
THEUNKEPTWIFE

Societyfaileduswomenourfamiliesfailedus

sodidthecommunity.Wearetrainedand

taughtrespectataveryyoungage,taughthow

todothehousechoreshowtotakecareofour

kids.Wearetaughtthewayoftreatingour

husbands.

Howweshouldfightforthem,howweshould

notletthethirdpersoncomeintoourlivesand

messupourholymatrimony.Whataboutmen?

Howoftenaretheytaughthowtoloveand

protectus?Whoprotectsuswhentheyareour

ownenemies?.

Don'tyoudaretellmeabouthoweasyitisto

leaveanabusivemarriagewhenyouhavenever

beenthere.It'ssoeasytosayyouwillpackyour

bagsandleavebecauseyouareseeingthat

fromadistanceyouarefarawayfromthebitter



sweethell.Iamnottalkingaboutthefairytales

ofcinderellaandtheRomeoandJuliet.

Noonewantsamarriagethatistoughand

burning.AllIwantedwasmyknightinshinning

armour.

Insteadofbeingsupportedbyyourfamilyyou

aretoldthat"umshadouyabekezelwa"(youhave

tobepatientinmarriage)

Youaretoldnottotellthefilthythingsthatyour

husbanddoesbecauseitisconsideredimmoral

anditdamageshisimage"howdoyoudishthe

dirtofyourhusband?youshallbealaughing

stocktootherwomen.Whataboutme?What

abouthowIfeel?WhowillprotectsinceIam

protectinghim?Thentheysay"Womencry

behindcurtains"wearetoldallthosethings.

Youaretoldthatifhebeatsyouheloves

you,youcan'targuewithhimheisalwaysright.



Apersonwholovesyouwillneverabuseyou.It

shouldn'thurtyou,lovecan'tberedefinedinto

Heonlyhitmeonce.

Anabusiverelationshipislikeadrugitsso

addictiveinawaythatyoufeelhypnotised.You

areemotionallydrained,youarealways

apologisingforthethingshedid

"Iamsorryformakingyoubeatme,Iamsorry

formakingyoucheatonme"

Youareleftwithaheartforeverstainedwiththe

inkofhisdarksoul.Wordscomingfromhis

tonguewroteme.

Myheartissoheavyithasbeenpiercedwith

pinsandneedles.

Thescarsthatarenotvisibletohumankind

arethehardesttoheal.

Helookedscarywhenhewasangry,Iwas

scaredtodisagreewithhim.



IwasnowisolatedIhadnofriends.Ihad

masteredtheartofwearingthehappymask.

Makeupwashidingmymarksreallywell.

Isilentlywipedmyfreshtearsfallinghittingmy

scarredfacemakingmefeeltheitchnessofthe

saltywater.Hewastheresnoringlikeatruck.

Myloyaltyforhimhadturnedintoslavery.

IwishIhadnevermethim,therewasnever

goingtobeaneedtocryoverhim,noneedto

havesacrificemyhappinessforhim,noneedto

feelthepain.Hemanipulatedmewithgiftsand

sex.Igaveintohim,IlovedhimmorethanI

lovedmyself.Icouldn'timaginealifewithout

himIworshippedhimlikehewasmygod.Iwas

scaredofbeingcalledareturnsoldierbecause

ofafailedmarriage.Beingtoldhowyouarea

failurehurts,howotherwomendobetterthan

youinbed.Competingwithgirlswhoareten

yearsyoungerthanyouallbecauseyour



husbandisthetrophytobewon"husand"What

aname.

Mypillowcarriedlotsofsecrets.Itdrippedsalty

waterfilledwithpainandhurt.

Iwastheunkeptwife
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Iamwokenupbythecoldwater.Itsheragain

myaunty.Myauntywasn'tjustanauntyshe



wasamotherwhoguidedmeandmytwo

sisterstheotheronewastenyearsolderthan

mewhiletheotheronewasfifteenyearsolder

andshewasalreadymarried.

"Guguhaveyouforgottenthatyouarewriting

yourlastexam"IjumpedoffthebedIwaslate

asalways

"Mawewhydidn'tyouwakemeupearlier"I

rushedofftothekitchentoboilakettleof

water.

Sheshoutedfromthebedroom

"Whereareyouruniformsyoulazygirl?"

"Inthelastshelf,pleaseironmyskirtinsideout.

Ihateitwhenitisshiny"

"KulungilemaNdaba,Iwillalsotakeyourstudy

materialsunderthebedandyouwillfindthem

ontopofthetable"

Myauntywasalifesaver,shehadprayedallher



lifetogetababybutshefailed.Shewasa

hardcoreChristian,Ilookeduptohershewas

everythingIneededinlife.Inevermissedmy

motherwellshenevergavemeareasonto

missher.Mymotherdiedahappywoman

whateversheaccumulatedwhenshewasstill

alivewasgiventous.Myauntyfoughtforus

toothandnailwhentherelativestriedtoexploit

ourinheritance.

IbathedquicklymylastpaperwasEnglish

paper2.Iwasnotafanofit,Irushedtomy

bedroomnakedwithmywetfeet.

"youstupidgirlwho'sgoingtocleanupyour

mess?"

"Myfavouriteauntywilldothehonour"she

laughedgivingmemoneyforlunch.

Ididn'thavetheNickiminajtypeofabodyor

theGabrielleUnionbeautyIwasjustsimplemy



skinwassunskinedwellIthinkchocolate

dippedsoundsbetter.Iwasnotthatslimmy

bodywasjustaveragewithmysmallperky

breasts.Iwaswearingsize30ifnot32,myass

wasn'tthatbigmystomachwasjustflatthe

bestgeneIgotfrommyaunty.

IranoutsideintothedustyroadsofDobsonville

inSowetothatwasmyhomeSowetoaplace

whereIwasborn,whereIgrewupithad

nurturedmefromthefirstdayIcametoplanet

earthupuntiltoday.IwalkedintotheLamula

JubileeSecondaryschoolwithmydustyfeet

"YouarealwayslateGuguyouarelucky

becauseit'syourlastprelimpaperotherwiseI

wasgoingtosuspendyou"MrDubegrowled

withanger,IhadranoutthereasonswhyamI

alwayslate.



"Iamsorrysir"Irushedtothehall.Everyone

wasalreadysettledalleyeswereonme.I

pulledmyshortskirtalittlelowerandwentto

myseat.

BytwelveO'clockIwasdone.IfoundLizwi

waitingformeoutsidethehall.

Lizwiwasmystrengthandmycomforterhe

wasthebestthingthathadeverhappenedto

me.WhenhesawmeIsawhissmilewideningI

wastakenawaybyhissmilehehadeverything

thatonecanneededinaman

"YoulookflushedMaNdabahowwasyour

paper"Ismiledblushing

"EasyasABC"hekissedmyhand

"Ilovethesoundofthatlet'sgoandbuyKotasI

amsohungry"

"Idon'thavemoneyMhlongoplusIhateitwhen

youspendyourmoneyonme"



"Ilovedoingthatandyouwillnotstopme"he

laughedcarryingmybag,beingwithhimmade

mehappyhewasafriendIneverhad.

"Ican'tbelievethatwearenearlydonewith

exams"IsaiditwithworryIfearedbeingaway

fromhim

"SameherehereGuguandIknowthatafter

matriclifeisgoingtobedifferent.Whatare

yourplansaftermatric?"Icringed

"Idon'twanttotalkaboutit"

Itwasthescarypartofmylife,Ihadnomoney

togotouniversityandIwasn'tthatsmarttoget

abursarythefunnypartaboutmylifewasthatI

didn'tknowwhatIwantedtobe.Notahouse

wifeofcourseIwasjustconfused.Mysisters

workedatPicknPaywhilemyauntywasjusta

domesticworker.Ihadnoonewhoinspiredme



notthatIblamedthemIjusthadnotplanned

myfutureaheadIwastakinglifeonedayata

time.

WegotKotasandatemakinglight

conversations.Heaccompaniedmehome

carryingmybagasusual.

"Ican'twaittoseeyousingingatchurchon

Sunday"hewassmiling

"Youmeantalkingright"Ilaughedflippingmy

headbackwards

"YouhaveanangelicvoicemaNdaba.It

changesthingsandIoftenfeeltheheavens

openingupwhenyoustartsinging"

"Youarereallygoodatsmoothtalkingalady.I

wonderhowyourgirlfrienddealswithyou"

"Mygirlfriendsoyousay.Howdoyoufeelwhen

youdealwithme"

"Ifeellikekillingyou"



"Shefeelslikekillingme"Ismiledwalkinginside

myhouseaftergivinghimahug.

Ihatedtalkingabouthimlovingme.Ilovedhim

asafriendheunderstoodme,Iunderstoodhim

webothhadamutualfeelingbutarelationship

wasgoingtoruinus.Iwantedhimtostaywith

meuntilforeveriftherewassuch.

Auntyhadleftthechickenfeetsontopofthe

bricksdirectlyproportionaltothesunlightthe

icehadmelted.Iwalkedinsidethehousewith

them.

AfterchangingIwenttoThando'shouseto

fetchherweweregoingtochurchforthepraise

andworshippractice.

"AreyoureadyThando?"Iscreamedhername

whenIwasoutsideherhouse.Ilovedhowit

pissedheroff

"Heywenambuzi(heyyougoat)getinsidethe



housedon'tactlikeafool"Iwalkedinsideher

oneroomshackitwasbehindhermother's

house.

"IforgotmybibleThandowewillshareyours"

"Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat,howwas

yourexam?"

"Itwasgoodlet'sgoyoudoknowthatbrother

Peterlovescomplainingwhenwecomelate"

shelaughed

"Notwhenyouarewithme.Takemybagand

putitontopofthewardrobewhileIthrowaway

thisdirtywater"

Weleftherplacerushing,wewerewearinglong

blackskirtswithwhiteshirts.

Wereachedchurchfiveminuteslate.Iwasthe

leadersinger.Peteraskedustoopenourbibles



andreadthescripturehehadopened.We

prayedandfelttheholyspiritmovingsomewere

alreadyprayingintongues.

Isangmyfavouriteworshipsongpeople

startedcrying.Ourworshipteamwasfullof

Godfearingpeopleweunderstoodthat

whateverweweredoingwasforGodnotforus

tobeseenortogettheglory.
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ItwasfinallySundayIwokeuparound7.I

cleanedourtwobedroomedhousewhichwe

boughtusingtheinheritancemoney.Irushedto

thebathroomandtookabath.WhenIwasdone

fixingmyselfItookmybibleandmypurse

leavingmyauntybehindwhowasstillsnoring.

Churchusedtostartat11ambuttheworship



teamwasneededat9forintercession.WhenI

gotoutsidethehouseIfoundLizwiwaitingfor

measalways.Hekeptonlookingathiswatch

whenhiseyesmetminehesmiled

"Finallythequeenisout"Ilaughed

"Howlonghaveyoubeenstandinghere?"

"Formorethananhourbutit'snotaproblemI

wouldwaitforyouforever"Ismiled

"Doyouhavetobesupercrazysoearlyinthe

morning?"

"WheneverIamwithyou,crazinessflaws

effortlesslywithoutanyrestrictions"

Hekeptquiettakingmybagfrommehewas



longgoneinamomentIsnappedmyfingers

"WhatareyouthinkingofMhlongo?"hesmiled

revealinghisdimples

"Thatoneofthegooddaysyouwillbeputting

onyourmakeinsideourcar.Iwouldn'twantto

gettochurchlate."

"Iseeanywaylet'shurryupIdon'twantbrother

PetertoshoutatmeI'mnotThandowhogets

specialtreatment"helaughed

"Soyouhavestartedwithyourmorning

gossip,soearlyinthemorningitisbetterfor

youtorepentnowbeforeweenterthegatesof

theholytemple"

"Godpleaeeforgivemeforgossipingsoearlyin

themorning"helaugheduntiltearscameout

fromthecornerofhiseyes



"Myqueenyousuchacomedian"

"YousuckMhlongo"helaughedevenmore.

Wegottochurchhewipedmyseatandhis.He

laterplacedmybibleonmyseat.Iwenttothe

stageandjoinedothersingers.

Weprayedandprayedsinging.Itwasnow11

O'clockpeopleweregettinginsidethechurch

onebyone.Thandoandhercrewstarted

singingtheirpraisesongsmakingthechurch

dance.

Iwalkedinfrontofthemandtookthe

microphone

"Goodmorningcongregation,tellyour

neighbourthatit'snowtimeforworship(the

congregationspoke)Iwillsing,

uyalalelwauSomandlanomaisimosingavumi"



whenIlookedatmyauntyshewasalreadyin

tears.Ikeptonsingingthingswerehappening

somepeoplewererollingonthefloorothers

werecrying.

AfterawonderfulandanamazingworshipI

lookedatLizwihiseyeswereredhewasa

prayerwarrior.Bythewaymychurchwas

AssembliesofGod.Womenwerenotallowed

toweartrousersitwasonlyskirtsanddresses.

WegotoffthestageasthePastorwent

ascendedtothepulpit

"Itsnicetobehere"thecongregation

responded

"Kumnandiukubalapha"thePastorcontinued

"SisterGugumayGodkeeponincreasinginyou



withtherestofyourteam.Iwouldlikeyouto

openthebookof2Corinthians6:14itsaysDo

notbeequallyyokedwithunbelievers.Forwhat

partnershipcanrighteousnesshavewith

wickedness?Orwhatfellowshipdoeslighthave

withdarkness?"Hekeptonpreachingabout

howweshouldmarrypeoplewhoareChristians.

Lizwikeptonbrushingmyfingerheactedlikea

babysometimes.

WhenthePastorwasfinishedwithhissermon

hespoke"zinsizwazebandla(youngmenofthe

church)pleasedon'tforgetthattodayweare

meetingkunenkonzoyezinsizwazikaJesu

(thereisaserviceforyoungmenofGod).To

therestofthechurchhaveablessedweek.

MayGodprotectyouuntilwemeetnext

Sunday"wewenttothestagetosingthelast

twosongs.Thandosangwhilethewhole

churchwasdancingandclappingtheirhands.

IwaitedforLizwioutsidethechurchhecame



backafteranhour.ThefollowingSaturdaywas

theyouthserviceIloveditalot.

"Youhavebeenwaitingformemyqueen.Ifeel

blessedrightnow"Ilaughedhugginghim

"Icouldn'tleaveyoubehindlet'sgogetyoufed"

"MhmmIlovethesoundofthat.Whatarewe

havingtoday?"

"Ahomecookedmeallet'shurryupbefore

auntycallshercrewtodestroythekitchen"

werushedhomelaughing

IdishedsomeSundayKos(ricewithseven

coloursdifferenttypesofsaladsandmeat)for

himitwasafamilytraditionifnotthewhole

countryofSouthAfrica.

WegotinsidethehouseImadehimsitonthe

couch,Iwashedhishandswithwarmwater"so

sheknowswhenmyhandsaresticky"

Ilaughed



"Ishouldhavegivenyouacloth,lookatyou

nowuyaphapha"helaughed

Igavehimhisplate

"DidyoucookmaNdaba?"

"YesMhlongowhatdoyouthink?"

"Ihavebeentickingyouarealreadyat97%"

"WhyamIstillclosetoyou?Youareaburden

shamengigezaizandlazami(iamgivingup)"

Helaterhelpedmetowashdishes.Iwalked

himtohishouse.

WhenIgotbackhomeIfoundauntyandmy

sistercrying

"What'shappeningBusi?auntywhodied?"

Iaskedpanickingwonderingifmyothersister

wassafe

"Noonediedmychildit'sBusi'shusband,he



cheatedonherandbroughtachildhome"Iwas

shocked

"Busiwhydon'tyouleavehim?heclearly

doesn'tdeserveyou"

"It'snoteasyGuguyouarestillyoungyouwill

neverunderstandsuchthings"Iclappedmy

handsslightlylaughing

"Idon'tbelieveyouBusireallynow?IfIwasyou

Iwouldhavelongleft"auntycoughedabit

"Gugumychildmarriageisnotachild'splay

Busiwilldowhatisright"

Icouldn'tbelievemyauntyIfeltlikemyears

weredeceiving



"AuntybyrightyoumeantosaythatBusihasto

acceptthechildofahomewrecker(aunty

nodded)youseeIGuguNdabawillneveraccept

thiscraziness.Iwillpackmybagsandleave

thatverysamedaywithoutlookingbackwards.

Thesementhinkthatweareplaygrounds"my

sistercriedevenmore

"It'ssoeasytosaythatbecauseyouarenotin

thissituationyouareonlyseeingitfromfar.I

havebeenwithhimfor13yearsIcan'tthrow

thoseyearsawaybecauseofachild"

"It'sstillwrongBusileavehimandstartafresh

youwillgetagoodman,13yearsisnothingif

youarenotatpeace"myauntyshoutedatme

angrily

"HeywenaGugugetoutofherestopmeddling



intheoldpeople'smatters"Iwalkedoutangry.

Iamnotsayingthatmenfromchurcharesaints

butIwishIhadmarriedone.Maybehewas

goingtousetheteachingshegotfromour

church.Againitwasgoingtobeeasyforour

Pastortointerveneandhelpusifwewere

facingchallengesorproblems.
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Iwalkedoutofthehouseangry.Ihatedhow

auntywastakingthisissuelightly.Mysister's

husbandwasamanwhorehelovedwomenno

matterhowmanytimeshecheatedBusiused

toforgivehimandthatpissedmeoff.Iwentto

Thando'shouseshewastellingmeaboutthe



loveshehadforbrotherPeterallIcoulddowas

tolaughathowcrazysheusedtoimitatePeter.

IlaterwenthomeandIfoundauntyreadingher

bible

"WherewereyouGugu?"

"IwasatThando'shouse,willBusiforgivethat

man"myauntygotangry

"HeisolderthanyouGugu,heisnotthatman

butheisyoursister'shusband.Inevertaught

youtodisrespectelderswheredoyougetthe

audacitytotalklikethis"

"IamsosorryMawebutIhatethefactthatmy

sisterissufferingandyouarenothelpingher

withanything.Areyounotscaredthatshewill

diebecauseofstress?Mawedoyouhateher

thatmuchthatyouarewillingtoletherbethe



livingsacrifice?"Sheclosedherbiblesmiling

"Todayyouarequestioningmyloveforyou

Phindile'schild"

"NoMaweIamcurioussorryforsounding

insensitivethatwasnotmyaim"

"Lookchildit'seasytotalkaboutsuchmatters

ifyouarenotinthem.Youcanthrowinsultsat

Busiandcallherstupid.Sheisnotstupidsheis

fightingforsomethingthatbelongstoher.She

isfightingforherfamily.Awisewomandoesn't

onlystayinthemarriagewhenitissweet.She

alsostayswhenthefirestartsburning.She

coversherhusband'sdisgustingacts.She

doesn'tshowtheworldwhatishappeninginher

marriage.Shedoesn'tgoarounddishingher

husband'sdirt.Nomatterwhat'shappeningin



yourmarriageyoushouldputonahappyface.

Andcryinyoursecretcorner,thecornerof

offloadingeverypaininsideyourheart"Ishook

myheadshocked

"NowayauntywhataboutwhatIfeelinsidedo

youknowthatthereisathinlinebetween

submissionandoppression.Whowillfightfor

me?"

"OnlyGodcanfightyourbattles.Onceyouget

marriedyourlifewillonlyrevolvearoundyour

family.Everythingthatyoudoasawifewillbe

foryourfamily.Therearegoingtobeother

womenwhowilltrytocomeinbetweenyouand

yourhusband,butyouasthewifewillshow

themweretogetoff"Ilaughed

"Whuushamewondersshallneverend.Ifeel



fortheoldschool.WhyshouldIfighttheother

womanwhenthemanistheproblemhere"

auntystoodupfromthecouchraisingher

handsasasignofsurrender

"GuguyouaresostubbornnonethelessIhope

yourotherearheardwhatIsaid"

Iwenttothebedroomtogetmytextbooksand

mypastquestionpapers.Iwantedtopassand

workifIdon'tgotoschool.Aftermanyhoursof

studyingIwenttobed.

Wespendthewholeweekattendingatschool.I

wasmorenervousthanLizwiabouttheexamsI

knewverywellthattheyweregoingto

determinemyfuture.Mywishwastobuymy

auntyabighousejusttothankherforloving

meunconditionallylikeIwasherown.



ItwasfinallySaturdayweweregoingtothe

youthservice.By8O'clockIwasalreadydone

cleaning.Itookabathanddecidedtowearmy

longfloraldressitwasMhlongo'sfavourite.I

madebreakfastforbothofuswhenIwent

outsideIfoundhimunderthetreeasalwayshe

lookedatmesmiling

"Stopsmilingandgetinside"hewalkedinside

myhousenervouslyhewasscaredofAuntyI

don'tknowwhybecausemyauntylovedhim.

"Nkosazanaunjani"

Ismiled

"Tryandlimityourformallanguageyouarewith

Gugunotaqueen"helaughedrevealinghis

whitesparklingteeth

"GuguIamtryingtoberomantictryandmeet



mehalfway"webothlaughed

Ihandedhimawetclothforhimtowipehis

hands.Wedrankcoffeeandmuffins.Iquickly

washedthedishes.

Wewalkedtochurchwithhimcarryingthe

umbrella.Whenwegottochurchtheservice

wasfiveminutesawayfromstarting.We

openedwithprayer

SisterLindiwewastalkingaboutpurity

"Bantuabashayekaniukudlaisonoawukwazi

ukumuzwauNkulunkuusesonweni(young

peoplestopsinningyoucanneverhereGod

whenyouaresinning)yourbodiesarethe

templesofGod.IwillreadGalatians5v16SoI

saylivebyspirit,andyouwillnotgratifythe

desiresofthesinfulnature.19saystheactsof

thesinfulnatureareobviouslysexual



immorally,impurityanddebauchery"she

continuedpreaching.

Inourchurchwewerenotallowedtodatethe

onlythingthatwasallowedwascourtship.With

courtshipyouwerenotallowedtomeetwithout

thethirdpersoninvited.Ifthatweretohappen

thePastorwasnotgoingtogetinterestedin

yourmattersbecauseyoudisrespectedhim

andthewaythingsaredoneinchurch.

Theservicewasverynice.Puritywasevery

girl'sgoal,wealsohadpeoplewhowerein

secondaryvirginitythosewhousedtoengage

insexualactivitiesbeforetheyweresaved.

WehadfinallystartedwithourexamsLizwiwas

helpingmewithMathsandScienceIwas

lackinginthosesubjects.Hewasreallypatient

withmeunlikemehewasverysmartandhe



wasfromarichbackground.Thewayhewas

sohumbleyouwoulddenythathewasarich

kid.

Aftersomanyweeksofsleeplessnightswe

werefinallydonewithmatric.Somewerecrying

otherswerehappy.IwassohappyIwasfinally

freefromMaths.LizwiwasveryclingynowI

hadtonursehisfeelings.

"Iamscaredbecausewewillneverbethesame

againGugu.Lifeaftermatricwon'tbeeasy"I

laughed

"LizwiIamnotdyingandIwillalwaysbeherein

thishouse"

"Youwon'tunderstandGuguanywaynevermind

let'sjustdropit"wewalkedhomeitwas



differenthewasnottalkativeasalways.Icould

feelitthathewasleavingmylifeforgood.It

wasthetruthIwastryingtoavoid.

It'sbettertokeepquietandnotjudgeaperson

whenyouarenotinthatsituation.Refrainfrom

condemningpeoplewithoutunderstandingthe

reasonswhytheydothethingstheydo.
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IhadgonetoEasternCapeforDecember

holidaysmymother'sfriendstayedtherein

AliwalNorth.AfteraweekofvisitingLizwi

cametofetchmesayinghemissedme,Ihadto

lietomysocalledauntyandItoldherIwas

goingbackhome.Wespentthewholeweekin



thehotel.

Wetookawalktothebeach

"IwishIcouldstayhere,foreverwithyou

lookingintoeyesGugu"Ilaughedrunninginto

thebeachthewaterwassocold

"ThiswaterissocoldcomeinMhlongo"he

stoodtheresmilinggotoutsideofthewater

andpulledhiminside.Helookeddeepintomy

eyesmakingmyheartbeat

Hekissedmehistongueswervedintoallthe

cornersofmymouth.ItwasmyfirstkissIwent

alongwithwhateverhewasdoing.Ibithislips

bymistake.Iranawayfromhimlaughinghe

followedmeandthrewmeinsidethewater.I

pretendedtobedrowninghejumpedinand

carriedmeoutofthewaterIlaughed



"YounearlygavemeaheartattackGuguare

youcrazy?"

"TellmedoctorMhlongoamIcrazy?"

"Youarecrazy"Hesmiledrevealinghisdimples

Ismiledhecarriedmetothestepsfarfromthe

beach.Lizwiwasacautiouspersonwhowas

alwaysalertwhileIwasforeverreckless.

"LizwiIappreciateeverythingthatyoudoforme

(teary)youcareformemorethanIcarefor

myself.Iamverygrateful..."heusedhisfinger

toshutmeup.

"Don'tsayanythinganymore,Idon'twantto

loseyou.Iwanttowokeupnexttoyou

everydayofmylifepleasegowithmetoCape

Town"Iinstantlygotnervous



"Ican'tmylifeisinDobsonvilleIcan'tlive

withoutaunty"

"IwillhelpyougetajobinCapeTown.Weare

notgoingtosinmaNdabawewillgetmarried.I

won'tdoanythingthatdoesn'tmakeyouhappy"

Iwasn'treadyforallofthatIwasonly18,Lizwi

wastwoyearsolderthanme,heoncestopped

goingtoschoolbecauseofhispastthatwe

don'tvisit.

"Ican'twhatyoujustsaidissooverwhelming.

MylifeisinSoweto,wearestillyoung"

hehuffedinfrustrationandwalkedaway.Iran

tohimhehadtearsinhiseyesIjusthugged

himwebothcried.Beingindependentwasn't

thepartoftheequation.Wewalkedbacktothe

hotel.

Wespenttherestofthedayscreating

memories.Weevenwroteournamesonthe



beachsand.Lizwiwrotehisfutureson'sname

whileIwrotemydaughter'sname.

Iwasbackhomeauntywashappysayingthat

shemissedmealot.

"MaweifIweretostartmylifeinCapeTown

wouldyoubeokwiththat"herfacechanged

"Idon'twanttobeawayfromyoumydaughter.

IwoulddoanythingtokeepyouhappyifCape

Towniswhatyouwantthenyouhavemy

blessings.Doyouwanttogothere?"

"NoIwasjustaskingoutofcuriosity"wespent

therestofthedaycleaning.

Finallythedayoftheresultscame.Iwaswoken

upbyLizwiaround4am

WhenIgotoutsidethehousehewascarrying



thenewspaper

Hehuggedmesmiling

"AreyoureadyMaNdaba?"Inoddednervously

IgotaDIwashappy,Lizwigot5DistinctionsI

huggedhimhappily.Wewentinsidemyhouse

tosleepforfewhours.Wewokeuparound

eightandwenttoschooltogetourstatements.

Ihad40%inmathematics,45%scienceandthe

restwere50sIwascontentwithwhatIhad

mindyouIwasnotasmartperson.

"WhatareyougoingtodofromhereGugu?"I

shruggedmyshoulders

"BeadomesticworkerorworkatPicknPay'"

hegotangry

"YouaredestinedforgreatthingsGuguwewill

makeitinlife'"InoddedbecauseIwantedto

makehimhappyIwasn'treallylisteningtohis



lectures.

Istillrememberthatdayperfectlyitwas

Januarythe18thhecametomyhousecarrying

anenvelope

"IamleavingnowGugu,Iwantedtoleavewith

you"webothcrieditwasthedayIwasgoingto

facerealitywithouthim

"PleasetakecareofyourselfMhlongo"

Heslightlychuckled

"Takethisenvelope,Iwillcomebackbeforeyou

knowit.Iwillfindyouhere.Promisemethat

youwillwaitforme"

Ikissedhissoftpinklipsthatwasgoodbye.He

huggedmeIcouldsmellhiscologneonmy

clothes.Iraninsidethehouseandthrewmyself



onthebedcrying.Iopenedtheenvelopeand

foundanecklaceandaletterwrittenbyhim

expressinghisloveformeallIcoulddowasto

cry.

ItwasfinallyMarchIhadbeenlookingforajob

withnoluck.

"MaweIamtirednoonecallsmeforan

interviewnotevenonecallnjehhayiIhavebad

luck"shesmiled

"BepatientchildGodwillansweryourprayers"

Mylifewasneverthesameagain.Sundays

werenowdifferenttherewasnoonewaitingfor

mebythegate.

Ihadthenecklaceonmyneckeveryday.

IfinallygotajobatCarltoncentre,Iwasso

excited.Iworkedasamerchandiseritwas

betterthanbeinghome.



AfteramonthofworkingIboughtauntyasetof

platesshethankedmecrying.

ThefirstsemesterwasfinallyoverIwasso

excitedIwenttoLizwi'shousebuthismother

toldmethathehadgonetoKwaNongoma.Ifelt

myheartcringing,Ihadwaitedforsixmonths

butheneverthoughtofvisitingme..

Iwasrunninglatethestupidmanfollowedme

againasalways

"NkosazanapleasegivemeachanceIwon't

takelong"

Iscreamed

"Whatdoyouwant?"Hesmiled

"IwantyouandIwillgetyou"Ilefthimstanding

there.



WhenIgottoworkmymanagergavemea

writtenwarning.Iworkedthewholedaywitha

heavyheart.WhenIknockedoffIfoundthat

manwaitingforme.Hewassousedtoit

"Howwasyourdaymyangel?"Ikeptquietand

lookedaway

"Pleasegivemeachancetoknowyou.Tellme

yournameplease"Irolledmyeyes

"GuguNdaba"hesmiled

"HhawuMaNdabaIamDumisaniZwane.Where

doyoustay?"

"Soweto"hesmiled

"IstayinSowetotooatsnakepark"Iwondered

whyhewastellingmeallthosethingsbecause

Iwasn'tinterested.

Wegotinsidethesametaxihepaidforthe

transportwhocansaynowhenagood



Samaritanwantstoblessyou.

Itwasfinallyafullyearwithoutaletteroracall

fromLizwiandhestilldidn'tcomeforholidays.

Iwasmissinghimeverydaythatithurt.

Dumisaniwasstillpersistentbuthewasa

differentcasebecausehewasn'tsavedlikeI

was.

ItwasfinallySundayIwenttochurchearly.I

wasleadingthewholeservice.Afterthe

worshipservicethePastorpreachedabout

Lovehowweshouldloveoneanotherhowcan

weloveGodwhowecan'tseeandfailtolove

ourbrotherswhoarenexttous.

AftertheserviceIwenttobrotherThabane

"BhutimayIpleasetalktoyouinprivate"he



noddedandfollowedme

"UnjanisisterGuguhowcanIhelpyou"Itrusted

himhewaskind

"Isthereaproblemifachurchgirldatesanone

believer?Dononebelieversabusetheirwives

more"helookedatmethinkingdeep

"SisterGuguMarryingaChristianornon

Christianisnotthebasesandneveristhe

basesofaabusefreerelationship.

Marriageisneverbasedonwhetheroneis

savedornotbutshouldbebasedonCallingand

onLoveifthepersonunderstandsthatheor

shewasplacedonearthwithapurposethen

evenHisorHerconductswillbedirectedby

that.

TheBiblesaysAdamandEvewerecreatedand

GodsaidthisisGood,andHegaveHisbreath

oflifeandSaid"Gomultiply,befruitfuland



replenishtheearth,takedominionoverthefish

oftheseasandthebirdsofthesky."

Nowifyouunderstandthatyoucanseethat

Goddidn'tfirstspeakaboutLoveHefirst

createdusforapurposewithapurposeof

completeapurpose.

Soonceaguyorgirlunderstandsthatformeto

goandbefruitful,tomultiplytoreplenish/fill

theearthitwillrequireatwomanjobafemale

andamale.

Butnowthethingismenwhoarenotsaved

"perishbecauseoflackofknowledge"which

meansbecausetheynotsavedtheynot

enlightenedtothatfactandtheynotdirected

withthewordtounderstandthatformeto

enteramarriageandbesuccessfulitwill

requireapartnertoloveandtodomypurpose

withandbeingabusivethiswillnotnotbecause

whichladywillobviouslygiveherselftoamen

freelywhoisabusive??



Asavedmenontheotherhandissupposeto

knowthatIhaveapurposeandthewordalso

commandsmeasaguyToLovewhichmeans

formeinmarriageIhavearesponsibilityanda

tasktobeFruitful,multiplyandfilltheearthand

mustlovemywife...Lovedoesn'tabuse,love

doesn'thurtbutlovegrows,mouldsandmakes

somethinggoodevenbetter

SoaChristianmanisabetterwaytogoto

avoidabuseoraabusiverelationshipbutin

thesetimesevensavedmenstillabusetheir

wifeandkidsincloseddoorssoyouasawife

orpartneralwaysneedstoprayforyour

husband"InoddedandthankedhimIwalked

homehavingalotofquestionswasIfallingfor

Dumi
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Hisbreatheescalatedhekissedmyneck

pushingmydressaside.Mythighswerebareto

himgoosebumpswereformingonmyskin.

Withintheblinkofaneyemydresswasalready

onthefloor.IwantedtostopbutIcouldn'tI

lovedhowhisfingersweretouchingeveryright

placeswithoutmakinganymistakes.Hemoved

hislipsfrommymouthtobybreastsInever

worebrasIwasn'tafanofthem.Hesucked

themmakingmebreathlessIwantedhimtodo

something,Idon'tknowwhatbutsomething

hadtocomeout.Hekissedmytorsogoing

downtomycookie

"Ohfuckyouaresowetbaby"Ihelpedhimtake

offmypantyIliftedmywaistmakingiteasier

forhimtoremoveit.Idon'tknowwhathewas



doingtomycookie.Inameditvaginakisses.I

feltsomethingpowerfulexitingthroughmy

cookieitsentmeovertheedgeandleftme

panting,thiswasasweetsin.

Helookedatmewithhissmallsexyeyes,they

weredoingsomethingtomybody

"I'msorrybabyIlosemymindwhenIamwith

you.Iwon'tdoanythinglikethateveragain"

"IpeedDumiI'msosorry"hechuckledhiding

hisenormousthingthankGodIdidn'tseeitout

ofthetrousers.

Hetookhistowel

"Babyyoudidn'tpee,comeonwearyourdress

wehavesomewheretogoto"

"Whycan'tyoucontinuewithwhatyoustarted

Zwane?"Hesmiled



"IwillberightbackIwanttofindyouready"I

gotoffhisbedohdamnInearlybrokemy

virginity.

Hecamebackafter10minutes.Mymanwasso

handsome,hisdimplesmadehimtobemore

attractive.Wetookataxitothemallweateat

Mike'srestaurantIorderedchipsIdidn'tknow

howtouseforkandknife

"Babyareyounotgoingtogetsteakorribs"

"WellIamfineIcantakethemasatakeaway"

heorderedthemandtoldthewaitresstoput

theminthetakeawaybox.

Welaterwentforshopping

"Guguwhatdoyouaspiretobeinlife"Ihated

thatquestion.Ifreakenwantedtobeakept



wife.

"Tobeasinger,IlovesingingalothopefullyI

willgetarecordinglabel"hesmiledholdingmy

hand

"Iamdoingthiscarpentrythingforsurvival.I

hopeIwillsaveenoughmoneyandgetinthe

logisticsstream"

"Thatwouldbenice,doyouthinkbeingahouse

wifeisabadthing?"

"No,astayathomewifekeepsthehousewarm

andshespendstimewiththekidstoo.Againit

isimportanttohavesomethingtoleanonjust

incasethehusbanddies.Doyouwanttobea

housewifebaby?"



"Nonotatall"Iliedagain.

Aftershoppingwewentbackhome.

WhenIgothomeIfoundMawesittingoutside

theveranda

"ubuyaphimaNdabauphetheimithwalo[where

areyoucomingfrom]?"

Ilaughedatthisdramaqueen

"ShoppingcentremaweIwaswithDumi"Igot

insidethehouseunpackingmythings

"Haveyouforgottenaboutaboutthatboy

Lizwi?"

"Kahlemaweungabeusayithintanjeleyo

ungincedeungalithivulelogama(don'tyou

darementionthatname)"

"NgigezaizandlazaminganekaPhindile,

hambajubabayokucuthaphambili"Icried



"Awufuniukungibonangijabule,nalowoLizwi

ungibambiseelontulophominangazelaphi

ukuthiuyangithanda(youdon'twanttoseeme

happy,howdoIknowthathelovesme)now

youarecursingme.WhatshouldIdoifhe

comesbackmarried?ShouldIcryandmoveon

later?somylifehastobeonholdbecauseof

him.ChangiyambongauLizwihehasbroken

myheartreallybad."

"Isalakutshelasibonangomopho"

"Kulungileaunty(it'sokaunty)Thereisnothing

Icando.Iwilldieandfollowmomifitgets

hard"sheopenedhereyes

"Don'tyoudaresaythatthingagain.Invitehim

fordinnertomorrow.Iwanttoseethekindofa

guyheis"



ThefollowingdayDumicamehomehewas

verynervous.Theykeptontalkingandtalking

auntywassmilingthroughoutdinner.Iwalked

Dumioutsidethegate

"ThankyouforthedinnermaNdaba"

"Iamgladyoucame"hekissedmycheekand

wenttohisplace.IkeptonwavingathimIwas

actinglikeateenager.

ThandoendedupacceptingDumiweusedto

gooutjustthethreeofus.

Twoyearsoflovingfromthisman.Dumiwas

soamazingIdon'tmeantobragbuthewasa

goodlistener.Iwasfinally22.Ipackedasmall

bagweweregoingtoHarteespoortforour



anniversary.Heborrowedhisbrother'scar.We

gotthereaftertwohours.Wecheckedin,ina

guesthouse.Weweregoingtostaytherefor

threedays.

Wedidsomecanoeing,Iwassoscaredhekept

onplayingsillypranks.Wewenttobedearly

becauseIwastootired.

Hewokemeuparoundsixhehadalready

bathed.Itookatowelandbathedveryfast

whenIwasdone.Iwentbacktoourroom.He

lookedyummyinhisshorts,Idecidedtowear

myshortstoo.Helookedatmesmiling

"Getreadyfastwehavealongdayahead"

Wespentthewholedaytouring.Hecarriedme

onhisbackonourwaybacktoourroommy

feetwerenowsore.Whenwegottotheroom

hegavemeafootmassage



"IamsotiredZwane"hesmiled

"MaNdabayouareverylazy"Ipouted

pretendingtobemad

Hekissedmyneckgoingdowntomyshoulders.

Heslowlyremovedmyshirtbrushingmy

nippleswithhislips

"OhDumi"heremovedmyshorts..hisfingers

tracedmycookiewhichwasalreadyaching,he

removedhisshirtohgodthismanwasa

walkinggod.Hisheadwasinbetweenmylegs

devouringme.Heinsertedhistwolargefingers

Iwhimperedmovingaway

"Iwon'thurtyoubabyplease"Inodded,hetore

thecondomandworeit.WhenIlookedathis

manhoodIgotscared.Hegrabbedmywaist

kissingmyneck.IfelthiminmyentranceItried

movingbackwardsheheldmetightly



"Iwon'thurtyoubabytrustme,doyoutrust

me?"Inodded.Heenteredmeslowlyandlater

pushedhiswholemanhoodIfeltan

excruciatingpainIcried

"Idon'twanttodothisanymoreDumistop"he

quicklygotoffme

"IamsosorryGugupleasedon'tcry"Icriedhe

continuedcomfortingme
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Dumilookedatherthoughtfullyhewas

regrettingthefactthathehadbrokenher

virginity.Helovedherfromtheveryfirsttimehe

sawher,allheeverwantedwastoprotecther

andtakecareofherneeds.Hewantedtobe



successfulforherbecauseheknewthatshe

waslazy

"IamsosorryDumifornotsatisfyingyour

needs"IrubbedmyeyesIwasfeelingbadfor

leadinghimon.

"IapologiseGuguweshouldn'thavedonethat

it'sallonme.Mayyoupleaseforgivememy

love.ThelastthingIwantistobeinyourbad

booksforgivethissillyman"Ilaughedlooking

athim

"iforgiveyouZwane,Iloveyou"

"IloveyousomuchMaNdaba,youaretheonly

thingthatkeepsmesane"

"IamgladIdothat"Igotoffthebedlimping



"What'swrongmaNdaba?"Hewaslaughing

"Gotohellit'sburningdownhere,mycookieis

onfire"Iwenttothebathroomtowatermy

burningcookie,Iwentbacktobedwekissed

andcuddled.

Itwasfinallythedaytogobackhome.Ipacked

ourthingshewasinjollymood

"Thenwhat'shappeningyouhavebeensmiling

sinceforever"helaughed

"Iwillforevercherishthedayswespenthere.I

loveyouGuguyoumeantheworldtomehence

Ipursuedyouforaverylongtime.Ihadtoget

you.IlovedyoutheveryfirsttimeIsawyou"he

wassayingeverythingthatIlongedtohear

fromLizwi



"Iloveyoutoo,youusedtoannoymehey

honestlyspeakingIlovedyourannoyingself"

"MhnmyoulovedtheattentionIgaveyou?"

"NoIlikedit"helaughedagain.

Wegothomearoundfour,auntywaswithher

friend.IgreetedauntyandwenttoThando's

house.Iwentinsideherhouseshewasbusy

cooking

"Todayyoudecidedtogetinsidethehouse

withoutscreamingmynamelikeapersonwho

ishighondrugs"

"Iamgoodandyou"shelaughed

"Ihaven'tevengreetedyouanywayhowareyou?



Howwasthetrip?"

"IamgooddearwellIenjoyedweeventook

pictures"Idecidedtotellhereverything

"Gugudidyousleepwithhim?"

"NoIdidn'thejustinserteditoncethenI

screamedhestopped.IamstillaVirginright?"

"NoyouarenotGugu,Idon'tevenknowwhatto

saytoyoubecauseyouarealwaysondefence

mode"

"Ican'tsingatchurchanymoreThandoIhave

sinned.MyGodIbrokemypromise"

"Listenmyangelthebiblesaysnomatterhow



manytimesarighteousmanfallshewillrise

again.Youmaytakeabreakfromtheworship

teamandworkonyourpurity"

"ThankyouThandoyoumybestfriendandI

loveyouforalwaysshowingmetheway"

"Iknowright,evenifyouareStubbornItolerate

you,weallmakemistakesbutwelearnfrom

themright"

"YouarerightThando,Iamgoingplease

accompanymehome"

Igothomearoundsix,Icookedforaunty.When

IcheckedmyphoneIhadadozenofmissed

callsandmessagesfromDumi.Thisguywas

somethingelse.

Myphonerang



"Baby"

"OhGodyouarealiveIhavebeenstressing

aboutyouGugupleasecarryyourphonewith

youalwaysdoyouwantmetodieofheart

attack"Ilaugheduntiltearscameout

"YesZwanesotellmewhat'swrong?"He

laughed

"Imissedhearingyourvoice,nowthatIhave

hearditIamsatisfied.Areyoudonecooking?"

"Iamalmostdone,Iloveyoubaby.Wewill

talktomorrow"

"IloveyoumorethanIlovemyself"Igiggled

droppingthecall.

IwalkedtothelivingroomIfoundauntycrying

holdinghispicture



"Mawewhyareyoudoingthistoyourself?

Pleaselethimgo.Allowhimtorestinpeace"

"IlovedhimGuguIstillrememberthedayI

walkedintotheyardoftheMapholobas.That

manworshippedthegroundIwalkedon.Iam

gladthatItooktheteachingsthatmymother

gaveme.Hewasn'tperfectbutIstoodbyhim"

"IhearyouMawebutpleasefreehim.Heisina

peacefulplace"shelaughed

"whoknowsmaybeheisinhell(weboth

laughed)onaseriousnotetakewhateverI

taughtwithyou.Youwillnevergowronginlife"

"TodayIamsleepingwithyou,Imissedyou"

"MhnmIwouldliketobelieveyou.Icansee

thatZwaneboyhasdonesomethingmhntell



me"

"NoIwon't"Ilaughedgoingtothekitchen.

ThefollowingSundayIdidn'tsingatchurch

peoplewereaskingwhy,ItoldthemthatIwas

sickthosewerenotliesIwasspirituallysick

ItwasoneofthoseboringSaturdaysMawe

wasn'taroundshehadgonetoMpumalangafor

herownpersonalreasons.

IpackedaminibagandwenttoSnakepark.

Hewasn'thomeIhadmyownsparekeys.

Igotinsidethehouseandstartedcookingfor

him.

Hecamebackaroundsix

"WhatasurpriseMaNdabawhatareyou

cookingforme"hewaskissingmyneck.The



manhadthepowertomakemefeelweakwith

hissexymuscularbody.

"Stopwhatyouaredoingorthepotswillget

burnt"Ilaughedmovingawayfromhim.

WhenIwasdonecookingIdishedforhimwe

laterwashedthedishes.

Hecuppedmyfaceandsmashedhislipson

mine.Hewaslikeasalvationtomyneed.The

aromachanged,wewerebothhungryforeach

other.Hecarriedmetothebedandremoved

mydress.

Hisfingersdelicatelymovedaroundmysore

nipples.Hewentdowncaressingmybodyuntil

hereachedmypanty.Ikissedhimthemanwas

goodatwhathedid.Hehadbarelytouchedme

hewasoutliningeverysensitivespotofmy

body.



"Zwane"hiseyeshadgottensmall

HetoremypantyIlookedathimnotangrybut

desperatelyhesawittoo.Hewentdowntomy

cookieandflippedmythrobbingclitwithhis

giftedtongue.

Iwasscreamingohgodtherewasnothingso

sweetlikethat.Histonguewasdoingwonders

helaterpinchedmyclit.Ifeltaneroticliquid

comingoutfrommycookieitleftmepowerless

mylegswereshaking.Heremovedhisshirt

andhispants.Icouldscanhishugemanhood

insidethebriefs

Hegotontopofthebedandkissedme

"YoutastesoniceIcouldeatyouthewhole

day"

"Lizwi"ohgodIwassotonguetied.Itastedmy

juicesonhislips



Histongueflickeredacrossmynipple,histeeth

softlyencircledme,bitingitgentlyIcried.There

wassomethingbuildingupinmeagainit

wantedtobefreed.Hestoppedandpartedmy

legsadmiringmybarefleshIwasridiculously

blushing

Hepositionedhimselfinsideme

"Lizwi"Iwassowetandsoslickly

"IloveyoubabydoyouunderstandIloveyou

withmywholeheart.Pleasedon'tcryhoneyI

willmoveslowly"tearswereforminginthe

cornerofmyeyes.Myvaginalwallswere

tighteningaroundhiscock,thefeelingwas

bittersweet.Hestartedmoving,hisstrokes

wererhythmicallytheyallcarriedemotions.He

wassweatingsowasI

"FuckGuguwhatareyoudoingtome?Damn

thishomethisisfuckenhome"onelastthrust

sentmeovertheedgewewerebothpanting



hotliquidflowedinbetweenmythighs
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Hegotoffthebedangry.IguessIdidn'tsatisfy

himIwasnewtothishehadtounderstand

"Gugugivemeyourphone"

"Hhayibooutofnowhereyouhaveturnedsour

what'swrongZwane?"

"Itwasgoingtobebetterifyouhadcalledme

thatduringintimacy"



Ipanicked,IactedconfusedIhadtocookout

lies

Hewalkedtothetableandtookmyphonehe

keptonsearchingIhadnothingtohide

"Dumiwhat'swrong?Isthishowyouthankme

forgivingupmypuritytoyou"

"WhoisLizwi?HereIambusywithyouandyou

calledmeLizwidoyouknowhowthatbruised

myegoGugulethu?"

IlaughedIhadtobesmart

"Myaunty'slatehusbandwasLizwi.Somy

auntyoftencallsyouLizwibecauseoftheway

youloveme"

"Guguucabangaukuthingiyisilimakahle

kahle,ngiyintoyokudlalwauyanya(youthink

thatIamstupid,Iamsomethingthatyoucan



toywith,youaremad)"

mytearsweresupposedtoplayatrickIcried

asifsomeonewaswhippingme

"Todayyouarequestioningmyloveforyou

Dumi?HaveIeverliedtoyou?Youweremyfirst

boyfriend.Ishouldhaveknownbetter"Igotoff

thebedwipingmyselfItookmydresshecame

tomekneelingdown

"IamsosorryGuguforaccusingyou.Iknow

thatIactedoutofproportionpleaseforgiveme.

Iknowyouwouldneverhurtme"

"Iforgiveyoubabypleasedon'teverdoubtmy

loveforyou"

"Iwon'teverdoubtit"hekissedmyforehead

andwenttomylips

"Dumiwedidn'tuseacondom,Idon'twantto



getpregnantIamstillyoung"

"Youwon'tgetpregnantbaby,Ipulledout"

"Ifeltsomethinghotinsideme"

"Gugulookatme,doyoutrustmebaby(Gugu

nodded)Iwouldneverlietoyoubecausemy

heartbeatsforyou"

"ItrustyouZwane"hewenttotheshelvesand

pulledouttwocondoms

Hewassomethingelsewhenitcameto

intimacy

"GugubendoverIwanttoseemycookiebare"I

blushedDumiwasturningmeintosomethingI

wasn'tIcouldfeelmyselfgettingwetagain.He

insertedtwofingersinsidemeIgasped



"YouareminealoneGuguIamnotgoingto

shareyouwithanyone"Inodded

"DoyouunderstandGugu?"Irespondedinalow

voice

"Yesbabyyes"hespankedmyassIwasalready

leaking.HefuckedmehardIcouldbarelyfeel

mybodyIlostbalanceandfell.Ifeltlikemy

backhaddislocated.

Hecarriedmetobed,Iimmediatelyslept.

Iwokeupthenextmorningandsawhimin

frontofme

"GoodmorningmaNdaba"Iblushedfacingthe

otherside

"Iwanttosleepmybodyissore"

ThetruthisIhadstoppedgoingtochurch

becauseIcouldn'tliveadoublelife.Iwokeup

thenextmorningfeelingnauseous



"MaweIamdying"shecametothewithajarof

water

"Guguwhat'swrongwithyou?"

"It'sastomachbugIthink.Ifeellikemysoulis

leavingmybody"Iwasevensweating

"YouarepregnantwenaGugu,whenwasthe

lasttimeyouwenttoyourperiods?"

"IfinishedmyperiodsyesterdayMaweIcan'tbe

pregnant"

"IhopesoGugubecauseifyouareyouwould

havedisappointedme.Itoldyouthat

fornicationisasinbutyouneverlistened.You

haveevenstoppedgoingtochurch.Youtasted

theforbiddenfruitchild"

"IsinnedinfrontofGod'seyesandyoursplease

forgiveme"



"Goandbathwehavetogototheclinic"

Afteranhourweleftforclinic.ItestedforSTDs

Iwasnegative,theydidthepregnancytestthey

camepositive.Iwentbacktoaunty

"WhatiswrongGugu?"Icried

"Iamtwomonthspregnantmawe"Icouldn't

holdmysobs

"youwenttoSnakeparkaloneandopenedyour

legsvoluntarybequietnow,mydaughterit's

nottheendoftheworld"

"Ishouldhavelistenedtoyoumom"

"Achildisagiftyoucan'tregret,Iamhereto

supportyou".Mymoodwenttozero,whenIgot

homeItookDumisani'ssparekeysandwentto

hishouse.



IwasmadatmyselfIdecidednottocookhe

hadanotherthingcomingforhim.Hecamein

afteranhourIcriedmorehehuggedme

"Heybabywhat'swrong?whathappened?"

"Youhappenedmylifewasnormalbeforeyou

cameintothepicture.NowIampregnant,Iam

freakenpregnant"

"WooowbabyamIgoingtobeafather?Damn

thankyouGugu"

"Doesitringtoyouthatwearenotmarried.

DumisaniIcan'tstayathomeanymore.Findus

aroomwearemovingtomorrow.Whatwillthe

peoplewhoknowmesay?Iwillbepackingmy

bagstonight.Tomorrowyoushouldcomeand

pickmeup"

"WhyareyoulivingforpeopleGugu?"

"Byeseeyoutomorrow"IlefthishouseafterI



bangedthedoorsohardheranafterme

"Don'tyoudaretouchmeleavemealone"

"CanIleaveyouathome?"

"DidIcomewithyou?AmInowblind?"Iwalked

veryfast.

WhenIgothomeIfoundauntyreadingthebible

"DidyoutellhimGugu?"

"He'shappymaweandwearemovingfrom

heretomorrow"

"Whywasn'tIinformedGugu?Youlovemaking

yourowndecisions.Whenitgetshardyou

comebacktome"

"PeoplewilllaughatmeIcan'tstayhere

anymore"

"Whydon'tyouwaitforhimtomarryyoubefore



youmoveinwithhimMaNdaba?"

"IamnotmovinginwithhimbecauseIwant

himtomarrymeIamdoingitbecauseIam

hidingmydisgrace"Iwenttotheroomand

packedmythingsIreadtheletterthatLizwihad

writtenforme

"Iknowmylovethatfouryearswithout

communicationwon'tbeeasyforyou.Trustme

it'sgoingtobeworthit.Iwillcomebackwitha

bookthathas1460pageswrittenaboutthe

daysspentwithoutcommunicatingwithyou.Be

patientloveyours"IcriedIshouldhavebeen

patient.Dumicalled

"WhatdoyouwantDumisani?"

"IwantedtotellyouthatIgotaroomin

Phumulong"

"OkseeyoutomorrowaslongasIamaway

fromhereyoucanevenfindaroominVendaI



willstillgo"

"IloveyouGugu"Idroppedthecall.Icriedthe

wholenight,IhadbetrayedLizwiandmyself.

Iwokeupwithswolleneyes.Auntywastalking

DumiinthekitchenIjustpassedthemIranto

thetoilettovomitagainIfeltdrained.WhenI

raisedmyheadDumiwasbesidemecarryinga

jarofwater

"IthurtsDumi"Icriedhehuggedme

"Iamsosorrymylove,letmegetyourthings"I

gotridofthenecklaceandtheletteryesterdayI

wasn'tworthofhimanymore.Wedroveto

Phumulonghisbrothershelpedustosettle

down.Theykeptonsayingcongratulations,I

pretendedtobehappy



TWOMONTHSLATER

LizwiparkedoutsideGugu'shousecarrying

flowers.Herauntyopenedthedoor

"HeyLizwiyouaresogrown(Laughing)it's

beenlongmyson"

"LongindeedmomImissedyoualot.Whereis

mywifetobe"theybothlaughed

"Shedoesn'tstayhereanymore.Letmemake

yousomecoffee"
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TheauntymadecoffeeforLizwiwhowas

smiling

"Lizwisohowareyouit'sbeenlong?Areyou

alreadyworking?"auntywasrunningoutof

conversationsshewasscaredofwhatLizwi

wasgoingtoask

"YesauntyIwillsendmyunclesheresoon

(Laughing)sothatIcanmarryGugu"aunty

coughed

"Ihearyoumyson,whydidn'tyoucallGugu

whenyouwereaway?Doyouknowthatshe

spentmostofthetimescryingthinkingthatyou

haveneglectedher?"Lizwirubbedhisforehead

"IknowauntybutItoldherthatwewerenever

goingtocommunicateforfouryears.Sheknew

thatIdon'tunderstandwhyGuguactslikea

babymostofthetime(Laughing).Ihadasked



hertocomewithmebutsherefusedI

understoodthat.Iwasdoingeverythingforour

futureIknewthatifIhadcontactedIwasgoing

topackmybagsandcomebackwithout

thinkingtwice.ThatishowmuchIloveher,

she'sonepersonwhocantellmetojumpandI

woulddoitwithoutthinkingtwicethatishow

muchshecontrolsme.IlovehermorethanI

lovemyself.Iwoulddoanythingtomakeher

happy.AllIneedisyoutoblessusaunty,I

wouldliketothankyouforgroomingherfor

me.IpromiseyouthatIwilltreatherwithlove

andrespectshewillneverlackanythinginher

life"auntyslightlysobbed

"Lizwiyouareagoodman.MayGodraisemore

menlikeyou"

"Proverbs1v7saysThefearoftheLordisthe

beginningofwisdombutfoolsdespisewisdom.

WhenIgotsavedItoldmyselfthatIwillnever

livethelifeIlivedbefore.PleasegivemeGugu's



numbersImissheralot"auntygaveLizwi

Gugu'snumbers

"AuntyIamleaving,youmaykeeptheflowers

andthechocolatessincethestubbornlady

decidedtomoveout.Whoisshestayingwith

now?"TheywereinterruptedbyLizwi'sringing

phone.Lizwidecidedtowalkoutwaving.

AtPhumulong..

Ihadbeenpackingandsortingoutthegrocery

myphonerang

"Mawehowareyou?"

"IamnotgoodGuguLizwiwashere,heasked

foryournumbers"

"Youarejokingright?"



"Guguit'sbadIdon'tevenknowwhattosayto

you.Iamdisappointedinyou,hehadtoldyou

thathewasgoingtocomebackafterfouryears.

Guguwhyareyouactinglikeababy?"Icriedthe

dayhadarrived

"MaweIamhumanImakemistakes.IknowI

amstubbornItrytocontrolitbutIcan't.How

doeshelooknow?"

"HelookshandsomeyoulostaGodfearing

man.It'sbetterbecauseyouhaveDumihe

lookslikeagoodman.Howisitthere?"

"HehasbeengoodIcan'tcomplain.Iamfrom

shoppingcentrehehadgivenmoneytobuy

grocery"

"Guguyouhavetogoandlookforajobsince

youdon'twantschool.Youcan'tdependon

Dumisani'spay.Standupforyourselfandwork



youdon'tknowwhatthefutureholdsforyou"

"Iwillseeafterbirth,thispregnancyisnotdoing

anyjusticetomeIamalwayssick.Myfeetare

swollen"

"Youarepregnantnothandicappedorcrippled

whycan'tyoubelikeyoursisters.Theyare

employedeveniftheyearnpeanuts.Gugube

awakenedumhlabauzokuhlabasis(thisworld

willmakeyousuffer)IknowthatIamannoying

youbutifyoutakemywordsyouwillthankme

oneday"

"IhearyouletmegoIamcookingthefoodis

burningIloveyou"IdroppedthecallIhad

gainedweightIwasnowwearingsize34Iused

towearsize28/30.Ireceivedacallfroman

unsavednumber

"MaNdaba"hisvoicewasnowdeeperIswearI

feltsomethingtwistinginsidemystomach



"Mhlongo"

"Lalihleiphimbolakhokwathiagide(howniceis

yourvoice,Ifeellikedancing)Ihavebeen

waitingforthisday."

"Oh"IwasoutofwordsGodknowsIwantedto

speak

"Guguwhat'swrong?Areyounotexcitedto

hearfromme?"

"IamexcitedIamshocked.Ican'tbelievethat

thedayhasfinallyarrived.Ineverthoughtyou

wereevergoingtocomeback.Welcomeback

Mhlongo"

"ImissyousomuchGugucanyoutellmethe

placeyouareatpleaseIwanttoseeyou.Iwant

totouchthatbeautifulbodyofyours.Ihave

beenlongingforthosesweetjuicylipsforthe

past1460days,35040hoursIhavebeen

countingallthelonelynightsspentwithoutyou.



NowthatIamhereIpromisetowipeaway

everytearsofyoursandsubstitutethemwith

joy,Iwanttomakerightwithyou.Youwillonly

experiencejoyMaNdaba.Youhavetobemine

officially"Iwascrying

"Ican'tmeetyoutodaycanwemeettomorrow"

"IloveyouGuguwithallthatisinme"

"Wherearewemeetingtomorrow?"

"FourwaysinMuggnBeanat10.Iintendto

spoilyouthewholeday"

"Mybatteryislowbye.."IdroppedthecallIwas

doomedthoseweretheresultsofbeing

stubborn,theresultsofthinkingthatIknewitall.

IfonlyIcouldturnbackthehandsoftime.If

onlyIhadgonetoCapeTownwithLizwiIwould



havebeenspeakingadifferentstory.Ifinished

cookingandwenttobed.Idon'tknowwhen

Dumicamehome.Ifelthiscoldhandsaround

mywaist.Hewasbusybrushinghishardcock

onmybutt.IpretendedtobesleepinguntilI

couldn'ttakeitanymore.

"Dumiyourhandsarecoldpleasestopit.Iam

tiredIwanttosleep"

"IamsorryIwillwarmthemup"hetried

touchingmeagain.Iknewwhathewantedbut

hewasn'tgettinganytonight"Dumipleasedon't

touchmeIwanttosleep"

"Babypleasejustoneround.Iwanttofeelyou

pleasemaNdaba"Iraisedmyheadfacinghim

"Isaidnottoday,shouldIsleeponthefloornow

errhsothatyoucanunderstandthatIdon't

want.Clearlyyoudon'tunderstandthewordNo"

"IamsorryGugudon'tbitemyheadoff"I



chuckledbitterly

"WhywouldIstartwithyou?sincewhendoIbite

people'sheadspleasedon'tboreme"Ifelt

guiltyafterwards

"SorrymamakhesleeptightIloveyou"

"Mhmm"

Iwokeupthenextmorninglate,Dumihadlefta

letterapologising.Itwasn'thimitwasallme.I

lefthometwohoursearlierIorderedteaI

couldn'tdrinkcoffee.Lizwiwalkedinhelooked

veryhandsomeIwantedtojumponhimbutI

couldn't

"MaNdabawoowyoulook..fatinagoodway

standupandhugme.It'sbeenlong"Iwantedto



standupbutIcouldn'tIstartedcrying

"Mhlongohowareyou?"

"Guguwhat'swrongstopcrying,whatwill

peoplesay?"

"IamsososorryLizwi"

"Gugutalk"Istooduphelookedatme

chucklingbitterly

"Noyouarekiddingmeright.Isthisaprank

Gugu?"

"IfeltlonelythenImovedon.Ididn'twanttobut

hepursuedmeformorethantwoyears.Itried

but"

"Don'ttellmenonsenseGugu,doyouknowhow

manytemptationsIpassedwithoutfailure.Girls

offeredthemselvesbutIgladlyrejectedthem.

Isthishowyouthankamanwhorespected



yourbodyandwantedmarriagebeforesex.I

wasn'tstupidbutIunderstoodyourworth"

"Iamsorry"

"Themilkhasalreadybeenspilled.Youwasted

mytimemyfouryearsGugu.Myfriendswere

rightwhentheysaidchurchgirlsarewhores

damnyouwastedmytime(shakinghishead).I

can'tbelievethis,thisissounbelievable.Iwant

tobelievethatIamdreaming.Thisisallajoke

woow"

"ForgivemeLizwiIwantedattentionyoualso

contributedtomymistake"

"Don'tyoudareincludemeinyourstupidity.

Whydidyouevenagreetomeetupwithme?To

showmeyourpregnancy?Andgloatrubbingit

onmyface.ToyouIwasastupidboysoyou

finallymetthesmartguywhowantedwhatyou



wanted.Woowthisisthebestsurpriseofmy

lifeIwillcarrythisfortherestofmylife"

"Lizwipleasedon'tsaythat."Herubbedhis

tearyeyes

"Youwillneverseemeagain,youareworse

thanJudasIscariot.Iwillneverforgiveyou"I

criedsomuchIpulledhistrouserskneeling

down

"PleaseforgivemeMhlongo"

"Don'tyoudareuttermysurname.Doyoulove

himGugu?"

"Icareabouthim"

"Ican'tbelievethatallofmydreamshavebeen

shattered.AllalongIthoughtthatyouwere

goingtobethemotherofmykids.Byehavea

nicelife"helookedatmewithfuryanddisgust

onelasttime.



Ipaidformyteaalleyeswereonme.Iwas

embarrassedtearswerefallingdownonmy

cheeksinvoluntaryItriedstoppingthembutI

couldn't.

WhenIgothomeIthrewmybagonthefloor

andwenttothebedroom.IcrieduntilIcouldn't

takeitanymore.

Dumiwalkedin

"Babywhat'swrong?Isthebabyok?"

"YesIamfineIthinkit'sthehormones"

"Letmemassageyourfeetbabytomakeyou

feelbetter"hetriedtouchingmeIpushedhim

away

"It'shimrightGugu?It'shimwoow"heshook

hisheadlaughing



"WhatareyoutalkingaboutDumisani?Iam

gettingtemptedtonight"

"Iamgladyouknowittoo?"

"Muntu(Person)whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"SoLizwiisbackthatiswhyIambeingill

treated"

"Idon'tevenknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

justleavemeoutofyourbullshit"

"IheardclearlyyouwhenyousaidLizwi,Iwasn't

stupidtocontinuewithwhatIhadstarted.If

youwanttogobacktoLizwiyouhavetobe

patientandgivebirthtomybaby,mybabywill

staybehind"

"Dumiyougotmepregnantonpurposeright?

Yousaidyouhadpulledout.Didyoupullout?"
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IwassoconfusedDumihadtrickedme.Icried

hejustsatnexttomewithtearscomingout

fromhistinyeyes

"MybabyisnotamistakeGugudon'tyoudare

takeoutyourfrustrationsonit"

"YoutrickedmeZwanethisissowronginso

manylevels"

"Pullingoutisnot100%accurate"Inoddedand

wentbacktobed.AllmylifeIhadbeen

dependingonMaweshehadprotectedmeall

herlifenowIhadtofacereality.Heslightly

shakedme



"Pleasedon'tcryIamreallysorryIloveyouso

muchandIdon'twanttoloseyou"

"Youwon'tlosemeDumistopcrying"he

huggedmefrombehindwebothfellinto

silence.Icouldstillseethehatredanddisgust

inLizwi'seyes.

IwokeupthenextmorningwithDumisani'sleg

overme.

"AreyounotgoingtoworkZwane?"

"NoIambondingwithmyminifamilytoday"I

smiled

"YouarestillthecrazymanImetfouryears

ago"

"Iplantobeonefortherestofourlives"I

smiledlookingathimIhadnotlovedDumi

morethanLizwibuttheminithingshedidfor

meweremakingmetolovehim.Wespentthe

wholedaylookingforourbaby'sbed



IwasnoweightmonthspregnantDumiwas

helpingmebath,heusedtodocrazythings

whenhewasbathingmeIwouldlaughathis

sillyass.Itriedcookingforhimhecameback

earlier

"Soshecooked"hekissedme

"Dumi"

"ImissedyouMaNdaba,thispregnancyis

makingyousexy.FeelhowhardIam"hetook

myhandandplaceditinfrontofhim

"Leavemealone,howwasyourdaymylove"

"GoodwellIfoundusahouseinKlipfonteinI

don'twantyoutogivebirthinthistownship.

Youtwoneedtobeinasafeenvironment"I

huggedhim

"DumiIloveyou,Iamgratefulforwhatyoudo



inthishousehold"

"IamgratefulthatyoulovemethewayIam

andalsoforgivingmeatitleofafather.I

promisetoprotectyouandtoloveyou

unconditionally"

"Arewegettingmarried?Iswearthosefeltlike

vows.Iamevencrying"hekissedmynose.

Idishedforhim,Dumiwasverytalkativebuthe

spokestupidthingsmostofthetime.

Thefollowingdayhisbrotherscameand

packedeverythingforme.Weweremovingtoa

suburbIlovedtheplaceitwaspeaceful.

ThewivesweredoingthepackingwhileIwas

sitting.Iwasreallyclosetohisfirstbrother's

wifethethingiswewerebothChristians.



Wheneverythingwassettheycooked.WhenI

walkedininsidethehousethelastbornwho

wasagangsterlookedatmeinappropriately

butIbrusheditoffIcouldn'tbringmyselftotalk

tohimthatishowscaredIwasofhim.

Dumiwasnowusinghisbrother'scar.Iwas

wokenupbyanexcruciatingpain,Istaggered

goingtothebathroom

Dumifollowedme

"Whatdoyouwant?"Ihatedhowhefollowed

mearoundasifIwassellingsomething

"Isawyou.."Iscreamed

"Dumisanithisfeelslikedeath..uh..Iswearit's

mylasttime.Whyareyoustillstandingthere?"

Herantothebedroomtakingthecarkeys.

Hewasnervoushetookthebagswewere



alwayspreparedjustincaseifIweretogoto

labourbecauseIknewthatIwasgoingtogive

birthanytimesoon

Hecarriedmetothecar

"YouwilldropmeDumisani"hesmiledhis

stupiditywasirritatingmemoreandmore.He

latercalledMawe

"Guguareyouokay?"Howdoesoneaskan

obviousquestion.Ilookedathimandclosed

myeyes.

"Iwillgivebirthinthiscarifyoudriveslow

(Dumidrovefaster)Ididn'tsaygetuskilled.

Dumiwhat'syourproblem"

WefinallyreachedJohannesburghospital.The

nursescamerunningtowardsIhadtositonthe

wheelchair.



Dumiwentbacktothecartogetmybags.We

weretakentothematernityward.

Thedoctorcameandaskedmetoopenmy

legs.Heinsertedhistwofingers.

"MamIcanfeeltheheadit'snearopenyour

legswider"hecalledforthenurse.

"Mait'stimeforyoutopush,youareluckyuh

youdidn'tgetanylabourpains"

IpushedIwantedtoclosemylegsthenurse

slappedme

"Heyopenyourlegswidersisi"shewassorude

shewasthedevil'sadvocate

IpushedforthelastIheardadeafeningsound.



IliterallycriedIhadbroughtalife

"It'saboyheissobig"theyweighedhimhewas

3.6kg.Hisfatherwalkedinsmiling.Ihanded

himtoDumi

"SiyabongaZwane"Ismiledthroughtears

"HelookslikeyouZwane"

"Hehasto,Iamhandsomehecan'tbeuglyhe's

aZwane"Ilaughedlookingatmysillyman.

Auntycamethenextday,wegotdischarged

around12.

Mawetaughtmehowtonursemystitches.She

helpedmebathSiyabongaIfeltlikeitwas

breakinghershehadneverhadachildofher

own.Iwassoscaredtobathhimhewassotiny.

Mynipplesweresoreandmybreastshad

grownbig.



THEUNKEPTWIFE

#11

Hishandsweresotinyithithome,thousandsof

emotionsevokedinmyheart.Iwasamom,I

hadgivenbirthtoahandsomefellowhewas

nothinglikemeyouwouldswearthatitwasgirl.

ItremindedmeoftheveryfirstdayImovedin

withDumihehadlookedatmewitheyes

piercingthroughthedepthsofmysoul.Iwas

sotransparenttohim.Idon'tknowhowhehad

tamedtheshe-cheeky-beastinmebutIswearit

feltgood"GuguIknowyouarenotreadytobea

motherandwesinnedagainstGod

allIwantisforyoutoletmein,letmetakecare

ofyou.Letmeloveyouthewayyoudeserveto

beloved"Ineverregrettedstayingwithhim.



Iusedtosendhimallovertheplacesjustto

getmycravings,sometimesIwouldlaughat

him.Theysayourmoodswhenwearepregnant

theyoftenchasemenawaybutmysocalled

loverneverlefthekeptonfollowingmearound.

Thatoftenpissedmeoffheknewitbuthewas

persistent.

"Guguwhyareyoucrying?"Ilaughedblinking

mytearsaway

"MaweIdidn'tnoticethatIwascrying.Iamjust

happythatIhaveSiyainmyarms.IknowthatI

willdoanythingtoprotectmyson.Helooks

cute(wipinghertears)Ididn'tknowthatbeinga

mothercouldevokesuchemotions.My

emotionsareallovertheplaceIalwaysthought

Iwasanicequeenbutheythisboyhastamed

me'"

Shesmiledthroughtears

"Idon'tknowhowitfeelstogivebirthbutI



raisedyoulikemyown.IknowhoweagerIwas

toprotectyou.Thisismotherhoodforyouand

Ihopethatthisbabytamedyourstubbornness"

Igrinned

"Youknowthatit'sgeneticallysoitwon'tleave

it'sheretostay"webothlaughed.

SiyastartedcryingIhadtopickhimupwith

carebecausehewastiny.Ilaidhimonmyleft

armandstartedbreastfeedinghim

"OuchthishurtsIswearmynipplesfeellike

theyhavebeensetonfire"auntylaughed

"Makesurethathedoesn'tlookuporheis

goingtogetchockedwhenhepukes"after

breastfeedinghimIlaidhimontopofmy

shoulderIwantedhimtoburp.



"Guguyouarenotsupposedtohavesex.You

willonlyhavesexafterthreemonths"Ilaughed

shyly

"HhawuMawe'

"IamseriousIhopeyouwilllistentomefor

once"

"Idolistentoyou,Iwon'thavesexuntilI'm40"

"Iamnotstupidyoulousygirl.Comeletmetie

yourstomach.Idon'twantyoutohave

lovehandles"Istoodupshetiedme

"Ouchthishurts,youtightenedittoomuch

Mawe"sheshowedmeherstraightface

"Doesitfeellikeyouarelosingyourvirginity"I

laugheduntiltearscameout

"Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutIam

stillaVirgin"shelaughed



"Yazipeoplearemisusingsecondaryvirginity.

