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Prologue

Her:Iwantyouhereat6:00sharp.Beinglatewill

resultinunemployment,areweclear?

Me:yesma’am

Her:Good.Youwillknockoffat16:00afteryou

haveprepareddinner.(Shehandsmealist)These

areallthefoodsMrMakhanyadoesn’teat.Heisn’t

allergictoanyofthem,buthedoesn’tlikethem,

alwayskeepthekitchencleanandstayoutofthe

restofthehouse.Yourjobistocookandnothing

more.Gotit,good.Youstarttomorrow.



Hi,IamLuyandaMahlangu.Iam20andIjustgota

job.Finally!Imovedinwithmybestfriendthree

monthsagoaftermyunclethrewmeoutofmylate

parent'shouse.Typical,Iknow.Igotthisjob

becauseIcan’tliveoffThamiforever.Ineedto

makemyownmoney.

Iamashygirlbutonceyougettoknowme,Ican

beverytalkative.Iamprettyreserved;Idon’tdrink

orsmokecauseIhonestlydon’tseethepurposefor

allthat.Cookingismypassion,IknowIjuststarted

workingbutIwillsavemymoney,soIcangoto

culinaryschool.Well,thisismystory.Hopeyou

enjoyit.

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Insertone

Luyanda

IgettoourflatandofcourseThamiisn’there.She

lefttheplaceinamessbutIdon’tcomplain

becauseIdon’twanttomessupourrelationship.

Thamiisatrustfundbaby,hedadownssomebig

lawfirmsotheyareloaded.Hermomisaslay

queenhousewifebuthasaheartofgoldIpromise.

Herparentshavealwaystreatedmeliketheirown,

theyevenofferedtopayformytuitionaftermy

parentsdiedbutIrefused.Theyhavealreadydone

somuchforme.Myparentspassedawayinacar

accidentandtheydidn’thavelifeinsurance.

Thami’sparentspaidforeverythingwhenmyfamily

abandonedme.WearenotgettingintothatorIwill

startcrying.

It’s05:00andIamonmywaytowork,itfeelsgood

sayingthat.IgettoworkandfindmytheladyI



meetyesterdaythere.

Her:Youareearly,Ilikethat.

ShekeepsastraightfacesoIdon’tknowifsheis

beingsarcasticornot.Ilookatthewallclockandit

is06:00.

Her:IneedyoutomakebreakfastforMrMakhanya.

Someonewillcomeandfetchitthenyouaredone

forthemorning.Youwillmakedinnerlater.

Aftergivenmeanenvelopsheleaves.Iwillreadit

laterbecauseIneedtogetstartedwithbreakfast.I

thinkIheardthedoorbeinglocked.Okay,IprayI

amnotworkingforpsychopaths.

Igettomakingbreakfast.Imadeanomeletteand

pancakeswithfreshberries.Theyhaveallthebest



ingredientshereIknowIamgoingtoenjoymyjob.I

finishcookingandjustasIamplattingagirlmy

agewalkinwearingallblack.

Her:Higirl!OkaybeforeIevengetstarted,youare

gorgeous!

Me:Uhmm,thankyou.I’mLuyandaMahlangu.(Isay

extendingmyhandforahandshakebutinsteadshe

pullsmeinforahug)

Her:NoneedtobesoformalgirlI’mamaid.I’m

LeratobutIpreferLee.Girlletmegetthisfoodto

MrUptightbeforeIgetfired.Thatmanislikethe

MinsterofFirementationIpromiseyou.

Thisgirliscrazy.Shetakesthefoodandleaves.

Isitdownonthebarstoolandtakeoutmycontract



andread.Everythinglooksstandard.Iwillbe

workingfromMondaytoSaturday.

Wait,nothisisamistake.Igetpaid10,000plus

transportallowance.Tenthousandtocook.Nothis

can’tberight,tenthousandiswaymorthatIwas

expecting.MrsgrumpywalksisasIamreading.

Her:Great,you’rereadingit.Here’sapen,signit

becauseIneeditnow.

Me:Uhm,Ithinkthereisamistakehere.Thesalary

istenthousand.

Her:Whatyouwereexpectingmore?No,youare

notheretoexploitmyman.Cookfoodforfive

people,myinlawsarecomingtonightandtheyeat

likepigs.MakemeaGreeksaladsIcan’taffordto

getfat.Later!

Shegrabsthesignedcontractandcatwalksout.



Okay,wow.Thedrama.

Idecidedtomakeoxtailandmashpotatoes.This

mealismyfavourite,mymomwouldmakeiton

specialoccasioncauseitwasexpensiveforus.The

wayitwouldfallofthebone,oohperfectionItell

you.

LaterthatdayIwasgivenacardandcarkeystogo

buyallgroceriesIwillneedforthemonths.Iwas

toldthattheMakhanya’sonlyfoodfromfarmers

marketsbecausetheyonlyeatqualityfood.Mrs

Grumpy’snameisAlexiaandiyohthatgirlhas

someseriousissues.

IwasgoingshoppingwithLee,shesaidshecan’t

stayinthathouseandallowmetohavefunallow.

Thisgirlisreallysomethingelse.

Her:Chomitheygaveyouablackcarandwenayou



wanttobecheap?Areyoucrazy!Whenareweever

goingtoaffordfoodfromher,Iamtakingthingsfor

myself.

Me:Heyyouaregoingtogetusbothfired!Whatdo

youevenneedallthesethingsforanyways?

Her:Tjohtrustmethisisnothing.Theoldcook

wouldgofetchhisbabymamatoalsocomeanddo

shoppingalongwithhismom.Henevergotinto

troublesoexcusemeforwantingtiramisu.Where

willyoufindtiramisuinthetownship,leavemeand

myshoppingplease.

Iamspeechless.

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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ThismorningIwaswokenupbyThamiscreaming

herlungsout.Thisgirlandheronenightstand,I

seriouslyneedtogetsomeearplugs.Iamdressed

inblackbecausethatistheonlycolourworkersare

allowtowear.I’mguessingMrsGrumpydoesn’t

wantusoutdoingher.

Idon’thaveanhourglassfigurebutIhaveanice

body.Iwearsize34jeansandaIhaveasmall

waist.Ihavehipsandacutebuttthatisgetfrom

mymombutisisnothingthatturnsheads.Ihave

anafroandIamlightskinned.

.



.

Atwork

I’msittinginthekitchendoingabsolutenothing.I

justfinishedcookingandwashingalltheutensilsI

used.Itookoutmymom’solddiaryandstarted

lookingattherecipesshewroteinit.Imusthave

traveledintomyownworldbecauseIambrought

backtorealitybysomeonethattapsmyshoulder.I

turnandseeanoldwoman,sheisprobablyinher

early50’s.Shesmellsofmoneybuthonestlywhat

elsedidIexpectfromsomeoneinthesuburbs.

Her:Hellobaby.Iamlookingforthecook.

OhhnoIamintrouble

Me:uhm,thatwouldbeme.IamsorryIwillget



backtoworkIdidmean...

Shelooksatmeandjuststartedlaughing.Ilooked

atherconfused.

Her:Relaxwouldyou,youarenotinanytrouble.I

justwantedtomeetthepersonthatmadelast

night’sdinner.Ohitwasamazing!Itremindedmeof

mymother’soxtail,nowthatwasadishyouwould

killforIpromise.Girlyoucancook.

Okay,wow.Iwasn’texpectingthat.Thiswomanis

intimidating.

Me:thankyousomuch.Ma’am.

Her:LookslikeIwillbevisitingmysoneveryday.I

amMrsMakhanya,Zweli’smom.



Me:I’mLuyandaMahlanguMa’am,it’sapleasureto

meetyou.

Her:likewiseLulu,nowwherearemyleftovers.

Iwalkovertothefridgeandsearchfortheleftovers

butIcan’tfindthem.

Me:Itlookslikesomeonebeatyoutothem,I’m

sorry.Icanwhipupsomethingforyouthough.

Her:Youaremynewfavouriteperson

Shesitsdownandwatchesmeworkmymagic.

Wowthepressure.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

Me:YesmomIheardyou,thefoodiswasamazing

canIgetbacktoworknow?

Mom:Whostuckathornupyourassnow?Whyyou

inafunnymood,yourtwigisn’tgivingyousome?

Ilaugh,thiswoman.

Me:Mom,youhavebeentalkingaboutfoodforthe

pasthour.Igetitnow,theoxtailwasamazing,let’s

moveone.Ineedtotalktodadaboutsendinga

lettertoAlexia’shomebuthekeepsonmaking

excuses.Pleasehelpme.



Mom:Uhm,Ihavetogohoney.Iloveyou.

Thenshehungup,Isawthatonecoming.

Higuys.I’mZwelibanziMakhanya.Iam27andIam

anArchitectandtheCEOofmyfather’scompany.

Thatisn’tmydreamjobbutIhadtotakeoverthe

familybusinessbecausemyolderbrotherThemba

decidedhetorunofftoAsiaand“Findhimself”

again.Thembaisahipster,hedoesn’tcareabout

thefamilybusinesssoallthatloadherefusesto

takeisputintomyshoulder.

AlexiaandIhavebeentogetherforaboutfiveyears

now.Sheisjustaglorifiedbootycallbutatsome

stageIwillhavetosettledown.Imightaswelldoit

withsomeoneIcancontrol.AslongasIwavemy

blackcardather,herpantiesdrop.Heydon’tjudge

me,Ihaveneedsandshecanfulfillthem.



Momisrightlastnight’sdinnerwasamazing,Ieven

atetheleftoversIfoundinthefridge.Thatwoman

cancook.

AsIamworkingAlexiawalksintomyoffice.Here

comesdrama.

Her:WhatisitwithyourfamilyZwelibanzi.Imean

whyisyourmothertellingmeshewantsmeto

maketripeforyourfather?It’slikeIamsome

womanfor1798.Doessheknowwhatthatthing

smellslike?Ijustcan’tdothat.IamsorrybutI

won’tdothat.ShemustthinkIamcrazy!

Thisgirlknowshowtogetinmynerves.Iwasin

suchagoodmoodthemshehavetomessitup

withahorribleattitude.

Me:Alexia,youwalkintomyofficelikeyouownthe

placeforgettingthatIamthepersonthatbought



theverysameshoesyouarewearing.Don’tforget

thatyouareThandiwe“Alexia”Dube,Iwillbreak

youasfastasImadeyou.

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare.

Ihopey’allenjoy
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Luyanda

Her:So,tellmehowyouhavebeenworkingatthat

houseforamonthandyoustillhavenevermetthe

personyouworkfor?Doesthatevenmakesense

chomi?



Me:ThamiIhaveneverevenbeeninsidethemain

partofthathouse.Alexialocksmeinthekitchen,

weareonlyallowedtogotothestaffbathroomand

recreationroom.Thatwomaniscrazy.

Lee:ThatisnothingThami.Ihaveworkatthat

houseforthreeyearsandIhaveneverseenthem

laugh.MrMakhanyahasnevershownaffectionto

thatwoman.

Her:Ijustthinky’allareworkingforpsychopathsor

murderers.Anyway,let’sgoingthemalliscalling

andweneedtoanswer.

Iwasgiventheweekendoffcausemyemployers

aregoingaway.IsomehowallowedThamiandLee

totalkmeintogoingshoppingwiththem.Theyboth

takeamillionhoursinoneshop.Weareallfriends

nowandLeefitsrightin.



Wehavebeenatthemallforwhatfeelslike

centuries.Iamdrained.Idecidedtogoget

somethingtodrinkbeforeIfaint.

??:LUYANDA!

IturnaroundandseeMrsMakhanya.Workis

followingmeeverywhereIgo.

Me:MrsMakhanya,whatapleasantsurprise.How

areyou?

Her:Luluyoudon’tknowhowhappyIamtoseeyou.

Iknowyouareoffthisweekend,butIreallyneeda

favour,IpromiseIwillpayyou.

Girlshehadmeat“pay”



Me:uhm,okaywhatisitthatyouneed?

Her:WellIneedsomehelpatanorphanage.

Tomorrownewbabiesarecoming,andweareshort

staffed.Ijustneedyouforafewhours.Please

pleasepleasecanyouhelpme?

HowamIsupposedtosaynowhentherearekids

involved?Idon’thaveanyplansfortomorrow

becauseThamiandherfamilyaregoingtochurch,

andtheLordandIaren’tfriendssincemyparent’s

past.

Me:Uhmmthat’snoproblem,youwilljustsendme

thelocationandIwillbethereinthemorning.

ShehasIhugesmileonherfacenow.



Her:HaveIevertoldyouthatyouarethebest?Well

youreallyare.ThankyousomuchLulu.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Thisgirlislikeabadrash.Sheisconstantly

complaininganddemanding.“Thisplaceisdirty”,

“whydon’ttheycleanafterthemselves,“can’tthey

changethemselves”.Theyareinfants,wherewill

theylearnhowtochangethemselves?Youwould

swearthisgirldoesn’thave4youngersiblingsand

isn’tfromthetownship.



Wewereonourwaytoaresorttodestress,but

momcalledsayingsheneedshelp,whoamInotto

helpthewomanthatraisedme?Okayletmebe

honestIjustneededtogetawayfromAlexia,but

shetaggedalong.Shehateskidssowhyisshe

evenhere?SeewantImeanbybadrash?Yeah.

IwasplayingsoccerwiththeboyswhenIheard

Alexiascreamingatsomeoneinthenursery.

Lex:Whycan’tyoujustgetthemtoshutthehellup!

Her:willifyouwouldshutupmaybe,justmaybe

theywoulddothesame!

Lex:areyouforgettingthatyouworkforme?You

dowhatIsayandshutthehellupwhileyouareatit!

Her:SomebodygetthiscoconutbeforeIsnatch



thathorsehairoffherheadandbeatherwithit.

Listenhere,Idon’trememberyouhiringmeatan

orphanage.IamnotintheworkplaceandIamnot

afraidofbeatingthewhiteoutofyou.Isuggestyou

putthatbabydownandleave,causeifyoudon’t

youwillneedGodhimselftostopmefromkilling

you.

AsmuchasIamenjoyingwatchingsomeoneput

Alexiainherplace,theyarecausingascene.To

makemattersworsetheyarewakingupallthe

babies.

Me:Heywhatisgoingoninhere?Youguysare

wakingupallthebabies!

Her:WellsorryfordisturbingyouMrMuscle,you

cangobackandtakeyoursteroidsbeforeyou

deflate!



Lex:youknowwhatyouarefired!Leave!

Her:Ifyouspentasmuchtimeoneducationasyou

didonyourmakeupyouwouldknowyoucan’tdo

that!

Sheturnsandlooksatmom

Her:MayouknowIwouldhavelovedbeing

spendingtimeherebutithinkit’sbestIleavebefore

Iexplodeandcauseanevenbiggerscene.

Mom:It’sokaymylove,thankyouforyourhelp.

Banzi,takeherlove.

WellIamadrivernow.(Sigh)Ijustnod,andwe

leave.

.



.

WeareinthecarandIjustdecidedtokeepquiet

becausethisgirlisavolcanoreadytoerupt.

Her:Idon’tknowhowyoucanworkwiththose

people,honestly.ThatskinnylittlethingisagradeA

annoyance.Shewalksaroundlikewealloweher

something.Iamsurethatmanofherislapdog,

droolingoverherlooksbecauseit’sdefinitelynot

herbrain.

Thisgirlreallydoesn’tknowwhosheistalkingto,I

amnotevengoingtosayanythingthoughbecause

herblabbermouthisactuallyentertaining.

Whenwegettoherflatoneofmyhelpersopensthe

gateforher.



Her:Thanksfortherideman,goodluckwiththat

witch.

ShehopsoutofthecarandIdriveoff.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Me:Whataday!ChomiIwasreadytobeatAlexia.

Shemustthankherancestorsthatherbodyguard

walkedinbeforeIcoulddoanythingtoher.

Lee:Bodyguard?Alexiadoesn’thaveabodyguard!

Thami:Aman?Whatdoesthisguylooklike?



Me:Idon’tknowheistall,abitdarkerthanmeand

hehassleevetattoosonbotharms.Youlikemen

wena!IamtalkingabouthowIalmostbeat

someone,andyouarebusyaskingaboutirrelevant

people.

Leeisbusylaughing,likequartertotearslaughing.I

amlost.

Lee:Whatdidyousaytothisbodyguardagain?

Me:Itoldhimtogoandtakehissteroidsbeforehe

deflates,whyisthatsofunnythough?

Ichucklealittle,gettingannoyed.

Lee:What’sfunnyisthatyouinsultedyourboss

withoutevenknowing!Girlyoubetterstartlooking



foranewjob.

What!

Me:TellmeyouarejokingLerato!Tellmeyouare

messingwithme!

Lee:Nopeyoujustcalledoursbossasteroidjunky.

Idon’tevenknowwanttosay.Ijustmessed

everythingupformyself.

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

It’sMondaymorningandIamnotgoingtowork

today.Idecidedtogotothekitchentofindoutwhy

Ihaven’teatenyet.Isittoomuchtoaskforacook

toactuallymakefood?Imeanitis9amandIstill

haven’tbeenservedbreakfast.

Igettothekitchenandit’sempty,whereisthecook?

Me:LERATO,KITCHENRIGHTNOW!

Secondslatersherunsin.

Her:(catchingherbreath)Yes...YesSir.

Me:Leratowhatisthetime?



Her:Uhm09:07sir.

Me:Okay,whattimedoIusuallyeatbreakfast?

Her:At7amsir.

Me:right,nowexplaintomewhyIamcurrently

hungryatthistime?

Her:Siryoudon’thaveacook.

Me:WellIpaidacookonFriday,whereisshe?

Her:UhmsirshesaidMissDubefiresheron

Saturday.



Me:IwaswithAlexiaonSaturday.Idon’tremember

seeingthecook.

Her:butMrMakhanyayouevendroppedheroffat

homeonSaturday.

Me:oh.WellgetherbackhereASAP

Wowthat’sthegirlmomisconstantlyravingover.

ShelookssoyoungthoughanywayIwalkoutand

hearLeratoonthephone.

Her:Chomiyoubettergetyourassbacktowork

now!Youarestillaskingwhy?Gobath!...Yes,Mr

Steroidsishereandheishungry.LuluIreallydon’t

wanttogetfiredyouknowwhattheserichpeople

arelike,theirtalentistofirepeople.Especially

Steroidsandhisslayqueen.Justgethereplease.

.



.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IgottoworkImadethequickestbecauseIhave

evermadeinmylife.Leewalksin.

Lee:UhmChomi,Steroidsiscallingyou.

Iinstantlystartsweating,whathaveIgottenmyself

into.

Sheleadsmetohisofficeandmykneesareliterally

shaking.Iplacehisfoodonthedeskandjuststand

there.Icouldn’tevenspeak;Iamsoembarrassed.



Him:Sit.

Ibasicallyfallintothechair.

His:Listenandlistenclearly.Thestuntthatyou

pulledatmymother’sorphanagewasinappropriate

andveryembarrassing.Everystaffmemberofmine

representsmeandyouaremessingupmyimage.

Youareluckythatyoustillhaveyourjob.Iwillnot

toleratesuchbehaviourMissMahlangu,notnow,

notever.Youwillcarryyourselfinaprofessional

mannerarealltimes.Areyouclear?

Inodmyhead

His:AMITALKINGYOUAZOOANIMALORA

HUMAN?YOUHAVEAMOUTHANSWERMEWITH

WORDS.

Icanfeelthetearsstreamingdownmyface.Ihave

neverbeenshoutedatsohorriblybefore.Thisman



isroaringatme.

Me:uhm...Yessir.Ihearyou.

Him:Nowleave!

...

Hopey’allenjoyed

Pleaselike,commentandshare.
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Luyanda

Iamhonestlyregrettingmydecisionoftakingthis

job.ThepayisgreatIwouldnevercomplainabout

that,butAlexiaisdeterminedtomakemylifea

livinghellandhercheerleaderSteroidsisallowing

everythingliketheperfectlapdogthatheis.Iwork

extra-longhoursandIamalwaystiredafterwork.

TodayisFridayandinsteadofmegoinghomeI

wastoldthatIamstayingtonightbecauseSteroids

ishostingaboy’snightandAlexiawon’tbehereto

makethemfood.Whatnonsenseisthat?Sheis

makingitseemlikesheactuallyknowshowtocook.

ShelookslikethetypetoburnwaterIpromiseyou.

Ihavebeencookingupastormallday.Ihave

preparedlotsmorefoodcauseIknowthatmenEAT.

Imadeburgers,pizza,ribsandwings.Ialsohadto



stockupthefridgewithbeer.

.

.

IhavebeenonmyfeetalldayandIamexhausted.

Theygothereafewhoursago,Icanhearthem

screamingandshoutingattheTV.Ijustwanttogo

sleep.Leetoldmethatabedroomwaspreparedfor

meinthemainhousesoIcanhearthemifthey

wantmorefood.

Afterwashingallmyutensils,Iwalktothedoorand

asIamabouttogetoutofthekitchenallthese

giantswalkintothekitchen.

Guy1:Hiwhyareyouclosedinsidethekitchen?

Theysitdownonthebarstoolandjuststarthelp

themselvestothefoodImade.Iwatchedthem



causetheirfacialexpressionsastheyeatare

satisfying.UsuallywhenIservepeopleinthis

house,theyareemotionless,buttheseguysare

eatingwithsmilesontheirface.IcantellIdid

somethingright.

Guy2:don’tmindtheseidiots.IamThemba.That’s

Viweandtheonethatiseatinglikehehasnever

eatenbeforeisKarabo.

Me:Oh,I’mLuyanda.

Viwe:howoldareyouMa?

Me:20andy’all?

Themba:you’reaNanamos.Ineedtorephrase.I’m

Bhut’Themba.



Theseguysarereallycoolhey,thanktheHeavens

Steroidsisn’therecausewearereallygettingalong.

TheVibeisreallycool,andIamenjoyingmyself.

Him:WHATINTHEWORLDISGOINGONHERE?

WeallturnandfindSteroids

Him:Iamtalkingtomyselforsomething?Iasked

what’sgoingonhere?

Karabo:Dudeyouweretakingyoursweettime,we

gothungrysoIthoughtweshouldeatbeforewehit

theclub.

Viwe:Yeahmanwhyareyousoworkedup?Why

didn’tyoutellusaboutyournewgirlfriend?Her

cookingisamazing.No,IthinkIhavegained10kgs

justtonight!



Him:What?Uhmnosheisn’tmygirlfriend,Iamstill

withAlexia.Sheisthecook,Lusanda.

Me:Luyanda

Him:YeahLuyanda.Guysletgetgoing.

Themba:IamgoingwithLuyandatogopickuphey

friends.Sheiscomingwithus.

Me:I’mwhat?No.I’msorryguysIjustwanttosleep,

Iamexhaustedfromcookingy’all.

Viwe:Idon’trememberanyoneasking,it’seither

youcomewithuswillinglyorwetakeyouforcefully.

IcanseeSteroidsisgettingreallyangry.Maybehe



willlearnhowtotreatpeopleright.

Me:Yeah,fineIwillcomewithyou.Letmecallmy

girls.

.

.

Weallgettotheclubandthisplaceitpacked,lucky

ViwebookedtheVIPsectionforus.LeeandI

decidedtogotothedancefloor,wearenotgoingto

sitandwatchpeoplehavingfunrightinfrontofus

AfteraboutanhourofdancingIwalktowardsthe

bar.Ineedadrink.

Me:HeycanIgetaCoke!HEY,CANIGETACOKE

PLEASE?

Thedisadvantagesofbeingshort.



Guy:Hi.Igotthelastone.Youcanhaveitthough.

Iamdrooling.Thismanisjustyummy.Fathercatch

mebeforeIfaint.HeisgivingmeNayMapsvibes.

Thatsmile.HeclearshisthroatandIcomebackto

mysenses.

Me:uhmthanks.HowmuchdoIoweyou?

Him:DoyoureallythinkIwouldletagorgeouslady

likeyoupaymewithcash?No,Ijustwantyour

name.

Me:Lu...Luyanda

Him:Beautifulname,I’mThendo.

.



.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Rememberhowitfeltwhenyouwentshoppingwith

youmomandyousawatoyyouwantedbutyou

knewyourmomwhensaynosoyoudidn’tevenask?

That’showIfeelaboutLuyanda.Ireallydon’tknow

what’shappeningtome.Luyandaisdrivingme

crazy.Itrytocontainmyfeelingsforherbutit’s

hard.Sheisgorgeousandyoureallyseehowshe

lightsupwhensheiswithmom.Thosetwohave

becomebestfriends.

Weareattheclubandeveryoneisenjoying

themselves.LuyandaIntroducedmetoherfriend

Thami,wealreadyknowLerato.Everyoneisdance

andhavingfunthenmyeyeslandonLuyanda

talkingtosomeguy.Hercheeksarered,andsheis



smilingeartoear.Itrytocalmdown,butIreally

can’t.Thefactthatsheissmilingwithsomeone

else,istakingmeovertheedge.Ineedtostopthis

beforeitgetswaygettoocozy.

Igetyouthemandwrapmyarmsaroundherwaist

frombeforeandIkisshercheek.Icanfeelherbody

gettingtense.

Me:BabyWhoisthis?

ShelooksatmesurprisedbutIgiveherthe“you

betternotblowmycover”lookandshefakesa

smile.Shewasabouttoreplyme,buttheguybeats

hertoit

Him:Oh,I’mThendo.

Hesayswithsomustconfidencewhilstreaching



formyhand.Ishakehimhandsqueezingitabite.I

neededtogetthemessageacross,Iamnotoneof

hisfriends.

Me:Zwelibanzi.Uhmlovelet’sgotheothersare

waitingforus.Itwasapleasuremeetingyou

Thendo,butIwouldpreferthatyoustaythehell

awayfrommywoman.

Withthatsaidwewalkbacktoourtable.Icouldtell

shewasangry,butshewouldn’tsayanything.I

decidedtojustlookawaylikenothinghappened.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



Iamfuriousrightnow.Whatintheworldwasthat?

Whydidheevencomealongwithhisfriendsifhe

wasgoingtobeaDebbyDowner.Whatmademe

evenmoreangryisthathetookmeoutofagreat

conversationwithamouthwateringmanandnow

isn’tevenlookinginmydirection.

Me:Canwetalk?

Him:sure

Me:privately

Istandupandwalkouttotheparkinglotandhe

opensthepassengerdoorofhiscarindicatingthat

Ishouldgoinside.Igetinandhejogstohisside.

WeareinamatteblackJeepWrangler.Thiscaris

beautifulandveryclean.Ihaveafeelingheisa

cleanfreak.Hefinallysettlesdowngivingmethe

platformtospeak.



Me:Whatyoujustdidintherewasverychildishand

belittling.NevernotevenoncehaveIinterrupted

youwhileyouweretalkingtosomeone,butyoufeel

theneedtodoso,why?

Him:Iwasstoppingyoufromsellingyourselfto

thatidiot.Youlookedcheapbasicallythrowing

yourselfathim.

Thismanisnotonlyarrogant,controllingandrude

butheisalsodelusionalIsee.

Me:ListenhereandIhopeyoucleanedyouears

thismorningcauseIdon’twanttorepeatmyselfin

thefuture.YouandIarenotfriends,norwillweever

be.Iwantyoutorealisethatthewayyoutreatmeat

yourhouseisunacceptableouthere.Hereweare

equals.HowIchoosetopresentmyselforwhoI

choosetotalktoafterhoursisnoneofyour



businessMrMakhanya.So,Iwouldsuggestthat

youlearntostayinyourlaneasIstayinmine.

Iattemptedtoleavebuthelocksthedoor.Myanger

elevates.ControlyourselfLuyanda.Igivehima

questionablelookastowhyhejustlockedthedoor.

Him:YouaskedifWEcouldtalkandnowyouwant

toleavebeforewearedonetalking.Igetthatweare

notfriendsbutthatdoesn’tmeanIwillletyouact

likeaWHORE.Especiallywhenyouareherewith

myfriendsandI.IwillnotapologiseforshowingI

care.Nowwearegoingtogetbackinside,andyou

willdrivethegirlsandIwillgettheguys.Wewill

meetatmyplace.

.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

Viwe:What’sgoingonwithyouandLulu?You

almostchoppedoffourheadsfortalkingtoherthen

youdon’teventalkorlookather.

Themba:IamprettysureIsawyouholdingand

kissingher.Wecanseeyouhavefeelingforher

whyhaven’tyoumadeamove?

Me:guysareyouforgettingthatIhaveawoman?

Theyjuststartlaughing

Karabo:Banzijuststopwiththatnonsense.Weall

knowthatwhatyouhavewithAlexia,isyousettling.

StopbeingweakZwelibanzi.Makeheryoursbefore

someoneelsedoes.Thatgirlisamazingandtrust

mewhenIsay,youarenottheonlyonepersonthat



hashiseyesonher.

Thatactuallycutdeep.KarabohasIpointbuthe

doesn’tknowhowbadIhavetriedtogether

attentionsincetheorphanage.IjustfeelIdon’t

standachance.

...

Hopeyouenjoy

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:18] :Thecook,hissoulmate

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert5



Luyanda

It’sMondaymorningandIamrunninglate.Ialready

knowthatIamgoingtogetanearfulfromthe“It

Couple”.WhenIfinallygettowork,IfindSteroids

waitingformeinthekitchen.Lordbewithme.

Me:Goodmorningsir.IamreallysorryIamlateI

hadtransportissues.

Him:It’sokay.Imadebreakfast,helpyourselfto

some.

Holdon,waitjustonesecond.Didthismanjustsay

hemadebreakfastandIshouldeatit?No,Iam

sorry.ForallIknowhecouldhavepoisonedthe

food,Ican’ttrustthesepeople.

Me:Uhm...ThankyoufortheofferbutIhave



alreadyeaten.

Helooksatmeforawhilebeforetakingabiteofhis

food.Secondslaterhespitsitoutintoanapkinand

startslaughing.It’smyfirsttimeseeinghislaugh.

Him:Ohh.Iseriouslyneedtogetcookinglessons

beforeIdiedoffoodpoisoning.

Whyishebeingnicetome?Theremustbean

ulteriormotivebehindhisbehaviour.Thisisthe

verysamepersonthatbasicallycalledmeawhore

twodaysagoandnowheisbeingfriendly,

somethingisup.

Him:Ineedyoutocomeshoppingwithmetoday.

Mymomsentmeshoppinglistofthingssheneeds

fortheorphanageandIdon’tknowwheretoget

80%ofallofthem.



Me:Sircan’tyougowillMissDubeorLerato.Ineed

togetstartedondinner.

Him:Alexiadoesn’tstayhereanymoreandLeratois

offforafewweeksbecausesheiswritingherfinal

exams.Youaremyonlyhope.

Doesn’thegetthehint?Idon’twanttogowithhim!

Me:Alrightbutpleasecanwenottaketoolong

causeIstillhaveajobtodohere.

Him:great,justgiveme10minutestochange.

WiththatsaidheranoutandIwalktothefridge,I

amstarving.Itookoutmixedberriesandstarted

eating.Wellmorelikedevouringthem.



Hecomesbackwearingallblack,aVnecktop,

sweatpantsandsneakers.Gosh,helookslikehe

justwalkedoutofaMen’sHealthphotoshoot.Iam

sureIamdrooling.Hegetscloserandtakesa

raspberryfromme.

Him:Let’sgetgoing.

Hiscologneisintoxicating.LuyandaMahlanguget

yourselftogether,thismanisnogood.

TodayheisdrivingablackandwhiteFordWildtrak.

Allhiscarsbig.Isuggestedwegotoawholesaler

becauseallthethingsweneedwecanfindthere.

.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

Thegentsreallytalkedsomesenseintomethis

weekend.Ineededthewakeupcall.So,Ibrokeup

withAlexia.Thegirldidn’tevencry,asamatterof

factshesaid“Itwasabouttime.”Thatgirlhas

problems,Ipromiseyou.

Anyway,It’s15:25andIamdrivingusbackhome

fromourtriptotheorphanage.Momsentme

shoppingbecausesheisoutoftown.Luyanda

askedmetostopbyadumpstersoshecanthrow

awayourfoodwrappers.

Her:BANZI!COMEQUICK!

Shescreamsfromthedumpster.AsIgetcloserto

it,Istartedhearingababycrying.NowIam

confused.ThenIgettoherIfindhercarryingadirty



babythatisscreamingitslungsout.

Me:Luyandawhat’sgoingon?Who’sbabyisthat?

Her:Idon’tknowIwasthrowingawayourrubbish

whenIhearditcrying.Theyputababyinthe

dustbinBanzi.Thisbabycouldhavesuffocated

anddied.

Shejustbrokedown.Itookbabyfromherandled

themtothecar.Iwrappedhiminmyhoodieand

laidhimdowninthebackseat.IruntoLuyandaand

hugher.Shejustcryingevenmore.

Her:Idon’tunderstandhowpeoplecanbesoevil.

How...howdoyouleaveababyyoucarriedfor9

monthsinaplasticbagtodiesuchaslowand

painfuldeath?AninnocentbabyBanzi.



Idon’tevenknowhowtorespond.Seeingherlike

thisishurtingme.

Me:Getinthecarlet’sthathimtothehospital.

Pleasestopcrying.It’sallgoingtobeokay.I

promise.

ShenodsasIwipehertears.

.

.

Wehavebeenatthehospitalforafewhoursnow.

ThecopsgotaCCTVrecordingbutthemothers

faceiscoveredsothereisnothingtheycando.We

arewithchildservicesnowandtheyaretalkingthe

child.

Lulu:Waitcanweadopthim?

WHAT!



Her:Please.Iambeggingyou.

Shesayslookingatme.Theladyfromchild

serviceslooksatme.

Her:Iwillgiveyouaminute.Letmegooutside.

SheleavesandIlookatLuyanda.

Her:Banziplease.Iwilllookafterthechild.AllIam

askingisthatyouhelpmeadopthim.Youdon’t

havetodoanythingforus.IjustgotthisjobsoI

don’tthinktheywillletmeadopthimonmyown.

Youhaveasteadycareer.AllIamaskingisthat

youadopthimforme.IpromiseIwon’tcomplain,I

willalwaysbeontimetoworkandevenworkon

Sundays.PleaseIambeggingyou.



HowcanIsaynowhensheiscryinglikethis?

Lookslikewearegoingtobeparentsbeforeweare

evenacouple.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Iamexhaustedbothemotionallyandphysically.

WhenIsawthatbaby,myheartbrokeintoamillion

pieces.HowcanIhumanbesocruel?Thedoctor

saidhewasroughly3daysoldandheishealthy

justhungry.Banziwalksintothehospitalroomwith

asportsbag.

Him:Howareyoufeeling?



Me:IamanemotionalwreckBanzi.Istillhavethis

imageofhiminthatplastic.

Thetearsjuststartrowingdownmycheeks.He

hugsmeandIletitallout.AfterawhileIamcalm

again,hekissedthistopofmyheadandbreaksthe

hug.

Him:Ipulledsomestrings,andwecantakehim

hometomorrow.Wejustneedtosignabirth

certificateandheisours.

Me:Zwelibanzidon’tplaywithmelikethat.Nowis

notthetimeforjokes.

Him:I’mserious.Theformsareonthetable.

Me:Oh,thankyouMakhanya.Thankyousomuch.



Him:Ihaveconditionsthough.

Ohno,cruelBanziisback.

Him:1.Youmustmoveintomyhouseand2.You

areapplyingforCulinarySchool.

Movein??MelivingwithAlexia.Iamgoingtodie.

Me:Ican’tmoveinwithyouBanzi.Alexiahatesme

andIdon’twantheraroundmychild.Pleasegive

meanotheroption.

Him:Alexiaisn’tinthepictureanymoreandIalso

wanttobeabletoaccessmychild24/7.

Ipromisenoonewillbeinyourway.Please

Luyanda.



Guyshelpasisterout!WhatshouldIdo?Heis

adoptingthischildforme.HowdoItellThamithatI

ammovingout?

Me:Alrightbutyouwillhavetobetheretohelpme

tellThami.Idon’twanttohurtherBanzi.

Him:ThatisalsowhatIwantedtotalktoyouabout,

theyareoutsidethedoor.

HegoestocallthemandincomesLee,Thamiand

Thami’sparent.Thamijustrushestothebaby.

Tmom:Finally,IcanalsosayIhaveIgrandchild.

PhelaIwastheonlyoneleft.

Thami:Wowmom,howdidthisbecomeaboutyou?



Weallstartlaughing

Tdad:Lulubabyareyousureaboutthis,havinga

childisnojokeandyouareonly20?

Me:BabaIhaveneverbeensosureinmylife.

Banzi:TheywillmoveinwithmesoIcanalsohelp

whereIcan.

Lee:What?No,myfriendwon’tlivewiththat

psychopathofawomancalledAlexia!Shewillkill

mynephew.Irefuse.

Banzi:Alexiaisoutofthepicture;shewon’tbea

problem.

ThebabystartscryandIrushtohim.ThemomentI



puthiminmyarmshestopscrying,andbackto

Lalaland,hegoes.

Thami:YouaresogoodwithhimChomi.Idon’t

wanttobeinthewayofyoufinallybeinghappy

again.Moveinwithhim.

Me:Thamiareyousure?

Thami:BabeIcanfinallythrowhouseparties,it’sa

win-winsituation.

Thisgirliscrazy.

Lee:Heydon’tcry,youlookugly.Wesupportyou

withthis.Youarethefirstmominthegroup.Wena

ifyouhurtmyfriendorherbaby,Iwillkillyouwitha

nailclipper.ItwillbeaslowandpainfuldeathI

promiseyou.



GuysthefriendsIhavethough.

Banzi:Wow,thenyousayAlexiaisthepsychopath.

IpromiseLuyandawillonlycrytearsofjoy.Now

canwenamehimplease.

Tdad:HowaboutVuyolwethu?

Thami’sdadreallywantmetocry.That’smydad’s

name.

Banzi:VuyolwethuMakhanya.It’sperfect!

Weallagreed.Icouldn’thavechosenabettername.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

IhadtoleaveLuluatthehospitalsoIcangetallthe

thingsVuyolwethuwouldneed.Iamstandinginthe

babysectionnotknowingwheretostart.

Girl:Areyoulost?

Me:Kindof,ourbabycameearlierthanexpectedso

IneedtogeteverythingASAP.ProblemisIdon’t

knowwhattoget.

Her:Letmehelpyou.

Thisgirlisprettyandall,hugeassandstuffbutshe

reeksofdesperation.Afterabouttwohoursweare

done.Wegotfurniturethatwillbedelivered,

clothing,cars,strollers,bottles,thewholenine



yards.

Me:Thankyouforyourhelp.

Itakeoutmywalletandhereyeslitup.Igaveher

thefewhundredsIhad,probablyathousand.

Her:Thankyou,hereismynumber.Callme.

Me:Uhm,nothanks.I’mgood.

Her:Wow,sheissomeluckygirl.

Me:trustme.Iamlucksheevenlookedonmy

direction.

...
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Luyanda

“Luyanda...Luyandawakeup”whoeveriswaking

meuphasadeathwish.Ijustfellasleep.

Me:Justgoawwaaaaaaayyyyyy!

Him:alrightIwillleaveyouhereandjusttakemy

sonhome.Bye.



IgetupwithsonicspeedonlytofindBanzisitting

onthecouchnexttomefeedingVuyolwethu.He

justchuckles.

Me:Mxmmorning.Whendidyougethere?

Iaskwhilestretching,remindmetoneversleepon

thecouchagainmybodyhurtslikecrazy.

Him:Ibroughtyouclothestochangeyesterday,I

guessyoudidn’tnotice.Wehavetogetgoingsoon

sogobathwhileIfeedhim.

Hegivesmethesportsbag,theonehewas

carryingyesterday.

Me:Thankyou.



Iwalktothebathroomandgetmyselfclean.He

boughtallnewtoiletriesandclothes.Awhite

stretchyvest,theoneswiththesportsbralining.He

alsogotmeatracksuitandblacksneakers.How

doesheknowmysize?Everythingfitsperfect.

Wesignedtodischargeformandwenttodaythe

car.Banzihaseverythingprepared,evengotacar

seat.IsitatthebackwithVuyo.

Him:Ihopeyoudon’tmindwearestoppingatmy

parent’shouse.Theyjustgotback,andtheywantto

meetVuyolwethu.

Me:Noproblem.

Hestretchestogetsomethingfromonthe

passengerseatandgivesmeaplastic.



Him:Igotyousomethingtoeat.Iamsureyouare

hungry.

Hegotmemixedberriesandanicedtea.

Him:Wecanstopandgetsomethingelseifyou

don’twantthem,it’sjustthatyouarealwayseating

thatsoIju...

Me:No,uhmit’sjustwhatIneeded.Thankyou.

After25minuteswegettothisbeautifulhouse.It’s

notadoubtstorythistheothersinthe

neighbourhoodbutitishuge.

Me:wow.

Iwhisper



ZwelibanzitakesoutVuyocarseat,it’soneofthose

convertiblebabycarriers.Hismomisalreadyatthe

doorwhenwegettothefrontporch.

Her:Luyanda.Oohhhmywherehaveyoubeenall

ourlives?Comein,comein.

Banzi:Hi.Yourlast-bornsonisalsohereyouknow.

Carryingasleepingbabybutforgetaboutus,right?

Her:Zwenoteverythingisaboutyou,youknow?

Nowgivememygrandbaby.

Sheleadsustothelivingroomandthereisanold

mansittingreadingsomepapers.Hestandsto

greetyou.

Banzi:Mnguni*clanname*Howareyou?



Him:Gettingoldbutwearegoodson.

Hemovesclosertome.

Him:andyoumustbetheyoungladythatstolemy

placeasMaMakhanya’sfavouriteperson.

Me:Uhguiltyaschargedsir.

Him:wellit’snicetofinallymettheladythathas

beenmakingmysongainweight.Phelahealmost

evaporatedbecausehewasalwayseatingsalads.

Ican’thelpbuttolaugh.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

Him:Thembatellsmethatyouareyouareinlove

withLuyanda,whyhaven’tyoumadeyourmoveyet

orareyouwaitingforsomeoneelsetodoitforyou?

Wearesittingindad’soffice.MomishelpingLulu

withthebaby.

Me:Mnguniit’snotaseasyasyouthinkisit.Idon’t

wantherthinkingIamusingherasareboundand

besides,shehasn’tshownanyinterestinme.Idon’t

wanttoforcemattersBaba.

Him:Clearlyyouhaven’tnoticedhowshelooksat

you.It’sloveson,Icanseeitinhereyes.Shemay

notsayittoyou,butIknowwhatIamtalkingabout.

Itwon’tbeeasygettinghertotrustyoubut

Vuyolwethuisgoingtobethebridgethatbringsyou

together.Therealquestionishowmuchyouare



willingtodotogether.

Me:IhearyouBaba.

Mydadhasapoint,butIamnotusedyouhavingto

chaseafteragirl,theyusuallyjustcometome.

Luyandaisdifferent,sheisn’tamaterialistictypeof

person.Sheisdowntoearthandonlyeruptswhen

attacked.HowamIsupposedtoapproachher?

Wespentthewholedaywithmyparents.Mom

taughtushowthattakecareofVuyo,howtobath

him,changehim,theworks.WatchingLuluwith

Vuyowasjustbreathtaking.Youcouldseethelove

thatshehasforhim.Shehasthisgloweverytime

sheholdshimlikesheisfinallycomplete.Ireally

wishtogettoknowhowthepersonisunderthe

highwallsshehasputup.

.

.



.

.

Luyanda

“Closeyoureyes,Ipromiseyouwon’tfall.Justtrust

me”

WeareatBanzi’shouseandhehassomething

specialtoshowme.Thewayheissoexcited

Me:ZwelibanziMakhanyaifIfallwhileholdingmy

son.Iwillhateyouforever,soIsuggestyouslow

down.RememberthatIamshortcancan’twalkas

fastasyou.

Him:(laughing)Wearehereyoucanopenyoureyes.

IdoasIamtold,andIamamazed.Icanjustfeel



thetearsrolldownmycheeks.Hepreparednursery.

Thereiswhitefurniturewithhintsofgrey.Guysthis

isbeautiful.Vuyo’shasacotwithstuffedanimal,

thereisaoneseatcouchnexttoit.BanzitookVuyo

frommebeforeIdroppedhim.

Him:So,whatyoudoyouthink?

Me:IloveitBanzi.It’sjustsoperfect.

Iamcryinguncontrollably.Iamjustsograteful.I

don’tknowanyonewhowoulddosomuchfor

someonehedoesn’tknow.Hepullsmeinforahug

andIsilentlyletitallout.HeholdsmetillIcalm

down.Kissesthetopofmyheadandbreakaway.

Him:Comelet’sleavehimtosleep.

WegoodtotheTVroomandhebringsussnacks.



Him:Iwantedustogetknoweachother.Wehave

Vuyolwethuandwearegoingtobespendinglotsof

timetogether.LuyandaIwantyouwhoknowthatI

wanttobeinVuyo’slifeasmuchasyouareinhis.

Heismybabyaswellso.So,let’sgettoknoweach

other.

Me:Alright,how’saboutyoustart.

Him:Okay,Iam27andIamanArchitectandthe

CEOofmyfather’scompany.Drawingismy

passion,butIhardlydothatanymorebecauseIam

stuckwithpaperwork.Thembaismyonlysibling

butViweandKarabohavebecomemybrothers.I

caneatyourfoodliterallyeverysecondoftheday.I

don’treallyhaveafavouritecolour,butIprefer

black.That’sme.

Me:WellIamLuyandaMahlangu.Iam20.Imoved



inwithmybestfriend5monthsago,aftermyuncle

threwmeoutofmylateparent’shouse.Typical,I

know.IgotthisjobbecauseIcan’tliveoffThami

forever.Iamashygirlbutonceyougettoknowme,

Icanbeverytalkative.Iamveryreserved;Idon’t

drinkorsmokecauseIhonestlydon’tseethe

purposeforallthat.Cookingismypassion.Iam

newmom.Iloveberriesandmyfavouritecolouris

blue.

Him:Whathappenstoyourparents?

Herecomesthewaterwork.

Me:Theyweontheirwaytoworkwhenthetaxithey

wereincrashedandcaughtfire.Myfamilybasically

abandonedmeandThami’sparentstookmein.

Idon’tusuallyopenuptopeople,butIfeltso

comfortablearoundhim.



.

.

Idon’tknowhowbutIwokeinbed.Idon’teven

rememberfallingasleep.WaitIdidn’thearVuyo

cryingallnight.Godpleasecanmybabystillbe

alive.Igrabmyphoneandruntohisnurseryonlyto

findthemostadorablesite.

Vuyoislayingonhisfather’sbarechest.Ihaveto

capturethemoment.IthinkItooktenpicturesof

them.

Him:Heywhat’swiththepaparazzisoearlyinthe

morning?Iknowwearehandsomebutrelax.

Me:OhnohoneyIwastakingpicturesofmyson

withBigfoot.

Icouldtellhedidn’tgetmyjokeatfirst,buthe



finallygotit.

Him:HeydidyoujustcallmeaSasquatch?

HeaskswhileputtingVuyodownandwalkingover

tome.Istartwalkingbackwardstothedoor.

Me:Wellyouarereallytallandkindahairy.You

wouldfitrightin.

Luyanda,RUN!!!!!

MyheightwasadisadvantagebecauseIdidn’teven

getthatfar.Heputmeonthefloorandtickledme.

MeI...Iamsorry...Ba...Banzistoooooop

Him:TellmeIamthesexiestmanyouknow



MeIdon’t...Idon’twanttoliiieeee!!!

Him:sayingitorIwon’tstop

Me:OKAY

(Hestopped)

Me:BanziyouarethesexiestmanIknow.

Helooksdeepintomyeyesforawhilethengets

up...

Him:Iknow.

...



Hopeyouenjoy
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Zwelibanzi

TodaydecidedtogohomeearlybecauseIknow

thatsomeonewillbeboredwithoutLeratoatthe

house.WhenIgetthere,thehouseisempty.Igoto

Luyanda’sbedroomandsheisn’tthere.Igoaround

thewholehouseandnothing.Panicstartstokickin.

Itrycallherandherfriendscutmycallsgostraight



tovoicemail.Vuyo’scarrierandbagisgoneaswell.

Couldshereallyhaveleft?

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Lee:youlovehim,don’tyou?

Me:what?No!

Thami:Areyoutryingtoconvinceusoryourself?

Chomiyouareblushingrightnow,yougoingtotell

usthatyoudon’thavefeelingforhim.Heisliterally

allyouhavebeentalkingabout.Justadmitit.

Iamoutwiththegirlsforlunch.Vuyolwethuiswith



hisgrandmaandZwelibanziisatwork.IknewthatI

willbealoneallday,soIdecidedtogotothesalon

tobraidandofcoursemeetmegirls.

Me:Ijustdon’twanttosetmyselfupfor

disappointment.Let’snotforgivethatIamthehelp.

Lee:Iamthehelptoo,butyoudon’tseehim

adoptingkidswithme,askingmetomoveinwith

himorcallingeverytwosecondstoseeifIamokay.

Zwelibanziisinlovewithyouandyouhim.Y’all

needtostopactinglikeGenerationswherethey

take7000000000yearstogettothepoint.

ThamiandIareinstitches.Leeissomethingelse.

Thami:ShehasIpoint,y’allmustjusthookup

alreadyandcutthedrama.



Thisisallnewtome,thislovething.Iusedtoleave

thattoThami.Shewasthegirlthateverything

wantedIwasjustinvisible,andIlikedit.Thereis

justsomethingaboutBanzithough.Ican’tseemto

stopthinkingabouthim,atthesametimeIdon’t

wanttostop.Godwhatisgoingon?

Whenwewerelookinggoodandwerewellfed,we

wenthome.

WhenIgotthereBanzi’sfriendsareallthere.That’s

strange.Igettothemandtheyarejustsittingin

silent.

Me:Aren’tyouguyssupposedtobeworking?Why

areyouhere?

Theylookatmeliketheyareseeingaghost.



Themba:WhereareyoufromLuyanda?

Karabo:Wehavebeenlookingforyoulikecrazy.

WecalledMaandshesaidyoudropVuyolwethuat

herplace.Yourphoneisoff,yourfriendphonestoo.

Viwe:thisguyoverherehadaminiheartattack

becauseyouleft!

Me:Zweli,Isentyouatexttellingyouthatyour

momaskedforhergrandsonandsinceIdon’twant

tobealone,Iamgoingtogobraidmyhairandmeet

myfriends.

Thenthewarbegan.Theguysarethrowingpillows

atBanziandchasinghimaroundtheLivingroom.

Hegetsbehindmeandusesmeasashield.

Karabo:Luyandagetoutofthewayorwewillkill



youaswell.Asamatteroffact,weshouldbekilling

thebothofyou.

Banzi:Luludosomething!Thisistechnicallyall

yourfault.

Me:Myfault?Whydon’tyouopenyourmessages?

DidImentionhowintoxicatinghisscentis.Hehas

hishandonmywaistandIamtryingbyallmeans

tokeepmycool.Trustmeit’shard.

Me:Okayokay.Whatcanwedotogetyour

forgiveness?

Viwe:Nowyouaretalking,wewantfoodphela

Zwelibanzihasbeenstarvingussinceyou

disappeared!



Themba:Yeah,youwillfindusinthekitchen.

Theydidn’tevenwaitformetosayyes.Theyleftus

standingthey.Banziturnsmearoundstillholding

mywaist.

Him:Luyandayoureallyhadmeworried,Ithought

youleft.Pleasedon’tdothatagain,justcallmesoI

knowyouaresafe,okay?

Ijustlookdown.

Me:I’msorry.

Heliftsmychinwithhisfinger,comingclosertomy

face.HekissesmeandatfirstIdon’trespond

becauseI’minshockbutiffeelssogoodIcan’t

helpbuttokisshimback.Thingsstartedgetting

heatedand...



Viwe:Y’allwillsuckfacelater,wearehungry!

VIWE!!!!!!!

WebroketheholdandIwipemylip-glossoffhim.

Fixingmineaswell.Hepecksmeandwalkstothe

kitchen.

IneedasecondtocollectmyselfbecauseWOW!

ImadethemaThree-WayPorkBurger.Iusedlast

night’sleftoverpullpork,baconandham.Iadded

cheeseandmysecretsaucesandserveditwithan

ice-coldbeer.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

MyheartisdancinglikeMichaelJacksoninThriller.

Ifinallymademyfirstmove,andshedidn’tstopme.

Thejoythatiswithin!

Wearewatchinghercookandweareamazed.You

canseethepassioninhereyes.Itookafew

picturesandsodidtheothers.Withouthernoticing

ofcourse.Youcouldtellshewasinherelement,her

happyplace.

Karabo:CanIpleasetellmyunclescomebring

magaditomorrowmorningbecausewow,Ineedto

wifeyouasinyesterday.

Themba:HeyrememberyouarewithZulusit’s

calledLOBOLAanddon’tinsultmyunclebecause

wehavealreadytakenherasourmakoti.Justlook



atZwe’sfaceheisdrooling.Mybabybrotheris

whipped.

Thatlaughed

Me:Oh,shutupwena.Thankyouforthefood

Luyanda.

Iwinkatherandblushes,score!!!

Her:Uhm...you’rewelcome.I’mofftotakeanap.

Byeguys.

Them:ByeMrsM.

Theysaylikechoirboys.IdiotsItellyou,abunchof

idiots.

.



.

Theguyshaveleft,andIamwatchingTVwhen

suddenlymyphoneisbuzzinglikecrazy.

NotificationsfromInstagramsandWhatsApp.Just

Iamabouttoseewhat’sgoingonIgetacallfrom

Alexia.Whatdoesshewantfrommenow?

Me:Yeah?

Lex:YoureplacemewiththehelpZwelibanzi?The

oneIhiredforyou.Whatissospecialabouther?

Justtellme!WhatcanshepossiblygiveyouthatI

couldn’t?WhatitisZweli?Orisitpitycausesheso

damagedgoods?Iknewyouweregoingto

downgradebutIdidn’tthinkthatyouwouldgoas

farasthatdamagedthing!

Me:whatdoyoumean“damagedgoods”Alexia?



Lex:GoaskMrsMakhanya!

Shehungup,leavingmewhy21questionsandnot

answer.HowamIsupposedtofindout?Itrycall

heragainbutit’slikesheblockedme.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IwassleepingpeacefullythenIamwokenupbya

conferencevideocallfromThamiandLee.This

betterbegoodorIwillkillthemIpromise.

Thami:Tellusgirl,howwasit?

Lee:didithavethatthingman?TALK!!



Me:Whatarey’allonabout?Y’alljustwokemeup!

Lee:YouandSteroidsjustbecamethehottestnew

coupleandwenayouaresleeping?Waborashem!

Anentirebore!!

Thami:IsuggestyougocheckInstagramASAP!

Andthentellushowitwas.Wewantdetailsphela.

Thentheyendthecall.What’sgoingon?

Notificationsarecominginlikecrazy.

IopenmyInstagrambecauseit’smostly

notificationsfromthere.Ifindthousandsofnew

followersandatagfromViwe.Iopenitandgetthe

shockofmylife.Hepostedpicturesofmeand

Banzikissing,mecookingandpicturesofthe

burgeraswell.



Hiscaption:Thanksfortheamazingfood

@luyanda.the.cookorshouldIsayMrsMakhanya.

Whendidheeventakethesepictures?Iamgoingto

killsomeone’schildverysoon.

Icallthemback.

Lee:DETAILS!

Me:guysthereisreallynothingmoretosay.Wegot

caughtinthemoment.Itwasjustamazing.Guys

thisMAAAAAN!!!

Theyjustscream.Mygirlsarejusthypemen!

...



Thankyouforalltheloveguys Ihopeyou

enjoyed.

Pleaselike,commentandshare.

[10/29,17:19] :Thecook,hislove.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert7

Zwelibanzi

TodaydecidedtogohomeearlybecauseIknow

thatsomeonewillbeboredwithoutLeratoatthe

house.WhenIgetthere,thehouseisempty.Igoto

Luyanda’sbedroomandsheisn’tthere.Igoaround

thewholehouseandnothing.Panicstartstokickin.



Itrycallherandherfriendscutmycallsgostraight

tovoicemail.Vuyo’scarrierandbagisgoneaswell.

Couldshereallyhaveleft?

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Lee:youlovehim,don’tyou?

Me:what?No!

Thami:Areyoutryingtoconvinceusoryourself?

Chomiyouareblushingrightnow,yougoingtotell

usthatyoudon’thavefeelingforhim.Heisliterally

allyouhavebeentalkingabout.Justadmitit.



Iamoutwiththegirlsforlunch.Vuyolwethuiswith

hisgrandmaandZwelibanziisatwork.IknewthatI

willbealoneallday,soIdecidedtogotothesalon

tobraidandofcoursemeetmegirls.

Me:Ijustdon’twanttosetmyselfupfor

disappointment.Let’snotforgivethatIamthehelp.

Lee:Iamthehelptoo,butyoudon’tseehim

adoptingkidswithme,askingmetomoveinwith

himorcallingeverytwosecondstoseeifIamokay.

Zwelibanziisinlovewithyouandyouhim.Y’all

needtostopactinglikeGenerationswherethey

take7000000000yearstogettothepoint.

ThamiandIareinstitches.Leeissomethingelse.

Thami:ShehasIpoint,y’allmustjusthookup

alreadyandcutthedrama.



Thisisallnewtome,thislovething.Iusedtoleave

thattoThami.Shewasthegirlthateverything

wantedIwasjustinvisible,andIlikedit.Thereis

justsomethingaboutBanzithough.Ican’tseemto

stopthinkingabouthim,atthesametimeIdon’t

wanttostop.Godwhatisgoingon?

Whenwewerelookinggoodandwerewellfed,we

wenthome.

WhenIgotthereBanzi’sfriendsareallthere.That’s

strange.Igettothemandtheyarejustsittingin

silent.

Me:Aren’tyouguyssupposedtobeworking?Why

areyouhere?

Theylookatmeliketheyareseeingaghost.



Themba:WhereareyoufromLuyanda?

Karabo:Wehavebeenlookingforyoulikecrazy.

WecalledMaandshesaidyoudropVuyolwethuat

herplace.Yourphoneisoff,yourfriendphonestoo.

Viwe:thisguyoverherehadaminiheartattack

becauseyouleft!

