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Introduction

7yearsago

Siza

RightnowatthismomentIregrettellinghimthis,butIhadto

tellmyfamilybeforeistarted

showing,Iknewbabawouldbemadbutthisno,heislivid,he

eventhrewabucketfullof

wateratme,Iamstandingheredrippingwet,Iamsoscared

rightnowthelookonhisface

ismurderous.Iampracticallyshaking,scaredofmylife,my

motherisweepinginthecorner

andmysisterhasthissmugonherfaceobviouslyhappythatI

havedisappointedmyfather.

Baba‘’pregnantinmyhouse,iwarnedyouSizakele,Itoldyouto

stayawayfromthatboy’’

hescreamedandstartedtakingoffhisbeltandhecharged

towardsmereadytobeatthe



livingshitoutofme,mymothercamerunningandstoodin

frontofmecrying

Baba‘’nkosikazi(wife),getoutofmywayorIwillwhipyou

both’’

Ma‘’Ibegyoumyhusband,pleasehavemercyonher,sheisstill

yourchild’’

Baba‘’mychildIdonothaveachildthatisahoe,Itoldherto

stayawayfromthatboybut

shechosenottolistentome’’

Me‘’babaIamsorrypleaseforgiveme’’

Baba‘’whydidyoudisappointmelikethis,Idoeverythingfor

youandyoursister’’

Me‘’itwasamistakebaba’’

Baba‘’don’tgetmemoremadSizakele,didyouaccidentallyfall

ontopofthatboy’’

Ma‘’Ithinkweallneedtocomedownandgotobedandsleep

onitthenhaveafamily

meetingonawayforwardtomorrowmorning’’myfather’s

chuckled

Baba‘’whatwayforward,sheisleavingmyhouse,Iwillnotstay

withachildwhohasachild,



sheisanadultnowshemustfendforherselfandthatthingshe

iscarryinginherwomb’’

Ma‘’whatdoyoumeanbaba’’

Baba‘’Iamarespectablemaninthisvillage,Iampartofthe

kingscounselandIama

principal,whatwouldpeoplesayaboutmeforkeepinga

disobedientchildinmyhome,I

havetosetanexampleinthecommunity’’

Me‘’babapleaseIbegyou’’

Baba‘’listenhere,packyourthingscozfirstthingtomorrow

morningyouaregoingtothat

boyshouse,youarehisresponsibilitynowIwashmyhandsoff

you,asoftodayyouareno

longermydaughterandeveryonewhoisstillapartofthis

familyisforbiddentokeepcontact

withyou,Sizakeleyouwillstopusingmysurnameandreferring

toyourselfasmydaughter,

getoutofmyfaceandgopackyourthings’’allIcoulddowas

cryandmymothercontinued

begginghimtochangehismind,buthejustleftusthereand

wenttotheirbedroom.Mysisterwassothrilledshehasalways



enjoyedseeingmemessupsoshecankeephergood

girltitlewithmyfather.Mypoormothercouldn’tcontainher

tears,butmyfatherhasspoken

andhiswordislaw.Somamahelpedmepackeverythingthat

belongedtomeandleftmeto

sleepbutIcouldn’tevenclosemyeyesatall.

Morningcameandmyfatherwokemeupat

4amandaccompaniedmetoVusi’shouse,thisisthevillageso

4amisnotthatearly,wegot

totheirhouseandhismotherandfatherwerealreadyup

havingtea.Theyweresurprisedto

seeusintheiryardthatearlywithmeholdingaclothwithmy

clothesinside.Hismother

lookedatmeandfrownedshehaschasedmeoutofVusi’shuta

fewtimes,shedoesn’t

reallylikememuch

Baba‘’greetingsbakwaKhumalo’’

MrK‘’sawubonaDlamini’’

MrsK‘’whatbringsyoutoourhomethisearly’’shesay’swith



anattitude

MrK‘’stopthat,goandgetabenchtotheycansit’’shecame

withoneandbabaandIsat

Baba‘’thankyouKhumalo,isyouryoungestsonin’’

MrK‘’yesheis,isthereaproblem’’

Baba‘’canyoupleasecallhim,thismatterinvolveshim’’his

motherwasabouttogocallhim

whenhecameoutofhishut,hesawmeandsmiledandthat

mademeblush,Vusialready

knewsohewasexpectingthis

MrK‘’rightontime,soncomehere’’hecameandsatnexttohis

father

Baba‘’Sizakeletoldmeandmywifethatsheispregnantand

yoursonhereisresponsible’’

MrsK‘’heiheiwho’ssonisresponsible,sheistheonewhowas

runningaftermyson,and

thevillagersknowthatsheisaloosepantyitcouldbeanyone’’

MrK‘’mfazishutup,wenaVusidoyouknowthisyounggirland

whatsheissaying’’

Vusi‘’yebobabaIknowSizaandIacknowledgethechildshe

carries’’thankGod



Baba‘’wellinthatcase,sheisyourresponsibilitynow,Iwillnot

harbourawomaninmy

house,sinceyoutwodecidedtoplayhusbandandwife,itis

timeitbecameofficial,sheisno

longermychildbutyourresponsibility,Idonotevenwant

Lobolaforherheadshehas

disgracedme,youcanhaveherforfree’’myheartbrokefurther

MrsK‘’what,youcan’tdumpyourchildherewithustellhimmy

husband’’

MrK‘’actuallyhecanmfazi,Dlamini,pleaseforgivemyson,we

willtakefullresponsibility

forherandtheoffspring’’myfatherstoodup

Baba‘’wellthen,Iwilltakemyleave,rememberSizakele,donot

setfootinmyhousedonot

talktoanyoneinmyfamily,youarenolongerapartofus’’I

wascryingpainfullyandmy

fatherleft.Vusicametositnexttomeandcomfortedme

Mrsk‘’youwillnotspongeofusinthishouse,youwillhelpwith

thechoresandsinceyou

arepregnantyouwillnolongergotoschool,youwillteachall

thoseinnocentkids



nonsense’’

MrK‘’canyoujustholdyourself,Vusiyouhaveresponsibilities

now,youwillhavetoman

up’’

Vusi‘’Iknowbaba,allIaskisthatyoutakecareofhertillI

finishmydegreeandonceIam

doneIwillcometakeherandmychildwithmetotheCity’’.

MrK‘’fairenoughndodana’’.

Presentday

MynameisSizakele,andIhavenosurnamecozmyfather

disownedmeallthoseyears

ago,wellIcan’tevencallmyselfVusi’swifecozmyfathertold

themthathedoesn’twant

Lobolaformyhead,Iam23yearsnowandIhavea7yearold

daughterInamedher

Siphephelobecausesheisexactlythat,mysanctuary,myplace

ofpeace,sheissucha

livelychild,shelooksmorelikeVusithoughIfeltbetrayedafter



thehardshipsIwentthrough

duringmypregnancy,butnonethelessIloveherwitheveryfibre

ofmybeing.WellIamstill

inthisGodforsakenvillage,withVusi’sfamily.Mydadstill

wantsnothingtodowithmy

daughterandI,butmymomcouldn’tstayaway,shetriesbyall

meanstokeepincontact

withus,well,mysistermademyfatherproud,shefinishedhigh

schoolandafterthatgot

marriedtotheownerofthelargesttimberplantationinour

Village,shelivesinthecitywith

herhusbandandchild.WellIamstillreferredtoasthegirlthat

gotpregnantoutofwedlock

anddidn’tfinishhighschool.IthasbeenhardcozVusiisnever

home,allhedoesissend

moneywhenheremembers,heisnowabiglawyerinthecity,it

hurtsbecausehehad

promisedthatoncehefinishedschoolhewillcometakeuswith

himtothecitybutIamyet

toseethatday.Dali(Vusi’smotheraswecallher)hatesme

withpassion,sheneverforgets



toremindmethatIamnotVusi’swifeandthatihavefailedin

tryingtotraphersonwitha

child,thosewordshithomeeverytime,mylifehasnoprogress

really,ihavesomany

dreamsbutwhatisthepointreally,successisnotforpeople

likeme.AllIdoisslaveaway

forDaliandherdaughtersinlawbecausetheyaremarried

whileIwasjustdroppedoffby

myfather.ThepainIhavehadtoendurethroughouttheyears

istoomuchforonesoulbutI

cannotgiveup,Ihavemydaughtertothinkof.Girlsmyageare

livingintheirhusbands

homesandsomeinthecitygoingtouniversityandworkingbut

notme,Iamstuckwitha

childandnofamily,Icleanpeoplesfarmsforaliving,withthe

littleIhaveIpayfor

Siphephelo’sschoolfeesandtobuyfoodwhenDalidecidesto

starveus,somedaysIwishI

knewVusi’saddresssoIcangoaskhimwhyheleftustosuffer.

Idreamofsomething

biggersomethingbrighterwhichIdonotknowofbutmy



backgroundalwayshaveawayof

remindingmethatIamnothing.

Wedonotknowwhattomorrowholdsbutifyouwalkwithme

throughthisjourneyyouwill

findout.AllIknowis,itisgoingtobehardbeforeitgetsbetter.
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Chapter02

Siza

MydaughterandIwenttochurchanditwasagreat,itreally

upliftedmyspirit,wenever

misschurchcozthatistheonlyplaceIfeelathomeandluckily

formePhepheenjoysittoo,I

decidedtotakemydaughtertothewhiteman’scar,hecomes

toourvillageeverylastSundayofthe

Monthtosellallthesenicefoods,itwillbemyfirsttimeeating

heresincemyfatherdisownedme.I

usedtoenjoyhotdogandburgerwithcokethenhaveicecream



afterwards,soIdecidedtotreatmy

daughtertosome.

Me‘’phephe,guesswherewearegoing’’

Her‘’obviouslywearegoinghomemama’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nobabymamaistakingyoutothewhiteman’scar’’she

screamedinexcitement

Her‘’canIpleasehaveicecreamSiza’’

Me‘’todayyoucanhaveeverythingyouwantmylove’’

Her‘’thankyouthankyoumama,Iloveyousomuch’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoomybaby’’wegottothefoodtruckandI

boughtheraburgerwithchipsandcoke

thenorderedicecreamforwhenweleave,shewasenjoyingher

meal,myheartbrokecozshehasa

successfulfatherbutsheisnotusedtoallthegoodthings

available,Icouldn’tmanagetokeepmy

tearsin

Her‘’areyoucryingSiza?’’

Me‘’ohnomylove,Iamjustenjoyingthisfoodtoomuchitis

makingmecry’’shegiggledmy



favouritesoundintheworld

Her‘’younevercrybutyouarecryingforfood,youarefunny

mama’’

Me‘’itistoogood,lookatyou,youarenotevensayinganything

whileeatingandweallknowyou

can’tkeepquietevenwhenyoueat’’shesmiledandmyheart

warmedup

Her‘’mama,canIpleasehavethisagaintonight’’

Me‘’ofcourseyoucan,todayIamspoilingyou’’hersmile

widened

Her‘’eatupsowecangohome,Ineedtogocook,wedon’t

wanttoangerDalinowdowe’’

Me‘’yesIdon’twanthertoshoutatyou’’wecontinuedeating

andjokingwhenIsawmyparents

andmysisterarrive,myheartwentintomystomach,theywere

laughinghappilyuntiltheireyes

landedonme.Theywenttothetruckandorderedthensaton

thetableabitfarfromus.They

didn’tevenacknowledgeme,itwaslikeIdidn’texist,mymother

keptonstealingglancesatusand

smilingabitwhendadwasnotlooking,Ilovehersomuch



Her‘’Siza,whyareyousad?Isitbecauseyourdaddyishere’’my

eyeswidened,Ihavenevertoldher

aboutmydad,Ihaven’texplainedwhathappenedtoher,Ijust

toldhertonevertryandspeaktomy

motherwhensheiswithotherpeoplebecauseshewillbein

troubleandshewillnotbeablecome

seeusandbringusthingsandsheunderstood,soyoucan

imaginetheshock

Me‘’howdoyouknowmydaddybaby?’’

Her‘’IheardDalispeakingtosis’Busi’’Iclosemyeyesandsigh

Me‘’babyeatyourfoodwemustleavenow’’

Her‘’whydoeshehateussomuch,whydoeseveryonehateus

Siza’’myheartliterallybrokeintoa

millionpieces

Me‘’baby,Iloveyouwithallmyheartandthatisenoughokay?’’

Her‘’IknowandIloveyoutoo,andSiza’’

Me‘’yesPhephe’’

Her‘’Godalsolovesus’’Ismilesweetlyatherandnodded.

Me‘’that’srightSthandwasam’’.WefinishedourmealandI

wenttotakeourorderandIhanded



hericecream.Arrivinghomewefoundthewholefamilysiting

outsidelaughingatsomething,we

greetedbuttheyallremainsilentexceptBabaandNonto

(Vusi’seldestbrotherswife)

Nonto‘’howwaschurchSiza?’’

Me‘’itwasamazing,thereisnoplacelikethehouseofthelord’’

Dali‘’thenwhydon’tyouleavemyhouseandgostayinthe

houseoftheLordwenarubbish’’I

lookeddown

Baba‘’stopthisnkosikazi(wife),Phephedidyouprayforme?’’

Her‘’Iprayedforeveryonemkhulu’’

Baba‘’ngiyabongayezwa(thankyou)’’hesay’ssmiling,

bab’KhumaloandNontoaretheonlypeople

whotreatmerightinthishouse,therestjustseenothingbuta

slave

Dali‘’ntombazane(girl)thepotsarewaiting,Isuggestyougo

removethatchurchdressandgostart

withthefire’’

Nonto‘’IwillcooktodayDali,Sizayoucanrestsisi’’

Me‘’thankyou’’



Dali‘’yeiiiiiiNontothisismyhousemyrulesgo,youhearme’’

Nonto‘’Iamsorryma,Ithoughtshecouldrest’’sheclickedher

tongue

Baba‘’IhatewhatyouaredoingMaKhumaloIhatereally,treat

thesegirlsequallyplease’’

Siza’smother

Seeingmydaughterandmygranddaughterlaughlikethatand

enjoyingwarmedmyheartbutthe

waymyhusbandpretendedlikehedoesnotseethemcrushed

me,howcanhepretendlikehe

didn’tbirthSiza,shemadeamistake,whycan’thejustforgive

her,ourchildissufferingwhileboth

herparentsarestillalive.Icannotbelievethatmyhusbandis

thisheartless.

Thandiwe‘’Jesusbabadidyouseehowwornoutandold

Sizakelelooks’’shemadeadisgustedface

Dlamini‘’thatiswhatyougetfornotlisteningtoyourfather’’



Thandiwe‘’exactlybaba,IamgladIlistenedandstucktoyour

teachings’’

Dlamini‘’andlookatyounow,marriedtoasuccessfulyoung

man.Livinginthecitywhileshesuffers

hereinthevillagewithachildandnoteducationorhusband.I

amproudofyouThandikababa’’

Thandiwe‘’ngiyabongababa(thankyoudad)’’shesayssmiling,

whyisThandiwesoevil

Dlamini‘’haomaDlaminiwhyareyousoquiet’’

Me‘’becauseSizakeleismydaughterandIcan’ttalkillofher’’

Dlamini‘’weareonlysayingthetruth’’

Me‘’itisyourtruthDlamininotminesopleasedon’texpectme

tohateorbehappythatthefruitof

mywombissufferingwhileIamstillaliveandable’’

Dlamini‘’whoareyoutalkingtolikethat’’

Me‘’youaskedandIonlyanswered’’

Thandiwe‘’haomama’’

Me‘’whenareyougoingbacktoyourhouseIamsureyour

husbandandchildareback’’

Thandiwe‘’youhavealwayslovedhermorethanmemamaI



alwaysknewit’’

Me‘’unlikeyourfatherIcanneverbeabletodividemywomb

andlovemychildrendifferently,just

becauseIwastoldtoneverkeepcontactwithheritdoesn’tshe

isnotmychildorIwillstoplovingher’’

Dlamini‘’youarewayoutofline,Ipaidyourbrideprice,youwill

nottalktomelikeyouareclimbing

atree,IamyourhusbandandIdeservesomerespect’’Istand

upandsigh

Me‘’youwillfindmeathome,enjoyyourmeal’’Iwalkedaway,

theyshouldpickuptheirjaws.I

haveneverspokentomyhusbandlikethatbefore,Ibowdown

tothatman’slaw,butIcouldn’t

standtohearthemtalkaboutmychildlikethat,whyaresoevil.

Vusi

Weekendsgobyveryquickdammit,Ispentthispastweekend

withtheboysclubhoping,mylady

wentonvacationwithheryoungersister,soIdecidedtofreak

onwiththehommies,wehavebeen



drinkingfromFridayafterweknockedoffandwestillatiteven

now,Iamwithmychildhoodfriend

Mandla,wegrewupinthevillageandcametoJozitostudyhe

camefirstandifollowed,Istudiedlawandhestudied

medicine,webothmadeit,wehaveanameinourrespective

industries,heisengagedtoo,wellI

amplanningonpoppingthequestionsoon.

Me‘’Idon’twanttogobacktowork’’

Mandla‘’tellmeaboutit’’

Me‘’IamplanningonproposingtoMercywhenshecomes

back’’

Steve‘’WTFwhywouldyoutwowanttotieyourselfwithone

womanImeanthisisJozithereis

pussyeverywhere’’welaugh

Me‘’manmarryingMercycomeswithalotofbenefits’’

Steve‘’atleastyouhavesomethingtobenefit,plusyourwoman

issexyasfuck’’

Me‘’heychilloutbra,thatismyfuturewifeyoutalkingabout’’

Steve‘’sorryman’’



Me‘’Mindlos,whyareyousilent,aren’tyougonnacomplainor

celebrate’’

Mandla‘’whataboutSizaman?’’

Me‘’ohbafo,didyouhavetobringherup’’

Steve‘’shemeansFarmJulia?’’Ilaughandnod

Me‘’imagineman’’

Mandla‘’sheisnowfarmJuliaVusireally,sheisthemotherof

yourchild,haveyouforgottenwhat

thatpoorgirlwentthroughbecauseyougotherpregnant’’

Me‘’Ididn’tforget,nowImustbetiedtohercozofthat?No

man,IloveheryesbutIamnot

attractedtoher,Imeanlookatme,lookatSizaandMercy,who

suitsmebetter’’

Mandla‘’whatyouaredoingisnotrightman,atleastend

things’’

Me‘’shemustjustreadbetweenthelines’’

Mandla‘’rememberkarma,thatisallIamgoingtosay’’

Me‘’yohchill,youcanhaveherifyouwant’’

Mandla‘’Imightjust’’

Steve‘’andleavethathourglassfigure,youarefullofjokes



ntwana’’welaughandMandlajust

shakeshishead.

Me‘’letusjustleavethisconversationonceIdon’twantusto

fightbecauseofSiza’’

Mandla‘’Iamthinkingofgoingdowntothevillagenextweek,

wannadrivewithme’’

Me‘’Ihavealotonmyplatebruh,workwise,butIwillgiveyou

moneytogivetoSizaformydaughter’’

Mandla‘’sure,butIamsureSiphephelowouldlovetoseeyou,

it’sbeenmonthsman’’

Me‘’Iamgonnamaketime’’

Mandla‘’ifyousayso’’

Steve‘’enoughwiththisbabymamatalk’’

Me‘’Isecondthat’’

Mandla‘’Iguessweshouldjustgetonwiththegettingdrunk

andgoingtoworkwithahellofa

hangover’’

Me‘’nowyouaretalking’’

Steve‘’wecaneventoasttothat’’wealllaugh

Mandla‘’andwenantwanawhathappenedwiththatchickfrom



lastnight’’

Steve‘’Iboughtherandherfriendsdrinks,andwetookittothe

bathroom,hadquickiesintherea

fewtimes’’

Me‘’thoughtyouweregoingtotakeherhomewithyou’’

Stave‘’nah,herpussywasjustbasic,yourtypicalslayqueen,it’s

nolongertight’’

Mandla‘’thatisnothowyoutalkaboutawoman,Ihopeyou

usedprotection’’Irollmyeyes

Steve‘’yohmfundisi(priest)Ididuseiplasticntwanayam’’

Mandla‘’atleastyoustillvalueyourlife’’welaugh

Me‘’true,phelathisonelivesrecklessly’’.Therestofthedaywe

chillwatchingsocceranddrinking

ourexpensivebottles.

Pleasedocommentreactandshare.Silentreaderhaocanyou

pleasejustreactheeitsonlyfair.Letourpagelikesreflecton

postlikesplease.Thanksforthesupport
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Mandla

TodayIamdrivingdowntoseemymother,ithasbeenawhile

sinceIwenthome,shemustmiss

me,beingaDrisnothelpingmyschedule,Iamreallygladtobe

goinghomeforthesefewdays,I

coulddowiththepeace,thecitycanbetoomuchattimes,and

itisreallyawayformetorunaway

fromthisgirl

Palesa‘’butbabedoyoureallyhavetogothere’’

Me‘’Ineedto,ithasbeenawhilesinceIsawmymother’’

Palesa‘’butbooIjustmovedin,Ithoughtwecouldspendthis

weekendtogetheryouknow,maybe

lookatwaystoredecoratetheplace,theisawomanhereafter

all’’

Me‘’Idon’tseeanythingwrongwiththisplace’’

Palesa‘’youareaman,Ican’tletyoudecideonsuchmatters’’

Me‘’exactlythat’swhyyouwentbehindmybacktobuyyourself



aringandtaketoinstagramthat

weareengagedright?’’

Palesa‘’exactlybaby,ifIhadwaitedforyoutoproposeIwould

havewaitedforever’’

Me‘’right’’Irollmyeyes

Palesa‘’so,howlongwillyoubegonefor?’’

Me‘’probablyaweek,notsureyet’’

Palesa‘’thatisalongtime,butIamnotworried’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumean’’

Palesa‘’therearenogirlslookingtosecurethebagoverthere,I

knowthosegrannylookinggirlswill

nottryanythingwithyou’’

Me‘’okaythen,letmegetgoing’’

Palesa‘’aren’tyouforgettingsomething?’’

Me‘’what?’’Iaskconfused

Palesa‘’blackcardbabe,howwillIsurvivethiswholeweek’’I

rolemyeyes

Me‘’Iwillsendyoumoney,Iamnotleavingmycardwithyou,I

don’twanttobebankrupt’’



Palesa‘’funny,safetripboo,loveyou’’shesaysandIwalkout,

canshejustdisappearfrommylife

Vusi

Iwasattheofficeanditwassuperhectic,IwishItookMandla’s

offeranddrovewithhimtothe

villageIcouldusethebreakbutthethoughtofseeingSizaall

week,shewasgoingtonagandIam

notforthatnow,thoughIreallymissmydaughter,Ineedtogo

seehersoon,thisisnotright,I

shouldn’tincludeherinmyproblemswithhermom.Iwas

spinningwithmychairwhenmyjunior

gotin

Her‘’sorrytodisturbsir,butthebigbossaskedmetocallyou’’

thatisMercy’sfather

Me‘’nosweat,isheinhisoffice?’’

Her‘’yesheissir’’

Me‘’okaythanks’’shewalksoutandIfollowhershortly,Iknock

inhisofficeandheshoutscomein



Him‘’ohitsyou’’

Me‘’Iwastoldyouwantedtoseeme’’

Him‘’yes,andrelaxitisnotaboutwork’’Isigh

Him‘’Iwanttotalkaboutyouandmybabygirl,seatdown’’

Me‘’thankyousir’’

Him‘’shetellsmeshedoesn’tknowanyofyourfamilymembers,

sotellmewhatareyourintentions

withmydaughter’’Iswallow

Me‘’honestlySir,IloveyourdaughterandIwanttomarryher,

andtotellyouthetruthIwas

planningtoproposesoonasshegetsbackfromBali,Ihave

evenboughtthering,itishere’’Itakeit

outandhandittohim,helooksatitandhandsitback

Him‘’itisnotthebiggestrockbutitwilldo,thiswillmakeher

happy,Iapprove’’

Me‘’thankyouSir,Iwilltakeherdowntothevillageafterour

engagement’’

Him‘’goodthen’’Istanduptoleave

Him‘’andVusi’’

Me‘’yessir’’hislookchangedtothatofadangerousone,seehe



isalsoaMafia,ourfirmmainly

defendkingpinsIamtalkingaboutcriminalsinsuits,expensive

suits

Him‘’youknowmydaughtersareallIhaveandIwouldn’twant

toseeanyofthemsufferfromanything,ifyoueverhurt

mydaughter,sonifyoueverhurtevenasinglestrandofhairon

herheadIwillstranglethelifeoutof

youwithmybarehandsyouunderstand’’hefixedmytieand

smiles

Me‘’Iwon’thurthersir,Ipromise’’hewinksatmeandwalks

backtohischair,Iamscaredatthis

point,damnIknewRazorwasdangerousbutnotlikethis,to

threatenmelikethis

Him‘’wearedonehere,youcangobacktowork’’Iwalkedout

tryingtocatchmybreath

Siza

IgotapiecejobatMaNtuli’shouse,shesaidhersoniscoming

homeandaskedthatIspringclean

thewholeplace,thepaywasverygenerous,butshealwaysdoes



thatcozshepitiesmeIthink,

maybesheisonepersonwhoknowsmysituationcloselycoz

herandDaliarefriends,buthaven’t

beencloseforyearsnow,IthinkitisbecauseofthewayDali

treatsmeandPhephe,sheisa

Christiansoshedoesn’tbelieveinill-treatingothers.MaNtuli

wenttogetPhephefromschooland

wentwithhertothemarket.Iwasonlyleftwiththekitchenand

thenIamdone.AcarparkedandI

thoughtitwasjustataxidroppingmaandphephe.Amalevoice

startledme

Him‘’heySiza’’Ijumpedandscreamedalittle

Me‘’ohmyGod,Mandla,doyouwanttokillme’’helaughed

Him‘’Iamsorry,howareyou?’’

Me‘’Iamverywellthanks,howareyou’’

Him‘’Iamgreatjusttired,thedrivedownheretakesallmy

energy’’

Me‘’ohsitdownletmefixyousomethingtodrink’’

Him‘’thankyou,whereismymother’’

Me‘’shewenttothemarketwithPhephe’’



Him‘’okay,ohbeforeIforget,Vusiaskedmetogiveyouthisfor

Phephe’’hehandedmemoney

Me‘’ohokaythanks,Iwashopinghewouldcomewithyou’’I

sounddisappointedandhegivesmea

lookofpityandhatethatIhatebeingpitied

Him‘’sorrySiza,workiskeepinghisbusy,heisalwaysincourt’’

Inod

Me‘’isheokaythough?’’

Him‘’heisokay,hesaidIshouldtellyouhewillcomedown

soon’’

Me‘’thatiswhathealwayssay’sbutitsfine’’

Him‘’sorrySiza,howhaveyoubeenholdingup’’

Me‘’whatcanIsayIamcarryingmycross,takingitadayata

time’’

Him‘’thingsstillthesameatthehouse’’

Me‘’ifnotworse,butitsliferight’’

Him‘’everythingwillworkout,you’llsee’’

Me‘’Ibelieve,letmetakeyourthingstoyourbedroom’’

Him‘’noSizaIwilldoit’’

Me‘’nopleaseletme,youaretired’’Itookhisbagsandcame



backtothekitchen,MaandPhephe

walkedin

Phephe‘’mamalookwhatgogogotme’’sheshowedmehernew

dressandshoes

Me‘’ohthosearenicebaby,didyousaythankyou?’’

Ma‘’ofcourseshedid,youtaughtherwellSiza,nanagoeatyour

foodinthere’’sheleft

Me‘’thanksmama,youspoilher’’

Him‘’haibomama,amIinvisible’’

Ma‘’ohfanosorryman,unjani,howwasyourdrive,itisgoodto

seeyou,Ihopeyoubroughtme

money’’welaugh

Him‘’Iamokay,mydrivewastiring,andyesmamaIbrought

moneyandpills’’

Ma‘’goodboy’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Mandlaletmepreparewaterforyoutobath’’

Him‘’thankyouSiza,onlythingIhateaboutthisplaceisthat

thereisnoelectricity’’

Me‘’weareusedtoitthina’’

Ma‘’tellhimmybaby’’



Him‘’Ialwayssendyoumoneytobuypatrolforthegenerator

though’’

Ma‘’aiIsurvivewithoutpower,Ionlyneeditwhenyouare

around,Ihavelotsofpatrolinthehut

outside’’

Him‘’thankGod’’

Me‘’Ineedtofinishupmamabeforeitgetslate’’

Ma‘’yespleasedobeforethatwomaneatsyoualive’’

Me‘’Idon’tthinkIwanttofindmyselfinthebellyofthebeast’’

theylaugh,IprepareMandlawater

tobathandfinishthekitchen.Hehadalreadystartedthe

generatorandtheywerewatchingTV.

Phephelaughingsomuch

Me‘’baby,itistimetogo’’

Phephe‘’butmama,Iamwatching,canIpleasesleepher’’

Me‘’nobabywedon’twanttoabusemama'skindness’’

Ma‘’nonsense,shecansleepover,Iwillprepareherforschool

tomorrowandMandlawilltakeher’’

Me‘’okaymama,Ijusthopeitwon’tbetoomuchforyou’’she

dismissedmeandtoldMandlato



accompanyme.IkissedPhephegoodbyeandshedidn’thavemy

time,IfearthisTV.

Pleasecomment,reactandshare.Iappreciatethosewhoare

alwaysinteractingwithmeviacommentsandreactions,youare

thereasonformyconsistency.Mysilentreadersblessmewith

thosereactionsatleast.SeeyouMonday

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter04

Siza

ThepeacethatisinthishouseholdisexactlywhatIneeded,

Daliwenttovisithersicksisterin

anothervillage,soIhavebeenrelaxing,Nontotoldmetorelax

andshewilldothecleaningand

cooking,forthefirsttimesinceIstayedIhavebeenwakingup

around8amanditfeelsgreat,plus

mydaughterhasbeenatMaNtuli’shousefor3daysnow,this

TViskillingmeshame,Mandlamust

justgobacktothecitysoIcangetmydaughterback,todayI



amtakingcleanschooluniformtoher

andwashthedirtyone’s.Iwassittingunderthetreeonthemat,

Nontoappearedandsatnexttome

Her‘’hereisyourfood’’

Me‘’thanksNonto,itfeelsgoodbeingservedhey’’

Her‘’Ijustwantyoutorelaxwhilesheisaway’’

Me‘’Ireallyappreciateit,thankyousomuch’’

Her‘’youdosomuchSiza,itisonlyfairtohelpyououtwhenI

can,whenisPhephecomingback’’

Me‘’aahhhthatone,shewillonlycomebackwhenMandlagoes

backtothecity,cozthat’swhen

theTVwillstopplaying,MaNtuliisnotafanofTVand

electricity’’shelaughs

Her‘’wemissherroundher’’

Me‘’honestlyNontoIamkindofgladsheisthere,sheisso

happyandsheisnotworryingaboutme,

orbeingscaredthatDalimightstartsayingthingsthathurt

me’’

Her‘’nooffenceSiza,butwhydon’tyoujustgoandstartalife



somewherewithyourdaughter,like

buildyourhutsomewhereelse’’

Me‘’IwishIcould,butyouknowyoucan’tjustbuildonanyland

withouttheKingallocatingthe

spacetoyou,andremembermyfatherisamemberoftheroyal

counselandthekingsadvisor,he

willensurethatthekingdeclinesmyrequest’’

Her‘’IjusthatehowSizaistreatingyouinthishouse’

Me‘’sheknowsIhavenoone,soshetreatsmeanyhowshe

desiresandthatisfine,butIcan’tlet

mydaughtertobehervictimtoo,Iwanttoleavethisplace,but

whereto’’

Her‘’howaboutyougofindVusiinthecity’’

Me‘’Idon’thavehisaddresssisi,andDaliwillnevergiveitto

me’’

Her‘’don’tworryIwillfinditforyouandwhenyougothereI

willlookafterPhephe’’

Me‘’thankyousomuchNonto’’shesmilesandhugsme

Mandla



Ithasbeenreallygreatbeingathomewithmymomand

Phephe,shehasbeenheresinceIgother,

sheissuchagreatkid,smarttoo,sheisnotyourtypical7year

old,shehatescartoonsbutenjoys

watchinganimalshowsanddocumentaries,sheisaspecialkid,I

wishVusigaveherattention,she

hasbeenaskingmetoshowherpicturesofhimandonceasked

metocallhimbutittookmeto

voicemail.

Ma‘’fano’’mymomandpetnames

Me‘’oulady’’

Ma‘’whatisthetime,idon’twanttobelateforfetching

Phephe’’Ismile

Me‘’it’sstillearlyma,Iwilldriveandgether’’

Ma‘’no,Iwanttogowithhertothemarketthengotothe

churchservice’’

Me‘’withheruniform,itneedstobewashedmos’’

Ma‘’don’tworryaboutthat,Sizawillbringherfreshuniform’’



Me‘’ohokaythen,macanIsharesomethingwithyou’’

Ma‘’okay,Iamlistening’’

Me‘’uhmIdon’tevenknowhowtosaythiswithoutfeeling

guilty’’

Ma‘’youarescaringmeMandla,whatisit?’’

Me‘’mama,thiswillbreakSiza’sheart,Vusiisplanningto

proposetosomeothergirl,hehasbeen

seeingherfor2yearsnow’’mymother’seyeswidened

Ma‘’whatwhywouldMandladothis,whydidyoukeepthisfor

suchalongtime,ohthiswillbreak

thatpoorgirl,ohJehova’’

Me‘’itisnotmyplacetosaymama,IhaveaskedVusi,tobreak

thingsoffwithSizaratherthan

stringingheralongknowingfullywellthathedoesn’twanther’’

Ma‘’VusiwillregretthedayheleftSizaandPhephetosufferin

thisvillagewhileheislivinglifewith

thatgirlinthecity’’

Me‘’whatshouldwedomama,dowetellordowejustwaitfor

Vusitocometellher’’

Ma‘’IloveSizabutwewillnottellher,wedon’twanttobe



accusedofinterferingintheKhumalo

issues,youknowtherulesofthisvillage,butwhenshelearns

thetruthwewillbeheretosupport

herandSiphephelo’’

Me‘’thisisgoingtobrakehermama,shehaslostsomuch

becauseofhimmama’’

Ma‘’everythinghappensforareason,Godknowswhyheis

lettingthishappentoher,sheisstrong

shewillsurvivethistoo,Iwillbetheretohelpherthoughit’’I

sighandnod

Thandiwe

Beingbackinthishouseisdepressing,itgetssolonely,always

beingaloneyetIammarried,Sizweis

neverhome,heisalwaysawayonbusinessandwhenheis

aroundheonlytakesoursonandgoto

hisparents’house,Ihaveresortedtoalcoholforcomfort,Ihate

beingmarried,Ihatethislife,allI

amtohimisasexobjectandhispunchingbag,whenhecomes

backhomedrunkandwhenheis



soberhecomeshomesmellingsomehoe’sperfumeandlipstick

marksonhisshirts,hedoesn’t

respectme,butIcan’tdivorcehimcozmydadwouldfreak,allI

everwantedwastobethebest

daughterandmakehimproud,butIamsuffocating.iopened

thebottleofwhiskyandpoured

myselfaglass,thefrontdooropenedandhewalkedin

Him‘’isn’titearlyforyoutohitthebottle’’

Me‘’withthelifelikemineitisnevertooearly’’

Him‘’amilliongirlswouldkilltohaveyourlifedearwife’’

Me‘’iftheyknewthetypeofmonsteryouare,theywouldrun

fortheirlife’’

Him‘’mmhhh,butyouarestillwiththismonster,whynot

divorcemehoney’’Istareathimnot

knowinghowtoanswertothat

Me‘’whereismyson’’Ichangethetopic

Him‘’withmymother’’

Me‘’pleasegoandgetmyson,Iamhismotherdammit’’

Him‘’youareanalcoholicThandiwe,youwanttoexposehimto



yourdrunkenass’’

Me‘’don’tyoudareyoupieceofshit,Iamthiswaybecauseof

you’’heslappedmeacrossmyface

Him‘’neverandImeaneverusethatlanguagewhenreferring

tome,iwillsnapthatemptyheadof

yourstrustme’’hesoundedsocoldandIknowhewould

Me‘’justgogetmysonSizweplease’’

Him‘’IwillwhenIgetback’’

Me‘’youareleaving,SizweyoujustgotbackforChristsake’’

Him‘’someonehastopayforyourexpensivetaste,unlessyou

wanttofindajob’’

Me‘’whyareyoutreatingmethiswaySizwe’’

Him‘’ohstopwiththatwillyou,Ineedtogototheclubandtalk

tomystaffbeforeIleavetothat

village,callyourmomandtellherIamcomingshemustfixme

aroom’’

Me‘’Icangodownwithyou,ithasbeenawhilesincewewere

seentogetherinpublic’’

Him‘’Idon’thavetimeforthis,Ineedtopack,callyourmom’’

heleftmestandingthere.Igulpthe



whiskyandsigh,canIjustrunawayandnevercomeback

Siza

IjustgottoMaNtuli’shouse,Icametoseemydaughterand

bringcleanuniformforher,anditwas

onlyMandlainthehouseIguessmawenttogetPhephefrom

school.

Me‘’hey,ujani?’’

Him‘’ohheyyou,Iamgoodwena’’

Me‘’Iamfinethanks,whereisMaNtuli’’

Him‘’shewenttogetPhephethentheyareheadingtothe

marketthenafterchurch’’

Me‘’Iwashopingtoseeher,Imisshersomuch’’

Him‘’welovehavingheraround’

Me‘’youneedtogobacktotheCity,mydaughterisherefor

theTV’’helaughs

Him‘’ouch,Ihonestlydon’tfeellikegoingbackthere’’Ifrown



Me‘’why,Iwouldlovetoleavethisvillage’’

Him‘’let’sjustsaythatIleftademoninmyhouse’’

Me‘’Idon’tunderstand’’

Him‘’sitandhaveadrinkwithmesoIcantellyouaboutit’’

Me‘’Ihaveneverhadalcoholbefore’’

Him‘’thereisafirsttimeforeverythingSiza,itisjustvodkayou

willenjoyittrustme’’Inod

Me‘’okaylet’stryit’’hemixesthatvodkawithjuicethenhands

ittome,itisalittlebitterbutnot

bad

Him‘’so,Ihaveagirlfriend,Palesa,sheistoomuchhey,Imet

herwaybackwhenshewassosimple

smartandhumble,but2yearsagoshestartedchanging,she

quitherjobstartedhangingaround

wrongcrowds,shenowclubsherlifeaway,drinkslikeafish,I

wantedtoendthingsandshewentas

farasgoingtobuyherselfaringandengagedherselfandtold

everyoneIproposed,recentlyshe

movedintomyhousewithoutdiscussingitfirst,Idon’tknow

howtogetridofher,Idon’twantto



berudeaboutitthoughandhurther’’

Me‘’sitdownandtalktoher,younolongerloveherandthatis

okay,whatwillhurtisyouletting

hergoaheadwitheverything,shethinksyoualsowantthese

thingscozyouarenotstoppingher,

don’tstringheralong,justbehonest,youwillendupina

lovelessmarriagebecauseyoudon’twant

tobeanasshole,justenditforyourpeaceandhappiness,itis

okaytofalloutoflovewithaperson’’

hesmiles

Him‘’youareright,thisiswrong,Iamtiredofthis’’

Me‘’putastoptoitthen’’

Him‘’tellme,ifyoucouldchangeonethinginyourlife,what

woulditbe’’

Me‘’honestly,nothing,Ibelieveeverythinghappensforareason,

Godhasaplan’’

Him‘’Iwasn’texpectingthatanswerreally’’

Me‘’IhavebeenthroughhellbutIbelieveGodispreparingme

forsomethinghuge,hewillwipemy

tearssomeday’’



Him‘’doyouseeafutureforyouandVusithough’’okay

awkwardquestion’’

Me‘’Ithinkso,Ilovehim,heisthefatherofmychild’’hisface

changed,asifheknowssomethingI

don’tlikehehadhopedIgavehimadifferentanswer,Idon’t

wanttodiscussVusiwithhimsoletme

changethetopic

Me‘’thisdrinkisnice,butIamfeelingsometypeofway

already’’helaughs

Him‘’Iwillensurethatyoudon’tgetdrunkdrunk’’

Me‘’please,Iwouldn’twantPhephetoseemedrunk’’

Him‘’shewon’tIpromise’’Ismileandwecontinuetalking,the

convoisflowingreallyeffortless,

topicaftertopicaftertopic,IreallyamenjoyingmyselfandI

feelmyageforthefirsttimeever’’

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Ionceagainaskthat

youmysilentreaderstojustreactplease

Siza’stribulations

Chapter05



Mandla

BeingbackinJozimeansit’sbusinessasusual,butluckilythe

hospitalisnotthatbusy,Ijustsawa

fewpatientssincemorningandit’safternoonalready,Iam

happyaboutthatthough,Iamstilltired

fromthelongdrive.Ihonestlyhadthebesttime,Phepheisa

ballofhappiness,shemademerealise

thatIwantalotofkids,wellIalsospendsometimewithSiza,

andtobehonestsheisagreat

person,ifonlyVusicanrealisethis,hewillregreteverleaving

thatbeautifulsoul.MydooropensanditsVusi,hedidn’tcallto

sayhewascoming,Ihopeeverythingisokay.

Me‘’surebro’’

Him‘’DrN,sharpfedentwana(howareyou)’’

Me‘’Iamallgoodbafo,whatbringsyouhere?’’

Him‘’Icametoaskhowyourtripwasntwana’’

Me‘’itwasgreatbafo,hadaverynicetime’’



Him‘’Isawyouwerespendingtime,alotoftimewithSizaand

Phephe’’

Me‘’ohyeah,PhepheActuallyspendthewholeweekwithus’’he

frowned

Him‘’whyisthat?WherewasSizakele’’

Me‘’shewasenjoyingtheTV,andSizawasatyourplace,she

wouldcomecheckuponhernowand

again’’

Him‘’ohIsee,sohowismybabygirl’’

Me‘’sheissuchanamazingchildthatone,verysmart.She

missesyouman,youneedtomaketime

Vusi,theyaresufferingmfwethu’’

Him‘’IknowMandlaman,Iwillgoseemydaughtersoon’’

Me‘’youmust,don’tbethefirstmantobreakherheart.You

needtomovethemhereman,soshe

cangotoagoodschool’’

Him‘’onceItellMercyaboutPhephe,wewillgethertocome

staywithus''

Me‘’youwanttotakeSiphephelofromSizakele’’

Him‘’itonlymakessense,mydaughterneedstoattendagood



school’’

Me‘’youcan’tdothatman,itwillbreakSiza,thatkidisherlife.

IfyoumovePhepheyouhavetomovehermothertoo’’

Him‘’mercywillneveragreetothat,youknowthis’’

Me‘’whatyouwanttodoisnotrightVusi,achildneedsher

mother’’

Him‘’andthatiswhatMercywillbetoher’’

Me‘’butPhephehashermother,Sizaisaliveandabletotake

careofherdaughter’’

Him‘’sheismydaughtertoo’

Me‘’whenitsuitsyouVusi’’Isnap

Him‘’whatisthatsupposedtomean’’

Me‘’youhaven’tseenyourchildin7months,yourfiancé

doesn’tevenknowyouhaveachild,do

youthinkMercywilllookafterPhephethewaySizadoes,she

doesn’tevencookforyousowhat

makesyouthinkshewillfeedyourkid.ThinkVusi,stopbeing

selfish,isn’titenoughthatyougother

pregnantandleftherinthatvillagewithyourchildtosuffer

fromyourmothersabusewhileyouare



herelivingyourbestlife’’hewasshocked

Him‘’soinotherwords,Iamaterriblefather’’

Me‘’yousaiditbro’’

Him‘’Ican’tbelievethis,oneweekwithmydaughterandSiza

youarenowknowwhatisgoodforthem’’

Me‘’yazinVusi,Ineedtogetbacktowork’’

Him‘’youinsultmethenyouthrowmeout’’

Me‘’allIsaidwasthetruthanddeepdownyouknowit,andnoI

amnotthrowingyouout,Ilegit

havepatientstocheckon’’

Him‘’Ineverthoughtyouwouldsaysuchthingstome’’

Me‘’whatisthepointofcallingmeyourbestfriendwhenIcan’t

giveittoyoustraight’’

Him‘’thereisapolitewayofsayingallthat’’

Me‘’thetruthisnevereasytohear,Igetthat’’

Him‘’letmeleaveyoutoyourjobthen’’

Me‘’sure’’

Him‘’seeyoulaterfordrinksthen’’

Me‘’IwillseeifIcanmakeit’’Isaygettingup



Him‘’don’tbelikethatMandla’’Ishakemyheadandwalkout,

leavinghiminmyoffice

Thandiwe

IraisemyheadfromthepillowanditfeelslikeIwashitbyacar,

dammitmaybeIwenttoohardon

thealcohol,Ilookattheclockanditisalreadyafternoon,this

hangoveristoomuch,butIknowjust

howtocureit,granpaandabottleofwine,Igetupandtakea

showerthenheaddownstairs,Ihear

peoplelaughanditismyhusbandandhismother,sheis

holdingmyson,IsmileohhowIhave

missedhim,Irushdownandtakemyboyhugginghim

Her‘’isthisthetimetowakeup’’Iremainsilent

Him‘’ohmamastopwastingyourtimewiththisdrunkard’’

Her‘’ohshestillsleepsandwakesuptoalcohol’’

Him‘’itisherdailybreadmother’’theybothlaugh

Her‘’ifshewasn’tgoodforyourimage,Iwouldtellyouto



divorceher’’

Him‘’youknowsheisthereasonwhymyplantationoperation

isasuccess,herfatherwillensure

thatmybusinessisnotaffectedsothatbabygirlheredoesn’t

suffer’’

Me‘’youtwohaveaspecialplaceinhell’’

Her‘’ohdearestdaughterinlaw,wevacationtherenowand

again’’

Me‘’Iwillleaveyoutwodevilstoplanonhowtodeceiveyour

nextprey’’

Her‘’thankyousweetheart’’shewinksatme

Him‘’anddonotdaredrinkalcoholnearmyson’’

Me‘’heismyson,andtheonlypersonIlivefor,Iwouldnever

hurthim’’

Him‘’wellinthatcasethatisgoodcozIwouldkillyouifyou

harmhimorneglecthim’’

Me‘’Itakeitheisbackhomewithhismother,me’’

Her‘’correct,butlikemysonsaid,youbetternotneglecthim’’

Me‘’andlikeIsaidIwouldneverhurtmychild’’Isay

Him‘’andohdearwife,tonightweneedtopulloffourfamous



performance’’

Her‘’yes,bigpotentialbusinesspartnersarecomingtonightfor

dinner’’

Him‘’unlikewhenitcomestomysonandalcohol,Itrustyour

fashionsenseIknowyouwilllooklike

themillionaireswifethatyouare’’hekissedmycheek

Her‘’nowexcuseus,andtellMariatobringmylattetoSizwe’s

study’’shesaidandwalkedaway,I

needthatdrinksobadbutIwillnotdrinkandriskthemtaking

mysonaway,Ineedtostayfocused

forhissake,heisallIhave,allIlivefor,withouthimIwouldbe

adisasterwaitingtohappen.

Him‘’youheardmotherThandiwe,whyareyoustillstanding

there’’

Siza

Siphephelohasbeennaggingmeaboutherfatheragainand

honestlythisiswhyIhavetogofind

Vusi,wecannotcontinuelivinglikethis,mydaughterhas

sufferedenough,Vusimustbe



responsibleandbepresentinhisdaughters’life.Thedragon

ladyisbackandthisplacehasreturned

tohell,allthepeaceisgone,Ihearmydaughtershighpitchcry

approaching,andshewalkedin

bleedingalittlefromawoundonherforehead,Istandup

quickly

Me‘’mylovewhat’swrong,whathappened’’

Her‘’Dalihitmewithanironrod’’myheartshattered

Me‘’whywouldshedothat’’

Her‘’Iwassharingaplatewiththeothersandshecameand

removedmethensaidIshouldgoeat

whereIhavebeensleepingwhenshewasnotaround’’shehit

mydaughtercozshehasbeensleepingatMaNtuli’s

Me‘’Iamsorrymylove’’Iwasboilingwithfury

Her‘’whymustshehateuslikethisSiza,shehatesmebutshe

lovesherothergrandkidswhymama’’

Me‘’shhhhhmybaby,letmamacleanyourwound’’Icleanher

upandwaitforhertosleep,Igoout



tofindthiswickedoldwoman,sheisunderthetreewiththe

eldestdaughterin-law

Me‘’youcandoanythingyouwantwithmeDali,youcanturn

meintoaslave,insultmeandall,I

willtakeitall,butwhenitcomestoSiphepheloIwon’thave

that,whywouldyouhurtmychildlike

that,sheisonlyachild,yourgrandchild,stopthisDali,never

everlayahandonmybabyagain’’

Dali‘’whothehelldoyouthinkyouaretalkingtoSizakele,inmy

house,ifyoufeelhighandmighty

packyouthingsandtakethatbratandleavemyhouse’’sheis

notevenremorseful,whatwasI

expecting,Iwasfightingbacktears,thisisnolife,Ineedtofind

Vusisoon,Ilookatherandletatear

falldown

Me‘’youseemytearsDali,theywillnotbeinvain,Godwilldeal

withyouforalltheevilyoudoto

meandPhephe.Godiswatchingyou’’withthatsaidIleftthem

thereandreturnedbacktomyhut.My

daughterisstillsleeping.Ijustletoutmytearsandcry.My

dooropensandItrywipethemquickly



Nonto‘’don’t,letoutthepain,stopactingstrongSiza,weall

haveourbreakingpoint’’Ilistenedto

herandIcriedthepainoutandshehuggedmetightly,Iwent

onforawhile

Me‘’thankyouIamokaynow’’

Nonto‘’IhopesheisokayandIhavesomethingforyou’’

Me‘’sheishurtmoreemotionallythanphysically,whatisitthat

youhaveforme?’’

Nonto‘’IgotVusi’scityaddress’’Ilookedatherblank

Me‘’reallyNonto,ohmyGodthankyousomuchsisi’’Iattack

herwithahug,finally.

Wecommentwereactandwesharewithothers.Let'sallreact

please

Siza’stribulations(Notedited)

Chapter06

Siza

IhavepackedafewdressesandIamreadytoheadtothecity



tofindthismanwhohasleftmy

daughterandItosufferinthehandsofhismotherwithouta

singlecareintheworld.ItoldNonto

thatIwouldfeelateaseifPhephewastostayoveratMaNtuli’s,

andsheunderstoodmyreason,I

meanifshecouldmistreatmychildinmypresence,letusjust

imaginewhatshewoulddoinmy

absence,andIalsoaskedthatshedoesn’ttellDaliwhereIwent

to.IhadalreadytakenPhepheto

school,soIhadtodowastakeherthingstoMa.

Her‘’haveasafetripmntanam’’

Me‘’thankyoumama’’

Her‘’andSiza,Iwantyoutotakemyphone,incaseanything

happensandthingsdon’tgo

accordingly,IwantyoutocallMandla.Hisnumberissaved

thereokay’’

Me‘’Iwillmamaandthankyousomuchforeverything’’

Her‘’IamgladIcouldhelp,andthankyouforbringingPhephe

tome’’



Me‘’youaretheonlypersonItrustwithhermama,plusshe

adoresyou’’

Her‘’goandreturn,PhepheandIwillwaitforyou’’

Me‘’youareGodsentMaNtuli’’

Her‘’promisemesomething’’

Me‘’Iamlisteningmama’’

Her‘’whateveryoufindinthatCity,Ineedyoutopromisethat

youwillacceptitandthinkofyour

daughterknowthatyouwillgetthrougheverythingmntanam,

Godseeseverythingandhewillnot

forsakeyou,justbelievethatwithyourheartthatoneday

everythingwillworkoutforyou’’

Me‘’Ipromisemama’’

Her‘’thankyoubaby,andrememberwearehereforyou’’

Me‘’IknowandIreallyappreciateit’’

Her‘’thephoneisfullbuttakethebatteryjustincase,doyou

haveenoughmoney’’

Me‘’Ihavemorethanenoughonme’’

Her‘’okayletmenotdelayyoufurther,Idon’twantyouto

arrivethereatnight’’



Me‘’letmetakemyleavethen,staywellandpleasetell

SiphephelothatIloveher’’shesmilesand

weshareahug

Vusi

IfinallyproposedtoMercyandshewasoverthemoon,things

betweenushavebeenreallygreat,

sheishowevernotbackingdownwiththewantingtomeetthe

familything,soIhavedecidedthatI

willtakehertothevillagethisweekend.TodayIgatheredsome

strengthandIwilltellheraboutmy

daughter

Her‘’baby,yousaidyouhavesomethingtotellme’’

Me‘’promiseyouwillkeepanopenmind’’

Her‘’youarescaringmeVusi’’shesaidinhersnobbishaccent

Me‘’justpromisemylove’’

Her‘’okayIpromise’’



Me‘’sowhenIwasyoungandstillinthevillage,Ihadfallenin

lovewithagirlnamedSiza,Wewere

togetherforthelongesttime,solikeanynormalcouplewehad

sexandshefellpregnant.WhatIam

tryingtosayis,Ihavea7yearolddaughter,shestaysinthe

village’’

Her‘’whywouldyouhidethisfrommeVusi’’

Me‘’babyyouhavetounderstand.Iwasafraidyouwouldleave

me,Ialreadythoughtyouaretoo

goodformesoIthoughtifyouknewIhadachildyouwould

flee,wantingnothingtodowithme

andmybaggage’’

Her‘’Iloveyou,Iwouldhaveunderstood,shewasbornway

beforeyouandImet.Iunderstand

baby’’

Me‘’thanksbabe,thanks’’

Her‘’sowhatishername,,tellmeabouther’’

Me‘’hernameisSiphephelo,sheis7,sheisasmartchild,you

willlikeher’’

Her‘’andhermother’’



Me‘’welltheybothstayatmyfolksplace’’

Her‘’whatwhyisyourbabymamaleavingwithyourparents’’

Me‘’shewasyoungwhenIgotherpregnant,andsoherfather

disownedher,shehadnowhereto

go,bytraditionswehadtotakeherin,sinceIwasthereason

shewasdisowned’’

Her‘’Ijusthopeyoutooareover’’

Me‘’itishardforhertoacceptit,butwearedone,Iamwith

youandyouonly’’

Her‘’Iamgladtohearthatdaddy’’Ilaughandshecomestosit

onmylap

Me‘’wearegoingtothevillagethisweekend’’shesmiledand

kissedme,okaythatwentwell

Thandiwe

Ihavebeenoffthebottlesincemysoncameback,havinghim

heremakesmefocusonthe

importantstaff,myhusbandhasalsobeenathomealotlately,

Iwouldn’tsayweareokaybutitis



notbad.Therearenoinsultsandthesmellingofcheapperfume.

IamfeedingmysonintheKitchen

whenSizwewalkedin

Him‘’hey’’

Me‘’hello,yourfoodisintheoven’’

Him‘’okaythanks,howishistemperaturenow’’

Me‘’itisbacktonormalnow’’

Him‘’thankGod,hewasworryingme’’Ismileandclearedhis

throat.

Me‘’Iwanthimtostartdaycare’’

Him‘’heistwosothat’sgood’’

Me‘’okaythe,shouldIchooseoryouwannahelpwiththat’’

Him‘’Iwillleaveittoyou,Iwanttotalkaboutsomething’’

Me‘’Iamallears’’

Him‘’Iwantanotherchild’’Ichokeonmycoffee

Me‘’uhmSizwe,youwanttobringanotherchildtoour

situation?’’

Him‘’whatsituation?Youaremywife,itisnormaltohavemore



kids’’

Me‘’Sizwe,youtreatmeliketrashoneminuteandlikeyourwife

thenext,youdisregardmyfeelings

allthetimeandyouconstantlycheatonme.Aboveallyoudon’t

loveme’’

Him‘’don’tyouthinkhavinganotherchildwillchangeallthat’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowSizwe,letmethinkaboutit’’

Him‘’thereisnothingtothinkaboutThandiwe,wearehaving

anotherchild,westarttryingtonight,

whatisthepointofmakingallthismoneyifIdon’thavekidsto

inheritit?’’Isigh

Me‘’finewecanhaveanotherchild’’

Him‘’thankyou’’heeatsincompletesilence

Him‘’Iamgoingtotheclub,Iwillbebackaround7or8’’Isigh

Me‘’okaythen’’doIwanttohaveanotherchild,amIreadyeven.

ButIamamarriedwomanso

bearingchildrenismyduty.

Siza



ThetaxifinallyarrivedinthecityandIwaspanicking,itwasso

busypeoplegoingupanddown,itis

chaotic,itistooloud,fromtaxishooting,topeoplepaying

music,itevensmellsofpee.Ihavenever

seensuchtallbuildings,Godhowdotheysurvivehere.Luckily

Nontohasacousinhere,sheisa

student.Ifoundherwaitingforme,Ididn’tknowherbutshe

knewme,cozshecamestraighttome

immediatelythetaxistoppedandIgotout,wewalkedtoaquiet

placeandshetoldmeanUberwill

cometakemeanddropmeattheaddressIhavewithme.I

thankedherandleftwiththatcarthey

calluber.Theplacewewenttowasnothinglikewerethetaxi

fromthevillagedroppedme.thisone

wassocalmandquietandthehousesherewerebeautiful,it

wasnothingIhaveseenbefore,the

carstoo,peoplearerichouthere,Iwouldn’tmindstaying

aroundherewithmydaughter,allIhave

everdreamedofcamerushingtomebutIrememberedIhave

nomatricsothisisfarfetchedfor

someonelikeme.Isnapoutofitwhenthedrivertellsmewe



arehere,thishouseisbeautifulJesus

Christ,Vusihasdonewellforhimself.IseehiscaroutsideandI

knowthisistheplace.Luckilythe

gatewasnotlockedsoIwalkinandspotadoor.Itryandknock

butnonerespondedtoIpressed

thebuttononthedooranditmadeasoundandquickly

someoneopened.Itwasabeautifulgirl,the

typeIhaveonlyseeninmagazines.Shehadlonghairandher

clothesweresoclassy,Ifeltsosmalllookingatmyself

Her‘’hellocanIhelpyou’’

Me‘’goodevening,IamlookingforVusi,Iwastoldhelives

here’’

Her‘’ohhedoes,andthankGodforcoming,Ihavebeenbegging

himforahousehelpforthe

longesttime’’whatIamnotamad,whyisshehere,whoisshe

Me‘’sorrybutI…’’shecutmeoff

Her‘’noneedtoapologisesweetycomein’’shemovedasidesoI

canwalkin

Me‘thankyou’’theinteriorwasextrabeautiful,Ihavenever

seensucheleganceever



Her‘’baby,comedown,shehasarrived’’sheshoutsanda

secondlater,Vusicomesdownlookingso

handsome,myheartskippedabit

Him‘’whohasarrivedmylove’’hefreezeswhenheseesme,did

hejustcallherhislovewhatisthis

Me‘’Khumalo’’heblinked

Him‘’whatareyoudoinghere’’isthatallheisgoingtosayto

me,themotherofhischild,his

woman

Me‘’youhaven’tseenmeinmonthsandthatisthefirstthing

yousay’’

Her‘’okaybaby,whatisgoingonhere,whoisshe?’’

Him‘’thisisSizakele’’

Her‘’ohyourdaughtersmother’’sohespeaksaboutme,Ismile.

Butwhyishecallingherhislove

andwhyisshereferringtohimasbaby.

Him‘’yes,Sizakele,whyareyouhere’’

Me‘’IcametofindyouVusi,youhaven’tbeenhomeinmonths,

thingsbackinthevillagearenot

fine,yourmotherismistreatingus,justyesterdayshehit



Phephewithanironrod’’

Him‘’Sizakele,thatdidn’tmeanyoumustcomeallthewayto

thecity’’

Me‘’youwanthertokillusbeforecoming,babakheweareyour

familyweneedyou,Phepheneeds

herfatherIneedmyhusband’’thegirllookedathim

Her‘’herhusband,Sizwewhatisshetalkingabout,yousaidyou

guysweredone’’whatwhywould

hetellherthat

Him‘’wearedone,Itoldshedoesn’twanttoacceptit’’whyishe

lying,myheartbrokelikeIfeltit

sinkintomystomach,Icouldn’tevencontainmytears

Me‘’Vusi,whyareyousayingthis,whoisthis’’

Him‘’thisisMercymyfiancé’’Iletmytearsfall,Ihaveneverfelt

suchintensepain

Me‘’what,fiancé,youaremarryingher?’’

Him‘’yesSiza’’

Me‘’whataboutmeVusi’’

Him‘’ifyouhadopenedyoureyes,youwouldhaveseenthatwe

aredone,thereisnothingbetween



usanymore,Idon’tloveyou,IloveMercy’’hesaidandheldher

hand,thelumponmythroatmade

ithardformetospeak,Ifeltlikehewasrippingmyheartout

witheverywordheuttered.Howcan

hedothistome?Iwalktowardsthemandsinkdownonmy

kneesandheldontohislegfordearlife

Me‘’Vusi,pleaseit’smeSizawakho,pleasedon’tdothistome,I

loveyou,lookit’smebabakhe,

don’tdothistous,Ineedyou,wehavebeenthroughsomuch,

youknowyouareallIhave,

whateverIhavedonepleaseforgiveme,IwillchangeIwilldo

everythingandanythingyouwant.I

loveyouVusi,pleasedon’tleavemeplease’’hewiggledhisleg

roughlysignallingthatIshouldletgo,

Ihaveneverfeltsuchpaininmylife,Ifeltnumb

Her‘’getup,beggingmymanisnotnicegirl’’

Him‘’Sizakelestandup,weareover,andIamcomingtothe

villagesoon,wewilltalkabout

Phephe’swellbeingthen,butfornowIneedyoutoleavemy

house’’Isattherestillnotmoving,I

couldhearthembutthepainwasintensifyingitwastoomuch,I



wantedtofeelphysicalpainmaybe

thatwilleasetheemotionalmain.

Her‘’youheardmyman,getupandgetout’’

Me‘’itisalreadynightwheredoyouexpectmetogo,Vusi

please’’

Him‘’youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbeforeleavingthe

villagetocomefindme’’Icrysilently

Me‘’pleaseVusi’’

Him‘’Sizakelegetoutofmyhouse’’hesaysroughlypickingme

upandtakingmybagthenpushed

meoutandclosedthedoor.Ihaveneverfeltsohumiliatedand

hurtlikethis,itcutssodeep,mylife

isfullofroller-coasterrides,itistoomuchohGodwhathaveI

donetodeserveallthis,don’tI

deservetobehappyandloved.

Isitforalmostanhouranditwasalreadydarkandcoldoutside

he

cameoutandstaredatme

Him‘’Icalledanuberitwilltakeyoutotheguesthouse,



tomorrowmorninggobacktothevillageI

willseeyousoon.Youshouldbetakingcareofmydaughternot

gallivantingthecitylookingforme

asifIamyourman’’Icrysilentlyandhethrowsmoneydownon

me

Him‘’thatisenoughtopaytheuberandtheguesthouseand

thetaxibacktothevillage’’theuber

arrivedandIgotupandtookmythingsthenlefttothetaxi

withouttakinghismoney’’

Him‘’Sizakele,takethismoney’’Ijustlookathimheartbroken

thencontinuedwalking.Igotinand

thedriveraskedmewhereIwantedtogo,wherewillIgoIdon’t

knowanyplacehere,asifGod

couldseemylife,thephonerang,theoneMaNtuligaveme,it

wasMandlaIanswered

Him‘’hellomama,unjani’’Ijustcried

Him‘’Sizakeleisthatyou’’

Me‘’yesitisme’’

Him‘’whydoyouhavemama’sphoneiseverythingokaywith

her’’

Me‘’sheisokay’’



Him‘’whereareyou?Whyareyoucrying?’’

Me‘’IamintheCityoutsideVusi’shouseintheuber,Idon’t

knowwheretogo,hekickedmeout’’

Him‘’ohshit,fuck,listen,getoffthatuberandpaytheguy,I

willcomegetyouthereinafew

minutes,stayoutsidehisgate,Iwillbetheresoonokay’’

Me‘’okay’’Ihangup

Me‘’sirIamsorrytowasteyourtime,Iamnotfromhere,a

friendofminesay’sIshouldgetoffhe

willpickmeup,Iamsorry’’

Driver‘’itisokaymysister,andwhateveritispraytoGodabout

it,hewillseeyouthrough’’

Me‘’thankyouSir,pleaseacceptthisforwastingyourtime’’

Driver‘’nopleasedon’tkeepit’’

Me‘’Ihaveenoughpleaseacceptit’’hetookit

Driver‘’Godwillblessyou,andeverythingwillbeokay,wipe

yourtears’’Ismileathimandwalkout.

HedrivesoffandIaminutelaterMandlaishere,hegetsoutof

thecarandhugsmewithoutsaying

asingleword,andIjustbrokedown,Vusi’swordskepton



playinginmyhead

Youknowalliaskforisyourreactionandcommentthenfor

youtosharewithothers.let'sgrowfamilyandthanksforthe

support

Siza’stribulations(Notedited)

Chapter07

Mandla

WhenshesaidsheisoutsideVusi’shouseandshewascrying,I

knewexactlywhathadhappened,I

haveneverseensomeonesobrokenorheardsomeonecryso

painfully,Ishedateartoo,shehas

beenthroughsomuchanditseemsliketheuniverseisnot

willingtolethercatchabreak,Vusihas

reallybrokethisinnocentgirl,nowIwishIhadtoldherthe

truthmaybeshewouldn’thavehurtso

much,Ifeelguiltylikeitissomekindofmyfault.IwishIcould

takeherpain,Itookherstraightto



myhouseandshecouldn’tstopcryingandluckilyIhada

sedativeinmymedicalbagsoIinjectedher

soshecanstopcrying.Palesawasn’thappyaboutthis.

Her‘’whydidyoubringthatgirlhere’’

Me‘’Palesaplease,sheneededmyhelp’’

Her‘’sheisVusi’sresponsibility,notours’’

Me‘’didn’tyouhearme,hekickedherout’’

Her‘’Idon’tcare,Idon’twantherinthishouse,takeherbackto

wakanda’’Ilaugh

Me‘’lasttimeIcheckedthisismyhouse’’

Her‘’andIamyourfiancé,wesharethisplace’’

Me‘’Sizaismyclosefriend,Iwouldneverleaveheroutinthe

cold’’

Her‘’fineshecanstay,buttomorrowIwantheroutofmy

house,Iamnotjoking’’

Me‘’sheisnotleavingtomorrow,Iwilldriveherbacktothe

villageonFriday’’

Her‘’WTF,youmeantotellmeshewillbeinthishousefor3

days’’



Me‘’thatisexactlywhatIamtellingyou’’

Her‘thisistoomuchforme’’

Me‘’ifthatisthecase,gostayatahotelorbettergoback

homePalesa’’

Her‘’andleaveyouwiththatthing?Hellno’’

Me‘’thenbehave,sheismyguestandyouwillrespecthertime

here’’

Her‘’whateverMandla’’

Me‘’Iamgladweareonthesamepage’’

Her‘’mxm’’shesaidandwalkedawayandIgobacktoSiza’s

room

Sizamothers

Ihavebeenhavingthescariestdream,itkeepsrepeatingitself.

ItisnotclearenoughbutIcantell

somethingbadisgoingtohappen,likesomeonewilldie,Iamso

worriedaboutSizaandPhephe,

theirlivingconditionsarenotokay.Myheartissoheavy.I

haven’tseentheminawhile,ithurtsso



much.Ihopemychildandhersareokay.Myhusbandwalkedin

anddrewmebackfrommy

thoughts

Him‘’whatarethinkingaboutsodeeply’’

Me‘’nothingthatwillinterestme’’

Him‘’haiboeverythingaboutyoumywifeinterestsme’’

Me‘’thiswouldn’tDlamini’’

Him‘’dammitman,Khuluma(talk)Iwon’tbegsomemore,what

iswrong’’heshouts

Me‘’youscreamingatmewillnothelpwithanything,Iam

worried,worriedaboutmydaughter,

onlynottheoneyouwouldtakethebulletfrom,justtheone

youdisownedformakingonetiny

mistake,areyoustillinterested?’’heblinkedafewtimesand

swallowedthencomposedhimself

Him‘’Iwillnothaveyoutalktomelikethat’’

Me‘’exactlymypoint,youshouldn’thavebotheredaskingme’’

Him‘’Idisownedherbecauseshedidn’tlistentomeasher

father,andbecauseshehumiliatedus,



whatshedidwasunforgivable,IfIhadallowedherhavethat

childheremyreputationwouldbe

tainted,Iamaresponsibleman,Iwillnotletanyonetakethat

awayfromyou’’

Me‘’continuelivingforthepeopleDlamini’’

Him‘’Iamaleader,whateverIdoisforthebenefitofmypeople,

ifIallowedherhaveachildinmy

house,everygirlinthisvillagewouldhavefollowedandIwould

allowthat,weneedorder’’

Me‘’right’’Ichuckle

Him‘’shechoseherpathnotme’’

Me‘’ifthatmakesyousleepbetteratnightmydearhusband’’

Him‘’myconsciousisclean’’

Me‘’forthepainyouhavecostmychildDlaminiyouwillrotin

hell,remembernoevildeedgoes

unpunished’’

Him‘’Iwillpretendlikethisconversationneverhappened,I

forgiveyou,youaremywife’’

Me‘’buteverywordsaidcannotbetakenback,mywordswill

dealwithyouwhenyouarealoneand



Ihopeguilteatsyoualive’’Igetupandgotothekitchento

cook

Siza

IwakeupandthefirstthingIfeltwaspain,IwishIdidn’twake

up,itisbetterIsleep,sleepforever

andthispainwillgoaway,butwhowilllookaftermybabygirl,

sheneedsmenowmorethanever,if

Idiemychidwillsuffer,noonewillwanther,Iwillnotbeselfish

anddietoleavemybabyalonein

thiscruelworld,itispainful,toopainful,butInamedher

Siphelelobecausesheisexactlythat,my

safeheaven,mypeace,myplaceofrefuge,shewillbethereone

tohelphealmeandmybroken

heart,sheismyhappiness,noonebuther,itistimeIfocuson

her,Vusidoesn’twantmeandIwill

notforcehimto.Iwillgobackhomeandthinkofwaysto

rebuildmylife,forPhephe’ssake,Iowe

herthatmuch.ThedooropenedandMandlawalkedin



Him‘’goodmorning’’

Me‘’hi’’hegivesmeafaintsmileandsitontheedgeofthebed

Him‘’howareyoufeeling’’

Me‘’pain,Ifeelnothingbutpain,anger,betrayal,ithurts’’

Him‘’IamsosorrySiza,Ishouldhavetoldyouthetruth’’Ileta

tearfall’’

Me’’noitwasnotyourplace,Iwillgetoverthis,itmighttake

meawhile,buteventuallyIwillget

there’’henodsandtakesmyhand

Him‘’definitely,Vusiisafooltoletyougo.Anymanthatwill

marryyouwillbesolucky’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowifIwilleverfallinloveagain,Ithinkit’sjust

goingtobemeandPhephe’’

Him‘’neversaynever’’

Me‘’thankyouVusi,thankyousomuch’’

Him‘’Iamhappytohavehelped’’Iwipemytear

Me‘’myGodwillblessyou’’

Him‘’amen’’Isigh

Me‘’IthinkIshouldgobacktothevillage,Idon’twanttobein

Palesa’sway’’



Him‘’youaremuguestandyouarenotinanyone’sway,Iwill

driveyoubacktothevillageon

Friday’’

Me‘’youdon’thavetodothat,Iwilltakeataxi,plusyouhave

work’’

Him‘’Iwillaskacolleaguetocovermyshifts’’

Me‘’okayIwon’twinthisone,sookayandthankyou’’

Him‘’everythingwillbeokayIpromise’’

Me‘’Ihopeso,cozIwon’tbeabletomothermychildwiththis

kindofpainandanger’’hehugsme

Vusi

Sizakeleshouldn’thavecomehere,sheshouldn’thave,herjobis

tostayinthatvillageandtakecare

ofmydaughter,notgallivanting,imaginehershowingherface

here,heractionscouldhavecostme

MercythenIwouldbeintroublewithRazor,ifshewassmart

enoughshewouldhaverealisedthat

mysilencemeansInolongerwanther,butwhatamIsaying,



thegirldidn’tevenfinishmatric.Ihope

forhersakeshewentbacktothevillage.Myladywalkedin

disturbingmythoughts

Me‘’heybeautiful’’

Her‘’heyhandsome’’

Me‘’areyouokaynow?’’

Her‘’yesmylove,youclearedtheair,nofarmJuliawillcome

betweenus’’Ismile

Me‘’Iamgladtoherthat’’

Her‘’sodoyouthinkyourfamilywilllikeme’’

Me‘’theywillloveyoubaby,Imeanwhowouldn’t’’

Her‘’Ineedtogoshopforgifts’’

Me‘’mymotherwouldlovethat’’shesmiles

Her‘’Ihopethatgirlwillleaveyourparentsplace’’

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat,butourlawswillnotallowthat’’

Her‘’inthatcase,shemustknowherplace,sheisnothingbuta

babymama’’

Me‘’shewill,Iwillensurethat’’



Her‘’seewhyyouarethebestfiancéintheworld’’shegiggles

Me‘’ohisthatsomam’’

Her‘’yesSir,andIknowyoudeserveareward’’

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat’’

Her‘’inthatcasesirletusgotoourmagictheatre’’Igrabher

bridalstyleandwalkupstairs.

Friday

Siza

Thedayfinallycameformetoleavethisplace,Icouldn’twaitto

seemybabygirl,andthesepast

fewdayshavebeensohard.Ihavetriedgettingoveritbutitis

difficult,itcutsdeeperthanI

thought.AllIwanttodoiscomeupwithaplantogetoutof

theKhumalohouse.Mandlatriedhis

besttohelpmeandIreallyappreciateitsomuch.Wegotto

thevillageandmydaughterwasso

happytosee,seeingherputeverythingtofocus,Ihadtoblock

thepainandkeepthetearsaway.



Sheneededhermotherstrong,nottheweaklingthatIhave

beenthesepastfewdays.Iwasstillat

MaNtuli’shouse,butIneededtogobackandtalktoNonto

afterallshehelpedme.

Ma‘’yaziSiza,Phephehasbeencomplainingaboutaheadache

andsomedizziness’’

Me‘’isitnotfromtheironrodDalihitherwith’’

Ma‘’Ithoughtso,Itookhertotheclinicbuttheysaidshe

shoulddrinklotsofwater’’

Me‘’thankyoumama,Iwilllookoutforthemiftheyworsen’’

shesmiles

Ma‘’pleasedo.Sizababyhowareyouholdingup’’

Me‘’itispainfulmama,toomuch,Idon’tunderstandwhyhedid

thistome’’

Ma‘’onlyheknowsthatbaby,don’tcrackyourskullthinking

aboutthat,itistimeyoupickyourself

up’’

Me‘’Iplantomama,Ineedtoleavethathouse’’

Ma‘’greatstep,andyoucancomestaywithme’’



Me‘’reallymama,youwouldn’tmind?’’

Ma‘’Iwouldlovetohaveyoutwohere,theisnothingleftfor

youattheKhumalo’s’’IcriedatleastI

haveanout

Me‘’thankyousomuchmama,thankyou,Ishouldgoback,

Nontomustbeworried’’

Ma‘’okaybaby,Iwillseeyouwhenyouarereadytomovein

okay?’’

Me‘’thanksmama’’ItakePhepheandwestartwalkingtothat

hellhole,asweapproachIseehiscar

andhiswordsringmoreinmyears.

Phephe‘’isthatbaba’scar?’’Ifakeasmile

Me‘’yesbaby’’shedidn’tevenrespondshejustrantotheyard.I

sighdeeply,itistimetofacethe

manthattookmyheartandsoulandbrokethem.Iambroken

becauseofhim.Godgivemestrength

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.loveyou

Siza’stribulations



Chapter08

Vusi

Iamhappytobeathomeandtoseemyfamilyandwhatis

greatisthatmymotherlovesMercy,she

isalloverherlikeabadrush.ThatmeansIwon’thavedrama

likeIdidwithmymotherandSizakele.

Inowseewhyitisimportantforamantomarryawomanhis

motherapprovesof.wewereall

seatedunderthetree,exceptformyfatherwhostoodupand

leftafterIintroducedMercyasthe

womanIwillbespendingtherestofmylifewith.

Mama‘’wenamakotiwami,don’tworryaboutmyhusband,heis

juststrictyouknow,butIam

happymysonbroughtyou’’

Mercy‘’thankyousomuchmama’’

Mama‘’welcomeagain,Vusiyouhavetastesheisbeautiful’’

Me‘’sheisright’’



Mama‘’shewillgivemegoodlookinggrandkids’’

Me‘’yesshewill,kodwamamawhereisSiza,didshegoget

Phephefromschool’’

Mama‘’thatonehasn’tbeenseensinceTuesday,andPhephe

hasbeenatMaNtuli’shouse’’

Me‘’whatshehasn’treturnedfromthecity’’

Mama‘’shewasinthecity?’’

Mercy‘’imaginemama,shecametobegVusitostaywithher,it

wassodepressingtowitness,sheisjust

sodesperate’’

Mama‘’IhopeyoukickedheroutwenaMakoti’

Me''yesmama,Itoldhertoleaveourhouse’’

Mama‘’youdidwellson’’asecondlatermydaughterappeared

running

Phephe‘’baba,baba’’Istoodupandsmiled

Me‘’heynkosazanakadaddy’’Ipickherupandspinheraround

Phephe‘’Ihavemissedyoubaba,Ithoughtyounolongerwant

meandmama’’

Me‘’Iwouldneverdothatbaby,Ihavemissedyousomuch’’

Phephe‘’Imissedyoutoobaba’’



Me‘’howwasschool’’

Phephe‘’itwasgreat,wearereadinganewbook,Ialsowrote

mamaaletter’’

Me‘’speakingofmama,whereisshe’’

Phephe‘’sheiscoming,behindme,IranasIsawyourcar’’Iwas

abouttosaysomethingandshewalked

throughtheyard,andhereyeslandedonMercyandIsawpain

inhereyesbutignoredit

Me‘’okaynana,tellmewhathappenedtoyourforehead’’

Phephe‘’DalihitmewithanironrodbecauseIwaseatingwith

theotherkids’’what,soSizawastell

thetruth,Igavemymotheradeathstareandshelookeddown

inshame.

Me‘’Iamsorrymylove.Mawhywouldyoudothat,hitmy

daughterforfood’’

Mama‘’itwasjustanaccident’’Idon’tbelieveso.

Phephe‘’mamacomehugbaba,areyounothappytoseehim’’

shejustwalkedpassedusandwent

tothehuttheyuse,mydaughterlookedatmethenMercywith

aquestioninglook

Me‘’ohnana,thisissisMercy,sheisdaddy’sfiancé’’



Phephe‘’whatisafiancébaba’’

Me‘’sheisthewomandaddywillgetmarriedto,shewillbeyou

mommy’’

Phephe‘’butIhavemymother,andbabawhyareyoumarrying

her,whataboutSiza’’

Me‘’babyyouwon’tunderstand’’

Mercy‘’yesbabygirlyouarestilltooyoungtounderstand,butI

promiseyouwilllovemetoo’’

Phephe‘’thisiswhySizaissad.Sheiscryingbecauseyouare

hurtingherbabaandSizanevercries

butIsawhertodayatMaNtulishewascrying,babayouare

hurtingSizaandshelovesyouandshe

praysforyoueverydaybutyouhurtherandmakehercry’’my

heartsankintomystomach,shegot

offmylapandwalkedtowardsthehut

Me‘’phephebabywhereareyougoing,youarestilltalkingto

baba’’

Phephe‘’IamgoingtoSiza,Idon’twanthertobealoneandcry

becauseifsheissadshemightkill

herself,myteachersaidweshouldbethereforpeoplewhen

theyaresadsothattheydon’thurt



themself.IwanttobethereforSizasoshedoesn’thurtherself

anddie,whowillIhaveifmama

dies’’Icouldn’tcontainmytearsbutIwipedthemquicklyand

shegotinthehutandclosedthedoor

Mama‘’leavehersheisjustachild’’

Me‘’didyouhearwhatshejustsaidma?’’

Mercy‘’yourmomisrightshewillcomearoundbaby’’

Me‘’Ihopesocozitfeelslikeshebelievesshehasnoonebut

hermomintheworld’’mydad

appeared

Him‘’doyoublameher,youlefthertosufferwithhermother

herewhileyourmothermistreats

them,Sizaisallthatlittlegirlhas,youareauselessfatherVusi,

Iamdisappointedinyou.Iam

ashamedtocallyoumyson.Youhaven’tseenthemformonths

andthefirstthingyoudoafter

comingbackisintroducinganotherwoman,whataboutSiza,

shehasbeenthroughsomuchbecause

ofyou,yetshehadtosufferalonewhileyougotonwithyour

lifeinthecityandnowsheisnotgood

enoughtobeyourwife,MrLawyer,TheGodIserveisnot



asleep.Youwillreapwhatyousow,and

whenthedaycomesdonotsufferamnesiaforallyouhave

donetothisgirl’’myfather’swordshithome

Mama‘’stopthat,don’tguilttripmyson,soisitamustto

marrySizakele?’’mydadjustlookedat

herthenmeandwalkedaway.Hiswordswerediggingdeeperin

myheart.

Siza

Hejusthadtocomebackherewithher,seeinghiscar,Ithought

maybeheisheretotellmethathe

madeamistakeandthathedidn’tmeanallthathesaid,and

thathelovesmeandwantstotakeme

andPhephetotheCity,butIguessIamjustnaïve.Inever

thoughthewoulddomelikethis,butI

guessitistruewhentheysay,neversaynever.Iquicklywipe

mytearsasPhephewalksin

Her‘’mama,areyouokay’’



Me‘’Iamfinenana,areyouhappytoseebaba’’

Her‘’Iwas,buthesay’sheismarryingthatlady’’

Me‘’that’snice,younothappy?’’shenods“whybaby,shemakes

babahappy’’

Her‘’babawassupposedtomarryyouandtakeustothecity

withhim’’

Me‘’Ialwaystaughtyouthateverythinghappensforareason

andthatGodwillgiveyouonlywhatismeantforyou’’

Her‘’soyouandbabawerenotmeanttobe?’’

Me‘’yesbaby,wewereonlymeanttohaveyoumylove’’

Her‘’soyouarenotsadthatheisnotmarryingyou?’’

Me‘’Iamsadmylove,butItrustinGod,don’tyou?’’Ismileat

her

Her‘’IdoSiza,Iloveyouandpleasedon’thurtyourselfanddie,

Idon'twanttobeleftalone’’myheartshattered

Me‘’Iwillneverleaveyoubaby,ifIdoitwillonlybeGodwho

tookme,andhewillmakeawayforyou’’shesmiledandhugged

me

Me‘’howwouldyoufeelifwewenttolivewithMaNtulifor

good?’’shebrokethehugwithasmile

Her‘’IwouldlovethatSiza,wewillbehappytherewithoutDali



nabomalume(uncles)

Me‘’okaythen,let’spackourthings,wegoingtostaywith

MaNtulibaby’’shestoodupandgotour

bagsandwestartedpacking,sheissoexcited,Ican’thelpbut

smile,sheisperfect,Siphephelosam

Mandla

IhadtorushbacktothecitycozIhadanemergencyatthe

hospital,onethatrequiredmyattention,

IhavebeeninsurgerysinceIgotback,onlynowIcameout,my

feethurt,kodwaijobijob.Ineedto

callmymotherandletherknowIamokayandsheshouldn’t

worry.Ipickupmyphoneandcallher,

sheanswersafterforever

Mama‘’boyboy’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’yebomydarling’’

Mama‘’Iwasworried’’

Me‘’sorrylovewami,Iwasintheoperatingroom’’



Mama‘’okayboy,ufikekahle?’’

Me‘’yebomama,Idid,howisSizakele’’

Mama‘’sheisnotokay,butshewillwithtime,Iaskedherto

comelivewithme’’

Me‘’thatisgoodmama,forhertohealshehastoleavethat

place,andbearoundpeoplewholoveher’’

Mama‘’Iwilltellyouonceshemovesin,Ihopeitwillbesoon

though’’

Me‘’okaylove,Iwillincreaseyourallowancetocoverthethree

ofyou,pluspatrol’’

Mama‘’heiiiiyesthegeneratorwillworkfulltimewithPhephe

aroundngeTVyakhe’’’welaugh

Me‘’Imustjustgetyouelectricityonce,Iwillstartwiththe

researchandstartwiththearrangements’’

Mama‘’thatwillbenice,Iwantthemtobehappyand

comfortable,theyhavebeenthroughsomuchngeke’’

Me‘’yeahtheydeserveabreak,lookSthandwasamIneedtogo

backtowork,Iwillsendairtime

later,soyoucankeepmeupdated’’

Mama‘’okayboyboy.Iloveyou’’

Me‘’loveyoutoooulady’’Ihungupandgobacktowork.



