


THEGAME

PROLOGUE

AtSchool

Maranghummedignoringtheworldasshescribbled

thelyricstoRihanna’sTakeABowinclassunderher

metaldesk.Shetappedherpenoblivioustothe

numberofeyesonherasshelostherselftryingto

rememberthesongwordforword.Shegotstuck

andbitherpenlidandleanedbackonherchairand

nearlyjumpedastheteacher’sshrewdeyeslanded

onher.

Teacher:Marang?

Marang:ma?(tryingtomakehervoicesteady)

Teacher:Iaskedaquestion..

Marangpanickedasshelookedaround.Everyone’s



eyeswereonherandshehadnoideawhatquestion

wasasked,shebitherlipandpretendedtobe

thinking.

Marang:uhm…Theansweristheaorta?(unsure)

Theteachershookherheadasshefixedherstick

andMarangswallowedaheavylump.

Teacher:youweren’tpayingattention..

Marang:sorrymam,itwon’thappenagain.

Teacher:ofcourseitwon’t.Heta!

Marangstoodupandfixedhergreyskirt,herwalkof

shametothefrontwasembarrassingandwhatwas

moreembarrassingwaswhenshegavemam her

handandshetoldhertoholdthedesk.

Marang:butmam…

Teacher:inmyclasseveryonepaysattention.Isthat

cleareveryone?

Wholeclass:yesmam!(chorusing)



Shegottwolashesonherbuttocksandshe

regrettednotwearingthosetightstoday,could’ve

savedherthepainrightnow.Shewalkedbacktoher

seatandshesatonthecornerofthechairletting

herbum cooldownfrom thoselashes.Theteacher

lookedatherandsheforcedherselftopayattention

andpushedherlyricbookunderneaththedesk.

She’llcompletethesongslyricsatbreaktime.

Thelessonwentonandshewasboredforthenext

30minutesithasbeenon.Sciencehasneverbeen

herthingandhergradesshowed.Oncethebellrang,

herotherform 3classmateswalkedout.Probably

goingtogetthedrinkandbread.Sheshuddered,she

wasn’tspoiltoranythingbutshedidn’tdrinkfuna,

thedrinkserved.

Sheshiftedinherseatandfinallyrubbedhersore

bum andshegrimaced.M.C.Otonighttoeasethe

pain.Shepulledthebookoutandplaceditonher



desk.Shehummedtappingherpenonthedesk

tryingtorememberthelyrics.Sheendedupsinging

aloud.

Marang:”Don’ttellmeyou’resorrycauseyou’renot.

BabywhenIknowyou’reonlysorrybecauseyougot

caught

Butyouputonquiteashow“

Shebitherlipandwrotethatdown.Asshewrote

down,herbookwassnatchedandshelookedup.

Marang:you’redisturbingmetlhemma..

Phemelorolledhereyesandreadthelyrics.This

again.Marangneverfocusedonanythingandasher

friendshehadtoforceher.

Phemelo:beseriouswithlifeRangz,wearewriting

thisyear.Don’tyouwanttogotoseniorschool.

Marang:noteveryoneissmartasyouPhem.Kopa

bukayame(canIhavemybook?)



Phemelo:Marang!!

Marang:It’shardpayingattentionandbeingstillfor

anhourorforeven30minutes…

Shesaidasshetappedherpenonthedesk.

Marang:mybookmma…

Phemelo:No..

Marangsighedexasperated.Shecheckedthetime

onherwatch.Only20minuteslefttillanotherlesson.

Atleastitwassomethingshewaslookingforward

to.Artlessonswerefunandshedidn’thavetosit

stillandbequiet.Shetemporarilyforgotabouther

lyricbookasshethoughtaboutwhatshewasgoing

todrawnext.Phemelosnappedherfingersas

Marang’sreveriecametoanabruptend.

Phemelo:wearestudyingstartingfrom nakoya

afternoonstudytillhalffour.

Marang:morehoursofsilence?



Phemelo:Rangzyouhavetogotoseniorschool…

Thatwasallshesaidandshewalkedawaywith

Marang’slyricsnotebookandMarangheldback

tearsasPhemelostashedthebookinherbackpack

andheldherbackpacktightly.Marangtriedtonotlet

thetearsfallbutitwashard.Shedidn’thavetotake

herbooktoproveherpoint,shehadunderstood

everythingclearly.ShesangArianaGrande’s

Problem soastonotthinkaboutit.

Atthebusrank

Thebusfrom Gaboronefinallystoppedandthe

youngladsteppedoutandwenttothesideofthe

buswherehegothisluggage.Hehadtofindataxi

home,thefivehourjourneywasexhaustingandhe

neededtorestwithouthavinghisparentsonhis

neckabouthim studyinghardandgetting

distinctions.Hewasbarelycopingandthisjust

endingsemesterhadbeensohardonhim.Heeven



wonderedwhyheneverhadthebrightideatomove

outofhisparents’house.Ohbecausehewassaving

hismoneyforthemyriadplanshehadafter

graduatingnextsemester.Herubbedhisneatly

shavedbeardandhefinallyfoundataxi.The

taximanloadedtheluggageinthetrunkandhegot

inside.

Taximan:hello.Banabammadikolobatswetse?(UB

studentshaveclosed?)

Henoddedashebuckledup.

.

.

*

*

*

THEJOURNEYBEGINSANDWELCOMETOTHE

GAME



THEGAME

#1

Thetaxicametoahaltinfrontofthehouseandthe

youngmanpaidthetaxidriver,tippinghim forhis

services.Thetrunkopenedandhesteppedoutof

thecar,goingtogethisbaggage.

Hethankedthedriverandhepulledhisbagstothe

gate.Thetaxispedoffandhepressedtheintercom

button.Thegateopenedandhedraggedhisbags

acrossthepavementonhiswaytothehouse.He

knockedonthedoorandhismotheropenedthe

door.

Her:Josh?

Joshuaplasteredalazysmileonhisface.

Joshua:mother..

MaJosh:youdidn’ttellusyou’recoming,Iwould’ve



askedyoursisterstogetyourroom ready.

Joshua:noneedtobotherthem..

Hismotherhuggedhim.

MaJosh:you’retalland..

Joshua:mothernownowlet’snotoverexaggerate…

MaJosh:Okay.

Shemovedawayfrom thedoorandJoshuapulled

hisluggageinsidethehousehegrewupin.Hemade

hiswastohisbedroom andaftersettingthebags

downheproceededtoopenthewindows.Itwas

kindofstuffy.Hismotherstoodbythedoorand

foldedherarms.Itwashardtoletitsinkinthather

firstbornwasagrownassmanwhocanmoveout

ofherhouseifhewishedto.Shereallyenjoyed

babyinghim.

MaJosh:Iwasmakinglunch.

Joshua:okay.Letmesettleinfirst.



Hismothernoddedandwalkedaway,closingthe

doorasshewalkedaway.Joshualookedathisbags.

Herubbedhisface,heneededashowerandtorest.

Atschool

MarangfrustratedlylookedatPhemelowhowasso

focusedonherbooks.Marangbitherpenand

tappedhertougheesshoesonthefloor.

Marang:what’sthepointofthisexerciseagain?

Phemelo:shhh….it’sstudytime.Balamma..

Marangrolledhereyesandjustlookedather

notebook.Thedrawingsonhersciencenotebook

caughtherattentionandshesmiled.Theylookedso

neatandpretty.Shewentpagedhernotebook

lookingforblankspacestofillandshesurprisingly

drewallthenecessarydiagrams.Thebellcameto

herrescueandafternoonstudywasover.

Sheshovedherbooksintohermessybagand

zippedit.



Phemelo:Marang!

Marang:IhavetogohomePhem.Seeyoutomorrow

forSaturdaystudy..

Phemeloclosedherbooksandpushedherglasses

back,shesuddenlyhadabrightidea.

Phemelo:howaboutwegotothelibrarytomorrow?

Maranggawkedather.Wassheinsane?Itwas

stuffyandtooquietforherliking,shedetested

librariesfrom herfirstlibrarylessonandshehadn’t

daredgotothepubliclibraryintown.Notthatshe

knewwhereitwas.

Phemelo:comeon,youhavetodowell..

Marang:Idon’thavetransportmoney.Yougo..

Phemelo:ketlagopegaee(I’llpayforyou)

Marang:Youdon’thavetoPhem..

Marangglancedatherwatch.Shehadtogohome

now.



Marang:Bye.I’llseeyoutomorrow.

Marangpickedherbackpackandwalkedawaywhile

Phemelostewedonwhatshecoulddonexttomake

Marangstudy.Shehasbeenherfriendeversince

shestartedform 1whenshewasfreshfrom a

privateschool.Marangwastheonlypersonwho

didn’tmindthedifferenceinsocialstatuses,hellit

wasasifthesocialstatusesdidn’texistbetween

them.OnGodshehadtomakesureMarangpasses

andgoestoSeniorschool.AmereCgradewon’tbe

thathardwouldit?

AssoonasMaranghadmadeitoutofschool.She

startedhernormalhourlongtrekhome.Itwasn’ta

secretthatshelivedabitfarfrom school.Shedidn’t

knowwhypeoplehatedherneighborhood,okayshe

knewbutshewasusedtoit.Shesangtoherself

whilelostinherregulardaydreams.Madethewalk

homeseem muchshorterwhenitwasn’tinreality.



AtPhemelo’sparents

ThetaxistoppedinfrontoftheyardandPhemelo

gotoutandpushedthegate.Thedogsrantoher

feetandsherubbedtheirheadswithalittlesmileon

herface.Shewalkedtothedoorandfoundthehelp

there.

Phemelo:hiii…

Helper:hello.Yourfoodisinthemicrowave,your

parentssaidtheywillbelatetoday.

Hersmileddropped.

Phemelo:oh..theyalwaysare(whispering)

Helper:whatwasthat?

Phemelo:nothing.Thankyou.I’llgotomyroom now.

Shemadeherwaytoherroom andremovedher

spectaclesbeforerubbinghereyes.Sheshouldwrap

upherhomeworkandwhatdifferencewillitmakeif

shetellsherparentsthatshewantstogotothe



library?Theywon’tevenmissher.

Shesighedandstartedtocarefullygetoutofthe

uniform.Shechangedintoshortsandinsteadof

doinghomeworkshegrabbedherphoneandfounda

textfrom someoneshethoughtforgotabouther.

Sherepliedandjustlikethatittookherbackto

thosedayswithherprivateschoolfriendsandher

crew.Shelaughedtextingback,muchmore

comfortableonthebed.

AtMarang’splace

Marangwipedthesheenofsweatonherforehead

andgrimaced.Shehadtocleanandcookforher

grandma,sheplacedtheschoolbagdowninoneof

thetworoomstheyusedastheirhouse.Shelooked

atthedisorganizedroom andwalkedtoher

grandmothersroom.Itwasjustthat.Tworooms.

Marang:mmaiye?



Granny:you’reback?Howwasschool?

Marang:itwasokay.Kediremotogo?

Granny:restfirst.

Marang:letmegetstartedonitandIwilltellyou

aboutitmotogoodira…

Marangwalkedtoherroom andshechangedher

schooluniform intoherdress.Itwasprettyand

Phemelohadgivenittoher,actuallyPhemelogave

heralotofdecentclothesthatdidn’tfitheranymore

becauseitwasimpossibleforhertobuyclothes

withhergrandmother’spensionmoneywhichwas

usedforfood.Sheranherpalmsonthepinkdress

andwalkedoutofthehousewithaboweltoget

waterfrom theoutsidetap.Onceitwasfullshe

walkedbacktoherroom whereshelitthesmall

electricstove,shefrowned.Therehadbeenno

electricityinthemorning.

Oncesheplacedthehartpotonthestoveshemade



herwaytohergrandmother’sroom.

Marang:Letmecleanfirstaswetalk.What

happenedwhileIwasinschool?gonalemotlakase..

Granny:yourauntpassedbyandboughtelectricity..

Marang:oh..didshebuyfood?

Granny:shesaysmonthend..

Marangnodded.Knowingherauntmadefalse

promisesandherauntdidn’tevenlikeher.

.

.

*

*

Mondayitisguys



THEGAME

#2

AtMarang’splace

Maranggavehergrannytheplateofporridgeand

shesatnexttothebe.

Granny:thankyou.

Marangsmiledandwentontotellhergrandmother

aboutschool.

Granny:Ihopeyou’restudying..

Marangsighedassheedgedclosertohergranny.

Marang:totaschoolisnotforme…

Granny:butyouhavetostudyandyoubuildabig

house..

Marangsmiledwistfully.Itwouldbenicetogether

grandmaoutofthissmallplacebutshehadalotof



troubleconcentrating.From ayoungageitwashard

andshekeptherselfdistractedwithmusicorjust

drawingstuffthatdidn’tmakesenseatallforher.

Shejustnoddedashergrandmothertoldherthat

shewillbethereforhergraduationoneday.

Marang:Whydoesn’tauntymoveinwithus?

Hergrandmothersighedassheweaklyhanded

Marangtheplate.

Granny:shehasherownlifeandsheworksoddjobs

hereandthere..

Marang:oh.Wasn’tsheclosewithmymom?

Granny:whenyourmom wenttouniversityyouraunt

wasjealous,thatcuttheirdeeprootedsisterhood.

Unfortunatelyyourmom droppedoutbecauseshe

fellpregnantwithyou…

Marangsmiledabit.

Marang:youtoldmethatbefore.

Granny:shelostthesponsorshipandshenever

talkedaboutyourfather.



Marang:Ihavedistantmemoriesofherthough,she

wasreallypretty.

Granny:likeyou.You’remyonlygrandchild,Ijust

wantthebestforyou.

Marang:I’lltry.AtschoolImean..

Granny:okay(coughing)Ineedtorest…

Marang:Itiredyouout.I’m sorry.

Shefixedhergrandmother’sblanketandshewalked

toherroom andgotthebroom.Sheneededtoclean

thenwashherschooluniform fortomorrow’s

Saturdaystudy.

AnhourlaterMarangusedhersmallNokiatorch

phonetomakeacallbacktoPhemelo.Afterthe

callbackwasdeliveredshesatdownandlooked

aroundthesmallcrowdedroom shecalledherown.

Itwasnothingmuchreallybutshehadnoideawhy

shefoundithardtoconcentrate.Shewassure

Phemelothoughtshewasdoingitintentionallywhen



shewasnot.Shesuckedinadeepbreathand

lookedatherphonewaitingforPhemelotocall.

AtJoshua’sparents

AknockinterruptedJoshua’squiettime.Hequickly

worehist-shirtandopenedthedoor.

Joshua:it’syou?

HissisterSeeletsogrinnedasshehuggedhim.

Seeletso:missme?

Joshua:no.WhywouldI?

Sherolledhereyesassheletherselfinsidehisroom.

Shesatonthebedandtookoffherschoolshoes.

Seeletso:UBontsejang?(howisUB)

Joshua:youalwaysaskthesamequestion…

Seeletso:I’m interested.YoudoknowthatIwanna

studythere…



Joshuachuckled.

Joshua:nothappening.You’resmartenoughto

studyabroad,don’tlimityourselflikethat.

Seeletsoshruggedasshelookedatherwhitesocks.

Seeletso:Okayenoughaboutme,agirlfriend?

Joshua:youhavegottobekiddingme,I’m not

talkingtoyouaboutthat.

Seeletso:butgoodtohaveyouback.

Shewalkedoutholdinghershoesinherhands,her

littlesisterwaswatchingtvinthesittingroom and

besidesshehadhomeworktogetdone.

MeanwhileJoshuasatonthebed.Wasitamistake

tobehere?

OutsidethegateslidopenasJoshua’sfather’scar



droveinside.MaJoshwalkedtothekitchenwhere

shefilledaglassofwaterasthefrontdooropened.

Shewalkedoutandplasteredasmileonherface.

MaJosh:hellohoney.

RaJosh:hello..

MaJosh:letmetakethebagandthecoat.

Shehelpedhim getoutofhiswhitedoctor’scoat

andshetookhisbagbeforekissinghischeek,

smellingthefaintlingeringperfumeshewassure

wasnothers.

MaJosh:Joshishome.

Hewentquietforafewminutesbeforehenodded

andhiswifewalkedaway.

RaJoshtalkedwithhisyoungestdaughterforafew

minutesbeforehemadehiswaytoSeeletso’sroom.

Heopenedthedoorandfoundherbusywithher

books.Shelookedup.



Seeletso:hidad..

RaJosh:helloandletmeleaveyoutoit.

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedtohisson’sbedroom.

Hesuckedinadeepbreathbeforeopeningthedoor.

RaJosh:yourmom justmentionedthatyouareback.

Joshua:hellotoyoufather.Ijustarrivedandno,Idid

notfuckupthislastsemesterorsoIhope.

RaJosh:youknowwewantthebestforyou..

Joshuahumphed.Hismentalhealthwashangingby

thethreadandhisfatherdidn’tcareaboutthat.As

longashegotthatMBBSdegreewasokay.

Joshua:Yes,youalwayssaythat..

Heneverknewthathim pavinghisownpathinthe

medicalfieldwouldbesodrainingthathisdad

wouldwanthim tobeperfectateverything.



Hisfathersighedandwalkedoutandheadedtothe

bedroom wherehiswifesatonthebed.Heundidhis

tieasshelookedathim.Shebadlywantedto

confronthim,theevidencehasbeentherethese

pastfewmonthsandjustbecauseshewasastayat

homemom doesn’tmeanhehadtherighttodothat

toher.RaJoshnoticedhiswife’sforlornexpression.

RaJosh:anythingwrong?

MaJosh:no,nothingiswrong.Letmegowarm up

yourfood.

Shestoodupandwalkedout.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelowatchedtheminutehandmoveassheate

herdinneralone.Itwaslonely,havingeverythingand

beingeveryone’sdream childbutherparents

couldn’tmaketimeforher.



ShefinallypickedherphoneandsawMarang’s

callback.ShecalledMarangwhopickedup.

Phemelo:hey,what’sup?

Marang:areyouokay?

Phemelo:yeah(sittingupright)justtired(fake

yawning)

Marang:okay.I’llgotothelibrarytomorrow…

Phemelo:really?

Marang:wewon’tbelongakere?Ihavetodolaundry

yammaiyeandcookforher.We’llwaterthegardens

afterthemorningstudyends?

Phemelo:yep.Andyouarecomingtowaterka

Saturday?

Marang:Ee…

Phemelo:Canyouwaterforme..

Marang:sure…

Phemelo:thankyoulove.Bye.

Marang:byebye…



Phemelohungupandwentbacktohermessages.

Shesentthemessagethatshewillbefreeon

SundayandSaturdayafternoon.Sheplacedher

phonedownandwaitedforwhatseemedlikean

hour.Theywerereallygoingtobehomelate.She

sighedandrubbedhereyesandstoodup,takingher

halffullplatetothekitchen.

Sheshouldsleep,theywerenotgoingtobehere

anytimesoon.Herlonelinesscreepedinandthe

merefactthatshehadnosiblingsandshedidn’t

wanttobotherMarang,shehadproblemsofher

owntodealwith.Reallifeproblems.

.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#3

Thefollowingmorning

Atschool

Thetwogirlsmadetheirwaytothegardensaftera2

hourmorningstudysession.

Marang:I’llbewalkingbackhome…

Phemelo:Ipackedclothes,wecan’tgowithour

uniformstlagagotwewearetarnishingtheschool

name.

Marang:right..

Astheyenteredthegardentheypickedthewatering

cansandmadetheirwaytothetap.Phemelosighed



softly.Ifonlyherparentscaredaboutwhatshereally

didinsteadofagreeingandworkingasiftheydidn’t

birthawholehumanbeing.Attimesshewishedshe

wasborninadifferenthouseholdreally.Shepushed

herglassesbackandlookedatMarangwhohada

facefullofpimples,sheslowlytouchedhersmooth

cheek.

Phemelo:don’tthosepimplesbotheryou?

Marang:gatwekestageorwhatevertheteacherssay.

Theywillfadeornot.Doesitmakemuchofa

differencemme?(touchingherforeheadandfeeling

theoilypimplyskin)

Phemelo:theydosaythat.

Marang:ee.

Sheshrugged.Phemelo’sskinwasclearbecause

shewasobviouslyayearolderandsheafforded

theseskincareproductsshealwayssawonthe

Clicksadvertisingpapersthatwerealwaysonthe

gateswhenevermonthendwasfastapproaching.



Phemelosmiled.Shewishedshewasthat

nonchalant,shewouldn’tbeabletoshowfacewith

thosemuchpimplesmarringherface.Marangwas

sosimpleandcontentwithherselfitwasenvious.

Haircutreallyshortandshewasshorttoo.Shegot

waterafterMarangandtheygotbusywiththeir

gardens.Aftertheyweredone,Marangwasthefirst

tobreakthesilence.

Marang:wearewalking..

Phemelo:it’snotfarisit?

Marang:anhouratmost…

Phemelo:goletsatsimme(it’ssunny)

Marang:Kanayoucangowithoutme…

Phemelo:no,never…we’llwalkee…

Marang:Awesome..

AtMarang’splace



AfteranexhaustinghourofwalkingonPhemelo’s

part,shewassurprisedthatMarangwasstillfine.

Phemelo:Ididn’tknowyoudothiseveryday,Ith-

Marang:mmh…tlaodumediseketlekeapole

uniform(comegreetsothatIremovemyuniform)

MarangopenedthedoorandPhemelowasshocked.

Okay,theyhavebeenfriendsbutshehasnever

comeseeMarang,hellshedidn’tknowthingswhere

thatbad.

Marang:Mmaiye..I’m back..

Granny:Howwasschool?

Marang:thesame…uhm Icamewithmyfriend,her

nameisPhemelo..

Phemeloawkwardlysaidhergreetings.Howwas

Marangmanagingallofthisalone?

Granny:that’sthefriendyoutalkabout?

Marang:eemma…wearegoingtothelibrarytoread

mmegonalemotogowamaabane,keotlise?(there

isyesterday’sporridge,shouldIbringit?)



Granny:yesmychild.

Marang:Phemelolet’sgo…

Granny:no,letherstay…

Maranglookedathergrandmotherwhostarted

coughingandatPhemelo.Shesighedandwalked

out.Sheshouldbringwarm waterforhertoo.

GrannystartedquizzingPhemelowhoansweredthe

oldwoman’squestions.

Granny:Thankyou..

Phemelo:Uhm,Ididn’t..

Granny:Forwhatyou’redoingforMarang,she

doesn’thavealotoffriendsandagoodfriendlike

youisgoodforher.

Phemelo:It’snothingreally…

Marangwalkedinstillinheruniform andhanded



Phemelotheplateandwater.Shehelpedher

grandmothersituprightandfixedherpillow.She

helpedhergrandmothertodrinkthewarm water

beforeshetooktheglassawayandhandedherthe

plate.

Marang:lesiame?

Granny:Ee,thankyoumychild…

Marang:I’m goingtochangeclothes..Phemelo..

Phemelogotthehintandwalkedoutfollowedby

Marang,shestoodoutsideandMarangwalkedinto

theotherroom.Phemelofollowedherandherheart

dropped.Whydidn’tMarangtellher?

Phemelo:Thi-whydidn’tyoutellme?

Marangignoredthatstatement.

Marang:youcanchangePhem.

Phemeloremovedherglassesandsearchedforthe

casewheresheputherglassessafelyinside.She



startedtounbuttonhershirtasshelookedat

Marangwhohadalreadydispensedhershirt.Her

smallbreastpointedthroughthenowalmostyellow

vestandshesighed.Marangremovedherskirtand

Phemelopausedunbuttoninghergreytrousers,the

pantyMarangwaswearingwastornandithadlost

colour,hellshecouldevenseethebushypubichair.

Shehadnoidea.Hadsheevershavedbefore?Itwas

toomuch…

MarangignoredPhemelo’sstareasshepickedthe

jeansthatwereabitlooseonher.Sheworethose

andanoversizedt-shirtandsomesandals.

Phemelo:Marangthisisnowayforahumanbeingto

live,I’lltalktomyparentsan-

Marang:PhemeloIdidn’tbringyouheretojudgeme

anddon’tmakemeacharitycase..

Phemelo:I’m not..I’m justtryingtohelp.Your

grandmotherisn’tsupposedtobelivingaloneand

it’snotsafe,whatif…

Marang:weareokay..I’m done..



Phemelosighedassheplacedhershirtonthethin

mattressonthefloorandsheremovedherpants.

Herblackbrashowedasshecrouchedtoget

clothesfrom herbag.Shetookoutherphoneand

placeditonthemattress.Shetookoutherskinny

jeansandsheworethose,tuckinginhervestand

shetookoutherdenim jacket.Shewasokay.She

removedhergrasshoppersandsocks,neatlytaking

outtheplasticbaginherbagandputtheshoesand

socksinside.Shetookoutherpumpsandwore

them.

Phemelo:I’m done…

Marang:letmegosaybyeandwecango.

Phemelo:okay…

MarangleftPhemelothereandPhemelo’sheart

achedforher,thiswasmessyandeventhoughthe

windowswereopen,therewasthisdreadfulsmell

lingeringintheair.Didsheevenhavepads?She

searchedherbagandtookouthertwoemergency

padsandplacedthem underhernowthinpillow.She



pickedherbagandphone.Shesentthetextthatshe

wasonherway,wellshecouldn’tnecessarilysayno

tomeetingherformerprimaryschoolmates.

Marangreturnedandpickedherbag.

Phemelo:areyouokaywithwearingthoseclothes?

Marang:mhmm…theyareokay.Let’sgo.

PhemelogotoutfirstandMarangfollowed.Marang

lockedthedoorandputthekeysafelyinherback

pocket.

Phemelo:isthereastop?

Marang:yes.Putawayyourphone,therearethieves

around.

Phemeloputitinherbagandzippeditup.

TheywalkedtothetaxistopandPhemelohaileda

taxiforthem.Theygotinsideasthetaximanfixed

hisrearviewmirror.



Phemelo:Hello,thetaxirankplease..

Henoddedanddroveoff,hestoppedalongtheway

pickingothercustomers.

ThedrivetotherankwassilentasMaranglooked

outthewindow.Oncetheyarrived,Phemelopaidfor

thebothofthem andwaitedforherchangeand

Maranggotoutfirst.

ThetaximanlookedatPhemelo.

Taximan:hello,obitswamang?

Phemelo:Sethunya..

Taximan:Nicename,omontle..

Phemelo:thankyou..kekopachenchimalome..

Taximan:oh..ifyouandyourfriendneedarideyou

cancallme,hereismynumber.

Hescribbleditonapieceofpaperandgaveitto

Phemelowhoreluctantlytookitandlongwithher

change.



ShegotoutofthetaxiandfoundMarangwaitingfor

her.

Marang:thattooklong,let’sgo.

.

.

*

*



THEGAME

#4

Atthelibrary

TheybothsatdownandMarangblatantlyignored

thestaresthatcameherway,shetookouther

booksandplacedthem onthetableasPhemelo

lookedather.Phemelotookoutherneatlycovered

booksplacingthem onthedesk.

Phemelo:(whispering)ifyouneedanyhelpjust

shout...

Marangchuckled.

Marang:Ican’texactlyshoutherebutthankyou.

Shedroppedherheadandglancedathernotebook

notknowinghowtoproceedwiththisstudysession.

Shehadtoatleasttry..



Marangsuckedinadeepbreathandtappedherfoot

onthefloorandwhisperedwithalowvoiceto

herselfasshemovedherfingeracrossthenotes.

Theywereincompletebecauseshegotdistracted

easilyandshenevercameabouttofinishthem.She

tookoutthetextbookandshetriedtoreadthatbut

withintenminutesshelookedupatPhemelo.She

wasalreadyannoyed.

PhemelolookedreallyfocusedandMarangbither

lowerlipandlightlytappedherpenagainstthe

textbook.

MeanwhilePhemelolookedateaseasshepushed

upherglasses,takingshortnoteshereandthere.

Maranglookedaroundandsighed.Shewasreally

tryingherethough.

AlmostanhourlaterMarangwasatherwitsend.

Shewasdonewiththis.Phemelofinallytookabreak

andreachedforherphone.Shefoundmessages



from herformerclassmatesandshesmiled.They

werebytheparkthatwasn’tfarfrom thelibrary.

Phemelo:RangzI’llbeback,Ihavetomeetsome

people..

MarangnoddedasPhemelostoodup.

Phemelo:Won’tbelongokay?

Maranggaveherathumbsupasshewalkedtothe

door.Phemelolookedaroundandstartedwalking

towardsthepark.Shedialedthenumber.

Phemelo:whereareyouguys?

Therewassomebackgroundnoiseandlaughter.

Voice:Giiirl,wecanseeyou...You’restillblindas

hell...

Phemelo:FyouRaine.

Raine:whatever,getyourblindasshere(laughing)

Phemelo:I’m coming..



Shecrossedtheroadandlookedthroughthepark

gate,shewalkedtotheentranceandsmiled.She

foundthem.

Phemelo:guuuyyys!

Raine:Heyyou,lookatyou,allprettyandshit..

Phemeloblushedastheyallhugged.Herprimary

schoolfriendshere.Thiswasnice.

Raine:andwearehavingapicnic,wanttojoin?

Phemelo:whynot?

Asshesatdown,sherememberedthatMarangwas

waitingforher.

Marang:I’llbebackguys,excuseme...

Shestoodupandwalkedaway,maybesheshould

askhertojointhem.Thatwouldbeagoodidea.

Halfloafisbetterthannothing.

Seeyouguyslater.



THEGAME

#5

Atthelibrary

PhemelowalkedoutwithMarangwhowasonlytoo

happytobeoutofthere.Marangglancedather

watchtocheckthetimeandwelltherewasstilltime.

Phemelo:I’m meetingafewfriendsbythepark,do

youwanttojoinme?

Thethoughtofbeingaroundpeoplewhom shedidn’t

knowherwasn’taprettypicture.Shewasassuming

thatitmightbePhemelo’sprivateschoolfriends.

Marangherselfdidn’tspeakperfectEnglishandshe

didn’thaveanaccentorthatairofluxuryifshema

callitthat.

Marang:Iwouldbeintruding,I’llgohome…



Phemelosighed.Wellsheshouldn’tevenforceher.

ShetouchedherbackpocketandremovedaP20

noteandhandedittoMarang.Shepushedbackthe

scrappypieceofpaperthathadthetaximan’s

numberwrittenonit.

Phemelo:Fortaxi..

Marang:TaxikeP6,I’llreturnyourchangeokay?

Phemelo:Youdon’thaveto,youcanbuyicecream.

You’llbealright?

Marang:Yeah…thanksandbye..

Phemelo:don’tforgettowatermygardentomorrow.

SeeyouonMonday.

PhemelowalkedtowardstheparkandMarangkept

onwalkingasshelookeddownathertoesthat

showedonthesandalsshewaswearing.Sheshould

probablyusethechangetobuymoreelectricityfor

them athome.Sheuppedherpace.



AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuawasoutsideashisfather’sHiluxparkednear

thegarage.

Seeletsowalkedtothecarandlookedattheirnew

pitbull.

Joshua:thisisadangerousbreed..

Seeletso:thatmeansthegateshouldbeclosed.Plus

nothieves.

RaJosh:we’regettingtheotheronetomorrow,once

theybreedwearegoingtosellthepuppies.

Joshua:Andditurablind..

RaJosh:exactly…

TheiryoungestwalkedtowardsthecarandMaJosh

justpickedherup.Shewassixyearsbutthey

treatedherlikeababy.

MaJosh:doyouwanttonameher?



Sara:thedogisashe?

Joshua:yeah…

Sara:Scooby..

Theyallshooktheirheads.Shewatchedtoomuch

Scooby-Doo…

MaJoshua:it’sagirl…

Sarapausedandbitherbottom lipandshesmileda

fewsecondslater.

Sara:Daphne

Joshua:OhGod!

Seeletso:bathong!Daphneitis…

HermotherputherdownasherfatherandJoshua

putthedogdown.

Joshua:ladiesstayaway..

Theymovedtotheporchastheywatchedthemen

tamethedog,maybeitwasn’tthathardbecauseit



wasafemaleandnotamaleone.

Joshuarubbedthedog’sheadanditmovedtowards

him.

Joshua:youcancometouchit..

Sarawasthefirstone.

Sara:helloDaphne..

RaJoshuawithheldasmileasMaJoshsighed.Did

hereallywanttodestroythem bycheating?She

didn’twanttobetheinsecure,naggingwifeifit

turnedouthewasn’tcheating.Menwereusually

turnedoffbythefactthatwomenaccusethem of

cheatingandshemightpushhim intothehandsof

anotherwoman.Theyhavebeentogetherforsolong

andshewouldn’twanttodestroytheirpeace.She

forcedasmileasSeeletsowalkedtothedog.

Seeletso:itwon’tbite..

Joshua:notatall..atumela!

Seeletso:ifitbitesme,you’repayingmewithyour

studentallowance.

Joshua:extortionist..



Seeletso:whatever!

Shetouchedthedogwithafingerandgiggled.They

nevergrewupwithdogsandnowtheygotadog

whenshewasateenager.Itwasgoingtotaketime

togetusedto.

AtMarang’splace

MarangsawanunfamiliarVitzparkedoutsidethe

gate.Shefrownedasshesawthepeopleinthecar.

Herheartskippedabeatasshesawthescaryman

withascaronhisrightcheek.Sheopenedthegate

ignoringhim andwalkedtothehousewhereshe

foundhergrandmother’sdooropen.Herheartrate

pickedup,whatifsomethinghadhappenedandshe

hadsaidshewasstudying?

Sheheldherchestandswallowedaheavylumpas

shepushedthedooropen.Thereliefthatwashed



overherfacewhensherealizeditwasheraunt

couldbevisible.

Aunt:youseewhyit’snotsafetolivealone.Marang

leavesyoualonegoingtoGodknowswhere.

Marang:dumelang.

Herauntignoredherashergrandmotherreturned

thegreeting.

Aunt:Icantakeyoutogolivewithme..Ihaveabetter

placenow..

Granny:I’m okaywithmyonlygrandchildhere,

besidesIdon’thavemuchtimeleft.

Marang:mmaiyelerayajang?(grannywhatdoyou

mean?)

Theoldwomancoughed.

Granny:II’m oldandIhavelivedmylife,didwhat

teenagersdid,hadmychildrenandgottoseeand

raisemyonlygrandchild.



Marang:Bu-

Granny:Letmestay,youcanbuyfoodandMarang

takesgoodcareofme..

Aunt:otswaKateMarangwateng?(whereisshe

from?)

Granny:shewasstudying…

Theauntrolledhereyeslaughing.

Aunt:antseatsayaboDleboEabogotwe

studying?mamaolehoragorengwanangwanawa

lona(whenshegetsDsandEsandyousaystudying.

Mom yourgrandchildisdeceivingyou)

Marangsaidnothingastearsburnedatthebackof

hereyesandsomethinglodgedinherdrythroat.She

couldseewhereherauntwasgoingwiththis

conversation.

Aunt:Anyway,Iwillletyoudoasyouplease,Iwas

tryingtohelp..Marangletmetalktoyou.

Marangstoodupandfollowedherauntoutsidethe

room.



HerauntfoldedherhandsandlookedatMarang.

Aunt:Iseeyouforwhatyouare…

Marang:ma?

Herauntsighedandlookedattheguyinthecar.She

sighed.Maybeanotherday,whenit’sreallytough

andMarangwoulddoanythingtosurvive.Itwas

timesheusedthatthingbetweenherlegstoput

foodonherfamily,hermothercouldn’texpectherto

believethatMarangdoesn’tknowmen.Achildwho

failsandsheleavessayingsheisstudying?alla

hoax.

Aunt:I’llpassbyoneofthesedays.

Theauntwalkedawayheadingtothegateasthe

scarymenkepthiseyesonMarang’syoung

undevelopedteenagebody.Herauntopenedthe

doorandMarangfeltshiversrundownherspine.

Shewalkedtohergrandmother’sroom andshe

openedthewindowsagain.

Marang:I’llgowarm waterforyourbathandwill



phalechebeokay?withmilk?

Granny:yes.Thankyou..

Marangwasabouttowalkoutwhenher

grandmothercalledheragainwithherearly

childhoodnickname,sheonlyuseditwhenshe

wantedtosaysomethingserious.

Granny:Shoshositdownsothatwecantalk..

Marangsatbyherbedsideandlookedather

grandmotherasshecoughed.

.

.

*

*



THEGAME

#6

AtMarang’splace

Marangshuffledonherseat.

Granny:Shoshowhatdoyouwanttodowhenyou

finishschool?

Maranghadneverreallythoughtaboutit,shewas

barelysurvivinghighschool.

Marang:Idon’tknow,schoolishardan-I’m failingat

school…

Grannysighed.

Marang:Butartisnice,maybeIcantrytodoart..

Grannynodded.Sheshouldn’tforcehertodoany

careerthatshedoesn’tlikeatall.



Granny:Aslongasyou’rehappy..

Marang:I’lldrawandselltotherichpeople,that

moneymighthelpathomeandIwillbuildabetter

houseandlookforahousenurse.

Granny:thatwouldbenice..

Shesaid,Marangbeingoblivioustohersadtone.

Grannyknewthatsadlyshewasslowlylosingthe

littlestaminashehadandsoonerthanlatershewas

goingtodie.

Marang:mmaiyeletmegoboilthatwater..

Theoldwomannoddedasshelaiddownandclosed

hereyes.

Atthepark

Phemelothrewherheadbacklaughingatthejokes

thatwerebeingshared,it’sbeenalongtimesince

shelaughedlikethis.Shewasgenuinelyhappywith



herdecisiontocomehere.

Raine:Weshouldhangoutmoreoften.

Phemelo:Definitely..

Shelookedatthetimeandwistfullylookedatthem.

Phemelo:Ishouldgo.Myparentsareprobably

waitingforme..

Thatwasanoutrightlie,awholelie.

Raine:ahugMelo…ahug..

Shegrinnedatherprimaryschoolnickname.She

hadgottensousedtoMarangcallingherPhem.

Raine:Doyouhavefriends?

Marang:agoodone,shewasjustinarush,she

would’vemetyouguys…

Raine:Wellitwouldbenicetomeether.

Phemelo:tellyouwhat,I’lltalktoherandwemight

gooutformovies.Uhm gonalethatmovienightko



JMSAkersnextweekend?

Raine:yess….okaywe’llallbethere.

Phemelo:awesome..Theyhuggedasshesmiled.

Shegotherbagandcheckedherbackpocketsfor

thechangeshegotearlier.

Phemelo:Iguessthatthisisagoodbyethenguys..

Raine:we’lltalk.

Phemelo:mostdefinitely.

Shewavedwithahugesmileonherfaceandwalked

away,thishasbeenareallygoodday.

Asshewalkedawaysheheldthenumber.She

probablyshouldnotcallhim.Hewasweirdandshe

hasneverdatedbeforeinherentirelifeandboys

mightdistracther.Shehadexamscomingupina

fewmonthsandshewasalreadytryingtoget

Marangtostudy.ShedecidedtocallMarangwhile

shewasonherwaytothrank.



Phemelo:HeyRangz,didyouarrivewellontime.

Marang:ee...andthankyouforthetransportmoney.

Phemelo:It’snothing.I’m onmywayhomesoI’llcall

youwhenIarriveokay?

Marang:okayPhem,bye.

Maranghungupandcontinuedwithwhatshewas

doing.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelofinallyarrivedathomeandshesawher

parents’cars.Shesighedwithaheavyheartand

walkedinside.Asusualthedogsrantoherandshe

giggledandruffledthefursofthedog.

Phemelo:heyboys,hey..



Shewalkedtothehouseanfoundherparentsonthe

couch.

Phemelo:helloandbye...

Shewalkedawayholdingherbag.

MaPhem:Phemelowhereareyoufrom?

Phemelostoppedinhertracks.

Phemelo:thelibrary.

RaPhem:apparentlyyoudidn’tcomehomeafter

school.

Phemelochuckledindisbelief.

Phemelo:Youdon’tcare...

MaPhem:andthat’snowaytospeaktoyourparents.

Phemelo:youhaveneverbeenthereforme.Ever...

RaPhem:wearealwaysbusy..

Phemelo:Thengobacktobeingbusy...I’llbeinmy

room.



Shewalkedawayastheycalledhername.

RaPhem:wearetakingyourphone..

Phemelo:pleasedoifitmakesyoufeelbetterabout

yourselves...

Withthatsheopenedherbedroom doorandshe

slammeditshut.Sheblinkedacoupleoftimesso

thatshewouldn’tcry.Shetookadeepbreathand

leanedagainstthedoor,shesliddownthedoorin

slowmotion.Why?

AtMarang’splace

AfterMaranghadfinallybathedhergrandmother

andwaitedforhertosleepshewenttoherroom and

sheconnectedherheadsetswhichonlyrangone

sidetothephone.Shewentthroughtheradio

stationsandshelaiddownonherbed.Woulditbe

badtodream thatshehadbeenbornintoanother

household?Obviouslysheadoredhergrandmother



butshewasn’texactlyhappyaboutherhome

situation.Notthatshewouldadmitittoanyone,

peopletendedtouseone’sweaknessestotheir

advantageandshedidn’twantthat.Herfavorite

songplayedontheradioandshesangalongtothe

song.Ifonlythewheeloflifecouldturntofavorher.

Ifonlylifewasthegameshecouldcontrolandplay

atherownfreewilltoherbestadvantage.

.

.

*

*

Anotheroneshortly



THEGAME

#7

Thefollowingday

AtMarang’splace

Marangcheckedonhergrandmotherasshepicked

upthedirtyclothesinhergrandmother’sroom.

Obviouslyshehadalwaysimmediatelywashedthe

soiledclothessoastoavoidaneminentsmellinthe

room.Thiswasthewomanwhohastakencareof

herforthelongesttime.Shewouldn’tdoitanyother

way.

Shewalkedtothebackofthehouseandfilledthe

metaltubsheusedforbathingwithwaterusinga

bucketandshewalkedtoherroom andgother



uniform andthediscoloredwhitesocks.She

should’vesoakedthem thedaybefore.Shesighed

andthrewtheclothesdown.Shesighed.Shehoped

hergrandmotherlivedlongenoughforhertoseeher

besuccessfulevenifithasnothingtodowith

academics.

Shebettergetbusywiththelaundry,shestillhasto

gotoschooltowaterhergardenandPhemelo’s

garden.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelofinallygotoutofbedandasshewalkedto

thedoor,thedooropenedandshewasfacetoface

withhermother.Shesighed.Sherubbedhereyes

yawning,sheneededtogetready.LastnightRaine

saidtheycangooutforicecream.Shehadnothing

todoathomemostespeciallywithherstuckup

parentswhoalwaysactedasifshewasnottheir

child.



MaPhem:whereareyougoing?

Phemelo:Ijustwokeup.Ihavetogotothebathroom.

Hermothermovedawayfrom thedoorawkwardly

asPhemelowalkedtothebathroom andclosedthe

door.Shesighedandlookedatherselfonthemirror.

Shewasnotabouttogothroughthisdrama.Not

hereandnow.Shehadtogetreadytogooutwith

Raine.Shespentalmostanhourinthebathroom

andafterherbathshewalkedbacktoherbedroom

whereshefoundherbedroom empty.ThankGod

therewerenotthere.

ShegotreadyandshedialedMarang’snumber.

Marangansweredaftertwominutes.

Marang:Phem…

Phemelo:hey…Iwasjustcheckingtoseeifyou

forgot.

Marang:Ihaven’t,kedirawashingatthemoment

okay?WhenI’m doneI’llgo.



Phemelo:thanksamillfriend.

Marang:sure.Ihavetogo.Bye.

Marangquicklyhungupandresumedwithher

washing,shewascookingtooforhergrandmother.

Afterthatshehadtomakebathwater.Thiswasher

life.

MeanwhilePhemeloworeherjeansthatshowedher

developinghipsandanicecroptopdisplayingher

flatstomach.Shetiedherrelaxedhairbackand

woreherglassesbeforespritzingtheperfume.

Obviouslytheyweregoingtotakephotosandmaybe

postthem onFacebook.Shewouldn’twantto

appearcrustyonthepictures.Shelookedather

smartphone.Whenwasthelasttimeshewason

Facebook?Shehadnoideabutshewillbeback

aftertheexamsmostprobably.

Shetookherbagandcountedthenotesshehad.As



muchasshehadearnedforherparents’lovethey

alwaysthrewmoneyherwaytocompensatefor

theirabsence.Moneysherarelyusedbutshewould

now.It’snotasifanythingwouldchange.

Shewalkedoutandmadeherwaytothelounge

whereshefoundhermotheronthecarpetwithalot

offilesandpapersinfrontofherwhileherfather

wasonthecouchgoingthroughafile.

Phemelo:I’m goingout…

Hermotherlookedupasshepushedherown

glasses.

MaPhem:it’saSunday.

Phemelo:andyouguysareworking…

MaPhem:wehaveacasetosolveandthisputsfood

inthetable..

Phemelo:exactly..I’llbebackbeforemycurfew..

ShewalkedoutandRaPhemelolookedathiswife



anddaughterbeforeheresumedwithwhathewas

doing.Sherarelywentouteventhoughtheyhadset

acurfewforher.Shewasalwayscoopedupinher

room.

MaPhemelo’slipsmovedinanattempttosay

somethingbutshejustkeptittoherselfandglanced

atherpapers.Theyhadtosolvethis,they’lldealwith

Phemelolater.

AtBlock3

Marang’sauntpushedherhairbackasshestoodup

andpushedherlittleblackdressdown.

Shewipedhermouthandlookedatherboss.

Man:yousaidinaweek.

Aunt:I’m workingonit.

Man:wedonothavetime.Thegirlsareshortandwe

needafreshyoungthing.

Marang:ofcoursesir..



Themanwiththescarlookedattheauntasshe

fixedherhair.Thelittlegirlwasfine.Aseriousscrub

andshewouldbeoneofthebestthingsforhis

clients.

Man:howoldisshe?

Aunt:15..

Man:oldenough..youcango.

Theauntwalkedoutandwalkedtothebedroom she

wasgivenbythisman.Thiswaswhatshedidto

surviveandofcourseshewaslying,shewasn’t

goingtomovehermotherbutitwouldn’thurttheold

ladytothinkthatshereallycared.Marangwas

nothingbutaliabilitywhenshecoulddosomething

tohelpoutathome.Shesighedasremovedher

shoesandwalkedtothebedroom.Shewashedoff

themakeupandstaredatherreflectioninthemirror.

Shepausedasshelookedathereyesthatwereso

similartoherlatesister’s.Sheshookherhead,

Marangwasoldenoughtohelpputfoodonthetable.



It’snotasifsheknewherfatherandhermotherwas

deadtoo.

Maybesheshouldcheckonthem againtoday.Buy

electricityasacover,getMarangtothinkaboutit.

AtMarang’splace

Marangshookhergrandmother.Sheshookherfora

fewtimesasherheartratepickedup.

Marang:Mmaiye!!!!Mmaiyeee!!

TheoldladycoughedandMarangheldherchest

withtearsinheralmondshapedhazelbrowns.

Marang:osharpomama?(shakyvoice)

Shefelltoherkneesandtouchedhergrandmother’s

forehead.Hertemperaturewasokay,shewas

breathingandthatwasallthatmattered.Theold

ladycoughedasshetriedtositupbutherwhole



bodywasaching.Shehadbeensoclose,soclose.

ShetouchedMarang’sheadandsmiledsadly.

Marang:Icanstayandmakesureyou’refine..

Granny:Shoshoyouseethattrunk?

SheshowedherthetrunkandMarangnodded.

Granny:thekeyisinthatwornoutbriefcase..openit.

Marangdidasshewastoldandshefoundthekey.

Sheopenedthetrunkandfoundacollectionof

booksandpictures.

Granny:thoseareyourmom’spicturesfrom when

shewasyoung.(Cough)shelookedalotlikeyou..

Maranglookedatthephotosandsheglancedatthe

contentsofthetrunk,itwasjustphotosandstuff

likethat.Shesmiledsadly.Itstillmeantsomething

toher.



Granny:comehere..

Shemadeherwaytoherandtheoldhandstouched

herfreshyounghands.

Granny:Iwantyoutobethebestanddoyourbestin

everythingyouputyourmindto.

Shenodded.

Granny:ShoshoIloveyouokay?

Marang:Iloveyoumore..

Granny:youcangotosch-school(cough)thegarden.

Marang:Icanstaywithyou..

Granny:It’sokay..Go.

Marangstoodupandkissedhercheekandwalked

outholdingbacktears.Shewasn’tgoingtobelong.

Shewalkedtotheotherroom andworeherflipflops.

Shewasn’tevengoingtobelongtoday.Itwasstill



aroundmiddaysoby3pm shewouldbeback.

Shetookhersmallphoneandlockedbothdoors.

Marangsuckedinadeepbreathandstartedwalking.

Thesunwasstrongandshewassureshewasgoing

togetmoredarktoday.

AsMarangwalkedshetriednottothinkabouther

grandmother.Shewasgoingtoliveandbeokay,she

shouldhavehoperight?Hopehasneverkilled

anyonesoitwouldn’thurttohavethattinybitof

hopethathergrandmotherwillbealive,welland

kicking.

AtMilkylane

PhemelopoutedasRainesnappedmoreselfies.

Raine:you’resoprettyMelo,I’m sureyouhavea

boyfriend?



Phemelochokedonhermilkshakeandleanedback

coughing.

Phemelo:whywouldyouthinksuch?

Raine:youdon’thaveone?

Phemelo:Neverhadone…

Raine:tellmeyou’rekidding?(raisinganeyebrow)

Phemelo:Iam not…

Raine:B-butyou’re16..

Phemeloshruggedanddrankhermilkshakeas

RaineupdatedherWhatsAppstatus.Phemelo

pickedherphoneandwentthroughthestatuses.

Phemelo:welookprettybathong…

Raine:Wedo..afterthisweneedfood.

Phemelo:foodisanecessity..(laughing)

Theyclinkedtheirmilkshakeglassesastheystarted

talkingaboutrandom things.



Atschool

Marangwasdonewateringandasshewasbythe

schoolgate,herheartstartedpumpingfastasshe

sawadog.Shewasn’tsurewhatbreeditwasbutit

hadabigmouthandlookedscary.Shehateddogs.

Shewalkedslowlyasthedogwalkedforward.Why

didn’ttheyclosethegate?Theserichpeoplelike

makinglifetoughforsomeofthem.

Shewalkedslowlystilllookingatthedogthatwas

lookingather.Itstartedbarkingandsheyelped.She

wantedtorunforherlife.Likereallyrunasfarasher

shortlegscouldtakeher.

Thedogstartedrunningtowardsherandshelostit

andscreamedrunning.Thedogbarkedferociously

ather.

Marang:mamaweee!Iyoooooo



Sheranandturnedtofindthedogonhertrail,like

reallynearherleg.Tearsfilledhereyesasshe

screamedforhelp.

Marang:bathongthusang!!!Etlontomamma

weeeee!(screaming)

Whenshethoughtshehadlostitandstopped,she

feltteethgointoherlegandshecriedsomemore…

MeanwhileJoshuahadbeenignoringthescreams

hehadbeenhearingandheheardaloudone.

Hegotupfrom thecouchandthegatewasopen,his

fatherprobablydidn’tcloseitwhenhewenttoget

theotherdog.HelookedaroundforDaphnethePit

bullbutdidn’tfindit.

Joshua:shit!

Hewalkedoutandlookedaheadandsawthedog

withanunfamiliarfigure..

Joshua:shit!shit!



THEGAME

#8

AtJoshua’sstreets

TearsblindedMarangasthedogfinallystopped

seethingandshelookedatherleg,ithadbittenher.

Throughblurrytearsshecouldseeafigure

approachingbutasshelookedatherleg,shesaw

blood..

Thefigurecamecloseandshesworesheheardthe

personcurseunderhisbreath.Tearsrandownher

pinkcheeks,herlegfeltexposedandshecouldfeel

thewarm airhitherexposedflesh,shetriedtomove

herlegandshecreamedthroughthetears.Joshua

cursedyetagain,sheneededstitchesanditlooked

bad.

Joshua:Hey..Canyoumoveyourleg?



HecursedagainasMarangtriedtoprocesshis

voice.Itwasadifferentkindofdeep,notlikeher

maleteachersdeepbutsomethingforeign.His

Englishalsohadanaccent.Shewasgoingto

embarrassherself,sheshouldtrytogetupandlimp

backhome.Shetouchedtheroadandtriedtomove

buthelpedinpain.

Joshua:Iwouldn’tdothatifIwasyou..Wago

ithonkgela..

Marang:It’sokay..

Joshua:noit’snot..

Hecouldseeshewasinpain.Helookedaroundand

thedogwasnear,obviouslyitwon’tcomenearher

becausehewasaround.

Joshua:Letmedothis…

Hebentdownandgentlypickedherupfrom theside

oftheroadasshecriedhereyeballsout.Hedidn’t

knowhowtocomfortheranditwastheirfaultfor

notclosingthegate.Nowaninnocentwasinjured



andmostprobablyshewillhavethisphobiafordogs

becauseonehadbittenherwhenshewasgrowing

up.Helookedatherfaceandhecouldseethe

pimplesspreadacrossherfaceandhowredher

cheekswere.Helookedathershortlegsandcould

seethebloodfrom herlegonhiswhitet-shirtand

herleg.Itwasbadandhehadtotakehertothe

hospital.

HeheldheragainsthischestandMarangfinally

realizedshewasinhisarmsandtheyseemed

strong.Shewipedhertearsthoughherleghurtand

wascurrentlybleeding.

Marang:I’llwa-walk...(shakyvoice)

Joshuapaused.Shehadasweetandchildishvoice

ifhecanputitassuch.Maranglookedatthe

strangerwithredeyes.HewasbeingaGood

Samaritanandsheappreciatedthatbuthedidn’t

evenhavetodothisatall.

Joshua:You’rehurtandyou’llstrainyourleg.Isaid

that..



Marang’slipspartedinanattempttosaysomething

butshekeptquietJoshuasilentlywalkedtowards

theirhousewiththepitbullwalkingbehindthem.He

brokethesilence.

Joshua:SorryaboutDaphne…

Marang’sbrowsfurrowedinconfusion.Whowas

Daphne?

Marang:D-Daphnekemang?

Joshua:oh…thepitbull,it’snewandwewere

careless,weforgot.

Marangfeltstupid.Ofcoursepeoplegavedogs

names.Justbecauseshehatedthedespicable

creaturesdidn’tmeanthatthereweren’tother

peoplewhoadoredthebeasts.Lookatherleg.Her

eyeswenttoherlegandshecringed.Woulditbe

alright?

Marang:I’lltrytowalk…I’m sureit’snothingandwill

healinafewdays.

Joshua:Youneedstitchesandsomeshots,thedogs

weren’tvaccinatedasofyet,sojusttobeonthe



safeside…

Marangclosedhereyesastearsfellonceagain

downhercheeks.Thiswasalltoomuch,she

could’veavoidedsuchbyjuststayingathomewith

hergrandmother.Speakingofhergrandmother,this

wasgoingtodelayhertoherjourneyhome.She

rubbedherchestastheywalkedthroughtheopen

gateandhedogfollowedasifitdidn’tjustbitea

humanbeing.Joshuawalkedinsidethehousewith

thelittlegirlinhisarmsandhismotherlookedup.

MaJosh:wh-whathappened?(shocked)

Shenoticedthebleedinglegandthebloodthatwas

smearedonJoshua’swhitet-shirt.

Joshua:Daphne…Seeletso?

Seeletsomadeherwaytothelounge.

Seeletso:what?

Joshua:closethegate..



SeeletsolookedatthesmallbodyinJoshua’sarms

andhereyeswenttoherlegandshegasped.

Seeletso:didthatmuttdothat?

Joshua:yes..

Seeletso:thisisbad..

Joshua:CanIhaveyourcarkeys?

MaJosh:Wearereallysorry…

ShepausedandlookedatMarangwhoseeyeswere

tryingtoshutclose,everythingwasblurryandwas

appearingindoublesandtriples.Hereyesshutclose

andJoshualookedather.

Joshua:theshock,losingsomebloodandshewas

crying.Shewillbefine.Ineedtotakehertothe

hospital.

MaJosh:bathong,weshouldalsoaskforher

parentsnumbertoapologize.Kanait’sourfaultthe

dogbither,ifwehadclosedthegateallofthis

could’vebeenavoided..



Joshua:I’lltakehertothehospital..

MaJosh:shouldIgowithyouguys?

Joshua:youcantellfatherwhathappened…

Hismotherhandedhim thekeysandhewalkedout

withthelittlegirlpassedoutinhisarms.He

unlockedthecarandcalledSeeletsooncemore.

Joshua:ntlelekobo(getmeablanket)

Seeletsolookedatthegirl.Shelookedlikea12year

old.Thedogsprobablytraumatizedthelittlegirland

tothinktheyhadignoredthescreamsthinkingitwas

somethingelse.Thatwenttoshowhowignorant

theywere.

MinuteslateSeeletsocamewiththeblanketand

Joshuaaskedhertolayitdownattheback.Shedid

ashesaidandhelaidthelittlegirldown,smoothing

downherskirtandclosedthedoor.

Joshua:I’llbeback..



SeeletsonoddedasJoshuastartedthecar.Seeletso

bitherlowerlip,waitingforthecartobeoutofthe

yardbeforeshemadesureDaphnewasintheyard

andsheclosedthegate.Ithasnotbeenoveraweek

sincetheyhaveownedadogandnowthis.Wasn’t

thisasignfrom thegodstonotgetdogs.

Meanwhileinthecar,Joshuasentaquickmessage

tohisdadandheplacedhisphonedown.Helooked

atthebackwonderinghowoldshewas.Shelooked

likea12yearoldandtheyjustagavethepoorchild

onethingtofearallherlife.Hewasadoctorin

trainingofcourseheknewshewasn’tdead,shewill

beokayandtheyhadtomakesureshewas.

Attown

PhemelolaughedatsomethingthatRainesaidas

theywalkedtowardsthetaxirank.

Raine:you’lltalktoyourfriend?AboutSaturday?



Phemelo:Iwill...

Sheglancedatherwristwatch.Anhourbeforeher

curfew.

Phemelo:IhavetodashRaineyRaine...

Theysharedahug.

Raine:SeeyouonSaturdayandcallmewhenyou

arrivehomesafely.

Phemelo:youdothesame.

Raine:Iwill...Youstillliveatthesameplace?

Phemelo:Don’tthinkaboutit..

Raineshruggedwithalittlesmileonherface.

Phemelo:byelove..

RainelethergoasPhemelogotinsidethetaxiand

dialedMarang’snumber.Itrangunansweredfora

whilebeforeitwasanswered.



Voice:Hello...

Phemelowentsilent.

Voice:Hello?

Shequicklyhungupandcheckedifshehasdialed

therightnumber.ItwasMarang’snumberalright.

Sheleanedbackontheseatandfixedherseatbelt,

waitingforthetaxitobefullbeforeitfinallystarted

moving.

Atthehospital

Joshuaheldthephonethatlookedmorelikeatoyin

hishand.Whenwasthelasttimeheheldatiny

phonelikethat?

Hewaitedintheroom asthelittlegirlfinallywokeup.

Sheheldthesheetstightwithalarm inhereyes.He

understood,shewasinadifferentenvironmentand



probablyneededherparentsherewithhertohold

herhandthroughitall.

ItfinallysunkinforMarangandsherelaxedatinybit.

Joshua:Idon’tknowyourname..

Marang:Marang..

Joshua:Howoldareyou?ShouldIcallyourparents?

Marang:Ke15..

Joshua:huh..

Marang:15yearsold...andit’sokay,Ilivewithmy

grandmother,kekamotsenyastress,sheis

bedridden.Gatweyaloakere?

Joshuasilentlynodded.

Thedoctoropenedthedoor.

Doctor:Wellwe’llmakethisquickandthankyoufor

bringingherassoonasyoucan.

JoshuanoddedyetagainasMarangtappedthe

tablebyherbedsideasthedoctorspoke.Joshua



quietlyobservedherbehaviorandoncethedoctor

wasdone,herealizedshehadn’tbeenlistening.

Thedoctorwalkedouttogethisthings.Marang

lookedatherlegandithadbeenbandaged.Shewas

okay,theyshouldtakeherhome.

Joshua:didyouhearthedoctor?

Marang:huh?Uh...Ithinkso..

shesaidasshetappedthetablehummingbefore

sherubbedhertemples.

Marang:tlhogoyameyaopa(Ihaveaheadache)

Joshua:they’llgiveyousomethingforthat..

Marang:Pills?

Joshua:yes..

Shesighed.Shehatedpillsingeneral.Thedoctor

camebackandshesawwhatwasonhistray.Her



eyeswidenedandshelookedatJoshua.Shedidn’t

knowhisnamebutwhy?

Doctor:Thiswillhurtabit..

Shemovedbackagainstthebed.

Marang:uhm...canIthinkaboutit?

Doctor:wehavetodothisbeforetheendoftheday,I

wantyoutositstill..

Joshuamovedtoherbedsideandhecouldseethe

fearbuildingupinherashereyesshonewith

unshedtears.

Marang:Theywon’thurtme?

Joshua:itwillhurt,staystrong...

How?Herdaywasgettingworseeachmoment.He

silentlyheldhersmallhandinhisandshesqueezed

hisasthedoctorfinallyremovedthebandageover

thewoundthathadbeencleaned.Thedogmustbe

averystrongoneorithadkeptit’steethinherlegto



havecreatedsuchdeeplacerations.Itneededjust

twoorthreestitchesthough.

Doctor:justtwoorthree..

Shenodded.Theneedleprickedherskinandshe

whimperedinpain,herlittlehandholdingontoher

saviour’shand.Inlessthantwominutesthedoctor

wasdone.

Doctor:see?

MarangletgoofJoshua’shandandwipedhertears

asthedoctorfixedtheinjectionneedle.

Herchestconstrictedashergazefellontheneedle.

Shedetestedthose.Sheheldhishandagainmuch

moretighter,hedidn’tsayanythingbutjustheldher

hand.

Doctor:youhavetenmoreshotstogeteachday,

beingbittenbyadog.

Marangfailedtosaysomething,tenmoreneedles

goingintoherskin?

Shewatchedthedoctorwipeasmallareaonherleg



nexttoherwoundsandshelookedatthehandsome

stranger.Handsome?Whendidshecometothat

conclusion?Astheneedlesunkintoherskinshebit

herliphardfightingthetearsthatstillrolleddown

hercheeks.

Doctor:alldone,Icanbandageitfornow,makesure

tocomeeveryday..

Hestartedtodressthewoundandwrappeditina

cleanbandageandwalkedout.Joshualookedatthe

littlegirlonceagainandheheldbacktheurgeto

wipehertears,heletgoofherhandandslippedhis

handsintohisjeans.

Joshua:Youdidgreat.You’rescaredofneedles?

Marangnoddedassheclosedhereyes.The

headachewouldn’tgoaway.Sheclosedhereyes

againforthesecondtimethatday.

.

.



THEGAME

#9

Atthehospital

Joshuacheckedhiswatchanditwasafewminutes

aftersix.Theinjectionreallytookherout.Heheld

thepillsthedoctorhadprescribed.Ofcoursehis

familywillcoverthemedicalcosts,itwasalltheir

faultthatthislittlegirlwasherestuckinthisplace.

Hequietlyobservedher,ifyoucouldoverlookthe

pimplesmarringherfaceyoucouldseethatshewas

beautifulevenwithhershorthair,hestaredatheras

herfulleyelashesmovedupandhereyesfluttered

open.Hereyeswereswollenasshetriedtositup

rightandsherubbedhereyes.

Marang:Kenakomang?(what’sthetime)

Joshua:pastsix.

Marang:oh...Ishouldbehome..



Joshua:letmehelpyou,theybroughtcrutchestoo..

Marang:I’llhavetousethem?

Joshua:Yes...

Shesighedasshepulledthethinsheetbackand

lookedatherleg,hergarden.Itwasoneofthe

thingsshewasdoingwellinschoolotherthanart.

Joshuastoodupandslippedhishandsunderneath

herlegspickingherup.

Joshua:I’llletyoudownslowlyandtrytobalance

withonelegokay?

Marang:okay..

Hedidjustthatandgrabbedthecrutches,helping

herholdthem.

Joshua:Trytowalk.Makeitasslowaspossible.

Marangheldthecrutchestightlytryingtowalkwith

them.Itfeltalientohertohavetowalkwithsticks.

Howwillshetakecareofhergrandmother?Willshe

beabletowashthelaundryorevenhelpher



grandmotherbathandgetoutofbed?

Marang:Ineedtogohome..

Joshua:Iknow.Thedoctorbroughtthesepillsand

youhavetotakethem aspertheinstructions.

Marangnoddedasshemadeherwaytothedoor.

Marang:rekatsamaya(wecango)

Joshuawalkedtothedoorandopeneditforher,

Marangwalkedout.Thesecrutchesfeltweirdand

shedidn’tknowhowshewasgoingtoadjustto

them.

Joshuawalkedcloselybyhersideashesignedher

out.Okayhemadethem treatherundertheruse

thatshewashiscousin.Itwasn’tthathard.

Joshua:Howdoesitfeel?

Marang:weird...(pausing)Didyoutellmeyourname?



Joshua:Joshua...

Marang:Joshuawho?

Joshua:JoshuaColton..

Thatwasfancy.

Marang:You’retakingmehomeakere?

Joshua:Directmethere..

Heopenedthecardoorforherandtookthe

crutches,helpedhersitdownandplacedthe

crutchesatthebackofthecar.Heclosedthedoor

andwalkedtohissideofthecar.Hestartedthe

ignitionasMarangfacedtheotherway,shewatched

theskyturndark,itwaswintertimehencenight

cameearlier.ShehummedasJoshuastartedthe

car.Joshuatooknoteofhebehaviorasheswitched

thespeakeronandconnectedhisphonetoit.He

playedarandom songandMarangfacedhim asshe

rememberedthesong,shehearditacoupleoftimes

ontheradiousinghersmallphone.Speakingofher

phoneshesearchedherpocketsandlookedat



Joshua.

Marang:Haveyouseenmyphone?

Joshuahandedittoherandsheplaceditonherlap.

Sherubbedthebackofherneckasshelookedat

him.

Marang:Thesongisreallynice,canyoustartitover?

Joshuadidthatashereversedoutoftheparking

spaceasMarangsoftlysangalong.Hedrovesilently

forafewminuteslisteningtohersweetvoicebefore

heinterruptedher.

Joshua:OnnaMae?(wheredoyoulive?)

Marang:Block1

Joshuaknewtheneighborhood,heguessed.Shewill

directhim totherighthouse.

AtMarang’splace



Theauntwasgettingimpatientasshemadesmall

talkwithhermother.WherewasMarang?

ApparentlyhermothersaidMarangwasgoingto

waterthegardens.ShealwaysknewMarangwasa

littlebitch,wherewasshe?Itwasalreadylate.Her

motherwascoughingwhenacar’sfrontlights

flashedandshetouchedhermother’shandasshe

stoodup.Amangooutofthecar,plainlyignoring

thecarshehadcomein.Thesamemanshehad

comewiththelasttime.OfcourseMarangwasto

agree,shewasalreadysleepingaround,what

differencewoulditmakeifshewoulddoitfor

moneynow?

Themangotinsidethecaranddroveinsidetheyard.

ShetooknoteofthefancyblackMercedesBenz.

MeanwhileinsidethecarJoshualookedatMarang.

Joshua:Givemeyournumber..



HehandedherhisphoneandMaranghelditlike

delicateglass.Itlookedsoexpensive,ifshebrokeit

shewon’tbeabletofixit.

Marang:KetobetsahaKate?(whereshouldIpress?)

Joshuawenttothekeypadandhandeditbacktoher.

Shepressedthebuttonsandgavehim backhis

phone.

Joshua:Letmehelpyououtandapologize.Youwalk

toschool?

Marang:Yes..

Joshua:Letsenanakomang?(whattimedoesschool

start?)

Marang:it’sokay,I’llwalk...

Joshua:Youareinnopositiontowalk...

Maranglookedathim.Therewasnoneedtoargue

withhim.Hegotoutfirstandheactedindifferentas

hiseyesscannedwhereshelived.Hewasn’tthe

typetomakeothersuncomfortable.



Hegotthecrutchesandopenedthedoorforher,she

heldthecrutchesandheheldherslenderwaistas

shetriedtostandupright.Shefoundherbalance

andmadeherwaytothehouseasJoshuafollowed

behindholdingherpills.Whenshefinallyreached

hergrandmother’sroom shesawherauntwho

snidelylookedatherbutsheplasteredafakesmile

lookingatJoshua.

Aunt:Marangweweresoworriedaboutyou,what

happened?

Marangcringedhearingthefakenessinhervoice.

Joshua:Iwouldliketoapologise,wehadletourdogs

outanditbither.Wearetakingcareofallthe

medicalcosts.

Aunt:areyouokaysweetie?

Marangnoddedastheauntmovedfrom thedoor

andshewalkedintohergrandmothersroom.

Marang:Mmaiyeareyouokay?Iwasbitbyadogbut

I’m okay.



Granny:whobroughtyouhere?

Marang:theowners..

Granny:CanIseethem?

Marangstuckherheadout.

Marang:mygrannywouldliketoseeyou..

Joshuawalkedinside.Heneverknewthatsome

peoplelivedthisway.Hehadnoidea.

Granny:youngman?

Joshua:ma?I’m Joshuaandonbehalfofmyparents

wearedeeplysorry.Letlareitshwarela,neresadire

kabomo.

Theoldladynoddedwithasmallsmile.

Granny:it’sokay,aslongassheisokay..

Joshua:ofcourse..



JoshuagaveMarangthepillsandhebidthem

farewell.Hegotinsidethecaranddroveout.The

auntquietlyobservedtillthecarwasoutofsightand

waitedforMarangtoheadtotheotherroom.

Shefollowedherandclosedthedoor.

Aunt:olebetenyanawenaakere?

Marang:mmangwanegalempuisesentle...

TheauntsnatchedoneofthecrutchesandMarang

lostbalanceandfelldownonthefloor.

Aunt:Whatdogbityou,whenyougetoutof

expensivecars.Gakemama,gakesematla...

Shehitthebandagedlegwiththecrutchafewtimes

andMarangscreamedinpain.

Aunt:Mxm...verysoonotlabeletaodiramadi...mxm!!



ShethrewitonthefloorandwalkedoutasMarang

bawledhereyesout.Ithurtandwhydiditfeelasif

thestitcheswerecomingundone?

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#10

AtMarang’splace

Marangwipedhertearswithlittlefistsassheheard

anengine.Herauntwasprobablyleavingandshe

hadnoideawhatshehaddoneforthewomanto

speaktoherlikethis.Sheglancedovertoheraching

legandsawaredspot.Moretearsfilledhereyes

andsherubbedthem beforetheycouldcascade

downhercheeks.Shetriedtomovebutitwas

excruciatinglypainfulforhertomoveherlegjustan

inchtogettothecrutches.Shebitherlowerlipand

criedinagonytryingtostandup.Theredspotgot

biggerandshewassureshewasbleeding

underneaththewhitebandages.Shegother

crutchesandbitherlowerliptillitwasredasshe

triedtostanduprighttobeabletobalanceherself

well.Itprovedtobedifficultandshethrewthe



crutchesdownandcrawledtillshereachedthewall.

Sheheldthewallforsupportandslowlystoodup

regardlessofthepain.Sheheldthewallforstability

withherinjuredlegliftedmidair.Shewalkedoutof

theroom andmadeherwaytohergrandmother’s

room.

Hergrandmotherweaklylookedather,sheheardher

cries.

Granny:a-areyouokay?

Marang:Ifelldownandhurtmyleg.ShouldImake

yousomethingtoeat?

Granny:I’m okay.Sitdown.

Marangsteadilymadeherwaytotheplasticchair

nexttohergrandmother’sbed.Shesatdownand

gentlyputherfootdown.Theredspotwasgetting

bigger.Shejustheldbacktearsandshookherhead.

Shewillhealandbeokay.Shelookedather

grandmotherwhocoughedviolentlyacoupleof



times.

Marang:Ishouldgetyouwater…

Granny:you’llhurtyourself..I’llbefine(coughing)

Marangstayedputasthecoughdieddownandher

grandmotherlookedather.

Granny:ShoshoIwantyoutoalwaystrytodoyour

bestokay?

Marangnodded.

Granny:you’reasmartgirl.Ijustknowit.Iloveyou.

Marang:Iloveyoumore.

Marangjustagreedwhensheknewshewasthe

exactoppositeofsmart,shesquirmedinherseatas

shesmiledsweetlyathergrandmother.

Oncehergrandmotherfellasleep,Maranglimped

outoftheroom andlockedthedoorassheheaded

totheroom shesleptin.Sheremovedthet-shirtshe

waswearing.Shesmeltitandsighed.Mostprobably



everyonewasbeingkindanddidn’tmentionthatshe

wasreekinginsweat.Sheheldthewallandslowly

satonthethinmattress.Shepushedherskirtdown

andpulledtheblanketsoverherhalfnakedbody.

Coldairhitherandsheknewshewasgoingtoget

warm throughoutthenight.Howshewasgoingto

getreadyforschooltomorrowwasbeyondher.

AtJoshua’sparents

AfterJoshuahadsettledthematterwithhisparents,

heheadedtohisroom andlaidonhisbackonthe

bed.Hehadknewthattherewerepeoplewhohadit

badinlifebutwhathesawatMarang’splacewas

toomuchfora15yearold.Ontopofthathenoticed

somethingoddaboutherbehavior,beingthedoctor

hewashewassurebutmaybeitcouldbe

somethingelse.

Thatneededmoreteststoberunonherandthe

poorchildwasalreadytraumatizedbytheeventsof

theday.Hegrabbedhisphoneandjustwentthrough



hissocialmedia.Heshouldsetanalarm andtake

hertoschool.Imaginewalkinglikethattoschool

andalsoforhersecondshot,shehadmore

injectionstogetandshehatedthem.Heplacedhis

phonebythebedlampandswitcheditoff,hiswhole

restingandfindingthatpeacethatonefindswhen

theyfallasleep.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelogiggledassherepliedmessages.She

checkedthetime.Shewon’tbelatethefollowing

morning,shecanbesureaboutthat.Shethoughtof

callingMarangbutmaybeshewasasleep.Orher

phonewasstolen?

Whowouldstealsuchacheapphonethough?No

offensebutwhowouldbecausetherewasnothing

there.Sheturnedonhersideasshetypedagain.Her

bedroom dooropenedandshequicklyflippedher

phoneandclosedhereyesfeigningsleep.Her



motherstoodthereforafewminutesbeforethe

doorclosedandtherewassilenceintheroom as

Phemelowaited.

Afterwhatseemedlikeawholelifetimesheopened

oneeyethentheother.Therewasnoone,she

pickedherphoneandrepliedtothetexts.Shehada

lifenow.Rainesentamessage.

Raine:sleep

Phemelo:Ican’t..

Raine:wehaveschooltomorrowdumbass..

Phemelo:whatever..

Raine:butsinceyou’reawake….canIcall?

Phemelostuckherheadoutoftheblankets.Itwas

safe.

Phemelo:yesbutIwillbewhispering.Theparents

dawg…

Raine:okay..



Phemelo’sphonerangimmediatelyandshe

answered.

Phemelo:hello(whispering)

Raine:SoIuploadourpicturesonmystatusMelo..

Phemelo:and?

Raine:Thereisthisguywhowaslikethatshawtyis

kindacuteandshit…

Phemelo:goon…

Raine:hewantsyourdials…

Phemelo:Uh..Idon’tdatethough…

Raine:Keleform 6…

Phemelo:yoh!TheAleveldudes?Thesmartones?

Raine:yes…

Phemelo:uh…Haish..Haishhewantsmynumber?

Raine:yesduh!You’repretty..

Phemelo:I’llthinkaboutitRaine.



Raine:okay.Iwon’tputpressureonyou..

Phemelo:Ithinkweshouldsleepnow.

Raine:suuure(giggling)

Phemelorolledhereyeschucklingandhungup.

ImmediatelyasshehungupRainesentfourphotos.

Raine: that’stheguyandhisFacebooknameand

IGhandlessis…night.

Phemeloclickedonthepicturesandwentthrough

them.Shesmiledalonelookingatthedimples.

Shewenttosearchhim uponFacebookandshe

nodded.Hewasdecent.Lies,thosedimplesmade

him lookcuteandstandout.Shewillsleeponit.No

hastydecisionsonherpart.



AtBlock3

Marang’sauntsatonthebed.Shejustgotangrythat

Marangwassteppingoutofafancycarthatshehad

neversteppedoutinherwholeadultlife.Shelooked

athercrackednailpolishandsighed.Shewill

apologisethenextday.Kidsneverholdgrudgesand

shewillsayitwasamistake.Shewillcoerceherto

dothis,forherbelovedgrandmother.Marangwould

doanythingforhergrandmother.

Thedooropenedandherbosswalkedin.

Man:howfar?

Sheswallowed.

Aunt:sheisalmostthere,yousawhergetoutofa

fancycar,obviouslythiswon’tbeaproblem..

Man:itwon’t...

Shelookedathim.ShehadusedMarangtoplead



forherowndebtsandlifeandshewasn’tguilty

aboutthat.Itwasadogeatdogworldoutthere.Her

bosshadseenMarangandhadlikedwhathehad

seen,obviouslyhetastedallthenewgirlsandher

dearniecewasalreadysleepingaround.This

wouldn’tbeaproblem.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#11

Thefollowingmorning

AtMarang’splace

Marangwokeuparoundfourwhenheralarm started

ringing.Shestretchedherarmsandpushedthe

blanketsaway.Shelookedatherlegandthewhole

bandagehadbloodonit.Shesighedasshelooked

aroundthedarkroom.Shehadtoboilsomewater

andtrytoironheruniform.Waitshedidn’tevenget

theclothesfrom thewashingline.Shegroanedas

shetriedtostandup,shecrawledtillshewasclose

tothewallandshepickedhercrutches.Shetriedher

besttobestableandsheunlockedthedoor.



Marangwalkedtothebackofthehousewhereshe

wasabletogetheroversizedschooltrousers,the

shirt,tieandthejerseythatwastornatit’sshins.

Shelimpedbacktothehouseandthrewtheclothes

onthebed.Shetookthebucketandlimpedback

outsidetogetwater.

Minuteslatershehaddoneherbesttoboilthewater

andshewasonherkneesassheconnectedtheiron

andstartedtoironoutheruniform onthebed.By

thetimeshewasdonethewaterwasboiling.She

hadtocreatespacetofitinthemetaltublikeshe

alwaysdid.Thisinjurywasamajordrawbackonher

partandshehatedthatshewasstrugglingandher

legwashurting.Thiswasallahassle,maybeshe

shouldn’tgotoschooltoday.Thatwouldgiveher

timetojustliedownandnotstrainherleg.

AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuarubbedhisfaceasheheadedtothe



bathroom tofreshenup.Itwasalittleafter5andhe

couldhearSeeletso’sveryhorriblesingingvoicethis

earlymorning.AtleastMaranghadasaccharine

voicethatwassoothing,hewassureshewouldbe

gettingreadyforschoolandhewasgoingtotake

herhomeandafterschooltakehertothehospital

forhershot.

Halfanhourelapsedandheheadedtothekitchen.

Whatifshedidn’teatanything?Hedidn’tfind

anythingsuitableforeatingwhereshelivedevenif

hewasintheroom forafewminutes.Heopened

thefridgeandtookoutafewfruitsandyoghurt.That

woulddoforbreakfastright?

Seeletsowalkedinsidethekitchenasshegother

lunchboxfrom thetopshelf.

Seeletso:morning.

Joshua:morning...

Seeletso:whyareyouupthisearly?



Joshua:Ihaveafewthingstotakecareof..

Helookedattheitemsinhishandsandwalkedout

leavingSeeletsotheretoaskherselfquestions.

MeanwhileJoshuagrabbedthecarkeysandwalked

out.Hewassureshewasstillgettingreadyfor

school.

Oncehewasinthecar,helookedatthebackand

gotouttogettheblanket,itneededagoodwash.He

camebackemptyhandedandfinallystartedthecar.

HewassureherememberedwhereMaranglived.

ThegateopenedandSeeletsowavedasshe

watchedthecarreverseoutoftheyard.Hedidn’t

evenoffertotakehertoschool.

Meanwhileintheparents’room MmaJoshlain

awakeassheturnedtogazeatherhusband.She

wassurehewascheatingonherbutwhy?Shedid

everythingright,whatwasshelacking?



Shegotoutofbedandheadedtothebathroom

whereshesplashedwateronherface.Sheneeded

tobreathe.Shewalkedoutandchangedclothes,

maybesheshouldtellthetaximannottotakeherto

schoolthismorning.

Shegrabbedhersleepinghusband’scarkeysand

herphone.Shedialedthetaximanasshewalkedto

thelounge.

MaJosh:morning,I’lltakeSeeletsotoschoolthis

morning..(pause)You’llpickherupafterschool.

Haveagreatday.

Sheheldherhipasherdaughteratehercerealwhile

watchingtelevision.

MaJosh:I’m takingyoutoschoolthismorning..

Seeletso:It’snotyettimemom...

MaJosh:It’safewminutestosix.



Seeletso:exactly...we’llleaveatquarterpastsix,

please!

MaJosh:You’llfindmeinthecarwhenyou’redone.

Seeletso:Iloveyoutoo...

Hermothersmiledassheunlockedthecarandgot

inside,shelookedaroundandsheopenedthesmall

compartments.Shesawaboxofcondomsandshe

heldbacktearsassheclosedthem.Shedidn’tknow

whyshewashurtingherselflikethis.Wasitbecause

shedecidedtobeafulltimemom insteadof

practicinghermarketingdegree?Itwasnotasifshe

wasdumb.Sheleanedbackandclosedhereyes

waitingforSeeletso.

AtMarang’splace

Marangsatonthebedassheremovedthewet

plasticfrom herleg.Shehadcoveredherbandage

withplastictoavoidwaterwettingitandmakingit



worse.Sheheardthegateopenandoninstinctshe

triedtostandupbutshehurtherselfandshebither

lowerlipwithtearsinhereyes.Itseemedasifher

aunthadmadeitworseforher.Sheextendedher

handtogetthebigVaselineandappliedittoher

body.Sheappliedsometoherfaceandshewore

herpanties.Theywereabitloosebutnobodysaw

thatsoitwasokay.Shepulledheruniform andgot

dressed.Shedelicatelyworehertrousersandonce

shewasdoneshecrawledtothewallandheld

herselfagainstitholdingthecrutches.Sheopened

thedoorandsawthefamiliarcar.Hegotoutwith

hishandsinhispockets.

Joshua:Morning,areyoudone?

Marang:Uhm..

Joshuawalkedtowardsherandfrownedseeingthe

redbandage.Shewasbleeding.

Joshua:Whathappened?

Marang:Ifellyesterday...

Hebentdowntoquietlyobserveherbandagedleg

andhelditinhishand.Marangwinced.



Joshua:sorry..itneedstogetcheckedoutrightaway

beforewehavetodealwithaninfection.

Marang:okay.Ihaven’tpackedmyschoolbagandI

didn’tmakefoodformygrandmother.

Joshualookedatherconfused.

Joshua:whereistheladywhowashereyesterday?

Marang:myauntdoesnotlivewithus...

Joshua:You’regoingtobelate.

Marangshrugged.Shewasalwayslatesoitwas

nothingnew.

Marang:Youcango,I’llwalkafterI’m done.

Joshua:Didyoutakeyourpillslastnight?

Shelookedattheground.

Joshua:Marangyou’rehonestlybeingcarelesswith

yourhealth...

Marang:IforgotandIhatepills.Letmegetmythings

rea-

Heheldhersmallhandandpickedherup,she



couldn’texactlykickbecauseofherleg.

Heopenedthepassengerdoorandplacedheron

theseat.

Joshua:EatthosewhileIgetthefirstaidkitfrom the

bootandseewhatIcandowithyourleg.

Marang:b-

Joshua:Marangkemotonamogowena,ja..(Marang,

I’m olderthanyou,eat)

Marang:Eerra..

Hesmiledasshereluctantlypickedthefruits.

Marangdidn’tknowwhichonetostartwith,he

honestlydidn’thavetodothis.Theyapologizedfor

thedogbite,itwasokay.

Shepeeledthebananaandtookabitefrom it,some

oftheluxuriestheydidn’thavehereathome.Joshua

camebackwithafirstaidkitandbentdownasshe

openedthebox.Hegottheglovesandworethem.

Hegentlystartedtoundoherbandage.

Joshua:Whendidthishappen?



Marang:uhm afewhourslaterafteryoudroppedme

off.

Joshua:areyousureyoufell?Thestitchesare

undone..

Marangbitintothebananaoncemoreandlookedat

him withthebananainhiermouth.Joshuaaverted

hiseyes.Shewasachildeatingamerebanana.He

startedcleaningitalloveragainasMarangwinced,

ithurt.

Joshua:Areyoufull?

Marangnodded.

Joshua:youhadasinglebanana..

Helookedatherandshepickedanotherfooditem.

Joshua:spoonsesomewheregonehoo..

Shepickeditupandopenedtheyoghurtashe

openedafreshrollofbandage...

Hisphonerangandshepickedituphandingitto

him.Hedeclinedthecallandthrewitattheback.



Joshua:Almostdone...butyouneedtogetfresh

stitches,I’llshowyoulatergoreogatisajangand

howtowrapthebandageautwe?

Marang:Eerra..

Shestoppedeatingandwipedhermouth.Maybe

sheshouldleavesomeforhergrandmotherandthat

wayshewon’tbetoolateforschool.

Marang:Letmecheckonmygrandmother,isitokay

Igivehersomeofthis?

Joshuanodded.Hepickedherup,suchalightweight.

Marang:Iwon’tbelong,justafewminutesthenI’ll

packmybooks.Stillfine?

Joshua:Takeyourpillsfirstbeforeyouforget.

Heplacedherdownandhandedherthecrutches

andshelimpedintotheroom shesleptit.Shefound

theplasticthathadpillsandshecheckedthetime

onherphone.Marangfrownedseeingthemissed

from Phemelo.Soearlyinthemorningthough.She



attemptedtoclosethedoorbutthefigurebythe

doormadeitimpossible.

Joshuatookitallin.

Joshua:Wheredidyousayyourbooksare?

Marang:It’sfine.Sorryforthemess,Iwastoclean

afterwateringthegardenatschoolb-

Joshua:It’sokay...Waattendereng?

Marangtriedtorememberhertimetable.Shealways

forgotit.

Marang:Ihaveitsomewhere...

Joshuatooknoteofthatobservationtoo.Marang

lookedaroundandfoundit.

Shelimpedtoitandreadthepaperthatwaspasted

onthepeelingpaintwall.

Marang:IhaveScience,Maths,Art,Socialstudiesle

Agriculture...



Joshualookedforthebooksandheopenedthem,

thenoteswereincomplete.Almostallofthem,at

thispointhewas80%surehissuspicionswere

correct.

Marang:Artmyportfolio,kegoneakere?It’sat

school..

Joshua:Done..I’llputthisinthecar.

Shenoddedandlimpedoutafterhim.Sheunlocked

hergrandmother’sroom andsatontheplasticchair

byherbedside.

Marang:Mmaiye!Morning...

Sheshockherbutnothing.Sheshookheragainthis

timehalfscreaminghalfcrying...

ThedooropenedandMaranglookedathim.Hewas

moreofastrangerbuthewashere...

Marang:sheisn’tmoving..



Hecheckedtheoldwoman’spulseandher

heartbeatthenlookedatMarang.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#12

AtMarang’splace

Joshuashookhisheadasmoretearsstreamed

downMarang’spimpledface.

Joshua:Thereisnoheartbeatorpulse.I’m sorry.

Marangcoveredherfacewithhersmallhandsand

walkedlikealittlebabyasJoshuadialedforan

ambulance.Oncetheyconfirmedthattheywereon

theirway,hecoveredtheoldwoman’sfacewiththe

blanketsandhelookedatMarangwhowassobbing.

Hehelpedherupasshetriedtowipehertearsbut

morecontinuedtofalldownhercheeks.

Joshua:Marang?



Sherubbedhereyes,herchesthurtsomuch.What

wasshegoingtodoatthispoint?Joshuahelpedher

upandpulledhersmallbodyintohisasshecried

intohischest.

Joshuasighed.Shemust’vebeenreallyclosewith

hergrandmother.

Joshua:Itwillbeokay..

Shejustcontinuedcrying.Heledheroutasshe

limped.Hecouldseethiswastoomuchfora

teenagegirlespeciallyonethathadherwholelifeof

aheadofher

Joshua:Doyouneedwater?

Shesniffedandhesighed.Heshouldn’tevengetso

investedinthisyounggirl’slife,hewaseightyears

olderthanher,shewasevenyoungerthanSeeletso.

Joshua:Marang?WhoshouldIcall?

Hedidnotknowwhattosayhonestlytoherashe

rubbedherback.Therewasnowayshewasgoing



togotoschoolatthispoint.Shecouldn’tstopcrying

andhejustcomfortedherashewaitedforthe

ambulancetoshowup.Therewasnothingthatcan

bedoneifthegrandmotherisgone.

Atschool

Phemelokepthereyesonthedoorhopingtosee

Marangwalkinbutthebellrangfortheendofthe

morningstudy.Shesighed.Marangwasalwayslate

butnotthislate.Shewasworriedaboutheratthis

point,whatwaswrong?

Theclassteacherwalkedinandlookedaround.He

spottedthatoneofhisstudentswasabsent.

Teacher:Morningclass,whereisMarang?

EveryonelookedatPhemelo.Shehonestlyhadno

idea.Shekeptquietasthemonitorhandedthe

teacherthepinkbookandhesigneditbeforethe



studentswalkedoutfortheirusualMondaymorning

assembly.PhemelocouldonlyhopethatMarang

wouldcometoschooltoday,itwassounlikeherto

skipschoolevenifshedidn’ttakeitthatseriously

butitwassounusual.

AtMarang’splace

Theambulancetookthebodyasshewatched.

Joshuawastheonewhospoketothem andhe

lookedatMarangwhowasnowpale.The

paramedicsgotinsidethecaranddroveoff.

Joshua:WhoshouldIcall?

Marangcouldn’tform anywords.Callingsomeone

meantthatitwasreallytrue.Hergrandmotherwas

gone,wasshegoingtostayalone?Howwouldshe

survive?Wasshegoingtobethosekidsthatdidn’t

havearoofovertheirheads?

FattearsrolleddownhereyesandJoshuajustheld



heragain.Shecriedsomemoreasmoretearswet

hist-shirt.Shewastooyoungforallofthis.

.

.

*

*



THEGAME

#13

AtMarang’splace

Marangfinallystoppedcryingandshelookedat

Joshuawithredrimmedeyes,herubbedhertears

withwithhisthumbandletoutasigh.

Joshua:IsthereanyoneIshouldcall?

Marang’ssmallheartshatteredalloveragain,she

wasn’tevenclosewithheraunt.Shedidn’tlikethat

womanandtothinksheishermother’ssisterwas

somewhatappalling.Standinglikethisputstrainon

herlegandsheheldontightlyontohim andheled

hertothecarwhereshewasguidedonwheretosit.

Joshua:Doyouhaveyouraunt’snumber?

Sadlyshedidandshewastheonlyadultwhowas



herfamily.Notthatshecaredabouttherebut

wouldn’titbebetterthatheraunttakescareofthe

funeralarrangementsandshewillfendforherself

onceit’sover.

Marang:Pho-phone..

Joshuanoddedandlookedatheronce,twicebefore

hewalkedtothesmallroom wherehelooked

aroundandfoundhersmallphoneonthebed.He

pickeditupandheldthesmallthinginhishand.He

closedallthedoorsandheadedtothecar.Hegot

insideandheclosedthedoor.

Joshua:What’shercontactname?

Marang:Mom’ssister..

Hescrolledthroughhercontactsandfoundthe

name.Hegrabbedhisphoneandpressedthe

buttonsonhisphone.Herangtheauntup.The

phonerangunansweredforafewminutesbeforeit

wasanswered.



Aunt:Hello..

Joshua:Hi,am IspeakingtoMarang’saunt?

Aunt:Yes!Yes!What’shappening?Isshefine?Who

am Italkingto?

Joshua:Thepersonwhobroughtheryesterday..

Aunt:oooh!Joshuaright?

Joshua:Correct.I’m withMarang..

Aunt:Ma-rang?Isn’tshesupposedtobeinschool?

Joshua:Thatbringsmetothereasonforthat.

Theauntpretendedtobereallyinterestedjustfor

thesakeofthismanwhocalled.Marangnotin

school?Shewasn’tevensmartsomaybeshe

realizedthyschoolwasn’timportanttoher.

Joshua:Hergrandmotherjustpassedonthis

morning..

Shepaused.Hermotherpassedaway?

Aunt:Shewhat?(shocked)

Joshua:Anambulancecame,eileNyangabwe



Hospital.

Aunt:I’m onmyway..

ShehungupandMarangstaredoutthewindow,she

failedtoimaginelifewithouthergrandmother.Tears

chokedherandshecoveredherfacewithherhands

asshestartedcryingagain.Joshuaknewtherewas

nothinghecoulddo.

Joshua:Letmetakeyoutothehospitalsotheydeal

withyourleg,we’llcomeback.

Hestartedthecarandreversed.

AtBlock3

Theauntwashurtthathermotherwasnomore,it

wasinevitablereally.Nothingcouldbedonetosave

herbutthatmeant...



Shesmiledassheworehershoesandthankedher

ancestors.ShewasMarang’sonlyguardianandas

thustheywillallowMarangtostaywithher.Things

werecomingalongbetterthansheexpected.Ooh

sheshouldprobablygotoMarang’sschool,deliver

thenewsandthenstartmakingquickfuneral

arrangements.Theyknewnooneandmostprobably

lessthantenpeoplewillbepresentatthefuneral.

Shesmiledagain.Soshewasgoingtogetherniece

todothiswithnohassleatallsinceshewillbe

playingtheroleofproviderandMarangwillhaveno

choicebuttoagree.Perfect.

Shetiedaheadscarfandgrabbedherhandbag

headingouttocatchataxitoMarang’sschoolfirst

beforeheadingtothehospitaltoidentifythecorpse

andhaveitsenttothecheapestmortuary.She

dialedthenumberthatjustcalledher.

Joshua:Hello...



Aunt:I’lltakecareofit,tellMarangI’llbehome

probablybythelunchhouraftereverythingissorted.

Letmetalktoher.

JoshuahandedMarangthephoneandshesuckedin

adeepbreath.

Aunt:nanaI’llbeathomebylunchtimeokay?

Everythingisgoingtobeokay.Bye.

ShehungupandMaranghandedJoshuahisphone.

Joshua:let’sgoseethedoctorandgetyou

somethingtoeatokay?

Shejustnoddedashehelpedheroutofthecar.She

wasgoingtogetmoreinjectionsandgetstitchedup

alloveragain.Theymadetheirwayinsidethe

hospitalwithMarangwhotriedtokeepitalltogether

byputtingonabraveface.Hergrandmotherisina

betterplacerightnowright?Shehadbeeninpain



andherbodysawtheneedtoletitgoandrelease

hersoulbutithurt.Hurtherandshewasn’tsureshe

wasgoingtoforgetit,themomentshetriedtowake

herupandshedidn’trespond.Howhersmallheart

poundedinherchestandthetearsthatlefthereyes

ontheirownreflex.

Joshua:Marang?

Shedidn’tevenrealizeshewascryingandshe

sniffedwipingthem awaywiththesleevesofher

schoolshirt.Hejustcontinuedwalkingtilltheygot

tothedoctor’soffice.Hehelpedhersitonthebed

andrubbedherhands.Hehonestlydidnotknow

howtocomfortherandhedecidedtoletherhands

go.Hewasgettingrathertooattachedtoherwhen

sheisonlyachild.ThedoctorspokewithJoshua

whileMarang’smindwasamillionmilesaway.

Thisparticularvisitshejustflinchedwhentheywere

stitchingherupagainandnosoundescapedherlips

whentheyinjectedher.Thewoundsweredressed



upandshewasgivenabandage.Hermindwasnot

therereallyandshedidn’thearathing.

Allshenoticedwaswhentheywereinthecarand

Joshuawasalreadyreversingoutoftheparking

spot.

Joshua:I’llgetfoodanddropyouhomeisitokay?

Sheabsentmindedlynoddedandleanedbackonthe

carseat.

Atschool

ByPhemelo’sfourthperiodtheclassteacherwalked

insidetheclasswithastraightfaceandspokewith

thesocialstudiesteacherbeforehefacedtheclass.

Teacher:CanIhaveyourattention?

Allstudentsfacedhim andmanycuriousastowhat

hewantedtosay.

Teacher:Itiswithgravesadnesstoannouncethat



Marangourfellowclassmatejustlosther

grandmotherthismorning.

Phemelolookeddown.Sheshouldcheckonher

afterschool,sheneedstheemotionalsupport.

Teacher:shehasbeenexcusedfrom attending

lessonsthisweekandasaclass,wecanhelpherka

gontshamatshidisoaP2.Wewilltakethemoneyto

her.

Thewholeclassnoddedandtheteacherwalkedout.

Silencefilledtheclassroom andthesocialstudies

teacherjustsaidtheywillhavethelessonanother

day.Themonitorstoodupwithapaperandpenand

startedcollectingthemoneyfrom thestudents.

Phemeloclosedhereyesandsaidasilentprayerfor

Marang.Sheneededthestrength.

AtMarang’splace



Joshuasavedhisnumberonherphoneandhanded

ittoher.

Joshua:You’llbeokayalone?

Shenoddedasheplacedtheplasticfulloffoodin

herroom.

Joshua:Don’tforgettotakeyourpillsandI’m sorry

foryourlossokay?

Marang:okay..(lowvoice)

Joshuapausedbythedoortookonegoodlookat

herandwalkedout.Marangcoveredherfaceasshe

criedsomemore.

.

.

*

*
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THEGAME

#14

AtMarang’splace

Phemelowaitedforpeopletoclearoutbeforeshe

madeherwaytoMarang.ShejusthuggedMarang

whohadredeyes.Hereyeswereevenswollen,

must’vebeenfrom allthecrying.

Phemelo:Itwillbealright.

Marang:Iguess(breakingthehug)

PhemelosighedseeingMarang’sauntapproaching.

Phemelo:Ifyouneedanythingyoucancallmeokay?

MarangnoddedandPhemelosqueezedherhand

beforewalkingaway.

Marangblanklylookedatherauntwhowasnowall



smiles,herlegwascomingalongfineandshehad

removedthestitchesandinthatweekshehad

finishedtakingallhershots,sometimestakingtwo

perday.JustyesterdayshesawitfittotellJoshuait

wasokayandtheydidn’tevenhavetoworrynow

aboutherleg.Shewasallgoodandhealed.

Aunt:Mostofthethingsinthehouseareoldand

useless,thiseveningyouaremovinginwithme.

Marang:Can’tIstayhere,Iwon’tbotheryouwith

anything...

Aunt:Youarestayingwithmeandit’sfinal(fakinga

smile)

ShewalkedawayandMarangsighedasshewalked

totheroom thatsheoccupied.Shefoundablack

refusebaginsideandfrowned.Herauntwalked

insidetheroom.

Aunt:Packwhatyouneed,I’llbeburningsomeofthe

thingshereandwillputthishouseupforrent.

Packermonyana.



ShewalkedoutandMarangstartedpackingher

things.Herauntdidapologizeforallthehurtful

thingsshehadsaidthatdayandshehadsaidit’s

okay.Shepackedeverythinginsideandthelittle

clothesshehad.Sheusedherschoolbagtopack

herbooksbeforeshesneakedofftogranny’sroom.

Sheopenedthetrunkandgotthephotosthatwere

inside.Shemadesuretofitthem insideherschool

bag.Shelookedaroundtheroom shehasknownfor

years.Shecouldn’texactlyrefusetogo,heraunt

washeronlycustodianatthemomentandshewas

still15,theywouldneverallowhertolivealonewhen

thereisalivingrelative.

Shesatonthethinmattressandheldhersmall

phoneinherhand.Shewasgoingtogobackto

schoolonMondayandshewasn’tsurehowshefelt

aboutthat.Shewasnevergoingtoconcentrate

thoughsheneverreallyconcentratedonanything.



AtJoshua’sparents

JoshuapassedbythekitchenwhereSeeletsowas

makingsomethingtoeat.

Seeletso:wantsomethingtoeat?

Joshua:I’m good.

Seeletso:Eversinceyesterdayyou’vebeenoffish..

Joshua:it’snothing.Theresultsareabouttobeout

soon.

Seeletso:mxm.You’resmart(laughing)youprobably

baggeda4.5GPA..

Joshua:schoolishard..

Seeletso:that’swhatallsmartpeoplesaywhile

someofusarereallystruggling.

Joshuapickedanapplefrom thebasketandtooka

bite.OkayMarangwasokayandwellbuthecouldn’t

stopthinkingaboutherhomesituation.Whatwas

sheeating?What’sgoingtohappen?



Thosewherethequestionsherefrainedfrom asking

becausehewasnothingtothe,orher.Shehadsaid

itwasokayandthankedhim foreverything.Shewas

adamnchildtooforcryingoutloud.Heprobably

neededtogetlaidorsomething.Heslidhisphone

outandwentthroughhiscontacts.Hisfinger

stoppedonDani’sname.Shewasprobablyhopeful

forarelationshipwhenhemadeitclearthathe

wasn’treallyinterestedinone.Schoolwas

demandingandhehadhisownissuestodealwith,

addinganotherhumanbeing’sissuetotoptheones

healreadyhadlookedlikeagoodwaytoapplyfor

suicide.

HewenttoFacebookandsawthepictureshe

postedonherstory.Heheartreacteditandreplied

herstorywithasimple‘Heystranger’

HewalkedoutleavingSeeletsointhekitchen.In

secondsshehadrepliedwithaheartemojianda

text



Dani:You’vebeenscarce..

Joshua:Backintownwiththefamily.

Dani:AsinFrancistown?

Joshua:Yep..

Dani:I’m hereaswell,goboragore.

Joshua:Tellmeaboutit,weshouldmeet.

DanisentatextonWhatsAppagreeingforameetup.

Joshuacontemplatedpushingthelimitsbyasking

foronetodayandsheeasilysaidyes.Freepussyfor

thenight?Mostdefinitely.

AtMarang’splace

TwohourslatertheAuntfoundMarangonthethin

mattress.

Aunt:Weshouldgo.

Marang:Okay.Wherearewegoing?



Aunt:JustwhereIlive.

Shepickedherheavyschoolbagandplacediton

herbackbeforeshetooktheblackrefusebagthat

hadherclothesinside.Herauntdidn’tevenhelpher

carryitbutshefollowedhertothewhiteVitzshe

recognizedfrom thattimeshecamebacktoschool.

Thebootopenedandsheplacedherbagsinside.

Shecloseditandgotinsidethecar.Sherubbedher

armsabitasshesawthescarymanwiththescar

onherface,herheartstoppedbeatingforasecond.

Marang:Dumelang.

Henodded.

Aunt:Youcancallhim uncle.

Herauntsimplysaidandthecardroveoff.

.

.



THEGAME

#14

AtMarang’splace

Phemelowaitedforpeopletoclearoutbeforeshe

madeherwaytoMarang.ShejusthuggedMarang

whohadredeyes.Hereyeswereevenswollen,

must’vebeenfrom allthecrying.

Phemelo:Itwillbealright.

Marang:Iguess(breakingthehug)

PhemelosighedseeingMarang’sauntapproaching.

Phemelo:Ifyouneedanythingyoucancallmeokay?

MarangnoddedandPhemelosqueezedherhand

beforewalkingaway.

Marangblanklylookedatherauntwhowasnowall



smiles,herlegwascomingalongfineandshehad

removedthestitchesandinthatweekshehad

finishedtakingallhershots,sometimestakingtwo

perday.JustyesterdayshesawitfittotellJoshuait

wasokayandtheydidn’tevenhavetoworrynow

aboutherleg.Shewasallgoodandhealed.

Aunt:Mostofthethingsinthehouseareoldand

useless,thiseveningyouaremovinginwithme.

Marang:Can’tIstayhere,Iwon’tbotheryouwith

anything...

Aunt:Youarestayingwithmeandit’sfinal(fakinga

smile)

ShewalkedawayandMarangsighedasshewalked

totheroom thatsheoccupied.Shefoundablack

refusebaginsideandfrowned.Herauntwalked

insidetheroom.

Aunt:Packwhatyouneed,I’llbeburningsomeofthe

thingshereandwillputthishouseupforrent.

Packermonyana.



ShewalkedoutandMarangstartedpackingher

things.Herauntdidapologizeforallthehurtful

thingsshehadsaidthatdayandshehadsaidit’s

okay.Shepackedeverythinginsideandthelittle

clothesshehad.Sheusedherschoolbagtopack

herbooksbeforeshesneakedofftogranny’sroom.

Sheopenedthetrunkandgotthephotosthatwere

inside.Shemadesuretofitthem insideherschool

bag.Shelookedaroundtheroom shehasknownfor

years.Shecouldn’texactlyrefusetogo,heraunt

washeronlycustodianatthemomentandshewas

still15,theywouldneverallowhertolivealonewhen

thereisalivingrelative.

Shesatonthethinmattressandheldhersmall

phoneinherhand.Shewasgoingtogobackto

schoolonMondayandshewasn’tsurehowshefelt

aboutthat.Shewasnevergoingtoconcentrate

thoughsheneverreallyconcentratedonanything.



AtJoshua’sparents

JoshuapassedbythekitchenwhereSeeletsowas

makingsomethingtoeat.

Seeletso:wantsomethingtoeat?

Joshua:I’m good.

Seeletso:Eversinceyesterdayyou’vebeenoffish..

Joshua:it’snothing.Theresultsareabouttobeout

soon.

Seeletso:mxm.You’resmart(laughing)youprobably

baggeda4.5GPA..

Joshua:schoolishard..

Seeletso:that’swhatallsmartpeoplesaywhile

someofusarereallystruggling.

Joshuapickedanapplefrom thebasketandtooka

bite.OkayMarangwasokayandwellbuthecouldn’t

stopthinkingaboutherhomesituation.Whatwas

sheeating?What’sgoingtohappen?



Thosewherethequestionsherefrainedfrom asking

becausehewasnothingtothe,orher.Shehadsaid

itwasokayandthankedhim foreverything.Shewas

adamnchildtooforcryingoutloud.Heprobably

neededtogetlaidorsomething.Heslidhisphone

outandwentthroughhiscontacts.Hisfinger

stoppedonDani’sname.Shewasprobablyhopeful

forarelationshipwhenhemadeitclearthathe

wasn’treallyinterestedinone.Schoolwas

demandingandhehadhisownissuestodealwith,

addinganotherhumanbeing’sissuetotoptheones

healreadyhadlookedlikeagoodwaytoapplyfor

suicide.

HewenttoFacebookandsawthepictureshe

postedonherstory.Heheartreacteditand



THEGAME

#15

AtPhemelo’sparents

PhemelolayonherbedwonderingaboutMarang,

shedidn’tstaylongatthefuneral,shewassureshe

neededherspacewithnoonetryingtoofferpityan

sympathy.

Thedooropenedandshestaredathermother.

MaPhemelo:howwasthefuneral?

Phemelo:Ididn’tstaylongbutitwasokay.

Hermotherawkwardlylookedatherdaughter.She

walkedoutandPhemelosighed.Shedialed

Marang’snumberanditsaiditwasunavailable.She

rubbedhertemplesandsatcrossleggedonthebed

asshetalkedtoRaine.WellRaineunderstoodthat



theycouldn’tgotothemoviesbecauseshehadto

bethereforMarangwhowasgoingthroughahard

time.

Shetextedthecuteform 6guybackandshesmiled

asshechangedpositionsandlaidonherback.

AtAGuesthouse

WellJoshuasearchedhispocketsmakingsurehe

hadacondom withhim ashewaitedforDani.

Daniwalkedbackinsidetheroom withasmileashe

lookedattheboardgametheyhadplayedtopass

time.Danihadakillerbodyforsurebutthenher

pictureswerebetterthanseeingherfacetoface.It

wassomethinghewasusedtoandwouldnot

mentionbecausehewouldhurtherself-esteem.



Dani:Sowherewe?

Joshua:Youweresupposedtogotojail!

Dani:(laughing)AaahaahJoshua...let’sstartover.

Joshua:AsyouwishbutI’m goingtowinagainDee...

Dani:Whatever!

TheyrestartedtheirMonopolyboardgameas

Joshuasmiledlookingather.Shegotshyasshe

tuckedherhairbehindherear.

Joshua:What?

Dani:Nothing,let’splay..

HestartedtosortouttheMonopolymoneyandDani

stoleglancesathim.Shewonderedwhyhecouldn’t

askhertobehisgirlfriend,hewasareally

handsomeguy,theAugustAlsinakindofguy,with

thathugeasstattooonhisback.Shewonderedif

therewasawhitepersonintheirfamilybecausehis

hairwassoft.Herlipspartedsoftlyasshetookhim



allin.Joshualiftedhisheadtolookatherasshebit

herlip.

Joshua:AnythingwrongDee?

Dani:no,nothing.Areyoudone?

Joshua:Givemeafewminutes..Ineedtoreshuffle

thecardstoo.

Dani:Wenayoumightcheat.

Joshua:soreloserDani...

Sherolledhereyesasshepushedhisshoulderand

heheldherhandinhis.Shelookedintohiseyesand

gotlostinthem.Didheknowhewastheonlyguy

shesleptwithandalwayswaitedforhim tocallher?

Sheunderstoodhewasamedstudentandwasbusy

bu-

Dani:Whatarewe?

Joshua:Dani,wetalkedaboutthis,isn’titbetterthatI

gosoIdon’tcomplicateyourlife..

Heletgoofherhandandsheheldit.

Dani:No,Iunderstand(swallowing)



Joshua:Areyousure?

Dani:Yeah..

Hedippedhisheaddownashebroughthislipson

hersandsheplacedherhandsonhischest,feeling

thehardfleshunderneath.Hewasgreatloverinbed.

Joshuaslippedhishandsunderneaththecropjersey

shewaswearingandhefeltherbreastthatwere

heldbythebra.Hebrokethekissashetookastep

backandremovedhissweateralongsidewiththe

tee,revealinghischest.Howhemaintainedsucha

bodywhenheclaimedbeingbusywassomething

shecouldn’tfathom.

Dani:startedworkingout?

Joshua:torelieveexam stress..Comehere...

Shewalkedtohim andheheldthebackofher

neck,hisjeansrevealinghisCalvinKleinbriefs,he

shouldgraceamagazinecovertoadvertisemen’s

underwearorsomething..



AtBlock3

Maranglookedaroundthesmallroom shewas

allocated.Shewastoldtobecomfortablebutit

didn’tsinkin.Shewasn’tevencomfortable.Itfeltso

oddbeinghere.Shewantedtochangeherclothes

butshewasscaredtodoso.Shelookedatthe

singlebed,shehasneversleptonabedbeforelet

alonehadacleanroom likethis.Shelookedaround

andplacedherstuffatthecorneroftheroom.She

removedhershoesandgotunderneaththe

comforters.Itwaswarm too.

Shestaredatthewhiteceiling,itwassounlikethe

corrugatedironshewasusedtoseeingeverytime

shesleptathome.Herphonebatterywasdeadand

shewilljustwakeuponinstincttomorrowmorning

forschool.Shewillnavigateherwaytoschoolearly

morning.



Hourspassedandshefailedtosleep.Shegotoutof

thewarm bedandwenttoswitchoffthelightinthe

room.Shepausedatthedoorassheheardvoices.

Sheplacedherearonthedoorbutshecouldn’thear

anythingclearly,thevoicesweremuffled.She

shruggedandwenttobed.

Meanwhiletheaunttalkedtothemanwiththescar.

Aunt:Ithinkshealreadytrustsus,childrenare

gullible.

Man:Soshewillagree?

Aunt:shedoesn’thaveto.SheisgoingtoGaborone

akere?

Man:That’swherethereismorebusinessandyour

debtwillberepaid.

Shesighedasighofrelief.Nomorelookingbehind

hershoulderwheremoneywasconcerned.Shewill

beafreewoman.

Aunt:Okaybutodiraform 3,shecan’ttransferanda



kidnappingwouldbetoosuspicious,howabouthere?

Man:Iwillrunitwiththeboss.Shecanserviceafew

clientheretillshefinishes.

Aunt:Besidesshewon’tgotoseniorschool.O

sematlathata..

Themannoddedashewalkedawaytocalltheboss,

heusuallyhadthefirsttasteofthegirls.Theman

hadseenthatthegirlhadpotentialassmallandtiny

asshewas.Iftheycouldfixheruphereandthereall

willbewell.

AttheGuesthouse

Joshuarolledonhissideasheremovedthecondom

andDanibreathedheavily.Hewantedtogohome.

Hegothispantsandwalkedtothebathroom where

herolledtoilettissuearoundthecondom and

checkedhisjeansforhisphone.HedialedMarang’s

numberanditdidn’tgothrough.Hesplashedwater



onhisfaceandworehisjeans.

MeanwhileDanilaidonthebedwithquestions.

Therewasanamehehadmutteredwhilehewason

topofherandshedidn’tknowwhethertoaskornot.

Heneverdidthat.Likeneverever.

Hewalkedbackintheroom andhesatbytheedge

ofthebed.Therewerenomorekisses.

Joshua:Ihavetogo.

Dani:Ithoughtyouwerespendingthenight.

Joshua:I’m afraidnot..

Hefoundhisteeandsweater.Shewatchedhim put

them onasshepulledthesheetsup.

Dani:WhoisMarang?

Joshua:Noone.Youprobablyheardwrong.



Hekissedhercheek.

Joshua:Ipaidfortomorrow’sbreakfastokay,havea

wonderfulnight.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andDanisighed.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#16

AtMarang’splace

Atthatlatehour,Joshuaparkedhiscarinfrontof

thehouseheknewMarangstayedatandopenedthe

gate.Helookedaroundtheneighborhoodanditwas

soquiet.Hewalkedtothetworoomedhouseand

rappedonthedoor.

Joshua:Hello!Marang!

Heknockedforsometimeandhesighedashe

stoppedknockingandrubbedhisknuckles.Whatif

shewasalone?Hestoppedhimselffrom thinking

such.Shehadherauntwithher.

Joshua:Marang!



Hesoundedlikeamadmanrightnow,whywashe

lookingforaschoolchild?Hewalkedawayand

madehiswaytothecar.Besidesherschoolisnear

theirhouse.Hemightwalkherhomeorshitlikethat.

Thefollowingmorning

AtBlock3

Marangwokeuponwhim andsherubbedhereyes.

Thiswasthebestsleepshehashadinages.She

stretchedherlittlebodyandgotoutofthebed.She

wasstillwearingyesterday’sclothesanditdidn’t

botherherthatmuch.Sheswitchedonthelightsand

openedthedoor.Shelookedaroundandtriedto

rememberwhichroom washeraunt’s.Whenshe

finallyrememberedshealsotriedtojuggleher

memorytorememberwherethebathroom wasbut

shecouldn’t.Shesighedandwalkedbarefoottoher

aunt’sroom.



Marang:ko-ko!(knock,knock)

Sheknockedforafewsecondsandthedoorswung

open.Herauntrubbedhereyesandlookedat

Marang.

Aunt:What?

Marang:Whereisthebathroom?

Aunt:sutelakomorago,onkgalegano(moveback,

yourbreathstinks)

Marangconsciouslyplacedahandoverhermouth

asshemovedback.Heraunttiedhergowntightly

andclosedthedoorbehindher.

SheledMarangtothebathroom andMarangthen

remembered.

Aunt:Don’tforget..wehaveabathtub,shower,sink

andtoilet.Theyshouldbecleanafteruse.Walapisa!

Shenodded.Shedidn’twanttoaskabouthowthe

showerworked.



Marang:Thankyou.

HerauntwalkedawayandMarangwalkedbehind

herassheheadedtotheroom shecalledhers.

Everyonewasasleepright?Shelookedforher

pantiesandthewashingragshealwaysused.She

foundthem andwalkedtothebathroom.She

pushedthedooranditwasslightlyajarasshe

learnedhowtousecontrolthewater.Itwashottoo,

itwould’vebeenokaytooeventhoughitwascold,

sheneverhadaproblem withthat.

Shefoundthestopperandhalffilledthebathtub.

Sheremovedherclothesandthrewthem onthe

floorthenclimbedinside.Shelookedaroundand

foundabarofsoap.Thepersonwouldn’tmind

wouldthey?Sheuseditanditwasnicebeinginthe

bathtub.Marangwashedherbodythoroughlyasthe

waterturnedtoabrowncolour,whenshewasdone

shestoodupandgotoutofthewater.Shereleased

thestopperandshewaitedforherbodytodry.She



woreanotherpairofpantiesandstartedwashingthe

otheroneshehadonbeforethebath.Sheworeher

clothesandwalkedoutwithherwetunderwearand

washingrag.

Sheclosedthebedroom door.Maybeherlifehere

willbeokay.

AtSchool

Justtenminutesbeforethebellrangformorning

studyMarangwalkedinsidetheclass.Shehadno

ideawhatdayitwasandwhatsubjectshehadto

attend.SheimmediatelyspottedPhemeloandwent

tositnexttoher.

Phemelo:Hey,yougood.

Marang:Ithinkso.Kedaymang?

Phemelo:Day5

Marang:Iguessedright..



Phemelo:Ihavelastweek’snotesandstuff.Ican

giveyouthem athome,

Marang:Ilivewithmyaunt.I’llshowyou..

Phemelo:okay.WellIhaveafriend...OkayI

reconnectedwithmyformerclassmates.

Marang:when?

Phemelo:don’tyouremember?Thetimeatthe

library?

Marangcouldn’trememberitbutshejustpretended

shedid.

Phemelo:We’llRainewaswonderingifyouwouldlike

togooutformovies..

Marang:WhoisRaine?Raineasinpula?

Phemelo:Sortof.Sowouldyou?

Marang:It’sokay,besidesIjuststartedlivingwithmy

aunt.Idoubtshewillagree.



Phemelosigheddisappointedly.Thiswasprobably

nottherighttimetotellMarangthatshehada

boyfriendtoo.Marangwasnotthetypeto

understandandshewascluelessaboutalotofstuff.

Phemelo:Ihopeyou’reauntistreatingyouwell..

Marang:SofarsogoodIguess...

Thebellrangindicatingthatitwastimeformorning

studyandlikealways,Marang’smindwasdistracted

from thetaskshetriedtoforceonherself.She

wasn’tabletoconcentrateandshefoundherself

daydreamingwhilehumming.Phemeloshookher

headandwrotehernotes.IfMarangdidn’twantto

studyitwasonher,shehadtriedherbest.She

alwayshatedthatMarangforalltheyearsshehad

knownhershehadalwaysseemeddistractedor

uninterestedinconversationtothepointthatshe

hadgottenusedtoit.Sheprobablywouldn’tvibe

withRaineanyway.Sheshrugged.

.

.



THEGAME
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AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuacheckedhiswatch,hewassureitwas

almosttimeforschooltobeoutforthestudents.He

worehisslidesandgrabbedhisphoneashewalked

outleavinghismelancholicmotherinthehouse.Her

mindwasmilesawayandshehatedtheconclusion

shehadcomeupwith.

Joshuasteppedoutofthehouseasthecoolwinter

breezehithim.Itwasgoingtobedarksoonandhe

wantedtospotMarang.Hecoveredhisheadwith

thehoodieashepushedthegateopen.Bothdogs

wereatthebackwhenheclosedthegatethereafter.



Hewalkedtotheschoolgateandstoodata

distanceasstudentsstartedtowalkoutofthegate,

heslippedhishandsinhispocketsashescanned

thekidswalkingout.Hewaitedtillhespotted

Marangfrom adistancewithagirlbesideher.

MeanwhilePhemelorantedonasMarang’smind

wonderedofftohomewithheraunt.Shetriedto

rememberwhatherauntsaidinthemorningbutshe

couldn’tremember.Sheshruggedandlookedat

Phemelowhostoppedandfoldedherarms.

Phemelo:You’renotlisteningtome..

Marang:Sorry,sorry...

TheycontinuedwalkingasMaranglookedaround,

shestoppedoutsidetheschoolasPhemelospotted

hertaxi.

Phemelo:Bye..

ShehuggedMarangandwalkedtohertaxi.Marang



startedherjourneyhomeandJoshuadiscreetly

walkedbehindher.Maranguppedherpaceasshe

feltlikeshewasbeingfollowed,Joshuadidthe

sameandcaughtupwithherjustashewrappedhis

strongarm aroundherwaistandshescreamed

twistingherheadtolookatwhowasholdingher.He

laughedlettinghergoassheplacedahandoverher

heartandheremovedhishoodielookingather.

Marang:Joshua??

Joshua:Hey,howistheleg?

Marang:Youscaredme(breathinginandout)

Joshua:Sorry,letmewalkyouhome..

Marang:It’snotfar..

Joshua:Youmoved?

Heaskedherasifheneverpassedbyherhouse

yesterday.

Marang:ng,Ilivewithmyaunt.

Joshua:Okay!Letmehelpyouwiththebag.

Marang:It’sheavy..



JoshuatookitoffandMarangfelttheweightbeing

liftedoffhershoulders.Shecouldsmellhis

expensivecologneonhim,hesmeltgood.

Marang:thanks.Sowhydidyouwaitup?

Joshua:Iwantedtoseeyou...

Marangkickedstonesasshewalkedalongsidehim.

Marang:Youjustwantedtoseeme?Isitnotheavy?

Joshua:No,keepwalking.Youshouldbehome

beforedark.

Marang:Idon’tremembermyaunttellingmewhat

timeIshouldbehome(thinking)orIforgot?

Joshua:Doyouremembermostthings?

Marang:Notreally.Everythingseemshazymost

times..

Joshua:Forhowlong?

Marang:Whyask?(lookingahead)let’sturn...

Joshua:Just...

Marang:ForaslongasIcanremember.



Shelookedathim asheheldherbaglikeitwas

nothing.

Joshua:okay,didyoueat?

Marang:atschool?Yes...

Joshualookedatherasshewalkedahead,shewas

sonaiveitwasscarybuthehopedshewouldkeep

suchinnocence.Shecrossedtheroadandstoodat

theotherend.

Marang:Crosstheroadtlherra..

Hedidandshewaitedforhim.

Marang:Wearealmosttheremme,it’sgettinglate..

Joshua:Let’sgo,Iwanttoseewhereyoulive..

Marangturnedasshewalkedfacinghim.

Marang:Inevergottoask,whatdoyoudo?

Joshua:Astudent.

Marang:Where?You’retoooldforMaterSpei..

Joshualaughed.



Joshua:VarsityMarang!

Marang:UB?Everyonealwaystalksaboutit.Isitbig?

Joshua:Itis,actually,tlagaothula..

SheturnedandskippedaheadandJoshuafollowed.

Shesloweddownassheapproachedthehouse.She

sawacar.

Marang:Thathouse.Ilivethere,Ihavenoideawhyo

botsa..

Shegotthebagfrom Joshuawholockedeyeswith

herandshelookeddown.

Marang:Ishouldgo...

Joshua:Answeryourphone.

Marang:(confused)okay..Bye.

ShewalkedtowardsthehouseandJoshuabithis

lowerlip.Hewaitedtoseeherewalkinsidetheyard

beforehestartedwalkingaway.



THEGAME

#18

AtBlock3

Marangwalkedinsidetheyardcautiousofthe

unknowncarthatwasparkedoutsidetheyard.She

knockedonthedoorforafewsecondsbeforeshe

pushedopenthedoor.Shewalkedinsideandlooked

aroundbeforeheadingtotheroom shewasgiven.

Shesatonthebedandlookedaround.Herbedroom

dooropenedandherauntwalkedin.

Aunt:MarangwhatdidIsay?

Marang:Ma?

Aunt:(angrily)whatdoyoumeanma?Itoldyouto

washthebathtubafterbathingwenaosialeswe

hela.

Marang:I’m sorry.



Herauntrolledhereyesasshewalkedout.Sothat

waswhatMarangforgottodotoday.Atleastshe

didn’tgettooangrytobeather.Sheundidthetieand

removedhershirt.Sheshouldprobablywashitfor

tomorrowandaskabouttheiron.Issheexpectedto

cook?Sheshouldask.

Sheplacedherfulluniform onthebedasshewent

totheplastictotakeoutthepinkdressthatshehad

alwayslikedfrom Phemelo.Sheworeitandlooked

forherchargerandsmallphone.Hereyesscanned

theroom lookingforanadapterandwhenshesawit

shechargedherphone.Shedidn’tknowwhyJoshua

saidsheshouldanswerherphone.

Walkingoutoftheroom barefootshemadeherway

toheraunt’sroom.Therewasnoanswerandshe

turnedtofindherAuntbehindher.

Marang:IwantedtoaskifIshouldcook..

Aunt:Thereisfood,dothedishes.Youhavetodoa

lottoearnyourkeep.



Marang:okay.Thankyou.

Marangwalkedtothekitchenunawareofwhather

auntmeantwhenshesaidsheshouldearnherkeep.

Shefoundfoodontopofthestoveandremovedthe

coveringplate.Itwasalotanditthefoodshenever

gottoeatwhenshewaswithhergrandmother.She

pickedherplateupwonderingwhereshewas

supposedtogoeat.Everythingherewasallthenice

thingsshenevergottohaveandifwashingdishes

wastheonlythingshehadtodothenshewoulddo

it.

Shewalkedtotheloungewhereshefoundtwomen,

themenwiththehugescarandastranger.

Marang:Dumelang.

Bothnoddedandshesatatanothercouch.Sheate

herfoodsilentlyasthemenconversedbetween



themselvesinhushedtones.Aftershewasdoneshe

walkedout,unawareofthestranger’seyesgluedto

herbackside.Shewashedtheplatesshefoundin

thesinkalongwithhersasshehummed,tappingher

foot.Theprocesswouldbemuchfastershemused.

ButwhydidJoshuawaitforher?

Sheaskedherselfoverandover.Herlegwasfine,

yesheaskedaboutitbutitdidn’tseem likehewas

interestedinit.Maybehewantedtobeherfriend.

Maybe.

Notalotofpeoplewantedtobefriendswiththe

dumbgirlinclass.SheshruggedexceptPhemelo.

ShewassmartbutsheneverdidgetthatMarang

couldn’tbelikeher,shewipedthedisheswiththe

dishclothandopenedtheshelveslookingforwhere

thedishesarenormallyplaced.

Afterpackingthedishesshewipedherhandsand

walkedoutheadingtoherroom.Shehadhomework

butsheknewshewasn’tgoingtogetthroughitand



Phemelowouldexplaininahurryandshewouldn’t

getit.Shesighedopeningthedoorandlightly

closingitassheopenedherschoolbagforherart

project.Sheplaceditonthebedalongwiththe

crayonsandpencils.Shesatonthebedand

hummedtoherselfasshestartedtoenvisionher

projectasshefinishedthedrawing.

Meanwhileinthelounge.

Man:That’sher.

Aunt:Sheisonly15MrRussel.

Theauntsaidasshelookedathim.

MrRussel:Sheisperfect.Innocentandperfect.

Theauntsmiled.

Aunt:Sheisinherroom.

MrRussel:Excuseme.

Hestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom whichwas

slightlyajar.Helookedatherthroughtheholeas



shesoftlyhummedwhilecoloringin.Wasshefive?

HegentlypushedthedooropenandMaranglooked

up,thepersonjustdistractedher.

Marang:Dumelang.

MrRussel:Hello,what’syourname?

Marang:uhMarang..

Shesaidasshewentbacktoherdrawing.She

pickedupacoloredpencilandfilledinthedrawing,

ignoringthemanatthedoor.Themanlookedather

again.Herinnocencewasperfect,hecouldalready

seethemoneyhewasgoingtomakefrom this

younggirl.

MrRussel:canIsit?

Marangmovedabitandlookedupathim.

Marang:O-Kay.

Hesatdownnexttoher.

MrRussel:whatareyoudrawing?



Marang:Formyartproject...

Shethencontinuedasshewasandhelookedather

freshyellowlegsthatwereexposedbythedress

thatrodeoverherthighs.Perfect.Theywillworkon

herface,nothingafewfaceproductswouldn’tfix

andtheywouldbedone.

MrRussel:didyouaunttalktoyou?

Marang:about?

MrRussel:whatyoushoulddo.

Marangplacedherdrawingdownandbitthecorner

ofherpencil.

Marang:gatweIshouldwashdishestostayhere..

Shesaidinnocently.Wasthereanotherthingshe

shoulddotoo?

MrRussel:She’lltalktoyoulateron.

Marang:Okay.



Hestoodupbeforehecouldn’tcontrolhimselfand

haveher,heknewnoonewouldstophim,he

basicallyownedhernowjustthatshedidn’tknow.

Marangclosedthedoorasthemanwalkedoutand

checkedhowfarherphonebatterywas.Itwasjust

enoughandsheswitchediton.

AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuanoteddowneverythinghenoticedabout

Marang,heguessedhissuspicionswererightbuthe

hadtorunafewtestsbutwouldsheagree?He

chuckledatthat.Shewould,herinnocencescared

him butitwasinteresting.Mostgirlsherageknewa

lotofthingsbutshedidn’t.Itmustbethelackof

exposuretotheinternetandassuchherknowledge

waslimitedandshewasstillokay.

HisphonerangandhelookedatthecallerId.He



wantedtodropthecallbutitwouldseem rude

especiallywhenheknewhewastheonewhowillbe

callingwhenhewantspussyforthenight.

Heansweredhisphoneashescrolledthroughhis

researchonthelaptop.Heplacedthephone

betweenhisearandshoulderashewrotedowna

fewthingsonthepaper.

Joshua:Danihey.

Dani:HiJosh,Iwasjustaskingifyou’reokayandyou

arrivedsafe.

Joshua:IdidDee,thankyouforasking.

Dani:andIprobablyturnedyouoffwhenIasked

aboutMarang,Iprobablyheardwrong.I’m sorry.

Joshua:It’sokay.Waterunderthebridge.

Dani:Areyoubusytomorrow?

Joshua:I’m helpingmyfatheratthehospital

tomorrow...



Dani:Ohokay...wellgoodnightJosh.

Joshua:GoodnightDee.

Shehungupandbitherlowerlip,sheknewwhere

hisfather’shospitalwas.Maybesheshouldtake

him lunchorsomething.Thatwouldbeagoodidea.

Showhim shewasmuchbetterthansex.Shewent

ontoGoogleandgoogledrecipes.

MeanwhileJoshualeanedbackashethoughabout

Marang,obviouslyhewouldbeleavinginamonth

goingbacktoGaboroneandshewouldbehere.He

suckedinabreath.Shewasachildandhewasn’t

goingtodoanythingtoher.Hedialedhernumber

anditrangunansweredforthefirsttenseconds

beforesheanswered.Herchildishlikevoicewas

whatheheardfirstandhesmiled.

Joshua:Hey..

Marang:Hello(whispering)

Joshua:Whyareyouwhispering?



Marang:Idon’twantmyaunttosayItalktomenat

night.

Joshua:Doyou?

Marang:No..

Joshua:Keepitthatway.

Marang:gorayagorekedrope?(sosIshouldhang

up?)

Joshualaughedandshelaughedtoo.

Joshua:OkaswabaMarang,goleditsennaha..

Marang:Sorry..

Joshua:Howareyou?

Marang:Howdoyouspeaksekgoasamakgoa?

Joshua:waboobuaengkante?

Marang:YourEnglishisaccented..

Joshua:It’sstillEnglish..

Marang:Ithasbokgoanyane(itissoEnglish)

Joshua:BathongMarang!



Marang:It’strue,yousaidyougotoUB?

Joshua:mhmm..

Marang:Whichcourse,kecourseakere?Whichone

areyoudoing?

Joshua:I’lltellyouonSaturday.

Marang:Why?

Joshua:IwanttoseeyouonSaturday.

Marang:Why?

Joshua:I’lltellyouonSaturday,shouldIpickyouup?

Marang:Why?

Joshua:ShouldIpickyouupornotMarang?

Marang:uh,okay..

Joshua:Thankyou.Goodnightokaysweetheart?

Marang:Night.

Shehungupandstaredatherphoneforafew

seconds.Herphonebeepedandreportedairtime.

ThatwasP100airtime.Thatwasalotjustfor



airtime.Amessagereportedshortlyafter.

Joshua:Callifyouneedanything.

Sherepliedback.

Marang:Theairtimeisalot...

Joshua:It’snot.GoodnightMarang,sleep.

Marang:Ngng,amantsiJoshua..

Joshua:ButI’m nottakingtheairtimeback,it’syours.

Marangsighed.

Marang:Okay.Goodnight.

Sheplacedherphonedownandstoodup,she

walkedoutofthebedroom headingtothebathroom.

Meanwhileherauntwalkedinsideherroom andsaw

thephone.Shepickeditupandwentthrough

Marang’scalllogandwenttohermessages.She

heldthephoneandwaitedforMarangtocomeback.



MinuteslaterMarangwalkedbacktotheroom

wipingherwethandswiththehem ofherdressand

foundherauntintheroom.

Aunt:Marang?

Marang:Ma?

Aunt:Wajola?(areyoudating?)

Marang:Nnyaamma..

Aunt:Buannetekeitsekegorathekaphoneye..(tell

methetruthbeforeIhityouwiththisphone)

Marangshookherheadbeforeahotslaplandedon

hercheekandsheheldhercheekwithtearsinher

eyes.

Marang:mmamanegakejole(crying)

Aunt:What’sthis?(showinghermessagesofherwith

JoshuaandthecallshewasonwithJoshua)

Marang:wearefriends..

Aunt:friendslemosimane?

ShelandedanotherslaponherfaceandMarang’s

tearsrolleddownhercheeks,theywereburningand



itwaspainful.Herauntthrewthephoneagainstthe

wallandlookedatMarang.

Aunt:Igiveyouaccommodationandyoudothis?

YouaresoungratefulwaitseMarang,that’swhyole

sehemajaana.Odiiwakebasimanelebetenyanake

wena..

Maranjustcriedholdinghercheeks.

Aunt:Mxm!

Theauntwasabouttowalkoutandshestoppedat

thedoor.

Aunt:Setseoitsegorobalanaakerewena?Russelis

comingtomorrowmorning.You’lldowhateverhe

says.Areweclear?

Marangkeptquiet.

Aunt:Karerautlwana?(shouting)

Marang:Eemma!(crying)



TheauntwalkedoutandMarangsobbedalonein

herroom.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#19

AtBlock3

Thefollowingmorning

Marangrubbedherswolleneyesasshegotoffthe

bed,shelookedaroundtheroom andspottedher

phone.Shepickeditup,pickingupthebatteryand

sim cardandbackcaseandputtheNokiasmall

phonetogether.Sheswitcheditonanditstarted

lighting.Shebreathedinasighofreliefasshe

checkedthebattery.Itwasworkingfine.

ShesentJoshuaamessage.

Marang:”Don’tcallmeortextme.I’m deletingyour

number.”



Shesentthemessageanddeletedhisnumber.She

satonthebedandlookedaround,sherubbedher

cheekandmoretearsmadetheirwaytohereyes.

Shewipedthem awaywithherhandsandgotoff

from thebed.Shewentthroughherbookslooking

forherclasstimetable,shestartedpackingher

booksintothebagbeforeshedecidedtogotakea

bath.

Shedidn’teventakemorethantenminutesinthe

bathroom andshelookedatyesterday’sshirt,she

forgottowashittoo.Shesighedandtookitwalking

tothebathroom.

Whenshegotthereshewetthecollarandrubbed

thebarsoaponthecollarbeforeshewashedthat

partonly.Itwilldryoffquicklyshemusedand

walkedbacktothebedroom wheresheplacedthe

shirtonthebedandworeherpantsandsocks.



Shecheckedhersmallphoneandtherewasno

message.Hegotthemessage.Shewassureofit.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelolaughedtalkingtothephoneasshepoured

hercornflakesintotheemptyglassbowl.

Phemelo:when?Saturday?(laughing)

Shewasunawareofhermotherstandingbythe

kitchendoorasshegiggledtalkingtoherboyfriend.

Phemelowalkedtothefridgegrabbingthecartonof

milkandshepoureditintothebowl.

Phemelo:Bona,we’lltalklaterkwaaa..(laughing)

Shehungupandplacedherphonedown.Sheturned

andwasfacetofacewithhermotherwhowas

foldingherarms.

Phemelo:Morning.



MaPhemelo:Phemeloareyoudating.

Phemeloshrugged.

Phemelo:Iwastalkingtoafriend.

MaPhemelo:Letmeseeyourphone.

Phemelo:mamawhathappenedtorighttoprivacyor

youdon’ttrustme?HaveIevergivenyouguysany

reasonnottotrustme?Ohkanayounevermake

timeforme.Youarealwaysbusywithcasesand

leavemetomyowndevices.Isthatfairthatyou’re

suddenlyinterestedinmylifewhenyouanddad

havebeendistantparents?Isitfairthatyouwant

metodowrongbutwhenIwasdoinggoodyou

nevercared?Nnamamalenkutusabotlhoko..

Shelefttheplatethereandwalkedoutholdingher

phone.Hermotherjustrubbedhertemplesand

lookedaround.ApartofherwantedtotellPhemelo

thatshewastryingtoconcealthefactthatshewas

datingbutapartofherknewtheyhadneglected

theirchild.Sherubbedherarmsandwalkedout

headingtothebedroom.Maybetheyshouldsither



downandtrythisparentingthingagain.Maybe.

Phemelosatonthebedwithaheavysigh.Thatwas

close.Soclose.Atleastherparentswerenotthe

violenttype,theyhaveneverlaidafingeronher.She

lockedherphoneandplaceditonthebed.Ofcourse

theywon’tbeabletounlockitunlesstheyproduce

herfingerprint.ShethankedGodforthetechnology

ofnowadays.Apartofhertoldhershewasplaying

adangerousgame,mixingschoolwithboys

especiallywhenshewaswritingherform 3finals

buttherushandexcitementwasaddictive.

Sheheardthetaxihootingandshegrabbedher

schoolbag,shewilleatatschoolsincehermother

interruptedher.Sheranoutoftheroom andwalked

tothedoor.Sheopeneditandthedogsimmediately

jumpedoverher.

Phemelo:shoo!I’llseeyoulittlethingslater.



Sheclosedthedoorandpushedthegateopen,

steppedoutandpusheditclose.Shegotinsidethe

taxi.

Phemelo:Dumelang.

Thetaximannoddedanddroveoff.

AtBlock3

Russel’scarparkedoutsidethatmorningjustas

Marangfinallyworehershirt.

Hesteppedout,LebohadsaidshetoldMarang

yesterdaywhatshehastodo.Itwassolelyuptohim

ifhewantedtomoveherawayfrom thiscompound

orwhat,helaughedknowingthepowerwasinhis

hands.HeknockedonthedoorandLebo,theaunt

opened.

Lebo:Sheisstillinheroom,shouldwegiveyouguys

privacy?



Russel:Noneed..

HewalkedtoMarang’sbedroom andclosedthe

door.AlarmedMaranglookedup.Itwastheman

from yesterday,shedidn’thearinghisname.Russel

LockedthedoorandlookedatMarang.

Russel:I’m sureyouraunttoldyou..

Marangjustnoddedashersmallheartskipped

severalbeats.

Marang:Ihavetogotoschool.

Russel:Thereisnoneed.Sitdown.

Marang:(shakyvoice)Ihaveschool,I’m late..

Russel:Littlegirlsitthefuckdown!

Shesatdownasherheartbeatoutloud.Shedidn’t

knowwhyhewasinhere.Russelfoldedhisshirtand

lookedather,hewonderedifitwouldbebetterto

getherhookedonsomecocaineandtakeherto

Gaboroneforafewmonthsbeforetalkingtosome



ofhiscontactsandtheytakeherout,Imeansheis

anorphanandisnotevenregisteredasone

currently.Lebodidgivehim alltheinformationon

her.Itwasoddthatsheneverfoundherbirth

certificatebutafakeonecouldbearranged.

Russel:Apola..(getundressed)

Marang:Rra?

Shelookedathim andatthedoor.Hewasatthe

door.

Russel:Getundressed!

Marang:Ican’t...

Heshookhishead.Trainingwaswhatwasneeded

here,hewalkedtowardsherandhepulledtheshirt

asthebuttonssnappedandheforcedhertoremove

theshirt.Marangrealizedshewasnotgoingtobe

abletowinafightagainstthismanandifheraunt

lethim inthen....



Russelfoundtheflyofherpantsandpushedher

pantsdown.Marangtriedtopryhishandsoff,no

onetouchedherlikethis,notevenhergrandmother

didthiswhenshewasyounger.

Russel:Sitstilltlagakegoklapa(sitstillbeforeIslap

you)

Tearsrolleddownhercheeksashepulleddownher

pantiesrevealingherbushyapex,shefeltso

exposedanduncomfortable.Russelmovedhishead

back,therewasaweirdsmellcomingfrom her

bushyapex.Hewilldealwiththatlater,tellLeboto

shaveherorsomething.

HeundidhisbeltandithitthefloorasMarang

pushedherselfintoacornerwithtearsinhereyes.

Marang:Please!I-I’llnevertalktohim please(shaky

cryingvoice)



RusseljustpushedhispantsdownasMarangcried

somemoreandmuchloudersometime.Sheclosed

hereyesasmoretearsescaped,herchesttightened

withfearandanxietyasshescreamedandahand

wasplacedoverhermouth.

Russel:Theywon’thelpyou,Iownyou...

Hesaidasheforcedhertoopenherlegs.He

strokedhisd*ckashelookedatherpinkp*ssyand

hegotmorehardandMarangcriedtillherchesthurt.

Heheldherneckroughlyandforcedherheadinto

thepillowwhilestrokinghimself.Hersmallbuttwas

exposedtohim.

Hepushedherdownontothesmallsinglebedas

shecried,hertearswettingthesheets.She

screamedandcriedwhenshefelthim penetrateher

butthole,stretchingheranditgotmorepainful.Her

helplessscreamstorethroughthehousebutthere

wasnoonetheretorescueher.

Russel:Fuck!Thisistight,relax...



Marangcriedashemovedbehindherandhe

tightenedhisgriponherneckmakingithardforher

tobreath.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#20

AtBlock3

RusselcamealloverMarang’sbuttandmovedaway,

hefoundahandkerchiefinhisshirtpocketand

wipedhimselfbeforehethrewthehandkerchiefher

way.

Russel:Cleanup!

HesaidashestartedtogetdressedandMarang

criedfeelingthepainonherbackside.Hersons

quietedassheheardthebeltbuckleandthedoor

opening.Shesobbedinthatpositionhelefther,as

slowasshewasthatwaswrong.

Meanwhileinthelounge,LebotalkedwithRusselfor



afewbeforetheycametoanagreementandshe

smiled.

RusselleftandLebolookedattheman.

Lebo:I’m goingtotheschooltonotifythem andcall

herinsick..

Man:Letmetakeyouthereandlockthedoor.

Lebo:Let’sgo..

Theybothwalkedoutandthemanlockedthedoor.

Inthebedroom Marangfailedtomoveherbodyas

therewaspaineverywhere,sheheardthecardrive

offandforcedherselftogetoffthebedasshecried

whenshethoughtshehadnomoretearsleft.She

triedtolookforherpantiesandmoanedinpainas

sheworethem.Shelookedforhersmallphone.She

didn’tknowthepolicenumberlineortheywillsay

shedeserveditforspeakingwithJoshua?Wasthat

herpunishment?

Shesatonherstomachwincingandsherubbedher



tearswithherfist.Shewenttohercalllogandcalled

Phemelo.Shewasinschool,shehungupandwent

tohercalllogwhereshefoundJoshua’snumber,it

wasunsavedbecauseshehaddeleteditearlieron.

Atthehospital

Joshuasmiledashewentthroughsomepatient

fileshisfatherhadgivenhim,hehaddecidednotto

thinkaboutMarang’stextinthemorning.Hehad

decidedhewillaskherfacetofaceaboutit.

HisphonerangandhefrownedseeingMarang’s

number,wasn’tsheisschoolandweren’tphones

notallowedinschool?Seeletsoneverwentto

schoolwithaphone.Heanswereditandheheard

sobsattheendoftheline.

Joshua:Hello...

MarangsobbedIlongtoform words,shedidn’twant

tolivehereanymore.Whydidn’thergrandmother



takeherwithherwhensheleft.

Joshua:HelloMarang?

Marang:He-lp!

Joshua:what’swrong?

Marangsobbedsomemoreandsheheardthecar

outside.

Marang:Help...athome..help...

Shehungupandthrewthephoneunderthebedas

shecriedaloneintheroom.Shesobbedoutloud.

Sheheardthedoorsopeningandwishedshecould

die.

MeanwhileJoshualeftthefilesandwalkedtohis

dad’soffice.

Joshua:It’snotmylunchbreakyet,canIborrowyour

car?

RaJosh:whereareyougoingwithit?



Joshua:Youcanchargemeoutofmypay,I’llbringit

backinanhourorso..

Hisfatherthrewhim thekeysandhethankedhim as

hewalkedout.

AtBlock3

ThedoortoMarang’sroom openedandheraunt

walkedin.

Lebo:wipethosetears,youareawomannowakere...

Marangsobbedandaslaplandedonherbareback

Lebo:Sutlhamonna!

Shequicklywipedhertearsandfailedtolookather

aunt,shefelthowheavyherheadwasandhowher

rearendwasinpain.

Lebo:Good!



Shethrewaboxofhairremovalcream atMarang.

Lebo:shaverlesweleoandtakeabath..

ShewalkedoutandMarangsobbed.Shecrawledto

thebeandpulledhersmallphoneout.Shesenta

textforhelpagainandsentittoPhemeloand

Joshua.Shecriedagain,whydidtheydothat?She

wasuselessbuttheydidn’thavetodothattoher.

Ifonlyhergrandmotherandmotherwasaliveor

betteryetsheknewherfather.Shewishedshecould

die.

MinuteslaterJoshuaparkedhisdad’sRangeRover

parkedoutsideandJoshuacheckedhisphone.He

foundanothermessagefrom her.Hesteppedoutof

thecarastheauntopenedthecurtainandshesaw

thecar.Itwasbigandsherecognizedtheperson.

Joshuaopenedthegateandwalkedtowardsthe



door.Heknockedacoupleoftimesandthedoor

opened.Lebosmiled.

Lebo:Hello,howcanIhelpyou?

Joshua:Uhm Iwaswonderingifyoucanrelaya

messagetoMarang.

Lebo:o-Kay.

Joshua:Imetupwiththedoctorwhotreatedherfor

thedogbiteandhesaidheforgottomentionthat

therewasahighpossibilitythatshecontracted

rabies.

Theaunt’seyeswidened.

Lebo:Shewasbittenbywhichdog?

Joshua:apitbullwhichwasnotvaccinated.

Lebo:Ithasrabies?

Joshua:Yes,wetookittothevetyesterday.

Lebo:isitcontagious?Likeflu?

Joshua:Yessoeveryonearoundhermightgetrabies



anditisquitedeadlyonhumanbeings...

Lebo:Whatshouldhappen?

Joshua:thedoctorsaidIshouldtakeherfortests

andsheshouldgetmoreinjectionsandeveryone

whohasbeenincontactwithhershouldbetested.

Herheartskippedabeat.Shecameherewithdog

diseasesandwasgoingtoinfecteveryone?

Lebo:Waithere,shehasbeensickandweaskedher

nottogotoschool.

Joshua:shame.Itmustbebad.

Lebo:Itis.

ShewalkedawayleavingJoshuaatthedoorashe

keptastraightface.

ThedoortoMarang’sroom openedandtheaunt

slappedheracoupleoftimesassheyelped.



Lebo:cleanyourselfup,oretlelamalwetsia

dintśa..makeitfast..

Marangforcedherselftocrawltotheplasticand

pickedclothesasherauntwalkedout.Shepicked

thephoneandsentanotherhelpmessage.Shewore

theclothesshepickedandherauntwalkedin.She

threwthephoneinsidetheplasticbagandheraunt

draggedherhand.

Lebo:Ifyoudarementionanything,theywillkillyou.

Youwantthat.

Shequicklyshookherhead.

Lebo:Good!Let’sgo.Wipethosestupidtears.

Marangdidsoandherauntletgoofherhand.

Lebo:walknormallyMarangomotona..

Marangforcedherselftowalknormallytothedoor

andherauntsmiled.



Lebo:Youwon’tbelong?

Joshua:Aonehourthing,I’llbringherbackorbetter

yetyoucancomealong.

Lebo:Ihavetopreparelunch.

Joshua:Okay.

Heheldhershouldersandhecouldfeelherwantto

wince.Heledhertothecarastheauntwatchedtill

theygotinside.Joshuastartedthecaranddroveoff

minuteslater.

.

.

*

*
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Inthecar

Joshuaconnectedtheauxtohisphoneandlooked

atMarangwhostruggledtositproperlyontheseat.

Hesuckedinadeepbreathashedroveofftohis

parentshouse.Hismotherwasoutfortheday,ifhe

heardcorrectlyandwellhewillcomeupwitha

reasonableexplanationtohisfather.Hekeptone

handonthesteeringwheelashelookedatherred

eyes.Hewasburningtoaskherwhatwaswrongbut

shewilltalkwhensheisready.

ThecarturnedandMaranglookedoutthewindow

holdingbackhertears.Shedidn’tknowwhathe

evensaidforhertobeexpectedtoleavelikethatbut

shewasgratefulforthat.Shecoveredhermouth



withherhandsasasobnearlyescapedherlips.

Joshuapressedthebuttononthehousekeys

attachedtohisfather’scarandthegateslidopen.

Hedroveinsidetheyardandthegateclosedshortly

after.

Hegotoutfirstandwalkedtohersidewherehe

openedthedoorforher.Hedidn’twanttopushher

foranswersbuthecouldseethetearsinhereyes.

Heheldherhandandhelpedhergetoutofthecar,

shetightlyheldontoitasheunlockedthehouse.He

didnoticethatherwalkdidn’tseem normal.

Joshua:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Sheshookherhead.

Joshua:You’regood?

Shenoddedandhesighed.

Joshua:Doyouwanttotalk?

Whatherauntsaidcametohermindandsheshook

herhead.Joshualetherbeandledhertohis



bedroom.

Joshua:Sitdown,I’llbeinthekitchen.

Marangjuststoodatthedoor.Shefailedtoget

insidetheroom.Joshuafrownedandheldher

shouldersandshejumped.

Joshua:it’sme,Marangwhat’swrong?(softly)

Sheshookherheadwithtearsinhereyes,whatifhe

doeswhatthatmandidtoher?Itstillhurtandshe

couldn’tgetitoutofhermind.

Joshua:Marang?

Shestartedsobbingandheturnedheraroundas

shesobbedonhischest.

Joshua:what’swrong?

Heknewthatnoonecanjustsendamessage,a

pleaforhelpoutoftheblue.Herubbedherbackas

shecriedrememberingwhathappenedtoherjust



thismorning.Shesniffedandmovedawayfrom him

assheusedherfiststowipehertears.

Joshua:Comethen..

Heheldherhandandledhertothekitchenwherehe

placedheronthecounterthenhewentthroughthe

contentsinthefridge.

Joshua:Asandwichisokay?

Shesniffedandwipedherrunnynosewithher

fingers.Hejustmadeitandpouredjuiceforher.He

walkedtowardsherandforcedhertolookathim.

Joshua:Marang?

Shekeptquiet.

Joshua:Marang?

Hisvoicewasraisedabitandshelookedathim

withtearsasherlipstrembled,shetriedtorespond

tohim butsheendedupwailing.Hehushedherand

whenhewassureshewasmorecalmerhelether



goandforcedhertolookathim.

Joshua:LooksweetnessIcan’thelpyouifyoudon’t

talktome.Youcalledandsentatextaskingmeto

helpandI’m herekanakegobuse?

Shequicklyshookherheadastearsrolleddownher

cheeks.

Joshua:Thentalktome..TalktomesothatIcanbe

abletohelpyou.

Marang:H-he...

Shedidn’tknowhowtotellhim,maybeitwasallher

faultthatithappened.

Joshua:Come..

Hepickedheroffthecounterandledhertothe

loungewherehemadehersitonthecouch.Heleft

herthereandwenttogetthefoodandplacedthe

trayonthetable.

Shewaszonedoutandshecouldn’tutteraword



withoutcrying.

Joshua:Marangcanyouwriteitoutforme

sweetness?

Shenoddedandstartedhummingfacingtheother

waytohidethetears.Shewassurprisedthatshe

wasn’tasleepbecauseshehadaheadache.

Sleepingwouldmakeherforgetandshedidn’tknow

whyshecouldn’tforgetthislikeshedidalltheother

things.Shewantedtopushthememorybacksothat

shehadnorecollectionofthepainfulthingthat

happenedtoday.

Joshuacamebackwithanotepadandapen,he

handedthem toherandshejustheldthepenand

hertearsreachedherchinandfellonthenotepad.

Shebentherheadandbreatheddeeplyasshewrote

thefirstsentence,allthosefeelingscameback.

Thewayherheartpounded,thewayhedidn’tcare



andpulleddownherpantsandpanties,andheldher

neck.

Histhinggettinginsideherbuttsopainfully.She

clenchedherteethinpainashowherscreamstore

insidethehousehauntedherandtherewasnoone

tohelp.Herchestconstrictedasherhandshookand

thepenfellonthecarpet.Shestartedweepingand

Joshuapulledhertohim.Somethingbighappened

andhewasgoingtofindoutifshecouldn’ttellhim

buthewasn’ttakingherbackhome.

Joshua:It’sokay,don’ttalkaboutitnow...

Hermucusmixedwithhertearsasshecriedmore.

Whycouldn’theraunthelpher?Why?Wasit

becauseshewasdumbanddidn’tgetgoodgrades

likeotherkids?

Joshuahushedhertillshefinallyclosedhereyes

andheplacedherheadonhislap.Whattodo?She

couldn’tsayandhebadlywantedtofindout.He

sighedandranhisfingersalongherarm.Hepaused

ashisfingerslightlypressedherneck,itwasredand



bruised.Howcomehedidn’tpickitupwhenshegot

inthecar?

Joshua:Shit!

.

.

*

*

*

*



THEGAME
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AtJoshua’sparents

Hequietlyassessedherneckandhepushedthe

dressbackalittlebittoseeherback,thatlooked

likehandprints.

Thecogwheelsstartedturninginhismindandhe

cursed.Hehopeditwasn’twhathethoughtitwas.

Hepickedhersmallbodyupandmadehiswayto

thecarwithherinhisarms.Hewentbacktothe

houseandwalkedtohisbedroom wherehegota

fleeceblanketandhethoughttwiceaboutwalking

intoSeeletso’sroom.Hethrewthefleeceonthe

couchashepickedthetrayupandwentwithitto

thekitchen.Maybeshewillbehungrylaterandhe

won’thavetimetogototheshopssohemightas



wellputthefoodinthelunchbox.

Whenhewasdonehepickedthefleeceand

lunchboxandmadehiswaytothecar.Shewasstill

sleepingattheback,hecoveredherupandclosed

thedoorbeforehejoggedtohisside.Hegotinside

thecarandreversedasthegateopened.

AtBlock3

Russelparkedhiscaroutside,wellhecouldn’twait

tohaveheragain.Alreadyshewasgoingtobeahit

withhisbiggestclients.Hesmiledashesteppedout

ofthecarandknockedonthedoorandLeboopened

thedoor.

Lebo:Comein...

RusselwalkedinandheheadedstraighttoMarang’s

room.



Lebo:Sheisnotin..

HewhirledtolookatherandLebo’sheartskippeda

beat.

Lebo:Sheisatthehospitalapparentlyshehad

rabies...

Russel:What?(angrily)

Lebo:Shewillbeback..

Russel:You’reafool...nowsheisgoingtotalkand

weneedthatlittlerascalhere..Youmessedup!

Lebo:Shewillbeback,hedoesn’tknowathing..

Russel:Bohema!Youblundered.Youruinedthings

butIwillgetthatlittlegirlback,fuck!

AttheHospital

Danisteppedoutofthetaxiholdinghermother’s

TupperwarefullofthefoodshepreparedforJosh.

Freshjustforhim.



Shewalkedinsidethehospitalandlookedaround.

Hisfatherhaddonewellanditwasafully

functioningprivatehospital.Shesmiledatthe

receptionistasshetuckedherhairback.

Dani:Hi..

Her:Hello,howmaywehelpyou?

Dani:IwaslookingforDrColton?

Her:Hewentout..

Dani:DrColtonjunior(smilingabit)

Her:Imeanhim,youhaveanicevoice.

Dani:Thankyou.Whenwillhebeback?Ibrought

somethingforhim.

Her:Ihavenoidea.Hedidn’tsaywhenheleftherein

arush.

Dani:IsitokayIwaitforhim?

Her:Ofcourse,haveaseatthere...

Dani:Dani..



Her:Dani..

DaniplacedtheTupperwaredownfirstandsatdown.

Sheplacedthefoodonherlapandstartedpressing

herphone.Hedidn’tknowshewasherebutaman

whoworksrealhardneedstoeat.Hewonderedhow

hewasgoingtoratethefoodshecooked.

OutsideJoshuaparkedthecarandlookedatthe

smallbodysleepingattheback,hewillexplaintohis

fatherlater,rightnowheneedafemalenurseor

doctortorunsometestsandtheywillcallthepolice

ifhissuspicionsarecorrect.

Hegotoutofthecarandpickedherupwiththe

blanketcoveringher.Hecoveredherfacewiththe

blanket,hewassureshewouldn’tappreciate

everyonelookingather.Helockedthecarand

walkedtowardsthehospital.



Assoonashesteppedin,hiseyeslockedwith

Dani’seyesandhelookedawayfacingthe

receptionist.

Joshua:Hi,isthereanemptybed?

Her:Ithinkso,letmecheck..

Shegotoutofthereceptiondeskandstarted

walkingacrossthehallwaywhileJoshuaheld

Maranggentlyinhisarms.Hemovedtheblanketa

bittocheckifshewasstillasleep.

Dani:Hi..

Joshua:Hey,youdidn’ttellmethatyou’recoming.

Dani:Surprise!(smilingsadly)Itseemslikeyou’re

busy..

Joshua:It’sabusyday

Thereceptionistcameback.

Her:Thereisanemptybed,what’swrong?



Joshua:I’lldealwithit.DaniI’llbewithyouina

minute...

Hefollowedthereceptionisttotheroom andhe

placedMarangonthebed,shelookedpeacefulbut

hehadanastyfeelingthatshewillbecryingagain

lateron.

Her:What’swrong?

Joshua:(releasingaheavysigh)Ionlyhave

suspicionsand(pausing)itseemslikeacomplicated

case...keutlwaketsenwakestressebile..

Her:Howoldisshe?

Joshua:15..

Her:Isn’tshesupposedtobeinschool?

Joshua:You’reinterrogatingmenow?

Her:You’respeakinginriddles.

Joshua:I’llwaitforhertowakeupandwe’lltakeit

from there..

Her:Okay..



Theywalkedoutoftheroom leavingMarangthere

andheheadedtothereceptionwhereDaniwas

patientlywaiting.

Joshua:Followme..

ShestoodupwiththeTupperwareandfollowedhim

toasmalloffice,

Joshua:Takeaseat..

Shesatdownplacingthelunchboxdownonthe

table.

Dani:Ijustcameheretodropofflunch,Iassumed

you’llbehungry.

Joshua:ThatwasverykindofyouDee,thankyou..

Heopenedthelunchboxandokayhehadtosaythe

foodlookedscrumptious,hismouthwateredatthe

sightofthefood.

Joshua:Wow!Okayitlooksdivine.



Danilaughedtuckingherhairaway.

Dani:DoindulgeDr..

Joshua:NotaDryetDee..

Dani:Soonrra,we’llbesayingDrColton,DrColton...

Joshua:Bathong!

Heopenedthedrawertotakeaspoonwhenhis

officedooropenedandhelookedup.

Nurse:ThereisapatientandChersaidyouputher

there.

Joshua:She’sawake..

Nurse:Sheisandisjustcrying..

Joshuaplacedthespoondownashepickedhis

coatandstethoscope.

Joshua:I’m coming.(toDani)

Hestoodupandwalkedoutashetalkedtothe

nurse.



Nurse:ThosearesomewildaccusationsJosh.

Joshua:Iknowbutthat’smyclosestguess..

Nurse:Willsheagreeandherguardians?

Joshua:UrgI’llsee...

HeopenedthedoorandMarangwasfacingthe

otherwaywithtearsinhereyes.Joshuagavea

silentsignalforthem tobeleftinpeace.

Joshua:HeyMarang..

Sheturnedtolookathim andhewaswearinga

doctorscoatandhehadthatthingytheyputaround

theirnecks.

Shesniffledandsatuprightbitingherlowerlipas

thepaininherbuttincreased.

Joshua:It’sokay..

Hesatnexttoherandusedhisthumbtowipeher

tears.

Joshua:Canyoutrustmewithwhateverthat’s

botheringyousweetness?(softlyj



Marang:G-gobotlhoko(ithurts)

Joshua:Atleastyoucantalknow,hakae?Maybe

youmightgetashotortwo..

Shelaughedsoftlyinpainandhelaughed.

Marang:N-nota-aninj-injection..

Joshua:Okaynotthat.Youhatethose,talktome.

Marang:Ama(pausingtotrytostopthetears)he

touchedmeandhisthinguhm(bitingherquivering

lip)

Joshua’sheartstoppedashewaitedforhertotake

deepbreathswhiletearsrolleddownhercheeks,he

heldhersmallhandinhisandrubbeditinacalming

motion.

Joshua:Sweetnesstakeyourtimeokay?

Shenoddedandlickedherlips.

Marang:Heforced,heputhisthinginsideofme..

Joshuatriedtohidethesimmeringangerashe

rubbedherhand.



Joshua:Whenwasthissweetness?

Marang:Phakela(inthemorning)

Joshua:Fuck!(underhisbreath)

Marang:hmm?

Joshua:Nothingsweetness...You’reverybravefor

tellingmethisokay?

Shenoddedandhewipedhertears.

Joshua:IsitokayImakeafewcalls?Iwasalso

abouttoeatsomething,doyouwanttoeat?

Shenodded.

Joshua:Givemeafewminutesandyou’reverybrave,

we’llgetyouthroughthissweetness..

Hepinchedhercheeklightlyandshetouchedhis

handtomoveitaway.Joshuasmiled.

Joshua:You’llbeokayokay?You’renotgoingback.

Youhavemywordsweetness,afewminutesokay?

Marang:Okay.



Hewalkedoutandheadedtohisoffice.Ithad

alreadyslippedhismindthathehadbroughtthe

sandwichesfrom earlier.

Joshua:HeyDani,isitokayifIshare?

Danismiledwidelythinkingthathewastalking

abouther.

Joshua:Idon’tthinksheateanythingtoday,isitokay?

Hersmilefalteredandshenodded.

Joshua:Thankyou..

HegottheTupperwareashethankedheragain,

gettingthespoonandhewalkedout.Daniwaitedfor

afewminutesandshegotherstuffandwalked

alongthehallwaylookingfortheroom.Sheheard

hisvoiceandshesawthatthedoorwasslightly

open.

Joshuahadplacedthefoodbythetableandwason

thephonewhilehelookedatthegirlwhowasonthe

bed.



Joshua:Jatlhemma(Eatplease)

Hespokeonthephoneashewatchedher,heput

thephonebetweenhisshoulderandearashegot

theTupperwareandmixedthefood.

Joshua:Marangtlhemma...(onthephone)Yeah,you

cancomeinrightnow,I’m withher.

Dani’sthroatconstrictedassheheardhim saythe

nameMarang,hewassweatingontopofhersaying

thatexactname.Shechokedonaverythickballof

nothingasshelookedatthelittlegirlwhohadalot

ofacneandwastoochildishandlookedlikeshe

wasa12yearold.Youcouldn’teventellifshewas

beautifulornotbecauseoftheacne.

Shewatchedsilentlyastheballthickenedtothe

pointofherstrugglingtobreath.Heplacedthe

phonedownandfedheraspoonful.

Joshua:Skannabogoma,swallowthatoryoudon’t

likeit?



Marangswallowedandgavehim athumbsup.

Joshua:So...

Shedidn’twaittohearmore,shehalfranacrossthe

hallwaytothedoorastearswelledinhereyes.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#23

Atthehospital

Marangswallowedthelastspoonfulandlookedat

Joshua.

Marang:You’readoctor?

Joshua:Amedstudent..

HeclosedtheTupperwareandplaceditonthetable

asMaranglaidback.

Marang:Thatisnice.

Joshua:Itis,Icalledthepoliceandtheyinformedme

thattheywillbehereinanhourwithasocialworker...

Marang’sheartskippedabeat.

Marang:Am Iintrouble?



Joshua:Nosweetness,theyarecomingoverhereto

helpyouokay?Trustme.Canyoudothat?

Shemeeklynoddedherheadandhesmiledsadly.

Hedidn’twanttoaskhermoreaboutwhat

happenedbuthewasgoingtotrustthepoliceon

thisone.

Joshua:Ihavetobeinmyofficeandgetthrougha

fewthings,willyoubeokayhereallalone?

Marangthoughtaboutitforaminute.Shemightcry

andshekeptaskingherselfwhycouldn’tsheforget

whathappenedlikeshenormallyforgets.Joshua

paidcloseattentiontoherfacialexpressions,itwas

likeshewasdebatingwithherselfasshenoddedher

headthenquicklyshookitagain.Itwasgoingtobe

oneassessmentatatime,shejustwentthrough

somethingtraumaticandhewasn’tgoingtotellher

hethinksshehasAttentionDeficitHyperactivity

Disorderwhenhealsohadtoruntests.

Marang:CanIgowithyou?



Sheasked,sheonlyknewhim inthebuilding.

Joshua:Okay,letmehelpyougetoffthebed,areyou

takingtheblanket?

Marang:Isitforthehospital?

Heshookhishead.

Joshua:Thatoneismine..

Hehelpedhergetoffthebedandshewrappedthe

fleeceblanketaroundherselfandlookedathim.She

wassoinnocentandhehatedthatshewasdefiled

likethat,thatnaivetywasn’tgonecompletelyorwas

itheputastoptoitbeforeitgotworse,eitherwayit

wasgoingtostickwithherfortherestofherlifeand

shedidn’tneedtoberemindedofwhathappenedto

her.

HegottheTupperwareandwalkedtothedoor.

Joshua:Followme...



Shewalkedtohim andhelethergetoutfirstbefore

heclosedthedoor.

Intown

Danisatdownononeofthechairsasshedabbed

awayafewtears.Hecalledherthenameofachild?

Achild?Thatwasthelowestdegradationever.

Suckinginafewdeepbreathessheremembered

thatshedidn’ttakeherTupperwareandsheneeds

togetitback.Thatwashermother’sandtothink

shemadeamealspeciallyforhim.

Shestoodupandstartedwalking,shewillprobably

catchanothertaxithatwilltakeherthehospitalthen

onebackhome.Alotofmoneygonetowaste.

Atthehospital



Joshua’sfatheropenedthedoortoJoshua’ssmall

officeandfrownedashesawalittlegirlonthechair.

Shewascoloringandhumming.Hecouldseethe

headsetsonherearasshecoloredorwasshe

drawing?Hecouldn’tbesureexactly.

HespottedJoshuawhohadhisheaddeepinto

patientfilesashewrotesidenotes.

RaJosh:Joshua?

Helookedupandplacedthefiledown.Marang

couldn’thearanythingfrom theoutsideworldasshe

hummedtappingherfoottothebeat.Thisparticular

drawingwasniceandshewasidlydrawingwhat

cametohermind.Forcingherselftoforgettheman

andeverything.Tryingtopushittothedepthofher

memorywhereshewillneverrememberitagain.

Joshuastoodupandwalkedtowherehisfatherwas.

RaJosh:What’shappening?Thereisapolicewoman



whoishere..

Joshua:Theyarehere?

RaJosh:What’shappening?

Joshua:Canwetalkaboutthisoutsidefather?I’ll

explainitbutnotindetail..

Hisfathersuckedinabreath.

RaJosh:mycarkeys.

Joshuahandedhim thekeysastheystepped

outsideandwalkedtohisfather’soffice.

Astheydisappearedintotheofficeandthedoor

closed,thatwaswhenDaniwalkedintothehospital

onceagain.ShegreetedCherthereceptionistonce

againbeforeshewalkedstraighttoJoshua’soffice.

Sheknockedbuttherewasnoresponse.She

openedthedoorandsawthelittlegirlwhowason

thechair.



ShewalkedtohersincetherewasnosignofJoshua.

Shetappedhershoulderandthelittlegirlwhom she

wassurewascalledMarangjumpedabitasshe

turnedwithherhandoverherflatchest.

Marangpushedbackthememoriesandlookedat

thelady,shewasreallybeautiful.Herskinwasclear

andshehadlonghair,shewonderedifitwasher

realhair.Itwasreallylong.

Dani:Hi,I’m lookingforJoshua.

Maranglookedatthephoneinherhands.She

pausedthesonglikehehadrepeatedlytoldher.He

wasn’timpatientwhenshehadtobereminded

whereshewassupposedtopause,continueor

movetoanothersong.Hehadtoldherhispassword

anditwastoolongtograsp.Hethensaidshecan

placeherfingeronthescreenanditwillunlock

thoughsheonlyknewwheretofindmusiconly.

Phemeloneverletherusehersmartphone,theones

withtheglassscreens.Thisonewasactuallybigger



thanPhemelo’s.

Maranglookedaroundtheroom.

Marang:Onealeha(hehashere)afewminutesago..

Dani:Sureyoudidn’tseehim?

Marang:Maybeheleft..(pausingtryingtoremember

whenheleft)

Dani:I’m Dani..

Marangnoddedandlookedatthephone.Danidid

too.ShewasholdingJoshua’sphone.

Marang:Nicetomeetyou..

Dani:Willyoutellhim Iwashere?

Marang:Canyouwriteitdown?

Shesaid.Shewasafraiditwillsliphermindandthis

Daniwomanlookedsoprettyandimportant.

MeanwhileDanicouldn’tbelievethatJoshuawould

comparehertoalittlegirl.Thiswasactually

defilementifhecouldcallalittlegirl’snamewhilehe

wasontopofher.Sogullible.



Dani:DoyousleepwithJoshua?

Marang:Ma?

Dani:Areyoutwohavingsex?

Marang:No...hehelpsme..

Dani:Helpsyouhow?

Marang:Idon’tthinkIshouldtellyou.

Shedidn’twanttotellthisparticularlyprettylady

whathappened.Whatifshesaysshedeservedit?

Maranglookeddownandplacedherfingeronthe

screenanditunlocked.Thatparticularthingdidn’t

gopastDaniasshewatchedMaranggotothe

musicappandputontheheadsets.Shehasherown

fingerprintonhisphone?Wow!Unfuckingbelievable!!

ThedooropenedandJoshuawalkedinhisoffice

withhisfather.Danifixedasmileandlookedat

Joshua.

Dani:IcamefortheTupperware.



Joshua:Alright.Thankyoubytheway,sheenjoyed

thefood.

Danihadtorestrainherselffrom hurlingthe

lunchboxtowardsJoshua’sway.Hewasbeingsuch

ajerkandcouldn’theseethathewashurtingher.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?(turning)

Joshua:Thereareafewpeopleheretoseeyou..

Maranglookedalarmed.

Joshua:ThepeopleItalkedabout,thegoodpeople..

Marang:Oh.Ishouldgo?

Joshua:Followme...

Marang:ShouldIleavethephone?

Joshua:Comewithit.Daniweren’tyouleaving?

Dani:Ohright.Bye.

Joshua:Byeandthankyouonceagain.



DaniwalkedoutfollowedbyMarangwhowasstillin

thefleeceblanketandholdingthephonetoo.

Joshuaclosedhisofficedoorandheheadedthe

otherwayasDanisilentlywatchedhim benddown

toMarang’sleveltospeaktoher.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#24

Atthehospital

Inthehospitalroom JoshuastoodbyMarang’sside

asheurgedherontotalkaftershewasexaminedby

thefemalenurse.Welltheyhadgiventhem their

privacy.

Thesocialworkerheldbackhertearsasshestarted

scribblingonhernotebook.Ifaperson’sonly

guardiancandothattoachild,shedidn’tknowwhat

worldthiswasturninginto.

Policewoman:Canyoudescribethepersonwhodid

this?

Maranglookedatthewomanandsheclosedher

eyes,shedidn’twanttorememberanything.Nothing



atallandnowshehadtoremember.

JoshualookedatMarangandhehopedandprayed

sherememberedtheperson,thenursewouldbe

hereinanhourorsowiththeresultsfrom the

swabbingshedidonher.Shesaidshelasttooka

bathbeforetheincidenthappenedsotherewasstill

DNAevidenceonher.Asthusthatmeantshewasto

begivenPEPandthesocialworkersaidshewilldeal

withcounseling.

Marangstartedtodescribethemanasifshewas

drawingapictureofhim inhermind.Whenshewas

doneshewaswipingtearsaway.

Socialworker:Everyonehereinthisroom willhelp

you.

ThesocialworkerlookedatJoshuaandsilently

thankedhim.Hejustnodded.Hewantedthislittle

girltobesafe.

Policewoman:Wehaveyourstatementandwe’llget



theresults,youcalledforhelp?

Joshuatookhisphonefrom herandwenttothe

messages.Hethankedhisluckystarshehadsaved

herasMarang,heshowedherthemessagesandthe

ladynodded.

Marang:Isentmessagestomybestfriendtoo...

Policewoman:What’shername?

Marang:PhemeloMoseki...

Theladynoddedandwroteitdown.Theywere

dealingwithacaseofchildmolestation,defilement

andawholelotofchargestheyweregoingto

imposeontheauntandheraccomplices.

Policewoman:MrColtonhowdoyouknowher?

Joshua:Aweekagothedogathomebuthersowe

hadtotakecareofthehospitalbills..

Theladynodded.Theyweregoingtomakesurethat

thischildwasinsafehands.Bothherandthesocial



workercouldseethatshelookedlikeshehadbeen

cryingandtheywerejustwaitingforthefilefrom the

nurseinregardstothedamage.Itdoesn’tmatterifit

wasn’tvaginalrape,thischilddidnothingwrongand

didn’tdeserveanyofitandthey’llmakesurethatthe

perpetratorspayforthat.

AtBlock3

Lebolookedatthewatchasherheartstartedto

poundinherchest.Marangwasn’thomeyet.She

wentthroughhercalllogandfoundthenumberthat

oncecalledher.ShebelieveditwasJoshua’s.

Thephonerangunansweredforthefirstfew

secondsbeforethatdeepvoiceansweredit.

Joshua:Hello...

Lebo:Hi,thisisMarang’saunt,whenareyoubringing

herback?Aretheydonewiththeinjections?It’s

gettinglateandsheneedstobehome(panicking)

Joshua:Weareonthewaymam.



Lebo:Thankyou.

ShehungupandwalkedtoMarang’sroom.Shehad

alreadycleanedthesheetsandallthat.Shelooked

aroundandwonderedwherewasMarang’ssmall

phone.Sheshouldburnitorsomething.

Sinceshehadcleanedthebedshedidn’tseeit,that

wayMarangwon’ttalktoanyoneandshewould

knowbetterthantocrossRussel.Sheknewbetter.

Thatmanwasdangerousandhesaidhewillbehere

inanhourtotakeher.Hewantedtoleavewithher

andshesawthatitwasfine,thatwayshewasn’t

goingtolookoverhershouldereverynowandthen.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelothrewherbagonthebedandthrewherself

onit,shewasexhausted.ShewantedtocallMarang

sothatshecanaskwhyshedidn’tcometoschool.



Itwasweirdthatshewasn’tinschooltodayandshe

missedher,asmuchasshedidn’tpaymuch

attention,sherarelyjudged.

Phemelopickedherphoneandfoundmissedcalls

from Marang.

Phemelo:That’sstrange..

Shesawthemessagesandshepanickedabit

beforeshecalledMarang.

Thephonerangforsometimebeforethecallwas

dropped.

AtBlock3

Lebodroppedthecallandwentthroughthe

messages.Asstupidasshewasshehadaskedfor

helpanditdidn’tlookgoodonherside.Butthat

Joshuamanwasseriousabouttherabiesthing,or



wasitanelaboratelietoo?

Shewentthroughthemessagesandherheart

droppedjustasthedooropened.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#25

AtBlock3

Russelwalkedinandlookedaroundtheroom as

Lebotriedtohidethephone.Marangescapedand

shewassmartorratherthepersonwhohelpedher

wassmartaboutit.

Russel:Whereisshe?

Lebo:Uhsh-

Aslaplandedonhercheek,asherearrungandher

cheekburned.Heslappedher.

Russel:Mosadiwhereisthechild?

Lebo:I-shewillbeher-



Anotherslaplandedonherothercheekandshe

staggeredlosingherbalance,hittingthewallinthe

process.ShefeltRussel’shandsaroundherneck.

Russel:Youwillfindthatchildformeandbringherto

meyougot?

Shetriedtonodherheadwithacutairflow.Helet

goofherneckandsherubbedit,gaspingforbreathe.

Russelangrilylookedather,shewastheonewho

ruineditall.

Russel:Ifsheisn’there,I’llfindhermyself.

HewalkedoutasLeborubbedhertearsandsaton

thefloor,sheprayedtoGodthatMarangdidn’tutter

asinglewordortellasinglesoul.Thiswas

supposedtobesmoothandnowitjustspiraledout

ofcontrol,thiswasnothowshewantedthingstobe.

Atthehospital



Joshuatalkedtothem outsideforafewminutesas

thenurserelayedherresults.Thepolicewoman

tooknoteofitall,shewasafemaleandshe

detesteditwhenmenfeltentitledtowomenand

howthechild’sauntletthiskindofabomination

happenwasastounding.Butthenwomencanbe

eachother’sworstenemies,buttodothattoachild?

Achild?

Joshua:CanIbekeptupdatedaboutthecase?

SocialWorker:Wewilltryourbest,I’llseewhereto

placeher.Particularlyclosetoschool.

Policewoman:Yes...thankyoufortellingussir.We

haveenoughevidenceandI’m surewewillfindthe

houselikeyoudirectedus.

Joshuanoddedasthetwoladiesleft.Soshewas

goingtoberegisteredasanorphan,placedina

homeandfornowshewasinthehospital.Hedidn’t

deem itwiseforhertospendthenighthere.



Hewalkedinsidetheroom andshewashummingto

thesongthatwasplayingontheheadsets.

Hesatnexttoherandremovedoneheadset.

Joshua:Howareyoufeeling?

Marang:Iwanttoforget..(lowvoice)

Joshua:You’regoingtogetcounselingandthatlady

willmakesureyou’resafe.

Marangnodded.

Marang:I’m hungry.

Joshua:You’renotspendingthenightherethough,I

gotyourmedicationandthesocialworkerwanted

youtostartcounselingassoonastomorrow.

Marang:Ihavetotalkaboutit?

Joshua:Yessweetness.

Shesighedsadlyandnodded.

Joshua:Iknowit’stoomuchandwehavetodeal



withoneissueatatime.

Marang:DidIdosomethingwrong?

Joshua:Nosweetness..

Hehadtoholdbackfrom touchinghercheekand

insteadhetouchedhishead,heneededacleancut.

Joshua:TherearemoretestsIwanttocarryon,if

youareupforitanyway..

Marang:Itwon’thurt?

Joshua:No,getupandlet’sgetyousomethingtoeat.

ShegotupandJoshuathoughttwice,hedidn’thave

acarandhisfatherwasgoingtoleavelate.He

shouldborrowthecarthenbringitback...sucha

complicatedprocess.Heshouldn’tbemovingher

around.Sheneededtorestandchangeherclothes

too.

Joshua:Stayhereokay?



Shedidandlookedupattheceilingashewalkedout.

IntheofficeJoshua’sdadundidhistieashesmiled

onthephone.Joshuaknockedacoupleoftimes

beforehehungupandtriedtokeepastraightface

ashelethim in.

Joshua:I’m askingfortoomuch,canIborrowyour

car?I’llbringitbackandtalktoyourwifeforme.

Hisfatherraisedhiseyebrows.

RaJosh:Please...Maranghasnowheretogo..

Heleanedbackandrubbedhisbeard.

RaJosh:What’sgoingonwithyouandthatgirl?

Joshua:nothing..

Hisfathershookhishead.

RaJosh:Iwouldhateitforyoutofindyourselfona

lecaseyadefilementwhenyou’restillstudyingebile

oiseotseyeyourdegree.Yourfutureisimportant

sodon’truinit.



Joshua:Iwon’t.

Hisfatherhandedhim thekeys.

Joshua:Inanhourandpleasetalktoyourwifeabout

lettingMarangstaytillthesocialworkerfindshera

home.

RaJosh:Willshebeokay?

Joshua:Thesocialworkerandthepoliceseem to

haveitundercontrol.

HenoddedandJoshuawalkedout.Herubbedhis

head.Itwassadaboutwhathappenedtothelittle

girlandhewasgladthatthisfarSeeletsoandSara

haven’twentthroughthissortoftrauma.

Hedialedhiswife’snumber,shehasbeenacting

weirdthispastweek.Shedidn’tfindoutdidshe?He

askedhimselfbuthowwouldshefindout?That

wouldbreakher,ifshedidknowshewould’veleft

him bynowandshewasstillhere.Sheanswered

immediatelywithhercheerfulvoice.



MaJosh:Hello..

RaJosh:Hellodarling,yoursonhasafavortoask

from you..

MaJosh:O-k.Idon’tthinkI’lllikethefavor.

RaJosh:Keelthisdiscreet,Iwastoldinconfidence.

Shenoddedasshewashedthedishes,bythetime

RaJoshwasdonehiswifewassniffingattheendof

theline.

MaJosh:It’sokay,shecanstayaslongasshe

likes..bathongpeoplearethatcruel(wipingher

tears)Letmeaddanextraplateandseewhattodo.

We’lltalk.

Shehungupandhesighed.Hiswifewasagood

woman.Hesighedandthatmadehim questionhis

ownactions.Likeanyotherwomanshehadher

flawsbutshehasbeensogoodtohim andthekids,

eventheirbedroom lifewasn’tdead.Shedidput

effortintoeverythingandhewastooinfatuatedwith



thegirlofthemonththantofocusonher,shedidn’t

evencomplainaboutit.Hestartedtodelete

numbersofhissidechickandblockedtheoldones.

Shewillneverfindout.

AtPhemelo’sparents

PhemelohadabadfeelingaboutMarang,nowher

phonewasn’tevengoingthrough.Hermother

walkedinsidetheroom andPhemelolookedather,

MaPhem:PhemeloyourdadandIwouldliketotalk

toyou..

Phemelo:Okay.

ShesteppedoutandPhemelosighed,shefollowed

suitleavingherphoneonthebed.Shewillrespond

toRaine’smessagesabitlater.

Phemelosatdownonthesinglesofaoppositethe



twoseatersofaandfacedherparents.

RaPhem:Phemelo?

Phemelo:Rra.

RaPhem:weareyourparentsandwewantthebest

foryou,webothhavebusycareersthatdemanda

lotandwehaven’tbeenspendingtimewithyou.

Phemelo:Yo-

RaPhem:I’m stilltalkingPhemelo.

Shelookeddownathershotnails.

RaPhem:Thatdoesn’tmeanyoushoulddisrespect

usasyourparents.Youstillliveunderourroofand

youhavenosourceofincometofendforyourself

shouldyouoverstepthelinebetweenbeingachild

andwantingtobeanadultwhilestillachild.

Phemelo:Eerra.

MaPhem:We’lltrytotakethisstepbystep,weare

sooutoftunewithwhatishappeninginyourlife

becausewearesoconsumedbyworkandasmuch

aswhatyousaidsoundedrude,youareright.We

neverspendtimewithyou..



Phemelonodded.

MyPhem:Wecanstartwiththelittlethingslike

havingdinnertogether,IgavethehelptimeoffandI

madedinner.

Phemelofakedasmileandagreedbeforesheasked

tobeexcused.Nowthattherewereputtingeffortit

seemedweird,imaginedinnerwithherparents?

Eeuwwno!

AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuaparkedhisfather’scarandMarangstepped

outholdinghisphone.

Marang:Uh..

Joshua:Don’tworry..

Hechasedthedogsawayfrom herasheledherto

thehouse.



Joshua:mother!

MaJoshwalkedoutofthekitchenholdingaspoon.

MaJosh:Hey...ItalkedtoSeeletsoaboutsharingher

room.

Joshua:Sheagreed?

MaJosh:Yes..

JustthenSeeletsowalkedoutinshorts.Marang

lookedather,shewaspretty.Thesegirlswerepretty

andsmooth.

Seeletso:Hi...(smiling)

Marang:Heelo(lowvoice)

Seeletsolookedatherbrother.

Seeletso:Josh,youcanletherhandgo...she’sin

goodhandsbro..

Joshuadidn’tevennoticehehadbeenholdingher

hand.



Joshua:That’smysisterSeeletso,that’smymother

andSaraokae?

Seeletso:(rollinghereyes)setimpetse,she

robetse(sheisfull,sheisasleep)

Joshua:Okay..

HeletMaranggoandurgedhertomoveforward.

MarangwalkedtowhereSeeletsowasandSeeletso

askedMarangtofollowher.

MaJosh:Thattimewhenthedogbithershefainted,

sheseemsshy.

Joshua:Yep!Letmegogivedadhiscar,I’llcome

backwithataxi.

MaJosh:Orbetteryetcomewithyourdad..

Joshua:Willdo.Willbebackinafew.

HewalkedoutandMaJoshwalkedbacktothe

kitchen.Marangwastinyandshesmiledalone,why

hersonwasholdingherhandandthattight?



Obviouslyshewasn’tgoingtopointitoutand

embarrasshim.

Inthebedroom Maranglookedaround.Itwasso

pinkandshehadacomputerinherroom.

Seeletso:Thisbedisbigenoughforbothofusand

unfortunatelyIdonothaveashowerinmyroom,

we’llusethemainshower...

Marangwaslookingaround.Itwasniceandshehad

neverseenanythinglikethis.

Seeletso:Marang?

Marangsnappedoutofit.

Marang:Ma?

Seeletso:nevermind.Haishotinyyangmma,you

wearwhichsize?

Marang:anyisfine..



Seeletspwalkedtoherwardrobe.

Seeletso:Uhm Ihavethisnightdress,Iworeitonce.

I’m notsureifitwillfitbutforthenight.

Marang:Thankyousomuch..

Seeletso:BetweenmeandyouJoshualikeyou.

Marang:ma?

Seeletsocouldtellshewasslowandsheshrugged.

Seeletso:Nevermind..letmeshowyouthebathroom

mylove..

Sheledhertothebathroom.

Seeletso:Yahthisisit...urgdoIhaveextrasupplies?

Ithinkmamahasasetoffreshtowelsandface

cloths,youcanusemybodywash..

Maranglookedatthesparklybathroom,shedidn’t

evenwanttothinkaboutthatplace.Shepushed

thosethoughtsback.



Seeletso:emapelehowoldareyou?

Marang:15..

Seeletso:okay..

Shelookedatherpimples.Itwasjustastagebutthe

pimpleswereruiningherface,shewasprettyand

shehadniceeyesandthosetinylittlelips.Shewasa

baby,shorterthanher.

Seeletso:Odiraform mang?

Marang:3..

Seeletso:oh,anywaymaybeIshouldaskaboutthe

towelssoyoucantakeabathandwe’lleatwhen

everyoneishere..

MarangwalkedoutwhenSeeletsodidandshewas

justabouttofollowSeeletsowhenSeeletsosaidit’s

fine,shecanjustsitinthebedroom.

Marangsatonthequeensizebedandpickedup

Joshua’sphone,hehadforgotthatshehadit,she



presumedorheknew?Shecouldn’treadpeople.She

sighedandpressedonrandom apps.

AtBlock3

LebopanickedasshecheckedthetimeandMarang

wasnotback.Sheheardacarengineandshehadto

restrictherselffrom goingtothewindowand

checking.Shesatstillonthechairandwaited.

Minuteslatertherewasadoorknockandshewent

toopenthedoor,herfakesmilealmostdroppedbut

shemaintaineditasherheartstarteddoingthat

poundingthatwasusuallyaccompaniedbyaslight

stomachache.

Lebo:Hello(fakesmile)

.

.

*

*



THEGAME

#26

AtBlock3

Thepolicewomanlookedatthewomanwhowas

saidtohavesoldherniece.Shewasdisgusted.So

disgustedbyher.

Policewoman:Youareunderarrest.

Lebo:What?Mynieceismissingandyouwanttoput

meinprison?

Policewoman:Didyoureportyourmissingniece...

Lebopausedasshethoughtofalie.

Policewoman:Ithoughtso,youhavetherightto

remainsilentaseverythingyousayordowillbe

usedagainstyouinthecourtoflaw.



HerworkmateturnedLeboandhandcuffedher.

Lebo:WhatdidIdo?

Policewoman:Forbeinganactiveaccompliceinthe

molestationofyourniece,childtraffickingher

too..let’sgo.

Themanwiththescarwasnotinthehouseasthey

ledLebotothepolicevan.Sothatlitttledirty

scoundrelreported?Theywillgethereveniftheyput

herinjail,Russelwillfindawaytogettoherand

theywon’tfindheranytimesoon.Shesmiledas

theyputheratthebackofthepolicetruckandshe

placedherheadonherknees.

AtJoshua’sparents

Marangwalkedinsidethebedroom afterthebath,

shesmellednicenowandshehatedthefactthat

shereddenedherownskinasshetriedtoscrub

awaywhathappenedinthemorningaway.She



foundapantyonthebedandthenightdressalong

withagown.Shehasneverwornagownbeforein

herlife,ithadseemedtooexpensivewhensheused

tolivewithhergrandmother.Tearsmadetheirway

tohereyesasshethoughtofthewoman.Noneof

thiswould’vehappenedifshewasstillalive.

Shewipedhertearsandsatdownonthebed.She

worethepantiesalongwiththedressandgown.She

sawthelotiontooansheappliedit,thisallsmelled

sonice.Itsmelledofniceperfumeasshebroughtit

tohernose.Shefoundshoesbuttheywereabigger

size,itwasstillokay.

Thebedroom dooropenedandshewasexpecting

SeeletsobutitwasJoshua.

Joshua:Howareyousettlingin?

Marang:Yoursisterisniceandshetalksalotlike

Phemelo.

Joshua:Phemeloisyour...



Marang:Bestfriend.Idon’thavehernumber

memorizedmme..

Joshua:Okay.Dinnerisready..

Marang:Gasedijonyanatsasekgoanyane?(it’snot

fancyfood?)(smilingsoftly)

Joshua:You’llsee,mom isagreatcook.Come...

Heextendedhishandandshetookit.Joshuafelther

softhandinhisandlookedather.

Joshua:Areyouokay?

Marang:Iguess...

Joshua:Ifyouwanttotalktomeokay?

Shenoddedandtheywalkedoutoftheroom.Their

housewasfancyorwasitthatshewastoousedto

beingpoorthatanythingbetterseemedfancy?

Anyhowheledhertothediningroom where



everyonewasseatedandshesawalittlegirl.

Marang:that’syourothersister?

Joshua:Yes,Sara...

Marang:Sheiscuteandsmall...

Shesatdownnexttohim andMaJoshsmiled.

MaJosh:Mayweallsaygrace?

TheyallbowedtheirheadsandMarangjustdidwhat

theydid.MaJoshsaidgraceandeveryoneindulged

inthefood.Maranglookedatthefoodonthetable

andlookedatJoshua.

Marang:What’sthis?

Shepointedtothefillet.

Joshua:Fillet,youdon’teatfillet?

Marang:Ihaven’teatenitbefore..

EveryonemindedtheirownbusinessasJoshuatook



Marang’splateanddishedthefilletforher.

Joshua:Tastethis..

Hecutapieceandheldtheforkinhishand.Marang

hopedshewon’tembarrassherselfandvomitthe

foodoutbecauseshewasn’tusedtoit.Sheopened

hermouthandhefedher.Shemovedherheadback

andchewedonit.Itwasgood.

Joshua:And?

Marang:It’sactuallytasty...warekeenggape?

Joshua:Fillet.

Marang:Fillet.Gotit.

Joshuafilledherplatewithfoodbeforehefilledhis.

Inminutesherewaschatteratthetableasthey

askedMarangquestionswhichsheansweredas

honestlyasshecould.Theywerereallynicepeople.

ShesmiledabitwhenSaratalkedtoherandeven



wantedhertogoseeherroom.Shewasanicechild

too.

AnhourlaterMaJoshcameinwithdessert.

Marang:IthinkI’m full.

Seeletso:amealisnevercompletewithout...

All:Dessert!

MaJosh:afewbites..

Marang:Okay,afewbites..

Thecakewasservedwithsomewhippedcream.

Shewasn’tusedtoallofthisanditwasallnice.Nice

forthem todothis.

BythetimedessertwasoverMaJoshwasclearing

thetablealongwithRraJosh.

MaJosh:Okaygoodnighteveryone...

TheyallsaidtheirgoodnightsandMarangfollowed



Seeletsotoherroom.

Seeletso:I’lltakethesidenexttothewall..

Marang:Okay...

Sheclimbedthebedandgotundercoveras

Seeletsodidthesame.Seeletsowasonherphone

asshelaidonherback.ThatwaswhenMarang

rememberedshehadJoshua’sphone.

Marang:WhereisJoshua’sroom?Idon’tthinkIgave

him hisphoneback.

Seeletso:Uhm,justmoverightalong.Thelastroom

ontheleft.

Marangnoddedandgotoffthebed.Shepickedthe

phoneandwalkedtobarefoottohisroom.Seeletso

saidleftorright?Shewilltrybothrooms.

SheknockedonthedoorandJoshuaopenedthe

doorhalfnaked.Shecoveredhereyesandheldout



thephone.

Marang:YourphoneandI’m sorry,Ididn’tknowyou

weren’tdressed..

Joshua:It’sokay...

Helookedaroundandgotthephonebeforeheheld

herhandandpulledherinsidethebedroom.He

closedthedoor.

Marangkepthereyesclosed.Heappreciatedher

naivetysometimes.Heworehist-shirtoverthe

jeansthathunglow,thatrevealedthewaistbandof

hisCalvinKleinbriefsandtheabs.

Joshua:Allcoveredup,youcanopenyoureyes.

Marangremovedherhandandsmiled.

Marang:Thankyou.Youhavenicesongs.

Joshua:andyouhaveasweetvoice.(softly)

Marang:Huh?

Joshua:Nevermindsweetness..sitdown.



Marang:Ishouldgotosleep,yoursisteriswaitingfor

me..

Joshua:Okay...tomorrowmorningyou’llmeetthe

socialworkerandthencomebythehospitalfor

thosetestsItalkedabout..

Marang:Okay.Goodnight.

Sheheldthedoorknobandlookedathim forafew

secondsbeforesheopenedthedoorandwalkedout.

Joshuasuckedinadeepbreathandwalkedtothe

bathroom.

Atthepolicestation

Thepolicewomansighed.Thiswomanwasguiltyin

allsensesbutshewaprotectingtheperpetrators.

Why??

Shecouldn’tunderstandwhyshewouldsellherown

nieceandstillprotectthosewhohurther.Some



peoplejusthadevilintheirbloodandthiswasone

oftheveryreasonsshehadchosentobecomea

policeofficer.

Lebowasinaholdingcellandshehighlydoubted

shewasgoingtogetbail.Theyhadasolidcasebut

thewomanprotectedtheevilmen.

Shegotinsidehercarasherphonerang.She

answereditandplaceditonloudspeaker.

Her:Hello?

Voice:Heusedme...

Her:Daniwhatisup?

Dani:YouremembertheguyItoldyouabout,theone

wafriendswithbenefitsAmantle...

Amantle:oh,Iforgothisnamebutyou’rehurting

yourself.Yousoldyourselfshortbyagreeingtothe

mostridiculousarrangementI’veheardinhistory.

Dani:Ilikedhim andnowIlovehim butIknewhe



wasseeingmeeventhoughitwasnotinthemost

conventionalway...

Amantle:Yourpointis?

Dani:Mypointisthatheisseeingalittlegirl

Ammie...nnananyana...

Amantle:Ijoo...

Dani:You’reapoliceofficerandyouknowthatit’s

againstthelawtosleepwithaminor...

Amantle:Danihowsureareyou?Sleepmntaseorcry

itout,don’ttarnishreputationtsabathowithsuch

claims.

Dani:Sothelawletsadultssleepwithminors?Sheis

gullibleandI’m protectingthelittlegirl.Kanashe

lookstwelvekasefatlhegosesesalebegeng...

Amantle:ObitterDani...

Dani:I’m not.I’llshowyouinthemorning.....

Amantle:Bye..

Dani:Byemylove...



Shehungupandshereversedhercar.Shecouldn’t

stopthinkingaboutthiscase.Itwasbigforherand

shewasgoingtomakesureMaranggetsjusticeone

wayoranother.

.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#27

AtJoshua’sparents

MarangturnedandSeeletsowasstillonherphone.

Seeletso:Doyouhavefriends?

Marang:Justone,Phemelo..Aren’tyousleeping?

Seeletso:Ican’tsleep,don’tworryI’llwakeupinthe

morningforschool.AreyouonFacebook?

Marang:No...Ihearpeopletalkingaboutitatschool.

Seeletso:LetmesearchforyourfriendonFacebook,

what’sherfullname?

Marang:PhemeloMoseki..

Seeletsotypedthenameandsheturnedtoface

Marang.



Seeletso:Thisone?

Sheshowedherthepictures.

Marang:Yes..

Seeletso:Nice...

Seeletsowentthroughthepicturesandwellthis

Phemelofriendofherwasgood,okayshepausedas

shethoughtabouttheMosekisurname.Itsounded

sofamiliartoherbutshebrusheditoff.Sheturned

tofindMarangfastasleep.Shewassuchasmall

humanbeingandJoshlikedher.LikeJoshua

actuallyhadagirlheliked.Wow!

Shefacedtheotherwayandputthephoneunderher

pillowandclosedhereyes.

AtPhemelo’sparents



PhemelotalkedtoRaineasshethoughtaboutit.

Raine:Wellweorganizedamoviedatethisweekend.

Phemelo:Icannotwait..

Raine:Yourfriendisnotcoming?

Phemelo:RaineMaranghasbeenthroughalot,she

losthergrannyandstufflikethat.

Raine:Itcouldcheerherupyouknow,whenoneis

goingthroughsomethingtheyshouldn’tbottleitall

upandisolatethemselves.Freshairwoulddoher

good,awholelotofgoodforthatmatter.

Phemelo:Youareright,whenshecomestoschoolI

willaskherbecausesheisnotansweringherphone.

Raine:Kanamothoshouldbesurroundedbypeople.

Imaginesheisallaloneandherlifeproblemsgetto

herandshethinksofsuicide.That’snotright

besidesI’m excitedtomeethertota.Allyourclose

friendstogether?

Phemelo:Thatwouldbeawesome.Shedoesn’ttalk

thatmuchthough...

Raine:Whoapproachedwhofirst?



Phemelo:Idid,shedidn’tcarethatIwasfrom a

privateschoolbesidesnoonehangedaroundher

andpeoplewithalowprofileareusuallythebest

people.

Phemelolaughed,wonderingwhatgoesthrough

Marang’shead.Sheusuallygaveshortanswersthen

hermindwouldwanderawaytoGodknowswhere.

Phemelo:Mxm,nightRaine.

Raine:Night.Youstudiedakeremme?

Phemelo:Yesofcourse..night.

Shehungupandplacedthephonebythenightlamp.

Shewasjugglingitallprettywell,theboyfriend,

schoolworkandwhenhewasn’tbusyawholevideo

calljusttohelpherwithafewquestions.Datingwas

notthatbadconsideringthiswasherveryfirst

boyfriend.Thedinnerwithherparentswasalsonot

thatbad,sheshouldgivethem thebenefitofthe

doubtandgivetheirrelationshipatry.



AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuawasawakeashelaidonhisstomachinthe

bedroom.Shewasintheotherroom andhedidn’t

knowhowhecouldsleeptoday.Hepickedhisphone

andgotoffbed.Heheadedtothekitchenashis

phonebeepedanditwasamessagefrom Dani.

Dani:Can’tyouseeyou’rehurtingmeJoshua?

Hefrowned.Whatthehellwasshetalkingabout

now?Andsendingmessagesatthisungodlyhour.

Hetextedback.

Joshua:Andthen?

Dani:Youcan’tusemeforsexandthendateachild..

Joshua:Uhu!Okay.Sharpanddeletemynumber.

Dani:What?Iloveyouandyoudothis?

Joshua:lovewasnotpartofthearrangementDee.



Pleasedeletemynumberforthesakeofyour

mentalhealth.

Afterhesentthattextheblockedher.Shehonestly

thoughtthathewasgoingtofallinlovewithher?

Notthathesawheronlysometimes.Womensell

themselvesshortandexpectyoutonotdothat

whentheydidittothemselves.

Heplacedhisphonedownandopenedthefridge

lookingforsomethingtoeat.

Thefollowingmorning

Everyonewasupbrightandearlyasthegirlsgot

readyforschoolandJoshuadraggedhisfeettothe

bathroom.

MaJoshwasinthekitchenpreparingbreakfastand



alunchboxforherhusband,Joshuaandthekids

includingMarang.Shewasyoungerthanhesecond

bornandyouwouldn’tguessshewasateenagerifit

wasn’tfortheacneonherface.

RaJoshwalkedintothekitchenandhesmiled.He

heldhiswife’swaistandkissedhercheek.

RaJosh:Morning.

MaJosh:Morning,I’m almostdoneokay,youcansit

downandeat.

Hestilldidn’tletgoofherwaistandshelaughed

pushinghim off.

MaJosh:BehaveDrColton.

JustasshesaidthatSeeletsowalkedinside.

Seeletso:Breakfastthisearlymorning?Marang

shouldcomehereoftenwaitselookatmom making

breakfastaround5am..



MaJosh:Madumegaayomomolomong?(Cankt

yougreet?)

Seeletso:Morningmom..morningdad..I’llbeback.

ShewalkedoutandMaJoshshookherhead.She

hatedthatSeeletsowasmorelikeherfatherthan

shewished.

Meanwhileinthebedroom Marangwasfastasleep,

sheturnedonhersideashersmalllipspartedanda

softsnoreescapedherlips.

Anhourlatereveryonewasinthekitcheneating

breakfast.WhenSeeletso’staxiwashooted,shejust

pickedthelunchboxandherschoolbag.

Seeletso:Bye,thankyoumom.

Shewalkedoutaseveryoneatetheirfood.RaJosh

leftshortlyafterSeeletsoandMaJoshlookedather



son.

MaJosh:Aren’tyougoingtowork?

Joshua:Iam..LetmeseeifMarangisawake,sheis

supposedtomeetthesocialworker.

MaJosh:Okay.Herfoodisinthemicrowave,her

lunchboxisinthefridge,mycarkeysareonthe

table.Letmecleanupandsleep.You’lldropSaraoff

atpre-school?

Joshua:Okay.

SarawenttotheloungetowatchtvandJoshua

wenttoSeeletso’sbedroom.

Heknockedsoftlyonthedoorandtherewasno

response.Heknockedoverandovertillheheardthe

rustlingofthesheets.ThedooropenedandMarang

lookedathim assherubbedhereyes.

Sheyawnedsoftlyandblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Marang:Morning..

Joshua:Hey,takeabathsweetnessthencomeeat.



Marang:Okay.

Shestretchedherarmsandlookedathim.

Joshua:Wasyoursleepgood?

Marang:Itwas.

Shesaid.Shewasjustgladshedidn’tdream ofthe

incident.Shewantedtoforgeteverythingrelatedto

itsobadbecauseshedidn’twanttocry.

Joshua:Getready..

Shenoddedandwalkedbackintothebedroom

wheresheslidherfeetintoSeeletso’ssize5slides.

Shepassedhim bythedoorandheadedtothe

bathroom.Shelookedattherailandherpanties

wherenotthere,yesterday’spanties.Hercheeks

reddenedwhensherememberedhowoldand

almosttornherpantieswere.Sheremovedthegown

andthenightdress.Thepantiessheworewerenice.

Shehummedasshestartedfillingthebathtubwith



warm water.Theyweresokindtoher.

JoshuawaitedpatientlyforMarangtobedone.

Thirtyminuteslatershewalkedoutwearingadress

thatlookedbiggerthanher,Seeletso’sclothesdidn’t

fitherandhewasn’tabouttotakeheraroundthe

mallformoreclothes,sheneededtorestandwho

knewhowlonghermeetingwiththesocialworker

willbe.

Marang:SeeletsosaidIcanwearsomeofher

clothes.

Joshua:Youdoknowtheclothesarenotyoursize..

Shenodded.

Marang:I’m usedtoit,Ineverhadclothesthatfitme.

Joshua:Breakfastisinthemicrowaveandyour

lunchboxistheretoo.

Marang:Lunchbox?

Joshua:Mhmm,youdoneedtoeatatlunchtime.

Marang:Thankyou.



ShewalkedtothekitchenandcalledJoshua.

Marang:Openthemicrowaveforme.

Joshua:Thisishowyoudoit..

Shesawhim extendanarm asheopeneditwith

ease,hiscolognewasnice.

Joshua:Yougotit?

Shenoddedandhehandedherthecoveredplate

thathadbreakfastandhetookoutthelunchbox.

Joshua:We’llwait.Eatandthenwegookay?

Marangnodded.

Atthepolicestation

AmantlerolledhereyesasDanicriedhereyesout.

Sheconsoledherandhungup.Sheplacedher

phonedownandtalkedtotheteam,theyweregoing



tosearchthehouseandtheyhadasearchwarrant

forthatandmaybegetthechild’sdocuments

becauseasfarassheisconcernedthestatewillbe

takingcareofMarangfrom nowon.Thesocial

workerhadassuredherthatMarangwillbeingood

hands.

Lebowasinaholdingcellandtheywillinterrogate

hersomemorelater.Rightnowtheyhadtogotothe

placetocollectthedocuments.Shehadsuspicions

onwhowastraffickingthechildbuttheywere

baselessmoreespeciallythatLebowasprotecting

theguy.Evilwoman.

.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#28

Atthehospital

Joshuaclosedhisfilesafterhehadcrossexamined

Marang.Thesocialworkerwasn’thereasofyetso

hehadtime.

Maranglookedathim inhiswhitecoatandall.She

hadnoideawhythismanwassokindtoheralong

withhisfamily.

Joshua:Uhh...

Heremovedthestethoscopeandplaceditonthe

deskandlookedatMarang.

Joshua:sweetnesswehaveaproblem here.

Marangshiftedinherseatasshelookedathim



again.

Joshua:Youhaveapredominantlyinattentivetype

ADHD.Iknowthat’saverybigterm foryoumylove...

Hepaused.Whatthefuck?Didhejustsaymylove?

Helookedatthefileandatherandshehadn’t

noticedwhathehaduttered.

Joshua:AsIwassayingyouhaveanattention

disorderhencethelackoffocusandfrom whatyou

havesaiditstemsfrom childhood.

Marang:okay.

Joshua:Iknowyournotfollowing,I’m goingtowrite

downaprescriptionofstimulantsandwe’llseeas

theweekgoesifyoucangetalongtimepatchand

seetheeffectthestimulants.Ihavealistof

medicationsbutIassessedthepossiblesideeffects

too..AlsoI-

Shewasn’tevenlisteningandhesighed.

Joshua:Marang?

Hecalledhernamethreemoretimesbeforeshe



answered.

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Iwillgiveyoumedicineandyouhaveto

undergobehaviortherapy,psychotherapyandsocial

therapyandsinceyouaregoingtotherapyI’m sure

yourtherapistwilldealwiththat.

Marang:Okay..

Therewasadoorknockonhisoffice.

Joshua:Comein..

Thesocialworkerwalkedinandshesmiled.

Joshua:HiMrsThuso..

MrsThuso:Goodmorning,Iwasheldbackbythe

trafficbutI’m here.HeyMarangbaby..

Marang:Hii...(smiling)

MrsThuso:WellwhileIwillbesortingthepaperwork,

thankyouforthehospitality.

Joshua:Anytime..

MrsThuso:ShouldIdropherhereagainafterthe



therapytoday?

Joshua:Ofcourse,I’m suremymotherwon’tmind.

MrsThuso:Thankherformeonceagain.

Joshua:Speakingoftherapy..

MrsThuso:yes?

Joshua:ShehasADHD.

MrsThuso:oh..

Shesaiditmoretoherself.Explainswhyshehad

zonedoutyesterdayandtheyhadtocallhername

overandoveragainbeforeshewasbacktoreality.

Joshua:Sheneedstherapy,Ihavealistof

medicationtoo..

MrsThuso:Youaresokind.

Hesmiled.

Joshua:It’snothing.Soyouwillsortitout?

MrsThuso:Ofcourse.Thankyou.



JoshuanoddedandMrsThusowalkedoutwith

Marang.Shetoldherselfoverandoveragainthat

theyweregoodpeoplewhohadherbestinterestsat

heart.

AtBlock3

Amantleandherteam walkedinsidethehouse.It

seemedasifthepeoplewhowerelivinginitleftlast

night.Howconvenient.Shewalkedinsidetheroom

andshepausedseeingablackrefusebag.Shewent

throughitandthoselookedlikeagirl’sclothes.This

wastherightaddressMarangwaslivingheresothis

must’vebeenherroom.

Sheopenedthewardrobeandshesawthesheets

thatwereshovedinthecorner.

Amantle:interesting.



Shestretchedoutthesheetandithadstains,hmm..

Sheopenedtheclearbagshecamewithandthrew

thesheetinside.Theyhadcomeherefordocuments

andhercolleaguesweresearchingotherrooms.

Shewentthroughthebagsandshesawtheschool

bagthathadbooksandherschoolstuff.Shewas

probablygoingtoneedallofthem.

AtSunshineOrphanage

MrsThusoshowedMarangaroundtheorphanage,it

wasawasawalkabledistancetoschoolsoshewill

saveontransport.

MrsThuso:Howdoesitlook?

Marang:It’sokay...

MrsThuso:Areyousure?Bytheendofthisweekyou

canmovein.



Marang:Iwillbesafe?

MrsThuso:Iassureyouchild,you’llbesafe..

MarangnoddedandfollowedMrsThuso.MrsThuso

hadtalkedtothetherapistafterMarang’sfirst

session.Apparentlyshehadbeenclosedoffbutshe

understood,shehadbeenthroughsomething

traumaticsotheywon’tgiveup.Shewillgetthrough

this.

MrsThuso:Letmedropyouoffokay?

Marangnoddedassheslidherhandsintothe

pockets.

Atthehospital

MrsThusoknockedonthedoor.

Joshua:Comein.

ShewalkedinwithMarangandshesmiled.



MrsThuso:We’vefoundaplaceandshesaidit’s

okay.I’llcomewithmoredetailswiththesorted

paperwork.

Joshua:Thankyou.

ShesaidgoodbyetoMarangandMaranglookedat

Joshuawhowasworking.

Joshua:Ididn’twanttoaskthisearlierbutwhatdo

yourgradeslooklike?

Marang:IgetDsandEs..

Joshua:YouarewritingkaNovemberakere?

Shenodded.Shehadacceptedthatshewasgoing

tofailandnotgotoseniorschool.

Joshua:Ihaveasuggestion...

Marang:Thereisnouse,I’m stillgoingtofail.

Joshua:Noyou’renot...howfaristheorphanageto

myhouse?



Marang:It’sawalkingdistance,it’snoteventhatfar

from school.

Joshua:EveryweekendcomeoverandletSeeletso

helpyou,sheisinform 4.

Marangsighed.Shewastoostupidtograsp

concepts.

Joshua:andyou’renotstupidMarang.

Marang:It-

Joshua:Areyouhungry?

Marang:I’m okay.

Thatevening.

AtJoshua’sparents

MaJoshclearedthetableasJoshuawalkedout

followedbySeeletsoandMarang.



Thegirlsclosedthebedroom doorandSeeletso

lookedatMarang.

Seeletso:JoshsaidIshouldhelpyousoshoot..

Marang:Youdon’thaveto..

Seeletso:Okho...wearemakingsurehiswifewillbe

smart...

Marang:Whosewife?

Seeletso:Nevermind..Weshouldstartwithscience

mydearray..

Marang:Seeletso...

Seeletso:notupfordiscussionrayray...

TwohourspassedandSeeletsolookedatMarang.

Seeletso:youhaveashortattentionspanmogirlyoh,

butwaitsekeeng,gakehelepelommawee..didyou

grasptheconcept?

Marang:Alittle.

Seeletso:dothis.Likefortheshorttimeyoucan



focussingalongthenotesorhum them asifit’sa

song...sotomorroweveningyoucanuseyourartto

youradvantage.

Marang:You’resmartandyouweren’timpatient...

Seeletso:Andyouaresmart...aslongasyoucan

passform 3,we’lldealwithform 4nextyear...

Marang:Youdon’t-

Seeletso:whateverMarang...ifyougetaCatleastfor

thislevel...

Therewasadoorknock.

Seeletso:Joshuawearegood.Westudiedhau...

Joshualaughedattheothersideofthedoor.

Joshua:Moreyeatleanwedipilisi(tellhertocome

takeherpills)

Seeletso:Youcanhearhim..

Marangstoodupandwalkedtothedooropeningit.



Joshuahandedherthepillsandabottleofwater.

Joshua:and?

Marangjusttookthepillsanddownedthem with

water.Shehandedhim thebottlebeforeshestood

onhertoesandhuggedhim,hersmallarms

wrappedaroundhiswaist.

Marang:Thankyou.

Joshuafrozeforafewsecondsbeforeitclickedand

heplacedhishandonhersmallback.

Joshua:Anytimesweetness..

Shebrokethehugandsmiledathim onceagain.

Marang:Thankyousomuch..

Shewalkedinsideandclosedthedoor.Joshua

rubbedthebackofhisneckmeekly.Hehadn’t

expectedthathugfrom her.Notatall..



Atsomeplace

ThemanwiththescarlookedatRussel.

Man:Issheworththetrouble?ThePolicewere

snoopingaroundearlierandifthatLebotalksits

overforus.

Russelthoughtaboutit,hewantedthegirlbutwhat

usewouldshebeiftheycatchouthissyndicate.

Russel:SoLeboisokaytakingthefallalone?

Man:Yes.Yes...shewasstupidandfailedasimple

task,shehasnousenowandthechildescapedand

thepoliceareinvolved.IfsheisabductedandLebo

crackswearescrewed.

Russel:Youareright..weshouldmovefast.

Man:ThereisnewbusinesskoKasane...most

touristswouldwantgirlsandthosegirlswoulddo

thingstobettertheirlives.

Russel:Okay.Weshouldleavefirstthinginthe



morning.

.

.

*

*

AYEARLATER



THEGAME

#29

AtMaterSpeiCollege

ThebellrangandMarangwasthefirsttowalkoutof

class.ItwasaSaturdayandshehadthelaundryto

takecareofbeforeshewenttocheckonSeeletsoto

helpherwithmath.

Phemelo:Marang!!(shouting)

Marangstoppedinhertracksandwaitedfor

Phemelowhobreathlesslycaughtupwithher.

Phemelopushedherglassesbackandadjustedher

bag.Marangwasokaywithdoingdoublesciences

andSeeletsodidhelphergetaCsonowhereshe

wasdoingherabsolutebest.ThoseAsandBsdidn’t

gounnoticedandthereweresubjectssheexcelled

onbetterthanpuresciencestudents.Subjectslike



Art,EnglishandGeography.Shewasreallygoodat

them.PhemelohadgottenasolidAforherfinals

andshewashappyforherfriend.

Phemelo:Let’sstartwalkingtothetaxirank..

Marang:Okay..

Phemelo:Doyouwanttogotothelibrary?

Marang:Me?

Phemelo:Yesyou...

Marang:ngng,gakebatlegogotshwarelakerese

mma(Idon’twanttobethethirdwheel)

Phemelo:Rainewillbethere...

Marangsighed.Shedidn’tlikeRainebutwhatcan

shesay,itseemedasifshewasherbestfriend’s

otherbestfriend.

Marang:Kebusy...

Phemelo:Andyouneedtorelax...Wearealmostdone

withmid-yearexams...



Marang:Still...ItoldMrsThusothatIwilldothe

laundryyaallthekidsatSunshine..

Phemelo:Okay.Whenwecloseschoolsdoaskfor

permissionforasleepoverorsomethingalong

thoselines..

Marang:okay..

Theywalkedalongastheydiscussedthe

mathematicsthattheyweregoingtowriteon

Monday.

AtJoshua’sparents

AblackMercedesdrovethroughtheyardasthegate

opened.Theyounggentlemansteppedoutofthe

carassoonastheenginestopped.

Thedogsbarkedforawhiletilltheyrealizedwhoit

wasandrantohim.Joshuachuckledasheknocked



onthedoorandhismotheropened.

MaJosh:ngwanakebathong!lookatyouallgrown..

Hehuggedhismother,

Joshua:Hey,Iwasjustpassingby...

MaJosh:Youarealwaysbusybathong...

Joshua:Iappliedforatransferhere,hopeitwillbe

approved.

MaJosh:Youdroveallthewayfrom Mauntocheck

onus?

Joshua:Mhmm..

Andtocheckonsomeone.Hethoughttohimself.

Hismotherlethim goandhewalkedinsidethe

house.Lifehasbeenhecticonhispartbuthedid

comeherewhenitwaspossible.Hehadlastseen

MarangaroundDecemberandshehadbeenmaking

somuchprogresswiththecaseandherADHD.She

didn’thaveaphoneunfortunately ♀buthejust

wantedhertohealwithnodistractionsandallthat.



Itfeltsogoodtobebackhomeregardless.

MaJosh:Youshould’vetoldme,Iwouldhavemade

foodforyou.

Joshua:Soextraplatekeyamang?

MaJosh:Dipotsotseokeyesdibotswangkebana

bamalapaamangwe(thosearequestionsaskedby

otherpeople)

Joshua:(raisinghishands)okay,letmegogetmy

bag..

Hismothersmiledashewalkedout.Joshualooked

aroundandwalkedbackintothehouse.

Atthetaxirank

Itwascongestedandobviouslyalotofkidswere

justbackfrom theirSaturdaystudy.



Phemeloslidherphoneoutofherdresspocket.

Marang:Phonesarenotallowed.

Phemeloshrugged.

Phemelo:WehaveourwaysRangz.

Phemelotypedonherphoneasshelookedaround.

Aguycamebehindherandwrappedhisarms

aroundPhemelo.

Phemelo:Baby(squealing)

Guy:Heyyou..

Phemeloturnedaroundandhuggedhim beforeshe

brokethehugshehadwithTheo.

Phemelo:YouremembermybestfriendMarang..

Theo:Yes.Iwasheretosayhi,theguysarewaiting

formethatside.

Shepointedtotheleftandbothgirlsglancedinthat



direction.

Phemelo:Okay.(hugginghim again)seeyoulater

okay?

Theo:Okaybabe...

Hekissedhischeekandwalkedawaytowherethe

boyswere.

Phemelo:Hehasfineassfriendsdoesn’the?

Marang:Ijoo...Let’sgetataxiandgo..

Phemelo:Theoneinthecapiscute.Hisnamestarts

withaBorsomething.

Marang:Phem Phem motholet’sgo...

Phemelo:Iwasjussaying.Areyousureyoudon’t

wanttojoinus?

Marang:Nope...

TheywalkedforwardandMarangfoundataxi.She

saidbyetoPhemelowhogotinsidethenexttaxi.



AtSunshineOrphanage

ThetaxistoppedandMarangpaidthetaxifareas

shesteppedout.Sheopenedthegateasthekids

playedaround.

Kid:Maraaang!

Shelaughedasthekidasdustyashewasjumped

onher,shepickedhim up.

Marang:Hello...

Sheputhim downandwalkedtothehouseand

greetedthecaregivers.Shewalkedtotheroom she

sharedwiththreemoreothergirlsandsheputher

bagdown.Sheyawnedandsatonthebed.Eatthen

washthentakepillsandcheckSeeletsotohelpher.

Shegotit.Sheyawnedandplacedherheadonthe

pillow.Justthirtyminuteswoulddo.

AtJoshua’sparents



Seeletsoclosedherbooks.Marangwassupposed

tobeherearoundhalftwoandnowitwasalmost3.

Howlongwasshedoingherlaundry??

Shewalkedoutofherroom andpassedherbrother

whowasinthekitchen.

Seeletso:justsayyoumissedmom’scooking.

Joshua:walapisa...howisform 5?

Seeletso:fine.Theybeatusforeverysilly

mistake..Mxm!

Joshua:andthen?

Seeletso:nothing.I’llbeback...

Shewalkedoutofthehouse.Shewalkedtothegate

andpusheditopen.Sheshooedthedogsawayand

sheclosedit.Itwasawalkabledistancesoshewas

goingtoseewhatwasup.Tomorrowshewouldbe

toobusywithothersubjectsthantofocuson



mathematics.Joshua’swifeenebathong!

MinuteslaterSeeletsoopenedthegateandknocked.

Okaytheyknewherheresoitwasn’tasifshewasa

strangeroranything.

Seeletso:Dumelang..

Caregiver:Hi,mothowaagoorobetse(yourpersonis

fastasleep)

Seeletso:I’m goingtowakeherupyoh!

Caregiver:Youknowtheway.

Shesmiledandwalkedtotheroom.Sheknocked

andoneofthegirlswhosharetheroom with

Marangopened.

Her:Wakgorotlhaebile(sheisevensnoring)

Seeletso:(laughing)hey..

Her:Hi,comein..

ShewalkedinsideandMarangwasstillinher



uniform.

Seeletso:Sleepingbeautywakeup!

SheshookheracoupleoftimesasMarangturned

tofacetheotherway.Shewasshakenyetagainand

shereluctantlyopenedhereyes.

Marang:Ngng(sleepy)

Seeletso:Adogiscoming!

Marang’sreflexeswerequicktograspthatandshe

screamed.Allthegirlslaughedonceshestopped

screamingandrubbedhereyes.

Marang:It’snotfunny(slowly)

Seeletso:You’relate...

Marang:What’sthetime?

Seeletso:3pm..I’m scorchedbythesunandwena

you’regettingyourbeautysleep?

Marang:Ilosttrackoftimeand(yawning)Iwastired.



Seeletso:Changesothatwecango.

Marang:Ididn’tdothelaundrydidI?

Sheaskedherselfoverandoveragain.Shedoesn’t

rememberdoingitthough.

Marang:Tomorrowthen,itwon’tbedryontime..

Marangunzippedthelongtunicandpulleditover

herhead.

Seeletsoburstintolaughter.

Marang:What?

Seeletso:Nothing,changemma..

ShewasstillthattinygirlandthethoughtofMarang

withherbrotherwashilariousrightnow.Shelooked

likealiteralkidnexttohim.Sheshookherhead.At

leastthepimpleswereclearingupandyoucouldsee

herperfectjawlineandthosetinylips.Shewasso

cuteandeveryonecouldseethat.Shedidn’tknow



howJoshuawasgoingtoreactseeinghissupposed

crush.

Marangworethedressandherflipflops.

Seeletso:Keoresomeofushatethelongschool

dressesandyouwearalongdress..

Marang:ShouldIgetmybooks?

Seeletso:Pleasedo..

Marangknelttothegroundandtookoutother

notebookstillonlyshewasleftwiththe

mathematicsnotebookandtextbook.

Marang:wecango...

Theywalkedoutofthebedroom andMarangtold

hercaregiverswhereshewasgoingandwhereto

findherifitgetslate.



ThetwostartedwalkingtoSeeletso’splace.

Seeletso:Yougotyourperiods?

Marang:itwasawkward,beingthesecondmonthI

startedtogetthose.

Seeletso:Latebloomerbutosharp?

Marang:mhhm...MrsThusoexplainedeverythingto

me..

Seeletso:doyouhavecravings?

Marang:UhIdon’trememberbutwe’llsee..

Whentheygotthere,Seeletsopushedthegateand

Marangstoodback.

Seeletso:Theywon’tbiteyou,Ialwayssaythis..

Marang:Okay(takingdeepbreaths)

ShesteppedinsideandSeeletsoclosedthegate.

Seeletso:mamadishedforyou..



Marang:Herlambroast.

Seeletso:Shemadestewtoday..

Marang:Stillfine.I’llsaythankyou(pausing)thisisa

nicecar.

Seeletso:WhenIstartworking,I’m goingtogetacar

betterthanthismntase...

Marang:It’ssoniceandlooksnew..

Seeletso:Apparentlyitis..

Sheopenedthedoorandtheywalkedinside.Marang

pausedandherjawdropped.Joshuaputtheplate

down,staringatthehumannexttohissister.

Marang:Hiiiii....

Joshuastoodupandopenedhisarmsforher.Don’t

letherthinktwiceaboutthis,hesaidoverandover

againinhishead.

Marangplacedthebagdownandwalkedintohis

arms.

Marang:Hiandyoudidn’ttellme(softly)



Joshua:Hellotoyoutoosweetness...

.

.

*

*

*

Abonusfrom metoyouguys



THEGAME

#30

AtJoshua’sparents

Marang’sarmswerearoundhiswaistandhestill

usedthesamecolognesheremembered.

Marang:Hello..

Joshuachuckledashelookeddownather.

Joshua:Yougood?

Marang:yeah..

Heletgoofherandshemovedafewstepsaway

from him asshesmiledshyly.Shepickedherbag

andavoidedSeeletso’sgaze.Seeletsojustmadeher

waytoherroom andJoshuaputhishandsinhis

pocket.



Joshua:canIseeyouafteryouguysaredone?

Marang:Sure..excuseme.

ShewalkedtoSeeletso’sbedroom.

Seeletso:I’m notevengoingtoask..Ihavetwohours

tospare.

Marang:Okay.

ShesatonSeeletso’scarpetandremovedherflip

flops.ShetookherbooksoutandSeeletsojoined

heronthecarpet.

Seeletso:Whichtopic?

MarangArang:Equationsandusingthequadratic

formula..

Seeletso:O-k.Doyouhavepracticequestions?

Marangopenedherbagandtookoutthesheetof

paper.Theyhadquestionsthattheteacherhad

givenoutaspractice.



Marang:here..

Shehandedthem toSeeletso.

Seeletso:let’sgetsolving.Soitgoeslikethis...

Meanwhileinthekitchenthatwaswhenitclicked

whotheextraplatewasfor.Shortlyafterhecame,

hisparentsleftleavinghim withhissistersandhe

didn’tknowMarangwascoming.

Saramadeherwaytothekitchen.

Sara:Iwanticecream.

Joshua:okay.

Hetookitoutofthefreezerandtookoutanice

cream bowl,dishingupforher.

AtPrison



Lebotiedtheorangjacketaroundherwaistasshe

tendedtothegardensthere.Sinceshehad

protectedtheirnamesshehadbeenexpectingthem

tosendagoodlawyeronherbehalfbutno,shewas

sentenced15yearsofjailtimewithnoparoleforthe

firsttenyears.

Shecouldrememberthatdayatcourtasifitwas

yesterday.Tearsfilledhereyesasshewipedthe

sheenofsweatonherforeheadwithherhands.She

gotthediggingforkandstarteddigging.Prisonwas

horrible.Thefoodandeverything.

Oneofhercellmatesjoinedherinthediggingand

theydidthatinsilence.

Her:Youhavenoparoleserious?

Lebo:Mhmm..atleastyourcrimewascorruption..

Sheshrugged.

Her:OnemoreyearthenparoleakereIhavebeen



behaving.ThereareothercrimesIwouldrathernot

commit.Iwassoldoutbymypartnersbutit’sokay.

Lebo:IthinkI’m goingtodiehereallalone.

Her:it’saman’sworldmam.Andwhywouldyousell

youronlyniece?Whensheisallsuccessfulshe

would’vehelpedyoubutwhatdoIknow,I’m justa

corruptworker.

Theykeptondiggingtillhercellmatewenttogetthe

wateringcan.

Her:Ithinkwecultivatedenough.

Leboplacedthediggingforkdownandwenttogeta

wateringcantoosotheycanstartwatering.

AtJoshua’sparents

Seeletso:we’redone.Yougotit?

Marangclosedhereyesandpicturedeverythingthey

justdid.Sheopenedhereyesminuteslater.



Marang:Yes.Thankyouonceagain.

Seeletso:let’sgoeat..

Marangstoodupandstretchedbeforeshefollowed

Seeletsotothekitchen.Joshua’scolognewasstill

hangingintheairwhenMarangopenedthe

microwave.Tothinkthatshedidn’tevenknowhow

touseitletaloneopenit.

Seeletso:thereisicecream inthefreezerifyouwant

some..

Marang:Idon’tthinkIwillhavespaceforicecream.

Seeletso:Kanawena,ojaokarekoko(youeatlikea

chicken)

Marang:Let’sjusteat..

Seeletso:Iknowyouwon’tfinishthefoodbut

anyway..(trailingoff)

TheysatonthecouchandSeeletsoscrolledthrough

thechannellistwhileMarangstartedeating.Mrs

Coltonwasagoodcook,herfoodalwayslefther

wantingmorethoughshecouldfinishthewhole



plate.SeeletsosettledonMzansiMagicandstarted

eatingasshefedMarangthelatestgossip.

Seeletso:GatweyourfriendPhemeloisdatingthis

otherguy,Iforgothisname.

Marang:Theo..

Seeletso:thatone..thatguyisafuckboy,I’m scared

forher..

Marangshrugged.

Marang:ShelistenstoRainemorethanshelistensto

me.

Seeletso:sheissmartandI’veseenhernameonthe

listyatoptenbutthisguyisbadnews.

Marang:Thebadguysweseethem onnovelshela

mme..

Seeletso:don’tgetmestartedonmybookcharacter

crushes..

Marang:YougotmehookedonnovelsandnowI

knowalotofthings.

Seeletso:I’m agoodsisteraren’tI(smiling)



Marang:AndthatbookAcourtofThornsandRoses..

Seeletso:Rhysandistheebest.

Marang:Tamlinisjusturgbuthewastoocontrolling

buthedeserveshappinesstoo.

Seeletso:wearenotTamlinstans.Girldon’t.

Maranglaughedasshehadafewspoonfuls.

Seeletso:talktoherrayray,please..

Marang:Iwilltry.Mondaymorning.

Seeletso:thankyou..nextyeardousproud.

Marang:Letusdealwithform fourfirstthenwe’llsee.

Wheredoyouwanttostudy?

Seeletso:ifIcandoexceptionallywellIwanttogoto

London.

Marang:wow!

Seeletso:I’llcallyoueveryday..

Joshuamadehiswaytotheloungeingrey

sweatpantsandagreytee.



SeeletsolookedatJoshandMarang,itwastimeto

excuseherselffrom thisequation.Shestoodupand

headedtothekitchenwhereshequicklyplacedthe

plateinthesinkandheadedtothebedroom.

Joshuasatnexttoherandsheplacedherplateon

theglasstable,Marangsatcrossleggedontheseat

andlookedathim.Shedidn’tknowifshewastoo

naivelastyearortootrustingormaybejustoutof

placewitheverything,hewasafinelookingguy.She

couldeasilypictureh8m asanovelcharacter.

Joshua:What?

Marang:Nothing.Howareyou?

Joshua:Okay.I’m justhappythatthetreatmentis

goingwellalongwiththetherapy.

Marang:Thankyouonceagain.Idon’tknowhowto

thankyou.Honestly.

Joshua:Letmetakeyououtforanicecream date..

Marang:Icecream?

Joshua:Yep.Rightnow,I’llbebackletmegogetmy



carkeys.

Beforeshecouldanswerhim hewasalreadygone

andshesatproperlyonthechairlookingather

toenails.Hecamebackwithhiscarkeys.

Joshua:Shouldwego?

Marang:Letmewearmyshoesbutyoudon’thaveto,

Seeletsosaidthereisicecream inthefridge.

Joshua:I’m waitingsweetness..

Marangwalkedbacktotheroom whereshewore

hershoes.

Seeletso:you’releaving?

Marang:O’m goingoutforicecream..

Seeletso:turnaroundkebone..

Sheturnedaround.

Seeletso:okaysharp.Takephotos.

Marang:ByeI’llbeback...



MarangfoundJoshuawaitingforherandthey

walkedtothecar.

Marang:yourcarisnice..

Joshua:You’lltestdriveitwhenyougetyourdriver’s

license..

Marang:After2years.That’salongtime..

Heopenedthedoorforherandshegotin.

Joshuahandedherhisphoneandshelookedathim.

Joshua:stillthesamepassword.

Sheplacedherfingerprintonthescreenandit

unlocked.Hejoggedtohissideandgotinside.He

fixedtherearviewmirrorandstartedthecar.

Marangtookoffhershoesandwenttohismusic

app.

Marang:IgetAsandBsbytheway..



Joshua:Youtoldme..(laughing)

Marang:when?

Joshua:twoweeksagowhenwetalkedon

Seeletso’sphone.

Marang:oh.Itslippedmymind..

Joshua:I’m sureitdidsweetness.

Marang:Itdid.Honestlyandyoucould’vetoldmeyou

werecomingstillonthatphonecall.

Joshua:Ialsodidn’tknowIwascoming.

Marang:whenareyouleaving?

Joshua:Monday..

Marang:ooh.Fortheweekend?

Joshua:Yes.Youstilldon’thaveaphonedoyou?

Marang:Nope.Lifeispeacefulthatway.

Joshua:Youdon’twantone?

Marang:Maybenextyear..



Thegateslidopenandhereversedoutoftheyard.

Hejoinedthemainroadanddroveoff.

Attown

PhemelotookselfieswithTheoastheylaughed

whilesuckingontheirmilkshakes.Rainehadsaid

somethingfunnyasshescrunchedherfaceather

boyfriend.Itwashonestlyachilledvibethereby

MilkyLane.TheywerejoinedbysomeofTheoks

friends.

Raine:ShouldIordersomething?

Phemelo:Godno!I’m halfwaythroughmymilkshake

tlheng...

Raine:Marangismissingout.

Guy:Isawher,shewaswithyouearlierrightPhem?

Theshortstuffthatwasnexttoyou?

Raine:sheisshortandcute..

Phemelo:Thatone..



Guy:Ahnothedresswastoolong..

Phemelo:dowelooklikewehaveachoiceinthe

matteratschool?

Theo:Theydon’t..

Phemelocheckedthetime.Hercurfewtimewasa

bitfarandshe’llbehomeintime.

Meanwhileintheparkinglot...

Joshuasteppedoutofthecarandwaitedfor

Marang.Hesearchedhispocketsforhiswalletwhile

Marangheldhisphoneandheadsets.Shegotout

andhelockedthecar.

Joshua:Haveyoueverbeenonanicecream date?

Marang:NotthatIremember.Unlessofcourseit’s

Seeletsobuyingicecream from KFCwhileIwaitfor

heroutsidetheshop.

Joshua:Youshouldlearntoorder.



Marang:Peoplestillgettome..

Joshua:I’m herearen’tI?

Sheshruggedwithasmileasshewalkedbesides

him headingtoMilkyLane.

TheygotthereandMarangspottedPhemeloandher

friends.Phemelospottedherandshesmiledand

waved.

Joshua:SitdownwhileIorder.

Marang:It’sjusticecream..

Joshua:Itvaries..

Marang:letmeseethen..

Henoddedandtheywenttothefront.Marang

lookedaround,itwasalltoomuchandsomeofit

lookedcomplicated.

Marang:Okayorder.I’llsitdown.



Shewalkedawayandsatdown.Sheputhis

headsetsonandlistenedtohismusic.

Meanwhileatthetablemurmurspassedaround

them.

Guy:Didn’tyousayshedoesn’thaveaboyfriend?

Phemelo:Iknewthatshedoesn’thaveaboyfriend.I

havenoideawhothatis.

Rainelookedattheguy,hewasallmuscle.She

sworeshecouldseehissixpackunderneaththetee

hewaswearing.WheredidMarangfindsuchaman?

Youcouldseehewasn’tevenastudent.Levels!

JoshuasatoppositeMarangandsheremovedthe

headsets.

Marang:Theicecream yatengenaledilothedintsi

hela,gaandtshwarisemala?(theicecream hasalot

ofstuff,doesn’titgiveoneastomachache?)

Joshua:Bathongno..



Marang:wearenotusedtosuch.

Joshua:Andailikethefactthatyoudon’thideit.

Marang:IjusthopeIdon’tembarrassmyself.DidI

showyoumybestfriend?

Joshua:Idon’tthinkso..

Marang:Theonewiththeglasses.

Joshuaglancedinthedirectionandhefaced

Marang.

Joshua:Iseeher..

Marang:Mhmm..

Shepickedhisphoneagainandputtheheadsetson.

Shegavehim theotherone.

Marang:Listentothissong,besidesit’syourphone...

Heputtheearpieceinhisearashiseyeslockedwith

hersandshelookedatthephonescreen.Theywere

waitingfortheirorder.

.



THEGAME

#31

Attown

Joshua’sphonebeepedandreportedamessageas

theylistenedtothesong.Atthatexactmomenttheir

orderarrivedandMarangplacedthephonedown.It

wasn’tevenherplacetoreadhismessages,he

trustedherwithhisphoneandshewasn’tgoingto

breakthattrusthehad.

Marang:Ishouldbehomebeforeseven..

Joshua:Ketosix..

Maranglookedatthemilkshakethathad

complicateddesignsofchocolateontop.

Marang:sureIwon’tgetastomachache?



Joshua:ifyoudo,yoursystem isweakweakweak..

Marang:aetlhe,gakatlwaela(no,I’m notusedtothis)

Joshua:trysomethingnew..

Shepickedthestrawfrom thetrayanddippedit

inside.Shecrossedherfingershopingshedoesn’t

embarrassherself.Joshuabroughthishands

togetherwatchinghersmalllipssuckonthestraw,

atthatexactmomenthewishedhewasthestraw

shewassuckingon.

Marang’seyesmovedupandsheremovedherlips.

Marang:it’snotbad..Ilikeit.What’sitcalled?

Joshua:Somecomplicatedname.

Marang:Ilikeit.Thankyou.Drinkyours..

Hedidandjustsmiledathermakingherfacethe

otherway.

Joshua:You’reshy?



Marang:No..

Shefacedhim again.

Joshua:Howareyoucopingthough?

Marang:UhImissmmaiye,awholelot..Ionce

passedbythehousejustthatIdon’tknowwherethe

keysare.

Joshua:Itgetsbetterwithtime.

Shebitthestrawforafewsecondsbeforeshe

answeredhim.

Marang:Iguess.SurprisinglyI’vestartedhaving

nightmares..

Joshualistenedtoherattentively.

Marang:Itstartedtoclickafewmonthsago,Iwas

moreofafool,herapedme(holdingbacktears)

Hewassurenoonecouldheartheirconversation

becauseshenaturallydidn’thavealoudvoice.

Hetookhersofthandsinhisandrubbedthem.



Joshua:HeyI’m hereokay?It’sokaytoacknowledge

whathappenedtoyouandtocryitout.

Heletgoofonehandandusedhisthumbtowipe

herhertearsaway.

Joshua:Shouldwego?

Marang:I’m stillenjoyingthismilkshake..

Joshua:ifyousayso..

Marang:HowisMaun?

Joshua:farfrom homebutsofarsogood,I’m sureI

didn’ttellyouIwasplacedatMaun.

Marang:Seeletsoandyourmotherdid.

Joshua:thewomeninthathouse.

Marang:thewildlifeentsejang?

Joshua:It’sbeautifultobehonest,thebeautiful

sunsets,sunrises...

Marang:Iseethepicturesfrom thelibraryatschool.

Joshua:Youshouldvisitreally,it’sbeautiful.



Marang:oneday..

Joshua:andtheboatcruises..

Marang:NowIwanttogotoMaun,stop!

Joshua:okaymam..okayMarang!

MarangfinishedoffhermilkshakewhileJoshua’s

glasswashalffull.

Marang:Youarenothavingthat?

Joshua:I’m good.

Sheplacedheremptyglassinfrontofhim andtook

hisglass.Shechangedthestrawsanddrankhis.

Joshua:Nowyoulovemilkshakes.

Marang:Youtoldmetotrynewthings.

Helaughed.

AttheothertableRainestoleglancesatMarangand

theguyshewas.



Raine:Ithoughtwewerefriends.Shecould’vetoldus.

Phemelo:Sheisaveryprivatepersonmme,I

understand.Whenshewaswithusthelasttimeat

thelibraryshebarelysaidafullsentence,gaa

modumo.

Raine:Iunderstandthough.

Theo:Shouldwego?

Phemelo:Sure..

Raine:Let’ssaybyetoher.

Phemelo:LetherbeRaine.

PhemelolookedoveratMarang’stableandshewas

allsmiles.Shesmiled.Sheneversawthiscoming

butifherfriendwashappywiththisman,asmuch

asit’swronganditmightbecalleddefilementshe

washappyforher.Imeanonehastohaveherfirst

boyfriend,kissandheartbreak.Aslongastheywere

playingitsafeandshedoesn’tfallpregnantwhileat

schoolshewasokay.Shehadbeenperformingso

wellatschoolandatsomeshehadbeenastounded



thatitwasMarangwhom sheusedtoforcetostudy.

Raine:Okay,let’sgoguys.

TheystoodupandoneofTheo’sfriendlookedat

Marang.Shewassocuteandnowthatshewasn’tin

aschooluniform youcouldseeit.Thefactthatshe

wasseeingamanwayolderthanherdidn’tsitwell

withhim.Anyonewitheyescouldseethattheman

wasolderthanherbutgirls.

Theywalkedtothetaxirankastheykept

conversation.

Meanwhileattheicecream shopthetwostoodup.

Joshua:Ishoulddropyouoffhomeright.

Marang:Mybagisatyourhouse..

Joshua:Okay,let’sgo..



Shewalkedinfrontofhim whilehewalkedclosely

behindher.Marangpaused.

Marang:IthinkIforgotyourphone..I’m sorryletme

gogetI-

Joshuathrewthecarkeysherway.

Joshua:Letmegogetit,unlockthecarinthe

meantime.

Hewalkedbacktotheirtableanditwasstillthere.

Hepickeditupandinspecteditbeforehestartedto

walktowardsthecarparkinglot.Shedidunlockthe

carright?Heunlockedthephoneandsawthe

unreadmessage.Heopeneditanddeletedit.Fuck

buddieswhocaughtfeelings.Itwasgettingrather

annoying.Whatheknewwasthathewasn’tgoingto

askMarang.Shewasstillyoungandhadtofocuson

hergradesnothingmore.Hewilljustwaitfortwo

moreyearsifshedoesagree.Inhisthoughtshewas

unawareofthepersonwhowaswalkingbehindhim.

Her:Heyyou!



Heturnedandithadseemedasifthedevilwas

workingovertimetoday.

Joshua:HelloDani.

Dani:Soyoublockedme?

Joshua:I’m notdoingthiswithyouDani,haveagood

day.

Dani:Icanreportyoufordefilement.

Joshua:Gorightaheadifitmakesyousleepbetterat

night.

Hewalkedawayandshequicklywalkedtohim in

herheels.

Dani:I’m sorrythat’smebeingbitter,I’m sorry.

Joshualookedaroundtheparkingareatillhe

spottedhiscar.

Joshua:Look,weslepttogether,it’sbeenayearDani.

Moveon,savewhateverdignityyouhaveleftokay?



Shepausedandnodded.

Joshua:Don’tmakemehateyouokay?

Shehateditwhenhemadeherfeelallmushyinside

withouteventrying,hewasmorelighterandyes,

definitelythatAugustAlsinalookalike.

Dani:okay(softly)

Joshua:Good.

Hewalkedtohiscarandopenedthedriver’sdoor.

Joshua:Youmanagedtoopenthecar.

Marang:Ipressedthatbutton(showinghim the

button)

Joshua:Whenyoucloseform 5nextyear,Ishould

teachyouhowtodrive..

Marangbobbedherheadtothesides.

Marang:Iwillthinkaboutit..



JoshuastartedthecarandMarangfastenedher

seatbeltashehandedherbackhisphone.

AtJoshua’sparents

MaJoshandRaJoshwereintheloungewatchinga

moviewhenthedooropened.Marangwalkedinabit

embarrassedasJoshua’sphonesuddenlyfeltlike

hotcoalinherhands.

Marang:Dumelang!

RaJosh:Hello..Joshua..

Joshua:Dad..

MaJosh:Howareyou?

Marang:Okay.Good.Uhm...

Thenshestartedwalkingmorelikerunningto

Seeletso’sroom.Joshualookedathisparentsand

hismotherjuststoodupleavingthem there.



RaJosh:Joshua?

Joshua:Rra?

RaJosh:wecanseeyoulikeher,honestlywecan

seethatbutpleasepleaseskamoimisaanddon’t

findyourselfonalecaseyadefilement.

Joshua:Iwon’t.

RaJosh:Andifyoudecidetodateher,dorightbyher

anddon’tmixherupwithsidechicks.

Hesaid.Latelastyearhisownwifenearlylefthim

becausecontrarytowhathethought,shealready

knewaboutthecheatingandwaspreparedtowalk

away.

Joshua:Don’tworryaboutitokay?

Hesaidwalkingawaytohisroom.

InSeeletso’sroom Marangputherbooksinthebag.



Seeletso:Didyoutakephotos?

Marang:No..

Seeletso:doyouhavehisphonepassword?

Marang:It’smyfingerprint..

Seeletso:heebanna!(clappingherhands)

Marang:IthinkIhavetoreturnthisphoneandgo..

Seeletso:whyareyourunning?

Marang:Iam not..Byebye!

Shewalkedoutwithherbagandwalkedtohisroom.

Sheknockedonthedoorandheopenedit.

Joshua:You’releaving?

Marang:Yes.Thankyoufortheicecream andhereis

yourphone..

Shegaveittohim andheheldherhandandclosed

hisbedroom dooraftersteppingout.

Joshua:Letmewalkyouback,it’sgettinglateand

youaren’tsupposedtobewalkingalone.



Marang:it’satenminutewalk..

Joshua:Still..let’sgo.

Theywalkedtothedoorashegotherbag.

Marang:Thanks.

Joshua:Mhmm..

Assoonastheysteppedoutoftheyard,theywalked

sidebysideandMarangstoleglancesathim.He

wastakingcareofherashewouldSeeletsoand

Saraandthatwasreallynice.Thefactthathisfamily

treatedherliketheirownwasbeautiful.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Doyouhaveaboyfriend?

Marang:No.No.whyareyouasking?

Joshua:Iwillshootstraighttothepoint..



Marang’sheartratepickedupastheymaintained

theirpacewhilewalking.Itseemedlikedecadeshad

passedwhenhefinallyspokeandhisvoiceboomed

inherear.

Joshua:I-Ithinkmysoulhasfoundit’sequalinyou.

Marangstoppedmovingandwhathejustsaid

playedoverandoverinherhead.Shelookedathim

andsawthatithadtakenalotforhim tosaythat.

Hewasn’tsmilingasusualandshedecipheredwhat

hesaid,“hissoulfoundit’sequalinher”

Joshuasuckedinadeepbreathandbithislowerlip

waitingforherreply.

.

.

*

*



THEGAME
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OnthewaytoSunshineOrphanage

Maranginnocentlynoddedasifhedidn’tsay

anythingheartstopping.Herheartwasbeating

furiouslyinherchestasshecontinuedwalking.

Joshua:Marang?Sa-fuck!ForgetIsaidanything.

TheywalkedinsilenceasMarangwalkedaheadof

him whilehewasholdingherbag.Whentheywerea

fewhouseawayfrom theorphanageshestopped

andlookedathim withasmile.

Marang:Ongadile?(areyousad?)

Joshua:No,keepwalking.

Marang:Ngng..



Shewaitedforhim andwhenhewasnexttohershe

flashedacutesmileathim.

Marang:areyousadJosh?

Joshua:Marang!

Marang:okay.You’resulkingthen..

Shecontinuedwalkingandstoleglimpsesathim as

hewalkedbehindher.Shesworeshecouldfeelthe

butterfliesthenovelskeptontalkingabout.Hewas

broodingnow.Shestoodbythegateandgotherbag

from him.

Marang:Letmegiveoneofthekidsthebag.

Shecalledoneofthekidsandgavehim herbag.

Marang:Thankyou.

ShefacedJoshuaandtookhishandplacingitone

hers.



Marang:Youdidsayweshouldkeepwalking..

Joshua:Mar-

Marang:areye(let’sgo)

Herelentedastheirhandsintertwinedandtheykept

onwalking.Itwastheoppositeofloveatfirstsight

likethebookssay,justseeinghim forthefirsttime

todaysherealizedthatshehadseenhim ina

differentlightandhadpushedherselftobelievehe

caredforherlikeabrothershouldthoughshehad

neverhadabrother.

Marang:So,youfoundyourequalinme?(Smiling)

Joshua:I-

Marang:Andyou’retonguetiedtoo,awholedoctor?

Joshua:Marangd-

Marang:AndIthinkI’m themissingpiecetoyour

puzzle,soifthatwasyourwayofaskingmetobe

yourgirlfriendthenyes..

Joshuapausedandstaredather.Thesun’slastrays



ofthedayshiningonherfaceasshegavehim the

widestsmile.

Joshua:Don’tplaylikethat...(indisbelief)

Marang:I’m not..

Heletgoofherhandandcoveredhismouth.This

littlehumanbeingactuallysaidyes?Shegenuinely

saidyes..

Hethrewhisheadlaughingindisbeliefandshock

beforehewrappedhishandsaroundherwaist.

Joshua:Fuuck!Yousaidyes..

Shenoddedwithasmallsmile.

Shewasshortthoughanditmeantthathehadto

bendhiskneestoplacehisforeheadontohers.He

pickedherupandshewrappedherlegsaroundhis

torso.

Joshua:Okay,babygirl?

Marang:Hmm...

Joshua:itfeelssogoodsayingthis.



Helickedhislipsandpeckedhersmalllips.Marang

blinkedandresistedtheurgetotouchherlips,she

couldseethehappinessradiatingfrom him,itwasin

thewayhesmiledandthewayhiseyeslitupwhen

helookedather.Shehadalmostforgottenthere

wereinthemiddleoftheroadwhentheysawan

oncomingcoming.Hemovedtothedustysideof

theroadandplacedherdownonherfeet,keeping

hishandaroundherwaist.Thefeelofhislargearm

onherwaistwascomfortable,afterwhatshewent

throughonewouldthinkthatshewouldbeso

scaredofmenbuthewasdifferent,heknewherin

andoutandshedidn’thavetoexplainhowshefelt

orwhyshefeltthatway.

Joshua:Thankyou..

Marang:So..

Joshua:SoI’m takingyououtonadatetomorrow

sweetness..

Marangturnedtolookathim.

Marang:Tomorrow?Kenalewashingtlherra..(Ihave



laundry)

Joshua:Whenwillyoubedone?

Marang:aroundmidday..

Joshua:Alunchdatethensweetness,we’lltalkthen.

Marang:Okay..

Hekissedherforeheadbeforerubbingitwithasmile

andsheblushed.Hewalkedherbacktothe

orphanageastheywalkedinsilenceholdinghands.

Hestoppedbythegateandkissedherhands.

Joshua:Goodnightsweetness.

Marang:Night(softly)

Heletgoofherandwaitedforhertoopenthegate,

getinsideandwatchedasshewalkedtothedoor.

Shewavedathim withatinysmileandsheopened

thedoorwalkinginside.Heclosedhiseyeshoping

hewasn’tdreamingandstartedtowalkhome.



Intheroom Marangjumpedonthebedand

screamedintothepillow.Oneofherroommates

lookedather.

Her:andthen?

Marangscreamedagainandliftedherhead.

Marang:eketenkascreamergoreyoh!

Her:Bathongwhathappened?

Marangbreathedinandout.

Marang:Nothing,Ihadamilkshake.

Her:Bathongwenakana,didyoufinishit?

Marang:Mhmm...

Girl2:sherarelyfinishesherfood.

Marang:Ineedtotakeabath...

Shesmelledherselfandhiscolognewasonher.

Marang:OnsecondthoughtsIneedtosleep.

Girl3:It’snoteven7am yet..



Marang:Kenalewashin..Boroko..

Sheremovedhershoesandgotundercoverinher

dress.Shepulleditupandbreathedinit,sheforced

hereyesclosed.Nonightmarestoday,onlygood

dreams.Onlygooddreams.

AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuaopenedthedoorandwalkedstraighttohis

room.Hewishedbabygirlhadaphonebutshesaid

shedoesn’twantone.Hebithislowerlip.Nothaving

aphonecouldbeanadvantagebutitwassucha

disadvantage.Shesaidyesnowallhehadtodowas

controlhimself.Likereallycontrolhimself,shewas

underageandsheneededtofocusonschool.

Nothingmore,nothingless.Hemovedfrom thedoor

andwalkedtothewardrobe,hetookouthisold

phone,theoneheusedtouseliketwoyearsago,it

wasn’toldjustthatheupgraded.Hecouldbuyhera

newonebutshedoesn’twantaphoneshesaid.He



heardherloudandclear.

Hestillcouldn’tbelieveit.Justlikethat?Henever

imaginedshewouldseehim inthatlight,hethought

shesawabigbrotherandnow...now..wow!

Heplacedthephoneonthebed,hewillbuyhera

SIM cardtomorrow.Hehadtoplanfortheirdatetoo.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelosatinthecouchinthemiddleasshe

watchedamoviewithherparents.

Phemelo:Afterthisonewearewatchinganother

one...

Herfathergottheremoteandswitchedoffthetv.

RaPhem:WehavetotalkPhemelo...



THEGAME

#33

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelolookedatherparentsastheysharedalook.

RaPhem:Iknowwe’vehadthistalkbeforebutIwant

ustotalkaboutboys.

Phemeloshiftedinherseat.

MaPhem:You’re17andyouarestillateenager,you

areboundtoexploremoreandtrystuff

but..(pausing)youhavealifeaheadofyou.

Phemelo:Eemma.

MaPhem:Youshouldn’tdisturbyourstudieswith

boysortheirnonsense.Imetyourdadatcollege..

Herfathersmiled.



MaPhem:allI’m sayingisthatyoushouldn’tfind

yourselfinasituationyouarenotsupposedtobein.

Yourtoppriorityshouldbeschoolandyourextra-

curricularactivitiesbecauseyoualsoexcelatthose.