Me:Zweli,Isentyouatexttellingyouthatyour

momaskedforhergrandsonandsinceIdon’twant

tobealone,Iamgoingtogobraidmyhairandmeet

myfriends.

Thenthewarbegan.Theguysarethrowingpillows

atBanziandchasinghimaroundtheLivingroom.

Hegetsbehindmeandusesmeasashield.

Karabo:Luyandagetoutofthewayorwewillkill



youaswell.Asamatteroffact,weshouldbekilling

thebothofyou.

Banzi:Luludosomething!Thisistechnicallyall

yourfault.

Me:Myfault?Whydon’tyouopenyourmessages?

DidImentionhowintoxicatinghisscentis.Hehas

hishandonmywaistandIamtryingbyallmeans

tokeepmycool.Trustmeit’shard.

Me:Okayokay.Whatcanwedotogetyour

forgiveness?

Viwe:Nowyouaretalking,wewantfoodphela

Zwelibanzihasbeenstarvingussinceyou

disappeared!



Themba:Yeah,youwillfindusinthekitchen.

Theydidn’tevenwaitformetosayyes.Theyleftus

standingthey.Banziturnsmearoundstillholding

mywaist.

Him:Luyandayoureallyhadmeworried,Ithought

youleft.Pleasedon’tdothatagain,justcallmesoI

knowyouaresafe,okay?

Ijustlookdown.

Me:I’msorry.

Heliftsmychinwithhisfinger,comingclosertomy

face.HekissesmeandatfirstIdon’trespond

becauseI’minshockbutiffeelssogoodIcan’t

helpbuttokisshimback.Thingsstartedgetting

heatedand...



Viwe:Y’allwillsuckfacelater,wearehungry!

VIWE!!!!!!!

WebroketheholdandIwipemylip-glossoffhim.

Fixingmineaswell.Hepecksmeandwalkstothe

kitchen.

IneedasecondtocollectmyselfbecauseWOW!

ImadethemaThree-WayPorkBurger.Iusedlast

night’sleftoverpullpork,baconandham.Iadded

cheeseandmysecretsaucesandserveditwithan

ice-coldbeer.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

MyheartisdancinglikeMichaelJacksoninThriller.

Ifinallymademyfirstmove,andshedidn’tstopme.

Thejoythatiswithin!

Wearewatchinghercookandweareamazed.You

canseethepassioninhereyes.Itookafew

picturesandsodidtheothers.Withouthernoticing

ofcourse.Youcouldtellshewasinherelement,her

happyplace.

Karabo:CanIpleasetellmyunclescomebring

magaditomorrowmorningbecausewow,Ineedto

wifeyouasinyesterday.

Themba:HeyrememberyouarewithZulusit’s

calledLOBOLAanddon’tinsultmyunclebecause

wehavealreadytakenherasourmakoti.Justlook



atZwe’sfaceheisdrooling.Mybabybrotheris

whipped.

Thatlaughed

Me:Oh,shutupwena.Thankyouforthefood

Luyanda.

Iwinkatherandblushes,score!!!

Her:Uhm...you’rewelcome.I’mofftotakeanap.

Byeguys.

Them:ByeMrsM.

Theysaylikechoirboys.IdiotsItellyou,abunchof

idiots.

.



.

Theguyshaveleft,andIamwatchingTVwhen

suddenlymyphoneisbuzzinglikecrazy.

NotificationsfromInstagramsandWhatsApp.Just

Iamabouttoseewhat’sgoingonIgetacallfrom

Alexia.Whatdoesshewantfrommenow?

Me:Yeah?

Lex:YoureplacemewiththehelpZwelibanzi?The

oneIhiredforyou.Whatissospecialabouther?

Justtellme!WhatcanshepossiblygiveyouthatI

couldn’t?WhatitisZweli?Orisitpitycausesheso

damagedgoods?Iknewyouweregoingto

downgradebutIdidn’tthinkthatyouwouldgoas

farasthatdamagedthing!

Me:whatdoyoumean“damagedgoods”Alexia?



Lex:GoaskMrsMakhanya!

Shehungup,leavingmewhy21questionsandnot

answer.HowamIsupposedtofindout?Itrycall

heragainbutit’slikesheblockedme.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IwassleepingpeacefullythenIamwokenupbya

conferencevideocallfromThamiandLee.This

betterbegoodorIwillkillthemIpromise.

Thami:Tellusgirl,howwasit?

Lee:didithavethatthingman?TALK!!



Me:Whatarey’allonabout?Y’alljustwokemeup!

Lee:YouandSteroidsjustbecamethehottestnew

coupleandwenayouaresleeping?Waborashem!

Anentirebore!!

Thami:IsuggestyougocheckInstagramASAP!

Andthentellushowitwas.Wewantdetailsphela.

Thentheyendthecall.What’sgoingon?

Notificationsarecominginlikecrazy.

IopenmyInstagrambecauseit’smostly

notificationsfromthere.Ifindthousandsofnew

followersandatagfromViwe.Iopenitandgetthe

shockofmylife.Hepostedpicturesofmeand

Banzikissing,mecookingandpicturesofthe

burgeraswell.



Hiscaption:Thanksfortheamazingfood

@luyanda.the.cookorshouldIsayMrsMakhanya.

Whendidheeventakethesepictures?Iamgoingto

killsomeone’schildverysoon.

Icallthemback.

Lee:DETAILS!

Me:guysthereisreallynothingmoretosay.Wegot

caughtinthemoment.Itwasjustamazing.Guys

thisMAAAAAN!!!

Theyjustscream.Mygirlsarejusthypemen!

...



Thankyouforalltheloveguys Ihopeyou

enjoyed.

Pleaselike,commentandshare.

[10/29,17:19] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert8

Luyanda

Myalarmwokemeupthismorning.Ididn’twantto

belateIstillneedthisjobespeciallynowthatIhave

Vuyolwethu.AftertakingabathIputonmy

leggingsandXLtopthatbecomesanoffthe

shoulderstop.Allblackofcourse.



VuyoisstillsleepingbutIputhiminstrollersoIcan

bringhimwithme.Iparkedthestrollerbythe

breakfastnookthatnooneeveruses,andIstart

cooking.IjustmadethesimpleEnglishbreakfast

becausethebossdoesn’teatallthatfancystuff

andLeeisn’theretoeatit.

Banziwalksinshirtless.Oh,JehovahwhatdidIdo

toyoumara?Somuchtemptationsoeasyin

morning.DidthisroomjustgethottercauseIthinkI

amabouttosweat.Luyandaturnaround!!!!

Iwalktothefridgeandjusttookoutplainyoghurt

andsomeberriesformysmoothieasIwasaboutto

reachforthemIcanfeelhiswarmbreathonmy

neck.Iswearmykneeswentweak.Hewrapsarms

aroundme.

Him:Good(kiss)morning(kiss)Luyanda(kiss)



Hesayswhilekissingmyneckdowntomy

shoulder.Itrymovingbutheholdsmetighter.

Me:Banzidoyouwantmetoburnthehouse?

Causeifyoudon’tletgoofmethat’swhatisgoing

tohappen.

Helaughsandlet’sgoofme.Igotothestove,turn

itoffandplatehisfood.Heissittingnexttohisson

atthebreakfastnook.

Me:alreadysetupthediningroomtableforyousir.

Him:Iwanttoeatherewithmysonandhismom.

Tjo.Ijusttakethatberriescausemakinga

smoothiewilljusttaketoolong.Iseeoppositethem

andhedigsin...



Me:Hey!Didn’tyoumomtellyouifyoudon’tpray

youwillchokeonyourfood?Youaregoingtoteach

mychildthewrongthingswena.

HeburstsintolaughterwakingupVuyo.

Him:goodmorningMnguni.Sorryforwakingyou.

It’sallyourmother’sfault.

Vuyocriesevenmore.Igetupandtakehimfrom

Banzi.

Me:morninghandsome.Whatisthisnakedman

doingscarringyouhuh?Camelet’sgobathwhile

Daddygetsreadyforwork.Banzigotowork.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

IloveseeingtheeffectIhaveonher.Itshowsme

thatmyeffortsaren’tfornothing.Ididn’tevenwant

tocometoworktodaybutsheforcedmeto,she

wantstospendtimewithhersonalone.

Text:“IfyouwanttoknowwhatImeantbut

“damagedgoods”youwillallowustocomeyour

housetonight.Youwillgetalltheproofyouneed.”

Me“Alexiathiswillbethelasttimeyoubothermy

family.18:00don’tbelate.”

ItryworkingbutIandconcentrateanymore.I

suddenlyfeellikeIjustscrewedup.

.

.



.

.

Luyanda

Banzigothometodayandhehasbeenactingfunny.

Idon’tknowifIdidsomethingwrong,butheisjust

off.AnywaysweareIaminthelivingroom

watchingseriesonTV.Iheardthedoorbellringbut

Banzigetsit.Icanhearhimwelcomepeoplein,soI

makemyselflookpresentableforwhoeverisatthe

door.

IlookupandIstarttofeelathousandknivesinmy

heart.Howisthemanstandinginfrontmewitha

smileonhisface?Tearsfallfrommyeyes.

Howdidhefindme?

Whendidhegetoutofprison?



Mycheststartsfeelingtight.Breathingbecomes

moredifficult.

Why,whydidtheybringthismanhere?

WhatdidIeverdotothemthattheycouldbringhim

tome!

Banzi:Lulu,what’sgoingon?

Icanfeelmyselflosingbalance.Hecatchesme

beforeIfall.

Banzi:Luyanda,babykeepyoureyesopen.Lulu

lookatme.

Thenitwaslightsoutofme.

.



.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

TheambulancecametotakeLuyanda,Ihavenever

feltsodefeated.Seeingheralmostlifelessinmy

arms.Ineedtodealwiththesetwo.

Me:Caretotellmewhatmusthappen?

Him:Uhm...IamMrKhoza.IwasLuyanda’sMath’s

teacherbeforeIwenttoprison.MsAlexia

contactedmeclaimingtobeLuyanda’sfriend.She

toldmethatLuluwantstofinallytalktome.

Didthismanjustsayjail?



Him:WhenLuyandaiswas13I...Itookher

innocenceforcefully.

Icanfeelmytemperaturerising.Noasamatterof

factIamlivid.Didhejustsayherapemywoman?

Andheisinmyhouse?Thesetwohaveadeath

wish.

Him:Andthat’swhatlandedmeinprison.Iamout

ongoodbehaviour.ItriedtoreachouttoLuyanda

whenIwasstillinside,buttheytoldmeIcouldn’t

becauseshewasstillachild.Whensendturned18,

IsentherallthelettersIwroteher.Butshenever

responded.WhenAlexiacontactedme,Ithought

Luyandawasfinallywillingtoletmeapologise,face

toface.IbrokethatlittlegirlbeyondrepairandI

wanttotellherhowsorryIam,butIseesheisn’t

ready.



Iwantedtobeathimsobad,butIwastaughtto

neverlayahardonmyelders.Themanmustthank

hisancestors.

IamdrivingtothehospitalwithVuyolwethu,will

takehimtomom’shouse.

AllIkeepthinkingishowcouldIhavebeenso

stupid?IwelcomedLuyanda’srapistintoourhome.

Whydidn’tIjustdothebackgroundcheckthatI

wantedto,Iwouldhaveavoidedallthis.Iamhating

myselfnow.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Me:Please,pleasestop!!



Iamscreamingbuthejustcontinues.Hissweatis

drippingallovermeashepleaseshimself.Hurting

meintheprocess.

“Luyanda,Luyandawakeyou.It’sjustadream.

Wakeyou.Youaresafe.”

IopenmyeyeandseeIamahospitalroom.Banzi

sotheonlyonehere.

Him:Lethecallthedoctor,okay...

Me:No,pleasedon’t.Pleasejustholdme.

Hegetsonthebedandpullsmetohischest.

Kissingmyforehead.



...

Tobecontinued

[10/29,17:20] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini.

Insert8

Continuation-Luyanda

IwokeupinBanzi’sarms.Heisholdingontome

fordearlife.Ineedthebathroombutatthesame

timeIdon’twanttodisturbhissleep,helooksso

peaceful.Notlikethemean,uptightmanwesee

whenheisawake.Itrytobreakfreefromhim,but

hisgripgetstighter.



Him:Mhmmm,Luyandajustgobacktosleep.Just

foranhour.

Hesayswithhiseyesstillclosed.

Me:Banziletgoofme,Ineedtogotobathroom,or

doyouwantmetowetthebed?

Hechucklessleepily

Him:wetitifyouwant,it’snotmine.

Me.ZwelibanziletgoofmeorIwillbiteyou!

Him:Youwou...Aaaaahhhhhh!

Iburstintolaughter.Heiswideawakenow



Him:Luyandayoujustbitme!

Me:ZwelibanziIrememberwarningyou.Youare

theonethatdidn’tlisten.Nowletgoofme!

Him:Youknowwhat,go!GocausenowIammadat

you.LEAVE!

Ijustlaughandwalktothebathroom.Idomy

business,washmyhandandbrushmyteeth.Since

Iamalreadyhere,Itakeashower.

AsIamenjoyingmyshower,Ifeelacoldbreezehit

myback.IturnandseeBanzibuttnakedinfrontme.

Icovermyeyeswithmyhand.CallitchildishbutI

reallydon’twanttoseehimnaked.

Me:BanziWhyareyounakedinmyshower?Get



out!

Isaypushinghimwithmyfreehandbutinsteadof

leavingheholdsmyhand

Him:sopeopleshowerwithclothesonwhenyou

arefrom?

Hesaysremovingmyhandfrommyfaceand

makesmelookathim.

Him:I’mnotgettingoutofthisshowersoIsuggest

yougetcomfortablewithmypresencesowecan

getout.

Weendeduptakinganinnocentshower.NowIam

packingawayourclothessowecanleavethis

hospital.



Him:Luyandacomehereforasecond.

Iwalkovertohimandhemakesmesitontheside

ofthebed,andhecomesbetweenmylegs.

Him:ListenLuluaboutyesterday...

Me:LookBanzi.Iwasraped7yearsago.Yes,the

scarwillforeverbeinmyheart,butIdon’twantthat

mantohaveanymorepoweroverme.Ijustwantto

moveonwithouthavingtoworryabouthim.It’s

evidentthatAlexiaisouttohurtme,butIcan’tlet

hertwistedplansmessupmyhappiness.Canwe

justforgetaboutyesterdayplease?

Hejustpullsmeclosertohimthenkissingthelife

outofme.Ichosethewrongdaytowearthisdress

becausehishandsarerunningfrommythighsto

mywaist.Honestly,Iamnotevencomplaining.

.



.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

HavingLuyandainmyarmsallnightwasheavenly.

Herskindrivesmecrazy,ohthethingsIwanttodo

toher.It’sjustnottherightsettingortimingforall

that!

Mom:HayiboZwe,letthegirlbreathe!

Damnit!!!

Luyandapullsawayshyly



Me:Whatisitwithy’all?It’slikeyougettinga

notificationeverytimeIamabouttogetlucky,then

youmessupthemoment!

Luyandahitsmyshoulder.IlaughbutdeepdownI

wasreallyannoyed.

Thedoctorwalksinwithareddressthatiseven

shorterthatherlabcoat.ForgivemeifI’mwrong

butaren’tdoctorssupposedtobeinscrubs.Isthis

dresscodeevenallowed?

Dr:Goodmorning

Shesayslookingatmewithanaughtysmile.

Them:Hi



Me:Drcanyoupleasetellmewhathappenedtoher,

wasitanythinglifethreatening?

Dr:MsMahlanguhadapanicattackswhichleadto

herfainting:Faintingiscausedbyasuddenand

significantdropinbloodpressure.Whenyou're

anxious,yourbloodpressurerises.So,it's

extremelyunlikelythatyouwillfaint,butitdoes

happen.

MymomletsoutamockingchuckleandIknowshe

isangry

Mom:Andwhycouldn’tyouhavesaidthatwithout

yourbreastinhisface?Comebabyletgo.Banzi

youwillfindyouathome.

ShepullsLuyandaandwalksoutthedoor.Whatdid

Idowrongnow?Mymomcanbesodramaticat

times.



Me:Luyanda?

Shejustclickshertongueandleavesmewiththe

doctor.

Aftersigningthedischargeformandsettlingthebill

Idrivetodad’shouse.AssoonasIgetinthehouse,

IcanhearVuyolwethuscreaminghislungsout.I

walktothelivingroomandfindDadtryingtofeed

him.

Me:Dadwhatareyoudoingtomyson?Iamsure

theycanhearhimdownthestreet.

Dad:Yourmotherlefthimwithmebutseemingly

thislittlemandoesn’tlikemeatall.Here,takehim.

OkayIamconfusedmomsaidwewillmeethere,



andtheyleftbeforeme,theyshouldbeherebynow.

LetmecallLuyandaandfindoutwheretheyare.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

AfterthehospitalMrsMandIwenttothemallfor

someretailtherapy,ofcourseiswasheridea.She

saysIneededastressrelieverafterwhatthat

doctordid.Iknowsheisjustusingmeasan

excuseforhertogoshoppingbutIdon’tmind

causeweareusinghermoney.

Afterwhatfeltlikeyearsofshopping,wewentto

thespaforfullbodymassages.GuysIhavenever



beentoaspaandIamreallylovingit,thismanhas

GodshandsIpromiseyou.Myphoneringsyet

again,Banzihasbeenblowingupmyphonesince

wegottothemallandit’sgettingannoying.

Me:Ahhhhhhe..hello?

Anothermoanescapesmylips.

Him:Luyandawhereareyou?Youhavebeengone

forhoursandyouaren’ttellingmycalls!Doyou

knowhowworriedweare?

Thismanisdramatic!

Him:Andwhyareyoubreathingheavy?

Me:Iwillbetherein30minutes...



“Anhour”theMasseurwhispers

Me:BanziIwillbethereinanhour...

Him:Luyandawhoisthatmaninthebackground?

Me:Ahhh...Gottogo.Kissmybabyforme,bye.

Ihangup.Serveshimright.That’spaybackforthe

doctor.

.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

Luyandawantsmetodieattheageof27Ipromise

you.Whyisn’tshehomeyetandmostimportantly

whoisthatmaninthebackground.

Dad:Didshetellyouwheretheyare?

Irealiseagreatsighandpinchthebridgeofmy

nose.

Me:Dad,IthinkLuyandaischeatingonme!

Helaughstakingofhisglassesandpickinguphis

drink

Dad:Howisshecheatingonyouifyouhaven’teven

madeheryoursyet?



Hesayslookingatmewithoneeyebrowraised

Him:Itoldyoutostopthiscatandmousegameyou

areplaying,butyoudecidednottolistentomeand

tookyoursweettime.Nowyouaremadthat

someonetookher?

Mxm

Ihonestlycan’timaginemyselfwithanyonebut

Luyanda.NowImustwatchherwithsomeoneelse?

Never!

...

Howy’allenjoyedtheCONTINUATIONofinsert8.



Pleaselike,commentandshare.

[10/29,17:20] :Thecook,hissoulmate

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert9

Luyanda

IamwalkingtoVuyolwethu’sroomsoIcanfeed

himbutwhenIgetthere,IseeBanzihasalready

beatmetoit.Idon’teventhinkhehasnoticedme.

Him:Whatdoyouthinkhuh?ShouldDaddyjusttell

Mommythatheloveshernoworheshould

Justwaitfortherighttime?

(Pretendstolisten)



Him:Yeahyou’reright,Iwillscareheroff.Daddy

hasbeenactinglikeachildthesedaysandnowI

can’teventalktoherprobably.Ijustmade

everythingworseformyself.

(Pretendstolisten)

Him:Youwanttoknowwhat’sgoingon?Well

DaddyisjealousthatMommycouldhavea

boyfriend,Iknowright?

(Pretendstolisten)

Him:Crazyright?IjustwishItoldherthatIloveher

beforethatotherguywasinthepicture,butIguess

IwilljustkeepittomyselfcauseDaddyisn’tafan

ofrejection.



Wait.Thatisthereasonwhyhehasbeenmoody

andveryrudethisweek?Allbecauseofthe

Masseur?Zwelibanzilovesme?Wow,heisterrible

atshowingitthough.Ijustdidn’tthinkhewasthe

fallinginlovetypehonestly.IknowIlovehimbutI

justIdon’twanttobesomereboundchick.

Ijustwentbackdownstairstothekitchentoputthe

milkaway.Banziwalksin.Why?

Me:Wouldyoulikeyourbreakfastnow?

Him:No,Iwillgrabsomethingtoeatattheoffice.

Me:It’saSunday,youhavebeenatworkallweek

Banzi.

Him:Andhowisthatanyofyourbusiness?



Tjo.Okay,Luyandajustdropit.

Ijustwalkawaybecausewow.Myphoneringsand

it’sLee.

Me:Hibaby,howareyou?

Lee:Mxmdon’tbabyme,Iwanttotalktomyson

Me:ThenbuyYOURSONaphoneandstop

botheringmeonmine.

Banzistormsoutslammingthedoorbehindhim.

Me:Girl.Steroidsisonsomeothertiptoday.Heis

justactingsochildish.

Itellherwhathappenedlastweekendandshejust



laughedatme.Mxm.HereIamthinkingshewill

adviseme,butboyIwassowrong.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Luyanda,Luyanda,Luyanda.

Thiswomanhasmylifeinthepalmofherhands.I

justgetsomadwhenshecalledherboyfriendbaby

infrontofme.Takethismorningforinstancewhy

didhewanttotalktoMYSON?Sheisreallytesting

me.It’s7pmIalreadyputVuyotosleep.Iam

watchingsportsinthelivingroomandLuyanda

comesinwithourfood.Sheputsmyfoodonthe

coffeetableandsitsonthefurthestcouchfromme.

Withherfeetupandtheplateonherlap.She

honestlyneedstostopwearingleggings,it’stoo



muchofatemptationforme.

Shesaysalittleprayertheneats.Iamstillstaring

ather.Thiswomanisjustsogorgeous,evenher

simplestgesturesmakemedrool.

Her:Isthereaproblem?

Shesaysstilllookingatherfood.

Me:uhm...No,notatall.(Sigh)

Sheputsherfooddownandstandsup.Wait,sheis

comingdirectlytome.Shesitsonmylap,saddling

me.Thistakesmebysurprisebecausesheis

alwayssoshyaroundme,thisisadifferentsideof

her.



Her:Banzijusttellmewanttheproblemissowe

canfixitandmoveon.Yourmoodswingsarejust

tiringandverychildishtosaytheleast.

Seeinghertakecontrolisaturnon.Zwelibanzi

controlyourself.

Me:Luyandayouhavebeenwalkingaroundhere

smilingandblushing,talkingtothatboyfriendof

yoursinfrontofme.Ijustfeltyouarebeing

inconsiderateofmyfeelings.Especiallywithwhat’s

beengoingonbetweenusthepastfewdays.You

wereliterallymoaningonthephonewhiletalkingto

metheotherday.AmIjustsupposedtogoonlike

nothinghappenedbetweenus?

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



Iwashonestlytiredofhisattitudetowardsme,soI

hadtodosomethingaboutit.

Me:Thatguythatyouheardinthebackgroundthat

daywasn’tmyBoyfriend,Banzihewasmymasseur.

YourmomandIweregettingmassagesatthespa.I

justdidthattomakeyoujealousbecauseofthe

doctor.Zweyouwerepracticallydroolingoverher

secondsafterwehadjustkissed.Thathurt.You

mademefeellikeIwasn’teventhere.

OkayIdidn’tthinkIwasgoingtosaythat.Itjust

slippedout.

Ihearhimclearhisthroat.Hepullsmeclosetohim.

Itrytolookdownbutheliftsmychinupwithhis

finger.

Him:IknowyouheardeverythingIsaidwhenIwas



talkingtomyson,eavesdroppingisabadthingby

theway.

Ilaughcausehewentfrombeinguptighttojoking

aroundinseconds.

Him:Nowthereisnouseinhidingmyfeelingsfor

you.LuyandaIloveyou,withallmyheartIdo.I

knowyouwon’tbelievemebecauseofmyactions

butbelievemewhenIsayLuyandaIfellinlovewith

youthemomentImetyou.AllIamaskingfromyou

isthatyougivemetheopportunitytoshowyouthat

love.Iwantyoutoseeitinmyactionsandnotmy

words.AllIamaskingyouforisachance.

Ididn’tthinkthathewasgoingtosayallthatand

putmeonthespot.

Me:BanziIhaveneverdonethisbefore,andIfear

gettinghurt...



HelooksdownindisappointmentbeforeIeven

finished.

Me:Heylookatme.

Helooksupatme.

Me:AlthoughIamscared,Iwanttobewithyou.

Youaregoingtohavetoteachmehowtoberight

foryou.Ineedyoutobecompletelyhonestwithme

allthetime.BanziIcan’tstandcheating,IfIdon’t

satisfyyou,Ineedyoutotellmeratherthancheat

onme.IamtrustingyouandIdon’twanttoregret

mydecision.Iwantustobehappynotjustforus

butforourson.Vuyolwethucomesfirst.

Him:Iwouldn’thurtyouintentionallyLuyanda.I

promisetoloveyoutillGodtakesmefromyou.

EventhenIwillloveyou.



Hebringsmecloserandstartstoleavewetkissed

onmynecktillhegetstomylips.Westartkissing

passionatelyandIcanfeelhimgrowingbeneath

me.Hishandsaregrippingmybuttandhetriesto

bringmecloser,butthebabymonitorgoesoff.

Him:Weneedtokeephimawayformymom.Sheis

teachinghimhowtocockblock.

Ijustlaughthenpeckhimandwalktomysons,

nursery.Afterfeedinghim,hefellasleepagain.AsI

waswalkingtomyroomBanzijumpedinfrontyou

thedoor.

Me:Andthen?ZwelibanziIreallywanttosleep.

Nowmoveawayfromthedoorplease.

Him:Luyandaweareacouplenow.Withakid.Iam

notsleepingalonewhenmywomanisinthesame



house.Nowlet’sgotoOURROOMplease.

Idon’tmove,Ijuststareathim.Hechucklesand

putsmeoverhisshoulderlikeasackofpotatoes.

Him:Notetoself,theonlywayyouwillgetwhatyou

wantisifyoudoityourself.

...

Iamsorryit’sshort.Iwillmakeitupy’all

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:20] :Thecook,hissoulmate
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Insert10

Zwelibanzi

TodayisofficiallythebestmorningIevenhad.

Iwokeupnexttoagoddess.Sheisjustbeautiful.

Sheisn’twearingnormalsilkandlacelacepjsbut

sheisinboxersandabaggyT-shirt.Shealsohasa

bandanaonherhead.SheiscutejustnotwhatIam

usedtoseeinginbed.Ilikeit.

Her:Areyougoingtostareatmeallmorningorare

yougoingtosaygoodmorninglikeanormalperson.

Me:Iamfarfromnormalbaby

Ichuckleandtrytokissherbutshepushesme

away.



Her:Nooo,morningbreath.Getaway.

Me:DoyouthinkIcareaboutthat.CanIgetsome

loveplease?

Shesmilesandletsmekissher.

Afteralong,beautifulkisssheslidesoutsoutthe

bedandwalkstothebathroom.Shecomesback

after45minuteswithatowelaroundherbodyand

anotherwipingherface.

Her:Iranyouabath.Weneedtogetthedaystarted.

Goclosethetapbeforethebathroomfloods.

Me:AndwhotoldyouthatIamtakingabathtoday?

Iwasplanningawaterstrike.



Isaycrossingmyarmslikeatoddler.

Her:Iwouldn’tmindifyouweresinglebuuuuuut

you’renot.Iwouldsuggestyougobathunlessyou

arethinkingofbeingsingleagain.Thatcanbe

arrangedMrMakhanya

Thenshewakestomeandpecksmebefore

walkingout.ImustbeinGod’sgoodbooksbecause

Idon’tknowhowsheismine.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Me:GoodMorninghandsome.



IsayasIpickupmybabyboy.Thisboyisgoingto

beacharmerwhenhegrowsup.GodpleaseIdon’t

wanthimgettinglittlegirlspregnant.Theass

whippinghewillget,lol.

IjustbathedVuyoandafterdressinghimIfeedhim.

Ourbondingsessionisdisturbingbemyphone

ringing.

Her:LuyandaMahlangu

Me:ThamsanqaJali

Her:DoyouwantMrsJalitokillyouwithherbare

hands.Sheiscryingherheresayingyoudon’twant

hertobewithhergrandson.Pleasesparemethe

dramaandgetyourassheretoday.



Icouldhelpbutlaugh.Thami’smomissodramatic

thoughandseeminglyitrunsintheblood.

Me:Wowokay,calmdown.Iwillcome.

Her:Pleasecomewithginformebaby,IpromiseI

willloveyouforever.

Me:ChomididyouforgetthatIhaveababynow?I

can’twalkintoabottlestorewithababy.

Her:Mxm,VuyoandIaregoingtohaveaproblem,I

promiseyou.Laterbabes.

.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

Themba:So,youfinallygotthecouragetotellher

howyoufeelabouther?Youarereallyamannow

Mnguni.Iamproud,phelaweweredoubtingyour

abilities.

IamoutwiththeguysandItoldthemthatLuyanda

andIareinarelationship.TheyarehappyIgotrid

ofAlexiaofcourse.

Viwe:Yoursituationisdifficultbecausey’allhada

babybeforeyougotintoarelationship.Thatdoesn’t

meanthatyouhavepastthestepsofbeing

romanticandstuff.

Karabo:Justdon’tgetcomfortablebro.Vuyoisn’t

securityatall.Luyandacanfindhimastepdad

anytime.



Themba:Yeahjustrememberhowyouwerewhen

youthoughtshehadfoundanotherguy.Don’tplay

withherbro.

Me:Wow,youguysaresayingsomethingwith

sense.That’safirst.OnaseriousnotethoughI

reallydotakewhatyou’resayingtoheart.ThingisI

knowthatLuyandaisn’tlikeAlexia.Alexiawas

charmedbyexpensivethings.Idon’tknowwhat

sheisinto.Sheisjustsodifferentfromthewoman

Ihavebeenwith.

Karabo:lookslikeyouhavealottoworkonbuddy.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



IamatThami’sparent’shouse.TheyaskedifI

couldcomeoverthisVuyolwethu.Banziisoutwith

hisfriendssoIwasmorethanhappytocomeover.

Ofcourse,ItoldBanzifirst.Idon’twantanother

searchparty.

Tmom:Luyandawhyareyoudoingthistome?I

haven’tseenmygrandsonsincethehospital.I

knowthatyouhaveaboyfriendandit’sstillnewbut

theleastyoucandoiscallus.Heismyfirst

grandson.Ialsowanttospoilhim.

Tmom:so,tellmehowisthenewrelationship?That

manofyoursisyummyandthetattoos!

Sheisevenfanningherself.Thiswomanshem.

Thami:isheasgoodashelooks?Youknow,inthe

sheets?

Me:Thamiyourealiseweareinfrontofyour



mother,right?Anywaysthenewrelationshipisstill

newsoIcan’treallysay.

Tmom:Listenbabyifyouneedanything,beit

adviseoryouareshortoncashyoucanalwayscall

me.

Me:uhmthanksLinda.

Seewhatshejustdid,that’swhyIdon’tlikecoming

here.Iknowtheypityme.Theproblemistheyare

notdiscreteabouttheirpity.Ispentthewholeday

withthemalltheykeptsayingishowsorrytheyare

thatIlosteverything.Iloveandappreciatethenbut

honestly,Igettiredofeveryonefeelingsorryforme

allthetime.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

It’sprettylateinthenightandLuyandaiswatching

hercookingshows.Shehascompletelyblockedme

out.Iamlayingonherchestwhilstshegentlyrubs

mybeardwithhernails.Herphoneringsandshe

can’teverhearitsoIanswerit.

Me:Hello

Him:HicanIpleasetalktoLuyandaMahlangu.

Whoisthismanandwhatdoeshewant?Icheck

thecallerIDandthenumberisunsaved.

Me:WhoamItalkingto?



Him:IamDrMiles.SircanIplease,pleasetalkto

Luyanda.

Me:Alrightholdforasecond

Ihandherthephone

Me:Babyphone

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Me:Hello?

Him:HiLuyanda.I’mDrMiles.Ihaveapatienthere



thatisrecoveringfromanaccident.Heonly

mentionedyournameandIwaswonderingifyou

couldcomeandIDhimforus.

Me:Uhmokaythat’snotaproblem.Whe..whendo

youwantmetocome?

Hecontinuestotellmehislocationandatwecould

gotomorrowmorning.Hesaysgoodbyeandhung

up.

Banzi:areyouokay?

Me:Uhmhewantsmetogotohishouse.Oneof

hisrecoveringpatientskeepsonsayingmyname.

HehasbeencontactingotherLuyanda’sfrom

whereIamfrombutnothing.SoheaskedifIcould

maybegoandIDhim.IwillaskThami’smomto

watchVuyoformethenIwillUberthere.



Him:That’sstrange.Doyouknowtoitcouldbe?

Me:noatallbutIwilljustgosoIcanhelp.Iwould

havewantedthesamehelpifawasinhisposition

soIwillgo.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

It’smorningandIamdrivingLulutothe“DrMiles”

house.Idon’twantmywomangoingyousome

randomman’shouseallalone.Thismancouldbea

psychopathforallweknow.VuyolwethuisatMrs

Jali’shousesoIknowheissafe.Shehasbeen

quietthewholemorning.Mybabyisworriedabout

what’sgoingon.Ihaveherhandinmyminethe

wholetime.Iwanthertoknowshecanleanonme.



Whenwearriveandwearemetbesomeoldman.

Him:YoumustbeLuyanda,GodIhopeyouarethe

rightLuyanda.I’msorryforbeingrude,youare?

Hemovesisattentiontome.

Me:oh,IamZwelibanzi.Luyandaismywoman.

Hechuckles.

Him:Isenseaprotectivenature.

Ichuckleandnodmyhead

Him:Please,followme.



Heleadsusinside.Wewalktothelivingroomand

weseeanoldmaninawheelchair.Hehas

bandagesamhisleg,armandcoveringhishair.He

looksupandspotsLulu.

Man:Luluwami.

...

Thankyouforreading.Sorryforthewait.

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:20] :Thecook,hissoulmate.
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Insert11



Luyanda

Cansomebodypleaseslapmeoutofthisdream?

Nothiscan’tbetrue.Hewascremated.Thepolice

saidthatnoonesurvivedthecrash.Whoisthis

mansittinginfrontofme,alive?AmIseeingthis?

MygriponBanzi’shandgettighter.Iturntothe

doctor.

Me:Pleasecanwetalksomewhereelse.

Dr:Yes.Thatisnotaproblematall,wecantalkin

myoffice.Followmeplease.

Wefollowhimoutandaswewalktohisofficetears

streamdownmyface.It’samixtureofemotions.A

partofmyishappyheisalive,butanotherpartis

afraidofgettingsoattachedtohimwhatifhedies.



Banzistopsmeandpullsmeinforahug.

Him:everythingisgoingtobealrightbaby.Iwillbe

hereeverystepoftheway.Pleasecalmdownlove.

Please.

Inodwithmyheadstillonhischest.Hekissesthe

topofmyheadandIbreakthehug.

Me:ThankyouMnguni

Isayonmytippytopswithmylipspouted.He

pecksmeandwewalkintothedoctorsoffice.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

Her:Doctorhowisthatmanstillalive.Weweretold

noonesurvivedthefire.Allthebody’sburnt,howis

heinthatroomaliveandrecovering?

HertearswetmyT-shirtaswesitonacouchinDr

Miles’office.AllIcandoiscomforther.Idon’t

knowwhat’sgoingonnordoIknowthemaninthe

livingroom.

Dr:Okay.So,afewmonthsagoIwasdrivinghome

fromagraveyardshiftIdoonceamonthatalocal

hospital.AsIamdriving,heranintotheroad

stoppingme.WhenIgotout,hehadbloodallover

himandwasbeggingmetogodowntheroad.He

keptsaying“taxi,taxi,fire.Help”Iputhiminthe

backseatofmycarandrantoseeifIcouldseethe

car.BeforeIevengottothetaxi,Iheardwhat

soundedlikeahugeexplosion.SoIrantowardsit

onlytofindthetaxiinflamesandwasn’tsafetogo



nearit.So,Iranbacktothecarandcalledthecops.

Iwasgoingtowaitfortheambulancetoarrivebutif

Ididthemaninmyvanwasgoingtodie.The

nearesthospitalwasevenfurtherthanmyhouse

andbecauseIhaveallthemedicalequipmentand

machineryhere,Idecidedtobringhimhere.Ihad

beenanemergencyphysicianforcloseto45years

beforeIretiredsoIhavelotsofexperiencewith

patientslikethis.

Her:So,younevertookhimtoahospital?Whatdid

theycopssay?

Dr:No,Ididn’ttakehimtothehospital.IfIdidthey

weregoingtosendhimtoagovernmenthospital

whereasherehehasmyundividedattention.Itried

togettothepolice,butIdidn’tgetthehelpIneeded.

Itookituponmyselfonhelphimandfindhisfamily.

Me:So,doctorhowishenow,healthwise?What’s

nextfromhim?



Dr:Hegainedconscienceamonthafterthe

accidentandallhesaysis“Luyanda”soIthought

thatifIcouldfindthisLuyandaheorshecould

Identifyhim,helphimgethisconfidencein

physiotherapy,Givehimthemotivationheneeds.

Hecantalkbuthejustchoosesnotto.Ibelievehis

memoryiscomingbackbecausehetalksinhis

sleepsometimes,tellingyouheissorrythathe

couldn’tsaveyourmother.Hesometimestalksto

thenurse;wellhejustsays“yes”or“no”butitis

betterthannothing.

Me:Love,doyouknowthatmanorhaveyouseen

himbefore?

Shesitsupwhilewipinghertears.

Her:Uhm(clearsthroat)Yes,Iknowhim.Hisname

isVuyolwethuMahlangu.Heis...heismyfather.



TellmeIheardwrong.DidLuyandajustsaythat

manisherdad.

Dr:Luyandapleasedon’tpleaseplaythat.Ishe

reallyyourfather??

Shechucklesabittakingoutherphone.

Her:look,that’sus.Heismyfather.

Istareatthephotoandittellsmethatthingsare

goingtobealotdifferentmovingforward.

.

.

.

.



Luyanda

Banzi:areyousureyouwanttoseehimrightnow?I

don’twantyoutofaintoranythingbaby.

Banzilooksatmewithworryinhiseyes.What

happenedthelasttimeIwasinhospitalmusthave

takenatollonhim.

Me:Iwillbefinedon’tworry.Iamgoingtointeract

withhimeventually,mightaswelldoitnow.

Itrustthedoctor.

Me:IsitokayifIamwithhimaloneforalittlewhile?

IwillcallifIneedanything.

Dr:yeah,surethatisn’taproblem.Pleasetryto



cheerhimup.Wewillbeinthenextroom.

Banzigivesmeaworriedstare.Inodthenhejust

sighsandfollowsthedoctorout.Isitonthechair

nexttomydad.Beingnexttohimbringswarmthto

myheartbutthefactthatheissohurtworriesme.

Me:Baba,Babait’sLuyanda.

Heturnstofacemeandtakesmyhandsinhis.

Him:Luluwami,Iamsorry.I..Itriedtogetherout

butthefire.

Tearsfallfromhiseyes.Youcanseethatheis

traumatisedbymymothersdeath.Itisstill

hauntinghim.Alumpsforminmythroat.Ifightthe

tears,oneofusmustbestrong.



Me:IknowBaba,DrMilestoldmeaboutthefire.

Youcouldn’thavedoneanything.Iamjusthappy

youarealrightnow.

Iwipethetearsfromhisface.

Him:Howisthefamily,ismyhousestillokay?

Me:TheyleftmeBaba.Theyevenchasedmeoutof

thehouseBaba.IlivedwithThamsanqabeforeIgot

ajob.

Hejustnods

Him:Whoisthatboythatyoucameherewith?

Wowthisreallyismydad.Hejustignoredthefact

thatourfamilyleftmeforthedogsandwent



straighttoBanzi.HowamIsupposedtotellhim

aboutVuyolwethu?

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Luyandacalledusbackafteranhour.Mypalmsare

literallysweating.IamterrifiedofLuyanda’sfather.

Me:GoodafternoonMrMahlangu.

Iextendedmyhand,buthejustLooksatit.

Lulu:BabathisisZwelibanziMakhanya.Heismy

boss.



Him:youlookratheryoung,howoldareyou?

Me:I..Iam27sir.

Him:Andwhatisityoudoforaliving?

Ohnoherecomethe21Questions

Me:IamtheCEOofMnguniHouse.

Him:Areyoueducatedarejustoneofthosetrust

fundbabies?

Didn’tDrMilessayhedoesn’ttalk?Thismanis

reallydrillingmeoverhereandIcanseethatLulu

wantstolaughatme.

Me:IhaveaPhDinCivilengineeringandamasters



degreeinarchitectureSir.

Him:whoisthefounderofthecompanyyouwork

for?

SHIT!It’sover.Iamfightingalosingbattleover

here.CantheEarthswallowmealready!

Me:It..itismyfather’scompanyMrMahlangu.

HechucklesandlookedatLuyanda.

Him:Howlonghaveyoubeendatingmydaughter?

ThesmilethatwasonLuyanda’sfacevanishedthat

second.Shelooksscarednow.

Him:Imayberecoveringfromanaccident,butIam



nofoolLuyanda.Yourfacelitupthemomenthe

enterstheroom.

Heturnstome.Wasn’thejustsmilingtwoseconds

ago?

Him:HurtherandIwillmakeyouvanishfromthe

faceoftheearth.Areweclear?

Me:Uhm..yesSir.Ihearyou

...

Howyouenjoyingthebook

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:21] :Thecook,hissoulmate.
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Insert12

Luyanda

It’sSaturdaymorningandBanzijustleftforwork.I

didn’twanttosayanythingorcomplaincauseit’s

thelastweekendofthemonthsoit’sprobablybusy

attheoffice.Idon’twanttocomeoffasanagging

anddemandinggirlfriendsoIkeptquiet.

It’sbeen5monthssincemyparentspassedaway,

2monthsofmeworkingfromMrMakhanya,1

monthofbeingamom,3weeksofbeingagirlfriend

and1weekofmyfather’sresurrection.Wowalot

hashappenedinashortperiodoftime.Iamglad

thatIhavegainedagreatsupportsystem.

AfterthetalkBanzihadwithmydadIrealisedhow

educatedthatmanreallyis,Iwasintimidatednolie.

SotodayIappliedforculinaryschoolcloseby.I



needtopullupmysocksforVuyolwethu.If

anythinghappenstoBanziandIinthefutureIneed

tobeabletosupportus,myfatherincluding.

Myphoneringsandit’sBanzi.

Me:MrMakhanya

Him:MrsMakhanya

Me:Wow,Ithinkyouhavethewrongnumbercause

lasttimeIcheckedIwasMissMahlangu.

Him:ifIremembercorrectlyyourdadsaidyoulitup

whenIwalkedintotheroomsoallowmetobe

confidentplease.

Me:Obviously,Isawacashcow.Iwasgoingto



lightup.

Weburstintolaughter.

Him:Youreallyknowhowtoburstmybubble

Luyanda.AnywaysIjustgotacallfromDrMiles

askingifwecouldtakeyourfatherforadaysjust

sothathecanseetheoutsideworld.

Me:Uhmokay.Whenshouldwegoandfetchhim.

Him:withmeLuyanda?EishbabyIamswamped

herebutIwillbethereatlunchtime.Youcantake

thecarandgogethim.Heisalsocomingwithhis

nursejustforextrahelp.

Weendthecallcausehehastowork.IgetVuyo

andwedrivetoDrMiles’house.ItooktheFord

Wildtrak.Iaminlovewiththiscarhonestly.



WhenwegettothehouseVuyoisfastasleepItake

outthecarrierinsteadofcarryinghiminmyarms.I

alsotookthebabybag.Iknockandthisgorgeous

womanopensthedoor.Sheisdarkskinned,about

asize36.Sheiswearingablackdressthatisnot

flatteringatallwithwhitecrocs.

Her:Hi,howcanIhelpyou.

Iamstilldroolingoverher.Shesogorgeous.Sheis

probablyinherearly40s.

Me:uhm,hiamLuyanda.Iam...

Her:YouarethefamousLuyanda?Wowit’sgreatto

meetyouLwethuhasbeengoingonaboutyouall

week.Hewasbraggingthathisdaughtercameto

visit.Pleasecomein.



Igetinandclosethedoorbehindme.Mydadis

walkingtowardsus.

Me:Babayouarewalking?

Iamshockedbecausehewasinawheelchair.

Him:SawubonanaweLuyanda(Hellotoyoutoo

Luyanda).YesIamwalkingbutImustusea

walkingstick.

Me:I’msorryBaba,howareyoutoday?

Him:Iamgettingthere.

Wesitinthelivingroom.



Me:IsDrMilesnothere?

Him:Thatone?Nohewenttovisithisgirlfriend.

Theylaugh,Okay?

Her:Whoisthatlittleguyyouhavethere?

OohhhIforgotIdidn’ttellBabaaboutVuyo.

Me:Ohh..Uhm.ThisismysonV...

Him:SON?Luyandadidyoujustsayson?Youwere

pregnantbeforeIleftLuyanda?Youdidn’tseethe

needtotellusyouwerepregnant?

OkayIunderstandtheconfusionbutwhyisheso

angry.



Him:TALKMANLUYANDA!

Her:Babacalmdown,please.

Him:CalmdownThando?Myonlydaughterhasa

babyattheageof20andyouwantmetocalm

down?

Zwelibanziwhydidn’tyoucomeherewithme?You

sneakything!

Me:Ba..Babaheisn’tmybiologicalchild,Iadopted

himamonthago.IfoundhiminadumpsterBaba,I

wasn’tgoingtoleavehimtheretodieofstarvation.

Mymotherdidn’traisemelikethat.Iasked

Zwelibanzitohelpmeadopthim.Thisbabyhas

filledupthespaceinmyheartthatbrokewhenyou

andMomdied.Iamsorryyoumaynotunderstand

itbutifyousawwhattheydidyouwouldhavetaken



theexactsamedecisionthatItook!

DidIjustraisemyvoicetomyfather.Lordtalkme

now.

Me:IamsorryforraisingmyvoiceatyouNtobela,

it’sjustwhenitcomestoVuyolwethuIamjust

defensive.ForgivemeBaba.

Ican’tevenlookupathim.Myeyesarestuckonmy

sleepingbaby.

Him:Whatdidyousayhisnameis?

Ilookatlikehimandhehasagrinonhisface.

Me:hisnameisVuyolwethuMakhanyaBaba.



MamThandoburstsintolaughter.

Her:Babayouwerespittingfire2secondsagoand

nowyouaresmilinglikeanidiotallbecausethey

namedhimafteryou?Wow!

ShecontinuestolaughandIjoinhershyly.

.

.

Westoppedatashoppingcentreonthewayto

Banzi’shousetopickupafewingredientsfor

dinner.IcallZwelibanzi.

Him:Love

Me:Hey,Iamatthestoredoyouneedanything?

Him:Uhmm..yeahcanyougetmesomebeers,no



somewhiskey.Actuallyboth,Iwillbearoundyour

fatherIneedalltheliquorcourageIcanget.

Me:Hey,mydadisnotthatbadZwelibanzi.Stop

makinghimseenlikeamonster.HeeewhatamI

sayinghewasbreathingfirewhenItoldhimabout

Vuyolwthu.SoIsuggestyoucomereadyforwar

anddon’tthinkofnotcoming.

Him:Luyandayoulikeseeinghimshoutingatme

neh?

Ijustlaughathim.

Him:Iwillalsocallmyparentsmaybehewilltakeit

easyonmewhentheyarethere.

.

.

.



.

.

Zwelibanzi

TobehonestIamshitscaredofLuyanda’sfather.

ThetimeImeethimhecamedownonmelikeaton

ofbricks.Ireallywanthisapprovalbutthatmanis

atoughnuttocrack.

IsentLulusomemoneycauseIdon’twanthere

usinghermoneyonthingsforthehouseifIamable

toprovideformyfamily.Sent,shecallsmethe

momentIgetabanknotification.

Me:Love

Her:FIVEHUNDREDTHOUSANDZWELIBANZI!Did

someonehityourheadorsomething!Takeitback,

NOW!



Me:LuyandayouandIbothknowIcan’ttakeit

back.It’sforthestuffyouaregetting.

Her:Iamgettingthingsforlessthanathousand.

Whywouldyoudothat?HALFAMILLION

ZWELIBANZI.

Icouldtellthatsheisreallyangryatme.

Me:IamsorryLuyan...

Shejusthunguponme.

AfterthatcallIneedadvicefrommymomsoIcall

her

Mom:Zwe



Me:Mom,wearehostingLuyanda’sdadtodayand

thatmanisscaryandtomakemattersworseLulu

ismadatmeforsendinghermoney.Asinfurious

mom.Ijustdon’tknowwhattodo.Pleasecanyou

andDadcomeaswellmaybehewon’tbesohard

onmeifyouarethere.PleaseMom.

Mom:Okayfirstly,breath.Secondly,Luyanda'sdad

haseveryrighttobehardonyou.Heisthefatherof

abeautifulandsmartyounglady.Lastly,youknow

damnwellthatifLuluiscookingwearedefinitely

there.

IsighI’mrelieved,atleastIwillhavesomeoneon

myside.

.

.

IgethomeandIamalreadysweating.Icanhear

LululaughinginthekitchenbutbeforeIgothereI



needtogoandchange.

AfteraquickshowerIwearblackChinosandI

plainwhiteT-shirt.AsIgettothestepsIhearVuyo

cryingsoIgotohim.IgettohisroomandIpick

himup.

Him:WellhelloMnguni.Pleaseprayforme,your

grandfatherisabouttochowmyheadoff.

Wewalkintothekitchenandthesmileon

Luyanda’sfacejustvanished.Itakeitsheisstill

angryatme.It’sgoingtomealongnight.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



IamenjoyingmytimewithBabaandMamThando.

Finallysomeonewhoknowshowtoreprimandhim.

Myfatherismeanandcanberudewithouteven

noticingit.

AssoonBanziwalksinIfeelmyangerresurfacing.

ThefactthatBanzisentmehalfamillionisjust

ridiculous.DoeshethinkIaminthisforhismoney?

Him:Goodafternoon

BabaandMamThandogreethimback,Ikeptquiet

forthesakeofmysanity.Hecomestowardsme

tryingtoholdmebutIslippedaway.

Baba:Soyouthoughtitwasalrightformy20year

oldtogetababy?



MamT:NowisnotthetimeforthatLwethu.Hi

ThandoThwala,MrMahlangu’snurse.

Banziwalksovertoherandintroduceshimself.

Givingherourson.

MrsM:HELLO!!

Me:letmegoandopenforBanzi’sparents.

Iwalkoutofthekitchenandletthemin.

.

.

Dinnerisservedandtheconversationisjustdry.

Mainlythewomanaretalking

MrsM:MrMahlanguwhatisitthatyoudo?



Myfathersitsup.

Baba:WellIownasmallelectriccompany.Ialso

helptrainandtestfutureelectriciansfromrurally

areas,thenIhelpthemfindjobsaftertheygettheir

qualifications.

MrsM:Wowthatisamazingmaybeyoucanhelp

ourson.Hehasbeenbattlingtofindagreat

electricianstohelpwhenbuildinghouses.Isn’tthat

soZwe?

Weallturnandlookathim.

Him:UhmYessir,Iwouldloveyourhelp.

Babajustnodshishead.

.



.

MrsM:Luyanda,Banzitoldmeyouareangryathim

becausehesentyousomemoney.

MrsMakhanyaandIaredrivingbackfromDrMiles

houseafterdroppingBabaandMamThando.

Me:Ijusthatethefactthathegavemesomuch

moneyMa.Iamnotinthisforhismoney.Ican

makemyown.Itfeltlikehewaspityingmeinaway.

Her:ListenbabyMakhanyamenarelikethat.Itis

certainlynotpity.WhenIgotmarriedthesame

thinghappenedtome.Banziworkshardtomake

hismoneyandallheistryingtodoisprovideforhis

family’sneeds.Hedoesn’twantyoutouseyour

ownmoneyonhousethings.Thatsall.

Soheisoneofthosealphamen



Me:IgetthatMa,Ijustwishhesentadecent

amount.Hesentmehalfamillion,hetookittoofar.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

ThedayisoverandIamsittingonbedworking.

Luluwalksinandjustsighs.Iknowsheismadat

mesoIdon’tevenlookup.Shemovesmylaptop

frommeandsitsonmylap.

Her:Banzi,whatyoudidreallyupsetme.I

understandthatyouwerejusttryingtoprovidefor

usbutitcameoffasyouthinkingIaminthisfor

yourmoney.Ithoughtyouwerepityingmeandit

hurt.



Me:Iamsorryitcameofflikethatbutthatwasn’t

myintentionatall.Ijustdidn’twantyoutouseyour

ownmoney.Babycanwejusttalkthingsout

properlyinsteadofyouraisingyourvoiceatme.I

don’tLikebeingdisrespectedlikethat.

Her:Onlyifyoupromisetodothesame.I’msorry

forthewayIspoketoyou.Nowcanwemoveon.I

wantmyboyfriendback.

N.B.PG18(justalittle)

Ibringhercloserandwestartkissingpassionately.

Myhandstraveltothewaistthendowntoherass.I

bringherclosertomeandmyhandsgounderher

oversizedT-shirt.Whydoesn’tshehaveanypanty

on.Iamtryingtogainhertrustbeforewegettothe

sexpart.Sheisjustmakingthingshardofme.



ThekissdeepensandImovemyrighthandfrom

herwaisttohercookieandboysheisdripping.I

can’thelpbuttoplaywithit.Sheholdsherbreath.

Me:breathebaby,Iwon’thurtyou.Ipromise.

Sheputsherhandonmyshoulder.Itakethatasa

signofdoingsomethingright.Ifinallyinsertmy

fingerinsideherandshetakesadeepbreath.Istart

movingitinandoutofherslowly.Ihearhermoan

onmyneckandthatdrivesmecrazy.Iincreasemy

paceandmomentslaterIfeelhercumonmyhand.

Me:Let’ssleepbaby.

Babysteps

...
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Luyanda

Lee:Soyougotyoufirstorgasm.Youaregrowing

girl!

Me:keepyourvoicedon’t,weareinpublic!

Thami:No!Everyoneinthisrestaurantknowswhat

sexis.That’swhatgotushereinthefirstplace!

Weburstintolaughter.Iamoutwiththegirls.Banzi

iswithhisson.Leeneededtogotothesalonsso

wemadeitadayout.Ijustunbraidedandwashed



myafro,ThamigotaweaveandLeratobraideda

Bob.Wearelookingallsortsofyummy,nolie.

Thami:Sothereisthisguy...

Shesaysthenlooksdown.LeeandIgetexcited

causesheisbusyblushinglikecrazy.

Lee:SPILL!

Thami:Okay!Iwon’ttellyouhisnamecauseyou

guysarejustlikedetectivesbutthereisjust

somethingaboutthisguy.AtfirstIthoughtitwas

aboutthesexbutIthinkthereisthismagneticpull

towardshim.Hemakesmewanttohavemore.

Everythingabouthim!

Me:Yeeeeeeeesssssss!Finally,someoneisableto

tameyourass.Ialreadylikethisguy.



Lee:No,Iwanttoknowthisguy.Thamiyouknow

howtoblush,you?Ineedtoputthisinmediary.

August27ThamsanqaJaliblushedoveraman.

GodiscomingbackItellyou.

.

.

It’s3pm.Igothomeandtheboysaren’theresoI

tookoffmyclothes,grabbedoneofBanzi’sT-shirt

andslept.Theywillfindmeinbediftheyneed

me.MidsleepandIcanseefeelsomethingcoldon

mystomach.It’sBanzi,Icanjustsmellhimcologne.

Heliftedmytopandstartskissingmynowexposed

breasts.ItrytoopenmyeyesbutIhonestlydon’t

wantto.Whilekissingmybreasthetakesofftop.

Thenhecomestomyface.

Him:Hi

Me:Hey



Hegetsupandputsmeinthemiddleofthebed

takesoffmypanty.Hestartskissingmystomach

againandIgigglebecausemanitsticklish.Than

suddenlyhistongueonmyclit.Itrytositupbuthe

isholdingmestill.Amoanescapesmylips.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Mytongueisworkingit’smagiconherclit.Ican

hearmoanasshetriestostopmebutIamholding

herinplace.Iinsertmyfingerinsidewhilststill

suckingonher.Whensheiscomfortablewiththe

paceIputinanotherfingerandshearchesherback.

IincreasemypaceandIfeelhertrytopushme

awaybutIdon’tmove.Shemoansgrabbingonto

thecover.Ikeepgoingandhermoansgetlouder



andlouder.Herlegsstarttotrembleandshecums.

IwouldbeanidiotifIdidn’tlickherclean.WhenI

amdoneImoveuptoherfaceandkissher.

Me:Youtasteamazingbaby.

Shepushesmeoffherblushing

Her:YouarenastyMrMakhanya.

Thenshegetsoffthebedandwalkstothe

bathroom.It’sagoodthingIleftVuyowithKarabo

andhisfiancée.

Icanheartheshower.Thisisjusttheperfect

opportunity.Iswitchoffourphonebecausedon’t

wantanythingdistractions.Igetnakedandwalkinto

thebathroom.HaveIevertoldyouhowsexymy

womanis.Iwon.



Her:Youaremakingahabitofinterruptingmy

showersZwelibanzi.

Me:Soyoudon’tlikemeinyourshowerLulu?

Isaymovingclosertoher.Shemovesbackgetting

herafrowet.ShegaspsforairandIwentinfora

kiss.WhensherespondsIpickherupandholdher

againstthewall.IamrockhardandIknowshecan

feelit.Ithoughtshewouldstopmebutinsteadshe

letsoutamoanandcontinueskissingme.

Iclosethetapandwalkusbacktothebed,gently

putheronthebed.Iclimbbetweenherlegsstarting

tokissherneck.Istarttorubmyselfonhercookie

andIhearhermoan.

Me:mayI?



Shenodsbitingherlip.Ineedherverbalconsent

though.

Me:Lulusayit.

Her:YesBanzi!

Ichuckleandkisshergettingherwetenoughthe

trytoinsertmyself.Itrybutshejumps,Ibringback

andtotryagainbutthistimeshescreams.