AllIaskisthateveryoneparticipates,pleasereact,leavea

commentandsharewithothers,let’s

grow.Thanksforthesupporteveryone.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter09

Siza

MydaughterandImanagedtopackeverythingthatbelonged

tousandleftwithoutanyofthem

seeingus,onlyNontoknewaboutusleaving,itwasnightwhen

Ileft,Ididthatonpurpose,Phephe

wassoexcitedshedidn’tevenwanttosaybyetoherfatherand

Iwasgratefulforthat,cozhemight

havefoughtme.WegottoMaNtuli’shouseandshewashappy

toseeus,sheimmediatelyturnedon

thegeneratorforPhepheandshehasbeenwatchingtheTV

since



Ma‘’wearegoingtohavetosetrulesforherwhenitcomesto

thatTV’’

Me‘’Ithinksotoomama,whenshegetsbackfromschool,she

doesherhomeworkthenshecan

watchTVand8pmshegoestobed’’

Ma‘’that’sperfect,IshouldaskMandlatobringtoysforher,

shemustn’twatchTVallthetime’’

Me‘’mama,Ijustwanttosaythankyouonceagain,Ireally

appreciatewhatyouhavedoneformy

daughterandI’’

Ma‘’IloveyouandPhephe,Iwanttoseeyoutwohappy.Iam

happythatyouagreed,thishousecan

getlonely,plusIhavesomeonetocookforme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youdefinitelydomama’’

Ma‘’everythingisgonnafineSiza,youwillgetoverthatboy,

andIwantyoutolethimgoevenfrom

yourheart,don’tholdgrudges,lethimbehappywiththat

woman,vengeanceisforthelord’’

Me‘’Iwilltrymama,andIknowGodwillgivemethestrength,

afterallhegivesthetoughestbattles

tohisstrongsoldiers,thistooshallpassithastofor



Siphephelo’’

Ma‘’well-spokenSiza’’

Me‘’Ijustwanttofixmylifema,youknowfinishschoolmaybe

movetothecityandattend

University’’shesmiles

Ma‘’Iamhappytohearthatnana,butyouwillgoaloneand

leavemyPhephewithme’’

Me‘’Iwouldn’ttrytakingherfromyou’’webothlaughandmy

daughterwalksin

Phephe‘’gogo,thankyouforallowingustostaywithyou,Ilove

ithere’’

Ma‘’Iamhappyyouagreedtocomebaby,weareonefamily

now’’

Phephe‘’Iamhappytohearthatgogo,SizaandIwillfinally

haveafamily’’

Me‘’yesbaby,wefinallyhaveafamily’’

Ma‘’let’sgowatchTVSizawilldishupforus,wewillsleeplate

tonight,tomorrowyoudon’thave

school’’mydaughtersexcitement.Notevenadayinhereand

wealreadyfeelathome.



Vusi

Whatmydaughtersaidtomeyesterdayhauntedmeallnight,I

kepttossingandturning,Ijust

wantedittobemorningsoIcangoseeherandspendthe

wholedaywithher,Ihavebeen

neglectingherthatshefeelsifanythinghadtohappentoSiza

shewouldbealoneintheworld.I

needtomakeituptoher.Igetupfromthebedandmakesure

nottowakeupMercy,itisalready

after9am.Iputonsomesweatpantsandvestthenwalkto

theirhutandknockbutthereisno

answer,sheneversleepstillthistime.Iwalkinandthereisno

one.Okaywheredidtheygotothis

early?Iwalkoutandfindmymomoutside

Me‘’morningDali,haveyouseenSizaandPhephe?’’’

Dali‘’no,butIamsureshewenttothefarmstowork’’

Me‘’who’sfarm’’mydadappearsandanswersmyquestion

Dad‘’wheverhiresher,thatpoorgirlslavesawaycleaning



peoplesfarmsandtheirhomestomake

endsmeetforyourdaughter,cozyouneversendhermoney’’he

saidandwakedbacktothehouse

Me‘’ma,youhaven’tbeengivingSizamoneylikeIaskyouto

eachtimeItransferittoyou

Dali‘’Ibuygroceriesandsheeatsfromthehouse,giveher

moneyforwhatdon’tboremeinthe

morningplease’’whatismymotherforrealrightnow,shehas

topayschoolfees,buyPhephe

clothesandtoiletries,SizaprobablythoughtIdon’tsupportour

girlbutallalongmymomisn’tgiving

herashareofthemoneyIsendforher,Isighandmybrothers

andtheirwivesappear,Iaskifthey

haven’tseenthemandtheysaysheprobablywenttothefarmt

work,butNontojustlookeddown

asifsheknewsomething

Me‘’nonto,wherearethey’’Isayinanintimidatingtone,my

brother,herhusbandroaredashe

couldalsoseethatsheknowssomething

Nonto‘’sheleftlastnight,theyarenowstayingwithMaNtuli’’

Dali‘’finally,sherealisedthatsheisnotwelcomedhere’’she



ululated

Me‘’mamayouarecelebratingmydaughtersdeparture?’’she

stoppedandlookeddown

Dad‘’youshouldbecelebrating,yourslavehasleft,whowilldo

allyourchoresnow,butIsaygod

forhertofinallystandupforherself’’

Me‘’shecanleavebutmydaughteriscomingback,Iwilltake

herwithmetothecity’’

Dad‘’trythatandIwillcurseyouboy,Idareyoutotryand

brakethatgirlonemoretime,youcome

fromthejungleandwanttotakethatchildawayfromher

mother,amotherwhosufferedtomake

endsmeetwhileyouwerelivinglikeaKingwiththatgirlwho

wearsfakehair,IdareyouVusi

Khumalo,tryandgetSiphephelofromSizakele,Iwillcurseyou’’

Iswallowedhard

Me‘’Kodwababa,sheisalsomydaughter’’hejustignoredme

Dali‘’letthembefornow,shewillcomerunningtoyouforhelp

youwillsee’’Iamsoconfused

Thandiwe



Thistryingforababythingisnotworking,myhusbandis

makingallthisunbearable,heisn’teven

tryingtoberomanticandgentle,Iswearit’slikeheissleeping

withaprostitute,everythingisso

painfulandhedoesn’tevencare,heispoundingmelikeapiece

ofmeatheboughtatastreet

corner.Icouldn’ttakeitanymoreandhejustcontinued

Me‘’Sizweplease,it’spainful.Pleasestop’’hegroaned

Him‘’waitIamalmostdone’’hewentonforwhatseemedlike

eternity

Me‘’pleasebabyplease’’hegroanslouderandstiffensthenstop

andgetsoffmeandgoestothe

bathroomandcomesback

Me‘’haoyounotgonnawipeme’’

Him‘’standupandgowipeyourself,youarenotstucktothe

bed’’

Me‘’whatiswrongwithyou,whydoyoutreatmelikethis’’he

narrowshiseyes



Him‘’ThandiweIdon’thavetimeforthis’’

Me‘’ifyoureallywantustohaveababy,youwilltreatmegood,

mybodywillnotbereadyfora

babyifIamstressed

Him‘’gotothespaandgetsometherapeuticwhatnotbullshit

andrelievethatstressorgo

shopping’’

Me‘’youaresomethingelseshame’’

Him‘’whatever,Iamgoingtotheclub’’

Me‘’that’sallyouknow’’

Him‘’IamattractedtogolddiggerssoImustmakesurethe

goldisenoughsoIcanhaveagoodtime

plusIamtryingforanotherkid,thoselittlecreaturesare

expensivehey,ontheotherhand

sweetheart,yourtasteisquietexpensive,soIneedtowork’’

Me‘’yousickbastard’’hesmirked

Him‘’Iloveyoutoohoney’’

Me‘’gotohellSizwe’’helaughed

Him‘’likemymomalwayssays,wevacationtherefromtimeto

time.Anyway,wearehaving



anothersessionwhenIgetback,preparedearwife’’heworehis

clothesandwalkedout,mytears

fell,Icriedmyeyesout,thisisalltoomuchreally.

Let'sdobestmypeople,react,commentandshare

Siza’stribulations(Notedited)

Chapter10

Thandiwe

Iamtiredofdoingthis,IcannotleavelikethisanymoreandI

can’tdivorcehim,cozIwillleavewith

nothing,theymademesignanNon-DisclosureAgreement,

SizwewantedtobesurethatIamnot

withhimforthemoney,andbecauseIwasinlovewithhim,I

signedwithouthesitation,Ican’tgo

backtothevillage,Iwouldn’tsurvivethereIamusedtothecity

now.IfIamtodivorceSizweIneed

tobeabletostandformyself,Ineedtofindawaytosave

moneyordogotuniversitysowhenI



leaveIamabletostandonmyown.Ineedtorunitpassedhim

cozifIdoitbehindhisbackthere

willbehelltopay.Wewerestillinbed,himobviouslybusyon

hislaptop

Me‘’honey’’

Him‘’mmhhhh’’

Me‘’Iwanttotalktoyouaboutsomething’’

Him‘’Iamlistening’’

Me‘’uhmIwanttostartdoingsomething,likeworkorgoback

toschool’’heclosedhislaptopand

lookedatme

Him‘’why?’’

Me‘’IgetboredathomeSizwe,allIdoisclean,cookandtake

careofourson,Ineedtodo

somethingmore’’

Him‘’seewhyweneedanotherchild,youwon’thavetoomuch

timeonyourhands,youwillbe

takingcareofanewbornchild,andtheyareahandfulwhen

theyareyoung’’



Me‘’andwhenthebabyisgrown,whatthen’’

Him‘’Iguesswemakeanotherone’’

Me‘’that’snotfairSizwe’’

Him‘’whydoyouneedtowork,Imakemoney,alotofit,you

lacknothingThandiwe,ifthisisabout

youmakingyourownmoney,thenIwillpayyoutostayathome

andbemywifehow’sthat?’’

Me‘’itisnotaboutthemoney,Ineedtodosomethingwithmy

life,Idon’twanttobeahousewife’’

Him‘’ohwellhoney,Idon’twantmywifetowork’’

Me‘’thisisfrustrating,Idon’tknowwhyIbothered’’helaughs

Him‘’gotakeashower,Iwannatryagain’’

Me‘’wejusthadsex20minutesago,canIcatchmybreath’’he

gavemeastareandIgotup.

Mandla

MymothercalledandtoldmethatSizaandPhephemovedin,

sheissoexcited,Iamgladshewillbe

withpeopleandalsothatSizaandherdaughterareoutofthat



place.Everythingseemstobe

comingalongperfectly.Ijustgottomyplaceafterthelongest

shift,Palesaisintheloungewriting

something.

Me‘’hey,what’sfordinner’’’

Her‘’Iwashopingwecouldgoout,ithasbeenawhileyou

know’’Isigh

Me‘’Ijustcamefroma16hourshift,Iwashopingtoeat,takea

showerandsleep,canyoube

considerate’’

Her‘’IambeingconsiderateMandla,Itookastepandengaged

us,ImovedinbecauseIknewyou

arealwaysbusytothinkofsuch,thatisbeingconsiderate,look

atmenow,Ispentthewholeday

tryingtowritealettertomyfamilyonyourbehalf’’Ipaused

tryingtounderstand

Me‘whatletterPalesa’’

Her‘’duh,alettertocomeandpayformyLobola’’Iburstout

laughing



Me‘’what?Whogaveyouthegoaheadtodosuchathing,are

youcrazy,areyouthatdesperateto

getmarried,IamaZuluman,thatletterissupposedtobe

writtenbymyuncles,andwhothefuck

saidIwanttosendalettertoyourfamily’’Iroared

Her‘’weareengaged,soitisrequiredthatyousendaletter’’

Me‘’Ididn’taskyoutomarryyoudammit,youengaged

yourself’’

Her‘’whatdoyoumeanyoudon’twanttomarryme?’’

Me‘’itmeansexactlythat,Iamnotgettingmarriedtoyou’’

Her‘’okaywecanhavealongengagementthenitsfine’’

Me‘’woman,youarenothearingme,Iamnotgoingtomarry

you,never’’

Her‘’itisbecauseofthatgirlfromthevillageright,sheisthe

reasonyouarechangingyourmind?’’

Me‘’thishasnothingtodowithSizakele’’

Her‘’thenwhyMandla’’

Me‘’IfelloutoflovewithyoutheminuteyouchangedPalesa,

yourchangewastheworst,idon’t

wantthisrelationshipanymore,Iamdonewithyou’’



Her‘’what,Mandla,babe,Iknowyouaretiredjustgosleepwill

talkwhenyouarewellrested’’

Me‘’IamnottiredPalesa,Ineedyououtofmyhouse,andstop

tellingpeopleweareengaged,i

haveallowedthisshittogoonforlong,itisenoughnow’’Iwalk

awayandIfeelgooddamn

Vusi

Icouldn’tstopthinkingaboutmydaughter,Ihavefailed

Siphephelo,Iamabadfatherreally,and

howcouldIhaveneglectedherthismuch,shesufferedevenat

thehandsofherowngrandmother,I

needtomakeituptoher,howIdon’tknow.Iwassittingnext

tothehuttheyused,deepinmy

thoughtswhenmymothercametome.

Ma‘’whatareyouthinkingaboutson’’

Me‘’mydaughter,Ihavefailedher’’

Ma‘’stopthis,youhaveprovidedforher,Ifedthemandpaid



herschoolfees’’

Me‘’Iwasn’thereforher,achildneedsloveandtimenotjust

money’’

Ma‘’howwouldyouhaveprovidedifyouwereinthisvillage

withher’’

Me‘’mamayouwon’tunderstand’’

Ma‘’listentome,don’tmakeletyourfathermakeyoufeelbad

fornotmarryingSizakele,it

happens,youmadeamistakeandgotherpregnant,youarenot

responsibleforherfamilythrowing

herout,marryMercyandhaveotherchildrenwithher.Youcan

stillbeinPhephe’slifewithout

beingwithhermother.Ithappens,youarenotthefirst.Itisnot

acrimeforSizatoworkand

financiallysupportSiphephelo’’shewasmakingsensealotofit

atthat

Me‘’Iguessyouareright’’

Ma‘’don’ttryandtakeherwithyoutothecity,youknowshe

mightcauseproblemsinyour

marriagecoyoufailedtomarryhermother’’

Me‘’shemustgotothebestschoolthough,maybeaboarding



school’’

Ma‘’notheschoolinthisvillageisfineVusi’’

Me‘’IwillhavetotalktoSizaaboutvisitations’’

Ma‘’Idon’twantyounearthatgirl’’

Me‘’thatisgoingtobeimpossible,wehaveachildtogether’’

Ma‘’whateverconcernsPhephewillbediscussedbymeand

her’’

Me‘’okaythen,letherknowIwillappreciatePhephecomingto

meduringschoolholidays;;

Ma‘’youwanthertosendthatchildwithmutitobreakupyour

marriageandcauseyouproblemsso

youcangobacktoher,heiyouandMercywillcomedownhere

tovisither’’Ifrown

Me‘’youknowSizaisnotlikethatmama’’

Ma‘’awomanscornedisadangerouswomanson’’

Me‘’IwilltalktoMercyaboutthismama’’Isigh

Siza



Wejustgotbackfromchurchandmydaughterisdefinitelynot

herself,shehasbeensoquietitis

worryingmebutmamathinksitisbecauseshemissesVusi,it

makessensethough.churchwasreally

nice,thepastorspokeoflettinggoandacceptingthatGod

allowssomethingstohappenbecausehe

ispreparingusforsomethingbiggerandbetter,hesaidpainis

theretoshapeus,healsospokeof

howweshouldtrustinhimeventhoughwedon’tseeareason

why.Itwaslikehewastalking

directlytome,Ievenshedatear.

Ma‘’yazithisVusithingistakingatollonher,sheisnoteven

enjoyingherfavouriteTVshow’’

Me‘’sheisreallyworryingmemama’’

Ma‘’sheneedssometime,shewillbeokay’’

Me‘’Iprayso’’sheappearedcryingandIimmediatelywentto

herandkneeldowntobeherheight

Me‘’heymylove,what’swrong?Whyareyoucrying?’’

Phephe‘’myheadispainfulSiza,Iamspinning’’Igotsoalarmed,

Itouchedherforeheadandshe



wasburninghot,ohLord

Me‘’mamasheisburningup’’Ifelttearsapproaching

Ma‘’aowNkosiyami,weneedtogethertotheclinic’’she

startedthrowingupandIgotmore

scaredandrushedtogetabucketforhertopukein,shewas

gettingpale

Phephe‘’mamahelpme,Sizahelpme’’Ijustcried

Ma‘’IneedtorunandgetVusimamasohecandriveusfast’’

shenoddedandoutofnowheremy

daughtercollapsed,likehavingaseizure,herpupilstotheback

ofherheadtheonlypartvisibleis

thewhitepart,Istreamednotknowingwhatdodo

Me‘’phephebaby,don’tdothisme,don’tbabyplease,Ineed

you.Siphephelopleasenanaplease’’

Ma‘’runandgetVusi,askhimtocomedriveus,runfastSiza’’I

didn’twaitforhertoasktwice,Iran

likeIwashopingtowinagoldmedalorIwantedtobreak

caster’srecord,that’showfastIwas.Igot

totheKhumalohousefast.IfoundVusi,hiswomanandDali

underthetree

Me‘’Vusipleasehelpmeplease,Phepheisnotfeelingokay,I



don’tknowwhattodo,youhaveto

hurry’’

Vusi‘’what,whathappened’’Iwascryinghysterically

Me‘’sheshecomplainedofherheadhurtingandthenshe…’’his

mominterruptedme

Dali‘’youaresodesperateSizakele,younowusePhephetoget

Vusi’sattentionsis’’

Me‘’Vusiplease,sheisyourchild,Iwouldn’tbehereifitwasn’t

serious’’

Vusi‘’itsokaywecangocheckonher’’

Mercy‘’Idon’ttrustyourbabymama,waitIamgoingto

change’’

Vusi‘’justhurrybabeplease’’shegotanddisappearedforabout

20minutes,Icouldn’twaitany

longer,Iattemptedleaving

Vusi‘’Sizawait,Mercywillbedonesoon’’

Me‘’youmightnotcareaboutSiphephelobutIdo,sheisthe

onlypersonIhaveleft,ifyousawwhat

Isawyouwouldn’tevenbewaitingherwaitingforyourdoll’’I

ranleavingthemthere.



Dali‘’Itoldyou,sheisjealousofyourwife’’sheshoutedloud

enoughformetohearher,Iranfaster

backtothehouse.Iwascryinguncontrollably,howcouldVusi

puthisdaughterlast,whyisheso

evil,evenwhensheissicksheisstillnotapriority.Igotbackto

thehouseandfoundMaNtulisitting

downwithPhepheinherhandscryingsilently,mydaughterwas

notmovinganymore,shewasso

still,thesightofherthatwaybrokemyheartintoamillion

pieces,itshatteredmysoulintheworst

waypossible,Iwasleftbrokenandinthedark

Ma‘’IamsorrySizakele,Iamsorrymybaby’’shesaidcrying,I

wasjuststandingtherelikeastatue

withtearsstreamingdownmyface.

Me‘’whyareyousorrymama’’Iask,Ineedhertosayit,cozit

doesn’twanttoregisterfrommy

conclusion,Ineedtohearit

Ma‘’ohSizakelebaby,sheisnomore,Siphephelohasleftus’’

haveyoutriedscreamingbutthehuge

lumpinyourthroatmakesitveryhardforyoutodoso.Ihave

feltpaininmylife,butGodknowsthe



oneIamfeelingrightnowwasbeyondpainitself.Ijustsank

downandtookmychildfromMaNtuli

andlookedatherface

Me‘’shhhh,it’sokaymylove,youcansleep,mamawillbehere

whenyouwakeup,Ipromise,Iwill

makeitalrightwhenyouwakeup’’myheartwasrefusingto

believethemessagemybrainwas

sending

Ma‘’Sizamybaby,sheisnotwakingup,sheisgone,heaven

couldn’twaitforher,sheisnotcoming

backSthandwasam’’Ifinallymanagedtoscream,andIjustheld

mydaughterslifelessbodytighter,

myhearthasfinallyheardmybrain,Siphepheloisdeadsheis

notgoingtowakeup,sheleftme,

whatwillbecomeofme,theonlypersonIwasholdingonfor

hasleftme,Iamallaloneinthisword,

whyGod,whydoyouresentmesomuchthatyouallowall

thesepainfulthingstohappen,I

acceptedallthatbutitwasjustnotenoughthatyoualsohadto

cometakeher,myreasonforliving,

thepersonIwokeupeverydayfor.Imightaswelldiewithher,



ifItistruethatyoulovemeyouwill

strikemedeadnowandletmefollowmydaughter.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Thankyouforthe

continuousandgrowingsupport.

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter11

Siza

Myheartwasbleeding,Icouldn’tcontainmytears,Vusiandhis

motherfinallygotwhattheywanted

theyhavesucceededinmakingsurethatIammiserable,they

havetakentheonlypersonthat

meanttheworldtome,howdoIgoonwithoutmybaby,Istood

upandcarriedmychild,alifeless

asshewasIpickedherupandwalkedout,MaNtuliwas

confused

Ma‘’Sizamybaby,wherearegoing,weneedtotakehertothe



mortuary’’Ilookather

Me‘’IamtakinghertoVusiandhismother,theydidthis,solet

themfeastonherbody’’Isaycrying

Ma‘’Sizakelecomebacknana,don’tdothisplease’’

Me‘’mydaughterdiedmama,shediedcozDalihitherwiththat

ironrod,shediedbecauseVusi

decidedtowaitforhiswifetochangewhileItoldhimthat

Phepheneededhelp’’Icriedsomemore

Ma‘’Iknowmybabybutplease’’Iignoredherandmademyway

tothehouse,thevillagerswere

alreadyoutlookingatmewithpity,theycouldtellwhatwas

happening,Icouldn’tcareaboutthem,

mytearswereflowinguncontrollably.IgottotheKhumalo

houseandtheywerestillunderthetree

butMercywasnottherewiththem,Iguesssheisstilchanging,

theyseemeandstandup

Vusi‘’howisshenow,pleasegetinthecar,Mercywillsoonbe

doneandwewillgo’’Ijuststareat

him

Dali‘’didn’tyouhearhimSizakele,getinthecarandwaitformy

daughterinlawtofinish’’Ifelt



rage,Iwasboilingwithanger.Iapproachthemandlaydown

Phephe’slifelessbodynexttothem

Vusi‘’Sizadon’tputherontheground,Isaidgetinthecar’’

Me‘’youhavefinallysucceededinkillingmychild,Icametoask

forhelpbutlikealways,shewas

notaprioritytoyou,youmotherhityourdaughterwithaniron

rodandtheconsequencesofthat

blowfinallyclaimedmydaughter’slife.Hereisherbody,you

killedher,sofeastonit,celebrateand

bemerry’’Iwipemytearsandtheywerelookingatmeconfused

Vusi‘’Idon’tunderstand,whatdoyoumeansheisdead’’Ijust

lookathim

Me‘’yourchildsbloodisonyourhands,thebothofyou’’

Vusi‘’nonononoSizakele,mydaughterisnomorewhatdo

youmean’’hepickedherupandcalled

hernametryingtowakeherup.Soonasheregistersthatsheis

lifeless,hescreamedshakingher

Me‘’sheisnotwakingup,youkilledher’’hescreamedsome

more,tearsrunningdownhisface.His

citywifeappearedfromthemainhouse,walkinginheels

Mercy‘’babywhatisgoingon,whyareyoucryinglikethis’’he



lookedather

Vusi‘’mybabygirldiedMercy,shediedbecauseIwastedtime

gettingtoher,itismyfault,

Siphephelobabywakeuppleasebaby,don’tdothistodaddy’’I

chuckledbetweenthecrying

Me‘’youwereneverafathertoher,youchosetoletherdieso

yourwifecangolookprettyonmy

daughtersexpense’’noneofthesaidanything.Hewasstill

sobbingholdingontoher,thewifehada

handtohermouth,obviouslyshocked.Daliwasjuststanding

therelookingguiltyashell.Icharged

toVusiandstartedhittinghim.

Vusi‘’IamsososorrySizakele,IamdeeplysorrypleaseSizaI

amsorry’’hesaidcryingandtryingto

holdmebutIjustfoughthim,acarparkedandMaNtuliwalked

outwithtwomen

Ma‘’Sizababystopitplease,letusgohomemama’’

Me‘’theykilledhermama,theykilledmychild,letthemeather

bodyletthemcelebratemama’’she

managedtoholdmeandIcriedinherarms

Ma‘’itokaybaby,Godknowswhyithappened.Boyspleaseload



Siphephelotothecarsowecan

takehertothemortuary’’theguystookmybabygirltothecar

andmamatriedpullingmesowe

canleave,Istoppedherandcollectedsoilfromtheground.

Me‘’Vusi,youwillneverknowthejoyofbeingaparentagain,

youwillnevereverhearthecryofa

childinyourhouse,youwilldiewithoutanyonecallingyou

daddy.Daliyouwickedwoman,you

hatedmychildsomuchandwhyIdon’tknow,maythespiritof

mychildhauntyoufortherestof

yourlife,youwillneverknowpeace,evenindeathyouwillnever

knowpeace’’IsaycryingthenI

discardedthesoilinmyhand.Iwalkawaytothecar.

Ma‘’babypleasetakebackthatcurse,letGoddealwiththem

foryou’’Ididn’twanttohearthat.

Wegottothecaranddrovemybabytothemortuary.

Vusi

WhathaveIdone,whatkindoffatheramI,Ihavefailedasa



man,Ifailedtobethereformychild,I

havehurtSizakeleintheworstwaypossible,shelivedforour

daughterandnowthatsheisnomore,

sheisgoingtosuffer,howcouldIhavebeensoevil.Thepainin

myheartwastoomuchnow,Ican’t

bearit,Ican’timaginewhatSizaisfeeling.Iwasstillstanding

weresheleftme,Ican’tmove,Ikeep

thinkingthatmaybeifIhadrushedtohershewouldstillbe

alive.Mercycametomeandhuggedme

Mercy‘’IamsososorrymyloveIamsorry’’

Me‘’ifonlyyoudidn’tinsistonchanging,maybemydaughter

wouldbealiverightnow’’

Mercy‘’IknowandIsincerelyapologisebaby,Iamsosorry’’

Me‘’thatwon’tbringherback’’shecried

Ma‘’youcan’tblameyourwifeVusi’’

Me‘’Iamnotblamingher.Iblameyou’’

Ma‘’what?’’

Me‘’youaretheonewhohitherwiththatrod,shesuffereda

headtraumaandeventuallydied,you



killedmydaughterDali,andIwillneverforgiveyouforthis’’

Ma‘’pleasedon’ttalklikethis,itwasamistakeson’’Ichuckle

andwipemytears

Me‘’youhatedSiphephelowithallyourheartmama’’

Ma‘’Ididn’thateher,shewasmygrandchild.Shewasmyblood

Ilovedher’’

Me‘’youdon’thavetopretendmother’’shestartedcryingand

mydadappeared

Dad‘’youaresuchahypocriteVusi.Youareasmuchtoblame

asyourmother,youneglectedher

andnowyouwanttopretendlikeyoucaredforher’’

Me‘’babapleasenotnow,Iamhurtingplease’’

Dad‘’tryandimaginehowthatpoorgirlisfeeling,sheloved

thatchildwithallherheart.Shewas

bothamotherandfathertoSiphephelo,whileyouwerehaving

thetimeofyourlifeinthecitywith

yourBarbiegirl.Ihopeguilteatsthroughyoualldaysofyour

life’’Icried.Myfatherisalsocursing

me,howdidIgetherethough.

Ma‘’don’tcurseyourchildKhumalo,heneedsyounowmore

thaneverpleasebaba’’



Dad‘’youjustshutupyouevilwoman,Idon’twanttoevenhear

youbreathe’’

Me‘’babaIamsorryfordisappointingyoulikethis,Iamsorry’’

Dad‘’youshouldbesorryforyourselfVusi,theGodswillpunish

youforthis,markmywords’’Ijust

criedandhewalkedawaylivingmewithabrokenheart,sheis

gone,mybabyisreallygone.

Siza’sMother

Icouldn’tbelievemyears,thisisthemostpainfulnewsever,oh

mypoorbabymustbegoing

throughalot,andthisisheart-breaking,Ileftworkimmediately

afterhearingthatmygrandbabyis

nomore.MyonlyworryisSizakele.Shemustbefeelinglost,I

needtobethereforher.Iampacking

mybags,Iwillstaywithheruntilshemovespassedthis,she

needsme,andsheneedshermother.I

couldn’tstopmytears.Myhusbandwalksin



Him‘’haibo,whyareyoupacking,whereareyougoing?’’

Me‘’Iamgoingtobewithmydaughter’’

Him‘’butthereisnotaxigoingtothecityatthistime’’

Me‘’IamnotgoingtoThandiwe’’

Him‘’thatistheonlydaughterwehave’’

Me‘’toyoumaybe,butIstillhaveanotherdaughterandshe

needshermotherrightnow’’

Him‘’IthoughtImadeitclearthatSizakeleisnolongerour

child,shedisgracedus,Idon’twantyou

nearthatgirl’’Istoppedandlookathim

Me‘’herchilddiedDlamini,Siphepheloisnomore.Sheneeds

me,andIamgoingtobetherefor

her’’hechuckled

Him‘’ifyoustepoutofthishouseandgotothatgirldon’t

bothercomingback’’Icontinuepacking

Me‘’thensobeitDlamini’’Itakemybagandleave

Him‘’comebackhere,Iamyourhusbandandyouwillrespect

me,youwillobeymylaws’’

Me‘’leavemealonebaba,SizakeleismychildandIwillbethere

forherinthistryingtime,andifit



meansyouwilldisownmetoothenitisfine’’helookedatme

eyeswide

Him‘’don’tyoutryme’’

Me‘’IguessyouandIwillmeetbythestreets,Iwillcall

Thandiwetocomepacktherestofmy

things,sinceIamnolongercomingcak’’

Him‘’youwilllistentowhatIamsaying,gounpackthatbagand

startcooking’’

Me‘’IknowyouarenotdeafsoIknowyouheardme,Iamgoing

togobewithmydaughter’’I

wakedoutandhekeptoncallingmetocomeback.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Itmotivatesmereally

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter12

Siza’smother

Ifeltliberated,standingupformydaughterlikethatdidmy

soulgood.Ifheisgoingtothrowmeout



becauseIchosetobebymychild’ssideinthispainfultimethen

sobeit.Sizakelehasbeenthrough

somuch,painseemstobefollowinghereverywhereandto

thinkus,herfamilycauseditfirsthurts

morethanshecaneverimagine,apartofmehatesmyself,I

shouldhavestoodupforherfromthe

verydaymyhusbandthrewherout,butItriedfixingmywrong.

IgettoMaNtuli’shouseanditis

quite,theatmosphereissad,therearenopeopleyet,just2

neighbours,Iwalkinandtheladiesare

shockedtoseemeheresincetheyknowthatmyhusbandhas

forbiddenustoseeSiza,MaNtuli

smilesassheseesmeandhurriestogivemeahug.

Her‘’ohMaDlamini,itisgoodtoseeyou,ohthankyoufor

coming,shewillbepleasedtoseeyou

sis’’

Me‘’ohkodwasisithankyouforallyouaredoingformybaby,I

failedherasamotherbutyou

steppedupforme,Iamreallygrateful’’Isaycrying

Her‘’itisokaysisi,Iloveyourdaughtersheisagoodchild’’



Me‘’whereisshe?Howissheholdingup?’’

Her‘’ohmygoodness,sheisinthebedroom,sheisnotokayat

all,thisbrokethelittleshehadleft,

SizalivedforSiphephelo,nowthatsheisgoneIdon’tknow

whatwillpushhertowantliveagain’’

Me‘’ohmntanam,Ineedtobewithhertillshehashealedsisi’’

Her‘’knowingthesituationwithyourfamily,itisfineyoucan

beherewithusandmournthatlittle

angel’’Ismile

Me‘’ngiyabongakakhulu,canIseehernow?’’shenodsand

leadsmetothebedroomsheisin,

MaNtulihasheronthematrassalready,andsheisalready

wearingadoekandathrowonher

shoulders,shelooksbesidesherself,sheiscryingsilently

staringatonespot,shewasholding

Phephe’sfavouritedress.Sheseemedsolostinherthoughts,

painthatshewasfeelingcouldbe

seenthroughherlifelesseyes,andthepainofseeingyourchild

likethatistoomuch.Iwalkandsit

nexttoherandonlythenshelookedatme,andIsawalittle

glimpseofhope,ohthankGodIcame,



sheneededme.

Siza‘’ohmamami,youarehere,mamasheisgone,mybabyis

gone’’Itakeherinforahugandshe

cry’sinagony.

Me‘’sshhhhhh.ItwillallbeokaySthandwasam,sheisinheaven

now,shewillalwayswatchdown

overyou’’

Siza‘’shewasmypurpose,howdoIgoon,Ihavenothingtolive

fornowmama’’

Me‘’youwillliveforhermemory,youwillmakesomethingof

yourself,somethingthatwouldhave

madehersohappy,afterallshewasahappyandjubilantchild’’

Siza‘’ithurtsmama,ithurtstomysoul,Siphephelosam’’

Me‘’shewillalwaysbethattoyoubaby,eveninherresting

placeyouwillfindyourpeace’’Ilayher

onmylapandhushheruntilsheisasleep.ThenIgotalkto

MaNtuli.

Her‘’howisshenow’’

Me‘’heisisi,sheishurtingsomuch,butsheisasleepnow’’

Her‘’Iamgladsheissleeping,thenthepainwon’tbetoomuch’’



Me‘’exactlysisi’’

Her‘’Iwashopingwecouldtalkaboutthefuneral

arrangements’’

Me‘’okaysisi’’

Her‘’Ithoughtwecouldhaveherfuneralhere’’

Me‘’Iwouldreallyappreciatethatsisi,mysalaryiscoming

throughintwodaysIwillburymy

grandbaby’’

Her‘’Itookherasmygrandchildtoo,Iwouldliketoalso

contribute,wewillgiveherabefitting

burial’’

Me‘’thegoodlordwillblessyousomuchMaNtuli’’shesmiles

Her‘’SizaandImanagedtopickoutanicecoffinforher,andI

paidallthemorguecosts’’Iletouta

tear,thiswomanisgodly

Me‘’Iwillbuythefoodandthecowthen’’

Her‘’okaysisi,butIwillstillchipinsomething,Iamjustwaiting

onMandlasohecantellmewhere

hewouldliketocontribute’’

Me‘’haveyouinformedhimyet?’’



Her‘’Iamgoingtocallhimnow’’

Me‘’okaysisi,Ithinkweshouldgobuybakingingredients,so

whenpeoplecomeofferustheir

condolenceswecangivethemcookiesandtea’’

Her‘’goodidea,wewillaskoneoftheseladiestogo,Idon’t

wantustoleaveSizakelealone’’

Me‘’Okaythankyousisi,againGodwillblessyouandyour

familyforyourpureheart’’

Her‘’Ireceivesisi,weneedtoholdhandsandbethereforour

daughter’’wehugandthetwo

neighbourladieslookedatusintotaladmiration

Mandla

Ihadahecticweek,soIdecidedthatIwillchillwithSteveand

unwind,Vusiisstillnotbackfromthe

villagesoitwillbejustus,wellPalesaisbeingstubbornabout

movingout,butIdon’thavehertime,

Iamgoingtogiveher2daysforhertoleavemyhouseafter,if

shedoesn’tmoveoutIamcallingthe



policetothrowherout.SteveclearshisthroatandIlookathim

Him‘’didyoucallmeheretobluesortodrinkandhavefun’’

Me‘’sorryman,Ijusthavealotonmyplate’’

Him‘’what’sup’’

Me‘’IbrokethingsoffwithPalesaandsheisbeingdifficult

aboutit’’

Him‘’youdidwhat?Whatthehell,whyman?’’

Me‘’afterwhatshedid,Ifelloutoflovewithherman,shehas

beencrazy,sheengagedherself,

movedinwithoutmypermissionandjustafewdaysago,she

waswritingalettertoherownfamily

onmybehalf,imagine’’hebustedoutlaughing

Him‘’whatthehell,sheiscrazyman,whodoesthat,nonogood

thingyouendedthingsdamn

dude’’

Me‘’exactly,sheistoodesperatenow,plussheisaliabilitynje,

spendsmymoneyonuseless

things’’

Him‘’bratellmeaboutit,sheisgoodenoughasasidethingnot



awife’’Ilaughthisonecan’tstick

toonewoman,myphoneringsinterruptingourconversation,

it’smymom,Ismileandanswer

Me‘’lovewami’’

Her‘’Mandla’’shesaysdryly,okaythisisnotlikemymom

Me‘’howSthandwasam,yiniyousounddown’’Ihearhercryon

theothersideofthecall

Me‘’mama,talktomewhat’sgoingon,youarescaringme

manje’’

Her‘’youneedtocomehomeboyboy,Sphephelohasleftus’’I

widenmyeyesshocked

Me‘’whatdoyoumeanshehasleftus?’’

Her‘’shediedMandla,Phephediedtodayafterchurch’’whatno,

manohGodSizaoflord

Me‘’mamawhathappened,howisSiza?’’

Her‘’rememberDalihitherwiththatrod,shehasbeenhaving

serveheadachesanddizziness,she

complainedagaintodaythensuddenly,shestartedvomiting

andoutofnowhereshefaintedlikeshe

washavingaseizure,thenSizawenttoaskVusiforhelp,butas

alwaystheydidn’tcare,theyhadto



waitforthatgirltochangeherclotheswastingmoretime,and

shediedinmyarmswhileIwaited

forVusi,yourfriendisevilMandla.Sizakeleisbrokenboysheis

hurtingsobad’’Iletatearoutand

Stevegavemeaconcernedlooked

Me‘’Iwillbetheretonight,Ineedtosortoutmyworkschedule

andaskforleave’’

Ma‘’thankyouboyboy’’

Me‘’bethereforSizakelemamaplease’’

Ma‘’Iwillboy,andgoodthingishermotherisalsohere’’

Me‘’thatisgreat,Iwillseeyoulaterthenma’’wesayour

goodbyesandIhangup

Steve‘’bruhwhat’sup?’’

Me‘’yourfriendmessedupmfethu’’

Steve‘’whatdidhedonow’’Iexplainallmymothersaidtome

Me‘’nowhisonlychilddied’’

Steve‘’thisisfuckedup,hismotheriscrazy,whywouldshedo

that,Ironrodbafo,anddamnhimfor

choosingtoletMercydollupandhisdaughtersexpense’’

Me‘’Itellyoubafo,thelittlegirl,hasbeenbleedingintoher



braintodeath.Ineedtodrivedownto

theVillage,tohelpmymotherwiththearrangements’’

Steve‘’Iamdefinitelygoingwithyou,Ineedtopunchthatfool.’’

Me‘’don’twasteyourtime,wewillbebusywiththe

arrangementstoevennoticethatfool’’

Steve‘’igetyouman,whattimeshouldweleave?Whosecar

arewetaking?’’

Me‘’wewillleavein2hours,andwecantakeyourSUVits

bigger,wewillablerunerrandswithit,

andohwearefarfromtown,soyouwillwanttocarryenough

cashonyou’’

Steve‘’youarereallyfromWakanda’’webothlaugh,andleave

theclubtogopackandmakework

arrangements

Siza

Seeingmymotherheremadeahugedifferenceinmyheart,

eventhoughthepainstillrunsdeepbut

herbeingherewithmecalmsme,Imissmydaughtersomuch,



justleftmewithoutwarning,atleast

ifshefellillthenIwouldhavepreparedapartofmeforthis,

butitwasallsosudden.Myheartwas

neverreadyforthis.HowdoIacceptthisandmoveon,howtoI?

Thebedroomdooropenedandit

wasmymother’s(mamaandMaNtuli)

MaN‘’youareawakebaby,letmegomakeyousomethingto

eat’’

Me‘’nothankyoumama,Iamnothungry’’

Ma‘’kodwaSizakele,youneedtoeatbaby’’

Me‘’maybelatermama’’

Ma‘’okaybaby,wehavealreadyplannedthefuneral,sowe

wantedtoknowwhenyouwouldliketo

layhertorest’’

Me‘’IgavebirthtoheronaThursday,soIwouldlovetobury

heronaThursday’’

MaN‘’okaySthandwasam,wewillletthemortuaryknowokay’’

Ismile

Me‘’thankyoubothsomuch’’



Ma‘’allwillbeokaymybaby,justmournyourbabygirl,deal

withthispain’’Iletoutatearandthey

bothhugme.wehearsomeonecleartheirvoice,welookupand

itisDaliandherson,Istandup

Me‘’youhavethenervetoshowuphere,didyoucometoreally

seethatsheisdead?’’

Vusi‘’mamakheplease,Iamjustheartomournourdaughter

withyouplease’’

Me‘’shewasnotyours,youwerejustaspermdonorVusi’’

Vusi‘’pleasedon’ttalklikethisSizaplease.IknowIdidn’tshow

itmuch,butIlovedSiphepheloshe

wasmybaby’’

Me‘’donottalkaboutmychildVusi,shewasnothingtoyoubut

aburdenwhichyouregrettedand

thatisokay’’

Dali‘’IamsosorrySizaplease,allowustobehereandmourn

her’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Vusitakethiswitchyoucallmotherandgetoutofhere’’

Ma‘’babycomedownSthandwasam’’

Me‘’listentomeandlistencarefully,Idon’twanttoseeyou

anywherenearmydaughtersfuneral,



youkilledhersothereisnoneedtocomeherewithyour

crocodiletears,Iwantnothingtodowith

youtheKhumalo’s.Takeyourwifeandgobacktothecityand

leavemetoburymybaby’’

Vusi‘’Sizaplease,Ineedtosaymygoodbyestomybaby,please

allowmeIbegyou’’

Me‘’getthehelloutofthishouseandnevercomeback’’

Dali‘’Sizakelepleasesisi,hatemeIunderstandbutpleaseallow

Vusitoburyhisdaughtertoo’’

Me‘’Isaidgetthehellout’’Isaythrowingshoesatthem,are

theyheretomockmeandcauseme

morepain,theykilledherisn’tthatenough

Ma‘’Ithinkitisbetteryouleave’’mymothersay’stoaweeping

Vusi,mxmcrocodiletears

Vusi‘’IknowIwrongedherMaDlaminibutpleasebegherfor

meplease’’

MaN‘’wewilltry,butpleaseleaveyourpresenceisupsetting

her’’henodsandtakehismotherand

theyleave.

Noteditedbakithi,Iwasracingagainsttime,Iamverybusy.



Pleasereact,leaveacommentand

sharewithothers.ParticipationiseverythingItellyou

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter13

Siza

Tomorrowwearelayingmybabygirltoherfinalrestingplace,

itishardtotellyouthetruthbutwith

eachpassingday,Ilearntoacceptthatsheisnotcomingback,

evenifIcancryriverJordan.TodayI

amgoingtowashherbodyanddressher,inthatpinkandwhite

favouritedressofhers,shelovedso

much,shewouldbegmetoallowherweariteverySunday,I

wishshecanwakeupandjusttellme

thatshelovesmethengobacktohereternalsleep.Mymother

openedthedoorandsmiledatme

Ma‘’howareyoufeeling?’’

Me‘’Iwillbefinemama’’



Ma‘’youwillbeSthandwasam,giveyourselfsometime’’

Me‘’yesmama,andthankyouforcomingtobewithme,Itruly

appreciateit’’wehug

Ma‘’Iloveyountombazaneyam’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo’’

Ma‘’nowlet’sgobaby’’Ismiledatherandwewalkedouthand

inhand.Mandladrivesustothe

mortuaryandmamaandIwalkedin,Istoppedinmytracks,am

Ireadytoseeherlifelessbody

again?TearswerenotfarandIdidn’teventrytoholdthemin

Ma‘’shhhhh,it’sokaysisi,ifthisistoohardforyouIwilldoit

alone’’Ijustcontinuedcrying

Me‘’nomamaIwanttogiveherthefinalbath,brushherpretty

hairandtellherIloveher’’

Ma‘’wewillstandheretillyouareready,takeyourtime’’Isigh

andwipemytearsthenwewalkin

Me‘’Iamfinenow,wecangoinmama’’shesmiledandledthe

way.TheyshowusherbodyandI

startcleaningher,shelookssopeaceful,Imanagetokeepmy

tearsin,anddecidetothinkofher

whenshewasatherhappiest,Ilaugh



Ma‘’whatisfunnybaby’’

Me‘’Irememberwhenshelosthertoothandsomeoneatschool

toldherthatthetoothfairywill

bringhermoney,shewassoexcitedbutIdidn’thaveanymoney

onme.IhadtomakeaplansoI

cookedherfavouritemealandtookthedressshehadforgotten

about,Iplacedthemwhereshehad

kepthertoothwhenshefellasleep,Itookthetoothandkeptit,

whenshewokeupshefoundthe

dressandtooth,herexcitementwasheart-warming,shesaid

shefeltreallyspecialcozshewillhave

thedressforlongerthanmoney,cozshewouldhavejust

boughtsweetswiththatmoney’’

Ma‘’letmeguess,thisisthedress’’Inodandsmilewithatear

dropping

Me‘’Iwillmisshersomuch’’shecametomysideandhugged

measwecrytogether

Ma‘’godwillgiveyouotherchildren,theywillnotreplace

Phephebuttheywillmakeyouhappy’’

Mandla



Theatmosphereinthehouseistense,everyoneishurt,that

angelspassingreallybrokeeveryone,

shewassuchabubblychild,ImyselfwillenjoymyTVbuddy

whenIvisit.Stevehasreallybeenof

help,wemanagedtoarrangeeverything,andweeven

contributedandboughtthecowanddecided

thatwewillerectatombstoneforPhephe.Sizawasemotional

aboutthatbutsheshowedthatshe

reallyappreciatedourefforts,wearelayinghertorest

tomorrowandIjustwantSizatohealand

movedbutthispainfulexperience.SteveandIwerechillingat

myhouse,andVusi’scarparked

outsideandhecametojoinus

Steve‘’whatthehellishedoinghere?’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowman,butwewillfindoutsoon’’hearrivesat

thecornerweareseated

Vusi‘’gents’’

Me‘’surebafo’’



Steve‘’yahVusi’’hesighs

Vusi‘’Iamsureyouknowwhathappenedhenceyouarethis

coldtowardsme,butgentsbelieveme

IamsorryforwhatIdid,IwasIcouldjustturnbackthehands

oftimeand’’Steveinterrupted

Steve‘’andyoucannotmansodon’tbullshitus,youarea

cowardyouchosepussyoveryourown

daughter,yesyouwantednothingtodowithhermother,but

yourkidman,sheneededyou’’

Vusi‘’Iknowthis,andIfeelguiltyenough,andthethoughtof

notbeingabletoattendherfuneral

killsmemore,itispainfulevenforme,butIneedyouguys,I

needmyG’s’’hewascrying

Me‘’whoarewetojudgeman,seatdown,butsoonasSiza

comesbackyouneedtoleave’’

Vusi‘’howisshe?Sherefusedmetohelpwiththefuneral

arrangementsandrefusedtoaccept

money’’

Me‘’sheisnotokayman,sheisbroken,yeaheverythingisready,

eventheteamthatwillerecther

tombstone’’



Vusi‘’whoisresponsibleforthat,Icouldpayforthatatleast’’

Steve‘’Nah.MandlaandIalreadycoveredthat,nothingis

needed’’

Me‘’yeaheverythingisgood,plusSizawouldbeangryifshe

foundoutIallowedyoutopayfor

anything,sorrybafo’’hewipedhistears

Vusi‘’Iregreteverythingthathappenedthatday,Ifailedmy

babygirlbafo,IhurtSizaandshedidn’t

deserveitonebit’’wetriedcomfortingbuthejustcriedso

painfullywedidn’tevenknowwhatto

saytohimanymore.

Thandiwe

Thingshavebeenbetterinmymarriage,okayitisnotallrosy

andall,butwhenitcomestoSizwe

andme,rosyandallthoseromanticthingsarenotpartofour

vocabulary.HeflewtoBotswana

yesterdayandhegavemethepermissiontovisitmyparents,I

hasbeenawhilesinceIsawthem.So



Iamalmostatthetheirhouse,mysonissleepinginhiscarseat

asIparkoutside,Iremovehimand

goplacehiminside,mydadisaloneinthehouselisteningto

theradio,hedoesn’tlookokayatall.

Me‘’heydaddy,howareyou?’’

Dad‘’ohThandikababa,Ididn’thearyoucomein’’

Me‘’thatisbecauseyourmindisfaraway’’

Dad‘’forgivemebaby,howwasyourdrive’’

Me‘’justfinethanks,Sizweaskedmetogiveyouthis’’Ihand

himthemoney

Dad‘’ohthankyou,wereishe’’

Me‘’hewenttoBotswanaonbusiness’’henods

Me‘’whereisma?’’hesighsdeeply

Dad‘’youmotherleftmeandchosethatgoodfornothingsister

ofyours’’

Me‘’whatthatdoesn’tseemlikemama,whathappened?’’

Dad‘’herdaughterthatlittlegirldied’’Igaspforair,ohmyGod

Me‘’Sizakele’sdaughterdied,buthowwhathappened,shemust

bedevastated’’



Dad‘’Idon’tknowwhathappened’’

Me‘’Iseewhymamawillrushtoherside,Iwouldalsoneedmy

motherifIlostmychild’’

Dad‘’mmmhhhh’’

Me‘’mamawillbebackbaba,justtryandunderstandwhereshe

iscomingfrom’’

Dad‘’sheismywifeandshechosethatgirloverme’’Isigh,can

mydadhearhimself

Me‘’babaIknowthatyousaidweshouldnevertalktoSiza,but

sheisstillherdaughter,sheacted

thesamewayanymotherwould’’heshootsmeadeathstare

Dad‘’IknowyoujustgotherebuttrustmeIwouldn’tmind

kickingyououtwithyourson’’

Me‘’Iamsorrybaba’’Istandupandleavetheroom,myfather

isruthlessGod,evenwhenhis

daughterisinsuchpainheinsistsonwantingnothingtodo

withher,itisscary,whatwillhappenifI

getonhiswrongside

Welike,wecommentandweshare



Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter14

Narrated

ThedayoflittlePhephe’sfuneralarrivedandasexpecteditwas

suchanemotionalday,everyone

washurting,butSizakelehasn’tshedevenatear,shelookedso

lostandeveryoneintheirright

frameofmindcouldseethatpainwaseatingthroughher,she

wasbroken,itwaslikeshewasback

toblockingthefactthatherdaughterwasnomore.Theservice

washeldattheNtulihousehold,the

churchpeoplecameaswellasSiphephelo’sclassmates,and

theysangabeautifulsongfortheir

mate,whichmadeeveryonetearup.Theservicemovedtothe

burialsiteandthepastorperformed

theburialrights,andthefamilyandclosefriendswereaskedto

comeandpoursoilintheopen

grave,Siza’sturncamebutshewasstillsilentwithnotears,but

soonasshegottotheopengraveof



herbaby,shescreamedinagonyanddidwhateveryonewasn’t

expecting,shejumpedintothe

gravescreamingherdaughter’sname,shewasbeggingforGod

tobringherback,shepromisedto

protectherbetter,shevowedtoneverletanythinghappento

herifonlyHecouldbringherbackto

her.Thepastoraskedthemtoletherbeforaminutesoshecan

getridofasmuchpainasshecould,

theykeptonsingingwhileshewascryinginthegrave,itwent

onforminutesandeveryoneeventhe

menshedatear,theyhadneverseensomeonesobroken

before,deathwasnothingnewbutthe

wayithadaffectedSizakeleitwasnothingtheyhaveseen

before.HercryingsubsidedandSteveand

MandlagotheroutofthegraveandMandlacarriedherbackto

theseatwithoutputtingherdown,

hekeptoncomfortingher.MaDlaminiandMaNtuliwereso

hurttoseeherlikethat,theceremony

progressed,andthemanfinallywenttofillthegravewithsoil

andtheteamstartederectingthe

tombstone,itwassobeautiful,fitenoughforandangel



princess.Sizawaslookingatitwith

admiration,apartofherwaspleasedthatherbaby’sfinal

restingplacewasabefittingone.Onthe

othersideofthegravesite,Vusistoodbythetreehidingso

peopledon’tseehim,hewascryingso

painfully,guilteatingthroughhim,hewishedhedideverything

differently,hewishedhehadgiven

Phepheallthetimeandloveintheworld,hesawSizajumpinto

theirdaughtersgraveandthathad

himtearupevenworse.Theteamfinishedwiththetombstone

andthepastorperformedaservice

foritaswell.Oncedone,Mandlagaveawordofthankyouand

askedthevillagerstogobacktothe

Ntulihometohavefoodandrefreshments.HecarriedSizato

hiscarandeveryoneelsewalkedto

theirtransportandwenttothehouse.Onceeveryoneleft,Vusi

creepedhiswayoutofhishiding

placeandmadewaytohisdaughtersgrave,hesawhow

beautifulthetombstoneis,butgothurt

becausehecouldn’tburyhisownchild,norcontributeanything,

hesatdownandstartedbegging



Siphephelotoforgivehim,andhekeptontellingherthathe

lovedherandwishedhesaiditmore

oftenwhileshewasstillalive,hebeggedthatshelooksafter

Sizaandtoalsoforgivehimforhurting

hermotherlikethat.Hestayedforalmost2hourscryingand

talkingtohersilentgrave.Thenwent

backtohisfather’shousewithaheavierheart.

1monthlater

Siza

Witheachpassingday,Ihealalittle,Iwillneverforgetmybaby,

mybestfriendandlittlesister,my

motherandMaNtulihavebeengreat,withoutthemIwouldn’t

havefoundmystrength,Mandlahas

alsobeenagreatfriendtome.Ihaven’tlookedatmydaughters

belongings,sotodayIdecidedtogo

throughherschoolbagandIfoundaletteraddressedtome,it

wasdecoratedwithflowersand

heartsshedrewandcolouredherself,itwassobeautiful,Itear

upandsmile,itnolongerhurtslike



beforebutthepainisstillthere.Iopentheletteranditreads

DearSizakele,mamawami

IamwritingmylettertotellyouthatIloveyouwithallmy

heartandIwantyoutonevercry

becauseofDali.IwillgrowupbeaDrandIwillbuyyouahouse

inthecityandyouwillneverbesad

again.Youarethebestmotherintheworld.Youbuyme

dressesandcookmemydeliciousfood,

youtakecareofmeevenwhenyouaretiredfromcleaningthe

farm.Pleasebuymethefoodfrom

thewhiteman’scaragain,Ienjoyedthatdayverymuch.

Phephewakho

Ohmybabygirl,shelovedme,sheappreciatedallthelittleIdid

forher,sheneverwantedmeto

cry,Iwillhonourthat,Iwillnocryanymore,becauseshenever

wantedtoseemelikethis,my



motherwalksinandfindsmewipingmytearsandsmiling

Ma‘’itisgoodtoseeyousmile,whatisthereasonbehindthat

beautifulsmile?’’Ihandtheletterto

her

Me‘’Ifoundthatinherschoolbag’’sheletoutatearandsmiled

Ma‘’shewasaspecialchild,thisisbeautiful,keepitwithyouas

areminderofherlove’’

Me‘’thislettersomehowhealedapartofme’’

Ma‘’thatisagoodthing,Ididn’twantyoutomournforevermy

baby’’

Me‘’Iwilllivemylifeformenow,thatiswhatshewanted,to

seemehappy’’

Ma‘’everychildwantsahappymotherbaby,Iamsuresheis

smilingdownonyou’’

Me‘’Ihopesomama,Iwillalwayscarryherinmyheart’’

Ma‘’that’sallyouneedtodo,Iloveyoubaby’’

Me‘’IloveyoutooMaDlamini,andthankyouforbeingwithme

throughthis’’

Ma‘’IamyourmotherIwilldoanythingforyou’’wehugandto



tellthetruththatletterworked

magiconmysoul,seewhyInamedherSiphepheloevenin

deathshestillgivesmesolace

Vusi

IthasbeenthehardestmonthbutIhavefinallyacceptedthat

sheisnotcomingback,Icouldblame

myselfandallbutthatwon’tbringherback,thebestnextthing

isformetogoonwithmylifeand

learnfrommymistakes.Ihavebeenburyingmyselfwinmy

worktohelpmecopeandkindof

neglectingMercy,sotodayIdecidedtobeathomeandspend

timewithherbeforeshegivesupon

us,Ican’tlosehertoo.IwaswatchingTVintheloungeandshe

walkedinandsatnexttome

Her‘’areyouokay?’’

Me‘’yesbabe,andsorryforbeingcoldforthelastfewweeks’’

Her‘’Itotallyunderstandmylove,youlostyourchildandIam



partlytobeblamedforthatandIam

sorry’’

Me‘’don’tblameyourself,weneedtomovepastthatandplan

ourfuture’’

Her‘’Iwouldlovethatbabe’’

Me‘’IwasthinkingitistimeIsendthatlettertoyourfather’’

shescreamed

Her‘’ohmylovethatisgoodnews,pleasegettoit,Iwillstart

lookingforthebestweddingplanners

intown’’Ilaugh

Me‘’let’shopeyourdaddoesn’tchargemeanarmandaleg’’we

bothlaugh

Her‘’Iwilltalktodaddylove’’

Me‘’don’tyoudare,Iwillpaywhateverhewantsforyoumy

Queen’’sheblushes

Her‘’itisgreattohearthatmybaby’’Ikissher

Her‘’haveyouspokentoyourmother?’’

Me‘’Idon’twantanythingtodowithmymotherbabe’’

Her‘’wontshebeneededinourweddingthough?’’

Me‘’Iwillmakeotherarrangementswithmyauntsbabe,don’t



stress’’

Her‘’Iknowshehurtyoubaby,butsheisyourmom,youneed

totalktoher,evenifyouguysdon’t

backtobeingascloseasyouusedto’’Isigh

Me‘’I’llthinkaboutbabe,butIamnotpromisingyouanything’’

Her‘’thatisallIaskforlove’’

Me‘’IloveyouMercy’’sheblushed

Her‘’andIloveyouKhumalo’’shesayswithhersnobbishaccent

thatturnsmeoneachtime

Siza’sMother

IamsittingwithMaNtuliandSizaoutside,baskinginthesun,

wearehavingalightconversationand

mydaughterseembrightertoday,thatletterPhephewrotedid

herwell,anditisgreattoseeher

smilingandlaughingagain,Iwanthertobeokaythatwould

bringjoybacktomeashermother.

MaNtulisaidsomethingandweallburstoutlaughingbutour

momentisruinedwhenmyhusband



parkshiscarandwalkedin,wearestaringathimandhestops

infrontofusandclearshisthroat

Him‘’sanibonani(greetings)MaNtulianswerswhileSizaandI

remainsilent

Her‘’yeboDlamini’’

Him‘’Ihopeyouarewell,Icametotalktomywife,Nkosikazi

canwepleasehaveaword’’Ilookat

mydaughterandshenods

Me‘’okay’’Istandupandwewalktohiscarandgetin,Ifoldmy

handsandwaitforhistospeak

Him‘’Imissyoumfaziwami(mywife)whenareyoucoming

backhome?’’

Me‘’Ithoughtyoutoldmenevertocomebacktoyourhouse,

shouldIcomebewithmydaughter’’

Him‘’Iknowandthatwaswrongofme’’

Me‘’whatareyousaying’’

Him‘’Iamsayingyoucancomebackhome’’

Me‘’Istillwanttobewithmydaughter,Iwillcomebackonlyif

youacceptherback’’



Him‘’Iwon’tdothat,Istillwantnothingtodowithher,butif

youwanttohavearelationshipwith

heryoucangoaheadbutpleasekeepheroutofmyhouse’’

Me‘’howwillIbesurethatyouwontchangeyourmindonceI

ambackinyourhouse’’

Him‘’Iamamanofmywordsyouknowme’’

Me‘’Idon’tknow,Iwillthinkaboutit’’

Him‘’whatistheretothinkabout’’

Me‘’alotactually,Sizakelestillneedshermother’’hesighs

Him‘’howlongdoyouneed’’

Me‘’IwillgetbacktoyouDlamini,Ineedtotalktomydaughter

first’’

Him‘’youwanttoinvolveherinourmaritalissuesnow

nkosikazi?’’

Me‘’IwillmakecontactwhenIhavereachedadecision,uhambe

kahle(gowell)’’Igotoutofthecar

andwalkedbacktomydaughterandMaNtuli.IwilltalktoSiza

aboutthislateron

Mylovies,pleasedobest,react,commentandshare.Mysilent



readersshowyourselvestuuu

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter15

Siza

Ihavebeenthinkinglongandhardaboutmyfuture,Iamonly

23yearsandIcanstilloffertheworld

somuch,mydaughterwantedtobeaDrsoIthinkIwillbeone

justtofulfilherdream,thinking

aboutstudyingthatlongisscarybutforhermemoryIwilldoit,

mymotherrefusedgoingbacktomy

fatherbecauseshewantedtobewithme,butshemustgoback

now,Iamhappythatshefinally

choseme,Iwillforeverbegratefultoher,butitistimeshegoes

backhometoherhusbandcozthis

birdisreadytospreadherwings,iaskedboththisincredible

womaninmylifetoseatdownsoIcan

talktothemaboutmyfutureplan.Theyaresittinginfrontof

melookinganxious



Me‘’youdon’thavetolookatmelikethatyouknow’’Ilaugh

andtheyrelax

Ma‘’whatisitthatyouwantedtotalktousaboutbaby’’

Me‘’firstlyIwanttothankyoutoosomuch,youhavebeenthe

bestmothersever,Iloveyouguysso

much.AndmamaIwilllikeyoutogobacktoyourhusband,we

willstillhavearelationshipwithout

hidingatleast,hedoesn’twantmeandthatisokay,butyoudo

andIamgrateful,alsoyoulovehim

andthistimeyougettohavethebothofuswithoutlying’’they

werecrying

Ma‘’Idon’twanttoleaveyoujustyetSizakele’’

Me‘’Iknowmama,butitistimeIleft’’theireyeswidened

MaN‘’lefttowhereSiza?’’

Me‘’Iwanttogotothecity,writemymatricagainandenrolin

medicalschool’’theylookedateach

otherandululated,Ijustlaughed

Ma‘’ohthisisthemostheart-warmingnewsever’’Ismile

MaN‘’Iamsoproudofyouforchoosingthisstep’’



Me‘’thankyoumyQueens’’

Ma‘’Iwillsendyoumoneyeachmonthsoyoucansurviveand

payforthatrewrite,thenwewillfind

youabursaryforuniversity’’

MaN‘’IwillcallMandlaimmediatelyaboutaccommodatingyou’’

Ismile

Me‘’Ijustwanttodothisonmyown,figureouttheworldalone,

Ihavedependedonpeoplebefore

anditleftmebroken,Ineedtomakeitoutonmyown,Idon’t

wanttoowemysuccesstoanyone

butGod’’

MaN‘’youmakesomuchsense,butpromiseyouwillalwaysask

forhelpwhenitgetstough’’

Ma‘’weareproudofyouSizakele,butIamsendingyouthat

moneyeachmonth’’

MaN‘’metoo,atleastwewillsleepbetteratnightknowingyou

havefoodandrentispaid’’Ilaugh,

thesetwowon’tgiveupnje,Imightaswellletthembe

Me‘’okayfine,Iwillacceptthemonthlyallowancethen’’

Ma‘’mydaughterwillbeaDoctor,Iamsoproud’’shewipedher

tear



MaN‘’whenareyouplanningtoleave’’

Me‘’IhavebeenincommunicationwithNonto’scousininthe

city,sheoncehelpedmeout.Iasked

hertofindmeaccommodationandagoodschooltorewrite,

andshehasregisteredmeandfound

meaplacetostay,IsenthermoneytodoallthesethingsandI

willbeleavingsoonasdayafter

tomorrow’’

Ma‘’sothat’swhyyouhavebeensosneakythesepastfewdays

Sizakele’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ijustwantedtomakeyouproud’’

Ma‘’Iamsoproud,morethanyoucanimagine’’wesmileand

noticeMaNtulicrying,Iquicklywent

tohugher

Me‘’what’swrongSthandwasam’’

MaN‘’whyareyouleavingsosoon’’

Me‘’myclassesstartinaweeksoIneedtofamiliarisemyself

withtheplace’’

MaN‘’itmakessensebaby,Iamjustsosadthatyouareleaving

ussosoonmylove,Iwillmissyou’’



Me‘’IwillvisitfrequentlyIpromise’’shesmiledandmymother

cametojoininourhug

Ma‘’Iwantyoutogothereandstayedfocusedonyourgoals’’

MaN‘’don’tforgettoputGodbeforeanything’’

Me‘’Iwill,Iamblessedtohaveyouguysasourmothers’’

MaN‘’weneedtoprepareafeast,plusIhavebottlesofwines

Mandlaalwaysbringsme’’

Ma‘’ithasbeenawhilesinceIhadsome,itwouldbenice’’I

laughlistentothesetwooldwoman

MaN‘’youbetternotstartdrinkingalcoholandgettingdrunkin

thecity’’Ilaugh,Iamtrulyblessed

tohavethesetworeally,Iamhappytheyareproudofme.

Mandla

ThiswomanistryingmeIswear,shehasbecomethedevilthat

testsme,Ihonestlydon’tknowwhy

shecan’tleavemealone,shehasbeenblowingmyphone,

showingupatmyhousenowsheis

comingovertomyworkplace,Idon’tknowwhattodo.Here



sheisinmyofficelookingallsexyas

fuck,Idon’twanttostandupsoshecanseemyerection,andit

hasbeenawhilesinceIgotsome

dammit,butIwon’ttouchhernever

Me‘’youcancomehereevennakedPalesaIwon’ttouchyou’’

Her‘’ohcomeonMandla,Iknowyoumissme’’

Me‘’don’tflatteryourself’’sheworehercoatandsigh

Her‘’whatisyourproblemMandla,Iamtryinghere’’

Me‘’Idon’tcare,Itoldyouwearedone’’

Her‘’IknowIamresponsibleforusdriftingapartbutpleaseI

willgobacktothewomanyoufellin

lovewith’’

Me‘’don’tdoanythingformePalesa’’

Her‘’Ibegyou,IsawmymistakesandIwillworkonthemnot

onlyforyoubuttobettermyself’’

Me‘’youdothatbutleavemeoutofit,youarenotsomeoneI

canbuiltafuturewithhey’’

Her‘’youarehurtingme’’



Me‘’you’vedonefarworsetome,youwillgetoverit,Idid’’

Her‘’whoeversheis,Iwillfindherandshewillknowmewell’’

Me‘’don’twasteyourtime,thereisnoshetofind,ratheruse

thattimetodosomethingwithyour

life’’

Her‘’youarereallytryingmehereMandla’’

Me‘’justleavebeforeIcallsecurity’’

Her‘’okayfine’’

Me‘’yeahfine,don’tevercomehere’’

Her‘’youwillbemineagainbaby,trustme’’shewinkedatme

thenleft,Ijustsighedandwentto

checkonmypatients

Mercy

Iammeetingwithmysistersomewherenearherapartmentin

Braam,thisisnotmyscenethough,I

don’tunderstandwhyshechosetoleavelikeaverageperson,

whenshecouldjusthavean



apartmentsomewhereintheNorth,imaginesharingyourspace

withothersmxm,sheshouldjust

acceptdadasheisandstopthisnonsense,shewalksinlooking

sopretty

Olivia‘’hesis,sorryIamlate,Ihadclass’’

Me‘’it’sfinebabe,howareyourstudiesgoing’’

Olivia‘’itishecticItellyou,butIwillsurviveIalwaysdo,howis

beingthedaughterofarichmanand

fiancétoalawyergoing’’Ilaugh

Me‘’itisfabulousdarling,nostressnosleeplessnights’’

Olivia‘’thatisgoodtohearbigsis’’Ismileandweplacedour

order

Me‘’uhmLiv,dadmissesyou,heaskedthatwemeethimfor

dinnerWednesdaynight’’sherollsher

eyes

Olivia‘’whythough,argIhatebeinginhispresence’’

Me‘’willyoueverforgivehimthough’’

Olivia‘’noRazorisaruthlessbastardMercy’’

Me‘’butyouaccepthismoney,hypocritemuch’’sheremains



silent,fuckIshouldn’thavesaidthat

Me‘’sorrybabysis,Ididn’tmeanthat’’

Olivia‘’itsfineMercy’’Isigh

Me‘’IloveyouokayandIjustwantustobeafamilyagain’’

Olivia‘’IloveyoutooandIwilltryjustforyou’’

Me‘’thatisallIamaskingformylove’’

Olivia‘’countmeinonthatdinner’’

Me‘’hewillbesothrilled’’shefakesasmile

Olivia‘’youwillowemebigtime’’

Me‘’ohboywonderwhatthiswillcostme’’shelaughsandsips

hercocktail

Olivia‘’notmuchdon’tworry’’Ilaughandwecontinuedrinking,

Ienjoymysisterscompanyso

much,sheisrefreshingverydifferentfromme

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers,your

participationisamotivationtome

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter16



Mercy

Iamhappythatmysisterfinallyagreedtogivemydad,there

hasbeenbadbloodbetweenthetwo,

wellletmerephraseOliviahatesdadforareasonIunderstand

wellenoughbutthishappenedyears

agoshemustjustletitgoreally,Daddyistrulysorryforwhat

hedidandIhopetodaytheycanget

overtheirdifferences,sowecanbeafamilyagain.Imisshaving

bothmydadandsisterinmylife

happyandgettingalong,mymomwouldn’tlikethisatall,God

blessherbeautifulsoul.Iwasfixing

myhairandakisstotheneckcamethrough,Iblush

Me‘’ohheyhoney’’

Him‘’heybaby,howwasyourday’’

Me‘’Iwentoutshoppingforadress,dinnerwithdadandLiv’’

Him‘’howdidyouconvinceyourstubbornsistertomeetwith

yourpops’’



Me‘’sheisdoingthisformebabe’’

Him‘’Ijusthopetheydonotkilleachother’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohVusistopjokinglikethat’’

Him‘’whathappenedbetweenthosethough?’’

Me‘’thatisastoryforanotherday,butjustknowdaddyreally

hurtLiv,andmadeherwitness

somethingpainful’’

Him‘’youscaringmenow’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youknowthetypeofmandadislove,whywouldyoube

scaredthough’’

Him‘’yourfatherisascaringmanMercy,nooffence’’

Me‘’nontakenbaby,IknowhowRazorcangetlove’’

Him‘’atleastyouarenotindenialabout’’

Me‘’yeah,Ijustpraytheygetalongaftertoday,theyneedto

getalongbeforeourwedding’’

Him‘’don’tgiveuponthem,eveniftodaydoesn’tworkout,

keepontryingtillyougetthere’’

Me‘’Iwon’tgiveupbaby,mymomwouldn’twantmeto,they

havetomakeup’’

Him‘’theywill’’hehugsmefrombehindandIsmile



Me‘’okayletmefinish,Idon’twanttobelate’’

Him‘’letmeleaveyoutoit,Iwillgotakeashowersolong’’

Siza

TodayisthedayIamfinallygoingtothecitytopursuemy

dreams,tomakesomethingofmyselfand

makethosewholovemeproud,Iwantmydaughtertosleepin

perfectpeaceknowingthather

motherisstartingtoliveherlifeandbehappy.Thetwooldies

areproudofmefortakingthisstep

butthefactthatIamleavingandgoingtostayalonewith

strangersisnotsittingwellwiththem,

theymustunderstandthatIamabiggirlnowandIcantake

careofmyself,likeIalwayshave.They

arecrying,givingmehugafterhug.Atleastthetaxiisstill3

peopleshortbeforedeparturesoitgives

themenoughtimetoletitallout.YesterdayIwenttoVisit

Phephe’sgravetoletherknowaboutmy

tripandallmyplans,anditfeltgoodlikeshecouldhearmeand

sheapprovedofmyplans,cozIleft



thegraveyardfeelingmorelighter.

Ma‘’babypleasetakecareofyourself,Ihearthecityis

dangerous’’

Me‘’IwillSthandwasam,Iwilllookoutformyself’’

Ma‘’andfocusonschool,rememberwhyyouaredoingthis,

stayawayfromanydestructionsbut

alsoenjoyyourselfthiswillbethefirsttimeyouareyourage

andnotresponsibleforotherpeople’’I

smileather

Me‘’Iwillmama,don’tworryImakeyouproud’’

Ma‘’Iamalreadyproudofyousweetheart’’shekissesmylips

andImovetoMaNtuli

Me‘’darlywam,don’tcryplease’’

MaN‘’IamjustsohappySiza,youmakingussoproud’’

Me‘’thankyouforeverythingmamaGodblessandkeepyoufor

me’’

MaN‘’lalelakesisi(listenthen)Iknowyouwillhaveeyesand

seeprettyCityboys,Iwantyouto

chooseagoodboywhowillrespectyouandyourbody,aGod



fearingboybaby,andpleasecome

backwithadegreenotaonewitheyes’’mymotherandIburst

outlaughing

Me‘’aowkodwama’’

MaN‘’heiiiSizakelethesethingshappenweknow,justchoose

therightboywhowillhavethebest

intentionswithyouandalsorememberwhatyourmothersaid.

Focusmoreonschoolbaby,andwe

willbebehindyoualltheway’’

Me‘’IhearyouSthandwasami’’

Ma‘’wemanagedtocomeupwiththismoney,pleaseuseit

wisely’’Ismileandtryputitinmybag

MaN‘’nonobaby,yeiMandlatoldmeaboutthoseboywho

snatchbags,putitinyourbreasts’’I

laughohIamgoingtomissthesetwo

Taxidriver‘’sisithetaxiisfullweshouldgetgoing,thecityisa

longway’’Ihugthemonemoretime

andgetinthetaxiandopenthewindow

Me‘’Iloveyouguyssomuch,takecare,IwillcallwhenIget

there’’thewavedmegoodbye



Olivia

Iwasn’treallyreadytofaceRazor,ithasbeentwoyearssince

himandIsatdownforameal,hehurt

merealbadIdon’tthinkIcangetoverit,butmysisterhas

beentryingtogetustoreconnect,Iam

justdoingthisforher,soshecanbehappy.IprayIdon’tsnap

whenIseehim.Iparkoutsidethe

club/restaurantandwalkin,MercyandRazorarealready

seated,andmysistersmileswhenshe

seesmewalkinandRazorstandsupandfixeshisbelt.

Her‘’Ithoughtyouwerenolongercoming’’

Me‘’sorrysis,Icamebacklatefromschool,Ineededtogo

freshenupfirst’’

Her‘’it’sokay,youareherenow’’

Him‘’Liv,howareyou?’’

Me‘’Razor,Iamfinethankshowareyou?’’

Him‘’Iamhappytoseeyou,Ihavemissedyou’’



Me‘’mmmhhh’’heclearedhisthroat

Her‘’okaylet’ssitandorder’’wedothatandthereissilencefor

aminute

Him‘’howisschoolgoing’’

Me‘’challengingbutIamcoping’’

Him‘’Iamproudofyou,andIamsureyourmotherissmiling

downonyoutoo’’

Me‘’thankyouRazor’’

Her‘’daddyoncesheisdonewithschoolhowaboutyousether

upwithherownaccountingfirm’’

Him‘’greatidea,Iwilldothatonlyifsheagreestoit’’Imentally

rollmyeyes

Her‘’youwouldlovethatwon’tyouLiv’’

Me‘’Idon’tknow,Iwillhavetothinkaboutit’’

Him‘’takeallthetimeyouneedmybaby’’ourfoodcameandwe

startedeatingoverlight

meaninglessconversation,itwentonforacoupleofhours

Me‘’lookatthetime,Ineedtogetgoing,Ihaveanearly

morning’’itwasjustafter9pm

Him‘’ofcourseandthankyouOliviaforcoming,Ireallymissed



you’’

Me‘’pleasure’’Isaycoolly,Istandupandtakemybagandcar

keys

Mercy‘’drivesafelyandcallmewhenyouarrive’’Inod

Him‘’drivesafelybaby.Iloveyou’’Igivehimafakesmileand

walkout.

Sizakele

Itis9pmandthetaxionlyarrivesnowinthecity,thisscrap

brokedownacoupleoftimesonour

way,Iamsoscared,Idon’tknowwhereIamgoinganditisdark

outside,allIhaveisanaddressand

nameoftheapartmentbuilding,Idon’tknowwhatIamgoing

todo.Igetoffthetaxiandquickly

spotNonto’scousinapproachingmeandIsighedinrelief

Me‘’ohthankGodyouwaitedforme’’

Her‘’wherehaveyoubeen,whattimedidyoutakeataxikante,I

havebeentryingtocall’’



Me‘’Iamsosorrysisi,thetaxibrokedownandIhadno

network’’

Her‘’nowitissolate,Ican’twalkyouallthewaytoBraamcozI

stayfarmyself,Idon’tknowwhat

wegoingtodo,myphoneisevendeadIcan’trequestanUber’’I

felttearsthreatening

Me‘’ohmyGodsowhatarewegoingtodo’’aladyfromthe

sametaxiasmineapproached

Girl‘’IcanwalkwithyouIamalsogoingtoBraam,whichside

areyougoingto?’’Nonto’scousintells

her

Girl‘’ItisnofarfrommyplaceIwillshowyou’’thankGod

Her‘’ohthankyousomuch,Ishouldstartgoing,Ilivesofar

fromhereanditisalreadylateandIam

alone’’Ifeelguiltynow

Me‘’Iamsosorrysisi’’

Her‘’don’tworryaboutit,IwillcallyouwhenIgettomyflat’’I

smileatherandsheleaves

Girl‘’IamZinhlebytheway’’

Me‘’nicetomeetyouandthanks,mynameisSizakele’’she

nodsandwestartwalkingsofastat



leastmyluggageisnotmuchjustonesuitcase.Wegottoatall

buildingandshestopped

Zinhle‘’Istayhere,yourapartisthatbluewalloverthere,Iam

sorryIcan’ttakeyoualltheway,just

tryandwalkquicklyorevenrun’’paniccameback

Me‘’it’sokaysisi,Iwillbefinethankyou’’IlieIamsoscared

rightnow.Shenodsandgetsinher

gate,IstartwalkingsofasttowhereIamgoing,Iamsoscared

Icanhearmyheatbeatfrommy

chest,itgetsworsewhenIseetwoboysapproachingme,

walkingliketheyarejumping,ohGod

pleaseprotectmeIbeg,Isayashortprayer,butIguessmy

prayerdidn’tgoallthewaycozthey

blockedmyway

Boy1‘’yeswena.Walkinginthestreetsatthistime’’

Boy2‘’shethinksthisishermother’splace’’Istartcryingand

theylaugh

Boy1‘’whereareyoufromdressedlikethis’’Ididn’tanswer

themandonepulledmebymydress

Boy2‘’wearetalkingtoyouwena,youthinkyoubetterthanus

ye?’’



Me‘’nopleasedon’thurtmeplease’’ohGodwhydidIcometo

thiscitytodielikeadogonmyfirst

day

Boy1‘’whereisthemoney’’Iblinkacoupleoftimes,Isawone

pulloutaknife,Idecidedtoreach

outtomybreastandgivethemthemoney,butacarstopped

nearusandhootedswearing

Voice‘’heyfotsekfotsek,leaveheraloneorIwillshootyoudead

rightnow’’theygrabbedmy

suitcaseandranaway,Ijuststoodtherecrying,ohmyGodI

almostdied,thecardooropenedand

thedrivercametomeandhuggedmeIwasjustsoscaredto

evenseewhoitwas,itcouldbe

anotherpersonwantingtokidnapme

Voice‘’shhhitsokaysorry,comeletmegiveyoualifttowhere

youaregoing’’itwasafemalevoice,

IdecidedtoacceptherhelpsheopenedthedoorandIgotin

stillcrying,shegotinandstartedthe

engine

Me‘’thankyouforhelpingme’’

Voice‘’it’sokay,whereareyougoing’’Ishowherthepieceof



paperwithmynewaddress

Voice‘’nowayIstayatthesameplacebabe,Iguessyouarethe

newflatmate’’Isighedinrelief

Me‘’yesIam’’shesmiled

Her‘’wellinthatcaselet’sgetyouhomeroomie’’shedroveand

wegottheresoonenoughand

parked,thebuildingisniceoutsideandhassecurityatthegate.

Wegotoutofthecarandgotinto

somesmallsilverroomthatmovedusupandIalmostscreamed

God,citythings.Sheopenedthe

doorandtheplacewasnice,fullyfurnished

Me‘’youhaveaniceplace’’

Her‘’don’tbesillyit’sourplace,comeletmeshowyouyour

room’’Ifollowedherandsheshowed

mearoomwithonlyabedandawardrobe

Me‘’thankyouit’snice’’shelaughed

Her‘’stopthis,theroomisemptyanddullwhatisniceaboutit,

andsinceyoudon’thaveclothes

andtoiletrieshowaboutyousharemyroomtonightandfirst

thingtomorrowmorningIwilltakeyou



tothemallandyoucanbuyallyouneed’’Ilookedatherand

sheissobeautifulandsweet

Me‘’thankyou,youareGodsent’’

Her‘’don’tsweatitbabe.MynameisOliviabytheway’’

Me‘’youhaveabeautifulname,mynameisSizakele’’shehugs

meunexpectedly

Her‘’thanks,comeshower,Iwillordersomethingsolongand

youwilltellmewhyyouwerewalking

aloneatnight’’Ismileandsheleadsmetoherbedroomandit

isnothingIhaveseenbefore,shehas

everything.

Letscomment,reactandshare.

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter17

Siza

IopenmyeyesandIdon’trecognisemysurroundingsIalmost

panicbutquicklyrememberthatIam



nowinthecityandIsleptwithOliviainherbedroom,sheis

suchalovelyperson,easytogetalong

with.FunnyenoughImanagedtosleepthroughoutthenight

andInormallystrugglesleepingina

newenvironment,herbedissocomfortableJesusChrist.Olivia

walksinlookingsoprettyand

bubbly

Her‘’goodmorningbeautiful’’shesaysandsitsnexttome’’

Me‘’goodmorningsisi,howdidyousleep’’sherolledherseyes

Her‘’SizajustcallmeLivpleasethissisithingismakingmefeel

sooldGosh’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IapologiseLiv’’

Her‘’seethatwasn’tsohard,hereImadeyoucoffeeIamnot

surehowyoutakeitbutifitsbitteror

toosweetIwillgomakeyouanother’’Itakesipanditisjust

perfect

Me‘’thankyouitisjustthewayIloveit’’smiles

Her‘’IwouldhavecookedyoubreakfastbuthonestlyIhaveno

ingredientsinthepantryIalwayseat



takeoutsplusIcan’tcookforshit’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ienjoycookingsowemustgetgroceries’’

Her‘’iamgoingtolovehavingyouherebabe,nowfinishyour

coffee,weneedtohitthemall’’

Me‘’okay’’shegoesoutandIfinishmycoffeeandmakethebed,

lastnightshegavemeatoweland

toothbrushandIhadashowerforthefirsttimeeverand

surprisinglyIenjoyedit.Shehadjust

gottenoutoftheshowerandIgotin,Ienjoythis,oncedoneI

lotionandwalkout

Her‘’babe,Itookoutanoutfitforyouit’sonthebed’’Ismile

Me‘’thankyouOlivia’’shesmiledandcontinuedonherphone,I

mustadmiteverythingofhersis

beautiful.Igettoherbedroomandshelaidoutaleggingand

bootsthatgettomythighsJesuswhat

dowecallsuchlongboots,shegavemeabeautifulhalfcoat,as

muchasIlikeditdidn’tcovermy

behindanditisquiethugeandexposed,IlookedatmyselfandI

feltverybeautiful,shewalkedin

andwhistled

Her‘’damngirlyouhavecurvesinalltherightplaces,that



grannydresswashidingthisbeautiful

body,ifIwereaboy’’Ilookeddownshybutitfeltgoodbeing

complimented

Me‘’thankyou,youhavebeautifulclothes‘’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwillbeyourpersonalstylistbabeworrynot’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iwouldlikethat’’shesmiledandIstartedcombingmyafro

andshesaysshelovesittoo

Mandla

Thursdayswenormallymeetupwiththeboysandhavedrinks

butsincePhephe’sdeathVusihas

beendistant,soitwouldjustbeSteveandI,heisonehellofa

jokerthisone,itwasaround2pmwe

werehavingbeerandlaughingoverhisstupidexperiencesand

jokes

Me‘’ainomanSteve,youarelying’’Isaylaughing

Him‘’Iamtellingyouman,whydoyouthinksheletsmeget

awaywithshitatwork,andwhatmakes



youthinkIcangetoffearlyatworktomeetupwithyou’’

Me‘’soyoubangingyourboss,youmakingseriousmoves’’he

sipshisbeer

Him‘’andmansheiswill’’

Me‘’sowheredoyoutoodoit?’’

Him‘’startedasofficesex,thenmovedtoahotelnowshe

comesaroundmyplace’’

Me‘’shitboy,butisn’tshemarried?’’

Him‘’sheisbutherhusbandhasdiabetes’’Iburstoutlaughing,

thisguytakesrisks

Me‘’thatwhitefarmerisgoingtokillyouwhenhefindsoutyou

banginghiswife’’helaughsndVusi

seatsdownandjoinsintheconvo

Vusi‘’youyoueatingwhitepussynow’’

Me‘’ohheybafo’’Steveremainssilent,heisstillmadathim,I

wastaughttoneverjudge

Vusi‘’surebafo,IknewI’dfindyouhere,Ihavemissedyoumy

guys,noHomo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yeahithasbeenaminutentwana’’helooksatSteve

Vusi‘’Stevovobrawam,Iknowyouarestillmadatmeandtrust



mebafoIhatemyselfforwhat

happenedtomybabygirl,itstillhurts,Ihavenoonetobreak

downto,Ineedyouguys,Ineedmy

bro’s.Pleaseforgiveme,andIalsowanttothankyoubothfor

supportingSizakelelikethatand

givingmydaughterthatkindofburial’’

Me‘’surentwanaitwasjustfromthegoodnessofourhearts’’

Stevesighsandtakesasip

Him‘’whatyoudidhurtthatlady,butIwon’tcontinuejudging

andbeinghardonyou,let’sletit

slideafteritwon’tbringherback,evenifwebegged’’theyfist

bumped

Me‘’hellosisi,canwehavearound’’Isaytothewaitress

Vusi‘’nomakethatanexpensivebottleofwhisky’’

Steve‘’nowwetalking’’

Me‘’goodthingIamworkingtomorrow’’

Steve‘’andIamfuckingtheboss,shewon’tmindmecomingin

late’’wealllaugh

Olivia



IlikeSizaalot,sheisnotyourtypicalJozigirl,whowillbefriend

youbecauseofwhoyouareand

whatyouhave,sheissogenuineandinnocent,shetoldmeabit

aboutwhereshecomesfromand

thatexplainedalot.Itookhertothemallandwehavebeen

heresincemorning,shemanagedto

buythingsforherroomandIhelpedherchosesomeclothes,so

sheissortedwithallshewillneed

evenifitisnotmuch,butitwillcometogetherwithtime.Ithink

wearegoingtobesuchgood

friend,okayokaymaybeitistooearlytosay.