Thisstageisfun,youaresmartandgettingthe

gradesbutjustasingleboycanmakeyoupregnant.

Youdobiologywatlhaloganyangwanaka.Wejust

wantthebestforyoureally,wedon’twantacase

wherethingshappenanditseemsasifwenever

toldyouanything,

RaPhem:exactly.Don’truinyourfutureforaboy

whowon’tbetheretwoyearslater,someonewho

willjustdoahitandrun,weunderstandthesethings

andwelivedthroughsuchinourtimes.

Phemelo:Iunderstand.

RaPhem:Atthisageyouarealsostillunderagefora

lotofstuff,youhaveyourform fiveandyouwantto

beanengineerright?Focusonthatmychild.Wajola

Phemelo?(areyoudatingPhemelo?)

Herheartskippedseveralbeatsasshelookedat



bothofherparents.

Phemelo:No.

MaPhem:Good.Itshouldstaythatway,wedon’t

wantyoutoruinyourfuture.

Phemelo:Eemma.

Sheexcusedherselfandmadeherwaytotheroom

wheresheremovedherphonefrom thecharger.It

wasonsilentandshehadfoundmissedcallsfrom

TheoandRaine.Shewillcallbackagainlater.

Thefollowingmorning

AtJoshua’sparents

Joshuamadehiswaytothekitchenasheopened

thecupboards.

MaJosh:Youareupearly..



Joshua:Morning.

MaJosh:Whatareyoulookingfor?

Joshua:Foodanything..

MaJosh:Forwhat?

Joshua:Uhm mothertakeoutthechickenforme,

fish,breacrumbs,bread,dressingsandthewhole

charade.I’llbeback..

Hewalkedoutandsearchedhispockets,hefound

thekeysandwallet.Hehadtobuyafewstuffforthe

picnichewasplanningforher.

Hemadehiswaytothecarwhilehismothershook

herheadandlookedaround.Shehadnoideawhat

thatboywasplanning.

AtSunshineOrphanage



Marangstartedhangingthefirstbatchoflaundry

alongthelineasthesunhitherface.Sheusedher

handtocoverherfacebeforeshebentdownagain

tohangthewetclothes.Shewillbedonebymidday

beforehecamealong.Sotheywerereallydatinglike

girlfriendboyfriendtypeofthing.Seeletsowasgoing

tolaughandshewasn’tsurehowPhemelowould

react.Shebetterkeepittoherselffornow.The

disadvantageofitwasthatJoshuawasleaving

tomorrowandshehadnoideawhenshewasgoing

toseehim again.Atleastshecouldfocusnowand

MrsThusodidhavethatboys’talkwithherbefore

shestartedform 4sosheknewallthereistoknow.

Shehoped.

Thekidsranaroundasshepeacefuldidtherestof

thelaundry.

Thedaypassedsofastandtruetoherwordshe

wasdonebymidday.Exhaustedshewalkedback

insidethehousewiththebuckets.Sheneededa



bathandtodecidewhattowear.Heoncementioned

herwearingclothesthatfitherandshewasn’tsure

shehadclothesthatfitherbutshewillsee.

Shegrabbedherstuffonceshehadputthebuckets

awayandwalkedintothebathroom whereshefilled

thebathtub.Afewminutesthenshewillbeclean,

it’snotlikesheisdirtyright?

Aftersometimeshewalkedbackintotheroom and

openedthewardrobewhereshelookedforclothes.

Thiswasadate?Hertummydidflipsasshepicked

outawhitesummerdress,theoneshehadbeen

reluctanttowearalongwithherniceblacksandals.

Thiswoulddo.

MeanwhileJoshuaathomeputfoodinthebasket

andbabygirlwilljustgetangrybutheboughtanew

phoneforheralongwithaSIM card.Hehadtocall

her,honestly.



Hismotherwalkedinsidethekitchen.

MaJosh:Youcookedandnowabasket?Whoisshe?

Joshua:Someone.

MaJosh:doweknowher?

Joshua:Maybe..

Seeletsowalkedintothekitchen.

Seeletso:picnic?EhekemogatseMarang..(it’s

Marang’shusband)

Joshua:Seeletsowaswaba!

MaJosh:It’sMarang?

Seeletso:Toodles,Ihaveachemistryexam tostudy

for.

ShewalkedawayandMaJoshlookedatherson.

Joshua:Motherdon’tstart.Iknow,IknowandI’llbe

responsible.She’sstillababyandI’m puttingher



first,aboveeverything.

Hismothersmiled,

MaJosh:Iknowweraisedyouright..

Shewalkedawayandhesighed.

Joshuawalkedtothecarandplacedthebasket

there.Ithadeverythingtheyneededincludingthe

glassesandplates.Theblanketwasinthecaralong

withthepillowsandhewalkedtothebedroom

wherehepickedthelittlegiftbagthathadthenew

phoneandit’saccessories.Hehadtomakethe

mostofthisdaybecausehewasleavingthenext

day.

Hegotinsidethecarandstartedthecar.Thegate

slidopenandhereversedbeforehejoinedthemain

road.

AtSunshineOrphanage



MarangwaitedanxiouslyforJoshua.Ofcourseshe

saidshewasgoingoutbutnotwithwho.Shewould

getinalotoftroubleforthatandshethoughtthat

shewouldgetJoshuainalotoftroubletoo.She

stoodupandwalkedtothedoorwhereshelooked

around.Shesawhiscarafewhousesawayandshe

saidhergoodbyeandwalkedout.

Shewalkedtowherethecarwasandheopenedthe

doorforher.Shegotinsideandclosedthedoor.

Marang:Hii..

Joshua:Heysweetness..

Sheclosedhereyesandopenedthem againwitha

smallsmileadorningherbeautifulfeatures.

Marang:Wherearewegoing?

Joshua:WhenshouldIbringyouback?

Marang:beforesix..

Joshua:Okaymam.



Helightlykissedhercheekbeforehiscarspedoff

andMarangworeherseatbelt.Shewatchedhim

driveandhewasjustinshortsandawhitetee,now

itwasliketheydiscussedwhattowear.

Joshua:Youlookbeautiful.

Marang:thanks.

Sheleanedbackandonherseatandlookedathim.

Helookedatherwhileshelookedathim.Like

alwayshewassupposedtohandherhisphone

alongwiththeheadsetssoshecanlistentomusic.

Joshua:Atthebackthereisagiftbag.

Marang:BeforeIopenit,youdon’thaveto.

Joshua:Iknow..

Sheturnedandextendedherhand.Itwasshort.

Marang:toofarJosh..



Hejoinedanotherlaneandheextendedhishandto

grabthegiftbag.Heplaceditonherlapandshe

gazedupathim first.

Marang:what’sinside?

Joshua:Openit..

Sheslowlyopeneditandshegasped.

Marang:Abrandnewphone?B-bu-butyoudidn’t

haveto.I’m okaywithoutaphone.

Joshua:andhowwillItalktoyoulove?

Marang:You’rerightthoughbutitdidn’thavetobe

expensive..

Marangtookoutthephoneandlookedatit,ithada

shinypinkcaseandall.

Joshua:IchargeditandregisteredtheSIM card.

Marang:Josh..

Joshua:Ididn’tsayyoushouldbeonFacebookand



WhatsApp..

Marang:Iwon’t..

Joshua:Istilllikeyouasinnocentasyouare..

Marangnodded.Hehonestlydidn’thavetogethera

newphone.

Joshua:Doyouknowhowtouseanatm?

Marang:Ngng..

Heturnedashekeptondriving.

Marang:howdoyouswitchiton?

Heshowedherandshepressedthebuttontillit

switchedon.Shestaredatitonceagain,hedidn’t

havetogetheranewsmartphone.

JoshuafoundaparkingspotwhileMarangheldthe

phone.Itdidn’thavepasswordssoshewon’tforget

any.

Joshua:Ichargeditearlier.



Hegothisphoneandstartedpressingitthena

messagereportedonMarang’snewphone.

Marang:You(pausing)Yousentmoney?

Joshuasteppedoutofthecarandshegotout

followinghim,helockedthecarandsheincreased

herpacetocatchupwithhim.Whenshedidshe

tookhishandastheywalkedtotheatm.

Therewasnoqueueandtheybothgotinsidethe

atm cubicle.

Joshua:Standinfrontofmeobone..

Shedidandlookedatthescreen.

Joshua:Isentyouanewalletandthisishowyoudo

it,followtheinstructionsonthescreenokaybabe?

Marang:Okay.

Joshua:Startbypressingthisbuttonyathecardless

withdrawals..



Marang:Okay..

Shereadtheinstructionsonthescreenasshe

pressedthebuttons.

Marang:Gatwephonenumber..

Hespeltouthernewphonenumber.Shepressed

againandthenpressedthenumbersforthepin.

Joshua:Withdrawallthemoney.

Marang:okay..

Shedidandthenturnedtofacehim,shegrinned.

Marang:Ididit.SowhatdoIdowiththemoney.

Joshua:It’syours.

Marang:ThisisalotJosh..

Joshua:It’snot..let’sgo...



Theysteppedoutandwalkedtowherethecarwas.

Marangheldthephoneandmoneyinherhands.

Whatwasshegoingtouseallthismoneyfor?

Joshua:MarangP200isnotalotandIjustwantedto

showyouhowtouseanatm.

Heopenedthecardoorforherandshegotinside

whilehewalkedtohisside.Assoonashegotinside

thecarhehandedherhisphoneandsheplacedhers

onhislap.Sheputherfingerprintandonceit

unlockedsheputontheheadsetsandleanedback

ontheseat.

SomewhereinFrancistown

Joshuaparkedhiscarunderthetreeashelooked

around,thespotwasprivateandsecluded,ithada

beautifulgreenscenery.

Joshua:We’vearrivedmylove..

Marang:It’sbeautiful,I’veneverbeenherebefore..

Joshua:Iknow..



Shegotoutofthecarandhepickedthebasketand

theblanket.Shefollowedhim towherehewas

walkingtoandheplacedthebasketdown.

Helaidtheblanketdownandwalkedbacktothecar

togetthepillows.

Marang:Thisisthelunchdateyoutalkedabout

yesterday.

Afterheplacedthepillowsdownheheldherfrom

behind.

Joshua:Apicnicmylove.

Marang:Wow!Thi-thisisnice.Thankyou.

Joshua:Don’tthankmeyet.

Heletgoofherwaistandhelpedhersitdownbefore

hefollowedsuit.

Marang:Bathongthisisnicetlherraaaaah!



Helaughedopeningthebasketandtookoutthe

glassesandplatesalongwiththefood.

Marang:Yourmothercooked?Ilovethefoodshe

cooks.

Joshuagaveherablanklook.

Joshua:Youdoubtmycookingskills.

Marang:Ihaven’ttastedyourfoodyet..

Helaughedashestarteddishingforher.

AnhourlaterMarang’sheadwasonhisstomachas

shetoldhim aboutschoolandeverything.She

surprisedherselfathowopenshewastohim and

shedidn’tleaveoutasinglesdetailexceptofcourse

ifsheforgot.

Joshua:Youwantmyopinion?



Marang:Mmmh..

Joshua:Don’tletyourfriendsinfluenceyouindoing

anythingyou’renotcomfortableindoing,don’t

changesweetnessokay?

Shenodded.

Joshua:I’m serioushereMarang,gakebatlego

utlwadikgangnyana(Idon’twanttohearsmallpetty

issues)

Marang:Eerra..

Joshua:Good..

Hekissedherforeheadandheldherhand,playing

withherfingers.

Marang:Didyouhaveagirlfriendbefore?

Joshua:Notagirlfriendpersaybutsomethingalong

thoselines.

Marangnodded.

Joshua:Justfocusonschool,nothingelseokay?

Don’tletmemakeyoufailatschool,you’vecomeso

farwithyourprogressandeverything.



Marang:Istilldon’tknowwhatIwanttodowhenI

finishschool.

Joshua:Youwillknowwithtime.Didyougetany

nightmaresyesterday?

Sheshookherhead.

Joshua:Whateverthat’sbotheringyoutellmeokay

babe?

Marang:Okay..

Momentslater,Marangjustblurteditout.

Marang:Youareagoodcook..

Joshua:Really?

Shenodded..

Joshua:NexttimewhenIcomeoverI’llteachyou.

Marang:Okay,deal.

Itwaspeacefulatthisexactmoment.Shesmiled

andturnedonhersideasshelookedupathim and



laughedsoftly.

Joshua:what?

Marang:nothing..

Joshuaheldherchinandbithislowerlip.Just2

yearshetoldhimselfoverandoveragain.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#34

Atthepicnic

Marangsatonhisstomachashetoldherabouthis

lineofwork.Shedidn’tknowthatbeingadoctorwas

thathectic.

Joshua:Whatyousawmedoingatthehospitalthat

timewasnothing,Irarelysleepbabe..

Marang:aren’tyouafraidtogiveawrongprescription?

Joshua:LookatyouandIcan’tbelieveyoutoldme

youweredumb.

Marang:Thatwasayearago.Thankyouagain,I

thinkI’m dealingwiththeADHD.Ireadmoreaboutit

attheschoollibrary.Thankyou..

Joshuaplacedhishandsbehindherneckandpulled

herfacetowardshis.Hiswarm breathhitherlips



andshepartedherlipslookingintohiseyes.Hislips

gentlytouchedhertinylipsandsheclosedhereyes.

Hepartedherlipsgentlywithhistongueandbither

lowerlipassheplacedherhandsoverthehard

planesofhischest.Hewaskissingher,herheart

alertedherandherbrainwentallmushyasherheart

wentintoacrazyfrenzybeatingoutofherchest.

Joshua’swarm breathhithercheekashewhispered

againstherear.

Joshua:Letme..

Hislipsfoundhersnowashisgriponherneck

tightenedbutitwasn’ttootighttohurther.Shedid

ashedidandinsecondstheywerelostinakiss,her

firstkiss.Itwasslowandunhurried,liketheyhadall

thetimeintheworld.Joshuabrokeitandlickedhis

lips,hecouldfeelotherpartsofhisanatomy

reactingtothekissandthefactthatshewassitting

rightontopofhim.Hereyelidsflutteredopenand

sheheldbackfrom touchingherlips.Joshuapecked



herlipsandwhatwasmeanttobeamerepeckon

herlipsturnedintoanotherkiss,shecaughtupfast.

Hisotherhandrestedonthesmallofherbackand

shewastheonetobreakthekissfirst.Thistimeshe

touchedherlipsandlockedeyeswithhim.Hegave

heraheartstoppingsmileandshefoundherself

smilingwithherheadonhischest.Thisgentleman

heredidn’tevenaskherforpermissiontokissher,

hejustdid...

Joshua:Weshouldprobablydrivebackbabygirl.

Marang:Howlonghavewebeenhere?

Joshua:I’m notsure..doyouwanticecream onthe

wayback?

Marang:It’sokay.You’releavingwhattime?

Joshua:Earlymorningaroundsix..Ihaveanidea.

Marang:What?

Joshua:I’lldropyouoffinthemorningatschool.

Marang:You’vedonesomuchandIstillhave

transportmoneytoschool,yourmothertakesmeto



schoolifsheisinthemoodtotakeSeeletsoto

school.

Joshua:I’lldropbothofyouguysthen..

Marang:Joshua...

Joshua:Please,Idon’tknowwhenI’llbeback

becauseofmybusyscheduleandthelongdrive

from MauntoFrancistown.

Marang:Okay..

Joshua:Thankyou..

Shegotoffhim andstretchedherbody.Thedress

movedupabitasshedidso.Ayawnescapedher

lipsandshebentdowntoputthethingsbackinthe

basket.Joshuastoodupandshejustpickedthe

pillows,MarangmadeherwaytothecarwhileJosh

pickedtheblanketandpillows.Theirphoneswerein

thecarsohedidn’tleaveanythingbehind.Hefound

babygirlcomfortableinthecarwithhisphoneinher

handsandheadsetson.Hekissedhercheekand

shesmiledwearingtheseatbelt.



Joshua:Asegorekegoneelephoneyame?(Isn’tit

betterthatIgiveyoumyphone?)

Marangremovedoneheadsetandsmiled.She

couldn’tstopsmiling.

Marang:It’sokay.Ijustloveyoursongs.

Joshua:I’llgiveyoumyAppleMusicaccountsoyou

canlistentothesongs.

Shehadnoideawhyhewastalkingaboutbutshe

justnoddedandhestartedthecar.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemeloclosedherbooks.Shewasdonestudying

fortheday.Finally!Shewasgoingtoacethat

mathematicsexam.Asshewalkedtoherbed,she

wonderedwhyMarangstilldidn’thaveaphone,she

would’vebeentalkingtoherrightnow.Whenshe

waswithRaineandtheguysshewaspretendingnot

tocarebutdeepdownshewantedtoknowwho



Marangwaswithyesterday.

Shewalkedoutofthehouseandmadeherwayto

thekitchen.

Phemelo:Mom?

MaPhem:Yes?

Phemelo:IwanttocheckonMarang...

MaPhem:What’swrongwithher?

Phemelo:aobathomama...

MaPhem:Nnayourfriendontlhomolapelo..(Ipity

her)shealwayshasthatsadlookinhereyesandshe

isalwaysquiet.Weheardaboutthecasebutshe

nevertalkedaboutit.Didshetellyou?

Phemelo:Ididn’twanttoraiseitincaseshecries

andgetssadalloveragain.

MaPhem:Ihonestlywishedshewould’veopenedup

more,meandyourdadwould’verepresentedher

wellandthatwomanwould’vegottenlife

imprisonmentinsteadofameasly15years.Okay.



Whenwillyoubeback?

Phemelo:Before7..

MaPhem:Takeyourphonewithyou.

Phemelo:Alrightmom...

Phemelowalkedtothebedroom andgotherphone

andtaximoney.Shesaidbyetohermotherand

walkedout.

AtSunshineOrphanage

Joshuaparkedhiscarafewhousesaway.

Joshua:We’lltalkokay?

Marang:Thankyousomuch.Bye.

Shekissedhischeekandhejustheldherneckto

kissherlips.

Joshua:Byesweetness.



ShegotoutofthecarholdingtheP200noteandthe

giftbagthathadherphoneandit’saccessories.

Shewalkedtotheorphanageandhiscarwasstill

there.Shewavedathim withasmileandshe

openedthegate.Shelookedaroundanditwasquiet.

Sheopenedthedoorandquicklymadeherwayto

thebedroom whereshegothermoneyboxfrom

underthebedandsheshookit.Itwasallcoins.She

putthenoteinsideandsheremovedthephonefrom

thegiftbag.Sheclickedonthecontactsandshe

foundhisnumber,Seeletso’snumberandhis

mother’snumber.Thoseweretheonlycontactsshe

neededanyways.

Howwasshegoingtoexplainwhereshegotthe

phonefrom?Shehadnoidea.

Shechangedclothesandworethedressfrom

yesterdayandherflipflops.Sheheldthesmart

phone.ItwasniceandshealwayssawhowSeeletso



andPhemelousedtheirphonestotakepictures.She

willlearnbutitwasnice.Shethrewitonthebedand

walkedoutofthehouse.Hercaregiversopenedthe

gate.

Caregiver:you’reback.

Marang:Eemma...I’m goingtowaterthesmall

gardenattheback.

Shewalkedtothebackyardandfilledthewatering

canwithwaterbeforeshestartedtowater.When

shewasdonewiththattaskshegottheclothes

from thewashingline,thencamethesortingand

everyonehadtoirontheiruniformsbeforebedtoday.

Theywerejustonehappyfamilyhereanditwas

peacefultoo.

MeanwhilePhemeloopenedthegateandshe

spottedMarangwhowaswalkingtothedoor

holdingtheclothes.

Phemelo:Marang!



MarangturnedandwassurprisedtofindPhemelo

here.

Phemelo:Letmegoputtheclothesawaythen..

Shewalkedinsidethehouseandcameback

minuteslater.

Phemelowaitedbytheshade.Marangsmiledather.

Marang:Hey,letmebringchairs.

Marangwalkedbackinsideandcameoutwithtwo

plasticchairs.

TheysatdownundertheshadeandPhemelogave

Marangalook.

Marang:What?

Phemelo:Andyoudidn’ttellme..

Marang:tellyouwhat?I’m notsurethatI’m following..

Phemelo:Thatyouhaveaboyfriend..

Marang:Ido?



Phemelo:Don’tactdumb,lookatthatsmile.

Maranglaughed.

Marang:Tswamonnamma...

Phemelo:Aslongasyouarehappyandokay.

Marang:Iam...

Phemelo:What’shisname?

Marang:why?

Phemelo:SothatifhetriesanythingIcanputhim in

hisplace..

Marang:wena:(laughing)Hismotherwilldothat.

Phemelo’sjawdropped.

Phemelo:Youknowhismother?

Marangshrugged.

Marang:Yeah...

Phemelo:Ijoo!bajada!

Marang:EhebeforeIforget..thatguyyouareseeing



Theo..

Phemelo:Whatabouthim?

Marang:becarefulofhim,gatwekefuckboykana

gatweng...yeahthat.

Phemelo:Thosearejustrumors.Thatguyosharpo.

Marang:Butpleasebesafetlhemma...

Phemelo:suresureRangz...tellmeaboutyourboy..

Marang:It’sstillnewbutyeahwe’reareokay..

Phemelodroppedthesubjectitseemedasif

Marangdidn’twanttotalkaboutit.Whowould’ve

thoughtthequietandreservedMarangwouldbag

herselfahottieasaboyfriend.

Thatevening

AttheColton’s



Joshuawentthroughhiscontactsasheblockedand

deletedsome.Mostlyfuckbuddies.Hespentsome

timeinhisroom thinkingaboutitandofcoursea

manneededsexbutwhatifhesaysMarang’sname

inthethroesofecstasy?Womenwerevicious

creaturesandhewouldn’twantanyofthem

attackingMarang.Itwasalluptohim toprotecther

innocenceandkeepherawayfrom trouble.Ifshe

doesfindouthewillberuiningherforlife.Her

innocencegetstohim andimagineherfailing

becauseshefoundouthesaidhelovedherandhe

issleepingwithanotherwomanolderthanherand

shecriesherselftosleep.

Thechildneededtofocusandhewasn’tgoingto

distracther.Thedooropenedtohisbedroom door

andhisfatherwalkedin.Hisrelationshipwithhis

fatherhasimproveddrasticallyandhewasn’t

complaining,notatall.

RaJosh:Yourmothertoldme..



Joshuanodded.Heknewobviouslyeveryoneinthe

housewasgoingtoknow.

RaJosh:Joshuayouaredealingwithaminor,sheis

sweetandinnocent.Don’tbethereasonwhyshe

hateslovewhenitissomethingtobecherished.If

youaregoingtodosomethingonthesidemake

sureshedoesn’tfindout,thatisgoingtobreakher

andguesswhowillpickupthepieces?Yoursister

andmotherbecausetheyaresoclosewithherand

weregardherasfamily.Shewillhatethem too.Wait

forher,don’tfindyourselfinprisonbecauseyou

couldn’twaitamere2years.

Joshua:Kautlwa...

RaJoshua:Don’tgetherpregnant,youalreadyhave

alifeandyouareworkingbutshehasn’teven

starteduniversityyet,ababywilldelayherstudiesat

thispoint.Ketseelagoreomotonawankutlwa.

Cheatingistheverythingthatdestroysrelationships

andmarriages.Thestrongestofmarriageshave

beendestroyedbyjustonenightofcheatingand

nothingwaseverthesameafterthat.It’shardto

rebuildbrokentrust,somecouplesspendtimes



buildingtogethermakingahomeandcheatingisa

drawback.Thebiggestdrawback.You’llspend

nightsarguingandinvestigatingyourpartnerinstead

offocusingonimportantthingsandyou’llbeasking

yourselfwhyyoucan’tbelikethiscoupleorthat

coupleelewenaoitirilengdilo.

Joshuanodded.Heheardhisfatherloudandclear.

RaJosh:Takecareofourdaughterinlaworelse

yourmotherwillbeonyourcaseandtrustmethat

womancanbeviciousifshewishedto.Sheloves

Maranglikeherownandwouldtakehersideover

yoursanyotherday.

HisfatherwalkedoutandJoshuabreathedintohis

hands.Thiswasgoingtobethelongest2yearsof

hisentireexistence.Thiscelibacybuthelovedher,

hechuckled.Whoknewhewouldfallforasixteen

yearold.

.

.



*

*

*

3MONTHSLATER



THEGAME

#35

AtTheColtons

Seeletsoateherpopcornasshetalkedtoher

mother.

Seeletso:Didyourdaughter-in-lawtellyou?

MaJoshthrewapillowatSeeletsowholaughed

coveringherface.

Seeletso:Anywaysshehasthebestsister-in-lawso

it’samust.

MaJosh:kantewenaoitlhelaobuaeng?

Seeletsoshrugged.

Seeletso:asIwassaying,youknowthattomorrowis

theschool’sannualprizegivingceremonyright?



MaJosh:YoualwaystellmeandbesidesIhavetobe

there..

Seeletso:Marangwillbescoopingthreeorisitfive?

MaJosh:Youlie!

Seeletso:KaModimo(onGod!)

MaJosh:doesshehaveanyonetotaketheprizesfor

her?

Seeletso:shesaidsheaskedMrsThuso...

MaJosh:That’sstillokay..

Seeletso:You’llseetomorrowatschoolakereyou

haveasmartdaughteranddaughter-in-law.

Thistimehermotherhitherfacewiththepillow.Ma

JoshknewthatJoshuawascomingforthe

Independenceholidays,apparentlytherewasa

shortageofstaffbackinMaunsohistransferwas

notapprovedatall.Theyhadacceptedthatandhe

hasn’tbeenhomeinthreemonths.Hehadabusy

schedule,shesawitwithherhusbandwhoworked

tirelessly.Sheguesseditwastheirpassiontobe



doctorsandtheydiditwiththeirall.

Seeletsolefthermotherintheloungeasshewalked

tothebedroom.AftertheIndependenceholidays

shewasfinallywritingherfinalsandthenshewillbe

donewithschool.Inthemeantimeshehadtostudy

andstudyhard.

Sheplacedthebowlofpopcornonthematandshe

dialedMarang.Shewassureshewasalreadyhome.

Sheansweredimmediatelyandshetookouther

notebook.

Seeletso:Yousaidyouwantedhelpwith

stoichemistry.

Marang:Mhmm,letmeputyouonloudspeakerand

getmynotebook.

Seeletso:youseethataphonemakesthingseasier

pluskedirarevisionkawena.

Marang:Thankyousomuch,youhavenoideahow

muchyouhelpme.



Seeletso:soonthatBBwillbeanAAorA*A*foryour

doublesciences.

Marang:thelittleI’m gettingisalotthough.

Seeletsolaughed.Joshua’swifewastoomodest.

Marang:DidIsayanythingfunny?

Seeletso:Notatall,youarealwaysreadingmma..

Marang:Idon’tgraspconceptsthateasilysoIhave

toalwaysread..

Seeletso:Youaresmart,Imeanyouaregetting

prizestomorrow.

Marang:Ijoo!

Seeletso:I’m goingtogivemom myphonesoshe

cantakephotosofusandweneedselfies,Imean

whenI’m abroadyou’lltellpeoplethatyouknowthee

SeeletsoColton.

Marang:Didtheytellyouthatyouareannoying?

Seeletso:I’m olderthanyouRayrayyoh!Leroga

bagolo(youareinsultingelders)



Marang:Let’sstart,Ihavemynotebookand

textbook..

Seeletso:MoleconceptfirstthentheAvogadro’s

constantletheformulas.

Marang:Yeah,Iseethenotes..

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelowasallgiddyandexcited.Shewasthebest

studentintheschoolandherparentscouldn’tbe

moreproud.Thiswasexcitingandshecouldn’thold

itallin.Shesatcrossleggedonthebedasshe

textedbackandforthwithTheo.Hehadibiterherto

ahousepartyonSaturdayandRainewascoming,

shewantedtoaskMarangifshewouldlandthe

partybutsheknewshewouldsayno.

Phemelo:I’llseewhattodo.Iwillgiveyouthefinal

verdictSaturdaymorning.

Theo:Okay,can’twaittoseeyoubabygirland

congratulationsontheprizesyouaregetting



tomorrow.

Phemelolaughed.Theowasbetterthanherex,that

onecheatedonherbecauseshehadsaidshewasn’t

readyforsexbutsofarTheohasn’tbroachedthat

subject,shewouldlandandshedeservedtolivea

littleafterastressfulterm besidesthefollowing

weekwasthemid-term breakplusIndependence

holidayssoitwasonlythistime.

Phemelo:Thankyoubaby Iloveyou..

Theo:IloveyoumorePhem bear

Sheblushedandplacedherphonedown.Shetried

callingMarang,shedidfindoutshehadaphoneand

whoa!Whoa!Herboyfriendwentallout.Shecouldn’t

believethatshegotawholeiPhoneandshedidn’t

knowshehadaphonethathadthebestpicture

qualityandall.AttimesMarangwastooslow.She

pesteredheronandonaboutbeingonWhatsApp

butsherefusedsayingthatifshedaredher



boyfriendmighttakeherphone.

Marang’slinewasbusy.Shesentamessageinstead

andhopedthatshewouldgetitandrespond.Ittook

alotforMarangtoeventellherherboyfriend’sname.

ShesaidJoshuabutsheneversaidthelastname.

Marangthough.

AtSunshineOrphanage

TwohourslaterMaranglookedathercolorfulnotes.

Marang:IwillreadthisagainandcallifIgetstuck.

Seeletso:Doyouwanttobeadoctorlike...

Shepaused.Shealmostsaidlikeyourhusband.She

wantedtolaughsobad,theylookedcutetogether

butno,herbrotherwas...andimaginethem doi-yoh

yohsheshouldstop,sheshouldn’teventhinkabout

it.

Marang:likehow?



Seeletso:forgetit.Mamaispickingyoutomorrow,

giveheryourphonetooshewillcomewithitsowe

cantakepictureswiththat.Ican’tbelieveyouhave

anexpensivephonejustlikethat.

Marang:Ihonestlydidn’taskhim tobuyit..

Seeletso:I’m justkiddingrayrayyoh,it’syours.

Marang:We’lltalktomorrow.Bye,

SeeletsohungupandMarangsawthemessage

from Phemelo.SherepliedandtriedcallingJoshua.

Hisphonewasn’tgoingthrough.Shesighedasshe

wenttothecalendarandsawthedateshemarked.

HewasallaboutherandtothinkhegaveherP1000

everymonth.Shedidn’tknowwhattodowiththe

moneyhonestly.Shelookedaroundandher

roommateswereasleep.Shepulledthemoneybox

from underherbedandopenedit.Shestarted

countingthenotesandsomeofthecoins.Shehad

likeP2600andhisbirthdaywasonthethirdof

October.Hewasgoingtobe24.Hewasold,old,old,

old.



Sheputthebackintheboxandpushedit

underneaththebed.Shewalkedtothesittingroom

whereshegotthepapersforspecialsandwalked

withthem toherroom.Shesatcrossleggedonthe

bedandpagedthrough.Shedidn’tlikegoingtotown

alonesoshewillaskSeeletsotoaccompanyherto

buysomething.Anything.

Shesenthim amessageandplacedthepaperson

thefloor,herphoneunderthepillowandwalked

barefoottotheswitchwheresheswitchedoffthe

lights.Shegotundercoverandshethoughtbackto

theconversationsheoncehadwithPhemeloand

Raine.Shedidn’tknowhowsheagreedtojointhem

atthelibrary..

Sheshookherheadandclosedhereyes.

AttheColton’s



Thepitbullsbarkedasacarflasheditsheadlights

onthegatearoundmidnight.Hehitthehooterand

thedogsbarkedsomemore.Hewassuretheyhad

activatedthealarm andhewastired.Thatdrive

drainedhim out.Hewasonleaveandhewantedto

sleep,justrestthiswholeweek.

RaJoshuagotoutofthehouseholdingabaseball

batandhewalkedtothegate.Herecognizedthecar

andheopenedthegate.ThecardroveinsideandRa

Joshuaclosedthedate.AtiredJoshuagotoutof

thecarasheyawned.Hisphonebatterywasdead

andhejustneededtosleep.Heclosedthedoorand

lockedthecar.

RaJosh:Youdidn’tsayyouwerevisiting.

Joshua:Itwa(yawning)spurofthemomentthing,I

wasn’tsureifIshouldcometomorroweveningor

today..

RaJosh:Youlooktired.



Joshua:non-stopshiftsandcalls.(yawningand

stretching)

Heheldhisphoneinhishandsashemadehisway

tothehouseinsweatsandalooseteealongwith

flipflops.

Hedidn’tevenclosethedoortohisroom fullywhen

helayonitexhaustedandburntout.Andhewas

gonejustlikethat.

.

.

*

*

*

Thankyouforthesharesandcommentsfamily



THEGAME

#36

Thefollowingmorning

AtSunshineOrphanage

Maranghummedtothesongthatwasplayinginher

headsetswhenshefeltsomeonetouchhershoulder.

Sheremovedherheadsetsandbeamed.

Marang:Dumelang.

MrsThuso:Morning...whattimedoestheceremony

start?

Marang:Aroundten,thankyousomuchfordoing

this.Thankyou...

MrsThuso:I’m proudofyou,you’vecomesofarever

sincetheincident.



Marang:Iguesstherapydidhelp.

MrsThuso:Ididtellyouthatifyoureallywant

somethingtowork,itwillworkinyourfavor.Giveme

ahug.

Maranghuggedherashersocialworkergrinned.

MrsThuso:Youaremakingmeproud.Youremind

meofmychildrenandhowproudtheyusedtomake

me,theyareoldnowandfeelInagtoomuch.

Marang:I’m suretheyloveyousomuch.

MrsThuso:Letmegohomeandgetready,whattime?

Marang:Aroundten..

MrsThusostartedululatingandMarangblushed

withalittlesmileonherface.Blackwomenand

alwayssingingpraiseswhentheywerehappy.

MrsThuso:Iwillseeyou.

Marangnoddedandshecheckedherphoneinher

pocket.Theelaborateliesshespurtedinregardsto



whereitcamefrom wheretoptier.Joshuajusthad

tobuyanexpensivephone.

Speakingofhim,shecheckedherphoneforany

messagesfrom him andtherewasnothing.She

drankherglassofwaterandplacedthedishes

wheretheyweresupposedtobe,sherubbedher

handsagainstthelongtunicandshepickedher

phoneagain.Hehadn’tresponded.Hewasmost

probablydoingthenightshift.Hegotsobusythat

hewouldfallasleeptalkingtohersometimes.This

wasreallysomethinghewaspassionateabout.If

onlyshecanfindoutwhatshewaspassionate

aboutthatshediditdiligently.

AttheColtons

Seeletsorantothecarwheresheputherbag.

Seeletso:mama?

MaJosh:yes?



Seeletso:isdadcoming?

MaJosh:hewillbetherehepromisedyouakere?

Seeletso:Iwantphotosmama.

MaJosh:walapisawaitse..

Seeletsoshruggedwalkingtothekitchenandshe

stoodonhertiptoespickingalunchbox.She

openedthefreezerandjustgottworussianstoput

them inthemicrowave.Shewassureherbrother’s

wifedidn’teat.Shedidn’teatbreakfasteverydaythat

one.

Shegotstartedonthesandwicheswhilethe

russiansweremicrowaving.

Minuteslatershewasdoneandshegotthejuice

from thepantry.

Seeletso:mamadon’tforgettopickngwetsiya

gago.(topickyourdaughter-in-law)

MaJosh:WaswabawenaSeeletso.



Seeletso:It’sthetruthmama,you’llcomewithmy

schoolbagandphoneakere?Picturesmamaand

wearthatdressthatshowsyourfigure.

Herfatherwalkedinsidethekitchenandpointedly

glaredatSeeletso.

Seeletso:Dadyouhaveabeautifulwife.

MaJosh:Onedayyou’llfindhercrying.

Seeletso:that’smycuetoleave,leanthreatenisa

lonaakere(youarethreateningmenow)

Shepickedthefoodandwalkedtothecarwithit

leavingherparentsinthere.Joshuawashere,she

clappedherhands.Sheissingleandshehasto

watchherbrothersimpoverMarang.Theworst

torturehehasevermadeherendure.Sheshookher

headasshewalkedbacktothehouseandmadeher

waytohisroom.Hewasfastasleepwithclotheson.

Shelethim be,besideshesendshermoneyifshe

askshim nicely.

Seeletso:mamashouldn’twegetgoing?



MaJosh:Okay,okay...

Shegrabbedhercarkeysandmadeherwaytothe

car.Seeletsosatinthefrontandbuckledup.The

gateopenedandhermotheradjustedtherearview

mirrorreversingthecar.

Minuteslaterthecarwashootinginfrontofthe

orphanageandMarangsaidbyetohercaregiversas

shewalkedtothecar.Shehadcombedhershort

afrohairnicelyanditwasshinytoo.

Shegotintheback.

Marang:Dumelang..

MaJosh:hellochild,yougoteverything?

Marang:Ithinkso.Thankyou.

MaJosh:Bathong!Youalwayssaythankyou,it’s

nothing.WearefamilynowMarang(smiling)

Marang:Okay..

Seeletso:Ibroughtfood,thelunchboxthereatthe



backmothowamotho..

Shesaidcockily.Hermothershookherhead.She

gaveupwhenitcametothischild.

Afterwhatseemedlike20minutes,hermother’scar

parkedbythegate.Maranggotthejuiceandlefther

phone.

Seeletso:leavethebagtoo,wearenotdoing

anythingtoday.Tlogelatlhemma.

MaJosh:Don’tletherbullyyou.

Seeletso:mamaI’m notabullyyoh,bullykedilotsa

makgoa(bullyingarethingsdonebyEnglishpeople)

MaJoshlaughedasMarangrelentedandlefther

bag.

Seeletso:see?Itwasn’thard.Mamawillbeback,

relax.Iknowthisschool.Igotthis.

MaJosh:Byegirls.

Both:Byyeee!



ShedroveawayjustasPhemelosteppedoutofthe

taxi.Hermotherwascomingfortheceremonylater.

ShespottedMarangwiththeform 5whowasthe

smartest.Shehalfrantothem asshecalled

Marang’sname.

Theystoppedandshecaughtuptothem

Marang:HeyPhem.Phem thisisSeeletso,Seeletso

hereisPhemelo.

Phemelo:Nicetomeetyou.

Seeletso:likewise,Iheardalotaboutyou.

Phemelo:GoodthingsIhope.

Seeletsoshrugged.

Seeletso:I’llfindyouwhenmom comesRayrayandI

thinkyoushouldreallycome.

Marangfrownedinconfusion.

Marang:Idon’tfollow.

Seeletso:Ijoo.Byegirls...



Shewalkedawayleavingthem.

Phemelo:Youknowherandyoudidn’tsay?Inever

seeyouwithherinschool..

Marang:Shehelpsmewhenshehastimeand

congratulations.

Phemelocurtsiedwithahugesmile.

Marang:YouaresmartandI’m sureyourparentsare

proud.

Phemelo:Very..

Marang:Iam stillnotchangingmymindaboutthe

housepartyPhem,shouldn’tyoulikeaskfor

permission?

Phemelo:Theywillneverallowmeto.

Theywalkedinsidetheschool.

Marang:Idon’tthinkyoushouldgo.

Phemelo:Prettyplease.



Marangshookherhead.Therewillbemenandthe

onlymalesshefeltsafearoundwereJoshua’sdad

andJoshandthekidsattheorphanage.Wellmost

ofherclassmatesdidn’tspeaktoher,theyjustdid

groupassignmentstogether.

Marang:Ngng,Raineshouldnotbegoing.

Phemelo:IhaveafeelingyouhateRaine.

Marang:Idon’t,sheisjusttoomuch.

Phemelo:ThereisnothingIcandotochangeyour

mind?

Marang:Idon’tthinkso...

Phemelo:Itried.Soaboutwhathetalkedaboutthat

timeinthelibrary?

Marang:Idon’twanttothinkaboutitPhemeloyoh,

todayisanicedayfriend..

Phemelo:Youdoknowyouaredatinganolderguy

unlikesomeofusandheprobablygetsitfrom

someoneelsebecauseyoucan’t.



Marangsighed,astheywalkedtoherclass.

Marang:We’llsee.TalklaterPhem Phem.

AttheColtons

Joshuafinallywokeupandhelookedaroundthe

room,heneededashowerandtoeat.Howthehell

didhedrivefrom MauntoFrancistown?He

remembered,itwasallenergydrinksandlookathim

now.

Hesatuprightandpickedhisphone.Itwasoff,he

didn’tevenchargeit.Hestooduptogochargehis

phonebeforeheheadedtothebathroom fora

shower.Hetriedtorememberthereasonwhyhe

hadriskedanaccidentwhenhewasfatigued.The

warm waterhithisheadasheclosedhiseyes.His

mindwasdefinitelynothere.Itwasnot.



Whenhewasdone,hestoodinfrontofthemirror

andstartedtoshavehischin.Hestaredathis

reflection,helookedbetter.Hedidn’tknowwhythe

reasondidn’tclickbutheknewitinvolvedbabygirl

andshetoldhim becauseshewasexcited.He

placedhishandsagainstthesink,heshouldstop

doingnightshiftsbutthenhehadareasonfor

takingthem.Helookedatthemirrorwhenit

suddenlyclicked.

Joshua:Fuck!

Hefinishedshavingandhewashedhisfacebefore

heappliedsomeaftershave,hisclotheswereinthe

carandfuck!fuck!

Heworehissweatpantsandlookedforhiscarkeys.

Hewalkedtothecarwhereheunlockedandgothis

suitcase.



Hepassedhismotherandhesaidaquickhiashe

proceededtohisroom.

Hechangedintowhathewouldterm asdecent

clothingandhebrushedhishair,sprayedhis

cologneandworehiswatch,hewasokay.

Hewalkedoutandhesawhisparents.Bothofthem.

RaJosh:heebanna!

MaJosh:IdroppedoffSaraatpre-schoolandyou

wanttojoinus?

Joshua:I’llberightbehindyou.

MaJosh:Youlookgoodbytheway..

RaJosh:orekgamisacologne(thecologneis

suffocating)

Joshualaughed.

MaJosh:Weareleaving,bye.



Joshua:I’lllockup.

Hisparentswalkedoutintheirbestclothes.

Seeletsowasmakingthem proudandhewasproud

ofher,shehasalwaysbeensmartbutthenhisbaby

girl.Hesmiledashewalkedbacktothebedroom

wherehecheckedhisphone.Heswitcheditonand

itwascharging,heshouldprobablychargeitinthe

car...

Heunlockeditandwaitedafewminutesas

messagesstartedtoreport.Hermessagepopped

upalongwiththosecallshemissed.

BabyColton:Hey,Ijustwantedtosaynightsince

yourphonewasn’tgoingthrough.Iloveyou

Shewasn’tholdingherphone.Hespecificallytold

hernottotakeittoschoolbutsincetodaywasprize

giving,itwould’vebeenanexception.Shewastoo

cute,shedidn’tevenasksillyquestionslikeifhe



wascheatingoranythingofthatsort.Hewasnot

cheatingonher,ofcoursehewastempted

sometimesbutthenightshiftswerethewelcoming

distractionheneeded.Hewastoobusytodo

anythingandhethankedGodhesurvivedtillnow.He

wouldbepatientwithher,breakingherwouldbehim

breakinghimself.Hegotthephonechargingcable,

hiswalletwasinthecarandheclosedhissuitcase.

Heboughtherstuffwheneverhegottimetogoout.

Hewalkedoutofthebedroom andgotthekeysby

thetvstandbeforehewalkedoutandlockedthe

door.Hedidn’tknowhowshewasgoingtoreact.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#37

AtMaterSpeiCollege

Thetentshadbeensetupanditwascleanasthe

parentsstartedtoarrive.Seeletsoontheotherhand

madeherwaytoMarang’sclass.

Seeletso:Rayraywee?

Maranglookedupather,shehadbeenlostin

thoughtonceagain.

Seeletso:Mamaishere..

Marang:Oh...

Shestoodupandwalkedtothedoor.

Seeletso:I’m notsure,theparentshavestarted



arrivingsoIthinkmamaishere.

TheywalkedtotheparkinglotandSeeletsolooked

around.Ittookherafewminutestospotherfather’s

carandshegrabbedMarang’shand.

Seeletso:Ifoundthem.Ihopetheybroughtfood,I’m

sohungryyoh.

Marang:Youateinthemorning.

Seeletso:Wasthatfood?AhahMarang..

Marangfollowedherleadandtheystoppedinfront

ofthecar.

Seeletso:Youguyscame,I’m sohappy.

MaJosh:Wouldn’tmissitfortheworld,yourbags

andphonesareattheback.

Marang:Dumelang..

Theybothacknowledgedhergreetingwithasmile

asSeeletsohandedMarangherphoneandbag.

Seeletso:Byeguys..



TheywalkedawayandMarangcheckedherphone

formessagesbuttherewasnothing.Meanwhile

Seeletsotextedonherphoneastheywalkedback.

Seeletso:Iknowyouareintown..

Marang’shusband:WhereisMarang?I’m

somewhereintheparkinglot.

Seeletso:Typicalofyoutoforgetmyexistenceand

askabouther.Shehasherphoneokaybye

Sheplacedherphoneinherpocketandstopped

walking,

Marang:what’swrong?

Seeletso:Borrowmeyourphone.

MaranghandedittoherandSeeletsoclickedonthe

cameraapp.

Seeletso:Reikutlusevividyaapple(weshouldtryout

thevividfilteronapple)

Marang:Howwillyougetthepictures?



Seeletso:Sendthem toJoshandhewillsendthem

tome..akereboSeeletsoreAndroidgang..

MaranglaughedsoftlyasSeeletsopoutedfacingthe

selfiecamera.

Seeletso:Standhereandlet’ssmile.

Marang:I’m cool..

SeeletsojuststoodbehindMarangandadjustedher

handaccordingtoheight.

Seeletso:tooshortbutwewillmakedo,smile

tlhemma..

Marangsmiledlookingatthecameraasthesun

rayshittheirfaces,makingthepicturequalityso

muchbetter.

Seeletso:You’repretty,portableandcute..

Seeletsomovedawayfrom Marangandstarted

takingpicturesofMarangasshelaughed.

Seeletso:Turnaround..

MarangdidandSeeletsosnappedsomemore



pictures.WhenshewasdoneshehandedMarang

herphone.

Seeletso:Weshouldgetgoing.

Marangslippedherheadsetsonandwalkedalong

sideSeeletsowhostartedtextingonherphone.

Marang’sphonebeepedwithamessage.

MyDr:heysweetness..

Shedidn’tknowwhethertorespondornotbecause

hesaidsheshouldn’tdarebringthephonetoschool.

Marang:Hey.

Shebitherlowerlipasshesatatanearbybench

andSeeletsowavedasshecontinuedwalking.She

waswaitingforhim toflipaboutthephoneandit

wasschoolhours.Shebracedherselfforthelong

callshewasgoingtogetthatevening.

Attheparkinglot



SeeletsohadusedanotherwaytolookforJoshua’s

carandshespottedit,thewindowswereopenand

hewasonhisphone.

Seeletso:I’m here,Icanbringhertoyou.Buyme

lunch.

Joshua:Hellotoyoutoo.

Seeletso:lunchmoneybrother..

Joshua:Onewouldn’tguessthatyou’rethesmartest.

Seeletso:Yoursisterneedsmoney,Ididn’tbringmy

lunchbox.Iwon’teatattheDHtodaymr,entlekyou

shouldtakeustoNando’s.

Joshua:BathongSeeletso!

Seeletso:Nando’sitis..I’llbebackwithher.Iloveyou

too.

SeeletsowalkedawayandJoshuashookhishead

laughing.



SeeletsofoundMarangatthesamebenchandshe

satnexttoher.

Seeletso:Ithoughtyouwouldbesitted.

Marang:Theparentsarestillarriving...

Seeletso:Inthatcase,Ithinktheyareinthecar.

Marang:Yes,I’m nervousandIwanttoseeMrs

Thuso..

Seeletso:Beforethat,Ileftsomethingatthecar,how

muchdoyouhaveonyou?

Marang:P20why?

Seeletso:Yourmoneyisshort.

Marang:It’senoughforataxi..

Seeletso:taxi?Suuureee

Justastheystoodup,Phemelowasmakingherway

tothem.

Phemelo:IwaslookingforyouMarang..

Marang:Seeletsowillyougotothecaralone?



Phemelo:Youguysareheadingtotheparkinglot?

I’m lookingformymothertoo.

Marang:ohwecanallgothen.

Sheputherheadsetsonandplayedmusicas

Seeletsotextedonherphone.Marang’sphone

beepedandshesmiledtextingback.Phemelowas

stillwonderingaboutherfriendshipwithSeeletso

Colton.Howdidsheknowher?

Phemelospottedhermother’scar.

Phemelo:I’llcatchupwithyouguys.

Marang:Surething.

MarangwassuresheknewwhereSeeletso’s

parentshadparkedtheircarbutSeeletsopulledher

totheotherdirection.

Marang:Ithoughtitwasthisway..

Seeletso:Uhm theymovedspaces..



TheywalkedandMarangwasobliviousasshe

startedatherphonescreenblindlyfollowing

Seeletso’sfootsteps.

TheystoppedatJoshua’scarandthedoorwas

open.Marangwasn’tpayingattentionatallasshe

gotinsidewhenSeeletsosaidso,shewasbusy

textingJoshua.

Seeletso’swalkedaway,attimesitshowedhowshe

canbeeasilybedistractedandnotpayattentionto

hersurroundings.Thistimeitworkedtoher

advantage.

MeanwhileinthecarafterMarangfrownedasthe

familiarscentinvadedhersenses,sheslowlyplaced

herphonedownonherlapandturnedtofindJoshua

staringather.

Marang:ohGod!



ShecoveredhermouthwithherhandsasJoshua

closedthewindows.

Joshua:Sweetness(deepvoice)

Marangcouldn’tshaketheshockoffasshelooked

around,shewasinhiscarwithhim.Hewashere

and...ohGod!

Herhandsmovedtocoverherfaceandhelaughed

takingherhands.

Joshua:We’reshynow?

Maranglookedathim andsheshookherheadin

disbelief.

Marang:Yo-you’rehereand-ohmygod!

Joshuatippedherheadoverandleanedinforasoft

slowkisswhichsheallowedasshewrappedher

handsaroundhisneck.Thekisswentonformore

thanaminuteashesavoredherlips,3monthstoo

longwithoutthissweetlittlething.

Hislipsdetachedfrom hersbuttheysharedthe

samebreathashepeckedherlipsandstartedto



Frenchkissher.Marangbrokeitandstaredintohis

hazelbrowns,herhandmovedtohischinandhe

gaveherasmilethatshesworewouldalwaysbe

directedtoher.

Joshua:Icanfinallysayhellotomybaby.

.

.

*

*



THEGAME

#38

Attheparkinglot

Joshuaheldthehandthatwasonhischinwitha

littlesmileashereyesshonewithunshedtears.

Joshua:Imissedyou..

Marangsmiledandkissedhislipsagain.He

chuckled.

Joshua:Youmissedmetoo?

Shenoddedlettinghischingoandheheldbothher

handsinhis.

Joshua:Don’tmindmypresencetoday,Ijustcame

towatchyougetthoseprizes.

Marangletgoofhishandsandcoveredherface,

nowshewillknowheisinthecrowdwatchingher.



Marang:Hello(softly)

Hecouldn’tstopsmiling,thatlongdrivewasworthit.

Joshua:We’lltalklaterathome..

Marang:Ho-ohokay.Thankyouforcoming.

Joshua:WellI’m gladIcouldcomeandsupportmy

baby.

Marang:Yourbaby..

Joshua:Myonlybaby(pinchinghercheeksasshe

lightlyslappedhishandsaway)

Marang:IloveyouwhatdidyousayIwas?

Joshua:Mysoul’sequalandyousaidyouarethe

missingpiecetomypuzzle.

Marang:Nowyou’remyleftventricle.(laughing)

Joshualaughedashekissedhersmalllipsone

moretime.

Joshua:Heythereleftventricle..

Marang:stop!(blushing)



Hekissedherwholefaceasshegiggledinthecar,

luckilyhiswindowsweredimmedsonoonecould

seewhatwasgoingonintheinside.

Joshua:Weshouldprobablygobeforetheceremony

starts.

Marang:Thankyou,thankyou..

Joshuakissedherlipsoncemorebitingherlowerlip

intheprocess..

Joshua:Nowweshouldgo.Doyouwanttoeat

something?

Marang:I’m fine.

Joshua:Sure?Icangetyousomethingtoeat..

Marang:I’m sure.I’m finejustnervous,howam I

supposedtoactandallthat..

Joshua:I’m sureyouwillbefine,trustme..babewe

shouldgetgoing.

Marang:Okay...



Shegotoutfirstandstartedwalkingaheadas

Joshuagotout,helockedthecarandlookedaround.

Hewalkedbehindherbutmaintainingsome

distancebetweenthem.

Marangturnedtolookathim asheslidhishandsin

hispocketsandkeptwalking.Sheblushedasshe

walkedtowheretheceremonywasheldandJoshua

spottedhisparents.

Hetookouthisphoneandtextedher.

Joshua:I’llbewiththeparentsthatside.Allthebest

sweetie..

Marangtookoutherphoneandreadthemessage

asshefoundherseat.ShespottedMrsThusoand

shewavedather.MrsThusogavethebiggestgrin

andMaranglaughedintoherhands.Thiswastoo

goodtobetrue.

Minuteslatertheceremonystartedandsheputher

phoneinherpocketastheystartedwithanopening



prayer.

30minuteslaterthatwaswhenitwastimetostart

announcingtheprizewinnersoftheday.

MC:nowwegettothebusinessoftheday,the

awardees..

Thepeoplesmiled.

MC:Wearegoingtostartwithsubjects,thebestin

thatsubjectform 4andform 5.

ThecrowdwaitedinanticipationastheMCstoodby

thepodium.

MC:FirstbprizeofthedaygoestoPhemeloMoseki

bestinChemistry.

PeopleclappedtheirhandsasPhemelowalkedup

frontwithhermotherbehindher,shehadonewide

smileasPhemelo’sfathertookphotosandPhemelo

gotherprize.



MeanwhileSeeletsowaslookingforMarangwhen

sheheardhernamebeingcalled.

Seeletso:Shoot!

Shebreathedinandoutasshewalkedtothe

podium whereshegrinnedseeinghermotherstart

withtheululating.

Seeletso:Bathongmama!(laughing)

Joshuahadonehandinhispocketashetook

photosalongwithhisfather.

RaJosh:Theymadeyouthephotographer?

Joshua:Theladiesofthehouse..

RaJoshlaughed.

MC:banabadiscience..Chemistryeboketelaitse

tota(chemistryisharddoyouknowthat?)

JustasSeeletsowasabouttowalkawaytheMC



stoppedherandtoldhertobenearandwaitbythe

sidelinesbecausehernamewasgoingtobecalleda

couplemoretimes.

Seeletsonoddedasshefollowedhermother.They

weren’tveryfarfrom thepodium andshetookout

herphone.ShesentatexttoMarang.

Seeletso:Okae?(whereareyou?)

ShewaitedforthereplyassheandPhemelowere

calledforBiologyandPhysics.

MC:Guysyouknownoteveryonedoeswellin

mathematics,fortheform foursthiswashard

becausethegirlswereneckandneckonthesubject.

Boyswhereareyou?

Thecrowdlaughedashereadhispaper.

MC:Forthebestinmathematicsform fourisMarang

Rutang..



Marangexclaimed.Shewasn’texpectingthemaths

prizeasshestoodupandMrsThusoululated

walkingtothepodium andSeeletsoandJoshua

snappedphotos.Lookatherallsmartandshit.Mrs

ThusoevenpickedhersmallbodyandMarang

laughed.

Seeletso:youshouldpaymefortutoringyour

wife(whisperingtoJoshua)

Joshua:WaswabaSeeletso.

Shelaughedasshewascalledtogetthe

mathematicsprize.

PhemelolookedatSeeletsoandattheguyshewas

surewasPhemelo’sboyfriend.Shetookouther

phoneasshetyped“JoshuaColton”inthesearch

barandhispicturepoppedup.Hereyesnearly

poppedasshetookinhisphotos,hewasadoctor.A

wholedoctor?AndhewasSeeletso’srelativeorwas



hehisbrother.SheclappedherhandsasSeeletso

gotherprizeforaddmathstoo.Shewassmartyoh!

Shewillsearchmorelater,thedaywasstilllong.

MarangwascalledagainforEnglish,Geography,Art

andHomeEconomics.Bythetimeshesatdownshe

wasexhaustedfrom standingupandgettingthose

awards.Joshuabeamedwithprideashewatched

from thesidelines.

SeeletsogotmoreprizesalongwithPhemeloand

otherstudents,wellshehadtothankSeeletsofor

helpingher,themathematicsprizetookherby

surprise.Shewasshookreallyandwantedtocry.

MeanwhilePhemelostoodnexttoherparents,

MaPhem:Sheissosmartandshy,Bathong..asyour

friend,Iapprove..



Phemelo:Iknowright?I’m proudoftheprogressshe

made.

MaPhem:lesureodiradidoublescience?

Phemelo:yes..

MaPhem:Okay..

Hermothernoddedherheadinapproval.

Bythesidelinesasstudentsinsportandother

activitieswerecalled,RaJoshuatalkedtoMrs

Thusowhowasbeamingwithpride,thiswasthetiny

Marangwhodidallthis?

Joshuatextedher.

Joshua:Babe?Sweetnessmeetmebytheparkinglot

okay?

Sherepliedimmediately

BabyColton:okay..



HeexcusedhimselfasSeeletsoraisedaneyebrow

andwiththecornerofhereyeshesawMarang

standup.Dikgangtsamalapaabatho!Sheclapped

herhandsandscrolledthroughthepicturesthat

weretakenofherandthoseofMarang.Thelast

awardsshewasgoingtotakepictureswithher,she

shouldstophidingaftergettingthoseprizes.

IntheparkinglotJoshuawaitedforherandhesaw

heratadistance.Whenshewascloseheopenedhis

armsforherandshefitrightin.

Joshua:I’m proudofyoubabygirl..

Marangheldhistorsotightlyholdingbacktears.She

didn’texpectanyofthis,thisishowitfelttobea

smartperson?

Joshua:arewecryingbaby?It’snotoveryet..

Hebrokethehugandforcedhertolookathim ashe

wipedhertears.



Joshua:IloveyouandI’m soproudofyou,very

proud.Don’tcrybaby..

Shesmiledwithtearsinhereyesandhelethergo.

Joshua:Ithinktherearemoreprizestobewon..

Marangnoddedasshewipedhertears.Shewalked

awayandhewatchedherwalkandheshovedhis

handsinhispocketswithalittlesmile.Hewalked

back.

MinuteslaterMarangfeltherselfbeingpulled.

Seeletso:Don’tsitdown..

Marang:Seeletso..

Seeletso:Youwerecrying?Sorrybutlet’sgo.

Seeletsowalkedwithhertowheretheparentswere

andJoshuahadtoholdbackandnotholdherinhis

arms.Shewassooverwhelmedbyeverything,his

poorlittlethingandSeeletsowasnotmakingthings

better.



MC:Wearestartingwiththetoptenlistandwe’llthis

yearwehavealotofsurprises..

Thecrowdwaitedinanticipationashestartedwith

numbertenandwhenhegottonumberfiveMarang

wascalledandshewalkedforward.Soshebeat

someofthepuresciencestudents?Unbelievable..

MrsThusowalkedtothepodium holdingMarang

who’stearswerestreamingdownherface.Phemelo

wasthebestoverallstudentForm fourandher

parentswerebeamingwithpride.

Theform fivelistwascalledandliketheColtons

expectedSeeletsotoppedthewholegradealong

withtheschool.

InhertearymessSeeletsopulledMarangasthey

walkedtothepodium forMarangtogetanawardfor

thebestdoubleawardstudent.



MC:andtheyarefriends?Greatmindsthinkalike..

Seeletso:Josh’sbabytlhemmawipeyourtearsfor

thepicturesandtogettheawardmothowa

motho(whispering)

Marangsmiledthroughthetearsasshewipedher

tearsandlookedupascamerasflashed.

Marang:guys!

Seeletso:Weareproudofyou,smileagainbabyfor

thecameras.

ShelookedaheadashereyeslockedwithJoshua’s

eyesandsheblushedandhechuckledtakingphotos.

Shewipedhertearsaspeopleclappedtheirhands

andPhemelodidtoo.Shehadalreadyconnectedthe

dotsbuttheywilltalkaboutit.

MarangwalkedawayandMrsThusohuggedher.

MrsThuso:weareproudofyou.



MaJoshwalkedtowardsMarangandhuggedher

too.

MaJosh:congratulationsbaby..

Maranglaughedsoftlywithtears.MaJoshrubbed

herbackandshecouldn’tstopthetears.

MaJoshlethergoandMaranglookedatJoshua

whowasholdinghimselfback.Theywereinpublic

andheoncementionedtheissueofherageraising

quesandeyebrowsespeciallyhereinaschool

environment.Seeletsohuggedher.

Seeletso:Whenyoustartworking,paymeformy

efforts.

Maranglaughed.

Phemelowalkedtowheretheywereandshehugged

Marang.

Phemelo:congratulationsRangz..

Marang:congratstoyoubeststudentmma.



Seeletsoflashedasmile.

Seeletso:CongratulationsPhemelo!

Phemelo:Noweveryoneiscongratulatingeachother.

TheyalllaughedasPhemeloletMaranggoand

MarangtooktheriskandwalkedtowardsJoshua.

Shehuggedhim forafewbriefsecondsandsmiled.

.

.

*

*

*

*



THEGAME

#39

Atschool

TheceremonywasoverandMarangwaswith

Seeletso.

Seeletso:Uhyou’vegottojoinustonightforthe

celebratorydinner,Ialreadyaskedmamatotalkto

MrsThusoandshesaidyes,youdeserveto

celebrate.

Marang:Okay.

Seeletso:Youkrespendingthenighttoo.

Marang:Okay..

WiththecornerofhereyeshewatchedJoshuatalk

tosomeoftheteacherssheassumedtaughthim.



Hejustcameheretoseeher?

Seeletso:You’llgetthephotosfrom Joshua.Hehas

mostofthem.

WiththatSeeletsowalkedawayandPhemelomade

herwaytoMarang.

Phemelo:CongratulationsonceagainRangz.

Marang:thankyousomuch..

PhemelosatdownandlookedatMarang.From an

averagestudenttoastarstudent?Shereally

surprisedmostwithhercurrentachievements.

Phemelo:Seeletso’sbrotherisyourboyfriend?

Marangshrugged.

Marang:Yes(confused)

Phemelo:KanaIwaswonderinghowyouknew

Seeletso.(pausing)tha-thatmeanshisparentsknow

youtooareathing,youonce,mentionedthathis

motherwouldtalktohim ifhedidsomethingwrong.

Marang:Idon’tgetwherethisconversationis



headingPhem.

Phemelo:I’m justcurious,you’realwayssosecretive

andall.

Marang:It’sreallynotanyone’sbusiness,Inever

interfereinyourrelationshipaffairs.

Phemelo:True,I’m sorry..

Marang:It’sokay.

Phemelo:Butyoudorememberwhatweoncetalked

about?

Marang:Phem tlhemmaIdon’twanttothinkabout

that.

Phemelo:Sorrybutthat’sjustlifesweetRangz,canI

borrowyourphone.Iwanttotakeselfies.

Maranghandedherthephone,itdidn’tevenhavea

passcode.

Phemeloquicklywenttocontactsandsentherself

Joshua’snumberbeforeshedeletedthemessage



onMarang’sphoneandwenttothecameraapp.

Phemelo:thepicturequalityisincredible..

Marang:Seeletsosaysthesame.

Phemelo:let’stakephotostogether...doyouhave

shareitperhaps?

Marang:Ithinkit’sthere..

Phemelo:let’stakephotos.

Phemeloturnedandangledthephoneatthem as

Marangsmiled.Shewasprettyandcute,hersmall

sizemadeheradorableandall.

Aftermorethan3minutesofselfies,Phemelosent

someofthem toherphoneasshehandedMarang

herphone.

Phemelo:Soyouarenotgoingtothehouseparty?

Marang:Nope.

Phemelo:Cool..



ShehuggedMarangonelasttime.

Phemelo:You’llcallme,Ihavetogowithmyparents

andcongratulationsgirlfriend.

Marang:Thankyou,bye!

PhemeloletgoofMarangandshewavedasshe

halfrantoherparents.

Maranglookedaroundandshewasn’tsureifshe

shouldstartwalkingtothetaxirank,shewasso

tiredtoday.Alothadhappened.Herphonebeeped

withatextmessage.

MyDr:thecarsweetness.

Marang:Onmyway..

Shestartedwalkingandshebumpedintoabeaming

MrsThuso.



MrsThuso:Ican’tstopsmiling..

Marangblushed.

MrsThuso:MrsColtonwantedtohaveacelebratory

dinnerforyouguys,Iagreed.Isitokay?

Marang:Yes..

ShehuggedMarang.

MrsThuso:Doyouwantmetodropyouoff?

Marang:It’sokay,thankyousomuchforcoming.I

appreciateit.

MrsThuso:Iwouldhavenevermisseditforthe

world.Osureyoudon’twantaride?

Marang:Nomam...bye.

MrsThuso:Byebye!

ShehurriedofftothecarholdingsomeofMarang’s

prizes.Itmeansshetooksometothecarearlieron.



Marangwalkedtotheparkinglotandlookedfor

Joshua’scar.Shefounditandsheopenedthedoor.

Joshua:Heysweetness..

Marang:hey..

Shebuckledupashestartedthecarandswitched

ontheairconditioningsystem.Joshuasmiledonhis

ownashereversedoutofhisparkingspot,hisshirt

sleeveswererolledupexposinghisveinedarmsand

hehadonehandbehindMarang’sseatasheturned

thewheel,glancingatthebackeverytwoseconds.

Marang’slipssoftlypartedasshekepthergazeon

him.

Joshua:Justsayyouwantmyattentioninsteadof

staring.

Sheleanedbackassheremovedherschoolshoes.

Marang:Youaredriving..

Joshua:Connectmyphonetotheauxcord.



Shegothisphonewhichwasonhislapandshe

unlockedit.Sheconnectedittothecordshesaw

andwenttohismusicapp.

Shepickedoneofherfavoritesongswithasmile.

AboutYouNowbySugababesstartedplayingand

Joshuasmiled.Marangsangalongwithherusual

saccharinevoiceasshesnappedherfingers.Okay

shewasbeingmuchmoreopenaroundhim,he

knewshelovedmusicwitheveryfiberofherbeing

andshelistenedtoitwhenshewasn’tstudyingor

shewantedtorelax.

Whentheywerebytherobotsandhestoppedin

frontoftheredlights.Shelookedathim withaheart

stoppingsmilethathadhiseyesgluedonher.

Marang: Notadaypassmeby

Notadaypassmeby,whenIdon’tthinkaboutyou

AndthereisnomovingoncauseIknowyou’rethe



one

AndIcan’tbewithoutyou(you)

Canwebringyesterdaybackaround

CauseIknowhowIfeelaboutyounow

Helookeddownwithasmileasthetrafficlights

wentgreenandhestoleakisswhichshelaughed

intobeforehecontinueddriving.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#40

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelolookedatthenumbershesentherself.She

reallywasn’tsureifitwasJoshua’snumberbutshe

guessedthatsincehewasadoctorandthefactthat

Maranghadotherfournumberssavedbytheir

actualnamesthisonewasapossibleguess,itwas

apetname.Lameifyouaskedher.Whosavesa

numberas“MyDoctor”andshehadlikefive

numbersonherphone.Justfive

Shesavedthecontactonherphoneandshewillsee

whattodowithit,notthatsheisjealousoranything.

ShewenttoWhatsAppaftersavingthenumberand



itshowed,shesawtheprofilepictureandhewasin

awhitecoat.Heresembledacelebritysheknewbut

shecouldn’tputherfingeronwhoexactly.

Herphonerangandsheanswered.

Raine:Hey..

Phemelo:I’llbelandingtomorrowforthehouseparty,

abitearlyifyouaskme.

Raine:isMarangcoming?KanammaBamelikesher

awholelot.

Phemelo:Sheisnot,sheplainlyrefusedbesidesher

boyfriendisintownso..

Raine:Herboyfriend?Theolderguyyoumean?

Phemelo:Yeah,hisnameisJoshuaColton.

Raine:Ijoo!Okay.We’llmeettomorrowattown.

Phemelo:Surething.

ImmediatelyasPhemelohungupRainewentto



FacebooktosearchJoshuaandmy,hewasonefine

specimen.Shesentafriendrequestandamessage

requestatthesametime.

Sheplacedherphonedownandcontinuedwatching

tvathome.

AtSunshineOrphanage

Marangcombedherhairagainasshelookedatthe

mirror.Shewasnotsurehowsheshouldlook,they

saideveryonewaseatingouttodayandJosh

droppedherhome.

Shesatonthebedinhertowelasshethoughtabout

anoutfit.Shehasnevereatenoutexceptforthe

timeJoshuatookhertoMilkyLaneandthatprivate

picnicshehad.Whocouldhelpherwithniceclothes?

Seeletsowillprobablysaysheshouldwearwhatever

shefeelscomfortableinandwellPhemelousedto



wearniceclothestoschoolduringCivviesday.

ShegrabbedherphoneandcalledPhemelowho

answeredimmediately.

Phemelo:HeyRangz.

Marang:Canyouhelpmechooseanoutfit?Idon’t

knowwhattowear..

Phemelo:Theoccasionandletmethinkof

something.

Marang:apparentlyit’sadinner,acelebratoryone

andInevergotoanywherefancyordressupfancy.

Phemelo:Youaretwosizesmallerthanme,my

clotheswon’tfitandyouareshort..what’sinyour

wardrobe.

Marang:Ah,theywouldn’tfitinafancyplace.

Phemelo:Youcanmakeanythingfancy,it’salittle

after3pm soletmeaskmymom tocomeoverand

helpyouwithwhattowear.

Marang:Thankyou..



Phemelo:Surethingsisters.

Shehungupandshewalkedtothewardrobe.She

neverboughtclotheswiththemoneyhegaveher

andsheregretteditatthisexactmoment.

ShecalledJoshua.

Joshua:Sweetness.

Marang:Thedinnerisitanywherefancyandall?

Joshua:Ithinkso,myfathersaidhebookedatable

atahotel.

Marang:okay.Igottogo.

Joshua:I’llpickyouupatsevenyes?

Marang:Yes.Iloveyoubye.

Joshua:Iloveyoumoresweetness.

Shehungupandthrewthephoneonthebed.Her

hairwillbefineatafancyrestaurantorwillit?



AttheColtons

Joshuathrewhisphoneonthebed,shedoeshave

somethingtowearright?Shegetsathousandevery

monthforwhatevershefeelssheneedsorwants.

Heclosedhiseyes,hewillwakeuplater,henever

thoroughlyrested.

Meanwhileinthebedroom Seeletsoupdatedher

statuswithapictureofherandMarang,shewasa

littlecutieandJoshuahadagoodeye.Shehoped

theirrelationshipwillstaysolidbutevenifitdoesn’t

last,MarangwasherfriendnowandJoshuawillstill

remainherbrothertillwhenever.Shewashoping

Joshuadoesn’thurtMarangandallinallshe

couldn’twaitforthesleepovertonightwithMarang.

Afterthedinner,theyweregoingtowatchamovieat

home.Shewashappyandexcited.



Sarawalkedinherroom holdingtwodresses.

Seeletso:Thatpinkone.

Shelookedatitandwalkedout,thatmoment

Seeletsostoodupandfollowedhersister.She

betterhelphergetreadybeforeshemessesup.

AtSunshineOrphanage

Afterwhatseemedlike20minutestherewasa

knockatthedoorandMarangopened.Phemelo

walkedinholdingherbackpackandshethrewiton

thebed.

Phemelo:Okaylet’srummagethroughyourcloset.

Marang:Wardrobe.

Phemelo:samedifference.

PhemelothrewMarang’sclothesonthebedand



lookedatMarang.

Phemelo:Blackisstylish,doyouhaveapairof

pumps?

Marang:Ithinkso..

Phemelo:Whatcolour?

Marang:Black,notsureInevergoanywhere.

Phemelo:That’swhyyouneedtogooutmore,live

more,meetnewpeople.Getacquaintedwiththecity,

youonlyliveonce.Playingitsafewon’tbesofunin

ayearortwo.

MarangshruggedasPhemelopickedupaskirt.

Phemelo:thislookednice,doyouhaveaplainwhite

shirt?

Marangrememberedtheshirtsheoncegotfrom

Seeletso,shehadsaiditwastoosmallonherandit

lookedbrandnew.

Marang:Ido.

Phemelo:finditform thisheapofclothes.



Marang:What’sinthebag?

Phemelo:Hairproducts,youhaveaniceafroRangz

andyouhaveedgesthatneedtobelaid,oTswa

evenmakgarebe.

Marang:Ihavenoideawhatyouaretalkingabout,

Phemelo:Don’tworry.

Marangfoundtheshirtandlaiditnexttotheskirt.

Phemelo:Youdon’thaveajacketorsomethingof

thatsortbutwewillmakedo.Weartheclothesand

let’ssee.

Marangdroppedthetowelandinherpantiesshe

pickedtheclothes,theyweren’tironedyetbutthey

willsee.

Shewasdone3minuteslater.

Phemelo:Ngng,gagodire...

Marang:Ishouldjustcancel.



Phemelo:We’llfindsomething,don’tworry.

Marang:Okay.

3hourslaterPhemelomadeMarangturnaround,it

wasokay.

Phemelo:Thatlooksgood,wetiedtheshirtandsince

thatlongassdressissleevelessitlooksbetterwith

thosepumps,edgeslaidyouaregoodtogo.

Marang:Youarealifesaver,thankyou.

Phemelo:Welcome.Pictures?

PhemelotookoutherphoneassheforcedMarang

totakepictures.

Marang:Ineverturnoutgoodinpictures,

Phemelo:Youareprettynowonderhelikesyou.

Marang:who?

Phemelo:nevermind,smilebabygirl.Smile.



MarangsmiledasPhemelosnappedmorepictures.

Phemelo:Perfect.Ihavetogolove.Bye.

Marang:Thankyouonceagain..

Phemelo:It’snothing..

ShewalkedoutthedoorandMarangwaitedfor

Joshuatocomepickherup.Whilewaitinghermind

keptgoingbacktowhatPhemeloandRaineonce

saidandapartofhercouldn’thelpbutagreebut...

Sheshookherhead.Shewillseetonight.

Thatevening

JoshuaheldMarang’shandasheledhertothe

house,dinnerwasfunandeveryonehadfuntothe

pointofSarafallingasleep.Joshua’sparents

decidedtocallitanightandheadedtotheirroom as

JoshuakissedMarang’scheek.



Joshua:Goodnightsweetness..

Marang:Night..

HeleftherandSeeletsointhelounge.

Seeletso:Let’sgochangeandwatchamovie.

Theyheadedtothebedroom andsheworethenight

dressshehadwornherfirsteveningherealongwith

someslides,thefactthatshecanwearSeeletso’s

clotheslikethatwithouthercomplainingaboutit

too..

Seeletsohadchangedintoherpajamasandhanded

Marangtheremote.

Seeletso:Findamovie,I’m goingtogetsnackokay?

Marang:Okay.

Shesatonthecouchastheirwordsrangloudlyin



herheadatthisexactmoment.Shechanged

channelsandstoppedononemoviethatwasto

startinafewminutes.

Seeletsocamebackwithsnacksandplacedthem

onthetablewhileMarangleanedbackwaitingfor

themovietostart.

HalfwaythroughthemovieMarangyawnedand

Seeletsolookedather.

Seeletso:Ifyouaretiredyoucangosleep,youhada

longday.

Marang:Thankyou.

Shegotupandstretchedherbodybeforewalking

away.ShewasabouttoenterSeeletso’sbedroom

whenshedecidedtowalktoJoshua’sroom.She

thoughtofknockingbuttookherchancesand

openedthedoor,itwasnowornever.



Hewasinhisboxersonthebedwhileonhisphone.

Hefrownedconfusedandplacedhisphonedown.

Joshua:Sweetnessyou’renotsupposedtobeinhere.

Marang:Iwanttobeinhere..

Joshua:Youshouldn’t,walkoutbaby...

Insteadofwalkingoutshemadeherwaytothebed

andsatnexttohim.

Joshua:Sweetnessyoushouldn’tbeinmyroom at

thistime,ifyouareti-

Sheplacedhersmallhandsonhischeeksand

kissedhim,climbingontopofhim.Marang’sheart

poundedasshedidthisbuthedidn’tstopher.

Joshuawascaughtoffguardwiththatmoveandhis

erectionwasalreadyup.Heheldherhandsand

brokethekiss.

Joshua:Marangodiraeng?(Marangwhatareyou

doing?)



Marang:Whatagirlfriendshoulddo,ifyo-youdon’t

askmeforsexthenyou(pausingasashadowcrept

onhisfaceandhisgriptightenedonherhands)

Joshua:What?

Hisvoicecool,calm andeverythingdangerousas

alarm bellsranginherhead.

Joshua:Whothefucktoldyouthatshit?

Marang:I-Uh...

Joshua:NkarabeMarang..

Marang:The-Uh..

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#41

AttheColtons

InJoshua’sbedroom

Marangwastonguetiedandshedidn’tlikethelook

inhiseyes.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Iaskedaquestion..answermedammit!I

won’taskyoutwice.

Hisgriponherhandswastootightandtearsburned

atthebackofhereyes.

Joshua:Marangyouweren’tcryingaminuteago,ska



irabotete..

Hehasneverusedthattoneonher.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?(shakyvoice)

Heletgoofherhandsandsherubbedthem and

rubbedhereyes.

Marang:Uhm..Theysaid(holdingbacktears)Uhm,

sincey-yo-you’reolderthanmeyougetUhm sex

somewhereelse..

Hepointedlylookedatherasshegotoffhim wiping

hertearsandshesatonthebed.Hewasexpecting

hertosaymore.

Marang:Ith-thoughtaboutitan-andyouneverasked

forit,Iassumedtheywereright..



Throughtearyeyesshekepthergazeonhim,

lookingdownwhenhelookeddirectlyintohereyes.

Joshua:Who?

Marang:UhRa-

Joshua’sphonebeepedwithamessageandhe

liftedhisfingertosilenceher.Shesniffedasused

herhandstowipehertearswhilehecheckedhis

phone.

Joshuafrownedreadingthemessagethathad

Marang’spictureattached.Hepinchedhisnose

bridgeasheplacedhisphonedown.

Joshua:Knowwhatgotosleep,Idon’ttrustmyself

nottoraisemyvoiceatyou.

Shestoodupandwalkedout,wipingmoretearsthat

rolleddownhercheeks.

Shegottothebedroom andSeeletsofrowned.



Seeletso:Whyareyoucrying?

Marangshookherheadasshegotundercoverand

facedtheotherway.

Seeletso:Ijoo!

Sheclosedhereyes,forcingsleeptocometakeher.

Thefollowingmorning

WhenhewasmuchcalmerhewalkedtoSeeletso’s

bedroom whereheknocked.Seeletsoopenedthe

doorandshefoldedherarms.

Seeletso:Shewascryinghalfoftheni-

Joshua:It’snoneofyourbusinessSeeletso..

Seeletsoshutup.Shemovedfrom thedooras

Joshuawalkedinsidetheroom.Shequicklyexcused

herselfandclosedthedoorinherwayout.



Maranglifttedtheblanketsfrom overherhead,she

heardhisvoiceandnowitwassilent.Whenshegot

herheadout,hewasleaningagainstthedoorframe

withhishandsdeepinhissweatpantspockets.

Shetightlyheldtheblanketsandlookedathim.He

wassilentbuthelookedlikeapersonwhohadalot

tosay.

Marang:I’m sorry.(lowvoice)

Joshua:Marangobatlagontlwaetsa

bananyana?(Marangdoyouwantkidstogetusedto

me?)

Marang:Rra?

Joshuasuckedinadeepbreathbeforehecontinued

talking.

Joshua:Andyouwanttoseemeinprisonfor

defilement?

Marangshookherhead.Thatwashonestlynother

intention,shethoughtthatitwouldn’tbeknownand-



Joshua:whygiveyourfriendsmynumberMarang?

BananyanaMarang!

Marang:Iswear,Ididn’tgiveoutyournumber!

Shesaidbeforeshebitherlipandrubbedher

swolleneyes.

Joshua:We’llcomebacktothenumberpart,explain

whatyoudidlastnight.

Hewasforcinghertotalk.

Marangrubbedherhandstogetherwithtearsinher

eyes,shedidn’tthinkitwasgoingtobemuchofa

bigdeal.

Marang:I-(quiveringlips)

Shelookedathim andhehadn’tchangedhisstance.

Marang:Theyk-k-



Joshua:Whoisthey?

Marang:uhm Rainea-andP-ph-Phemelo..

Shewashesitanttosaytheirnamesbutshedidn’t

wanttomakeJoshuaangry.

Joshua:DoyouthinkI’m stupidfornotdemanding

sexfrom you?

Sheshookherhead.

Joshua:Youhadtodealwiththetraumaofbeing

rapedandforGod’ssakeMarangyou’reaminor.I

loveyoubutI’m certainlynotgoingtodefileyouor

riskmywholecareerandlandinjailbecauseofthat.

Areclear?

Shenoddedsniffingandshejustlookedathim.

Joshua:Didyougiveanyoneyourphoneyesterday?

Marangnoddedandshetoldhim withavoicethat

cracked,morefrom fearthananything.

Joshua:Fuck!

Hesaidashethoughtaboutforaminute.



Throughoutthiswholetaphehadn’tcalledher

sweetnessoranyofthosepetnamesheliked

callingher.

Joshua:Don’teverdothatandhonestlyifthat’swhat

youandyourfriendsspendtimeon,discussing,it

wouldbebettertocuttieswiththem.What

happenedlastnightisnotyouMarang.Iwantwhat’s

thebestforyouandyoujustshowedmethatyour

friendsarenotwhat’sbestforyou.

Shenoddedherheadwipinghertears.

Joshua:doweunderstandeachotherMarang?

Marang:ye-yes.

Joshua:Good.Comehere,ontlhomosapelo..

Sheslowlypulledtheblanketsoffandgotoffthe

bed.Hehuggedherandherubbedherback.

Joshua:Doyouhaveaheadache?Gatweyouwere



cryingallnight...wabonagorewaitidisahela(you

seeyou’remakingyourselfcry)

Sheshookherheadandhekissedthetopofher

head.

Joshua:Youunderstandwhatwetalkedabout?

Marang:Eerra.

Joshua:Thendotherightthingokay?

Shenodded.

Joshua:Youarenotreadyforthecommitmentand

everythingthatcomeswithsex,justfocusonschool

andnothingelseokay?

Shenoddedonceagain.

Joshua:Doyouneedpanado?Paracetamol?

Shejustshookherheadandhesighedholdingherin

hisarms.Ifshedidsomethingwronghesurewas

goingtocallhertoorder,justbecauseshewashis

girlfrienddidn’tmeanshecouldgetofflightly.

.



THEGAME

#42

AttheColtons

JoshuamadeMaranglookathim asshewipedher

tears.Hereallyhopedsheheardhim,ofcoursehe

wantedsexbutshewasnotreadyandhehatedthe

factthathersocalledfriendswerestartingto

corrupthisyoungone.

Joshua:Baby?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Iloveyou..

Sheblushedandplacedherheadbackonhistorso.

Hechuckledholdinghersmallframe,hehatedwhat

thatauntofhersdidtoher,hewasgladthatthe

therapywasworkingforher.Hewantedhertofully

healfrom beingsodomizedbythatman,whoeverhe



is.

Joshua:Youshouldgetreadyforbreakfast,you’re

donewiththetears?

Shesmiledandnodded.

Joshua:Good.Takeabath,you’llfindusinthedining

room.

Marang:Okay...

Hefinallyletgoofhersmallframeandkissedher

forehead.HewalkedoutandSeeletsowalkedback

intheroom.

Seeletso:areyouokay?

Marang:Yes..

Seeletso:Ifyousayso,youknowyoucantalktome

aboutanything.

Marang:YesIknow.Letmegobath..

Seeletso:okay.



Marangwalkedoutandmadeherwaytothe

bathroom meanwhileJoshuablockedPhemelo’s

numberonhisphone.Kids!

Hethrewthephoneonthebedandheadedtohis

bathroom forashower.

Attown

PhemelosatdownasshetalkedtoRaine.

Phemelo:IwillcallyouguysassoonasI’m outofthe

house.

Raine:Marang’sboyfriendisfiine.

Phemelo:Tellmeaboutit,Iguessthat’swhysheisn’t

coming.Shemightgooutwithhim.

Raine:Mostprobably.Butmmaheisallinone,a

doctorandallthat.

Phemelo:Giiirrll!Ihavenoideahowshecaughthis

attention,heprobablyseesalotofhotwomen



everydayatwork.

Raine:Hedoes.Anywaythethemeisblack,wear

somethingblack.

Phemelo:Yessir!

Theycontinuedtalkingastheydrunktheir

milkshakes.AtextbeepedandPhemelolookedat

themessage.Shereaditoverandoveragain.

Raine:What?

Phemelo:Uhm Marangwantstotalkorsomething.

Raine:Callherandaskheraboutwhat..

Phemelo:Letmedothat.

Shecalledandthecallwentthrough.

Marang:Hello..

Phemelo:HeyRangzyouwantedtotalk..

Marang:Ye(laughing)Letgoofmetlherra..Phem

sorryforthat.



ShesaidassheremovedJoshua’shandsfrom her

waist.Shehadnoideawherehisparentshad

disappearedtobuttheywerealoneinthehouseand

shewaseatingicecream withhim inthelounge.

PhemelorolledhereyesasshewaitedforMarangto

continue.

Marang:Duetosomeunfortunatecircumstances,I

cannolongerbeyourbestfriend.

Phemelo:What?

Marang:I’m sorryPhem Phem okay?Ihopeyou

understand..

Rainegrabbedthephonefrom Phemeloand

answered.

Raine:Soyouthinkyouarenowbetterandfriends

withthesmartgirlyoudisposeofPhemelolikethat.

Joshualistenedwhileeatingicecream.

Marang:I’m sorryguys..Haveanicelifeandbye.



Shehungupandshethrewthephoneontheother

sideofthecouch.

Joshua:Thatwasn’thardwasit?

Marang:ItfeltcruelbutshelistenstoRaineso...

Joshua:Whatdoyouwanttowatch?

Marang:Anythingisfine.

Joshua:alrightsweetness..

Atthemall

RainelookedatPhemelowhowasshocked.Shehad

thoughttheywerefriendsandshejustsaidit’sover

likethat.

Raine:Girlsaretoxicyoh(clappingherhands)

Phemelo:WhatdidIdo?Idon’tunderstand.I’vebeen

treatingMaranglikeasister.

Raine:Forgetabouther,youdon’tneedthatpoor



orphananyway..

Phemelo:KeoreI’m shockedRaine.

Raine:LetmeordersomemoreiceCream foryouso

thatyoucancalm down.

Phemelo:Iguess...Ijoo..

Raine:Girlsneh!Sheissleepingwithanolderman

andshethinkssheisbetter.

Phemelo:Ijakg!!

.

.

.

*

*



THEGAME
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Attown

Phemelowasquietasshethoughtaboutit,Marang

allofaSaturdaydecidedtoendtheirfriendship.Was

shechoosingamanwhomightnotevenbetherein

futureoverafriendshipofmorethan3years?

Sheclappedherhandsagain.

Phemelo:Hayi,Istilldon’tunderstand.

Raine:Girlsaresnakes.

Phemelo:Clearly,Ineverexpectedthisfrom her.

Rainenoddedandtookoutherphonetocheckif

Joshuahadacceptedherfriendrequeston



Facebook.Hestillhadn’t.

Raine:Weshouldprobablygo.

Phemelo:ofcourse..

Theypickedtheirbagsandlefttheplace.

AttheColtons

Marangswitchedoffthetvandyawned.MrsThuso

knewwhereshewasbutwasprobablywaitingfor

hertomakeherwaytotheorphanage.Andshe

couldn’tstopthinkingaboutPhemelo.Shegave

wrongadvisebutwhatdidshedootherthanthat?

Joshuahandedherpopcornandsheplacedher

headonhisshoulders.

Marang:WhatdidyoumeanthatIgaveyournumber



tomyfriends?

Joshuahandedherhisphone.

Joshua:GotoWhatsApp.

Marangunlockedhisphoneandwenttowherehe

saidsheshouldgo.Sheopenedthegreenappand

heclickedonamessage,shereadthemessageand

shesawthathehadblockedthecontact.

Joshua:Shelooksfamiliarsweetness?AllI’m saying

ischoosepeoplewhoaregoodforyou.Peoplewho

won’tgiveyouwrongadvises.

Marang:Ididn’tknowshegotyournumber.I’m sorry

okay?

Joshua:I’m notangryatyou,wetalkedaboutthisin

themorningakere?

Shenodded.

Heheldherchinandbabykissedherlips.

Joshua:ThenwearegoodbesidesIcanneverbe



angryatyouforever,you’rejusttoosweetformeto

bethatangryoversomethingspeoplemadeyoudo.

Maranggrinned.

Marang:WhatdidyousayIwasagain?

Helaughed.

Joshua:Mysoul’sequalbabygirl.

Marang:Yourmissingpuzzlepiece.

HesmiledandFrenchkissedherasshewrappedher

armsaroundhisneck,asheplacedherinhislap.

Joshua:Iloveyoubaby.

Marang:Iloveyoutoo..

Hekeptonkissingherwithhishandsrubbingher

back.Inthemiddleofthekissthefrontdooropened

andMarangbrokethekiss.

Joshualookedatthedooranditwashisparents.

Shit!Babygirljustbowedherheadlowwithout

makingeyecontactwithanyoneashelickedhislips.



TheypassedbytheloungeandJoshuathoughtthey

weregoingtotheirroom whentheystopped.

MaJosh:Hellokids.

Thewaysheemphasizedthewordkids.

Marangcouldn’tevenbeartolookather,shewas

stillonhislapandshewantedtomovebutit

seemedasifherbodywasfrozeninplace.

Joshua:Hello..

MaJosh:HelloMarang.

Marang:Dumelang(lowvoice)

Herfacewasalreadyreddeningfrom the

embarrassment,sheknewtheyknewshewas

seeingJoshuabutbeingcaughtlikethisintheir

house.

RaJosh:Helloguys!



That’swhentheystartedmakingtheirwaytotheir

room andJoshuachuckled.

Joshua:Sorryforputtingyouinthatcompromising

position.Baby?

Shelookedathim andhepeckedherlips.

Joshua:Youshouldgobackbutyoudon’twanttogo

backdoyou?

Marang:MaybeIshouldtalktothem..

Joshua:Don’tstressaboutit,theywillforgetaboutit

inafewdaysorso..

Marang:Still..

Joshua:Iwanttokissyourightnowsoyoucanshut

up.

Marang:Yourparen-

Hislipsmethersandhebitherlowerlipwithasmile

beforehewhisperedaninchawayfrom herlips.She

felthiswarm breathandshewasevenbreathingthe

sameairashim.



Joshua:Shutupsweetness!

Heheldthebackofherneckandkissedherslowly,

takinghistimewithdevouringherlips.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelohadjusttakenashowerassherummaged

throughtheclothesinhercloset.Sheclappedher

hands.Marangreallyendedtheirfriendshipjustlike

that?Likethat?Shetriedtoknowwhatshedidbut

shewillaskheronMonday.Itcan’tbeoverlikethat

justoverasinglecallthatdidn’teventakemorethan

twominutes.

Sheworeablackshirtdressandsomekicks,

grabbedajacketincaseitbecomeschilly.Her

parentshadoutofthebluedecidedtogooutand

shewashomealonefortheweekend.Shedidn’t

eventhinkthehelpwouldbeaproblem soshe



wasn’tgoingtosneakinandout.Thiswasgoingto

befun.

Atextcameinfrom Theo.

Theo:Heybabe,whereareyou?

Phemelo:Athome,comepickmeup.

Theo:Surethingbabygirl.

Sheplacedherphonedownandpickedherbag,

checkedifshehadmoneyforacabincaseshewas

bored.Sheputherphoneinsideandwalkedtothe

lounge.Itwasalittleafter3pm soitwasn’tlate.

Helper:HelloPhemelo.

Phemelo:Hi,I’m goingtomovieswithfriends.I’llbe

backbeforemy7pm curfew.

Helper:okaymiss.Excuseme.

ShewalkedoutandTheocalledher.



Phemelo:Hello.

Theo:Directusthere.

Shegavehim thedirectionsandwaitedforhim to

arrive.Marangwasmissingoutreally.

Aftertenminutessheheardthehooterandshe

grabbedherstuffwalkingout.Sheshooedthedogs

awayasshepushedopenthegateandclosedit

aftersteppingout.

Thecarwasnice.

Shegotinthefrontseatandkissedhim asshesat

down.

Theo:Hey.

Phemelo:Heyandthankyouforpickingmeup,nice

carbytheway.

Theo:Thanks.



Atthebackwerejusttwoofhisfriendswhom she

greetedandsheandTheostartedtalking.Shewasa

hundredpercentsureRainewaslanding,shewill

dealwiththeMarangissueonMonday,checkherat

theorphanage.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtPhemelo’sparents

Thehousehelpermovedthecurtainsexpectingto

seePhemelowalkingthroughthegate.Shewaited

andsatdown.Shestoodupandcheckedagain.

TherewasnosignofPhemelo.

ShedialedPhemelo’sparents.

MaPhem:Hello.

Helper:Dumelang,Phemelolongleftsayingshewent

tothemoviesandhercurfewhaslongpassed.

MaPhem:Haveyoutriedherphone?

Helper:Notyet.

MaPhem:Letmetryit..thankyouforcalling.Bye.



Phemelo’smotherhungupandshelookedather

husbandatthehotel.Theywereheretowell,

celebrateprivatelyandshetoldhim whenthey

arrivedthatshewaspregnant.

MaPhem:GatwePhemeloisnotathome.

RaPhem:Trycallingherphone.

MaPhem fixedhergownasshesatdownandtried

dialingPhemelo’snumber.Itwasn’tgoingthroughat

all.

MaPhem:Gaetsene(itisn’tgoingthrough)

RaPhem:Weshouldprobablylookforher,whatif

somethinghappenedtoher?

MaPhem:Bathong,mypoorbaby..weshouldget

dressed.

RaPhem:Mhmm..

AttheColtons



Marangsmiledashetaughtherhowtoplaycardsin

hisroom.Theyweresittingonthecarpetasshe

kepthercardsclosetoherflatchest.

Joshua:Babyit’seasyright?

Marang:Iwillgetthere,it’smyfirsttimeplaying

cards.SeeletsolikestomakemeplayMonopoly

withherbecauseshealwayswins.

Joshua:Wecanplayitrightnow?

Marang:Ngng..

Sheplacedtwodiamonds.

Marang:Taketwo(laughing)Twocardsleft.

Joshua:Babe?Me?

Marang:taketwoJosh..

Joshua:Sweetness..

Marang:Iwasn’tcryingwhenyoumademetakefour.

Joshua:Babe..

Heplacedthecardsdownandtickledherasshefell



onherbacklaughing.

Marang:Stoop!(laughing)

Joshua:Gameover..

Marang:That’scheating,Iwon..

Hestoppedticklingherandshecaughtherbreath

whilelaughing.

Marang:Gagofair(that’snotfair)

Joshua:Iletyouwin,

Marang:itisn’tevenover(laughing)

Joshua:Youarebeautifulyouknowthat?

Marang:Thankyou.

Hislipsfoundhersandhisfingersfoundtheirway

insideherafrohair.Hewasanaddictandheknew

shewon’tbehereafteraweekandhewilldealwith

gettinghimselfoffforthenextyearandfewmonths.



Hebrokethekissandlickedherlips.Heshouldn’tbe

doingthistothechild.

Marangsmiled,hewasherejustforaweek.

Joshua:Doyouevergoshopping?

Marang:Ibuythingssometimes.

Thatremindedherthatsheneededtotalkto

Seeletsoaboutaccompanyinghertotheshopsto

buyhim somethingforhisbirthday.

Joshua:Butbeforeyour18thbirthdayIwanttoteach

youhowtodrive.

Marang:Won’tIruinyourcar,kethulapole?(hita

pole?)

Joshua:It’snotasifyouwillbealoneinthecar.

Marang:Still..

Shecheckedthetimeonhisphoneandshegotup,

sittingonherbuttasshepickedherphone.



Marang:It’sgettinglate.

Joshua:It’s8pm mam.

Marang:Iloveyou.

Shekissedhischeekandstoodupholdingher

phone.

Marang:I’lltextonceI’m safeintheroom.

Helaughedandstooduptoholdherwaist.

Joshua:ohemileMarang..

Marang:Night..

Helethergoandshewalkedout.Hewasgladshe

wasstillaninnocentanddidn’tevenseetheboner.

Heneededashower,hewasgoingtoneedslotsof

coldshowersthisweek.

Marangwalkedinsidetheroom andfoundSeeletso

onherlaptop.

Seeletso:Sherememberedme..



Marang:Ineverforgotyou.

Seeletso:duringthecourseofthedaydidyou

wonderwhereIwas?

Marang:Uh-

Seeletso:Iknewit.Sitdownandtellme.

Marang:what?

SeeletsopickedherphoneandshowedMarang

otherpeoplesstatusesonWhatsApp.

Seeletso:thehousepartyatDonga,gobusybusy..

Marang:theyaresmoking?AndisthatPhem?

Seeletso:Dihookahngwanaka,I’m waitingformore

updates.WhatdidPhemelotellyou?

Marang:sheinvitedmebutIdon’tgotoparties,

peopleterrifymeafterth-thattime.

Seeletso:DuringthecourseofthenightIwillupdate

you.

Marang:Yourbrother’sbirthdayiscomingupinafew

daysandIwantedyoutoaccompanymetothe

shops.



Seeletso:Okay!We’lltalkbudgetsandall.Labecha

boMarang..

Marang:Ijoo..

SeeletsosmiledasMarangstartedtextingonher

phoneandshesnappedpicturesofMarang.She

lookedsofocusedonhertask.

Shesentthem toherbrother.

Seeletso:Lookatyourwife lonaitlhelale

mpolayawaitse

ShewentbacktoFacebookwhenamessagefrom

herbrotherreported.

Marang’shusband:nakonngweketlagoshapa

♂

Seeletso: Sureabuti..

Marang:Seeletso?



Seeletso:hmm..

Marang:IsitokaythatIdon’tknowwhattodowhenI

finishschool?

Seeletso:totallyfine,youhavemorethanayearand

ahalftothinkaboutittota.

Marang:okay..

Intheparentsbedroom RaJoshlaidhisheadinhis

wife’slapasshebrushedhishair.

MaJosh:Soaftertheprizegivingyourpartnerswere

interested?

RaJosh:Inawardingherascholarshipinanyfieldof

Medicineifshedoeswanttopursuethatfield.So

evennextyearherperformancewillbemonitored.

MaJosh:leenesheissmart..Yoursonoikgodisetsa

mosadi.

RaJoshlaughed.

RaJosh:RememberImetyouyearsback.

MaJosh:Don’tremindme..mxm andmademecarry



threeofyourchildren.

RaJosh:andthefactthatshedoesdoublesciences

andisabletogetsuchgradesissurprising,it’slike

theyputherinthewrongclass..

MaJosh:Seeletsoalwayshelpsher..

RaJosh:andyoursoneneophuraphura

ngwana...insteadofhelpingher..

MaJoshualaughedasshelightlyslappedhischest.

MaJosh:Hewouldn’tcrossthatline,heknowswhy.

RaJosh:Heknowswhat’satstakeatthispointinhis

life,heisoldenough..

Shenodded.

MaJosh:shewassoembarrassedearliertoday,

RaJosh:andyoumadeitworsebyspecifically

greetingher.

Shelaughed.

MaJosh:Ihadto...



Theybothlaughedintheirroom.

Atthehouseparty

Raineexcusedherselfasshewenttothebathroom

halfdrunk.Phemelohaddecidedtosticktojuice

andwellsmokingusingthehookahwasnice.

Theokissedherlipswithalcoholtintedbreath.

Theo:Howisit?

Phemelo:It’sokay,nottoomuchandtherearen’ta

lotofpeople.

Theo:Ifyouwanttogohome,tellmesoIcantake

you.

Phemelo:You’redrunkbaby.

Theo:I’m stillfineandthankyouforcomingokay

love?



Hekissedheragainanddeepenedthekissbeforehe

brokeitandwalkedawaytogotalktotheboys.

Sheswitchedturnedoffflightmodeandwaiteda

fewminutesbeforemessagesstartedreporting.

Callsfrom herparentsspecifically.Shewilllieher

wayoutifagain.Thenightwasstillyoung.

Rainecametositnexttoherandshewasslurring.

Phemelo:Robalawena.

Raine:he-yeahneh..

Phemelo:Babeee?

Theomadehiswaytoher.

Phemelo:IthinkIneedtogo.It’salmostnineand

bonamogoma(pointingatRaine)sheisdrunkand

out.



Theosearchedhimselfcheckingthecarkeys.

Theo:Surebaby?Idon’ttrustwanttomakeyougeta

cabthislate,whatiftheyrapeyouorsomething?

Phemelo:You’rerightbutyouarenotintheright

statetodrive.

Theocalledoveroneofhisfriends.

Theo:Heisn’tdrunk,hewillbedriving..

PhemelohuggedTheo.

Phemelo:Thankyou.

Thethreeofthem walkedtothecarandshegotin

thebackseatwithTheowhilehisfriendcaughtthe

carkeys.

Hegotinsideandstartedthecar.

MeanwhileatthebackPhemeloandTheostarted

talkingashecaressedherthigh.



Ontheroad,PhemeloandTheowereengrossedin

theirconversationthattheydidn’tnoticethatthe

drivercouldn’tseeclearly.Hehadforgottenthis

glassesbuttheyweretoofargobackandbesides

therewerenotmanycarsonthisroad.

Theo:whenarewearriving,mygirlneedstogetback

homesafe..

Him:Inafewman..

Hemissedafewcarsbyaninchashecontinued

driving,whathefailedtoseewasthathewasinthe

wronglaneandwasdrivingheadfirsttowardsa

truck,heheardthehootersandthecoupleatthe

backlookedathim withbeatinghearts.

Phemelo:what’shappening?

Him:The-

Atthatexactmomentthetruckcollidedwiththe

HondaFitcarasthepassengersscreamedandwhat

madeitworsewasthewaytheirbodiesflung



forwardastheyweren’twearingseatbelts.

Minuteslater,thesirennoisesstarted.

.

.

*

*

*
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Attheaccidentscene

Thepolicecarjoinedtheambulancethatwasthere

tryingtoassesthescene.Thetruckdriverwas

alreadyoutofhistruckashelookedatthesmashed

vehicle.hesworetheywereinthewronglaneandhe

hitthehooteracoupleoftimesasanindicationfor

thecartogetoutofthewaybutitdidn’t.

Theparamedicslookedatthesmashedcarand

therewasbloodflowingoutofthecarastheytried

toopenthedoorsofthecar.Thiswasbad.

Thepolicetookastatementfrom thetruckdriveras

theynoteddownthenumberplatesofbothcars



whiletheparamedicsstruggledtoopenthedoors.

Whentheyfinallydidtheyhauledthedriveroutof

thedriver’sseatgentlysoastonotworsenthe

injurieshehad.Theothershauledthetwo

passengersatthebackoutandtheyplacedthem by

theroadsideasthestretcherswerebrought.They

checkedtheirpulses,theywereeatandlookedlike

peoplewholostalotofblood.Theyneedtoget

them tothehospitalfastfast.

Thesilentobserversquietlytookpicturesandvideos

andpostedthem ontheirWhatsAppstatuses.

Thepeopleinthecarweresoyoungthatthey

wonderedwhattheywereevendoing.

AtPhemelo’sparents

MaPhem pacedbackandforth,theyhadnoidea

whereshewasandshewasn’tansweringherphone

ontopofthat.Hehusbandheldhershoulderswilling



hertocalm down.

MaPhem:I’m okay.

RaPhem:You’restressingthebaby,we’llfind

Phemelookay?

MaPhem:WhydoIfeellikesomethingbad

happenedtoher?(Tearsinhereyes)

RaPhem:Nonegativethoughts..lookatme.

Shedidandhehuggedher.

RaPhem:We’llfindheranditwillbealrightokay?

MaPhem:Okay.

Shesatdownandbithernailstryingnottoletthe

fearovercomeher.Phemelowasfineandtheywere

goingtofindher,theyhadcalledthepoliceinsearch

forherandtheyweregoingtofindher.Theyhadto

bepositive.RaPhem’sphonerangandshelookedat

him asheanswered.

RaPhem:Mosekihere...



Helistenedoverthephoneandwilledhisfeaturesto

giveawaynothingashetookthepolice’sstatement.

RaPhem:We’llbethereinhalfanhour.Thankyou.

MaPhem stoodupandwalkedovertohim.

MaPhem:What’shappening?

RaPhem:weneedtogothehospital.

MaPhem:ohGod!

RaPhem heldhiswifemaybeheshouldleavethere

andgotothehospital.Thepolicewerenotevensure

ifitwasPhemelobuttheysaidshefitthe

descriptiontheygavesohehadtocheckand

enquiremoreaboutwhathappened.

RaPhem:Maybeyoucanstayand-

MaPhem:No,Iwanttogo..

Hesighed.

RaPhem:okay.Let’sgo.



AttheColtons

Seeletso’smouthwentagapeasshesawthe

multiplescreenshottedstatusesonWhatsApp.

Marangwasstillawakelisteningtomusic.

SeeletsoremovedoneheadsetandmadeMarang

lookather.

Seeletso:Bona..

Marang:Anaccident,whydidtheytakepictures?

Seeletso:BatswanaLikebroadcastingnewsthat

doesnotevenaffectthem,socialmediabutthat

asidelook.

Marangcloselylookedatthepictureandshe

squintedhereyesconfusedastowhoshewas

seeing.

Marang:that’sn-itcan’tberight?Modimo!

Seeletso:Nothingisconfirmed.

MarangdialedPhemelobutherphonewas



unavailableatthemoment.Herheartracedbutshe

willedherselftocalm down.Phemeloisokayright?

Yeahshetoldherselfthatoverandoveragain.

Shegotoffthebed.

Marang:I’llbebackokay?

Seeletso:okayanddon’tworryaboutit,we’llhear

tomorrowmorning.

Marang:yeah.

Shewalkedoutofthebedroom inhernightdressand

madeherwaytoJoshua’sbedroom.Sheknockedon

thedoorbuttherewasnoreply.Sheknockedbefore

sheopenedthedoorandhewasn’tinthebedroom.

Marang:Joshua?

Joshuaheardhersoftvoicefrom thebathroom as

heheldhispulsingd*ckinhishands.Shecalledout

hisnameagainandthatwaswhatheneededto



finallycome,hegruntedclosinghiseyesashe

reachedrelease.Thiswasbetterthannothing.

Hebreathedoutashelookedathisd*ckwaitingfor

ittogosoftbutitwasstillhard.Wasitbecausehe

knewshewasinhisroom?

Heclearedhisthroat.

Joshua:Comingbaby!

Marang:okay...

Shesatonthebedswingingherlegsbackandforth.

Sheheardtheshowergoonandsheplacedher

phonedown.HerminddriftedtoherauntLebo.Even

tothisdayshedidn’tknowwhyshedidwhatshedid

toher.Shestoppedherselffrom thinkingtoomuch

aboutitwhenJoshuawalkedoutdressedupinhis

clothes.

Joshua:Heywhatareyoudoinghere?Youarethe

onewhosaiditwaslate.

Marang:Ijustwantedtotalk.



Hesatnexttoheronthebedashisd*cktwitched.

Fuck!

Atthehospital

Phemelo’sparentsarrivedandtheywereledto

Phemelo’sroom toidentifyher.MaPhem broke

downseeingheronlydaughterlyingcoldonthe

hospitalbed.

MaPhem:Isshegoingtobeokay?

Doctor:Issheyourchild?

RaPhem:Yes,wereportedhermissingbutitwasn’t

yetacasebuttheytoldusshewashere.

Doctor:Okay.Weareawaitingbloodfrom theblood

bankatthemoment,shelostalotofbloodand

mosttestswillbecarriedouttomorrow.

RaPhem:Canwetakehertoaprivatehospital?

Doctor:Inaweekorsoshecanbemoved.

RaPhem:okay.



Theywalkedoutoftheroom ashehuggedhiswife.

Tearsrolleddownhereyes,shedidn’twanttolose

herdaughter.

RaPhem:Itwillbeokay,trustme.

Shenoddedwhilesobbingagainsthischest.

AttheColtons

JoshualistenedasMarangtalked,itwascomforting

knowingthatshefullytrustedhim tojustwantto

talk.

Marang:andI’m worriedaboutPhemelo.

Joshua:Marang!

Marang:Seeletsoshowedmepicturesofanaccident

sceneanditlookedlikeher,ifitishercanyoutake

metothehospitaltoseeher?



Joshua:Marang!

Marang:prettyplease,thisonefavor.

Joshua:okay.

Maranghuggedhim.

Marang:Thankyousomuch.

Joshua:Thisonce.

Marang:Thisonce..

Sheletgoofhim andkissedhischeek.Hesmiledat

herinnocentfaceasshewalkedout,shecamejust

totalk.Marangwassomethingelse.

.

.

*

*

*
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Thefollowingmorning

AttheColtons

Seeletsowasupfirstasshecheckedsocialmedia.

ShewassurenowthatitwasPhemelo,Marangwill

besoupsetoverthefactthatherbestfriendhad

beeninacaccident.Shewassnoringsoftly.Wasit

fatethatJoshlovedher,evenbeforeherskin

clearedfrom thepimples,onecouldseehewas

smittenoverthelittlegirl.Herinnocencewas

attractiveonit’sownthough.

Shegotoutofbedandwalkedoutoftheroom

makingherwaytothebathroom.



Marangwokeupaloneandshemovedherhandto

theothersideofthebed,Seeletsowasn’tthere.

Shestretchedhersmallbodyandyawnedcovering

hermouth.Sheshouldgetupandtakeabaththen

askSeeletsowhatwasup.Shegotoutofbedand

stretchedherbodyonceagain,Seeletso’sbedwas

socomfortable.

Thedooropenedandshewalkedin.

Seeletso:Morning.

Marang:Morning...

Seeletso:mom didn’tmakebreakfastsoitmeans

everyoneisontheirown.

Marang:It’sokay,it’saSunday.

Seeletso:Mhmm anditwasPhemelowhowas

involvedintheaccident.

Marang:Thankyou,letmegotakeabath.



Shewalkedoutandheadedtothebathroom.

Atthehospital

Phemelo’sparentssatbythebenches,RaPhem had

toconvincehiswifethatsheneededtogohometo

rest.

Heheldherhandasshelaidherheadonhis

shoulder.Healsowantedtheirdaughtertobefine

andthepolicewerejustwaitingforoneofthe,to

regainconsciousnesssothattheycanhavetheir

sideofthestory.Theywerealsocurioustoknow

whatexactlyhappened.

AtRaine’shouse

Rainefinallywokeupasthesunlighthitherclosed



eyes,forcingherbackintoreality.Shecamearound

fouram inthemorningandshewassureher

parentshadn’tseenher.Sheyawnedthenrubbed

herheadafter.Shehadonemassiveheadacheand

shewassureshewasgoingtosleepinthewholeof

today.

Shedidn’trememberseeingPhemelowhensheleft

inthemorningbutshewastoodrunkandoutofitto

noticeanythingthough.

Shepickedherphonefrom thestandanddialed

Phemelo’snumber.Itwasunavailable.Sheyawned.

Shewasstillsleepyasfuck!

ShewenttoherWhatsAppandwentthroughthe

statuses,shefrowneddeeplyaspeopleshared

picturesofanaccidentsceneandtheindividuals

involvedlookedoddlyfamiliar.Herheartstarted

racingasshesatuprightandzoomedintothe

pictures.Agaspescapedherlips.ItwasPhemelo,



Theoandthisotherguyfrom theparty.

Raine:OhGod!Yoh!Yoh!

Shedidn’tknowifshewasokayandall...shewas

legitfreakingoutrightnowknowingthattherewas

nothingshecoulddo.Whycouldn’tshestayallnight

atleast,noneofthiscouldn’thavehappenedatall.

Thiswasbad,realbadandifthepoliceareinvolved

theywillknowaboutthepartyandtheywillbe

questioned.Thiswassobad.

AttheColtons

Joshuawalkedoutofhisbedroom makinghisway

tothekitchen.Hefoundthegirlsmakingbreakfast

andSaranotbeingusefulasalways,hescoopedthe

toddlerinhisarmsandshetouchedhisfacethen

lookedatMarangandSeeletso.

Seeletso:Youcanleavewithher.

JoshuawalkedtowardsMarangandpeckedherlips.



Joshua:morningsweetness.

Seeletso:I’m intheroom andyouareholdingthe

baby,whatiswrongwithyou?

Joshua:Calm down..babehowwasyoursleep?

Seeletsoplacedtheknifedownandwalkedout.

Seeletso:Yohyoh!

Joshualaughedandleanedoverforaslowerkiss

thistime.

Joshua:Hmm..

Marang:Itwasgood,thankyouforasking.

JoshuaputSaradownandheplacedbothhishands

againstthekitchencounter,keepingMarangthere.

Marang:Iwasmakingbreakfastwithyoursister...

Joshualaughed.

Joshua:Iknowbabe..SoIshouldwaitforyouto

serveme?



Marang:Wearemakingitforeveryone.Bye!

Hestoleanotherkissandpickedthebabywalking

out.MinuteslaterSeeletsowalkedbackinside.

Seeletso:Let’scontinue,Idon’tevenwanttoknowa

thing..

Maranglaughed.

Marang:BathongSeeletso!

Seeletso:youtwoareannoying!

Marang:Let’scook.

AnhourlaterthegirlsservedbreakfastasJoshua’s

parentswalkedin.

MaJosh:Thankyougirls.

Seeletso:mamathiswashardwork,youneedtopay

me.

MaJosh:bagoloile(theybewitchedyou)

Seeletso:Iwasjustjoking!



Everyonesatdownastheyhadbreakfast.

Laterthatday

AfterMaranghadconvincedJoshuatotakeherto

Phemelo,theywalkedoutofthehouse.

Marang:Ijustwanttoknowifsheisokay.

Joshua:youareluckythatI’m adoctorandasked

around.

Marang:Thankyousomuch,willtheyallowus?

Joshua:atthispoint,theywon’t.Youaren’tfamily

babe.

Marang:It’sstillokaythough.Ijustwanttoknowif

shewillbefine.

Atthehospital



MarangwalkedinsidewithJoshuabyhersideand

shesawPhemelo’sparents.Shemadeherwayto

them.

Marang:Dumelang.

RaPhem:Maranghello..

Marang:Iheardwhathappened.

MaPhem wipedhertears.

MaPhem:Shehasn’twokenupandthedoctorsare

stillrunningtests.

Marang:Okay.

MaPhem:You’retheonlyfriendwhocametocheck

onher.

Marang:Ihadto.

MaPhemelolookedatMarang,shehadasweet

childishvoiceandinherhomeclothesshelooked

morelikeachild.Shewassweet.Toosweet.

MaPhem:We’lltellyouifthereisachange.



Marang:thankyoumam anditwillbeokay.Havea

niceday.

MarangwalkedawayandJoshuajoinedher.

Marang:Gatwesheisout,shewillbefine.Ihopeso.

Joshua:Youaretoosweet,youknowthat?

Marang:Ididn’tknow.

Joshua:Sweetgirlsdeserveicecream.

Marang:Iloveyouokay?

Joshua:okaypuzzlepiece.

Shelaughedwalkingbyhissideasshortasshewas.

.

.

*

*

AYEARAND3MONTHSLATER



THEGAME

#47

AtMaun

Atthehospital

Joshuaplacedhiscoatonthechairashewent

throughsomeofhisin-patientfiles.Thedoor

openedandoneofthenursesheworkedwith,

peekedin,herstraightweavegleaming.

Her:HeyDr,wearegoingoutforlunch.Wanttojoin

us?

Joshualookedathisfilesandather,shewalkedin

andsatononeofthechairs.

Her:Youneverjoinusforanything.

Joshua:Iam abusyman.



Her:Whonputshimselfonunnecessarynightshifts.

Joshuashrugged.Wellhehasbeendoingprettywell.

Wellnotwellintermsoftheexcesstestosterone

levelshehad.Hesworethatifhesawbabygirlright

now,hewouldtakeheronthisdeskwithoutacarein

theworld.

Thenursesawthathismindhadwanderedoffand

shesnappedhermanicuredfingers.

Her:Dr...hello...

Joshuasnappedoutofitandrubbedhishead.

Joshua:WellIcan’tjoinyouguysSame.

Same:Wellokay.Theofferstillstands.

Joshua:I’llthinkaboutit.

Shestoodupandwalkedout,healwayssmeltso

goodandshecouldn’tquitegetthenameofhis

cologne,itwasunique.Plushelookedlonelyever

sincehestartedworkinghere.Nomentionofa

girlfriendwhatsoeverbuthewashot.Sheneverletit

show.



Shesighedandwenttojointheothers,healwayshe

willthinkaboutitbutheneverdidandwhatmadeit

worsewasthattheywereneighborsandnotonce

andsheeverseenagirlwalkinhishouse.Notthat

hewasalwaysinhishouse,hewasworking

tirelesslyeverysingledayshewonderedwhenhe

wasgoingtocatchabreak.

InhisofficeJoshuawenttohisgalleryandhe

smiledlookingopeningthealbum thathadMarang’s

photos.Hewasmissinghersodamnmuch.He

didn’thavealotofoffdaysbecausehespentmost

ofthem duringtheIndependenceholidays,buying

himselfmoretimewithhisbaby.Hewasonlygoing

togotoFrancistowntwodaysbeforeChristmas

thoughandtherewasn’tenoughtimetospendwith

her.Hewashopingtospendthefirstweekof

JanuarybackinFrancistowntoobecausethatvery

weekwasher18thbirthdayandhewantedtomake

itspecialforherineveryway.



Heputhisphonedownandsighed.Obsessed?He

didn’tknowhowpossessivehewasgoingtobeover

heroncehehadatasteofthecake.Knowinghewas

goingtobefirstandthatshetrustedhim

wholeheartedly.Helikedthecologne,shenever

spentonherselfbutshewenttobuyhim acologne

andwatchforhisbirthday.Heshookhisheadashe

smelledhisshirtcollars,shedidn’tknowhesprayed

iteverydaywhenhecametowork.

AtFrancistown

SunshineOrphanage

Marangclosedhereyesinpain.Thisiswhatgirlsgo

throughwhentheydobraids.Thiswassopainful

andshecouldn’tevenmoveherhead.Oneofher

roommateslaughedshakingherhead.

Her:Youwillgetusedtoit.



Marang:Idon’tthinkso,ithurtsyohyoh...

Her:Marangonaledrama.

Marang:Eketenkascreamermma!Doyouhave

panado?IthinkI’m goingtohaveaheadachebutI

promisedtocheckonsomeone.

Her:Theysuityoutlhemma.Doyourhairmore.

Marang:Thankyouandwewillsee,willmyhatfit?

It’stoosunnyoutside..

Her:Lookattheforehead.

Marang:Thesunmmawena...Imaginesittingfor

morethanthreehoursonthechair,kekokonetswe..

Her:BathongMarang.

Marang:Toomuchmma.

Shegothersunhatandwalkedoutoftheroom,she

toldthecaregiverswhereshewasgoingasshesaid

hergoodbyes.



Shecaughtataxi.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Theintercom rangandthehelperwenttoopenthe

gate.

Marangwalkedinandgreetedthehelper,being

wearyofthedogs.Theystillscaredhertillthisday.

ShegotinthehouseandPhemelowasonthecarpet

withherbabybrother.Thechildwascuteandlooked

likePhemelobutinaboyishway.

Marang:Hello.

Phemelo:Hi,Iwasstartingtothinkyouwerenot

goingtomakeit.

Marang:IpromisedjustthatItooklongerthanI

anticipated.

Phemelo:Waitdidyoudoyourhair?



MarangremovedthesunhatandPhemelosmiled.

Marangwasblossomingbeautifully,shewasjusta

rayofsunshinelikehername.

Marang:areyoucomfortable?

Phemelo:Mhmm I’m fine...

Marangremovedhersandalsandsatonthecarpet

andcooedtothebaby.

Phemelo:I’m sorry..I-

Marang:justaslongasyouknowthatJoshuaisoff

limitswearecool.

Phemelo:Inolongerusethatphone,itgotdestroyed

intheaccidentso..I’m reallysorry.

Marang:Wearecool.We’vebeenokayforoverayear,

itwasjustalapseinjudgementright?

Phemelo:Yesandthankyouforbeingsokind

tlhemma.

Marang:kantegatwekeenemang,Thundereneyo



nengagontshamotseleng.

Phemelolaughedasshepushedherbraidsback.

Phemelo:RaineBathongMarang!

Marangshrugged.

Marang:whateverhernamewasIneverlikedher

moss..it’stoosunnyforawalkmaybelater..

Phemelo:I’m babysittingthisguy.

Marang:Heissuchacutie..heeyy(babyvoice)

Phemelo:thehairstylesuitsyou.

Marang:Thankyou.

HegiggledandMaranglaughedasthegirlstalked.

TwohourslaterMaranghelpedPhemelostandas

shehandedherthecrutches.

Phemelo:Thanks.Awalk?



Marang:Yesyes.Letmewearmyhat.

Phemelo:Letmegoweartheprostheticleg,I’llbe

back.

MarangnoddedasPhemelomadeherwaytothe

room.

Inthebedroom Phemelowipedawayhertears,this

wasalwaysareminderofwhathappened.Shewas

comingokaybutthentherewerecomplicationsand

theyhadtocutherleftlegoff.Peoplenevernoticed

becauseshealwaysworelongdressesandtrousers.

Shetouchedthesmoothskinofhercutlegandthat

broughtmoretearstohereyes.Rainehaddistanced

herselffrom herbecauseshewasn’tsocool

anymoreandRainestartedtalkingabouther.

That’swhensheknewthatthewordsofasister

camebackinwhisperstoprovethatshewasnot,

sheseemedlikeatwinfrom herdreamsinsteadshe



wasacrookwhowascaught.Shedidn’tcare,she

couldn’tbelievethatMarangwastheonewhowas

thereforherandalwaystreatedhernormallylike

shewasstillawholehumanbeing.

Shehaddisappointedherparentsbuttheyforgave

herandwerethereforhereverystepoftheway.She

worethelegandshewobbledtillshecaughther

balancethenwalkedtothewardrobeforhercap

thenwalkedoutwithaslightlimp.

Marangwaswatchingoverthenowsleepingbaby.

Phemelo:I’m done..

Marang:Alright..

Marangslippedherphoneoutofthepocketsofthe

dressshewaswearing,shewassoprettyandshe

justhatedherselffortreatingherlikeafoolwhen

Marangwasjustagenuineperson.



Theywalkedoutandwalkedontheothersideofthe

road.

AtLondon,Britain

Seeletsolookedathercalendar,shecouldgohome

andwhatiftheydidn’tspendChristmasathome?

Shedialedherbrother’snumber.

Joshua:Heyyou.

Seeletso:Idon’tfeellikegoinghometheseholidays.

Joshua:osimolotseakere?(youhavestarted)

Seeletso:No,listentome.Iwanttoconvincemom to

letthewholefamilygotoMaunfortheholidaysebile

thatwaywedon’tinconvenienceyou.

Joshuathoughtaboutitbutthenifthefamilyishere,

hewasstillgoingtogotoFrancistowntoseehisgirl.



Seeletso:prettypleaseplusthefreshairwilldothe

familysomegood,thoseboatdrivesandtoursall

around.

Joshua:Okay,thatmightactuallywork.

Seeletso:Thankyou..I’llbethereinaweek.

Joshua:Can’twaittoseeyousis..

Seeletso:samebroandgreetyourwifeforme.

Joshua:Seeletso!!

Seeletso:(laughing)bye!tellyourwifeIloveher.

Joshua:shutup!

Hehungupandshelaughedclosingherbooksand

thenlayingonthebed.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Twentyminuteslatertheywalkedinsidetheyard.

Phemelo:Ididn’tknowIneededthatwalk.



Marang:same.

ShecheckedherwatchandhuggedPhemelo.

Marang:Ihavetogo.Ihavechorestodo.

Phemelo:Okay.Thankyouforvisiting.

Marang:Anytimeokay?Anytime.

ShewalkedtothegateandwavedatPhemelowho

wavedbackwithasmile.

Maranggotoutandthegateclosed.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtSunshineOrphanage

Marangremovedhersandalsandheldthehatinher

handsasshewenttoplacethem inthebedroom.

Sheworeherflipflopsandheadedtothekitchen.

Shestartedwiththedishesandthenthepotsbefore

shecleanedthestove.Shecleanedthefridgeand

wenttothedeepfreezertocleanit.Okayshegave

herselfthesechoresandshewashopingtheywould

grantherthisonefavor.Itwasjustonefavor.

Herphoneranginherpocketnosheusedthe

kitchenclothtowipeherhands.Shelookedatthe

callerI’dandimmediatelyanswered.

Marang:Dumelang



MaJosh:Hello,apparentlyyoupassedby.

Marang:Eemma,negotweyouweren’tfeelingwell..

MaJosh:Thankyouforpassingby,howareyou?

Marang:Iam good.I’llwalkovertheretomorrow.Is

thatokay?

MaJoshlaughedsoftly.

MaJosh:Letmeguess,youarealwaysdoinghouse

chores.

Marang:Eemma.IhavenothingtodotillFebruary

whentheresultsareout.

MaJosh:nervous?

Marang:very,I’m justhopingthatIdidwellma.

MaJosh:Youaresmart,thereisnothingtoworry

about.

Marang:Iguessso.Iam doingthedishes,canIcall

againlater?

MaJosh:No,it’sokay.Bye!

Marang:Bye..



Shehungupandplacedthephonebackinher

pocketasshecontinueddoingherselfassigned

tasks.ShehopedMrsThusoagrees.Shewas

crossingfingersandsheknewSeeletsowon’tmind

wouldshe?Ifshetoldalittlelieabouther.Justa

littlelie.

Marangtookoutthepotstogetstartedwithsupper

forallthekidshere.Shewasreallytryingandithad

beenalonghourofintensecleaning.

Oncethepotswereonthestove,shetiredlywentto

sitdownonthecouchinthesittingroom.She

heavedasighoftirednessandtookoutherphone.

SheusedFaceTimeasshewaitedforJoshto

answerhisphone.Heansweredaftersomeminutes.

Joshua:Heyswee-fuck!

Shegiggled.

Marang:Hey..



Joshua:Idon’tthinkI’llconcentrateatworknow

whenmybabyislookingallkindsoffine.

Marang:Savelivesmr.

Joshualookeddownandhesawthetentinhis

pants.HelookedbackatthecameraandMarang

hadasmallfrown.

Marang:Areyouokay?

Joshua:Yessweetness,I’m okay.

Marang:Tellmeaboutyourday..