Me:Babyshouldwestop?

Isaytryingtogetoff.Idon’twanttorushherifshe

reallyisn’tready.Thensheholdsme.

Her:Iwantto.



Myheartisjumpingforjoy.

Me:Okaybutisgoingtohurt.Bestrongforme,

okay?

Shenodswithhereyesshut.Iinsertmyselfafter

someattempts.IgivehersometimetoAdapttome,

whenshedoesIstarttomoveinandoutofher

slowly.

Her:aaaaaaahhhhhh!

Shemoansloudlyintomyneckthatdrivesmecrazy.

Iincreasemypacejustalittleandshedigsher

nailsintomyback.Sheismilkingme,whichmeans

sheisclose.Icontinue,tryingmybestnottohurt

herintheprocess.Herlegsstartedtremblingthen

secondslatercumsandIfollowstraightafter.



Me:IloveyouLulu

Her:IloveyoutooZwe.

ThenIrollusoverallowinghertosleeponmychest.

Idon’twanttoexhausther.Iclapturnoffthelights

andIcanalrighthearalightsnore.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IwokeupthismorningandBanziisn’tinthebed.

Thatisstrange,Ialwayswakeupinhisarms.Then

Irememberlastnight.MaybeIjustwasn’tas

amazingastheother.Tearsjuststartedcoming



down.Regretstartstokickin.IsitupsoIcanget

outoffthebedwhenBanziwalksintotheroomwith

atryoffood.Mystomachimmediatelystartsget

hungry.Iquicklywipemytearshopingthathedidn’t

notice.

Him:Andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Me:(clearsthroat)IwasgoingoncheckoutVuyo.

Him:Heisn’there.IlefthimwithKaraboandPhiwa

Me:Phiwa?

Him:PhiwaisKarabo’sfiancée.

Me:Andyoudidn’ttellmebecause?



Him:HowwasIdoingtotellyouwhenyouwere

busymoaningthewholetime?

Thisidiot

Me:Mxm...GivemesomefoodIamstarving!

Him:Thisfooddidn’tmakeitself.Iwassweating

justforyousocanyoupleaseshowsome

appreciation.

Heclimbsontopofmethenkissesme.Thingget

heatedbutIamstarvingsoIbreakaway.

Him:Mhmmlookwhatyoudidtome

Hisfriendsslowsouthishard.Ijustlaughpushing

myselftohissideofthebed.Itookthetrayoffood



andweate.Ithinkmighthavesomecompetitionin

thekitchen.

Me:MhmmmmMngunithisisamazing.

Him:Great.Iwilldefinitelyleavethemagood

reviewontheirwebsite.

Sneakylittlething.

Me:Mxm...HereIamthinkingyoucanthrowdown

inthekitchen.

Him:BabyIamIproatbuyingtakeout.

Ihithimwithapillowandhelaughs.Iamdatinga

clownIswear.

.



.

Me:Baba

Baba:YesLulu.AreyouwithZwelibanzi?

Me:Uhm..YesBabaheishere.

Baba:Great.PutmeonloudSpeaker.

IdoasIamtold

Banzi:HelloBaba.

Baba:YesMakhanya.Canyoutakemetomyhouse

Ineedtogohome.

...



Thami’snewman

Babaisgoingtoseehisbrother.It’sabouttogo

down

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:21] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert14

Zwelibanzi

TodayIwokeupinagoodmoodIknowIsaidI

wouldtake“Babystep”butIcouldn’tresists.Ilove

everysingleaspectofthiswoman.Ithoughther

being20wouldbeaproblembuthonestlyIdon’t



noticehowyoungsheisbecauseofhermaturity.I

amaddictedtoher.

MrMahlanguaskedme,wellratherhetoldmeto

takehimhometohishousebutbeforewegothere

heaskedifIcouldtakehimtosomelawfirm.When

wegettherehetakesoutawhipfromthebackseat,

Idon’tevenrememberhimputtingitthere.

Baba:Let’sgo.

Wewalkintothebuildingandthereceptionist

standsup.

Her:GoodmorninghowcanIhelpyou?

Baba:WeareheretoseeDavidson



Her:I’msorrysirbutheisn’tavailablerightnow.He

isinameeting.

Baba:whichofficeishein?

Hesaysputtingthebentwhiponherdesk.Youcan

seefearinhereyes.

Her:Sec...secondfloor,the5throomontheleft.

Withthatsaidwewalktotheoffice,yeswetookthe

stairs.Whenwegottherewefoundtwomen

laughing.

Baba:Mustbenice.Youarebusyhavingfunyetmy

daughterhasn’treceivedherinheritance.

Theyturnaroundandseeus.Theylookathimin



disbelief.

Baba:Bhekiyouaresittingwiththemanthat

controlsmychild’smoney?

Bheki:Bhutiit’snotwhatyouthink?

Baba:WhatamIthinkingBheki?

Heisjustquite,Iwouldbetoo,thismanis

somethingelse

Baba:Ohcatgotyourtongue?SPEAK?

Heroars,weallcaughtbysurprise.Theyare

literallytrembling.

Baba:Letmegiveyouareasontospeak.Makhanya



lockthedoor.

Thenheputthewhiptowork.Theyarescreaming

likenoone’sbusiness.Thewhitemanhaszebra

stripsfromtheasswhippingheisgetting.Aftera

good15minutesBabastops.

Baba:Makhanya

Me:YesBaba

Baba:comewriteLulu’sbankingdetails.

Igetoutmyphoneandwritethemdown.

Baba:Thankyou.NowTimothygotoyourcomputer

andgivemydaughterwhatisrightfullyhers



Tim:Includingthecompany?

Baba:NoIwillrunittillIactuallydie.WenaBhekiI

wanteverythinginmyhousejustasIleftitandyou

out.

Bheki:bhutiCan...canyougivemeafewdaysthen

Iwillbeoutofyourhouse.

Babachuckles

Baba:Didyougivemychildafewdaysbefore

kickingherout.

Heaskswithasmileonhisface.Bhekinowlooksin

shame.

Baba:Don’tgivemeareasontobeatyouinfrontof



yourchild.IwantyououtofmyhousebeforeIget

theretoday.MakhanyadrivesfastsoIsuggestyou

leavenow.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IwasinthenurserywhenIgotanotificationfrom

thebank.Ijustreceived2.5millionfromDavidson

Attorneys.Ihaveheardthatnamebefore.Wait

Baba’slawyers.Ineedtocallhimmaybehecan

explain.

Baba:Lulu



Me:Babahowareyou?

Baba:don’tworryIhaven’tkilledyourboyfriend,yet.

Hemakessuretoemphasiseonthe“Yet”part.Iam

sureBanziisterrifiedwherevertheyare.

Me:Babawhyareyousomeantohimthough?

Baba:Heneedstoknowthatyouarenotsomeidiot

thathecanplaywith.Youwon’thurtwhenyoustill

haveafatherLuyanda.

Me:ANYWAYS...BabaIjustgotalumpsumof

moneyfromtheDavidsonAttorneys,doyouknow

anythingaboutit?

Baba:That’syourinheritancefrommomandI.You



weresupposedtogetitmonthsago.Makhanyaand

Iarecomingtothehousenow.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Me:UhmBabawouldyoulikesomethingtoeat

beforewegethome?

Baba:YeahbutgivemethekeysIwilldrive.

Igavehimthekeysandhedroveustoatownship

weparkedoutsidethistavernandBabacomesout

ofthecar.AsIamabouttogetouthetoldmeto

staybecauseitisn’tsafetoleavethecar



unattended.Ineedtocheckinonmywoman.

Me:Lulu

Her:Banzicomebackalready

Luluneverreallyshowsherfeelingsordisplays

affectionfirstsothisnewtome.Sheactually

missesme.

Me:Iwillbetherenownow

Shejustsighs

Me:Babywhydidyouletmecomewithyourdad?

Thismanwalkedintoalawfirmwithawhiptoldme

tolockthedoorandstartedbeatingtheshitoutof

thelawyerandyouruncle.Ihaveneverseenold



menjumpthatmuch.

Shedoesn’trespondbecausesheislaughinglike

crazy.Herlaughissocontagious.Ijoinher.Isee

Babawalkingbacktothecar.

Me:Ihavetogobaby,Iloveyou.

Her:Iloveyoutoo,hurryhome.

Babacomesandhegivesmethefood.Thenwe

driveoff.Hesuddenlypullsupatashackandtells

metocomeoutwiththefood.Iputthefoodonthe

bonnetandwestartedeating.

Baba:Heyslowdownthefoodisn’tgoinganywhere

andLuluwillkillmeifanythinghappenstoyou.



Me:BabayouwillhavetoforgivemebutIdon’t

rememberthelasttimeIhadtripeandpap.

Probablywhenmygrandmawasstillalive.Thisjust

takesmeback.

Helaughs.ThisisthefirsttimeIhearhimlaugh.

Baba:MhmmthenLulumustmakeitforyou.That

kidmakestripelikehermom.Youcaneventaste

thelovethatsheputsintoit.Ipromise,youwillbe

addictedtoit.

Youcouldseeinhiseyesthatheisproudofhis

daughter.Hegoingontellingmehowduringthe

holidaysLuluwouldworkatthesoupkitchen

becauseshethoughttheyneededtolearnhowto

reallycook.

Baba:lookattheshackinfrontofus.Thatwasmy

homeformanyyears.Ilefthometotryandfind



moneyformyfamily.IamtheoldestathomesoI

hadtobeamanfasterthananyonesomyfamily

couldsurvive.Ilearnedhowtofixelectricfaultsin

thisverytownship.Luyanda’smotherwasfroma

richfamily,herfatherwasaprincipalandIahigh

schooldropouts.Wewereinlovebutherfather

hatedme.Thatpushedmetoworkevenharder.My

businessstartedinthisshack.Mywifewasmy

biggestsupporter.SheisthereasonIamthemanI

am.Wetookthetaxithatdaybecausewewere

goingtofetchourcarfromservice.LittledidIknow

wewouldbeinanaccident.IwishIcouldhave

savedthembutIcouldn’t.

Heclearshisthroat.Heisholdingthetearsback.

Baba:Luyandaistheonlythingthattiesmetomy

wifenow.Shelooksjustlikeheraswell.Don’thurt

mydaughterMakhanyabecauseIpromiseyouwith

everythingIam,Iwillhurtyou.



...

Sorryforthedelay

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Luyanda

It’sNovembernowandfinallymygirlsarefinally

donewithschoolfortheyear.Leeisdonewithher

degree,shestudiedHRandshewillbestartingher

internshipatBaba’scompanyinJanuary.Ifeellike

suchIproudmom,lol.SpeakingofBaba,heis

doingreallywellwithhisrecovery.Heisalso



workingnoweventhoughMamThandocomplains

thatheoverdoesit.MamThandohadtomovein

withBababecauseshelivesfarawayandBaba

doesn’twantanyonetakingpublictransport

anymore.Sheissocaringandtreatsmelikeher

ownchild.Itreallyfeelsgoodhavingamother

figureagain.Shehasadaughterwhoalsojust

finisheduniversityIhaven’tmetheryetbutshehas

movedinwithBaba.Ihonestlydon’thavea

problemwithhermovinginwiththem.AtleastI

wonthavealltheattentionandpressureonme

anymore.

Baba'sbusinessisdoingreallywell,hehasa

partnershipwithMnguniHouse.Heevenhadto

movetoabiggerworkplace.IgaveBabaamillion

sohecanjustbuytheplaceinsteadofhavingto

rentitoutwithalargeamountofmoneymonthly.I

wasn'tgoingtousethemoneyanytimesoonsoI

thoughtitwouldbebestthathehadit.Iinvested

therestofmyinheritancesothatitcouldgrow.I

stillhaven'tusedthemoneythatBanzigaveme.Oh



andIstoppedworkingforBanzi,Ijustfoundit

stupidthatheshouldpaymeforcookingifwelive

together.

IwokeuplatethismorningbecauseBanzikeptme

uplastnight,ifyouknowwhatImean.MrsMtook

Vuyosowehadallthetime.Iwentdownstairs

wearinghisT-shirt.

Me:Morninglove

Isaidhugginghimfromtheback.Heisstanding

shirtlesslookingforsomethinginthefridge.He

turnsaround,picksmeupandputsmeonthetable.

Thenhepassionatelykissesme.

Me:Don’tstartsomethingtowontfinishBanzi.

Isaypullingawayfromhim.



Him:Mhmm...LuyandaIwasabouttogetlucky.

Whydidyoustopme?

Ilaughandgetdown.Westartmakingbreakfast.

Him:LuluIwasthinkingmaybewecouldhostour

friendstomorrow,justforabraai.It’sbeenawhile

sinceweallgottogether.

Me:Ouuuthat’sactuallyagreatideababy.Iwas

kindadoubtingyourdegreesbutyouareactually

smart!

IsayrunningcauseIknowBanziisalwaysreadyto

attack.Irantothebackyardthinkingitwouldgive

memorespacetogetawayfromhim.Iwasso

wrong.Hethrewmeinsidetheswimmingpoolthen

jumpedinafterwards.



Me:BanziwhatifIcouldn’tswim?

Iasksplashingwaterathim,helaughsandwraps

mylegsaroundhiswaist.

Him:Iwillalwaysbearoundtokeepyousafe

sthandwasami(mylove)

.

.

Iknockonthedoorandsomegirlopensit.

Her:HicanIhelpyou?

Me:Yeahismyfatherhome?



Her:youmustbeLuyanda?

Me:Uhmyeah,whoareyou?

Her:OhIamEnhle,NurseThando’sdaughter.

OhwowIcanreallyseetheresemblance.Sheis

justasgorgeous.Darkincompletionandkillerbody.

Me:Hey.Nicetomeetyou.

Her:Likewise,pleasecomein.

Shesaysmakingroomformetowalkin.

Her:MamaandBab’Mahlanguaren’there.They

wentshoppingandIamstuckboredoutofmymind.



AtfirstIthoughtshewasoneofthoserudetypebut

aswegottotalkingsheisactuallyreallynice.We

spenthourstalking.

Me:Heyit’sbeengreatbutIhavetogoorelse

Banziwillgocrazy.PleasetelltheoldiesIwashere.

Her:wellitwasgreatgettingtoknowyouLuyanda.

Me:Whatareyouuptotomorrow?

Her:Iwillprobablywatchmoviesalldayinmyroom.

Don’tworryIamnotusingyourroom.BabasaidifI

wantanearlydeathIshouldjusttouchanythingin

yourroom.

Me:HeyIamnotthatbad,Babaistheoneyou

shouldbeworriedabout.Iwillcomeandpickyou



uptomorrowafternoon.Wearehostingaget

together,nothinghugebutafewfriends.Trustme,

youwilllovethemanditismuchbetterthanstaying

withthosetwo.

Her:YouarealifesaverLulu.Seeyoutomorrow

then.

.

.

.

.

.

AttheBraai

Zwelibanzi

IcanhearLuyanda’scarparking.Sheisalways

usingtheJeep,it’spracticallyhers.Shewalksin



withLeratoandsomeoneIhavenevermet.

Lee:Boss

Me:MxmIamnotyourbossanymorewena,leave

mealone.

WelaughandIturntotheothergirl.

Me:Hello,I’mZwelibanzi...

Lulu:Iyohsoformal.BabythisisEnhle,

MamThando’sdaughter,EnhlethisisBanzi,that’s

ThembaandViwe.

Her:Hey,nicetomeety’all.

Thembalookslikealovestruckteenagerdrooling



overEnhle.

Karabo:Thembastopdroolingovertheonthepoor

girl!

WeallturnandsawKaraboandPhiwawalkingin.

EnhlewasstealingglimpsesofThembaand

blushing.Ijustkissthetopofmywoman’shead

andintroPhiwatotheothers.

Wewereallhavingfungettingtoknoweachother

thenwehearThamsanqashoutingasshewalksin.

Thami:Howdoesthefunstartwithoutme?

Welaughcausesheisalwaysthelifeofthepeople.

IstillhaveLuyandainmyarmsandIcanfeelher

bodytenseupwhenshelookedatThamisoIalso

turntoseewhat’sgoingon.



Thami:HeyguysthisinmybooThendo,theoneI

havebeenblabberingabout.

Viwe:Uhmhi,letmegivetheintroductions.I’m

SiviwethisisThemba,Enhle,Karabo,Phiwaand

Lerato.Thosetwoandcan’tgettheirhandsoffeach

otherareLuyandaandZwelibanzi,thehosts.

Thendo:It’snicetomeetyouguysinperson.Thami

isalwaystalkingabouty’all.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



Tosaythingsareabitawkwardwouldbealie.If

y’alldon’trememberThendo,heisthatguyImet

thefirsttimewewentclubbingasagroup.Honestly

Idon’thavefeelingsforhimwhatsoeverbutIjust

hopenothingdrastichappens.

Iaminthekitchenwiththeladiesweareallgetting

alongsowell.Phiwawasshytobeginwithbutwe

gotheroutofhershell.Enhlejustblendedin

perfectly.Ourlittlegrouphasexpanded.

ThefoodisreadysoIgoandcallintheguys.When

IgettothepoolsideIseeBanziandThendo

standingalonesoIgotothem.

Me:Iseverythingokayhere?

Thendo:Yes,IwasjustassuringyourmanthatI

onlyhavetheheartsforThamsanqa.IamsorryI

oversteppedthatnightbutIreallydoloveThami



andIdon’twantwhathappenedthatnightto

interfere.

Banzi:Letsjustforgetaboutwhathappenedthat

nightandweareallgood.

Me:Justdon’ttellThamiaboutthis.

Thami:don’ttellmeaboutwhat?

Weturnandlookather.

Thendo:Uhmtheydidn’twantmetotellyouthat

theythreatenedtokillmeifIeverhurtyou.

Hesayswrappinghisarmsaroundher,shelaughs.

Thami:WowLuyanda,youwouldswearyouare



olderthanme.Don’tworryguysIwilljoininon

hurtinghimifhemessesup!

Welaughnervously,thatwasaclosecall.

Thami:Comeonlet’sgoeat.

Theladiesaredoingthelasttouchupsonthefood

soIgolookforEnhle.Iwouldn’tbesurprisedifshe

gotlost,thishouseisbig.Ihearmovementinthe

nurseryandthedoorisslightlyopened.Ipeep

throughtheopeningandseeThembasittingonmy

feedingchairandEnhlestandingbetweenhislegs.

Theylooksocute.Ialmostgettheheartachewhen

Banzicreepsupbehindmeandshouts,

Him:Thisismyson'sroomthatyouareturninginto

akissingbooth!



Enhlepullsawayshyly,wipingherlipstickoff

Themba’slips.Socute.Wealljustlaughandjoin

theothersdownstairs.

Wearesittingaroundtheoutdoorfireplaceeating

andgettingtoknoweachotherbetter.

Karabo:MhmmIcanseeThembafinallyfound

someone.

Themba:Wow,isitthatobviously.

Thendo:YeahbutalsoyouhavesomeofEnhle’s

lipstickonyou.

Weallburstintolaughter



Lee:Viweitlookslikewearegoingtobetheones

holdingcandleswhenthegroupmeetsup.

WealllaughthenViwesays

Viwe:Heyspeaksforyourself,Ihavemyeyeson

someone.Iamjustwaitingforyoutorealisethat

youaremine.

WeallgosilentjustabsorbingwhatVivejustsaid.

Theguysstartcheeringforhimandthegirlsjust

haveaAwwwwwmoment.

Karabo:FINALLY!!

Banzi:WehaveBEEEENWaitingforyoutomake

yourmoveonLee.



Leratojustblushandlooksatherfood.Talkabouta

nightoflove.Purebliss.

...

Hopeyouenjoyed,lovey’alltobits

Pleaselike,commentandshare.

[10/29,17:22] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert16

Luyanda

Me:Hello



Her:Goodmorning,IamlookingforMsLuyanda

Mahlangu.

Me:Thatwouldbeme.

Her:Great,IamMrsEdinburghfromIndulgence

CulinaryAcademy.

Isitupreallyquick.

Me:UhmyesMa’am

Her:Luyandaalthoughourclassesarealreadyfull

yourportfoliowasjustexceptional.Wewouldbe

bunchofidiotsifwedidn’tmakeroomforyou.I

wantedtobethefirsttotellyouthatyouhave

officiallybeenacceptedtoouracademywithafull

scholarship.



Tearsofjoyrundownmycheeks.

Me:Tha...ThankyousomuchMa’am.

Her:ItismyabsolutepleasureMsMahlangu.I

guessIwillseeyouinFebruarythen.

Me:Yeahmostdefinitely,thankyouforthecall.

Wesaysaidourgoodbyes.

IgotonmykneesandthankedtheLord,evenwhen

Iwasangryathimheisstillgoodtome.Hegave

myfatherasecondchanceatlife,hegavemean

handsomebabyboyandanamazingpartner.He

gavemefriendsthathaveturnedintomysiblings.I

havealottothankhimfor.



BanziwalksintotheroomjustasIfinishpraying.

Him:Hey,hey,hey,whyareyoucrying?

Icanseetheworryonhisface,hepullsmetohis

chestandrubsmyback.

Me:GuesswhojustgotacceptedintoIndulgence

CulinaryAcademy?

Hepushesmeawayandlooksatmewithahuge

smileonhisface.

Him:Luyandaareyoubeingserious?

Inodmyheadstillintears.



Him:Babythatisthebestschoolinthecountry.

Thisisahugedeal.IamsoproudofyouSthandwa

sami.Youdeservethis,congratulations.

Hepicksmeupandspinsmearoundthenstopsto

kissme.Iwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaisthe

deepenedthekiss.Iamdrippingwetandthefact

thatheisshirtlessisn’tmakingthesituationsany

better.Banzitakesoffmytopandlaysmeonthe

bed.HeentersmeslowlyandIcanhearhimgoan

inpleasure.Hestartstoslowlythrustknowingthat

itmakesmecravehimevenmore.Helicksmyears

andandIbitemybottomliptostopmefrom

moaning.

Me:Zweyouareki..killingmeee!!

Thenheincreaseshispacesandmytoesinstantly

curl.Thismanisdoingthemost.Hegoesdeeper

makingmefeeleveryinchofhim.Icouldn’tholdon

anylonger,Icumscreamingintohisshoulder.He



pullsoutforaminuteallowingmetorecoverthen

turnsmeovermakingmekneelonthebedwithmy

chestonthethebedaswell.Hestartedeatingme

out.Groaninghereandthere.JustasIamaboutto

cumhestopsandinserthimself.Heisdrillinginto

mesocrazy.Everythrusthaspassion.Mylegs

starttotremblingandheincreasedhispacemaking

mescreammylungsout.Wereachtheclimax

together.ZwelibanziMakhanyaismyaddiction.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

InallmylifeIdon’tthinktherehaseverbeen

someonethathasbeenabletosatisfymetheway

Luludoes.It’slikeeverytimewemakelovewe

reachanewhigh.Iamjustaddicted.Luyandaisan



amazingperson,sheputseveryone’sneedsbefore

herswithoutevercomplainingorexpecting

anythinginreturn.Thefactthatsheissogorgeous

isonlyabonus.Ifallmoreandmoreinlovewithher

daybyday.

Iamhappyforher,sheisfinallychasingher

dreams.Hergettingafullscholarshipwithouteven

applyingforoneprovesthatsheIamazingatwhat

shedoes.

Iamwhipped,aren’tI?

.

.

IaminameetingwithmydadandThemba.

Dad:SofinallyThembahasdecidedtocomework

forus.IamgoingtomakeBoitumeloCOOand

ThembatheCFO.Heisacharteredaccountantafter

all.Iknowverywellthatthisnewwomaninyourlife



isthereasonwhyyouarepushingyourself.Iam

justwaitingforyoutofinallyintroducehertous.

Enhlehasreallychangedmybrother.Heismore

focusednow.Iamhonestlyhappyforhim.

Me:Welcomeaboardman.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

ThegirlsandIareallatEnhle’snewapartment,

apparentlyshecouldn’thandleBaba’ccurfews

anymore.



Phiwa:SoladiesIhavebeenthinking...

Wealllookather

Phiwa:Iknowwehaveonlyknoweachotherfora

monthnowbutwehavebecomemorelikesisters.

TheweddingisonlyinSeptembersoifyousayno

thereismorethanenoughtimeforformetorenta

friend.

Enhle:Stopwiththethousandwordessayandjust

talk!

Lee:Right!

Welaugh

Phiwa:Okayokay.Iwouldreallyloveyoutobemy



bridesmaids.Iknow...

Wedidn’tevenletherfinishtalking,wejuststart

screaminginexcitement.

Phiwa:ObviouslyIdon’thaveamaidofhonour.

Thami:IgetitChomi,youjustdon’twanttohurtthe

othersbytellingthemIamtheoneyoupickedas

yourmaidofhonour.

Lee:Nohunthatspotwouldhavebeenmine!

Theystarthittingeachotherwithpillowsandweall

justlaugh.

Enhle:Okayonaseriousnote,whoareyoudating?



Me:Ohyesweneedsexymen,agirlneedstowash

hereyesphela.

Phiwa:Ohnohun,Idon’twantbloodatmywedding.

Yourmenwillkillthosepoorguys,notatmy

wedding,forget.Karabohasalreadyaskedthemso

yourmenwillbeyourpartners.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Vuyohasgrownsomuch,heisahappybabyand

thewayeveryoneloveshimIhavenodoubtthathe

isgoingtobeacharmerlikehisfather.

Lulu,VuyoandIaregroceryshopping,Ihatethis

withallthatIam.Ifeelataponmyshoulderaswe



arepackingtheshoppingbagsintothecar.

Her:Lookatwhatwehavehere,MrMakhanya

playinghappyfamilywiththehelp!

Me:Alexiawhatdoyouwantthistimearound?

Her:IsawyouatadistanceandthoughtIshould

justsayhello.Luyanda,Makhanyamoneylooks

goodonyoubabe.Youhaveevengainedabitof

weight,pityZwehasalwaysbeenintothingirls.

Let’sseehowlongthisfamilyshitwilllast.

Me:JustgoawayAlexia

Her:ohIwillbuttrustnewhenIsaythisLuyanda.

ZwelibanziMakhanyabelongstome,Iamjust

rentinghimouttoyou.



ShewalksawayandLuyandajuststrapsVuyoin

andsitsnexttohim.

Thedrivehomewassilentandwhenwegothome

shewalkedstraightupstairswithsleepingVuyo.

WhileIamunpackingthefoodshewalksinand

startscooking.IcantellthatsheismadsoItryto

wrapmyarmsaroundherwaist.

Her:NotnowZwelibanzi!

Shesayspushingmeoff.Icanheartheangerinher

voice.

Me:ThenwhenLulu?Wepromisedtotalkthings

outwhenwehaveissues.

Shechucklesputtingtheknifedown.



Her:TalkZwelibanzi?Youwanttotalk?Youfailed

totalkwhenyourgirlfriendwastalkingshit,now

youwanttotalk.sparemethebullshitBanzi.

Sheclickshertonguethenstormsoffnotforgetting

toslamthedoor.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

OuuuZwelibanziknowshowtogetonmynerves

sometimes.Hejuststoodtherelettinghersayall

thatnonsensebutwheneveryoneelsespeak

nonsensehebreathsfire.It’spatheticreally.



Igettotheroomandjustgetintotheshower,Ijust

needtorelax.IamnotevensurprisedwhenBanzi

walksin,Ijustignorehim.Heturnsthewateroff

andturnsmearound.

Him:Lulupleasecansortthingsout,notbeingable

totouchyouinhereiskillingme.

Ichuckles,that’skindacute.Ilookdownand

fiddlingwithmyfingers.

Me:Youjustkeptquietandlethersayallthat

nonsense.BanziIdon’tknowhowmanytimesI

watchedyoustandupforherwhenshewashere

evenwhenshewasinthewrong.Evennowthatwe

aretogetheryoulethertalktomeanyhow.Ithurts

metothinkthatmaybesheiswasright,maybewe

arejustanact.DoyoureallyevenlovemeBanzi?

Him:Heyheyhey,pleasedon’tcry.Youknowit



breaksmetoseeyoucry.

Ididn’twanttocrybutwhatshesaidreallybothers

me.HecomfortsmethenwhenIamdonecryinghe

gentlypullsmeback.

Him:LookatmeLuyanda

IshakemyheadnobecauseifIdoIwillprobably

cryagain.Heliftsmychinwithhisfinger.

Him:IknowIwaswrongfornotsayinganythingto

her.ItnotthatIdidn’twanttostandupforyoubutI

sawitpointlessarguingwiththatemptyvessel.I’m

sorrySthandwasamibutpleaseneverdoubtmy

loveforyou.Luyandawewouldn’thaveasonifI

didn’tloveyou.I’msorrybaby.



Ijustnod.

Him:IloveyouLuyanda,Ireallydo.

...

Ihopey’allenjoyedthisinstead

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:23] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert17

Zwelibanzi

Christmasisaroundthecorner,andIamspending



lotsoftimewithmylittlefamily.UsuallyIwork

duringtheholidaysbecauseAlexiawouldwantto

bedraggingmearoundthemallbuyinggiftsandall

thatnonsense.NowIcravehomewhenIamat

workandhatehavingtogotowork.

AnywayLuyandaandIaresittinginthelivingeating

popcorn.Ididn’tknowthatblackpeopledidthisjust

heyLuyandawantedtodecorateatree,whoamIto

stopher.

Her:ANDREW!

Hearcomestrouble.

Lulu:Babywhoisthat?

Me:theAfricanversionofCruelladeVil.



Shewalksinwearingablackdresswithawhitefur

jacket,notforgettingtheredlipstickandheels.

Her:Ohhthereyouare!Howareyoubaby?

Me:I’mgoodLisahowareyou?

Her:DarlingIamstilldroppingjaws,soIamgreat.

Luyandaistryingtocontainherlaughter.Mygrand

parentswalkinafterher.LuyandastandsupandI

follow.

Me:Uhmwhatareyoudoi...

LuludiscreetlyhitsmyhandbeforeIstarttalking.

Lulu:Sanbonani(hello)



Mkhulu:Yesmychild,howareyou?

Lulu:I’mgreatthankyouhowareyou?

Mkhulu:Wearegettingoldmychild,butweare

okay.

Gogo:WenaZwelibanziareweinvisibletoyou?

Introduceusphelaforallweknowwearetalkingto

aghost.

Ichuckle,mygrandmaisaspecialcase.

Me:Sanbonani.UhmEveryonethisisLuyanda,my

girlfriend.LuluthisismyGrandfatherMkhulu

Makhanya,hisfirstwifeMaNkosiandhissecond

wifeLisa.



Lulu:It’sapleasuretomeetyou.

Lisa:Babyweneedtocheckinatthehotel.

Lulu:Whyareyoustayingatahotelwhenwehave

somanyroomshere?

Gogo:Wedon’twanttoimposeSthandwasami.

Lulu:YouareBanziFamily,wewouldlovetohave

youstayhere.Rightbabe?

Me:N...

Shenudgesmeinthestomach.



Me:Ahh..Yes,makeyourselvesathome.

Mkhulustartslaughing.

Him:Yourfatherwasright,shehasyouattheballs.

Whenaretheyleaving!!!

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



IJumpoutofbedandruntotheshower.Tooka

quickshowerthenputonsocks,sweatpantsanda

vest.IgogetVuyoandlayhimnexttoBanzi.Irush

tothekitchenmysomeonebeatmetoit.

Gogo:Areyoubeingchasedbyadogorsomething?

Ilaughtryingtocatchmybreath.Iamreallyunfit.

Me:GoodmorningGogo.Ididn’twantyoutomake

yourselfbreakfast.Youareourguest,youshouldbe

pamperedhere.

Atfirst,IwasterrifiedofGogobutsheisbasically



theinformantofthefamily.Shehasupdatedme

andwarnedmeofwhattoexpectgoingforward.

Sheisn’tBanzi’sbiologicalgrandma,Lisais,butshe

raisedthemwhilstLisawasgettingeducated.

Privilegeofbeingachief’sdaughter.

AswecookBanziwalksinshirtlesswithVuyo.This

manissexymahnandthetattoosarejustthe

cherryontop.Iwipemyhandsandreachoutformy

baby.BanzitriestokissmebutIgivehimmycheek

asrespectformyeldest.

Me:Goodmorninghandsome.

Him:MorningSthandwasami.



Me:Don’tbeforwardwena,Iwastalkingto

Vuyolwethu.

Irubhischinandwalkaway.

Gogo:Andwhoisthislittleone?

That’sright,whentheyarrivedVuyowasfastasleep.

IwalktowardsGogobecauseshehasherarms

stretchedoutforhim.

Me:ThislittleguyisVuyolwethu,myson.



Gogo:Ohheisjustthecutest.

LisaandMkhuluwalkin.Howdoesthiswoman

haveafullfaceofmakeupsoearlyinthemorning?

Lisa:YouleftAlexiaforababymamaAndrew?

Whatdidshedo,seduceyouinthediapersectionof

thegrocerystore?

Heeeeethiswomanwantstostartsomethingwith

me.Nottodaydevil,nottoday.

Banzi:Listeninghere,youwillnot...



Me:Banzino,that’syourgrandmother!

Banzi:Morereasonforhertoknowhowtotalkand

treatpeople.NowListenhereLisa,youwillnottalk

tomywomanlikethat.Especiallynotinourhome.

Youbettercheckyourattitudebeforeyouneedto

checkintoahotel.

Okay,wow.Thatwasactuallyreallysexy.Don’t

blamemeweallhavethose“overlyinlove”days,lol.



GogolaughsandMkhulutriestohidehissmile.

Lisalookslikeshebitintoalemon.

Gogo:Girlwhateveryouputinhisfoodisstrong!

Banzi:LuyandaandIactuallyadoptedVuyo

togetherGogo,fivemonthsago.Wefoundhim

abandonedinadumpsterandwejusthadtokeep

him.

Mkhulu:Thenyouknowthatyouhavetotellthe

ancestorsabouthim.Weneedtodowhat’sright

Zwelibanzi.

Banzi:YesMkhuluIknow,Ihavejustbeenbusy

withwork.



Gogo:Zwelibanziyouareafathernow.Yourfamily

shouldalwayscomefirst,always.

Banzi:IhearyouMaNkosi,Iamsorryfornotsaying

anythingbefore.

Mhlulu:Great,let’seatI’mstarving.

Hesaystakingastripofbaconbutbeforehecan

takeabiteLisahitshishand.

Lisa:Dietingremember?

IgiggleandwhispertoBanzi...

Me:Ishouldtakesometipsfromyourgrandma,

don’tyouthink?



Him:Never!IamnotarabbitSthandwasami.

Mkhulu:Iheardthat!

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

It’sChristmasmorningLuyandaiswithherfather

forbreakfastaftervisitinghermother’sgrave.

Christmaswasherfavouriteholidaysotodayis

reallyanemotionalrollercoasterformybaby.

Wearegoingtohavedinneratourhousebecause

bothfamilywantedtospendVuyo’sfirstChristmas



withhim.Honestly.Thisisgoingtobeinteresting.

Myparentsarefinallygoingtomeetthewoman

thatbroughtThembabacktohissenses.Thisis

goingtobefun.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Weareallaroundthefirewithhotbeveragesand

largeslicesMamThando’schocolatecake.Dinner

wasamazingthefamilyweblendingreallywell.Of

courseEnhlewasnervousmeetingThemba’s

parentsbutIthinkThembahasitworse,Babawas

playingtheoverprotectivefathertonight.You

alreadyknowhowthatwent.



BabahasreallysteppedinwhenitcomestoEnhle.

Herfatherleftwhenshewastillyoungsayinghe

wasgoingtolookforwork,henevercameback.

That’swhenMamThandowenttonursingschool.

Lisa:SoMrandMrsMahlangu,howdidyouguys

meet?Youareanadorablecouplehonestly.

Theyjustlaugh

Baba:Uhmwearenotacouple...

Lisa:Noooo,tellmeyouarelying.Youhavebeen

takingcareofhimallnightthough?

MamT:ThatisbecauseIamhisnurse.

Lisa:OhIamsorryforbeingsoforwardit’sjustthat



youtwolooksogoodtogether.PlusMrMahlangu

wasgrillingAustin(Themba)fordatingEnhleI

thoughthewasherfather.

Baba:It’sokay,weallmakemistakes.Enhleismy

daughterthough,biologyornot.Sheisminejustas

muchasLuluis.

BabakissesEnhle’shead.MebeingmeItooka

pictureofthem.

Lisa:Luyandadon’tyoufeelreplaced,Imeanyou

weretheonlychild.Youshouldbeterritorialwith

yourfather.

Hayibothiswomanisreallytryingtostart

something.

Me:Notatall,EnhleistheoldsisterIhavealways



wanted.MyfatherstilltreatsmethesameandI

gainedanauntformyson.Ihavenoreasontobe

jealousofEnhle,thatwouldmakemepettyandvery

selfish.Myparentsdidn’traiseaselfishchild.

Ireallydon’tlikethiswoman,firstshementioned

AlexiaandthoughtIsnatchedBanzifromher.Now

sheistryingtocauseconflictinmyfamily.She

needssobeputinplace,fast.

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare.

Lovey’all

[10/29,17:23] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini



Insert18

Zwelibanzi

NewYear’sDaycameandwent,sodidFebruary.

It’sthesecondweekofMarchwhichmeansVuyois

7monthsoldandLuluandIhavebeendatingfor7

months.

Me:LuyandaMahlanguyouaregoingtobelatefor

schoollet’sgo!!

I’mreallyannoyedrightnow.Shehavebeensaying

goodbyeforthepast20minutes.

Her:Okay,youhaveeverythingright?



Nanny:Yes,Ma’am

Her:andyouhavemynumber,ifyoucan'tgettome

youcallmyfather.Okay?

Nanny:Forthe8thousandthtimeyes.Pleasegoso

Ican’tdomyjob.Youaregoingtobelateforschool!

WegotaNannyforVuyosinceLuyandawillbe

startingschool.Sheisolderthanusandhasraise

herownchildrensoItrusther.Ofcoursemy

parents,BabaandMamThandohaveallinterviewed

hersoshealreadyknowswhattowillhappenif

anythinghappenstoVuyo.

Her:I’msorry,I’mjustnervous.

Nanny:it’sokay.Thisisthefirsttimeyouleaving



VuyowithastrangerbutthatiswhyIaskedyouto

getNannycam’ssoyoucanseemeatalltimes.

Her:Okay.Iwillseeyoulaterthen.Iloveyoubuddy.

ShekissesVuyoandweleave.Whenwegettomy

herschoolwearewelcomedbyafewstudents.

Girl:Name?

her:LuyandaMahlangu

Girl:LuyandaLuyandaLUYANDA!Foundyou.This

isyouraccesscard,financialaidcard,youruniform

andyourtimetable.

Her:Thankyou.



Girl:ThisisThapelo,heisyourallocatedtutorand

thoseareyourteammembers.

Fuck!Idon’tknowhowtofeelaboutthisgroup.4

guysandalesbianstud.ThenthereisthisThapelo

guythatisalreadydroolingoverLuyanda.

Me:Isitpossibleforhertochangegroups?

Thapelo:Unfortunatelyno.Allgroupswere

speciallyhandpickedaccordingtoskills.Don’t

worrysiryoubabysisterisingoodhands.

Hesayswithanarrogantsmile.

Her:Actuallyheismyboyfriend!

Icanseehisdisappointment.



Him:Wellyourfirstclassisabouttostartsowe

havetogetgoing.

Luyandaturnstowardsme.

Her:Wellthisisit,Iwillseeyoulater.

Ipullherinforapassionatekiss.

Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoumore.Bye!

Thapeloclickshistonguesandwalksaway.I

chuckleandheadtowork.

.



.

.

.

.

Luyanda

TodayturnedouttobebetterthanIthought.The

wholetimeweworkedinourgroups.Wealsohada

threecoursemealchallengetolearnhowtoworkin

group.

Thapelo:Someonelooksdrained

Me:Thatisanunderstatement.

Helaughs,heisaniceguyandisgettingallthe

attentionfromgirlshereoncampus.Heiscuteyes

buyhehasnothingonZwelibanzi,atall.Heisn’ta



studentbutanintern,theguycancookshameI

don’tevenwanttolie.Iwastakingmentalnotesof

histechniques.

Thaps:Wouldyoulikearidehome?

Hesayswavinghiscarkeysinmyface.Flashy

much.

Me:Uhmnothanksmyboyfriendshouldbe...

Myphonerings

Me:Ihavetotakethis...Baby?

Banzi:Iamhere.

Me:OkayIamcoming.



IhangupandturntoThapelo.

Me:Uhmthat’smyride.Iwillseeyoutomorrow

man.

Thaps:Bye

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

IspentthewholedaytryingtorememberwhereI

knowthatidiotfrom,Ijustcan’tputmyfingeronit.



Luyandafinallygetintothecar.Thesmileonher

faceassoonasshesawmewaspriceless.She

getsinandpullsmeforakiss.Apassionatekiss.

Me:Mhmmm...Someoneisinagoodmood.

Gigglesthanpullsoutofthekiss.

Her:BabyIhadthemostamazingday.Mygroup

wasjustamazingandThapelo!!Thatguycan

coooookbaby.Iwasamazed,Iknowyoulovemy

foodbuthemademelooklikeatoddlerplayingwith

mudcomparedtohim...

Shewentontellingmeaboutherdayandhow

amazing“Thaps”is.YesIwasjealousbutIdidn’t

wanttoshowhercauseshewouldthinkIwasjust

annoyedbyhertalking.

.



.

.

.

.

Alexia

Me:Littleone!!!!Iamhome!!

Silent...

Me:Benny!!Whyaren’tyoureplyingmeifyouare

righthere?

Him:Thandiweman,Justshutup!

ThisboyisforgettingthatIamolderthanhim.I

grabhisphoneandgettheshockofmylife.



Me:OMG,Bennyhowdoyouknowher?

Him:MynameisThapelowena,whyareyouso

interestedinhowIknowher?

Me:LookingatthewayyouaredroolingoverherI

thoughIcanhelpyougetherbutanyway...

Iturnaroundknowingverywellthathewillstopme.

Him:WAIT,Alexiamyfavouritesistercomeback!

Itoldyouso...

Me:Tellmehowyouknowher?



Him:OkaywellIfirstsawapictureofherwhenwe

wereorganisingthenewstudent’sthings.She

lookedgreateveninaIDphoto.Istartedstalking

heronsocialmedia.Ifellinlovewithhersis,

everythingabouther.Imetherforthefirsttime

todayandshetookmybreathaway.Sheis

gorgeousAlexia,morethananygirlIhaveseen..

Me:Hey!!

Hechuckles

Him:I’msorrysisbutsheisjustsobeautiful.

Me:Mhmmmokay.Sothisgirlthatyoulove,she

tookmymanfromme...

Him:Damnit!That’swhereIrememberthatass

from.Heistheguythattookyouaway.



Thatcutdeep.Idon’tblamehimforwhathesaid

though,Ionlywenthomeonceayear.Ineverwent

withBanzi.

Him:Don’tfeelbad,youarebacknow.

Isigh

Me:Okay,hereismyplan...

Wespeltthewholedayplanning.Luyanda,Ihope

youarereally!

...

Hopeyouenjoyed



Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:24] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert19

Luyanda

Whoevertoldyouthatcookingiseasywaslyingto

you!Cookingwilldriveyoucrazyifyouaren’t

careful.Iamalwaysstressedandunderpressure.

Honestlyifitwasn’tforThapelo’sextralessonsI

wouldn’tbeabletomanagehey.Thingis,Iamso

usedtocookingwithmyeyesandnotarecipebook



butwearenotallowedtodothathere.Everything

mustbedonebythebook.IlookforwardtoFridays

becausethatistheonlytimeweareallowedto

showoffourculinaryskillswithoutgettinganearful

fromthelecturers.

Me:Noway!!!!Youaretellingmeyourgrandma

chasedyouaroundthetownshipwithawooden

spoonnakedbecauseyouwerehavingsexinher

home.IthinkIlikeyourgrandmother.

Thaps:Mxm,Iamtellingyoumygrandmaiscrazy!

Everyonebackhomeknowsmyass.Iamstilla

laughingstorkthere.Sincethatdaygirlsdon’teven

lookatmewhenIamwalkingaround,henceIgot

anapartmenthere.

Thisguyisjusthilarious,peoplearelookingatus

likewearecrazy.Laughingwhileeveryoneis

stressingoverfood.



Me:Thapelopleasegoaway,youaredisturbingme!

Ineedtofinishcooking!

Him:YourfoodisgoingtoflopwhetherIamhereor

notbuthey.Letmegotelltheotherswhatyouare

cooking..

Hestealsapieceofmeatandrunsups.Thisclown.

Igetbacktoworkbutsomeoneelsedisturbsme.I

havenevertalkedtoherbecausesheisn’treally

sociable.

Her:Hi

Me:HeyAsemahle

Her:LookLuyandaIknowwearenotfriendsbutI

amwarningyoubecausegirlshavetolookoutfor



oneanother.Don’tgettooclosetoThapelo!That

guyisnothingbuttrouble.Yesheiscooltotalkto

buthewillhurtyou.

Me:Asewhatareyouonabout?

Her:Justdon’tsayIdidn’twarm.Thapelowillhurt

you.It’snotamatterofif,it’samatterofwhen!

Withthatsaidshewalksaway.Leavingmethinking.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Gogo:Sowhenareyougoingtomarryluyanda?



Mom:IhavebeenaskinghimthesamethingMa?

AprilisbeautifultimeforanAutumnwedding?

ThisisalwaystheconversationwhenIamaround

thesetwo.ThatitweareinAprilandshewantsus

togetmarry.

Weareattheorphanagecookingsupper,wellat

leasttheyare.Iamjustwatchingthemanddrinking

water,Ican’tdrinkalcoholicdrinksinfrontofthem.

Me:Wait!Canyoutwoslowdownplease.Don’tyou

thinkwearerushingthings?LuyandaandIhave

onlybeendatingfor9months,thatiswaaaaytoo

soonformarriage.

Gogo:Toosoon?Whatdoesthatevenmean

Zwelibanzi.Youareagrownassman,withastable

job,carsandahouse.



Mom:AndconsideringthewayLuyandaisalways

glowing,youhaveafunctionalpenis.Whatareyou

waitingfor?

Wowthesewomenthough!

Me:Iwouldlovetomakehermywife,trustmeI

would.Luyandaisn’trealdyforallthat.Sheis20

andjuststartedschool.

Mom:andyoudidn’tthinkaboutthatwhenyouhad

ababy?ZwelibanziwasstillinschoolwhenIhad

Thembabutistillfinishedinrecordtime.Stop

makingexcuseswena.

Me:Okaycanwewaituntilsheisdonewithschool,

thenwewillmakeallthebabiesyouwant?



Gogo:Heeeeeeee!Youwantmetodiewena

Zwelibanzi!!

MkhuluandDadwalkin.ThankyouJesus.Iknow

thattheywillsaveme.

Mkhulu:WhyareyoumakingmywifeangryZwe?

Gogo:Mxm,thisidiotistellingmehewillonly

proposestoLuyandawhensheisdonewithschool!!

Me:Gogo,sheisdoingatwoyearcourserse.It’s

reallynotthatfar.Dadbackmeup.

Dad:Don’tincludedmeplease,Istillwanttogetlaid

tonight!

Hesayskissingmom



Gogo:Wearestillhereyoufools!

Shehitsthemwithadishtowelandwealllaugh.

Mkhulu:OkaysoIspoketotheeldestandatthe

endofthemonthwearegoinghometowelcome

Vuyolwethu.MakesureyoutellLuyandaassoonas

yougethome.

Dad:Ihavealreadytoldherfatheraboutit.

Me:Yessir.Letmeloveandleaveyou,Ihavetogo

towork.

LuyandahastheJeepsoIdon’thavetorushfrom

workyougether.

.



.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Todaywasactuallyreallybad,wehavethishorrible

lecturerthatwasshoutingatatusallday.Some

evencried.Onereallyneedsthickskintosurvive

here.

Me:Iwillseeyouguystomorrow.bye!

Isaytomygroup.Thapeloisalwaysthelastonein

ourgrouptogobecausehewantstomakesurewe

allhavetransport.Heislikeourbigbrother,always

lookingoutforus.Unliketheothertutorsthatneed

tobebeggedfortheirhelp,liketheyaren’tgetting



paidforthis.

It’s3pmandIamabouttogetintothecarwhenmy

phonerings.It’sanunsavednumbersoIdon’t

answerit.Iamnotinthemoodforsomeoneselling

meproducts.ThepersoncallsagainjustasIam

abouttoputonmyseatbelt.Idecidedtoanswerit

becauseitcouldbeimportant.

Me:Hello?

Icanhearawoman’shighheelsclickingonthe

floorandadooropening.Iwasabouttohangup

whenIhearhisvoice.

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:BabyImissedyou...



Him:ThisismyworkplaceAlexia,putyourclothes

backon.Someonecouldwalkin...

ThenIhearthosekissingsounds

Her:MhmmmImissedtheselips.

Iheardhersaythatbeforesheendsthecall.How

couldBanzidothistome.

Ijustputmyheadonthesteeringwheelandletitall

out.HowcouldIbesuchafool,Iactuallythought

helovedmeasmuchasIlovedhim.Hepromised

toneverhurtmebuthonestlywhatdidIexpect

fromhim?Alexiatoldmethatwhatwehavewas

justanactforhim.Thatshewasjustrentinghim

outtome,whydidn’tIbelieveher.Ijustfeellike

suchanidiot.



Someoneknocksonmywindow.Iquicklywipemy

tearandlookatwhoisit.HeopenthedoorandI

justcryagain.

Him:Hey,what’swrong?Whyareyoucrying?

Pulledmeintohisarmsforabearhugandrocked

meuntilIstoppedcrying.

Him:PleasestopcryingLuyandayouaremaking

melosepointsfromtheladiesman!

Ilaughthroughthetears.Ipulloutofthejustand

satdown.Thapelogavemethebottleofwaterhe

washolding.Ifinisheditinonego.

Him:WowokayAquagirl!



Heisaclownshem.

Me:IjustfeelsostupidThaps,howcouldIhonestly

thinkthatamanlikehimcouldactuallyloveme?I

meanreally,aCEOandIcook?Iamsostupid

Thaps.

Him:YouarenotstupidLuyanda,notatall.Weall

fallinlove,sometimesit’srealandsometimesthe

personwefallinlovewithisjustnotinforusand

justfoolingaround.Heistheassthatadvantageof

yourweaknesses.Stopbelittlingyourselfbecause

ofthatfool.Youareagorgeouswomanandanyone

wouldbeluckytohaveyou.

Ijustsmile.

Me:Yeahyouareright.



Him:YoudamnrightI'mright,Iamalwaysrightkid!

Nowcleanyourfaceandgotoyourson.Idon’t

knowwhatthatguydidbutnoonethatclaimsto

loveyouwouldmakeyoucrylikethisLuyanda.Get

outofthatrelationshipbeforeit’stoolate.Weall

stillneedyou,especiallyVuyolwethu.

...

Hopeyouenjoyed

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:24] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini
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Zwelibanzi

Thisgirlisreallytestingme.IPushherawayand

shefallsontheground.

Me:WHATTHEFUCKDOYOUTHINKYOUARE

DOINGHERETHANDIWE!

Sheiscryingandcan’tevenanswerme.Isquat

downsoshecanlookatmeintheeyeswhenIsay

this.

Me:Listenhereyouidioticlittlebitch.STAYTHE

FUCKAWAYFROMME,LUYANDAORANYONEIN

MYFAMILY.IFNOTTHANDIWEIPROMISEYOU,

YOUWILLWISHTHATIWOULDHAVEKilledYOU



TODAY.SOISUGGESTYOUGETOUTOFMYSITE

BEFOREISECONDGUESSLETTINGYOULIVE

ANOTHERDAY.YOUKNOWVERYWELLINeverGO

BACKONMYWORD.RUNTHANDIWE,RUNFAST.

.

.

2Hourslater

Istartcleaningupmydesk,gettingreadytoleave

work.IthasbeenalongdayandAlexia’slittlestunt

￼madeitworse.Ijustwanttogohometomylittle

family.JustasIamabouttowalkoutthedoor

Thembacomesinwithsomepapersthatneedbe

signed.

Him:lookslikeIwillbeawayforaweek!

Me:Inaplacethathavenocellservice.Icould

neverdothat.Luyandawouldkillme.



Him:NahEnhleknowsitforworksoit’sokay.

Ijustsighandsignthepaperwork.

Themba:What’sgoingonwithyoumyman?The

entirefloorheardyouspittingfireearlier.

Me:ItcouldonlybethatbitchAlexiaman.She

cameinherestrippedandkissedme.

Him:Nah,areyoustillwillher?

Me:What?No!Ifitwastheoldme,youknowI

wouldhavetappedthat.Nowthingshavechanged,

Ican’timaginemyselfwithanyoneelsebut

Luyanda.IwouldneverjeopardisewhatIhavewith

herman.Ilovethatgirlwaytoomuchtocheat,

especiallywithAlexia.



Him:RememberhowcrazywethoughtKarabowas

forwantingtosettledownandstartafamily?Look

atusnow.WealljustWhipped!

Welaugh,Thembahasapointman.Thosegirls

haveuswrappedaroundtheirfingers.Youmust

seehowThendojumpsatThami’scommand.

.

.

IgethomeandparknexttoLulu’scar.WhenIgetto

thefrontdoortheyhouseisquiet.Ilookforthem

buttheyaren’there.That’sodd.IampressuredsoI

gotothebathroomintheourbedroomanddomy

business.Iwashmyhandsandface,whenIlookat

themirrormyheartinstantlydrops...

“IhopeyouarehappynowthattheACTisover!”



Iswritteninlipstickonthemirror.

FUCK!Alexiaisgoingtopayforthis!

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IpackmineandVuyo’sclothesandnecessities,

calledacabandwenttoEnhle’shouse.Shelivesin

themosthightechApartmentcomplexIknowso

Banziwillhaveahardtimegettingtous.

Sheisalreadywaitingformewhenwegettoher

driveway.Iwalkintoherarmsandjustcry.She

askedthedrivertoputeverythingbythefrontdoor.



Him:SisiIamdonepleasecometakethebaby.

IwentandgotVuyothanpaidthedriver.Whenwe

gottothelivingroomItoldhereverythingthat

happened.Fromthetimewesawheratthestore

andnowthecall.

Me:Ipromisewewillbeoutofyourhairbytheend

oftheweek.

Her:Luluyouaremysisteryouwillneverbean

inconvenience.Youcanstayhereaslongyouneed

andplusyouarekeepingmecompanycause

Thembaisaway.

Me:Mhmmholdthatthough.Ineedtotakeanap,

youcanmakethatchickenpastathatIlove.Then

updatethegirlsonwhathappened.ThanksBigSis,

Iloveyou.



Her:YouareluckIloveyoutooorIwouldmakeyou

starve,Mxm.

IgotupstairsthenVuyoandIslept.Iswitchedof

myphonebecauseIamnotinthemoodtobe

talkingtoanyone.

.

.

Her:Luyandawakeupyourfatheritcallingyou

downstairs.

Ijumpoutofbedinpanic.

Me:What?Whatishedoinghere?

Her:Idon’tknowtheyjustsaidtheyhave



somethingimportanttotellus?

Me:Wait...theyarehere?

Her:YesMamaisheretoo.Comebeforetheycome

here.

WewalktothembutbeforewereachthemIstop

Enhle.

Her:What’swrong?

Me:Uhmmtheydon’tknowaboutwhathappened

right?

Her:Seriously?IwouldnevertellBabaanything

aboutRelationships,thatmanisscary.Plusit’snot

mybusinesstotell.



Wewalkinandtheyaresittingononecouchsowe

sitonthesingleones

Mama:Wellhellosleepingbeauty

Ichuckle

Me:Sanbonani.

Baba:Whyareyoureyespuffy?Wereyoucrying

Luyanda?

Mama:ShejustwokeupBaba,relax.

EnhleandIlaughnervously



Baba:Okaysowehavesomethingtotellyou.

HetakesMama’shandintohis.EnhleandIjust

giveeachotherthat“andthen”look.

Baba:Enhle,yourmotherandIhavedecidedtobe

inarelationship...

Mama:andwetotallyunderstandifyouguysdon’t

accept...

Wedidn’tevenletthemfinish,wejuststarted

laughing.Theybothlookedsoscaredandshocked

atthesame.Theyareconfusedbyourreaction.

Okayseethethingis,Weexpectedthisalongtime

ago.Wealwaysjokeaboutitsonowthattheyare

tellingusjustputseverythingtogether.



Me:Wellitwasabouttime!

Enhle:Yeah,youtwosuredidtakeyourtimeshem.

Mama:Soyouarenotangry?

Shelookssoconfusedbyourreaction.

Me:NoMama,wearehappyforyou.

Enhle:IhavethefatherthatIhavealwayswanted...

Me:andafterlosingmymotherIfinallyhaveyou.

Her:IamnotreplacingyoumotherLuyanda..

Me:IknowthatMamabutiffeelsgoodtohavea



motherfigureagainandIamsuremymotheris

happythatBabafoundsomeonethatcantamehim

andwilltakecareofhim.

IstandandhugMamawhoisnowcrying.

Her:IloveyouLulu

MeIloveyoutooMama.

BabaandEnhlejointhehugandwetakeourseats.

Baba:NowthatthatisoutLuyandayoucantellus

whathappenedbetweenyouandMakhanya.Don’t

eventhinkoflyingtous.

Iamshocked.IturnandlookatEnhlebutsheis

justasconfused.



Baba:Iamnofool,Ididn’tneedEnhletotellme

whensomethingiswrong.Icanseethatyouwere

cryingandyourbagsareatthefrontdoor.Nowtell

mewhathappened.

Ilookdownandsighbeforetellingthemwhat

happened.BythetimeIwasdoneBabaisonhis

feet.

Baba:NomaybeIheardwrong.HECHEATEDON

YOU?

Mama:Ntobelapleasecalmdown.YouthinkI

shouldcalmdownwhensomeonehurtsoneofmy

children?

Enhle:Babaplease!



Baba:girls,takecareofyourmother,Iwillbeback.

Hestormsoutshouting“THEBOYDOESN’TKNOW

WHOIAM”

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Iamlosingmymind.Ican’tfindLuyandaanywhere.

Icalledallofherfriendsandtheyhaven’tseenher.