Youarebusythinkingaboutsexbutyouare

sayingyouareaVirgin"webothlaughed

"Leavemealone,Iamfeelinghungrywhatdid

youcook?"

"Papandchicken,leavesomeforDumi"Istood

upandwenttothekitchen

"IhavetogetpregnantagainifitmeansthatI

won'tbecooking.ThissmellsgoodIswearI

missedyourcooking"

"Uhmsoyousay,didyouseeLizwi?"

"Iamhappypleasedon'tsaythingsthatwillruin

mymood.How'sThando?"



"Sheisgoodshehasbeenaskingaboutyou.

Bab'mfundisiwasaskingaboutyouhesayshe

missesyourworshippingservices"

"JustliketheprodigalsonIwillcomeback

homebutIhavetofixmyselfandmymistakes"

"Youdoknowthatwhentheprodigalsoncame

backhomehehadnothingwithhimthatishow

Godmanifestshesayscomeasyouarethough

yoursinsareredasscarletIshallwashthem

whiteassnow."

"AmenpreachwomanofGodgodeeper"we

laughedshelightlyslappedme

Dumicamebackhomeearlierhewascarrying

toys

"MaNdabahowareyou?"Ismiled



"GoodyouZwane?(Openingtheplastic

bags)Didyoureallyhavetobuycars?Siyais

notevenaweekoldbuthealreadyhastoysofa

3yearsoldperson"helaughed

"IsawthetoysandIjustfellinlovewiththem.I

don'twanthimtolackanything"

Iwentandkissedhim

"Youaregoingtobeagoodfatherbutjuststop

overdoingitoryouwillfaildismally"

Hedevouredmymouththrowingmeonthebed.

Hishandsslidintomypantstouchingmyslicky

andwetcookie

"StopDuminosexforyouuntilSiyaisthree

months"hecomplained

"Butbabywhy?Whyshouldwewaitforthree

months?"

"ThushowthingsaredoneDumidon'taskme



thosequestionsgoandaskaunty"helaughed

"Whatdoyouwantmetosaytoher?ShouldI

say'auntywhycan'tIhavesexwithGugu?why

shouldIwaitforthreemonths?'ButGugudo

whitepeoplewaitforthatlong?"Ilaughed

"ThelasttimeIcheckedyouwereblack"

HewentoutofthebedroomcomplainingI

laughedpackingSiya'stoysthathiscrazyfather

hadboughtforhim.

Auntywasdoingmostofthehouseduties,she

stayedwithusforthreemonths.Shewas

gawkingatusshedefinitelywantedusnotto

havesex.

Igavehermoneyforgroceries

"GuguIknowyouaregoingtobeagood

mother.WhenyouneedmeIwillalwaysbe



home.Whenitgetstootoughpray,mychild

includeGodinwhateveryoudo"

"Iwillalwaysdothat,IpraythatGodgivesme

strengthtobethewomanthatyouare.Tocarry

thewisdomthatyouhave"

"Youwillchild,Iloveyou"shekissedSiyawho

wasgiggling.

IcookedasimpledishIwasreallytired

motherhoodwasn'tgivingmeachancetorest.

Dumicamebackhomecarryingfruits

"Babakheyoucamebackearlier"

"YesIfinishedmythingsearly"SiyacriedIwent

totheroomtogethim.Istartedbreastfeeding



him,IcaughtaglimpseofDumismiling.When

Iwasdonefeedinghimhestoppedcrying

"Givehimtomebaby"IhandedhimSiya

"HandlehimwithcareDumi"Idon'tknowwhat

DumididorhowhehandledhimwhatIknowis

thatSiyapukedonhisface.

"AhSiyathisissogrosstakeyourspoiltbrat"

laughing

"Iwarnedyou,youaretoohotheadedZwane"

IdishedforDumi,heatehisdinnerwhileIwas

busygettingSiyatosleep.Iwenttoour

bedroomandremovedthelaundrythatwason

topofthebed

Ifelthimrubbinghimselfbehindme.

"ImissedyousomuchGugu"Iwasalreadyon

contraceptivesgettingpregnantagainwasout

oftheway



"Dumi"hemademefacehim

"IloveyouMaNdaba"hesuckedmylowerlip

makingmemoan

Heslowlyremovedmydress,headmiredmy

stomachkissingit.Helaidmeonthebed

lookingatmewithhungerandthirst

"Thankyouforgivingmeanheir"Ihelpedhim

removemypantymywaistwasalreadyonthe

air.

Heremovedhisshirt,Iwasbusyadmiringhis

muscles.Hewentinbetweenmylegsand

separatemyfoldsusinghistongue.

Histonguewasfuckingeverycornerofmy

cookie.IheldthesheetstightlyIwascloseto

coming



"OhnoDumiplease"hepinchedmyclitIfell

apartshatteringmylegswereshaking.He

camebacktomymouthItastedmyselfonhim.

Hiscockhitmyentrancetappingit

"Dumi"hewasfrustratingmeIwasgetting

impatientIwantedhiminsideofme.Heslidded

insidemeandstoodstillnotmoving

"Moveplease"withinfewminutesSiyacried

"Ohmygosh"

"Waitbabyletmecome"hiscriesgotworseI

pushedhimaway

"HhayiGuguthissonofyoursiscrazy,nowI

can'tgetlaidafterwaitingforsolong"

ThedayforustogotoDurbancame.Iwas

goingtoseeDumisani'sparents.
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Iwokeupearlierthanmyusualtime.SiyacriedI

bathedhimfastandfedhim,afterfewminutes

hewasalreadysleepingIlaidhimnexttohis

fatherwhowasstillsleeping.Icleanedthe

houseandwenttotakebath.IwokeDumiuphe

wokeupcomplaining

"HhayiGuguIstillwanttosleepwhyamIup

thisearly?"Ilaughedathim

"It'ssixDumigoandbath"hewenttothe

bathroom,ImadehimbreakfastIheardhim

shoutingmyname.

SometimesIfeltlikeIwashismother

especiallyifhehadflueIhadtonurseSiyaand



him.Iwipedmyhandsandwenttohim.WhenI

openedthedoorhewasbehinddoor.Hepulled

metohim

"Siyaissleepingwecanmakeuseofthistime"I

giggled

"Itrustyoursontowakeupwhenyouareabout

tocome"helookedatmewithhalfclosedeyes.

Hesmashedhislipsonmine,hemademebend

andholdthesink

"Guguyouarenotwearinganythingunderneath

thisuglydress"Igiggledthistimehedidn't

wasteanytimewithhisteasingskillsbecause

heknewwhathissonwascapableof.Hefilled

meupallIcoulddowastomoanIwas

surrenderingmysoultothisman.Hemoved

veryfastIshatteredunderneathhimasIwas

abouttobreathhefilledmeupwithhiscum

"Ohbabythatwasmindblowing.Thethingsyou



makemedo"Iremovedmydressandjoined

him

"YouaresocunningDumi"Ipouted

"RememberwhenIusedtobathyouwhenyou

werepregnant"

"Youarenottalkingtome"helaughedIbathed

fast.AsIwasabouttoleaveheheldmyarm

"Let'sdoitonemoretimebaby,lookatmeIam

hardagain"asIwasabouttorespondmyboy

criedIlefthimfrustrated.

Whenhecameoutofthebathroomhe

complained

"Itseemslikeyoulovehimmorethanme"

"Stopbeingababygoandgetdressed.Your

breakfastwillgetcold"

SiyawasnowfivemonthshewassofatIdon't

knowifitistheappropriatewordtousebuthe



wasverybigandheavy.

WedidfinaltouchupsSenzocameandparked

nearthegatehehelpedmecarrythebagsto

thecar

"HowareyouMaNdaba?"Iwassoscaredof

himIcaughtaglimpseofhisgunonhiswaist

"Iamgoodandyouncane"hesmileditwasmy

firsttimetoseehissmile

"IwishIwasgood"Iquicklywentbacktothe

house.

Dumiwasalreadydoneeatinghewaswashing

hisplate

"Bafohowareyou?"Senzoaskedsmiling

"Everythingisfinebafoandhowareyou?"



"Iamgood"thisguywasplayingmindgames

withmeIwasn'tgoingtoentertainhim.

DumiwasdrivingandSenzowassittingonthe

frontseat.TheyplayedMaskandimusicwell

thatwasn'tmycupoftea.Siyawassleepinghe

wasusedtotheloudmusic.Thereispowerin

thewordsthatyoutellyourchildren.Ioftentold

Siyahowsuccessfulhewasgoingtobeand

thathewasablessing.

IwaswokenupbyDumiwewerealreadyin

Harrismith

"Babywhatdoyouwantmetogetyou?"

"Cappuccinowilldo"hesmiled

"BabytheKFCcappuccinoisnotnicetheir

beansareoftenburnt"Siyaopenedhiseyes

"GotoBabaSiya,babybuymeanythingImight

like"hekissedSiyatheywenttoKFC.Ilooked

outsidethewindowbecauseIwasonlyleftwith

SenzoIwasn'tcomfortablearoundhim



"DoyouloveDumiMaNdaba?"Ichuckled

bitterlythatwasthemoststupidestquestion

ever

"WhywouldIbewithhimifIdidn'tlovehim?"

Hesmiled

"Isitbecausehe'stheonlymanyouhaveever

beenwith?"Igotangry

"Youarecrazy,stopsmokingwhateveryouare

smokingbecauseitismessingupwithyour

sanity"hechuckled

"IseeIhitanerve,right?"

DumiopenedthecarholdingSiyainafunny

wayhelookedatme

"Thisboymesseduppleasechangehim"

IlaughedgoingoutsidethecarDumiwasa

dramakingIlaidtheblanketontopofthe

bonnetofthecarandchangedhim.



AsweapproachedDurbanIgotmorenervous.

DumihandedthecartoSenzomymanwas

tiredheleanedonmyshoulder

"Don'tbenervousbaby,Icanfeelyourheart

beatingfast"

"Whatifyourmotherwon'tlikeme?"Heheldmy

hand

"Chillbabymymomissweet"Siyalookedathis

fatherandstartedblubberingChinese.Icould

seeDumisani'seyesglowingwithjoy.

WefinallyreachedVerulambutbeforethatI

hadaskedSenzototakeustoGateawayso

thatwecanbuygroceriesforthefamily.We

couldn'tgothereemptyhanded.



Theirhousewasextendedanditlookednice.

Senzoparkedoutsidethehouse.Dumigotout

ofthecarcarryingSiyaIfollowedthemcarrying

mybag.Hisfathercameoutsidehelooked

handsomeIcouldn'tbelievethatIwasoglingat

myfatherinlaw

"Mangethe,LindaMkhontoZikodeasibingelele

unjanibaba(howareyoufather)?"Hesmiled

takingSiya

"Iamgoodandyoumyson.Howareyoumy

daughter?"Ibowedalittletoshowsome

respect

"I'mgoodandyousir?"

"Don'tcallmesiryoucancallmeBaba"Ismiled

lookingdown.

IfollowedDumihismothercamerunning

towardsusshehuggedDumitightly



"It'sbeenlongmyboy"shelookedatmeand

lookedatSiya

"Howareyouma?"Igreetedher

"Iamgoodandyousis"

"Iamgood"shetookSiyafromhisgrandfather

"ThisboylookslikeyouDumi,heissoadorable.

Hetookmyweight"Zwanelaughed

"KahlengehabaMakheswa"shesmiledshewas

indeedbeautifulbutherattitudewasstinking.

"IamtellingthenakedtruthZwane"Itried

laughing.Wesatdowninthelivingroom.

"BabathisisGuguNdabathemotherofyour

grandson.ThewomanIaminlovewith"his

fathersmiled

"IamgladIfinallymetyouMaNdaba.Ihearda

lotaboutyou,donotworryit'sgoodthingsonly"

Ilookeddownshylywhileeveryonewas



laughing

"SamehereBaba"

Senzowalkedincarryingplastics.Hegreeted

hisparentsandwentoutside.Makheswashook

herheadlaughing

"Thereissomethingconfusinghere,soGugu

youcameherealonewithouthavinganyofyour

familymemberswithyou?IsizuluseGoli

ngiyasibonga(IthanktheJohannesburgZulu)

itdoesn'thavemorals,theZuluthatwehave

heredoesn'tallowawomantovisittheinlaws

whentheguydidn'tpayanything,younglady

thisislifeyoudon'tsellyourselfshort"Iwas

surelygoingtostranglethiswoman.

"Leavethekidsaloneplease"Zwanespokewith

somuchauthoritythatshuttheshe-beastup.

"Don'ttakeittoheartmychildtimeshave

changedbutthatdoesn'tmeanthetradition



evolvesitremainsthesame.Wewilldoright

withyourfamily"

"Makotiwhatareyoudoingwithyourlife"I

swearthiswomanwastestingmeandshewas

winningDumiresponded

"Shecan'tworkMaSiyaisstillyoung"she

nodded

"Iseebutwassheworkingbefore?"

"NoIwasn'tworking"shelookedatmeirritated

"HhayimanDumiyougoaroundtakingevery

burden.Whywouldyoudateapersonwhois

notdoinganythingwiththeirlife.Areweeven

goingtogetanymoneyfromyou?"

Zwanegotangry

"Isthisthewaytowelcomechildrennoyou

don'tdothat"



"ButZwaneIam.."

"Keepquietifyoudon'thaveanythingniceto

say"shekeptquietangrily

Istoodupandwentoutside.Ididn'tknowthe

placebutIwantedtobeawayfromthedragon.

IgotoutsidethegaterushingDumiranafterme

hehuggedmetightly

"IamsososorryGugumymotherisneverlike

this"

"LeavemealoneDumi,Ican'tstayhereIwant

togobackhome"

"Noyouarenotgoinganywhere,IpromiseIwill

talktoher"

"Watchmego,Iamgettingbackinsidethat

houseandIamtakingmybagsandmysonwe

areleavingthisplace.Howdoesonedisrespect

someonetheydon'tknowsomuch.Ihateyour



momDumi"

"Iknowyoudon'tmeananythingyousaid,you

arejustangry"hehuggedmekissingmy

forehead.Ihadmetthedevilfacetoface

"IwantmyphoneIneedtotalktoMawe"

"Okfirstcalmdownyouwillcallhertomorrow"I

noddedandgotbacktothehouse.

DumishowedmehisroomIwentinandslept.

DumiwokemeupgivingmefoodIpushedthe

plateaway

"What'swrongMaNdaba?"

"IamnoteatingthisfoodIstillwanttolive"he

gotangry



"Areyousayingmymotherisakiller?"

"Stopputtingwordsinmymouth,takeit

howeveryouwanttotakeit.Leavewithyour

foodandbringmysonbacktome"

"AreyougoingtosleephungryGugu?"

Iwokeupandsatmyeyeswerebloodshotred

"Dumidoyouunderstandsimplelanguage?

Pleasebringmysonbacktomewhenyoutake

backthisfood"hecameandsatnexttomeI

justbrokedown.Mawewasneverthishardon

meDumi'smotherwasadefinitionofthedevil.

"Pleasedon'tcrybabywewillleavetomorrow"I

noddedandwentbacktobed.

Iwokeuparound5andaskedDumitoshowme

wherethecleaningthingswere.



AftercleaningImadebreakfastforeveryone.

Theywokeuparoundeight

"Makotihowdidyousleep?"Hisfatherasked

"Goodyoubaba"

"Good".

SiyasleptwithMakheswalonlysawhiminthe

morning.

Igreetedherwithrespectshesmiled,shewas

busyentertainingSiya.

"MaNdabasinceSiyaisaZwaneweshoulddo

awelcomingceremonyforhim,introducinghim

totheancestors"

"IamsosorryMamychilddoesn'tpartakein

suchceremonies.HeisaChristianandhe'sa

NdabanotaZwane.Iclearlydon'tremember

yoursonpayingthebridepriceletalone



damages"shegotangry

"WhatareyouimplyingmaNdaba?"Ilookedat

Dumiwhowasveryquiet

"MysonisaChristian"shelaughedclappingher

hands

"Dumitalktoyourwoman"IhopedthatDumi

wasnotgoingtofailmelikeyesterday

"SheisrightmomoursonisaChristianand

nothingisgoingtochangethat"Zwanespoke

softly

"It'sfineMaNdabawerespectyourdecisionas

theparents"Makheswacomplained

"HhayibojustlikethatZwane.Youareallowing

kidstowalkoveryou.IfSiyagetssickdon'task

ustohelpyou"
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Theatmospherehadchanged.Zwanestoodup

goingoutside,Dumifollowedhim.

"Youaresohotheadedallmylifemysonhas

neversaidnotowhateverIsay.Whatdidyou

feedhim?IknowhowyousocalledChristians

are."

"MaweareleavingtodayIwillgoandpackour

thingsnow"shelaughedbitterly

"Wondersshallneverend,goanddowhatyou

havetodoMaNdaba"

CryingwasthelastthingIwasevergoingtodo

infrontofher.ShewantedmetobeangrybutI

wasn'tgoingtogiveherthatsatisfaction.



AfteranhourDumiwalkedinangry,hegaveme

awarninglookIamsurehewasreprimanding

me.Welltoobadaskinghimanythingwasthe

lastthingIwasgoingtodo.

"Zwanegoandbathweareleavingsoon"

"OkyoumaygoandtakeSiyafrommom"

withthatsaidhewalkedout.Hewasn'thimself.

Everythingwasnowinorder

"MamayyoupleasegivemeSiyaIwanttobath

him"

"Iwilldoit,youmaygoandbath.Leavehis

clothesontopofthebedorbringthemtome"

IgaveherSiya'sthingsandwenttothe

bathroom



"IwilljoinyouandI'mnottakingnoasan

answer"helookedatmelickinghislowerlip

"Gugumyparentsareherewearenotgoingto

doanything"

"WellIamheretobath,Ineversaidwewilldo

anything"

WhenweweredonewitheverythingSenzo

cametopickusup.

"GowellMaNdabatakecareofmygrandson"

Zwanesaiditsmilinghewasdowntoearth

"ThankyouBaba"

"Youmaygowellanddon'tforgettosendus

moneyDumithesedayswedon'tseeanything

fromyou.Youshouldcomeoneofthegood

dayssothatyoucanvomitandcleanyour

stomachnotforgettingthoseevilspiritsyoueat

unknowingly"



Whoeatsevilspiritthiswomanwasclearly

testingme.Dumiwentandhuggedhismother

andtookSiya.

HeopenedthedoorformeIgotinsidethecar

angry

"Makotiareyouok?"

"IamokSenzowhatdoyouwant?"

"Don'tbitemyheadoffI'mnotDumi"

"Goodsodon'taskmeanythingthatdoesn't

concernyou"Dumiwasoutsidespeakingtohis

parents.Hewastakinglong,whichwasnow

irritatingme.

HeopenedthedoorandhandedSiyatome.My



sonwasverybubblyandloveable.Hewasn't

scaredofpeoplebuthelovedbeingcarried.

ThedrivetoJohannesburgwasverylongand

boringeveryonewasquiet.

Wegothomearound10pm.Icarriedmyson

whowassleeping.Wewenttobedwewere

bothexhausted.

SiyacrieditwasalreadymorningDuminever

cametobedmaybehewasangrywithme.

Theycameoutoftheroomaround12

"Goodmorning"

Senzoresponded

"MorningMaNdaba"

"Guguwhereismyson?"

"Heissleeping"

Senzoatehisbreakfastveryfastandleft.



"Dumiwhat'swrongwithyou?"

"WhatdoyoumeanmakaSiya?"

"Youareavoidingme"

"Youshouldn'thavespokentomymotherin

thatmanner.IfeellikeIamnotamanenough.

GuguyoudorealisethatIamtheonlyonewho

isworkinghere.HowwasIgoingtoraisemoney

forlobolo?"

"IamsosorryMangethebutyourmotherhates

me"

"Ispoketoher,ifshedisrespectsyouagainshe

willlosemeforgood"

"IloveyouZwane"

"YouareeverythingthatIthinkabout.Nothing



makesmehappythanthefactthatIwasyour

firstandIpromisetokeepyouhappyuntilthe

endoftime"tearswereslowlycomingoutof

myeyes.

"Howdoyoumakemesoweakeffortlessly?

Youaretheonlythingthatmattersinmylife.

YouandSiyagivemeareasontolookforward

fortomorrow.Thankyouforstandingupforme

infrontofyourmom"hekissedmyforehead

"IwoulddoanythingtomakeyouhappyGugu

(Holdingherhandclosetohischest)itonly

beatsforyou.Youmakemesane"Igiggled

"Sodoyoumylove,Idon'tregretgetting

pregnantwithSiyaalthoughyoutrickedme"He

laughed



"NoIdidn'tmyseedsarepowerful,theycrossall

thebarriers.Talkingaboutthatitremindsme

thatyouneedtousecontraceptives"

"IamusingthemthatiswhyIamallowingyou

todowhateveryouwanttodowithmycookie"

"Ihopetheywillworkasamanwhodrinks

imbizaItrustmyspermstogetyoupregnant

anytimefromnow"hecarriedmetothe

bedroom

"StopDumiIdon'twanttogetpregnant"he

chuckledsinkinginmyneck.

"IlovehowyouwidenyoureyeswhenIam

abouttomakelovetoyou"

"StopitDumi"helaughed



"It'sbeenlongnowbaby,Iamtakingoursexlife

tothenextlevel.AsyourteacherIcanassure

youthatyoupassedlevel1"

"Youarecrazy(Laughing)Iamnotlisteningto

anythingthatyouaresaying"hesqueezedmy

breasts

"IwanttosuckthemsobadbutIcan'tsincemy

boytookover.Isthatmilknice?"

"HowamIsupposedknowsinceIcan'tsuckmy

ownbreasts"hetookoutmybreastandstarted

suckingit.Hegotoffthebedrushingtothe

toilet.Hefoundmelaughingathim

"Isitnicebaby?"hetookatowelwipinghis

tongue

"IrespectSiyaheistheman,whodrinksthatuh?



Irespectmyboy"

Wespentthewholedayinbed.Hetookout

papersunderneaththewardrobe

"Thisismybusinessplan.Iwanttogointo

transportationandproperty.Wehavetostart

withtransportationfirstitistheeasiestone.IfI

saveenoughmoneyIwillbuytwobigcars"I

wentthroughthepaperthewholeideawas

appealingtome

"Explainthistransportationthingforme"

"Wewilltakepeoplefromtheairportanddeliver

themtotheirhotels.Theothercarwilltravelto

longdistancesliketakinganddeliveringpeople

fromJohannesburgtoEastLondonorDurban"

"IloveitMangetheIwillsupportwhateveryou



domylove"hekissedmyhand

"PraytoyourGodforme"

"Iwilldefinitelydothat.Isawourchurchnear

therank.Iwillstartinggoingtherefrom

Sunday"

"Pleasedon'tsing"

"Iwillsingwhenthetimeisright"

"WhenthathappensIwillgowithyoutochurch

phelaIhavetomarkmyterritory.Stoplaughing

atmeGugu"

"Iamnot"

Dumiwokemeupthenextmorninghewanted

metomakebreakfastforhim.Iwenttothe

bathroomtogetaquickshower.

"Whatdoyouwanttoeatbaby?"



"Cornflakeshoney"

"ComeonDumiyouwokemeupfor

cornflakes?areyouseriouslykiddingme?"He

smiled

"Iwantedtoseeyoubeforeleaving"hekissed

megentlyrubbingmyass

"Iloveyou,don'tworryIwillmakeyour

breakfast"

Igavehimhislunchboxandkissedhimonelast

time.

AftercleaningthehouseIbathedSiyaandfed

him.Auntywalkedinaround11

"Mawehowareyou?"

"Iamgoodyousisi?Siyahowareyoumyboy?"



"GotoMawemyboy.Ihavebeenwaitingfor

yousinceforever.Irespectyournineo'clock"

shelaughed

"Iknewyouweregoingtosaythat.Nonetheless

Iamhere.Iseverythingalright?"

"NoDumisani'smomdisrespectedmesobad.I

can'tbelieveit"Itoldhereverythingthat

happenedinDurban

"IlovethefactthatDumistoodbyyou.Ihope

youwillneverdisrespecthismotheragain.You

shouldneverspeakbadabouthismother.

Lovingandrespectinghismotherwillworkfor

yourownadvantage.Ifyouwantmakeaman

happyrespecthismother,callhismotherand

laughwithher.Ifthemothergetstoloveyou.

Theyarehighchancesthatshewillnever

acceptanotherwomanthatDumibringshome



excludingyou"

"Ididn'tknowthatMawe"

"Whatyoudidwaswrong,whydidyouvisit

themwhenyouknowthattheypaidnothingfor

you?"

"IamsorryMawe"sheclickedhertongue

"Youlovemakingdecisionswithoutaskingme

orthinkingthemthrough"

"FromtodayIwillaskyouMawe"

"OkMaNdaba"

"DidyouseethemoneythatIsentyou?"

"YesmyangelthatwasalotthankDumifor

me"

"Iwill"

ThetruthisDumiknewnothingaboutthe



moneyIhadsent.

"Youshouldsendmoneytohisfamilytoo.They

shouldgetwhatIgetGugu,lovehisparentsas

youloveme"

"Iamnotmarriedtohim"

"Yougotyourselfmarried,sodowhatisright"

"ThankyouforeverythingMawe,youalways

guidemeandgivemeknowledge"

"It'smydutytoguideyou.Don'tthankme"

ItwasnowamonthbeforeSiyaturnedoneI

calledMakheswa

"Howareyouma?"

"IamgoodwhoamItalkingto?"

"YouaretalkingtoGugu"

"Ow"



"YesmafirstIwouldliketoapologiseformy

behaviour.Iwasn'ttaughttodisrespectI

allowedmyfeelingstotakeover.Pleaseforgive

mema"shesighed

"WeallmakemistakesMaNdaba"

"MaSiyaisturningonenextmonthmayyou

pleasecomeandcelebratewithus.Your

presencewillbehighlyappreciated"

"Ohreallythatisgoodmydaughter.Imiss

uNdaba,IwilltalktoZwane"

TheNdabacameoutinasarcasticmannerthis

womanwasatoeofSatan.

"Thankyoumahaveagreatdayahead"



"YoutooMaNdaba"

Isenthermoneyitwasalotofit.Thatday

Dumicamehomehappy

"Youdidn'ttellmethatyouandmomarenow

friends"hegrabbedmyass

"WhyshouldItellyoueverythingmycrazy

man?"

"Iloveitwhenmytwofavouritewomenare

gettingalong"

"Mhmmyoursonisbreakingthingsgoand

checkhimout".

Dumisani'sparentscametwodaysbeforethe

partyItookcareofthem.Makheswawasa

wisewoman.Behindthatdevil'smaskthere

wasawomanwithwisdom.



"MaNdabayouaregreatcook"Ismiled

"Thankyouma"

"Ican'twaittoseethewomanwhoraisedyou"

"Shewillcometodaytohelpuswithcooking"

Auntycamearound5theywerechattingwith

Makheswaasiftheywerebestfriends.Busi

andherfamilycamethefollowingday,Zinziwas

goingtocomelateherhusbandhadother

commitmentsinthemorning.

ThedayforthepartycameDumiwasvery

happy

Siyawaswearingasuit,mysonlooked

handsome.



TheMcstoodup"GooddaymypeopleIcan't

believethatthissmallboymadeustocome

here.WhatdoIexpect?Tellblackpeopleabout

freefoodtheycomeinmultitudes"everyone

laughedhecontinued

"Jokesasidewewillpraybeforeweproceed"

Mawestoodupandprayed.

Weplayedhousemusicwhichwasvotedby

manypeopleSiyawasjumpingupanddown.

EveryonedancedZwanewaslaughinghewas

drinkingBrandy.

TheMCstoodup"nowthatyouhaveeatenand

youarefulllet'sgiveourboypresents"

PeoplestooduphandingtheMCpresents.

Dumiwenttogetamicrophonetothankthe



people

"Thankyouforjoiningustoday.Mysonis

officiallyoneIwouldliketothankhismother

whogavelifetohim.IloveyouMaNdaba.I

greatlyacknowledgethepresenceofour

parentsandalsothosewhoareourfriendsnot

forgettingmycolleagues.Lastbutnotleast

thankyouMCandthosewhowerenotinvited

thankyouforfinishingourbeers"people

laughed

Itwasnowmyturntotalk

"Iamashypersonpleasedon'tmind

me(Laughing),Iwouldliketothankyoufor

gracinguswithyourpresencetocelebratemy

son'sbirthday.Iwillsingonesong"

ThesongIsangleftpeoplewiththeirmouths

hanging.Dumiwashuggingmycryingself.

Dumisani'sparentsleftthefollowingdayI



packedsomegroceriesforthemhismother

couldn'tstoptalkingaboutmyvoice.

Icouldn'twaittoseethebirthdaypictures.

ItwasnowoneweekafterthepartyDumididn't

wakemeupfortheveryfirsttimeIgotgrumpy.

Siyawasinthekitchenhehadbrokenmy

favouritecupIscreamed

"Siya"hejumpedcrying

"Sorrymyboy,momissorrydonotcry"my

phonerang,Ididn'trecognisethenumberI

answeredthephone

"What..No.."Icrumbledonthefloorcrying

"NoDumino"
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HurtHopelessnessPainyesitwaspainful

tearsdescendedfrommyeyeballs.Myfeet

couldn'tcarrymeanymore,Icrumbledonthe

groundeverythinghappenedsofastmy

heartbeatincreasedSiyawascryingwipingmy

tears.Myhandscouldn'tenvelopehim.His

crieswerenotdeafening,hekeptonwipingmy

tearshewasinshock.Hestartedrollingonthe

groundseekingformyattentionbutmymind

wasfaraway.ZoningoutwassomethingIwas

familiarwithitonlyhappenedwhenIwas

shocked.

"MaNdaba!MaNdaba"hewalkedoutcallinghis

wife.

"GugulookatSiya(shakingher)lookathimhe

istraumatised"Vumanispokewitha



commandingvoicewordsfailedmethey

couldn'tcomeout

"Siya...Dumi..no"Iwasrunningoutofwords

"MakaZuziputSiyadownlet'scarryhertothe

bathroomIamsureshe'shavingapanicattack"

"OkBaba,Siyamyboygoandsitthere"Siyasat

onthecouch.

Vumaniandhiswifecarriedmetothe

bathroom.Theypouredcoldwateron

me,MakaZuzilaidmeonherlap

"CalmdownGugubreathinandbreathout.You

havetobestrong,whatisSiyagoingtodoifyou

aredoingthis.Vumanigotothekitchenand

takecareofSiyaIwillberightback"



Vumaninoddedandwalkedouthewasthefirst

bornofMakheswahelookedlikeZwanebuthe

wasthemosthumblestpersoneverwhofeared

God.

MakaZuziopenedhotwateronthebathtub

helpingmegetoutoftheshower.Thewater

waswarmandsoothing

"Guguthedevilcomesinmanywaystodistract

peace.Youneedtounderstandthatallthings

worktogetherforourgood.Godremains

faithfulinyourtestsandproblems.Youneedto

havefaiththatissmallasthemustardseed"

sherubbedmyback

"Hesaidheisdead,howwillImoveonThembi?"



Shelightlychuckled

"Heisnotdeadwhoevertoldyouthatgaveyou

thewronginformation.He'sinthehospitalIam

notsureifgoingwithyoutodayisgoingtobea

goodidea"Thembispokelightly

"IneedtoseehimMakaZuzi"sherubbedmy

shoulders

"Wewillgotomorrow,letmegoandmakeyou

coffee"Ilookedathersmiling

"ThankyouMakaZuzi"shepattedmyshoulders

"WeareafamilydonotthankmeGugu.Getout

ofthewaterbeforeyougetsick"Ismiled

"Yesma'am"shesmiledwalkingout



WespentthewholedayprayingforDumi.Iwas

prayingforhisrevivalandforhishealing.

MakaZuzicookedlunch,shewasaprayer

warriorIwasunderherwing.Shelovedme,I

oftensangwhenIwasintheirchurch.Theyleft

myhousearound6.

ItwasnowsevenO'clockthetimethatDumi

oftencomeshome.

Ilookedoutsidethewindowasusualbut

tonightwasadifferentnight,hewasn'tcoming

home,nohewasn'tIbrokedown.Siyawas

sleepingsuckinghisthumb.

"DearGodpleaseprotectDumi.Savehimfor

meIlovehim.SiyaandIstillneedhim.Youare

theLordthatheals,thatsavesandrestoreslife.

AllthingsaredonethroughyouAmen"Ikept

ontossingandtossingIonlysleptafter

midnight.



Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringingitwas

Makheswa

"MaNdabaIknowyouarenotalrightmy

daughter.Vumaniwillcomeandfetchyounow.

IamsorryIcouldn'tcallyouyesterdayIwasin

shock"thiswomanwastalkative

"Okmaletmegetready"

"PraytoyourGodformysontogethealed,Iwill

speaktohisancestorssothattheycan

intervenetooandhealmyson"

"IhearyoumaIwillprayforhim".

IsentMaweamessagesheimmediatelycalled

"BestrongandcourageousGodhasourback.



Whenyougettothehospitalpleaseupdateme"

"IwilldothatMawe"wespokeforfewminutes.

Siyahatedtobewokenup,gettinghimready

wasastruggle.Ibathedfast,andmade

breakfastformysonIcouldn'teat.Thetruthis

whenonefaceschallengesprayingandeating

becomeshard.Mystomachwastwistingand

cringing,itoftenhappenedwhenIwasnervous.

VumanicameandtookSiya'sbagwhichhadhis

foodandpampers.

Wegotinsidehishugecar

"MakaSiyadidyoueatanythinginthemorning?"

"YesBabakaZuzi"

"Idon'ttrustyou"wepassedbyMcdonaldhe



boughtmeahotchocolateandaburger.I

finishedthefoodwithinablinkofaneyehe

lookedatmethroughthemirrorandsmiled.I

hadnotrealisedthatIwashungry.

WefinallyreachedtheSunninghillhospital,

luckilyDumiandIhadmedicalaid.Iwas

panickingVumanipattedmyback

"Donotbescaredheneedsyoumorethanever

now"

Tearswereslowlybuildingup

"WhathappenedBhuti?Iforgottoaskyou"

"Hewasinacaraccident"hewantedto

continuebuthestoppedhimself.

Whenwereachedhisroomhisparentscameto

me

"MaNdabahowareyou?"Zwaneaskedtaking



Siyafromme

"Idon'tknowBababutIknowIwillbestrongfor

Siya"

"Dothatmydaughter"heleftmewith

Makheswa

"OhGugumysonissohelpless"shecried

huggingme.Hisbrotherswerestandingoutside

hisroomMuzilookedatmewitheyesfullof

sympathy.

Iwalkedinsidehisroommymanwasthere

lookinglifelesshewasconnectedtothe

machines.Isatnexttohimholdinghishand

"ZwaneMangethepleasewakeupforme,open

youreyespleasebaby.Siyaiswaitingforyou.

Comebackhomebaba"myheadwasontopof

him.Hewasmyhome,themanIloved.



Makheswapattedmybackshewasnolonger

thatevilwomanbutthebrokenwoman.

DumiwasinComathereportscameback

sayinghisbrainwasstillrespondingbutthey

didn'tknowhowlonghewasgoingtostayin

thatsituationandtheydidn'tknowifhewas

evergoingtowakeup.Theywereavoidingto

giveusfalsehope.

IcalledMaweandinformedheraboutthe

tragedythatfellovermyfamily.

IwasunemployedandIhadnothingtobackme

up.IfonlyIhadlistenedtoMawebutmy

stubbornnessalwayswon.

Vumanidroveushome,heshookme

"MaNdabawearealreadyhereareyousureyou



areok?Doyouwanttosleepinourhouse?"

"NobhutiMaweiscoming"

IcarriedSiyatothehousewhowasalready

sleeping.

Mawecamearoundsix

"HeyMaNdabahowareyou?"

"IamnotokMawe"Icriedwhileshewas

comfortingme

"Nowyouhavetobestrong,whatareyougoing

todonow?"

"Idon'tknowMaweIamconfused"



"I'msorrymyangelbutItoldyoutofindajob

youcamewithexcuses.Whatareyougoingto

donowmyKeptwife"Irubbedmytearyeyes

"Mawewhyarewetalkingaboutthepast?You

aremockingmeinmymisery.Anywaydon't

worryaboutmeIwillmakeaplan"

"Donotplaythevictimcardsisi.Goandfinda

jobsisidowhatyouhavetodo"
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Everythingthatwashappeningtomefeltlikea

dream.Tinyhandstouchedmyface,myeyes

openedtherewasmyson.Igotoffthebed

carryinghimgoingtothekitchen

"Maweyouarealreadygoing?"



"YesGuguIamworkingtoday"

"IthoughtIwasgoingtoleaveSiyawithyouasI

gotothePostnettofixmyCVs"shesighed

"PutSiyaonyourbackanddowhatevery

motherdoes.It'sabouttimeyoumanup.Iam

sureyouwanteverythingtobegiventoyou

Gugu,stopfeelingasifyouareentitledto

everythingandtheworldowesyounothing"

"Ididn'tsayIwillleavehimbehindanywayit's

fineMawe"

Iwenttothebathroomtogetmysonand

myselfready.AftereatingwewalkedtoPostnet

togetmyCVscreated,Imadetwentycopies.I

washandingoutmyCVinmostoftheshopsI

caughtaglimpseofamanagerfromSteers



squashingitandthrowingitinthedustbinthat

reallybrokemyheart.

Wegothomearoundtwo,Vumaniwalkedin

carryinggroceries

"HowareyouMaNdaba?"

"IamgoodandyouZwane?"Hesmiled

revealinghisperfectteeth

"Iamgood,IcametodropthisbythewayIam

inahurry"

"ThankyouBhutipleasegreetMakaZuziforme"

henoddedpickingupSiya.Theylookedso

adorabletogetherthatmadememissDumi

more.Hekissedhisforeheadandleft.



ItookapenanddraftedmyideasfastIwasn't

goingtoletmysonstarve.Afterremembering

thetupperwareandavonpapersundermy

cupboard,Iquicklygrabbedmyphoneand

calledNosiphotocomeoverwithin30minutes

shewasalreadyinmyhouse

"HeyNosihowareyou?"Shesmiled

"Iamgoodandyousisi?"Istoodupandgother

juice

"Iamgood,IwantedtotellyouthatIamready

tosellAvonandTupperware"shesmiled

"IpromiseyouGuguyouwillmakegoodmoney

aslongasyouarededicated"

"GivemetheformsIwillfillthemnow.Iwillsell

itinmychurch"

"ThatwouldworkGugupluspeoplefrom



churcharesupportiveandyoucanalsojoinme

inmycorner"

"Iwillstartsellingfromtomorrow,Ineedto

makemoneyassoonaspossible"shelaughed

"Thatisthespiritindependentwomenarethe

best"shestoodup

"Iwon'tleaveyoufarNosiSiyaissleeping"

"Okdear"

Wespokeaboutthemoneyforbuyingstock

thatwasn'taproblemIwasgoingtouseSiya's

moneythatwegotfromhisbirthday.Iusedthe

moneyinthecardtopayrentfornexteight

monthswewereleftwithfewcents.

Auntycamebackaroundsix



"HowwasyourdayMawe?"Shethrewherself

onthecouch

"GoodGuguhowwasyours?"

"Ok,Iwilldishupforyounow.Aftereatingmay

youpleasehelpmemovethethingsinthe

othertwobedroomstomymainroom"

"Whyshouldwemovethem?"

"Iwillrentthemout,Iwillpreferwomen.Idon't

trustmenespeciallyifit'smealone"shesmiled

"Whathappenedtomydaughter"Ilaughed

"Lifehappened"

Wewasheddishesandmovedeverythingtomy

mainbedroom.Wesleptaroundoneam.The

nextmorningIleftwithauntyinthemorning.I

pastedmynumbersonthepickandpayboards.



Itookataxitothehospital.Hismotherstood

upwhenshesawme

"Gugumydaughterhowareyou?"

"Iamgoodmaandyou?"Sheshookherhead

sniffing

"Lookatyounow,thisisbadithasn'tbeena

weekbutyouarealreadylikethis.Donotgive

upmylove"shehuggedmeIcouldn'tholdmy

sobsanymore

"Whenishewakingup?"

"IwishIknew,Siyacometogogo"IhandedSiya

toMakheswaandwenttoDumi,hewaslaying

therelookinglifeless



"Mangetheit'sGuguIwantedtotellyouthatI

havestartedabusinessofsellingtoprovidefor

Siyaasyouarestillbusyfightingforyourlife.

FightZwanefight(yelling)Mangethefightfor

yoursonheneedsyoutocomebackandplay

soccerwithhim.Fightmuntuwami"tearswere

comingouteffortlessly.Iwantedtohavefaith

butmyfearswerefailingme.Zwanewasn't

himselfIcouldseethathewastroubledhetruly

lovedDumibecausehewasayessirchildhe

neverquestionedhisparents.

"Babaallisgoingtobeok"helookedatmewith

hiseyesfullofdoubt

"Ihopesomydaughter,areyoucopingthough?

Ifeellikeyouaretooyoungtodealwiththis

ordeal"



"Iamgettingtherebaba,Ibelievethathewill

fightforus.IamleavingIwillseeyouweekend"

Makheswagavememysonwhowasalready

sleeping.

Sixdifferentpeoplecalledmeenquiringabout

therooms.ItoldthemeverythingIendedup

choosingtwowomenwhowereChristians

becauseIdidn'twantthosepeoplewhowere

goingtorockinthehousearoundthreeam

drunk.

Theybothmovedinwithintwodays,theyhad

nokidsandtheywereverysweet.Ihadstarted

sellingmytupperwareproductsandavon

productshousebyhouseitwastheeasiestway

togetmoremoney.Iquietlysatontherock

wipingmyforeheadwhichwasfullofsweatas

thesunwasscorching.Ialreadyhadfewclients



thatmotivatedmetoworkharder.Ihadtaken

Siyatocrèchehewasreallyexcitedaboutbeing

inadifferentenvironment,hewasonlyusedto

havingmearound.

IthadbeentwomonthssinceDumislippedinto

thecomaitwasnteasyformebutwewere

surviving.Mychurchmembersusedtovisitand

prayforhim.

FortheveryfirsttimesinceImovedinwith

DumiIatechickenfeettheywereaffordable.

"Siyacomeandeatenoughwithyourbooks

now"mysonlovedcolouring

WhenIgavehimthefoodheshookhishead

screaming

"Iwillbeatyouupnowshutup"hecontinued

screamingZodwagotoutofherroom



"Myboycomeherewhyareyoucrying?Whatis

mommydoingtomyhandsomehusband?We

willbeatmommy"Hewenttoher

"SiyaiscrazyZodwahedoesn'twanttoeathe

thinksIamhisfather,hehastoeatwhateverI

cook"Zodwalaughed

"Iwillgivehimmyfoodhedoesn'twantwhat

youcookedGugu,thosechickenfeetlookscary

uh"webothlaughed

"Hehastoeatdifferentdishessothathecan

easilyadaptthedayhesuffers"

Zodwafedhimheateuntilhewasfullthisboy

wasgoingtobethedeathofme.Weprayed

beforegoingtobedIhadtrainedhimwellhe

knewhowtoclosehiseyesandkneelbefore

bed.



Wewokeuparoundsixamandgotreadyfor

thedayIhadmadeasimplelunchbox.Ileft

SiyaatcrècheandwenttomyspotwhereIsell

mythings.Peoplestartedorderingearlyitwas

surelymyluckydayIprayedthankingGod.

AroundtwoIreceivedacall"nonotSiyaohmy

Godpleasesendmedirections"wordsfailed

meallIcoulddowastocryrunningtoataxi

ranklikeamadwoman.

Godhadfailedmyfamily
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TearswerecloudingmyeyesIcouldbarelysee

theroadmyheartwasbeatingveryfast.

Eachheartbeatwasaccompaniedbyahiccup.



"Heyyoudoyouwantmetokillyou?Areyou

drunk?"IwasinfrontofhisBMW,helookedat

mepissed,hegotoutofthecarandcameto

me

"Areyouokaysisi?"

"No(shakingherhead)I'mnotIjustreceiveda

callsayingmysonisinthehospital"hehelped

metostandupbecauseIhadfalleninfrontof

hiscar.

"Let'sgetinsidethecar,doyouknowthe

hospitalhewastakento?"

"TheysaidheisJohannesburghospitalIdon't

knowwhytheytookhimthatfartheyshould

havetakenhimtoNetcarehehasamedical

aid"



"Wewilldrivetohospitalit'sfine,takethatcloth

behindyouandwipeyourface.PeoplewillsayI

amabusive"Ilaughed

"Thankyoubutdoyoureallycareaboutwhat

peoplesay?IoftendowhatIthinkisright.What

myheartwantsandIwillfacethe

consequenceslater"Helaughedshowinghis

dimples

"Youareadefinitionofacrazyperson,arisk

takerforsure.Areyoumarried?"

"NonotyetbutIstaywiththefatherofmyson

andyou?"

"NoIamnot,howlonghaveyoubeenstaying

withhim?"



"Nearlytwoyears"heshookhishead

"Idon'twanttolietoyoubutthechancesofyou

gettingmarriedtohimareslim.Whenaman

wantstomarryyouhedoesn'tstaythatlong

withouttalkingaboutmarriage.Bealertmy

sister"hewasstartingtoannoyme,Dumiloved

memorethananythingandhewasnevergoing

tohurtme.

"What'syournameagainbhuti?"

"VusiDlomoandyou?"

"GuguNdabawehavebeentalkinglikefriends

forgettingthatwedidn'tintroduceourselvesto

eachother."



"It'sniceknowingyoujustgivemeyourphone

numbersincewearealreadyhere.Doyouwant

metogoinwithyou?"

"Yeslet'sgotogetherIhavealreadysentmy

sistersmessages"heopenedthedoorforme

hewasagentleman.Hetoldmeabouthimself,

luckilywewerefromthesamechurchjust

differentbrancheswhatagreatcoincidenceit

was.

WewalkedinsidetheCharlotteMaxekeunitand

wenttothereceptionistIwassoscaredofthe

unknown.

"Gooddaymam"

"Gooddaymamhowareyou?"



"IwishIwasgood,Iamlookingformybaby

whowasadmittedheretodaybyhisteacher."

Shecheckedthefiles

"Mayyoupleasegivemehisname"

"SiyabongaNdaba"shegotbusyusingher

computerafteraminuteshelookedatus

"Okyoumaygotothethirdfloorthesecond

wardfromyourleft"

Mybodywassweating,mybreathingchanged

Vusiheldmyhand.

Whenwegotinsidethewardmysonwascrying

"Mamamamacome"Irantohimwithtearsin

myeyes



"WhathappenedNdaba?OhmyGodwhyhas

theLordforsakenmethismuch"histeacher

walkedin

"MissNdabahowareyou?"

"Youclearlydon'texpectmetosayI'mgood

right?Whathappenedtomyson?Whyishe

here?"

"Hefellfromaseesawandbrokehisleg"his

handsheldme

"Gugubestrongyoucan'tbreakdownlikethis

infrontofyourson"myscreamsandsobswere

toomuch

"VusiGodhasforsakenme,Iamtooyoungto

handlethis.HisfatherisinaComafightingfor

hislifewhilemysonisherewithabrokenaleg"

hekeptonhuggingmecomfortingmysoul.I



wantedtobelievethatallthingswereworking

formygood,thatIamgoingthroughtrialsand

tribulationsbutthatwashardforme.

Mawewalkedinwithmysisters

"OhMaNdabacomehere"Imovedawayfrom

Vusi'sembraceandwenttoaunty.

"hislegisbrokenMawehowamIgoingtowin

thistestthatishappeninginmylife?Uhwhyis

Godchoosingme?Whynotothers?"

"WhynotyouMaNdaba?Whenitrainsitpours.

Notallstormsthatcomeintoyourlifearethere

todestroyyou.Somearetheretoclearthedirt

whichisinyourwayofsucceeding.Bestrong

andcourageousGodhasyourback"

"Goddoesn'tloveme(crying)Iwon'tpray

anymoreIamdoneMawe"



"NoyouarenotrememberhowJobsuffered?

DoyourememberhimcursingGod?"

"Nohedidn'tbutI'mnotJob"

"Goodyouwillprayandovercomebecauseyou

arestrongerthanhim"Irubbedmyeyes

nodding.ThiswasatestandIwasn'tgoingto

giveup.

IgaveVusimynumbersandthankedhim.

Busilookedatme

"Gugulethuwhoisthatguywhowashugging

you?Haveyoumovedonalready?Areyou

forgettingthatDumiisinhospitalfightingfor

hislife?"



"HeisastrangerBusiwhohelpedmetoday.

Stopjumpingintoconclusions.Youguys

alwayswanttofightwithmeevenifIdon't"she

lookedsorry

"Iamsorrymylove"

Zinziwasbusycomfortingmyson.

Thedoctorcameandgavehimthemedication

forpain.ZinziandIsleptinthehospital.Zinzi

wasmarriedtomanwhowasperfectifthere

wasanyperfectman.Busioftenadmiredtheir

relationshipitwasatrueloverelationship.They

wereactuallyrelationshipgoals.

Zinziwokemeuparound1am



"Let'sprayGuguthedevilisfightingyoudon't

lethimwin"

"OkZinzi"

Wekneltdownprayingwordswerefailingme

butGodknewwhatmyheartwassaying.

Siyastayedinthehospitalfortwoweeks.The

Zwanescametoseehim,Makheswacalled

everyday.Mysonhadaplasteronhisleftleg.

"Guguit'sbetterformetotakecareofSiya

sinceyouarealwaysworkingtomeetyour

needs"

"AreyousureMawe?Whataboutyourjob?"

Shesmiled



"Youdon'thavetoworryGugumybosslove

kids.Shedoesn'tmindIaskedherfirstbefore

comingtoyou"

"ThankyouMaweIloveyousomuch.Iam

nothingwithoutyou"shelaughed

"YouarenothingwithoutGod"

"Yesyouarerightmamfundisi(theyboth

laughed)letmepackhisclothes"

Ipackedhisclothesinmyminitravellingbag.

SiyawassoexcitedaboutleavingwithMawe.

Siyalovedanyonewhowasleavingthehouse.I

accompaniedthemandgavethemmoneyfor

groceries



"MamaIloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoomysonmamawillvisityoumhn"

hekissedme

"Byemama"Iwasgettingallemotional

"DonotmindmeMaweit'smyfirsttimebeing

separatedfromSiyaIalreadymisshim"

"YoucanalwayscallwhenyoumisshimGugu

orvisitus"

IthadbeeneightmonthssinceDumislipped

intoacoma.MybusinesswasbloomingVusi

andIwereprayerpartnershewasvery

powerful.MaweandSiyausedtocomeevery



fridaytovisitmefortheweekendandtheyleft

everySundayintheevening.

Iwokeuparound10,mymoodwasjustsour.

AllIneededwasashowertoboostmymood.

ZodwawasoffeveryTuesdaysoIknewthat

shewasgoingtoaccompanymetothehospital

tovisitDumi.

Iheardthedooropening

"ZodwahurryupwehavetovisitSiya'sfather.

ZodwaZodwa"Itookmylotionandremoved

mytowelshewasclearlykeepingquieton

purpose,Iwassousedtoherchildish

behaviour.Thedoorofmybedroomopenedit

wasSenzo.

Ishoutedathimtakingmytoweltryingtohard

mynakedself



"SenzoIamnakedgooutside,sincewhendo

yougetinsidemybedroom"hislookwas

horrifyinghelookedlikeabeast

"Ifinallysawthesexybodythatdrivesmy

brothercrazy"hewascomingclosewhileIwas

movingbackward

"What..what..do..youwantSenzo?"Iwasso

scaredmyintestineswerecringing,mytears

werewateringmyface

"Whyareyoucryingyouwhore?Iwanttodoyou

afavourbymeetingyourneedsandyouare

busycrying.YoushouldbegratefulthatIcare

aboutyoueightmonthswithoutgettingsexis

notajokeunlessifyouarefuckingyourpastor"

Inervouslyaskedhimaquestion,butIknew

whathemeant.



"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Itriedrunning

towardsthedoorhepulledmebymyweave

andslappedmenotonceortwicebutmultiple

times.Iwascryingandprayinghopingthat

Zodwawillcomeandsaveme

"SenzopleasestopohmyGodyouarehurting

me"Islappedhimhegotmoreangrytookout

hisgun

"Sleeponthatbedandopenyourlegs"Iwanted

tobesavednotevenGodwascapableofdoing

that

"SenzothinkaboutDumiheisgoingtogethurt"

"Gugushutthefuckup"heremovedhisclothes

thuswhenIknewthatrealityhadkickedin.His

shaftwasbigIclosedmyeyesIwantedthis



paintopass

"TodayIamgoingtogiveyouwhatyouwant"I

sobbedsoftlymyvoicedisappeared,tearsrolled

downmycheek.Mysoulwasslowlydrifting

awayfrommybody.Hewaslookingmurderous

andproud

HepushedhishardshaftinsidemeIfeltan

excruciatingpainthatwasseparatingmysoul

frommybody.Hemovedinsidemeveryfasthe

wasclearlytearingmyvagina

"YoubettershakeGuguorwewilldothisshit

thewholeday"hepinchedmynipplesIfelthis

hotcomeinsideme.

"Fuckthatwassogoodweshoulddothismore

often.Iknowthatyouenjoyed.Youshouldstop

pretendingasifyouareinnocent(Laughing)

youloveditright?"hestoodupanddressed

leavingtwentyrandsnexttome.



Ioftenimaginedthesoundoftensionasanear

grittingsound,likefingernailsbeingdragged

downtheblackboardbutatthismomentthere

wasnothingbutsilence.

Everythingwasswirlingaroundme,allthathad

beenstaticbeforehaddiscardedit'srootsand

blewawayhopeloveGodfaith..

[07/22,14:42]K:THEUNKEPTWIFE

#17

Iwassopetrified.

Sodisgustedbymyownbody.Thefootsteps

wereechoingaroundthekitchen.Ipulledmy

gownclosertome.

"GuguGugu,youhavestartedwithourstupid

game.IboughtflowersforDumi.Theywill



refreshhisroom,GuguamItalkingtomyself?

(Walkingtothebedroom.Lightlyknocking.She

pushedthedoor)ohmyGodno(crying)what's

happening?Whathappened?"Iwantedtohold

thosetearssobadbutIfailed.Myheartwas

breakingpiecebypiece

"It'sSenzo"sheranoutsidegettingherphone

andcalledthepolice

Shehuggedmewecriedtogetherwithinthirty

minutesthepolicemenwherealreadyinthe

house

Zodwawalkedinsidemyroomwiththepolice

officer

"GooddayMissNdaba,youareMissNdaba



right?"Inodded

Hetookouthispadandpen

"Wouldyouliketofileacharge?"Zodwaheld

myhandtearswereflowingeffortlessly,my

legswereshaking.Beingstrongwasthelast

thingonmymind

"Yes..yes"

"Wheredidithappen?Andwhatwereyou

wearing?"

"I..Iwasinmybedroomchanging.Whenhe

walkedinIwasnaked(Zodwaheldherhand

tightly)changinggettingmyselfready.

Everythinghappenedinmybedroom"heraised

hisbrow



"Areyousurethatherapedyou?"Furyengulfed

me

"Whatthefuckareyouasking?Iamfuckensure.

Zodwagethimoutofhereheisheretomock

me.Tellhimtoleave"Zodwahuggedme

"Iamsorryma'amweaskallthesequestionsit

ishowwedotheproperprocedure"

Theonlythingmyheartwantedwastohidemy

shameundermyblankets.Senzohadwonin

humiliatingme

"Doyouknowtheperpetrator?"

"Yes(loweringhervoice)myboyfriend'slittle

brother.HisnameisSenzo.(Zodwahandedhis

picturetothepoliceofficer)"



"HowdidithappenMissNdaba?"

"Hethreatenedmewithagun,heslappedme

severaltimes"therewasstillbloodinmynose

andmybodywasbadlybruised.

"openyourgownletmeseethebruises

(Lookingatherbruisesmadehimcringe)wear

somethingwewillgotothehospitalnow.Miss

youcancomewithus"

WhenwegottothehospitalIwastaken

straighttoadoctor.

"MissNdabawaitformeIhavetocompletethe

rapekit"thedoctortooksomescrapingsunder

myfingernails,theevidenceofspermfrommy

vagina.ThepoliceofficerstayedbehindIasked



ZodwanottocallanyonesinceIhadafeeling

thattheywouldwantustosolveitasafamily.

ThenIunderwenttheHIVtest.Iwasgiven

ARVstodrinksothatIcanbeprotectedfrom

gettingthevirus,theygavememorningafter

pills.

Mawewasacryingwreckoutsidethehospital.

ZodwahadcalledherIlookedathershejust

shruggedhershoulders

"MaNdabawhat'shappeningtoyou?(Sitting

downcrying)whatdidwedointhepastthatis

makingoursinsfollowourkids.Whydidn'tit

happentome?"

AllIcoulddowastocry.WedrovetoSowetoas

muchasItriedbyallmeanstoavoidthatplace



IhadnochoicebuttogowithMaweIneeded

hermore.Iwasbacktosquareone.Luckily

whenwegotoutofthecartherewereno

neighbours.Ourhousewasnowbigger

becauseofthemoneyIusedtogetfromDumi.

Shepreparedabathforme

Hishorrifyingfacewasstillstuckontheback

ofmymind.Myvaginawasonfire.

"Iwillbathyoutodaymydaughter"Mawe'seyes

werefilledwithanger

"MawewhereisZodwa?"

"Sheisinthekitchencooking"

"Whereismyson?"



"IcalledBusitocomeandgethim.Hewon't

comebackanytimesoon.Youneedtoheal

first"

"Whatishealing?(Chucklingbitterly)Idon't

wanttohealMawe.Hebrokemeyoushould

haveseenhisface.IwillneverforgivehimI

sweartoGod"

"DoIknowhim?"

"YesSenzoZwane,Dumisani'slittlebrother"

"Ohnkosiyami(puttingherhandsontopofher

head)youarenevergoingbacktothatfamily

wearedonewiththem"



"IfonlyIhadwaitedforLizwi,MaweIremember

yourwordseveryday"

"Nodon'tdothatMaNdaba,welearnfromour

past"

Shehelpedmegetoutofthebathtub,mybody

wassore.WewenttothekitchenIatealittle

bitalthoughitwashardtoswallowafterthatI

drankthepillsafter.

WewenttobedearlywithZodwa.Isawhim

comingcarryingaknife.

"No..no..stopplease"Iscreamed

Zodwajumpedoffthebedandswitchedonthe

lights



"Heisnotherebaby(Maweopenedthedoor)it

wasanightmareMawe"Zodwa

"Zodwalooathowmydaughteris(sobbing)

thatevilmanhasrobbedherpeace.She's

slowlydyingandIcan'tsaveher.WhatdoIdo

uh?Iamsohelpless"

"Pleasebestrongforhersheneedsyoumore

thanever"Zodwaspokewipinghertears

"IsawhimMawehewashere,pleasedon't

switchoffthelights'

Mawesleptwithus.Thefollowingmorning

Zodwaleftearlygoingbacktoourhouse.

Thefollowingdaysweresohard.Iwasgoing

throughtheacutestage.Iwascontinously

vomitingandIwasfeelingnumb.



Mawecalledmefrommyroom

"Mawewhatdoyouwant?"

"GetuporIwillpourcoldwateronyou"I

giggledshelookedatmesmiling

Istoodupandworemygown.WhenIgottothe

kitchentheZwaneswerethere

"Mawewhatdotheywant.Idon'twantanything

thatconnectsmetothem"

"Thengivethemtheirgrandsontheywillleave

youinpeace"



"NoSiyaismyson"

"Goodmoveyourassandgotothem".

Goingtherewasastruggle

"MaNdabawewon'taskyouabouthowyouare.

Itisobviousbutpleasedon'tpunishoursonfor

Senzosdeeds"Zwanespokeinalowtone.

ThedramaticMakheswastartedcrying

"Makotipleaseforgivemysonhewas

bewitchedbythisotheroldwomanfromour

community,asangomaprovedit"shewas

callingmemakotibecauseshewantedafavour.

"KahleMakheswayouknowthatyoursonisnot

asaint.Iwillkickyououtofthishouseand



speaktoMakotiwithoutyou"Zwanewas

gettingangry

"ButZwaneyouknowhowgoodSenzowas.He

can'tdieinjail"

"Heshoulddieisn'titthatheisarapist.Who

rapesherbrother'sgirlfriendhe'sasatanista

demon"Makheswajustcried.

"IhearyouBaba,Idon'twantanythingthatwill

connectmewithyourfamily"Ispoketohim

softly

"ButwhyarewesufferingforSenzo'sevildeeds.

WhataboutDumiwhoisfightingforhislife.

WhenareweseeingSiya?"Istoodup

"Idon'tmeantodisrespectyoubutIwilltalkto



youwhenIamready"Makheswafollowedme

"MaNdabapleasedon'ttellDumiaboutthishe

willkillSenzo.Iwouldn'twanttoseemysons

killingeachother"

"Really(Laughing)thatiswhatyouonlycare

about,whataboutme?"Iwalkedtomybedroom

andclosedthedoor.

THREEMONTHSLATER

Iwasattendingthecounsellingsessions.Iwas

gettingbacktomynormalselfalthoughthey

werefewglitches.TheonlyfearIhadwastobe

aloneortobeinaplacethathasmen.Vusiwas

verysupportiveDumiwasstillincoma

Iwalkedinsidethecentre,wellDrKhumalowas

alreadywaitingforme



"HowareyouMissNdaba?Youmaysitdown"

"IamgoodDocandyou?"

"Iamgood,todayit'syourlastsessionhoware

youfeeling?"

"Iamexcited,Ihavebeenseeingprogressin

thepastweeks"shesmiledtakingherpenand

book

"DoyoublameDumifortheincidentthat

happenedtoyou"

"YesIblamehim,ifhehadnotpursuedmein

thebeginningIwouldn'thavebeenrapedbyhis

brother.Ifhewasnotinacomahewasgoing



toprotectme"

"Doyouunderstandthatheisnottobeblamed

here.Youalwaysblamepeopleforyour

mistakesandit'swrong.Youareguiltyashim.

Whydidyouagreewhenheaskedyouout?"

"Iwaslonely"

"Doyoulovehim?"

"Wehaveasontogether"

"Iaskedifyoulovehimornot"

"IhadalwaysimaginedbylifewithLizwi"



"DoyoustillloveLizwienoughtoletDumigo?"

"No"

"OkdoyouloveDumi"

"YesIdo"

"Iwantyoutodoonemoretaskforme.Goto

thehospitalandvisithim.Tellhimabouthow

youfeel"

"Iwillthinkaboutit"

"Iamgivingyouaday,wewilltalkthedayafter

tomorrow.Iwillpersonallycallyou"

"OkDoc"

"WearedoneMissNdaba,itwasnicehaving

you.Feelfreetocallmeifyouneedanything"



"ThankyoudocIwilldefinitelycallyou".

IwastakingabreakfromprayingGodhad

failedmeinmanypartsofmylifeandMawe

wasn'tpushingmetopray.Imovedbacktomy

houseamonthago,Ionlysoldmyproducts

outsidethetentinapublicplace.Ipassedby

fishandchipsandboughttakeaways.WhenI

gothomeMawewassittingdowntalkingto

Zodwa

"Sanibonani"

"HeyGuguhowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouZodwa?"Shestoodup

takingherpurse



"IamgoodIwillberightbackIwanttobuy

somethingatthemall"

"Odwabuymesweets"Siyaspokeinatiny

voicewealllaughed

"Okmyhusband"shekissedhimandletrunning.

"Mawehowwaswork?"

"Itwasokmydearandyourside?"

"Iwasn'tsellingtodayIhadgonetoSandtonfor

mylastsession"

"Okthatisgood,sowhathappened?"



"IwillvisitDumitomorrow"

"Thatisagooddecisionmydear.Noneofthis

washisfault"

"IamsonervousMawe,thiswholethingisjust

tooscary(smiling)doyouthinkhehaschanged,

likehisfaceorweight?"

MawelaughedcausingSiyatostartle

"Areyouexpectingmetoansweryou?Nywe

nyweIdon'tloveDumianymoremhmmI'm

watchingyou"
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Draggingmyfeetgettingoffthebedgoingto



thebathroomwithmyheadoozingveryhard.

Thisfeltlikeahangoverdon'taskmehowI

knowit.Irushedtothetoiletseatandvomited,

sweathadformedonmyforehead.Iwasgoing

toleaveSiyabehind,Igotreadyveryfastand

wenttothekitchentomakefood

"GoodmorningMawe,howareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyoumydaughter?"

"Iamgood,Iwillleavemoneyforyoutodo

groceries.PleasedonotgetsweetsforSiya"

"OkIwon'tevenifhecriesandcomparesmeto

Zodwa"

"HeismanipulativeMawerunawayfromhis

trap"webothlaughedItookanapplefromthe



fridgeIhadnoappetiteforbreakfast.

DeepdownIwasn'tok,myheartwascryingout

formyloverwhowasfightingforhislife.Itook

acabitleftmeinthehospital

Thereceptionistsmiledatme

"HowareyouMissNdaba?It'sbeenlongsince

wesawyou"

"Iamgood(smiling)andyousisi?"

"Goodyoumaygotohisroomnooneiswith

him"Itookaboxofchocolatesandgaveitto

her,shelovedthingsI'msureit'soneofthe

reasonsshegotexcitedwhenshesawme



"NexttimeIambringingyouroses"shejumped

upanddownhappily.

"ThankyouMaNdabaspoilmeIamverysingle"

webothlaughed

HisroomwasfacingtheNorthithaddirect

sunlight.Hewassleepingpeacefully

"Zwane,Mangethehowareyou?Iamsosorry

fornotcomingtovisityou(Holdinghishand).

Thesepastmonthswerehardforme,Siyafell

andbrokehislegatschool.ItwasverybadI

nearlylostmymind.Iwasdevastated.Ican't

affordtolosemytwofavouritemen.Then

somethinghappened..Senzoyourlittlebrother

rapedme,hewasholdingagunDumiIwas

scaredIwantedtodieatthatmoment.He..he

slappedmeIwashurthenearlybrokemynose.

IgothimarrestedyourmomsaysIshouldn't

tellyoubecauseyouguyswillkilleachother.



ThelastthingthatIwantistoseparatesiblings

sinceIstillhavemine(wipinghertears)Idoubt

youwilllovemethesamewayyouusedtolove

meandIdonotwanttobeknownasthe

womanwhoseparatedbrothers.Thisistheend

oftheroadforus.(Tearscameoutfrom

Dumisani'seyes).Dumiareyoucrying?Can

youhearme?Pleasedosomething"he

tightenedhisgrip

"Iwon'tleaveyouZwanefightforSiyafightfor

memylove(kissinghislips)"Ileftearlierjoyhad

filledmyheart.IcalledDrKhumalotellingher

aboutDumi'sprogressShewassohappy.

Thosewerethelaststepofmyhealing.

Thecableftmeathome

"MaweitsmellssoniceIamsohungry"



"Standupanddishforeveryonedon'tforgetto

includeZodwa'splate"

"MommyIamtired,Ican'tevenmovemy

hands"Shestoodupannoyed

"YouareverylazyIwonderifyouknowhowto

moveinbed"

Ilaughedsomuch

"Lookwhoistalking?MyvirginMary(Mawe

laughed).AskmehowImadethatboySiya,you

willbeshocked.Imightbelazyineverything

butnotinthatdepartmentcountmeout"

wewerelaughinglikecrazypeople



"SaynomoreGuguIdon'twanttodirtymy

thoughts.MybodyisthetempleofGod"

"Zodwadoesn'tlockherroom,youmayputher

foodonherTVstand"

"YouaredrunkGugustandupputthatfoodin

herroom"

Weatemakingalightconversation.Siyawas

playingwithherfoodthrowingitontheground

"HeywenaSiyaIwillbeatyouuprightnowstop

thisnonsense"hestartedcrying

"Iwantbaba"IlookedatMaweshesadlypicked

himup.Siyawassospoiledandtiring.Itookthe

toysthathisfatherboughthimwhenhewasa

week.Hekeptquietandplayedwithhistoys



"AreyoufullSiya?Don'tyouwantfoodanymore

"Henodded.

AfterwashingdishesMaweprayedandshared

averse.

"DonotgiveuponGodGuguhewillanswer

yourprayers"

"Iwillpraywhenthetimeisright"

TWOWEEKSLATER

EverybodysaidIlookedlikeazombiebutI

reallydidn'treallycareaboutmylooks,allI

wantedwasmyman.Mybodywasslowly

givinguponmebutIkeptpushingon,Vusiwas

verysupportiveIwasbackatchurch.Ihaven't

hadagoodnightsleepinlongtime.Icouldn't



evenbringmyselftospendtimewithmyson

becauseheremindedmeofhisfathersomuch

themorehegrewupwasthemorehelooked

likeDumi.Icouldn'tsitwithhimwithoutcrying.

Imissedhimsomuchthewillofsurvivingwas

slowlyfading.

Ithadbeen11monthssinceIreceivedthatcall

aboutDumi.Doctorswerenotgivingmeany

accuratedateofhimwakingup.Thefamilywas

encouragingmetoholdonbutMaKheswawas

actinglikeaspoiltbrat.Witheverythingthatwas

happeningIwasgettingbacktoGod'sembrace

Iknewthathewasmysourceofstrength

"Sisiyouneedtobathandgotothehospital"

"MaweIcan't.I'mtiredofseeinghimlike

that(crying)helookshopeless.Whywon'tDumi



wakeupMawe?"

"Sisiyouheardwhatthedoctorssaid,hecan

hearyourvoice.Youneedtogoandtalktohim,

encouragehimtowakeup.Tellhimthatheisa

conqueror"

ZwanewashavingteawithSiya

"YourauntisrightmaNdaba.Mysonneedsyou

nowmorethanever"Ididn'tevenhear

MaKheswawalkin

"Youneedtobestrongforyoursonandyour

manMaNdaba"shespokesoftlyyoucouldtell

thatshewasslowlygivingup



"Ihearyou.Okletmegoandpreparemyself"I

gotmyselfready,wewenttothehospitalwith

Vumanidrivingushehardlyspoketome

becausehewasembarassedbytheevildeeds

ofhislittlebrother.

UMangethewamilookedsohandsome.His

fatherregularlyshavedhisbeard.Iwalked

closerandsatonthechairnexttothebed.I

tookhishandintomineandmytearsjust

flowed

"Dumiyouneedtofightforus.Siyaisturning

twoinacoupleofweeksandyouhavetobe

there.Ican'tspendtimewithmychildbecause

helookssomuchlikeyouithurts.Imissyou.

Yourparentsandyoursiblingsmissyou.Weall

needyou.Youhavetostartyourbusinesses,

rememberhowexcitedyouwereaboutstarting



them.Youhavetocomebackandbuilda

legacyforyourson.Iloveyou.Ineedyou.

Pleasewakeup"Iwasasobbingmess.Ifell

asleeponthechairBab'Zwanewokemeup.

"I'msorryIfell(rubbinghereyes)asleep"

"YouneedtherestmaNdabathereisnoneed

foryoutoapologise

Hewillwakeup.Hewillcomebacktoyou"

"WhenBaba?When?Iamtiredofpeoplegiving

mefalsehope"

"Whenthetimeisright,hewillwakeup"Ijust

nodded

Intwodaystimemyboywasturningtwo.Iwas

happythatSiyawasgrowingandsadbecause

Dumiwasstillinhiscoma.Therehadnotbeen



anyimprovementtohisconditionandatthis

pointIhadlosthope.Iwasn'tgoingtothrowa

partyforhim,mypoorboymissedhisdad.He

didn'tunderstandwhyhisdadwasnotwaking

up.Hehadevengivenupontryingtowakehim

upheoftenshookhim.

Itwasfinallyhisbirthdaymybabywasturning2.

Igotupveryearlyandpreparedmyselfforthe

day.Iwokehimupheopenedhisbeautifuleyes

yawning

"Happybirthdaymyboy"helookedatmeand

givingmehiscontagioussmile.Icouldn'thelp

butsmile.Thisrightherewasmyreasonfor

living.

Wefirstwenttothehospitaltoseehisfather.

SiyakissedhimsittingontopofhimIgotthe

shockofmylifeheopenedhiseyes.Irantothe



passagescreamingforthenurse

"Nursenursehehasopenedhiseyes,thankyou

God.(crying)ThankyouJesus"

ThosewhotrustintheLordshallrenewtheir

strength.Theywillsoaronwingslike

eagles,theywillrunandnotgrowweary,theywill

walkandnotfaint
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Thenursesandthedoctorindutyranafterme.