Her‘’haiboLiv,Iamtired.Wegotallweneededwhycan’twego

home’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youarethefirstgirlIknowwhowantstogohomewhen

theyareatamall’’

Her‘’Iamfromthevillageyouknow’’weboothlaugh

Me‘’okaywestillneedtodosomegroceryshoppingandthen

havelunch’’

Her‘’wecanjustgocookathome’’Irollmyeyes



Me‘’Sizakelewearegoingtoeat,thenIwilldrybyandshow

youyourschool’’shesmiles

Her‘’canweskiplunchandgostraighttotheschool’’Ismileat

herexcitement

Me‘’youneedtoeatplease’’Igivehermypuppyeyesandshe

sighs

Her‘’okaythen’’itfeelslikeIhaveknownherallmylife’’my

phoneringsanditsRazorargthisguy,I

answerandwetalkforawhile

Me‘’mydadwantsustohavelunchwithhim’’

Her‘’hewon’tmindmecoming’’

Me‘’nohewon’t,plusgoingwithyouwillmeanless

awkwardness’’

Her‘’whatdoesthatmeannow’’

Me‘’Iwillexplainsomeday’’

Her‘’okay,wecango’’hesaidhewasalreadyatthemallsowe

justwalktotherestaurantandfind

himalreadyseated,hestandsasheseesme,heshouldstop

doingthatreally,hesmilesandthatis

weirdonhisfacemodimo



Him‘’Liv,heybaby’’hesays

Me‘’helloRazor’’IsayandSizalooksatmeshockedmaybe

becauseofhowIjustaddressedhim

Him‘’whereyoualreadyatthemallwhenIcalled’’Inodandhe

sighs

Me‘’umhRazor,thisismyfriendandflatmateSizakele,babe

thisismyfatherRazor’’

Him‘’nicetomeetyouSizakele’’

Her‘’nicetomeetyoutoobaba’’Ilaugh

Me‘’don’tcallhimthat,myfatherdoesn’twanttoageSiza’’

Her‘’Ican’tcallhimbyhisnamethough,it’sdisrespectful’’

Him‘’justcallmeLiv’sdadorMrMotaung’’

Her‘’MrMotaungitis’’

Him‘’sitdowngirlsandorder’’wesitandplaceanorder,Ihelp

Sizawithsomethingshemightenjoy,

mydadiswatchingSizaitissocreepyGosh

Him‘’donewithyourshopping’’heevenasksstupidquestions

Me‘’noweactuallyhavetodobuygroceries’’

Him‘’ohokaythen,havemycard’’hesay’shandingittomeand

Itakeit,Idon’twanttoembarrass



himinfrontofSiza

Me‘’thankyouRazor’’

Him‘’yoursistertellsmethatyourcarisgivingyouproblems’’

Me‘’it’sfineRazor’’

Him‘’itsnotbaby,Idon’twantyoudrivingaroundinamessed

upcar.Pleaseformypeaceofmind

pleasechooseacarandtellmeIwillmakesureitisdeliveredto

you’’okayRazorIwillhurtyour

pocketjustalittlethen.

Me‘’fine’’hegotoffmybackandcontinuedaskingSizaalotof

questionsformyliking,itwas

makingmeuncomfortableforher,westayedwithhimforabout

2hoursthenhehadtoleave.Itook

SizaandwewenttoWoolworthstobuygroceries,tomorrowI

ambringingherformoreshopping

afterIdrivehertoherschool,wehaveRazorsblackcardafter

alllet’stryhurthispocketalittle

Razor



Haveyoueverlookedatsomeoneforthefirsttimeanditfelt

likeyouwereseeingyourangelon

earth,onepersonyouwouldleaveitallto,Ijustdidanditsucks

thatithadtobeher,Ihavelivedmy

life,Ihaveseenitallbutthatkindofbeauty,innocenceand

humblenessIhaveneverwitnessinmy

lifefromoneperson,hereyespulledmetohersomuchIgot

lostinthem.Mansheisperfection,I

needtoknowmoreabouther.Iwanthertobemine,sheisthe

womanthatwillmakemegiveup

everythingandanythingtoseeherhappy.Theyspokeofloveat

firstloveandIlaughedbutIjust

experiencedit.Itookoutmyphoneandcalledmyrighthand

man,hepickedupfirstring

Him‘’sureboss’’

Me‘’mydaughterOliviahasanewflatmate,hernameis

SizakeleIneedyoutogetoneoftheboys

tokeeptabsonher,everymoveshemakeskeepherunder

surveillanceandreportbacktomeonce

aweek,alsomakesuresheissafe’’Ihungupandmyheadgoes



backtoimaginingherbeautifulface,

softvoiceandherwellsculpturedbody,ohRazorwhatis

happeningtoyou.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.

Siza’stribulations(Notedited)

Chapter18

Siza

Ihaveneverhadafriendinmylife,Igotpregnantatayoung

age,andeveryonedecidedthattheir

childrenshouldstayclearwithofme,sohavingOliviais

different,sheismakingmecomfortable,it

hasbeenaweekinthecityandIfeelathome,shemakes

everythingsosimpleforme,Idressbetter

waybetter,shehelpedwiththattoo,evenwentandboughtme

somuchclotheswithherfather’s

card,Icouldn’tevendeclinecozshedidn’tgivemeachance,she

isthesweetestthingItellyou,I



haven’tmetwithMandlacozhehasbeensobusywithwork,

buttodaywearehavinglunchatsome

place,IthankGodIhaven’tbumpedintoVusiandhiswife,I

don’tknowhowIwillreacttothesight

ofthem.Ispoketomymother’safewtimesandtheyarewell,

mamawentbacktoherhusbandbut

apparentlyaddedtoherconditionsofgoing,shewillnowbe

allowedtovisitandsleepoverat

MaNtuli’sonceinawhile.Iammakingbreakfastforusandshe

walksinandhugsmefrombehindme

Her‘’youarethegreatestmyfriend’’Ismile

Me‘’goodmorning,haveaseatbreakfastisready’’shesmiles

Her‘’whatwouldIbewithoutyou,likeIdon’tevenunderstand

howIsurvivedallthoseyears

withoutyou’’IlaughOliviacanbedramaticLord

Me‘’youarefullofjokesLiv’’shelaughs

Her‘’soIamgoingtomeetupwithafewfriendslaterforlunch

anddrinks,wannajoinus?’’

Me‘’IwouldlovetobutIammeetingMandlaremember’’



Her‘’ohyeahtheguyfrombackhome,Iremember’’

Me‘’maybenexttime’’

Her‘’theyallwantedtomeetyou,theywannaseewho’sthis

Sizathatstoletheirfriendandmakes

deliciousfood’’webothlaugh

Me‘’howdoIgettothemall’’shechuckles

Her‘’seeyourstubbornnessSizakele,youshouldhaveletme

buyyouthatphone’’Irollmyeyes,

herewegoagain

Me‘’thatisyourfathersmoneyLiv,hedidn’tgivepermissionto

dothat,plusyouboughtmealotof

thingsalready’’

Her‘’doyouknowhowmuchmoneyRazorhas,afewthousands

won’thurthispockettrustme’’

Me‘’butIdon’tneedafancyphone’’Isaywavingmysmall

phone

Her‘’thatthingisafridgeandit’sringtonewillsendmetoan

earlygraveSizakele,youneedasmart

phonebabe,soyoucanbeabletorequestforanuberwhenI

failtodropyouofforpickyouup’’



Me‘’fine,IwillseewhatIcanafford’’

Her‘’westillhaveRazorscardyouknow’’shesay’schewingon

herfood

Me‘’myanswerwillstillbeano’’

Her‘’ohmyGodIamsodonewithyoushame,Iamgoingtobuy

thatphonewithorwithoutyour

consent’’

Me‘’dothatandyouwilluseit’’shelaughs

Her‘’mxmthischild,Iwilldropyouoffthen,whenyoudoneyou

willcallmetocomegetyou’’I

smile,sheissoconsiderate,butsheisrightIneedaproper

phonetogetthisuberthing

Me‘’thankyouOlivia’’

Her‘’that’swhatfriendsareformylove,andbythewayyou

looksobeautiful,yourhair,todiefor’’

Me‘’thankyou’’Iaminablackbodycondressandwithablack

leatherjacketandblockheelsankle

boots.Oliviaishasgreattaste.IlovemyhairbutIjustwantto

plaitit,combingeverydayisafulltimejob.

Her‘’readytostartschool?’’Ismilelikealunatic



Me‘’yesIamsoready,allIneedtodoisbuythosethingsthey

want’’

Her‘’Iwilltakeyoutothestationarystoretomorrowhowis

that?’’

Me‘’youknowyouarethebestright?’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iknowitmightbetooearlytosaythis,butyouaremy

bestfriendSiza,IfeellikeIhaveknown

youforages,youaresowelcomingandwarm,thatIhavefound

myselfonthevergeoftalkingabout

thingsIhavebottledupforsolong’’Igrin,Ifeelthesameway

withher

Me‘’andyouarealsothatpersonformeOlivia,Ihaveneverhad

friends’’shestandsupandcomes

tomysideandweshareawarmhug.ThankyouGodforOlivia

Motaung

Razor

IhavebeenstarringatapictureofSizakeleeveryday,don’task

whereIgotit,Ihavemyways.This

girlistheprettiestinnocentthingIhaveeverlaidmyeyeson,



andshejusthadtobeOlivia’sfriend,

thiswillcomplicatealotofthings,LivandIjuststartedtalking

andIamsureshewillneverapprove

ofarelationship.Iwouldn’twanttohurtherandloseheragain,

butIcan’tletgoofSizakele,she

makesmefeelsometypeofway,Igetweakthinkingabouther

andIhatebeingweeknotinmyline

ofwork,Ihatethatsheisunmaskingme,shemakesmelosemy

senseswithoutherknowledge.Igot

someinformationfromOlivia,sheisheretowritehermatric

andstudyMedicineoncesheisdone

andthatgotmethinking,henceIamnowhereatabankwith

mybanker

Her‘’soyousayingitisaneducationtrust’’

Me‘’correct’’

Her‘’howmuchdoyouwantittobeworth’’

Me‘’makethat5millionmaybe’’heeyeswidened

Her‘’isitforonechild’’Ilaugh,IchildIammadlyinloveyes

Me‘’yesjustone’’



Her‘’okaysirbutIthink5millionismorethanenough,unlessis

theywillbestudyingoverseas’’’

Me‘’shehasn’tchosenwhichinstitutionshewantstogoto,but

thismoneywillcoverhertuition,

stationaryandaccommodationhenceitisthatmuch’’

Her‘’notaproblemMrMotaung’’

Me‘’okaythen,Iwillcontactyouonceshegetacceptedat

university’’shesmilesatmeandwe

shakehandsandIgobacktomyhouseandfindmyrighthand

manwaiting.

Him‘’sureboss’’hesay’shandingmeanenvelopeandaglassof

whiskyontherocks

Me‘’thankyou’’Isipandseatdownandopentheenvelopand

thefirstpictureisofherlaughing,

dammitsheisbeautiful,IstareatitforawhileandGadafi

clearshisthroat,Icontinuelookingatthe

picturesandsheisforeverwithOlivia.Iamgladsheisnotseen

withaman.

Me‘’soyourboysneverletheroutoftheirsight’’

Him‘’sheisalwaysunder24hourssurveillanceboss,theguys

haveaneyeonherevennow’’



Me‘’sotheydidn’tspotherwithanyboy,ofboysgoingtothat

apartment?’’

Him‘’no,noboyfriend’’Isighinrelief

Him‘’themightyRazorisinlove,Ihaveneverseenyoulikethis

withanywoman’’

Me‘’sheisnoordinarygirl,sheismakingmefeelthingsInever

knewexisted’’

Him‘’butOliviaandyouknowourbusinessbafo,shemightbe

usedtogettoyouoncetheyknow

thatshenotanordinaryfuckbutawomanyoulove’’

Me‘’Oliviawouldhatemeforlovingherfriend,weonlytryingto

workthingsoutafterwhatIdid,I

don’twanttolosemydaughteragainbutatthesametime,my

heartwantsSizakele.Wemanaged

tokeepmychildrensafealltheseyears.Iamsurewewon’tfail

todoitwithSiza,providedthatI

managetomakeherfallforme’’hechucklesandgulpshis

whisky

Him‘’Iammoreconcernedaboutyourdaughtersreactionsand

thepublicshouldyouandthisgirlbe

anitem’’



Me‘’IwillbuyMercy’ssupport,aholidayintheMaldives,

shoppinginParisorpromisetopromote

herfiancétosomethingbigger,Idon’tcareaboutthemediaand

strangersopinionsmyproblemis

Olivia.Ijustneedtothink’’

Him‘’herewearestressingaboutthis,thattimeshedoesn’t

evenknowyouloveher.Youarenotin

arelationship’’Ilaugh,true.

Me‘’thenwewillhavetogoonwithtryingtopursueher,get

meandheratthesameplaceatthe

sametime,playfate,findoutwhereshelovesgoingandmake

sureLivisnotthere,soIcantalkto

heralone’’

Him‘’yougonnatellherstraightup?’’

Me‘’don’tbestupid.Ineedtomakeherfallformetoo’’

Him‘’okay,that’ssmart’’

Me‘’Ineedtoseeherinpersonthough’’

Him‘’Iwilltrytofindoutherfavouriteplacequicklythen’’

Me‘’thatistoofar’’

Him‘’RazorIknowIworkmagicbutthisoneneedsmagic,you



aresowhippedimaginewhenyou

havetastedtheforbiddenfruit,youwillevenkillaflyfor

passingbyherfaceannoyingher,Ifeel

sorryforboysthatwilltrytheirluckwithher,coztheywill

experiencethewrathofthemightyRazor

Me‘’Iamgoingtotheirapartmentthisevening’’helaughs

Him‘’Igiveup’’

Me‘’getthehelloutofmyhouse’’helaughslouderandwalks

out.Itakeherpictureandsmileto

myself

Me‘’ohSizakelewhatareyoudoingtome.thisisnotthemanI

ambutforyouIwouldgiveitallup’’

Isaytomyselfandtrailmythumponherface,MyQueen,the

onlywomanwhohasmyheart

Mandla

IamsohappytobemeetingwithSizakele,shehasbeen

throughalotandshedeservesthisbig

break,Iamsoproudeven.Igottotherestaurantbeforeher,

shesaidherfriendwilldropheroff



whenIaskedtopickherup.Ipraythisfriendisagoodperson,I

don’twantSizakeletolosefocus

andendbeingatypicalJozislayqueen.ShewalksinandIam

shocked,manshelooksbeautifulI

foundmyselfstarring,Ican’tbelievethis.Godshewashesup

prettygood.Shespotsmeandsmiles

excitedly.Goddammitwhoknewwhatnewclothesandcando.

Herbeautifulbodyisnowcoming

outtoplaytoo,shemustembracethosethighsandcurse,don’t

mestartedontheass,shehasone

fordays.Sheisdoingjusticetothisoutfit.StopitMandla,you

can’tbedroolingoverSizalikethis.I

composemyselfandapproachandwehugandIspinheralittle

thenshegiggles

Her‘’itisreallynicetoseeyou’’

Me‘’howhaveyoubeen?Youlookamazing,themakeover’’she

smiles

Her‘’Ihavebeengreat,thanks,itwasallOlivia’sdoing’’

Me‘’Olivia?’’

Her‘’thefriendImentioned’’Inod



Me‘’ohyeah,nokudostohere,sheknowsherstaff,comelet’s

seat’’

Her‘’howhaveyoubeen,’’

Me‘’Iamjustfinehey.Workistoohecticthesedays.Whenare

youstartingschool?’’

Her‘’onMonday,Ican’twait’’sheissoexcitedGod,weplace

ourorderandstarteating

Me‘’pleasedon’tlosefocus,andpromisetoremainthesweet

andhumblepersonthatyouare,this

placehasawayofchangingpeopletotheirworst’’shesmiles

Her‘’IwillremaintheSizaIalwaysbeen’’

Me‘’sodoyouneedmoneyoranything’’

Her‘’IhaveallIneed,theoldladiesgavemebeforeIcamehere,

butlifehereisexpensive,Ineed

job’’

Me‘’Iwouldn’tmindhelpingyououttoo,anddon’ttryworking

yet,atleastcheckifyouwillcope

withyourschoolworkbeforeyouaddtoyourresponsibilities’’

shenods

Her‘’thankyouIwilldojustthat,butyoucan’tbegivingme

moremoney’’



Me‘’butwhenyouneedittalktome’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwillrememberthat’’.Wespendtherestoftheday

togetherandIgodropherofflatertoseeherplace.

Olivia

IgethomeandIfindSizapreparingsupper,thisoneisa

blessingtomeguys,sheisamazingandher

cookingiseverything,shespoilsmetoomuchwithallthese

deliciousthings.Shecleansaroundtoo,

butshemuststopdoingthesechoreswhenschoolstarts,she

needstopass.Theladythatcleanswill

continuedoingherjob.Igotoherandkissherforehead

Me‘’ohIloveyoushame’’shelaughs

Her‘’justbecauseIamcookingright’’

Me‘’SizaIhaven’thadhomecookedmealinyears,andyoumy

dearfriend,makethethingstobe

doneshame’’

Her‘’youarecrazy,comeongrabthatchoppingboredandstart



withthevegetables’’

Me‘’yesmom’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iamgoingtoteachyouhowtocookshame,thenwewill

taketurns’’

Me‘’Iwouldlovethatverymuch.Doyouwantaglassofwine?’’

Her‘’nothankyou’’Ipourmyselfaclassthenjuiceforher.She

finishedcookingandstartsdishing

upwhenaknockcomesthrough,whothehellcoulditbe,Iwalk

tothedoorandopen,It’smydad.

Whyishehereohboy.

Me‘’Razorwhatareyoudoingheresolate?’’

Him‘’heybabygirl’’,hegivesmeahugandIlethimin

Me‘’sowhatbringsyouhere?’’hesmilesandstaresatSiza,oh

Razorissoweird

Him‘’Sizakele,howareyou’’

Her‘’eveningMrMotaung.Iamfinethankshowareyou’’

Him‘’Iamgreatthanks’’

Her‘’Iwasdishingupwhenyouarrived,wouldyoulikeaplate’’

hesmilesatherthenlooksatme

likehewantsmetoapprove,Inod



Him‘’Iwouldloveonethankyou.Itsmellsgreat’’

Me‘’shemadedumplingandstew’’hesmileswider,thatishis

favouritemeal.

Him‘’ohmyGod.Ihavebeencravingitfordaysnow’’

Me‘’sheissuchagreatcook’’

Him‘’shemustteachyouthen’’Ichuckle

Me‘’shewillsoon’’

Sizaservesusandweeatincomfortablesilence,Razoristhe

firsttofinishandheasksforanother

plate,andSizadishedupforhimagain,andhecleaneditout

too,Itooktheplatesandwashedthe

dished

Him‘’Olivia,whyareyoustillusingthatdeathtrap,Itoldyouto

choseacar’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’IwantayellowFerrariRazor’’

Him‘’okaythenIwilltalktomyPA,Iwillletyouknowonceitis

done’’

Me‘’IamkiddingRazor.AMercedeswagonwoulddothough’’

Him‘’areyouseriousthistime?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yes,aMercedesG63’’hesmilesandshakeshimhead



Me‘’awhiteoneplease’’henodsandlooksatSizawholooks

intimidatedbymydad,Iunderstand

whythough,hispresencecommandsrespectandfearattimes

Him‘’soSiza,whatareyouenjoyingthenewenvironment’’

Her‘’yesIamMrMotaung,justwanttostartwithschool

already’’

Him‘’that’sgood,wherewouldyouwanttostudyafter

completingyourmatric’’

Her‘’IwaslookingtostudymedicineatWits’’

Him‘’thatisgoodSiza,allthebest.Haveyoustartedapplying

forfunding’’

Her‘’notyetsir’’shenodsandcontinuesaskingherquestion

afterquestion,JesusChrist,whatis

wrongwithRazor.Hehasneverbeenthisfriendlywithmy

otherfriends,heisevensmiling,Ihave

neverseenthissweet,calmmanbefore.Mydadisamonster

whenhewants,butbesideswhat

happenedhehasalwaysthemanIcouldtalkto,heisatotally

differentmantoushiskids,ifIdidn’t

seewhatIsawIwouldstillarguewithpeoplewhocallhim

heartless,Iwouldbedefendinghis



honour.ThepersonwhoistalkingtoSizarightnowisamanI

don’trecognise,Sizahasevenwarmed

uptohispresence.Razorneverceasestoamazemeshame,I

needanotherglassofwine.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithother.Iloveyou

guysandapologiesforFriday.

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter19

Mercy

MyfathercalledmeandapparentlythingsbetweenhimandLiv

aremuchbetter,hesaystheyare

makingprogress,Ihaven’tseenOliviainawhile,whenshe

textedmetogooutforlunchIjumpedat

theopportunity,mysisterisfuntohangaroundwith.Weare

havinglunchatthehotel,sheisnever

ontime,Ihavebeenwaitingforanhour,Ihavedrankmy4th

glassofchampagne.Shewalksin



glowing,alreadywearingthatbeautifulsmilesoIdon’tshoutat

her,Irollmyeyesandstanduptoembraceher

Me‘’youaresuchabamOlivia,howdoyouinvitesomeoneand

belate’’

Her‘’sorrysisIhadtodropofmyfriendatschool’’

Me‘’whyisthatyourresponsibilityOlivia,stophangingwith

suchfriends,theyareusingyou’’

Her‘’sheisnotlikethat,sheisthesweetestthingunderthesun,

askRazorhewilltellyou’’

Me‘’ifyousayso.Andvelehowisitgoingwithyouanddad’’

Her‘’itisokay,wemakingprogress,heboughtmecarandgave

metheblackcard’’

Me‘’whatyoudon’tsay,whatcardidhebuyyou’’shelaughs

andnarrowshereyes

Her‘’aG63honey’’Iwidenmyeyes

Me‘’whywouldyoubuymycarOlivia,youandyourfatherdon’t

havetasteshame’’shelaugh

Her‘’youcanjustchangeityouknow’’

Me‘’yourfatherwillneveragree,hejustboughtusanewhouse,

anditisstillbeingredecorated’’



Her‘’thathawena,Ineedtoseethisnewhouse’’Ismile

Me‘’youshouldseeitbabe,itistodiefor,mykidsaregonna

loveitthere,itIsthebestfamily

house’’

Her‘’areyoupregnant?’’sheaskseyeswide

Me‘’notyear,maybewhenwegetbackfromourhoneymoon’’

Her‘’okaysis,Ineedavacation’’

Me‘’whydon’tyougobabe,youcanblessyourself’’weboth

laugh

Her‘’myfriendonlystartedschool,Iwanttogowithher’’

Me‘’whoisthisamazingfriendofyours,haiyoudon’tstop

talkingaboutherorwhatdoyoulikeher

inthatway?’’Irollmyeyesandshelaugh

Her‘’Ipreferdickthankyouverymuch’’

Me‘’thenwhatisitwiththatgirl?’’

Her‘’Iwillcomewithherwhenwegoviewyournewhouse,they

wewillgoout,youwillloveher

instantlyitishardnotto.Sheismybestfriend’’Iclapmyhands

Me‘’soquicklyOlivia,howlonghaveyouknownher?’’



Her‘’justoveramonth’’Ilaugh

Me‘’hai,Ineedtoseethisgirl,thewayyouspeakhighlyofherI

swearitislikesheisthebestthing

sinceslicedbread’’

Her‘’don’tbelikethat.YouknowwehardlyfindrealfriendssoI

amhappyIfoundsomeonewhois

realtome,withoutexpectingthingsfromyou.Idothingsfor

hercozIwanttonotbecauseIfeel

forced’’Ismile

Me‘’thatisgoodsis,weneedrealfriends,theworldisfullof

hatersandfakepeople,whenyoufind

goodpeopleholdontothem’’shesmiles

Her‘’youhavebecomesmart’’Ilaugh.

Me‘’yeahyeahwhatever’’

Her‘’let’sorderIamstarvingChrist’’

Me‘’youarepayingright’’shesmile

Her‘’darlingIaminthebigleaguesin,Idon’tmindpaying’’she

saysflashingherblackcard

Me‘’yohwhydidRazorgiveyouthatcard,wewon’thearthe

endofit’’shelaughs.Thewaiter



comesandweplaceourorder.Ourdaygoesonverywell,likeI

saidspendingtimewithheris

amazing

Sizwe

IhavebeentryingformonthstogetRazortogiveupthe

territorybutheisbeingstubbornaboutit,I

don’twanttoworkwiththatman,heisdifficultandheloves

havinghisway,ifonlyIcouldfind

somethingtouseagainsthim,hisdaughtersarehismost

treasuredpossessionsandtheyareheavily

guarded,eveniffromafarbutifItrymakemymoveIam

fuckedforreal,plusIdon’twanthim

suspectingmeofcomingafterhimsoIwill,maybeIshouldjust

waitalittleandworkonastrategya

properoneatthat.Aknockonthedoordisturbsme,Itellthe

persontocomeinanditisoneofthe

waitresses.Igiveheraletitoutlook



Her‘’sorrysir,butthewhiskysuppliersarebeingdifficultagain,

hesaysheonlywantstotalktoyou’’

Me‘’okayIwillgivehimacall’’ifIdidn’tneedthisclubasoneof

myfrontstocleanthemoneyI

wouldhavelongclosedshop,dealingwithsuchpettythings

boremetodeath.Letmefinishoffandgohome,Thandiweis

takingherprecioustimetruingtofallpregnant,Ineedanother

child.

Siza

Istartedschool3weeksagoandsofarsogood.Iammanaging

well,werightclasstestseveryFriday

asapracticefortheexam.Iamdoingreallywell,Igivemyself

targetsforeverysubjectandIhave

nevergottenanythingbelow80%.Allmyteachersaregreat

peopleexceptforthisguythatteaches

Mathematics,hemakesmesouncomfortableallthedamntime,

hegivesmeweirdlooksandmake

inappropriatecommentsaboutmybody,itissickeningshame,I

amevenafraidtogoconsultwith



himandthischapterisreallyshowingmeflames,Icannot

affordnottounderstand,Iamwritingin2

days.Iamintheclassroompracticing,hewalksinandflashes

measmileandIflinch,cansomeone

walkinplease.HecomesnearmeandlooksatwhatIhavebeen

doing

Him‘’youmissedastephere,andhereyoucan’tusethis

formula’’Isigh

Me‘’IwasgoingtocomeandconsultIneedhelpwithafew

things’’

Him‘’youknowyoudon’thavetodothis’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumean’’

Him‘’youareabeautifulgirlSizakele.Imeanlookatyourbody,

itcangiveyoueverythingyouwant

inlife,evenadistinctioninallmytests’’whatisthismansaying

tome

Me‘’Iamlostsir’’

Him‘’sir,whysoformalbeautiful,youcancallmeJabuand

don’tactlikethisyouknowwhatI

mean’’



Me‘’ifIdidIwouldn’tfeellostnowwouldi’’orshouldIknow

whatsheisaskingofme’’

Him‘’okayletmegiveittoyoustraightthen.Sizakeleyoudon’t

havetobesittingherepractising

mathematics,youcouldbewithyourfriendssomewherehaving

fun,ImeanthisisBraamfontein

afterall.Youcouldpassmysubjectwithoutwritinganything,

youjustneedtopleasuremesexually

inexchangedformarks’’myeyeswidenedandIquicklyputmy

booksandattempttoworkaway

withoutsayingaword,buthestoppedmeandwhisperinmy

ear

Him‘’atleastthinkaboutit,IpromiseIwillmakeyoucomelike

youneverdidbefore’’Iwasnow

scaredIyankmyhandandhehitsmybehindandItakemybag

andquicklyrunoutleavinghim

laughing.Whyarecitypeoplelikethis,iseverythingallabout

sextothem,howwillIeverfacethat

man,andlistentohimwhileheeducatesmewhenallthatwill

beinmyheadislisteningtohim

tellingmetohavesexwithhimwithsoIcanpass,dowoman



actuallydothis?Whythough,itishis

jobtoeducateus,whatwillbethepointofpassingsomething

youclearlydon’tunderstand,this

manhasruinedmyperfectday,heismakingmefearschooland

attendinghisclasses,heissucha

demon,IwipemyeyesasIgettothegate,Idon’twantpeople

thinkingIamcrazyforcryinglike

this.IneedOliviarightnow,shewouldknowwhattodo.

Razor

IhavebeenparkedoutsideSiza’sschoolforanhournow,

waitingforhertocomeout,Gadafitold

mesheisstillhereandherclassesarefinished.Ihadtostrike

nowwhilesheisalone,ithasbeen

almostamonthnowandthesefeelingsaregettingstronger

andstronger,aweekagoIdecidedto

leaveheralonebuttheboysbroughtmethereportonherand

shewassoseriousonthatpicture,

likeherinnocencewasvisiblefromhereyes,Igotdrawnback

andstronglysothistimearound.She



appearedfromthegatelikeshewasrunningfromsomething,I

decidedtostayabittoseewhatis

goingon,andshewipedhereyesIassumeshehasbeencrying.

Nooneappearsafterher.Shekeeps

lookingback,Istartmycaranddrivetowardsthegateandstop

thenrollmywindow,andshewasso

scareduntilshesawthatitisonlyme.

Her‘’MrMotaung,howareyou’’ohthatvoice

Me‘’helloSizakele,Iamfinethanks,howareyou’’

Her‘’Iamweelthanks’’shewipeshereyesagain

Me‘’haveyoubeencrying?Whatisthematter’’

Her‘’ohnothingserious,somethinggotintomyeye’’Igivehera

sternlook

Me‘’don’tlietome,andpleasegetintothecarIwilldriveyou

home’’shegotin

Me‘’nowtellmewhathappened’’

Her‘’justthatmymathsteacherslappedmybody

inappropriately,andhewantsmetosleepwith

himsoIcanpassmaths’’whatthehell,hedoesn’tknowwhohe



messedwith

Me‘’ishestillin?’’Iaskboilinginanger

Her‘’yessirheis,wewerethelasttwopeople’’Inod

Me‘’okaywaitinhereIamcomingback’’Idon’tgivehera

chancetorespond,Iquicklystormout

andgofindthatprick.Thesecurityguardshowsmehisoffice

andIgetthereandopenwithout

knocking,heisclearinghisdesk

Him‘whothehellareyoutostormintomyofficelikeamad

man’’heasksandIlaughandtighten

myknuckles

Me‘’Iamyourworstnightmareyoufucked,youmessedwith

thewrongwoman,Sizakeleisnotyour

toydoyouhearme’’helaughs

Him‘’Iwouldbemadrightnow,butIunderstandwhyyou

wouldboillikethis,sheisafinepieceof

meat,thatass,Iwouldfuckitnobreaks’’Ichargedtomeand

punchedhardthenerve,doeshe

knowhowpreciousthewomanheisreferringtoasapieceof

meatIstome,hecontinueslaughing



Him‘’afterthissheneverpassmysubject’’okayIwilldealthis

fool.Iwalkoutandwinkathim,Iget

backtomycarandsheisstillinsidelookingsoscaredand

innocentIfallharderforher.

Her‘’sirwhatdidyoudotohim’’

Me‘’itiswhatIamabouttodoSizakele’’sheremainssilentand

ItakeoutmyphoneanddialGadafi,

heanswersatfirstring

Me‘’listen,IwantyoutogetSizakele’smathteacherfired,play

withhisnameinthemad,tainthis

reputation,Iwantyoutodestroyhiscareerandmakesureno

schoolwillemployshimever,just

breakhimGadafi’’helaughsandhangsupandIknowitisas

goodasdone,IlookatSizashehasher

headboweddown,IamsureIjustscaredher.Itakeherhand

intomineandshelooksatmewitha

arewhatyoudoingexpression

Me‘’itistakencareof,youwon’thavetoseehimagain,I

promise’’shesighsandgivesmeaweak

smilethatleavesmemelting

Her‘’thankyouMrMotaung’’shesay’sandIsmileather



Me‘’allowmetotakeyousomewherethatwillgetyourmindoff

things’’shelooksatmeconfused

butIignoreheranddrive.Idrivetoasecludedplace,myspot,it

isinthemiddleofnowhereanditis

ahill,withaviewofJohannesburg,IcomeheretothinkwhenI

aminabadspace.Sheisscared,

shakinginherbootsandIchuckle

Me‘’relax,Iwouldneverhurtyou’’Iseeherrelaxandwewalk

out.Sheislostintheview

Her‘’wowthisplaceisamazing’’shesayskeepinghereyeson

theview

Me‘’yesitis,itisverycalmandpeaceful’’

Her‘’totallythecitycangetloudattimes,howdidyoufindthis

place?’’

Me‘’Iwasjustdrivingaround,IcomeherewhenIneedtothink

andclearmyhead,lifecanbetoo

muchattimes’’

Her‘’Ithoughtrichpeopledon’thaveproblems’’Ilaughoutloud

Me‘’ohtrustme,thatisnotthecase,wegothroughalot,

moneydoesn’tbuypeace’’shesmiles

Her‘’Isee’’shesayssittingdown,Idotomycarandtakeout



thefoodIboughtmyselfwhenGadafi

calledtotellmeabouther,itisjustaplatefromthetaxirank

nothingfancy,Ienjoyeatingthere

Me’’Ihavefood,itisnotgoodasyoursthough’’shesmiles

Her‘’thankyouMrMotaung’’sheacceptsmyofferandwestart

eating,everythingshedoesIfind

attractive,evenherchewing.

Me‘’nothankyouSiza’’sefrowned

Her‘’forwhatSir’’Ilookandherthenforward

Me‘’Iwilltellyousomeday’’shejustsmilesandcontinues

eating.Thisisoneofthebestmomentsof

mylife.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Thepageisgrowing

daily,thankyouforthesupport

darlings.Themistakes,tryandignoreplease,IamsupertiredI

can’teditpleasebabies

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter20



Siza

TodayOliviaistakingmetohersister’shouse,apparentlythere

isahousewarming,herfather

boughtthesisterahouseforherandherhusband,somekids

arelucky,theboyhitjackpot,getting

marriedtoarichgirl,whosefatherdoeseverythingforher.We

willbecatchingaliftwithMr

Motaung.Theweatherissogreat,itisearlySeptembersoyou

canimagine,Ithinkmyfashionsense

isonanotherlevel,InolongerneedLivtohelpmepickout

outfitsorforhertoapproveone’sIpick

outmyself.Iamstillanoweavegirl,myfroisdoingbest.Olivia

shoutsfromtheloungeandIrollmyeyes

Her‘’Sizakelecanyoufinishalready,Razorwillbehereany

minute’’igrabmybagandwalkoutof

myroom

Me‘’Iamsorry,IhadtochangethedressIpickedoutfirst,it

wastooshort’’shewaslookingatme

mouthopen,okaywhatiswrong



Her‘’okaytellme,areyoutheSizakeleIpickedupafewmonths

agowithabsolutelyzerofashion

sense’’Ilaughsoloud

Me‘’yesitisshe’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’Sizayoulookbreathtaking’’Ismile,itisallherteachings.I

wasinawhiteoffshoulderbody

huggingdressandyellowhighheeledsandalsandmatched

themwithayellowhandbag

Me‘’ohwellIlearntfromthebestthankyou’’shesmiledanddid

alittlebow

Her‘’ohhhhIdeservealltherecognitionbabe’’Ilaugh

Me‘’dramaticmuchLiv’’Irollmyeyesandadoorknock

disturbsus

Her‘’comeonin’’thedoorswingsopenandMrMotaungwalks

in,heisnotdressedinhisnormal

suitandtie,heisinablackjeansandblackredbottomssneaker,

andhiscrispwhitegolf

tee.Heclearshisthroatafterstaringatmeforasecond,this

manisintimidatingGosh

Him‘’helloLadies’’

Her‘’heydad’’Isawhimsmile,maybecozthisisthefirstLivis



callinghisdad,shealwayscall’shim

Razor,whichget’smewondering,whatishisrealman?

Me‘’afternoonMrMotaung’’

Him‘’youtwolookamazing,readytogo?’’Inod

Her‘’yesweare’’

Him‘’shallwe?’’hesaysopeningbothhisarmsforOliviaandI.

wegettothecaranddriveofftothesistersplace.

Mercy

TodayIamofficiallyopeningourhouse,itissobeautiful,the

interiordesignerdidagreatjobfora

firsttimer,IwasscepticalaboutherbutIamgladItookthat

riskreallyitpaidoff.Iwillrecommend

hertoeveryoneIknow.Vusiisnotinagoodmoodandheis

sulking,Imeannottoday,wehave

guestsforheaven’ssake,heneedstogethimselftogether.I

walkbacktoourbedroomandheisstillinbed.

Me‘’babypleasewakeup,ourguestswillsoonbehere’’hesighs



Him‘’justafewminutesMercyplease’’

Me‘’butwedon’thaveaminute,whatiswrongwithyou?Are

youokay?’’

Him‘’clearlyIamnot’’heshoutsirritated,Ifeeltears

threatening

Me‘’don’tshoutatmeVusi’’hesighsandrunhishands

Him‘’Iamsorrybaby,justthatIdreamtofPhephelastnight’’I

seatdownohmypoorbaby,thatis

whyhehasbeensogrumpy

Me‘’Isn’tthatagoodthing,mostpeopleappreciatedreams

fromlovedoneswhohavepassedon’’

Him‘’notwhenshewascryingthewayshedid,thedreamwas

sodisturbing,itwokeupmy

wounds’’hesighsandwipeshistear

Me‘’Iamsosorrylove,tellyouwhat,howaboutwedrivedown

tothevillageandvisithergrave’’

Him‘’Iwouldlovethatverymuch’’

Me‘’Iamalwaysavailable,Iwilltalktodaddytogiveafewdays

off’’

Him‘’noIwilltalktoRazormyself’’Ismile



Me‘’itisallgoingtobeokay’’Icupherfacesohecanlookat

methenIkisshim

Him‘’Iloveyoubaby’’Iblush

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo,nowgetyoursexyassoutofbedandgo

shower’’helaughs

Him‘’okayma’am’’

Me‘’Iwillgocheckonthecatererssolong’’

Him‘’youlookbeautifulbytheway’’Iblushsomemore

Me‘’thankyouhubby’’Isaywinkingathimthenwalkingout,I

getdownstairsandtheyarereally

puttingeverythingtogether,thefoodanddrinksenough,music

enough,everythingisjustready,I

shouldgososometouchup’sonmyface.

Olivia

Iwassoexcitedformysistertomeetmybestfriend,Iwant

themtogetalong,Imeantheyaremy

realG’safterall.Sizaisabitnervous,butshehasnothingto

worryabout,ImeanevenRazorlikes



hersoIknowMercywillbeoverthemoontoo.Wegettothe

houseandwalk,damnthisisamansionandahalf

Me‘’Razorhowmuchdidyouspendonthishouse’’helaughs

Him‘’morethanIneededto,youknowhowyoursisteris’’I

laugh

Me‘’thatoneiscrazy,thishouseishuge,eveniftheyhave10

kidsitisstillbig’’

Him‘’tellmeaboutitmylove,comeyoutwolet’sgetin’’Siza

stepsherfinelookingassoutofthe

carandIseeafewguysworkingformyfatherdroolingoverher,

wegreetthemandwalkin,my

sisterisnowhereinsight,soRazordecidestogiveusatour,

Mercyisoverboard,thisplacehasanindoorpoolandSonar,

Siza‘’thisplaceisnice,shehastaste’’

Razor‘’onethathurtsmypocketSiza’’wealllaugh

Siza‘’Idon’tdoubtthatonebit’’

Me‘’IthinkIdeserveanapartmentinthenorthandatripfor

twotoBali’’

Razor‘’Ithinkhavingyouandyoursisterasmychildrenis

gonnagetmebroke,butwewillhavethis



conversationsoon,whowillyougowithtoBali?’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’obviouslyIamtakingSiza’’

Siza‘’Idon’tevenhaveapassportLiv,afterallIcan’taffordto

evengotoCapeTown,soimagine’’

Me‘’don’tbesilly,Razorwillsponsoreverything,hewillbeour

blesser’’helaughsandshakeshis

head

Razor‘’beforeIhearmore,letusgofindyoursister’’wefollow

behindhimgiggling,sheisstartingto

becomfortable,wehavechampagnebutSizajusttookasipand

nowIamonmy2ndglass.MydadI

stillstandingwithus.

Razor‘’youdon’tdrinkSiza’’

Siza‘’noMrMotaungIdon’t’’hesmilesather

Razor‘’youmydarlinghaveagoodinfluenceasafriend,you

shouldstopdrinking’’Ilaugh

Me‘’let’sleavethatoneforanotherdayplease’’heshakeshis

head,mysisterandVusicamedown

stairslookingallnice.Shewassmillinghappytoseeus,but

theirfacialexpressionchanged



Me‘’heyyoutwo,yourhouseisnice,toobigisyouaskme’’the

remainedsilent,IlookedatSiza

nexttomeandsheiscryingstaringbackatMercyandVusi,

okaywhatisgoingon

Me‘’Siza,whyareyoucryingiseverythingokay?’’shejust

continuedcryingandsayingnothing

Razor‘’MercydoyoutwoknowSizafromsomewhere?’’they

remainquite

Me‘’justtalktousguys,whatisgoingon,Sizatalktomebabe

please’’hersilencewastoomuch,

thepaininhereyeswasvisibleandthosetearsbrokemyheart.

Ijusttookherinfoeahug,andgave

mysisteraquestioninglook,butshelookeddowntoavoidmy

gaze.

Mandla‘’SizaIamsosorrysososorry’’shebrokethehugand

lookedatVusiandranout,Iwanted

answersandIwantedthemnow.Whatthehellisgoingonher

Me‘’Mercystarttalking’’myfatherranafterSiza,Icouldn’tI

wantedtoknowwhymyfriendis

cryingandmysisterandmanhavetheguiltiestlookonthe

faces,whatdidtheydotothispoorgirl.



Razor

Iamnotsurewhatisgoingonbetweenmydaughterand

Sizakele,buttheglimpseofthelittlewe

saw,Icandefinitelyconcludethat,theywrongedher,thepain

thatwaswrittenalloverherface,

whensheranoffIjusthadtorunafterherandmakesuresheis

okay,deepdownIamhopingno

onecomesafterus,IwillhaveatalkwithVusiandmydaughter

later,theyneedtotellusthetruth,

thatgirlwouldn’tjustcrylikethat,Ifindherkneelingdown

behindmycar,cryingsopainful,like

somewoundswereopenedfromseeingthosetwo,Ihaveseen

peoplecry,Ihavemadepeoplecry,

butnoneofthosecriestouchedmystoneheartliketheoneI

amhearingrightnow.Shelooksso

vulnerable.Ican’tbareseeingherlikethat.Iopenthedoorand

pickherupandgetherintheback,

sheisstillcrying,Igottomysideanddroveoff.Iwouldtake

herbacktotheirapartmentbutshe



mustn’tbealonerightnow,somyhouseitis.Shekepton

weepingandweepingIdrovelikea

maniac,Ineedtocomfortthatpain.WegettomyhouseandI

parklikeaarmatureandcarryher

inside,mystaffislookingatmelikeconfused,Iwalkpast

everythingandsheislostinhersorrow,

sheisnotawareofhersurroundings.Igettomybedroomand

placeherdownthenremovemy

shoesandjoinher.Iholdhersotight,itwaslikesheneeded

that,cozimmediatelyafterIsqueezed,

shecriedsomemoreandpressedherbodytomeinawaythat

sayIamvulnerable,IaminpainI

needtobeprotected.Irubbedherbackandkeptonsniffingher

hair.Shefitssoperfectlyinmy

arms,ifthiswasadifferentday,Iwouldenjoyhavingherinmy

armsonmybedlikethis.Shespoke

drawingmebackfromthoughts

Her‘’ithurts,ithurtssobad,IthoughtIwasoveritbutIam

not’’shesayshervoicelacedwithso

muchpain



Me‘’itwon’tlastforever,youwillhealtrustme’’

Her‘’whydidGoddothistome,Ineededher,shewas

everythingtome’’IwishIknewwhatshe

wastalkingabout

Me‘’talktome,whatisgoingon,maybeIcanhelp’’she

remainedsilentjustcrying.Ihaveneverfelt

souseless,Iwanttomakeitallokay,Iwanttotakeawayher

pain.IneedtotalktoMercy,shewill

tellmewhatisgoingon,whattheydidtothissoultobreakit

likethis.Iholdhertillusbothfallasleep.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.

Siza’stribulations

(Notedited)

Chapter21

Razor

Iwokeupbeforeherandsheisstillsopeacefulandbeautiful,I

needtoknowwhatisgoingonsoI



cantrytoatleasthelpher,Itakeaquickshowerandputonmy

sweatsandsneakers,Itellmyhelper

tomakehercomfortablewhenshewakesup,Iwillbebacksoon,

IneedtoknowwhatMercyand

herfiancédidtoSizakele,wheredidtheirpathscross.Igetto

theirhouseinablinkofaneyeand

therearefestivities,IgetinandIamtoldthatmydaughters

andVusiareinthestudy,Igetinthere

andfindLivcrying,shecomestomesoonasIwalkin

Liv‘’whereisshe?Issheokay?’’Ihugherandkissherhead

Me‘’sheisatmyhousesleeping,sheisnotokay,andIneedto

knowwhy?’’

Liv‘’Ineedtogotoherdadsheneedsmerightnow’’Ilookat

herandsmilethenturnmyfacetohusbandandwife

Me‘’MercyMotaungspeak’’shelookedatmeandblinkeda

coupleoftimes

Me‘’Isaidspeakupman,Idon’thavethewholeday’’Ishoutand

shestandsup,IneverletoutthebeastinfrontofmykidsbitI

justhadtomakehertalkandthetruthnothingbutthetruth

Mercy‘’daddy,Olivia’sfriendSizakeleisfromthesamevillage



asVusi’’

Me‘’thatisnotenoughforhertocrylikethatnowisit?’’she

swallows

Mercy‘’uhm,mmhh,sheandVusi,wereacouplegrowingup,

andtheyhadachildtogether’’

IfeellikeIhavebeenstabbedintheheart

Me‘’sosheishurtingcozheleftherforyou?’’iasktryingto

maskthelittlepainthatstangme,sheshakesherheadno

Mercy‘’nodaddy,herfamilydisownedherafterpregnancyand

shehadtomovetoVusi’splace,his

motherwasmistreatingherandtheirdaughter,sheoncehither

withanironrodandshestarted

bleedingintoherbrainandthat’swhenshetookherdaughter

andleft,VusiandIwerevisitingthat

time,andtheirdaughtergotsick,shecametoaskforhelpbutI

refusedVusigoingalone,IsaidI

didn’ttrusthisbabymomma.Iwastedtimechangingmy

clothesandthatwastedtimeandshedied’’Icouldn’tbelievemy

ears,that’swhatshemeantwhenshesaidshewaseverything

toher,shewasreferringtoher

daughter,ohIcan’timaginehowcrazyIwouldgetifsomething



happenedtomydaughters

Me‘’ohMercy’’thatisallIcouldsay

Mercy‘’Iamsosorrydaddy,Iamsorry’’Iclosemyeyes

Liv‘’youareselfishMercy,thenyouandyourmancomebackto

thecitylikenothinghappenedtothatpoorgirl’’

Mercy‘’Ididn’tmeantoLiv,Iwouldn’thurtanyonelikethaton

purposeiswear’’theyarebothcrying

Me‘’Vusi,yousuchafuck,youchoseawomanoveryourchildI

don’tgiveashitifsheismy

daughterbutyoushouldhavehurriedtoyourdaughtersside,

Mercy’segowouldhavebeendealtwithlater"

Theyremainsilent

Me‘’mercy,doyouthinkIwillletawoman’sjealousycloudmy

judgementthatIcouldchoseher

overyouandyoursisterinatimewhereyouneedme.Your

prideandegocostthatwomanher

child,youtwobrokethatsoul,didyouseehowbrokensheis.I

amsodisappointedinyouMercy’’

Mercy‘’daddypleaseIamsorry,LivpleaseIknowhowmuch

youloveSizakelepleaseIamsorryI

hurtherlikethatbelieveme’’sheismybabyIloveherand



seeinghercrybreaksmyheartmy

daughtersaremyweakness,Ijustembraceher

Me‘’wecan’tundothepast.Shewillneverhaveherbabyback,

nomatterhowmanysorriesyousay.Ineedtohelpherheal’’

Liv‘’justprayshedoesn’tcutmeoffbecauseofyou,Razor

pleasetakemetohersheneedme’’Isigh

Me‘’Iwillseeyoulater,sheneedspeoplearoundher,Vusitake

careofmydaughter’’

Thisboyisaweakling

Him‘’yesSir’’

Me‘’Livlet’sgobaby’’shegivesthemanastystareandwalkout,

Ican’thavemydaughtershating

eachotherIwillneedtomeddleinthiswhenthedusthas

settled.Wewalkbacktomycarandgetinthendriveoff

Liv‘’Razorcanwedrivealittlefasterplease’’Isigh

Me‘’wewanttogettoheralivenowdon’twe’’shejustnods.

Wegettomyhouseandshegetsoutofthecarbeforeiteven

stopsandrunsinside

Siza



WhydidtheyhavetoberelatedtotheonlypersonIhave

becomeattachedtosinceImovedhere,

thisplacewassupposedtobemestartingoveronacleanslate,

whydidmypastcomeback,thisisa

chapterIwanttoburry.Ihavebeenupforafewminutesnow

andMrMotaungisnowhereinsight,I

guesshewentoutwhenIslept.Myheartisheavy,allIwantis

tovisitmydaughtersgraveandtalk

toher,Iknowshewillmakemefeelbetter,orbetteryetread

herletter,itkeepsmegoingevenon

day’swhereIfeeldown.Whatisgoingtohappennow.WillLiv

choosehersisteroverme?Butwhowouldblameherimean

theyaresistersandiamjustafriend,thedoorburstopenand

Oliviarushedin

towardsme,Iquicklysatupstraightandsheattackedmewith

thewarmesthugever,andIcan’thelpbutcry.Shecameforme

Her‘’ohmyfriend,Iamsosorry’’

Me‘’IthurtsLiv,Itriedbutithurts’’shesniffs

Her‘’ofcourseitdoes,shewasyourbaby’’



Me‘’IjustwanttohealfromthisOlivia,Ineedthispaingone’’

Her‘’itwill,IamhereandIwillhelpyou’’

Me‘’howthough’’

Her‘’wewillfigureitoutIpromise’’webreakthehugandshe

wipesmytearsandIwipehers

Her‘’whydidn’tyoutellmeearlier’’

Me‘’IwasgoingtoopenupeventuallyaboutSiphephelobutI

neededtohealfirst’’

Her‘’talkinghelpsyouknow’’Inod

Me‘’IguessIshouldn’thavebottledup’’

Her‘’Icouldaskmyfathertoorganiseyoutherapy,itisbetter

totalktoaprofessional’’

Him‘’Iwoulddothatevennow,shouldsheagree’’MrMotaung

say’sfromthedoor

Her‘’whatdoyousay?Nopressure’’Inod

Me‘’Iwillthinkaboutit’’

Him‘’wellthen,letmeaskthecheftoprepareyoutwo

somethingtoeat’’hesaysthendisappears

Her''ithoughtyouhateme’’shesayswithtears

Me‘’whywouldyouthinkthat?YouaretheclosetpersonIhave



beenwith,youaremysistermybestfriend’’

Her‘’IthoughtbecauseIamthesistertothewomanwhohurt

you’’Ihugher

Me‘’nowearegood,thankyouforcoming’’shesmiles

Her‘’youaremybestfriend,Iwoulddropstaffforyou’’

Me‘’Ireallyappreciatethat’’

Her‘’Iamjustsomadatmysisterhowcouldshebethat

selfish’’

Me‘’don’tbeLiv,beokaywithher,Ialsoneedtoforgivetoheal

fromthispain,itistheonlything

holdingmeback,meandherwillbeoutofeachother’sway

though’’

Her‘’areyousureyouwanttoforgivethem?’’

Me‘’no,honestlyIhatethem,butIneedtoletgo’’shenods

Her‘’itisokaytofeelthewayyoudo,takeyourtime’’Ismile

andwehugagain

Me‘’IloveyouOliviaandThankyou’’

Her‘’Iloveyoutwo,nowcomeletsgoeat’’Ismileandwegoto

thekitchentoeat



Vusi

Ididn’tknowshehadmovedtothecity,Ididn’tknowshewas

mysisterinlaw’sfriend,thisjust

openedoldpainfulwounds,seeingherlikethatremindedmeof

howbrokenshewasatour

daughtersfuneral,seeingusbroughtherbackthatpain,Ineed

hertoforgiveme,Iwrongedherso

much.Ireallydon’tknowhowtomakeeverythingright.We

haveapartyandIcan’tevengooutthereandhostourguests.I

justwannatakeitallbackandbringmydaughterback.The

dooropened

andMandlawalkedin

Me‘’heybafo,comein’’hegavemeaconfusedlook

Him‘’bafo,what’sgoingon’’

Me‘’Sizakele’’henarrowedhiseyes

Him‘’youbumpedintoher?Iforgottotellyouthatshemoved

here’’

Me‘’itisokaybafo.Shewashereearlieron’’



Him‘’Idon’tunderstand’’

Me‘’SizaandOliviaarefriends,shecametothehousewarming

andshesawMercyandI,shebrokedownbafo,shestillhurting

ndoda’’

Him‘’shitshitshit,ohthisisgoingtosetbackherprogress,she

didn’tneedthis’’

Me‘’Ineedafavourbafo’’

Him‘’whattalktome’’Isigh

Me‘’Ineedyoutolookoutforhermanplease’’

Him‘’IwassupposedtodothatfromthebeginningbutIfailed

her,Ihavebeensocaughtupinmy

shitIforgotsheneededmetoo,Iwilllookoutforher’’

Me‘’pleasedrivehertothevillagesoonmaybevisitingPhephe

willdohergood’’henods

Him‘’Iwillgoseehersoon’’

Me‘’thankyouman’'

Him‘’okay,sittinghereandmoppingwon’thelpthesituation,

let’sgototheothers’’Igetup

Me‘’goonIwillfollowsoon’’wefistbumpandhewalksout.



Razor

IjustexplainedwhathappenedtoGadafiandheisshocked.He

handsmeadrinkandseatsdown.

Him‘’thisisnotevenalovetriangle,Idon’tknowwhattocall

thismess’’

Me‘’Iknowman’’

Him‘’sowhatareyougoingtodo?’’

Me‘’Ijustwanttohurteveryonethathaseverhurtherbutone

ofthemismyowndaughter,Ican’t

dothat,allIcandoishopeshesaysyestomegettinghera

therapist,Oliviasuggestedit’’

Him‘’therapysoundsgood’’

Me‘’Ihopeithelpsher,sheneedstomovefromallofthis’’

Him‘’itisgoingtotakeawhilebutshewillgetthere,sonow

whatisdoingtohappen?’’

Me‘’withwhatG?’’

Him’’yourfeelingsforher?Youstillwanther’’

Me‘’ithinkIwanthermorenow,herstrengthisadmirable,she's



beenthroughhellbutsheisstillstandingtryingtodothislife

thing.Iwanttoprotectherandmakeherhappy’’hesighs

Him‘’thereisnotalkingyououtofthisoneisthere?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nope,IamexploringthisGadafiandifallhellbreakslooseI

willfindawaytoputoutthefire’’

Him‘’okaythen,youknowyouhavemyfullsupport’’

Me‘’Iknowandthanksbrother’’wetoastandgettalkingabout

business.

Pleasedoreact,leaveacommentandshare.Participationis

everything

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter22

Siza

IhavethoughtlongandhardandIthinktherapywilldomewell,

soIdecidedtogoandseeMr

MotaungtodaytotellhimIaccepthishelp.Schoolhasbeen

amazingandIhavebeendoingreally



well,myfinalexamwillbesoonandafterthatIwillknowmy

fateofwhetherIqualifytostudy

medicineornot,butwiththewayIhavebeenperformingIdon’t

doubtmycapabilitiesatall.Ieven

findmyselfboredcozIfinishstudyingearlierandjustidle

aroundthehouse,soIthinkitwouldbe

betterthatIfindajob,Icouldsavethatmoneyformyneeds.I

finallyboughtasmartphonesoIcan

uber.IgottoMotaungAttorneysandtheplaceishuge,people

filltheplaceintheirsuitslooking

elegantandprofessional,IlandmyeyesonVusiandwestare

foraminutetillIdecidetowalkaway

andgotoreception,atleastIdidn’tcrythistime,ormaybecoz

Iknewheworksheresointheback

ofmymindIthoughtImightseehim,Igettoreceptionandthe

girlsitingbehindthatdeskhasall

themakeupintheworldonherface,okaymaybeIam

exaggerating.

Me‘’hello’’shelooksatmethenbacktohercomputerscreen

Her‘’hi,howcanIhelpyou?’’aren’treceptionistssupposedto



bewarmandwelcomingcozwowI

feellikeIaminLondonduringwintersheisfreakingcold.

Me‘’IamheretoseeMrMotaung’’shelaughs

Her‘’Doyouhaveanappointment?’’shithowcanIjustrockup

herewithoutinforminghim,Imean

themanownsaLawfirm

Me‘’uhmno,butIwon’ttakelong’’shegivesmealookandIroll

myeyesmentally

Her‘’IamsorrygirlbutMrMotaungisabusyman,hecan’t

evenspareaminute’’Isighandattempt

towalkawayandtheintimidatingmanthatlooksyoungerthan

hisageappearsandsmileswhenhe

sees

Him‘’Sizakele,whatbringsyouhere?Iseverythingokay?

WhereisOlivia?’’ohonequestionata

time

Me‘’IcametoseeyoubutIdidn’thaveanappointmentsorry

andyourreceptionistwouldn’tletme

in’’hegivesheradeathstareandIimmediatelyregretselling

heroutlikethat



Him‘’pleaseforgiveher,comelet’sgotomyofficeandtalk,how

didyougethere?’’

Me‘’Itookanuber’’heflinches

Him‘’Ihatethosethings,girlsgetkidnappedwhileriddingthose

cars,weshouldgetyouadriver

whileweworkongettingyoualicensethenfindyouasmall

thingtotakeyoufromAtoB’’myeyes

widen,okaythismanisoutofhismindwhywouldherbuymea

car.Wegettohisofficeanditis

huge,suitshispersonalitytoo

Him‘’pleaseseat’’hepointsacouchandsitsnexttome

Me‘’thankyousir’’herollshiseyes

Him‘’can’tyouatleastcallmeRazorSiza?’’

Me‘’Iwouldn’tfeelcomfortable,Iamsorry’’hesmilesagenuine

smile

Him‘’okaythen,tellmewhatbringsyouhere’’heasks

concerned

Me‘’Ijustcametoaskifthetherapistofferisstillonthetable?

Iwouldliketotakeyouuponit’’

Him‘’ofcourseitis,Iwillgiveheracall,Ialsousedherway

back’’himseeingashrinkwhat



problemscouldhepossiblyhave

Me‘’thankyousomuch’’

Him‘’thatiswhatyoudoforthepeopleyouloveSizakele’’heee

didhesaylove,Ifeltsometypeof

wayandIamnotsurehowtolabelthefeelingbutIfound

myselfsmilingbackathim

Me‘’letmenotwasteanymoreofyourtimeIshouldgetgoing,I

needtogostudy’’

Him‘’don’tbesilly,wasteallmytimeIdon’tmind,sohowis

schoolgoing?’’

Me‘’greatactually,IhavemyexamcomingupsoonthenIwill

knowwhichdirectionIwilltake

afterwards’’

Him‘’medicineiswhatyouwanted,whymedicineifImayask’’I

smilethinkingofthereason

Me‘’Siphephelomydaughter’’Itakeoutthecopyofherletter

frommywalletandhandittohim

andhesmiles

Him‘’soundslikeshewasanamazingchild’’

Me‘’shewaseverythingamothercouldeveraskfor’’Isay

smilingandatearescaped



Him‘’heyitwillbeokay’’hewipesthattearandhugsmeandfor

someoddreasonhisarmsfeelsafe

Me‘’thankyousir,Ihopetherapyhelps’’henods

Him‘’itwill,givemeyournumbersoIcallonceIhavespokento

thetherapist’’Itakehisphone

Me‘’thereyougo,Iwillhearfromyouthen’’

Him‘’tellmehowwouldyoufeelifIhelpedfundyourstudies’’

okaynowIamshocked

Me‘’ohnoMrMotaung,Ican’tyouandLivarealreadydoingso

muchformeIcouldn’t’’

Him‘’itisnothingreally,nopressurejustthinkaboutitokay’’I

smileandnod

Me‘’thankyouonceagainandbye’’hestandsandhugsme

againlongerthistime,whyamInotfreakingout.

Olivia

IamhappySizawenttotellRazorthatsheacceptshisoffer,I

didn’twanttobetheonetodoitin

caseshechangeshermind,Iwanthertodecidethisonherown,

andIampleasedthatshetookthis



step,Razorjustcalledtotellmethatshecamebytotheoffice.

Ithasbeenamonthsincethetruth

gotrevealedandshehasbeensharingbitsandpieces,Iwon’t

pressureherbutIamgladsheisnow

talkingaboutitandcryingless.OntheotherhandSizahas

beennaggingmetomakeamendswith

mysisterandSizaalsoaskedmetoforgiveher,seewhyIlove

thisgirl,Ifinallydecidedtotexther

lastnighttomeetupandshesaidIcouldcometoherhouse.I

havebeenparkedoutsidehergatefor

10minutesnotknowingifIshouldgoinornot.Finallydecided

togetin,shecametogetmesoonas

Iparkedandattackedmewithahug.

Her‘’ohbabysis,Ihavemissedyousomuch,andIamreally

sorryLiv,pleasedon’thateme’’

Me‘’Idon’thateyouMercy’’shetightensthehugandwewalk

inside

Her‘’Iaskedthecheftomakeuslunch,wecangositinthe

garden’’Ismileshehasn’tchangedone

bit



Me‘’don’tyouthinkthishouseistoobig?’’sherollshereyes

HerofcourseyouwouldthinkthatOlivia,thishouseisgoingto

beenoughformyfamily’’

Me‘’howmanydoyouplanonmakingagain?’’

Her‘’maybe2’’Ilaughfamilyof4ina8bedroomhouseokay

then

Me‘’cool’’theisawkwardsilencebetweenusforaminute,Isip

onmychampagne,MercyandI

haveneverranoutofsomethingtotalkabout,shedecidesto

breakthesilence

Her‘’uhmLiv,Idon’tmeantooffendyouorseeminsensitive,

but,howisshe?’’

Me‘’sheishurt,shemissesherdaughter,butsheislearningto

talkaboutitandshewillgettherein

timeIwillbetheretosupporther’’shenodsandlooksdown

Her‘’Iamreallysorryforhurtingherreally,Iregretactinglikea

bratthatdaybelieve’’

Me‘’ithashappened,itwon’tchangenomatterhowmuchwe

wishitcould’’

Her‘’youarerightandIamsorry’’

Me‘’youneedtoapologisetohernotme’’



Her‘’IwouldlovethatbutrightnowIwanttogiveherspaceto

fullyheal,maybeseeingmewillset

herbackagain’’Ismilehowconsiderate,Iknowmysistershe

hasalwaysbeenselfish

Me‘’okaythen,whereisthechefwiththatfoodIamfamished’’I

saytryingtochangethesubjectI

don’twanttoturnmybestfriendintoaconversationwithmy

sister.IlovethembothandIwillhave

arelationshipwiththebothofthemwithouthurtingtheother

Her‘’letmegocheckuponhim,weknowhowgrumpyyoucan

getwhenyouarehungry’’welaugh

Thandiwe

Ihavebeenfeelingbesidesmyselfthesedays.Idecidedtogo

buypregnancytestsandfindoutifI’m

finallypregnant,Ihavehadenoughsextolastmealifetime,

andIwantnomore.Sizwehasbeen

humpingmelikeaprostituteeverynight,Iwonderwhyhe

desperatelywantsanotherchildthis

much,butIwillnotquestionhim,heismyhusbandandthe



manofthehouse,wouldn’twanthim

callingbabaandtellinghimthatIhavenotbeenobedientatall,

forpeacesakeIhavelearnttodo

everythinghesays.Wearewaitingforthetimertogooffsowe

cancheckthetestsheissoanxious

Him‘’howlongshouldwewaitforthesethingsmanyeses’’Iroll

myeyeswithouthimseeing

Me‘’patiencebabehao’’hedrinkshiscognacandstartspacing

Him‘’Ijusthopeyouarepregnant’’hesayslookingatmeandI

shrugmyshoulders

Me‘’Godgiveschildrenbaby,ifIamnotitmeansitisnotthe

righttime’’

Him‘’don’tstartwiththatbullshitThandiweplease’’savedby

thealarm,itgoesoffandhehurries

andlooksatthetest,thenstartlaughing

Me‘’whatdoesitsay’’Iaskstandingup

Him‘’youarepregnant,IwasstartingtothinkmaybeIshoot

blanks’’Ilaugh

Me‘’noyoudon’t,andoneproofisaliveandtheoneisinhere

baking’’Isaycaressingmybelly



Him‘’damnstraight,listenIwantyoutorelaxandtakeiteasy,I

don’twantyouputtingthis

pregnancyatriskokay’’Ismileohheisgoingtotreatmelikea

Queen

Me‘’okaybaby’’

Him‘’Iwillgetsomeonetohelpyouaroundthehouse’’

Me‘’thankyoulove’’hewinksatme

Him‘’Iwillseeyoulaterokay,Ineedtogototheclub’’Ifrown

Me‘’Ithoughtwecouldspendtimetogethercelebratingthese

newsbabe’’

Him‘’IwouldlovethatbutIneedtodealwithafewthingsthen

IwillbebackIpromise’’

Me‘’whateverSizwe’’

Him‘’don’tbelikethatplease,Iwillbeback’’hekissesmycheek

andwalksoutwhistlinganice

melody.Hereistothemostamazing9monthsmaybethings

betweenuswillgetbetter.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Yoursupportmeans

everythingtome.



Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter23

Siza

IleftMrMotaung’sofficefeelinglighter,Ican’twaittostart

therapyandbeabletoletmybabyrest

inpeacewithoutcryingeachtimeItalkorthinkabouther,I

knowshehatedseeingmesadand

crying.IpromisedthatIwillbehappy.IwouldgohomebutIwill

beboredtodeath,Livishaving

lunchwithhersister,IamgladshereachedouttoherIwouldn’t

wanttobethereasontheir

relationshipfailed.Idecidedtoubertoclubnation,itisan

eaterytoosoIwillhavelunchthereand

haveafewnon-alcoholiccocktails.TheuberdropsmeoffandI

payhimthenwalkin.Ifindatable

andplacemyorder.TheserviceseemstobeslowIwonderwhat

ishappening.Thewaitercomesto

apologizefortheinconvenience,itisnoproblemreallyitisnot

likeIamrushinganywhere.Iamon



Instagramlookingatfashionsides,Idon’treallypostIjust

checkcelebritynewsandlatest

fashiontrends.Atextcomesthrough,itisanumberIdonot

recognise.

*Ihopeyouaresafe,Ireallyhateuber.Razor*IlaughLiv’sdad

isdramatic

*SirIamsafeandsoundandthankyouonceagain*Irespond,

itbeepsagain

*itisapleasure,IspoketotheDrbytheway,shesaysyoucan

startyoursessionsfromnextweek,

youguyswillmeet3timesaweek.StopcallingmeSir,just

Razor*Ismile

*Ireallywon’tfeelcomfortablecallingyoubyyourname.AndI

willwaitfortheaddressandtime,

notunlessyoutellmeyourrealname*Iletmycuriositygetthe

betterofme.

*LOLmyrealnamehuh,nobodyeverasksmethat.Wellmy

birthnameisMolemoMotaung*My

GoddidhejustsayLOL?okaynicename,whythehellwouldhe

callhimselfRazor



*okaythensincecallingyouMrMotaungannoysyou,maybeI

shouldjustcallyouBut’Mo*

*But’Mohuh,soundsniceIlikeitLOL’’whatiswiththeLol

nkosiyam.

*wheredidyoulearnsayingLOL*

*hahahablameitonOlivia,sheistheonewhotaughtmethese

things*Ilaugh

*Ofcourseshedid*whyamItalkingtothismanlikeheismy

friend.OhmyGodno

*youarethemostbeautifulwomanIhaveeverlaidmyeyeson

Sizakele*myeyespop,ohnodidhe

just,Iamsurewhathejustsaidisnotright,butwhyamI

smilinglikealunatic.IdecideIshouldn’t

respond,whatdoIsaytothat,nowearebeingtoofriendlynow.

Iplacemyphonedown,myheadisrunningwildwiththoughts.

MyfoodfinallyarriveandIstarteating.Thefoodhereisfresh

and

amazing,thechefreallyknowshisorherstaffhey.Ihear

shoutingfromneartheofficeanditis

approachingtowardsme,someguyinasuitisscreamingathis



staff,luckilyitisjustmehereorhis

customerswouldnevercomeback.Theystopbythebarnear

mytable

Him‘’youareallincompetent,wenaIdon’tevenknowwhyIcall

youamanager’’themaninthesuitsays

Guy‘’sorrysir,buttheyjustleftwithoutnotice,Ididn’tknow’’I

guessthisisthemanager

Him‘’youknowwehaveahighclassfunctionhereonFriday,

andthatisintwofuckingdays.Wherewill

wegetwaitressesthatsoon?’’okaytheyarelookingforpeople

andIamlookingforajob,isthisasign?

Guy‘’Iwillgettoitrightawaysir’’hesay’ssoundingscared.

Thisismychance

Him‘’youbetterorelseyouwillbefiredIamnotkidding’’he

says.Istandup,Idon’tknowwhereItooktheconfidencefrom

butwow

Me‘’sorrysir,Icanfillonepost,Iamlookingforajob’’helooks

atmefromheadtotoe,asifheisundressingme

Him‘’andyouare?Doyouhaveanyexperience?’’Iswallowbut

quicklycomposemyself



Me‘’mynameisSizakele,andnoIdonothaveexperiencebutI

amreallyafastlearnersir’’hesighs

Him‘’IamdesperatesoIwilltakeyou,thisidiotherewilltrain

you,beheretomorrowat1pm’’justlikethatokayIamreally

lucky

Me‘’thankyousirIwillbehere’’henodsandwalksaway.The

managercame

Guy‘’thankyouforsavingmybut’’Ismile

Me‘’it’sapleasure,thingisIhaveschoolduringthedaysoI

don’tknow’’

Guy‘’wewillworkaroundthatdon’tstressalotofthe

waitressesandwaitersarestudents’’Inod

Me‘’that’sarelief’’hesmiles

Guy‘’IamKatlegobytheway’’weshakehands

Me‘’nicetomeetyouKat’’

Guy‘’Ishouldgobacktowork,seeyoutomorrow’’Inodandhe

walksaway.Igobacktomyfood

andmyphonebeepsagainandIlookatit,it’sBut’Mo,Isigh

*IamsorryIshouldn’thavesaidthat.Ididn’tmeantoscareyou

away*Ireallydon’tknowwhattosaytohim.



Razor‘

MydaystartedoffamazinglyandnowIthinkIruinedit,I

shouldn’thavejumpedrightintoit,she

wasstartingtowarmuptomenowsheisignoringmytexts.

WhatifshethinksIamafreak,GodI

messedupdamn.IfIcallIwillseemdesperate,Idon’twanther

tothinkthatIamapsychoor

something.Mymoodjustwentsouth,Ican’tstayinthisoffice

anymore,Ipackmystaffandwalkout

lookingatmyphone,anditistakingmeallmystrengthnotto

callher.IgotomyPA

Me‘’Iwon’tbecomingback’’

Her‘’butSirwhataboutyourmeetings’’Ilookather

Me‘’cancelthosedamnmeetingswillyou’’

Her‘’iseverythingokayMrMotaung?’’sheisstartingtoannoy

menow

Me‘’youaskingmethatisnotpartofyourjobdescription,just



doyourjob’’

Her‘’sorrysir,Iwillgetrighttoit’’Iwalkanddrivetomyhouse,

apartofmewantstostartin

BraamfonteintocheckuponherbutIdecideagainstit.Igetto

myhouseandtostraighttomy

bedroomandchangeintomygymgear,Igettothegymand

startblowingoffsomesteam,Iam

takingoutallmyfrustrationsonthepunchingbag.Ispend

aboutanhourinthere,Itakeashower

anddecidetocheckmyphoneandthereisatext,itisfromSiza,

youshouldhavefeltmyheart.Ihad

asmilesohugemyenemieswoulddeemmeweak,mymood

justwentfrom0to100realquick.Iopenthetext

*sorryItooksolong,Ijustdidn’tknowwhattosay,honestlyI

stilldon’tknow,Ijusttextedsoyoudon’tthinkIamignoring

you,Idon’twanttoberude*Iblush

*sorryImadeyoufeelthatway.Areyouathome?’’Isend

*yeahIjustgotin,Iwanttostartcooking”mystomachstarts

grumbling,sheknowsherwayaroundthekitchen

*pleasekeepaplateforme,whatareyoumaking?’’Isend



*nothingfancy,justpapandbeefboneswithcabbage’’ohmy

Godthiswomanremindsmeofthe

daysinmygrandmother’shouse.Iwouldmarryherinablinkof

aneye

*youaretorturingmehereSizakele,pleasekeepaplateforme’’

Isend

*IwillaskLivtodeliverittoyou*sheresponds

*nopleaseyoubringitplease*Irespondsoundingdesperate,

thiswomanisunmaskingmybeast

sheismakingmeweak,andfunnyenoughIloveit

*okayokay,IwillbringitbeforeIgotowork*whatwork,I

didn’tknowsheworks

*Youwork?Thatisnewstome*Irespond

*willtellyouaboutittomorrow*sherespondsandGadafi

clearshisthroatthenlaughs

Him‘’whothehellareyoutextingwith,blushinglikethis’’I

blushsomemore

Me‘’whoelsebrother’’

Him‘’thisgirlhasgotyoubytheballsRazor’’



Me‘’itfeelsdamngoodImustsay’’helaughs

Him‘’heheheSizakelethevillageprincesscomestotheCityto

tamethebeast’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutthat’’

Him‘’what?’’

Me‘’ifshedecidestogivemeachance,Iamgoingtogiveyou

thereignsofallourillegaldealings.I

willfocusonthefirmandotherlegitcompanies,youknowour

businessoncetheynowabouther

theywilltargethertogettomeandIwouldhatemyselfif

anythinghappenedtoher’’heisshocked

Him‘’Idon’tbelievethis,youwouldstepdownforher?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iwoulddoanythingforhertrustme’’heclapshishands

Him‘’IneverthoughtIwouldlivetoseethedaywereIhearthe

mightyRazortalkingaboutstepping

downfromthegame.nowIamsurethatyoureallylovethis

girl’’Ismile

Me‘’bestbelieveitbrotherbestbelieveit’’

Him‘’nottosoundnegativebutwhatifsherejectsyou?’’my

facefalls



Me‘’thenIwillletherbebutcontinueprotectingherfromthe

side,Ipraythatisnotthecasethough’’helooksatmeandnods

vigorously

Him‘’itwillworkoutbozzayamdon’tstress,shewillloveyou

thesame’’Ismile

Me‘’pourussomethingtodrink’’hesalutesthenwalkstopour

usdrinks

Him‘’whileatittellthechesstofixussupperIshout

Me‘’sure’’heshoutsback.Itakemyphoneandgobacktomy

conversationwithSizaviatext

Mandla

IneedtostartmakingtimeforSizakele,thingsatthehospital

aredyingdownmytimewillbe

balancedtobeabletospendtimewithherandworkandalso

havetimetomyself.Idon’twanther

tothinkthateversinceshemovedhereIamnotgivingher

attention.Sheisimportanttomeandit

istimeIprovedthattoher.Iwillcallhertomorrowtoaskherto

hangwithme,wewilljustNetflix



andchill.Ineedtofindouthowthingshavebeenwithher.I

knowthiscitycanbeoverwhelmingand

afamiliarfaceisneededonceinawhile.Vusisaidheiscoming

overwithafewbeersjusttounwindafterwork.Aknockcomes

throughbutthepersondoesn’twaitforananswercozthedoor

opens,I

don’tbothercheckingwhoitis,cozonlymyfriendsdothat.

Him‘’brobro,what’sup’’hesay’splacingthe12packcoronaon

thetable

Me‘’surentwana,fokoljustwatchingthehighlights’’hesits

downandtakesoffhisshoesopenstwobeersandhandsme

one

Him‘’itwasalongday,courtcanbeshit.IthinkIneedto

rethinkthiscareer’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youwereborntobealawyerman’’hesidesmiles

Him‘’IsawSizatoday’’Isatupstraight

Me‘’shecametoseeyou?’’

Him‘’Iwish,shecametoseeRazorandIwaswonderingwhat

thatwasabout,shewasinthefora

while,andImustadmit,shelooksamazing’’Ilaugh



Me‘’IneverthoughtIwouldhearyoucomplementSizaever

again’’

Him‘’argftsek’’Ilaughandsipmybeer

Me‘’yeahsheisamazing,shedressespropernow,thefirsttime

IsawhimIcouldn’tbelievemyeyes’’henodsandsighs

Him‘’todaywhenIsawherIthoughtofwhenIfirstlaidmyeyes

onherallthoseyearsagointheVillage,shewassoinnocent

andbeautiful’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’youstillinlovewithher?’’hesips

Him‘’IneverstoppedlovingherIjustwasn’tattractedtoher

anymore’’okayIamconfused

Me‘’youhaveMercybafoandyouaremarryingher,don’t

confuseSizaplease’’

Him‘’Idoubtshewouldwantanythingtodowithmeman,Iwas

justsaying.AndyesIammarryingMercy’’hesaysnotsounding

convinced

Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandshare.Canourpostlikes

increasethesamewaythepagelikes

increase.Thankyouforthesupport.

Siza’stribulations



(Notedited)

Chapter24

Siza

IwakeupinthemorningtomakebreakfastbutOliviahasbeat

metoit,haithisisthefirstshameIhope

Idon’thavearunningstomachthiswholeday.Lastnightshe

wassoecstaticaboutmefindingajob

especiallyatclubnations,apparentlyitisthelitestclubintown

andnowthatIworkthereIwillbuyher

boozeatstaffprice,imagineawholeblackcardholderspeaking

ofstaffdiscounts,sheiscrazythatone

butIloveherstill.Igettothebathroomwithoutherseeingme

andbrushmyteeththentakeahot

shower.OncedoneIgobacktomyroomandoptforasimple

comfortableoutfit.Igettothekitchen

andshesmileswhensheseesme

Her‘’goodmorningbeautiful,comesitImadebreakfast’’Ismile



Me‘’thankyousweetheart’’shehandsmemyplate

Her‘’areyoureadyforwork’’

Me‘’veryready,Icantwaittostartbuyingyouthingstoo’’she

rollshereyes

Her‘’stopbeingsillyplease,youaregoingtosavemostofthat

money,that’swhatweagreedonlast

nightSizadon’tgobacktoyourwordnow’’Ilaugh

Me‘’relaxwillyou’’

Her‘’justeatyourfood’’

Me‘’IhopeIdon’thavearunningstomachonmyfirstdayat

work’’shegivesmeawarninglook

Her‘’hahahaveryfunny,begrateful,Iwokeupearlytomake

youthat’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iknowcome,Iamjustpullingyourleg’’

Her‘’goodcozifIamabadcookthenIwillblameitonmy

teacherandthatisyouhoneygirl’’

Me‘’whattimeisyourtest’’

Her‘’at12,butIwilldropyouatworkfirst’’

Me‘’nobabeIwillgetanUber’’

Her‘’areyousurebabe?’’Ismileandbitemytoast



Me‘’Iamverysure’’

Her‘’okaythenIwillgoshowersolongthenheadoutto

campus’’

Me‘’okaysweetheart’’shegoestothebathroomandIfinish

eatingthenwashmyplateanddishup

but’Molunchbox,hedidbegforlastnight’smeal.Ipackitinmy

bagandwaitforLivtofinishsoIcan

wishherluck.IwatchanepisodeofrealhousewivesofAtlanta

andIhonestlydon’tseethefussLiv

makesaboutthisshow,Imeanalltheydoishavelunch,drink

champagne,gossipandmakenoise,this

showistrashshame.Sheappearsandgrabsherwaterbottle

andafruit.

Me‘’gobeforeitslatebabe’’shesighs

Her‘’yeahIamoutofhere’’

Me‘’goodluck,Iloveyou’’

Her‘’Iloveyoutoobabe,seeyoulater’’sherunsoutandI

requestanUber,itgetsherein5minutes

andIamouttoo,headingtoMotaungattorneys



Razor

HereIaminameetingwithmyjuniors,theyareupdatingme

withtheircases,wenormallyhavethis

meetingeverymonthend,buttodaymyheardisnotinit,Iam

thinkingofmygoddessandifshewill

reallycometoday,shesaidshewilldropoffthelunchboxbefore

shegoestoworkbuthonestlyIlove

herfoodbutIdon’tcareaboutthatrightnow,allIwanttodois

toseeherfaceandhearhersoftvoice

that’sit,Vusidragsmebackfrommythoughts

Him‘’sirdidyoucatchthat’’hesays

Me‘’uhmyeahsorry,pleaselet’shavethismeetinglaterinthe

day,myheadisallover’’theyallnod

andstarttakingtheirfiles.MyphoneringsanditismyPA,I

answerandstaysilent

Her‘’sir,thereisaSizakelehereforyou’’youshouldthesmile

onmyface,thiswomanismymoodlifter

Me‘’okay,pleasegethertomyoffice,Iwillbedonein5

minutes’’



PA‘’okaysir’’shehangsupandtakemythingsandpractically

runtomyoffice

Vusi‘’sircanwehaveaword’’Ilookathimandsigh

Me‘’someoneimportantiswaitingforme,canwedothislater’’

henodsandIleave,Igettomyoffice

andsheisstandingbytheglasslookingatJozi,Iclearmy

throatandshequicklyturnsandgasp,shitI

scaredher

Her‘’but’Modon’tdothat,doyouwantmetohaveaheart

attack’’Ismile

Me‘’sorrybeautiful,Ididn’tmeanto’’shesmilesandIseaton

thecouchedandshecomestoseatnext

tome

Her‘’Ibroughtyourfood,butyougoingtohavetowarmthem

upbeforeyoueat’’

Me‘’thankyou,Iwillhavethisforlunch.Howdidyousleep?’’

Her‘’Ihadagoodonethanks,whataboutyou?’’

Me‘’Ispoketoyoualmostallnightthatmademesleeplikea

baby’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’



Me‘’okaytellme,wheredoyouwork?’’

Her‘’Iactuallygotthewaitressingjobyesterdayatclub

nations’’whatnononomyworldstops,why

thatplace

Me‘’okay,wontworkingdisturbyourstudying?’’Iask

Her‘’Idon’tthinkso,myexamiscomingsoonandIam

preparedforit,butifIfeelitistoomuchIwill

resign’’

Me‘’pleasedo,Idon’twantyouloosingfocus’’Iamnothappy

aboutthisbutIwon’ttellhernottowork

therewhatIwilldoratheristotellmyboystobevigilantwhen

itcomestoSizwe

Her‘’Ineedtogetgoing,mytrainingstartsat1’’shesay’s

flashingherbeautifulsmile

Me‘’okaythenletmenotkeepyou.WhenwillIseeyouagain’’

shelooksdown

Her‘’Idon’tknowbut’Mo’’Iblush,thewayshecallsmedamn

Me‘’okaybutcanIatleastcallyoulater?’’shenodsandwe

bothstandupandhugsotight,shedoesn’t

flinchormoveaway,couldthismeansheisfallingformetoo?



Vusi

Workwashectic,veryhectic.Ijustwanttotakeashower,eat

thenhitthebed,todayIsawSizaagain

andshewasleavingRazorsoffice,whatcouldthosetwobe

talkingabout,ImeansheisOlivia’sfriend,

whatisshedoingwithherfather,IjusthopeRazorisnottaking

advantageofher,Imeansheisstill

vulnerableandmenlikemyfatherinlawarepredators.Sheis

reallylookinggood,evenherconfidence

isbuildingup,youcanseefromthewayshewalksandhowshe

carriesherselfthatshehasbecomea

womanwhoknowswhatshewantsfromlife.Iamjusthurtthat

shehadtogothroughsomuchbefore

shegotherbreak.ImeanIhadthemeansandresourcestohelp

heroutbutIchosetoletgoofherand

lookforsomethingbetter,lifeisfunnyhey.Igettomyhouse

andpark,IlookatallthatIhaveand

realizethatnoneofthisismine,noneofthisbelongtome,they

wereallprovidedtomebymyfatherin



law,Iamnothingreally,Iamanemptymanhidingbehindall

thispowerandstatus,doIreallywantto

marryMercyorwasitjustinfatuationandthefactthatIam

whoIambecauseofherandherfather,

haveIevenlovedanywomanbutSizakele?Ohwhyismybrain

doingthistome.Ineedtogetmyhead

right.IwalkoutofmycarandwalkinandfindMercyinthe

kitchenhavingasandwich

Her‘’ohwelcomehomebaby’’shecomestomeandpecksmy

lips

Me‘’hey’’shefrowns

Her‘’areyouokay?’’