TomakemattersworseIcan’ttrackherphone

becauseit’soff.Ievenwenttotheextentofbribing

thesecurityguardandherschooltorewindthe

CCTVfootagebutallitshowsisherleavingalone.I

calledMamThandobutsheisn’tthereeither.



IjustgothomeIam sittinginthedarkdrowningmy

sorrowsInalcohol.Ijustpraytheyaresafe.Ineed

herbackIneedmyfamily.IknowIwon’tsurvive

withoutthem.

.

.

Iamwokenuptoanexcruciatingpaininmy

stomach.

Me:FUUUUUUCK

Him:Ifyouknowhowtocheatonmydaughter,you

shouldknowhowtoresistpain.

Iattemptedtoopenmyeyesbutquicklyshutthem

becausethelightissobright.Hekicksmeagain,

continuouslythistime.



Me:BAAABAAAA.Ple..Ahhhhhhhh!!!!Ple...please

stopBabaplease.

Ibeghistostopbuthedoesn’t.Hepullsmeupby

thecollarandmakesmeleanagainstthewall.

Baba:WhatdidIsaywouldhappenifyouhurtmy

daughter?

Icouldn’teveranswerhim

Baba:YOUCANTTALKNOWMAKHANYA?SHE

WASTHATGOODTHATYOUCANTTALK

ANYMORE?

TosayIamterrifieddoesn’texpresshowIfeelright



away.Ican’tevenfightbackbecausethatwouldbe

disrespectinghimandthealcoholinmysystemis

notdoingmeanyjustice.

Baba:Ifyoucan’ttalk,Iwillgiveyoureasontotalk.

Hewentsilentandoutofnowhere

BANG!

Atfirstitdidn’tregisterbutsoonthepainkickedin.

Luyanda’sfatherjustshotmeinthethigh!

Me:HooooolllyShhhhi.....Baaaaaaahhhhh...Baba

youjustshotme!!!

Baba:ThankyoufortheinformationbutitObvious!



Iamconfusedthismaniscrazy!!Hethrowsatieat

me.

Baba:Thatwillstoptheblood.NowgetupbeforeI

makeseriousdamage!

Itrystandingbutmylegsfails.Itryagainandthis

timeanmabletostandup.Ifollowhimtotheliving

room.AsIsitdowninflinch.WhenIlookupBabais

sittingcleaninghisgun.Istartedrepentingthis

manisgoingtokillme!

Baba:Iwantyoutotellmeeverythingthat

happenedtoday.Ifyouknowwhat’sgoodforyou,

youwon’tlie.

Me:Ahhh...Okay.I...Iwasinthemyofficewhen

Alexiamyexwalkedin.Sh...Shetookoffhercoat

ofwalkedtome.AsIwasabouttotellherto

leaaaaa...(flinch)leaveshekissedme.Ididn’t



respondBabaIpromiseIdidn’t.

Iamfeelingweakerbytheminute.

Him:Thenwhydidmydaughterhearhermoan

Makhanya?

Shewasrecording?HowcouldIbesostupid.So

stupid.

Me:Ba...ouch(Iflinch)BabaIloveLuyanda.Thisis

alltheworksofajealousexgirlfriend.Iwouldnever

jeopardisewhatIhavewithyourdaughter.Ilove

herwaytoomuchtocheat.Pleasepleasebelieve

me.

Baba:YoubetterfixthismessZwelibanzi.Idon’t

wantmybabytogethurtagainbecauseofthisshit.



Thenitwaslightsoutforme.

...

Ihopeyouenjoyed

PleaseLIKE,commentandshare
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Insert21



Beep...Beep...Beep...

That’sthesoundIwakeupto.Thesmellof

medicinefillsmynostrils.Iaminthehospital.I

openmyeyesandanalysetheroom.IamalonesoI

hitthebuzzertocallthedoctor.Thendowalksin

withhislabcoat,sometimesIforgetthisguyisa

doctor.

Him:Finallyyouareawake.

Ichuckleandliftthebed

Him:Youarelaughing?Whatthefuckhappenedto

you?Thamiputmeinthedoghousebecause

apparentlyyoubrokeherbestfriend’sheartand

nowyouhavebeenshotbyGodknowswho...



Me:CanIatleastgetsomewaterbeforewe

continuegossiping?

Him:Ishouldletyoudieofdehydration.Alltheguys

havebeengoingthroughadroughtbecauseofyour

ass.Youmustknowhowitfeels...

Wejustlaughandhegivesmeagrassofwater.

Thenhestartscheckingouthewounds.

Me:ManAlexiasetmeup,nowmywomanthinksI

cheatedonher.Herfatherbeattheshitoutofme

thenshotme,.Everythingisjustamess.

Hepausesandlooksatme.Icouldseethathewas

tryingtoholdinthelaughter.

Him:Alexia?Isn’tthatyourex?



Me:Yeahthat’sHer.Shecameintomeoffice,

strippeddownandkissedme.

Hecouldn’tholditinanylonger,hislaugherslips

out.

Him:whythough?

Me:Accordingtoher,Iwillalwaysbehersandshe

isrentingmeouttoLuyanda.Thatgirlisdelusional

Itellyou.

Him:Welldamn.Someonepeoplearecrazyman.

Me:IwouldneverhurtLulu.Ilovethatgirlwaytoo

muchtocheatonher.IjustwishIcouldtellher

whathappened.



Him:wellyourfathermentionedyouaregoing

homeforVuyo’swelcomingnextweekend,maybe

youcantalkyouherthere?

Me:Nextweek?HowlonghaveIbeenoutfora

week?

Viwe:ONLYTHELONGESTWEEKOFMYLIFE!

Viwe,KaraboandThembawalkinwithalotof

takeawaysandfruits.

Thendo:Youknowthatheshouldn’tbeeatingthat

stuffright?

Karabo:It’sagoodthingwehaveadoctoramongst

us!



Themba:YouaresmartwenaKarabo.

Thendoliftshishands,surrendering.

Viwe:HowisheDoc?

Thendo:Wellthebulletdidn’thitaboneoranerve

butyoucantellthatMrMahlanguknewwhathe

wasdoing.Thatwasawarningshotratherthana

“shoottokill”shot.Youdidn’tbreakanyridsbut

trustme,whenthemedsrunoutyouwillfeel

everything!

Themba:Wait...Babaistheonethatdidthistoyou?

Karabo:Thembayouareinshitman.Thatisyour

fatherinlawaswell!



TheyreallyarecheeringmeupbutIcan’tstop

thinkingaboutVuyoandLulu.Ireallymissthem.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

It’saMondayandIalreadyonmywaytoclass.I

foundaplacetostay,it’snothingfancybutit’smine.

It’sa3bedroomflatthatIboughtonauctionandI

amsoproudofit.Banzihasbeenputtingmoneyin

myaccountsincewestarteddatingandIneveruse

it.Itwasenoughtobuythisplace.Thenannystill

workingformeandhasbeensuchagreathelpwith

Vuyo.

IjustgotocampusandjustasIamabouttoget



intothelibrarysomeonestopsme.Iturnandsee

Banzi.Helookslikeacavemanandheisinjured

andusingcrutches.Iwanttohelphimandfindout

whathappenedbutmypridewouldn'tletme.Iwant

tobelievehedidn’tcheatonme,thatitwasalla

prankbuttherewasproof.Iheardthemkissing.I

justwanttobeinhisarmsbutIwon’tallowmyself

togethurtlikethat.

Me:WhatareyoudoinghereZwelibanzi?Isn’tme

notwakingupnexttoyouasignthatIdon’twantto

seeyou?Whyareyouhere?

Him:Ididn’tcometocauseasceneLuyanda.I

knowyouhateme.ThisisaboutOURson.Weneed

totakehimhomeforthewelcomingceremonya...

Me:yourfatheralreadyspoketomeaboutit.Iwill

bringhimonThursday.



Him:Luyandayouarehismother,youhavetobe

there.

Isigh,Ireallydon’twanttobewithhisfamily.Idon’t

wanttoexplainwhywearen’ttogetherorpretendto

behappywhenIamfarfromit.Thiseventisnot

aboutme,Ican’tbeselfish.

Me:Fine,IwillseeyouonFridaybutIwillusemy

owntransport.Nowexcuseme,Ihaveaclasstoget

to.Bye.

Icanseethedisappointmentonhisface.Thisisthe

lifehechose.Iwalktothebathroomandjustcry.I

missmyZwesomuch.Whyisheusingcrutches?I

feelguiltybecauseIcanseehewasinpainbutmy

pridewouldn’tletmereachout.

.

.

.



1weeklater

Luyanda

TodaywearetravellingtoZwelibanzi’s

grandparents’homeforaceremonycalledimbeleko

tointroduceVuyolwethutotheancestorsandto

thankthemandaskthemtoprotecthim.

Ofcoursethegangiscomingwithusforsupport

butmainlyforthefood.

WeareallgatheredinacircleinPhiwaand

Karabo’slivingroom.Weareabouttoprayfor

travellingmercy.

Phiwa:OkayHoldhandsandcloseyoureyes.



Banzicomesandholdsmyhand.Thisisthefirst

timeItouchedhimin2weeks.Imisshim,Imiss

himsomuch.Hisscent,hislaugh.Imissbeingin

hisarm.

IambroughtbacktorealitywhenPhiwaSaysAmen

Us:Amen

IgotothebathroomandwhenIgetoutsideIsee

BanzistrappingVuyointohiscar.Viwe,Lee,Phiwa

andKaraboareinonecar.Thami,Thendo,Enhle

andThembaareintheother.Wow.Theyaresetting

meup,Isee.IwalktothecarandBanziisaboutto

getintothedriver’sseat.

Me:YoumustbecrazyifyouthinkIamgoingtolet

youdrivemeandmysonwhenyoucan’tevenwalk

onyourown.GotothepassengerseatZwelibanzi!



Him:SthandwasamiIdrovemyselfhere.Ican

manageit.

Ijustgavehimadeathstareandhewalkspastme

Him:it’sgoingtobealongride.

Hewhispers

Me:Pardon?

Him:Ididn’tsayanything.

Ijumpedinthatcar,putonmymyselfsunglasses

anddrove.Afteragood20minuteshebreaksthe

silence.

Him:Luyanda,Ididn’tdoanythingwi...



Me:ThistripisaboutVuyoBanzi,let’skeepitlike

that!!

Him:IwanttofixthingsSthandwasami.

Ijustincreasethevolumeandjustsingalongtothe

music.Helowerhisseatandsleeps.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Ithoughtherbeingherewithmewouldmakeme

feelbetterbutnotbeingabouttotalktoherorhold

hermakeseverythingworseforme.Imightaswell



beinvisibletoher.Shehascompletelyignoredme.

Allsheisdoingissingalongtohermusic,wellat

leastsheiseatingtheberriesIgother.Shecould

neversaynotoberriesandsparklingwater.We

havebeenontheroadfor4hoursandwearean

hourawaybutwestoppedtogetsomefood.

Enhle:Ohhhhmybodyhurts!

Themba:Wellconsiderthewayyouweresleeping,

youbodywillhurt.

Lee:Iagree,whenwedrovepasty’allherfeetwere

onthedashboard.Itlookedlikeyouweredoing

yoga.

Wealllaugh

Lulu:OkayIwantgogetwarmernightclothesfor



Vuyowhileyouwaitforthefood.

Me:Beforeyougo,canyoupleasehelpmewithmy

bandages?

IknewifIaskedinfrontofthemshewouldn’tsay

no.

Lulu:Uhmyeah,sure

WewenttothecarandIsitinthebackthenIliftmy

shortssoshecanchangemybandage.Ican

changeitmyselfbutIwanttousethisasan

opportunityittalktoher.

Herhandsareshakingasshecleansmywound.I

pretendtoflinchjusttoscareherabit.



Her:BanziI...Iamsosorry,heygocallThendo

ShetriestogobutIlockedherinbetweenmylegs.

Her:Banziyouaregoingtohurtyourselfevenmore!

LetmegocallThendo!

Me:Babyshesetmeup!

ShelookedatmeconfusedthenitclickedthatIwas

talkingaboutAlexia.

Her:Shewhat?

Me:IwasinthemyofficewhenAlexiawalkedin.

Shetookoffhercoatwalkedtome.JustasIwas

abouttotellhertoleaveshekissedme.Ididn’tkiss

herbackSthandwasami.



Shejustsighs

Me:Didyouhearthefullconversation?

Sheshookherheadno.

Her:Noshehungupwheny’allkissed.Damnitwhy

didn’tIthinkaboutthat?Iamsuchanidiot!

Me:Noyouaren’t,don’tsaythat.Ionlyrealiseit

afterBabashotme,Ishouldha...

Her:What?Babadidthistoyou?

Shit!Ididn’tmeantotellher,itjustslippedout.



Me:Baby,Iamfinedon’tworryaboutit.

Her:Whatdoyoumeanyouarefine?Youhavebeen

shotZwelibanzi,allbecauseIdidn’tthinkthings

through.IamsorryMnguni.

Me:Icouldforgiveyouandyourfatherbuuut...

Her:Butwhat?

Me:itwillcostyou...

Her:Zwelibanziyouwantmetopayforyour

forgiveness?

Me:BabyIwasinacomaforaweek!Yourfather

shotme!AllIamaskingisforalittlepayment.



Her:Whatdoyouwantke?

Ichuckle,pullherclosertomeandmakeherlooks

atme.

Me:Kissme.

Sheshookherheadandtriestohideablush.I

laugh.Ikissher.Thekissisfullemotion,passion

andlove.Iamgettinghard.Myhandsmovedown

toherassandsqueezeit.It’smyfavouritepartof

herbody.Itfeelssogoodtohaveherinmyarms

again.

Me:Sthandwasamipromisemeyouwithhearmy

sideofthestorybeforeyouconcludething.Please

baby.

ShenodsandIkissheragain.



Lee:Heey!!!Stopthatnonsense,youareinpublic!!

Me:Viweareyouandyourwomansuchcock

blockers?

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

it’s3amandIaminthekitchen.Iknowhowold

peopleare,theywakeyouupsupperearlyand

supperhungry.Iwokeuptomakefood,Banzi’s

familyhasdonesomuchformeandmyson,

makingbreakfastistheleastIcando.



Imadebacon,eggs,sausages,Frenchtoast,

pancakesandwhiteporridge.MkhuluwalksinasI

finish.

Him:FeedinganarmyIsee.

Me:WellconsideringthewayBanziandhisbuddies

eat,onewouldsweartheywerestarvedformonths.

Him:SpeakingofZwelibanzi,Howishetreatingyou?

Me:HetreatsmelikeaqueenMkhulu.Ofcoursewe

haveourupsanddownsbutheisanincredible

partnerandanevenbetterfather.Ijustwishhe

couldopenuptome.

Him:AllInduetimemychild.Canyoupleasego

wakeeveryoneup,wehavealongdayaheadofus.

.



.

AfterIhavewokenupeveryoneandnowIamon

mywaytowakingupLisa.Iknockbutshedoesn’t

answer,Itryagainbutstillnoresponse.Iopenher

roombutsheisn’tinbed.

Me:Lisa?

Icanhearhergroaninginpainfromthebathroom.I

runtoherandseeheronthefloorholdingontoher

chest.

Me:Lisa?Lisawhat’swrong?

Shedoesn’treplyme,insteadshecoughs.

Me:Stayhere,letmegogethelp!



Iwasabouttorunoutbutsheholdsontomyankle.

Her:No,nopleasedon’t!Lu(cough)Luyandaplease

don’t.Idon’twantthemtoseemelikethis.Please

Luyanda.

Me:Lisayouaresick.Thereisadoctorinthehouse,

Icanjustcallhim.Hecanhel...

Her:IHAVECANCERLUYANDA!

...

Hopeyouenjoyed

Pleaselike,commentandshare



[10/29,17:24] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert22

Zwelibanzi

imbelekowentreallywell.JustlikeanyMakhanya

celebration,myfamilyhadahugefeastand

everyonewashere,cousinsIhaven’tseeninyears,

auntsIdidn’tevenknowIwasrelatedto.Therewas

somethingoffaboutLuyanda.Icantellsomething

wasbotheringherbutIjustcouldn’ttellwhatitwas.

Shewasdistant,IaskedherifIdidanythingwrong

butshesaidsheisstressingoverschool.Idon’t

wanttoforceinformationoutofherbutIam

worried.Idon’tknowhowmanymenwantedher



andshewasjustnothavingit.Ibetterwifehersoon.

Anywayswearehomeandtomorrowisherbirthday,

youalwaysknowIhavesomethingupmysleeve.I

can’twaittoseeherreaction.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Lisarefusestoletmehelpher.Shesaysshehasa

yeartolivewhethershetakesmediationornot.She

doesn’twantthelastmemorypeoplehaveofherto

beasickversionofherself.Shedoesn’twantto

prolongherdeath.Sheknowthatherehusbandisin

greathandwithMaNkosiandheroffspringistoo.

Thanksyoushegottoseehergreatgrandson.I

haveneverseensuchastrongselfishwoman.I

knowIdidn’tlikehereatfirstbutthis,hersickness



andhowsheishandlingitmakesmereallyknow

howselflessamother’sloveis.Sheisdyingbutshe

stilldoesn’twhatherfamilytoseewellbecauseshe

knowsthattheywillgiveupeverythingjustforher

toliveafewdayslonger.Iamhonestlynottakingit

wellthough.Ijustknowhowheartbrokenherfamily

willbebecauseshedidn’tdoanythingandIcould

havechangedthat.Iwillrespectherandherwishto

keepherconditionasecret.

Banzibeggedmetomovebackwithhimandeven

wentasfarasaskingmyparents.Theysaidyes

onlybecausetheyknowhowmuchVuyocry’sfor

hisfather.Vuyohasstartedtalkingnow.Hecalls

meWamibecauseofBaba,thencallsBanziDada.

It’sthecutestthingever.Theboyhassomuch

energyheiscrawlingaroundeverywheresowe

havetobabyproofthehouse.

IamwokenupbyZwelibanziundressingme.This

man’ssexdrive...it’sevenrubbingoffonmeItell



you.

Helaysmedownonmybackwithmynothingbut

mywhitelacethong.Myhandsaretiredabove

aboutmyheadandheplaceablindfoldonmyeyes.

Howdidn’tIfeelhimdothisthough?Icanfeelhim

overmebuthedoesn’ttouchme.Igetwetjustby

hispresence.Hebreathesonmyneck,makingme

cravehimevenmore.Heknowsmyevery

weakness.HeleavesItrailofcoldwetkissesfrom

myneck,betweenmybreastanddowntomynavel.

Herunshisfingertipsonthelaceofmythong.He

knowsIwanttotouchhim,theinabilitytodosois

drivingmenuts.Icontainamoanbybitingmy

lowerlipasheripsmythongoff.Hebendsmylegs

andstartskissingtheinsideofmythighs.Every

kissmakesmewanthimmoreandmore.Ineed

himandheknowsit.Histongueslowlycirclesmy

clitandthrustshismiddleandringfingersinside

me.Mycravingforhimonlyincreases..



Me:Mhmmmm...Baaaahhh...Banziiiii...faster..

fasterbabyplease...

Doeshegoanyfaster,absolutelynot.Heismaking

sureIknowthatheisincharge.Istarttobuildup

andhispacefinallyincreases.Iholdmybreathand

pleasuretakescontrolofmybody.Mylegend

startedtremblingandbackarches

Him:Cumformybaby...

Hewhispersinmyears.IletoutascreamasI

reachanorgasm.Allhedoesischuckleandand

getoffthebed.Itrytountiemyself...

Him:Don’tupsetmeLuyanda.

HesayswithasternvoiceandIjuststop.He

continuestowalkawaythenhearrunningwater



fromthebathroom.ItstopsandIcanhearhis

footstepsgettinglouderandlouder,heiscoming

backtome.Hewipesmewithawarmwettowels

thenoutofnowhereheinsertshimdeepinsideme.

Thisnotlovemakingatall,heisfuckingme.Itis

aggressivebutheishittingalltherightspots

drivingmymoreandmorecrazy.Icanhearhim

groaningashethrusts.

Me:AhhhZwe...Zwelibanziuntiemeeee.Untieme

babyplease..PleaseBanzi.

Alllhedoesinattackmylipswithhis.Icum

wrappingmylegsaroundhiswaist,holdinghimstill.

IfinallyrecoverbutIknowforafactheisnotdone

withme.Heturnsmeoverandmakesmekneelon

thebedputtingapillowforsupportthenkissesmy

lowerback,downmyspinetothebackofmyneck.

Hiskissesmakemewetagainthenheheentersme

pullingmybraidsandhedrillsintomeaggressively.



Ooohhhboythemaniskillingme.Myscreamsfill

uptheroomthenfinallyafterreachinganorgasmI

feelhiswarmthinsideme.

Him:Happy21stbirthdaySthandwasami.

Ican’tevenreplytohimbecauseIamoutofbreath.

Heuntiemethenlaysnextme.Itookmyphoneyou

seethetime,it’s01:30.It’smybirthday!

Me:Thankyoubabe.Iloveyou.

IsaykissinghischeekthanIturnandmyback

faceshim.Hewrapshisarmsaroundme.

Him:IloveyoumoreSthandwasami.

ThenIhearIlightsnore...



.

.

ThesunhitsmyfaceandIrolloverandstretchmy

armonlytofeelthatIamaloneinbed.Ilookatthe

timeanditis06:04.Mybodyhasbeensousedto

wakingupatthistimethatldon’tevenneedtoset

analarmanymore.Iwalktothebathroomandrun

myselfabaththenwalkout.IgettoVuyo’snursery

andwhenIreachthecotheisn’tthere.Ilookinside

andIseeanenvelopewritten“Wami”.Iopenitand

findapictureofmeholdingVuyointhehospital

whenweadoptedhim.Iwipemytears.Thisissuch

abeautifulphotograph.Idon’tevenknowwhenhe

tookit.Itakeoutthenotefromtheenvelope.

“Getready,yourdriverwillbethereat10:00”

.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

Me:Iseverythingready?

Mama:ZWELIBANZI!!!Iwillslapyounow!How

manytimedidItellyouthateverythingisgoing

accordingtoplan?

Mom:WhereisBabatoshootyoubecausewe

reallycan’tdealwithyour10000questionsevery

second?

Me:Tjo!Somuchangertrappedinthesebeautiful

people!

It’sLulu‘abirthdayandofcourseIhavetogoallout

forher,it’sher21stafterall.Iknowshedoesn’t

wantanythinghugesoIplannedasmallfamily



dinner.Shewillbepamperedthewholeday.Iasked

everyonetoignoreherallday,it’saweekdayso

shewillthinkthateveryoneisatwork.It’sthe24th

ofMaybytheway.Let’shopeshelikesmysurprise

becauseIhavebeenplanningthisforafewmonths

now.

Iamonthewaytopickupmyoutfit.Ineedtolook

goodtoo.Vuyoisatmygrandparentshouse,Lisa

hasbeensmotheringhimalotthesedays.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Ifeellikeeveryonehasforgottenmybirthday.Banzi

isliterallytheonlypersonthatremember.Evenmy



ownfatherhasn’tsaidanythingandheusedtolove

celebratingmybirthday.

Zwelibanziisreallyspoilingmethough.Thedriver

hehiredtookmetothethespa.Igotafacial,mud

bath,thewholenineyards.Mymanknowshowto

beromanticthat’sforsure.

RightIaminoneofthepenthousesuitesthatBanzi

ownsandmyhairandmakeupisbeingdone.They

alsowantedtodomynailsbutchefscan’thave

theirnailsdone,plusIwouldn’tknowhowtodo

anythingwithouthurtingmyself.

Girl1:Alldone.

Oneofthestylistssay.TheyturnmearoundandI

amamazed.Ilooksgorgeous,Idon’tmeanto

soundselfabsorbedbutIdo.Myafroisinaslick

lowbunwithafewpearlhairpins.



Girl2:Lordpleasedon’tcry.IknowIputwaterproof

makeuponyoubutstill.

ShegavemethenaturallookandIaminlove

guys.theyLaughandtheypacktheirthings.

Girl1:Thisisforyouandyourdressisonthebed.

Wewillseeyouaroundgirl.

TheyleaveandIopentheenvelopeshegaveme.In

itisafinephotographandanote.It’saphotoofme

sleepingonhischest.Thenotereads...

“Getdress!Thedriveriswaiting.”

Itisablackmermaiddresswithasexycorsettop.



Alltheassetsarebeingshownoffhoney.Iamso

happyrightnow.Iandsoblessed.

.

.

Driver:wearehereMa’am.

Ilookupandweareareatthisbeautifulhuge

house.Iopenthedoorandwalktothedoor.Justas

IapproachedthedoorBanziopensit.Helooksall

sortsofyummy.Heisinallblack,slimfitformal

pantandashirtwithafewbuttonundone.The

beardisniceandclean.Hefinallylooksatmeand

isdrooling.Hiseyesaretravellingeveryinchofmy

body.

Me:I’mgoingtofallifyoukeepstaringatmelike

that!

Heswallowswithhiseyesclosed.



Him:ThethingsIwanttodotoyou,Mhmmm.You

lookamazingSthandwasami.

Idoalittle360turnforhimandlaughwhilehe

whistles.

Him:Let’sgetinbeforeyougetcold.

Me:Banziwho’shouseisthis?

Iamtakingnotes,thishouseisdefinitelymystyle,I

lovehowopenitisandithassomerusticelements.

Him:Uhmm.It’safriendsguesthouse.

Wewalkintothediningroomandmyfamilystarts

singhappybirthdaytome.Igetreallyemotional



becauseIthoughttheyforgotandweretoobusy.I

amintearsactually.

Me:Guys!!!!Ithoughtyouallforgoooooot!

Thami:Chomireally?Howcouldweforgetwhen

yourmanhasbeennaggingusforthreemonths

straight?

MrsM:Andtodayhewasevenworse!

Him:Nobaby,don’tlistentothemtheyarelying.

Weallsitdownandstartfeasting.Ohhthisisall

divine.Weareallhavingfunandtheconversationis

flowing.Babastandsupwithhisbeerofcourse.

Baba:So,mybabyisn’tactuallyababyanymore.I



havewatchedhercomeintothisworld,falloffa

bicyclehellIevenwatchedherlearnhowtochange

herfirstpad.Luyandawami,youhavemademethe

proudestfather.Youencouragedallofustobetter

ourselves.Youhavebecomesuchanincredible

womanandmother.Youturnedmeintoa

grandfather,asexyoneIadd.(Wealllaugh)Even

thoughIwouldhavewantedyoutowaitalittle

longerbeforekids,Iwouldn’tchangeourlives.I

loveyouWami.Iknowyourmotherissmilingdown

atyoufromheaven.Happybirthdaymylove.

Me:Baaaaaabbbbaaa!!!Ihavemakeuponandyou

aremakingmecryyyyy!

IwalkovertohimandhughimthenIgositdown.

Thamistandsupforherturn.

Thami:Chomi,mybestie.Youarefinally21!!We

playedinthesandboxtogetherandcopiedeach

other’shomework...



Baba:What?

Thami:IloveyouBaba(welaugh)Ihavewitnessed

youatyourhighestandatyourlowest.Iwatched

youblossomintothisincrediblewoman,friend,

sister,girlfriendandmostimportantlymother.You

areanamazingwomanmyfriendandIjustlove

yousomuch.HappybirthdayLulu.

Alltheotherspeechesmakemecryevenmove,I

justfeelsoloved.Ireallylovemyfamilyandfriends.

Ijustfinishedunwrappingallthegifts.Let’sjustsay

alltheguysmademerichbecausetheycouldn’t

buyaccountgiftsbuttheygavememoney.

Baba:Mygiftisacarsolet’sgogetit.

Me:Babaitcoldoutside.Banziwillgofetchit,right

baby?



Banzi:Nope!Idon’twanttoo.Wewillallgo!

WeallgooutsideandIgettheshockofmylife.

Me:TellmethisisaDREAM!!!!

Baba:HappyBirthdaymyangel!

Irunintohisarmsandjustcry.Hegotmyapearl

whiteBMWX5!!Hehandsmethekeysandwego

insideit.OhthiscarisbeautifulandBabaevenhas

acarseatinsideitforVuyolwethu.

Banzi:OkaysinceIknowwearenotgoinginside

anythingsoon,letmesaymyspeechhere.

WeallgetcloserandItakehishand.



Him:SthandwasamiWhenImetyou,Iknew

withoutadoubtthatyouweremysoulmate.I'dhad

finallymetthewomanIwantedtospentmyforever

with.YouhaveShowmealltheimportantthingsin

lifeandhavemademewantandcravetobea

betterman.Youblessedmewithahandsomeson.

Itwasonlyamatteroftimeuntilwearrivedatthis

moment...

HegetsdownononekneeandhisThembapasses

himsomething.Heopensitthesmallboxandit’sa

ring!

Thegirlsarescreaming.Myhandsareshakingand

Isuddenlyfeelnervous.

Me:Banzi?

Him:LuyandaMahlangu,willyoumarryme?



Myheartitracing,everythingismakingme

emotional.IlookatBabaandhenodshisheadand

smiles.

Mama:Sayyesalready,it’scoldouthere!!!

Wealllaugh,Mamathough

Me:Yes,Yes,amilliontimesyessss!!!!!

Heslipsontheringandkissme.

Him:IloveyouLulu.

Me:Iloveyoumorebaby.



...

Hopeyouenjoyed

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:25] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

Insert23

Ican’tbelievethatIamsomeone’sfiancée.Me?

LuyandaMahlanguisthefutureMrsLuyanda

Makhanya.IwouldhaveslappedyouifyoutoldmeI

wouldbeengagedandbeamotherayearago.

Honestlymarriagewasn’tinmyplanforthefuture

untilImetBanzi,hechangedeverything.Iknowhe

alwayssayshislifechangedwhenhemetmebut

minechangedmuchmore.Hemademewantto



bettermyself,notbecauseIwasjealousbut

becausehimworkinghardmakeseveryonearound

himwanttoworkhardashedoes.

Wesleptattheguesthouselastnight.Iam

admiringmyringinbed.Banziisstillfastasleep.

Thisringthough!It’shasahugeprincesscutgreen

emeraldthatissurroundedwithsmalldiamonds

andcompletedwithathingoldband.Emeraldsare

mybirthstonesandthefactthatmyringhaveone

makesitextraspecial.Icantellthathereallyputs

somuchthoughtintoitandIloveit.

Banzi:Youknowinthemovieswomenstareattheir

fiancé’swhentheysleepandnottheirengagement

ring...

Hesayskissingthebackofmyneck.Iturnaround

andkisshim.



Me:Goodmorningtoyoutoobaby.Howdidyou

sleep?

Him:WithyouInmyarms,Isleptlikeababy.

Me:WellIcanbelievethatbecauseyoukeeps

wakingmeupinthemiddleofthenight.Remindme

toneversleepnakedagain,Iamgoingtodie!

Hestartsplantingwetkissesonmybodyandgets

betweenmylegs.Herewegoagain.

Me:Iamdefinitelygettingaonesie!

.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

It’sbeenaweeksinceIproposedtoLuyandaandI

amactuallyonmywayyoumeetBabaforlunch.

WhenIgetthereWiththisoldman.FromhereIcan

seethattheirconversationisnotgoingwell.Baba’s

veinsaregoingtopopanysecond,heisfurious.

Baba:Whydoyouallofasuddencareabouther?

Him:Sheismybloodyouidiot!OfcourseIcare

abouther!

Baba:Andshewasn’tyourbloodallthoseyears

ago?Don’tirritatingmewena!Leave.

Hegetsupandstormsoutoftherestaurant.Iwalk

overtoBabaandIcanseeheisstillveryfurious.

Lordcoverme!



Me:Baba.

Him:Yes?Ohh,youcantakeaseatMakhanya...

IsitdownAndweorderdrinks,Iamgoingtoneedit.

Him:Tellme,whatareyourplansmovingforward?

IntermsofLuyanda,schoolandthisweddingand

babies?

Me:BabaIknowhowpassionateLuluisabouther

cooking,Iwouldneverstandinthewayofher

chasingherdream.Ifitmeansusourwhite

weddingisaftershegraduatesthat’sokaybutIam

marryinghertraditionallysoon.Iamnotlettingher

slipoutofmyhand.Never?

Babajustchuckle.IamseriousthoughIcan’tlet



herleaveme.Ican'tseemyselfwithanyoneelse

andI'msureinhellIwon’tletherbewithsomeone

else.Aspossessiveasthatmaysound,Iam

standingbyit.Luyandaismine.

Baba:WellinthatcaseIwantameetingwiththe

fiveofyouguys.Thosegirlsareallmineandyou

willprotectthemlikeIwould.Tomorrowwemeet.

Whyisthismanlikethis.Isitmeorheisdramatic.I

amworriedaboutwhathehasplannedfor

tomorrow.Weneedtomentallyprepareforanything

becauseBabaisoneunpredictableman.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



Iambythebalconyinourroom.Iamreallyjust

takingeverythinginbutatthesametimeandIam

askingmyselfifIamreallygoingtobeabletodoall

this?Ihavealotonmyplatealready,willIreallybe

abletobeagood￼ wifetoBanzi.ImeanIamnot

evenhalfthepersonheisandwehaveasevenyear

olddifferent.AmIreallymatureenoughtohandle

everythingthatmaycomeourway?AmIreally

readytobeawife?

Iwasneverthewildchildthatdrankalcoholand

wentoutpartyingalotsoIwon’tbemissing

anythingbutmarriageisreallybigstep.Iam21

afterall.

Iambroughtbacktoearthbyhimwrappinghim

armsaroundmywaistfrombehind.Irestmyhead

onhischestandsigh.



Him:WhatareyoustressingaboutSthandwasami?

Me:Banzidoyoureallythinkthatwearerightfor

eachother?Imeanyouareasmart,successful,

wealthymanandIamjustacookwellnowIam

justastudent.Youshouldbewithsomeoneof...

Heletsgoofmeandwalksbackinside.Iturnand

heissittingonthebed.

Him:Comehere.

Iexhaleandwalkyouhim.Hemakesmestand

betweenhislegs.Icanjustseethedisappointment

writtenalloverhisface.Ishouldn’thavesaidthat.

Him:LuyandaIamonlygoingtosaythisonce.I

neverwantyoutomentionthisorforyoutoeven

thinkaboutitagain.Understood?



Inodbuthetightenshishandsaroundmyhands.I

knowhewantsmetospeakinsteadofnodding.

Me:Yes.(Sigh)

Him:Luyandayouaremine,thereisnomistake

aboutit.Idon’tevendeserveyoubutIthankGod

thatyouchoseme.Baby,loveisn’tbasedon

materialthings.NoneofwhatIhaveachievedcan

earnmeanamazingwomanlikeyou.Iloveyou

Luyandaanditreallyhurtsmewhenyousaystuff

likethat.

Me:I’msorryMnguni.Ishouldn’thavesaid...

Him:No,youshouldn’tbethinkinglikethatatall

Sthandwasami.



Me:I’msorry

Him:I’mnotdoingthiswithyouagain.

Ijustlookdown.Hepullsmecloserandkissesme.

Hishandsgodownyoumyassandhegripsit.This

kissisjustfullallhunger.Iwanthim.Asamatterof

factIneedhim.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Thendo:Wherethefuckisthisoldman!

Viwe:Dudethismanbroughtustothebushes,



thereisnocellserviceouthereandthemanislate

ashell?

Karabo:Let’sjustgohomemanthismanisn’t

coming.

whenwewereabouttogetintothatcarweseehis

cardrivingtowardsus.HisHerefinallyhegettous

andwesurroundhim.

Themba:Ntobela.

Baba:YesMakhanya.Iapologiseforbeinglate,my

meetingwentlongerthatIexpected.

Karabo:It’snoproblemBaba.

What?Wasn’thetheonethatjustsaidwemust



leave.Now“It’snoproblem”.Bullshit,heisjust

scaredoftheman.

Baba:IknowyouareallwonderingwhatIcallyou

hereforbutIamsureMakhanyamentionthatithas

somethingtodowithyourpartners.

Helooksatmewithoneeyebrowup,askingfor

confirmation

Me:YesBaba,Idid.

Baba:Good.Rightweareallgoingtogohomenow.

WewillwalkintoyourofficesandtellourPAthat

wearetalking2weeksoffwork.ThenYouwillgoto

yourgirlfriendsandtellthemthatyouaregoing

awayofbusiness.packabagbecausebrightand

earlyMondaymorningweareherewaitingfor

furtherinstructions.



Viwe:BabaIwon’tbeable....

Baba:Idon’trememberaskingaquestionSiviwe.

YouwilldoasIsayorwhatIdidtoMakhanyawill

bejustastartofwhatIwilldotoyou.Iwillnot

jeopardisemyfamiliessafety.Youwillbehere

comeraincomesunshine.

Idon’tevenknowhowIamsupposedyoutell

LuyandathatbuttheguysandIhavecomewitha

believablelie.WellIhopeit’sbelievable.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



Ijustgothomefromalongdayofpickingdresses

forPhiwa’swedding.Iaminthekitchencooking

supperandVuyoiswithme.Iammakingpasta

Becauseit’squick.Ijustwantstotakeabathand

sleep.BanziwalksinandIgivehimhisfood.He

loveseatinginthekitchensoIjustlethimbe.

Him:UhmLulucomecloserplease..

Istandontheoppositesideofcounter.

Him:BabyIhavetogoawayfor2weekonMonday.

TheguysandIaretryingtosecureabusinessdeal

andthisclientisjustbeingdifficult.

Hekeepshiseyesonhisplate.Heknowsverywell

thatIamabouttogooffonhim.

Me:Heh?MaybeIdidn’thearyouproperly.



Zwelibanzididn’twesaythatwemusttalkaweek

priortoleaving.Andfortwoweeks?Twoweeks

Makhanya...

Him:Butbabyit’snotlikeIamgoingawayon

vacation,it’swork.Thisisreallyabigdealforthe

company.Ican'tloseit...

Heeeeeeeehhhhh.IambeingtestedIsee.Idecided

tojustkeepmycool.Ifhewantstogothereis

nothingholdinghimback.

Me:Mhmm.WatchyoursonthereIamgoingto

bath.

.

.

AfteralonghotbathIwalkintotheroomandBanzi

issittingonthebed.Ijustpasshimandgointothe

closet.Idropmygownandstartapplyinglotionon

mybodyandIcanfeelhiseyeonmefrombehind.I



wearoneofhistopsandapantythenigotobed.I

reallydon’twanttospeakyouhim.

[10/29,17:25] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert24

Luyanda

SoBanzihasbeengoneformorethanthetwo

weeksthathesaid,hehasbeengonefor17days

now.17entiredays.Ihaven’theardfromhimsince

heleftandVuyoisdrivingmecrazyconstantly

cryingforhispreciousfather.Ihavebeenbattling

withkeepingVuyobusywhileIdomyschoolwork

butIamfinallygettingthehangofit.Am madat



thefactthatheisgoneandhasn’tcontactedme.I

shouldbeangryyesbutthatdoesn’ttakeawaythe

factthatImisshim.Imisseverythingabouthim

andthefactthatIamalwayscravinghimiskilling

me.IamjustgladthatIamnottheonlyonewhois

goingthroughthis,thegirlsaresufferingaswell.

Iamactuallyinclassrightnowpracticingbecause

schoolisalsoshowingmeflamesandIdon’thave

thehelpthatIusedtogetfrommytutor.Thapelo

haschangedsinceItoldhimthatIambackwith

Banzi.Hegotveryangryandhasstartednotbeing

thehelpfulpersonhewasbefore.Hehasstarted

gettingonmynervesandwantstobebeggedsoI

justdecidedtokeepmybusinesstomyself,

separatemyschoolandpersonallife.YesIwill

interactwithmyclassmatesbutIwillkeepitall

aboutschool.

AsIamworkingonanewrecipeThapelowalksin

andhonestlyhispresenceannoysthehelloutof



me.Hesitsonthecounterandtakesapieceof

chicken.

Him:abitofpaprikawouldmakethisamazing.

HeisprovokingmeIsee.

Me:Andyouleavingwouldmakemefeelamazing

butwecan’talwaysgetwhatwewantnowcanwe?

Helaughsandcomescloseryoume.

Him:YoushouldhavebeenmineLuyanda.Iwould

havelovedyouthewayyoudeservedtobeloved.

ohthat’sright,y’allwantmenwithmoney.

Hewhispersthatintomyear.Isthisidiotbeing

serious.Idon’tthinkheknowsmeprobably.I



quicklyturnaroundputmykneeonthisguys

BALLSrealhard!!IfthereisonethingIhate,it’sa

personIdon’tknowthatwellInmypersonalspace.

Thereonlyonemanallowedthatcloseandthat’s

mymanandonlyGodknowswereheis.Hisveins

areevenswellingup.

Him:Youpsychobitch!Whatwasthatfor?

Me:Staythefuckawayfrom meyouidiot!

Ijusttookmythingsandstormedout.Iamreally

notinagoodmoodandhejustmadeitworse.

.

.

.

.

.



Zwelibanzi

YouknowIusedtothinkIworkoutbutclearlyIwas

playinggamesbecausewow.Traininghasbeen

intense,onewouldswearthatwearepreparingfor

war.Weallhavebruisesandareexhausted.From

kickboxing,judo,archery,axethrowingtousing

gunswedidItall.Iamjustgladtobegoinghometo

mybabies.

Imissmysonterriblyandmywomanjustasmuch.

Ihavebeenawayfor19daysandIamgratefulthat

it’saSaturdaysoIcanspendthewholedaywith

them.

IgettothehouseandIamwelcomedbysilent.I

walktoVuyo’sroombutheisn’ttheremaybethey

arenappinginourroombecauseLulu’scarsishere.

IgettotheroomandIcanhearhercryinginthe

bathroom.Idropmybagandruntoher.The

bathtubIsfullbutsheisjustsittingonthefloor



crying.

Me:Heywhat’sgoingonLulu?Whyareyoucrying?

Isaypullinghertomychest.

Her:Ba...Banziwherehaveyo...youbeen?I..have

beenca..callingyoufordays!!

Shefinallystopscryingandwalkstothebedroom.

Her:Wehavetogotothehospitalyour

Grandmotherissick.

What?Ihavebeengoneforafewdaysandmy

grandmaisinhospital?

.



.

Ihavesomanyquestionsaboutwhat’sgoingon.

WhyisLisainthehospitalbecauseshewasfine

whenIleft.Luyandaisstilltearyfromearlier.We

justgottothehospitalandmywholefamilyisin

theywaitingroom.

Me:Hihaveyouheardanythingasyet?

Themba:Nomanstillnothing.

Weallsatthereinsilentnotknowingwhatis

happening.

Dr:LisaMakhanya?

Weallstandup



Gogo:That’susdoc,issheokay?

Dr:UnfortunatelynoMa’am.MrsMakhanyahas

advancedlungcanceranddoesn’thavemuchtime

leftbecauseshedidn’tgetanysortsoftreatment

sheisstillrefusingit.

Mkhulu:IamherhusbandIamsureIcangiveyou

myconsent.

Dr:Nosir.Mypatientisconscious.ThereforeIfshe

refusestreatment,herdecisionmustberespected,

evenifrefusingtreatmentwouldresultinherdeath.

Iamsorrybutthisisoutofmyhands.

Withthatsaidhewalksaway.Lulujuststartscrying

again.

Her:I...Ishouldn’tha...havelistenedtoher.I...I



shouldhavesaidsom...something!

Thatgotourattention.Angerstartstoboil.She

knewaboutLisa’ssicknessandkeptittoherself?

Howevilisthiswoman.

Me:LUYANDAwhatthefuckdidyoujustsay?

Her:Sh..shemademepro...promisenottosay

anythingtoyou.I...Iknewabouthersicknessbut...

butshemademepromise.I’m...I’msorry.

Mkhulu:YOU’REFUCKENSORRY?SORRY?IS

YOURSORRYGOINGTOHEALMYWIFE?ISIT?

SPEAKDAMNIT!

Gogo:Mngunicalmdown!



MKHULU:CALMDOWN?YOUWANTMETOCALM

DOWN?THISIMBECILEHASKNOWNABOUTMY

WIFE’SSICKNESSANDSHELETHERALMOSTDIE

BECAUSEOFASTUPIDPROMISE?GETTHEFUCK

OUTOFHEREBEFOREIKILLYOURIGHTNOW!!

Shelooksatmeshaking.Shedisgustsmereally.

Me:IFMYGRANDMOTHERDIESBECAUSEOF

YOURFOOLISHNESSYOUBETTERPRAYTHE

EARTHSWALLOWSYOUBEFOREIGETTOYOUI

WILLHURTYOUBEYONDYOURWILDEST

IMAGINATION.RUN,RUNFAST!

...

Thankyouforreading.Iknowyouareallangry.I

loveyou



Pleaselike,commentandshare.
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Luyanda

IamtrulyhurtbythewaytheMakhanyafamily

treatedme.Igetthattheyaregoingthroughalot

butthewaytheytreatedmewasinsaneandvery

immature.Thedaytheykickedmeoutofthe

hospitalIhadtohitchhikebacktoBanzi’sHouse.I

didn’thavethetimetocryoverspiltmilk.Ijust

packedallthethingsIcouldfitinmycarandwent

tomyapartment.IlefthisringandInotetellinghim

atruckwillpickuptherestofmythings.Ileftwith



allthethingsthatIboughtmyselfandVuyoIdon’t

wantanydrama.Idon’twantanythingthatwill

remembermeofthatass.

Itoldmyparentswhathappenedandofcourse

BabawantedtoretaliatebutIaskedhimnotyou

fightfirewithfire.Someonemustteachthem

maturity.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

It’sbeenadraining2weeks.Lisapassedawaya

weekaftershewasadmitted.ThembaandIare

arrangingthefuneralbecausetherestofthefamily

isn’tcopingatall.



It’saFridayandIamonmywaytopickupVuyofor

theweekend.Wearegoinghomeforthefuneral.I

gettothegateandthesecurityletmeinafterthey

callherforconfirmations.Thisisliterallythefirst

timeIwillseehersincethehospitalsaga.Wetalk

thoughttextandonlyifit’simportantthingsabout

Vuyo.

Iparkmycarinhervisitorparkingandknockonthe

door.Thedooropensandit’sthenanny.

Her:OhMrMakhanya,pleasecomeinIwillgoget

Vuyo.

Shedirectedmetothelounge.It’smyfirsttime

heresoIamcheckingitout.Theplaceisreallynice.

Thepicturesonthewalldrawmyattention.They

areallofVuyoandfewawithLuyanda.Theylook

sohappy.Luyandaisn’twearingherringsoIknow

theyrecent.



Nanny:Wellhereheis.

Iturnandseehimsleepingonhershoulder.Itake

himandshehandsmeVuyo’sbag.

Her:Everythingheneedsisinthere.

Me:Thankyou.

Wejuststandinawkwardsilence

Her:Istheresomethingelse?

Me:Yes,ishismotherhere?

Her:Uhmyessirsheisbutsheisjuststudying



henceIbroughthim.

Me:Ohokay.

Iknowthatisn’ttrue,Luyandacanneverstudy

duringtheday.Sheisjustavoidingme.

IstrapVuyoandstartthedrivehome.Iamstill

upsetoverhowselfishshewasbutIfeelempty

withouther.Shehavemadeitclearthatshewants

nothingyoudowithme.IshouldbehappythatIam

gettingridofsomeonethatbetrayedmebutithurts.

IwantherbackbutIdon’tknowifIcantrusther.

Whyiseverythingjustsocomplicated.

.

.

.

.

.



Luyanda

ThegirlsfinallycametoseewhatIdidwiththe

place.Itreallyamazinghowitturnedoutbe.

Lee:Enhleshouldn’tyoubegoingtothefuneral?

Enhle:soIcanbetreatedlikeamakoti?Nothank

you.PlusThembaneedstobewithhisfamilyso

theycanhealtogether.

Phiwa:Youhaveapoint.

Me:Y’allshouldallgotothefuneral.Iamsure

ThembaandBanziwillneedallthesupportthey

canget.Theywerereallyclosetotheirgrandmother.

Friendsaresupposedtobethereforeachother.



Lee:Chomi,nnaIhavepickedmyside.Iamnot

going!

Me:Leratoifyougrandmapassedwouldyouwant

usthere?

Thami:Friendyouknowthatthisisadifferent

situation.Whattheydidtoyouwasevilandallyou

weredoingwasbeingloyaltotheirgrandmother.I

amnotgoing!

Me:Pleasego.Iambeggingyou.

Enhle:Areyoucomingwith?

Me:Hellno!

Phiwa.HAWU!MissAdvocate!Youarebusytelling



ustogobutyouarestaying.Why?

Me:Thosepeopletreatedmelikeafleainfected

dogatthehospitalandyetallIwasdoingwas

keepingapromise.Theonlythingthattiesmeto

thatfamilyismyson.Idon’twanttobeanywhere

nearthem.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

It’s2amandVuyoitdrivingmecrazy.Heiscrying

andIdon’tevenknowwhy.Ihavedoneeverything,

fedhim,bathedhim,Ievenputonhiscartoonbut

nothingseemstowork.Ican’ttakehimtothemain

housebecausehewillwakeeveryoneup.



IdecidedtocallLuyandabecauseIknowshewill

haveasolution.

Her:Mhmmm(yawn)hello?

Me:HiLuyandait’sme.

Her:Banzi?

Ohhhersleepyvoiceismakingmehard.

Her:Hello?Istheresomeonewrongwithmyson.

Theworryonhervoicebringsmebacktoreality.

Me:Uhmhi,yeahVuyoiscryinglikecrazyandI

havedoneeverythingIcan.Iwaswonderingifyou

canhelpme?



Icanhearhermovingonthebed,sheisprobably

sittingup.

Her:Okay.Inhisbagthereisaboxofteething

powdersachets.Ruboneonheisgumsandhe

shouldbefineafterthat.Putmeonloudspeakerso

Icansingtohimthenyouwashyouhands.

Me:alright

Iputmyphonenexttohimafterpressingrecord

becausewillneedanaudioofhersingingwhenhe

doesthisagain.Idoeverythingshetoldtotodo.

Thislittleguyissleepinglikenothingever

happened.Istoptherecordingandputheroff

loudspeaker.

Me:Heissleepingnow.ListenLuyandaIamreally

sorr...



Her:CanIsleepnow?Ihavealongdayahead.

Me:Uhmyeah.Thanksforhelping.

Her:Heismysonyouknow?

Me:YeahIknow.Goodnightstha...

Shehanguponme.Thatreallyhurts,thisiswhat

wehavebecome.Weusedtostayupallnight

talkingandnowwecan’tevenhaveadecent

conversationifit’snotaboutVuyolwethu.

.

.

It’safewhoursbeforethefuneralandVuyoandI

aregoingtothemainhouseforbreakfast.WhenI

gettothekitchenIamsurprisedtoseeLuyanda’s



friendscook.

Me:Uhmgoodmorning.

Them:Hi

Me:whendidyougethere?

Phiwa:Latelastnight.

EnhlecomesandtakesVuyofromme.Theyareall

socoldtowardsmewhichisunderstandable.

Me:Thankyouforcoming.

Lee:Listenhereyoua...



Thami:Language!Thereisababyhere.

Lee:Wedidn’tcomeherebecausewewantedto...

Enhle:Lerato!

Lee:No,hemustknowthatweareonlyhere

becauseLuyandaforcedustocome!

Thami:TrustmeIwoulddoanythingtoslapthesh...

(Clearsthroat)toslapyourightbecauseoftheway

youandyourfamilytreatedoursister.Theonly

thingthatisstoppingmeistherespectIhavefor

yourgrandmother!

Phiwa:Isuggestyoutakewhateveryoucamehere

forandleave.WewilltakingcareofVuyo.

.



.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IdecidedtogotothemallandpampermyselfI

havebeendoingthatsinceBanzileftforthatwork

trip.ThenwebrokeupsoIhavebeenjuggling

schoolworkandtakingcareofVuyo.Ihaven’thad

anymetime.Iamgettingmyhairbraidednothing

fancyjustboxbraids.

AsIamabouttopaymyphonerings.

Me:Hello?

Him:Hi,amIspeakingtoLuyandaMahlangu?



Me:yessirhowcanIhelpyou?

Him:MsMahlangumynameisAdamHudson.Iam

thelateLisaMakhanya'slawyer.Areyoufreeto

meetnextweekFriday?Itthereadingofherwilland

Ineedyoutoattendit.

Me:YesIambutareyousureIshouldbethere?

Him:AreyouthemotherofVuyolwethuMakhanya?

Me:YesIam.

Him:ThenIwillseeyouFridayat14:30.Iwillsend

youthelocation.

...



Pleaselike,commentandshare

Pleasedon’tforgettolikeandfollowthepage
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Zwelibanzi

IjustleftmyofficetogotothereadingofLisa’swill.

AuntLihlehasbeenbraggingaboutallthemoney

hermotherleftforherandyetthewillhasn’teven

beenread.AuntLihleandmydadwereinseparable

whenIwasstillyoungbutwhenshegotmarried

shewentoverseaswithherchildrenandnowI



hardlyspeaktomycousin.

Aphiwe:Heybro!It’sbeenyears.

He:HiPhiwe,howareyou?

Sheissittingnexttomeintheboardroom.Ilovemy

cousinbutshecantalk.Wellmyfamilyisherebut

thereisanemptychairnexttothelawyer,maybe

wearewaitingforhisassistant.

ThedooropensandIcan’tstopmyselffrom

drooling.Sheisabsolutelygorgeous.Istillhavea

weaknessforherfreshbraids.Sherarelywore

heelswhenweweretogetherandnowsheis

walkinglikesheownsthebuilding.IthinkIfellin

lovealloveragain.

Mkhulu:WHATTHEHELLISSHEDOINGHERE?



Hudson:SirIsuggestyouloweryourtonebeforeI

haveyouescortedout.Everyonethatisinthisroom

wasmentioninthewill.MissMahlanguplease

comesitdown.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IamgettingreadytogotothemeetingwithLisa's

lawyer.IwishIcouldmeethimalonebuthesaid

thatitisn'tpossiblebecauseallparticipantsmust

bethereatthesametime.Iamwearingblack

jeggingswithawhitesleevelessshirtandwhite

blockheels.Iletmybraidsloose,tookmybagand

drovetothelawyersoffice.WhenIgetthereIam

feelingabitnervousbutIpullmyselftogether



becauseIdon'twanttoshowweakness.Iam

directedtotheBoardroomandwhenIwalkinIcan

seetheangerontheirfaces.

Mkhulu:WHATTHEHELLISSHEDOINGHERE?

Hudson:SirIsuggestyouloweryourtonebeforeI

haveyouescortedout.Everyonethatisinthisroom

wasmentioninthewill.MissMahlanguplease

comesitdown.

Iwalkandsitnexttohim.

Hudson:Right.Beforewegetstarted.Mrs

Makhanyawantedmetoreadyouthisletter.

Hetakesouttheletterandstartsreading.Sheis

apologizingforleavingandtellingthemhowmuch

shelovesthem.Iwasn'treallypayingattentionthen



Iheardmyname

"Luyanda,wordscan'texplainhowgratefulIam

thatyoustayedloyaltomypromise.Icanonly

imaginehowharditwaskeepingittoyourself.I

didn'twantmyfamilytoseemehurtingandbeing

sick.Iwantedthemtorememberthehappyversion

ofmyselfandyouhelpedme.Thankyoufortaking

careofmygrandsonandgivingmeagreat

grandson.PleasebestrongforhimIknowheis

bottlingupallhisemotionsandactingtoughforthe

family.Iwillalwaysprotectyouasmywayof

gratitudeforthatyoudidforme.

LoveLisa."

Hudsonhandsmeaboxoftissues.

Him:NowIcangettoseparatingherassets.Tomy

2childrenMandlaandLihleandmychildreninlawI



leave10millioneach,youarealloldenoughto

makeyourownmoney.Tomygrandbabies

Themba,Aphiwe,Ayanda,ZwelibanziandSibahle,I

leaveyou20millionbutyouwillreceiveitonly

whenyouhavegottenyourdegrees.Tomy

handsomegreatgrandbabyVuyolwethu,Ileave35

millionwithyourmotherLuyandaMahlanguasyour

custodian.ThenfinallytoLuyandaIleave15million,

Iameternallygratefulforwhatyoudidyourme.

Therestofmyassetwillgotomysisterwife,thank

youforwelcomingmeintoyourfamily.Iknowit

wasn'teasybutyoulovedmeregardless.Hubby

don'tbegreedyyoudon'tneedmymoney.

Iamamazed.Howricharethesepeople

Hudson:Thatwillbeall.IhavetoleaveIhave

anothermeetingtoattend.

HegetsupandIfollowbutasIamabouttowalk

outBanzi'sfatheraskedmetositdown.



MrM:LuyandaIwanttoapologizeforthewaymy

familytreatedyouwithoutknowingthereasons

behindyouractions.Thankyouforbeingloyalto

mymotherandkeepinghersicknesssecretevenif

itcostedyouyourrelationship.Pleasecanyou

forgiveusforourchildishbehavior.

Gogo:Wedoreallymissyouathome.

Me:WithallduerespectMrMakhanyaIhaveno

problemwithyoubutnonethelessIwant

absolutelynothingtodowithyourfamily.You

chasedmeoutofthathospitallikesomeflea

infecteddogwhenallIwasdoingwasbeingloyalto

apromiseImadetooneofyourown.Ifyoucould

dothattomenowit'sevidentthatthenexttime

somethinghappensyouwouldn'thesitatetokillme.

Ifitwasn'tformysonIwouldhavecutalltieswith

yourfamily.It'sevidentthatIamnotoneofyour

ownsoit’sbestwekeepitthatway.Iwouldnever



takenyourgrandsonawayfromyoubutthatisthe

onlythingthatconnectsus.Iwillstayinmylane

andIhopeyouwillstayinyours.

Istandupandgrabmybag.

Me:Nowifyouwillexcuseme,Ihaveasonthat

needsmeathome.

IWalkout.Theycan'tbeserious.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Ittookeverythinginsidemetotrynotrunafterher



butIcouldntholdmyself.IknewthatIwouldonly

angerhermoreifIdidbutIhatemyselfforwhatI

didtoher.Idon’tevenknowhowIcangether

forgivenessbecauseshedoesn'tevenwanttobein

thesameroomasmeoreventalktomeoverthe

phoneifithavenothingtodowithVuyo.Ijustwant

mywomanback.

