B “Author |
""Keabetswe Mahlaba




*PROLOGUE*

*Dikeledi*

Where is God when you need him ? Does he
even listen ? Or maybe he has his favourites

Every night my daily question is, what kind
does he answer ?



Is there something wrong with me ? Maybe
I’'m not enough for him

| never wish for night to come, that’s when
| live my daily nightmare

Everyday it keeps getting worse , I've
prayed and I'm tired

I’ve cried and tears have dried , I've begged
and I'm tired

I’m living a nightmare , and | don’t see a
way out . Who will get me out of this ? If
God himself is not doing anything



I’'m cuddled up like a foetus, the door
slowly opens making those cracks

But as always he’s too careful to make sure,
it’s not loud to wake everyone

But | think they know , but no one cares . He
removes the blankets off of me

I’'m already in tears, he roughly takes my
nightdress off

He gets on the bed and parts my legs,
without a care in the world . He’s already
naked , he puts his hand over my mouth



| close my eyes a slap lands on my cheek,
this is everyday life but I'll never get used to
living like this

| open my eyes and look at him, he’s happy
now . That’s what he wants

For me to look him in the eye, when he
violates me and has his way with me

He’s ignorant to my tears as always , he
shoves his dick inside of me

And it doesn’t matter how many times he
does this, the pain that he always gives me
is unbearable



A few rough thrusts , that will end up in me
bleeding . He just wants to get me wet so
he can enjoy himself

| hate myself more than | hate him, it’s not
everyday that I’'m dry

Some days | do get wet, | don’t get how my
body can betray me like that

But it does, and when he’s done he’ll mock
me for it

And force me to say how much | enjoyed
him , to tell him in detail how I felt the
pleasure



He’s broken me physically and emotionally

I’'ve forgotten myself, and he chokes me to
bring me back to what he’s doing

Most days | always trail my mind away, so
it doesn’t haunt me much

| get nightmares even during the day, a
mere simple touch always triggers me

He’s groaning and sweating on top of me, |
feel so filthy right now

No amount of scrubbing or bathing will ever
make me clean



His face disgusts me to the core, the
pleasure that he experiences when he cums

Like he’s doing right down , he waits to calm
down first

He gets off me , and walks out with the
biggest grin ever

| sink down to the floor with a pillow, it
rests on my knees . | bury my face on the
pillow

| don’t have words to utter anymore . Must
| say this is also Gods will ? To take my
parents and put me under such misery



At the hands of someone who’s supposed
to be my protector

Someone who’s meant to care and look
after me . He’s the very same monster
that’s hurting and has destroyed me

Is it also Gods will ?

To be violated every single night, by the
one man in my life who shouldn’t even be
looking at me in this manner

If this is what people mean when they say,
intando ka thixo ib’hlungu (God’s will is
painful)



Then | couldn’t agree more

*Princess™

| wake up dripping wet, I'm literally
drenched in water

Even the sheets are wet, there’s nothing
that’s dry on this bed



| don’t even remember what happened , my
mind is completely blank

The door opens, and it’s Prince one look at
me and he’s worried

Me : I’'m okay

He says nothing but removes the sheets
from me

Prince : bath or shower ?

After this , | want nothing to do with
showers



Me : a bath please

He nods

Prince : get up take those off, you’ll catch a
cold

He walks to the bathroom and | get off the
bed, take my night ware off

| take a towel and wrap around myself, | sit
down on the couch

| battle with my mind trying to remember
what happened



But nothing comes to mind , I’'m so blank
and so confused

Worse it’s like my brain is empty , nothing
useful comes to it

He comes out of the bathroom

Me : please don’t tell anyone

I’'m begging him, because | know only he
won’t pressure me with trying to remember

Prince : okay, go bath we can’t be late for
school



| smile , that’s my way of thanking him . For
saying he won’t say anything

| get up walk to the bathroom, | take just a
short bath

When I’'m done | dry and lotion , walk back
to the bedroom

He’s gone, the bed is made sheets
changed. And my uniform laid out on the
bed

| don’t even know why | have a maiden,
when | have a brother who does everything
for me like this



| get dressed , | wish | could wear pants.
But | guess today is not the day

When I’'m done | take my school bag , and
head to the dinning quarter

Me : my king , my queen

| kiss both their cheeks , and | sit down

Dad : you didn’t greet your brother princess

| laugh

Me : but | saw him



Mom : he was in your chamber again ?
Doing duties that are not his

We laugh, | have one amazing relationship
with both my brother’s

And I’'m older than Prince , with 5 minutes
that is

But they both treat me like I’'m a child , and
| don’t mind that

But that’s all soon to change, see the
gueen is expecting . Like 18 years later,
they be like let’s embarrass our kids and
have a child



Parents will disappoint you, but we’re all so
excited for a new addition to the family

Me : | think now we get stop the whole
having maiden thing

| say dishing up for myself

Mom : but why ?

Me : my queen, you just said ....

Prince : | don’t get paid to look after you
Princess

Dad : but you love doing so



Prince : and she shouldn’t take advantage
of that my king

He’s being strange right now

Mom : Princess

Me : my queen

Mom : we’re keeping your maiden

Me : yes mother

| focus on my food, first days of school are
never a favourite to me



And now we’re on the last term, we’ll be
done with high school

| can’t wait, and | feel like the holidays
were somehow cut short

*Dikeledi*

| couldn’t sleep on the bed, so like most
nights I’ll sleep sitting on the floor like that



Or I'll lay down right on the floor, and
that’s how I'll sleep

Because | can’t bare to bring myself to sleep
on the bed

| get up from the floor, make the bed . |
have a bucket of water | keep in my hut

| take it pour water in the basin, it’s cold
water . I'm just grateful it’s not winter . But
it doesn’t matter anymore, I've gotten used
to it

| take a bath , dry and lotion . Put on my
school t-shirt , tracksuit and sneakers



| pack my books and take my bag, | walk
into the house

| greet and they all greet back, it’s a normal
morning for everyone, they’'re just laughing
and enjoying their conversation

And | can’t stand any of them right now , if |
had means I’d kill them one by one

And they’ll all sure a very painful death, a
slow painful death

The happy family sight repulse’s me to the
core



Me : goodbye

| walk out before they even say anything,
it’s quite a long walk to the school

But | make it just in time always, and it
does me good . Clears my mind

So that by the time | arrive there, I’'m one
happy soul . You’ll have no reason not to
believe that all is not so good

She’s already waiting for me by the gate, |
fail to understand why she’s in the same
school as us all



When she can be in Durban, you know in a
city at some fancy school

Princess : you’'re late

She says laughing engulfing me a tight hug

Me : you’'re early

We laugh and pull out of the hug

Princess : I....

My face catches her eye, | really couldn’t
hide the slap mark with anything



Princess : he did this didn’t he ?

Me : no

Princess : stop protecting him

What does she know ? Nothing , because |
never tell her anything

It’s always just these suspicions she has

Princess : you don’t have to do this, | can
help....

Me : just stop it



| raise my voice very aggressive

Me : I’'m sorry

She sighs and holds my hand , she’s very
affectionate like that . I've gotten used to it

Just know when she’s not as affectionate
something is wrong with her

Princess : no I’'m sorry please forgive me

Me : forgive me and | forgive you

She smiles, | know we’re good now . We
walk through the school gate



Princess : you know it’s our birthday
weekend right ?

Me : yes

Princess : now you’re coming

Me : as if | have a choice

She laughs

Princess : see Prince and | we’re still
deciding what we want

Me : you have a week left and you’re still
thinking ?



Princess : don’t point out the obvious , we’ll
think of something

Me : why are you lying ? Prince will
probably want nothing, and you’ll just want
to be spoiled

She puts her hand on her cheek , we both
know I’'m right

*INSERT 01*



*Princess™

Princess




It always pains me to see Ledi this way, but
my friend is one who person with two
personalities

The Ledi that’s broken and hurt , and the
Ledi that’s always laughing and smiling in
front of everyone

| never want to push too hard , because
then | might just loose a friend

The mere fact that I’'m a princess , not many
kids want to befriend me

That’s why | care and love her so much, she
didn’t care that I'm a princess



And she certainly doesn’t treat me like
royalty , but just a friend to her

| don’t know much about her life in detail ,
because she’s too closed off

Anything personal, she hardly ever
discloses . And | respect that

Because | have my own demons | deal with,
always strange things happening every time
I’'m asleep

And | can’t say it’s dreams because | always
feel them, like | experience them physically



The problem always is that when | wake up,
| remember nothing

My mind is blank , and | can’t think of
anything . I’'m just with a blank mind

I’'m even scared to talk to my parents about
this , not because of what they’ll say

But | don’t want to be associated with
anything that’s not natural

And | can safely say , what’s going on with
me is not normal at all

Prince : what has you thinking so hard ?



He sits next to me , and we share his pack of
chips

Me : what are we doing weekend ?

Prince : I’'m doing nothing

Sometimes | think my friend can see the
future

Prince : why the sigh ?

Me : just that Ledi said you won’t want
anything , and here you are

He smiles, and that smile says a lot



Me : really ?

He chuckles with a smile

Prince : it's a crush, nothing to it

What a whole revelation, | never saw this
one

Prince : don’t look at me like that, | did not
say | love her . Just that | have a crush

Me : yeah, yeah | got that but that’s huge

Prince : and keep your mouth shut, besides
there’s no way I'll date your friend



Me : don’t give me that, she can be my
twin sister in-law and we’ll be tied forever

He laughs making me feel like an idiot

Prince : | have a girlfriend so hold your
horses

He’s dating the school bitch

Me : | don’t like her

Prince : and no one likes her, so nothing
new there



Me : pity, but it’s cute that you have a
crush on Ledi

Prince : and it’s just a crush

Me : but how do you have a crush on
someone , while you have a girlfriend ?

Prince : you need a whole lot of schooling

Me :is that so ?

| have no boyfriend , never had one . But
doesn’t mean I’'m clueless . Most guys at
school are intimidated by me , so they stay
away



And as for the prince’s we meet once in a
while , they just think too highly of
themselves

Prince : keep your month shut

He gets up leaving , and | just laugh . They
would make a great couple

Just that my friend is too fragile in a way,
and my brother is too down

They won’t compliment each other very
well , she needs someone who is strong .
Not too rough nor harsh, but not gentle
either



Someone like my big brother, but Ty would
roll dead before he dates village girls

He has one girlfriend from the city, on of
two many

And she’s a whole fake slay queen , but we
don’t judge right

*Tyler*

It’s always a struggle for me when | have to
go home



For years I've always occupied my family
home in Cape town

| hate going to Manzini, anything that has
to do with being royal | hate it

| don’t want the throne, | hope when the
time comes and my father steps down

Prince will step up, and lead . Because
that’s just not me

| don’t know that life and | don’t want to
invest myself much into it . | lived there for
about 6 years, and | moved to the states to
be with my grandfather



May his soul continue to rest in peace

The village life is just not for me, | don’t see
myself settling in such a place

From time to time | do go home , because |
don’t want to be too excluded from my
family

My life is being in Cape town , being a thug..
Now that’s what | do best

Sambulo walks in, and pours himself a glass
of whiskey . We’'ve been friends since
childhood, over a girl . And that just made
us weird



It’s mostly women who become friends
after sharing a man

We did not share Kea, but | thought | was
going to marry that girl

Yes we were only in preschool , but there
was something there

Sambulo : need a glass ?

Me : | should start charging you for all this
alcohol you keep consuming here

He laughs sitting down



Sambulo : you don’t pay me enough

Me : the hell | don’t

Sambulo : but I still do my job very well,
and so we got all the guns

Me : keep them, Jase will come get them
sometime tomorrow

Sambulo : so soon ?

Me : | don’t want those things anywhere
near me, especially with that Khoza after
me



My mother knows nothing about my life,
she just thinks I’'m on the straight and
narrow

Working at my father’s company, but | just
do that for her sake

And to repay myself for going years to
varsity for a fucking education, | don’t even
need

It’s like paying our parents as well , for
taking us to good expensive schools

That we never even asked , but one can’t be
ungrateful right



Soa9to5isathank youtothem, and
what | do after that has nothing to do with
them

My father is very much well aware of what |
do, which led me to finding out about his
own life

Before he went on to be king , and go
straight . But | have this personal belief that

If you’ve ever gone skew even once, you
never go narrow completely

Sambulo : don’t you just want me to take
him out ?



Me : | kill Khoza , everyone will know it was
me . I’'m still fine for now , the Ghanaians
are going their job very well . | oversee
they’re well taken care of , and | call they
answer

Sambulo : noted , but it would really be nice
to kill him

That would give me great joy and pleasure

Me : he’s not FBI nor Interpol , he’s just
SAPS

He laughs



Me : our country’s justice department is a
joke

Sambulo : let him chase

That’s exactly what I’'m letting him do, it’s
not like he’ll never catch me

One thing about me is that | never slip up, |
don’t fuck up and | make no mistakes

*Princess™



With just few days left for our birthday,
two to be exact

And Prince saying he wants to do nothing,
I’'m out of ideas

| don’t know what to do, | don’t want a
party that one is for sure

| want to be spoilt, but | don’t know how .

Dad : it’s the big 18

Me : my king , don’t remind us that we’re
getting old



They laugh , we just had supper . And now
it’s family time

Mom : 18 is a very special age for one

Me : that you become an adult my queen,
and you starting to have responsibilities . If
you think about it, it’s really not that
special

Dad : you're a princess , you’ve had
responsibilities since you were 10

He just finishes me , because those were
forced . We got to spend time with the
village kids , do fun things with them



It was great | won’t lie, but | never liked any
of it . But our parents were like , they're
teaching us that just because we’re royalty

It doesn’t make us any better than
everyone else , and we got that

Mom : just embrace it, you’ll love it my
love .

| doubt | will , but | can’t turn the clock back

Mom : so what will you be doing ?

Me : | don’t know what | want



Mom : how about you Prince ?

Prince : can | have a few friends over ?

What now ! See the shock on my face , my
jaw dropped

He’s the same person who said he’s not
doing anything, it was just yesterday

Dad : what did we miss ?

Me : Prince said he doesn’t want to do
anything

And everyone laughs at me , now I'm sad



Mom : but you know your brother

Me : my queen he’s just not nice

Prince : I'm sure you want girly stuff things,
| don’t want that

Me : but

Even | don’t know what to say

Mom : | tell you what , how about | take you
to Durban for the whole weekend . You’ll
leave Friday after school , and come back
Sunday afternoon ? So shopping, stay at a
fancy hotel . Just have fun



That would be amazing honestly

Me : can | invite a friend ?

Mom : just one ?

Me : | don’t have many

Mom : it’s okay sweetheart, of course you
can invite your friend

I’m sure she’s going to love this , we’ll have
fun in Durban together . And Prince can stay
here at the palace with his friends , doing
his grown adult things that are not girly



Me : thank you my queen

She smiles , and | can’t wait for the
weekend . | hope Ledi can get away and
come with me

*Tyler*

| don’t want war, so | have to go home
today . | can’t miss the twins birthday . My
kids are all grown now , | didn’t even buy
presents



I’ll rather they tell me what they want, ['ll
give them money so they can buy for
themselves

Jase : this is good

Me : you don’t want me to feel insulted

Jase : never, you always deliver otherwise
you wouldn’t be who you are

Me : let’s leave it there , make sure those
guns reach Mexico in time . You don’t want
to give us a bad name

Jase : got it



My phone rings and it’s the Prince

Me : excuse yourself

He walks out, | answer the call

Me : Manzini

Prince : tell me you’re coming

Me : |l am

Prince : | need you to bail me

Me:on?



Prince : | asked to have friends over at the
palace and the parents agreed

Me : but that’s not what you want

Prince : so please talk to them

He said to me he wants to go to Musgrave,
now he’s shocking me

If this boy wasn’t a fucker , I’d think he’s gay

Me : you’ll go to Musgrave , | don’t get why
lie in the first place

Prince : | don’t want Princess where | am



| chuckle, it’s just sibling rivalry nothing
much to it . There’s no hate none
whatsoever

Me : fine

Prince : thank you , now don’t miss your
flight

As if | can make that mistake , they’ll hate
me . We hang up

| make a call , to someone back there
because | can’t starve . | don’t do feelings, |
don’t even know how to catch those . |
think | just have a lovers heart, but | lack to
show that



Relationships are there, only because the
women think it’s one

From my side it’s never a relationship but
just a fuck and nothing else

Enhle : baby

Me : how are you ?