Siyawascrying

"Siyagetawayfromdaddycometomeletthe

doctorseehim"hewasveryclingy



Theyattendedtohim.Theycheckedhisvitals

monitoringthem.Iwentoutsideandcalled

MaweandBab'Zwane.

Theywithdrewthedrugsthatwerekeepinghim

sedated.

Hiseyescouldnotstayfocused.Iwentoutside

Siyawasnowcrying

"Siyawewillgobackstopcryingmyboy"

"MommyhewillsleepagainIwantBaba"

Withinthirtyminutesourfamilieswerealready

packedinsidethehospital.Ithrewmyselfin

Mawe'sembrace



"Heisawakemommy,heisawakethankyou

God"Makheswacameandjoineduscrying.

Maweaskedustoholdourhands,weclosed

oureyesMaweprayed.Afteranhourthedoctor

cameoutside

"Wearegladthatheisoutofthecomawehave

withdrawnallthedrugsinhissystem.Youmay

goandseehimbutdon'ttalkmuchbecausehe

isnotinagoodstate.Youwillgointhreeswe

don'twanthimtobeoverwhelmed.Forhimto

gobacktohisnormalstatemighttakesome

days"

"Iwillgoinwithhisparents,Doccanmyson

comewithustoo"

"It'sokMissNdaba"Iopenedthedoor.He

openedhiseyeswide.Iwantedtokisshimso



badbutIcouldn'thisparentswerenexttohim.

"Mysonyouareback,Ithankyourancestorsfor

wakingyouup(crying)welcomebacktothe

Landoftheliving"ZwaneheldMakheswawell

hewasn'tamanofmanywords.

Thewholefamilysawhimweweresoexcited.

Fastingforthenextfivedayswasalreadyatthe

backofmymind.ThesameGodwhofreedthe

IsraelitesfromtheEgyptianshadfreedmyman.

VumaniboughtacakeforSiya.Wedidamini

celebration,Siyatookmanypictureswith

Vumani.

Fourdaysafterhewokeuphisspeechwasstill

slurred,hishandsshooktoomuch,itwaslike



hewashallucinatingbutthedoctorssaidit's

normal.WheneverIgavehimcoldfoodhe

didn'tcomplainIaskedthedoctorswhyitwas

likethat,theytoldmethathistastebudswere

off.Theytoldmethatitwasgoingtotakea

whileforhimtobebacktonormal.Hehadlost

alotofweight.

THREEMONTHSLATER

Hewasnowbetter,hehadinjuredhisleg.I

decidedtowearmywrapoverdresswithno

knickersunderneath.Siyawasstayingwith

Mawe.

Thisreceptionistwasgoingtobethedeathof

meherkindnesswastoomuchandtoofake.

Iwalkedincarryingtwooceanbaskettake

awaysIgaveherone



"ThankyouMissNdaba"

"Pleasurehoney"

Everythingwasgoingwellmybusinesswas

bloomingitwasallGod.

Hewaslostinhisthoughtslookingoutsidethe

window

"Zwane"heturnedandfacedmesmiling

"Comeherebaby,whyareyoustillstanding

there?"Iwenttohim

"Istillcan'tgetoverthefactthatyouarefinally

herewithme."Hiseyespenetratedmyeyesas

iftheyweresearchingforsomething



"Dumiquitstaringit'srude"

"Iwasmesmerisedbyyourbeauty,comelet's

sharethisbedIwantustocuddle"

"Nobabythebedistoosmall"deepdownI

wanteditsobadbutIwantedhimtoconvince

me

"Comebabyhereisyourspace"Iremovedmy

stilettosandwenttohim.

"YouaresosexyMaNdaba"

"StopitDumi"hebrushedmythighs,hishand

wasmovingundermyskirthemoved.He

grabbedmyass



"DamnGuguohGodwhatdoyouwanttodoto

me,youarenotwearinganythingunderneath

thissexydress"

Hisfingerstracedmywetfolds.Hedippedhis

fingerinsidemycookie.Iwasnowmoaning

"Gugu"

"Mhnm"

"Doyouwantmetostop?"

"No"

"Keepyourvoicelow"heaskedmetoturn

aroundandfacehimhedevouredmymouth

softlyandtenderly.Hetookouthismagnificent

cockandenteredmeslowly

"Dumiyouaretoobig"



"TherearetoomuchspermsheyIguessthey

arereasonwhymydickisswollen"Ilaughed

"Awu..Dumithisisso...damn"heslammedinto

meIswearIsawstars.Hemovedveryslowly

hewasreachingthedeepestcoreofmycookie.

Ishatteredunderneathhimhefollowedwitha

groan.Wewerebothpantinghelplessly.Istood

upandwipedus.Hiseyesgotteary

"Thankyouforstandingbymethankyoufor

lovingmeGugu.Thankyoufortakingcareof

oursoninmyabsence"

"DonotthankmeIlovetakingcareofmymini

family"

"TherewasthisothertimethatIoftenthought

youhadleftme.Yourvoicegavemeareasonto



fight.Iheardeverythingthatyouweresaying"

hewipedmytears

"IloveyouDumi"

"Enoughwiththetearscomeandkissme.

ActuallyIlikeitwhenyourassisgrindingonmy

dick"Ilaughed

"YouarecrazyDumiChristmascomesonceina

year"

"Let'sgetnaughtyonemoretime,I'malready

starvingcomeandgivememycookie"

"NoI'mfeedingyounow"

"Gugubut.."

"Shutupandeat(theybothlaughed)Iwillgo

andgetyouwater"



"Ifeellikeababy..likeSiya,pleasebringhim

tomorrow"

"OkbabyIamleavingIhavetodeliversome

orderstomyclients"wekissedonemoretime

"IloveyouMaNdaba"

"IloveyouZwane"..Iwalkedoutoftheroom

walkinglikeaBossladywellIwassatisfied.

WhenIgothomeMaweandSiyaweresleeping.

Myordersweresortedoutanddelivered.Ijust

joinedthem.

ThenextmorningSiyaandIwenttoFourways

mall,wewalkedtoCheckersSiyawasmaking

merunafterhim



"SiyaheywenaMbuzistop"WhenIwenttothe

othersideIsawLizwispeakingtohim.He

lookedatmeIcouldn'tsayanythingmypalms

becamesweaty

"HowareyouMaNdaba?"Hishandswerenow

onhispocket

"I..am...goodI'mgoodandyou"hiscologne

wassostronghiseyeswerefulloflovethey

weretheoppositeofwhatIhadseeinourlast

encounter.

"IwishIwasgoodareyouinahurryGugu?"

"YesMhlongo"hetookSiyaandplayedwithhim

"Doyouwanttogoandgetanicecreamyoung

fellow?"

"YesIwanticecream"



"Guguareyoujoining?"Inodded

WewenttoWimpyheorderedforus.

"Hedoesn'tlooklikeyouGugu"havingthis

conversationwithhimwasreallyAwkwardfor

me

"Helookslikehisfather,mostpeoplesaythat"

"Heisluckyhegotwhatwassupposedtobe

mine"

"Whenareyougettingmarried?"

"Youwillbethefirstonetoknow"

HemovedhisattentionfrommetoSiyathey

weretalkinglikeoldfriends.HeboughtSiyaa

toy.



Whenweleftthemallhegrabbedmeand

huggedme.Hesmashedhislipsonminethis

waswrongIwantedtostophimbutIcouldn't

pushhimawayhestoppedandlookedatme

"WhatifItoldyouthatIwantustohaveanother

chance.IloveyouGuguIcan'timaginemylife

withoutyou"
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Hiseyeswerefulloftears,Icouldn'thelpitbut

crytoo

"IhaveneverstoppedlovingyouGuguI

couldn'tbringmyselftoforgiveyoufornot

waitingformeandforforgivingmyselffornot

persuadingyouintogoingwithmetoCape



Town.Iswearlifeissocoldwithoutyou.I

deeplyloveyouGuguandIdon'tknowhowyou

feelaboutme.Iamwillingtotryifyouare

willingtogiveusachance"

"IhaveafamilynowLizwithingsarenotthe

sameanymore.Sometimesloveonit'sownis

notenough.Imightloveyounowmaybeuntil

infinitybutIcan'tleavemyfamily"

"Soisthistheendofus"

"YesMhlongothisistheendofus"

"ShouldImoveonandgetmarriedGugu?

(Takingherhandplacingitonhischest)can

youfeelhowmyheartisbeating,itonlybeats

foryouGugu.Shouldn'tIbetheoneangry?The



onebeingbegged?"

"StopdoingthistomepleaseLizwi"

"CanIatleastgetyournumbersMaNdaba?"

"No,thankyouforthelunchbye"hisfacehad

turnedredsincehewaslightskinned

"CanIsaygoodbyeforthelasttime?"Ihugged

himhesmashedhislipsonmyagainthesame

kissIknewsixyearsago.

Hewipedmytearsandkissedmyforehead

"GoodbyeLizwi"helookeddown



"ByeGuguit'ssohardtoletgo"

"Don'tmakeitharderthanthisLizwi"

IpickedupSiyaandwalkedandneverlooked

back.HadIlookedbackIwasgoingtogoback

tohim

"Mamawhoisthat?"

"Thatisyouruncle"hesmilesandfrownsagain

"Whywereyoucrying?"

"Iwasn'tsomethinggotintomyeyes"hewipes

mytearswithhistinyhands.



Wetookataxitothehospital,whenwegotto

thehospitalSiyagotoffmerushingtohis

father'sroom

"HhayiboMaNdabayoulookbadwhat's

happening?"Thisreceptionistlovedthings

"Letmegoandwashmyfaceinthetoilet.

Pleaseborrowmeyourmakeup"

shegotoffthechairandtookitfromthe

cupboard

"Youdonothavetoaskmetwice"

"Thankyouhoney"

"Mhmmmypleasuresotodayyoudidn'tgetme

anything"



"I'mgivingyouachancetogetaboyfriend

(Laughing)unlessyouwanttodomebuttoo

badI'mattractedtomen"

"Iseethesamemanwhomadeyoucrybefore

youseeyourotherman.Weareplayersain't

we?"Webothlaughed

"Getoutofhere"

IfixedmyselfreallyfastIwasnowlooking

better.

"Thankyougirl"Ihandedherkit

"Likewise"



Walkinglikeaqueenwassomethingthatwas

attractivetome,

Openingthedoorwasastruggleguiltywas

runningonmymind

"Heybaby"Siyagiggledwhilehestiffened.I

kissedhim

"Arghdaddymamadidthatwithuncle"

"Siyawhatareyoutalkingabout?(Angrily)did

youseemedoingthatuhwiththatuncle"he

shookhishead

"Iamsorrymommy"

"Siyagoandgetmewater"Dumispokesoftly

"Hewon'treachthesink,Iwillgoandgetitfor

you"hegrabbedmyarmtightly



"Nexttimewhenyougotoyourboyfriends

leavemysonbehind.Donottellyourboyfriends

tobuymysonacar.Don'tbitcharoundwithmy

son,doyouunderstandme"

"Youarehurtingme,leavemealone"heletgo

ofmesighing

"GuguamInotamanenough?IsitbecauseI

amnotworking"

"Yougettingworkedupfornothing,Iwaswith

Mondliandhe'sgay.Weusedtoattendthe

sameclass.Youknowhowgaysare,idon't

careaboutwhatSiyasaid"

"Mxmlookathowguiltystrikenyouare"

"It'sallinyourhead"



"Ifuckedanurse"

"AreyoukiddingmeDumi?Who'sthatnurse?

Dumiyouarenotplanningtotakethatroute

right?"

"ThatisexactlyhowIfeelwhenyougoaround

kissingmenandafterthatyoucomebackand

kissme"

"IhavebeennothingbutfaithfultoyouDumi

(crying)isthatthewayofquestioningmy

loyalty?thenwhatwehaveisawasteoftime

wemightaswellseparate.Ihavebeennothing

butfaithfultoyouupuntilSenzo.."heheldme

tightly

"I'msosorry,Itrustyou.IloveyouGuguletus



notallowwhatSiyasaidseparateus"

"Yesmylove"hekissedme.Thatwaswasso

closeughSiyaandhisbigmouthnearlygotme

introuble.

IquicklyrepentedIhadliedtoDumi,Lizwiwas

goingtobeapastthatwasgoingtogetburied.

AMONTHLATER

Dumiwasbackathome,weweresoexcited

Zodwahadcookedascrumptiousmeal.I

tastedherstewitwasmouthwateringshe

slappedmyhand

"GuguIamtheonewhoiscookinggetaway

fromhere"

"Youarecookingformywholefamily,whatif

thereisapoisonoralovepotion"shelaughed



"Ididn'tthinkofthat,nowthatyouhave

mentioneditIwillthinkaboutit"

"IfyoudareusealovepotiononmymanIwill

killyou"webothlaughed

"Yesma'ambutdon'tdaremeoryouwillget

shocked"

Thecarshootedoutside,Zodwawentoutto

openthegates.Thewholefamilygotinsidethe

houseSiyarantohisfatherwhowasusinga

crutch.

"Siyadaddywillfallstopit"IwenttoMaKheswa

andtookthebagsfromher.Bab'Zwanesatnear

thedoorsincewewerealreadyfullinsidethe

house



"MaNdabawearegratefulthatoursongota

womanlikeyou,ifanythinghappensbetween

thetwofeelfreetocallus"

"ThankyouBaba"withmyhadfacingdown

Weservedthemfoodtheyateandleftinthe

evening.

"It'snicetobebackathomeGugu"Iwentand

leanednexttohim

"havingyoubackhomeisverynice.Iamglad

thatyoudefeateddeath.Areyougoingto

churchtomorrow?"

"NoIamtiredIwillgosomeday"



"Doyourememberwhenyouwereaskingme

outyousaidyouweregoingtogotochurch

withmenowyouaretellingmeadifferent

story"

"GuguIamnotaChristianandIamnot

planningtobeone.Iamnotstoppingyoufrom

goingtochurch.YoushouldbegratefulthatI

amnotlikeothermenwhostoptheirwomen

fromgoingtochurch"Istoodup

"GoodnightDumisanithisconversationwon't

endwell"ItookSiyawhowasalreadysleeping

onthecouchandplacedhiminthemiddleof

thebed.

Dumiwaslimpingcomingtobed.

Wewokeupearlythenextmorning.WhileIwas

bathingZodwawasbusyfeedingSiya.Vusi

passedbyourhousearoundpasteight.



WegottochurchearlyZodwawasan

intercessor.Theyprayedandworshipped,Siya

wasinSundayschool.Iwasraisingayoung

manwhofearedGod.

ThePastorpreachedabouttheimportanceof

fearingGod.Howourbodiesarethetemplesof

God.HowwearevesselsofGod.

Itwastimefortestimonies

"Congregationlet'sgivearoundofapplauseas

wewelcomesisterGuguonthestage"I

ascendedtothestagethePastorhandedme

themicrophone

"Gooddaycongregationitisnicetobehere"



"Kumnandiukubalana"thecongregation

shouted

"MynameisGuguNdabathepastyearwas

veryhardforme.Thefatherofmysongotinto

anaccidentandslippedintoacoma.(Crying)it

becameveryhardformeIhadnowheretogo

andIwasunemployed.Istillprayed,God

blessedmewithabusinessoftupperwareand

Avon.PeoplefromwhereIstaysupportedme

andalsohereatchurch.Iprayedandbecame

faithfulinmytithesandofferingssinceGod

wasfaithfultome.I'mnotsureaboutthedates

butitwasaroundJune.Mysonfellandbroke

hisleg,thosewerethetrialsIwentthroughbutI

stillprayed.Thebrothersandsistersofchurch

prayedwithme.MymomtookSiyathat

becamebetterformesheoftenremindedme

ofhowfaithfulJobwas(Laughing)Ioftentold



herthatIwasn'tJobshewouldoftennodand

sayyouarestrongerthanhim.Ithappenedthat

onedayIwashomealonesomemanwalked

insidemyhouseandrapedme.Icried

BazalwaneItoldGodthatIwasdonewithhim

andIwasn'tgoingtopray.Ihadangerand

hatred.Mymomneverforcedmetopray

(Laughing).LittledidIknowthatnotallthe

stormsyougothrougharetheretodestroyyou

buttomakeyoustronger.Iwanttotellyouthat

myfather'ssonisbackhome.Godsavedhim

fromthejawsofdeathheremainedfaithful

whenIwasn'theshowedmewhohewas.Siya

isfullyhealed,myhearthasjoyandpeaceI

forgavetheperpetratoritwasnotaneasy

journeybutitwasworthit.TheBiblesayswe

shallovercomebythewordofourtestimonies.

Iwouldliketotellyouthatbestillandknowthat

heistheLordyourGod"Iwasacryingmess

Vusicameandheldme.Wewentoutside



"YouarestrongMaNdaba,butheyyouareugly

whenyoucrypleasedon'tdoitinpublic"I

laughed

"Youarecrazyyouknowgoandtakemy

handbag"heraninsideandgotmyhandbag

"IfeellikeIamyourhusband,Iambeingused

here"

"Stopit(Laughing)Iamwatchingyouand

ZodwayouknowwhatIwillkeepquiet"

ThePastoraskedmetosingasongIsang"Be

stillandknowthatIamtheLordyourGod"we

movedfromonerealmtoanotherrealmthe

placewasfilledwiththeholyspirityeswefelt

Godmoving.



ThePastoraskedtoseemeafterchurch

"SisterGuguyouhaveapowerfulvoicewhen

areyoujoiningthemusicteam?"

"IamnotmarriedthedayIgetmarriedIwill

join"

"Youdoknowwhatthebiblesaysaboutco-

habitingright?"

"YesPastorIwillsendtheinvitationcards

soon"helaughed

"It'sokmysistermayGodincreaseinyou"

Imissedmyoldchurch.Lizwinevercalledor



searchedformeonFacebookIwassohappy

andsadatthesametime.Hewastheonlyman

whosawmeasawifeDumihadnever

mentionedthewordmarriage.

VusidroppedusathomeandleftwithZodwa

"Zodwanosexbeforemarriagewewantpurity

only"theybothlaughedSiyalookedatme

"Whatdidyouhearyoungman?"

"Nothingmommy"

"Goodstopbeingaspyhaveyoueverseena

manwhogossips?".heshookhisheadandI

laughed

WegotinsidethehouseDumihadnotmadethe



bedIwasn'tgoingtoallowhimtotestme.I

madethebedandmadefoodforus

"Youarenotgoingtotalktome"

"Dumiyoucamebackfromthehospital

yesterdaythelastthingIwantistomakeyou

missthehospital"hehuggedmefrombehind

"Iamsorryforgettingyouangrymylove"

"It'sokbabakaSiya"

Vusi'swordsranonmymindwasheevergoing

tomarryme?.WasIfitenoughtobehiswife?

sincehisbrotherhadseenmenakedhehad

violatedme.WasIevergoingtobehiswife?
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AmessagealertwokemeupIrubbedmyeyes

openingit"Themostimportantpartofyouis

yourmind.Careforyourmind,makefriends

withit,alwaysfeedithealthyfood,engageitin

positiveactivity,andexerciseitwithknowledge

andwisdom.Likeagardenreturnsfragrance

andbeautyaccordingtothecareinvested,so

yourmindwillrepayyouwiththoughts,ideas

andvisionsofgreatbeautywhentendedand

investedwithcare. GoodMorning"itwas

fromVusi.

Icalledhimitrangoncethenheanswered

"WhichfavourdoyouwantVusi?"Hechuckled

"Idon'twantanyfavoursmyG"



"Mhnmareyousure?Like100%sure?"He

laughed

"It'sasmallfavourthough"

"Iknewitcomeoutwithit"

"IwanttoaskZodwaoutpleasetellmewhat

shelikes"

"WhatamIgettingfromtellingyouthat?"

"Atreatandit'sgoingtobeasurprise"

"Takehertoaplacethatsellssteaktrustme



shewillaskyoutomarryher"helaughed

"IwanttomarryherGugusheisagoodwoman

whodeservesastablehome"

"Marriageisablessingwellweareoneofthose

whowishtogetmarriedkodawedon'thave

peoplewhowillmarryus"webothlaughed

"Ifonlypolygamywasallowedtoobadit'snot"

"ByeHlanyos"IturnedaroundandfoundDumi

lookingatme

"GoodmorningDumi"

"Morning"



Hehadstartedwithhismoods,thetimeto

wastewasoneofthethingsthatneverexisted

tome.AftercleaningIbathedandmade

breakfastIwasgoingtoleaveSiyawithDumi.

"WhereareyougoingMaNdaba?"

"DumiyoudoknowthatIsellright?I'mgoing

there.Areyouhappynow?"

"GugupleasesitdownIwantustotalkas

adultsbecausenowwearebehavinglikekids"

"Oklet'stalk"

"DidIdosomethingwrong?IfIdidIwouldlike

toapologisemylove.Pleaseforgiveme"



"YoudidnothingwrongDumiit'sthattimeof

themonth.Howareyou?"

"Iamhappy,IspoketomylawyersoIwillbe

gettingtheroadaccidentfundmoney"

"OhmyGodthankyousweetJesus.Didthey

tellyoutheamountthattheywillgiveyou?"

Hesmiledrevealinghisperfectteethmyman

washandsomeohGodIswearIcouldgetwet

bylookingathim

"Yesit's2,5millionthegoodnewsisthelawyer

willget500000sinceheisalreadyhandlingmy

casewithoutmepayinghim"



"ohGod(crying)thisissowonderfulDumi"

"Ican'twaittospoilyoumylove(hugging

eachother)IloveyouMaNdaba"

"IloveyoumoreZwane"

Hepickedmeup

"Youwilldropme"helaughedspankingmyass

"Iwon'tmysexything"

"Mhnmsexysoyousay?"

"WhereisSiya?"



"Idon'tknowbaby"

"Ican'twaittofuckyouuntilIleaveyoulimping"

"Youarecrazy"Igiggledhepushedmypanty

asideandplayedwithmyclit

"Dumi"

"Shhh!"Thismanwasdoingthingstome.

Siyacameinrunninghepulledhishandaway.

"BabaI'mhungry"

"GotoyourmomSiya"Itookmybagandleft

themitwashisdutytotakecareofhislittle

brat.



Everbeeninasituationwherebyyouare

conflictedbysituations.Youknowwhatisright

butyoucan'tdoit.Youarebeingbetrayedby

yourheartandbyyouremotionsthatwashowI

felt.Myfearwasfindingmyselfnotmarried

whenIreachedthirty.

AfteralongdayofsellingIfoundDumibusy

withhisbusinessideas.

"Howwasyourdaybaby?"

"TiringDumiwhatdidyoucook?"Hegrinned

"ThemealIcookedforyouwhenwefirstmet"

hewalkedtowardsme



"Iwanttoprotectyouandloveyouthewayyou

deservedtobeloved"

"IloveyouDumi"

"Iloveyoumore"

FOURMONTHSLATER

Dumiwasnowbetterafterattendingmany

physiotherapysessions.Hehadgonebackto

gym.IhadgainedweightIwasnowwearing

size34mystomachwasstillflat.

Thingsweregoingsmoothlyforus.Dumihad

boughttwohousesoneinDurbanandanother

oneinMidrand.



Mykitchenwasverybeautifulitwasexactlythe

wayIhadimaginedit.

HewasbehindmeIcouldfeelit

"BabywewillseeyouMonday"

"OkmylovegreetMaKheswaformeandBaba"

hepulledmeclosertohimandgavemealong

asskiss

"Okmylove.Siyamychamplet'smoveit"Siya

camerunningasalways

"MommyIloveyoumba(theykissed)whatdo

youwantmetobuyyou?"



"Anythingthatmyboywantstobuyme.Donot

troublegogoright?"

"IpromiseIwon'tmommy"theyhuggedmefor

thelasttime.AfterthattheyleftItookmysmall

bagthathadmyclothesforthewholeweekend

andthrewitonthebackofmyblackHilux.

MyphonerangitwasThando

"HeywenaMbuziwhereareyou?Iamstill

waitingforyou"

"GotomyhouseIwillfindyouthere,Ihaveleft

home.Whatdoyouwanttoeat?"

"Iwantfatcakesandchickenfeet"weboth

laughed



"Okmadam"

ThandowasnowmarriedtobrotherPeterand

shewasnowpregnant.Shewaiteduponthe

LordthenGodblessedherattherighttime.

IgotoffmycarandwenttoSisthokoIbought

10chickenfeetand10fatcakes

"Youlookgoodmydaughter"

"ThankyouMa,youmaykeepthechange"she

screamedjumpingIlaughedather.

WhenIparkedoutsidetheneighboursstarted

checkingmeout

Makhumaloshouted



"HelloMaNdabahowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyouma"

"Good,howisoursoninlawandourgrandson"

"Theyarefine(Walkingaway)byema"

Makhumalowasawellknowngossiperinour

communityshekneweverythingabout

everyone.Sheoncetoldmethatgoingto

churchtoomuchhasruinedmy"medulla

oblongata"Istillwonderwhotaughtherthat

word.

WhenThandosawmeshescreamed

"Damngirlyoulookpregnantful"



"YouarecrazyMbuzi,thankyouforbuyingme

mycravings"

"Donotgetusedtoit,Iamnotyourhusband"

shelaughed

"Talkingaboutthatwhenareyouguysgetting

married?"

"DoyouthinkIwillevergetmarriedThando?.

Hedoesn'tseemeasawife.Whocanmarrya

womanwhowasfuckedbytheirlittlebrother"

Thandobrokedown.

"Packyourbagsand leavehimhoneyheisnot

worthit"



"IfonlyIhadwaitedforLizwithough(sighing)

Heaskedmeforanotherchancemonthsback.I

saidnosinceIwasthinkingaboutwhat'sgood

forSiya"

shewastryingtohardsomething

"Isee"

"Thandodoyouhavesomethingtosay?"

"Ican'tlietoyou,Lizwiisgettingmarried

tomorrow"

"Ohthusnice"

"Don'tcryGugu"



"IamnotcryingThando,ifonlyIhadreadthe

othersideoftheletter.Whereisthewedding

goingtotakeplace?"

"AtthebeachinwesternCape,it'sabeach

wedding"

"Uhmgoodforhim,whereisMawe?"

"SheishelpingoutatLizwi'shouse"

"Whyisshehelpingthemout?Theyarenot

family.Maweistoogenerousfornothing"

"LetitalloutGugu"IcriedmyheartoutuntilI

couldn'tcryanymore.



WeatethefatcakeswhileThandowastelling

meaboutherhoneymoonwithPeter..

Mawecamearound7am

"HhayiMaNdabayouarehere?"

"YesMawewhereareyougoing?"

"LetmegetmyIDweareflyingtoWestern

Capemysonisgettingmarried"

"Ohenjoy"shesmiledguiltwasalloverher

face

Mawepackedherthingsandleftrushing.



"Heywenayoucan'tkeepfartinginmyhouse"

shelaughed

"Iampregnantforgoodnesssake."Wegot

ourselvesready

AnddrovetoMaponyamall.Wespentthe

wholedaywatchingmoviesanddoingsome

shopping.

Siyacalledmesayingthattheywereontheir

way.IdroveThandotoherhouse,shehaddone

wellitwassohugeandthepoolwassuper

clean

"TakecareofyourselfGugu.Iloveyou,your

worthismorethantheworthofadiamond.You



areararebreed,youarethechosenone"she

wipedmytears

"IloveyouandthelittleMbuziinsideyou"

ThedrivewasverylonelyLizwiwasfinally

gettingmarriedandIwashappyforhim.

Itwasalready10pmandtherewerestillnot

home.

Theygothomearoundmidnight.

Thedeafeningsoundofanalarmwokemeup.

Gettingoffthebedwasnotexciting.Itooka

quickshowerandcleanedmyhouse.

Dumisani'sphonewaslyingontopofthe

countertemptingme.



Igrabbeditandwenttomessages

"Iamgladthatwehavealreadydonea

ceremonyforSiya.Theancestorswillalways

protecthim,IamstillsadthatGugurefusedto

come.Thankyoumyson"

"Dumisani!Dumisani"hecamedownstairs

running

"AreyouokayGugu?"

"WhatwereyoudoinginDurbanwithmyson?"

"Tovisitmyparentsofcourse"

"Howdareyoudoaceremonyforhim?Areyou



crazyDumi?Youdidn'tpayanythingforhim.

Whatgivesyoutherighttodotheceremony"

"What'swrong?GuguIwanttosleep"

"YouhavedisrespectedmeDumisani"

"IamtheheadofthisfamilyGugu"

"Whichfamily?Whichhead?Youarenothing

butababydaddytome"hechuckled

"ItcouldbethesamereasonwhyIdon'tmarry

you,younagalot.Youaretheenemyofpeace"

"Dumididyoujustwaste4yearsofmylife.The

samepersonwhocleanedyourshitisnow

nagging.IfonlyIhadleftyoutodieandgotten



marriedtoseriousperson"heroughlygrabbed

meandslappedme

"Fuckyoubitch"

Istoodupandtookatrayofeggsandsmashed

themonhim

"Don'tevergetusedtolayingyourcrippled

handsonme"

"Guguuzonyanamhlanje"heslappedme

"Dumiyouslappedmeforthesecondtime"

bloodwasalreadycomingoutofmynose

"Iwilldoitagain"hepunchedme.Iranand

wenttothebedroomandlockedit



Ipackedmybags.

"Mommywherearewegoing?"

"Wearegoingtogogo,come"IcarriedSiya

"Mommyyouarebleeding"

"NoI'mnotson,it'satomatosauce"

DumitriedtalkingtomeIpushedhimaway

"Wearedone,Idon'tstandforabuse.Kuphelile

Mawehasneverlaidherhandsonme.Whoare

youuh?Youcalledmeabitchthesamebitch

thatknowsyouonly"
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"PleaseGuguIamreallysorry"Ipushedhim

awaywithtears,hellnoIwasn'tgoingtobreak

downinfrontofhim

"Areyouseriouslygoingtodothatinfrontof

yourson?LeavemealoneDumiplease"my

voicewasslowlybreakingitcarriedalotof

sadnesssaturatedinbetrayal.

HenoddedandkissedSiya.

IthrewmybaginsidecarandhelpedSiyatosit

onhisseat.

Itookmysunglassesfrommyhandbagdecided

towear.



WewereplayingSiya'sfavouritesongs

"Mommy"

"Yesmyboy"

"Iamhungry"

"Okwewewillgetyouyourfavourite"hejoyfully

screamed

WepassedbytheMcdonalddrivethrough,we

orderedafamilymeal.

Iwasbackatmyhome.TheplacewhereIwas

bornandnurtured.

Mawewassittingoutsideshewelcomedus.

Menzitookourbagsfromthecar

"Maayixabeneiyobuyeibonane(goodbye)sis

GugucanIgowithSiyaIwillbringhimback"



Siyawasalreadyclingy

"YoumayeatfirstMawewilldishforyou"

Iwalkedtomyroomandthrewmyselfontopof

thebed

After30minutesMawewalkedinsidemyroom,

ahugelumpwasthereinmythroatlikea

permanentscar

"Gugumydaughter"myvoicewasbreaking

"Mawelookatme,Ihaveablueeye.Thisisnot

meIamslowlydivertingintoapersonthat

neverexisted"shehushedme

"Talktomemyangelwhathappened?"

"MawehetookSiyatoDurbansothattheycan



dotheceremonyforhim.Ifeeldisrespected,he

gotthemoneybuthenevercaredtopayforthe

damages.Iamstillstandingwaitingforhimbut

thenwhatdoIknow?"

"Didyouaskhimnicely?Likerespectfuluh?"

"NoIwasangry,Idon'tregretwhatIsaidtohim.

HesaidInagalotthatiswhyhewon'tmarry

me(sobbing)ifeelused,betrayedandcheated

"

"Iamsosorrymyangel,whydidhebeatyou?"

"Itoldhimthatheisungratefultotheperson

whousedtowipehisshit,Ishouldn'thave

wastedmytimewithhim.Whatmakesmeto

bemoresadisthatIhaveneverbeenbeatenin

myentirelife,hecannotbemyfirstin

everythingfrombreakingmyvirginitytobeating

meIrefusetobeused"Maweopenedher



mouthinshock

"HowcouldyousaythatGugu?Youcan'ttalkto

amanlikethat.Asmuchasyouareangryyou

choosewordstospit"

"Heisnotmyman,heisSiya'sfather.Yousee

myfaultsbutnothis"shelaidmyheadonher

lap

"NoGugu"

"Hecalledmeabitch,(crying)didIcallSenzoto

rapememama,wenevertalkaboutitbutIfeel

likeheresentsme.Iwillneverforgivehim,he

hasshatteredtheminidignitythatSenzoleft

mewith.AmIabitch?"

"Noyouarenotdonotquestionyourworth



Gugu"

"MamaIamanimpatientbitchwhoisstubborn

too.AsmuchasIamabitchIwillneverallowa

persontolaytheirfilthyhandsonme.Ididn't

reporthimbecauseheisSiya'sfather"

"WhathedidwaswrongIsurelydonotcondone

womanbeatings,youareawomannotabitch"

"IsmashedthewholetrayofeggsathimIwas

angry"webothlaughedthroughtears

"HewasdestitutewhenImethimnowthathe

isamillionaireheistreatingmelikeadoormat.

Moneychangesaperson"



"Moneydoesn'tchangeapersonbutitreveals

theirtruecharacter.Therootcauseofthis

problemwasyoumovinginwithhim.Iamglad

thatyouarenowbackhome,whatmakesme

sadistheconditionyoucamebackin."

"MaybeMaweIamoneofthosewhowon'tget

married.Iwilllivewithitnoteveryoneismeant

tobehappy"

"Thatattitudeisverywrongyouaremeanttobe

happypumpkin.Concentrateonyourselfandgo

backtoschool"

"WellIdidapplyinUnisaIwillbedoingashort

course.LetmesleepwewilltalkwhenIwake

upIhaveaterribleheadache"



"Iloveyoumydaughter"

"IloveyoutooMawe"

AtDumi'shouse...

Hewaspacingupanddowncrying.Heknew

thathelovedGuguandhisfearwashimdealing

withSenzo'ssituationhenceitwasan

untouchedmatter.

Vumaniwalkedinsidethehousewithout

knocking

"KahleDumiwhyareyoupacingupanddown.

Didyoukillsomeone?"



"ThankyoubafoforcomingIdidagrave

mistake"

Vumanitookaglassandpouredsomejuicefor

himself.HewentandsatnexttoDumi

"IwenthomeanddidsomeceremonyforSiya

withoutinformingGugu.IliedtoMaItoldher

thatGuguagreed"

"HowcouldyoudothatDumi?Whenyougot

intoarelationshipwithheryouknewthatshe

wasaChristian.Christiansdonotpartakein

suchceremoniesIamverydisappointedinyou

"

"Iamsodisappointedinmyselfbhuti,wegot

intoanargumentItoldherthatIcan'tmarryher

becauseshenagsalot"



"Wearetalkingaboutaladywhowastherefor

youwhenyouwerenothing.Whyareyounot

marryingher?"

"Idon'tthinkmarriageisreallyimportant.Isee

noprobleminusstayingthewayweare"

"Youhavetomakethingsrightwithher.Most

womendesiretogetmarried.Donotdenyher

thatopportunityifmarriageiswhatshewants.

Whereisshe?"

Dumirubbedhishandstogether

"SheleftbecauseIslappedher.Ihavenever

laidmyhandonawoman.IwishIknewwhat

mademedothat.IregretitVumani"

"Iamsodisappointedinyouhowcouldyoudo

somethinglikethat.Wedon'tbeatwomen,you



needtomanupandapologisetoher'

"ThankyouVforbeingherewithme,Idon't

thinkGuguwilleverforgiveme"

"BeforeIforgotSenzowasstabbedlastnight.

Youshouldgoandseehim"

"Hedeservedit,isn'titthatheisarapist?"

"Wereyoubehindthestabbing?"

Vumani'sphoneranghewavedatDumiandleft

inrush.Dumisighedinrelief.

*******************************************



Siyawasslappingmeasalwaysmindyouthe

sunwaspenetratingthroughmywindow.I

slightlyopenedmyeyes

"Mamagogocookedporridge"

"Haveyoueatenmyboy(smiling)?

"Yesmama,IamgoingtoMenzinow"hewent

outrunningIscreamedhisname

"Ma"heshruggedhisshoulders

"Wearyoursneakersboy,youcan'tplaybare

footed"

"Butmommy(crying)thesneakersarehurting

myfeet"



"Siyadoasyouaretold.Doyouwantmeto

spankyou(heshookhishead)goodcomeand

wearyoursneakers"

Mawehadcleanedthewholehouse,mywater

forbathingwasprepared.ItwasWednesdayso

shewasdefinitelyoff.

Itookabaththinkingeverythingthrough.

"Wakeupyouhavebeenherefortwohours"

"OhmyGodIthoughtIwasbathingkodahereI

amsleeping"Mawelaughed

"Yesnowmoveyourass"Isteppedoutofthe

bathtubwithoutwipingmyfeetrunning

"HeywenaMbuziwhoisgoingtocleanthe

messthatyoumade"



"Myfavouriteauntywilldoit"shelaughed

"Thisremindsmewhenyouwereinmatric,you

arestilllazylikebefore"

"Youspoiledmenowreapthefruitsofyour

seeds"webothlaughed.

Myeyewasstillswollengoingoutwasthelast

thingonmymind.Iswitchedonmyphone

messagescameflooding.Dumiwas

apologisinghecalledIcouldn'tanswer.My

heartwasfilledwithpoisonouswords,thelast

thingIwantedwastospitthingsthatwere

goingtomakehimhateme.

Whenonegetsstressed,thelastthingontheir

mindisfood.NomatterhowmuchItriedeating



Icouldn'tconsumeit.

SiyacamehomelookinglikeaghostohGod

you'dswearthatsomeonedippedhiminsidea

bucketfullofsand.

MyphonerangagainIansweredandgavethe

phonetoSiya.Hewasbusylaughingatthe

nonsensethathisfatherwastellinghim.

Itwasnowtwoweeksmybusinesswasdoing

well.IgotanemailfromUnisatellingmethat

myapplicationwasapproved.Theonlything

lefttodowasformetopaytheregistrationfee.

DumihadbeencominghomebutInevergave

himachance.WheneverhecameIusedtogo

out.Maweusedtoentertainhim.Timetowaste

wasthelastthingonmymind.



IwaswokenupbyamessagefromThando

sayingthatweshouldgoout.Iwasofficially26.

Irushedtothebathroomandbathedfast.

MaweandSiyahadwrittenacardformeitwas

sobeautifulandsopriceless.Theyhadleft

earlierforwork.

Itookmypairofsunglassesandworethem

carryingmynicebag.Ilookedbeautifulwithmy

lightmakeup.ThedressIwaswearingwas

complementingwellwithmypeeptoeheels.

ThesoundofmusicwasbangingoutsideI

knewthatitwasmyMbuzi

"HeyMbuzihurryup"Ilaughedflippingmyhead

backwardsThandohadanenergyfordays.

Afterlockingthehouse,sheopenedthedoor

forme"youmaygetinbirthdaygirl"



"26neverfeltsosexyuh(webothlaughed)

whathappenedtothebabyfat"

"Happybirthdaytoyou,happybirthdaytoyou

Mbuzi.CheckthisboxnearSami"

"Whathappenedtothebabyfat?"

"IsaidtaketheboxnearSami"herbabywas

verybeautifulshehadherlongeyelashes.

WhenIopenedtheboxIcried,ithadallthe

pictureswhenwewereyoungandwhenwe

wereworshipping

"ThankyouThando"



"Enoughwithtearslet'sgoandeat,remember

thatwhateveryougothroughputGodfirst"

"Nowandforevermoreamen"

WewereinSandtonthebillwasonThandoshe

wasrich,BrotherPeterwasaqualifiedSurgeon

heearnedalot.WewenttoTheGrillhouse

restaurant.WhenthebillcamebackIwas

shocked

"ThankyouThandothisistoomuch"

"YouaretheonlysisterIhave.Icareaboutyou".

Wedidsomeshoppingaswell.



Shedroppedmeoffathomearoundsix.

WehadorderedfoodforMaweandSiya.

Theycamebacklatearound7carryingacake

"Happybirthdaytoyou,happybirthdaytoyou

mama.Cutthecake"Mawegiggled

"Siyayouareimpatientlikeyourmom"

"Iloveyouguysyoumeantheworldtome."

WeatethecakeMaweprayedthankingGodfor

mylife.

MyphonerangitwasDumi

"Siyaissleepingcallmebacktomorrow"

"GuguIamoutsideyourhousepleasecanwe



talk"

"Ihavenothingtosaytoyouifit'snotabout

Siya"hewascrying

"PleaseMaNdaba"

"OkstopcryingIamcomingstopcrying"

Iwentoutsidemyhousewearingmypyjamas

andwenttohiscarwhichwasparkedfew

housesawayfromhomeheopenedthedoor

forme.

"HappybirthdayMaNdaba"

"Mhnthankyou"

"IamreallysorryGuguIamsoemptywithout

you.Imissyoupleasecomebackhome"

"WhichhomeDumi?Iamnotgoingbacktothat

house.It'syourhousealonepleasecountme

out"



"Iwanttodorightwithyou.Ispoketomyfather.

Wecanonlygobacktothathouseafter

marriage"hedroveustoadiscreetplaceabit

farfromhome

"Whyareyoutalkingaboutmarriagenow?Isit

becauseIwanttoleaveyou?"

Ididn'trealisethatIwascryingthelastthingI

wantedwastolookvulnerableinfrontofthis

manheheldmyhandandusedtheotherhand

towipemytears.

"Noit'snotthat,Iamsorryforlyingandfor

callingyounames.Please(wipinghistears)

forgivemebaby,Ididn'treallyseethe

importanceofmarriagesincewewerejust

lovingeachotherbutVumanihastaughtmea

fewthings"heliftedmychinandkissedme.



Heliftedmeupfromthepassengerseatand

mademesitontopofhimIcouldfeelhiscock

hardening

"Thethingsyoumakemefeelwoman.Damn

thispyjamaissofuckensexy"

"Dumiplease"hesmashedhislipsonmine.His

fingerswentstraighttomycookiewhichwas

alreadyaching.Heplayedwithmyswollenfolds

andpinchedmyclit

"Rightthere..ohyesDumi"Iunbuckledhisbelt

andtookouthiscock.Everythinghappenedso

fast,Iwassittingontopofhimmoving.He

spankedmyassacoupleoftimesmakingme

goovertheedgeIshutteredandfeltawaveof

ecstasy

"IloveyouGugu"
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Heloweredhisseat,weswitchedpositionsI

wasnowbeneathhim.Hishandswent

underneathmyshirtandcarressedmynipples.

Hishardcockwasonmystomach.Hesucked

mynippleswhilehisotherhandwasplaying

withmyclit.Hespankedmyassthestinging

sensationsentmeovertheedge.Hiscockwas

tappingmyentranceIpulledhimcloser.He

hammeredintomemakingmepourjuicesover

him.

Thehotcumwasflowinginbetweenmythighs.

HetookhisT-shirtandwipedus.

"TakemehomeDumi"



"Thankyouforforgivingmebaby,Ipromisethat

Iwillneverdoanythingstupid"

"WhosaidIforgaveyouDumi?"

"Wejusthadsexbabywasn'tthatamakingup

sex?"

"Thatwasjustsexwithnostringsattachedwho

cansaynotothemagnificentcock.Thankyou

forthisbirthdaygift"hegroanedwellit'snot

likeIcared

"WhatmustIdosothatyoucanforgiveme?"

Heparkedoutsidemyhouse



"Youneedtodealwithyourissues,wehave

neverspokenabouttheSenzoissueyouare

alwaysavoidingit"hewipedmytears

"IamsorryMaNdabathiswholethingmakes

mefeelweak.HadIbeenaroundhewasnever

goingtodothat.IfeellikeIafailure,Ifailedyou

GuguIcouldn'tprotectyou"

"Noneofuswerereadyforit"herubbedhis

foreheadthinkingdeeply

"Senzogotoutofjailsomedaysback(Gugu

openedhereyesshocked)wellIwassoangryI

stabbedhim.IwantedhimtodieIdon'tknow

whosavedhim"Ilaidmyheadonhischest

"Doyouthinkhewillcomeafterme?"



"Hewon'tIwillprotectyouwithmylife.The

nexttimehebreathsnexttoyouthatwillbehim

signinghisdeathwarranty"

"OkbabakaSiya.Haveagreatevening"

"MayIgetakissbeforeyouleave"

"Nogoodnight"Ibangedthedoorandwalked

shakingmyassfeelingsexified.WhenIturned

aroundhelookingatmesmiling

ThandoandIweregoingoutthatSaturday

DumihadtakenSiyaout.Ithadbeenfive

monthssinceweseparatedwithDumi.Hekept

onsendingmemoneyandgiftswhocansayno

tofreethings.



"Thandowherearewegoingtoeattoday?"

"Let'sgotoMonteCasinoit'ssointeresting

pluswecanstillwatchmoviesaftereating"

"Ithinkweshouldwatchmoviesfirstandeat

afterwards"shenodded.

Wewatchedamovieaboutmarriage.Thando

wascryingIcouldn'tcryIjusthandedherfacial

tissues.

WewenttospurIwascravingforsomeribsI

orderedtwoplates,Thandowentforasaladand

steak

"WhyareyoulookingatmelikethisThando?"



"IamworriedaboutyouGugu,areyou

pregnant?"

"Ohmyword(Laughing)amInotsingle?"

"Dumiisstilltappingitthough"

"It'sbeenthreemonthssinceIlasthadsex.I

amnotpregnantIamjustcravingforsome

ribs"

"Isee,it'sabouttimeyougobackandsing.

Peoplesurelymissyourvoice"

"Lizwioftentoldmethatmyvoicehealed

people(Laughing)howishebytheway?"

"Heisgoodandhiswifeisnowpregnant"no



hintofjealousstrokemyheart

"Goodforhimhedeserveshappiness"

"Mhnm,lookathowSamiisblubbering"

"SheislikeyouThando,youaretootalkative"

webothlaughed.Idroppedthemattheirhouse

around4pm.WhenIgothomearound5Ifound

DumisittingwithMawe

"Sanibonani(greetings)"

"YeboGuguhowwasyourday?"

"GoodyoursMawe?"



"Good"

Dumijustkeptquiet.Mawestoodupandleft.

SiyawasprobablynextdoorwithMenzi

"Doyouwantjuice?"

"NothanksMaNdaba,Mawemadesometeafor

me"

"Thusgood,IhopeSiyadidn'ttroubleyou"

"Notatall,mayyoupleasesitdownIwantusto

talk"Iwalkedtotheloungeandsatabitfar

fromhim,Ididn'ttrustmyselfaroundhim

"Ihavebeenattendingtherapysessionsfora

whilesotomorrowIwillbeattendingmylast



session.Mayyoupleasegooutwithmefor

celebration"

"MhnmthatisnicebutIwillthinkaboutit"

"Youlookbeautifulwiththisdressandyour

lipstick"

"ThankyouMangethe"hesmiledandstoodup

"Pleasewalkmeout"

"Ok"Ilefthimatthegate

"IloveyouMaNdaba"

"Mhnmbye"helookeddisappointed.



MawecamebackwhenIwasdonecooking

"Guguthatboylovesyou.TrustmeIcansee

lovefromadistance"

"Goodforhim,yourfoodisinthewarmer.Iam

goingtostudyyaziUnisaisnotachild'splay"

"Okmydaughter"

StudyinginUnisawasnevereasyIwasfailing

tosubmitmyassignmentsontime.

Igladlyrejectedgoingoutwithhimthenextday.

Hesentmechocolatesandflowers,Ididn't

respondanyofhistexts.



Noneofuswerewaitingforthatday.Dumi's

familysentaletter.MyunclesfromEstcourt

werecalled.Mawecouldn'thidetheexcitement.

Roomswerepreparedformyuncles.They

lovedmoneydearlyDumisani'sfamilywas

surelygoingtosuffer.Thandodecidedtocome

andsleepatmyplace.

Itwasthe22ndofOctoberweheardabakhongi

(negotiators).Thandopeepedthroughthe

window

"WhoisitThando?"sheshruggedher

shoulders

"SincewhendoIknowtheZwanes?Uyabheda

wena"Ilaughed



"IamsoexcitedThando"

"Iamhappyforyousisdonotforgettopraymy

love"

"Iwon'tforgetpleasepassmemydress"

Shehandedmemydressitwaswelltailored.

Mydoekwasneatlytied.Abakhongiwerestill

chantingithadbeentwohoursalreadyandthe

sunwasscorching.Mysisterswereinthe

kitchencookingtheyweresohappy.

NARRATION

TheNdabassentayoungmanwhowasGugu's

cousintogoandtalktotheZwanes.



Theyhadtopaybeforegettingin.

Whentheyenteredthehousetheyremoved

theirhatsandtheytoldthemtositdown

"SanibonanibakwaNdaba(greetingstothe

Ndabas)"noneofthemresponded

Abakhongijustkeptquietwaitingtobetold

howmuchtheyshouldpayforisivulamlomo

(themoneyyoushouldpayforthefamilytotalk

orrespond).

Dumi'suncletookouttwobottlesofthe

expensivebrandyandsomenotes

Theolduncleresponded"greetingstoyouthe

Zwanes,howcanwehelpyou?"



"WellmynameisThulaniSibiya,Ibrought

VumaniZwaneandSindisoZwane.wecame

heretotalkaboutthelobolanegotiations.Iam

surethatyousawtheletterwesentyou"

Thefatunclesmiled"yeswesawit,let'sgo

straighttothepointwearenowhungry"theyall

smiledtryingtocalmdowntheirnerves

"OursonDumisanihasseenaflowerinthis

house.Hewantstotakeitandnurtureitinthe

Zwanehomestead"

Theolderunclegotserious

"Thetruthishelongdidthat.Hedefloweredour

daughterandgotherpregnant.Hemovedin



withherwithoutpayingdamages.Themoney

thatyouwillpaytodaywillhaveaninterest.It's

notsimpleinterestbutcompoundinterest"

thefatunclenoddedinagreement

"Kunjaloimpelaalufakwalubuyenodaka(it's

likethatwedon'tacceptdisrespect)youwill

payninabakwaZwane"

"Wedidn'tcomeheretofightwecametobuild

arelationshipourelders.Pleaseforgiveusfor

ourmistakes.Whatoursondidwas

disrespectfulthereforewewouldliketogreatly

apologise".

TheNdabaswhisperedamongsteachother.

Theyallcametoanagreement



TheyoungmanwenttocallGuguandher

cousins.

Theyjoinedthepeopleandsatdown.Their

faceswerecoveredonebyonetheyopened

theirfacestheZwaneskeptonsayingno.When

GuguopenedherfaceVumanispoke"thatis

her"

"Youmaygobackyoungwomen"theyallleft

goingoutofthelounge.

"WeastheNdabaswantyoutogiveus15

cows"

TheZwanesspokeamongsteachother

"Mayyoupleasereducethepriceforus

BakwaNdabahencewearebuildinga



relationship"

Theunclesspokeamongsteachother

Thefatuncleraisedhisvoice"ok13cows"

TheZwanespaidthemoneythatwas

equivalentto10cowstheyweregoingtopay

theremainingamountinfuture.

AtGugu'sroom

"MaNdabayouarenowamarriedwoman.Asa

marriedwomanyourdutyistosupportyour

husbandineverythinghedoes.Whenhis

businessisslowingdowntalktohimlistento

himandcomforthim.Cookforhimdonotleta



maiddoyourjoborelseshemightexceedher

dutiesanddomorethanjusttocook"thatwas

auntySindisiwe

"Iamhappythatlobolahasbeenpaidforyou

Gugu.Bethewomanwhowillcoveryour

husband'sdisgrace.Donotlettheworldknow

hisweaknesses,becauseifyoudothatthe

worlddoesn'tlaughathimalone.Itlaughsat

youtoo.Nomatterhowmanytimesyoufight

justdon'tgoaroundtellingpeople.Gotoyour

secretcornerwhereyouwillcryalone.When

youtelluseverythingthedayyoufixthingswe

won'tlookathiminthesamewaywedidbefore

,whenitgetshardercallMawe"auntSihle

spokeinalowtoneIwasnoddingtoeverything

"RespectyourhusbandGugu,donotbefriends

withunmarriedpeopletheyoftengivebad



advices.Whenyourhusbandgetshomelatedo

notquestionhiswhereaboutsbutservehim

food.Donotletotherwomengetinbetween

thetwoofyou.Fightforyourhusbandsis

bitchesandwhoresareeverywheretakecare

ofthem.Yourmanisyoursalonedonotlethim

doubttheloveyouhaveforhim.Youseethe

scaronmyfaceIdealtwithabitch(everybody

laughed)loveyourmantuu"auntyNomiespoke

inherhosyvoicelaughing.

"Gugugiveyourmanthecookie,inthetoilet,

pavements,officeImeaneverywhere.

Wheneverhewantsitheshouldgetit.Lethim

findyousexywheneverhecomeshome.Ina

silverplatterwaitingtobedevoured(everyone

laughed)tryknewthingswithhimdonotlie

downlikeachicken.Evenifyouarenotinthe

moodjustpretendtobeenjoyingthatturnsa

manon"wheredidIgetNosifrom.



Mawewasthelastonetospeak"putGodfirst

ineverythingyoudo.Beaprayerfulwoman

Gugunothingbeatsprayer.Temptationsand

trialswillcomebutdonotgiveupfindcomfort

inGod.Thealphaandtheomega.Donot

neglectyourbodyloveyourselfsisbeonpoint

everytime.Respectyourhusbandshowhimthat

heisthehead.Takecareofhisneeds.The

eldershavespokenit'suptoyouwhetheryou

takewhatwesaidornot"

Iwasnowcryingthiswasit.Somanywords

andadvisesweregiventome.Mydignitywas

nowrestoredbridepricewaspaidforme.

[07/22,14:42]K:THEUNKEPTWIFE

#24



Whenoneisgettingmarriedtheyoftencry.It

doesn'tmeanthattheyarenothappythatthey

aregettingmarried.Theyarehappybutthefact

thatyouarenowleavingyourpeopleandyour

home,youareleavingyoursurnamebehindhits

yousobad

"MaweyouknowthatIdon'tbelievein

ancestorswhatshouldIdonow.Obviouslythey

aregoingtodorituals"

shebrushedmybackthinkingdeeply

"IbelievethattheGodweworshipcannotbe

mixedwithanything.Inthiscaseyoudecidedto

getmarriedtoanunbelieversosincehealso

agreedtodothewhiteweddingtheleastyou

coulddoistodothoseceremonies.(Shaking

herhead)impicabadalalendaba(it'sa



complicatedissue).AboveallGugurespectu

MaKheswa,youneedthatwomanonyourside.

Shewillfightyourbattlesinmanycases"

"Ihearyoumama(crying)Idon'tthinkIwill

survivewithoutyouonmyside.Idon'twantto

beseparatedfromyou,ohGod.Iwanted

marriagebutnowIfeeldifferentaboutit"she

laughed

"Stopbeingaspoiltbrat.IamherewithyouI

amnotdying.Iwillguideyourpathineverything

thatyoudo.Wheneveryoumissmejustgive

meacall"wehuggedeachotherbothofus

crying.

Itwasnowthetimeforizibizothegiftswere

broughttomyfamilybytheZwanes.



IhadbroughtthegroceriesfortheZwanesthat

processwascalledumbondo.Havingmyaunty

besidemewasthebestthingthatonewould

everaskfor.Shewasthegreatestsupportof

mine.

"Gugudidyoupackallthegiftsthatyoubought

fortheZwanes?"Shewasscreamingthrowing

tantrumsasalways

"YesMaweIdid,hasunclepackedthefurniture

thatIamgoingwithtoDurban?"

"Theydidthatinthemorning.Yourattireis

packedinthatbluebag"

"ThankyouMama,whereisSiya?Imissmy

son"



"HeiswithBusi,let'shurryup.Weneedtorest

beforewegotoDumisani'shouse"

Weweregoingtostartwithumabobeforethe

whiteweddingMawesaidthatitwasgoingto

makeDumihappy.Ihadnotspokentohim

sincethelobolanegotiationsstarted,mylips

wereyearningforhiskiss.Ithoughtthathe

wasgoingtokneeldownandaskformeto

marryhimIwasjustdaydreamingnoneofthat

happened.

Myunclesburnttheincensetalkingtothe

Ndabaancestorstellingthemaboutmeleaving

home,butmyauntyandIdidnotpartakeinthat

ceremonysincewewereChristians.Myfat

unclekeptonblubberingabouthavingasmall

pieceofmeat.



WeleftDobsonvillearound3pm.Icouldn'tfind

myphone

"Mawedidyoutakemyphone?"

"Hhayimansleepandstoptalking"Igiggled

"Wearenowstrictain'twe?"

Sheclickedhertongue.

WegottoDurbanaround11pmmyasswas

nowsorebecauseofsittingdown.Wesleptina

guesthouseitwasn'tfarfromDumisani'splace.

Mawewokemeuparoundthree

"Heywenavilavuka(wakeupyoulazygirl)"I

openedmyeyesslightlyandcheckedthetimeit



was3am

"Maweit'stooearly"Ipulledmyblanketsand

coveredmyhead

ColdwaterwaspouredonmybackIjumped

gettingoffthebed

"Don'ttemptmeGugugoandbathyouruncles

havegoneouttobuythecow"

MaweandIbathedtogethershekepton

lookingatme

"It'shardtobelievethatyouarealreadyhaving

sex"

"Mawewearesurelynotgoingtohavethis

conversation.Youwantedmetodieanun?"



"Youaretooinnocentforsex"

"Youclearlydon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

about.IamabeastwhenIaminthatmode"I

laughedsheshouted

"Godforgiveherforhersins"

Iwaswearingisidwaba(skirtformarried

women),isicholo(itcoverstheheadofa

marriedwoman)wellIdidn'tforgettocovermy

shoulders.

WegottotheZwaneresidencearound4:30am.

Iwasbusyyawning,mybodyneededtorest.

Whentheyopenedthegateofus.Isatonthe



grassmatnotlookingatanybody,Mawehad

toldmenottotalkitwasasignofrespect.

Bab'Zwanewelcomedmebeforethestartingof

theceremony

"Howareyoumydaughterinlaw?"

"Iamgoodandyoufather?"

"Good"hesaidafewwordsasasignof

indicatingmyacceptanceintheZwanefamily.

IwasintroducedtotheZwaneancestors

Thandoandmycousinsbroughtthegiftsand

thefurniture.Ibroughtakist,bedwithpillows

andlinennotforgettingthegrassmats.The

Zwaneshadsentthelistofpeoplewhowere

supposedtogetthegifts.Themenweregiven



beerpotswithgrasslidsonthetopandthe

othersgotpillows,grassmatsandblankets.

Whenanindividualwascalledtogetthegift

theyusedtolieonthegrassmatandtheythen

getupandsingdancingasasignof

appreciation.

Thebestpartoftheceremonycame.Igotup

andtookthebedandplacedalinenonit.Iwent

aroundlookingformyhandsomeman.WhenI

foundhim,Iplacedthegrassmatsforhimto

walkonwhichledhimtothebedwhichwas

wellprepared.HesatonthebedandItooka

basinwithatowelandsoapandactedasifI

waswashinghisfeet.Hecouldn'tgethiseyes

offfromme.Iopenedthebedcovers,hegot

insidethemlaughing.Mycousinswenttohim

andstartedbeatinghimwithsmallsticks.He

gotupandranaway.



Umabowasaveryimportantritual,Mawesaid

thatitbroughtfamiliestogether.Inthat

processIwastoldwhatwasexpectedfromme

bymyfamilyandmyinlaws.

Dumiandhisfriendsstartedsingingand

dancing.Thedancingwasverycrazyhisaim

wastomakemeblushthroughoutthe

ceremony

"MaNdaba"hisvoicewashuskierthanalways

"Zwane"

"IloveyoubabyandIhavebeenmissingyou.

Whereisyourphone?"



"Maweconfiscatedit(webothlaughed)lookat

howdirtySiyais"myboywaswearinghisZulu

attirelookingallhandsome

"Hewasdancing,didyouseehimimitating

Sindisobyfallingdown"

"Ididhelookedcute,helookslikeyou

Mangethe"

"Let'sgooutsideIwantustotalkGugu"Ifound

Mawe'seyescanningmysoul.Shehatedthe

factofhowaffectionateDumiwas.Hewasvery

touchyeveninpublicplaces

"Dumistopbrushingmyhandstheyareelders

here"hesmiled

"Theydoknowthatwearehavingsexright?I



meanSiyaistheevidenceofit"

"Stopbeingcrazy(Laughing)Mawesaysshe

can'tjustacceptthefactthatIamalready

havingseximagine.ShesaysIamtooinnocent

forit.Whichmakesmethinktwice,Iwas

innocentbeforeyouruinedme"

"Butbabyyoulovesex.Maweshouldhearhow

youscreamIbetshewoulddieofheartattack"

"Dumistopit(heavilyblushing),let'sgoand

talk"wewalkedtotheothersideofthehouse.

Heheldmyhand

"Gugumemarryingyouwasnotforyouto

comebacktome.Ididitoutofthefullnessof

myheartandoutoflove.YesImighthavenot



seentheimportanceofmarriagebecauseIsaw

howitdestroyedotherpeopleIamnotsaying

thatitwilldestroyusfuckwhatamIsaying?

AmImakingsense(Gugunodded).Iamreally

sorryfordelayingthisbeautifulceremony

becauseallalongIthoughtthatloveisenough.

Iwouldchooseyouinallmyliveswhetherit's

thesecondlifeorthethirdlife.Iloveyou

wholeheartedlyMaNdaba.Youareminetolove

andminetotakecareof"

"IloveyoutooDumi"hecuppedmyfaceand

kissedme.Sindisocoughedwelookedathim

smiling

"Bafogetawayfromhere.Areyoudrunk?We

needsomeprivacy,wewanttobeawayfrom

you,youguyshavebeencrowdingus

throughoutthewholeday"Sindisolaughed



"StopbeinggrumpyDumi.UkahleMaNdaba?"

"IamgoodSindisoandyou?"

"Iamgood"

Ourlovewasn'tlikeanyotherloveitwasbumpy

yesitwasnotperfect.Itwasalovewrittenin

thestarsandjoinedbythegods.Ilovedhimout

ofthefullnessofmyheart.NotonlyhadI

surrenderedmybodytohimbutmysouland

myheartwerehandedtohiminasilverplatter.I

wasallhis
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Hespankedmyassagain



"Dumistopitareyoucrazy?"Hesmiledlicking

hislowerlipheknewhowbadthatactturned

meon

"YouareglowingGuguareweexpecting?Damn

mybabyismakingyoubeautiful"

"Stopsmokingwhateverthatyouaresmoking

becauseitismessingupwithyourmind,by

creatinganimpossibleimagination.Ihave

alwaysbeenbeautiful"

"Mhmmreallysoareyousayingthatmy

spermsarepowerless?Areyouchallengingme

MaNdaba?"hewasgettingcloserandcloserto

me.Iwasbusymovingbackwardslowlyupuntil

thewallstoppedme



"Dumistop"hecuppedmyfaceandkissedme.

Icouldfeelhishardmagnificentcockpoking

mystomach

"Iwantyounow"hisfingerswentstraight

underneathmyskirt.Theywerebrushingthe

outerpartsofmycore.Mybreatheescalated

"Dumi..."Iheardfootsteps

"MaNdabaweeehGugu!!"Shekeptonshouting

itwasmymotherinlaw.Ifixedmyskirt

laughing

EscapingfromDumisani'sembraceheclearly

lookedannoyed



"Mawereyoucallingme?"Shesmiled

"YesMaNdabacomehereandhelpmewith

something"

Alltheladieswerewashingthedishessome

werecooking.Thefollowingdaymyfamilyleft

"formagoodbondwithyourmotherinlawas

weareleavingyoubehind.Respectherandbe

onhergoodbooks"

"ThankyouMaweIloveyou"

"ByeMaNdaba"Ilookedatherassheleftmy

heartconstrictedIwasstayingbehindwith

strangers.

Dumistayedwithusfornearlyaweek



"Beforeyouknowitthemonthwillbeovermy

momisnotthatbad"tearshadcloudedmy

eyes

"Idon'twantyoutoleavememyhappiness"

"ComeonGuguwearegoingtotalk.Iwillcall

youtwiceaday.It'snotlikeIamgoingabroad"

hewipedmytearskissingmynose

"Iwantyouclosetomeeverynight.Idon'tlike

thiswholeideaofbeingaMakotiandstaying

withyourinlaws.Thesearemoderndays

peopleshouldloosenup"helaughed

"Youarenotwesternsojustforgetaboutthat

stopdaydreaming.WhenyougavebirthIasked

youwhyweshouldwaitforthreemonths.What



didyousay?YousaidIwasn'twhitesonowit's

yourturnsuckitup"

"YouareheartlessDumi,whyamIstillwithyou

?"

"BecauseIhaveamagnificentcock"Igiggled

hepickedmeupandthrewmeonthebed

"Dumiwhat.."

"Sssh"heslowlypulleddownmyskirtand

kissedthehairypartsofmystomach.Hewent

tomycookieandkissedit

"Daddyisgoingtomissyou.Lookathowhot

youareMaNdaba"IswearIblushedathousand



times.Hestoodupandkissedmyface

"Dumijustlikethat"helaughed

"Byemylove"Itookmypillowandthrewitat

him

"Ihateyou"

"IloveyoumakaSiya"

Iusedtospendmostofmydayslockedupin

ourroom.Bab'Zwanewasamanoffewwords

butMaKheswausedtogossip.

IwascomingbackfromthemarketIfound

Makheswalaughing



"GoodafternoonMa"

"HeyMaNdabahowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyouma?"

"Hhayijustmakeusteaandcomeandsithere.I

havetotellyousomething"thiswomanwas

surelygoingtobethedeathofme.Imadea

smallrepentanceprayerbecauseIknewthatI

wasabouttosin

"WhereisSiya?Helefthisshoesoutsidethe

gateIwillbeathim"

"HewentoutwithmyHUSBAND"Ilaughed



"HeissurelylovedMama"shelaughed

"Youseethatoneismyrideordie.Ihavebeen

marriedtohimforover40years.Itwasn'tpap

andvleisMaNdabaitwasnevereasy.Thereare

timesIfeltlikegivingupbutIdidn't.Youshould

holdonuntoyourfaithwhenitgetstough,my

motheroftensaidawomanholdsahotstone

untilitcoolsdown.Youcanlearnwisdomat

yourgrandfather'sfeet,orattheendofthe

stick.Ifyoupayattentiontowhatyourelders

aresayingandfollowtheiradvice,youwon't

havetolearnthingsthehardwaythrough

experience.Ifyoudon'tabsorbwhattheysay

youwilllearnthroughlessons.The

consequencesareoftenpainful"

"Mamathatissotrue"Ididaminiself

introspectionIhadseentheconsequencesof



notlisteningtoelders

"Whenyoubiteindiscriminatelyyouendup

bitingyourowntail"

Igavehertheteapot.IsatnexttoherIloved

howwiseshewaswhenshewasnotgossiping

"WhereismyphoneMaNdaba?"shewas

holdingit

"Oldagedoesn'tannounceitselfatthegateof

thekraal"

"Uzokhalanjalo(youwillcry)areyousayingthat

Iamold.Lookatyou,youareevenlaughingat

me"webothlaughed



"Mabutyouwereholdingitbutyouwerestill

lookingforit"

"Hhayisuka..anywayIwanttotellyouthatyou

aremyfavouritedaughterinlaw.Iknowwe

didn'tstartonacleanslatebutIloveyoumore

thananyofthem"Ilaughed

"Iknowyou,whatdoyouwantmetohelpyou

with?"Shelaughed

"WhosaidIneedhelp?Uyadelelamauthanda

(youaredisrespectfulifyouwantto)"she

laughed

"Ibelieveyouma"



"PleasecookthatdishwhichisSiya'sfavourite.

Zwanelikesittoo"

"Okma,letmestartcooking.Thesunhas

alreadygonedown"

"Iwillsitherewithyou.Don'tyouhaveanything

togossipabout?"

"Nonotatall"

"Urghyouareboringwena.Sindiso'swife

gossipslikenobody'sbusinessbutIdon'tlike

herbecauseshe'saliar"

"HehemaIwonderwhy?"



"SheisnotyouphelaIonlylikeyouthen

Vumani'swifefollowsafteryoutherestarrgh

theycangotohell"

"MhmmIhearyouma.Letmefinishcooking"

AftercookingMastoodupanddishedfor

everybody.Ihadcoveredmyshoulders

respectingmyfatherinlaw.

DumicalledmeIwenttothebedroom

"Mfaziwami(mywife)"

"Babakhehowareyou?"



"Iamhardalreadyjustbyhearingyourvoice..I

nowfeelsomehowandyourvoiceisthecause"

"Howdoesitmakeyoufeel?"

"Hhayiman!Iwantyounexttome.Iam

comingdowntomorrow"

"Whatareyougoingtodowithme?"

"Iamgoingtogiveyouwhatyouwant"Ibitmy

lowerlipsmiling

"WhatdoIwant?"

"Youwantmedeepandburiedinsideyou"I

giggledMakheswacalledme



"Babymaiscallingme,Iloveyou"

"Iamcomingdowntomorrow"

"Nodon'tcomethreemoredaysthenIwillbe

homewithyou"

"OkbabypleasekissSiyaforme"

"Iwillinthemorningheisalreadysleepinghe

hadgoneoutwithBaba"helaughed

"Okbabydreamaboutme"

"AbsolutelyMangethe"



HedroppedthecallIsmilledandwenttothe

kitchen

"Mayoucalledme?"

"GuguIdon'tfeellikesleepinglet'stalk"

"OkMa"

Isatdownshewastellingmeabouthowsexy

shewaswhenshewasyoung.Howmenfrom

thecommunitycalledherthebeautifulmaiden

"YouseeGuguIdidZwaneafavourlookathis

faceandlookatmine"



"Butbabaisnotbad"

"Hhayisukawhyareyoulying?Heisalready

sleepingwhatareyouafraidof?"Ilaughed

"Heisnotbadmamawhatdidyouseeinhim?"

"Thebeautyofamanisinhispockets

(Laughing).HonestlyspeakingZwaneusedto

beacharmerboy.Hewasoneofthosepeople

whohadasweettongue"webothlaughed

Zwanewalkedinonus

"Angilelenjalo(Iwasn'tsleeping)mywife.are

yousayingthatIamugly?"

"Chabababekadesikhulumaintoengekho,



uyamaziuGuguuthandaindaba(nomy

husbandwewerejusttalkinguselessthings

youknowhowmuchGugulovethings)"she

winkedatmehidingit

"Makotigoodnight"

"GoodnightBaba"hesmiledandwalkedaway.

Makheswalookedatmewebothlaughed.

"MaIamgoingtosleep"

"WaitmakeusteaIamnotsleepyyet"Istood

upandwenttothekitchen

"Gugutomorrowyoucanwakeupat10Iam

notanuptightmotherinlaw.Mymotherinlaw

usedtowakeupat5.Iwasforcedtowakeup

at4shewasevil(whispering)mayhersoulrest



inpeace"

webothlaughed

"SotomorrowIamwakingupat10".

"Yesmydear,whatdidyouseeinDumibeside

hishandsomenessofcoursehetookafterme"

"Hewaspersistentheaskedmeoutfortwo

yearsIdecidedtogivehimachance"she

blushed

"WereyouaVirgin?"

"Yes(blushing)mamawhyarewetalkingabout

this?"



"Iwanttoteachyouthreeormorethings

anywaynevermindmaybeIamtoooldnow"we

bothlaughed

"Youarestillbeautifulma"

"Thankyoumydaughter,youknowthefirst

timeIsawyouIwasrudebecauseIalready

kneweverythingaboutyou.Thepersontoldme

thatyouwerelazyyoudidn'twanttowork,all

youwantedtodowastospendmyson'smoney.

NowthatIknowyouIamlovingyoueveryday"I

huggedher

"Iloveyoutooma"

"ButyouarethemoststubbornpersonIhave



evermet"

"Nowayma"

"Mhngoodnightmyhusbandiswaitingforme"

shesmirkedIgiggled

"Nightma"

ThreedayswereoverDumiwasoutside

wearinghisblackJeansthatshapedhissexy

assnicely.Hismuscleswereonpointhis

contagioussmilehadamassiveeffectonme.

Hehadabrushcutthatwasnicelytrimmed.