Irunoutandsheisabouttogetintohercar.Igrab

her,turnheraroundandIattackherlipswithmine.

AtfirstitwasfilledwillhungerbutassoonasIput

emotionintoitsheresponded.Shefinallyputsher

armsaroundmyneck.Myhandstraveldowntoher

assandshemoansintomymouth.Icanfeel

myselfgettinghardandIknowshecouldfeelittoo

becauseshepulledoutofthekiss.

Me:IloveyouSthandwasamiandIknowwhatIdid

toyouwaschildishandstupidbutIreactedwithout

know.IregreteverythingIsaidSthandwasami.I

amreallysorry.IneedyoubackLuyandathis



distanceiskillingme.PleaseforgivemeNtobela.

Sheletsgoofmethatgetsintohercarandopens

thewindow.

Her:IstandwithwhatIsaidtoyourfather.Iwant

nothingtodowithyouoryourfamily.Stayinyour

laneMakhanya,don’tmakesmegetaprotection

orderagainstyoubecauseIwill.

Shedrivesofflettingmyheartbreakintoa

thousandmorepieces.

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare.Ohhdon’tforgetto

likeandfollowthepage.
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DineoMakhanya(MrsM)

It’sthe1stofJulyandwehaveabirthdaypartyto

plan.LuyandaandBanzidecidestohaveVuyo’s

birthdayonthesamedayasBanzi’sbecausethey

don’tknowwhenhisrealbirthday.Banzi’sbirthday

wasaweekbeforetheadoption.

Aaaanyways



IamonmywaytoBanzi’shousebecausewe

haven’tseenhimsincethereadingofmymotherin

law’swill.Youcouldjustseehowhurthewaswhen

Luyandadroveoff.Hewasholdingbackthetears.

Shekeptherwordandonlycontactedwhenit’s

aboutVuyo.Theladiesandtheorphanagesaythat

shecomessometimesbutshecallstomakesure

thatwearenotthere.It’shurtsthatshedoesn’t

whatanythingtodowithusbutIamgladthatshe

stillgoestotheorphanage,Iknowhowmuchthose

childrenlovehavingherthere.

IgettoBanzi’sandheisn’tansweringthegate

buzzersoIusethesparekeyhegaveme.Iget

insidethehouseandit’samesswhichisodd

becausehisalwaysbeenaneatfreak.Iseehim

sleepingonthecouchwithabottleofwhiskeyinhis

hand.Helookslikeacaveman.

Me:Zwe...Zwewakeup!



Him:Justleavemealone!

Me:ZwelibanziAndrewMakhanyawakeupright

now!

Heslowlygetup

Him:Aaaahhhhhh

HesaysasIopentheblindsandwindow.

Me:Goupstairsandtakeashowerthencomeback,

weneedtotalk.

HegoesupstairsandIcleanthehouseandorder

somefoodbecausehedoesn’thaveanyfood.After

anhourhecomesbackstilllookinghorriblebutat

leastheisclean.Igivehimhisfoodandheeatslike



hishasnteateninyears.

Him:Hmmmyou...yousaidyouwantedtotalk?

Me:Myboywhat’sgoingonwithyou?Wehaven’t

seenyouinweeks,EnhlebringsVuyotoourhouse

becausenoonehaveseenyouorheardfromyouin

awhile.What’shappenedtoyouZwelibanzi?

Him:SHELEFTME,THATSWHATHAPPENED.

Ijustlookathim,Iwillnotbespokentolikethat.

EspeciallynotbyaboyIcarriedforninemonths.

Him:IamsorryforraisingmytonebutIfeellikeI

amdyingmom.Ican'tfunctionwithouther.She

completesmeandnoshedoesn’tevenwantme

around.Ihavetrymombutsherefusestohearme

out.



IneverthoughtIwouldseemysonlikethis.Zwe

hasalwaysbeentheboythatchangesgirlslike

underwearandisneversadorremorsefulaboutit.

NowIamseeingacompletelydifferentsideofhim.

Ineedtodosomethingaboutthissituation.

.

.

IdecidedtocallLuyandausingaprivatenumber

becauseIknowshewon’tanswerherphoneifIuse

Icell.

Her:Hello?

Me:Luyandapleasedon’thangup!

Her:MrsMakhanyahowcanIhelpyou?



Me:LuyandaIknowwehurtyoubutIreallyneed

yourhelp.PleasecanyoutalktoZwe.Ihav..

Her:IamsorrybutIcan’t.

Me:IambeggingyoumychildZweisreallynot

okay.Ithinkhecouldbesuicidal.Iambeggingyou

Luyandapleasejusttalksomesenseintohim.If

youarenotdoingitformepleasedoitforVuyo,he

stillneedsafather.

Ihearherloudsigh.Iknowthatthereishope.

Her:IwillseewhatIcandobutIfyouaresetting

meupyouwillregretit.

IjustswallowhardbecauseIrealisehowmuchshe

haschange.Wereallyhurtherandnowherhigh



wallsareup.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

MrsMakhanyacalledmeandbeggedmetocheck

onBanzibecausehehasfallenintodepressionand

isafraidthathecouldbesuicidal.IknowIamangry

athimbutthatdoesn’tmeanIwanthimtodie.

Ifindhimsleepingonthecouch.Thismanhas5

bedroomsonthishousebutheissleepingonthe

couch.

IgotothekitchenandgetajugofwaterandI



splashitonhim.Ihaveneverseenhimgetsucha

fright.Icouldn’tcontrolmyself,Iburstintolaughter.

Hewasabouttoshoutbutherealiseditwasme.

Him:Sthandwasamiyouareback?

Me:Yesbutnotpermanentlyyourmothercalledme

andaskedifIcouldcheckonyou.

Icanseethehurtanddisappointmentonhisface.

Him:Youshouldn’thavecome.Iamfine.

Me:Zwelibanziyouarenotfine.YoulooklikeI

caveman,youaresleepingonthatcouchandIcan

tellthatyouarenoteating.Ijustwanttohel...

Him:ISAIDIAMFINEDAMN!WHYCANTYOU



JUSTLEAVEMETHEFUCKALONE.IT’SNOTLIKE

YOUHAVEN’TDONETHATBEFORE!

HeeethedevilisreallytestingmeIcansee.

Me:ListenhereZwelibanziIamhereoutofthe

goodnessofmyheart.Iamnotoneofyourfriends

oryouremployeesthatyoucanwalkallover.You

willaddressmewithrespectandapropertone.Do

youunderstandme?

Him:Yeah.Iamsorry.

Me:Comeletmegetyoufed.

WewalktothekitchenandluckyIbroughthimfood

becausethisplaceisempty.



Me:Banziyouneedtogetyourlifebackinorder.

Heputsdownhisfolkandwipeshismouth.

Him:Forwhatgoodreason?YouleftmeSthandwa

samiandIcan’tevenfunction.Ihavenoreasonto

liveanymore.

Me:Whendidyoubecomesoselfish.Youfiredall

theemployeesBanzi.Thosepeopleare

breadwinners.Doyouknowhowharditistofinda

just?Especiallywithouteducation?

Him:Igavethemlotsofmoney?

Me:AndVuyo?Didyouforgetthatyouhaveason

Zwelibanzi,hestillneedsafatherorareyoujust

goingtothrowmoneyathimtoo?



Him:Iwouldn’tdothat!

Me:Andyetthatisexactlywhatyouaredoing!

Whenwasthelasttimeyousawhim?

Hejustlooksaway.

Me:Mypointexactly!Youcan’tevenrememberthe

lasttimeyousawhim.Ifyouwanttobeabsentdoit

permanentlyZwelibanzi.

Him:LuyandaIju...

Me:YouneedtogrowupBanzi.Don'tallowyourself

tobepulledineverydirectionbyyourfamily.They

tellyouwhattodoandwhentodoit.Whentheytell

youtodosomethingandyoujump.



Icantellthatmywordscutdeepbutheneedsto

swallowthebitterpill.

Me:Iamsureyoudon’tevenknowwhyyouchased

meoutofthathospital.Lookatwhatfollowingthe

crowdhasdonetoyou,youhavenoone.

Hewasgoingtosaysomethingbutisinterrupted

myphonerings.It’sthenanny.

Me:Ihavetotakethis...Hey

Sheiscrying

Me:Wenziwhat’sgoingon?

Her:Ple...PleasecometoStMary’shos...hospital?



Me:Calmdown,what’sgoingon?

Her:It’sVuyo.Ihadtorushhim,pleasejustcome.

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Insert28

Zwelibanzi

LuyandaisabsolutelyrightandIfeellikesuchan



idiotfornotrealisinghowmuchofalapdogIhave

been.Ineedtogetmyshittogetherbeforethe

womanIlovewalksoutonmeforgood.

IamdrivingtothehospitalwithLuyandaandit’s

reallystressingherout.Shehasbeencryingsince

shegotthephonecallfromWenzithatVuyoisin

hospital.

Wefinallygettothehospital2hourslaterbecause

ofthetraffic.Whenwegettothewaitingroomand

wespotWenziisstandingwithourpaediatrician.

Me:Doctor,Wenziwhat’sgoingon?

Her:WellIwasgettingVuyo’smilkinthekitchen

andIlefthimwatchingcartoonsonhistablet.He

musthavedroppeditonthefloorandtriedtogetit

becausewhenIrantohimIfoundhimonthefloor.

IsawabigbruiseonisforearmsoIbroughthim



here.

Dr:HisbonebrokesoIhaveputacastonhim.

Lulu:Hemusthavehurthimselfonthecoffeetable.

Wecouldallsenseheranger.

Her:DoctorcanIseehimplease.

Dr:Yeahletmegetsomeonetobringthedischarge

formsandIwilltakeyoutohim.

IcantellthatWenzilooksterribleIwanttotalkto

herandsoifthereissomethingsheisn’ttellingus.

Me:WenzicanItalktoforasecond?



Lulu:Letmegoseehim.

ShewalksawayandIremainwithWenzi.Iturnto

herandsheiscrying.Ohhhkay?

Me:Wenziwhat’swrong?Whyareyoucrying?

Her:PleaseMrMakhanyapleasedon’tletherfire

me,Iambeggingyou.SirIreallyneedthisjob.It

wasamistak...

Me:Hey,Luyandawouldn’tfireyou.Sheisyour

numberonefan,pleasejustbemorecarefulnext

time.

Her:Ipromise

.



.

.

.

.

Luyanda

It'saround8pmandwearedrivingbacktoBanzi's

house.Iamsittingatthebackwithmylittlechamp

andI'mjustgladheisgoingtobefine.Wehavedo

stopatthegaragetogetsometakeoutbecauseI

wassuperhungry.

Whenwegettothehouse,BanzitakesVuyotothe

nursery.IknowVuyowillsleepuntilthemorning.I

wenttothekitchenandplaceoutfoodnot

forgettingtotakealltheonionsringsfrommy

burgerandputtheminhis,Iseriouslycannoteat

onions.Hecomesbackandfindsmeintheliving

roomcurleduponthecouchwatchingamovieand

eating.



Me:I'msorryIcouldn'twaitforyou,Iwaswaytoo

hungry.

Him:It'salright.Whatareyouwatching?

Me:youknowme,I’mwatchingaChristmasmovie

thatIrecordedandneverwatched.

Hecomesandsitsnexttomethenwesharea

blanket.Heusuallypullsmebetweenhisleggings

andcuddlesmefrombehindwhilewewatch

moviesbutnotthistime.Iwanthimandtrulymiss

himbutthereissomethingholdingmeback.

Him:Luyandawebothalreadyknowhowthismovie

isgoingtoend,theyfallinloveandgetthehappily

everafter.Ohandsnowofcourse.



Ihithisshoulderplayful

Me:WhyareyousuchaspoilsportZwelibanzi?

Him:Iamsorrybutyouknowit'strue.Another

question,whydoesmyburgerhavesomanyonion

ringsandIhavesuchlittlefries?

Me:ShhhMakhanyaIamwatchingamovie!

Helaughteratme,Ididn'tthinkthathewould

actuallynoticethatIatesomeofhisfriesbuthe

shouldknowmebynow.Ialwaystellhimthat

stolenfoodisalwaysthenicest.

.

.

Islowlyopenmyeyesandlookatmysurroundings

thenIrealizeIaminBanzi'sroom.Iaminmysafe

heaven,hisarms.Ithinkofhowmuchfunwehad



lastnight,itwaslikewehavebeentogethersince

wewerekids.ConversationwasjustflowingandI

don’tevenrememberwhenIfellasleep.Ireachout

tocheckthetimeonmyphoneandit's4:47.Iam

wearingoneofhist-shirtsandmypanty,howdidn't

Ifeelhimunclotheme.Musthavewokenhimup

becauseIcanfeelhimmovehisarmsawayfrom

me.Iturnandfacehim.

Him:I'msorryIjustcouldn'tresist.Ishouldhave

sleptintheguestroo...

HetriedtomoveawayfrommebutIstophim.

Me:I'mgladyoudidn't

Ihatethisdistancebetweenus,Ireallymissmy

manandIdon'twanttolosehimoverwhat

happened.Iknowhewontmakethefirstmove

becauseheisrespectingthespaceIdemanded



fromhimsoImakeit.IkisshimandIcouldtellthat

hewascaughtoffguardbecauseatfirsthedoesn't

respondbutwhenhedoes,heblowsmymind.His

handsarecaressingmybodyandIjuststartgetting

wet.Ideepenthekisstryingtotakecontrolbuthis

handreachesmybreastandmakesmeweak.He

takesoffhistrunksandgetsontopofme.After

removingmytophestartskissingmyneck,Ican

feelhimrubbinghissoliderinmyclit.Whyishe

teasingme!

Me:Ba...Banzi...Banziplease

Him:Pleasewhatbaby?

Hekeepsaslowpaceonmyclitandstartskissing

mybreasts.

Me:You...You'rekillingmebaby..Please



Hechuckles

Him:JusttellmewhatyouwantSthandwaSami

andIwilldoit.

Hewantsmetobegforit.Hewantsmetotalkdirty.

Me:FuckmeMnguni...

Him:Doyouwantitgentleorhard?

Me:Iwantithardbaby,realhard.

Him:YourwishismycommandsMa'am.

...



They'rebackbaby!!!

pleaselike,commentandshare
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Icanfinallybreatheagain.Mywomanandsonhave

movedbackinmyhouseafterlotsofbeggingand

rosebuying.Isleepwithasmileonmyface

becausemybabyisinmyarms.

It'sThursdayandit'salsoVuyoandI'sbirthday.My

boyisayearoldandIam28.Wecan’tdoanything

specialbecauseIhavetogotoworkandshehasto



gotoschool.

Todayisn’tgoingwellatall,everyonehassang

happybirthday,sentmelongasmessagesand

gifts,Ievengotcallsfromoverseasbutnothing

fromthewomanIlove.It’sdisappointingreallybut

heylifegoeson.

MyassistantDannywalksinwithmydiary.He

hatesitwhenwecallhimDaniel,apparentlyit’stoo

masculinefora“Queen”likehim.

Him:Banziyour2pmishere!

Me:(chuckle)WhymustyoushoutatmeDaniel?

Him:Zwelibanzidon’tmaketoembarrassyouin

frontofyourclient!



Me:You’reabully,bringthemin.

IlookatthediaryandseethatIhaveanother

meetingafterthisone.Icanhearthedoorlockand

herheelsclickonthetiles.Myeyesgostraightto

hershoes.Blackstilettoswithblackspikes.Then

hercoatdropstothefloor.Iswallowhardasmy

eyeseeherthighsthenherredlingerie.Fuck!

Me:Ba...Babywhatareyoudo...doinghere?

Her:Youdidn’tseriouslythinkthatIforgotyour

birthday,didyou?

Shewalksaroundmydeskandturnsmychairto

faceher.Herhandslandonmythighsandand

slowlymakethewaytomyalreadyharddick.

Me:Lu...(clearsthroat)Luyan...



Her:SsshhhhIamincontrolandIwanttheselips

shut.

Shesaysunbuttoningmyshirt.Thiswomanis

drivingmeinsane.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Banzihadbeensulkingallmorningbecausehewas

convincedIforgothisbirthday,howcouldI.Iam

thepresidentofbirthdaycelebrationandgiftgiving.

Iloveseeingpeople’sreactionwhenIsurprisethem.



AssoonatheleftforworkIdroppedVuyooffat

BabaandMamThandohouse.Mamawasmore

thanhappytohavehimbecauseshewashome

alone.Ithenwenttothesalontodomyhairand

nails.Ididasilkpresssomyhairlookslikea16

inchweave.Ishopformylingerieandcoatthen

headtohimoffice.

LuckyIaskedDannytobookmyinbeforehis

importantmeetingsohecan’tfollowmehome.Evil,

Iknow.

.

.

Istartunbuttoninghisshirtwhilekeepingeye

contact.

Him:Lu...(clearsthroat)Luyan...



Me:SsshhhhIamincontrolandIwanttheselips

shut.

Islowlytakeitoffthenunbucklehisbelt.Ikneelin

frontofhimthenlowerhispantsandbriefsdownto

hiskneesandgentletakehisdick.

Him:Sthan...

Me:DIDN’TIJUSTTELLYOUTOSHUTUP?

HebiteshisLowerlipandlooksaway.

Istartmovingmylefthandtohisballs

whilemyrightonemassageshishardsolider.

Him:Luya..



Istopandgivehimadeathstare.Hisbitingonhis

indexfingerandclinchedontothearmrestofchair

withtheotherhand.

Igetcloserandspitonit,Ineeditwet.Iputitinmy

mouthandslowlystartsuckingnotforgettingto

massagehisballswhileIamatit.

AtfirstIwasnervousashellbecauseIhavenever

givenanyoneablowjobbefore.Hearinghimgroan

meansthatIamdoingsomethingright.

Him:Fuckbaby..you’rekillingme!

Hegrabsontomyhairandpullsmecloser.Istart

movingfastergettinghimclosertomythroat.

Him:Aaahhhfuck...BabyIamgoingtocum!



ImoveevenfasterAndhecumsdeepinmythroat

andlikethebossIam,Iswallow.

Igetupandhiseyesarestillclosedtryingto

recoverfromwhatIjustdid.Igetupandkisshis

cheek.Istartleavingatrailofwetkissedtohisear

thenlickitandwhisper...

Me:GetdressedIamsureMrLukheleisontheway

hereforyour3pmmeeting...

Iwalktothedoorwhilefixingmyselfandgetting

dressed.

Me:IwillseeyouathomeMrMakhanyaandI

suggestyoudon’tbelate.Ihatewaiting...

Tobecontinued

...



Pleaselike,commentanddon’tforgettofollowthe

page
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Luyanda

Iwalkoutofofficefeelinggood.

Danny:YesQueen!



Dannyisreallysomethingelse.

Him:IheardyougivinghimLIFEHONEY!Youare

luckythatthisistheonlyofficeonthisfloor

becausethemanwasgroooooaningfordearlife

shem.

Iburstintolaughter.IloveDanny,heissuchan

incrediblepersonandaprofessionalhypeman.

Me:Babythatwasjustasneakpeek...

Iwinkathimandhelaught

Him:Iamtakingoutmynotebook

Me:Thatwasallthankstotutorialsontheinternet

boo.Iwillsendyouallthelinks.Ireallyhavetolove



andleaveyou.Ihavealottodo.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Ifmindblownwasapersonitwouldbeme.Iwas

neverreadyforwhatLuyandajustdidtome.Iknew

thatshehadalittlefreakinherbutIwasn’t

expectingthat.Icouldn’tevenconcentrateonmy

meetingwithMrLukhelebecauseIwasthinking

aboutLulu.

It’s16:50andIamonthewayhomelisteningtomy

deephouseplaying.Mymusicisdisturbedby

Themba’scall,IignoreditbutDadcallsrightafter.I

answerbecauseitcouldmeanemergency.



Me:Mnguni?

Dad:Gettothehousequickly,yourmotherisn’twell!

Me:What’sgoingon?

Dad:HURRYBANZI!

Thenhehungup.LuckilyIamabletoofframpand

drivetotheirhouse.Mindyoutheirhouseisonthe

othersideoftown.OhLuyandaisgoingtobemad

butit’sanemergencyshewillunderstand.

AfterbreakingallthespeedlimitsIgettotheir

houseandThemba’scarisalreadythere.Irun

insideandmyheartskipsabeat.



Them:SURPRISE!

IwanttobeangrybutIcan’t.Mywholefamilyis

here.

Me:Really!WowIthoughtmymotherwassick.I

almosthadaheartattack.

Sibahle:Weallknewthatyouwouldgethereifwe

saidthat!

Theyalljustlaugh,agreeingwithher.

Ayanda:Weloveyouthough

Gogo:Nowcomedinerisgettingcold.

.

.



Weareallenjoyingthefoodandtheyaresharing

memoriesofmychildhood,obviouslyhighlightthe

naughtythingsIdid.Asmomserveddessert

Aphiwetapsmyshoulder

Aphiwe:HeywhereisLuyanda,Ithoughyouwere

goingtocomewithher?

Ohhshit,Iamadeadman.

Me:Uhmmsheisathome,excusemeletmecheck

onher.

Igetupandgotoanotherroom.Itakeoutmy

phoneandcallherbutherphoneisoff.Fatherbe

withme.Iknowsheisreallyangry.

Me:AhFamilyIneedtogohomeVuyoandLuyanda

arewaitingformeathome.



Mkhulu:Theoldesttrickinthebookboybutwe

understand.Youcango.

Me:thankyouforthegreatevening.

Irunout

AndGogoshouts“Don’tforgetyouruseprotection!”

.

.

Igettoourhouseandallthelightsareoff.Iswitch

themonandruntothebedroom.IfindLuyanda

sleepingonthebedcoveredwithrosepetals.Sheis

wearingredheels,blacklingerieandfinishedthe

lookwithredlipstick.

FUCK!



Iwakeherupgentlyandshesitsup.

Her:Mhmmlookwhofinallydecidedtojoinus

Me:SthandwasamiI...

Her:Iactuallydon’twanttohearwhatyouhaveto

say.Youdinnerisinthediningroom.

Shegetsup,walkstothebathroomandlocksthe

door.Iknowsheisangryatme.Igotothedining

roomandfindacandlelightdinnerwithallmy

favourites.Ireallymessedthisoneup.Iblowout

thecandlesandcleanup.

WhenIamdoneIgettotheroomandchangeinto

mysleepwear.Igetintothebedandsheisina

onesie.It’sreallygameover!



...

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Zwelibanzi

SoIwokeupalonethismorning,wellnot

completelyalone.Luyandaleftannotesayingshe

hadtorushtotheorphanage,Iknewthatthatwas

justtocoverthefactthatsheisavoidingme.



Me:Itrysendingherflowersandchocolate

becauseIthinkthoseareherweaknessesbutshe

stillwon’ttakemycall.Idon’tknowanymore.

MaybeIshouldgototheorphanageandtrytalking

toher.

Karabo:No!IfthereisonethingIknowit’sthat

angrywomanhatebeingpestered.Justbackoff.

Me:Heregoesanotherdryseason!

Theguysjuststartlaughingatme.

Thendo:Manithasn’tevenbeen24hoursandyou

aregettingsoworkedup

Viwe:MaraThembawhydidn’ty’allinviteLuyanda?



Themba:HeyIdidn’tknowshewasn’tinvited,Ijust

receivedtheinvitationlikeeveryoneelse

Karabo:Sowhat’stheplannow,howareyougoing

tofixthing..

JustthenDannywalksinwithanenvelopeinhis

hands

Him:DELIVERY

Me:GuysIwilltalktoyoulaterDannyjustwalked

in...

Danny:HIBOOOOOYS

They:Yeah/Sho/Hi/YesDaniel!



Danny:Thendostopcallingmethat!

Thendo:Aslongit’swrittenonyourbirthcertificate

IwillalwayscallyouDANIEL

Wealllaugh

Danny:Yeahwhatever.Gottogo,Bye!

Hedropsthecallandgivesmetheenvelope

Me:What’sthis?

Him:Youdoknowthatitisillegaltoreadmailthat

doesn’tbelongtoyou?



Me:Likethatlawhaseverstoppedyoubefore..

Him:YeahwellIhavechanged.Iammaturebutif

thatisachequewearesplittingit50/50

HetakesahandfullofsweetsfromthejarthatLulu

leftonmydeskandleft.

Iopentheenvelopeandreadthenote

“Putthesecoordinatesinyournavigator.I’llbe

waiting...

Yourcook”

.

.

Iamfreakingoutabitbecausethelocationthat

Luyandaissendingmeisinthewoods.Whatiflast



nightwasthelaststrawandIamdrivingmyselfto

mydeath.Let’snotforgetthatsheisBaba’s

daughterafterall.Andthefactthatit’scoldmakes

itseemlikethatsetofahorrormovie.

Ifinallygettoagateanditautomaticallyopensfor

meandcloseafterIdrivein.Thisplaceisbeautiful.

It’sawoodencabinthatisrightnexttoalake.This

placeisjustadream,Iwoulddefinitelylivehereand

thebonusisthatit’sonabigplot.

AsIamlookingattheoutsideofthecabin,Luyanda

comesoutofthefrontdoorwearingathickwhite

robeandmatchingslippers.Isitbackandjust

admiremywoman,sheisjustgorgeous.Shecalls

meandopensherarms,IwashesitantatfirstbutI

couldn’tresisther.

Me:Sthandwasamiwhat’sgoingon?



Isayaswesitonthecouchfacingeachother.She

talksmyhandsinhers.Oookay.

Her:OkayIhaveaconfession.

Shetakesaadeepbreathwithhereyesclosed.

Me:Luyanda...

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Mypalmsaresweating,Iamafraidofhowhewill

reactandwhathewillsay.Banzihasnofilter

whatsoeverandhereactswithoutthinking



especiallywhenheisangry.

Iclosemyeyesandtakeadeepbreath.

Him:Luyanda...

Hestartledme

Me:I...Ikindaplannedlastnight’ssurprisedinner

withyourfamily.

Him:YOUWHAT?

Heletsgoofmyhandandmovesbackonthe

couch.

Me:Babyletmeexpla...



Him:DoyouknowhowworriedIwasjustbecause

youweremad.Iwaspanickingthatyouweregoing

tomoveoutandyousetmeup!Really?

OkaynowIamregrettingthiswhilething.

Me:PleaseletmeexplainMnguni

Him:Fine,fineexplain

Iknewusinghimpraisenamewouldsoftenhis

heart

Me:Okay.Iknewhowmuchbirthdaysmeantoyour

familyespeciallynowthatLisaisgone.Even

thoughIwantedyoualltomyselfyesterdayIdidn’t

wanttobeselfish.SoIsharedyou...



Him:Sowhythewholesetupathome?Whydidyou

makemefeelsoguiltyifyousetitallup?

Me:BabyifItalkedtoyouyesterdayIwouldhave

spiltthebeansabouttoday’ssurprise.YouknowI

can’tkeepthingsfromyouanymore.

Him:MxmIdon’twantyoursurprisesanymore.I

wanttogohome.

Ilaughbecausehewassulking.Igetupandwalkto

thestepsdroppingmyrobeandrevealingmy

maroonlacelingerie.Imadesuretoshakemyass

asIwalk.Thenunexpectedlyhescoopsmeup

bridalstyleandweheadupstairs.Iamlaughing

kickingmyfeet.

Me:Pu...putmedown!(Laughs)Yo...yousaidyou

don’twa...wantmysurprise!



Him:amancanchangehismindSthandwasami.

Idon’tevenknowwhenhisshirtcameoff.Hegently

putsmedownonthebedandgetsinbetweenmy

legs

Me:WellIdon’twanttogiveyouthesurprise

anymore.

Hishandtravelsinsidemypantsandrubsinmy

wetnessthenhetakesitoutandlickit.

Him:Mmmmbabyyourbodyistellingme

somethingelse.

Hestartstokissmewhiletakingoffourclothes.

WhenheisdoneIdeepenthekissandholdontohis

neck.Hishandsslowlymovearoundmybody



makingmecravehimmore.Imoaninhismouthas

hisrighthandmovesfrommywaistbackdownyou

mypeachandIamdrippingwetyetheistakinghis

sweettime.Iholdsmybreathasheaggressively

pushestwofingersintome.

Him:breathebaby.

Ijustrestmyheadonhisshoulder.Thismanhas

masteredmybodybecauseheisdoingeverything

right.Hestartofmovingtheminandoutslowly

makingmemoanandIbitehisneckandIknowthat

drivehimcrazy.HeincreaseshispaceandIstart

grindingonhishand.THISMAN...mylegsstart

tremblingandIcan’tholditanymore.Icum

screamingandbreathingheavily.

Him:I’mjustgettingstarted...

...
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Zwelibanzi

IwokethismorningandLuyandaisn'tinbedwith

me.Idon'tknowhowsheisabletogetupsoearly

whenwebarelyslept.Igetupandgotothe

bathroom.AfterIdomythingIwashmyhands,

faceandbrushmyteeth.WhenIamdoneIhead

downstairsandIfindLuyandaintheformalshirtI

waswearingyesterday.Itlookslikeashortdress

onherandofcourseshehadtorollupthesleeves.

Isilentlywatchhertryingtoreachtheplatesonthe



topshelvesbutisfailing.Iwalkbehindherandtake

themdownforher.Insteadofthankingmeshe

screams.

"WHYDON'TYOUHAVEANYCLOTHESON"

IlaughbecauseLuyandaseesmenakedallthe

timebutshestillgetsurprise.Imoveherhands

fromeyesandtrytokissherbutshemoveaway.

Me:Baby?

Her:Ah.ahIamnotkissinganakedman.Youforget

thatIknowyouZwelibanzi,Iamstillsorefrom

earlierthismorning.LetmykittyrestMakhanya.

Me:Butyouweren'tcomplainingwhenyouwere

screaming"Aahhhyes...Ohhhfuck..Fasterbaby

faster!"



Hercheeksgoespinkthenshegrabsadishcloth

andstartshittingmeandIjustcan’tstoplaughing

ather

Her:GETOUT!GETOUTOFMYKITCHENYOU

IDIOT.

Iruntotheloungeandstartreplyingtotheemails

onmyphone.LuluwalksinwithatrayoffoodsoI

gotoherandhelpherwithit.AssoonasIsitdown

shecoversmysoldierwithadishcloth.

Her:BeforewediginIwanttogiveyouthis.

ShegetsabrownA4envelopefromunderthe

couch.

Her:HappybirthdaySthandwaSami...



Itakeoutthepapersandgetahugeshock.Ilookat

herandsheisnoddedwiththisbiggrinonherface.

Her:Surprise?

Me:No?

Her:Yes.It'sallyours.

It'sadeedofsaleforthiscabin.It'sinmyname.

Me:Whendidyoudothis?Howdidn'tIknowabout

this?

Her:wellittookmonthsofsearchingbecauseI

knowhowpickyyoucanbebutwhenIfoundthis

oneIfellinlovewithitandthefactthatisona2



acreplotsmeantthatVuyowillhaveenoughspace

torunfree.Youcanalwayssellitandge...

IShutherupwillakissputtingheronmylap.

Me:It'sperfectSthandwasami.Thankyousomuch

IsayasIkissher.IamrockhardandIthoughtthat

shewouldbreakthekissbutinsteadshestartsto

grindonme.Igetinsideherandshetakesfull

control,allIdoisputmyhandsonherass.Sheis

bouncinglikesomeretardsheisslowlywhiningher

hipsasifsheiswritingsomethingwithmysoldier.

Shehasmegoaningandmakingmebreathheavily.

Wereachourclimaxtogethersherestsherheadon

mychest.

He:IloveyouLuyanda



IsayasIkissherforehead.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

WegothomeafterabeautifulnightandIthinkIcan

patmyback.ThesurprisewentwelleventhoughI

gotannoyedwhenBanziofferedtorefundthe

moneyIspentonbuyinghimthecabin.

AnywaysAllofourfriendsandfamilyarehereto

celebrateoursonsfirstbirthday.Ihavehardlyseen

himbecauseheisrunningaroundwithcousins

havingfun.IaminthekitchenwithmygirlscauseI

amhonestlynotascomfortablebeingaround

Banzi’sfamilyasIwasinthispast.Icantalkto



themyesbutIkeepmydistantforthesakeof

peaceandmysanityreally.

Lee:Ihonestlythoughtyouwouldhaveallthose

expensiveslidesandrollercoastersherebecause

yougetreallysupperexcitedoverplanning

birthdays!

Me:Heeforachildthatwillneverrememberallthat,

never!That’sawastingofcash.

Banzi:Yes!Tellthembaby,wearecheaplikethat!

Thami:Idon’tagree,mybabyisgoingtohavetoit

allllforeachandeverybirthday.Fireworks,dragons

airballoons,Iwantthewholenineyards

Thendo:TheregoesallmymoneyOhXikwembu

(God)



Banzi:Yeahjustwaituntilyouhavekidsandyou

seethepriceofdiapersandwetwipes.Alsohow

muchofthatstufftheyuseinjustaweek.Trustme

hun,thatthoughtwillchangeyourmind.

Wealllaughathim.Theladiesareservingdessert

andtheguysjustcametogetdrinksandoverheard

ourconversation.AswecontinuetalkingBanzi

pullsmeasidesowecantalkprivately.Wegotohis

officeandhelocksthedoorbehindhim.

Me:Uhmistheresomethingwrong?

Him:Iwantedtoapologisefortheconversationwe

hadonthewayhere.Ididn’tmeantooffendyou.

Me:ItwasjustbelittlingBanzi.Youneverletmeuse

mymoneyinthehouseandwhenIfinallydoyou

alwayswanttopaymebacklikeIcan’tafford



things.

Him:NoSthandwasamithatwasmyintentionatall.

LuyandaIamyouman,Iworktoprovideforyou

andVuyowithallyourneedsanddesires.Ijust

wantyoutouseyourmoneyonspoilingyourself

andmakingyouhappy.

Me:AnditmakesmehappytospoilingtheonesI

love.IamsorryifyouthoughtIwastryingtotake

yourspotasthemanofthehouse.

Him:I’msorryforupsettingyouSthandwasami.

Wesharealongpassionatekissandjustasthe

kisswasabouttodeepentherewasaknockonthe

door.

Banzi:Yeeeeeeeeeesssssss



Hishandswheretillonmyhipswantingtocontinue

thiskiss.

Phiwa:Don’tannoymeZwelibanzi.Lulubabythere

areissomeonelookingforyoudownstairs.Come.

IpeckBanzicauseIcantellhedoesn’twantmeto

go.

Me:I’msorry

Hejustpoutsandlet’sgoofme.

Whenwegettothelivingroomthereamanand

standingtherewithhishatinhishand.

Man:Luyanda?



Me:UhmyesBhuti,IamLuyanda

Man:HisisiIwaswonderingifyoucanhelpme.I

amlookingformyfather.Ihavebeentryingtoget

aholdofhimbuthisP.Asaysheisalwaysbusy.

Please,pleasecanyouhelpme.

Me:AaaIcanhelpwhereIcanbutIdon’tknowwho

youare.

Hechucklesandextendshishandforahandshake

Man:Myapologises.MynameisLuyoloZwane,My

fatherisVuyolwethuMahlangu.

...



Hopeyouenjoyed,pleaselike,commentandshare
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Luyanda

Man:Myapologises.MynameisLuyoloZwane,My

fatherisVuyolwethuMahlangu.

AssoonashesaysthatIpausedandtookagood

lookathim,theresemblancesisundeniable.He

looksjustlikeBabadidinhisoldphotosmymother

kept.HeevencutshisishairlikeBaba.Tearroll

downmycheeks,ican’tsaywhattearstheseare

becauseeverythingisoverwhelming.Idon’tknow

howtoreacttothis.ShouldIbeangry,feelreplaced

orshouldIbeexited.Ihavesomuchquestions



goingoninmyhead.

Banzi:Baby?

Hesnappedmeoutofdeepthough.Iquicklywipe

mytearsandcollectmyself.Ihavealwaysbeenthe

emotionaltype.

Me:Uhmmyeah...Hi,canwetalksomewhere

private.Wearehostingachild’sbirthdayparty.

Him:Sure,youleadthesay.

HeevensoundsabitlikeBabawithhisdeep

intimidatingvoice.

Me:BabycanyoupleaseaskBabatomeetmein

youroffice?Tellhimitseriousorhewouldn’twant



toleaveMamaalone.

Him:ohhyeah,noproblem.

IturntoLuyoloandaskhimtofollowme.Wesit

nexttoeachotherinawkwardsilenceuntilthedoor

opensandBabacomesin.Banzididn’tcome,I

guessheisgivingussomealonetimeeventhough

Iwanthimhere.

WestoodupoutofrespectforBaba,Ineverdothat

butLuyoloisveryintimatingsoIfelttheneedto

followhim.

Baba:Sanbonani

Hesaysashesitsinfrontofus.



Us:YeboBaba

WeallsitdownandBabalooksatme.

Baba:Youcalledme,Iamhere.What’sgoingon?

Me:Uhmwe’llBabathemansittingnexttome

cametomeaskingformyhelp.Let’sgivehiman

earplease.

Baba:Yesboywearelistening.

Him:(Clearsthroat)MynameisLuyoloZwane,Iam

28years.Icameherelookingforhelp,Iamlooking

formyfather.Mymotherleftusforthenextfree

bottleofalcohol,shehasbeenthiswaysinceIwas

young.Afewmonthsago,inoneofherdrunk

outburstsIaskedwhomyfatherisandwhereI

couldfindhim.shetoldmethenameandplace.I



havebeentrytogetaholdofhimbuthisP.Asays

heisalwaysbusy.TherewasatimeLuyandawas

athisworkplaceandaskedtoseehimandthere

sendherthough.ThatdayIhadnootheroptions

buttofollowherhere.

Baba:Youstalkedmydaughter?Howcanweeven

trustyou?

Him:IknowwantIdidwasterribleandillegalbutI

wasdesperateandIamsorry.

Baba:BoyjusttelluswhoyourfatherisbecauseI

amgettingannoyed.

Him:MyfatherisVuyolwethuMahlangu.

ThatlookonBaba’sfaceisproofthatdoesn’tknow

what’sgoingon,heisjustatconfusedasIam.I



canalrightseehintsofangerinhisface,heisjust

asconfusedIam.

Luyoloalsowentontotelluswhohismotherisand

whereheisfrom.It’sthesamevillagemyfatheris

from.

Baba:Whydidn’tKhuliletellmeaboutyou?Why

didn'tsheletmeraiseyou?

Him:Shetoldmethatyoutwoweren’tina

relationshipbackthenanditwasn’toutoflovesoI

wasbetteroffwithoutafather.Apparentlyyouwere

oneofthefewthatgooutofthevillageandactually

didsomethinggoodinlifeandIwasjustagoingto

beahindrance.

HethrowssomethingagainstthewallsofastthatI

couldn’teverseewhatiswas.Hewasfuriousbut

luckyLuyolowastheretoholdhimbackandcalm



himdownbeforehecouldhurthimself.

Babalooksatmeandheissearchingfor

disappointmentinmyeyesbuttherewashonestly

none.Iunderstandhisreaction,familycomesfirst

tohimandthefactthatoneofhischildrensuffered

becauseofhisabsentsiskillinghim.

Luyolo:UhmmIamgoingtohavetogonow,Iwill

leavemynumbersoyoucancallmeifyouwantto

doapaternitytest.

Me:Waitwhyareyouleavingtosoon,Ithoughtyou

cametomeetus?

Luyolo:IcametomeetyouandIdid.

Baba:Weunderstandthatbutwhere’stherush?



Luyolo:IhaveababyIhavetogettoandhomeis

reallyfar.Ineedtogettothebusrankbeforeit’s

dark.

Wewalkdownstairsandeveryonehasgone,well

exceptMamasheishavingcoffeewithVuyo.Baba

goesandwrapshisarmsaroundMamakissingher

cheek,theycaresocute.

Baba:UhhMaThwalathisismysonLuyolo

ShelooksatBabatoseeifheisserious.

Luyolo:Wellwehaven’ttakenapaternitytestye...

Mama:forwhat?Youareanexactcopyofyou

father.Thereisnoneedtowasteanymoney.



IcanseethereliefonBaba’sface,Iamsurehe

thoughtshewouldbeangrybutMamaiswaytoo

muchofapeacekeepers.

Mama:Comehere.

Shesaysholdingherarmsouttowardshim.Icould

tellthatLuyolowashesitantbutnoonecanresista

hugfromher.Shemakesyoufeelsoloved.

Baba:Heyyoubetternotstealmywomanfromme!

Banzi:WowthisisfirsttimeIseeBabajealous.

Wealllaugh.Heisveryterritorialwhenitcomesto

Mama.

Banzi:HiI’mZwelibanzi,yoursister’sfiancéand



thisisoursonVuyo.

Luyololooksatme,Icanseehewaskindaangry

Him:Luyandahowoldareyou?

Mama:Ohno,Banziyoubetterwatchingout.Ican

seeheisjustlikehisfather.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Talkaboutaneventfulday.FromLulubuyingmea

cabintofindingoutthatBabahasason.Idon’t

knowifBabahavingasonisgoingtoworktomy



advantageorifheisjustlikehisfather.Fromthe

littlethatIknowheisprettycool.Icantellthatheis

alreadyoverprotectivebutthat’snaturalandI

wouldexpectnothinglessofhim.Babaisdriving

himhome,Mamasuggestitbecausetheyhavealot

ofcatchinguptodo.

LuyandaandIareinbedafterasteamysectionin

theshower.Youcan’tblameme,thiswomanismy

drug.

Me:Sthandwasamihowdoyoufeelabouthavinga

brother?

Her:IalwaysthoughtthatIwouldhatehavinga

brotherbutfromthelittleIhaveseenIactuallylike

him.IknowthatIwouldn’tbeDaddyonlyprideand

joybutthatdoesn’tmeanIhavelosthim.Heis

goingtobelikeBaba,Icanjustfeelit.



Me:Yeahthatmeansmoretroubleforme!

Myphoneringsandit’sacallfromBaba.

Me:Ntobela

Baba:EishMakhanyaIneedafavour.

Me:Yeahsure,whatcanIdoforyou?

Baba:IneedyoutoofferLuyoloajobasaquantity

surveyor.Theboydesperatelyneedsajobto

supporthisdaughterbutherefusestoletmehelp

him.

Me:Iwillhandleitdon’tworry

...
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Zwelibanzi

Twoyearshavegonebysincethedaywemet

Luyolohestillamazesme.Itturnsoutthathis

daughterisnotbiologicallyhisbutisactuallyhis

littlesister.Luyolodescribeshismotherasaserial

drunkardwhowouldhaveneverbeenabletoraise

thebabyinagoodway.Twodaysaftershegave

birthtoEmihleathomesheleftwithherdrinking

buddy’sanddidn’tcomecomeback.Luyoloraises

Emihlewithmoneyhegotfrommakingfurniture.



Hecouldn’tfindajobwiththedegreehegotso

furnituremakingbecamehishustle.

Givinghimajobmeantthathehadtomovetothe

cityandsurprisinglyheagreedforustogivehima

placetosay.HemovedintoLuyanda’sapartment

afterLulumadeitmoremasculineandthenursery

feminine.Luyoloonlyworkedforusforayear

beforefindinganinvestorandopeninghisown

business.Thatmanisahardworkerandverygood

athisjobsowhenheleftMnguni'sHousewefelt

thenegativeeffect.Nowwehaveacontractwith

hiscompanyandhisbusinessisreallybooming.

OfcourseLuyolobecameoneofthegangandyes

heisstillsingle.Forthelongesttimewethoughthe

wasgaybecausehenevershowsanyinterestsin

thewomanthatthrowthemselvesalloverhim.

Thenonenighttheguyswereoutandtheygot

drunk.Luyolotoldusaboutagirlthatbrokehis

heartandcompletelyputhimofftherelationship



radar.Apparentlyshefellpregnantwhentheythere

inuniversityandallthemoneyhegotfromhis

bursarywenttoher.Onlytofindoutthatthechild

wasn’thisandshehadablesser.Hehashisfuck

buddiesbuthasn’tbeeninarelationshipfromthe

timehewas20.

VuyoandHle(Emihle)havebecomesoinseparably

andaretoosmartforthereowngood.Theyhave

startedpreschoolandarelovingbeingwithother

kids.AfterschoolWenzitakescareofthem

togetheratourhouseLuyolopicksEmihleupafter

work.

PhiwaandKaraboaremarriedandhavetwinsgirls

LesediandNaledi.WeallthinkPhiwawasthe

sweetonebutherpregnancymoodsalmostkilled

usall.ThendoandThamiareengagedandsoare

ThembaandEnhle.LeeandViwearecrazyinlove

eventhoughtheybreakupeverytwoweeks.



LuyandaandIhaveneverbeengreater,weare

reallygrowing.Wearetraditionallymarriedas

plannedandherrelationshipwithmyfamilyis

muchbetter.TheMahlangu’smadeuspayforthe

waywetreatedtheirdaughterforkeepingLisa’s

promiseduringthelobolanegotiations.They

wantedusbankruptItellyou.OfcourseLuyanda

doesn’tknowhowmuchitwas,Idon’twantBabato

shootmeagainfortellingher.

Luyandahasfinishedschoolandisaqualifiedchef

butherloveforchildrenhastakedover.Shespend

herdaysattheorphanageandisactuallystudying

togetabachelor'sdegreeinchildpsychology.The

womanisintelligentman.

.

.

Iamatworkandmybabycallsme

Me:Sthandwasami?



Her:HibabyIjusttookmycarforaserviceandI

amtakingacabhometheywillbringittothehouse

whenthey’redone.

Me:YoushouldhavetoldmeLuluIwouldhave

takentohome?

Her:Iam23SthandwasamiIthinkIknowhowto

useacab.Gottogo,loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo

Her:Andwheredidyour“I”disappearto?

Me:Itwentonvacationwithyours

shelaughs.



Her:MxmIloveyoubye

Shehungupleavingmesmilinglikearetarde.

.

.

ItbeenalongdayatworkandIamexhausted.Iam

abouttogetintothecarwhenIgetacallfrom

Wenzi

Me:Hello

Her:HiMrM,Ican’tgetaholdofBanzi’smomandI

needtogetgoing.Areyouwithher?

Me:Noshesaidshewasgoinghomehoursago.I

amonmywayhomenowIwillseeyouinafew

minutes.



Her:Okay,noproblem

IamnotcomfortablewithLuyandanottellingme

wheresheisbecausewemakesuretotelleach

otherwhereweareforsafetyreasons.WhenIget

homeLulu’sisn’there.IamwithVuyoandEmihle

walkintomyroomasItrytogetaholdofLulu.

Vuyo:Daddycanyoumakeuspancakesplease.

Emihle:PleaseDaddyZwe

OhLordkidsknowthatIcan’tcooktosavemylife

andtheywantmetobake.

Me:Ahhlet’sgohaveicecreamokay?



Theystartscreamingandruntothedoor.

Me:HEY,norunninginthehouse

Them:YESDADDY

IfthereisonethingLuyandaalwayshasistubsof

homemadeicecream.IdishupforthemandIsettle

downforMixedberries.Luyandahascomplained

thatIamalwaysfinishingherfoodandIam

startingtofeeltoomuchbutIcan’tstopmyself,I

amalwayshungry.

IgetanotificationandIcheckitthinkingit’s

Luyandabutinsteadmyheartgetscrushedbyan

unknownnumber.Iopenthemessageandit’sa

videoofLuyandatieduptoachairandher

screamingforhelp.Amanwalksinandslapsher

makingherfallontheground.Heiswearinga

hoodiesoIcan’tseehisface.



“Youthoughtyourmoneycouldkeepherbutnow

sheismineandIamnotlettingheroutofmysight”

Ihavetocalltheguys,thisiswhatweweretrained

for.

Luyolo:Makhanya?

Me:Luyandaisindanger,gettothehousenow!

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



Me:SOMEBODYHELP...PLEASEHELPME...

HELLLLOOOO

Him:You’rewastingyourtimemyangel,noonecan

hearyourfromhere.

Me:Pleaseletmego.IpromiseIwon’tsayaword

toanyone.Pleasemyhusbandandsonneedme.

ple...

Heslapsmeandfallwiththechairthathetiesme

to.ItryopeningmyeyesbutmyvisionisblurrysoI

shutthem.

Him:INEEDYOUDAMNIT,ICOULDHAVEBEEN

THATBOY’SFATHERBUTYOUCHOSEHIMOVER

ME.ITOLDYOUILOVEYOULUANDYOUSPITIT

RIGHTINMYFACE.YOUTREATEDMELIKECRAP



BUTIAMGIVINGYOUASECONDCHANCE.YOU

AREMINELUYANDA,MINEALONE!

Hepickedmeupandthenwalkedoutlockingthe

doorbehindhim.

LetmeexplainhowIgothere.Igotintothecaband

gavethedriverdirectionstomyhousethenI

focusedonmyphone.Afterafewminutesthecar

stoppedjustwhenIlookedoutthewindowwewere

nowherenearmyhouse,Ididn’tknowwherewe

were.ThedooropenedandThapelowasstanding

there.HepulledmeoutandItriedtofighthimoff

butheinjectedmewithsomething.AfterthatIwoke

upstucktothischair.

Thapelocamebackandsodoesthefear.Hepullsa

chairandsitsinfrontofbewithaplateoffood.He

raiseshishandandIflinchthinkingheisgoingto

hitme.



Him:Iwon’thurtyouagainmyangelbutyouhave

tobeagoodgirl.Don’tmakemeangrybecauseI

wanttotreatyoulikethegoddessyouare.Please

promisetobehaveokay?

Inodandtearsrundownmycheeks.Hewipesmy

tears.

Him:Nowcomelet’seat.Idon’twantyoutosick

andIloveyoutoomuchtostarveyou.

...

WelcomebackThapelo? ♀
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Alexia

Thapelo:Idon’twanttohurthersis,Iloveher.

Pleasedon’tmakemedothis.

Me:SincewhenareyousoweakThapelo?Thatgirl

tookeverythingfrommeandyetyouarepickingher

sideoverme?

Him:Thandiweyoudidn’tloveZweli,youlovedhis

moneyandmywehaveit.Let’sstopthisnonsense

now.

Thefoolisgettingonmynervenow.IfIhadthe



strengthIwouldhavekilledherthedaywegotthe

moneybutThapeloisstandinginmyway.

Thapelohasborderlinepersonalitydisorder.People

withBPDtendtobeextremelysensitiveandifyou

saythingsthatupsetandhurthisfeelingstheyget

superemotional.Whenhegetsoverwhelmingby

hisemotionshebecomesunabletothinkstraightor

staygrounded.Hecoulddohurtfulordangerous

thingstothatpersonbecauseofhisdisorder.He

wasdoingwillforhimself,heisgreatwithtaking

hismedsandneverforgetsbutIneededhishelp

andIneededhisdisorderasanadvantageformy

plantogetBanziback.Iswappedhismedication

andconvincedhimtohelpmegetZweliback.I

knowhemybrotherbutIneedtosecuremyfuture

andpovertyisn’tforme.

Me:Thapelosheusedyou!Youwerehershoulder

tocryonandshebrokeyourheart.Whyareyou

standingupforthatevilbitch?



Icouldseetherageinhiseyes,allthepiecesofmy

puzzlearecomingtogether.Icanalreadysee

myselfsippingonchampagneameatingcaviaron

ayachtsomewhere.Hestormsoutandmyheartis

dancing.I’mbackbaby!

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Him:GETUP,GETYOUYOULITTLEBITCH?

Me:P...llea...Pleasestop.You...youarehurtingme!

Pleasestop.



Him:Didyoustopbreakingmyhurt?No.Instead

whatdidyoudoLuyanda?

Hechucklesandkicksmeinmystomach.

Him:Youranbacktohimandtreatedmelikeshit!

Ikeptoncrying,everyinchofmybodyhurts.Ican

barelystandbutthathasn’tstoppedhimfrom

slappingmeandkickingmecontinuously.Alexia

comesinandgloatssayingthatIdeserve

everythingIamgettingbecauseandIamhome

wrecker.Itookawayherlifeandnottheyaredoing

thesesametome.

His:Whyareyoumakingmehurtyou?Whycan’t

youjustloveme?Iwasyourshouldertocryon?I

madesureyouhadalltheskillsyouneededtopass

andYOUSTILLCHOSEHIM!



Icantastebloodinmymouthforallthekickingand

Iamgettingweaker.Ican’ttakethepainanymore.

It’sbeenaweeknowandIhavelostallthehopeI

had.IknowthatmybabyissafeanduBabahas

mamanow.BanziwillmoveonandIknowLuyolo

willfindsomeone.Ihavetoletgo.Ican’tholdon

anylonger,Iclosemyeyesandtakemylastbreath.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyolo

It’sbeenaweeksinceLuyandawentmissing.Iam

worriedsickaboutmysisterandalltheleadswe

hadhavetakenustoadeadend.AtfirstBanzitook



overthesearch,callingtheshotsandmakingsure

allourweaponarereadybutBanziisanemotional

wrecknow.Hedoesn’ttalk,hishaseventakenup

smoking,heisn’teatingeitherNoneofuscangetto

him.ImeanjusttheotherdayhistoldBabawhere

togetoff,canyouimagine?Banzishoutingat

VuyolwethuMahlangu.Ihadtotakehisphoneaway

justsohewouldn’tstoppedobsessingoverthe

videoshereceivedfromthekidnappers.

BabatookMamaandkidstoBanzi’scabintotry

cangetthemtoforgetthatLuyandaismissing.Oh

buttrustmehestillknowshowtomakeusshit

scarefromwhereverheis.

WeareallsittinginBaba’swarehousewherewe

werealltrained.We’realldrainedfromtheylast

deadendandIamsureourhopeisassmallasa

mustardseedbutIamnotgivingup.Ijustfound

mysisterandIamnotreadytoloseher.



Phiwa:YES!Igotthem!

PhiwaandKarabohavebeentryingtracethisguy

butnothinghascomeup.Thosetwoarepassionate

abouttheycomputers,actuallyfellinlovethrough

commoninterestsinhacking.

Viwe:Whatdidyoufind?

Phiwa:Soremembertheransommoneyyougave

thoseidiotstwodaysago?

Karabo:the5million?

Shenodsherheadandsmiles

Themba:Yeah...whataboutit?



Phiwa:WellIputatractorintheseamsofthebagsI

gaveyou.Thebagshasfinallystoppedmovingand

Ihavesecuredtheirlocation.It’sgameoverboys!

Me:PhiwahaveIevertoldyouthatyouaremy

favouritepersoninthefamily?LikeifImetyoufirst

youwouldhavebeenexwifebynow,let’snotforget

youarecrazy!

Her:Sieswenasaystheonethatdidn’twantmeto

workwithyou“men”inthefirstplace.

Me:Youknowthatwasn’tpersonal,Iwantedyouto

gotothesafehouseliketheotherladies.

Banzi:CanyougogetLuyandaalready?

Idon’tevenknowwhenhegotherebecausehehas

comeoutofhisroominforever.



Themba:Areyousureyouwanttocomewith?I

meanwewillbringherherestraightaway?

Banzi:Don’tpatronisemeMakhanya

Viwe:Banziwearealltryingtohelpyou.You

haven’teatingindaysandIdoubtyouatdrinking

water.Juststayhereman.

Banzi:Iwillwaitfory’allinthecarwhileyouarestill

puttingonyourpantyhose.Isthatalrightwithyou

ladies?

Heclickshistongueandstormsout.

Karaboburstsintolaughterandturnstohiswife

andkissesher.



Him:Iwillseeyoulaterlenyeloilaka(myangel)

Sheblushesandnodsherheadthenmovesher

lipstickofhim.

Her:Besafeladiesanddowncomebackwithmy

sisterordon’tcomebackatall.Youstilllookingat

me?LEAVE!

Viwe:Wowsomuchforlenyeloi(angel)

...

Pleasedon’tforgettolike,commentandshare
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Insert35

Thapelo

Istormedoutoftheroomthatwewerekeeping

Luyandainandsomethingjustdidn’tfeelright.I

instantlyregrethurtingherbutshehurtmejustat

much.MyguttellsmetogobacktoherbutI

ignoredit.Igotakeashowerthenheaddownstairs

tomakemyangelsomeblueberrypancakes.She

won’tbeabletoresistthem,shelovesberriesand

theywillmakeherforgiveme.

Alexiawalksinwiththeanenormoussmileonher

face,shewalksaroundthetablethenkissesmeon

thecheekandtakesaBerry.

Her:Youfinallygrewtheballstokillher!Ilovethe

factthatsheisjustlayingthereinherownblood



madeeverythingevensweeter...

ShekeptgoingonaboutLuyanda’sdeathbutI

stoppedlistening,Iamtryingtoprocesswhatsheis

sayingbutitsnotcomingthrough.Ididn’tkillher,I

wouldneverdothatsheismyeverything.Yeahsure

Ihitherbutshewillunderstand.Sheupsetmeand

playedwithmyfeelings.

Me:Wouldyoushutup,SHUTUPYOUPIECEOF

SHIT!

Her:Heyheyhey.Ididn’tmakeyoukillher,youdid

thatyourself.Iamjustcongratulatingyoufor

finishingthejob.Wecanfinallydumpthis...

IdroptheplateofpancakesandrunuptoLuyanda.

IfindherinthesamepositionIleftherbutthistime

shehasbloodbetweenherlegs.Itisprobably

periodbloodsoitdoesn’tscareme.Ikneelinfront



ofherandtrytowakeherupbutsheisn’tmoving.I

amstartingtopanicnow.Isearchforapulseonher

neckbutthereisn’ton

Me:Nononothiscan’thappentome,Irefuse.Baby?

Babywakeup!Pl...pleasewakeupmyangel!

Sheisstillnotmoving.Tearsfillmyeyesandare

droppingdownmyfacelikewaterfalls.HowcouldI

besostupid.IlovethisgirlwithallthatIam,and

nowsheisdead.

Me:NoLuyandayoucan’tleavemelikethis!Thisis

nothowa“happilyeverafter”ends.Baby!Myangel

wakeupnow.

Ikeepinshakinghertogethertowakeupbutstill

noresponsethenItakewristandluckilyformeI

feelapulse.Mytearsturnintoonesofjoy.Even

thoughthepulseisveryslowthefactthatit’sthere



meansthereishope.

Igrabmycarkeys,pickherupfromthefloorand

runtothefrontdoorwithher.