Enhle : I’'m not good baby, | miss you

Me : aren’t you just in luck , I’'m coming so
any chance to see you tomorrow



She squeals, and it’s so childish for a first
year student at university

Enhle : but why not today ?

Me : | just said I’'m arriving , so you’'re not
family . Don’t regard yourself that high , |
can never seen you first before then

Enhle : don’t be so harsh Ty, it’s fine | get it.
I’ll see you tomorrow

Me : good, | have to go now

Enhle : | love you



Me : me too

| take a sigh and drop the call , you’ll never
catch me saying those words like ever

Unless it’s to my sister and my mother,
that’s where it ends

*Dikeledi*

Thato walks in, he’s just coming back from
work



And I’ve planned it all out, I’'m not sleeping
here tonight

I’ll go to the river or sleep at the veld
anywhere but in this house

Rose : you’re back early today

Thato : hi my love

And they just kiss right here in front of me
as if I'm not here

Rose : the child



She says laughing a bit embarrassed , | don’t
get how she can refer to me as a child

When she lets her husband rape me so
brutal every night

She can’t tell me she doesn’t know , doesn’t
she feel when he leaves their room ?

Doesn’t she wonder where he is for those
minutes close to an hour ?

Thato : sorry

He puts his bag down, and sits



Thato : how are you Dikeledi ?

| just shrug my shoulders

Thato : what did you do to her ?

He asks his wife , with an aggressive tone

Rose : | did nothing

Thato : then are you two fighting ?

Rose : what reason do | have to fight with
her ?



He looks at me for a bit, and | wish | can
just gawk his eyes out

Thato : then why is she like this ?

Acting like he cares , these two are just sick

Rose : your sister is in one of her moods,
maybe she got dumped who knows

She says getting up walking to the kitchen

Thato : you have a boyfriend ?

He’s still aggressive, | say nothing . | get up
he’s quick to grab my arm



| feel the grip on my wrist, it’s surely going
to leave a mark

Thato : | will mess you up so bad, if a dare
find out you’re whoering out there

The way he tames me, the power he has
over me already I’'m crying

He holds my chin making me face him
roughly , he’s hurting my jaw

Thato : no one will have you except me

He lets go roughly of my arm, | gather
myself and walk out



As soon as I’'m out | run, not even knowing
where I’'m going

We live in the out skirts at the village , far
from the village closer to the kingdom

There’s only few homes near us, a lot of
people are at the inner village

| find myself at the hill top, | sit down on
the rock and scream my lungs out

As if it eases the pain, only | feel every
emotion physically

Me : God this hurts , please make it stop



This is useless, | don’t even know why |
bother . Because it’s like he doesn’t even
hear me

Maybe I’'m doing this wrong , or my words
are not the right words

How can my own brother do this to me ?

Life was all fine living with my mother
eMlazi , we didn’t have much

But it was home , it was warm there was
love . My father lived his own life with his
family



We knew him, he saw us once in a while .
He passed on as well , but | wasn’t even
bothered

| still had my mother, the only parent who
was all to me .

| don’t understand why she had to die , my
brother was just too happy to take me in

Only to turn me into his wife, it started by
him walking into my room without knocking

And he would tell me it’s his house , he saw
naked a few times because of that . |
started locking the door, the beating
started



But | didn’t stop , he would starve me for
days . Sometimes weeks as punishment for
locking the door

One night he came into my room , and since
then it has been a norm

My very own flesh and blood took my
innocence , and ever since then I’'m his
object to pleasure himself with

*INSERT 02*



*Dikeledi*




It’s getting dark now , | know | said | won’t
sleep in that house today

But the cold is not having any mercy on me
at all

| get up and start walking , having no idea
where I’'m headed

The wind is blowing very bad , and I'm
wearing any jersey

But can | not be violated today, is that too
much to ask for ? As damaged goods as |
am, | want this to stop . | don’t like it , and |
don’t want it



| keep walking , and the darker it keeps
getting . | don’t want to go back there

Now I’'m scared, this is not safe . | might
just be eaten by some wild animal

But wouldn’t that be better ? What I’'m
leaving is not life at all

And | know there will be consequences
when | go back

If | run away where will | end up ? | have no
one . My father’s family wants nothing to
do with us



Because he left us, and made a family with
another woman . Now they want nothing to
do with us, because they believe we
weren’t his kids

Which isn’t truth , he was just a man being
a man . Chasing a new younger fresh skirt
nothing to it

I’'m at the fence, that goes out of the
kingdom

Me : where am | going ?

This is why | haven’t tried running away,
because where will | go ?



Me : | have school, just a month and few
weeks . I've endured this for a year, can’t |
just hold on for a bit ? Just until I'm done
with school

The run back to the outskirts start again,
I’'m heading towards the main road

Leading from Durban , there’s no way I'll
run in the veld again

| might just get attacked on these bushes

A bit further | start seeing light, bright lights
like that of a car



| pick up my face and run faster, heading
towards the late

It’s only when I’'m near | see that it’s a car,
one coming at a very high speed

*Tyler*

| came bearing gifts , because | missed my
flight yes



And now | have a debt to settle , because
they were expecting me earlier than this

And I’'m in a hurry, | hate driving at night .
Had Sambulo not had an emergency
needing him

He would have come along, but he couldn’t
so I’'m all alone

My eyes wouldn’t deceive me like this,
something is running heading towards the
car

| hit the breaks to avoid hitting the person,
but a shadow comes out of nowhere
pushing her over to the other side



| still the car abruptly, and run out to check
on the person

And it’s a girl , almost the same age as my
sister . She’s hit a rock and is bleeding a bit
on her forehead

This is why | hate coming here, there are
ghosts in such places

Where did the shadow come from , because
it’s not here now

| pick her up , she seems to be out of it . |
lay her on the back seat



| take my seat and drive . This is just great |
should be getting home

But | have to drive back to Durban, | can’t
take her to the village

| don’t even know where she was running
to . | just hope | don’t have a nutcase in my

hands

A whole suicidal person

| go to Grace hospital it’s the closest, | run
inside with her in my arms . And they’re
quick to help me, but for hours no one is
telling me anything



Because I’'m not family | know nothing
about her, | wait around

Because | can’t just leave her here , what if
she dies

As much as | know | didn’t hit her, that
shadow pushed her aside

She must have bit her forehead , when she
was bring thrown , but | still feel responsible

I’m tired of waiting around, | end up using
the prince title . That one always works
better, as the nurse goes to call the doctor
for me



| take my phone and make a call my
mother, she’s too dramatic but | can only
call her

Mom : Ty where are you ?

She’s crying , I’'m telling you it’s the
pregnancy

Me : I’'m at the hospital I....

Mom : which hospital ? What happened,
baby are you okay ? Africa my son is in
hospital

Why is she going crazy ?



Me : calm down, I’'m fine

Mom : fine but you’'re in a hospital Tyler

Okay she’s shouting now

Me : because | hit someone

Mom : oh no you can’t go to prison

What !

Me : she’s okay, I’'m not going to prison



Mom : I’'m coming there tell me where you
are, I’'m coming there

Dad : give me that phone, you’re not going
anywhere

Mom : my son is....

Dad : he’s your son we get that, now give
me that phone

He’s trying to be the voice of reason, and it
won’t end well for him

Me : mommy | love you okay, tell the twins
I’ll see them tomorrow



Mom : Tyler ....

Dad : just let him be

Mom : stop interrupting me

| end up laughing , my mother is being a lot
right now

Mon : you’re laughing , so you’re really
okay?

Me : yes kaManzini I’'m okay

Mom : okay that girl shouldn’t die



She drops the call on me, talk about being
rude

Doc : my prince |....

| lift my eyes and look at him

Me : take me to her now

He looks at me lost

Me : did you not hear me , maybe | wasn’t
loud or clear enough ?

He clears his throat



Doc : please follow me

Me : how about you just tell me where she
is, | follow no one . But you can follow me
there

He stands still , | put my hand on his
shoulder

Me : is there a problem with your hearing ?

He frowns

Doc : no

Me : I’'m listening



Doc : she’s....she’s on the second floor ward
07

Me : that wasn’t fucking hard

| leave him there, and go to the ward . She
has a patch on the forehead

She’s not alone in the ward but with
another guy

Doc : she suffered ....

| take the file from him and look at it

Me : you really followed me



He looks at me dumb fold

Me : there was no need to, | can read

Doc : | see that

Me : when are you discharging her ?

Doc : she has to regain consciousness first

She’s barely hurt, besides the bleeding that
was of the forehead she’s fine

Me : give me prescription, I’'m taking her
we’re leaving



Doc : my prin....

Me : stop with that nonsense do your job

Doc : please just listen she may look fine ,
but we need to make tests once she’s
awake

Me : I’'m no doctor, but I’'m not stupid as
you are . Now get on with it

He shakes his head

Doc : you’ll have to sign a consent form,
that if anything happens to her out there.



Not me nor the hospital can be held
accountable

Me : you’'re still here ?

He walks out, like a wet chicken . I’'m not
spending the night at an hospital because of
an unconscious person

*Princess®



I’'m being dragged through a dry veld , even
the grass is dry and hard

It’s hurting me , leaving scratches
everywhere on my body

Some of those even bleed a but, I'm just
crying and begging this person to leave me
alone

Judging by the strength and scent, it's a
man . But he’s not familiar

My chest is closing up, | keep coughing
hoping | can be able to breathe



Me : please stop... you’'re hurting me....
You’re hurting me ....please stop

| keep repeating those words over and over
again

Me : I'm sorry

| wail , and | feel like I’'m apologizing for
something | don’t know right now

I’'m apologizing for someone to leave me,
so he doesn’t stop me

But | haven’t done anything wrong to this
person



Me : please....

I’'m begging , but it’s no use . He’s just
dragging me , and | have no idea where to

Voice : Princess snap out of it

He’s shouting , and that’s a familiar voice .
It’s my brother

| liftt my head and let the breath I've been
holding out

He just engulfs me and | cry, letting all this
pain I’'m feeling inside of me out



| don’t even know why I’'m feeling so much
pain, | don’t remember what was
happening

Prince : it’s okay I’'m here

It takes a while for me to be okay

Prince : you don’t remember ?

| shake my head no, | try to think but still
nothing

| groan frustrated , my mind is blank again .
| remember nothing as always



Prince : calm down

Me : why can’t | remember ?

Prince : | don’t know but , maybe try to
relax

Me : I’'m always relaxed Prince

Prince : don’t bite my head off , I'm trying
to help you

Me : ngiyaxolisa Manzini (I’'m sorry)

Prince : it's okay | understand



Me : let’s get ready for school

He nods, and at least today I’'m not
drenched

Prince : should | help you ?

Me : | can manage

He gets up

Prince : suit yourself

He walks out, | laugh at his reaction . That
was just so unnecessary



Someone is sulking this morning , because
our brother was supposed to arrive
yesterday but he didn’t

That’s the only reason why Prince would be
like that

But he will be fine, our birthday is
tomorrow . And | haven’t even asked Ledi to
come with

But | will do so, as soon as we arrive at
school



%k
Tyler*




| came with that girl here , slept with her on
my bed in my chamber

| kept my distance , kept my side . | don’t
believe in sleeping beauties

I’ll rather she wakes up and I'll get to see
her better then

No one knows she’s here , even now she’s
still out of it

| just hope that shadow didn’t do anything
to her, unlike my father and mother . I'm
nothing special , | know nothing about these
supernatural things



| don’t have those, so | can’t even see
anything . Right now I’'m just on hope that
she’s okay, and will wake up soon

| arrived late, right after midnight . There
was no way that | was going to wake
everyone

| walk in the dinning chamber, and the
giggle that welcomes me warms my heart

Me : hello to you too

She laughs

Princess : | missed you



Me : right, and you’re eating not even
giving me a hug

Princess : you’re my ride today , isn’t just
that amazing ?

Me : no....

Everyone walks in, and the worry on
Prince’s face disappears

He really needs me, | don’t get why did he
lie in the first place

Dad : my prince



Me : not that dad please no

Mom laughs

Mom : | won’t come to you

If my father ever gets my mother pregnant
again, | swear I'll hate him for dear life

Me : my queen

Mom : | will post you back , to where you
come form Tyler

Me : sorry mommy



The two devils laughs, | ignore them and
give my mother a hug . Which she gladly
returns

We all sit down

Prince : | thought you weren’t going to miss
your flight ?

Me : and | did

Princess : but you’re here now

Me : and that’s all that matters my princess



Prince : stop doing that, you're still going to
get whatever you want . No need for that

We laugh

Me : and what do you want ?

Princess : | really don’t know , but mommy
is taking me and my friend to Durban

Me : that’s nice , and you how about a boy’s
thing at Musgrave ?

He looks down, like a whole worried person

Prince : | was hoping to have it here



He says so smooth

Me : on your 18 birthday , now ways .
Musgrave is where you’re headed

Prince : if you say so Manzini, it really
doesn’t matter to me

This boy can act, | give it to him

Mom : are you paying for that ?

Me : with what money ? Did your husband
tell you payments are late this month ?



| don’t flaunt money when it comes to my
mother

Which is why | still at our family home, |
can’t have her being suspicious of my deeds

Mom : so who's paying for Musgrave ?

Me : whoever is paying for Durban

She laughs

Mom : hold your son Africa, before | finish
with him

Shouldn’t he be holding her ?



Me : my princess finish so we can leave

Prince : can | catch aride ?

Princess : Prince why must you ?

She’s already on her feet , grabbing my car
keys . She kisses the parents and walks out

Prince : you’ll swear she even knows how to
drive

With these two it never ends , he leaves as
well

Mom : what happened to the hit girl ?



Dad burst out laughing , and | get why . My
mother has no idea how what she said
sounds like right now

Me : the hit girl ?

Mom : don’t make me an idiot, the girl you
hit

Me : oh that girl , well she’s fine mommy .
Just a bleeding on the forehead but she’s
fine

| get up because I’'m not about to tell them
she’s right here . And | better hurry from
dropping the twins off, so | can be here
when she wakes up



Mom : you really didn’t kill her ?

This woman , her facial expression is killing
me

Me : no

| walk towards the door, and | remember
something | turn back

Me : and | really didn’t hit that girl, there
was a shadow there that moved her out of
the way

Their eyes, but | don’t want to read much
into that . It could be just pure shock



Me : I’'m gone, but I’'m certain there’s
ghosts in this Kingdom of yours . Maybe you
should cleanse it

What do | know about that ? Nothing

But mom used to give dad hell about those
cleansing things

*Princess®



| am really bummed that Ledi wasn’t at
school, and it’s so unlike her

My friend hardly ever misses school , no
matter how sick she is

This has me worried , and her home is so
far. | can’t walk there

Our brother had to go to the city, so he was
justin a hurry to drop us home and he left

Mom : you don’t look okay

She sits next to me , she can pop any day .
Her belly is so huge



Me : Ledi wasn’t at school today, I’'m a bit
worried about her my queen

Mom : do you have a reason to be worried?

Me : | don’t know my queen, | think
something is very wrong with her

Mom : isn’t your friend , Thato’s sister ?

Why am | so slow ?

Me : she is

Mom : Thato is here at work , so go ask him



Me : thank you my queen

Of course that idiot works here , as a post
guard . Why didn’t | think about this ?