Mamatappedmyshoulder



"Stopstaringheisallyours(Gugulaughed)I

amnothappythatyouareleaving.Whydon't

youstayherewithme?YouknowIgetlonelyat

times"

"Iwillvisityoumoreoftenma"

"Givemehug,feelfreewhenyouneedanadvice

IwillguidebutIknowthatyourmomhasthe

wholewisdomintheworld"tearswere

streaminginmyeyes

"Iloveyouma"shewipedhertearstooDumi

huggedMa

"Whodied?Whyareyouwastingyourtears

urghwomenandtheirtears"hismotherslapped

him



"Whosesonareyou?"Dumilaughed

"Yoursmaletmecarrythebagsyouguysmay

continuewithyourdrama"

"Voesakwenaungazobhedala"wealllaughed.

Dumigavehisparentsmoneyandthegroceries.

Ididn'twanttoleaveanymoreIhadbondedso

muchwithmyinlaws.

WhenwegotinsidethecarSiyascreamed

"ByegogonoMkhululoveyou"theysmiledand

wavedback

"Soyouandmymotherarenowfriends..wow



I'mshocked"Igavehimanannoyedlook

"YouaregoingtobesorryDumi"

"HowsorryamIgoingtobe?"

"Verysorrylikesupersorry"

"Ican'twaittobesorry"Ilaughed

"Whydoyoualwaysturneachandevery

conversationintosomethingdirtyDumi?"

"Howdirtyismyconversation?"

"Superdirtyverydirty"



"IlikegettingdirtywithyouanywayImissed

you"

"Imissedyoumore,yoursonisalready

sleeping"

"Heistired"

HewasplayingMaskandiwellIenjoyedlooking

athimashesangalong

"Babystopsingingyouareruiningthissong.

Youcan'tsingthisisbad"

"IthinkIshouldgotoSouthAfricanIdols.

Imaginemesinging,youandSiyasupporting

me"



"Youwishshameyousingingthisisbad.

Peoplearegoingtolaughatme"

"WewillseeIbetyouwillfollowmearound

whenIwin"Ilaugheduntiltearscameoutofmy

eyes.Whatwasmakingmelaughmorewasthe

factofhowserioushewasandhowsternhis

voicewas.Whenwewerehalfway

JohannesburgItoldhimtostopthecar

ItwasnowdarkIranoutofthecarandvomited

Iwasn'tfeelingwell.

"Babyareyouok?"Hehandedmewater

"YesIamfineIguessthisfishisnotgoingwell

withme.



Wegothomeaftermidnight.HecarriedSiyato

thehouse.Weleftthebagsinsidethecarwe

weregoingtotakethemoutthefollowingday.

IthrewmyselfonthebedIwassotired.

WhenIwokeupintheearlyhoursofmorning

Dumiwasinbetweenmylegshewascoming

Hesmiledlikeastupid

"Dumididyoureallyhavetodothat?"

"Goodmorningbaby"hetriedkissingmeI

pushedhimaway

"Morningbreathe"



"Iwantyoulikethat"Ikissedhimback.Hetried

playingwithmynipplesIstoppedhim

"StopDumitheyaresore"hesqueezedmybutt

smiling.

Hecarriedmetothebathroom

"WhichpartofIamtireddon'tyouunderstand?"

"SpeakinZuluIwillunderstand"

"Hhayisuka"hespankedmyasslaughinghe

wasaddictedtoit

"ImissedyouMaNdaba"

AfterbathingIwenttothekitcheneverything

wasamess



"Dumiwhenwasthelasttimeyoucleaned

here?"

"Uhmyesterdaybaby"

"YouarelyingDumi"

"Thedaybeforeyesterday"

"Youarestilllying"

"LastweekIamnowbeinghonest"

Ihuffedgoingtothebedroom.Hisclotheswere

nearlyemptyinthewardrobethismanwas



seriouslykiddingme.Itookallhisdirtysocks

andclothestothebathroom

"Youwillwashdishesallofthemandcook"

"Yesmam"hepackedallthedirtyplatesinone

bigdishandstartedwashingthem.Iscrubbed

thetilesandthewallstheywerenowbrown

white.

Siyawokeuparoundaround12helooked

exhausted

"BabaIamhungry"

Dumimadehimasandwich



"ComeandeatMangethe"

"Goandbrushyourteethfirst"Iaskedhim

softly

"okMaNdaba(Gugugavehimthewarning

look)Goodmorningmama"

"GooddaySiya"hesmiledhehaddimplestoo

likehisfather

"Owit'salreadynoon"

"Noevening"Dumiresponded.Ijustlaughed

shakingmyheadmyhusbandwasaspecial

case



Ihadforgottentosubmitmyassignment.I

quicklywenttomylaptopandtypedit.I

submitteditaftertwohours.

IthadbeenamonthsinceIcameback

MaKheswaandIusedtospeakeveryday.

Thandosentmeamessagesayingthatshe

wasoutsidemyhouse

Iopenedthegateforher

"Thandomylove"

"HeyGuguhowareyou?"ItookSamishe

screamed

"Takeyouruglydaughterwhyisshecrying?"

"Itcouldbethatyouareuglyapparentlylike

thingsrepel"Ilaughedpouringsomejuicefor



her

"YouarecrazywenaThando"Ihandedhermy

laptopshowingherthedifferentpicturesofthe

venuewecouldchooseformywedding

"WhichoneisniceThando?Youneedtohelp

measmymaidofhonour"

"Ipreferthishall,Ilovehowgreenytheoutside

is.Doyouseetheflowersoutsidethishall.

Eventherocksandtheminiwaterfallsarejust

breathtakingandamazing"

"Iwillcallthemtomorrow,Ialsoloveit"

"Whereisyourhandsomehusband?"



"Hewenttowork,howistheuglydoctor"

"Heisbusymakingmoneyforhisbeautiful

wife"welaughedwakingSamiupwhowas

alreadysleeping

"ChaimbiLentoyakhoifananoyise"

"UqalilewenaGuguuyabhedayazi"

"Wewillgofordressshoppingtomorrow.Ijust

can'tbelievethattwomonthsdownthelineI

willbewalkingdowntheaisle"

"Believeithoney,twomonthsonly.PLUSyou

aregainingweight"



"Ihavestarteddietingmystomachhastobe

flat"

"Shisantombi"

"Howfarwiththeinvitationcards?Arepeople

responding?"

"IwillaskSollyIhopehehassenthalfofthem"

"Ihopesotoo"
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Samistartedcryingthisbabywasgoingtogive



usaheadache

"Whydon'tyouchangeherdiaper?Maybeshe

hasmessedup"

"Youareright,whereisSiya'sroom?"

"Gostraightwiththatpassagetheroomonyour

left"

"Surethanks"

Thebellrangitwasalready4pmItwasSiyaand

histransport

"Mamamamaopenthegate"Iwentout

laughing

"Soyoumissedmethatmuch"



"Yesmommy"Ipickedhimuphegotoffme

running

"AuntyThandoauntyThando"

"Heymyboyhowareyou?"

"Goodyouaunty?HowisSami?"

"Sheisgood,Samigotoyourbrother"Sami

giggledgoingtoSiya

Icookedpapandmeatforeveryone.Ieven

dishedsomefoodforThando'shusband.

"NowonderDumimarriedyou.Womanyoucan

cookshame"

"It'snotonlythat(lickingherlowerlip)it'smore



thanthatfriend"

"OhmyGodDumiwhatdidyoudotomysweet

friend"

"Iguessit'spartofgrowingupdon'tyouthink

so?"

Shelaughed

"IamsodonewithyouJesusChrist,(herphone

rang)husband..Iamjustleaving..okIwilldo

thatIloveyoutoo"

"WhatwasMubizasaying?"

"UgangangamiweehGugungiyakukhuzanjalo

isokalamilelo(stopmessingupwithmethatis

mysoulmate)"webothlaughed



"TellhimIwillvisithimsoon.Ireallymissyou

guys"shestooduppacking

"Aslongasyoudosleepover"westoodup

"AslongasDumicomeswithme(bothlaughing)

heismyteddybear"IcalledSiya

"Madidyoucallme"

"Yesmysonlet'spray"weheldhandsand

prayed.ThankingGodforblessinguswitha

blissfulday.

IusedtopraywithSiyabecauseIbelievedthat

asaparentyoushouldteachyourchildthe

waysoftheLordataveryyoungagesothat

whentheyareoldtheywillneverdepartfrom

thewaysoftheLord.Whenwewereleaving

DumiwasgettingparkingoutsidethegateSiya



rantohisfather.Hecameoutofthecar

carryingplastics

"Thandomehlomadalauzifihlekephi(it'sbeen

longwherehaveyoubeen?)"Thandolaughed

"KahleZwaneIamalwayshereandIhardlysee

you"

"Thankyouforvisitingusungikhonzele

kuGatsheni(greetyourhusbandforme).Wewill

visityounextweekend"

"Ungasibambisiolukantulo(don'tmakeempty

promises)"

"Ipromise,IwillwakeupearlyandbathSiyaby



myself"wealllaughed

"OkSbalibye"

"Travelsafe,byeSamimybeautifuldaughter

inlaw"IlaughedThandomumbledsomething

"UyaphaphaGugu"

Wealllaughed.Shedroveawayitwasalready

dark.WhenIturnedaroundIfoundDumi

lookingatme

"Goodeveningmybeautifulwife"

"Babakhehowareyou?"Hekissedme



"Imissedyou"

"Imissedyoutoo"

"Babawhatareyoudoinginthedark?ComeinI

wanttoshowyousomething"

Wewalkedinsidethehouse,Itookwarmwater

andwashedhishands.

Iwarmedhisfood.WhenhewasdoneeatingI

washedthedishes.

Weprayedandwenttobedearly.Dumihada

problemofnotknowinghowtosleep.Hewas

veryclingy



"DumiIwon'tgoanywherepleasegiveme

spacetobreath"

"NoIwanttofeelyou"

"HhayikeIamconfusednowIhavetowakeup

tired.Dumiyouarebig,lookathowbigyour

armis"hegroanednowhislegwasontopof

me.Thebestthingtodowastobequiet.

WheneverIarguedheusedtoputhiswhole

bodyontopofme.

The5amalarmrangIgotoffthebedandwent

downstairstocleanandmakebreakfast.Dumi

wokeuparound6andwokeSiyaup.They

bathedtogether.Iwasfeelingabitdizzy,the

nextthingtodowastovisitDrMdlalose

somethingtoldmethatIwaspregnant.The

thoughtofitmademegiddy.



"Goodbyebabyseeyoutonight"hekissedme

andgrabbedmyass

Siyakissedmycheek

"Loveyoumommy"

"Loveyoumoremyboy"

Itookaquickbathanddecidedtowearmy

floralsummerdress,Itookmysunglassesand

worethem.

IdrovetomyDoctorIgottherearound10am

Thereceptionistspoketomesoftly



"Howareyouma'am?"

"Goodsisiwena?"

"Good"

"IsDoctorMdlalosearound?"

"Yesbutsheisfullybooked"DrMdlalosegot

outofherassessingroomlaughingwith

anotherclient

"MissNdabahowareyou?"

"UrghIamnotfineanymore.Yourreceptionist

tellsmethatyouarefullybooked"

"Donotworryjustfollowme"Itookmybagand

followedher.



"Youmaysitdown"

"ThankyouDoc"

"WhatiswrongMissNdaba?'

"Ihavebeenhavingsymptomsofapregnant

person.IjustwanttoconfirmwhetherIam

pregnantornot."Thethoughtofhavinganother

babywasmakingmesmile

"Okyoumaygototheotherroomandurinate

insidethisbasin"IstoodupanddidwhatIwas

toldtodo.

Sheusedsomepregnancytestersfiveofthem

camebacknegative.



"HowcometheyarenegativeDoc?Ihavebeen

feelingdizzyandnauseouslately"

"Rememberyouusedtousepillsnowyouare

usinganinjection"

"Wellyesbutwhatdoesithavetodowithme

havingallthesesymptoms"

"WellMissNdabawhatishappeningtoyouisa

symptomofshiftingmethodsyouneedtopay

attentiontothem.It'srelativelycommonasan

earlysideeffectofthecombinedpilldueto

estrogeninteractionwiththestomach.These

symptomsincludefeelingdizzy,nauseousand

yourbreastsbecometender"

"OksoIamnotpregnant?Iwanttobesure"



"YesIamsureandalsoyourperiodswill

becomeveryheavy"

"ThankyouDoctor"

"Iwillwriteyouaprescriptionofthemedication

youcanbuy.(Smiling)doyouwanttohavea

babyMaNdaba"

"NotatallMdlalose(fakingasmile)iyobuye

ibonanethistimewithanappointmentof

course"shelaughed

"Iwillholdyoutothat"

"Ipromise"

Iwalkedoutandsettledmypayments.



IboughtthemedicationthatMdlalosehad

prescribedformeatclicks.Disappointmenthad

nothingonhowmyfeelingswereallover.Iwas

deeplyhurt.

WhenIgothome,IcookeddinnerIwasn't

feelingwellbothemotionallyandphysically.

Siyacamehomearound5hewasinajolly

mood

"Mommyareyougood?"

"Yessongoandbath.Yourpyjamasontopof

thebed"

Dumicameearlierthanusual



"Goodeveningbaby"

"EveningZwane"hecamebehindme

"Areyougoodbaby?Yourmoodisjustfoul"

"PleasedishforSiyaandyourselfIwanttolie

downIamnotfeelingwell'

"Iwilljoinyouassoonaspossiblebaby"

Idrankmytabletsandslept.

"Babywakeupwhatiswrong?Whereareyou

feelingthepain?"

"Dumileavemealone"hegotoffthebedand

switchedonthelights



"Youwillwakeupnowandwearegoingtotalk

thatleavemealonenonsensewon'twork.The

mostimportantthinginthisrelationshipis

communication.Wakeup"Iopenedthecovers

andleanedontheheadboard

"BabyIamnotfeelingok.Myheartisbroken"

hegotclosertomeandhuggedmeasmysobs

gotlouder

"Talktomemyangelwhohurtyou?whoshould

Ikill?"

"NoonewellIthoughtIwaspregnant,Iamnot

thepregnancytestscamebacknegative.I

mighthavenotbeenreadyforanotherbabybut

Iwasjustexcitedbut.."hekissedme

"Donotworryaboutthatbaby.Wearegoingto



bepregnant,doyouwantustostartwiththe

practicalsnow"webothlaughed

"Pleaseholdmebaby"

Acceptingthatwewerenotpregnantwasn't

easyformebutDumiwasverysupportive,he

wasmysupportsystem.

Weekspassedweweresohappy,Ihadmoved

backhome.MydresswasexactlythewayI

wantedittobe,mystomachwassuperflat.

Dumihadboughtmeanexpensiveringitsurely

costedafortune.

Thandowalkedintomyroomwearingnothing

"Wakeupwehaven'tshoppedfortheparty"

"IamsohappyThandoGodhasbeensogood

tome,haveyouseenhowmycousinsdance"

Shegrinned"Dumi'sfriendsarenaughtyhave



youseenhowtheymakeyourcousinsblush

whentheypractice"

"NoIhaven'tseenthem,arethedressesin

ordereventheirshoes"

"Yesma'am,moveyourasslet'sgoandbath"

"Soyouwanttobathwithme?"

Shelaughed

"It'snotlikeIhaveneverseenyounaked.Iknew

younakedbeforeDumitappedit.Moveitwena

Gugu"webothlaughed

Maweshouted

"Doesmyhouselooklikeatarven?Isthisabar?

Shutupandbehave"welaughedather



"Mawegoodmorning"

"Heygirls,letmeloveandleaveyouIneedto

finalisewiththecateringcompany"

Afterbathingwedrovetothemall.Weshopped

forthepartyMawewasagainstitbutweforced

hertoagreewithsomuchblackmailing.

Weshoppedandboughtbikinisforeveryone

whowasgoingtoattendmybacheloretteparty.

Thedayofthepartycame.Dumikeptoncalling

mesayingthathemissedme.

Hisfriendswerealsothrowingabachelor's

partyforhim.



Wewereallwearingbikinis,wedidn'tconsume

anyalcoholsincewewereallsaved.

"GugupassmethatcreamIwanttoshowyou

something"thatwasSindiso'swifethegossiper

"Okmylove"Igaveittoher

"Lieonthefloor,(Gugulieddown)youshould

poursomecreamonhismemberandlickit.

Likethis(Gugulaughed)don'tbeaboreGugu.

Carryitwhenyougotoyourhoneymoon"

everyoneintheroomlaughed.

ThandogavemeapresentwhenIopenedit

wasasexylingeriethathadamininightdress

whichwasaseethrough

"Bukababywhenyougotohimyoubetter

catwalk.Instructhimtolieonthebed.Bein

controlbesatisfiedandsatisfyhim.Whenheis

angryatyouholdhisballsandbedirtywithhim,

sexsoftensamanithasworkedformeand



others"wealllaughed

Ntandostoodupandtookwinefromthefridge

"Ntandohowdidthewinegetinsidethishouse"

shehadsurelyshockedme

"ChillGugunothingwillhappen,SiphokaziandI

aregoingtotakecareofthisbaby"Ilookedat

Siphokazishejustlookedaway.Afterdrinking

theirwinetheystartedspeakingaboutdirty

thingsIswearIlaughed.Bythewaytheyspoke

Irealisedthatmysexgamewasonnegative

twentybutDumihadnevercomplained.We

sleptaround3inthemorning.

"Mantombazane(girls)wakeupnow.Hey

(pullingtheblanketsawayfromthem)wakeup

orIwillpourcoldwateronyouaskGugushe



knowsmebetter"wealljumpedIwasfeeling

sleepy

"MaweIamthebrideIneedmybeautysleep"

"IsaidnotothepartybutyouthoughtIwastoo

oldnowyouwillsuffertheconsequencesof

yourstubbornness"Icheckedthetimegoingto

lockmyselfintheotherroomitwas6am.They

knockeduntiltheygaveup.

Iwokeuparound9Iwasfeelingfresh.

Everyonewasalreadyready

"Guguyouarenowoldstopbehavinglikea

child.Youwantmetofollowyouaround.You

aretryingtoruinmymoodyouwon'tlikethe

othersideofme.Iwillbeatyouupnow"



everyonelaughedIshruggedmyshoulders.I

wantedtolaughsobadbutIstoppedmyself.

Shehadneverlaidherhandonme.Soitwas

goingtobesomethingnewtome.

"IamreallysorryMaweIloveyou"

"Mhmgoandbathyourhairstylistisalready

here"

Isoakedmyselfinthewater,sheknockedas

always

"Timeistickinghurryupisn'titthatyoulike

sleeping"

"IamalmostdoneMawe"



"Don'ttellmethatnonsensecomeoutnow"I

didthefinallytouchupsandgotoutofthe

bathroom

Thandoandmybridemaidslookedbeautiful.

Thandohelpedmetowearmydress.Itwasa

mermaidgownthatslightlyexposedmyback.

Mystilettosweresilvergreytheymademylegs

tobesexy.

Theyfixedmyhairandmymakeupwason

pointIlookedreallybeautiful.

"YoulookbeautifulMaNdaba(crying)Iwish

yourmotherwasheretoseeyou"Mawecried

Mysisterswerecryingbesideme.

"YoulookbeautifulMaNdabamayGodbless

yourmarriage.Weddingisfortheday.Marriage



isforalifetime.I'mnotgoodinadvisingyou

aboutmarriagebecauseIfailattimestoo"Busi

cried

"IwillalwaysbehereforyoumylittlesisterI

believethatwhatGodhasblessednomancan

break.MaweandBusiwillalwayssupportyou.

Let'sholdhandsandpray"weprayed.Thecars

werealreadyhootingoutside.IncludeGodin

everythingyoudo

"Umakotingowethu,ngowethungempela.

Uzosiphekelaasiwashelesiyavuma"people

weresinginganddancing.Wegotinsidethecar.

ItwasMawe,mysistersandThando.Myuncles

werealreadyatMalborogardens.

Thedecorationwasbreathtakingitwas

surroundedbynature.Mawepowderedmy



nose.Thandohelpedmegetoutofthecar.My

oldunclefinishedsmokingandcametous

"UmuhleMaNdaba"

"Thankyouunclehowareyou?"hewasoneof

thepeoplewhosupportedus.

"GoodIamsohappyforyouMaNdaba"

"ThankyouBaba"Thandowasbehindme

holdingmygown.

"Wearefinallyherebepatientmydaughter

marriageisnoteasybutworthit"

"Iwillbaba"

"Makeusproud"Igiggledshyly



Thesongplayedaswewerewalkingdownthe

aisle

"Theydon'tknowwearetalkingaboutwalking

untiltheend.Theydon'tknowwhathappened

whenwefell.ThatiswhenyousaidIcouldkeep

it.Noyourheartismine,IfyouleaveIamalso

leaving.Iwillneverletyougoawayfromme"

thissongmademecry.Iwassoscaredtolook

atDumi.MyeyesmovedtoSiyawhowason

thefrontrowlookinghandsome.

MyunclehandedmetoDumiwhowascrying

ohGodsuchanegomaniaccryinginfrontof

everybody

"TakecareofherZwane"

"IwilldothatNdaba"helookedatmeand



whispered

"Youarebeautifulbaby.Ithoughtyouhad

ditchedme"Ilaughed

ThePastorprayed

"Beforewecontinueisthereanyonewho

doesn'twantustocontinuewiththiswedding?

Ifthereispleaseraiseyourhandorforeverhold

yourpeace(nooneraisedtheirhands)let's

openourbiblesonEcclesiastes4v12though

onemaybeoverpoweredtwocandefend

themselves.Acordofthreestrandsisnot

quicklybroken.(Hepreached)thosewhoare

holdingtheringspleasecomeandjoinus.(He

tooktheringsandprayedforthem)Dumisani

Zwaneyoumaystartwithyourvows"Dumitook

thering

"IstillremembertheveryfirstdayImetyou.I



chasedyouhighandlowyoukeptonrejecting

meuntilyoubecamemine.Ibelievedthatone

dayyouweregoingtobemine.Youlovedme

withmyflaws.(Hisvoicebreaking)wehave

beenthroughalotinthepastyears.WhenIgot

intoanaccidentyounevergaveupyouprayed

forme.Myfearistoloseyou.Ichooseyouto

benootherthanyourselfLovingwhatIknowof

you.Ipromisetobewithyouinsicknessor

health,beingpoororrich.Forbetterorfor

worse,intearsandinlaughter.Iwillrespectand

honoryoualways.WiththisringIgiveyoumy

heart.Ipromisetorememberthatneitherone

ofusisperfect.Butstrivetoremindmyselfof

howperfectweareforeachother.Ipromiseto

betrustworthyandloyalmyhappiness.I

promisetoprotectandloveyoualone.I

DumsaniZwanetakesyouGugulethuNdabato

bemylawfullyweddedwife"Thandokepton

wipingmytears



Icoughedabittryingtorejuvenatemyvoice

"Wehavebeenthroughalot.Iwillcelebrateand

laughwithyouintimesofhappiness,giveyou

hopewhenyoubecomehelpless.Holdyour

handintimesofsorrow.Iwilllove,honorand

confideinyoubecauseyouaremybestfriend.I

loveyoubecauseyoupushmetobethebestI

canbe.Iloveyoubecauseyoumakemefeel

appreciated,youmakemehappyyouannoyme.

IpromiseyouthatIshallneverwalkawayfrom

you.Iwilldieinyourlovingarms.Ichooseyou

forlife.Ipromiseyoumydeepestlove,my

fullestdevotion.Ipromisetobeyoursupport

system.Ipromisetobefaithful.Myheartisin

thesilverplatterforyou.WiththisringI

GugulethuNdabatakeyouDumisaniZwaneto

bemylawfullyweddedhusband"



"Withthepowergiventomebythestatein

authorityIdeclareyouhusbandandwifeyou

maykissyourbride.

Hepulledmeclosertohim"stopcryingIam

goingtokissthesejuicylipsnow"
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WeheardthePastorcoughing.Hestoppedand

lookedintomyeyes

"ItalwaysgetsbetterwhenIhaveyouinmy

arms."Ishylysmiledlookingaway

"MrZwanewereyouplanningtoleavenothing

forthehoneymoon?"thePastorwassmiling



Dumismiledlookingaway.Hewasveryshy

whenhewasaroundpeople.

Wewentoutsidetotakethepictures.

"Mommypleasecarryme"hewasnowpouting

likeaspoiltbrat

"Gotoyourunclemyboy,hewillgiveyoua

chocolate"

"Okmommy"heleftexcited.

Wewenttothedininghall.Everythingwasin

order.Mycakehadsevensteps,itwas

chocolateandvanilla,therewasafountain

whichwaspouringachocolatesauce.Mrs

Kunenehaddoneagreatjob.Fromthedresses

ofmybridemaidstothedecoration.Thecentre



pieceswerepurple,theyilluminatedthewhole

hall.IfonlyIhadinvitedOurperfectweddingto

witnessourbeautifulceremony.

Thefoodlookedmouthwatering.Thedesert

waseyecatching.Peopledishedfor

themselves.MawedishedforDumiandI.We

weresittingonthetablethatwasabitdistant

frompeople.

"YoulookbeautifulMaNdaba"

"IhavebeentoldthattellmesomethingthatI

don'tknow"helookedatmesmirking

"Wearegettingtoobigforourshoesdon'tyou

thinkso?"

"Mhnmreally?Ican'tfeelmyfeetIwanttobe



outoftheseshoes"helaughed

"Let'sgotothedancefloor"

"SincewhendoIknowhowtoDanceZwaneI

havetwoleftfeet?"

"Comeon"Istoodupandwenttothefloor.

Peoplemovedawayfromit.

IhadnothingonDumithemanknewhowto

dance.HedancedverywellIjuststoodthere

lookingathim.

Thandopulledme"Comelet'sshowthem

flamesGugu"wedidthestepthatweusedto

doinpraiseandworshipteam.

DumilookedatmesmilingIjustshruggedmy



shouldershewasgoingtoteasemeforthe

wholemonth.

Thebridemaidsandthegroomsmenwere

dancingreallywell.Siyawassleepingon

MaKheswa'slap.

TheMCstoppedtheDJandwenttothestage

"Goodafternoonpeople,Iamalsoincluding

thosewhoonlycamehereforfood,thereisstill

foodinthekitchen(everyonelaughed).Thank

youMrandMrsZwaneforinvitingusto

celebratethisbeautifulceremonywithyou.I

wouldliketocallBab'ZwaneandMakheswato

sharesomewisdomwiththisyoungcouple"

Myinlawsstoodup

Bab'Zwanewasthefirstonetotalk



"Ndodanayoutookagreatstep.Welcometo

fatherhoodohyouarealreadyafather

(Laughing)wellnowyouareaqualifiedand

justifiedfamilyman.Whatyoudomakesureit's

goodforyourfamily.Growingupyouusedtobe

aboywhothoughtaboutothersbeforeyou.

Mayyoutakeittoyourfamilytoo.Love

MaNdabathewaysheissupposedtobelove.

MaNdabawelcometotheZwanesforthethird

ifnot100times.Thankyou"

hehandedthemicrophonetoMaKheswa

"WelcometoourfamilyMakotiwepromiseto

loveandprotectyou.Dumiyoudidwellby

choosingthisbeautifulgirlwhowasskinny

beforeshemetyou.Lookathersheisnow

glowing(everyonelaughed)jokesasideDumi

worshipher,loveherandrespecther"theywent

awaytheMCtooktheMicrophone



"Aroundofapplauseforourelders,Ihopeyou

havelearntsomethingunmarriedmenifyou

findyourgirlfriendtinyfeedheruntilshe

becomesfat.MaSibiyaandThandomayyou

pleasecometothestage"MaweheldThando's

handstheycameforwardtearswerealready

hinderingmyvision

"Goodafternoontodaymarksawonderfulday

formydaughter(crying)Ican'tbelievethatshe

isnowsomeone'swife.Asaparentthemost

painfulstageinlifeistoseeyourdaughter

leavinghome,beingseparatedfromyou,her

goingtoanotherfamily.Atthesametimeyou

gethappythatshehasgrownold.Dumitake

careofmydaughterIhopethatinallthose

yearsyouwerewithheryouhavemasteredher

character.GuguIhavetaughtyoueverything

theballisinyourcourt.AboveallincludeGodin

everythingthatyoudo."Shehandedthe



microphonetoThando

"GuguandIhavebeenfriendsformorethat

12yearswemetatchurch.IamsohappythatI

amherewitnessingthisspecialdaywithher.A

weddinglastforadaybutmarriagelastfora

lifetimetheeldershavesaiditIloveyou."

Mysistershadflatlyrefusedtospeaktheysaid

theywerescared.

"Openeachandeverychampagneonthetable"

thisMCwasveryenergetic.Thesoundsof

champagnespoppingweremakingSiyato

laugh.

"Youhaveeatennowit'stimeforpresents,DJ

playSondelas'thandwa"



Peopleweregivinguspresentsandadvices

IwasnowyawningDumigotclosertome

whispering

"Ican'twaittotakeyououtofthisdress"

"Dumistop"helookedatmesmiling.

Wehadsomanypresents,therewastoomuch

moneyaswell.MaweandMakheswaleftwith

themoney.

SindisoandVumanitookthepresents.

Wewenttoourhouseweweregoingtoleave

thefollowingmorningforourhoneymoon.We

weretakingaflighttoCapeTown.Ourbags



werealreadypacked.

Ourflightwasleavingat12am.Sindisowas

droveustotheairport.IhadneverbeentoCape

Town,Iwasveryexcited

"BafoIhopeyouwillenjoy.Makotiplease

comebackwithalotofpictures"

"Iwilldefinitelydothatbrother"

TheyfistbumpedwithDumi.Wegotinsidethe

airportandcheckedin.

"Ihaveneverbeeninaplanebeforethisisso

excitingbaby"helaughed"ofcourseIamthe

onewhoteachesyoueverything(theyboth



laughed)rememberwhenItookyououtonour

firstdateyoudidn'tknowhowtouseforkand

knife"Islightlyslappedhim

"YouarelyingDumi,Iwantedchipsonly"he

raisedhisbrow

"Reallynow,Iknowthatdeepdownyouare

lying"

Wegotinsidetheplanehewasbusyblubbering

nonsense.

Theairhostessaskedustofastenourseat

belts.

BeingintheairwasverygreatIlookedatDumi

hewasbusysmiling.

"YoumakemehappyMaNdaba"



"YoutooZwane"

"It'susagainsttheworld"

"ObviouslybabywhoisMaNdabawithout

Zwane?"Helaughed

"Sheisazero,Idon'timaginemyselfwithout

youtoo"hekissedmyhand

"Metoobaba"Dumiwasveryaffectionate,he

lovedtouchingandkissingmeIguesshewas

obsessedwithme.

HeshookmeIopenedmyeyesIhadnot

realisedthatweweregoingtolandsoon.The

airhostessspokehernonsense.Withinfew

minuteswelanded.



AfterlandingDumiheldmyhandwewent

outsidesomethingwasturninginmystomach.

Ivomitedthiswholeflightgotmesick.

Wetookourbagsandleft.

"BabyIthinkweshouldtourandgotoourhotel

roomlater"

"ThatisagoodideaDumiweareherenowin

themothercityhey!"HespankedmybuttI

laughed

"Let'sgoandgetespressoswesurelyneed

energy"

"Okbaby"



IwaswearingmyBlueshortsandmyOrlando

piratesshirtwithmyblackallstars.Dumiwas

wearinghisblueJeans,hisBarcelonashirtand

sneakers.HehatedOrlandoPirates

wholeheartedlyhewastoleratingitformysake.

WegottoMuggnBeanIgotadoubleshotof

Esspresso

"ThatistoomuchcaffeineGugu"

"Youcandrinkyourmochachinnoandleavemy

Esspressoalone"heshookhishead.

Ourorderscame

"Babythisissobitter"



"Didn'tIwarnyouGugu"

"TheyburntthebeansZwane"hetastedithis

faceturnedsour

Heraisedhishandourwaitercamerunning

"ThisEsspressoissobitterthebeansareburnt

pleasebringmeanotherone.Iftheycan'tdoitI

willdoitonmyown"

Hewasgettingdramaticfornothing

"SorryaboutthatsirIwillbringyouanother

one"herushedgoingtothekitchen.

Theonehebroughtwaswarmerandtasty

"Thankyoubaby"

"PleasureGugu"hewasstillangryatme



Thetouringwaswhatweneededtoclearthe

tensionhegrabbedmybutt.

"Stopbabypeoplearelookingatus"

"Theywon'tdoanything"hesmiledandkissed

myforehead.

Wespentthewholedaytouring.Wegottoour

cabandwenttoourhotel.Wecheckedin,the

hotelhelperscarriedourbagstoourroom.

Aftereatingwetookabathandwentstraightto

bed.

My5amalarmrang,Iswitcheditoffandclosed

myeyesagain.



Theinhalationofcoffeewokemeup.Islightly

openedmyeyesavoidingthesunlightthatwas

reflectingdirectlyproportionaltomyside

"GoodmorningMrsZwane"hekissedme

"Morningbaby"Igotoffthebedandwentto

shower.Hejoinedmehelookedsexyanddirty

minded

Heclosedtheshowerandgotclosertome.I

rubbedhismanhoodwhichwasnowhard

"Gugustop"

"Mhmmwhatareyousayingbaby?"

Iwentdownonmykneesandgrabbedhiscock



whichwasalreadyleakingwithprecum

"WhatareyoudoingMaNdaba?"hegrabbed

myshowercapandthrewitaway.Mytongue

swirledalreadyhishead.

Hemoanedpullingmyhair,Ispatonitand

massagedhisballs.Iwasbusylickingand

suckinghismanhood.Icouldtellthathewas

goingtocomeanytimesoon.Mynailsduginto

hisbuttcheekshegroanedpouringhisseeds

insidemymouth.Ilickedhimclean.

Hepulledmeupkissingme

"Whotaughtyouthatbaby?Uhthiswasso

fuckenamazing"hismouthwenttointomine.

Hisfingerstracedmywetcookie.Hisfingers

weregoinginandoutofme.Iwasgoingtotear

apartreallysoon.Icameveryfastandveryhard,

Iwasnowpowerless.Heopenedthetapand

bathedme.HethencarriedmetobedIreally



wantedtotakeanap.

Itwasnowthelastdayofourhoneymoon.I

tookmylingerieandmynightdressfrommy

back

"Babywhereareyougoing?"

"Justgoandlieonthatbedandforgetabout

therest"

"UhmbutIwanttocomewithyou"

"DumsaniZwanelistenforoncepleas"

"Mhn"

Ilockedthetoiletandchangedintomynight

dressandlingerie.WhenIopenedthedoorhis



eyeswidened

"Doyoulikewhatyousee?"

"NoIfuckenloveit"Icatwalkedtothebed.He

pulledmemetohim

"StopI'mtheleaderhere"

"Ican'tkeepmyhandstomyself"Ipushedhim

downandhelpedhimtoremovedhisclothes.

HeismagnificentcockwasalreadyIpositioned

intomycore.Thiswasnotgoingwellwithmeit

washittingmywomb.Imovedmywaistandhe

wasgroaningwithinaminuteIwasnow

underneathhim



"Dumiyouarenotfairand..."heshutmeup

withakiss.Hewasgrindingandslamming

insideme.Iwasthisclosethenhepulledout

andblewmycookie.Helickedit..hisfingers

brushedtheouterpartofmycore.Heslammed

insidemeandsentmeovertheedge.Hetried

toaskforanotherroundIrefused

"Youbrokemybackbaby"

"Iamgoingtobegentle"

"NoDumi"
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Helookedatmeandgroaned.Theadvicethat

myauntygavemeaboutpretendingcame,I

brusheditoff.IfIdidn'twantsomethingIwas



nevergoingtodoit.

"Babyonemoretimeplease"Ifacedtheother

sideandrested.

Wewokeupearlythenextmorningwehad

bookedamorningflight.

"Thankyoufordoingthisformebaby.Thiswas

perfectIloveyouZwane"hekissedmy

forehead

"Iwoulddoiteverytime.Thankyouforloving

meandthankyoufortheamazingtime"I

grinnedIknewwhathewasthinkingaboutto

behonestDumiwasasexfreak.Ifitwas

accordingtomeIwasgoingtohavesexoncea

week.



WegotinsidetheplaneIimmediatelysleptmy

backwasverysore.ItwasDumi'sfault.

Hewokemeupwhenwewerelanding

"YoulovesleepingMaNdaba"

"Mybackissoreandit'syourfault"hegrinned

"Iwillmassageyouwhenwegethome"

"NothankyouIknowhowyourmassagesend"

"IfthatisthecasethenIamnotfeelingsorry

foryou.Whorejectssomethingthatisforfree?

Somethingthatisgoingtobenefitthem"



"I'mnothavingthatconversationwithyouever

again.Youcanshoveyourofferintothe

dustbin"webothlaughed.

WhenwegothomewefoundMawewatching

Tv.Wehadleftherinourhouse

"Welcomebackmychildren"

"Sanibonama"Dumiremovedhiscapandsat

onthecouchthatwasabitfarfromMawe

"Iamnotgoingtoaskifyouenjoyedyour

honeymoonornot"IwentandsatnexttoMawe

andlaidmyheadonherlap.Dumiwaslooking

downshyly.



"MawemybackissoreIneedamassagemy

backissore"shelaughedmovingmyhead

awayfromher.

"GuguloveyourselfIamwarningyou"myeyes

movedtoDumiwhowasplayingwithhis

fingers,thesituationwasgettingawkwardfor

him.

"DumimysonyoumaygoandseeSiyaheis

sleeping"

"OkMaIwilldothatnow"WhenheleftI

laughed

"Guguyouarecrazywhydidyoudothattoyour

husband?Youraimwastomakeitawkwardfor

himtotalktome.YouareevilIgiveup"I

laughed

"YouaremymomIwanttotalktoyouwithout



anyonedisturbingme."Shelaughed

"Letmepackmybags,Ineedtogethome

beforeitgetsdark"

"NoMaweyouwillleaveFriday"

"Youarenewlywedsyouneedtospendtime

togetherwithoutanydisturbance"

"Okgotomorrowthen"

"Okletmegoandcookmysoninlawistired"

"WearebothtiredMawe"

"YouarelazyGugu"Ilookedatherlaughing

"Onlywhenyouarearound"



AfterdinnerIsleptwithMaweImissedheralot

Dumikeptonsendingmemessagessaying

thatIshouldcometobed.

MaweleftthefollowingdayDumiwasvery

excitedIwishIknewwhatwasexcitingabout

that

"WhyareyouhappyallofasuddenZwane?"

"Inowhavethefreedomtowalkaroundnaked.

Iwillevenkissyouwithoutanyrestrictions"

"MyGodwondersshallneverend"myphone

rangitMaKheswa

"GooddayMaunjani?"



"IamgoodnganekaNdabahowareyou?"

"IamgoodMaiseverythingalright"

"Can'tamothercalltocheckonherdaughter"I

laughedMakheswawasconniving

"Thankyoumomyoursonistroublingmehere.

Heisfollowingmearoundlikealostpuppy"she

laughed

"Hisfatherwaslikethatbackinthedays.How

wasCapeTown?"

"CapeTownwasboringyoursonisnot

romantic(Dumiwidenedhiseyesastonished)I

wishIhadgonetoDurbanwithyou"she



laughedmore

"Thatboyisstupid(whispering)likethatperson

weoncespokeabout"IlaughedtobehonestI

didn'tknowwhoshewastalkingabout

MaKheswahadgossipedaboutalotofpeople.

SomeIknewsomeIdidn't.Someweredead

somewerestillbreathing.

"DidyougettheparcelIsentyou?"

"YesmydaughterthankyoumayyourGodkeep

youhappy.KissSiyaformeandslapDumifor

me"

"ThankyoumompleasegreetBaba"

"Iwill,byethewhitepersonhasspokensaying

thatIamleftwithaminute"Ilaughed



"ByemaIwillcallyousoon"

"Mhmm"

IlookedatDumi

"Goandcheckonyoursonyoubusylookingat

mesmilingamIsellingsweets?"helaughed

andpulledmetohim

"IloveyouMaNdaba"

"IloveyoumoreMangethe"

"Awuzwekengiqabuledaliwamithambolami

lekentucky(thusexactlywhatIwanttohear

kissmemyKFCbone)"Ilaughedsomuchthat

mytearswereinthevergeofcomingout



"NgiyakuvumaZwane.Igiveupyoushould

attendromanceclassesbecauseyouarefailing

dismally"

"YouarebruisingmyegoMANDABA"Ilaughed

moreuntilSiyacameoutoftheroomangry

"BabaIamhungry"helookedatme

"Howareyoumommy?"

"Iamgoodandyoumyboy"

"Good"helookedathisfatherhewantedDumi

tocarryhim.Ijustlookedasideavoidingto

shout.Hecarriedhimasusual.



IwasneverreadyforthisdaySiyawasfinally

graduatingIwasgettingallemotional

"Areyoucryingbaby?"Dumiwasholdingmy

hand

"NoI'mlaughing"

"Yourwayoflaughingisdifferentit'sactually

scaryifyouaskme"Iremovedmyhandfrom

hisembrace.Dumihadadegreeofannoying.

Wewenttoschooltoseeoursongraduate.He

waswearinghissmartsuitandthegown.We

tookalotofpictureswithhim.Hewasgoingto

gradeone.

WhenhisfirsttoothcameoutDumigavehima

note.Iwasreallyangry.Whodoesthat?He

shouldhavegivenhimcoins.



Ithadbeenfouryearssincewegotmarried.It

stillfeltlikewewereonthehoneymoonstage.

HecaredformyneedsandSiya'sneeds.I

couldn'twaittograduate.

"Wakeywakeymylove"whenIopenedmyeyes

hishandsomefacewasdirectlyproportionalto

me

"Heybaby"

"Happyanniversaryangelface"heknewhow

muchIhatedthatpettyname

"Dumi"Igroanedgettingoffthebed.Iwas

headingdownstairs



"Guguwhereareyougoingwearinglikethat?"

"Tothekitchenofcourse"

"youarecrazy"heranaftermeandpickedme

up.Hethrewmeontopofthebedandlocked

meinsideourbedroom.

Iwasnowforcedtousethebathroominour

bedroom.Aftersoakingmyselfinsidethewarm

waterwhichhadbathingsalts.Idecidedto

wearmypeachdresswhichcomplementedmy

sunskinnedskinwell.Iwasdarkincomplexion

Siyawaslightskinned,hehadhisfather's

complexion.Mysonhaddimpleshehad

nothingthatshowedpeoplethatIwashis

mother.PeopleoftenaskedifDumirejected

SiyawhileIwaspregnant.Youdoknowthe

Africanbeliefthatsayswhenamanrejectsa



childwhilethemotherispregnantthebabywill

lookexactlylikehim.

WherewasSiyawhenIneededhimtorescue

me.ThenDumidecidedtosendmeamessage

"Whatareyouwearing?"

"Areyoukiddingme?"

"Weareleavingbye"

"IamsorrybabyI'mwearingmypeachdress"

"OkI'mcomingupnow.Wearyoursilver

stilettos"

"OkZwane"



Aftertwohoursofbeinglockedinsidethe

bedroomhefinallyopenedthedoor.

"YoulookbreathtakingMaNdaba"

"AreyouflatteringmeZwane?Areyoutryingto

bribeme?Iamnotforgivingyou"hefollowed

melaughingeverythinginthatman'sworldwas

ajoke.

"Mommy"

"HowareyouSuperman?"

"Goodandyoumommy?"

"Iamgood,whatdidyoueat?"



"Iateoats,openthemicrowaveyourbreakfast

isthere"WhenIopenedthemicrowaveDumi

hadmademethemealthathemademewhen

wefirstmet.Iturnedaroundandsawhim

foldinghisarmsIbrokedown.WhenGodsaysI

shallmoveyoufromonegloryintoanotherhe

isnotlying.

Wemovedfromoneroomhouseintoahuge

house.ThatiswhenyouseethatGodwillnever

forsakeyou.

Hekissedmyforehead

"YoulovedmewhenIwasnothingandyoustill

loveme.IamgratefulMaNdabaforsticking

withme.Againstalloddsyoustoodbyme"



"ThisissobeautifulZwanethankyou"

"WearegoingtoRosebankmallgetyour

handbag,Siyawearyourshoeswearegoingto

spoilmommy"

Wespentthewholedayshipping.Iwasahappy

wife.

SiyaandIwenttochurchearlierthanusual.We

werehavingachurchconference.Myold

churchmembershadvisitedourchurch.

MawewassittinginthefrontrowIsatnextto

her.SiyawenttoSundayschool.

"Mawehowareyou?"



"GoodyouGugu"

"Iamgood"

"Iamsoworriedwhenareyougettingpregnant?

Siyaneedshislittlesister"

"NotanytimesoonIhaveallthetimeinthe

world.NextmonthIamgraduatingMawe"she

smiled

"Keepmakingmeproudbutdon'tneglectyour

householdMaNdaba"

"Iwon'tneglectitMawe,letmegoandjointhe

musicteam"



Wepractisedforthelasttime,Thandohadthe

vibefordays.Samiwasnowoldshehadgrown

tobebeautiful.

Thetimefortheservicestarted.Thandoand

theothergirlsstartedwithpraisesongs.People

weredancingfortheLord.

Itwasnowmyturntoleadmyeyeslandedon

Lizwiwhowaswithhiswifeshewaspregnant

again.Thiswomanwasababymakingmachine

notthatIwasjealous.

"Greetingstothecongregation,asweareabout

toworshipmayyoupleaseopenyourheartfor

theLord.Lethimconsumeyou.HeisthegreatI

am,themightywarriorIwillsingkonke

kuyenzeka"



Withinfewminuteseveryonewasalreadyinthe

spirit.

Tongueswerebeingspoken..Godwasmoving

inamightyway.

WhenweweredoneworshippingmyoldPastor

ascendedtothestage

"AmenBazalwane(everyonesaidAmen)it's

goodtoseeyousisterGugu.Wemissyouat

homePastorMkhizepleasereleasemy

daughtershehastogobackhomewithme

(everyonelaughed)it'ssogoodtobehere.I

wouldliketotalkaboutthepowerofGod.When

youarechildofGodyoushallforeverbe

protected.WhenGehazipanickedafterseeing

thearmythatwassurroundingthemElisha

prayedsayingGodopenhiseyesforgreater

arethosewhoarewithus.Thattheoneswho



areagainstus.Congregationyouareblessed,

youarefavoredthechallengesyoufacetoday

andthebattlesyouaregoingthroughare

nothingcomparedtothejoythatiscomingon

yourway.Everybodysayamen"

Thesermonwasverypowerful.Ilovedhowthe

wordofGodhadanimpactonme.

Thedayformygraduationcame.Iwasso

excitedMawehadboughtmeabibleasa

present.

Idecidedtowearmyblackdressandmaroon

shoes.Dumiwascarryingmygown

"YoulookbeautifulMaNdabaalongwithyour

beautifulfaceyouhavebrains.Iamproudtobe

yourhusband"webothlaughed

"ThankyouforsupportingmeBabakheyou



havebeensupportingmesinceforever"

"Let'shurryupandgotothehalltheceremony

willbeginnow"

"IamnervousZwane"hekissedmyforehead

"Don'tbeafraidbabyIgotyou"

"Mhmm"

Theceremonybegannameswerecalled

WhentheycalledmynameIswearIscreamed

Iwalkedtothestagewithmyshouldershigh

yesIwasproudmotherandwife.GuguZwane

hadgraduated.

WetookalotofpictureswithMaweandDumi



WewentoutforcelebrationwithDumi

AboveallGoddeservedalltheglory.

Fivemonthslater...

DumioftenwenttoDurbanforbusiness.Iwas

usedtospendingmyweekendsalone.Ihardly

gotboredbecauseSiyawasentertainingme.

DumihadleftonFridaysayinghewasinDurban.

HecamebackonMonday

"Howareyoumywife?"

"I'mgoodandyouBabakhe?Youboughtme

chocolatesmhnmthankyou"

"Pleasureallminemybeautifulwife"



"YougoingtoDurbanworksforme.Ilovehow

youspoilmebaby.Anywayhow'smom"

"SheisgoodshesaidIshouldgreetyou"

"Ncoothussosweet,Siyaisinthebedroomhe

isbusywithhishomework"

"Iwillgoandcheckonhim"heleftmyphone

rang

ItwasMakheswa

"Mybeautifuldaughterhowareyou?"

"IamblessedandyouMa"



"Iamnotgoodyaziyourhusbandisaliar.He

keepsonsayingthathewillvisitusonFridays

buthedoesn't

WhenhedecidestocomenextFridayplease

comewithhimorhewon'tevenreachhome"I

laughednotbecauseitwasfunnybutbecause

Dumiwasmakingmefeellikeastupid.

"IwilldothatMa,pleasegreetBab'Zwanefor

me"

"Iwill,greetmygrandsonforme"Idroppedthe

call.Youdon'tmakeanydecisionswhenyou

areangry.Dumicametokitchenlaughing

"What'shappeningallofasuddenyouare

angry?"



"Dumiwhenyoulookatmewhatdoyousee?"

Helaughed

"Iseemybeautifuleducatedwife.Whereisthat

questioncomingfrom?"

"WherewereyouonFriday?"

"Homeofcourse"

"Macalledandaskedmetotellyoutostopwith

yourlies"

"IamsorrybabyIwaswithMxolisi"

"HowmanytimesdidItellyoutostopyour

friendshipwithMxolisi?Hebehaveslikeasmall

boy.Birdsofthesamefeathersflytogether"



"IwillneverdoanythingtohurtyouGugu"

"Ihopeso,Ihopewhateveryouaredoingwith

Mxolisiwon'tjeopardiseus"
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Helookedawaybitinghislowerlip

"IneedanswersDumi.Whydidyoulieto

me?amInotyourwife?AmInotyourbetter

half?"

"IloveyouMaNdabaIwouldn'tdoanythingto

hurtus"



"Ididn'taskthatDumiIamnotstupid.You

know(Dumi'sphonerang)answerit"

"It'snotimportantwearestilltalking"

"Dumiansweryourphone"hetookhisphone

avoidingeyecontact

"YesPhindile..theformsareonthetable.Tell

Muzitocheckifalltheluggageispacked..Do

notcallmeafterofficehours..good"

Apangofguiltwashedoverme.

"GuguIwouldn'tdoanythingtohurtyou.Trust

meforonceIdidamistakebeforeandIpaidfor

it.PleasemyloveIhavebeenagoodhusband



alltheseyears.WhatmakesyouthinkthatI

wouldhurtyou?Mxolisiwantedustogoand

watchthematch.Iknowthatyoudon'tlikehim

butheisgoingtobewithusforaslongaswe

live.Wearebusinesspartners"

"Iknowthatyouarebusinesspartnersbutstay

awayfromhimIhateeverythingaboutthat

man"Iwalkedawayfromthisconversationit

wasbringingthoughtsthatwerenotexisting.

WhenIgottoSiya'sroomhewassleepingon

topofhisbook.Icarriedhimtohisbedmyson

hadsleptwithouteating

Irusheddownstairsandmadedinner.

IdishedforDumiandSiya.Igottohisroom

"Boywakeup,Siyayouneedtowakeupand

eat"



"Nomama"Heclosedhiseyesagain.

Dumiwasstandingonthedoor

"Hedoesn'twanttowakeup?"

"Yeshewilleatinthemorning.Areyougoingto

Drophimoffatschooltomorrow?"

"Idon'tmindIwilldoitonmywaytotheoffice.

Whatareyoudoingtomorrowmorning?"We

walkedtothediningroom

"Iamgoingtoaninterview.It'sat8:30the

traffictoErasmiaisverybadIhavetoleave

early.IwillpassbySiya'sschoolandpickhim

up"



"Younevertoldmeanythingaboutjob

applicationsandinterviews."

"AreyouseriousDumi?Youarealwaysin

DurbaneveryFridayhowwasIsupposedtotell

youthat.Isn'titthatyourphonealwayshasa

deadbatteryforthreedays.Thisisnotcutout

forme"

Istoodupandwenttothebedroomhefollowed

me

"MaNdabayoushouldneverraiseyourvoiceat

meeveragain.Iamyourhusbandnotyourson

ok?"

"UntilwhenDumi?Dumiyouknowmebetter

thananyoneelse.IrepeatmystatementagainI

hopewhateveryouaredoingwon'tjeopardise



ourmarriage"Ichangedintomynightdress.

Hestoodtherelookingatme.Dumi'sbehaviour

wasscaringmeIwasn'tBusiwhobelievedthat

allmencheat.IfIweretofindhimcheatingI

wasn'tgoingtoforgivehim.

Hisheavybodywasnexttomine.Hetried

pushinghisfingersinsidemycookieIpinched

hishandswebothlaughed

"TrustmemakaSiyaIloveyoutoomuchtohurt

you"

"ItrustyouZwane"Heswitchedoffthelights

andwecuddled.

Hisalarmwokemeuphewasabusygoing

throughmyphone



"Youwillfindwhateveryouarelookingfor"he

laughedrevealinghissexydimples.Myman

wasafullpackageeverythingabouthimwas

attractiveexcludinghischildishbehaviour

"Ihaveironedyourdressandblazer.Youcan

weartheblackstilletostheywilllookgoodwith

thiscreamblazer"

"Thankyoubabyletmegoandbath.Didyou

makeSiya'slunchbox?"

"YesIhavealreadyfixedhisuniformtoo.Donot

worryaboutus"

"thankyoubaby"hespankedmyass



"Goandmakemeproud"

IBathedfastandrushedtothebedroombutt

naked.Iwasgoingtomopmymessafterthe

interview.Iwasrunningoutoftime.

"Allthebestbaby"

"ThankyouZwane"hegavemeonewetlong

kissthatsentchillstomyspine.

Thetrafficwasreallybad.Wheneverwegot

stuckinonepositionIwouldtakeoutmymake

upkitandputonmymakeup.

IgottoErasmiaontimeIwas20minutesearly.

Ilookedatmyselfonthemirroronemoretime.



Mystepswerefullofconfidenceandassurance

thatthejobwasmine.Isaidmylittleprayerand

walkedinsidethepremises.

Everyonewasdressedinformal.Therewere

threeIndians,twoblacksandtwowhites.Iwas

justhopingforthebest.

Iwasthelastonetobecalled,everyonegotout

angry.Myheartwasbeatingveryfast.Itwas

goingtocomeoutofmyribcageatanygiven

time

Itookmybagandwalkedinsidetheoffice.

ThereweretwoIndiansandonewhiteperson.

Thechancesofmegettingthejobwerelimited

Istoodthere

"GooddayMrsZwane"Ibowedalittle



"Gooddayhowareyou?"Theladyresponded

withanattitude

"Wearetiredtakeasitwedon'thavethewhole

day"

"Thankyouma'am"

"SoMrsZwanewheredidyouseeour

advertisement?"

"IsawitonInternet"

"WhoisGugulethu(withafunnyaccent)

Zwane?"

"SheisamarriedandaGodfearingwoman.



Sheisambitiousandgoalsdriven.Nothing

scaresher.Shebelievesinherself"theysmiledI

swearthereweremillionknotsinmystomach.

"Whatmakesyouthinkthatyouaretheright

candidateforthejob"

"Iamveryfocused,Iamahardworkeranda

goalgetter.NothingishardformeespeciallyifI

putmyhearttoit.Iamafastlearner.Iam

flexibleandhonest"

TheykeptonaskingmesimilarquestionsIwas

gettingboredbitbybit.

"ThankyouMrsZwaneifyouqualifiedforthe

positionyouwillhearfromuswithintwo

weeks"

"Thankyouverymuchenjoytherestofyour



day"

Thesunwasscorching,Iwalkedlazilytomyto

mycarandcalledDumihisphonerang

unanswered.Iwassecretlyplanningtoget

pregnant.Ihadstoppedwithmycontraceptives

.

IparkedinDumi'sspacewhichwasopposite

themallIwalkedtoKFCandorderedwrapsfor

us.

AftergettingmyorderIcatwalkedintothe

buildingMarthalookedatmesmiling

"MrsZwanehowareyou?"

"GoodyoumaZulu"



"Good,youcangothroughheisinside

(handingMarthaawrap)thankyouforthe

lunchMaZwane"

"Pleasurelove"

shelaughed.Iwentpastherareaandwent

throughthepassage.Mxolisipanickedwhenhe

sawme

"MaNdaba"Ididn'tevenlookathimthatishow

muchhedisgustedme.

Dumi'sofficewasslightlyopened.Hewasbusy

rollinghiseyesbecauseofthepleasurethathe

wasfeeling.Thewomanwasworshippinghim



"OhshitSihleyes...yourmouth....damn"

tearsfellonmycheeksIremovedmyheelsand

wenttothem.

"Dumiwhatareyoudoing?"Ihithisheadwith

myheeltheladyjustlaughedshelookedevil.

"Gugu.."

"Voesaksatan"Mxolisiwasleaningagainstthe

wallIthrewmyheelathim

"MaNdabawhatdidIdo?"

Myhandswereshakinghewasrunningafter

mefixinghistrousers.IdroveveryfastcryingI

nearlygotintoanaccidentwordswerefailing



me.

WhenIgottoDobsonvilleIparkedoutsideand

openedthegatescreaming

"Mawe..Mawe"shegotoutofthehousescared

"OhGugugetinsidewhodied?"

"Mawe..he..betrayedme"everythingwas

happeningsofast.Myheartwasbeatingvery

fastmakingithardformetobreathitoften

happenedwhenIwascryingorangry

"BreathMaNdababreathpleaseohmyGod.

Whathappened?"aftersomefewminutesmy

breathingwasbacktonormal

"MaweIamleavinghim"



"Whoareyouleaving?"

"Dumiheisadog.HeliedtomeaboutDurban,

heneverwentthereonweekendsbuthewas

busyvagabondingwithMxolisiwhohasfive

differentbabymothers"

"IamlisteningGuguwhathappened?"

"MaweDumiischeatingonmewithanothergirl.

She..shewassuckinghisthing(crying)Mawe

hewasenjoyingit.Thegirllaughedatme.He

brokemyheart,Iamnotgoingbackanymore."

"Guguwhydon'tyouhearhimoutfirst?"



"NoIamdonewithhimMawehehasdisgraced

me.IamnotBusiwhostaysforshit"

"Youwillnotspeakvulgar,Busiisolderthanyou

"

Iwenttomyroomandslept.Istillhadtheir

imagewhentheyweremakingout.Myheart

wasbrokenDumihadbrokenmyheart.Wasn'tI

goodenoughforhim?Thewomanwasn'tthat

beautiful..Shelaughedatme.Whenshesaw

meshesawastupid.Hottearswerecoming

outofmyeyes.Ihaduncontrollablehiccups.

Iwokeuparound6pm..ohGodIhadforgotten

Siya...

"MaweMawe!Ohshitmylifeissomessedup"

"Gugustopwithyourdirtylanguage"



"MaweIforgotSiyaatschool.Please

accompanyme,ohdearGodIhopemysonis

safe"Idroveveryfastpassingredrobots

"Guguslowdowndoyouwanttogetuskilled"

WhenWegotoutsidetheschoolgatehewas

sittingunderthetreewithhisfacewhite

becauseoftearswhichhaddriedup

"Mommyissorryboy..I'msorrymyboy"he

criedmore

OursobswereveryloudthatmadeMawetocry

too.

"MommyIwasscared.Ithoughtyoudidn'twant

meanymore"



"IloveyouSiyamommyissorry"

Iwantedtocomplainatschoolaboutchild

negligence,theywerenotsupposedtolethim

leavetheclasswithoutmetakinghimoutofhis

class,IknewthatIwasgoingtobeintrouble

too.Whothehellforgetsachild

Wedroveinsilence

"Mommyarewegoingtodaddy"

"Nobaby"

"WellIamhungry"

WepassedbyMcdonaldmyphonewasoff.
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"Mawedoyouwantcheeseinyourburger?"

"Yespleasejustaddanythingthatisniceas

longasitdoesn'thavechilli"

"Ok,Siyadoyouwantmetoaddnuggetsinyour

meal?"

"Yesmommy"Ilookedathimusingmymirror

hewasplayingwithhisfingers.Iorderedour

mealwithin15minutesitwasreadythatisthe

advantageofusingthedrivethrough.

WhenwegothomeIboiledsomewaterforSiya



tobath.

"Let'sgoandbathboy"

"MommyIwanttoeatfirst"

"Siya"hestartedcrying

"Okmysoncomeandeat"

Weateinsilence,whenweweredoneeatingI

bathedhim.

Hewenttobedwithoutdoinghishomework.He

wasgoingtoskipschoolnextday.

Mawecalledme,afterchangingintomy



pyjamasIwenttoher

"Guguwhenareyougoingbacktoyourhouse?"

"MaweIcametodayandyouareaskingmethat.

Iamreallyconfusedbyyourquestion"

"Guguyoucan'talwaysrunawaywhenyoufight

withyourhusband.Youhavetositdownwith

himandtalk.Tellhimabouthowyoufeel"

"Iamleavinghim"

"Areyougoingtoleavejustlikethatwithout

fightingforhim"

"MaweIamnotfightingforhimIamleaving

him.Ihavenevercheatedonhim.Whyishe

cheatingonme?(Crying)whenhefoundmeI



waspureheistheonlymanwhoknowsmy

body,hegotmepregnantonpurposeIgave

birthtohissonwhohasabighead.Itookcare

ofhimwhenhewasinthehospital.Itookcare

ofhisson,Ifedhissonandclothedhim.Whyis

hedoingthis?Whyishedisrespectingmethis

much?Isthishowhethanksme?"

"AllmencheatGugubegratefulthathehas

beenhidingitreallywell."

"ThatistheproblemMawe,youaretreatingthe

cheatingofmenissueasanorm.WhyshouldI

begratefulthathehasbeenfaithfulorhehas

beenhidinghisdisgustingandevildoing?.It's

likeheisdoingmeafavour.It'shisduty,MaweI

amnotblind,Idoseehandsomemenwhorun

aftermebutIshowthemmyringandtheystill

runaftermebutIdon'tpayattentionbecauseI



honourmyvows."

"Areyouwillingtoletgoofyourmarriage

becauseofwhatyousaw?areyouwillingto

leaveyourhomebecauseofthat?Mencheating

hasbeenantecedent"

"ItisanomalyMawe.YesIamgettingalawyer

withthemoneythatIhaveinmyaccount.Iam

choosingmyhappinessovereverythingelse.

Selfloveisimportantinlife.IwillnotletDumi

walkovermeasifIamamat"

"Youneedtocalmdown.Donottakeany

decisionsinhaste"

"Nooneisdoinganythingtochangemymind.

Youaresupposedtosupportmebut(sobbing)



youarenot.Youareagainstme,areyou

supportingwhatDumiisdoing?"

"Iamnotsupportingit,I'mnotagainstyouor

fightingforDumibutIwanttohelpyousave

yourmarriage"

"Savewhichmarriage..whichmarriageshouldI

save?"

"ThebiblesaysdivorceisasinGugu"

"Thesamebiblesaysweshoulddivorcewhen

theotherpartnerisunfaithful.Weshouldn'tuse

thebibletoemotionalblackmailothers"

"YoushouldforgivejustasChristforgaveyou"



"Religionisboundingpeopletothinkabouttheir

happiness,goodnightIdon'twanttosay

somethingIwillregret"Iwalkedtomyroom.

Istrippednakedandlookedatmyselfonthe

mirror.Mynippleswerefacingtheground.Ihad

stretchmarks.Lovehandleswerethere.That

girllookedthin.Shehadabeautifulskinbut

minewasstillbeautiful.Iscreamedpushing

awaymybooks

Dumihadfailedus.

MaweknockedIswitchedoffthelightsand

slept.

Iwokeupnextdaylookingmiserable.WhenI

wenttothekitchenIfoundMawedrinkingtea



"MorningMawe"

"MorningMaNdaba"

"MawedoIlookuglynow?DoIlooktoofat?"I

didn'trealisethatIwascryingshehuggedme

tightly

"YoudonotcrythismuchwhenSiyaisnext

door"myvoicewasbreaking

"Whydid..Dumidothistous?Ihavenever

doubtedmyselfbuttodayIseefaultsinmyself.

Oneminuteamanwillworshipyoulikeyouare

agoddessthenthenextminutehewilltreatyou

liketrash.DoIlooklikedamagedgoods?"



Maweslappedmewithtearsinhereyes

"Gugulethudon'tyoueverquestionyourworth

everagain.StopwithyourcrazyquestionsorI

willpunchyou.Doyouunderstand?"Inodded

crying,Mawehadneverraisedherhandtome.

Itwasforeigntome.

"IamsorryMawe"

'"Youmaygoandbath"

Isoakedmyselfinsidethehotwater.Afteran

hourofbathingIwenttobed.

MyphonewasstilloffandIwasplanningto

keepitthatwayuntilIfindalawyer.



IusedtotakeSiyatoandfromschool.Icame

totakehimfromschoolearlier

Hecameoutrunninghappily

"Afternoonmyboy"

"Mommyhowareyou?"

"Goodandyouson?"

"Good,daddyistalkingtomyteacher"

"Good"Istartedthecar

"Mommylet'swaitforhim"



"NohewillfindusathomeZwane"

"NoIwantmydaddy"hestartedscreaming.

DumirantowardsusIopenedthedoorand

lookedaside

"MaNdaba"

"Mhmh"

"Siyagotodad'scar"hejumpedoffthecar

excitedly

"Mommyareyoucomingwithme?"

"Nomyboygo"



"Gugu"

"DumisaniZwanenowthatyouhavetakenyour

sonmakesurethatyoutakehimtoschool

early"Istartedmycar

"MaNdabaplease"

"Fuckyou,youbringsatantome.Youdisgust

medon'tevertalktomeagain.Unlessifitis

aboutyourbigheadedson"

Idroveveryfastgoinghome

BeingwithDumitaughtmevulgarIwasnevera

bitterpersonuntilImethim.IfIstayedwithhim

Iwasgoingtoendupinapsychiatrichospital.



Ispentmostofmydayslookingforalawyer

untilIfoundAdvocateMoloi.Wespokeabout

herfeesandeverythingshewasquite

expensive.ItoldhertohurrytheprocessI

wantedfreedom.

AfterthreedaysIreceivedcallsandmessages

fromDumi.

Makheswacalledme

"MaNdabahowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouMa?"

"Notgoodmydaughter"

"Oh"

"Youarenotgoingtoaskmewhatiswrong?"



"Mhnm"

"Dumitoldmeaboutwhatyousawintheoffice.

Iscoldedhim.Whathedidisunacceptable

Makoti"

"TrueMa"

"Areyoureallysurethatyouwanttodivorce

him?"

"YesIamsure"

"IamnotgoingtostopyouMaNdaba"



"ThankyouMa"

"Areyoureallysurethatyouwanttodivorce

him?Whereareyougoingtofindamanwho

doesn'tcheat?"

"Iwilldiesingle"

"Gugudon'tthinkabouttodayonly.Thinkabout

yourfutureaswell.Don'tletyouremotions

makeyoutakedecisionsthatyouwillregret.

ThinkaboutSiyawillhesurvivewithouthaving

hisbothparents?"

"Idon'tknow,hewillgetusedtoit"

"ThinkaboutSiyatoo,youdoknowthatstep



mothersareabusiveright?"

"YesMabutnotallofthem"

"Areyougoingtoletanotherwomantakewhat

isyours?WhenyoufoundDumisanihewas

nothingbutacarpenter.Youlovedhimlikethat.

Younevergaveuponhimevenifitwasthe

rightthingtodo.Whyshouldanotherwoman

takethefruitsofyourhardwork?"Ijustcried

"HecheatedMa..I..wasloyal"

"Yeshearhimout,hesaysyousenthimdivorce

papers.Talktohimthenhewillsignafterwards"

"OkMa"



"IknowwhatIamtalkingabout.Ihavebeen

throughthattoo"

"ThankyouMa".

"MaNdababewisesisiIwillsupportany

decisionyoutake"

"OkMa"shedroppedthecall.

IhadgoneoutwithVusiandZodwa.Wewere

talkingabouttheloveofGod.Howhelovesus

andhowhechoseuswhenwewerestillinthe

womb

"It'sgettinglateguysMaweisgoingtofight



withme"

"OkmakaSiyaVusilet'sgo"hestoodupbored

"Guguyoudoknowhowtoruinanamazing

moment"wealllaughed

WedroppedZodwafirst.Iwassittingonthe

front.ThesetwowerenowengagedIwasso

happyforthem.Zodwahadyokedherselfwitha

believer.

Vusidroppedmehomearound8pmwespoke

andspokehehuggedme.Iwatchedhimashe

left.WhenIturnedaroundIsawDumimysmile

quicklyvanished.Ipassedgettinginsidethe

house

"Sanibonani"Dumi'sfamilywastheresitting

withMawewhogavemeamurderouslook



"SawubonaMakoti"Inoddedgoingtomyroom.

Ilockeditandslept.Maweknocked,luckilyshe

hadsparekeyswhichsheusedtoopenmy

room

"Guguyouarenotakidanymore.Wear

decentlyandfollowme"shehadanotherthing

comingforherIdecidedtowearmyshortsand

vest.

WhenIgotintothesittingroomalleyeswere

onme.Makheswahadtearyeyes

"GugumydaughterpleaseforgiveDumihe

madeamistakemydaughter"Bab'Zwanewas

facingdownthewholetime.Myeyeswentto

Dumiwhowascryingmyheartbrokeforhim .



"Dumidoyouhaveanythingtosay"hesniffed

"Iwillnotmakeanyexcusesformybehaviour

Guguitwastotallywrong.IamreallysorryI

promiseIwon'tdoiteveragain"yeshewas

rightIwasgoingtoleavehim

Bab'Zwanespokedsoftly"Makotiyouarethe

onlyonewhohastherighttomakeadecision.

Areyougoingtoforgivehim?"

"YebobabaIwillforgivehim,ifhedoesitagain

Iwon'tforgivehim"helookedatmeshylyand

lookeddownagain.

"ThankyouMissNgcobo(lookingat

Mawe)sorryforcomingherebecauseofDumi's

disgrace"

Mawespokeslowly



"IseeBab'Zwaneweallmakemistakes.Dumi

mysondon'trepeatthatmistakeagain"

"IamreallysorryMawe"

"Makotiyoucanpackyourbagswearegoing

backhome"

"OkMa"IstoodupandwenttomyroomItook

myhandbagandfewclothes

IwasgoingtodrivewithMaKheswa.

"ImissyouMaNdabapleasedon'tleaveus

again"

"WewillseeMa"



"Nexttimewhenyoufightcometome"

"IwillMa"

"Iamnotgoingtoacceptanotherwoman.Now

thatwehaveyouIpromisetokeepyouforever.

Bab'Zwanewasforevertalkingaboutyou.Yazi

myhusbandwasstressed"webothlaughed

"Iwon'tgoanywheremom"

Theysleptatmyhouse.

IsleptinSiya'sroom.WhenIwokeupnext

morningIfoundMakheswadrinkingtea

"Donotbeembarrassedthisisyourhousemy

love"Ilaughed



"IamsorryMamyalarmwasoff"

"DumihasalreadytakenSiyatoschool.Please

takeustoVumani'shouse.Babaisoutside"

IchangedmyclothesbecauseIhadalready

bathed.

IdrovethemtoVumani'shouse.WhenIgot

backhomeIfoundDumiwatchingTV.Ipassed

himandwenttoSiya'sroom

Hefollowedme

"Gugu"

"Whatdoyouwant?"



"Letstalk"

"TalkIamlisteningufunani?"

"IamreallysorryGugu"

"Youaresorryforwhat?"

"Icheatedonyou"Ichuckledbitterly

"Soyoucheated?"

"Iwaslostinamoment"

"Howlonghaveyoubeendoingthecheating?"

helookeddown



"Dumiyouareanenemyofprogress.Ifyou

werenotSiya'sfatherIwasgoingtocallyoua

devil'sadvocate"

heswallowedalumpinhisthroatlookingaway

withtearscomingoutfromhiseyes

"PleaseforgivemeMaNdaba.WhatcanIdofor

youtoforgiveme?"

"Signthedamndivorcepapers"Iclosedthe

door.

"Guguopenthedoorpleasebaby.Iwilltalk"I

openedthedoor

"Didyousleepwithher?"



"NoIdidn't"Inoddedlaughing

"Whenyoulookatmeyouseeastupidright"

"Nobabypleaseforgiveme"

"WhenyouweregoingtoDurbaneveryFriday

wereyougoingtoher"helookeddownIknew

theanswer.Icriedpunchinghimhepulledme

closetohismuscularchest

"YoubrokemeDumiyouarefuckenevil"he

cried

"Iamsorrybaby"helookedatmeandkissed

meIpushedhimaway

"Youkissedherwithyourmouththatbelongsto



me.Yougavehermycock"

"IamsosorrybabyIpromiseyou.Youwill

nevercryunlessit'sthetearsofjoy."