Him:Andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

IstuttertryingtofindtherightwordstosaybutI

can’t

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi



Threehourscandoalotforaperson.It’senoughto

getsomeonetothinkofarationaldecisionand

definitelyenoughtimeforanangrypersontocool

down.WellunfortunatelyforThapeloandAlexia

thatpersonisn’tme.Asamatteroffactthisdriveis

makingmeangrier.Iwanttomakethempayfor

whattheydid.

Wegettothehousewherethetrackersareandit’s

lookslikeadesertedfarmhouse.ThegentsandI

parkrightbehindthecarthatwefoundthereso

theycan’tescapewithit.

Wemakesurewearesilenttheyseparatetocircle

aroundthehouse.Luyolo,ThembaandThendotake

thefrontdoorthenViwe,KaraboandIwenttothe

backofthehouse.

Ihearagunshotandamanscreaminpain.Iwant

tobreakthedoordownbutthatwouldcompromise

thesafetyoftheguysandmoreimportantly



Luyanda’ssafety.

ThedooropensandAlexiatriestorunoutwiththe

bagsofmoney.Whenshefinallyseesusshefroze

anddroppedthebagsinfear.

Me:come

Isaycalmly.Shetriestorunbackintothehouse

butassheturnsshebumpsintoThembaandfalls.

Themba:Gentstakehertothewarehouse.Banzi,

youandIneedtofollowLuyoloandThandotothe

hospital.

Myheartsinks.Whatdidtheydotoher?Anger

startstobrew.AllIwantistosnapthatskinnyneck

ofhersbutatthesametimeLuyandaneedsme.

.



.

.

.

.

Luyolo

WhenthedooropensIseehimcarryingLuyanda.

Mybabysisteriscoveredinherownblood,ohand

let’snotforgetthefactthatsheiscoveredinblue

andpurplebruises.

Me:Andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Hemumbledsomethingbutican’tmakesenseofit.

ItakenLuyandafromhimandgivehertoThendo.

Thendo:Luyolowehavetogomanherpulseis



weak.Wecouldloseher!

AfterhearingthatIinstanttakeoutmygunthen

shothisshoulder.Idon’twhattokillhimjustyet.I

wanthimtosuffer.

...

Guyspleasesharethispagetoallthegoodlovers.
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Itfeelslikethewallsarecominginonmeasisitin

thiswaitingroomworriedashell.Luyandahasbeen

takentoICUandIhavebeenherefor7hoursnow.I

amanxiousandIamfeelingsicknotknowinghow

sheis.Ineedhertobeokay.

Her:Zweli,Zweliwakeup.

Idon’tevenrememberfallingasleepbutmybodyis

stiffbecauseIwassleepingonachair.Iopenmy

eyesandbothmyparentsandLuyanda’sarehere.

Me:MhmmmmSanbonani,haveyouheardfrom

Thendoyet?

Mama:Nobu...

Thendo:Iamhere!



Heclearshisthroatandweturntohim.Welookat

himandhelooksexhausted.

Baba:Ndlovuhowismybabygirl?

Thendotakesadeepbreath.

Him:UhmmLuyandaisbattlingBaba,shesuffered

countlessbeatingsresultingtoainternalbleeding

andbrokenbones.

Luyolo:Canweseeherplease?

Him:UnfortunatelyIhadtoputherinaninduced

coma…

Me:What?Whydidyoudothat?



Him:Zweli,Luyandawasinvolvedinatraumatic

braininjury.Thosebraininjuriesresultedina

significantamountofswellingofherbrain.Allthe

swellingputspressureonherbrain,reducesblood

flowandoxygensupplytoherbrain.Thatwill

inevitablycausedamagetothebraintissue.

Inducingacomawillallowherbraintorestand

decreasesherbrain’selectricalactivityand

metabolicrate...

Mama:Woahwoahwoahcanyoujuststopwiththe

medicaltalkandjusttellmemyBabyisgoingtobe

okay!

Him:Luyandaisgoingtobealrightphysicallybut

emotionallyIdon’tthinkso.Iwillreferhertoa

greattherapistthatwillhelpherdealwithher

miscarriageespeci...

Me/Baba/Luyolo:MISCARRIAGE?



Hecloseshiseyestakesanotherdeepbreath.

Him:Luyandawas5weekspregnantbutbecause

ofthatidiotkickinghershelostthebaby.Bythe

timewegothereitwasalreadytolate.I’mreally

sorryforyourloss.

.

.

.

.

.

Thendo

Luyandahasbecomefamilyandherlayinginthe

hospitalhelplessisreallydevastating.Noneofus

havebeencopingwithherdisappearancebutof

coursewehadtokeepstrongforourwomenand

Zwelibanzi.



SpeakingofBanzi,hefaintedwhenhefoundout

aboutthemiscarriage.Banzihasn’tbeentaking

anythingwellthesedaysandthefaintingcouldbe

causedbyanumberofthings.Ican’trememberthe

lasttimeheatesomethingandevendrankwater,

theshockjustamplifiedeverything.Idecidedtotalk

toEnhle’smotherbecauseIknowshewillbeableto

getthroughtohim.

.

.

Myshiftisoverandjustasamabouttoleaveone

oftheresidentdoctorscametotellmethatBanziis

awakeandrippingouthisdrip.Apparentlyhis

fathercuffedhimtothebedwithhandcuffsand

theyaretooscaredtosayanythingtohim.Now

thathasBabawrittenalloverit,Iamsureheiseven

threateningthosenurseswithhisgun.



IwalkintoBanzi’sroomandheisshoutingatthe

securityguard.

Me:Whyareyoubeingsodifficultmyman?

Him:WhyareyouholdingmedownlikeIamsome

madmanthatescapedfromtheasylum?

Me:Banziwhatdoyouexpectustodo?Youare

rippingoutyourdrip,doyouknowhowdangerous

thatis?

Him:IMNOTSICKTHENDONDLOVU!Getthat

throughyouthickskull!Luyandaneedsmebyher

sideandyouarekeepingmehereagainstmywill....

Me:AREYOUBEINGSERIOUSRIGHTKNOW.YOU

WANTTOLEAVEVUYOLWETHUASANORPHAN

AGAIN?



IknewthatwhatIsaidmighthavebeenharshbut

Banzineedsarealityslap.

Me:Youneedtostopthinkingaboutyourselfand

thinkaboutyoursonZwelibanzi.Thelasttimehe

sawyou,youcouldn’tevenspeakhimandnowyou

wanttohurtyourself.Youarebeingnothingbut

selfish!

Hestartstotearupattherealisationofhowselfish

heisbeing.Heneededthebittertruthtostopfrom

furtherhurtinghimself.

Me:IcandischargeyouBanzibutyouneedto

promisemeyouwillgohome,cleanyourselfupand

goseethekidsman.Thosebabiesneedyou.

Luyandaisingoodhandsandshewillbeherewhen

youcomeback,justspendtheweekendatthecabin

andcomebackonMonday.



.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

ItookThendo’sadviceandIhonestlyneededthe

breakfromallthedramathatishappening.Lucky

formeLuyandacookslotsofmicrowavemeals

becauseshecomplainsthatIamalwayshungry.

NowIambacktomyoldself.

It’sbeenaweeknowsinceLuyandawasputina

comaandIvisithereverydaythenItakecareof

EmihleandVuyoafterschool.Itooktimeofffrom

workjusttofocusonmeandmyfamily.



Iamonmywaytothewarehousetogoanddeal

withThapeloandAlexia.Ihavebeenslackingon

thatbutInowgetafactthatLuyolosurehasn’t.

IwalkintothetortureroomandtheyhadThapelois

hangingfromtheceiling.Alexiaistiedtoametal

chairwithherfeetinabucketofwater,wehave

beenelectrocutingherevery3hourssinceshegot

here.Thapeloisjustapunchingbag.

Me:WakiewakieDubefamily.Riseandshine!!!!

IswitchonthebatteryandleftAlexiatrembling

whilepracticingmygolfingonherbrother.Aftera

shortwhileIstopandgivethemachancetoanswer

thequestionIhavebeenaskingforthepastweek

Me:Areyoureadytotellmewhothemastermind

behindmywife’skidnappingis?



Lex:It...it’swasme!

TosayIamlividwouldbeanunderstatement.This

bitchissofuckenungrateful.

Me:WouldyouliketoelaborateonthatforusMs

Dube?

Shewentsilent.

Me:OkayletmeputitinsimpleEnglishsoyoucan

understand...Thandiwe,explaintotheclasswhy

youwouldwanttokidnapmywife.Thenfurthertell

ushowyouconvinceyourbrothertobeingthe

muscleoftheoperation!

Silenceyetagain,insteadofhertalkingsheis

crying.



Me:YOURTEARSAREJUSTADDINGFUELTOTHE

FIRETHANDIWE,TALKDAMNIT!

Her:JEALOUSYOKAY!YoudumpedmeforherZwe.

YoutreatedherthewayIlongedtobetreated,she

wasyourgoldeneggandIwaslastweek’sgarbage.

Iwanted,noIneededheroutofthepicturesoyou

wouldcomebacktome.Ishouldhavethatringon

myfingernother!Thepostonyoursocialmedia

andromanticgetaways,thatshouldbeme!

...

Alexiaispettyneh?

Pleasefollowthepage!!!

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Zwelibanzi

Iamwokenupbythesoundofmyphoneringing.I

answeritwithoutcheckingthecallerID

Me:Hmmmyeah?

Thendo:Whyyouasleepatthistime?It’s20:30...

Me:WhenyouarewithVuyoandEmihlealldayyou



willunderstand.Ijustdroppedthemoffnow

Him:ohhalright...

Me:DidyouneedsomethingbecauseIreallyneed

tosleep?

Him:Nahyoucansleepman,Iwilljustcatchup

withLuyandaonmyownand...

Me:THENDOTHISISNOTTHETIMETOBE

JOKING...

Him:WoahwoahwoahIknowIamafunnyperson

butIknowwhentobeserious.Nowgetyourselfto

thehospital

Me:Luyandaisawake?



Him:Yeahmanandsheiscryingforyou.

Me:Iamonmyway..

.

.

.

.

.

Thendo

Igotcalledintoworkbecauseoneofmypatientsis

outofcomaandIknowthattheonlypatientIhave

inacomaisLulu.IrushtothehospitalandwhenI

getthereIquicklychangeintomyscrubssoIcan

attendtoher.



WhenIapproachherwardIcanhearsomeone

sreamingandcrying.IstarttopanicbecauseI

knowthat’sLuyanda.Herbloodpressureisnot

stableandwhateverishappeninginthatroomcan

killher.

ThescreaminghasstoppedandjustasIamabout

towalkinoneofthedoctorswalkout.

Me:Noahwhat’sgoingonwithmypatient?Whydid

Ihearscreaming?

Hetakesabigsighandpinchesthebridgeofhis

nosethenlooksatme

Him:Man,oneoftheresidentsattendingtoMs

Mahlangutoldherthatshelostherbabybeforeyou

gothere…



Me:HOWTHEFUCKDIDTHATHAPPEN?DIDINOT

MAKEITCLEARENOUGHINEVERYSTAFF

MEETINGTHATWEHADTHATIDONTWANT

ANYONETOGONEARMYPATIENTSWITHOUTMY

PERMISSION.IASSIGNSPECIFICNURSESAND

DOCTORSTODEALWITHHERINMYABSENCE.

Nowthereisacrowdsurroundingus.

Me:WECOULDGETSUEDFORTHISDAMNIT

DOESNOONEUNDERSTANDTHISORDID

EVERYONEWINTHELOTTERYWHILEIWASAWAY

ANDYOUDONTNEEDYOURJOBS?

Iclosemyeyesandtakeadeepbreathtryingto

calmdown

Me:Thisisthelasttimesuchnegligencehappens

inmyhospital,areweclear?



Them:YESDOCTOR

Me:Good,backtowork.

EveryonegoesbacktowhattheyweredoingandI

walkintoLuyanda’sward.

Her:WhoareyouandwhatdidyoudotoDrGentle

Giant?

Ichuckle

Me:Hetransformsintoananimalwhensomeone

messeswithoneofhissisters.

Her:Iwasgoingtofindouteitherwaybro

Me:Yeahbutoneofuswassupposedtotellyou



notacompletestranger..

Her:Andwhatmakesyouthinkheisastranger,he

couldbemysidepieceforallyouknow!

Ilaugh

Me:Iseeyoustillhaveyoursenseofhumour.Trust

mehewouldn’tbebreathingifhewasyourside

piece.

Shelaughsbutitquicklyturnsintocrying.Igoto

herandhugher,sheisgoingthroughalotandI

needtocomforther.

Me:I...IknowIdidn’tknowIwaspre...pregnantbut

isstillhurtsThendo.



Me:Iknowitdoessisbutwewillgetthroughthis

together,asafamily...

Shecalmsdownandgotothebathroom.Shesaid

shewantedtotakeabathjusttorelaxabitsoI

gaveher;herprivacy.Justasamabouttowalkout

ofthewardBanziappears.Icanseebythewayhe

isbreathingthathewasrunning.

Him:Whereisshe?Issheokay?Ho...

Me:Relaxsheisjusttalkingabath

HetriestogetpastmebutIblockhisway.Hesteps

backandgivesmeaquestionablelook.Isigh

becauseIknowthathewillgetangry.Heneedsthe

headsupthoughanditisbestthathefindsout

frommethanfromLuyanda.



Me:OneoftheresidentdoctorstoldLuyandaabout

themiscarriagebeforeIgothere.Iamsorryman..

Him:WHAT,HOWDOESTHATHAPPENTHENDO?

WESPOKEABOUTTHISANDWEAGREEDTHAT

WEWOULDTELLHERTOGETHER.DAMNIT

NDLOVU!WHEREWEREYO...

Her:WOULDYOUJUSTSHUTUP!ISFIGHTING

GOINGTOBRINGMYBABYBACK?

WeturnandweseeLuyandainabathrobe.She

looksweakbuthervoicecontradictsthat.

Her:Thendocanyoupleasegiveussomespace...

Me:JustafterIhavecheckedyourvitals.Iwillbe

outofyourhair.



Her:Justthirtyminutesplease

Shegivemethefamousandirresistiblepuppyeyes

andIgavein.

Banzi:Sthandwasamijustle..

Her:Don’tletmechaseyoubothoutMakhanya

Youcanheartheseriousnessofherthreatinher

tone.Wasn’tshejustinacoma,nowsheisbackto

herbullyingself.Baba’sDNArunsdeeply,like

fatherlikedaughter.

.

.

.

.

.



Luyanda

Confused,heartbroken,shatteredandempty.Those

arejustafewwordsthatdescribehowIamfeeling

rightnow.ThapeloandAlexiarobbedmeofthe

mostpreciousgiftleavingmebrokeninside.

Me:Hi

Icanseethehurtinhiseyes.Imissedhimsomuch.

Hecomescloserandwipesmytears.Hepullsme

andIcryonhischest.Ican’twaitforthepaintogo

away.

Him:doyouwantmetogetyouanything?

Me:Ijustwanttobeinyourarms...



...

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Zwelibanzi

IwakeupinpanicmodebecauseLuyandaisn’tin

myarms.WhenIopenmyeyesIseethatsheis

sittingonachairthatisfacingthewindowwitha

standthatisholdingupafulldrip.Herbruisesare



terribleanditreallyhurtsmethatIcan’ttakeher

painaway.IsitandjustwatchherbecauseIcantell

thatsheisindeepthought.Iyawnandthatgetsher

attention,sheturnstomeandsmiles

Her:Ohgoodmorning

Me:morningbabywhydidn’tyouwakemeup?

Her:Icantellthatyouhaven’tbeensleeping

properlybythebagsunderyoureyessoIdidn’t

wanttodisturbyou.

Iexhale

Me:LookLuyandaI’msorr...

Sheinterrupts



Her:Thendocamewithnursestohelpmebath.

Thenhesaidthathecanonlyallowmetogohome

ifIpromisetobeonbedrestforasolidmonthand

hewillretreatmefromthere.

Thatwasherwayoftellingmeshedoesn’twantto

talkaboutit.HonestlyIdon’twanttoeitherbutI

wanttobethereforher.

Shetriestogetupbutflinches,Ijumpupandhelp

herstandthenwegetintobed.Shelaysherhead

andIjustcuddleher.

Me:SthandwasamiIknowit’sdifficultbutwecan

getthroughthis...

Her:IknowthatbabybutIkeeponaskingmyself

“whatif”anditjusthurts.Iwantustohealalready...

befreefromallthispainalready!



Welayinginsilenceandsheisholdingontomefor

dearlife.

Her:Someoneisgettingskinny,Ineedtogetback

tothekitchenbeforeyoubecomeatoothpick

Me:A.ahyouonbedrestremember.Youneedto

relaxMrsMakhanya

Sheblushes

Her:Iwasactuallythinkingaboutkeepingmy

surnameyouknow

Ichucklemockingher

Me:Wellyoushouldhavethoughtofthatbeforemy



uncleswenttoyourhome.YouareLuyanda

Makhanyanowandforever!

ShekissedmeandIrespond,goshImissedherso

much.“Nowandforever”shesayskissingme.She

ismakingithardnottodeepenthekissbutIknow

thatwouldbeselfishofme,Ineedhertobeokay

beforeIthinkofsatisfyingmycravingsforher.

??:Zwelibanzigivethatgirlabreak!Sheisinthe

hospitalforcryingoutloud!

Luyandapullsawayfrommeshylyandweseemy

grandparentsbythedoor.

Me:Gogoyouaredisturbingme!Icouldhave

gottenlucky!

WealllaughandLuyandaplayfulhitsmyshoulder



Gogo:it’sagoodthingthatwecaughtyoubecause

bothyourparentsarefollowingus.Youshouldbe

thankful.

Me:WeloveyoutooGogo

Mkhulu:Makotiwethu(ourbride)howareyou?

Shesitsupandclearsherthroat

Her:IcouldbebetterbutIamgladthatIamsafe

now.

IamgladthatsheissafebutIcan’thelpbutblame

myselfforeverythingthathappened.Iwas

supposedtoprotecther,thatwasmyonlyjobandI

faileddismally.NotforgettingthatIlostmychildas

well.



.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

It’sbeenthreemonthssincethekidnappingandI

amfullyhealed.AtfirstIwasdepressedabout

losingmybaby,Ikeptonthinking“whatif”.Ithink

nowIammoreappreciativeoflife.

Banziontheotherhandhasbeensodistantthese

pastfewweeks.Ican’teventellyouthelasttime

wehadadecentconversationorhespenttimewith

VuyoandI.Heisalwaysatworkandawayon

business.Ihavetriedtoaskwantsgoingon,trust

meIhavebuthealwaysturnsmyeffortsdown.It’s



gottentothepointthatheusedtheguestroom

becausehegetshomesolate.Ijustfeellikeheis

keepingsomethingformebutIdon’tknowwhat.

Trulyspeakingtheonlythingsthatarekeepingme

sanearemysonandschool.

Me:IthinkIshouldjustleavehimguys

Phiwa:Youarebeingsochildishman!

Lee:LuyandaIfeellikeyouaregivinguptooquickly.

FightforyourmanLuyanda

Enhle:Yeahbaby,justgivehimsometimehewill...

Me:TIME?It’sbeenamonthnowandyourstillwant

metogivehimtime?Howisthatfaironme?Iwas

theonethatwaskidnapped,theonethatwas

beatenandbruisedbuthemustbegiventime?



Really?

Thami:Babywearenotfightingwithyouweare

justsayingstopbeingsodramatic

Me:Andyetisfeelslikeyouarefightingme.How

canIevencallhimmyfiancéwhenIhaven’teven

spokentothemaninmonths.

Thami:youknowwhat,let’sgoout!Agirlsouting

Phiwa:YESIAMSOIN.Ineeeeedthatbreakand

plusthekidsareatBaba’shouse.Thisisthe

perfecttime.

Me:NahIdon’tfeellikegoingoutbutyoucango.

Lee:Ohnosisweareallgoingoutbutwhereto.I



amnotinthemoodforaclubthough.Iamfeeling

boujeedarling

Shesaysraisingupherglassofchampagne,gosh

thiswomanisLIFE!!!

Enhle:WellinthatcaseIhavetheperfectplacefor

us.ThereisthisrestaurantopeningtonightandI

knowthatownersolet’sgo.Ievenhavedresseswe

canwear.

Wegoupstairsandgetdolledup.Weareall

wearingthesametypeofbodyhuggingbelowthe

kneewraparounddressesbutwestyledthem

differently.Mineiswhite,Enhlesisadarknude,

Phiwa’sisbrown,Lee’sisgreyandThami’sisBlack.

Wearelookingallsortsoffirebaby.

Phiwa:JelousdownwelookamazingbutwhatI

wanttoknowiswhyyouhavesomanyofthesame



dresses

Enhle:Leavemealoneplease!Agirlmusthaveher

options.

.

.

It’s7pm

Wefinallyarriveandthisplaceisbeautiful.Weare

atafarmandinthemiddlethereisahorsestable

thathasfairylightsaroundit.Therearequiteafew

carsoutsidemeaningthattheyhavealreadystarted.

IamthelastonetogetoutofthecarthenIfollow

theladiesinside.Myeyesareontheground

becauseIdonotwanttofallinthisbeautifulwhite

dress.

WhenIfinallygettotheentranceeveryonegoes



silent.Odd.Ilookuptoseewhat’sgoingonandI

gettheshockofmylife.Howdoesthisalways

happentome.NowIknowthemeaningofthe

saying“Itwillendintears”.

..

Higuys,IamsosorryIhaven’tbeenloyal.Ihave

beengoingthroughsomethingsbutIambacknow.
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Luyanda



Ican’tbelieveIdidn’tseethiscoming.Thisiswhy

hehasbeensodistant,whyhedropsthephone

callsassoonasIwalkintotheroom.Goshthe

signswerealltherebutIwasoblivioustoitall.

IwalkovertohimandIdon’tknowhowtofeel,I

wanttocrybutatthesametimeIdon’twantto

embarrassmyselfinfrontallthesepeople.

Me:ZwelibanziMakhanyawhat’sgoingonhere?

Him:Sthandwasamithepastfewmonthshave

beenhardonallofusasafamilybutmostlyyou.I

wantedtotellyousomanytimesbutatthesame

timeIknewIwouldonlybeaddingmorestress.

Thismanplannedanentireweddingwithoutme

noticing.Iamamazedbecausehecan’tevensteal

foodinthemiddleofthenightbuthecouldhidethis?



Heiswearingablacktuxedowithacrispwhiteshirt

andblackleathershoes.Hegotafreshhaircutand

hisbeardistrimmed.

Ilookaroundandourwholefamilyishere.Evenour

friendsparentsarehere.Thekidsaswell.Thereis

nomorethanfiftypeopleinthisroomEverythingis

rustic,evenmorebeautifulthanIcouldhaveever

doneorthoughtof.

Me:Mamayoukeptthisfromme?

Her:HeeIamstilltoyoungtobekilledbyBanzi

Wealllaugh.IseeVuyoandEmilookingso

adorablewithThami’sparents.Iturnbacktothe

handsomemanstandinginfrontofme.TothinkI

thoughthefelloutofloveandIwasgoingtoend

things.Thismanreallyknowshowtomakemefeel

special.Hetakesmyhandsinhisthenlooksme



deepinmyeyes

Him:Ifeveryoneintheroomknowsanemotional

rollercoasterithastobeusbutIknowthatthereis

nooneIwouldratherbeonthatrollercoasterwith

butyou.SonowIamaskingyoutobemypartnerin

crimeyetagain,theonlydifferenceisthatthis

missionisbeforeGod,ourfamilyandourfriends.

TodayIwanttoyoubemylifepartner.Iwantto

sharethejoycalledlifewithyou.Luyanda

Mahlanguwillyoumarrymetoday?

Itrytoreplyhimbutthelumpinmythroatis

stoppingme.Iambeingsuchacrybaby.AllIcan

doisnodmyheadcountlesslyandeveryonelaughs

andclaps.Banzihasahugesmileonhisfaceand

thenhandsmeahandkerchief.

Him:Iamgoingtoneedacleareranswer

MaNtobela



Me:(Chuckle)YesmyLove,Iwillmarryyou!

HepullsmeinforakissandIshylyresponse,we

areinfrontofmyfamilysowekeepitPG

“Youcanleavethatforthehoneymoonkids”

Thepastorsaysandwebreakawaysmiling.We

turnandfacehimandhestartstheservice.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi



Icantakeinabreathoffreshairnowknowingthat

Luyandaishappywithmysurprise.Weallknow

thatLuyandaisastickofdynamiteandnoone

knowswhensheisgoingtoexplode.

IwasgoingtohireaneventplannerbutwhenItold

thisladieswhatIwasplanningtheytookover.

HonestlyIamgladthattheydidbutihadabsolutely

nosayintheplanning,theyplannedeverything

downtothesockIwillbewearing.Onlyproblem

withthatwastheywantedtomakenewfilefor

bankruptcyaftereverything.

WeareonourwaytooursuitewhereDannyandhis

crewofmakeupartistsanddesignersare.

Danny:Ahno,leaveZwelibanzi!

Me:What?



Danny:Youcantseeherweddingdress,it’sbad

luck!

Ilaugh.

Me:Danielthatonlyappliesbeforethewedding,we

aremarriednow!

Danny:Luyandaisgettingthewholebridal

experiencethatyourobbedherofwhenyou

plannedthissurprisewedding.

Me:Iamnotlettingmywifechangeinfrontofall

youmen.Never,notachance.

Man:ListenhereBooboo,yourwifeisgorgeous

andallbutweareallgay.SoIsuggestyouturn

aroundbeforethattightsexyassofyoursain’tso



tightanymore.

THEFUCK?

Itseemslikeamnotgoingtowinthisargumentand

Luyandacan’tstandupformebecausesheisin

tearslaughingatme.

Me:AsamatteroffactIneedtogocheckonmy

sonandIdon’twanttoleaveourguestsalonefor

toolong.

AftersayingthatIpracticallyrunoutoftheroom.

.

.

.

.

.



Luyanda

Whatanunforgettableandamazingnighttonight

hasbeen.NeverinmywildestdreamswouldIever

haveguessedthatBanziwouldplanallthisyet

alonepullitoffsobeautifullyatthat.I’mtruly

blessedtohavesuchawonderfulmanthatloves

meandshowsmethateveryday.

Thenighthascometoanend,wellforsomebut

certainlynotus.Wegetintooursuiteandthefirst

thingIdoistakeofmyheels.Thenexhaleslowly.

Me:Whataday...

Him:Comehere.

Hecommandsandinstantlymakesmewet.



Iwalkovertohimandjuststandinfrontofhim.He

standsupandturnsmearoundthenslowlyunzips

mydress.Itfallstothegroundleavingmeinjusta

thongthenhethrowsthedressacrosstheroom.He

sitsdownandpullsmetositonhislap.Iwon’tlieI

havebutterfliesinmystomachbecausehehasfull

controlovermybody.Hemakesmefacehimand

mylegsarearoundhiswaist.Hecupsmyfaceand

bringsmeclosertohim.Hekissesmepassionately

leavingmedrippingwet.

Hemakesmelaydownonthebedandstarts

kissingmeagain.Idon’tknowwhenhetookhis

shirtoffbutitisgone.Hestartskissingmyneck

thenstartstogodowntomylowerbody.Hegetsto

mycookieandtakesoffmythongthenmoveshis

handsundermeandgrabsmyass.

Histonguestartstoplayaroundmyclit,heis

lickingandsuckingonitmakingmemoanlouder

thatIthoughtIcould.



Me:Ummm..Im..I..Shit

IsallIcanmanagetosayasIgetcloserandcloser

tomyclimax.

Hejustchucklebecauseheisenjoyingmemoan

brainless.

Him:Cumformebaby.

Hesaysitinagentletone,blowingwarmaironmy

clit.

Idoasinstructedandhelicksmecleanthancomes

tomyfaceandkissme.

HisentersmeunexpectedlyandIscreambecause



heisballsdeep.WhenIamcalm,hestartstomove

inandoutofmeslowlylikehehasallthetimeinthe

world.Themorehemoves,themoreIwanthim.I

digmynailsintohisbackandthatmakeshimgo

fasterandharder.

Aftercountlesssteamyroundswereachourfinal

climaxcallingeachother’sname.

Hekissesmeandpullsoutthenlaysdownnextto

meandwecatchourbreath.Afterawhilehepulls

metohischestandkissesmeontheforehead.

Me:IloveyouZwelibanziMakhanya

Him:IloveyoumoreMrsZwelibanziMakhanya

...
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Zwelibanzi

It’sofficial,Ihaveawifenowandagorgeousonein

fact.ThismorningIwokeupandIadmiredthe

womanIcanfinallycallmywife.Iwillneverlether

go.Sheisjusteverythingtomeandmore.

IjustmadebreakfastforLuyandaandI,allthanks



totutorialsontheinternet.Itakethefoodtothe

roomandmybabyisstillsleeping.Iputthetrayof

foodonthebedsidetableandwakeherupwitha

kisswhichIsoonregrettedbecausehernakedbody

isahugeturnon.Ihavetobreakthekissbeforwe

lateforourflight.

Me:GoodmorningMrsM

Her:Mhmmmorningbaby,whatisthatyummy

smell?

Me:WellIsleptwellthankyoubabe.

Shesmilesandsitsupwrappingthesheetsaround

her.Idon’tknowwhybecauseIhaveseenitall

already.

Her:I’msorrybutthatsmellswaytogoodtobe



ignored,whydidyouorderwhenIcouldhave

cooked?

Me:Ididn’torderanythingSthandwasami,Imade

thisallbymyself.

Her:Right.....(sherollshereyesandchuckles)

IgrabmyphoneandshowherthevideoItookof

mecooking.ItookitbecauseIknewshewasn’t

goingtobelievethatIcooked.Whenthevideoends

shepullsmeinforakissthenshewalkstothe

bathroomtofreshenup.Shecomesbackandwe

eat.

Me:WeneedtogetgoingSthandwa,wedon’twant

thepilottowaittoolong.

Her:Pilot?Wherearewegoing?



Me:Youhonestlydidn’tthinkIcouldplanawedding

andforgettoplanahoneymoon,didyou?

Shescreamsexcitedlymakingmelaugh

Her:Where...wherearewego...going?

Sheaskswhiletryingtocatchherbreath.

Me:WellIwon’ttellyoutheexactplacebutallIcan

tellyouisthatyouaregoingtoneedmorebikini’s

thanyouwillclothes...

Shejustjumpsontomeandkissesmeallovermy

face.Yesthishusbandisscoringpoints!Wellat

leastIthoughtIwasuntilshegotoffmeeverso

quickly



Me:Babywhat’swrong?

Her:Banziwecan’tgo...

Me:What?Whynot?

Her:BabyVuyoisgoingbacktoschoolinaweek

andweneedtopreparehisstuff.

Shelookssodisappointed.Ipullhertomychest

andkissthetopofherhead.

Me:IhavealreadysortedthatoutSthandwasami.I

goteverythinghewillneedandwewillbeback

beforehegoestoschooldon’tevenworryabout

that.



Her:DoItellyouhowmuchIloveyou?

Me:Yesyoudobutareminderwouldn’thurt...

ShepushesmeandIfallonthebedthenshe

climbsontopofme

Her:Well...Iloveyousomuch

Shesayskissingmepassionately

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



DidIevertelly’allhowawesomeZwelibanziis?The

maniseverythingIcouldwishforandsomuch

more.Hereallygoestheextramiletomakeme

happyandIreallyappreciateeverythinghedoesfor

ourfamily.

WehavespentaweekonaCaribbeanislandandI

don’tevenwanttogoback.Thisplaceis

breathtakinglybeautifulandsopeacefulbut

unfortunatelyrealityiscallingusandwehaveto

answer.

Him:Wellthat’sthelastone

Hesaysputtingthelastbagintothebootand

closingit.Iturnaroundatlooktheviewofthe

oceanonelasttime.

Me:(sigh)I’mreallygoingtomissthisplace



Him:Wecanalwayscomebackhereduringthe

holidaysbaby,Ipromise.

Idon’treplyhim,Ijustwanttotakeitallinfora

while.

Hewrapshisarmsaroundmywaistandkissesthe

topofmyhead,thismanistallshame.

Him:let’sgetgoingSthandwasami

.

.

WehavelandedformorefuelandIaminthe

bathroomofthejetwhenIoverheartheflight

attendantstalking

Girl:Ican’tbelieveheisactuallymarried,apparently



shewashiscookgirl!

Guy:Buthaveyouseenthewayhelooksather

Chomi,evenwhenshewassleepinghewas

watchingher.Heloveshershem.

Girl:Nogirlitisjusthoneymoonstage,trustme.His

nextbusinesstriphewillwantmebouncingonthat

dickagain!

Theguylaughsather

Guy:Chomithatwas4yearsago,don’tyougeta

hint!Youwereatapandgo,getoverhim.

Thegirljustclickshertongue.Iflushthetoiletand

washmyhandsthenIwalkout.Theygosoquick

andIcantelltheyareshitscared.Ijustwalkpast

them.



Girl:OhThixo(God)theregoesourjob!

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Luyandacomesbackfromthebathroomlooksso

angry.

Me:What’swrongSthandwasami?

Her:Zwelibanziwhydoesyourwhorestillworkfor

you?



CODEREDZWELIBANZI!JUSTACTDUMB!

Me:Whatareyoutalkingaboutbaby?

Her:Don’tpatronisemeZwelibanzi,Iwanthergone!

WowsheisreallyangryIwonderthathappened.

Me:Okaybaby.Iwillreplaceherwhenwearehome.

Her:Good

Me:Greenisn’tyourcolourbaby.Myeyesareon

youandyoualone,youhavenoreasontobe

jealous.



Shejustclickshertongueandlooksaway.The

flightattendantsappearandIamscaredoftheir

lives.

Me:Uhmcanyoucallthepilotformethenyoucan

goaway.

Them:Yessir

.

.

Pilot:Siryoucalledfor...Luyanda,Luyandaisthat

you?

Icanfeelmybodytenseup.

Her:UhmKyle,Hi.

Him:Wowit’sbeenwhat,tenyear?Youhavegrown



butyoulookevenmorebeautifulthanyoudidback

inschool.

Iclearmythroatandhisattentionisbackyoume.

Thedisrespect.

Him:Imsorry.Youcallsir?

Me:YoucanleaveIforgotwhatIwanted.

HegoesbackandIturntoLulu.

Me:Whowasthat?

Her:JustsomeguyIusedtoknow...

Me:Iknowit’sdeeperthanthat.Whathappened

betweenyoutwo?



Her:Wellhewasmyfirstahhhhguyfriendinschool.

Me:IthoughtIwasyourfirstboyfriend?

Her:Youdon’thavetodatesomethingtoreapthe

benefits...

Me:Wow!

Shekissesmycheek

Her:Greenisn’tyourcolourbaby.Myeyesareon

youandyoualone,youhavenoreasontobe

jealous.

Shelaughsandsipsonhernonalcoholic

champagne



...

Pleasedon’tforgettofollowthispage.Like,

commentandshare
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Luyanda

It’sJuneandIhavebeenmarriedfor2monthsnow.

It’sweirdbeingaddressedtoasMrsMakhanya

becauseitmakesmeseemsooldbutBanziwas



certainlynotgoingtoallowmetokeepmysurname.

TodayVuyoandIareatthefoodmarkettoget

somegroceries.Banziisatworkfixingsomebig

issue.

Vuyo:Wamicanwegeticecreamplease.

Peoplemysonisaprofessionalmanipulator.Vuyo

onlycallsmeWamiwhenhewantssomething,this

childisonegoodemotionalblackmailerandheis

only3.

HeisluckythatisaSaturdaybecauseIwasn’t

goingtogetitforhim.OhyesIputhiminastroller

likeallmummy’swithcrazykidsdo,lol.

Me:Whatflavouroficecreamdoyouwant?



Him:CHOCOLATECHOCOLATECHOCOLATE

Hescreamsandeveryonelooksatus,Ican’thelp

butlaugh.WeorderedandjustasIamaboutto

takeaseatsomeonetapsmyshoulder.

Her:Thato..OhhThatowaka!!

IlookathersoconfusedbecauseIhonestlydon’t

knowthat’sgoingon.JustasIwasabouttotellher

thatIamnotThatoamanappearsandholdsher.

Him:Nkhono(grandma)youjustdisappear,what’s

wrong?

Helooksatmewithsomucharrogance

Him:Nkhonoisthiswomanharassingyou?



Ohnowhedidn’t,ohhechosethewrongone.

Me:Excuseme?Yourgrandmotheristheonethat

c...

Theoldladyjustlaughedandwelookasherlike

sheiscrazy

Nkhono:youtwoarefightingjustlikeyourThato

andThabo!

Ihaveneverbeensoconfused

Me:I’msorrrybutyoumustbeconfusingmefor

someoneelse,Idon’tknowwhoyouare.

Nkhono:Whatisyounamebeautiful?



Me:UhmIamLuyandaMakhanyama,thisismy

sonVuyo

Shejustsmiles

Nkhono:WellthismygrandsonLehlogonoloandI

amTumisangMofokengyour...

“Order532”

Me:That’smynumber,pleaseexcuseme

ItakeVuyoandwewalkaway

Vuyo:Wamiwhowasthat?



Me:Idon’tknowbabybutwhatIdoknowisthatour

icecreamiswaitingforus!

Him:YEEEEEYYYYYYYLET’SGO!!!

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Me:WEARELOSINGMONEYBECAUSEOFYOUR

BLOODYNEGLIGENCE!HOWMANYTIMESDOYOU

WANTMETOTELLYOUTODOYOURJOBRIGHT

ORDOYOUWANTMETODOITFORYOUAND

STILLSIGNACHEQUEINYOURNAMESASWELL.

FUCKDONAVONTHISBETTERBETHELASTTIME

THISSHI...



“DADDDDY!!!”

SwallowmyswearwordswhenIseethelittleguy

runningintomyoffice.Hegetscloseenoughand

jumpsonme.

Me:Heybigguy!Whodidyoucomewith?

Him:IcamewithWamibutsheisstilltalkingto

Danny

Hesaysrollinghiseyes.DannyandVuyohavea

lovehaterelationship,onlywhenDannyhassweets

aretheyfriends.

Me:Donavonleaveus.



Hepracticallyrunsouttomyoffice.Hestopsatthe

doortomakewayformygorgeouswife.Sheisina

tightfitreddress,redsandalsandredlipstick.She

hasonasmileandyoucanseethatherconfidence

isonsteroidstoday.IputVuyodownandshe

comestomeandgivesapeck,reallyLuyandaa

peck?

ShetriestobackawayfrommebutIgrabherass

andpullherclosertome

Me:Vuyocloseyoueyesplease

Helistensandquicklycovershiseyeswithhis

handsthenikissheruntilshemoansinmymouth.

Me:That’showyoukissyourman

Isaywhisperinginherear.



Sheblushesandmovesalwaysfromme.

Me:youcanopenyoureyesnow!

Her:Whatawasteofgoodlipstick

Shesayssittingdownnexttoourson.

Me:Icanbuyyoualipstickfactoryifyouwantbaby!

Her:Mxmyouknowthatisntthepoint

Me:Yeahandyouwouldneverletmedothat.

Her:Ehhhpleasedon’ttrymebecauseIwillturn

intoagolddiggerrightthissecond



IburstintolaughterasIwatchhertrytokeepa

straightfacewhilesayingthat.Sheendsup

laughingwithme.Vuyoistoofocusonhiscartoons

toevenpayattention.

Me:Sowhathavey’allbeenuptotoday?

Shesighsandgetsmorecomfortable.

Her:Wewenttothefoodmarketandgotgroceries

thenwentforicecream.

Me:Icecream,where’smine?

Her:Hayiboyouhavebeenhavingicecreamfor

breakfast,lunchandsupperthesepastfewmonth

sojustrelaxplease.



Idon’tthinkwhybutherwordsmademereally

emotional.Ithinkshecouldtellbecauseshecomes

andsitsonmylap.

Her:I’msorryMnguni.

Ijustnodmyhead

Her:Sowhatdidthedoctorsayaboutyourvomiting?

IlookawaybecauseIdidn’tgo?

Her:Wow,soyouhavebeenworryingmeallweek

aboutyouvomitingandyoucantevengotothe

hospitalwhenIaskyoutoo?

Me:ButSthandwasamiIamfinenow...



Her:Youknowwhat?Fine!DieZwelibanzi,Iwill

raiseyoursonwithawhitemanfromtheCaribbean

withlongerhairandrockhard,dreamyabs!

Shegetsupfrommylapandclickshertongue

Her:Comelet’sgoVuyolwethu.Yourfatherwants

towork.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



IamactuallyreallyangryatZwelibanzi.Hehas

beensickforthepastfewdaysbuteverytimeIsay

let’sgotothehospitalherefusesandgetsangryat

melikeIamcausingthissickness.

Anywaysit’sprettylateintheeveningandBanzi

stillisn’tback.Idon’twanttolie,eventhoughIam

angryathimIwanthimhere.

Iaminthekitchenmakingasnackwhenmyphone

rings.Ican’tansweritbecausemyhandsaren’t

cleanandit’sanunknownnumbersotheycanwait.

Iwasgoingtoignoreitbutthispersonkeepson

callingmesoIansweritbecauseitcouldbean

emergency

Me:Hello?

Him:Damnitwhattookyousolong?



Me:HOLDTHEFUCKUP!Youcallmeandyou

shout?Listenthisphoneisn’ttheoneyoubought

foryoursidechicksolearnrespect!

Him:(sigh)LookI’msorry.

Me:Good!NowwhoamItalkingto?

Him:Uhmisn’tLehlogonolo...

Me:doyouknowhowmanyLehlogonolo’sthereare

onthisplanet?Pleasebespecific

Iwouldhavebeennicetothispersonbutthefact

thatheshoutedatmeisthereasonIamlikethis.

Him:uhmyoumetmeatthemallearliertoday.My

grandmawastalkingtoyou.



Howonearthdidhegetmynumber.

Him:Look,mygrandmaisgoingonaboutyou.

Calmingsheknowsyourfamilyandsheisreallynot

handlingeverythingwellnow.Iknowit’sareachbut

canyoupleasemeetupwithussowecanclearup

theconfusion.

IwanttohanguponhimbutIamalsointerestedin

whattheoldladyhastosay.

Me:Okaywecanmeetbutishastobelaterduring

theweekandinapublicplace.

...

Whoisthisoldwoman?



What’sgoingonwithZweli?

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Luyanda

Iamwokenupbykissesonmyshoulderfrom



behind.Idon’trememberfallingasleepnordoI

rememberBanzicomingtobedbuthisarmsare

wrappedaroundme.Thismanisturningusinto

rabbits,hissexdrivehasbecomeextreme.Iopen

myeyesandseethatthesidelampison,meaning

thatit’sstillnighttimeorweehoursofthemorning.

Heturnsmearoundandkissesme.Itwasso

passionateandlustfulatthesametime.Hishand

goesinsidemytoptobrushmywaistandpullsme

closer.Itrytobreakthekissbuthepecksmylips

andsucksmybottomlip.

Hemakesmelayonmyback,takingoffmytopand

gettingbetweenmylegs.Hestartstokissmyneck

butsoonhislipsareonmynipple.Suckingand

bitingmybreastsmakingmebitmylip.Iclosedmy

eyeswhenIfeelhistongueplayingwithmynipple.I

archedmyback,andmyheadfallsback.Histongue

hasnomercy.Afterawhilehegetsupandtakesoff

hisboxersthenhegetsonthebedandpullsoffmy



panty.Hekneelsinfrontofmeandspreadmylegs

andthewildthoughtcomeintomymind.Iknow

whathewasgoingtodotomeandIgetwetin

anticipation.WellatleastIthoughtIknewwhathe

wasgoingtodo,insteadofhimgoingstraighttomy

cookieheliftsmyleftlegandstartsitslowlylicking

itfrommyanklesup.Justashewasabouttogetto

mycookiehestopsandkissesme.It’snotapeck

it’sasifheismakingalovebiterightnexttomy

pussy.Icaresshisheadthinkingthatthatwillmake

himstopbuthedoesn’t,hetakeshissweettime.He

didn'tevenpreparemeforit.Hefinallygetstomy

cookieandIletoutaloudmoan.Iarchmybackand

holdontothesheetsbecauseheisdrivingme

crazy.Heisn’tgentlebuthealsoisn’trough.His

startsbykissing,lickingandevensoftlybitingthen

histonguegoesinandoutofmycookie.

Ireachedanintenseorgasmmakingmescreammy

lungsout(ThankGodforsoundproofwalls)Itryto

pushhimawayfrommebuthedoesn’tmove.He

licksmeuntilIamcleanthenhecomesuptome



andkissesme,makingmetastemyself.

Iwanthim,scratchthatIneedinsideme.

Him:GoodmorningSthandwasami

Hesayswithabigsmileonhisface

Me:MorningMnguni

WechangedpositionsandIamontopofhim.I

didn’tlethimentermeatfirst.Iliftmybuttsothat

hecouldenterme.Islowlymovedown,purposely

torturinghim.HiseyesgetssmallerbutIdon’t

breakeyecontact.HetriestoholdmebutIholdhis

handsthenIstarttoincreasemypacejustalittle.

Hebiteshisbottomlipashegroans.Steroidsbeing

Steroidsgetsoutofmygripandholdmywaist

tightlythenincreasesmypace.Heholdsmeupand



takefullcontrol.Mymoansonlyignitesomething

insidehimbecausehegoesfasterandevendeeper

makingmescream.

MylegsstarttotrembleandIcantholditanylonger.

Iclosemyeyesandcumamomentlaterhecums.

Hemakesmerestonhischestandkissesmy

forehead.

.

.

Iamwokenupbythemostamazingsmelland

instantlymytummygrumbles.Iputononeof

Banzi’sT-shirtsandgotothebathroomtofreshen

upthenIwalkdownstairs.Icanhearthefatherson

duomakingnoisesoIjustfollowitanditleadsme

tothekitchen.

Vuyo:GoodMorningWami!

Me:Morningbigguyhowareyou?



Vuyo:Ihahsbdndkx

Hesaysstuffinghisface.

Me:A.ahMngunidowetalkwithfoodinourmouths?

Heshockhishead,swallowedthemwipedismouth.

Vuyo:Nomummy.Iamfinethankyou.

Ikissedhisforeheadthenfocusmyattentiononthe

food.

Theymadepancakes,toast,gizzards,sausages,

bacon,grilledtomatoes,worsandsweettea.



Me:Ohthislooksyummy.Mmmmmthankyoufor

orderingbreakfastSthandwasami

Isaidthatknowingverywillthattheycookedallthis

themselves.Banzihasbeenreallyhelpingme

aroundthehouseonweekendsbecauseallthe

helpersaregoneandthishouseistoobigtoclean

onmyownthencookandlookafterthesetwoat

thesametime.

BanziholdsmeinhisarmsfrombehindandIstart

todigin.

Banzi:Wemadeallthisourselfbaby.

Vuyo:Yepallbyourselves

Me:MhmmmImustbethemostspecialmummyin

theworldtohaveyou.Thankyou!



Banzi:YepanythingforyouSthandwasami

Thisalllooksheveanlybutthereisonething

missing...

Me:Banzihowcomeyoudidn’tmakeanyeggs?

Him:OhhItriedbuttheywerespoiltsoIthrewthem

allaway?

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi



Luyandatoldmethatshehasaweirdencounter

withanoldwomanandhergrandsonatthemall

andIjustdon’tfeelalrightaboutitsoIwanttoask

Babaifheknowswhotheyare.

Me:Ntobela

Him:YesMakhanya,haveaseat

BabahasbecomeabitnicertomesinceImarried

his“babygirl”butofcourseheisstilltoughonus.

Him:Youseemedbotheredonthephone,what

wrong?

Me:Eishbabasomethingisnotsittingrightwithme.

(Sigh)SoyesterdayLuyandawasTellingmethat

whenshewasatthefoodmarketwithVuyoshe



wasstoppedbyanoldladycallingherThato.She

tr...

Him:WHAT!?

Icouldseethathewasangrybuthewastryingto

containit.Hesitsbackinhischairandstartsto

clickhispen.

Him:Didshesaytheirnames?

Iclearmythroat

Me:Uhmyes,LehlogonoloandTumisangMofokeng.

It...

Iaminterruptedbymyphoneringing.THANKYOU

JESUS!



Me:Hello

Themba:Manareyoucomingovertowatchthe

gametonight?

Me:What?Whathappened?

Him:Thefuck?

Me:AlrightIamcoming

IcanhearThembalaughingandIamtryingto

containmyselfbecauseBabaisstillangryabout

whatItoldhim

Me:OkayrelaxIamontheway.Giveme20

minutes!



IhangupandIstandup.

Me:EishNtobelaIhavetogo,Thembaneedsme.

Him:Okay.

AssoonasIclosethedoorIhearhimshoutingon

thephone

Him:WHYCANTYOUANDYOURWIFEJUSTSTAY

THEFUCKAWAYFROMMYFAMILY?YOUMADE

YOURBEDALLTHOSEYEARSAGO,NOWLIVE

WITHYOURDECISIONANDLEAVEMYCHILD

ALONE!

.

.

.



.

.

Lehlogonolo

Nkhono:Hlogi,whenaretheycomingover

Me:shesaidwewillmeetinanhour!Don’tworry

wewillbeontime.

Thiswomanhasbeenonmycaseallweekabout

thisLuyandagirl.Ihavenevermetheroreven

heardofherbeforelastweekSaturdaybutnowshe

isallNkhonotalksabout.

Wegothereanhourearlybecausethisoldwoman

isdrivingmeinsane.LuckilyLuyologothereearly

sowealsodidn’twastetime.



Man:Sanbonani

Wegreethimbackandwesitdown.

Luyanda:UhmthisismyhusbandZwelibanzi

Makhanya...

Shesaidtryingtobreaktheawkwardsilence

Nkhono:Wow,it’snicetomeetyouIamMrs

MofokengandthisismygrandsonLehlogonolo

Him:it’snicetomeetyou.

Me:Canwepleasegettothepoint,Nkhonowhyare

wehere.



Nkhonositsinandtakesabeenbreath.

Her:WellUhmmI...IamyourGrandma

Luyanda:What?I’msorrybutyouarenotmy

grandmother.Ihavemeetmygrandmotherbefore.

IamjustasshockedassheisandIcantellthat

sheisreallyannoyedbutshealsotryingnottobe

rude.

Nkhono:LuyandaIamyourmother’smother!

Assoonasshesaysthatherhusbandsitsbackin

disbelief.Myquestioniswhyhavewenevermether

orevenhardofher.Mygrandmaisveryfamily

orientatedbutnowneverhasshementionedhaving

anotherdaughter.



...

Secretswillunravel...
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Luyanda

Nkhono:I...IknowyoumaynotbelievemebutI

haveproof.

Shepicksupherhandbagandtakesoutadiary.



Waititlookssofamiliar.Sheputsonherglasses

andstartstoreadanentry

.

.

Flashback

Kefilwe‘Thato’Mofokeng

Ntate:Lookwhohasfinallycometohersenseand

comehome!Welcomebackbaby

Nothinginhistonewashappyaboutseeingme.

Me:IhavenotcometostaylongnoramIleaving

Vuyo...

Mme:Thenwhat’swrongmybaby,areyouokay?

Youlookpale?



Ismilethebrushflatstomach.

Me:I’malrightmme,let’sjustsayit’soneofthe

sideeffectofmakingyougrandparentsagain...

Mysmilevanisheswhenahotslaplandsonmy

cheek.Icanhearmefathershoutingasmymother

comestomeandholdsmeinherarms.Sheis

cryingwithme.

Mme:ShhhThato,everythingwillbeokay.Stop

cryingnanait’snotgoodforthebaby.

Ntate:GetridofthechildKefilwe!

Mme/Me:WHAT?



Ntate:Yesthechildisonlygoingtobeahindrance...

Me:IamnotgettingridofmychildNtate.How

couldyouevensuggestthat?

Ntate(dad):WakeupandsmellthecoffeeKefilwe!

Youareabeautiful,talentedandintelligentyoung

girlwhocanfineawealthyandwelleducatedman.

Yetyouchoosetobeimpregnatedbyauseless

manwhocan’tevenaffordaroofoverhisheadyet

alonemagadiforyou!

Me:Ntateyoudon’tunderstand,IloveVuyo!

Hefuriouslystandsup

Him:LOVEKEFILWE,LOVE?WHATCOULDYOU

POSSIBLYKNOWABOUTLOVE?YOUARESTILLA

CHILD!



Mme(mom):Ntatecalmdown...

Ntate:Idon’tneedtobecalmtorealisethatmy

daughterissellingherselfshortwiththatthingshe

callsaman.Doyouknowhowharditisformenot

tokillyourightnow?

Ican’teverreplyhimbecauseallofthisisjusttoo

much.Iusedtobemyfather’sgoldenegg,hislittle

princessandnowhetreatsmelikeIamabsolutely

nothingtohim.ThisisallbecauseIfellinlovewith

amanthathedidn’tpickforme.

WiththelittleenergyIhadleftIstoodupand

walkedtothedoor.

Mme:Thatodon’tdothismychild.Don’tgo,wecan

fixthis...



Me:FixitMme?FIXITHOW?

Ntate:WHATEVERTHATSTREETRATTAUGHT

YOUOUTTHEREMUSTNEVERENTERINTOMY

HOUSE.DONTYOUDARERAISEYOURVOICEIN

HEREORATYOURMOTHER.LEAVETHATO,BUT

REMEMBERTHATONCEYOUWALKTHOUGH

THATDOORFRAMEYOUHAVELOSTUSFOREVER.

YOUCANFORGETTHEMOFOKENGSURNAME

ANDALLITSBENEFITS.LEAVETHISHOUSEAND

DONTEVERDREAMOFSTEPPINGYOURFOOT

INTOMYYARD.IPROMISEIWILLKILLYOUAND

YOURENTIREFAMILY.

TosayIamshatteredandconfuseditjustthe

beginning.Iunderstandthatmyfatherneverliked

Vuyobutforhimtoexpectmetokillmychildis

heartless.



IleftmyparentshouseknowingthatIamnever

lookingback.FromtodayonIamanorphan.

Endofflashback

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IamcryinginBanzi’sarmsassheputsdownthe

diaryandtakesoffherglasses.

Her:Ihavereadthisdiarycountlesstimessince

yourfathergaveittous.Ican’tbelieveIchosemy

husband’ssideandlostmybaby.



Me:Didyoueventrylookingforusordidyoualso

justwanthertokillme?

Her:I..Itr...

Me:Youknowwhat?Idon’tevenwanttohearwhat

youhavetosay.Zweliletsgo.

Heholdsmedown

Him:Nowearegoingtolistentowhatshehasto

say

Theaudacity!Ilistentohimbecausehiseyesare

saying‘SityourassdownbeforeIpunishyou’

Me:Fine



Her:Thereisnothingonearththatcancompareto

losingachildLuyanda.Idon’tknowhowmany

hoursIspentlookingforKefilwe.WhenIfinally

foundtheirshackIwastoldthattheyhadmovedto

thecity.LuyandaInevergaveup.Irememberwhen

Ifirstsawyou,Ithinkyouwere6yearsold.I

spottedyouandyourmomatthemallandshetold

metomyfacehowmuchshehatedmefornot

standingupforhere.Fornotbeingthereforher.

Shetoldmethatshedidn’twanttoeverseeme

againandifwekeeplookingforher,herhusband

willopenarestrainingorderagainstus.Ihadto

keepmydistanceLuyanda.Ihonestlydon’tblame

herforthat

Me:Noshit(Imumbled)

Her:butthatdoesmeanIstoppedlovingyouor

wantingarelationshipwithyou.

Shetakesmyhandinhersafterwipinghertears



Her:Luyandapleasejustgivemeachancetodo

rightbyyou.Givemeachancetobeyour

grandmother...

IlookatLehlogonolowhohasbeenquitethiswhole

time.Ican’treadhisfacethough.Helooks

emotionless.ThenIlookbackather.

Me:Pleasejustgivemesometimetoletthisall

marinate.

Her:it’salottotakeinsoIunderstand.Asmuchas

Iwantyoutothinkaboutitpleasedon’ttaketo

muchtime,IwanttospendallthetimeIhavefixing

mywrongs.

Me:Whatareyoudying?



Shechuckles

Her:NohoneyIstillhavealoooonglifeaheadofme.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

WeweredrivinghomewhenLuyandastarted

feelingexcruciatingpain.Ihadtorushhertothe

hospital.

RightnowIamsittinginthewaitingroomworried

sickaboutmywoman.



....

ShouldThato’sparentsbeforgiven?

OhhhhLuyandaisinthehospital?

...

Iamsorryitshort.IwillmakeNextonelonger
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Luyanda

Thedoctorhasmelayingonthebedasshe

examinesmystomachwiththeultrasoundmachine.

Atfirstshewaslookingatthescreamworryand

thathadmeanxiousbutnowshehasasmileonher

face.

Banzi:Doctorwhat’shappeningtomywife.

SheturnsthescreentofaceusandIgettheshock

ofmylife

Dr:WellMrMakhanyaitlookslikeyouaregoingto

beafather...

Shesayswiththebiggestsmileonherface.Iturn

toBanziandhehasthebiggestsmileonhisface



Me:WHAT?

Dr:AndinactualfactMrsMakhanyaisinlaboras

wespeak.

Thesharppaincomesbackagain

Me:Noyou.AHHHHHHHHHHHHH..youjusttoldme

that....thatIampregnantfivesecondsago.It’s

toooearlyformetobeinlabor.ImeanIamnot

evenshowingyethowisthatevenpossible?

Dr:wellMrsMa....

Me:Luyanda...mynameisLuyanda

Dr:Luyandahaveyoueverheardofaphantom



pregnancy?

Me:Ahhhh...Ithinkso,it’slikeyouconvince

yourselfthatyouarepregnantandyourbody

actuallymakesyoulookpregnant,babybumpand

all

Dr:Yes,sometimeswhenawomanwantstobe

pregnant,afterexperiencinganumberof

miscarriages,infertility,orbecauseshejustwantsa

baby,shecouldmisinterpretcertainchangesinher

bodyasaclearsignofherbeingpregnant.

Banzi:Okaybutwhatdoesthathavetodowithus

Me:AHHHHHHHHHH

Banzi:SAYSOMETHING



Shejumpsinfear,Iforgetthatheisn’tasoftyto

everyone

Dr:UhmmmYourwifeisabsolutelyfine.Thoseare

contractions,theyareafewminutesapartwith

meanswestillhaveenoughtimeformetoexplain.