As much as | don’t like him , and | think he
hits Ledi . It’s worth a try asking him

*Dikeledi*

| come to, I’'m in a strange room . Fancy
sheets, like everything smells expensive



| can’t help to notice that it looks like the
palace chambers

And it smells muscular in here, so this room
belongs to a man

But who ?

| get off the bed my head is pounding like
I’ve been hit by a brick

| go dizzy for a few seconds and that forces
me to sit back down

I’'m still wearing my clothes, besides the
pounding head . The patch on my forehead



| feel fine , and I’'m okay down there . | don’t
feel any pain, like I've been penetrated

A note and a tray catches my eye on the
night stand

| take the note and read it

Me : “don’t run, eat bath find clothes in the
closet . DON’T RUN”

Strange, that don’t run was so
commanding. | even fear the person who
write this . | head to the door and its not
locked , okay so I’'m not being kept a
prisoner



| close the door and slowly force myself to
make the bed

When I’'m done, | seek the bathroom and
take the bath

Using these male lotions, but it’s fine . And
somehow | love the scent of it

When I’'m down | head to the closet, and
it’s mostly casual clothes

| grab a black hoodie and grey sweatpants,
with a black t-shirt . Asize 28 I'ma 30 so it’s
not that bad , the pants are a tight fit bit it’s
fine



| devour the food , like | haven’t eaten in
days . When I’'m done, I’'m lost what to do
now

| remember | ran away from home, that
was surely yesterday right ?

And when | reached the fence, | thought
about school and | ran towards the main
road

The lights , that was a car . | ran towards it
but did | get there ?

| remember nothing after that, and this
patch on my forehead



I’ll go crazy trying to figure out what
happened, | walk out and I’'m really at the
palace

Voice : Ledi

| look where the voice is coming from and
it’s Prince

Prince : uhm hi

Me : hi

| don’t do that my prince , my princess thing
with them like never



Prince : what ....what are you doing here ?

Isn’t that funny, considering that Princess is
my friend ?

But right now | also don’t know why I’'m
here , or what I’'m doing here

| don’t even know how | got here to even
begin with

Me : | don’t know

Prince : is everything okay ?

Me : dude | don’t know



He smiles, just flaunting this cuteness at
me

Prince : okay, don’t kill me . You’re very
strange , and seems like you have memory
loss . How about we go get something to

drink ?

Me : okay maybe we should

He tries to touch me | move back

Prince : okay sorry , my bad

Me : it’s okay, just don’t do that



Prince : right got it

We leave going to the kitchen

*INSERT 03*

*Princess™



| finally found Thato , he was actually out .
So it took a bit of time to locate him

Me : Mr Moloi, can we have a word ?

He looks at me , and | don’t like him . But
now I’'ll just tolerate him

Thato : my princess , what can | do for you ?

Me : nothing actually, | just need to ask
about Ledi

His body language , says a lot

Thato : yes



Me : she wasn’t at school today , I’'m just
worried she’s never missed school

He laughs nervously

Thando : oh, she’s not feeling well at all . So
she’s home

Me : oh

Thando : yes my princess, it’s embarrassing
to say this . But mother nature has visited
her

Such lies, one thing | know about my friend
is that she’s a late bloomer



Even now at 18 she still hasn’t had her
periods, | know the shock right

Me : | see

Thato : I'll tell her you asked

Me : okay

| turn and leave him, | need to get a driver
to take me there . And now is the best time
because he’s here. He just lied to me . Now
| have reason to believe that Ledi is not
home , or he’s beaten her. Or the worst he
doesn’t even know where she is, Thando
looks very capable of anything



*Prince®




There’s just something about Dikeledi that |
can’t just explain . There’s that brokenness,
there’s the fierceness .

A whole force to be reckoned with

| look at her and | see a whole younger
version of my mother

The man who will get to have her as his
wife, will be blessed truly

Me : here you go

Ledi : thank you



| join her and sit down, | can’t take my eyes
off of her

She’s even becoming uncomfortable, |
hope she doesn’t take this bad

But I’'m one person, who just keeps quite
and observe

Ledi : won’t you have a drink ?

Me : no

Ledi : but you said....

Me : | know what | said



Ledi : don’t interrupt me when | talk Prince
it’s rude

Talk about being rude herself

Ledi : dude you’re staring and it’s creepy

Me : I’'m anything but a creep

She shakes her head

Ledi : don’t you have anything to talk
about?

Talk about being bold



Me : not really , but how about you just tell
me about yourself

Right now , I’'m in a battle with my mind .
She’s here , she has no idea how

And she’s wearing Tyler’s clothes, | don’t
want to think they’re dating

Because that one has women all over, I’'m
sure everywhere he goes he has a girlfriend

Ledi : there’s nothing to know about me,
what about you besides being a prince and
a whole ladies man



That is ruining my chances , that’s if | ever
stand a chance

Me : I’'m anything but a ladies man

Ledi : so you say

Me : don’t judge okay, | have reasons why
I’'m the way that | am

Ledi : don’t we all ?

Me : see | just think I’'m misunderstood

Ledi : for playing girls ?



Me : no, just that | long and seek a certain
kind of love

Ledi : and what kind is that ?

Me : the kind that | see when | look at my
parents

She nods

Me : that shit is rare , and so damn pure .
Not to mention unique, that’s what | long
for . 18 years of marriage and | can’t even
point a single time where | saw them argue,
or angry at each other . That love is
beautiful , it’s like saying even on bad days |
still got you . | doubt they go to bed angry at



each other, that they shout over their own
heads over anything . They love each other
with perfections and imperfections .
They’re each other’s strengths where the
other lacks . It’s a love that overlooks the
last , and doesn’t say this is where you have
been . But it’s saying let’s go forward
together, leave the shit of the past where it
is . | want what my parents have if not
more. Like we don’t go out there roaming
for love , because we see love and we know
it. The kind that’s pure and gentle, it’s right
here in front of us .

| chuckle

Me : everyone looks at me and they see a
player, but | know what real love is . And do



you think any of the girls I’ve dated loved
me ?

| look at her, she shrugs her shoulders

Me : they never, and even my current
girlfriend doesn’t love me . She loves the
idea of me, a prince and that’s it

Ledi : so you’re with someone , and you
know they don’t love you . Why is that ?

Me : I’'m passing time

Ledi : classic



| laugh

Me : I’'m sure some guy as well is busy out
there passing time with my future wife

Ledi : | hear you loud and clear

| take her glass and drink from it, she just
looks at me

Me : so still nothing to tell about you ?

Ledi : unfortunately yes

Me : wow okay , we can’t finish it all . Today
it was me tomorrow it might be you



She gets up

Ledi : | should go

Me : we were still having fun

She smiles and it’s the most beautiful thing
ever

Ledi : like you said , today tomorrow so
yeah

| laugh , she walks out . And my mind is
back on the question

What is she with Tyler ?



*Princess™

| managed to get one of the drivers to drive
me to the outskirts

| hope to be back in time before my father
is back from Durban . He doesn’t like it
when we wander around

| knock at the door quite for a while , before
Rose opens the door . We’ve met once or
twice , she’s so sweaty and reeks of sex .



But how because | left the husband back at
the palace ? The shame she has on her face

Rose : Princess

Me : Mrs Moloi, hi

Rose : uhm hi, what do we ...uhm yes you
here ?

She’s stuttering so bad , busy fixing her
gown . And who wears gowns at this time of
the day ?

Me : is Ledi here ?



Rose : no

She doesn’t even hesitate saying that,
meaning she’s really not here

Me : oh, she didn’t come to school either

Rose : that child is going to send me to an
early grave like she did her parents

That’s not a nice thing to say

Rose : she didn’t sleep here , we have no
idea where she is . But between me and
you, she’s with a boy



What is wrong with these people ? So my
friend has disappeared and they don’t even
care

One said she’s having periods , another is
saying she’s with a boyfriend

I’'m not okay right now, and I’'m actually
getting upset . Something is brewing inside
of me

Me : I'll take my leave

Rose : okay bye

She closes the door right in my face



Me : what is going on here ?

Now where do | even start to look for her ?
On my own | can’t do this

| have to go home , and tell my parents
about this , they’ll know what to do

*Dikeledi*

| want to leave now, as much as it was okay
to be lost and all



And not have Thato over me, pleasuring
himself . | can’t avoid that reality, | have to
go back

Leaving Prince | came back to the chamber,
our talk really shocked me

He’s really matured for his age , and the
way he was expressing the kind of love he
wants

That was just amazing, and | wish for him
to find that kind of love

As for me | don’t even dream , what man
will love a woman like me ?



Even | wouldn’t love myself, I’'m everything
that’s damaged and broken

Just thinking about this causes me tears

| get up from the bed, and walk to the
door. I’'m welcomed by a creation

| can’t take my eyes off of him, for a whole
full minute I'm just hooked on him

Not even minding the girl with him , where
do they make them like this ?

And who is he ?



Him : you're blocking my way

The voice , my heart is sinking deep at the
pit of my stomach . There’s a funny
movement in my tummy , my skin is having
shivers all over

Me : sorry

Him : don’t just say sorry , move along

And he’s rude, but let’s leave that . He’s a
whole man

| should be ashamed of myself, having such
thoughts about a man



Shouldn’t | despise his kind ? For everything
that’s happening to me right now . | move
out of the way, the girl is looking at me like
I’'m something so disgusting

Her : Ty who is this ? What is she doing in
your room , wearing your clothes ?

This is his room , and what kind of a name is
Ty ?

Her : are you going to answer me or what ?

She’s getting angry one, but the Ty is not
paying attention to the tantrum . It’s
actually sad



Her : Tyler !

Oh now that’s the Ty

Tyler : Enhle you’re making noise, this is
the place and not your dusty streets

| find myself laughing , and they both look
at me

Me : sorry

Tyler : stop staying sorry it’s annoying

Enhle : girl you're still here ? Do you have a
death wish ?



She’s coming at me right now , and why am
| still here ?

Tyler : have you ever killed anyone ?

She’s taken aback by that question , for one
he looks like he’s killed quite a lot

Me : I’'m leaving

| walk out he follows me, and the girlfriend
| assume calls after him

Tyler : what ?



Enhle : where are you going ? You can’t
bring me here, | find another girl in your
room . And the nerve to even leave with
her?

Me : he’s not leaving with me

Tyler : is she talking to you ?

Why is he coming at me ? | did nothing

Nonhle : who is she ?

Tyler : she’s nothing to you so fuck off , and
raise your voice at me like that again



She opens her mouth to say something, but
cat caught her tongue

Tyler : Let’s go

He says to me, and | don’t think | want to
go anywhere with someone’s boyfriend

Especially when | have looked at him in this
manner

And | still don’t know how | got here

He tries to touch my hand | move back
quickly



The look he gives me , | gather myself fast .
But it’s too late he’s caught on to my
reaction

Tyler : let’s go

Don’t tell me again, of course at the back of
my head I’'m saying

Not to his face, as | follow him and the
girlfriend slams the door

Someone is going to have it hard tonight

Voice : Dikeledi



A running Princess comes to us, | wasn’t
even aware it’s her until she called out

Me : bunny

She laughs , crushing me with a hug

Princess : what are you doing here ? You
missed school . | went to your home and
Rose said you’re with a boy, right after |
asked Thato and he said you’re having a

cycle . That was a shocker to me because
you don’t have those

Wow yes say right in front of this gorgeous
man that I’'m not woman enough



Me : really ?

She looks at him, and smiles shyly

Princess : sorry, | kind of forgot about him .
And | was just so worried

Me : yeah I'm fine

Princess : did you come to see me ?

Me : | don’t know , but | don’t think so

She looks at me confused , but I’'m confused
myself



Princess : what’s going on ? And what
happened to your forehead ?

Me : | don’t know

Tyler : Princess can you just let her go,
she’ll tell you all when she sees you

Princess : she’s with you ?

Tyler : yes

She pops her eyes and gives me on
conniving look



Princess : okay then, tonight me and you
Durban my birthday for tomorrow we’re
spending the weekend there . | will come
get you in two hours

Me : oh

Princess : | love you

She gives me a kiss cheek and leaves , will
Thato let me leave after the stunt | pulled ?

Tyler : let’s go

And then there’s this one, | need a hard
reality check right now



*INSERT 04*

*Dikeledi*

The whole way taking me home , he’s quite
just playing music . The girlfriend called a
few times and he switched the phone off.
I’'m stealing glances at him, not enough to
make him notice or realise though



Me : this is it

| point to my house , he says nothing but
drives directly inside the yard

Me : dropping me off at the gate was going
to be fine

Tyler : go get what you’ll need, for your
weekend thing

How does he enter there ? What’s his thing

| get off the car and walk inside the house,
I’'m already shaking



Rose : you're back

Me :is my brother here ?

The pain it brings me to address him as a
brother

Rose : he’s still at work

Okay that’s better

Rose : and who’s car is that outside ?

Me : the royal driver



Rose : are you making me a fool ?

She can’t know all of them now can she ?

Rose : were you at the palace, this whole
time ?

Oh it’s about that

Me : yes, and | know the princess came
looking for me , she wasn’t aware that |
hurt myself . And so | had gone to the
hospital

Rose : oh okay



Me : it’s her birthday tomorrow , and she’s
asked me to go spend the weekend with
her . That’s why the driver is here

Rose : | don’t see any problem with that

Great, say no more and | won’t even take a
lot of things

| don’t want Thato fining me here , because
he’ll say no and I'll be so disappointed

*Tyler*



The reason why | decided to bring her back
myself

Is because | saw how she reacted when |
tried to touch her

And the way she was acting towards a
stranger, it tells you even a close touch
terrifies her

When | say a close touch , | mean like
someone very close to her

She’s being abused, | did say I'm not
doctor. But the kind of life | lead



Will always make one come cross such
situations

And every time , she’ll look at herself .
Maybe to see if she’s still decent or
something

I’m driving back to the palace now , she was
too quick to go in and out

Sending a driver, or for Princess to go fetch
her would have been fine . But | wanted to
bring her back myself

Me : why were you running at night in the
veld , and almost jumping in front of my
car?



She has that it was you look

Me : answer me

Ledi : | ....I was at the hills and | got delayed.
By the time | realised it was late, it was
already getting dark . The man road was my
only way to make it faster

Me : you're lying

She keeps quite

Me : | didn’t even hit you, because a
shadow pushed you out of the way . | took
you to the hospital, because of the bleeding



on your forehead

| won’t lie to her

Ledi : thank you

She means it, and has her head bowed
down

| let her be, | don’t want to bomber her

Going too hard might just make her run
away , and all | want is to bring her closer

She needs a gentle kind of love , one that’s
genuine and soothing



We arrive at the palace, and Princess is
ready to leave

As soon as she sees her friend she’s already
on her toes, not wasting any time

*Princess®

My brother is something else , now |
wonder what’s the deal with him



He was just being too extra nice towards
Ledi, which is so unlike him

| wanted to talk to my mother, about the
dreams but she was tired and | had to
prepare myself to leave

Mom : behave there

Me : always my queen

She gives us both hugs, and my friend was
just strange there

Her hug didn’t even take a second , it was
just way too quick



Dad : No alcohol there

We laugh

Me : we don’t even drink

Mom : there’s always first times for
everything

Okay I’ve heard enough now , and we won’t
even be doing any of that . We say goodbye
to everyone, and Tyler walks us to the car

Ledi gets in but he pulls me back to him,
he closes the door . Clearly so she doesn’t
hear whatever he wants to say



Me : I’'m lost

Tyler : here

He hands me his black card , the shock |
have right now

| didn’t know he even had one, not that |
know everything about him

Tyler : I want you to spoil your friend there,
take her shopping . Do whatever is that you
can do , to make her happy

Another shocker



Me : it’s my birthday and not hers

Tyler : I’'m well aware , but | just need you
to cheer her up okay

Okay |

Me : okay, so limit maybe ?

I’'m just trying him right now

Tyler : no, just make sure she’s happy

Me : okay make her happy



Tyler : and don’t be so sad because in a
way, you're also being spoiled . And you’re
yet to still get your present

Me : it’s okay this is not about me it’s fine ,
it’s about you impressing Ledi

Tyler : I’'m not impressing anyone, this is
just an ask

Me :can |l ask ?

Tyler : I’'m not your friend Princess , you
don’t get to ask me such things . Just have
fun, cheer your friend . And please just
show her some support



He’s so loosing me, but in a way | think I’'m
getting him

Me : okay

He opens the door for me | get in as well,
and he closes it with a smile on his face

| wonder what’s the deal with this ? These
two are surely hiding something

*Tyler*



If | had other means | wouldn’t have asked
my sister to cheer her friend on her day

This weekend is supposed to be about her,
bit her friend needs her

She needs someone to just burst and let it
all out . She needs to open up on her own

But | fear that this rape thing is still
happening even now , it's not a past trauma
thing

She’s living it now , seems like | need to
have a talk with my sister so she can tell me
better about her friend



If I'm right, and | believe  am . | will
confront this before | even leave

A sulking Enhle welcomes me

Enhle : wow Tyler like just wow

Me : just one foot inside the door

Enhle : but how can you disrespect me like
that babe ? And on front of her . Is she
heading to be my replacement ?