"Whydidyoudoit?Afterpoppingoutabig

headedboyforyou.Youstillcheatedonme"

"Iamsorrybaby"hekissedme.Imissedhislips

"WewillsleepinseparateroomsuntilI'mready

toforgiveyou"

HewenttopickSiyafromschool.Thenext

SundaywewenttochurchIwantedtorepentI

hadinsultedDumialot.



VumanitookSiyathefollowingweekend.When

IgothomeDumihadprepareddinnerforus.

"Babythislookssoamazing"

"It'sallforyoumyqueen.Mylifeisempty

wheneveryouareaway.IloveyouGugu"the

thoughtsofthatgirlcameintomymind

HaveyoueverdonethisforSihle?"

"Nobabywhyarewetalkingabouther"

"Becausesheknowshowtosuckyourcock.In

awaythatyousayhermouthismagnificent

andamazing"Ilookedatthefoodmyappetite

justwenttoZero

"Guguwhyareyoualwaysonthefightingmode"



"BecauseIdidn'tcheatbutIhonouredmyvows".

Istoodupandwenttothebedroom.

Hefollowedmeandsmashedhislipsonmine.

Hiskisswasfullofhungerandneed.Hetore

mydressandremovedhissweatpants.He

wenttomycookieandworshippedit.

"Dumi..please"hekeptoneatingmewhilehis

otherhandwasteasingmynipple.Icamevery

fast.WhenhiscockhitmyentranceIfeltgood.

AfterfillingmeupIfeltaburningsensationthat

wasstrikingmyuterusandmyabdomen

continuously.Iscreamedpushinghimaway.

ItwassohotandpainfulIrantothetoilet

crying

"Guguwhat'swrong?"

"Getawayfromme"Iopenedcoldwater
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Theburningsensationdisappeared,Iwasnow

ok.Itookaquickshowerandwenttobed.

"WhatwaswrongGugu?"

"IwishIknew"Igotinsidetheblanketsand

coveredmyheadfacingtheotherside.His

handsmovedtomyass

"Stopitwearenotgoingtohavesexwithout

condoms"



"ButGuguIdon'thaveanycondoms,youaremy

wifebesideswhyshouldIusecondomswith

you"

"Youshouldhavethoughtofthatwhenyou

decidedtosleeparound.IstillwanttoliveI

don'tknowhowmanydiseasesyouhaveinyour

system.Ilovemyselftoomuchtoriskmy

healthoversex.Phelaangidakwayinkanuko

yocansibesengikhohlwaintoebalulekile(the

passionforsexdoesn'tgetmedrunkinaway

thatitmakesmeforgetimportantthings)

Goodnightswitchoffthelights"

"Guguyouarenotwillingtoforgivemeright?I

can'tbebeggingyouuntilJesuscomes.Ifthis

ishowthingsaregoingtobethencountmeout

ofyourbullshit.Iwillgiveyouwhatyouneed"I

actuallylaughedwhatwasthisnutcasethinking



of

"Thankyounowyouaretalkingmylanguage.

ThishasnothingtodoaboutyouDumisani

Zwane.Don'ttryandswitchpositionsIamthe

victim notyou.Donottrytopatronisemehere.

"hepulledmetohim

"XolaMaNdabangenzeiphuthaangaziphela

ukuthingenzenjaniukuzeuxolebandla(please

forgivemeIdon'tknowwhattodoanymore)"

"Iwon'tthinkforyouDumi.Youmadethismess

soyouwillcleanitupwithoutmyhelp.Letgoof

meyouaresuffocatingme"

"Iamnotlettingyougo"

IwaswokenupbyhisbonerpokingmyassI

stoodupandwenttomybathroomitwas



Saturday.Itookashower,andlaterstarted

cleaning.WhenDumicamedownstairshe

foundhisfoodready.

"Goodmorningbaby"

"YeboDumi"Ilefthiminthekitchenandwentto

ourbedroom.WhenIwasdonecleaningIsat

downonmybed.Myheartwasbroken,Iwas

scaredthatmyloveforDumihadgonebeyond

limit.WhatIneededwasguidancefromGod.

Thandohadsentmeamessage.Wewere

supposedtomeetatSpur.

IdecidedtobathagaintoremovethesweatI

had.Iwasgoingtowearmyfloraldressandred

stilletos.Myhairwastiedintoaponytail.My

makeuphaddoneanoutstandingjobin

coveringmyeyebags.Ipulledoutmyblackcoat

itwasabitchillyoutside.



WhenIgotdownstairsIfoundhimreading

somethinginhisphonethatwasmakinghis

facechange.

"Iamgoingoutseeyoulater"

"Guguwhereareyougoingwearinglikethat?"

"ToThandoIhavearingonmyfingerandIplan

torespectmyvows"

"OkMaNdaba"Iturnedonmyheelsandlefthim

standingthere.

WeweremeetinginFourwayscrossing.WhenI

gotthereshehadalreadyorderedacappuccino

forme



"Guguhowareyou?"Shestooduphuggingme

"LateasalwaysMbuzi"webothlaughed

"Hlalaphansimbuzi"Isatdownlaughing

"HowisSami?"

"Sheisgoodbutlatelyshehasbeentalking

aboutSiya.Whoknowsmaybeyouaregoingto

bemyinlaw(theybothlaughed)sakhe

ubuhlobo"

"YouhavestartedwithyourcrazinessMbuzi,I

missedyoualot"

"ImissedyoumoreGugu.Isawyouinaburning



holeyouwerecrying.Youwantedtogetoutbut

youcouldn't.GuguGodtoldmetotellyouto

pray.Gobacktoyourfirstlove.Whenwasthe

lasttimeyouprayedandreadyourbible"I

rubbedmytearyeyes

"Ihaven'tbeenprayingsisi..myheartisbroken

tellmewhattodoThando.IfoundDumiandhis

workerhavingoralsex.Hewassayingallthese

nicethingstoher.(Sobbing)IwishIhad

listenedtoyousis.WhatIwantnowisdivorce.

Heistootoxicforme"Thandowipedhertears

"GuguIhaveneverbeencheatedonletalonebe

humiliatedbymyhusband.Idon'tknowhowto

adviceyouinthatdepartment.Youshouldpray

forstrength.AskGodforadviceheistheonly

onewhocanhearyou"



"Idon'tevenhearGodanymoreIhavelosthope

youknow.IwishIhadlistentoyouandMawe.I

promisetolistentowhatevershesaysnow."

"Gugudonottalklikethateveragain.Thereis

powerinyourtongue"

"Let'sorderandstopwiththemaritalstressful

issues"

"Iwillgetussteakandwingsdoyouwantchips

orsalad"

"Ineedchipsandcreamyspinach"shelaughed

"Guguwhathappenedtothediet"

"WelljustplacetheorderIwillberightback"



IwenttothetoiletandIbumpedintoa

handsomeguy.Hishairwasneatlybrushed.His

suitwascharcoalgrey

"Ngiyaxolisankosazana(IamsorryMiss)"I

flashedafakesmile

"It'sok"IsaidaminiprayerthelastthingI

wantedwastogettempted.Iwasrebukingthe

spiritoflust.

WhenIgotoutofthetoiletmyeyesroamed

aroundtherestaurantIfoundhimlookingatme.

Ilookeddownandwenttomyseat

"WhatdidyouseeGugu?"

"Hhayibowhatdoyoumean?"



"Youreyeshavebeenroamingaroundthe

restaurant"

"Don'tlookathim asyet,theguyonourfarleft

whoiswearingacharcoalgreysuitlooks

familiar.Ithinkhewasoneoftheguyswho

interviewedme"IhadforgottenhowThando

wasshequicklyraisedhereyes.

"OhGuguthisguyistoohandsome.Heis

lookingatus.(Clappingherhands)temptations

alwayscomewhenpeoplefightbutItrustyou

friend"

"IhaveneverbeenwithanyoneexpectDumiI

guessthatisthereasonwhyheisactinglike

this"



"Let'sjustdropitIknowwhatyouwanttosay.

(Lookingatthewaitress)thankyoupleasebring

usTobasco"

"Thislooksgood"

AftereatingIorderedsomedessertIneeded

sugarinmysystem.Whenthehandsome

fellowwasleavinghepassedbyus

"Hibeautifulmaidens"Thandolookedathim

annoyed

"Therearenomaidensherewearehappily

marriedchithekabhuti(getlost)"heleftwith

egohisegobruised

"ThandoIamnothappilymarriedmaybethat

manwasgoingtobemyknightinshining



armour"

"Youarelivingafairytalelife.Thereisnosuch,

let'sgoanddosomeshopping"

WewenttoWoolworthstogetwinterclothes

forSami.WhenIcheckedthetimeitwas

already6pm.

Thandohuggedme

"UberightsisiGodlovesyou"

"Asithembenjaloiyobuyeibonaneunganqabi

kuFacebook(Ihopesodon'tbescarceon

Facebook)"

"Gatshenihatesitshame.Iwillcallyoumylove"



"IfeelmuchbetterIloveyouMbuzi"shegiggled

gettinginsidehercar

"Loveyoumore"

Igothomearoundseven.Dumiwaswatching

TVwithSiyasleepingonhislap.

"Sawubona"

"YeboMANDABA"helookedangry.Iwent

upstairstogetabathIrelaxedinsidethetab

honestlyspeakingIhadnopowertofightfor

anythingallIwantedwastogetajob.

AfterbathingIwentstraighttobed.Iheardhim

gettinginsidetheblankets

"IfiredSihle"

"Mhn"



"YesIdidandshewenttoCCMAtoreportme.I

hadtopayalotofmoney"

"Whydidyoufireher?Itseemslikethiswhole

thinghurtsyou"

"Noitdoesn'tIamtryingtofixmymistakes

meetmehalfway"

"It'slikeyouaredoingmeafavour.DoyouIwill

dome"

Histouchwastheonlythingthatwascapable

oftamingme.Heoftenuseditashiswayof

wantingmetodowhathewants.

"IgottestedtodayIamnegative"



"Iamstillnotsleepingwithyou..Withouta

condom"hegotoffthebedandtookit.Hewas

reallyprepared.

Hebrushedmyasskissingit.Hewentuptomy

breastsanddelicatelyhandledthem.

Somethingtoldmetostop.Ipushedhim

"NottodayDumi"

"Butbabyareyouserious"

"Likeaheartattack"

Itwasnowaweeklaterthingswereslowly

goingbacktonormal.

Weweregoingoutasafamilythefollowingday

"DidyoupackmyshortsMaNdaba"



"Yesbabyandweneedtopassbythemall.I

don'thaveslippersplusSiyaneedssomeshort

too"

"Okbabylet'sgotobed"

Wehadnotbeenintimatesincethedaywe

fought.Hehadtoldmethathehadorganised

somethingspecialforme.Thethoughtofitwas

makingmegiddy.

IcarriedSiyatohisbedhewasabitheavy.

Thatmorningwasdifferentfrommynormal

mornings.Myfacewasburning.

Irushedtothebathroom



"Dumimyfaceisburning"Icouldn'tstopcrying

itwastoomuch.Itfeltasifsomeonehad

startedfireontopofmyface.Irushedgoing

downtothekitchenSiyawasalreadycrying

"Mommyputiceonyourface,usemealmealie

toscrubit"

"It'ssoreSiya"IcriedDumiwaspanickingmy

skinstartedpeelingoff.

"Dumicallmymother,bringmyphoneplease

someonewantstokillme"

Iranghershequicklyansweredit

"Mawebuyashisaubusobami(myfaceison

fire)it'stoomuch"



"Comehomenow"

IgotinsidethecarwenearlyleftSiyabehind

thatishowmuchwewerepanicking.Myphone

rang

"Gooddayhowareyou?"

"Goodyou?"

"GoodamIspeakingtoMrsZwane"

"Yes"

"Youqualifiedbeinthetop3..pleasecome

tomorrow"

"Thankyousir"Idroppedthecallandcontinued

scratchingmyface

WhenwegottoDobsonvilleMawewasalready

outsidethegate.Shehoppedinsidethecar



"Maweunjani?"

"IamgoodandyouZwane?"

"Good"hereyeswenttome,Ihadcoveredmy

facewiththescarf.Wegottothehospitalthey

gavemepainrelievers.Ifeltbetterafterwards.

"DumigobackhomeIwillstaywithMawefor

tonight"

"It'sfinebabywewantyouhomeandbetter.

Mawegoodbye"

"ByeMkhwenyana"Siyalookeddownhewas

happyaboutthetripweweregoingtotakenow

thechangeofplansgothimangry



WhenwegotinsidethehouseMaweaskedme

somethingthatleftmeshocked

"HaveyousleptwithDumisinceyoureunited?"

Ilaughed

"No"..

Itwasn'treallydarkoutside.Myfacegotworse

IcriedMawecalledmakhumalowhowasher

friendwhenshelookedatmeshouted

"OhmyGodthisisisichitho"

"Mawewhat'shappeningtomyfaceit'sburning

alot"

"Wearyourslippers,pleaseMakhumaloask

yourhusbandtotakeustoOrlandowewillpay"



"Okgetreadyfast"IcoveredmyfaceItlooked

bad.

MrKhumalocamewithhisoldvanwegot

insideit..thepotholeswerenothavingany

mercyonmybums.

WhenwegottoOrlandoweknockedatDlomo's

house.Hewasaprophet.Whenhesawmehe

closedhiseyesasifhewasinpain

"Mychildyoudidwellbycomingtodayyou

weregoingtodie"Maweopenedhereyewidely

"Babawhat'shappeningtomydaughter?"

"Isichitholesoyourhusband'smistressdidthis.

Iseethatyoutriedbeingintimatewithyour

husbandbutyoucouldn't"



"Yebobaba"

"Youdidwellmydaughterhadyoucontinued

youweregoingtodie.Wewillpray"

Theyprayedforme.Ifeltmuchbetterhegave

mesomethingtoputonmyfaceandwaterto

drink.HadDuminotcheatedIwasn'tgoingto

sufferlikethis
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"Isherhusbandaffectedbythisvoodoo?"

Maweaskedsoftly

"Noheisnot,butwewillprayforhim.Noone



cancursewhatGodhasblessed.Mydaughter

thebiblesaysnoweaponsformedagainstus

shallprosper,itdoesn'tsaythattheywon'tbe

weaponsbutitsaysthattheyshallnotprosper.

BestrongintheLordprayalways"

"IhearyouBaba"hepulledoutabottleofwater

"Youmightbeoneofthosewhodon'tbelievein

theusageofwaterbutpleaseuseitdrinkit

twiceaday.Thiswaterwillcleanseyou"

"ShewillsurelydrinkthemBaba.Howmuch

shouldIpay?"Hesmiled

"YoudonothavetopaymydaughtersGodis

usingmeashisvesselIamnotexpecting

anythinginreturn"Itookoutalotofnotesfrom



myhandbagandgavethemtohim

"Mydaughter..."

"NoBabathesearemytithesandofferingsthe

biblesaysweshouldbringfoodintothetemple

oftheLord.Iamdefinitelydoingthat"

"Youaresurelyastubbornwoman.(Hiseyes

movedtoMawe)yourdaughterispowerfuland

stubborntoo(theybothlaughed)Godshowed

methatyouknowhowtosing.Pleasesingone

songforme"

Onesongturnedintoten.Wewereallseeking

thefaceoftheLord.Itwasalreadydarkoutside



"Youshoulddefinitelyvisitsomeday"

"WewilldothatBaba.Peacebewithyouweare

leaving"

Mawekneltnexttohim"MaythegoodLord

keeponblessingyouallthedaysofyourlive"

hestoodupblessingus.

"Blessingsshallfollowyouallthedaysofyour

lives"

"Amen"

Whenwewalkedoutofthehousewefound

MaKhumalostandingoutsidehercar

"MaNgcobodidthischildgethelp?"

"YeboMakhumalowethankGod.Thankyoufor

drivingus"



Mawepaidmorethanwhattheyhadchargedus.

Itwastripleifnotdouble

"ThisistoomuchMaNgcobo"

"NoMaKhumaloIdon'twantyoutogettiredof

us"wealllaughed.Wedroveinsilencenoone

saidanythingwewerealllostinourthoughts.

WhenwegothomeMawetookherbibleand

askedmetositdown.

"MaNdabayouaresostubborn.Remember

whenItoldyouthatyoushouldn'tbeyokedwith

unbelieversyouneverlistened(sobbing)thisis

sohardforme.Iamnotgoingtoadviceyou,

thistimeyouneedtogetanswersfromGod.

ThelastthingIwantisforyoutodieonme"a



weepaccompaniedbyhiccupsescapedfrom

mymouth

"MaweIdon'tknowwhattosayordo?ShouldI

leavehimorstay?WheneverImakedecisions

bymyselfImakemistakes"sheheldmyhand

"GugulethuIloveyoualot,ImightIhavenot

givenbirthtoyoubuttrustmewhenIsayI

wouldlaymylifeforyou.Ifyouarekeento

leavehimIwillsupportyou.Ifsomethingwas

tohappentoyouIwouldneverforgivemyself"

"IloveyoualotMaweyouaretheonlymotherI

know"shehuggedmecryingseeingherthis

vulnerablewastearingmeapart

"Drinkthiswaterbeforeweforget"



Thewaterwasverybitter

"Thistastelikeurineaarrgh"shelaughed

"Soyouknowhowurinetasteslike?"

"Mawelet'sgotobed"shelaughed

"Areyouscaredofspillingthebeans?"

"Iamofftobed"shefollowedmelaughing

Isleptwithherthatnight.Ilookedattheother

sideofthebedMawewasnowhere.Shehad

alreadyleftforwork

Iwokeupandsweepedtheyard,Ididspring

cleaning.Iwasdonewithmychorestheonly

thingremainingwasbathing.



WhenIlookedatmyselfonthemirrorIwas

unfamiliarwiththepersonIwasseeing,I

lookeddifferentthewitchwantedtofinishme

off.Ihadlostanopportunitytoworkforthat

company.

MyphonerangitwasMakheswa

"Gugulethuhowareyou?"

"Idon'tknowhowtorespondtoyouMa.

NonethelessIamgratefulthatIsurviveddeath.

Yourson'sdoingsnearlykilledme"

"PleasecometoDurbantomorrow"

"OkMa"



"YouknowwhatIwillcometoSowetodon'tgo

backtoyourhouseasyet"hervoicecarried

sorrow

"OkMaIwillwaitforyouatParkstation

tomorrow"

"Kulungilentombiyami".Iamsureshewas

bringingmeanothersermon

Iopenedmyemailstherewasaremainderfor

today'ssecondinterviewandIhadnotgone

there.Myheartconstrictedfindingajobwas

goingtobeamissionhardtoaccomplish.Iwas

temptedtocallThandoIstoppedmyselffrom

doingitthelastthingIwantedwasforpeople

tofeelsorryforme..



ItoldDumithatIneededspace.Hegaveme

whatIneededwithoutputtingupafight.

Mawecamebackfromworklookingtired

"ThisfeelsliketheoldtimeswhenIusedtoget

backfromworklookingforwardtoseeyouand

yourstubbornness"

"MawegiveGuguabreak(theybothlaughed)

howwasyourday?"

"IamretiringmonthendIjustcan'twork

anymore"

"Howniceisthat?(grinning)howmanytimes

didItellyoutoretire?GuguminaIam

independent,GuguIdon'twanttobeaburden"

shelaughed



"YouhavestartedwithyourcrazinessIdon't

talklikethat.Whatdidyoucookyoulazygirl?

Dishupformealready"Istoodupanddished

forus.IhadcookedPapandchickenlivers.

"MaMakheswawantstocomeheretomorrow"

"Mhnm"

"Isaidok"

"Alright"

"Youhavebecomebitterallofasuddenwhat's

happening?"

"It'snotlikethatGugu,IdolikeMaKheswabut

whatdoesshewant?"



"Shesaysshewantstotalktome"

"Donotletanyonemakeyouchangeyour

decisionmyangel.Iamheretosupport

whateveryoudecide"

"ThankyouMawe"shekissedmyheadand

wenttobed.

Mawewasanearlybird.ThefollowingmorningI

receivedamessagefromMakheswasaying

shewasgoingtoreachParkstationat2pm.My

clientswerebusycallingmesayingthatthey

wantedtheTupperwarespecial.Ihadtoask

Zodwatodeliverforme.

IdrovetoParkStationandwaitedfor

MaKheswashegotoffthetaxicarryingasmall



bag

"Maunjani"Ihuggedher

"IwishIwasgood.Lookatyoumybaby."

"IamnowbetterMa"

"Phephisamylove,Iknowit'spainfultobe

cheatedon"

"Let'sgotothecarwewillgetmugged"she

laughed

"LookatmeIhaveforgottenhowbrutal

Johannesburgis"



"KahlengehabaMa(stopexaggerating)"she

laughed

"Iamsohungrymychild"

"WewillpassatSpur"

WedrovetospurIgotsteakandchipsforher

andMawe.Iboughtsomesaladformyself.

AfterreachinghomeIpreparedabathforher.

Whenshewasdonebathingherfoodwas

alreadyonthetableIhadwarmedit.

"Guguyouneedtobepatientwithmyson.Iam

greatlydisappointedbyhisbehaviourbut

pleasefixthings"



"WhatdidhetellyouMa?"

"Hesaidheisscaredoflosingyouandyouare

demandingspace"

"MaDumi'smistresstriedtokillmeIvaluemy

lifemorethananything.Myfacewasburning

yesterdaybecauseofisichitho.Ungichitha

endodeniyamiehlulwaukuvalauzipkahlenibo!

Changiyalingwamina(shewasbewitchingme

formyhusbandwhocouldn'tziphistrousers

thisisatemptation)angizikuhlalelalawo

manyalo(Iwon'tstayforthisshit).UDumi

akangiboniimpelayaziungikalangamehlo

okwamanziepapa(Dumidoesn'tseeme)"

"CalmdownMaNdabaIhavebeentheretoo.

ZwanewascheatingonmeInearlydied.The

ladywhohaddonethatvoodooonmemether



match.Icouldn'thavebeenthishappyhadI

leftmymarriage.Youpromisedhimanother

chancegiveittohimpleaseMaNdaba(crying)

onemorechanceifhemessesup.Iwillhelp

youleave"

"IwillseeMa"shestoodupandhugged.She

lookedmorebrokenthanIwas.Herbehaviour

hadshockedmetherealMakheswaIknew

wouldn'thavecried.

Mawecamelater,Ijustwarmedhertakeaway.I

wasgoingbacktomyroomthesetwoloud

womenweregoingtosleeptogether.

Horriblespotsweregettingprojectedonmy

stomachtheywereruiningmyskinluckilyIwas

darkskinned.Makheswasaidthatisichithowas

comingoutofmybody.



MaKheswastayedwithusforthreedaysMawe

didn'twanthertoleaveanymore

MaweandIdrovehertoParkStation

"WhyareyouinahurryMakheswa?"

"IhavehusbandMaNgcoboit'sabouttimeyou

getonetoo"Mawelaughed

"Gobacktoyourhusbandandleavemealone"

"Matravelsafewewillkeepintouch"

"ThankyouMaNdabaforthegroceriesand

money.Pleasecallmeoften"Ihuggedherone

moretime



"Iplantoo".

MaweandIdrovetothemall.Wedidsome

shopping.

"MaKheswaisrightGugujustgivehimone

morechancethenifhemessesupagainyou

willleavehim"

"ItisthelastchanceMaweafterthisoneIam

donewithhim".

IdroppedMaweathomeandlefthersome

money.Idrovebacktomyhouse.

WhenIgothomeIfoundSiyawatchingTVhe

screamedrunningtome



"Mommyyouhome"

"Heymyboyhowareyou?"Heexcitedly

screamed

"Imissedyoumommy"

"Imissedyoumore"

Thehousewasamess,Istartedcleaningand

scrubbingthetiles.Theywerealotofdishesin

thesink.Iwashedthemall.

"Whohasbeencookingforyousiya?"

"Daddyhasbeendoingitbutmostofthetime

foodhasbeenhorrible.Sometimeshewould



burnitormakeuseatrawfood.Mommyplease

promisemethatyouwillneverleaveusalone"

"Ipromisetoforeverstaywithyoutwo"

"Iloveyou,letmeshowyoumyhomeworks"he

rushedgoingupthestairs.Icouldseethe

evidenceofprideprintedonhisface

"YouseeIpassedeverything.Myteacherloves

me"

"Whocanhateyou?Youarehandsomeand

smart"hegiggledshyly

"AnothergirlfromclasssaidIwashandsome"

helaughedcoveringhismouthohGodI



wouldn'twanttobeagrandmotherwhenIwas

thisyoung,thethoughtofitmademelaugh

Siyawasstillkidhimgrowinguptobeateen

wasscaringme.

Dumigothomearoundfive,helookeddrained

andfrustratedwhenhesawmehiseyes

sparkledwithhappiness.Ihadnotrealisedthat

ImissedhimsomuchIrantohim.Hepicked

meupandkissedme.Hewasmyhomemy

placeofcomfort

"Babakhe"hiseyessparkledwithtears

"ItookyouforgrantedGugunotoncebutmany

times.Iamsoscaredthatonedayyouwill

leaveandneverlookbackthatfeelingpetrifies

me.IdidhurtyourfeelingsandImadeyoucry

ngokukhuluukuzithobaIamsorrymylove.I

canseehowtearshaveleftsomuchstainson



yourpuresoul.Ipromisetoneverhurtyou

again.Iknowmyapologywillnotbeinvain"

"IamgivingyouonelastchanceZwane.Ilove

youalotbutyouneedtoearnmytrust"

"Iplantodothat"

Hecarriedmetoourbedroom.Hethrewmeon

topofthebed.

"ImissedyouGugupleasedon'teverleaveme

again"hekissedmehistonguewas

maneuveringeverycornerofmymouth.

Hishandwentdowntomywetcookieand

brushedit.

"Iamcleanbaby"



"IloveyouDumi"hisbreatheescalatedhe

pulleddownmyG-string

"IamsohungryforyouIplantoleaveyou

crippled"

"Ididn'tshave"helaughed

"Idon'tcareIonlywantyouasyouare.Iwantto

beburiedinsideyou"

Histonguewentstraighttomythrobbing

cookie.

Wemadelovethewholenight.

IthadbeenthreemonthsofhappinessDumi

wasridiculouslyspoilingme.Wewerehosting



apartyforBab'Zwane,allhissonswerethere.

IncludingSenzohecamewithhisgirlfriendand

daughter.Itriedmybesttoavoidhim hewas

clearlyembarassedtoo.

"MaNdabaisthemeatgoingtobeenough?"

MakaZuziaskedopeningthepots

"Yesmylove,sindiso'swifewilldishfor

everyone".

HousemusicwasonblastIwassittingnextto

myoldwomenwhowerelaughing.Mawewas

notafanofgossipingweweretalkingabout

randomthingsthatwereveryfunny.

Peopleweredancing,thepartywasjustperfect.

Dumikeptonlookingatme.Iknewwhathe

wanted.HewantedustosneakoutIwasn't



goingtoentertainhiscrazyidea.

WegavethempresentsMaKheswawasvery

happy.

Around7pmSiyawalkedincrying

"What'swrongmyboy?"

"IwasplayingwithSethu(hiccups)thenshe

criedIsaidsorry..Ncanehitmewithagun"

"Whatdidyousay?WhichNcaneSiya?"

"Senzomommy"Iwalkedinsidethestoreroom

andtookahammer.

Iwassoangry



DumicamerunningholdingmeIthrewthe

hammeronhiswindscreenitbrokeintopieces

"Beatmeifyouwanttoo(crying)..areyoueven

ahumanbeingSenzohowdareyouhitmychild

withagun.DumileavemealoneIwanttoshow

thiscriminalthathemessedupwiththewrong

person"Mawecametome

"MaNdabayoudon'tbehavelikethat,hlisau

moya"

"Hefirstrapedmenowheishittingmysonwith

agunwhatnonsenseisthat.Iamcallingthe

policeonhim"

Bab'Zwanelookeddisappointed.Vumaniwas

holdingDumiwhohadbutteredSenzo,

"Vumanileavemealone,Senzoisdisrespecting



myhousehold.Iwillkillhim.Leavemealoneor

I'llbeatyoutoo"

"DumiIamoldhereletusstopfightingand

handlethismatterlikeadults"

"Howdoadultshandlesuchthings?Youarenot

seriousVumani.Senzoisdisrespectful"

"SenzoapologisetoyourBrother"

Ileftthemclearlymysonwasgoingtoget

justicefromthepolicemen.WhenIcalledthe

policethefirstthingtheyaskedwasifthe

personwasstillcarryingthegun.Itoldthem

yesbuttheynevercame.Agooddaywas

ruinedbySenzo'sdoings.



Wewillsolvethisasafamilynonsenseshould

stop,Justiceshouldbeservedfamilyornot
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Onebyonepeoplelefthergrave.Ilookedatthe

soilthatwascoveringhersweetbody.Itwasso

wetandfertileitwasifshewasgettingplanted.

Shewasgonebutneverforgotten.

"Guguweneedtobestrongforourfamilies.It's

noteasy(crying)butIknowthateverything

happensforareason."

"Zinziit'snoteasy.IwishIwasstronglikeBusi

andyoubutIamnot.It'shardforme.She

calledme(sobbing)uhifonlyshehadnotgone



toSandtonwewerenevergoingtobehere.I

hatehowlifehasturnedouttobe.Iamnothing

withoutMaweZinzi"myeyesmovedtoBusi

shelookedbroken.

Shewasshakinghercheatingbastardof

husbandwashuggingher.Ihatedhim

wholeheartedlyformakingmysisterraisehis

bastards.Busineverbelievedinherself

anymore.Shelookedlikeazombie

"SheisnotcopingGugu,lookathercondition.I

hatethis,Godissurelygoingtobeoursource

ofstrength"

"Whatisthatmandoinghere?"

"RespectBusi'shusbandlove.Mawecouldhave

shoutedyou,youlousygirl"welaughedabit



andIstartedcrying.

Shehuggedme,webothcried.Ourauntscame

tous

"Let'sgobackhomemydaughters"

"GodgivesGodtakesmydaughterslet'sgo

backhome"

Iwasinaplaceofdesolation.Inalocationof

destruction.Herbeautifulfacehadscars,her

greyhairwasnicelycombeditbrightenedher

facewhichhadgottendark.Whydidn'tGod

takemeinsteadofher?HowwasIgoingto

walkthisjourneyalonewithoutmypillarof

strength,mysourceofjoyandhappiness.Fresh

hottearsdescendedonmycheeks.Iblinked

twicetryingtorefrainmyselffromcrying.She



wasawarrior,aleaderwhoremainedstrong

throughalltheobstaclesthatthrewather.

WherewasIgoingtostartwalkingthisjourney

oflife?ShehadbeenmyeverythingIleanedon

her,Iwasdependingonher.

Heheldmywaistwithhisstronghands

"IhaveneverbeeninyoursituationMaNdaba.I

don'tknowhowyoufeelbutpleasedon'tshut

meout.Iwanttocarryyourpainwithyou.Cry

withmeshoutscreamIamhereforyou.Ifyou

arehurtingIalsogethurt.Letmecarryyour

painhoneybear"

"BabyImissher,seeingherinthatcasketkilled

me(sobbing)theyburiedher.Whydidsheleave

me?Whycouldn'tshetakeme.."heshutmeup

withhisfinger



"Don'tyoueversaythatagain.Doyouwantto

leaveSiyaalone?Doyouwanttoleaveme

alone?"

"NobabyIamhurtmylove.Thankyouforbeing

hereformeIloveyouMangethe"

"Iloveyoumorebaby"Myunclescalledhim.

Iwenttothekitchen,

Peoplewerebusycookingandtalking,whywas

itsoeasyforthemtotalkandlaugh.Noneof

themwerefeelingthepainthatwaspenetrating

thedepthsofmysoul.



Icouldn'teatmyappetitehaddiedtheday

Maweleft.Busiwalkedinwiththebowlthat

hadporridge

"MaNdabahereissomeporridgeyouhaven't

eatenanythingsinceMaweleft"

"Idon'tfeellikeeatingBusiIamfinepleaseput

itonthetable"

"DoyouwantmetofeedyouthewaythatI

usedtofeedyouwhenwewereyoung?Nana

comeandsitonmylap"Ismiled

"YouaregoingcrazynowntombikaNdaba"she

laughedweakly

"Ehheniyoudrivemecrazynowdomeafavour

andeat.ThelastthingthatMawewouldwantis



foryoutostarve"

"Thankyoudade"

"Don'tthankmeit'smydutyMaNdaba"

Itooktheporridgeandstartedeating,my

stomachcomplained.Ihadtoforcemyselfto

finishthewholebowl.Thandowalkedinwith

hereyesfulloftears

"Ican'tbelievethatMaweisnomoreGugu"

"SamehereThandoIhavealreadylosthope.I

feellikeIwasmadetosufferinthislifetime"

"Don'tsaythatMaNdaba.Youknowthatmy



momisfondofyou.Youcanalwaystalktoher

whenyouneedamother"shestoodupand

hugged

"ThankyouforbeinghereformeThando"

"Stopsmokingweedsincewhendowethank

eachother"webothlaughedthroughtears.

Thandohadbeensupportivetome.Shewasn't

justlikeanyotherfriendbutshewasmysister.

Theyleftthefollowingdayafterhelpingusso

much

TruthbetoldinthesepastdaysIhadneglected

myfamily.SiyaandDumiwereleavingthevery

sameafternoon.

Makheswacameandhuggedme



"MaNdabaIamhurtbythedeathofMawe.

Don'teverfeelneglectedIwillalwaysbeyour

shouldertocry.Ipromisetobehereforyou

wheneveryouneedsomeonetotalkto.Ishall

beyourguardian.LalelaGuguImighthavenot

givenbirthtoyoubutIpromisetoholdyouuntil

theend,wheneveryouneedstrength.Youwill

lieonmylapandtellmeeverythingthat

burdensyou.Iamnotonlythepersonwhogave

birthtoyourhusbandbutIamalsoyour

mother."Ihuggedhercrying

"ThankyouMaforeverything,pleasetakecare

ofSiyaformeMa.Dumiwillshowyou

everythingheneeds.Ican'tseemysonwhenI

amlikethis.IhopeyouunderstandMa."

"Iwilldothatmydaughter.Wewillleavewhen

youreturntoyourhouse.Fornowit'sgoingto



beusrunningyourhouseandwastingyour

food"

Islightlylaughedhersenseofhumourwasstill

there

"PleasethankBabaforme.Himbeinghere

meantalottome"

"IwillMakoti"

Vumaniandhiswifecametous

"BestrongMaNdabathewaysoftheLordare

greaterthanourways.Heknowseverything

thathappensinourdifferentseasonsoflife.Do

notquestionthedoingsoftheLord.Thereisa

reasonwhysuchthingshappen.Bestrongand

courageousintheLord.Letyourheartnotbe

troubledtrustintheLordalways"



"Thankyoubhuti"MakaZuzihuggedme

"SisiGodknowseverythinghewillcomfortyou.

Noamountofwordscandothat.TrustGod

witheverythingthatyouare"

"Thankyouverymuchforsupportingme.May

thegoodLordprotectyouasyoureturnbackto

Johannesburg"

theyhuggedmeandwenttotheircarSiya

cametomerunning

"Mommy"

"Yesmyboy"



"Whenareyoucominghome?"

"Nextweekmylove,pleaserespectgranny

she'sgoingtotakecareofyou"

"Iwillmissyoumommy.Pleasecomeback

soon"Ikissedhisforeheadandhuggedhim

"Byemommy"

"Mommylovesyoupumpkin.Mysoulmate"

"Iloveyoutoo".Hekissedme

IwenttoDumi

"DrivesafeBabakhepleasedon'toverspeedI



don'twanttoloseyouguys"hegavemealong

wetkiss

"Iwillnevereverputourlivesatriskbecause

youarethereasonIwanttowakeupalive

everyday.Babydon'toverthinkabout

everythingthathappened.Maweisinabetter

placenowandsheiswatchingoverus.Shewill

beourguardianangel"

"Youspeaksensewhenyouareserious"he

laughedandkissedme

"Iloveyouseeyousoon"

"IloveyoumoreZwane"Iescortedhimtohis

car.Theywavedgoodbye.



Wehadshavedourhair.

Westayedemakhayaforaboutthreedays.Ileft

withZinziandherhusband.Icouldn'tstand

NhlakaniphowhoisBusi'shusbandheonce

madeamoveonme.SincethenIhavebeen

disgustedbyhissight.ItoldThando,Thando

saidbrothersinlawdothateverynowandthen

it'sanorm

Iwassleepingallthewayto

Johannesburg.Iwasn'tplanningtogotomy

house.IneededtopickupmyselfbeforeIface

Siya.ThelastthingIwantedwastolookbroken

infrontofhim.Amotherhastopretendtobe

stronginfrontofherkidssothattheycannot

getaffected.



"MaNdabashouldwetakeyouhome?"

"TakemetoSowetoZinzi"

"ButGuguthereisnoonethere.Howareyou

goingtocopealone?"

"SbaripleaseleavemeinDobsonvilleyourwife

istroublingme.Ineedpeace"wealllaughed

"ZinzileaveGugualoneplease.Lethergetthe

peacesheneeds."

"okGuguwewilldropyouthere.Babyplease

switchoffthisfanit'snowcold"

"Zinziit'shotawumekancane".Ishouted



"YoursisterisgettingoldGugu.(Switchingoff

thefan)iloveherascrazyassheis"

"Gumedeyouwillgetyourpunishmentwhenwe

gethome"Ilaughedatthem

Theyparkedoutsidethegate

"Youtwolovebirdsletmeloveandleaveyou.

Zinzipleasedon'ttellanyonethatIambackI

needselfhealing"

"OkGugulethuwewillkeepintouch"

"ByeSbaricallmeifthiscrazywomanabuses

you"helaughed



"Mostdefinitelysisiwakhe"

Iwalkedinsideouryard.Itwasstillthesame.

Thehousewashalfempty.Iopenedher

bedroomithadherscent.Icouldstillhearher

laughsthatusedtoechointhisverysame

place.IthitmehomethatIwasn'tevergoingto

seeheragain.Iwasn'tgoingtoannoyherever

again

Idecidedtowearherdress

Itwasgoingtoremindmeofherforever.Islept

onherbed.TherewasnofoodsoIwasgoing

tobuythefollowingday.

ThenextmorningIwokeupat11,ifonlyshe

wasaroundshecouldhavecalledmenames



IwenttoMaponyamallandgotmygrocery.I

hadmycardwithme.

WhenIgotbackhomeIunpackedandstarted

cooking.

AftercookingIdishedsomefoodformyself.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Idragged

myselfofffromthebed.Iwaswearingmy

shortsandshirt.

Igottheshockofmylife.ItwasLizwiIwasn't

expectinghimtovisitme.Hishazeleyes

pierceddirectlytomypupils

"MaNdaba"

"Mhlongo(Lookingateachother)getinside

wherearemymanners?"

Ihadranoutofwords



Hewalkedinwithhishandsinsidehispockets.

Idirectedhimtositonthecouch

"IamsosorryaboutthedeathofMawe.Iknow

thatGodwillbeyourcomfort"hiseyeswere

bloodshotred

"Iwillbefine(sobbing)Ihopethistooshall

passMhlongo"hehuggedme.Hesmelledso

nice.Ifelthisdicktwitchinghereleasedme

fromhisembrace.

"Pleasemakemetea"Ilaughedstandingup

"Icookedletmedishupforyou"

"Thankyou"



Iquicklydishedupforhim.Hewipedhishand

andate

"IamstillmarkingwellIgiveyoua100"I

laugheditremindedmeofthegoodoldtimes.

"Youusedtosaythatbackinthedays"

Hissmiledisappeared

"YouknowthedayyoubrokemyheartIwrotea

poem"Ilaughed

"YouandpoetrythatmeansIhaddonea

numberonyourheart"hecoughedalittle

"Iwillstartnow..Farawayinanunkownplace

tome,beyondthehorizonsofthoughts.Where

thereisalimitofunderstandingItryhardto

smile.TohidethepainthatIamfeeling.Hidden

bymyfleshandhiddenwithin.Willthesweet



thingswesharedisappearaslifeopennew

chaptersleavingtheoldonestoperish.Willyou

forevercarrymeinyourspiritandsoul.Willyou

rememberthedayswespenttogether"

Iwasacryingmess.Hepickedmeup.Hislips

landedonmine.Hishandmovedinsidemyshirt.

Ihadnobraunderneathhegrabbedmybreasts

"Gugupleasetellmetostop.Tellmethatwhat

wearedoingiswrong"

Ijustmoanedhemademefeelgood.Ipushed

himandwenttolockthedoor.ThelastthingI

wantedwasforpeopletowalkinonus.He

kissedmytempleIsmiled

"YouarestillbeautifulGugu"Iwhispered

"Thankyou"



Idirectedhimtomyroom

hecarriedmetomyroom.Heremovedmy

shorts.Iliftedmywaistgivinghimaccesstodo

whathewantedtodowithme.Iwasnownaked

.Iwassowetforhim.Iwantedhimtodo

whateverhewantedtodo.Hefingerswere

circlingmynipples.Histeethwereteasingmy

nipples.

"Guguyouaresosexydamnyouwere

supposedtobemine"histonguewentintomy

cookiewhichwasleakinghemuffedmeIcame

twice.Isatontopofhisfaceandrodehis

tongue

"YoutastesogoodGugu"Igotoffhim.He

removedhisclothesandheldhisthicklight

skinnedcock.Hedirecteditintomycookie



"OuchohdamnLizwiyou..Damn"

"Guguopenyoureyes"mybodywasbowing

downtohiscommands.Hewasmovingina

slowrhythmfillingmeupwitheachandevery

stroke.Tearswerecomingoutfrommyeyes.

Thiswasasweetsindamn.Wechanged

positionsandwentforthedogstyle.Herode

meuntilIcouldn'tfeelmylegs.Hehada

staminafordays
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SindisopulledSenzobyhisshirt.Hegotvery

angryandstartedfightinghim

"SenzoIamwarningyou,youknowwhatIwill



dotoyourstubbornassnowmoveit"he

calmeddownfollowingSindiso

"Sindisowhatwillmydaughtersaywhenshe

seesyoupullingmelikeadog"

Sindisolookedathimthinkingdeeplybefore

lettinghimgo

"Oklet'sgofurther"theywalkedawayfrom

everyone

"What'swrongSindiso?Uhkwenzenjani?

Awuzwaninokuthula(what'shappening?You

aretheenemyofpeace)"Sindisoshookhis

head



"Ishouldbetheoneaskingyouthatquestion.

YouwerenotsupposedtobehereIdidyoua

favourbyinvitingyouevenifeveryonewas

againstit.Itoldthemthatyouwereachanged

personbutyouprovedthemright.Whydidyou

hitthatboy?Imagineusingagun"

"Iwasjustplayingwithhimafterheslappedmy

daughter"

"Youcan'tplaywithachildusingagunand

expecteveryonetobeokwithit.Itdoesn'twork

likethatMangethe.Thatisyourbrother'sson

youhavetotreathimlikeyourown."Senzo

noddedlookingaway

"Ihearyoubafo,pleaseapologisetoGuguon

mybehalf"



"WhataboutDumi?Youneedtoapologiseto

himtoo"

"Mhmm"

"Senzodon'ttellmethatyouarestillonthat

phaseofwantingGugu.Youbetterdestroythat

factuation"herubbedhistearyeyesbitinghis

lowerlip

"Ican'tgetoverher,Istillfeelguiltyabout

rapingher.Itwasn'tmyintentiontohurther,her

tearyeyes,herscreamsIswearIstillsee

everythingwhenIsleepatnight.Iammonster

Sindiso"Sindisorubbedhisback

"Youneedtoforgiveyourselfisn'titthatyougot



yourpunishmentinjail?(Senzonodded)Gugu

canneverbeyours.Concentrateonyourfamily

andforgetabouther"

"MhmIhearyou"

"Thatisyourbrother'swife,youneedto

apologisetoDumi"

"IwillgoandgetmydaughterIdon'twanttobe

inthesamespaceasGugu"

"Stayawayfromhershe'sofflimits"

"Ehhe"

Theywalkedbackintothehouse.

SenzolovedGugu,hehadlovedherthevery



firstdayhesawher.Tohimhewasn'tlikeany

otherwomenhehadeverbeenwith.Heloved

herstrongcharacterandherbluntness.Her

darkskin,shewasatruedefinitionofmelanin.

Senzoapologisedtohisparentsandalsoto

Dumiwhowasfumingwithanger.

MawewascomfortingmeIhatedhowSenzo

usedtogetawaywitheverythingbecausehe

wasfamily.Siyahadalreadygonetobed.

"Guguyoudon'thavetoberudeinfrontofyour

inlaws.Youneedtorespectthemtheywillthink

thatIdidn'traiseyouwell"

"Maweyoualwayscareaboutwhatpeoplethink

aboutyou.WhatabouthowIfeel?Whatabout

myhappiness?"



"Atsomepointyouneedtoputotherpeople's

needsfirst.Whenyoubecomeselfishwithyour

happinessyouwillregretintheend"

"IamproudlyselfishMaweandIwillnot

changeforanybody"MaKheswawalkedinand

satonthecouch

"GuguSenzoisapologisingforhisbehaviour"

"Whereishe?sothatIcanfinishhimoff

uyadelelauSenzohedoesn'tseeme"she

laughed

"MaNgcoboyouknowyourdaughterisstraight

andforwardshecallsaspadeaspade.Ihave

neverseenapersonthisblunt"wealllaughed



"MaIamnotbadyouarenowexaggerating,I

amsosorrythatSenzoruinedourparty.You

shouldchangehisnametoNkathazoheis

problematicnotalittlebutveryproblematic

yaziheisatroublesomeperson"

"KahleMaNdabathatismysonyouaretalking

about"Mawegiggled

"Bothofyouaredramatic.Goandsleepwith

yourhusbands"

"ChaMaNgcoboIamsleepingwithyoutoday.

Guguwearegoingtoourroomnow"

"Iamalsosleepingwithyou,Iknowyouwantto

gossip"



"HeywenaGuguoldpeopledon'tgossipthey

talk.TellherMaKheswathisdaughterinlawof

yoursneedsprayer"

"HhayikeMaNgcoboprayersfailedangithishe

goestochurchthisoneneedsatraditional

healer"theywenttoMawe'sroomlaughing.

Everyonehadalreadylefttherewasalotof

plateslyingonthegroundoutside.Icarriedall

thedirtydishesinsidethehouse.Allthese

glassesandplatesneededtobewashed,I

startedwashingthemaround9andIfinished

around12.

WhenIgotinsidetheblanketsDumipulledme

closer



"IloveyouGugu"

"GobacktosleepZwane"

"Okgoodnight"hekissedmybackandslept.

Iwokeuplatethefollowingmorning.God

knowsthatIwastired.

Mytwofavouriteladieswereeating

"Beingalandlordisnice,youwakeuplateWhen

yourmaidshavealreadycleanedyourdirty

house"Mawelaughedatanythingthatwas

spokenbyMaKheswatoherMaKheswawasa

comedian



"Thesamelandlordwashedalldishesthatwere

plentyanddirty.Sheallowedthetwomaidsto

sleepinherhousewithoutdoingthechores"

Theyalllaughedandcontinuedhavingtheir

breakfast.

IwalkedtoDumihewaswearinghisshortsthat

wereshowinghissexybody.Iswallowedthe

lumpthatwasonmythroatDumidroveme

crazyIwasfallinghardforhimeveryday

"BacktoEarthMaNdaba"Igiggledshylylooking

away

"StoplookingatmeDumi.Iamgoingtochurch

Ihopeyouwilltakecareofeveryone"



"Babycomeonyouwillgonextweek.Everyone

isstillhere whatwillmyparentssay"

"Okletmestartpreparingthebrunch"he

grabbedmyass

"Dumistopthereareelders"myeyesmovedto

Maweshewaspissedoff.

Wespentthewholedaytalkingandlaughing.

MakheswawasverytalkativeBab'Zwanewas

enjoyingallherstories.

Mondaycameourparentsleft.

"WheneverIhavetoleavemyheartbreaks"



"StopcryingMaIwillvisityounextmonthifI

amstillunemployed"

"OkMaNdaba,letmego"IwavedatBab'Zwane

hesmiledatme

"Makotiwehopetoseeyousoon"

"TravelsafeIwillvisityouinmonth'stime"

AmonthpassedIhadbeenapplyingalloverfor

ajobnoneofthecompanieswereresponding

Dumicamebackfromworkearlier

"Babyyoulooktired"



"IamtiredDuminoneofthecompaniesare

callingme.IfeellikegivingupMangethe"

"Theywillcallyoujustbepatient.Whatareyou

cookingtoday?"

"Iamnotcooking,IjustwanttosleepI'mnot

feelingok"hekissedmyforehead

"Iwillordertakeawaysforus"

IwenttosleepDumiwokemeuparoundeight.

WeateinsilenceafterdinnerIdecidedtobreak

thesilence

"WhereisSiya?"



"Heisalreadysleeping,babydon'tworryItake

careofyouright?Youalsoselljustbeahouse

wife"

"Iamnotwillingtobethekeptwife.Ineedmy

ownindependencelove"

"It'snotlikeyouaregoingtobetheunkeptwife.

Iwilltakecareofyoubaby"

"Iloveyoubaby,butdon'tmakemechoose

betweenmyindependenceandyou"

"OkMaNdaba"Iwentbacktobed.

Daysweremovingveryfastmyhopeoffinding



ajobwasslowlydepreciating

Iwokeuparound9everyonehadalreadyleft

IreceivedacallfromMawe

"MaNdabahowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouMawe?"

"IjustwantedtotellyouthatIloveyou

wholeheartedly.Ihopemyteachingswerenot

invain"Ilaughed

"WhereareyouMawe?"

"IamgoingtoSandtonIneedtodeliver



somethingstoMrsVictoria"

"Pleasecomebackherewhenyouaredone,I

willdriveyoubackhome"

"IloveyouMaNdaba"

"IloveyoumoreMawe"

Dumicamebackhomearoundthree.

"Mangethewhyareyoubackhometooearly?"

"Wefinishedearly"myphonerangitwasBusi

"Dadehowareyou?(Laughing)wondersshall

neverend.TodayIreceivedacallfromyou"



"StopwithyourcrazinessGugu(Laughing)is

Dumiaround?"

"Yesheisnexttome,doyouwanttotalkto

him"

"Nomydear,IjustwantedtotellyouthatMawe

isnomore"Ilaughed

"Areyoujoking?It'snotthefirstofApril"

"Shediedonherwaytothehospitalaftershe

gotintoanaccident"Idroppedmyphone.I

didn'twanttobelievehernonsense

"Dumi...."myvisiondarkened



Iwokeupinahospitalmyheartwasn'tstrong

enoughtohandlethenews

"Dumiisittrue"thedoctorwalkedin

"MrsZwanehowareyou?"

"Idon'tknow"helookedatmesadly

"Youhaveaheartproblemtryandnotget

stressed"

Icouldn'thearthenonsensehewastellingme

Hegavemesomemedications.Ileftthe

hospitalthefollowingday.



"Gugu"

"Pleasedon'ttalktomeDumitakemeto

SowetoIneedmymom"

"GuguwewillgotoSowetowehavetogoto

ourhousefirst"

"Nodon'tmakemechangemymindabout

gettingaliftfromyou,takemetoSoweto"

Thedrivewaslongandsilent.Whenwegot

homeIjumpedoffthecarandrantothehouse

Mysisterswerecrying



"ZinziwhereisMawe?(Crying)Busiwhereis

she?Ineedmymommy"

Myauntswerecryingintheircorner.

"Shedied,Ican'tbelievethis..wearenow

orphans"Zinzicriedmore.Busihuggedus

"Iwillalwaysbehereforyou"

"It'snotthesameBusiwhyisGodpunishingus

thismuch?Coulditbethesinsofour

ancestors.Thesinsofourforefathers.Iwantto

dietoo"Icriedmyheartratestartedincreasing

itwasbecominghardformetocontrolthe

pace



"Dumihurryupandhelpus.Wecan'tloseGugu

too"Ifelthisstronghandtouchingmycheek

"Gugu..breathbabyplease.Doyouwantto

leaveSiyaalone?Doyouwanttoleaveme

alone?Openyoureyesbaby"Itriedopeningmy

eyesbutIwasfailing.Busigavemewater.I

wasnowenvelopedinDumi'sembrace.

Acceptingherdeathwashardforme,myheart

keptontellingmethatitwasaprank.Days

weregoingslowly.Myunclescame.People

werestealingfoodandourproperty.Noneof

ushadthestrengthtofight.Foodusedto

disappearwithoutatrace.Idon'trememberthe

lasttimeIhadagoodsleep.Wedroveto

Estcourt.Iwaslostinmyownthoughts.My

mindcouldn'tregisteralltheeventsthat

occurred.Herlastcallmeantgoodbye.They



saypeopleknowwhenitistheirtimetodie

Mawefeltit.

Whenwegothomeourrelativeshadalready

startedwiththenightvigil.Makheswaand

Bab'Zwanewerewithus.Dumiwasbalancing

mesincethepowerofminewasnomore.

Myheartwasthrobbingwithpain.Thewounds

ofmysoulwereresurrected.Mysoulwas

scarred.Mawehadbetrayedme.Shehadleft

meintheworldfullofevil.

Peoplesangthewholenight.

Ourcommunitywasverysupportivebutmost

ofthemwerethereforfreefood.

MysistersandIwerecryingsomuchthatwe



failedtosayourgoodbyes.Shewastheonly

personwhotreateduswithlove.

"Dumithisfeelslikeadream"hisbody

tightenedagainstmine

"Pleasedon'tbreakdown"

"Idon'thaveparentsDumi..NowMaweisgone

whatamIwithouther"Ijustkneltdowncrying.

Therewasnolightintheendofthetunnel.God

hadtakenmyshieldandmyhappiness.My

eyeswenttoDumi

"ThisfeelslikeadreamDumi.Thewhole

scenariofeelsunreal.BabyamIhallucinating"

"YouarenotNdaba"..theystarteddigginga

whole.Theycarriedherastheywereaboutto



putherinsidethegraveIfreedmyselffrom

Dumirunningtothemenwhowerecarryingher

"Mamawakeupplease,wheneveryonerejected

usyoulovedus.(Screaming)Maweplease

wakeupBandlaGodifyouarealiveshowme

yourmiracles.LazarusRoseupfromthedead

doitforMawe"Dumipickedmeupcrying.

AshestoAshes

DusttoDust

Soilwasthrownontopofhercasket.

Shewasaqueenmywarrior.Hersoulrestedin

peace

IflinchedwhenIsawthemburyingher

Shewasgonebutneverforgotten
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Iwokeupfeelingabittiredandstillwanting

moreofLizwi.Ilookedathimsleepingso

peacefullyandmyclitjustdanced.Hereally

wasahandsomeman.Ineededmoreofhim

becausedamnhereallyknowshowtoputit

down.

“Lizwi.”Itriedwakinghimup

“Hmmm.”

“Vuka.”

“I’mstillsleeping.”



“Kantiwhydidyoucomehere?”

“Tocomfortyou.”

“Youcallthiscomfortingme?”

“WhatdoyouwantGugu?”

“Iwouldntwanttocarryguiltwithinmeover

somethingthatIdidntevenenjoyHaaijust

wakeup”

Helaughed

“Ibambeizovuka(holditIwillgethard.”Ilicked

mylips.Mycookiewasreadyforhim,Iwanted

himtomakemefeelgood.Iputmyhandin



betweenhisthighsmyfingersmovedtohis

crotch,Istartedstrokinghisdick,hemoanedas

hegrewinmyhand.Thislightskinnedguywas

reallygifted.

“AhhGugushit.”

Hiseyeshadgottensmall

“IneedyouLizwi.”

Hegotontopofmeandkissedme.His

erectionwaspressedagainstmybarecookie.

Hemoveddowntomyneckandsuckedonit,

myjuiceswereflowingfreely.Hewas

massagingmybreastsandIwasamoaning

mess.HeflickedhistongueonmynippleandI

lostit,thepleasureIwasexperiencingwasso

intense.



“Lizwiplease.”

“Whatdoyouwantbaby?”Heaskedwithmy

nipplestillinhismouth.

“Iwantyouinside.”

“Youwantmeburieddeepinsideyou?”

“Please.”Hemovedspreadingkissestomy

torso.Hepositionedhismanhoodonmy

entranceandslowlypushedhimselfin.

“AhhhhhhhLizwi.”

“ShitGuguyoufeelsogood.”Hestarted

movinginandouthittingtherightspotwith



eachstroke.Hesuckedmynipplesdrivingme

crazier.Ididn’tknowwhattodowithmyself,I

washoldingontohimfordearlife.Hestarted

movingfasterandthesoundsofourmoans

andourskinagainsteachotherfilledtheroom.

Icameapartandhekeptgoing.“Shhiiiit.”He

releasedthenfeelontopofme.Westayedlike

thatuntilwegotourbreathingundercontrol.

“You’regonnakillmeyaziLizwi.”

“Noyou’regonnakillmemaNdaba,youarethe

onethatwokemeup.”

“Haisuka.”

“IwantmoreofyouGugu.”Hepushedhisfinger

inandstartedworkingme.



“AhhLizwilet’sgobathfirst.”Wewenttothe

bathroomandgotintotheshower.Hestarted

massagingmybreastsbutIwantedtomake

himfeelgood.Idroppedonmykneesandtook

himinmymouth.Iflickedmytonguearound

histipandheletoutasoundthatIdidn’t

understand.Itriedtotakeallofhiminmy

mouthbutIcouldn’t,hewastoobig.Ikepton

suckinghimandstrokinghimupanddown.I

wasalternatingbetweensuckinghiscockand

balls.Heheldmyheadtightlyandmademe

movefaster.Heletoutagrowlasheshothis

loaddownmythroat.Hepulledmeupand

smashedhislipsonmine.Heturnedmearound

mademeputmyhandsonthewallthenparted

mylegs.HerammedintomeandIfeltair

leavingmybody.HewasroughandIlikedit.He

pinchedmynipplesashewaskissingmyneck.

Hepulledout,pickedmeupandputmeagainst

thewall.Heinsertedhimselfandstarted

movingslowly,hekissedmeandourtongues



dancedwitheachother.Hestartedpickingup

hispaceandIfeltmybodyshakeasawavehit

me.

“AhhhhhmaNdabayourpussy.”

“HarderLizwi.”Hekeptgoingatafastpace

untilhereleased.Hekissedmethenputme

downandbathedme.Wegotout,dried

ourselvesthenheadedbacktobed.Hepulled

mecloseandkissedmyforehead.

“ThankyouforthismaNdaba.”

“ThankyouMhlongo.”

HesleptoverIwaswokenupbyhimthe

followingmorning

"Goodmorningnkosazana"



"Whyareyoubeingformal?Iamnotaqueen.I

didn'tknowthatyouweregoodinbed"he

grinned

"Whenyousawmeyousawachurchboywho

didn'tknowanything"Ilaughed

"NonotreallyIhadneverthoughtthatfar.Why

isyourwifegivingbirthlikeababymaking

machine?"Helaughed

"Iknowhowtodomyjob.Ifyouwerewithme

youcouldhavebeenhavingtenchildrenwho

havemysexylipsandtheyweregoingtohave

yourbluntcharacter"Ilaughed

"Youarecrazy"



"Wecouldhavebeengoingtochurchtogether

andyouwouldputyourmakeupwhenweare

drivingmanjewebothmessedup"

"Yeswedidmessup"

"Iblamemyselffornotforcingyoutogowith

me"

"It'sthepastthatneedstobeburied"

"JustlikeIburiedmyselfinsideyou"Imade

breakfastforus

"Stopbeingcrazywena,youaregettingtoobig

foryourshoes"



LizwiandIspokeaboutourlivesthewholeday.

Weevenspokeaboutthememoriesweshared

withMawe.Itwasnowtimeforhimtoleave.He

stoodupandgavemeonelastkiss.Iknewthat

Iwasnevergoingtoseehimagain.Ourpast

wasdeadandburied.Whatwehaddonewith

LizwiwasasecretIwasgoingtogoingtomy

gravewithwith.MaDlomooftensaidthatno

matterhowhappyyouareyoudon'ttellanyone

aboutyoucheatingonyourhusband.Nopang

ofguilthitmyheartaftermyencounterwith

Lizwi.Ididn'tsleepwithhimforclosureno.It

hadnothingtodowithpainitwasmedoing

whatIwanted.

IhadbeenstayingatMawe'splacefornearly

twoweeks.Iwasn'tgettinganybetter.Isaton

mybedcrying.

"GugumakaSiya"Iopenedmysoreeyes.Dumi

lookedworried



"Howdidyougetin?"

"Itwasn'tlockedbaby.YouknowthatSowetois

notsafewhydidyousleepwiththedoor

unlocked?Ifsomethingwastohappentoyou

whatwasIgoingtosaytoSiya?"

"Idon'tknow"

"Ihavealreadypackedyourthingswearegoing

backhome"

"ButDumi.."

"NobutsMaNdabadon'tmakemecarryyouto

thecar"Idraggedmyselftothecar



Helockedthehouseandgavemethekeys.We

werebothlostinoursilence.Whenwewere

halfwayhomehereducedthevolumeofhis

radio

"Pleasepickupthepiecesandbestrongfor

Siya.Hehasbeencryingsincemomtoldhim

aboutthepassingawayofMawe"helookedat

me.Ilookedoutsidethewindowwipingmy

tears

"Idon'thavethewilltoliveanymore"he

stoppedthecarinthemiddleoftheveld.He

openedthedoor

"Getoutnow"heshoutedmakingmetostartle

"Dumi"



"Crynowwewillleaveherewhenyouaretired

ofcrying"

Ijustcriedandcrieduntiltherewerenomore

tearsinme

"Inowhaveaheadache"

"Wewillgetyouwaterinthegarage"wedrove

tothegarageheparkedandrantobuyme

water.Itookhisphoneandbrowsedthroughit.

TherewerepicturesofSiyaandhimwalkingin

theZooIsmiledthroughtears.Imissedmyson.

Hecamebackandgavemealitreofwater

"Finishthatwater"Igiggled

"Yessir".



Wegothomearoundfive,whenSiyasawmehe

ranandjumpedonme

"Mommyyousaidyouwillneverleaveus.Why

didyouleave?"

"Ineverleftmyson.Iwasbusyhowareyou?"

"Iamnotgoodmommy,grannyleftusandwent

toheaven.Whydidsheleaveusmommy?'I

wipedhistears

"Shedidn'tleaveusmysonshewalksright

besideus.It'sjustthatwedon'tseeher"

"Iloveyoumommy"

"Iloveyoumoremyson"



Dumiorderedsomeribs,weatethatfordinner.

Wewenttoourbedroomweweregoingto

sleepasafamily.

Twomonthshadpassedsincemaweleftearth.

Icouldn'twaittogotomyinterviewonMonday.

IcriedthankingGod.

Dumicamehomelate,hehadgonetoDurban.

Hegotinsidethebed..Ifelthishandmovingto

mycoreIpushedhim

"DumiIamstillmourningandyouwantusto

havesex"

"HhabeGuguit'sbeentwomonthssincewegot

intimateandyoukeeponsayingthesame

thing"



"Ifyoucan'twaitanymoregotoSihlemy

brother"hegotangry

"WhydoyouhavetobringSihleinour

conversationalways?UhGuguwhat'swrong

withyou?"

"HeyDumidon'tpullthatvictimcardonme.I

wastheonewhogotplayedhere.Youwere

evensayingthathermouthissweet"

"Ican'ttakethisanymore"hestoodupleaving

theroom

"GoDumibutIwonderwhatwasgoingto

happenifthewheelswereturned,ifyouhad

seenmegivingsomeoneahead"he

immediatelyturnedwithhisfacedarkerwith



fury

"Gugudon'tpressmybuttons.Youareover

steppingyourboundaries.Doyouwanttodo

that?Uh"Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedaside

"GuguIamwarningyou"

"IwantadivorceDumi"helaughedandleftmy

room.Istoodupandlockedtheroom.Thelast

thingIwantedwastobereadyforthisinterview.

Iwokeupthenextmorning,IgotSiyareadyfor

school.Iknockedintheguestroom

"DumiIamleavingpleasedropyoursonat

school"IgaveSiyahislunchboxanddroveto

Sandtonitwasfarfromhome.Thetrafficwas

hectic.



Luckilymyinterviewwasat10am.

Igotthereat9:30.Ifixedmylipstickandgot

insidetheoffice.Thesecuritywasverytight.

Peopleweregoinginonebyone.Itwasnowmy

turn.IsawthemanIhadseentheotherdayI

wonderedhowmanybranchestheyhad.The

interviewwentok.WhenIwalkedoutofthe

roomhefollowedmeandheldmyarm

"Sowemeetagain"Iwasmesmerisedbyhis

eyes.Hecarriedauthorityineachandevery

wordhesaid.

"BacktoEarthnkosazana"

"Yeswemeetagain.Iamreallycursed."I

removedhishandfrommyarm



"Yousuchatoughcookietobreak,"Igavehim

onenastylookandlefthim.

MakaZuzisentmeamessagesayingthatshe

waswaitingformeatleapingfrog

Idroveveryfast,shewaswaitingformeatSpur

MyeyesranallovertheplaceasIgotinside

therestaurantIsawhersittinginthecorner

sectionoftherestaurant.Shestoodupand

huggedme

"MakaZuzi"

"MakaSiyahowareyou?"Shesmiled,shehada



welcomingspiritandcontagiousjoy

"Goodyoumydear?"

"Good,thankyouformeetingupwithmewithin

ashortnotice"weorderedcoffee

"It'sfineiseverythingalright?"

"IamnotokGuguIdon'tmeantomeddlein

yourbusinessbutIthinkyoushouldleave

Dumi.TodayhewascryinginVumani'sarms

sayingyoualwaysbringuphispast"

"Youdidn'tseewhatIsawZanele"

"Thenyouguysshouldseparatesincethis

marriagethingfailedyou.ListenhereGuguiring

iyashisaiyavutha(theringishot)asniceasitis



onyourfingeritcomeswithpain,joyand

burdens"

"Iforgavehim"

"Ifyouforgivesomeoneyoudon'tbringuptheir

past.YouarealsoasinnerbutGodwouldnever

bringyourpast"

"IhearyouZanele"

"IloveyouandIwanttoseeyouworking"

"Thankyoudear"wespokeaboutourkids.We

leftlate.

WhenIgothomeIfoundDumilostinhis

thoughts



"GoodeveningZwane"

"YeboMANDABA"

IwentupstairstochangeIheardthedoor

closing.WhenturningaroundIwasmetbyhis

cologne

"Guguforgiveme"Ikissedhim.Wemadelove

thewholenight.SiyawaswithVumani.

WhenIwokeupthenextmorningtherewas

breakfastnexttome.Itookaquickbathand

atemybreakfast.

Iwasnowofficiallyworking,RMBwassohuge

ithadalotofdepartments.Iusedtoknockoff



atworkat16:00.Mlungisiwasnotgivingupon

mehekeptonfollowingmearoundlikea

hungrydog.Iwasnotentertaininghimatall.

LizwiandInevermetsincethatdayIrefusedto

givehimmynumbers.

WewenthometocleanMawe'sgrave.Ithad

beenthreeyearssinceshepassedaway.She

hadleftuswithwisdomthatwasnevergoingto

leaveus.

Itookaleaveatworkmybodyneededtorest.

Dumihadgoneawayforatrip.Whenhecame

backheboughtThandoandImassage

vouchers.Thandoneededthatthemostshe

hadtwoyearsoldtwinswhichweredrivingher

crazy.

ThandoandImetatCenturion



"Motheroftwins"

"HeyMbuzihowareyou?"

"Goodyoumylove?"

"Good,let'sgetinwearealreadyrunninglate

forourappointment"

WewalkedinsidetheAncienthealthcare

premisesinGolfview.

Aftergettingourmassageweate.Thandowas

reallythankfultoDumi.

IdrovetomyhouseandfoundDumiwashing

hiscar

"Heybaby"



"Heyhoney"hekissedme

"PleasewashmycartooBabakhe"

"Okmylove"

WhenIgotintoourbedroom.IsawDumi's

phone.Iwenttohiswhatsapp

IopenedEmihle'schats,theyweresending

eachothertheirprivateparts.Itookher

numbers.ThelastthingthatIwasgoingtodo

wastoleavemyhusband.

IcalledBusi

"Heydadehowareyou?"



"GoodyouMaNdaba?"

"IamnotgoodntombiDumiischeatingonme.

Thegirlsentherprivateparts"

"Donotfightorgetangryathimcallthegirl

tomorrowwhenheleavesforwork"Iwipedmy

tears

"ThankyouI'llcallyoutomorrow".

SiyaandDumiwalkedinsidethehouselaughing

theyweremyhome.Iwasgoingtolose.After

cookingwewenttobed.Iwokeupattenthe

boyshadleftaroundsix.

Icheckedherprofilepicture,shehadaheart

shapedface.Shewasalightskinnedladywith

sombrelips,herchubbycheeksmadeher



beautiful.Herchinwasprotrudingdownwards.

Hersmilewasbeautiful,shehadmanyteeth

butthatdidn'tmakeheruglyitmadehertobe

morebeautiful.Shewastheoppositeofme.

Tearsdescendedfromeyes.

Irangher..sheanswered

"Emihle'sphonehello"hervoicewasverysexyI

betshewashighlyeducated
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Iswallowedalumpthatwasinmythroat

"Hihowareyousis?"

"Iamgoodandyou?"



"NotgoodthatisthereasonIcalledyouEmihle"

"OoohsoamIgoingtobeofhelptoyou"

"Yesandtellmesomethingwhat'shappening

betweenyouandhusband?"

"Elaboratesiswhatareyousaying?Which

husband?"

"Dumi.."

"Uh..wellwearedatingmyangelIdon'tknow

whyyouaregettingworkedupbecausethis

manofyoursisacatchwhyareyouevening

complaining?"



"YouareahomewreckerEmihlehowdoyou

datesomeonewhoismarried?Areyounot

scaredofkarma

?Ifyouwereinmyshoeshowwereyougoing

tofeel?"

"Number1yesIamahomewreckertellme

somethingthatIdon'tknow.Karmadoesn't

existmommy.IamnotinyourshoesandIwill

neverbeinyourshoes"

"Youwerenottaughtselfrespect"

"Tellyourhusbandthat,actuallytiehimonthe

tree,keephimontheleash.Donotwasteyour

timecallingme"



"Hedoesn'tloveyouEmihlehelovesmeandhis

son"

"Ouuisit?Thenwhyareyougettinginsecure

woman.Ain'tyouhappythatyougotthering?

Whyareyouanaggingwife?Youshouldbe

gratefulthatIhelpyourhusbandrelease

tension"

"Youdon'thaveselfrespectEmihle.Dumiisa

marriedwhoisusingyouforhisownbenefits"

"IknowIamalsousinghimforgoodsexand

moneysincehe'smoniedhegivesyenahe

doesn'tfoolaround.Evenifyousayhedoesn't

lovemethatdoesn'tchangethelengthofhis

penis.It'snotlikewhenheleaveshomehis

Libidodies.Whenhecomestomehestillgets

hardandridesme"



Idroppedthecallandcried.

IsentMlungisianemailsayingthatIwas

cuttingmyleaveIwasgoingbacktoworkthe

followingday.

Busicalledme

"MaNdabaukhulumenayelonondindwa(did

youcallthatbitch)"Ibrokedown

"Dumihasbruisedmyegoanddegradedmy

dignity.Thatgirlwasshittingontopofmyhead

tellingmeabouthowgoodDumiis"

"CalmdownMaNdabathesidechicksarelike

that.Theiraimistobruiseyourego"



"IamnotmadeupforthisntombikaNdaba.

Clearlymymomisturninginhergrave"

"Gugutheringonyourfingersdoesn'tcomeas

anexpensiveluxurythatfitsyourfingerreally

wellbutitalsocomeswithbaggage.Youdo

notleaveyourmarriagewhenitgetstoughbut

youcompromiseandmakeitwork"

"BusiInearlydiedbecauseofDumi's

shenanigans.Heisrepeatingitagain.Hewill

killmeintheendwithviruses.Thismarriageis

likeaturmoilinsteadofbeingablessingit'sa

curse"

"Don'tsaythatkaNdaba,wewillfastforthree

daysthedevilistryingtodestroyagoodthing.

HeseesthatyoumadeDumi,hehadnothing

whenyouguysmetnowthatheisrichheis



treatingyoulikegarbage.Thedevildoesn't

wanttoseepeoplehappy.Praysispray

commandtheevilspiritstoleave"

"HhayiBusiwhyshouldweblamethedevilin

everythingthatwedowhichisagainsttheword

oftheLord,roadaccidentfundmadehimnot

me.SometimesIwishthatIwasn'tmarried.I

regretgoingdowntheaisle.IthurtsBusi

becauseSiyawillgetaffectedineverythingthat

wedo.Hehatesitwhenwestaywithouthis

father.TobehonestIdon'twanttostayformy

son.Themarriageistootoxicforme"

"Bepatientmyangelumshadouyabekezelwa.