IwanttolaughbutIchoosenotto

Dr:AsIwassaying,Luyandayouaregoingthrough

thecompleteoppositething.Whatwearedealing

withiscalledpregnancydenial,whichisformally

knownascrypticpregnancy.

Me:DoctorIwastoldthatIhadamiscarriage

though

Dr:Luyandayouweremostprobablycarryingtwins

andlostone



Me:Ahhhhhhhhhhh

IamsqueezingBanzi’shadfordearlife

Banzi:I’msorrybutIdon’tunderstand.Ourdoctor

didanultrasoundonthedayofthemiscarriage.

Howwastheotherbabyundetected?

Dr:Thatcouldhavebeencausedbytheabnormal

shapeoftheuterus,orevenatechnicalerrorsinthe

ultrasoundmachine.Allofthatcouldresultinthe

uterusgivingafalsenegativeresult:

Me:Ohhhwow,Ican’tbelieveIdidntknowIwas

pregnant

.

.



.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Her:ahhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Me:BreathSthandwasamiyouralmostthere

ShepullsmetoherwiththecollarofmyT-shirt

Her:YEWENAZWELIBANZIDONTYOUDARETELL

METOBREATHBECAUSEYOUARETHEREASON

THATWEAREINTHISSITUATIONINTHEFIRST

PLACE!



IkisshersweatyforeheadandtellherthatIloveher

becauseIknowshelooovesexjustasmuchasIdo.

Her:DOCTORWHENTHATBABYISOUTIWANT

YOUTOSEWTHATHOLEUP!

Me:HEYHEYHEY.Nooneissewinganythinghere

Dr:don’tworryLuyandaIhaveyourbestinterestat

heart

Ohhhhthat’stheendofme

Afterwantfeltlikealifetimeofhearingand

watchingmybabyscreamandcrywefinallyheard

alittlebabycry.IlookatthelittleguyandIamin

awe



Dr:Daddycomecuttheumbilicalcord..

Igathermyselfandcutthecord.

Dr:Hereisyourlittlebabyboy.

Shesaysgivingournewesteditiontohismother.

Luyandaiscryingandit’shonestlyoneofthemost

beautifulsiteIhaveeverseen.

Her:daddyareyoucrying?

Ididn’tevenrealisethatshewaslookingatme.I

amjustmesmerisedbythelittlemaninherarms.

Me:Me?Crying?InevercrySthandwasami.It’sjust

sweat.



SherollshereyesandpoutsherlipssoIcankiss

her.Thebabyjuststartedcrying

Dr:Ohhhsomeonedoesn’twantanyonekissinghis

mummy.

Wealllaugh

Lulu:Wellfinallysomeoneisonmyteam.Ourfirst

bornturnedagainstme.It’smyturnforapartnerin

crime.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda



IfellasleepinBanzi’sarmsaswewatchedthelittle

onesleep.Iamwokenupbylotsandlotsof

footstepscomingtowardsus.Itrytoignorethem

butIhearmybabycrying.WhenIopenedmyeyesI

seethatourparentsandhereandIamnolongerin

Banzi’sarms.HeisstandingbythedoorwithVuyo

inhisarms

Me:Sanbonani

Isaysittingup.Theygreetmeback

Vuyo:MUMMY!!!!

Me:Hibigguy

Banziputhimonmybed



Him:Mummywhoisthatbaby?

Me:That’syourlittlebrotherVuyo

Him:Brother,really?What’shisnamemummy?

Ilookatmyfamilyandeverythinglookssoclueless.

Banzi:Uhmhedoesn’thaveanameyet

Vuyo:OuououcanInamehimplease?

Baba:Wait...uhhh

Dad:uhmareyousure...



IcanseethateveryoneisworriedbutIdon’twantto

disappointmyson.Godpleasemakethisgood....

Me:OkayVuyowhatnameareyougivinghim?

Vuyo:ohhhhHowaboutZwelethu?

OkayIamshocked,howoldisthischildagain

Mama:Vuyowheredidyougetthatnamefrom?

Vuyo:Gogoit’sanmixtureofmynameanddaddy’s

name.

Wearealllaughingseeminglyamazedbythisname.

Mysonissmartshem.JustasIamabouttoreply

mybabystartstocry



MrsM:thislittleguyishungry,it’stimeforsome

milkmummy.

ShehandshimtomeandIwatchhimlatchingonto

mybreast

Me:HappybirthdayZwelethu

...
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Zwelibanzi

It’sthefirstweekofDecemberandZwelethuis3

monthsoldnow.Hisbigbrotherhascompletely

replacedus,allheevertalksaboutishisZweand

whathewantstodowithhimwhenheisbig.I

honestlythoughtVuyowasgoingtobejealousbut

heisinlovewithhisbrother.Andhetakestheroll

ofbeingabigbrotherveryseriously.

IamofficiallyjustBanziordaddynowbecausethe

littleguytookmy“Zwe”shine.Zwelethuitjustsuch

ahappychild.Heisalwaysgiggleandsmiling,

especiallywhenheiswithornearhismother.Yes,

heisstillterritorialwhenitcomestohismother.

Speakingofhismother,Luyandaisexhaustedbut

doesn’twanttoadmitit.Iamgladthatherexams

areoverandschoolsareclosedbecauseshe’shad

somuchonherplate.Shewouldgotoschoolinthe

morningtill15:45thentheorphanagetomakesure



thateverythingwasinorderandstillmanagesto

takecareoftheboysandcookafeasteverysupper.

Ipromiseyoumywifeisasuperhero.

.

.

It’sFridayafternoonandIamonmywaytothe

Mahlangu’shousewithEmihleandtheboys.They

aretakingthemfortheweekend.WhichmeansIget

tospoilmywomanthisweekend.

BabaandMamahavemovedintoanewandbigger

housewhichisaonelevelhouse.Ithas7

bedrooms,9andahalfbathrooms,aformallounge,

pyjamalounge,astudyandanopenplankitchen

anddiningroom.

OhIforgottomentionthatBabaandMamagot

marriedamonthago.Mamadidn’twantabigover

thetopweddingsotheyjustwenttocourtthenwe



haddinnerattheirnewhouse.

WhenIgotthere,ifoundthemsittingintheoutside

sittingareaneartheswimmingpool.

Me:SanbonanibaMntungwa(greetings

Mntungwa’s)

Baba:YesMakhanya

Mama:Heyson,howareyou?

Emi/Vuyo:GOGO!!!

Shelaughsasshepicksthemup,puttingthemon

herlapandcompletelyforgettingme.Babatakes

ZwefrommeandthenleadsustotheLounge

inside.



Hepoursussomejuicethensitsinthechairs

oppositeme.

Baba:Towhatdoweowethismorning’svisit?By

thesoundofyourvoiceearlier,somethingiswrong.

Thismanisjustsostraighttothepoint.Which

makesmeabitnervousaboutwhatIwanttotalk

youhimabout.Ipauseforfewsecondstryingto

findtherightwords

Me:Babathereissomethingthathasbeen

botheringLuyandaforafewmonthsnowandIwant

toresolveitonceandforall

Hehasaworriedlookonhisfacenow

Him:What’sgoingon?



Me:UhmThedayZwewasbornweactuallyonour

waybackhomefrommeetingtheMofokeng’s.

Icanseetheangerinhisface.

Me:UhmNkhonoMofokengactuallygaveLuyanda

hermother’sdiary.

TjoIseethismanstarttoclinchhisfists,ohhGet

meoutofhere!

Me:BabathethingisIcantellthatshewantsa

relationshipwithhermother’sfamilybutsheis

afraidthatifshereachesouttothemshewillanger

orevenloseyou.

Him:LookZwelibanzi,Ipersonallydon’tlikethose

people.Ihadtostayawakecountlessofhours,



whenmywifewaspregnant,asshecriedforher

family.Hermissingherfamilyandwantingthem

aroundwereastheywantednothingtodowithus.

Hersiblingsallturnedtheirbacksonherall

becauseofthefactthatIwaspoor.SoIstoodby

mywife’sdecisiontokeepLuyandaawayfrom

them.

Me:IunderstandwhereyouarecomingfromBaba,

trustmeIdo.Thethingis,Iknowthatshehasso

manyquestionsthatcanonlybeansweredthem.

ShethinksthisisallherfaultBaba.Pleasegiveher

yourblessingstogetclosure.

Him:Ifthat’swhatshewantsIwon’tstandinher

way

.

.

.

.



.

.

Luyanda

Him:WhyareyousoadamantonthefactthatI

haveawomansis?

Me:WellbecauseyouareneveravailablewhenI

callyouatnightandIhavetobookanappointment

tocometoyourhouseLuyolo.Whoelseislikethat

unlesstheyarehidingsomething

Him:Lookforthelasttime,Idon’tdorelationships.

SureIfuckaroundbutthatdoesn’tmeanthatIwant

arelationship,y’allareamissionandahalf

Me:Soyouareokaywithjustleadinggirlson?



Him:LuyandaIamnotleadinganyoneon.Thegirls

amwithknowthatIdon’twantarelationshipwith

them.IftheycatchfeelingsIjuststepaway.It’sas

simpleasthat

MybrotherandIdon’tseeeyetoeyewiththeway

heliveshislife.Ijustdon’twantoneofthegirlshe

issleepingwithgettingpsychoticandharminghim

andEmihle.

WeareinmykitchenchattingawayasImake

supper.Theguyhasbeenscarcethesedayswith

work.Heactuallyboughtouthispartnersonowhe

isofficiallytheownerandCEOofNtobelaQuantity

Surveyors.OfcourseIamsoproudofhim.

Mymanwalksinandmyclittwitches.Heislooking

allsortofsexytoday.Heisinbrowntightfitformal

pants,atightshortsleeveblackshirtwithafew



buttonsdownandblackloafers.Thenhetopsitall

withagoldchain.Hisarmtattoosareondisplay

today.

Hecomesovertomeandkissesmeonmyneck

frombehindmakingmegiggle.

Me:Hibaby

Banzi:Mylove

Hesaysstillleavingwetkissesdownmyneck

Luyolo:HEYHEYHEYIAMSTILLHERE

Banzilooksathimbutdoesn’tletmeoutofhis

arms



Banzi:Whatareyoudoinginmyhousewena?

Him:IcametoseemySISTER

Banzi:Ican’tstopkissingmyWIFEbecauseofyou

Theygiveeachotherthisintenselookforafew

secondsthentheylaughandgreeteachother.The

bromancethiswholeganghasgoingonis

annoyingattimes.Theyevengototheextenttoa

specifichandshake.

Luyolo:letmebeonmyway.SisIloveyou

Me:Whatno,Ithoughtyouwherestayingfordinner!

Him:Eish...uhmmm



Banzi:Sthandwasamiit’saFridaynightdinneryou

knowwhatthatmeans.Pleasedon’tbeacock

blocker.

Iturnandlookathimwithafrownonmyface.

Me:IamacookblockerZwelibanzi

Luyolo:Ehehehletmeleavebeforeshithitsthefan.

Hesaysgrabbingapieceofmeatandrunningout.

.

.

It’s19:46andIjustgotoutoftheshowerwhenI

hearBanzilettingsomeoneintothehouse:who

visitspeopleatthistime?

IquicklygetdressedasfastasIcanandgogreet.I



decidedtojustwearanightrobebecauseits

rainingheavily.Iwalkdownstairsandfollowthe

noise.

Him:Dumelasetloholosaka(hellomygrandchild).

MySesothoisnotthatbadbecauseKaraboandLee

teachesmesomestuffhereandthere.Igreetthem

backandgiveBanzithe“Iamgoingtokillyoufor

this”look

...
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Luyanda

Him:Dumelasetloholosaka(hellomygrandchild).

Me:Sanbonani

IsaysittingnexttoBanzi.

Nkhono:UhmLuyandathisismyhusbandLefa

Mofokeng.Heisyourmother’sfather.

Me:OhHelloNtateMofokeng



IsaywithmyZuluaccent

Banziholdsmyhandandturnstofaceme.

Me:Zwelibanziwhat’sgoingonhere

Isayalmostwhispering

Him:SthandwasamiIaskedyourgrandpare..

Me:TheMofokengs

Him:YestheMofokengstocomeoverandreally

explainwhathappened.Iknowthatyoureading

yourmother’sdiaryhasaffectedyoubadlyandyou

wantanswers.SoIwantedyoutotalktothemso

thatwecangettheclosureyouneed.



Wellthatputsmeonthespot

Me:Justthinkingaboutmymother’sdiaryis

actuallydepressing.Toreadallthepainthatshe

feltallbecauseshefellpregnantwithme.Howyou

turnedonyourchildandyetshelovedand

respectedyousomuch.Idon’tknowhowshestill

treatedmewithunconditionallovewhenallIdid

wastakeawaythepeoplethatsheloved.

Ntate:Thatohadabrightfutureaheadofher,allI

wastryingtodowastomakeherrealisehowmuch

potentialshehad.Iwa...

Me:Don’tyourealisehowselfishyouwerebeing,

thebothofyou.Youletachildthatyoucarriedfor

ninemonths,clothed,lovedandprotectedforyears

walkoutthedoorpregnantandalone!You

abandonedyourownfleshandbloodbecauseyou



didn’tlikethemanshefellinlovewith?

Nkhonoiscryinguncontrollably

Her:wearesorrywefailedyoumybaby

Me:No,youdidn’tfailme,youjustdisappointedme

yesbutthetruthofthematterisyoufailedyour

daughter.

Ntate:Iknow.Trustme,Iamashamedofmyself.I

madeamistakethathashauntedmeforyearsand

willcontinuetohauntme.WhatIdidwasstupid

andmyconsciencewasblindedbypride.Pleasetry

tounderstandthatnooneisperfect,wearefarfrom

perfectbutonethingsforsureLuyanda,your

grandmotherandIloveyouwaymorethanyou

couldunderstandandweneedyoudesperately.

Ihavebeensostrongthroughoutthiswhole

conversationthatit’sevenshocksme.Ican’t



believeit,Ihaven’tevenshedatear.Iaskedmyself

howmymomwouldfeelaboutmeforgivingthem

butIcannevergetananswerfromher.Theballis

inmycourt

Me:Lookattheendofthedaythisisn’tmybattleto

fight,yesImayhavebeenthestrawthatbrokethe

camelsbackbutattheendofthedayIdon’tknow

you.Youdidnothingtomebecauseyouhavenever

evenmetme.Ihavemademypeacewithyou.Of

courseitwilltakesometimetogetusedtohaving

youaroundbutitwillhappen...

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi



It’sSaturdaymorningandIaminthebedalone.Isit

upstraightandcanhearLuyandagettingintothe

bathtub.Sheonlyusesthebathroomwhenshe

wantstoreleaseherstressbutonusualdaysshe

showers.

JustasIamabouttogetoutofbedmyphonerings

andit’sThemba

Me:Bro?

Him:ComeoverwithMakoti.Thendoishostinga

braai

Me:Eishwehaveplans...

Him:ZwelibanziweallknowthatyouwantLuyanda

stucktoyourhipeverysecondofthedaybutcan



youbeagoodchildandjustSHARE!!!!!!Youwill

shaglaterman!

Ilaughknowingverywellthathewasgoingtosay

that.Whenwearealltogethertheladiesneverwant

mearoundmywomanbecauseapparentlyIamtoo

touchybutinallhonestytheyjustwanthertocook

forthem.Icantblamethemthoughbecausethat

womanhasusallunderherspell.

WhenIamdonewiththecallItakeoffallmy

clothesandwalktothebathroom.IfindLulusitting

inthewater,starringatthewall.Igentlymoveher

forwardandgetinbehindherthenbeinghertomy

chest.

Her:GoodmorningMnguni

Me:sawubonaSthandwasami.What’sonyour

mind?



Shesighs

Her:Ihavejustbeenimagininghowmylifewould

havebeenifIhadmymotheraround!

Me:Youmissherdon’tyou?

Her:YeahbutIknowthatifitwasn’tforherpassing

Iwouldn’thavemetyou.

Me:Whatmakesyousaythat?

Her:WellIwouldn’thavebeenallowedtogetajob

becausemymotherwasagainstmeworkingbefore

gettingmydegree.Iwouldn’thaveevenlookedin

yourdirectionbecausewearefromdifferentworlds.

Althoughit’shurtssometimesIamhappywithhow

mylife.



Turnedout.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

MygirlsandIaresittingonthepoolchairschatting

upastormwhileourmenaremakingusfood.Yes

weboycottedcookingforthemtoday,wedeservea

break.Justasourconversationwasgettingjuicy

Luyolowalksinwithsomegirlthatlookslikeshe

cameoutofEmihle’sdollhouse.Sheisinatiny

nudelatexbikinitop,supertightshortsandheels.

Youcantellshehashadalotdone,herass,breast

amsuresheeventookoutafewribsforthetiny

waist.



Him:ladies...

Us:Hi/mhmmm/sho

Thami:HayiboLuyolo,whoisthisinmyhouse?

Heclearsthenwrapshisarmsaroundherwaist

Him:LadiesthisismyfriendRoxy,Roxytheseare

mysistersLuyanda,Enhle,Lerato,Phiwaandthe

ladyofthehouseThami

Her:Heeeeeeey

Shesaysawithahighpitchedvoice



WowIdidn’tthinkthiswasmybrother’stype.

Him:Babyhaveasethereandletmegototheguys

HewalksawayandshesitesnexttoPhiwa

Lee:Okaybacktoseriousbusiness.Weneedtogo

weddingdressshopping...

Weallareexcitedforherwedding

Enhle:okaywhatcolourareourdressesgoingtobe?

Lee:Iwasthinkingdarkgreen...

Roxy:Ohhhnoothatcolourwillnotbeflatteringfor

someofyourcomplexionsandyoudon’twantthem

messingupyourdayBoo...



Noooooshedidn’t.Ichuckleabitbutweletitside...

Phiwa:OkkkayyyyLeeareyougoingforthe

traditionalwhiteorareyoumixingitupwith

creammmmm...

Lee:WellIwasactuallythinkingofwearingbla...

Phiwa:YOUARENOTWEARINGBLACKTOYOUR

OWNWEDDINGLERATO!!

Lee:Idon’tunderstandwhyyouarebeingso

difficult.Thecolorissliming!

Roxy:Wellyoudon’tJUSTneedaslimingcolourto

fixallthat.Iknowanamazingplasticsurgeonyou

know



Ohhweknowyoudo,Isaidinmyhead.

WeallwentsilentthenoutofnowhereLeratojumps

ontoRoxy.SheisslappingherandRoxy’swiggoes

flying.MyKasifriendisdoingthemost!

UsladiesaretrytoseparatethembutLeeisstrong.

FinallytheguyscomeandgetLeeoffRoxy

Me:LUYOLOYOUBETTERGETTHATTRASHOUT

OFHERE!

Iamlivid.Banzicomestomeandholdsmyface

makingmelookathim

Him:AreyoualrightSthandwasami?



HisvoiceinstantlyclamsmedownandInodmy

head.HepullsawayfromhisandIseethatLuyolo

andRoxyareleavingandViweiscalmingLeedown.

Phiwaclapsoncegrabbingourattention

Her:Yeah,youcantakethegirloutoftheghetto...

...

Ihopey’allenjoyedthisinsert

Please,comment,comment,comment,comment

,likeandshare
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Luyolo

3yearslaterandit’sgonebylikeaweek.Ican’t

believehowcloseourfamilyhasbecome.Mama

treatsusalllikeherownandonewouldswear

Enhle,LuyandaandIgrewuptogetherbeforewe

becamesoclose.

Thewholegangismarriednow,wellexpectmeof

course.Don’tworrythoughRoxyandIhaven’t

linkedupsincethatdayatThendo’shouse,the

ladiesmadesureofthat.Hey,Ican’tcomplain

becauseshewasanexpensebutIhavenever

broughtanyoneofmyfriendstomeetthem

becauseofthatday.



Letmegiveyouallasummaryofourlivesduring

the3years:

MrandMrsTau(KaraboandPhiwa)alsoknownas

ourcomputergeekcouplearedoinggreatfor

themselves.TheyhaveanITcompanytogether

whichisoneofthebestinnotjustthecitybutinthe

country.OhtheirtwindaughtersLesediandNaledi

(age4)thearecutebutdeadly.Theyarethemost

activelittlekidseverandifyouwantcleanwalls

youbetterhideallpens,pencils,chalkandpaint

awayfromthem.

MrandMrsNdlovu(ThendoandThami)Thendo

quithisjobatamajorhospitaltoopenclinicsin

ruralareas.It’sallthankstoThami’sgreatinfluence

andherPublicRelationsdegreethathisclinicsare

gettingsomanysponsorship.Theyareplanningon

havingkidsnowthattheyaredoingwellinthere

careers.



MrandMrsMakhanya(ThembaandEnhle)Themba

leftMnguniHouseandstartedhisownAccounting

firmwhichofcourseiscontrollingallofour

businessandpersonalaccountsaswellasmany

morehighendclients.Enhleisahighlyrespected

andfearedlawyer.StillnokidsyetbutIam

suspectingsomethingthere.

MrandMrsZulu(SiviweandLerato)ourasylum

escapees.Yepstillascrazyasever.Leeisheadof

HRatNtobelaElectrics(Baba’scompany)whereas

BabaistryingtosellhiscompanytoViwewhoisan

electricalengineeraswell.Babaknowverywellthat

noneofusareinterestedintakingoverhis

businesssoitsinhisbestinteresttosellittoViwe

thenretirewithourgorgeousnurseofamother.Oh

Leeisalsoheavilypregnantandhasturnedontoa

dragonlady,andbutdoesshespitesfire.Isuggest

thatyoustayonhergoodside.

MrandMrsMakhanya(ZwelibanziandLuyanda)



ourconjointlovers.Thosetwoarestillgoingon

strongohandyesLulustillblushesatthesightof

Banzi.Icantellthattheyarereallyinlove.Withtheir

careers,infactLuluisgraduatingnextweekend.

Vuyois6nowandZweis3.Vuyohasbecomethe

Grade1CasanovaifyouaskmebutEmihleisstill

hisbestfriend.

Thenthereisme,MrMahlangu.Stillverymucha

bachelorandNOIamnotlookingforlove,atall.

EmihleandIhaveanamazingbondandsheisso

maturedforherage(6).Ihavetriedlookingformy

motherbutwhenIfoundhersheblatantlytoldme

sheishappywithherlifeandcertainlydoesn’tneed

anyofmyhandouts.Iamstillrunningmybusiness

andamgoingreallywellformyself.Iflovewants

meitknowsweretofindme.

.

.

.

.



.

.

Luyanda

Iwasjustabouttoshutmyeyesforadaytimenap

whenmyphonerings

Me:mhmmmm

Lee:LuyandaMakhanyawhereareyou?

Sheaskedangrily,Uhmokay?

Me:HellotoyoutoMrsZulu,Iamgreattoothank

youforasking...

Her:Luuu....LUYANDAYOU...YOUPROMISEDME

ON...ONEOFTHOSEMEATPLAT...PLATTERS....



Canthisgirljustgivebirthalready!Iamtiredof

makingherfoodcontinuously.Fromthedaywe

foundoutthatshewaspregnantIbecameher

personalchef.Ideliverprecookedmicrowavefood

thatImakeforhereveryweek.

Me:Babydon’tcryIampackingeverythingintothe

car.

Lee:Ple...pleasecomeLulu,Viwele...leftmealone

an...andIamsoooweakandhungry.Thisbabyis

goingtostarteatingme...

Hercryingisactuallyhurtingme.Leratoisa

professionalemotionalblackmailerItellyou.Iam

stillonlylettingallthisslidebecausesheishaving

suchadifficultpregnancybecauseofherhealth.I

don’twanttobethereasonsomethingbadhappens

toher.



Me:Pleasedon’tcryChomi,Iamonthewayjust

holdon

Her:Ahhh...ooo...okay

WhenIgettoherhousesheisperfectlyfine.Infact

shewasmakingherowntiramisu.Icantellthatshe

hasn’tseenme,yesIhavemyownkey,wealldo.

Me:OhhhLulu,Iamsickandhungry...

Istartleher,mockinghercries.Shelaughsthen

wipesherhandsandhugsme.

Her:Iflifesaverwasaperson,youwouldbethat

person



ShesayscuttingasliceofthetiramisuthatI

broughtforher.

Seethatshejustuseherpregnancyasanexcuseto

getmeovertobingewatchhercrazyseriesand

somegirltalk.Iwon’tlie,Ididmisswhenitwasjust

usandouronlyproblemwas“pizzaandamovieor

dinnerdate?”.Ineededthisbreak,itwasjustusand

agoodtiramisu

.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi



IamsittinginmyofficeatworkwhenIgetaphone

callwhenIcheckwhoitcouldbeIseethatitis

VuyoandEmihle’sschool.Ialreadyknowwhatthey

want.

Seejustbeforethebeginningoffirsttermbreakwe

werecalledintoschoolbytheprincipal.Apparently

theyhadsomethingtotalktousabout.Iremember

howworriedthethreeofuswhereintheprincipal’s

officewonderingwhatour6yearoldscouldhave

possiblydonetolandushere.Onlytofindoutthat

theywantedtopromotethemtothenextgradeyet

again.Imagine6yearsoldsingrade2.Ofcourseto

y’allitseemsgoodbutthinkofitthisway,their

classmateswillallbe2yearsolderthanthem.

Ofcourselikeanyconcernedmother,Luyanda

grilledtheteachersandtheprincipalwithquestions.

Thenfinallyweallagreedthatitwouldbeagood

idea.SostartingfromnextweekTuesdayEmihle

andVuyowillbe“Secondgraders”.Wowthat



makesmefeelold

Me:Hello?

Her:Hellosir,AmIspeaktoMrMakhanya?

Me:Yes.Thisishe

Her:HelloMrMakhanya,youarespeakingtoMiss

SedibefromSaintClairAcademy...

Me:YesMa’am,howcanIhelpyou?

Her:SirIwillliketoconfirmthatyouandyourwife

aregoingtobecomingtothe“Parent,Teacher

meeting”onMondayalongwithMrMahlangu?

Me:UnfortunatelymywifeandIwillnotbeavailable



thatdaybutIcanguaranteethatmybrother,Mr

Mahlangu,willattendonourbehalf.

Her:UhmmMrMakhanyathatisunfortunatebutI

willmakesureIsendyouandyourwifenoteson

ourmeetingjustincaseyoubrothermissesany

importantdetailsofourmeeting.

WesayourgoodbyesandIgetbacktowork.Less

than15minuteslatermywifecallsme.

Me:Sthandwasami?

Shelaughs

Her:BabywhatisthisIherefromMsSedibe,Vuyo’s

newteacher,thatwewillbeawayandwon’tbeable

toattendthemeetingonMonday.



Wownewstravelsfast.Ilaughaswell

Me:It’sabouttimeIgetLuyolobackformakingme

sitthroughthoseparentsteachermeetingalone.He

mustsufferabit.

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:35] :Thecook,hissoulmate.
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Luyolo



IhavejustgottentoSaintClairAcademyformy

meetingwiththechildren'snewteacher.It's14:40

whichmeanstheprimaryschoolisalreadyoutof

classnowandmostofthemareevenathome.My

meetingwithMissSedibeisat15:00butasusualI

amearly.

Me:excuseme...

Isaytoachildthatwaswalkinginthepassage

Her:Goodafternoonsir,howcanIhelpyou

Shesayswithasmileonherface.Sheisdark

skinnedandverythin.Shelooks11or12yearsold.

Herschooluniformiswashoutandyoucansee

sheisn'tasprivilegeastherestofthechildrenthat

gotothisschool.



Me:CanyoupleasedirectmetoMissSedibe's

class?

Her:Sure,justfollowme

Ifollowherbutafterawhileshestoppedthenturns

tome

Her:Sir,IhavetorushtoclassbutMissSedibe's

classisthethirddoordownthehall

Me:That'salright,Thankyou.What'syourname?

Her:MynameisBuhleKunene

Ireachintomypocketthengiveher500.Shelooks

atmeconfused



Me:WellitwasnicetomeetyouBuhle

Her:Sirdidyouneedsomethingfromthetuckshop?

Ican'tgoforyoubutIcanasksom...

Me:Noit'sforyou

Her:ThankyousirbutIcan'ttakemoneyfromyou.

Idon'tneedit..

Me:Thankyouforhelpingme

IsayputtingitinherhandthenIwalkawayfrom

herbecauseIamnottakingbackthemoney.Iget

tothedoorwritten

“ShhhhMissSisteaching”



Ichuckleandknockonthedoor

“Comein”

Igetinandclosethedoor.WhenIturnaroundIsee

8eyeslookingatmeconfused.

Me:Hi,sorryImustbeinthewrongroom...

Theteacherwalksovertome

Her:MaybeIcanhelp,areyoulookingfor

something?

Me:IamlookingforMissSedibe..



Her:MrMahlangu?

Sheaskswithoneeyebrowraised,Inod

Her:Wellyouareintherightplace.

SheextendedherhandandIshakeit.Hersmilemy

goodness

Her:It’snicetomeetyou.YouareabitearlybutI

amwrappingupherethenIwillgetbacktoyou.Do

youmindsittingbymydeskwhileyouwait?

Me:Uhmsure,takeyourtime...

Shegiggles

Her:AhcanIhavemyhandbackplease



Shesayswhispering.

Me:UhmmmRight...Iwillbeatyourdesk.

Ireplyembarrassed.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Banzi:Whataday!

Hesaysputtinghislaptopbagandkeysonthe

counter.Shamemybabylookssoexhausted.Iwipe



myhands,takeoffmyapronthenwalkovertohim.

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckandkisshim.He

smilesandgripsmyass.Herespondspassionately

makingmemoaninhismouth.Thingsgetrather

intenseandIamsoakingwetnow.Hegroansinmy

mouthasIpressmyselfonhisnowhardself.Just

asIamtakinghistieoff,Ihear...

Zwe:DADALEAVEWAMI!!!!

IinstantlypushanyfromBanzibutheholdsonto

myhand

Banzi:Youowedmeforthis

Thenheputsmyhandonhisbulge.Ijustswallow

hardnotknowingwhattodo.Heturnsaroundthen

picksupZwelethuandtheystartedgigglingand



chattingastheywalkupstairs.Leavingmealone

bitingmylips,tryinghardtocomposemyself.

.

.

Afterbathingandputtingthekidswearebothtired

Me:Ineedaloooongsteamyshower!

Isayyawning,Banzichucklesandnodshishead

Him:Iagreewithyouonthatone.Letmegostart

thewater.

Hesaystakingofhisclothes.Icopyhim,Iguess

weareshoweringtogether.

Afterbrushingourteethhetakesmyhandand

helpsmegetintotheshower.Hetakehisloofah



andputsitinmyhandthenpoursshowergelonit

andheturnsaround.Irollmyeyesandsmilethen

washhisbody,nothingsexual.WhenIamdonehe

rinsesthentakesmyloofahandpouredmyshower

gelonit.Iturnaroundandhewashesmyback,

slowlyandveryseductively.Hemakesmefacehim

thenmovestheloofahtomyarmsmakingsurenot

tomissaspot.Whenheisdonewithmyarmshe

movesbacktomychest.Hedropstheloofah,at

firstIthoughtitwasamistakebutthenhestartsto

brushagainstmynippleswithhishands.Hestarts

pinchingthemandIknowtheinnocenceofthis

showerisgone.

Hemoveshishandfrommybreastandslowly

movesdownmystomach,thenfurtherdowntomy

cookie.IputmyheadonhischestthenIletouta

littlemoan.Heslowlymassagesmyclit,makingme

needhimmoreandmore.

Iopenmyeyesandseethatheisrockhard.Perfect,



Icantakesomecontrol.Itakehiminmyhandand

slowlystarttoplaywithhim.Hisfingersworkstheir

magiconmyclit.Althoughheistorturingmeby

movinghisfingersslowly,Iamnotcomplaining

becauseIamlovingeverymomentofit.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

AfterweapplylotionIseethatsheisabouttoput

onhernightdress.IGrabitfromherhandsandI

hearhergaspasIthrowitacrosstheroom.Ihold

ontoherwaistandsmile

Me:Youdidn’treallythingthatIforgotaboutwhat



youdidtomewhenIgothome,didyou?

Shelooksatmeindisbeliefmakingmechuckle

Me:Theshowerwasjustapreview

IliftherupthenmovetothebedAndlayherdown

onit.IplaceherarmsaboveherheadthenIstart

leavewetkissesfromhernecktoherbreasts.I

suckandbiteonherbreastmakingsuretoleavemy

mark.Imovedowntohercookie,hermoansget

louder.Iputmylipsinbetweenherlegsandtaste

mygoods,yesIsaidit"MYGOODS".Shearchesher

backasIstarttolickandsuckonher.Unexpectedly

Istartfingerlingher.Justassheisabouttocum.

Her:Ahhhhhhfuck!

Me:NotsofastSthandwaSami



Ispreadherlegswideslowlyenteringhermaking

suretobegentle.AtfirstIwasmovingslowlybut

themIstartthrustingharderandfasterbecauseshe

isjustsotight.Sheisdigginghernailsintomyback

andscreaming.It'sagoodthingthatwehave

soundproofwallsbecausethekidswouldbe

rushingintotheroom.Afterafewmorestrokeswe

cumsimultaneously.Shescreamsoutmyname

andIdotoo.

...

IsLuyolocrushinginMissS?

IforgottosayPG18

Pleaselike,commentandshare



[10/29,17:35] :Thecook,hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert49

Zwelibanzi

It'sthedaybeforeLuyanda'sgraduationandboy

andI'mwornout.Ihavebeenrunningupanddown

likeaheadlesschickenalldaytryingtodolast

minutetouchupsforthegraduationdinner.Ijust

gothomefromthevenuewherewearegoingto

havethedinnerandDannywasscreamingatthe

peopledoingthedecorations.Iactuallyfeelsorry

forthembecauseDannyspitsvenomwhenheisin

chargeofthings.Ofcourseit'shiseventscompany,

everymanhasasidehustle.



Igrababeerandsomepretzelthengotomycave

towatchsomesport.JustasIwasgettingsettledI

getanotificationinmyphonethatsomeonejust

openedthegatethenIgetacallfrommywife

Me:SthandwaSami?

Her:Babycanyoupleasecomehelpuswiththe

plastics?Yourkidsaredrivingmeinsane

IsighbecauseIamsoexhaustedbutofcourseI

havetohelpher.

Me:OkayIamcoming...

WhenIgetoutsideIamconfusedbecausethereare

twoblackcarsparkedinfromofthegarageandI

don'tknowwhotheybelongto.Tomakematters

worsetheyweren’therewhenIgothome.



AllthewindowsofthecarsaretintedsoIcan'tsee

whoisinside.Idecidedtowalktothecarandsee

whoisinside.JustasIwasabouttogetthereIsee

thebackwindowofthenearestcaropening...

Them:DADDY!!!!

Me:Kids?

OkaynowIamextremelyconfused.Iwasaboutto

talkwhenmywifecomesout.Damnsheinstantly

makesmehard.Sheisintightformalredpants,a

redcorsettopandredheels.Shegotherhairdone

aswell,it'sashoulderlengthweave.Sheiswearing

alittlebitofmakeupandofcourseredlipstick.

ShecomesandhugsmebutamstillconfusedsoI

don'thugherback.



Me:MaMnguniwhat'sgoingon?Whathappenedto

yourcar?Who'sc...

Sheshutsmeupwithapeckthenwipeshere

lipstickoffmylips

Her:Onequestionatatimebaby...

Shegrabsmyhandandpullsmetowardsthecars

butIresist.Thensheturnstome.

Me:IwantanswersLuyandaMakhanya

Her:WhathappenedtoMaMnguni?

Me:RightLuyanda



Isayfirmly.SherollshereyesandIsqueezeher

hand.SheknowIhateitwhenshedoesthistome.

Shesighs

Her:Fiiiiiine...

Me:Talk!

Her:Okay.Igotyouthisasatokenofappreciation

Mnguni.Youheldmyhandthroughtherestless

nightswithVuyolwethu,Baba'scomingbackfrom

thedead,thekidnapping,themiscarriage,learning

thatIhaveabrother,thelabourpainsfromhell

WelaughandIwipehertears

Her:Babyyouhavebeennothingbutanexceptional

partnertome.Banziyourhavetaughtmesomuch

andweretheretohelpmegetupwheneverIfell.



Youtaughtmehowtonevergiveupandtoconquer

everyopticalthatcomesmyway.Thisismygiftto

youtosaythankyouandIloveyou...

Iamlostforwords.Shegotmeacar!Notjustany

areshegotmeablackGWagoninallit'sglory.I

cantellthatshewentalloutbecauseithasallthe

extras.It'sapurebeastItellyou.

IgrabherintomyarmsandIkisshermakingsure

shecanfeelthatIamgrateful.Igrabherass

makingsureshefeelsmybulge.Afterafewmoans

shepullsawayfrommeandclearsherthroat

Her:wearenotalonerememberhere...shepointat

thekidswithherhead.

Iseethemrunningaroundtheyard.



Thenshegrabsontomybulge.IjumpbecauseI

wasntexpectthat.Ilookatherandsheisbitingher

bottomlip

Her:Wewillpickupwherewedroppedofflater

tonight.

Shewinksatmeandwalksaway.OhIhavecreated

amonsterandIamenjoyingeveryinchofher.

Me:Butbabywhyaretheytwooftheexactsame

carsthough

Her:Hayibobabyyouwanttohaveallthenice

thingsforyourself.TjosiesZwelibanzi!!

Shewalksawaydramaticallyleavingmeinstitches.



Igotomynewbabyandcheckouttheinterioran

it’sallblack.Mybabywentalloutshame,sheeven

gotblackrims.Thecarsareidenticalontheoutside.

TheonlydifferenceisLuyanda’sseatsarered.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Her:LuyandaMakhanya,BAinChildPsychology

TearsrolldownmycheeksasIwalkacrossthe

stage.Icanhearmyfamilycheeringandululating,

makingmefeelevenmoreanxious.Ican'tbelieve

thatallmyhardwork,latenightsandthehoursI

spentawayfrommyfamilyhasfinallypaidoff.Iam



finallydonewithschool,fornow.Thegirlhas2

sashesonnow,thefirstoneisfrommyBAin

CulinaryArtsandonefrommyBAinChild

Psychology.

WhentheceremonyisoverItakeoffmygownoff

butleavemysasheson.Igetoutofthehalland

lookforthefamily.Iseethemgatheredbythecars.

Babaspotsmefirstandspreadshisarmswide.I

literallyjumpintohisarms,Babaworksoutsoheis

morethancapabletocatchme.WetightlyhugandI

canfeelmyshouldergettingwet.Heiscryingand

thatignitesmytears

Baba:IamsoproudofyouLuyandawamiandI

knowyourmotherissmilingdownonyouwithpride

writtenalloverherface.

Me:I...loveyousomuchBaba



Baba:Iloveyouevenmorenkosazanayami(my

princess)

Mama:HayiboBabasharethegirlwithus!

Theyalllaughandwebreakourhug,wellnotbefore

hekissthetopofmyhead.

.

.

Me:AwwwwDannyyououtdidyourself...

Isaylookingatmyselfinthemirror,withtearsin

myeyes.Iamwearingablackmermaiddressthat

iscoveredwithsequins.Honeyalltheassetsare

shownoff

Danny:WhenhaveInotoutdonemyselfboo!



Igiggle,wipingmytears

Banzi:Heyheyheywearetiredofseeingyourtears.

Youareanuglycrierman,stop!

Iturnaroundandwatchhimwalkintomyhotel

room..Heisinblackslimefitformalpantanda

crispwhiteshirtwithafewbutton

undoneandthegoldchainIgothimforhisbirthday.

Asusualhisbeardisniceandclean.

WhenheiscloserenoughIsmackhisshoulderand

helaughs.

Me:Thankyoubaby

Him:YourdeservesthisandmuchmoreSthandwa

Sami



Hesayskissingmyforehead.Thenhetakesmy

hand.

Him:Nowcome,wehaveguestswaitingforus.

.

.

Weareonthedancefloordancingthenightaway.

Theparentsaregoneandsoarethechildrenso

nowwecangetdownshamelessly.Thisnightis

justperfect!

??:AAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHHH

Myheartdropped.AllIseeisblood.

Me:Nonono



...

Onemoreinserty’all

PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE
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Finale

Luyanda



Itfeelslikeeverythingishappeninginslowmotion.

Iseeworryandpainwrittenalloverherface,this

can’tbehappening,notnow.Iamstandinginshock,

notknowingwhattodo.Istandstillaspeoplestart

tocirclearoundher,tryingtoseewhat’sgoingon

withher,thenViwerunstohersideastheguys

pusheveryoneawayfromher.Iwanttobebyher

side,trustmeIdobutIcan’tseemtomovemylegs.

Shockandworryhascompletelyparalysedme.

Someoneputsajacketovermeshoulderandpulls

metohischest.Iknowit’sBanzi.Icry,Iamjustso

scared.

Me:It’st...toosoonBanzi.Sh..sheisbleeding..

Him:PleasecalmdownSthandwasami

Me:She...Shecouldloseher...herbabyorevenhe...



Hegentlypushesmeawayfromhischestthen

cupsmyfacetolookathim

Him:Luyanda,pleasecalmdown.YouknowViweis

goingtotakehertothebestdoctors.Pleasestop

worryingsomuch,it’snotgoodforyouandweboth

knowLeewouldslapyouforcryingoverher.

IchucklebecausethatissotrueLeeisaggressive

evenwhensheissick.

Him:Allweneedrightnowareyourprayersnot

yourtears,okay?

Inodmyheadandthenhekissesme.

.

.

.



.

.

Luyolo

Just2hoursagowewereallonthedancefloor

havingthetimeofourlivesandnowwearesitting

inthewaitingroomwithonlyfearinourhearts.

IwatchasViwesparentscomeintothehospital

followedbytherestofourparents.

Baba:What’sgoingon?WhereareLeratoand

Siviwe?

Thembastandsupthenexplainstothemwhat

happened.



Lee’smom:Ohhmychild

Shesayasshefallstothefloorlettingherhusband

catchher.MamaisscreaminginBabaarmsand

nowallthewivesarecrying.

Me:Ican’ttakethisshitanymore!

Anticipationandworriedarekillingmeandnow

hearingthemothersandwivescryingistakingme

tomybreakingpoint.

Iwalkoutofthehospitalandgetintomycar.Ineed

toalone.AsIdrivetearsandcomingdownmy

cheekslikewaterfall.Idon’tknowwhereIamgoing

butIamnotworriedaboutmydestinationbecause

rightnowIwanttobefarawayfromthat

depressinghospital.



IendupatapubwhichisperfectbecauseIcan

drownallmyworriesinalcohol.Iputmyphoneon

silentthencallthebartender

Me:Givemethestrongestthingyouhaveandkeep

themcoming!

Helooksatmyblackcardandsmiles

Him:Igotyou

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

It’stheweehoursofthemorningandwehavebeen



inthiswaitingroomforhoursnow.Idon’tknow

howmanycupsofcoffeewehavehadandIam

prettysurewehavecriedenoughtearstofillupa

jugeach.

JustasIwasabouttosleepViwewalkintothe

waitingroomwithtearsrollingdownhischeeks.My

heartdropsatthesightofhistears.Heclearshis

throat

Viwe:ITSABOY!

Hesayswiththebiggestsmileonhisface.

Everyonescreamsinexcitementbutweare

shushesbutthenurses.

Me:How’sLee?

Theneveryonegoessosilentbuthejustsmiles



puttingusallatease.

Viwe:bothmomandbabyperfectlyhealth.

.

WeareallinLee’sroomlookingatthebabywhen

thedoctorwalksin

Dr:WowIhaveneverseensoveryvisitorsinone

roomtoseeababy

Banzi:Wellheisonespecialbaby

Dr:MhmmalrightwelldoesMrSpecialhaveIname

yet?

LeelookatViweconfusedbuthehasthisglowon

hisface



Viwe:doesn’thelooklikeaKumkani?

Lee:Yeahhedoes,aKumkaniKhotsoZulu

Enhle:Mommies,youbetterwatchyoudaughters

becausewemeanbusinesshere!

.

Afteranhourwealldecidedtogivemommysotime

tosleep.

Lee:LulucanIhaveasecondwithyouinprivate

please

Me:Yeahsure

EveryonesaysgoodbyesthenBanziandIareleft

behind.Banzikissesmyforehead



Him:Iwillwaitforyououtsidethedoor.Goodnight

guysandcongratulationsyetagain.

Them:thankyousomuch

HewalksoutandImoveclosertoLee

Lee:LuyandaIjustwantedtoapologiseforspoiling

yourbigday.

Me:What?ListenLeratoIdon’tcareaboutallthat.

Wecanalwayshaveanotherpartybutnever

anotherLerato.IamjustgladyouandKumkaniare

healthy.Iloveyoutoomuch,Ican’tloseyou.

Viwe:Anotherthing,wechoseyouashis

Godmother



WowIreallywasn’texpectingthat.Ithoughtthey

wouldchooseViwe’ssisterorsomething

Me:Me?Whyme?

Viwe:Causeyou’rerichgirl!

Welaugh

Lee:Ouchouch,rememberIcan’tlaughIjustgot

outofsurgery!

Viwe:I’msorryMageba(clanname)

Hesayskissinghernose

Lee:Noonaseriousnote.Youaremyfirsttrue

friend,youtreatedandlovedmelikewehadknown



eachothersincewewereindiapers.Iknowthatif

anythinghappenstoustodayyouwouldtake

Kumkaniinandraisehimlikehecameoutofyou

womb.JustlikeyoudoVuyo.IloveyouChomi.

.

.

It’s2:45amweareatthepetrolstationfillingforthe

ridehomewhenIgetamessagefromLuyolo,it’sa

videosoIpressplay.

Him:Babytellthemwhatwejustdid

Hesayslookingatthecamera

Shefacesthatcameraandsays.

Her:WEJUSTGOTMARRIED!!!



Him:Wegotmarried!!!

Wait,didyouLuyolojustsayhegotmarried?Itry

callinghimbuthedoesn’tanswerhisphone.I

watchthevideoagainandlookattheirfingers.

Theseidiotsgottattoosinsteadisrings.Whatthe

hellisgoingon!!??

...

THEEND

Thankyouforalltheloveandsupportyouguyhave

beengivingme.Iwillseey’allinBOOKTWO.

Iwilldefinitelypasttheprologueofthenextbook

here.



LoveLondiweDlamini[10/29,17:32] :Thecook,

hissoulmate.

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert41

Luyanda

It’sJuneandIhavebeenmarriedfor2monthsnow.

It’sweirdbeingaddressedtoasMrsMakhanya

becauseitmakesmeseemsooldbutBanziwas

certainlynotgoingtoallowmetokeepmysurname.

TodayVuyoandIareatthefoodmarkettoget

somegroceries.Banziisatworkfixingsomebig

issue.



Vuyo:Wamicanwegeticecreamplease.

Peoplemysonisaprofessionalmanipulator.Vuyo

onlycallsmeWamiwhenhewantssomething,this

childisonegoodemotionalblackmailerandheis

only3.

HeisluckythatisaSaturdaybecauseIwasn’t

goingtogetitforhim.OhyesIputhiminastroller

likeallmummy’swithcrazykidsdo,lol.

Me:Whatflavouroficecreamdoyouwant?

Him:CHOCOLATECHOCOLATECHOCOLATE

Hescreamsandeveryonelooksatus,Ican’thelp

butlaugh.WeorderedandjustasIamaboutto

takeaseatsomeonetapsmyshoulder.



Her:Thato..OhhThatowaka!!

IlookathersoconfusedbecauseIhonestlydon’t

knowthat’sgoingon.JustasIwasabouttotellher

thatIamnotThatoamanappearsandholdsher.

Him:Nkhono(grandma)youjustdisappear,what’s

wrong?

Helooksatmewithsomucharrogance

Him:Nkhonoisthiswomanharassingyou?

Ohnowhedidn’t,ohhechosethewrongone.

Me:Excuseme?Yourgrandmotheristheonethat

c...



Theoldladyjustlaughedandwelookasherlike

sheiscrazy

Nkhono:youtwoarefightingjustlikeyourThato

andThabo!

Ihaveneverbeensoconfused

Me:I’msorrrybutyoumustbeconfusingmefor

someoneelse,Idon’tknowwhoyouare.

Nkhono:Whatisyounamebeautiful?

Me:UhmIamLuyandaMakhanyama,thisismy

sonVuyo

Shejustsmiles



Nkhono:WellthismygrandsonLehlogonoloandI

amTumisangMofokengyour...

“Order532”

Me:That’smynumber,pleaseexcuseme

ItakeVuyoandwewalkaway

Vuyo:Wamiwhowasthat?

Me:Idon’tknowbabybutwhatIdoknowisthatour

icecreamiswaitingforus!

Him:YEEEEEYYYYYYYLET’SGO!!!

.



.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Me:WEARELOSINGMONEYBECAUSEOFYOUR

BLOODYNEGLIGENCE!HOWMANYTIMESDOYOU

WANTMETOTELLYOUTODOYOURJOBRIGHT

ORDOYOUWANTMETODOITFORYOUAND

STILLSIGNACHEQUEINYOURNAMESASWELL.

FUCKDONAVONTHISBETTERBETHELASTTIME

THISSHI...

“DADDDDY!!!”

SwallowmyswearwordswhenIseethelittleguy

runningintomyoffice.Hegetscloseenoughand



jumpsonme.

Me:Heybigguy!Whodidyoucomewith?

Him:IcamewithWamibutsheisstilltalkingto

Danny

Hesaysrollinghiseyes.DannyandVuyohavea

lovehaterelationship,onlywhenDannyhassweets

aretheyfriends.

Me:Donavonleaveus.

Hepracticallyrunsouttomyoffice.Hestopsatthe

doortomakewayformygorgeouswife.Sheisina

tightfitreddress,redsandalsandredlipstick.She

hasonasmileandyoucanseethatherconfidence

isonsteroidstoday.IputVuyodownandshe

comestomeandgivesapeck,reallyLuyandaa



peck?

ShetriestobackawayfrommebutIgrabherass

andpullherclosertome

Me:Vuyocloseyoueyesplease

Helistensandquicklycovershiseyeswithhis

handsthenikissheruntilshemoansinmymouth.

Me:That’showyoukissyourman

Isaywhisperinginherear.

Sheblushesandmovesalwaysfromme.

Me:youcanopenyoureyesnow!



Her:Whatawasteofgoodlipstick

Shesayssittingdownnexttoourson.

Me:Icanbuyyoualipstickfactoryifyouwantbaby!

Her:Mxmyouknowthatisntthepoint

Me:Yeahandyouwouldneverletmedothat.

Her:Ehhhpleasedon’ttrymebecauseIwillturn

intoagolddiggerrightthissecond

IburstintolaughterasIwatchhertrytokeepa

straightfacewhilesayingthat.Sheendsup

laughingwithme.Vuyoistoofocusonhiscartoons

toevenpayattention.



Me:Sowhathavey’allbeenuptotoday?

Shesighsandgetsmorecomfortable.

Her:Wewenttothefoodmarketandgotgroceries

thenwentforicecream.

Me:Icecream,where’smine?

Her:Hayiboyouhavebeenhavingicecreamfor

breakfast,lunchandsupperthesepastfewmonth

sojustrelaxplease.

Idon’tthinkwhybutherwordsmademereally

emotional.Ithinkshecouldtellbecauseshecomes

andsitsonmylap.



Her:I’msorryMnguni.

Ijustnodmyhead

Her:Sowhatdidthedoctorsayaboutyourvomiting?

IlookawaybecauseIdidn’tgo?

Her:Wow,soyouhavebeenworryingmeallweek

aboutyouvomitingandyoucantevengotothe

hospitalwhenIaskyoutoo?

Me:ButSthandwasamiIamfinenow...

Her:Youknowwhat?Fine!DieZwelibanzi,Iwill

raiseyoursonwithawhitemanfromtheCaribbean

withlongerhairandrockhard,dreamyabs!



Shegetsupfrommylapandclickshertongue

Her:Comelet’sgoVuyolwethu.Yourfatherwants

towork.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IamactuallyreallyangryatZwelibanzi.Hehas

beensickforthepastfewdaysbuteverytimeIsay

let’sgotothehospitalherefusesandgetsangryat

melikeIamcausingthissickness.



Anywaysit’sprettylateintheeveningandBanzi

stillisn’tback.Idon’twanttolie,eventhoughIam

angryathimIwanthimhere.

Iaminthekitchenmakingasnackwhenmyphone

rings.Ican’tansweritbecausemyhandsaren’t

cleanandit’sanunknownnumbersotheycanwait.

Iwasgoingtoignoreitbutthispersonkeepson

callingmesoIansweritbecauseitcouldbean

emergency

Me:Hello?

Him:Damnitwhattookyousolong?

Me:HOLDTHEFUCKUP!Youcallmeandyou

shout?Listenthisphoneisn’ttheoneyoubought

foryoursidechicksolearnrespect!



Him:(sigh)LookI’msorry.

Me:Good!NowwhoamItalkingto?

Him:Uhmisn’tLehlogonolo...

Me:doyouknowhowmanyLehlogonolo’sthereare

onthisplanet?Pleasebespecific

Iwouldhavebeennicetothispersonbutthefact

thatheshoutedatmeisthereasonIamlikethis.

Him:uhmyoumetmeatthemallearliertoday.My

grandmawastalkingtoyou.

Howonearthdidhegetmynumber.

Him:Look,mygrandmaisgoingonaboutyou.



Calmingsheknowsyourfamilyandsheisreallynot

handlingeverythingwellnow.Iknowit’sareachbut

canyoupleasemeetupwithussowecanclearup

theconfusion.

IwanttohanguponhimbutIamalsointerestedin

whattheoldladyhastosay.

Me:Okaywecanmeetbutishastobelaterduring

theweekandinapublicplace.

...

Whoisthisoldwoman?

What’sgoingonwithZweli?

...



Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Luyanda

Iamwokenupbykissesonmyshoulderfrom

behind.Idon’trememberfallingasleepnordoI

rememberBanzicomingtobedbuthisarmsare

wrappedaroundme.Thismanisturningusinto

rabbits,hissexdrivehasbecomeextreme.Iopen

myeyesandseethatthesidelampison,meaning



thatit’sstillnighttimeorweehoursofthemorning.

Heturnsmearoundandkissesme.Itwasso

passionateandlustfulatthesametime.Hishand

goesinsidemytoptobrushmywaistandpullsme

closer.Itrytobreakthekissbuthepecksmylips

andsucksmybottomlip.

Hemakesmelayonmyback,takingoffmytopand

gettingbetweenmylegs.Hestartstokissmyneck

butsoonhislipsareonmynipple.Suckingand

bitingmybreastsmakingmebitmylip.Iclosedmy

eyeswhenIfeelhistongueplayingwithmynipple.I

archedmyback,andmyheadfallsback.Histongue

hasnomercy.Afterawhilehegetsupandtakesoff

hisboxersthenhegetsonthebedandpullsoffmy

panty.Hekneelsinfrontofmeandspreadmylegs

andthewildthoughtcomeintomymind.Iknow

whathewasgoingtodotomeandIgetwetin

anticipation.WellatleastIthoughtIknewwhathe

wasgoingtodo,insteadofhimgoingstraighttomy



cookieheliftsmyleftlegandstartsitslowlylicking

itfrommyanklesup.Justashewasabouttogetto

mycookiehestopsandkissesme.It’snotapeck

it’sasifheismakingalovebiterightnexttomy

pussy.Icaresshisheadthinkingthatthatwillmake

himstopbuthedoesn’t,hetakeshissweettime.He

didn'tevenpreparemeforit.Hefinallygetstomy

cookieandIletoutaloudmoan.Iarchmybackand

holdontothesheetsbecauseheisdrivingme

crazy.Heisn’tgentlebuthealsoisn’trough.His

startsbykissing,lickingandevensoftlybitingthen

histonguegoesinandoutofmycookie.

Ireachedanintenseorgasmmakingmescreammy

lungsout(ThankGodforsoundproofwalls)Itryto

pushhimawayfrommebuthedoesn’tmove.He

licksmeuntilIamcleanthenhecomesuptome

andkissesme,makingmetastemyself.

Iwanthim,scratchthatIneedinsideme.



Him:GoodmorningSthandwasami

Hesayswithabigsmileonhisface

Me:MorningMnguni

WechangedpositionsandIamontopofhim.I

didn’tlethimentermeatfirst.Iliftmybuttsothat

hecouldenterme.Islowlymovedown,purposely

torturinghim.HiseyesgetssmallerbutIdon’t

breakeyecontact.HetriestoholdmebutIholdhis

handsthenIstarttoincreasemypacejustalittle.

Hebiteshisbottomlipashegroans.Steroidsbeing

Steroidsgetsoutofmygripandholdmywaist

tightlythenincreasesmypace.Heholdsmeupand

takefullcontrol.Mymoansonlyignitesomething

insidehimbecausehegoesfasterandevendeeper

makingmescream.

MylegsstarttotrembleandIcantholditanylonger.



Iclosemyeyesandcumamomentlaterhecums.

Hemakesmerestonhischestandkissesmy

forehead.

.

.

Iamwokenupbythemostamazingsmelland

instantlymytummygrumbles.Iputononeof

Banzi’sT-shirtsandgotothebathroomtofreshen

upthenIwalkdownstairs.Icanhearthefatherson

duomakingnoisesoIjustfollowitanditleadsme

tothekitchen.

Vuyo:GoodMorningWami!

Me:Morningbigguyhowareyou?

Vuyo:Ihahsbdndkx

Hesaysstuffinghisface.



Me:A.ahMngunidowetalkwithfoodinourmouths?

Heshockhishead,swallowedthemwipedismouth.

Vuyo:Nomummy.Iamfinethankyou.

Ikissedhisforeheadthenfocusmyattentiononthe

food.

Theymadepancakes,toast,gizzards,sausages,

bacon,grilledtomatoes,worsandsweettea.

Me:Ohthislooksyummy.Mmmmmthankyoufor

orderingbreakfastSthandwasami

Isaidthatknowingverywillthattheycookedallthis

themselves.Banzihasbeenreallyhelpingme



aroundthehouseonweekendsbecauseallthe

helpersaregoneandthishouseistoobigtoclean

onmyownthencookandlookafterthesetwoat

thesametime.