Me‘’Iamfine,justtired,whenishectic’’

Her‘’Iwilltalktodaddy,whyishemakingyouworklikethis,he

shouldgiveyouabreak’’

Me‘’youwilldonosuchthingMercy,Idon’tneedyoufighting

mybattlesforme’’Ishout

Her‘’bathongVusi,whyareyouactinglikethis’’

Me‘’Iamtiredofnotbeingamaninthishouse,youdon’thave

toruntodaddyeverytime’’sheblinks



andateardrops

Her‘’whereisallthiscomingfromallofasudden’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumeanallofasudden,can’tyousee’’

Her‘’seewhatbaby’’shesay’scrying,Irollmyeyes

Me‘’thatyourfatheristhemanofthishouseandyouandIhis

wives,hebuysushousesandcars

everythingwehavebelongstohim,whenwillwehavealifeof

ourown,farfromyourfamily’’

Her‘’farfrommyfamilyVusi,doyouthinkyousalarywillafford

alltheseluxuries,nowyoutellingme

bullshit’’shesayswipinghertears,sheismadnow

Me‘’ohnowyousayingIambroke,whatareyoudoingwitha

brokemanthen’’shelaughs

Her‘’wakeupVusi,youareallthatyouarebecauseofmyfather,

youshouldbegratefulnottellingme

thisbullshit’’Ilaugh

Me‘’andIwillneverheartheendofthisforallofourmarried

lifewillI?Whathappensifallthemoney

vanishesandwesurviveonlyonmysalarywillyouleavemefor

arichguy?’’sheblinks



Her‘’ofcoursenotmylove,Ididn’tmeanitlikethatsorrybabe’’

shesay’stakingmyhand

Me‘’whatever,Iamgoingtoshower’’

Her‘’babyplease,let’stalk,please’’shesay’scomingafter

Me‘’gotalktoyourdaddyIamverysurehewilllistenandgive

youallyouwant’’

Her‘’VusiIamsorryplease’’

Me‘’godrinkchampagneMercyandleavemybrokeassalone’’I

sayclosingthebathroomdoor

Dali

Mysonisveryangrywithmewithmeanditisallbecausethat

goodfornothingthinghehadachild

with,ifhedidn’tsellmeouttoVusiaboutwhatIdidtothat

bratwewouldn’tbehereatall,nowIam

stuckwithnomoneyandhewon’tevenanswermycalls.Idon’t

knowwhattodoanymore,myeldest

son’shavemovedoutwiththeirwives,theseboyspickoutthe

worstgirlsIdon’tknowwhy.Imagine



thosethingsIusedtotreatbetterthanSizakeleturnedtheir

backsonmeandpoisonedmysonsagainst

metoo.Idon’thaveacentonmynameandIdon’thavean

addressofwheretheynowstaysoIcango

andaskformoney,Iwouldgotothecitybutthatrequires

moneytopayfortransport.Myhusbandis

sittingoutsideunderthetreeeatingpeanuts,thewayIamso

hungryIwouldkillevenforthat,Ikneelin

frontandhestopsandlooksatme

Him‘’yini(what)?’’heasksannoyed

Me‘’myeniwamplease’’

Him‘’pleasewhatwena?’’

Me‘’Iwilldieofhungerpleasehaveaheart’’helaughs

Him‘’Iwouldrejoice’’Igaspforair

Me‘’don’ttalklikethisIamstillyourwifebaba’’

Him‘’youknowIdidn’tthinkGodwilldealwithyousosoon’’he

laughsagain

Me‘’Ibegyouplease’’

Him‘’whereisyourprecioussonDali,whydon’tyougoaskhim



forhelp’’

Me‘’pleasedon’tdothistome’’

Him‘’beggingdoesn’tlookgoodonyou,imaginehowyoumade

Sizakelefeelallthoseyears,doyou

rememberhowsheusedtobegyoutotreatherright,didyou?’’

Iswallow

Me‘’qhababa(no)’’Iletatearout

Him‘’yourbitterhearthasledyouhereandletmetellyou

something,thisisonlythebeginningDali,

worseisyettocomeandIwillbewaitingwithasmiletosee

yousufferthesamewaySizasuffered’’he

getsupandleavesmethere.Ohisthiswhatmylifehasbecome.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter25

Mercy



Ineverthoughtthatmymanhadaproblemwithdaddydoing

everythingforus,Imeanhenever

mentionediteveninpassing,Ialwaysrunthingspasshim

beforeIaskmydadtodothem,andhealso

hasnevermadeVusifeellessofamanbecausehedoesall

thesethingsforus.Myfatherlovesmeand

mysistermorethananythingintheworld,hewantsustohave

everythingwedesireandmoresohim

makingsurethatVusiiscomfortableistomakemehappycoz

hemakesmehappy,mostpeoplelabel

myfatherasaheartlessgangster,Ijustseealovingmanwho

makesendsmeetandtakescareof

hundredsofpeoplewhoworkforhim,legallyorillegally.Ithas

beentwodayssincethefightandhehas

beensocoldtowardsme,canyoubelieveIhaven’tevenseen

himsincethatnight,heleavesearlywhile

IamsleepingandcomesbacklatewhenIaminbed,thisisall

sofrustratingreally,Idon’twhattodoso

hecanseethatIdidn’tmeaneverythingIsaid,Iwasjustmad

andsaidthingsintheheatofthemoment.

Ihonestlydon’tknowwhattodosoIcalledmybabysisterto



comecheermeup,sheisdueanyminute

fromnow,IneedtooffloadreallyorIwillgomad,Idon’twant

toresorttoretailtherapy,Iamslowly

runningoutofclosetspace.Acarpullsupinmydrivewayanda

seclatermybubblysistergetsinholdingabottletequila.

Me‘’exactlywhatIneeded’’shelaughs

Her‘’TGIFthen’’welaugh

Me‘’exactlybabe,letmegogetglassesandlemon’’

Her‘’don’tforgetthesalt’’Inodandquicklywenttomykitchen

andbroughtthosethings

Me‘’andwecanbeginthen’’shefrowns

Her‘’Iknowyou,comeonspillitalready,whatiseatingyou?’’I

sigh

Me‘’myrelationshipbabe,myfiancéisnotspeakingtome’’

Her‘’whyisthatsis?’’

Me‘’hecamehome2daysagoandstartedtellingmethathe

doesn’tfeellikethemanofthehouse

becausedaddybuysuseverything,wehadaheatedargument

andIkindofimpliedthathewasbroke



andhecantaffordthislifestyle’’shecloseshereyes

Her‘’Mercymygoodness’’

Me‘’Iknow,Iknow.It’sbad’’

Her‘’youbruisedhisegosis,themanhasarighttobemadat

you’’

Me‘’IfeelsobadLiv,IwishIcantakethewordsback’’

Her‘’onlyyoucan’tbabe,Idon’tevenknowwhattosay’’Isigh

Me‘’Ican’tlosehimOlivia,Vusihasbeenthelongest

relationshipIhaveeverhad,youknowmyhistory

withman,Ican’tkeepone,butIdidwithhimandnowIam

afraidIamgoingtolosehim’’

Her‘’justtalktohim,tellhimyouaresorryandmeanitplease,

helovesyou’’shehugsme

Me‘’thankyousis’’

Her‘’Iloveyouokay’’Ismile

Me‘’Iloveyoutoosis’’Ismile,sheisexactlywhatIneededandI

feelbetter,Iwillsurelytalktomyman

aboutthisandaskforforgiveness.Ican’tlosethisman,Ilove

him.

Her‘’andstopacceptingeverythingfromRazor’’Ilaughthen



nod

Siza

ItissafetosayIamreadytostartworking,themanagerand

theownerishappywithme.Apparently

tonightthebossishostinghisbusinessassociatedanditisa

topevent,wewereaskedtodressinblack,

Oliviahelpedmepickoutatightblackpalazzojumpsuitand

blackblockheels,myfrowasonanother

level,rosegoldhoopedearringsandwatch,haiimanIamnice,

ndimuhleguys.Alltheothergirlsopted

fordresses.Wearewaitinginthestaffroomwaitingfor

instructionsfromthebigboss;hewalksin,

seriousaseverandlooksatusonebyonethennods

Boss‘’okayeveryonelooksnice,youallwillpresentmewell,Kat

iseverythingready?’’

Kat‘’everythingisokayandreadyboss’’henods

Boss‘’okayhereiswhat’sgoingtohappen,tonightSizakelewill



beworkingintheVVIPservingmytable

withmyhighvaluedassociates,then’’hecouldn’tfinishwhena

waitressinterruptedhim

Her‘’butSizweVIPismine,everyoneknowsthis’’

Boss‘’Vickyareyouseriouslyplanningtoarguethisrightnow

really’’okaywhatisallthisabout

Her‘’Iamnotarguing,Iamjustsurprisedwhymafikizolo

suddenlygoestoVVIPandshehasn’teven

beenhereforaweek’’

Boss‘’thisismyplacemyrulesoramIlost’’

Her‘’Sizweareyousleepingwithher’’weallgaspforair,

whaaaatisthisgirlforrealrightnow

Kat‘’Vickythatisnowaytotalktotheboss,knowyourplace’’

Boss‘’noKatplease,leavehertosayhermind’’hesaysand

foldshisarms

Her‘’areyouallgoingtoacceptbeingsidelinedbysomenew

girlwhojusttrained2daysago’’okayI

couldn’tstandthis

Me‘’sirsorryforspeakingoutofturn,butitisfineIcanbeon

thegeneralsection,Idon’twanttocause



tensionbetweenyourstaff,thiseventisimportanttoyou,I

wouldn’twanttobethereasonitisruined‘’

Boss‘’exactlywhyIwantyoutobeintheVVIPsection,unlike

somepeople,youhaveclass’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohreallynow,isthatwhatyougottosay’’hegiveshera

deathstareandsheshutsup

Boss‘’VickyyouwillbeintheVIPwithSindyandRetha,then

Katpleaseallocatewaitressesthatwill

assistSizawithorders,herjobtonightisjusttogoroundthe

tabletoaskifeveryoneisstillfineshould

theyneedanythingshewillcallthewaitresstocometake

orders’’sheclickshertongue

Kat‘’surethingboss’’

Boss‘’okayteamletusworkourmagic’’hesay’sandwalksout,

theVickygirlcomestome

Her‘’betternotbecomfortable,youwon’tbehereforlong’’she

walksoutandtheothersfollowher

Kat‘’don’tworryyourselfabouther’’

Me‘’whatisherproblem’’

Kat‘’sheissleepingwiththeboss,sosheassumeseverygirlis

doingittoo’’Igasp



Me‘’whywouldshedothat’’helaughs

Kat‘’thisisJoziSiza,girlswantmanwithmoneyandSizwe

happenstohavealotofit’’

Me‘’right’’helaughs

Kat‘’justignoreherandyouwillbeokay’’

Me‘’Iwilltry’’

Kat‘’good,youlooknicebytheway.Comelet’sgoshowyou

VVIPsectiononemoretime’’

Me‘’thanks’’Ifollowhim

Razor

IendedupacceptingSizwe’sinvitationtohisstupideventcozI

wanttoseemygoddessandensurethat

thosethirstymendon’ttakeadvantageofher,Ihonestlycan’t

stomachthefactthatsheisworkingfor

thatanimal,okayIambeingahypocritecozhimandIarecut

fromthesamecloth,butIcareabout

SizakelesoIamallowedtoactlikethisright?Right.Ilaughat

myself,Ihavebecomethisweakloving



manandtonightImusttrybyallmeanstoletthebeastout

eveninSiza’spresenceIhopethatwillbe

possiblestraight.IlaughwhenGadafiwalksinwearingasuit,he

isnotasuitman,heisforeverin

sweatsandjeanswithsneakers.

Me‘’lookatyou,youcleanupgood’’

Him‘’fuckyouRazor,Ilooklikeaclown’’Ilaughagain

Me‘’ofcoursenot,youlookagentleman,Ican’thaveSizakele

seeingyoulookinglikeathung’’

Him‘’ohrightwegoingtothatstupideventjusttoseeyour

woman.ThisiswhyIhateloveandshit’’

Me‘’IwillremindyouwhenyoumeetyourownSizakele’’he

laughs

Him‘’ohfvckno,Iamnotfallinginlove,soIcanbeapuppylike

you’’Ichuckle

Me‘’okayfineyounotfallinginlove.Let’sgetgoing.Wealready

late’’

Him‘’thatisgood,grandentrances,theymustknowwehave

arrived’’

Me‘’right’’onethingGadafilovesbesidesmoneyisattention.



Wegettothecaranddriveoff,securityis

followingbehindus,allMafia’sandKingpinswillbethere,those

bastardscannotbetrusted.Wegetto

theclubandwalkin,thefoolSizwecometowardsusbythe

door,Gadafiwhispers

Him‘’ohherecomestheclown,thisboythinkshecanmatchup

tohisoldman’’

Me‘’that’swhatmakeshimafool’’welaughandhegetstous

Sizwe‘’gentleman,welcometoclubNations,Ithoughtyouwere

notcoming’’

Me‘’weareherenow,whereshallwebeseated’’

Sizwe‘’ohyesthat,youguysareIntheVVIPletmeshowyou’’

wefollowbehindhim

Gadafi‘’youhaveanicepozisani’’

Sizwe‘’ohthanks,itisjustahobby’’

Me‘’Ibetitis’’wegettoVVIPandIseeherandmyheartis

alright

Sizwe‘’Sizapleasecomehere’’shecomesandlay’shereyeson

methensmile,GadafipokesmeandI

laugh,thisonecanbechildish



Her‘’yesSir’’

Sizwe‘’thesetwogentleman,areimportant,takecareofthem,

guysthisbeautifulladywilltakecareof

you,Ineedtoattendsomething’’wenodandhewalksaway,

SizaandIstareateachotherforabouta

minuteandGadaficlearshisthroat

Me‘’ohsorry,beautifulmeetmybrotherGadafi,manthisis

beautiful’’shelaughs

Her‘’nicetomeetyou,whydoyoutwogentlehavesuchnames’’

welaugh

Him‘’nicetomeetyoubeautiful,regardingournames,wejust

don’tlikeourrealones,itwouldtake

RazorIdon’tknowwhattotellyouhisrealname’’Ichuckle

Me‘’actualsheknowsmyname,myrealname’’helaughs

Him‘’ofcourseshedoes’’

Her‘’comeletmeshowyoutoyourtable’’wefollowherandI

wishIcouldcoverherwithablanket

thesethirstyolddogsarelookingather,undressingherwith

theireyes,Ihatethis.Shegivesusatable

bythecorneranditisdark,wecanseepeoplebutpeoplecan’t

seeus,thisisgood.Therestofthenight



GadafimakesussomecontactsandIamjuststaringatSizakele,

whensheisbusygoingupanddownattendingthesefuckers.

Siza

ThenightcomestoanendandImustsayIhavenevermade

suchalotofmoneyinonenight,thesetips

couldactualpay5months’rent.Ididn’tseebut’MoleaveIdon’t

knowwhybutIamhurthedidn’tsay

bye,myfeetarehurtingmeGod,Ijustwanttoremovethese

shoesandtakeashowerthensleep,my

uberisoutside,Isaybyetoeveryoneandleave,Iamaboutto

getintothecarbutsomeoneheldmy

hand,Ilookupscaredandit’sbut’Mo,Isigh

Me‘’youwon’tstoptillIhaveaheartattackne’’helaughs

Him‘’sorrybeautifulIdidn’tmeanto’’

Me‘’whatareyoustilldoinghere,Ithoughtyouhadleft’’

Him‘’andleaveyouheretotakeanUber,Idon’tthinkso’’Iroll

myeyes



Me‘’itisalreadyhereIshouldgo’’

Him‘’nopenotachance’’hetakesouthiswalletandtakesout

aboutathousandandgivesittothe

driver

Him‘’sorryforwastingyourtime’’thedrivesmilesandleave

Me‘’thatwasalot’’

Him‘’enoughforwastinghistime,inmyworldtimeismoney

beautiful’’Ismile

Me‘’okaythen,sinceyousentmyUberawaycaretotakemeto

theapartment’’

Him‘’actuallyIwashopingyouwouldstaywithmetonight’’my

eyespop

Me‘’Idon’tthinkthatisagoodidea’’

Him‘’IpromiseIwon’tdoanything,wewilljustsleep’’Isigh,

thisissowrongandIwantitsobad

Me‘’Idon’tknowMolemo’’hesmiles

Him‘’pleasedon’toverthinkthisplease’’

Me‘’Oliviawillbeworried’’

Him‘’sendheratextandtellheryousleepingatacolleagues’’I

takeoutmyphonetotexther,but



thereisalreadyonefromLiv,sayingshewillbesleepingoverat

hersisterscozsheisnotfeelingokay

Me‘’shebeatmetoit,shewillbesleepingatMercy’s’’hesmiles

Him‘’problemsolvedthen,comelet’sgohome’’hetakesmy

handandwewalktohiscarandgetin,he

drivesusandweareincomfortablesilence,Idriftofftolala

land,andIwakeupinhisarmswalkingup

thestairs.whydoesthisfeelsorightandyetsososowrong

Me‘’whydidn’twakemeIwouldhavewalked’’helaughs

Him‘’youlookedsopeaceful’’Ismile,wegettohisbedroomand

heputsmedownanddisappearsinto

hiswalkinclosetandcomesbackwithshortsandatshirt

Him‘’okaywearthis,Ibetthoseshoesarekillingyou,Iwillgo

getwaterandadvilssolong’’hewalksout

andIchange,hecomesbackaminutelaterandtakesmy

clothestohisclosetandcomesbackwithonly

pajamabottoms,hisbarechestlookshotthosetattoos,letme

shutup.Igetundercoversandhejoins

meandpullsmetohisandholdsmetight,suddenlyithitsme.

WhatamIdoingImeanthisismybest

friend’sfather,Ibreathfasterinpanic



Him‘’heywhat’swrong’’heaskspanicking

Me‘’youareLiv’sfatherwhatwearedoingiswrong’’hestares

deepinmyeyesandsighs

Him‘’IknowSizabutIcan’thelpit.Myheartyearnsforyou,I

can’tstayaway,themoreItrythemoreI

wantyou,IloveyouSizakeleandIamsorrythatIdo.Ifyou

wanttoleaveIwilltakeyouhomenow’’

Me‘’youloveme?’’Iaskedshockedbymyheartfeelsatease

likeIhavebeenwaitingforhimtosaythat

Him‘’Ido,morethanyoucanimagine,Iloveyou’’Idon’tknow

whybutIjustsnuggledclosertohim

andhetightenedhisarmsaroundmeandkissedmyforehead.I

feelsosafe,itisscary

Him‘’letussleepyouaretired,wewilltalkaboutthiswhenwe

wakeupokay?’’Inodandsmileathim.

AndaminutelaterIamout.Offtodreamland.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.

Happywoman'sdaylovies

Siza’stribulations(Notedited)



Chapter26

Siza

IwakeupandIamallaloneinhisbed,ohmyGodIreallyslept

hereinhisarms,itfeltsogoodnowI

understandwhytheysaysinisnice,cozwow.Hesaidheloves

me,doeshereally,whyamInotscared

ofthis,notscaredofbeingherewithhimandenjoyingmyself,

doesitmeanthatIfeelsomethingfor

himtoo,wouldbeitbesobadifIdid?Willpeopleunderstand

ourrelationshipshouldwehaveone?

WouldIbecondemnedandcallednamesforlovingaman

societyexpectsmetoseeasafather,didI

justsaylove?DoIlovehim?Thisisallsoconfusing,apartof

mescreamsrunSizarunbutmostpartsme

aresorelaxedandcontentlikethisiswhoIshouldbewith,

whathappenswhenOliviafindsoutthather

father’sclaimstoloveme?Willshehatemeorwillshe

understandthatnoonehascontroloverwhom

theylove,whydoIkeepsayinglove?DoIreallyreciprocatethis



man’sfeelings?Thedooropensandhe

walksinholdingatrayoffoodandarose,Iblushandhidemy

face

Him‘’doyouknowhowbeautifulyouarewhenyoudothat,

makesmefallinlovewithyoumore’’

Me‘’youaresayingthatagain’’hefrowns

Him‘’sayingwhat?’’

Me‘’theLword’’helaughs

Him‘’thatisbecauseIdoSiza’’

Me‘’butitiswrongwebothknowit’’hesighs

Him‘’okaytellme,whydoyouthinkthisiswrong?’’

Me‘’youaremybestfriend’sfatherMolemo’’

Him‘’soifOliviawasn’tyourfriendyouwouldgivemea

chance?’’

Me‘’maybeIdon’tknow’’hesighs

Him‘’letmeaskyousomethingandpleasebehonestwithme

Siza’’Inod

Me’’okay,IpromiseIwillbehonest’’



Him‘’doyoufeelsomethingformelikeevenifit’ssmallevenif

itisnotlove,butsomethingwhatever

anything,isitthereforme’’

Me‘’yesIdofeelsomethingforyouanditscaresme’’hesmiles

Him‘’thenpleaseletusexploreitSiza,letustryandfailrather

thantonotgiveitashotandwonder5

yearsfromnowwhatcouldhavehappenedandifitcouldhave

beenreal’’whyishemakingsense

Me‘’butwhatifitisnothingseriousthenIloseOliviaover

nothing’’

Him‘’Ialsohavesomethingtolosebaby,ImeanIrecentlyfixed

thingswithhertooifshehatesyouover

thisitmeansshewillhatememoreratolaka’’outofalltheman

injoziItjusthadtobehim

Me‘’ImightfeelsomethingforyoubutIcameherefora

purposeIdon’twanttolosefocusMo’’

Him‘’ItotallyunderstandandIsupportyourdream110% andI

willmakesureyoufulfillitIpromise,you

mentionedthatthismightbeamistakeIgetyourpoint,sohow

aboutwespendtimetogetherwithout

peopleknowingsowecanexploreeachotherandknowifthisis



loveandoncethatisestablishedwe

makeitknowtopeoplebutOliviabeingthefirst’’

Me‘’sowewillbedoingthisdiscreetly’’hesmile

Him‘’muchasIhatehidingyes,Itwillalsogivemetimetoalso

getmyaffairsinorder’’

Me‘’howwillitworkthen’’

Him‘’wewillmostlydogetawayssowedon’tgettoworry

aboutpeopleseeingus,youcancomehere

tooplusmykidsnevercomehereandmystaffisdiscreetand

therestwewillfigureoutaswego’’she

smiles

Me‘’okay’’

Razor

DoesshemeanwhatIthinkshemeans,didshejustagreeto

beingwithme,IpinchmyselfandIam

definitelynotdreaming,okayIneversoundsocheesyeverbut

thishastobethebestdayofmylife,she

isyoungandscaredandunderstandbutsheiswillingtobe



minesoIwillhaveheranywaythatshewill

becomfortableevenifitmeansIhavetohidetoloveherthenI

will,thedayshedecidesthatsheis

readyfortheworldtoknowthatwearetogetherIwillbe

thrilled,mydaughtersaremyworrybutif

theylovemetheywillacceptthatshemakesmehappyandI

wanttobewithher.Iamlookingdeepin

hereyes,andthat‘okay’tomesoundedlikeanIloveyoutoo

andrightnowthatisallIneed.

Me‘’okay?’’shelaughs

Her‘’okaywecangiveitatry’’Igetupfromkneelingandpick

herupfromthebedandspinheraround

andsheisgigglinglikeahappyschoolgirl,Iloveher,judgeme

butIloveher,Imightbeadirtymanwith

afilthylifebutmyloveforherispureanddeepdownIknow

andbelieveshemightbetheoneto

redeemme.Ifinallyputherdownandshelooksatmeandsmile

Me‘’youarebeautifuldoyouknowthat?’’sheblushesandI

makeherlookatmeandpeckherlipsshe

looksawayembarrassed



Me‘’lookatme’’shedoesandthoseeyeswinmeoffeverytime

Ilookdeepinsideofthem

Her‘’youarestarringstopit’’Ilaugh

Me‘’listenIdon’twantyoutobeafraid,Iknowyouare

inexperiencedeventhoughyouhadachild,I

willnotrushyouintoanythingIpromiseyou,youshouldnever

feelobligatedtodoanythingyouarenot

readyfor,Iamwillingtotakebabystepswithyouevenifwe

havetotaketurtlestepsIwill,Iloveyou

andIwantyoutobehappyandcomfortablewhenyouare

aroundmebaby,neverfearthatwemight

getuptonogood,untilyoureadyIwillwait’’IfeltlikeIneeded

togetthatoutofthewayIsawhowshe

frozewhenIpeckedherlips.Wearestilllookingineachother’s

eyeswhensheattackedmewitha

warmpassionatekiss,Ikissedherbacktillwebrokeandhugged

sotightlikeourlivesdependedonit.

Westayedlikethattillweheardvoicesapproachandbrokeit,

it’smydaughters

Me‘’don’tworryIwillgetridofthemokay?’’shesmilesbutyou

canseesheisscaredtheymightcome



inhere.Ikissherforeheadandheadout;theywerealmostat

mydoor

Mercy‘’heydaddy’’Ihugthem

Me‘’girlswhatareyoudoinghere’’Iaskfakingasmile

Mercy‘’whatkindofquestionisthat,can’twevisitourfather?’’

Me‘’Ididn’tmeanitlikethatbaby,Iamhappytoseeyoutoo’’

Liv‘’Razordoyouhaveavisitor’’Ilaugh

Me‘’noOlivia’’Iblush

Liv‘’ohmyGoddaddy,lookathowyouareblushing,whoisshe,

canwemeether?’’

Mercy‘’shemustbelovedifyoubroughthertoyourhouse,you

neverbringwomantoyourhouse’’

Me‘’stopityoutoo’’Ilaughandsmile

Liv‘’ohmyGod,shehasyou,youloveher,Iknowthatsmileand

itisforthoseyouloveonly,meand

Mercy,dadwhoisthewoman,Ireallyneedtomeetherandkiss

herfeet’’

Me‘’whykissherfeet?’’

Liv‘’shefinallymeltedRazorsstoneheartandgothimtolove



someonebesideshisdaughters’’Ilaugh

Mercydadpleaseallowusseeher’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’nopeyouwillscareheroff,youtooaremonsters’’they

laugh

Liv‘’buthonestlyit’sgoodtoseeyoulikethis’’oIhopeyoucan

stillsaythatonceyouknowwhosheis

Mercy‘’letusleavedadtogobacktohiswomanthe’’theylaugh

andgoawayandIgobacktomylady

andlockthedoorincasetheytrypeep.

Vusi

Ihavebeenavoidingmyfiancéfordaysnow,Ijustcan’tlookat

herrightnow,whatshesaidtomereally

cutdeep,ineverthoughtshesawmethatwayandknowing

thatshedoesbreaksmyegomore.Iam

humiliated,apartofmewishedtobelievethatshedidn’tmean

andthatshesaiditbecauseshewas

angrybutIknowitwasn’t,thatisexactlyhowshefeelsabout

me.Iaskedtheboystocomethroughto

my‘house’tochill;ithasbeenaminutereally.Thedoorbells

comesthroughandIgoopenforyou



Steve‘’lookatyouopeningthedoorlikeBillgates’’welaugh

Mandla‘’richmanproblems

Me‘’ftseknina,comeonin’’thelaughandwalkinwhistling

Steve‘’howmanykidsareyoutwoplanningtohavecozthisisa

fvckenmansionbruh’’

Me‘’attheratewegoingatnone’’

Mandla‘’kahlewenawhat’sgoingon’’

Me‘’guysIcan’tjustdropmyproblemsyoujustgothere,let

justrelaxfirst’’theynod

Mandla‘’fairenoughbafo’’

Steve‘’okaythen’’Isigh

Me‘’okayfirstlywhatdoyouguyswanttoeat?’’

Steve‘’wecanbraainostress’’Mandlanods

Me‘’okaygrand,letmetellthecheftomarinateitforus,should

hebraaiorwewill?’’

Mandla‘’wewillbraaintwana’’Iwenttotellthechefandfind

thematthesamespot

Me‘’aowguyswhydidn’tyougetcomfortable?’’thelaugh

Steve‘’youwantustogetlostinthisbigasshouse’’welaugh



Me‘’let’sgotothebarandgetfreaky’’

Mandla‘’nowyoutalking’’

Me‘’sdakwa’’wegettothebarandtheyliterallyscream,we

chooseabottleandgochillinthegarden

Mandla‘’talktousthen’’Isigh

Me‘’ItoldherIamnotcomfortablewithRazorbuyingusallthis

shitandmyfiancébluntlytoldmethatI

wouldn’tbeabletoaffordthislife,sheindirectlytoldmeIam

brokeandIcan’taffordthislifestylefor

her’’theywhistle

Steve‘’shitthatisbullntwana’’

Me‘’Iknow,youcanimaginehowbruisedIambafetho’’

Mandla‘’totallybruh’’Isighandgulpmyglass

Me‘’Ijustwanttohavemyownshit,whatissheleavesmethen

what?’’

Mandla‘’exactly,Isuggestyoubuyyourownstaffontheside,

likenow,buyahouseandrentitout,

withtherentyoubuyanotheroneandstartinvestingin

businessesandstaff’’

Steve‘’mindlosisrightbruh,startacquiringyourownshit,this



issoguaranteed’’

Me‘’it’stimeliketheseImissSizakele,shewasasupportive

woman’’theylaugh

Steve‘’Iknowyoudidn’tjustsaythatntwana’’

Me‘’IknowIshouldn’tbethinkingofher’’

Steve‘’domeafavorboy,leavethatwomanalone,letherfind

herselfyouhavedoneenoughdamage,

nooffense

Me‘’Ihearyouboy’’letmegocheckonthechef’’

Steve‘’hambaBillGates’’Ilaughmxmthisfool

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Seeyoumonday

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter27

Siza

Idon’tknowhowtoexpressmyselfbutIhavebeensohappy

withMolemo,heisamazingreally,Idon’t



thinkIhaveeverbeensoappreciatedandalivelikeIamnow.

Wehavebeenseeingeachotherforover

amonthnowandwearestilldiscreetaboutit,Ihatehavingto

dothisbehindLiv’sbackbutfornowI

don’thaveachoice.Myexamresultswillbereleasedtomorrow

andIwillknowmyfate,buttobe

honestIknowInailedit,Iwroteverywell.Iwanttogotothe

villagetoseemymother’sithasbeena

whileandImissthemsomuch.IamatMandla’splace,wehave

beengoodfriendsofrecent.Molemo

doesn’tlikeitonebitbuthedoesn’tforbidmefromseeinghim.

Him‘’soareyoureadyfortomorrow?’’Ismile

Me‘’Iamexcited,IjustwanttoseehowIperformedreally,I

gavemyeverything’’henods

Him‘’IamsoproudofyouSiza,youturnedyourlifearoundand

youarelookingtomakesomethingout

ofyourlife,IamverysurePhepheisproudofhermommyright

now’’

Me‘’Ihopesheis,Iamdoingthistohonorhermemory’’

Him‘’itisgoodtoseeyouspeakaboutherandnotcry’’Ismile



Me‘’therapyisreallyhelpingMandla,Ifeelsomuchbetter,I

havelearnedtoletgoandletherrestin

perfectpeace’’

Him‘’Iamgladtohearthatsweetheart’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwanttoeat?’’hesmileslikealunatic

Him‘’youcooking?’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’yesIam’’hestandsupandcheers

Him‘’womandoyouknowhowmuchI’vemissedyourcooking’’

Me‘’judgingfromyourexpressionrightnowIcansayIhavea

clearidea’’hesmilesatme

Him‘’okayhowaboutsampandstew’’hesay’slickinghislips

Me‘’okaysirletmegetrighttoit’’

Him‘’Icouldhelpwhatdoyouneedmetodo’’

Me‘’youcouldhelppeelandchoptheveggies’’

Him‘’okaybeautiful’’

Me‘’didyoutaketheweekendoffatwork?’’

Him‘’eishshitItotallyforgot’’Ifrown

Me‘’ohcomeonyoupromisedmemos’’helaughedandcameto

hugme



Him‘’Iamkiddingbabe,wearestillgoinghomelater

tomorrow’’

Me‘’don’tplaymelikethatman’’helaughs

Him‘’forgivemesweetheart’’

Me‘’allisforgivensirbutyouowemeforalmoststoppingmy

heart’’

Him‘’dramaticmuchSizakele’’webothlaugh

Me‘’mxmshutupandstartchopping,Ineedtofinishandgo

backtomyapartment’’

Him‘’Ithoughtyouaresleepingover’’

Me‘’Oliviawouldkillmedeadtrustme’’helaughs

Him‘’ifIdidn’tknowbetterIwouldsayyoutooaresecretly

dating’’Ilaughifonlyyouknewwhosemy

secretlove

Me‘’ohwellthat’snotthecase’’webothlaughandgetonwith

thecooking

Razor

Iamhavinglatelunchwithmydaughtersandmymindismiles



awayreally,mywomanwenttospend

thedaywithVusi,heisfromthesamevillageasherand

accordingtoherheisjustabrothertoher,

damnthatheisamanandSizakeleisabeautifulwoman,sheis

agoddessandIknowmanwouldkillto

bewithher,justthatsheismineandIdon’twantmaneyeing

heritgetsmecrazy,butItrustmywoman

andIknowhershewouldneverforfallforotherman.Sowe

havebeentogetherforawhilenowandI

amhappyveryhappy.IloveherandIaminlovewithher.

Liv‘’daddycomebacktous’’Isnapoutofit

Me‘’sorrybaby,Iamthinkingaboutworkitisprettyhectic’’

Mercy‘’nopethat’snotit,hadafightwithmadam?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’no,wearegood,greatactuallyIjustmissher’’

Liv‘’thenwhynotgoandseeher’’Isigh

Me‘’IwillOlivia’’

Mercy‘’whoeverthatladyisIloveherformakingyouthis

happy’’

Me‘’doyoumeanthat?’’Ishouldtestthewaterwhileatit



Mercy‘’ofcourseIdo,rightLiv?’’

Liv‘’definitely,shemanagedtowarmupyourcoldheart’’

Me‘’whatwouldyoudoifItoldyouthatsheiswayyounger

thanme?’’

Liv‘’daddyareyouherblesser?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nosillysheisagreatwoman,Igenuinelyloveherandshe

lovesmetoo’’

Liv‘’thenthat’sallthatmatters’’Igaspforair

Mercy‘’isthatwhywehaven’tmether,cozsheisyoungerthan

you?’’

Me‘’oneofthereasonsyes’’theylaugh

Mercy‘’youwantustobehappydaddy,youdoeverythingto

ensurethatwearehappywhywouldwe

standinthewayofyourhappiness,Ihaveseenhowyouhave

beensinceyougotwithherandIlove

seeingyoulikethis,whethersheisyoungerorolderthanyou

wesupportyoufully’’

Liv‘’yes1000% daddybehappy’’Ismile,Ihopetheystillfeel

thesamewayoncetheyknowwhosheis

Me‘’IreallyappreciatethisguysandjustknowthatItrulylove

hergirlsIreallydo’’theysmilesweetlyat



me

Liv‘’doyouknowhowIknowthatyouloveher’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’tellmeplease’’

Liv‘’becauseyouhaveneverevertoldusthatyoulovemomor

atleastloved,thewayyouare

expressingyourloveforherrightnow’’

Mercy‘’thatistrue,verytrue’’

Me‘’Ihopeyouacceptheronceyoumeether’’

Liv‘’Ihaveneverseenyousonervousbefore,thisonereallyhas

youshame’’theylaughandhighfive

Mercy‘’canweorderpleaseIhaveamantogobackhometo’’

Liv‘’ohyespleaseIalsohaveabestfriendItoldtocomeback

early,Ineedtoorderatakeawayforher,

sheisnotcookingtonight,Ialsowanttogetheragifther

resultsarecomingouttomorrow’’Ismile,I

justhopetheirrelationshipwillnotbedestroyedbecauseIlove

herfriendandshelovesmetoo

Me‘’youreallylovedon’tyou’’

Liv‘’sheisthemosthumbleandrealestpersoneverdaddy,she

ismysister’’



Mercy‘’andyouwonderwhyIamjealousofher,shereplaced

me’’shelaughs

Liv‘’Itoldyouthat’snottruehey’’

Mercy‘’Iknowjustpullingyourleg,butIhaveseenhersheisa

goodpersonhey’’

Liv‘’sheismorethanthat.Iwanttobeherbestfriendforever’’I

smileandweplaceourorder

Thenextday

Siza

IopenmyeyesandOliviaisshakingmeroughlyandscreaming

inmyear,ohcanshegivemebreakright

now.Igroanandshelaughs,Itakemypillowandcovermyhead,

butsheroughlyremovesmeandgets

ontopofmescreamingandsinging,andshecan’tsingtosave

herlifereally.

Liv‘’pleasewakeupSizakele,weneedtogobyyourschool’’

Me‘’whatisthetime?’’



Liv‘’its7am’’Ifrown

Me‘’butLivtheysaidweshouldcomeat9amcomeonitsstill

early’’

Liv‘’whatthefuckiswrongwithyou,areyounotnervous’’I

laugh

Me‘’mynerveswon’tchangetheresultsreally’’

Liv‘’okaypleasewakeupformethen’’Ismile

Me‘’okayIwill,gomakemecoffeesolong’’shegetsoffmeand

goestothekitchen,Isighandmy

phoneringsanditMolemo,mysmilegoesfromeartoear

Me‘’goodmorning’’

Him‘’morningbeautiful,howareyou’’

Me‘’Iamgreatthanks,yourself’’

Him‘’Iamokay,shouldn’tyoubenervousforyourresults’’Iroll

myeyeswhat’swithdaddyand

daughterwithnerves

Me‘’nopeIamokay’’helaughs

Him‘’youneverceasetoamazememylove’’



Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’Isayblushing

Him‘’justwantedtotellyouthatIamproudofyouandIlove

yousomuch’’noonecanblushlikeme,

whenhetellsmehelovesme

Me‘’IloveyoutooMo’’

Him‘’Iwillnevertireofhearingyousaythosewordstome.

babylisten,IhaveabreakfastmeetingandI

amabouttogoinnow,cometotheofficeafteryougetyour

resultsIwillbewaitingokay?’’Ismile

Me‘’okayIwill’’

Him‘’okayratolaka,Iwillseeyoulater’’

Me‘’okayMr.Motaung’’

Him‘’okaygetupandgogettheresultsnowSizakele’’withthat

hehangsup,Igetupandtidyupmy

roomandgotakeashower.

Oliviadrivesustotheschoolandsomeofmyclassmatesare

alreadytheresomecryingtearsofjoyand

screamingtheirlungsoutwithexcitement,somearecryingcoz

theydidn’tmakeitatall.Thenerves



startkickinginnowandmypalmsarenowsweatinglikecrazy,

sheparksandwewalkoutandshetakes

myhandandsqueezeitreassuringlyandIsmileather,weget

totheofficewhereourstatementof

resultsaregivenoutandIfindtheprincipaloftheschooland

someofmyteachersthere.

Principal‘’andherecomesthegirlofthemoment’’myheart

raceswhatdoesthatmean

Me‘’goodmorningeveryone’’

Principal‘’helloMsDlamini,Iwouldlovetobethefirstto

congratulateyou,youhavemadethiscenter

proud,youhaveprovedthatsecondchancesareneeded,thank

yousomuchforbringingshinetothis

adultcentre,peopleviewthiscentreasajoketheydon’tbelieve

inthosewhocouldn’tdoitthefirst

timebutyouhaveprovedthemwrong,thankyousomuch’’I

lookatLivandsheissmilinglikecrazy

Me‘’thankyouSir’’hehandsmemyresultsandIalmostfainted,

Livtakesthemandstartsscreaming

Liv‘’ohmyGodohmyGod,SizaIamsoproudofyoubaby’’she



hugsmeawhilejumping,Ilookatthe

resultsagainandcry,foronceinmylifeIhavecriedtearsofjoy,

Imadeit,Isinglehandedlymadeit,I

havemymatricandtotopitallIgot5distinctionsoutof7

subjects,EnglishandIsiZulujusthadtoslack

kodwait’snotaproblem,Ican’tbelieveIgotadistinctionfor

mathematicsitwasgivingmesome

problems.Ismileandsayalittleprayerinmyhearttothank

God

Principal‘’Jozitimesaskedtointerviewyouonthis

achievement’’whatIamgoingtobeonanewspaper

Liv‘’shewouldloveto,whereisthejournalist’’IlaughandIdo

theinterviewIfeelsohappyIamreally

proudofmyself,ImadeitthroughitallIdidit.

Liv‘’Iamsoproudofyoumyfriend,youareaninspiration

Sizakele,astrongwoman,Iloveyouso

much’’wehugtight

Me‘’thankyoubabe,Iloveyoutoo’’

Liv‘’listenIhaveclassnowin15minutes,letmedropyouoffat

homethenwewillcelebratewhenIget

back’’



Me‘’gotoschoolIwillUberbabe’’shesmilesandhugsmethen

drivesoff,IUberandheadtoMo’s

office,IgetthereandhisPAgivesmeanastylook

Me‘’hiishein?’’shechuckles

Her‘’yesMr.Motaungisin,whatcanIdoforyou?’’

Me‘’nothingbutthanks’’Isaywalkingtowardshisdoor

Her‘’youjustcan’tgointhereousi’’

Me‘’heisexpectingme’’sheclickshertonguebutIignoreher

andopenthedoor.Hesmilesashesees

meandcomestomeandfoldsmeinhisarmsandgivesmea

passionatekissthatlastssolongIhadtobreakit

Him‘’Ihavemissedyousomuch,showmetheresultsplease’’

hesay’ssmiling

Me‘’hereyougo’’Ihandthemtohimandhelooksatthemand

smilethenspinsmearoundwhileI

giggle,Ilovehimwhenhegetsthisplayful

Him‘’mystrongwoman,Iamsoproudofyoubaby,myfuture

Dr’’Iblush



Me‘’thankyoumuch’’hekissesmyforehead

Him‘’Ihavebacktobackmeetingsandyouareleavinglater

tonight,Icouldn’tplananythingbig,butI

promisewewilldosomethingwhenyougetbackokay?’’Inod

Him‘’comeIorganizedusapicnicfortwo’’hetakesmyhand

andleadsmetohisminimeetingroom,in

hisofficethoughjustseparatedbyawallbutithasnodoor.We

walkinandtheisaromanticpicnicfor

twowiththewordscongratulationsspreadoutwithrosepetals,

Istopandlaughandpullhimtowards

meandhughim.

Me‘’IloveitthankyouMo’’heblushes

Him‘’anythingforyoubeautiful’’weseatandthereisseafood,

whichhasbecomemyfavoritecozof

him,heisobsessedtrustme,theisnonalcoholicchampagne

tooandsomeothertreats,weseatbuthe

insiststhatIsitinbetweenhislegs,heistallerthanmesowe

areeyetoeyewithmetiltingtooneside,

hefeedsmetillwearedone.

Him‘’Ihavesomethingforyou’’Ismile



Me‘’whatisit?’’hetakesoutaboxopenitanditisanecklace

withaheartitissilverwithlittle

diamonds,itissobeautifulbutIcanseeitisexpensiveGosh,I

turnitanditisengravedwiththewords

‘myonetruelove’Iblushandhelaughs

Him‘’youlikeit?’’

Me‘’areyoukiddingme?Iloveitbaby’’hesmilesandpecksmy

lips

Him‘’Iamgladtohearthatmylove’’

Me‘’Iamgoingtomissyousomuch’’heblushes

Him‘’Iamhappytohearyousaythat’’

Me‘’whyyouthoughtIwouldn’tmissyou?’’

Him‘’maybe’’Ilaughandkisshim

Me‘’ItoldyoutostopthinkingthatIdon’tcareaboutyoudidn’t

I?’’

Him‘’yesyoudid,Iamsorryratolaka,sotellmewhenareyou

comingback’’

Me‘’MandlahastobeatworkSundaynight,sowewillbehere

Sundayearlyinthemorning’’

Him‘’cometothehousethatmorning’’



Me‘’hewillknowthatitisyourhouse’’helaughs

Him‘’Iwillhaveoneoftheboystowaitforyououtsidethe

apartmentandbringyoutome’’

Me‘’okaythen’’

Him‘’Iloveyousomuch’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutooit’sscary’’

Him‘’don’tbebaby,Iwouldneverhurtyouintentionally’’his

officephoneringsandhegoestoanswer

itandcomesbackaftersometime

Me‘’iseverythingokay?’’hesighs

Him‘’dutycallsmylove’’Ifrownandheputsonhisshoesand

blazerandhelpsmeup

Me‘’okaythen,IneedtogopackplusOliviawantsustogo

celebrate’’

Him‘’okaymybaby,IwillseeyouonSunday,andbehaveforme

okay’’Inodandwekissslowly

Me‘’Iwillbaby’’

Him‘’Iwillcallyoulaterandpromisetocallathousandtimes

whileyouareaway’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Idon’tdoubtthat’’heputsmynecklaceonandwekissone



moretime

Him‘’pleasedon’tgo’’

Me‘’IhavetoMo,mymother’smissmeandImissthemtooso

much’’hesighs

Him‘’IknowbabyIknow’’hekissesmyforeheadandtakesmy

handandplacehisblackcardinmyhand

Me‘’nononobabyno’’herollshiseyes

Him‘’Sizakeleplease,justbuysomethingniceforyourmothers

pleaseandafewthingsforyourself’’

Me‘’fineRazor’’hiseyespop

Him‘’younevercallmethat,youmustbeannoyedwithme’’I

laugh

Me‘’letmegetgoing,yourclientiswaiting’’

Him‘’lethimwait,youaremoreimportant’’

Me‘’Iknowbutstill,Ineedtoleave,Ihaveablackcardinmy

handsoletmegospendsomemoney’’

Him‘’nowyoutalking’’hesay’ssoundingexcitedandweshare

onelastpassionatekissandIleave.I

passbytheannoyedPAandbidherfarewellandsheclicksher

tongue.IbumpintoVusionmyway



Me‘’ohsorry’’Itrywalkingawaybuthegrabsmyarm

Vusi‘’hey,canwetalk?’’Isigh

Me‘’Iaminahurryrightnowsorry’’Iyankmyhandfromhim

andwalk

Vusi‘’Sizapleasejustaminuteplease’’Icontinuewalkingand

getinmyUberwithoutlookingbackathim.

Pleaseletusshare,reactandleaveacomment.Loveyouall

Siza’stribulations(Notedited)

Chapter28

Mandla

Ipickedherupandshewasalreadytiredandtipsy,apparently

shehadafewglassesofchampagneandthey

knockedheroutlikethat,Ilovehowshehasn’tlostherself

becauseofthiscity,sheisstillsohumbleand

respectfulandmorebeautiful,Idon’tknowwhybutIthinkI

havestarteddevelopingfeelingsforher,

likeherindependence,focus,driveanddeterminationjustdraw



metoher,shehasgrowntoafine

youngwomanIwouldn’tmindtowifeup,thoughtherearealot

ofthingsstandinginmyway,likesheis

mybestfriendsexandtheguycodeisalreadyinmywaywith

thatplusIbetsheseesmemorelikea

brotherandIhatethatshit,thepainofbeingfriendzonednoin

factfamilyzonedbyagirlyoufancyis

unbearable,Imakeastoptopeeandtakeasecondtoadmire

thisbeautysleepinginthepassengerseat

thatisreclinedback,herthicklipsarepouting,herfroisfalling

toasidecoveringhereyeabit,her

smoothbrownskinisglowinginawayIcan’texplain,Itakeout

myphoneandsnapafewpicturesof

herthengoouttopee,Icomebackandsheisawakeand

yawning,Igetbackinandsmileatherandshereturnsit

Her‘’howlonghaveIbeenout?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’acoupleofhours,weareanhourawayfromthevillage’’

shegaspforair

Her‘’Isleptthroughtheentiredrive,ohGodsorryMandla’’

Me‘’don’tsweatitbabe,aren’tyouhungry?’’shesighs



Her‘’Iamactually’’

Me‘’wewillstopbythegarageitisjustfiveminuteaway’’she

yawnsagainandsitsproperly

Her‘’okay’’shefindsherphoneandshestartssmilingfromear

toear,thatgetsmejealousimmediately

Me‘’can’twaittoseetheoldies’’shelaughs

Her‘’metoohey,Imissthemsomuch’’

Me‘’theyaregoingtobesoproudofyoubabe,asIam,Iowe

youabigpresent’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwillholdyoutothattrustme,Icouldn’tcontainmy

excitement,Ialreadycalledtotellthemabout

myresults,theyevencried,Icalledthemseparatelythough,

MaDlaminisaidshewillbegoingtoyyour

houseafterwork’’Ismile

Me‘’thenewsweretoogoodnottoshareIunderstand’’

Her‘’canIplaysomemusic?’’

Me‘’ofcourseyoucan,youcandowhateveryoulikebeautiful’’

shesmilesandconnectsherphoneto

theauxandstartsplayingfrankOceanIamshocked

Me‘’youlistentothisguy?’’shelaughs



Her‘’whydoyousoundsurprised’’Iamamazed

Me‘’honestlyIam’’

Her‘’don’tbeman,IloveFrankie’’shesayschuckling

Me‘’youneverceasetoamazemebabe’’wegettothegarage

andgoinsidetofindsomethingtoeat,

thereisnotmuch,thereispieandsandwichesweoptforpies

andjuicethenshetakesourwormsand

layschips

Me‘’isthatallyouwant?’’

Her‘’yesthankyou’’inodandpaythenwewalkbacktothecar

andeatbeforecontinuingthejourney

Siza’smother

Ican’trememberadaywhereIwasthishappy,mydaughterhas

mademesoproudasamother,she

hasbeenthroughsomuchalready,butshefoughtandmadeit

despiteallthechallengesandheart

breaksshemadeitandtriumphed,sheisaninspirationandone

dayIknowhernamewillbeknownand



respectedbymany,sheisastepclosertobeingaDr,IprayGod

keepsherandcontinuestoblessherfor

me,Iamhumminganicemelodicsoundwhilepackingmybags,

Iamspendingtheweekendwithmy

daughteratmaNtuli’shouse.Iamsoexcitedhonestly.Ifinish

packingandmyhusbandwalksin

Him‘’haiboyouareinagoodmoodwhatisgoingon’’Ismile

Me‘’Ireceivedsomegoodnews’’hesmilesandspotsmybag

Him‘’manje,thebag?Whereareyougoing?’’Ifrown

Me‘’ItoldyouIwillbegoingtoMaNtulifortheweekend’’his

expressionchanged

Him‘’Isee’’

Me‘’don’tbelikethat,youknewaboutthisforawhilenow’’

Him‘’Ididn’tsayanythingnkosikazi’’

Me‘’Imadesurethateverythingyouwillneedisavailable,your

clothesandfoodfortheweekend’’

Him‘’thankyou’’

Me‘’it’sapleasurebaba’’heclearshisthroat

Him‘’So,whatisgoingonatMaNtuli’shouse?’’Isigh



Me‘’doyoureallywanttoknow’’

Him‘’haoofcourseIdo,youaremywife’’

Me‘’ifyoumustknowmydaughterisvisitingfromthecity,she

passedhermatricwith5distinctions’’

hiseyespopped

Him‘’Sizakele’’Ismile

Me‘’theoneandonly,mybabygirl’’Isaywithpride

Him‘’areyousure?’’

Me‘’IamverysureDlamini,mychildismakingsomethingout

ofherlife,despiteallthechallengesshe

beenthrough,shemadeit’’heswallowedandIlaughalittle

Him‘’youshouldleavebeforeitgetsdark’’hesay’sexitingandI

laugh,hecouldn’tcontainthathis

disappointmentofadaughteriswinninginherlife,Godloves

usallDlaminievenSizakele.Itakemybag

andwalktoMaNtuli,Igetthereinnotimeandsheisdone

preparingafeast,weseatandenjoyabottle

ofwineshestasheswhenMandlabringshersomefromthecity,

Ican’twaittoseemybabygirlandtellherhowproudIamof

her



Siza

Ican’twaittoseethoseoldiesandhugthemsotight,Imiss

themsomuch,mypillarsofstrength,

imbokotozami.Ontheotherhandmyheartismissingit’s

ownersobad,Ishouldbesnugglingnextto

him,whilehetellsmeallthesecrazystoriesandmelaughing

likeaschoolgirlinlove.Hesentmethe

cutesttexteverithadmesmilingfromeartoear;heissuchan

amazingman.Supportiveandveryloving

IjustwishLivapprovesandunderstandsourrelationship,as

muchasIloveMolemo,Idon’twanttolose

Olivia,sheisnotonlymybestfriendbutsheismysister.Ipray

itallworksout.Wealmostatthevillage

andIthinkitwouldbebestIstartatthecemeteryandvisitmy

babyfirst,afterallsheisthereasonwhy

Iamthiswomanrightnow

Me‘’mandla‘’hesmilesandlooksatme



Him‘’yesbabe’’

Me‘’canIaskforafavor’’

Him‘’anythingforyou’’

Me‘’canwepleasestartatthecemetery,IwanttovisitPhephe

first’’

Him‘’okaynostress,wecandothat’’Ismileandhemakeshis

waythereandparksnotfarfromthe

grave

Me‘’thankyou,Iwon’tbelong’’

Him‘’takeallthetimeyouneed,Iwillberightherewaitingfor

you’’Ismileandwalktohergrave,itis

socleanshowssomeonekeepsvisitingandcleaningit,Ismile

approachingandsitonthetomband

brushit

Me‘’heybabygirl,it’smeSizawakho.Imissyousomuch,I

couldn’tstartanywherebuthere,Ihopeyou

arewatchingovermeandthatyouareproudofthewomanI

havebecome,IcametotellyouthatI

passedmymatricwith5distinctions,andohadistinctionis

whenyouhavepassedwiththehighest



marks,Iknowyouwouldaskwhatitis,youhavealwaysbeenso

curiousmysmartgirl.Nextyear

mommywillgotouniversityandstudymedicine,itisalmost

nextyearthough,Ialsowanedyoutobe

thefirsttoknowthatIhaveaboyfriendandhisnameis

Molemoandheisolderthanme,helovesme

baby,andhemakesmefeelappreciated,valuedandrespected,

andhonestyIlovehimtoo,myonly

worryisthatLivwon’tunderstandandshemighthateme,andI

loveherIdon’twanttoloseheryetI

alsodon’twanttoloseherfather,amIselfishtowanttohave

themboth?AnywayIwillbeheretillthe

earlyhoursofSundaythenIhavetogobacktothecity.Ihope

youareproudofmeSiphephelo,always

knowthatIloveyoumammagirl’’Iwipemytearsandtakea

littlestonekissitandplaceitontopofher

tombthenwalkbacktothecar.

Him‘’youokay?’’

Me‘’Iamfinethankyou’’hesmilesandleansin

Him‘’comehere’’Ileanintohimandwehug

Me‘’thankyouMandla,youarethebest’’henodsandsmiles



Him‘’let’sgethomeIamsuretheyarewaitingimpatientlynow’’

Ilaugh

Me‘’Iknowtheyare’’hedrivesoffandwegettothehouse,they

appearandstartululatingandsinging

theirlungsout,theneighborsevenpeepedtoseewhatisgoing

on,theycameandhuggedussotight,It

feelsgoodtobehome

Me‘’howIhavemissedyoutwo’’theylaugh

MaD‘’missedyoutoomybaby,IamsoproudofyouSizakele’’

shesay’scryingandIwipethemandhug

hersomemore

MaN‘’Wozalanawena(comehere)’’wehuggedandshekisses

meallovermyface

MaD‘’babyyoulookamazing,umuhleman’’Iblushandthank

her

maN‘’let’sgetin,IcookedallyourfavoritesandIevenstarted

thegenerator’’Ilaugh

Me‘’thankGodkodwamamaInowunderstandwhyMandlawas

obsessingoverelectricity’’

Him‘’thankGodnowIhavesomeoneinmycorner’’wealllaugh

andthehelpcarryoutourluggage



Me‘’Ihavesomethingforyou’’Iboutthemthesamethingjust

differentcolors,slippersandPJand

gowns,didn’twanttobuyfancythingscozIwouldn’tbeableto

explainwhereIgotthemoney.Phela

theonlymoneytheythinkIhaveistheonetheysend.Andthat

onlypay’srentandgroceries.

MaD‘’ohmybabythankyousomuch’’

MaN‘’Ilovethemnana,thankyou’’

maD‘’nowshowmetheresults’’Ilaughandretrievethe

statementofresultsfrommyhandbagand

handittothem

maD‘’youhavemadeusreallyproudmybaby,Iloveyouso

much’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoomamawam’’wehug.Wegositinthelounge

andwatchamoviewhileMaNtuli

dishesupforus,ohI’vemissedthisplacereally,shecomesback

andhandsusourfood,myphonerings

andit’sMo,Iblushandstanduptotakethecallinmyroom

Me‘’babe’’

Him‘’ownerofmyheartandsoul’’Iblush,itisgoingtobea

longconversation,letmepreparemyselftoclimbeverythingin



thatbedroomcozWow,conversationswithMolemoare

everything.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare,thankyouforthe

supportlovies

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter29

Siza

Beinghomehasbeenreallynice,Iamdefinitelyenjoyingmyself

buttruthbetoldImissmybetterhalf

somuch,Ifeellikesharingmyrelationshipwithsomeoneand

tellingthemhowamazingMolemois,but

thenagainitwillhappenwithtimeIshouldjusthanginthere.I

decidedtotakeawalkandbreathinthe

nicevillageair,Imissthiscalmness,thecityischaotic,Ithink

onecangomadfromstayingtheretoo

long,Igettotheriver,ithasalwaysbeenmyfavoriteplacewith

mydaughter,Iwouldalsocomehere



alonewhenshewasatschooltoprayandaskmyancestorsto

openmypaths,IjustthoughtIshould

showfaceagain.Isitforlike30minutesthinkingaboutmy

futureplansandImustsayitfeelsnice

knowingwhichdirectionyourlifeistaking.Ileaveandtakethe

longestroutehome,IrunintosomeoneI

washopingtoavoidtillIleavebutIguesslifehadotherplans,

shelooksatmeshocked,Ilaughalittle

andshakemyhead,sheshouldreallypickupherjawbeforeflies

getinhermouth,shetriestosay

somethingbutswallowsherwords,okayIknewIhad

transformed,Ishookmyselftoo,butIdidn’tknow

IwasbeautifultoapointwhereDalicanbemute,Iattempt

walkingawaybutshespeaks

Her‘’Sizakele,isthisyou?’’Ismile

Me‘’itismeDali,intheflesh’’

Her‘’Isee,wherehaveyoubeen?’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’howisthatanyofyourbusinessagain?’’

Her‘’Ijustwanttomakesurethatyouarelivingoffmysonin

thatcity’’



Me‘’soyouknewwhereIwasbutyoujusthadtoask,youcan

testapersonshamelikethedevil’’

Her‘’mxm,juststayawayfrommysonSizakele’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohpleaseDali,Iwantnothingtodowithyourson,Iwasted

enoughofmytimewithhim,andI

realizedthatIambeyondyourpreciousson’’sheblinks

Her‘’youthinkwedon’tknowthatyouaresellingyourbodyin

thatcity,jumpingfrommantoman’’

Me‘’stillpettyandevilIsee,Iguesssomething’swillnever

changeDali’’shelaugh

Her‘’nothingwilleverchangemegirl’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’evenwhenyourchildrenhaveturnedtheirbacksonyou,

youstillwanttobethisperson?Aren’t

youtiredDali?’’sheblinksandswallows

Her‘’youdon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout’’Ilaugh

Me‘’trustmeIdo’’sheclickshertongue

Her‘’youarestillsodisrespectfulnowonderyoulostyourchild,

youwerenotgoodenoughtobea

mother’’Ilaugh

Me‘’isthatwhatyoutellyouselftosleepbetteratnight?’’she



remainssilent

Me‘’IwillsayIhopemybabygirlhauntsyoubutIwantherto

restinperfectpeacenothauntingold

womanwithevilheart’’Isaythenwalkawayfromher,thank

GodImanagedtokeepmycool,Ialways

thoughtIwouldslapherwhenIseeherbutIguesstherapy

activitiesarereallyhelping,Idon’tevenfeel

somehow,Iamatpeaceandthatisallthatmatters,mypeace

won’tbeaffectedbypeoplelikethisold

woman,huuushameIrefuse.IwalkbackhomeslowlyandIlook

backtofindherstillgawkingatme,I

justswaymyhipsleftandright,whyhavealltheseasserts

whenIcan’tflauntthemtosomepeople’sannoyance.

Vusi

IwalkoutofmyhouseandgogettheweeklyJozinewspaper

fromthegate,Ilovethispaper,itis

informativereally,hasalltheimportantcurrentaffairs,and

beingalawyermeansIhavetokeepup,I

evenlistentoradioandwatchthenewslikeamadman,Mercy



hates,Iwalkbackinsideandfindher

placinglunchonthetable,noshedidn’tprepareit,thechef,she

stillcan’tcooktosaveherlifebutke

wearenotthere,Iseatandshestartsdishingup,wearein

completesilenceshehandsmeadrinkandI

pagethrough,Icomeacrossanarticleanditiscaptioned

‘QueenofSecondChancesaces5outof7’and

thereisapictureofthebeautifulSizakelewiththemost

beautifulsmileplasteredacrossherface,Iread

andfindoutthatshegot5distinctionsandshewantstostudy

medicinenextyear,Ichokeonmydrink

andcoughuncontrollably,Mercyquicklystandsupandcomes

tomysideandstartsrubbingmyback

Her‘’babyareyouokay?’’Icontinuecoughing,Iaminshock,is

thismySiza?Shehasbecomethis

ambitiouswomanohmyGod

Her‘’whatdidyousee,anothermurderofalawyer?’’

Me‘’uhmnonothinglikethatbaby’’Isaytogethertobackoff

Her‘’thenwhatisitthatyousawthatmadeyouchokeonyour

juice?’’can’tsheletitgo



Me‘’itIsnothinginthepaper’’shenarrowshereyes

Her‘’givemethepaperletmesee’’ohthisisnothappening

Me‘’butMercyIamnotdonewithhim’’shelaughs

Her‘’whatisinthatpaperthatyoudon’twantmetosee

Khumalo’’Iclosemyeyesandshesnatchedit

awayandIfelthelplesssoIletherbe.Shelaughswhenshesees

whatmademechoke

Her‘’sosheisthereasonyouarechoking’’Iexhale

Me‘’nosheisnot’’

Her‘’doyouthinkIamstupidVusi?’’

Me‘’noIdon’tthinkyouarestupid’’shelaughs

Her‘’soyoustillhavefeelingsforheristhatit?’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’don’tbesillyplease’’shechucklesandIknowherpsycho

modeisactivated,soIstandupand

attempttoleaveherthere,shegrabsmyhandandpullsme

back

Her‘’don’tyouwalkawaywhenIamstilltalkingtoyou’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamtryingtoavoidanunnecessaryfightthat’sallandI

suggestyoudothesame,beforeweboth

saythingswemean’’shelaughslouderandthrowthepaper



Her‘’don’tyoudare,IaskedifyoustillhadfeelingsforSiza,I

demandananswernow’’

Me‘’don’taskmesomethingyoudon’twantananswerto’’I

yankmyhandandwalkaway

Her‘’VUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIcome

backhere’’sheshoutsbutIcontinuewalking,

nextthinkIknow,Iamhitbysomethingsohardonmyhead,I

fallbutluckilyIdon’tbecome

unconscious,IholdmyheadandIambleeding,sherushedto

mepanicking

Her‘’babyIamsosorryIdidn’tmeantoplease,Iamsorry’’I

gaveherastareandshakemyhead

Her‘’pleaseallowmedriveyoutothehospital’’shetriestohelp

mestandbutIjustpushhertotheside

notroughlythough

Me‘’Iwilldrivemydamnself’’Igetupandtakemycarkeys

thenwalkoutthedoor.

Razor

Imissher,ImissherIthinkIamgoingcrazy,Ican’tget



anythingdonereally,thisoneisdrivingmetoo

crazy,andfunnythingisIlovebeingweakjustforher.Ifmy

enemiescanseemethisway,letussay

peoplewillwalkalloverme.IhaveagiftforherandIdefinitely

knowsheisgoingtolove,Imighteven

seehercry,Iamsoexcited,Ican’twaittosurpriseher,Iam

gratefulforthismoney,itworkswonders,

lessthan48hoursIgothersomethingshedesireswithallher

heart,andthatiswhatIwant,toensure

thatIgiveherallherheartsdesiresandhelpherreachher

dreamsandgoals,Iwanttobeher

superman.Itakeoutmyphoneandlookatapictureofus

together,Imeanlookatthat,ourveryown

versionofbeautyandthebeast,mybabyisjustsoinnocentand

perfectIcantalkaboutherthewhole

dayandnotgetbored.Gadafiwalksinandhitsmewitha

peanuttogetmyattention

Him‘’whatthefuckareyoulookingatmakingyousmilelikea

damnlunatic’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whatelseyoufuck,Iamlookingatmywoman’’helaughs



Him‘’comeonletmesee’’Ihandhimmyphone

Me‘’beblownawaybrother’’herollshiseyesandIlaugh

Him‘’damnbutIcanseewhyyouaresofuckingwipped,yena

kepaolaman(sheisabeauty)

Me‘’withbrains,don’tforgettosaythat’’helaugh

Him‘’aboutthat,howdidyougowiththatplan’’

Me‘’itisadonedeal,sheisgoingtobesohappy’’Ismile

Him‘’Iamhappyforyoubrother’’wefistbump

Me‘’thankyouman,Iwanttodosomething’’henarrowshis

eyes

Him‘’what?’’

Me‘’Iwanttotattooherfaceandnameonmychest’’helaughs

andstops

Him‘’youarenotkiddingareyou?’’Ishakemyheadno

Me‘’Iamlegitman,isthattattooartiststilloperating?’’he

sighs

Him‘’Idon’tmeantobenegative,butwhathappensifyoutoo

don’tworkout?’’Ismile

Me‘’Itoldyoubrother,Sizaismysoulmate,myonetruelove,I

amgoingtodieahappymanknowing



thatIdiedafterexperiencingwhatitisliketobewiththe

womanyouwouldgivetheworldtoandwho

youcouldalsogiveuptheworldfor,sheisyoungandI

sometimesstayawakeandthinkofthe

possibilitythatshemightmeethersoulmatesomedayandthat

breaksmyheartbuthonestlyshewould

havelovedmewhenIneededhertoandIknowthatthe

possibilityofmebeinghersoulmateislowbut

IamfuckingsurethatIamhertruelove,ifitendsitisfine,she

wouldhavegiventhemostbeautiful

thingever,LOVE,andthatissomethinggangsterslikeyouandI

diewithoutexperiencing,butIgotthe

chancetoembraceandholdmysoulmateinthislifetime,and

tomethatisthebiggestblessingafter

mychildrenIkidyounotbrother’’helookedatmeandsmiles

Him‘’enoughsaid,allIcouldsayisIrespectyouandyourlove

forthiswomanisinspiring,yougivinga

mafiahope’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iwouldlovetoseethedayyoufallinlovebrother’’he

laughs

Him‘’mxmfuckyou!Iamgoingtopourmyselfadrinkdoyou



wantoneoryougonnaseatthereand

smilelikearetard?’’Ilaughandstandupandfollowhim,Iwill

callthequeenlater.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Thanksforyour

patience;Ithinkthisishowitisgoingtobe

forawhile.Schoolishectic,toohectic

Siza’stribulations(Notedited)

Chapter30

Mandla

BeingathomewasexactlywhatIneeded,Imissedmymomand

IwantedtospendtimewithSizaaway

fromthecityandIamgladtothatsheisstillthewomanshe

wasbeforeshemovedtothecity,sheis

justabetterandimprovedvisionofherself,Imustsay,Iam

fallingforherdeeperanditpleasesmethat

shehasn’tmentionedaboyfriendtome,soIguessitissafeto



sayIhaveafightingchancetopursue

somethingseriouswithher,todaywearegoingbacktothecity,

IhavetoworktonightsoIneedtorest

beforemyshift,itisexactly3amandourstaffisalreadyinthe

boot.Sheissosleepyandthemoms

won’tfinishtalking.

Ma‘’listenyoutwo,drivesafelyniyezwa?’’

Me‘’yeboma,wewillIpromise’’

Me‘’good,Sizanana,Iwantyoutocontinuetakingcareof

yourself’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwillmama,Ipromise’’theyhugandSizaturnstofaceher

motherwhoisnowcrying

Her‘’don’tcrymama,Iwillvisityousoon’’

MaD‘’don’tmindmebaby’’

Her‘’thendon’tcry,youbreakingmyheartnow’’shewipedher

mother’stears

MaD‘’Iamsorry,butSiza,IwantyoutoknowhowproudIam

ofyoumntanam,youhaveprovedmany

wrong,youareproofthatGod’stimingisthebestalways,I



wantyoutogobacktothecitymorebold

anddetermined,Iwantyoutogoandpursueyourdaughters

dreamandbecomethefirstfemaleDrthis

villagehas,Ineedyoutoremainhumble,mostimportantlyI

wantyoutobehappybabyyoudeserveit

mylove,andbabyknowthatIloveyouwithallmyheartand

thatIamsoproudofthewomanyouhave

becomeSizakele’’shewasnowcrying,hermotherwippedher

tearsandtheyhuggedsotight

Her‘’thankyouforthosewordsmama,Iloveyoutoo’’they

breakthehug

MaD‘’youtwobettergetgoingsoyoumakeitintime’’

Me‘’yesmamaweshould,Sizayoureadytoleave?’’shenods

Ma‘’okaythenmychildren,safetravels’’wegettothecarand

wavethemgoodbye,itisstilldark

outsidewhichmeanstherearenotmanycarsontheroad,itwill

beanice

Me‘’buckleupbaby’’shedoesasIrequest

Her‘’Iamsosleepy’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youcannap.Idon’tmind’’sheyawns



Her‘’nopethistimeIamnotsleeping,wedoingthistogether’’I

smile

Me‘’okaythanksthen,Ithinkyoushouldplayyourmusic,itwill

keepyouawake’’shesmiles

Her‘’definitely’’sheconnectsherphone

Me‘’Iamsonotlookingforwardtogoingtowork’’

Her‘’ijobijob’’welaugh

Me‘’eishtellmeaboutit’’wecontinuedrivingwhilechit

chatting,hersenseofhumorisonanother

level,thisweekendindeedprovedthatSizakeleistheoneIwant

helltheoneIneed

Siza

YoushouldhaveseenmyexcitementwhenweenteredJozi,

excitedcozIamseeingMolemoafterso

long,okaymaybeIamexaggeratingabit,butyouknowwhatI

mean.ItextedtotellhimthatIam

almostthereandhetoldmehisguyisalreadyoutsidethe

apartment,mysmileisoneIcannothide,we



gettothepatrolstationandhefillshistank.

Him‘’yougoingwithmetomyhouse?’’

Me‘’uhmno,pleasedropmeoffatmyplace’’hefrowned

Him‘’okaynoproblem,whenamIseeingyouagain?’’

Me‘’IamnotworkingnextweekThursday,Iwillcomethrough

andsleepoverhow’sthat?”hesmiles

Him‘’soundsperfect”Inodandhedrivesmebacktomyplace

andparksoutside.

Me‘’thankyou,andIwillseeyouThursday’’

Him‘’letmewalkyouinside’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohcomeonitisjustonebagIwillmanage,gosleepnow

willyou’’hesmiles

Him‘’okaybabe,seeyousoon’’wehugandhedrivesoff.A

secondlaterIspotoneofMolemo’scars

andwalktowardsitandgetinside

Me‘’hello’’

Him‘’goodmorningbosslady’’Iblush,hetoldthemaboutus.

WedrivetomymanshouseandIwalk

outandpracticallyruninsidetohisroomandIfindhim



applyinglotion,heisonlywrappedhislower

bodyinatowel,Ijumpedonhisandhepicksmeupandwehug

sotight,ohitfeelsgoodbeinginhis

arms,myhome.Hekeepsonkissingmyneckandsqueezingme

tighter,Idon’twanttoletgo

Him‘’Ihavemissedyousomuchmylove’’Iblushed

Me‘’ImissedmetooMososomuch’’webreakthehugandwe

lookintoeachother’seyesthenour

lipsmeetforawarmpassionatekiss,Ifeelsomethingpoking

me,andhegroans,Igetnervousandbreak

thekissandlookdownandseehiserectionandgaspforair,I

lookupathimandheissmirking,Iquickly

lookdownembarrassed

Him‘’heylookatme’’Idon’tthenhecupsmychintomakeme

lookathim

Him‘’Itoldyouwewillneverdoanythingyouarenotreadyfor,

thatdoesn’tmeanthatIwon’tcrave

makinglovetoyou,IdotrustmebutIwon’tdie.Iamamatured

manbabyIdon’tletmyerection

controlme,Icontrolitandwellyouwillonceyouareready

okay?’’Ismile



Me‘’thankyouMo,Iloveyousomuch’’heblushes,Istillcan’t

believeImakethisintimidatingman

blushlikethis

Him‘’Iloveyoutoomybaby’’wekiss

Me‘’Iwanttocuddle’’helaughs

Him‘’okayremovethoseandgetintomyT-shirt’’Istripnaked,

forthefirsttimeinfrontofhimandIsee

himbitinghislowerlipandnarrowinghiseyes,Iamleftwithmy

laceunderwearthenwalktohiscloset

andcomebackwearinghiswhitetee,itisoversizeonme.Ifind

himwearinghisboxers.

Me‘’comelet’sgetinbed’’hesmilesandwegetin,hepullsme

towardshim,Ihavemybacktowards

himandIaminhisarmstotally

Him‘’guesswhat’’hesay’ssoundingexcited,Ican’thelpbutget

excitedtoo

Me‘’tellmealreadylove’’hekissesmyshoulder

Him‘’well,sinceyoumylovesaidyouwantedtostudymedicine,

Itookituponmyselfandgotyou

admissionatWitstostudynextyear’’okaywaitishekidding

merightnow,Isitupandfacehisside,



withnoexpressiononmyface,hehasthishugesmile,beautiful

smilethatexposeshisonedimple

Me‘’areyouforrealrightnow’’myheartispacinglikeamad

man

Him‘’Iamseriousasaheartattackmylove,youareacceptedto

study,allyouneedtodoisregister’’I

justletmytearsfall,Ican’tbelievethisman,didhereallydo

thisforme?hehugsmeandIcontinue

crying

Me‘’thankyousomuchbaby,Idon’tevenknowwhattosay

Molemo’’helaughs

Him‘’youdon’tneedtosayanythingbaby,allyouneedtodois

getthereandshowthemwhatyouare

madeof,Iamsoproudofyoumylady’’Iblushandhewipesmy

tearsandkissmyeyesandIgiggle

Me‘’tellhowdidyoudoit?’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iknowsometopdoginthatfacultyandthatconnection

andmoneymadethispossible’’ihughim

Me‘’thankyoumylove,thankyousomuchbabe’’

Him‘’Iwoulddoanythingforyou’’Igetontopofhimandhe

laysdownandwecuddlelikewhile



whisperingsweetnothingsineachother’sears.Ilovethisman,

andIamnotashamedtoadmitit

Vusi

Ihateprivatehospitalsforthis,Igothereandtheytellme,Iam

finebuttheywillratherIgetadmitted

overnightforobservations,weallknowthat’sbullshittheyjust

wanttochargememore,buthonestly

speakingtheydidmeafavor,Ididn’twanttofaceMercy,Iam

damnmadatherrightnowandIamnot

surehowIwillreactwhenIsetmyeyesather,sotoavoid

hurtingherandhavingRazoronmyassitis

betterIstayhereagainthisnight,Iknowverywellthattheywill

notdisapprove,theylovemoneyafter

alltheyarealsoabusiness.Asexynursewalksin,shehasbeen

takingcareofmesinceIgothere

Her‘’eveningMrKhumalo’’Ismile

Me‘’pleasecallmeVusi’’sheblushes



Her‘’okayVusi,Ijustcametocheckifyouneedanything?’’I

smile

Me‘’justyournumberbeautiful’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iamafraidhospitalpolicydoesn’tallowthat’’

Me‘’Iwon’tbeapatientforeveryouknow,andwhowilltell

themyougavemeyournumber’’

Her‘’uhmokay’’shewroteitdownonapieceofpaperandgave

ittome,Ilookatitandithasaname

Me‘’Uriel,beautifulnameforabeautifullady,youareindeedan

angel’’sheblushesand,wehad

someoneclearhisthroatandit’sMandla

Her‘’uhmsorryDrIjustcametocheckifthepatientneeded

anything’’henods

Him‘’youcangocheckuponsickpatientsnurse’’shenodsand

hurriesout

Me‘’ahhhcomeonman,youaresuchacockblockerman’’he

laughs

Him‘’whatthehellareyoudoinghereVusi’’Isigh

Me‘’onlysickpeoplegetadmittedsoIamsick’’heshakeshis

head

Him‘’Ihaveyourchatbafoandyouaredefinitelynotsickand



theblowyousufferedontheheaddidn’t

doanydamagesotellmewhyareyoustillinthishospital,you

weresupposedtobedischargedthis

morningandaccordingtothischatyouinsistedonstaying

anothernight’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’let’sjustsayIamrunningawayfrommydemons’’iseyes

narrowed

Him‘’canyounotspeakinriddlesrightnowbafo,what

happenedtoyourhead?’’

Me‘’Mercyhappened’’heshrugshisshoulders

Him‘’whatdidshedonow’’Iexplaintheevent’sofyesterday

duringlunch

Me‘’sothatishowIendedupherebafo’’

Him‘’damnugirliscrazy,shewillkillyouoneday’’

Me‘’tellmeaboutitbro’’hesighs

Him‘’welltell,doyoustillhavefeelingsforSiza’’Iremainsilent

butheislookingatmewaitingfora

response

Me‘’honestly,Idon’tknowmfethu,Iamconfused’’hesighs

deeply



Him‘’getyouraffairsinorderVusi,youleftSizaforMercy,you

madeyourbedbafo’’

Me‘’andrightnowIamafraidthatImadetheworstdecisionof

mylife’’

Him‘’youwillhavetoleavewithit’’Iburrymyfaceinmyhands’’

Me‘’ifonlyIcouldturnbackthehandsoftime’’

Him‘’wellyoucan’t’’

Me‘’Iknowmanhao’’

Him‘’domeafavour,stopflirtingwithmynurses,ifyourfiancé

findsoutshewillkillyouthistime’’Ilaugh

Me‘’fuckoffwena’’

Him‘’Iamnotplayingbafo.IneedtodomyroundsIwillsee

youlater’’

Me‘’sharp’’ianswerandhewalksout

Mercy

Idon’tknowwhatcameovermeyesterday,Iamsoscaredcoz

hedidn’tevencomehomelastnight,I

hopeIdidn’tcauseanydamage,Iamevenscaredtogoandtry



findhimatthehospitalcozItriedcalling

himandheliterallytoldmetofuckoff,heismadatmeandI

understandwhy,Iletmyjealousygetthe

betterofme,whatifheleavesmebecauseofthis,ohGodI

can’tsurviveanotherfailedrelationship,I

needtogetoutofthisplace,seatingalonedepressesme,I

calledhimagainandagainbuthedoesn’t

answerortextmeback,Ithinkshouldallowhimtimetocooloff.

Ican’tstayinthishugehouseagain,it

isbetterIgoseeOlivia.Idrivetoherapartmentin

Braamfontein,luckilysheisathomecozherwagonis

parked,Itakethelifttoherfloor,Iknockandgetinwithout

waitingforanresponse,sheisinherPj’son

thecouchwithabottleofHennesseyonthetable

Her‘’don’tyoufuckingwaitforaresponse,thisismyhouse,

whatifIwashavingsexrighthere’’Ilaugh

Me‘’wellyouarenot’’Ithrowmybagonthecouchandgogeta

glassinthekitchenthencomeback

andpourmyselfadrinkthengulpitdowninonego.

Her‘’andthenwena?’’Isigh



Me‘’ImessedLiv,bigtime’’

Her‘’youanddramasis’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’heydon’tjudge’’

Her‘’Iwouldn’tdare’’Ipourmyselfanotherdrinkbutmixitthis

time

Me‘’whyareyousittingwithanentirebottleofHennesseyona

Sunday?’’

Her‘’Ihadafeelingthatyouwillcomebothermewithyour

problems’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohfuckyouOlivia’’shelaughs

Her‘’okayjokesasidewhat’sup’’

Me‘’IgotphysicalwithVusiLi,Ihithimwithametalcentre

pieceonthehead,theoneonmydinning

table’’sheputsherhandtohermouth

Her‘’whythehellwouldyoudothatMercy,haveyoulostyour

mind,howishe’’

Me‘’hepushedmeokay,Iwastalkingtohimandhewalkedout

onmeandIdon’tknowhowheis,he

toldmetofuckoff,lastsawhimyesterdayafterthatfightjust

afterlunchtime’’



Her‘’whatcausedyourfight’’

Me‘’pleasedon’tjudgeme’’IsaycozIamashamed

Her‘’justsayitman’’Isigh

Me‘’yourfriendappearedinthenewspaperandthenhechoked

whilelookingatit,Iaskedfirstlywhat

hesawbutheinsistedonhidingit,Isnatcheditandsawitthen

Iaskedifherstillhadfeelingsforher,he

toldmethatIshouldn’taskanythingIwouldn’tlikeananswer

to’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’areyouforrealrightnow,hemighthavebeenjust

shockedliketherestofthepeoplewhoknew

herfromthatvillage’’

Me‘’Livyoudidn’tseewhatIsaw’’

Her‘’butthatwasnotenoughforyoutoactthewayyoudid

Mercy,whatifheisreallyinjured,what

then’’Isiponmydrink,notknowinghowtoanswerthat

Me‘’justtellmethetruthLiv,hasmyfiancéeverbeenhereto

seeSiza?’’shelaugh

Her‘’whatno,hehasneverbeenhereandSizawouldnever

evengivehimthelightofday,getoveryour



insecuritiesalready,SizakeleisoverVusitrustmeIknow’’Isigh

Me‘’IamsorryIjustdon’twanttolosehimOlivia’’

Her‘’youwon’tlosehimtoSizakele,youwilldrivehimaway

yourself’’ouch,thathithome.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Youarevery

appreciatedguys,thankyouforthesupport

Siza’stribulations(notedited)

Chapter31

Siza

ImustadmitIamatmyhappiest,Idon’tthinkIhaveeverbeen

thishappy,wellexceptfromwhenIgave

birthtoSiphephelo,shewasthebestthinglifeevergaveme,

butrightnowIamreallyblessedtohave

Molemoinmylife,heisjusttheperfectgentleman,Iamhappy

withthatman,contentandrespected,

theisnothingmoreIcouldaskfor,inamonth’stimeIwillbe

registeringwithWits,Iamsuperexcited



andreallyproudandthankfulforthisopportunity,ayearagoI

washopelessandwonderinghowIwill

makeendsmeetbutlookatmenow,whatIhavelearntisthat

God’stimingisthebest,hegivesyou

whatisyourswhenthetimeIsright,whenyouareintheright

spacetoreceivewhichthathewantsto

blessyouwith.MolemosuggestedthatIresignfrommyjobcoz

Ineedtofocusonmystudies,Ithinkhe

hasapoint,thisismedicinenotmatricIdon’tthinkwillbeable

tojugglebothschoolandwork,plusthe

clubcangetreallyhectic,Idon’twanttofindmyselfbetweena

rockandahardplace.Iamatworkand

myshiftstartsinanhour,Idon’tknowIcameinsoearly

though.Iaminthestaffroomplayingwithmy

necklace;Inevertakeitoff,Vickywalksinandlooksatmefrom

headtotoe,shedoesn’treallylikeme

much,Ithinkitisbecauseofourboss.

Her‘’thatnecklacescreamsfake,Iamprettysureyouboughtit

atsmallstreet’’Ilaugh

Me‘’evenifIdidVicky,itismineandIlikeit,whereIboughtit



doesn’tmatter’’shesmilesandwalks

towardsme

Her‘’youthinkyouareallthatne?’’

Me‘’dependsofwhatyoudefinitionofallthatis’’

Her‘’don’tactsmartwithmeSizakele’’Isigh

Me‘’whatdoyouwantVicky,Ireallydon’thavetimeforthis’’

Her‘’IwantyoutosteerclearSizwe,heisminedoyou

understand’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohmyGodhowmanytimesmustItellyouthatIhave

nothingtodowiththebigboss,besidesheis

married,Iwouldneversettleforbeingtheotherwomanso

please’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’marriedornot,Idon’tgivearatsass,thisisJozinana’’

Me‘’Ihaveheardyounowwillyouleavemealonesis?’’shewas

abouttoanswerwhenthedoor

openedandthebosswalkedin

Him‘’Ihavebeenlookingforyouallover,thisiswhereyouare

hiding’’

Her‘’ohnolovesorryIjustcametoironsomething’swithSiza

here’’



Him‘’ohnoIwasn’ttalkingtoyou.SizacanIhaveaminutein

myoffice’’Vicky’sreactionchanged

instantly,shewasfuming,thelookonherfacewouldsendme

straight

Me‘’okaysir,Iwillfollowyoujustnow’’hesmiles

Her‘’Sizwecanwetalk’’

Him‘’isitworkrelated?’’