Youcan'tletalltheseyearsgodownthedrain."

"IwillseeBusi,IhatestressDumiislikea

woundthatisboilingandachingwithmassive



pain.Hekeepsondoingonethingandanother"

"DonotsaythatNdabamaybehewantsachild.

Givehimthatheisgoingtochange"

"BusiI'mnotgoingtogetpregnantforDumi

maybeforanothermanwhoseemeasawife

materialnotadoormat.Dumiwillgetkidsfrom

EmihleandoSihle"

"HhayikentombiIwillhearfromyou"

"Iwanttopourhotwateronhimhedoesn't

knowmewell"

"Gugudon'tyoudaredothat.Heisgoingtokill

you,youbetterstayawayfromfights"



"Busihe'spokingme,todayhisbitch

disrespectedme.Theresultsofdatinga

manwhoreandanonChristianarebad."

"ZinziistheonlywhoisblessedkaNdaba.

Nhlakaniphoischangingheoftenapologises

fornothing"

"Siyakuhalaliselacongratulationsbye"

IneverlovedNhlakaniphotalkingabouthim

mademewanttopuke.Rosinahourmaidhad

gonewithSiyatovisitherkids.Shewasgoing

tocomebackonThursdayandSiyaloved

taggingalong.

Themanwhorewalkedinsmiling.Helooked



sexifiedIbethehadpassedbyEmihle'splace.

ThemanIdatedwhenhehadnothing.Whenhe

stayedinaoneroomwasnowcapableof

treatingmelikeshit.Iblinkedmytearsaway

"Heyhoney"hetriedkissingmeIpushedhim

away

"Hi"

"Whyareyoubeingcold?Itriedkissingyouand

youpushedmeaway"

"GoandbrushyourteethIdon'tknowwhere

yourmouthwas.Whoyoukissed?OhWhoyou

muffed?SinceyouarefatherChristmas.The

lastthingthatIwantisconsumingvirusesthat

yousuccumbedwhenyouwerewithyour

whores"Iturnedaroundandwenttothekitchen



hefollowedme

"Guguyouaretooloudandyouspitvomit

what'syourstory"

"Dumiyouareacheater.It'struewhentheysay

cheatersdon'tchange,theywillneverchange

theirspots"hehuffed

"WhatareyoutalkingaboutGugulethu?stop

speakinginriddles"

"Whyareyoucheatingonme?"

"IamnotcheatingonyouGugu.Imadeavow

nottoevercheatonyou"Ichuckledbitterly



"Didn'tEmihletellyouthatIcalledher?"

"Who'sthatGugu?"

"Thegirlwhosendsyouherprivateparts.What

doyouwanthere?Whydon'tyougobacktoher?

"

"WhydidyouinvademyprivacyMaNdaba?

Whydidyouopenmyphone?"

"Don'taskmethatDumi"

"Ihavebeenfaithfultoyou,Ihavegivenyou

nothingbutlovewhyareyounotgrateful?You

areinvadingmyprivacyforwhatgoodreason?"



"Youarenotdoingmeafavourbybeingfaithful.

Ohno(Laughing)areyoukiddingmeuh?You

perusemyphoneasifit'syours.Youneverhear

mecomplain.Nowyouaresayingprivacy

invasion(Laughing)Thiza"

"YesprivacyinvasionGugu.Don'tyourfriends

tellyouthatwhenyoutouchaman'sphoneyou

willfindwhateverthatyouarelookingfor"

"Iwouldn'texpectThandototellmethatshit

becauseshegotmarriedtomanwhofearsGod,

who'snotadisgustingcheater.Whovalueshis

vows.IwishIcouldturnbackthehandsoftime

andcorrectmymistakes.(Continuedwashing

dishes)maybeIcouldhavebeenapastor'swife

now.Fearlustitwillshowyouflames"

Istartedsinging



"HeywenaGuguyouaresingingwhenweare

stilltalking"Icontinuedwashingdishes.He

roughlygrabbedmyarm

"Iamtalkingtoyou"

"Leavemealone"

"Let'stalk"

"WhyareyoucheatingonmeDumi?Isit

becausesheisfatandlightskinned"

"NoIamsorry"



"Isitbecauseshe'slightskinned?"

"Yes"henoddedlookingdown

"WhydidyoupursuemeDumi?Whyareyou

hinderingmyblessings?Whyareyoua

stumblingblockinmylife"

"Iamsorry"

"YouknewIwasdarkwhydidyoupursueme"

"IguessIwasblindedbyyourjujunowmyeyes

havebeenopened.Youshouldatleastbuy

somethingthatwilllightenyourskinalittlebit

youaretoodarkGugu"Iwipedmytears



"IamdonewithyouwenaDumiIwillnotallow

youtokillme"

"Youaremywifeandwearenotdivorcing"

"Iamleavingforgoodyouevilbastard"

"YouarenotleavingmeyouaremywifeIpaid

lobolaforyou"

"Youdon'tlovemeyoulovetheideaofowning

me.Todayitendshererightnow"

"Youarenotleavingme"

"Watchme"asIwasrunningupthestairshe

pulledmebymyweaveIfellonmybackhe



startedpullingmebymyweavedraggingme

"Youarehurtingme(Screaming)leaveme

alonewena"

"Youwillrespectme"Icried

"Iregretbeingwithyou"

FuryengulfedhimhehadturnedintoabeastI

wasunfamiliarwith

"Saythatagain"

"Ihateyou"hesatonmychestandslappedme

Idugmynailsonhisneck



"Gugustopwhatyouaredoing"Iwentdeeper

heslappedmeharderIscreamed

"Mawe..."Mycriesechoedintheentirehouse

"Youwillcry"hegotoffme.Icrawledandwent

tomykitchencornerbloodwascomingoutof

mymouth

"Lookwhatyoumademedo"hecarriedmeto

thebathroomandwashedme.Mylowerliphad

acut.

"Wewillnotfightagainbaby,IgottemptedIwill

leaveherforyoutrustmebaby"Inodded.

Fearhadcrippledmycapacityofthinking.



Heorderedsometakeawaysfordinner

"Comelet'seatNdaba"

Heopenedthechairformehedishedupforus

"It'syourfavouritebaby"

"ThankyouZwane"

Aftereatingwewenttobed.Heleftearlierthe

nextmorningafterkissingmyforehead.

Iwenttobatharound6

"Whoareyou?(Lookingatthemirror)Idon't

recogniseyou"

Icrumbledonthegroundandcried.



"GodIbringmyhusbanduntoyouralterplease

savehimforme.Protectourmarriagethedevil

mighttrytoseparateusbutpleaseGoddo

whatyouknowisthebestAmen"

Iworeveryfastandwenttowork.Imadeiton

timeIfixedmyselfonemoretime.Igreeted

everyoneandwenttomyoffice

Mlungisicametomyoffice

"Youmissedusthatmuchthatyoudecidedto

cutyourleave"

"Keeponfoolingyourself"hegotclosertome

"Guguareyouok?"Itooksometissueand



startedblowingmynoise,Iwantedtohidemy

cut

"Ihaveflu"helookedatmylowerlip

"Diditaffectyourlips"Iavoidedeyecontact

"Yes"IbustoutcryingIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.

Hepulledmeclosertohim
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Helookedatmewithsatisfaction,Iwasinhis

handsbeggingforMercy.



"Takeyourphoneandcallyourboss.Tellhim

thatyouwon'tgotoworkanymore.Tellhim

thatyouaremovingtoDurbanrightnow"

"Dumiyoucan'tdenymemy.."heslappedme

bloodcameoutofmytwoopeningsprofusely

"Shouldwedothisthehardwayortheeasy

way"

"IambleedingDumi"

"NgathisewazikakhuluweGugukhuzeka

yiminaubabawakuleliawuyenaubaba

uyangizwangithiniMaNdaba(youarebehaving

asifyouknowalotIamtheheadofthishouse

doyouhearme)"Ilimpedgoingtothe



bathroomandwipedmynoseIhadaterrible

headacheafterwipingthemIwentbackto

listentohisnonsense

"EhheniZwane"hehandedmethephone.

Luckilyhehadnotaskedmetobeontheloud

speaker

"GoodeveningMrNdlovu"

"WhatsAppwithformalitiesmyfuturewife"

"Iwouldliketoresignwithanimmediateeffect"

hehuffed

"WhatdoyoumeanGugu?Areyoukiddingme?

Isthisafuckenprank?"



"IamleavingforDurbanIgotabetterofferIam

sorrytodisappointyou"

"Doyouknowthatyouwillbepaidlessmoney?

"myvoicewasnowcrackingitwasnolonger

adamant

"Yessir"

"Didhemakeyoudothis?"

"Anythingisfinesir"

"Guguyouarenotansweringme.Doeshebeat

you?Didhemakethatdecisionforyou?Gugu

areyoufine?"



"Myhusbandwillcomeandgetmystuff

tomorrow.Thankyouforunderstanding"

"Gugumylovewai..."Idroppedthecall.

"YouseeGuguwhenyoulistenwedothingsthe

easyway"hewalkedoutoftheroomtalkingto

Xonthephonelaughingsuchabastardhewas.

NhlakaniphowasbetterthanDumi,hewas

neverabusivebuthewasacheater.

IsentThandoamessagetellinghertovisitme

thefollowingday.Mybodywastoosoreto

cook.Dumiwaslikehisbrotherabrutalrapist.

Godwasmysourceofstrength.

"Mawe(sobbinglookingatherselfonthemirror)

whereareyou?Whydidyouleaveme?Atthis



verymomentIwanttodie.Idon'tknowwhatto

do.IamfailingtotalktoGod.Ifonly..Ifonly

(sobbing)IhadwaitedupontheLord.Ifailedto

followthewaysofmychurch.Ifailedtolisten

toyou.Mylifeisawound.Iambeing

tormentedbythemanwhosoldmedreams,he

ismyhell"Ifixedmyselfawarmbathand

dippedmycaramel-sunskinnedskinwithspots.

Thiswasn'tme,mycharacterandmyidentity

wasdefamedbythemanIloved.

Iwokeuparound8thewaterwasalreadycold.I

tookmygownandwentdownstairs

"WhendidyoucomebackIthoughtyouwerein

Roosevelt"Siyalaughed

"Mommywecamebackhalfanhourago.

(HuggingGugu)daddysaysyouarenolonger

goingtowork.Iloveyoumommy.Ican'twait

foryoutogivemeasmallbaby.Ihavebeen



cryingandcrying"Ilaughed

"Wewillbuythebabywhenyouareinmatric"

"Nomommydoitnow"

"UdakiweSiya,RosiRosiwhatdidyouguys

bringme?Iamsohungry"

"HhayiMadamwedidn'tgetyouanything.Go

andsitdownIwillmakeyousomething"

"Isitnice?"

"Trustmeitisgood,especiallyforapersonwho

lookstiredasyou"Isighed



"ThankyouRosinah"Iwalkedtodiningroom

drinkingmyhotchocolate.

After30minutesRosicamewithamouth

wateringfood.MytummygrowledIhadlast

hadamealwhenIwaswithMlu

"GeezRosiwhatisthis?"Idrankthesoupthat

hadprawns

"It'sthetomyumsoup,Itriedlimitingthechilli

foryou"myeyesmovedtomyplate

Itlookedlikeafoldover

"OhmyGodRosiwhat'sthat?"Shelaughed

"Thoseareeggstheyhavegreenpepper,

tomatoesandgreenbeansinside"



"Thisissoyummy"

"Thisfoodhealsbrokenheartsmadam"she

walkedout.

AftereatingIwenttobed,Dumiwalkedin

around3amsmellingofcheapperfumesucha

bastardhewas

Iwokeuparound5amandwenttothestudy.I

lockedmyselfthere...

WhenIopenedthedoorIwalkedintothedevil

"MorningMaNdaba"

"Fuckyougofuckyourselfmyboy.TodayIam

takingmypowerback.Youarebitcha

narcissisticperson.Youareasadistsucha

dog"hetriedraisinghishand



"Idareyoutobeatmeyoudog.Stupidmanwho

thinksthatheisallthat.Myboywhatmakes

youamanisthatthingofyoursthatyougo

aroundshowcasingtohoes.Youareahoea

pieceofshit"hegotveryangry

"GuguIwillkillyou"Siyacametousrunning

"Mommywhat'swrong?"

"Didn'tyougotoschoolmyboy?"

"It'sSaturdaymommy"Ihuggedhim

"Ohokmydeartelldaddythatyouguysshould

goout"myeyesmovedtoDumiSiyalookedat

him



"Gogetreadyboywearegoingoutformovies"I

leftthemtalking.

IwenttoRosinah'sroom

"Morningmadam"

"SukawenaRosiIwillsleephere"shelookedat

mewithaquestioninglookandwentout.

AfteranawesomesleepIwenttothemain

house.IbathedafterbathingIlookedformy

clothes.ThandocameIjustcried

"Sshhbabywhat'swrong?"

"Lifeiswrongbaby"



"Gugutalktome"

"Dumihasbeenbeatingandcheatingonme.He

toldmeabouthowuglyIam.AmIuglyThando?

"

"WhatMaNdaba?Howlonghasbeenthis

happening?Whothehelldoeshethinkheis?"

"Foralongtime,hemademequitmyjob

withoutmesendinganyletterorsigning

anything"shestoodupangry

"Wearegoingtothepolicestationnow,hehas

norighttotreatyoulikethat"

"ThandoI'mscared"shebrokedown



"Iwillsupportyoulet'sgo.Heisgoingtokillyou

honeydoyouwanttodie?Becausethatis

goingtobehisnextstep"

"NoIwanttolive"

"Wipeyourtearslet'sgo"

WedrovetothestationIgavethemmy

statement.ThefollowingdayDumigotarrested

Iwassohappy.

IthadbeenthreedayssinceDumigotarrestedI

wasmissinghimalot.Ilovedhimlikehewas

mygod.



Senzowalkedin

"MaNdaba"Ilookedathimandrolledmyeyes

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Icameheretoapologiseformybehaviour.The

wayIbehavedwithyouIwasyoungandstupid.

Ihavechangedtobeabetterpersonforthe

personthatIlove.Ilovethatpersoninaway

thatIwanthertobeproudofme.Mayyou

pleaseforgiveme(wipinghistears)Ipromise

youIhavechanged"hekeptonblubbering

nonsense

"It'sok"

"Herearemynumberspleasekeepintouch."

HeleftIaddedhisnumberstomycontactsand



threwthepaperaway.

Itookmykeysanddrovetothestation.Iwas

attendedbyamalecope

"Gooddayma'amhowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyou?"

"Good,Iwouldliketodropthecharges"

"Whichcharges?"

"MyhusbandhasbeenbeatingmebutIam

heretodropthecharges.Iwanttotakehim

home"



"Isthereanyonethreateningyou?"Helookedat

meworried

"NobutIwanttodropthem"Ifilledinaform

anddroppedthem

ThefollowingdayDumicamehome

"Guguwhydidyougetmearrested?"

"Donotshoutatmeyouwillmakemeregretmy

decision"

"MyadviceisGugulethubecarefulsomepeople

don'twanttoseeyouhappilymarried.They

wantyoutodiesingle.Anywayletmegoand



bath"Dumiwascrazy.Itrustedeveryoneinmy

circle.

Thandocalled

"Heyangelface"

"Heyhoneyhowareyou?"

"Goodyoudear"

"Goodsohavetheyinformedyouaboutthe

courtdate?"

"NoIdroppedthecharges"



"Whatdidyousay?"

"IdroppedthemSiyawasmissinghim"

"Guguwhenwillthinkaboutyourself.Whydo

youwanttostaywithsomeonewhoabuses

you"

"IlovehimThando"

"YouwilldieGuguI'mtellingyou"

"It'sfineIwilldieinthehandsofthemanIlove"

"AreyoukiddingmeGugu?Loveyouarecrazy"

"IamcrazyThando,youarerightwenayou



haveaperfectmarriageleavemealone.Since

yourloveisperfectwhyareyouworriedabout

mewhohasbadluck"

"Guguwhat'swrongwithyou?"

"ByeThando"

Thandowasnotunderstandingme.

IwenttoDumihewascomingoutofthe

bathroomhelookedsexy.

"Whatareyoustaringat?"

"Nothing"asIwasabouttowalkawayhepulled

me

"Notsofastbaby"



Hepulledmeintohisembraceandsmashed

hislipsonmine.Thekissgotheateduphe

helpedmeremovemydressandlookedatme

withhunger.Wemadelove.

Siyacamebackfromschoolsadwhenhesaw

hisfatherhismoodlightenedup.

TwomonthsofhappinesspassedbutDumi

wentbacktohiswaysagain.Hecamehome

drunkeverynight.Iwaitedforhimhecame

aroundtwoam

"Gugulethuopenthedoor"

Ikeptquiethebangedthedoor,Istoodupand

unlockedthedoor.Hepushedthedoorwithso



muchforcehefelldown

"GuguIwillbeatyoutoday"Ikneltdownand

pulledoutmystick(isagila)

"WhatdidyousayDumisani?"

"Iwillbeatyoutoday"Ijumpedandstoodupon

topofthebed.Igavehimonestrongshothe

mourned

"Gugumyarm"iwentforhishead.

"IamsorryGugu"

"Iwillkillyoumyboy"Iranoutoftheroomand

wenttotheguestroom



IbathedveryearlyIhadmovedmyclothesto

theguestroom.ItookmycarkeysasIwas

abouttoleaveIfelthimgrabbingmyarm

roughly

"LeavemealoneDumi"

Heslappedme

"YouarenowdisrespectfulGuguinmyhouse,

thatIboughtbymyselfyouarecrazy"he

draggedmehewantedtotaketoourbedroomI

pulledoutourhugevasethatwasontopofthe

cupboardandsmasheditonhishead.Hefell

downstartedbleedinghedidn'tmove

"Diedogmxm"Itookmycarkeysandleft
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Mysobsweredeafeningtherewasahugething

blockingmyesophagus,makinghardformeto

controlmybreathing.Ipassedoutforfew

minutes,whenIopenedmyeyesMlungisiwas

lookingatme

"Gugulethuwhat'swrong?"

"Imissmymomsomuchthatithurts"

"YouscaredmeGugu,Inearlycalledan

ambulance"Irubbedmytearyeyes

"Iamsosorryithappenseverynowandthen."



"Don'tbesorrywehavetogotoadoctor"

"Mlupleasedon'tstartwith"hesmiled

"ThefiestyGuguisback"hepulledmyhandand

lockedmyofficealleyeswereonus

"Mluletmego"hegrinned

"NoIamnotlet'sgo"

"Wherearewegoing?Ihavedeadlinesthat

needtobemet"hefrownedalittle

"WhyareyoulyingGugu?Youcamebacktoday

sowhichdeadlinesareyoutalkingabout?Move

it"Ilaughedfollowinghim.



"Wearetakingmycar"

"Yessirbutpleasedon'tgetuslost"

"UgangangamiweGugungiyakukhuzanjalo

(youaremessingupwithmeIamwarning)"

"MhmmNgiyaxolisaGatsheni(Iamsorry

Gatsheni)"

"Stopcallingmewithmyclannamessinceyou

don'twantme"webothlaughed

Heplayedsomemusicforus

'Iloveyou,yousayyoulovemetoo.Thesethree

wordstheycanchangeourlivesforever'

Ipressednexthegroaned



"WherearewegoingMlu?"

"Youwillseewhenwegotthere"

Iclosedmyeyeshavingflashbacksofwhat

happenedthenightbefore.

"Heywakeywakeyyoulazybird"Islightly

slappedhimlaughing

"Youdidn'tjustcallmelazyMlu"

"IdidIwillsayitagainlazybird"hegotoffthe

carrunning.Itookoffmyheelsandthrewon

thebackseatandranafterhim.Wewerein

Zoolaketheairwassorefreshing.Ifoundhim



waitingformeinMoyorestaurant

"Mlu"breathingheavilyIwassotired

"FinallyyouarehereIhavebeenwaitingforyou

Fornearlyanhourlazybird"helaughed

"Stopit..youarecrazyMlu"thewaiterbrought

toglassesoforangejuice

"Mluhowdidyouknowthatorangejuiceismy

favourite?"

"Iknoweverythingaboutyou.Howyoulook

whenyouarehappy,angry,sadandexcited.

Drinkthisjuicewearegoingoutforcanoeing"



"Youwantmetodrownus(Laughing)don't

knowhowtocontroltheboatletaloneholdthe

paddle.Iamwearingawhitethingitwillget

dirty.Idon'twanttogetdirty"heraisedhis

handandgavethewaiterasignthathewanted

thebill.Helefttwohundredbucksthewaiter

gotexcited.

Wewentcanoeingthisactivitydidn'tsuithimat

all

"Howoftendoyougetthosepanicattacks?"

"WhenIamangryorsad"

"Youneedtogoandseethedoctortheyoften

giveyoupillsbecausesuchattacksare

accompaniedbydepressionandanxiety"



"Iwillgotomorrow"wespentthewholeday

talkingaboutlife.Hewastellingmeabouthis

sadpast.

"GuguyouhavebeautifulmelaninskinIbetyour

husbandiscrazyaboutyou.IwishIhadmet

youfirst"

"Youhavestartedwithyourcraziness.You

shouldgetmarriedMluandstopbeinga

bachelor"

Hecarriedmetothe carsinceIwasbare

footedIlaughed

"Lookathowperfectweareforeachother"

"Stopyournonsense,Iwillgocoldonyounow

nowdon'tstartwithme"



"IamjokingGugu,Iamsorryman.Idon'tlike

theicequeenversionofyou"Ilaughed

"Okit'sfine"

WhenwegottotheofficeIhurriedtomydeskI

had1000messagesfromDumi

"Babyanswerthephone"

"Gugu"

"Iamwarningyou.Answeryourfuckenphone"

"YouwillpissmeoffwenaGugu"

"Youlovebeingbegged"

"Icalledyourofficenumberwherewereyou?"

"Uyangifebelawenanjandini(areyoucheating

onmeyoudog)"



"Iwillbewaitingforyou"

Tearsdescendedfrommyeyes,Iforwardedthe

messagetoBusi.Shequicklycalled

"WhereareyoukaNdaba?"

"Atwork"

"GotoSoweto,wherearethekeystoMawe's

house"

"Theyareinmycarletmegoandcheckthem"

"Ifyoudon'tfindthemcomehere"

IwentoutsidemycarDumiwasalreadywaiting

formeoutsidethegate.Hehuggedmemy

intestinestwistedbecauseofthedeep

wrenchingfearthathadconsumedme



"Xwilldriveyourcargivehimthekeys"Ihated

hisfriendwholeheartedlybutthatdayIhadto

playnicewithhim

Mlungisigotoutsidetheofficeandlookedat

me

HeapproachedusohdearGodhewasfueling

theburningfire

"Babythisismyboss.Mluthisismyhusband

Dumi"Dumigavehimhishandhejustlookedat

it

"It'snicetoseeyouMrZwane.MrsZwanesee

youtomorrow"



"Likewisesir"Dumiopenedthedoorhewas

pissedIdialedBusifast

"SoyoucallhimMlunotboss"

"Nohe"heslappedmemyheadhitthe

dashboard

"UyafebaGugulethu,?Areyouabitchnow?"

"Iamnot"

IwasscaredformylifeIhopedthatSiyawas

homealthoughIknewthathewascomingback

tomorrow.

Whenweparkedoutsidehepulledmebymy

weaveandslappedme

"Dumiwhat'swrongwithyou?"



"Don'tfuckenaskmethatstupidquestion!

XbringthatSjambok,ungijwayelaamasimba

wenaGugu.YoutellmetoleaveEmihlewhile

youarebusybitchingaround"Xwalkedin

carryingthatSjambok

"Lieonthefloor"

"Xtalktoyourfriend(crying)what'shappening

kanti?"

"MaNdabaezababiliazingenwa.Marriageisfor

twopeoplethethirdpartyonlycomestomess

thingsup"heopenedhisbeerandchilled.

Dumiwhippedme,thesjambokwasdigging

intomyskinstainingthewhitedress,eachwhip

wasinflictingeveryveininmybody.Eachwhip



wasreachingthedeepestdepthofmyskin

leavingmescarlet.Mycrieswerefallingon

deafears.

WhenIwokeupIwasinsidethebathtubnaked

"IamsosorryGugu,myangertookoverme.I

promiseIwillneverbeatyouagain."

Isobbedmywholebodywasinpain.Thenext

dayIdidn'tgotoworkIcalledMluandtoldhim

thatIwassick.Itookmysatingownandworeit.

Dumiwokeupinajollymood.Hemade

breakfastforme

"BabyIcookedyourfavourite"



"Thankyou"

"IloveyouGuguIdon'twanttoloseyou."Ikept

quiet

"Gugu!"Istartledwipingmytears

"PayattentionwhenItalktoyou.Doyou

understandme?"

"Yes"

"IsaidIloveyou"Ijustsobbedhehuggedme

withcare

"YouseethethingsyoumakemedoGugu.Stop

pushingme.Areyougoingtostopdoingit?Are



yougoingtostoppressingthewrongbuttons"

"Yes"

"YoupromiseGugumywife"

"Ipromise"hekissedmeandleft

MlucalledmeItoldhimIwassickIhadfever.

SiyaandRosinahcamehomearoundfive

"Mommy"hehuggedmeIflinched

"Myboyhowareyou?"

"GoodImissedyouanddaddy.Wehadfunwith

XikwembuandXikombiso"



"RosiRosihowareyou?"

"Goodyoumadam?"

"Itoldyoutostopcallingmemadam"she

laughed

RosinahwasoriginallyfromMozambiqueshe

hadblackhandsandalightfaceIoftenteased

her

"Rosinahgivemethatthingthatyouuseas

lotion"shelaughed

"Nowaymadamyouoftenteasemeandsay

myhandsareblackbutmyfaceislight.Whydo

youwantmylotion?"Ilaughed



"Asknoquestionhearnolies"Iwentupstairs

andgavehersevenhundredbucks

ShegavemetwoExtraclairestheysmelledbad.

"RosihowdoImixthem?"

"Mixthemwithanythingthatyouuseaslotion

(thinking)AddthemtoyourNivea"

"OkthanksRosi"Iwalkedtomyroomand

mixedmylotions

Dumibecamesweeterthanever

"GuguIhavealreadyironedyourclothesfor

work"

Hekissedme"thankyoubaby"hekissedmy



foreheadandleft.

Hehadironedmyblacksuit.

Igottotheofficeearlier.Iopenedallthefiles

andworkedhard.Ididn'tevengooutforlunch.

Mlungisiwalkedincarryingpapandsteak

"WelcomebackGugu"

"Inearlydiedthisfever"

"Mhn"hehandedmelunch

"YesandIwasvomiting"helookedatme

thinkingdeeplyIcouldn'tputafingertohis

thoughtshesighed

"Let'sgotothedoctor"thelastthingIwanted

wasforDumitobeatme



"NoMlupleasedonotgettooclosetomeIam

married"

"Sowhat?"

"Mluleavemyofficepleaseleavemyoffice"

"DoeshebeatyouMaNdaba?"

Iopenedthedoorforhim

"YoumayleaveMrNdlovuyouhaveoverstayed

yourwelcome"helookedatmewithoutsmiling

andnodded.

Dumisentmeasweetmessage"Ican'twaitto

takeyououtfordinnerbaby"Iblushedkissing

myphone



ItwasnowfourIpackedmythingsandwentto

mycarMlufollowedme.Hewassoclosetome

Ididn'ttrustmyselfaroundhim

"Mlustopit"

HehuggedmeandkissedmeIpushedhim

away.

"Iamsosorry"

"Don'tdoitagainMlu"heopenedthedoorIgot

in

"Youhavesweetsoftlips"



"Youarecrazy"

Thisthingwasveryeffectivemyskinwas

gettinglighter.

WhenIgothomeitwasquite

"Rosi,Siya"therewasnooneIwalkedupthe

stairsstraighttomyroom.IfoundDumi

drinkinghelookedangry

"Didyousleepwithhim?"

"Sleepwithwho?"Hestoodupandthrewthe

classonthewallIjumpedtryingtorunaway

fromhimhegrabbedmeandlockedtheroom.

Hetoremysuitandslappedme

"Dumiwhatareyoudoing?Whyareyoubeating.

."Hepunchedme



"Iwillteachyoualessonyouuglybitch,

ungratefulwhore"

Hepunchedmeontheface

Hetoremythongandremovedhisbriefs

"Dumino"

"Iwanttoseeifhefuckedyou,youarenowa

bitchyoufuckbossesforpromotionVoesak"

hepushedhisdickinsideme.Icriedhewas

ramminginsideofmeitwassopainfulbecause

Iwasdry.Iwasnowweeping

"YouloveitrightyouareawitchwenaGugu"



hestoodupandtookmydiploma

"Thisthingdrivesyoucrazy"

"Dumino(sobbing)"

"ImadeyouwenaGugu,Itookyourdump

stupidasstoschoolisthishowyouthankme?

Uhyoupieceofshit"hetookhislighterand

burntmydiploma
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Idrovetomycousin'shouse.Ineeded

someonetotalktoBongani'swifewasagood



listener.Iknewverywellthatshewasn'tgoing

tojudgeme.Ihopedthathewasdeadbutdeep

downinmyheartIknewthatIwantedhimalive.

InsteadofhatinghimIwaslovinghimmoreand

more.Peopledidn'tunderstandthewayIfelt

abouthim.

Ireachedthemansionthegateautomatically

openedforme.Shecameoutsiderunning.I

parkedthecarunderhertree

"MaNdaba"shesqueezedmewithher

welcominghug

"OuchNonkululekoyouarehurtingme"

hersmileslowlydisappeared

"HowareyouKaNdaba?"

"Let'sgetinsideNkulithistalkneedsusinside



thehouse"shetookmyhandbag

"Whatdoyouwanttodrink?"

"Ineedaglassofwine"shewidenedhereyes

"NoIwillgiveyouchamomile"Ithrewmyselfon

hercouch

Shewalkedawayswayingherthickcurves.

Bonganihadabonushere.Theotherpartofme

washappythathewasnotathome.

Shecamebackcarryingthehotteapot

"KaNdabawhat'shappening?"



"Mybrother'swifethingsaregoingbadforme.

Dumihasbeenbeatingme,cheatingonmeand

callingmeugly.Mybodyisinpain,hedestroyed

myselfesteem.Iwasneverlikethis.NowI

speakvulgarlikenobody'sbusiness.Ionce

caughthimwithanuglygirlwhohadhuge

boobs.Icouldn'tfighthim.Wheneverheis

drunkhebeatsme,heburntmydiplomanowI

havetogoandapplyforanotherone(crying)

tellmewhatwrongsdidIdoinmypastlife?"

Sherubbedmyback

"Iamhereforyou,Idon'tknowwhatyouare

goingthrough.Ihaveneverbeenthroughthat.

WhatIknowisthatallthingsworktogetherfor

thosewhotrustintheLord.Thebestdecisionis

foryoutopackyourthingsandtakeyourspace.

Dumiistoxicforyou.Whobeatsawomanafter

beingcaughtcheating?"



"IlovehimNkuliifIleavehomehewillmarrya

personwhoisgoingtoabusemyson.Whatwill

peoplesay?Theywillcallmeareturnedsoldier

plusIamnothingwithouthim"

"IhearyousisItrustthatthedaythatyouleave

youwillneverlookback.Whatifhekillsyou

Gugu?Areyounotscaredofpassionkillings?"

thethoughtofhersayingthatmademelaugh

"Iamsureheisdeadwhereeverheis"she

lookedatmeworried

"Guguwhatdidyoudo?Didyoupoisonhim?"

"OhmyGodhowcomeIneverthoughtofthat

before.Ineedtobuyhimapoisonandadditto

hisfood"shegiggledsippingherMerlot



"Youwillrotinjail,let'sgoupstairsandchange.

Swimmingwilldousgood"

"Thankyouhoney"

Wespentthewholedayswimmingwewere

talkingaboutsillythingsthatwasoneofthe

reasonIlovedher.Bonganididn'tcomehome

thatnighthehadgonetohisbusinessseminars.

Ispentthenightthere.

WhenIwokeupthenextmorningNkulihad

alreadyleftforwork.

Theirkidswereatschool.ImissedSiyaalot.

IcalledNkulithankingherforthenightshejust

laughedsuchastrongsillywomanshewas.



Idrovetomyhellofahome.Thenumberof

carsthatwereoutsidewereveryamusing.I

walkedinsidethehouseandIwasmetbythe

Zwanes.Theywereenergydrainers

"Sanibona"myheelsechoedgoingtomy

bedroom.Ichangedintoslippers.Iwalkedto

thesittingroomalleyeswereonme.Dumiwas

lyingonthecouchwithhisheadbalancedby

thepillow.Thelittledevilinmyhearttwerked.

"Howareyoumakoti?"MaKheswagreetedme

withalowtonedvoice

"Iamgoodmaandyou?"Ismiled

"YouseewhatI'mtalkingaboutMaGugu



disrespectsmeeverytime.Wheredidsheget

thegutstobeatme?Sheevensleptout"Dumi

wassoangrysuchalousymanhewasIpartly

rolledmyeyesandsat.Bab'Zwanehadhisface

downVumaniandotherswerequiet

"SheisdisrespectfulMakheswahowdareshe

beatsDumiwithavase?Ifyoukillhimyouwill

eathimIpromiseyou.Whydidn'tDumimarrya

goodgirlfromendaweni?insteadhewentfor

izeqamgwaqothedisrespectfulthings.Lookat

himnow"hisauntyspokewithsomuch

bitterness

"Yabonaauntydon'tgetdrunkontopofme.

WhenDumifoundmeIwasintacthowdareyou

callmeawhore?Whenyoursocalledsonwas

crippledinthehospitalwhereyouthere?There

weremenwhowantedtomarrymebutInever



paidattentiontothembecauseIlovedhim.You

areawomanIwon'tuseavasetodiscipline

youbutIwillusemyhands.Iamgoingtobeat

younowdonotmessaroundwithmytemper

youdon'tknowmewell.Whereyoutherewhen

Dumiwasnothing?Nowyouareappearing

becauseheissomething"

IjustbrokedownMaKheswahuggedme.Itwas

intimeslikethesethatIwishedMawewasalive

"MaKheswadoyouhear.."MaKheswaraised

herhand

"KahleSphedonotgetintomynerves,youdo

notknowthischild.Nexttimeyouthinkabout

throwingpoisonouswordsatherthinkabout

me"Isobbedmore



Bab'Zwanecoughedalittle"Thisisbiggerthan

whatIhadimagined.MaNdabawhat's

happening?IknowthatMaNgcobodidagood

jobwithyou.Dumisaysyouarecheatingon

himbutIknowyoubetterthanthis"Icriedmore

"It..hurts..(hiccups)baba.Ioncewenttothe

officetovisitDumiIfoundhimdoingthings

withanothergirl.Thatgirldidsomevoodooon

meInearlydied.Myskinwasburningandit

startedpeelingoff.Iforgavehim.Hestarted

cheatingonmewithalightskinnedgirl.Hetold

meabouthowdarkanduglyIwas.HowI

shouldusesomethingonmyskintobelight.

Dumisaniwhippedmeinfrontofhisfriendwith

asjambok.Heburntmydiplomaandtoldmeto

quitworking.Ihadtoresignoverthephone.

(Removinghershirt)youseehowIamit'sall

yourson'sdoings(wearingtheshirt)hedoesn't



lovemeanymore(crying)wehavetriedbutI

thinkit'sfailingdismally"Dumicried

"IamsorryMaNdabapleaseforgiveme.Allthe

thingsthatIsaidwereoutofangerand

obsession"

"DumiIamgreatlydisappointedwithyour

behaviour.DoyoustillloveMaNdaba?"Zwane

askedgreatlydisappointed

"AlotBabaIgettemptedthenIbeatheralittle"

"Udakiwenjandini(youareadrunkdog)isita

little.DoyouseehowruinedsheisZwane

speaktoyoursonorI'llsmashthewholetable

onhishead.Henearlykilledher.WhatdidIsay

toyouDumi?"Zwanesighed



"KahlengolakaNkosikazi.Weneverexpected

suchabehaviourfromhim.Thebestthingwe

candoistohelpMaNdabatodivorcehim.I

wouldhavefailedasafatherifItellkaNdabato

forgivehim,suchbehaviourisunacceptable"

"ButBabaGugucan'tleaveme"

"Dumiareyoucrazy.Whatisgoingtostopher

fromleaving?Whatdoyouhavethatothermen

don'thave?"

"IloveherBabaifIcan'thaveherthenIwillkill

myself"Dumiwasnowcryingmyheartwas

breakingonhisbehalf.Ilovedthebrokenhim

andIlovedtheperfecthim.



"Killyourselfwewillburyyou"

"Babacalmdownbandla,Mangethesoyou

wantDumitokillhimself?Whatabouthisson?"

MaKheswaaskedcomfortingme

"Sindisowillraisehimlikehisownsincehe

doesn'thaveafather"SiphecomfortedDumiI

hatedthatwoman'sgutsifitwasn'tfor

MaKheswaIcouldhaveknockedoutherfront

teeth.

"MaNdabaGugulethuMakaSiyapleaseforgive

me.IpromiseIwillchangetobeabetterman

foryou.Ipromisetoloveyouwholeheartedly.I

wanttogototherapyforyoupleaselet'sgo

together"



"Dumiyoualwayssaythesamethingoverand

overagain,Idon'ttrustyouanymore.Idolove

youalotbutIdon'tthinkourmarriagewillever

work.It'sabouttimeweseparateandlive

separately.Wemightmeetoursoulmates

alongtheway"

"Dumisheisnotworthitmyboyyouwillfinda

goodgirlwhoisaVirginendaweni"

"KahleauntizaIloveGuguandshe'sgoingto

forgiveme"

"MaNdabadonotmindwhatthiscrazyboyis

saying.Whatdoyouwanttodomydaughter?"

"IlovehimBabaIwillgivehimonelastchance"



"MaNdabahowmanychancesdidyougive

him?"

"Idon'tremember"Zwanesighed

"IwillsupportwhateveryousaymyDaughter,

wenaDumistandupandfollowme.Youare

behavinglikeawoman"

"MydaughterIamsosorry.Iamalsodisgusted

byhisbehaviour"

"WhatdidshedoMaKheswa?Dumidoesn't

behavelikethissheistheonewhotriggered

thisbehaviour.Uhlelingobaefunaimali(sheis

stayingherebecauseshewantsmoney)"Siphe

spokewithsomuchattitude



"Gugulet'sgotoyourroom"

Wewenttomyroom.Shetoldmeabouthow

hardthemarriageis.

"YoumayleavehimifyouwanttoMakotibut

myworryisSiya"

"IwillleaveMaifhedoesitagain.Iamtiredof

him"

"OkMaNdabaIwillalwayssupportyou".

MyinlawsleftafteraweekIswearMakheswa

wasagossipershemademelaughtheentire

week.

Siyawenttoschoolcampinghewassuper



fluentinEnglish.Thewayheusedtomovehis

eyebrowsoftenmademelaugh.Dumiwalked

incarryingalaptop

"MaNdaba"

"Zwane"

"Howareyoumylove?"

"Goodandyouhoney?"

"Good,itsmellsdivinewhatareyoucooking?"

"It'sasurprisebabygoandsitdown"heperked

mylipsandwenttothediningroom.

Ihadcookedhisfavouritemeal.WhenIbrought

himhismealhesmiledlikeababy



"Babyyoucookedadumplingdamnthankyou"I

hadcookedalivechickenandaadumpling.He

atethefoodinajollymood.Aftereatinghe

wipedhishands.Itooktheplatesandwashed

them.

WhenIgotupstairshehadwrappedhimself

withatowel.Iswallowedalumponmythroat

"Lovewhatyousee?"Ihatedhowhehadthe

authoritytocontrolmybody

"ComehereGugu"Istoodstillbehindthedoor

puzzled.Theatmospherechanged.Hecameto

bewithhisthinggiddy.Hepickedmeupand

pushedmeagainstthewall.Igavehimmore

accesstomycookie.Ilovedhimmorethan

anythingIwantedhimtotakemenow.His

fingerstracedmycookieandsliddedin



"OhGoshDumiIloveyoumorethanlifeit'sself,

pleaseletme..."heshutmeupwithakissand

toremythong.HehammeredinsidemeuntilI

fellIcouldn'ttakeitanymore

"TakemetobedDumi"hesmirked

"WithpleasureMaNdaba"

Ourfamilywasfilledwithhappiness.Iwanted

ustobehappyforever.Thescarypartabout

thiswholethingisthatitwasshortlived.Itwas

oneoftheFridays.ItriedcallingDumibutthe

phonewassendingmetovoicemail.

SundayarrivedDumiwasn'thome.



Wegotreadyforchurch.ThelastthingIwanted

wastogetstressedbyDumi.

"Mommywhereisdad?"

IlookedatRosishejustshrugged

"Didyoudoyourverses?"

Hismoodenlightened

"YesmommyJohn11v35Jesuswept"weall

laughed

"Siyayouarecrazythatverseisveryshort"

"ButSamilikesitmommy"werolledoureyes



andwenttochurch.

ThePastorpreachedabouttheimportanceof

hearingGodwhenhespeaks.Theversewas

powerful.

AfterchurchIwenttomyPastor

"GooddayBabahowareyou?"

"GoodsisterGuguhowareyou?"

"IamnotgoodBabamymarriageisslowly

dyingIdon'tknowwhattodoanymore.Iwas

askingyoutocomeandcounselustomorrow"

"Eiishmydaughterwhatyouareaskingofmeis

veryhard.YourhusbandisnotaChristianhad



hebeenaChristianitwasgoingtobeeasyfor

metositdownwithhim.Nowheisnota

Christianhemighttellmewheretogetoff.The

reasonweteachouryouthtomarryatchurchis

becauseofsuchissues"

"BabaIambeggingyouplease"

"Oksisiwewillcometomorrowwithmywife"

"ThankyouIwillsendyoudirections,peacebe

withyou"

"Kulungilesisi"

Afterchurchwedrovetospurandhadlunch.



MondaycameDuminevertoldmewherehe

was.RosinahandIpreparedatantalisingdinner.

ThePastorandhiswifecameRosiledthemto

thediningroom

"GoodeveningBabaandMama"

Dumilookedatthemandfrowned

"Howareyou?"Hegreetedthemfakinghis

laughter

"Wearegoodyouson?"

"Iamperfect"

Theysatdown,weatedinneraftereatingRosi

andSiyawentupstairs



ThePastorcoughed

"WeareherebecauseofwhatsisterGugutold

us"

"Uhwhichis?"

"Dumiyouknowhowskepticalthingsare

betweenus.SoItoldBabatocomeand

counselus"

"Hhayikebabayouwastedyourtime.Iamnot

goingtosithereanddisclosemyprivatelife"he

pushedthechairawaygettingupandwent

upstairs.Iwassoembarassed

"Iamsorry"IbrokedownMamfundisicame

andhuggedme



"PhephisaGuguallisgoingtobewell.Babaand

Iwillleaveandcomenexttime"

"Iamsosorry"theystoodupandleft.Iwas

unabletoaccompanythem.

Iwentupstairstoourbedroom

Hepulledmebymydress

"Areyousleepingwithhimtoo?Justlikeyou

sleptwithyourboss.Don'tyouevergettiredof

spreadingyourlegsformen"
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Heheldmynecktightly,hewaschokingme.At

thismomentIwishedthatIhadmarriedaman



fromchurchmaybehewasgoingtoatleast

respectourPastor.Iamnotsayingthatmen

fromchurchareholynodon'tgetmewrong.

Thebiblesaysdonotbeyokedtogetherwith

unbelieversitinstantlytriggeredinmybrain

"Guguareyoumakingfunofmeinfrontofyour

Pastoruh?YoulikeitwhenIam paintedwith

disgrace.Ngizokubulalaufefi(Iwillkillyou)"

myairwaywasclosedIwasslowlylosingmy

abilitytobreath.Siyastartedcallingme,

Hestoppedchokingme

HeroaredatSiya

"WhatdoyouwantSiyabonga?"Icoughed

"Iwantmama"

"Stopwithyourcrocodiletears.Yoursonwants

you"Icried



Siyabangedthedoorheunlockedthedoor

"Getin"

"Mommypleasesleepwithmetonight"

"OkSiya"

"Let'sleavenow"heopenedthedoorIfollowed

him

WhenIgotintoSiya'sroomRosiwaswalking

aroundimpatiently.Whenshesawmehereyes

lightenedup



"Madamareyouok?"

"Siyagomakemecoffee"

"MommyI'mshortandIcan'tmakecoffee"

"SiyawhatdidIsaytoyou?Isaidwhenmommy

sendsyou..youshoulddowhat?"Rosishouted

him

"Sorryaunty"helookedatmeworriedandran

downstairs.IbrokedownRosihuggedme

"Siyaisgoingtobeheresoon.Iknewthat

somethingwasgoingtohappen.Ihadtoask

Siyatocomeandgetyou"



"ThankyouRosinah(sniffing)youreallyhelped

me.Iwouldhavebeendeadbynow.Yousaved

me,thiswasawakeupcallforme.Ihaveto

leavebeforeIdie"

"Whatareyouplanningmadam?Anythingwith

meisfine.Iwillsupportyou"

"Pleasesleepwithmetonight,Iamscaredwhat

ifhewalksonmeandkillme.RosinahDumi

wasneverlikethis,hewasdifferentsomething

iswrongwithhim.Helovedmeforthreeyears,I

don'trecognisethemanthatIamstayingwith.I

amshockedbyhissuddenbehaviour.Maybe

someoneusedsomethingonhim.Ilovehim

alotRosinahIcan'tlivewithouthim"

"Myexhusbandwasabusivetoo.Thetruth

aboutabusivemenisthatweseethesignsbut



wetendtorunawayfromthesigns.Thefactis

theyshowtoomuchwegetblindedbylove.

Thereisnothingsweetandaddictivelikean

abusiverelationshipnomatterhowmanytimes

youwanttoleaveyoucan't"

"Ihearyoudearhowdidyouleavehim?"She

stoodupandfoldedherarms

"Godsavedmehediedinacaraccident.God

reallysavedmebutIdoubtthatIwouldhave

lefthadhebeenalive"IwentandhuggedherI

couldseethebrokennessinhereyes.Siya

walkedinonuswesecretlywipedourtears.

ThecoffeelookedgrossbutIhadtobegrateful

"Thankyouyaya"helookedatmeannoyed



"StopitmaI'mSiyanotYaya"wealllaughed.

"Oklove"IfixedSiya'sbed.Rosinahwenttoher

roomandgotmoreblankets.Siyasleptinthe

middle,mysonwasblessedbecausehewas

surroundedbytwostrongmothers.

"Madamlet'spray"

"OkRosi"

WordswerefailingmeGodknewwhatwasin

myheart.

Iwokeuparound10Siyahadalreadyleftfor

school.Rosiwalkedintheroomwithbreakfast

"HasheleftRosi?"



"Yesmadam"

"Letmegoandbathquickly"

"Ok"

AfterbathingIdrankmylukewarmtea.Itook

mybagandstartedpacking.IwenttoSiya's

roomandpackedsomeofhisclothes.

Lihle'smomwasgoingtodrophimoff,Iwasn't

goingtopickhimup

Hecamehomearoundtwomybagswereready

"GoodafternoonMaNdaba"hegavemehis

contagioussmile

"SawubonaMangetheukahle"hesmiledhe



lovedbeingtreatedlikeaman.Hisdimples

mademysontobemorecute.

"YeskaNdaba"

IcalledZinzi

"HowareyouKaNdaba?"

"IamnotgooddadeIamleavingDumitoday.I

willbegoingbacktoourmother'shouse"

"Donotworryaboutwhatpeoplewillsay.They

mightcallyouareturnsoldierdonotpay

attentiontothem.It'syourlifeandyourrules.

Wewillvisityoutomorrow"

Isighed

"HeymntakaMalwehlalungehlanga"



"IwillsupportyoukaNdababothemotionally

andfinancially"

"Angibongeiyobuyeibonane"

"Ehheniuyathandwasisi"

"IloveyoumorekaNdaba"

WhenIwasdonepackingIwenttothestudyto

getSiya'sdocuments.Iwasfinallyleaving,I

tookMawe'skeysthatwerehiddenunderthe

bed.

Siyawalkedinhappy



"Mangethehaveyoueaten?"

"Iamgoodandyoumommydidyoueat?"I

nodded,hepulledoutapaperfromhisbagand

gaveittome

"Woowyouaresosmartboy.Thisneedsa

celebration"

"YesyesIstudyalot"

"Donotchangegoandsitinmycarweare

leaving"

"Wherearewegoing?"

"DonotquestionmeSiyagotothecarnow"

IcalledRosinahtohelpmetakemybagstothe

car.



WhenweweredoneRosiwentupstairstoget

Siya'sbooks.Ifollowedher,ItookmyBible.I

camefacetofacewiththemonster

Iranandescapedfromhisembrace.Iwas

runningtowardsthegatemyaimwasgetting

outofthegate.Siyawastherewatchinghim.I

trippedandfellhekickedmystomachIswearI

diedathousandtimes

"Iwillkillyoutoday"Iscreamedcrying.He

pulledmylegsonthegravelwithmybackon

theground.Myseethroughshirtwasgetting

dirtyanditwastearingthestoneswerenow

piercingmyflesh

Siyarantowardsus



"Babastop(crying)stopit.Letmymomgo.

Stopit"heranIamprettysurethathewas

goingRosi

Ijustcriedmybackwasnowburning.Rosi

camerunning

"Sirpleaselethergo"

"FuckyouRosiIwillgiveyouonekickthatwill

sendyoubacktoMozambique,doyou

understandme?"

"YessirIdo"hethenstoppedandpickedmeup.

Hetookmetoourbedroomandlockedit

"WhatdidIsaytoyouMaNdaba?"Ijustcriedhe



gavemeoneslapthatmademecryevenmore.

Siyawasbangingthedoorscreaming

"Areyoutryingtofuckwithmewenanondindwa?

Youwanttogoandbitcharound.Theonlyday

youwillwalkoutonmeiswhenyouareina

coffin(pullingherweave)doyouunderstand

meyoubitch"Inodded.Heopenedwarmwater

inthebathtub.Whenheremovedmyshirthe

startedweeping

"GuguIamsorryIdon'tknowwhatgotoverme.

Youshouldstoppressingmybuttons.Doyou

understand?"Inodded

"Yes"

"IloveyouGugu,morethananythingyouare

theonlythingthatmakessensetome.Tellme

youlovemetoo"



"Iloveyou"hepickedmeupand placedme

insidethewarmwater

HestartedbathingmeIflinched,Iwasinpain

"Iamsosorrybaby,Iloveyoualotthethought

oflosingyoudrovemecrazy"

"Areyoustillattendingyoursessions?"

Hegotangry

"WhatareyouimplyingGugulethu?Don'tyou

darepissmeoffdoyouunderstandme?"I

nodded

"Stopcryingit'sannoyingdidn'tIsayIam

sorry?"

"You...youdid"



"Nowshutthefuckup".

Igotoutofthewaterandworemysatingown

WeateNandosfordinner,hewenttobedfirstI

followedafterhim.

HowdidIenduphere?Ihadbeensittingonmy

bedthinkingabouthowIendedupinthis

situationgrowingupIhadtoldmyselfthat

stayinginanabusivemarriagewasoutofthe

equation.Icouldn'thelpthetearsthatwere

burningmyfacerightnow.GodWhyme?.Why

didIdotodeservesuchabeast?Howdida

lovesosweetturnintothisthingthatIcan't

evendescribenorfathom.Howcouldaman

thatgavemeheavenonearthturnintothis



monsterlayingnexttome?Ilovehim.Godyou

knowhowmuchIlovehim.Ihatemyselffor

lovinghimthismuch.ButIcan'thelpit.He'sthe

onethatstolemyheart.Wheredidwegowrong?

AfterprayingIgotintomyblanketsandslept.

ThefollowingmorningDumimademecoffee.

Hehelpedmetosit,heevenbroughtmemy

favouritechocolates

"Thankyoubaby"hekissedme

"Ilovetakingcareofyoumylove"Inodded.He

brushedlipsandkissedme.Hisfingersmoved

tomycoremyclitstartedvibratingwithneed

"NottodayIaminpainDumi"heopenedmy

gownandmovedhistonguetomythrobbing



clit.HeatemeIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.The

feelingofecstasywasona100thewaveof

pleasureovershadowedmeIwasleftpanting.

Hecameandkissedme

"Haveagreatdayahead,Ihopeyouwon'tpull

outanystunts"

"IpromiseIwon't"hekissedmyforeheadand

left.

Siyacamebackfromschoolsad.Whenhesaw

mehegothappy

"Momwhydidhebeatyou?"Ijustshrugged

"Howwasschool?"



"Itwasok,holdmeplease"Ihuggedhim.

IhadbeenaskingRosinahtowithdraw1000a

day.Inowhad14000onme.DumileftwithSiya

forDurban

Thatwastheperfectchanceformetoescape

"Rosipleasetakecareofmybabyboy"she

huggedmecrying

"Iwillmissyoumadam"Ilaughed

"Donotworryyouwillgetanewmadam"she

laughed

"Theonewhoisgoingtoabuseme"Irolledmy



eyes

"Abuseyou?Uhstopbeingdramatic"

Ilefthiscarandtookabackpack

IcalledZinzi

"WhereshouldIgokaNdaba?"

"LalelaGuguyouwilltakeataxitoTown.When

yougettoBreetakeataxitoCosmocity"

"WherearetaxistoCosmocity?"

"C3upstairs"



"Oksharpanythingelse?"

"TakeExt2wewillwaitforyouatkwaLouisthe

mostpopulartaverninCosmocity"

"Okgetmeonecold(Laughing)beer"she

laughed

"Ok"

Iwaitedfornearly30minutes,Itookataxito

fourwaysfromFourwaystotown.Theseats

hadwiresmyasswasnowsore."Sawubona

mshayelimayyoupleaseleavemeatBree"he

lookedatmeusinghismirror

"Ntombiangifundileminaangisaziisingisiuthi



iBreeinjani?(IamnoteducatedIdon't

understandEnglish.WhatdidBreedo?)"

"NgicelaungishiyeeBree(mayyoupleaseleave

meatBree)"

"Kulungilentombi"

Iwaswokenupbyhim

"Sesifikile"Iglancedaroundtheunfamiliar

placethenIsawC3.

"NgiyabongaBaba"Breewasnotsafeitwas

fullofthugsandhobos.Mymoneywasinmy

underwearitwasatipIgotfromZinzi



IwalkedtothequeMarshallIcouldtellbythe

wayhewascarryingabookandshouting

"Gooddaysirhowareyou?"helickedhislips

"Howareyoumybeauty?Ndoniyamanzimy

blackAfricanwoman"Ilaughed

"PleaseshowmetaxistoExtensiontwoin

Cosmocity"hecarriedmybagandmademe

sitonthefrontseat

"Howmuchistaxifare?"Hesmiledsucha

crazymanhewas

"Nzimandethisbeautiful,gorgeous,dark

beautyisnotpaying"Nzimandelaughed



"WeehShangeWalandaukuzodliwaeGoli"he

laughed.Thetaxidriverseemedshywecouldn't

eventalk.

ThedriverleftmeatKwaLouis.Ijumpedoffthe

taxiandrantoZinzi.Shecried,Icouldn'tface

mybrotherinlaw.

"OhGodmybabyImissedyou"Isniffedsmiling

"Imissedyoumore,Brotherhowareyou?"

"Iamoksiswena?"

"Good"helookedatmesmiling

"It'sabouttimeIgetmyfriendstokickyour



husbandhowdarehebeatsyou?"Iwipedmy

tears

"Tellthemtocutbothofhishandsandleavehis

Dickworkingjustincase"wealllaughed

"YouarecrazywenaGugu"theydroveupthe

bushyarea.Theplacewasisolatedanddusty.It

hadleakingsewagewipes.

Theplacewasdominatedby

shacks.Itwasnucleatedsettlementpattern.

Theplacewasjustok(rollinghereyes).Itbetter

thanmyhellmansion

"Ihavealreadyfoundyouaroomthelandlordis

sweet"



"ThankyoukaNdaba,ngingabayiningaphandle

kwakho"

"IamnothingwithoutyoutooMbuzi"Ilaughed

thisgirlwasunbelievable

Afterfewminutesweparkedoutsidethegate

andgotintheyard.Thereweremorethanten

shacksinoneyard

AfatladygotoutofthehousecarryingaHansa

bottle

"MaNdabayouhavealreadyarrived"Zinziwent

andhuggedher



"YesMaDlomothisismysisterIwastellingyou

about.Istheroomready?"shescratchedher

headshelookedlikeoneofthegossipersinthe

community

"Noshewillsleepinmyhousetonight.Myboys

willfixherroom.Ichoseaperfectroomfor

her."

"Isittheonewithglassesonly"Zinziasked

"YeskaNdaba,whatisyourname(Lookingat

Gugu)?"

"Gugulethuma"

"DonotcallmeMauyangigugisa



(laughing)SuchanicenamewhenIget

pregnantIwillcallmychildGugu"Ilookedat

herbuffledthisladywasnowoldababyatthis

agewasquietamusing

"AreyouseriousKaDlomo?"Istifledmy

laughter

"Yesmyfriendyouknowhowbentensare"she

wasoldenoughtobemymombutshewanted

tobemyfriend.

WelcometoJohannesburgthelandofwonders.

Whereyouseeoldladiesbeingcalledsis

Mandyinsteadofgrannyormama.

Theroomwassoperfect.70%ofitwere

glasses.



Myfriend(MaDlomo)toldmeaboutthecheap

furniturewhichwassoldtwostreetsbehindus.

IthankedZinziandherhusbandastheywere

leaving.

MaDlomo'shousehadanicefurniture.The

Ben10walkedinaround8thegrannywasnow

blushing

"BabythisisGugu,Guguthisisthemanofthe

house"thismanwasyoungerthanmeifnotmy

age

"Sanibona"herespondedseriously

"SawubonaGugu,loveIwillgoandliedownmy



stomachisupset"

"Kulungilebaba,youwilleattomorrow"

WespokethewholenightItoldheraboutDumi.

Worryandterrorwashedherface

"Guguyouneedtoleavehereandgotoanother

province,relocationisthebestsolutionhere.

Thismaniscapableofkillingyou"

"YesmyloveIamstillweighingmyoptionsplus

Ihaveason"

"Hewillunderstandwhenheisold.Thinkabout

yoursafety"



"WherecanIgo?"

"IwillspeaktomycousinwhoisinCapeTownI

hopeheisgoingtohelpyou."

"ThankyouMaDlomo"

Weendedupsleepingtogether.

Ihadpeacethatwassurpassingallmysorrows.

Mylaughsweregenuine

AfteraweekIgotajobnextdooritwasan

Ethiopiantuckshop.Iwasgetting250aweek.I

soldmyphonetothisotherNigerianandthrew

awaymySimcard.

MaDlomo'scousinagreedtotakemein.Igave



MaDlomoallthemoneyIhad.Itrustedherso

much.

ThedayformetoleaveforCapeTownwas

24hoursawayIwassoexcited.Ipackedmy

clothesandgaveMaDlomomysmallproperty.

Itwaspastmidnight.Iheardsomething

breakingmyglass.Isawthebrickflyingnextto

me.Iscreamed
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IreceivedanotificationalertfromMaDlomo

shewastellingmetousethebackdoorto

escape.Dumihadfoundme,asIwasaboutto



leavethedooropened

"Wewilldothistheeasywayorthehardway"

heroaredMaDlomogotintotheroom

"LeavethisgirlaloneyouanimalIwillcallthe

policeonyou"shetookherphoneasshewas

abouttodialDumilaughed

"Ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,youaregoing

tomindyourownbusiness.Iknowalotabout

youoldwoman.Allofyourshenanigans,dome

afavourandmoveawayfromourway"

"Lethuwhataboutthatthing"Ijustcried

"Leaveitit'sallyours,keepitlove"

Heevencarriedmetothecar.



"Iwasmissingyoualotmywife.Imaginetwo

weekswithoutyou"Iwastooscaredtorespond.

XwassmilingIswearthismanwasdoing

Karmaonme.

"MakaSiyawhereisyourphonemyfriendwas

stressedaboutyou.Youareungratefulshame,

soyoumovedtotheshackswhenyouhavea

mansion?"

"Idon'treporttoyou,youdon'tridemeXto

answeryourstupidquestionIwouldratherstay

inslumsthanliveinthemansionwiththedevil

inhishell"Xlaughed

"Youaresocrazy"



"Xyourealwanttomessaroundwithmeright.

Nowonderyoudon'thaveawifeyourmom

didn'tteachyoumanners.Peoplelikeyougrew

upnotbeinglovedbytheirfamily.Theyoften

findhappinessinhurtingothers.Youneedto

goforcounsellingbecauseyouaremessedup

justlikeyourfriendwhodoesn'tmanup,who

allowsabrokenmantomakeadecisionforhim.

LetmetellyousomethingXifthatfriendof

yourskillsmemybloodisgoingtobeonyour

hands.Iwillhuntyoufortherestofyourlife.

Youareevilbecauseyouwantmysontogrow

upinabrokenfamilyjustlikeyou.Thisboy

agreestoyournonsense"Xswallowedalump

onhisthroat.HelookedawayIhadhitanerve.

Iwasshakinginsidesomethingtoldmethat

Dumiwasgoingtokillme.

"Guguyouaretooloudandyouspeaknonsense

Iwillshowyoutodaywhotheheadofthefamily



is"Isobbed

"Howdidyouevenfindme?"Hesmirked

"YoushouldtellZinzitoalwayscheckthecost

whenshe'sdriving"

"Whywon'tyouleavemealoneDumi?Idon't

evenunderstandyouanymore.Itistimeslike

thisthatIwishIwasdead"

"Youhavestartedwithyourattentionseeking

skills"thedrivewasfilledwithmycries.When

weparkedoutsidethehouseIweeped,my

heartwasfailingme

Ifelthishandsholdingme"breathMaNdaba



pleasebreath,Xdrivelet'sgotothehospital"

"NoDumishewillrunaway.Carryhertothe

housesheshouldbeokbytomorrow"their

voiceswereslowlyfading.

WhenIopenedmyeyesitwasalreadymorning.

Hejumpedoffthechairandcametome

"MaNdabayouareawake(crying)donotever

scaremelikethat.Iloveyousomuchthatit

hurts.Iwouldratherdiethanwatchyouwalk

awayfromme"

hehuggedhisscentsenttinglestomyspine.I

hatedhowmuchmyhatredforhimalways

turnedtolove



"IamscaredofyouDumi,youhavemultiple

characters"hekissedmyhead

"IamgoingtobeagoodmanGuguIamtrying

pleasebearwithme"

Hishandsmovedtomybreastscuppingthem,

"Idon'twanttohavesexwithyou"helookedat

meintensely.Mybodywasreactingtohis

touch.Islightlyclosedmyeyes,hishands

movedtomycore.Iwasdrippingwet

"Ilovehowtightyouarebaby"mybreath

escalated.

Ihatedhowmybodybetrayedmealways.Dumi



wasusingsextocontrolme.Theworstpart

aboutthiswasthathehardlysaidsorry.

Afteroursessionhebathedme.Ithadbeen

longsinceIsawthatothersideofhim.

"IloveyouMaNdaba"helookedatmeIlooked

away.Afterwearinghewentdownstairs.

Ilookedatmyclothes,therewerestillnicely

hanged.Idecidedtowearmyshortsandbra

topIwentdownstairsandfoundDumiplaying

ourweddingsong.Hiseyesmovedtomybody.

Icouldseetheevidenceofhistears

"Comeandsithere"hetappedhislap.Iwalked

tohim.ThelastthingIwantedwastopissme

off



"GuguIloveyoupleasedon'teverleaveme

again,pleasedon'tleavememybeautifulwife"

thelasttimeIcheckedIwasuglybutnowIwas

addressedas'mybeautifulwife'littledidhe

knowthatIwasplanningawaytoescapeagain

.

"Ok,whereisSiya?"

"HewenttoRosinah'shousebuttheyare

comingbacktoday.(Smiling)heisgoingtobe

excitedwhenheseesyou"

"ImissedhimIcan'twaittoseehimBabakhe"

hestoodupcarryingmeandlaidmeontopof

thecouch.Hislookwasweakeningmyeyesight

andmyabilitytothink.Hewentdowngiving



mewetkisses.

"Youaresosexybaby"

WeswitchedpositionsIwasnowontopofhim

ridinghimlikeamaniac.Hismanhoodwas

hittingmyuterusitsentmeovertheedge

SiyaandRosinahcamethefollowingday.Iwas

anxiouslywaitingforthem

Siyarantome"mamahowareyou?Howwas

Durban?"Ilookedathimpuzzled

"OhDurban..Itwasfinemysonhowareyou?"

"IamgoodImissedyou"



"Imissedyoumore,nowgoupstairsandpack

yourclothesnicely.Iwillmakeyousomething

toeat"hekissedmycheekandrushedupstairs

"Madamyouareback?"

"Ain'tyouaskinganobviousquestion?soyou

thoughtthatitwasaghosttalkingtoSiya?

Whatareyouasking?"shelaughedrollingher

eyes

"Youneverceasetoamazeme..whydidyou

comebackIthoughtthatthemanwasnow

mine"welaughed

"TakehimforfreeRosinahyouaregoingto

makeagreatcougar(Clappingherhands)

whichremindsmeofwhatIsawinEskomthe



womanwhowasoldenoughtobemymother

wasdatingasmallboythereareplanningto

getababy"welaughed

"Takemetohershehastotrainme,Ineedmy

ownnowIbetIamnowaVirgin"

"YouarecrazyRosihhayisuka,Iwilltakeyouto

her.LetmesendZinziamessageandaskfor

hernumbers"

ItooktheIPhonethatDumihadboughtmethe

daybeforeyesterday.

ShesentmeMaDlomo'snumber

Irangher



"UnsavednumberHi"Ilaughed

Shelaughedtoo

"Yeswenasilima(heyyoucrazything)"

"MaDlomohowareyou?"

"Yooomyfather'sdaughterIwasworriedabout

you"

"IamfineIstillwanttorunaway"shegiggled

"ThatmanofyourslooksdeliciousifonlyI

couldgethimforonenight"Ilaughed

"Comegethim



Anddon'tbringhimback"

"Iamsureheisgifteddownthere"weall

laughedsinceIwasonloudspeaker

"HookmyfriendRosinahshealsoneedsa

Ben10"shelaughed

"VisitmenextSaturday,comeandgetyour

moneywenamnyamane"Ilaughed

"Noit'syoursMaDlomokeepitthisbastardhas

money"shelaughed

"I'mnotacharitycase.Comeweekendwith

yourfriendwhohasafunnyname"shelaughed

"Iwillmylover"



"IwillbewaitingNdabalicious"

"Bye(laughing)love"

"Becarefulsis"

"Thankyoufriend"

Whenwedroppedthecallwebothlaughed

"Shesoundsnaughty,Ineedapersonlikeher

asafriend"

"She'sverynaughtybutIloveher"



DumiwasawayforabusinessmeetingIdidn't

evenwanthimtobehome.Senzocametomy

houseuninvited.Mystomachturned

"MaNdaba"

"Yourbrotherisnothere"

"Ok...Iamstillwaitingforyourcall"Igavehim

myphone

"AddyournumbersIwillcallyou"

Hehandedmemyphonewhenhewasdone

"CanIwaitforDumi?"



Iwasfeelinguncomfortablearoundhim

"Ohit'suptoyou,Iwillbeinmybedroom"After

fewminutesDumiWalkedinandfoundme

bathing

"WhyareyoubathingGugu?WhyisSenzo

feelinguncomfortableallofasudden?"

"Justbecauseyouareawhorethatdoesn't

makeme..."hegavemeahotslap..hepulled

meoutofthebathtubandpushedmeonthe

floor.Hekeptonkickingmyarm.Herepeatedly

punchedmyface.Iwasbleeding,Iscreamedin

agony.MyarmwasinpainatthatmomentI

wantedtodie

"Mawe..Mawe..."Wordsfailedme.



WhenIopenedmyeyesIwasinthehospital.

Thedoctorwalkedin

"YouarefinallyawakeMrsZwane"Inodded

"Iaminpain,pleasegivemesomethingtoease

mypain"

Shenoddedandcalledthenursewhobrought

mepainkillers.

"Doyouwanttotalkaboutwhathappened?"

Dumiwalkedincarryingflowers

"Idon'trememberanything"shenodded

"Yourhusbandsayshefoundyouunconscious.

Doyouwantustoopenacase?"



"NoGodwillfightforme"Dumicameand

kissedme

"Doctorisshegoingtobeok?"

"Yeswewillgototheradiologyroomjustto

checkifherbonesgotbroken..theXrayis

goingtohelpus"henoddedactingasifhe

cared.

Afterthreedayswecheckedifmyarmwas

broken.Unfortunatelyitwasbrokenandithad

fewfractures.

Theybookedanoperationdateforme,after

twodaysIwenttothetheatrewithDumionmy

side.Theyoperatedme,myarmwasstill



painful.

Amonthpassedmyarmwasstillweak.Dumi

keptonapologisingtobehonestIdon'tknowif

Istilllovedhim,hehadturnedintoananimal,a

beastIcouldn'trecognise.

Iwasalreadyprayingforhimtostartgoingto

Durbanfrequently.

SiyawalkedineatingDoritos

"Maisyourhandstillpainful?"

"Nomyboy"

"Whydoesdadbeatyou?"



"Idon'tknowSiya"heraisedhisbrows

"WellIknow"

"Reallytellme(heshookhishead)areyou

serious?"deepdownIhopedthatDumiwas

notbrainwashingSiya.

"Yesbyeletmegoandtakemynotes"

Heleftrunning..Rosinahhadalreadyfounda

Ben10thinkingaboutitwasmakingmelaugh

SiyawenttobedearlierIwasleftalone.Ifelt

lonelyIwentonmyFacebookandsawthe

picturesofThandotearswelledinmyeyes.I

missedmyfriendalotormaybeshewasoneof

thosepeoplewhoonlycametoourlivesfora

temporaryseason.



Iwenttomyroomandprayed.AfterprayingI

slept.IwaswokenupbyDumihehadlipsticks

alloverhisface.Hewassexreeking.

"Areyoudisrespectingmethatmuchthatyou

cameheresmellingofsex?Areyoutryingto

proveapoint"

"Don'taskmeshitIwanttosleep"

"DumigetoutofmyroomIcantolerate

everythingbutnotthisdisrespect"

"FuckoffwenaGugu"hewasdrunk..Itookmy

phoneandwentdownhefollowedme.



"Gobacktoyourbed"heslappedme

"Ouch"

"Youarenowdisrespectful,areyouamannow?

Uh.."hekickedmystomachIfelldown.Hetook

aknifeandstabbedmyoperatedarmseveral

times.Icried,ItookmyphoneandcalledXhe

cameafter20minutesitwasaroundmidnight

"Xtakemetothehospitalplease"Iwassobbing

reallybad

"HhayiMaNdaba,Dumilet'sleave"mytears

werefallingondeafears

"XIambeggingyou"heleftwithDumi.



SenzocametomymindIquicklygavehima

call

"MaNdabaareyouok?"

"Pleasecomeandsaveme"

Idon'trememberwhathappenedbutwhenI

openedmyeyesIwasinthehospital.

Thedoctorcamesmiling

"Wearehappythatyoudidn'tlosethebaby"

"Uh"
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Iwasshocked

Iwasterrified

MyheartstartedbeatingfastIcried

"Docpleaseletmeabortthisbaby.Idon'twant

itplease"hewipedmytears

"MrsZwaneareyousurethatyouwanttoabort

thisbaby?Imeanthereareotheroptionswe

canconsider.Optionslikeadoption.Asa

marriedwomanyoudon'tmakesuchdecisions

alone,yourhusbandmightsueus"

"HeisnotgoingtoknowDocpleaseIam



beggingyou"

Godwassupposedtoforgivemefor

committingmurder.Ihadnohatredforthis

babybutIknewthatIwasn'tgoingtobeableto

takecareofit.

"Canwefirstgoanddosonar.Sothatwecan

besureofhowmanymonthsthisfellowis.Ifit

safeforustoabort"

"ThankyouDocIpromisetopayyoualotof

moneyforthisfavour"hegavemeafaintsmile

ItriedgettingupbutIcouldn’thebalancedme

"StepbystepbecarefulMrsZwane"



"Whereisthemanwhobroughtmehere?"He

smiled

"Isheyourhusband?Iswearthatmanloves

youdeeply.IfIwereyouIwasn'tgoingtoabort.