A replacement for what ? When she never
even got the post



Enhle : Ty | love you

Me : me too

She walks to me

Enhle : and her ?

Me : don’t ask about her, she didn’t
concern you .

Nonhle : okay just tell me this, are you
dating her ?

Me : I’'m not dating anyone



Including her

Nonhle : okay babe but please don’t let girls
disrespect me like that

I’m still not getting the disrespect part

But | want her here all weekend, so I'll just
go with whatever she says

*INSERT O5*



*Prince®

I’'m going to Musgrave today , and it’ll only
be a afternoon thing . So I'll be here at the
palace most of the day

Zamo has just woke me up, | don’t even get
why he’s here this early

Me : sort you out with breakfast ?

Zamo : yeah



His mind is not here

Me : what’s up ?

| take my t-shirt and put it on

Zamo : sorry to bother you man, it’s just
that those two are at it again

Those two being his parents, they just have
a track record of being violent with each
other

And you can’t single out anyone, it’s a thing
they do both of them . Even his mother is
violent towards his father



Sometimes the things our parents do, and
not realising the damage they’re causing to
us

Me : stick around , until we leave later

I’ll always have his back, because out of all
the guys we’re much closer

Zamo : sure

| make the bed , my phone rings and it’s
Soso my girlfriend | sigh Zamo laughs

Me : baby



Soso : happy birthday my love

The scream is so unnecessary

Me : thank you baby

Soso : | can’t wait to see you later

She says with a seductive voice, and that
only means one thing

Later she planned some crazy sex and
nothing else, so yeah sex is a birthday
present

Not that | was expecting any from her



Me : okay | can’t wait

Soso : of course you can’t, | love you okay
bye

Me : bye

Soso : don’t you love me back ?

The expression on my face

Me : | love you back

Zamo doesn’t hold himself , he laughs and
Soso hears it



Soso : so you're with your friends already
this early

Me : we were drinking last night , Zamo
slept over

Soso : oh okay then

Me : yeah bye babe

Soso : bye

She drops the call

Me : you’re such an idiot



Zamo : why do you waste your time with
this girl ? Because you know exactly who do
you want

Me : and who | want doesn’t want me

Zamo : come on, she told you that ?

Me : she was here yesterday, we had some
talk and even after that... like nothing

It’s a no secret to my friends how | feel
about Ledi

Zamo : you're brave though to even try and
persuade her, with all the rumours going



around

Me : not that again

Zamo : but it’s there, we can’t ignore it

So there’s a rumour going on, from the
outskirts where she stays . That she’s a
witch , of course | don’t believe that shit

But apparently she’s followed by a ghost, it
is said that some prophet of some kind saw
this shadow more than once following Ledi

Her brother was told , and they said he
dismissed that talk



But | think Ledi has no idea what people are
saying about her

Even Princess hasn’t said anything, so
clearly they haven’t heard this rumour

It’s not a thing guys out there as of yet, but
in the corners there’s whispers

*Tyler*



| get up and walk to the bathroom, | discard
of the condoms

You can never trust women when it comes
to such

And there’s a saying that , if you're married
or you’re just fooling around always take
the condom with you

Hence | don’t take chances , the damn
things are full of my kids

Women are capable of such , they make
take these things and get themselves
pregnant



And it’s a situation that occurred with
Sambulo, all thanks to that he’s a father
now

Enhle : can | join you for a shower ?

She says when | get back to the bedroom

Me : | don’t have sex in the shower Enhle,
it’s so fucking slippery and there’s no
chance of a condom in there

The look she gives me

Enhle : you know it won’t hurt just for once,
for us to explore each others bodies



Women will never cease to amaze you

Me : explore each others bodies , have you
found some low life wanna be Kasi thug
you’re fucking with ? (Township)

Enhle : baby no, it was just a suggestion

Me : don’t ever suggest anything to me,
stick to your exploring shit out there . If |

don’t satisfy you my way , the door is never
locked



Me : keep quite I’'m making a call

| say taking my phone and calling Princess,
the way she takes a while to answer .
They’re still asleep

Princess : Manzini

Me : kaManzini, you’re still asleep ?

Princess : yes, she was having bad
nightmares last night

Fuck , explains why she’s whispering

Me : about ?



Princess : | couldn’t make out anything she
was saying , but at some point she was ever

crying

Me : you think it’s safe you’re all there
alone ?

Princess : it was a rough night | won’t lie,
and we’ve only just managed to sleep now

Me : send me your location and room
number

Princess : okay

Me : and are you okay ?



Princess : bedsides not getting some sleep
I’m okay

Me : ke ya go rata gee (Il love you)

She laughs and that’s what | was hoping for

Princess : your drama this morning Batlokoa
it’s too much

This whole thing of being from two many
kingdoms it’s not healthy at all

Princess : le nna ka go rata aker (I love you
too right)



We speak both isiZulu as Setswana

Me : send that location and get some sleep

Princess : okay bye

We hang up

Enhle : don’t tell me you’re leaving

Me : my sister needs me

Enhle : butisn’t she in Durban ?

Me : and that’s an hour away from here



Enhle : but baby, okay I'm coming with
right ? You’re not leaving me here alone

Me : come with, uyaphi ? (Where are you
going)

She does not believe

Me : I’'m dropping you off at your place

| walk to the bathroom because I've already
spoke a lot this morning alone

| don’t need to speak again for a few hours



*Dikeledi*

| surely slept, and it’s almost 10:00 I’'m only
waking up

Princess is still asleep , | get off the bed
nicely making sure not to wake her

The sun is out and it’s a beautiful day, | go
take a long cold shower

This is me preventing to be too much
sweaty during the day



When I’'m done | dry and lotion, | don’t
wear anything just tie a towel around
myself

We’'re booked in a private suite , that even
has a small lounge area

| binge on the couch watching cartoons, I'll
die still watching those

It’s a while before Princess walks in, she’s
still in nightwear

Me : hope | didn’t wake you up

Princess : no, it’s the heat



She snuggles next to me

Me : I’'m sorry

| feel so bad, I'm really not aware that |
have nightmares

But last night | was shows flames , | was so
away from Thato

But | had to live the nightmare in my
dreams

And that has instilled some fear in me,
what’s going to happen when | go back
home ?



Rose is just Rose and she doesn’t care about
anything , that’s why she let me go

| don’t even want to imagine how furious
Thato is where he is

Princess : don’t be silly, | kind of escaped
from my nightmare

Me : what ?

Princess : don’t think I’'m crazy right

Me : anyone can be crazy but just not you,
why would | think that ?



Princess : because most nights, | have
dreams | think . And | wake up with strange
things, I'd be wet sometimes crying . It’s
just a lot, and the sad thing is that | always
wake up with an empty mind . Like |
remember nothing at all

Me : and what does your seer say ?

Princess : | haven’t told anyone, I’'m scared
of what they’ll say . What if something is
wrong with me, or I’'m being used to bad
things ?

Me : you're a princess , you can’t be used
for witchcraft at night . By blood you're
protected bunny



Princess : so | shouldn’t worry ?

Me : about being used yes , you know my
mother used to be some kind of a believer .
And she always used to say that dreams are
very important , and that they’re a
communication . From spirits to us

Princess : wow

Me : that’s what she used to say, I'm not
saying | believe that

She laughs



Princess : but what can | do to make sure |
don’t forget my dreams ? It’s really
upsetting honestly

And you can pick up from her voice

Me : now | don’t know how true is this , but
people use all different kinds of things to
help them remember dreams . Some use
snuff under their pillows , other use coins .
Some even use salt . My mother used to
pray with a white candle and a glass of
water every night

Princess : | can do that as well ?

Me : do what ?



Princess : use the white candle and glass of
water ? That sounds more pure in a way

Now | laugh

Me : I’'m sure you can

Princess : then we’re not forgetting a candle
today when we go shopping , and the water
can be any kind right ?

Me : as long as it’s clean | think , because
after prayer you have to drink the water

Princess : that’s intriguing , why haven’t you
told me this all this time ?



Me : how was | supposed to know you’re
struggling to sleep bunny ?

We laugh

Princess : | feel so light, | hope this can
really be a solution .

Me : yeah but | think you should also talk to
your mother

Princess : yeah I'll do it

Me : okay

Princess : and about your nightmares ....



Me : I’'ve never had those , last night was
the first time and | don’t know why

| don’t want to be judged , | don’t want her
to look at me differently

| don’t see myself telling anyone what Thato
is doing . What if they turn against me,
because I'm staying with the man that’s
abusing me ?

No one will get that | have nowhere to go,
if | leave I'll live in the streets

And what about school ? Only 3 weeks left
before | write my final exams



| don’t want to lose that chance, to finish
matrix . Princess and | we applied to so
many universities

| applied for financial aid , if | get accepted
and | receive the money

That’s my finally way out of this nightmare,
so | can’t ruin my chances of making it out

Princess : | was just going to say, don’t
stress about it . And if ever you want to talk,
I’'m here for you okay .

| nod



Princess : when you’'re ready no pressure

She gets up

Princess : let me go shower we have an
amazing day ahead of is

Me : happy birthday

She giggles and gives me a peck, | so hate
those

But she’s Princess and very much
affectionate



*Princess™

| hope the candle and water will help me for
real , and Ledi is right | should tell my
mother about this

| think she will understand in a way, and
maybe they can be able to help me

I’m just relived that last night | wasn’t
bothered , and | think that’s because | was
up half the whole night



I’'m done taking a shower, | put on black
bum ripped bum shorts white t-shirt with
white slippers

| walk back to the lounge and she’s still
watching cartoons

Me : will you ever get dressed ?

Ledi : in @ minute

She’s lying , a knock comes at the door . |
get it and it’s my brother

Tyler : looking beautiful



Me : thank you

| make way for him he walks in, and the
looks Ledi gives me

Now | remember | didn’t tell her that he’s
coming here

Tyler : aren’t you too old for that ?

He says taking the remote and changing the
channel

We have a mute one right now, | can’t help
but wonder what’s the deal with these two



And Tyler only came here because of what |
said , that she had nightmares

| just look at them exchanging looks saying
nothing to each other

And my friend is so gone, like one look at
Tyler she already sees herself as Mrs Zungu

Me : Ledi don’t you want to go get dressed?

Ledi : yeah

But she’s still sitting down

Me : yeah what ?



Ledi: huh ?

She looks at me and | just laugh, she’s into
Ty but Prince wants her

My poor brother, | so need to tell him to
step back

Tyler : go get dressed , you're making me
uncomfortable

He’s lying he’s so enjoying the view , the
towel is short

Those yellow thighs are exposed , and Ledi
is a thick



And hour glass body shape that’s her, small
on top but packing down

She gets up and drags me with her, Tyler
sits where she was seated

Ledi : why didn’t you tell me he’s coming ?

This is sweet

Me : it slipped my mind

Ledi : nice really nice

Me : are you two dating ?



Ledi : what no

She puts on her blue knee ripped skinny
jeans a white short sleeve vest with white
flip flops

With such a fine banging body , you’ll never
find her exposing it

She doesn’t even wear skirts , not even at
school

Me : you were wearing his clothes
yvesterday and when | found you, you were
with him . How do you know each other,
because my brother lives in Cape town



Ledi : he kind of hit me the day before, and
took me to the hospital . That’s how | ended
at the palace with him . | didn’t even know
he’s your brother, right this moment.

Me : he hit you ?

Ledi : with his car, and I’'m fine leave it . He
just become creepy about the whole thing

She walks out to the lounge, | follow and
my brother is not taking his eyes off of her

This is a done deal , these two will end
together even if they're not right now.
Prince better stay away, he’s just going to
get hurt



*Sambulo*




With Tyler gone, the work load has just
increased for me . It’s a lot

And having to keep the innocent straight
appearance, | don’t even have time for
myself

Jase walks in, we’re at the office together

Jase : you’'ve been served

He hands me envelope

Me : you went and opened it ?



Jase : | hate the smell of law enforcement,
you should know that by now

Me : so what’s the deal ?

Jase : maintenance

The hell

Me : why haven’t | killed that girl ?

Jase : your own baby mama

| have nothing against women , nothing at
all. But their tactics , are so underhanded



A fuck buddy took my sperms and got
herself pregnant

She told me she’s pregnant , and knowing |
was always safe with her

| refused , she went ahead and did DNA
tests . And indeed it was my child, | told her
to abort | don’t want any babies

She refused , and | told her plain that if she
keeps the baby she must know it’s hers

| want nothing to do with that child or her,
but did she listen ? No . She went ahead
and kept the baby, but now she can’t keep
away from me



Women are just so fucking selfish, if tables
were turned

And she wanted to abort, it wouldn’t have
mattered how much | asked or begged her
to keep the baby

It was going to be, it’s her body her choices
her rights

Isn’t that the same as what | asked her ?
She keeps the baby it’s her responsibility

Even if | marry some day and have kids,
that one will never be mine . That was my
choice, and | even gave her money . She
took it but did not abort



So that baby of her’s is not mine, because if
she didn’t want it she would have aborted

Even if | wanted her to keep the baby, and
no one was going to judge her

She can take me to court all she wants, but
I’ll never be a father to her child

But if she keeps pestering me, I'll end up
burying her and doing myself a whole
favour

*INSERT 06*



*Dikeledi*

I’m so not myself right now , this gorgeous
man being here is not doing me any justice

And every second | take a look at him, and |
have those thoughts | just hate myself more

| don’t even know how to explain this, I'm
not supposed to look at any man this way

Princess : Ohhh | need to go in there



I'm tired, | get it’s her birthday and it’s fine
that she’s all crazy

Going shop after shop, but enough is
enough

Princess : please come

Me : no

Princess : but....

Tyler : just go alone, you’ll find us at the
restaurant I’'m hungry now . Remind me to
never accompany women shopping again



Why is he bothered ? 99.9 percent of the
time he’s been on his phone

I’m sure talking to his girlfriend Enhle Argh

Princess : you weren’t invited

She leaves us going into the shop she
wanted to go to

Tyler : let’s go in here

Not him too , why can’t we just sit down ? |
act like | didn’t hear what he said . The
second his hand touches my arm, I’'m away
from him . And again he’s caught on



Me : sorry

Tyler : why are you apologizing ?

Isn’t it a norm , Thato violates me and |
always beg him to stop

| beg him not to, and he doesn’t stop . He
does what he wants

And I'll cry, I'll apologize for what | don’t
know

So it’s from there, saying this much sorry
even for nothing



| apologize to my rapist for something |
don’t even know

Tyler : come

He holds his hand this time around , it’s
quite a while before | take it

And | need some deliverance from this man,
the things his touch is making me feel

Tyler : see it’s okay

It’s really okay , because I’'m feeling better
than fine



We walk into Telkom holding hands like
that, and I’'m like | hope he never lets go

We roam around the store, his one hand is
busy on his phone

| don’t like that Enhle , why is she keeping
him this much occupied ?

Tyler : seen anything you like yet ?

Me ?

Me : anything like ?

Tyler : a phone maybe or something



Me : | wasn’t even looking

Tyler : so this was a waste of my time ?

Me : why would | be a waste of your time ?

Lord help me, he chuckles and side smiles
for a few seconds

My words ring in my head , and how can |
be so stupid ?

Me : | didn’t....

Tyler : you can never be a waste of my time



Me : | didn’t mean to say that

Tyler : what | was saying was that , walking
around the store was a waste of my time
because you weren’t looking

So he’s ignoring me okay it’s fine

Tyler : let me pick one for you

Why does he let go of my hand ? Did he
have to ?

Me : | don’t need a phone

Tyler : you do



Me : no, | have no use for it

Tyler : you have me now , so there’ll be
plenty use for it

Me : | have you ?

He looks at me, | even get embarrassed and
look down

Tyler : yeah you have me, don’t forget it
sweetheart

God take me now, even if | never return |
won’t mind . Can he call me sweetheart
again ?