Joshualovedthatshewasalwayswillingtolisten

aboutwhatencompassedhisdayandsheeven

threwcommentsin,ifshewasn’tthebestthenhe

didn’tknowwhatwas.

Marang:Willhebeokay?Thepatient?

Joshua:Wearehopingso.

Marang:Shems!

Joshua:CanIcallyoulatermylovewhenI’m at

home?

Marang:Okay.Iloveyou.



Joshua:Photos,sendmephotos.

Maranglaughed.

Marang:OkayDrColton.Iloveyouokay?

Joshua:Iloveyoumorebaby...

Shehungupandwenttocheckthepots.Didshe

takepictures?Shedidn’tthinkshedidbuthewanted

picturesofher.Shesmiledassheopenedthepantry

andgotouttherice.

Twohourslaterofslavingawayonthestove,she

dishedupforeachandeveryone.Thecaregivers

thankedherandshenoddedastheycomplimented

herforthecleankitchenandall.Shedidallofthis

foreveryone.

Marang:Letmegotakeashower,I’llbeback.

Shewalkedbacktotheroom andsnappedafew



picturesbeforeshegotridofherclothesand

wrappedherbodyinatowel.Shetriedtyingherhair

butitwastoopainful,hedidn’tknowwholongitwas

goingtobelikethis.Shehadnoclue.Honestly.

AtMaun

Joshuaknockedoffworkandhewalkedtothe

parkinglottohiscar.Heneededtorestandjustcall

Marang.Wasitshowingthathegenuinelylovedher,

hehopedsoandhisprayerwasthatshedoesn’t

change.Hedidn’twanthertochangeatallbecause

shewasperfectthewayshewasbutthenagainshe

wasgrowingupandshehadvarsity.Shenevertold

him whichcourseshewantedtopursuebutthenhe

wasgoingtofindout.

Hegotinsidethecarandhedialedhernumber,he

wasobsessedwithherandhedidn’tknowifitwasa

goodthingorabadthing.



Thecallwasended.Itlookedlikeshehungup.

AtSunshineOrphanage

MrsThusowashereforherroutinechecksandshe

wassurprisedatthelevelofcleanlinessinthe

kitchenandthefoodwasnice,

MrsThuso:whomadethefood?

Caregiver:Maranggaveherselfallthiswork,she

evencleanedthekitchen.

MrsThuso:Ohwow!

Marangsmiledasshewalkedaway.Sheplacedher

phoneaway,shewillcallhim later.

Minuteslatershewalkedtothesittingroom andshe

foundMrsThusoalone.

Marang:Dumelang!



MrsThuso:Maranghello.

Marang:Iwantedtotalkaboutsomething.

Shesatnexttoherandshetwiddledherthumbs,

Seeletsowillforgiveherforthissmallnyanalie.

Marang:Seeletsoisbackandunfortunatelyshesaid

sheisatMaunfortheholidaysandIwantedtosee

her,Ihaven’tseenhereversinceshewenttoLondon.

MrsThusoraisedhereyebrowsuspiciously.

MrsThuso:Youwillbegoingtovarsitynextyearand

youarealmostanadult,thereareafewthingsyou

needtoknow.

Marang:Ma?

MrsThuso:Inwhateveryoudo,useprotectionand

contraceptivesandknowthatyouhaveaneducation

toconsider.Achildwouldbesuchaninconvenience

atthisage.Youhavealottolivefor.

Marang:IjustwantedtocheckonSeeletsoma..



MrsThuso:IknowhowteenagemindsworkMarang

I’m notstupid.

Marangpretendedtobeshocked.

MrsThuso:Marangyoudon’tthinkIknowyouare

seeingJoshua?

Marang’smouthslackened.

Marang:Ma?

MrsThusolaughed.

MrsThuso:Youcan’toutsmartmeMarang,weknow

thesethings.

Marang:YoucancallSeeletsoandask.

MrsThuso:Youcango,whendid“Seeletso”sayyou

shouldcomecheckher?Iwanttomakesureyouare

safeandIhavethelocationdetails.

Marang:Monday...

MrsThuso:That’stwodays.

Marang:Eemma...Ihaven’tseenherformorethan

fivemonthsandsheisalwaysbusy.



MrsThuso:Sendmethedetails,ketlagopega

bus(I’llmakesure,yougetinsidethebus)

Marang:Thankyousomuch.Iwillgivethem

tomorrow.Thankyou.

ShehuggedMrsThusoandwalkedtothebedroom.

Whenshegottheresheliterallyscreamed.

Herroommatehitherwiththepillowandshe

laughed.

Marang:Whereismyphone?

ShefoundherphoneanddialedSeeletso.

Seeletso:Hithere.

Marang:HellohowisLondon?

Seeletso:thisplaceisfun,reallymma.I’veseenthe

touristsiteKeoreharsh,Iwantyoutocomeseethis

foryourselfandnowmmait’ssnowing...

Marang:Aawman..LookIliedaboutsomething.If

MrsThusoasksyouifyouarelandingMauntellher



yesandthatyouarealreadythere.

Seeletsolaughed.Shestoppedlaughingandlaughed

again.

Seeletso:Youaregoingtoseewho?Mybrother?

Banyana!

Marang:Don’tlaughtlhemma.

Seeletso:Ehemma.Iwilldowhatyousay,youowe

me.

Marang:Okay.Uhm wheredoesheliveagain?

Seeletso:Iwillsendthedetails.Letrickybanyanala

itse.

Marang:Thankyou...seeyouwhenyoucome

here..bye.

Seeletso:bye(laughing)

ShehungandMarangdialedJoshua’snumber.

Heansweredandshelaidonherback.

Marang:SorryIdroppedyourcallIwaswithMrs



Thuso.

Joshua:It’sokaybabe...

TheytalkedforoverthirtyminuteswhenJoshua

paused.

Joshua:thereisaknockonmydoor.

Marang:Gogetit,maybeit’simportant.

Joshuaplacedthephoneagainsthisshoulderand

earashewalkedtothedoor.

Joshua:Youweresayingbabe?

Marang:I’m stillnotsureaboutwhattostudytota...

Joshuaopenedthedoor.

Joshua:BabeI’llhelpyouwithresearchandwe’ll

lookatallcourseavailableakeregosharpo?

Samegavehim asmileassheheldtheTupperware

dishinherhands.



Marang:Okayit’sfine,we’llgothroughallofthem..

Joshua:I’llyoubackinafewminutesokay

sweetness?

Marang:okay.Odirevideocall..

Joshualaughed.

Joshua:Mxm!YougivemesleeplessnightsIwon’t

beabletosleepafterseeingyourprettyface.

Marang:I’llvideocallthen.

Joshua:otlaswaba!

Marang:bye.

Shehungupandheheldthephoneinhishand.

Joshua:HeySame.

Same:Hi,Imadealotoffoodtodayanddecidedto

bringyousome.

Joshua:That’skindofyou,youdidn’thaveto.

Same:Iwantedto.Tsaya..

.
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AtMaun

Joshua’shouse

Joshuatooktheplateandthankedherbeforehe

closedthedoor.Whatwasitwithwomenandgiving

him food?

Hemadehiswaytothekitchenwhereheopenedthe

binandspilledthefoodinside.

Samestoodbythedoor.Hejustclosedthedooron

herfaceanddidn’tevenblink.Hehadagirlfriendtoo?

Sheshrugged.Besideshedidn’tknowhowshefeels



abouthim,feelingsdodieright?

Joshuawashedthelunchboxandplaceditonthe

countertop.

Hewalkedtothebedroom inhissweatpantsand

vest.Hedialedhisbabygirlwhoanswered

immediately.

Marang:I’m hangingup,FaceTimeJoshua.

Joshua:BathongMarang.

Marang:Iloveyoumorebaby.

Joshua:You’reannoying..

Marang:I’llFaceTimeinafewminutesokay?

Shehungupandhelaughed.Marangwas

somethingelseandsheopeneduptohim atall

times.Shecalledbackagainandheanswered,

seeingherprettysmile.



AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemeloslowlyclimbedthebedandstaredupat

theceiling.Therewasasoftdoorknockandshe

softlytoldthepersontocomein.

HermothersatbyhersideofthebedandPhemelo

smiledsadly.

Phemelo:Heymom.

MaPhem:Areyouokay?

Phemelo:I’m fine,IwaswithMarangearlier.

MaPhem:SoIheard(smiling)butareyouokay?

Phemeloheldbacktears.

Phemelo:EvenafterayearIhaven’tgottenusedto

nothavingmyotherleg,Idon’tfeelconfident

enoughtowearanythingshortorevengoswimming.

Itisaconstantreminderofmyrecklessness.



MaPhem heldherhandandrubbedit.

MaPhem:Phemelowithtimeyouneedtoforgive

yourself,ithappenedandaspainfulasitwasyou

shouldbegratefulthatyouarestillalive.

Phemelosighedsadlyusingherotherhandtowipe

hertears.

MaPhem:wedon’tmakeyoufeelindifferent,youare

stillthePhemeloweknowandlove,youarestillthat

smartchildofours.Babyforgiveyourself..

Phemelo:It’shard,knowingthatyouwereokaythe

daybeforeandthenextdayyouhaveanewreality,

onethatmakesyoufeelexcluded.

MaPhem:youaretheoneexcludingyourselfbaby,

thereisnothingwrongwithyou..

Sheknewhermotherwasjusttryingtomakeher

feelbetteraboutherselfbuttherewaseverything

wrongwithher.

MaPhem:Restokayandweloveyou..



Hermotherkissedhercheekandwalkedout.

Phemelopressedhersmartphoneandlookedatthe

onlycontactsshehad.Justlessthantenanditwas

peaceful,theywouldn’tjudgeherforherbad

decisionsthoughshejudgedherselfsoharshlyit

wassad.

ShewenttoFacebookandsmiledsadly.Thelast

timesheuploadedapicturewasmorethanayear

ago,sherarelypostsandsheneverrespondedto

dms.ShejusthopedthatTheohadanicelife,she

wastheonlyonewithaseriousinjurywhilethe

otherswalkedoutwithbrokenbonesthatheal

overtime.AndallthatRainehadexposedwhenshe

startedtotalkabouthermadeitimpossibleforher

totalktoTheoagain.Shehadthislifereminderof

thatoneparticularwhereeverythingwentwrong.

Thetearswettedherpillowandshesniffed.Allshe

hadwasregretsandregretswhichwouldnotchange

hercurrentsituation.



AtSunshineOrphanage

Marang:Mondayareyoubusy?

Joshua:Iwanttorest..dishiftditlampolaya(these

shiftswillkillme)

Marang:Pleasedon’tdieonusandtakeiteasy.

Hechuckled.

Joshuayawned.

Joshua:I’m exhausted,goodnight.

Marang:Goodnight.

Shehungupandheyawnedagainputtinghisphone

aside,closinghiseyes.

MeanwhileMarangputthephoneunderherbedand

turnedtofacethewall,sobasicallyshewasgoingto

seehim.Shecouldn’twait.Sheclosedhereyeswith

asmallsmilegracingherlips.



Thefollowingmorning

Shewasupearlyandreadytopack.Justsoshe

didn’tforgetanythingandsheshouldgoseehis

mothersinceshedidn’tseeheryesterday.

Shewalkedtowardrobetotieherpickoftheclothes

sheisgoingtoneed.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelolaidinbed,thatfeelingofworthlessness

strongerthaneverandshedidn’tevenhavethe

energytogetout.Herbedroom dooropenedandher

fatherwalkedinsidethebedroom.Shejustturnedon

hersideandsighed.

RaPhem:morning..

Phemelo:Morning..



RaPhem:Getup,wehavesomewheretobe.

Phemelo:DoIreallyhavetogo?

Henoddedandshereluctantlygotoutofbedwith

hishelpashehandedherthecrutches.

RaPhem:I’llbewaitingforyouinthelounge.

Shenoddedandherfatherwalkedout.

MeanwhileintheloungeMaPhem lookedathim as

hemadehiswaytoher.

MaPhem:Ihavefeelingsheisstartingtoget

depressed.Thisoutingwillbegoodforherright?

RaPhem:Ihopeso,lifehappensandwhatweshould

doismovefrom whateverthathappened.

MaPhem:sheisnolongerthesame..

Sherubbedherarms,theydon’trememberthelast

timeshegenuinelysmiledandnowthatschools

wereclosedshehadnothingtodothantowallowin

hermisfortunesandthepast.



Attownlaterthatmorning

Phemelo’sfatherheldPhemelo’shandastheydid

theirshopping.Wellshewasdoingshoppingthough

shewasforcedtogooutsideandinteractwiththe

outsideworld.

RaPhem:Youknowthepintothecardright?

Phemelo’sheartskippedseveralbeats.

Phemelo:You’releavingmealone?

RaPhem:I’m goingtogetfoodprincess..

Phemelo:Icangowithyouandwe’llgototheshop

afterthefood.

RaPhem:Atsomepointyouaregoingtohavetolet

goofthefear.

Shedidn’twanttobejudgedorgetlooksfrom



strangerspassingby,itwaslessscariertoface

them whenshewaswithhedadthanwhenshewas

alone.Thatwaswhysheavoidedgoingoutinpublic,

shetrendedsomuchonsocialmediaandpeople

rarelyforgetshit.

RaPhem:I’llbewaitingbythedoorthen,enterthe

store.

Phemelo:Wecangointogetherorgohome..

Herfathersighedandwalkedinsidethestore

holdingherhand.

Phemelo:thankyou.

Shewasliterallyclingingontohim astheywalkedby

therailsandallshepickedwerethelongdresses

andloosepants.

StillinthatshopshesawTheoandpretendednotto

seehim asherfathershooedhertofittheclothes

beforehepaidforthem.Shereluctantlyletgoofhis

handandshemadeherwaytothefittingroom.



Theosawherfatheronhisphoneassoonas

Phemelohadleftandhewalkedintothefittingroom.

Theo:Phemelo!!

Shefrozewhileshewaszippingupthepants.She

heldherbreathhopinghewouldgoaway.

Theo:Phemelo,canwetalk?Please!

Shecoveredhermouthandwaited.

Theo:Please!JustthisonceandIwon’tbotheryou

again.

Shecautiouslyopenedthedoorandhewalkedtothe

opendoor,steppingin.

Theo:Hi..

Phemelo:Whatdoyouwant?

Theo:PhemeloI’m sorry..

Phemelo:youalreadyapologizedatthehospital.



Herubbedhishandstogethertakingherin,that

radiantglowsheusedtohavewasnolongerthere

andthesparkthatwasalwaysinhereyeshaddulled

down.Theaccidentdidthat,thatonenightthey

changedthecourseofherlifeandhecarriedthat

guiltwhereverhewent.Heswallowed.

Theo:Iknowmyapologieswon’tchangeanything

butI’m sorry.Iswearthatwasn’tsupposedto

happen.

Phemeloheldbacktears,shewastryingtohealand

seeinghim wasareminderofhowstupidshehad

been.

Phemelo:okay(bitingherlip)Iforgiveyou,it’sokay.

Don’ttalktomeagainokay?Seeingyouisa

reminderofhowmisguidedIwas..

Theolookeddownashervoicecracked.

Phemelo:ofhowIwasalsoapawninallyourgames.

TherewasabetplacedonmeTheo!



Hehadnothingtosay.

Phemelo:Rainespurteditoutoncethefriendship

ended.Toseeifhewillsleepwiththegirltonight

Theo:Phem Ididn’tbecauseitwaswrong.

Phemelo:IwassuchamoronandIhatethatIhadto

losealegtoseethatwhileeveryoneisokay.

Theo:Phem-

Phemelo:Don’ttellmeyouwouldtakemyplace

becauseyouwouldnotright?AsyoungasIam Iwas

crazyaboutyou...

Theo:Istillloveyou.

Phemelo:Classic.Noonewouldwantadisabled

personbecauseeverythingisaboutcloutandwho

looksgoodandwhodoesn’t.

Theo:Phemelo!

Sheshookherheadassheusedherhandstowipe

hertears.

Phemelo:Iam notafool,thisisnolongeragame.I



should’vehaveknownthissocalledlovewasa

game.Getout!

Helookedatherasshestruggledtoholdbackher

tears.Hewantedtowipehertearsawaybuthewas

thecausetoo.

Phemelo:GetoutbeforeIscream andsecurity

throwsyouout!

Hesteppedoutandsheclosedthedoor.

Phemelosatdownwipinghertears.EvenRainewas

playinggameswithherright?Shewastooblindto

seeitbutshedidn’tneedthem nowanditwasgame

over.Nolongerapawnintheirchessgame.

.

.

.

*



THEGAME

#50

Attown

Theosatdownonanearbybench.Hemessedup

yesandtheaccidentwasjustthat,anaccident.He

didn’tknowforhowlonghewassupposedtosay

sorry,shesaidsheforgavehim butshewastoo

angryandupset.Theaccidentchangedeverything

andwhatshedidgetknowwasthathedidn’twalk

outScottfreefrom theaccident,shelostalegand

hehadlesschancesofbearingachildeverdueto

thosespinalcordinjurieswhichhadrenderedhim

wheelchairboundformonthsbutnooneknewthat

right?EvenPhem.Justbecausehedidhis

physiotherapyandsessionstogetstronger,he

seemednormal.



HecheckedhisFacebookknowingverywellhewas

blocked,hereallywantedtotalktoher.Shewasstill

angryandheunderstoodwhereshewascoming

from,hereallydid.Hewillfindawayheguessed.He

wasjustherefortheholidaysbeforegoingbackto

schoolinJanuary.

MeanwhilePhemeloheldtheshoppingbagwithone

handwhiletheotherheldontoherfather’shand.

RaPhem:Areyouokay?Youseem downafterfitting

theclothes..

Phemelo:I’m okaydad,wecangobuyfood.

Theywalkedtotheparkinglotwhileherfather

thoughtshewasupsetthattheclotheswon’tlook

goodonherbecauseofherleg.

RaPhem:Ithinkyoushoulddotherapy.

Phemelo:I’m okay,Ididitaftertheaccident.

RaPhem:again.



Phemelo:I’m okay,thetherapistdoesn’tunderstand

theysaywhattheyaretaughttosay.

RaPhem:Phemelo..

Phemelo:It’sokaydad,really.

Sheletgoofherfather’shandasheunlockedthe

carandopenedtheboot,sheputhershoppingbags

insideanditwasclosed.

Shewalkedtothepassengerseatandopenedthe

door.Shegotinandbuckledup,rigidonthecarseat.

Itwasweirdhowbeinginacar,evenwhenitwasher

parentscaralwaysbroughtbackmemoriesandthat

suddenfearthatcouldsuddenlymakeherpoint

blankandcauseliteraltearstofalldownhercheeks.

RaPhem:it’sokay,youaresafe.Thisisstillthesame

carwecamewith.

Shenoddedandplacedherhandsonherlaplooking

athernails.



RaPhem:doyouwanttodoyournails?

Phemelo:I’m good.Wecangetfoodandgohome.

HenoddedandstartedthecarasPhemeloclosed

hereyesanddidthesilentchantshealwaysdid

whenshewasinamotorvehicle.

AtSunshineOrphanage

Marangwentthroughthesuitcaseshehad.She

packedeverythingsheneededandinthatsame

suitcaseshestashedthemoneyshehadbeen

savingupinthesuitcaseandshepushedherbraids

backwithasmallsmile.

ShetookherphoneanddialedPhemelo.

Phemelo:Hello..

Marang:HeyPhem.Howareyou?



Phemelo:I’m goodandyou?

Marang:well...

Marangsatdownastheytalkedforoveranhour

thenshesmiled.

Marang:Sureyou’reokaythough?Yousounddown.

Phemelo:It’snothing.

Marang:I’llbegoneforsometimesoIwon’tbeable

tovisit.

Phemelo:Travelmerciesloveandbesafewherever

youaregoing.Besafepleaseplease.

Marang:Iwill.Byelove.

Phemelo:Byee!

ShehungupandMarangsmiledasshetexted

Joshua,shestillhadtovisitMaJoshuaanditwas

stilltoearlytotalktoSeeletso.Shewasbusywith

schoolandshedidn’twanttodisturbher.Shewill

callJoshualateron.



AtMaun

Joshua’shouse

Joshuaplacedhisbagdownashestretchedhis

body.Todaywasashorterdaybecauseitwasa

Sundayandhewasgratefulforthebreakandrest.

Hewasgoingtothoroughlyresttomorrow,play

somerelaxingmusicandjustrest.Babygirlbeing

aroundwoulddefinitelybeabonus,hecould

imaginehersmallhandsmassaginghisbackandhe

softlaughechoingintheroom,laughingatwhathe

issayingandgoingquiet,concentratingonhergiven

taskwithherbrowsfurrowedandthosetinylipsbit

down.

Butthenhehasneverletitgofurthermorethana

kiss,shewasstillyoungforthisandheknewifshe

couldtouchaninchofhisskinhewouldbeoverher



inamatterofminutes.

Hehadtheurgetoevencallher.Hefacepalmedas

helockedthedoorandheadedtothebedroom.

Patiencewasjustavirtue,onehereallyfeltthese

pastyearandmonths.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#51

Thefollowingday

AtMaun

Thebusfinallyarrivedafewminutesafter2pm and

MarangcalledMrsThuso.

MrsThuso:Hello

Marang:hello,Ijustarrived.

MrsThuso:getSeeletsotocomepickyouup.

Marang:Eemma.

MrsThuso:Thentellmewhenyou’vearrivedsafely

atthehouse.

Marang:Eemma..



Shesteppedoutofthebusandwaitedforher

luggage.Shegotthesuitcasewhilesheheldanother

smallbaginherhands.MrsThusohungupandshe

sighed.Joshuahadnoideashewouldbecoming

hereandSeeletsolastnightsaidthatsheshould

lookforacabandgivethem theaddress.Seeletso

wentontosayMarangshouldtakeapictureofthe

platenumberforsecurityreasons.

Shedraggedhersuitcaseandlookedforacabbut

didn’tfindone.ShecontemplatedcallingJoshuabut

thiswasasurprisebutshedidn’treallytrustanyone

here.Shesuckedinadeepbreathandfoundataxi.

Italreadyhadpeopleinsidesoshetoldherselfover

andoverthatshewassafe.

Marang:Dumelang..

Thetaxiwomanlookedathersmallinnocentface.

Taxiwoman:Hi..

Marangtookoutthepapershehadscribbleddown



hisaddressandgaveittoher.

Marang:I’m goingthere.

Taxiwoman:Oh.Ihaveaclientgoingtheretoo.Let

mehelpyouwithyourbagotsene.

Marang:Thankyou.

Shesatatthebackandplacedherhandsandphone

onherlap.SheforgottotellPhemeloshearrived

safelyjusttoputhermindatease.Shetextedboth

PhemeloandSeeletsotellingthem shearrived

safely.

Thewomanoccupyingthefrontseatturnedtolook

atMarang.

Her:AreyounewinMaun?

Marang:Eemma..

Her:okay..



Marangplacedherphonedownasthetaxiwoman

gotinsidethecarandstartedthecar.

Taxiwoman:Youknowthehousenumber?

Marangcheckedherphone.

Marang:Eemma.Youcandropmeatthelocation.

Thewomanstarteddriving,carefullyexitingthebus

rankandjoiningtheroad.

AtPhemelo’sparents

PhemelorespondedtoMarang’stextandplacedher

phonedownasherlittlebrotherattemptedtotakeit

from her.

Phemelo:Wedon’tdothat(littlesmile)

ThebabyspokehisgibberishasPhemeloplayed

withhim.Shewasgoingtowaitforhim tosleep.



Phemelo:Hungry?

Sheshouldmakehim somethingtoeat.Yep!

AtMaun

Thetaxistoppedrightwherethedoctorandnurse

housesstarted.

Marangpaidthewomanassheandthewomanwho

wassittinginfrontsteppedout.

Marang:Thankyou.

Shegotherluggageandstarteddraggingitacross

thesand.Itwassohotandsheregrettednot

wearinghersunhat.

Her:Whereareyougoingspecifically?

Marang:I’m lookingforahousearoundhere,I’m sure

I’llfindit.



Marangtookoutherphoneandthewomanjust

lookedather.Thisgirlwastinyandshecameto

Maunalone.

Her:aren’tyoutooyoungtobetravelingalone?Or

youareheretovisitarelative?

Marang:Notreally.

Shecommittedthehousenumbertomemory.He

saidhewillbeoffright?

Shestartedtodragherbagalongthestraightdusty

pathlookingatthehousesonherleftandright.Plus

shewillbeabletospothiscartoo.Theladywhoin

actualfactwasSamewalkedbehindherholdingher

plasticbags.SheshouldgetherTupperwareandif

Joshuawantsshecaninvitehim overfordinner.The

littlegirlturnedandSamefrownedasshewalked

towardsJoshua’shouse.

Same:You’resureyouarelookingforthishouse?

Shesaidassheopenedhergate.



Maranglookedatthecar.Thatwashisalright.

Marang:Yep.Pleasuremeetingyou.

Marangopenedthegateanddraggedherbaginside

beforeclosingit.Samewasconfusedatthispoint.

MaranginnocentlywalkedtothefrontdoorasSame

slowlymadethewaytohers.

Marangplacedherphoneinthebackpocketofher

jeanthenrubbedherhands.Shetolddeepbreaths.

Shecouldhearmusicplayinginthebackground.He

washome.Hewasdefinitelyhome.

SheknockedonthedoorwhileSamewatched.She

wasn’tsureshewasfollowing.

MeanwhileinthehouseJoshuacameoverhishand

ashegrunted.Hejustneededtopictureherandher



softvoiceandhandsthenhewasundone.Heheard

adoorknockthatwaspersistentashell.Hepulled

uphispantsandwashedhishandsbeforewiping

them thenwalkedtothedoor,halfnakedwithhis

upperbodyexposedandthosesweatpantshanging

lowonhiswaistexposingthebrandlabelofthe

CalvinKleinbriefshehadon.Theknockingstopped

beforeitcontinuedsecondslater.

Marangwaitedanxiouslyatthedoor,hoping

Seeletsogottherightaddresstooandthatshe

wasn’tlost.Imaginebeinglostinaplaceyoudon’t

know.Thatwouldbehell.Sheheardthedoorknob

turnandthedooropened.

Joshua’sjawslackenedasherubbedhiseyes.He

wasdreamingandheneededtowakeup.That’snot

Marangisit?HisbabygirlwasinFrancistownand

thiswasn’ther.

Marangsmiledsweetlyathim.Itwashardtobelieve

thatshetraveledallthewayfrom Francistownto



Mauntoseehim.

Marang:Hi..(softly)

Joshuawasrenderedspeechlessandhejust

openedhisarmsforher.Shejumpedontohim,her

jeancladlegswrappingaroundhisbaretorsoand

herhandsonhisback.

Joshua:Fuck!Sweetnesshey..

Marang:hi.Again.(giggling)

Samejustwalkedintoherhouseandclosedher

door.

Joshuaheldhersmallbodyinhisarmsandlooked

ather.Theireyeslockingandshelookeddownwith

blushcreepingonhercheeks.Hecouldn’tquite

believeitthathewasholdingher.

Joshua:Youd-damn!

Marang:Surprise!

Hechuckledandbreathedsoftlyagainstherneck



beforekissingherneck.

Joshua:Surpriseindeed..when?How?

Marang:Today...

Hekissedherneckagainandshegiggled.Heput

herdownandtippedherheadupwards.Babygirl

washere?Intheflesh.

Marang:Letmegetmybagan-

Joshua:Igotit.

Hesteppedoutandpulledthesuitcaseinsidethe

housebeforeclosingthedoor.Withhisotherhand

hepulledhertohim andheldherwaist.

Marang:Ididn’tknowyouhadabacktattoo.

Joshua:Youneverasked...

Heletgoofthebagandpickedherupasshehalf

screamedandhalflaughed.

Marang:Josh!



Joshua:Istillcan’tbelieveyou’rehere...

Marang:Iam..putmedown(laughing)

Joshua:WhywouldI?

Marang:Idon’tknow...

Hersoftlaughechoedintheroom andhisheart

settleddownasheputherdownonceagain.As

soonasherfeethitthefloor,shewasattackedwith

akissandhejustpickedherleg,hookingitagainst

hisbeforehemadeherwrapherlegaroundhim.He

walkedtothecouchandsatdown,enjoyingthe

sweetkiss.Hersofthandsrubbedhisbackandhe

wasn’tsurethatwithherwithhim inthehouseall

alone,howlongwashegoingtocontrolhimself.

Marang’shandsmovedhishischestastheymoved

upanddownhissix-pack.Hebrokethekissandshe

breathedsoftlyagainsthislips,herlipswetandpink

from hiskiss.Hereyesflutteredopenandhekissed

heragain.Shewelcomedthekissopenlyashis



handsslidunderhert-shirtandheheldherwaist,

feelingherskinagainsthishands.

Hersmallhandswrappedaroundhisneckandhe

usedonehandtopullherclosertohim andheldher

smallbuttwiththeother,hiswarmthleavingher

waist.Hebrokethekissastheybothbreathed

againsteachother.

Joshua:WelcometoMaun.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#52

AtMaun

Joshua’shouse

Heshowedheraroundthetwobedroom houseas

shesilentlywalkedbehindhim.Histattoowas

fascinating.Joshuaturnedtolookather.

Joshua:Areyoulisteningbabe?

Marang:uhm yes.

Joshua:WhatwasIsaying?

Shekeptquietandhesighed.

Joshua:Forgetaboutthat,doyouwanttorestor?IfI

knewyouwerecoming,Iwould’vepreparedthe

otherbedroom foryou.



Marang:theotherbedroom?(slowly)

Joshua:Yes..

Marang:okay.

Theywalkedbacktotheloungewhereshegother

bag.

Marang:whereshouldIputit?

Joshua:Fornowputitinmyroom..

Hewillwait,aslongasheisnottempted.Justtwo

moreweekstilsheis18.

Marang:I’m spendingChristmasheremme.

Joshua:Waitwhat?(surprised)

Marangfrowned.

Marang:Youdon’twantmehere,Icanstillgoback.

Joshua:no!No!Ididn’tmeanitlikethat.Inever

expectedit.

Marang:It’snotaproblem andifit’stoomuchIcan



goback.

Joshua:Youcanneverbetoomuch,doesthatmean

youarealsospendingNewYear’sdaywithme?

Marang:Yes.

Joshua:ThenIcantakeyououtonatour?

Marangsmiled.

Marang:Iwouldlovethat,isitthesamelikethe

touristmagazinesIreadatthelibraryatschool?

Joshua:Evenbetter.Youcanplaceyourbaginmy

bedroom andgetcomfortable.

Marang:Thankyou.

Joshua:thenwewilltalk.

Marang:am Iintrouble?

Joshua:Notatall.

Marangpulledhersuitcasetohisbedroom.

Marang:ShouldIpackmyclothesorleavethem in

thesuitcase?

Joshua:Packthem.



Shelaidthesuitcaseflatonthecarpetandunzipped

it,placingherclothesontopofthebed.Everything

waswhitehere.Shehopedandprayedshewon’t

makeanythingdirty,herbeddingattheorphanage

wasn’twhitebutitwasadarkcolourhencedirtwas

hardtodetect.

ShestartedpackingwhilehummingandJoshuasat

onthecouchnotexactlybelievinghisluck.She

cameallthewaytoMauntoseehim?Hehonestly

neverthoughtshewouldcomehere.

Hegrabbedtheremoteandswitchedonthetv.

30minuteslaterJoshuasawMarangwalkingwitha

toweltothebathroom.Heclosedhiseyes.Thiswas

temptationpersonified.Heheardtheshowerrunning

andknowinghecoulddonothing,hehadnochoice

buttoimagineherundertheshower,withthelather



alloverherbackandthewaterhittingherskin,

makingitgleam andhim justthereinthemiddleof

thewaterwithher.Thiswasgoingtobesomelong

assholidayforsure.

Hemassagedhisbonerthenswitchedthechannels.

Bythetimeshewasout,therewasnotvplayingand

hestartedtopresshisphone.

Marangwalkedsatnexttohim minuteslaterinher

usuallongdresses.

Joshua:Babe?

Marang:hmm..(placingherheadonhisshoulder)

Joshua:Whyareyoualwaysinlongdresses?

Shesighed.

Marang:Idon’twanttofeelexposed.Otherthanyou,

thefamilyandthechildrenatthehomeattimesI

feellikemenmightbeouttogetme..likewh-what

happenedyearsago.WearinglongdressesmeansI

don’texposemyself,jeansarejustdifficulttoget



outofhenceIhaveapairortwo.

Joshua:Whydidn’tyoutalktome.

Marang:Ididn’tthinkwhatIwearmatters.

Joshua:aslongasyouarecomfortable.

Marang:morethan..

Sheheldhishandandsighed.

Joshua:doyoustillgetflashbacks?

Marang:It’ssomethingI’llnevercompletelyforget,I

justdon’twanttothinkaboutit.Iwanttobehappy.

YoumakemehappyandI’vebeenhappy.Getting

goodgrades,I’m safeandsurroundedbypeople

whocareforme.

Joshua:Andsex?

Marang:I’veneverreallyputmuchthoughtintoever

sincethattimeyouscoldedme.

Joshua:butisitsomethingyouwouldbescaredof?

Intimacy?

Marang:Idon’tthinksogiventhatI’m completely

comfortablewithyou.Youwouldn’thurtme.Youare



askingonyourownbehalfaren’tyou?

Joshua:Uh...

Marang:It’sokay.Iguess,youdohavetherightto

ask...

Joshua:Whyareyousosweet?

Marang:Idon’tknow(laughing)

Joshua:ButIwon’trushyou..

Shekissedhislipsslowlywithhersofthandsonhis

cheeks.

Marang:Thankyou.

sheletgoofhisfaceandsmiled.

Marang:Ididn’teatonmywayhere,what’sforlunch?

Joshua:Ihaven’tcooked.Youcancook?

Marang:Showmewherethefoodisthen..

Joshua:Youweren’tlisteningearlierwereyou?

Marang:Idon’trememberseeingwhereyourfoodis.

Showme.

Joshua:Fine..



Shestoodupandwalkedtothekitchenwithhim

followingcloselybehind.Heshowedherwhere

everythingwasandthefood.

Marang:cupboardeketediemptymme(the

cupboardsseem empty)

Joshua:Ilivealoneandnormallyeatout..

Marang:ohokay.Tomorrowyou’regoingtowork?

Joshua:yessweetnessbutnextweekI’llbeallyours

andI’llbeyourguidearoundhere.

Marang:Thatwouldbenice..food?

Joshua:Wecandogroceryshoppinglateronor

maybeafterIshower.

Marang:I’veneverdonegroceryshoppingbefore.

Joshualaughed.

Joshua:I’m goingtotakeashower,justnotedown

everythingyouthinkisneededinthekitchen.



Marang:Okay..

HekissedhercheekandwalkedoutleavingMarang

there.Herstomachgrowledandshesighedwalking

out.Shesatonthecouchbutshewasn’tholdingher

phone.Shepickedhisupandunlockedit.She

headedstraighttothemusicappandleanedback.

AtSame’splace

SamecontemplatedgoingtogetherTupperware

backorjustsittingdown.Hermindcouldn’tprocess

thefactthatthegirlwhowasinthetaxiwithherwas

Joshua’sgirlfriend.Shesawthem hugandthat

didn’tlooklikeaninnocenthug.Shefinallymadeup

hermindandstoodup.Shemightaswellgoaskfor

itback.

Sheclosedherdoorandwalked.



Marangwashummingtooneofherfavoritesongs

onhisphonewhensheheardadoorknock.She

pausedthemusicandlistened.Itwasdefinitelya

doorknock.

ShewenttothedoorandopeneditsinceJoshua

wasstillintheshower.Marangsmiledseeingthe

ladyfrom earlier.

Marang:Hello.

Same:Hi,isJoshuahere?

Marang:Yesh-

Same:CanItalktohim?

Marangignoredthefactthatsheinterruptedher

sentence.

Marang:Heisinth-

Same:CanItalktohim?



Marangsighedpushingherbraidsback.

Shemovedfrom thedoor.

Marang:tsena...

Samewalkedinsideandsatonthecouch.Marang

walkedbarefoottothebathroom andknocked

beforesheopenedthedooralittlebitandherhead

wastheonlythingvisibleasshestaredathis

backside.Sheclosedhereyesnow.

Joshua:andthen?

Marang:awomanwantstosee,sheisinthesitting

room.

Joshua:Whyareyoueyesclosed?

Marang:Invasionofprivacy..

Hechuckledasshesteppedoutoftheshowerand

wrappedatowelaroundhistorso,hisdickshowing

againstthecotttonofthetowel.

Hepulledherinsidethebathroom andclosedthe

doorasMaranggiggled.

Marang:Youhaveaguest..



Joshua:Welljustakiss..

Hesaidasheloweredhisheaddownandcaughther

lips.Sheclosedhereyes,handsonhiswetneckand

Joshua’shandsmovedtohersmallbutt,rubbingit

upanddownashekissedher.Shewastheoneto

breakthekiss.

Marang:I’llbeinthelounge.

Shepeckedhislipsandopenedthedoorwalkingout

andJoshuafollowed.Hestoppedinhistracks,what

wasSamedoinghere?

MarangsatdownonthecouchwhileJoshuaheaded

tothebedroom.

Samequietlyobservedandshewantedto

interrogatethekid.Wasn’tshetooyoungtobeat

men’shousesatthisage.

Same:Howoldareyou?



Marang:19.

Shesaidwithoutbattinganeyelash.

Same:oh.

MarangpressedJoshua’sphonewhilewaitingfor

him.Heonlycameminuteslaterinfreshclothes.

Joshua:Hi,howcanIhelp?

Same:IcamefortheTupperware.Wasthefood

delicious?

JoshualookedatMarangwhowasbusyonhis

phone.

Joshua:Itreallywas.

Same:Wellifyouwantdinner,youarefreetocome

overatmyplaceforfood.

Joshua:sure.



Hewalkedtothekitchenandlookedforthe

Tupperware.Whenhefoundithewalkedbacktothe

loungeandhandedittoSame.

Same:Thankyou.Ihavetogetgoing.

Joshua:Thankyouonceagain,

Same:pleasure,justtalktomeifyouneedanything.

Henoddedandshestoodup.

Same:bye(directedatMarang)

Marang:Byebye..

Shesaidwithabriefsmilebeforeherheaddropped

andshestaredatthephonescreenonceagain.

Samewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Joshua

lookedatMarangexpectinghertosayanything,

something...

Marang:wearegoingtobuyfoodnow?

.



THEGAME

#53

AtJoshua’shouse

Marang:Letmegowearmyshoesthenwecando

thegroceryshopping..

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom.Shedidn’t

evenaskanything.Hefollowedhertothebedroom

ashewatchedherwearherhersandals.Shetiedher

hairandturnedtogrinathim.

Marang:I’m okay?Ilookfineakere?

Joshua:Yes.

Marang:Youlookbothered.What’swrong?

Joshua:justsurprised,that’sall.

Marang:Bywhat?



Joshua:youdidn’taskanything.

Marangshrugged.

Marang:shewantedherlunchboxshegotit,isthere

somethingwrongwiththat?

Joshua:Notatall.I-I-(pausingtotakeadeepbreath)I

didn’teatthefoodmme,Ithrewitaway.

Marangfrowned.

Marang:that’snotgood,shemadefoodforyou

though,I’m lostnow.

Joshua:You’renotangrythatanotherwomanmade

foodforme?

Marang:WhywouldIbemadunlessit’smorethan

food?Isit?

Joshua:No..

Marang:thenit’sokay,Iguessthoughshekept

interruptingmysentences..

Joshua:Ithoughtyouwouldsulk..

Marang:overfoodleskaftin?Ae.Youtaughtmehow

totrustyouandIdo,justlikehowyoutrustme..



Joshua:Idon’tdeserveyoudoI?

Marang:Youdo,manyouhavebeentherefor

me(laughing)andSeelets-

Shepaused.

Marang:Forgetit..

Joshua:sayit..(walkingtowardsher)

Marang:Saywhat?

Joshua:whatyouwereabouttosay..

Hehelpedheruponherfeet.

Joshua:ButIcanpromiseyou,thatwastheonetime

shegavemefoodandneveragainokay?

Marang:Bathongee!I’m notmadoranythingthough

butthankyou.

Joshua:thatsentencewhereyousaidIhavebeen

thereforyou..

Marang:Thankyou,sosomuch.Idon’tknowwhere

wouldIbeifwedidn’tmeetunderthoseunexpected



circumstances.

Joshua:Idon’tevenwanttothinkaboutit..justas

longasyouareokay.

Marang:Iam.Ireallyam.Iloveyou.

Joshua:YouhavenoideahowmuchIloveyou..

Marang:Okho!Iloveyou,Iloveyou,IloveyouDr

Colton.

Joshua:Let’sgo(peckingherlips)

Marang:wearyourshoes..

Joshualetgoofherandslidhisfeetintohisslides

andgothiswallet.

Joshua:Myphone?

Marang:lounge.

Joshua:list?

Marang:I’llknow.

Joshua:sure.

Marang:yeah..



Heheldherwaistfrom behindastheywalkedtothe

door.Marangsmiledandshewassurehedidn’tsee

hersmile.Wasitsafetosaythislovewastrueand

shewasdoneorwouldshestilltastetheheartache

andwarthatwasoftenassociatedwiththegameof

love?Shehadnoideabutthisoneshecouldsay

lovedidn’tmeetheratherbest,itmetherinher

mess.Joshuafelthersmallhandsonhisanda

secretsmilegracedhislips.Heguessedheknew

from thismomentinthatshewastheone.Hecould

saytheywereonesoulintwobodies.

AtLondon,Britain

Seeletsohungupandscreamedintothepillow.So

shewasgoingtoMaunfortheholidays,shehadto

startmakingtravelarrangementsandherparents

agreedtomakeitafamilyholidaysothatJoshua

doesn’ttravelallthewaytoFrancistown.



Sheassumedtheydidn’tknowMarangwasthere.

Seeletsoshookherhead.Allthatrunginherhead

whenMarangsaidshewasgoingtoMaunwasthat

shewasgoingtherefordick.Whotravels5+hours

forcuddles?Shewasn’tstupid.

Herroommatewalkedintotheroom andSeeletso

smiledatherSouthAfricanroommate.Shewasglad

shewasn’ttheonlyAfricaninschool.

Seeletso:I’m goinghomefortheholidays.

Her:That’snice.Youlivewhereagain?

Seeletso:thistimeI’m goingtoMaun..

Her:I’veheardaboutit.

Seeletso:it’sreallynice,letmeshowyoupictures.

Shewalkedtoherroommate’sbedandsatnextto

herasshescrolledthroughthephotos.

AtMaun



Atthestore

Thatlateafternoon,Joshuapushedthetrolleyas

Marangpickedstufffrom theshelf.

Marang:it’snottoomuchakere?(bitingherlip)

Joshua:Tsenyawhateverthatisneededsweetness.

Marang:okay.

Hepushedthetrolleycloselybehindherasshe

stoppedandlookedupbeforelookingathim.

Joshua:Whatdoyouwantfrom thetopshelf?

Marang:That..it’stoohigh.

Joshua:Youaretooshort.

Marang:Ijoo..

Heletgoofthetrolleyandstoodbehindherbefore

pickingheruptogetwhatshesaidshewanted.



Marang:Thankyou..

Shesaidafterheplacedherdownonherfeet.

Joshua:Westillneedmorethings?

Marang:Ithinkwearedone.

Shelookedatthefulltrolleyandwalkedbehind

Joshuaashewalkedtothetill.

Marang:Wait...I’llbeback..

Joshua:I’llbeinline.

Marangwalkedaroundthestoreandshefoundthe

sectionshepassedearlier.Shepickedtwopackets

ofpadsandwalkedtothetillwherehewasalready

paying.Sheplacedthepadsbythetillasthecashier

scannedthem.

Shewaitedpatientlytillallitemswerescannedand

Joshualookedather.



Joshua:Suresurethat’sall?

Marang:Eerra..

Hetookouthiscardasalltheitemswereputin

plasticsandloadedintothetrolley.Marangwaited

andwhenhewasdonepayinghepushedthetrolley

astheywalkedout.

Joshua:You’regoingtocook?

Marang:Ee,yourshelfisliterallyemptykana.

Joshua:Wefixedit.

Marang:Butstillyoushouldbuyfood..

Joshua:Andwhowillcookformewhenyou’renot

there?

Marang:youdoknowhowtocookright?

Joshua:Alittle..

Marang:Iyoo...

Joshuacheckedhispocketsforthecarkeysand



unlockedthecarbeforehestartedloadingthefood

intotheboot.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelolookedatthepillssheusedtotakewhile

shewasstillhealing,sheputthem away.Shewas

strongerthanthatbut....

Shesatonthecarpetandleanedagainstthebed

whiletearsstreameddownherface.Whatshe

wantedtodowasselfishanditwouldhurther

parents.

Hermothermostlyandshewillfeelthatshefailed

herwhenshedidn’t.Shewasjusttoorebelliousto

listen.Butitwouldsavethem theheartacheshe

mightcausethem infuture.Shesighed.



AtJoshua’shouse

JoshuastoodbehindMarang,wrappinghishands

aroundherwaistasshestirredthemeatinthepot.

Marang:I’m cookingtlherra..

Joshua:Itsmellsnice.

Marang:Anditwillbereadyifyoucouldatleasthelp

mewithanything,cutanonionorsomething.

Joshua:Bathongbabe..

Marang:Cuttheonionsebile..

Joshua:diahatlha(theymakeoneteary)

Marang:Kebatlagonemme(Iwantexactlythat)

Joshua:I’llgetcuttingthensweetness.

Marang:Thankyou...

Joshua:Ican’tbelieveIletyourearrangemykitchen.

Shemovedfrom thestoveandopenedthefridge,he

pausedwatchingherworkherwayroundthekitchen.



Marang:Youshouldbecuttingonions.

Joshua:onitmam(laughing)

Marang:Keorewatshega(youarelaughing)

Joshuajustwalkedtoherandpulledhertohim and

rubbedherchin.

Joshua:lookatyourshortselfbossingme

around..(laughing)

Marang:Bathong!

Helaughedkissingher..

Joshua:Iloveyou..

Marang:Iloveyoutoo..Uh..

Hepickedherupandplacedherontopofthe

counter.

Joshua:Didyouknowyouarejustheretotemptme?

Marang:Ididn’t..

Joshua:Youare(bitingherlowerlip)



Heplacedhishandsonherthighs,kissingherbefore

hewenttoherneck,suckingitwithherhands

rubbinghisbackupanddown.

Joshua:Ihavetobepatientrightbabe?

Marang:Uh..

Joshua:hmm?

Hiskisseswenttohershoulder,leavingtinykisses

therebeforehelookedupather.Hebithislip

lookingathertillsheopenedhereyesandhepecked

herlips.

Joshua:Ithinkthefoodneedsyourattentionnow.

Hehelpedheroffthecounterandshestirredthepot

beforesheexcusedherselfandmadeherwaytothe

bathroom.Shesatdownonthetoiletseatandpulled

downherpanties,whenhewascaressinghershe

feltatickledownthere,sheevenhadtheurgeto

crossherlegsandshewasn’tsureifitwasthe

novelssaiditwas.



Shelookedatherpantiesandtheywerewet,the

clearliquidlookedfresh.Shesighedandworeher

pantiesbeforewashingherhands.

.

.

*

*

*

AWEEKLATER
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AtMaun

AttheLodge

JoshualaughedatMarangwhostoodbytheedgeof

thepoolofthepool,

Joshua:Tsena!

Marang:Idon’twanttodrown.

Joshua:Whyweartheswim suitifyouwon’tswim?

Shelookedattheclearbluepoolagain,itseemed

deep.

Joshua:it’snotdeepbabe.You’restandingbythe

shallowend.



Marang:Ngng..

Seeletsowalkedoutwearinghersunhatinshades

withherweaveflowingdownherbackandholdinga

glassofwine.

Seeletso:Bathongtheseholidaysarenice.(withan

accent)

Joshua:Wehavedinnerlaterakere?

Seeletso:Yep,thefamilyChristmasdinner.They

wentsightviewingwhileIrelaxinthewaterorI

shouldsunbathefirst.Softlifemypeople..

Sheheldtheglasswalkingtotheloungechairs

wheresheplacedherglassbythetable.

Seeletso:Marangthewaterwon’tbiteyoumotho

wame..

Marang:Youraccent..

Seeletso:Ican’tliveintheUKformorethanayear

andremainthesame.I’llsunbathefirst.



Shelaiddownandcrossedherlegswithacontented

sigh.

JoshuawalkedbythepoolandheldMarang’swaist.

Joshua:I’llshowyoueebabe.

Marang:Idon’twanttodrown.

Joshua:I’llresuscitateyou..

Marang:Mxm..

Heletgoofherandsherubbedherhands.Joshua

pushedherintothewaterasshescreamed.

Marang:Iyoooaaahhh(screaming)

HegotinsidethewaterasMarang’sheadresurfaced

andsheusedherhandstotryandwipethewater

away.

Seeletso:Yourscream isnotsexyrayray..

Joshua:don’tmindher.



Marangbreathedinandout.

Marang:Whydidyoupushme?

Joshua:Youweren’tgoingtoswim,Igotyoubaby..

Heheldherwaist.

Joshua:moveyourlegs.

Marang:thewaterisheavy..

Joshua:Youarestiffbaby..relaxautwemylove?

Shenoddedasheshowedhowitisdone.

Joshua:Wearestillattheshallowend.

Onceshegotthehangofit,helethergo.

Joshua:Tryswimmingonyourown.

Shedidandhesmiled.Heswam towhereshewas

andheldherwaist.Hekissedherbrieflyandshe

grinned.



Marang:Thisisnownice.

Joshua:youdidn’twanttoafewminutesago..

Marang:Nowit’snice..

Shesplashedwateronhisfaceandhelaughed

splashingwateronherface.Seeletsowasjust

unbotheredwhilesunbathing.

AtPhemelo’sparents

MaPhem worriedlylookedatPhemelo’sdoor.She

hadbeenclosedoffforthepastweekandshebarely

atewiththem.

Sheknockedonthedoorafewtimes.

Phemelo:I’m okay.(lowvoice)

MaPhem:Youdidn’teatChristmaslunchwithus.

Phemelo:Iwilleatmama.

MaPhem:Openthedoorbaby..



Phemeloforcedherselftogetoutofbedandshe

grabbedthecrutchesthatwerenearthebed.

Shemadeherwaytothebedandunlockedher

bedroom door.

MaPhem touchedPhemelo’sface.

MaPhem:Phem it’sChristmastimeandtimetobe

happyandspendwithfamily.

Sheforcedasmile.

MaPhem:takeabathandwecanpreparedinner

together.

Phemelowantedtoarguebutshesighedandagreed.

Sheclosedthedoorandleanedagainstitholding

backtears.

MeanwhileoutsideTheolookedatthegateandhe

thoughtabouthisoptions.Mostprobablyher

parentsweregoingtogoingtohavehim forlunch



fortheconditiontheirdaughterwasin.Hesighed

andpressedtheintercom.Thegateslidopen.The

dogsrantothegateandeshooedthem away,trying

nottogetbitbythedogs.

Walkingtothedoor,herehearsedhisspeechover

andoveragain.Hefinallyknockedonthedoorand

MaPhemeloopenedthedoorwithababyonherhip.

Thesmiledissolvedonlytobereplacedbyastern

face.Heswallowed.

Theo:Dumelang!

MaPhem:Hello,whatdoyouwant?

Theo:Iwanttoapologizetoeveryoneincluding

Phemelo.

MaPhem:Isn’titenoughthatmychild’slifehasbeen

alteredinsuchawaythatcanbeundoneandyou

arehere.

Theorubbedhisneck.

Theo:Iam genuinelysorry.Ireallyam.



MaPhem:Okay.Iwillpassonthemessage.Havea

goodday.

SheclosedthedoorandTheosighed.Hismission

failed.Hewasgenuinelyapologeticbutnoonewill

everseethatwillthey?Hewalkedoutandthegate

closedassoonashesteppedout.Hewantedtosee

Phemeloandtalktohertoo.

InthehousePhemelosplashedhertearyeyeswith

waterwhileshewasinthebathtub.Simpletaskson

theirownwereastruggleandshedidn’twanttoget

outofbed.Shespentmostdaysinbedeithercrying

orlisteningtosaidmusicifnotthat,she

contemplatedsuicidetimeandtimeagain.Sheheld

ontothesideosthebathtubtotryandgetdownbut

sheslippedandfell,shebitherlowerlipholding

backtears.

Shetriedagainandfinallymanaged,pickingthe

crutchesthatwerenear.Shesatonthetoiletseat



nakedandcoveredherfacewithherhandscrying.

Atthelodge

JoshuacoveredMarangwiththetowelandjustthen,

Seeletsojumpedintothewater.

Joshua:Ashowertowashoffthechlorine.

Marang:Okay..

Sheworehersandalsastheywalkedtotheirroom.

Joshuadidn’tknowwhyhisparentsthoughtthey

wereintimate.Justbecausehewaslivingwithhis

babygirlforthepastweekdidn’tmeantheydid

sleeptogether.Hewaspatientbutthepastweek

withheraroundhispatiencewaswearingthin.

Heopenedthedoorandshewalkedinfirstbeforehe

closedthedoorandlockedit.



Marangusedthetoweltocoverherbraids.

Marang:I’m goingtotakeashowerokay?

Henoddedasshewalkedtothebathroom.Shegot

outofherswimsuitandgotinsidetheshower.She

openedtheshowerandletthewaterhitherskin.

Shesighedandclosedoffthewater.

Joshuasighed.Hewasapatientman.

Thedoorcreakedopenandshestuckherheadout.

Marang:Doyouwanttojoinme?

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthelodge

Marangwaitedforhisanswer.

Joshua:Sweetness,Iwon’tbeabletocontrolmyself

inthere..

Hestoodupandwalkedtothebathroom.Thankfully

shewasinatowelbutheknewshewasnaked

underneathit.Heswallowedandheldherchin.

Joshua:Iwoulddoanythingtohaveyouunderneath

mebelievemeIwouldbaby...

Marang:Ijustwantedustoshowertosavetime.

Joshua:waitwhat?(shocked)

Marang:Yes..



Joshuarubbedthebackofhishead.Sohewasthe

onewiththedirtythoughtswhilebabygirl’srequest

wasinnocent.

Marang:it’sokaybabe..

Joshuajustnoddedandwalkedout.Sheclosedthe

doorandherubbedhisjaw.Hereallyneededtoget

agripoverhimself.Heheardthewaterrunning.

Marangwalkedoutminuteslaterallwrappedina

fluffygownandhemadehiswaytothebathroom.

Sheplayedmusicfrom herphoneasshestartedto

applyherlotionafterremovingthegownbeforeshe

walkedtothewardrobeandpickedherpantiesand

thedress,hehadboughtforherforthedinner.She

likedthatitwaslongeventhoughithadaslitthat

endedalittlebitaboveherthigh.Sheturnedher

headtolookatthebathroom door.Shesighed

claspingherhandstogether.Eachandeverydayshe



couldnoticethathewaskindofholdingbackand

whathesaidwhenshewantedhim tojoinherinthe

showerprovedthat.Hewasreallygoingtowaittill

herbirthdayonthen3rdofJanuary??Thebathroom

dooropenedandhewalkedoutwithatowel

wrappedaroundhiswaist.Theysharedalookand

shelookeddown,shesatdownonthebedplacing

thepantiesanddressdown.

Joshuaswallowed,knowingverywellshewasnaked

infrontofhim.Shelookedathim again,feelingthe

sexualtensionthatwasintheroom.Hejusttooka

coldshowerbutnothing’schanged.Theydidn’tsay

anythingtoeachother,themusicplayedinthe

backgroundandMarangpulledupherpantiesand

stooduptowearthedress.Joshuaquietlywatched

herwhilelickinghislips.

Marang:UhI’m done..

Joshua:Comehere(deepvoice)

Hisvoicebouncedofthewallsasshewalkedtohim.



Joshua:Turnaround.

Shedidashetoldandshefelthiswarm handsstart

tounzipthedress,itwasnotfullyzippedbuthe

unzippedit.Thedressfelldownhershouldersandin

secondsitwasapoolofblackonherfeet.Heturned

heraroundandsoftlykissedherlips.Sheplacedher

smallsofthandsonhischest,lettingthekisstake

anotherturnonit’sown.

Joshua:Andyou’resittingtherebeinga

temptress(breathingagainstherneck)

Marangclosedhereyesfeelingthefamiliarpooling

betweenherlegsashesaidthisinhislowdeep

voice.

Joshua:Fuck!Babe....

Hekissedherlipsagainandpickedherupwalking

tothebedwithherinhisarms.Shewasn’t

protestingoranythingandhewasn’tgoingtofuck

herintooblivion.Intimacywasanotherimportant



thing.

Helaidherdownonthebedandsmiledhoveringon

topofher.Joshuahookedhisfingeragainstthe

elasticofherblackpantiesandpulledthem down

herlegs..

Hestillhadthattowelwrappedaroundhistorso

whenhiskisseswentlowerandlowerandherback

archedautomatically.Hekepthishandsonher

midriffandasoftsighescapedhertinylips.

Joshua:babe?

Heaskedlookingupather.

Joshua:Doyoutrustme?

Marang:withmylife(softly)

Hekissedhertummyandusedhisotherhandto

openherlegsandhechuckled,seeingthemoisture

glisteninghersex.Shewaswetforhim already?



Joshua:You’venevertouchedyourselfbefore?

Sheshookherheadlookingathim withthose

beautifuleyesofhers.Heheldherhandguidingitto

herapex.Shefeltthewetnessandlookedathim.

Joshua:That’syoubeingturnedonbywhatIdoand

yourbodyreleasingthosejuices...

Heheldherhandandsuckedonherfingerslicking

offthejuicesfrom them andshemoanedwantingto

closeherlegs.

Joshua:Youlikethat?

Shenodded.Hesuckedononefingerandclosely

observedher.Thiswassocute.

Joshua:Afterthis,Iwantyoutotouchyourselffor

me..I’llshowyou..

Shewatchedhim diphisheadlowbetweenherlegs

andsoonafterfeltthesensationthatcamewithhis

tonguelickingherladyparts.

Marang:aaah(softly)



Joshua’sheldherkneesinplaceashelickedher

wetness.Inthatsweetkidlikeofvoiceshemoaned

andhiserectionstrainedagainsthistowel.Notyet.

HistonguedartedinsidehersmallslitandMarang

gasped,herbackarchingagainstthebed.Shedidn’t

knowwhattodowithherhandsandshegrabbedthe

sheets.Hermoansgotlouderasshebuckledher

kneesbutheheldhersteady.

AtthedoorSeeletsowasjustabouttoknockasking

forsomethingwhensheheardthemoans.

Seeletso:Ohshit!

Shequicklywalkedaway.Notherbrotherdoingthe

nastywithhisgirlfriendwhowasalsoherfriendand

futuresister-in-law.She’llpretendshedidn’thear

anything.

AsJoshuaateheroutherhandstouchedhishead,



thiswasniceandpleasurable.Sheunconsciously

pushedhisheadmorebeforehertoescurledandit

justfeltlikeawavefullofsomethingwonderful,her

breathingwasalreadyheavyasmoresweetmoans

escapedherlips.

Marang:Uh...mmhmmm..

Joshualetgoofherlegsastheystartedtoshake

andhermoansgotlouderandlouder.Itallhappened

sofastasMarang’sletgoofhisheadtoholdonto

thesheetstightlywithshakylegs,Joshuawas

lookingatherasshemoaned,releasingmoreliquid

asshecalledouthisnameinthesweetestway.To

Marangitfeltasiftheworldwasspinningandshe

weaklylaidflatonthebedtryingtoprocesswhat

happenedtoher.

Joshuahookedherlegsonhershouldersand

suckedallhercum beforeheplacedherlegsdown.

Joshua:Youjustcamebabygirl..

Heusedhisthumbtoflickherclitandshearched

herbackwithasoftmoan.Babygirlwassensitive.

Nice.



Shebreathedheavilyashehoveredoverherand

pushedherhairback.Hekissedherneck..

Joshua:Ithinkweneedthatshoweryouaskedmeto

joinyouinhaving.

Sheopenedhereyesashesmiledlookingather.

Joshua:Heybaby..

Marang:Hi(softly)

Joshuarubbedherlowerlip.Shewastoocutenotto

cuddle.Helookedattheclock,calculatingthetime

theyhadlefttillthedinner.Theyhadsaid8pm andit

wasaroundfive.Theystillhadtime..

Marangfacedtheotherway,blushcreepingonher

faceandheturnedherhead.

Joshua:Hey,lookatme.

Shedidandhejustmovedtotheothersideand

spoonedher.Shefelthim againstherbuttand



closedhereyes.

Joshua:Howareyoufeeling?

Marang:relaxed.(softly)

Joshua:Good.

Sheyawnedandhekissedthetopofherhead

beforecoveringthem withtheblanket.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthelodge

Joshuawokeupfirstrubbinghiseyes.Hechecked

thetimeandItwasnearlyhalfseven.

HeshookMarangwhowassleepingpeacefully.

Joshua:Babe?Sweetness?

Shefacedtheotherwaymutteringsomething

incomprehensible.

Joshua:Sweetness?Marang?

Sheopenedhereyesasayawnescapedherlips.

Sheclosedhereyesagainandchangeddirection

onceagain.Joshuasighedandgotoutofbed

leavinghertosleeppeacefullyonthebed.Joshua



openedthebathroom doorandturnedonthewater

from theshower.Theyweregoingtobelate.Hewas

sureofthat.

Hewalkedbackinsidethebedroom andpickedher

up,losinghistowelonthewaytothebathroom with

her.Hegotunderthewaterwithherandsheopened

hereyesassoonaswarm waterhitherskinalmost

screamingtillsherealizedhewasholdingher.

Joshua:Sorrytodisturbyoursleepsweetheartbut

weneedtofreshenupbeforedinnerorelsewewill

belate.

Marang:oh.

Heputherdownandshefacedtheotherway

withoutlookingathim,atthispointJoshuadidn’t

havethetimetoquizher.Theywerealreadygoingto

runreallylate.

Joshuawasthefirsttoleavetheshowerandshe



waitedtillhewasoutofthebathroom beforeshe

closedoffthewaterandgotout.Shemadesureto

dryherselfbeforeshewalkedoutofthebathroom.

Shehopedthedresswasn’tcreasedorelseshe

wouldbeforcedtolookforsomethingtowear.In

thebedroom Joshuawasinhisbriefscatchingthe

sightofhisfirm buttbutfacingtheotherwayashe

worehispants.Shewalkedtothechairtositdown

andlotionherself.

Morethantenminuteslatertheyweredoneas

Joshua’scolognefilledtheair.Shewassomewhat

astonishedthatheusedthecologneshehadbought.

Hehadsaiditwashisscentnowandshecouldn’tbe

morehappier.

Marangpulleddownthedressabittryingtofinish

zippingthedresswhenJoshuasteppedbehindher

andzippeditup.Hekissedherneckandshesmiled

leaningagainsthim.



Joshua:Donebaby?

Marang:shoes..

Sheworehershoeswhileherboyfriendwalkedto

thewardrobe.Hecamebackwithaboxandopened

it.Hetookoutthenecklaceandstoodbehindher.

Joshua:Wearthistoo,itwouldlookgoodonyou..

Shetouchedhishandandhesmiled.Shemovedher

braidsawayashisfingerstouchedherskin.She

suckedinadeepbreatheasheputthenecklace

aroundherneckandtouchedherexposed

collarbonefrom thestraplessdress.

Joshua:Beautiful.You’rebeautiful.

Marang:Thankyou.

Joshua:comeseehowitlooksgoodonyou.

Shestoodupandtheywalkedtothemirror.Nowin

frontofthemirror,shecouldseehowshortshe



reallywas.Ofcoursesheknewshewaswayshorter

thanhim.

Joshualightlytouchedherneckasshelookedat

theirreflection.Whatwouldlookgoodrightnow

wouldbehishandsaroundherneckbuthehadto

keepafewofhisthoughtsincheck.

Hesawsomeredspotsonherneck,abitlighttobe

noticedunlessapersontakesareallycloselook.He

lightlykissedherneckbeforeturningtocheckthe

time.Tenminutesafter8.Theywerenotthatlate.

Joshua:shallwesweetness?(extendingahand)

Marang:ofcourse(takingit)

Joshuacheckedhispocketsforthehotelcardand

lookedattheladybyhisside.Shelookedaway,

breakingtheeyecontact.

Joshua:You’rebeautiful.



Marang:Thankyou(blushing)

Theywalkedoutoftheroom.

AtFrancistown

Phemelolikealways,wascoopedinherroom with

justherphone.Sheshouldn’tevendarebother

anyonewithherproblems.Shesighedasshefaced

theotherway.ShewenttoFacebookandwas

surprisedtoseeamessage.Sheopeneditandread

thecontentsofthemessage.Easytheycameand

justaseasilytheyweregone.PeoplelikeRaine

whom sheregrettedcallingafriend.Butthencruelty

winsinthemovieifkarmatrulyexisted.

Apartofherwantedtoblockhim againwhile

anotherpartofhersawitunfairthathewasstillfine.

Shedidsaysheacceptedhisapology,whatmoredid

hewant?



Sheplacedherphoneawayandstaredatthewhite

ceilinginsilenceanddarkness.Thedarknessbeing

heronlyescapefrom heralreadydarkreality.She

sworetheysawrightthroughher,shecouldseeright

throughherself.Thislifethingwasgettingabittoo

muchforher,shefeltmorelikealiabilityinthelives

ofthepeoplearoundher.

AtMaun

Atthelodge

Thecouplewalkedtothedinnertable,finding

everyoneseated.

Marang:Goodevening.

Joshua:Shegreetedeveryoneforthebothofus..

MaJosh:Evening.

Seeletso:Youguysarelatemme..

RaJosh:aslongastheyarehere,youcantakeyour



seats.

ThesatdownandJoshuaplacedhishandon

Marang’sthighunderthetable.

MaJosh:wecanfinallyorder,Saraisnotapatient

child.

Seeletso:yesyes...

ShelookedatMarangbeforeshedrankthewateron

thetable.Sheshookherhead.Thewayshelooked

soinnocentandwhatsheheardearlierweretwo

differentthings.

Thewaitercametothetableandtookalltheirorders.

Honestlythiswasaverymuchneededbreakfor

everyone.Anewenvironmentandtheyturneditinto

afamilyvacation.

RaJosh:Marangwhatdoyouwanttostudy?

Marang:I’m notsureyet,wearestilllookingatmy



optionsandtryingtoseewhatIwouldlove.There

arejusttoomanygoodcourses.

Seeletso:we?(whispering)

MaJosh:Yousaidsomething?

Seeletso:No,no...

Thenightwentonwithfood,drinksandjokesshared

atthedinnertable.Onethingwasforsure,nobody

missedthelooksJoshuaandMarangthreweach

other’swayeventhoughtheyweresittingnextto

eachother.

Oncethedinnerwasover,Joshuaexcusedhimself

andMarangfrom thedinnertable.Sheheldontohis

bicepastheywalkedbacktotheirroom.

Marang:I’m alreadyfull.

Joshua:Callitanight?

Marang:Idon’tthinkI’llfallasleepthatfast.

Joshua:Whatdoyouwantustodosweetness.



Marang:Amovieorjusttalking.

Joshua:I’dgowiththetalking.

Heopenedthedoorandtheysteppedinsidebefore

heclosedandlockedit.

Marangwalkedtothedressingtableandgother

phone.ShedialedPhemelo’snumberanditrang

unansweredformorethanaminute.Shewalkedto

thecouchandsatdowndialingheragain.

Sheansweredthistime.

Marang:Hey!MerryChristmasPhem.

Phemelo:thankyou,sametoyou(lowvoice)

Marangfrownedassheremovedthesandalsand

Joshuawasundressingtheotherside.

Marang:What’swrong?Iwon’tjudge..



Phemelosighed.

Phemelo:Youwon’tunderstand.

Marang:Tryme.

Phemelo:Kanathesedaysitfeelsasifthewallsare

closingin,I’m suffocatingslowlybutsurelyand

thereisnothingthatcanbedone.I-Idon’thave

muchtolivefor.MynewnormalisnotsomethingI

cangetusedtoa(pausingwhileholdingback

tears)everyonesaysit’sokayatleastI’m alivebutI

wishthataccidentkilledme.

MarangleanedbackasshelistenedtoPhemelotalk

abouteverything.

Marang:Ihearyou.

Phemelo:Butit’sokay,don’tworryaboutme.

Marang:Phem youlostalegandit’sbeenayear,it

shouldhurtlikeitshouldbuthowlongareyougoing

tobeinthatfragilebubbleof‘Idon’twanttolive’

mostofnotallofushavebeenthroughtrauma.IfI

dwelledonthefactthatmyownauntsold



me(pausingtobreathandtryingtonotthinkabout

it)andlistenedwhileIgotr-rapedIwouldn’tbehere.I

would’vekilledmyselftoobecausewhowouldwant

damagedgoods?Whowouldwantthedefenseless

dumbgirlwhowastoostupidtosaysomething

smartandcouldn’tpickupthesigns?Orcouldbe

saidtohaveledtherapiston,amere15year

old(wipingtearswithherthumb)Theyarestillout

therewalkingScottfree.

Joshuafrownedashewalkedtoher.Sheisnot

damagedgoods.Nottohim anyway.Hesatnextto

herandshesmiledtearfullylookingathim.

Marang:Everyonehasdemonsthattheyaretryingto

slaysilentlybutatsomepointifthedemonsdon’t

wanttobeslayed,youlivewiththem andlearnto

acceptthattheyareapartofyouthatwillalwaysbe

there.Phem youarenottheonlyonefightingyour

pasts,healingisuptoyouandifTheoisreally

remorsefulhearhim out.Maybewhatyouareseeing

isthephysicalandjustbecauseyoulostanintegral

partofyou,youthinkheisfine.



Phemelo:ItgetshardandI-

Marang:itgetshardbeforeitgetsbetter.Someone

taughtmethat.It’sokaytocryfrom thethingsthat

hauntyouinthemiddleofthenight,it’sokaytobe

downbutyouhavetolearntobeokaythefollowing

dayandmove.Youarealiveandhavefamily(sadly)

familythatlovesyouunconditionally.Yourparents

wouldkilltoseeyouhappy,youhavethat.Youhave

love,youarelovedandIloveyouPhem Phem!Don’t

letyourselfbedefinedbyyourpast,italteredyour

futurebutyouhaveyearstodowhatyoulove.You

arewhatyoulove..

JoshuaheldMarang’shand.

Marang:Dowhatyoulove,lifeistooshortforregrets.

Ithappenedandyouplayedapartinit,nooneforced

youtogotothepartybutyouwentbecauseyouonly

liveonceright?Don’tbetooharshonyourself.Istill

wanttobeyourbestfriendtilllifeforcesyouintoa

goodmanandyouhavekidsonedayandIbecome

theiraunt.ButI’llstandbyyouforever.



SheinterlacedherfingerswithJoshua’s.

Marang:Healingisapersonalchoice,talktoa

therapist,therapydoeshelpandtrustmeyouwillbe

happier.Iloveyou,justsleepknowingthateveryone

lovesyouandforgetthepeopleyoulost.Iloveyou

okay?IloveyoualotPhemeloandyoukilling

yourselfwillhurtmetoo...

Phemelowipedhertears.

Phemelo:whendidyougetsowise?Iloveyou

Rangz(laughingtearfully)I’lltry.

Marang:YesPhem.Eat,shop,doyourhair.Nextyear

I’m comingbackandwe’llspendtimetogether.

Phemelo:Okay.Goodnight.

Marang:Night.

Joshuakissedherhand.

Joshua:Weareyourfamilybabe,youdon’thaveto

feelalone.



Marang:Andyourparentsaresoloving.Theytreat

meliketheirdaughterandit’sbeautiful.

Hekissedherforehead,

Joshua:Youarenotdamaged,youarenotdumb

sweetness.Youareperfect,whole,beautifuland

smart.

Maranglaughedsoftlyasshemovedheheadupto

kisshim.Hepickedherup,walkingtothebedand

laidherdownbeforehoveringontopherwithhis

kneebetweenherlegs.Shebrokethekiss.

Marang:Youaremydaylight,eversinceyoushowed

upyoubrightenedthedarknessthatwasinmylife.

Youshowedmeloveisgoldenandthatloveis

action,patience,trustandeffort.Youchasedaway

theshadowsthatlingeredaroundmylife.Iloveyou.

Joshuaswallowedlookingather,soyoungandshe

lovedhim withnothingholdingherback.Youcould

neverhurtaheartpureassnow.Nevercouldtaint

herflawlesssoul.Itwasatthisverymomenthe

wantedtoshowherhowmuchhereallylovedher.



Physicallyandconnectingwithheronamuch

deeperlevel.

Joshua:Iloveisnotenoughtovocalizemyfeelings.

Marangsmiledandliftedherheadtopeckhislips.

Marang:IhopeIneverloseyouandwhatwehave

neverends.

Joshua:Iloveyoubeingthequeeninmychessgame,

whoIwoulddoanythinginmypowertoprotect..

Shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneck.Hereyes

shiningwiththeloveshehadforhim.Nothingfelt

betterthanthis.

.

.

*

*

DAYSLATER



THEGAME

#57

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelogotoutofthecar.Shesighed.Shewas

doingtherapyagain.Shewasn’twearingherlegand

hadoptedtousecrutchesandshewilladmitshegot

weirdstaresfrom peoplebutnotfrom the

counselingcenter.

MaPhem:I’m gladyouaretryingtogetbetter.

Phemelosmiledasshepushedherhairback.

Phemelo:Itwasmyfaultandnooneforcedmetogo

there,thesoonerIunderstandthefastertheprocess.

MaPhemelonoddedsadly.Shehatedtoadmitthat

Phemelowasright.



Phemelomadeherwaytothealreadyopendoorand

greetedthehelper.Thebabywasfastasleeponthe

carpet.Soyoungandstressfree.Sheenviedhim

rightnow.

Shemadeherwaytothebedroom anddialed

Marang’snumber.Marangansweredimmediately.

Phemelo:andjustadaylefttillyouare18..

Maranglaughed.

Marang:It’snotabigdealmme...

Phemelo:Itis..

Marangcoveredherfacewithherhands.Tomorrow

shewas18?Wow!

Phemelo:whenyougethere,I’m takingyouout

becauseIcan’tgotoMaunrightnow.Youdeserve

tofeelspecial.

Marang:Thankyou.

Phemelo:Welcome.Ihavetogoloveokay?



Marang:Okay..bye.

Phemelo:Bye..

PhemelohungupandshewenttoherFacebook

messageswhereshefinallyrespondedtoTheo’s

message.

AtMaun

Atthelodge

Marangslippedthephoneinthepocketofthefluffy

whiterobe.Shesmiledasshesatdownonthechair.

Honestlytheydidn’thavetodothisforher.MaJosh

justpaidforafullspadaywhenshedidn’thaveto.

WelltwodaysafterChristmas,Joshuadecidedthey

shouldgobacktohishouseandhedroveoverhere

whentheycheckedonthefamilybecausetheywere

heretilltheendofthisweek.Shewasn’tsureifshe

shouldgobackwiththem orstayanotherweekhere



withJoshua.Shewillsee.

Thefacialsladieswalkedin.

MaJoshuawasrelaxedasMaranglookedatthe

thingsonthesmalltablenexttoherchair.She

wasn’tusedtoallofthis.Shelaidbackandclosed

hereyesastheladyinstructed.Herhairwastiedup

andshewilledherbodytorelax.Herbirthdaywas

tomorrowthough.

Atthehospital

Joshuacheckedhiswatch,thepersonhehiredsaid

shewillarriveinanhourandhewasdonewithwork

anyway.

HisofficedooropenedandSamewalkedinplacing

thepatientfilesonhisdesk.Hedidn’tlookupasshe



lookedathim.Shesighedandwalkedout.There

wasnouse.Helikedthatlittlegirl.

Joshuaopenedthefileandcloseditminuteslater.

Hehadtogoandsupervisetheladywhosaidshe

willcome.

Atthelodge

Marangwalkedtothehotelroom andsatdown.She

knewJoshuawasatworkandshewasthankfulhe

didn’tmakeabigfussoutofherbirthday,just

Seeletsoandhismotherwerefussingoverher.The

dooropenedandSeeletsosatdown.

Seeletso:howwasthespaday?

Marang:Mybodyisjust(stretchingabit)feels

different.

Seeletso:Athankyouwouldbegood.



Marang:ThankyouSeeletso.

Seeletso:I’m thebestsisteraren’tI?

Marang:theebest...

Seeletso:You’refinallygoingtobe18..

Marang:it’snothingmajorreally.

Seeletso:itismma...ThereisthisdressthatIsaw

andthoughtwouldfityoufordinnertoday.

Marang:dinneragain?

Seeletso:weneedyoutowearthe‘happybirthday’

seatbeltmma..ijakg..

MarangshookherheadasSeeletsowalkedout.She

dialedJoshuawhoansweredimmediately.

Joshua:Sweetness.

Marang:Gatwethereisadinner.

Joshua:Itdoesn’tinvolveme.

Marang:Ijoo.Bye.

Shehungupandlaidflatonthebed.Shehalf



screamed.Shewasgoingtobe18andallthat.

AtJoshua’shouse

Ittooktheladymorethananhourtogetfinishedbut

onceshewasdoneitlookedlikearomanticscene

from amovie.Hewassurebabygirlwould

appreciateitsomuchandhehadtogetreadytoo.

Joshua:thankyou.

Lady:welcome.I’llsendtherestofthebillandsheis

aluckygirl.

Joshua:Shesureis.

Theladywalkedoutandhesmiledalone.Hewas

sure.Hewasn’tsureifhehaseverbeensureof

anythinginhislifebuthewassureaboutthisand

whathewasdoing.

.



THEGAME

#58

Atthelodge

ThateveningMaranggotoutoftheshowerand

worethedress,ofcourseitwassillythatthey

wantedtocelebrateherbirthdaythedaybeforebut

shewasexcited.MrsThusohadcalledearlierand

hadpromisedtocallhertomorrowonherbirthday.

Shewasexcitedandshetriedsohardnottoshowit.

WellJoshuahaddonealotforhersoshedidn’t

expecthim togoallout.Him beinginherlifeatthis

timewasjustablessing,oneshewouldbealways

gratefulfor.Hewasoneoftheblessingsshe

countedtwicewhenpraying.Hopinghesucceeded

inhislifeandeverythinggoeswellforhim.



Sheworethestrappedsandalsandthedressalong

withafurcoat.Whowouldhavethoughtthatshe

wouldbethisgirltoday?Evenifinthenearfuture

sheandJoshuadon’tworkout...

Shepaused.Shewantedthem toworkout,shereally

hopedtheydobecauseheshowedherhowloveis

supposedtobeandshewasn’tgoingtofinditin

anyoneelse.Theywouldworkout.Theyhaveto

right?Thiswholelovethingwasnotagame,itwas

boththeirlivesandtheyweretooinvestedinit.She

bitherlowerlipasherthoughtsshifted.Whatifall

hewantedwassex?

Sheshookherhead,Joshuawasnotlikethat.He

lovedherwholeheartedly.Thedooropenedand

Seeletsowalkedinwearingareddinnergownand

smiled.

Seeletsosatdownnexttoherandjusthuggedher.

Seeletso:Thankyouforexisting.



Marang:I-I

Seeletso:mybrotherisathishappiestbecauseof

you.Thankyou.

ShebrokethehugandtearfullylookedatMarang.

Seeletso:Ourfamilywasn’talwaysthisclose,there

wasavoidanddadwasalwaystoobusyforanything.

Idon’tknowwhatitwaswithyourpresenceand

everythingtookaturnforthebest.

Marang:SeeletsoI-

Seeletso:don’tsayanything.Thankyou.Youarea

rayofsunshine..

MarangsmiledasSeeletsotookherhandinhers.

Seeletso:Weshouldgetgoing.Justfood.Apre-

birthdaything.

Marang:Thankyousomuch!

Seeletso:Don’tsweatit.



Theywalkedtotheroom.

Seeletso:It’sjustalimitednumberofpeople,we

couldn’tbooktheconferenceroom.

Marang:Idon’twantanythingbigorextravagant.

Seeletso:Weknow..

Seeletsoopenedthedooranditwassilentwiththe

lightsturnedoff.Sheswitchedonthelightsandshe

coveredhermouth.Theydecoratedtheroom and

therewereballoonswritten18everywhere.

Joshua:Surprise!

Shestaggeredback.Thismustbethebestbirthday

shehaseverhad.

Helookeddapperinhiscasualwearandwasthata

newhaircut?Alltrimmedupandhandsome.

Seeletso:Iwanttotakepictures.Youaretheladyof

themoment.



MarangsmiledasSarawalkedtoherandshebent

downtoherleveltalkingtoher.Woulditbetoo

ambitioustosayshealreadyfeltathomewiththe

Coltons?Theyweresowarm heartedandshehad

neverdoneanythingforthem buttheytreatedher

liketheirdaughteralready.

MaJoshua:Wearenotsinginghappybirthday.

Seeletso:it’snotyetmidnight.WecaneatwhileI

takephotosofthebirthdaygirl.

RaJosh:Youandpictures..

Seeletso:Therehastobephotoevidencepeople..

TheylaughedasMaranglookedattheminisetup.

Thesepeoplewerenotrealright?Shewasgoingto

wakeupfrom thisdream andsmilewistfullyatthe

factthatshehadanicedream wherepeopleloved

herforher.

Armswrappedaroundhersmallframeandshe



smiled.

Joshua:Yourmindseemsfar.

Marang:Am Idreaming?

Helaughedclosetoherear,sendingsubtleshivers

downherspine.Shetouchedhisheadwithasmile.

Marang:YoulookgoodandI’m jealous.(smiling)

Joshua:Jealousofwhatpumpkin?

Shelaughed.Thenicknameskeptincreasing.

Marang:thateverybodywantsyouandwonderswhat

itwouldbeliketoloveyou.

Joshua:I’m yours,youknowthat?

Marang:Iknow.Ilikethehaircut.

Helaughedpeckingherlips.

Joshua:Osimollegobechamma(startspending

moneyonme)

Sheplacedherhandsonhischest.

Marang:OnceIgotoschool,keromellemadiaeng?



Ahaircut?(Ishouldsendmoneyforwhat?Ahaircut?)

Joshua:mxm..Iloveyou.

Marang:Same.Buttentimesmore..

Seeletso:Kgm kgm thereisfoodpeople.

MarangplacedherheadonJoshua’schestlaughing

soft,ybeforeheletgoofherandsheheldhisbicep

astheygottheirplates.Everyonesatdownasthey

engagedinconversation.Easyflowingconversation

thathadeveryonedebating.Itwasalwaysfuntoeat

togetherhonestly.

Marangcutthecakefirstandtheywerereally

seriousthattheywerenotgoingtosinghappy

birthdaysinceitwasn’therbirthdayyet.

Joshuasmudgedthecream onherfaceandshedid

thesamelaughing.Whileeveryonesmudgedher

facewithcream becauseshewasthebirthdaygirl.It

wasnotfunbuttothem itwasfunny.Whennoone



waslooking,Joshualickedhercheekandshe

pushedhim offlaughing,hewassomethingelse.

Anhourlatershehadfinallywashedthecream off

herfaceandtheywereleftwithafewminutes

beforetheclockstrucktwelve.

Sheheldhishandastheystartedthecountdown.

Them:5,4,3,2,1.....Happybirthday(screaming)

Theysunghappybirthdaytoher,makingher

emotional.Theywaitedtillmidnightandtheyhad

foodandsnackspriorjustforeveryonetowishhera

happy18thbirthday.

Marangcoveredherfacewithherhandstonotshow

hertears.

Joshuapushedherhandsawayandshesmiled



tearfullyasheheldherhands.

Joshua:happybirthdaysweetness..

AtPrison

Lebowaswokenupabruptlybyoneofthewardens.

ShehandedherthephoneasLeborubbedhereyes

abitdisoriented.

Voice:whereisshe?

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#59

Atprison

Lebo’sheartpoundedassherecognizedthevoice.

Theyhadlethertorotherewhileshetookthefallfor

everythingandtheyarecallingnowaskingabouther.

Lebo:Who?

Voice:don’tactdumb,Marang..

Lebo:Idon’tknow.Theyprobablymovedheroutof

thecityforallIknowbecauseI’m adanger.

Russel:Youaresupposedtoknow.

Lebo:Aren’tyouthetrafficker?Idon’tknow.I’m

servingmyprisonsentenceandevenifyoukillme

from theinsideoftheprison,atleastIwon’tbeliving

inthishorribleplace.



Shehandedthewardenthephoneandlaiddown,

closinghereyes.

ThecallerhungupandthewardenlookedatLeboas

shewalkedout.

AttheLodge

Thesmallpartycametoanendastheyallhugged

Marangandretreatedtotheirrooms.Marangwas

leftwithJoshuaintheroom andshelookedaround,

keepingagriponhisbicep.Itwasniceholdinghim

likethat.

Marang:AttimesIthinkI’m indreamland.Allthis

goodfortuneonmypartcan’tberealanditscared

thehelloutofme,thatwhatifsomethingbad

happpenstomeorthosehorriblemencomeafter

meagain,Ilivewiththoseauestionseachand

everydaywonderingwhatIdeservedtobehereat



thismoment.

Joshua:Marangyouareararebreed,nocomparison

there.Youdeserveallthegoodthingsthathappenin

yourlife.YouhavebeenthroughalotandIwillnever

stopsayingthat,youneverdeservedwhathappened

toyouwhenyouwereyoungerandnoonedeserves

that.

Marangjustplacedherheadagainsthishand.

Joshua:thefutureisunknownbutitiswhatwedo

withthepresentthatmattersthemostsweetness.

Wecan’tpredicthowlifeisgoingtoturnout,of

coursewewillplanandjustpraythateverythingis

goodbutthentheuniverseneverworksthatway.

We’lldoourverybesttomakesurethosemendon’t

comeafteryou,maybegetgoodlawyerstomake

yourauntnamethem sotheycanbehunteddown.

Marang:Idon’thaveanaunt.Ihaveyou.

Hechuckledkissingherforehead.

Joshua:Smooth.

Marang:shestoppedexistingwhenshedidwhatshe



did,IwastootrustingbutIwasonly15.

Joshua:Nooneblamesyouforthatsweetness.

Aboutofsilencefilledthespace.

Marang:Iliketheseconversationswehave.

Joshua:Insightfulandyouareawiselittlething.

Marang:Notsolittleanymore.

Joshua:Youarestillshort.

Marang:Don’tusemyheightagainstme.Thankyou

forthis.Thankyousosomuch.

Joshua:Youdeservenothingbutthebest.Ithinkwe

shouldgo.

Marang:LetmegetmyphoneandcanItakefive

balloons?Thatoneya18..

Joshualaughed.Shewashisgirlwasn’tshe?He

knewthatitmightseem asifhewasgroomingher

butitwasn’tintentional.Youdon’tchoosewhoyou

fallfor,itjusthappensonit’sown.



Shewalkedoutandhepickedouttheballoonsfor

her.Shewasaweirdcombinationofinnocent,sweet

andwise.Heprayedsheneverchangedregardless

ofwhathappened.

Hesmiledthinkingabouttherelaxedsetuphehadat

home.Everythingwasarrangedandhewasn’tgoing

toletherbirthdaypasswithoutgiftinghisgirl.

Intheroom Marangpickedthephone,shehad

missedcallsfrom Phemeloandshesawthe

message.Shesentatextandshehadreceiveda

banknotification.

Phem:Moneyforyourbirthday,buywhatever.Ilove

you.You’reprobablysleepingrightnow ♀Love

you

Marangsmiled.Shewilldefinitelycallinthemorning.

Thiswassosweetofherbestfriend.



Shewalkedtotheroom findingJoshuawiththe

balloons.

Marang:Thankyou.

Joshua:Takeyourballoonsmma.

Shejustheldhisbicep.

Marang:Aretheyembarrassingyou?

Joshua:No..

Marang:Holdthem akereyouloveme...

Joshua:that’sblackmail...

Marang:Joshua(softly)Holdtheballoonsformeokay

love?

Shelookedintohiseyeswithalittlepout.

Joshua:Okaysweetness.

Shesmiledandtheywalkedoutoftheroom with

him holdingtheballoonsandMarangquietlyholding



hisbicep,hisbodyheatwarmingherbody.

Assoonastheysteppedoutofthelodgesheheld

him tightly.

Joshua:Cold?

Marang:abitchillybutokay..

Joshuawasn’tevenwearingjacketbutheplacedher

infrontofhim,handedherherballoonsandwrapped

hisarmsaroundher.

Joshua:Better?Wearealmostnear.

Marang:Better.Thankyou.

Theyslowlywalkedtothecar,withMaranginhaling

hiscologne.Theonethatsheboughtforme.She

smiledabit.

Heletgoofherandunlockedthecar.Heopenedthe



cardoorforherandshegotin,fittinginherballoons.

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedtohisside.Hegot

insideandstartedthecar,heturnedtheair

conditioningon.HefixedMarang’sseatbeltbefore

hesoftlykissedherlips.

Joshua:Comfortable?

Shenoddedlookingintohiseyesandhebithislip

beforehekissedheragainwithhishandsonher

thighs.

Hemovedback,rubbedherlipbeforesmilingand

reversingthecarwithonehandwhiletheotherone

wasstillonherthigh.Hefixedhisseatbeltand

Marangplacedherhandontopofhis.

Joshua:Asilentdrive?

Marang:no..

SheconnectedherphoneandplayedSevyn

Streeter’sItWon’tStop..



Joshualookedatbabygirlwithasmileashedrove,

hishandslippedunderherdressandsheshivered.

Hebithislipkeepinghiseyesontheroadandused

hisfingertopullherpantiesdown.

Joshua:Babe?

Marang:hmm..

Shelookedathishand,herbreathquickenedwhile

hiseyeswereontheroad.

Joshua:Openyourlegs.

Shedidashesaidandhecontinuedtopullher

pantiesdown.Shebreathedsoftly.

Whenthepantieswereatkneelengthhelookedat

her.

Joshua:Babe?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Getridofthepantiessweetheart..



Shedidasaskedwhilehishandmovedupandhe

usedhisthumbtorubherclitandherbackarched

asshemoanedsoftly.

Marang:baabeeeaaah(moaning)

Joshua:Wearealmosthomesweetheart...

Hekeptonstimulatingherwhilehedrovehome.

Marangplacedherhandonhismoaningwantingto

movefrom theseat.

Marang:Josh-aaah....uhm....(moaning)

Maranglookedathim onceagainthroughhazyeyes

whileJoshuawasfocusedontheroad.Theyweren’t

farwerethey?

Thecarfinallydrovethroughtheopengateandshe

lookedathim buthewasn’tlookingather.

Heparkedthecarandfinallylookedather.She



lookedbeautifulwhenshewasinthisstate.

Heundidhisseatbeltandundidhers.Hegotoutfirst

andwenttoopenherdoor.

Joshua:Theballoonsbaby..

Shesuckedabreathandclosedherlegs.Shegot

outofthecarhandinghim theballoons.

Heheldherwaistandunlockedthedoor.

Joshua:okaybabygirl.

Marang:yeah(softly)

Theywalkedinsidethehouseandhetiedthe

balloonstothevase.

Joshua:You’llfindthem whenyouwakeup

sweetness..

Heledhertothebedroom andshegaspedcovering



hereyesbeforehalfscreaming.

Marang:Joshua?

Joshua:DidIsayhappybirthdayproperly?

Marang:Babe...

Theroom wasdecoratedinwhiterosesandwhite

candles.Thebedroom smelledofvanillaanditwas

likeascenefrom amovie.Thiswastheromantic

kindofloveshereadofinthemovies.

Heclosedthedoorandshewasconfusedasshe

lookedathim.Joshuajustledhertothebathroom

anditwasalldecoratedinredroses.Bubblebaths

andcandleswithacoldbottleofwine.

Marang:Whendidyoudothis?

Joshua:Ihavemywaysbabygirl..thewineisnon-

alcoholicsweetheart.

Marang:Thankyou..



Shehuggedhim andheunzippedherdresswhile

huggingher.

Marang:Youcan’twaitcanyou?(laughingsoftly)

Joshua:I’vebeenaverypatientmansweetness..you

knowthat..

Marang:You’vetoldmebabe..

Joshua:Youcanunbuttontheshirt..

Shelookedathim.

Joshua:Iwantyoursofthandsonme.Please..

Hewasactuallypleadingwithher?

Shestartedtounbuttonhisshirtandhequietly

lookedathertillshewasdone.Shehelpedhim get

outofitanddroppeditonthefloor.Sheplacedher

handsonhischestandhereleasedasigh.

Joshua:Fuuuck!Babyundomypants...



Inherdressshebentdownandremovedthebelt

buckleandundidhisfly.Shelookedupathim

wantingtoknowwhattodonext.

Joshua:Continuelove..

Shepulledthem downrevealinghisbriefsandwhat

wasbeneaththat.Shestoodupandhemadeher

turnaroundandbroughtherdressdown.

Hishandscoveredherslim waistandshefelthim on

herback.

Joshua:Abathwilldoright?

Sheleanedonhim andhekissedherneck.This

wasn’tevenrushed.

Heremovedhisshoes,socksandbriefsbeforethey

gotinsidethewater.Withheronhischestinthe

bathtub.

Marang:Ishouldexpectthiseveryday?



Joshualaughed.

Joshua:Ispoilyoutoomuch.

Marang:BecauseyoulovemeandI’m yoursoul’s

equal.

Joshuakissedherlipsandshelaughed.

Marang:IthoughtIwouldbesleepyandyousurprise

melikethis?

Joshua:Relaxinthewatersweetness.

Marangsighedwithhishandonherthigh.Shegot

theglassesandhandedhim one.

Marang:Nowait,openthebottle.

Shegottheglassesandshewatchedhim openthe

bottle.Hepouredthenon-alcoholicwineforthem

andhepouredit.

Heplacedthebottlebackandshehandedhim the

glassastheytoastedtomorelifeandsuccess.



Whatseemedlikeanhourlatertheywerelaughingin

thewater,theyhadrefilledthetubandapartof

Marangwasscaredofwhatwasgoingtohappen

oncetheywereoutofthewater.

Marang:Istilldon’tknowwhattostudythough.We

wentthroughthelistsandoptions...

Joshua:You’llthinkaboutitbabygirl...

Marang:maybeinamonthorsoright?

Joshua:Yep..

Marangliftedherhand,itwasalreadywrinkly.She

laughedsoftlyandtouchedhisface.

Marang:lookatmyhand.

Joshua:weshouldgetout..

Heliftedheroutandwrappedherinafluffytowelas

heremovedthestopper.Hewasgoingtocleanallof

thiswhentheywakeup.

Joshua:Tired?



Sheshookherheadbeforehepickedherupheading

tothebedroom.Thecandleshadalreadydieddown

andheputherdownonherfeet.Heremovedthe

towelandwrappedhishandsaroundherwaist.

Hesmiled,thiswasreallyhappening.Aftermore

thanayearofpatiencewaitingforher.Hewasn’t

sureifhewasgoingtobeabletocontrolhimself.

Shelookedathim andwrappedherarmsaroundhis

torso,ignoringthemachinethatwasalreadyerect.

Thiswasboundtohappenandthesoonerthebetter.

Hebroughthisheaddownastheirforeheads

touchedandshelickedherlipslookingintohiseyes.

Hebroughthislipsontohers,softlykissingherand

shetightlyheldhistorso.

Theirkissdeepenedwitheverysecondasherpointy

breastsrubbedagainsthim.Hepickedherupand



shewrappedherlegsaroundhistorsoasheclosed

thedoorwithhislegbeforepinningheragainstthe

door.Hebrokethekissandtheysharedalookfora

briefsecondbeforehedippedhisheadagaintaking

controlofthekiss.Shetouchedhisheadandthey

movedfrom thedoorandhewalkedtothebed,

layingherdownonthesheets.

Hepinnedherhandsoverherheadandhe
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AtJoshua’shouse

Marangwokeuptostrongsturdyarmsholdingher.

Shemovedcloserintohim,hewaswarmingher

bodywithhis.Hishandrubbedherbarethighasthe

sunwarmedthewholeroom.Hiskissesstarted

from herbarebackmovingdownbeforeheusedhis

otherhandtomassageherbreast.

Asoftsighescapedherlipsandhekissedherneck,

gentlysuckingonit.Shefelthisc*ckonherbutt,

thatwassomesturdyerection.

Joshua:Morningbaby..

Marang:morning...

Heflippedherbody,allowinghertolieflatonher



backonthebed.Hegotbetweenhislegsandate

herout,lettinghermoanasloudasshewanted.She

fistedherhandsagainstthesheetsasherlegs

startedtoshakewhenshecame.Hecameupand

kissedherbeforeheguidedhimselfinsideofher

andfuckedherintooblivionthatlatemorning.

Anhourlater,Maranglaidherheadonhischest,

feelinghisbeatingheartwhileheplayedwithher

braids.

Joshua:HappybirthdaySweetness.

Marangyawned.

Marang:Thankyou..

Shesighedincontentagainsthischest.Shedidn’t

wanttomove,shefeltswollendownthereandshe

justwantedtolayinbeddoingnothing.

Joshua:Babe?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Howmuchhaveyousavedup?



Sheturnedtolookathim.

Marang:Uhm alot.I’llshowyou.

Joshua:Iwanttohelpyouopenanaccountandyou

won’thavetogoaroundcarryingcash.I’llshowyou

howtouseyourbankcardonceit’sout.

Marang:Thankyou..

Joshua:Andit’sagoodthingyouaresavingmoney.

Averygoodhabitifyouaskme.

Marangnoddedandheranhisfingeralongherback,

thinking...

Marangkissedhim andhesmiled.

Joshua:Let’stakeashowerbeforeItakeyouout.

Forbrunch,you’restillthebirthdaygirlaren’tyou?

Herubbedherlipsasshenodded.Hepickedherup

andwalkedtothebathroom withher.

Joshua:Doesithurt?



Marang:onlyalittlebit...

Joshua:Abathwilldothen,I’llcleanthisupwhenwe

comeback.

Herinsedthebathtubbeforefillingitupwithwarm

waterandpouringsomebathsaltsinside.Hepicked

herupandplacedherinthebathtub.

Joshua:I’llshowerokay,justrelaxinside(kissingher

lips)

Marangletoutasighandclosedhereyes,thepain

wentdownabit.

MinuteslaterJoshuawasoutofthewaterandhe

lookedather,shewasalmostasleepinthewater.

Maybetheyshouldspendthewholedayindoorsbut

hedidn’twanttoleaveheraloneandwhatifshe

walkedfunny?

Hepickedheroutofthewaterandsheopenedher

eyes.Hegrabbedatowelandcoveredherwithit,



headingtothebedroom.

Heplacedheronthebedandwentthroughher

wardrobe.

Joshua:Whatdoyouwanttowear?

Marang:I’lllookfortheclo-

Joshua:It’sfine,letmeokay?

Hepickedoneofherdressesalongwithher

underwear.Marangwatchedsilentlyashegot

dressed.Shewon’tlieandsaywhattheydidwasn’t

nice.Itwasjustthatshewasalittlebitsoreatthe

moment.

Aftertheybothgotdressedhechangedthesheets

andgotafreshsetoflinens.Heopenedthe

windowstoletthefreshairfillthebedroom.Hewas

stillgoingtoclean.Alltherosepetalsbutitwas

worthit.Shewasthesweetestandhelookedather.

Hedidn’tdeserveherdidhe?Allinnocentandsweet.

Joshua:BabeI’m doneandIswearI’llcleanlater.



Marang:Icanhelp..

Joshua:Iwon’tletyou...WearegettingbrunchbutI

wantustopassbysomewherefirstokay?

Shenoddedandgotherphone.Shewastakingslow

steps.Shewassuretheremightbeatearbuthe

didn’tmeanto.

Joshuapausedwalkingbehindher.

Joshua:WhatdidIdo?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Ihurtyoudidn’tI?Stop..

Shedidandhewrappedhisarmsaroundherneck

beforepickingherupandplacingheronthebed.He

pushedthedressupandpulleddownherpanties.

Marang:Joshu-

Joshua:BabeI’veseenallofyoubefore,relaxandlet

mecheck...



Heopenedherlegsandusedhisfingerstocheck,

thoroughlytouchingher.

Joshua:Fuck!Thereisaslighttear...I’m sorry

okay?(lookingupather)Itneedsafewdaystoheal

andyou’llbealright.BabyI’m sorryaboutthatokay,

I’llletyouhealforthefewdays.Justletmehitafter

you’refine?

Maranglaughedandsatuprighttryingtocloseher

legsbuthestoppedthat.

Joshua:please(smilingnaughtily)thereisstillalotI

wanttoshowyou..

Marang:I’llthinkaboutit(smiling)

Joshua:Obatlagoganakakukuyame?(youwantto

refusewithmyp*ssy?)

Marang:NnyaaRra.

Hekissedherinnerthighsandpulledupherpanties.

Joshua:You’llbeokayandI’m sorrybabygirl.



Marang:Youalreadyapologizedbabe..

Joshua:Iknow,Ijustdon’twanttoseeyouhurt.

Shepusheddownherdressandhehelpedherget

offthebed.Hehandedherbothoftheirphonesand

hiswallet.Hewalkedoutofthehouse,holdingher

waistfrom behind.Heunlockedthecarandshe

walkedtothecarwhilehelockedthedoor.

Shegotinsideandworeherseatbelt.Shehadno

ideawheretheyweregoingandshedidn’twantto

askhim.HegotinsidethecarandMarangdecided

tocallPhemeloasJoshuastartedthecar.

Marang:Hello?

Phemelostartedsinginghappybirthdaytoherand

Maranglaughedtryingtomakeherstop.

Phemelo:HappybirthdayRangz.

Marang:Aahbathong,thankyouandIsawthe

message..



Phemelo:Good.Enjoyyourdaymylove.Iloveyoua

million.Byeee!

Marang:Bye!

MrsThuso’scallcamethroughandsheanswered

withahugesmile.MrsThusogotthechildrento

singforheroverthephoneanditwassocute.

Marang:Thankyou.Thatwassospecial.I’llalways

rememberthis..

MrsThuso:Godblessyoumygirl..bye.

ShehungupandMarangusedherfingerstowipe

thetears.Everyonecaredforheranditwasprecious

tosee.

Joshuaheldherhandwithhisotherhandashe

foundaparkingspot.Maranglookedaround.They

wereatthehospital.Sheknewheworkedherebut

shehasnevercomeherebefore.



Joshua:Wewon’tbelongsweetheart,comealong,

Hegotoutoffirstandwalkedtohersideasshe

openedthedoor.Marangsteppedoutandhelocked

thecarthenheldherhandassheheldtheirphones

withtheother.

Joshua:Wearejustgoingtomyofficeokay?

Marang:Okay..

TheywalkedinsideasJoshuagreetedafewofhis

colleaguesbeforeproceedingtohisoffice.Mostof

them haddecidedtomindtheirownbusinessseeing

him walkinsidewiththatlookedlikeachild.

JoshuaclosedhisofficedoorasMarangsatdown.

Joshua:Iwon’tbelong,Ipromisesweetheart.

Heopenedhisdrawersandfoundthepillshewas

lookingfor.Heisprobablykillinghisownchildright



nowbutthenhisbabyneededtofinishschool.

Hehandedheronepillandwalkedout.Marang

lookedatthepillwonderingwhatitwasfor.He

camebackminuteslaterwithwaterinacup.

Joshua:Thosearemorningafterpillsmylove.We

areensuringthatyoudon’tfallpregnantordoyou

wanttofallpregnant?NotthatIwouldmindor

anything..

Maranglookedatthepill.Shehadtogotoschoolso

she’llwait.

Marang:I’lltakeit..

SheputthepillinhermouthandJoshuahandedher

thewater.

Joshua:You’lldrinkthesecondonelaterandIwas

planningonputtingyouoncontraceptives,I’llhave

toseefirsthowtheywillaffectyourcurrentADHD

prescriptionandifitwillhaveanegativeimpacton

you.Ihaveafeelingthattheywon’tbegoodforyou

butI’lltellyou.

Marang:you’remypersonaldoctor...



Helaughed.

Joshua:IguessIam.YouknowIwantthebestfor

you.Atalltimes...

Marang:andI’m grateful.

Hesmiled.

.

.

*

*
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Atthehospital

Marangsatonhisdeskashewentthroughafew

files.

Joshua:I’m notevensupposedtobedoingthisright

now...

Heputthem asideandheldherwaist.Marangheld

hisarmsandhegroaned.

Joshua:Justafewdays,twoorthreeforyoutoheal.

Icanbepatient.

Marang:Yoh!

Joshua:Andwe’llbeapartformostofthetime,till

yougotoschoolanyways..



Marang:whatifIdon’twanttogobackto

Francistown?

Joshua:Huh?

Marangshrugged.Itwasjustasuggestionandwhen

youreach18andgotoschoolyouhavetomake

spaceforotherkidstostayattheorphanage.

Joshua:Babylookatme..youwanttostaywithme?

Marang:Itwasjustasuggestionthough.

Joshua:OneI’m reallyconsideringatthe

moment(smiling)Weshouldgetgoinglove..

Shegotoffthetableandhetookherhandinhis.

Maranglookedaroundmakingsureshewasn’t

forgettinganything.Sheletgoofhishandandheld

hisbicepinstead.

Joshua:Iloveyoutoobabygirl.

Marang:Iloveyoutoo...

Theywalkedoutofhisofficeandhelockeditbefore

theystartedwalking.From adistanceSame



watchedthem andsherolledhereyes.Thiswasso

unnecessarytobehonest.Hedidn’thavetoflaunt

hisgirlfriendaroundthehospital.

AtFrancistown

Phemeloworeherlongdressandstretchedthe

prostheticleg.Itfeltfine.Sheneededtodothisfor

herownpersonalhealing.

Shewalkedtotheloungewithasmileonherface.

Phemelo:MamaI’m goingtodomyhair.

MaPhem:Icantakeyou.

Phemelo:it’sfine.Ineedtolearntoadjustanddo

somethingsonmyown.

MaPhem:Butyouaresoscaredofcarridesthese

days,whatifyoufreezeorcan’tbreatheinaforeign

motorvehicle?

Phemelo:I’lltry..thetherapistgavemeafew



activitiestodowhileinacar.

MaPhem:Callmeifyouwantmetopickyouupand

I’m happyyouarereallytrying.

Phemelo:Metoo.

Shewalkedoutofthehouseandcoveredherface

withherhand,thesunwascomingontoostrong.

Shewaslazytogobackandgetthesunhat.She

pushedopenthegateandsteppedoutbefore

closingit.Shewalkedtothetaxistop.Shebreathed

inandoutbeforestoppingataxi.

Shedidherbreathingexercisesasshegotinside

andtriedbeingpositive.Itwasokay,shewasgoing

tobeokay.

AtMaun

AtJoshuahouse



Marangwalkedinsidethehouseholdingmore

balloons.Shewasfullfrom theirbrunch,oneshe

wasreallygratefulfor.Hewalkedinbehindherashe

heldthecakealongwiththesnacksshewanted.She

wasthebirthdaygirltodayandherwishwashis

command.

Heplacedthethingsinthekitchenandsearchedhis

pockets.Shehadhisphone.Heforgotsheheldthe

phones.

Meanwhileinthebedroom Marangchangedher

clothesbeforemakingherwaytothelounge.

Joshua:BabecanIhavemyphone?

Marangwalkedbacktothebedroom andgothis

phone.Shewashopingthattheywouldwatcha

movietodaysincehewasstilloff.Whenshewasin

theloungeshehandedhim thephone.Hekissedher

cheek.



Joshua:I’llbebacklaterbaby,don’tcookokay?

Marang:Okay...

Hesawthedisappointmentinhereyesandheheld

herchin.

Joshua:Iwon’tbelongbabyokay?

Marang:Okay..

Hekissedhercheekandforeheadbeforehewalked

outdialinganumber.

Joshua:Hello,canwetalk?

.

.

*

*
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Attown

Phemelosatbythebenchesandlookedatherfeet.

Noonecouldtellbutsheknewtherewassomething

different.Amissingpartofher.Shewaitedorhim

sincehehadsaidhewillcomejustsotheycantalk.

Shewasfinallygoingtoletitallgo.

Theocouldseeherbacksideasheapproachedthe

bench.Shedidn’tknowhowecstatichewaswhen

shesaidtheycanfinallymeet.Hesatdownnextto

herandPhemelolookedup.Herforeheadwasout

thereandshinybecauseofthenewhairstyle.

Theo:Hi.

Phemelo:Hey..



Sheplacedherhandsonherlapandfacedhim,for

him tostarttheconversationorsaysomething.

Theo:Youlookbeautifulbytheway.

Phemelo:Thankyou,uhm(clearingherthroat)About

whatyousaidinthetext..

Theo:IstillwanttoapologizePhemelo.Iknowwhat

happenedchangedyourlifeanditreallywasn’t

intentional.

Shenoddedandflashedasmile.

Phemelo:Youapologizedanditwasselfishofmeto

puttheblameonyou,youdidn’tforcemetogoto

theparty,I’m theonewhodecidedtogoandyou

weren’tthepersonbehindthewheel.It

happened(sighing)thepastwillalwaysremainthe

pastandwehavetobeoptimisticabouttomorrow.

Theo:Iguessyouareright.Thankyousomuchfor

yourforgiveness.

Phemelo:howareyou?I’vebeensoengulfedinmy



ownworriesthatIneverasked,howisyourcousin

too?

Theo:Mycousinseh..Shortlyafteryouleftthe

hospital,hehadtogothroughanoperationagain.

Somethinghadwentwrongandtheyoperated.

Unfortunatelyhecan’tseeanymore.

Phemelonoddedsadlybringingherhandstogether.

Shecouldn’timaginenotseeinganythingatall.

Imaginelivinginabrightworldonlyforabrupt

darknesstobeyourrealitymovingforward.That

wastheworstkindofpain.Shewassoluckytobe

alive,shelostapieceofherbutlikeMaranghadsaid,

shehadsomuchtolivefor.

Phemelo:I’m sosorry,howishecoping?

Theo:It’shard.Ilastsawhim aweekagoandit’s

hard.Reallyhardonhispart,heislearningBraillebut

somedayshebreaksdown.

Phemelo:I’m sorry.Ireallyam.Hopehehealsand

learnstoacceptit.

Theo:yeah(sadly)



Phemelo:howaboutyou?Areyoufine?

Theo:Areyouatherapistnow?(laughing)

Phemelo:Mxm!ButIwanttoknow.

Theo:I’lllive..

Phemelo:that’snotananswerTheo.

Theo:I’m okayandhealthy,hadtoregainlower

strengthovertimebutgood.

Phemelo:that’sgood.

Theolookedatherandsheblushedpushingthe

curlyhairbackwards.

Phemelo:Istheresomethingonmyface?

Theo:No,notatall(withasmallsmile)

Phemelo:Ok..

Silenceenvelopedthem asPhemelolookeddown

whileTheolookedather.Hesuckedinadeepbreath.

Hestillhads5ringfeelingsforthisgirlandshe



probablywon’ttrusthim andthinkhewantstogetin

herpants.Maybeafterthisshewantednothingtodo

withhim,hecouldnotvoiceouthisfeelingswith

fearofbeingtoldthatheisaliarbesidesherparents

alreadyhatehim becauseoftheaccident.Hejust

hopedonedaytheyforgivehim,healreadyhashis

infertilityasareminder,thathewillneverbeableto

giveawomanachild.Hesighedsadly.

Phemelo:What’swrong?

Theo:Nothing.ShouldIwalkyoutothetaxirank?

Phemelo:Ifyouaren’tbusy..

Hechuckled.Heneverwasbusyforherhonestly.

Theo:Whereisyourfriend?

Heasked.Hewasabitsurprisedwhenshehiton

him.Thatwasawholeotherkindofweirdnessand

awkwardness.



Phemelo:Whichone?

Theo:Raine...

Phemelolookeddown.

Phemelo:it’sover,IguessandI’m okaywithit.Real

friendsdon’tabandoneachotherwhenthegoing

getstough,theyarethereforeachotherandit

showedthatshewasn’tasisternorarealfriend..I

thoughtIcouldtrustherbutnevermind.Iwastoo

naivetoreadthesignsthatIwasafriendwhenthe

goingwasgood.

Theo:Iunderstand,shewasnotgoodforyouwas

she?

Phemelolaughedsoftly.

Phemelo:Notinthewaysthatmatteredbutwedid

havegoodtimes.

Theo:Yeah..

TheohelpedPhemelostandupandheheldher



smallbag.

Theo:Sowhatdoyouwanttostudy?

Phemelo:Stillthinkingaboutitreally.Ihavealotof

optionstochoosefrom.

Theo:TheresultsarenotyetoutmmePhem...

Sheshrugged.

Phemelo:ItrustmyabilitiesTheo,youdoforgetI

wasthebestkoform 4evenform 5thoughIwasn’t

satisfiedwiththeresults.

Theo:Welovetoseeit..

Phemelo:Kanyewhenareyoufinishingyourdegree?

Theo:Intwoyears...

Phemelo:Seriousyoustillwanttoventureinto

farming?

Theo:JustbecauseatthemomentI’m pursuinga

degreeinstatisticsdoesn’tmeanIwanttobe

confinedtothefourwallsofanoffice..

Phemelo:Wenakana...



Theystartedwalkingtothetaxirank.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangendedupcleaningthewholehousetillit

wasspotless.Joshuahadbeengoneforalmosttwo

hoursandshewasn’tabouttocallhim.Shewentto

thekitchentoeatsomethingandmaybewatcha

moviewaitingforhim tocomeback.

Herphonebeepedandshecheckeditasshepoured

thepopcorninabowl.Itwasamessagefrom

Phemelo.Shereaditandsmiledtextingback.She

leanedagainstthecounterasshetextedback.

Shewalkedtothesittingroom withthebowlandsat

downplacingherphoneaway.Shescrolledthrough

thechannelsandlookedforamovieshewantedto

watch.Herphonebeepedagainandshecheckedfor



themessageanditwasPhemelo.Shesighedasshe

satcrossleggedinhist-shirttowatchtv.

AttheLodge

Joshualookedathisfather,whowasdeepin

thought.Hewantedtohearwhathewouldsayabout

theissuehejustlaidout.Hehadbeenthinking

aboutthisforsometimebutnowhewassosureofit,

nothingcouldchangehismindaboutit...

Joshua:DadI’m waiting...

Hisfatherleanedbackholdinghisbeardbeforehe

spokeup.

.

.

*

*
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Atthelodge

RaJoshua:JoshuaIhearyou.Sheisstillyoungfor

suchahugecommitmentconsideringthefactthat

shestillhastogothroughschoolandshehasn’t

exploredtheworld.Thisisaveryhugecommitment

toplaceuponachildreally.

Joshuasighedrubbingthebackofhishead.He

knewthatbuthehadafeelingthatmaybeonceshe

knowsoftheworldshewillfindsomeonebetter

thanhim orfeellikehewasjustasteppingstonein

herlifeandsheneededbetterthings.

Shewastheoneforhim butthentherewastheage

gapbutyetagainhereallylovedthatlittlegirl.His

heartandmindwerebothfocusedonmakingherhis



wife.

RaJoshua:Youhavetotakethatintoconsideration,

shemightmakemistakesalongthewaybecause

sheisjustgettingstartedwiththeexplorations.She

isalsonotmaturelikeyou,youhadyourchanceto

exploretheworldandbearinmindthatshecanbe

slowattimes..

Heknewthat.TheyweredealingwithherADHDand

sofarsogood.

RaJoshua:Youaregettingolderandyouwillwant

childreninfuturemaybetwoyearsfrom nowbutshe

willstillbestudying.Thisisnottodiscourageyouor

anythingofthatsort,dowhatmakesyourheartleap

forjoyandbringsasmileonyourfacebutnotethat

shealsohasalifeandhasherownfutureplans.As

youngassheis,shemightsaynotogettingmarried

notthatshedoesn’tloveyoubutbecausesheisnot

readyforthatkindofcommitment.Youdoknow

thatright?

Joshua:Ido.



RaJoshua:Allinall,thefactthatyouarereadyto

settledownmakesmehappy.Talktoherandhear

whatshesays,talktohercurrentlegalguardianMrs

Thusoandhearwhatshehastosay.Yourmother

alreadylovesMarang,sheseesheraspartofthe

familybutthefinaldecisionlieswithMarang,don’t

pressurehertoagreewhensheisnotreadybecause

ifsheisnotbutagreesforthesakeofit,trustme

themarriagewillstartoffonawrongnoteand

everythingwillbemessyfrom thereon.Wecanonly

supportwhateverdecisionyoumakeandyouhave

torespectherfinaldecisionintheend.

Joshua:That’sclearandit’ssomethingtothink

about.Thankyou.

RaJoshua:Anytime.

Joshuacheckedhiswristwatch.Hehasbeengone

forquitesometimenow,shewasprobablywaiting

forhim athome.

Joshua:Tanki.Fortheadviceandhearingmeout.I



havetogo.We’lltalkaboutit.

RaJoshua:Okay.WeareleavingMaunbytheendof

thisweek.

Joshua:Noted.

Hewalkedoutofthehotelroom.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangtriedtokeephereyesopenbutshe

struggledtodoso,itwasn’teventhatlateforherto

besleepingbutshemusthavenotgottenenough

sleepthismorning.Sheyawnedandmadeherself

comfortableonthecouch.Shewillwakeupmaybe

around8pm.Maybe.

AtPhemelo’sparents



Phemelohelpedsetthetablefordinnerwithasmall

smile.Shewaseatingbetterthesedaysandnotthat

shehadgottenovereverythinginafewdaysbutit

wasgettingbettereachday.

MaPhem andRaPhem sharedalook.Phemelowas

doingmuchbetterthesedaysandtheycouldseethe

difference,shewasslowlybuildingherselfbackup

again.

Phemelo:IsthereanythingelseIcando?

MaPhem:Youcankeepyourbrothercompany.

Phemelo:Alright..

Shewalkedoutandtheylookedateachotheronce

again.

AtJoshua’shouse

Heparkedhiscaroutsideandthelightswereon,she



mustbeawake.Thetalktookmuchlongerthanhe

thought.Hewillmakeituptoherthough.Hegotout

ofthecarandwenttoknockonthedoor.

Joshua:Babe?(knocking)babeI’m home.

Therewasnoresponsebuthecouldhearthetv

playinginthebackground.Shewasn’tsadthathe

didn’tspendtherestofthedaywithherwasshe?

Joshua:Baaby?

Heknockedseveraltimesandhedecidedtotryand

usehiskeybuttherewasakeyfrom theotherside.

Heknockedagain.

Joshua:Sweetness,Marangopenthedoor

sweetheart.

MeanwhileinthehouseMarangalmostfelloffthe

couch,shedidn’tknowwhatshewasdreaming

aboutbutshefeltlikeshewasfallingoffahigh

place.Sheopenedhereyesimmediatelybeforeshe



fell.Shewantedtoclosehereyesbutshewascold.

Sheheardadoorknockandavoicesimilarto

Joshua’svoice.Sheyawnedandrubbedhereyes

sittingupright.Sheyawnedagainandstretchedher

body.Shewantedtosleep.

Joshua:Babetlhemmaopenthedoorforme..

Groggily,shestoodupandheldthecoucharmsto

remainsteady.Marangyawnedonceagainwalking

tothedoor.Shelistenedagain.Thevoicewaslike

Joshua’sandshewassleepy,hereyesshutclose

andsheopenedthem again,ayawnescapingher

lips.Shemightbedreaming..sheheldthedoorlock

andturnedthekey.

Thedooropenedimmediatelyassherubbedher

eyes.Shecamefacetofacewithhim yawning.

Marang:I-I(yawn)wanttosle-sleep...hiiii(coveringher

mouth)



Shewalkedawayandwalkedtothebedroom,trying

towalkstraight.Nowhewasfeelingbad.Hewoke

herupfrom hersleep.

Heclosedthedoorandlockeditbeforeheswitched

offthetv.Hewalkedtothebedroom wherehefound

heronthebedalreadyasleep.

Hegotundressedandwalkedtothebedandpicked

herup.Hegentlypeeledbackthecoversandlaidher

down.Hewalkedoutandswitchedoffthelights.

Shehadcleanedtoo..

Hejoinedheraminutelaterunderthecoversand

spoonedherlittlebody.

Joshua:GoodnightbabyColton..

AroundmidnightMarangwaswideawake.She



turnedtofaceJoshua.Hermindwasfuzzyandshe

couldn’trememberwhenhecamebackexactly.He

must’vecomebackwhenshewassleeping.

Marang:Joshua?

Heturnedandfacedtheotherway.

Marang:Josh,babe?

Hefacedherwayandopenedhiseyeslazily,he

wantedtocatchuponsomesleep.

Joshua:Whatisit?(sleepy)

Marang:areyouawake?

Joshua:Obatlaengbabe?(whatdoyouwantbabe?)

Marangkissedhislipssoftly.

Marang:Babe,Iwantyoutouhm...

Joshuayawnedlisteningtoher...

Marang:It’sokay.Youcansleep..

Joshua:no,bua..

Marang:Whatyoudidinthemorning..touhm..

Joshua:Whatdid(yawning)Idointhemorning?



Marang:Yousleptwithme..

Joshualaughedsoftly.Hewantedtosleepbutbaby

girloverherehadherownthings.

Joshua:Ididn’tsleepyouinthemorning,Ifucked

youan-anditresultedinatearmylove..fuckisthe

correctwordtouse

Marang:Please..

Joshua:Youhaveatearbaby..

Marang:You’llbegentleakere?Itwasreallyniceand

it’ssomethingIwanttoexperienceagain..

Hesighedclosinghiseyesforafewseconds.

Joshua:Getontop,areyouwearingpanties?

Shenodded.

Joshua:Getridofthem..

Shequicklyremovedherpantiesandwasnaked

underneaththet-shirt.

Joshua:Getontop...



Shedidandfelthim hardenagainsther.

Joshua:Babythed*ckisyourstodoasyou

please(yawning)

Shelookedathim ashelookedatherlazily.She

didn’tknowwhattodonow.Joshuajustlookedat

herwantingtoseewhatshewoulddo.

Maranglookedathisboxers,shebreathedindeeply

assheputherhandsinsidehisboxersandhe

groaned.

Marang:IsthiswhatIshoulddonext?

Henodded.

Shedecidedtopushhisboxersdownandhis

erectionsprungup.Sheusedonehandtoholdapart

ofitasgentleasshecould.Joshuagroaned,those

softhandswrappedaroundhisd*ckwassomething

hehadalwayswishedfor.Hemutteredacurse.



Joshua:fuck!Holditsteadyanddirectitinsidebaby...

Sheheldhisd*ckinhersmallhands,shelowered

herselfontoit,inchbyinchreleasingasoftmoan.

Feelingthatsamefeelingshehad.Shewasalready

fullbutshelookeddownanditwasn’tallin.She

didn’tknowhowitwassupposedtolooklike..

Joshuagroanedandheheldherwaist.Herwarmth

kepthim captive.Heshouldprobablytakecontrol

andteachherwhenheismorealert.Hejustwanted

hertoorgasm thenhesleeps.

Heflippedthem andshewasonherbackwithhim

ontopofher.Hekissedherneck.

Joshua:I’lltrytobebegentleokay?

Hestartedtoslowfuckhertilltheybothcameatthe

sametime.Heremainedinsideofherforafew

minutesbeforeheslidoutandkissedherneck.He

cuddledher.



Joshua:Goodnightbabe..

HeclosedhiseyeswhileMarangremainedwide

awakeinhisarms.Thiswasgettingnicerand

pleasurableeachandeverytime.Shesighed.She

wasn’tevensleepy...

.

.

.

*

*

*
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Thefollowingmorning

AtMarang’soldhome,Russelandhisgoons

prowledaroundthearea.Theyhadsenttheirmento

lookaroundthewholecity.Therewasnosignofher

unlessshewasmovedtoanotherareabecauseof

whathappened.

Oneofhismenwalkedtohim.

Man:Wesearchedandlookedaroundwithoutraising

anysuspicions.Sheisnothere.

Russelsighed.Soshedisappearedlikethat?Just

likethat?

Russel:Noonecandisappearlikethat?Sheis

perfectandwouldmakealotofmoney.Sheis



probablygrownupandwewouldneverrecognize

her.

Man:Weshouldgiveupboss.

Russel:Notyet,Ihaveafeelingthatwewillfindher.I

don’tknowhowbutwewillfindher.

Hekickedthestonebeforehewalkedtohiscarand

gotinside.Helookedatthehouseonelasttimeand

droveoff.

Hismengotinanothercarandtheydroveoff

leavingbehindadustytrail.

AtJoshua’shouse

Joshuabrushedhishairgettingreadyforwork.He

wasinhisscrubsandhehadhisstethoscope

aroundhisneck.

Joshua:Sweetness?



Marangturnedtofacehim pushingherhairback.

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:I’m goingtowork,ifyouneedanythingjust

call.

Marang:Okay.Haveagoodday.

Hewalkedtothebedandkissedher.

Joshua:Sorryaboutyesterday,I’llmakeituptoyou.

Marang:Okay..

Theysharedanotherkiss,thisonelongeras

Marang’shandswrappedaroundhisneckwiththe

stethoscopedanglingbetweenthem.Joshuabroke

thekissandsmiled.

Joshua:I’m goingtobelateli’lmama.Iloveyouokay?

Marang:Iloveyoutoo.

Herubbedhercheek,kissedherforeheadand



walkedout.Marangstretchedherbodyandstarted

planningherdayinherhead.Shepickedherphone

upanditwasjustafewminutesafterseven.

Shejustcoveredherselfwiththeblanketandwent

backtosleep.

AtPrison

Lebosatinhercellasshethoughtaboutheractions.

WhatvendettadidshehaveagainstMarangorwas

shejusttoobitterabouthersisterbeingbetterthan

herineveryaspectthatshetransferredthat

bitternessontothechild?

Sherubbedherchest.Shejustruinedherwhole

future,insteadofprotectingherlikehermother

wishedshewould,shesoldherandnowtheyare

afterher.



Hereyesscannedthefourwalledcell,sheprotected

them becauseshethoughttheywouldgetherout

andeversinceshewasarrested,Maranghasnot

passedby.Itdawnedonherthatshewasthatevil

person.Sellingyourownnieceforyourownpersonal

gain,shereallydiddeservetodiehere.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangtookouthislaundry,hedidshowherhowto

usethewashingmachineandshewasmakinglunch

too.Maybesheshouldgivehim lunch?

Shewillsee.Shesearchedhistrouserpocketsso

thatshewillbeabletoloadthem intothewashing

machine.Shefrownedasshetookoutasmallbox

from thepantshewaswearingthedaybeforeher

birthday.Herheartskippedabeatassheopenedthe

smallblackbox.Shegaspedsoftlyandclosedit,

slowlyputtingthepantsdown.



Shelookedattheboxandputherhandsoverher

head.Sheputtheboxonthedressingtableand

pickedtheclothesputtingthem inthewashing

machinebeforeshewalkedbacktothebedroom.