Hewascryingyesterday,thewayhewas

brushingyourhair...."

"Ohmhnmcanwecontinuewithwhatyoucame

herefor.Youareblubberingalotandalotof

nonsense"helaughed.Ilookedathimand

smiled.

Wewenttotheroom.Iremovedmyclothes,he

helpedmelieonthebed.

Thegelwasverycold,itmademelaughalittle

"WhyareyoulaughingMrsZwane?"



"Youwouldn'tunderstandit'sverystupid"he

laughed

"Stupidthingsmakemelaughtoo"

"Thegeliscold..itismakingmefeelgiddy"he

laughed

"Doyouwantmore?"

"Noareyoucrazy?WhyamIevenaskingan

obviousquestion"helaughedflappinghislong

eyelashes.Helookedmagnificent,thewayhe

washandsomeIcouldtellthattherecouldbe

somethingwrongwithhim.Nomancanbethis

goodit'seitherhehadasmalldickorhehad

skeletons.WhatamIthinkingaboutdamn

concentrateGugu.Helookedatmesmiling



"Wearenotalone"Ismiled

"Youfunnysowhatsapp?"

"Mhmmsosheknowshowtospeakslang..no

wonderthismanisheadoverheels"Ilaughed

"Docbeserious"hepointedatthescreen.

"Wehavetwoheartbeats,theotheroneisfaint"

Icried

"Doesthatmeanthebabyisgoingtodie?"

"Yessincewearegoingtoabortthem,Youare

twoMonthsPregnantAnditissafeforustodo

theAbortion"Icried



"Ican'tdoitanymore,Iwantmybabiesalive

(sobbing)Icanneverlivewithmyselfknowing

thatIkilledasoul"hesmiled

"Iwillprescribesomemedicationforyouto

takesincewearekeepingthesechampsand

alsosomedietplan.Thechancesofuslosing

thischildaregoingtobelimited"Icried

"Nkanyezikamamapleasesurvive.Givemea

reasontolive(sobbing)fightbabyfight"the

doctorhuggedmebuthewasreluctant.He

wasn'tsureifitwastherightthingtodo.I

sobbed

"IlovethemIamnotgoingtokillthem"he

laughed



"Letmewipethegeloffyousothatyoucan

wearyourclothes.Idon'twantpeoplesaying

thatIwastappingabeautifulmelaningoddess

who'spregnant"hesmirked

"Areyoualwaysthisflirtatious?"Herolledhis

eyesmakingmelaugh

"SoIlooklikeamanwhore"heraisedhisbrow

"Dotheytalkwhentheyareone?"

"I'moffendedlet'sgobacktoyourroom"I

laughed

"Youwantmetogonaked?"



"Hhayidowhatmakesyousleepbetteratnight"

webothlaughed

WhenIgotbacktomyroomIfoundSenzo

pacingupanddown.Whenhesawmehe

smiled

"MaNdaba"

"Zwane"

"IswearIwassoscaredforamomentI

thoughtyouweredead"

"Iamadiehard"Ismiledflatly

"Myparentsarealreadyatyourplace,howlong



hashebeenbeatingyou"

"Sinceforever,Itriedrunningawayfromhimbut

hefoundme"Iblinkedacoupleoftimestrying

tostopmyselffromcrying

Hehuggedhiscolognewasbreathtaking

"LeavehimheisnotworthitMaNdaba"

"Ican'tleavehimanymore.Iamtoouglyand

broke.PeoplewillcallmenamesonceIleave

him.Iampregnant"hefrowned

"What?Areyoupregnant?"

"YesofcourseSenzo,ImeanIhavesexmostof

thetimes



Iampregnantwithtwins"hepacedaroundin

theroommakingmemorenervous

"IwillseeyoulaterIneedtosmoke"

IrefusedtoopenacaseatthismomentIwas

unemployed.Dumihadallthecardsmesending

himtojailwassurelygoingtonotworkinmy

favour.

Thedayformetogetdischargedarrived.Senzo

camecarryinggifts.

"Senzothankyou,howdidyouknowthatthose

chocolatesaremyfavourite?"

"Ipayattentionlet'sgohome"hehelpedmeget



insidethecar.

Wedroveinsilence,whenwegothome

MaKheswagotoutofthehousecrying

"MaNdaba"

"Mamaunjani?"Shecriedmore

"Whydidn'tyoutellusanything?"

"Iwasscaredthatyouweregoingtojudgeme"

shewalkedinsidethehouseholdingme.

"Sanibonani"theyallgreetedmebackDumi

wassittingfarfromhisfather.Hecouldn'teven

lookatme.Hisolderauntcoughedalittle



"MaNdabaweweretoldabouthowDumi

stabbedyou,kuyabekezelwaemshadwenisisi

njalouDumiisacknowledginghismistakeshe

issorry.TheDumiIknowwasneverlikethis.

Wearegoingwithhimhometomorrowweneed

tocleansehim.Somethinghaspossessedthis

boy"Senzogroaned

"HhabeauntizaDumideservestogotojailheis

ananimal.Howdoeshebeatawomanasifhe

isbeatingaman?Heneedstofightmennot

women.Heisadisgustingfaggot"

Dumistoodup

"WhatareyousayingSenzo?Areyoufucking

Gugumanjeuh?Justbecauseyourapedher

thatdoesn'tmeanshit"SenzojumpedAunty

andgaveDumionehardpunch.Hegotontop

ofhimandpunchedhimrepeatedly.Bloodwas

comingoutofhisnose



AuntytriedstoppingSenzoBab'Zwanewarned

her

"SitdownMaZwane,lethimfightaman..this

boyisdisrespectfulhejustsaidthefuckword

infrontofus"

SenzostoodupfullofDumi'sblood,Dumiwas

bleedingprofuselyapartofmewashappythat

hehadfoundhismatch.

"Doyoubleedthismuchwhenhebeatsyou

makoti?"

"YeboBaba"hiseyesmovedtoDumi

"YouareawomanDumi,youarecapableof



beatingMANDABAbutyoucan'tbeatSenzo"

"Iamsorrybaba,Idon'tknowwhat'shappening

tomebutIloveMaNdaba.AsauntyhassaidI

willgobackhomewithyou.Idon'tmindstaying

twomonths.TheonlythingthatIamscaredof

islosingher"MaKheswaraisedhervoice

shouting

"Areyoudrunkwenanja(dog)?Youscaredof

losingherbutyoubeathereverytime.Youdon't

deserveher.Ipraythatsheleavesyoufor

good."hereyesmovedtometheywerefullof

sympathy

"Mydaughteristhereanythingyouwantto

say?"IlookedatSenzo

"YesIampregnantwithtwins,theotherone



hasaweakheart.IamworriedaboutNkanyezi

(crying)thedoctorsaidIwillloseitifIget

stressed.IwasaskingyoutostaywithDumi,I

wanthimtomoveawayfrommengoba

uyashayanaanytime"Bab'Zwanelookedat

aunty

"MaZwanestaywithDumiuntilGugugivesbirth.

Wedon'twanthertogetstressed"Dumifumed

withanger

"Whoisgoingtotakehertothehospitalfor

checkups?SheismywifeIhavetotakecareof

her"

"WenaDumidon'ttellmeabouttakingcareof

herwhenyouarefailingthismuch.Youare

failingdismally,youarelikeacancertomy

daughter.Doherafavourandstayawayfrom



her.Senzowilltakehertothehospital"

"Idon'tmeantodisrespectyouBababutSenzo

won'tcomeintomyhouseeveragain.Iwant

himfarfrommywife.BabauyamfunauSenzo.

Hewantsmywife.Iamnotgoingtoallowhim

totakecareofGugunotwhenIamalive"

"BabaletVumanidothat.Wewillaskhimto

takecareofMaNdaba..LookatherarmZwane

yaziyoursonisabeastthedevilhimself.

Christiansoftenpreachaboutthedevilheywe

shouldtellthemthatourdaughterinlawis

marriedtotheonewithbiggerhorns"Istifled

mylaugh

Zwanenodded

"KunjaloMakheswaIfeellikewashingmy



handsDumiistiring"..Rosinahwalkedinwith

tea.Everyonedranktea.Iwentupstairswithin

fewminutessomeoneopenedthedoorI

jumpedscreaming

"I'msorrytoscareyou"

"Mhmm"

"MayIpleaseholdyourstomachforfew

minutes"Inodded,thetruthisIwasscaredof

him.Hekissedmystomach

"Youarenotshowingyet"

"YesIamtwomonthspregnant"



"SoIdiddoublefertilisationfuckthisisso

amazing"

"Itis,IhopeNkanyeziwillfight..Ihaveafeeling

thathe'sgoingtobetiny(smiling)heisgoingto

gainweightafterbirth"

"SoyounamedthebabyNkanyezisucha

beautifulname.Ican'tbelievethatInearlykilled

youandourkids.IamsosorryGugu..."

"Nodon'tsayanythingit'senoughfortoday.

Dumiyoualwayscomeupwithpromises"he

sighed

"YesIknow"



"Iamsleepingwithyourmomtoday"

"Okletmegoandbath"Rosifixedthe

guestrooms.Hislipswereswollen

IthankedSenzoforsavingmylife,hewas

alreadyleaving

"Youcan'tsaythankyounjekanjaloGugu"I

laughed

"DoesitringtoyouthatIammarried?"

"Youmeanyouarewearingthisbandthat

bringspaintoyou"Ilaughed

"Byedon'tcallmeIwillcallyouwhenhebeats



meagain..kissyourdaughterforme"

"Iwillsincesheisourlastborn"Iclosedthe

dooronhisface.

Rosimadedinner,Makheswawasfeedingme

"Sandlana(funnyhand)areyoufullnow?"

"MaSandlananjalo(Laughing)Babau

MaKheswaismakingfunofme"

"MaKheswaleavemydaughteralone"she

laughed

"Thishandhassurvivedtheworstshame,it

nearlyleftyou..Dumiisabodyengineershame

thatboyiscrazy"auntycoughedalittle



"MaKheswaleavetheboyalone"

"NaweMaZwanecan'tapersontalkwhat'son

theirmind,yourboyshouldbeashamed"

"It'senoughMaKheswa"shelaughed

"Sandlanaareyoufull?"

"MaIknowhowtoeatletmedoitbymyself"

shedeniedmethat.Shestoodupandcame

backwithpills

"Noshecan'ttaketabletssheispregnantMa"

Dumispokewithsomuchlove



"ThatiswhatyouaregoodatDumisaniyoulove

mindingotherpeople'sbusiness,makotilet'sgo

tobed"

"Goodnighteveryone"theynodded.

WhenwegottoourbedroomMaKheswa

shouted

"DidyouchangethesheetsMaNdaba?"

"Yesmama"

"Idon'twanttosleeponDumi'ssemen"

"Stopmom"



"IshissexgamegoodMaNdaba?"

"Angazi"Ilaughedmovingawayfromher

"Heislikehisfather..Heisgood"

"UhMayoumeanevennowyouarestillon...

likeyouunderstandright"shesighed

"Yeswearestillhavingsexwenasilima"I

laugheditwasjustwronginsomanylevels.

Wegotinsidethecoversandslept.The

followingmorningIwokeupat12.Iwasso

hungry,Iwalkeddownstairsandfoundpeople

eating

"Makotihowdidyousleep?"



"WellyouBaba"

"Good"

MaKheswagavemefourslicesofbread.

"WearenowleavingmakesureyoueatIwill

callyoueveryday"shekissedmyforehead.

AuntygavemesomethingtodrinkwheneverI

feellikevomiting.Assoonastheyleft.Ithrewit

away.

Rosicameintothediningroomsneakingin

"Theyhavealreadyleftmadam"

"Thatisactuallygood,Inearlydiedyouknow"

"Godsavedyoumadam"

"IwanttomovetoMozambique.Betterfindme



agoodplaceRosi"

"Iwill"sheremovedhershirtandshowedme

theburnsonherbackandnearthebreasts

"YoooRosiwhathappened?"

"Henearlykilledme,hesaidthatIloved

sleepingaround.Himburningmewasgoingto

stopmefrombitchingaround"

"Hewasalunatic"

"Hewasveryromantictoo,thedayhepoured

petrolonmemademerealisethatlifewas

short.Ileftthehouserunningmyneighbours

savedme."



"YouareasurvivorRosi"

"Istillsurvivedandwentbacktohim"

myphonerang

Itwasanumberfrom Siya'sschool
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ThedoctortookNkanyeziandinsertedpipesin

hismouth.Thedoctorstrieddrainingthefluid

insidehislungsbuttherewasnothing.They

spankedhisassbuttheygotnoreaction.He

didCPRonhimstilltherewasnoresponse.

"Docthisisbadthereisnosignoflife"



"Letmecallhisfather,tryandputoxygen

pumps.Pumphimpleasedosomething"

thenursedidwhatshewasinstructedtodo.

Hereyessaiditalltherewasnothingtheycould

do.Thedoctorwentbacktotheroom.

Isawhimgettinginsideourroom.Itriedsitting

wellbutitwasdifficult

"DocwhereisNkanyezi?Whereismybaby?"

Hisexpressionwasblank

"MrZwanepleasefollow.DonotworryMrs

Zwanewewillbringthebabytoyou"Isighed

relievedmybabiesweresafe.



DumifollowedtheDoctor

"GoodafternoonMrZwane"

"Hhayiyouwerewithmerightnowsowhyare

yougreetingmeagain"theDoctorshyly

chuckled

"Sorrymymemoryisshedding"

"Howismyson?"

"WetriedourbesttosavehimMrZwane,but

wefailed.Welostthelittlefellow"tearswelled

upinDumi'seyes

"How?why?Nkanyeziwhydidn'tyoufightfor



yourmom?Whatkilledhim?"

"Hewasdeprivedoxygenfromexternalforces

(suchasakinkedorprolapsedumbilicalcord)

orfrominternalforcessuchaslowbirthweight

orunderdevelopedlungs,oxygendeprivationis

oneofthemostcommonreasonsforsomeof

themostseverebirthinjuries.Almostallbrain

relatedbirthinjuriesarerelatedtooxygen

deprivation,andthesebirthinjuriescanbemild

orsevere,andthevictimsofthesebirthinjuries

cansuffertheconsequencesforanyperiod

fromonlyafewdaystopossiblytheirentire

lifetimesomedie,Nkanyeziwasoneofthose

whodon'tsurvive"Dumirubbedhiseyes

"OhGodwhatamIgoingtotellGugu?Whatam

Igoingtosaytoher"Heraisedhiseyesand

sawhisparentswhowalkingfastconsumed



withexcitement.Herantohismother

"MamawelostNkanyezi"

"Ohmygodthisissobad(wipinghertears

whichformedwithinasecond)Zwanecomfort

yoursonIwillberightback"Dumistayed

behindwithhisfather

MaKheswawalkedinandsawGugusmiling

carryingachild

"Mama"MaKheswafakedalaugh

"MaNdabahowareyou?"

"Iamgoodma(smiling)hernameisLigugu

MbaliyezweZwane,Iamstillwaitingforthe



doctortobringNkanyezi(laughing)ifyouwere

totellmethatIwasgoingtogivebirthtotwins

tenyearsagoIwasgoingtocallyoualiar"

IhandedLigugutoMaKheswa

"MaNdaba(lookedatMaKheswa)welllwehla

lungehlanga"myeyeswerefilledwithtears

"IsBab'Zwaneokmama?"MaKheswalookedat

Liguguandnodded

"WelostNkanyezi"

"MamaIgavebirthtohimnow,mama(smiling)

thedoctorsarecleaninghim.Youmightbe

mistaken.Dumi!Dumi!"Hewalkedinwithhis



puffyredeyes.Iremovedthedripsonmybody

andItriedstandingup

"Dumi"

"Mhmm"

"Dumiwhyareyoucrying?Dumiwhereis

Nkanyezi?"hecameandheld

"Ourboyisgone"

"NoNkanyezi(screaming)Nkanyezimamano

Nkanyeziisalive.Iwanttoseehim.Leaveme

aloneDumi."Thenursescame

"Wearesorryaboutyourloss"



"NoNkanyezican'tdieonme,thedoctorssawa

progressinhim..okokmayIpleasegeta

glimpseofhim,mayIpleaseholdhim?"

"Wearenot.."Isobbed

"Pleaseonetime"theybroughthimwrappedin

asheet.Iunwrappedhim.Hewasn'tbreathing

normoving.Therewasnosignoflifeinhim,or

anevidencethatheoncelived.

"BreathZwaneBreath,makehimbreathGod

please.Dumiheisgoingtobreathdonotallow

themtotakehim.Nkanyezimystarfight.You

aremylittlesoldier.Dumilet'sdoCPRonhim,

okjustgivehimyourbreatheI'llopenhismouth

andyouwilltransferyouroxygentohim.Star



wakeupplease.HehasyourskincolourDumi,

heisyourreplicatepleasesavemyson(crying)

nono"

"Givehimtousma'am"

"NokaZwanewakeupplease"

"MaNdabalistenhere,breathcontrolyour

breathing"MaKheswaheldher.

"IcursethedayImetyouDumi.Eversinceyou

cameintomylifeyoubroughtmenothingbut

pain.Iregretagreeingtobewithyou.Allofyou

leavemealone,IwanttodiewithNkanyezi.

NkanyeziNkanyezi.Ibroughttwobagshere

nowonlyoneisbeinguseful.WhatshouldIdo

withyourclothesZwane.?.whatshouldIdo



withyourroomandyourbed?EverytimeGod

youneglectmeyoumakemesuffer.Isitthe

sinsofmyfatherwhohadkidsallover

KwaZulu"

"CalmdownMakoti"

"Allofyouleave,takeLiguguwithyou"Ligugu

cried

Thenursecameandtoldmetobreastfeedher

"WillthatbringNkanyeziback?Willitgivemy

sonachancetobreath"sheshookherhead

"Noma'am"



"Whydidn'ttheyalldie?Whydidyousaveher

alone?Whataboutmyson?Whyshouldhebe

theonlyonedead?Ishouldhaveabortedthese

thingswhenIhadachanceto"Dumistoodup

"Youwillnotcallthemthingsnowfeed

maZwane"

"Youhavenorighttoshoutatme.Gethera

bottle,mybreastswillonlyfeedtwoofthem,if

it'sonethensheshouldalsodie"hegotangrier

"AreyoulisteningtoyourselfGugulethu?"

"KillmeonceDumi,Goddoesn'tloveme.Ifit's

notmyhusbandbeatingmeandcheatingon

meit'sSiyadisrespectingme.Iwillnotpray

anymoreGoddoesn'texistI'mdoneIwantto



dietoo.Andfollowmysonmaybehewasgoing

tolistentomemhmmNkanyezibandla"

"CalmdownMaNdabawearealsohurt"

"NooneknowshowIfeel"

MaKheswahuggedmeIjustsobbedloudly

Dumiwasalsoweeping.Bab'Zwanehadhis

headdown.

"IambeggingyouGugupleasefeedherevenif

it'stwominutesplease"shehandedmeLigugu

Igavehermybreastshestartedsuckingit.My

hatredforherwasgrowingwitheverysecond



Ihadwalkedinherewithtwobagsthatwere

meantfortwopeoplebutIlosttheotherone.

Hewasgoingtobeahealthykid,Ihadplansfor

Nkanyezi..Ihadplansforhim.Hewas

supposedtobemyprideandmywarrior.His

skintone,hishairmyGod.Iwantedhimto

breath.Thetemperatureofhisbody,histiny

handsandfeetgotmethinkingofhisbooties,

theywereblueincolour.Nkanyezileftnever

looked,Ihadnotheardhischucklehislaughter

andhiscries.Heleftbeforeheopenedhiseyes,

heleftbeforehecalledmemama,beforehe

learnthowtowritehisname.Beforehe

introducedmetohisgirlfriend.Mysonhad

turnedhisbackonme.Hehadcrushedmy

hopesandmydreams

"Sheisnowfullhelpherburp"MaKheswatook

LigugufrommeIcouldn'tstopcrying.



"Dumicallthenurseforme"

"Areyouinpainlove?"Iwhispered

"Pleasecallher"

Hewentoutoftheroom andcamebackwith

thenurse

"AreyouokMrsZwane?"

"YesNursemayIpleaseask"

"Okask"

"Areyougoingtoputhiminthemorgue?"



"YesMrsZwane"

"It'scoldthere"

"Yesit'safreezerit'soughttobecold"

"Letmesleepwithhim,Iwillkeephimwarm.

Dumi(lookingathimwithbeggingeyes)ask

themtogivemeonenightwithmyson"his

jawstightened.Iknewwhatitmeant.Hewas

warningme,hewantedmetostop.Ijustcried

heenvelopedmewithahughisscenthitmy

nostrils

"Mamakheholdonplease.Donotneglect

ligugu"



"Babakheithurts"IcriedupuntilIfellasleep.

Istayedinthehospitalforaday.Wehadto

speeduphisburial.MaKheswaCameintomy

room

"Wearthisdressweareleavingthishospital,we

aregoingbackhome"

"MamaarewetakingNkanyeziwithus"

"Yeswearemydaughter"

"Thisfeelslikeadream,Istillhaveahopethat

hewillcomeback(crying)Mamapleasedon't

crushmyhopes"



Sherubbedmybackcrying

"Letthedead,lethimgo"

"WhyNkanyezimama?Whyhim?"

"Hehasgonetohisancestorsdonotworry

abouthim.Hewillwatchoveryou"

"Ihearyoumama"

"Pleasepumpsomemilkforme,Iwantto

breastfeedLigugu"Itooksomebottlesand

pumpedsomemilk.

MaKheswatookLiguguandcoveredherhead.

WeheadedtoVumani'scar,makaZuziwas

waitingforus.Shewasgoingtodriveus.



"MaNdaba"

"Sawubonasisi"

"Congratulationssisi,Liguguisgoingtobea

sweetgirl.Iamsorryforyourloss"

"WhocanquestionthedoingsoftheLordsince

whathedoesistoplayuslikeweareballs?He

doesn'tcareaboutusyethesayshedoes"

"Godcannevergiveyousomethingyoucan't

handle"

"Thisgodtopicisstartingtoboreme,Idon't

wanttotalkabouthim"



Hisfacewaswellplasteredinthebackofmy

head.

IsleptallthewayfromNetcareupuntilDurban.

Ihadnoteatenanythingthewholeday.

WhenweparkedoutsideItookmybagand

wenttobathafterbathingIwentstraighttobed.

TheytriedwakingmeupbutIrefused.Dumi

cameatnightandfedmebyforce

"YoumustfinishthisfoodGugu"

"Idon'twant"heunbuckledhistrousers

Ilaughedandfinishedeating.Ihadstitchesso

beingfuckedwasoutoftheequation.



Mysisterscameatmidnight.Ihadtowakeup

andwelcomethem.

Mysoncamehomethenextday.Sindisoand

Vumanidughisgravebehindthehouse.Hewas

buriedatdawnbyoldwomen.Theoldwomen

laidmysonfacingupwards.Theywereavoiding

cursesandbadlucks.

HewasgonebutneverforgottenRIPNKANYEZI

SIBUSISOZWANE

Wegothroughthingsinlifethatmakesus

questiontheexistenceofGod.Knowthat

everythinghasaseason
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"Gugu"

"Mhnm"

"Iloveyou"hereallyturnedmeoffIstoodup

andfixedmyself

"YouaresuchaboreDumi,youknowhowto

messupagoodmomentwithyourcrazystupid

sentencenyanyavunyanyavu"Irolledmyeyes

andwentupstairs

"MaNdabalet'stalkplease.."Iclosedthedoor

onhisface.Iwentandcheckedthetwins's

clothes.Itwasanexcitingexperience.Itook

myphoneandtextedNkuliIwantedustogo

outthefollowingday.Shehadtomakeaplan

sinceshewastheboss.



Iwentdownstairstogetsomefoodmytummy

screamedhunger.Dumifoundmelaughing

"What'shappeningMaNdaba?"

"Theyarekickingmeputyouhandshere"he

placedhishandontheleftsideofmystomach

"Thesearethekicksofasoccerplayerlove"I

laughed

"Ithinksotoo"wehadnotcheckedtheir

genderswewantedtobesurprised.

Iwenttothesittingroomcarryingmypotthat

hadriceDumifollowedme



"Siyawasoncesuspendedfortwoweeks"

"Whywashesuspendedlove?"

"Becausehewasimitatinghisfatherangithihe

learntfromthebest.Hesentonekidtothe

hospitaljustlikeIwasoncesentthere.Idon't

knowwhathappenedtotheotherboybutSiya's

shirtwasscarletred"

"Thisisbad,Iwilltalktohim.Youdon'tspank

himheistoospoiled"

"HowamIgoingtospankhimwhenIam

alwaysnursingthewoundsIgotfrommyfather.

MyfatherDumialwaysbeatsmethenwhere

willIgettheenergytospankSiya?"Helooked

downembarrassed



"Iwilltalktohim"

"Ipraythathedoesn'tbecomeamonsterlike

you"

"HhayibooGugugoandsleepifyouaretiredI

amnotinthemoodforarguing"

"Isitbecauseyouwanttochokemeinmy

sleep?"Hestoodup

"Iamnothavingthisconversationwithyou"

"Gorunawayasalways"



Heleftangryhewasabully,Iwasn'tgoingto

allowhimtowalkoverme.

SiyaandRosinahcamehomearoundeight

"Howwasthematch?"

"Goodeveningmadamthematchwasgreat

Siyascoredtwogoals"Ilaughed

"HhayikeRosiIwasgoingtogreetyou

afterwards"Siyacameinjogginghappilyhe

jumpedontopofme

"MamaIscoredtwogoals"Ikissedhim

"Yesmyboyyouareastar"



"Iamhungrywhatarewehavingfordinner"

"RosiIdidn'tcookneitherdidDumi.Thereisa

takeawayinsidethemicrowave.Youcanhave

thatfordinner"

"MomIapologisedtoSaziafterthematchI

nowfeelbetter"

"Youdidwellmyboy,letmegotobed.Doyou

wanttosleepwithme?"Hiseyeswidened

delightfully

"Areyousuremommy?"

"YesmyboyIamsureaslongasyoupromise



nottoplaykarateatnight,youbetterbath

beforeyoujumpintomybed"

"Yesma'am"

Myfeetwerenowswollen,mytummywasvery

big.IhatedhowfatIlookedbutIstillatelikea

pig.

WhenIgottomybedroomIkneltdownand

prayed.

IfeltSiyagettinginsidethebed

"Moveyourlegsthatsideyouarecold,SiyaI

willpinchyou"Itriedfindinghislegshelaughed.



Iwokeupthefollowingdayaround12.Siyahad

alreadyleftofschoolIhadnotheardhim

leaving.I dalliedinthebathroomIfinished

aroundtwo.

IwasmeetingNkuliatthree.Iwalkeddown

stairsrockingmyGucciflatshoes.

"Goodmorninggoodday"Ilookedathim

laughingthismanwascrazy

"HowareyouDumi?"

"IamgoodImadebreakfastandlunchyoumay

sitdownyourmajesty"

"IamgoingoutIhadalreadymadeplans"



"Ow"

"Yeslater"Itookmycarkeysanddroveout.

Iwasdrivingveryfastthetrafficofficers

stoppedme..Ipulledoververyannoyed

"Yooomamayouaredrivingveryfastandit

lookslikeyouwillgivebirthanytimefromnow"

"It'snotmymonthyet"shecalledanother

officer

"Vusilookathowpregnantfulsheisbutshe

wasdrivingveryfast.Isitsafeforhertodrive?"

"It'snotsafeforhertodrive.Shecangoand



parkthecaraside"

"Iamnotparkinganythingaside,K53doesn't

sayweshouldstopdrivingifwegetpregnant.

WritemeaticketifyouwanttobutI'mnot

stopping.Iamgoingtoattendsomething

important"theyspokeamongstthemselves

"Hhayikemamawewilldoyouafavouronlyfor

today.Youcanleaveusmoneyforcolddrink"I

gotserious

"Nexttimewhenyouwantmoneyforcolddrink

don'tcomeupwithnonsensestories.Come

cleanandtellmewhatyouwant"Igavethem

whattheywanted.Ileftataveryhighspeed,

theyopenedtheirmouthsshockedIcouldsee

themthroughthemirror.



IfinallyreachedSeasonscuisineinBryanston.I

draggedmyselfgoingupthestairs.Themadam

wassittingdownsippingherwine

"Youare30minuteslateyouknowIcouldhave

gottenthreeclientswithinthatwastedtime"we

bothlaughedhuggingeachother

"Howareyoulove?"

"IamgoodandyouGugu?"

"Iamsurviving,I'msuperstarving"Iraisedmy

handthewaitresscamerushing

"Goodafternoonma'amhowareyou?"Isaw



hernameonhernametag

"IamgoodandyouLindiwe?"

"Iamgood"

"Doyouoffercomplementarybread?"

"Yeswedoma'am"

"Goodgivemeorangejuiceandthebread,Nkuli

whatcanIorder?"

"Lindiwebringusbeefrollsincherrysauceand

organicsteak.Addcauliflowerriceand

Portugueserice.Forstartersgetustropical

prawncocktailandmushroomensemble"



Lindiwejotteddowneverything

"Howwouldyouliketohaveyourmeat?"

"Beefrollsmediumwellandorganicsteakwell

done.Bringmeabottleofredinsidetheice

bucketthiswineisveryhot,itissupposedtobe

ataroomtemperaturebutheyit'sveryhotdid

youputitinsidetheovenLindi?"Lindiwe

laughedshakingherhead

"Okma'am"

"Guesswhat"

"What?"



"ItoldBonganithatyouwerepregnantwith

twinshesaidthatallalongwhatwasDumi

waitingforphelaSiyaisnowold,washe

buildinghisspermmobility"Ijustlaughed

"Youandyourmanarecrazytellhimtocallme"

"DonotworrymyloveIwilldothat.Areyou

good?Imeanlikereallygood?"

"IamtryingNkuli,Siyaoncebeatotherkidsat

schoolmonthsback.WiththefirstboyIgave

hismothermoneysincehewasadmittedinthe

hospital.Saziisthesecondboythathefixed

,hisshirtwasredtheysuspendedhim

immediately"

"Mhnmwhatdidyoudotohim?"



"Icouldn'tbeathimNkulithisboyis

manipulativelikehisbrainlessfather"

"Youneedtotakehimtoatherapist.Heneeds

therapy.Dumiusedtobeatyouinfrontofhim

right?(Gugunodded)hethinksthatviolencewill

solveproblems.Youneedtogethimhelpvery

fast"

"Ididn'tseeanyuseofdoingthatyaziNkuli,

nowthatyouhavesaidIwilllookintoit"our

foodcamewestarteddiggingin

"Idon'tbeatmyboystooGugumybody

languagedoesthedisciplining.Donotneglect

yoursongivehimtheattentionthatheneeds"



"Iwilldothat"

"YesterdayNkululekowascryingbecausehe

gotdumped.Itriednursinghimbuthisfather

tookoverhecamedownlaughing"weboth

laughed

"HowoldisNkululeko?"

"13,girlInearlygotaheartattack"

"IwoulddieifSiyawastotellmethathehasa

girlfriend"

"Howoldishe?"

"Heiseleven"



"Notbad,sinceDumiisbacksowhat's

happening?"

"Hesleepsinhisownroom.Thereissomething

abouthimNkulioncehetouchesmeIwantto

removemyclothesandridehim"

"Guguyoushouldstopthinkingwithyourpussy

anduseyourbrainplease"

"HhayibofriendheismyfirstandlastIguessI

needtotryotherdicks"shelaughed

"OnceuponatimeyouwereaChristiansis,so

youhavenevercheatedonDumilikeever

before"



"Ihaveneverevercheatedonhimheistheonly

guyIknow"shesippedherwine.Shehadnearly

finishedthewine.Welefttherestaurantaround

sevenNkuliwasanalcoholic,shewasstill

strongafterdrinkingthewholebottleofred.

WhenIgothomeIfoundDumiwaitingformein

thekitchen.

"GoodeveningDumi"

"SonowIambeingcalledbymyname"

"Kantiwhoareyou?OkgoodeveningChris

Brown"hechuckledbitterly.Iwalkedupthe

stairs.



AmonthpassedDumiandIwerebeingcivil

towardseachother.Iwasnowleftwithtwo

weekstogivebirth.Dumiwasbathingme,he

wasreallyusefulIhadnotrealisedthatI

neededhim.

Iwasn'tfeelinggood,Iwalkeddownthestairs

"Dumi!Dumi!"Hecamerushing

"MakaSiyawhat'shappening?"

"Iamnotfeelingwell"hecarriedmetothe

kitchen

"Letmetakethebags"hecamebackwithtwo



bags

Hetookthecarkeyswewalkedtothecarthe

painswerenotgettinganybetter.

HedroveveryafastandcalledMaKheswa

alongtheway.WefinallyreachedNetcarethe

nursescamerushingwithawheelchair.Iwas

takentothematernityward.Ichangedintotheir

gown

Thedoctorcame"howareyouMrsZwanemay

youpleaseopenyourlegswiderforme"Dumi

hadamurderouslook.Heinsertedhistwo

fingersinsideme

"Yourwaterdidn'tbreak"Inoddedthepainwas

unbearable.



Thedoctorbrokemywater,hehadaconcern

onhisface

"YouarefarfromgivingbirthMaZwane"

"Takethemoutdoctorplease"

"MrZwanecanweinduceher"

"Isitsafe?"

"Itissafeforthemotherandbabybutthenit

cancausemedicalcomplicationsforthemom

andababyaswellasinterferewithlabour.

Pitocinstimulatescontractionsitrequires

continuousfetalmonitoringwhichdecreasesa



mother'smobility.Iflabourprogressesslowly

heramnioticsaccanberupturedtoaccelerate

theprocessinthiscasewewillavoidtheuseof

Pitocinanduseepidural.(Checkingherfile)

sinceoneofthetwinneedstobemonitored"

"Docyouseeshe'scryingalotdosomething"

Thedoctorgotoutoftheroomandcameback

withthenurses.Theyinducedme.

TheyadministeredtwogelsafterthreehoursI

wastoldtopush.Dumiwaslookingatthe

othersideholdingmyhand.

"PushsisPush1,2,3...3,2,1"aloudscream

echoedintheroom.Isawtearsformingin

Dumi'seyes



"It'sagirl"

"Nursegoandcallthedoctor,sheislosingher

energyandherbloodpressureisincreasing"the

doctorcamerushing.Theytriedstabilisingme.

"MrsZwaneyouneedtopushplease".Ipushed

praying.Nkanyezihadtomakeit

Ifinallyfeltrelieved,Dumiwipedmysweat

"Thebabyisnotcrying"myvoicewascracking

"Wewillberightback"

[07/19,11:11] :THEUNKEPTWIFE

#43



IlookedatRosiwithmytearsfalling.Thelast

timeIwascalledbyhisschoolitwaswhenhis

legwasbroken.

"Ma'amwhat'swrong?"Shehuggedme

"ThelasttimeSiya'sschoolcalledmehewasin

thehospital"

"Whatdidtheysaynow?"

"TheysaidIshouldcometoschool.Whatif

somethinghappenedtohim..whatifmyson.."

shebrushedmyback

"ThinkaboutNkanyeziifyougetstressed



she/heisgoingtogetaffected"

"Yesyouareright(sighing)justgetmykeys

let'sgotogether"

Ihadtocalmmynerves,thelastthingthatI

wantedwastogetstressed.

Rosisatonthedriver'sseat.WedrovetoSiya's

school.

"Whydon'tyouhavealicenseRosi?"

"Iamtoooldforthatmadam"Ilaughed

"Iwillcontactthepersonwhotaughtmehowto

drive,youshouldlearnhowtodrivesoon.Just

incase,iflabourpainsdecidetostrikeme"she



laughed

"Iwilltrymadam"..

WereachedSiya'sschoolwithinthirtyminutes.

Wewenttothereception

"Gooddayhowareyou?"

"Wearegoodandyousis"

"GoodhowamIhelpyou?"

"IgotacallsayingIwasneededatschoolis

everythingalright?Ismysonok?"shefrowned

alittle



"Whatisyourson'sname?"

"SiyabongaZwane"

"Godownthepassage,thereisadooronyour

left.Youcanknockthere"

"Thankyousis"

WewalkedwithRosidrownedbythesilenceas

ourmindswerescreaming.Thoughtsandwhat

ifshadovercrowdedtheatmosphere.We

knockedtwice

"Comein"wewerewelcomedmyfacesfilled

withfury



"Goodafternoon"theynodded.

Anoldmanwearingglassescoughedalittle.

"Goodafternoon,youmaytakeyoursit.

BetweenthetwoofyouwhoisMrsZwane"

"Yiminawhat'shappeninghere?"myeyes

movedtoSiyawhohaddriedtearsonhis

cheeks

"Yesyoumightbewonderingwhywecalledyou

here(Gugunodded).Siyabongaisavery

notoriousboy.Hepunchedanotherboywho

endedupbeingtakenbytheambulance.The

motherwantsyoutopayforherson'sbills.He

wasbleedingalot"Rosiheldmyhand

"Whereisthemotheroftheboywhowas

beatenbytheNotoriousboy?"



"Themotherisinthehospital"

"PleasegivemeherphonenumberIwouldlike

totalktoher"

Hehandedmethepaper

"TellheryougotthenumbersfromMrDlamini"

"Thankyousir,whatisgoingtohappento

Siya?"

"Wewillgivehimawrittenwarning.Nexttime

whenhepullsfunnystuntshewillget

suspended.Thelady'snameisMissNgcobo"

"Thankyousir,Rosicomewithyourson"



ItookmyphoneandcalledMissNgcobo.She

gavemethedirectionstothehospitaltheywere

in.IdrovetoJohannesburghospitaltobe

honestIhatedthathospitaltheyhadpoor

services.Iwenttothefloortheywerein.Icalled

herandtoldherthatIwasoutside.Shecalled

metryingtospotme,oureyesmet.

Shewasabeautifulthicklightskinnedwoman.

Shewasveryangry

"MaNgcobohowareyou?"

"Clearlyyoudon'texpectmetorespondtoyour

question"

"YebobutIwouldliketogreatlyapologiseabout

myson'sbehaviour.Thisissounlikehim,may



wechangethehospitalheisin?Maybegoto

WilgeheusorNetcare"shesmiled

"Theyarealmostdone,heisnotextremelyhurt"

"MaNgcoboyouaremyhomegirl,mymomwas

aNgcobo"shewidenedhereyeswith

amusement

"Really..Hhayikehomegirlyourchildisvery

naughtyInearlyslappedhim"Ilaughed

"Youarethereasonmysonwascryinguh?"

"YeshecriedbeforeIdidanythingtohim"

"CanIgoandseehim?"



"Yeslet'sgo"Imarchedafterher

Hersonwassobeautiful,hewassleepingwith

hisheadbandaged.

"Heisveryhandsomewhereishisfather?"

"Aroundtheworld"webothlaughed

"MaNgcobocanIhaveyouraccountnumber"

"Donotworrysisallchildrenmakemistakes"

"Iinsistpleasedon'tdenyme"shewroteit

downforme

"Whocansaynotoyou?"Ilaughed

"Areyoudrunksis?"shelaughed



"Notnow,butI'mplanningtolater"

Shewalkedmeoutofthehospital.

Idrovehomecloudedbythoughts.Myson

wasn'thisfather'sreplicate.Hewassupposed

tobedifferent.ThelastthingIwantedwasfor

himtobeatotherkidsletalonedisrespect

teachers.

WhenIgothomeIfoundSiyawatchingTV.He

lookedscared

"SiyabongaZwane"

"MamaIamsorry"hestartedcrying



"Whyareyoucrying?UhdidIbeatyou

Siyabonga?Whyutetema?Uzokhalanjalo"

"Nomommy"

"Wipethosetearsandgoupstairsandgetmy

Bible"herushedupstairsandcamebackwith

myBible

"ReadProverbs13v24"heflippedthepages

"Hethatsparestherodhateshisson,buthe

thatlovethhimchastenetyhimbetimes"

"ReadProverbs23v13-14"

"Withholdnotcorrectionfromthechild,forthou

beatesthimwithrodheshallnotdie.Thoushalt



beathimwithrodandshaltdeliverhissoul

fromhell"

"EventheBiblesaysweshoulddisciplineyou.

Tellmewhattodo?"

"TheBiblesaysweshouldforgive77*77aday

mama"

"StopitSiyawhydidyoubeatthatboy"hejust

shruggedhisshoulders

"Wewereplaying"

"IloveyouSiyayouarenotnaughtynora

notoriousboy.Youaregoingtobesuccessful,

youaregoingtobeaPastor.Youarenota



humanbeater"

Hewipedhistears

"Iloveyoumama"

"Iloveyoumoreson"

ThefollowingmorningRosipreparedhimfor

school.Theschooltransportpickedhimupon

time.IcalledGeneralandaskedhimtoteach

Rosihowtodrive.Hepassedbymyhousein

theafternoon.HebroughtRosistudymaterials

thepastquestionpapersandK53book.

"Rosiyoubetterpass"

"MadamIwilltrytocrambutyouknowthatthe



braintoughenswithage"Ilaughedsippingmy

juice

"Excuses,Excusesnjemadam"

"Iamserious"webothlaughed.

ShecookedustheMozambicancurry,Rosiwas

goodatcooking.Siyawasinafoulmood.

TwomonthspassedIwasfollowingmydiet

perfectly.Nothingmademehappythanfeeling

mychipmunksmove.DumiwasstillinDurban.I

hadpeaceinmylife,Senzowasbannedfrom

myhousebutheoftencalledtocheckuponme.

Myalarmwokemeupateleven.Idraggedmy



feetgoingtothetoilet.Irelaxedinwarmwater.

Itwasarainyseason,Iwasplanningtowear

mypyjamasthewholeday.

Rosifinallygotherlicenceafterfailingsixtimes.

ShewantedtoquitIkeptonpushingherto

workharder.Whenshegotherlicencewewent

toflamingowithherkidstocelebrate.Siya

madeheracard.

MyphonerangitwasMrDlaminihewantedme

tocometoschool.

"Siyawhathaveyoudonemyson(crying)you

can'tbelikeDumiIrefuse.Icommandfreedom

fromthebondagesofgenerationalabusivemen.

Idon'twantyoutogrowupbeingabusive.God

myfatherpleaseliberatemysonpleasefree

him.AmenandAmenGodIreceive"After

praying.



Itookmyblackcoatandleggingsandwore

them.Ilookedformyblackheels.Iwipedthe

dustoffthem.Irushedgoingdownstairs

"RosiIwillberightback.Pleasecookme

somethingheartwarming"

Shelaughedrollinghereyes

"Ialwayscookheartwarmingfood"

"MhnmIsee"

IgotinsideDumi'sblackRandRover.Iwas

drivingslowly.ThelastthingthatIwantedwas

togetintoanaccident.

Ifinallyreachedtheschool.



ItwasthesecondtimebeingcalledatSiya's

schoolforhismisbehavingstunts.Ihurried

goingtotheofficetherainwasnothaving

mercyonmeandIhadforgottenmyumbrella.I

nearlytrippedsincethegroundwasvery

slippery.

WhenIgotinsidetheofficemyeyesscanned

theroom

Histeacherwastheredumbfoundedhelooked

atmesmiling

"GoodafternoonMrsZwane"

"AfternoonMrDlomo"myeyesmovedtomy

son.Hisshirtwasscarletred,hehaddoneit

again



"Hehasdoneitagain,thistimeheisgetting

suspendedfortwoweeks"

"ButMrDlomowhatdidtheprincipalsay?"He

huffedinfrustration

"Heistired,Ihopehewillcomebackwitha

differentbehaviour"

"Twoweeksistoolong,didyoulistentothe

sideofhisstorybeforemakinghasty

decisions."

"MrsZwaneyoursonisatroublesomeboythe

truthiswearetiredofhim"

"Iamnotdisputingyoursocalledfactsthat



don'thavemotivations.Myquestionisdidyou

listentobothsidesofthestory"

"Therewasnoneedforthat.Yourboyhasa

recordformisbehavingifhediditoncehewill

doitagain"Iraisedmyvoice

"Ain'tyouaparentDlamini?Soallyourkidsare

perfectuh?Iwilltakemysonandgohomewith

him.Hopefullywhenhecomesbackyouwon't

bejobless"

"MrsZwane.."Iraisedmyhand

"Idon'twanttohearanythingcomingfromyour

mouth.Wearedonewithyou.Siyatakeyour

bagwearegoing"myheelsweremaking

soundsaswewerewalkinginthatpassage.I



wascarryingmyson'sbagwhowasrunning

aftermelikealostgoat.Hisheadwasfacing

down,hehaddisappointedme.

Noneofthemknewwhatwashappeningtomy

son,hiswoundswerewaybeyondturmoil.His

fatherhadruinedhischildhood.Iopenedthe

doorforhimhehoppedin

"MamaI'msorry"Iblinkedmytearsawaythe

lastthingIwantedwastobreakdowninfront

ofhim.

"Youarethesonofaking,youareordainedto

bethebest.Godknewyoubeforeyouwere

formedinmywomb,whoareyou?"

"Iamaprince"



"Behavelikeone"

"Iwillmom,Iwasangrynoonemesseswith

youandbeleftunharmed.Sizasaidsibumbu

sikanyoko(yourmother'spussy)thenIdealt

withhim.IpromiseIwillneverfightagain"

"Donotfightagainmylove..Goddoesn'tlike

peoplewhohurtotherpeople"

"Yesmommymyhandswon'thurtanyone.They

aregoingtobeforcleaningforyou"Ilaughed

"Youcleaninggetawayfromhere".

Whenwegothomeherushedupstairsand



changed.

Rosihadcookedmyfavouritefood,IateuntilI

askedformore.

DumicamebackwhenIwassevenmonths.He

lookedhandsome.Thethoughtofnotbeing

touchedforsixmonthswasmakingmetobein

need.

"GoodmorningMaNdaba"hewasusingthe

otherroom

"HiDumi"hecarriedmetothebathroomIjust

giggled

"Ican'tbelievethatIfuckedtwinsinsideyou"



"Dumistopbeingcrazy"hebathedmeand

carriedmetoourbedroom,Helookedformy

hugepants,Iworethemwithoutanyunderwear

beneathIwaslazytowearit.Iwasgetting

spoiled.

Hepreparedbreakfastforme

"Howmanyslicesdoyouwant?"

"Ieateight"hestifledalaugh

"What'sfunnyDumi?"

"NothingMaNdabaIwascoughing"

"IsstupidwrittenonmyforeheadDumi?(Dumi

shookhishead)whyareyoulaughing?"



"Ithoughtthatyouwereeating10slicesbaby

soIwaslaughingatmystupidass"

"BringtenslicesIdofinishthem"Iwascraving

achocolatecake.

Hecamewithmybreakfastwhichlooked

mouthwatering

"Thislooksscrumptious"

"Justliketheonewhomadeit"

"Dumipleasestop"

"Iamsosorry"



"Rosigotalicense,shewantedtoquitIpushed

hertoworkhard"

"Youdidwellbaby,sodoyouwantustogether

acar"

"Yeswecandothat,asmallportablecar"he

smiled

"Thatwouldworkplusthebusinessisdoing

well.Iamgoingtothemallwhatdoyouwant?"

"Twochocolatecakes.Yoghurtsstrawberry

flavour,saltandvinegarlays.Nutsandraisins"

hekeptonnodding

"AreyougoingtoremembereverythingDumi?"



"Yesmylove"hekissedmyforeheadandleft.

Hecamebackafteranhourcarryingmore,Siya

wasinsoccerpracticehehadgonewithRosi.

"Bringthecakethisside"

"ShouldIbringaknifetoo?"

"Nohoneybringaspoon"

IatemyWoolworthscakewhichwasdripping

withchocolatesauce.Hecameandsatnextto

me,helickedthesaucethatwasonmycheek.

Hisscentsentmetocloudnine.Hesmashed

hislipsonmine.Imissedhimalot..goose



bumpsformedonmydelicateskin

"IloveyouGugu"

"Mhmm"
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Pain..numbness.Itfeltasifalltheseevents

thatweretakingplacewereadream.Iwanted

thepaintogo.

"DonotactstrongkaNdababreakdown,weare

hereforyou.Letuscarryyourburdensforyou"

Busiwascryingnexttome



"Gugudoyouknowwhoyouare?Doyouknow

whatGodhascalledyoufor?Joblosthis

livestockandhelosthischildren"

"ReallyZinziareyoukiddingme?(Screaming)

youwanttocomewithJobscripturewhileIam

mourningformyson.Areyouserious?Areyou

seriouslykiddingme?Uhwhydon'tyoukeep

quietifyouhavenothingtosay.Leavemealone,

haveyoueverlostababy?Uhhaveyouever

beenbeatenbyyourhusbandwhenyouare

pregnant?Haveyoueverbeencheatedonand

gottenbewitchedbyyourhusband'swhores?

Allyouknowishappinessthatisoverflowing.

Youknownothingaboutpain.Yourhusband

lovesyou,hecaresforyou..Don'ttellme.."Busi

slappedme

"ShutupGuguyouwillnotopenyourmouthfull



ofdiarrhoea.Wearetryingtohelpyouhere,but

youarepushingusaway."Zinziwasthere

crying

"Sinceallofyouaredoingmeafavourhitthe

road...leaveandnevercomebacktoseeme.

Go!!!Now"Iwentandopenedthegateforthem

"Guguwewillleave,wewillnevercomeback.

Zinzistopcryingfornothing.Wipethose

crocodiletears.Youcan'tbebulliedbythis

younggirlbecausesheisrichandwearepoor"

Busitookthebags.MyheartbrokeIdidn'twant

themtogo

"ZinziIamsorry"shenoddedandtheyleft.The

samewayIhadpushedawayThandowasthe

samewayIpushedthem.



"OhmyGod,thisisbad"Iwalkedinsidethe

houseMaKheswahuggedme

"Thistooshallpassmydaughter"

"Ihopeso"

"Liguguisinmyroomgoandcheckherout"

"Iamtired.Letmegetsomesleep"

"Youneedtoeat"Ilied

"IdideatwithBusi.Theyaregonebytheway

mama"



"Whydidtheyleaveearly?"

"Ididn'tmeantobullythembutmymouth

disobeyedthem"

"Guguyoudon'tpushawaypeoplewholoveyou

whenyouareinpain.Donotletthispain

destroyyou"

"Ihearyouma"

Iwenttoourbedroomandgotmysleepingpills.

Hiseyesaresosmall,hisfeetsotiny.Helooks

sohandsome.Heismystrength.Heismy

everything.Icanseehissmile.Henolonger



hasatooth.Ihavetoputacoinunderneathhis

pillow.Icanseehimrunningtowardsa

shapelessareathathasnoendI'mrunning

afterhimhehastostop.Hehastostop...nohe

isrunningfaster.IamtryingtocatchupbutI

can't.Iamnowpanting

"Nkanyezi!StopNkanyezidon'tleave"asob

escapedfrommymouth

"GugubabyGugu.IamsosorryohGodyou

finallyopenedyoureyes"

"DumiIsawhim,hewasrunningaway.Heleft

helefthismamaalone.Icouldn'tgettohim"he

huggedmewewerebothcrying

"It'sallmyfaultGugu..it'sallmyfaultohgod"I



justcried.Thepainhaddissolvedme.

"Yousleptformorethan15hours"

"IneedtosleepmoreIamtired"

"YouneedtoeatGugu"

"IamnothungryDumi,pleaseclosethedooron

yourwayout"

"Areyouchasingmeout?"

"Idon'tknowwhatdoesitlooklike"hestoodup

andleft.Icouldseehischeekbonesappearing

wewereslowlyfading.



MyphonerangitwasZinziIdroppedit.Ididn't

wantthemtocomfortme.

Therewasaknock

"Comein"

"Gugucomeandeat"

"IamgoodMa"

"YouneedtofeedLigugu"Istoodupandtook

mybagandstartedpacking

"Guguwhatareyoudoing?"



"IampackingMa,Iamleavingtodayactually

nowatthismoment"

"HhayiboMakotiwhat'shappening?"

"Youdon'tcareaboutmeeverythingisabout

Ligugu.NooneseemstotalkaboutNkanyezi

notevenoneofyou.Youarebreakingmyheart.

ThatmeansIwastheonlyonewholovedmy

son.Iamleaving"shewentoutDumicame

fuming

"Guguwhereareyougoing?"

"Iamgoingaway"helockedthedoor



"Dumiwhatareyoudoing?"

"YouarenotgoinganywhereMaNdaba.Doyou

understandme?"

"Mhnm"

"Gugu"

"Mhnm"

"Unpackyourclothesandgotothebathroom"I

didasIwastold.Ihadnoenergytofightthis

bigheadedman

Iwenttothebathroomandbathed.Hecame

withcoarsesalt



Ipouredwarmwaterinsidethetubandsatonit.

ItwasgoingtohelpmystitchestohealIhated

itverymuch

"Thisissoitchy"helookedatmelaughing

"Howitchyisit?"IrolledmyeyesIknewwhat

hewasthinkingabout

"Veryitchy"

"Thenicetypeofitchy"helickedhislowerlip

"I'mdonewithyou,Ijustcan'tdealwithyour

craziness"hesmiled.

Ichangedintoalongblackdress.Dumimade



foodforme,mystomachcringedwhenItook

myfirstbite.

"BetterfinishthatfoodGugu"

"ZwaneIthinkIshouldsticktoliquidsmy

stomachisnowpainful"herolledhiseyes

goingtothefridge.

"Takethisanddrinkit"hehandedmeMaheu.

AfterdrinkingthemIfeltbetter.Thereweretins

ofmilkIjustlookedatthem.Iheardherear

piercingscream.MaKheswacameoutofher

roomcalmingherdown.DumilookedatmeI

justlookedaway.

IthadbeenaweeksinceIcametoDurban.We

didallthecleansingceremony.



"GuguweneedtodoaceremonyforLigugu"

"WhyareyoutellingmethatDumi?"

"Youarehermother"

"ThesamethingyoudidforSiyashouldbethe

samethingthatyoushoulddoforher"

"WhatdoyoumeanGugu?"

"IfIwasreallygoodwithSetswanaIwasgoing

tosayitinSetswana"

"Youneedtobeattendherceremony"



"IwasnotthereinSiya'sceremony"

"GugukhuzekaIamwarningyou.Younever

listendoyou?"

"WhatareyougoingtodoDumi?uh

uzongishayaungibulalethesamewayyoukilled

Nkanyezi?Uh..killmethen"

MaKheswaopenedthedoor

"GugudonotraiseyourvoiceLiguguis

sleeping"

"MaDumidoesn'tunderstandme.Hedoesnt

understandmeIreallydon'tknowwhatis



wrongwithhim"

"Youshouldn'ttalktoeachotherinthatway"

MaKheswalookedatus.

"MaIamleavingtoday"

"OuhareyoutakingLiguguwithyou?"I

chuckledabit

"NoDumisaidhewillcomewithher.Ihave

alreadybookedaflight"hereyesmovedto

Dumi

"SeriousDumi"

"Yeama" ..MycabparkedoutsideItookmy



bagsandleft.Hersmallcrieshauntedme.I

wantedtoholdherbutIcouldn't.Iwasfailingto

loveherthewayshewassupposedtobeloved.

Igothomearound4,Rosiwaswaitingformeat

theairport

"Ma'amhowareyou?"

"Iamsurvivingandyou?"

"Iamsorryaboutthepassingawayof

Nkanyezi"Isighed

"Uhmletthedeadrest"

"Siyamissedyou"



"OhkonjeIhaveason.Ihadforgottenabout

him"shelaughedlightly

"AreyouseriousMa'am?"

"Deadserious"

"Youlostweight"

"Isitthatbad?"

"IfIdidn'tknowbetterIwasgoingtosayyou

aresick"shelaughedIfrowned

"IcouldbesickveleIneedtogettested"



"IamjokingMa'am"

"IknowRosibutknowingDumianythingcan

happen"

"WhereisLigugu?"

"Home"shelookedatme,Ilookedaway.That

wasasignofcuttingtheconversation

ItookmyphoneandlookedatNkanyezi's

photos.Noonehadseenmetakinghim

pictures.

WhenwegothomeSiyarantowardsme

carryingapieceofcake

"Welcomebackhomemama"Ihuggedhim



"Heymyboy"

"Ain'tyouhappythatyouareback?"

"Iamhappy"hesmiledandtookmybag

"IamagentlemanIwillcarryyourbag"he

carriedthebagandwentupstairs.

WhenIgottomybedroomItookDrKhumalos

numberandbookedanappointmentforthe

followingday.

Siyawasgoingtoschoolthenextday,Ileftwith

himinthemorning.

Idroppedhimatschoolandwentformy

session.Thereceptionistgreetedmewiththe



fakestsmileever

"HowareyouMa'am?"

"trysmilinglessyoumightlookmorebeautiful"

shelaughedshyly

"OkMa'am"

"Fakesmilesareeasytospot"shelookeddown

"Youaretellingthetruth"

"Iamhereformy8O'clockappointment"

"YoumaytakeyourseatMa'am"

"Thankyou"



Theycalledmein.

DrKhumalowaslookingbeautifulasalways

"MrsZwane"

"HeyDochowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyou?"

Ijustshrugged..shetookmyfileandchecked

itout.

"MrsZwanewhat'shappening?"



"Iamnotcoping"

"Okmydearwhatiswrong?"Iwipedmytears

"Iwaspregnantwithtwinstheotheronedied.I

haven'tbeenabletolovetheonethatsurvived.

Iresenther"shejotteditdown

"Whydoyouhateher?"

"Shewasselfish,whydidn'tshetryandsaveher

brother"

"Soyouaresayingthatit'sherfaultthatyour

otherbabydied"

"YeshisnameisNkanyezi"



"Whodoyoublamethemost?'

"Myhusband,hadhenotchokedmemyson

couldhavebeenalive"

SHejottedeverythingdown

"Doyouseeyourselfasaninnocentperson"

"No"

"Haditbeenthegirlchildwhodiedwereyou

goingtofeelthisway"

"Ireallydon'tknow"

"Wewillcontinuetomorrow"



"AmIgoingtogetthedepressionmedication?"

"NoyouarebreastfeedingsoIcan'tprescribe

themforyou"
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Iwalkedoutofmysessionandwentshopping.

WhenIwasdonewithshoppingIwenttopick

Siyaup.

"Mommyhowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyoumyboy?"



"IamgoodIamjusttired"

"Sorrymyboy.Howwasschool?"

"ItwasgreatfromtomorrowIwillbeattending

extralessons"

"ThusbeautifulSiya"

"Iloveyoumama"

"Iloveyoumoreson"myheartleapedforjoy

WhenwegothomeIpreparedlunchforus.Rosi

appearedfromthepassagehereyeswere

reddish



"Ma'amanemergencyoccuredIneedtogo

backtoMozambique"

"WhathappenedRosi?"ShebrokedownI

squattednexttoherandbrushedherback

"Mymothercalledsayingthatfatherhas

passedaway.Ishouldcomebackhome"

"Iamsosorrylove,youwanttotakealeavefor

howlong?"

"Iamnolongercomingback(crying)Iwill

foreverbegratefulforyourlove"

"Rosiwhyareyouleavingforever?Howwillwe



moveonwithoutyou?"

"Itwasmydyingfather'swish.Hewantsmein

hishouse"Ihuggedher

"Oksispleasedon'tforgetus"

Ididn'tknowifIwasbeingselfishfornot

wantinghertoleave.Icookeddumplingsand

beefstewfordinner.SiyacriedwhenRositold

himshewasleaving

"AuntyRosiareyouleavingwithArmando?"

Rosinodded

"Iamleavingwitheveryonemyboy.Wewillcall

youalwaysandyoucanalwaysvisitus"they



huggedeachother.

"Let'sholdourhandstogetherwewillpray..

fatherLordwecometoyouasweare.Heal

Rosiandherfamily.GuideherohGod.

Vindicateherheartletherseekyoumoreand

more.Protectthemontheirjourney.Amenwe

thankyouGod".

IgaveRosisomemoney.Shetooksomeofthe

propertythatwasnotusefultome.Wewaved

goodbyeshewascryingsowewere.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupearlier.I

preparedSiyaforschool

"Zwanewakeupandbath"



"I'msick"

"Whatiswrongmyboy?"

"Mystomach"hestartedcoughingweboth

laughedhewasabadliar

"Youbetterhurryuporwewillgetstuckin

traffic"

"Okmom(coughing)don'tblamemeifmy

teacherscallyou"hestoodupclearlypissed.I

stifledalaugh..

HebathedfastIfixedhisshirtandshoes.

"Yourlunchboxisalreadyinyourbag"



"HowmuchareyougivingmeMommy?"

"Tworand"

"Uhtworandimaliencanekanje"

"Yesyoubetterbegrateful.Let'sgostoptalking

toomuch"

ItooktheRoverkeys.Thetrafficwastoomuch

hekeptoncheckingthetime

IopenedtheH-trayandgavehimtenbuckshe

smiled

"It'sonlyfortoday"hefrownedhiseyebrows

madeafunnymove



"Mom..whenarewevisitingSamiImissher"

"Iwillaskhermothertobringherhere"deep

downIknewthatIwasn'tgoingtodothat

Idroppedhimathisschoolgate.Ikissedhis

foreheadandlefthim.Idrovetomytherapist.

Thereceptionistsmiledatleastitwasbetter

thanthefakeoneIgotlasttime

"GoodmorningMa'am"

"Heymydearisshewaitingforme?"

"YesMa'amsheisalreadywaitingforyou"I

walkedpastherandwentinsidetheroom



"GoodmorningMrsZwanehowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouDoctor"

"GoodMrsZwane..areyoureadyfortoday's

session?"

"YesIam"shetookoutmyfile

"Howoftendidyougotothedoctorforcheck

ups"

"Almosteveryweek..Nkanyeziwasatrisk..his

conditionwascriticalaccordingtothedoctor"



"Wasthisaplannedpregnancy?"

"Noitwasn't..Iwasn'texpectingtoget

pregnant"

"Whatcametoyourmindwhenyoufoundout

thatyouwerepregnant?"

"Iwantedtodoanabortionbutthenseeing

themonthescreenmademestop"shewas

noddingjottingdowneverything

"Mhmm..howoftendidyougoforcheckups?"

"Onceaweek"

"Whatisthemainquestionyouoftenaskedthe



doctor?"

"IoftenaskedhimifNkanyeziwasok"

"DidyoueveraskaboutLigugu?"

"NoIneveraskedabouther"tearscameout

frommyeyes.Shehandedmeafacialtissue

"YoulovedNkanyezimorethanher?"

"Idon'tknowmaybeNkanyezi'sconditionmade

meneglecther."

"DoyoublameNkanyezifornotgivingLigugu

attention?"



"NoIblamemyself..OhGodit'sallmyfault"

"Doyouloveher?"

"Alot..sheismydaughter"

"Whereisshe?"

"IleftherinDurbanwithherfather"shenodded

writingeverythingdown

"Isn'tshestillyoungtobeseparatedfromher

mother?"

"SheisIwillfixmymistakesIlovemydaughter"



"Wearedonefortoday..."

"ThankyouDoctor"

Ipassedbythemallandshopped.Afteralong

dayofshoppingIwenttoSpurforlunch.

Siyawasgoingtoknockoffatfour.Hisscent

wasstillthesame.Icouldfeelhimbehindme.I

turnedaroundandfacedhim.Helookedclean

andshaven.Hismusclesperfectedtheshape

ofhissuit.Hisnosewasstilllongandhisoval

facewasreallyperfect.

"Mlu"

"Ndaba"Icoughedalittle



"Howareyou?"

"Howareyou?"

"Mlu"

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Hhayiboyoucametomytablesowhatdoyou

want?"

"Guguyouknowhowtouseaperson.Youtook

myheartandsquashedit.Youleftmehanging.

DoyouknowhowmanytimesIsleptwithtears

cryinghopingthatyouwillcomeandtellme

thateverythingwasajoke"



"IdidnothingtoyourheartMlu.Iammarried

womanweneverhadanythingbetweenus"

"Soyouneverlovedme?"

"WhatisloveMlu?"Askinnyladyapproached

us.Shelookedlikeabarbiedollwithtoomuch

makeupasifshehaddippedherfaceinside

thesand

"Hi..Iamdonehoney"Ismiled

"Hi"

"GowaitformeinthecarCarly"

"Won'tyouintroduceustoeachother?"Iliterally



rolledmyeyesnywenyweargh

"NogotothecarCarly"shemadefunnysounds

thisbitchwasbeingdramatic

"HeyMlutakeyourhumptydumptyandleave

mytable.Myfoodwillgetcold"

"Gugu"

"Hhayimangetlostleavemealone..hitthe

road"soMluhadfinallymovedwoowsillyman.

AftereatingIorderedatakeawayforSiya.The

trafficwasreallybad.Ikeptoncheckingthe

time.Iwaslatebytenminutes



"Gooddaymyboy"

"Heymomyouarelateasalways"Irolledmy

eyes

"HhayiboitismyfirsttimeSiyaactuallymy

secondtime"helaughedwithhiseyesmaking

funnymoves

"Mhmm"

"Howwasyourday?Didyoulistentoyour

teachers?"

Hehuffed

"OfcoursemommyIalwayslistentomy



teachers"

"Thatisagoodthingyouhavetopass"

"Okmamakhe"Ilaughed

"HeywenaSiyaIamnotyourwifeIwillsmack

you"

"Iamsorrymamakhe"

"Zwaneyouwillcry"webothlaughed

"OhLordmyGodhowexcellentisyourname.In

alltheearthhowexcellentisyourname.WhenI

considertheheavens,theworkofyourfingers

themoonandthestarsyouhaveordained.



Whatcouldbeamanthatyouaremindfulof"

hehadhiseyesclosedworshipping.Myson

hadabeautifulvoice.Thewayhewas

concentratingwassurprising.Thesightofhim

doingthatwasmakingmeemotional

"Youknowhowtosingmyboywoow"

"AuntyRosisaidyouusedtosingatchurch

mommy"

"Yesweshouldmakeameanteamandworship

together"

"Yesmamakhe"

"WewillprayforGodtogiveusstrength"



Wefinallyreachedhome.Ioffloadedthebags

"Siyacomewiththeremainingbags"

"YesMa'am"

Ipackedthegroceryinthecupboards.Imissed

RosireallybadIwonderedifshewassafe..or

not.

IthadbeentwoweekssinceleftDurban.Iwas

alreadydonewithmysessions.ImissedDumi

Alot.Itookmyphoneanddialedhimafterafew

ringsheansweredIcouldhearanearpiercing

cryonthebackgroundmyheartbroke

"Zwane"



"MaNdaba"goosebumpseruptedonmyskin.

Hisvoicesentchillstomyspine

"Howareyoubabakhe?"

"Iamgoodandyoumamakhe"afewsobs

escapedfrommymouth

"Imissyou"Icried

"Don'tcrymyloveImissyoutoobaby"

"How'sLigugudoing?"

"She'sperfectyoushouldseehernowsheisso



big.SheeatsAlotmomsayssheisgoingtobe

fat.PlusshecriesalotheyIcan'tsleep"

"Reallyitseemslikesheiskeepingyoubusy..

baby"

"Iwillsendyouherpicturesnow"

"MyloveIamsorry"

"NoIamtheonewhoissorryMaNdaba.Howis

Siya?"

"HeisgoodZwanehesings.Hehasabeautiful

voice"hegiggled

"HeisaZwaneamasterofalltraits"



"Goodnight"

"Wewillbehomebeforeyouknowit"

IwaswokenupbySiyahewasshouting

"Heywenambuziyoumakingnoise"

"Meehmeehmeeh"thestupidboywas

imitatingthegoat

"Siyaareyoudrunk?"

"Wearfastmamalet'sgodownstairs"Igotoff

thebedandtookmygownandwentdownstairs.



WhenIgotdownstairsIfoundMaKheswa

sittingdowncarryingLiguguIcriedrushingto

her

"Mamahowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouMaNdaba?"shelaidLigugu

onthecouch.Iplacedmyheadonherlapher

wrinkledfingersbrushedmyhair

"Iamsorrymama"Dumiwalkedinhehadlost

weight

IstooduphiseyeslightenedupIwenttohim

hesmashedhislipsonmine
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Dumiwasinbetweenmylegs.Helookedatme

smirking

"MorningMaNdaba"IjustmoanedohGodI

wantedustostaylikethiswithDumi.Withhim

happinesswasnotguaranteed.

"Zwanestop"hiseyesmovedtomine.Ifeltmy

heartbeatingfast.Ilovedthisman.Mylovefor

himwasblindingallhiswrongs.

"Thankyouformyfather'sdaypresent.Boneof

mybones.Fleshofmyflesh"Irolledmyeyes

laughing.

"WhotaughtyouthatDumi?"



"IamromanticGugu..youjustundermine"

"IhearyouMrRomantic"Iheldhismanhood

brushingit.Hewidenedhiseyes

"IwilltearyouapartGugu"

"Mhnmwhatareyougoingtodo?"

"Iwilltearyouapart"Iwrappedmylegsaround

hiswaist.Hemovedveryfastinsideme.Itwas

veryfastandhard.Ifeltmymusclesgetting

cramps.

"WakeupmakaSiya"Icried

"MybodyissoreDumiyouarecrazy"hegiggled



revealinghisperfectdimples

Hecarriedmetothebathroom.Isoakedmy

bodyinsidethewarmwater.

AfterbathingIdecidedtowearsomething

simple.

"SawubonaMaNdaba"Busigreetedmeina

squeakyvoiceIknewherthinkingasillysister

shewas

"HeyKaNdabahowareyou?"Shesippedher

coffee

"Batteredjustlikeyou"Ilaughed

"YouarecrazyBusi"sheeyedmelaughing

"Lookatyou..youcanhardlywalk.Ihopeyou



didn'tmakeababy"

"ThatremindsmeofsomethingIwillberight

back"Iwentupstairs,andopenedthewardrobe

takingoutmypillsanddrankthem.Imadea

mentalnotethatIwasgoingtogoforan

injectionthelastthingthatIwantedwastoget

pregnant.IwentbacktoBusi.Liguguwas

peacefullysleeping.

"Didn'tshestressyou?"

"NoIkeptonfeedingherandpinching"I

laughed

"BusiIwillkillyouwithmybarehands.Iamnot

planningtolaymyhandsonthispreciousgem

ofmine.IwillraiseherthewayMaweraised



me"

"ImisshersomuchKaNdabalifewithouther

hurts.IamtryingtobestrongbutIcan't"

"Samehereshewasagoodwoman.Gonebut

neverforgottenshewillalwaysbeourheroine"

"OfcoursemydearanywayZinziishostinga

surprisepartyforherhusband.Shetriedcalling

youyesterday(giggling)butyourphonewas

off"

"IwillcallherBusi(laughing)IgiveuponyouI

swear"

DumidroveinBusihadborrowedhimhercar



"YooSisBusiyourcarisamachineIwaseven

spinningpeoplehadtheireyesonme"Busi

laughed

"DumiyouwillbuymytyresIamnotjoking"

"Guguwillbuythem"Dumisaiditinhiscrocked

voice

"Removemeoutofthatequationsolveit

withoutmeezababiniazingenwa''Ilaughed

goingtothekitchen.IcookedPapandBeef.

Busispentthewholedaywithus.

FIVEMONTHSLATER....



SebentilewasabeautifulgirlfromSwaziland.

Shehadanicebodyandshewaslightskinned.

SheoftencametoourhousebecauseDumi

transportedsomeoftheirclothesandproperty

toSwaziland.Shewasmorelikemylittlesister.

IwentdowncarryingthetalkativeLigugu.I

swearmybabywastroublesome

"Sebentileyouarealreadyhere?"

"YessishowisMbaliyezwe?"

"Sheisgoodbutshecan'tstopblubbering

nonsense"shesmiledtakingher

"She'sbeautifulsis"



"Thankyoulove..youarealsobeautiful.How

oldareyou?"

"Ijustturned21lastweek"

"ThisissobeautifulmaDludlu,thefactthatyou

reached21withoutgettingpregnantisamazing.

Workhadandbeanindependentwoman.

AnywayHowisyourfatherdoing?"

"Heisgood"Dumicamedownstairswearing

nothingontop.Sebentilelookedathimina

seductiveway.MaybeIwasjustoverthinking

everything.ThelookhegaveDumididn'tsit

wellwithme

"Sebentile"shequicklylookedatme



"Ma"

"GivemeMbaliyezweIwanttobathher"she

kissedherandgavehertome

Inthekitchen....