Because the way he said , went straight
from my ears to my heart

Tyler : this one is perfect for you

Oh he’s picked the phone

Tyler : come on take my hand

| take that deep breath and take his hand
into mine , and the same feeling is still
there

In my head I’'m like he’s Enhle’s boyfriend ,
this is going to end in tears



| so hate that Enhle

He pays as we leave , going to one of the
nearest restaurant . And we just had to sit
on opposite sides , the universe is rotating
too fast

Tyler : I'll set this up for you, and leave my
number . Now you get to use it

Me : for what ?

He lifts his eyes and stares at me

Tyler : call me, | won’t mind to see your
face everyday so FaceTime



Me : you know I’'m a student right ?

Tyler : I'll be giving you a phone allowance,
So worry your pretty self not sweetheart

And the universe is back on this side , | fear
the disaster my face is right now

He goes back to doing what he was doing
on the phone

Princess : I’'m back

Me : there was no need to announce



She laughs, sitting down and she has
shopping bags

Princess : are we not eating ?

Tyler : why aren’t we ?

Princess : you're busy there and she’s...well
being herself

| don’t even know what’s the meaning of
that

She calls a waiter over we both order

Princess : are you not eating ?



She asks her brother

Tyler : please order for me

This man, and he’s for real

Me : | don’t know what you eat and don’t

Tyler : don’t worry, order it | will eat

Someone is so amused besides me, | cancel
my first initial order and just order a platter



*Prince®

My brother is the person to go to, when
you want things to be done

He went all out and it’s even better than
what | had in mind

Zamo : your brother knows you have this
much meat here ?

| laugh



Me : is that what we call them now ?

Zamo : and I’'m getting piece

Me : have fine , but be safe

He walks away, I’'m just by the balcony with
my own thoughts

As much as this is a celebration of some
sort, I'm not really feeling this

Something is really wrong with me , and |
don’t just mean physically

Even emotionally | don’t feel okay at all



This whole thing is just a chilled vibe to me,
nothing extraordinary about it

And | blame my mood right now

| should be getting drink , fucking whores
before my own girlfriend arrives

But here |l am, it’s too crowded inside . And
| keep getting hot, like feeling some crazy
wave of heat

That’s also one of the reasons why I’'m here



*Princess™

But overall we had an amazing day, and it
was even more amazing to see Tyler and
Ledi interact with each other

And | think my friend is in love, just that
she doesn’t know how to go about it

He dropped us at the hotel , and said he’ll
go check on Prince then go home

Me : are you ready ?



Ledi : yeah

We have the candle and a glass of water,
somehow I’'m excited about this

We're in our gowns, and our heads are
covered

Me : do we pray first ?

Ledi : | think so, | mean we’re praying after
all

We kneel down, | light the candle . And
something tells me to sprinkle a bit of water
around us



Ledi : now what ?

Me : | don’t know

She laughs

Me : should you even be laughing , when
we’re about to pray ?

Ledi : I... forget let’s pray

We're supposed to be praying, but I'm
saying doesn’t make sense

I’m uttering words that | don’t even
understand



Ledi : stop

| hear her loud and clear, | open my eyes .
But it’s hard to close my mouth , the words
keep coming out of my mouth

Ledi : Princess what’s wrong ?

| can’t say anything else , except to keep
uttering these words

A whole heavy presence overwhelms me,
she puts her hand over my mouth

And blows the candle off , | slowly remove
her hand from my mouth



Ledi : tell me you’'re okay

| nod

Me : do you feel that ?

Ledi : we’re not alone

| shake my head , and we both look around .
But there’s no one in here

Physically yes , but we can feel the
presence. And I'm glad I'm not feeling it
alone



Ledi : that was spooky , we’re never doing
this again

There goes nothing, at just first attempt

Suddenly | hear a wave of water in my ears,
| try scratching them but it’s no use

Ledi : Princess

She’s calling out to me, but this doesn’t
stop . And my body starts shaking like very
bad . I’'m down on her floor sweating, I'm
loosing breath . My eyes closed all | see is
waves of water . And something is pulling
me , | feel like my soul is leaving my body



As crazy as it feels , I'm also seeing this . My
soul floating right above my body on this
floor

*Dikeledi*

If the royal family doesn’t punish me for
that , then | don’t know what . | feel like I'm
in the midst of shadows , a whole feeling |
felt when Tyler almost hit me as he said



This is just creepy and scary as hell , | grab
my phone and call him

Crossing fingers and hoping he answers,
Princess is down on the floor not hearing a
thing I’m saying

Tyler : sweetheart

Me : ple....please you have to come
now....she’s....please calm

Tyler : okay I’'m coming , stay calm don’t
drop the call



The phone allowance is coming in handy
right now, because he loaded enough
airtime for me not to drop the call

I’m on the floor right next to a no breathing
Princess

I’'m crying , having shortness of breath . It’s
a battle and | feel like I'll lose

The whole time , he’s busy talking to me or
rather trying to calm me down

And it’s like it's working somehow , | can’t
afford to have an anxiety attack right now



I’'m so thankful when the door opens and he
walks in, | don’t even know how he opened

Me : please....help ...her

Tyler : shhhh sweetheart | need you to calm
down

He crouches down next to me

Tyler : come on you can touch me it’s okay

| think this is his way of saying, | don’t have
to fear his touch again like he did with the
hand thing



| hold his arms, he just engulfs me

Tyler : shhhhh it’s okay, it’s okay

After a while | gather myself , and get my
normal breathing first

He helps me up

Me : you have to help her

Tyler : what happened here ?

Me : we....we were praying and she....she’s
not breathing



| cry all over again, I’'m scared for my life
and worse scared for her

Tyler : okay let’s go

He picks her up , and takes my hand . We
walk out heading to his car

The drive back to the village , my mind is
not even here

We arrive at the palace, he runs out with
her

We're welcomed by the king and queen



Queen Royalty : Ty what happened ?

Tyler : apparently they were praying and
she, | don’t know

Me : we had a white candle and a glass of
water , we were supposed to pray . But she
started speaking a language | don’t know,
next thing | knew her body was shaking .
She was down on the floor . It's my fault

| cry and the queen embraces me

Queen Royalty : you can’t say it’s your fault
baby it’s okay, she’s going to be okay



| hope so

King Africa : where is Prince ?

Tyler : in Musgrave

Queen Royalty : Africa

King Africa : I’'m on it, I'll bring him back
safe

He leaves

Queen Royalty : Baby it’s late now, you
can’t go home . Let me go show you a room



you’ll use for the night . Tyler please take
her into the hut

The queen and | go into the quarter I'll be
using

Queen Royalty : don’t worry about Princess,
| know you’re scared but she’s going to be
okay

| just nod , hoping what she’s saying is really
true

She leaves, and | get into bed . But sleep
doesn’t come | lay awake



*Tyler*

My father arrives and he’s with Prince
who’s also out of it

The hut has some kind of a pool inside , and
no one is allowed in here besides the royal
family . And the royal seer, right now the
two are dipped inside the water

I’'m not worried that they won’t be okay,
I’'m more worried about Ledi . The way she
was crying , she was really scared



Mom : where did you find him ?

Dad : at the hotel , he locked himself in the
room . | guess he felt it when he was about
to change

Mom : oh my poor babies

Me : change ?

Dad : he took after me

Isn’t he just so perfect for the throne ?

Mom : but this happened too quick



Dad : | was younger than them, | guess we
were just too late to tell them first . She
needs to go to Batlokoa as soon as possible,
| know she has school . For now we can
appease and call the marine queen and ask
her to give her a bit of time . As for Prince
he just needs to learn his powers, there’s
nothing much we can do for him . The veld
needs to be his friend so he can be able to
open up

Me : so he has wings like you ?

Dad : yes, he was on the floor when | got
there . They were half out, and because
he’s not used to it . He was hurting



Me : you people are creepy

Mom : aren’t you one of us people ?

| laugh getting up

Me : | love you mommy , and please go rest

She’s pregnant she can’t be this stressed
and up at this time

| walk out heading to my chamber, but |
turn right at the door . And go to the
qguarter she’s using, | knock and it doesn’t
take long she answers . She wasn’t asleep



Ledi : who's it ?

Me : it's me

She doesn’t open for a while

Me : you know I’'m freezing out here

Ledi : what do you want ?

| never lose heart with her, she needs me
to be gentle

Me : please open



After a while she opens the door

Me : let me in please

She moves out of the way | get in and lock
the door

She stands still on her feet and doesn’t
move to anywhere

Me : she’s going to be fine , she’s to be
gueen of the kingdom where our father
hails from . So don’t worry yourself

Ledi : she’s really going to be okay ?



Me : yes

Ledi : okay, thank you for telling me

Me : now can we sleep ?

Ledi: we ?

| walk to the bed and take my sneakers off
and the hoodie

Me : yes we

Ledi : shouldn’t you go sleep I’'m your
chamber ?



Me : | want to sleep here tonight, don’t
worry | won’t hurt you . | know you don’t
trust me, just take my word for it

She debates with herself for a while before
coming to bed

Me : can | hold you ?

She shakes her head no

Me : please

She has her back turned on me, she even
has her gown on still



Me : please look at me sweetheart

She slowly turns and faces me, her eyes
closed

Me : open your eyes

And that gets me a reaction from her, me
saying that has just triggered something

Me : hey, it’'s me . Focus on my voice , open
your eyes

Slowly she opens her eyes

Me : can | hold you ?



She nods slowly, very unsure of her
decision

Me : come on you hold me first

| let her take her own time, she lays her
hand on my chest

And that gives her the courage to snuggle
closer | hold her

Me : get some sleep now

| kiss the top of her head



*INSERT 07*

*Dikeledi*

This | never predicted or even though it'll
happen



Me sharing a bed with another man, have
him cuddle me the whole night

And | didn’t even have nightmares, | didn’t
even get the urge to push him away

Already by 06:30 we were both awake . And
he’s not the type that talks immediately
after waking up

He kept quite for almost an hour before he
said good morning

| returned it and he just asked if | slept well,
after my response he was quite again



Me : thank you

We’'re still in bed cuddling , and | wish |
didn’t have to go back home

The fear of what is awaiting me there,
terrifies me

Tyler : for what ?

Being here, holding me the whole night .
Always reassuring me that he won’t hurt
me

That I’'m safe with him



Me : what you did last night

Of course | can’t utter the words of what
I’m really thanking him for

This attraction | feel towards him , it scares
me . Why am | even feeling this way ?

Tyler : it’s okay , when you’re with me this is
your safe space

He feels like a safe space, but is it safe
enough to tell him just how broken | am ?

Will he not run away and continue with his
perfect life, without a burdened me ?



Me : | should ....

Tyler : don’t ruin this moment sweetheart

This is a man with a girlfriend , | shouldn’t
even be having a moment with him

Me : | don’t want to have high hopes, I'll
crush and burn so bad . And I’'m not strong
Ty, already in broken beyond repair . |
don’t need these moments with you,
because they won’t last at all .

He shifts a bit , positioning me perfectly on
top of him . We look at each other for a
minute



Tyler : what makes you think it won’t last ?

Me : | said I'm broken, in actual fact I’'m just
damaged

Tyler : you’re telling me, and | haven’t told
you . What makes you think I’'m any better
than you ?

Me : because you are

Tyler : you have no idea what you’re talking
about

Me : you have no idea



He smiles for a second, if | wasn’t paying
attention | was so going to miss it

I’ve realised , he does it so fast it’s like he
doesn’t want to be caught on smiling

Me : and there’s also Enhle

| say it so annoyed , | don’t like that girl .
Only because she’s his girlfriend

Tyler : I've messed around yes fooled with
bitches , and well surely played around . But
I’'m done now , you wanna know why ?

Me : why ?



Tyler : because I've met you , and you’re the
one I’'m marrying

| want him, | want him so bad . That it even
hurts me to admits this

| shouldn’t even be feeling this way , but
here | am

Me : you don’t mean that

| try to get off him, he holds me down

Tyler : we’re talking



Me : you don’t need a woman like me,
there’s plenty you can marry

| don’t want him marrying anyone, even
though | know he deserves the best and I’'m
not it

Tyler : I’'m marrying you

| smile, butit’s a painful one . It ends up
being accompanied by a tear that falls on
his neck

He wipes it off my cheek, and kisses the
you of my head



Tyler : overcome this , and the second
you’'re done . I'm putting a ring on it
because | like it

| laugh

Me : life is not fair, why did it have to be
me ? Now I’ll loose on this chance to love
and be loved, all because of something |
didn’t even ask for

It’s only when he brushes my back, | realise
how far I've gone

Me : don’t mind me



Tyler : I’'m minding you now , and that’s
how it’ll always be

He’s so perfect, and I’'m just being selfish
not wanting him not to be with me

Because | know | can never be what he
needs, | can never be anything any man
needs

*Princess™



It feels like forever and I've been in this
portal , when | finally land in water

And this is the most beautiful place I've
ever seen, | don’t get how my feet are on
the floor right in the water but they are

I’'m breathing fine, | keep looking at myself.
And I’'m wearing royal blue dress that fits
my body perfectly

Voice : Kgosikgadi (my queen)

It’s like I’'m hearing my aunt Asante talking ,
| look around and | see nothing



Voice : setshabe ka gore o gae (don’t fear
because you’re home)

The voice keeps getting clearer and louder

Me : o Mang ? (Who are you)

Whoever it is laughs slightly

Voice : lebella (look)

| lift my eyes up and the portal is opened
again, only now the blue is deeper

And she lands right next to me, a whole
older version of my aunt



Me : kgosikgadi Mphoentle (my queen)

There’s no way | can never not know my
grandmother . I've seen her pictures back at
home in Botswana , and she still looks the
same even now

Grandma : get rid of this fear my dear
gueen , you have come of age now . You're
about to experience a lot of things that are
not normal to this world , you’re no
mundane human . You hail from three of
the most dominant water kingdoms,
Batlokoa , Manzini and oNgwenya .
Embrace who you are my dear queen, and
you shall do great wonders . You’ll heal the
land , mend broken hearts . Give birth to
dry wombs, you’ll be a healer to broken



women . Be who you are , take heart and
get rid of this fear . From here on, know
that the fallen queens of Batlokoa are
behind you every step of the way . At every
portal of water, you can be able to call on
us . And we will answer, just like we
answered now

Me : | called you ?

Grandma : yes , remember any portal of
water connects us with you

| remember praying with Ledi, and we had
that glass of water . But the prayer didn’t go
according to plan, because things started
going haywire



Me : | don’t understand all of this

She smiles taking my hand

Grandma : you have your answers right in
front of you

| look but | see nothing just water, and
water creatures

She laughs, realising my confusion

Grandma : | mean your mother

Me : oh



Grandma : she will help you through all this,
just bring her closer . Don’t keep things
from her

Me : but | don’t remember any of the things
that happen in my sleep

Grandma : remember the fear, your mind
always suppresses what your subconscious
mind goes through . Because of the fear of
what the reality of that might be

Now it’s starting to make sense in a way, as
soon as I’'m home

| need a mother and daughter day out, so
we can talk about all this



Hopefully she will understand and be able
to help me

| don’t want to scared of who | am, | want
to be able to embrace myself

And all thanks to my friend , she gave me a
way with that glass of water

I’ll never be able to thank her enough

Grandma : she’s a sister and not a friend,
cherish her

| look at her, and she’s smiling



Me : you read my mind ?

Grandma : no, but your face says it all . And
| know you were with her when we took
you

Me : is she okay ?

Grandma : she’s okay, perfectly where she
IS

Now that’s good news

*Dikeledi*



After breakfast Tyler excused himself,
saying he had business to take care of

Now being left at the palace all day, going
crazy with thoughts

| wonder how Princess is ? | can’t stop
blaming myself about what happened

| shouldn’t have told her anything about
those stupid things

Walking out | bump into the queen

Me : my queen



She says nothing for a while, | end up lifting
my head looking at her

And she’s just looking at me strangely

Me : my queen are you okay ?

She puts her hand on her tummy, and she
looks like she’s in pain

Her eyes are very scary right now, the way
she’s looking at me

One guard approaches us, and he doesn’t
look very pleased somehow



Him : my queen are you well ?