Her‘’nobut…’’hecutherbeforeshecouldfinish

Him‘’thenIamafraidtheisnothingwehavetotalkaboutona

personalbasis’’

Her‘’Sizwe’’hejustlookedatme

Him‘’Sizamyofficeplease’’okaythisisawkward,hewalksout

andIattemptfollowing,butsheheldmy

arm

Her‘’don’tbetoocomfortableheregirl’’

Me‘’IwillkeepthatinmindthankyouVicky’’Ileaveherwith

thatandgotobossesoffice,Iwonder

whathewantsnayeloyo.Itakeadeepbreath

Vusi



ThingsbetweenMercyandIhavebeenreallyrocky,Iam

uncertainaboutmyfuturewithheratthis

point.SheisnotthepersonIthoughtsheis,nowIseethatshe

isapsycho,nowondernonofher

relationshipsdon’tlast,sheisabusiveandshewantsthe

relationshiptobeherwayorthehighway,I

don’tthinkIwillbeabletolivewithherinmyhouseandcallher

mywife,Iknowitshouldbeeasyfor

metodecideifIwanttoornotbutthereisalotatstakehere,

plusherdadontheotherside.Idon’t

knowreally,doItellRazorwhatMercydid,butwillhe

understandandnottakehersidecozsheishis

daughter,deepdownIdon’twanttobelievethatImighthave

madethebiggestmistakeofmylifeby

leavingthemotherofmychildandmyfirstloveforMercyfor

whateverwehavetojustcollapselike

this,whoeverthatcamewiththesaythatgoes,ifonlyIcould

turnbackthehandsiftimewassurely

referringtome,cozdamnIjustwanttohavetheonlywoman

wholovedme,supportedandrespected



me,problemisshewon’tgivemethelightofday.WhatdoIdo

withmyselfnow;Iamcaughtbetween

LOVEandSURVIVAL.Mercyappearswithhergownon,I

assumeshehasbeeninthesonaroom.

Her‘’whatshouldItellthecheftopreparefordinner’’

Me‘’Idon’tknow,whateveryouwant’’

Her‘’butbaby,wearegoingtoeatittogether,solet’sdecide

togetherplease’’

Me‘’nah,Iwon’tbeeatinghere,Iamgoingtoleaveinafew,I

willeatdinnerthere’’

Her‘’younevermentionedanythingaboutnotjoiningmefor

dinnermos’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’IjustdidMercy’’

Her‘’babypleaseIamsorryplease’’

Me‘’whatareyouonaboutnow?’’Isaysoundingbored

Her‘’Iknowyouarestillaboutmethrowingthecentrepieceat

you,andIamsorry’’

Me‘’Iamsooverthat’’shesighsandIseetearsforminginher

eyes



Her‘’youarejustsayingthat,IamsorrypleaseIwilldo

anything,justtellmewhatyouneedmetodoto

makethingsrightbetweenusbabyandIpromiseIwilldoit’’I

laugh

Me‘’don’twasteyourtime,wearebeyondrepairyouandI’’she

letsoutatear

Her‘’whatisthatsupposedtomean’’

Me‘’Iamstilltryingtofigurethatout’’

Her‘’IwillchangeVusiplease,justdon’tleavemeplease’’

Me‘’Idon’thavetimeforthisrightnowMercy,givemeabreak

please’’

Her‘’IknowIwrongedyouandactedlikeaspoiltbrat,Ireally

amsorrybabe,youknowIloveyou,Iam

sincerelysorry,Iwillattendtherapyanddealwithmyissues,

justdon’tleaveVusiplease,Iwouldn’t

surviveitLordknowsIwouldn’t,onemorechanceisallIask

for’’

Me‘’IhaveheardthatbeforeMercyandyouturnedaroundand

actedcrazyagain’’shekneeled

Her‘’justachancethatisallIask,Iwillchangebabyplease

don’tgiveuponUs’’



Me‘’Ireallydon’tknow,thisistoomuch’’

Her‘’tellmewhatyouwantmetodoandIwilldoit’’

Me‘’firstlyyoucangetupandstand’’shedidandwipedher

tears

Me‘’thenyouaregoingtogivesometimetoclearmyheadand

todecideifIwantcontinuewiththis

relationship

Her‘’aspainfulasitsoundsIwillgiveyouabreather,butIneed

youtoknowthatIamsorryandIlove

youKhumalo’’Istandupandwalkoutleavinghertherecrying

again

Razor

Thingshavebeenhectic,tryingtogetoutofthiscriminallifeis

provingquietdifficult,myotherpartners

don’twanttoacceptthiswhileothersarethrilledwiththiscoz

theywantmypositiontheywanttothe

KINGPIN,buttheyareallpowerhungryandthatmakesthem

dangerousandnotfittobetheleaderof



ourcartel.IneedtostepdownASAP,butIcan’tstepdownlike

thisitwillcausetoomuchchaoscoz

theywillstartkillingandbackstabbingeachother.Ineedtoget

themallonboardwithGadafibeingthe

newcartelleader,Imeanheisperfectforthejob,heismy

secondincommandsoshedefinitelyknows

howtorunthings,Idon’tknowwhatIamgoingtoyet,my

worryisthatourenemieswilltryusethis

timetotryandtakebusinessfromus,cozwearecurrently

dividedandthatisaweaknesstheywilluse.I

justwanttostepdownbeforeSizafindsoutwhatIreallydo

besidesbeingaLawyer;Idon’tthinkshe

willacceptthat,Iamworriedshewillleavemeonceshelearns

thetruth,soyouseewhyIneedtostep

down.ImissherbutrightnowIwanttokeepmydistancetillI

resolvethis,peoplearefollowingmeand

watchingmyhouse,theymightseeherandput2and2

togetherthenhurther,Iwouldn’tbeableto

livewithmyselfifsomethinghappenstoherbecauseofme,I

needastrategyandIneeditfastbefore

shenoticesthatsomethingiswrong,IloveherandIdon’twant



tojeopardizethisspecialthingwegotgoingon,hersafetyfirst.

Him‘’Itoldyoutostopstressingaboutthosemvtherfvckers,

lookatyounowthinkingsodeep’’

Me‘’Gadafimanthisisserious’’Isigh

Him‘’IknowbrotherIknow,butyouseemtoforgetthatyou

arethebossanditisyoudecision,

whethertheylikeitornot,yourwordinourcartelislaw’’

Me‘’Iwishitwerethateasy,Iwanttostepdownclean,Idon’t

wanttomakeenemiessotheycan

retaliateduringmyretirement,IwantacleanlifeforSizakele’s

sake’’

Him‘’youhaveapoint,butwhatarewegoingtodo,timeisnot

onyourside’’

Me‘’Ijusthavetowinthemover’’hesighsandpourshimselfa

glassofcognac

Him‘’yeahbuthowRazor’’

Me‘’theyareallpuppetsbeingstringedalongbythatlittleboy

Sizwe,Ineedtoneutralizehim’’

Him‘’okayIwillorganizeasniperthen’’Ilaugh



Me‘’notanythingisresolvedwithmurdermanGadafi’’hegives

mealookthensiponhisdrink

Him‘’okaythenfillmein,whatarewegoingtodo’’

Me‘’hepromisedthemsomethingthatIamsureof,ifIcanfind

outwhatitisandmakeabetter

counteroffer’’hesmiles

Him‘’nowyouthinkinglikealeader’’Ichuckle

Me‘’justgetmetheinformationman’’

Him‘’youknowyourwomanworksthereright’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’don’teventhinkaboutthat,Iamnotusingmywomanand

havingherinvolvedinthisshit,Iam

steppingdowntoprotectherherenortotaintherinnocent

soul,sheismyangelGadafishewon’tbe

involveddoyouunderstandthat?’’

Him‘’Iwasjustsayingbrother,wewon’tinvolveher,my

apologiesforevensayingthat’’

Me‘’noproblemG’’

Him‘’speakingofwhich,whereisMrs.Motaung,Idon’tsmell

anythingfromthekitchen’’

Me‘’ohsothatiswhyyouarehere,toscoreaplate,thatismy



womannotyourpersonalchef’’he

laughs

Him‘’heythewomancancookyoucan’tblameme’’

Me‘’shewillcometomorrowfortheweekend,sheiswiththat

DrFriendofhers’’helaughs

Him‘’

Me‘’younotafraidthathemighttryhisluck,Imeanhaveyou

seenher’’Igivehimaseriouslook

Me‘’Itrustmywoman,andbesidesifhetriesanythingIwillcut

offhisballs’’heburstoutlaughing

Mandla

Ihadareallylongday,anewyearcomeswithallsortsof

surgeriesandweworklikecrazy,don’teven

haveasecondtonapwhenatwork,mypersonaleventooka

seatbackcozIhavetobeaDrfirst,good

thingIamofftomorrowsoIwilljustchillandhaveabeeror

two.Igettomyhouseandparkandfunny

enoughthewindowsareopenandthereisFrankOcean



burstingmyspeakers,IimmediatelysmilecozI

knowwholovesMr‘Lwandle’.Igetoutofmycarallexcited,and

Iopenmydoor,andGodthearoma

thatwelcomesme,damnIcouldgetusedtothis,cominghome

toabeautifulwifeandherdelicious

food.ifindherinthekitchen,dancingtohermusic,sheis

movingherbootyanditisdamnsexyyeses.

Shehasherbacktomesosheisnotawareofpresence,she

keepsshakingherasseffortlesslyandasa

manImustsayithadaneffectonsomeofmybodyparts,Igo

toherandtickle,shescreamsandIlaugh

Her‘’heydon’tdothat,doyouwanttokillme’’Ismile

Me‘’Iamsorrybeautiful’’

Her‘’whatever’’shesay’sandmakesaface

Me‘’ohcomeonIamsorry,don’tbemadatme’’

Her‘’justdon’tdoitagainokay?’’

Me‘’neverwillI,Iamsorry.Whendidyougethere’’

Her‘’Igotoffearlyatwork,soIdecidedtosurpriseyou,Iknow

Ihavebeenpromisingtocomeoverbut



disappointyoulastminutes,thisismemakingituptoyou’’she

knowswhereIputmysparekey

Me‘’wellIappreciateitsweets,smellsniceinhere’’

Her‘’waittillyoutasteit’’

Me‘’nowIcan’twait’’

Her‘’gotakeashowerfirst,Iwillbedonewhenyougetout’’I

quicklyrushtothebathroomanddomy

processandIamdoneinabout30minutes,Iwasabouttoseat

downandenjoymybeerwhensomeone

knocked,Iwantedtogoopenbutthedooropens,Irollmyeyes

whywon’tmyfriendswaitfora

response.Thisisgoingtobeawkwardthough,withSizahere

Me‘’onedayyouwillfindmehavingsexyouknow’’

Him‘’nothingnewthere,whatareyouwatching’’

Me‘’justhighlights’’henods

Him‘’itsmellsdivine,youcooked’’

Me‘’actuallySizaistheonecooking’’hesatstraight

Him‘’sheishere?’’hesay’sfixinghisshirtandIlaugh

Me‘’yeahinthekitchen’’asifoncuesheappearedholdingtwo

plates,shefreezeswhensheseesVusi,



theylookateachotherforoveraminute

Him‘’heySiza,youlookgood’’

Her‘’thanks’’shehandsmemyfood

Me‘’thankyou’’IlookatVusiwhoislookingatSizaintensely

Him‘’canIalsohavesome’’hesay’s

Her‘’doesn’tyourwifefeedyou?’’hissmiledisappeared

Him‘’shedoesjustthatIknowhowgreatofacookyouare’’

Her‘’right,thefoodisinthepots,gohelpyourself,PowerIwill

beinmyroom’’shewalksaway

Me‘’godishforyourself’’

Him‘’sheissleepingover’’

Me‘’shedoesonceinawhile’’henodsbuthisfacialexpression

haschanged.Hestandsandgoestothekitchen,okaythatwas

weird

Pleaseshare,reactandleaveacomment,thankyouallforyour

patience.

RE-POSTFORTHOSEWHONEVERGOTTHECHANCETO

READSINCEITWASREPORTEDTWICE.



Siza’stribulations

Chapter32(notedited)

Siza

Ihonestlycan’tbelievethatIamaregisteredmedicinestudent

atWits,Ican’tcontainmyexcitement,I

wanttostartalready,Ihave2weeksbeforeclassesstart,I

alreadyhavealistofthetextbooksthatIam

goingtoneedandeverythingelse,icalledmymothersandtheir

excitementisonanotherlevel,my

motherscreamedandmademetalktoallthenursesatthe

clinicwheresheworks,shehasalready

askedmetocomeassistduringtheholidaysasastudentDr,

imaginethat,Ihaven’tevenstartedclasses

andIamalreadyindemand.IcalledmyMoandheishappyfor

me,thatonenjeisthemostamazing

lovershame.ItoldhimIwillcometothehouseaftermymini

celebrationwithOliviaatClubNation,plus

IneedtotellSizwethatIwon’tbecontinuingwithmyjob,Iwill

servemy2weeks’noticethoughsothey



cantryfindmyreplacement,Igettotheclubandthereare

studentsherealreadydrinkingandhaving

fun,ithasbeenslowsincetheywereathomeforthefestive

seasonandnowthattheyarebackthe

placewillbesobusy.OntheotherhandOliviaisdoingherfinal

yearinAccounting,shewants’tobea

ChartedAccountantbutitisgoingtobewhiletillshegetsthere,

sheissmartandIknowshewillarchive

it,sheisoneofthesmartestpeopleIknow.IwalktoSizwe’s

officeandknockthenheshoutscomein

frominsidethehouse,Iwalkinandhesmile’stoofriendlyatme

Him‘’ohheySiza’’

Me‘’hi,uhmdoyouhaveaminute,Ineedtotalktoyouabout

something’’

Him‘’yeahsure,soundsseriousthough,iseverythingokay?’’

Me‘’actuallyeverythingisgreat,Ijustfinishedwithmy

registrationsatWits,soIwillbestartingschool

in2weeks’’

Him‘’thatisgreatnews,congratulations’’



Me‘’thankyouSir,problemisIwon’tbeabletojuggleboth

workandschoolsoIwillservemy2weeks

andthenIcan’tcontinueworkinglaekhaya’’hisfacefell

Him‘’ohnoSiza,youareoneofmybesthostesses,myVVIP

sectionneedsyou,youcandobothIknow

youcan,plusmostoftheemployeesherearestudents’’Isigh

Me‘’Iknow,butIamstudyingmedicine,Iamnotsayingtheir

coursesarelessimportant,Iknowmy

capabilitiesandIwon’tbeabletodoboth’’

Him‘’Iunderstandthat,butatleasttakeweekendshiftsthen,

please’’Isigh

Me‘’Idon’tknowSir’’heloosenedhistie

Him‘’okaylet’sdothis,onceyoustartschooltrytheweekend

shiftandifitisnotworkingoutyoucan

stop,justtrythatisallIask’’

Me‘’Iwillthinkaboutit’’

Him‘’okaythanks,Iwillwaitforyouranswer’’myphonerings

anditsOlivia,shesayssheistheclub,I

tellherIamhereinmybossesofficeandIwillbedownina

minute.



Me‘’Ihavetogo,celebratingwithmyfriendhere’’

Him‘’nosweat’’hewalksmeoutandIspotOliviaalready

downingshots

Him‘’KatpleasetakeabottleofchampagnetoSiza’stable,itis

onthehouse’’

Kat‘’sureboss’’Sizwewalksaway

Me‘’IwillbeoverthereKat’’

Kat‘’surething,andcongratulationsagain,proudofyou’’

Me‘’thankyou’’IwalktoOliviaandsheisalreadyhypedup,she

standsandembracesmescreaming

Olivia

Lookatherwalk,butmybestfriendisfireman,andshedoesn’t

evenknowit,womanhasaprettyface

nopimple,bodytodiefor,waistsmallasslargeboobsmedium,

sheiswellbalanced,thatafrojust

makesmewonderwhyIwastemymoneyonweaves,cozWow

thegirlcanmakeyouquestionyour

artificialbeautymodimowaka.Allthemenherearestaringat



herlikelionswaitingtodevouritsprey.

Menaretrashnje,butwhatamIsayingIamevendroolingover

here,ifIdidn’tlikedickshameIwould

turnlesbianjustforher.Theyellowbodycondresssheis

rockingjustcommandsattentionwithout

tryingto,IswearIhaveneverseenamelaningirlmakingthe

colorpop;shemakeslightskinlook

somehow,sheseesmeandsmile,Istandupalreadyexcitedto

getthispartyon.Iembracehereandshehugsmewarmlytoo

Me‘’baby,myFutureDr,Iamsoproudofyou’’Isayscreaming

Her‘’heyhoney,thankyou’’shereliesandwesit

Me‘’hereweneedtotoast’’Ihandherashotandshefrowns

Her‘’butLivyouknowIcan’tstomachthis,plusIhaven’tate’’I

rollmyeyes

Me‘’thatiswhyIorderedaheavymeal,ribsandchips,weall

knowthatthemealbeforegettingdrunk

isthemostimportantthanbreakfast’’sheburstoutlaughing

Her‘’yeahright’’shetakestheshotandIcountdownandwe

gulpitdown,youshouldseeherfaceright



now

Me‘’fixyourface,itisnotthatbitterman’’shelaughs.Iguy

placesabottleofchampagne

Her‘’thanksKat’’Ifrown

Me‘’whywouldyouspendyourmoneybaby,Itoldyouwe

spendingRazorsmoney’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohcomeyourtitsdownLiv,it’sonthehouse,myboss’’I

smile

Me‘’Ithinkhelikesyou’’shelaughs

Her‘’heismarried,plusIdon’twanthim’’Ifrown

Me‘’isthisaboutthemysterymanyouwon’ttellmeabout?’’

Her‘’Itoldyoubabe,heaskedthatIkeepitbetweenusfora

while,hehasthingstosortoutbeforewe

gopublic’’Irollmyeyes,ifthatfuckerisplayingmygirlIwill

findhimandburnhispenisthencutitoff

andmakehimeatit

Me‘’Idon’tlikethis,yesheisagentleandallbutIdon’twant

himtostringyoualongandhurtyou

afterwards,cozIwillmakehislifealivinghell’’

Her‘’Iknowbaby,andyouwillbethefirsttoknowoncehefeels



readytogopublicaboutus’’

Me‘’hasn’theseenyou,youcangetanymanyouwantandthey

wouldn’thesitantbeingseeninpublic

withyou’’shefrowns

Her‘’IlovehimLivthat’sthething’’

Me‘’Iknowthat’swhyIwon’tpressureyouintotellingme

abouthimyet.Ijustprayhelovesyoutoo’’

sheblushedandIlaugh

Me‘’youaresodeepinit,Istillhopeyounotsleepingwithhim’’

Her‘’nowestillhaven’thadsex’’Isighinrelief,Idon’twanther

togethere,Joburgmancanbeevil.I

willsupportherthough,throughitall

Me‘’okayenoughaboutBoys,theyaretrashafterallman,let’s

getdrunknow’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’ohboyitisgoingtobealongnight’’

Me‘’yougotthatright,butsoyounotsurprised,Iamgoingto

Pule’splaceafterhere,Iwilldropyouat

theapartmentfirst,Iamgettingsometonight’’

Her‘’nopeIamgoingtohisplacetoo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’okaygocuddlesweety’’webothlaugh.Wefinishthebottle



ofchampagneandourfoodarrivewe

diginandfinish.Iordertwomorebottlesofchampagneand

waterletthefunbegin

Razor

Imanagedtogetsomeofthecartelmemberstosidewithme,

theothersarejustbeingstubborn,trying

toproveapointreally,butdon’tmind,Iwillgetthemtoall

acceptmydecisionwithoutturningthem

intomyenemies,thatisthelastthingIneed,atleastthereis

progress,Iamastepclosertogettingout

oftheunderworldanditfeelsgood,neverthoughtIwouldleave

thegamebutIguesslovemakesaman

dothingstheywouldn’tnormallydohey.iamwaitingforherto

gethome,sheiswithOliviaatclub

nation,andtotellyouthetruthIhatethis,butIwon’tstopher

atall,IwillberelievedwhenIseeher

walkthroughthatdoor,itisjustafter12am.Ihavebeentrying

tokeepbusywithsomeofmycasessoI

passtimebutmyconcentrationisshortlivedeventhoughI



knowsheissafecozIsentoneoftheboys

towaitforherandbringherover.Iheargigglinginthelounge

andIdecidetogoandseewhoitis,Iget

totheloungeandit’sher,Isighinrelief.Sheistryingtotake

offhershoesbutsheisfailing.Shegets

frustratedandendsupgiggling,sheisdrunk.Shedoesn’tnotice

me.theTVisonsomemusicchannel,a

songplaysandshehearsit,shestandsandincreasethevolume

andstartsdancing,okaymuchasIam

madthatsheisthisdrunk,sheisamusingtowatch.Sheis

obviouslyenjoyinghermoment,totallyforgot

thatshewastryingtogethershoesoff,shedanceswithso

muchease,whenthesongfinishesandshe

throwsherselfonthecouch,Ishakemyheadandchuckle,she

turnsandnoticesme

Her‘’baby’’shesay’swithawidebeautifulsmileandIcan’thelp

butsmile

Me‘’heybeautiful’’Imakemywaytoher

Her‘’howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere’’

Me‘’quiteawhile’’shelaughs



Her‘’whyareyoustillup’’

Me‘’Iwaswaitingforyoutogethome’’

Her‘’okay,Ihadsomuchfun’’shelaughs

Me‘’Icanseethatmylove,youhadtoomuchtodrink’’

Her‘’Iknowright,wehadchampagneandshots’’shegiggles

andtriestoremovethestrandofhairin

herface

Me‘’okay,itislateweneedtogettobed’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohMolemodon’tbeapartypooper’’shestandsupand

disappearstothekitchen,comesback

holdingabeerandaglassofwine

Me‘’ohno,youalreadyhadtoomuchtodrink’’shefrowns

Her‘’justhaveadrinkwithmepleasebaby’’shemadeafaceI

can’tsaynoto,Isighandtakethebeer,

shesitsonmylapandkissesmepassionatelythenpullsout.I

lookatherandsmile

Her‘’IloveyouMolemo’’Iblush

Me‘’Iloveyoumoremydrunkenbeauty’’shegigglesandhides

herfaceinmyneck

Her‘’Ihadsomuchfun’’



Me‘’I’mgladyoudid,butyougoingtowakeupwithamassive

hangover’’

Her‘’youwillnursemebacktohealththen’’shekissesmeagain

andwestopandcontinuedrinking

Her‘’baby’’

Me‘’yes’’Isaylookingather

Her‘’Iamspinning’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youaredrunkbaby’’

Her‘’IamgoingtofaintMo’’justaftersayingthatshewent

unconscious.Ohboyshejustblackedout.

Luckilytheglassofwinewasonthesidetable,Iplacedmybeer

thereandpickedherupandtookherto

ourroom,placeheronthebedandtookofherdressandshoes,

Igettomyclosetandtakeoutat-shirt

andgobackremoveherbraandputonthet-shirt.Sheisoutof

it,Iremovemyclothesandgetwithher

underthecoversandpullhertowardsmeandIsleep,Ican’t

waittoteaseherwiththis.

Siza



IopenmyeyesandIfeellikecrap,Itrytogetmyheadupfrom

thepillowbutitistooheavy,ohOliviais

suchbadinfluence,Ihaveneverdranklikethatinmylife,I

chuckleandlooktoMo’ssideandheisnot

there,Irememberthathisguycametofetchmeattheclub,I

remembertryingtoremovemyshoesand

thatisthelastmemoryoflastnight,butIhadfunyesterday

shame,wereallycelebrated.Thedoor

opensandMowalksandlaughs

Him‘’andthedrunkenbeautyisawake’’Iimmediatelyfeelso

embarrassed

Me‘’babyyouareshoutingpleaseloweryourvoice’’helaughs

again

Him‘’ohtrustme,Iamnotloud,youhaveahangover’’Isigh,I

can’tevenlookathim

Me‘’Iamsorry’’thatisallIcouldsay

Him‘’forwhatnowlove’’heaskslost

Me‘’forgettingthatdrunkandcomingbackthatlate’’hesmiles



Him‘’Idon’tmindyougoingoutandhavingfunlove,Ijustdon’t

wantyoutodrinkthatmuch,youcan

getallkindsofdrunkwhenyouarewithmeIwouldn’tmind,coz

Iwillbeheretoprotectyou,thereare

monstersouttherewhowouldtakeadvantageofyouwhenyou

areinthatstate’’Ismilerelievedthat

heisnotmadatme,Iwasworried

Me‘’Ihearyou’’hekissesmyforehead

Him‘’iamheretogiveyousomethingfortheheadache,likeyou

said,Iwillnurseyoubacktohealth’’i

laughsanddrinkthepills

Me‘’thankyouandIloveyou’’heblushes

Him‘’Iloveyoumore,andImustadmitwoman,youcandance’’

Ihidemyface,Ineverdanceforpeople

Idoitinprivate,Iamneverdrinkingagainshame

Me‘’Ineedagreasybreakfast’’Isaychangingthetopic

Him‘’alreadyonit,thechefiswhippingsomethingforyou’’I

smile,hecomestokissmebutIlookaway

Me‘’baby,Ihaven’tbrushedmyteeth’’helaugh

Him‘’Idon’tcareaboutthat,comehere’’hepulledmedownand



gotontopofmeandkissedtheliving

daylightsoutofme,itwassoslow,passionateandIcouldfeel

ouremotionsandtheconnectionwe

have.Hishandsstartedsqueezingmythighsandmovingtomy

breastsandhewenttosuckmynipple

whiletheotherjustkeptonsqueezingtheotherboob,Iletout

amoanandhecomebackandstarted

kissingmynecksendingshiversdownmyspine,Icouldn’thold

itinanymore,Iwasrubbingmyhands

alloverhisbuiltbody,Iwasfeelinghot,Ineededhiminsideof

me,iopenmylegswidersoIcanfeelhis

erectionandhisbulgemadememoansomemore,mybreathing

isspikingnow,hishandmovestomy

privatesandmypantiesarewet,sheinsertsonefingerand

groanshestopsandsay’s‘fuck’underhis

breath,hetriestogetupfromontopofme,butIwrapmylegs

aroundhimsignalinghimnottostop,he

looksatmeintheeyesandInod,heattacksmewithakissbut

thistimeIcanfeelhungerforme,he

wantsmeasmuchasIwanthim,heremovesmyt-shirtand

licksmybody,ohthatismakingmefeel



morehot,hekeptonlickingtillhegottomypuna,hestarted

doingthingswithhistongue,thisisthe

firsttimeamandoesthistome,hekeepsonlicking,andbiting,

Iwasmoaningandscreamingouthis

name,likethatgavehimaboosthewentonandonuntilIfelt

myselfwantingtopee,ohnonotnow,I

tenseupmybodyandtellsmetoletitgo“letitgoformebaby,

cumformelove,relaxyourbodyand

cumforme’’hesaidandcontinuedwithhistongueaminute

laterIexplodeandmylegsareshaking

uncontrollably,Ihaveneverfeltthatkindofpleasureinmylife,

hecometomyfacewithasmirkon

“damnyoutastegood’’Iblushandheremoveshisboxersand

hiserectionspringsoutfree,myeyespop

andhesmileswider,hecameontopandkissedmeagain,he

placedhispenisontheentranceofmy

punaandstartedrubbingit,itfeelssodamngood,Iwantto

feelhiminsideme,hehastomaketome

noworIwillloseallmysenses.Ashecouldreadmythough,he

enteredmeslowlyandIachedmyback

andcurledmytoesscreaminghisname,hewasfullyinsideof



meandhestopwithhiseyesclosed,asecondlater,hestarted

movinginandoutofmeandIwasoutofmysenses,hestops

afterafewthrusts

‘’fuckSizakele,damnwhatareyoudoingtomebabyyouareso

tight’’hesay’sandstartedmoving

again,Icouldn’tdoanythingbutletmymoansout,hewasso

gentleandhisthrustequalanddeep

makingmegocrazywitheachstrike,Ihaveneverenjoyedsex

likethis.Mybodyisreactingtohisevery

touch,hispacestartedbeingfasterandhisgroansdeeper,the

feelingcameback,thetensionbuiltupI

letgoandthatpleasureisnothingIcanexplain.Iamscreaming

hisnameandheheldmetightandhis

bodystiffenedandhestartedcallingoutmyname,cursingand

kissingmeandasecondlaterhestops,

andcollapsesontopofme,wearebothbreathingandsweating

likecrazy,wecatchourbreathandhe

kissesmyforeheadthenmylips,wedeepenitanditgoesonfor

awhileuntilhebreaksit

Him‘’youaredrivingmecrazySizakele,Iloveyousomuchbaby.

Thankyouforgivingmeyourbodyto



love’’Iblush

Me‘’IloveIfeltMo.Iloveyoutoo’’

Him‘’damnyouaresotightandwarm,Iamaddictedalready’’

Me‘’Ienjoyedmyselftoo,Ihaveneverfeltlikethatbefore’’

Him‘’Iamgladtohearthatbaby’’Iblush

Me‘’Mo’’Isayandhesqueezesmetightinhisarms

Him‘’yesmylove’’

Me‘’uhm,whydidIfeellikeIwaspeeingonmyself,anditfeltso

good’’helaughs

Him‘’Iloveyouinnocence.Itisanorgasmbaby,meansyou

havinggreatsex’’IguessIwaswastingmy

timewithVusicozIneverevenforoncefeltorexperiencedan

orgasm

Me‘’ohokay’’Iturntofacehimandtheglowinhiseyesmakes

myworriesdisappear

Him‘’thankyoubaby,Iwillworshipthisbodyalldaysofmylife’’

Igiggle

Me‘’justcontinuemakingmefeelthewayIwasfeeling’’he

smiles

Him‘’howisthehangover’’Igiggle



Me‘’allgonemylove,Iguessyouhealedit’’helaughs

Him‘’ohSizakeleyoudrivingmecrazy,youhaveturnedmy

worldupsidedownwithyourbeauty,

innocenceandhumbleness,youhavechangedaGintoalove

strickenpuppy,thankyouforcominginto

mylifeandgivingmeapurpose,achancetoknowhowitfeels

toloveeffortlesslyandfearlessly‘’I

couldsayanythingIjustkissedhimandweembracedeach

other

Him‘’comelet’sgoshowerandhavebreakfast’’Ifollowhisand

wetakeashowerandoncedonehe

lotionsmeandIchooseclothesfromhiscloset,justashortand

vest,andwearsthesame.Wewalk

downstirsholdinghands,Ican’thelpbutblush,Ihadan

interestingmorning,andIamnotevenfeeling

guiltyandIneverwill,Ilovethismanandhimmakingloveto

mefeltright.Wegettothegardenandthe

tableisalreadysetfortwo,heopensmychairandIseatthen

hekissesmebeforegoingtoseatdown.

Me‘’thankyoubaby’’hesmilesandwedishupandstarteating.

Wehavingalightconversationuntilhe



frownedandcursedshit

Me‘’whatisgoingon,areyouokay’’

Him‘’Iamsorrybabe,releasedinsideofyou,needtogetyou

themorningafterpill,muchasIwantyour

baby,wearenotreadyforone,youhaveschool’’myheart

startedracing

Him‘’calmdownbaby,thepillwillensurethatyoudon’tget

pregnant.Iwillsendoneoftheboystogo

getitASAP’’Isighinreliefandhetakesouthisphoneandcalls

oneoftheguys

Me‘’Iloveyou’’heblushesandtakesmyhandandkissit

Him‘’Iloveyouwitheveryfiberofmybeing’’

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter33(notedited)

Siza



Ihaven’tbeenabletostopthinkingaboutthedelicious

memoriesofmeandMolemo,tobehonestI

thinkIammoreinlovewithhimnow,Idon’tregretgivinghima

chance,Ihaveneverfeltsolovedand

appreciatedinmyentireexistence,Moiseverywoman’sdream

Ikidyounot.AllIprayforthesedaysis

forOliviatoacceptthatherfatherandIloveeachotherso

much.Idon’twanthertoseethisasa

betrayal,cozInevermeanttofallforhim,Ithinknooneever

planstofallinloveitjusthappensandno

matterhowmuchwetrynotto,andtrybyallmeanstopretend

tonotfeel,wefaildismallybecausethe

heartwantswhatitwants,Ilovehimandfearlesslyso.iamglad

thatItookthatpillsoIdon’tget

pregnant,Iamnotreadytobeamotheragain,Ihaven’t

completelyhealedfromthescarsofmy

daughterandmaybeIneverwill.ItisaSundayandalazyoneat

that,IaminmyshortsandoneofMo’s

tshirts,Imisshimsomuch,Ilastsawhimyesterdayafterwe

hadaveryrelaxedday,hehasbeencalling

nonstoptellingmehowmuchhelovesmeandallhedoeshe



doesitformecozhewantsmehappyand

safealltimes,Ihavebeenblushinglikealunatic,Oliviaeven

stoppedaskingmeamillionquestion,she

wantstoknowwhathappenedtomeyesterdaythathasme

glowinglikeIowntheworld,apparentlyke

yahalalela,Iammelting,butter.Iamcookingsomesevencolors

forus;Iamhappysowhynot,Iwill

savesomesavedformymanandtakeittohimforlunch

tomorrowatwork.Theyellowbeautythat

lookssomuchlikethemanIloveappearsfromherroom

singingsomesong.Ismileatherandshe

comesandsitsonthebarstool,Igopouruswineandhanditto

her

Her‘’whateverthathappenedyesterday,Iloveitman,youseem

happyandrelaxedbabe’’

Me‘’IamhappyOliviasohappy’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iamgladtoherthatmyfriend,Iwantyoutobehappyat

alltimes,youdeserveallthehappiness’’

Me‘’thankyouLiv,andwhateverthathappensalwaysknow

thatIloveyouandIamgratefultohavea



bestfriendandsisterinyou,Iwillneverhurtyouonpurpose,

thatisthelastthingIeverwanttodo’’

shewipeshertearandcomestohugmesotight

Her‘’IloveyoutoobabeandIknowthatokay?’’Inodandblush

Me‘’thefoodwillbereadysoon’’

Her‘’itsmellsdivine’’

Me‘’youknowmemos’’shelaughsandaknockdisturbsus,she

goestoopenandcomesbackwitha

rosesandaboxofchocolatesandabottleofchampagne

Her‘’thisissofancy,whateveryoudidtothatguymmhhh’’I

laugh

Me‘’arethoseforme?’’Iaskblushing

Her‘’yeptheyare,letmereadthecard’’IlethercozIknowMo

won’twriteanythingthatwillgiveaway

hisidentity,heknowshisdaughtermightreadthecard

Her‘’mybeautifulqueen,thankyouagain,itistimeslikethese

whenIwishIwaspoeticorreadnovels

byCharlotteBronteorThomasHardy,IamsureIwouldhave

therightwordstosaytoyou,butIwilljust

saywhatIknowandfeeldeepinmyheart,IloveyouSizakele,



youmeaneverythingtomeeventhe

onesIdidn’tbelievetillIsetmyeyesonyourinnocentand

humblesoul,youmakemewanttobea

bettermanmyloveandforyouanditisasmallpricetopay,I

willlaymyworldatyourfeetandensure

yougetwhateveryourheartdesires.Thankyouforlovingme

thewayyoudomybabyitgivesmehope,

somethingIneverhadbefore’’shereadsthenoteandIamin

tears

Me‘’IloveyouOlivia,Ireallydo’’shesmilessweetlyatme

Her‘’anditisobviousheiscrazyaboutyoutoo,Idon’tknow

whyyoutwoarehidingalovesobeautiful’’Ismileatherand

thinkofmyMo,hecanbesoromanticmyGod.Letmecallhim

Razor

IthinkIhavesleptwithamillionwomaninmylife(notliterally),

Iamjusttryingtoemphasizemypoint,

buttotellyouthetruth,IhaveneverfeltwhatIfeltwhenI

madelovetoSiza,Ifeltmyselfconnectto

her,mysoulreachingtohers,Idon’tknowwhybutitfeelslike



doingthedeedmademefalldeeperin

lovewithher,sheletmeloveher,shegaveherselftomecoz

shewantedtobecauseshelovesme,and

knowingthatshelovesmemakesmethinkofalltheother

possibilitiesIcanhavewithher,myfirstlady.

Ican’tgetheroutofmymind,Sizakelehasastrongholdonme,

Iamwrappedaroundherfingerand

shedoesn’tevennoticethat,ifshecouldsayJump,Iwouldask

howhighwithoutthinkingtwice,I

wouldn’thesitatedoingallthatshemightaskofme,Ineverin

mylifethoughtIwouldloveawomanthe

wayIdo,let’sjustsayIhavealwaysseenwomandifferently,like

amanisjustsupposetomarryone,

havekids,giveherallthemoneytotakecareofthekidsandthe

householdthenserviceyouinthesack

whenyouwantto,andlikeaGIdidallthatwiththemotherof

mydaughters,IlovedheryesbutIwas

notinlovewithher.Iknowthisbecauseshedidn’tmakemefeel

thewaySizaismakingmefeel,allthat

IamdoingforSizakelewillinglyshebeggedmetodoitbutI

refused.IgoesbacktowhatIhavealways



taughtmychildren,youdon’thavetotellamanwhattodoor

howheshouldtreatyou,butifheloves

youhewilldoeverythingforyouwithouthavingtoask,andI

finallybelieveinmyownteachings.

Gadaffiwalksintomewhistlinganicemelody,soonasIsee

himIgetupanddancetomyowntune,helaughs

Him‘’what’swithyou’’hesay’spouringadrink

Me‘’IamahappymanInlovemyfriendanditfeelssodamn

good’’henarrowshiseyes

Him‘’youlookstupidrightnowwiththatgrinonyourface’’I

laugh

Me‘’Idon’texpectyoutounderstand’’

Him‘’ohshit,youhitthatdidn’tyou?’’Ismile

Me‘’letmecorrectyoubrother,Imadelovetoher’’helaughs

andjumpsontopofmelikecrazyandwe

bothlaugh.

Him‘’finallyman,sohowwasit?’’hesayssittingdown

Me‘’Iamnottellingyouthat’’

Him‘’ohcomeonRazorbra’’Ilaugh



Me‘’let’sjustsaytight,warm,drivesmeinsane‘’hegetsmore

excited

Him‘’youluckybastard,youhaveafullpackage,beauty,

innocence,brains,greatcook,firebody,and

sheticksalltheboxesinthesacktoo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’sheisagoddess’’

Him‘’damnrightsheis,Iamhappyforyouman’’

Me‘’Iamhappyformetoo’’

Him‘’soissheupstairs’’

Me‘’nopeshewentbacklastnight,herotherboyfriendOlivia

calledandsaidshemissesherandjust

likethatsheleftme’’helaughs

Him‘’theyhaveagoodthinggoingon,Ijusthopeitwon’tbe

ruinedwhenyoutellyourdaughterswho

yourwomanis’’Isigh

Me‘’Iknowman,thatalonegivesmesomuchstress’’

Him‘’butiftheywanttoseeyouhappyliketheyalwayssay,

theywillhavetoacceptitandsupportyou

two’’

Me‘’Ihopeso,becauseIloveherman,andIlovethem,Ijust



don’twanttohaveonewithouttheother,

Iknowthat’sselfishofme’’

Him‘’noitisn’tbrother,youdeservetobehappytoo’’Inodand

myphoneringsandit’stheQueen

Me‘’Ineedtotakethis,it’stheMrs’’henodsandIwalkoutof

thestudy

Vusi

ThefactthatSizaspendstimeandevensleepsoveratMandla’s

placeisnotsittingwellwithmereally

whywouldhedothat,whywouldtheydothat,theyhaveno

righttobethatclose,Mandlaisbetraying

mereally,Ithoughthewasmyguy,andthathewouldtakecare

ofmyinterestsbutIguesshehas

alwaysbeenjealousofSizakeleandI,heshouldbehelpingme

makeamendswithhernottryingtowin

herovertohisside,aretheyevensleepingtogether,Ihatethis.

Ihaveneverbeensobetrayedbefore,

whathappenedtothebrocode,wearesupposetolookoutfor

eachothernotstabeachotheratthe



back,shewasminefirst,themotherofmydaughter,hehasno

rightwhatsoevertobetryinganything

withSiza,Iampissed,Ihavebeeninafoulmoodeversincethat

day,allIcanthinkaboutisher,afterall

thathashappenedsheisstillthewomanwhohastrulyhadmy

heart.icouldn’tspendonemoreminute

inmyhousecozallIkeepthinkingaboutisSizakelewhileMercy

keepsannoyingme,Ineedabreather

really,soIaskedmyguyStevetojoinme.Iwaswaitingforhis

atclubnation,Iwasalreadyhavinga

beer,hewalkedinandspottedmethenmadehiswaythrough

andsatdown.

Him‘’havingbeernoways’’Ilaughedandcalledthewaitress

Me‘’whatdoyouwanttodrink’’

Him‘’IfeellikehavingRemymartin’’hesaid

Me‘’getuswhathejustsaidand6bottlesofwater’’sheleft

Him‘’what’supwhereisMindlos,heisneverlate’’Ifrowned

Me‘’heisnotcoming,Ididn’tinvitehimover’’

Him‘’why,what’sgoingon’’



Me‘’canyoubelieveyourfriend,hespendssomuchtimewith

Siza,sheevensleepsathishouseand

cooksforhim’’

Him‘’andwhatiswrongwiththat,theyarefriends’’

Me‘’areyouforrealrightnowSteve,thebrokethebrocode’’he

laughs

Him‘’heisnotsleepingwithhermos,andwhatisittoyou’’I

rollmyeyes

Me‘’mustIspillitoutforyoumfethu’’

Him‘’Iamafraidyougoingtohavetodoexactlythat’’Isighin

frustration

Me‘’shewasthemotherofmydaughter’’

Him‘’thereoneyoutreatedliketrashbecauseshewasnotyour

type’’

Me‘’that’salowblowbutyes’’helaughs

Him‘’don’tbeahypocriteVusi,Mandlawasthereforthatgirl

whenyoubrokeher,hewasoneher

supportsystem,youonceevensaidMandlacanhaveherwhen

heaskedtoyoutotreatSizakelebetter,

nowthatsheallcleanedupandlookinglikeacitygirlwhocan

competewithyourMercysheissuddenly



themotherofyourdaughter,don’tmakemelaughwena’’I

swallowedhard,thathithome

Me‘’youdidn’thavetoberudeabout’’

Him‘’thenIwouldn’tbeyourmanifIdidn’tgiveittoyou

straightnowwouldI?’’

Me‘’IloveherSteveandhonestlyIwantmywomanback’’

Him‘’stopthisshitVusi,leaveheralone,shedeservesbetter,

youbrokeherandshewillneverlookat

youthesamewaytrustme,thebridgeisburnedman’’

Me‘’itwouldn’thurttotry’’

Him‘’goaheadandembarrassyourself,whatIwilltellyouisshe

isnolongerthatfarmJulia,who’s

worldusedtostartandendwithyou,sheisherownwoman

now,shedoesn’tneedyou’’

Me‘’wewillhavetowaitandseeIguess’’helaughsandshakes

hishead

Him‘’yazinlet’sjustdrinkandleaveallthistalkitisdepressing

me’’Isighandthewaitresscomesbackwithourorder,andwe

changethetopicinstantly.

Thandiwe



Hepromisedthathewillchangebutheneverwill,Sizwewill

alwaysbeadog,hethinksofnoonebuthis

damnself,nowhehasputmyhealthandthatofourunborn

babyatrisk,Iamlookingatthesetest

resultsandthemedicationonthetablewithtearsinmyeyes,

whyhaveIsubjectedmyselftothiskind

oflife,forwhatexactlyIdon’tknow,Iammiserablehere,and

nowIlethisconvincemesohaveanother

child,Iamstuckhere,Iamnothingmoretohimthanababy

makingmachineandawomanwhothe

publicwillacceptinhiseyes,awomanwhoisgoodenoughfor

hisimagenothisloyalty.Iamfedup

withthisman.Iwenttothegynecologistcozmyprivatepart

wasnotfeelingsogood,thesymptoms

wereveryalarming,sheransometestsandItestedpositivefor

gonorrhea,theDrsaidwecaughtit

earlyandifitwasundetectedIcouldhavemiscarriedorhad

prematuredeliverandifmybabymadehe

orshewouldhavebeenbornblindorevenhaveablood

infectionamongstotherthings.Whyismy



husbandsuchacheat,ifhecan’tkeepitinhispantswhy

doesn’theuseacondomatleast?Hewalked

inallhappyandshits.Hekissedmycheek,Icouldsmellacheap

perfumeonhim,Icouldn’tsoIjustlet

thetearsfalls.Hesatoppositemesmilingandhefrownedsoon

ashesawmyface

Him‘’haomaThawhat’swrongbaby’’onewouldthinkhecares

Me‘’whydon’tyouuseacondomwithyourhoesSizwe?’’

Him‘’don’tstartwithyourshitThandiwe,can’tIhavepeacein

myhouse,andyouwonderwhyIam

neverhome’’heattemptstowalkaway

Me‘’Icansmellherallthewayfromhere,atleastgiveher

moneytobuyadecentperfumenotthat

smallstreetparaffin’’helaughsandIwipemytears

Him‘’Idon’thavetimeforthisreally’’hesaidandturnedhis

back

Me‘’ifanythinghappenstomychildbecauseofyourinfidelities

Sizwe,Iwillleaveandtakemychild

withme’’heturnedbackandcameback



Him‘’whatthehellareyoutalkingabout’’Ithrowtheresultsat

himandhelookedathim,hisfaced

changed

Me‘’yougavemegonorrheaSizwe,itcouldhaveaffectedthe

baby,Icouldhavelostthispregnancy

Sizwe,doyoueverthinkaboutmyhealthwhenyousleppwith

themwithoutacondom’’heswallows

andstayssilent,that’safirst

Me‘’youaresoselfishSizwe,youthinkofnoonebutyourself,

doIreallymeannothingtoyouthatyou

couldputmeatrisklikethis’’hebrushedhisforehead

Him‘’IamsosorrymyLove.Idon’tknowIkeepdoingthisto

youbabyIamsorry’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whoisshe’’

Him‘’noonebaby,sheisamistake,IwillenditIpromise’’

Me‘’don’tlieyouknowyouwon’t’’hesighs

Him‘’didtheDrgiveyouashotofantibiotic?Howareyou

feeling?Isthebabyokay?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’asifyoucare’’Itakemypillsandwalkaway

Him‘’IamsorrymaTha’’



Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.Ihave

missedyouguyssomuch .Haveawonderfulweekend.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter34(notedited)

Sizwe

Ihaveneverbeensopowerlessinmyexistence,thereisnoway

Icantalkmywayoutofthissituation,I

can’tusereversepsychologyonthisone,andIdon’twantto

even,IjustwantThandiwetoforgiveme,I

understandIhurtheralotandshedidn’tdeserveallIdidtoher,

sheisthemotherofmykidsandshe

deservesbetter,ImeanhowcouldIhavebeensostupidtosleep

withjwithoutacondom,Ialwaysuse

acondom,butIdon’tknowIdecidednottowithher,nowmy

decisionsalmostcostmemyunbornchild

andIdon’tthinkThandiwewilleverforgiveme,Idon’tknowif

sheknowsthisbutIneedhermorethan



sheneedsme,Imeantheplantationinhervillageisstill

operatingandIstillworkwellwiththevillagers

cozofherdad,andthatmeansIcanlaundermymoneythrough

theplantation,againmyinternational

businesspartnersareverystrictwhenitcomestobusinessthey

insistonworkingwithfamilymanand

Thandiweisveryacceptableintheireyes,solosinghermeansI

losestabilityandIcan’thavethat.SoI

needtostartgettingmyshittogetheruntilthingsdiedown,I

haven’tsetfootattheclubforaweek

now,IevenwenttogettreatmentattheDrtooforthat

infection,Ineedtogohaveawordwiththat

tramp,Iwon’tloseeverythingbecauseofafloozy.Ifinish

preparingherlunchandIwalkupstairswithit

andhermeds,shewastoldtorest,soshespendsmostofher

timeinbed.Oursonwenttomymother’s

placeforawhiletillshefeelsbetter.Shefrownsassheseesme

walkingin.

Me‘’Ibroughtyoulunchsoyoucantakeyourmeds’’

Her‘’thanks’’Iplacethefoodinfrontofherandshestarts



eating

Me‘’sohowareyoufeelingtoday?’’

Her‘’muchbetter’’shesayscoollyandIsigh

Me‘’Ineedtogototheclubandsignsomedocuments’’

Her‘’dowhatyoumustSizwe’’

Me‘’babyplease,IknowyouthinkIamgoingtoherbutIam

notIneedtosignsomedocumentsandI

willcomebackIpromise’’

Her‘’Idon’tcareanymoreSizwe,dowhatyoumust’’

Me‘’IloveyouandIamverysorrybelieveIam’’shecontinued

eatinglikeIwasn’ttheretalkingtoher,I

justkissedherforeheadandwalkedoutdrivingtotheclub,Iget

thereandtheisalreadyavibeandI

spotherandtellKattotellhertocometomyoffice

immediately.Igetinfirstandpourandgulpmy

drinkthenshewalksinandcomestomeandstartsrubbingmy

D.Iletherbeforasecondandanger

justconsumedme.Iholdherthroatandshestrugglesto

breathe

Her‘’Sizwepleaseyouhurtingme’’shesayswithavoicebarely



audible

Me‘’yougivemefilthyinfectionsyouskank’’

Her‘’whatareyoutalkingabout?’’

Me‘’yougavemeadamnSTIman,youwerebusysleeping

aroundwhilesleepingwithmehuh’’

Her‘’whatareyoukiddingme,youalsosleepwithyourwifeshe

couldhavebeentheonewhogaveitto

youforallweknow’’Igotangrier;Itightenedmyholdaround

herthroat.

Me‘’mywifewouldnevereversleepwithsomeonewhoisnot

me,don’tyoudareblamemywifefor

yourfilth,Iwillkillrighthereandnow’’

Her‘’okay,okayIamsorrybabe’’

Me‘’don’tyoudarebabeme,Idon’twanttoseeyounearme

again,whateverthatwehadisdone,you

cankeepworkingherbutourfoolingaroundisover,Iwant

nothingtodowithyousickass’’Iletgoof

herthroatandshefallsdowncoughing,Itookmycarkeysand

left,Iamgoinghometomywife,Idon’t

wanttowastetimeandhaveherthinkIamsleepingwith

someoneelse.Untilweareinabetterstate



andshesafelydeliversthebabyIamdonewiththisshit.Ineed

togethertotrustmeagain

Siza

OhmyGodschoolhasbeenthemostamazingexperienceever,I

startedaweekagoandImustadmitI

wassoscaredbutIquicklyadapted,IremembermyfirstIgot

lostsomuchtryingtofindmylecture

halls,IthinkIwaslateforallmyclassesthatday,Iswearitwas

likeIdidn’tattendorientation,butI

quicklygotthehangofthingsandIcansafelysayIcannavigate

myselfaroundcampuswithless

difficulty.Ihaven’tmadefriendsasyetbutIaminagroupwith

2girlsandaguy,oneoftheprofessors

toldustogroupourselvesinto4’sforstudygroupsandsome

assignments.Theyallseemsmart,

especiallytheguy,heisirritatingthough,healwayswantstobe

closetome,heissomekindofarich

kid,hethinksheisentitledtoeverything,soIjustlethimbe.

Theothergirlissomeanmygod,she



thinkssheisthemostbeautifulgirlintheentireuniverse,oh

boyandshelovesattentiontothemoon

andback.Thenlastoneissweetanddowntoearth,herparents

arebothdoctorshenceshechoseto

studyittoo.Weworkwellasateambutasindividualsweare

totallydifferentpeopleItellyou.Wehave

onlyjuststartedbutthepressureisalreadythere,Iamhandling

itverywellthough.Iamonmywayto

seemyman,itisFridayandluckilywehaveonlytwoclasses,so

Idecidedtosurprisehim.TheUber

dropsmeoffandImakemywayin,thereceptionistrollsher

eyesandIjustchuckle.

Me‘’hey,ishefree?’’

Her‘’evenifhewashewouldmakeanopeningforyousogo

rightinthere’’shesayswithsomuch

annoyance.Iwalkintohisofficeandheisonacall,hesmilesas

heseesit’sme.Igoandsitonhislap

andhidemyheadinhisneck,hesnakeshisfreehandonmy

waistandsqueezes,ItakeinhisscentandI

amlostinit,hetakesafewkissesallovermyface,thecallgoes



onforabout20minutesandheisdone

helooksatmedeepinmyeyesthenkissmepassionately.

Him‘’whatalovelysurprise,Ihavemissedyousomuch’’Iblush

Me‘’Imissedyoutoolove’’weshareahug

Him‘’youknowIloveyouright?’’

Me‘’IknowthatMo,andIloveyoutooMr.Motaung’’he

blushes

Him‘’comelet’sgoseatonthecouch,Igetoffhimandaknock

onthedoorcomesthrough

Him‘’comein’’heshoutsandhisPAwalksin

Her‘’sorrytodisturbsir,butIamleavingnow,everyonehas

alreadyretiredfortheday,itisonlyyouin

thebuildingbutthesecurityisstillhere’’

Him‘’okaythankyou,seeyouonMonday’’shewalksoutandI

sitonthecouchandMostarts

unbuttoninghisshirt,Ithoughtforoneminutehewantedtodo

ithere

Him‘’Iwanttoshowyousomething,IgotitlastSundaynight’’

Me‘’whatisit?’’IaskasIseeawidebeautifulsmileonhisface,

thatmakeshisdimplessovisiblemakes



mefeelsometypaway.Hetakesoffhisshirtandthevestand

theisahugetattooofmyfaceonhis

chestOMGishecrazy,itismeonhisbody,itlookssobeautiful,

tearsforminmyeyesandheblushes

Me‘’babyIuhmwhatwhythough’’Imumble

Him‘’becauseIloveyouandIwanttoseeyourfaceevenwhen

younotaround’’Iblushandletatear

fall

Me‘’Iloveitsomuch,itisbeautiful,Iambeautiful’’hesmiles

widerandchuckles

Him‘’whataboutthisone?’’heturnsaroundandthereismy

nametattooedacrosshisback,Igaspfor

air,IamshockedIdon’tknowwhattosayreally

Me‘’Iloveyousomuch’’Istandupandhughimfrombehind;he

turnsandfoldsmetightinhisarms.

Thismanneverceasestoamazeme

Him‘’IloveyoumoreSizakele,andyouaremyonetruelove’’I

blushandwegoseatonthecouchandI

ambetweenhislegswithmyheadonhischest,wearehavinga

lightconversationandhekeepstelling

mestoriesthatcrackmeup,hecanbesofunnywhenhewants,



weseatlikethisforhours,weordered

pizzaandweate,hewasnowwearinghisshirt,wecontinued

talking,hewassharinghischildhoodwith

meand,Iamimpressedthathemadesomethingofhimself

fromthekindofbackgroundheisfrom.I

alsosharedsomepartsofmylifewithhim,andheaskedmeto

tellhimmoreaboutSiphepheloandI

gladlydid,itfeltgoodtalkingaboutmyownguardianangel.He

askedmetokisshimandIdid.Hisoffice

dooropenedandweheardsomethingbreak,wegotupandit

wasOlivia,Icouldn’tmisstheshockon

herface.Iwassoembarrassed,Ididn’twanthertofindoutlike

this,Iwantedtobetheonetotellher

Her‘’nowIseewhyyouwouldn’ttellmewhoyourboyfriendis,

youaresleepingwithmyfatherSizakele

howcouldyou’’

Me‘’IamsosorryLiv,Ididn’twantyoutofindoutlikethis,Iam

sorry’’

Her‘’why,isitbecauseofthemoney,isthatit?’’

Me‘’noitisnotIswear,IlovehimOliviaIreallydo’’

Her‘’areyouhearingyourselfspeakrightnow,heismyfather



andyouaresupposedtobemybest

friend’’

Me‘’IknowandIswearitwasnevermyattentiontofallinlove

withhimitjusthappened’’shelaughed

Her‘’Ican’tbelieveyou,youactedallinnocentkanteyouare

nothingmorethanawolfinsheepskin,

youseducedmyfatherSizakele,Imeanwhatisthisareyou

havingdaddyissues’’Iwasnowcrying.Mo

steppedinfrontofme

Him‘’okayOliviathatisenough,ifyouwanttoblamesomeone

blameme,shewasafraidtoexploreher

feelingsformebecauseshewasscaredofwhatitmightdoto

yourfriendship,SizakelelovesyouLiv,

pleasedon’tcondemnherforlovingmecozIlovehertoo,

pleasetryandunderstand,weneverplanned

forthistohappen,wearejusttwopeopleinlove’’shelaughed

Me‘’Livplease’’

Her‘’Igiveittoyoushame,themutiyouusedonhimisstrong’’

Him‘’Oliviathat’senoughplease’’

Her‘’nodaddyitisn’t,can’tyousee,sheisusingyoutogetback



atMercyfortakingVusifromher’’I

criedharder,howcouldshebesayingallthesethingstome,it

hurts

Me‘’that’snottrueIswear,Ilovehim,IloveyoufatherOliviaI

reallydo’’

Her‘’heismyfatherSiza,myfather.Couldn’tyouavoidthis’’

Me‘’ItriedbelievemeItried,butIjustcouldn’tOlivia.Ilovehim

pleasetryandunderstand’’

Her‘’don’tmakemelaugh’’

Him‘’LivbabyIknowyouarehurtandfeelbetrayedbutplease,

youhaveseenhowhappyIhavebeen

forthepastmonths,sheisthereason,shemakesmehappy,she

lovesmeOlivia,Iamevenchangingmy

waysbecauseofher,shemakesmewanttobecomeabetter

manforallofyou,pleasesupportus’’

Her‘’daddypleaseseeherforwhoshereallyis’’

Him‘’sheisthesamepersonyoubefriended,thesameinnocent

andhumblesoulyoulovelikeasister’’

Her‘’thereisnothinginnocentaboutherdaddy,sheisa

schemerandshehasbeenexposed,Iregret

everlovingyouSizakele’’herwordspiercedthroughmyheart,



whysayingallthis,Iloveherfather,that

istheonlycrimeIamguiltyfor

Her‘’daddyyouaregoingtohavetochose,it’seitherMercyand

IORhe’’

Him‘’babypleasedon’tmakemechoosebetweenthemy

daughtersandmysoulmate,Iwouldn’t

survivewithouteitherofyou’’hesaysgoingclosertohis

daughterandcuppingherface

Him‘’pleaseLivpleaseacceptthisplease’’

Her‘’IamgoingtopackmystaffandmoveintoMercy’sfora

while,Iamgivingyoutwoweekstofinda

placeandgetthehelloutofmyapartment.DaddyIamgiving

you24hourstomakeyourdecision’’

Me‘’OliviapleaseIbegyou’’

Him‘’Livplease,Iloveherplease’’shewalkedoutandbanged

thedoor,Isatdownandcriedmyeyes

out,Motookmeintohisarmsandcomfortedme

Him‘’Iamsorrymylove,butIamnotloosingyou,Iwillhave

youandbothmykidsinmylifeIpromise.



Olivia

Ileftmyfather’sofficefuming,howdareshe,sheseducesmy

fatherandactslikeaninnocentsaint,

knowingthatdeepdownsheisaconnivinglittlebitch,who

cametoJozitosurvive,whydidIthinkshe

wasanydifferentfromalltheotherswhotriedtogetinmy

father’sbedformoney.Sizareallyhurtme,I

lovedhersomuch,shewaslikeasistertome,andtothinkthat

Isidedwithherovermyownblood

sistersetsmeoffcompletely.Igettotheapartmentandstart

packingafewthingsandmytoiletryand

importanttextbooksandnotes,thenIleftanddrovetoMercy’s

house,Ifindherinherbedroompaintinghertoenails.

Her‘’whatanicesurprise,whatbringsyouhere’’

Me‘’beforeIcantellyou,Ineedastrongdrink’’shenarrowed

hereyes

Her‘’thebarhaseverything,gohelpyourself’’Iwalkeddown

stairsandshefollowedme,Ipoursmyself

3glassesofwhiskyandgulpthemdown.Shewaslookingatme



shocked

Her‘’whatthefuckhappened’’

Me‘’younotgoingtobelievethis’’

Her‘’outwithitalreadyLiv’’sheisnowagitated

Me‘’Imetdad’sgirlfriend’’shesmiled

Her‘’youdon’tsay,whoisshe,isshebeautiful?SomeoneI

know?’’Ipouranotherdrink

Me‘’areyousureyouwanttoknowsis?’’

Her‘’obviouslyOliviahao’’Isigh

Me‘’Siza’’hefacechangedimmediately

Her‘’waitwhat?AsinSizayourfriend?Myfiancésex?’’

Me‘’theoneandonly’’

Her‘’Iknewit.Iknewitthatshewasn’tassweetassheclaimed

tobe’’

Me‘’IwishIhadlistenedtoyou’’shepoursherselfadrink

Her‘’wecan’tletthathappened’’

Me‘’Ialreadytolddadtochoosebetweenusandher’’she

smiled

Her‘’goodgirl,andweallknowwhohewillchoose’’



Me‘’exactly,Razorlivesforus,hewillbeheresoon’’

Her‘’thanwehavenothingtoworryabout’’Isigh,Istillcan’t

believeSiza

Me‘’Ineedaplacetocrash’’shelaughed

Her‘’sheshouldhavebeentheonetomoveoutnotyou’’

Me‘’Itoldhertomoveoutin2weekstime’’shesmiles

Her‘’nodon’tletherkeepit,telldadtogetyouanapartmentin

thenorth’’

Me‘’Imightjust,Ineedanupgradeafterall’’

Her‘’exactly’’

Me‘’letmegogetmythingsfromthecar,Ineedahotshower’’

Her‘’okayIwillgocallmymantoinformhimthatyouwill

stayingwithusinthetimebeing’’

Me‘’okaycool’’shewalkedawayandItakeoutmyphoneand

seeamillionmissedcallsfromSiza,mxm.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewiththeothers.

rememberparticipationiskeyThankyouforthesupport.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter35(notedited)



Razor

IamnotloosingSiza,Iamnotlosingmydaughters,Iamnot

selfishforwantingthemall,Ilovethemand

myentireexistenceisforthem,Ihavelivedmylifeforthegirls

andmadesurethattheywantfor

nothing,Ihaveensuredthattheyarehappy,whycan’ttheysee

thatshemakesmehappy,whyisithard

toacceptthatmyhearthaschosenher,yessheisyoung,but

howarewesupposetopretendthatwe

don’tloveeachother.SizakeleismylifelineandIamnotletting

hergo,iftheylovemetheywill

understandandsupportus.IamdefeatedIdidn’twanttheir

relationshiptobetaintedbythis,yesI

knewtheywouldbeshockedbutnottotellmetochoose

betweenthemandher.Theyarenotbeing

fair.Mywomanhasn’tbeenansweringmycallsfor2daysnow,I

triedgoingtoherapartmentbutshe

doesn’topenforme,shetoldmetochoosemychildren,sheis

soselflessbutIamnotlettingher



sacrificeourlovelikethis.IamatGadaffi’splace,maybehewill

tellmewhattodo,infactIknowwhatI

needtodoIjustneedafriend.

Him‘’thisisnothappening,Oliviacan’taskyoutochoose’’Isigh

Me‘’wellbrothershedidandmydeadlinewasyesterday,can

youbelievethis’’

Him‘’why,theyweretheone’sreadytokissherfeetformaking

youhappy’’

Me‘’andshemakesmehappyG,sheismyhappiness,andthe

factthatsheisnottalkingtomehurtsso

bad’’

Him‘’whywhathappened,whyisn’tshetalkingtoyou’’

Me‘’shesayssheismakingthingseasyforme,shewant’smeto

choosethegirls,sosheisremoving

herselffromtheequation’’

Him‘’what,noman’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowwhattodoGadafi,Imissher,sheisnotokay

tooandsheneedsme,hellIneedher’’

Him‘’youneedtotalktothegirls,Ihaveseenhowyoulookat



Siza,Ihaveneverseenyoulikethat,you

arehappyandtheymustjustletyoube’’

Me‘’yeahIamplanningongoingtoseethem’’

Him‘’itisOliviayouneedtoworkon’’

Me‘’exactly,Mercyisanonefactorinthisequation,shewill

nevercuttieswithme,nomatterhowmad

sheisatme,butOliviacould,shehasdoneitbefore,andIcan’t

loseheragain’’

Him‘’makethemunderstandwhatshemeanstoyou’’

Me‘’Ihopetheygivemeachancetoexplainandgivemetheir

blessing’’

Him‘’justdon’tletthemmanipulateyou,standyourgroundand

fightforyoulove’’

Me‘’Iplanto,Iknowtheyaremyweaknessbutnowmyheart

andsoulisinvolved,ithasbeenahectic

2dayswithoutherandIcannotimaginemylifewithouther,I

needhermorethanIeverrealized’’

Him‘’pleasefightthis,yougivingmehope,youmakemewant

tofindmyownSizakele’’

Me‘’letmegetgoingthen’’



Him‘’callmeafteryoutalktothem’’

Me‘’willdoman,thankyou’’

Him‘’surebrother’’wefistbumpandIwalktomycaranddrive

toMercy’shouse,Iampleasedtosee

bothOlivia’scarinthedriveway,Ineedtotalktohermore

thanMercy,hersupportwillmean

everythingtomeandespeciallySizakele.Isitinthecarawhile

tryingtocomeupwithhowIwillgoabouteverything

Olivia

Ithasbeen2dayssinceIgavemyfatherthatultimatum,andhe

hasn’tgottenbacktome,hehasn’t

evencalled,whatifhedecidedtochooseheroverus,ohmyGod,

whatifheistiredoflivingforus,he

mighthaveconcludedthathehasdonesomuchforusandthat

wearegrownenoughtobeabletotake

careofourselves.IknowIhavecutcontactwithmydadbefore,

buthehasbeenthemostamazing

parentIcouldeveraskfor,IwishIdidn’tmakehischoose

betweenusandSizakele.Ican’tlosemy



father;itwasselfishofmetoaskthatofhim.Idon’tknowwhat

cameoverme,ontheotherhandguilt

hasbeeneatingthroughmealive,allIsaidtoSiza,itwasbad,I

tookittoofar,Ishouldn’thavehurther

likethat,butIwasshocked,neverinamillionhaveIthoughtI

willwalkinonmybestfriendandmy

fatherineachother’sarmsclaimingtheirlove,Ilovethemboth

buthowispossibleforthemtoevenfall

inlovewitheachother,Imeanheisoldenoughtobeherfather,

oramIjudgingthesituationwithout

understandingit.IhavebeentemptedtogoseeSiza,butpride

combinedwithguiltwon’tletmedoit.I

havebeeninMercy’shousenotevengoingtoschoolhoping

andprayingthatmyfatherwalksin.The

doorbellringsandaminutelatermydaddywalkedinandstood

bythedoorwithhishandsburieddeep

inhispockets,helooksdefeated,likehehasn’tsleptatall.We

stareateachotherforaminuteandhebreaksthesilence.

Him‘’heybaby’’hesaysinalowvoice

Me‘’heydaddy’’



Him‘’howareyou?’’

Me‘’Iamfinethanks,howareyou?’’

Him‘’Ihavebeenbetter,whereisyoursister”

Me‘’sheflewtoCapeTownlastnight’’henods

Him‘’canwetalk’’

Me‘’sure,comeseatdown’’hesitsandIgopourussomething

todrink,juiceformeandwhiskyforhim

Him‘’thankyou’’Ismilenotknowingwhattosay,Ihavenever

seenmyfatherlikethisbefore

Me‘’daddy,IknowI’’hedisturbsme

Him‘’letmespeakfirstplease’’

Me‘’noproblem’’Isip

Him‘’sheisnotpickingmycallsorlettingmeinatthe

apartment,shekindofbrokeupwithmesoI

couldchoseyouandyoursister,andtotellyouthetruth,Imiss

her’’IamshockedIdon’tknowhowto

respondtothat,soSizabrokeupwithhimforus

Him‘’youknowOliviaIloveher,andthepast2dayshavebeen

hellforme.Ijustwishshecouldanswer

herphone,justsoIknowsheisokayatleast’’Iswallowhard



Him‘’weweregoingtocomecleaneventually,shejustdidn’t

wanttohurtyou,shedidn’twantyouto

feelbetrayedbyherbutshelovesmeOliviaandwemakeeach

otherhappy,atleastIknowshedoes,

youknowIsteppeddownasthecartelboss’’whaaaaattttRazor,

myfather,lefttheunderworld

Me‘’what?When?Why?’’hesmiles

Him‘’yeah,Iamnolongeracartelboss,allmydealingsarelegal

now,ithasbeenafewmonthsnow,

butitbecameofficialafewweeksago.Andtheanswertoyour

whyisSizakele,IdidthisforherinfactI

didthisbecauseshemakesmewanttobeabetterman,she

givesmehopeforabetterfuture,afuture

withher,IloveherOlivia,Ineedherinmylife,Ineedyouto

supportme,Iamhappywithher,sheismy

soulmate,andIamsorryithadtobeher,yourbestfriend,but

sheiswhoIneedinmylife’’hesounds

sosincere,hegotupandstartedunbuttoninghisshirt,okay

whatishedoing,hestopsonthelast

buttonandlooksatmewithpleadingeyesandguiltcontinues

doingtheroundswithme.heexhaled



anddidthelastbuttonandremovedhisshirt,ohmyGodthere

isahugetattooofSiza’sfaceonhis

chest,itissobeautiful,heturnsaroundandtheisoneofher

nameacrosshisback,Iamshocked,Icant

believethis,helovesherOMG.

Him‘’OliviaIloveher’’hesaysinalowlowvoice.Ifeelsobad

forbreakingthemup,hehasbeenso

happyforthepastfewmonths,heevenleftthecartelafterI

beggedhim,hefinallydiditbecauseof

her,amIbeingselfishforwantinghimtochose,heishappy,he

isinlove,hehasneverbeenlikethis

withanywoman,notevenourmother.Hewalkstowardsme

andkneelsdown

Him‘’pleaseOliviaplease,shemakesmehappy,Iamsorryfor

hurtingyoubyfallingforyourfriend,Iam

sorrybutIneedherOlivia,Iloveher,pleaseallowmetobe

happyallowmetodieahappyman,forgive

usbaby,pleasegiveusyourblessingnana,Ineedherplease,he

hadtearsinhiseyes,hewastryingso

hardnottoletthemfallbuthefailed.OMGIhaveneverseen

myfathercrynotforanyonenotfor



anything.Theyloveeachother,whoamitostandintheirway,

hehaslivedallhislifeensuringthatwe

arehappyandtakencareof,hehasneverevenoncecomplained,

itistimehealsobecomeshappyand

ifSizaiswhomakeshimhappyIwillnotstandintheirway.I

willnotbeareasonformyfatherbeing

miserable,Iwillnot.Istandupfromthecouchandkneelin

frontofhimandhughim,hereturnsthehug

andIcryGodIfeelsobad.

Me‘’Iamsorrydaddy,Iamsosorry’’

Him‘’Iamsorrytoobabygirl,wedidn’tmeantohurt,wejust

fellinlove’’

Me‘’theheartwantswhatitwantsright’’helaughs

Him‘’yesandminewantsSiza,andIamsorry’’

Me‘’don’tbedaddy,Iwillsupportyourrelationshipwithher’’he

brokethehugandlookedatmewith

halfasmile

Him‘’really?Areyousure?’’

Me‘’Iamverysure,Isupportyouguys’’hesmilesandkissesmy

foreheadandwehugagain



Him‘’Iloveyouprincess’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoodaddy,anditisreallyniceseeingyouhappy’’

hesmilesandwestandupandsit,Iput

myheadonhislapandhestrokesmyhair.

Him‘’thankyouOlivia’’Ismile

Me‘’itsokaydaddy,behappyokay’’

Him‘’thatIam,Ijustneedtogoandtalktoher,tellheryou

supportus,afterallyouarethereasonshe

felttheneedtodumpme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’thenwhyareyoustillhere,gotalktomystepmommy’’we

bothlaugh

Him‘’borrowmeyourkey,shewon’topenthedoorforme’’I

laughandtakeitoutofmybagandgiveit

tohim

Him‘’Iwillcallyoulaterokay’’Ismile

Me‘’okaydaddy’’hehugsmeandwalksouthappierthanwhen

hearrivedandtotellyouthetruth,Iam

feelingmuchbettertoo,Ijustneedtofixthingsbetweenmy

bestfriendandI.



Siza

2daysofpuretorture,ImissMolemosomuch,butIwillnever

lethimbeinapositionwherehehasto

chose,heloveshischildrenandIhadtomakeiteasierforhim.I

wasaparentandIknowIwouldhave

chosenmychildanydayoveranything,asmuchasithurtsI

needtosacrificethisforhisandOlivia,I

lovethemwithallmyheartsoIwouldn’twanttoseethemnot

ongoodtermsbecauseofme.Ihave

beenclosingmyselfintheapartment,hehasbeencallinga

milliontimes,Icouldn’tanswercozitwould

hurtsomuchhearinghimaskingmenottodothistous,he

alsocamehereafewtimesandIdidn’t

openforhim,thelessweseeofeachother,thefasterwewill

getoverthis,ithurtsthough,Iwishthings

wereabitdifferent,Ilovehimbutthecircumstancesaroundus

won’tallowustobehappy.Ijustgot

backfromcampus,itwasahecticday,Ijustwanttoshowereat

andthengetsomestudyingdone.Igetintheshower,andstand

underthehotcascadingwaterthatsoothsmybody,Ifeelthe



tensionget

released,myshowergelislavenderandweallknowithasa

calmingandrelaxingfeeling,damnIneeded

thisshower,itdidmegood.Istoodunderthewaterforalmost

30minutes.Igetoutandwrapatowel.I

gotothefridgeandtakeoutthemince,Iammakingspaghetti

Bolognese,itwon’ttaketoomuchtime.I

placethemonthestovetoboilsolongIgolotionmybody.I

walkintomyroomandscreammylungs

out

Him‘’shhhhbabyssshhhhit’sjustmelovesorry’’Istop,my

heartpounding

Me‘’howdidyougetinherMo,IknowIlockedthedoor’’

Him‘’IusedOlivia’skeytoletmyselfin,Iknewyouwouldn’t

openformeifIhadknockedlikeanormal

person’’Isigh

Me‘’whydidn’tyouwaitinthelounge,youalmostgavemea

heartattack’’

Him‘’Iamsorrymyloveokay’’

Me‘’it’sokay,whatareyoudoinghereMo,IthoughtI’’hecut

meoffbeforeIcouldfinishsaying



anything.

Him‘’Iknowbutthingsaredifferentnowmylove’’

Me‘’youknowIloveyoubutyourkidswillneveracceptmeand

thatwon’tbehealthyforeitherofus’’

heissmilinglikealunatic

Him‘’areyougoingtoletmespeakmylove’’Isigh

Me‘’goon,andwhyareyousmilinglikethat’’hechuckles

Him‘’becauseIloveyouandbecauseOliviagaveusher

blessing’’myeyeswiden

Me‘’whatwhatdoyoumeanshegaveusherblessing’’

Him‘’Imeanexactlythatbaby.WehaveOlivia,shesupports

andisfinewithmeandyoubeing

together’’ohmyGod,mytearsfallandIjustgoandattackMo

withahug,hepicksmeupandIwrap

mylegsaroundhiswaistandburymyfaceinhisneck

Me‘’howdidyoudoitlove’’Iasksmiling

Him‘’kissmefirstandIwilltellyou’’IgiggleandIkisshim

slowlyandpassionately

Me‘’Ihavemissedyousomuch’’

Him‘’Iwasdyingwithoutyou,neverdothistomeagainokay’’I



blush

Me‘’neverever,Iloveyousomuch’’hekissesme

Him‘’Iloveyoutoobaby’’

Me‘’nowhowdidyoudoit’’helaughs

Him‘’nothingreally,Ijustpouredoutmyhearttoher,Itoldher

thetruth,thatisallIhad’’Ismile

Me‘’thankyoufornotgivinguponus’’

Him‘’IaminthistillthedayIdie’’Ikisshim

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat,mypotswillburn,letmelotionand

finishcooking’’

Him‘’okaydothat,andpackabagfortheentireweek,youare

visitingyourboo’’

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat’’Isayexcitedly

Him‘’Iwillbedrivingyoutoschoolandpickingyouupmyself,

wecannowevengooutinpublic,Iwill

beabletoholdyourhandandkissitwithfearofmychildren

seenus’’Ismile

Me‘’Ican’twaitforallofthat’’Ilotionwhileheislookingatme

likeasnack,oncedoneIwearmymini

orangesummerdressandslippers,wegotothekitchenandI



finishcookingandItransferthefoodinto

Tupperwarecontainers,hetakesmytravelbagandwithmy

clothesandtextbooks,Ifollowhimwiththe

foodandmyhandbagandlockthedoorandwedrivetohis

house.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewiththeothers

Siza’stribulations

Chapter36(Notedited)

Siza

Lifehasbeenatotalbliss,IamhappywithMolemo,sleeping

andwakingupnexttohimhastobeoneof

thenicestthingsintheworld,butIamonlydoingthisforthis

week,wedeservedthis,Imeanwealmost

brokeupsonowwejustwanttoenjoybeinginarelationship

withouthiding,butwewon’tbedoingthis

frequentlyheyIhavealreadybeenthroughonecohabitationI

don’twantanotherone,thingsbetween



MoandIhavetobedoneintherightway,hehaskepttohis

promise,ofdrivingtoandpickingmeup

fromschool,andImustsayitisaniceexperiencereally.I

haven’tseenorheardfromOlivia,Iguessshe

hasgivenusherblessingsbutIhavelostherasmybestfriend,I

understandherthough,shefeels

betrayedandtoomuch.Iwillnotpressureherintoanythingbut

Iwillalwaysloveherandverygrateful

tohavehersupport.Iaminthekitchenpreparingsome

breakfastforthemanofthehouse,heisstillin

bed,Iwhippedafullfarmhousebreakfastandsqueezedfresh

orangestomakejuice.Heworkstoohard,

Ijustwantustohaveachilledweekend,Iamevengoingtoask

himtoswitchoffhisphone,thosewho

needtotalktohimwillhavetobetransferredtohisassociates,

heisnotMr.hotshotlawyerthis

weekend,heissimplySizakale’sman.Ifinishwiththebreakfast

andgosetitupinthegarden,that’shis

favoriteplacetoeatinthemorning.Hecomesdownstairs

whistlingagreatmelody,heisinhisdenim

Capriandhisisnotwearinganyt-shirtandshoes,helooksso



damnsexy,myfaceonhischestgetsmeblushing

Him‘’likewhatyousee’’hesay’steasingme

Me‘’whowouldn’t,Imeanhaveyouseenyourself’’

Him‘’Itryhardnottocrushonmyself’’Ilaugh

Me‘’arrogantmuch’’hechuckles

Him‘’notallmybaby’’hewalkstowardsmeandweshareabrief

kiss

Me‘’breakfastisready’’hesmilesandrubshishandstogether

Him‘’ahhhseewhyIloveyou,marrymealready’’

Me‘’maybeinabout2yearslove’’hefrowns

Him‘’fairenoughmybaby’’hetakesmyhandandwewalkto

thegarden

Me‘’baby’’Isayafterweseatdown

Him‘’whyareyoumakingthatface,youknowIletyougetaway

witheverythingwhenyouputonthat

face,whatamIabouttoagreeonSizakele’’Iblinkacoupleof

timesandhesighs

Me‘’Iwantnointerruptionstoday,socanwekindlyswitchoff

yourworkcellphonewhoeverneedsyou



willhavetocontactyourassociatesoryourPA’’hechuckles

Him‘’Ididn’tseethatonecomingmylovebutokay,whatdo

youwantustodotoday’’

Me‘’youhadahecticday,sotodayIjustwantyoutorelaxand

belazywithyourstruly,wecanbinge

watchsomemedicalandlawseriesinthecinemaandorder

somejunkandhavesomewine’’hesmiles

Him‘’okayIamallforthat,Icoulddowithdoingnothingfor

today,andismakinglovetoyouonthe

table?’’Iblush

Me‘’wehavethewholehousetoourselvessoIdon’tseewhy

not’’hebiteshislowerlipandIblush

Him‘’yousureknowhowtomakeamanfeelspecialSizakele’’I

smile

Him‘’Iwanttotakeyouaway,wherewouldyoulovetogo

outsidethecountry’’Igetexcited

Me‘’uhm,Ihavebeencravingtosee,ZanzibarandrecentlyBali

ortheMaldives’’henods

Him‘’weshouldgetyoutravelingdocumentssoonthen’’Ifind

myselfonhislapkissinghimliketomorrowdoesn’texist

Him‘’keyaoratamothowaka’’hehardlyspeakshishome



languageandwhenhedoesIgetgoosebumps.

Mercy

Alothasbeenhappeninginmylife,mymanisactinglikeabrat

ontheothermyfatherisdatingSizakele

whohappenstobemyman’sex,canyouseehowmessedthat

is,it’sliketheuniverseisagainstme

thesedays.IjusthadtogoonaminivacationandfasthenceI

optedforCapeTown,itwasrefreshing,I

didsomeretailtherapy,wenttogetpamperedattheirspa,

wenttoswimintheoceanandkisseda

strangerortwoundertheinfluence,Ihadsomuchfunman,I

almostforgotmyproblemsforaminute,

nowIjustlandedinthisbusycitymyGod,Ishouldhavestayed

anotherday,Iamnotreadytofaceall

thedramainmylife,butwhatIneedtoknowisifRazorfinally

gotridofthatgirl.Ican’tdealshame,the

uberdropsmeoffatmyhouseandIgetinwheelingmyluggage,

IgetinandOliviahasFrankOceanbustingthroughmy

speakers



Me‘’myGodOlivia,doyouwanttobreakmywindowsgeez’’she

lowersthevolumeandlaughs

Her‘’sorrysis’’

Me‘’andwhendidyoubecameafrankOceanfan’’

Her‘’heisSiza’sfavoriteartistsohismusickindofgrewonme’’

Ifrownatthatmentionofthatgirl

Me‘’okaydeletethat,wedon’tneedanyreminderofthattrash’’

shelooksdown

Her‘’comeonsisit’sjustmusic,howwasCape?’’

Me‘’itwasfun,sohasdadgottenridofher’’shesighs

Her‘’Mercyeish’’okaywhyisshebeinglikethis

Me‘’whatOlivia?’’

Her‘’helovesher,theyloveeachother’’Ican’tbelievethis

Me‘’whatareyoufreakinglistentoyourselfrightnow’’

Her‘’hewasheremercy,youdidn’tseehim,heevengotonhis

kneesandbegged,hecried,hehasa

tattooofherfaceandnameonhisbody,heloveshersis’’I

couldn’tbelievethis,isshebeingforreal

rightnow



Me‘’soyoulethimbewithher,youaresupportingthemnow’’

Her‘’yesMercy,Iam’’

Me‘’youaresofuckenweakOlivia,fuckyou,howdareyou,she

isnothingmorethanagolddigger,why

can’tyouallseeherforwhosheis’’

Her‘’justgivethemachanceMercy’’

Me‘’whatchance,theisnochancetheyaregettingfromme,

theyshouldjustforgetit,theywillnever

betogetherforaslongasIleave’’Iamsomad,howdareshe

Her‘’Mercypleasejusttalktodadplease,youwillseehow

genuineheis’’Ilaughandthrowmyphone

tothewallandscreaminfrustration

Me‘’youarenothearingme,myfatherwillneverbewiththat

girl,youmightbeokaywiththisbullshit

butIamnot,Iwillneverbe’’

Her‘’itisnotourchoicetomake’’Igiveheradeathstareand

sheshutsup.

Me‘’ohyesitis,andRazorhastorememberthatsweetheart’’

Her‘’justcalmdownandgotalktodaddyplease’’

Me‘’youaremakingmemoreangryrightnow,Isuggestyougo



upstairsandpackyourshitandgetthe

helloutofmyhouse’’shegigglesandclapsherhands

Her‘’justwow’’

Me‘’yeswow,getoutOlivia’’shewalkedupstairsandIsighand

clickmytongue,thenervemxm.

Olivia

Icouldn’tbelieveMercy,shereallythrewmeoutofherhouse

likeadog,justbecauseIgavemyfather

myblessingtobehappy,Iwishshecouldhaveseenhowsincere

Razorwas,heevenleftthecartel,that

isbigforhim,helovedbeingacrimelordhavingallthepower

andpeoplefearinghim,butnowheis

okaywithjustbeingalegitbusinessman,thataloneproves

thathelovesher.Iwaspackingmythings

backinmybag,Ijustwantedtobegonefromthishouse,before

wegetintoamoreseriousfight,Itake

mystaffandwalkdownstairsandsheishavingadrink

standingbythedoor,Ijustpassedherwithout



sayinganything,shebangsthedoorsoonasiamoutofthe

doorIlaugh,shecanbedramaticshame.I

getmythingsinthebootofmycaranddrivebacktothe

apartment;IhopeSizaisthere,Ireallyneedto

talktoher.Igetthereandparkandretrievemybagandtakea

lifttoourfloor,Igetinanditissoquite,i

gettomyroomandjustleavethebagwithoutunpacking,Isigh

andgoknockonSiza’sdoor,theisno

answersoIjustopenandgetinandsheisnotinthere,Isigh

andwalktoherpedestal,theisapictureof

usframedthere,Itakeitandsmile,Imisshersomuch.ipace

theframedownandwalkedoutandgota

bottleofwineandaglassandsatdownonthecouchwaiting

forher,maybeshewenttothemall.ButI

finishtheentirebottleandshehasn’tarrived,itcliquesthatshe

mightbewithmydad,IguessIwillsee

hertomorrowthen,Ichangeintosomethingniceandmakemy

waytoclubnation.Igetthereanditisa

chilledvibe,itisnotyetpackedandIfindatableandsit.Icall

myfriendTebogowhohappenstobevery

gaytojoinme,andhesayshewillbeherewithinthehoursoI



justwaitforhim.Iorderabottleofciroc

andcranberrytomixwith.TheybringmyorderandIstart

drinkingandenjoyingthemusic.Ispotthe

ownerSizweapproaching,Ineverlikedtheguy,hewasin

businesswithdad,andhesitsoppositeme

Him‘’ifit’snotoneoftheMotaung’sPrincesses,Olivia,howare

you?’’