Shepickedtheboxsittingdownonthecarpet

againstthebed.Sheopeneditagainandclosedit,

placingherheadonherknees.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtJoshua’shouse

Afterwhatseemedlikeaneternitysheplacedthe

boxawayinoneofhisdrawers.Shetriedtopretend

shedidn’tspendhoursthinkingaboutwhathis

intentionswere.Shewasalreadydonewithlunch

andthelaundry.

Shedidn’twanttocallanyoneandtalkaboutthis,

shesighedandsatonthebed.Hermindreverted

backtotheringshesawintheblackvelvetbox.She

knewwhatthatmeant,shewasn’tthatdumb.She

ranherhandsthroughherbraidsthinkingabout

whatherresponsewouldbeifhewastoaskher.

Shedidn’twanttohurthim inanyway.Shecould

neverdothat.Shedecidedtogotakeabath.



AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelosatinfrontofherlaptopresearchingabout

availablecourse.Onlyamonthwasleftforthe

BGCSEresultstobereleasedandshejusthoped

shehadA*sandnothingelseonthoseresults.

Herphonebeepedandshecheckedthemessage.It

wasTheo.Sherepliedhim andplacedthephone

down.Sheclosedthelaptop.SheknewthatTheo

lovedherandalthoughyesterdayhedidn’tsaya

thingsheknew.

Sheshookherhead.Theywereoverandshewasn’t

abouttostringhim along,knowingverywellthather

familydoesn’tevenlikehim eversincetheaccident

althoughitwasnothisfaultinanyway.Herphone

beepedagain.



Theo:AreyoufreeonSaturday?

Phemelo:Yes(textingback)

Theo:Canwemeet?

Sheplacedherphononherlapandthoughtaboutit.

Theywerejustfriendsnowandbesideshewouldbe

leavingforschoolinafewweeksandsheguessed

shewillneverseehim againafterthatandshe

wasn’tsureiftheywillkeepupwiththis

communication.Shehonestlydidnotwanttolead

him oninanywayandgivehim ideasthatthey

wouldgetbacktogether.

Phemelotextedhim backandswitchedoffher

phone.Shecouldn’twaitforMarangtocomeback

andtellheraboutalltheprogressshehasmadeso

far.Shewassoproudofherselfthatshewas

healing.Slowlybutsurely.Maybeinafewyearsshe

willhavetheconfidencetowalkaroundwithoutthe

prostheticlegandstillfeelwholeandnormal.Like

sheishuman.



Atthehospital

Marangheldthelunchboxassheremovedherhat.

Maunwaswaytoosunnyandshejustnavigatedher

wayheresinceitwasawalkingdistancefrom

Joshua’shouse.

Shegreetedthestaffasshemadeherwaytohis

office.Thestaffrecognizedherfrom thedaybefore

whenshehadshownupwithDrColton.

InherlightpinkdressandsandalsMarangknocked

onhisofficedoor.Itwastherightoneright?She

knockedagaintillhesaidcomein.

Sheopenedpartofthedoorandpeakedinside.He

hadhisheaddownwritingwhateverthathewas

writing.



Maranggotinsideandclosedthedoorbehindher.

Marang:hi...

Helookedupandsmiled.

Joshua:Heyyou,thisisanicesurprise.

Marang:Youdidn’teatthismorning.Ibroughtlunch.

Joshua:AndIcangetusedtothis,mightneed

desserttooshortlyafterlunch.

Marang:Ishouldmakedessert?Ididn’tknow..okay

nexttimeI’llmakedessert.

Joshuathrewhisheadbacklaughing.

Joshua:MarangBathong!(shakinghishead)youdon’t

needtomakedessert.

Shewaslost.

Marang:Butyousaidyoumightwantdessert.Ididn’t

makedessert.

Joshua:Youhavealottolearnbaby,comesithere..

Shewalkedtohim andplacedthelunchboxonthe



deskalongwithherhatthensatonhislap.

Joshua:whatdidyoumakeforme?

Marang:uhm kerice,disaladslekoko.Disharpo?

Joshua:Isthechickenfried?

Marang:Igrilledit,Ithink...

Hekissedthetopofherhead.Itwasnormalforher

tonotremembersomethingeventhoughshedidit

butsherememberedmoststuffandthatwasallthat

mattered.Hestillhadtoseewhichcontraceptive

methodwillworkonherandhehadtowriteout

anotherprescriptionofherADHDmeds.Hellshe

neededanotherappointmentandtocheckinwith

hertherapist.

Joshua:IthinkI’m goingtoenjoythismeal...

Heopenedthelunchboxandthearom ofthefoodhit

hisnostrilsandhegaveherawetcheekkiss.

Joshua:Thankyoubaby..

Marang:welcome.



Shewatchedhim eatashefedherafewspoonfuls

herethere.Oncehewasdone,heclosedthe

lunchbox.

Marangwipedthecornerofhislips.

Marang:Better.Youarefull?

Joshua:Yes.Thankyou..

Marang:Youneedtoalwayseat,especiallysinceyou

worknightshifts.

Joshua:Youareasweetheart.

Marang:Icangonowakere?

Joshua:Ngng,Iwantdessert.

Marangwasstillperplexedaboutthat.

Marang:I’llmakedessertnexttime..

Helaughedashishandslippedunderneathher

dress.Hepulledherpantiesdownandshelookedat



him,herbreathgettingcaughtupinherthroat.

Joshua:That’sthedessertIwantbabygirl...

Marang:Ok..

Hepushedthestuffthatwasonthetableasideand

pickedherupplacingheronthetable.Hekissedher

lipsholdingherneck.

Joshua:Don’tbetooloudokay?

Shenoddedandhecontinuedpullingherpanties

down.Heplacedthepantiesonhisofficechairand

gotbetweenherlegs.

Atthelodge

RraJoshuasatdowntalkingwithhiswifeabout

Joshua’srequest.

MaJosh:Itiswonderfulbuthonestlysheisboundto

makemistakes.



RraJosh:That’swhatIsaidabouttheissue.It’sa

hugecommitmenttoplaceonher.

MaJosh:Butifsheisreadytomarryhim,shewilldo

so.Wecan’tstandagainstyounglove.

RraJosh:wearenot,whateverthatmakesthem

happyright?

MaJosh:yes,wecanonlysupportthem butMarang

wouldbealovelydaughter-in-law..

RraJosh:sheislovelyalready.

MaJosh:thosetwowouldgivemebeautiful

grandkids.ImagineababythatlookslikeJoshua

andhasMarang’slovelyeyes.Acutiepie.

RraJosh:yohyoh!

MaJosh:Thinkaboutit,evenifsheistofallpregnant

rightnowshecouldevenbringthegrandchildhere

whileshecontinueswithschool.

RraJosh:womanyoh!

MaJosh:Iftheyeverdecidetohavekids,I’lllook

afterthem.Imisshavinganewborninthehouse.



RraJosh:Saraisnoteven8yet.

MaJosh:sheisnotanewbornisshe?ExactlyandI

don’twantmorekidsbutIwouldwelcome

grandchildrenanytime.

RraJoshshookhisheadlaughing.

Atthehospital

Maranggaspedmoaningashewentdeeper.Her

armswerearoundhisneckashemovedhiswaist.

Adoorknockinterruptedthesession.

Joshua:Shh..whoisit?

Same:Ibroughtthefiles..

Joshua:Iam kindofbusyrightnow..comebacklater.

HekissedMarang’sneckashethrustedinandout



ofherandamoanescapedherlips.

Same:Itisreallyimportant.

Joshua:Later...

Hishandheldtightlyontoherhipsasheincreased

hispaceandMarangletgohalfscreamingwhile

moaning.Hecameinsideofherasherhead

droppedlowonhisshoulder.Theybothbreathed

hardandheslidout.Hekissedherneckandpulled

away.Hefoundwipeinhisdrawersandwipedher

cleanbeforehefoundherpantiesandpulledthem

upherlegs.

Joshua:Iloveyou..

Shenoddedashekissedheragain.

Joshua:Shouldwegobackhometogether?

Marang:Willthatbeokaywithyou?

Joshua:YesandIdowanttoshowyouaroundthe

hospital.Wearestilllookingatyourcareeroptions



akeremylove?

Marang:Thatwouldbenice..

Joshua:Andwegettobuysupper...

Marangpusheddownherdressandlookedathim

withasmallsmile.

ThedooropenedandSamewalkedinholdingthe

files.JoshuaandMaranglookedatherasshe

placedthefilesdownonthedesk.Shesuckedina

breath.Theofficereekedofsex.

Joshua:Youshouldlearntoknocknexttime.Thank

you.

ShewalkedoutandMaranglookedathim.

Joshua:I’m stillonmylunchbreak,yougood?

Marang:Yes..

Hepickedherupandplacedherdownonherfeet.



Hegotthestethoscopeandplaceditaroundher

neck.

Marang:Thisissocool,howdoesitwork?

Joshua:Placeitonyourearandthatlargepartplace

itonmyheart.

Shedidandsheheardhisheartbeat.

Joshua:That’smyheartbeatbeatingforyou..

Sheblushedkeepingitonhischestandstoodonher

toestotrytokisshim.Helaughedwhenshecouldn’t

reachhislevel.

Joshua:Letmehelpyouwiththat.

Heloweredhisheadandkissedhergentlybefore

breakingthekiss.

Joshua:Youhavenoideahowhappyyoumakeme

Marang.IhavenocontrolofmyactionsbecauseI

loveyousomuch.YoumakemeweakandIhate

beingweak.



Hepushedherbraidsasidehisbighandholdingher

cheek.

Joshua:Idon’tthinkwordswillcompare.

JustthenMaranglookedintohiseyes.Hewasthe

onlysafehavenshehaseverknown.Wouldsherisk

losinghim andherwholeworldfallsapartatthe

seamsbecauseofsomethingsolittle.Aminordetail.

Sheplacedherhandontopofhisandsmiled.

Marang:Yes.

Joshua:I’m notfollowing..

Marang:Yes.Iwillmarryyou.

Joshuawasdumbstruckaswordsfailedhim.She

willmarryhim?

Marang:IfoundtheringwhenIwasdoingthe

laundry.Somyanswerisyes...



Joshualetgoofher,walkingawaytorubhischin.

Hewantedthisbutheneverexpectedittobelike

this.

Marang:orit’snotmine?

Herheartracedatthatthought.Maybeshewastoo

youngandhegotwantedhewantedandthering

wasnothersright?Thesethingshappenandthis

mightbeherfirstheartbreak.

Joshua:No,no.It’syours...justthatIwantedtodoit

right.Comehere..

Shewalkedtowardshim andhepickedherup.She

letoutalittlescream andlaughed.

Joshua:YouwanttobeMrsColton?

Marang:Iwanttostudymedicine..

Joshuachuckled.

Joshua:Serious?



Marang:Mhmm..

Joshua:WehaveaDrColtoninourhands..

Shelaughedasheputherdownonherfeetandshe

adjustedthestethoscopearoundherneck.

Joshua:ThenIshouldshowyouaroundthen..

Heheldherwaistastheywalkedoutofhisoffice.

Hekissedherneck.

Joshua:Thankyouokay?

Marang:Iloveyou.

Joshua:Iloveyoumorebaby..

*

*

*
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AtSunshineOrphanage

Marangwaswokenupbyoneofthecaregivers.She

hasbeensleepinganditwasalreadynoon.

Sherubbedhereyesasshelookedatthelady.

Marang:isitmorningalready?(yawning)

Caregiver:It’salreadynoon,wabatliwa

kontle(Someoneislookingforyououtside)

Marang:(rubbinghereyes)okay.Good

afternoon.(smiling)

Thecaregiversmiledshakingherheadandwalked

out.Maranggotoutofbedandstretchedherbody.



Hermindwasstillfuzzyasshewalkedtothe

bathroom whereshewashedherface.

Minuteslatershewalkedbackintotheroom and

changedoutofherpajamas.Sheslippedintooneof

herlongdressesandwalkedoutwiththedoekstill

onherhead.Shesawthekidsplayingoutsidewhile

somewatchedtv.Sheusuallyhelpedwiththehome-

worksoftheolderkidswhowereatschoolatthis

time.

ShesawPhemelosittingononeofthechairsunder

thetree.

Marang:Hey..

Phemelo:Youjustwokeup?

Marangrubbedhereyes.

Marang:Yes...

Phemelo:Whendidyousleeplastnight?

Marang:around8...I’m tiredyoh.



Phemelo:Didyoustudy?

Marang:fortheMCAT?Ishouldbestudyingright

nowtlhemma.It’sbeingwrittenafewweeksfrom

nowandIneedittosecuremyspotkothemedical

school.

Phemelo:WhattheColtonsaredoingforyouis

beautiful.

Marangsmiled.

Marang:Ididn’tknowthattheywouldsponsorme,

thatmeansIwillworkfortheirhospital.

Phemelo:That’sgood.Youdidreallywell.

Marang:thankyou...Gakeiseketlhapetlhemma(I

haven’tbathed)

Phemelo:Gotakeabath..

Marang:Okay.Ialsowanttogosomewhere,willyou

gowithme?

Phemelo:Where?

Marang:tocheckmygranny’shouse..

Phemelo:Don’tbetoolong.



Marangnoddedandwalkedtohouse.Shegotinside

thebedroom andcheckedherphone.Shehad

missedcallsfrom herfiancée.Itfeltsogoodsaying

that.Shealwaysputtheringintheboxeverytime

shesleptandworeitonceshewascleanand

relaxed.

Shecalledhim back.

Marang:Baby..

Joshua:Sweetnesswhyweren’tyouansweringyour

phone?

Marang:Ijustwokeup.

Joshua:What’swrong?MaabaneIwassupposedto

helpyoukaboninetopreparefortheMCAT..

Marang:IfellasleepJoshua,nekesadirekabomo(it

wasn’tintentional)

Joshua:Okay.I’llbedoneby3pm thissideandIwill

helpyou,don’tfallasleeptlhemma.



Marang:Eerra.

Joshua:Good,IloveyouDrColton.

Marangsmiled.

Marang:Soulequal.

Joshua:BabyIhavetogo,don’tfallasleepandI’ll

calllater..

Marang:Eerra(softly)

Joshua:Don’tdothatbaby..

Marang:what?

Joshua:You’refarandIcan’tdoanything..

Marang:ShouldIgothere?

Joshua:I’llbetherekaweekend..

Marang:Can’twait,Ihavetotakeabath..

Joshua:okay.Bye.

Shehungupandplacedthephonedown.



AtMaun

Atthehospital

Sameknockedonthedoorandshewastoldtowalk

inside.

Joshua:Takeaseat.

SamesatdownandfacedJoshua.

Joshua:Samewearecolleaguesandworktogether,

theattitudeyouaregivingmeshowsmethatyou

mighthaveanissuewithme.Whatisitthat

offendedyou?

Same’smouthwentdryandshebroughtherhands

together.Washerattitudethatbadthathewanted

toaddressit?

Joshua:Anything?Becausefrom hereonIexpect

professionalism sincetherearenoissues.



Same:Noneatall.

Joshua:Good.Youcanwalkout.Thankyou.

Shestoodupandwalkedout.Samebreathedinand

out.Shewastryingsohard.Toohard.

Joshualeanedbackinhischair.Hethoughtof

callingMarangagainbutheletitgo.Hedialedhis

mother’snumber.

MaJosh:Hello..

Joshua:Motherhi,haveyouseenMarangrecently?

MaJosh:Shewashereaweekago.

Joshua:isshesickoranything?

MaJosh:sheisgood.Okayeven.

Joshuafrowned.

Joshua:Okay.Thankyouma.

MaJosh:welcomeandbye.



Shehungupandherubbedhischin.

AtSunshineOrphanage

Marangworehersunhatandwalkedoutsideholding

herphoneandthekeys.Ithasbeenovertwoyears

sinceshehadbeeninthathouse.Asmuchasthey

weretoopoorforanything,thatwaswhereshehad

livedwithhergrandmother.Shewouldbesoproud

rightnow.Shealwayswishedshewoulddowellin

schoolandtheydidn’tevenknowshehadADHD

from ayoungage.

Marang:Phem weshouldtakeataxi,you’llgettired

ontheway.

Phemelonoddedasshestoodup.Theywalkedout

oftheorphanageandminuteslatertheywerebythe

taxistop.Phemelohailedataxiandtheygotinside.

PhemelojustheldMarang’shandandMarang

squeezedherhand.Shewasgoingtogetoverthis



oneday.Marangunderstoodthat.

Assoonasthetaxistoppedinfrontoftheyard

Marangfrozeandherheartracedrecognizingthe

carintheyard.PhemeloslappedMarang’sthigh.

Phemelo:Marangweshouldgetoutandcheckthe

house,wearrived.

Marang’seyeswelledwithtearsasshesawtheman

whoruinedherwholechildhood.Hewasn’tlooking

atthetaxi.

Marang:Driveoff,retladuelaspecial...

ThetaximandidsoandthatwaswhenRussel

turnedonlyforthedusttobeleftbehind,itwas

probablynoone.

Russelandhismenlookedaround.Soshewas

reallygone?

Russel:It’sofnouse.



Man:Wewillgetothergirls,wealreadyhavegirls

workingforuswillinglysoweshouldletthisone

slide.

Russel:Oluckygore...

Hegotinsidehiscarandhismendidso.

Attheprison

Lebosatonachairintheinterrogationroom.

Lebo:I’lltalk,Ihavenothingtolivefor.

.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#67

Inthetaxi

PhemelolookedatMarangwhowasnowsilentand

holdingbacktears.

Phemelo:Marangwhat’swrong?

Marangshookherheadandputherhandoverher

mouth.Theywerestillthere,lookingforher?

Thetaximanlookedatthetwogirlsattheback.

Taximan:WhereshouldIgonow?

Phemelodirectedhim backtoSunshineOrphanage

andminuteslateritwasparkedinfrontoftheyard.

PhemelosearchedherpocketsforthatextraP50



andgaveittothedriver.Theywastedhistimeand

energy.

Phemelo:Marang??Wearehome...

Shegotoutfirstandabsentmindedlygotout.As

soonasthecardroveoff,Marangstartedtoshake

likealeafinatreeduringawindystorm.

Phemelo:Marangwhat’swrong?

InMarang’sheadalltheburiedmemoriescame

back,howshescreamedforhelpandnoonehelped.

Howthatmangothiswaywithherandshewas

luckyhedidn’tmoveontoanotherpartofher.Fat

tearsrolleddownhercheeksasallthepaincame

backtenfoldandherhandsubconsciouslymovedto

herbutt,recallingeverylittledetail.

Phemelojustheldherhand,leadinghertothehouse.

Hermindwasnotthereandshewascrying.Itwas

likeshewasrememberingsomethingthat

completelysetheroff.



ShemadeMarangsitdownandlookedather.

Phemelo:Marangwhat’swrong?Talktome?

Moretearsrolleddownhereyesbutshedidn’tmake

asound.

Phemelo:Rangz?

OneofthecaregiverswalkedoutandfoundMarang

crying.

Caregiver:Marang?What’swrong?

Marang’slipsquiveredandthatfirstsobescaped

herlips,breakinghersilentcrysobbedintoher

hands.Itwouldalwaysbethereright?Thatconstant

reminderthatshewasrapedandwasworthytobe

soldandrapedwhenherauntwaspresent.Thatshe

hadbeenreducedtonothingbutanobject.Thatshe

usedtobesohelplessandthatthemanmightmeet



heryearslaterandshewillstillbreakdownlikeshe

justdid.

Marang:I-Iwanttosl-sleep(shakyvoice)

Itwasstillunbelievablethatshesawtheguy.Out

thereroamingthestreets,iftheyhaddecidedto

walkandhetookher,whatwouldbeofher?Shewas

anorphanandJoshuawastoofartodoanything.

Sheslowlystoodupandwalkedtotheroom.

Marangandthecaregiverlookedateachother.

Phemelo:Wewereinataxionthewaytoher

grandmother’shousethenwesawmenandtheir

carsparkedintheyard.That’swhenshefrozeand

startedtocry..

Caregiver:Wewillhearwhatshesaystomorrow,we

shouldgivehertime.

Phemelo:Probably.



Caregiver:Letmemakesureyouareinataxi.

Phemelosmiledandthankedher.Didshehave

moneytogetataxi?

Phemelo:wait...

Shewalkedtotheroom whereMarangwascurled

intoaballandsobbing.Shesniffed.

Phemelo:Rangzwhat’swrong?

Shedidn’tanswerherandPhemelolookedfor

Marang’swallet.

Phemelo:I’m takingP20forataxi,ketlaabusa...

Marangpulledthepillowclosetoherchestas

Phemelowalkedout.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelosentatextthatshewashomesafebutshe



couldn’thelpbutwonderwhatitisthattriggered

Marang’scryingepisode.

Phemelofoundthenannyandherbabybrotherin

thehouse.Herparentswereworkingandshejust

madeherwaytothebedroom.ShecalledTheowho

answeredimmediately.

Phemelo:Hello?

Theo:HiPhem,howareyou?

Phemelo:I’m good.Ihaveaquestion.

Theo:Shoot..

Phemelo:Howdoyoutalktosomeonewhokeeps

whattheyfeelprivate.Likemyfriendokaytheonly

friendIhave,kanashewentthroughsomething

traumaticandshenevertalksaboutit.Todaywe

werefineandjikijikishestartscryingandwon’ttalk.

Theo:giveherspace...

Phemelo:Ireallywanttobethereforher.Space

sometimesmightnotbethebestthingtogive

someonewhentheyaregoingthroughshit.Youdie



aslowdeathstartingwithlonelinessthen

contemplatingsuicide.Peoplebeingaroundmight

showthattheystillcare..

Theo:Youhaveapoint.Idon’tknowtotaPhem.

Phemelosighedandpushedherhairback.

Phem:I’llthinkofsomething.Howareyouandhow

isschool?

Theo:Dunnyyoumentionedschool...

Hestartedtotellheraboutwhathasbeengoingon

atschoolasshelaughedsoftlyholdingthephone.

AtSunshineOrphanage

Marang’sphonerangoverandoveragain.Bythis

timehereyeswereredandpuffy,shewassureher

voicewasdryassand.Shedidn’thavetheenergyto

talkandthoselowerabdomenpainsmustbeher

periodpains.Sherubbedherabdomen.Shedidn’t



evenhavethestrengthtogetoutofbedandweara

padjustincase.

Herphonerangagainandshefinallypickedupthe

annoyingmobiledevice.

Marang:Hello..

Joshua:Mara-babywhat’swrong?

Marang’seyesfilledwithtearsonceagainandher

lipstrembled.

Joshua:Sweetheartareyouthere?

Marangnodded.

Joshua:Baby?

Asobescapedherlipsandsheendeduphangingup

beforehecouldsayaword.Sherubbedherstomach

andturnedtorubitagain.Herperiodpainsweren’t

thisintensebutfrom thetimeshestartedher

periodsSeeletsohadalwaystoldherthatothergirls

getsevereperiodpainssomaybethiswasoneof

thepains.



Sherubbeditandclosedherswollenredeyesasher

phonerangagain.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtSunshineOrphanage

Thephonekeptonringingandsheopenedhereyes

tohittheanswerbuttononceagain.

Joshua:Babywhat’swrong?Don’thanguponme..

Shewipedhertearsandtriedtospeakbutnowords

cameout.

Joshua:Sweetnessrelaxandtalktome..

Marang:I-Isa-saw(crying)them-manwh-whoRa-

rapedme.

Joshuawassilentattheotherendofthelineashe

tookthenewsin.Theyneededtonotifytheofficer

whowasheadingthecaseaswellasMrsThuso.

Joshua:Where?



Marang:Gr-mmaiye’splace..

Joshua:Babylistentome,trytorest.Iwilldealwith

itfrom thisside.

Marang:kenaledippgape...

Joshua:Takeapainkillerandplaceahotwaterbottle

overyourtummy.Waitonaledipp?Youneverhave

periodpainsbutdoasIsayokay?

Shenoddedwipinghertears.

Joshua:IloveyouandrestSweetness.I’lldealwithit.

I’m hangingupokay?Iloveyou...

Hehungupandsheplacedherhandsonhertummy

sniffing.Hesaidpainkillersandahotwaterbottle.

Shejustdidn’twanttogetoutofbed.

AtJoshua’splace



JoshuadialedMrsThuso’snumberwhoanswered

immediately.

MrsThuso:Hello..

Joshua:Dumelang.Uhm wehaveaproblem.

MrsThuso:I’m listening..

Joshua:Marangsaysshejustsawthemanwho

rapedheryearsagoathergranny’shouse.

MrsThuso:I’m headingtotheorphanagerightnow

okay?

Joshua:Thankyouandalertthepoliceaboutthis.

MrsThuso:Thankyou..

ShehungupandJoshuacheckedthetime.Hehada

patienttoattendinafewminutesbuthecalled

Marang.Itrangunansweredformorethanaminute

tillshepickedup.

Joshua:Baby?

Marang:I’m sleeping,mytummyhurtsandIhavea

headache.



Joshua:Didyoutakethepills?Anddidyouplacea

hotwaterbottleonyourtummy?

Marang:Gobotlhoko.I’m sleeping..

Hesighed.

Joshua:Okaymylove.RestandIwillcalllater.

Shenoddedandhehungup.

Marangclosedherswolleneyeswithaheavyheart

andherhandsaroundherstomach.Shewantedto

justsleep.Botswanawassuchasmallcountryand

shehatedthefactthatshemightseethemanwho

defiledheranywhereandhemightstealheraway

from hercurrentlife.

Hersmallhandskneadedhertummyandshe

groanedwithhereyesclosed.

TwohourslaterMrsThusowasattheorphanage

withthepoliceladywhowashandlingMarang’s



case.

Amantle:Andwehavenewdevelopmentsonthe

casetoo.ItwillbebetterifItellyouwithMarang

present.

MrsThuso:Thatwillbeokay,Ijusthopethatsheis

fine..

Shegreetedthecaregiver.

MrsThuso:WhereisMarang?

Caregiver:Inthebedroom,shewascryingwhenshe

wasbackherewithherfriendPhemelo.Phemelo

alsodoesn’tknowwhat’swrong?

MrsThuso:Poorthing.Thankyou.

MrsThusoandAmantlemadetheirwaytothe

bedroom whereMarangwasfastasleepbutthere

wasanironysmellintheroom.

MrsThuso’snosecrinkledasshewalkedtothebed,

theyshouldopenthewindowsmore.Sheshook



Marangwhofinallyopenedhereyes.Theywere

almostclosingasshelookedatMrsThusobefore

shefrownedfeelingthewetnessonthebedandhow

stickyherlegswere.Itwasn’tlikethiswhenshefell

asleep.

MrsThuso’sheartbrokeseeingMarang’sswollen

eyesandredface,shelookedsohelplessandsad.

Theyneededtogetthiscaseoveranddonewith,the

poorchildhasbeenthroughalot.

MarangpulledbacktheblanketsandMrsThuso

gasped.Thatwaswheretheironlikesmellcame

from.Thatwasalotofblood.Marang’sheartraced

asshelookedattheblood,itwastoomuchandit

wasalloverherpinkdressandonthesheets.Her

lipsquiveredagain.Whatwaswrongwithher,of

courseshecouldstainherselfwhenherperiod

startedbutthiswasalotofblood,toomuchthatit

scaredher.

MrsThuso:Marangareyouokay?



Sheshookherheadasshegotoutofbedwithtears

inhereyes.Shewasstickyandbloodyandasob

escapedherlips.MrsThusolookedatthesheets,

thiswastoomuchbloodunless...

MrsThuso,weshouldtakeyoutothehospital..Take

abathmydearandwewilltakeyouthere.

Sheslowlywalkedtothewardrobewhereshegot

hertoiletriesandtowelthenwalkedouttobathroom.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtSunshineOrphanage

Marangwalkedbackintothebedroom andthe

sheetswerechangedandalsotheblankets.Shesat

onthebedandrubbedhereyes.Shedidn’thavethe

energytoreallygoanywhere.Shewantedtosleep

andescapetherealityoflifeevenifitwasjustfora

fewhours.Shesighedandwalkedtothemirror.Her

eyeswerepuffyandshelookedsosad.Sherubbed

herstomachandwalkedtothewardrobe.Shetook

outapairofpantiesandapadbeforesheheaded

backtothebathroom.

Whenshecameback,shedressedupinwarm

clothesandpickedtheringfrom thevelvetbox.She

woreitandsmiled.Afterthattimeshehadsaidyes,



weekspassedbeforeheofficiallyproposedtoher.It

wasbeautiful.Allthosedoubtsshehad,werewiped

clean.Thismanhadnothingbutgoodintentionsfor

herlifeandwaswillingtosharehiswholelifewith

her,amerenoone.Ifthatwasn’tthepurestform of

loveshedidn’tknowwhatwaslovethen.

Sheplacedherhandoverherbeatingheart.Loveso

pure,untaintedandfragile.Itwastheirsanddespite

theiragedifference,heropinionmeantalottohim.

Shesighedandpickedherphonewalkingoutofthe

bedroom.Theheadachewasstilltherebutshewas

goingtothehospital.Todaywasjustmessedupand

seeingthatmanthrewheroff.

Shemadeherwaytotheloungeandthetwoladies

lookedather.

MrsThuso:Marangyourememberher?

Shenodded.Amantlenoticedtheshinypieceof

jewelryonherfinger.Thatdidn’tlooklikeanycheap

ring,itlookedquitepricey.



MrsThuso:Wecangoandwe’llaskquestionsonthe

way.

Marangnodded.Amantlehadtoadmitshelooked

sadanditmustbethetraumacomingback.People

whohadatraumaticchildhoodneverfullyrecover

from that.

TheywalkedtoMrsThuso’scarandAmantleleftthe

policecarshehadcomewith.Marangsatdownand

rubbedherstomach.

Amantle:Maranghey.

Marang:hi...

Hervoicewaslowandcoarse.Probablyfrom the

crying.

Amantle:MrsThusotoldmewhathappened.

Joshuamust’vetoldher,hesaidhewilldealwithit.



Amantle:Canyoumindtellinguswhathappened?

Marangbreathedinandstartedtotellthem,wiping

tearsinbetweenasMrsThusodrovetothehospital.

Whenshewasdone,theyhadarrivedandMrsThuso

sympatheticallylookedather.Shehadbeenthrough

alotandthatmanwasjustablastfrom thepastshe

didn’twanttoremember.

Justthenherphonerangandsheanswered.

Joshua:Heybabyhowareyoufeeling?

Marang:MrsThusobroughtmetothehospital.

Joshuapausedashetookofhisstethoscopeathis

house.Hewasdonefortheday.

Joshua:What’swrongsweetheart?

Marang:Idon’tknow.IfoundalotofbloodwhenI

wokeup..

Joshua:Blood?

Marang:Eerra..



Joshuasatdownonthecouch.Blood?Cramps?

Marangsleepingalotallofasudden?

Joshua:Tellmewhatthedoctorsaysokaybaby?

Marang:Ee.Bye.

Evenhervoicewasnothernormalone.

Joshua:Byebaby...

Hewasabouttohangupwhenaquestionpopped

up.

Joshua:Whichhospital..

Maranglookedaround.

Marang:Jubilee..

Joshua:Okay.Iloveyou.

Marang:Eerra.Bye.



Shehungupandplacedherphoneonherlap.

MrsThuso:Wecangoseeadoctororanurse..

MrsThusoandMaranggotoutofthecarwhile

Amantleoptedtostay.Theirconsultationwas

private.

MeanwhileJoshuacalledhismother.

Joshua:Hello..

MaJosh:Hi..

Joshua:WhenyoulastsawMarangwhatdidyou

meanthatshewasfineandmorethanokay?

MrsColtonsmiled.

MaJosh:whenlastdidyouseeMarang?

Joshua:It’sbeentwomonths,I’vebeenbusyandwe

callinsteadofvideochatting.



MaJosh:Herskinwassosmooth,Bathongotlonn-

Shepaused.Theybothdidn’tknowandMarangwas

tooyoungtoknoworevenrecognizethesigns.She

waswaitingforthebothofthem tofindout.

Joshua:Sheisgoingtobewhat?

MaJosh:stopquizzingmeandaskMarang..

Joshuasighed.Hismotherwasbeatingaroundthe

bushandhispatiencewaswearingout.

Joshua:Motherjusttalk..

MaJosh:I’m notyouragemateJoshua.

Joshua:Sorry..

MaJoshsighed.

MaJosh:Sheisglowinglikeapregnantwoman..

Joshua’sheartskippedabeat.Pregnant.Hedidn’t

wanttomakehimselfbelievethat.Pregnant...soif

sheispregnantthensh-



Hishandshookslightlyashebroughthisheaddown.

MaJosh:Joshua?Areyoustillthere?

Joshua:yeah.Byemom.

Hehungupandcoveredhisfacewithhishands.Not

hissweetnessandth-

Histhroatdriedupandshewasallalone.

Hestoodup,headingtothebedroom togetoutof

hisscrubs,maybehewasoverthinkingthingsbuthe

cango,evenifit’sasixhourdrivethere,hewillbe

therebeforemidnightandheisfastenough

probablyaround10pm...

Atthehospital



ThenurseassessedMarang,shedidn’twanttogive

afalsediagnosisbutshewasalreadysureofwhat

happened.

Maranglookedatthescreenwithafrown.Joshua

hadshowedherwhatthescreenwasfor.

ThenursegaveMarangasadlook.From everything

shehadsaidandfrom thisscanitwasquiteobvious

butshelookedclueless.Innocenteven,shefoundit

hardtobelieveshewaseven18.

Nurse:WellI’m sorrytobreakittoyou.

Maranglistenedattentively.

Nurse:Accordingtothescan,yourwombwas

carryingatwomontholdfetus.

Marang’seyeswidened.Afetus?Twomonths?She

usedpasttensetoo.



Nurse:Whathappenedearlierwasamiscarriage,you

lostthebabyafewhoursago.

MrsThusolookedatMarangtoseeherreaction.

Maranglookedatthenurse.

Marang:I-I...ababy?

Nurse:Yesmam,youmiscarried.Itisquitecommon

tomiscarryduringthefirsttrimesterbecausethat

timepregnancyisdelicateandtherearealotof

factorscancauseit,stresswhichoftencauseshigh

bloodinpregnantwomenbeingthecause.I’m sorry.

Maranghadnothingtosay.Thenurseanddoctor

lookedather,expectinghertocryorreactbutthere

wasnothing.Shekeptastraightfaceandnodded.

Nurse:Wewillcleanyouupandnosexfortwo

weeks.

Marangjustnoddedagainandthenursewalkedout.

MrsThusolookedatMarang.

MrsThuso:Marangit’sokaytocry,youlostachild.



Marang:Eemma..

MrsThusojustwaitedforMarangtoreactbutshe

didn’t.Herfacewasblank.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthehospital

Marangwascleanedupandgivenafewpills.She

satquietlyonthebed.Notsurewhattomakeofthis.

Shelookedatthephonenexttothestandand

sighed.Sheclosedhereyes,shewasspendingthe

nighther.Sheclosedhereyesandfellintoadeep

slumber.

Laterthatnight,Joshuadidn’tgobackhomefirst

anddecidedtogotothehospital.Maranghadnot

calledbackandhehadafeelinghisgutwasright.

Heaskedaroundbythereceptiontillhewastoldher

room number.



Thefatiguehefeltonhiswaydidn’tevenmatter

becausehehadtoseeherandseehowsheisdoing.

Hewalkedtoherroom andopenedthedoor.

Thereshewas,sleepingpeacefullywithherhand

beneathherhead,theringonherfinger.Heclosed

thedoorsoftlyandwalkedtothebed.Hesatonthe

edgeandlookedather.Youcouldtellhereyeswere

swollenandthatshewastired.Nowthatshewas

studyingfortheMCATandgoingtostudyabroad,

howwashegoingtobethereforherelikethatnow?

Heheldhersmallhandandrubbeditwhileshe

turned.Hekissedherhandandlookedather,she

mustbeexhaustedandhewashopingtohearfrom

heroranyoneaboutwhathappened.

MinuteslaterMarangturnedandopenedhereyes.

Hejustrubbedit.

Joshua:Heysweetness..



Marangtriedtositupright,thosepillsreallyknocked

herout.

Joshua:It’sokaybaby..

Hefixedthepillowsandhelpedhersitupright.Her

eyeswereallswollenandherubbedhercheek.

MaranglookedatJoshuaforafewminutesnot

sayinganythingandthatwaswhenitactuallyhitthat

she,shelosttheirbaby.

Sureshewasn’treadyforachildbecauseshewasa

childbuthewasgoingtobetheworkingparentwho

willgettostaywiththeirchildandimagineseeinga

Joshualookalike,tearsmadetheirwaytohereyes.

Shewasweak.Weakweakandcouldn’tevenkeepa

merefetus.

Joshua:Heybabetalktome,I’m here(softly)

Marang:Uhm..(pausingtowipehertears)thenurse

saysI-I..lostourbaby.



Joshuapulledhertohim andrubbedherback.

Marang:Ididn’tknowIwaspregnant.I’m sorry..

Joshua:Youhavenothingtobesorryabout...I’m here

okay?

Marangsighed.Hewastryingtobestrongforher

butitwasallherfault.Wheydidshedecidetogoto

mmaiye’splacetodayallofasudden.Sherubbed

herchestasheheldher.

Joshuawashurtbythefactthatsheapologizedfor

somethingshedidn’tevendo.Hedidn’twantthat,he

washereandithurtbuthecouldseeitwas

somethingshewouldnevermovefrom.

Hisheartbeatsoundedinhischestandmoretears

madeittohereyes,sherobbedhim thechanceof

beingafather.Wouldshemakeitashiswife?Alow

sobescapedherlips.

Joshua:I’m heresweetness...Weareinthistogether

okay?

Shenoddedandclosedhereyeswithtearsrunning



downhercheeks,wettingtheshirthewaswearing.

Onceshewasasleep,Joshuajustgotinthesmall

bedandspoonedher.Hersmallbreathsandhertiny

lipsslightlyapart.Helookedathersadly.Hispoor

babydidn’tknowandsheasshatteredaboutthe

factthatshelosttheirbaby.Hecouldimaginealittle

girlwhohadhercuteeyesandherlightskintone

runningaroundwhilemommywasinschoolorthem

goingtovisither.Thesharppaininhischestwas

somethinghehadignoredonhiswayherebutnowit

hadintensified.Heclosedhiseyes.

Thefollowingmorning

Hewokeupfirstandgotoutofbed.Hepushedher

hairbackasthedooropened.Anursewalkedinand

lookedathim.Joshuarubbedhishead.

Joshua:Hi..

Nurse:Hi..



Hewasn’thereyesterdaywhentheywereattending

tothepatient.Shewassuresheshoulddischarge

heraftercheckingonheragain.

Marangwokeupandshelookedaroundandsaw

Josh.Thatwaswhenherheartstoppedracing,he

didn’tleaveheralone.

Nurse:Onelastcheckupandyouaregoodtogo.

ThenursedidwhatshedidwhileJoshuawatched

from thesidelines.Heshouldletthenursedoherjob.

Marangkeepglancingathim forassurance.He

noddedandheldherhand.

Nurse:Iam done.

Marangnoddedandthenursewalkedout.

Joshua:I’m takingyouhomeokay?

Shenodded.

AtPhemelo’sparents



PhemelowokeupandtriedcallingMarangagain.It

wasn’tgoingthrough.Shereallywantedtoknow

whatwasgoingwithherdearfriend.Shewas

worriedabouther.

Shegotoutofbedandheadedtothebathroom.

AttheColtons

Joshuaknockedonthedoorandhismotheropened.

ShewassurprisedtoseeJoshuathereandMarang

lookedterrible.

Joshua:Himother..

MaranggreetedherandJoshualedMarangtohis

room sothatshecanrest.

Joshua:Wearmyshirtandgetintobedokay?Iwant

togotothepolicestation,I’llbebackalittlebitlater.



MarangnoddedasJoshuaopenedthewardrobeto

getherashirt.

Hekneeledinfrontofthebed.

Joshua:I’m notleavingyoualonesweetness..

Shenodded.Hekissedherforeheadandwalkedto

theshowertocleanupbeforeheadingtothepolice

station.Whenhegotoutshewasfastasleepwith

herhandsoverhertummy.

Joshua:I’m theonewhoissorry(whispering)

Hestartedgettingdressedandkissedhercheek

whenhewalkedout.

Hismotherlookedathim withquestionsinhereyes.

Hesighed.

Joshua:Welostthebaby..



Thatwasallhesaidbeforehewalkedoutofthe

houseandMaJoshcoveredhermouthwithher

hands.

Atthepolicestation

DaniwastalkingtoAmantleinherofficewhile

laughing.Shehadthirtyminutestobeatworkand

whatanicewaytogetlateaftertalkingtoherfriend.

AftertheJoshuasaga,herlovelifewasamessand

shehadgivenuponmen.Totally.

TherewasadoorknockandAmantlefrowned.It

wasearlythough.

Amantle:Comein..

JoshuawalkedinandDanituckedherhairbehind

herear.Sheknewshewashot,theglowupthathit

herwasmassive.Ithadbeenmorethanayearsince

hehasseenher.



Joshua:Hi..canwetalk?(lookingatAmantle)

Amantle:Sureaboutwhat?

Joshua:Thecase..

Amantlecheckedherwatch.

Amantle:We’lltalklaterokayfriend?

Dani:Sure.Joshuaitwasniceseeingyou.

Joshua:Same..

ShestoodupasJoshuasatdown,hiscolognefilling

theroom.Hewasclean,smartandlookinggood

evenbetterthanthelasttimeshesawhim.She

walkedoutleavingthem inAmmie’soffice.

Joshuaplacedhishandsonthetable.

Joshua:Abouthecase.

Amantle:Ididn’ttellMarangabutheraunttalkedand

wefinallyhavethenameoftheculprit,Marangcould



describethefacesothatweseeifitmatchesher

aunt’sdescription.

Joshua:Isee..

AttheColtons

Marangwokeupaloneinbedandshefoundfood

nexttothebedside.Sherubbedhereyesandlooked

atthefoodbeforetearsmadetheirwaytohereyes.

Shelaiddownagainandbroughtherkneestoher

chest,sobbingsoftly.Shewastooyoungforthis.

Thiswasn’thowherlifewassupposedtobelike.

ThedooropenedandJoshua’sheartbrokehearing

hersobs,shewashowingtomakeherselfsickwith

allofthiscrying.Hesatnexttoher.

Joshua:Babe?Sweetness.

Marang:I’m sorry.

Joshua:Don’tapologize,weareinthistogether.



Marang:Ialwayshaveproblemsandyoudon’tneed

myproblems.

Joshuaturnedherandmadeherlookathim.

Joshua:Whereisthiscomingfrom?

Marang:Youarealwaysstressedbecauseofme,you

don’tneedthat.

Joshua:Andyoudon’tknowwhatIneedMarang.I

loveyouandwoulddoanythingtoseeyouhappy.

YouarewhatIneed.BabyI’m alsohurtthatwelost

somethingpreciousbutthatdoesn’tmeantome

youareaburden.Istillwantyouandneedyoutobe

mywife.HowIloveyouiscrazybecauseifIwasto

everloseyouIwouldlosemymindMarang.Ke

ipheditsekawenagakeleha..

Hehuggedherandshesighedsoftlyagainsthis

chest.

Joshua:Babywhateverthathappensdon’tgiveupon

us.

.



.

*

*

*

FOURYEARSLATER

.

.

Iwillpostthesponsoredbonusinsertaftermy

morningtest.Thiswaslastnight’sinsert.



THEGAME

#71

AtToronto,Canada

TheaircraftlandedonthegroundandJoshua

lookedoutofthewindow.Helookedatthegold

bandonhisringfingerandleanedback.Oncethey

wereoutoftheaircrafthedraggedhisbagalongthe

runway,itwasabitchillybutnottoocold.Shehad

noideathathewascoming.Shesaidshewasbusy

withschoolandhadtousetheseEasterholidaysto

studyaheadsothatshedoesn’tstrugglewhenthey

openschoolsonceagain.

Hergradesaresomethinghewasproudofandthe

merefactthathiswifewasworkingveryhardwas

somethinganymanshouldbeproudof.Besideshe

hadasurpriseforher.



AtMarang’sapartment

Shelookedatthenegativepregnancytest.Shelast

sleptwithJoshalmostfourmonthsagoandshe

waitedtilltodaytocheck.Shesadlythrewthe

pregnancytestinthetrashcan.Shewalkedoutof

thebathroom andmadeherwaytothebedroom

wheresheopenedthedrawerthathadallher

supplementsandthefertilitypills.Shedidn’twhy

shecouldn’tfallpregnant.Theymadethejoint

decisiontotryayearagoforachildandshewas

readyforthat.Hewasalmostthirtyandshewas22

andleftwithonlyayeartofinishschool.Tearsmade

theirwaytohereyes.Shehasbeentakingthesefor

thepasteightmonthsandnothing.Hedidn’tknow

andwhensheknewhewasvisitingshewouldhide

them away.Shewipedhertearswithherthumband

sighed.

Shecheckedherphoneandcheckedhercycle.Her



periodswereirregularbutiftheywereregularshe

wouldbeovulatingtoday.Shetookoutthesmall

bottleandinjection.Itwouldn’thurttotakethe

injectionalongwiththepills.Maybeshewillbemore

fertileonceshegetsbacktoBotswanaandshewill

givehim achild.Thatwastheplan.Theywereboth

healthyandfertile,helltheywerecompatibleinall

aspectsandshedidn’tknowwhattheproblem was.

Theyoncemadeachildthatshelost.Sherubbed

hertummyasalonetearrolleddownhercheek.She

quicklywipeditandsniffed.

Sheremovedthetowelanddrewtheliquidfrom the

bottleusingthesyringe.Shegentlyputtheneedleon

herhipandsheyelpedabit,injectingitintoher

system.Sheclosedhereyesandoncethesyringe

wasemptysheremoveditandwenttothrowitin

thetrashcaninthebathroom.Sherubbedtheareaa

bitandstoodupgettingdressed.

Shepulledherweavebackandwalkedbarefootto



thesmallkitchentomakeahealthysnacktoeat.

Shemadechangestoherdietandeverything,she

wouldn’truinherchancesofconceivingforher

husband.Withthatshemadeherselfahealthy

snack.

MeanwhileJoshuawalkeduptotheelevator.She

wasgoingtobesurprisedhewassureofthatbuthe

missedher.Keepingupwiththislongdistance

relationshipwashardworkbuttheybothputinthe

effortbesideshehelpedherwithmostthings.

Includingherstudies..

Theliftstoppedandhewalkedout.Hesearchedhis

pocketsforthekeytotheonebedroom apartment.

Hedidn’tforgetitbackhomedidhe?Aah.Hefound

it.

Heputthekeyinthelockanditturned.Marang

frownedasshepickedupaknife,thiswasthe

safestapartmentever.Shewalkedtothedoor



holdingtheknifeandthedooropened.

JoshualiftedhishandsupasMarangpointedathim

withonehellofasharpknife.

Joshua:Whoalittlemama,it’sme..puttheknife

downbaby...

Shebreathedasighofreliefandplacedtheknife

down.Sherantohim andjumpedonhim ashe

caughther.

Joshua:Heysweetheart(deepvoice)

Marang:Hey,whydidn’tyoutellmeyou’recoming.

Joshua:BecauseIlovesurprisingyou.

Marang:That’swhyyoudidn’tanswerlastnight?

Joshua:Yesmam..

Marang:Bummer,Iwantedtoputonastripteasefor

you...

Hekissedherlipsandshewrappedherlegsaround



historso.

Joshua:Youcandoitherepersonallyandservice

me..

Shelaughedagainsthisneckandkissedhisneck.

Marang:Iwouldlovethat.

Joshua:AnddothatlittlethingIlike..

Marang:Yessir..inturnyouarehelpingmestudy.

Joshua:HaveIeverrefused?(againstherear)

Shebitherlipandshookherheadwithalittle

laugh..Shesliddownhim andwalkedbehindhim to

pullhisbag.

Marang:I’lltakethistomyroom,I’llcookokay?

Joshuakissedhercheek.

Joshua:Thankyou.

Marangpulledthebagtothebedroom andshe

pickedthepillsfrom thebedtoputthem inthe

drawer.



Joshuaremovedhisjacketwalkingtothebedroom,

whenhegotthereMarangwasalreadyunzippingthe

suitcase.

Marang:kapackerautwebaby?

Joshuawrappedhishandsaroundhersmallwaist.

Shefelthishardononherbackandsmiled.

Marang:Bathong!

Joshua:Imissedyou..akeregaoabekuku

yame?(youarenotgivingawaymyp*ssy?)

Shegiggled.

Marang:Iwouldnever.

Joshua:NkagobolaisadiatlaMarang.

Marang:Eerra..

Heturnedheraroundandpusheduphert-shirta

bit.Hishandpulledherthongsdownherlegs..



Joshua:Fuuck,Imissedthis...

Maranghookedherlegonhisashebroighhishead

downtokissher.Hishandsmovedunderthetee

andheheldherwaisttopickherup.Hethrewheron

thebedandshegiggledwhenherhusbandclimbed

ontopofher.Thetwokissedeachotherhungrilyas

JoshuaranhishandsinherhairandMarang’shands

movedtohisflyandzip.Shedidquickworkofthe

trousersandpushedthem down.

Marang’shandsthenhoveredonhischestandshe

brokethekiss.

Marang:Babyapola..

Joshuaflippedthem andshewasontop.

Joshua:Doityourself..

Shepulledthet-shirtoverhisheadandtouchedhis

muscleswithhersofthandsandsmiled.Joshua

lookedather,heliterallymadeasexaddictwithhis

littlewifehere.Inallhertinyform,shehonestly



loveditwhentheygotitdown.Helaughed

rememberingwhenshewasinterningatthehospital

andshewaswearingasexylittlethingunderthose

scrubs,makingherwaytohisoffice.

Marang:Yougym alot...whyareyoulaughing?

Joshua:Nothing..

Marangraisedaneyebrowandheheldherwaist.

Joshua:Istillwantthatstripshowyoupromised.

Marang:Whyareyoulaughing?

Joshua:It’snothing...

Shegotofhim andwalkedoutofthebedroom.He

groaned.Hesworesometimeshermoodswere

thoseofapregnantwoman.

Joshua:Marang?

Hepulleduphispantsandfollowedherout.

Joshua:Baby?



Marang:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Joshua:You..

Marang:I’m offthemenu..I’m makingchickenokay?

Kanatlagagotwegakegojese.(theywillsayI’m not

feedingyou)

Joshua:Marangongadile?(Marangareyouupset?)

Marang:Ngng.(no)

Joshuawasabouttospeakwhenaphonerangfrom

thebedroom.Marangwalkedtothebedroom and

pickedupthecallwithasmile.

Marang:Dumelang.

MaJosh:Howareyoungwanaka?

Marangwalkedout,

Marang:FinemaandJoshjustarrived.

MaJosh:Hesaidhewillcallwhenhearrives.

Marangplacedthephoneonherchest.

Marang:Youdidn’tcall?(whispering)otlantlhobosa



mymotherinlaw..

Sheplacedthephonenexttoherearagain.

Marang:Mamayoucantalktohim,heisrightnextto

me.(lookingupathim)

MaJosh:It’salright.Iwasjustcheckinguponyou,

youarefine?

Marang:Eemma.

MaJosh:That’sgood.I’llcallyoulatersowecantalk

whenheisnotaround.

Marang:(laughing)Eemma..gosiame.

Shehungupandplacedthephonedown.Joshua

laughedandkissedherforeheadandcheek.

Joshua:Ifyouwantit,I’llbeintheshowerolesego

ngala.(stopsulking)

HewalkedawayandMarangfoldedherarms.



AtFrancistownAirport

Phemelodraggedherluggageacrosstherunaway.

ShewasherefortheEastersandshehadnewsto

share.Shehopedherparentswon’tfreakoutwhen

shetellsthem.

Shegotherphoneandcalledhermotherwho

answeredimmediately.

Phemelo:MamaI’m attheairport.

MaPhem:Hee..I’m comingmygirl..

Phemelosmiledasshesatdownonthebenches

waitingforherparents.

AtMarang’sapartment

Marangbitherlipandswitchedoffthestove.She

walkedtothebedroom.Theshowerwasn’trunning.

Washedoneshowering?



Shewalkedinsidethebedroom andhewassitting

onthebedholdingthefertilitypillsanddoses

Joshua:Caretoexplain?

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtMarang’sapartment

Maranglookedathim whileJoshuaexpectedan

answer.Hereadthenamesofthepillsandhe

lookedatheragain.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Sitdownonkarabe...

Marangbroughtherhandstogetherasshesatby

theedge.

Joshua:Comecloser.

Marangshookherhead.

Joshua:Marang!



Shemovedcloserandlookeddown.Sheshould’ve

hidthosepillssomewherehecouldn’tfindthem now

shehastoanswerandshehatedbeingreprimanded

byhim.Itwouldendwithhercryingandhewouldlet

herthinkaboutwhatshedidallaloneinbed.She

hatedfights.

Joshua:Explain...

Marang:Theyarefertilitypills..

Joshua:Icanseethat.

Marang:Yeah...

Joshua:And?

Marang:JoshIjustwanttogiveyouababy,wehave

beentryingandnothingishappeningkana,weare

bothhealthybutIdon’tknowwhat’swrongwithme,

thefertilitypillswillincreasemychances.

Joshua:Howlonghaveyoubeenusingfertility

treatments?

Marang:Eightmonths.



Joshua:Marangweshouldcommunicate,youdo

knowthatfertilitytreatmentsdohavesideeffects.

Marang:Eerra.

Joshua:MarangweusepillstokeepyourADHD

undercontrolandyouusingfertilitytreatments

mightchangethat..youdoknowthatright?

Marang:Iknowbutbab-

Joshua:DidIputyouunderpressuretohavemy

baby?

Marang:No..

Joshua:Then?

Sherubbedhereyes.

Joshua:DidIhityouMarang?

Marang:NnyaaRra..

Joshua:I’m listening..

Marangrubbedhereyesonceagainandlookedat



him.Shereallydidwanttogivehim achild,she

didn’twanttofailasawife.

Marang:kanayouwon’tunderstand,nowyouare

angry..

Joshua:Marangyouaresupposedtotalktomeif

youwanttotakepills,youaremessingupyourown

system andyouarestressing.Marangyoushould

knowbetteryouareadoctoryourself..

Marang:I’m desperateokay?Idon’twanttofailasa

wifekana.WhatifIcan’tgiveyouachild?

Joshua:that’sstupidandyouknowit..

Marang:Ishouldbeabletogiveyouachildandit’s

notstupidJoshua.Mpuisesentle..

Shewipedmoretearslookingathim.

Marang:Thisisalsoimportanttome,Isawthe

longinglookyougaveyourco-workerwhenhe

announcedthathisgirlfriendwaspregnant.You

wantthatandI’m afraidIcan’tgiveyouthatsoI

shouldtryeverythinginmypowertogiveyouthat



Joshua.Youhavebeenputtingmyhappinessabove

yoursforyearsanditisthesweetestthingeverbutI

alsowanttomakeyouhappytoo.Iwantababyas

muchasyoudo,someoneyoucanlovemorethan

lifeitselfotherthanme...Understandthat.

Helookedatherasshecontinuedtowipehertears.

Marang:I’m sorryfornottellingyouaboutmetaking

thefertilitypills..ketladilatlhaee(Iwillthrowthem

away)butIwillnotapologizeforwantingtogiveyou

achildJoshua.YouaremyhusbandandIwantusto

behappy.Ireallydo.

Shepickedupthepillsfrom wherehewassitting

andthepillsfilledhersmallhands.Shewalkedto

thebathroom andsteppedonthepedestaltoopen

thetrashcan,throwingitinside.

Sheplacedherhandsonthesinkandlookedatthe

mirror.Herlipsshookandasobescapedherlips.

Shewasuselessasawife.Reallyuselessatthat.

Shesatonthetoiletseatandcoveredherfacewith



herhandscryingsoftly.

Joshuawasinthebedroom,hearinghersoftsobsin

thebathroom.Herubbedhisheadandwalkedtothe

bathroom,openingthedoortofindhersittingonthe

toiletseat.

Hekneeledbeforeher.

Joshua:Marang?

Shelookedupwithtearsinhereyes.

Joshua:Donotpressurizeyourselftofallpregnant,

youarestressingyourselfkana.Itwillhappenonit’s

owntimeautwe?

Shenodded.

Joshua:Comehere...

Hehelpedherstandandhuggedher.

Marang:AbabyisallI’m askingfor,it’snotahard



requestisit?(crying)

Joshua:It’snot..

Marang:AndIfeelit’smyfaultIlostourbaby,ifI

wasn’tstressingan-wewouldhaveababyrightnow.

Awhole3yearoldwithus..

Joshuarubbedherback.

Joshua:Sweetness...

Marang:I’m weak.Ithurtseverydayseeinga

pregnantwomansomewherearoundintownor

whenyourgrandmotherasksmegoreretlhatswa

lesireleng..Kootenggatwekaganammekegojela

madi..

Joshua’sheartwascrushedhearinghersaythat.

Marang:Ithurts,righthereinmyheart(touchingher

chest)Iloveyousomuchandhavenocontrolandit

hurtsnotgivingyousomethingthatwilladdmore

brightnesstoyourworld.Ialwaysrushhomeintears,

astrangewomanpregnantandIcrymyeyesout

prayingitwasme,thatitshouldbeme..

Herubbedherbackasshecriedsomemore.



Marang:EverytimeyousaygoodbyeasIwatchyou

go,knowingthatthereisawomanouttherethat

mightgiveyouachild,it’slikenootherpainI’veever

known..

Joshua:Shh..

Marang:Myhearthurts,it’scrushedandIcan’t

controlmybody.It’sbeeneightmonthsoffertility

treatmentsandnothingJosh.Why?

Joshua:Don’tputyourselfunderpressure.

Marang:It’shardnotto..

Hejusthuggedhersilentlyasshecriedonhischest,

hepickedherupandwalkedtothebedroom.He

placedheronhislapandrockedbackandforth

cradlingherforhertostopcrying...Nothispoorbaby

thisstressed.

AtFrancistown

Phemeloexcitedlytookoutthescanandsmiled.She

placedherhandflatagainsthertummy.Shewasn’t



evenjetlagged.Shewantedtotellhim firstthentell

herparents.Shewas23andsheknewtheywere

goingtofreakbutshewouldbeokay.

ThiswasexcitingandshecouldwaittotellMarang

thegoodnewstoo.

Phemelowalkedoutofthebedroom andshetold

hermotherthatshewouldbeback.Shetookacab

tohisplacewithahugesmileonherface.

Minuteslaterp,thecabstoppedinfrontofthe

houseandshepaidhim.Shegotoutandopenedthe

gate.Shewalkedtothedoorandknockedonit.She

waitedforaminutebeforeheopenedthedoor

shirtless.

Phemelo:Heyy..

Hesmiledrubbinghisheadandmovedfrom the

door.

Theo:Heybabe...whendidyougetback?



Phemelo:AnhouragoIthink.

Theo:Andyou’reglowing,comehere..

Heheldherwaistandkissedhersoftly,shesmiled

andremovedhishandsandshesatdown.She

removedherprostheticlegandplaceditdown.

Theo:ShouldIgetyousomethingtoeat?

Phemelo:Yoghurtshouldbefinethankyou..

Hewalkedtothekitchenandshelookedaround.

Onlyayearleftthenshewillbedonewiththisschool

thingandshecancomehome.

Hecamewiththeyoghurtandhandedittoher,there

wassomethingaboutherhecouldn’tputhisfinger

butmaybeitwasit’sbeenthreemonthssincehe

lastsawher.

Phemelosilentlyatetheyoghurtandsheslippedher



handintoherhandbagandhandedhim thescan.

Theotookitwithafrownandhelookedatit.

Theo:You-

Shenoddedwithasmilebutitdisappearedin

secondsbecauseTheowasn’tevensmiling.

.

.

*

*
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AtTheo’shouse

HelookedatthescanagainandbackatPhemelo.

Theo:It’snotmine..

Phemelojustnoddedandgrabbedherprostheticleg,

wearingit.Shestoodupandheldherhandbag.

Phemelo:Sure?A100%surethatit’snotyours?

Henoddedandshesuckedinadeepbreath.She

wasn’tgoingtobedramaticaboutthis,ifthisbaby

washeronlyblessingthenit’sfine.Shewasjust

disappointedthathedidn’twanttotake

responsibilityofthelifetheymadetogether.

Theo:Youshouldfindyourbabydaddybecauseit

definitelyisnotme.I’m justdisappointedthatyou

cheatedandwantedtopinapregnancythat’snot



mineonme.

Phemelolookedathim andshookherhead.

Phemelo:Okay.Haveanicelife...

Shewalkedoutleavinghim withthescaninhis

handsandhelookedatitagain.Heturneditand

sawthedateswrittenattheback,hefrownedandre

-readthedatesagain,tryingtomakesurethatthey

werereal.

MeanwhilePhemelowalkedtothetaxistopwith

tearsinhereyes.Shestoppedataxiandgotinside.

Phemelo:tothetaxirankplease...

Shegotherphoneandswitcheditoffasthetaxi

mandroveoff.

AtthetaxirankPhemelogotoutofthetaxiandshe

feltthenauseacomingup.Shesearchedherbagfor



sweetsbuttherewerenone.Sheusuallyhadsweets

inherbagfortimeslikethisinpublic,shecan’t

exactlythrowupinpubliccanshe?

Shestoppedbyoneofthestreetvendorsandtook

outaP10note.

Phemelo:Dumelang,kopadisweetstsaP10.Ke

bokaheeone?(hi,canIhavesweetsworthP10.How

muchdoesonecost?)

Her:30t..

Phemelofrownedandlookedatthestreetvendor.

Hervoicesoundedsofamiliar.Shelookedatherfor

afewsecondsasshehadherheadlowcountingthe

sweets.ThestreetvendorlookedupandPhemelo

gasped.

Phemelo:Raine?Isthatyou?

ShamegnawedatRaineasshepushedthesweets

forward.Wow!Phemelolookedniceandshe



smelledgoodtoo.Shelookedlikeoneofthegirls

from Magazineswhowereeffortlesslybeautiful.

Phemelo:Kewenamothoyoo?(isitreallyyou?)

Raine:Ee...

Phemelowassurprised,sheneverexpectedthisat

all.ShelookedatRaineandshewasn’tthesamegirl

whowenttoaprivateschool.

Phemelo:Whathappened?

Rainelookeddownathercrackedhands.

Raine:Myparentsdiedmysteriouslyonedayand

masikaabobatsayagotlhe...

Phemelo:Yourparentsarelate?Mycondolences.

TearsfilledRaine’seyesasshelookeddown.

Raine:It’sokay.It’sbeenthreeyearswithoutthem.

ShefinallylookedupandPhemelo’sheartbroke.



Phemelo:Wheredoyoulive?

Raine:Somereset...

Phemelotookthesweetsandputthem inher

handbag.Shethenopenedherpurseandtookouta

P200note.

Phemelo:It’sokay,youcankeepit.Itwasniceseeing

youandI’m sorryonceagain.(sadsmile)

PhemelowalkedawayandRainenoticedthelimpin

herwalk.Shedidn’thavetobesokindtoher,she

stashedthatnotebetweenherbreasts.Itwillbe

enoughtofeedherchildathomeandshemight

makeenoughrentmoneyifshetakesupthatoffer

tosleepwiththatmaneventhoughshedidn’twant

tobutshewasdesperateforcash.

Shefixedhersmalltableandwaitedformore

customerstoappearbutsheknewshegotonly

closetotencustomersperday.Shewastedmoney

buyingstocklikethis.



Phemeloclappedherhandsasshegotinsidethe

taxi.Thiswassounexpected.Afteralltheseyears

andsheevenlooksolderthanher.Sheislikeclose

toforty,sheagedsofastanditwassad.Shewillcall

Marangandtellheraboutthis.

Tosayshewassurprisedwouldsurebean

understatement.Sheplacedherhandoverher

tummyasthetaxidroveoff.

AtMarang’sapartment

MarangwassoundasleepwhenJoshuacoveredher

withtheblankets.Hekissedherforeheadand

walkedoutheadingtothekitchen.Heopenedher

cabinetslookingforastrongalcoholthen

rememberedthatshedoesn’tevendrinkandshe

didn’tkeepalcoholinhere.Ifhewantedtodrinkhe

hadtobuyhisownalcohol.Hesighedandleaned



againstthecounterthinkingaboutearlier.

Thiswasnothowheenvisionedhisarrivalheretobe

like,shewasjustputtingherselfundersomuch

pressurethatitmadehim questionifitwastheright

decisiontodecidetohaveakid.Hehadnoideashe

feltthiswayandshedidn’tlethim in.

Herphonebeepedandhepickeditupunlockingit.

Hereadthemessageandfrowned.Babe??He

placedthephonedownandsighed.Itwasprobably

nothing.

Hedecidedtomakehersomethingtoeat,shewon’t

beabletomakefoodonceshewakesup.

TwohourslaterMarangwokeupaloneinbed.She

touchedhissideofthebedanditwascold.She

sighedandgotoutofbed.Shewalkedtothe

wardrobeandgotherknickers.Sheworethem and



walkedoutofthebedroom.

Therehewas,shirtlessmakingfoodforherinthe

kitchen.

Marang:Hey..

Joshua:Hi,yougood?

Marang:Better..

Shepickedherphoneandwenttohermessages.He

hadsentamessageandithadbeenopened.She

placedherphonedownandlookedathim.Hedidn’t

confrontheroranything.

Marang:Whatareyoumaking?

Joshua:Yourfavorite,mushroom soupalongwith

somefriedchicken.

Marang:ThankyoubutIshouldbecooking.

Joshua:Youweresleepingandyouweresopeaceful

sleeping.



Marang:I’m sorryabouttheemotionaloutburst

earlier.

Joshuaturnedtolookather.

Joshua:It’sokaytobevulnerableinfrontofme.

Marangsatdownononeofthekitchenchairs.She

didn’tdeservehim,sheknewshedidn’tdeservehim

butshewon’tlethim go.

Joshua:Letmefinishuphereandwe’lltalk.

Marang:YesSir!(smiling)

Herphonerangandshepickeditup.

Marang:Coltonspeakinghello...

Joshuashookhisheadwithalittlesmileand

Marangstifledherlaugh.

Phemelo:DrColtonhiii...

Marang:Ifitisn’tPhem Blair...

Phemelo:Howareyoutoday?



Marang:courseethata(thiscourseishard)

Phemelorolledhereyes.

Phemelo:Tswahaa,thenyou’llaceeverything..Ihave

totellyousomething..

Marang:I’m listening..

Phemelo:BeforethatmmakeboneRaine(Isaw

Raine)

Marang:Uhu!Oteng?(sheisstillthere?)

Phemelo:Mmh..ontlhomosapelogore.Orekisa

nzamelaledisweetshastation.(shesellsairtime

andsweetsbythestation)

Marang:aobatho!Whathappened?

Phemelo:Somethingaboutherparentsbeinglate

andtherelativestakingawayalltheproperty.

Marang:shems,iyooo...

Phemelo:Iwantedtobehappythatshewas

sufferingbutIcan’t.

Marang:lifeisonebiguniversitywe’retryingto

graduatefrom withdistinctions,thereisnomanual



onhowwearegoingtopassthetestsandexams

butwetryneh,shewillbefine.

Phemelo:Herswasroughonher..

Marang:reallyroughbutyouseeyoudidn’thaveto

doathing.Youdidn’thavetogetlostinthesepetty

things,yournemesisdefeatedherselfbeforeyou

hadachancetoswing.

Phemelo:Yeah...backtothemainissue.

Marang:whatmainissue?(smilingwithconfusion

etchedonherface)

Phemelo:youfriendaregoingtobeagodmother.

Marang’ssmilefadedasshelistened.

Marang:What?

Phemelo:I’m pregnant,3andahalfmonthspregnant

love..

Marangswallowedalumpandfakedasmilewhich

sheknewPhemelocouldn’tsee.

Marang:CongratulationsPhem,Idon’tknowwhatto



saylove.

Phemelo:Ourkidswillbeplaybuddiesandwe’ll

scheduleplaydatesakerelove?

Marang:yeah...mostdefinitely(lowvoice)

Phemelo:Can’twaitforyoutobepregnantandhave

yourownbundleofjoytoommaandTheodenied

thepregnancy.

Marang:Why?

Shecoughedandrubbedherneck,feeling

somethingstuckthere.Phemelowaspregnant.Wow!

Phemelo:Lennammagakeitse(Ialsodon’tknow)I

lethim be,ababyissomethingtobeexcitedabout

andifhedoesn’twanttobepartofthat,hisloss..

Marang:Mmh...congratulationsPhem.Ihavetogo.

Phemelo:Okay.ByebyeRangz.

ShehungupandMarangplacedthephonedown

chokingonherownspit.Shewassupposedtobe



happyforherfriendbutshewasjealousinstead.A

doorknocksoundedandshestooduptogogetthe

door.Sheopenedthedoorandasifheownedthe

placeGabrielwaltzedinsideherapartmentlikehe

alwaysdoes.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#74

AtMarang’sapartment

Marangsighedrubbingherhead.Joshuapausedto

takeinthemanwhojustwalkedin.Wellnotman

exactlybutthat.

Marang:BabemeetGabbyandGabbymeetmy

husband.

Gabriel:Ithoughtyouwerejokingwhenyousaidyou

aremarriedandheisourhusbandnow.

Marang:OhGod!

Gabriel:IsentamessagethatI’m onmyway.

JoshuawasabituncomfortableasGabbyor

whateverhisnamewaslookedathim.

Joshua:IthinkI’llgiveyouguysspace.



HewalkedoutandGabbylaughedlookingatthe

tattooonhisback.

Marang:Youscaredmypoorhusband..

Gabriel:Babeyoudidn’tsayyourhusbandwasone

hotchocolateandhisvoiceoooh!Iwouldkilltohave

him railmeallnight.

Marang:Handsoffmyhusband.

Gabriel:Itwon’thurttoshare..

MarangrolledhereyeslaughingasGabbysatdown

hiseyesinthedirectionJoshuahadheadedtowards

to.

Marang:Sodoyouhaveteatospill?

Gabriel:DoIhavetea?OfcourseIhavetea...You

weren’tatschoolyesterdayandtherewasdrama.

Marang:Thisneedshottea,I’llbeback.



Marangwalkedtothebedroom.

Gabriel:Bringyourhusbandwith..

Marang:Ijoo!

Sheopenedthebedroom doorandhewaslayingon

thebed.Shesatonhisstomachandlookedathim.

Marang:Sorryifshemadeyouuncomfortable..

Joshua:I’m notuncomfortable..

Marang:Youare,herfullnameisGabrielandshe

preferstobeasheandtobecalledGabby.Youdon’t

knowherbecauseshemoveddownstairsthree

monthsagoandwegotothesameschoolsoyah.I

onlyhavetwofriends.Two..PhemeloandGabbyand

youmyscaredbabyaremybestfriend.

Joshua:I’m notscared.

Marang:Shedoesn’tbitebabeyoh!(laughing)

Joshua:Marang!

Marangkissedhislipsandgotoffhim andwalkedto

thewardrobelookingforherpants.Shefoundthem



andlookedatJoshuaassheworethem.

Marang:Butyouweren’tdonewiththecooking.

Joshua:Maranggo...

Marang:AreyouscaredofGabbybaby?

Joshuashrugged.Itwasweirdthatanotherguy

lookedathim thatway,likehewasapieceofmeat.

Marang:anywaysgatweohotchocolate

baby!(laughingasshewalkedout)

Joshuashookhishead.Thiswasweirdbutthat

explainedthebabetextfrom Gabrielonherphone.

Marang:Teaorjuice..

Gabriel:Teababe!MakeithotbecausetheteaIhave

isscorching.

Marang:Iwon’tbelong.

AtPhemelo’sparents



Phemelorubbedherflattummyandsmiled.Her

parentswillforgiveher.Thispregnancywas

unplannedbutshewashappytobewithachild.Her

phonestartedringingandshelookedatTheo’scalls

tillthephonestoppedringing.Shegotofffrom the

bedandwalkedtotheloungewhereherparents

wherechilledwithherlittlebrotherinthelounge.

Phemelo:Hiagain..

MaPhem:Someoneishappy.

Phemelo:Iam.Uhm Ihavesomethingtotellyou

guys..

RaPhem:Okay.Wearelistening.

Phemelosmiledlookingatthem,theywillbeangry

buttheyareparents.Blackparentsforthatmatter,

theywillreprimandherandstartsayingalotof

unnecessarythingsbeforesupportingherpregnancy.

Verysoonyou’llbehearinghermotherdoteoverher

grandchild,heronlygrandchild.



Shetookadeepbreathandplacedherhandsover

herthighs.

Phemelo:I’m pregnant..

Everythingwentstillandherparentsglaredather.

Thatwaswhenthetrepidationkickedinandshe

heldherbreathwaitingfortheirresponse.

AtTheo’shouse

TheotriedtocallPhemelobutshewasn’tanswering.

Thedateonthebackofthescanmatchedwiththe

datesofthetimeshewashere,visiting.Herubbed

hisheadashewalkedtohisbedroom andwent

throughhismedicalrecords.Hewassosurehewas

infertilethatwaswhyhewasneverworriedabout

pregnancywheneverhewaswithher.Helovedher

butwhathehadsaidtoherwascold.



Sheneededtimetobecalm aboutitallbuthe

messedupwithoutgettinghisfactsstraight.He

neededtobookadoctor’sappointmentandget

testsrunbecausePhemelowaspregnant.Hewill

havetoexplainhimselffrom thereon.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#75

AtPhemelo’sparents

MaPhem:Ma?

Phemelosuckedinadeepbreathbeforeshe

repeatedwhatshejustsaid.

MaPhem:Wapeka?(areyoucrazy?)

Phemelo:Nnyaamma..

Herfathershookhisheaddisappointedandshe

hatedseeingthatlookonhisface.Hewasn’taman

ofmanywordsandseeinghim disappointedinher

was

MaPhem:Omosadiyaanongwena?(youarea

womannow?)



Phemelo:I’m 23mom!

Hermotherclappedherhands.

MaPhem:Whocanbeabletoaffordherownhouse,

maidandfoodforababywhileschoolingoutside

thecountry?Sure!

Phemeloshutup.Sheputherhandstogether

lookingatthem.Hermotherstoodupandheldher

waistlookingather.Sheclappedherhandsagain.

MaPhem:Nnyaaompeilehatshekamarago(You

amazedmetoday)

Shewalkedawayandherfatherjustshookhishead

standingupandfollowedhiswife.Phemelo’seyes

welledwithtears.Theywillcomearoundright?

Meanwhileintheparent’sroom Phemelo’smother

pushedherheadback.Wheredidtheygowrongwith

her?



MaPhem:Idon’tknowkaPhemelo.

RaPhem:Calm downandbreathinandout.

MaPhem:Whydoesshedothistous?Wedo

everythingforherandallshehadtodowaswaittill

shefinishedschool..

RaPhem:Ithappened,wehavetoacceptit.

MaPhemelosighedsittingdownontheedgeofthe

bed.

RaPhem:Idon’tknow..

RaPhem:Letitsinkin..

MaPhemelojustshookherhead.

Atthehospital

Seeletsoremovedherwhitecoatasshemovedfrom

thecounter.Shewalkedoutofthecubiclewitha

smallsmileandfreedherhairfrom thetightpuffit

wasin.Herdaywasoveranddonewith.Allshehad

todowasrelaxathomeandcallhersister-in-law



sinceshehadnolife.

Someofthemaledoctorsatthehospitallookedat

herasshesaidbyetosomeoftheladies.Theyknew

shewasofflimits,afteralltheboss’sdaughterwas

thehospitalpharmacist.Ontopofthatherbrother

workedhereaswell,herolderbrotherandyouknew

whattheysaidaboutolderbrothersbeingprotective

oftheirsiblingsespeciallytheiryoungersisters.

Theywouldn’twanttoriskalecture.

Seeletsowalkedtoherfather’sofficeandwalkedin

withoutknocking.

Seeletso:Ketireddadyoh!

RraJosh:Whenareyoumovingoutofmyhouse?

Seeletso:WhenIgetmarriedwhichiswhen?After

tenyearsorso.

RraJosh:Yohyoh!

Seeletso:Iloveyoutoo,I’m goinghomeandbye.



RraJosh:Youshouldmoveoutofmyhouse..

Seeletso:I’m savingmymoneyfather,Idon’tpaythe

billssoallIhavetodoislookprettyforwork.

RraJosh:Bye!

Seeletso:seeyoulaterdaddy.

Shewalkedoutofhisofficewithalittlesmile.

AtJoshua’sparents

MaJoshfixedtheguestroom forhermotherinlaw.

Shewonderedwhytheoldwomandidn’tcallinstead

ofsayingsheshouldbepickedatthebusstation.As

muchasshewasmarriedintothefamily,shehadto

tellthem inadvance.

MaColton:I’llbeherefortwoweeksorso,whereis

Joshuaandhiswife?



MaJosh:Canada..

MaColton:uhu!Canada?Ehe...

MaJoshuastuffedthepillowastheoldwomansat

downonthechair.Shewasn’tthatoldbutshewas

annoyinginherownwayandshecouldn’twaitfor

hertoleave.

MaColton:whenaretheyhavingababy?

MaJosh:whentheyarereadymme.

MaColton:threeyearsintomarriageandgabaready?

MaJosh:Marangisstillstudying,ababywouldonly

delayher...

MaColton:Duringourday,womendidn’tevenhave

togotoschool.Assoonasyougotmarriedyougive

yourhusbandkidsgapesheisstillyoung.Keipotsa

goregopalehakae...

MaJoshseriouslywantedtorollhereyes.Sheheard

thefrontdooropenandshewalkedthere.Sarawas



fastasleep.Seeletsowalkedinholdinghercoatand

bag.

MaJosh:Yourgrandmother(whispering)

Seeletso:shit!ohsorry(whispering)yohyoh!

MaJoshwalkedbacktotheguestroom whereher

motherinlawwas.

MaColton:Whowasthat?

MaJosh:Seeletso..

MaColton:naareenegaanyalwe(isn’tshesupposed

tobemarried?)

MaJosh:No,sheishappy.

MaColton:Okho!monyanayoootshwanetsego

nyala(thatgirlissupposedtobemarried)whowill

marryherifyouguysdon’tpushher?

MaJosh:everyonewilldoeverythingattheirown

timemme.

Sheclappedherhands.



MaJosh:Doyouneedanything?

MaColton:No,it’sokay.Ineedtorest.

MaJosh:okay.Boroko.

Shewalkedoutandrubbedhertemples.Thiswas

goingtobealongtwoweeksandshewasn’tlooking

forwardtoit.

Seeletsoslidherfeetintosliponsandwalkedtothe

kitchen.Shewasgoingtoreceivethatboringlecture

aboutgettingmarriedandmakingkidsblahblah!It

wasratherannoyingthatshewasn’tregardedasan

independentfemaleorsomeoneofimportance

becauseshewasnotmarried.Oldpeopleandtheir

ways.Alwaysseemedtorubheroffinthewrong

way.ShewasquitesurethatMarangwouldbe

happyshewasn’there.Thatoldwomanwasgoing

toblabberonaboutkidsalldaylong,Marang

wouldn’tevenbreath.Samegoesfortheirrelatives.

AlwaysonherandMarang’scase.“Whenareyou

gettingmarried?”thekindofquestionsdirectedat



her.“Whenareyouhavingkids?”Thequestionthat

alwaysleftMarang’smouthdryandshewould

fumbleaboutlookingforanexcusetoleave.

Shepouredwaterinaglassandsilentlydrankit,

losingherselfinherthoughts.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelorubbedherbelly.Therewasawholehuman

beinggrowinginthereandshewouldmakeitwork

alone.Asasingleparentandifherparentsdidn’t

comearoundsoonshewillseewhattodo,shewas

reallywillingtobringthispreciouslifetoearth.

MaybeitwasGod’swayofmakinghersmile

regardlessofherunfortunatecircumstances.

HerphonerangonceagainandshelookedatTheo’s

call.Shesighedandpickeditup.

Phemelo:Hello..



Theo:Hey,Phem canwetalk?

Phemelo:Wehavenothingtotalkabout.

Theo:Please!Itwon’ttaketoomuchofyourtime.

Phemelo:Wehavenothingtotalkabout.Youmadeit

clearTheo.Wehavenothingtotalkabout!(raising

hervoicewithtearsinhereyes)

Theo:Babe?Phem areyoufine?Whereareyou?

Phemelowipedhertears.

Phemelo:LeavemealoneTheo.Tswamogonna..

Shecutthecallandcoveredherfacewithherhands

crying.

AtMarang’sapartment

MarangsawGabrieloutandlaughedoutloud

closingthedoorandlockingit.Shealwayslikedthe

chatstheyhadandshewasn’ttheonetotakeher



sulkingtoheartandinsteadcheeredherupinalot

ofways.PlusGabbyalwayschasedofftheboyson

herbehalfbecausetheymadehersouncomfortable

itshowed.

Shewalkedtothebedroom whereherbigbabywas

sleeping,layingonhisback.

Sheremovedherpantsandhert-shirt.Shewasonly

leftwithherknickersasshewalkedtothebed.She

satontopofhim andheopenedhiseyes,feelingher

weightonhim.

Marang:Hey..(softly)

Joshuarubbedhiseyesyawningandlookedather

breastsasshesatontopofhim.

Joshua:Heysweetness..

Marang:IhopeI’m notdisturbingyoursleep.

Joshua:notatall.

Marangsuckedinabreathasherclitthrobbed.His



voicewhenhewassleepyhadawayofturningher

on.Withhiseyessquintedandhim alittleofffrom

theremnantsofsleep.Shekissedhischestand

suckedhismanlynipples,herhairalloverhis

chest.Hegroanedandsherubbedherselfagainst

him.Toomanyclothes.

Joshua:Mylittlebaby..

Shestoppedsuckingandcrackedherknuckles

beforesheunzippedhisjean.Shepulleditdownand

hisfulllengthsprungforwardandshelookedatit,all

veinedandbig.Hesaiditwashersso...Hewasn’t

wearinganythingunderneath?Slick.

Shepulleddownhisjeansandsmiledasshepulled

downherpanties.

Marang:Muchbetter..

Shegotontopofhim asstartedkissinghischest

withhersofttinylips.Joshuajustfistedhishandsin

herhair.



Marang:Iloveyou..

Joshua:Idotoo.Itaughtyouwell..

Marang:Youdid..Mybodyisforyourpleasureand

yourbodyisformypleasure..

Joshua:Yes,fuck..Godownonmekitten..

Marang:Yessir...

Shekissedhim goingdownandshe#EXPLICIT

.

.

.

*

*

*

*



THEGAME

#76

AtMarang’sapartment

Laterthatnight

Maranglaidonherhusband’schestasheplayed

withherhairandsheplacedherhandonhis

stomach.

Joshua:Babe?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Iloveyou.

Shegiggledashepulledherupforaslowkissand

shefelthislengthagainstherstomach.Shewas

reallytirednow.

Marang:Tomorrowbabe..



Joshua:Tired?

Shenoddedandplacedherheadbackonherchest,

hersofthandstouchinghischestinagentlemotion

thatmadeJoshuashudder.

Joshua:Youremembertheplotweappliedfor?

Marang:Ee,akereplotstakeyearsgoreditswe.We

appliedwhen?Threeyearsagoright?I’m notsure.

Joshua:Threeyearsagoee.It’snotyetoutbutI’ll

keeponchecking.Ifoundsomeonewhowantsto

selltheirplot.

Marang:Howmuch?

Joshua:P100000.

Marang:Howbigisit?Wesavedhowmuch?Iknow

themoneyIsavefrom mystudentallowanceisnot

thatmuchbut..

Joshua:It’salotfrom astudent.IfImanageto

negotiatewiththesellerwecangetitat80kand

startlayingthefoundation.



Marang:Doesthebuilder’swarehouseaccounthave

money?

Joshua:ThatoneI’vebeensavingintoiteversince

varsity.Ithasenoughmoneyforthebuilding

materials.

Marang:Sothatplanyoushowedmeistheonewe

areusing?Yathedoublestorey,willitbeenough?

Joshua:We’llreconsiderourplanafterIseethe

buildersifwebuythepieceofland.

Joshua:Inayearortwoourhousewouldbe

complete.

Marang:Ican’twaittota..andimaginekidsrunning

aroundtheplace..

Joshua:Marang...

Marang:itdoesn’thurttodream mme,alittleboy

andagirlormaybetwoboysandalittlegirlhmm?

Thatwouldbebeautiful.

Shelookeddownatherflattummyandsighed

againsthischest.

Joshua:Ithoughtweagreedthatnopressure.



Marang:Wedidagree.Nopressureright?

Joshua:stopthinkingaboutitDrColton.

Marang:okay.I’m hungry..

Joshua:Ineverdidfinishcooking.

Marang:YouwerescaredofGabbybutlet’sgo,carry

mebaby..

Joshua:IthinkI’m goingtoenjoythenexttwoweeks

here.

Marang:Same..

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelocraddledherstomachasshelainawake.

Hermindwasalreadymakingcalculationsonhow

shewastogoaboutherbaby’sstuffconsideringshe

wasstillastudentandthefatherdeniedthe

pregnancy.

Phemelo:BabyIwilltakecareofyouokay?



Shenoddedandstartedthinkingalloveragain.

AtRaine’splace

Shefinallyarrivedattheoneroomedhouse,her

babywasasleepanditfeltlikeshewasabusingher

childbyleavinghim allaloneintheroom alllocked

uponlytocomelater.Shedidn’tevenhaveenough

moneytopayababysitterletalonepayrentontime.

Lifewaseveryone’sgame,youwinoryouloseand

hereshelost.Bigtime.

Sheremovedthemoneyfrom betweenherbreast

andsatonthemattresstocountit.Itwouldbe

enoughforrentandbabyformulaandnappies.She

touchedherbaby’snappyanditwassowarm and

heavy,hemightdeveloprushalloveragain.She

sighedandpickedhim up.Hestartedcryingandshe

rockedhim tillhequieteddownandrecognizedit



washismother.Nowshehadtobathehim andfeed

him.

Shewasdoingallofthisforhim,heisaninnocentin

alltheimmoralityofthiscruelwickedworld.

.

.

*

*

AWEEKLATER



THEGAME

#77

Atthehospital

Theolookedattheresultsthedoctorjusthanded

him.Hewasn’tcompletelyinfertile,justthatthere

werelowerchancesofhim everhavingachildand

Phemelogotpregnantbychance.

Theo:SoIcanstillhavechildren.

Doctor:Notaseasilyasyoucanthinkbutyesthereis

achanceofthathappening.

Theonodded.Phemelostillwasn’ttakinghiscalls

andhedecidedthatitwillbeappropriateifhelets

hisfamilyknowaboutit.

Theo:Thankyousomuch.

Doctor:Ifitdoeshappenthatyougetagirlpregnant

pleasedoletmeknow.



Theo:Yesdoctor(laughing)

Hestoodupholdingtheenvelopeandwalkedout.

Hehadtocallherandmaybegotoherhouse.Ifshe

wasstillhereinthecountry.Hehadalotof

grovelingtodo.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelorubbedherlittlebump.Itwasn’tthatvisible

butthemerefactthatherbabywasgrowingstrong

everydaywassocomforting.Asighescapedherlips

andshesmiled.Herparentswerecomingaround.

Slowlybutsurelytheywereacceptingthefactthat

shewaspregnant.Hermotherwaswarmingupto

theideaofbeingagrandmothertoo.Shelaughedas

sherubbedherbumpagain.Shecouldn’tstop

rubbingit,shewassoexcited.

Meanwhileatthegate,Theoparkedhiscarandhe



pressedtheintercom.Hehopedthistimeher

parentswouldbewelcomingandhewillgetthe

chancetospeaktoPhemelo.

ThemaidopenedthegateandTheogreetedher.

Theo:Hi.IwouldliketospeaktoPhemelo.

Shelookedatthemanafewtimesbeforeshe

walkedaway.Thismanhadneversetfootinthe

yardeversinceshestartedworkingfortheMosekis

twoyearsbackbutshewillcalltheyounglady.

Her:Followme..

Sheledhim totheshadedchairsandhesatdownas

thedogsranaroundtheyard.Theyweremoredogs

thanheremembered.Helastcamehereyearsago

whenhewasstillapologizingfortheaccident.He

hatedtalkingaboutitbutheloveditwhenPhemelo

wascomfortablearoundhim toremoveher

prostheticlegandloungearound.Gettingtothat



stageofintimacywithherwasdifficultbecauseshe

wasoinsecurewithherbody.

Themaidwalkedtothehouseandwalkedto

Phemelo’sdoor.

Her:Knockknock!!

Phemelo:Enter.

Shewalkedinsideandsmiled,Phemelosmiledback

assheremovedherhandsfrom hertummytryingto

notmakeitobvious.

Her:Youhaveaguest.

Phemelo:Aguest?

Her:Ee...heisoutside..

Phemelo:Okay,I’m coming..

Themaidnoddedandwalkedout,leavingthedoor

slightlyajarforPhemelo.Phemelogothercrutches



andregainedherbalance.Shewalkedoutofher

bedroom andherstomachrumbled.Shelaughed

softlywantingtotouchhertummyagain.

Phemelo:Okay,littleone.I’lleatafterseeingour

guestokay?(smilingtoherself)

Shegotoutandthedogsjumpedaround.She

squintedhereyestryingtospotwhowassittingat

thechairs.Sheshouldstoprelyingonglassesand

getcontactsinstead.Shegroanedandlimpedtothe

chairs.Asshegotcloser,theimageoftheperson

beforehergotclearerandclearer.Shewantedto

turnbackandgotoherroom butmaybeatsome

pointshewillhavetohearhim out.Hebettersayhis

pieceandleave.

Theolookedather,sheasglowingandnowhewas

sogratefultoher.Reallygratefulshewasgivinghim

somethinghemightnotevengetinthislifetime.

Theo:Hi..



Phemelo:Hello(withanattitude)

Heguessedhedeservedthatkindoftreatmentfrom

her.

Shesatdownandplacedhercrutchesnexttoher.

Theo:Icametoapologize.

Phemelo:Okay.

Theo:IknowIalwayssayI’m sorrybutkekopa

maitshwarelo.Takethis.

Hehandedhertheenevelopeandshelookedathim

assheopenedit.Ittookhertenminutestoreadthe

contentsoftheenvelopeandwhenshewasdone

shelookedathim.

Theo:That’swhyIsuspecteditwasn’tmine,the

doctorhadtoldmeIhaveaveryverylowchanceof

fatheringachildeverinthislifetime.

Phemelo:Younevertoldme.

Theo:Myproblemsweren’tthatimportant.



Phemelo:Hereitsaysthatyouwereparalyzedfor

morethan3months.

Heshrugged.

Phemelohithisfacewiththepapersandhemoved

hishead.

Phemelo:Youlistentomerantingandyounevertalk

tomeaboutyourproblems.OrilengKanye?

Hehidhisfaceasshehithim withthepapers.

Theo:Babe..

Phemelo:Wantenawaitse..

Theo:Arethosethepregnancymoods?(laughing)

Phemelo:Mxm!

Shestoppedhittinghim andshookherhead.

Phemelo:Youcould’vetoldmetobehonestTheo.I

didn’tknowyouweretoldthatyouhadthelowest



chancesoffatheringachild.Kegongaletse.

Theo:I’m sorryPhemelo(takingherhandsinhisand

kissingthem)

Phemelo:YouthoughtIcouldcheatonyou?Ketlaka

STDs?Wow!

Theo:babyI’m sorry.

Phemelo:youdon’ttrustme?No,safe..

Theo:I’m sorryokay?Forgiveme..

Phemelosighed.

Theo:I’lltalktomyparentsaboutourbabytopay

damages.Thankyoumylove.

Phemelo:Ididn’tsayIforgiveyou.

Theo:Takeyourtime(laughing)

Phemelo:Tsamaelakoo....

AtMarang’sapartment

Marangquietlywentthroughcutebabypictureson



Pinterestwithalittlesmile.Shewasagoingtobea

godmotherandtillshegotherownchild,shewas

goingtospoilPhemelo’sbaby.

Joshuasilentlywalkedbehindherandsawthe

picturesshewasscrollingpast.Hesighed.Itwas

uselesstellinghertostopthinkingaboutitbecause

shewasstillgoingtoobsessoverhavingachild.He

kissedherneckandsheturnedherphone.

Marang:Hey,Ididn’thearyou.

Joshua:Youwereonyourphone.

Marang:SoI’m goingtotakemorethan3months

withoutseeingyou.

Joshua:Imissyoualready..

Shelaughedandplacedthephoneonthecouch.She

turnedherheadastheysharedakiss.Joshuaheld

herneckandandshelaughedintothekiss.

Joshua:Iraisedanaddict.



Marang:Youlovemelikethat..

Joshua:Ido,don’tI?

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#78

AtMarang’sapartment

JoshuarubbedMarang’sfeetasshetalkedwith

Phemeloaboutthebaby.Ithonestlywasn’thealthy

becauseitwaslikeshewastheoneexpectingand

nottheotherwayround.

Marang:Phem youshouldalsomakeacutenursery,I

cansendyoudesignsandyoulookatthem.

Phemelo:Sure.Yousoundsuperexcited.(uneasy

smile)

Marang:Iam though.Makesureyoueathealthyand

don’tstress..

Phemelo:Yesdoc.Ihavetogo.Bye!



Marang:Okay.Bye!

PhemelohungupandJoshuacontinuedrubbingher

feet.Theyweresosmallandhecouldn’thelpbut

wonderhowtheykidswouldlooklike.Helovedher

somuchbutseeinghergocrazyaboutwantinga

babywasslowlyfrustratinghim.Itwasgoingto

drivehercrazyandmakehermisstheotherlittle

detailsoftheircomfortablelife.

Joshua:Howdoesitfeel?

Sheflashedasmileathim asshesearchedforbaby

nurseriessothatshecansendPhemelothepictures.

Marang:Thankyou..

Joshua’sphoneranginthebedroom andhelooked

ather.

Joshua:Letmegogetthephone...

Sheremovedherlegsandhestoodupwhileshesat



comfortablyonthecouch,continuingwithher

searches.

JoshuasawthecallerIdandheanswered

immediately.Talkaboutrighttiming.

Joshua:Dad..

Joshuasatonthebed.

RaJosh:Hello,Iwascheckinguponyouandour

daughterinlaw.

Joshua:Wearefine..

RaJosh:Youdon’tsoundfine.

Joshua:Doesitshow?

Hedidn’thavefriends,itwashardtobelievethathis

onlybestfriendwashiswife.Hesharedeverything

withherandhisparentswillalwaysbetheirparents.

RaJosh:What’seatingyouup?



Joshua:IfeellikeMarangisgoingtogocrazy,we

madethejointdecisiontotryforafamily..

RaJosh:that’swonderfulnews.

Joshua:Sheisgettingobsessedoverhavingachild

becausewehavebeentryingforayearando

ntsenyastress..

RaJosh:That’saprocessyoudon’thavetorush.

Joshua:That’swhatIsay,sheisputtingherself

undersomuchpressurethatsheisalwaysinbaby

websites.

RaJosh:ShouldIgetyourmothertotalktoher?

Joshua:No...(sighing)Itwillseem asifIsenther..

RaJosh:Whatdoyouwant?

Joshuasighedrubbinghishead.Marangstoodup,

hehadbeengonefortoolongthough.Shewalkedto

thebedroom andstoppedbythedoor.

Joshua:Idowantababy.SobadbutIwon’tputmy



wifeunderpressure.Kanaatthefamilygatherings

whentheybringkids,Ijustlookatthem withsome

sortofenvy.Kidsarenoteverythingyesbutitwon’t

killtohaveachildortwobutoneday.

Marangsuckedinadeepbreathandrubbedherflat

tummy.Shedidn’tknowwhereshewaslacking

honestly.Shewantedtolistentomoreofthe

conversationwithwhoeverwasattheendoftheline

butshewalkedawaywithtearsstinginginhereyes.

RaJosh:Thereisstilltime..

Joshua:Yes.Ican’tbuildandsavethismuch,justfor

thetwoofus.Ijustdon’twantmywifeputting

herselfundersomuchpressurethatshecracks.She

isstartingtoloseitandit’sscary.

RaJoshua:Talktoher.

Joshua:Iwill.Thankyoudadforlisteningtomyrant.

RaJoshua:Weareheretoadviseyouandwehave

yourback.



Joshua:Eerra.Gosiame.

RaJoshua:tellherIsaidhi..

Joshua:okay.

Hehungupandcoveredhisfacewithhishands.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelo’smotherwalkedintothebedroom andsat

onthebed.

MaPhem:Hey,areyougood?

Phemelo:Iam mother.

MaPhem:Youneverreallytolduswhothebaby’s

fatherwasandiftheyaretakingresponsibilityfor

thispregnancy,consideringthatyouarealsoa

student.

Phemelo:Promisemethatyouwon’tfreakout.

MaPhem:Whatisworsethanyoushowingup



pregnant...

Phemelo:Ithoughtweweremakingprogressmother.

MaPhem:Wearejustthat...whoishe?

Phemelo:Mamadon’tgetangryoranythingofthat

sort.Please!

Hermotherbreathedinandoutbeforeshesmiled.

MaPhem:See,I’m notangry.

Phemelo:Notyet.

MaPhem:Iwon’tbeangry...

Phemelo:ThefatherisTheo.

Hermother’sfacialfeaturechanged,formingan

angryfrownlineonherforehead.Hereyesnarrowed

atPhemeloassheconvincedherselfthatshedidn’t

hearwel..

MaPhem:Mang?

Phemelo:Theo..



MaPhem:Theonewhoderailedyouandyougot

involvedinanaccident.

Phemelowantedtoarguethatitwasnothisfault

butshenoddedherhead.

MaPhem:Youneverceasetoamazemewaitse!

TotawamakatsaPhemelo..

Phemelolookedatherhands.

MaPhem:Youneverstayedawayfrom him?This

timeyouwanttolosebothlegsakere?

Tearsquicklymadetheirwaytohereyes.Thatwas

notniceofhermom.

Phemeloshookherhead.Asmuchasshelivedwith

them,shewas23andhermotherstiltreatedherlike

achild.

MaPhem:You’veshownmethings(clappingher

hands)

Shewalkedoutafterthatlaststatementand



Phemelocoveredherfacewithapillow,cryingintoit.

.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#79

AtMarang’sapartment

Joshuawalkedoutoftheroom onlytofindMarang

eatingicecream onthecouch.Hereyeswereabit

redwhichwasoddbecausehedidn’trecallseeing

hercrytoday.

Joshua:Babeweneedtotalk..

Shesatuprightandforcedalittlesmilewhich

Joshuacouldseewasfake.Hesatnexttoherand

heldherhands.

Joshua:Marang,Iknowyouwanttomakemehappy

bygivingmeachildbutyouarestartingtobe

obsessed.

Marang:Iam notobsessed.



Joshua:Youare,Ialwaysseeyouscrollingthrough

babywebsitesandpageslookingforGodknows

whatandtoputitquiteplainlyyouaremaking

yourselfgocrazy.

Marang:I’m doingallofthisforPhemelo.

Joshua:Giveherspaceandletherbreatheinher

ownpregnancyandexperience.

Marang:Iam..

Sheletgoofhishandsandlookedathim.

Joshua:Babyyouborderlineobsessingovergetting

pregnant,it’snotevenhealthyandstressisnoteven

okayifwewanttomakeababy.

Marang:Iheardyou.

Joshua:Youarejustsayingthis,MarangI’m serious

kana,havingachildisnotapriority,westillhaveto

buildourhouseandyouhavetofinishschool.Ifit’s

something,wecanevenforgetabouthavingkidsin

thetimebeing.

Marangsighed.Hewasdoingitagain.Puttingher

beforehimselfandhedidn’tunderstandthatshe



wasgrownatthispointandnotthatlittlefifteenyear

oldgirlanymore.

Marang:Don’tdothat.

Joshua:Dowhat?

Marang:pushingyourneedsbacktoaccommodate

me.JoshuaIknowyouwantachildjustasbadasI

dobutbecauseyouwanttocushionme,youwantto

letitslide.I’m notfifteenanymoreJosh.I’m 22and

asmuchasweareinthisuniontogether,youalso

havetobeconsidered.

Joshua:Notattheexpenseofyoulosingyourmind

overitall.

Marang:Isn’tlovingsomeonetothefullestallabout

losingyourmindjusttomakethem happy?Joshua

from 15youhavebeenthere,youdiagnosedmy

ADHD,yougotSeeletsotohelpmepassatschool,

yougavemeagirlfriendallowancejustthatnowI’m

stoppingyoufrom doingsobecauseIgetastudent

allowance,youdideverythingforme.Everythingand

Iam grateful.Youhavebeenthereeverystepofthe

wayandIhaven’tevenbroughtanythingtothetable.



YesImakeyouhappy.HellIknowyouareatyour

happiestaroundme,trustmebabyIknowbut

dingwagadiatsamaya.Youarealmostthirtyandall

youragemateshavefamiliesoftheirownandyou

arestillcushioningme.Idon’twantustobethat

couplewhereyouareatyourfiftiesandyoudon’t

haveachildatall.

Shepausedtobreath.

Marang:Youwantkids,Ioverheardyouearlieronand

ithurtsyouthatyoudon’thaveone.It’snolonger

babyfeverandwearebothlearnedenoughtoknow

thatneitheroneofushasaproblem.Wearebothfit,

healthyandcompatibleineverymedicallytested

wayJoshuaandinayearfrom nowonceourhouse

isfinishedandI’m donewithschool,itwillget

frustratingthatwedon’tevenhaveasinglechild.

JoshuaI’m failingasyourwifecan’tyouseethat?

I’m notgoodenough.

Joshua:Marangyouarenot.



Shestoodupandranherhandsthroughherhair.He

didn’twanttohearherpointofview.

Joshua:MarangIknowtellingyoutostopobsessing

won’tstopthat.Maranggettherapy.

Marang:Joshuakesharpo.

Joshua:Marangyouarenot.

Marang:Canwestoptalkingaboutthis?Weare

goingtofightandIhateitwhenwefight.

Joshua:YouarejustbeingstubbornMarang.You

nevergotoverourfirstmiscarriage.

Marang:Whoevergetsoverlosingapartofhermme

Joshua?WhetherIknewornotdoesn’tmakeithurt

muchless.Butyouwouldn’tunderstandyouweren’t

theonebleedingandcluelessaboutwhatwas

happeningwhenithappened.

Joshua’sjawdropped.Wow!

Joshua:MarangwemadethatbabytogetherandI

grievedtoowhenithappened.



Marang:Wellwhythehellareyoutellingmetoget

overitbecauseIwilllovewiththepainevery

goddamnsecondofmylifeandalltheotherthings

thathappenedtome?(rubbinghereyes)

Joshua:Atsomepointwehavetomoveon.

Marang:ImovedonJoshua,youjustkeeptellingme

thatI’m stuckonitandIthinkbacktothattime.Nna

I’m donetalking.Honestly.

Shewalkedtothebedroom andgothercardigan.

Shewalkedoutsecondslater.

Joshua:WhereareyougoingMarang?It’slate..

Marang:Abreathoffreshair.I’m suffocatinginhere..

Shewalkedpasthim,leavingherphoneandrushed

totheliftandquicklypressedthebuttons.

Joshualetherbeandhesatonthecouchdefeated.

Thatescalatedfastandhehadn’tintendedforthings



togosouth.

Marangquietlyleanedagainstthemetalwallsofthe

liftasitwentdown.Shesteppedoutoftheliftonce

thedoorsopenedandwalkedout.Thechillybreeze

hitherandsherubbedhernoseholdingbacktears.

Shepulledhercardiganclosertoherchestand

startedwalkingtoGodknowswhereinsearchof

innerpeace.

Sheheldbacktearsasshewalked.Thestreetlights

wereonandthenightlifeofTorontowasjust

beginning,shelookeduptheskyasshesawthe

stars.Shesmiledandsawabenchnearby.She

wasn’tfarofffrom theapartment.Anhourjust

inhalingthenightairandregainingherthoughts,so

shecanapproachherhusbandwithaclearmind.

Shecouldn’ttalktohim whenshewaslikethis,her

tonguewillslipandshemightsaysomethingsshe

mightregretlaterwheneverythingwassettled.



Shetrulyhateditwhentheyfought.Itwashellandit

tooksomuchofherenergyleavingherdrained.

Shetwistedthediamondringonherfingerand

sighedrubbinghereyes.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelowipedhertears.Whydidhermom haveto

besomean?Shedidn’tmeantofallpregnantbutit

happened.Nowsheraisedtheissueofherlosing

herleg.Ittookhermorethantwoyearsoftherapyto

acceptthatandfinallybeconfidentinherself.

Sherubbedhersmallbumpandmoretearsfilledher

eyes.Thedooropenedandsherubbedhereyes.

RaPhem:Areyouokay?

Phemelo:Eerra..

RaPhem:Youarecrying..



Phemelofakedasmilewhilerubbinghereyes.

Phemelo:Hormones..

RaPhem:Youhavebeencrying...

Hewalkedtothebedandsatnexttoher.Hewas

disappointedthathisdaughterfellpregnantbefore

finishingschoolbutshewasresponsibletotellthem

andnoteventhinkofabortion.Shewaswillingtobe

responsibleforwhatshedid.

RaPhem:Whatisit?

Phemeloburstintotearsandherfatherhuggedher.

Shebrokethehugandcriedonhischest.

Phemelo:Mamaaskedaboutwhothefatherofthe

babyisandshesaidsomethingmean.

RaPhem:I’lltalktoherokay?Don’tstressmy

grandchild..

Phemelolaughedsoftlyasherfatherrubbedher

back.



Phemelo:You’reacceptingthatyouhavea

grandchild?

RaPhem:ithappenedakerewehavetoacceptitneh

Phem..

Phemelo:Akere..

RaPhem:don’tstresstoomuch,I’lltalktoyour

mother.Shestillthinkshefailedyouineveryaspect

asaparentandistakingitoutonyou.

Phemelonoddedandclosedhereyes.

AttheColtons

RaJoshwasinthekitchenthinkingaboutwhathis

sonsaidearlier.Henevermissedthosesubtle

wordsthatwerethrowninMarang’sfaceduring

familygatherings.Thehurtfulwordsabouthernot

bearingachildweredisguisedasjokesbuthewas

surethatwaswhatstressedher.Joshuaonthe

otherhandwastheonewhoavoidedgathering

becauseofthatveryreason.Marriagewasavery



trickyinstitutebuthewassuretheywillovercomeit.

HissonlovedMarangsomuchandsodidMarang.If

therewassuchathingcalledasoulmatehewas

suretheyweresoulmates.

AtMarang’sapartment

Joshuapacedupanddown.Ithadbeenmorethan

anhourandMarangwasn’tbackhere.Inhisarms.

Hegotajacketandthekeystotheapartmentbefore

hewalkedout.

BythebenchesMaranglookedatherfeet.Shewas

inamuchcalmerstate,shethoughtaboutwhathe

saidandwhatshesaidaswell.Shewasn’tbeingfair

onhim knowingthatwhenshewasstressed,that

equallystressedhim.Shelookedatherringonce

againbeforelookingaheadtowatchpeoplewalk

aroundwhilesomecrossedthestreet.



THEGAME

#80

AtMarang’sapartment

Joshuaspottedhiswifebythebenchesandhe

walkedthere.Hefoundhersittingaloneandhesat

nexttoher.

Joshua:Hi.

Marang:I’m sorry.

Shelookedathim.

Marang:Itwasinsensitiveofmetoassumethatjust

becauseyoudidn’tcarrythebaby,youweren’thurt.

I’m sorry.

Shelookedattheconstellation,hopingallher

solutionswerewrittenthere.Ormaybeawishing



starmightflypastandshemightwishupona

wishingstar.

Joshuakeptquietandjusttookhersmallhandinhis.

Shesqueezeditandsmiled.Hewasherpeaceeven

iftheyfoughtsometimes.

Twominutesofsilencepassedbetweenthem

beforeJoshuabrokethesilence.

Joshua:Marangpromiseme..

Marang:What?

Joshua:Let’sletthisgo.Whathappens,happens...

Shesuckedinadeepbreathandlookedather

husband.Hewasokaywiththem mightneverhaving

achildeveragain.

Marang:Youareokaywithusmightnothavinga

child?

Herubbedherhandsandlookedupatthesky.

Joshua:Iguess.OnemightsayI’m insanetonot



wanttohaveachildatmyagebutifit’satthecost

ofyoulosingyoursanity,Iwouldchooseyouover

andoveragain.

Marang:Sure?

Joshua:MarangI’m sure.

Shesmiledeventhoughapartofherfeltlikehewas

sacrificinghisonewishjustforher.Doingwhathe

didbestwhichwastoputherbestinterestsfirst

beforehisandthathurther.

Shekissedhischeeksandsmiledagain.

Joshua:ButIwasserious,takeupyourtherapy

sessionsagain.

Marang:Josh-

Joshua:Iwasnotdebatingsweetness.

Shesighedandnodded.

Joshua:Thankyou.



Sheplacedleanedoverandplacedherheadonhis

shoulderandhejustputhisarmsaroundher,

keepingherwarm withhisbody.

Marang:IloveyouandIappreciateeverythingyoudo

forme.YouarethesafehavenI’veeverknown.

Joshua:Iwillneverletyougo.

Marang:Pleasedon’t.NomatterhowcrazyIget,I

willbesolostwithoutyou.

Hekissedthetopofherhead.

Marang:I’m sorryforstressingyouout,youcame

heretospendtimewithmebecausewewillgoon

formonthwithoutseeingeachother.Iwentofflikea

sirenjustcrying.I’m toblame,it’sallonme.Inmy

headandIdidn’tmeanthat.Ihatefightingwithyou

tobehonest.Itdrainsthehelloutofme.

Joshua:Iknowbaby.

Maranglookedupathim.Shedidn’tdeserveaninch

ofthisloyalman.Shewasstillyoungandshewas

boundtomessupalongtheway.



Marang:Tellmewe’llbejustfineevenifIlosemy

mind?

Hechuckledandkissedherforehead.

Joshua:Tilltheend.

Marang:TellmeI’m allyouwantevenifIbreakyour

heart...

Joshua:Iwouldneverwantanother.Itwouldtakeme

yearstorecoverfrom abrokenheartMarang.I’m not

thatstrong,ifIloveyou,Ilovehardandfiercelywith

noinhibitions.

Shekissedhislipswithalittlesmile.

AtPhemelo’sparents

PhemelotalkedtoTheooverthephoneasshetold

him abouthernextscan.Shewantedtodoanother

onebeforesheleftforschool.

Theo:Ican’twaitmylove.

Phemelo:mylovekemang?(whoismylove?)



Theorolledhiseyeslaughing.

Theo:Mxm..Iloveyouokay?

Phemelosmiledasshelaidonherbedremembering

thosedayswhenshewasstillastudentatMater

Speiandshewouldbeupallnighttalkingtohim.

Phemelo:IloveyouTheo.Byedaddytobe.

Theo:Byesweetheart.

Shehungupfirstandmovedtothesideofthebed

whereshetouchedaround.Shegothercrutchesand

walkedoutofthebedroom.

Shemadeherwaytothekitchenwhereshetriedto

makeherselfsomethingtoeat.Meanwhileinthe

bedroom RaPhem talkedtohiswife.

RaPhem:Iunderstandthatyouareangrybutwhat

yousaidtoPhemeloisnotit.

MaPhem:Sheshouldknowactionshave

consequences..



RaPhem:Bybringingupwhathappenedinthepast?

Thepastsheistryingtohealfrom?Classic

parenting.

Shekeptquiet.

RaPhem:Ithinkyoushouldapologize.

MaPhem:I-I

RaPhem:Iwillaskher.

MaPhem justnoddedandwalkedout.Shewalked

toPhemelo’sbedroom dooranditwasopen.She

walkedtothekitchentofindhersittingonthechairs

eating.

MaPhem:howisthefood?

Phemelo:Good.Thankyou..

Shesatdownnexttoherandlookedaroundthe

kitchen.

MaPhem:Uhm ifyouneedababysitteroncethe

babyisborn,I’llvolunteer.



Phemeloalmostchokedonherfood.Wasthatan

apologyofsomesort?

Phemelo:Iwouldreallyappreciateitmom.

MaPhem:andwecanhavearoom forthebabytoo..

Phemelohidasmile.Blackparentsandneversaying

sorryupfront.Lookathertalkingaboutallthegood

thingsshewilldoinsteadofsayingsorry.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#81

Thefollowingmorning

AtTheo’splace

Theoplacedthephonebetweenhisshoulderandear

ashetalkedtohisfather.

Theo:I’m excitedtobehonest.Whatifthisistheonly

childI’lleverhaveinthislifetime.

RaTheo:Wellthenyouneedtodorightbythisgirl?

What’shername?

Theo:Phemelo..

Hisfatherfrownedattheotherendoftheline.The

namesoundedfamiliar,toofamiliar.Hewentquiet



forawhiletryingtorememberwhereheheardthe

namefrom.ItfinallyclickedwhenTheoaskedifhe

wasstillthere.

RaTheo:Wait,isshethatgirlfrom yearsback?

Theo:Yes..

RaTheo:Isee.

Theo:Igenuinelyloveherfather.Ido..

RaTheo:Peloekaserati(theheartwantswhatit

wants)

Theojustnodded.

RaTheo:I’llcallameetingsowecanpaydamages.

Theo:Thankyou.

RaTheo:CongratulationsandI’lltellyourmom.She

willbesoexcitedtobeagrandmother.

Theo:(laughing)shethoughtitwasgoingtobe

impossible.

RaTheo:Weallthoughtitwasgoingtobethatway

butGodworksinmysteriousways.



Theo:Hedoes.

RaTheo:Theo?

Theo:Rra?

RaTheo:Cherishher,takecareofthechildandher.

Thismightbeyouronlychanceofeverbeinga

fatherandkanaifyouweretohurther,shewillwalk

awaywithyourchild.Imagineanothermanraising

yourchildandhercarryinganotherman’schildon

topofthat.

Theo’sthroatdriedupatthatpossibility.Itwas

simplygoingtobreakhim ifPhem wastocarry

anotherman’schild.

RaTheo:Youarebecomingafathersoonandit’s

timetodoeverythingright.Onnalelelwapajaanong.

Theo:Eerra.

RaTheo:AnywayyourunclesandIwilltalktoyou

aboutit.Haveagooddayson.

Theo:Haveagooddaydad.



Hehungupandherubbedhisjaw.Heneededtoget

hisfinancesinorder.Phemelowasjustastudent

andregardlessofthefactthatherfamilyhadmoney,

hewasgoingtotakecareofhisbabymama.He

dialedhernumberanditrangacoupleoftimes

beforesheanswered.

Phemelo:Hello(sleepy)

Theo:Iwokeyouup?

Phemelo:Yeahkindof..

Theo:Morning..

Shesmiledrubbinghereyes.

Phemelo:Goodmorning...(yawning)

Theo:Sleep,I’llcalllater.

Phemelo:okay.B-bye...

Hehungupwithalittlesmileandgotreadyforwork



whilePhemelowentbacktosleep.

AtMarang’sapartment

WhenJoshuawokeup,Marangwasfastasleep

withhertinylipsapart.Heyawnedandgrabbedhis

phone.Hestartedfilmingherassheyawnedsoftly.

Whywasshethisbeautifulthough?

Hekissedherlipswhiletakingthevideoandshe

turnedutteringsomethingnon-coherent.He

chuckledandkissedher,shepushedhim awaywith

hersofthand.Hestoppedfilming,upthephone

awayandlaidhisheadbetweenherbreasts.

Marangopenedhereyesfeelingtheweightonher

chest.Shewantedtostretchherbodybuthewas

heavy.

Marang:Oheavy..(sleepy)

Hemovedhisheadandsheyawnedstretchingher

bodybeforeshelookedathim.



Marang:Morningbaby.

Joshua:Heysweetness...

Shesmiledashegotbetweenherlegs.

Marang:It’sstillearlybabe..putyourhead

here(indicatingherbarechest)

Joshua:YousaidIwasheavy..

Marang:Baatlhe..

Hedidasshesaidandsherubbedhisjawwithher

softhands.

Marang:Okaytalktome..

Joshuakissedthespacebetweenherboobsand

shelaughedpushinghisheadaway.

Marang:Ngng..I’m serious..

Joshua:Idon’twanttogoback..

Marang:Youhavetobaby.IjustwishIwasalmost

donewithschool.Itissoexhaustinggore.

Joshua:Itgetslonelywithoutyou..



Marangsensedthatthereweretwosidestothe

loneliness.

Marang:ByspringbreakI’llbehomeokay?Ihate

beingawayfrom youbutwegotthisright?

Joshua:Wedo...Gapeworkisstressfulgoremma.

Marang:Ihopeyouarenotkillingyourselfwiththe

nightshifts.

Hekeptquiet.

Marang:Joshua!!Wetalkedaboutthis.Theyleave

youexhausted.

Joshua:tlhemmadon’tmakeabigdealoutofit.

Marang:Itisabigdeal,itismentallytaxingyouand

younevereatkanaJoshua.Dotheshelveshave

foodathome?

Joshua:Babe..

Marang:NgngJoshua,I’lltalktomom goreadire

dijoandLetsoaboaditlisaatwork..

Sherubbedhishead.



Marang:Eatingtakeouteverychanceyougetisnot

good..

Joshua:Youareworryingovernothing.

Marang:It’snotnothingtomerraetsho.

Hechuckledagainsthechestandshecontinued

rubbinghishead.

Marang:Ineedtomakeyousomethingtoeat,when

yougetbacktheyshouldseegoreotswa

mosading.(theyshouldseethatyouarefrom your

wife’splace)

Joshua:Marangtlhemmaoratadilo!

Shelaughedandtouchedhisear,hisearswould

maketheirkidslookugly.Hewasahandsomeman

butnah,hisearsareanono..iftheycouldhavehis

smileandhissofthair.

Shesmiled.Itdidn’thurtthatmuchnowthatthey

chosetoletitgo,ifithappensithappensrightandif

itdoesnotthenGodshallpullthem through.



Marang:I’llshaveyourbeard,welltrim it.

Joshua:Ifyoudarecutme..

Marang:Ioncediditandabokegohamassagehela

yoorobust..(andIwillgiveyouonehellofamassage)

Hesmiled.

Joshua:Ilikethesoundofthat.

Marang:Notwhatyou’rethinking.

Joshua:Iloveyoutoobaby..

Marang:Waitsebabyinthislastweek,you’regoing

tolookgood.

Joshua:AkereIam eatingthep*ssyeverydaywithno

breaksinbetween,howcanInotlookgood?

Marang:Mxm..

Joshua:Wetalkedmma..openwide.

Marangblushedandshookherhead,feelingthe

familiarwetnesspoolbetweenherlegs.Henever

askedforitreally,justtookandshelovedit.



Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Openwide!

Hemovedhisheadandgotonhiskneesandshe

openedherlegs.Thismanwasexhausting.

Joshua:Lookatthatabogotwekeskaglower?(and

theysayIshouldn’tglow)

Marang:Katswala..(I’m closing)

Joshua:Don’tyoudare...

Heputhisheadbetweenherlegsandhismoist

tonguesweptoverherfoldsandshemoaned.

Joshua:Ilovebeingmarried..Mywifeisawhole

meal..(licking)mymeal.

Shecoveredherfacewithherhandsasshemoaned

softly.



Atthehospital

Seeletsosatonthechairasshewentthroughher

WhatsAppstatusesaroundmidday.Joshuahad

updatedhisstatuswithhiswife’smorningvideo.

Theyweresocutetogether,amatchmadeinheaven

tobehonestandshesighedwistfully.Shesawhow

lovelookedgoodonthebothofthem andshe

struggledtofindsomethinglikethat.

Shehonestlydidnotwanttosettleforless.Imagine

atthisdayandageshewasstillavirginbecauseshe

nevergaveboysachance.Therewasjustsomething

aboutseeingloveinactiononotherpeoplethat

madeithardforhertolowerherstandards.They

suresetthebarhighandshewasnotcompromising

whenitcametoherstandards.

Shesighedandplacedherphoneaway.



AtMarang’sapartment

Marangwasdonewiththehousechoresandlaidon

thecouchexhausted.Herhairstucktoherforehead,

shelaughedalone,thatinsatiablebeasthadfallen

asleepagainaftertheirsteamyroundsinthe

bedroom.Sheneededtogetstartedonthefoodand

takeashower.Thenjoinhim andsleep.Hewillhelp

herwithherschoolworklater.

Shewasgoingtomisshim whenheleaves.It

alwayshurtlikeabitchwhenheleftorsheleftafter

theyspenttimetogether.Onanhonestnote,video

callswerenotenough.Attimeswhenshewantedto

crywhenschoolwasshowingherflames,she

wantedtobeinhisarms,hisvoicewassoothingbut

beinginhisarmswasmuchbetter.Thosewherethe

chroniclesofalongdistancemarriagebutashard

asitwastherewasnocheatingfrom bothsides.

Cheatingwouldruinthismarriagebecauseitwas



builtontrustanditishardtogettrustback,

especiallyknowingtheycouldtalktoeachother

aboutit.

Shepushedherhairbackandgotupfrom thecouch.

.

.

*

*

*

6MONTHSLATER



THEGAME

#82

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelosatonthebigball,doingthoseexercises

thenursessaidsheshouldtryout.Shewasoverdue

butthebabyshowednosignsofcoming.Shetyped

onherphonetalkingtoTheotobringhersomething

toeat.

Hermotherwalkedinandsighed.

MaPhem:Thechildmustbeheavy.

Phemelo:Overdue,overweightbaby..

MaPhem:Keepdoingthoseexercisesmme..

Phemelonoddedbeforecarefullystandingup.She

woreherprostheticlegmorebecausehertummy



washeavyandshehadtogetassistancewhen

wearingit.Schoolsweren’tclosedbutthrough

discussion,e-learningwasthesolutionherebecause

sheneededtogivebirthandmaybebyJanuaryshe

willbebackatschooleventhoughshewillbe

leavingababythatisbarely3monthsoldifhepops

outintime.

Shesatonthecouchandbreathedinandout.Just

likeshewastold.Justafewweeksoverdueandshe

wouldcryifshewasgoingtobepregnantfora

wholetenmonths.

Phemelo:Mamadoesmynoselookgood?

MaPhem:Emaswegore(itisveryugly)

Phemelo:ahah..mamayouweren’tlikemewhenyou

werelastpregnant.

MaPhem:Peoplearedifferent,you’llbeokayafter

yougivebirth.DoyouhaveanylaundryIneedto

washtheclothesandisthebabybagready.

Phemelo:Eemma.



HermotherstoodupandwalkedtoPhemelo’s

bedroom assherubbedhertummy.

Phemelo:Boyboypleasecomeout.Yourmotheris

tired..(withaweaksmile)

ShegrabbedherphoneandtriedcallingMarang.It

wasn’tgoingthrough,shewasthedoctorintraining

hereandsheneededhearheropinion.

AtToronto,Canada

GabbyhelpedMarangwithherluggage.

Gabriel:Whenareyoucomingback?

Marang:Afteraweekorso.Ihaven’tbeenhomefor

over9months.

Gabriel:Justsayyoumissthatpieceofchocolate.

Marangrolledhereyesblushing.



Marang:Imisshim.Alot..

Gabriel:Youguysaresocute.I’m jealous.

Marang:YourtimewillcomeGabby.

Shecheckedherwatch.

Marang:Let’shurrybeforeImissmyflight..

Gabriel:Okaydoll...

Thetwowalkedthroughtheairportandtook

Marang’sbagsforcustom checksandsheshowed

them herticket.

WhentheyweredoneshehuggedGabby.

Marang:I’m gonnamissyou..

Gabriel:Takeyoursweettimedoll..

Marang:Okay.SeeyouwhenIcomebackandthank

you(breakingthehug)



ShewalkedawayandGabbywavedheroff.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelorubbedhertummywhileshewaitedfor

Theotobringherfood.Hermotherwasstayingat

homethesedaysbecauseshewasdue.She

appreciatedherefforts,shedidn’tknowwhatwould

happenifhermotherwasnothereandthebaby

decidestomakeasurpriseappearancepasthisdue

date.

Theintercom rangandsheknewitwasTheo.She

slowlywalkedtothedoorwhereshepressedthe

button.Thegateopenedandshewassurethedogs

wouldgetoutbuttheyalwayscomeback.

Sheopenedthedoorslightlyandslowlysatdown

closinghereyes.Minuteslaterthedooropenedand

hewasholdingwhatshewanted.Shewasallheavy



anduglywhilehelookedimmaculateinhisthree

piecebusinesssuit.Hewasthekindthatlooked

goodinanything.TearsfilledhereyesandTheo

frowned.

Theo:Heywhat’swrong?IwasinameetingbutI’m

here.Phemelo?

Hesatdownnexttoherandheldherhands.

Theo:I’m sorry,younolongerwantthefood?Icango

getanyotherthingyouwant..

Phemelo:Youlooksoniceandthenthereismewith

thebignose,chubbycheeksandallthisweight.Ke

ntsemompegore(Ilookugly)

Herubbedhisjaw.

Theo:Youarenot.Stopsayingthat.

Sherubbedhereyesandlookedatthefoodhehas

placeddown.

Phemelo:Youbroughteverything?

Theo:Idid.Howishe?



Shesmiledandtouchedhertummy.

Phemelo:OkayIguess,Ididn’tfeelhis-ohshit!Take

metothehospital..

Theo:What’swrong?

Phemelo:Ididn’tfeelhiskickstoday,maybethereis

somethingwrongwithmybabyTheo.

Theo:Babybreathinandout.Don’tbeparanoid.

Phemelo:Iam not,Ididn’tfeelhiskicks(panicking)

MaPhem madeherwaytotheloungeandTheo

greetedher.Sheacknowledgedhim withanodof

herhead.

MaPhem:Phemelowhat’swrong?

Phemelo:MamaIdidn’tfeelhim kick,takemetothe

hospital..

MaPhem:Phemelo..

Phemelo:Please,justtobesafe.

Theo:Okay..I’lltakeher.(toPhemelo’smother)let’s



go..

PhemeloslidherfeetintothesliponsandTheotook

herhand.Sheheldontightlytohim astheygotout

ofthehouse.

Phemelo:I’m stillhungry.

Theo:I’llgetyourfood..

Phemelo:Thankyou.

Theokissedhercheekasheopenedthecardoorfor

her.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#83

Atthehospital

ThedoctorplacedthewandoverPhemelo’s

protrudingbelly.Theyallwaitedanxiouslytohear

theheartbeat.TheirheartsskippedbeatsasTheo

heldPhemelo’shand,rubbingitjustforhertocalm

down.

Thedoctorfrownedandlookedatthescreen.He

removedthewandandplaceditthereagain.The

strongheartbeatfilledtheroom andPhemeloheld

backtears.

Doctor:Thisisstrange.

Phemelo’shappinesswasshortlivedhearingthe

doctor’swords.Hermotherfrownedasshesat



down.TheyallknewthatPhemelowaslongoverdue

andwereanxiouslywaitingforhertogointolabor.

Doctor:Mam whatdidyourlastscanreveal?

Phemelo:I’m carryingaboy..

Doctor:Letmedothisagain.

Heplacedthecoldwandoverherbellyandthe

heartbeatgotstrongerandstronger.Aslongastheir

babywasstillaliveinthere,theyweregood.Just

waitingforhim topopoutandgiveherabreak.