He looks at him and me, and he’s not
missing the look on her face

Him : leave now

He says to me very aggressive , the queen
seems to be in an unbreakable pain

She wants to utter something but she’s
failing to

Him : leave now, young girl you seem to be
trouble everywhere you are . Don’t bring
your witchcraft ways here at the palace



He takes the queen who’s very reluctant,
but he takes her anyways

His words ring in my head , he said | being
trouble everywhere | am

And what’s the witchcraft he’s talking
about?

Now I’'m hurt, the way the queen was in
pain . In her situation | hope she’s well and
the baby

Am | really trouble ? Look what happened
to the princess and it’s all because of me



My tears betray me and that leads me back
to the place | thought I'll never go back

| didn’t even feel the distance from the
palace to the outskirts

| knock at the door , and he’s the one who
opens . His eyes are red of anger the second
he lays his eyes on me

Me : abuti.....(brother)

He just drags me inside the house , | make
contact with the cupboard . With my
stomach , | scream in pain . Slaps and
punches follows . | land on the floor



He just kicks me , he doesn’t stop

Me : I’'m....sorry

My cries and pleads all just fuel him worse

| left the palace because of what that guard
said , and if anyone’s believes that | bring
trouble

They were going to kick me out anyways,
and tomorrow we have school

Either way | was just forced to come back
here, only to meet my death that would be
even much better



Thato : I'll teach you a lesson today

I’'m bleeding in my mouth , my nose .
There’s just nowhere that he’s not beating
me up

If he does not kill me today, then | don’t
know what

*Tyler*



My mother sure gave us a scare , but she’s
okay now . The doctor checked on her

And the seer also cleared that she’s okay,
when it comes to my mother

My father doesn’t take any chances

Now that she’s okay, | can rest . But I’'m
worried | haven’t seen Ledi since | got back

| go to the quarter she’s using and it’s
locked , there’s no key inside

| go to my chamber, and she’s nowhere to
be found as well



A whole panic hits me, | go back to the
main house

Me : where is she ?

Dad : who ?

Me : Princess’s friend

Mom : a terrible mistake has happened

She says concerned

Me : what ?



Mom : | was coming in the gate, and it
seemed like she was going out . A troubled
shadow was behind her, | tried
communicating with it . Silently so | didn’t
startle her, but she got so worried about
me . While trying to make sure I’'m okay a
guard came by, and he wasn’t so nice at all
ti her . | was already in pain by that time, |
couldn’t even utter anything to correct him.
My guess is she left after that

An angry me is not needed right now, but
it’s too late

Me : what did the guard say ?



Mom : something about her bringing
trouble where she is , and something about
witchcraft

Me : he called her a witch ?

Mom : not in those words but it sounded
like it and | need to talk to him , | don’t
appreciate the way he treated her

Now she’s getting angry, | can’t have her
angry . I'll deal with this

Dad : which guard was this ?



Mom : the one from the post with Thato,
what’s his name again ....

Dad : Musa ?

Mom : yes him

Me : | have to go

If she left, there’s only one place she can be
at. I'll deal with this Musa, right now she
takes first priority

| wasn’t going to allow her to go back there,
| believe she’s getting the abuse at home



Which is why | wanted to talk to Princess
about this, so | could know who she stays
with at home

| guess now I’ll find on my own . And | hope
for everyone’s sake | find her okay

*INSERT 08*

*Tyler*



| get off my car, run inside and | don’t even
knock

I’'m welcomed by my own heart, bleeding
naked on the floor . Looking battered , with
bruises everywhere on her body

I’'m quick to pick her up and she’s still alive
a woman comes in with throw

Her : he ran away

| just look at her, she’s telling me useless
information right now . He ran away,

where was she when he was beating her up
like this ?



But one thing is certain she’s not violated ,
she’s badly beaten that’s all

And that’s no relief to me at all , whoever
he is shouldn’t have put his hands on her to
begin with

| pick her from the floor naked as she is .|
walk to my car and cover her with my own
jacket, | drive back to the palace

Making sure to bring the car closer to my
chamber, so no one gets to see her like this

| pick her up and walk inside my chamber, |
lay her down on the bed



Quickly run a bath for her, | have herbs that
| use when it feels like I've been to war

| put her inside , and she cries in pain . The
herbs hurt, but they’re going to draw the
pain from her bruises and wounds

She keeps holding on to me, | hate seeing
her like this

But this is the only way to get her better,
now | can’t take her to the hospital

They’ll want to open a case, and when he
goes missing there’ll be talks



| don’t want anyone looking at her anyhow,
because of anything I’'m about to do

After a while | take her out, dry and lotion
her . | put only my t-shirt on her and put her
into bed

| hold her into my hands, and my mind is
far away from here

Me : I’'m sorry | wasn’t here, | shouldn’t
have left you alone

She holds tight to me, she’s hurting herself.
But | guess right now she doesn’t care



She just wants to know she’s safe and I’'m
the closest thing to that

Me : who did this to you?

| have all the time in the world , to wait
until she answers me

Ledi : t...Thato my.... Brother

When you think abuse comes home, you
consider close family friends

Or uncle’s even stepfather’s , you don’t
think of brother’s



Because those are meant to be protectors,
not to be the ones inflicting pain

Me : no one will ever hurt you again

| don’t want to leave her but there’s no way
I’ll be in bed and while people who hurt her
are roaming around

When she’s asleep | make sure to get off
the bed, not waking her up

I’ll be back before she can even notice that
I’'m gone . | walk out the door, and this
Musa is right next to my chamber



Me : Musa

Musa : my prince

Me : you just had to being yourself huh ?

He looks at me confused

Me : come let’s take a walk

We walk through the East side heading to
the palace garden that leads out to the veld

Musa : where could we be going this late ?



Me : worry yourself no

On the further side there’s a huge big
they’re there, and there’s a shadow

Something pulls me towards it , and this
one is still following me

Musa : Thato is this you ?

When the gods deliver they deliver, and
they’ll do so on a silver platter

He has a ripe hanging on the tree, but he’s
a coward he can’t even kill himself . He has
to cry and be sorry about this



Me : take this rope down

Musa takes it

Me : now you’ll sit down here, while | tie
you onto this tree . I'll be back to visit you in
the morning, and we can talk right

Musa : my...

Me : do as | said , or | just finish with you
right here right now

He settles next to his useless friend , | use
that rope to tie them both to the tree



Making sure they have nothing near they
can use to cut it

| walk back to the palace

*Sambulo*

There’s a court case now because | ignored
the summons



But I’'m not bothered , I’'m not scared
because of that

I’ll just do what | do best and eliminate the
threat

Being a criminal the one thing | don’t want
is to have cops anywhere near me

I’d hate to kill this woman and her child,
but she’s bothering me

My phone rings and it’s Tyler, it’s middle of
the night just before dawn

Me : Manzini



Tyler : come here as in yesterday

He drops the call, and shit is about to go
down

That’s if it hasn’t happened already,
because he doesn’t need anyone to do so

He’s only calling me to tame him when he
runs loose

And | can’t go there on my own, even he
gets too much for me

| call Jase , two is always better than one



Jase : you better have a good reason why
you’re calling me at this time

Me : we have to go to Manzini

Jase : why again ?

Me : Ty called, | fear he’s about to paint
that land with blood

Jase : shit no, what happened now ?

Me : don’t ask me questions , we need to
leave

Jase : I'll be there in a few



| drop the call, we don’t stay far from each
other . Right now we’ll find a plane right at

the airport

*Dikeledi*

Everything hurts, like there’s no part in my
body that’s not in pain



Thato sure did me, as if it wasn’t enough .
He has to strip me naked and beat me like
that

What | did to wrong him , must be huge.
Because the hate that he holds for me is no
little thing

Tyler : I’'m sorry this is hurting you

He’s bathing me again, | don’t even have
the time to have reactions whatsoever

He already bathed me last night, he’s
already seen me naked touched my bare
skin



He dries and lotions me , | wear one of his t-
shirt again he helps me put it on

Even just the touch of clothing on me hurts,
he puts back on the bed

Tyler : you didn’t eat yesterday, I'm sorry
about that . Here is breakfast

Me : don't....

The struggle it is to even speak

Tyler : sweetheart you have to let me take
care of you



Right now | don’t even know what’s what, |
don’t want to get used to this

Only to loose it and him in the process,
Thato will always haunt me

To think | should be at school today, but
here | am all thanks to him again

Tyler : come on you have to eat

| try to take the spoon from him , he doesn’t
let me

Me : | can...feed...myself



Tyler : yeah surely you can, but I'm doing it

The patience he has feeding someone who
takes forever to chew and swallow

But he’s taking his time and not even
rushing me until I’'m done, he gives me
painkillers

And | don’t trust them , | have a feeling
they’'re so going to knock me out

Tyler : I'm sorry | wasn’t there, I'll never fail
to protect you like that ever again

Me : I... shouldn’t be...here



Tyler : don’t start

Me : they....think I'm....a witch

Tyler : sweetheart sleep okay

I’'m already getting drowsy | think it’s those
pills of his

Me : in case l...never get to...tell you this....|
love you

Already I’m sinking down on the pillow,
eyes closed | hear his voice but | can’t make
out what he’s saying



Last night | remember is a kiss to the
forehead

*Sambulo®

We arrive at the house he sent directions
for , of course it’s late in the afternoon

We had to be at the airport for few hours
awaiting a flight that wasn’t full



Jase : this place reeks of blood

Me : not you and your feels again

| open the door, and he’s sitting down .
There’s two other guys naked

He has a bath full of water, and there’s all
kinds of electronic tortures in here

But one thing about Tyler is that he doesn’t
torture, he goes straight for the kill

In the most gruesome way ever

Jase:canl|?



He takes the sjambok , and heads straight
for one of the guys

He beats the shit out of him, and Tyler is
here looking like he’s not even here

They guy is crying out in pain, but Jase is
having fun

Me : what.....

He gets up and drags the badly beaten guy
by Jase , and he throws him inside the bath

The electronic torture is already inside the
bath, as he puts it on



The agony that the guy is crying out of , he’s
naked what is this shit doing to his dick

He’ll never and able to use that shit like
ever again

Just know it’s damn horror , when you can’t
even take watching yet you’re part of of the
Mafia’s

This is too much, his body gives up . Tyler
drags him out of the water again

His skin is peeling off , he’s bleeding so
badly . And you think that | was worse



He cuts the guys balls , and shoves them
right into his mouth

He’s busy gawking , the other guy throws up
where heis . | don’t blame him

I’ll need therapy after this, this is disturbing

How do you cut a man’s balls as feed them
to him

It’s disgusting to watching , how this guy
can’t even throw those balls out

Me : fuck



| feel like going out and throwing

He’s back in the bathtub , and just
electrocuted to death . But | think he died
right after swallowing his own balls

Jase : that was gruesome

Me : and you just joined in

He shrugs his shoulders

Tyler : | have a problem with your kind , a
mere fucking security guard at the palace.
And you think that makes you something
better than others , where do you get off



telling my woman she’s trouble and the
nerve to accuse her of witchcraft

What now ! Tyler just claimed a woman as
his , is Jesus finally coming back or what

Tyler : let that be a lesson

He takes a knife , and he cuts the man
everywhere he can

Jase : he’s decorating him

Me : he’s crazy



When Tyler gets into this killing mode of his
he just doesn’t know when to stop

That’s why we’re here , not because he
wants us to help kill . He’s very much
capable of doing so himself

The man is weak like very weak , he doesn’t
survive the knife cuts

| don’t know what these two man did , but
damn they died gruesome

And | won’t mind to meet this woman that
has Tyler spilling blood just for her



*Tyler*

She’s asleep, | thought I'll find her awake .
So I’'m a bit disappointed but it’s the pills

| just wanted to tell her that | love her too,
and that she still has many chances to tell
me that

Because | doubt she heard me when |
responded back



In this case she just came out straight,
expressed her feelings

And that got her a man, not that | wasn’t
hers already but she made it official

| walk out to get her food , but I’'m met by
my mother going out of the throne room

Me : mommy you’'re not well

Mom : it’s these damn royal council men,
Tyler you have to find Dikeledi for me . |
need to know why that shadow is following
her



| wasn’t crazy when | said there’s a shadow
there , meaning | really saw it

Me : okay, what is the royal council saying?

Mom : they’re accusing her of witchcraft,
and they want her burned . You have to find
her for me , before any of them finds her

These people just don’t know when enough
is enough

Me : okay go rest now

| watch her as she walks inside the house, |
walk inside the throne room



Me : apologies my king, | didn’t realise you
were busy

| don’t even wait for him to respond, | saw
everyone in there and I'm fine

Sambulo : now | feel fresh

We meet at the corner, we came back here
after leaving the house

Me : good, now | want you to make sure
each and everyone in that throne room of
the royal council doesn’t make it home
tonight . And | mean all 7 of them



Sambulo : what did these people do to you

Me : touched the apple of my eye

Jase : make it 9, in a day that’s bad . We'll
let you know when we have them all

| leave them there , walking back to my
chamber . I'll spend time with her before |
leave again

*INSERT 09*



*Tyler*

| know my mother means well, and only
hopes to help Ledi

| could have just told her the truth that
she’s here, but what she said about the
council

Just got me back on protective mode, and
first instinct was to protect her . I'll kill
whoever tries to harm her, | don’t give a
rats ass if they were going to or just



planning to . They will die, just for the mere
thought of wanting her to be killed

Having this woman in my arms , and have
people be out there ready to destroy her
and for what ?

There’s nothing | won’t do to protect her,
at Al costs . I'll do everything and anything |
can

Even if it means spilling blood all over this
kingdom I’ll do that and have no regrets
whatsoever

My phone rings, and it’s Sambulo | answer



Me : yeah

Sambulo : we go them all , we’re at the far
end forest

Me : I'll be there soon

| drop the call, these pills really knocked
her out

But | know she’ll be a whole better
tomorrow

*Sambulo*



We have those 5 men and 2 women tied to
the tries, stripped naked on top

They’re crying and begging us to let them
go, but it’s all just so useless

Tyler sends you on a task you do it , and
keep your own fucking feels out of it

Jase : it’s always all fun when Ty is around

| don’t understand people who rejoice over
death , as much as we kill

At the end of the day we’re still people,
okay let me just say that for myself



He arrives, and looks like he’s been walking

Me : won’t we get eaten by wild animals
here ?

Jase : he’s the animal that will devour you

We laugh

Tyler : where is that tool box ?

Jase hands it to him, he fiddles inside of it
until he finds what he’s looking for

Call me a coward or what, but it’s enough
for one day



Seeing this much blood, it has got to be
disturbing

He’s so invested as he’s busy cutting their
toes and fingers, not forgetting ears

| swear something is definitely wrong with
Tyler | don’t care what anyone says

He must be bipolar, no one gets to be this
cold hearted . A whole ruthless cold killer

He’s not having mercy on these people,
imagine the pain of having fingers and toes
being cut on by one



Having your ears cut it , and he leaves you
like that and goes to another

| would he dead by the time he gets to me
honestly , because it’ll be clear the same
fate awaits me

Tyler : Jase the acid

Can this just be the last kill while I’'m here,
and | actually want to leave tomorrow

Jase hands him the acid , he takes it and
pours it over their feet heading up . He just
wants them to feel the pain, | wonder what
they’ve done to him



We watch their bodies slowly fading to
nothing, like absolutely nothing

Me : these adults are going to haunt us

Jase laughs, but I’'m being real right now .
We might have not killed them

But we were just here watching , seeing this
lunatic kill them

Jase : crime scene cleaned

Tyler burns the acid bottle along with the
cutter he was using until all is gone



Tyler : fuck | need to shut my eye

We all leave heading back to the palace,
part ways when we arrive going into our
sleeping quarters

*Dikeledi*

| wake up and he’s just staring at me, he’s
very creepy right now



He moves my hair off my face, and still says
nothing . | don’t know how long he’s been
awake , because of that time he takes
before talking after waking up

Tyler : and she’s awake

Okay so he’s talking , he must have long
woken up then

And | feel like I've been sleeping forever,
it’s surely the next day today

I’ve missed school for two days now, | need
to get back on my feet



This is my last year | can’t afford to slack, if
| want that financial aid

And | can’t help but be worried about
Princess as well

Where is she ? And is she okay or what ?