Me‘’Sizwe,Iamfinethanks’’

Him‘’younotgoingtoaskmehowIam?’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’that’sbecauseIdon’tcare’’hechuckles

Him‘’youhaveneverreallylikedmemuch’’

Me‘’yougotthatright’’Isiponmydrink

Him‘’soIhaveseenyouwithSizaafewtimes,youtwo

friends?’’

Me‘’bestfriendsyes’’hesmiles

Him‘’goodtoknow,howisshe?Howisschoolgoingforher?’’

Me‘’whatisittoyou’’

Him‘’sheusedtoworkhereformeIamsureyouknowthat,I

justwantedtofindouthowsheisthat’s



all,Iamnotamonsteryouknow’’

Me‘’sheisfine’’Isayhopinghewouldstandupandleave

Him‘’great,soissheseeingsomeonelikeaboyfriend’’Ilaugh

Me‘’howisthatanyofyourbusiness’’

Him‘’Iamjustcurious’’

Me‘’youareamarriedman,youshouldonlybecuriousabout

yourwife,notmyftiend’’

Him‘’IknowthatIammarried,sopleaseanswermyquestion’’

Me‘’letmewarm,ifyouwerethinkingoftryingsomethingwith

herforgetit,shehassomeone’’

Him‘’mmmhhokay,andisthegoatsomeoneIknow’’Ichuckle

Me‘’yeahheisandtrustmeleaveSizaalone’’

Him‘’why’’hesay’slaughing

Me‘’becausethepersonsheiswithwillcutyourballsoffand

makeyoueatthem’’hesmiles

Him‘’boooothatisscary’’hesay’sandIspotTebogo,Iwave

andhecomestowardsme

Me‘’ifyoudon’tmindpleaseexcuseme,myfriendishere,Iam

sureyouhaveotherimportantmatterstoattendto’’hesmiles

andgetsupandleavesmytable



Dali

IgettothebusycityandImustsaythisisnotwhatIhad

expected,thechaoshereisscary,andIwishI

couldjustgobacktothevillage.Iaskthetaxidriverwhodrove

thetaxiherefromthevillagetoshowme

howtogettomyson’saddress.HetellsmethatIwillhaveto

takeanUberbecausetaxisthatsideare

hardtocomeby.WhatintheLordsnameisUber,Iexplainthat

Idon’tevenknowwhatitis,hepitied

meanddrovemethereanddroppedmeoff,thehouseisso

beautifulandbig,nothingIhaveseeninmy

entirelife.Istandbythegameforabout5minutesscreaming

Vusiname,hedoesn’tappear,thepeople

passingwiththeircarsarelookingatmelikeIamcrazy.Istand

outthereforaboutanhourandahalf

untilacarappearsandparksoutsidethehouse,itisayoung

man,butnotVusi,Ifrown.Heopenshis

windowandlooksatmefromheadtotoeandthenspeaks



Him‘’hellocanIhelpyou’’

Me‘’yebondodana,Iamlookingformysonthisishisaddress’’

Him‘’areyousureyouhavetherightaddressma?’’Ihandhim

thepieceofpaper

Me‘’thatiswhathewroteforme’’

Him‘’haimama,thisismyhouseandIhavebeenlivingherefor

awhilenow’’ohnkosiyami

Me‘’haokodwaVusi,whywouldhegivemeawrongaddress’’

Him‘’didyousayVusi?’’

Me‘’yesthatismyson,heisalawyer’’hesmiles

Him‘’ohnowIunderstand,Iknowhim,yesheusedtostayhere

buttheymovedandIboughtthis

house’’Iholdmyhead

Me‘’doyouknowwhereheisnow,Icameallthewayfromthe

villagetoseehimIneedtoseehim’’

Him‘’areyousureyouarehismother’’

Me‘’100% IamhismotherIbirthedhimandhesuckledon

thesebreasts’’

Me‘’okaymama,Iwilltakeyoutohisnewhouse,pleasegetin

thecar’’Igetinandhedrivestomore



bigandbeautifulhouses,haimysonhasdonereallywellfor

himself,heparksoutsideabigwhitehouse,

Ican’tbelievemyeyesrightnow,Ihavebeensufferingwhilehe

leaveslikeaKing.

Him‘’thisiswherehelivesmama,Ican’tcomeinIneedtorush

somewhere’’Igetoutofhiscarand

thankhimfromthebottomofmyheart.Iexplainmyselftothe

securityatthegateandheallowsmein

andwalksmetothedoor.HepressesabuttonandMercymy

daughterinlawopens.

Security‘’sorrytodisturbMsMotaung,theladyhereclaimsto

besir’smother’’sheappearedandshe

sawme

Her‘’ohyesthatyou.mamaitisnicetoseeyoupleasecomein’’

shehugsmeandIwalkin

Me‘’Itisnicetoseeyoutoomybaby’’

Her‘’howdidyougethere’’

Me‘’Itooktaxis,andthatniceboyfromtheoldhousedropped

meoff’’shesmiles

Her‘’ohthankGod’’

Me‘’whereismysonbandla’’shetakesmyhandandleadsme



deeperinthehouse,thishouseis

beautifulinsideout

Her‘’babelookwhosehere’’shesay’sopeningthedoorandwe

walkin,mysonstandsupsoonashe

seesme

Him‘’whatthehellareyoudoinghereDali,ItoldyouInever

wantedoseeyouagain’’Istartcrying

Her‘’babypleasesheisstillyourmother’’

Him‘’don’ttellmethatshit.DaliIdon’twantyouhere.MercyI

amgoingtoleaveandwhenIgetback

makesurethatthisoldwitchisgone,doweunderstandeach

other?’’

Her‘’babyplease,talktoher’’hetakeshiscarkeysandwalks

out.Ijustsitdownandcry

Me‘’hehatesmemakoti,heevencalledmeawitch,myson

hatesme’’

Her‘’hewillcomearoundmama,heisstillhurting’’she

comfortsme.

Let'sdobestwiththereactions,commentsandshares



Siza’stribulations

Chapter37(notedited)

Vusi

Ican’tbelievethatwomanhadthenervetosetfootinmy

house,mymotherisevilandIhateherwith

everyfiberofmybeing,shehashurtmeintheworstway

possible.Seeingheropenedupoldwounds,I

couldn’tstayaminutewithherinthesamehouse.Ijusthadto

getoutoftherebeforeImanhandled

herorsaidsomething’sIcouldn’ttakebackatalaterstage.I

wenttogetdrunkandthealcoholdidn’t

doitsjobsoIdecidedtofinallygivethatnurseacall,andtomy

surpriseshehasbeenwaitingformeto

call.Sheinvitedmeovertoherflat,soIboughtsomedrinksand

foodanddrovethere,sheisn’tashy

girlandsheknowswhatshewants.IexplainedthatIam

engagedandthatsheshouldrespect,Idon’t

wantdrama,Ihaveacrazywomaninmylife.Sheagreedtobe

mysidething,anddamnsheisgoingto



beanicedestruction,Ispendthenightatherplaceandthis

womanshowedmeagoodtimethewhole

time,sheisafreakinthesheets.Mercyhasbeenslackingman

thesedays.Amanneedstohavetwo

women,thestressorandtheremoverofthatstress.AndIthink

Ihavebalancedtheequation.Myfiancé

hasbeenblowingupmyphonethewholenightIhadtoflight

mode.Iamstillinherbedandshewalks

inholdingatrayoffood,okaybreakfastinbed,okayIcanwork

withthis.

Me‘’goodmorningsexy’’Isaysittingupstraight,shitsheisina

freshlingerie,redincolorandmust

admititlooksfuckinggoodonhim.

Her‘’bothyourbreakfastsarereadydaddy’’Ibitemylowerlip

Me‘’Imustadmittheybothlookappetizing’’shegivesmealook,

asexylook

Her‘’Iknowright.Butweneedyoutofeedyourstomachfirst

soyoucangetyouenergylevelsupfor

theotherbreakfast’’Ismile

Me‘’Ilikethewayyouthinkbeautiful’’shegivesmemyplate



andIstarteatingsheissittingwithher

legscrossed,shehaslongbeautifullegs,remindsmeofallthe

deliciousthingsshedidtomelastnight

Her‘’soVee’’Iswallow

Me‘’yesnana’’

Her‘’whatmadeyougivemeacalllastnight’’

Me‘’let’sjustsay,itwasabouttime’’

Her‘’ohIsee,sohowwillthisthingbetweenuswork’’

Me‘’okaylook,wearetogetherbutwecan’tbeseeninpublic

togetherbabe,Iwillstilltakeyououtbut

farfromhere,maybeinotherprovincesandminivacationsto

Africandestinations’’shesmiles

Her‘’that’ssoundsgood’’

Me‘’Ineverasked’’shenarrowedhereyes

Her‘’shoot’’Iputtheforkdown

Me‘’areyouseeinganyone?’’

Her‘’noIamnotVee,onlyyou’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat,andkeepitthatway.Idon’tshare,I

willtakecareofyouthatisapromise,



youwon’tevenfeellikeIamwithMercy,Iwillgiveyouenough

timeokay’’shesmiles

Her‘’Ihopesobabe’’

Me‘’trustme,butIneedtogobacktomyhouseandtakecare

ofafewthings,writemeyouraccount

numbersoIsendyoumoneytogospoilyourself,Iwillcome

backlaterontoseeyou’’

Her‘’okaybutyouonlyleavingaftereatingyourotherbreakfast

right?’’Ismileandplacetheplateon

thepedestalandpullherbyherlegs,shegigglesandIgoton

topofher’’

Me‘’Iwillhaveitrightnowthankyou’’

Mercy

IknewmymotherinlawspresencewillangerVusibutIdidn’t

thinkhewouldtakeittoofarandnot

comebackhome,heisnotevenansweringhisphone,didDali

havetocomeherewhenwewerejust

tryingtogetthingsbackontrack,thiswillbeasetbackinmy

relationship.IwasfrustratedbutI



understandhewantstoaskforforgivenessImeanweallplayed

apartinhisdaughterdeath,heforgave

mewhywouldn’theforgivehertoo,Imeanweallneedtomove

onfromthis.Ihavealottodealwith

theissuewithmydadandthatthingandthedramathatis

abouttoeruptinmyhouseisdefinitelygoing

toaddtomytroubles.Itis11amalreadyandheisstillnotback,

Iampacingupanddowninthekitchen,

tryingtocallhimbutitistakingmestraighttovoicemail,thisis

sofrustrated.

Me‘’ohdamnVusi,justswitchyourdamnphoneon’’Isayto

myselfandjustasIheararesponseIjump

Ma‘’hedidnotcomebacklastnight?’’

Me‘’nomamahedidn’t,hephoneisevenoff’’

Ma‘’thisisallbecauseofme,Iamsorrymakoti’’

Me‘’noma,pleasedon’tblameyourself,hewillcomeback’’

Ma‘’Ihopeso,howhaveyoutwobeen?’’

Me‘’wearetryingmama,butwehaveourownfairofissues’’

Ma‘’everymarriagedoesmydaughter’’



Me‘’Inowunderstandthat,itisnotalwaysrosy’’

Ma‘’exactly,butnormallychildrenfixesthings,youshouldtry

sothathegetsoverSiphephelo’’Iwas

abouttoanswerwhenweheardhislaughfrombehindus

Him‘’youwouldlovethatwouldn’tyouDali,formetoforgetmy

daughter,theoneyouhatedso

much?’’

Ma‘’Ididn’tmeanitlikethatndodanayami’’hechuckles

Him‘’ofcourseyoudid,youareevilIregretevercallingyoumy

belovedmother’’hismotherstarted

crying,Ididn’tsayanythingcozIdidn’twanthimtocomefor

me.

Him‘’Mercy’’Iblink

Me‘’mylove’’hestaredatmeforafewminutes

Him‘’whoisthemaninthishouse’’

Me‘’youarebaby’’Isaywithavoicesolow

Him‘’sowhyisitthatyoudon’tlistentome?’’

Me‘’Iamsorrylovebutwhatdiddo?’’

Him‘’whenIlefthereItoldyoutogetridofthiswomandidn’t

I?’’



Ma‘’youdid,butpleasedon’tblame,canweatleasttalkfirst

thenIwillgo’’helaughsandexitsthe

room,Ifollowbehindhim

Me‘’babyIamsorry,butjusthearheroutplease’’

Him‘’don’ttellmethatshit’’Isthisfuckerforrealrightnow,

whyisheangrywithme

Me‘’okaythatisenough,Ididn’tinviteyourmotherher,soI

don’tknowwhyyouaremadatme,Idon’t

havetheenergytobeyourfuckingpunchingbag,Ihavemyown

shittodealwithbutyoudon’tseebe

takingitoutonyou,myfatherisinafreakingrelationshipwith

yourexSizakele,andyouarehereacting

likeamadman’’hiseyespoppedout

Him‘’whatdidyoujustsay?SizakeleandRazor?’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’ohnowthatcaughtyourattentionmxm’’Iwalkoutandhe

followsbehindmethistime

Him‘’Mercycomebackhereandexplainwhatyoujustsaid’’I

tookmyhandbagandcarkeys,Idon’t

havetimeforthisIneedtoconfrontmyfatheraboutthis,Iam

notsupportingthistaboo,never.



Razor

Ithinkitshouldbeauniversallawthatweekendsaremeantto

bespendwithyoursignificantother,

becausenomannothingbeatsthis,nothinghasevermademe

feelsofulfilledlikelovingthiswoman.I

havehadthemostamazingweekandtothinkthatshesaidshe

wantstoleavelatertodayisbreaking

myheart,IneedanotherweekandIpromiseIwilltakeherback

totheapartment,sheexplainedthat

shedoesn’twanttovatandsetandItotallyunderstandthat,I

willmakeanhonestwomanoutofher

someday.AfterallshehasschoolandIworklateattimes,butis

hasbeenablisshavingherhere,from

takingshowersandbathstogether,tocookingtogether,

cuddling,watchingTV(somethingIneverdo,

exceptofit’sthecurrentaffairs).Iamatmyhappiestwithher

andshewithme.weareinthekitchen,

shejustfinishedcookingSundaylunch,anditsmellsdivine,I

scoredmyselftheperfect10.



Her‘’baby,doyouwanttoeatnow?’’Ismile

Me‘’notyetmylove,maybeinanhourortwo’’

Her‘’okaynoproblemthen’’

Me‘’shouldIpouryouaglassofwine?’’shelaughs

Her‘’yesplease,thatniceoneIhadonFriday’’

Me‘’okayyouareafanofmerlot,noted’’

Her‘’Iguessso’’

Me‘’thenIwillhavetostartcollectingagainandmakesureour

winecellarhasenoughmerlot’’

Her‘’eventhatdrywhiteone’’Ilaugh

Me‘’chardonnay,youseeminterestedinwineslove,Iwillhave

totakeyoutoawinetastingtripinCape

Townthen,Iwillgetmyassistanttofindmethebestvineyards

thatsidesowecango’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwouldlovethat’’

Me‘’andbabyIamgoingtoneedyourschoolcalendarsoIcan

planthingsforusaroundthat’’she

blushesandIsmile,sheissobeautiful

Her‘’youareamazingdoyouknowthat’’Istandupandgoto

hersideandhugherfrombehind.



Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat,Iloveyouokay’’shegiggles,my

favoritesoundintheworld

Her‘’Iknowlove,Iknowthat’’Ismileandkissherneckandshe

turnsandhehandsgosnakemyhead

andweshareakiss.Weareinourmomentwhenwehear

someonespeak.Idon’tletgoofherbutwe

stopkissing,weareinarelationshipandwearenothiding

anymore,

Mercy‘’thisisthemostdisgustingsightIhaveeversetmyeyes

on,Daddywhatthefuckisthis?’’

Me‘’watchyourmouthgirly’’shechuckles

Mercy‘’whatyouaredoingiswrongDad,sheisnothingbuta

golddigginghoe,whycan’tyouseethis’’

Me‘’youdon’tgettocometomyhouseandstartmakingnoise,

andyoudefinitelydon’tgettowalk

hereinherspaceandstartinsultingherdoyouunderstand

me?’’shelaughs

Mercy‘’ohthisisherspacenow,itisnolongerourhome’’

Me‘’itwillalwaysbeyourhomesolongasyourespectmeand

Sizakele.Ifyoufeelthatwillbedifficult

don’tcomehere,afterallIboughtyouahouseworthofmillions,



gobecrazythere’’

Mercy‘’youareunbelievableRazor,sheisyoungenoughtobe

yourdaughteryetyouaresleepingwith

her’’Ifeltmyselfboil,Iwillslapthelivingshitoutofthislittle

bratrightnow,mybodytensedup,I

wantedtoletgoofSizakele,butshecouldsensemyanger,so

shejustheldontighttomesokeep

restrainedfromgoingtoMercy.

Me‘’ifyoudon’twanttotalktomelikeanadult,thesamedoor

youusedcominginhere,useitagainto

leavemyhouse,doyouunderstand?’’shesmirkedandgiving

meattitude,Icouldn’tstandhereandbe

disrespectedbythischild.Imanagedtoloosenmywomanhold

andmademywaytomydaughter,I

stoodinfrontofher,allRazormode,Iscarethedevilhimself

whenIamlikethis

Me‘’IfullyunderstandthatIwouldn’tbeeasytoacceptmy

relationshipwithSiza,Itotallyunderstand

yourfrustrationsandhurtandIamsorry,butIwillneverbe

sorryforlovingherandbeingwithheras

mywoman,shemakesmehappy,Iamhappy.WhatIwillnot



acceptisyoucominghereandinsulting

her,youweresupposetotakeyourangeroutonmenother,let

metellyou,Ihavedonemyfatherly

dutieswellovertheyearsandIamstilldoingitevennow,but

letmetellyou,ifyouthinkIwillchose

youoverherthenmybabyyouareverymuchwrong.Iloveyou

andyoursister,youmeaneverythingto

mebutsodoesshe,Ilovethe3ofyou.AndthekindofloveI

haveforSizakeleisnotthesameasthe

loveIhaveforyouasyourfather,youmustnevercomparethe

two.Youwillneverhavetocompetefor

itcozyouhaveyoursandshehashers.Don’teverrepeatthis

stuntyoujustpulleddoyouunderstand’’

shekeepsquiet

Me‘’ISAIDDOYOUUNDERSTANDMERCYMOTAUNG’’she

jumpsabitandblinksacoupleoftimesand

thenswallow

Mercy‘’yesdaddy,Ihearyou’’shesaysinalowvoice,

Me‘’goodthen,nowyouwillleaveandgobacktoyourhouse

andspendtimewiththatboyofyours

andleavemeandminetohaveapeacefulSunday,Iwillcallyou



tomorrowtomeetforlunchandonly

then,youwilltellmeyourgrievancesandIwillgiveyouanswers.

Isthatfair?

Mercy‘’crystalcleardaddy’’

Me‘’goodthen,Iwillseeyoutomorrow’’Ikissherforeheadand

shewalksaway,Ilookbackatmy

womanandsheisbitinghernail

Me‘’sorryaboutthatmylove’’shesmiles

Her‘’itsokaymylove’’

Me‘’canweforgetaboutwhatjusthappenedasecondagoand

gobacktoourchilledafternoon?’’

Her‘’Iwouldlovethatbaby’’

Me‘’nowwherewerewebeforewewererudelyinterrupted’’she

gigglesasIholdheragain

Her‘’youweresupposedtogopourmeaglassofwine’’Ismile

andkissher

Me‘’okaythen,oneglassofmerlotcomingup’’Igogetacold

bottleandglass,thenItookmycognac

Her‘’wantustogositbythepool?’’

Me‘’whateverthequeenwants’’wemakeourwaythereandsit



andIjusthadtoask

Me‘’babycanIaskforafavor?’’Imakeherfamouspuppyeyes,

sheburstoutlaughing

Her‘’whatdoyouwantMolemo’’Ismile

Me‘’pleasespendonemoreweekwithme,justoneloveplease’’

Her‘’youdon’thavetoasktwice’’youshouldseemysmileright

now.

Vusi

Icouldn’tstophearingwhatMercysaidaboutherfatherand

Siza,Iamgoingcrazyhere,Ican’tstomach

this,soIdecidethattheonlywayistoconfrontSiza,Iam

knockingoutsideherapartmentandOliviaopens

Her‘’ohhey,comein,whatbringsyouover’’Iwasbesidemyself

andshecouldseemecozshenarrows

heeyesandIwalkinhopingtofindherin.

Me‘’uhmLiv,ishere?’’hesmiles

Her‘’ohnosheisnot’’



Me‘’eishdoyouknowwheresheis?’’

Her‘’Ithinksheiswithherman’’

Me‘’ohsheisdatingnow?’’

Her‘’ohcomeonVusi,youknowthatisthereasonyouarehere,

Mercytoldyouandyoucamehereto

getconfirmation,letmeputyououtofyourmisery,yesRazor

andSizaareinarelationshipandthey

havebeenforawhilenow’’Ifeltlikesomeonestabbedmeinthe

heartwithaknifeandtheyare

twistingit’’shesoundssocasualaboutthis,howcouldSizado

thistome

Me‘’andyouareokaywithallthis?’’shesmiles

Her‘’theyloveeachotherwhoamItostandintheirway’’I

couldn’tbelievemyears

Me‘’uhmthanksLiv’’shegigglesandIleftwithmybleeding

heart

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare

Siza’stribulations

Chapter38(notedited)



Siza’s

IhadthemostamazingweekendwithMo,andIamnothappy

tobegoingbacktoschool,Ijustwantto

stayinbedandsnuggleclosetomybooandlistentohimtell

mehowmuchhelovesmeeverychance

hegets,butkeIneedthatdegree.Ijustfinishedgettingready,

andIhavealreadypreparedMolemo’s

thingsforworktoo,mymanandtimearenotthebestof

friends,wearealreadylate,andthattimeI

havetomeetupwithmygrouptocontinuewiththegroup

assignment.Idon’twanttheentitled

Siyandaonmycaseforbeinglate.Imovetothekitchenand

prepareMobreakfastbutpackitina

Tupperware,hewilleatattheoffice,cozifIlethimseatandeat

Iwillregretit.HecomesdownfixinghistieandIrollmyeyes

Me‘’youandtimeshamebabe’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamsorrybabe,Iwon’tevenaskforbreakfastIwillgrab

somethingafterIdropyouoffat



campus’’

Me‘’therewillbenoneedforthat,alreadypackedyour

breakfastandlunch’’hesmiles

Him‘’ohboywhatcouldIbewithoutyoumylove’’

Me‘’amanwhoisn’tsureofwhetherheiscomingandgoing’’he

burstsoutlaughing

Him‘’itistooearlyforyourhumorlove,comehere’’Igotohim

andwekiss

Me‘’okaystopbeforewefindourselvesbackinbed’’heblushes

andgoestograbhisbadwithsome

files,Itakeminewithtextbooksandstaffthenhisfoodthenwe

walkouttothecar,hedrivemeandwe

areincomfortablesilencelisteningtotheradio.Wegetto

campusandIspotmygroupmembers

alreadywaitingforme

Me‘’ohtheyarealreadywaitingforme’’

Him‘’sendmyapologiesbaby.AndwhattimeshouldIcomeget

you’’

Me‘’uhmIamgoingtogotothecomputerlabandtypemy

assignmentpart,IwillcallyouwhenIam

almostdoneokay’’hesmilesandkissesme.



Him‘’okaymylove,seeyoulaterandhaveagreatday’’Ismile

andgetoutofthecarandhedrivesoff

andIwalktothem,Siyandaisalreadywearingherpissedoff

faceandImentallyrollmyeyes

Zee‘’youarelateSizakele,whenwesay9amletitbe9am,we

alsohavealifeyouknow’’

Percy‘’ohcomeonSiyandasheisonly10minuteslate,Ipretty

sureshedidn’tdoitonpurpose’’

Me‘’IamsorryZee’’

Mosa‘’it’sokaySiza,let’sjustgoandstartwiththework’’

Percy‘’soSizawhojustdroppedyouoff?’’Iblush

Me‘’thatismyboyfriend’’

Percy‘’tellhimIlovehiscar’’

Me‘’youandhalfofJozidearbutIwilltellhim’’helaughs

Zee‘’areyoureallygoingtomakeafussoverBentley‘’

Percy‘’itisanicewhip’’

Zee‘’yeahwhatever’’yohokay,Ijustkeepquietandwefinda

spotandstartdiscussingtheassignment

andwhatisexpectedfromus,oncewefullyunderstandwe

sharetheworkevenlysothateveryone



couldgoandstartpreparing.

Mosa‘’okaythenteam,wewillmeetagainin3daystoseethe

progress,ifanythingchangeswewill

discussinthewhatsAppgroup’’weallagree

Zee‘’okaythen’’shetakesherstaffandleaves

Percy‘’shecanbeatotalb*t*hattimesjeses’’welaugh

Mosa‘’tellmeabout’’wepackourthingsandwalktoclass

together,withPercyjokingaround

Mercy

Iamhavinglunchwithmyfatherathisoffice,andIdon’twant

tolie,Iamscared,thewayheputmein

myplaceyesterdaygottome,hehasneverbeenlikethat

before,Ihaveneverseenhiminthatmode,

butIstillneedtoconvincehimthatwhatishappeningbetween

himandthatgirliswrongandIwill

neveracceptit,ifhereallylovesmehewilldoitforme,what

willpeoplesay,thepresswillhaveafield

daydragginghisnameinthemud,Idon’tevenwanttospeakof



whattheywilldotomeontwitterand

instagram,ohRazorhasn’tthoughallofthisthrough.Hehasto

takeamomentandthinkofhowallthis

willchangeourlives,Imean,howamIsupposetoacceptherI

meanshehassleptwithmymanandmy

fatherandthataloneshouldhavebeenastopsignnotentryfor

mydad.Ican’tevenseewhatisdriving

allthesemancrazywhentheyseethatdarkskinnedfatgirlnxa,

Iamtheofficeparkedoutsideandat

exactly1pmIwalkoutwiththetakeawayIgotforusandmade

mywayinside,IgettohisPA’sdeskand

shehasthebiggestsmileplasteredonherfaceIrollmyeyes.

Her‘’goodafternoonMissMotaung’’

Me‘’hello,ismydaddyreadyforme?’’

Her‘’yesheis,youcangothrough’’Igetintheofficeandhehas

hisfeetonthetableandhissmiling

andgigglinglikeaschoolboy,heisspeakingonhisphone,I

justsitdownoppositehimandwaitforhim

tofinish



Him‘’okaymylove,Iamgoingtohavelunchnow,Iwanttoalso

takeabreakandgoeatsome,you

didn’thavebreakfast’’hesmiles‘’pleasemy,don’tforgettotell

methetimeIshouldcomepickyouup’’

heblushed‘’Iloveyoutoobaby,okaylater’’hehangupand

placehisphoneonthedeskandlooksat

methensigh

Me‘’hidad’’

Him‘’Mercy,howareyou?’’

Me‘’Iamwellthankyou,Ibroughtlunchwith’’

Him‘’ohsorry,Sizapackedlunchforme,Iwilleatit’’

Me‘’ohIsee’’

Him‘’okaythen,Iknowthisisnotasocialvisit,youarehereto

voiceoutyourgrievancesandcomplain,

sohereIamletitallout’’

Me‘’mayIspeakfreely?’’

Him‘’youmayMercy,butIamnotgivingyouthegoaheadto

disrespectme’’Inod

Me‘’daddy,Sizakelewasmyfiancésdaughtersmother,sheis

youngenoughtobeyourdaughter,again



daddymeandherhaveahistory,shemightbeinarelationship

justtogetbackatmeforallIdidtoher,

Ihonestlydon’twantyoutocontinuewiththisrelationship,and

ifyoulovemethewayyouclaimyou

willstopallthisyouaredoingwithherimmediately’’helooksat

meandlaughs

Him‘’allyourreasondon’tmeananythingtomeMercy,they

don’thaveanygroundtomakemewant

toleavetheloveofmylife,Iloveyou,youandyoursisterare

mychildren,Ihavedoneeverythingto

makesureyouarebothhappyandcomfortable.Iwillnotforce

youtoacceptherandourrelationship

butIamnotendingit,youwillhavetolearntolivewithit’’I

couldn’tbelievemyears

Me‘’thenIguessyoudon’tcareaboutmyfeelingsandwhat

hurtsme’’Itryplayonhisemotions

Him‘’sowhatdoyouthinkisabetterwayforward?’’

Me‘’sinceyouwon’tdumpher,Iguessmeandyouare

relationshipendshere’’hisfacechanged,yesI

havehim,hewasn’texpectingthisatall.Hesighsandrubshis

handonhisforehead



Him‘’ifthat’swhatyouwantMercyIwon’tstopyou’’myheart

startedbeatingfastermyeyespopout

Me‘’daddyareyouhearingyourself’’henods

Him‘’thatiswhatyouwantbabyandIhavealwaysensured

thatyougetwhatyouwant,sowhywillI

stopnow’’Icouldn’tbelievemyears,hejustacceptedtopart

wayswithmecozofher,Ijustletmy

tearsfall,lookingathimbutheseemedunbotheredbywhathe

justsaidorthecryingme.

Vusi

ThethoughtofSizaandRazortogether,touching,havingsex

andallthatissickening,Itmakesmeso

mad,IjustwanttotakeSizakelefarawayfromjozi,Idon’t

approveofthisdamnrelationship.Ineedto

talktoher,sheneedtoknowthekindofmanmyfatherinlawis,

heisaruthlesssonofab*t*h,hewill

hurthersobad,hewillcontrolher.Shewillneverliveanormal

lifewhiletiedtothatman.Ohthisisall

somessedup,Ijustneedtoconvincehertostayawayfromthis



man,yeshehasallthemoneyinthe

worldbutitisnotworthherlife,Ineedtomeetupwithherand

talk,Ineedtoseeher.ihadameeting

witharoundBraamsoIdecidedtohavelunchatsome

restaurantbeforeheadingbacktotheoffice,like

theuniversehasheardmyplea,Sizakelewalksinlookingso

beautifulGod,Isweardressesweremade

forher,theysuithermorethantrousersdamn,shewalkstothe

tableoutsideandawaitressattendsto

her,shesmileswarmlyandspeaks,shehasalwaysbeen

welcomingandkid.Thewaitresswalksaway

andshetakesoutherphoneandplayswithit,shesmilesanda

partofmeflinches,maybeitisatext

fromRazormakingherblushlikethat,Icouldn’tsitthere

anymore,Itookmyfoodandmovedtoher

table,Iplacethemdownonhertableandshemoveshereyes

fromthephonetomeandshefrowns,

sheattemptstostandupandleave

Me‘’pleasedon’t,Ijustneed5minutesofyourtime’’

Her‘’whatisitthatyouwantyousay’’shesay’ssoundingso



bored

Me‘’canweseatandtalkplease’’shegetsbacktoherseat

Her‘’Ihavenothingtosaytoyou,soIwilljustlisten’’

Me‘’thankyou’’Iseatdowntooandsighdeeply

Her‘’Idon’thavealldayVusi,Icameheretoeatandgobackto

campus’’

Me‘’firstlyIwanttoapologizeforallIhaveeverputyou

through,IamreallysorrySiza,Ihopeoneday

youwillforgivemeandwecanbecoolagain’’

Her‘’isthatall’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’actuallyno,isittruethatyouareinarelationshipwithmy

fatherinlaw’’

Her‘’notthatitisanyofyourbusinessbutyesIamina

relationshipwithMolemo’’sheanswerswithso

muchconfidenceandhearingherconfirmitbrokemyheart

evenfurther

Me‘’SizadoyouknowwhatkindofmanRazoris’’shelaughs

Her‘’yesIdo,butIamprettysureyouaregoingtotellme

anothervisionofhim’’

Me‘’SizakeleIcareaboutyou,Ijustdon’twanttoseeyou



gettinghurt,heisadangerousmanSiza’’

Her‘’okayIdon’thavetolistentothisnonsense’’

Me‘’ifyoudon’tbelieveaskhimwhatelsehedoesbesides

owningalawfirm’’

Her‘’okaylistenhere,don’tyoueverandImeaneveragain

thinkyoucancomeuptomeandtalkabout

myman,myrelationshiphasnothingtodowithyou,soplease

removeyourselffromtheequation,

don’tgiveyourselfunnecessaryheadacheaboutanythingthat

hastodowithme,youarenothingtome

butsomeoneIusedtoknow,stayinyourlaneandIwillgladly

stayinmine,doyouhearme?’’Iwasso

embarrassedbutIwon’tgiveup

Me‘’IloveyouSizaandIcare.Idon’twantyoutogethurtorin

messysituations’’shelaughs

Her‘’whatajoke’’shestandsupandtakesherbagandmoves

toanothertableleavingmetherestaring

ather,withnothingbutregreteatingthroughmelikea

sickness.WhywasIsostupid,Ishouldhave

cleanedherupmyself,broughthertothecity,wecouldhave

beenmarriednow,leavinginourown



housewithourprincessandIandIthinkwecouldhavehad

anotherchildoratleasttryingforone.OhI

reallymessedupandIhavenooneelsetoblamebutmyself.

Olivia

Iwaswalkinginthemalllookinglikeazombie,Ijustcamehere

totryandrelax,schoolhasbeenhectic

andontheothersideIhaven’tseenSiza,Iamscaredtogosee

heratmyfather’sincasesheisstillmad

atme,Imisshersomuch,lifewithoutherhasn’tbeenthesame,

Ijustwantustogobacktowherewe

usedtobe,IregretallthatIsaidthatday,IwastoohushandI

hurther,Icanstillhearhercryfromthe

venomIspitthroughmymouth,ifonlyIcouldtakebackthe

handsoftime.YesIwashurtandmadbutI

hadnorighttosayallthattoher,Iknowthekindofpersonshe

is,Ishouldn’thaveletmyangercloud

that,butthereisnopointincryingoverspiltmilk,allIneedto

doisrectifymymistakesandshowher

howsorryIam.IamsolostinmythoughtsthatIbumpinto



someone

Me‘’ohIamsorrysir,wasn’tlookingatwhereIamgoing’’he

laughsandIlookathisfaceandlaughtoo

Dad‘’sothisishowpoliteyouaretostrangershuh’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iwastheoneatfaultthat’swhy’’hesmiles

Dad‘’youlooklikeyouarecarryingalltheworldstroubles’’I

givehimaweaksmile

Me‘’IfeellikeIamdaddy’’

Dad‘’comelet’sgohaveadrink,Ihaveanhourtospare’’Itake

hishandandheleadsmetoa

restaurant,wesitandplaceanorderfordrinks.

Me‘’whatareyoudoingatamall’’helaughs

Him‘’cametobuythese’’hegivesmetheplasticfromistore

andIpeepthrough

Me‘’yoursgivingyouproblems’’

Him‘’nobaby,theseareSiza’sthings,shestraggleswhenshe

hastodoherschoolstaff’’Ismile

Me‘’howisshe’’hesmiles

Him‘’sheisverygoodnana’’Igetsoemotionalandtearsform



inmyeyes

Me‘’Imisshersomuchdaddy’’hetakesmyhand

Him‘’andshemissesyoutooOlivia,shemightnotsayit

directlybutshedoes’’Ismile

Me‘’Ijustneedtofixthingsbetweenus,doyouthinkshewill

givemechance’’

Him‘’shelovesyousoIknowshewill,plusyouknowSiza,she

doesn’tholdgrudgesandsheisquickto

forgive,shehasprobablygottenoverit’’

Me‘’IdoubtpapacoztherethingsIsaidtoherwerevery

painful’’hesighs

Him‘’yestheywerepainfulOlivia,butyouaresorry,tellher

that’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwillcometoyourhousetotalktoher’’

Him‘’youdothat’’

Me‘’canweorderplease’’

Him‘’yougoahead,Idon’twanttoeatanything,Iamleaving

enoughspaceforherfood’’Ilaugh

Me‘’notfairdad,ImissherfoodtooChrist’’helaughsatme

Him‘’Ithoughshetaughtyouhowtocook’’



Me‘’shedid,butIwillneverbeasgoodasheis’’hesmiles

Him‘’true,butdon’tworry,sheiscomingbackonSunday’’I

smileandnod

Me‘’Ihopewewillbeokaybythen’’hesqueezesmyhand,his

phonebeepedandhelookedatitand

smiles

Him‘’babygirlIamgoingtohavetoloveandleaveyou,Ineed

togopickupSizafromcampus’’

Me‘’youaresohappy,youareevenglowing’’heblushed

Him‘’IamveryhappyLiv’’hetakesouthiswalletandhandsme

acoupleofnotesthenkissmyforehead

andleaves.

Pleaseletsleaveacomment,reactandsharewithothers.One

love.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter39(notedited)

Siza



IamsitedatthebenchwaitingformyMolemotoarrive,hesaid

heis5minutesout,Idon’tmindIam

actuallyenjoyingtheeveningbreezehere,Ihadalongday,Ijust

wanttogethome,soakmyselfinthe

tubthencook,eatandsleep.Iactuallydidalottoday,bythe

ratethatIamgoingIwillbedonewithmy

partfortheassignmentanditwillbeperfect,Iamplanningon

goingtoconsultwithProftomorrowto

checkifIamontherighttrack,thesoonerIamdonewiththis

assignmentthebetter,cozIwillbeable

toconcentrateonothermodulesequally.Iseehiscar

approachingandsmileinstantly,hepassesme

andwinks,hegoestodotheuturnthenpark,Igetinandclose

thedoor,heisalreadyleaninginforhis

kiss,Iblushandgivehimsomesugar

Him‘’Ihavebeencravingthatthewholeday’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohmypoorbabysorry’’helaughed

Him‘’youlooklikehellbaby’’

Me‘’Iamlove,beeninthecomputerlabmostoftheday’’he

smilesandwedriveaway,Iactuallyfeel



myselfnapalittle,Ifeelhimshakingmegently,Iopenmyeyes

andwearehome,okaythatwasquick.

Him‘’wehomebaby,let’sgetinside’’

Me‘’thatwasveryquicklove’’hesmilesandwegotoutofthe

car,heretrievesawhitelargeflatbox

withapinkribbon,butIdon’taskhimwhatisinside.Wegetin

andIthrowmyselfonthecouch.

Him‘’youarereallytired,tellyouwhat,Iwillgopreparethe

bathsowecangorelax,thenIwillorder

takeout,youarenotcookingtonight’’Ismilesweetlyathim

Me‘’thankyousomuchmylove’’heblushes

Him‘’thisisforyou’’hehandsmetheboxandItakeitcuriously,

Iuntietheribbonandinsideisa

MacBookair,iPadandaniPhoneXrandawifirouter.Ohmy

Godbaby,Ijustlookathimnotknowingwhattodoorsay

Him‘’that’sforschool,sothatyoudon’thavetogotothe

computerlabatschool,nowyouwillbeable

toworkinthecomfortofyourhomeatyourowntime’’Ijustlet

outatearheissoconsideratemy

goodness,Istandandcirclemyhandsaroundhisheadandpull

himdowntohimthenkisshim



Me‘’thankyousomuchbaby,youarethebestMo’’

Him‘’anythingforyoumybaby’’hekissesmeagainandthen

picksmeupbridalstyleandIscreama

littlethengiggle,hemakeshiswayupstairstoourroom.He

placesmedownonthebedand

disappearedtothebathroom,Ihearthetapopeningandthe

pleasantsmellofthefoambathfillthe

room,Ifeelmyselfrelaxalittle.Hecomesbackandremovesall

myclothesandstripshisofftoo,he

carriesmeagainandplacesmeinthebathtubthenheenters

andweareeyetoeye.Hetakesmyfoot

andstartsrubbingit,ohmyGodthatfeelssogood,Imoan

involuntary.

Me‘’ohbaby,thatfeelsgood’’

Him‘’Iwillgiveyouafullbodymassagewhenwedonehere

okay’’Iblush

Me‘’howcanInotfalldeeperinlovewithyouwhenyouspoil

melikethis’’

Him‘’youarethequeenofmycastlebaby,mylife’smissionisto

makeyouhappy’’Iblush.ThankGodI

amdarkskinnedcozwow



Me‘’flatterywillgetyoueverywhereMr.Motaung’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamgladtohearthatsweetheart,whatdoyoufeellike

eating?’’

Me‘’wecanhavepizzaandwingsfromchickenlickenandsome

friesfromMcD’’hsmiles

Him‘’okayIwillcalloneoftheboystogogetthem’’

Me‘’thankyousthandwasam’’

Mercy

IhavebeeninthispositionsinceIgotbackfrommyfather’s

office,Ilockedthedoorsothatmyfiancé’s

motherdoesn’tcomeinandannoyme,IhadashittydayandI

amnotinthemoodtohearhercryand

complainaboutherprecioussonnotwantinganythingtodo

withher,Ihavemyownshitgoingon,my

ownfathertoldmethatIcancuttieswithhim,Icouldn’t

believethathedidn’tbegmetoreconsider,do

youknowwhathesaid,hesaid,‘’takeaweektothinkaboutthis

andletmeknowsoIcanknowtoalso



notsupportyousinceIdon’thaveyoursupport,afterallyou

manisalawyer,Ipayhimenough,he

wouldeabletosupportyou’’myownfatherchoosingawoman

overme,Iamfucked,cozIevenfought

withmyownsister,ohmyGodhowthehellwillIsurvive

withoutmyfather,Iamusedtogetting

everythingIwantandifIcutoffmyfatherIwillsuffersomuch,

itisnotariskIamwillingtotake,what

choicedoIhavebuttosupportthatshamofarelationship.I

needfixthingswithmysister,ourlast

encounterwasnotapleasantone,Ikickedheroutandinsulted

her,andknowingOliviashewillnot

reachouttomefirst,butIdon’tmindcozIamtheoneinthe

wronghere.Thedoorhandlerattledassomeonetriestoopen

Him‘’Mercyopensthedoor’’Igotoffthecouchandmademy

wayandopenforhim,hegetsinand

givesmealook

Him‘’whydidyoulock’’

Me‘’Ididn’twanttobedisturbedthat’swhy’’hechuckles

Him‘’ohIsee.Areyousick’’



Me‘’ofyourbabymamayes’’

Him‘’youshouldbemadatyourfatherforapproachingher,a

girlyoungenoughtobehisdaughter’’

Me‘’ohbecausesheistheinnocentoneright?’’

Him‘’exactlyMercy,Sizawouldneverdothiswillingly,hemust

havethreatenedher’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohwow,justwow’’

Him‘’mxm,whydoIevenbother’’

Me‘’youbotherbecauseyoustillhavefeelingsforher,well

newsflashhoney,sheisRazorswoman

now,sheopensherlegsforhimnow,hepleasureshimselfwith

hernow.Andifyouvalueyourlifeyou

willstayawayfromhercozifyoudon’tyouwillfaceRazors

rath’’hesighsandsitsontheedgeofthe

bedandburyhisheadinhishands

Him‘’howdidwegethere’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumean’’

Him‘’weusedtobesohappyMercy,whatchanged’’

Me‘’Idon’tknow’’Ijoinedhimonthebed

Him‘’Idon’tlikewhatwehavebecomemylove,Iamsorryfor



beingajerk,canwestartagain’’oho

havebeenwaitingtohearthisforthelongesttimenow

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat’’

Him‘’wewillstartbysendingthelettertoyourfathersoIcan

payyourlobolaandthenwecanjust

startlivingourlife’’

Me‘’thankyouKhumalo’’Isayandweshareahuganditlasts

forsolong

Him‘’wejustneedtosetsomerules’’

Me‘’canwedothattomorrowbabe,Ihavemissedyou’’he

laughs

Him‘’Ihavemissedyoutoomybunny’’hesay’sgettingontop

ofme.ohthankGodmymanisback.I

lovehimandthesepastfewweekshavebeenhecticforus,I

didn’tevenrealizehowmuchIhavemissed

himreally.Iamgladwearebothbacktooursenses.

Olivia

TGIF.Yohthishasbeenaweekfromhell.Ijustneedtohavea



calmweekendandIthinkIshouldvisitmy

fatherandSizafortheweekend,maybethiswilldothebothof

usgoodImean,Ican’twaitforSunday

totalktoher,Igettoourapartmentandgostraighttomy

roomandpackmyweekender,Ichangeinto

acomfortableoutfitandleave.Gettingtocarintheparkinglot,

IspotsomeguyIalmostdatedwhenI

firstgothereheisdamnhandsomeandsexybutthe

personalityisadefinitenono.Iquicklygetintomy

caranddriveawaybeforehecanseeme.Thetrafficison

anotherlevel,thisiswhyIhateFridaysand

driving.Andmydadjusthadtolivefarleyenaman.Gettingto

hisplace,Iseehiscarinthedriveway

andIknowheisathome,thesecurityguardopensformeandI

greetanddrivein,parkandtakemybag

andmakemywayinside.Iheargigglesfromthekitchenandmy

fatherspeaks

Him‘’ohcomebabeitwouldbefun’’Sizalaughsandresponds

Me‘’Idon’tseehowthatcouldbefunMo,Imeanattendinga

clientwithmedoesn’tmakesense"



Him‘’it’sactuallymeandafewotherlawyersfromotherfirms,

heisahotshotsohewantsustoall

pitchimagine,hefeelsspecial’’shelaughs

Me‘’inthatcaseyoushouldbeseriousnotplanningontaking

mewithtothemeeting’’

Him‘’thosethingscangetveryboringbutwithyouinthereit

wouldbemuchbetter,Imeanseeingyou

njebrightensmydaysandliftsmymood’’shegiggles.Ohmy

Godtheyaresohappy;Ican’tbelieveI

almoststoodinthewayofsomethingsobeautiful.Iwalkinthe

kitchenandtheyarekissingIclearmy

throatandtheystopbutdon’tletgoofeachother

Him‘’Livbaby,whatanicesurprise’’Ismile

Me‘’heydaddy,IcametovisitIwillbesleepingover,Ihopeyou

don’tmind’’

Him‘’Idon’tnana,babyisthatokaywithyou?’’heasksSiza

whohasn’tevenlookedatmeonce

Her‘’ofcourseitis,thisisherhomeshecancomewhenevershe

wants’’shesay’slookingatdad

Him‘’okaynana,letmetakeyourbagtoyourroomthen’’he

saidtakingandwalkingupstairsleaving



meandSizaalone.Shegoestochecktheoven.Isighanddecide

tospeakfirst

Me‘’heybabe’’

Her‘’heyLiv’’Isigh

Me‘’whatareyoumaking?’’

Her‘’stickywings,porkchops,withfriesandGreeksalad’’she

say’swithoutlookingatme

Me‘’pleaselookatmeplease’’shedoesbutremainssilent

Me‘’IsaidsomenastythingstoyouSizaandIamreallysorry

myfriendsosorry’’

Her‘’Iamsorryforfallinginlovewithyourfatherandforhiding

itfromyouformonths,Iamsorryfor

betrayingyoulikethat.IlovehimIreallydo’’

Me‘’IknowyouguysloveeachotherandIfullysupportyou’’

Her‘’thankyouforthat,ItrulyappreciateitLiv’’

Me‘’canwepleasegobacktowherewewerebeforeallofthis’’

shesighs

Her‘’Iwouldlovetopretendlikeitalldidn’thappenbutitdid

Liv,yousaidsomethingsandtheyhurt

metothecore,IwishIcouldunhearthembutthatis



impossible’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’IknowbabeandIamsorryfromthebottomofmyheartI

reallyam’’atearescapedfromhereye

andshequicklywipeditwithherhand

Her‘’pleaseexcusemeIneedtogorefreshbeforedinner,Iwill

bedownsoon’’shewalksawayandI

justcry.Myfathercomesinandhugsme,Icryinhisarm

Me‘’shewantsnothingtodowithmedaddy,IamreallysorryI

saidthosethingstoher,Imissher’’

Him‘’justgivehimalittletimebaby,thewordswerehurtfulbut

yousaidthemintheheatofthe

moment,shewillcomearoundIknowshewill’’Isobinhisarms

forawhile

Me‘’letmegofreshenupbeforedinner,pleasegocheckonher,

shewascrying’’

Him‘’yousureyouwillbeokay?’’Inodandhekissesmy

foreheadandwebothgotoourrooms.

Pleaseshare,leaveacommentandreact.SeeyouonMonday.

Haveagreatweekend



Siza’stribulations

Chapter40(notedited)

Siza

RazordecidedthathewantedustoallaloneinthehousesinceI

camehere,sohegavehisstaffleave,

andgavethemheavypaymentssotheyenjoytheirtimeat

homeapparentlynothingisaspainfulas

beingathomeandbroke,sohemadesurethattheyare

financiallystablenyana.Heisagoodman,very

considerate,sincetheyarenothereIhavetodothingsmyself

andIdefinitelydon’tmind,notevena

bit.SolastnightatdinnerIjustateandwentstraighttobed,

MochilledwithOliviatilllate,hegotto

bedaround1amanddecidedtodisturbmysleep,andgave

somedeliciousness,hemademegocrazy

screaminghisname,atleastOlivia’sroomisabitfarfromhis,I

don’twanttotraumatizeher.Iwakeup

earlyandheissleepingpeacefullyonhisside,andhischestis

bareexposingthatbeautifultattoo,Ifind



myselfblushingeverytimeIsee,Istillcan’tbelievehehasmy

faceandnameonhisbody.Igetupfrom

thebedcarefulnottowakehimup.Igotothebathroomand

washmyfaceandbrushmyteeth,sinceI

startedhavingsexwithMoIsleepnaked,foreasyaccess.SoI

wearmyleggingandhisoversizedt-shirt

andmakemywaydownstairs,Ihearthenoisecomingfromthe

cinemasoImakemywaytothereand

theyforgottoswitchoffandtheisabottleofwhiskyandtwo

glasses.Thosetwohadapartyinherelast

nightmos.Itakethethingsandheadouttothekitchenafter

switchesoffthescreen.Imakemyselfa

cupofcoffeeandbrewedsomeonthecoffeemachine,Iam

prettysuretheywillneedastrongcupfor

thehangovertheywillbehaving.Igototheutilityroomand

throwsomeclothesinthewashing

machinethenmakemywaybacktokitchenandstartedwitha

greasybreakfast,yourcompletefarm

housebreakfast,itisnowaround9pmandneitherofthemis

downyet,Iusethechancetohangthe

laundryoutsideandIamdoneinnotime.Istartcleaning



aroundandIhaveThandiswaMazwaiplaying

inthebackground,sheisgivingmetheenergytocleanthisbig

asshouse,Iamnotcleaningeveryroom

justtheoneswefrequentlyuse.OnceIamdoneIdecidetoeat

coznotheydon’tseemtowanttowake

upthismorning.Ihearvoicesandgigglesapproaching,huuuat

longlast.

Mo‘’goodmorningmylove’’Ismile

Me‘’heybaby,finallyIthoughtIhadtocameupandpouriceall

overyou’’helaughs

Mo‘’sorrybaby,itwasaroughnight’’Ismirkthinkingofthe

thingshedidtomeinbed

Liv‘’heybabe,letmestarthelpingwithbreakfast’’Ismile,I

meangenuinelysmile

Me‘’morningLiv,don’tstressit’sdone’’

Liv‘’foreverthesuperwoman,thankyou’’

Mo‘’andhereIwashopingtotakeyououtforbrunch’’Ismile

Me‘’wecangooutfordinnerthen’’

Liv‘’thatsoundsperfect’’



Me‘’okaysitdownyoutwoletmedishupforyou’’theseatand

Idishupandpourthemcoffee

Mo‘’justexactlywhatIneeded,thankyouMrs.Motaung’’

Me‘’youarewelcomebaby’’Livsmilesatus

Liv‘’youtwowillremindusthatweasingletjoyounotbeing

fair’’IlaughandHegivesheralook

Mo‘’Idon’twantyounearboysOlivia,booksbeforeboys

becauseboysbringbabies’’shelaugh

Liv‘’ohwowdaddy,SizaIhopeyouarelistening‘’

Mo‘’ohnoyoudon’tOlivia,ourcaseisdifferent,Sizaismysoul

mate,weareinlove,theseboyswill

breakyourheart’’Ilaugh

Liv‘’Ihearyou,andfromthebottomofmyheartIseehow

happyyouguysareandItgivesmepeaceto

knowthatthepeopleIcareaboutdeeplyareokayandhappy,I

amsorrySizaforallIsaidpleaseImiss

youandIwantmyfriendbackpleasebaby’’Igotohersideand

giveherthewarmesthugandweboth

cry,Ihavebeenmissinghersobad,Iamhappyweareokaynow.



Vusi

ThingsbetweenMercyandIaremuchbetternow,wespoke

anddecidedtogiveourselvesanothertry,

itisclearthatSizakelewillneverbemineagain,butitstill

buffersmeastohowsheandRazorgot

together,ithurtsyouknowbutthenagainIneedtokeepmy

distancefromhernow,cozifhefindsout

thatIamtroublinghiswoman,hewillmakemylifealivinghell,

Iamnotreadytohisenemyatall.Ihad

toswitchoffmyphonecozUriel(thenurse)wasblowingmy

phone,Icouldn’triskMercygetting

suspiciousandhaveusfightingagain,Imeanwejustironedout

ourdifferencesandhonestlyIdon’t

wantdrama,Iamsuresheismadatme,phelaIsmashedand

disappearedafterpromisingtoseeher

later,Ineedtogoseeherbeforeshedecidesshedoesn’twant

myassanymore.MercyandIhada

goodmorning;Ihavebeentryingreallyhardtoavoidmy

mother.Ijustwanthergone.Speakofthe

devil,sheappearsfromtheloungeandcomesitnexttome.I



sighandstandupfrommysit.

Her‘’Vusimysonplease’’

Me‘’pleasewhatDali’’shestartscryingandIrollmyeyes

Her‘’Iamsorrypleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme’’

Me‘’willyoursorrybringbackSiphephelo,willitremovethe

painfromSiza’sheart’’

Her‘’itwasamistakeVusiIswear’’

Me‘’noitwasn’tandyouknowit.Youhatedmychildandyou

ledhertoherdeathma’’

Her‘’IwillforeverregretmyactionstowardsPhephe,Iamsorry

please’’Iwasabouttosaysomething

butdecidednotto.Ijustwalkanddrivetothemallandget

someflowersandchocolatesfrom

Woolworths,thenwenttothejewelrystoretobuyhera

MichaelKorswatchthenIdrivetohercondo,I

getinandtakethethingsIboughtandwalkedtoherdoor,I

knockandshecomestoopenafterawhile

andwaslaughingwithaglassofwineinherhand,shelooked

fuckensexy,shefrownsassheseesitsme



onherdoorstep,shewantstoshutthedoorinmyfacebutI

blockitwithmyshoeandshesighed

Her‘’whatdoyouwantVusi’’

Me‘’babypleasedon’tbelikethat’’shetakesasipfromher

glass

Her‘’justcozIagreedtoyoursidethingdoesn’tmeanIam

goingtoletyouwalkalloverme’’

Me‘’IknowandIamverysorry,justthatMercywasfurious

thatIdidn’tsleepathome,Ihadtoputof

thefirefirstbeautiful,Ireallyamsorry,theseareforyou’’I

handherthegiftsandshesmiles

Her‘’nexttimeitwon’tbethiseasytogetmetoforgiveyou’’I

smileandsheallowsmein.

Me‘’therewontbeanexttimebabe,Iwillactrightforyou’’she

blushes

Her‘’youbetter,yousaidyouwanttwowoman,handleyour

businessVee’’wewalkinandIstop

walking,shehascompany,twoothergirlsandaguy,Iswearhe

issogaycozthewayheisundressing

mewithhiseyesyoh

Her‘’chommiestoplurkingatmymanslikethat’’theylaugh



Guy‘’haiiiiheistoohotleyana’’

Her‘’urgstopitmanyoumakinghimuncomfortable.Baby

thesearemyfriends,Palesa,Sharonand

mash.SquadthisisVee’’Igreetthemandtrybyallmeansnot

toentertainPalesa,sheisMandla’sex

Me‘’nicetomeetyou,babyletmeleaveyouthenIdidn’tknow

youhadcompany,Idon’twantto

impose’’shesmiles

Her‘’nonsense,theywillsurviveanhourortwowithoutme,

thereisenoughalcohol,Ineedtotakecare

ofyoufirst’’Ismile,dammitthisgirlissomethingelse

Me‘’ifyousaysobaby’’

Her‘’definitely,cozthiswinewentstraighttosomepartandit

isitchingandonlyyoucanscratchit

dzaddy’’sheisflippingboldfuckIhaveabonerklaar.

Me‘’wellinthatcaseletsgofixthat’’Iwhisperandshetakes

theclosedbottleofwinefromtheice

bucketandwemakeourwaytothebedroom.

Mercy



IjusthadtogoseemydadandtellhimwhatIhavedecidedon,

thiswholethingisamessandIamglad

thatmyfiancéandIfixedthings,Icouldn’tbeinbadtermswith

everyone,Iwouldn’tbeabletocope.I

tookaquickshowerandoptedforamaxidressandflops,

messybunandsunglasses;Igrabbedmykeys

andwalkedout.ImetVusi’smotherinthelounge,sheiseating

aplatefulloffoodthatcouldfeedabout

3peopleChrist,sheisevenseatingwitha2literofjuice.Ican’t

shamethatsightalmostmademefaint,

howthehellwillalthatfitinherstomach?ItcanneverbemeI

refuse.Herchewingisonsteroids,itis

disgusting.Ijustfakeasmileandgreether

Her‘’whereareyouheadingtolookingthisbeautifulKotiwam’’

Ismile

Me‘’Iamjustgoingtoseemyfather’’

Her‘’Iwouldlovetomeethim,hewillbeinlawafterall’’

Me‘’youwillsoonmama’’shesmiles



Her‘’okay,Ican’twait’’

Me‘’letmegetgoing,Idon’twanttomisshim,whenits

weekendlikethishetendstodisappear’’she

saysokayandIwalkoutdrivetodad’splace,hiscarinnoton

sightbutIseeOliviawagon,Imightas

wellkilltwobirdswithonestone.IwalkinandIamsurprised

thereisonlyonesecurityatthegate,this

isunlikeRazor.Iwalkinthehouseanditsquiet;Isoonhear

voicesfromtheoutside,Ipeepthroughthe

windowandtheyaresittinginthegarden,laughing,thatgirlis

sittingonmyfather’slap,Oliviasay’s

somethingthatmakesdadlaughandhestealsakiss,andshe

blushed.Ifeelmyselfinfuriate.Lookat

themthisisdisgusting,butIdon’thaveasayknowingmydad

andseeingthewayheisbehavinglikea

lovestruckpuppyhewillcutmeoffforsure.Thisgirlhadhim

wrappedaroundherfinger.Itakeadeep

breathandwalktothegardenmakingsurethatIlookas

innocentaspossible.Theystoplaughingas

soonastheyseeme,shetriestogetupfromhislapbuthe

holdsontohertighter.Ibreakthesilence



Me‘’dumelang’’therespond

Me‘’daddycanIpleasehaveawordwithyou’’

Him‘’okaytakeaseat,Iamallears’’Iclearmythroatandgraba

chairandseatdownnearOlivia,facing

them’’Isighandplaywithmyfingers

Me‘’firstofallIwouldliketoapologizetoyou,daddyforgiving

youthatultimatumandfor

disrespectingyoulikethat,Iamreallysorry.Iwillaskyouto

choosebetweenmeandheranymore’’

Him‘’youcanrefertoherasSizakele’’

Me‘sorrydad,IgiveyouandSizamysupport,shemakesyou

happyandthatisallthatmattersreally’’I

liecozdeepowninmyheartIwouldneveracceptthisbullshit

Him‘’ohwellIappreciatethat.IloveSizakeleandIamhappy

withher,Iwantyoutobeokaywithus

genuinely’’Ifakeasmile

Me‘’IdodaddyIreallydo,Sizathankyouformakingmydaddy

sohappy’’

Her‘’IloveyourfatherMercyandhemakesmehappy.Iamnot

withhimtogetbackatyouforwhat



happenedwithmydaughterandVusi,IgenuinelyloveMolemo’’

helooksatherandheblushes,I

mentallyrollmyeyes

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’IlookatOliviawhoisholdingonto

herglass

Me‘’sisIalsowanttoapologizetoyou,ourlastencounter

wasn’tpleasant,IamsorryforhowItreated

you,Imissyouforgivemeplease’’

Her‘’yeahwhatever’’Iknowhershelovesplayinghardtoget

Me‘’Iwilltakeyoushoppingtomorrow’’shelaughsandIknowI

haveherback

Him‘’wegoingoutfordinner,joinus’’

Me‘’IwouldlovetobutVusiandIhavesomethingplanned

already,ohandexpectaletterfromhis

family’’henodsandIstayalittlethendrivebacktomyhouse,I

wassuffocatingGod.

Thandiwe

Hehasbeenactinglikethebesthusbandintheworld,Iknow



Sizweheisjustdoingthistomakeme

forgethisinfidelities,andifhethinksIamjustgoingtoforgive

himjustlikethatheisverymuch

mistaken,thistimeIamnotforgivinghimforshit,heputmy

loveindanger,hellhealmostcostmemy

baby.DeepdownIknowthathewillgobacktothatwhoreor

findanotherone,Iwanttoseethisgirl

thatmakesmyhusbandtostraylikethis,Iknowforafactthat

sheworksatthatbloodyclubthatis

wherehespendsmostofhistime.Heleftearlyinthemorning

andsaidhehadtotakecareof

somethingthere.IdecidetodressupandImustadmitIlook

likeayummymommy.Ilookthepartof

thebusinessmogul’swife.Itakemycarkeysanddriveto

Braamfontein,atleastmysoniswithmy

motherinlaw,thatoneisasnakebutIknowshelovesher

grandsonandwoulddoanythingforhim.I

parkandwalkin,itisstillearlysotheplaceisnotpacked,but

thereareafewstudentsalreadydrinking

theirlifeaway,buttheylooksohappyGod,IwishIexperienced

this.rightaftermatricIgotmarried.



Thewaitressesareidlinginthecornerandlaughingtheir

outfitsaresoskimpy,Ispotafewdirtytables

andmakemywaytothoseprostitutelookingwoman.

Me‘’can’tyouseethosetablesneedtobeattendedto,whatwill

customerssaywhentheyfindthis

placesodirty’’Ishoutatthemandtheylookatmefromheadto

toe.Oneofthemwithanattitude

speaksandIconcludethatsheisthefemalealphaofthepack.

Her‘’andwhoareyoutocomeinandtellushowtodoourjob’’

Me‘’babygirl,itdoesn’tmatterwhoIam,whatyoushould

worryaboutismakingsurethatthisclub

remainsthebest,Idon’twanttoseethosdirtytableswhenI

getback’’shelaughsandKatthemanager

cameandsmiledatme,heknowsmesoyeah

Him‘’aowsisterboss,ithasbeenaminute’’

Me‘’Iknowright,henceIdecidedtopopupandseeyou,Isee

youhavelazygirlsworkingunderyou.if

youaskmeIwouldsuggestyoufirethemallandstartagain

withpeoplewhocandotheirjob’’



Him‘’ohsorrysisterboss,Iwillgetmyhouseinorder’’Ilookat

themonebyoneandtheyareshocked

andconfused,wonderingwhyheiscallingmesisterboss,letme

putthemoutoftheirmisery’’

Me‘’Iwillbecomingherefrequentlytoinspectonmy

investments,anywaywhereismyhusband’’

ThebadattitudeonegaspforairandIlookather

Him‘’heisinhisoffice,heishavingameetingwithsomehot

headedsuppliers’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohwellinthatcase,canIhaveaplateofyourribsand

wingswithchips.Iameatingfortwo,this

oneinheregivesmeanappetitefordays’’helaughs

Him‘’whatwouldyouwanttodrink’’

Me‘’passionfruitandlemonade’’

Him‘’Vickyyouheardsisterboss,tellthechefit’sherhemust

makeitsnappy’’shegiveshimalookand

walksaway,theothersrushtocleanthetables,Katushersme

totheloungeoutside.Iwaitforaboutan

hourthenmyfoodcame,theonewithanattitudenamedVicky

broughttheorderandshefakedasmile.

Her‘’Iamsorryforgivingyouattitudeplease,thingispeople



herecameandjustorderusaround

makingusfeellikewearebelowthemsosomedayswejustput

updefensivewalls’’Itakeasipofmy

drinkandlookather.

Me‘’ohwell,letitnothappenagain’’shesmilesandIknowIwill

usehertofindoutwhohasbeensleepingwithhusband.

Pleasebabies,letusreact,leaveacommentandsharewith

friends.Yourloveandsupportkeepsmegoing.Thankyouvery

much

Siza’stribulations

Chapter41(notedited)

Siza

Myweekendhasbeenthegreatest,infactthepast2weeks

havebeenatotalbliss,mymanisjustthe

mostamazingloverever,andhemakesmefeellikeIamthe

onlygirlintheworld.Ilovehimsomuch

andIamgladthatwearenolongerhidingourlove.The



thoughtofhavingtogobacktotheapartment

withOliviaiskillingme,youknowwhenyouhavehadthe

pleasureofsleepingnexttoyourpartnerfor

sometimesleepingalonebecomesaproblem,Iamdefinitely

notlookingforwardtoitbutatthesame

timeIdon’ttocohabitewithMo,thistimeIamdoing

everythingbythebooks.LastnightatdinnerI

receivedacallfromKat,themanagerofclubnation,hetoldme

thatthebigbossaskedtoseemetoday.

Thelookonmyman’sfacekilledmeandLiv,Iexplainedtohim

andhetoldmethatIamnotgoingthere

alone,Oliviavolunteeredtotakemeandhestraightuprefused,

saidhewilltakemehimself.Sonowwe

aredrivingtheretogether,thenafterwardswewillhavelunch

andgowatchaplayatthetheatre.You

knowMetroFMonaSundayguys,itisanentiremood,andhe

hashimhandonthigh,benefitsof

drivinganautomatic.Wewereincomfortablesilence,thetype

wereyoukeeponstealingglancesat

eachotherandblush,Godbutthismanishandsome,those

dimplesandsmile,hemeltsmeandthefact



thatheismineandhelovesmecompletesme.wegetthereand

parkthenhewalkstomydoorand

opensforme,hetakesmyhandandwewalkin,thestaffis

alreadythereworking,thelookonthelook

onthefacesiseverything,Ijustwanttoburstoutlaughing,Kat

noticesusandcomestometryingtokeephiscool

Kat‘’Sizayoumadeit,Mr.Motaungsir’’ohheknowsMo,hehas

thisseriousface,hedoesn’tsayanythingtohimbutjustnods

Me‘’yesIdid,ishein?’’

Kat‘’yesheisintheoffice,youcangothrough’’Ismileathim,

andhiseyesarefixedonourhands

Me‘’thankyou,IwillsaybyebeforeIleave’’henodsandwalks

awaysoItakemybabyandwegoto

Sizwe’soffice,Iknockandheshoutscomein,Iappearfirstand

hesmilesandfrownssoonashesees

Mo.Okaythatisweird,Ithoughttheyarebusinessassociates

Me‘’bigboss,howareyou’’

Him‘’hiSiza,thankyouforcoming,pleaseseat’’helooksatMo

Him‘’Razorwhatbringsyouhere’’



Mo‘’Ibroughtmywoman,youaskedtoseeher’’hiseyes

poppedandheswallowedindisbelieve

Him‘’yourwoman?Sizakele?’’Ismile

Mo‘’youheardmeright,sowhatisitthatyouwantedtotalkto

herabout,wehavetobesomewhere’’

Him‘’ohwell,SizaIknowyoutoldmethatyoucan’tworkhere

anymorecozofschool,butIhonestly

needafavor,Iamhostingagentleman’sweekendwhichismore

sophisticatedthanthelastone’’

Me‘’okaybutIdon’tunderstandwhatyouneedfromme’’

Him‘’honestlyyouweretheonlyclassywomanIhadhere,you

knewhowtokeepitprofessional,Ijust

needyourhelpfor1weekendthat’salltillIfindsomeoneofyou

caliber’’

Mo‘’mywomanisinmedschool,sheneedstofocusonher

booksplusweekendssheneedstorest’’

Him‘’IunderstandthatbutIneedherhelpRazor,Iwouldn’task

ifIwasn’tdesperate,Iwillpayher

good’’Molaughsandshakeshimhead

Mo‘’IcanfinanciallytakecareofSizakele’’Sizwesighs.Okay

thisisnothingbutapissingcontest,who



hasthebiggestegoandthehighesttestosteronelevel.Ineedto

stepinnow

Me‘’uhmSizweletmediscussthiswithmypartnerfirstinthe

comfortofourspace’’henods

Mo‘’don’tcallhershewillcallyou’’

Me‘’babygetuplet’sgonow,SizweIwillcallyou’’hegetsup

andplaceshishandonmywaistandwe

leave,ohmyGodMolemocanbedramatic,butIlethimbe.

Razor

Iamgladshehasn’ttouchedontheSizwetopic,Iwantusto

talkaboutit,whenwegettotherestaurant

sowecankeepcalmandtalkproperly,wegettoSandtonandI

takehertoPigalle,wearewalkingthere

andalleyesareonher,Imustadmitsheislookingsosimpleyet

sonice,sheisinadenimskirtandred

AlexanderMcQueensneakersandawhitetshirttackedinher

skirt,herbodyisouttoplay,thosethick

firmthighsgetsalltheseguysturningheadsandtheconfidence

thatgivesmeisonsteroids,herafrois



perfectandmakeuponaminimal,infactIdon’tthinkIshould

callitmakeup,sheonlyhasonred

lipsticktomatchhershoesandsmallbag.Ihavemyhandin

hersandsheisholdingonfordearlife,my

womanisabeautyItellyou,theonlybrownskingirlIknow

whocangivealltheselightskinnedgirlsa

runfortheirmoneynoletmerephraseshecangiveallthese

girlsarunfortheirmoney.Wegettothe

restaurant,andsomeslayqueensaresittingonanothertablein

agroupIthinktheyareabout7,Ispot

oneIusedtosmashbeforeIgotwithSiza,shesmilesatmeand

Ijustignoreher.Ipullachairformy

womanandsheseats,Igoaroundandtakemyseattoo,

Her‘’thankyoumylove’’Ismile

Me‘’forwhatnow’’

Her‘’forbeingMolemoMotaung,forbeingmyman’’Iblush

Me‘’babypleasewearefarfromhome,youknowIcan’thold

myselfwhenyoutalklikethat’’

Her‘’Iwouldn’tmindusgoingbackhomeandspendingthe

wholedayinbed’’Ibitemylowerlip



Me‘’Ihaveaboneralready’’shelaughs

Her‘’let’sordercoldwaterforyou’’shesayscarefree,andher

beautyradiates

Me‘’youareperfectSizakele’’Itakeherhandandkissit.Weare

disturbedbymyex,ifIcancallher

that,ohThatojezz,Ilookatherandfrown,andsheislookingat

Sizawithanastylook.

Thato‘’themightyRazorblade’’Ilookatmyangelandsigh,I

don’twanttolosemycoolinfrontofher

Me‘’yesThato’’shesmiles

Thato‘’youhavebeenscarce,Iwaitedandwaitedforyoutocall

me’’eishthisgirl

Me‘’weareinthemiddleofsomething,doyoumind’’shelooks

atSizaagain

Thato‘’hello,IamThato,whoareyou’’myqueenlookedatme

andremainedquiet,ThankGod,sheis

toomuchaqueentodealwithtrashIwilltakecareofit.

Me‘’heyheydon’tyoudare,don’ttalktomygirlfriend,sheis

notyourfriend,sopleaseknowyourlane,

sheisnotaplayingfield’’Isayseriously

Thato‘’Girlfriendhuh,wowsomegirlsareluckysomeofus



couldn’tevengetyoutotakeustoKFC’’

Me‘’babycomelet’sgohome’’sheshakesherheadno

Her‘’noMoIwanttoeathere’’Isigh,Thatoistestingme,she

canseethatSizatamesmeandIcan’tbe

ananimalinfrontofher.Istandandensurethatahavethe

Razorfaceon

Me‘’Iamnotgoingtorepeatmyselftoyou,mywomanandI

areheretoeatandbond,weneedour

spacebacksoifyoudon’tmind,itisaSundayandweare

hopingforpeace,don’tbethedevil’’she

laughsandleave.Ineedtopayheravisitsoshedoesn’trepeat

thisbullshitagain,shemightdothisto

herwhenIamnotwithhertoo,mypastisnotabouttotaint

thisperfectionIfound.Siza’smoodis

alreadysouth,Ijusthopesheisnotfargonealready,Itakeher

handandsheallowsmeandlooksatme

straightintheeyes.

Her‘’whatwasthatMo’’Isighandkissherknuckles

Me‘’babyIamsorry’’

Her‘’Molemoyouarenotansweringmyquestion’’okaysheis

mad



Me‘’okaymylove,thatisThato,IhadaflingwithherbeforeI

metyoubutIpromiseIhaven’tseenher

sincewegottogetherIpromise’’shestillhashereyesonme

Her‘’Ihopeso,whatdoesagirleathere’’shesay’slookingat

hermenu

Me‘’pleasedon’tbemadatme,Iloveyouandonlyyou,Iwould

neverhurtyoulikethatangel’’shegivesmeasidesmile

Mandla

Mylifehasbeenrevolvingaroundworkonly,Ihaven’tseenSiza

inawhile,weonlyspeakonthephone

andmymotherisnothappywiththatsoIsendheratext

earlieronandshesaidshealreadyhadplans

butshewillcomeseemetomorrow.Ineedtogetoutandplay

withtheotherkids.Ihaven’thadabeer

indays.Idon’tknowbutitfeelsasifIhaveagedsomuch,

everythingatworkishectic,it’slikeeveryone

needsanoperationthesedays.Iamofftodayandtomorrowso

Iplantogoseethegentsandhavea

fewbeerswiththem,Vusiinvitedustohishouse,hesaidhewill



braaiandwewillhaveachilledone,

SundayalcoholislekkersoIamgameforanything.Igettohis

houseandthesecurityopensformeandI

parkandmakemywayin,IpressthedoorbellandMercyopens

forme

Her‘’ohmyGodpoweraftersuchalongtime’’

Me‘’heysweetie,ithasreallybeenaminutehey’’wehugandI

walkin

Her‘’don’tbesuchastrangerman’’Ismile

Me‘’neveragainIpromise,whereisyourperson’’sheblushes

Her‘’hejustfinishedtakingashower,hewillsoonbedown,you

cangowaitinthegarden,hehas

alreadysetupdrinksforyouguyshelpyourself,Stevewillbe

heresoon’’hedoorbellranditsheopened

andStevewalksin,theyhugandsheushersustothegarden,

theirhouseisbeautifulIgivethemthat

Steve‘’let’sfixadrink,Ihavemissedyourasses’’Ilaughandhe

continueswithmixingourdrinksa

secondlaterVusiappearedwithawidesmile



Him‘’eimajita,howareyouboys’’weallfistbumpandheseats

down

Steve‘’lookatyouglow’’weallburstoutlaughing

Him‘’let’sjustsayIamahappyman’’

Me‘’thingsgoodbetweenyouandthemadam?’’

Him‘’weverygood,Iamsendingthelettertoherfatherduring

theweek’’

Steve‘’whatchanged’’hesighs

Him‘’let’sjustsaywefoundoutthatherdadhasagirlfriend

andshewasmadaboutthatandsowasI

andthemidstofaheatedargumentwedecidedthatitisnot

worthit’’

Steve‘’ehRazorbladehasagirlfriend,ehwhoidthelady,and

whywouldyoubeangryaboutthat,mad

thatyourallowancewillbedecreased’’Ilaugh

Me‘’theyprobablythinkshewillbetheevilstepmother’’Steve

andIlaughbuthekeepsaseriousface

Steve‘’comeonmanit’sjustajokehao,lightenup’’

Me‘’yeahmancomenowwhoisthisgirlfriend’’herubshis

forehead



Him‘’areyousureyouwanttoknow’’

Me‘’sayitalready,curiosityiskillingmehere’’

Him‘’ohwellithasbeenmonthsnow,SizakeleandRazorarein

averyseriousrelationship’’Ifeltmy

heartshutter,Ican’tbelievemyearsrightnow,whywouldshe

associateherselfwithRazor,heisbad

news,acrimeboss,shewillbecaughtinthecrossfire.

Steve‘’whatasinlikeyourex,yourbabymomma?’’heasks

laughing

Him‘’theoneandonly’’

Steve‘’fuckchickisn’tplaying,frombabymamatomotherin

law.Sheisbaddass’’Icouldn’tsay

anything,Ihadathousandthoughtsinmyhead,Ineedtosee

herandtalkheroutofthis

Steve‘’mercytakeshermanandmakeshimhers,andshetakes

herdaddyandmakeshimhersaifok’’

heburstoutlaughing,

Him‘’stopjokingmanthisisseriousstaffhere’’heshutshis

mouthandIcontinuetryingtomakesense

ofallofthis,whycouldshebedoingthis,didheforcehertobe

inarelationshipwithhim



Me‘’youknowwhatguyslet’sgetthispartystarted’’

Steve‘’yeahletusleavethisexturnedmotherinlawdrama’’he

burstsoutlaughingagain

Him‘’fuckoffbruh’’hesayswithasmirk.Whyaretheyfinding

thisfunny.

Thandiwe

Idecidednotsetmyfootattheclubtoday,Iwokeupfeelinga

littlesick,Ijusthopethatgonorrhea

didn’taffectmychild,tomorrowIwanttogoseetheDr,better

safethansorryhey,iwasstillinbed,my

husbandwenttotheclubinthemorning,hemadesuretoleave

mewithfoodsoIdon’tdownstairs,he

saidhewillbebacksoon,ohspeakofthedevil,mydooropens

andhewalksinwithflowers,Imentally

rollmyeyes.Heplacesthemonmypedestalandkissesmy

forehead.

Him‘’howareyoufeelingnow’’Ishrugmyshoulders

Me‘’Iamstillthesame’’



Him‘’ohIamsorrybaby,Letmeprepareadressforyouand

takeyoutothedoctornow’’

Me‘’itislatealreadyandtheywillinsistonadmittingmeSizwe,

plusIhavealreadycontactedmygynae,

Iwillgotoherfirstthingtomorrowmorning’’hesighs

Him‘’promisemethatyouwillneverleavethehouseandcome

totheclub,maybeyoucughtabug

thereorsomething’’Iwanttolaugh

Me‘’Ihighlydoubtthat,andohIwillbeattheclubfrequently’’

Him‘’whyisthat,youarepregnantandlookatyounowyou

sickandwedon’tknowfromwhat’’ohyes

hejustconfirmedit,hismistressworksatthatcubandIwill

definitelyfindher

Me‘’ItoldyouIneedtodosomething,allthisseatingaroundis

makingmegomad,plusyouare

foreverattheclubyouwilllookoutformeaswell’’hesighs

Him‘’MaThabutwespokeaboutthisbaby,ItoldyouIdon’t

wantyouworkingangisho’’

Me‘’Sizweplease’’heshakeshisheadandsigh

Him‘’Iamgoingdownstairstopreparesomethingforyouto

eat’’hegetsupfromthebedandwalksout.



Vicky

OhsoSizwehasbeenkeepinghiswifefromtheworldandusing

usanddiscardinguslikeoldshoes,well

heplayedthewrongonethistime,hewilleatoutofmypalmor

Iwillmakehislifealivinghell,manlike

himhaveacleanpublicrecordwithwiveswhoareacceptedby

thesociety,buttheytreatusliketrashin

thebackgroundwhennooneiswatch.Ifhethinksheisgoingto

dumpmehehasanotherthingcoming,

Iamgoingtobefriendhiswifeandthreatenhimtotakeme

backandincreasemyallowance,thistime

heisnotgoingtoturnmeintoasexslaveforpeanuts.Iam

lookingatmyphonescreen,Iwentto

instagramandsearchedforhertillIfoundherpageandluckily

heraccountisnotprivate.Sheis

beautifulandhaseverything,lookatherhouse,herclothes,the

cars,IwantthattooandSizwewillgive

themtomeifhedoesn’twantmetospillthebeans.Myfriend

andflatmateThatowalksin.



Her‘’heybabe,whatareyoubusywiththere’’

Me‘’juststalkingSizwe’swifeoninstagrambabe’’shelaughs

Her‘’IalsoneedtofindtheskankthatwaswithRazortoday’’

Me‘’someoneweknow’’

Her‘’Ihaveneverseenherbeforehey’’

Me‘’butIthoughtRazordoesn’tdopublic’’shesighs

Her‘’honeytheywereatPigalleplayingloveydovey,heeven

introducedherashisgirlfriend’’

Me‘’hebathong,maybeifyoustalkRazor,youwillfindthegirl’’

shenods

Her‘’buthowtheguydoesn’tevenhavewhatsAppbabe’’I

laughoutloud

Me‘’thiscomingweekendwehaveagentlemen’sweekend,

comethroughmaybehewillbethereafter

alltheyhavebusinesswithSizwe’’

Her‘’gurllllllllllllllllllllyouarealifesaver,Iwillbetherelooking

likeamillionbuckshewouldn’teven

wantthatblackthinghewaswithearlieron’’IlaughbutI

understandRazorisloadedIwouldalsogo



crazyifIsawanotherbitchinhisarmschowingthemoneyand

havingthelifeIwant.

Weshare,wereactandleaveacommentyes?

Siza’stribulations

Chapter42(notedited)

5dayslater

Razor

IdecidedtopayThatoavisitafterthefuckenstuntshepulledI

hadtoputherinherplace,Ialmostlost

mychildrencozofmyrelationshipwithSizaandwepulled

throughIwon’tloseherbecauseofagirllike

Thato,Ihavegaveupsomuchinordertobewiththiswoman.If

Idon’tputoutthefirenow,shewill

thinkIamweakandIameverythingbutweak,myonly

weaknessiscalledSizakeleandrightnowIam

doingthistoprotecther.Iwon’tharmherIamdonewiththat

lifebutshemustknowtonevercross



thatlineagain.Igettoherplaceandpark.Makingmywayin,I

getacallfrommywoman,Ismileandanswer

Me‘’heybeautiful’’

Her‘’heymylove,whereareyou’’

Me‘’Iammanagingriskdowntownlove,wena’’

Her‘’Iammakingmywaytoclubnationnow,Ijustwantedto

letyouknow’’

Me‘’babyIthoughtyouonlyworkingtomorrowandSunday’’

shegiggles

Her‘’babyweneedtosetupangishosthandwasam’’herZulu

accentcomesouttoflexandIblush

Me‘’IhopeOliviasdroppingyouoff’’

Her‘’IrequestedanUberlove,sheiscampus’’Iknowsherolled

hereyesaftersayingthat

Me‘’ohhellnoSizakele,youarenottakingthatthing,rather

waitformethen’’

Her‘’MopleaseloveIwillbeokay,plusyoujustsaidyou

managingrisk’’

Me‘’whenitcomestoyouanythingelsecanwaitshame’’



Her‘’IknowandIloveyouforthatbutbabeIamgoodreally’’

Me‘’okayIwillpickyouupthen’’

Her‘’Iwillwaitforyou,Iloveyouokay’’Ibush

Me‘’Iloveyouratolaka’’shesaysbyeandhangsupandIwalk

toThato’sflatandknock,sheopensand

smilesatsheseesitsme

Her‘’couldn’tstayawayhuh?’’Ipushherasideandwalkin,this

isthefirsttimeIamcominghere,I

wouldnormallyjustpickherupanddropheroffatthegate,she

wouldinvitemebutIwouldrefuse

eachtime.Theplaceisnotwellkeptbutthegirlhasbathed

withmilkwhileleavinginapigsty

Me‘’foragirlwhoisalwayslookingontopofhergame,your

placeisverymessy’’shelooksdown

embarrassed

Her‘’IambusywithschoolandworkRazorIonlyhavethe

chancetocleanonweekends’’Ilaugh

Me‘’right,ifyousayso’’Imakesuretonottouchanything,this

iswhyIdidn’ttakeanyofthewomanI

datedorfuckedtomyhouse,Iamaneatfreak,andIamglad

Sizaisaneatfreaktoo.



Her‘’Iamprettysureyoudidn’tcomeallthiswaytotellme

howdirtymyflat’’Isigh

Me‘’thatiscorrect’’shebitesherlowerlipandIrollmyeyes

Her‘’whatyoumissme?’’

Me‘’don’tflatteryourself‘’

Her‘’Iamheretowarnyoutoneverrepeatwhatyoudidon

Sunday,youseethatladyIwaswith,thatis

thequeen,sheisnotyourmate,sheisnotonyourlevelThato,I

wantyoutochangesideswhenyousee

herwalkdowntheroad,Iwantyoutocloseyoureyeswhenyou

seeher,vanishifyoucan,don’tever

sayathingtoher,don’tevenbotherher,ifIhearcomplainthat

sheevensmelledyouIwillbreakyour

neckdoyouunderstandme’’Isaidwithastraightfaceandshe

isholdingontoherdress,Idon’teven

waitforhertorespond,Ijustwalkoutandleavethedooropen,

sinceitisaFriday,ImightaswellgoseeGadafiorOliviaand

pickupSizalater.