BanziholdsmeinhisarmsfrombehindandIstart

todigin.

Banzi:Wemadeallthisourselfbaby.

Vuyo:Yepallbyourselves

Me:MhmmmImustbethemostspecialmummyin

theworldtohaveyou.Thankyou!

Banzi:YepanythingforyouSthandwasami

Thisalllooksheveanlybutthereisonething



missing...

Me:Banzihowcomeyoudidn’tmakeanyeggs?

Him:OhhItriedbuttheywerespoiltsoIthrewthem

allaway?

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

Luyandatoldmethatshehasaweirdencounter

withanoldwomanandhergrandsonatthemall

andIjustdon’tfeelalrightaboutitsoIwanttoask

Babaifheknowswhotheyare.



Me:Ntobela

Him:YesMakhanya,haveaseat

BabahasbecomeabitnicertomesinceImarried

his“babygirl”butofcourseheisstilltoughonus.

Him:Youseemedbotheredonthephone,what

wrong?

Me:Eishbabasomethingisnotsittingrightwithme.

(Sigh)SoyesterdayLuyandawasTellingmethat

whenshewasatthefoodmarketwithVuyoshe

wasstoppedbyanoldladycallingherThato.She

tr...

Him:WHAT!?



Icouldseethathewasangrybuthewastryingto

containit.Hesitsbackinhischairandstartsto

clickhispen.

Him:Didshesaytheirnames?

Iclearmythroat

Me:Uhmyes,LehlogonoloandTumisangMofokeng.

It...

Iaminterruptedbymyphoneringing.THANKYOU

JESUS!

Me:Hello

Themba:Manareyoucomingovertowatchthe



gametonight?

Me:What?Whathappened?

Him:Thefuck?

Me:AlrightIamcoming

IcanhearThembalaughingandIamtryingto

containmyselfbecauseBabaisstillangryabout

whatItoldhim

Me:OkayrelaxIamontheway.Giveme20

minutes!

IhangupandIstandup.

Me:EishNtobelaIhavetogo,Thembaneedsme.



Him:Okay.

AssoonasIclosethedoorIhearhimshoutingon

thephone

Him:WHYCANTYOUANDYOURWIFEJUSTSTAY

THEFUCKAWAYFROMMYFAMILY?YOUMADE

YOURBEDALLTHOSEYEARSAGO,NOWLIVE

WITHYOURDECISIONANDLEAVEMYCHILD

ALONE!

.

.

.

.

.

Lehlogonolo



Nkhono:Hlogi,whenaretheycomingover

Me:shesaidwewillmeetinanhour!Don’tworry

wewillbeontime.

Thiswomanhasbeenonmycaseallweekabout

thisLuyandagirl.Ihavenevermetheroreven

heardofherbeforelastweekSaturdaybutnowshe

isallNkhonotalksabout.

Wegothereanhourearlybecausethisoldwoman

isdrivingmeinsane.LuckilyLuyologothereearly

sowealsodidn’twastetime.

Man:Sanbonani

Wegreethimbackandwesitdown.



Luyanda:UhmthisismyhusbandZwelibanzi

Makhanya...

Shesaidtryingtobreaktheawkwardsilence

Nkhono:Wow,it’snicetomeetyouIamMrs

MofokengandthisismygrandsonLehlogonolo

Him:it’snicetomeetyou.

Me:Canwepleasegettothepoint,Nkhonowhyare

wehere.

Nkhonositsinandtakesabeenbreath.

Her:WellUhmmI...IamyourGrandma



Luyanda:What?I’msorrybutyouarenotmy

grandmother.Ihavemeetmygrandmotherbefore.

IamjustasshockedassheisandIcantellthat

sheisreallyannoyedbutshealsotryingnottobe

rude.

Nkhono:LuyandaIamyourmother’smother!

Assoonasshesaysthatherhusbandsitsbackin

disbelief.Myquestioniswhyhavewenevermether

orevenhardofher.Mygrandmaisveryfamily

orientatedbutnowneverhasshementionedhaving

anotherdaughter.

...

Secretswillunravel...



Pleaselike,commentandshare

[10/29,17:33] :Thecook,hissoulmate.
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Luyanda

Nkhono:I...IknowyoumaynotbelievemebutI

haveproof.

Shepicksupherhandbagandtakesoutadiary.

Waititlookssofamiliar.Sheputsonherglasses

andstartstoreadanentry

.

.

Flashback



Kefilwe‘Thato’Mofokeng

Ntate:Lookwhohasfinallycometohersenseand

comehome!Welcomebackbaby

Nothinginhistonewashappyaboutseeingme.

Me:IhavenotcometostaylongnoramIleaving

Vuyo...

Mme:Thenwhat’swrongmybaby,areyouokay?

Youlookpale?

Ismilethebrushflatstomach.

Me:I’malrightmme,let’sjustsayit’soneofthe

sideeffectofmakingyougrandparentsagain...



Mysmilevanisheswhenahotslaplandsonmy

cheek.Icanhearmefathershoutingasmymother

comestomeandholdsmeinherarms.Sheis

cryingwithme.

Mme:ShhhThato,everythingwillbeokay.Stop

cryingnanait’snotgoodforthebaby.

Ntate:GetridofthechildKefilwe!

Mme/Me:WHAT?

Ntate:Yesthechildisonlygoingtobeahindrance...

Me:IamnotgettingridofmychildNtate.How

couldyouevensuggestthat?



Ntate(dad):WakeupandsmellthecoffeeKefilwe!

Youareabeautiful,talentedandintelligentyoung

girlwhocanfineawealthyandwelleducatedman.

Yetyouchoosetobeimpregnatedbyauseless

manwhocan’tevenaffordaroofoverhisheadyet

alonemagadiforyou!

Me:Ntateyoudon’tunderstand,IloveVuyo!

Hefuriouslystandsup

Him:LOVEKEFILWE,LOVE?WHATCOULDYOU

POSSIBLYKNOWABOUTLOVE?YOUARESTILLA

CHILD!

Mme(mom):Ntatecalmdown...

Ntate:Idon’tneedtobecalmtorealisethatmy

daughterissellingherselfshortwiththatthingshe



callsaman.Doyouknowhowharditisformenot

tokillyourightnow?

Ican’teverreplyhimbecauseallofthisisjusttoo

much.Iusedtobemyfather’sgoldenegg,hislittle

princessandnowhetreatsmelikeIamabsolutely

nothingtohim.ThisisallbecauseIfellinlovewith

amanthathedidn’tpickforme.

WiththelittleenergyIhadleftIstoodupand

walkedtothedoor.

Mme:Thatodon’tdothismychild.Don’tgo,wecan

fixthis...

Me:FixitMme?FIXITHOW?

Ntate:WHATEVERTHATSTREETRATTAUGHT

YOUOUTTHEREMUSTNEVERENTERINTOMY



HOUSE.DONTYOUDARERAISEYOURVOICEIN

HEREORATYOURMOTHER.LEAVETHATO,BUT

REMEMBERTHATONCEYOUWALKTHOUGH

THATDOORFRAMEYOUHAVELOSTUSFOREVER.

YOUCANFORGETTHEMOFOKENGSURNAME

ANDALLITSBENEFITS.LEAVETHISHOUSEAND

DONTEVERDREAMOFSTEPPINGYOURFOOT

INTOMYYARD.IPROMISEIWILLKILLYOUAND

YOURENTIREFAMILY.

TosayIamshatteredandconfuseditjustthe

beginning.Iunderstandthatmyfatherneverliked

Vuyobutforhimtoexpectmetokillmychildis

heartless.

IleftmyparentshouseknowingthatIamnever

lookingback.FromtodayonIamanorphan.

Endofflashback

.



.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IamcryinginBanzi’sarmsassheputsdownthe

diaryandtakesoffherglasses.

Her:Ihavereadthisdiarycountlesstimessince

yourfathergaveittous.Ican’tbelieveIchosemy

husband’ssideandlostmybaby.

Me:Didyoueventrylookingforusordidyoualso

justwanthertokillme?

Her:I..Itr...



Me:Youknowwhat?Idon’tevenwanttohearwhat

youhavetosay.Zweliletsgo.

Heholdsmedown

Him:Nowearegoingtolistentowhatshehasto

say

Theaudacity!Ilistentohimbecausehiseyesare

saying‘SityourassdownbeforeIpunishyou’

Me:Fine

Her:Thereisnothingonearththatcancompareto

losingachildLuyanda.Idon’tknowhowmany

hoursIspentlookingforKefilwe.WhenIfinally

foundtheirshackIwastoldthattheyhadmovedto

thecity.LuyandaInevergaveup.Irememberwhen

Ifirstsawyou,Ithinkyouwere6yearsold.I



spottedyouandyourmomatthemallandshetold

metomyfacehowmuchshehatedmefornot

standingupforhere.Fornotbeingthereforher.

Shetoldmethatshedidn’twanttoeverseeme

againandifwekeeplookingforher,herhusband

willopenarestrainingorderagainstus.Ihadto

keepmydistanceLuyanda.Ihonestlydon’tblame

herforthat

Me:Noshit(Imumbled)

Her:butthatdoesmeanIstoppedlovingyouor

wantingarelationshipwithyou.

Shetakesmyhandinhersafterwipinghertears

Her:Luyandapleasejustgivemeachancetodo

rightbyyou.Givemeachancetobeyour

grandmother...



IlookatLehlogonolowhohasbeenquitethiswhole

time.Ican’treadhisfacethough.Helooks

emotionless.ThenIlookbackather.

Me:Pleasejustgivemesometimetoletthisall

marinate.

Her:it’salottotakeinsoIunderstand.Asmuchas

Iwantyoutothinkaboutitpleasedon’ttaketo

muchtime,IwanttospendallthetimeIhavefixing

mywrongs.

Me:Whatareyoudying?

Shechuckles

Her:NohoneyIstillhavealoooonglifeaheadofme.

.



.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

WeweredrivinghomewhenLuyandastarted

feelingexcruciatingpain.Ihadtorushhertothe

hospital.

RightnowIamsittinginthewaitingroomworried

sickaboutmywoman.

....

ShouldThato’sparentsbeforgiven?



OhhhhLuyandaisinthehospital?

...

Iamsorryitshort.IwillmakeNextonelonger

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Luyanda

Thedoctorhasmelayingonthebedasshe



examinesmystomachwiththeultrasoundmachine.

Atfirstshewaslookingatthescreamworryand

thathadmeanxiousbutnowshehasasmileonher

face.

Banzi:Doctorwhat’shappeningtomywife.

SheturnsthescreentofaceusandIgettheshock

ofmylife

Dr:WellMrMakhanyaitlookslikeyouaregoingto

beafather...

Shesayswiththebiggestsmileonherface.Iturn

toBanziandhehasthebiggestsmileonhisface

Me:WHAT?



Dr:AndinactualfactMrsMakhanyaisinlaboras

wespeak.

Thesharppaincomesbackagain

Me:Noyou.AHHHHHHHHHHHHH..youjusttoldme

that....thatIampregnantfivesecondsago.It’s

toooearlyformetobeinlabor.ImeanIamnot

evenshowingyethowisthatevenpossible?

Dr:wellMrsMa....

Me:Luyanda...mynameisLuyanda

Dr:Luyandahaveyoueverheardofaphantom

pregnancy?

Me:Ahhhh...Ithinkso,it’slikeyouconvince



yourselfthatyouarepregnantandyourbody

actuallymakesyoulookpregnant,babybumpand

all

Dr:Yes,sometimeswhenawomanwantstobe

pregnant,afterexperiencinganumberof

miscarriages,infertility,orbecauseshejustwantsa

baby,shecouldmisinterpretcertainchangesinher

bodyasaclearsignofherbeingpregnant.

Banzi:Okaybutwhatdoesthathavetodowithus

Me:AHHHHHHHHHH

Banzi:SAYSOMETHING

Shejumpsinfear,Iforgetthatheisn’tasoftyto

everyone



Dr:UhmmmYourwifeisabsolutelyfine.Thoseare

contractions,theyareafewminutesapartwith

meanswestillhaveenoughtimeformetoexplain.

IwanttolaughbutIchoosenotto

Dr:AsIwassaying,Luyandayouaregoingthrough

thecompleteoppositething.Whatwearedealing

withiscalledpregnancydenial,whichisformally

knownascrypticpregnancy.

Me:DoctorIwastoldthatIhadamiscarriage

though

Dr:Luyandayouweremostprobablycarryingtwins

andlostone

Me:Ahhhhhhhhhhh



IamsqueezingBanzi’shadfordearlife

Banzi:I’msorrybutIdon’tunderstand.Ourdoctor

didanultrasoundonthedayofthemiscarriage.

Howwastheotherbabyundetected?

Dr:Thatcouldhavebeencausedbytheabnormal

shapeoftheuterus,orevenatechnicalerrorsinthe

ultrasoundmachine.Allofthatcouldresultinthe

uterusgivingafalsenegativeresult:

Me:Ohhhwow,Ican’tbelieveIdidntknowIwas

pregnant

.

.

.

.

.



.

Zwelibanzi

Her:ahhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Me:BreathSthandwasamiyouralmostthere

ShepullsmetoherwiththecollarofmyT-shirt

Her:YEWENAZWELIBANZIDONTYOUDARETELL

METOBREATHBECAUSEYOUARETHEREASON

THATWEAREINTHISSITUATIONINTHEFIRST

PLACE!

IkisshersweatyforeheadandtellherthatIloveher

becauseIknowshelooovesexjustasmuchasIdo.



Her:DOCTORWHENTHATBABYISOUTIWANT

YOUTOSEWTHATHOLEUP!

Me:HEYHEYHEY.Nooneissewinganythinghere

Dr:don’tworryLuyandaIhaveyourbestinterestat

heart

Ohhhhthat’stheendofme

Afterwantfeltlikealifetimeofhearingand

watchingmybabyscreamandcrywefinallyheard

alittlebabycry.IlookatthelittleguyandIamin

awe

Dr:Daddycomecuttheumbilicalcord..

Igathermyselfandcutthecord.



Dr:Hereisyourlittlebabyboy.

Shesaysgivingournewesteditiontohismother.

Luyandaiscryingandit’shonestlyoneofthemost

beautifulsiteIhaveeverseen.

Her:daddyareyoucrying?

Ididn’tevenrealisethatshewaslookingatme.I

amjustmesmerisedbythelittlemaninherarms.

Me:Me?Crying?InevercrySthandwasami.It’sjust

sweat.

SherollshereyesandpoutsherlipssoIcankiss

her.Thebabyjuststartedcrying



Dr:Ohhhsomeonedoesn’twantanyonekissinghis

mummy.

Wealllaugh

Lulu:Wellfinallysomeoneisonmyteam.Ourfirst

bornturnedagainstme.It’smyturnforapartnerin

crime.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

IfellasleepinBanzi’sarmsaswewatchedthelittle

onesleep.Iamwokenupbylotsandlotsof



footstepscomingtowardsus.Itrytoignorethem

butIhearmybabycrying.WhenIopenedmyeyesI

seethatourparentsandhereandIamnolongerin

Banzi’sarms.HeisstandingbythedoorwithVuyo

inhisarms

Me:Sanbonani

Isaysittingup.Theygreetmeback

Vuyo:MUMMY!!!!

Me:Hibigguy

Banziputhimonmybed

Him:Mummywhoisthatbaby?



Me:That’syourlittlebrotherVuyo

Him:Brother,really?What’shisnamemummy?

Ilookatmyfamilyandeverythinglookssoclueless.

Banzi:Uhmhedoesn’thaveanameyet

Vuyo:OuououcanInamehimplease?

Baba:Wait...uhhh

Dad:uhmareyousure...

IcanseethateveryoneisworriedbutIdon’twantto

disappointmyson.Godpleasemakethisgood....



Me:OkayVuyowhatnameareyougivinghim?

Vuyo:ohhhhHowaboutZwelethu?

OkayIamshocked,howoldisthischildagain

Mama:Vuyowheredidyougetthatnamefrom?

Vuyo:Gogoit’sanmixtureofmynameanddaddy’s

name.

Wearealllaughingseeminglyamazedbythisname.

Mysonissmartshem.JustasIamabouttoreply

mybabystartstocry

MrsM:thislittleguyishungry,it’stimeforsome

milkmummy.



ShehandshimtomeandIwatchhimlatchingonto

mybreast

Me:HappybirthdayZwelethu

...
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Zwelibanzi

It’sthefirstweekofDecemberandZwelethuis3



monthsoldnow.Hisbigbrotherhascompletely

replacedus,allheevertalksaboutishisZweand

whathewantstodowithhimwhenheisbig.I

honestlythoughtVuyowasgoingtobejealousbut

heisinlovewithhisbrother.Andhetakestheroll

ofbeingabigbrotherveryseriously.

IamofficiallyjustBanziordaddynowbecausethe

littleguytookmy“Zwe”shine.Zwelethuitjustsuch

ahappychild.Heisalwaysgiggleandsmiling,

especiallywhenheiswithornearhismother.Yes,

heisstillterritorialwhenitcomestohismother.

Speakingofhismother,Luyandaisexhaustedbut

doesn’twanttoadmitit.Iamgladthatherexams

areoverandschoolsareclosedbecauseshe’shad

somuchonherplate.Shewouldgotoschoolinthe

morningtill15:45thentheorphanagetomakesure

thateverythingwasinorderandstillmanagesto

takecareoftheboysandcookafeasteverysupper.

Ipromiseyoumywifeisasuperhero.



.

.

It’sFridayafternoonandIamonmywaytothe

Mahlangu’shousewithEmihleandtheboys.They

aretakingthemfortheweekend.WhichmeansIget

tospoilmywomanthisweekend.

BabaandMamahavemovedintoanewandbigger

housewhichisaonelevelhouse.Ithas7

bedrooms,9andahalfbathrooms,aformallounge,

pyjamalounge,astudyandanopenplankitchen

anddiningroom.

OhIforgottomentionthatBabaandMamagot

marriedamonthago.Mamadidn’twantabigover

thetopweddingsotheyjustwenttocourtthenwe

haddinnerattheirnewhouse.

WhenIgotthere,ifoundthemsittingintheoutside



sittingareaneartheswimmingpool.

Me:SanbonanibaMntungwa(greetings

Mntungwa’s)

Baba:YesMakhanya

Mama:Heyson,howareyou?

Emi/Vuyo:GOGO!!!

Shelaughsasshepicksthemup,puttingthemon

herlapandcompletelyforgettingme.Babatakes

ZwefrommeandthenleadsustotheLounge

inside.

Hepoursussomejuicethensitsinthechairs

oppositeme.



Baba:Towhatdoweowethismorning’svisit?By

thesoundofyourvoiceearlier,somethingiswrong.

Thismanisjustsostraighttothepoint.Which

makesmeabitnervousaboutwhatIwanttotalk

youhimabout.Ipauseforfewsecondstryingto

findtherightwords

Me:Babathereissomethingthathasbeen

botheringLuyandaforafewmonthsnowandIwant

toresolveitonceandforall

Hehasaworriedlookonhisfacenow

Him:What’sgoingon?

Me:UhmThedayZwewasbornweactuallyonour

waybackhomefrommeetingtheMofokeng’s.



Icanseetheangerinhisface.

Me:UhmNkhonoMofokengactuallygaveLuyanda

hermother’sdiary.

TjoIseethismanstarttoclinchhisfists,ohhGet

meoutofhere!

Me:BabathethingisIcantellthatshewantsa

relationshipwithhermother’sfamilybutsheis

afraidthatifshereachesouttothemshewillanger

orevenloseyou.

Him:LookZwelibanzi,Ipersonallydon’tlikethose

people.Ihadtostayawakecountlessofhours,

whenmywifewaspregnant,asshecriedforher

family.Hermissingherfamilyandwantingthem

aroundwereastheywantednothingtodowithus.

Hersiblingsallturnedtheirbacksonherall



becauseofthefactthatIwaspoor.SoIstoodby

mywife’sdecisiontokeepLuyandaawayfrom

them.

Me:IunderstandwhereyouarecomingfromBaba,

trustmeIdo.Thethingis,Iknowthatshehasso

manyquestionsthatcanonlybeansweredthem.

ShethinksthisisallherfaultBaba.Pleasegiveher

yourblessingstogetclosure.

Him:Ifthat’swhatshewantsIwon’tstandinher

way

.

.

.

.

.

.



Luyanda

Him:WhyareyousoadamantonthefactthatI

haveawomansis?

Me:WellbecauseyouareneveravailablewhenI

callyouatnightandIhavetobookanappointment

tocometoyourhouseLuyolo.Whoelseislikethat

unlesstheyarehidingsomething

Him:Lookforthelasttime,Idon’tdorelationships.

SureIfuckaroundbutthatdoesn’tmeanthatIwant

arelationship,y’allareamissionandahalf

Me:Soyouareokaywithjustleadinggirlson?

Him:LuyandaIamnotleadinganyoneon.Thegirls

amwithknowthatIdon’twantarelationshipwith

them.IftheycatchfeelingsIjuststepaway.It’sas



simpleasthat

MybrotherandIdon’tseeeyetoeyewiththeway

heliveshislife.Ijustdon’twantoneofthegirlshe

issleepingwithgettingpsychoticandharminghim

andEmihle.

WeareinmykitchenchattingawayasImake

supper.Theguyhasbeenscarcethesedayswith

work.Heactuallyboughtouthispartnersonowhe

isofficiallytheownerandCEOofNtobelaQuantity

Surveyors.OfcourseIamsoproudofhim.

Mymanwalksinandmyclittwitches.Heislooking

allsortofsexytoday.Heisinbrowntightfitformal

pants,atightshortsleeveblackshirtwithafew

buttonsdownandblackloafers.Thenhetopsitall

withagoldchain.Hisarmtattoosareondisplay

today.



Hecomesovertomeandkissesmeonmyneck

frombehindmakingmegiggle.

Me:Hibaby

Banzi:Mylove

Hesaysstillleavingwetkissesdownmyneck

Luyolo:HEYHEYHEYIAMSTILLHERE

Banzilooksathimbutdoesn’tletmeoutofhis

arms

Banzi:Whatareyoudoinginmyhousewena?

Him:IcametoseemySISTER



Banzi:Ican’tstopkissingmyWIFEbecauseofyou

Theygiveeachotherthisintenselookforafew

secondsthentheylaughandgreeteachother.The

bromancethiswholeganghasgoingonis

annoyingattimes.Theyevengototheextenttoa

specifichandshake.

Luyolo:letmebeonmyway.SisIloveyou

Me:Whatno,Ithoughtyouwherestayingfordinner!

Him:Eish...uhmmm

Banzi:Sthandwasamiit’saFridaynightdinneryou

knowwhatthatmeans.Pleasedon’tbeacock

blocker.



Iturnandlookathimwithafrownonmyface.

Me:IamacookblockerZwelibanzi

Luyolo:Ehehehletmeleavebeforeshithitsthefan.

Hesaysgrabbingapieceofmeatandrunningout.

.

.

It’s19:46andIjustgotoutoftheshowerwhenI

hearBanzilettingsomeoneintothehouse:who

visitspeopleatthistime?

IquicklygetdressedasfastasIcanandgogreet.I

decidedtojustwearanightrobebecauseits

rainingheavily.Iwalkdownstairsandfollowthe

noise.



Him:Dumelasetloholosaka(hellomygrandchild).

MySesothoisnotthatbadbecauseKaraboandLee

teachesmesomestuffhereandthere.Igreetthem

backandgiveBanzithe“Iamgoingtokillyoufor

this”look

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Luyanda

Him:Dumelasetloholosaka(hellomygrandchild).

Me:Sanbonani

IsaysittingnexttoBanzi.

Nkhono:UhmLuyandathisismyhusbandLefa

Mofokeng.Heisyourmother’sfather.

Me:OhHelloNtateMofokeng

IsaywithmyZuluaccent



Banziholdsmyhandandturnstofaceme.

Me:Zwelibanziwhat’sgoingonhere

Isayalmostwhispering

Him:SthandwasamiIaskedyourgrandpare..

Me:TheMofokengs

Him:YestheMofokengstocomeoverandreally

explainwhathappened.Iknowthatyoureading

yourmother’sdiaryhasaffectedyoubadlyandyou

wantanswers.SoIwantedyoutotalktothemso

thatwecangettheclosureyouneed.

Wellthatputsmeonthespot



Me:Justthinkingaboutmymother’sdiaryis

actuallydepressing.Toreadallthepainthatshe

feltallbecauseshefellpregnantwithme.Howyou

turnedonyourchildandyetshelovedand

respectedyousomuch.Idon’tknowhowshestill

treatedmewithunconditionallovewhenallIdid

wastakeawaythepeoplethatsheloved.

Ntate:Thatohadabrightfutureaheadofher,allI

wastryingtodowastomakeherrealisehowmuch

potentialshehad.Iwa...

Me:Don’tyourealisehowselfishyouwerebeing,

thebothofyou.Youletachildthatyoucarriedfor

ninemonths,clothed,lovedandprotectedforyears

walkoutthedoorpregnantandalone!You

abandonedyourownfleshandbloodbecauseyou

didn’tlikethemanshefellinlovewith?

Nkhonoiscryinguncontrollably



Her:wearesorrywefailedyoumybaby

Me:No,youdidn’tfailme,youjustdisappointedme

yesbutthetruthofthematterisyoufailedyour

daughter.

Ntate:Iknow.Trustme,Iamashamedofmyself.I

madeamistakethathashauntedmeforyearsand

willcontinuetohauntme.WhatIdidwasstupid

andmyconsciencewasblindedbypride.Pleasetry

tounderstandthatnooneisperfect,wearefarfrom

perfectbutonethingsforsureLuyanda,your

grandmotherandIloveyouwaymorethanyou

couldunderstandandweneedyoudesperately.

Ihavebeensostrongthroughoutthiswhole

conversationthatit’sevenshocksme.Ican’t

believeit,Ihaven’tevenshedatear.Iaskedmyself

howmymomwouldfeelaboutmeforgivingthem

butIcannevergetananswerfromher.Theballis

inmycourt



Me:Lookattheendofthedaythisisn’tmybattleto

fight,yesImayhavebeenthestrawthatbrokethe

camelsbackbutattheendofthedayIdon’tknow

you.Youdidnothingtomebecauseyouhavenever

evenmetme.Ihavemademypeacewithyou.Of

courseitwilltakesometimetogetusedtohaving

youaroundbutitwillhappen...

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

It’sSaturdaymorningandIaminthebedalone.Isit

upstraightandcanhearLuyandagettingintothe

bathtub.Sheonlyusesthebathroomwhenshe



wantstoreleaseherstressbutonusualdaysshe

showers.

JustasIamabouttogetoutofbedmyphonerings

andit’sThemba

Me:Bro?

Him:ComeoverwithMakoti.Thendoishostinga

braai

Me:Eishwehaveplans...

Him:ZwelibanziweallknowthatyouwantLuyanda

stucktoyourhipeverysecondofthedaybutcan

youbeagoodchildandjustSHARE!!!!!!Youwill

shaglaterman!



Ilaughknowingverywellthathewasgoingtosay

that.Whenwearealltogethertheladiesneverwant

mearoundmywomanbecauseapparentlyIamtoo

touchybutinallhonestytheyjustwanthertocook

forthem.Icantblamethemthoughbecausethat

womanhasusallunderherspell.

WhenIamdonewiththecallItakeoffallmy

clothesandwalktothebathroom.IfindLulusitting

inthewater,starringatthewall.Igentlymoveher

forwardandgetinbehindherthenbeinghertomy

chest.

Her:GoodmorningMnguni

Me:sawubonaSthandwasami.What’sonyour

mind?

Shesighs



Her:Ihavejustbeenimagininghowmylifewould

havebeenifIhadmymotheraround!

Me:Youmissherdon’tyou?

Her:YeahbutIknowthatifitwasn’tforherpassing

Iwouldn’thavemetyou.

Me:Whatmakesyousaythat?

Her:WellIwouldn’thavebeenallowedtogetajob

becausemymotherwasagainstmeworkingbefore

gettingmydegree.Iwouldn’thaveevenlookedin

yourdirectionbecausewearefromdifferentworlds.

Althoughit’shurtssometimesIamhappywithhow

mylife.

Turnedout.

.

.



.

.

.

Luyanda

MygirlsandIaresittingonthepoolchairschatting

upastormwhileourmenaremakingusfood.Yes

weboycottedcookingforthemtoday,wedeservea

break.Justasourconversationwasgettingjuicy

Luyolowalksinwithsomegirlthatlookslikeshe

cameoutofEmihle’sdollhouse.Sheisinatiny

nudelatexbikinitop,supertightshortsandheels.

Youcantellshehashadalotdone,herass,breast

amsuresheeventookoutafewribsforthetiny

waist.

Him:ladies...



Us:Hi/mhmmm/sho

Thami:HayiboLuyolo,whoisthisinmyhouse?

Heclearsthenwrapshisarmsaroundherwaist

Him:LadiesthisismyfriendRoxy,Roxytheseare

mysistersLuyanda,Enhle,Lerato,Phiwaandthe

ladyofthehouseThami

Her:Heeeeeeey

Shesaysawithahighpitchedvoice

WowIdidn’tthinkthiswasmybrother’stype.

Him:Babyhaveasethereandletmegototheguys



HewalksawayandshesitesnexttoPhiwa

Lee:Okaybacktoseriousbusiness.Weneedtogo

weddingdressshopping...

Weallareexcitedforherwedding

Enhle:okaywhatcolourareourdressesgoingtobe?

Lee:Iwasthinkingdarkgreen...

Roxy:Ohhhnoothatcolourwillnotbeflatteringfor

someofyourcomplexionsandyoudon’twantthem

messingupyourdayBoo...

Noooooshedidn’t.Ichuckleabitbutweletitside...



Phiwa:OkkkayyyyLeeareyougoingforthe

traditionalwhiteorareyoumixingitupwith

creammmmm...

Lee:WellIwasactuallythinkingofwearingbla...

Phiwa:YOUARENOTWEARINGBLACKTOYOUR

OWNWEDDINGLERATO!!

Lee:Idon’tunderstandwhyyouarebeingso

difficult.Thecolorissliming!

Roxy:Wellyoudon’tJUSTneedaslimingcolourto

fixallthat.Iknowanamazingplasticsurgeonyou

know

Ohhweknowyoudo,Isaidinmyhead.



WeallwentsilentthenoutofnowhereLeratojumps

ontoRoxy.SheisslappingherandRoxy’swiggoes

flying.MyKasifriendisdoingthemost!

UsladiesaretrytoseparatethembutLeeisstrong.

FinallytheguyscomeandgetLeeoffRoxy

Me:LUYOLOYOUBETTERGETTHATTRASHOUT

OFHERE!

Iamlivid.Banzicomestomeandholdsmyface

makingmelookathim

Him:AreyoualrightSthandwasami?

HisvoiceinstantlyclamsmedownandInodmy

head.HepullsawayfromhisandIseethatLuyolo

andRoxyareleavingandViweiscalmingLeedown.



Phiwaclapsoncegrabbingourattention

Her:Yeah,youcantakethegirloutoftheghetto...

...

Ihopey’allenjoyedthisinsert
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Luyolo

3yearslaterandit’sgonebylikeaweek.Ican’t

believehowcloseourfamilyhasbecome.Mama

treatsusalllikeherownandonewouldswear

Enhle,LuyandaandIgrewuptogetherbeforewe

becamesoclose.

Thewholegangismarriednow,wellexpectmeof

course.Don’tworrythoughRoxyandIhaven’t

linkedupsincethatdayatThendo’shouse,the

ladiesmadesureofthat.Hey,Ican’tcomplain

becauseshewasanexpensebutIhavenever

broughtanyoneofmyfriendstomeetthem

becauseofthatday.

Letmegiveyouallasummaryofourlivesduring

the3years:



MrandMrsTau(KaraboandPhiwa)alsoknownas

ourcomputergeekcouplearedoinggreatfor

themselves.TheyhaveanITcompanytogether

whichisoneofthebestinnotjustthecitybutinthe

country.OhtheirtwindaughtersLesediandNaledi

(age4)thearecutebutdeadly.Theyarethemost

activelittlekidseverandifyouwantcleanwalls

youbetterhideallpens,pencils,chalkandpaint

awayfromthem.

MrandMrsNdlovu(ThendoandThami)Thendo

quithisjobatamajorhospitaltoopenclinicsin

ruralareas.It’sallthankstoThami’sgreatinfluence

andherPublicRelationsdegreethathisclinicsare

gettingsomanysponsorship.Theyareplanningon

havingkidsnowthattheyaredoingwellinthere

careers.

MrandMrsMakhanya(ThembaandEnhle)Themba

leftMnguniHouseandstartedhisownAccounting

firmwhichofcourseiscontrollingallofour



businessandpersonalaccountsaswellasmany

morehighendclients.Enhleisahighlyrespected

andfearedlawyer.StillnokidsyetbutIam

suspectingsomethingthere.

MrandMrsZulu(SiviweandLerato)ourasylum

escapees.Yepstillascrazyasever.Leeisheadof

HRatNtobelaElectrics(Baba’scompany)whereas

BabaistryingtosellhiscompanytoViwewhoisan

electricalengineeraswell.Babaknowverywellthat

noneofusareinterestedintakingoverhis

businesssoitsinhisbestinteresttosellittoViwe

thenretirewithourgorgeousnurseofamother.Oh

Leeisalsoheavilypregnantandhasturnedontoa

dragonlady,andbutdoesshespitesfire.Isuggest

thatyoustayonhergoodside.

MrandMrsMakhanya(ZwelibanziandLuyanda)

ourconjointlovers.Thosetwoarestillgoingon

strongohandyesLulustillblushesatthesightof

Banzi.Icantellthattheyarereallyinlove.Withtheir



careers,infactLuluisgraduatingnextweekend.

Vuyois6nowandZweis3.Vuyohasbecomethe

Grade1CasanovaifyouaskmebutEmihleisstill

hisbestfriend.

Thenthereisme,MrMahlangu.Stillverymucha

bachelorandNOIamnotlookingforlove,atall.

EmihleandIhaveanamazingbondandsheisso

maturedforherage(6).Ihavetriedlookingformy

motherbutwhenIfoundhersheblatantlytoldme

sheishappywithherlifeandcertainlydoesn’tneed

anyofmyhandouts.Iamstillrunningmybusiness

andamgoingreallywellformyself.Iflovewants

meitknowsweretofindme.

.

.

.

.

.

.



Luyanda

Iwasjustabouttoshutmyeyesforadaytimenap

whenmyphonerings

Me:mhmmmm

Lee:LuyandaMakhanyawhereareyou?

Sheaskedangrily,Uhmokay?

Me:HellotoyoutoMrsZulu,Iamgreattoothank

youforasking...

Her:Luuu....LUYANDAYOU...YOUPROMISEDME

ON...ONEOFTHOSEMEATPLAT...PLATTERS....

Canthisgirljustgivebirthalready!Iamtiredof



makingherfoodcontinuously.Fromthedaywe

foundoutthatshewaspregnantIbecameher

personalchef.Ideliverprecookedmicrowavefood

thatImakeforhereveryweek.

Me:Babydon’tcryIampackingeverythingintothe

car.

Lee:Ple...pleasecomeLulu,Viwele...leftmealone

an...andIamsoooweakandhungry.Thisbabyis

goingtostarteatingme...

Hercryingisactuallyhurtingme.Leratoisa

professionalemotionalblackmailerItellyou.Iam

stillonlylettingallthisslidebecausesheishaving

suchadifficultpregnancybecauseofherhealth.I

don’twanttobethereasonsomethingbadhappens

toher.

Me:Pleasedon’tcryChomi,Iamonthewayjust



holdon

Her:Ahhh...ooo...okay

WhenIgettoherhousesheisperfectlyfine.Infact

shewasmakingherowntiramisu.Icantellthatshe

hasn’tseenme,yesIhavemyownkey,wealldo.

Me:OhhhLulu,Iamsickandhungry...

Istartleher,mockinghercries.Shelaughsthen

wipesherhandsandhugsme.

Her:Iflifesaverwasaperson,youwouldbethat

person

ShesayscuttingasliceofthetiramisuthatI

broughtforher.



Seethatshejustuseherpregnancyasanexcuseto

getmeovertobingewatchhercrazyseriesand

somegirltalk.Iwon’tlie,Ididmisswhenitwasjust

usandouronlyproblemwas“pizzaandamovieor

dinnerdate?”.Ineededthisbreak,itwasjustusand

agoodtiramisu

.

.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

IamsittinginmyofficeatworkwhenIgetaphone

callwhenIcheckwhoitcouldbeIseethatitis

VuyoandEmihle’sschool.Ialreadyknowwhatthey



want.

Seejustbeforethebeginningoffirsttermbreakwe

werecalledintoschoolbytheprincipal.Apparently

theyhadsomethingtotalktousabout.Iremember

howworriedthethreeofuswhereintheprincipal’s

officewonderingwhatour6yearoldscouldhave

possiblydonetolandushere.Onlytofindoutthat

theywantedtopromotethemtothenextgradeyet

again.Imagine6yearsoldsingrade2.Ofcourseto

y’allitseemsgoodbutthinkofitthisway,their

classmateswillallbe2yearsolderthanthem.

Ofcourselikeanyconcernedmother,Luyanda

grilledtheteachersandtheprincipalwithquestions.

Thenfinallyweallagreedthatitwouldbeagood

idea.SostartingfromnextweekTuesdayEmihle

andVuyowillbe“Secondgraders”.Wowthat

makesmefeelold

Me:Hello?



Her:Hellosir,AmIspeaktoMrMakhanya?

Me:Yes.Thisishe

Her:HelloMrMakhanya,youarespeakingtoMiss

SedibefromSaintClairAcademy...

Me:YesMa’am,howcanIhelpyou?

Her:SirIwillliketoconfirmthatyouandyourwife

aregoingtobecomingtothe“Parent,Teacher

meeting”onMondayalongwithMrMahlangu?

Me:UnfortunatelymywifeandIwillnotbeavailable

thatdaybutIcanguaranteethatmybrother,Mr

Mahlangu,willattendonourbehalf.



Her:UhmmMrMakhanyathatisunfortunatebutI

willmakesureIsendyouandyourwifenoteson

ourmeetingjustincaseyoubrothermissesany

importantdetailsofourmeeting.

WesayourgoodbyesandIgetbacktowork.Less

than15minuteslatermywifecallsme.

Me:Sthandwasami?

Shelaughs

Her:BabywhatisthisIherefromMsSedibe,Vuyo’s

newteacher,thatwewillbeawayandwon’tbeable

toattendthemeetingonMonday.

Wownewstravelsfast.Ilaughaswell



Me:It’sabouttimeIgetLuyolobackformakingme

sitthroughthoseparentsteachermeetingalone.He

mustsufferabit.

...

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Luyolo

IhavejustgottentoSaintClairAcademyformy

meetingwiththechildren'snewteacher.It's14:40



whichmeanstheprimaryschoolisalreadyoutof

classnowandmostofthemareevenathome.My

meetingwithMissSedibeisat15:00butasusualI

amearly.

Me:excuseme...

Isaytoachildthatwaswalkinginthepassage

Her:Goodafternoonsir,howcanIhelpyou

Shesayswithasmileonherface.Sheisdark

skinnedandverythin.Shelooks11or12yearsold.

Herschooluniformiswashoutandyoucansee

sheisn'tasprivilegeastherestofthechildrenthat

gotothisschool.

Me:CanyoupleasedirectmetoMissSedibe's

class?



Her:Sure,justfollowme

Ifollowherbutafterawhileshestoppedthenturns

tome

Her:Sir,IhavetorushtoclassbutMissSedibe's

classisthethirddoordownthehall

Me:That'salright,Thankyou.What'syourname?

Her:MynameisBuhleKunene

Ireachintomypocketthengiveher500.Shelooks

atmeconfused

Me:WellitwasnicetomeetyouBuhle



Her:Sirdidyouneedsomethingfromthetuckshop?

Ican'tgoforyoubutIcanasksom...

Me:Noit'sforyou

Her:ThankyousirbutIcan'ttakemoneyfromyou.

Idon'tneedit..

Me:Thankyouforhelpingme

IsayputtingitinherhandthenIwalkawayfrom

herbecauseIamnottakingbackthemoney.Iget

tothedoorwritten

“ShhhhMissSisteaching”

Ichuckleandknockonthedoor



“Comein”

Igetinandclosethedoor.WhenIturnaroundIsee

8eyeslookingatmeconfused.

Me:Hi,sorryImustbeinthewrongroom...

Theteacherwalksovertome

Her:MaybeIcanhelp,areyoulookingfor

something?

Me:IamlookingforMissSedibe..

Her:MrMahlangu?

Sheaskswithoneeyebrowraised,Inod



Her:Wellyouareintherightplace.

SheextendedherhandandIshakeit.Hersmilemy

goodness

Her:It’snicetomeetyou.YouareabitearlybutI

amwrappingupherethenIwillgetbacktoyou.Do

youmindsittingbymydeskwhileyouwait?

Me:Uhmsure,takeyourtime...

Shegiggles

Her:AhcanIhavemyhandbackplease

Shesayswhispering.



Me:UhmmmRight...Iwillbeatyourdesk.

Ireplyembarrassed.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

Banzi:Whataday!

Hesaysputtinghislaptopbagandkeysonthe

counter.Shamemybabylookssoexhausted.Iwipe

myhands,takeoffmyapronthenwalkovertohim.

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckandkisshim.He

smilesandgripsmyass.Herespondspassionately



makingmemoaninhismouth.Thingsgetrather

intenseandIamsoakingwetnow.Hegroansinmy

mouthasIpressmyselfonhisnowhardself.Just

asIamtakinghistieoff,Ihear...

Zwe:DADALEAVEWAMI!!!!

IinstantlypushanyfromBanzibutheholdsonto

myhand

Banzi:Youowedmeforthis

Thenheputsmyhandonhisbulge.Ijustswallow

hardnotknowingwhattodo.Heturnsaroundthen

picksupZwelethuandtheystartedgigglingand

chattingastheywalkupstairs.Leavingmealone

bitingmylips,tryinghardtocomposemyself.

.

.



Afterbathingandputtingthekidswearebothtired

Me:Ineedaloooongsteamyshower!

Isayyawning,Banzichucklesandnodshishead

Him:Iagreewithyouonthatone.Letmegostart

thewater.

Hesaystakingofhisclothes.Icopyhim,Iguess

weareshoweringtogether.

Afterbrushingourteethhetakesmyhandand

helpsmegetintotheshower.Hetakehisloofah

andputsitinmyhandthenpoursshowergelonit

andheturnsaround.Irollmyeyesandsmilethen

washhisbody,nothingsexual.WhenIamdonehe

rinsesthentakesmyloofahandpouredmyshower

gelonit.Iturnaroundandhewashesmyback,



slowlyandveryseductively.Hemakesmefacehim

thenmovestheloofahtomyarmsmakingsurenot

tomissaspot.Whenheisdonewithmyarmshe

movesbacktomychest.Hedropstheloofah,at

firstIthoughtitwasamistakebutthenhestartsto

brushagainstmynippleswithhishands.Hestarts

pinchingthemandIknowtheinnocenceofthis

showerisgone.

Hemoveshishandfrommybreastandslowly

movesdownmystomach,thenfurtherdowntomy

cookie.IputmyheadonhischestthenIletouta

littlemoan.Heslowlymassagesmyclit,makingme

needhimmoreandmore.

Iopenmyeyesandseethatheisrockhard.Perfect,

Icantakesomecontrol.Itakehiminmyhandand

slowlystarttoplaywithhim.Hisfingersworkstheir

magiconmyclit.Althoughheistorturingmeby

movinghisfingersslowly,Iamnotcomplaining

becauseIamlovingeverymomentofit.



.

.

.

.

.

Zwelibanzi

AfterweapplylotionIseethatsheisabouttoput

onhernightdress.IGrabitfromherhandsandI

hearhergaspasIthrowitacrosstheroom.Ihold

ontoherwaistandsmile

Me:Youdidn’treallythingthatIforgotaboutwhat

youdidtomewhenIgothome,didyou?

Shelooksatmeindisbeliefmakingmechuckle



Me:Theshowerwasjustapreview

IliftherupthenmovetothebedAndlayherdown

onit.IplaceherarmsaboveherheadthenIstart

leavewetkissesfromhernecktoherbreasts.I

suckandbiteonherbreastmakingsuretoleavemy

mark.Imovedowntohercookie,hermoansget

louder.Iputmylipsinbetweenherlegsandtaste

mygoods,yesIsaidit"MYGOODS".Shearchesher

backasIstarttolickandsuckonher.Unexpectedly

Istartfingerlingher.Justassheisabouttocum.

Her:Ahhhhhhfuck!

Me:NotsofastSthandwaSami

Ispreadherlegswideslowlyenteringhermaking

suretobegentle.AtfirstIwasmovingslowlybut

themIstartthrustingharderandfasterbecauseshe

isjustsotight.Sheisdigginghernailsintomyback



andscreaming.It'sagoodthingthatwehave

soundproofwallsbecausethekidswouldbe

rushingintotheroom.Afterafewmorestrokeswe

cumsimultaneously.Shescreamsoutmyname

andIdotoo.

...

IsLuyolocrushinginMissS?

IforgottosayPG18

Pleaselike,commentandshare
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Zwelibanzi

It'sthedaybeforeLuyanda'sgraduationandboy

andI'mwornout.Ihavebeenrunningupanddown

likeaheadlesschickenalldaytryingtodolast

minutetouchupsforthegraduationdinner.Ijust

gothomefromthevenuewherewearegoingto

havethedinnerandDannywasscreamingatthe

peopledoingthedecorations.Iactuallyfeelsorry

forthembecauseDannyspitsvenomwhenheisin

chargeofthings.Ofcourseit'shiseventscompany,

everymanhasasidehustle.

Igrababeerandsomepretzelthengotomycave

towatchsomesport.JustasIwasgettingsettledI

getanotificationinmyphonethatsomeonejust

openedthegatethenIgetacallfrommywife



Me:SthandwaSami?

Her:Babycanyoupleasecomehelpuswiththe

plastics?Yourkidsaredrivingmeinsane

IsighbecauseIamsoexhaustedbutofcourseI

havetohelpher.

Me:OkayIamcoming...

WhenIgetoutsideIamconfusedbecausethereare

twoblackcarsparkedinfromofthegarageandI

don'tknowwhotheybelongto.Tomakematters

worsetheyweren’therewhenIgothome.

AllthewindowsofthecarsaretintedsoIcan'tsee

whoisinside.Idecidedtowalktothecarandsee

whoisinside.JustasIwasabouttogetthereIsee

thebackwindowofthenearestcaropening...



Them:DADDY!!!!

Me:Kids?

OkaynowIamextremelyconfused.Iwasaboutto

talkwhenmywifecomesout.Damnsheinstantly

makesmehard.Sheisintightformalredpants,a

redcorsettopandredheels.Shegotherhairdone

aswell,it'sashoulderlengthweave.Sheiswearing

alittlebitofmakeupandofcourseredlipstick.

ShecomesandhugsmebutamstillconfusedsoI

don'thugherback.

Me:MaMnguniwhat'sgoingon?Whathappenedto

yourcar?Who'sc...

Sheshutsmeupwithapeckthenwipeshere



lipstickoffmylips

Her:Onequestionatatimebaby...

Shegrabsmyhandandpullsmetowardsthecars

butIresist.Thensheturnstome.

Me:IwantanswersLuyandaMakhanya

Her:WhathappenedtoMaMnguni?

Me:RightLuyanda

Isayfirmly.SherollshereyesandIsqueezeher

hand.SheknowIhateitwhenshedoesthistome.

Shesighs

Her:Fiiiiiine...



Me:Talk!

Her:Okay.Igotyouthisasatokenofappreciation

Mnguni.Youheldmyhandthroughtherestless

nightswithVuyolwethu,Baba'scomingbackfrom

thedead,thekidnapping,themiscarriage,learning

thatIhaveabrother,thelabourpainsfromhell

WelaughandIwipehertears

Her:Babyyouhavebeennothingbutanexceptional

partnertome.Banziyourhavetaughtmesomuch

andweretheretohelpmegetupwheneverIfell.

Youtaughtmehowtonevergiveupandtoconquer

everyopticalthatcomesmyway.Thisismygiftto

youtosaythankyouandIloveyou...

Iamlostforwords.Shegotmeacar!Notjustany

areshegotmeablackGWagoninallit'sglory.I



cantellthatshewentalloutbecauseithasallthe

extras.It'sapurebeastItellyou.

IgrabherintomyarmsandIkisshermakingsure

shecanfeelthatIamgrateful.Igrabherass

makingsureshefeelsmybulge.Afterafewmoans

shepullsawayfrommeandclearsherthroat

Her:wearenotalonerememberhere...shepointat

thekidswithherhead.

Iseethemrunningaroundtheyard.

Thenshegrabsontomybulge.IjumpbecauseI

wasntexpectthat.Ilookatherandsheisbitingher

bottomlip

Her:Wewillpickupwherewedroppedofflater

tonight.



Shewinksatmeandwalksaway.OhIhavecreated

amonsterandIamenjoyingeveryinchofher.

Me:Butbabywhyaretheytwooftheexactsame

carsthough

Her:Hayibobabyyouwanttohaveallthenice

thingsforyourself.TjosiesZwelibanzi!!

Shewalksawaydramaticallyleavingmeinstitches.

Igotomynewbabyandcheckouttheinterioran

it’sallblack.Mybabywentalloutshame,sheeven

gotblackrims.Thecarsareidenticalontheoutside.

TheonlydifferenceisLuyanda’sseatsarered.

.

.



.

.

.

Luyanda

Her:LuyandaMakhanya,BAinChildPsychology

TearsrolldownmycheeksasIwalkacrossthe

stage.Icanhearmyfamilycheeringandululating,

makingmefeelevenmoreanxious.Ican'tbelieve

thatallmyhardwork,latenightsandthehoursI

spentawayfrommyfamilyhasfinallypaidoff.Iam

finallydonewithschool,fornow.Thegirlhas2

sashesonnow,thefirstoneisfrommyBAin

CulinaryArtsandonefrommyBAinChild

Psychology.

WhentheceremonyisoverItakeoffmygownoff



butleavemysasheson.Igetoutofthehalland

lookforthefamily.Iseethemgatheredbythecars.

Babaspotsmefirstandspreadshisarmswide.I

literallyjumpintohisarms,Babaworksoutsoheis

morethancapabletocatchme.WetightlyhugandI

canfeelmyshouldergettingwet.Heiscryingand

thatignitesmytears

Baba:IamsoproudofyouLuyandawamiandI

knowyourmotherissmilingdownonyouwithpride

writtenalloverherface.

Me:I...loveyousomuchBaba

Baba:Iloveyouevenmorenkosazanayami(my

princess)

Mama:HayiboBabasharethegirlwithus!



Theyalllaughandwebreakourhug,wellnotbefore

hekissthetopofmyhead.

.

.

Me:AwwwwDannyyououtdidyourself...

Isaylookingatmyselfinthemirror,withtearsin

myeyes.Iamwearingablackmermaiddressthat

iscoveredwithsequins.Honeyalltheassetsare

shownoff

Danny:WhenhaveInotoutdonemyselfboo!

Igiggle,wipingmytears

Banzi:Heyheyheywearetiredofseeingyourtears.

Youareanuglycrierman,stop!



Iturnaroundandwatchhimwalkintomyhotel

room..Heisinblackslimefitformalpantanda

crispwhiteshirtwithafewbutton

undoneandthegoldchainIgothimforhisbirthday.

Asusualhisbeardisniceandclean.

WhenheiscloserenoughIsmackhisshoulderand

helaughs.

Me:Thankyoubaby

Him:YourdeservesthisandmuchmoreSthandwa

Sami

Hesayskissingmyforehead.Thenhetakesmy

hand.

Him:Nowcome,wehaveguestswaitingforus.



.

.

Weareonthedancefloordancingthenightaway.

Theparentsaregoneandsoarethechildrenso

nowwecangetdownshamelessly.Thisnightis

justperfect!

??:AAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHHH

Myheartdropped.AllIseeisblood.

Me:Nonono

...

Onemoreinserty’all

PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE



[10/29,17:36] :Thecook,hissoulmate

ByLondiweDlamini

Insert50

Finale

Luyanda

Itfeelslikeeverythingishappeninginslowmotion.

Iseeworryandpainwrittenalloverherface,this

can’tbehappening,notnow.Iamstandinginshock,

notknowingwhattodo.Istandstillaspeoplestart

tocirclearoundher,tryingtoseewhat’sgoingon

withher,thenViwerunstohersideastheguys



pusheveryoneawayfromher.Iwanttobebyher

side,trustmeIdobutIcan’tseemtomovemylegs.

Shockandworryhascompletelyparalysedme.

Someoneputsajacketovermeshoulderandpulls

metohischest.Iknowit’sBanzi.Icry,Iamjustso

scared.

Me:It’st...toosoonBanzi.Sh..sheisbleeding..

Him:PleasecalmdownSthandwasami

Me:She...Shecouldloseher...herbabyorevenhe...

Hegentlypushesmeawayfromhischestthen

cupsmyfacetolookathim

Him:Luyanda,pleasecalmdown.YouknowViweis



goingtotakehertothebestdoctors.Pleasestop

worryingsomuch,it’snotgoodforyouandweboth

knowLeewouldslapyouforcryingoverher.

IchucklebecausethatissotrueLeeisaggressive

evenwhensheissick.

Him:Allweneedrightnowareyourprayersnot

yourtears,okay?

Inodmyheadandthenhekissesme.

.

.

.

.

.

Luyolo



Just2hoursagowewereallonthedancefloor

havingthetimeofourlivesandnowwearesitting

inthewaitingroomwithonlyfearinourhearts.

IwatchasViwesparentscomeintothehospital

followedbytherestofourparents.

Baba:What’sgoingon?WhereareLeratoand

Siviwe?

Thembastandsupthenexplainstothemwhat

happened.

Lee’smom:Ohhmychild

Shesayasshefallstothefloorlettingherhusband

catchher.MamaisscreaminginBabaarmsand

nowallthewivesarecrying.



Me:Ican’ttakethisshitanymore!

Anticipationandworriedarekillingmeandnow

hearingthemothersandwivescryingistakingme

tomybreakingpoint.

Iwalkoutofthehospitalandgetintomycar.Ineed

toalone.AsIdrivetearsandcomingdownmy

cheekslikewaterfall.Idon’tknowwhereIamgoing

butIamnotworriedaboutmydestinationbecause

rightnowIwanttobefarawayfromthat

depressinghospital.

IendupatapubwhichisperfectbecauseIcan

drownallmyworriesinalcohol.Iputmyphoneon

silentthencallthebartender

Me:Givemethestrongestthingyouhaveandkeep

themcoming!



Helooksatmyblackcardandsmiles

Him:Igotyou

.

.

.

.

Luyanda

It’stheweehoursofthemorningandwehavebeen

inthiswaitingroomforhoursnow.Idon’tknow

howmanycupsofcoffeewehavehadandIam

prettysurewehavecriedenoughtearstofillupa

jugeach.

JustasIwasabouttosleepViwewalkintothe



waitingroomwithtearsrollingdownhischeeks.My

heartdropsatthesightofhistears.Heclearshis

throat

Viwe:ITSABOY!

Hesayswiththebiggestsmileonhisface.

Everyonescreamsinexcitementbutweare

shushesbutthenurses.

Me:How’sLee?

Theneveryonegoessosilentbuthejustsmiles

puttingusallatease.

Viwe:bothmomandbabyperfectlyhealth.

.

WeareallinLee’sroomlookingatthebabywhen



thedoctorwalksin

Dr:WowIhaveneverseensoveryvisitorsinone

roomtoseeababy

Banzi:Wellheisonespecialbaby

Dr:MhmmalrightwelldoesMrSpecialhaveIname

yet?

LeelookatViweconfusedbuthehasthisglowon

hisface

Viwe:doesn’thelooklikeaKumkani?

Lee:Yeahhedoes,aKumkaniKhotsoZulu

Enhle:Mommies,youbetterwatchyoudaughters



becausewemeanbusinesshere!

.

Afteranhourwealldecidedtogivemommysotime

tosleep.

Lee:LulucanIhaveasecondwithyouinprivate

please

Me:Yeahsure

EveryonesaysgoodbyesthenBanziandIareleft

behind.Banzikissesmyforehead

Him:Iwillwaitforyououtsidethedoor.Goodnight

guysandcongratulationsyetagain.

Them:thankyousomuch



HewalksoutandImoveclosertoLee

Lee:LuyandaIjustwantedtoapologiseforspoiling

yourbigday.

Me:What?ListenLeratoIdon’tcareaboutallthat.

Wecanalwayshaveanotherpartybutnever

anotherLerato.IamjustgladyouandKumkaniare

healthy.Iloveyoutoomuch,Ican’tloseyou.

Viwe:Anotherthing,wechoseyouashis

Godmother

WowIreallywasn’texpectingthat.Ithoughtthey

wouldchooseViwe’ssisterorsomething

Me:Me?Whyme?



Viwe:Causeyou’rerichgirl!

Welaugh

Lee:Ouchouch,rememberIcan’tlaughIjustgot

outofsurgery!

Viwe:I’msorryMageba(clanname)

Hesayskissinghernose

Lee:Noonaseriousnote.Youaremyfirsttrue

friend,youtreatedandlovedmelikewehadknown

eachothersincewewereindiapers.Iknowthatif

anythinghappenstoustodayyouwouldtake

Kumkaniinandraisehimlikehecameoutofyou

womb.JustlikeyoudoVuyo.IloveyouChomi.

.



.

It’s2:45amweareatthepetrolstationfillingforthe

ridehomewhenIgetamessagefromLuyolo,it’sa

videosoIpressplay.

Him:Babytellthemwhatwejustdid

Hesayslookingatthecamera

Shefacesthatcameraandsays.

Her:WEJUSTGOTMARRIED!!!

Him:Wegotmarried!!!

Wait,didyouLuyolojustsayhegotmarried?Itry

callinghimbuthedoesn’tanswerhisphone.I

watchthevideoagainandlookattheirfingers.



Theseidiotsgottattoosinsteadisrings.Whatthe

hellisgoingon!!??

...

THEEND

Thankyouforalltheloveandsupportyouguyhave

beengivingme.Iwillseey’allinBOOKTWO.

Iwilldefinitelypasttheprologueofthenextbook

here.

LoveLondiweDlamini