Doctor:Therearetwoheartbeatshere.

Theo:What?

Doctor:Twoheartbeatssir,that’swhyit’ssoloud

andstrong.

Phemelo:B-bu...(trailingoff)

Shewasconfused.Howdidthescansmissthat?

Thatwasweirdandsuspicious.



Theo:Doctoryouareleavingallofusconfused..

MaPhem:Same..

Thedoctorlookedatallthreeofthem.

Doctor:From theheartbeatitseemsasifthereare

twobabiesinherebutthescanrevealsone..

Theyalllookedatthesonogram andbackatthe

doctor.

Doctor:Butwewillseewhenshegivesbirth.

Phemelonodded.Theywillseewhenshegivesbirth.

Evenifitisonlyonechildshewillbethehappiest.

ShewassoexcitedtoseeTheo’sfacewhenhe

holdshissonforthefirsttime.Shehadlong

requestedforhim tobeintheroom whenshegives

birthandtheyhadarrangedeverythingforher.Her

disabilitywasnotgoingtoaffectthebirthoftheir

baby.

Doctor:Sheishealthyandthebabyinthereishealthy.

Theo:Thankyoudoctor.



Theohelpedhergetoffthebedandheldherwaist

ashermotherwalkedoutfirst.Shelookedatthem

behindherandsmiledabit.Maybeshehadbeentoo

toughonherdaughter.Shewashappywiththat

Theoladanditseemedasiftheboywasexcited

aboutbeingafather.

MaPhem:Phem you’llfindmeathome.

Phemelo:Thankyoumama..

Shewalkedaheadasthetwostartedtalking.

Phemelo:Wehavedecidedonnamesakere?No

changingmr..

Theo:Iwantedtonamehim Theodore.

Phemelorolledhereyes.

Phemelo:Cassian?

Theo:Wearestilldebating?

Phemelo:I’m notgivinghim yournamebecausehe

hasyourlastnamealready.



Theo:Youareaverystubbornwoman.

Phemelo:Thanks..

Theywalkedoutofthehospital,headingtothe

parkinglot.

Phemelo:I’m hungrygore..

Theo:Youeattoomuch.

Phemelo:Idon’tcareTheo.I’m hungry.

Theo:Howareyougoingtobeginlosingweight?

Phemelo:WhenIwantto...

Heopenedthedoorforherandhelpedhergetinside

beforewalkingtohissideofthedoor.

Atthehospital

Joshuasighedrubbinghisjaw.Helistenedashis

unclespokeoverthephone,thisconversationwas



gettingboringandthefactthatallhisrelativeswere

allupinhisbusinesswasrubbinghim upinthe

wrongway.

Joshua:Ihearyou.

Uncle:Wearecomingthatsidetomorrow.

Joshua:Thereisreallynoneedforthat.

Uncle:Thereisabigneedforthat.Byemotlogolo.

HisunclehungupandJoshualeanedbackdialing

hiswife’snumber.

‘DrJoshuaColtonisunavailabletotakeyourcallat

themomentpleaseleaveashort

message(laughter)byeee!’

Hesmiledsadlyandleftamessage.

Joshua:Sweetheartcallmewhenyougetthisfrom

therealDrJoshuaColton(laughingsadly)



Heendedthecallandrubbedhishead.Thiswasso

unnecessaryandhedidn’twanttogetintothattalk

withtheelders.Helookedatthegoldbandonhis

ringfinger.Hesmiledalone.Healwaysremembers

theirvowseverytimehelooksatit.

AtJoshua’sfather’soffice

RaJosh:Thismeetingisunnecessary.

Uncle:Youarefailingyourhomeandwehaveto

intervene.

RaJosh:Joshuaisagrownassmanwhoiscapable

ofdoingwhatisbestforhisownhouse,itnot

necessaryforyouguystoputhim underpressure.

Uncle:Wewillgettothebottom ofthis.Tomorrow

wearecomingbrotheranditisfinal.

WiththatthecallwascutshortandRaJoshua

angrilypunchedthetable.Noteveryonepokingtheir

nosesinhisson’sbusiness.Hedidn’tneedthis



especiallyafterthatvulnerablemomenthetoldhim

hewantedachildbuthiswife’shappinesscamefirst

beforehis.Hecoveredhisfacewithhishands.

AtBobonong

OneoftheColtonauntiessatdowninthekitchenas

theprettyNadiawasbusydoingdishes.Shewaso

humbleandhadadecentbackground.Bothparents

stillaliveandshehadacertificateinearlychildhood.

Aunt:Nadiahowlonghasitbeensinceyouhave

seenJoshua?

Herjawdropped.

Nadia:IheardhewasherelastDecember.

UnfortunatelyIwastravelingwithmyparentsbutit

hasbeenawhile.Heismarriedright?

Theauntshrugged.

Aunt:Anywaywehaveaproposalforyou..



Nadiarinsedtheplateandputitaway.Shegrabbed

akitchenclothandwipedherhands.Shehelpedout

everynowandthenaroundheresinceherparents

werefriendswiththeColtons.Joshuahadbeenher

crushwhenshewasyoungyoungandwelltoherhis

sisterwasstuckup.Alwaysonherownandnever

interactingwithpeople.Thatwasrudebehavior

accordingtohowshewasraisedbutJoshuanever

noticedherotherthanthegirlnextdoorwheneverhe

washereathisgranny’splace.

Nadia:I’m listening...

Theauntchangedhermindmid-way.Theywilltalk

toherparentsinstead.

Aunt:Forgetit,haveyoufoundajobyet.

Nadia:Notyet,thesedaystheyhirepeoplewith

degreesandIonlyhaveacertificate.

Notforlong.Theauntthought.

Nadia:ButIwillfindsomething,Godwilling.

Shemovedfrom thesinkandopenedthecupboard



tomaketheoldwomantea.Thatwomanlovedher

asifshewaspartoftheColtonfamily.

Aunt:I’m surprisedyouarestillnotmarriedtillthis

day.

Nadia:InevergoanywherebesidesIstillhavetoget

mylifeinorder.

Aunt:Smartgirl.

Unlikesomeonesheknewwhowasmilkingher

nephewbutfailedtodojustonesimple.Justone

simplething.

.

.

*

*

*

1klikesthenanotherfollowsimmediately.Ourinsert

marathonbeginsnowandy’allaregonnawishIhad

disappeared



THEGAME
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Atthehospital

Seeletsostoodatthecountergivingoutthe

prescriptiondrugswithasmallsmileonherface.

Shepausedasshetooktheprescriptionpaperfrom

themanwhowashidingbehindglasses.Their

fingersbrushedandshesmiledabitasshelooked

atthepaper.

Shewenttotheshelfandgotthepillcontainer.She

woreherglovesandstartedcountingthepills.She

gavehim thepillsandhepaused.Heremovedhis

shadesandlaughedabitembarrassed.

Him:Thankyou..

Seeletso:Welcome(lookingattheprescriptionpaper



onceagain)MrPula..

Helaughed.

Seeletso:Thecorrectwaytotakethepillsiswritten

onit.

Heglancedatthepills.Itwaskindofembarrassing

foraprettyladylikehertogivehim pillstohelpwith

hislowsperm count.Sheprobablythinksheisweak.

Mostbeautifulladiesthinkso,takehisexfor

example.

Seeletsosmiledashelookeddownandbackather.

Washeshy?

Seeletso:Sirareyoushy?

Him:I’m not.

Seeletso:Okay..(smallsmile)Haveagoodday.

Him:Sametoyoumam..

HewalkedawayandSeeletsowatchedhim walk

awaythenshesighedcontentedly.Helookedlike



thequiettype.Shewasprobablynevergoingtosee

him again.Shewalkedawayfrom thecounterand

wenttocheckthestockofthepillsavailableand

writedownthedrugsthatarenotavailableatthe

hospitalcounteratthemoment.

MeanwhileJoshuaworehisstethoscopeandstood

uponhisfeet.Hecheckedhisphoneexpectinga

callfrom hiswifebuttherewasnothing.Shewas

probablybusybutshealwayscalledhim.Heneeded

tode-stressandtalkaboutitwithher.Shewas

literallytheonlypersonheopeneduptoandimagine

thosesofthandsrubbinghisneckashetoldher

everything.Hesighedandrubbedhischestarea

beforehewalkedouttoresumehisroundsaround

thehospital.Hewasnotonthelatenightshiftthis

weeksohewasgoingtogohomeandgetsome

sleep.Everythingwasjustnotit.

Hesmiledalonerememberingherlecturehim about

thenightshiftsaweekago.Shesaidshewanted



him inonepiecenotalltiredandgrumpy.Apparently

hewasgrumpywhentiredandshedidn’tlikethat.

Imaginethatlittlenymphtellinghim allthat.Hewas

gonealright.Shehadhim inthepalm ofherlittle

handsandhewouldn’twanttochangethatonany

givenday.

Thenursegreetedhim andhereturnedacasual

smileandwalkedaway.Likealwaystheystarted

talkingabouthim.Theyonlysawhiswife

sometimesbutshewasreallyyoungerthanhim but

whoweretheytojudge,sometimeshelookedlonely.

Mustbehardhavingawifecontinentsandoceans

awayandseeingeachothertwiceorthreetimesa

year.

RaJoshua’soffice

RaJoshtalkedtohiswifeasshewentonalong

lecture.



RaJosh:Kautwa..

MaJosh:Tellyourfamilytostayoutofmyson’s

business.Wherethehelldotheygettheaudacityto

dictatewhathappensinhismarriage?Wherethey

therewhentherelationshipwasnew?Wherethey

therewhenJoshuawasnursingMarang’sbroken

heartafterthemiscarriage?

RaJoshkeptquiet.

MaJosh:Exactly.Ilovemydaughterinlawandtrust

me,Iwillbedisrespectfulifbamobolaisadipuo.

Marangisliterallythesweetesttota.

RaJosh:Itoldthem tonotcomebuttheydidn’tlisten.

MaJosh:Abatleee.Ketlabokebaemetsenna..(let

them comethen.Iwillbewaitingforthem)

RaJosh:Eemma..

MaJosh:Theyjustwanttodestroymyson’s

marriageandIwon’tallowthat,whatiftheydon’t

wanttohavekids?Mxm,baskabalekago

ntsheleka.I’llshowthem theexactreasonwhyI’m

from Kgatleng.Gosharpo.



ShehungupwithoutsayinggoodbyeandRaJoshua

dialedhisbrother’snumber.Heanswered

immediately.

RaJoshua:Hello..

Uncle:Hell..

RaJoshua:DoIeverinterveneinyourhousehold

matters?

Uncle:No..

RaJoshua:IsSegolomarried?

Uncle:No..

RaJoshua:HaveIevermadethatanyofmy

business?

Uncle:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

RaJoshua:StayoutofJoshua’sbusiness.Heismy

sonandthisismyhome.Don’tmakemehateyou

forwantingtoinvolveyourselvesinbusinessthat

doesnotconcernyou.



Theunclehungupimmediatelyandhelookedathis

wife.

Aunt:Whatdidhesay?

Uncle:ApparentlyIshouldstayoutoftheirbusiness..

Theauntlaughedandclappedherhands.

Aunt:Theyareprotectingthatbarrenthing?Radi

bonatlhe..

ThegrannywalkedinwithNadiabyherside.

Aunt:mmaiye?

MaColton:Ma?

Aunt:ItisgoodthatwearegoingtotalktoJoshua

aboutstartingafamilyright?

MaColton:Yes.Youcan’tbemarriedforsolongand

nothaveachild.Nadiamakemeanothercupoftea

mychild.

Nadia:Eemma..



Shewalkedoutandtheauntconversedwiththe

granny.Theywerestillgoing.

Nadiawalkedoutwiththeteaandtheauntsmiled.

Aunt:Iwillbebackokay..

Shewalkedoutandstoodbythedoor.Nadiawould

makeabeautifulColtonbridebutthenoncepeople

werecivillymarrieditwasdifficulttotakeasecond

wife.Shewasthekindofwifetheyneeded.Butnow

shewasn’tsuggestingmarriage.

ShewalkedoutoftheyardandwalkedtoNadia’s

parents.

Onceshewaswelcomedinthehouseshesatdown.

Thewomanshewantedtosee.

Aunt:Hello..

MaNadia:Hii..



Aunt:Ihavesomethingwecantalkaboutbutit

needsahotcupofteaandscones.

MaNadia:Letmegetthose.

Theauntnoddedasshecrossedherlegswithalittle

smile.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelosatonthebigballdoingthoseexercises

shewasadvisedtodo.ShetriedcallingMarangbut

itjustledherstraighttovoicemail.Shesighedand

rubbedhertummyfeelingtinybitsofpainonher

lowerabdomen.Sherubbeditmoreasthepain

intensified.

Phemelo:Mama!

Hermothercamerunning.

MaPhem:What?



Phemelo:Ithurtshere..(indicatingherlower

abdomen)

MaPhem:Maybethebabyiscoming.Letmeget

yourbabybags..

Phemelo:okay.

ShemovedontheballanddialedTheo.

Theo:Mylove..

Phemelo:Ihaveabdominalpainsandmamasays

maybethebabyiscoming,sheistakingmetothe

hospital(calmly)

Theo:Iwillfindyouthereokay?Don’tpanicokay?

Phemelo:Iam not.YouaretheonepanickingTheo..

Theo:Yohyoh!Iwillfindyouguysthere.

Phemelo:Eerra.Sharpo.

Shehungupandsentherbestfriendatext.She

stoodupfrom theballashermothercameoutwith



thebagandthecarkeys.Shestretchedherself,

feelingthosestabsofdiscomfortonherlowerbelly.

Wasn’therwatersupposedtobreak?

Shecheckedthetime.Itwasalmostsevenpm.

MaPhem:Yourdadwillfindusthere,hewasworking

onsomanycase.

Phemelo:Okay..

Theywalkedtothecarandhermotheropenedthe

doorforher.

Theygotinthecarandhermotherbreathedinand

out.

MaPhem:Phemelopleasedon’tbethosewomen

whoinsultthenurseandmidwivestlhe.

Phemelo:Eemma..

MaPhem:Becalm baby,becalm okay?



Phemelo:Iwilltryokay?

MaPhem:Alright.Let’sgetgoing..

AtJoshua’splace

Hesatinthecouchinhisboxersandtriedcallinghis

wifeagain.Thatwasunlikehertoswitchoffall

communicationwithhim.Evenifshehadabusyday.

Hesighedandrubbedhiseyes.Helaiddownonthe

couchandclosedhiseyes.Hewillwakeupwhen

shecallshim.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthehospital

Theocamerushinginafterhewastoldtheroom

number.Whenheopenedthedoorexpectingtohear

screamshefoundhisbabymamaonthebedwitha

tuboficecream.

Theo:Kante?

Phemelo:Gatwetheseareminorcontrctions.My

waterhasn’tbrokeyetbutthebabyiscoming..

Sheputthespooninhermouthandlickedit.She

wasn’tevenstressed.Hermotherpeepedin.

MaPhem:Areyougood?

Phemelo:Eemma..



SheclosedthedoorandTheosatdown,thebaby

bagwasplacedonthebedsideandPhemelowas

focusedonhericecream.

Theo:Areyousupposedtoeatwhilewaitingtogive

birth?

Phemelo:NobutwhatwillIdotokeepmyself

company?

Sheplacedtheicecream tubdownandrubbedher

tummy.Itwasgettingabitintense.Shebreathedin

andout.

Phemelo:Breathinandoutwithmesoyoudon’t

stressTheo,otlaregolegakana..

Theo:Phemelo!

Phemelo:Doit..breathinandout..

Hedidsoasshesatuprightandrubbedhertummy.

Theolookedather,shewassocalm.Manywomen

wouldbegoingnutsrightnowatthethoughtof

poppingoutababybutshewasmakinghim do



breathingexercises.

Phemelosuckedonelastdeepbreathandlookedat

herbabydaddy.Shelaughed.Whywasheso

stressed?Hewasn’ttheonewhoisgoingtopusha

babythroughhisvagina.

Theo:It’snotfunny..

Phemelo:Rubmytummyforme,I’m tired..

Theo:Sure?

Phemelo:Yes..pleasedoittlhe..

Shelaiddownandpulledupherhospitalgownfor

him torubit.Shewascompletelynakedunderneath

thegown.Hepulledtheblanketuptoherlower

abdomenandstartedtomassagehertummy.

Phemelo:Wewilljustwaittillmywaterbreak.

Theo:Youaresochilledbaby..



Sheshrugged.

Phemelo:Yoursonwillcome.Oratadramagore

ngwanawagago(shakingherhead)

Theo:Ijoo...

AtJoshua’shouse

Joshua:Watchout!

Hesaidrunningtothesmallboywhohadalreadyhit

hisheadagainstthewall.

Marangwalkedoutofthekitchenwithaninfant

plantedonherhip.

Marang:Yoh!

Hepickedupthesmallboyandrubbedhisforehead

asheheldbacktears.

Marang:Isheokay?



Joshua:Don’taskhim that,hewillcry..

Marangrolledhereyesandlookedattheoneonher

hip.

Marang:I’m goingtoputhertosleepokay?

Joshua:Okay..

Shewalkedoutandherubbedhisforehead.

Joshua:I’m sorry..

Theboysuckedhisthumbandlookedathisfather

witheyesthatweresosimilartohismother’s.He

smiled.

Thedream wasinterruptedbytheloudringtoneof

hisphoneandhealmostfelloffthecouchashe

openedhiseyes.Herubbedhiseyes.Hecouldn’t

rememberwhathedreamedofbuthehadbeen

sleepingsocomfortably.Hesatupright.Herubbed

hisarms,hewasn’tsupposedtosleepforthatlong.



Hepickedhisphoneup.

Joshua:Hello(yawning)

MaJosh:Hey..wereyousleeping?

Joshua:Mother...

MaJosh:Ijustwantedtoaskifyouatesomething,

Marangalwaysworriesaboutyoueating..

Joshua:Idid..

MaJosh:IknowaliewhenIhearone.I’m sending

Seeletsotobringfoodtoyourplace.Noteven

debating.Bye..

Hismotherhungupandheyawnedstretchinghis

body.Hecheckedhisphonelogexpectingtohave

missedacallfrom hiswifebutstillnothing.

Hegotupfrom thecouchandmadehiswaytothe

bedroom.Hesatonthebedtryingtoremember

whathisdream wasaboutbuthewasblank.Itmight



notevenbeimportant.Atthispointhewasworried

abouthiswife.IfhehadGabby’snumberhewould

beaskingherabouthiswife’swhereabouts.Maybe

hewillraisequestionstomorrowtofindoutwhat

wasup,maybehewasworryingaboutnothing.

AttheColtons

Seeletso:ShouldItakefoodthere?

MaJosh:Ee...heisyourbrother..

Seeletso:Youseeyouandyourdaughterinlaware

goingtopayme.

MaJosh:Justgo..

SeeletsotookthetwoTupperwaredishesand

grabbedhercarkeys.Shewasn’tgoingtobelong.

Justdropoffhisfoodandgo.

Shewalkedoutofthehouse.



AtJoshua’shouse

Twentyminuteslater,Seeletsoparkedoutsidethe

gateandgotoutofthecarwiththefood.Shemade

sureshehadlockedhercarthensheopenedthe

gate.

Shelookedaroundandwalkedtothedoor.The

lightswerealloff.Hewasprobablysleeping.She

knockedonthedooracoupleoftimesbuttherewas

noresponse.

Seeletso:Josh?Bro?Openuptlherra..

Sheheardfootstepsandwaitedbythedoor.The

lockturnedandsecondslaterheopenedthedoor.

Shelookedathim butjusttodayhelookedso

miserableithurtseeinghim likethat.

Shewalkedinsideandheclosedthedoorwitha

yawn.



Seeletso:Joshareyouokay?

Joshua:Yeah.Putthefoodinthekitchen.

Shewalkedtothekitchentoputthefoodinthe

fridgeandwalkedbacktothelounge.

Seeletso:Wannatalkaboutit?

Joshua:I’m okay..

Seeletso:Youarenot.Somethingisweighingyou

down.YouaremybrotherandIknowyou..

Joshua:Seeletso...

Shejusthuggedhim.

Seeletso:Whateveritis,itwillbeokayokay?Ilove

youtooanddon’toverworkyourselftlherraotlare

bolaisamosadiwagago..(you’llgetusintrouble

withyourwife)

Hechuckledandhuggedhissisterback.

Seeletso:Weareherewheneveritgetstoomuch..



Joshua:Thanks.

TheyhuggedformorethanaminuteandSeeletso

brokeit.

Seeletso:Seeyouatwork.Bye!

Shewalkedoutandhestoodbythedoor,waitingfor

hertogettohercar.Onceshewassafelyinhercar

anddrivingaway,hecloseditandlockedit.

Seeletsoheldthesteeringwheelandsighed.She

lovedherbrotherbutthefactthathenevertalked

aboutthingsthatbotheredhim botheredher.Men

havebeenprogrammedtobestrongthattheycan’t

tellwhentheyneedhelpandneedsomeonetobe

strongontheirbehalf.Shejusthopedthehusband

shefindswillbeabletoleanonherwhenever

somethingeatshim up.

Aroundmidnight



Atthehospital

Phemelogotoffthebedandpacedtheroom asthe

contractionsgotworse.Shewasstillgoingtobe

okay.

Theo:Howisit?

Phemelo:Ithurtsyoh!

Theo:Butyouarecalm..

Phemelo:Imightkickyououtaah!(holdingher

tummy)

Shelookeddown,herwaterbroke.Thecontractions

gotworseashekeptonpacingupanddown.

Theo:Letmecallamidwifeoranurse,youshouldbe

sittingdown.

Phemelorolledhereyesasshemovedupanddown

theroom.Theowalkedoutandshejustwalkedto

thebabybag.Shetookoutalltheclothesinsidethe



bagandstartedtopackthem againwhiletaking

deepbreaths.Shewasgoingtodothis.Shehadthis

undercontrol.

Minuteslaterthenurseandmidwifewalkedin

followedbyTheoandhermother.

MaPhem:I’llbeoutside,howareyoufeelingPhem?

Phemelo:Gobotlhoko!

MaPhem:Hanginthereandallthebestbaby..

HermotherwalkedoutasPhemelowasinstructed

toclimbthebed.Theohelpedherandheldherhand

assheopenedherlegs.

Midwife:Wearelookingforatencm dilationandyou

areat2cm..

Phemelo:Okay.(breathinginandout)

Nurse:Whenyoufeellikepushing,callus..

Phemelo:Okay..



Theywalkedoutandshegotoffthebed.

Theo:Sitdown.

Phemelo:Ican’t,Ineedtodosomethingsoastonot

concentrateonthispain.

Shecontinuedpackingandre-packingthebaby

clothes.Aftershewasdoneshewalkedaroundthe

room singingwhateversongthatcameintomind.

Phemelo:I’m neverhavingunprotectedsexever

again(calmly)

Theo:Phemelo!

Shesatonthecoldfloorwithherheadonherknees.

Phemelo:Ithurtsyoh!

Theo:Youmakeitseem asifitisnothing.

Phemelo:Helahela,nna?Boloto?Neverbe

me(clappingherhands)



Theowascalmingherdownasshestoodupagain

andwalkedaround.Sherubbedhertummyasthe

contractionsgotcloserandcloser.

Ithadbeenawholetwohoursofherdoingthat,

Phemelo:Eketenkascreamergore!Callthem

tlherra..helpmegetonthebed,I’m hotyoh.

Shewasalreadytakingoffthehospitalgownand

wasstarknaked.

Phemelo:Freshair,callthem..

Hehelpedhergetonthebedandhewalkedoutas

shebreathedheavily,breathinginandout.

Whenthenurseandmidwifearrivedminuteslater,

theyjustcheckedonher.

Midwife:Wearereadytogo.



Nurse:Sheissocalm.

Midwife:Nodramahere...StartpushingwhenIgetto

threemothowame..

Theoheldherhand.

Midwife:One,two,three...push!

PhemelosqueezedTheo’shandtightlyand

screamedpushing.

Nurse:Again.Push!

Shedidastoldandafterfivemorepushes,she

stoppedtobreathandthenurseheldthebigboyin

herarmswhowasscreamingatthetopofhislittle

lungs.Shescreamedagainandstartedpushing.

Midwife:Oh,wehaveanotherone...

Shepushedagainandagainandagain.

Midwife:Anotherboy..congratulations.



Thesecondbabyletoutasmallcry.

Theolookedatthetwoboysinthenurse’sarms.

Emotionaltearsfilledhiseyes.Shemadehim adad

andheturnedtolookather.Shesmiledreachingout

loud.Hewipedherforeheadandkisseditwithallits

sweatiness.

Theo:Thankyou.

Shenoddedashelookedbackatthetwonewborns

whowerenowcrying.

Phemelolookedatthebabies.Thiswasprecious.

Twobabiesatonce?Hedeservedit.

.

.

.

*

*
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Atthehospital

Phemelolayexhaustedonherbackasherparents

lookedatthechildren.Theowasholdingoneofthe

twinswhilehermotherheldone.

MaPhem:Theyarehealthy..

Phemelo:Overweightisthewordusedbythedoctor.

RaPhemelolaughedasPhemeloyawned.Her

parentswalkedinaftershewasstitchedupand

cleaned.

Phemelo:I’m tired..

MaPhemelo:Rest,wewillbeherewhenyouwakeup.

Phemelo:Okay..goodnight..



SheclosedhereyesandTheojustlookedathiskids.

Thiswasnotadream,shehadreallygiventwo

beautifulbabiesinacasewhereitwasalmost

impossibletodoso.Hewassogratefultoher.

Nothingintheworldcouldcomparetothis.

Inthemorning

AtJoshua’shouse

Joshuacheckedhisphoneforanymissedcallsor

messagesbuttherewasnothing.Thistimehewas

reallyworriedabouthiswife.Thiswassounlikeher.

Heshouldstartfirstbycontactingtheschooltosee

whatwasupandthelandlordoftheplaceshe

rentedbeforeheheadedtoworkthismorning.

Heplacedhisphonedownandheadedtothe

bathroom foraquickshowerandshave.



AtBobonong

TheaunttalkedwithMaNadiaoverthefence.They

hadagreedandtheydidn’tthinkitwillbeataskto

getNadiatoagree.Thecarhootedandtheauntsaid

goodbyeasshemadeherwaytothecar.Theywere

goingwithMaColtonandNadiahadsaidshewill

staywiththehouse.

Theuncledroveoutoftheyardandtheywereon

theirwaytoFrancistown.

AtJoshua’shouse

Hetriedcallinghiswifebutstillvoicemail.

Joshua:Whereareyousweetheart?I’m worried

aboutyou..pleasecallmeonceyougetthis

messagesweetnessokay?



Heplacedthephonedownandgotdressedinhis

whitescrubs.Helookedatthem andsmiled.She

actuallyboughtthem forhim ayearback.Shesaid

shesawthem andtheywouldsuithim reallywell.He

shookhisheadwithalittlesmile.Thosesoft

gesturesofher.Shewouldseesomethingandbuyit

becauseitwouldlookgoodonhim.Eventhe

cologneheusesistheoneshealwaysbuys,she

saidshedidn’twantherhusbandtopickacologne

thatanyothermanhas.Shewaspossessiveinher

littlecuteway.

Heworehiswatchandhisring.Hepickedthebag

thathadhisstuffandwalkedoutofthebedroom.He

willgrabanappleorsomethingatwork.Hewillstart

makingcallsoncehewasinthecar.

Atthehospital

Seeletsocheckedtheinventorybeforeshewalked

overtohercubicle.Shewasearlyforworkbutthen



shealwayswasearly.Shepressedherphonefora

fewminutesbeforesomeoneclearedtheirthroat.

Shelookedupandsmiled.

Seeletso:Hi.MrPuleright?

Him:Hii..

Seeletsofrowned.

Seeletso:DidIgiveoutthewrongpills?I’m s-

Him:IthinkIforgotsomething.

Seeletso:oh..

Hetookouthisphonewithalittleshysmileandshe

smiledback.Whywasshefindingthiscute?

Heunlockedhisphone.

Him:Kopanumberayagago..

Hehandedittoherandshetookit.Shetypedinher

numberandgavehim thephone.

HesaveditandSeeletsoawkwardlylookedathim.



Seeletso:Youdidn’taskmemyname.

Him:Don’tworryaboutthat.Haveadayasbeautiful

asyou.

Hewalkedawayandshemeltedinherseat.She

pushedherhairbackandbreathedinandout.She

wassuregoingtohaveabeautifulday.

AtJoshua’shouse

Hesatinthecartalkingtothelandlord.

Joshua:Herhouseislocked?

Him:Yes.Shedidn’ttellmeanything.

Hesighed.

Joshua:Okay.Thankyousomuch.

Him:Welcome.

Hehungupandleanedagainstthesteeringwheel.



Theschoolwashisonlyhopeatthispoint.Hejust

neededtoknowhiswife’swhereaboutsthatwasall.

Hedialedtheschool’snumber.Thesecretary

answeredimmediately.

Joshua:Hello?

Her:Goodmorning,howcanwehelpyou?

JoshuaIwantedtoenquirerabouttheon-going

lessonsattheschool.

Her:Askawaysir.

Joshua:Isschoolstillon?

Her:Schoolisstillonforsomestudents.

Joshua:Some?

Her:Medicalstudentsareonashortvacationalong

withstudentsfrom theschoolofbusiness.

Joshua:Okay.That’sinteresting.

Her:Itisaweekifnottwoweeks,letmecheckthe

dates..



Joshua:Pleasedo.

Shetoldhim andhenodded.

Joshua:Isee.Thankyou.

Hehungupandleanedback.HetriedcallingMarang

againbutitdidn’tgothrough.Shealwaystoldhim

everything,whydidn’tshetellhim theywereona

shortvacation?Whywasn’tsheansweringher

phone?Shewasn’teveninherapartment.Hesucked

inadeepbreathandstartedhiscaranddroveout.

Atthehospital

PhemelowokeuptofindTheoholdingoneofthe

twins.Thiswassuchabeautifulsighttosee.

Theo:Thankyoubaby..

Phemelo:Welcome.



THEGAME

#87

Thatafternoon

AtFrancistownAirport

Marangwaitedastheycheckedherluggage.This

wasonelongflightandthefactthattheaircrafthad

takenadifferentroutemakingitlongerwasjust

exhausting.Sheswitchedonherphoneandwaited

forittostart.

Shetookherluggageandwalkedovertothe

bencheswhereshesatdown.Afterafewminutes

shesawthemessagesherhusbandhadsent.She

smiledassheopenedthem.Hewassuchaworry

wart.Shewouldn’tpurposelyignorehim justsohe



knew.Shelistenedtohisvoicemessagesand

frowned.Hedidn’tsoundfine.Shealsoreadthat

messagefrom Phemelo.Sheshouldalsocheckon

hertoseeifshewasfineornot.

Shesighedandstoodup.Maybesheshouldcallhim

tocomegetherbutthiswasasurprisevisitandifhe

didlistentoher,hewasn’tonthenightshiftsohe

wasprobablyatwork.

Shedraggedherbagoutoftheairport,sheshould

lookforataxitotakeherhome.Shedoeshavethe

keysright?Shedidn’tforgetthehousekeys.

Atthehospital

Joshua’sstomachrumbledandthatwaswhenhe

rememberedthefoodheleftinherfridgeathome.

Hismothermadethatfoodsothathecouldeat.The

leasthehadtodowaseatthefoodandbegrateful.



AtthispointitwasuselesscallingMarangbecause

herphonehadn’tbeengoingthroughthelast36

hours.

Hecheckedthetimeandahhislunchbreak.Ashort

drivehomethencomebacktowrapuphisrounds.

Hestoodupandgothisphoneandcarkeys.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangpaidthetaxidriverashehelpedherwithher

bags.

Marang:Thankyousomuch.

Hesalutedandgotinsidethecaranddroveoff.

Marangopenedthegateanddraggedherbags

insidetheyard.Sheopenedherbagandlookedfor

thehousekeys.Whenshefoundthem sheunlocked



thehouseandsmiled.Homesweethome.

WellwhereverJoshwas,thatwasherhomeso

samedifference.

Shedraggedherbagstothebedroom andtookoff

hershoes.Sheremovedhert-shirt,followedbythe

braandjeans.Sheneededtobreathnow.

Sheremovedherpantiesandwalkedtothe

wardrobewhereshetookouthisoversizedt-shirt.

Shewascomfortablenow.Shouldshestartcleaning

orrestfirst?

Sheshruggedandopenedthewindowstoletthe

freshairin.

Shewalkedtothedoor,closeditandlockeditbefore

headingtothekitchen.Itwascleananditdidn’tlook



likeithadbeenusedforthepastfewdays.

Marang:Joshua!

SheopenedthefridgeandfoundtheTupperware

lunchboxes.Shetookthem outandopenedthem.

Theywereuntouched.Whywouldthismandothis?

Heshouldn’tbeeatingtakeouteveryday.

Shetookouttwoplatesandstarteddishingthefood.

Shewashungrytooandshewaslazytocookfrom

scratch,hewilleatthiswhenhecomesback.Her

motherinlawmadethefoodwithloveandheshould

appreciateit.

OutsideJoshuaparkedhiscaroutsidethegateand

hefrowned.Thegatewasclosedwhenheleftfor

worktoday.Hewasunderalotofstresssomaybeit

wasn’t.

Hesteppedoutofthecarandsteppedinsidethe



yard.Hesawthetrailsandthatlookedliketrailsthat

canbeleftbyasuitcaseifhewasn’tmistaken.He

walkedtothedoorandtookouthiskeytounlockthe

doorbuttherewasakeyfrom theinside.Hetried

againbuttherewassomeoneinside.

Marangwalkedoutofthekitchenwithasmallsmile

onherfaceandunlockedthedoor.Thedoor

immediatelyopenedandhisjawdropped.

Marang:Tadah!

Joshuacouldn’tquitebelieveit.Shehadbeenon

aircraftallthiswhile?Whydidn’tshetellhim topick

herupatleast.

Marang’ssmiledisappeared.

Marang:Aren’tyouhappytoseeme?

Herubbedhisface.



Joshua:Iam.J-justthatI’vebeenworriedsick

becauseyouwereansweringy-yourcalls..

Marangsighedandhuggedhistorso.Hehuggedher

backandkissedthetopofherhead.

Joshua:don’tscaremelikethatagain.

Marang:Ican’tpromisethat.

Joshuarubbedherbackandwalkedinthehouse

withoutbreakingtheirhug.Heclosedthedoorwith

hisfootandheldherinhisarms.

Marang:What’swrong?

Hepickedherupandmadeherwrapherlegsaround

hiswaistandsatonthecouch.Hekissedherlips

softlyandshesmiled.

Marang:Babetalktome..

Joshuadidn’tsayanything,hekissedheragainas

sheresponded.Heslidhishandsunderneaththet-

shirtandmovedhislipstoherneck.Theywilltalk

justnotnow.



Marang:Josh-wait..

Helookedather.

Marang:Youlookstressed.

Joshua:I’m de-stressingbaby..

Marang:Okay.

Heremovedherteeandthrewitonthecarpet.

Alreadynakedunderthat.Hekissedherlipsagainas

hepulleddownhispantsalongwiththeboxers.He

didn’twasteanytimeandhefxckedherrightthere

onthecouch.

Halfanhourlater,Marangwasallsweatyonhis

chestashisfingerstrailedherback.

Joshua:Sweetness?

Marang:Rra?



Joshua:Iloveyou.

Marang:Iloveyoumore..

Shemovedherherheadfrom hischest.

Marang:ayouaresupposedtobeatworkbabyand

youneedtoeat.Letmegetthefoodandyougo

backtowork.

Joshua:Don’tworry..

Heheldherwaistandkissedheragain.

Marang:Babe..

Joshua:Imissedyou.

Marang:Imissedyoumore...

Hisfingersfoundherslickentranceandshegasped.

Shewasstillsensitiveaftertheirshortsessionand

hewasstartingnow.Hesmiledandheldhertightly,

preparingtostandup.Hepickedherupandheaded

tothebedroom.



Joshua:Welcomehomemylove.

Hesaidasheclosedthebedroom doorwithhisfoot.

AttheColtons

Theuncleparkedthecaroutsidehisbrother’syard.

Theyhadarrivedandwereexpectingthatthegate

willbeopened.Hesteppedoutofthecarandwent

topresstheintercom.

MeanwhileinthehouseMaJoshturnedonthe

speaker.

MaJosh:Whoisit?

Uncle:Us..

Sherolledhereyes.

MaJosh:Uswho?

Uncle:Openthegate..



MaJosh:Gobacktowhereyoucamefrom,noone

neededyouhere.Haveagoodday.

Sheswitchedoffthespeakerandwalkedbacktothe

kitchen.

Outsidetheunclesighedanddialedhisbrother’s

number.

RaJosh:Hello..

Uncle:Wehavearrivedandyourwifeisbeing

disrespectful.Sherefusestoopenthegate.

RaJosh:Youarestillmeddlinginmyfamily’s

business.

Uncle:Thisisanimporta-

Thecallwascutshortandhesighedwalkingbackto

thecar.



Uncle:Theyrefusetoletusin.

MaColton:Letmetalktothem.

.

.

*

*

*
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AttheColtons

Theunclehandedtheoldladythephoneashis

brother’sphonerang.Itrangunansweredforsome

timeandhesighed.

MaColton:I’llcallusingmine..

Shehandedheroldestsonthephoneashiswife

lookedatthem.Shedialedherson’snumberandit

rangforafewminutesbeforeheanswered.

RaJosh:Hello..

MaColton:Weareatyourwife,tellyourwifetoopen

thegateforus.Doyouwanttoleaveyourmother

stranded?



Hewantedtosaysomethingbuthekeptquiet.

RaJoshu:Eemma

MaColton:Good.

Shehungupandlookedatherotherson.

MaColton:Theywillopenthegate.

MeanwhileinthehouseMaJoshansweredher

phoneasherhusbandcalled.

RaJosh:Heylove.Pleaseopenthegateforthem.

MaJosh:Why?

RaJosh:TheycamewithmymotherandfranklyI’m

notinthemoodtofightwithher.

MaJosh:But..

RaJosh:Please..

Shesighed.

MaJosh:Okay..



Shehungupandpressedthebuttonthatopenedthe

gate.Thecarstartedandtheyslowlydroveinside

theirbeautifulyard.Shemovedthecurtaintolookat

them.Ohhowshedespisedherin-laws.Theylikes

stickingtheirnosesinbusinessthatdoesnot

concernthem.Shewasnotabouttogiveher

husband’sbrotheraccommodationinherhouse,

quitefranklynoonesentthem hereandiftheyhad

theenergytocomehereanddragtheoldwoman

with,theyhadmoneyforaguesthouse.

Sheclosedthecurtainandwalkedtothekitchen.

Shewasn’tgoingtoaskthehelpertocookforthe

extraguests.No.

Shelookedattheplatesthereandshewalkedoutto

goanswerthedoorknock.

Sheopenedthedoorwithafakesmile.



MaJosh:Hello.

MaColton:Youwantedtochasemeoutofmyson’s

yard..

MaJosh:Ihadnoideayoucamewiththem..

Shesaidthe‘them’withsomuchdistastethatthe

unclewinced.

MaJosh:ComeinandIwillmakeyouacupoftea

alongwithyourfavoritescones.

Theoldwomansmiledandwenttositdown.The

auntsighed.Whywasitsoeasytomaketheold

womanhappywithsconesandtea?Thistimethey

wouldbeconvincingthem toletJoshhaveNadia

playsurrogate.Menalwaysfallforwomenwhocan

givethem kidsandinnotime,Marangwouldbea

thingofthepast.

Theuncleandhiswifesatdown.



MaJosh:Ma,Iwillmakeyouteaandfixyourroom.

Akereyouguyshaveaccommodation?Imeanyou

can’tcomeallthewayherewithnofixedliving

arrangementespeciallyforanunnecessarymeeting

right?Thankyou..

Shewalkedtothekitchen.

Aunt:Whenarewegoingtotalkaboutthebaby?

MaColton:Idon’tknow..Sentlewee?

MaJosh:Ma?

MaColton:Bringthosesweetsthatyoualwayskeep.

MaJosh:Eemma..

Theauntshookherhead.Theoldwomanwas

supposedtobefocusedontheissueathand,like

reallyfocused.

AtJoshua’shouse



Joshuaslidoutofher,leavingatrailofhissemen

andkissedherlips.Marangfinallyopenedhereyes

andlookedintohis.Hewasstressedalright.Shewill

changethesheetslateron.Hekissedhersaltyneck

andshefelthiserectionagainstherthigh.Washis

maingoaltokillhernow?

Marang:Babystop!Talktometlherra...

Joshua:Sweetnessletmede-stressusingyourbody.

Please!

Thepleasewassodesperateandshedidn’thave

anywillpowertorefusehim.Hekissedhercheek.

Joshua:I’llbegentleokay?

Shenodded.Justlikethathefoundherentranceand

insteadofbeinggentlelikehesaidhewasgoingto

be,hewasroughwithher.Herhandshelduptightly

inhisgrasp.Tearsfilledhereyesashegruntedon

topofher.Whatwaseatingupherhusband?



Afterhewasdone,shelayonherbackandusedher

littlefiststorubhereyes.Henoticedthatandhe

mentallykickedhimselfformakinghercry.

Joshua:Babe?Sweetness?

Marang:Rra?(shakyvoice)

Joshua:I’m sorry..

Hepulledhertohim andrubbedherback.

Joshua:I’m sosorrymylove.

Marang:What’swrong?

Joshua:ImadeyoucryandIhatedoingthat.

Hekissedthetopofherhead.Thisbabyissuewas

eatinghim upandthefactthattherewasameeting

calledtospecificallytalkaboutthat,irkedhim.

Joshua:I’m sorryokay?Babygirl?Lookatme..

Shelookedathim andheusedhisthumbtorubher

tears.



Joshua:I’m sorryangel..forgiveme.

Shenodded.

Marang:What’swrong?

Hesighed.

Marang:Tellmewhat’swrong..

Joshua:Afamilymeetinghasbeencalled,theywant

totalkaboutwhywedon’thavekidsasofyet.

Marangfeltthatlittlepartofherheartshehad

closedoffstarttobecomeundone.Soseriouslyher

infertilityrequiredawholefamilymeeting?More

tearsfilledhereyesandsheshookherhead.Most

probablytheyaresayingshedoesn’twanttogive

theirsonachildandshewasafailure.Herlips

trembledandJoshuabithislowerlip,shewas

breakingagain.

Marang:O-Kay..(tearingup)



Joshua:It’snotokay.Ourmarriageisnoneoftheir

business.

Marang:theyarestillfamily..

Joshuaheldherinhisarmsandshebrokedown

crying.

Marang:Idon’tknowwhat’swrongwith

me(crying)Gakedirekabomokana..

Joshua:Wesaiditwillhappenonit’sowntime..

Marang:I-I-

Joshua:Sssh...

Heheldherasshecried,thosesobsrocketingher

tinybodytotheextentthathefeltthatherbones

weregoingtobreak.Theyweresupposedtobe

happyandspendingtimetogetherbutnowbabygirl

wasstressedandcrying.

Joshua:Nana,it’sokay.Youarewholetome..

Marang:Wha-whatifit’sther-a-rape?



Joshua:Babyit’snot..

Marang:Ithurtsagain..

Joshua:Iknow.I’m hereforyouokay?I’m herefor

you,wheneveryouneedme..

Marang:Ican’tlivelikethis..Ican’tdothis

anymore...I’m sorry..

Joshua:Ssssh...

Herockedherbackandforthasshecriedtalking.

Shewentquietandhelookedatherredswollenface.

Shewasasleep.Shelookedsopeacefulinhersleep.

Helookedattheclockintheirbedroom.Hewasn’t

goingbacktoworkanytimesoon.

Herubbedherbackandtouchedherforehead.It

washot,sheprobablyhasaheadachefrom allthat

crying.

AttheColtons



MaJoshhadfinallyaskedtheuncleandhiswifeto

leave,iftheywanttotalktheywilltalkthefollowing

morning.Thatwillteachthem.

Shesatdownnexttohermotherinlaw.

MaColton:Marangokae?

MaJosh:Sheisatschool..

MaColton:sheissosmall,sheisgoingtobea

doctorthatone?

MaJosh:yes(laughing)shestilllookslikeateenager..

MaColton:FirsttimeIsawher,Ialmostsmacked

Joshuaforbringinganunderagegirl..

MaJoshlaughed.

MaJosh:Ma,whydoyoubadlywantJoshuatohave

achild?

MaColton:PersonallyIwouldliketoholdmygreat

grandchildrenbeforeIdie..

MaJosh:Butyouarenotdying..



Theoldwomansmiled.

MaColton:Iam..Icanfeelit.Ijustwanttoholdmy

greatgrandchildrenbeforeIjoinmyhusbandinhis

restingplace.

MaJoshua:Andyourothersonene?

MaColton:Idon’tknow,theysuggestedwetalkto

Joshuaaboutit.DoreensaidsomethingaboutNadia

helpingthem outtohaveachild..

MaJoshua:Nadia?Thatgirlfrom nextdoor?

MaColton:Ee..bringmemoresconesandtea..

MaJoshua:Eemma..

Shestoodupandwalkedtothekitchen.Sheclapped

herhandsasshethoughtaboutit.

MaJosh:Hayi!

Sheswitchedonthekettleandleanedagainstthe



counter.Shetouchedhermouthbeforesheclapped

herhandsagain.

MaJosh:Hayiaahahh!

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#89

AttheColtons

MaJoshcamewithmoreteaandscones.Shesat

downnexttohermotherin-lawandsheclappedher

hands.

MaJosh:I’m surprised.

MaColton:Theysaidthat..

MaJosh:Butthismarriagehasnothingtodowith

them..

MaColton:Yahneh..

MaJoshlaughed.Tothinkhermotherin-lawcame

withthem andsheswitchedsidesjustthatquick.

Shewaseasytobribebesidesshegotheractual



reasonsforwantingagrandchild.

MaJosh:Wewillheartomorrow.

MaColton:Mhmm...Doyouknowhowtomakethat

cakeMarangalwaysmakes?

NAJosh:Iwillaskher..

MaColton:Alright.WhereisSeeletso?Sheisstillnot

married?

MaJoshua:Leavemychildalonema(laughing)

MaColton:Okaybutsheshouldgetmarriedsoonor

atleastfallpregnant(laughingasshesippedontea)

MaJoshshookherheadwithalittlesmileasshe

waitedforherhusbandanddaughtertoknockoff

from work.Sarawasinherroom playingvideo

games.Shefounditoddthatsheenjoyedvideo

games.Sheknewthatmostboyslovevideogames

butforhertenyearoldtodelightherselfinthatbut

anywayitwasjustgames.



AtJoshua’shouse

Hecoveredherwiththeblanketassheslept

peacefully.Hegotoutofbedandworehisboxers

beforewalkingoutofthebedroom.Hepickedhis

phoneunderneaththeclothesatthelounge.He

sighedanddialedhisfather.

Joshua:Hello.

RaJosh:Hello..

Joshua:Canwetalk?

RaJoshua:Sure..

Joshuarubbedhischinbeforehebegan.

Joshua:Canyoutalktouncletostayawayfrom

marriage?ThemerefactthatIdon’thaveachild

withmywifeishonestlynoneoftheirconcern.I

don’twanttocomeoffasdisrespectfulorrudebut

tsweetsweeakobatlogelelenyalolame.

RaJoshua:Itoldhim thesame..



Joshua:I’lltalktohim toemphasizethepoint.Nna

totawhatIdoinmymarriageisnottheirbusiness.I

appreciatethefactthattheyhelpedduringthe

process,thepatloandallbutyathekidsissueisone

thatconcernsmywifeandIunlesswewereseeking

foradvicefrom theeldersinthatdepartmentbutwe

havenevercomplainedaboutthatthepastyears

havewe?

RaJoshua:No.Iwilltalktohim.

Joshua:Thankyou..

Hehungupandlookedathisphone.Hewent

throughhiscalllogandhedialedhisuncle’snumber.

Uncle:Hello..

Joshua:Malome..

Uncle:Wehavearrivedandwewilltalktoyouand

evengiveoutsuggestions.

Joshua:Uncle?Iappreciateyourconcernbutthefact

thatmywifeandIdon’thavechildrenisadecision

webothagreedon.

Uncle:Issheforcingyou?Shemightbeinfertile.No



sanemancanagreetonothavechildren..

Joshuarubbedhisheadwhileinthebedroom

Marangtossedandturnedbeforesheopenedher

eyes.Shehadonemassiveheadacheasshetriedto

standupright.Shestretchedherbodyandcouldfeel

theintenseachebetweenherlegstoo.Shegotout

ofbedslowlyandheldontothewalllforstabilityas

shewalkedoutnaked.Shejustwantedhim tohold

hersothatshecanfallasleepagain.Sheheardhis

voiceboomingintheloungeandshestoodbythe

doorlistening.

Joshuashookhishead.Hisunclewasn’tlistening.

Joshua:Youarenotlisteninguncleareyou?Idon’t

wantanyone’sgoddamnhelp.Thisismymarriage

andno,wedon’tneedasurrogate.

Uncle:Shecanhelpyouhavekids.Sheishealthyand

beautiful.Shecangiveyoubeautifulkids.

Joshua:leeneNadiawatengosematlathatago



dumelagodirisiwajaana(thatNadiaisstupidto

agreetobeusedlikethis)whothehellagreestoplay

surrogatetoamarriedmanwhoneverevenasked

her.UncleI’m nottryingtobedisrespectfulbutIwill

bewhenitcomestomywife.Totamomosading

wamegakebattle.Iwilldisowneveryonewhenit

comestoher.

Uncle:Shemust’vefedyousomething.

Joshua:Wow!LetNadiabeyoursurrogatewenale

auntDoreensoyoucanhaveasoninsteadofa

singlechildwhoisagirl..

Theunclepausedandwentspeeechless.

Joshua:seethatit’snotnice.Thefactthatyoufailed

tohaveanheirandyetyouwanttomeddleinmy

maritalaffairs.Dealwithyourunmarrieddaughter

andhaveanheirthenyoucanmeddleinmy

business.

Uncle:GaonabothoJoshua.I’m disappointed(you

dohavemanners)



Joshua:Haveagoodday..

Heplacedthephonedownandrubbedhiseyes.

Marang:Joshua(smallvoice)

Heturnedtoseeheratthedooroftheirbedroom.

Shemust’veheardthatwholeconversation.

Joshuajustwalkedtoherandpickedherup.

Joshua:Sorryyouhadtohearthatconversation.

Hekissedherneck.Shewasdrained,abathand

somegoodsleepwoulddohersomegood.

Joshua:Howareyoufeeling?

Marang:Ihaveaheadache..

Joshua:I’llgetyoupainkillersandrunyouabath

okay?

Shenoddedwithaheavyheart.Shewasthecause

oftheriftbetweenJoshuaandhisfamily.She

placedherheadonhisshoulderandhekissedthe



topofherhead.

Joshua:Iloveyouokay?

Shenoddedashewalkedbacktothebedroom

holdingher.Heopenedthebathroom doorand

placedheronthetoiletseat.Shewatchedhim run

herwaterandtestitbeforeheaddedbathsalts.

Hepickedherupandgentlydepositedherinthe

bathtub.

Joshua:Callmewhenyouaredoneokay?

Shenoddedandhewalkedoutleavingherallalone

withhertraitorousthoughts.

Meanwhileinthebedroom,Joshuachangedthe

sheetsandtookoutherpajamasfrom thebag.He

satdownandrubbedhisface.Theyneedtoputthis

behindthem sothattheycanmoveandbehappy

onceagain.



THEGAME

#90

AttheColtons

Seeletsoparkedhercarandheldthesteeringwheel.

Shedidhaveagooddaythoughherbrother

suddenlywentAWOLafterlunchtime.Herphone

ranganditwasanunknownnumber,shewantedto

hangupbutsheansweredthephone.

Seeletso:Hello?

Him:Hithereprettylilmiss..

Sheblushedandcoveredherfacewithonehugeass

smile.

Seeletso:Hithere..

Him:Jadenhere..

Seeletso:Jaden(softly)hiii..



Helaughed.Hecouldtellshewasblushingfrom the

otherendoftheline.Seeletsowantedtoscream.He

finallycalledandhisnamewasJaden,sothatwas

theJinhisinitials.Hestilldidn’taskforhername.

Shebadlywantedtotellhim andhearhowhe

pronouncedthename.Thiswastheshyguyatthe

hospital?Shewantedtoscream.Thiswasherhitting

pubertytoolatebecauseshewantedtoscream

becauseaguycalledher.

Jaden:IguessIwillseeyoutomorrow..

Seeletso:Tomorrow?

Jaden:Yesmam.Enjoytherestofyourevening.

Hehungupandsheplacedthephonedown.She

wasn’tfollowing.Shegotoutofthecarwithher

stuffandlockedthedoor.Shemadeherwaytothe

houseandopenedthedoor.Shefoundher

grandmotherandshesighed.Heretheygoagain.

Seeletso:Hello..

MaColton:HelloLetso.Howwasyourday?



Seeletsosuspiciouslylookedattheoldlady.That

wasweird.Heraskingaboutherdaywasrandom.

Seeletso:Itwasactuallygood.

MaColton:Okay..

Seeletsowaited.Expectinghertoraisethemarriage

topicagainbutshedidn’t.Shewalkedtoher

bedroom andpassedhermotherbythepassage.

HermothershruggedandSeeletsoopenedher

bedroom door.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangwascomfortableinherpajamasandsocks

asshewalkedtothelounge.Hehadcleanedup

everythingandhewascooking.Shewassupposed

tobecookingforhim nottheotherwayround.

Shewalkedtothekitchenwithherhairtiedback.



Marang:CanIhelp?

Joshua:Youshouldberestingsweetness.

Marang:ThebathhelpedandItookthepainkillers.

Joshua:I’m notlettingyouhelpmeDrMe..

Shelaughedsoftly.

Marang:YouaresocheesyDrColton.

Joshua:IfitensuresmylittledoctorlaughsthenIwill

becheesyeveryday..

Shesmiledandheclosedthepotsbeforemaking

hiswaytoher.Hepickedherupandplacedheron

thecounter.

Joshua:Canweputthisbehindus?MarangIhate

seeingyoubreaklikethatandblamingyourselffor

somethingwehavenocontrolover.

Marangjustnodded.Forhissake.

Joshua:Good.Fornowweareokay.Justthetwoof

us.



Shesmiled,knowingdeepdownthatitwasfake.

Shehadtimetothinkinthebathroom anditwasn’t

easyonherpart.Shehadalottodohisweekbefore

shegoesbacktoCanada.

Marang:Babycanyoupassmemyphone?

Joshua:Sure..

Hewalkedoutandshelookedathersockcladfeet.

Hecamewithherphoneandshesmiledtakingit.He

wentbacktothepotsandshedialedPhemelo’s

number.Phemeloansweredimmediately.

Phemelo:wherehaveyoubeen?

Marang:I’m intownlove.Didyougivebirth?Ishe

cute?SendmepicturesandcanIvisityouandthe

littleone?IthinkIpackedthelittleone’sthingsthatI

boughtinCanada.



Phemelosmileduneasilyattheendoftheline.

Phemelo:Igavebirtharoundmidnightandwe’re

surprised.Igavebirthtotwins.

Marang:Wow!Congratulations,aaawI’m sohappy

foryou.

Phemelo:Thankyougodmother.

Marangsmiledwithanachingheart.Herfriend

didn’thavenotonlyonebuttwobundlesofjoyand

shewaselatedforher.Reallyexcited.

Phemelo:Uhm youcan’tseethetwinsunfortunately.

MarangmaintainedthesmileasJoshualookedat

her.

Phemelo:Apparentlygatwethebabiesarestillyoung

tobegettingvisitors,theyshouldbestrongmaybe

whentheyaretwoorthreemonthsbutpreferably

threemonths.Gatwebathobakgonagogatelela

bana.Youknowthatakere?



Marangwantedtoscream thatshedidn’tknowthat.

Howwouldsheknowthatwhenshedidn’tevenhave

achild?

Marang:Mhmm..

Phemelo:Youcandropthebabyclothesathome,my

motherwillgetthem.

Marang:willbeonitassoonastomorrow.

Congratulations.

Phemelo:Thankyoulove.Iwilltextyoutheirnames,

gatwekegatisedistitch.Gobotlhokogore.

Marang:Youwillheal.Bye.

Shehungupandsuckedinadeepbreath.

Joshua:What’swrong?

Marang:Phem gavebirthtotwinsintheweehoursof

themorning.Anywaywhatareyoumakinglove?

Shesaidchangingtopicandputtingherphoneaway.

Shewasn’tgoingtobethejealousfriend.Sheshould



justtrynottothinkaboutit.

Joshua:Somestirfryandpasta.

Marang:Willyoumakemyfavoritesoup?

Joshua:Youwantit?

Shenodded.Hepeckedherlips.

Joshua:Okay.Letmegetstartedonit.

JoshuawalkedtothefridgeandMaranglookedat

herphone.Sherubbedhertemples.Shepickeditup

andtextedPhemelo.

Marang:CanIhaveyourmother’snumber?

SheplacedthephonedownandsmiledasJoshua

cameoutwiththeveggiesandthecheese.

Marang:Ishouldhelpyou.

Joshua:youmyladyarenotliftingafinger.

Marang:Nofair.I’m okaytlherra..



Joshua:Youarenot..

Marang:IcanneverwincanI?

HerphonebeepedandPhemelohadsentthe

number.

Marang:Thankyoulove

Sheplacedthephonedownandfocusedallher

attentiononJoshua.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelolayonherstomachassheatethesoft

porridge.Softfoodtillthestitchesheal,whydidn’t

theytellherthishurtslikeabitch.Hopefullythese

aretheonlychildrentheyaregoingtohave.The

givingbirthprocesswasfinebutnursingstitches?



Thiswashell.Herphonerangandsheanswered

withasmile.

Phemelo:Rraagwebana..

Theo:Ilikethesoundofthat.Howareyoufeeling?

Phemelo:Thestitchesmr..

Theo:You’llbefinelove.Theyaren’ttroublingyou?

Phemelo:Notatall..theyareasleep.Babychildren

lookuglyafterbirth.

Theolaughedandshewantedtolaughbutthe

stitches.Shegrinned.

Theo:Leavemychildrenalonemma..

Phemelo:I’m givingthem aweektolooklikeproper

childrenandtolooklikeme.

Theo:Mxm!

Phemelo:Iloveyou.Bye.

Shehungupandlookedatherbabiessleeping



peacefully.Shewastheblessedonehere.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangwassittingbetweenhislegsasshelooked

upathim.Shewasgoingtomakethemostofthis

weekwiththisspecialmanherewhodeserved

nothingbuttheworld.

Joshua:Iloveyou.

Marang:Iloveyoufrom yourhairtoyourtoes..

Helaughedandkissedher.Shelookedathim.The

moreshelookedathim,themoresherealizedhe

lookedlikeAugustAslina.Hewasthesweetest.

Joshua:Amovie?

Marang:Sure..letmetaketheplatestothekitchen

andIwillmakesnacks.Dim thelights.Nohorror

films.

Joshua:I’llkissthefearaway.

Marang:Nyaa.Wenaobatlagonja.(Noyouwantto



sexme)

Heraisedhishandsinsurrender.

Joshua:Iwon’t.

Marang:Youwon’tkeepyourhandstoyourself.

Joshua:Ican’tbutno,gakekakekagojaMarang.O

mpuisajangtota?[Iwon’tsexyouMarang](laughing)

Marang:Ijoo..

Shestoodupandgottheplates,headingtothe

kitchen.Sheputtheplatesinthesinkandhersmile

fadedasshewalkedtothecupboardtotakeoutthe

snacksfortheirmovie.

Joshua:Noromancefilmsthistimelove..

Marang:Butnohorrorfilms.

Joshua:We’llseewifey..

Marang:We’lldefinitelyseeMrColton.

Joshua:It’sDrColtonmam,putatitletothat



surname..

Marang:Mxm(laughing)

Joshua:Youhaveenergybabe,twerkforme..

Marangrolledhereyes.

Marang:Mothoaboaregaakakeanja..(andhe

sayshewon’tsexme)

Joshua:Iwon’t.

Marang:I’m sittingontheoppositecouch.

Joshua:Sweetness!

Marang:Andyouarenotchangingmymind.

Helaughedintheloungescrollingthroughthe

channels.

.

.

*

*
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Thefollowingmorning

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangwokeupfirstandsheswitchedonthe

geyserbeforesheheadedtothekitchentomake

breakfastforherhusband.Shemightevenbring

lunchtowork.Justforhim.

Herringcaughtthelightandshelookedatitbefore

sheshookherheadandstartedtomakebreakfast.

Thirtyminuteslatershefeltstrongarmswrap

aroundherwaist.

Joshua:Morningbaby.



Marang:Morningbigguy.

Joshua:Howwasyoursleep?

Marang:Peacefulinyourarmsandcontent.

Joshua:Gladtohearthat.Joinmeintheshower?

Marang:Nope.Stillsore.Iloveyoutoo..

Hechuckledandkissedherneck.

Joshua:Iwon’tbelong.

Marang:alright.

Hewalkedoutandshepulledthecurtainsback,

openingthewindows.Sherubbedherflattummy,

missingsomethingsheneverhad.Shesighedand

removedherhandsfrom hertummyandcontinued

withwhatshewasdoing.

BythetimeJoshuawasdone,shehadserved

breakfastandwassippingonsomechamomiletea.



Joshua:Idon’tknowhowyousurvivewithout

caffeinelove.

Marang:Isurvive.Idishedup.

Joshua:Thankyou.

Marang:Ican’twaittofinishschoolyoh!

Joshua:Youdon’twanttojoinmeatworktoday?

Marang:YouareadistractionJosh,youwon’tattend

patientsandyou’llbeattendingme.

Joshua:that’snotabadthingisit?

Shethrewthekitchenclothathim giggling.

Marang:Addict.

Joshua:Withasexywife,whywouldn’tIbe?

Marang:Eat.Walapisatlherra(laughing)

Hesatdownononeofthekitchenchairsandlooked

atthemeal.Shetookcareofhiseveryneed.She

smiledwatchinghim takeabiteofhistoastasshe



stirredheroats.

Joshua:I’m goingtomissthiswhenyouaregone.

Marang:Metoosweetheart.Metoo.

Theyatechattingupandcrackingjokes.The

atmospherewasjustsocomfortableandhappyfor

thebothofthem.

Atthehospital

Seeletsoarrivedandshefrownedseeingflowers.

Shelookedaroundandthecleanersweretheonly

peoplethere.Shewassuchanearlybirdthather

mothercomplained.

Shesmelledtheflowersandsmiled.Sheliked

daisiesandtheseweredaisies.Shepickedthecard

thatwasinsidetheflowers.Theyhadchocolatestoo.

Seeletso:oooh!



Sheopenedthecard.

“Flowersforasweetlady.Chewonthoselittlesweet

thingstilllunch

J.P”

Shecoveredhermouthwithahugesmile.Jadendid

this?Hewassosweet.Whatwashappeningat

lunchtime?Shelookedatheroutfitoftheday,she

wasokay.

Shedidalittlehappydancebeforeclearingher

throatandmaintaininghercomposure.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangsawherhusbandoutwithacutesmile

beforesheclosedthedoorandleanedagainstit.

Somethinggotstuckinherthroatandsheheldback



tearsthatfellontheirownfreewill.

Shefelltoherknees.Why?Whyher?Shewasso

healthybutcouldn’tevenfallpregnant.Shewiped

hertearswithherhandsandstoodup.Shecouldn’t

breakdownnow.

Shewalkedtothebedroom whereshetookoffher

pajamatee.Itsmelledofhim,asweirdasthatwas.

Shegotnakedandshewalkedtothebathroom fora

quickshower.

Whenshewasdonesheopenedthewardrobeand

shetookouttwoofhisscrubs.Sheheldthem close

toherchestandhertearsfellonthem.Itfeltlikeshe

washoldingapartofhim.Sheinhaledthescenton

them.Hisrawscentonthem.Hehadsomany,he

wouldnoticethatshetookoneortwo.Sheputthem

inhersuitcaseandshetookoutoneofhisworntees

from thelaundrybasket.Thecologneshebought

him wasstillstronginit.



Sheputitinthesuitcaseaswellandwipedthelone

tearthatrolleddownhercheeks.

Sheworeherdenim dressandgladiatorsandals

beforetyingherhairback.Shegotthebabyclothes

shehadboughtforPhemelo.Shehadplacestobe

todayandshewantedtogeteverythinganddone

today.

Shebreathedinandoutbeforeshegotherbagand

phone.

Attheprison

Lebowalkedoutofthehellholeasshewas

escortedbyawarden.Thiswasthefirsttimeshe

gotavisitoreversincesheendeduphere.She

alwayssleptwithnofearofdeathespeciallyafter

sheheardofthearrestofRusselandhismen.At

leasthewasoffthestreets.Maybethatfacthelped



Marangsleepatnightbecauseshebarelysleptat

night.

Allshesawwasaverysmartyoungladywithher

handsonthetable.Shehadaniceringonherfinger.

Theladywasfacingtheotherway.

Lebosatdownandtheladyturned.Marangsmiled

withaheavyheart.Theplacemadeherauntlookso

oldbeyondherage.Thatwaswhateightyearsof

prisondidtoapersonneh.

Marang:Hi.I’m Marang.

Lebo’seyeswelledlookingatMarang.Shewas

grown.Shewasnotthat15yearoldanymore.

Marangsuckedinadeepbreath.

Marang:Icametoseeyou.Notforyoubutforme.I

havebeenharboringthissecrethate.Ihatedyouso

muchforruiningmylife,fordecidingIwasthe

perfectcandidatetopayyourdebts.Yousat



comfortablywhileIwassodomized.Iwasachild.

YesIwasslowbecauseIhaveadisorderthatwent

yearswithoutbeingdiagnosedbutIdidn’tdeserve

that.

Shefacedthewaytoholdbackhertears.Shelooked

backatherauntwhowaslookingdown.

Marang:Fuckingfacemethewayyouusedtowhen

youlookeddownonmeorwhenyoudidn’twant

peopletoknowwhathappened.Fuckingface

me!(halfscreamingwithtearsinhereyes)

Lebolookedatherandsawthepainmarredonher

face.Shehurtthischildandshehadnovalidexcuse

togiveher.

Marang:WhatdidIdo?AllI’veeverbeenwaskind

andrespectful.WhatdidIdo?

Lebo:Nothing.

HervoicewaslowandMarangshookherheadwith

tearsinhereyes.



Marang:Iwakeupatnightsometimes,thinkingthat

theyareafterme.Thattheyaregoingtofinishme

off.Iam notokayanymore.Ihaven’tbeenokayfor

yearsbecauseofwhatyoudid.Whattheydid.YesI

blameyoubecauseifitwasnotforyouthosemen

wouldhavenotknownofmyexistence.Everybad

thingthatishappeninginmylifeisallyourfucking

fault!IhateyousodamnmuchIwishIcouldkill

you(crying)

Shestoppedtalkingandplacedherheadonthe

tablesobbing.Sheneededtogetthisoffherchest

sobadly.Shequoteddownandlookedup.Lebowas

helpless.Shehonestlyhadnothingtosayforherself.

Marangwipedhertearswithherhands.

Marang:Myinnocencewastakenawayfrom me.You

weresupposedtoprotectmebutbloodisn’talways

thickerthanwaterisit?Bloodisevilandlooksout

forit’sown(sniffing)Bloodisenviousoftheirown

andlikestofulfilit’sownagendawithoutgivinga

damnaboutwhathappenstotherest.It’safuck



them allkindofworld.(nodding)

Lebo:I’m sorry..

Maranglaughed.

Marang:Sorrynevertakesawaythememories.Itwill

nevermakemeokay.Itwon’ttakeawaythe

nightmaresorthefearIhaveofmenrightnow.Sorry

nevercutsittherealworldanymore.Notinmy

booksanyway.Sorryisuseless.Sorryisawordthat

isusedbypeoplewhohurtyouwillinglywithnovalid

reasonandnaivefoolsagree.Sorryisnotit.Sorryis

notokay.Idon’twantyoursorry..

Leboclosedhereyesasatearfell.Shebrokethis

child.Shewasn’tthesweetMaranganymoreand

shebrokeher.

Marang:Ijustcameheretogetthisoffmychest.I

hateyousodamnmuchandIwishforkarmatoget

youonmybehalfbut(asmalllaugh)Ihavetomove

onfrom this.Iam lettingyougo.Youareapartof

mypastIbadlywanttobury.(suckinginadeep

breath)Iam choosingtoletyougoandforgive.Not



forgetbutforgiveformyownsanityandpeace.

Marangpushedthechairbackandtookoutawet

wipefrom herbagasshewipedherface.She

breathedinandoutandsmiledatheraunt.

Marang:Thatstupidgirlfrom 8yearsago?Sheis

studyingtobeadoctorrightnowandsheisstill

goingtowin.Overandoverandover.

Leboshamefullylookeddown,herthroatwasdry

andshewasswallowingheavylumpsofairthat

failedtopassthroughheresophagus.

Marang:YoucancallmeDrColton.Haveanicelife.

Shestoodupandshewaitedforthewardentotake

heroutofthishellhole.Shewasnevergoingtoset

foothere.Nevereverinherlife.

Lebocouldn’tevenliftherheadtowatchMarang

walkout.Hersinsfeltheavyonhershouldersandat

thatexactmomentsheprayedfortheclutchesof



deathtotakeher.

AssoonasMarangwasoutoftheprison,herhands

shooksobad.Thatwasthehardestthingshehas

everdone.Shewalkedtothecabthatshehad

waitingoutsidetheplace.Shegotinsideandshe

closedhereyes.

Marang:Uhm(shakyvoice)ohGod!

Sheputherfaceinherhandstryingtoregainherself

controlagain.Thiswassohard.Thecabdriverwas

silentashelethisclienthavehermomenttoherself.

Hewassilentasifhewasn’teventhere.

AftertenminutesMaranglookedupandlaughed

tearfully.

Marang:Uhm,takemetothecemetery.

CabDriver:Okaymam.



HestartedthecarandMarangbuckledup.She

facedthewindowasthecabdroveoff.

.

.

.

*

*

*

*



THEGAME

#92

Atthecemetery

Marangkneeledbythetombstoneplacingfresh

flowersontop.Atleastheraunthadhadthedecency

tohaveatombstoneplacedadayafterher

grandmother’sfuneral.Shelookedatthetombstone

asshereadhergranny’sbirthyearanddeathyear.

Shewantedtospeakbutwordsfailedher.Sheheld

backtears.Shewasn’tgoingtocry.Shewasn’t

goingtocrybutithurt.

Marang:Mmaiyehi(shakyvoice)it’smeMarang

Shewipedhernoseandthetearsfellinvoluntarily.

Marang:OhGod!Imissyou..



Shebrokedowncryingonhergravewithherfacein

herhands.Shethoughtthatsinceitwasherfirst

timehereeversincetheburialitwasn’tgoingtohurt

thismuchbutshewaswrong,painslicedthrough

herheart.Breakingherapartalloveragain.Itfeltlike

thedayshecouldn’twakeherup,yearsago.

Shesobbedthereallaloneinthecemetery,crying

whilegaspingforbreath.Ithurtsomuchshewished

shewastheonewhodiedinstead.

Shedidn’tknowhowshestoppedcryingbutshewas

silentwhilesniffing.

Marang:Uhm..SoI’m married..

Shewipedtears.

Marang:I’m nothappyanymore..MmaiyeI’m not

happyanymore(crying)I’m not..

Sheputherheadbetweenherkneesasthetears

rolleddownagain,shewasgoingtogetaheadache



from allthiscrying.

Marang:YourememberJoshua?Theonewho

broughtmehomeafteradogbitme?Heismy

husband.Heisperfect.IneveryliteralwaybutI’m

nothappy.Ican’tmakehim happy.

Shesuckedinadeepbreath.

Marang:Ilovehim somuch,sodeeplybuthehasput

himselflasttopleasemeanditdrainshim.Inturn

drainingme.I’m infertile.Idon’tknowifit’s

temporaryorpermanentbutIcan’tgivemyhusband

kidsandhesaysheisalrightbutitiseatinghim.I

don’twantthat..

Shesighed.

Marang:Enoughaboutmymarriage.Ihopeyouare

doingwellintheafterworld.Didyouseemymom

there?IhopeyouarehappyandI’m goingtoheal

from whatauntLebodid.NotcompletelybutIwill.

MmaiyeIloveyousomuchandyouweretheonly



parentI’veeverknownbesidesmom.

Maranglookeddown.

Marang:Myparentsinlawarethebestthough.I

marriedintoalovingfamily.Theylovedmeliketheir

ownbeforeIstartedarelationshipwiththeirson,ifI

believedinfateIwould’veswornyousentthem my

waybutanyway..I’m sorryittookmesolongto

comehere.IhavenoexcusejustthatIwasso

scaredofbreakingdownagain.IloveyouandImiss

youhere..

Shewentquiet.

Marang:IknowyouseeeverythingbutIlostababy.

WhenIwas18.Idon’tknowifitwasaboyoragirl

butdidyouseemybabyintheafterlife?(wipinga

lonetear)Isheorshebeautiful?Dotheyhave

Joshua’seyesanduglyears?(tearfullaugh)II-Ijust

wanttokno-know(quiveringlips)



Shecriedagain,breakingdown.Shewasfailing

dismally.Ithurtsobad.

Marang:I’m fa-failing!

Sherubbedherchest.Shestoppedcryingand

lookedatthegrave.

Marang:ImissyouandIwishyouwerewithme.

Guidingmetobethebestversionofmyselfand

beingproudtoseemegraduateasadoctor.You

alwayswantedmetobeseriouswithschoolandI’m

soclosetograduatingmmaiye(tearingup)Restin

eternalpeacemylove.

Shegotupandtriedtoremainstable.Sheclosedher

eyesfeelingtheheavyweightshehadcarriedfor

yearsstarttolift.Sheopenedhereyesandlookedat

thetombstoneoncemorewithalittlesadsmileand

walkedaway.

Shewasdonebutshehadtwomoreplacestobe.



Shelookedatherwatch.Shestillhadtogive

Phemelo’smotherthebabyclothesthenshewill

checkinherhusbandatwork.Hewasgoingtoask

abouttheredeyesbutshewasgoingtobehonest

withhim.Hedeservedthatmuch.

AtPhemelo’sparents

MaPhem wasinthekitchencookingforthenew

motherwhensheheardtheintercom.Themaid

lookedatherandshesighed.

Shewalkedtothespeakerandpressedit.

MaPhem:Whoisit?

Marang:Hi,keMarang.

Shesmiled.

MaPhem:Whatanicesurprise,Ididn’tknowyou

wereintown,letmeopen.



ThegateslidopenandMarangsteppedinsidethe

yardwithalittlesmile.Shehadalreadypreparedher

heartnottogetjealousofthefactthatPhemelohad

achild.Somethingshehadbeenyearningfor.

Sheshooedawaythedogsasshewalkedtothe

door.

MaPhem openedthedoor.

MaPhem:Hello..

Marang:Dumelang!Ibroughtthegiftsforthebabies.

Kanawethoughtit’sone.

MaPhem:Tellmeaboutit.Comein.Whendidyou

arrive?

Marangsteppedinsideandplacedthebagsonthe

couchasshesatdown.

Marang:Yesterdayactually.IsawPhem’smessage.

MaPhem:Twohealthyboys.



Marang:Aaaw..congratulations.

MaPhem:Thankyou..

Marangsmiledandbroughtherhandstogether.

Marang:Bytheway,thereissomethingIwanttotalk

about.

MaPhem:I’m listening.

Maranglookedatherfingers,specificallythe

diamondonherfingerbeforeshelookedupatMa

Phem.

AttheColtons

Uncle:Joshuawasrude.

MaJosh:Obviouslyyouwanttoruinhismarriage.

Aunt:youareencouragingsuchbehavior?

MaJosh:uhu,youwantyourpreciousNadiatomarry

mysonletalonecarryhischild?Thatwillhappen



overmydeadbody.

RaJosh:ImustsayIam disappointedbrother.Never

haveIstuckmynoseinyouraffairs.

Theoldwomanwasasleepinthebedroom asthey

talkedaboutthis.

RaJosh:Letmysonstarthisownfamilyathisown

time.Canyoupleaseleavemyhouse..

Aunt:youarechasingusout?

MaJosh:yesDoreenakereomoloiwena..

RaJosh:Sentle!

NAJosh:it’strue...witchestheseones.Letthem get

out.Noonedestroysmyson’smarriagelikethat.Le

motsenyadibati..

Theuncleandhiswifestoodup.Theyfailedandthe

factthatalittleboylikeJoshuacouldinsultthem

andnotfeelguiltywasbeyondthem.Theauntwas

angryastheywalkedtothecar.Letthem keeptheir



barrenleech.Theywillalwaysseegrandkidsfrom

otheryardsandrememberthattheyhadtheoption

ofhavinggrandchildrenandthatJoshuawillregretit

whenNadiagetsmarriedandhasachild.They

shouldneverevenneedtheirhelp.Ungratefulpeople.

AtPhemelo’sparents

MaPhem:YoudounderstandmerightMarang?

Marang:Eemma.

MaPhem sighed.

MaPhem:Areyousure?

Marang:Yes.

Assoonasshesaidthatyes,herheartbecamelead

heavy.Soheavyshecouldn’tbreathproperly.

MaPhem:Icangi-



Marang:Idon’tneedtime.

MaPhem rubbedherback.

MaPhem:Okay.

Marangstoodupandsmiled.

Marang:Ihavetogoandthankyousomuch.

MaPhem:Welcome.

Shewalkedoutwiththeheaviestheartandclosed

hereyes.Shewasdeterminedthatthiswasgoingto

bethebestweekofherlife.

Sheplasteredasmileonherfaceandthegateslid

open.

Atthehospital

Joshuaatonhisdeskgoingthroughtheirpictures.



Thedooropenedandinwalkedthewomanhewas

justthinkingof.Hereyeswerealittlepuffy.

Joshua:sweetnesshey.What’sup?

Marangsmiledandplacedherhandbagonthetable.

Shesatonhislap.

Marang:Iwenttomygrandmother’sgrave..

Joshua:areyouokay?Howwasit?Whydidn’tyou

tellme?

Marang:Ineededtodoitaloneanditfeltasifa

heavyburdenwasliftedoffmyshoulders.

Shekissedhim.Shewasgoingtolovehim goodbye.

Alittlemorehurtonherwon’tkillher.

Joshuabrokethekissandlaughed.

Joshua:Hungrynowarewe?

Marang:Very..

Joshuaslippedhishandunderneathherdressand



shekissedhim.Shetookoffhisclothes,pretending

thatit’sfine.Sheheldhischeek,passionately

kissinghim.Thiswasherstoringthememoriesin

herhead.Itwasn’thisfaultthatshecan’tbewhathe

needs.Hewasanangelandheneededonenother.

Joshua’sshirtwasundoneandsheplacedher

handsonhistorsowhilehepushedupherdenim

dress,exposingheryellowthighsandherlace

panties.

Joshua:Fuuuck!

Herhandsmovedtohisflyandsheundidthe

zipperspushingthepantsandboxersdowntoreveal

hismagnificentlength.Heheldherwaistasshe

allowedhim toslowlyslideinsideofher,releasing

softmoans.

*

*

AWEEKLATER



THEGAME
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AtJoshua’shouse

Marangsmiledsadlylookingathim.Hewas

sleepingsopeacefully,shedidn’thavethecourage

tofacehim butshereallyhadtofacehim.

Shegotoutofbed,leavinghim thereasshewalked

towhereherhandbagwas.Shetookoutthebrown

enevelopeandbitherlowerlip.Theheartshewas

breakingwasherown,leavingthewarmestbedshe

haseverknown.Sheclosedhereyesandheldonto

thedresser,lipsquiveringandtearsthreateningto

rolldownhercheeks.Sheheardthebedmoveand

turned.Joshuawasfacingtheotherwayandshe

quicklywipedawayallhertears.



Joshuaturnedandopenedhiseyes.Hetouchedthe

othersideandheclosedhiseyesbeforeheopened

them again.Whywasn’tsheinbed?

Hesatuprightandlookedather.

Joshua:Heysweetnesswhat’swrong?It’sstill

like(lookingattheclock)5inthemorning.

Marangputtheenvelopeaway.Hefrownedandgot

outofbed.

Joshua:What’sthat?

Marang:Uhm..nothing.

Joshuajustignoredthatandwalkedtoher.Shestill

hadherhandinthebag.

Joshua:Letmesee,itseemslikeit’simportant.

Marang:It’snothing..

Joshua:Andwedon’thidethingsfrom eachother.

LetthebaggoMarang.

Marang:Joshua..



Joshua:Iwasnotdebating.

Marangletgoofthebagandhetookthethe

envelope.Heopeneditandtookoutthepapers

inside.Hiseyesscannedthedocumentandhe

shookhisheadsilentlyreadingthefrontcover.He

pagesthroughthedocumentandlookedatthetiny

humanbeinginfrontofhim.Wordsfailedtoform in

hismouthashetriedtoprocessthelogicbehindit

all.Why?Whatwasthereason?

Helookedatheragainandshewasn’tgoingto

deceivehim withtears.

Joshua:wow!

Marang:Jos-

Joshua:ShutthefuckupMarang!

Hehasneverusedthattoneonher.Evenyearsago

whensheinitiatedsexualintercoursewhileshewas

underage,hehasneverusedthattoneonher.Tears

blurredhervisionandsheusedherfiststorubher



eyes.

Helookedatthepapersinhishands.

Joshua:Youwanttodivorceme?Marangnna?

Marang:Youdeservebetter.

Joshua:AndwhothehellareyoutoknowwhatI

deserveanddon’tdeserve?

Marang:Joshuacalm downandhearmeout.

Joshua:Marangoskabatlagontena..(Marangdon’t

makemeangry)

Marangmovedawayfrom him.Hewasscaringher

now.

Marang:I’m not..

Joshua:Marangemapele,tlakwano..(wait,come

here)

Sheshookherheadwithtearsrollingdown.Hewas



seethingandshewasscaredhemightlayhishands

onher,shehasneverseenhim reachthatlevelof

anger.

Joshua:Marang!!

Marang:Eerra!

Shemovedclosertohim withabeatingheart.

Joshua:Sutlhamaleleaotlagaontena...(wipethose

tearsbeforeyouannoyme)

Shequicklywipedhertearsandsniffled.

Joshua:NowlikeagrownupstarttalkingMarang..

Shesniffledwithtearsnearandheshotheralook

thathadherwipingthetearsawayagain.

Joshua:Marangwee!

Marang:Rra?(shakyvoice)

Joshua:Talkkeisekegobuisekampama..



Herhandsshook.Shelookedatthesizeofhis

handsandherlipsquivered.Hewasn’tgoingtoslap

her.Hewasbluffing.Joshuawouldnever.Thiswas

theloveofherlifeshewastalkingto.Hewould

never.

Marang:Babeyoudeserveb-b-better.Ican’tg-give

youki-kidsan-

Shestoppedtalkingasheleanedbackandshook

hishead.

Joshua:ThatsoundsstupidMarang.Areyou

listeningtoyourself?Onecannotmerelydivorcefor

thatsolereasonespeciallyafterbeingassured

countlessoftimesnottoworryaboutit.DidInot

assureyoutimeandtimeagainthatifweareto

havekidsit’sgoingtohappenonit’sowntime.

Marang:youdid.

Joshua:andthen?

Marang:Youde-deservebetter.

Joshuashookhishead.



Marang:youwanttothrowawhole3andhalfyears

ofmarriagedownthedrain?6yearsofour

relationshipdownthedrainforthatsolereason?

Whenyouarelookingatme,doyouseefoolwritten

incapitalletters?

Sheshookherhead.

Joshua:Exactly.Starttalkingwoman.

Marang:thatisthereason,Iswear.

Joshua:AndI’m notafoolMarang.IloveyoubutI

am notstupid.

Shewipedmoretears.

Joshua:Whoishe?

Marang:thereisnoone...

Hechuckled.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?



Joshua:I’m goingtoaskthisonceandonlyonce.

Whoisthefoolyou’replanningtodivorcemefor?

Hestoodupandshebackedaway.

Marang:N-noon-

Beforeshecouldfinishhersentenceahotslap

landedonhercheekandshebitherlowerlip,she

tastedthemetallictasteofbloodasshebitherlip.It

stungsobadandhehadabighand.

Joshua:Whoishe?

Marang:No-

Thenanotheroneonhercheek.Heactuallyslapped

her.Notoncebuttwice.

Marang:Iswearth-thereisnooneJoshua.I

swear(crying)Iswearonmymotherand

grandmother’sgrave.Is-swear...

Sheusedherhandstohideherfacewhilecryingand



Joshuasteppedback.Hewatchedhercrybeforeit

dawnedonhim thatheactuallylaidhishandsonhis

wife.Theonethinghesworehewouldneverdo.On

anywomanforthatmatter.

Joshua:Marang(walkingtoher)

Shemovedbackstillkeepingherhandsoverher

faceandhestoppedinhistracks.

Joshua:Fuuuck!SweetnessI-

Shesatdowninthefloor.Hehither.Joshua,the

sweetestmanonthisplanethither.

Joshuarubbedhishandsoverhisface.Hedidn’t

meantohither,hisemotionsgotthebestofhim.He

wouldneverhurther,asstupidasherthinkingwas

attimes.

Hekneeledbesidesher.



Joshua:BabyI’m sorry..

Marangstillcouldn’tbelieveheslappedher.She

movedbackandwhenhegotclosershehalf

screamedandhemovedback.

Joshua:Marang?SweetnessI-Ididn’tm-

Marangshookherhead.Maybeheshowedhistrue

colorsthisearly.Maybeitwasagoodthingshenow

knewhehitwomen.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME

#94

AtJoshua’shouse

Hesatbythecornerofthebedwatchingher.God

knowshenevermeanttohurther.Hecould’ve

walkedawayforfreshairlikeshealwaysdoes

duringfightsandcomebackmorecalmer,withhis

mindclear.Heknewshewouldnevercheat,shejust

thoughtwithlikeachildattimesbutcheatingwas

somethingshewouldn’tdo.Whatpossessedhim to

thinkthatandevenslapher.

Joshua:Fuck!(underhisbreath)

Marangliftedupherheadandsighedwithswollen

eyes.Shetouchedhercheekanditwasswollenand



shewassureitwasredtoo.Joshualookedather

andcouldseethedoublefingerprintsonhercheek.

Histhroatdriedup.Hedidthattoher.Shehadsuch

translucentskinthatitwouldn’ttakemuchforoneto

puttwoandtwotogethertocomeupwithfour.

Marangstoodupandpickedthedivorcepapers.She

torethem apartandwalkedoutofthebedroom,

headingtothebathroom.Shelockedherselfupin

thereandlookedatherreflectioninthemirror.Tears

madetheirwaytohereyesandsheheldontothe

sink.Maybeitwasallherfault,sheruinedeverything.

Maybehedidn’thitwomenandshewasthefirst

becauseshewasannoyingandallthethingshe

didn’tdeserve.Shejustbroughtouttheworstinhim.

Sheshouldpackherbagsandgo.

Thedistancemightdothem goodandmaybewitha

clearmindshewillseeifshereallywantsadivorce.

Shegotoutofthebathroom andhestoodup.



Joshua:BabeI’m sorry.Idon’tknowwhatgotov-

Marang:I’m theonewhoissorry.Iwantedtosetyou

freebecauseyoudeservebetter,youlovemeyes

andIloveyoubutIcan’tgiveyouwhatyouneed.

Youputmefirstaboveeverything(holdingback

tears)youneglectyourselfformeandyoudeserve

someonewhodoesthesame.Whoiswillingtogive

youtheworldandtheplanets.I’m sorryIbrought

youdowntoyourlowestthatyouhadtohitme.It’s

allonmeandit’snotyourfaultthatIcan’tbewhat

youneedJoshua.IwouldnevercheatonyouandifI

gaveyoutheimpressionthatIdidthat,kekopa

maitshwarelo.Itwasnotmyintention.Iknowyou

aregoingtosayit’sokayaboutthekidsissuebutit’s

not.Aweekagoyouwerefightingwithyourfamily

overamereorphan.Joshua,yourfamilygenuinely

wantsthebestforyouandifNadiatheoneyou

talkedaboutoverthephonecangiveyoukidstobe

happythensobeitJoshua.Iwasnotgoingtobe

thatselfishandsaynoforyoutonothaveanother

child.ThereasonIwanttoletyougoisifwewereto

considersurrogacy,Iwas(swallowing)goingtobe



jealous.Pregnancyisaphasethatbringstwopeople

togetherandimaginewatchingyourhusbandfallin

lovewithasurrogate,someoneyoubothhiredto

carryyourchild.

Shewipedhertears.

Marang:Itwasgoingtobreakmeintotinypiecesand

Iwasgoingtogocrazy.Lovedrivespeopleinsane,

youknowthat?Itmakespeopledotheunthinkable

andI’m sorryIhurtyou.Iam sosorrythatIfailedto

talkaboutitandresortedtodivorcepapersinstead.I

wasgoingtobefineknowingthatIletyougosoyou

canfallinlovewithsomeonenewandIwouldbe

buriedinthepast.ForgottenbecausemyloveIknow

thatyoulovefiercelyandwithyourall.Iknewthat

thenextwomanwhowasgoingtobeyourwife

wouldgettheworldandyouwouldneverlooktwice

upatanywoman.Andyouwouldbemorehappier

withkidsrunningaroundandcompletingyourfamily.

I’m still22andIranallthetestsbutthereisnothing

wrongwithme.IjustacceptedthatIwillnevercarry

achildandit’sokayIguess.



Shewipedhertearsandsuckedinadeepbreath.

Marang:thelastfewyearsyouhavelovedmeandI

knowhowitfeelstobelovedandyoutaughtmethe

definitionoflovemylove.Iseem immatureand

that’sokay,Iguess.WithtimeIwillbeokaybutwith

allthathasbeenhappening,spacewoulddousa

worldofgood.

Shewalkedtohim andhuggedhim.

Marang:Istillloveyou,somuchbutIneedtothink

andifitwillbeaboutthemoneytoyourfamily,Iwill

sendinmymonthlystudentallowanceandtrytofind

ajobasawaitressorsomethingtorepayyouback

foreverything.Youcanstopsendingthemonthly

allowance.Thereisnoneed

Joshuabithislowerlip.Shesaidamouthfulandit

wasgoingtotakeawhiletoprocessthat.

Marang:Ihopewearestillongoodterms.Justthree

monthstothinkthisthrough.



Hesighedandnodded.ItwillbeDecemberbythen.

Marangbrokethehugandsighedrubbinghercheek.

TheguiltwashedoverJoshuaandshesawthat.

Marang:Itisokay.It’snotyourfault.

Shewalkedtothewardrobeandtookouther

suitcase.Shewasn’tsureifshewasgoingtofinda

flightthatwillbeleavingBotswanaatthemoment.

Shewasn’tabouttogosaybyetoherin-lawswitha

bruisedcheek.ShewouldbeimplicatingJoshuaand

thatwouldputhim introublewithhisparents,she

didn’twantthat.

Joshua:I’m basicallylettingyougo?

Marangclosedhereyesandnodded.

Hesighedandrubbedhisface.Thiswasbreaking

him piecebypiece.HowwasIpossibletolove



someonethatmuchevenwhentheybreakyour

heart,theyareallyouwant?Hechuckledashe

rememberedthetimeshemadehim promisetojust

wantherevenwhenshebreakshisheart.Wasn’t

whatshedoingmeanttomakethelovelessstrong

andmakeiteasyforsomeonetomoveon?

Hejustheadedtothebathroom andgotunderthe

shower.Marangsatonthefloorandrubbedher

chest.Whatshewassuggestingwasinsane.She

wasactuamakingiteasyforhim tomoveonandbe

happywithouther.Shelovedhim thatmuchto

suggestsomethingthatcrazy.

AttheColtons

Seeletsogreetedeveryonewithasmileasshesat

down.

MaJosh:Someoneisinahappymood.

Seeletso:Itisagooddaymother.



MaJosh:Dotell..

Seeletsoflippedherhair.

Seeletso:Thereisnothingtotellmama.Thefood

lookslovely.

MaJosh:Thisisnottheearly1800sLetso.

Seeletso:ohwhateverareyoutalkingaboutmama?

Theweatherlooksperfect,onecouldtakeawalk.

Shesmiledasshepouredtea.

Seeletso:butnotwithoutanescort.

Hermotherlaughedhittingherwiththeservietteand

Seeletsolaughed.

Seeletso:Imeanthosedays,inpresentdayLondon.

Youngmaidenshadtobeofagetobedebutantes.

MaJosh:ThisisBotswana.Youguyswentto

bogweraandbojale.

Seeletso:mamabatho..

Hermotherlaughedandthetworelaxeddrinkingtea.



AtJoshua’shouse

Marangwasdonepackingandshehadalready

takenabath.Sheworeherscarfandabeanie.It

didn’tshowandthatwasgood,shecheckedher

travelingdocumentsandtheywereokay.

Joshua:Youaredone?

Marang:Yeah.

Hepickedherbagandshepickedherhandbag

followinghim tothecar.Heputitatthebackand

shelockedthehousedoorbeforeshewalkedtothe

car.Shesatdownandsaidashortprayer.

Hegotinthecarandstartedthecar.Shebuckledup

andleanedback.



AtFrancistownAirport

Joshuaparkedthecarandlookedather.Hetilted

herchinandexaminedhercheek.Sheshould’veput

someicetoreducetheswelling.Thewayshedidn’t

thinkannoyedhim andtothinkthatshewasgoingto

becomeadoctorbutshethoughtlikeaheadless

chickenattimes.

Joshua:Youshouldhaveputsomeice.

Marang:Itwillbeokay..

Joshua:YouthinklikeachickenMarang.

Marang:Geethanks..

Joshuasighedandrubbedherlowerlip.Shewas

stillthegirlhefellinlovewithinallherchildishness,

immaturityandbrainlessself.Herlogiconlymade

sensetoheraloneandmaybethatwasabitofthe

ADHDspeakingthatwasalwaysgoingtobeapart

ofher.

Joshua:Iloveyou.

Marang:Loveyoutoo.Ineedtogo..



Joshua:Marang.

Marang:Joshua..

Hesighedandhishandmovedtoherneckbeforehe

rubbedhercheek.Sheflinchedabit.

Joshua:I’m sorry.

Marang:It’sokay,I’m sureitwillbeokaytomorrow.

Theygotoutofthecarandtheywalkedinsidethe

airportwithherbehindhim.Therewasaflightoutof

thecountry.ItwilllandSouthAfricaandshewas

goingtotakeitfrom there.

Joshua:Callmewhenyouarriveatthecheckpoints.

Marang:Okay.Bye..

Shewavedandhewavedback.Hewatchedthetiny

humanbeing,ashestoodbytheplatform watching

hergo.Itwaslikenootherpainhehaseverknown.

Threemonthsitwas.



.

.

*

*

*
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AtMarang’sapartment

Marangtookouttheunnecessarythingsthatshe

wasgoingtosell.Sofarsogoodwithrepaying

Joshuahismoney.Sheswallowedherspit.Italways

feltlikeshewasclosetovomitingbutshehadto

pushitback.Shewaseitheratherparttime

waitressingjobordoingherroundsattheteaching

hospital.

ShecalledGabbywhowasactinglikeadrama

queen.

Marang:GabbyI’m done.

Gabby:Congratulations.

Marang:IneedtosellthesebeforeIgobackto



BotswanaforChristmas.

Gabby:andhereIthoughtyourdarkchocolatewas

visiting.

Marang:NotduringChristmasGabbydarling.

Gabby:Letmesellthem foryou.

Marang:Youarealifesaver...

Sherubbedherchest.

Gabby:what’sup?

Marang:Ithinkheartburn.

Gabby:Poorthing.

Marang:Iwillbefine.IthinkIhaveGavasconnearby.

Shewalkedtothekitchenandtookoutthebottle.

Sheshookitandpoureditonthelidbeforeshe

drunkit.Herphonerangandsheansweredit

immediately

Marang:Hello.



Joshua:Hi.

Marang:Hi.Iwillbethereintwodays,justtellingyou

inadvancesinceyouhatesurprises.

Joshua:Youscaredmethattime.

Marang:IknowandI’m sorry.

Joshua:Areyoueating?

Marang:Ieat,IhaveaveryhealthydietMrColton

thankyouverymuch.

Joshua:MarangIstillhatethatyousendalmostall

ofyourallowance.Youneeditanddon’thavetopay

meback.

Marang:Letmedothingsmyway.

Hesighed.

Joshua:Okay.

Marang:areyouokay?

Joshua:Whywouldn’tIbe?

Marangsighed.



Marang:Ihaveafeelingyouarenot.

Joshua:Iam fineMarang.

Shenodded,hewasclosedoffthesedaysbutshe

causedallthat.

Marang:okay.Bye.

Shehungupandlookedaround.Shecheckedher

watch.Shehadtoseehertherapistagainandthe

doctorforherherregularADHDdosageand

checkups.Apparentlyforthelastfewmonthsshe

hadbeengettingthewrongdosageofmedication

thatsomehowaffectedherhormonesandthings

werekindofcrazywithhersystem.Shechanged

doctorssinceshewasn’ttreatingherself.Herdoctor

athomewasJoshuabutshedidn’tlivewithhim so

itwashardtotravelcontinentsforamerecheckup.

Hernewdoctorhadsuggestedtherapyagain.She

wasnowacceptingthatshewasalwaysgoingtobe

intherapyinordertodealwiththings.Herlifewas

justcrazy.



Atthebuildingsite

Joshualookedaround.Hewashappywiththe

progressofthehouse.Thelasttimeshewashere,

hedidn’thavetimetotellherthatheboughttheplot

andhadstartedbuildingalready.Theywerejust

alwaysinbeddoingnothingmorebutsexinglike

rabbits.

Heknowssheknowsthathewasdistantevenwhen

shetoldhim aboutherchangingdoctorsandeven

givinghernewdoctor’snumberssincehewasher

nextofkinonherdocuments.Marangwasannoying

sometimesandneededtothinklikeanadult.Well

thatwaswhathethoughtuntilhetalkedtohernew

doctor.Apparentlyherlastdoctorhadherdosages

allwrongandheknewthatifthedosageswere

wrongthenitmessedupwithherhead.Hejustgot

updatesdirectlyfrom thedoctornotMarang.How

canshetakewrongdosageswhenshewasadoctor



intraining?Shestillthoughtlikeaheadlesschicken.

Joshua:Sofarsogoodguys.

Theynoddedassomemixedtheconcrete.He

walkedawayandmadehiswaytothecar.There

wastheannualfamilygettogetherandhewasn’t

sureifhewasgoingtocomeiftheyweregoingto

askaboutgrandchildrenatthefunction.Marangwas

comingandimaginetalkingaboutthatannoying

topicagain.Itwasgoingtotakethem tenstepsback.

Attheclinic

Marangwentthroughherusualroundoftests.Even

thoughshehatedtheneedles,itwasnecessaryfor

thedoctortodoherjob.

Doctor:Soyouhavetowaitafewhoursforthe

resultstobebackbutsolong,tellmehowyou’ve

been.

Marang:Lighterandhappier.Nothappyhappybut



better.

Doctor:Thetherapysessionsokay?

Marang:Theyareokay.IjusthatethatIwillbedoing

therapyallmylife,itkindofsucksthatI’m not

normal.

Doctor:YouareperfectlynormalMrsColton.

Maranglaughed.

Marang:I’m alsoadoctorintraining.

Doctor:Theonlydoctorintheroom atthemomentis

meandyouarethepatient.

Marangleanedbackonthechairandsmiled.She

removedhershoesandwalkedtothecouchandsat

crossleggedtalkingtoherdoctor.Itwasalways

nicetalkingtothelady.Shewasniceandlistenedto

her.Shebehavedlikehertherapistsometimes.What

shewasthinkingwasn’talwayscrazyjustthatshe

sawthingsfrom anotherperspectivethatpeople

failedtoseeinandtheyendupthinkingherideasor



thoughtswerecrazy.

SheknewJoshuathoughtshethoughtlikeacrazy

personbutsheknewshewasn’t.Shewillworkon

hermarriageonceshelands.Shewastheonewho

ruinedaperfectlygoodthingwithherunique

thoughts.

Atthehospital

Seeletsoreadthenoteofftheflowers.Ithasbeena

solidthreemonthsandJadenwasstillsweetlike

theveryfirstday.Thismanwasoneinamillion.A

whole11outta10.HeisthetypeofniggaDojaCat

wastalkingaboutinStreets.Thetypeshewould

definitelymarryandkeephim merry.Shesmiledand

smelledtheroseswithahugeasssmile.

Joshuapassedbyandhelaughed.

Joshua:weshouldmeetmrflowersdon’tyouthink



sis?

Seeletso:Youwanttoscarehim away?

Joshua:Ipromise,I’m nice.Askmywife.

Seeletso:ofcoursethatshortonewouldvouchfor

you,

Joshua:assheshould..

Seeletsorolledhereyesashewalkedawaywithhis

handsinhispockets.ShewonderedifJoshuaand

Marangeverfought.Theywerealwaysallovereach

otherwhenMarangwasintownanditwasdifficult

toseparatethetwoofthem.Sheprayedfora

marriagelikethat.

AtBobonong

TheauntsatintheloungetalkingtoNadia.

Aunt:I’m notsureifheiscomingforthefunction.

Nadia:Iwouldn’twanttointrude.



Aunt:youwon’t.Nooneeveracknowledgesthat

barrenleechanyway.

Nadia:IthinkthatisrudetocallJoshua’swifethat.

Theauntshrugged.

Aunt:Sheisaleechandbarren.Youmakeabetter

brideforJoshua.Plussheisdamagedgoods.

Maybeheiswithherbecausenoonewouldwant

that.

Nadiapretendedtotryandnotacknowledgewhat

theauntwassayingbutthemoreshethoighyabout

beingJoshua’swife,theideasoundedmorealluring

andappealing.

Nadia:Iwillcomejustbecauseyouaskedmeto.

Aunt:YouarefamilytooNadia.

Nadia:Mhm..

Aunt:Itisnextweek.Notthatfarplusyouarewell

manneredandifJoshuawaswithyou,hewouldn’t

disrespecthiselders.Eversincehemetthatgirlhe

lostallhismannersandthefactthathisparents



supportthatisabsurd.

Nadia:Yoh!

Aunt:Youcansaythatagain.

Nadiastoodupandwalkedtothekitchenwhereshe

pouredjuiceinaglassfortheaunt.MaColtonwas

fastasleep.Thepooroldwomanwassolonelywith

nogreatgrandchildrentokeephercompany.Itwas

suchapitytosee.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelolookedatherboysasshegaveoneof

them herhandtoplaywith.Sheheldthephonewith

theotherone.

Phemelo:Marangyoushouldseethem tlhemma..wa

rewhathappened?

Marang:airyIwasjuststupidbutIwilltalktomama

aboutit..Isawthepictures.WenaandTheomade



beautifulchildren.

Phemelo:I’m sureyouandJoshwill..

Marangsighedasherdoctorwentthroughsome

patientfiles.Shewaswaitingforherresults.

Marang:Phem?

Phemelo:Yes?

Marang:Iam infertile.Ican’thavekids.

Phemelo:OhGod!I‘m sorry,Imustsoundso

insensitivetalkingaboutkidsandIha-ohGod!

Marang:Itisokay,youdidn’tknow.Ilostmyfirst

childat18andIhaven’thadanykidseversince.

Phemelo:I’m sosorryMarang.Ididn’tknow.

Tlhemmayouwillforgivemeforbeingsoinsensitive

overtheyears.

Marang:IthinkI’m slowlycomingtotermswiththat

factandJoshuasaysit’sokayifwedon’thavekids,

thatwaswheremystupiditycameinbutyah.Ican’t

havekids.MaybewemightadoptafterIfinish



school.

Phemelo:Rangz?

Marang:Ma?

Phemelo:Youaresuchastrongperson,whatever

thathappensI’m hereforyou.Loveandlight.

Marangsmiled.

Marang:thankyoubutithappens.Sometimessome

womenarenotdestinedtobemothersandI’m one

ofthosewomen.

Phemelo:WhicheverwayinwhichGoddecidesto

blessyouevenifit’sthroughadoptionyouwillmake

agreatmother.

Maranglaughed.

Marang:Notnow.Thereismoretolifethanhaving

kids,Ineedtobeokaymentally.Idon’tthinktheywill

allowmetoadoptwhenI’m notokaymentally.

Phemelo:IloveyouRangz.

Shegiggled.



Marang:Iloveyoumore.Iwillbelanding

FrancistownandI’m goingtospendtimewithmy

godbabies.TobelieveIhaveneverseenthem in

person.Mxm..aren’ttheyloud?

Phemelo:Kidsareexhausting.

Marang:awman.Youshouldletmebabysittoo.

Phemelo:Yessotheparentscanhavealonetime.

Maranggagged.

Marang:thekidsarestilltooyoungtohavesiblings.

Behaveguys.

Phemelo:Fotshek!

Marang:Byee!

Shehungupwithasmileandshewenttogallery.

Shewenttothealbum thatonlyhadherhusband’s

pictures.Shelookedatherringandsmiled.

.

.
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Attheclinic

Ithadbeenhoursandshelookedatherdoctor.

Marang:Doc...

Doctor:Letmegocheckonthem.Stayput.

Marang:okay.

Thedoctorwalkedoutandsheclosedhereyes

rubbingherheart.Thisheartburnwasgettingoutof

controlanditwassoannoying.Thedoctorwalked

insidetheofficeminuteslaterwithanenvelope.

Doctor:IhaveyourresultsMrsColton.



Shestoodupfrom thecouchandsatonthechair.It

wasn’tsomethingshedidn’tknow.

Marang:Okay,hitmewithit.

Thedoctoropenedtheenvelopeandwentthrough

someoftheresultswith.Sheunderstooddoctor

terminologysotherewasnoneedtoexplainittoher.

Doctor:Waitaminute,thebloodworkssayyouhave

highHCGlevels.

Marang:HCG?

Doctor:Asintheho-

Marang:Thehormonethatonlyapregnantwoman

canhaveatsuchahighrate(slowly)thatcannotbe.

Thedoctorflippedthatpaperandsilentlyreadthe

results.

Doctor:MrsColton?

Marang:Hmm?



Doctor:TheresultsIhaveheresayyouarepregnant.

Marang:Pregnant?Me?Thatmustbewrong.I-Ihave

beenfailingtofallpregnant.Ican’tbepregnantand

myhusbanddoesn’tlivewithme.Ihaven’tseenhim

inthreemonths.

Shesaidslowly.Theremustbesomemistake

somehow.Theymixedherbloodworkwithanother

person’sbloodwork.

Doctor:Youareadoctoryourself,howhaveyoubeen

feeling?

Marang:Uhm..someheartburnandbeingnauseous

butIdidn’tthinkmuchaboutit.

Doctor:Thereisonlyonewaytofindout.

Marang:whichway?

Thatwastheshocktalking.Thedoctorcouldtell

thatshecouldn’tactuallybelieveitherself.Marang

touchedherlittlepotbelly.Soitwasn’tjustanormal

potbelly?Shedidn’twanttobelieveit.



Doctor:Asonogram.

Marang:Oh,asonogram.

Thedoctorstoodupandwalkedtothebedwhere

sheswitchedonthemachine.Marangstoodupand

walkedtothebed.Thedoctorhelpedherclimbthe

bedandshelaydown.

ShehandedherthejellyandMarangappliediton

herself.Shewasfindingthishardtobelieve.She

sighedandwaitedforthecoldwandtobeplaced

overhertummy.Thedoctorplacedthewandover

hertummyandsheimmediatelyheardoneofthe

strongestheartbeatsever.Thatwasn’tnormalat3

monthsandhertummywasn’tflat.

Doctor:doyounormallyhaveaflattummy?

Marang:Yes..

Doctor:Youcanhearthatheartbeatright?

Marang:yes..



Shelookedatthescreen,tryingtomakeoutthe

shape.Soshewaspregnantlikeshehadababyin

hertummy?Shefoundithardtobelieve.

Marang:thatstrongandloudheartbeatisn’tnormal

at..

Doctor:You’re3monthsandafewdayspregnant.I

thinkfiveifnotfourdays.

Marang:okay(softly)

Sheclosedhereyes.

Doctor:InthescanIcanseetwo..nowaitthree...

Marangwasn’tevenlistening.Hermindwasnot

evenhere.

Thedoctorfrowned.Sheremovedthewandand

placeditonhertummyagain.Shelookedatthe

scan.

Doctor:Wow!MrsColton?

Sheopenedhereyes.



Doctor:Iseefour.

Marang:Four?

Doctor:Yes.Fourfoetus..

Shefinallyremovedthewandandlookedatadistant

Marang.AllMarangoilsthinkaboutwaswhatifhe

wasnotgoingtobelievehemadeherpregnant?She

closedhereyesrememberingthosetwoslapsshe

gotinthedaysheleft.Itwasherfaulttoo,everything

washerfaultandhefoundsomeonebetterlikeshe

hopedhewillthatwaswhyhewasbeingdistant.

Shewasgoingtosoldieritoutifthatwasthecase.

Doctor:Thischangeseverything.YourADHD

prescription.Andcarryingmultiplechildrenonit’s

ownisariskmam,anythingcangowrong

regardlessofthefactthatyoupassedthefirst

trimester.

Marang:Iknow..



Thedoctorsattheretalkingandforthefirsttimein

somanyyearsMarangwasn’tpayingattention.

AtJoshua’shouse

Hewentthroughhisclotheslookingforhisfavoritet

-shirtbuthecouldn’tfindit.Helookedaroundthe

room andsatdown.Thisbedroom haddifferent

memoriesnow,oneshewantedsobadlytoforget.

Itstillatehim upthatheslappedhiswifeandshe

saiditwasokay,thatitwasallherfault.Shedidn’t

evenreporthim andplacedtheblameallonherself.

Shewasn’tsupposedtodothat.Hesighedand

lookedathisphone.Hethoughtofcallingherbuthe

changedhismindandresortedtosittinginthe

silence.



Hisphonerangandhegroaned.Hepickeditupand

itwasherdoctor.

Joshua:DrColtonspeaking.

Doctor:HiMrColton,Ijustranafewtestsonyour

wife.

Joshuanodded.Itwasstandardprocedure.

Doctor:Afterwegottheresultswefoundan

interestingdevelopment.

Joshua:Okay.

Thedoctorwentontoexplainwhattheyfoundout

andJoshua’sjawwasslackened.Itwasgoingto

taketimetoprocessbuthiswifewaswhat?

Hepunchedtheairinelation.

Joshua:Thankyoufornotifyingme.Thankyou,

Doctor:ofcoursesir.

Thedoctorhungup.Joshuastaredattheblank



phonescreenforawhile.Howwasshe?Fuckwas

sheprocessingthenewswithnotearsinhereyes?

Wassheeatingright?Fuuuck?Hewasgoingto

becomeadad.

Tearsfilledhiseyesashefelltohisknees.Hedidn’t

deserveallofthisbuthewasstillblessed.

Joshua:ohGod!

Moretearsfilledhiseyes,sohehadslappedhis

pregnantwife.Hecoveredhisface.Hewasn’tthat

man.Godhehopedhewasn’tthatman.

AtBobonong

TheauntgaveNadiaJoshua’sphonenumber.

Maybetheymightgetalongwhoknows.

Nadia:Ihavetogo,it’sgettinglate.

Aunt:Okay.



NadiawalkedoutandshelookedatJoshua’s

number.Wasshegoingtobeahomewrecker?Well

shewasn’tahomewreckerifthepeoplewere

alreadyhavingproblemsintheirmarriage.

Sheassuredherselfshewasn’tassheopenedthe

gate.Shewillcallhim lateatnight,most

conversationsflownicelyatnight.

AtMarang’sapartment

MarangdrankherGavisconbeforeshesatdownon

thecouch.Gabbyhadleftheraloneandsheknew

herhusbandwasgoingtobedistantifshecallshim.

Shesighedandrubbedhertummy.Shedidn’twant

togetexcitedonlytolosethekidsbutitwasslowly

sinkinginandshescreamed.

Marang:Sotherearefourofyouinthere?

Cooooool(halfscreaming)



Shebreathedinandout.

Marang:Larelefour?1,2,3,4...I’m sotinyforallof

youbutwewillseehowitgoesneh.Canyouhear

meguys?

Shegotupfrom thecouchandshewantedtojump

butheldherself.Risks.Multiplepregnancieshad

risksandsheshouldbecareful.Shewalkedtothe

bedroom andtookoutallherbabybooksandshe

removedherclothes.Shewasstartnakedasshe

walkedtothefulllengthmirrortolookatherself.

Marang:SoI’m goingtohaveabellyandfeelkicks?

(Gettingteary)Thisiswow!

Sheturnedaroundandlookedatherbutt.Sheturned

tolookatherbellyagain.Sheneversawthesigns.

Shemovedfrom themirrorandfoundoneofJosh’s

favoritet-shirtsandworeit.Ofcourseshestoleit,he

lovesthist-shirt.ShouldsheFaceTimehim?He



won’tgetangryatherwillhe?

Shepickedherbooksandwalkedtothelounge.She

wasn’tgoingtopassherADHDtoonethem.She

justhopedsobecauseshejustwantedthekidsto

liveanormallife.Normalineverysenseoftheword.

Sheopenedthefirstbookonfirsttimepregnancies.

Shegotherglassesfrom thetableandgotbusy

reading.

Anhourlater,herphonerangandshelookedatthe

callerID.HewasFaceTimingher.

Sheansweredthecallimmediately.

Marang:Hiiiii!

Hechuckledseeingthegleam onhertinyface.She

wastheonecarryingfourhumanbeings?Shewas



wearingthet-shirthehadbeenlookingfortoo.She

stoleit.

Joshua:Heysweetness.

Marangsmiled.Whenwasthelasttimehecalledher

sweetness?Shecouldn’tremember.

Marang:Hiagain.

Joshua:Howareyou?

Marangsatcrossleggedandpositionedthephone.

Marang:Goood(grinning)I’m studying.

Shepushedherglassesbackandshowedhim the

bookshewasreading,

Marang:See?Iwasjustreadingthisbook.

Joshua:Didyoueatlove?

Marangbitherlipandlookedtowardsthekitchen.

Shecompletelyforgotaboutfood.

Marang:Notyet.Iwillmakesomethingtoeat.I



promise.

Joshua:Youwillfallasleepwhilereading..

Marang:Iwon’t.

Joshua:Iknowyou..

Marangsuckedinadeepbreath.

Marang:Joshthereissomething,Ineedtotellyou.

Promisemeyouwon’tgetangry.IswearIhavenot

beencheatingonyou.Onmymother’sgrave,you

canaskGabbytooandthelandlordandthe

neighbors.

Joshuaswallowedsomethingheavy,shethoughthe

wasgoingtogetangryandaccuseherofcheating

onhim.Hedidn’twanttobethatmanthatshehad

toproveloyaltytowhentheybothknewshedid

nothingwrong.

Joshua:It’sokay.Youcantalktome..

Marangstoodupandwalkedtothebedroom where

shesearchedherbagforthatscan.Shecameback

minuteslaterholdingitandheldthescan.



Marang:I’m pregnant.Babywe’reexpectingbabies.

Sheturnedthescanandhecouldhearthegleein

hersmallvoice.

Marang:ItsaysI’m threemonthsandfivedays

pregnantwithquads.Mmh..

Shelookedatthescreen.

Marang:Youarenothappy?Ididsomethingwrong?

.

.

*

*

*
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AtMarang’sapartment

Maranglookedathim.Hewasn’thappy.Didhethink

shewaslyingandfellpregnantbyanotherman?

Marang:JoshuaI’m notlying,I-Iwasn’ttheonewho

didthescan.Mydoctordidandyoucancallherand

askher.Youhavehernumber.Saysomething.

Shefinallysaidwithtearsgleaminginhereyesand

Joshuacouldn’tlookather.Whathadhedone?

Makingherhavetoassurehim thatshewasn’t

cheating.Shewasnotthecheatingtypeandthat

timeitwasjustamomentofmadness.Helovedher

somuchandshewasscaredofhisreaction.She

wasscaredthathemightreactwithviolencehence

herwantingtoassurehim shewasn’tdoinganything.



Joshua:Babe?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:I’llbookthefirstflightoutofthecountry

okay.I’m excitedaboutthisphaseinourlives.I

reallyam butweneedtoironoutafewissuesfirst

mylove.

Marang:Okay.

Joshua:Don’tstress,eatsomethingandsleep.I’llbe

therebeforeyouknowit.

Marang:Iwassupposedtocomethere,Ialready

boughttheplaneticket.

Joshua:Theywillrefundyou.

Marang:okay.

Joshua:Iloveyousweetnessokay?

Shenoddedtakingofftheglasses.

Joshua:Eatthensleepokaymylove?

Shenoddedagain.



Joshua:Bye.

Marang:Bye.

Thescreenwentdarkandsherubbedhereyes.She

lookedattheblankscreenbeforestandingupand

headingtothekitchentoeat.

AtJoshua’shouse

Herubbedhisface.Itwashisfaultandthefactthat

Marangkeptonsayingthatshewasn’tcheatingon

him wastoomuchforhim.Shewasperfectlyfine

andheshouldn’thavelostitonher3monthsago.

Hehadkeptitallbottledinsideanditwaseatinghim

up.Hegotupfrom bedandchangedintohiscasual

clothesbeforehegrabbedhiscarkeysandphone.

AtNadia’sparents



NadialaidonherbedasshewentthroughJoshua’s

Facebookprofile.Hedidn’tuploadmuchunlesshis

postswereonlysettobeseenbyfriends.She

lookedathiscoverphoto.Hewaswithhiswifewith

thesnowundertheirfeet.Shewonderedwherethat

was,itseemedasiftheytraveled.Shezoomedinto

thepicture.Shewassoyoung,shehadseenher

onceandshelookedlikeshewasfreshoutofhigh

school.

Shesighedandwenttohercontacts.Shouldshecall

now?Shebitherlowerlipandturnedonherside.

Shewillcalllater.Shewasnervousandwhatifhe

turnedherdown?Shewillcalllater.

AttheColtons

Joshuapressedtheintercom forthem toopenthe

gate.Thegateslidopenandhewalkedbacktohis



car.Hedroveinsidetheyardandthegateclosed

afterhehadparkedthecar.

Hegotoutandwalkedtothedoor.Heknockedon

thedoorandSeeletsoopenedthedoor.

Seeletso:Mamatheprodigalsonisback.

Joshua:Wantlwaelawena!(laughing)

Seeletsomovedfrom thedoorandJoshuawalkedin.

Joshua:Sarahey..

Sara:ohhi,ImissMarang,whenisshecoming?

Joshua:Ihavenoidea..

MaJosh:Hey..Imadefoodebile.Sheisn’tcoming

overfortheholidays?ThelasttimeItalkedtoher

shesaidthatsheiscoming..

Joshua:Wehadachangeofplans,I’m theonegoing

toCanada.

Sara:CanIgo?



Joshua:Unfortunatelynotprincess.

Saralookedatherparents.

RaJosh:talktoyourmother.

MaJosh:Canada?Saradilotsabanabamalapaa

mangwe..

TheylaughedandSarapouredastheyallwalkedto

thediningroom.

MaJosh:Itwon’tkillyoutocomeeateverydayhere.

Joshua:Mother,I’m anadult.

MaJosh:Grownornot,youarestillmychild.Same

goesformisstherewhoisalwaysgoingouton

dates.

Seeletso:Mom whenthetimeisright,youwillmeet

him.

RaJosh:it’sbeenthreemonths.

Seeletso:Yes.Iknow.



Justthatmoment,Seeletso’sphonerangandshe

lookedatthecallerId.

Seeletso:Letmegetthis..(answeringthe

phone)babe..

ShewalkedawayandJoshualaughedlookingathis

parents.Theymighthaveaweddingverysoon.

RaJoshualookedathisson.Helookedlikeaman

whohadalotonhismind.Theysatdownandhis

wifewenttothekitchentogetthefood.Sarastood

upandfollowedhermotherwhileRaJoshlookedat

Joshua.

RaJosh:Youlooklikeyouhavealotonyourmind.

Joshua:That’stheprimaryreasonwhyI’m here.

Hisfathersmiled.

RaJosh:We’lltalkaboutitoverdrinks.

Joshua:Alright.



Thearomareachedthediningroom.Atthatmoment,

Joshuamissedwife’scooking.Nooffensetohis

motherbutitwassonice,whenhiswifeperformed

thosewifelydutiesalldayandattheendoftheday

stillmanagedtosatisfyhim inbed.Tothinkthat

sometimesafterahotsessionshewouldcuddle

withhim tillhesleptandwouldgetoutofbedto

studyachapterortwobeforegoingbacktobed.

Seeletsocamebackwithahugegrinonherface.

Seeletso:Letmegohelpmom inthekitchen.

Joshua:Sheisinlove.

RaJosh:shelivesinherownworld.

Hechuckled.Lovewaslikethat,youlivedinyour

ownlittlebubblewiththehopesthateverything

wouldbethatwayforever.Hesmiledremembering

hisfirstdatewiththelittleMrs.thatwaseonsago

butshewasangelicinthatlittlewhitedress.



Hewasherfirsteverythingandhewouldn’ttradeher

foranything,shedidn’tchangebuthechanged.The

factthatheputhishandsonherwastestament

enoughthathechanged.Hewantedtosigh.Hewas

surehisfathercouldtellthathismindwasmiles

away.

Theladieswalkedbacktothediningroom and

startedsettingthetable.Ahomecookedmealtoday

withhisfamilyandatalkwithhisfatherwaswhat

wasontheagendaforthenight.

.

.

.
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AttheColtons

Joshua:Thankyou,thefoodwaswonderful.

MaJosh:Youshouldeatheremoreoften.

Joshua:Iwilltry..

MaJosh:Saralet’sclearthetable..

TheystartedclearingthetableandRaJoshstoodup

headingtothekitchen.Hetookoutasixpackof

Savannabeerandwalkedtothediningroom.

RaJosh:Wecantalkoutside.Youmightuseadrink

too..

JoshuagrinnedastheywalkedoutandMaJosh

stuckherheadout.Theywerespendingqualitytime

together,howcute.



RaJoshuaandJoshuasatdownonthechairsasthe

starsandmoonilluminatedthenight.Withthestreet

lightsaddingtothebrightness.

RaJoshuaremovedtheplasticandtookthefirst

beer.Joshuatookhisandopenedthebottle.He

didn’tkeepalotofalcoholaroundthehouse

consideringthefactthathiswifedoesn’tdrinkand

healsodoesn’tdrinktogetdrunkbutmaybethis

timehewill.

Hetookasipofthecoldbeerandsighed.

Joshua:Ifckedup!Bigtime.

RaJoshuaquietlysippedhisbeer.Joshtook

anothersipthenanotherfollowedbyanotherbefore

heputthebottledown.

Joshua:Dad,IfckedupandIthinkItraumatizedmy

baby..

RaJoshua:I’m listening..



Hecoveredhisface.

Joshua:WehadafightonthedaysheleftandI-

(gulpingdownhisbottleofbeer)Ioversteppedthe

lineandtheissueiseatingmeup.

Hewentquietasheopenedanotherbottleofbeer.

Thisdidn’ttasteliketheSavannaheknew,itwas

strongerbutaslongasitwasalcohol.

Joshua:Likealwaysitcenteredaroundthebaby

issueand..sh-shehaddivorcepapersdrawnup.

Hisfatherfrowned.Theyalmostdivorced?

RaJoshua:Ifyouguyshaveproblems,asyour

parentswearealwaysavailabletotalkanytimeto

adviseyouguys.Beforeevenentertainingthe

thoughtofdivorce,wearehereifyouneedadvice.

Joshua:Idon’twhyshesawdi-IthinkIknowwhyshe



sawdivorceasabetteroption.Sheoverheardthe

conversationIhadwithuncleandNadiabeing

mentioned.

RaJoshua:Yourunclealwayswantstoruinthings,

hewaswrongfortryingtobuttintoyourmarriage.

Joshua:Sowrong..

Hegulpedthesecondbottledownbeforetakinga

deepbreath.

Joshua:IalwaysassureMarangeachdaythatit’s

fineifwedon’thavekids.Thatitwillhappenonit’s

owntimeandsheshouldn’tputherselfunder

pressuretoconceive.

RaJoshua:Rightlyso,sheisstillyoungtobeunder

pressureandshehasmedicalschooltoo.

Joshua:Mypointexactly(openinganotherbottle)

Hisfatherwasonhisfirstbottleandhewatchedhis

sondrink,hehadalotonhisshoulders.Hewas

waitingforhim totellhim wherehemessedup.



Joshua:Uh,wherewasI?Thedivorcepapers.The

issuetookanotherturnandIaccusedherof

cheatingbecausewhythrowawaya6yearold

relationship?

Histhroatdriedup.Heshouldn’thavehither.

Joshua:Iknewtolovewouldbetolosemymindbut

neverhaveIthoughttothatextent.Ilovethat

womanwitheveryfiberofmybeingandrightnowif

shewastoleaveme,goshIwouldn’tknowwhatto

dowithmyself.Itwasamomentofmadness..I-Ihit

her.

Hisfatherstoppeddrinking.Joshuawhat?

Joshuacoveredhisfacebeforehelookedup.Regret

twinklinginhiseyes.

Joshua:I-Ihitmyow-

Anunexpectedpunchlandedonhisjawandhis

headwentbackwiththeimpactoftheblowbefore



anotheroneonhisnose.

RaJosh:Ididnotraiseawomanbeater.Whatthe

hellJoshua?

Joshuadidn’tbotherrubbinghisnosewhenhefelt

bloodtricklingfrom hisnostrils.

Joshua:Ideservethatandmore,Ididn’tmeanita-

Anotherpunchonhisotherjawandhealmostfell

offthechair.Hisoldmanthrewameanpunchand

hesworehisjawwillbebrokenbeforethisnight

ends.

RaJoshua:Ifyouwanttofight,fightwithaman.

Neverraiseyourhandsonawoman.Nomatterthe

circumstances,sheshould’vereportedyoutothe

policewalalamocell,wewouldn’tstopher.Tillthis

day,yourmotherdoesnotknowmyhand,Ihave

neverevenslappedherandneverwill.

Joshuafinallyusedhisarm towipehisnoseandhe

lookedathisarm coveredinblood.

Joshua:That’swhysheleftwithoutsayinggoodbye



3monthsago.Shesaidit’sherfaultandit’snot..fck!

IhatemyselfforwhatIdid.

RaJoshua:asyoushould..atthisverymomentyou

disgustme.

Joshuaclosedhiseyesbeforeopeningthem again.

Hisfatherlookedathim shakinghishead.Henever

expectedthatfrom him,hecandothem allbuttolay

hishandsonthewomanheclaimstolove,itwasso

solow.Evenforhim.Toolow.

Joshua:Sheissoscaredofme,sheisalwaysscared

Iwillrespondwithviolence.

Hecouldfeeltearsburnatthebackofhiseyes.He

knewitwasjusttwoslapsbutabusealwaysstarted

somewhere.Itwouldbetwoslapstoday,apunch

tomorrowandthenextdaykicksandhedidn’twant

tobethatman.Hewasn’tthatman.Hedidn’twant

tobethatmanwithatemper,thatmanwhom his

wifewillalwayshavetotellthekidsnottoanger

becausehewouldhitthem oranything.