Siza



SoafteralotofconvincingMolemofinallyagreedformetogo

andhelpoutatclubnation.Igetthathe

doesn’twantmeworkingandgoingtoschoolandIhave

stoppedbutSizwewasdesperateanditisnot

inmynaturetonothelpoutwhensomeoneneedsmetoand

forthatfactIwillhelp,whetherhewas

goingtopaymeornot,hegavemeajobwhenIneededitandI

willhelphimbacktoo.myUberdrops

meoffandIgetinside,IseethatIamabout15minuteslate,

thestaffisalreadygoingupanddown,the

eventstartstomorrowsohewillbeclosedtonightsowecan

prepareverywell.Thesemenwillbe

discussingbusinessesworthofmillionssotheplaceneedsto

lookthepart.Sizweseesmeandpracticallyrunstome

Him‘’ohmyGodSiza,thankyouverymuchforcomingthrough’’

Me‘’IamgladIcouldhelp’’

Him‘’youdon’tknowhowrelievedIwaswhenIgotyourcall’’I

smile

Me‘’don’tsweatitman,Iamhappytohelp’’

Him‘’soyouandRazorhuh’’Iblush



Me‘’yepmeandhim’’

Him‘’Ididn’tseethatcomingnotinamillionyears’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youandtherestoftheworld’’

Him‘’soisitaboutsecurityyouknowfinancially’’Irollmyeyes

andlaugh

Me‘’noitisnot,Ilovehim,Ilovethatman’’

Him‘’ohokay,justthattheagedifferenceyouknow’’

Me‘’Iamnotcomfortablediscussingmymanandour

relationship,soifyoudon’tmind’’

Him‘’ohIamsorrypleaseforgiveme,thankyouagainfor

coming’’

Me‘’it’sokay’’IwasabouttowalkawaywhenVickydecidedto

joinusandspeak

Her‘’Iheardyouareback’’

Me‘’justfortheweekenddon’tdie’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohhoneyplease,youdon’tshakemeatall’’

Me‘’thenmypresenceshouldn’tworryyouright’’herface

changed

Him‘’okayladieslet’splayniceplease’’

Her‘’whydidyougobeghertocomeback’’



Him‘’Iexplainedtoeveryonethatsheistheperfectpersonto

theVVIPhostess’’

Her‘’canyoupleaseelaborateSizwe’’

Him‘’whydoyoualwayshavetobelikethishuh’’

Her‘’Iamjusttryingtounderstand,Isthatacrime’’

Him‘’youareimpossible’’

Me‘’Sizwewhetdoyouneedmetodo’’

Him‘’youaredoingmeafavorbeinghere,sodoyouthinkyou

canhelpmecountthestockandensure

thatwehaveenoughfortheweekend’’

Me‘’okayIcandothat’’

Him‘’goodplusyouroutfitiscomfortableenough’’Iamjust

wearingmynikeblackandwhitelegging

withmywhiteairforce1andawhitevest.Let’sjustsayIam

notafraidtouseMo’smoneythesedays.

Her‘’Itshouldbeillegalforagirlasfatasyoutobeallowedto

wearleggings’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Idon’thaveyourtimeboo,youaretoobitterman,bossI

willseeyouinthestoreroomokay’’

Him‘’Iamrightbehindyou,justwanttogocheckhowtheir



doingthatside’’Inodandwalkaway

swayingmy’Fatassandthighs’ijustwanttoannoyVicky.An

smsfromMocomesthroughanditreads

*getoutofmyheadSiza,Ican’tbethinkingaboutyouallday

everyday.Iloveyousomuchangel*

BLUSHBLUSHBLUSHBLUSH….KODWAINDODAYAMI

GUYSICAN’TSHAME

Mandla

IjusthadtocancelmyappointmentwithSiza,Icouldn’tlookat

her,myheartwassosore,outofallthe

maninJozi,shejusthadtochooseRazor,onethemost

notoriousdruglordinthiscountry.Ijustwanted

tonumbthepainIwasfeelinginmyheart,IhonestlythoughtI

hadachancewithher,Iwantedto

explorewherelifewouldtakeus,Imeanhaveyouseenhermher

beauty,herhumbleness,heinnocence

andambition,shewouldhavemadeagreatmotherandwife

andnowthatsheiswithRazorImightas

wellforgetaboutherandapossiblefuture.Ihavebeenstaring



atapictureIoncetookofheronour

waytothevillage,Ican’tIneedabodyjusttoreleaseonthe

angeranddisappointmentandhurt,

becauseofthisIfindmyselfoutsidePalesa’sparentshousein

Soweto.Icalledherandshetoldmeshe

willbeoutinaminute.Iwaitedforanother30minutesandshe

appearedlookingliketheexactsnackI

needtofeaston.Shegetsinthecarandherperfumefillsthe

car.

Her‘’power’’shesay’swithoutlookingatme

Me‘’heybabe’’sheturnsandraisesaneyebrow

Her‘’ohIambabenow’’ohshewantstoplayhardtogetIsee

Me‘’howhaveyoubeen’’

Her‘’Iamfine’’shesay’swithanattitude

Me‘’that’sgoodtohearbeautiful’’shelaughs

Her‘’whyareyouherePower’’

Me‘’IwillbestraightwithyouPalesaImissyou’’

Her‘’ohreallynow,Iamstillthesamegirlyouthrwoutofyour

houseandbrokeupwithlikeacheap



prostitute’’Isigh

Me‘’IknowandIamsorry,Ididn’thealfromwhatyouhaddone

tome’’thatmakesherdropthe

attitude

Her‘’butIbeggedyouforforgiveness’’

Me‘’Iknowbaby’’shesighs,andIknowIhaveremovedallthe

defensivewalls

Her‘’whatareyousayingtome’’Itakeherhandandkissit

Me‘’anothertry?’’

Her‘’startwhereweleftofor?’’

Me‘’Ijustwantustostartonacleanslatebabe,nogrudgesor

anything.Iwantustodateandtakeita

dayatatime’’sheblushes

Her‘’IpromiseIwillbethegirlyouoncefellinlovewithall

thoseyearsagolove’’

Me‘’pleasebaby,nomoreblessersandcheatinganddrinking

alcohollikeafish’’

Her‘’Iamdonewithallofthat’’

Me‘’goodthen,doyouthinkyoucanpackanovernight’’

Her‘’momwasgladthatyouwereoutside,Idon’tthinkshewill



mind,letmegoinandpack’’shegets

outofthecarandcomesbackafter15minutesorso.wedrive

backtomyplacebutdrivethroughat

chickenlickenandalsogetherafewbottlesofwinecozIhavea

bottleofwhiskyinthehouse.Toget

overSiza,Ineedtohavesomeoneinmylifeandbetterthedevil

Iknow.

Her‘’thankyoubaby’’

Me‘’forwhatnow’’

Her‘’comingbacktome’’Ismileather.

Me‘’Ishouldbetheonethankingyouforacceptingmeback’’

Her‘’webothmademistake,wewillgrowpastthattrustme’’

Me‘’Iamgladyouhavetheconfidenceinus’’

Her‘’Imissedyousomuchlove’’Itakeherhandandkissit.

Olivia

Mydadsurprisedmeandpoppedupattheapartment,Iwasn’t

expectingthisatall.Iwasinthekitchen



tryingtofixhimasandwich,hedisappearedtoSiza’sroomand

Iwonderwhatheisdoinginthere.He

hasbeeninthereforquitesometimenow,Iwasjustmaking

himbreadwithguacamole,cheese,ham

andcheesethenaglassofclearapplejuice.Heappearswith

Siza’sweekenderbagandIfrowandhelaughs.

Me‘’youtakingheragain’’

Him‘’yesOliviasheisworkingattheclubthisweekendandI

amgoingtohavetopickherup’’

Me‘’Iwouldhavegladlydonethatdad’’hesmiles

Him‘’Idon’twantyoudrivingatnightnana’’

Me‘’ohmyGodpapa,youaretakingmybestfriendeach

weekendnow’’

Him‘’Olivia,sheismywoman,youunderstandthatdon’tyou’’

Me‘’okayIamgoingtodiereally.whatdoyouexpectmetodo

allweekend’’

Him‘’Oliviayoucanstudy,orwatchTV.IpayforDSTVand

thatNetflixthing,plusyouhaveyourphone

youwillgototheinternet’’



Me‘’orIcanvisityouguys’’helaughs

Him‘’areyouplanningonbeingasparewheelinmy

relationshipnow’’Iburstoutlaughing

Me‘’Iknowmybestfrienddatingmyfatherwillonlytakeher

awayfromme,whatyouaredoingtome

isnotrightatalldaddy’’

Him‘’ohwell,Ihaveneverthankedyouforintroducingmeto

theloveofmylife’’ncomanheissoin

lovejustlookathissmile,Iwantamanthatwilllovemeand

sacrificejustthewaymydaddoesforSiza

Me‘’wellyoucanincreasemyallowance’’

Him‘’Imightjust’’Ipunchtheairasasignofvictoryandhe

laughs

Me‘’youarethebest’’wehug

Him‘’butonaseriousnotebaby,thankyousomuch,Sizakeleis

thebestthingthathaseverhappened

tomeexceptforyouandyoursister’’

Me‘’Iamgladtoseeyouthishappydaddy’’

Him‘’babywhichdrivingschooldidyougoto’’

Me‘’ohmyGodRazoryouforgot,youtheonewhogotmethat



formercarracertoteachme’’hehits

hisforehead.

Him‘’ohyeahIwilltellGadafitocontacthim.IneedtogetSiza

acar,thisuberthingisnotsitingwell

withme’’Ismile

Me‘’daddy,youdothisboyfriendingthingtoowellshame,you

excel,ifitwasacourseinuniversityyou

wouldgraduatecumlaudeItellyouman’’helaugh

Him‘’aren’tyoubeingdramaticOlivia’’

Me‘’Iambeingforealrightnow.Youarethebestpapa.Youand

Sizaaregoals’’

Him‘’thankyounana,doyouhaveanyideawhichcarshe

likes?’’

Me‘’shehardlytalksaboutsuchthing,butIdefinitelyknowthat

shelovesyourBentley’’

Him‘’mmhhhwellinthatcaseIwillgetheraBentley’’Iscream

inexcitement

Me‘’whenIgrowupIwantaboyfriendjustlikeyouMo’’he

laughscozthat’showSizacallshim

Him‘’leavethissillinessandgivememyfoodbeforeshecalls

metocomegether’’Ihandhimhisfoodandweseatonthe



couch

Me‘’Iloveyoudaddy’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iloveyoutooprincess’’ohGodhehasn’tcalledme

princessinawhilethatIjusthadtohughimshame.

Pleasereact,commentandshare .thisistheinsertIoweyou

fromMonday

Siza’stribulations

Chapter43(notedited)

Siza

ItisSaturdayandthedayoftheevent,yesterdayIworkedtill

10pm,wassupposetobethetill12ambut

Modidn’twanttohearanyofthat,sotoavoidapissingcontest

betweenhimandSizweIdecidedtotell

mybossthatIneededtoleaveandhecouldtellthatmyman

wasnothappysohedecidedtoletmego

beforeMochangedhismindaboutmehelpingoutentirely,I

wonderwhat’swiththem.Anywayiam



lookingatallthedressesMobroughtfrommyplaceyesterday

andIdon’tfeellikewearinganyofthem,

Ineedtolookamazing,IamnotapettypersonbutIwantto

increasetheheatonVicky.Iamdepressed

evenmyafroisnotbehavingtodaymygoodnessIcan’tbelieveI

amalreadyhavingabadday,ohwhat

amIgoingtodo.MymanappearsfromthebedroomcozIamin

hiswalkincloset,beingdepressedand

all.Hesmilessweetlyatmeandhandsmeacupofcoffee.This

can’tevenbrightenmymood.

Him‘’babyit’salready11amandyouhaven’tdecidedonwhat

towear,youneedtobeatworkby6pm’’

Me‘’pleasedon’tremindmeMo’’Isighrufflingmyalready

messyhair

Him‘’what’swrongmylovetalktome’’

Me‘’MolemoIdon’tknowwhatIamgoingtowear’’helaughs

Him‘’ohangel,youcan’tbestressingoverthatcomeon’’

Me‘’wellIam,noneofmyclothesmakemefeelgoodabout

tonight,Ineedtolookgood’’heexitsandI

amleftshocked,didhejustwalkoutonmewhileIvent.He



walksbackin

Him‘’takethisandgofindsomething’’hehandsmehisblack

cardandasmilecreepsmyface,whendid

Ibecomethisgirls?

Me‘’ohthankyou,thankyoubaby’’Isayjumpingtohim

Him‘’nexttimejustfindmywallet,youknowthepin.InfactI

needtogetyouyourowncard’’

Me‘’youspoilmetoomuchMr.Motaung’’

Him‘’babyyouaremyqueen,ifIdon’ttakecareofyouwho

will’’Iblushandkisshim.

Me‘’gochange,youaredrivingme’’

Him‘’yesma’am’’hegrabsavestandIamjustinmyblack

floatydressandflipflopsIgrabmyredbag,I

looklikeamessyrichgirl.Mo’smoneydidwonderstome.we

getintohisBentley,lordknowsIlovethis

car,itissocomfortableandspaciousanditwouldsuitme.he

drivestothemallandIgofromshopto

shopfindingnothing,whenIwasabouttogiveup,Ifindthis

creamwhitestripped,overthekneewitha

slitinthebackplaindress,Godithugsmybodysoperfectly,I

amliterallydroolingovermyass.The



pricetagmakesmewanttochokeonmysalivabyMogivesme

thelooks,the‘youknowmoneyisnota

problem’look.Ineedtofindshoesthatwillmakeastatement,

andIfindtheperfectpair.Highheeled

orangesandals.Ifoundmyoutfityouguys.PaysandIaskhim

totakemetothehairsalon,theboodid

andwaitedforme.Mygayhairstylistkeptontellingmehow

luckyIamtohavebeggedhim,richand

loving,Iaskedhowheknowsheislovinghesaid“girlareyou

blind,can’tyouseehowthatmanlooksat

you’’Ijustblushed.Heworkedmagic,hedidn’trelaxmyfrobut

itwassoflatandshinnyinahighbun,

hethendidsomecutefake‘babyhair’,Igotmyeyebrows

shapedcozIdon’tdrawthemsotheyneedto

beonshape.Thengotmyorangegelnailstomatchmyshoes.

Hepaidagainandhewemadeourway

backtothehouseandhekeptonstealingglancesatmeand

blushing

Him‘’yourhairreallylooksamazingbaby,Iamgladyoudidn’t

optforaweave’’

Me‘’youdon’tlikeweaves?’’



Him‘’Idon’thaveaproblemwiththem,youcanwearthemfrom

timetotime,butyournaturalhairis

yourcrown,youlookamazingwithit’’Iblush

Me‘’howamInotsupposetofallinlovewithyoudeeperand

deeperwhenyousaysuchperfectthings’’

Him‘’youareperfectSizakele,neverleavemebaby’’myheart

justmeltedshame

Thandiwe

Iamfeelingmuchbetter,theDrsaidIjustneededrestfora

whileandIdid.SotodayIwillbegoingto

theclubtosupervisethewaitresses,thosegirlscanbebitchyad

fishforrichman,thenslackwhileat

work,Idon’twantanyofthemtogivemyclubabadname.

Workfirstthentheywillminglelateranddo

whatevertheywant,theyfirstlyneedtomaketheclubmoney.I

foundtheperfectdressfortheevening,

itdoesn’tshowmybumpandIamgratefulcozIdon’twant

peoplewonderingwhyapregnantwomanis

doingattheclub.Itisalready16:30pmsoItakemyhandbag



andleave.Thedriveisfastcozsurprisingly

thereisnotraffic.Igetthereinnotimeandgetin,thereplace

looksamazingImustadmit.Peoplewill

startarrivingat6pmandwewillbebriefingthestaffat17:30.I

gostraighttomyhusband’sofficeand

walkinwithoutknocking;heisonhisphonewithhisfeetonthe

desk.Hestandsupwhenhesetshiseyesonme.

Him‘’youareearly’’

Me‘’Iamjustexcitedtobehelpingouttonight’’Isaysounding

soexcited

Him‘’butIwantyououtofherebymidnight’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’IknowSizwe.Wehavealreadyagreedonthat’’

Him‘’Iamgladyourememberthat,didyoueat’’

Me‘’Iwillgrabsomethingnow’’

Him‘’pleasedomaTha’’Ismile,hecanbesweetwhenhewants

Me‘’soiseveryonehereyet?’’

Him‘’yeseveryoneis,exceptourVVIPhostess’’

Me‘’didyoutrycallhertofindoutwhatiskeepingher,Imean

wepayhertobehere,Ineedtohavea



wordwithherwhenshegetshere’’

Him‘’nodon’tdothat,sheisactuallydoingusafavorbaby,

don’tmakehergetoutofhere,cozVVIP

willhavenoone,sheisperfectforthatareayouwillseeher,she

hasclassandelegance,notbitchy’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumeansheisdoingusafavor’’

Him‘’maThalisten,shewasworkingherebutresignedwhen

schoolstarted,sheisinmedschool,soshe

saidthepressureofschoolandworkwillbetoomuchforher.I

askedhertocomehelpoutandshe

agreed,ifyougiveherahardtimehermanwon’thesitateto

dragheroutofhere,hedidn’twanther

hereinthefirstplace,soplease’’Iwasabouttoanswerwhena

knockcamethrough,Sizweshouted

comeinandthedooropened,Ididn’tbothertolookbacktosee

whoitis.

Voice‘’ohsorrytointerrupt,IwasjusttellingyouIhave

arrived’’Sizwesmiles,Irecognizethevoice

though

Him‘’ohthankyouonceagain,Iwasjusttellingmywifeabout

you.Babythisisthegoddesswewere



discussing,tellmeifImadeamistakepracticallybeggingherto

helpout’’IturnedandIalmostfell,no

thiscan’tbe.Buttherehorroronherfaceconfirmedthatitis

her

Him‘’SizameetmywifeThandiwe,andlovethisisSiza’’we

didn’tmove,wecontinuedstaringateach

other;Iwasthefirsttomovemyeyesfromhers.Shewas

lookingsoelegant,heroutfitscreamed

expensive,herafroisperfectlystyled,andshehasalwayshad

theperfecthair.Ilookedatmyhusband

andhehadaconfusedlook

Him‘’ladiesiseverythingokay?’’

Me‘’Iknowher,Sizaismysister’’Ilooksatheragainandsheis

stillstarringatme.

Him‘’whatdoyoumeanyoursister,Ineverknewthatyoudid,I

onlyknowyouastheonlychild’’

Me‘’uhmI,uhmbabadisownedherwhenshefellpregnantat

16,wehadn’tmetatthattimesothat’s

whyyoudidn’tknowofherexistence’’Sizwewantedtoanswer

butSizabeathertoit

Her‘’uhmbigbossIwillbeintheVVIPsectionfamiliarizing



myselfwiththesetupanddoingfinaltouch

ups’’henoddedandshewalkedout,Ihaveneverreallybeena

fanofmysister,sheissobeautiful,her

complexionandbodyandhair,sheisjustperfecttooperfect.

Myhusbandislookingatmefullof

questions,Isighandignorehisgaze,andthisistheperfecttime

togogetfood.Iwalkout

Siza

Ican’tbelievemysisterismybosseswife,IneverthoughtandI

actuallyprayedthatIdon’tbumpinto

herwhileIamstillinthiscity,IguessitisnotasbigasI

thought.Seeingherbroughtbackallthose

memoriesofthepast,IneverreallyunderstoodwhyThandiwe

hatedme,fromaveryyoungage,each

timeIdidsomethingwrong,shewouldruntomyfatherto

reportmeandthatmanwouldbeatmefor

thesmallestofthings,andthatwouldmakemysistersohappy,

becauseshewastheperfectdaughter.

WhenIfallpregnantshewasecstatic,beingdisownedmeant



thatshewillbetheonlychild.Iwent

straighttothebathroomafterseeingherandcriedabit,Iam

gladIdon’tputonmake-upcozIwouldbe

amessrightnow.Iwalkoutandgotothestaffroomforthe

briefing.Theyarealreadygatheredin

there,ThandiweisholdingSizwe’shand.Imakesuretokeepmy

eyesawayfromthem.

Sizwe‘’sofortheVVIP,there5ofyouwillbeworkingunder

Siza,remembershewillsignalyoutowhenyoushouldgoto

eachtable’’

Voices‘’sureboss’’

Thandiwe‘’andwhoissupervisingSiza’’Ikeepmycoolstillnot

lookingather

Sizwe‘’nooneis,shehandledeverythingperfectlyherselfthe

lasttime,Iincreasedthenumberof

waitressandthatwillmakeworkefficiently’’

Thandiwe‘’Ithinkshewillneedsomehelpbaby’’

Vicky‘’Ithinksotoosisterboss’’Ijustchuckle

Thandiwe‘’isthereaproblemSiza?’’Ilookather



Me‘’uhmSizweIdon’tthinkthiswillworkoutIamsorry’’I

attempttowalkoutbutKatholdsmyhand

Kat‘’noSizapleasewithoutyouinthere,thatsectionwillbe

chaos,wehaveneverhadinwell

maintainedlikeyoudidwhenyouworkedhere’’

Sizwe‘’pleaseSiza,Icalledyoubecauseyouarethebestplease’’

Me‘’itseemslikemycapabilitiesarebeingquestioned,andthat

willbehardformetodomyjob,I

wouldhavebeenathomehavingaquietnightworkingonmy

assignments,ImeanIamamedstudent,

butIsacrificedmytimeandIwillnotbeinsulted’’hegiveshis

wifeandVickyalook

Sizwe‘’IsincerelyapologiesSiza,please’’Isighandgobackto

whereIwas.Hecontinuestotelluswhat

todoforthenightandallthatandafterheisdone,Iamthe

firsttowalkoutandmyteamfollowsme.I

tellthemwheretowaitandhowwewillbeworkingandtheyall

agreewithmysystemandIamglad.It

isaroundpast6pmandpeoplearealreadyarriving,themusic

playing.Themoodisset,butnotforme,

stillcan’tbelieveThandiwestilllooksdownonme,sheis



unbelievable.Myphoneringsandit’sMo,I

movetoaquietspaceandanswer

Me‘’mylove’’

Him‘’IhopeIamdisturbingyoubaby’’Isigh

Me‘’notatallbabe,Iamgladyoucalled’’

Him‘’iseverythingokay,youdon’tsoundfine?’’

Me‘’Iwilltellyoulaterathome’’

Him‘’okay,Iwillbethereinaboutanhourokay,justwaitingon

Gadafi’’

Me‘’okaylove,don’tforgetmyflatsforwhenIamdonehere’’

Him‘’alreadyinthecarebaby,needanythingelse’’

Me‘’nolovejustthoseshoes,Iloveyou’’

Him‘’Iloveyoutoo,Iwillseeyoulater,whateveritisdon’tletit

gettoyou’’

Me‘’thanksbaby’’hesaysbyeandwehangup,Iamalready

feelingmuchbetter,Iwon’tletThandiwe

andVickyruinmymood,especiallymysister,shehasalready

hadafairshareofthatandnowIdon’t

leaveunderherMercy,thismightbetheirclubbutherhusband

beggedmenottheotherwayround



Vicky

Sizwe’sbloodywifejusthadtoshowuptonight,isn’tshe

pregnant,shemustbeathomelookingafter

theotherchildandmakingsurethatthehouseisinorder,it

clearlyshowsthatshedoesn’tknowher

placewell.Imeansheruinedmyplans,Iwantedtosomefun

withherhusbandafewtimestonight,

afterallthatiswhatwenormallydo,ontheotherhandthat

blackfatthingjusthadtoshowuplooking

thathot,asniceastheoutfitisitwouldhaveworkedona

petiteyellowbonelikemyself.Iwonder

whereshegetstheremoneytobuyalltheseexpensiveclothes

from,thereisnothinginnocentabout

her,shelowkeybutIswearsheisjustliketherestofustrying

tomakeitinJozi.Iamalreadyinmy

post,VIPisnotasfireasVVIPphelathatsidewehavethebig

fishes,thekindthatbuysyouahousea

carandablackcard,IamtalkingtripstoParis,NewYorkthe

likes,ifyoudoyourthingwellhoneyyou



canevengetthering.AndSizwejusthadtogiveittoSizamxm.

MyphonebeepsanditsThato,shesays

sheisattheentrance,Igoandgethereandquicklyusherherto

theVIPsectionbeforetheyseeher.

atleastwhensheisintheretheywillnotaskquestion,my

sectionisalreadypackedsoitwon’tbea

problemforhertofindsomeonetobuyherdrinksallnight.

Thato‘’yohchommiethankyoufortheinvitebabe,thisplaceis

goingtobefireItellyou’’

Me‘’Itoldyoumngane,wearesecuringthebagtonight’’

Thato‘’eishbutthesharksarethatside’’

Me‘’don’ttellmeaboutthathle’’

Thato‘’whereisthatwhorethatSizwereplacedyouwith?’’

Me‘’Iwillshowhertoyou’’

Thato‘’doyouthinksheissleepingwithhim’’

Me‘’thatistheonlylogicalexplanation’’shewasaboutto

answer,whenSizaappearedfromhersection

Me‘’theresheisinthecreamwhitedress’’shestandsandtakes

alookather



Thato‘’heroutfitiselegantman,looksexpensive.Butsheisstill

abitchnxa’’

Me‘’tellmeaboutme’’shefrownsandlooksatSizaagain

Thato‘’ohnosheisn’t’’

Me‘’what,whatiswrong?’’

Thato‘’sheisthebitchthatwaswithRazor,theonehe

introducedashisgirlfriend,andcameto

threatenmefor’’nowthatexplainsalot,theexpensiveclothes,

phone,jewelryandcosmetics

Me‘’what,whatdothesemanseeinthatfatuglything’’

Thato‘’Iwondertoo,Imeanjustlookathowblacksheiseven’’

Me‘’shehascrossedthewronggirlsthistime,wewillshowher

flames’’

Thato‘’butchommierememberwhatRazorsaid’’Isigh

Me‘’wewillmakeaplan’’weseeRazorandthatscarylooking

manwhoisfuckinghandsomeatthe

sametimewalkin,andhissmilewhenheseesSizaisthewidest

ever.Hepullshertohimgentlyand

kissesherlipshishandsonhiswaist.Hesayssomethingtoher

andshegiggleshidingherfaceonhis



chest,theyletgoandshehugsRazorsfriendandthenleads

themtohersection,IlookatThatoandshe

havingchestpain

Thato‘’justlookatthemchommie,theywereexactlythislovey

doveyattherestaurant’’

Me‘’thesementhinktheycanplayusthendumpus’’

Thato‘’thisisallsowrong,whycan’ttheyloveus,wealso

deserveit’’

Me‘’waitandseemyfriend,theywillcomebacktousbegging

andscreaming’’welaughandhighfive

Razor

Arrivingattheclubsheissoexcitedtoseeme,Ilovehowshe

isn’tashamedtobeseenwithmein

public.Thatgivesmesomuchconfidence,ItakeherIpullherto

meandkiss,wekeepitbriefand

passionate,Idon’twanttomessupherlipstick,shelooks

amazingGod,Iknewhowtowaitman,sheis

perfection,lookathowsexyandelegantshelooks,shelet’sgo

ofmeandhugsGadafi,thenshewalksus



tothesection,andplacesusinthedarkareashegaveusthe

lasttime.Ilovethisspotcozpeoplecan’t

seeusbutwecanseeme,soIcanseeallthesethirstyman

droolingovermywoman.Sheleavesand

comesbackwithabottleofGlenlivetandmixersandbottlesof

water.

Her‘’hereyouarebaby.didyouguyseatbeforecomingover’’

Me‘’yesbabywepassedbythetaxirank,andgotskopandpap’’

shelaughs

Gadafi‘’realfoodhe’’

Her‘’okaythen,letmegobacktomypost,enjoyandcallme,

whenyouneedanything’’sheattemptstowalkaway.

Me‘’yougonnaleavejustlikethatnow?’’shecomesbackand

pecksmylips

Her‘’Iloveyou’’Iblush

Me‘’Iloveyouangel’’sheblushedandwalksaway.

Gadafi‘’don’ttakethisthewrongwaybrotherbutyourwoman

isbeautifulyeses’’

Me‘’sheisagoddessGadafi,Iamblessed’’



Gadafi‘’Iseewhyyouarethisobsessedabouther,Iwouldgo

crazywouldn’tevenallowherhere’’I

laugh,ifonlyheknew

Me‘’Idon’twanttocontrolher,sheloveshelpingandIwon’t

stophere,Iwillonlybepresenttoprotect

herfromvultureslikeSizwe’’henodsandmixesourdrinks

Thandiwe

IamlookingcloselyatSizakele,andImustadmithersectionis

wellcoordinated,themaninthereare

eatingoutofherpalm,theyareorderingthemostexpensive

drinksandplatters.Tablesareallfullof

alcohol.ShemightbeworkingwellbutIdon’tappreciatemy

husbandstandingupforherlikethatand

evengoingasfarasbegginghertocomehelpout.IspotVicky

andwalktoher,sheissluttythisone,but

shewillanswermyquestions.Sheisattendingsometableanda

guyisbrushingherbehindandsheis

giggling,sheseesmeandwhisperssomethingtohimand

comestome



Her‘’sisterboss’’

Me‘’don’tmixbusinesswithpleasure,youcanentertainhim

outsideofhere,wedon’twanttobe

accusedofpimpingoutourwaitresses’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iunderstand’’

Me‘’sotellme,areyouatrustworthyperson’’

Her‘’IbelieveIam’’

Me‘’good,Iamgoingtoasandbehonest’’

Her‘’Ipromise,what’sup’’

Me‘’whoismyhusbandsleepingwithamongstthewaitresses’’

shelooksdownandbackatme

Her‘’areyousureyouwanttoknow’’

Me‘’Iampositive’’shelooksattheVVIPsectionandsigh

Her‘’Sizaissleepingwithyourhusbandsisterboss’’Inodand

walkaway,Iwilldealwiththattramp

oncetheeventisover.

Pleasereact,commentandshare.Mysilentreaderjusta



reactionatleast,showmesomelovecummon

Siza’stribulations

Chapter44(Notedited)

Siza

Thenighthasbeensobusy,Ihaven’tevenhadthechanceto

seatdownandrestmyfeet,theseheels

arekillingmerightnow,butIhavetosoldieron,thesemenlove

attentiontheykeeponcallingmefor

nothing,someevenaskingformynumber,thisonetimeMo

hadtostepinandkissmesotheycouldall

seethatIwastaken,Iknowright,mineistooclingy.Peopleare

alreadyleavingandIamthankfulfor

them,mysectionisleftwithagroupofmenabout6theyarein

deepdiscussing,Ican’texitthisroom

beforetheydo,Ihavetousherthemout.Theyseatforabout

30minutesandtheyallstandup,Isighin

reliefIjustwanttogetoutofbedanddrifttolalaland.Iescort

themoutandoneofthemthanksmefor



theexcellentservice.Ismileandattempttowalkbackinside

whenthebouncerstoppedmeand

informedmethat‘taRazor’saidhewenttogetmyflatshoes

fromthecar,Ismileandthankhim.The

placeisemptynowandthemusichasstoppedplaying,thank

Godforthesilence.Onlythewaitresses

andwaiterswerewaitingandsomegirlIassumeisVicky’s

friend,Idon’tspotmysistersoIassumeshe

hasretiredforthenight.Sizwecomesthroughfromhisoffice

Him‘’everyonepleasegatheraround’’wedidandhewas

wearingthebiggestsmile

Him‘’thankyouforastalerperformance,wereachthetarget

andexceededit,weevenhavetogobuy

morealcoholfortomorrow’’weallcheer

Voice‘’hopefullywewillgetbigfatbonuses’’onewaitresssays

andwealllaugh,Thandiweappears

frombehindherhusbandandstandsnexttohim

Him‘’wewillseehowyouperformtomorrow,ohImeanlateron

today.Iknowyouarealltired,soIwill

hireacleaningcompany,andyouguyscanrestandcomehere



at5pm,howisthat’’theyallcheer

Kat‘’surethingboss,willyoumanagegettingaholdofthe

suppliersalone?’’

Him‘’IwilltrymfanaifIfindtroubleIwillcontact,andthank

youallespeciallySizaandtheteamyou

madeusalotofmoney’’theothersclapformyteamandwe

smile

Him‘’okayeveryone,youcanallgohome,besafe.Thosewith

notransportthetaxiIhirediswaitingfor

youatthebackentrance’’Iwasabouttowalkawaywhenmy

sisterapproachedme

Her‘’Sizakele’’Ijustlookatherandsaynothing,shestaredat

meforaminuteandthengavemeahot

slapacrosstheface,itstings,Ijustcuppedmycheekandlook

atherwithtearsinmyeyes,everyone

wasshockedandherhusbandquicklycametowardsus

Him‘’Thandiwewhatthehellareyoudoing’’

Her‘’staythehellawayfrommyhusbanddoyouhearme’’

Him‘’whatthehellareyoutalkingabout,whywouldyouslap

her’’

Her‘’youhavenoshameSizwedefendingyourmistress’’what



shethinksIamsleepingwithhim,Ididn’t

havethestrengthtoengageinanargumentwithher.Ijustturn

andwalkawayIbumpintoMolemo

whoimmediatelypanicsasheseesmytears,hedropsmyslides

andholdsme

Mo‘’heybabywhatswrong?Whoismakingyoucry’’Isob

Me‘’Sizwe’swifeslappedme,shethinkIamsleepingwithher

husband’’heletgoofmeandlookedat

myface

Mo‘’shedidwhat’’hewalkspastmeandmakeshiswayto

findingmysister,angervisiblefromhiseyes

andposture,Itryrunningafterhisbegginghimtoletitbebut

hedoesn’twanttohearme,hefindsher

andtherestinthespot,Sizwenoticeshimandtriestoshield

hiswifebuthewasn’tquickenough,Mo

grabbedherbyherdressandgaveherakillerlookIhavenever

seenbefore.Sizwetriedpleadingwith

himbuthedidn’twanttohearit,Thandiwewassoscared,I

swearshecoulddie,tearsalreadyformed

Sizwe‘’Razorpleaseman,forgiveher,shemadeamistake.She

ispregnant’’



Mo‘’shutthefuckupboy,youshouldhavekeptheroffmine’’

Sizwe‘’itwillneverhappenagain’’

Mo‘’damnrightitwon’t’’hestillheldThandiwebythedress

Me‘’babypleaselet’sgohome’’hedidn’tlookatme,hemoved

hiseyestomynowcryingsister

Mo‘’ifyouever,Imeaneveragaintrythisbullshitagain,ifyou

everlayahandonmywomanagain,I

willpeeloffyourskin,takeoutthischildinsideofyou,chopit

andmakeyoueatit,doyouunderstand

me’’shenodsvigorouslyandhelethergoandfixesher

Mo‘’Iamgladweareonthesamepage,wenaSizwe,youcan

forgetaboutseeingSizakelebackhere,

betterstarttryingtofindanotherhostessdoyouhearme’’

Sizwe‘’comeonbrotherplease,Iwillmakesuremywifeisnot

heremanplease’’

Mo‘’Iamnotyoubrother’’helooksatmewithsofteyeslikehe

wasn’tboilingasecondago

Mo‘’letmegetyouhomemylove,youaretired.Heheldmy

handandsawthatmyfeetwerepaining,

heleftmethereandwenttogetmyslides,insteadofchanging

myshoes,hejustcarriedmeoverhis



shoulderwitheveryonewatchinglikeweareascenefroma

movie.Wegottothecarandheplaceme

inmyseatandstrappedmyseatbeltandwalkedtohissideand

gotin.hestartedtheengineandthecar

roaredtolifeandhespedoff,guessheisstillangry.

Thandiwe

IhaveneverbeenthatscaredinmylifeJesus,Ithoughtthat

manwillkillme,hewayhewaslookingat

me,Ididn’tevenforoncethinkthathewasjokingwhenhesaid

hewouldmakemeeatmybaby,Ihave

heardoftheRazorBlade,Ijustdidn’tthinkIwouldbeonhis

badside,myhusbandcouldn’tevenpull

himoffme,butwhowould,everyoneintheclubwasscaredto

evenbreath,howdidSizaendupwith

suchapowerfulman.Iamliterallystillshaking;Icanstillhear

hisvoicethreateningme.Weareinthe

car,myhusbandisdrivinglikeamanmad,obviouslymadatme.

Iamevenafraidtosayanything.We

gettothehouseandhejustparksnotevenbotheringtocome



toopenmydoor.Hewalksstraighttothe

house,Imakemywayinsidefearingformylife,Iknowthat

moodandheisnotpleasantwhenheislike

that.Igettoourbedroomandheischanging,Istandandjust

lookathim,canheatleastshoutatme,

thissilenttreatmentwon’tworkplease.SinceIamtheonein

thewrongIshouldbeapologizing,Iwalk

tohimandattempttoholdhim,heroughlyuntanglesmyhands

fromhisbodyandturnstogivemeaslapIscream.

Him‘’Idon’twanttoseeyouattheclubeveragaindoyou

understand’’

Me‘’Iamsorrybaby’’Icry.

Him‘’youfuckedup,youprovokedRazor,andhewillforever

holdthisagainstme,likethatisn’tenough

youaccusemeofsleepingwithSiza,sheisyoursisterIam

amazedthatyoudon’tknowthekindof

personsheisThandiwe.NowIhavetogofindareplacement,

wherewillIgetareplicaofher,doyou

knowwhythosemanspendthewaytheydo,itisbecauseofher,

theyhaveneverseensuchperfection,



itmakesthemspendmoreandmore,nowyou’vefuckedthat

up’’

Me‘’IknowImessedupSizwe,IamsorryIwillneverhappen

again’’

Him‘’whothehellevensaidIamsleepingwithSiza,wherethe

helldidyouhearthatbull’’

Me‘’fromoneofthewaitresses’’helaughs

Him‘’youaresostupid,doyouknowthat?Youareeasily

manipulated,howdidIgetmarriedtoadumb

fucklikeyou,yeses’’hesayswithsomuchhateinhisvoice,I

justcried

Him‘’don’tevenstartwiththewaterworks.Ifyougoingtocry

likeaflippingbabygosleepintheother

room,IneedtorestsoIcanwakeupinthemorningandgofix

themessyoucreated’’hegotinthe

coversandIstoodthereregrettingmyactions,couldthatgirl

havedeceivedmeormyhusbandisjusta

greatliar,didsomethinghappenbetweenthembeforeshegot

withRazor.

Razor



Iwakeupbeforemywoman,sheissleepingsopeacefully,Ican

stillfeeltherageforthatwoman,how

dareshelayherfilthyhandsonmyqueen,thenerve.Istillneed

togopayheravisittomakesurethat

sheheardme,noonebringstearstoSizakele’seyesandgoscot

free,itdoesn’tworklikethat.Ilostmy

coolandIneverwantedhertoseethatsideofme,butpeople

can’thurtmywoman,sheisinnocent

andfragile,shelovesseeingpeoplehappyandcomfortable,and

whywouldtheywanttogiveheradish

shenevergivestoothers.Myangerdoesn’twanttogoawayI

feellikeinflictingpainonSizwe’swifelike

shedidmyangel,butIknowbetterthattoharmawoman.I

makemywaytothegymtoblowoffsome

steam,Iwouldburymyselfdeepinsideofherandloosemyself,

butsheistiredpluswhenwegothomeI

gaveheronefireroundanditknockedherrightoutlike

sleepingpills.Mygymsessiontakesanhour

topsandIgotakeashowerandsheisstilloutofit,Icalloneof

myboysandtellthemtogogetus



breakfastfromsomerestaurant,heshouldtellthemit’sme,

theywillfixhimmyusual,butitshouldbe

fortwo.Hecomesbackinnotime,beforetheMrs.Wakesup,I

placethefoodonthetrayandgoback

toourbedroom.Shelookssobeautifulbutsheneedtowakeup

now,Imissher.Ishakeherabitand

shemakesacutenoiseandpullsthecoversup,Ilaugh

Me‘’comeonbaby,Imissyou’’

Her‘’giveme5moreminutes’’Isigh

Me‘’nomyangelIhavebeenupforhoursnow,whatdoyou

wantmetodoaloneinthishouse’’she

laughsandremovestheduvetandsitsup

Her‘’okay,okayIamup’’Iblushandkissher

Me‘’Igotusbreakfast,weshouldeatcozit’sstillwarm’’she

smilesandweeatincomfortablesilence

tillwedone.Itakethetraybackdownstairsandcomebackand

sheisinthebathroombrushingher

teethandwashingherface.

Me‘’letmelookatyourface’’Iexaminewheresheslappedher,



sheisbruisedabitandachangeof

color.Ikisshercheekandshegiggles

Her‘’itisnolongerpainfulbabydon’tworryokay’’

Me‘’Iwantedtostraggleher’’

Her‘’don’tbabyevenwhenyouseehernexttimejustletherbe,

sheisstillmysisterthough’’Ifrown

Me‘’whatdoyoumeanyoursisterbaby?’’shesighsdeeply

Her‘’sheisThandiwemybigsisterbabe’’

Me‘’doessheknowsheisyoursister’’shelaughs

Her‘’ofcourseshedoeslove,mysisteralwayshadaproblem

withmebabyfromaveryyoungage,even

whenIwasdisownedshewashappy’’Iclenchmyjaws.

Me‘’Iamsorrymybaby’’

Her‘’itsokay,Iamoverthat.Iamabiggirlyouknow’’

Me‘’youaremyfierce,strong,ambitious,innocent,beautiful,

sexygirl’’shegigglesmyfavoritesound

Her‘’yesbabyyours,andonlyyours’’

Me‘’Iloveyouokay,andIamsorryIwasn’ttheretostopher

fromslappingyouyesterday’’sheblushes



Her‘’youstoodupformeandthatisenoughlove’’Ismile

Her‘’andIloveyoumost’’Ikissherfullyonthelips.

Me‘’whatdoyouwantustodotoday’’

Her‘’sinceIamnotgoingtoworktoday,howaboutwegoto

thefourwaysfarmersmarket’’Ismile

Me‘’isitnice?Ihaven’tbeen’’

Her‘’Ihaven’tbeeneither,butIhearitisgreat’’

Me‘’okaythenfourwaysitisthen’’

Her‘’Iamchoosingouroutfitsokay’’shetakesmyhandand

leadsmetothecloset

Vusi

TodayisaSundayandMercyaskedtodosomethingtogether,

thattimeIpromisedUrielthatIwillbe

spendingtheafternoonwithher,Iwon’tliejugglingtwowoman

wholoveattentionisnoteasyatall,

butIamnotlettinggoofeither,theybothhavetheirbenefitsif

IcouldIwouldmarrythebothofthem,I

toldMercythatIhadaclientwhoinvitedmetoaroundofgolf



andsheunderstoodbecauseshegrew

upwithafatherwhowoulddosuch.ImadesureIgaveherhot

sexbeforeIleftandpromisetotakeher

outtodinnerwhenIgotback,shewassoexcited,atleastIam

notmakingeitherofthemsufferorfeel

neglected.IgettoUriel’splaceandgetout.Shetoldmeto

comeemptyhanded.Iopen;ohshegaveme

akeybytheway.Imakemywaytothekitchenanditsmells

nice,IwalktoherbalconycozIseethe

dooropen.Theisaromanticsetupfortwoandsoftmusicis

playing,sheclearsthethroatandIturnto

lookather,sheisinasexyredlingerie.Ibitemylowerlipand

shesmiles

Her‘’welcomehomebaby’’

Me‘’nowthisisthelife,youlookamazingandthefoodsmells

divine,youcooked?’’

Her‘’yesIdiddzaddyjustforyou’’Ismilethisgirlknowshowto

takecareofaman

Me‘’youareamazingdoyouknowthat’’

Her‘’Ilovehearingitfromyou.Comethoseclothesarenot



comfortablelove’’Ifollowhertothe

bedroomandshegetsmenakedandgivesmeagownand

sleepersfromWoolworths

Me‘’yougotmethese’’

Her‘’yesIwantyoutobecomfortablelove’’Ismile

Me‘’youaresoconsiderate’’

Her‘’IknowhowtotakecareofmymanVee.Howlongdowe

have’’

Me‘’Ihavetobackat7pm,takinghertodinner’’shegiggles

Her‘’Iwillmakesurenottofeedyoutoomuch’’Ilaugh,thisone

isnaughty.

Olivia

Ohthishouseisboringshame;mydadiskillingmealways

takingSizanomannotfair.Ihavebeen

lockedupinherewatchingbacktobackseries,mysocialmedia

isboring,Idon’tknowwhattodowith

myself,IhavebeendrinkingHennesseyfromFridaynight,there

isaknockonmydoorandIgoopen,it’s



mysister,shehasagiftbagwithher

Me‘’hey,whatalovelysurprise,comein’’shedoesandweseat

Her‘’youlooksomiserable’’

Me‘’blameyourfather’’

Her‘’why,whatdidhedo?’’Isigh

Me‘’hetookmybestfriend,whohappenstobehisgirlfriend’’

shelaughs

Her‘’isshealwaysathishouse’’

Me‘’yourfatherevencomesheretopackherbagsinher

absence’’shefrowns

Her‘’aretheythatserious’’Ismile

Me‘’veryserious,andtheyaresohappyMercyyoushouldsee

them,Isweartheyaregoals’’

Her‘’ohIthoughttheyarebothhavingissues,thoughtitwill

blowoversoon’’

Me‘’notachance,Iwouldn’tbesurprisediftheyweretoget

marriedthat’showinlovetheyare’’she

chokesonhersalivaandIquicklygivehermyglasslaughing



Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandsharewithothersguys.

Happyweekend.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter45(notedited)

Siza

IwasspendingthedaywithOliviatoday,Ihavebeenneglecting

myfriend,andit’snotfair,sheprobably

feelslikeIdon’tcareabouthersinceIgotitgoingwithherdad,

andthatisimpossiblebecausesheisthe

firstpersonthatevershowedmelovewhenIfirstgottothis

cityandIwillneverturnmybackonherno

matterwhat.shewenttoschoolearlieronandItookitupon

myselftocookheraverynicemealand

wenttobuyussomewine.TodayIamdrinkingwithher,and

doingwhatevershewants,sheneedsto

knowthatshestillhasabestfriend.Imadelasagna,Iknowshe

lovesit,mycookingskillsforthesefancy

thingshasimproved,thanktothesecookingshowsandbooks.

Theflewopenandshewalkedinlooking



likehell,Ismilesweetlyatherandshethrewherselfonthe

couch

Me‘’hecticday’’shesighs

Her‘’dayfromhellbabe,Ijustwanttoeatshowerandsleep’’

myexcitementfell

Me‘’OhIwashopingwecould,nevermindyouaretiredbabe’’

shelookedatmeandfrowned

Her‘’spillitoutSiza’’Isigh

Me‘’IcookedyourfavoriteandIboughtsomewine,thoughtwe

couldmaybehaveamealanddrinks,

talkshitandjustbond.Imissyou’’shesmiledandstandsup

andcomesstraighttomeandembracesme

sotenderly

Her‘’youaresoconsiderate,Ihavebeenmissingyou’’webreak

thehug

Me‘’sowhatdoyousay’’

Her‘’Isay,godishupandIwillpouruswine,youdrinking

right?’’

MeIamdoingwhateveryouwantmetodo’’



Her‘’nowyoutalking’’thesmileonherface,priceless.

Me‘’sohowwasyourweekend’’

Her‘’pleasedon’task,Ihadtheworstweekendeverbabe.Iwas

allaloneinthisapartmentand

watchingseries.Ihaveneverbeenthatbored’’

Me‘’IamsorryLiv’’shepoursourwineandIdishup

Her‘’itsokay.Howwasyourweekend’’Ilaughandtakeasipof

wine

Me‘’dramaticbabe.ApparentlySizwemybossifmysister’s

husband’’shegavemealook

Her‘’andhowdidyounotknow’’

Me‘’rememberIwasdisownedbeforeshecouldgetmarried,so

Ididn’thavetheluxuryofattending

theirwedding,mydadmadeitclearthatIwasn’tapartofthe

familyanymore’’thepainIfeltsaying

thosewords.

Her‘’Iamsorryokay’’

Me‘’itsokay,thatwasalongtimeago.Sheslappedmeand

accusedmeofsleepingwithherhusband’’

Her‘’shewhat?Thatbitchtouchedthewrongone,Ineedtotell



dadaboutthat’’Ilaugh,sheisMo’s

daughterthisone.

Me‘’don’tworryaboutthat,Motookcareofherinstantly,she

willnevertrythatshitagain’’shelaughs

Her‘’nowthatismydaddy.Ihopeyouwon’tsetfootatthat

clubagain.It’stimeyourboyfriendgave

youanallowance’’Ilaughandshetakesabiteofherlasagna

Me‘’hewouldn’tletmegobackthereevenifIwantedto.And

healreadydoesalotformeLiv,Iam

comfortable,Idon’tworryaboutrent,tuitionandclothessoI

amcomfortabledon’tneedanallowance.

Ijustwanthisloveeverythingelseisabonus’’shesmiled

Her‘’thewayyouguysloveeachother,itmakesmefeelso

guiltyforeverwantingtobreakingyouup’’

Me‘’itsokaywearepassedthatnow’’

Her‘’I’vebeenwonderingyouknow’’Ifrowncozshehasthat

lookonherface

Me‘’ohmyGod,what?’’shelaughs

Her‘’itissowrongofmebutIcan’thelpbutwonder’’

Me‘’askalreadyOlivia’’shelaughsandclearherthroat



Her‘’howisthesex?’’Inarrowmyeyesandblushtotheside

Me‘’youreallywanttoknow?’’

Her‘’Iamdyingtoknow’’Ismile,sheismybestfriend,Iwilljust

pretendlikeheisn’therfather

Me‘’heisasexGodOlivia.HemakesmefeelthingsIdidn’t

knowIcould,heknowswhentomakelove

tomeandwhentofuckthelivingshitoutofme’’shescreamed

inexcitement

Her‘’ohmyGodSiza,youluckythang,doeshegodownon

you?’’

Me‘’honeygirl,thatmaneatsitupeverychancehegetsandI

explodeinhisfaceeachtime‘’shestood

upandranaroundthehouselikeamadwomanscreaminglike

shehadwonthelottery,Icouldn’tstop

mylaughter.

Her‘’whoknewmydadhaditinhim.Ithoughtyouwerehaving

plainboringmediocresex’’

Me‘’Iamhavingnoneofthathoney,Ihavemindblowing,earth

stopping,timestoppingsex’’

Her‘’Iamsojealousrightnow,youhaveitallinoneman,I

meansomeofushavetodateonemanfor



loveandanotherforanorgasmthattimeweareondaddies

paycheck.OhmyGod,Ihateyou’’Ilaugh.

Me‘’youcanbesodramaticyouknowthatright’’

Her‘’theinnothingdramatichere,Iamsimplytellingyouthe

truthbaby’’

Me‘’Ithinkthiswinehasmovedtomybeanplusallthissextalk

justescalatedit,Imightjustcallhimto

pickmeup’’shefrowned

Her‘’nochance,tonightitisaboutmeandyou.Bestfriends

only,noboyfriendsallowed’’Ilaugh

becauseIwasteasingher,butnotaboutcravingmyman

Me‘’Iamjustkiddingbabe,todayit’sjustmeandyou’’

Her‘’thankyoufordoingthis.Ihonestymissedoursessions’’

Me‘’metoo.Iloveyouokay’’shesmiles

Her‘’IloveyoutoostockosaRazor’’Ilaughandsmackher

shoulder

Me‘’noakestockodollkeregte(Iamnotthesidething,Iam

themain)’’shelaughs

Her‘’thatyouaresweetie’’wecontinuedrinkingthewinesand

beingtheghyles.



Thandiwe

Myhusbandhasn’tevensethiseyesonme,itsafetosayheis

madashellatmeforwhatIdidtoSiza.

HeleavesbeforeIwakeupandcomesbackwhenheknowsIam

asleep.Ican’ttakethesilenttreatment

anylonger,weweredoingverywellbeforeIpulledthatstunt,I

tookusback10stepsbackandIfeel

verybadforthat.Itisgoingtotakeamiracletogetusbackto

wherewewerebeforethatevent

happened.IwishIcouldtotheclubandapologizebuthemade

itclearthathedoesn’twanttoseeme

there.IwonderwhythatVickygirlcouldlietomelikethis,does

shemaybehateSizaandwantedtoget

herintotrouble,Istoptryingtocrackmyskullandwalkedout

ofmycarandmademywayinthe

restauranttoeat,Icouldn’tspendanotherminutealoneinthat

bighouse.Iwalkedinandthewaitress

tookmetomytableandgavemeamenuthenwalkedaway

givingmeaminutetodecideonwhatI



wantedtoeat.IspotVickywithanothergirl,theyarelaughing

soloud.Theiroutfitsaresoexpensive

youwillwonderhowtheycanaffordthosedesignerclotheson

thesalaryofawaitress,Ibetyouthey

aresomerichman’stoys,theypleasethemsexuallyandthey

aretakenwelloffinancially.Iantedto

knowwhysheliedtome,Itookmypregnantselftotheirtable

andshesmiledwhenherfacelandedonme

Her‘’bosslady,howareyou’’

Me‘’helloVicky’’Ikeepastraightface

Her‘’howareyou,pleasejoinus’’Ipulledachairandsatdown

Me‘’Iamwell.RememberIaskedifyouwereatrustworthy

person’’

Her‘’yesIremember’’

Me‘’andwhatwasyouranswer’’shefrownedandlookedather

friend,whojustshruggedhershoulders

Her‘’andIsaidIamtrustworthy’’Ilaugh

Me‘’andthenwhydidyoulie’’

Her‘’Ididn’tliebosslady’’



Me‘’myhusbandisdenyinghavinganykindofrelationshipwith

mysister,butyousaidhedoes’’

Her‘’ofcoursehewilldenyit,whichhusbanddoyouknowwill

agreetohiswife’sfacethatheis

cheatingwithhersisteraboveitall’’Isigh,shewasmakingalot

ofsenserightnow

Me‘’youdoknowthatRazorishermanright’’

Her‘’Iamaware’’

Me‘’good,heisaruthlessman,ifyoueverliedagainstherand

hefindsouthewouldn’tthinktwice

aboutsnappingyourneckliketwig,yousawhowhehandledme

withmyverypowerfulhusbandnear

me,soimaginewhathewoulddotosomeonelike’’she

swallowedandblinkedacoupleoftimesand

lookedatherfriend

Her‘’Iamnotlying’’Istoodup

Me‘’Ihopeso’’Iwalkedawaybeforeshecouldrespond

Razor



Iamsittinginmystudy,goingovercasesIamhandlingatthe

moment.Theseclientsaresoguiltyand

theyshouldbelockedupandthekeysthrownaway,Ilaugh

becauseofthehypocrisy.Ihavedonefar

worseandIfIamstillontheoutsideIguessIshouldn’tthinkI

amagoodman,cozIhavebeencleanfor

afewmonths,Iamstillacoldheartedcriminalwhoseheartis

onlywarmedupbyonewomanbesides

mychildren.Beingalawyermeansyoushouldn’thavea

consciousandmorals,yourepresenteveryone

forwhichevercrimetheyhavecommitted.TheonlyreasonI

becomealawyerwasbecauseIwasabig

shotcrimeLord,soIneededtounderstandhowthelawworks

soIcanprotectmyselfandmycarteland

itworkedwonderscozIduringtheyearsIwasabletotake

myselfoutofsomestickysituations.Earlier

todayIreceivedaletterfromVusi’suncles,theywanttocome

payLobolaforMercy,finallyithasbeen

longnowIthoughtthatboywantedtoturnmydaughterinto

LordoftheRings,Engagingherforyears

withoutintendingtopayforhertraditionally.Theysaythey



wanttocomethisSaturdayIdon’thavea

problemwithit,thesoonerthebetter.ImissSizakelesomuch,

thishouseistoobigwithouther,and

thebediscoldandmyheartlongingforher.theknockonmy

studydoorbroughtmebackfrommy

thoughts,beforeIcouldevenanswerhewasalreadyinside,Iroll

myeyes,Gadafiknowsnothingaboutwaitingforananswer

Him‘’brother’’

Me‘’G,myman’’hefistbumpedmeandsatdown

Him‘’what’sgood’’Isigh

Me‘’nothingmuch,wasjustgoingthroughsomecasesIam

handling,whataboutyou’’

Him‘’businessisgood,thearmsdealwentthroughandthey

sendthemoneylastnight.Iamgoingtowireyourshare’’

Me‘’youknowyoudon’thavetodothat,Iamnolongerinthe

game’’

Him‘’Iknowbutyouarethefatherofthisoperation,youmade

itthesuccessitistoday,soIwillalways

sendyousomething,consideritaretirementfund’’Ilaugh



Me‘’thankyouG,butyouknowIhaveenoughmoneytolastme

alifetimeandthenextgeneration’’

Him‘’Iknowthatman’’

Me‘’thankyouanyway’’

Him‘’don’tsweatitokay.Sowhydidyoucallmehere’’Igave

himtheletterfromtheKhumalo’s

Me‘’Iwantyoutobepartofthedelegates,ifyouarenottoo

busy’

Him‘’Iwouldloveto.Yourkidsareyourminetoo.Iwilldo

everythingforthem,soyeahIwillbetherechargingthatboyan

armandaleg’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IdoubthewillpayitafterallIamtheonewho’ssupporting

him’’hechuckles

Him‘’that’struebrother’’

Me‘’thankyouforalwayshavingmyback’’

Him‘’wearebrothers;Iwillforeverhaveyourbackman.NowI

wantyoutodosomethingforme’’

Me‘’what?’’

Him‘’helpmesmokeit’’hetookoutajointofweedandIlaugh

Me‘’Ihaven’thadoneinyears’’



Him‘’Iknow.Iwokeupcravingitsobad’’

Me‘’Iguessonejointwon’thurt’’hesmiled

Him‘’pourusdrinksandIhopethereisfood,youknowthe

munchieswillhithard’’Ilaughandpourus

scotchthenmovetothegardentogetstoned

Vusi

Myunclescalledtotellmethattheyhadalreadysenttheletter

toMercy’sdad;Iwasrelievedthatwe

arefinallymovingforward.Mywomanisthrilledthatweare

finallygettinghitchedandquickfranklyIm

too,butIhaveanotherwomanandIalsodon’twanttohurther,

sheisanamazingwoman,Ineedto

explainwhatisgoingtohappenthisSaturdayandIhopeand

praysheunderstandsanddoesn’tend

thingswithme,ImeanUrielisanangel,henamewasnota

mistake,shetakescareofmelikeIamonly

hers.Shedoesn’tforoncetalkaboutMercy,whenIamwithher

itisallaboutusandIamgratefulfor



that,IjustfinishedeatingthedinnershepreparedandItastes

amazing,shehasallthewifelyqualities

anditisashameIcanonlyhaveherasasidething.Shetakes

myemptyplatetothekitchenandcomesback.

Her‘’baby’’shesay’ssoundingsosincere

Me‘’yesbeautiful’’shesighs

Her‘’youhavebeeninafoulmoodeversinceyouarrived,didI

dosomethingwrongmaybe?’’he

questionjusthurtmeknowingthatImighthurtherany

momentnow

Me‘’nonana,youdidnothingwronglove,Iamsorry.Ijusthave

totellyousomething’’

Her‘’talktome,Iamhereforthat’’Ismileatherandstandand

kneelinfrontofher,herpalmsare

sweatingasItakeherhandsinmine,sheiseventremblingabit

Me‘’Iamsorrybeautifulokay,Ineverwanttohurtyou’’

Her‘’youarescaringmeVee,whatisgoingonbaby’’

Me‘’nana,IampayinglobolaonSaturday‘’sheclosedhereyes

andexhaleddeeply



Her‘’ohokaycongratulationthen’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsorrynana,youdon’tdeservethisonebit’’

Her‘’soyouareendingthings?’’myeyeswidenedandhers

becomewateryfromtears

Me‘’noneverIdon’twanttoloseyouUriel,unlessyoudon’t

wantmeanymoreIwillrespectthatbutI

hopethatisnotthecase’’

Her‘’Ialwaysknowthatyouweretoherandyouguyswere

engaged,ithurtsabitbutIknew,

congratulationVee’’Ikissedher

Me‘’Iamsorrybabyokay,Iwantyoutogoawayonamini

vacationthisweekendsoyoudon’tstayhere

andthinkaboutthenegotiations’’

Her‘’thatisverysweetofyouVee’’Ikissherbackandshe

smilesandIwipehertears

Me‘’youwillleaveonFridayandcomebackSunday,thatfine?’’

shenods

Her‘’CapeTownwillbeokay’’Ikissheragain

Me‘’okaybabyIwillarrangeeverythingforyouokay’’Ididn’t

wanttolosethiswomanandIdon’tknow



why,Ijustdon’twanttoimagineherwithanyotherman,sheis

mineandminealone.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare Apologiesonce

again,theelectricitycamebackafewhoursago

Siza’stribulations

Chapter46(notedited)

Razor

ItisFridayandthenegotiationswillbetakingplacetomorrow

hereatmyhouse,Mercycamehomeon

Wednesdaysinceitisourculturetobepresentathomeduring

theproceedings.Meandherhaven’t

hadtheluxuryofbeingfatheranddaughterlikeweusedtobe,

eventhoughshesaysshehasaccepted

myrelationship,Iamwellawarethatshehasn’tandIwillnot

holditagainstherandforcehertolikeher

afterallIamtheonewholovesSizaeveryoneelsemustjust



respectthat,simple.Mybigbrotherwillbe

comingdowntohelpwiththenegotiations,himandIdon’t

reallygetalong,hehasalwayslookeddown

onmeandjudgedmebutfunnyenoughhestillacceptsmy

‘’bloodmoney’’tolivelavishasifhehas

workedhardforit,Iamjustgladheisonlycomingtomorrow

andleaving,Idon’twanttobeinhisface

fortoolongthatweendupateachother’sthroat.Thenitwill

bejustOliviaandSiza.Mywomandidn’t

wanttocomenotbecauseherexismarryingmydaughterbut

shethoughtthehousewillbecrowded,

ofcourseItoldhertostopthinkinglikethat,thisisalsoher

spaceandIlikeitwhensheisherewithme.

theyaredueanytimenow,whenIcalledshesaidshewas

waitingonOlivia,thisiswhywhentheyhave

arecessinaweeks,shewillgostartwiththedrivinglessons,

shewillbeperfectinnotime,the

instructorisquietgood,sheneedsacarsoon,thisthingofmy

womanhavingtowaitforpeopletocatch

arideisnoton,ImeanIcanaffordtogetheranycarshe

desires,butOliviamentionedherlovingmy



BentleysothatiswhatIamgoingtogether.Gadafihad

errandstorun,propsofbeingcartelboss;he

willcometomorrowmorningforthenegotiations.Mercywalks

inwithheraunt,hermother’ssisterand

Ifrown,alreadypissedatherfornottellingmeshewasgoing

tofetchher,thiswomanisapaininthe

ass.Immediatelywhensheseesmeshewalkstowardsmeand

attacksmewithahug

Her‘’ohRazor,itisnicetoseeyouaftersolong’’shesaid

squeezingmyass

Me‘’Donna,ithastrulybeinglong’’

Her‘’youagelikefinewineman,nowondermysisteralmost

killedmeforyou’’shechucklesandI

frown,sheisamistakeIwillregretallmylife,butthatisastory

foranotherday

Me‘’Iguessso’’shelaughsandbrushmychestwithher

manicuredfingers

Me‘’Mercydidn’ttellmeyouwereflyingin’’Igivemygivemy

daughterachillinglookandshelooks

down



Her‘’ohcomeongiveherabreakshehasalotonhermind,I

meansheisnervousabouttomorrow’’

Me‘’Isee,howlongareyouplanningtostay’’

Her‘’bathong,Ijustgothereandyouwantmetoleavealready’’

Me‘’youarenotansweringmyquestion’’

Her‘’stillamenwhodoesn’tlikesmalltalkIsee’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youknowmwtoowell’’

Mercy‘’okayyoutwo,auntycomeseemydress’’shesaystrying

togetDonnaawayfromme,shecan

seehowpissedoffIamalreadyandthisisbecauseofher.

Her‘’wewillgettoitsoonsweetie,firstlywhereisOlivia,ohmy

sisterslastone’’

Mercy‘’shewillbehereanymoment,shehasschool’’

Her‘’whydidshebotherwiththat,whycouldn’tshebelikeyou,

yourfatherhastoomuchmoney,you

guysmustspenditbeforehegetsagolddiggerthatwilltrap

him,youknowyounggirlsoftoday,they

havenoshame,theywillsleepwithamanoldenoughtobe

theirfatherifheisloaded’’thesmirkon

Mercy’sface,Iknowshedidn’ttellheraboutSizabecause



Donnawouldhavesaiditstraighttomyface

withoutshyingaway,thatishowforwardsheis

Mercy‘’Iknowright,butyouknowOlivia,shehasamindofher

own’’

Her‘’justlikeherfather’’shesaidsnakingherarmsaround,the

frontdooropensandLivwalksinwith

mygoddess,soonasshesawDonnaonmesheraisedan

eyebrowandIremovedherfrommeandI

movedastepawayandhereyescomeuptomeetmine,her

expressionisoneIcouldn’tread,fuck.

Her‘’ohLivybabycomegiveyourfavoriteauntahug’’my

daughterdoesn’treallylikeher

Liv‘’auntywhendidyougethere,Ididn’tknowyouwere

coming’’

Her‘’Igotinafewminutesago.Icouldn’tmissmybabygirl’s

bigday’’Irollmyeyes

Liv‘’ohokay’’hereyesmovedfromLivtothedarkbeautyina

redoffshoulderbelowthekneedress

thathasbuttonsfromthebreastsdown,itishuggingher

beautifulbodyIamdrooling,Ijustwantto

takeherupstairstoourbedroomandburymyselfinsideher



withnocareintheword.

Liv‘’ohsorry,thisismybestfriendhernameisSizakele,butwe

callherSiza,babethisismyaunt

Donna’’mybabysmiledsweetlyather,thoseblackbeautiful

eyeslitup

Her‘’ohnicetomeetyou,youarebeautiful,Ilovethatdress

looksgoodonyou’’Donnanevergivesout

compliments,Iamgoingtousethistoannoyher

Siza‘’thankyouandlikewise’’Iwalkedtowheremywomanwas

standingandputonehandonherwaist

andkissedherpassionately,sheevenletoutamoan

Me‘’heybaby,I’vemissedyousomuch’’sheblushesandlooks

down,shewasn’texpectingmetodo

that

Her‘’Razorwhatareyoudoingtothatchild’’Livlaughed.Donna

wassoshocked

Me‘’ohsorry,Sizakeleisalsomywoman.Oliviaforgotto

mentionthatpart’’

Her‘’what!youaredatingyourdaughtersfriend,Oliviahowdo

youevenapproveofthis,RazorIforbid

thisnonsense,mysistermustbeturninginhergrave’’Ilaughed



Me‘’lovecome’’Itakeherhand

Liv‘’dadshewassupposetomakesomethingtoeat,shelosta

betwemade’’

Me‘’shewillbedowninasecondOlivia,wejustgoingtodrop

herbaginourbedroom,Ineedtogoto

thegymanywaysorelax’’

Liv‘’youbetternotbeshieldingyourgirlfrienddaddy’’Ilaugh

Me‘’shewillholdtoherendofthedeal’’ItakeSiza’shandand

weekenderandwewalkupstairs,we

justgonnahaveaquickfuckandIwillhaveherbackdowninno

time.

Siza‘’yoursisterinlawseemstobeabully’’shesay’swhenwe

upthestairswheretheywon’thearus

Me‘’sheisapieceofworkmylove,pleasetrynottobe

offendedbyher,thisisourhome’’shesmiles

sweetlyatme

Siza‘’thankyouMo’’

Me‘’okayletmegetyouupstairspullthatdressupandbend

youoverquickly’’

Siza‘’Iwouldreallylovethatbaby’’shesay’sblushing.Oneof

thethingsIloveaboutheristhatsheis



notshytotellmeshewantsmeandthatsheenjoysmeinthe

sackasmuchasIdo.Iappreciateallthe

lovemakingsessions,quickstolensexandthehardfuckswe

have,Iamtheonlyonewhoknowsher

innocenceanddarksideallatonceandthatjuststrokesmyego.

Iamoneofafewmanwhohashadtheprivilegeofhavingtheir

soulmates.

Mercy

Ididitonpurpose,invitingmyaunttomylobolanegotiations,I

knewmyfatherwillinvitethatgirland

theonlywaytofrustratethemwasbyinvitingauntDonna,she

anddadhadathingawhileback,let’s

justsaymyauntmadesureithappened,madesuredaddrinks

morethatheshouldandsawtoitthat

mymotherwalksonthemintheirmatrimonialbed.Thatalmost

brokeupmyparentsandlet’sjustsay

thatiswhatmyauntwantedsoshecouldhavedad,shehas

alwayssawhersisterasweak,saidthatshe

didn’tdeservebeingmarriedtodad,inherheadtheywould



havebeenBonnieandClyde.Sheisago

getterthatoneandshewillbeperfecttomakeSizakeleanddad

fightstillshedecidesthatitistoomuch

forher.wewerestillweremyfatherleftusandmyauntwas

tooshockedtoeventalk,whenshefinally

gatheredhervoice,sheturnedandfacedusthensighs

Her‘’cansomebodyjustpinchmeplease’’

Liv‘’ohwellIsuggestyougetoveritAuntD,Sizaanddadare

verymuchinlove,don’tbotheryourself

tryingtoseparatethem,youwillonlywakeupthemightyRazor

bladeandyouknowyouwillbecut’’

Her‘’doyoureallyapproveofthisOlivia?’’

Liv‘’trustmeatfirstIwasbreathingfire,butwhenIalmostlost

myfathercozhewouldhavechosenher

Ihadtotaketimeandstudyhowmuchtheymadeitother

happy’’

Her‘’mysistermustbeturninginhergraverightnow,whatthe

hellisherhusbanddoing’’

Liv‘’momwouldwanttoseemydadhappy,andinallhonesty

auntyD,dadlovesSizamorethanhedid



ourmother,henceIamtellingyoutonotprovokeRazor’’she

walkedawayaftersayingthatand

disappearedupstairs,myauntlookedatme

Her‘’Ihopeyouarealsonotinsupportofthisbull’’Ilaughand

peepedthroughtoseeifmydadison

sightbeforeIanswerher

Me‘’Iamsoagainstithurts,butLivtoldyouhewouldchoose

heroverus’’

Her‘’Iwillmakehersouncomfortableshewillhavenochoiceto

leaveyourfather’’Ilaughandwehigh

five

Me‘’yeswenaauntyD.Itrustyou’’

Her‘’takemetoyourroomandtellmeaboutyourfiancé’’I

smileandhelphercarryherluggage

Mandla

Vusiispayinglobolatomorrowandheinvitedusoverathis

fatherinlawshouseforthecelebration

afterwards,Mercyischeesylikethat.TheonlythingIam



worriedaboutisSizaandRazor,Iamnotsure

howIwillstomachseeingthemandknowingthatsheis

sleepingwithhim,thethoughtofithurtme

alone.IwouldnotgobutIwouldbeseenasjealousorwhatnot,

soIwilljusthavetoputonmybigboy

pantsandshovemyfeelingsaside,Igethomefromworkand

findPalesainthekitchencooking,we

havebeendoingreallywell,eventhoughIwhomyheartin

achingfor.Igokissher

Me‘’heybaby’’

Her‘’heylovehowwaswork’’

Me‘’theusualbabe,whatareyoumaking’’

Her‘’justvegesandchicken’’Inod

Me‘’ohtomorrowwearegoingtolobolacelebration,Vusiis

payingforMercytomorrow’’

Her‘’okaybaby,Iwillfindsomethingtowear’’

Me‘’sorryfornottellingyouontime’’

Her‘’IjusthopeUrielisfine,maybegoingtocapewilldoher

goodyouknow’’



Me‘’Uriel?’’Iaskconfused

Her‘’myfriendbaby,sheisanurseatthehospitalyouworkat.

SheandVusiareinarelationshipandI

thinkshehasfallenforhim,heevenpaidforhertriptocapeso

shedoesn’tthinkofthenegotiationand

feelbad’’Iwasshocked,howdoesVusi’smindworkthough

Me‘’howlonghavetheybeentogether’’

Her‘’nottoolongbabybuttheysureactlikeacoupleina

seriousrelationship,thislobolathingmustbe

killingheryouknow’’Inod

Me‘’uhmbaby,pleasedon’tmentionanyofthistomorrow

okay’’

Her‘’IpromiseIwon’tmylove’’

Me‘’thankyou.Iamgoingtoshoweryezwa’’shesmiles

Her‘’dinnerwillbereadysoonasyoudoneokay’’

Me‘’youareastar’’

Vusi



Wejustmadelovelikeweweresayinggoodbye,andthisis

definitelynotgoodbye,Ijustwanthertogo

havefunandnotthinkaboutmepayinglobolaforanother

womanwhileIamatherhousealmostevery

day,spendingmoretimewithherthatmywife,Ineverwanther

tofeelused,shewillneverfeellikeI

ammarriedonceshegetsback,everythingwillbenormalbutI

thinkIwillbemoredelicatewithher,

thiswomantakescareofmelikeherlifedependedonit,sheisa

womaneverymanwouldwanttowife

up,butnowIhaveMercyandifIplayanumberonherIwill

definitelybeplayingwithfireandIwillbe

burned,butlettingUrielgoisnotanoption,sheremindsmeof

Sizakelesomuch,maybethisiswhyI

wanttokeephersobad,toreplacetheoneIlost.Ikissher

foreheadwhenIhearhercry

Me‘’Iamsorrybaby’’

Her‘’youdon’thavetobeVee,IknowwhyIsighedupfor,Ijust

don’tunderstandwhyithurts’’

Me‘’nothingwillchangeokay’’



Her‘’youpromise’’

Me‘’lookatme’’shedid

Me‘’Ipromiseyou.ifthingsweredifferentIwouldchooseyou

Uriel,butitiswaytoocomplicated,itis

notasblackandwhileasitmayseem’’

Her‘’Iunderstandbaby’’

Me‘’nowlet’sgoshower,yourflightleavesintwohoursandwe

stillneedtopickupyourfriend’’Ikiss

herandshekissesmeback

Me‘’havefunokaytrynottothinkaboutthislobolathing,Iam

goingtocallyoueachtimeIgetachance’’shesmiles.

Razor

Iaminmygymworkingout,andIcan’tstopthinkingoftheway

sherodemeafewminutesago,that

oneisagoddess,IhavereachedapointwhereIcan’teven

explainhowshemakesmefeel,butthelook

onmyfacewhenIlookorthinkabouthersaysitall.Sheismy

queenandIamnotashamedtoloveher



thewayIdo.Ididn’thaveanyt-shirtsomytattooswerevisible,

theoneofherfacemorebeautifulthat

therest,Iblushthinkingofher.ThedooropensandDonna

walksin

Her‘’youarestillassexyasIcanremember’’Ikeptquiet

Her‘’youevenhavehernametattooedonyourbody’’Ijusthad

toturnsoshecanseetheoneonmy

chestandgomorecrazy,maybeshewillunderstandhowmuchI

loveher

Me‘’whatdoyouwantDonnaIambusy’’heeyesfallsonSiza’s

faceonmychestandImentallydance

Her‘’GodRazor,whatiswrongwithyou,sheisachild.Your

daughtersfriend’’

Me‘’yourpoint?’’

Her‘’youshouldn’tbesleepingwithher,itiswrong’’

Me‘’say’swho’’

Her‘’say’sme.Shewillneverknowhowtosatisfyamanlikeyou.

Razoryouneedamaturedwomanlike

me,Iknowwhatyouneedwell‘’shecuppedmyfaceandkissed

methedooropenedandSizawalked



in,hesmiledisappearedsoonasshesawus,shitIwasslowin

yankingheroffme

Siza‘’IthoughtyoumightneedwaterandsinceIdidn’tstock

thefrigdelasttimeIwashere’’Icouldhear

thepainandhurtinhervoice,sheplacedthewaterandclosed

thedoor

Me‘’babypleasewait,it’snotwhatyouthink’’Isayapproaching

thedoor,loudenoughsoshecanhear

me.IpausedalittleandmovedbacktoDonnaandheldherby

thethroat

Me‘’don’tyoueverfuckentouchmelikethatdoyou

understandme?ifyouevertoywithSizakele’s

feelingslikethatIwillboilyoualiveDonna.Ifyouwanttostay

tilltomorrow,youseethatgirlold

enoughtobemydaughter,youwillrespectherwithyourlife

cozthisisherspaceandthisisherman’’I

saidwithsomuchfuryandranaftermywoman,fuckthisold

hagthinkingIwouldhaveeyesforherdid

sheseemywoman,whywouldIlookatanotherwomanwhenI

haveagoddesslikethat,nxa.



Participationiskey

Siza’stribulations

Chapter47(notedited)

Siza

Firstshehadherarmsaroundhim,nowIfindthemkissing,amI

beingtestedbakithi,isittestSizakele

withhermanday,whatisthatoldhagtryingtoplayathere,

Molemomadeitknowntoherthatheis

withme,andIamprettysureMercyalsofilledherin,Iammad

atMolemoforlettingherbethatclose

tohim,heshouldhavecutheroffimmediatelywhenshestarted

talkingbullintherecozIampretty

sureitdidn’tstartwithhergettinginthereandkissinghim,it

shouldhavestartedwithaconversation

whichhehadtoimmediatelycutoff.Iamsopissedifshewasn’t

Olivia’sauntandanelderIwouldhave

slappedheracrosstheface.Ipracticallyrantohisbedroom,

funnyIamnotevencryingIamjustpissed



athim.Igottoourbedroomandsatonthebedfeelingso

furious.Hewalkedinasecondlaterandsat

nearme,hesigheddeeply

Him‘’baby’’Iremainedquietnotknowinghowtoanswerhim.

YoumustthinkIamacrazywomanbut

no,hemustnevergiveotherwomanachancetobethatclose

tohim,cozIbetifitwasmehefoundin

thatcompromisingposition,hewouldbebreathingfireright

nowprobablythepoorguywouldbeblack

andblueaswespeakonhiswaytothehospitalinneedof

emergencysurgerythatwilllaterleadhimto

ICU.

Him‘’IknowwhatitlookedlikebutIpromiseitwasn’t,she

cameontome’’

Me‘’don’tjustifywhatIsawMolemo’’

Him‘’Iamnotbabyplease’’

Me‘’IamsomadrightnowMoyoudon’tunderstand,Iwould

slapyou’’hesmilesinamusementlikehe

justenjoyedhearingmethreatenhimlikethat



Me‘’ohnowIamfunnyright’’hisexpressionchanged

Him‘’babyIamsorryplease,IknowIshouldhaveyankedher

offandIdidn’tandIwaswrongforit’’

Me‘’yesyouweredefinitelywrongMolemo’’

Him‘’andIamsorrybaby,sincerely’’

Me‘’whythehellwouldyoursisterinlawkissyouImeanthatis

noton,notunlessyouhadsomething

withher’’helookeddownandIjustgotmoreangry

Me‘’areyoukiddingmerightnowRazorseriously’’

Him‘’babypleasecomedown,ithappenedalongtimeagoand

itwasamistakeIregret’’

Me‘’don’ttellmethat,comedownforwhat,wouldyoubecome

ifyouweretheonewhofoundme

withanotherman’’hetightenedhisjawsandclenchedhisfists

Him‘’Iwouldhavekilledthatfuckerimmediately’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yetmeyouwantmetocomedown’’hesighsandhis

expressionsoftensagain

Him‘’RatolakapleaseIamsorry’’hemadeapuppyfaceandit

warmedupmyheartbutIcouldn’tjust

letitgo,Ineededtomakehimunderstandthatwhathedidor



allowedwaswrong,lethimsweatabit

Me‘’youknowwhatIcan’tlookatyou,justgetoutofmy

bedroomMo’’hesmiledagainedlikeheis

enjoyingtoseemethismadandpossessiveofhim

Him‘’ourbedroommybaby’’Ifrown

Me‘’justgetoutMolemobeforeIthrowthisatyou’’Isay

pickingupthevase

Him‘’Ican’tbelievewejusthadourfirstfight’’ohyeahthat’s

truebutIneverwanttofightwithhim

Me‘’justgobeforeyoumakememoremad’’herunshishandon

hisfaceandsigh

Him‘’Iloveyouthough,evenwhenyoumad’’Iwantedtoblush

butIhadtokeepmyfacestraight

Me‘’Iamnotjokingwithyourightnowgetout’’hesawmyface

andhisfallfellwithsadnessandheleft

ourbedroom,IblushedandIknewIhadtoputonmybullet

proofvestifIwasgonnagotowarwith

thatoldhag,shehasanagendabutshewillmeetasoldier

readyforbattle,Moismineandminealone.

Saturday



Mercy

ThedayofmylobolacameandIwassonervous,myfather’s

brotherhadcamefromWelkomtohelp

outmydadanduncleG.Iamgratefulforthatcozhimandmy

fatherandwaterandoilreally,sohim

doingthisformemeansalot.Iwassittinginmybedroomwith

myauntandsister,waitingforsomeone

towalkinandtellmethatitisallover,myunclecamewithhis

wife,soshewastheonewhowillcome

informmewhentheyaredone.Iwasinaverybeautifuldress,it

wascustommadeforme,anditwas

ourtraditionalseshweshweclothbutdesignedinamore

modernwayandItwasblueandwhiteandI

hadonamatchingdoek.Ihadonablankieonmyshoulders

lookinglikearealMosothoprincess.Olivia

wasinatraditionalgeartooaseveryoneelsebecauseIhad

askedeveryonetocomewearingtheir

traditionalattire.Iamanervouscrackrightnow;Ijustwantit

tobeallover.Itakemyphoneafterit



beepednotifyingmeofatext,itwasaringandcowemojifrom

Vusi,andmademeblushandI

immediatelycalmeddown.Thedooropenedandmyuncleswife

walkedin,Ilookedupatherandshewassmiling.

Her‘’heynanatheyaredonenow,everythingisconcluded’’Ifelt

myselfrelaxentirely

Me‘’ohthankGodeverythingisover’’shesmiled

Her‘’theywanttoseetheirbridenow’’

Me‘’oharen’ttheybeingdramaticnow’’

Her‘’showsomerespectwhenyougetinthere,don’tgiveusa

badnameplease’’Imentallyrolledmy

eyes,weareactuallysteppingbackintothefifty

Me‘’Iwon’t’’

Her‘’good,nowcomewedon’twanttokeepthemwaiting’’Igot

upandfixedmydresstogoseethe

Khumalodelegateswhohavejustdemandedtoseeme

Her‘’nowlisten,don’tlookatthemintheeyesandeachtime

yougiveananswerbowtoindicatethat

youhaveheardthem,andaddressthemasbaba’’ohcanIjust



dierightnow,IjustnodandIwalkout

afterheruntilwearedownstairs.Theyarelaughinginthe

loungeandIgetinandgreetthem

Me‘’sanibonanibobaba’’

Voice‘’makoti,wehaveconcludedandyouarenowaKhumalo,

wehopetoseeyouatourhomenow

thatyouareoneofus’’

Me‘’yebobaba’’Ibow

Voice2‘’wehopeyouareVusiwillgetdowntobusinessnow

thatwehavemarriedyou’’typical

Me‘’yebobaba’’Ibow

Voice‘’showmeyourhands’’Ipulloutmymanicuredhands

Voice2‘’yohyoh,withsuchlongnailsntombazane,canyou

evenclean’’

Voice‘’issheabletocookoursonhismeals’’Ifeltmyselfboil

butImanagedtoholdmytongue

Voice‘’youareexcusednow’’myuncleswifetookmyhandwe

walkedaway.Ispokeonlywhenwegot

tokitchen

Me‘’suchdisrespectimagine’’myauntjustgavemealookand



shookherhead.Itookoutmyphone

andcalledVusi,hepickedupfirstring

Him‘’wifey’’Iblushes

Me‘’heyhusband,whereareyou’’

Him‘’Iamoutsideyourhouse,withmyfriends,wewillwalkin

justnow’’Ismile

Me‘’okaybabyIwillcomefindyou’’

Him‘’okaywifeyseeyousoon’’hehangsupandmyspiritis

floating,finallyIamMrsKhumalo,

traditionally,Ineedtostartfindingthebestweddingplanners

intownimmediately,mywedding

deservestobeonvogueguyshehehetheywillwonderwhathit

them.TheweddingoftheMotaungPrincess,KhumaloQueen.I

blushatmythoughts

Razor

ApartofmeisreallyproudofMercyforgettingmarried,maybe

shewillhavekidsandgrowuptobea

betterpersoncozthepersonsheisrightnowisoneaparent



canonlylovebutthereisnothingtobe

proudofcozsherefusedtomakesomethingoutofherlife,I

willnotliveeverydayandmymoneymight

beenoughbutanythingcanhappen,lifeisunpredictableandI

justwantedherandhersistertohave

somethingtofallbackonshouldanythinghappen.Ihonestly

hopethatsheandthisboywillgetto

tryingtohavekids,ifshedoesn’twanttochangeforherself

maybeshewilldoitforherchildren,

everythingwentwellandsheishappywhichmakesmehappy

too,thatiswhatIhavealwayswantedfor

mykidsforthemtobehappybutrightnowapartofmemisses

mywoman,shehasbeenignoringsince

yesterday,atnightsheinitiatedsexandwemadelovebutright

afterthatshewentbacktoignoringme,

soimaginehowfrustratedIam.Iamsittingwithmybrother,

GadafiandtheKhumalomen,enjoyingour

whisky;MercybringsourfoodtoshowsheisarealMakoti.I

haven’tseenSizakelesinceIleftherinourbedthismorning.