DumiwenttoswitchonthekettleSebentile

followedhim

"YoulooksexyBab'Zwane"

"Sebentilewhatdoyouwantfromme,leaveme

alone"

"IwantyouDumiandIwillgetyou..Iknowthat

youlovemetoo.IpromiseIwon'ttell



makaMbali"

"Hhabengiyalingwala(I'mgettingtempted

here)"

"Youdon'texpectmetogetoveryouDumi,you

tookmyvirginityforChrist'ssake"

"It'sallyourfaultSebentileyouusedyour

manipulativeskillsonme"

"IwillseeyouintheafternoonBab'Zwaneinour

spot.Imissyourdickmovinginsideme"

"SebentileIamwarningyou"Sebentilepouted

"Ssh"shespankedDumi'sass.Whenshesaw



Gugushestartled

"AreyouokMaDludlu?"

"YeboSisngikahle"myeyeswenttoDumihe

waspanicking.Thesepeopleweresurely

sleepingtogether.Ikeptmythoughtstomyself.

Sebentile'sinnocencewasverycreepy.

"SismayBhutiaccompanymehome?"

"Didyoueatmylove?DidDumimakeyou

coffee?"

"YesIdidsis"therewerenotdirtydishesinthe

sink



"DumiaccompanyMaDludluhome"

"MaNdabagowithher..Ineedtofixmyfiles

andbalancetheaccounts"

Iwentandkissedhim

"Okmylove"ItookLigugu'sbagandthrewit

insidethecar.

.

"Don'tputheronthebabyseatIwillcarryher

sis"

"SheisheavyMaDludlu,areyousureyoudon't

wantmetoputheronherseat"

"NosisIdon'tmind"



"Okyoucangoandsitattheback."Idroveher

toherfather'shouse

"Isyourfatheraround?"

"NoheisinSwaziland"

"Okbyedarling"shesmiledrevealingherfake

smile.

Dumiforeverwalkedwithhisphonesinhis

pocketitwasnowhisnewhabit

AfteraweekIgotholdofhismessageswith

Sebentiletheywereinarelationship.Dumiwas

cheatingonme.Itookmyphoneandcalled



Vumani.Itrangtwicethenheimmediately

answered

"Bhutihowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouMaNdaba?"

"IamnotgoodBhuti..Dumiischeatingonme

withagirlwho'stenyearsyoungerthanme"

"IamtiredofDumi..doyouknowwherethegirl

stays"

"YesIdo"

"IwillcallSindisowewillgotoherhouse

tonight,whodoesshestaywith?"



"Withherfather"

"Okwewillseeyoutonight"hesighedbefore

hangingup

Idroppedthecallandwenttomybedroom.

Liguguwaspeacefullysleepingnexttome.Siya

wasatZinzi'shouse

Dumigothomearound4

"MaNdabakantiwhat'swrongwithyou?"

"KeepyourvoicelowLiguguissleepingIwant

tosleeptoo"Iclosedmyeyeswithmyheart

beatingfast



"Guguwhydoyoulikeembarrassingmelike

this?WillIeverfindpeaceinthislifetime"

"Dumiwhathappenedtoyou?Youaresonew

tome.ImisstheoldDumiwhoImetfourteen

yearsagobecausetheoneIstaywithisarich

arrogantcheater,anarcissisticman.Imissthe

DumiwhostayedinSnakepark.Allowmeto

savemyshoutingforlater"heleftthebedroom

angryhebangedthedoorcausingLiguguto

startle.Ididn'tcare.Dumiwasfreakencrazy.

Aroundsixthefamilycame.MakaZuzistayed

behindwithLigugu.

"DumiforhowlongshallyouabuseMaNdaba?"

Vumaniaskedwithalowvoice



Sindisopartlyrolledhiseyes

"HonestlyspeakingVumaniIfeellikeMaNdaba

deservesbetterbecauseDumidoesn'tdeserve

her"Dumilookedatmeclenchinghisjawshe

wassurelygoingtofuckmeup

"MaNdabawewilltalkafterwemeetupwith

thisgirl'sfamily.Dumikeepsonfailingme"

Vumaniwasverycalm

"Ihearyoubhuti".

WeparkedoutsideSebentile'shome.We

knockedtwicehisfatheropenedthedoor

"Greetingstoyou...howareyoudoing?"he



welcomeduswarmly

"Wearegoodandyoubaba"hesmiled

"Iamgood"heledustothesittingroom.

"Whatbringsyouheretonight?Iseverything

alright?"Heaskedsmiling

"Nobaba,IamDumi'swifebutIamhavinga

problemherebecauseyourdaughterissleeping

withmyhusband"

"IdoknowyouMakaSiya.SoSebentileis

sleepingwithZwane?"HiseyesmovedtoDumi

whohadhisheaddown



"Yeboitseemslikethisthinghasbeengoingon

foraverylongtime.IseeSebentileasmy

youngersistersohersleepingwithmyhusband

issomethingelse.Shehasbrokenmytrust"he

stoodupandwenttogetSebentile.Shecame

outwithtearyeyesveryembarrassed

"SebentilebakwaZwanesayyouhavebeen

sleepingwithDumiisthattrue?"shecried

"IamsorryBaba"Bab'Dludluclosedhiseyes

"NtileIfeellikeIfailedyou.AllalongIthought

thatIwasdoingagoodjobwithyou.Why

wouldyougoforamarriedman?Itrustedyou

torespectMrsZwanebecauseyoualwaystell

methatyoulookuptoher.Whatisthis

nonsensethatIamhearing?"



"IamsorryMakaMbaliyezwe.Ngiyacolisa

BakwaZwane"Ijustlookedasideblinkingaway

"OkSebentilewehearyou.Whatweaskfrom

youistostopstressingyourfathersinceheis

theonewhoraisedyou.Amarriedmanwill

neverleavehiswifeforasidechick.Dateyour

agemates"Sindisospokecalmly

"Ihearyoubhuti"shewipedhertearsand

lookedatDumiwholookedaway.

"WearenowleavingBab'Dludluthankyoufor

yourtime"Vumanispokesoftly

"Iapologiseformydaughter'sbehaviour"



Dumididn'tutteranyword.Iknewthatitwas

goingtogodowntonight.WefoundMakaZuzi

eating

"Youguysareback?"Howdoesoneaskan

obviousquestion

"Nowearenot,MakaZuzimayyouplease

followmetothekitchen"

"AreyoualrightGugu?"

"ThankyouforcookingforusmylovePlease

takecareofMbaliyezwetonight.Idon'twant

DumiandItofightinfrontofher"hereyeswere

fullofsympathy



"Guguwemightaswellgowithyou.Whatifhe

killsyou?"

"Hewon'tkillme"shetooktheplatesfromthe

cupboardandstarteddishingforeveryone

HehandedDumithefood

"NothankyouIamofftobedseeyouaround

guys"hewasreallymad.sofreakenmad

"Don'tfeelbadMakaZuziheislikethatwhenhe

isangry"

"GuguIfearforyourlife..let'sgotoourhouse"



"MaNdabaareyougoingtobeokhere?"Sindiso

askedwithconcernplasteredonhisface

"YesIwillbhuti,thankyoufortonight"

"Don'thesitatetocallusifsomethinghappens"

Vumanisaiditsternly

"Iwon't"

Theyleftaroundten.Iwashedthedishesand

wentupstairswithmyheartthudding

Islowlyopenedthedoorandtiptoedtobed,he

appearedfromthebathroomandlockedthe

doorthrowingthekeysunderthebed



"Guguwhyareyouinvolvingpeopleintoour

matters?"

"Dumiyoucheatedonmewithagirltenyears

youngerthanme.HowdoyouthinkI'mfeeling.

Whydidyoucheatwithher?"

"Obviouslysheisbetterthanyouinbed.She

movesbetterwhileyouliedownlikeachicken

waitingtobemarinated"astingofpainstroke

myheart.Isworebeneathmybreathe

"AreyousomekindoftrophyDumi?Ihateyou"

heslappedme.Ifelldownherepeatedly

punchedandkickedme.

"IamsorryDumi,sorryformakingyoucheaton

me.Iamsorrystopit"hestoppedIcrawledto



thecornerofmybedwithbloodprofusely

comingoutofmynose.Myfacefeltheavy

Thelookonhisfacewasscaringmerightnow.

Ihadneverseenhimlikethatbeforehehad

turnedintoabeast.Ihadseenhimlookscary

beforebutthis,thisrightherewasnew.Itwas

darker.Thiswassurelygoingtobetheendof

me.ItriedlookingforanescapebutIcouldn't

seeany.IguessIneededtobracemyselffor

whatwasgoingtocomenext.Ishouldhave

beenusedtothisbutIwasnot.Icouldnever

getusedtoit.Isaidaminiprayer"DearGod

justthisonetimeandIswear,IswearIwillwalk

awayandneverlookback".

ArghwhowasIkiddingIalwayssaidthis

bargainingprayerwheneverIfoundmyselfin

thissituationandafterhesparesmylifeIgo

runningbacktohisarms.ButthistimeIwas

serious.IfhesparedmethislasttimeIwould



goandIwouldneverlookback.DearGod.I

needyou.

HegotcloserIscreamed

"Iwon'tbeatyouGugucomeon"

"IamscaredofyouDumi"hepickedmeupand

wentwithmetothebathroomheopenedwarm

waterformeIflinched

"I'msosorryGugu,stoplettingpeopleknow

aboutourbusiness"

Hehadnoremorsehewasaselfishbastardbut

Istilllovedhimlikethat.

"Ok"Iwantedhimtobedonewiththis.He



wipedmeandcarriedmetobed

HowdidIenduphere?Ihadbeensittinghere

thinkingabouthowIendedupinthissituation.I

can'thelpthetearsthatareburningmyface

rightnow.God.Whyme?.WhatdidIdoto

deservesuch,.Howdidalovesosweetturn

intothisthingthatIcan'tevendescribe.How

couldamanthatgavemeheavenonearthturn

intothismonsterlayingnexttome.Ilovehim.

GodyouknowhowmuchIlovehim.Ihate

myselfforlovinghimthismuch.ButIcan'thelp

it.He'stheonethatstolemyheart.Wheredid

wegowrong?Thosequestionswereanormin

mylife.

Iwokeuparoundtwelvethefollowingmorning.

IwasgoingtoVumani'shousetoget

Mbaliyezwe.Iusedafoundationtocovermy



marks.Makeupwasgoodathidingthescars.

Myribswerestillsore.MakaZuzicalled

"Wealreadyonourwaytoyourhouse"Ilaughed

"Okhurryup"IhadLigugu'scries.Iwarmed

waterandmadeabottleforher.Mygirlloved

eating

ImadebrunchforMakaZuzi.Shejustwalkedin

aftertwentyminutes

"Iamsohungryyouareaprophetwena"I

laughed.Wesatdownandstartedeating

"Iamsurelygettingtempted..bringMbaliyezwe

tome.YaziIdon'tbelievethatthebitchwas

playingstepmothertomydaughter"weboth

laughed



"Youneverceasetoamazemesowhatwent

downyesterdaydidhebeatyou?"

"Meneverithasbeenlongsincehelaidhis

crippledhandsonme"shelaughedsodidI

"Didyousmokesomething?Youaresickwena

Gugu"

"Dumiandhishoesdrivemethiscrazy.Iwas

notlikethisyaziMakaZuziIfeellikeIamslowly

losingmyselfdaybydayinthiswholemarriage

thing"shebrushedmyback

"Followyourheartmylove.Doitforyourself

sweetheart"



"Ifhedoesn'tchangeafterayearI'mleaving"

"Iwillsupportanydecisionthatyoumake"

"Thankyoumylove"

Wespentthewholedaytalkingabouttheword

ofGod.Iclearlyneededsomerejuvenationin

myspirituallife.

SiyawasbackfromZinzi'shouse.Dumihad

beenawolforthreedays.Hisphonehadbeen

offforthreedays.Iheardhimparkoutside.I

hadalreadypreparedthekidsforchurch.I

boiledwater...hewalkedinlookingfresh



"Howareyoubaby?"Ismiled.Hisface

changedheexpectedmetoshoutbutIdidn't

"Goodyou?"Iwentandparkedthecaroutside

thegate.Ihadallthehousekeyswithme.

Whenthewaterhadboiled.Itookthekettleand

pouredhotwateronhim

"Gugu"Irushedandlockedthehouse.

Weleftforchurchdrivingfast

"Mamaslowdown"

"Don'tplaywithmyphoneSiyaswitchitoff"

"ButMa"

"SiyabongaZwane"hestoppedusingit



"Iamsorrymama"

Wegottochurchontime
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IpushedhimawayblushingafterMaKheswa

coughed

"Iamsorryma"Dumilookedatmewitheyes

filledwithhunger.Iblushed

"HaveyouguysforgottenthatIamherewith

you?"



Dumismiled"Mayoushouldadapttothenew

lifestyle.Itwasjustakiss"

"Heheyouarenotfromawesterncultureyou

areanAfrican"Dumiwenttohismomand

huggedhim

"Moveawayfrommewenabigheadedboy"we

alllaughedcausingLigugutostartle.She

startedcrying

Maquicklypickedherup

"IamsosorryMaZwane,stopcryingmybaby

don'tbelikeyourbigheadedfather"Dumi

giggled



"MaNdabalovesmybigheadrightSthandwa

Sam?"

"StopDumi,Mamadon'tyouwanttobath?"

"Ido,Iwantfoodafterawards"shehandedme

Ligugu.Iwentwithherupstairs.Shestarted

crying

"Iamsosorrybaby.IloveyouMaZwane.Mama

lovesyoualotpleasekeepquiet.Mamaissorry

myangel"shecouldn'tstopcrying.Dumitook

hersheimmediatelystoppedcrying,tears

escapedfrommyeyesIquicklywipedmytears

"ShewillgetusedtoyouGugudon'tblame

yourselfIunderstandwhatyouweregoing

through.Sheisstillyoungshewillwarmupto



you"

"Dumiit'sstilladisgracehowdoIlookat

myselfonthemirrorknowingverywellthatI

failedtolovemydaughter"

"Sheissleepingletmeputherontopofthe

bed"helaidhimonthebed.

"SheissobeautifulZwane..lookathowthick

hereyebrowsare"helookedathersmiling

"ShelooksmorelikeSiyaandyourtouchalittle

bit.WhereisRosi?Ihaven'tseenhersinceI

came"

"ShewentbacktoMozambique"hefrowned



"OhreallyhowcomeIwasn'tinformedabout

that"

"Iguessitslippedoffmymind.Iamsorry

Zwane"hehuggedmefrombehind

"Imisshowwewereonceuponatime.Instead

ofprotectingyouandourfamilyIkeepon

fuckingup.Iamnotworthofyourlovebut

pleasegivemeachance.GuguIamnotperfect

IamsinnerImakemistakes.Ibreakmy

promisesbutIknowthatIcan'tlivewithoutyou.

Shhh...Iamstilltalkinglistentome.Iam

beggingyoumylovelet'sstartafresh.Straight

fromthescratch.Givemeachancetofixmy

wrongsletmeloveyoutheonlywayyou

deservetobeloved."Heturnedmearoundand

wipedmytearshewasalsocrying.



"I'mscaredZwaneyoualwaysaskforchances

butyoudon'tchange"

"Gugudonotjudgemebymypast.Iwanttobe

therightmanforyou.Don'tyouwantour

childrentogrowupwiththeirparentsstayingin

oneroof.Youcan'tdenyourkidsahappyhome

uh?DoyouwantthemtobeunhappyGugu.?.

babywecanstartafreshandpleasedon'tjudge

mebymypast.IampleadingwithyouNdaba"

"Idon'tknowZwanethewayIloveyouistoo

overwhelming.Ihateitbecauseyoualways

belittleme"

"GuguwhatshouldIdo?Tellmewhattodo

becauseit'ssoclearthatIamfailingtolove



you"

"Idon'tknowDumipleasethinkaboutitandtell

mewhatyouthink.Letmegoandmakemama

food"

ItookaquickshowerIcouldn'tmakefood

withoutbathing.Idecidedtowearalongblue

dressthatshapedmycurves.Istillhadthe

babyfatandIhadlovehandlestoo.Iwent

downstairswearingmyslippers

"MaIwillwarmyoualasagne"

"IwantrealfoodKaNdaba.Youcangiveme

thatandcookmepap"Itookoutfrozenpieces

ofchicken,andthrewtheminsidehotwater.I

madesomechakalakaandpap.Theboewors



didn'ttakelong.

"ThelasagnewasnicewhenamIgettingapap.

Ireallymissgossipingwithyou"Ilaughed

"Hhayibomawhatdoyouwantustogossip

about"

"Iwillendupfaintingwhenareyougoingto

finishcooking"

"Iamalmostdone"whenIwasdonecookingI

calledSiyatowashMaKheswa'shands

"Mawhydoyouwantmetodosomethingthat

issupposedtobedonebygirls"



"Siyadoyouseeagirlinthishouse?"

"NoIdon't"

"Don'tyouwantmetosendyou?"

"Ido"

"Don'tdrivemecrazyyouchildIwillbeatyou

withthishotspoon.DowhatItoldyoutodo

movethatgrumpyassnow"

Hetookwarmwaterandthewettowelto

MaKheswa.Hewasalreadyinagrumpymood.

"Whenwearedoneeatingyouwillwashdishes"



"Mamayouwantmetowashdishestoo?"

"YesfromtodayyouwilldothedishesuntilItell

youotherwise"

"Hhayinomamaboysdon'twashdishes"

"Notinmyhouse.Don'tyouwantmetotellyou

whattodo?Don'tyouwantmetosendyou?"

"Idomama"

"Goodboy"Itookthefoodandwenttothe

diningroom.



"ImissedyourfoodMakoti,youcookbetter

thanSindiso'swifewhatsheknowsisto

gossip"wealllaughed

"MaIwilltellSindisoyoucan'ttalkaboutmy

brother'swifelikethat"Dumilaughedlightly

"Thatiswhatyouaregoodat.Tellhimifyou

wanttoIwilldenyit.Makotiwillcoverupforme

rightMaNdaba?"

"OfcourseMaIdon'treallyunderstandaman

whogossip.Myhusbanddoesn'tgossip(Dumi

lookedatGugu)unlessofcourseit'sanew

habithegotwhenhewasinDurban"

"HehadnofriendsMaNdabasoweshouldn't

worrybecausemysondoesn'tgossipvele"we



alllaughed.

"Makotiwewillsleeptogethertonight.Imiss

sleepingwithyouhey"

"OkMaImissedyoutoo.Dumiwillsleepwith

Siya"

"ImissmywifeMa"

"It'snotthreemonthsyetsodon'tworrymy

boy"hegroanedcausingMaKheswatosmirk

Siyastoodupandtookthedirtyplates.Hewas

quietangryit'snotlikeIcared.Iwasequipping

himwithlifetimeskills.Hewasgoingtothank

meinthenextcomingdays.



Wespentthewholedaytalkingaboutoldtimes.

LiguguwokeupcryingDumirushedupstairs

andtookher.Hecamedownstairscalmingher

down

"Madidyouprephermilkyouknowthatshe

wantsmilkafterhernap"Iswallowedalumpin

mythroat

"IwillmakeitDumi"

"Nodon'tworrymamawilldoit.Sheknowshow

Liguguwantshermilktobe"Ifeltmyheart

shattering.MaKheswastoodup

"FollowmeGugu(theywenttothekitchen)do

notfeelbad.Youarenotabadmother.Youdid



wellwithSiya.DonotfeelbadaboutwhatDumi

said..youmightaswellstartbreastfeedingher

it'sgoingtotightenyourbondwithLigugu"I

wipedmytears

"Youaresayingallthesethingstomakemefeel

betterMa"

"NotrustmeMaNdabayouareagoodmother,

youmadeamistakelikeeachandeveryoneof

us.Iwillbeleavingtomorrowmyhusband

missesme"Ilaughed

"HhayiboMayoucametodayImissedyou.You

willgonextweek"

"Thatisnothappeningyouwantthewitchesin

ourstreettowarmmysideofthebed"



"HhayiboMaaretheywitchesinourstreet"she

laughedtakingLigugu'smilktoDumi.Shecame

backlaughing

"Don'tyouknowthatwhenablackwomangets

oldifshedoesn'thaveahusbandshebecomes

awitch"Ilaughedgoingtothediningroom

MaKheswahadalreadystartedwithherstories

shehadneverceasedtoamazeme.Itookmy

phoneandsnappedDumiandLigugu's

moments.Helookedatmesmiling

"YouareagoodfatherDumi"Iwentandstood

behindhim

"Thankyoumamakheyouarealsoagood

mother.WhereisSiya?"



"Heisinhisroom,heisinagrumpymood"he

laughed

"Idon'tblamehimIwoulddothesameifIwas

him"

"Wellhehasanotherthingcomingforhimfrom

nextyearhe'sgoingtobetheonecooking"

"HhayibobabySiyaisaboy"

"Iknowverywellheshouldbegratefulthathe

doesn'tclean"

"Mhnm"

"LetmeholdherbabyIwanthertoburp"he



handedmeLiguguIrubbedherbackshe

burped.Shehadbigroundeyes.Withthinpink

lipslikeDumi.Shewasdark.Shehadtakenmy

complexion

"She'sbeautifulright?"

"VerybeautifulIwillhideheruntilshe's21."

"ThatisnothappeningGugushewillstay

indoorsuntilsheis50"Ilaughed

"Youarecrazyshehastogetmarried"

"Thatisnothappening.Idon'twantmy

daughtertogetmarriedtoanabusiveman,a

manwho'sgoingtoabuseher"Ilookedathim

thoughtfully



"Ibetmyfatherwantedthesameforme

unfortunatelyIgottheworstyooo"

"Gugu"IwalkedoutandwenttoMaKheswashe

wasalreadycookingsupper

"ArewehavingpapagainMa?"

"OfcourseMaNdaba"Ishookmyheadshocked

"IamalreadyfatMaIcan'taffordtogainmore

weight"

"Arealwomanhasmeatmysonshouldn't

cuddlebonestheywillpokehimatnightand

hurthim"Ilaughed



"IhearyouMa,(playingwithLigugu)shehas

yourears"MaKheswalaughed

"MaZwaneisreallybeautiful..youseeSindiso

shouldhavebeenagirldoyouseehownosyhe

is"IlaughedcausingLigugutostartle.

"YoualwaysfindafaultinSindisoma"she

laughed

"Hedoesn'tlistenMaNdabayoutellhimone

thinghedoestheopposite"

THREEMONTHSLATER

IwaswokenupbyLigugumakingsoundsshe

wasbusylickingmybreastsunfortunatelyIwas



wearinganightdress

"OhMaZwaneyouarecrazy"Iwokeupandtook

outmybreastandstartedbreastfeedingher.

Shewasbusysuckingmakingfunnysounds.

Mytwobigheadedboysopenedthebedroom

carryingabreakfast

"Happymother'sdayMaNdaba"Ilaughed

"ThankyouZwane"hekissedmyforehead

"MorningMaZwane"MaZwanewasbusy

playingwithherfeet.

"Happymother'sdaymama.Nomatterhow

manytimesIdisrespectyou..youstillloveme.



ThankyouforgivingbirthtomeIloveyouMa"

hekissedmycheek.

"ThisissobeautifulbakwaZwaneyouaremy

world"Dumigavemeanenvelope

"Ohbabythankyou"itwasthreevouchersof

threehoursmassagesthatincludedFacials

"Goandbathyoursistersaredownstairs

waitingforyou"

"Areyouseriousbaby?"IhandedLigugutohim

shestartedcrying

"Goandbaththisoneisstayingbehindwithus"

Ibathedfast.AfterbathingIoptedformyblack



kneelengthdress.Itwasn'thuggingmybody

thatmuch.Itookmyblackstilletosandwhite

blazer

"Youlookbeautifulmamakhe"

"Thankyoubabypleasefeedmykids"

"Mahe'sgoingtofeedusburgersyummy"

HesideeyedSiya

"Dumipleaseeatthesaladandmeat"

"Yesma'am,Iwillsendyoumoneyfor

shopping."



"Thankyoubaby"

WhenIwentdownstairsIfoundmysisters

drinkingtea

"Goodmorningmydearestsistershappy

mother'sday"theystoodupandhuggedme

"HowareyouGugu?"Zinzikissedme

"IamgoodKaNdabaandyou?"

"Iamgoodlet'shurryupguys"thatwasBusi

shewassoexcited.

"Iamsogladthatyouareherewithme

bakwaNdaba"



"WeloveyouGugunomatterhowmanytimes

wefightbloodisalwaysthickerthanwater"we

didagrouphugandwenttoBusi'scar

"Iwassohappywhenheboughtmethis

machine.Youknowwhatguysmyhusbandhas

changed.Hallelujah"weallscreamedAmen

laughing.

Wewentforamassageourbodiesneededto

rest.Liguguhadbeenkeepingmeupallnight.I

wassurelynotplanningtohavemorekids.

Afterourmassageswewentoutforshopping.

Mostthingswereonspecial.Queensparks

oftensoldquality.Itookonedress.Isent

MaKheswasomemoneyasamother'sday



present.Shesentmeamessagesayingthank

youshehadnoairtimetocall.Ijustlaughed.

Mymotherinlawwasjustthebest.

**************************

IwokeupearlierthanusualandcalledBusito

comeandgetthekids.Ihadalreadybathedand

fedLigugu

"WhereareyouMaNdaba?"

"Ijustparkedoutsidethegatemakesurethat

youbringmoremilkforLigugubecauseyou

knowthatyourchildeatslikeapig"Ilaughed

"IamwarningyouBusi"shelaughed



"Whateverthetruthhurts"

SiyawasgoingtobathatBusi'shouse.Siya

hadmadeacardforhisfathersinceitwas

father'sday.Dumihadsleptdrunktheprevious

night.Iwenttothebathroomandshaved.Itook

myskimpynightdressthathadwasasee

throughandworeit.Underneaththedresswas

nothing.Iwenttothekitchenandgotsome

strawberriesandcream.WhenIgottothe

bedroom.Hewasn'taround.Hehadprobably

wokenup.Iheardthesoundofrunningwater

fromthevbathroom.Hecameoutlookingall

hot.Whenhiseyesmetminetheywere

consumedwithlust.

"Gugu"Iwalkedtohimswayingmyhips



"Happyfather'sdaydaddy"Ibrushedhislips.

Hepulledmecloserandkissedme.Histongue

swervedinsidemymouth.Hishandsslowly

movedtomyshavencookie

"FuckMaNdaba"Iwasdrippingwet.Helifted

meupandthrewmeontopofthebed.

"Dumithewhippingcreamandstrawberries"

"Nottoday"hislipswentinbetweenmythighs.

Hekissedmyclit.Iwasgettingcloserand

closertocoming

IstoppedhimIwasn'tgoingtobeselfishitwas

hisday



"StopDumi"Igrabbedhismanhoodwhichwas

drippingwithprecum.Ipouredsomecreamon

theheadandstartedlickingit.Hegrabbedmy

weaveifitwasawigitcouldhavebeenonthe

ground

"I'mcomingGugustop"Imovedfasterand

faster.Idon'tknowhowhedid.Hegrabbed

meandthrewmeontopofthebedslammed

insideme.Hewashittingtherightspot.His

strokeswerestrongandfulfillingme.Sexwith

thismanwasn'tjustanysexitwasbeyondthe

wordsex.Mywallstightenedaroundhisthick

cockwecametogether.Hefellontopofme

"IloveyouMaNdaba"
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IparkedoutsidetheChurchgate.Assembliesof

GodtheplacewhereIacceptedGod.Theplace

wherebyIwastaughttherulesandthewayof

life.YesIwastaughtthetruthwhichisJesus

whoislife.Donotbeyokedwithunbelievers

rangintomysmallhead.

"Mamawhyareyoucrying?"Iblinkedawaymy

tears

"I'mnotcryingsomethingenteredmyeyes"

"Thatisnottruemomfatherbeatsyou.Ihear

yourcrieseveryday."



"Siya"

"Idoprayforyoumama.Iprayyouforeveryday.

Doyouwantustoleavehimalone?"

"Yeswewillleavehimmyson"

"Whatarewegoingtoeatsinceyouarenot

working?Willyougetanotherman?"

"WheredidyougetthatinformationSiya?"

"It'sobviousmamamenprovideforthefamily"

"HhayiketakeMbaliyezwe'sbaglet'sgoinside".



IremovedMbaliyezwefromherseat.She

startedmakingbubbleswithhersaliva

"Yooit'sbetterbecauseyoudon'thaveabig

headmydaughter.Youarenotgoingtostress

yourhairdresser"shegiggledasifshewas

hearingme.

"Mamawhohasabighead?Ismyheadbiglike

dad'shead"IswearIlaughedInearlydropped

Mbaliyezwe

"Whosaidyourfatherhasabighead?"

"Gogosaidit"Ilaughed

"Mysonyourheadisnotbiglet'sgo"



"Saysthruu"

"Siyaswearingisasindon'tyouknowthat?"

"Idooklet'sgo"

Thepraiseandworshipteamstartedsinging.

Afteraverypowerfulsession.ThePastor

ascendedtothestage.

"HallelujahBazalwane"

"Amen"thecongregationshouted.

"Let'sopenourBiblestothebookofJohn14:1



theheadingisTheWay,theTruth,andtheLife

Letnotyourheartbetroubled;youbelievein

God,believealsoinMe...congregationGod

sentmetotellyouthathehearsyourcriesjust

listentohim.Therearethingsthatonemustdo..

leaveeverythinguntoGod.Castallyour

burdenstohimbecausehelovesyou.Donotbe

worriedaboutyourtomorrowfortomorrowwill

worryaboutit'sself.LeanuntoGodandhis

wordhewilldirectyourfootstepsforhisword

yesandamen.EverybodysayAmen"afterthe

sermon.Hecalledforthealtarcall.Ihandedmy

daughtertothewomannexttoMaHlabase.

ThePastorprayedforhim.Iwentbacktomy

seat.

"SheissobeautifulMrsZwanewhatisher

name?"



"MbaliyezweLigugu"shesmiled

"Ilovebothofthesenames"thePastor

continuedpreaching.Youdoknowhowpastors

areright.Theysayfivemoreminuteswhich

endsupbeing30minutes.Itrulyenjoyedthe

sermon.

AfterchurchIwenttothemeetingformarried

women.

"Goodafternoonmyvirtuouswomen"weall

respondedtoherthePastor'swifewashumble

"LetusopenourBiblestothebookofProverbs

31:10-17,23itsays



TheVirtuousWifeWhocanfindavirtuouswife?

Forherworthisfaraboverubies.Theheartof

herhusbandsafelytrustsher;Sohewillhave

nolackofgain.Shedoeshimgoodandnotevil

Allthedaysofherlife.Sheseekswoolandflax,

Andwillinglyworkswithherhands.Sheislike

themerchantships,Shebringsherfoodfrom

afar.Shealsoriseswhileitisyetnight,And

providesfoodforherhousehold,Andaportion

forhermaidservants.Sheconsidersafieldand

buysit;Fromherprofitssheplantsavineyard.

Shegirdsherselfwithstrength,And

strengthensherarms.Herhusbandisknownin

thegates,Whenhesitsamongtheeldersofthe

land...Bomamabeprayerfulitallsituations

neverdoubtGod"shecontinuedpreachingher

wordwaspowerfulbutitwasnotmeantforme.

Myhusbandwasgoodasuseless.Inearly

laughedwhenIrememberedthedayIused

isagilatodisciplinehim.



Siyawasstillplayingwiththeotherkids

"Zwanelet'sgo"heshrugged

"Mamaareyoudonealready?"

"Yesmyboylet'sgo.Lookathowdustyyou

are"

"MrsZwaneareyougoingpastleapingfrog?"

"YesMaMlimisiandMaZondoyoumaygetinI

willleaveyouthere"

Mbaliyezwewassleepingpeacefully,thesweat



onherforeheadwasformingprofusely.

"Siyawipeherthesweatlookathowsweaty

sheis"

"IwilldoitMaZwane"

"ThankyouMa"

IdroppedthemoffatLeapingfrog.Idecidedto

driveustoSpur.Ineededtohavesomeenergy

forDumi.

"WhatareyougoingtohaveSiya?"

"Iwantaburgerandbubblegummilkshake"



"Takeastrawberrymilkshakeit'snice"

"Nomamakheit'ssogirly"Ilaughed

"Whuuungavelelwayimihlola.(Thewaitress

approachedthem)Twobubblegummilkshakes

andaburgerwithchipspleasedon'taddonion

ringsthatisformyson.WellIwant300gofribs

topthemupwithquarterlegandsteak.Iwant

mymeatwelldoneaddsalad"

"Okmaam"

"Momwhydidn'tyoutakechips?"

"WhyshouldItakechips?"



"BecauseyouwillstealmineIknowyou"I

laughednansiingulubeinginonela

"Iwon'tZwane"ourfoodcame.WeateSiya

tookadoggybagwellIfinishedmyfood.

Itwasaroundfivepmsotrafficwasn'tbad

sinceitwasSunday.Idrovehomesingingitis

wellwithmysoul.

Ipressedtheremote anddrovein.Theburglar

wasdownandthedoorwasbroken.Seriously

peopleweretakingchancesbecauseofmy

kindness.

"SiyacarryMbali'sbaganddon'tforgettolock

thecar"



"Okmommy"

WhenIgotinsidethehouseIfoundDumilying

onthecouchholdingapacketoffrozenveges

closetohischest.Sindisoshookhishead

"SawubonaMaNdaba"

"YeboZwane...it'snicetoseeyouonthis

wonderfulSunday"Ijustsmiled

"Sorryforbreakingyourdoor.Iwillfixitnow"

"ThankyouNcane"Vumaniandhiswifegot

insidethehouse.



"Howareyouguys?"

"Wearegoodandhappywhataboutyou?"

Vumanisighed

"Dumiwhat'shappening?"herubbedhisteary

eyes.

"Kantiuyadelelaeligwalaumfo(soheis

disrespectfulwhileheisacoward)"Ijust

giggled.GodIdon'tknowwhereIhadgotten

thatcouragefrom

"KahleMaNdabawewanttoknowwhatthe

problemis"

"LookatherbhutiIamseenasabadperson



butwhatabouther.Lookathowmychestis"

"Thisisonlythebeginningyourwhoresshould

seethatyouareamarriedman."

"WaitGuguman!IsitsoreDumi?"Vumani

askedsoftly

"YesBhutiIwillkillGugutrustme"

"Soit'ssore(laughing)youarefeelingnothing

ofwhatIfeelwhenyoubeatmeDumi"

Mbaliyezwewokeupcrying

"Iamsorrymydaughterwearestilldealingwith

yourfather'sdemons.Iprayyoudon'tget

marriedtoamanlikehim"hetriedstandingup



"Iwillbeatherinfrontofyou.Guguis

disrespectfulyouheardherright.Iwillkillher"

"Don'tsaythatDumisani.Youwillkillherfor

real"

"SheshouldshutupIcan'talwaysbegher.Iam

doneIrefusetobegheralways"Itookmy

daughterandheadedupstairs

"GowellguysI'mgoingtobedI'mtired"

"OkMakoti"

ItookMbaliwewenttobed.Dumigotinbedat

midnight.



Iwokeupearlierthenextmorning.IdroveSiya

toschoolleavingLiguguwithDumi.

"SawubonaZwane"helookedatmeandkept

quiet

Imadebreakfastforhim.Hiswoundwas

waterygodIswearIwantedtolaughsomuch.

Hetookmyfoodandthrewitinthedustbin

"Youwanttofinishmeoffandtakemy

property"

"IwouldhavelongdonethatifIwantedtokill

you".



"GuguGuguIamwarningyou"

WehadapproachedtheDecemberholidays.

MakaZuziinvitedmetogowiththem

KwaNdebele.Myphonerangitwasher

"HeyGuguhowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouMakaZuzi?"

"Good,arewestillgoingtoThembalethu

tomorrow?"

"YesIamlonelyDumihasgoneoutfornearlya

weekheleftwithSiya'sbankcard"

"Donotworrywewillpickyouuptomorrow"



"Thankyou".

Ispentthewholedaysittingathome.Ipacked

ourclothesinaminibag.

Dumidroveinaroundmidnight.Hegotinside

thebedandslept.Itiptoedandtookhislicense

andhiditinMbaliyezwe'sbag.Itookallthe

moneythatwasinhiswallet.

ThefollowingmorningSiyawokeusuphehad

neverbeentoMpumalangabeforehewasso

excited.Igotthemreadyveryfast.

Dumicamedownstairsholdingmytwophones

"BringmythingsorIamtakingyourphones"I

keptquiet



"Dumipleasedon'tannoyme"hequickly

grabbedmycarkeys.Iwasnowinamessy

situations.Thecarhootedoutside.Itook

Mbaliyezweandrushedoutside.Theywere

drivingabakkie.

"HowareyouBhutiandmakaZuzi?"

"Wearegoodyou?"

"Iamgood"..Iwentbehindthecarandopened

thecanopyZuzitookMbali

"HeyLigugu"shestartedcrying

"GiveherthebottleZuzi"IwenttoVumani



"BhutiDumitookmyphone"Dumicameout

angry

"WenaGugugivememylicense"Ilookedathim

"What'shappening?"

"HetookmyphonesthenItookhisthings"Siya

wasalreadysittedinsidethebakkie.Hegot

closertomeIranandhidbehindVumani

"Iwillbeatyouinfrontofthemtoday"Itried

runningIfellhegotontopofme.Iwaswearing

myskirt..VumanipulledhimIstoodupand

fixedmyskirt

hepushedVumaniandtookanemptywine



bottle.Iheldhimhetriedhittingmewithit.I

heldhimtightly

Siyagotoffthecarlookingforthebrick.Hewas

crying

"StopDumistop"Siyamovedaroundlookingfor

abrickshoutinghewascallinghisfatherbyhis

name.Zuzigotoffthecar

"Siyastopit..getinsidethecarnow"

"Hewillkillmymommy.Iwanttobeathimtoo"

hecried.

Vumanifinallyheldhimandgavehimone

punch



"YouaredisrespectfulwenaDumisanimxmyou

arebecomingaproblem.MaNdabagetinside

thecar"IhadafewbruisesbutIcouldn'tcry.He

wasnolongerinflictingsomuchpainonmy

body.Iwassousedtohisbeating.

"Zuziwhoopenedmybag?"shewipedher

tears

"Ncaneopeneditandtooksomethingincluding

themoney"Igotoffthecarandfollowedhim.

MyphoneswereinhispocketItriedgetting

themhekickedme.

"UzonyaGugu(youwillshitonyourself)"

"Nawenjandini(youtoodog)"myweavewas



nowmessedupthisbitchhadmesseditup.He

followedmeVumanigotoutofthecar

"HeywenaDumi,howareyouman?Areyou

mentallystable?"

"Whydon'tyouaskthatwhoreyouaregoing

with?"IgotbehindthebakkieandtookLigugu

whowascrying

"Ncanewhydon'tyouleavehim?Lookatthe

wayhetreatsyou"Zuziaskedwipinghertears

"IwillleaveZuzi..Siyaareyouokmyboy?"He

startedcrying

"Ihatehimmommy"



"Wipethosetearsmendon'tcry"henodded

sippinghiscoffee.

WegottoThembalethuafterfourhoursitwas

refreshing.

Wemadeabigfire.MakaZuzicametome

"HowareyouGugu?"Ilaughed

"Iamnowbetter.Younevertoldthatthereisa

ceremony.Ishouldhavewornmysexydress

theseNdebelemenarehot"shelaughed

"Uyabhedaweeh..let'scookfastwearedancing

thewholenight"



"Ican'twait"...aftercookingwebathed.I

dancedupuntilmyfeetweresore.Wesleptat

4am.

WestayedinMpumalangaforthewholeweek.I

missedmyphones.Whenwegothome.Itook

myextrakeysandopenedthehouse.Vumani

tookSiyatohisbedroom

"ByeMaNdaba"

"Thankyoubhuti"

Iwenttoourbedroom

Dumiwassleepingwithawhoreinmybedroom

"Heywenanondindwa(heyyoubitch)getoff



mybed"thegirljumped

"HhayibooNkonzoyoudidn'ttellmethatyou

haveawife'"Ilaughed

"Areyouserious?Didn'tyouseethepicturesof

Nkonzoandhiswife?"

"Lelatogetintothebedshewilljoinusifshe

wantstoo".

IwalkedoutandsleptwithSiya.ThiswasitI

wasdonewithhim.

Siyawokemeup

"GoodmorningmommyIamhungry"



"Okmyboyletmemakeyoufood"

Iwashedmyfaceandwenttothebedroomand

tookmythings.
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WhenIwasdonepackingIwenttoSiya'sroom

andpackedhisclothes.

"Mamawherearewegoing?"

"WearegoingtoSowetomyboy"



"Whatarewegoingtodotheresincegrandma

isinheaven?"

"Wewillstaytheremylove"

"Isdaddycomingwithus?"

"Noheisnothewilltakecareofthisbighouse"

"Okma"

Iwenttothekitchenandmadesomebaconand

eggsforhim.

"Siyayourbreakfastisready"hecamedown

rushing



"Thankyoumom,Ididn'twantteaIwanted

Milo"

"Goandwipeyournosefirst.Youshouldhave

toldmeearlier.Drinktheteayouwillgetthe

milolater"

"Ok"heprayedforhisfood.

IwenttotakeMbaliyezwewhowascrying

loudly

"SorryMaZwane,NcesesisIwillchangeyour

pampernow"

Iwenttothebathroomandopenedwarmwater

forher.Ibathedherfirst,thewayshewas



cryingIknewthatshewantedfood.

Itookherpurityandfedher.Thecarparked

outsideDumiwasback.

"Sowhereareyougoingwithyourbagspacked

likethis?"

"IamgoingbackhomeDumithereisnothingto

stayherefor"

"Isit?"

"Yes"

"OklistentomecarefullyMaNdabaifyouwant

towalkoutofthishousedomeonefavour



leavemykidsbehind"

"ThesekidsarestillyoungDumisaninoneof

yourskunkswillraisethembuttheywillabuse

them"

"IamdonetalkingtoyouGuguifyouwalkout

ofthishousemakesureyouleavemykids

behind."IjustbrokedownLiguguwaslooking

atme..Iwipedmytearsthathadfallenonher

forehead.

Hiseyeshadnoremorsehewasjustcold.

"IamtakingmykidswithmeDumiIcan'tlet

yourwhoresraisemykids"



"Listentomecarefullylalelapayattentionto

whatIamsaying.TakemykidsandIwillkill

youdonottakethislightlyGugulethuthisisnot

oneoftheemptypromisesImake.Thatiswhat

Iwilldo.Wipethosecrocodiletearstheyare

annoyingLigugu"

DumiwentoutSiyacametoourroomhappy

"Mamawearegoingoutseeyoulater"

"WhatareyougoingtobringmeSiya?"Itried

smiling

"Somechocolatesandultramel"

"Bringmechocolatesonly"



LigugugotoffmeandstartedcrawlingItook

myphoneandtookpicturesofhercapturing

thesespecialmoments.Itremindedmeofthe

dayshestartedcrawlingIcouldn'tstopcrying

thefeelingwassoniceandoverwhelming.

"Mbaliyezwestopeatingthat"shestarted

blubberingherchineselanguagebitingherball.

IdecidedtocallBusi

"MaNdabahowareyou?"

"IamnotgoodBusi,Dumiwassleepingwithhis

floozieonmybed."

"ThisisbadGugunamiIoncecaught

Nhlakaniphotwice.ItwasbadIcan'tshoutyou

knowthat..IwantedtoburnthembutheyI



controlledmyselfIknowhowyouarefeelingsis,

okenoughaboutme sowhathappened?"

"ItoldhimthatIwantedtoleavehesaidthatI

shouldleavehiskidsbehind.HowwillIsurvive

withoutmykids?IoncestayedawayfromSiya

fortwoweeksitwasbad(sobbing)Whyishe

behavinglikethis?HesayshewillkillmeifI

leavewithhiskids.Doyouthinkhewillkillme

MaNdaba?"

"Don'triskitGuguIdon'tknowDumianymore

youknowhehasmultiplecharactersand

moods"

"Idon'tknowwhattodoanymoreIamtired

emotionallyandphysically"



"Doyouwantmetocomeandtalktohim?"

"Nodon'thehatesitwhenpeopleknowabout

ourmatters.IneedpeaceMaNdaba"

"Youcancomeandvisitusmylove.Wecango

toEscourtsothatyoucangetpeace"

"Ican'tgowithkidsanymore,thesafetyofmy

kidscomesfirst."

"IamsupportingNhlakanipho'sthreebustards

imaginehowharditisforme.InthenextlifeI

don'twanttogetmarried"Ilaughed

"MetoomarriageishardifIwassingleI

wouldn'thavebeenthisstressed"



"Thisisbadmysisterwooo"Ilaughedshewas

imitatingtheNigerianaccent

"Byehlanyos"

"BealrightMaNdaba"

"Thankyousis"IdroppedthecallIwent

downstairslookingforMbaliyezweshewas

cryinginsidethecupboard

"Whatwereyoudoingthere?"Ilaughed

shushingher

IcookedforSiyaandIsinceDumiwasno

longereatingmyfood.



Theycamebackaround7pm.Theywere

carryingtakeaways

"Mamathisisforyou"

"WhatdidIsayaboutstartingaconversation

withoutgreetingaperson?"

"Sawubonamama"

"YeboSiyahowareyou?"Hesmiled

"Goodyou?"

"Good..ThankyouforthefoodSiya"



"Pleasuremamakhe"

DumiwasplayingwithMbaliyezwe.Iprayedfor

mydaughternottogetamanlikehisfather.

Wewerenottalkingforaboutamonth

IwastextedbythisothergirlonWhatsApp

"Hi "

"Hey"

"YouaretalkingtoNandipha"

"OhhowcanIhelpyou?"



"WellIwantedustoknoweachothersincewe

aresharingaman"

"LOL"

"IamseriousGuguwellhehasseenmyparents

andwewillgetmarried"

OnherprofilepictureitwasherandDumi.They

lookedcutetogethershame.

Thisgirlwasdisrespectingmeseriouslyshe

eventoldmeabouthowshecooksforhimno

wonderhedoesn'teatmyfood.Ipostedthe

picturesofDumiandIgettingmarried.She

viewedthosepictures



IcalledMakheswa

"Mahowareyou?"

"IamgoodandyouMaNdaba?"

"Iamnotgood"

"IsMbaliyezweok?"

"YesandsheisdramaticIcan'tdealwithher"

shelaughed

"What'swrongsis?"



"Dumiisstillcheatingandthegirlcalled

Nandiphatoldmethathewantstomarryher.

MakantiwhatshouldIdo?IamconfusedItold

himthatIwanttoleavehimandhesaidIwill

leavewithouthiskids"

"IamhurtjustlikeyouMaNdabatotellyouthe

truthnoneofusknowsthisDumi.Youshould

praytoyourGodbecausewhenhegoestohis

auntyhegetswellforfewsecondsthenhe

goescrazyagain.Donotworryaboutthe

secondwife.Wewillnotpaylobolafora

homewrecker"

"It'snotherMait'sDumi..Dumiisatfaulthe

toldthatgirlallmyflawsmaybeheisinlove"

"Iwilltalktohisfatheryoushouldvisitherewith

thekids"



"Iwillmabye"

"Greetthekidsforme"

"Iwillma..IwilltellSiyatocallyouwhenhe

comesbackfromschool"

"Bye"

Idroppedthecallandwentonline.Ihad

convertedmyCVintoapdfandstartedapplying

forposts

Siyacamelatefromschoolbecausehewas

attendingandpractisingsoccerafterwards.He

greetedmedrinkingwater.



"Mamawhatarewehavingfordinner?"

"WearehavingPapandwors"

"YummyI'msohungry"

"Washthedishesinthesink"

"Nottonight..whereisLigugu?"

"She'sinthesittingroom..todayshetookher

firststep"hesmiled

"Ohreallymama?"



"YestakemyphoneyouwillseethevideoItook

..it'ssobeautifulweneedtostoreeverything

intoaUSB"

"Thatmeanswhenwegoshoppingwewillbuy

aUSB.Iwillremindyousinceyoueasilyforget"

"Thankyoumyboy".

AftercookingIdishedupforus.Siyawas

feedingLigugupap

"Siyait'senoughshewillgetconstipated"

"Whatisconstipation?"

"Itisaconditionwherebyapersoncan'tdo



numbertwo"helaughed.Ligugustartedcrying

"Lookathermommyshewantspap"Itookher

warmbottleandgaveittohersheshookher

head.

"Uyadakwa(youaredrunk)MaZwane..Siya

finishfast"

Weateveryfastwithourdramaticqueen

causingchaoswithhertantrums.

Siyawenttobedat8,ItookMaZwaneand

placedherinhercot.

Dumiarrivedatmidnight.



"WakeupGugu"Islowlyopenedmyeyes

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Whydoyoulikeinvolvingpeopleinour

business?Iamtiredofaskingyouthesame

questionoverandoveragain".Iwokeupand

satonthebed

"TellmeonethingDumidoyoustillloveme?"

"OfcourseIdoloveyouwhatkindofaquestion

isthat?"

"Howdoyoufeelwhenyoubeatme?Doesit

makeyouamanenough?Doyoufeelhappy

whenyoustomponme?DoyoulikeitwhenI



crybecauseofyou?"

"YouhavestartedbeingcrazywenaGugu"I

slappedhimIgotoffthebedandtriedrunning

away.Hegrabbedmebymyweaveanddida

numberonmyface.Liguguscreamed

"Yourdaughteriscrying"

"Usindilewena(yousurvived)"hetookLigugu.

Shecalmeddown.Helaidherinhercot.He

switchedoffthelightandwenttobed.Hewas

theresleepingsnoringlikeatruck.Mytears

werefallingonmycheekshittingmyscarred

facemakingittobeitchy.

ThiswasitIwaswalkingawayfromthisman.

Hehadnotonlyemotionallykilledmebutalso



physicallydestroyedme.Iwokeupatfiveand

cleaned.Iwasleavingthishouseforever.

"Siyawakeupmyboy"

"OkmommyIdon'twanttobelate"

By6O'clockhewasdone.

"Hereisyourlunchbox.Siyanomatterwhat

happensjustknowthatIwillalwaysloveyou

andLigugu"

"Areyougoingsomewheremommy?"

"NoI'mnotmyboy"ikissedhischeekandthe

transporttookhim.



DumiwasbehindmeIstartled

"Whereareyougoing?"

"Iamleavingyouandyourkidsbehind"Itook

mypursehegrabbedmebymyweaveand

slappedme

"Areyoufuckencrazy?"

"DumiyousaidIshouldleaveyourkidsnowI'm

doingthatwhatdoyouwantfromme?Iam

makingspaceforNandipha"

"Youarenotgoinganywhere"Ididn'tcrythere

werenotearsleftinme.Hewentupstairshe



tookthekeysafterlockingthehouse..littledid

heknowthatIhadsparekeys.Iopenedthe

doorandlockedit.Iheardhisfootsteps

approachingthedoor.Irushedgoingtothe

gate.Iopenedthegatefast.

DumitookhiscarkeysandfollowedGuguhe

couldseeherrunninghewasveryangry.The

streetswereemptysincetheystayedinthe

suburbs.Hedroveveryfastandranoverher.
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Ilookedatherasshefelldown.Ihitmy

steeringcontinouslyfuckwhatdidIdo.Igotout

ofthecarandcalledanambulance.My

intentionwasn'ttohurther



IrangVumani

"Bhuti"hesighed

"What'swrongDumisani?"Isobbed

"IjustranoverMaNdabawithmyRover"

"Dumiwhatdidyoudo?"

"Iranoverherwithmycar"

"AreyoupossessedDumi?What'swrongwith

you?"

"Idon'tknowIthinkIamgoingcrazyor



something"

"DumiwhereisLigugu?"

"Fuckfuckohshit"

"Stopwithyourvulgar.Whentheambulance

comesgoandcheckthechild"

Theambulancecamewithinfifteenminutes

theycarriedher.TheyweretalkingandI

couldn'tmakesenseofit.WhatIknewwasthat

theyweretakinghertoNetcarehospital

"IwillfollowyouIwanttocheckonmy

daughter"Idrovehome.Liguguwasscreaming

herlungsout



"IamsosorryMaZwane"Icarriedhergoing

downstairs.Itookherpurityandfedher.My

phonewasringingnonstopIcouldn'tanswerit.

MakaZuziarrivedafterhalfahour

"Dumihowisshe?Ihavebeencallingyou

repeatedly"Irubbedmyforehead

"IwishIknewbutIdon't..willyoutakecareof

Mbaliyezweforme?PleaseIambeggingyou"

"Youarenotintherightstateofdrivingwhat

youcandoistowaitforVumaniheisgoingto

beheresoon"



"OkIhopehewillhurryup.Idon'tknowifIwill

surviveifGugudiesonme"shecheckedMbali's

pamper

"Ihavetobathhernowwhereareherthings?"

"PleasefollowmeIwillshowyou"shefollowed

mecarryingMbaliyezwe

"DumiIdon'tmeantobesnoopybuttellme

whathappened?"

"Shewantedtoleaveme.Itriedstoppingher

butshewasn'tlisteningthenIfollowedherwith

mycarthenextthingshewasontheground"

shehandedmeafacialtissue



"DoyouevenloveherDumi?"

"Iloveheralotthatithurts.IfIloseherIwill

die"

"Youkeepondoingtheoppositeoflove.Youhit

her..doyourealisethatNkanyezidiedbecause

ofsuffocation.Whydoyouhurtthepersonthat

youlove?"

"MakaZuziIwishIknew..IloveGuguifshe

leavesmeIwillkillmyself.Iamafraidofliving

mylifewithouther"

"Youcan'tkillyourselfbecauseyouhavekids.

DoyouwantSiyatogrowupwithoutafather?"



"Vumaniwillraisehimheisagoodman"

"YouarecrazyDumiyouneedtolivebutfar

fromGugubecausebothofyouaretoxicfor

eachother"

"Ilovehernotalittlebutalot"shewipedLigugu

whowasgiggling

"Whydoyouhurtherifyouloveher?Whydo

youcheatonher?"

"IwishIknewMakaZuzideepdownI'mnotlike

thissomethingiswrongwithmeIneedhelp.I

needtochangeandbebettermanforGugu"

"Ithinkyouarealreadylateforthat.Whena



womanisfedupsheleavesandneverlooks

back.It'sabouttimeyoulethergo.Ifsheis

yoursshewillcomeback"

"Ican'tlethergoshewillgobacktoLizwi"she

raisedhereyebrowsmeandmybigmouth

"WhoisLizwi?"

"UhmthisotherguywhatImeantwasshewill

gotothatguybecausehewantsher"

"Whatdidsheeat?"

"Sheatepurity"

"BathfastVumaniisgoingtobeheresoon,I



willgivehermilk"

ItookaquickbathinlessthanfiveminutesI

wasdone.Vumaniwasasoftiehehated

arguments.Hecamewearinghisblackshirt

andblackjeans.Theveinsonhisforeheadwere

evident.Hegavemeonehardpunchthatleft

myjawsabitdislocated.Icouldtestbloodin

mymouth.

"Areyouhappythatyounearlykilledher?

What'swrongwithyouDumi?Areyou

possessedorsomething?Isthathowyouthank

awomanwholovedyouwhenyouwerea

nobody?"Whenhecameforasecondblow

MakaZuziheldhim

"Kahlengolakababa,sincewhendoweuse

violencetosolvematter.Zwane..Zwaneplease



listentomeBaba"hesoftenedtheirlovewas

evident

"MamakhelookatwhatDumiisdoing"she

kissedhim

"Canyouguysdrivetothehospitalalready..I

willwaitforSiya"

"Myparentsarealreadyontheirway.Wena

Dumiprayforyourwomannoletmerephrase

mysentenceforthemotherofyourkids"

"Sispleaseprayformywoman"Vumani'slook

scaredme.

ItstillscaredmethatIhadnearlykilledmy



queen.Thatwasn'tme..Iwasneverabeast.

Thethoughtofmykidsgrowingupwithouttheir

motherwasmakingmecringe.

"Bhutiismomcomingtomyhouse?"

"Nosheisgoingtoourhouse"InoddedIhad

reallydisappointedmyparentsnotoncebut

severaltimes.Whatwentwronginour

relationship?MyancestorsknewverywellthatI

hadtriedtobethebestIcouldbeforGugu.The

moreItriedtobeagoodhusbandIwas

becomingtheworst.Ilovednoneofthese

flooziesthatIhad.MyheartbelongedtoGuguI

knewthatsheneverlovedmeenoughbutIstill

forcedmywayintoherheart.Iwipedmytears

fuckthiswholethingwasreallymyabilityto

think.

WegotinsideVumani'scarhewasplaying



gospelhekeptonstealingglances

"Whydoyoutreatthepersonthatlovesyouso

muchlikethis?MakemeunderstandDumi.You

wereneverlikethiswhathappened,?what

turnedamanlovingmanintoabeast?"

"Idon'tfeelliketalkingtoanybodyallIwantis

toseemywoman"

"She'snolongeryourwomanDumi.Youhave

killedthatwomanemotionallyandmentally"

"IknowIamnotperfectIneedhelpVumani.I

don'tunderstandmyself.IhavemoodswingsI

needhelp"hesighedtappingthesteeringwith

histhumb



"GiveyourlifetoGodhealonehasthepowerto

changeyou"

"NoI'mnotaChristianIdon'tbelieveinGod"

"Nooneisgoingtoforceyoutochange,doyou

evergetscaredonherbehalfwhenyoubeat

her"

"Youandyourwifekeeponaskingmethesame

questions"Iclosedmyeyes..everythingthat

hadhappenedcamerushinglikeavision.I

openedmyeyessofuckenscared

"Baddream?"Hewasn'tevenlookingatmethat

ishowmuchIdisgustedhim.



"Nope"wefinallyarrivedatthehospital.

Wewentstraighttothereceptionistandtold

herthatwewerelookingforGugulethuZwane.

ShewasinICU..weapproachedthedoctorshe

toldustowait.Vumani'sphonerang

"MymanIwillseeyoutomorrowtheyhave

arrived"

"OkyoumayleaveVumanithankyouforthe

ride"

"Mhmhmifanythinghappenspleasecallme"

"Iwilldefinitelydothat"



Ilookedatmywatch.Ithadbeenmorethan

10hourssincewearrivedtothishospital.Ihad

beenpacingupanddowntherewerestillno

news.

AdoctorcameoutofwhereshewasIjumped

goingtoher

"HowissheDoc?"

"Thereisnodifferencebutwedohavehope

thatsheisgoingtomakeit.Shehadinternal

bleedingandsomeofherbonesarebroken.We

willcleanherwombsincethebabydidn'tmake

it"tearswelledupinmyeyesIdidn'tdeserve

herforgiveness

"WhatdoyoumeanNkosazana?"



"WhatIamsayingisthatshewaspregnantbut

shelostthebaby.Wearegoingtocleanher

wombsoon"

"Pleasedon'ttellherthatwillbreakherplease"

"Nosir..."

"NametheamountIwillsortyouout"

"Wearenotallowed.."

"ShushNkosazanatrustmenoonewillknow"

"Okwewilltalktomorrowyoumaygohome



andrest"

"Idon'twanttorest"

"Youneedtherestyoushouldseehowyouare

looking"Ikindlysmiled.Itookmyphoneand

appeduber.

Itarrivedafter30minutes.Thedrivetohome

wasfullofregretsandsorrow

WhenIgothomeIwenttoSiya'sbedIwas

goingtosleepwithhim.

"Baba!Baba"Islightlyopenedmyeyesthesun

wasalreadyscorching



"Fuck..Ohshit..(Siyawarnedhimwithhiseyes)

sorryboygoodmorning"

"Babayoudon'tknowhowtosleep,whydidyou

sleepwithme?"

"Imissedyoumyboy..areyounotgoingto

school?"Ijumpedoffhisbedwearingmyshirt

"It'sSaturdaytodaywhereismom?"

"Sheisinahospitalshegothitbyacar"

"Whohitmymomwithacar?Babafindhimand

gethimarrestedIwantmymommy"

"Mendon'tcrybraceyourself.Mommyisgoing



tobeok..momisgoingtobewell"

"Iwanttoseeher"

"Wewillseehernextweekright?"henodded

"Grandmaisdownstairsshehadaskedmeto

callyou"

"Okletmegotoher".Myheartstartedbeating

veryfastknowingmymotherverywellshewas

goingtobeatme.

HereyesmovedtomeasIwasgoingdownthe

stairs.Myfatherwasdrinkinghiscoffee

"Sanibonani"myfatherkeptquiet



"Dumimysonwhat'swrongwithyou?Idon't

evenrecogniseyouanymore.Myneighbour

gavemethenumbersofamanwhocanhelp

you"

"Iamsorrymama"shewipedhertears

"Donotwasteyourtearsmywifethisboyis

goingtojailforattemptedmurder.Hedoesnot

onlycheatsbuthealsobeatshiswife"

Mymothertookherphoneandcalledsomeone

"Pleasehurryup..yesheishere"

Iwasreadyfortheconsequencesofmy



behaviour.

AfterthirtyminutesSindisowalkedinwitha

manwhowaswearingwhiteclothes

"Bab'Sengwayohowareyou?"hetookout

coarsesaltfromhispocketbeforeresponding

andstartedthrowingitalloverthehouse

"Howareyou?"Hewaslookingatmewithout

blinking

"Wearenotgoodbaba"myfatherwasbusy

lookingdown.Hewasn'tinterestedinanyof

thesethings

"Ribakash..shithamoriya...."Icouldn'teven



makeupapropersentenceofwhathewas

saying

"WhoisSiphe?"

"Thatismyaunty"

"Mhmhm..Iseedarknessalloveryou.The

thingsthatyoudoarepropagatedbythe

monster.Thismonsterwhichisinsideyou

wantsyourwifedead"

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Yourwifeshouldhavebeenlongdeadbutshe

isprayerful..wewillprayIknowthatyouare

goingtochange.Therearepeoplewhoarenot



happyaboutyourfamily.Therearethesame

reasonwhyyourfamilyistornapart"

"MamatakeyourpersonIdon'twanthimheis

speakingnonsense.Ineedpeaceplease"I

wasn'tgoingtobelievethatnonsensehewas

saying.Istoodupgoingupstairs

"FireGodofNazareth"momstoodtherelooking

lost.Iwasburning..Firewasconsumingmy

body.

TheprophetwasprayinginthelanguagethatI

didn'tunderstand..

Dumistartedrollingontheground...he

vomitedablackthingthatwasaccompaniedby

theredliquid.
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Iwokeupwithabangingheadache.Itwas

already.IfIcanrememberverywellIhadnot

drankthepreviousnight.Iwentdownstairs

wearingmyshortsonly.Ineededsomewhisky.

WhenIgotdownstairsMomwastalkingto

Babatheystoppedwhentheysawme

"Goodmorningeveryone"

"HeyDumihowareyou?"Shewasacting

nervous

"Good"



Babawasstillavoidingme

"BabaIamsorryforthepainIcausedyouand

Gugu.Pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme"

"Kulungile"Itookmybottleofwhiskeyandwent

outside.WeneededtopartourwayswithGugu

myphonerangitwasNandipha

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"DumiwhatdoyoumeanImissedyou"

"Don'tevercallmeagainNandiphamyfamilyis

brokenIneedtofixthingswithmywife"

"WhatwillItellmyparents?Youarereally



jokingandit'snotAprilthefirst"Ichuckled

"Idon'twantyouanymoretellyourparentsthat

Idumpedyou"

"Iamnotthattypethatgetsdumpedeasily"

"Getlost"Iblockedhernumbers.Iwassolost

inmyownworld.

Thepastweekswereprettyhectic.Guguwas

nowawake.Ihadnotseenhersincemyfirst

visit.Myparentshadbeenvisitingher.Iwent

formyfirstcounsellingsession..Imissed

auntyalotshewasnolongeransweringmy

phonewhichwasprettyweird.Xwasnolonger

afriendbutabusinesspartner.Mylifewas

jinxedup..itwassoclumsyIhadnointerestin



anythingotherthanmykids.Idroveto

RosebanktoseeDrPeterson.Ihadatwo

O'clockappointment.Thereceptionistsmiledat

mewhenIwalkedinIknockedtwiceand

walkedin

"GooddayMrZwane"

"HeyDochowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyou?"

"OK"

"Ican'twaittowalkthisjourneyofhealingwith

you"



"Ihopeit'sgoingtobeworthit"

"Haveanopenmindandyouwillheal.Aboveall

Iwantyoutobepositive"

"Iwilltry"

"Whatbringsyouhere?"

"IthinkIhaveaproblem"hetookoutafileand

noteddown

"Whatisyourproblem?"

"Ihavebeenabusivetomywife.Imanipulated

hernotonceortwicebutmanytimes"



"Whywereyoumanipulative?"

"Ilovedtheideaofhavingherleanonme,of

controllingher"

"Howdidyoufeelafterbeingabusive?"

"Ifeltguilty,Ioftengotangrywhenshespoketo

men"

"What'swrongwithtalkingtomen?"

"Ididn'ttrusther.SomehowIfeellikeshe

neverlovedme.Iforcedmywayintoherheart"



HekeptonwritingdownwhateverIwassaying

"Whydoyouthinkthatsheneverlovedyou?"I

swallowedalumponmythroat

"SheoncecalledmeLizwiwhenIwasmaking

outwithher.Igotherpregnantonpurpose"

"Whydidn'tyouleaveher?"

"Ilovedheralot,shewaseverythingIneeded

uhbutIwasverybad.Ihumiliatedheralotand

sheneverleftshestillstayed"

"Youwantedhertoleave?"

"NoIwantedhertostaywithmeforever"



"Butthenyoumistreatedher,whywouldyou

thinkthatshewasgoingtostay?"

"Idon'tknow,Icheatedonheracoupleoftimes

"

"Whydidyoucheat?Didyoulovethewomen

youcheatedwith?"

"NoIhavelovedonewomaninmylifethatwas

her."

"Wewillcontinuenextweek"

AftermysessionIdrovetoFourwaystovisit

Vumani'shouseIneededtoseemykids.



WhenIgotthereIfoundZuziplayingwith

Ligugu

"Ncanehowareyou?"Ismiledsittingdown

"Iamgoodandyousis?"ShehandedmeLigugu

whowasblubberingnonsense

"GoodNcane,hereishertowel"shekepton

playingwithhersaliva

"Whereisyourmom?"

"Sheinthebedroomletmecallhernow"she

rantohermother'sroom.Shecamewearing

hergown



"HeyDumi"

"Heysishowareyou?"shesatdown

"Iamgoodandyou?"

"Iamsurviving"

"GoodsowhenareyouvisitingGugu"

"WhenIamreadytofaceher,how'sSiya?"

"Heisgoodheytheyhadvisitedtheirmother

yesterdayhelookedexcited"



"Thatisnice,Iwantedtocheckuponeveryone.

Iamgladthatyouaregood"

"YouarechangingDumithatisactuallyagood

thing"

"Isee,Zuzipleasegoandtakethebagsinside

thecar"Igaveherthekeys.Ihadboughtthem

groceries

"ThankyouZwane"

"Thankyousisforbeingthereforme"

Ispentthewholedaywiththem.Siyawantedto

leavewithme.Itoldhimthathewillvisiton

weekend.



ThebusinesswasgoingreallywellbutIwasn't

coping.Ineededtoputmylifeinorder.

IthadbeentwomonthssinceGuguwenttothe

hospitalaccordingtowhatIheardshewasnow

bettersheoftenaskedaboutme.

IwasgoingtomylastsessionIhadbeen

dealingwithmyissuesreallywell.

Ihadshiftedmyappointmentto10am.WhenI

gottherehewasalreadywaitingforme

"YouarelatetodayMrZwane"

"PleaseforgivemeIwasstuckintraffic"



Iwentandsatdown

"Howdoyoufeelafterattendingsomany

sessions?"

"Ifeelbetter"

"Todaywearegettingtoopersonal"

"IamreadyDocanythingisfinewithme"

"Wouldyouallowyourdaughtertomarryaman

likeyou?"

"IhavechangedintoabettermansoIwould



allowher"

"Whydidn'tyoudealwithyourbrother'sissue?

Thefactthatherapedyourwifeandnothing

wasdone"

"Iknowthatmybrotherlovesmywife

wholeheartedlywhichscaredmeatsomepoint.

TherearetimesIusedtobeinsecureIonce

beatherwhenIsawherbathingwhilemy

brotherwasdownstairs"

"Whydidyoubeatherwithoutgettingthe

facts?"

"Idon'tknow,Iamstillangrywithmybrother.At

theendofthedayIhavetoforgivehimbecause

heismyblood"



"Didyourwifeforgiveyourbrother?"

"YesshedidbutIwasn'thappy"

"Whywereyouunhappywhenyouonceraped

her?"

"Idon'tknow"

"Youneedtoletgoofthepast"

"YouarerightDocifsheforgavemeIshould

alsodothesame"

"Iamopeninganorganisationofmenwhowere



onceabusiveIwouldlikeyoutojoinit"Ismiled

"Woowthatisperfect.Iwouldliketojoinitso

whataretherequirements?"

"Iwillemailyoueverything..tellmeifsheask

foradivorcewillyougiveittoher"Iclenched

myjaws

"Lifewithoutherwouldbedifficult.AgainI

wouldgiveherwhatshewants"

"Pleasetellherthethingsyoutoldme"

"YesIwill."

"Untilwemeetagainhaveablissfulday"



"YoutooDoc"Idrovetothehospital.Myheart

wasbeatingveryfast.Anythingwasgoingto

happen.

IwenttoGugu'swardshewasalone.Shewas

sleepingpeaceful.MyheartbrokeIdidn't

deservethiswoman.DeepdownIknewthat

sheneverlovedme.IfIhadonlyleftthevery

firstdayshesaidnomylifewasn'tgoingtobe

thiscomplicated.Myloveforherhadturned

intoadeadlyobsession.

"Gugu"sheopenedhereyestearsfellfromher

beautifuleyes.

"Dumiwhatdoyouwant?"



"Icametoapologise.IamsorryforwhatIdid.

Thefearoflosingyoupushedmetodothat.IfI

canchangethehandsoftimeIwouldundo

whatIdid"shechuckledbitterly

"WoowbeautifulwordsZwane"

"YesIknowit'sunbelievableIhavebeenvery

bad.Ideservetobebehindthebarsyoucanget

mearrestedit'sfinewithme"sheshookher

headcrying.Iwipedhertears

"NoI'mnotdoingthatDumiIwon'tdoit.I'min

pain"

"IhavetotellyousomethingGugu(looking

down)wewerepregnantandwelostthebaby.I

killedoursecondbabyohshit"shescreamedin

agony



"NoDumihowcouldyoudothat?.Howcould

youkillmybabyagain?.Youhavedestroyedme.

WhymeohGod?"

"IamsorrypleaseforgivemeGugu"shewiped

hertears

"WhatdidIeverdotoyouforyoutohumiliate

melikethis?Foryoutokillmeemotionallyand

spiritually?"

"Nothingit'sallmyfault.Iattendedmy

counsellingsessions.Iamjoiningagroupof

menwhowereonceabusive.Ibelievethatwe

alsodeserveasecondchance.Iamwillingto

rightmywrongs"



"Goodforyou"

"Gugudidyoueverloveme?"Sherolledher

eyes

"OfcourseIdidbutmylovewasnever

reciprocated"iwipedmytears

"YouneverlovedmemorethanLizwiIalways

putefforttokeepyouhappybutIguessit

wasn'tenough"

"WhoisinthehospitalDumi?Youcheatedon

menotoncebutmanytimes.Ilovedyoubut

youstillcheatedonme"

"SometimesIwishthatIwouldhaveleftyouthe



verysametimeyousaidno.Myobsessionwith

youruinedus.Youcouldhavebeenmarriedto

yoursoulmate.MaybeIwouldhavefound

someoneelsewhowasgoingtoloveme

wholeheartedly"

"Whereisthisgoing?"

"YoulovedLizwimorethanme"sheopenedher

eyes

"YouaremadInevercheatedbutyoudid"I

shookmyhead

"IrememberthedayIcametocheckonyou

carryingyourfavouritechocolatesafterburying

Mawe.Andyou(swallowedhard)werefucking

Lizwiafteryourmother'sburial.Youdeniedme



totouchyou,youwereshoutinghisnamegiving

himwhatismine.ItoldauntySipheIwasheart

brokenInevertoldmyparentsbecausethey

lovedyou"

"DumiI'msorry"Ishookmyheadwipingher

tears

"Don'tcryI'mtheonewhoissorry.Ishould

haveleftyou,Ishouldn'thaveabusedyou"

"I'msorrytoo,IforgiveyouZwane"

"ThankyouMaNdaba.Iknowwearetoo

brokentoheal.TellmewhatyouwantandIwill

giveittoyou"



"Iwantdivorce"myheartshatteredIswallowed

hard

"Iwillgiveittoyou.Iwishyouallthehappiness

intheworld."

Myworldshattereditwastheendofus.Our

relationshiphadranit'scourse.

ENDOFSEASON1