Me : | felt like you weren’t here

He gives me his famous seconds smile

Tyler : not possible , where could | possibly
not be here ?

Me : | don’t know



Tyler : I've been here sweetheart

He’s so assuring that | even feel crazy for
what | said

Maybe he just wasn’t holding me that’s why
| felt like he wasn’t here

Me : where is your sister ?

Tyler : sweetheart don’t worry about her,
she’s going to be okay and you’ll see her
soon

Me : okay



Tyler : do you remember you said you love
me ?

How can | forget that ?

Me : don’t tell your girlfriend | said that

Tyler : we have a date as soon as you're
okay

Yes ignore the girlfriend part

Me : | want to go to school tomorrow

Tyler : are you ready for that?



Me : | can never be ready, but | need to

Tyler : okay but you’re not leaving here

Me : did you not hear what | said ?

Tyler : and | fixed it

| don’t understand how he can fix people
accusing me of witchcraft

*Tyler*



The guys are still here, though Jase is to
leave tomorrow morning

| just spent the day with my heart, doing
nothing just cuddling and talking

She’s back to sleeping now, | don’t know
how | feel about her going back to school
but | understand the importance of it

We're in the hut with my parents, the twins
are still in the water

This is starting to be worrying , but the
parents as chilled as ever so | guess | have
no reason to worry as well



Mom : Ty | asked you to do something for
me

Me : | know

Mom : and ?

Me : she’ll come tomorrow

Ask me why I’'m not telling her that she’s
here, | also don’t know why

Mom : | hope so, | really think she needs
help

Me : | understand mommy



Dad : you’re too old for that

| laugh , and help my mother up . We all
walk out

Dad : let’s have a word

We stay behind a bit

Dad : the seer us worried

Me : of ?

Dad : there’s been too much blood spilled
on this land as of late



Me :oh?

Dad : don’t do that Tyler

Me : why are you telling me this ? Did he
say it was me ?

Dad : no he doesn’t know , but he’s seen of
the blood

Me : okay then, let your people stop
throwing around unfounded rumours

Dad : unfounded rumours ?



Me : | hope you know that your guard and
royal council , were out of line with their
accusation

Dad : wait this is about that girl ?

Me : | don’t kill for fun, | don’t do it
because I’'m bored

Dad : Tyler you’ve killed the royal council ,
and a guard ?

The reality of that shocks him

Me : and | would do it again if | have to



Dad : what were you thinking ? How are we
going to explain 8 dead people ?

Me : make it 9, and there’s nothing to
explain when there’s no bodies

He gives me a disapproving look , he’s just
being a king right now and nothing else

Me : | don’t know about you, but I'll do
anything and everything for the woman |
love . | hope that’s clear Manzini, and |
won’t have any hesitations

| am my father’s son and that’s that



*INSERT 10*

*Tyler*

| had to go uniform shopping this morning,
and I’'m thankful | got everything

Although I’'m still against her going back but
she’s in her last year she can’t miss much
anymore



She’s getting ready, I'll drop her off at
school when she’s done

We're having breakfast with the guys Jase is
about to leave after this

Jase : why are you not eating ?

That’s addressed to Sambulo, and it’s a
shocker he’s not eating

Because he’s always chewing something in
his mouth

He’s quitting smoking , that’s why he always
chews



Sambulo : | have no appetite

Me : oh

Jase : a whole you ?

Sambulo : don’t be like that okay

Jase : even last night you didn’t eat
anything

Sambulo : Jase how do you expect me to
eat , when | saw a man being forced to
swallow his own testicles ?

He’s still there ?



Me : are you being for real right now ?

He pushes his plate away from him

Sambulo : | think | need counselling

Jase : you traumatized this boy

They have got to be kidding me right now

Sambulo : | think from right this moment
I’'m a vegetarian

Jase laughs, and | can’t wrap my head
around Sambulo’s reaction right now



A text from Ledi comes through she’s done
and ready to leave

Me : Jase I’'m heading out , you staying
behind ?

Jase : no, will you drop me off at the
airport?

Me : might as well

Sambulo : leave me behind

He say shaking his head



Me : | wasn’t planning on taking you
anywhere . And while you’re at that therapy
talk , leave my name out of it

Jase and | get up

Jase : or you might just you know

Sambulo : you don’t kick a man when he’s
down

Me : it’s actually dog

Sambulo : but I’'m a man

Me : then act like it, snap out of this



We walk out leaving him there, he’ll
probably run away from the meat

Since he’s now a vegetarian

*Prince*

| hate water with everything in me, and |
wake up I’'m inside water . The pool in the
royal hut , next to me it’'s my sister and she
seems to be sleeping



| shake her a bit, but she’s out of it . And
very much cold , more like freezing ice cold

But | know she’s still alive , | feel he heart is
still beating

We just have that twin thing where we
know when one of us is not okay

And now I’'m feeling like myself , meaning
that there’s nothing wrong with her

| feel like I've been in deep sleep for a while,
| get out of the water . I'm just in shorts
there’s even nothing here for me to wear



| don’t even know how long we’ve been in
here, it feels like quite a while

| open the door and walk out, it’s just the
guards and maidens out here

| walk to the main house , and fine my
mother in the lounge

Me : my queen

The happiness on her face can’t even be
explained

Mom : you're okay



She tries to get up but | walk to her

Me : relax

She smiles

Mom : how are you feeling Manzini ?

Me : so confused but can we talk , I’'m
hungry though and | feel like | need a bath

Mom : okay go take a bath, I'll ask for food
to be prepared . Then we can talk

Me : okay



Mom : your sister is still out of it ?

Me : | think so, what happened to her ?

Mom : go bath so we can talk

Me : okay

| go to my chamber, my mother is the most
understanding parent that’s my view

Hopefully when | explain what happened,
she will understand

| just hope there’s nothing wrong with me
like I’'m bewitched or cursed



| take my bath and just put on casual
clothes

| go back to join my mother, and she has a
feast . | dish up for myself

Me : so right....

Mom : can you just finish eating ?

Me : | can’t

Mom : Prince you’re just disgusting

Me : okay thank you



We laugh

Me : so | was there at the hotel, | couldn’t
be with everyone else inside . | kept getting
hot and cold , next thing | was on the floor
right at the balcony . | went into the room |
kept for myself , locked myself in there . To
be honest | was scared , because | didn’t
feel like myself at all . My heart was beating
against my chest, like it was going to pop
out . | don’t know what happened, it’s like
my back was opening . Next thing | knew,
wings were coming out of my back . |
couldn’t handle the pain, it was so
unbearable . | got weak and after that |
remember nothing at all

That sounded crazy



Mom : it’s okay baby

She says so warm, | look at her

Mom : don’t give me that look

Me : you don’t think I’'m crazy ?

She laughs

Mom : you’'re my son, you can never be
crazy . Don’t worry everything will make
sense on its own okay, and daddy will talk
to you . So you’ll be fine

Me : was it a dream ?



| know it wasn’t but a whole being growing
wings doesn’t sound human at all

Mom : no it wasn’t a dream

Now I’'m finished , and | think I’'m yet to be
finished further

*Dikeledi*

| thought I’'ve had worst days but nothing
like today



| even regret coming back here, but | can’t
afford to fail

And the work load that was just waiting for
me , just two days it felt like two months

But | see that and | can cover for it

What | can’t take nor handle it’s the stares,
finger pointing and the whispers

Worse the things writing in the toilets about
me

I’'m called every name you can think of,
there’s ugly pictures



What hurts the most is being called a witch,
as if | don’t already have a lot dealing with

When | was done with my classes | sat
behind the school hall and cried

It was so hard to hold myself in front of
everyone , at some point | even shed tears
in class

And that turned into a joke as soon as soon
as the teacher was out

With this thing lingering over me, | guess its
what’s everyone is saying at the village .
This makes me wonder if I’'m still welcomed
at the palace



All these talks have just put some fear into
me , village people never take kindly to such

What if I'm torched alight because I'm
supposedly a witch ?

The way | keep hurting over me over again,
I’'m even failing to pray . Makes me wonder
how God would even answer me , when |
have no words to utter

But just tears addressed to him, does he
hear those as well ?

What have | done, like who have | wronged
so much that | deserve all this much pain
and hurt ?



Haven’t | cried and shed enough tears ?

Someone is calling my name , and | know
the cold voice very well

| try to wipe my tears but it’s useless, these
tears keep falling

Tyler : sweetheart I've been calling looking
foryou .....

| lift my head and look at him, he just
crouches down as soon as he sees the tears

He hugs me, | sob so loudly against his
chest



Tyler : I’'m here now

Can | just not loose this one thing | have in
him ? Because of my troubles and problems

Will he just bare with me ?

*Tyler*

| was so right that she shouldn’t go back

there , now she’s gone back like 10 steps
back



Coming back she wasn’t stopping with the
tears, | ended up drugging her . | hate it
because then, she’ll get hooked on these
things

But she was just breaking my heart, and
couldn’t even tell me why she was crying so
much

Me : tell me something

Sambulo : you’re done with killing people
right ?

Me : stop, these private colleges do they
take new students at this time of the year



Sambulo : | don’t think so , wouldn’t the
person have missed out on 3 semesters
already ?

Me : Sambulo you just have white parents
don’t get smart with me, | need space for
someone to finish last term of matric

Sambulo : oh, but | still think it’s too late ..
But you know everyone has a price

Me : get on with it then

Sambulo : right



| walk into the house , and the sleeping
Prince is awake

Me : you still fine ?

Prince : you see I'm fine , please don’t start
with me

| chuckle and sit down

Me : where is your half ?

Prince : still enjoying some water sleep

| laugh



Me : that’s nice

Mom : what would have been nice, is you
doing what | asked you

Not this again

Me : ma (mom)

Mom : Tyler what is so hard with just doing
that ?

Me : she’s not okay

Mom : | need to talk to her Tyler



Okay , mommy raising her voice that’s not
good

Me : tomorrow morning | promise

She walks past us

Prince : and that ?

Me : nothing that concerns you boy

He laughs

Prince : she’s not happy with you, just do
what she asked you to do



Listen to this boy, Ledi is still healing her
wound . But | can’t upset my mother

I’ll speak with her tonight, and tomorrow
morning I’'m certain she’s not going to
school

Hopefully she agrees to talk to my mother

*INSERT 11*



*Tyler*

| look at this beautiful person of mine, and |
hate everything that she’s just going
through

She’s doesn’t deserve any of this, she has
cried enough and | just want it all to stop

Me : sweetheart

I’m afraid to touch her, because | don’t
know what triggered her to cry today



She might just get a scare, if | dare touch
her

Me : sweetheart

She turns slowly and looks at me, she’s so
red and her eyes are swollen

Me : you have to eat

Ledi : I’'m not hungry

Me : you’re not starving yourself in my
presence, get up and eat



She just stares at me, and her eyes are
painful the way she keeps blinking

Me : please

It takes a while but she gets up and sit

Ledi : don’t

Me : no you don’t

Puppy eyes don’t work on me

Me : you didn’t want to eat, so I'm feeding
you because I’'m the one who wants you to
eat



She smiles, at least we’re going
somewhere. | feed her until she’s done

Ledi : you must stop this I’'m not 5

Me : I’'m like 6 years older than you, so that
makes you 6 to me

Ledi : what ?

She’s so confused and I’'m confused myself

Me : we need to talk

| put the tray away, and get on the bed
with her . She’s fiddling with her fingers



Ledi : you want me to leave ?

Me : leave uyaphi ? (Where are you going)

She shrugs her shoulders

Me : are you going to tell me what
happened at school ?

Ledi : they were nasty

Me : nasty how ?

Ledi : everyone was just talking about me,
and they said not so nice things about me in
the toilets



What is this ? 1990 . So school kids do this
nonsense of writing about each other in
school toilets ?

Me : | want you to stop going to school ?

Ledi : | can’t, this is my only chance of ever
making something out of myself . My life is
a mess and school is the only last messed
up thing, I can still make right . If possible, |
can’t stop going to school

Me : I’ll take you to a college

She shakes her head



Me : what’s that ?

Ledi : Ty I’'m not your burden nor your
responsibility , | have no one right now and
that’s the reality of my life . | can’t depend
on you, | don’t want that . What happens
when this goes sour ?

Me : nothing is going to go sour here, and
don’t make decisions for me atall . I'm a
grown ass man, | want you to be my
burden and my responsibility . So don’t tell
me that

She goes quite, | think we’re understanding
each other



Ledi : are you leaving ?

Me : me ?

Ledi : yes, like Princess said you stay in
Cape town

Me : she did huh ?

Ledi:so ?

Me : I’'m leaving yes, but I'll be back for
you. Remember you still have to overcome
these, solcan putaringonit



She smiles, | settle fine and cuddle her. We
stay in quite for a while

Ledi : | don’t want you to go

Finally

Me : you don’t ?

Ledi: I don’t, how will | go back and live
with those people ?

Me : you're not, you’ll stay here

Ledi : without you ?



Me : Princess will be here

Ledi : don’t you understand that right now |
think no one wants me here

Me : | have no idea what you’re talking
about, but | want you here

Ledi : and you’re leaving

Me : I’'m still here, I’'m not gone yet . And |
won’t be gone forever

We go back to the silence now



Me : the queen wants to talk to you about
the shadow

She has quite a reaction, and it’s not a good
one

Ledi : did you tell her I’'m here ?

Me : no

Ledi : don’t

Me : why not ?

Ledi : the same shadow | know nothing
about has people calling me a witch Ty



Me : there was a whole misunderstanding
there with your encounter with her, my
mother is a medium

Ledi : a what ?

Me : a psychic medium, she’s able to
communicate with spirit . She wants to see
you only because she wants to see if she
can be able to communicate with the
shadow

Ledi : so it’s a dead person ?

The exaggeration of that



Me : | don’t know , but please just see her
tomorrow morning

Ledi : will you be there ?

Me : yes

Ledi : okay, don’t tell your mother I’'ve been
staying here

| smile , and kiss her forehead . She agreed
that’s all that matters, and my mother can
get off my back about this



*Prince®

Breakfast is something else this morning,
Ledi is here . And she doesn’t look good,
she has a dark mark under her eye

And what do you know she’s in Tyler’s
clothes again

| hate what my mind is doing right now, can
it be my brother has taken her ?



How will | survive with her as sister in-law,
while | hold this love for her ?

This is a disaster in the making , and only
I’'m seeing it

My parents are so oblivious to this, surely
I’m not the only one seeing these clothes
are Tyler’s

Dad : | have errands, | need to go

Mom : remember the doctors appointment

Dad : I'll be back before then



Something strange has happened here, all
the council members are gone like
disappeared with the wind

And two royal guards as well, no one
knows where they are or what happened to
them

My father is in and out of meetings, trying
to find out what happened

He leaves and the rest of us finish eating

Me : can | go back to school tomorrow ?



Beats me why Ledi is not at school, clearly
I’'ve missed a lot

Mom : it’s Friday tomorrow , why not just
go on Monday ?

Me : I've already missed a lot

Mom : a day won’t make a difference

Me : | don’t know about that

Mom : | don’t need to go crazy

No pregnant woman needs to be crazy



Me : apologies my queen

Tyler is so amused right now

Mom : you go to school Prince it’s fine

Me : thank you

And it’s my queue to excuse myself from
this table

*Dikeledi*



With just the three of us left, | don’t know
how to feel nor react right now

I’'m scared of what the queen will say, and |
must say I’'m very much bothered about this
shadow

Whatis it , who is it and what does it want
from me ?

This is scary, like how can | be okay or at
peace knowing there’s a shadow that’s
following me ?

With everything that Tyler said last night,
my mind is all over the place



But seeing that | missed school, | don’t
even know if this means | agree with what
he said

All I know is that | hate my life to the core
right now, nothing is going right

And the more | pray, the more it feels like
God is not listening

The more | cry it makes me look like I'm
weak , and I’'m just being annoying crying
about everything and anything

The more | ask for a way out, it makes me
look like nothing but a complainer



Tyler is here now yes, but he knows
nothing about me

I’'m sure the second he finds out about the
rape , he will run so fast and never look

back

| feel like I’'m being double standards to
him, because I’'m hiding things from him

And | feel like that’s not fair , because I'm
making him see a person I’'m really not

Here | am in denial , but when | face the
truth | know just how deeply invested I've
just been to him



| love Tyler, and | can’t even run away from
that . | love him, and heading towards to
being in love with him

Queen Royalty : Ty excuse us

Why now ? Because | need him here

Tyler : like leave ?