Joshua:Ican’tjustifywhatIdid.Bathong!

Heloweredhisheadonthetable.

RaJoshua:InmyhouseholdIwillnevercondone

violenceJoshua.Eveninmyangriestmoments,I

haveneverraisedmyhandonyourmother.Abuse

alwaysbeginssomewhereanditisaneverending

cycle.

Joshua:Iknow.Thishasbeeneat-eatingmeupfor

thepast3monthsandIwanttomakethingsright.I

don’tknowhowbutIreallyhaveto.

RaJoshua:Marangshouldhavetalkedtous.Itold

youbeforeyouevenproposedthatMarangisyoung

andboundtomakemistakesbutyoudon’tuse

violencetogetyourpointacross.Violenceisnever

anoption.Ifshewantedadivorce,youcould’vesat

herdownandaskedherwhyandthencametous.

Youmadethingsworseandnotonlyisshestillin

themarriage,sheisscaredandisalwayswalkingon

eggshells.That’snotablissfulunionnowisit?

Whereonepartnerisalwaysscaredandmeekly



holdsbacksoastoavoidthatbacklashfrom the

otherpartner.

Joshuahadnothingtosayforhimself.

RaJoshua:Nothingisgoingtobenormalfrom now

onwardsanditwilltakealot..

Joshua:Ican’tloseher.Ijustcan’t..

Heliftedhisheadandtookthehalffullbeer,gulping

itdown.Thatwaswhenhecouldfeelthealcohol

kickin,numbingsomeofhissenses.

Joshua:EverythingwassogoodtillImessedup,I

don’tknowhowtogethertoforgiveme..sheblames

herselfandit’snotherfault.

RaJoshua:I’m disappointedinyou...Nxla!

Hewaseverybitdisappointedinhimself.Hewas

goingtoCanadaknowinghehadtofixthingswith

hiswife.



HedownedthatbottleofSavannaandhisfather

couldtellhewasalreadygettingdrunk.Hewasinno

statetodrive.Theywillfinishthisconversationin

themorning.Joshua’sphoneranganditwasan

unknownnumber.Hehungupandopenedanother

bottle.Hestartedtakinggulpsfrom thatone.

RaJosh:Youknowwhereyourroom is.

Henoddedashisfatherstoodupandlefthim there.

Heneededtotalkhiswife.Heusedhisarm towipe

thebloodfrom hisnose.Hefacetimedherandit

rang.

AtMarang’sapartment

Marangturnedasherphonerang.Sheusedthe

pillowtocoverherheadbutitwouldn’tstop.She

neededsomesleep.

Marang:Urg!



Sheremovedthepillowandlitthebedsidelamp

beforepickingherphone.Joshwascallingher.At

thishour.Sheansweredthephoneandhisface

poppedoutonthescreen.

Joshua:Hellomylove.

Shefrowned.Wasthatabruise?Andblood.

Marang:Whathappened?Babyareyouokay?

Shesatupright.

Marang:NgngBabe?

Hebroughtthebottletohislips.

Joshua:Imissyou,Ican’twaittoholdyouinmy

arms.

Marang:Imissyoutoo,whyareyoubruised?Who

didthattoyou?DoIneedtofightsomeone?



Helaugheddrinkinghisbeer.

Joshua:No,youcan’tfightandIwon’thaveyou

puttingmychildrenindanger.

Marang:Areyoudrunk?

Joshua:Me?Drunk?Never!Haveyouseenmedrunk

before?

Marangshookherhead.Healwaysdrank

moderatelybecausehewasalwaysdrivingthem to

andfrom places.

Marang:Whathappenedtoyourface?

Heshrugged.

Joshua:Ideservedit,youarebeautifulbytheway.

Marang:Youaredrunk,drinkwaterandsleep.You’ll

callinthemorning.

Joshua:Istillwanttotal-talktoyou.

Marangsighed.Hewilleventuallysleep.

Hestoodupandalmostlosthisbalance.Heheldthe



bottleashewalkedinsidethehouse.Hismother

andSeeletsowereshockedtoseehisbruisesand

bleedingnose.Hewasonacallontopofthat.Ma

Joshlookedatherhusbandwhowasglaringat

Joshua.

MaJosh:Ithoughtyouguysweretalking.

RaJosh:Wewere.

Joshuawastoopre-occupiedlookingattheladyon

thescreenassheyawned.Heclosedhischildhood

bedroom doorandsatonthebed.

Joshua:Forgiveme.

Marang:Forwhat?

Joshua:Ifckingmessedupbabyandit’snotyour

fault.NoneofI-it(slurring)isyourfault.

Marang:Sleep..

Heremovedhisshoesbeforehelookedatthephone

screen.



Joshua:Iloveyou(sniffing)

Marangfrowned.

Marang:Areyoucrying?

Joshua:Ihavethispaininsideofme,myworldis

crumbling..Ih-hurtyou.TheonlypersonIsworein

mylifenevertohurt..(alonetearrolleddownhis

cheek)

ThatbroughttearstoMarang’seyesandshelooked

Iupbitingherlowerlip.

Joshua:I’m sorryandIdeserveeverykindof

punishment,Iknowyou’llneverforgetitanditisf-f-

foreverinyou-yourmemory..I’m sosorry.OnGodI

willneverdoitagain.

Marangwatchedhim breakdownonthephone

screenandshewantedtohughim rightnow.

Joshuasniffed.

Joshua:Iloveyouokay?Youandmychildrenmean



theworldtome.Ifitwaspossibleotherpeople

wouldhavelefttheearthsoonlyyouandmybabies

remain.

Shechuckledashewipedhisowntears.

Joshua:Isweartheydon’tmakeSavannathesame

thesedays.

Marang:howmanybottlesdidyouhave?

Joshua:Justtwo..

Marangshookherhead,twobottlescannotmake

someonethisdrunk.

Joshua:Babygirl?

Marang:Hhm?(yawning)

Joshua:Iloveyou..

Marang:Iloveyoutoo..

Shestretchedherbodyandherboobescapedthe

stringsilknightdress.



Joshua:Imissyourwomanontop..

Shelaughedrubbinghereyes.

Marang:Youareannoyingtlherra..

Joshua:Imissmylittleperson,howsheridesmelike

apornstarandtakesthisdck.

Marangshookherhead.Heneededtosleep.

Marang:Tlherrawalapisa..

Helaiddownonbedandlaughed.Nowhehada

bonerandifshewashere,hewouldbehavingdrunk

sexwithher.Nowonderhecouldn’tbeproductive

whenshewasaround,healwayswantedtobe

buriedinsideherallthetime,herlittlemoansandthe

wayshegyratedherhips.FuckshewasanA*

studentinthatdepartmenttoo.

Joshua:BabywhenI-I-I-Igettherefuckme..

Marang:Mxm!

Joshua:Wearestrengtheningthekids.

Marang:Babysleep.Iwanttosleep.



Joshua:beforeyousleep,touchyourselfforme,I

wanttoseethepinkandthewetness,imagineit’s

medoingthattoyou...

Sheshookherhead.

Marang:Sleep,Iwilldothatwhenyourheadisclear

andit’snotthealcoholtalking

Shesqueezedherlegs.Itwasthealcoholtalkingon

hisside.

Joshua:Prettyplease..

Marang:Joshuasleeporelseyouarenotgetting

anythingwhenyoucomehere.

Joshua:Okaymam.Iloveyou.

Marang:Iloveyou..Bye.

Shehungupandsighedclosinghereyes,alittle

yawnescapingherlips.

.
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Thefollowingmorning

AttheColtons

Joshuawokeupwithonemassiveheadacheandhe

stillhadhisclotheson.Hisfacehurt,thosepunches

from yesterday.Hetouchedhisjawandithurtlikea

littlebtch.Heyawnedandgotoutofbed.Heneeded

tobookhisflight,askforleaveandstartpacking.

Firstheneededpainkillers.Hungoverandthepain

from beingroughedwasheavyonhim.Hewalkedto

thebathroom andlookedathimselfinthemirror.

Hisfatherdidafinejobofbruisinghisface,he

couldn’tevenmovehisjaw.



Meanwhileinthehouse,Sarawasthefirsttowake

up.Shewalkedtothekitchentomakebreakfastfor

everyone.SheusuallydidthatonSaturdaymorning

anditwasmorefunwhenMarangwasaroundand

shewouldhelpheraround.Sheverymuchgrewup

withheraroundandshewasherothersisterthat

marriedherbrother.

Inthebedroom Joshuapattedhisfacewithatowel

andwalkedoutofthebedroom.Hecouldn’tleave

withouttalkingtohisfatherandhisbabywas

sleeping,hedisturbedhersleepandsheneededall

therestshecouldget.Hecouldstillremember

callingher,hewonderedwhatnonsensedidhespur

outyesterday.

AtMarang’sapartment

Marangopenedhereyes,shewassolazytoday.She



didn’tevenwanttogetoutofbed.Shelaidonher

backandrubbedhertummy.Shewasreally

pregnant.Ahugesmileformedonherfaceasshe

lookedatit.Inafewweeksshewillreallybe

showingnotthispotlikebelly.Sheclosedhereyes,

shemissedherhusband.Yesterdayhereallybroke

herheart,shehasneverseenhim breakdownlike

that.

Hewasdrunkbutdrunkpeoplewerereallyhonest

andhethoughtofher,calledandapologizedcrying.

Forgethisbruisesandthebleeding,hewasso

sincere.Shesighed.Currentlyshemissedhisdck

though,itwouldreallyslaprightnow.

Herhandwentdownandshepushedherpanties

downbeforeliftinghernightdressunderneaththe

blankets.Sheflippedherbeanandsighed.Itwasn’t

thesame.Shestoppedandturnedtoherside.She

didn’twanttogetoutofbed.



AttheColtons

MaJoshlookedatJoshua,helookedworsethanhe

waslastnight.Shelookedatherhusbandwho

sippedonhiscoffee.RaJoshjustcutintohis

pancake,itwassofluffyandmoist.

RaJosh:Saragreatjob.

Sara:Thanksdad.IsavedsomeforSeeletsoand

Joshareyouokay?

Joshuanodded.Hedeservedeverypunchandhe

wasn’tgoingtocryabouthim notbeingokay.It

neededmoreicetoslowdowntheswellingandhe

willbeallgood.

MaJosh:Whatexactlyhappenedlastnight?

RaJosh:Wetalked.RightJoshua?

Joshua:Right.

Hisfathershrugged,

RaJosh:See?Hewillbeokay.

Joshuanoddedhisheadslowlyashismother



lookedatbothofthem suspiciously.Joshuatooka

sipoftheorangejuice.Hismotherwasgoingtoadd

ontohisalreadymountingguiltandhehatedhimself

forwhathedidtohiswife.Hehopedthatshewas

goingtoforgivehim whenhelandsCanada.

Aftertheyweredoneeating,thatwaswhenSeeletso

walkedin.

Seeletso:Higuys.Whatwasforbreakfast?

Sara:Pancakes,yoursareinthekitchen.

Seeletso:Thankyou.

MaJoshuahelpedSarawiththedisheswhile

Seeletsowenttothekitchen.ThatleftJoshuaand

hisfatheraloneinthediningroom.

RaJosh:Whatareyougoingtodofrom hereon?

Joshua:Apologizefirstandgetcounseling,evenifit

justforafewweeks.

RaJosh:Thisshouldneverhappenagain.



Joshua:Iswear,itwillnever.IhatemyselfforwhatI

did.

RaJoshua:Iam embarrasseddisgustedbywhatyou

did.Iraisedamanandamandoesnotlayhishands

onawoman.

Joshua:Eerra..

Hisshookhishead.

RaJoshua:yougood?

Joshua:I’llbefine.Ihavetogoandgetready.I

bookedaflight.

RaJoshua:Dorightbyyourwife.

Joshua:Eerra.Thankyousomuch.

RaJoshua:alwayshereallthetime.

Hesmiledbeforeitdisappeared.Ithurtyoh.

Joshua:I’llbefine.



Hestoodupandsaidgoodbyetohissistersand

motherthenhisfatherbeforeheleft.

AtNadia’sparents

Nadiawasjustfinishingthelaundrywhenshe

lookedoverattheneighbor’shouse.Theywere

alreadygettingstartedwiththepreparationsforthe

familygettogether.ShehopedJoshuawasgoingto

beherebecauseitwasjustthiscomingweek.She

hasn’tseenhim andhealwayslookedhandsome.

Hemight’verejectedhercallbecauseitwasan

unknownnumberandnoteveryoneanswersan

unknownespeciallyatnight.

Shesighedandwalkedtothehouseholdingher

laundrybasket.



AtJoshua’shouse

Heplacedapackofeyesonhisjawashegrunted.

Hecheckedhiscalllogfrom thenightbeforeandhe

hadbeentoodrunktoanswerthatunknownnumber

buthewillchecklater.Itmighthavebeensomeone

important.Heclickedonhiswife’snumberandit

rangforthefirstfewsecondsbeforeshepickedup.

Shewasstillinbed.

Joshua:Hey..

Marang:(withalittlefrown)itlooksworse.What

happened?Didyougetintoafight?

Joshua:Nolove,howareyou?

Sheyawnedandplacedherhandbelowherheadas

sheheldthephonewiththeother.

Marang:I’m lazyanddon’twanttogetoutofbed.

Joshua:Didyoueat?

Marang:Ngng.

Joshua:Eatsweetheart..



Marang:I’llorderin..aboutyesterday..

Joshuakepttheiceonhisjaw.

Joshua:I’llbetherebytomorrowandwewilltalk

aboutit.

Marang:okay.Tomorrowwhattime?You’llcome

withfood?

Joshua:Iwilltry.

Marang:Thankyou.Babe?

Joshua:yes..

Marang:I’m horny..

Helaughedwhilewincing.

Joshua:I’m continentsaway.

Marang:Iknow(pouting)whattime?

Joshua:I’m notsurebutbeforenightfall.

Marangclosedhereyestocountthehours.

Marang:Promise?



Joshua:Ipromise..

Marang:I’llbewaiting.Don’tforgetyourkeysand

don’tforgettoeat.

Joshua:Iateatyourmother’splace.

Marang:Good,whatdidshemakeoutofthebruises?

Warewhathappened?Itlookssobadkana.

Joshua:I’llbefinebabe.Justworryaboutthebabies

andIwillworryaboutotherthings.

Marangsmiled.Shewaspregnantandshekept

forgettingthatfactbecauseshehadgivenuponthe

prospectofeverhavingkids.

Joshua:Lookatthatlittlesmile.

Marang:Ican’twaitb-buttherearefourbabiesin

here,I-Iwhatwillhappenduringgraduation?I-wewill

talkaboutitwhenyoucomehere..

Joshua:Yesmam.Iloveyousweetness.

Marang:Iloveyouanddon’tforgettoeatandmake

sureyourplanearrivesontime.



Joshua:Iwillmakesure,bye.

Marang:Bye.

Shehungupandputherphoneunderneaththe

pillow.ShetookitoutagainandcalledGabby.

.

.

*

*

*

*



THEGAME

#100

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelosatbythecorneroftheroom asMotheo’s

fatherplayedwithMotheoandMaanogivingthetwo

boysequalattention.Itwastheholidaysalreadyand

shehadacompletefamily.Thismannevermissed

anopportunitytobondwithhischildren.Onewould

sayhewasanaturalfather.Hedotedonhis

lookalikes.

Theo:Thankyouandtheyhavegainedweight.

Phemelo:AndIhavetolosethebabyfat.Ilookokay

akere?

Sheaskedhim.Herfacehashadthemostterrible

breakoutandthehairfallingoffpostpregnancywas



theworst.

Theo:Babeyourbodyhaswentthroughalottogive

usthesetwospecialhumanbeings.Giveyourselfa

break.

Shesatdownonthecarpetandlookedatherbabies.

Schoolhasbeengoingonsowell,thisonlinething

wasn’tasbadasitseemedandshegotherwork

donewheneverherboysweresleeping.

Phemelo:Whatifyoufindabetterbody?Myboobs

areabitsaggyandthebellyfat.Bona.

Sheremovedherbonnet.Shedidn’tknowwhyshe

woreit.Therewerepatchesofhairmissingonher

scalpandshehadn’tgottenthetimetocompletely

cutoffherhair.

Theobentdownandkissedherforehead.

Theo:Itwillgrowback.

Shesighed.



Theo:AndIdon’twantanyonebutyouPhemelo.I

onlywantyou.

Phemelo:Okay.

Hestillchoseherwhenshehasoneleg,herhairwill

growandshewilllosethefatandgetherbodyback.

Phemelo:GivemeMotheo..

TheopickedMotheoupandhandedhim tohis

mother.Hewassuckingonhisbottle.Thekidswere

healthyandhecouldn’twaittohavethebabiesmove

inwithhim,hedidpayfortheirmagadi.Hewasn’t

expectinghermothertostayhomesinceshewasa

workingwomanandhisparentsdidn’tleavehere,so

hecan’texpecthismothertobeawayfrom home

foralongperiodoftime.

Theo:Babe?

Phemelo:Yes..

Theo:Youstillhavetocompletethelastsixmonths

ofschoolandyouknowyoucan’tleavewiththekids.



Phemelo:Iwillmissthem.

Theo:Iwantedtolivewiththem.Theirnurseryis

readyinmyhouse.

Phemelo:Okay.Youworkandheretheycanstaywith

mymotherandwealreadyhaveahelperhere,I’m

sureshewon’tmindlookingafterthekidswithextra

payofcourse.

Theo:Babe,theyareourkidsandIwanttolivewith

them,notvisitthem ortakethem onweekendsor

anyotherarrangement.

Phemelo:Soatotalstrangerwillbestayingwithmy

kidswhileyouareaway?

Theo:Notatotalstranger,Iwantedtohirehelp.To

livewithmeandthekids.Wecanstartinterviews

andgowiththeoneyouapproveof.

Phemelo:Theotheycanstillstayhere.Andtheyare

usedtobeinghere,babiestakeawhiletoadjustto

certainenvironments.

Theo:Phemelowearenothavingafightaboutme



stayingwithourchildren.

Phemelo:Iam notfighting,Iwasjusttellingitlikeit

is.

Theosighed.

Theo:Wewillfindasuitablenannytogether,toput

yourmindatease.

Phemelo:I’llthinkaboutbutIstillthinkthebabiesare

okaystayingwithmyparents.

Theo:Thinkaboutit.

PhemeloplayedwithMotheowhogaveheragummy

smile,shebeamed.Motherhoodwasn’tawalkinthe

parkbutshewasenjoyingeverysingleminuteofthe

experienceifshewastotallyhonestwithherself.

Sheprayedherfriendwillenjoymotherhoodoneday

eventhoughshesaidshewasinfertile.Speakingof

herfriend,shesaidshewascominghereforthe

holidays.Shewastheperfectgodmotherand

knowingMarang’skindheartshewasgoingtolove

herbabies.



AtMarang’sapartment

Marangyawnedasshegotoutofbed.Gabbysaid

hewillknockwhenhecomeswiththefood.She

rubbedherheadandslippedoutofthenightdress

andworetightsandJoshua’st-shirt.Hedidn’tknow

thatwhenshemissedhim,sheworehisscrubs

duringherroundsattheteachinghospital.They

werebigbuttheysmeltofhim andthatwaswhat

wasimportant.

Marang:I’m coming(shouting)don’tbreakmydoor.

Sheslippedherfeetintocomfysleepersandshe

walkedout.Marangopenedthedoorandthenice

aromaofthefoodhither.

Marang:YouboughtwhatIasked?Itsmellsdelicious.

Gabriel:youlookhorrible.Didyoubath?

Marang:Iyoh!Pleasedon’tstart.Iwillbathbutlater.

Gabriel:youdon’tlooklikeapersonwhoistraveling

tomorrow.



Hewalkedinandwenttoplacetheplasticsinthe

kitchen.Marangfollowedherandopenedthe

plastics.

Marang:Hesaidhewillcomehere.

Gabriel:yay!Wegettoseeourhusband!(clappingher

hands)

Marang:nogirlfriend,myhusband..

Gabriel:Whatever!Didyoueatbreakfast?

Marang:Idon’twantbreakfast..oh!Looksyummy.

Shetookoutthefood.

Marang:Youareasweetheart.ThankyouGabby!

Gabriel:Welcomeandtakeabathtuu!

Marangshrugged.

Marang:Let’snottalkaboutthatandletmeenjoymy

food.



Shewalkedbacktothecouchandsatdowntoeat.

AtFrancistownAirport

Joshuawincedonceagain.Hewillbefineinaweek.

Hehopedandthestareshegotfrom people.

Hewaitedforhisluggagetobecheckedbeforehe

pulleditandmadehiswaytowheretheairplanes

were.HetookouthisphoneandsentMaranga

message.Shewillappreciateitknowinghehad

alreadyleft.

AttheColtons

RaJosh’sphonebeepedwithamessagefrom

Joshua.Hewasjustleaving.Hemust’vetakenthe

latesflightavailable.Hisphonerangandhelooked

atthecallerId.Hesighed.Hewasinnomoodto



answerhisbrother’scallatthemoment.

RaJosh:Hello.

Uncle:Hello,wearemakingarrangementsforthe

familyreunion.Iseveryonecoming?

RaJosh:Joshuaandmydaughterinlawwon’tbe

around.Iam notsureifSeeletsoiscomingtoo.

Uncle:Wow!Nowtheboynolongerattendsfamily

functions?

RaJosh:Hehasafamilyofhisownandifhewants

toattendhewillattend.Isthatall?Haveagoodday.

RaJoshhungupandtheunclelookedatthephone.

Hislittlebrotherjusthunguponhim.

Helookedathiswife.

Aunt:Thewaytheystandforthatbarrenleech,she

must’vewenttowitchdoctorsforthem.



Uncle:Heisnotcoming.

Aunt:Iyoh!Letthem be.Theywillwaityearsand

yearsforagrandchildandthatwillneverhappen.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtMarang’sapartment

MarangthrewapillowatGabbylaughing.

Marang:Thankyousomuch..

Gabriel:Welcome.Youhaveenoughfoodtolast

throughthenight.

Marang:Thankyou!

Shegotupfrom thecouchandwenttohughim.

Marang:Aftermyhusband,Iloveyoutoo.

Gabriel:A‘Iloveyou’from ourhusbandwouldbe

greatlyappreciated.

Marang:WenaGabby!



Gabriel:Ihavenoideawhatthatfirstwordmeansbut

Iloveyou.

Maranglaughedandbrokethehug.

Gabriel:Letmego..

Marang:Okayandthankyouuuuu!

Gabriel:No,thankyouforbeingyouandforyour

wonderfulpersonality.

Gabbystoodupandshegotherbag.

MarangwavedasGabbywalkedoutandclosedthe

door.Itwastimeforashowerthenshewouldeat

andsleep,wakeupandcatchuponsomenovel

reading.

Shegotupandheadedtothebedroom.Shechecked

herphoneandfoundamessagefrom herhusband.

Hewasonaflight,wellhebetterbehereontime.

Shefoundamissedcallfrom herbestfriend.Oh!

Shedidn’ttellherthatshewasnolongercoming.

Yikes!



ShedialedPhemelo’snumber.

Phemelo:heyRangz,howareyou?

Marang:Tiredashell,Ineedtobingereadnovelsand

sleep.

Phemelo:Becomingadoctorishectic..

Marang:Youhavenoidea,IrarelyrestbutIneedto

rest.Likecatchuponsomesleep.

Andgetgooddck.Asmallvoicesaidinherhead.

Likehewascoming,him inallhisgloryand

masculinity.Yahneh!

Phemelo:Rangzareyouthere?

Marang:Uhm yes..sotherehasbeenachangeof

plans.

Phemelo:I’m listening.

Marang:SotheehusbandsaidheiscomingandI

shouldn’tbetraveling.Idon’tknowwhenI’llbethere.

I’m sosorry.

Phemelo:It’sokay.Youaremarriedandyouhaveto



listentoyourhusband.

Marang:True.BabesIwillupdateyouandsayhito

mylittlemunchkins.

Phemelo:Speakingaboutthosemunchkins,their

fatherwantstolivewiththem whenIgotoschool.

Marang:Awthat’ssocutemma.WaitIsenseabut.

Phemelo:Heworksandtheywillbestayingwitha

nanny,Iwouldpreferthattheystaywithmyparents

becausetheyareusedtotheenvironmentthere.

Marang:Theywilladjust.Idon’tknowmuchabout

kidsbutheistheirfatherandhepaidmagadiforthe

kidsright?

Phemelo:Hedid.

Marang:Youwillseehowitgoesandifyouarenot

happy,youcantalkaboutitaftertryingitout.Idon’t

thinkmanymenwanttolivewiththeirlittlebabies.

It’sarareoccurrenceifwearebeinghonest.

Phemelo:Ihaveheardalotofstoriesaboutmaids

andallthat.Whatifhedecidestosleepwiththe

maid?GapeI’m nolongerthatgirl.Myhairisin



patches,mystomachissouglyandmybreasts

mma..

Marang:pregnancymntase.Restandmaybeonce

yougobacktoschoolyouwillworkonit.I’m a

doctorintrainingandmaybewecancomeupwitha

scheduletogetyourbodyback.Fornowdon’tstress.

Phemelo:Okay(sighing)Ihopeit’sokaythatI’m

talkingaboutthebabiesandall.

Marang:itisokaylove.

Phemelo:It’salwaysnicetalkingtoyoubabes.

Marang:Thatiswhatfriendsarefor.Literally.

Phemelo:Yesmam.Bye.

Marang:Byelove.

Shehungupandrubbedhertummy.

Marang:apparentlyyouguyshearmeright?

So(takingoffhertights)yourdadiscoming.Babies,

youseeforyouguystoexistrightnowwehadlots

ofsex.Lotsandlotsofitandyourtinymotheris



missingit.IfIdohavegirlsyouguyswillonlydate

whenyouaredonewithuniversity.Lekatlwaela

thata..

Shelaughedandtookoffthetee.

Marang:AsIwassaying,Ialsowantedyouguys.

BathongIcriedsopleasedon’tcomehavingyour

father’sears.Iam nothappywithhisears.No

offensebutyouarefourand(frowning)whenwas

thelasttimeIdrew?Ineedtodrawasahobby,I

won’tbemovingverysoon.

Sheworeherrobeandwalkedtothebathroom

wheresheopenedthewater.Sheextendedherhand

andwaitedforthewatertobewarmer.Shegot

underthewaterasthewarmthhitherskin,she

closedhereyes.Shewilltakeanothershower

tomorrow.

AttheColtons



SeeletsoansweredJaden’scallinhergown.

Seeletso:waityouareoutside?

Jaden:Yesmam.

Seeletsoheldthephonetoherchestasshewalked

outofherroom.Shecheckedthecoastandlooked

atherphone.

Seeletso:Ishouldcomeout?

Jaden:Yes.Ijustwanttoseeyou.

Seeletso:it’slatebabe..

Jaden:please!

Shelookedaroundagainanditwassoquietand

peaceful.

Seeletso:fine!I’m onmyway.

Sheworehersleepersandpulledherpinkgown



tyingittightly.Shetiptoedtothedoorandshe

slowlyandsoftlyturnedthekey.

Shepressedthebuttonandthegateslidopen.Shit!

Thedogs.

Shelookedaroundhopingthatnooneheardher.

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedoutofthehouse.

Thechillybreezehitherskinandshewalkedacross

thegrass.

Whenshewasfinallyoutoftheyardshespottedhis

carandheopenedthedoor.Shegotinsideand

closedthedoor.Hekissedherlipssoftlywithhis

handonherthigh.

Jaden:Heysweetthing.

Seeletso:Heylove..bathongit’slatekana.

Jaden:Iwantedtoseeyou.

Seeletso:I’m beautifularen’tI?(laughing)



Jaden:Ican’tgetenoughofyourprettylittleface

missColton.

Seeletso:Mxm!(laughing)

Thetwotalkedintothenight,laughingandcracking

jokes.Seeletsowaspleasantlysurprisedthathe

broughtsnackstoo.

Bythetimetheclockhit1am Seeletsowasstill

talkingandJadenwaslookingatherlips.

Seeletso:Babyyouarenotlistening,isthere

somethingwrong?

Jaden:Notatall.Keeptalkinglove.

Seeletsoshookherheadanddippedherhandinto

themarshmallowpacket.Sheateone.

Seeletso:AsIwassaying...

Meanwhileinthehouse,hermothergotoutofbed.

Shewalkedoutofthebedroom feelingthecoolair.



Theylockedthedoorthough,shedoublechecked

afterSaralockedit.

Shewalkedtothedooranditwasopen,alongwith

thegate.Shewalkedoutthedoorandshestoodby

thegate.Shespottedacarrightnexttothegate.

Shelookedcloselyandthepersoninthecarwas

Seeletso.

Shewantedtoclapherhandsbutshewassurethey

didn’tspothersoshewalkedtothehouseand

closedthedoor.Lockingitintheprocessbeforeshe

wentbacktobed.

.

.

*

*

*
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AttheColtons

Seeletsolookedatthetime.

Seeletso:Ihavetogolove,it’s2am inthemorning.

Jaden:Okay.

Hekissedherlipssoftlyandshebrokethekiss.

Seeletso:Iloveyouandbye.

Sheblewkisseshiswayasshegotoutofthecar.

Jadensmiledandwaitedforhertogetinsidethe

yard.Seeletsopushedthegatetocloseitandhe

droveoff.Shepulledhergowncloseandlookedto

thedoor.Shefrowned.Itwasopenwhensheleft,



shedidn’trememberevenclosingthedoor.She

walkedtothedoorandheldthelocktoopenit.It

waslocked.Whatthehell?

Shemovedawayfrom thedoorandsighedpushing

herhairbackwards.Shetriedtoopenitagainbutit

wasstilllocked.Shesuckedinadeepbreathand

knockedonthedoor.Everyonewasasleepandshe

didnotwanttowakeupthewholehouse.WasSara

sleeping?

Shetookherphoneoutofhergownpocketand

dialedSara’snumber.Itrangunansweredfora

minuteandshehungup.Shecalledagainandthis

timesheanswered.

Sara:Hello?(sleepily)

Seeletso:Heysis,canyouunlockthedoorforme?

Sara:okay(yawning)I’m coming.

Seeletsoheardthesheetsrustleandshebreathedin



asighofrelief.Wholockedthedoor?Orworsedid

theyseeher?Shewasindeeptrouble.Maybeher

grandmotherandfatherwereright.Sheneededto

moveoutoftheirhouse.JustlikehowJoshuadid

whenhestartedworkingsohecoulddowhateverhe

wantedinhishouse.

Sarawalkedtothedoorandunlockedit.Sherubbed

hereyes,whywasSeeletsolockedoutside.Itwas

2am inthemorning.

Seeletso:Ioweyouone.

Sara:Iwillcalluponthatfavour(goodmorning)

ShewalkedawayandSeeletsowalkedinside.She

lockedthedoorandshequicklywalkedtoher

bedroom.Sheclosedthedoorandsighed.

Sheneededtosleepnow.

Thefollowingmorning



AtPhemelo’sparents

PhemeloheldMotheoasshebreastfedhim while

talkingtothephone.

Phemelo:Ithoughtaboutitandit’sokay.Iwilltalkto

myparents.

Theo:Thekidsgettolivewithme?

Phemelo:Yesandyes.Iwillhavetobetherewhen

youareinterviewingthenanniestomakesurethey

aregoodforthekids.

Theo:Thankyou.

Phemelo:Iwillalsotalktomyparentsaboutit.

Theo:Thankyoubaby,willyoucomeoverwiththe

kidstoday?

Phemelo:Iwill.Maybeintheafternoon.

Theo:Iloveyou.

Phemelo:Iloveyoumore.



ShehungupandlookedatMotheowhohadhis

smallhandonherbreastlookingather.

Phemelo:Heyboyboy.Yourtwinissleepingsowhen

hewakesup,I’m feedinghim.

MotheojustcontinuedsuckingandPhemelosmiled.

Thesetwowereblessings.

AttheColtons

Thatmorningeveryonemadetheirownbreakfast.

MaJosh:WhereisSeeletso?

Sara:Idon’tknow.

MaJosh:Don’tforgettoeat.

Sara:Iwon’t.

RaJoshkissedhiswife’scheekandSaragrabbed

herschoolbag.



Sara:Okaybye.

ShewalkedoutwithherfatherandMaJoshclapped

herhands.Shecouldn’twaitforSeeletsotowalkout.

Whatevertimeshefounditsuitabletowalkout.

AtMarang’sapartment

Maranglookedatthewatchasshetookouta

drawingsheetandcrayons.

Marang:Somybabies,wearedrawing.Let’sseeifI

gotthis.

Shesatcrossleggedonthefloorinhertightsand

thetee.Shetookthepencilandlookedattheplain

paper.

Marang:Uhm whatshouldIdraw?ThescanandIwill

writethedatethatIdrewyouguyswhileyouwerein

mybelly.Yourfatherwouldlikethatandyour

godmotherwilllaugh.Sheusedtosay‘hewehewe,

readRangzyouwillfail.Warawarawhatnot..Lookat



menow.’Anywayslonawewillrunteststoseeif

youinheritedmyADHD.Akerebothyourparentsare

doctors..(laughing)

Shelookedatthescanandstartedtosketchitout

withacleanheart.

.

.

*

*

Myapologies Ihadahecticday.Icouldn’tfind

adressformy19thbirthdaytomorrowandI-Ijust

wanttolookgood Anyway...Iwillpostthelast

insertofthedayandtheexplicit.
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AttheColtons

ThatafternoonSeeletsofinallywalkedoutofher

bedroom.Thehousewasquietasshemadeherway

tothelounge.Shewashopingnoonewashomeat

thisexactmomentandthatwastheperfectchance

togetoutofherroom.Sheswiftlypassedthe

loungeandjumpedwhensheheardavoice.

MaJosh:hello...

Seeletso:mom youstartledme..

MaJosh:youjustwokeup?

Seeletso:Kindof..

MaJosh:Ijoo!(clappingherhands)



Seeletsolookedathermother.

MaJosh:Youarrivedatwhattimeinthemorning?

Seeletso:ma?

MaJosh:it’sokay.Youcango.

Sheslowlymadeherwaytothekitchenandshe

lookedaround.Shewalkedbacktothelounge.

Seeletso:wait!HowdidyouknowIwasoutinthe

morning?

MaJosh:instinctsIguess(shrugging)

Seeletso:Mama!

MaJoshlaughedandpattedtheemptyseatnextto

her.

MaJosh:Sitdown,onjeledikgang!

Seeletso:Youlockedthedoordidn’tyou?

MaJosh:Whatdoor?

Seeletso:Iyoh!

Shesatdownandhermotherlaughedagain.



MaJosh:Yousee?Thisismyhousenana,youdon’t

disappearandleavethedooropenatnight.

Seeletsoblushedwithasmile.

Seeletso:Iwasgoingtolockit.

MaJosh:Njeledikgang,we’llbebacktotalkabout

myhouserulesandallthat.

Seeletsoshookherhead.Thatwashernosymother

andtherewasabsolutelynothingshecoulddoabout

that.

AtToronto,Canada

Joshuacheckedhiswatch.Hewastherejustintime.

Onlytwohourslefttilltheclockstrikes7pm thisside

sohehadtimetoseebabygirl.

Hepulledhisluggageandhehecheckedoutsome

cabservices.Hehadtobethereatherapartment.



Hewasexcited,imaginelivingwithhispregnantwife.

Hecouldn’twaittoseeherallhormonalandtorub

hertummy.Sinceitwasamultiplepregnancy,she

wasgoingtoshowreallyfast.It’snoteasycarrying

fourbabiesinsuchatinybodyandhecouldn’ttell

hernowbuttherewasapartofhim thatwasscared.

Shewastinyandfourkidsweretoomuchforsucha

tinybody.

Hefoundacabserviceandhecalledthenumber.

AtMarang’sapartment

Maranglookedatherhalfdrawing.Sheyawnedwith

asmileandrubbedhertummy.

Marang:Wediditmybabies.TomorrowI’m doing

theotherhalfofthedrawing,I’m suredaddywillbe

her...

Shepaused,Joshuawassupposedtobehere.She



checkedthetimeonthewallclockandshe

rememberedthatshesaidheshouldbeherebefore

nighttime.Shewasbeingunreasonable,theman

hadnocontroloverhisflightandhewasn’tevena

pilot.Shestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom.She

removedherclothesandwalkedstarknakedtothe

bathroom forherfirstshoweroftheday.Thedoor

hadbeenlockedsincelastnightsoshewassafe.

Meanwhilethecabstoppedoutsidetheapartment

buildingsandJoshuagotout.Heopenedtheboot

andgothissuitcasebeforehewalkedtothedriver’s

doorandpaidhim.

Joshua:thankyou.

Themannoddedanddroveoff.Joshuawalked

insidethefourstoreyapartmentandmadehisway

totheelevator.Hepressedthebuttonsandthe

elevatordoorsopened.Hesteppedinsidewiththe

bags.Hesuckedinadeepbreath.Hehadalotof

fixingtodowithhiswifeandhehadtomendhis



marriage.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtMarang’sapartment

Theelevatorpingedandthedoorsslidopen.He

steppedoutandcheckedhiskeysinhispockets.He

unlockedthedoorandpusheditopen.

Inthebedroom,Marangfrownedwhenthedoorwas

opened.Shepulledthetowelcloseandpickedup

thescissors.

Marang:whoisthere?(walkingoutslowly)

Joshuaheardhervoiceandwalkedinthatdirection.

Joshua:babe...

Shepaused.ThatwasJoshright?Hewashere?



Tearswelledinhereyesandshedroppedthe

scissors.Theymeteachotherhalfwayandshe

rubbedhereyes.

Marang:Hiiii(softvoice)

Joshua:Sweetness..

Heopenedhisarmsforherandshegladlywalked

intohisarms.Joshuarubbedherbarebackandshe

sniffed.

Joshua:Heylove..

Marang:Hi.Imissedyou.

Joshua:Iknow.(kissingherhead)

Heheldherlikethat,hedidherwrongandshe

missedhim?Hedidn’tdeserveit,heknowshedidn’t

deservesuchtreatment.Marangfinallybrokethe

hugandshrewdlyobservedhim.Hersmalldelicate

handsfoundhisface,hewasbruisedandhisnose

too.Herfingerstracedhisjawlineandhelookedat

herwhileshedidIthatonhertiptoes.Sheturned



hisface,whatthehellhappenedtohishandsome

face,itwasgoingtotakeaweektohealandmake

sureheisokay.

Marang:Whathappened?Don’tlietomeJoshua.

Joshua:It’snothing.

Marang:itdoesn’tlooklikenothing(touchinghis

nose)

Hewincedandshelethim go.

Marang:whathappened?

Joshua:Myfather..

Marang:hedidthis?Whydidyouguysfight?

Joshualookedather,shewashereconcernedabout

him andhestillhadhisguilteatinghim away.

Marangwalkedpasthim headingtothekitchen.

Marang:Sitdown,I’llseewhattodo.

Joshua:Itwillheal,youdon’thavetod-

Marang:sitdownMr,I’m notrepeatingmyself.



HewalkedtothecouchandsatdownwhileMarang

bentdownopenedthefreezer.Shetookoutabagof

frozenpeasbeforesheshookherheadandwalked

tothebedroom wheresheheadedtothebathroom

forawashclothandabucket.Shefilledthebucket

withhotwaterfrom thetapandshewalkedoutwith

that.Joshuawasjuststaringatherasshecame

backwithabucketandsheheadedtothekitchen.

Shepouredsaltinthewaterbeforewalkingtothe

couch.

Marang:Kilewagatisa?

Heshookhishead.Sherolledhereyesandsaton

topofhim withthebucketontopofthetable.She

usedherhandtostirthewaterandremovedthe

washcloth.

Marang:I’m notgoingtobelong.

Sheplacedthewarm washclothonhisjawand

lookedathisnose.



Marang:Didyoucheckifyournosebroke?

Joshua:it’sfine.

Marang:Ontsemaswekwa.Turnyourhead.

Hedidasshesaidandshedippedthewashclothin

thewateronceagainandplaceditontheotherside.

Sheletitsitformorethanaminutebeforeshe

dippedthewashclothinwater.

Marang:Whydidyouguysfight?

Shefoldeditandplaceditonhisnosebridge.

Joshua:Overyou..

Shepausedandlookedathim.

Marang:Me?

Henodded.Sheheldthewashclothinplacefora

fewsecondsbeforeremovingandrepeatingthe

sameprocess.

Marang:I’m notsurewhyyouguyswerefighting.



Joshua:WewerenotandIdeservedeverypunch.

Marang:hmm..

Joshua:Don’tworryaboutit,Ideservedeverypunch

andmorethatweretocome.

Marangkeptquietassheattendedhisbruises.She

stoppedoncethewaterwascoldandgotoffhim.

Marang:I’llbeback..

Shewalkedawaywiththebucketanddisappeared

intotheroom.Joshuawatchedherandhedidn’t

knowwhathedidtodeservethatprettyyoungthing.

Shecamebackminuteslaterwithasmallbottlein

herhands,shehadchangedintooneofhist-shirts.

Shewastheonestealingmostofthem.Healways

boughtnewteesafterhervisitsorafterhevisits

becausehecan’texactlysaynotoherordemand

backtheteesshetook.

Shesatontopofhim andopenedthebottle.

Marang:Ithinkmemassagingtheareaisgoingto



hurt,manitout.

Hechuckled.

Joshua:Youenjoybeingbossydon’tyou?

Marang:Whoisgoingtotakecareofyou?Ihaveto

getyoutoeathealthyeverydaykanaandtellyounot

tokillyourselfwiththeconsecutivenightshifts.We

stillwantyoualivesosir..

Sherubbedhisjawandhegrittedhisteeth.

Marang:manitoutanddon’tbeabigbaby.

Shecontinuedtomassagehim andwhenshewas

donesheinspectedhisfaceonceagain.Thatwas

better.

Marang:IthinkifIdothiseveryday,youwillbefinein

threedaysifnotfour.Betternow.

Shebroughtherhandstogetherandlookedathim.

Marang:hereallydidanumberonyou.



Joshua:Mhmm..(smallsigh)Iwantedustotalk.

Marang:I’m listening..

Helookedatherbeforeglancingdown.

Marang:whatisit?(concerned)

Joshua:Yourememberthedayyouleft?

Shenodded.

Joshua:Iwassooutoflineanditisnotyourfault,

youdidn’tmakemeslapyou.I-It’smyfault.

Marang:Butyou’venev-

Joshua:Still.Itismyfault.Iwasn’tsupposedtoslap

younotoncebuttwice.NomatterhowangryIam I

am notsupposedtolaymyhandsonyouinthatway.

AndIhatethewayIhavemadeyouinsecure.You

arescaredthatImightlosemytemperonyouright?

Shecouldn’tlieandsayshewasn’t.Eversincethat



incident,shedidn’twanttoangerhim inanywaythat

mightmakehim beatheroranything.Joshuacould

seeitnhereyes,hedidthatandhehatedhimselffor

that.

Joshua:Ihatethewayyouhavetoexplainyourself,I

knowyouwillnevercheatandwhatIhadsaidwas

uncalledfor.

Shegotoffhim andstoodup.Waterwilldo.

MarangwalkedtothekitchenandJoshuawatched

herdrinkthewatershepouredinaglass.Heneeded

toaddresseverythingandcomeupwithsolutions.

Hestoodupandfollowedher.Marangsighed.

Joshua:Iknowmyapologyisnotenoughtomakeit

allgoawaybutIam sorry.

Hefelltohiskneesinfrontofher.

Joshua:MarangIsincerelyapologizea-andIaskfor

yourforgiveness.

TearswelledinMarang’seyesasshelookedather



husbandonhiskneesinfrontofher.

Joshua:IpromisethatIwilldobetter,I’lldotherapy

andtakeangermanagementclassesbeforeitgets

outofhand.MarangIam sosorryandmybeing

distantthepastthreemonthsisnotyoufault.Iknow

itwillforeverbeinyourme-memorybutIam soso

sorry.

Hisvoicebrokeandshedidn’tknowwhattosay.

Shejustrubbedhisheadashehuggedherlower

bodystillonhisknees.

Joshua:Icandobetterthatwasnotme.IswearIwill

dobettermylove(shakyvoice)Intshwarele

mogatsaka..

Sheclosedhereyesandthetearsrolleddownher

cheeks.Sheopenedhereyesandlookedattheman

onthefloor.Hewasonhiskneesbeggingforher

forgivenessandhewasstillgoingtobeokayifshe

didn’tforgivehim butitwasgoingtoeathim upthat

hecausedeverything.



Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?(softvoice)

Joshua:Saysomething.Please.

Shelookeddownathim.Atthisverymoment,he

wasbaredoutandithurtseeinghim breakapartin

frontofher.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtMarang’sapartment

Marangrubbedhisheadlookingathim.

Marang:Josh,it’sokay.

Joshua:it’snotokay..

Marang:Babe..Iforgiveyou,wewillmovepastthis

okaylove?(Softly)

Henoddedandshesighed.

Marang:It’sokaybaby.It’sokay,wearestronger

thanthisright?

Shefeltthewetnessofhistearsagainstherandshe

coveredhermouth.Thiswasreallyhauntinghim.

Thismanlovedhersomuchandhewasn’tafraidto

breakdowninfrontofherortoshowhisemotions



inherpresence.Shedidn’tknowwhattosayatthis

point,allshecoulddowastocomforthim.

Minuteswentbyandshefinallylookedathim.He

wassniffingandshecouldn’tholdbackhertears.In

allthesevenyearsshehasknownhim,hehasnever

brokedownlikethisoverher.Inalltheirsixyears

togetherhehasneverdonethisandithurtherto

evenknowthathewashurting.

Marang:Baby?Babe?

Shebentdowntohislevelandheldhisfaceinher

smallhands.

Marang:Babewearegoingtobeokayokay?Istill

loveyouandIwillneverstoplovingyou.Nomatter

whathappens.

Hesuckedinadeepbreathandnodded.Hereally

prayedthiswasthelasttimeheapologizesfor

somethinglikethis.Hewillneverhithiswifeagain.

Marang:Wewillmovepastthis.

Sheusedherfingerstowipehistearsandshe



smiledsadly.

Marang:Iloveyou.

Joshua:Iloveyoutoo.

Shepeckedhislipssoftlyandsatonthefloorbefore

sheplacedherheadonhischest.Hewrappedhis

armsaroundherandshesmiled.Sheremembered

thattouchandintimacywashislovelanguage,he

lovedtouchingherandherbeinginhisarms.She

tookhishandinhersandpushedupthetee.She

placedhishandontopofherstomachandsighed.

Joshua:Thereisalreadyabump?

Marang:Mhmm..

Shekepthishandthere,itwaswarm anditfeltjust

right.Shelookedathishandonhertummy.Inher

heartofheartsshewasbusytellingherbabiesthat

itwastheirdadwhohadhishandonhertummy.

Thatdaddywasfinallyhere.Homewaswhereverhe

was.

Joshuabaskedinthesilence.Shehadforgivenhim



butfrom hereinitwasn’tgoingtobeeasybecause

shecouldremembervividlywhathappenedandat

timesshemightfindherselfapologizingfor

somethingwhichwasnotherfault.Therapywould

dothem bothgoodandhewilltakeupanger

managementclassessothathedoesn’tlosehis

temperlikethatagain.

Thesunwentdown,leavinghuesofpinkandorange

initswakeanditreflectedthroughtheirkitchen

window.Thetwowerestillonthefloor,togetherand

close.Marangwasalreadysleepyassheyawned

andsnuggledupagainsthim.Joshuarubbedher

tummyandsheplacedherhandsontopofhis.

Marang:I’m finallygoingtobeamom,isn’tthat

exciting?(yawning)

Joshua:wellyoungmommyyouneedtosleep.

Marang:Willyouholdmeinmysleep?

Joshua:Doyouwantmeto?



Shenodded.

Joshua:Okaysweetness.

Heheldhertightlyashestoodupwithherinhis

arms.Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandhe

kissedherforeheadashewalkedtothebedroom.

Helaidheronthebedandshelookedathim ashe

gotridofhist-shirtandbentdowntoremovehis

shoes.Hegotridofhispantsandthroughhooded

eyelidssawaglimpseofhismasculinebodyand

thattattooonhisbackthatshealwaysscratched

withhershortnailsinthethroesofpassion.He

joinedheronthebedandinhisboxers.

Shecouldfeelhisbodyheatradiateashespooned

hersmallbody.Shecouldfinallyclosehereyes.

Joshuapulledtheblanketsoverthem beforehe

kissedherneck.

Joshua:Didyoueat?

Marang:Mhmm..



Joshua:Okay.

AtPhemelo’sparents

Phemelosatherparentsdownasherlittlebrother

playedwiththetwinsintheirbedroom.

Phemelo:Mom,dadIwastalkingtoTheoandhe

suggestedstayingwiththekids.

MaPhem:Really?

RaPhem:heisaresponsibleyoungman,hewantsto

takecareofhiskids.Notmanymendothatanditis

commendable.

Phemelo’sjawdropped.Shewashopingthatthey

wouldsayno.Knowinghowherparentswereand

shedidn’twanttohirehelpfortheirkidsbutshehad

togivehim thebenefitofthedoubt.

MaPhem:Helaidmagadiforthekidsandtheyare

legallyandtraditionallyhischildrentoo,weare



lawyersanditwouldbewrongtorefuse,hecansue

butthatisreallynice.Somemenshyawayfrom

responsibilityespeciallytheresponsibilityofyoung

kids.Wedealwithcasesofmendenyingtheirblood

orallofasuddenstopsupportingtheirchildrenand

thefactthathewantstolivewithhiskidsandgetto

knowthem isreallygood.

Phemelonoddedwithafakesmile.

RaPhem:Itisokay.Hecanlivewiththem,wewill

visitthekidstooandthekidscanvisitheretoo.

Phemelo:Eerra.

MaPhem:Andsorryforjudginghim toosoon.Heis

agoodguymychild.Ijustwantthebestforyouand

Itendtooverreactattimes.

Phemelo:Itiswaterunderthebridgemom.

Hermothernoddedasoneofthetwinsstarted

crying.

MaPhem:Wecanbetthatyourbrotheris

responsible.

Phemelolaughedashermotherstoodupandshe



smiled.HerparentsdotedoverMotheoandMaano.

Eveniftheyweren’thappyatfirst,theyreallydidthis

grandparentingthinglikepros.

AttheColtons

SeeletsosatonthebedasshetalkedtoJaden.

Seeletso:YohIgotonelonglectureabouthouse

rules,yousee?Itwasabadideatocheckonmeat

night.

Jadenjustlaughed.

Jaden:Yourmothersoundslikeagreatwoman.

Seeletso:Shelikespeople’sthingsandbeforeI

forgetshesaidIshouldinviteyoutoourhousefor

dinner.Shesaidit’seitheryoucomeorImoveout.

Sheshookherhead,shehadacrazywomanfora

mother.Sheneededahobbyatthispointintheir

lives.Sheshouldtalktohersisterinlaw.Shemissed



thatone,shealwayshadsomethingtosayandit

wasalwaysfuntalkingtoher,tothinkshemet

Marangwhenshewas15andstilladevelopingteen

andnowsheismarriedtoherolderbrotherandthey

aresoinlovesevenyearsandafewmonthslater.It

wassobeautiful.

Jaden:Babearethere?

Seeletso:Yessir.Iam atenantwhodoesn’tpayrent

soshowupfordinneronSaturday.Dadlikes

whiskey,I’llfindthebrandandmom enamoreta

dahwithflowersandchocolate.Addwinetoo.

Jaden:Yesmam.Iwillshowup.

Seeletso:8o’clockonthedotandmylittlesisisa

gamersoIdon’tknowwhatyouwilldo.Softentheir

heartsabitplustheyhavealwayswantedtomeet

youbaby.

Jaden:Okaylove.Ihavetowrapupafewthingsat

theofficeokayandI’llbeallhoursinanhour.

Seeletso:Alright.Bye.

Jaden:Byecupcake.



Seeletsorolledhereyesbeforeshesaidbyewitha

smile.

AtMarang’sapartment

Joshuawokeupfirstanditwasdark.Hedidn’twant

tofallasleepthatsoon.Heturnedtolookather

featuresinthedark.Hersoftsnoresalertedhim that

shewasstillverymuchasleep.

Hegentlyletgoofherandhewaitedforafew

secondstoseeifshewillnotice.Whenshewasstill

inthatstateifslumberhegotoutofbedandheaded

tothebathroom forapiss.Whenhewalkedout,she

wassprawledonthebed.Hechuckledbefore

plantingasoftkissonherforeheadandcoveringher

withtheblankets.

Hewalkedoutandheadedtotheloungewherehe

startedtoswitchonthelights.Heclosedthekitchen



windowasthecoolairfilledthespace.Itwasgoing

tostarttosnowsoonaroundherandheknewhow

muchshelovedthesnow.Theveryfirsttimeshe

sawsnowshewasfascinatedandlikethelittlechild

shewassheplayedinthesnow.Hechuckled

rememberingthattime,hehadtonursehercoldtwo

dayslaterbutshehadsaiditwasallworthit.

Heopenedherfridgetoseewhathecancookupfor

her.Hetookouthisingredientsandhegotbusy.

Meanwhileinthebedroom,Marangturnedinthebig

bedandherhandtouchedherbedallover.She

openedhereyesandyawnedstretchingherbody.

Joshuawasherewasn’the?Orwasitafigmentof

herimaginationandsheneededtogetmoresleep?

Sheyawnedagainandpulledtheblanketsuptoher

neckandshecouldstillsmellhim ontheblankets.

Hewashere.



Sheyawnedonceagainandclosedhereyes.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtPhemelo’sparents

Laterthatnight,acoldwindblewacrossthe

neighborhood.Noonehadtakentheweather

predictionsthatseriouslyandtheythoughtitwas

justgoingtorainbuttherewasastorm thatwas

brewingoverthesecondcapitalcityofthecountry.

Inthatcoldweather,aladywhohadatatteredblack

coatstoodinfrontoftheyardandplacedthe

newbornbabyinfrontoftheyard.Shewassureher

babywouldbewelltakencareoff.Afterall,she

didn’thavetheresourcesnorthemoneytotakecare

ofasecondbabywithnofatherinsight.Theone

childshehadwasalreadystrugglingandshewasn’t

goingtomakethisonestruggletoo.



Her:IloveyouAngelokay?YournameisAngelica

andIthinktheywillfindthepieceofpaperonyour

chest.

Thebabysneezedandshecoveredthebabywiththe

blanket.Shewaspink,toopink.Maybeshewas

comingupwithafeverbutshedidn’thavetimeand

sheneededtobegonebeforetheyopenthegate.

Thereweredogsinsidesoshecouldn’tthrowthe

babyandthrowingheracrosstheyardwouldkillher.

Her:Iloveyouandyouwillmeetyourbrotheroneday

okay?

Shekissedthebaby’scheekandthebabylookedat

herwithbrighteyes.Shepinchedthebabyandshe

scrunchedherfacebeforeshestartedtocry.Atthe

soundofhercrytheladydisappearedintothenight

andwaitedbythebushes,

Meanwhileinthehouse,thefamilywasallsnuggled



upintheloungeenjoyingmovieswithPhemelo

whentheyheardachildcry.

Phemelo’slittlebrotherstoodupandwenttothe

babies’room toseeiftheywerecryingbutthe

babieswerepeacefullysleeping.

MaPhem:Thebabiesareasleep?

Henoddedwalkingbackasachild’scrycontinued.

MaPhem andherhusbandstoodupandthey

walkedoutofthehouse.Thecriesgotlouderand

seemednear.

MaPhem:Didsomeonejustdumptheirbabyhere?

RaPhem:let’sfindout..

RaPhem pushedopenthegateandhiswifestepped

outtofindababyinfrontoftheyard.Shelooked

aroundandcouldn’tseeanyone.

MaPhem:It’saninfant.



Shepickedupthebabyandlookedaroundonce

more.Thestorm wasbrewingandshecouldn’tleave

alittlebabyoutsidetheyardjustlikethat.

RaPhem closedthegateandlookedatthechildin

hiswife’sarms.

MaPhem:Theyleftachild,wewillseewhattodoin

themorning.Shemustbecoldandsheisallpink.

TheywalkedinsidethehouseandPhemelofrowned.

MaPhem:Wefoundheratthegate.

Phemelo:Bathong!Whywouldtheyabandonababy?

Therearemanyfamiliesthatwouldkillforchildren.

MaPhem:Exactly.

Herparentswalkedtotheirbedroom withthechild

andPhemelogotherphone.ShedialedMarang’s

numberanditrangunansweredforaminutebefore

sheanswered.



Marang:Hello(sleepy)

Phemelo:Hi.DidIwakeyouup?

Marang:(yawning)yes..

Phemelo:Rememberthattimeyoutoldmethatyou

areinfertile?

Marangsatupright.Yikes!

Marang:Uhm yeah..

Phemelo:Wedon’tknowwholeftanewborninfront

ofourhouseandIjustthoughtofyouwhenIsaw

thebabygirl.

Marangguiltilylistened.Shedidn’ttellherfriendas

ofyetbecausewhatifshelosesthispregnancyafter

announcingherpregnancy?

Marang:CanItakeitupwithJosh?

Phemelo:Sureandmyparentsarelawyers.I’m sure

theywillhelpyouifyouwantthechild,Imeanwe

havetolocatethemotherfirstandmaybeyoucan

starttheadoptionprocess.

Marang:yeah.Thankyou.



FortyonMarang’sside,Joshua’sphonestarted

ringingandsheusedthatasanexcusetosaybyeto

herfriend.

Sheplacedherphonedownandpickedhisup.Itwas

anunknownnumberbutsheanswereditregardless.

Marang:Joshua’sphonehello?

Her:Hello,canIspeaktoJoshua?

Marang:okay,whoam Ispeakingto?

Her:Nadia.

Marang’sthroatdriedupasshegotoutofbed.He

reallystartedtospeaktoher?

Marang:Eemma,I’m givinghim thephone.

Nadia:Whoam Ispeakingto?

Marang:Hiswife.Pleasehold..



Shewalkedoutofthebedroom andheadedout

lookingforhim.Shefoundhim inthekitcheninhis

boxersanditsmellednicetoo.Joshuaturnedand

Maranghandedhim thephone.Hehelditagainsthis

chest.

Joshua:Whoisit?(whispering)

Marang:Yoursidehoe..

Shewantedtowalkawaybuthepulledhertohim

andkepthisarm aroundherneck.Joshuabent

downandwhisperedinherear.

Joshua:Idon’thaveanysides,youaretheonlymeal

Ineedinmylife.

Marangwantedtobeangrybutsheendedup

blushing.Shetriedtopushhim awaybuthehadher

onlockdown.Hekissedherneckandshegiggled.

Marang:Stopittlherra..

Joshua:Wearenotdone..



Heansweredthephone.

Joshua:Hello.

Nadia:Hi..

Joshuafrowned.

Joshua:Whoam aspeakingto?

Nadia:Nadia,Igotyournumberfrom youraunt..

JoshualookedatMarangwhopretendednottobe

listening.Heplacedthephoneonhischest.

Joshua:Iknowyouarelistening..

Marang:Buarra..

Heplacedthephoneonhisear.

Joshua:Whatfor?

Nadia:She-I..

Joshua:Justnevercallmyphoneagain.Wedon’t

knoweachotherthatmuchtotalkandIam a

marriedman.



HehungupandhandedMarangthephone.

Joshua:Iswearmyuncle’swifewantstoruinmylife.

Marang:Whatdidshedonow?

Joshua:shegaveNadiamynumber,Idon’tknow

whatforwhenIhaveallIneedhere.

Marangfakedasmileandlookedathisphone.

Joshua:Youcansnoopifyouwant..

Marang:Idonotsnoop.

Joshua:Ehemma.

Henuzzledherneckbeforehelethergoand

attendedtothepots.Marangwentthroughhiscall

log,thisvillageauntywasannoying.Shewasn’t

disrespectfulbutnowshesawwhyJoshuawas

fightingwiththem.Whysendanotherwomanto

destroyanotherwoman’smarriage.Sheplacedhis

phonedownandlookedathim.

Marang:Aren’tyoucold?Didyoucomewithyour

robe?



Joshua:It’sinthesuitcase.

Marang:I’llbebackwithit.

Shewalkedawayandhestirredthesoup.Her

favorite.Marangpulledthesuitcasefrom thelounge

andheadedtothebedroom.Sheopeneditandtook

outhisrobeandsheremovedhertee.Shegother

ownrobefrom thewardrobeandwalkedbacktothe

kitchen.

Marang:Babytshwara.

Hetookitfrom herandworeit.

Joshua:I’m almostdone.

Marang:Okay.Thankyou.

Shewalkedtothecouchandsatdown.Herhand

slippedunderhergownandsherubbedhertummy.

Sheturnedtolookathim.

Marang:Babywhatarewegoingtonamethem?

Joshua:Wewillgothroughnamesbabygirland



whenisyournextscan?

Shefrowned.

Marang:IthinkIzonedoutafterthedoctortoldme

I’m pregnantwithquadssoIam notsure,Iwilltryto

rememberthough.

Joshua:okaylove.Iam almostdone.

Marang:SotomorrowIam goingtoshowyouthe

drawingIdid..

Joshua:youstarteddrawingagain?

Marang:yessir.Istillgotitinmebaby.

JoshuastartedservingupthefoodandMarang

sniffedtheair.Shecouldn’twait.Hedidn’tcook

muchbutwhathemadeforhershealways

appreciatedit.Hecamewithatraywiththeirfood

andshesatcrossleggedonthecouchwaitingfor

him.

Marang:Sowearewatchingamovie?



Joshua:Youcan’twatchamoviewithoutme?

Marang:NoIcannot.It’sweird.Comesit,waitcome

withafleeceblanketandthenyoucancomesit.

Hechuckledandmadehiswaytothebedroom.

Whenhecamebackhethrewthefleeceoverherand

hejoinedheronthecouch.

Marang:Iam choosingthemovieakeremylove..

Joshua:Yesmam..

Shelaidherheadonhisshoulderassheswitched

onthetv.Hebreathedintoherneckandshesucked

inadeepbreath.Themoviefirst.Themoviefirst.

Shesaidoverandoveragain.

Marang:So..

Shescrolledthroughthechannels,therewas

nothingtowatch.

Joshua:Doyouseeonethatyoulike?

Marang:Ican’tfindanything.



Joshua:Okay.

Marang:Letmefindaseriesthen..

Heslippedhishandunderneathhergownand

touchedhertummy.

Marangsighedassheleftthemusicchannelthere.

Marang:Babe?

Joshua:Yes?

Marang:golower.

Joshua:hmm?Ican’thearyou.

Marang:Golower.Please!

Hishandsliddowntoherpantiesandsheletouta

sighashekissedhernecksoftly

Joshua:Here?

Marang:Yes.

Hepushedthepantiesdownandshemovedcloser

tohim.Shemissedhim buthisdckmore.

Joshua:Youdoknowyoucanaskforitlikeyou



normallydo..

Marang:Youmakemesoundtoohornybabe..

Joshua:Iknowyouaremylittlesexaddict,itisn’t

weirdatall..

Maranglaughedintohischestashiswholehand

coveredhers*x.

Marang:Sexyaagoenaledipuomr.

Joshua:Wabatlakanajangmma?

Marang:Ntireee..

Helaughedkissinghersoftly.

Joshua:Iloveyoutoo.

Marang:Iknow...

Helaidheronthesofaandshegiggled.Finally!

.

*
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AtFrancistownAirport

JoshuaheldthebagsasMarangpulledthebeanie

overherhead.Atleastitwaschillyhereandshe

wasn’tgoingtobeallhotandbothered.

Marang:Youparkedourcarhere?

Joshua:WhenIcametotheairport,Ithinkitisstill

here.

Marang:Okay,Iwanttositdown.

Joshua:I’m sorryformakingyoustand.

Shestretchedandlookedathertummy.Ithad

grownthepastmonthandonewouldswearshewas

alreadysixmonths.Itwasthatbiganditcouldn’tbe



hiddenforever.Itwasajointdecisiontotell

immediatefamilyandherclosestfriendaboutthe

pregnancy.

Marang:It’sokay,I’m patient.

TheywalkedtothecarwithJoshuapullingthetwo

suitcasestotheparkinglot.Whenhegottothecar,

hehandedthecarkeysandsheunlockedthecar.

Shegotinsideandsatcomfortablyonthepassenger

seatbeforerubbingherroundstomach.Thisround

tummywasthereasonwhytheyhadsexinthemost

awkwardpositionsbutshewouldn’ttradeitfor

anything.Joshuaputthebagsinthebackbefore

closingoffthebootandjoggedtohisside.He

openedthedoorandMaranggavehim thecarkeys.

Joshua:Restfirstathomeandwewilltalktomy

parentsatdinnertime?

Marang:Okay.BeforeIsleepcanyoulike...(bitingher

tongue)youknow.

Joshua:Idon’tknowsweetness.



Joshuastartedthecar.Thewholemonthhewasin

Canadahehadbeentakingsomeanger

managementclasses.Hewasactuallyseriousabout

thatandtheybothagreedtodocoupletherapy

beforethebabiesgethere.

Marang:Ijoo!okay..

Sherubbedherfaceandyawned.Joshuareversed

outoftheparkingspotbeforehejoinedtheroadthat

ledstraightoutoftheairport.

AtPhemelo’sparents

TheparentslookedatAngelicaplayingwithTimothy.

Timothywasalreadyprotectiveofthelittlegirland

theyalsocouldn’tfindthemother.

MaPhem:Shouldwestaywithher?

RaPhem:Wewenttosocialworkersandtheysaidit

wasdifficulttolocatethemother.



MaPhem sighedasAngelicastartedcryingandshe

pickedthelittlegirlup.Shewassuchacutieandthe

thoughtofgivingherawaytoodidn’tsitwellwithher.

MaPhem:Heybaby(inasoftbabylikevoice)lookat

you..

Angelicatouchedherfaceandgaveherthecutest

gummysmileshehaseverseen.

MaPhem:Ncoah!

SheplacedthebabydownandTimothycontinuedto

playwiththechild.Tohim,healreadyhadanother

sister.

AtTheo’shouse

Theoledtheolderwomanoutofthehouseafterthe

interviewwhilePhemelofedMaano.

Theo:Areyouhappywiththatone?



Phemelo:Very.Shehasexperienceandshehasa

driver’slicenseto.Ilikethefactthatsheisolder,not

olderthanourparentsbuttheoldertypeofhelpers

thatknowexactlywhattheyarehiredtodo.

Theo:Finallyyouagree.

Phemelo:Iam notgoingtohaveaslayqueentake

careofmykids.Idon’twantmychildtocryhispoor

lungsoutmothoadiradinala.Never!

Theo:Igetyourpointbutthatotheronewasalso

good.

Phemelo:Whichotherone?

Theo:theunemployedgraduatewasearlychildhood

education.

Phemeloshrugged.Shedidn’twantthatone,she

wastoobeautifulandshedidn’twanttofeel

threatenedbyamerechildsitter.Shewasoutofthe

equation.

Theo:Iwillcalltheladywhojustleftinthemorning.

Phemelo:Okay.Iwillmissmybabies,thefactthatI



willbeawayformorethansixmonthsdoesnotsit

wellwithme.

Theo:Youwillcomebackwiththedegree.

Phemelo:Yessir.SotomorrowbeforeIleave,callher.

Youguysareaskingmetotheairportakere?

Theo:Rightboys?

Phemelolaughedandshookherhead.Herphone

rangandsheansweredimmediately.

Phemelo:Hello?

Marang:Hi,yousaidyouareleavingtomorrowright?

Phemelo:yesmylove.

Marang:Iam home.

Phemelo:Abouttime.CanIseeyou?

Marang:Ofcourse.Ican’ttravelaroundmuch..

Phemelo:Iwillcomeover,

Marang:Alright.Byeandloveyou.



ShehungupandPhemelogrinned.

Phemelo:Rangzisintown.

Theo:That’swhyyouareexcited.

Phemelo:Ihavenotseenmyfriendinoverayear...I

willbebackbaby.

ShegaveTheoMaanobeforesheworeher

prostheticleg.Shekissedherboyfriendand

borrowedhiscartoo.Hewastheonewhohelped

hergetoverherfearofcars.Hewaspatientand

eventaughthereverythingsheneededtoknow

aboutdriving.

AtJoshua’shouse

Maranghadalreadychangedandwasintightsandt

-shirt.Thosewerecomfortableforher.

Marang:Baby?

Joshua:Mam?



Marang:Imissyou..

Helaughed.Shewasgoingtobehomeforthenext

fewmonthsofherpregnancy.Hemanagedtotalkto

thedeanandexplain.Shewoulddoonlinelearning

oftestsandquizzesandifsheneededtobe

supervised,thenshewoulddoroundsatthehospital

withthemanagerandheaddoctorassessingher.He

neededherhometogivebirthandtoproperly

manageherpregnancy,theyneededittobesmooth.

Joshua:I’m righthere.

Marangrolledhereyes.

Marang:Notthatway..

Joshua:afteryoueatthenwewillseewhattodo

okay?

Marang:Okay.

Shewalkedtothekitchenandthefridgewasempty.

Marang:Groceryshoppinglatertoday.Notdebating

thatwithyouJosh.Inthemeantimeyoucanorderin

something.Liketakeout.



Joshua:Yourwishismycommand.

Shegrinnedashewrappedhisarmsaroundher

stomach.

Marang:Ilookweird.I’m chubbyandIlookshorter

thanbefore.

Joshua:Sowehavefourhealthyheartbeatsinthere.

Marang:Mhm...theyarethereasonI’m alwaystired

babe.AftervisitingtheparentsIwantamassagea

boonhavisa.

Helookedatherandshewasn’tevenlaughing.He

laughedandshegavehim aseriouslook.

Marang:It’snotajoke.Yousaidyourbodyismine

andmineisyours.Besidesimaginealltheseyears

ofusnotlivingtogether.Itisonlyrightthatwa

nhavisa,akereI’m yourwifekanajangmr?

Joshua:ObuadiloMarang.Kanteoitlhelaobuaeng?

Marang:Oganagotlaonhavisa?NnaJoshua?

Joshua:Icanneversaynotoyou.Tellyour

hormonestorelax.



Marang:HormonesDrColtonsaysyoumustrelax.

Helaughedandthefactthatshewasveryserious

crackedhim up.Adoorknockdisturbedtheir

conversationandMarangremovedhishands.She

walkedtothedoorandopenedit.

Marang:Phemelohi!

PhemelolookedatMarang.Shewasglowingand

shehadchubbycheeks.Shelookeddownandsaw

herbelly.Shegasped.Marangwaspregnant?

Marang:Phem comein,drinkwaterandbreathfriend.

PhemelosteppedinandgreetedJoshuawhosaidhi.

Joshua:Iwillgiveyoutwoladiesspace.

HewalkedoutandMarangwalkedtothekitchen

wheresherinsedaglassandpouredwaterfor

Phemelo.Phemelogulpedthewaterandplacedthe

glassdownbeforetakingagoodlookatMarang.



Marang:YesyesIam pregnant.Itwasn’tsomethingI

couldsayoverthephone.Surpriseyouaregoingto

beagodmother.

Phemelo:Wow!Congratulations!Wow!

Marangsmiled.

Marang:Youcanscream ifyouwant?

Phemelo:Ahno.Givemeahug.

Maranghuggedheranditwasawkward,sheknew

shewasshorterthanPhem.From childhoodand

nowintoadulthood.Thepainneverends.

Phemelo:Iam sohappyforyoubabyy!Nowmy

babieswillhaveaplaymate.

Marangdecidedtokeepthatintsybitsypieceof

informationaboutthequadrupletstoherself.

Marang:Finally!

Phemelobrokethehug.



Phemelo:PityI’m leavingtomorrow.

Marang:School.

Phemelo:tellmeaboutit.

Theywalkedtotheloungewheretheysatdownand

startedtalking.

.

.

*

*
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AtJoshua’splace

MarangsaidbyetoPhemelobeforesheclosedthe

door.Sherubbedhertummyandwalkedtothe

bedroom.ShefoundJoshuaonhisbackholdinghis

phone.

Joshua:Nextweek,I’llbegoingbacktowork.If

anythinghappenscallmeokay?

Marang:Okay.IthinkIwillbefine.

Joshua:ImeananythingandIbookedusintotherapy,

sessionsstartnextweekWednesday.

Marangnoddedasshesatonthebedandlookedat

hertoes.

Joshua:Justrelaxandcallifyouneedanything.

Literallyanything.



Marang:EvenifIneedsex?

Joshualaughed.

Joshua:YoudoknowIneverstarveyou.

Marang:Iknowbutgomonateakerebabe?Youget?

Joshua:Iknow..

Marang:SoIcancalljustforthatonarandom

day?(pouting)

Joshuagrinnedandpulledhertohim.

Joshua:IfI’m notthatbusy,I’llcome.Deal?

Marang:Okay.

Joshua:I’llassumeit’sthehormonesmakingyou

thishorny.

Marang:Yes.Let’sblamethehormonesmylove.

Joshua:ohemileMarang!(laughing)

Marang:Weareleavingwhattime?Ineedabath.

Likejustabath,Ihatestanding.It’sheavyandIhave

tokeepmybackstraight.

Joshua:ShouldIrunwaterforyou?



Marang:Mhmm.Wecaneatattheparent’splace,it

slippedmymindthatyouweretaskedwithordering

takeout.Tomorrowwearegrowinggrocery

shopping.

Joshua:Eemma.

Marangsighed.Sofarsogoodwiththepregnancy,

shewasn’tevencomplaining.Shewashealthyand

hadfourhumansinsideofher.Whatmorecouldshe

askforreally?Thefactthatherhusbandrespected

heropinionandthathelistenswhenshesays

something.Onemightsayshefedhim alovepotion

orwenttodoctorsforhim butloveisblindandtheirs

hasbeenblindforyears.Simp?Shewasdefinitely

choosinghim overandover.Hepeckedherlips

beforehegotoutofbedandheadedtothe

bathroom.

Joshuakeptforgettingtoupdatebabygirlaboutthe

progressregardingthelandandthehouse.Hewill

showhertomorrowwhentheygooutforgrocery

shopping.Heneededtorunherwaterandtakea



showertoo.

AttheColtons

Seeletsoateherfoodasshetalkedtohermother.

Seeletso:Extrafood?

MaJosh:Yourbrotherandhiswifearecomingover.

Seeletso:ItfeelslikeyearseversinceI’veseenJosh

yoh!

MaJosh:Marangwena.

Seeletso:it’sbeenmorethanamonth,schoolisbusy

butshehastodoit,justforthegraduationgown.

MaJosh:Mychildrenaresoeducated.Joshisa

doctor,Marangisstudyingtobecomeoneandmy

daughterisapharmacist..yourbogadishouldbe

expensive.

Seeletso:mama!

MaJosh:Jadenisagoodboyandheisreally



respectful.

Seeletso:Heis.MamaI’llbedownoncetheyarehere,

letmego.

Shegotoffthecounterandwalkedtoherbedroom,

shewantedtotalktoherman.Hewasdoing

everythingrightandmaybejustmaybeshemight

finallybeintimatewithhim.Thatwasabitscarybut

onthebrighterside,shewassureshewantedhim to

behervirginbreaker.

AtJoshua’splace

Maranglookedlikeaveryhealthypregnantwoman,

herringinplaceandinthatlongdressshedecided

towearfordinner.Shehadletherbraidslooseand

shewasbreathtaking.Joshuawassurethathewas

nevergoingtogetoverhiswife’sbeautynorherkind

soul.Marangfoundhim staringandshesnappedher

fingers.



Marang:Itisn’tokay?ShouldItiemyhairup?

Joshua:Youarebeautiful.

Hercheekswentpinkandsheplayedwithherring.

Yearslater,hecouldstillmakeherblushbyjust

sayingthatshewasbeautiful.

Marang:Thankyou.

Hemovedfrom thewardrobeandwalkedtothe

mirror,heplacedhishandsonhershouldersandshe

leanedback.

Joshua:IloveyouandIwantyoutoknowthat.

Marang:Ilovethatyoutaughtmehowtolove.Ilove

thefactthatregardlessofmyflawsandmypast,

youmakeperfect.Iloveyouforthemanyoukeep

strivingtobe,Ilovehowhumbleyouare.Ilovethe

factthatyouneverusemybackgroundagainstme

normyinsecuritiesagainstme.Thesewordsaren’t

enoughtofullytellyouhowmuchyoumeantome

butIhopeItried.Iloveyou,Iloveeachandevery

partofyoubabeandIwillneverstoplovingyou.

Heheldhertightlyandshesmiled.Shewasgoingto



relishthesefewmonthsherebecausehewasthe

bestandshewasexcitedtogothroughthis

pregnancyjourneywithhim.Theirprayerswere

answeredandshehopednothingcouldruintheir

happiness.Hewasthebestandhewasgoingto

havekidsofhisownevenifitisthreeyearslater.

Marang:Ilovehowyoulistentomyuselessrants

withnocomplaints.Joshuayouarethebestmana

womancouldaskfor.Ineverwanttoloseyouever

evenifthislovedrivesmeinsane.Iwouldnever

Joshua!OnGod!Iwastouchedbythefactthatyou

apologizedandyouwerewillingtotakeanger

managementclassesjustforthatincident.

Tearsmadetheirwaytohereyesandshechuckled

totrytostopthetears.

Marang:Ihopewelivelongenoughtomeeour

grandchildrenandshowthem whatloveisandto

settlewherelovereigns.Love,communication,trust

andpeacereigns.Ialwayssayyouaremysafe

havenandyoustillare.



Hewasawedandjustkissedherneck.Marang

understood.Shealwaysneededreassuranceandto

betoldthingswhilehislovelanguagewastouch.

Whathecouldn’texplaininwordshealwaysshowed

physicallysoshedidn’texpecthim tosaysomething.

Hejustheldhercloseandsheinhaledhiscologne,

withasoftbeatingheart.Apartofherwishedthey

wouldn’tgoforthedinnerbecausetheywereintheir

ownlittlebubbleandmoment.Minutespassedand

hedidn’tlethergo.

Shehummedsoftlyandhekissedhercheek.She

smiledastheystartedtoswaytoherhumming.

Marang:I’m amessbutI’m amessthatyouwanted.

Joshua:Iloveyouokay?Iloveyouinspiteof,deep

fearsthattheworldwoulddivideussobabynow

thatwekeepgrowingstrong.Ibelievewearemeant

tobe.

Marangchuckled.



Marang:Soulmatesmothowame.

Joshua:WhoknewthatIwouldmeetmysoulmate

becauseadogbither.

Marang:Speakingofdogs,Iwantacat.

Joshua:Thosethingsarecreepyandtheyareused

forwitchcraft.

Marang:Idon’tcare.

Joshua:Wewillseebaby.Shouldwego?

Marang:Yessir.

Hegrabbedtheirphones,hiswalletandthecarkeys.

Heheldherbulgingwaistasheguidedthem outof

thehouse.Shelockedthehouseandwalkedtothe

carholdingherwaist.Heopenedthecardoorforher

andshegotinside.Hewalkedtohissideandgot

inside.Shegothisphoneandlikeyearsbefore,she

connectedhisphonetothecarBluetoothsystem.

SheplayedJustinBieber’sAnyoneandleanedback



placingherhandonhisthigh.Shehummedthesong

beforeshestartedtosingalong.

Ifyouevermoveonwithoutme,Ineedtomake

sureyouknow

ThatyouaretheonlyoneI’lleverlove

Yeahyou,ifit’snotyouit’snotanyone.

Lookingbackatmylife,youaretheonlygoodI’ve

everdone.

Yeahyou,ifit’snotyouit’snotanyone.

Foreverisnotenoughtimeto,loveyouthewaythatI

want.

CauseeverymorningIfindyou,IfearthethatdayI

don’t.

YousaythatIwon’tloseyoubutyoucan’tpredict



thefuturecausecertainthingsareoutofour

control.

Shetookherphoneandtookavideoofhim driving

them.

Marang:Lookatthecameraandsmile..

Joshua:Ihavetofocusontheroadbaby..(smiling)

Marang:Iloveyou.

Joshualookedatherhandonhisthighandsmiled

beforefacingtheroad.Marangsangalongtothe

songlookingathim withahugeasssmile.

AttheColtons

MaJoshplacedthefoodonthediningtable.They

shouldbehereanyminutefrom now.Rightthat

instant,theyheardacarhooter.

MaJosh:Theyarehere.



Sarawenttopressthebuttonsandthegateslid

openwhiletheladiesfixedthetable.Theywere

finallyhavingdinnertogetherasafamilyafterso

long.

Meanwhileoutsidethecouplesteppedoutofthecar

andJoshuaheldherwaist.

Marang:Bathong,it’sbeensolong.

Joshua:Nervous?

Marang:No.notthatmuchIthink.

Joshua:I’llholdyourhand.

Marang:Don’tforget.Afterthedinnerit’samassage

andthenwanhavisaJoshua.Ididn’tforget.Don’t

forgetbecauseIdidn’t.Thelistgoesinthisorder.

Dinner.Afullbodymassage.Sex.Gotit?

Helaughedkissinghercheekastheywalkedtothe

house.Joshuawasabouttoopenthedoorwhenhis



fatheropenedit.

Joshua:Dadhi.

Marang:Hello..

Marangwatchedherfatherinlaw’sgazescanher

facebeforehelookedatherandhetriedsohardto

hidetheshockandsmiled.RaJoshuaignored

Joshuaashehuggedhisdaughterinlaw.

RaJosh:Howareyou?

Marang:Iam good.Helloagainfather.

Overtheyearsshegotsocomfortablewithcalling

hisparentsherparentsbecausetheyalsoindirectly

raisedhertooplustheywereherinlaws.Ignoring

JoshhebrokethehugandlookedatMarang.

RaJosh:Wow!Didyoueat?

Marang:Notyet.

RaJosh:Heisstarvingyouguys?



Marang:Thata..

Justlikethattheybothwalkedinsidethehouse

ignoringJoshuaandhesighedwalkingbehindthem.

RaJoshualedMarangtothediningroom andMa

JoshnearlydroppedtheplatesseeingMarang.

Marang:Hiiii.

MaJosh:Finallyyoucamehome.Youarechubby,

healthyan-

ShepausedasshefullyassessedMarang.Wasthat

ababybumpshewasseeing?Orhereyeswere

deceivingher?

MaJosh:Youarepregnant?

Shegrinnednoddingherhead.

Marang:Wewantedtotellyouguysthatweare



expectingverysoon.

Seeletso:Thisisbig.

Sara:I’m goingtobeanauntyright?

MarangnoddedandMaJoshheldbacktears.

Maranglookedhappyandcontent.

MaJosh:andyoumanagedtokeepitfrom usfor

thislong?

Marang:Itwouldn’tberighttosayitoverthephone

wouldit?

Seeletso:Congratulationssis.

ShehuggedMarangandMaranghuggedherback.

Seeletso:TakecareofmynephewornieceorelseI

willkillyou.

Joshua:Nothreateningmywifeplease.

TheylaughedandSeeletsobrokethehug.

MaJosh:Areyouokay?Howfar?



Marang:Fourmonthsandaweekrightbabe?

Joshuanodded.Theyforgotheevenexistedatthe

moment.Theirattentionhaddivertedtohiswife.

MaJosh:Fourmonths?It’stoobigforfourmonths,

youlooksix.

MaranglookedatJoshuawholookedatherandshe

lookedathim again.Heclearedhisthroatandthey

lookedathim.

Joshua:Weareexpectingquadruplets.

Everyone’sjawdropped.

.

.

*

*

*

Anotherinsertwillfollowlatertoday.
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AttheColtons

MaJosh:Four?

Maranggrinnednodding.

Seeletso:1,2,3,4?

Joshua:yes.

RaJosh:Wow!

Ittookafewminutesforeveryonetofullyprocess

theinformationtheyhavejustbeentold.Marang

heldJoshua’sarm andlookedupathim.

Marang:Theywillbeokay?

Joshua:letitsinkin,theyarestillshocked.More

shockedthanustheparents.



Marang:Nnaketshwerweketlalamme(butI’m

hungry)

Joshua:Sitdown,letthem takeitinandeat

something.Sorryokaylove..

Marangletgoofhisarm andsatdownlookingatthe

food.Theywillsitdownoncetheyfeelliketheyare

okay.Everyonestartedtositdownonebyoneand

theylookedatJoshuawhowassittingnextto

Marang.

RaJosh:Leserious?

Marangwasalreadyaddingthemeattoherplate.

Shetookabiteandnodded.MaJoshlookedather

daughterinlawwhowascasualaboutit.Thefact

thatshewascarryingquadsandithasnever

happenedeverinthisfamily.ThiswasbyGod’s

grace.Nothingmore.Marangwasbusyserving

herselfignoringthem.Shewashungryandneeded

food.



Seeletso:Okay.Marangsoyouarecarryingfour

fetuses?

Marang:Eemma.I’m inmysecondtrimesterand

don’tworryDrBaehereismonitoringthepregnancy

becausemultiplepregnanciesa-

RaJosh:aredangerous.

Marang:Exactly.Anythingcangowronganymoment

sothat’swhyI’llbehomethenextfewmonths

whereI’m surroundedbypeopleIknowandan

environmentthatmakesiteasierforthingstogoon

smoothly.

MaJosh:Smart.

Marang:Very.Babepassthejuice.

Hepassedthejuiceandshefilledherglassbefore

placingtheglassjugdown.Shetookherforkand

startedeating.

Joshua:Sofarsogood.

Sara:SoMarang?



Marang:Ma?(mouthfull)

SheswallowedherfoodandlookedatSara.

Sara:CanIbabysitthebabies?

Marang:Whynot?Besidesyou’llbesavinguscosts.

EveryoneatthetablelaughedandMarangchuckled

asshestuffedherfacewiththefood.From thereon

conversationstartedtoflowaroundthetableand.A

rangchirpedinwhenshewasn’tswallowingor

eating.Bytheendofthedinnershewasonehappy

lady.Shewasfullandwaitingforhermassagefrom

herdearhusbandandthesexthatwastofollow.

Shesattherecontentasshenibbledonthedessert.

Marang:Istherecustardaround?

MaJosh:Ithinkit’sthere.Iam notsure.

Marang:Theboxisfull?

MaJosh:Saragocheck.



Sarastoodupandheadedtothekitchenwhile

Marangateherdessert.Shedidn’thavemorning

sickness,maybethat’swhyshedidn’tknowshewas

pregnant.Shejusthadahealthybumpthatgrew

everydayandthisweirdobsessiontoeatwhatshe

couldfindthensleeppeacefullyafteraveryintimate

workoutwithherhusband.Itwasaverycomfortable

routineandoneshewasn’tplanningtochange

anytimesoon.

Sara:Therearetwofullboxes.

Marang:CanIhaveone?Thankyou(withacutesmile)

Sheplacedherhandsonherstomach.Thiswasher

family.Saracamebackwithaboxfullofcustard

andMarangtookit.Shewouldindulgeinitlaterat

nightasasnack.

Joshua:Ithinkweshouldgetgoing.

Marang:Ienjoyedthedinnersomuchandthankyou.

MaJosh:youarewelcomehereanyday.



Marang:thankyoumom.

Seeletso:andIam onleavethisweeksoIam freesis.

MaranglookedatSeeletso.Shehadanidea.

Marang:Imighttakeyouuponthat.

Seeletsoraisedaneyebrow.

Marang:IloveyoutooLetso.

Seeletso:Idon’tlikeyourthinkingalready.

Marang:Babyareye(babylet’sgo)

Hechuckledashehelpedherstandandshehugged

everyoneonelasttime.

Marang:Ireallyenjoyedthedinner.AndImissedyour

cookingmom andtheatmospherearoundthedinner

table.Byeguys.

Them:Bye.

Joshuawavedasheheldherwaistandtheywalked

out.

Marang:Youdidn’tforgetakere?



Joshua:Woman!

Marang:Okay.Youdidn’tforgetbaby?(softly)

Joshua:Ididn’t.

Marang:Iloveyou.

Joshua:Noyoudon’t.Youlovedck.

Marang:Idon’t.OkayIdobutIloveyou.

Theywalkedtothecarandheopenedthecardoor

forher.

Marang:Babecanyoutakemetothecemetery

tomorrow?

Joshua:Sure.Beforeorafterthegroceryshopping?

Marang:After?Yeahafter.

Hegotinsidethecarandhelpedherbuckleup

beforehestartedthecar.

AtPhemelo’sparents



PhemelolookedatAngelica.Shewassocuteand

lightskinnedtoo.Hereyeslookedfamiliarthough

andshecouldn’tquiterememberwhereshesawthe

samesetofeyesasAngelica’sorwasshejust

graspingatstraws?Timothylikedherandthetwins

alwaysplayedwiththelittlebaby.

Shepickedherbottleandgaveittoher.Shesucked

onitfordearlifeandPhemelochuckled.Hermother

hadgrownattachedtothelittlecutebundleofjoy

andherfatherwasstartingtogetusedtoher.She

justlovedhowcuteshewasandimaginewhenshe

willbetwoyearsandwillbelookingallcuteinmini

puffs.

Phemelo:youarecuteAngel.(inababyvoice)

AtJoshua’shouse

Joshua’shandsmovedacrossherbackandshe



releasedasoftmoan.Hewasdoingsuchagoodjob

andshecouldstaylikethisforever.

Marang:Mylowerback.

Hemovedhishandstoherlowerbackandhe

startedtomassagethatarea.Marangwasenjoying

howhelessenedthetensionfrom herbody.

Sheturnedonherbackandfacedhim withalittle

smile.Helaughedandpeckedherlips.Shewrapped

herarmsaroundhisneckinstead.

Marang:Ilovedthemassage.

Joshua:ofcourseyoudo.

Shegiggled.

Marang:Gooddoctorpleasemakelovetome.

Joshua:Itwouldbemypleasure.

Shewascontent.

Thefollowingday



Maranggotreadyfortheirshoppingtrip.Wellthey

weregoingtothegrocerystore,justthegrocery

store.

Marang:I’m done.

Heopenedthewardrobeandmadeherwearalight

jacket.

Joshua:it’schillyoutside.

Maranglookedatheroutfit.Shewasseriouslygoing

outwearingalongknitdress,pantyhoseandboots?

Marang:ButI’m warm,thisdressismadeoutofwool.

Joshua:it’schillyandIam notdebatingwithyou

sweetness.

Marang:yessir(bored)

Joshua:Evenifyoupout.

Marang:Iam notpouting.

Joshua:Let’sgo.



Marangheldhisarm astheywalkedoutofthe

house.

Marang:Thenextscanwewillbeabletoknowthe

genders.I’m soexcitedmylove.

Joshua:Allfourthem canbeboys.

Marang:Joshuano!Iwantagirl.Atleastoneyousee?

SoIcandoherhair,planhercuteoutfitsandhavea

lookalike.

Joshua:Wewillseewho’sgeneswilldominate.

Marang:Canwebetonit?

Joshua:Howmuch?

Marang:Uhm wearehavingtwogirlsandtwoboys.

Joshua:Onegirlandthreeeboys.Howmucharewe

betting?

Marang:Thelosergetstopayathousand.

Joshua:Extrathousand?Dealbabygirl.

Marang:I’m alwaysright.

Joshua:Sureyouare.



Theylockedthehouseandmadetheirwaytothecar.

Thegrocerystorethenthecemetery.

Atthegrocerystore

MarangwalkedaheadofJoshuaassheputfoodin

thetrolley.

Marang:Monthendweshouldstartbuyingbabyfood

too.

Joshua:Yesmam.

Marang:Fornowlet’sbuygroceriesandwewillcook

oncewegethome.

Hefollowedherashepushedthetrolley.Marang

pausedandwalkedbacktocheckthefoodinthe

trolley.

Marang:IthinkIforgotsomething,I’llbeback.



Shewalkedtotheotheraislewhereshepickedthe

cannedstuff.Astrangeoldwomanpassedbyher

andpaused.ShelookedatMarang.

Her:Hi..

Marangturnedandsmiled.

Marang:Hello.

Her:Don’thugjustanyoneanddon’tletanyonetouch

yourstomach.Praytoo,noteveryonewantstosee

youwithachild.

Marangfrowned.

Her:Pregnancysuitsyoubythewaychild.

TheladywalkedawayandMarangwantedtoaskher

aboutwhatshesaidbutherhandswerefull.She

walkedbackhopingtoseetheoldladybutshedidn’t.

ShefoundJoshuaandputthestuffinsidethetrolley.



Theyjoinedthequeueandshestillhadafrownon

herface.

Joshua:What’swrong?

Marang:n-nothing..

Shefoldedherhandsandsighed.

Marang:CanIwaitinthecar?

Joshuahandedherthekeysandshestoodonhertip

toestokisshischeekbeforeshewalkedoutofthe

storewithhopestoseethatoldwoman.Shereally

disappearedlikethat?Shewalkedtotheircarand

shegotinside.Shetouchedhertummyandsaida

shortprayer.

Tenminuteslater,Joshuawasplacingthegroceryat

theback.Shereallywantedtogotohergranny’s

grave.

Joshuajoinedherinthecarandhestartedthecar.



Joshua:areyousureyouarefinesweetness?

Marang:Yeslove.

Hereversedoutoftheparkingspotandhejoined

theroadthatledoutoftheshoppingcomplex.

AttheAirport

Phemelokissedherbabies’cheeksbeforeshe

huggedherparents.Theowasthelastpersonshe

hugged.

Phemelo:Iloveyouokayandtakecareofourboys.If

youneedanything,myparentsandyourparentsare

availableifyouneedanything.

Theo:Iloveyoutooanddon’tworry.Justaceyour

testsandexamsandmakeusproudbeautiful.

Phemelo:Okay.



Shebrokethehugandwavedasshemadeherway

totheaircraft.Theywavedbackandshewalked

holdingbacktears.Shedidn’twanttobeseparated

from herchildrenbutshehadto.

Atthenewplot

Marang:Thisisnotthecemetery..

Joshua:Relax,wewillgothereafterthis.

Marang:Wherearewe?Anditlookslikeanew

building..

Joshuaparkedhiscarfrom adistanceandhe

helpedhiswifeoutofthecar.Marangheldontohis

arm astheyapproachedthebuilding.Shefrowned

lookingatthehouse.Sherecognizedthis,from the

plantheyhadinitiallyofthehousetheywantedto

build.

Joshua:Italwaysslippedmymind.Ididbuytheland

andourhouseisunderway.



Maranglookedaroundandatthebuilders.They

wereatwindowlevel.

Marang:Thedoublestorey?

Joshua:Yesbabe..Ithinkinafewmonthsitwillbe

complete.Wehavebeensavingforthisandwewill

havetofurnishit.Includethechildren’sroomslike

ourinitialplan.

Maranglaughedtearfully.

Marang:Wealwayssaidwewillhavethreechildren

nowwehavefour..

Joshua:Evenifwecanhaveten.

Marang:Nosir.Nosir.No!Iam notpushingten

headsoutofmyvagina.Nodoc.Never.Itcannever

beme.

Joshua:Wewillsee.

Marang:Iwillkillyou.

Sheletgoofhisarm andwalkedaround,she

greetedthebuilderswhogreetedherwith



excitement.Theirdreamswerefinallycomingtrue.

Shecouldn’twaittostartworkingandcontribute

moremoneyatleastmoneyenoughtofurnishthe

housewitheverythingtheyneed.

Marang:Greatjobguys.

Shelookedatthebuilding.Joshuastoodnexttoher.

Marang:Youforgottotellmethis?Theywillbedone

buildingintwomonthsandwillstartpaintingandall

that.

Joshua:Yesbabe.

Marang:Thankyou.

Joshua:Youdon’thavetothankme.

Marang:Mydreamscametruebecauseofyou.Ilove

youbaby.

Joshua:Iloveyoutoo.Wecangonow.

Marang:Okay.



Theysaidbyeandwalkedtotheircar.

Marang:Babysincewearehavingfourkids,afamily

carwouldbeokay.Fortheirhospitalvisitsandall.

Joshua:Inthreemonthsokay?

Marang:Okay.

Joshua:Wecansellthisoneandbuyafamilycar.

Marang:It’sstillfine,thekidsfirst.Maybeaftertheir

firstbirthdaywewillbuythecarswedesire.

Joshua:True.

Hekissedhercheekandbuckledherup.Shepulled

thejacketcloseashereversed.

AttheColtons

MaJoshuawaslookingatbabyclothesonanonline

catalog.Hergrandkidswouldlookcuteinthat.She

madethepurchaseswithawhiteheart.Shecouldn’t



waittobabysitthem andwonderedwhotheywould

like.MarangorJoshua?Orhaveamixofboththeir

genes?Thiswasanexcitingtimeanditwasjust

happinessintheirfamily.

AttheCemetery

Marangdustedthetombstonewithherhandsand

smiled.

Marang:Mmaiyehi.Iam backandIhavegreatnews.

JoshuaandIareexpectingfourbabiesverysoon.

Yourgreatgreatgrandchildma.Iwishyouwerehere

toseeandholdthem butyouhadtogo.Thelast

timeIwashereIwasn’thappybutnowIam ma.I

am veryhappyandexcitedtoo.Ididn’tbringflowers

butthisweekIwillbehere,takingmytimetoclean

andthengiveyouwhiteflowers.Justcontinue

restinginpeacemylove.Iloveyoualways.

Marangsmiledasshekissedherhandandplacedit



onthetombstone.Herheartwasalwaysatpeace

hereandmaybewhileshewasheresheshouldvisit

everytwoweeks.Whatthatoldladysaidwasburied

atthebackofhermindfornow.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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Afewdayslater

AtBobonong

NadiagotonthefirstbustoFrancistown.Shesat

comfortablyonthechair.Shewasgoingtodropoff

applicationsforworkmaybeshewillfindsomething

thatside.Evenajobasanannywouldsufficeatthis

point.Beingunemployedwashurtingherandshe

couldn’trelyonherparentswhenshewasthisold.

ShewouldbedroppingoffherCVatshopsandday

carecenters.

Shesighedandleanedbackasthebusconductor

toldpeoplewherethebuswasgoingandshe



pressedherphonetokeepherselfcompany.She

scrolledthroughFacebookandshesawthatJoshua

hadupdatedhisprofilepicturewithaselfieofhis

wife.Shereadthecaption,‘thisiswhatshegetsup

towhensheisholdingmyphone ’

Shelookeddifferentsomehow.Maybeitwas

becauseofthechubbycheeksandshewassmiling.

Shewasbeautifulandwhichmanwouldleavehis

wifeforanunemployedgraduate?Lookingatthat

merefactthoughshedidn’tknowwhatshedidorif

shewasinschool.Therewasalotshedidn’tknow

abouthiswifebecausetheyneverspendalotof

timeatthevillage.

Thebusstartedmovingtwentyminuteslateronceit

wasfullyoccupiedandNadiagotcomfortable.She

wouldarriveintwohoursandthatmeansshewould

betherearoundhalfeightornine.

AtJoshua’shouse



Marangmoanedasherhusbandmadeslowloveto

her.Whatdidshedotodeservethismorningglory?

Orhewasjusthorny?Heslidoutofherleavinga

trailofsemenbehindandhekissedherlips.

Joshua:Iloveyousweetness.

Marang:Mhmm..

Helookedatherbarefullbreasts.Hewascarefulto

stayawayfrom them becausetheyweresensitive

andshedidn’tlikeherbreaststobetouchedthese

daysthoughtheylookedgoodforsucking.She

lookedathim throughhoodedeyelids,shewas

satiatedandwantedtosleepnow.

Joshua:I’llwakeyouupwhenIleaveforworkokay?

Shenoddedandturnedtohersideclosinghereyes.

Hepushedherhairbackandkissedhersaltyneck.

Shewasbeautiful.Hegotupfrom bedandcovered

herupwiththeblanketsbeforeheheadedtothe

bathroom forashower.



AnhourlaterMarangwasfastasleep.Shehadher

handsaroundhertummyandshesnoredsoftly.

Joshua:Sweetness?

Hebentdownbyherside.Heshouldn’twakeherup

butshealsohadanonlinetesttodaysheneededto

getreadyfor.

Joshua:baby?

Marang:hmm?

Joshua:Wakeup,youhaveanonlinetestintwo

hoursbabygirl.

Sheyawnedandkepthereyesclosed.Ithadslipped

hermind.

Joshua:Onfamilymedicine..

Marang:Mmh..

Joshua:I’m notleavinguntilyouarefullyawake.I

justrememberedthatwhenIwasintheshower.



Marangfinallyopenedhereyesandyawnedagain.

Marang:DidIstudy?(yawning)

Helaughedkissingher.

Joshua:Yeah.You’restillsleepy..

Hewaitedtillshesatuprightandrubbedhereyes.

Hesatnexttoheronthebedandheldher.

Joshua:Awake?

Marang:Eerra.Thanks.

Henoddedandlethergo.

Marang:MaybeIshouldgotoworkwithyou.Itwill

helpwithmyroundstooandIcanbe

supervised.You’llwritethetestwithme?Skolose

boima(schoolistough)(yawning)

Joshua:Youwanttogowithme?

Shenodded.

Marang:Iwon’tjustbehome,kepushasyllabusgape.



Joshua:Takeabathandgetready.I’llmakeyou

somethingtoeat.

Marang:Youarewritingwithmeakere?IswearI

don’tremembershit.Tlherrawenakago

kopa.(please,I’m beggingyou)

Joshua:Okay.Gotakeabath,beingthirtyminutes

lateisnothing.

Marang:Thankyou.Kagoratarraagwediquads

autwe?(Iloveyouokay?)

Shekissedhischeekandhelaughed.

Joshua:Yagotlhapatlhemma.(gobathplease)

Marang:Eerra.

Sheslowlygotoutofbedandwalkedtothe

bathroom.Joshualookedatthesheetsandhe

removedthesheets.Heheardthewaterrunning.

Finally.Hegotfreshsheetsandmadethebed.He

walkedoutofthebedroom whileshewasbathing.

Heneededtomakesomethingforher,something

healthy.Hewantedhertostopeatinggreasyfood.



Regardlessofhercravings,thatwasn’thealthyfor

herandsheknewit.

Heoptedforfruits,juice,toastandyoghurt.Bythe

timeshecamedowninanotherlongdressandher

whitecoatshelookedatthefood.

Marang:Babydiheletse?(isthatall?)

Joshua:Babewhatmoredoyouwant?

Marang:Fishfingers,Russianandeggs.Don’tforget

thatburgeryoumadeformeyesterday.

Joshua:Iwouldrathermaketheburgerrightnow,

youareconsumingtoomuchoils.

Marang:Okay.I’lleatthatbutmaketheburgeree.

Shesatonthechairandstartedeatingwhilehe

madetheburger.Shemovedherlegsupanddown.

Shecouldstilltouchhertoesfornow.Shesmiled.

Hewasbusymakingfoodforherwhileinhisscrubs

withhiscologneonhim.



Marang:DoctorColton?

Joshua:Yes?

Marang:Iloveyou.

Hesmiledplacingtheburgerinfrontofher.He

kissedherandshedeepenedthekisswrappingher

smallarmsaroundhisneck.

Marang:Work.Ihavetofocus.

Helaughed.

Joshua:I’m theonewhohastofocus,Ican’tfocus

whenyouarearoundme.

Marang:Focus.Wewritemytestmme.JoshuaI

havetogetahundredbecauseyouarewritingwith

meandyougraduatedkaGPAerobust.

Joshua:I’m notpromisinganything.

Marang:Don’tdothattome,don’t!

Shelethim goandshegotherburger.Shetouched



herneck,shedidn’ttakeherstethoscope.

Marang:waitforme..

Shewalkedtothebedroom bitingintotheburger.

Atthehospital

Marangclosedherminilaptopasshegotupfrom

hislap.Thetestwasoverandshehopedshegot

everythingcorrectsincehewashelpingher.

Marang:Thankyou.Ihavetogetbacktowork.

Joshua:Byebaby.

Marangwalkedoutofhisofficeandpulledherhair

back.Shewillseehowlongshelastsnow.Without

hercomplainingabouthungerandbesidesthis

walkingupanddownisenoughexerciseforher.She

slippedherphoneinhercoatpocket.Sheturned

backandwalkedtowhereSeeletsowas.



Marang:Wearegoingoutatlunchtime.

Seeletso:Okaydoc,youaredisturbingmenow.

Marangrolledhereyesandwalkedaway.She

checkedthetime.Lunchtimewasn’tthatfarand

shedidn’tknowwhyshewasthinkingoffoodonly.

Sheshouldgoonwithherday.

Intown

Nadiadroppedoffherdocumentsatdifferentshops

andatdaycarecentershopingthattheywill

considerheroncetheystarthiring.Shesatata

benchnearbyandusedherhandkerchieftowipethe

sweatonherface.Sheneedstobuysomethingto

eatbutsheknewitmustbefullbecausemost

workersareonalunchbreak.Shestoodupand

walkedtoPicknPay.Shejoinedthelineforfast

foodandsheheardafamiliarvoice.Sheturnedand

sawSeeletsowhowaswalkingwithJoshua’swife.

Marangifshewasnotmistaken.Shetookagood

lookatthebothofthem andfrowned.Marang



lookedpregnantandwasaboutsixifnotseven

monthsbecausehertummywasbigandvisible.She

facedtheotherway.Nowondershelookedchubby

onJoshua’sprofilepicture.Shewasexpectingtheir

child.

Shelookeddownembarrassed.Shecameontoa

marriedmanbecausehisauntthoughthiswife

wasn’tsuitableandcouldn’tcarrykidsbuthereshe

was.Glowing,pregnantandhappy.

MeanwhileMaranglookedatSeeletso.

Marang:Jointhelineandbuythechicken,theone

withfreshchips.Boxthetwo.Anotheroneisfor

Josh,I’m suremypoorhusbandishungryandwhat

areyoubuying?

Seeletso:Justfreshchips.

Marang:I’llbuydrinksandsomecustard.I’llwaitfor

youtopayorcanIpayfirstandgotothecar.Wait

foryouthere?



Seeletso:Youshouldn’tbeonyourfeetfortoolong.

SeeletsogaveMaranghercarkeys.

Seeletso:Tshwara.Youcanwaitformeinthecar.

Marang:Ialsowantustopassbythisshoptoobut

I’llwait(takingthecarkeys)

Shewalkedawaywithherlittlebasketandwentto

buythestuffshementioned.Seeletsojoinedtheline

andlookedahead.NadiawatchedMarangwalk

away.Shewasbeautifulinallhershortnessandshe

waslightskinnedtoo.

BythetimeMarangwasdonepaying,Seeletsowas

onthequeuewaitingtopay.Shewalkedoutofthe

shopwiththeplasticandshecoveredherheadwith

herhand.Itwastoosunnyforher.Shewalkedtothe

carandunlockedit.Shemadeherselfcomfortable.

Joshuawasn’tgoingtoletherdriveherself

anywhereandshewasgoingtoleaveitatthat.She



gotherphoneandtextedhim.

Marang:Hellobaby(accompaniedbyaselfie)

DrBae:Heysweetness.

Marang:SoafterdroppingyourlunchI’m heading

straighthome.

DrBae:issomethingwrong?

Marang:Iwanttorest,I’m tired.

DrBae:Okaylove.RestandI’llfindyouthere.Don’t

cook.I’llcookwhenIknockoff.

Marang:ThankyouandIloveyou.

DrBae:Iloveyoumoresweetthing.

Shesmiledandplacedherphonedown.Letso

shouldbehereanyminutefrom now.Sheopened

thedoorandstuckherheadouttocheckifshewas

onherway.Shesawherfrom adistance.Shewas

onherway.



Sheleanedbackandwaitedforhertoreachthecar.

Seeletsoopenedthedoorandshegotinside.

Marang:Sisterinlawwearegoingtoalingerieshop.

Seeletso:Marangdon’tcorruptmeplease.Iam a

virgin.

Marang’sjawdropped.

Marang:Nyaamma.Wearegoingtoalingerieshop.

Seeletso:ohGod!

Marang:Youaremissingitout.Iwon’tsaymuch

becauseI’m talkingaboutyourbrotherandImight

traumatizeyou..

Seeletso:Don’tgoon.(coveringherears)

Marang:sexemonatemma!(laughing)don’tstarve

poorJadentlhe.Kanaonceamanknowshowto

movehiswaistandh-ohfuck!Noletmeshutup,ke

buathatakamonnawame.

SeeletsolookedatMarangandsheclappedher

hands.

Marang:What?Emonateakeredck.Kereng?I



wouldn’tbepregnantrightnowifIwasscaredof

dck(shrugging)

Seeletso:obuadiloMarang..

Maranggrinned.

Marang:Startthecar,wearegoingtoalingerieshop

sisandI’m notdebatingit.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME
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Atthelingerieshop

Marangpoured.Hertummywastoobigsoshe

wouldsettleforabraandpantieswithasilkgown.

SeeletsolookedatMarangwhohadnoworriesand

shewashonestlyspeechless.

MarangwalkedtowhereSeeletsowasandshesat

nexttoher.

Marang:Youdoknowyoareoldenoughtobuy

lingeriesevenifitnotforyourmanoranything?

Seeletso:Marangyoh!

Shelaughed.

Marang:Sisit’scoolthough.Justasinglepieceee,



formethen.Please.

Seeletso:FinebutIam shookethMarang.

Marang:Let’sgotothataisle.Ithasnicepiecesthat

donotfitme.

Seeletso:whatdoyoulookforwhenyoubuylingerie.

MarangwalkedalongsideLetsoasshebrushedher

tummy.

Marang:Itshouldbecomfortable.Likedon’tbuy

somethingyouwon’tfeelcomfortablein,youshould

loveittoo.That’sall.

Seeletsolookedatthepiecesastheshopladies

watchedthetwoladiesshop.Thepregnantlady

lookedbeautifulandshewasglowingtoo.Ifonly

everyonecouldlookthatgoodwhilepregnant.

Bytheendoftheirshortshoppingspree,Seeletso

hadtwosetsandMarangwaspurchasingfive.

Includingothershewillwearpostpregnancy.The

piecesmightnotbethereinafewmonthssoitwas



bettersheboughtthem now.

Afterpayingthetwoladieswalkedoutoftheshop

andMarangtalkedallthewaytothecar.Seeletso

hadtoadmitthatMarangwasgrownandshewasa

marriedwoman.WhydidMarangandherbrother

makelovelooksoeasyandeffortless?

Marang:Canyoudropmehome?Ineedtorest.Josh

saidit’sfine.

Seeletso:youareluckyIloveyou.

Marang:Iloveyoutoo(smiling)

Theygotinsidethecarandshebuckledup.

Atthebusrank

Nadiagotinsidethebusthatwouldtakeherhome.

Shewouldbethereprobablybefore5pm.Shewas

crossingfingersthatshemightgetajobinthenext



fewdaysandshewasdone.Shewouldnolonger

chaseafterJoshua.Heneverreallyshowedinterest

inherbeforeandwhywouldhewhenhehadawife

likethat?

Sheleanedbackandwaitedforthebustofillup.

AtJoshua’shouse

Marangsatdownonthecouchaftershehadtried

thosepregnancyworkouts.Thoseworkoutswill

missher.Shecannotdeal.Shefelttooheavyforthat

besidesshehadbetterideasforamuchmore

satisfyingworkout.

Shetookherphoneanddialedanumber.

Marang:Hello...Iwouldliketoplaceanorder...canit

bedelivered?....what’sonthemenu?



Shestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom whereshe

lookedattheblankets.Everythingwasalwaysclean

intheirhouseandshecouldn’twaittilltheirnew

housewasfinished.Imaginehowitwouldlookwith

abackyardgardenandaswimmingpool.

Shereallywantedtosurpriseherhusbandwiththe

foodandinturnhewillgetamassage.Thenthey

wouldtalkaboutyesterday’sfirsttherapysession.

Shehaddiscoveredthatshedidn’tknowalotabout

herhusbandyetheknewherlikethebackofhis

hand.Okaysheknewhim butnothischildhood.He

hadatendencyofkeepingalotofthingstohimself

andapartofherwashappythatshebroughtoutthe

bestinhim atalltimes.

Shewouldwaitfortheordersheplacedandthen

shewouldtakeabath.

Laterthatday



Joshua’scarparkedinit’sregularspotandhegot

outofthecar.Firsthewoulddoischangehis

clothesandthengetstartedondinner.Hewassuch

astellarhusbandifhewouldsaysohimself.He

knockedonthedoorbeforeopeningit.Hefrowned

thensmiledseeingthesmallsetup.Shelitcandles

andhadputthepillowsonthemat.Therewasalso

foodonthetable.That’swhyshesaidshewantedto

rest.Marangwalkedoutofthebedroom tyingher

silkrobewhileJohnLegendandJhenèAiko’sU

move,Imoveplayedsoftlyinthebackground.

Marang:Heybaby.Letmegetyourbag.

Joshua:Youdidthisforme?

Marang:Yes.Youcanchangeandyouwillfindme

here.

Shekissedhischeekandgothisbagheadingtothe

bedroom.Hesilentlyfollowedhiswifethereand

wrappedhisarmsaroundher.



Joshua:Iloveyou.

Marang:Same.Changelove,youarestillinyour

scrubs.

Hedidsowithasmile.

AtBobonong

Nadiasatdownasshetalkedtohermother.

Nadia:IsentoutmydocumentsandIam crossing

fingersthattheyhireme.

MaNadia:Ihopesotoo.

Nadia:andmamacanyoutalktoJoshua’saunt?She

shouldstoppushingmetowardsJoshua,hehasa

pregnantwifetotakecareof.

MaNadiagasped.

MaNadia:apparentlyitwassaidsheisbarren.



Nadia:sheisnot.IsawherinFrancistown.Shewas

glowingandsopretty.Ijustneedtofocusonmyself

rightnowandnottrytogetinmarriedpeople’s

issues.

MaNadia:Youareright.

Nadia:Mhmm.AndIwillstopgoingthere.Weare

neighborsbutthatdoesn’tmeanIshoulddostufffor

them.

MaNadia:okaymychild.

Nadiayawnedandsaidgoodnightheadingtoher

room.

.

.

*

I’lltrytopostthreeinsertseachdaytillthebook

ends.AndIwouldliketotellyouthatthepage

WhatsAppnumberwillbeunavailableforsometime.

Myphonedoesn’tworkandtheoneIhaveright



now Idon’tevenwanttotalkaboutitbecause

it’snotevenmine Somyapologiestothosewho

sentmessagestothepageWhatsAppnumberandI

didn’trespond.Ineverignoreyourmessageseven

thoughIreplylate.

Ohandprepareyourhearts.Theroadaheadis...sad.

Innotsomanywords.Haveablessednightfamily



THEGAME
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AtJoshua’shouse

Marangsatonhislapastheytalkedabouttheir

therapysession.

Marang:Youshouldlearntotalktomeabout

anythingandeverything.IkeepsayingthatIam not

adelicateflowerJosh.BabeIam 23now.

Hechuckled.

Joshua:Yougrewupfast.

Marang:Gakebatle(laughing)

Joshua:I’m sousedtobeingtheprotector,provider

andnurturerintherelationshipIdon’tknowanything

else.



Marang:IknowthatbutweareinthistogetherJosh.

Icanneverjudgeyou,never.Youseehere(touching

herchesttoshowherheart)that’swhereIkeepall

yourloveandeverythingaboutyou.Babeevenifit’s

2am inthemorning,don’thesitatetotalktome.I

takecareofyouandyoutakecareofme.

Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandkissed

hischeek.

Marang:areyoufull?

Joshua:Iknowyoudidn’tcookthefood.Iknowyour

cooking.

Marangshrugged.

Marang:AslongasyouateandarefullI’m good

baby.

Joshua:thankyou.

Hishandsettledaroundherbuttandshebither

lowerlip.Joshuaremovedthesilkgownandsmiled

kissinghercleavage.



Joshua:thisisnew.

Marang:justforyou(touchingthebackofhishead)

Joshua:Youlooksexymamabear.

Shelaughedashelickedthetopofherbreasts.

Marang:Iknowyouarelying.

Hepickedherupandwalkedtothebedroom with

herinhisarms.Hegentlyplacedheronthebed.He

didn’tknowhowhegotsolucky.Marangwatched

him removehissweatpants.Eveninhis30she

lookedgood.Hejoinedheronthebedandshe

giggled.Joshuaheldherfaceandkissedherpink

lipswhilehisotherhandslippedintoherpanties.

Shemoanedintothekissfeelinghisbighanddown

there.Thenightwasgoingtobelong.

Aroundmidnight



Marangopenedhereyesfeelingpangsofpain

aroundherabdomenandlookedatherhusbandwho

wasfastasleep.Shelookedaroundthedarkroom

andrubbedhertummy.Thatwaswhenthewordsof

thatoldwomancametomind.Sherubbedher

tummyandthoughtofwakingherhusbandbuthe

lookedsopeaceful.

Itwasprobablynothingandshewasworryingover

nothing.Sheclosedhereyesbutthepaingotworse.

Sherememberedthetimeshethoughtnothingof

thepainfiveyearsagoandshelostherfirstborn

child.ShebreathedinandoutandshookJoshua.

Marang:Baby?Babe?

Hefacedtheotherwayandshesighed.Sheshook

him again.

Marang:Babetsogatlherragobotlhoko(wakeup

please,it’spainful)

Heopenedhiseyesandyawnedsittingupright.

Marangusedherfiststowipehertears.



Joshua:Heyangelwhat’swrong?

Marang:IthurtslikethelasttimeIlostourbaby.

Joshua:Shit!

Hejumpedofbedtowearhisboxersandhepicked

hissweatpantsfrom thefloor.Hefoundateeand

worethat.Hegotherlonggownfrom thewardrobe

andhelpedherwearit.Hegotthecarkeysbefore

pickingherup.

Joshua:Whendidthepainsstart?Talktome..

Marang:afewminutesagowhenIwokeup.

Joshua:Okay,wearegoingtothehospitalrightnow

babyokay?

Shenoddedsniffing.

Marang:maybeit’smyfault...

Joshua:Don’tsaythat.



Heusedonehandtounlockthedoorandopenedit.

Heunlockedthecarandopenedthedoortoplace

herinside.Herushedtothehousetolockitbefore

rushingbacktothecar.

Joshua:Babybreatheformeandmassageyour

tummy.

Shedidashesaidastearsstreameddownherface.

Marang:Ithu-hurts.IfItookwhatthatoldladysaid

intoconsiderationan-

Joshuastartedthecarandlookedbehindashe

reversed.

Joshua:Babybreath.Whatoldlady?Breathangel,

we’llbeatthehospitalinnotime.

Marang:Wh-whenwewereatthegrocerystorean

oldladysaidIshouldn’tletanyonetouchmytummy

oranyonehugm-me.Shesaidnoteveryonewants

toseemewithachild(crying)

Joshua:Sweetnessbreathandmassagewhereit



hurtsokay?Don’tpanic,youareraisingyourblood

pressureandwedon’twanthypertensionatthis

stageofpregnancy.Thequadsareokay..

Hesaidashedrovetothehospital.Hekepton

reassuringherallthewaytothehospital.Hewas

surehewasfastenoughtocrashthecarbutdidit

evenmatterwhenhehadtorushhiswifetothe

hospitalinthemiddleofthenight.Hegotoutofthe

carandpickedherup.

Joshua:Heytrytobreathokay.

Shenoddedandkeptherhandsonhertummy.

Joshuawalkedinsidethehospitalwithherandthe

staffthatwasonthenightshiftlookedathim.

Marangwasdoingroundsearliertodayandshewas

perfectlyfine.

Joshua:Someonepreparearoom forher.

Heusedhisthumbtowipehertears.

Joshua:Sweetnesswearehere,doesitstillhurt?



Shenoddedandhekissedthetopofherhead.A

nurseledhim totheroom andheplacedheronthe

bed.

Joshua:CanIhavecleanscrubs?

Theirhospitalobstetricianwalkedinside.

Her:JoshuaI’m afraidthatIwon’tletyouhandlethis

one.Youcan’ttreatherwhenyouareherhusband.

Joshua:I’vebeendoingthatforthepastyears.In-

Her:I’m afraidyouwon’tbeadoctorforthisone.

Hesighedashesatonthechairnexttothebedand

heldherhand.Hekissedherhand.

Joshua:Babe,I’m hereandit’sgoingtobeokayokay?

Shenoddedastheytookherotherhandconnecting

ittotheIVdrip.

Her:Wewillrunascaninafewminutesandfindthe



problem.

Joshualookedathiscolleague.Hedidn’twanttosit

here,hewantedtofindoutwhatwashappeningand

helphiswife.Theybothknewshewasfarfrom

givingbirth.Shewasonlyfourmonthspregnantbut

thenwithamultiplepregnancyanythingwas

possible.

Hesighedandpushedherhairbackkissingher

foreheadwhilstreassuringherwhilethedoctorand

nursedidtheirthing.

Thefollowingmorning

AtBobonong

MaNadiacalledtheauntoverbythefence.

MaNadia:Goodmorning.

Aunt:Morning.IheardNadiawasintownlookingfor



ajob.

MaNadia:Yes.Aboutthat,Nadiasaysshedoesn’t

wanttobeforcedontoJoshua.

Aunt:Weweren’tforcingher,itwasjustasuggestion

andshedidn’thavetodoanything.

MaNadia:Wellshewantstofocusonherselfandit’s

ofnousesincehiswifeispregnant.

Theauntlaughedandclappedherhands.Who?That

Marang?Pregnant?Itwouldtakeamiracleforherto

fallpregnant.Nadiawasprobablysayingitjustso

shehumblyrecoversfrom Joshua’srejection.

MaNadia:DidIsayanythingfunny?

Aunt:(snorting)no.I’m justsurprisedthatsheis

pregnant.Ifshewaswewould’veknowndon’tyou

think?

MaNadiashrugged.

MaNadia:wellNadiasayssheispregnantandshe

doesn’twanttoruinamarriagesolet’spretendthis

surrogacytalkneverhappened.



Aunt:Nadiaisserious?

MaNadia:Youcancallandaskher...

Aunt:Callher.

MaNadiacalledherdaughterwhowalkedoutofthe

house,shewasstillpolishingthefloorandnowthey

calledher.

MaNadia:NadiaakereyousawMarang?

Nadia:ShewasintheshopwithSeeletso.Ididn’tsay

hithough.

Aunt:Sheispregnant?

Nadia:Eemma.CanIfinishcleaning?

HermothernoddedandNadiawalkedaway.The

auntwasshocked.Pregnant?How?When?

.

.

*
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Atthehospital

TheobstetricianexaminedMarangagainthat

morning.Joshuawasholdingherhandsthroughit

all.

Her:Heydoc.

Marangsmiledsoftlyasshetriedtositupright.

Her:Youguyswereworryingovernothing,thebabies

wereshiftinganditwaspainfulonhersidebecause

themotherisjustsotiny.

Joshuabreathedasighofreliefkissingherhands.

Her:SoIwillkeepyouhereanextradaybutsheis

fine.Thereisnothingwrongandwehaveahealthy



pregnancyrighthere.

Joshua:Thankyou.

Her:Itoldyounottoworry.Excuseme.

ShewalkedoutandMarangrubbedhertummy.

ThankGodallwaswell,shewassoscaredthis

morningthattheremightbesomethingwrongand

shedidn’twanttoloseevenone.Silenceenveloped

theroom andherubbedherhands.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Youmentionedsomethingaboutanold

woman.Yousaidshetoldyounoteveryonewantsto

seeyoupregnant.

Marang:Shedid.Atthegrocerystore.

Joshua:Andwhydidn’tyoutellme?

Marang:Itwasveryrandom andweird.Shelooked

likeakindladythoughbutshedidn’tknowme.

Joshua:regardless(sighing)I’lltalktomymom about



it.Itmaybeasignofsomesortokay.Withthis

delicatepregnancywearenotlettinganythingslide

okaysweetie?

Shenoddedandhekissedherforehead.

Joshua:Iloveyou.

AtBobonong

Theauntservedteatheoldwomanandshesat

downtotakeabitefrom thescone.

Aunt:Ijustheardfrom Nadia..

MaColton:What?

Auntsippedherteabeforeshespilledthetea.

Aunt:apparentlyJoshandMarangareexpecting?

Thegrannyjumpedoutofherseatandululated.

Grandkidsfinally.

MaColton:theLordisgood.Yoh!(ululating)our



ancestorsheardourplea.

Theauntfakedasmile.

Aunt:Finally.Itwasabouttime.

MaColton:Godisgood.Badimobaregopotse(our

ancestorsrememberedus)

Theoldwomanstoodupandwalkedtoherbedroom

whiletheauntscrunchedherface.Howdidthis

happen?Shestoodupandgotherphonewalking

outside.

Shelookedaroundanddialedthenumber.Itrang

threetimesbeforeitwasanswered.

Aunt:Hello?

Voice:Whatdoyouwant?

Aunt:Sheispregnant..

Thelinecutandshetrieditagain.Itdidn’tgo



throughthistime.Shesighedandwalkedbackto

thehouse.Shewillseewhattodo.

Meanwhileinsidethehousetheoldwomancalled

herson.

MaColton:Hello.

RaJosh:Helloma..

MaColton:Andyouguysdidn’ttellmethegood

news?

RaJosh:Whatgoodnewsma?

MaColton:ThatIwillfinallyholdmygreatgrandkids

beforeIdie,Ihadtohearfrom thegrapevine.

RaJosh:WewantedJoshuatotellyou.

MaColton:It’sokay,Iam toohappytoevenscold

him fornotsharingthenews.

ShestartedululatingandRaJoshlaughed.His

mother’sexcitementwastoomuchandtheycantalk

toJoshuaandMarangtoseeiftheywillallowthe



oldladytohelponcethekidswerehere.Theycould

useanelderwhoknewaboutthesethingssincehis

wifehasnevereverlookedafteranygrandkidsand

oldpeopleknewthesethingsreallywell.

MaColton:I’llcallJoshua.Byemyson.I’m sohappy.

Theancestorshaverememberedus.

ShehungupandRaJoshlaughed.

Atthehospital

Joshuafedhiswifeassherubbedhertummy.

Marang:Haveyouthoughtofnames?

Joshua:Afterthescanwewillknowwhowonthebet

thenwehavenamesuggestions.

Marang:akeremonthendyouandIaregoingbaby

shopping?



Joshua:Yes.

Hisphoneranginhispocketandhetookitout.

MarangpeekedandsawthecallerId.Joshua

answeredandputthephoneonloudspeaker.

Joshua:Hello..

ShestartedbyululatingandMaranglaughedsoftly.

Whatwasthereason?

MaColton:Congratulationsmychildren.

Joshua:Mmaiye?

MaColton:Ourancestorsheardourplea.Weare

havingagrandchild.

Joshua:Thankyou.

MaColton:I’llbethere.Thereisalottobedoneto

protectthemothertobe,Iam coming.

Joshua:Okayma.

Marang:Hello..



Sheululatedsomemoreandshelaughed.

MaColton:Youjustmademehappy.

Marang:Gladyouarehappyma.

Theoldladywentontoblababoutwheresheheard

thenewsandhowtheydidn’ttellherfirst.Onceshe

hungupMarangfrowned.

Marang:HaveIseenNadiabefore?

Joshua:Idon’tthinkyoupaycarefulattention.

Marang:Yaanongnowwearethetalkofthevillage?

Joshua:Idon’tthinkweshouldgothere..