Queen Royalty : yes

She can’t do this to me, | hold Tyler’s hand
under the table . He holds mine even tighter



Queen Royalty : you two are really doing
this ?

Tyler : no

Queen Royalty : last | checked , she was
Princess’s friend

Tyler : which she still is

Queen Royalty : where do you enter into all
of this ?

Now | feel like telling him to leave , because
it’s so uncomfortable with the queen asking
these questions



And it’s uncomfortable for me not him

*Tyler*

My mother finally let’s go of her suspicions,
we all go to the garden

She’s the one who asks for that , for
whatever reason | don’t know



And we sit down on the grass, the things
women make us do

Mom : don’t look so scared

| get why Ledi is scared

Mom : you wanted him to be here, just
know that when spirit comes up and they
say things | can’t hold back

Ledi nods , and she’s so not sure about this .
And it’s because of the rape thing, the fact
that she maybe things | don’t know . | kept
quite because | only wanted her to be the
one telling me, for her to be able to open
up to me



Without me pestering her about it, but we
never got there and here we are now

Mom : your mother is not at peace, and
she’s the one that’s been following you
everywhere as a shadow . Because she’s not
even buried in the ground , her remains lies
at the river.

Ledi doesn’t know what to make of this,
and | don’t blame her at all

But now I’'m here like , should | even be
here ? There’s a presence that’s hovering
here

Mom : she’s here, see that



She points to a bird that’s not far from us,
and it’s a rare kind of a bird

Ledi : I....I always see this bird . Form time to
time

Mom : you’re her daughter, she comes to
you in peace . That’s why you’ll never see
the shadow , but she’s angry at everyone
else . That why they see her as a shadow

Me : what did we do to her ?

Mom : Tyler this is not about you

Okay now | know , | shouldn’t have asked



that or even ask anything for that matter

Mom : do you feel that ?

Ledi : the chills on my arms ?

Mom : yes

Ledi : 1 do, and | feel them from time to
time . Actually it’s a thing that happens
every day

Mom : she says that’s her validating that
she’s always with you

The bird starts chirping but the strange



thing is that it’s like it’s crying

Mom : she says she’s sorry that she wasn’t
able to protect you from her, she can’t do
anything because of the water where she is.
She can’t fight , that’s why she failed to
protect you . Her shadow is the only thing
that’s able to follow you , but it can’t do
much as well to that extent . She says
saving you from the car, was just an instinct
because she was following you when you
were running . He hurt you and took your
innocence , made you a wife while his slept
in the next room . She watched but couldn’t
do anything, she’s asking for you to forgive
her for failing to protect you against him



Now she’s crying , the day | see this woman
stop crying would be the greatest day of my
life ever

And the fact that the rape is out, she’s
pulling away from me . And | hate it

| don’t see her any different than how I've
always seen her since day one

Ledi : he hurt me

Mom : | know and I’'m sorry

Now | have to deal with two important
women in my life crying



Ledi : now I'll never be the same , what man
will ever love a woman damaged as me ? He
is my brother , why couldn’t he love me
enough to protect me ? Instead he saw a
vessel he can use to pleasure himself . |
hate him and | hate myself more, what is so
wrong with me that he saw it was okay to
do that ?

I’ve seen Ledi cry and believe me you it’s
one painful thing to see, but this right here
it’s heart breaking

Mom : | can’t do this

She’s also crying , and | get why . But she



started this can’t she just finish ? For Ledi’s
sake

| beg her with my eyes , she pleads but I’'m
also pleasing

| don’t want Ledi to revisit this trauma
again, can it just be done today ? So she can
focus on healing

My mother nods wiping her own years . |
hug Ledi but she doesn’t hug me back, she
wants to push me off

But I’'m not letting go , she’s not getting rid
of me this easily



Ledi : if she’s not the one we buried, then
who did we bury ?

Okay now we’re moving forward

Mom : it wasn’t her, your mother was
murdered by your brother . He’s the one
who threw her in the river

What was so wrong with that boy ? He
killed his own mother

Now | know I’'m a worst case scenario, but
I’ll never kill my own mother no matter
what . But then I’'m not a rapist either, so
I’m one hell of a case better than he is



Ledi : can’t | do something to put my
mother to rest ?

Mom : don’t worry I'll help you with that,
but she needs you to have peace and
healing forgive

Ledi : no, | will never forgive Thato ever

Mom : baby forgive yourself for feeling this
way for having this hate towards yourself .
You did nothing to anyone, don’t carry
burdens that are not yours

| don’t see how she’ll do that , because
she’s really isolating herself from everything



Mom : | think this is enough , Ty see that
she’s okay . And just know this he’s dead

Ledi doesn’t even look like she cares , my
mother knowing Thato is dead

Does it means she knows I’'m the one who
killed him ? She’ll have me for breakfast

She gets up and leaves us, it's soon after
the bird comes closer and leaves as well

*Dikeledi*



| wasn’t so ready for any of that , makes me
wonder just wicked Thato was

Whoever killed him if he was really killed
did the world a favour

If only they killed him much earlier , a whole
lot of pain would have been saved for me

Tyler walks in, | feel his presence and I've
been avoiding him all afternoon

Yet I'm in his room , how stupid of me . |
don’t want to know what he thinks of me,
now that he knows the truth



But | also want to feel his presence next to
me , that’s why I’'m in his hoodie

Cuddling his pillow , crazy | know . I’'m afraid
now that I’'m about to lose the one sane
thing in my life

Tyler : to have so much disrespect, cuddling
a pillow on my bed while I’'m right here

He takes the pillow and throws it down,
getting on the bed . He cuddles me and now
it’s perfect

Tyler : | hate what you’re doing, pushing
me away like this . It’s not fair at all



Okay now he’s sulking and it’s so cute, if
only | had the courage to look at his face

Tyler : you’re not getting rid of me , now
you’ve spoken it’s time to seek healing . |
can’t wait to wife you

He’s still there, he keeps pecking my
forehead

Me : don’t make me feel like everything is
alright

Tyler : everything is not alright , you’re hurt
so how can everything be alright ? You're
not okay and that’s understandable



Me : did you hear anything | said Ty ?

Tyler : okay something very important,
sweetheart | think you need to find a cute
name to call me with . Because this Ty it’s
not working , worse my parents call me Ty
when they’re not pleased with me so it’s
not working

Really ? Finding a cute pet name to call him
with is important

We're not even there with each other,
honestly | don’t even know where we are

Tyler : and there’s nothing you said | didn’t
hear, nor | didn’t know



Me : what ?

Tyler : | always new, the morning you woke
up in my chamber | knew

What’s the meaning of this ?

Me : then why did you keep quite ?

Tyler : it wasn’t my portion to say, | wanted
you to trust me enough to tell me

Me : I’'m sorry

And the water works



Tyler : don’t do that with me , you owe me
no apology nothing

But this changes everything, if he always
knew . Then he was comfortable being with

He still said everything he said knowing,
does it mean it changed nothing between
us ?

Tyler : you’'re stuck with me, I’'m going
nowhere .

The pecks everywhere on my face, causing
me to giggle



He hugs me tightly, | swear | love these
tight hugs . It’s like he wants to conjoin us,
and it’s crazy that | even feel this way . But |
love it

Tyler : you know | think we should go on
that date

Me : really ?

Tyler : yes, see | want us to be so together
through this whole healing

Isn’t he just God sent ? And Argh there’s
that Enhle, can she just forgive me .
Because I’'m taking her man right now , and
| plan to keep him as mine alone



If he can be this Tyler to me , knowing what
I’ve been through . What a fool would | be
to keep pushing him away

*INSERT 12*

*Sambulo*

She trails her hands all over me , the other
one kisses me . I’'m quick to pull out of the
kiss



| don’t just kiss anyone, a kiss sends a
message and I’'m not trying to send any
message to both of them

| don’t even know who they are, | just want
sex and that’s it

This yellow bone is so out to get me, she’s
reeling in for affection and that’s not what |
intend to give

| pull out and move away from both of them

Me : | wouldn’t mind a show

| pour myself a glass of scotch



Girl 2 : what do you mean a show ?

Me : you two pleasuring each other

Girl 1 : 1 like

Me : well then get on with it

| sit down on the end of the bed, they kiss
each other and it’s the most sexiest thing
ever

Their hands all over each other, squeezing
and rubbing on each other’s boobs . | don’t
care who say what, and don’t let any men
tell you otherwise



There’s nothing disgusting about women
fucking each other

If anything it turns you on to your limits, as
much as they may condemn it . Most men
love that shit, and one of the most who do

The dark beauty fingers the yellow bone,
their moans fill the room

They both lay , down the other on top of
the other

The yellow bone goes down on the dark
beauty, | don’t know their names and |
didn’t bother to ask because | didn’t need
to know



She feasts on that pussy for dear life , my
dick throbs | stroke it to release the slight
pain

She moves up and they kiss for a while,
before they get into a scissoring position

The hunger and lust on their faces, seeing
each other pussy’s exposed like this

They move closer and fuck each other, this
pussy to pussy . Clit on clit shit sound
insane, but damn it’s a whole fucking
perfection

| get up and join in on the fun, the yellow
bone grabs on my dick . She gives me one



hell blowing blow job , while they’re still
scissoring

*Princess®

| don’t know how long I’'ve been here, like |
have no idea at all . As much as it’s nice
being here and all, | miss home . | miss my
family and | miss my best friend



| wonder if my mother has given birth yet,
I’ll be so sad if she has already

| wanted to be there when it happens, I'm
looking forward to being a big sister

So | wanted to be there so | can hold my
little one , maybe even get to name him or
her like Tyler did with us

Although | don’t like his name’s , and |
actually can’t believe my parents let him get
away with it

We're already a Prince and Princess , those
didn’t need to be our real names



I’m not learning much here, besides
spending time with the fallen queens

Hearing them tell me about the rule, it’s all
fascinating no lie

But | miss my normal life back home , even
though | know now that nothing will ever be
normal

Grandma : you're lonely

There’s nothing this woman misses , she
gets everything and she’s never wrong

Me : | miss home



As much as | love and enjoy being here, and
I’'m not a whole mundane human

| miss my mortal life and everything about
it, yes it’'ll be different now but it’s fine

Home is home, it doesn’t matter what is
what

Grandma : come

Really ? And here | was thinking she’ll say |
can go home

| follow her grumpy as ever, but the smile |
put when | see that the portal is opened



She laughs

Me : | hope | did not offend you

| love them , and being here . But | want to
go home, | won’t lie about that

And surely they weren’t planning to keep
me here forever, this is home to them
because they’ve fallen

I”m still very much alive

Grandma : we were just waiting on you to
tell us that you’re ready to go home



Now ways so I’'m the reason I've been stuck
here ? | thought they would tell me when
it’s time to go home

Serves me right for thoughting , because no
one ever asked me to

Grandma : remember what | told you

She said a lot, and | can only hope that I'm
ready for all of it

Grandma : any portal of water, you can
summon us and we’ll answer . Either one of
us is here to serve you



Me : I'll keep that in mind my queen

Grandma : and your first task awaits you

Already ?

*Tyler*

Sambulo still hasn’t gotten back to me
about the college issue



| hope for his sake he will have something
for me end of today

Ledi hates missing school and staying home,
but this is for her sanity

And most importantly mine , because when
she’s not okay | lose my mind

People end up dead , my father is already
gathering another council

All thanks to me for getting rid of the last
one, | want to stay out of these peoples
ways . And the only way | can do that is if |
keep Ledi away from them



| understand she can’t miss much more
than this , and that she wants to be done
this year

She doesn’t want to be left behind , so
finishing next year is not an option

My phone rings and it’s Jase , we’re still in
bed but I’'m working

Money doesn’t sleep , and now | have
someone to take care of on a serious note

Me : yeah

Jase : the organ shipment has arrived



Shit, it can’t be when I’'m here . And | still
planned to stay for a while

Me : it’s early

Jase : | know, but there’s nothing we can do
now . It’s here and we can’t return it back

Me : fuck

This beautiful person next to me turns, and
| can’t have her hear such things

Jase : what to do in the meantime ?

Me : Abdul needs those things fresh Jase



Jase : | know

Me : get in contact with him , he has to be
on the next flight he can find . Those can’t
go into the freezer

Jase : let me get onto it

| drop the call , working with incompetent
people is a job on its own

I’'m fuming now, if those organs go off . I've
lost billions of the Mafia’s . As much as |
lead the families, | still take care of them .
And | don’t do mess ups it can’t be me



Ledi : what’s wrong ?

| turn my face and look at her, she’s
rubbing her eyes . Cutest thing ever

Me : good morning

| only hope she didn’t get anything | said

Ledi : you okay ?

Me : stressed, | have to go back to Cape
town

Ledi : | don’t want you to go



| feel like I’'m dealing with a 6 year old
indeed

Me : let’s go on that date

Ledi : you’re still leaving

Me : and I'll come back

She says nothing, | close the laptop and
face her completely

Me : the date ?

Ledi : tomorrow is perfect



Me :oh?

Ledi : it’s Friday today , who goes on a date
on Friday ?

Me : we do

Ledi : we’re not

A knock comes at the door, strange
because even maidens don’t come to my
chamber . | kiss her forehead , get up and
open the door . It's my mother . Talk about
getting caught off guard , | make sure to
stand at the door so she doesn’t come in



Me : mommy

| say with a smile

Mom : how is Ledi doing ?

Is this a trick question or what ?

Me : | ...think she’s okay

| have to play it cool, | don’t know who she
feels . Especially after what she said
yesterday

Mom : tell her to come see me



Why is she sending me like she knows ?

Me : I ..I will

She turns to walk away but turns and faces
me before | close the door

Mom : you know | saw you two yesterday
right ?

Me : saw us ?

Mom : don’t hurt that child more than she’s
already been Ty, get rid of hoes if you want
to commit . Because trust me | can tell you
right now, she doesn’t want to be one of



the hoes . She wants to be the one that gets
it all , the man the love and the ring and
everything that comes with it all

Me : yes

She walks away , and I’'ve never felt so
stupid like | have right now after saying that
yes

My mother just got herself a daughter in-
law , she’s scolding me . Feels like I'm in
high school all over again



*Prince®

| couldn’t miss school, so | came anyways
even though it’s a Friday and all like my
mother said

Everything is just strange for me today, this
whole environment feels all new to me

Like it’s something | don’t know , | just don’t
know how to explain this feeling



My father has promised that we’ll have a
talk soon , | understand that he’s been busy

So it’s understandable, and I’'m not in a
hurry . So I'll wait for him

Zamo : your girl is sulking

Me : because she thinks | was busy
whoering around

And she’s in for another thing if she thinks
I’'m going to beg her to act right

By the end of today someone else would be
in her place



I’ll never beg a women like never, unless if
it’s my mother or sister then yeah

Zamo : what’s going on with you three ?

Me : us three ?

Zamo : you're like some kind of trinity , and
you all missed school for days . One of you
came for a day and she looked beaten up,
and she never came back . You come back
on the most odd day ever Friday, and it’s
like you’re not even here . Let me guess the
last one will come Monday, and shée’ll be
stranger than you two

Me : wow dude really ?



He laughs

Zamo : you’ve even taken Ledi’s ...

Me : shut up

Zamo : what’s up with you three anyways ?

Me : we were dealing with a very personal
matter

Zamo : okay hold back now, | know you
haven’t smashed her . So there’s no way
she’s carrying your kid



Me : last | checked , she wasn’t carrying
anyone’s kid

That’s if she hasn’t slept with Ty already,
I’'m sure he’ll just get her pregnant on
purpose

Zamo : see you’re zoning out on me

Me : man just leave it okay , when the time
is right and fine we’ll return back to school

| don’t know about Ledi though , | got to see
what has been said about her . As much as |
pulled my weight around and the prince
card , and had toilets cleaned



It doesn’t erase anything , and I’'m not the
schools favou