Marang:Ithinksotoobutyourgrannyiscool.She

mighthelptoo.

Joshua:Besidesoldwomenknowalot.

Marang:Awholelot.Bathongpeoplegossipyoh.I

wantedapeacefulpregnancykana.Somethinglow

key.



Joshua:Iknowbabygirl.

Hekissedhercheek.

.

.

*

*

*
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Laterthatday

AtJoshua’shouse

Thedoctorhadclearedhiswifeofanythingandshe

washealthysotherewasnothingkeepingthem in

hospital.AtthismomentMarangwaspeacefully

asleepandheletherbe,shewasgoingtowakeup

hungryanddemandforfood.Hewillgetstartedon

thatbutheneededtoaskhismotheraboutwhat

Marangsaid.

Hecalledhismother.

MaJosh:Hello..



Joshua:Heymom,Ihaveaquestion.

MaJosh:Iam listening.

Joshua:SoMarangsaidwhenwewereatthegrocery

storeshesawanoldladywhotoldhertobevery

carefulaboutherpregnancy.Shesaidtheoldlady

saidnobodymusttouchherstomachorhugher

becausenoteveryonewantstoseeherwithachild..

MaJoshuasatdownandthoughtaboutit.

MaJosh:Ifwhatweweretoldgrowingupwastrue,

thenthatoldladymusthavebeenaguardianangel

orsomethingalongthoselinesdeeponwhatyou

believein.Sheshouldreallytakethatwarning.

Pregnancyisadelicatestagebecausethat’swhen

enemiesdecidetopounceandnowthatIthink

aboutitmaybethat’swhyittooksolongforyou

guystofallpregnantwhentherewasabsolutely

nothingwrong.Maybetherearepeoplewhodonot

wanttoseeherhappywithachildandjusthateher.



Joshuaclosedhiseyes.Thewayhismotherputit

madesomuchsensebecausemedicallytherewas

nothingwrongwiththem andthat’swhyithad

frustratedhislittlewifesomuch.Thattheywere

healthyandfertilebutstillcouldn’tfallpregnant.

MaJosh:Itmustmeanherguidesarestrongifshe

gotsuchawarning.Sheshouldprayandyour

grandmotherknowsalotaboutthesetraditional

things.ImeanwhenIwaspregnantshewastheone

whocameanddidthethings.Ihavenoideawhat

shedidbutlookatyouguysallhealthy.I’llcallherto

comeover.Justher.

Joshua:Shecalledearlier.

MaJoshuafrowned.

MaJosh:Okay.

Joshua:Sheknows.ApparentlyaNadiasawmywife

anddecidedtotellthewholevillagethatsheis

expecting.

MaJosh:uhu!Thatonewhoyouruncle’swifesaid



mustbeyoursurrogate?Metlholo!(clappingher

hands)whenwillpeoplelearntomindtheirown

businessbathong?

Joshua:Ihavenoidea.

MaJosh:Regardless,yourgrandmotherwillcome.

Sheknowswhattodoandtheseoldpeopleknowa

lotofthings.

Joshua:Thankyou.

MaJosh:TellMarangtopraytoo.Thatmighthelp.

Wewantallthosefourchildrenandthemotheralive

andhealthy.

Joshua:Willdo.Bye.

MaJosh:Bye.

Hehungupandstaredathisphoneforawhile

beforehestoodup.Hecouldn’tstopthinkingofthe

whatifs.Whatifsomeonewasplanningtoharm his

wifeandkids?Losingasinglechildfrom thosefour

wouldkillhiswife.Shewassoexcitedtobea

motherandaftersolong,shewasgoingtobeoneto



fourchildren.

AtBobonong

Theauntsatonherbedandsighed.How?Thatwas

thequestionthatponderedinherhead.Howwas

Marangpregnant?Ofcourseshedidn’tlikethelittle

girl.Everyonelikedherandtalkedabouther

mannerism andherbeauty.Shewastooperfectfor

herlikingevenatfamilygatheringsthestubborn

peoplelikedher.

Thepersondidn’tevenknowherparents,shedidn’t

evenknowherancestorsandwasneversureof

whereshecamefrom.Shealsolookedfamiliar.Too

familiareverytimeshelookedather.Therewas

somethingshecouldn’tputherfingeroninregards

toMarang’sidentitybecauseshesaidhermother

diedwhenshewasyoungandhergrandmotherdied

whenshewasateenager.



Butrightnowthatwasnotimportant.Shewasn’t

supposedtofallpregnantinthefirstplace.She

neededtoseethepersonwhohelpedher.Shedida

verywackyjobifMarangmanagedtofallpregnant.

Shestoodupandslidherfeetintotheshoes,shegot

herbagandphonetoo,

Aunt:Ineedtogo.

Shesaidtoherselfasshewalkedoutofthe

bedroom.

AtJaden’splace

Seeletsosatnexttohim astheytalkedabouttheir

futureplansandlifegoals.

Seeletso:Abighousewouldsufficeright?



Jaden:onewithabackyardandaswimmingpool.

Shesighedplacingherheadonhischest.

Seeletso:Ishouldalsomoveoutofmyparents’

house.

Jaden:housematesarehardtohandle?

Seeletso:YouseethatI’m herewithyou?Ihavetobe

homebytenorelsetheyarelockingthegateandin

themorningIwillhavetoexplainwhereIam from

becauseintheirhouse,everyoneshouldbethereby

ten.

Jaden:Iwillhelpyoulookforabachelorpad.

Seeletso:Thankyou.(kissinghim)

Jaden:Thenyoushouldstartbuyingstuffforyour

house.

Seeletso:ThatmeansIhavetousemysavingsto

furnishthehouse.Yoh!

Jaden:I’llcallsomeoneandseeifahousetorentwill

beavailable.



Seeletso:IthinkbytheendofthemonthIshould

moveout.

Jaden:Talktothehousemates.

Seeletso:Isurewillbabe.Cuddleme.

Hekissedherforehead,

Jaden:Okay,longdayatwork?

Seeletso:Youhavenoidea.Itwasstressfulandtiring.

Jaden:Doyoueverrest?

Seeletso:Iwasofflastweekbutit’shectic

an(yawning)ketired.

Jaden:I’lldriveyouhomeokay?

Seeletso:Thankyoubabe.Iloveyoutoo..

Sheclosedhereyesandcuddledintohim.Minutes

laterhegotupfrom thecouchwithherinhisarms

andhisphonealongtheway.Hewalkedtothe

bedroom andplacedheronthebed.Heyawnedas



heremovedhisshirtandwasleftinhisvest.He

removedhisshoesandjoinedheronthebed.Heset

thealarm tonine.Theywillwakeupandhewilldrive

herhome.

Heplacedthephonebythenightstandandpulled

herbodyintohisbeforehecoveredthem withthe

blanketandclosedhiseyes.Hewasunawarethathe

hadsetthetimetonineinthemorningasheslept

cuddlinghisgirlfriend.

AtBobonong

Theauntlookedaroundbeforesheenteredthehut.

Sheremovedhershoesandsatonthemat.

Shelookedatthelady.Theirenchantmentswere

supposedtoworkbuttheydidn’t.

Aunt:How?



Her:Shefinallyappeasedherguides.

Aunt:How?Why?Shewassupposedtobeblindto

thatandweperformedthatsmallenchantmenttotie

herwomb.

Her:Somethingsareoutofourcontrol.

Aunt:Whatmustbedonenow?Ifit’ssomething,that

childshouldnotsurvive.

Her:Youareplayingwithfire.

Aunt:IknowfireandIhaveneverbeenburntbythe

flames.What’snext?

Theladystartedtalkingandtheauntsmiled.This

wasgoingtobesubtleandveryeasy.

AtJoshua’shouse

Joshuarubbedhertummy,massagingitassheate

herfruits.



Joshua:WhileyouwereasleepItalkedtomymother.

Marang:Okay.

Joshua:Shesaysweshouldprayabouttheissueand

grandmaiscomingsoon.

Marangnodded.

Marang:Ihavenevergonetochurchbefore,akereit’s

justprayer?WearestillGod’schildrenevenifwedo

notgotochurch?

Joshua:westillare.Youwanttostartgoingto

church?

Marang:Idon’tknowwheretostartsowewilljust

pray.Thankyouforthemassage.

Joshua:I’m bondingwithmykids,it’snotforyou.

Marang:Mxm!Tswaha(laughing)

Joshua:Heythereguys.Ihopeyouareallfinein

mommy’stummy.

Marang:theyarefine.

Joshua:BabyI’m nottalkingtoyou..



Sheshookherheadlaughingasherhusbandtalked

tohertummy.Itwaskindofcutethough.

Marang:Sowepraybeforewesleepright?

Joshua:Right?

Marang:Uhm dowehavetoreadtheBible?

Joshua:WecanreadtheBibleandprayaboutitall.

Don’tfretokaylove?Thekidsaregoingtobefine.

Wearefineandeverythingwillbewell.

Marang:trustinGod...

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtJoshua’shouse

MarangsatonthehugeballJoshuaboughtforher

forexercises.Thispregnancywasn’tsupposedto

exceed8monthsoritwouldputheratrisk.The

obstetriciantoldherthatsheistinyandbythelooks

ofitherbabieswereveryhealthyandheavy.Her

bodywon’tbeabletocarryitlongterm sothey

mightcomeanytimefrom hereon.Shelookedatthe

watch.Hesaidhewillbehomebysixanditwas

almostsevenintheevening.Maybehegotdelayed

bysomethingatworkandtodayshemanagedto

cookandcleansoitwassomething.

ShedidthoseexercisesshesawonYouTubeand

hopedtheywereworking.Afterafewminutesshe



gotofftheballandrubbedhertummy.Shewas

heavyanditwassobig.Shewalkedtothebedroom

andpickedherphoneup.Shereadthemessagehe

hadsent.

DrBae:Heysweetness,therewasanemergencyat

thehospital.Iwillbetherebeforenine.Forgiveme

andI’m sorryokay?Don’tpout,Iknowyouare

pouting.Iloveyoubaby

Shesmiled.Shewasgoingtothrowafitwhenhe

camebackifhedidn’tsendamessage.Sheplaced

thephonedownandlaidonthebed.Atthispointof

herpregnancytheystoppedhavingsex,shedidn’t

feellikeitandshewastoobig.Sherememberedthe

dayshetoldhim shedoesn’tfeellikesexanymore.

Helaughedather,heevenhadtearsinhiseyesfrom

thelaughing.Hewaslikeshewasthesexaddictand

shejustrefusedsexservedonasilverplatterlike

that.Sheshookherhead.Peopledidn’tknowhewas

alwaysclowningaroundwhenhewaswithher.



Sheturnedtohersideandtouchedherbelly.She

waswearingawristbandshegotfrom Joshua’s

grandmother.Shesaiditwillalsoprotecther,she

alsohadonearoundheranklenotforgetting

morningandeveningprayers.SheandJoshprayed

everyday.

Herphonerangandshegroaned.Shewantedto

sleep,shewastiredfrom doingallthatworktoday.

Marang:Hello?

Seeletso:Hi.Youaresurethatyoudon’twantababy

shower?

Marang:Reallysure.Don’tplananything,Mmaiye

saidbathobalowaandsomemightapplystuffto

thebabyclothesorthepresentstheybringsono

babyshowers.I’velongwantedthispregnancyandI

justwantallmyfourkids.

Seeletso:Okay.Iunderstandlove.

Marang:Butsendingmoneyneverhurtanyone.

Seeletso:Moneywilldothen.Iwasn’tdisturbingwas



I?

Marang:Notatall.Iwasjustabouttosleep.(softly)

Seeletso:Iwillcheckonyoutomorrowthen.Byelove.

Marang:Bye.

Sheputthephoneawayandyawned.Herbestfriend

wascontinentsawayandbythetimeshegetshere,

thebabieswouldhavebeenbornandshewillgetthe

chancetomeetthebabies.Shewasgoingtogetthe

surpriseofherlife.Meetingfourchildreninsteadof

one.

AttheColtons

Thateveningtheuncledroppedthegrandmotherat

RaJoshua’splace.

Aunt:Willweseethemothertobe?

MaColton:Notnow.Letthepoorchildbreathand

enjoyherpregnancy.



Aunt:Justtoseeandcongratulateher.

MaColton:Youcantalktoheraboutthat.

Wasalltheoldwomansaidbeforeshegotoutofthe

carandtheunclegotherbagsfrom thebackofthe

car.

Aunt:Youcangiveherthis...

Theaunthandedtheoldwomanagifbagfullof

babyclothes.

MaColtonlookedatthebagsuspiciously.Doreenas

oflatehasbeenpushingtomeetMarangandshe

wasn’tsettledaboutherseeingMarang.Lookingat

thefactthatpregnancywasverydelicate.

MaColton:Iwillgiveittoher.

Theauntsmiledasunclewalkedwithgrannytothe

housewiththebabyclothesandtheluggage.Very

soontherewon’tbeapregnancytospeakofora



child.Assoonasshetouchedtheclothesoreven

madethechildwearthem ifthechildmakesitoutof

herwombalive.Thingsweregoingeasierthan

expectedalthoughthestubbornlittlethingdidn’t

cometothevillage.Sherolledhereyes.

Theunclecamebacktothecarandhestartedthe

carbeforedrivingoff.

Meanwhileinthehouse,thegrannylookedatthe

clothesandshookherhead.Hersoulwasn’tsettled.

Shedidn’ttrusttheseclothes.Forsomeonewho

waswillingtobreakthemarriageandintroducea

surrogateandnowshegaveMarangclothes?

MaColton:Hello.

MaJosh:Dumelang.Theroom isready.

MaColton:alright.CanIhavematches?

MaJosh:Sure..



Shewalkedtothekitchenandcamebackwithabox

ofmatches.Shegavetheoldwomanwhowalked

outwithagiftbag.Shefrownedandfollowedher.

MaJosh:What’swrong?

MaColton:Theseareclothesfrom Doreen.Idon’t

trusther.

MaJosh:Okho!Yoo?Leboloikatswaabodira(that

one?Shemightevenbepracticingwitchcraft)

MaColtonfoundaspotandplacedthegiftbagthere.

Shelitamatchandthrewitontheclothes.They

startedburning.

MaColton:Marangiscarryingmygreat

grandchildrenandIdon’twantanythingtohappento

herandthekids.

Theywatchedtheclothesburntoashesbefore

returningtothehouse.



AtBobonong

Theaunt’saccompliceshookherhead.Thiswasa

deadend,iftheunitkeptpushingshewasgoingto

beexposedanditwon’tlookgood.

Thisyounggirltheyweretryingtoblock,hadher

ancestorsonhersideandherancestorswere

pleasedwithhereventhoughshedidn’tknowit.

Theycouldn’tevenseewhenshewasgoingtogive

birth.Yahneh,shewasprotectedandtheycouldn’t

touchherunlesstheauntwentdirectlytoherand

touchedhertummy.Thathadprovedtobenearly

impossiblesosheshouldrestandletitbe.Thatway

noonewillknowanything.Anditwillbeallsweptup

undertherug.

Atthehospital

Joshuawalkedoutofthetheater.Hewasgoingto



getridofthetemporaryscrubshewaswearing.The

surgerywasasuccessthoughandhewantedtogo

hometohiswifeandkids.Hecouldn’tgetoverthe

factthateachandeverydaytheywerenearingthe

birthoftheirkids.Itwasscaryandexcitingatthe

sametime.Imaginemeetingfournewfacesforthe

firsttimeandwatchingthem taketheirfirstbreaths.

Hecouldn’twaittoholdthem inhisarmsandhelp

hiswifewiththekids,thosesleeplessnightsand

theturnstheywouldtaketoputthem tosleep.

Bythetimehewasdonecleaningup,helookedat

themirror.Maybeheshouldtakeapaternalleaveif

itexisted.Tospendtimeathomeandhelphiswife

withthekids.Itwasn’tonlyonechildtheywere

expecting.Theywereexpectingfourkidswhowere

goingtochangethecourseoftheirlife.

Hesmiledandwalkedout.Hewaspassingbyhis

officetogethisstuffthenhewasgoingtogohome.



AtTheo’splace

Theofinallywalkedinsidethehouseafteralongday

atwork.Theladywhowastheirhelperhadsaidshe

wasgoingtobeatafuneralthewholeofthisweek

andhadsentherniecetohelp.

Thehousewasquietandthatmeantthetwinswere

asleep.HewasmetbyClaraatthedoorwhowas

smilingathim.Hefrowned.Itwasherfirstdayhere

andhethoughtheraunthadbriefedher.Shewasin

shortsandasportsbra.

Theo:HiClara,arethetwinsasleep?

Clara:Yessir.Ievenmadedinner.

Hesighed.

Theo:Andcanwetalkaboutyourdressing?Itis

inappropriate.

Clara:Ididn’trealize.



Theo:Nowyourealize.Takingcareofkidsdoesnot

requireyoutowearshortsandabra.Myinlaws

mightpassbyatanymomentBenmyparents.What

willthatsayaboutme?

Clara:Iunderstand.

Theo:Thankyou.

Hepassedherandheadedtothebedroom.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtJoshua’splace

Marangtossedandturnedaloneinbed.Sheopened

hereyesandrubbedhertummy.Therewasslight

painbelowherabdomen.Shegotoutofbedand

switchedonthelights.Shelookedatthesheetsand

sighed.Sherubbedherabdomenandwalkedoutof

theroom.Shegottotheloungeandthelightswere

on.Hewasonhiscomputerandwriting.

Marang:Hey.

Joshua:Heybaby.Sitdownandthankyouforthe

lunch,youknowyoudidn’thaveto.

Marang:Iwantedto.

Shesatdownandhidthefrownassherubbedher



tummy.

Marang:Whatareyoudoing?

Joshua:Makingshortnotesforyousoyoudon’t

havetostareatyourlaptopscreenforlongoryour

textbooks.IfIleftsomethingout,you’lltellme.

Marang:Dopeopleknowyouarethebesthusbandin

theworld?

Joshua:Notheydon’t.

Marang:Welltheyneedtoknow..

Shelookedathernotebookandithadhissmart

handwriting.Heeventakestimetomakeshortnotes

forher?Thiswasit.Thismanwasit.

Joshuarubbedhiseyesandrubbedhertummy

beforekissingit.

Joshua:GuysI’m doingthisbecauseyouguysare

tooheavyformummyandshegetstired.

Marang:DoIreallyhavetopaythethousand?



Joshua:Weagreed.Thatwasabetsweetness.We

aregoingtohaveourhandsfullandIcannotwait.

Marang:LookI’m youraaah!(touchinghertummy)

Joshua:What’swrong?

Marang:Itaah!OhGod!

Joshua:Talktomesweetness..

Marang:Ithinkthebabiesarecoming.Babygetthe

babybag.Ahah!Sirngng!

Hegotupfrom thecouchassherubbedhertummy

withherbitinghercheeks.Hequicklyrushedtothe

sparebedroom intheirhouseandgotthebag.He

lookedatthefourcotssetupintheroom andhe

passedbytheirroom forthecarkeys,hisphone,her

bagandtowearat-shirt.

Hewalkedbacktotheloungeandshewasbreathing

inandout.

Marang:Ngng,thisisgettingworse.The

contractionsseem farapartoraretheyBraxton

Hicks?



Joshua:Wewillfindoutatthehospitalandyouare

doinggood.

Marang:Itakebackmywords.Nevertouchme

Joshua!

Joshua:I’m Joshuanow?

Marang:Areyeyoh!

Hehelpedherstandandheldherwaistasthey

walkedtothedoor.Shehadahugetummyandadd

hershortheighttothat.Hechuckled.Hedidn’t

expectthatslaponhisarm from her.

Marang:Don’tlaugh.I’m inpain.

Joshua:Iwasnotlaughing.

Marang:Don’tlaugh..

Joshua:Iam nottlhe..

Heopenedthedoorandshesteppedoutfirst.He

lockeditandunlockedthecarbeforehecaughtup

withher.



Marang:Soit’sseriousI’m pushingoutfourheads?

GodIalwaysseewhatyouyoh,soforotherkidsin

thelaborward.Don’tmakethispainfultlheGod.You

mademetinyandeverythingaboutmeistiny.

Joshuacouldn’thelphimself.Heburstintolaughter

andtwoslapslandedonhisarm.Hewasstillgoing

tobeslappedhere.

Joshua:Breathbabe,let’sbreath.Theamnioticsacis

stillintact.

Marang:Ithurtsmme.

Joshua:Whenwegettherejustcalm downand

breathandkeepyoursmallhandstoyourself.Those

littleslapshurt.

Marangignoredthatlaststatementasheopened

thecardoorforherandshegotinside.Hebuckled

herup.

Joshua:Comfortable?

Marang:No,Iwishyoucanfeelthiswaitse..

Joshua:Thatwillbethedaypigsflysweetness.

Marang:isthisajoketoyou?Youdon’tcareifI’m in



pain?(gettingteary)

Joshua:Icarebaby,Iwasjustjoking.I’m sorryandit

willbealloversoonokay?

Hertearsrolleddownhercheeksandheusedhis

thumbtowipethem beforehekissedhernose.

Joshua:I’m hereokaybaby?Everystepoftheway

I’m heresweetness.

Hewalkedtohissideandgotinsidethecar.He

starteditandheldherhand.

Joshua:Sweetness,I’m sorryokaymylove?Ilove

you.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

AtTheo’shouse

Theowasinthekid’sroom videocallingPhemelo.

Theo:Theyareasleepbabe.



Phemelo:Youhadtoprovemewrong,showmetheir

faces.

Hewalkedtotheircotsandshowedhertheir

peacefulfacesasshecooedonthephonescreen.

Phemelo:Imissthem,mybreastsarestillleaking

milk.Negotwekebakgwisabalebosixmonths(I

wassupposedtoweanthem whentheyreached6

months)

Theo:Youhadschoolakeremylove.

Phemelo:AndIneedtogetthatdegreeright?

Sheremovedthebeaniethatwasonherheadand

showedhim herhead.

Phemelo:Lookmyhairisgrowing.

Hechuckled.Shewaspreciousalright,tothinkshe

wasworriedaboutherhairandherimperfections.

Firstitwasherlegandhewasgladthatshewas

confidentenoughtoremovetheprostheticaround

him andusehercrutches.Hehadacceptedthatit



wasdifficultforhertousetheshowerandapartof

him stillhadregretsaboutthataccident.Hehaskids

butshewillnevergetherlegback.Neverever.

Phemelo:Babyareyouthere?Ilookugly?

Sheputinherbeanieandlookedatthephone

screen.

Theo:SorryIzonedout.

Phemelo:What’swrong?

Herubbedhisface.

Theo:I’m sosorrybabyokay?

Phemelo:Aboutwhat?Whathappened?

Theo:Ab-

Atthatverymomentthebabiesstartedtocryandhe

leftthephoneonthetable.Thedooropenedand

Clarawalkedinstillintheclothesshewaswearing

whenTheocamebackfrom work.



Phemelofrowned.Wasthatayounglady?She

lookedolderthanherbutshewasinshortsand

lookedcomfortable.Shegotoneofthechildren.

Clara:I’llhelpyou,youcantrytogetMotheotosleep,

it’sMotheoright?

HenoddedashelookedatMotheo.Hehadhis

mother’seyesandhealwaysfeltlikehewaslooking

intoPhemelo’seyeseverytimehelookedathim.

Phemeloclosedhereyes.Theyhadagreedona

maidandhedecidedtohiresomeoneyounger.She

lookedprettyandherbodywasfit.Shewastrying

herbesttolosethebabyfatwiththefitnessplan

Maranghadsentbutitwashard,itwasgoingto

takesometimetodosomeexercisewithherfake

leg.Shestillfeltandlookedugly.Hedidn’teven

commentonhernewhairgrowth,thatwasprogress

onherpartright?Tearsfilledhereyesandshewiped

them withherhands.

Shedidn’thangupandwatchedasTheoputMotheo



tosleep.Thegirlwalkedinandshehadhair,itwas

longandsilky.Herthroatdriedupandshecleared

herthroat.ThatwaswhenTheorememberedhewas

onavideocallwithher.ClaraplacedMaanoinhis

cotandwalkedout.Theosatonthechairand

Phemeloandtearsinhereyes.

Phemelo:Theyareasleep?

Theo:Yeah.

Shesniffedandsighed.

Phemelo:Whatwereyousorryabout?

Theo:Theaccident.

Phemelo:ithappenedyearsago.Goodnight.

Hertonehadchangedandshelookeddownnow.

Shehungupandhecalledagainbutshedidn’t

answerherphone.Hetriedonceagainanditwasoff.

Atthehospital



Marangsatonthehospitalbeddoingherbreathing

exercise.Shewasadoctortobe,sheknewthese

things.

Joshuasatonthechairandwatchedherdoher

exercises.Shedidn’twanthim nearheratthis

moment.

Marang:Thesearecontractionsbutthewater..

Joshua:Ithappenssweetness.Calm down...

Sheglaredathim andheraisedhishandsin

surrender.Hedidn’twantthosearm slapsfrom her

again.Shecouldn’tkeephersmallhandstoherself.

Marang:You?(Shakingherhead)

Shegotoffthebedandwalkedaroundtheroom

doingbreathingexercises.

Joshua:ShouldImassageyou?

Marang:Don’ttouchme,thelasttimeyoutouched

mewehadsexandnowI’m pain.Obonagorata

morobalanogaboMarangrelebana,gotlare

bolaya(YouseelikingsexMarangwhenyouarestill



achild,itwillkillme)

Helaughedandkepthisheadlow.Tothinkthatshe

nevertalksaroundpeopleandalwayssayssuch

stuffwhenshewasaroundhim.Everyonealways

saidMarangwasquietandsweet.Shewassweet

though,shehasalwaysbeenlikethatbutaround

him shewasn’tquiet.Hardly.

Joshua:Babyyousaidyouare23akere?

Marang:Iam 23butIam achildyoh!Gobotlhoko,

thewatersneedtobreakah.Ican’thandlethese

contractions.Comemassagemeee.

Joshua:YousaidIshouldn’tto-

Marang:Massagemetlherra,youhadonejob.Toput

onebabyinmebutno,yoursperm chosetobe

specialandmultiplyintofour.Jesu!

Joshua:Babyobuadilo.

Marang:Comemassageme,maybethewaterwill

break.WearesurethesearecontractionssoIdon’t

knowhowlongtheywilllast.



Shesatonthebedandlaidonherbackwaitingfor

him toliftthehospitalgownandmassageher

tummy.Joshualiftedthegownandstartedto

massagehertummy.

Marang:Thatsidetlhe..

Joshua:Eemma..

Marang:Applymorepressure..

Joshua:Eemma.

.

.

*

*

*

Nextonemightfollowaround1am.Thisisthe

bonus.



THEGAME

#117

Atthehospital

Joshuastoppedmassaginghertummyonherorder

astheshortmadam proceededtostanduponher

feetandwalkaroundtheroom.Hewatchedherwalk

aroundtalkingaboutGodknowswhat.

Marang:Areyoulistening?

Joshua:Notatthemoment.

Sherolledhereyesandkeptwalkingaroundthe

room.Shedidn’twanttoeatanythingtillthebabies

camebutwhatifshehasa24hourlabor?Willshe

starveherselftodeath?

Marang:BabyI’m hungry.

Helookedather.Hewasnowbaby?Afterthesefour

heisdefinitelyputtingheroncontraceptives,he



won’tstandforroundtwoofthis.

Joshua:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Marang:Yoghurtoranythingsoft.

Joshua:Okay.Justthat?

Shenoddedandhestoodup.Hewalkedtoherand

kissedhercheek.

Joshua:IloveyouandIwon’tbelong.

Marangnoddedasherubbedhertummy.

Joshua:Buddypleasebreakthewater,mommyand

daddyarewaitingforyouguysthisside.

Herubbedhercheekandkissedherlips.

Joshua:Afteryougivebirthandyouarethinking

straight,wewilltalkaboutallthatyouutteredinthe

lasttwohours.

Marang:Gotlherra.

Helaughedandwalkedout.Marangsatonthebed

andstartedbreathinginandout,

Marang:Guys?It’snotfunnynow.Don’tplayjokes



withyourmother,I’m olderthanyou.Don’tdothat.

Sherubbedhertummyandclosedhereyes,feeling

thepain.Inhersilencesheprayedfrom thedepthof

herheart.Allherkidsmustbefinetooandshe

wantedtostillbealivebytheendofitall.She

workedinahospitalandknewmother’slosttheir

livesduringchildbirth.Shedidn’twanttobea

statistic,shewantedtoliveandseeherchildren

growintoresponsibleadults,sheknewthatthey

alreadyhadfamilythatlovesthem butsheknew

howitwasliketogrowupwithnoparentsandshe

wantedherparentstofeelamother’sloveandtouch.

Tobeabletosaythatismymotherorthatismy

father.Shedidn’tevenknowwhoherfatherwasand

shedidn’twanttodigaroundtofindout.Shehada

painfulpastasitisandifhermotherraisedher

alonewithhergrannythatmeantherfatherdidn’t

wanthersoitwouldbeopeningoldwounds.

Sheopenedhereyesafterhersilentamen.Justto



livelongenoughtoseeherbabiesandherfuture

childrengrow.Sherubbedhertummyandstoodup,

shestartedherwalkagainbutthepainintensified

andshescreamedsoftly.Hesaidhewon’tbelong

anditwaspainful.Shesatonthebedandclosedher

eyes.Shedidn’tevenhavetheenergytotalk,itgot

worseandoutofnowhereshefeltthewetnesson

hergownandonherlegs.Herwaterbroke.Finally.

Therealpainwasjustabouttostartandshewasn’t

readyforthat.ThedooropenedandJoshuawalked

inwiththeyoghurt,waterandcouldn’tidentify.He

lookedatherandthebed.

Joshua:Thewaterbroke?

Shenoddedandhewalkedtoherside.Heheldher

handandpressedthebutton.Atthispresent

momenthewasn’tthedoctorbutananxiousfather

tobeandasupportivehusband.



Joshua:Howareyoufeeling?

Marang:Itseemslikethepainistentimesworse..

Shewantedtocrybuttherewerenotears.Hereyes

weredryandshesqueezedhishand.Hejustkissed

it.

Theobstetricianandamidwifenursewalkedinside

theroom.

Obstetrician:Finally.Wewillcheckhowfarareyou..

Shenoddedandjustsqueezedherhusband’shand.

Midwife:Wearestillfar,docyouknowyouneedto

dilateto10cm.

Marangnoddedandthetwowalkedoutleavingthe

couple.

Marang:Idon’thavetheenergytoarguewithyou.

Joshua:Whyargue?



Marang:Helpmeoffthebed.

Hedidasthelittlemadam askedandheheldher

handasshewalkedaround.Maranglookedathis

headanddownatherfeetasshewalked.

Marang:IthurtsbutIhavetodosomething,bend

down.

Hestoppedanddidasshesaid.Hedidn’twanttobe

atthereceivingendofwhateverherhormoneswill

makeherdo.

Shetouchedhisheadtryingtoestimatehowbighis

headwasandthefactthatshewaspushingfouron

topofthat.

Joshua:IfImayask,whatareyoudoing?

Marang:Didyouhaveabigheadasakid?Never

mindIsawyourbabypictures.



Sheletgoofhisheadandcontinuedtowalkaround

beforeshesatonthecoldfloor.

Joshua:It’scold.

Marang:IfeelhotbutIdon’twanttoremovethe

gown.

Shebreathedinandout.Ithurt.Thiswaspainfuland

theyweregoingtostitchuphervagina.Shewanted

tocry.Godwhy?Whydidwomenhavetohavelabor

pains?Theyweren’tEveandtheyweren’tserpent

languagetranslators.Evedidwomankinddirtyshe

swore.

Joshua:Baby?Osharpo?

Marang:I’m inpainJoshuaaah!

Joshua:Sorrybaby.

Hecrouchednexttoher.Shewantedtocrybut

dololotears.



Joshua:I’m hereokaybaby?Youcanscream oreven

slapmeallyouwantokay?Anythingaslongasit

makesyoufeelbetter.

Marang:IwantthekidsoutofmeandIcan’tcry,it’s

likemytearshavedriedout.

Heheldherandrubbedherback.Shebreathedin

andoutholdingontohim.

Joshua:That’smybaby,wearedoingthisokay

sweetness?

Shenodded.

Joshua:DoyouwanttowalkaroundmoreorshouldI

justremovethehospitalgown?Yousaidyouarehot.

Marang:Ketlosalakelemaponapona(I’m goingto

bestarknakedthough)(smallvoice)

Joshua:it’sokay,yousaidyouarefeelinghot.

Hehelpedherstandupandremovedthehospital

gown.



Joshua:Howareyoufeeling?

Marang:It’sbetter.

Joshua:Doyouwanttodrinkwater?OrshouldItake

youtotheloofirst?

Marang:Forwh-oh!

Joshua:Thereisasmallbathroom inthisroom,you

aresafewithme..

Hepushedherhairbackandtiedit.Shewasalready

sweating,soshewasreallyhot.

Marang:Thankyou.

Joshua:Anythingforyou..

Hewalkedwithhertothesmallbathroom.Twenty

minuteslatershewasdoneandherbowelswere

emptied.Shewasscaredthatshemightpushthe

child’shead.



Joshua:Howareyoufeeling?

Marang:Stillhot..

Joshua:Idon’tknownowbaby...

Hehelpedhersitonthebacklaidonherbackwith

herlegsapart.Shewantedtobreathandfeelthe

freshair.

Joshua:Breathinandout.Youdon’tfeellikepushing?

Sheshookherhead.Shemustbefarfrom pushing.

Thekidsneededtogetheresoon.Thesepains

weren’tajokeandshecouldn’tbareit.Notatall.

.

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME
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Atthehospital

TwohourshadpassedandMarangwaslayingon

thefloor.Shewasinpainandtherewasnothingshe

coulddo.Theobstetricianandnursewalkedintothe

room.Joshuahelpedhersitonthebedandthey

checkedher.Sheshookherhead.Shehadafeeling

somethinglikethiswouldhappen.Shelookedat

bothofthem,theyhadnochoicerightnow.

Obstetrician:Uhm guyswehaveaproblem.Marang

isdilatingslowlyandnowthatthewaterbroke,the

kidsneedtogetout.Iforesawsomethinglikethis

andIdon’tthinkherbodyisreadytopushoutfour

children.

Marangsqueezedherhusband’shandtightlyashe

lookedatthedoctor.Theybothknewwhatthat



meant.Sheclosedhereyesbutstillnotears.

Obstetrician:Wehavethetheaterreadyforher.We

cangiveyoutheformstosign.

ThenursewalkedoutandJoshuajustheldherhand.

Joshua:Wearegoingtobefineokay?

Shenodded.

Joshua:Everystepofthewaysweetness,youareso

strongmylove.We’llbefineIpromise.

Marangwantedtoburstintotears,whatifshe

doesn’tcomebackalivefrom thetheaterroom?She

closedhereyesasshegruntedinpain.

Obstetrician:Weshouldtakehertherenow.

Thenursewalkedinwiththepapersandhelooked

atthem.Hewashernextofkinandapartofhim

didn’twanttosignthepapers.Itmeantthatthe

hospitalwon’tbeheldaccountableincasehiswife

losesherlifeintheatre.



Marang:Iknowyoudon’twanttosignthepapersbut

justdoit.

Hesighedandheldherhand.

Joshua:I’lltalktothem toletmein.Areyousure?

Shenoddedandheclosedhiseyesforafew

secondsbeforehekissedhersweatyforehead.

Thenursestartedtofixthewheelsonthebed,

preparingtowheelMarangtotheater.

Joshua:LetmesignandIwillbethereinafewokay?

Hangintheresweetness.

Shenodded.

Thenursewheeledthebedoutoftheroom andthe

obstetricianfollowedher.Joshuarubbedhisface,

washestupidtohopethathiswifewouldhavea

naturalbirthinsteadofac-section?

Joshua:Fuuuck!



Hewalkedoutoftheroom andpassedbyreception

forapentostartfillingintheforms.Whenhewas

donehewalkedtothetheater.Ofcourseheknew

thishospitallikethebackofhishand,itwashis

father’sandheworkedheretoo.

Whenhegottothedoor,thenurseopenedandgot

theforms.

Joshua:CanIcomein?

Nurse:Docyouknowthat’snotallowed..

Joshua:Iwon’tsayanything,sh-sheshouldn’tbe

thereallalone.Kakopa.

Thenursesteppedbackinside.Hewasdesperate

andtheylookedatMarang.Shehadatinybodywith

fourhumansinsideandtheyhadtobefasttosave

thebabies.Theobstetricianwasdoingascanand

sofarsogoodwiththebabies.

Funnythingisthatshehadsaidthatshemighthave



ac-sectionandthetheaterwaspreparedwhenshe

wasrushedheretothehospitalandwhileshewas

dealingwiththecontractions.

Marangtriedtobreathbutitwasdifficultandthe

painwastoomuchforher.Shebadlywantedtocry

andforJoshtotellherthatitwillbeokayoverand

overagain.

MeanwhileoutsideJoshuacalledhisparents.Just

toletthem knowthattheywereinhospital.His

motheransweredthephone.

MaJosh:Hello?

Joshua:Hey,Uhm weareatthehospital.Marangis

inlabor.

MaJosh:Okay.Wearecoming.Whichhospital?

Joshua:Dad’s.

MaJosh:Weareontheway.Shewillbefine.You

soundworried.

Joshua:Sheisgoingtohaveac-section.



MaJosh:OhGod!Weareontheway.

Shehungupandherubbedhisface.Thenurse

steppedoutandlookedatJoshua.

Nurse:Youcancomein.Scrubupfirst.

Joshua:Thankyou.

Hewenttowheretheyusuallydidthescrubbingand

hesplashedwateronhisface.Hewantedhertobe

okay.

Inthetheaterroom Marangwasputonoxygen

machinesasherdoctorsawthatshewasgasping

forbreath.

Obstetrician:Isitbetter?

Shenodded.ShewantedJoshuahereandsheknew

thatifshemakesitoutalive,shewasgoingtolive

withthesideeffectsofthec-section.Joshua



steppedinminuteslaterandshesmiledabit.

AtTheo’shouse

TheolayawakewonderingwhyPhemelowassad

earlier.Hetriedtocrackhisheadbutnothing.He

tookhisphoneanddialedhernumber,itfinallywent

throughanditwasringing.Sheanswered.

Phemelo:hello?

Theo:What’swrong?Talktome,youwereupsetby

theendofthevideocallandswitchedoffyour

phone.

Phemelo:I’m fine..

Theo:Youarenot.Talktome.

Shesighedandrubbedhereyes.

Phemelo:Youhiredanewnanny?Ayoungerone...

That’swhenitclickedthatClarahadwalkedin,in

shortsandabra.



Theo:Thenannybroughtareplacementforaweek,

shesaidshehadafuneraltoattendandshebrought

Clara.

Phemelo:Okay.

Theo:Iknowthat‘okay’Phemelo.BabyIloveyouand

onlyyouokay?

Phemelo:Okay.

Theo:Phemelotlhemma.Ifitmakesyouhappythen

shewillleavefirstthinginthemorningandthetwins

willstaywiththeirgrandparentstillthenannycomes

back.BabyIdon’twantyoutofeelinsecureor

anythinglikethat.Atthispointyoushouldknowthat

IloveyouandonlyyouPhemelo.Wemayhaveour

differencesbutIwouldnevercheatonyou,noteven

inmywildestdreams.

Shekeptquietandhesighed.

Theo:Iloveyouandsheisleavinginthemorning.

Goodnightmylove.



Hehungupbeforeshecouldrespondandheplaced

thephonedown.

Atthehospital

Joshua’sparentshadlongarrivedatthehospital

andwerewaitingbythechairs.MaJoshwassilently

prayingforeverythingtogowellandforthekidsand

themothertosurvive.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthehospital

Hourspassedanditwasalmostsunrisewhen

Joshuawalkedoutoftheroom withhisscrubson.

Theparentsquicklystoodupandwalkedtohim.

MaJosh:Howisshe?Whathappened?

Joshuasmiled.

Joshua:Wehavefourhealthybutprematurebabies

andMarangisfine.Sheistiredandwantstorest.

MaJosh:WethankGod.

ThedoctorcalledJoshuabackin.

Joshua:Onesecond.



HewalkedbackandMaranglookedathim.Itwasa

success,theyhadfourchildren.Fourhumanbeing

totakecareof.Shecouldn’tsayanythingbecause

shewasexhaustedandshewaswaitingforthe

drugstowearoff,shewouldbeinpainandwouldbe

nursingherc-sectionstitches.

Obstetrician:Docyoudidn’tnameyour

children.(laughing)

Joshuasmiledashewalkedtothebedandkissed

hercheek.

Joshua:I’m soproudofyouokaysweetness?Thank

yousomuch.

Shenoddedthroughtheoxygenmask,onecouldn’t

missthegleeonhisfaceorthesparkleinhiseyes.

Hewassohappythattheyhadfourchildren.Allof

them aliveandhappyandthemotherwastired.She

wasneverdoingthisgivingbirththingagain.No.She

wasn’ttryingthis,notinthenextfiveyearsatthe

veryleast.



Nurse:Congratulations.Theywillbeinhospitalfora

weekjusttocheckiftheyarefineandtheirsorgans

arewelldeveloped.

MarangnoddedasJoshuapickedoneofthe

children.Sheslowlyremovedhermaskandspoke

slowlyandsoftly.

Marang:CanIholdher?

Shejustwantedtoholdherdaughterfirst,heronly

daughter.Joshualookedatthebabyandsmiled.He

walkedtothebedandplacedthebabyinher

mother’sarms.TearsfilledMarang’seyesasshe

heldthepinkchild.Shehadhereyesclosedandshe

lookedatthelittlefist,theyhadtocleanthem up

realgoodbuttheyweregratefulforthisgift.

Marangremovedheroxygenmask,herbreathing

wasn’tbadbadandshewasgivingthebabywarmth

too.

Marang:H-heysweetie(softly)



Shemovedherlittlearm andMarang’stearsfellon

thebaby’scheek.Shesmiledandwipedthetear.

Marang:Sorryabo-aboutthat(catchingherbreath)I’m

justhappyy-yo-youandyourbrothersarehere.

Joshuasmiled.Sheshouldrestbuttheydidn’tname

theirchildren.

Joshua:Sweetnesscanwenamethem?

Maranglookedatthebabygirlandsmiled.

Marang:RethabileHarmonyColton..

Joshua:That’sbeautiful.

Shenoddedandlookedatherbabygirl.Thenurse

tookthebabyfrom herhands.

Joshua:WehaveOrefileandMaatla.

Marang:Onemorenameleft..canIholdMaatla?

JoshuasmiledasheplacedOrefiledown.Hedid

takenotewhowasbornfirstincasethekidsargue



aboutitinthenearfuture.Hepickedoneoftheboys

whom wouldbecalledMaatlaandthenursejust

notedeverythingdown.

HegavehertoMarangwhoheldhislittlehand.

Marang:Heymylove.

Shewascontentandhappy.ShelookedatJoshua

wholookedather.

Marang:Kgotso..

Joshua:OrefileMaatlaKgotsoRethabile...

ShenoddedwithalittlesmileandshegaveJoshua

thechild.Shewasexhausted.Joshuakissedher

forehead.

Joshua:Restmylove,theywillbeherewhenyou

wakeup.

Shenoddedassheworeheroxygenmaskand

closedhereyes.Joshualookedatallhisfour

children,alltinyandheknewthedoctorshadtorun



testsandmaybeinayearorsotheywillseeifanyof

them inheritedtheirmother’sADHD.

Nurse:Doccongratulationsareinorderonceagain.

Hesmiledashesteppedoutoftheroom.

Joshua:Thankyouguysforcoming.

MaJosh:Sharethegoodnews.

Joshua:WehaveOrefile,Maatla,Kgotsoand

Rethabile.

MaJosh:Thosearebeautifulnames.

Joshua:Thankyou.

RaJosh:Congratulationsonstartingyournewfamily.

Joshua:Thankyou.Letmequicklychangeoutofthis.

MaJoshhuggedherhusband.

MaJosh:Ithappened.Wearefinallygrandparents

andtheyareallokayincludingthemother.Godis

good.



RaJosh:Heis.

MaJosh:Iwilltellyourmothertopreparetheroom

forthenewmotherandall.Godisgood.

RaJoshsmiledashiswifegotallemotional.This

wasanadditiontotheirfamilyanditwasalso

excitingtoo.

AtTheo’shouse

Theohadalreadypackedthechildren’sstuffinthe

car.HeknockedonClara’sdoor.Ittookhermore

thantenminutestoopenbuthewaspreparedto

waitandleavethehouseonlyonceshewasgone.

Theo:Morning.Itwouldbebestifyouleftbeforethe

dayends.

Sherubbedhereyes.Why?Whatwashappening?

Theo:Thekidswillstaywiththeirgrandparentstill

yourauntcomesback.Ifyoudon’thavetransport



moneyIcangiveittoyoubutyouhavetoleavethis

housebeforethedayends.

Clara:WhatdidIdo?

Theo:Claramakeitfast.Thankyou.

Hewalkedawayandshewatchedhim walk.Shewas

confusednow.Whatdidshedoandwhathappened?

AtSeeletso’splace

Shestretchedherbackandtouchedtheotherside

ofthebed,itwasempty.Sheyawnedandfellback

intobed.ShehadtoagreewithMarang.Sexwas

niceandshehadbeendenyingherselfgoodthings

inthislife.

Thebedroom dooropenedandinwalkedJaden.

Jaden:Morningbaby.



Seeletso:Morning.

Jaden:Breakfastisinthekitchen,IthoughIwould

findyoustillasleep.

Hejoinedherinbedandshemovedclosertohim as

herubbedherbareleg.

Seeletso:I’m awake.

Hekissedherlipsandsheplacedherhandsonhis

chest.Herphoneringingdisturbedthemoment.She

triedtoignoreitbutthecallerwaspersistent.She

brokethekiss.

Seeletso:Passmethephone,itmustbeimportant.

Hehandedherthephoneandshesawthecallerid.

Itwashermother.

Seeletso:Goodmorningmom.

MaJosh:Goodmorningmyotherbaby..

Seeletsofrowned.Hermotherwasinagoodmood.



Seeletso:Youaretoohappymother,sharethegood

news,

MaJosh:Yoursistergavebirththismorning.

Seeletso:Mom don’tjokelikethat.

MaJosh:Iwouldneverjokelikethat.

SeeletsoscreamedfirstandJadenmovedaway.

Seeletso:Aaaw,bathong!I’m sohappyforthem.Oh

myGod!FourlittleMarangandJoshualookalikes..

Bathong!

MaJosh:Thatiswhatmakestodayaspecialday.

Seeletso:IguessIshouldwaittillsheisoutofthe

hospitalbutIwillcallherlater.Thisistheemoment,

mom seeyoulater.Bye.

ShehungupandlookedatJaden.

Seeletso:I’m sohappy.Mysisterinlawgavebirth

thismorning.



Jaden:Congratulationsareinorderforthem.

Seeletso:Bathong.Cannotwaittomeetmynieces

andnephews.

Shelaidonhischestandsighedwithasmile.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthehospital

LaterthatdayMarangwokeupandlookedaround,

theyhadmovedhertothematernityward.Shewas

allaloneintheroom andthedrugswerewearingoff.

Pain.Nothingbutpainbutshewantedtoseeher

babies.

Sheremovedtheoxygenmaskandshecouldbreath

fineonherown.Shelookedaroundtheroom.She

knewthattheywereallprematurebutshewassure

herbabieswerefine.

Thedooropenedandherhusbandwalkedinwitha

basket.



Marang:Hi.

Joshua:Heysweetness.Howarewefeeling?

Marang:Inpainbutitwillpass.

Joshua:Ibroughtyouflowersandfruits.Ichecked

thebabiesandtheyarefine,I’m surethenursewill

bringthem inanhoursoyoucanbreastfeedthem.

Marang:Willitbeenoughforallfourofthem?

Joshua:Wewillseebaby.Don’tstressaboutthat.

Heplacedthebasketdownandhelpedhersitup

withouthurtingher.Maranglookedattheflowers.

Thiswascute.

Marang:Sowemadefourbabies?

Joshua:Wedidsweetness.

Marang:Ican’twaittilltheyarelikeamontholdand

wewillseewholookslikewho,Ijustpraythatthey

alldon’thaveyourears.

Joshua:what’swrongwithmyears?



Marang:Youdon’thaveniceearsbabe,nooffense

butno.Don’tmakemychildrenuglywithyourears.

Joshua:I’m ugly?

Marang:Noyou’renot.YoucanpassoffasAugust’s

brotherorevenhim butyourearsdon’tcutit.

Joshua:Youarebodyshamingme?

Marang:Iam not.Aretheyfinethough?Theyare

healthy?Nocomplicationsorheartproblems?

Joshua:Nothing.Justbornearlytwomonthsearly.

Theyarehealthysweetheart.

Marang:WethankGod.CanIseethem nowplease?

Kakopa.

Joshua:Letmecomewiththem..areyousureyou

arefine?

Marang:Yessir(withasmallsmile)

AtPhemelo’sparents



TheodroppedoffthekidsfinallyafterClarahadleft.

AllhehadtodowascallPhemelo.Herparentswere

soexcitedtospendtheweekwiththeirgrandkids

andheknewtheyweregoingtospoilthem.Along

withlittleAngelwhowassleepingwhenhedropped

offtheboys.

PhemelodidexplainhowAngelendeduplivingwith

them andhehadtoadmitthatitwasthenicest

gesture.Totakeinababy.Theydidn’tknowher

parentsorherbackgroundbutshewasinnocent

eventhoughwhathermotherdidwasnotgood.

Hesaidbytotheparentsandhiskidsandmadehis

waytothecar.Hedialedhernumberandshe

answered.

Phemelo:Hello...

Theo:Hey.Nowcanyoutalktome?Areyoucalm?

Phemelo:Yeah..

Theo:what’sup?



Shesighed.

Phemelo:I-Iwasjustinsecurebecauseyouhired

someoneyoungerandbeautiful.Ialreadyfeelflawed

becauseIdon’thavealegandnowafterthe

pregnancyit’sdifficulttoloseweightandmyhair

juststartedgrowingthoughit’snothingmucha-and

thatsparkedmyinsecurities.

Theo:Babe?

Phemelo:Rra?

Theo:Idon’tknowwhatit’sgoingtotaketoproveto

youthatIloveyouregardlessofthoseflawsyoujust

listed.PhemeloIknowwhyyouhadtheaccident,I

knowwhyyourhairfelloffandwhyyougained

weight.Iknowthatandunderstandthatandyouare

abraveladymylove.Yougavemekids,yousurvived

afatalcarcrashandyouareouttherestilltryingto

getthedegree.SweetheartIam proudofyouand

I’m yourbiggestcheerleader.Don’tstressabout

minordetails.Inayearorsoeverythingwillfallinto

placeandyoushouldn’trushyourself.



Phemelo:Okay.Didyoutellhertogojustasyousaid?

Theo:Ididandhonestlybabethereisnothingtofeel

insecureabout.Igotmyeyesonyouandonlyyou.

Phemelo:ThankyouandIloveyou.Igottogo.Ihave

classintenminutes.

Theo:Okaymylove.Bye.

Shesaidbyeandhungupandhedroveoff.

Atthehospital

Anhourlatereveryonewasatthehospitaltoseethe

newmotherandtheirfourbundlesofjoy.Theold

womanlookedatthekids.Fourgrandchildrenat

once?Theywereblessed.

Marang:MmaiyeyouareholdingMaatla.

MaColton:Ican’tdifferentiatethem.

Marang:Lookathisears(lookingatJoshua)Hehas



Joshua’sears..

Theoldladylaughedasthegrandparents,auntsand

greatgrandparentfussedoverthequads.

Sara:SoIcanbabysit?

Marang:whentheyareolderyes..

Sara:Theylooksmall.

Marang:Notforlong.

Seeletso:AwguysnowIwanttohaveababy,lookat

you(babyvoice)

EveryonelookedatSeeletsoasshecooedlookingat

Rethabile.Imaginehavingherphotocopyrunning

around.Thatwouldbecute.Socute.Sheliftedher

headandeveryonewaslookingather.

Seeletso:I’m oldenoughakere?(lookingat

them)Bathonglookatmynieceandnephews,ke

simollaborichaunt.TheyshouldcallmeAuntLetso.

Theyburstintolaughter.



MaJosh:Thesefouraregoingtobespoiltrotten.

Joshua:Theyarenotevenadayoldandtheyare

alreadyspoilt.

RaJosh:RethabilehasMarang’snose.

MaranglookedatJoshua.

Marang:GoodgenesmylovebutIwillneverforgive

youforMaatla’sears.Never.

MaJosh:Marangleavemychildalone(laughing)

Marang:Mom!

Theycouldn’tgetenoughofthebabiesbutMarang

yawnedandJoshuahadtochaseeveryoneoutjust

sohisbigbabycouldsleep.

Marang:Thanks.

Joshua:Restmylove.

Marang:Iloveyouandwemadebeautifulbabies.

Joshua:Youbroughtthem inthisworld.

Marang:Youputthem insideofme.



Theybothlaughedandhefixedherpillow.

Joshua:Didyoutakethepills?

Marang:Notyet.Solet’sagree,nomorekidstillafter

fiveyearsorso?

Joshua:Deal.Wenaobuadilokana.

Marang:Iwasinpain.I’m sorryfortheslaps.

Joshua:It’sokay.

Marang:IswearIhatesex..

Joshualaughedshakinghisheadbeforehekissed

herlips.

Joshua:Doyou?

Marang:Idobutdon’ttemptme.

Joshuabitherlowerlipandlookedintohereyes.

Joshua:Orwhat?

Marang:Wemightfindourselveshereagaininayear

from now.

Hemovedhisheadandlaughed.



Marang:I’m serious.

Joshua:Can’twait(laughing)

Marang:BabeNgng...

OneofthekidscriedandMarangtriedtositupright.

Joshua:Igotit.Restmylittleone.

Marang:Thankyou.

SheclosedhereyesasJoshuapickedhissonand

shushedhim.Theirparentingjourneyhadjustbegun.

.

.

*

*

*

TWOYEARSLATER



THEGAME

#121

AtJoshuaandMarang’snewhome

Joshuakissedhiswifegoodbyeasshestretched

herbody.

Marang:Byedoc.Gosavelives.Weallloveyou.

Joshua:Iloveyouguystoo(smiling)

Hegotthebagandhiscoatasshewaved.Onhis

wayouthepassedbytheroom wherethequads

sleptandallfourofthem wereawake.

Joshua:heyguys.

Rethabile:Dada..

Joshua:Morningprincess..



Hepickedherupandsheheldhischeekswithher

smallbabyhands.Shewastheminiversionofhis

wife.Hehadafeelingshewasgoingtobetinylike

hiswife.

Joshua:Sinceallofyouareawakeletmetakeyouto

youmama.

Shegiggledandpinchedhischeeksrevealingher

babyteeth.Heplacedhisbagandcoatdownandhe

pickedMaatla.Theothertwolookedathim through

theircotsandhesmiled.Hewillbebackforthem,he

wasjustgoingtoleavethem withtheirmothersince

theywereallawake.

Hewalkedbackintothebedroom andMarangwas

asleep.Heplacedthetwokidsonthebedand

walkedbacktogettheothertwo.

Marangfeltsmallhandsonherfaceandwetlipson

hercheeks.Thereisonlypersonwhodoesthat



whenshewantshertowakeup.Sheopenedher

eyesandfoundRethabileholdingherface.

Rethabile:Mama..

Maatlacrawledandkissedhismother’scheeks

beforehesmiled.

Marang:Heybabies.

ThedooropenedasJoshuacamewithOrefileand

Kgotso.Thewholeentourage,somuchforanextra

hourofsleep.

Joshua:Icametodropoffyourpreciouscargo.

Shelaughedashewavedandwalkedawaybefore

oneofthem startscryingforhim.

Marang:Soguys,wearesleeping.Mommyistired

yoh.Comecloser...(motioningwithherhands)

Theyallgatheredaroundher.

Marang:Nnakarobalabonnana(I’m sleeping

kids)Yourfatherkeepsmeupatnightaboa



kgorotlha.Sodon’tdisturbmysleep.Iloveyouguys

too.Rethababykeepyourtinyhandsandlipsto

yourself,Maatladon’tfightwithFifituu.Kgotsobe

thepeacefullittlemanIknowyouare..

SheplacedRethanexttoFifiandKgotsonextto

Maatla.

Marang:Better,let’ssleepmymunchkins.

Theyalllookedatherandshechuckled.

Marang:Don’tlookatmelikethat,I’m yourmother

andolderthanyouguysae.

Shelaughedandlaidonherback.Shewasn’tgoing

tosleepandshehadtotakethem tothehospitalfor

theirmonthlycheckups.Fificrawledtoherandsat

onherstomach.

Marang:youguysaregettingheavytoo.

AtTheo’shouse



Phemelosatonthecounterasshetalkedtoher

mom.

Phemelo:AtthispointIam notlookingformarriage.

IthassunkinthatImightnotgetmarriedandI’m

okaywithit.

MaPhem:It’sstillokay.

Phemelo:Eemma.Ijustwanttodeveloptheplotof

landIalreadyhaveandstartcreatingmychildren’s

legacy.Youcan’ttrustfamily.

MaPhem:I’m happythatyouarethinkingofthe

future.

Phemelo:Eemma.Ihavetogomom,Ihavea

meetinginanhourandIhaven’tlefthome.

MaPhem:Okaymychild.

Phemelohungupandwalkedtothekidsroom.The

twinswerealreadyawakeandtheirfatherhadto

leaveearlyforwork.



Phemelo:hellobabies..

Theygiggledandclappedtheirhands.Itwasalways

sosatisfyingtoseeherkidsespeciallyinthe

morningwhentheirenergylevelsweresohigh.The

pasttwoyearsshehadbeenwaitingforTheotopop

thequestionbutnowshewascomingtotermsthat

theyaretogetherbuthehadnointentionofmarrying

her.Shesighed.

Thehelperknockedonthedoor.

Phemelo:Goodmorning.

Her:Morningmam.

Phemelo:Don’tforgettocallmesoIcantakethem

tothehospital.

Her:Yesmam.Ishouldbaththem first.

Phemelo:Byebyebabies.

Shekissedtheircheeksandwavedwalkingout.She

wasgladtheydidn’tcrywhenevertheyleftbecause



thatwouldhavebeenaproblem.Shegothercar

keysandhandbagonherwaytothefrontdoor.

Shecheckedherwatchandsighed.Shehopedthe

morningtrafficwasbetterorelseshewasgoingto

belate.

Atthehospital

Seeletsosatonthebathroom seatasshelookedat

thepregnancytest.Twomonthspregnant.Jaden

wasgoingtobesoexcitedaboutthisone.She

laughedasshelookedatthepregnancytest.To

imagineshemethim whenhewasgettingpillsfor

hislowsperm countandnowtheywereexpecting.

Sherubbedherflattummyandthrewthatpregnancy

testinherhandbag.Nowshehadotactnormalthe

wholeoftodayandsurprisethedaddytobe.

Shestoodupandfixedherskirtandshirt.She



walkedoutandwashedherhands.Shelookedather

faceinthemirror.Shehopedshewasn’tgoingto

gaintoomuchweight.Sheshookherheadand

walkedoutoftherestroom.

Shepassedherbrother.

Seeletso:Josh.

Joshua:Hiandbyesis.

Shesmiledandshookherhead.Hewasabusyman

andmostofthetimesheisonthedayshiftwithhis

wife.ThistimearoundyouwouldbeseeingMarang

walkingaboutmakingroundsbeforeshewalking

intoherhusband’sofficeandbeingthereforover

thirtyminutes.Shehonestlydidn’twanttoknow

whattheydidinthere.

AtJoshua’splace



Marangcurledtheweaveasshesatonthevanity.

Whenshewasdone,sheappliedsomeminimal

makeupbeforeshestoodupandworeherheels.

Thekidsweredownstairsalldressedupandonthe

carpet.Shehopedtheydidn’tbreakanything.She

gotherhandbagandcarkeysandmadeherway

downthestairs.

Marang:Bomylove,weareeatingfirstthenweleave.

Eachhadtheirowntoyandtheyweretopreoccupied

topayattentiontoher.

Marang:Right,youloveyourtoysthanme.I

understanddiphotocopytsaJoshua.Youwillneed

meoneday.

Sheplacedherbagonthecouchandwalkedtothe

kitchen,herheelsclockingonthetile.

Sheopenedthefridgeandstartedtoplantheirmeal.

Shepreferredhealthyfoodsandwellherhusband

alwaysletthem eatsweetsonceinawhile.She



didn’twantthem highonsweets,toomuchenergy

andshecouldn’tkeepupespeciallyafteralongshift

atthehospital.

Marang:GuysUhm Nestum?Orsoftporridge?

Sheoptedtomakethesoftporridge.Soshewas

goingtobehereforanhourandshewasusedto

this.

Afteranhourwhentheywerefedandfullshesmiled.

Marang:Lookathowhappyallofyouare,weare

goingtothehospital.I’m surewewillmeetdaddy

theretooneh?

Marang:YouguyscanwalksoI’m notcarryingany

toddlernna.

Shemadethem holdhandsassheopenedthedoor.

Marang:Thecar,thevrrvrrmybabies.Go.



Theystartedwalkingtothecarandtheirmothergot

herbagandcarkeys.Shelockedthedoor.Their

medicalcardswereinthecaralongwithwhatthey

usedtoweighthem.Joshuagaveherbeautiful

babiesshem.

Herphoneranginherbagandshefrownedasshe

unlockedthecar.

Marang:Hello?

MaColton:HelloMarang.ThereissomethingIwant

totalktoyouabout.

Marang:Iam listeningma..

.

.

*

*

*



THEGAME
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AtJoshuaandMarang’snewhome

Joshuakissedhiswifegoodbyeasshestretched

herbody.

Marang:Byedoc.Gosavelives.Weallloveyou.

Joshua:Iloveyouguystoo(smiling)

Hegotthebagandhiscoatasshewaved.Onhis

wayouthepassedbytheroom wherethequads

sleptandallfourofthem wereawake.

Joshua:heyguys.

Rethabile:Dada..

Joshua:Morningprincess..



Hepickedherupandsheheldhischeekswithher

smallbabyhands.Shewastheminiversionofhis

wife.Hehadafeelingshewasgoingtobetinylike

hiswife.

Joshua:Sinceallofyouareawakeletmetakeyouto

youmama.

Shegiggledandpinchedhischeeksrevealingher

babyteeth.Heplacedhisbagandcoatdownandhe

pickedMaatla.Theothertwolookedathim through

theircotsandhesmiled.Hewillbebackforthem,he

wasjustgoingtoleavethem withtheirmothersince

theywereallawake.

Hewalkedbackintothebedroom andMarangwas

asleep.Heplacedthetwokidsonthebedand

walkedbacktogettheothertwo.

Marangfeltsmallhandsonherfaceandwetlipson

hercheeks.Thereisonlypersonwhodoesthat



whenshewantshertowakeup.Sheopenedher

eyesandfoundRethabileholdingherface.

Rethabile:Mama..

Maatlacrawledandkissedhismother’scheeks

beforehesmiled.

Marang:Heybabies.

ThedooropenedasJoshuacamewithOrefileand

Kgotso.Thewholeentourage,somuchforanextra

hourofsleep.

Joshua:Icametodropoffyourpreciouscargo.

Shelaughedashewavedandwalkedawaybefore

oneofthem startscryingforhim.

Marang:Soguys,wearesleeping.Mommyistired

yoh.Comecloser...(motioningwithherhands)

Theyallgatheredaroundher.

Marang:Nnakarobalabonnana(I’m sleeping

kids)Yourfatherkeepsmeupatnightaboa



kgorotlha.Sodon’tdisturbmysleep.Iloveyouguys

too.Rethababykeepyourtinyhandsandlipsto

yourself,Maatladon’tfightwithFifituu.Kgotsobe

thepeacefullittlemanIknowyouare..

SheplacedRethanexttoFifiandKgotsonextto

Maatla.

Marang:Better,let’ssleepmymunchkins.

Theyalllookedatherandshechuckled.

Marang:Don’tlookatmelikethat,I’m yourmother

andolderthanyouguysae.

Shelaughedandlaidonherback.Shewasn’tgoing

tosleepandshehadtotakethem tothehospitalfor

theirmonthlycheckups.Fificrawledtoherandsat

onherstomach.

Marang:youguysaregettingheavytoo.

AtTheo’shouse



Phemelosatonthecounterasshetalkedtoher

mom.

Phemelo:AtthispointIam notlookingformarriage.

IthassunkinthatImightnotgetmarriedandI’m

okaywithit.

MaPhem:It’sstillokay.

Phemelo:Eemma.Ijustwanttodeveloptheplotof

landIalreadyhaveandstartcreatingmychildren’s

legacy.Youcan’ttrustfamily.

MaPhem:I’m happythatyouarethinkingofthe

future.

Phemelo:Eemma.Ihavetogomom,Ihavea

meetinginanhourandIhaven’tlefthome.

MaPhem:Okaymychild.

Phemelohungupandwalkedtothekidsroom.The

twinswerealreadyawakeandtheirfatherhadto

leaveearlyforwork.



Phemelo:hellobabies..

Theygiggledandclappedtheirhands.Itwasalways

sosatisfyingtoseeherkidsespeciallyinthe

morningwhentheirenergylevelsweresohigh.The

pasttwoyearsshehadbeenwaitingforTheotopop

thequestionbutnowshewascomingtotermsthat

theyaretogetherbuthehadnointentionofmarrying

her.Shesighed.

Thehelperknockedonthedoor.

Phemelo:Goodmorning.

Her:Morningmam.

Phemelo:Don’tforgettocallmesoIcantakethem

tothehospital.

Her:Yesmam.Ishouldbaththem first.

Phemelo:Byebyebabies.

Shekissedtheircheeksandwavedwalkingout.She

wasgladtheydidn’tcrywhenevertheyleftbecause



thatwouldhavebeenaproblem.Shegothercar

keysandhandbagonherwaytothefrontdoor.

Shecheckedherwatchandsighed.Shehopedthe

morningtrafficwasbetterorelseshewasgoingto

belate.

Atthehospital

Seeletsosatonthebathroom seatasshelookedat

thepregnancytest.Twomonthspregnant.Jaden

wasgoingtobesoexcitedaboutthisone.She

laughedasshelookedatthepregnancytest.To

imagineshemethim whenhewasgettingpillsfor

hislowsperm countandnowtheywereexpecting.

Sherubbedherflattummyandthrewthatpregnancy

testinherhandbag.Nowshehadotactnormalthe

wholeoftodayandsurprisethedaddytobe.

Shestoodupandfixedherskirtandshirt.She



walkedoutandwashedherhands.Shelookedather

faceinthemirror.Shehopedshewasn’tgoingto

gaintoomuchweight.Sheshookherheadand

walkedoutoftherestroom.

Shepassedherbrother.

Seeletso:Josh.

Joshua:Hiandbyesis.

Shesmiledandshookherhead.Hewasabusyman

andmostofthetimesheisonthedayshiftwithhis

wife.ThistimearoundyouwouldbeseeingMarang

walkingaboutmakingroundsbeforeshewalking

intoherhusband’sofficeandbeingthereforover

thirtyminutes.Shehonestlydidn’twanttoknow

whattheydidinthere.

AtJoshua’splace



Marangcurledtheweaveasshesatonthevanity.

Whenshewasdone,sheappliedsomeminimal

makeupbeforeshestoodupandworeherheels.

Thekidsweredownstairsalldressedupandonthe

carpet.Shehopedtheydidn’tbreakanything.She

gotherhandbagandcarkeysandmadeherway

downthestairs.

Marang:Bomylove,weareeatingfirstthenweleave.

Eachhadtheirowntoyandtheyweretopreoccupied

topayattentiontoher.

Marang:Right,youloveyourtoysthanme.I

understanddiphotocopytsaJoshua.Youwillneed

meoneday.

Sheplacedherbagonthecouchandwalkedtothe

kitchen,herheelsclockingonthetile.

Sheopenedthefridgeandstartedtoplantheirmeal.

Shepreferredhealthyfoodsandwellherhusband

alwaysletthem eatsweetsonceinawhile.She



didn’twantthem highonsweets,toomuchenergy

andshecouldn’tkeepupespeciallyafteralongshift

atthehospital.

Marang:GuysUhm Nestum?Orsoftporridge?

Sheoptedtomakethesoftporridge.Soshewas

goingtobehereforanhourandshewasusedto

this.

Afteranhourwhentheywerefedandfullshesmiled.

Marang:Lookathowhappyallofyouare,weare

goingtothehospital.I’m surewewillmeetdaddy

theretooneh?

Marang:YouguyscanwalksoI’m notcarryingany

toddlernna.

Shemadethem holdhandsassheopenedthedoor.

Marang:Thecar,thevrrvrrmybabies.Go.



Theystartedwalkingtothecarandtheirmothergot

herbagandcarkeys.Shelockedthedoor.Their

medicalcardswereinthecaralongwithwhatthey

usedtoweighthem.Joshuagaveherbeautiful

babiesshem.

Herphoneranginherbagandshefrownedasshe

unlockedthecar.

Marang:Hello?

MaColton:HelloMarang.ThereissomethingIwant

totalktoyouabout.

Marang:Iam listeningma..

.

.
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*
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THEGAME

#122

AtJoshuaandMarang’snewhouse

Thegrannysuckedinadeepbreath.Itwasmost

probablybetterifMaranghearditfrom thehorse’s

mouthandnotfrom her.

MaColton:Doreenwantstotellyousomething.

Marang:Okay.Shedoesn’thavemynumberma?She

cancallme..

Marangcheckedherwatch.Shehadtogotothe

hospital.

Marang:Ihavetogoma..

MaColton:Okay.Bye.

Marang:Bye.



Shehungupandshookherhead.Mostprobablyshe

wasgoingtotalkabouttheseuselessfamilyevents

theyrarelyattendedbecausetheyweretoobusyor

justwantedtheiralonetimeasafamily.Herbabies

werewonderingwhyshewastakingtolongandshe

neededtotakethem tothehospital.

Shewalkedtothecarandcheckedonthem before

shepickedthem onbyoneandsecuredthem intheir

babyseats.

Marang:Sorrymunchkins.Lecomfortable?Harmony?

Rethabilejustnoddedandtheboysweren’teven

payingattentiontoher.Theirbeltsweretightand

theyweresafe.

Shegotinsidethecarandstartedthecar.She

pressedthegateremotethatwaspartofhercar

keys.Thegateslidopenandshereversedthecar.



Theydiditandwereveryhappywiththeirlives.

Thegateclosedafterthecarwasoutandshe

securedherseatbeltbeforedrivingoff.

AtTheo’sworkplace

Theolookedattheplothejustpurchased.Ittook

him solongtoeventhinkofproposingtoPhemelo.

Hehadtosavemoneyandthetwinsthenarrived

andtheywereaddedtothebudgetbutthemoneyhe

hadwasenough.Hedidn’twanttotakeoutaloan

fortheirweddingandhewantedPhemelotohave

theweddingofherdreamswithoutworryingabout

thecosts.

Heopenedthetopdrawerandhesawtheredbox.

Hewasgladshewasn’tasnosyassheclaimedto

beandsherarelycametohisworkplacesoshe

wasn’tgoingtoseeitanytimesoon.



Hewentthroughhisbankstatementsashe

subtractedthemoneyforherbogadi.Shewasgoing

tobesuchabeautifulbride,hemused.

Atthebusstation

Rainesatthereasshesoldairtime.Shecoughed

intoherelbowashersonsatnexttoher.Atthis

pointshedidn’tfindthewillpowertolivebutshewa

saladoneofherchildrenwaswelltakenof.Little

Angelica.Shedidn’tknowhowbigshewasrightnow

butshemustbesobeautiful.

Shesighedandwaitedforcustomers.Maybeshe

shouldlivejustforhersonandfindawaytodo

somethingeventhoughnothinghadpoppedupin

thelasttwoyears.Shelookedathersoninhishand

medownsandwishedshehadmoretoprovidefor

him.Hedeservedmorethanwhatshewasgiving



him.

Atthehospital

SeeletsowassmilingwhenMarangwalkedinthe

hospitalfollowedbyherlittleentourage.

Marang:Youlookhappy.

Seeletso:Isitacrime?

Marang:Withyou,youneverknow.

Kgotsosawhisauntandalertedtheotherthreeand

soontheywerewalkingtowardsLetso.

Marang:UsuallyFifiwalksuptoyouandtheothers

ignoreyourexistencetillyouwalktothem.(raising

aneyebrow)Letso?Wait...ah!

Seeletso:what?

Shebentdowntotheirlevelastheyspokeinsingle

syllables.Thesefourwereadorableandeveryone



dotedoverthem.

Marang:Ah..we’lltalkIthinkI’m late.IsJoshinhis

office?

Seeletso:Ithinkso.

Marang:Okay.Bonanaareye(babieslet’sgo)To

daddy.

TheyallheldhandsagainasFifiwavedbeforehe

followedhismotherandheldhissiblings’hands.

MarangwalkedtoJoshua’sofficeandknockedon

thedoor.

Joshua:Comein.

Sheopenedthedoorandletthekidswalkinfirst.

SheclosedthedoorandimmediatelyRethabileran

toherfatherandhepickedheruplaughing.

Joshua:Hellobaby.

Rethabile:Papa..

Joshua:Yessweetness...



Marang:That’smyname?

SherolledhereyesandsatdownasMaatla

attemptedtoclimbhisfather’slap.Theothertwo

werewalkingaroundtheoffice.

Marang:Sowearebothgoingtothepediatrician

akere?

Joshua:Yesmam.

Helookedatthekids.Hedidn’tknowsuch

happinessexistedandtheywereverycontentwith

thesefourlittlesoulsintheirlives.

Joshua:Babe?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Iloveyou.

Marang:Iloveyoumore..

Joshua:Imissyou.



Sheraisedaneyebrowandhesmirked.Ifitwasany

normaldayandtheywereonthesameshiftshe

wouldbeonthatofficetable.Nakedforjusta

quickie.

Marang:Nowyouseewhoistheaddictbetweenus?

Joshua:Areyoucomingback?

Marang:I’m offDrColtonsono.

Joshua:Dropthem offatmymother’splace.

Marang:No,I’m notabadparent.(laughing)

Joshua:Please!Justforyourhusbandsweetmama

andInoticeyou’rewearingheelstoo.

Marang:Ifit’saboutmyheight,pleasedon’tstartsir.

Joshua:It’snotbaby..

Marang:Okay.I’llseeyouathomehubs..bobaby

let’sgoseeyourdoctor.

JoshuaputthekidsdownandRethabileliftedher

hands.



Marang:Joshgowithusthen,theywon’tgobecause

theysawyou.

Joshuacheckedhiswatch.

Joshua:Ihaveanhourtospareso..

HepickedRethabileupandMaatlafollowedhis

father.

MarangtookFifiandKgotso’shands.

Marang:Mmaiyecalled.GatweDoreenwantstotalk

tome.

Joshua:About?

Marang:Ihavenoideawaitse.Lifehasbeen

peaceful.

Joshua:Didshetellyouwhatshewantedtotalk

about?

Marang:No...

Joshua:Iyoh.



Marang:Yahneh..

.

.

*
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THEGAME
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Atthehospital

MarangandJoshputtheirkidsintheirseatsandhe

closedthedoorbeforepinninghiswifeagainstthe

car.

Joshua:Babeplease...

Marangheledhischeekandlaughedkissingit.

Marang:Walapisababeautwe?

Joshua:DrJoshuaColtonwee?

Marang:Rra?

Joshua:Pleasetlhemma.YouknowIloveyouright?

Marang:Iknow.

Joshua:Please?Dropthem offandcomebackhere.



Marang:I’llsee.

Hegroanedandheldherhair.

Joshua:Okaylove.

Helockedhislipsandkissedherlipssoftly.Shewas

thefirstonetobreakthekissandshewipedhislips.

Marang:Bonanglipstick..

Joshua:Iloveyousweetness.

Marang:Iloveyoutoo..

Hemovedfrom thecarandsheopenedthecardoor

gettinginside.Hewavedatthekidswhosmiledwith

theirbabyteethout.Marangrolleddownthewindow.

Marang:I’llbebackee..

Hesmiled.

Joshua:Thankyoumylove.

Marang:Don’tthankmeyet.Byesweetheart.



Hewavedasshereversedthecaroutoftheparking

spotanddroveoff.Hewatchedherdriveoffbefore

heslippedhishandsinhispocketsandwalkedback

insidethehospital.

MeanwhileSeeletsocouldn’tcontainherexcitement

asshepackedherstuff.Shewasleavingearlynow

andshejustwantedtoscream andjumpforjoy.At

thispointJadenmust’vethoughtthepillsdidn’twork

eventhoughthedoctorhadclearedhim andsaidhe

wasimproving.

Shesatdownandchangedshoes,sheworeher

heelsandputherflatshoesinherhandbag.She

stoodupandbreathedinandout.Shegotherbag

andwalkedaway.Shewasgoingtosignherselfout,

justthisonce.Shefrowned.Nowineand

champagnefrom hereonwards.Jadenwilldrinkon

herbehalf.Shesmiledandwalkedtothereception

tosignherselfout.



Shewasgoingtosurprisehim andallthat.What

shouldshedonow?Buylunchorheshouldbuy

lunchforher.Shethoughtaboutitasshewalkedout

ofthehospital.ShewavedatJoshuaasshewalked

tohercar.

Shewalkedfor30secondsbeforeshegottohercar

andsheunlockedit.Shegotinsideandscreamed

intoherhands.Shewasgoingtohaveababy,acute

littlebundleofjoy.Thiswasalltherewas.Evenifhe

didn’tmarryherbutshewasgoingtohaveababy.

Thatwastheimportantthinghere.

AtBobonong

TheauntheldMarang’snumberinherhands.

Nothingwasgoingherwayanymoreandeverything

hadcomebacktohaunthernow.Herdaughterwas

sickandthedoctorscouldn’tevenfindanything

wrongwithherbutherhealthwasdeteriorating.



Shedidn’tevenknowhowMarangwasgoingtotake

thenews.Shewasprobablygoingtohateherand

hermotherinlawkeptherdistanceeversinceshe

toldhereverythingshedid.

Shecalledherawitchandinawayshewas.She

pressedthebuttonsandlookedatthenumberon

thescreen.

Shedialedthenumberanditrangunansweredfora

fewsecondsbeforeitwasanswered.

InthecarMarangplacedthephoneonloudspeaker

assheanswered

Marang:DrColtonhello...

Aunt:Hello..

Marang:Hello,whoam Italkingto?



Shelookedatthebackandherbabiesweretired.

Shesmiledasalittleawescapedherlips.

Aunt:AuntDoreen.

Marang:Ohhi,Mmaiyecalledearliersayingyouwant

totalktome?

Shelookedatthetrafficandatherphone.

Marang:Uhm,I’m stillkindofbusy.Willitbeokayif

youcallinanhour?

Aunt:It’sstillokay.

Marang:Thankyou.Bye!

Shehungupandrolledhereyes.Shealwayshada

feelingthatthisladydidn’tlikeherandhatedfor

someunknownreason.

Atprison



ThewardenwalkedinsideLebo’sroom andshewas

stillasleep.Itwasalmostdaylightandalltheother

inageswereworking,whywassheasleep?

Sheshooktheladybutnothing.

Warden:Mma?Tsoga..gaospecialcase...

SheshookLebobutnothing.Shepulledtheblankets

andshefrowned.Shecheckedthepulseandshe

couldn’tfeelit.

Warden:Mmait’snotfunny,wakeup.

SheshookLebobutnothing.Shewalkedouttocall

theprisonnurses,itcouldn’tbewhatshethoughtit

was

*

*

Sorryforthelateandshortinserts(School)
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AtPrison

ThenursearrivedandshecheckedLebowhilethe

wardenlookedonfrom asafedistance.Thenurse

shookherheadandstraightenedup.

Nurse:Sheisgone.

Thenurseheldthenotepadinherhandandtookout

herpenfrom heruniform pocket.Shenotedthetime

onherwatchandwroteitdown.Shewasaprisoner

sothetimeofdeathwon’tbethatimportant.

Warden:Iwillalerttheprisonauthoritiesaboutthis

andtheywilltakeoverfrom hereon.Thankyou.

Nurse:Welcome.Letmegowritethisdown.



Shewalkedoutoftheroom andthewardenwalked

tothebody.Thisladynevergotvisitorsandshewas

sureshedidn’tevenhavefamily.Shecoveredher

facewiththeblanketandwalkedaway,thebody

wouldbegonebytheendoftheday.

Sheclosedthecellandlockedit.Shehadtoseeher

superiorfirst.

AttheColtons

Marangsatonthecouchandlookedatherbabies

playingonthecarpet.Shecouldn’tbelieveshewas

leavingherchildrenjusttogohavesexwiththeir

father.Sheshookherheadwithalittlesmile.

MaJosh:Imissedthesefour.

Marang:Canyouhavethem forthenighttoo?

MaJosh:YouknowIdon’tmind.

Marang:Thankyouma.



Marangbentdownandkissedallfourofthem as

theygiggled.Thiswasblissfulandhappy.

Shestoodupandwavedatthem.Theywaved,they

didbehavewhentheyfeltlikeitsoshewasn’t

surprisedthattheydidn’tcryforher.Shegotinside

thecarandshethoughtofcallingDoreenbutmaybe

lateraftershewasathome.Rightnowshehadtogo

homeandchangeclothes.

AtTheo’soffice

Phemelocheckedherselfintothebuildingand

smiled.Sherarelycamehere,shedidn’tknowwhy

shewasalwaysscaredofcomingtohisoffice.

Maybeitwasbecauseapartofherwasscaredthat

shewouldfindouthewashavinganofficeaffair

hencehisdelaytomarryher.



Shewouldunderstandifhebrokeitoffnotthatthey

weren’tinagoodplacebutmaybetohim,sexwitha

wholewomanwouldbemuchmorewholesome.She

shookherheadasshewalkedtohisoffice.Ifshe

stillrememberedit’sexactlocation.Shetookadeep

breathandknockedonthedoor.

Theo:Comein(deepvoice)

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedinsidetheoffice.

Hisjacketwasonhischairandhehadhisshirt

sleevesfolded.Helookedupandsmiledplacingthe

pendown.

Theo:Thisisasurprise.

Phemelo:Iwasjustcheckinguponyoumylove.

Shesatonthechairandheclosedhisfiles.

Phemelo:Whathappenedtotheideaofyouowninga

farm?



Theo:IthoughtyouforgotIoncetalkedaboutthat.

Phemelo:IunderstandIwasyoungandfreshoutof

highschoolbutIrememberp,Idon’tknowwhy

though.

Hesmiledandheopenedthedrawertakingouta

bunchofpapers.

Theo:IactuallyhavelandIwasthinkingofbuying.

ThesethingscostmoneysoIhavebeensavingup

forthefarm andwhenitmakesdecentmoney,Ican

leavemyofficejobandworkfulltimethere.Createa

legacyforourboys.

Phemelosmiledashepassionatelytalkedabouthis

loveforagriculture,notoncedidhementionherin

anyofitandsheknewthatshewilljustbea

girlfriendorhiscohabitingpartnertillherenddays.

Phemelo:Thatsoundswonderful.

Theo:Itreallyislove,Ijusthaveideas.Areyou

hungry?

Phemelo:Notreally,Iwasjustcheckingonyou.



Theo:Youseem distant.What’sup?

Phemelo:Nothingreally.

Theo:Sure?Youcantalktomeaboutanything.

Phemelo:I’m goodlove.

Shecheckedherwatch,sheneededtogetbackto

work.

Phemelo:Ineedtogobacktowork..

Theo:Letmewalkyouout.

Hestoodupandwalkeduptoher.Hiscolognegot

toherandsheforcedasmile.Shedidn’tseehim off

toworktodayanditwasthesamecolognehe

alwaysused.Hekissedherlipssoftlyandshebroke

it.

Phemelo:Ihavework.

Theo:AndIhaveanoffice.



Shedidn’tgetwhathewashintingatfirstbeforeit

clickedandshepushedhim away.

Phemelo:Ihavetogettoworkbabe..

Theo:Yourarelycomehere(wrappinghishands

aroundherwaist)

Phemelo:Forareason..

Hechuckledandpeckedherlips.

Theo:Babygirl..

Phemelo:Boybye...

Helaughedastheywalkedtothedoor.Heopened

thedoorandtheywalkedoutofhisoffice.Thetwo

talkedinhushedwhispersastheymadetheirway

outofthebuilding.Mostoftheemployeesatthe

buildingwererathersurprisedthatTheohada

girlfriend.Theyalwaysthoughthewassingleandhe

nevertoldanyonethathehadawomaninhislife.

AtJoshua’soffice



Joshuaplacedhisstethoscopeonthetable.Marang

wasn’tcomingherewasshe?Hesighedand

removedhiscoat,placingitonthechair.Hewillget

herathome.Hesatdownonhischairandtookout

hisphone.HescrolledthroughFacebookanditwas

apictureofDaniinaweddinggown.Thatwasnice.

Hescrolledthroughandhesentatexttohiswife.

Joshua:Babe?Areyoucoming?

BabyColton: ♀Babykebusy.Askiesmylove.

Joshua:Okay.

BabyColton:Areyousad?

Joshua:I’llbefinesweetness.I’llbehomebefore

sevenokay?

BabyColton:Okay.CanIcall?

Joshua:Yeah.

BabyColton:Youaresad?Icansenseitthroughthe

text.

Joshua:Wenasensist.



BabyColton:Theworddoesn’texistDr.I’m not

callinganymore.

Joshua:Iyoh!Okay.

Hecoveredhisfacewithhishandasheleanedback

onthechair.Heplacedhisphonedown.

MeanwhileMarangsatinthecarasshetextedhim.

Shelaughedlookingathistext.Hewasbeingsucha

bigbabyanditwasfunny.Shewentthroughher

galleryandsenthim apicture.Sherolleddownthe

windowandlookedaround.Hedidn’tevenknowshe

wasinthehospitalparkinglot.Shesenttwomore

andwaitedforhim torespond.

Joshua’sphonebeepedandhepickeditup.

Messagefrom hiswife,shewasprobablysayinghe

shouldn’tbesadandhedidn’tknowwhyhewassad.

Heclickedonitandherubbedhiseyesbeforehe

lookedatthepicturesagain.Hewhistledandspun



hischairaround.Hecannevergetusedtogetting

suchpicturesfrom herrandomly.Heclickedonthe

firstoneandzoomedinonit,shelookedgood.Lil

mamawasthefullpackageandhefuckinglovedit.

Hebithislowerlipashescrolledthroughthe

pictures.Hisphonebeepedanditwasamessage

from babygirl.

BabyColton:Iloveyouakerebaby?

Joshua:IloveyouandIthinkImightknockoffearly..

BabyColton:Hai.SirIstillwanttowalktomorrow

morningautwe?

Joshua:That’stemporary

BabyColton:Mxm..

Shelaughedasherheelsclickedonthetile.They

senttextsbackandforthandsheshookherhead.

Shestoppedinfrontofhisofficeandknockedon

thedoor.Joshuatypedthemessageandsentit

beforehelookedatthedoor.Hesatuprightand

placedfilesinfrontofhim andpretendedtobe



lookingatthem.

Joshua:Comein.

Marangopenedthedoor.Hehadhisheadlowand

shewantedtolaugh.

Marang:Heybabbby..

Joshua:Y-youdidnot?

Marangclosedthedoor,lockeditandshegother

ribbonfrom thecoatpocket.Shetiedherhairwitha

littlesmileonherfacebeforeshestartedto

unbuttonthejacket.

Marang:SoIwon’tbehereforlong..

Joshua:Fuck!

Marang:Cameherejustforthat.Walapisawaitse

baby?Anyway...

Shewalkedtothedeskandsheneatlyputthefiles

awayandsatonthetable,heplacedhishandonher

thighsandshelaughed.Shemovedhishandand



movedittoherinnerthighs,hehadneverseenherin

thatpiecebefore.

Shestartedtounbuttonhisshirtandherubbedher

innerthighswithasmile.

Marang:Baby?

Joshua:mma?

Marang:Iloveyou.

Joshua:Oratiwakennamothowame..

Shegotofthedeskandplacedhisshirtonthedesk.

Shesatonhislapandsheremovedhercoat.He

movedhishandsupanddownherbuttbeforethey

#EXPLICIT.

AtJaden’soffice

Seeletsoknockedonthedoorofhisofficebutthere

wasnoanswer.Shefrowned.Shedidn’tevenaskif

hewasinornot,shejustassumedhewashere.She



knockedonceagainandshetriedtoopenthedoor

butitwaslocked.

Seeletso:Jay?Baby?It’sme...

Sheheardsomemovementintheofficeandshe

frowned.

Seeletso:Isthereanyonethere?

.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtJaden’soffice

Seeletsoknockedagainandtherewassilence.She

waitedanxiouslybythedoor,therewassomeone

insidetheofficeitwasn’therimagination.Thedoor

openedafteraminutesandJadenrubbedhiseyes.

Jaden:Heylove.Comein.

Seeletsowalkedinandlookedaround.Hisjacket

wasonthechairandonhiscouchtherewasalittle

girl.

Jaden:Sorry.Ifellasleep.Ibarelysleptlastnight

becauseIhadtowrapupalotofthings.Mysister

broughtFionaover,sheisfightingwithherbaby

daddyagain.



Seeletso:Oh.Didsheeat?

Jaden:ShefellasleepanhouragoandIwantedto

getfoodbutfatiguegotthebestofme.

Shewalkedpasthim andwalkedtothecouch.His

niecewascuteandJadenjustlookedathisniece.A

partofhim wasjealousbecausethedoctorsaidhe

wasfinebutitmighttakesometimeforhim toeven

makeababy.Hesighed.Hissister’sbabydaddywas

alsoashittymanbuthedidn’twanttoinvolve

himselfintheirbusiness,aslongasFionawasokay.

Thosetwocandealwithit.

Seeletsosmiledsecretlylookingathisniece,she

wasatpeace.Howwashegoingtoreacttothe

news.

Jaden:Letmegogetfoodokay?Areyougoingback

towork?

Seeletso:No.



Shestraightenedupandhesmiled,revealinghisleft

dimple.Willtheirbabyhavehisdimple?Sheasked

herselfandfoundherselfsmiling.

Jaden:What?

Seeletso:Nothing.

HehandedSeeletsohisphone.

Jaden:Youknowthepasswordandgiveittoherto

playgamesifshewakesupokay?

Seeletso:Okay.

Heheldherwaistandgentlykissedherlips.

Jaden:Thankyouforthepleasantsurprisebabygirl.

I’llbebackinnotime.

Seeletso:Okaylove.

Hepeckedherlipsandwalkedoutwithhiswallet

andcarkeys.Seeletsoflattenedherpalm against

herbellyandsmiled.Shewasexcitedandshe

wantedhim toknowfirstandtheywilltakeitfrom

there.



Fionaturnedandopenedhersmalleyes.Shesat

uprightandrubbedhereyeswithherfists.Seeletso

lookedatthelittlegirl.Maybeitwasasignthatshe

wasgoingtohavealittlegirltoo.Thatwouldbe

greatandtheycouldwearmatchingoutfitsandall

that.Seeletsosatnexttoherinthecouch.

Seeletso:Hello.MynameisLetso.

Fiona:Hiii(smallvoice)

Shewascute.

Fiona:UncleJ,whereishe?

Seeletso:Hewenttogetfood.Howoldareyou?

Shecountedherfingerbeforesheraisedherhand.

Fiona:Five.

Seeletso:Youareasmartgirl.

Fiona:Thankyou.

Shelookedaroundandbroughtherthumbtoherlips.



Seeletso:Whatdoyouwanttodo?

Fionafrowned.

Fiona:Leto?

Seeletso:Letsobaby..

Fiona:UncleJsaidSeeletoishisbaby..

Seeletsolaughed.

Seeletso:Letsobaby.Le-ts-o..

Fionalookedather.Shedidn’twanttotryoutbutthe

namewaswhatherunclesaid.Seeletsounlocked

thephoneandgaveittothelittlegirl.Shelookedat

theHomeScreenthenbackatLetso.

Fiona:YouareSeeleto?

Seeletsolaughed.Shewaspronouncingitallwrong

butshewasjustababysoshewasn’tevengoingto

holditagainsther.FionalookedatLetsoandheld

hercheek.

Fiona:Youareprwetty.



Seeletso:Thankyoubaby..

FionasqueezedLetso’scheekthewayheruncle

squeezedhers.Seeletsosmiled.Shewasusedto

this,shehadthreenephewsandaniece.Kidswere

sotouchytouchyanditwasfascinating.Thattwo

peoplemakeawholehumanbeingthatturnsoutto

betheirwholeworld.

AtJoshua’soffice

Marangsmiledagainsthischest.Okaythatwas

quitetheworkoutandintheworkplace.

Marang:IthinkIwastooloud.

Joshua:It’snoneoftheirbusiness.I’m averyhappy

man.

Herubbedherthighandkissedherneck.She

whinedandhelaughed.



Marang:Thisofficereeksofsex.

Joshua:Thankyou.Sowhenwege-

Marang:DrColtonI’m resting.

Joshua:Baby..

Marang:Getdressed.I’m sureyouhavepatientto

checkon.

Joshua:I’llcheckonthem inthirty.

Hekissedherlipsandshelaughedintothekiss

beforeherphonerangdisturbingthemoment.She

brokeit.

Joshua:You’llansweritbabe..

Marang!Getdressedmothowame.Itmightbe

important.

Shegotoffhislapandwalkedtothebedwhere

patientlie.

Marang:Wecould’veusedthebed.



Joshua:Wenakana.

Marang:Itwasjustasuggestion.

Shestretchedherbodyandlookedatherthighs,

theywereabitredfrom wherehegrabbedthem and

shewassureshewasadornedwithhickeys.She

reallydidn’twanttoknowhowmany.Shepickedher

phoneandanswerediteventhoughitwasan

unknownlandlinenumber.

Marang:Hello...

Caller:Hello,isthisMrsMarangColton?

Marang:Yes.

Caller:ThisisBotswanaPrisonServices,theonein

Francistown.

Marangslowlywalkedtothetableandlookedather

lingerie.Utterlydestroyed.Shegaveherhusbanda

lookashebuttonedhisshirtandhelaughed.

Marang:Eemma...



Sheplacedthephonebetweenherearandshoulder

asshepickedhercoatandslippedherfreearm

beforesheheldthephonewiththeother.

Caller:Wehavecalledtoinform youthatLebogang

Rutang,hasjustpassedoninhersleep.

Marangpausedandheldontothetable.

Marang:Ia-am notfollowing.

Caller:MsLebogangRutangislate.Shediedinher

sleepafewhoursago.

Marang:Uhm.CanI-Icallback?

Caller:Okaymam...

Marangslowlyplacedthephonedownandlowered

herhead.Shehatedthewomanbutshedidn’t

expecthertodie.Shehadbeenangryandshe

neededtotakeoutallthatangeronherthattime

shevisitedherinprison.Sheisdead.

Joshua:Marang?

Marang:If-(tearsformedinhereyes)



Hegotupfrom thechairandwalkedtoher.He

pulledonthecoatandslippedherotherhandinside.

Joshua:Whatisit?

Marang:Leboisde-dead.

Joshuawantedtosaygoodriddancetobadrubbish.

Thatwomanouthiswifethroughalotbutknowing

howkindheartedMarangwas,sheprobablyfeltbad

fornevervisitingthatwoman.Hehuggedherand

rubbedherback.

Marang:I-Ididn’twan-wanthe-hertodiethough..

Joshua:Thesethingshappen,it’sokaybabe.I’m here

foryou.

Herubbedherbackasshesobbedsoftly.Nowshe

wasgoingtobecryingallthewayhome.

Joshua:I’m heresweetness.

AtJaden’soffice



Jadenwalkedinsidetheofficeandfoundhisniece

andtheloveofhislifeplaying.

Jaden:Heygirls.

Fiona:UncleJ..

Shesawhim firstandrantohim.

Seeletso:Heylove.

Fiona:Babyisbeautiful.

Helaughed.Shetalkedtoomuch.Hewondered

whathetoldSeeletso.

Jaden:Sheisisn’tshe?

Fiona:Mmh..doesshehavebabies?

Jaden’ssmilefaltered.

Jaden:No...

Fiona:Oh.

FionalookedatSeeletsowhosmiled.Jadenloved

thefactthatshewasbeingagoodsportaboutit.

Maybehewillnevergetanyonepregnant.Treatment



doesn’talwaysworkormaybeheshouldgogeta

thirdopinionandstartanotherdoseoftreatmentsor

lookintoadoptionorotherwaysofhavingchildren.

Hehadalreadytalkedtohisparentsaboutwanting

tomarryLetsobuthewantedtoproposetoherina

specialwayafterhearingwhatwashertakeon

havingkidsthatmightnotbebiologicallytheirs.

Heplacedthetakeawaysdownandheldherwaist.

Shesmiledlookingintohiseyes.

Seeletso:BabycanItalktoyouaboutsomething?

Sheheldhisarm andhenodded.

Jaden:Soundsimportant..

Seeletso:Itis.

ShewhisperedintohisearasFionawatchedfrom

thesidelineswithalittlesmile.Shewishedher

daddyandmommywerelikethat.



Jadenmovedhisheadandlookedather.He

couldn’texactlybelievehisluck.OrhisGodoreven

hisancestors.

Seeletso:Startsavingupbigdaddysir.Ifoundout

today(softvoice)

Jadenlookeddownwithtearsinhiseyes.Herehe

thoughthewouldadoptorsomethingalongthose

lines.

Seeletsoheldhischinandliftedit,rubbinghisbeard.

Seeletso:Babyareyoucrying?

Jaden:Uhm wow!

Shelaughedandusedhermanicuredhandstowipe

histears.

Seeletso:Congratulationssir,thetreatmentswerea

successandweareexpectingourlittleone.

AtTheo’shouse



Phemeloarrivedthereandsheknockedonthedoor.

Thehousewasquietandshewonderedwhy..

Shewalkedtothenanny’sbedroom andshewas

asleep.

Phemelo:Hey,arethekidsasleep?

Nanny:Theirgrandmothertookthem...

Shefrowned.

Phemelo:Why?

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheo’shouse

Nanny:Shesaidyousaidsheshouldtakethem and

shepassedbyyourroom too.

Phemelosighedandwalkedout.Shemadeherway

totheroom shesharedwithherpartnerandshe

switchedonthelights.Shefoundaboxonthebed

andsherolledhereyeswalkingtoit.Sheunwrapped

theboxandopenedit.Shelookedatthedressinside,

attachedtoitwasanote.Sherecognizedthe

handwritingonthenoteandsmiled.

‘Heybaby,let’stakeabreakfrom thekidstonight.

Loveyou’

Shelookedatthedressandsmiled.It’sbeenayear



sincesheworeadress.Herlegstillmakesher

insecurebuthemadetheeffortandboughtadress

forher.Shehadtoshowerandfitintothatdress.

Shewasn’texpectingthisatall.

AtJoshua’sandMarang’shouse

ThatearlyeveningJoshuaandMarangarrivedat

theirhouse.Marang’seyeswerepuffyandshefelta

headachecoming.

Joshuahelpedhergetoutofthecarandheldher

waist.Sheheldontohim.

Marang:IthinkI’m fine.

Joshua:Don’ttrytothinkaboutitokay?

Shenoddedandletgoofhim asshewalkedtothe

doorfirstwhilehegothisbagfrom thecar.She

waitedforhim bythedoorandheunlockedthedoor.

Sheclosedhereyes,wouldshewanttoseethebody?

Shedidn’tthinkso.Shewalkedinsideafterhe



unlockedthedoorandsheheadedstraighttothe

bedroom.Sherubbedhereyeswhenshegotthere

andsatonthebed.Soshewasreallycryingabout

someonewhodidn’tregretsellingherandlistened

asshegotrapedoverandoveragainbyamanold

enoughtoposeasafatherfigure?Shewastoo

sweetforherowngood.

ShesniffedandlookedatthedoorasJoshua

walkedin.

Marang:Thankyou.

Joshu:I’m alwayshereforyou.Youknowthat.

Shesmiledandrubbedhereyes.Soherauntwas

goneandherchapterinherlifewaslongover.She

neededtomoveon.Sheisprobablyinhellpaying

dearlyforwhatshedidunlessshegotbornagain

whileinprisonwhichshewasn’tsureofbecause

shewentthereonlyonce.

Marang:Iguessthatchapterisoveranddonewith.



Joshua:Forgoodnowsweetness.

Shenoddedandhesatnexttoherandplacedtheir

stuffbythebedside.

Marang:Youruncle’swifecalledandmaybewecan

findoutwhatshehastosay.

Joshua:Itismostprobablyaboutafamilygathering.

Marang:Let’sfindout.

JoshuapassedMarangherphoneandshedialed

thenumber.Sherubbedhereyesandputthecallon

loudspeakerasJoshuakeptquiet.

Doreen:Hello?

Marang:Hello,Maranghere.IhopeIcalledatthe

righttime?

Doreen:itisokay.Iwouldliketoapologizein

advance..

JoshuafrownedandMarangheldthephonebored.



Marang:Eemma...

Doreensuckedinadeepbreathandshestartedto

tellMarangeverything.Tenminuteslater,Joshua

wasshakinghisheadwhileMarangwasleft

speechless.Soallthistimetherewasnothingwrong.

Justawomanwhohatedherfornoreasonand

decidedtobewitchher.

Doreen:AllI’m askingforisforyourforgiveness,

maybemydaughterwillbewell..

Marang:Uhm wow!Ifyourdaughterwasnotsickyou

wouldstillbeconnivingandwaitingformychildren

todieam Iright?

DoreenwassilentforaminuteandMarangshook

herhead.Sheknewit.

Marang:Allthispainandeverythingjustforyouto

wantmetoforgiveyoujustbecauseyourdaughter

issickandallthatwitchcraftrevertedbacktoyou?

DoreenwassilentwhileJoshuajustlistened.

Marang:Iwasinpain,ithurtandyouwerepushing

fuckingNadiatowardsmyhusbandyetyouknow



whatthefuckyoudid!(crying)

Joshuaheldhershouldersasthetearsrolleddown

hercheeks.

Marang:Iam sosickandtiredofbeingthegood

personbecauseyoutakemeforafool.Youbewitch

meandexpectmetoforgiveyoubecauseyour

daughterissick?Youdidn’tcarethatIwasinpain

becauseoftheinfertilityinfactyourejoicedoverit.

Ifyourdaughterdiesit’syourfaultnotmine.Notmy

fuckingfault.Haveagoodlife..

Shehungupandstartedtosobontoherhusband’s

chest.Peoplewheresofreakingunbelievable.So

unbelievable.

Joshua:It’sgoingtobeokay,ifpeoplearethattoxic

wecutthem offmylove..

Marang:AllthiswhileIthoughtIwastheonewiththe

problem,IthoughtIdidsomethingwrongbutn-

no...someonehadtogotoawitchdoctor.

Joshua:Buttheydidn’tsucceedandthat’sallthat

matters.



Marang:Iguessso.

.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheo’shouse

Phemeloturnedaroundlookingatthemirror.She

lookedsobeautifulinthedressanditwaslikeitwas

custom madeforher.Sherubbedherhandsagainst

thedressandsmiled.Shedidknowwherehewas

takingherbutshewasexcited.Thebedroom door

openedslightlyandtherehewasinablacksuit,all

sharpandhandsomeinthat.

Theo:Heythereprettylady.

Phemelo:Hey(blushing)

Theo:Youlookbeautifulinthatbabe,areyouready?

Shenoddedandhewalkedtowardsher.Heslipped

hishandinhispocketandtookoutanecklace.He



stoodbehindherandsheliftedherhairasheputon

thenecklace.Hisfingersbrushedhercollarboneand

sheshuddered,hislipsfoundthenapeofherneck

andsheheldhishands.

Theo:Iloveyouokay?

Phemelo:Iloveyoutoo.

Hespunheraroundandkissedherlipsasshe

giggled.

Theo:Wecangonow,youlookperfectbabe.

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundherwaistasthey

walkedoutofthedoor.Thehousewassilentand

Phemelowasreallynotusedtoasilenthouse.The

boyswerealwaysaroundandtheyweresoenergetic

astoddlersshouldbe.

Phemelo:Wereallymadebeautifulbabies.

Theo:theywouldn’tbehereifitweren’tforyoumiss.

Phemelo:Isitpossiblethatwecantryforanotherkid?



Theoturnedhisheadtolookather.

Phemelo:Itwasjustasuggestion.Iwantalittlegirl.

Theo:Really?

Phemelo:Yesreally.Twoboysandalittlegirlandit

willbeokay.

Theo:Soon..

Phemelo:Whysoon?Whynotnow?

Helaughedasheunlockedthecarandopenedthe

doorforher.Shegotinsideandhewalkedtohis

side.

Theo:Wearebeingimpatientnow?

Phemelo:Imeanaquickiejustbeforewegothere..

Theo:Soonlovenotnow.

Phemelorolledhereyesashefixedherseatbelt.

Phemelo:Justlikethat?

Theo:Justlikethat...(kissinghercheek)



Hestartedthecarandshefacedtheotherway

beforelaughing.

Phemelo:Theotlherrawena...

Theo:RestPhem rest..

Hereversedandshelookedathim ashestartedto

drive.Soshehasknownthisguyforyearsnow.Now

hewasthefatherofherkidsbuthesaidnothing

aboutmarriage?Marriagemightnotbeherportion

atthispointinherlife.

AtJaden’shouse

SeeletsopushedJadenawayashetriedtoholdhe

whileshewascooking.

Seeletso:Mr...

Jaden:Fionaisasleep.

Seeletso:AndI’m hungry.Relax.



Hekissedherneckandheldherwaistfrom behind.

Jaden:Isittooearlytotellmyparentstodotheirjob?

Seeletso:Whatjobnow?

Hekissedherneckagainbeforehesqueezedher

breast.

Seeletso:Nottoohard,it’spainful.

Jaden:Sorrymylove

Seeletso:Whatjob?

Jaden:Don’tworryaboutitokay?Iloveyou...

Seeletso:Iknow.Letmecookinpeace.

Jaden:Letmehelpyouthen.

Seeletso:Wenakana.

Heopenedthefridgeandlookedather.

Jaden:Whatdoyouwant?

Shestartedtotellhim whatshewantsandhetook



outmoreoftheingredients,hewasgoingtohelp

more.Makingsurethatshehasthesmoothest

pregnancyinthehistoryofpregnancies.

AtThelocation

TheoopenedthedoorandPhemelosteppedoutas

shetookhishand.

Phemelo:Thankyou.

Theo:Let’smakeourwayinsidebabygirl.

Theywalkedoutoftheparkinglotandintothehotel.

Heheldherwaisttightlyanddidn’tlethergo.They

gottotheelevatorandsheheldontohim.

MeanwhilealotofthoughtwerecrossgTheo’s

mind.Whatifshedidn’twanttomarryhim andshe

saysno?Hereallylovedherandhewasn’twillingto

loseher.Ittooksometimeforhim tobehere

becausehehadtosavefortheirweddingand

everything.



Theygottotheirdestinationandtheybothstepped

outoftheelevator.Phemelocouldhearfaintmusic

astheyapproachedtheconferenceroom.Theo

openedthedoorandshegasped.Thiswassweet,

theyalwayswentoutondatesbutthiswassweet.A

candlelitdinnerwithpillowsonthefloor,morelike

anindoorpicnicwithsoftmusicplayinginthe

background.

Shehuggedhim andhekissedherneck.

Phemelo:Thankyousomuch..aw.

Heledhertothepillowsandtheybothsatdown.

Phemelolookedaroundandsmiledyetagain.this

washonestlysweet.

Theirnightwentoncozilyasthetwothenslow

dancedtotheirfavoritejams.



Phemelo:IrememberwhenIsneakedouttogoona

datewithyou..

Theo:Whowould’vethoughtwewouldbehereright

now?

Phemelo:inyourterriblevoiceyousangmyfavorite

songatthattime...yeleyaSledgehammerbyFifth

Harmony..

Helaughedashekissedherneckandsheshookher

head.

Phemelo:Iwaslikethisdudelearnedthesongjustto

singitformeatswaGabs..

Theo:Lovemakesusdocrazythingsdoesn’tit?

Phemelo:Itdoes,Iloveyouokay?

Sheheldhischeekandkissedhislipssoftly.She

brokethekissasshesmiledandlookedintohis

eyes.Shewascontentwiththisandifitdoesend,

shedidgiveherallintothislovethingwiththis

wonderfulmanrighthere.



Theopausedandstoppeddancing.

Phemelo:Whydidwestopdancing?

Theo:Babe?

Phemelo:Yes?Istheresomethingwrong?DidIdo

anythingwrong?

Theowentononekneeandheremovedgboxfrom

hispocket.

Theo:Atsomepointinmylife,Ialmostlostyou.We

havebeenthroughalotfrom theaccidentthat

causedadriftandsomeofourissuesthatwehadto

dealwithbutinalltheseyearsI’vebeenwithyou..

PhemeloheldbacktearsasTheocontinuedwithhis

speech.Hehadbeenplanningthisallalong?

Theo:IhavecometorealizethatIcannotlivewithout

you,Ihaven’tlookedatanyotherwomaneversinceI

metyouandIswearIwon’t..



Shegiggledasshewipedhertearswiththebackof

herhand.

Theo:Ipromisetoloveandtohold.Tocherishyou

fortherestofmylife.Iwantyouforeverandever.I

wanttogrowoldwithyouwithourthreekids.Sowill

youdomethehonorsofbeingmywife?

Shenoddedandextendedherhand.Shewas

renderedspeechlessatthispointasheslippedthe

ringonherfingerandgotuptohugher.

Theo:Iloveyouokay?

Shenoddedastheysashayedtothecurrentsong.

Thefollowingmorning

AtJoshuaandMarang’shouse



Marangwokeupfirstandshelookedatherblessing

layingthereinhissleep.Thiswasanewday,she

wasgoingtoforgeteverythingandeveryonewho

hurther.Shewashappywithhercurrentlifeandthat

wasallthatmatteredtoher.

Sherubbedhereyesandsmiledasshegotontopof

him.Shestartedtokisshisfacealloverandhe

turnedhishead.

Marang:Babywakeuptlhe...Mr?Tsogatlherasta..

Heopenedhiseyesandshekissedhischeekswith

alittlegiggle.

Marang:Goodmorningbaby..

Joshua:Heybaby(softly)

Marang:Hellomylove..

Hesmiledandshecouldn’thelpbutmeltasshe

kissedhischest.Thiswashappinessrighthere.

Marang:Sincethekidsarenotherewecanspend

sometimetogether.Tellthem thatyouarenot

feelingwell..



Joshua:DrColton?

Marang:Prettyplease.Prettypleasemylove..

Shegotoffhim andgothisphonetohandittohim

andgothers.Sheunlockedherphoneasshe

cuddledintohischest.

Sheopenedhermessagesandnearlyscreamed.

Joshua:What’sup?

Marang:Kebestlady..mybestfriendisgetting

married..

Joshua:Congratulations..

Marangstartedtotextback.

Marang: Aawww.Babycongratulations

let’spopoutthebottles.Iam sohappyforyoumy

love(sendingthetext)

Shesentthetextandgrinned.Everythingwasfinally

comingtogether.Sheopenedanothermessage

from Seeletso.



Sister :Youhaveanieceoranephewontheway.

Talklatermmadikgang

Shelaughedintoherhusband’schest,allhergirls

werehappy.Thiswasgreat.

.

.

*

*

*

3MONTHSLATER



THEGAME

#128

AtJoshuaandMarang’shouse

Marangsmiledashersisterinlawrubbedherbump

inawhitedress.Herengagementringshined

againstthesunlightthatpiercedthroughthewindow.

Seeletso:Youguysarejustgoingtomakemehavea

lotofdressesIwon’twear.

Phemelo:SoTheoandIhavepostponedthe

wedding..

SeeletsoandMaranglookedatherasMarang’s

makeupartistfixedhermakeup.

Marang:Why?

Phemelo:WefoundoutthatI’m threemonthsanda

weekpregnant.



Seeletso:Bathongcongratulationslove.

Marang:Awtheboyshaveasisterontheway..

Phemelolaughedasshesatdown.Themakeup

artistdidherfinaltouchesandonceshewasdone

shespunthechairaround.

Seeletso:Lookatyou..

Marang:Thankyou(smiling)

Shestoodupandgrabbedherphone.Shewentto

standbythewindowasshedialedherhusband’s

number.

Marang:Baby..

Joshua:Heythereprettymiss.

Marang:I’m nervous.

Helaughedandsherolledhereyessmiling.

Joshua:Babe...breathinandout.

Marang:AndImissourbabies.



Joshua:heeBathong.

Marang:Ihavebabyfevertoo.

Joshua:Ijoo..Sweetheartbreathinandout.

Shedidashesaidwhileshepulledtherobecloser.

Thiswasjustavowrenewalceremonyandwho

knewtheywouldgetheresomeday.Knowingthat

lovewasatrickygameandlifewasaclassroom

wheretheylearntnewthingseveryday?Nowthey

werecelebratingtheirseventhweddinganniversary

andmorethaneightyearsofknowingeachother.It

wouldbeweirdtoletpeopleknowthattheymet

whenshewasfifteenandstarteddatingwhenshe

wassixteenbuttheyknew.Theyjustdidn’tget

intimatetillshewasofage.

Joshua:Areyoulistening?

Marang:No.Iloveyouokay?

Joshua:Iloveyoutoosweetness..

Shesmiled.Thatnamehasbeenhisgotonickname

forheranditwashelittlethings.Thestolenkisses,



unexpectedhugs,thecutnicknamesandthem being

goofyaroundeachotherwithnoshame.

Joshua:We’lltalklaterbabygirl.Byesweetness.

Marang:Bye.

Shehungandplacedthephoneagainstchest.

Seeletso:YourloveisoneforthebooksIswear.

Morethanfiveyearstogetherandhestillgivesyou

butterflies.

Marang:BecauseIlongmetmysoul’sequalandhe

wasmymissingpuzzlepiece.

Phemelo:That’ssobeautifulBathong..

Marang:Itis.

Shestaredoutthewindowandfoldedherarmsas

sheslowlywentdownmemorylane.

AtRaine’slittlehouse



Rainesmiled.MaybeonedayshewilltellPhemelo

thatshewasAngel’smotherbutshewon’ttakeher

awayfrom thehomeshegrewupin.Hersmall

phonerangandsheansweredit.

Raine:Hello?

Caller:Himam.IsthisMissRaineMogapi?Your

applicationfortheyouthloanhasbeenapproved.

Raineheldbacktears.Afteryearsofstrugglingshe

finallygotaresponseandshewasgoingtostart

somethingsustainable.Shelookedatherson,she

wasgoingtomakealegacyforhim.Somethinghe

willcallhisandnoonecanevertakeitfrom him.

Caller:Hello?

Raine:I-I’m stillhere.Thankyou.

Caller:YoucanpassbytheCEDAofficestofillinthe

documents.

Raine:Eemma.Tanki.

Caller:No.thankyou.Haveagoodday.



Thecallerhungupandshesmiledastearsrolled

downhereyes.Shewasfinallygoingtostartdoing

somethingmeaningfulandbehappy.Lifehaddealt

heraheavyblowbutshewasgoingtobounceback

soon.Afterallitwasallagameofwinsandlosses

andshehadbeenonthelosingendforfartoolong.

Shesaidashortprayerofthanksandsmiledpicking

upherson.

Raine:Heyboyboysomommyisfinallygoingto

haveitalltogether.

Thelittleboygiggledandshepunchedhischeeks.

Hewasgoingtobeahealthylittleboy.

Atthegardens

Thedjplayedsoftlovejamsasthesunsetslowly

leavingbehindhuesofpinkandorangebehind.The

laternswerelitbythedecorcompanyasahandful

ofguestsstartedtoarrivetothebeautifulscene.



White,babypinkanddarkpinkrosesadornedthe

location.Theairwasfreshandtheviewwas

magnificent.Theguestsfeltliketheywereattending

thecouple’ssecondwedding.

MaColtonsatdowninoneofthefrontseatsand

lookedaround.IthadbeenamonthsinceDoreen

lostheronlychildandshecouldn’theal.Ithurtto

loseachildandsheknewthattheworldworkedin

mysteriouswaysbutnobadcangounpunishedand

shewassureDoreenregrettedwhatshedid.Itcost

thelifeofherowngrandchildtoseethatandinMa

Colton’sheartshewillmisshergrandchild.She

didn’tdeservesuchadeathmostespeciallybecause

shewasaninnocentinhermother’smalicious

games.Sheshookherheadandsmiled.Her

remaininggrandchildrenwerehappyandshehad

greatgrandchildren.WhentheLordfinallytakesher

toherrestingplaceshewillbeahappywoman

havingmetallhergreatgrandchildren.



MaJoshuaandherhusbandarrivedwiththequads

andSaraalldressedintheircuteclothes.Atleast

thistime,theywillappearintheirparents’wedding

picturesevenifthisisjustavowrenewalceremony.

Thecouplemadethekidssettledownandtheysat

downastheylookedaround.Theguestsinvitedto

theweddingarrivedandthatwaswhentheysawthe

manofthehouralongwithTheoandJaden.They

lookeddapperinfreshcutsandcleansuits.Joshua

walkedtothealterandgreetedthepastorwitha

smallsmileastheytooktheirplaceswaitingforthe

ladyofthemoment.

AtJoshuaandMarang’shouse

Seeletso:Sis,it’stimetogo.

Marang:Thecarishere?

Phemelo:Yes.

Shecheckedherphone.Herfiancétoldhertheboys



arewithherparentsatthevowrenewalceremony.

Marangtookadeepbreathandshelookedatthe

ringsonherfinger.Herengagementringandher

weddingring.Thisjourneyofherlifehasbeena

blissfulsinceherhusbandbecameapartofit.

Marangswirledinfrontofthemirrorandhandedher

sisterinlawthephone.

Marang:Wecango.

Thegirlswaitedforhertowalkoutfirst.Theyhad

theflowerssortedandshewaswearingawhite

gownalongwithacrownonherhead.DrJoshua’s

princessforlife,thewaythatmanhasbeentherefor

herwasadmirableandtheirlovewasoneforthe

books.Theywouldsayagain,itwasalovestory

worthbeingtold.Theymanagedtoshowthatlove

canexistandlast.

Marangwatchedthesunsetandsheheldbacktears,

shewasn’tsureifshewasgoingtoholdbackher

tearsasshewalkeddowntheaisletoherhusband,



herpersonalherowhom sheknewwouldalwaysbe

thereatalltimes.

Marang:ThankyouLord!

Shewalkedbehindherbestladiesastheyopened

thecardoorforher.Shegotinsidefirstandthey

walkedtotheothercar.Shegreetedthedriverand

hegreetedherbackbeforehestartedthecar.

Thefirstcargotoutfirstbeforethesecondone

followed.

Intheothercar

PhemeloandSeeletsoconversedoverbabynames.

Seeletso:Iwantedagirlsobadbutunfortunatelyit’s

aboy.

Phemelo:IhopeIhaveagirl.Ican’thaveahousehold

fullofmen.Honestly.



Seeletso:I’m prayingthatifIfallpregnantagain,I

haveagirl.Twokidswouldbeenough.Idon’twant

tohaveababyshowernorabridalshower.

Phemelo:Wecanplansomethingamongthethreeof

us.

Seeletso:Thatwouldbeagreatidea.

Phemelo:AfterDrColton’ssecondhoneymoonof

course.

Seeletsorolledhereyeslaughing.

Seeletso:LovelivesthereandIam honestlyhappy

forher.

Phemelo:Shedeservestheworldandmore,Marang

hasalwaysbeenthekindestsoulIhaveeverknown

anditmakesmehappytoknowthatsheislivingher

bestliferightnow.

Seeletso:Andthankyouforbeingthereforher..

Phemelochuckled.

Phemelo:Ihaven’talwaysbeenthebestfriendfor



herattimesbutwemadeitandsheishappy,weare

allhappy.That’stheimportantpart.

Seeletso:True..

TheywentonaboutbabiesasPhemelotold

Seeletsoaboutherlaborexperience.

Seeletso:Yousoundasifyouwerecalm..

Phemelo:Distitchdianyesayoh!

Seeletsolaughed.Shehasasisterinlawwhoisa

doctorandshewassureshewasgoingtoprescribe

herselfsomethingforthepain.Shehadalowpain

toleranceandfrom thewayPhemelodescribedit

shemadeitseem asifitwastheworstthingtoever

happenintheworld.

Atthegardens

Thetwocarsarrivedandtheplannerswerewaiting

forthem.Theyhandedthebrideherfavoritepink



rosesandtheladieswalkedfirstleavingthebride

waitinginstandby.Shedeclinedherfatherinlaw’s

offertowalkherdowntheaisle.Hedidsothefirst

timebutnowshewasokay.

Asthetwoladiesarrived,theylockedeyeswiththe

menintheirlivesandsmiled.RaJoshualooked

aroundandstoodup,thebridehadarrived,hedidn’t

eventakeherseriouslywhenshesaidshedidn’t

wantherhandtobeheldasshewalkeddownthe

aisle.

Peopleignoredhim andhewalkedtillhefoundher.

Maranglaughedinsurprise.

Marang:DadIsaidnotthistime.

RaJoshua:Wenaareyemma..(extendinghishand)

Shetookitlaughingadhuggedhim.Hefixedher

crown.Hissonfoundhismissingrib,theywere

suitedforeachotherineveryotherway.



RaJoshua:Ray?

Marang:Rra?

RaJoshua:Youlookbeautifultoday.

Marang:Ahah.Whysaytoday?Ialwayslook

beautiful..

RaJoshua:Iknow.Theyarewaitingforyou..

Shesmiledasheheldherhanddelicatelyasifshe

wasaroyalofsomesort.Astheyapproachedthe

aisle,WildestDreamsstartedplayinginquartet.Just

theinstrumentalsandinherheartshewassinging

alongjustsosheisn’tnervous.Herbabywasflyasa

jetstream,withhisheaddown.Shestifledher

laughter,hewasabigbabyattimes.Herbaby.He

finallylookeddown,hewastheoneshewaswalking

toasthesongplayed.Joshuakepthiseyesfixated

onherasshemadeherwaytohim.Hewillkeepthis

memoryofherinhismindtillthedayhedies.His

wifewasanetherealAngelandhehadnoideahow

hegotlucky.Maranglookeddownasshestoppedin

frontofherhusband.Thesongstoppedandshe



couldhearherbabies’giggles.SheandJoshua

lookedatthecrowdandtheylaughedsametimeas

thequadsclappedtheirhands.Theguestslaughed

andthetwofinallyfocusedoneachother.

Joshua:Heysweetness...

HisfatherletofMarang’shandandplacediton

Joshua’sbeforewalkingaway.Maranglookeddown

asblushcoveredhercheeks.

Priest:Wearegatheredheretodaytowitnessthe

renewalofvowsbythisbeautifulcouple.Theyare

celebratingtheirseventhweddinganniversaryand

whatbetterwaythantorevamptheirloveforeach

other.MrandMrsthefloorisallyours.

Joshua:I’llstart...

EveryoneandeverythingwentsilentasJoshua’s

clearedhisthroat.

Joshua:Itallstarted10yearsagowhenthislittle

prettylittlemiss.Sheisn’tafraidofdogsanymore



butourdogatthetimebither.Idon’tknowwhyIfelt

compelledtohelpherwitheverythingbutaweek

laterIwascrushingonher.

Maranglaughed.Seeletsooncetoldherthisbuthe

hasneveradmitteditsoopenlyandlookingbacka

thefactthatshewasn’ttheprettiestgirlonthebloc

backthen.Shesmiledandheldhishandsashe

laughedembarrassedathisconfession.

Joshua:Awholeuniversitystudentandshewas15.

InmymindIwaslikesheisakidJosh.Ihelpedher

outandshewasalwaysonmyphonewheneverI

waswithher.Musicanddrawingareherfavorite

copingmechanisms.Fastforwardtoayearlater...I

finallyhadcouragetoaskherout.

Marang:CanItalkaboutthatpart?(laughing)soguys

kanathisgent..

Joshua:kegent?

Marang:IwasathisplacestudyingwithLetsoand

wellIhaven’tseenhim inmonths.Ihadacrownhim

buthewaswayolderthanme.Ijustburiedthatlittle

crush.OkayhewantstotakemeoutandIwaslike



sure.Hetreatedmelikeasisterinawaythoughhe

calledmebythenicknamehestillcallsmetoday.

Joshua:Babe..

Marang:Thisgentlemanhadafireplaylistthatwas

whyIwasalwaysonhisphone.Eekanagenttook

metoMilkylaneakereI’m notusedtosuchstuff.We

haveicecream andhedrivesbacktohisparents

place.Heleavesthecarandofferstowalkmetothe

orphanage.Itwasatenminutewalkfrom myin

law’splacetothere.

Seeletso:IthinkIremember.

Marang:Mysisterinlawguys...anyway,westart

walkingandthedoctorstartsaskingifIhavea

boyfriend.Isaidnoandheshotstraighttothepoint.

HewaslikeIthinkIhavefoundmysoul’sequalin

you(smiling)andIsaidhewasmymissingpuzzle

piece.HewasnervousaroundlittleMarangandwow.

Joshua:Allwearetryingtosayisthatwewillbe

togethertilleternity.Wehavebeenthroughalotasa

coupleandweareatastageinourlifewherewewill

keeptrustingGodtokeepourmarriagethisway.



Marang:IfoundlovewhenIwasn’tlooking,Ifound

mymissingpiece.Themanwhocompletesmeand

tillmyverylastbreathIwilllovehim andthekidshe

gaveme.

Joshuapeckedherlipsandsheknew.Hislove

languagewastouch.

Joshua:aslongasIliveIwillloveyou.Mysoul’s

equal,Idon’tthinkIloveyouisenoughtodescribe

howIfeelaboutyoubecauseeachandeverydayI

findmyselffallingdeeperforyou.Witheveryflaw

andimperfection.

Marang:AndeveryonefadestonothingwhenIlook

atyou,youaretheonlyonerightthingIdid.

Hesmiledandhishandsmovedtoherwaist.They

lockedeyesandshegrinned.

Marang:YoulovemelikeIam brandneweachand

everyday.Youreallyknowmeandtohaveyouasmy

husbandandthefatherofmykidsis...Iloveyou

okay?Happyseventhanniversarybabybutyouknow

wehavebeentogetherfornineyears.

Everyonelaughedandhebroughtdownhisheadto



capturehislipsbeforethepriestcouldsaykissthe

bride.Itwassuchabeautifulsighttosee.

Loveislikeachessgame,youprotectyourqueenno

matterwhat.Thequeenshouldalwaysbesafe

becauseastheysay,thewomanknowsalmost

everythingandahappywifeisahappyhome.Lifeis

alsoagameofwinsandlosses.Youloseyourself

ontheway,yougetusedbutyouhavetogetbackin

yourfeetandgainextrapointsbyworkingashardas

youcantocatchup.Allinallthereisnoformulato

thislifething,whatworksforonemightnotworkfor

you.AsMarangsaid,lifeisauniversityfullof

adversitiesadwearealltryingtograduatewith

distinctionbutsomewillfailwhilesomewillhaveto

repeatchaptersbutintheenditwillworkout.

*

*

*

*****THEEND****