Gadafi‘’brotherwhat’swrong?’’hewhispers



Me‘’eishG,madamandIfoughtyesterday’’

Gadafi‘’whatdidyoudo’’Isigh

Me‘’Donnakissedmeandshewalkeditonit’’

Gadafi‘’IjusthopeyouputthatbitchinherplacemanRazor’’

Me‘’IdidandIamgladshehasbeenignoringme’’

Gadafi‘’goodthen’’hethenwhistledandIlookeduptoseea

queeninaZuluattire,JesusChrist.My

womanisinaorangezuluwrapskirtwithbeardsonhertiny

waist,shehasonawhitesportsbrathat

hasbeardsfallingcoveringherflatstomachbutexposingher

back,shehasaZulubeadednecklaceonand

banglesonbothherhands,shealsohassomethingonherhair

decoratingherniceafro,shehasonher

whitepairofAlexanderMcQueens.Ihaveneverseensuch

beautyinmyentireexistence.The

Khumalo’saregawkingatherliketheycanrecognizeher.my

brotherclearshisthroatandspeaks

Him‘’whoisthat?’’Ismile

Me‘’hernameisSizakele’’henarrowshiseyes,withatellme

moreexpression



Him‘’issheMercy’sfriend’’

Gadafi‘’nopesheisthewomanofthishouse,Razorswoman’’I

blushatthatstatement

Him‘’ohIsee,sheisniceandrespectful,ranintoherafew

timesinthehouse,sheseemsyoungthough’’nojudgmentfrom

mybrother,okaythatisdefinitelyafirst.

Me‘’yessheisallyoumentioned’’onceoftheKhumalomen

spoke

Him‘’youhavechosenabeautifulZulugirlMotaung,sheisa

finesite,butIthinkIknowherfrom

somewhere’’Ijustsmilenotwantingtotellhimthatshewas

themotheroftheirgrandchild

Me‘’canyougentlemanpleaseexcuseme’’Isayandstand,I

couldn’twaitanotherminuteofnottalking

toherortouchingher,thisistorture,shewassittingwithOlivia

andsomegirls,Ijustwantedtoheartell

methatshelovesmeatleastIwillfeelbetter.Igettothemand

greetbutshejustkeepsquite

Liv‘’heydaddy,youlookhandsome’’Ismile

Me‘’thankyoubaby’’Ilookatmineandsheislookinganywhere

butme



Me‘’babycanwetalk’’shestillsilent,IhadtouseanamethatI

onlyusewhenIaminsideofherinthe

throesofpassion.

Me‘’Softpleasejustaminute’’shesighsandshestoodupandI

tookherhandandwewalkinsidetoour

bedroom,peoplearewatchinguswithamillionquestions,we

gettoourroomandIclosethedoorshe

isalreadysited.

Me‘’babyIamsorrypleaseImissyou’’herexpressionsoftened

Her‘’Mo,wearecool’’

Me‘’ifthatistruekissmeandtellmeyouloveme’’shestands

upandsitsonmylapandkissmeslowly

Her‘’IloveyouMo,morethananything,andjustcozwefought

itdoesn’tmeanIstop’’Iblushandkiss

heragainwantingtotakeitfurther,howcanInotwhenshe

lookssosexy,shemoansinmymouthand

stopsme

Her‘’babystop,wehaveguests’’

Me‘’IknowSoftIpromisetobequick’’

Her‘’bequickMolikeaspeedoflight’’Ichuckleandkissher



nextandmovetoherearlobeandshelets

outanothermoanthatsetsmeoffwantingmetobeinsideher

warmtightnana

Sizakele

Iwasn’tmadathimIjustwantedtomakehimsweatabitand

thatseemedtohaveworked,cozIdidn’t

speaktohimallmorningandImustsaythe‘makeup’sexwas

fire,weshouldfightfrequently.Heknows

howtosubdueme,allhehastodoiscallmeSoftandIamsold,

IwonderwhyhecallsmethatandI

haveneverbotheredtoask,Ijustloveit.Webothfixourselves

andwalkouthandinhand,peopleare

lookingatusshockedandIcouldn’tcareless,IspotMandla

withVusiandSteve,andthebrideand

Palesa,Ithoughttheybrokeupbutokay,hehasbeenscares

thesedaysitisnicetoseehim.

Me‘’babyletmegogreetMandlaithasbeenlong’’



Him‘’okaymylove’’hebringshislipstomeandpecksmine,

thatjustansweredeveryone’sunspoken

questions,Iwalktothemandtheyarealllookingatme,ifI

wereinheelsIwouldhavefellIswear,Iget

tothemandgreet

Me‘’higuys’’theyallgreetback

Me‘’mandlaithasbeenaminute,howhaveyoubeen’’hesmiles

Him‘’IknowIknow,andIfeelverybad.Ipromisetomaketime’’

Me‘’pleasedoorIamcallinghome‘’hechuckles

Him‘’ifyouwantmetodieyouwilldothat’’Ilaugh,Palesa

clearedherthroatandImovedmyeyesto

tolookatherdirection

Her‘’Siza,youlookdifferent;Ididn’tseeyouthereforaminute.

Youaresobeautifulthisoutfitwas

madeforyourbodygirl’’Ismilegenuinely,sheusedtonotlike

mebutokay

Me‘’thankyouPalesa,youlookgreattoo’’

Steve‘’IagreewithPalesa,youlookamazingSiza’’Ismile

sweetlyathim

Mercy‘’thatismyfather’smoneyforyou’’Vusichocksonhis



drinkandIlife

Palesa‘’whydoyousaythatMercy’’Ihadtoanswermercyand

embarrasshersinceshewastryingto

dothattome

Me‘’ohPalesayoudon’tknow,IamdatingMolemonow,

Mercy’sfather,youknowaftershetookmy

daughtersfather,Ireadsomewherethatthebestrevengeisto

takeherfatherandbeherstepmother’’

shesmiledatmetryingtohidehershock,Mercywasfuming

andStevewaslaughingsohard,Vusiand

Mandlajustkeptastraightface

Palesa‘’oh‘’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamjustkidding,thelastthingIhavetimeforisgetting

revenge,IamwithmymancozIlovehim,

nothingmorenothingless,Mandlapleasemaketimeforme’’he

smiles

Mandla‘’Iwillpromise’’wehuggedandIwalkaway

Mercy



Howcouldsheembarrassmelikethisonmyday,whatthehell

isshedoingherestillIthoughtafter

whatauntDdidshewouldhavebeenoutofherebutno,this

girlisanuisance,Ican’tstandherno

matterhowhardItry.ButIamnotgoingtolethergettome.

todayismydayandIamgoingtoenjoy

everyminuteofit,butmymandoesn’tseemtobehimself,he

keepsdriftingaway,likenowhismindisnothere,Ipulledhim

softlyfromtheotherstillwewereinthegardenoutofsight,he

satandIsaton

hislaphesmiledatmebutitwasn’treachinghiseyes

Me‘’babyareyouokay,youseemstressed’’

Him‘’Iamperfect,Ijustcan’tbelievewefinallydidityouknow’’

Me‘’yeahmetoo,Iamsohappy’’

Him‘’Iamhappytohearthatlove,youlooksobeautiful’’

Me‘’thankyouhubby’’Ikisshim

Him‘’socanmywifegofixmeaplatetoeat’’Iblush

Me‘’ofcourseshecan,Iwillberightback’’Ikisshimandwalk

tothehousetoaskmyainttofixmyman



aplate.

Vusi

Myheadisn’thereatall,Iamjustphysicallypresentbutmy

mindisinCapeTown,Iwonderifshewas

havingfunandnotthinkingaboutanyofthis.thethoughtof

hurtingheriskillingme,andseeing

SizakelewithRazorjustremindedmethatIwillnevergether

back,andassickasthismightsoundit

mademewantUrielmore.SheisnotSizaandwillneverbebut

sheistheclosestwomanIcouldreplace

theperfectionIhavelost.Itookmyphoneanddialedherand

shepickedupfirstringandherangelicvoicejustmelted

Her‘’baby’’shesoundedsohappytohearfromme

Me‘’heybeautiful,areyouokay’’

Her‘’IamokayIjustmissyou’’Ismile

Me‘’Imissyoumore,areyouhavingfun’’

Her‘’Iamtryingtobaby,howiseverythingthere’’Isigh



Me‘’babydon’tdothisplease,IwantedyoutogotoCapeso

youdon’tthinkaboutthis’’

Her‘’Iamsorry’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamnotmad;youdon’thavetoapologizebabe.Please

havefun,spenddaddy’smoney’’

Her‘’Iwilldaddy’’Ifeltherrelax

Me‘’okaynowenjoyyourselfandhaveplentyoffun,Iwillcall

againlater’’

Her‘’IwillbewaitingVee’’Ismileandwesayourgoodbyesand

Ifeelsomuchbetter,Igetupanggo

backtotheothers.ImetMandlamakingmywaytome

Me‘’surebafo’’

Him‘’ntwanacongratulations’’Ifakeasmile

Me‘’thapoi’’

Him‘’soPalesatellsmeaboutUriel’’Ismile

Me‘’yeahman,eish‘’

Him‘’youknowyouareplayingwithfireman’’Isigh

Me‘’canwenottalkaboutthishere’’henods

Him‘’whereisyourmotherIhaven’tseenher’’hetriesto

changethesubject



Me‘’Iaskedhernottocome,IthoughtsinceSizaiswithRazor

shemighthavetoldhimaboutmy

mother’streatmenttowardsherinthepastyouknow,Ididn’t

wantdrama’’

Him‘’totallyunderstand,let’sgobackandenjoythisday’’we

walkbackandfindStevemakingtheladies

laughsohard,Iwonderwhatthisclownhassaid.

Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandshare.Participationiskey

guys

Siza’stribulations

Chapter48(notedited)

5monthslater

Siza

ThewayIamsohurt,lastnightIwantedtosleepoverat

Razorsplacebutherefusedandtoldmehe

hadsomewheretobefirstthinginthemorning,hehasnever



hadaproblemwithmestayingovereven

whenheisnotthere,heevengavememyownkeytothehouse

andactivationcardfortheoffice,now

thisisjustsofrustrating,hehasbeenactingsostrangeforthe

pastweekandithurts,Ithinkhedoesn’t

wantmeanymore,maybehefoundsomeoneelse,orhehas

realizedthathedoessomuchformewhile

theonlythingIdoforhimiscookandgivehimsex,Imeanhe

hasachefandthemancanhaveany

womanhewants,Idon’twanttoloseMo,IthinkthisweekI

realizedthatmybiggestfearislosingthis

man,IheleftmeIcouldn’tsurviveitIswear,callitwhatever

youwantbutIlovehimbeyondanything.

Todayismybirthdayandhehasn’tsaidawordtomeandthat

reallyhurtsmore,Imeanitisalready

1pm.Mymother’scalledearlyinthemorningtowishmea

happybirthday;everyoneelseissaying

nothingatall.Thishastobetheworstbirthdayever;Olivia

wentoutyesterdayandonlycamebackin

theam’s.Sinceit’saSaturdayIdecidedtoopenabottleofwine

andhaveapityparty,herbedroom



dooropenedandshegotoutinherunderwearandoversizedt-

shirt.Herhairwasamess,shecame

rushingtomeandjumpedonmescreaming

Her‘’happybirthdaymylove’’shehuggedandIsmilesatleast

onepersoninthiscityremembered,if

shehadforgottenIwouldhavebeenmoredevastated.

Me‘’thankyoumylove’’shekissedmeonthelips,weareused

todoingthis,justapeck,likebest

friendsdo.

Her‘’hereisyourpresent’’shehandedmeabiggiftbagand

insidetherewasaboxofGucci,Iopenedit

andfoundapairofblacksandalshighheelsandinsidethewas

asheathspaghettistrapsappliquétea

lengthcocktaildressblackincolor,thentherewasacutetiara

inside

Me‘’ohbaby,thesearecutethankyou’’shesmiles

Her‘’ifyoulikethemthatmuchgoshowerandputonthatcute

outfit,weareleavinginanhourto

celebrate’’sheisjustthebest,remindedmethatmyownman

hasn’tsaidhappybirthdaytome.Ijust



cried

Her‘’what’swrongSiza’’

Me‘’Mohasn’tcalledmetodayLiv,heevenrefusedmesleep

overlastnight’’

Her‘’Iamsurethathehasagoodreason,butifhewantstobe

ajerklethimbe,todayisaboutyou,I

amtakingyououtandwhenhedecidestocallwewilltellhim

whereweare’’Isigh

Me‘’yeahIshouldprobablygooutandhavefun’’

Her‘’yeslove,nowgogetashowerandlooksexy’’Iwipemy

tearsandgetupandgoshower.Once

doneshefollowssuitandwithanhourwearedone,Icheckmy

phoneandthereisstillnothingfrom

Mo,IholdbackmytearsmxmIshouldjustgetdrunktonight

andforgethim.

Her‘’youlooksobeautifulfriend,thattiaraisontherighthead’’

Me‘’thankyoubabe’’

Her‘’Iamgoingtoblindfoldyouokay,Idon’twantyoutosee

wherewearegoingthentextRazorand

tellhimwherewearesohecancometakeyoufromme,wewill

sendhisourlocationafterwe’vehad



ourfun’’sheisrighthemademewaithedoesn’tdeserveto

knowwhereIam

Me‘’youarerightlet’sgetoutofhererightnow’’wewalkedto

hercarandsheblindfoldedmeand

droveout,thedrivewasn’tlong,wegottoourdestinationinno

time,Icouldn’ttakeMolemooffmy

mind.SheparkedandIheardheropenherdoorandthenshe

cametoopenmineandIgetoutofthecar,shehelpeddirect

mysteps.Iheardheropenadooranditisdeadsilent,Ithought

wearegoingto

groovemos

Me‘’kodwaOlivia,howdoyouexpectmetonotthinkofMo

whenyoutakingmetosuchasilentplace,

it’slikeweareatthecemetery,whereisthealcohol,Ineedto

drinksoIcancallyourfatherandtellhim

apieceofmymindhowdarehemxm’’shelaughed

Her‘’trustmeyougoingtoforgetbaby,wearegoingtohaveso

muchfun’’Irollmyeyes.

Me‘’justgetmeadrinkIamdepressed’’shechuckledagain

Her‘’okayIamremovingitnow’’sheremovedmyblindfoldand

infrontofmewasmyveryhandsome



manwithhisdimplesandthebiggestsmileonearth;Iheard

peopleshoutsurprise;Iwantedtocryoh

myGod.IsmackOliviaonthearmandshemovedfromme

laughing

Me‘’youslyFoxOlivia’’

Mo‘’soyougonnagivemeapieceofyourmindhuh’’Ilook

downembarrassedand

Me‘’Ithoughtyouforgotmybirthday’’hesmilesandIjustcup

hisfaceandkisshimsopassionately

Mo‘’Iwouldforgetalotofthingsbutnotwhereyouare

concernedmylove’’Iblush,weweresolostin

outbubbleweevenforgotwehaveguests.

Me‘’thankyouforthis’’

Mo‘’anythingforyoumyQueen,youlookbreathtaking’’he

hugsmeandIgetachancetoscanthe

room,IseeMercyandVusi,nexttothemisMandlaandhis

girlfriend,IalsospotSteveandagroupof

guysIdon’tknow.ThereisalsoGadafiandOliviaandagroupof

herotherfriends.Thedécorissonice

andsimple,heknowsIloveredrosesandhefilledtheminhis



livingroom,theisaredcarpetwalkway

androsepetalsfillthefloorexceptfromthewalkway,theisa

openbarwithabartenderanda3

waitresses,thewords‘happybirthdaySoft’arehangingfrom

theceiling.Thediningtableissetandit

lookselegant,mycakeissobeautiful,mychairisreplacedwith

aRoyalchairandbesidesitisatable

withgifts.Ijustsmilesweetlyatmylove,heisjusteverything

guys.Wewalkaroundhandinhandand

peoplegivemeahugandwishmeahappybirthday.Weare

finallyseatdownonthediningtableand

Livisthefirsttospeak.

Her‘’mybestfriendinthewholeworld,Sizakeleyouarethe

bestthingtoeverwalkinmylife,Idon’t

evenknowhowtosaywhatisinmyheart,babyyouknowI

havehurtyouandIwillforeverbesorry.I

wanttothankyousomuchforwalkingintomylifeandmaking

mesohappyandmostofallformaking

mydaddysohappy,manymightnotunderstandyour

relationshipbuttheyhaven’tseenwhatIsaw.You



aremorethanabestfriendtomeyouaremysisterandastep

mom’’welaugh‘’Iprayyoudon’tlose

thatperfectheartofyours,Iloveyouandhappybirthday’’I

standandweshareahugandwesqueeze,I

lovehersomuch,sheisthebiggestpartofme,wesitdownand

mybooisthenexttospeak

Him‘’youknowfromthefirstdayOliviabroughtyoutolunchat

thatrestaurantbabyIknewIhadto

haveyou,Iknewyouwereapartofmydeepestbeing,you

completedmefromthefirstsightandfrom

thatmomentIknewmylifewasnothingwithoutinit,Iquestion

myself,wonderinghowIsurvivedall

theseyearswithoutyou.intheshortspaceonourrelationshipI

haveletgoofeverythingIthought

mademethemanIneededtobe,butyourinnocence,beauty

anddeterminationthrewthatalloutof

thewindowandyoubecomethecenterofmyworld,Iloveyou

morethanwordscaneverexpressandI

sleepatnightknowingthatyoulovemetooandnomatterthe

opinionsofpeopleandtheshame

directedtousyoustillholdmyhandanddothislifethingwith



me,Iknowforsurethatyourheartismy

homeSizakeleIloveyouamilliontimesandIdosofearlessly’’I

couldn’tholdmytearsin,hejustlaidhis

hearttomeandthesepeople.Igotupandhehuggedmeso

tightandkissedmeliketomorrowwill

nevercome

Liv‘’ohtherearekidshere,findaroom’’

Him‘’thisisourhouse,thepartyisovergetupandleavebye’’

thepeoplelaughedandIjusthideinhis

chest.Heanswershisphoneandsmiles

Him‘’okayeveryoneIhaveagiftformypersonoutsidecanwe

allgolookatitwithher’’Inarrowedmy

eyesandhetookmyhandandwewalkedout,heissoexcited

God,wegotoutwitheveryoneandthe

wasawhiteBentleyinaredribbonandthenumberplateswere

personalizedSOFTGP,myhands

voluntarilywenttomymouthandIlookedathimandheis

holdingoutakeytome,Ican’tbelivethis

man,thisiswhyhehasbeenforcingmetodrivearoundinhis

carcozhewantedmegetusedtoit.I

tookthekey’sandwalktowardsthecar,theinteriorisredand



itsmellssoniceGod,ImustsayIlooks

goodonme’’Igotoutandpracticallyrantohimandherpicked

meupandspanmearound,Igiggleand

heputsmedownandwekissagain

Me‘’thankyoubaby,thisisthebestbirthdayever’’hepecksmy

lips

Him‘’anythingforyoulove,nowonelastpresent’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwon’tsayno’’theyalllaughedlookingatusinadmiration

exceptforMercyandherhubby.

Mandla’sexpressionisunreadable.Hetookoutablackcard

fromhisjeanpocketandhandsittome,

thisistoomuch,Iscanitandithasmynameonit,whaat

Him‘’yougonnaneedpatrolforthatbaby’’Ijuststaredathim

andhelaughed

Me‘’Idon’tknowwhattosaybabythankyou’’

Him‘’everyonewhilemywomantriestofindwordstothankme,

wecangobackinsideandhavelunch,

Iamsureeveryonewantstogetdrunknow’’thealllaughand

headbackinside.



1weeklater

Vusi

Ifinallygatheredthestrengthandboughtmyownhouse

withoutMercyknowing,Ihavetobeaman

nowandthinkaboutmyfutureandthatofmychildren,I

managedtobuyitcashandIfinallygotthekey

2daysago.SorightnowIamtakingUrieltodoandseeit,Ijust

pickedherupfromherflat,Ididn’ttell

heraboutmyplansandsheismoodycozshedoesn’tknow

wherewearegoing,Ikeepstealingglances

atherandsheispoutinglookingsocool,Iamdrivingwithone

handandtheotherisholdinghers.

Brushingherknuckles.Wefinallygettothehouseandshe

givesmealook

Her‘’whoarewevisiting’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youwillfindoutsoonmybaby’’sherolledhereyes,Ipark

insideandgetoutandgoopenherdoor,



shegetsoutandwewalktothedoor,Iretrieveakeyfrommy

pocketandopen

Her‘’babyyoucan’tbeopeningpeopleshouses’’Ismileather

andwewalkintoanemptyspace

Me‘’itisnotpeopleshousemybaby,itismine’’hereyespop

Her‘’youboughtahouse,VeeIthoughtyoualreadyhavea

house’’

Me‘’IknowbutthisoneismineandIwantyoutostayinit’’

Her‘’whatwhy?Whataboutyourwife’’

Me‘’UrielbabythisisaboutmeandyouleaveMercyoutofit

please.IboughtthishousebutIcan’tstay

initandMercyshouldn’tknowofit,Iwantyoutomoveinhere’’

Her‘’Idon’tunderstandbaby’’

Me‘’beautifulIwantyoutotakethiscardandfurnisherthis

placeandmovein,Iwillcomevisityoulike

Ialwaysdobaby,butpleasestayhere,letmetakecareofyou’’

shejustcries

Her‘’Veewhyareyoudoingthis,whyareyoumakingmefallin

lovewithyouwhenyouhaveawife’’

Me‘’Ineverwanttohurtyou,andIpromiseIwillmakethisall

uptoyoubabyIpromise’’



Her‘’howVeehow’’

Me‘’justknowthatIamfallingforyoutooandwearegoingto

beokay’’Ihughersotight

Her‘’IamscaredVee’’myheartbreaks,Ican’tdotoherwhatI

didtoSiza,Iwon’tdoit

Me‘’Iwillmakerightbyyou,babyIpromiseokay’’shenods

cryinginmychest

Me‘’nowlookatdaddy’’shelooksatmeandIwipehertears

thenpeckherlips

Me‘’takethecardandmakethishouseahome’’shegigglesand

kissesme.

Razor

Myloveissohappyandthecarreallysuither,sheiscomplete

now,Ineverhavetoworryabouther

takinganUberorwaitingforOliviatopickherup,shelovedher

birthdaylunchandtheglowthatwas

onherfacewaspriceless,IamgladImadeherfirstbirthday

withmesomemorable.Mydaughterasked

tohavelunchwithherandIagreedithasbeenawhilesincewe



spenttimetogether,Iamgladsheisthe

onewhoreachedouttome,itisactuallyagoodsignthatwe

mightstartoveragain,Iwasalready

waitingforherattherestaurantinMelrosearchandyesshe

wasanhourlate,myphonebeepsIbets

it’shertellingmethatsheiscancellingIpowerthescreenand

thenameSoftwithaheartemojinextto

itappears,Iblushandopenthetext

*justlettingyouknow,thatIamabouttodrivetothemallin

mynewcarandputmyblackcardtouse,I

willbewearingsunglasseswiththewindowrolleddown

listeningtosomeFrankOcean’’Ilaughather

text;sheisfeelingsassyIlikeit.

*Ohyesmylove,pleasespendsomemoneyitislongingforyou

toblowit.Icanjustimaginethesight

ofyouinthatcarlookinglikeabillionaire’’Itextback

*LOLohyeah.ListenbabyIamabouttodrive,seeyoulater?’’

*please,Imissyou.ShouldItellthemtocookoryouwill’’I

respond



*todayIwillbetakingcareofallmymanshunger,youjust

decidewhichoneyouwanttostartwith’’I

gotanerectionalready,Godthiswoman

*slowdownSoft,Iaminapublicplace,butIcan’twaittosee

youIswear’’

*boybye!’’Ilaughoutsoloudpeopleactuallylookatmelikea

madman,butIdon’tmindthem.My

daughterwalksinwithsomanyshoppingbags,Irollmyeyes

Her‘’sorryIamlatedaddy’’

Me‘’itsokaybabyIamnotinahurry’’shesmilesandseats,we

placeourorders

Her‘’daddyhowhaveyoubeen?’’Ismile

Me‘’IamhappyMercy,whataboutyou’’

Her‘’veryhecticdaddymyweddingpreparationsnje,actually

that’swhyIaskedtomeetyou’’ohhereI

thoughtshemissedme

Her‘’soIamgoingtoneedaninjectiononmybudget’’Ilaugh

Me‘’howmucharewetalking?’’

Her‘’myweddingplannerisdoingthemathandIwillgetback



toyou’’

Me‘’sendittomewhenyouhaveit’’shesmiles

Her‘’anotherthingdaddy’’ohboy

Me‘’Iamlistening’’shesipsonherchampagne.

Her‘’Ineedanupgrade’’Igiveheraquestioninglook

Her‘’acardaddyduh!’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yourcarisstillfairlynewMercy’’

Her‘’buteveryonenowhasaG-class’’Ilaugh

Me‘’isitbecauseIgotSizaacar’’

Her‘’ofcoursenotdaddyIwasgoingtoaskeitherway’’deep

downIknowthatistherealreason

Me‘’ohwellbaby,Ican’t,Idon’thavecashlayingaroundnow,I

useditallonSizaforherbirthday’’

Her‘’reallydaddythatisyourexcuse’’shesaidwithanattitude,

Itookoutmywalletandtookouta

coupleofR200notes

Me‘’usethistopayforthebill,Ijustlostmyappetite’’shewas

shocked

Her‘’daddywhereareyougoing’’



Me‘’myhouse,Iwillseeyouaround’’Iwalkoutfeelingdefeated,

sheissoungrateful,Idon’tknow

whereIwentwrongwithherreally.ItriedbutIamdone.

Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandshare.Participationiskey.

Seeyoumondaymovies

Siza’stribulations

Chapter49(notedited)

Razor

Ihonestlydon’tknowwhymydaughterislikethis,nothingis

everenoughforher,Ihavedonesomuch

tomakeherliveacomfortablelifeandIthinkIamthecourseof

herbeinglikethis,Iblamemyself,I

shouldhavebeenmorefirmwithher,Ishouldhavebeenthe

parent,IhaveneverfeltsodefeatedlikeI

donow,IjustwonderhowIamgoingtofixallthis,sheneedsto

knowthatIwillnotbearoundforever

toensurethatshehaseverythingsheneeds,shemustlearnto



beindependent.Ilefttherestaurant

becauseIdidn’twanttoendsayingsomethingImightregret

later,IdroveanddrovetillIfoundmyself

atGadaffi’shouse,theguardletmeinandIjustgotoutofthe

carandopenedwithoutknocking,that’s

whathealwaysdoesatmyhousesoIwillreturnthefavor.I

walktotheloungeandIfindhimhavingsex

onthecouch,Jeez.

Me‘’hollyshitG’’HequicklygotoffthegirlandIturnedaround

Him‘’whatthefuckbrother,whydidn’tyouknock,orbetteryet

callbeforeyoushowup’’

Me‘’asifyoudothatIrespond’’hechucklesandIhearhim

addressthegirl

Him‘’goupstairs,Iwillbeupsoon’’thegirldidn’trespond.

Him‘’youcanturnnowsheisgone’’

Me‘’younowbringthemtoyourhouseIsee’’

Him‘’IhadtomanIwascravingsomepussy,mytailishot,my

boystellmesomeonehasbeenfollowing

mesoIneedtoslaylowforawhiletillIfindoutwhoitis’’I



laugh

Me‘’Idon’tmissthislifenotabit,butIwillusemyresourcesto

helpyouout’’

Him‘’thankyoubrother,muchappreciated,sotellmewhat

bringsyouhere’’Isigh

Me‘’Ineedadrinkfirstman’’hechucklesandgoestofetchit

withtwoglasses

Him‘’troubleinparadisewiththemadam’’Ilaugh

Me‘’notachanceman,wearehappy.ItisjustMercyman,sheis

somethingelse’’

Him‘’ohboywhatdidthatonedo’’Isighandseatdown

Me‘’canyoubelieveshewantsanewcarG’’

Him‘’whycozhercarisfairlynew’’Itakeagulpofmydrink

Me‘’that’swhatIsaidman’’heshakeshishead

Him‘’isitbecauseyougotthemadamthatBentley’’

Me‘’Ithinksotoo,butshesaiditisn’taboutthat’’

Him‘’Iamgoingtobestraightwithyouman,youhaveahand

inthewayyourgirlturnedout,youhave

alwaysgivenhereverythinganddidn’tdrawtheboundary,she

shouldknowthatyouaretheparentand



elder,andshemustrespectthat,sheisagrownwoman,sheis

marriedevenshecan’tbelivingoffyou

foreverything,shehastostandonherowntwofeetandgrow

thefuckup.WhatMercyneedsistough

loveandthatisexactlywhatyouaregoingtogiveher’’hewas

makingsomuchsensedamn

Me‘’Iagreewithyou100%’’

Him‘’sofirstlyyougoingtotellherthatherallowancewillbe

cutoffby50% andshemustfind

somethingtomakemoneyoutoforevengobacktoschooland

getaqualification.Ifshedoesn’tdo

either,makeitcleartoherthatyouwillcutherofffinancially’’I

nodinagreement

Me‘’definitelymanthanks’’

Him‘’surebrother,don’tbackdownevenifshecriesariverand

callyoudaddywiththatsnobbish

accent,standbyyourdecision’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iwillman’’

Him‘’Iamgoingupstairstofinishwhatyouinterrupted.You

canstickaroundawhileIwon’tbedown

anytimesoon’’hesaidleavingtheroom,andIrelaxedonthe



couchenjoyingthedrink

Mercy

Ican’tbelievemyfather,heactuallywalkedoutofme,what

nonsenseisthat,hehasneverdonethat

beforeandhedefinitelyhasneverrefusedtogivemeexactly

whatIwant,seewhyIdon’tlikethisgirlof

his,sheischangingmyfather,shewants’tocontrolhim,andby

thelookofthingssheissucceeding,I

hadmylunchandaskedthemtomakehisorderatakeaway,I

paidandleftdrivingtoBraamfonteinto

seemysister,Ineedtovent.Igetthereandsheisthereluckily

cozIseehercarparked.Itakethefood

togivetoher,thatoneisafoodieshewouldn’tsaynotofood

andluckilyshedoesn’tgainweight,Iam

sojealous.Ienterwithoutknockingandsheissittingbythe

kitchencounterwithbooksandacalculatorinfrontofher.

Me‘’justclosethosebooksandcomechillwithyourfavorite

sisterintheworld’’shelaughed



Her‘’nocandodarling,Ihaveatesttomorrow’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’ohcomeonOlivia,youneedabreakI’msure.Ibroughtyou

food’’

Her‘’actuallyIamfull,Iatenottoolongago’’

Me‘’comeonplease’’

Her‘’reallysis,Sizacookedmeaheavymealbeforesheleft’’I

feltmybloodboilsomuchbutIkeptmy

cool,Idon’twanthertopullwhatdaddidearlieron,Ineedby

myside.

Me‘’ohIsee’’Imadeasadfaceandthatgothertocomeseat

nexttome,victory.

Her‘’finefine,what’sup,whyareyouhere’’Ilaugh

Me‘’can’tIjustmissmybabysister’’

Her‘’youcanbutIknowyou’’Ilaugh

Me‘’okayfine,Iwashavinglunchwithdadandhewalkedout

onme’’shelaughs

Her‘’okaythat’safirst,whatdidyoudotopissdaddyoff’’

Me‘’Iaskedhimtoupgrademe’’shenarrowedhereyes

Her‘’upgradeyoutowhatnow?’’

Me‘’acarofcourse’’



Her‘’bathongMercy,thereisnothingwrongwithyourcar’’

Me‘’IhavebeendrivingthatthingforawhilenowLiv,everyone

hasonethesedays’’shelaughs

Her‘’youaresounbelievable’’

Me‘’whydoyousaythat’’Iaskreallyfeelinghurt

Her‘’themanboughtyouafuckinghouseworthafewmillions,

heisgoingtosponsoryourdamn

wedding,yourhoneymoonandall,nowthathethrowsawoman

helovesapartyandbuysheracaryou

suddenlywantanewcar’’Iamshocked

Me‘’ofcoursethat’snotthereason’’shechuckles

Her‘’ohsisternoneedtopretend,webothknowthatisthereal

reason,Mercynoteverythingisabout

youanditisinyournaturetohateitwhensomeoneelseisin

thespotlight,youareagrownupfor

havenssake,stopthisbullandgrowthefuckup,yourmatesare

workingandowningbusinessesand

youareherecompetingwithyourfatherscompletion,stopit

andfocusonyourhusband,andforonce

askhimforthatupgrade’’tearswerenowstreamingdownmy

face



Me‘’Livwhyareyousayingthistome’’shestandsup

Her‘’youknowwhatsomeofushavesomestudyingtodo,so

pleaseexcuseme’’

Me‘’youthrowingmeoutofyourapartment’’

Her‘’IneedtostudyMercy,goshoporsomething’’shewas

hurtingmewithherwords.Istoodupand

tookmythingsandleft.

Thandiwe

Iamduesoon,in6weekstobeexact,Ijustwanttopopthis

babyoutalready,shameIcan’tanymore,

thisalltoomuch,sharingyourbodywithsomeoneisnotniceat

allshame,rightnowsheissittingonmy

bladder,Ihavetopeeonehundredtimesaday,Ifinditdifficult

tofindagreatsleepingpositionand

don’tgetmestartedonmyswollenfeet.EvensoIcan’tbe

lockedupinthisdamnhousesoIdecidedto

goshoppingforbabystaffandmaybespoilmyselftoadressor

too.astiredasIamIammakingmy

wayinthismallpushingthisalreadyfulltrolley,IpassbyLuis

Vuittonandspotthisbeautifulbag,oh



GodthereisnowayIamlettingthatonepassme,Igetinand

theladyisalreadyatmyassistance,she

doesn’tdisturbmecozsheknowsIamaregular.Ilookaround

andIaccidentallybumpintosome

Me‘’ohIamsosorry,Iwasn’tlookingatwhereIamgoing’’she

giggledandbenddowntopickupher

staff,shelookedupwithasmileanditdisappearedsoonasshe

landedonmyface,andsodidi

Me‘’ohsoit’syou’’

Her‘’intheflesh’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwanthere,lookingforanotherjob?’’she

laughs

Her‘’actuallyno,Iamheretoshop’’Ilaughandbrushmybelly

Me‘’asifyoucanaffordanythinginhere’’

Her‘’becauseIampooroldSizathatfellpregnantat16and

embarrassedbabarigh’’Ismile

Me‘’exactlybabygirl’’shelaughs

Her‘’seethatiswhereyouaremistaken,thisisnotthevillage

andIamdefinitelynotthatlittlegirlyou



canbullyaround,sisi.Sopleaserespectyourself’’Iscanher

fromheadtotoeandIcanbetyousheis

wearingdesigner,myeyeslandonherhandandshehasBentley

carkeys,aiPhoneandblackcard,I

almostfaintbutquicklycomposemyself.

Me‘’youarenowprostitutingyourself,atypicalslayqueen’’she

smiles

Her‘’ohThandiwemtakwethu,youaresosadshame,Ipityyou’’

Me‘’ohpleasedon’t’’

Her‘’noallowmeplease,evenafterthistime,youarestillvery

muchinterestedinmylife,Imeanlook

atyoutryingtomakemefeelsmall,icouldswearthatyoulook

uptome,youwanttobeme’’Ifrown

butdeepdownIknowthereissometruthtowhatsheissaying.

Iclickmytongueindefenceandshesmiles

Me‘’whyamIevenwaistingmytime’’sheshakesherheadand

leavesmestandingthereandgoesto

thetillandpayforsomanyclothes,Iamleftshocked.Shewalks

outofthestoreswayingherbeautiful

bodyandIamleftintherestarringandherdisappearinginto

themalloutofsight.



Vicky

Sizweistotallyplayinghardtogetitissodifficulttogettohim,

Ihavepulledeverystuntandthebook

andhewon’tbarge,itisallsofrustratingyeses,Ihavenever

hadaproblemseducinghimbeforebut

nowheistellingmebullshitaboutwantingtobefaithfultohis

wife,Imeanreally.Ineedtobefriendher

anduseitasleveragetogethimback,hewon’tbeableto

refusegivingintomydemands,sincehewant

toprioritizeherIamsurehewillalsoavoidherpossiblyfinding

outthatitwasmewhohadanaffair

withhimandnotSiza,honestlyspeaking,Ihavenothingtolose

butSizwehaseverythingtolose,his

wife,kids,reputationandall.Hewants’theworldtothinkheis

abrilliantbusinessmanandfamilyguy

butshame,ifonlytheyknewwhatamonsterhereallyis.My

bedroomdooropensandThatocomesin

andthrowsherselfonthebed.



Me‘’longday?’’

Her‘’yesbabe,theclubcanbesohectichey’’

Me‘’tellmeaboutitbabe’’shesighs

Her‘’Ijustwanttoeatandsleep’’Ilaugh

Me‘’didSizwecometoday’’

Her‘’yeahhecamethroughlookinglikeanentiresnackbabe’’I

frown

Me‘’don’tyoudareThato’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohcomeonbabe’’

Me‘’Iamseriousrightnow,heisofflimitsjustlikethewayyou

neverwantedRazornearme’’

Her‘’don’tmentionthatone’’Ifrown

Me‘’whatdidhedonow’’

Her‘’canyoubeliveheboughtthatgirlaBentleyforher

birthday’’

Me‘’nofuckingwaybabe’’

Her‘’timeheonlyusedtogivemeR5000imaginehle’’Ilaugh

Me‘’manaretrash,wheredidyouhearthis?’’

Her‘’IfollowhisdaughterOliviaoninstagram,shepostedthe



bitchstandingnexttothecar,mycar’’

Me‘’showme’’shetookoutmyphoneandhandedittome,fuck

thatcarislife,buthonestlyspeaking,

thisgirlissexyman,butdon’ttellanyoneIsaidthatokay,

especiallyThato.

Her‘’IthinkIshouldgainweight’’

Me‘’whywouldyoudothat’’

Her‘’tolooklikethisSizagirl,maybehewilllookatmeagain’’

Me‘’noneedtodothatjusttrybefriendherthatiswhatIam

planningtodowithSizwe’swife’’

Her‘’explaintome’’shesaidsittingupstraight’’

Iamdamntiredshame,andthenextfewdayswon’tbeany

easy,bearwithmeguys.Pleaseparticipate,

reactions,commentsandshares.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter50(notedited)

Siza



Myexcitementispeople,Ifinishedmy1styearsmoothlyandI

ampleasedthatMopulledhisstringsto

getmeintoaprivatehospitaltogoandshadowtheDr’sthere

asastudentDr,Iwillbedoingthisforthe

entirefestiveseason,butthechiefofsurgeryagreedtogiveme

breakswhenIneedtorelaxandgo

hometoseemyfamilyandIappreciatedthat.Iamstartingthe

shifttodayandIhonestlycan’twait,this

isthemostamazingexperiencethusfar,Iamprettysurethat

Siphepheloissmilingdownatme.Imiss

hersomuch,IwishIhadlefttheKhumaloresidenceintime

beforeDalicouldharmher,maybeshe

wouldbeherewithme,goingtothebestschool,maybeMo

wouldhavelovedher,butIcan’ttakeback

thehandsoftime.Ijustgotoutoftheshowerandputonmy

summerdressandsandals,Iboughta

backpackthatIwillusetobackmycomfortablesneakersand

myscrubsandlunchbox,Iamreceiving

myscrubstoday,that’sgetsmemoreexcitedIcanseemyself

wearingthemalreadythixo,thathasto



beoneofthemostexcitingthingsaboutmedicinethosenice

scrubs.Isnappedoutofmythoughtswith

thebiggestsmileonmyface.Imakemywaydownstairsand

findmyman’sseatingonthebarstoolin

thekitchenhavinghisbreakfast.

Him‘’Iwasthinkingofsendingasearchpartytolookforyou’’I

laugh

Me‘’ohcomeon,Ididn’ttakelong’’

Him‘’checkthetimeSizakele,youdon’twanttolateonyour

firstdaynowdoyou’’Icheckmytimeand

IseeIwastedthetimeIshouldbeeatingbreakfast

Me‘’ohGodIwasn’taware’’

Him‘’Ialreadypackedyourlunchbabe;Thereisanapple,

bananaandyoghurtinyourbag.Youneedto

leavenow,trafficwillbeanightmare’’Iblush

Me‘’youarejustthebestmylove’’Itakethebagwithmystaff

Him‘’comegivemeakissandgo’’Iwalktohimandkisshimso

passionately

Me‘’goodbyeboo’’Iblowhimakissandwalkout.Mydriveis

notsobad,trafficisataminimalandI



sendglorytoGod,Iparkattheemployeesectionwherethe

securitypointedmeasmyReservedspot,I

laughcozthishasRazorwrittenalloverit,buthowdoeshe

influenceawholeprivatehospital.Iwalk

outandluckilyIamontime,Igetinsideandthereceptionist

walksmetotheChief.Sheknocksanda

deepmalevoiceshoutscomein,wewalkinandawhitemanis

seatingbehindthedesk

Her‘’Sir,thestudentDrishere’’hesmiles

Him‘’thankyou’’shesmilesandwalksout

Me‘’goodmorningsir’’hesmiles

Him‘’DrDlaminiwelcome’’hesaysitinafunnyaccent,I

suppressmylaugh

Me‘’thankyousir’’

Him‘’comeletmegoshowyoutothelockers.Andintroduce

youtothestaff’’Ismileandfollowhim

gladly.

Him‘’thesearethelockersandyoucangoinandchangeso

long,Iwillgiveyou2minutesandwalk

downthiscorridor,youwillseeaconferenceroom,Icalledthe

stufftointroduceyou’’Ismileandwalk



intheDr’sroom,itisemptysoIfindmylockerandithasmy

nameandkey,Iopenandfindmylight

bluescrubsandquicklychange,Iputmybaginsideandtakethe

tagwithmynameonit“Sizakele

DlaministudentDoctor’’Ismileandrealizethatthisisreally

happeningGod.Ipackawaymybag,lock

andrushouttotheconferenceroomandIwalkintoaroomfull

ofDrsandnurses.

Him‘’ohsheishere,everyonethisisourstudentDrshewillbe

withusformostoftheholidays,shejust

completedher1styearandImustsayshehasprettygood

marks,Ididn’tevenobtainthatIamjealous’’everyonelaughs

andIjustsmile

Him‘’shewillbeshadowingeachandeveryoneofyou,Iam

goingtodrawuparoosteronwhoshe

shadowsonaparticularday,andeveryoneplease,ifithas

nothingtodowithmedicinedon’tmakeher

doit,sheisheretolearncanwekindlyallowherthe

opportunity.Ihopewewillallwelcomeherwith

openarms,Sizakelethisisthestaffyouwillgettoknowthem,I

hopeyouwilllearnfromthemtheyare



verymuchcomfortable’’

Me‘’thankyoueveryone’’thesmileatme.

Him‘’okayeveryonepleasegobacktoworkandsavelives’’they

walkout

Him‘’ohnurseUriel’’aprettypetiteladywholookshellafinein

herneatuniform.

Her‘’yesDrWallace’’

Him‘’pleasegoshowSizakeleDrMkhize’sofficehedidn’tcome

totheintroduction’’

Her‘’definitelysir,Sizakelepleasefollowme’’

Me‘’thankyouSir’’

Him‘’youwillbewithhimthisentireweek,heisaOB/GYN’’I

nodandIfollowUrielout.

Sizwe

EversinceIlostSizaIhadtofindanotherwomantoreplaceher,

notasahostessthoughjustasa

waitress,itwilltakemealongtimebeforeIfindaclassylady

likeSiza,mywifereallymessedthingsup



forthebusiness,Iknowshedidn’twanttocontinueworking,

butshecouldhavebeenabletohelpout

whenIhavethesemonthlyGentleman’sevenings.Vicky

recommendedthatIhireherfriendThato,I

wasskepticalatfirstbutnotanymore,shegetsthejobdone

andalsotakescareofmyotherneeds,that

girlisabeastinthesackItellyou,meandherstartedawhile

backIdon’tknowhowbutitjust

happened.SheletsmedoeverythingIwanttoherandthatis

everythingtome,shedidn’tevenseemto

carethatIusedtofuckherfriend.ThistimeIamnottaking

chances,Iamusingacondomalltheway.

Weareinthehotelwherewealwaysbook,shejustdonetome

thingsIhaveneverseenbefore,jeses.I

amlookingatherwalkingbacktomenaked,shehandsmemy

glassofchampagneandsipsofonhers.

Her‘’nation’’

Me‘’mmhhh’’

Her‘’Ineedtoasksomething’’shesay’sdoubtful

Me‘’thereisnothingsexywithawomanwhodoesn’thave



confidence,whatdoyouwantjustsayit

Thato’’shesipsagainandtakeadeepbreath

Her‘’okaythen,thereisaneventIamgoingto,oneofthegirlsI

knowishavingapart,Ineedmoneyfor

myoutfitanddrinks’’Ilaugh

Me‘’isthatall?’’

Her‘’yes’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’youarefunny.Youweresoundingasifyouweregoingto

askmetoleavemywifeforyou’’she

laughs

Her‘’absolutelynot,Iknowmyplace’’Ismile

Me‘’thatisgoodtoknow.IwillsendyouR20000willitbe

enough?’’

Her‘’Iwillletyouknowifit’snotenough,thankyou’’shekisses

me

Me‘’youpleasemeThatoandImustdothesame.Whattimeis

yourshift?’’

Her‘’Iamofftodaybabe’’Ismile

Her‘’ohthatisgoodtohear,meaningourfundoesn’thaveto

endasyet’’shegigglesandplacesher



glassdownandgetsontopofme,ohthisismyniceescape

fromcrazyVickyandannoyingThandiwe.

Razor

Idecidedtohaveachatwithmydaughterandgiveherthelow

downonthings,Ithoughtlongandhard

aboutthisandIknowexactlywhattodo.Gadaffiwasright,

MercyisthewaysheisbecauseofmeandI

mustfixthatbeforeshedeterioratesfurther.Icalledher

yesterdayandsheagreedtomeetupwithme,

Iamdrivingtoherhouse,Ihopethatboyisatwork,Ineedto

talktoherallalone.Ididn’ttellSizaabout

this,knowinghershewouldhavebeggedmetofindanother

waytodealwiththisbutthereisnotime

forthatnow.Sheneedstoughloveandsheneedsitasin

yesterday.IgettothatfortressIboughtand

parked;Iwalktothehouseandtakeadeepbreath.Ipressthe

doorbells,sheopensandhalfsmiles,Ijustkeepastraightface.

Her‘’daddy,comein’’Iwalkinandwaitforhertoleadme

furtherin’’shewalkstotheloungeandwe



seatdown,Iplacemyphoneandcarkeysonthecoffeetable.

Me‘’Icameheretotalk,andwhateverIamabouttosaywill

stick,Iwon’tchangemymind,Ifirstlywant

toapologize,IfailedyouasafatherandIletyougetawaywith

somuch,Iletyoudoasyouplease,I

haven’tbeenafatherIhavebeenafriendandthatstopsnow,I

amtakingbackmyparenthoodfrom

you,fromnowIamtheparentandyouarethechild,achildthat

hasgrowntobeanadult,youare

marriednowandyoubelongwithyourhusband,youareno

longermyresponsibilityMercy,Iwill

definitelyrightthemistakesofthepast.Iamgoingtocutyour

allowanceby50%,youaregoingto

decideonwhetheryougoingtostartalucrativebusinesswhich

Iwillfundprovidedthatyousubmita

detailedbusinessplan,thenoptiontwo,yougoandpursuea

highereducationqualification,goto

university.Ifyoudon’tdecideonanyofthetwoinamonthIam

cuttingyouoffcompletely’’shewas

lookingatmeshocked,shecouldn’tbelieveherears.Ikepta

straightface



Her‘’youarekiddingmerightdaddy’’

Me‘’unfortunatelyIamnotfeelinglikeTrevorNoahtoday

Mercy’’

Her‘’whywouldyouwanttodothistomedaddy,howwillI

survive’’

Me‘’Ipaythatboyverywell,andhalfyourallowanceisnoteven

asalaryofapersonwitha

qualification’’sheletshertearsfallbutIamnotshaken

Her‘’daddyplease,Iwouldn’tsurvive.Ican’tbegoingbackto

school,Idon’tevenhaveanythingIam

interestedinstudying,toeventhinkofabusinessidea’’

Me‘’howwouldyouknowifyoudon’ttry’’shecry’sharderandI

clearmythroat.

Her‘’daddypleasedon’tdothisplease’’Iretrievemywallet

frommywalletfrommybackpocketand

takeoutabankcardandhandittoher.

Her‘’whatisthis?’’

Me‘’thatisyournewbankcard;Icanceledtheblackcardyou

wereusing’’hereyespopped

Her‘’youarereallyserious’’shesaidwipinghertears.



Me‘’yesIam’’

Her‘’isitthatgirlfriendofyoursmakingyoudothistome?’’

Me‘’thishasnothingtodowithSizakele,leaveheroutofthis.

thisisaboutyou,Iwantyoutogrowup

andbeabletostandonyourown,Iwillnotliveforever’’she

chuckles

Her‘’wowRazorwow’’Itightenmyjaws

Me‘’IneedananswerinamonthMercy’’Isayandtakemy

phoneandcarkeysandwalkoutwithoutgivingherachanceto

saysomething.

Thandiwe

Idecidedtogotothespatoday,Ineedsomegoodpampering,it

istimesliketheseIwishIhadfriends,

butmyhusbanddoesn’twantmetohaveany,forreasons

knowntohim,reasonshedoesn’twantto

sharewithme,herefusesmetoworktoo.thathousecanbebig

andlonelymosttimes,Ineedtohave

peopletotalkto,theonlytimewehaveguestiswhenweare

hostinghisbusinesspartnersandtheir

wives,andthoseladiesowntheirownbusinessesandsome



evenwork.Igettothehotel,myfavorite,it

haseverything.Iwalkinanddecidetoeatfirst.Iwalktotheir

restaurant,Iwasabouttobetakentomy

tablewhenIsawVickyfromtheclub.Shehasaglassof

champagneinfrontofher.sheislookinglikeshe

isherewithsomeone,butsheisaloneonthetable

Me‘’sorryhowlonghasthatladybeenhere’’

Her‘’ithasbeenawhilenow,shehasbeennursingthatglass’’I

laugh

Me‘’sosheisalone?’’

Her‘’yessheis,Ibetsheisheretofishforblesser,tryingto

lookrichsotheycanapproachhermxm’’

Me‘’Isee,Iwillbejoiningher’’shenods

Her‘’Iwillgetyouthemenusolong’’

Me‘’thankyou’’Iwalkedtothattable

Me‘’Vickyhello’’shesmiles

Her‘’ohbossladywhatanicesurprise’’Ismile

Me‘’mindifIjoinyou?’’



Her‘’notatall,butIwasjustfinishingoffthisgadandliving,I

hadanappointmentbutthepersonstood

meup’’Imentallyrollmyeyes

Me‘’ohdon’tleavejoinmelet’shaveluch’’

Her‘’ohnoIwouldn’tdisturbyourpeace’’Iknowthatis

becauseshedoesn’thavemoneytopayforfood.

Me‘’ohnoplease,onmeplease’’shesmiles

Her‘’okayifyouinsistbosslady’’

Me‘’okayyougonnahavetostopcallingmethatnow,just

Thandiwe’’shesmiles

Her‘’okaythen’’thewaitresscameandsheorderedfoodanda

glassofjuicebutItoldhertocancelthe

juiceandgetherabottleofchampagne,hereyeslitupasI

mentionedthat

Me‘’sohowiseverythingattheclub’’

Her‘’everythingisgoingprettywell,wemanagedtoreplace

Siza’’oh

Me‘’withwho?’’

Her‘’afriendofmineThato’’Inod

Me‘’ohokay’’



Her‘’howaboutyou,howisthebaby’’

Me‘’ohIamreadytopopthisoneoutshame’’shelaughs

Her‘’bythelookofthingsyouaresoon’’Inod.Ourfoodarrives

andwedigin,sheisshowingthisbottle

ofchampagnenomercy.OurconversationisflowingandImust

admititisnicehavingsomeonemyage

totalkto.

Her‘’thankyouforthis’’

Me‘’notaproblem,weshoulddothisagain,beforeIgivebirth’’

Her‘’Iwouldlovethat’’Iwouldn’tmindbeingtheonewho

spendsfinanciallysolongasIhavesomeone

asclosetoafriend,andsheseemstobetheonlyoneavailable

formerightnow,therestofthedaywe

spenditlaughingasshetellsmehershenanigans.

Pleasereact,commentandshare.Participationiskeyakere.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter51(notedited)



Mercy

Icouldn’tbelievemyearsguys,Idon’tknowhasgottenintomy

fatherithasbeentwodayssincehe

saidwhathesaidtomeandtomakemattersworsemy

husbandwasnotavailabletocomfortmeand

thepainIamgoingthrough,Itriedcallinghimtoexplainwhat

isgoingonbuthisphonekeptontaking

mestraighttovoicemail,hecalledthatnightandtoldmethe

businessheoncementionedcame

throughandheneededtogotoCapeTownASAP.Idon’t

rememberhimmentioningittomebutit’sno

biggyatleasthewillmakemoneyandhelpmeoutwhileItry

getbackintomyfather’sgoodbooks,I

haveneverworkedadayinmylifeandthelasttimeIstudied

waswhenIwasdoingmymatricandIhad

nointerestingoingtouniversity,myfatherhasmoremoney

thanyoucaneverthink,andgoingto

universitywasforpeoplewhowantedwork,toearnasalary,I

don’tneedasalarymydaddycan

definitelyaffordtotakecareofmeeveninhisdeath,soIdon’t



knowwhyheisdoingthistomeImean

hehasneverhadaproblemwithit,thenwhyisheactinglike

this,IbetyouitisthatSizakelegirl,sheis

poisoninghimagainstme,Ibetyoushestillholdingagrudge

againstmeaboutwhathappenedtoher

daughter.Ineedtofixthis,hehastochangehismindhenceI

sawitfittogotalktouncleG.Icalledand

hetoldmeheisathishouse.Iwasalreadytherethinkingabout

howtogoaboutthiswholething.His

maidtoldmethatheisintheshowerandwillbedownina

minute.Iwasdrinkingmyorangejuicewhen

hecamethrough

Him‘’heybabygirl’’Istoodupandwesharedahug

Me‘’uncleG’’Irespondedaslowaspossiblesohecanpityme

andstandwithmeonthis

Him‘’howareyoubaby?’’

Me‘’notsogoodhey’’hefrowned

Him‘’wanttotalkaboutit?’’

Me‘’that’swhyIcametoseeyou’’Itakeadeepbreath



Him‘’Iamallears’’

Me‘’it’sdaddyuncleG,hehascutmyallowanceandtoldmeI

haveamonthtodecidewhetherIam

goingbacktoschoolorstartingabusinessandifIdon’tdecide

onanyhewillcutmeoffcompletelycan

youimaginethat’’hekeptastraightface

Him‘’whatiswrongwithwhathehasdonenana”myeyespop

isthislisteningtome

Me‘’uncleGIamtellingyoudaddywantsmetosuffer’’

Him‘’thatisnotwhathewantstodoMercy,Razorwon’tlive

forever,hewantsyoutobeindependent,

tobeabletoprovidelikeyourself,yeshehasmoney,but

anythingcanhappennana,youneed

somethingtofallbackon,lifeisunpredictable,wedon’twant

youtofindthatouttheharshestofways’’

Me‘’areyouguyskiddingme,it’snotlikehismoneywill

disappearsomedaywithoutatraceuncleG’’he

shakeshishead

Him‘’Mercyyouarenarrowmindedbabygirl.Oliviaisyour

youngersister,youtoowereraisedbythe

samerichmanbutsheknewwhatcouldhappenhenceshewent



tostudyassecurityforherownfuture,

whycan’tyouseethistoo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohsonowIambeingcomparedtomysister’’

Him‘’thisiswhyIamsayingyouarenarrowminded,you

shouldn’tbeseenthebiggerpicturewithwhat

IjustsaidbutyouonlyseeingmecomparingyoutoLiv’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IthinkImadeamistakebycominghere,Iwashopingyou

wouldtalktodaddyforme’’

Him‘’IwillnotbedoingthatMercy.Iunderstandwheremy

brotheriscomingfrom,meandhimhas

seenthiscruelworldandweknowhowthingscanget.

Everythingcanchangewithinablinkofaneye’’

Me‘’thanksfornothingthen’’Itakemybadandwalkoutmad

ashell,howdarehe

Thato

KnowIunderstandwhyVickyissoobsessedwithNation,I

meanmanisfinehoney,heisloadedanddick

gameisonsteroids,youpleasehimandhewillpleaseyoutoo,



hedidsendmethatmoneyIaskedfor

andthismorninghesendanextraR10000,andcalledtotell

methatitismybonusforbeingagoodgirl.

YouseeIgatheredinformationfromVicky,hetoldmethat

Sizwelikestodominatemosttimeinbed

andthathewantsawomanwhoknowsherplacewhenitcame

tohiswifeandfamily,shementioned

thathehatedthefactthatshewouldquestionhimatwork

that’swhyitendedupbeingknownatwork

thattheyweresleepingtogether,Ifiguredthatiswhyhelost

interestinher.tomyownbenefit,Ilethim

doanythingtomeinbed,Inevermentionhiswifenoteven

whenhebringsherup,Ijustlistenandnot

respond,Iwouldjustnodorshakemyhead,atworkIdon’tgive

himlooks,itissirorboss,andthat

scoredmeabonus.IfonlyVickyknewhoweasyitistoplease

thisman,allshehadtodowaskeepher

mouthshut;nowshegavemeamanualtoherman.Razorcan

gotohellwiththatfatthingofhis,with

hisR5000allowancestimeheisricherthanNation.Iam

startingwithsaving,Itookthe20kandstashed



itawayforrainydays,Iwillblowthis10k.thatiswhatIwillbe

doing,whenhegivesmecash,Isave

50%,lifeinJoziishard,it’seitheryouhustleorbehustled

ngwaneso.Igotbackfromthemallwith

groceriesandIboughtmyselfclothes,notdesignerthough.I

alsoboughtusabottleofVodkaand24

savannaandtakeaway.IfoundheronthecouchwatchingTV

asIwalkinwiththeUberdriverhelping

megetthethingsinsidethehouse;shestoodupasshesawme.

Her‘’haibogirlmakingitrainonaWednesdaywhilepeopleare

sobroke’’

Me‘’lifeisjustgoodmyfriend’’shelaughsandopensasavanna

anddrinkwhilehelpingmeunpackthe

groceries

Her‘’wheredidyoutakethecashThato’’Ismile

Me‘’let’sjustsayIworkedmymagicandamanwentcrazyand

hedeposited10K’’shescreamed

Her‘’youbitch,Ididn’tknowyouhadanewfish’’

Me‘’hedoesn’twantpeopletoknowabouthimbabe,heisa

wellknowperson,veryprivate’’shenods



Her‘’Iknowthatkindbabe,aslongasheispayinggoodmoney’

Me‘’exactlywenababe’’Ismile

Her‘’youareabadbitchman’’shelaughsandweputthe

alcoholinthefridgeandItakeadumpieand

thefood,shecomeswithmyclothes

Me‘’ohyeahgivemethat,Ibroughtyousomething’’shegot

excited

Her‘’ohbabethankyou,shehugsme’’itisjustablackglittery

dresswithblackhighheels

Me‘’thatisforthepartywearegoingtothisSaturday,Igot

myselfaglitteryshortjumpsuitwiththe

sameshoes’’shescreamedinexcitement

Her‘’youarethebestTee,Iwasstressingaboutanoutfitfor

thatparty,youknowhowpettythose

bitchesarebutyoucamethrough,wearegoingtolookhot

sweetheart’’

Me‘’Iknowright’’

Her‘’heyyouwon’tbelievehappenedMonday’’

Me‘’Iamallears’’

Her‘’IbumpedintoThandiweSizwe’swifeatthehotel;Iwas



thescoutingbutnotevenonefishthat

cameouttoplay.Shecametomeandaskedmetostaywith

her,moGhelboughtmefood,andabout3

bottlesofchampagneandtookmetothespa.Ididn’thaveto

worktomakehermyfriendshejustfell

onmylap’’Ihighfiveherandwelaugh

Me‘’ifonlysheknew’’butthatalsoappliestoyou,Isayinmy

head.

Her‘’youcansaythatagainwenamyfriend,Sizwewon’thavea

choicebutgivemewhatIwant’’Ilaugh

andweclickourbottles

Me‘’justbecareful’’

Her‘’Iwillbabe’’wecontinueeatingandsheexplainsherplan

withmeandIjustkeeponlaughing.

Mandla

IdecidedtospendthetwodayswiththeQueen,Ihavebeen

spoiltlikehell,Icomehometoaclean

house,andsoonasIenterthearomaofhomecookedmealsfill



mynostrils,GodUrielcancook,thefirst

thingIgetwhenagethomeisakissandsheushersmetogo

changeintomorecomfortableclothes

onceIfinishshowering,immediatelywhenIgettotheliving

room,Ifindadrinkwaitingforandthe

channelonBlitz,sheknowsIloveit.Irelaxandgetservedwith

aplateofhotdeliciousmealsprepared

bymywoman,asifthatisnotenough,shetakesmetobedand

haveherwaywithme,Iswearthis

womanwasgivenspecialtrainingonhowtotakecareofher

man,thethoughtofbeingbacktothe

mansioniskillingme,Iamgoingtomissbeingwithher.Iam

parkingoutsidewonderingifIshouldgoin

orwhat.Ifinallygathermystrengthandwalkinside,Ifindher

inthebedroomculledupandcrying,I

seatnexttoherandsheimmediatelyheldontome

Her‘’ohthankGodyouareback’’ImissUrielalready,evenwhen

shewantstoventshemakessureIam

takencareofandthentellwhatisbothering,thentellmewhy

wouldn’tIdoeverythingforher’’



Me‘’yeahIjustlandednotsolongago’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iamhappytosee,Imissedyou’’Ifakeasmile

Me‘’metoo,sotellmewhatiswrong?’’

Her‘’itsRazorbabyyouwon’tbelievehim’’

Me‘’whatdidhedoMercy’’shestartedcryingagainandit

scaredme

Me‘’talktomeplease,whathappened?’’

Her‘’hecutmyallowanceby50% baby’’

Me‘’whydidhedothat?’’

Her‘’hesaidIamagrownwomannowandIshouldlearnto

fendformyself,gavemeanultimatum,

eitherIgotouniversityandstudyorstartabusinessifIdon’t

hewillcutmeoffcompletely’’shecries

harder,VIVARazorVIVA.

Me‘’butwhyareyoucrying,heisright,andit’snotlikeheisnot

givingyouoptions’’sheuntangles

herselffrommeandgivesmeadeadlylook

Her‘’notyoutooKhumalo’’

Me‘’thinkaboutitMercy,itisforyourownbenefit.Heis

actuallydoingyouarefavor,youwillrealizeit



someday’’shelaughs

Her‘’areyoufuckenkiddingmerightnow,Idon’twanttodo

anyofthosethingsVusi’’

Me‘’whatthehelldoyouwanttodowithyourlifeMercy?’’

Her‘’Ijustwantmylifetobetherewayitusedtobe’’

Me‘’soyouhaveabsolutelyzeroambitionsanddreams’’

Her‘’Idohavedreams,Iwanttotraveltheworld,meetthe

world’srichestandfamous,befreeand

carefree’’

Me‘’wowjustwow’’Ilaugh

Her‘’youshouldhavejuststayedinCapeTown,youare

useless’’Ichuckles

Me‘’ifthatisthecase,Iwillgobookmyselfatthehotel’’Istand

upandwalktothecloset,grabmybag

andthrowinafewoutfitsinthere,shecomesin

Her‘’babyIamsorryIdidn’tmeantosaythat’’

Me‘’justleavemealoneMercyplease’’

Her‘’Khumalopleaselove,Iamsorryplease’’

Me‘’letthisuselessmangoandleaveyouinpeacewhileyou

figureouthowyouwillmeettheworlds



richestandfamous’’Isaylaughing

Her‘’babyplease’’Itakemybagandwalkout,apartofme

pissedanotheronehappyasfucktobegoingbacktotheladyin

myhouse.

Siza

Thishastobetheproudesttimeinmylife,thehospitalis

amazingandthestaffissonice,everything

oneisfriendlyandall,ormaybeitisjustthefirstweek,people

willshowmetheirtruecolorssoon

enough.Ihaven’tmadefriendsyet,Ispendmylunchinthe

cafeteriaandeatthelunchboxMomakes

formewhileItalktohimonthephone,hehasbeentryingto

clearhisschedulearoundmylunchtime

sowecantalkandItellhimaboutmymorning,heisjustso

sweet,mygentlebear.Todaythoughhe

hadacourtappearancesowecouldn’ttalk,Iamsadbutthen

againIcan’texpecthimtobeonthe

phone.Heistheownerofalawfirmafterall.Ihadagood

morningthough,wedelivertwobabiesand

theylooksoadorable,remindedmeofthedayIgavebirthto



Phephe,itwassopainfulbutjusta

beautifulexperience.IfeellikebeingaDrismycallingmyheart

isatpeace,Iknowithasonlybeen3

daysbutIamenjoyingitfully.Mythoughtsaredisturbedbythe

lovelynurseUrielsheissocalmand

collected,sheisindeedhername,theangleUriel.shesmilesat

meandIreturnit.

Me‘’hello’’

Her‘’hiDrcanIjoinyou?’’

Me‘’pleasejustcallmeSiza.Andyesjoinmeplease’’hersmile

widensandsheseatsdown

Her‘’thankyou,howareyousettlingin?’’

Me‘’verywellthankyou,Iamenjoyingandlearningalotfrom

thisopportunity’’

Her‘’DrMkhizespeakshighlyofyoutotheothers’’Ismile

Me‘’Ialwaysfeellikehedoesn’tlikeme,heisalwayssocold’’

shelaughs

Her‘’thatishisnature,plusheisstrictwithhisstudents,heisa

perfectionist,hewantsyoutojustdo



good’’Ismileandnod

Me‘’thankyouforlettingmeknow’’shelooksatmybackpack

Her‘’ohthisiscute,musthavecostyouafortune’’

Me‘’itdidbutIcouldn’tholdmyself’’shelaughs

Her‘’IwishIcouldjustwalkintoLuisVuittoneyesclosedand

pickouteverythingwithoutlookingatthe

pricetag,payandwalkout,gostraighthome,andonlylookat

thepurchaseslipanddieinpeacecozI

wouldbesodamnbroke’’Ilaughsoloud.

Me‘’eishbabe,tellmeabout,itismuchbettertobuythemwith

someoneelse’smoney’’shesmiles

Her‘’truethat,thesemanmustjustpayforeverything’’we

laugh,ohIlikehershame,sheiscoolpeople

Me‘’IthinkmylunchisoverIneedtogobacktoworknow’’

Her‘’okaydear,seeyoutomorrowatlunchagain?’’

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat’’

Her‘’enjoytherestofyourday’’shesay’ssmiling

Me‘’thanks,youtoo’’Ireturnagenuinesmileandwalkaway.I

couldbefriendherreally.



Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.Let’sallparticipate

guys.Iloveyoulots.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter52(Notedited)

Olivia

Thefestivehasbegan,drinkingeverydayisallowednow,Iwish

Sizawasherebutsheneedstowork,I

amsuperproudofherreally,andyourstrulyalsopassedallher

modulesandRazorwassohappyhe

toldmetowritehimalistofeverythingIwantasarewardfor

myhardworkanddedication,ihavealist

withmeandIamprettysurethisistheoneIamgoingto

submittohim,doyouguyswantmetoshare

withyouwhatIwrotedown?EvenifyousaynoIamdoingto

tellyouanyway,sothefirstthingIasked

forwasanapartmentupgrade,preferablyintheNorth,Ialso

askedforanallexpensespaidtripto5



differentcountriesatonceinJanuaryasawayofrelaxing

beforeschoolresumes,thisnextonemightbe

mepushingmyluckfarbutwhythehellnot,anythingis

possiblewithmydad,soIaskedforaprivate

jet,IknowguysIamtoomuch,lastlyIaskedhimtosponsorat

least2firstyearstudentswhodonot

havefundingtostudynextyear.Ihopehegrantsmeatleast

twothingshere.TofeelthespiritIhave

alreadystartedonmycorona,feltlikebeertoday,andnothing

beatscoronawithlemon,themusicis

burstingthroughthespeakers,mydoorbellringsandIrollmy

eyesmustbetheneighborcomingto

complain,don’tthesepeopleknowit’sDecember,allofthisis

allowed,mxmtimesliketheseIwishI

wasstayinginthetownship,Iloweredthevolumeandgoopen,

tomysurpriseit’sjustmydad.Ismileandheshakeshishead

Him‘’isn’tittooearlytobemakingsomuchnoise’’

Me‘’keDecemberboss’’Isaydancing

Him‘’Iamprettysureitdoesn’tnecessarilymeansyoushould

killyoureardrumslikethat’’Ilaughand



hespotsthebeeronmycoffeetableandhenarrowshiseyes

andlooksatme

Me‘’whatdaddy’’

Him‘’Olivia,doyouhaveaboyover’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whatifIdid?’’Itease

Him‘’IswearOliviaIwillbreakhisneck’’hesay’smovingtomy

bedroomandaftertotherestofthe

otherroomsIburstoutlaughingandthrowmyselfonthecouch

andtakemybeer,hecomesback

Me‘’didyoufindhim?’’helaughs

Him‘’youwouldhaveheardhimscreamlikeagirlifIhadlaid

myhandsonhim’’Ismile

Me‘’howdoyouexpectmetofindamantomarryme’’

Him‘’Oliviadon’tsourmymood’’

Me‘’okaysorry,butthisbeerismine’’

Him‘’champagnenotgoodenoughforyouanymore’’

Me‘’varietyisthespiceoflife’’helaughsandshakeshishead

Him‘’mxm,IcametogetmylistOlivia’’Ijumpfromthecouch

andgofetchit,Ihandittohimandhe

opensitandthenhelaughs



Me‘’what?’’Ifrown

Him‘’number3wow’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohcomeon’’

Him‘’IamjustsayingLiv’’heshakeshisheadandlaughs

Me‘’makeithappenRazor’’

Him‘’yesmadam,IwillseewhatIcando,nowgetoffthat

couchIamtakingyououtforbrunchand

maybealittleshopping’’Ididn’twaitforhimtosayittwice.

Me‘’youthebestmanyouthebest’’Isayrunningtothe

bathroom.

Thato

IhavebeenwithNationsincelastnight,themandoesn’twant

metoleaveandforamanwhohasa

wife,heissorelaxed,Ididn’tevenbotheraskinghimwhy,itis

notmybusinessafterall,ifhedoesn’t

careabouthisownwifewhyshouldIgiveafuck,whenIamwith

him,it’saboutusandnooneelse.Iam

notcomplainingthathehaskeptmeherecozitmeansIam



pleasinghim,andheisdefinitelygoingto

rewardmeheavilyplustheisthishandbagIsawwithmatching

shoes,IneedtocollectasmuchasIcan

beforeVickyfinallyconnectsthedotscozIwillbedoomed.Igot

outofthebathroomandheisonthe

bednakedwithaglassofscotch,hebitshislowerlipandIsmile

tomyself

Him‘’doyouhaveanyideahowsexyyouarewoman?’’Ismile

Me‘’ohreallypapi?’’

Him‘’isn’tthisproofenough?’’hesay’spointingathiserection

Me‘’Iwillneedtotakecareofthat’’helaughs

Him‘’asmuchasIwouldlovethatTeeIneedaminutebabe,

youoverworkedme’’

Me‘’okayIwillorderroomservicethen’’helaughs

Him‘’pleaseIamfamished’’Icallthemandplaceour

Me‘’sowhatarewedoingtodotoday’’

Him‘’Ijustwanttobeclosedinwithyoulisteningtoyourcrazy

stories,andfuckthedaylightsoutof

you,isthatplanenough?’’



Me‘’Itakeitwearesleepingagaintonight’’

Him‘’Idon’tseewhynotbabe’’Ismileandkisshimfullonthe

lips

Me‘’okaythenBoss,whateveryouwantIwillgladlydo’’

Him‘’beforeIforget,letmedepositsomethingforyou,Iwant

youtobuyyourselfsomeclothes,you

deserveaholiday’’Iscreaminexcitement

Me‘’areyouforreal?’’helaughs

Him‘’ofcourseIamTee,youpleaseme,sowhyshouldn’tI’’I

smile

Me‘’sowhereamIgoing?’’

Him‘’Maldives?’’yesyesandyes,Vickyisgoingtobesojealous,

Ikisshim

Me‘’thankyoudzaddy’’hetakeshisphoneandpressforafew

minutes

Him‘’R50Kdepositedintoyouraccount,gobuyyourselfclothes,

Iwillarrangeforthetripandletyou

knowwhenyouaregoingokay?’’

Me‘’okaythankyou’’hisphonerangandherollshiseyes

Him‘’yes’’hesaysannoyed,helistensandjumpsoutofbedina



hurry,hethrowsthephoneonthebed

andgetdressedsofast,hethentookouthiswalletandtook

outafewR200notes

Him‘’usethatfortaxi,youcanspendthenightagainifyou

want,Iwilltellthemtomakeyou

comfortable,IwillcallyoulaterbutfornowIhavetorushthere

isanemergency’’hesaysandwalks

out.Itakemyphonetocheckthenotificationandindeedthe

R50Kisinmyaccount.Igocrazylike

maniac.Thereisaknockonthedoor

Voice‘’roomservice’’Igotaketherobeandgoopen

Me‘’thankyou,youcanleaveitthere’’shesmiles

Her‘’MrDlomotoldustoavailanythingyouwantandletyou

stayforaslongasyouwant,ifyouneed

anythingweareacallaway’’Ismile

Me‘’ohdidhenow,ohwellthankyou’’Ismileatherandshe

exits.HaimanIcangetusedtothislife

man,gomonate,monnamothoomonateguys(another

woman’smanisnice).



Thandiwe

Myhusbandisauselesspieceofshit,hedidn’tcomebacklast

night,andwhenIcallhedoesn’tanswer,

Iamworriedsickabouthimandhehasnoregardforme,Ibet

youheiswithsomewhoreinsomehotel,

Ihaven’tbeenfeelingokaysincelastnight.iamtootiredand

numb,timeIwasaloneinthishouse,I

eventhinkIshoulddrivemyselftothehospitaljustincaseIam

abouttogivebirthcozreally,ifIwait

fornightandhedoesn’tcomebackagain,Iwillbeintrouble.I

standupfromthecouchandmakemy

waytothekitchentogetsomewater,assoonasIopenthe

fridgeIfeelasharppaininmyabdomen,

andfluidrundownmylegs,fuckmywaterjustbroke,OhGod,I

trymovetogetmycarkeysbuttheyget

serve,Ohno.Iscreaminpainholdingmywaist,Itrytowalkto

getmyphonebutitisjustsopainfulthis

time,Iscreamagainandthedooropens,Ihearfootsteps

approach,atleastthismanwhoreisback,just

intimeforhisdamnbaby



Me‘’Sizwe,Iaminhere’’asecondlaterthegardenmanwalksin

Him‘’madamiseverythingokay’’

Me‘’Ithoughtyouleft?’’

Him‘’Ihadtofinishbythepool’’Inodandthepaincameagain,

Icouldn’thelpbutscream

Him‘’Mrs.Dlomo?’’

Me‘’getmyphonefromthelounge’’hehurriesoutandcomes

backwithit,Idialmyhusbandandfinally

heanswers

Sizwe‘’yes’’heanswersannoyed

Me‘’fuckyouyezwa,getyourasstothehospitalthisminute’’I

hangup

Me‘’Doyouhaveadriverslicense?

Him‘’yesIdo’’

Me‘’okaypleasetakethecarkeysovertherebythemicrowave

anddrivemetothehospital’’henods

andhurries;hehelpsmetothecarandspeedsoffafterItell

himwhichhospitaltotakemeto.Weget

thereandherunsinside,hecomesbackwithtwonursesanda



wheelchair,theyquicklypushedme

inside

Nurse‘’pageDrMkhizenow,sheisburningup.Theytookmeto

theroomandconnectedmetothe

machines.AminutelateranelderlyDrwalkedin,Icheckedthe

monitor,thepainwasexcruciatingand

bynowIwasfeelingweek

Dr‘’thisisbad,takehertotheoperatingroom,weare

performinganEmergencycaesariansection,find

memythesurgicalnurseUrielandmystudentDr,Iwantherto

comeandobserve’’theypushedmeto

theORandminuteslaterlayingtherenotfeelinganything

Dr‘’okayMrs.Dlomo,wearenowgoingtosafelydeliverthe

babyokay’’

Me‘’okayDr’’Ismile.HisfacediaperedandIdidn’tfeelathing,

afewminuteslater,apiercingcryfilled

theroom.Theybroughtthebabytometoshowmw

Nurse‘’youhaveabeautifulbabygirl’’Ismileandletoutatear

Me‘’sheissoperfectGod’’shesmiles

Nurse‘’okayIamgoingtobathher,youwillseehersoonokay’’



Inod.ilaythereforafewmore

minutes,Iguesstheyareclosingmeup.OncetheyaredoneI

ammovedtomyprivateroom,witha

babycotnexttomybed.IfindSizwealreadyinthere.The

portersmakesureIamplacedcorrectlyand

thenursesdowhattheyneedtodothentheywalkout.

Me‘’wehaveagirl’’

Him‘’Iwashopingforone,whereisshe?’’

Me‘’theyarebathingheramongstotherthings’’hesmilesandI

keepastraightface

Him‘’IamsorryIshouldhavebeenthere,Ijusthadan

emergencytotakecareof,sorrymamakhe’’

Me‘’don’tlietomeSizwe,webothknowyouweresomewhere

havingfunwithoneofyourwhore’’

Him‘’IpromisedIwouldneverdothattoyouandImeantit’’he

soundedgenuinethough

Siza

Igotpulledintoanemergencycesareansection,Ihaven’tseen



onesinceIgothere,wehavejustbeen

deliveringthenaturalwayandwhymypagerwentoffIwasso

excitedtofindmyselfintheOperating

room,thisismydreamtobeaDrtobeaSurgeon,walkingin

theremadeitseemallsoreal.Igotso

excitedIsaymyfutureinthere,mesavinglivesandall,saving

liveswithascalpel.WhenIgotinthereDr

Mkhizehadalreadystarted,IscrubbedinafterIsanitized.I

didn’tevenseethepatientbutthehigh

bloodwascrazy.Ihopetheybothmakeit.Everythingwent

smoothly,weclosedherupandscrubbed

out,thenurseswillcleanherup.FunnythingIfeltsodrawnto

thatbabygirl,maybeit’sbecausesheis

socutebutitwasdeeperthanthat,Ievenfoundmyselfinthe

maternitywardlookingatherinthecot,DrMkhizeappeared

Him‘’ohhereyouare’’Ipanic

Me‘’ohsorrysirIjustuhmI’’hesmiles

Him‘’calmdown,Ialsotendtocomeseehowmyhandyworkis’’

Ireturnthesmile

Him‘’weneedtogocheckonthemothersscarandcleanitit



hasbeenafewhoursnow,Ilovedoing

thatmyselftoo,Idon’twanttobeknownforleavingmy

patientswithinfections’’

Me‘’ofcourseSir’’helaughs

Him‘’Ialsoheardthatit’stimeforthebabytobefed,how

aboutyoupickherupandwegotoher

mommy’’thankGodIwantedtoholdhersobad

Me‘’okayDr’’IpickupbabyDlomoandsheissuchacutie,we

walktothemothersprivateroom,my

seniorwalksinfirstandIfollowmyeyesnotmovingfromthis

littleone.

Voice‘’whatthehellareyoudoingwithmydaughterSizakele’’I

lookupandseemysisterandSizwe

Dr‘’calmdown,thisismycolleague,sheisunderme,sheisour

studentdoctorfortheholidays’’her

eyeswiden;Iwalktoherbedandhandherhechildwithout

sayinganything.

Me‘’aStudentDoctor’’shesay’sreadingmynametag

Dr‘’yesma’am.SheisstillstudyingwithWitsmedschool,sowe

aregivingherpracticalexposuretothe

field,don’tworrysheisagoodone’’Ikepthereyesonherthe



wholetime

Her‘’Isee’’shesay’slookingatmewithsomuch

embarrassment

Dr‘’DrDlamini,Iamgoingtogetthethingswearegoingto

needokay,Iwillbeaminute’’

Me‘’IcangogetthemSir’’

Dr‘’IknowyoucanSiza,butitisalotyouwillstruggle

memorizingthem,Iwillbequickstayhere’’he

wentoutandtherewasawkwardsilence,butshedecidedto

breakitfirst

Her‘’soyouarestudyingmedicine’’

Me‘’thatiscorrect’’

Her‘’soyourreachboyfriendfakedmatricresultsforyoutoget

accessIsee,youhaveneverbeensmart

littlesisterwebothknowthat’’

Me‘’IamprettysuretheGautengdepartmentofeducationand

Witswillarguewithyouonthat’’her

eyesfell

Me‘’youwillbehereforafewdayThandiweIsuggestyoukeep

yourthoughtstoyourself,youarethe



patientIamthereDr,herewearenotsiblings,definitelynotthe

girlyouusedtobully,understood’’

Her‘’studentdoctoryoumean’’Ilaugh

Me‘’DrnonethelessMRSDLOMO’’Imadesuretosaythat

loudenough,shemustjustunderstandthe

differenceinourtitles.

Sizwe‘’uhmSiza,congratulations’’

Me‘’thankyouSizwe,andIwantmymoneyfromthelastjob

beforeIwasviolated’’helaughs

Sizwe‘’totallyforgotaboutthat,Iwilldepositsoon’’

Me‘’youbetter’’Isaylaughing,iflemonwasapersonitwould

beThandiwe,sheissourman

Dr‘’Iamback,DrDlaminiyouwillbeleadingthisone’’she

frownsandIsmile.

PLEASELEAVEACOMMENT,REACTANDSHARE

Siza’stribulations

Chapter53(notedited)

Siza



IlovemyjobbutitispatientslikeThandiwewhomakeusdread

goingtowork,Imeanshewantsto

makeeverythingsopersonal,sheevencomplainedtoDrMkhize

thatIamnotgentlewithherwhenI

cleanthewound,canyoubelieveher,tomydefenseDrMkhize

toldherthatIamdoingitthewayIam

supposeto,sheisjustuncomfortablecozthewoundisstill

fresh.Ijustcan’twaitforhertobe

dischargedshame,wearekeepinghercozofherhighblood

pressure,andatleasttodaymyshiftisfrom

2pm.Somydarlingboyfrienddecidedtotakemeoutforlunch

andIwilldrivetoworkfromhere,weare

justinMelrosearch,Ihavebeensilentthiswholedrive,weare

usingmycarandheistheonedriving.

Wegetthereandheparksanddoesn’topenthedoor,heis

lookingatmeandIsigh

Me‘’Iamsorrybaby’’hesighs

Him‘’whatiseatingyouupbabetalktome’’Itakeadeep

breath



Me‘’mysisterlove’’

Him‘’didshegiveyoutroubleagain’’

Me‘’yeahsheis,sheisapatientatthehospital,sheisdoing

everythinginherpowertomakemelook

badtomysenior,ifthatmandidn’tseehowgoodmyworkis,I

amsurehewouldhavebelievedher’’

Him‘’whydidn’tyoutellmesoon,Iwouldhavecalledthechief

topullyououtofTheOB/GYN’’Ismile

Me‘’nolove,Ican’talwaysruntoyouforsuch,Idon’twantthe

otherDr’stothinkIcan’tstandmy

ground,Iwilltakeallthehellthrownatme,IamgoodatwhatI

do,Iwon’tletmysistertakethataway

frommejustbecausesheexpectedmetobeafailureallmylife’’

hesmilesatme

Him‘’Iamsoproudofyoumylove’’hekissesmyhand

Me‘’thankyoubaby’’

Him‘okaywearegoingtogetoutofthecarandgoeat,don’t

thinkaboutworkokayjustus’’

Me‘’okayMrMotaung’’

Him‘’Iloveyouokay’’hesmiles



Me‘’IknowandIloveyoutoobabe’’weshareabriefkissand

thegetsoutofthecarandcomesaround

toopenmydoor.Wewalkhandinhandtotherestaurant,

peoplearelookingatus

Me‘’Ihateitwhenpeoplestare,itissorudeGosh’’

Him‘’howcantheynot,noonecanpretendtonotseethe

perfectionthatisyou’’Iblush

Me‘’ohyeahright’’

Him‘’Iwishyoucouldseeyourselfthroughmyeyesandmost

people’seyesthenmaybejustmaybeyou

willunderstand’’Iblushsomemore,thankyouGodformydark

complexion.Wegettotheplaceweare

eatingat;itisAfricancuisinetypeofvibe.Iamcravingsomany

things,sothebestwayistoorderwhatI

wantandmakeMoordersomethingthatIwanttoo,simple.I

ordersteamedbreadandtripe.For

starterIorderchickenfeet.IconvinceMotoorderchicken

gizzardsandheartsforstarterthen,mainI

order(heordered)sampwithstewandspinach.Thewaitress

leavesafterbeingentertainedbyourback

andforth.



Him‘’sonowyouaregoingtoeateverythingyouwanted’’I

laugh

Me‘’babywearegoingtosharehau.Whatisyoursismine’’he

chuckles

Him‘’whataboutwhatisyoursisalsomine’’Ilaughandshake

myhead

Me‘’wewillseeaboutthat’’hesmilesamused

Him‘’youareanabusivebeautifulcreaturethatIlovesomuch’’

Iblush

Me‘’youdon’thaveachoicebaby,youcan’tleavewithoutme’’

heblushesandthosedimplescomeout

Him‘’thetruthinthatstatement’’Ismile

Me‘’butfeelingisverymuchmutual,Idon’twanttolivewithout

youeither’’weholdhandsandsmile

Thato

Icheckedoutandwentstraighttothemall,thereisnowayIam

goingtospendallthismoneyon

designerclothes,it’snotlikeheisgoingtosendmetothe

Maldiveswithoutanymoney,Istillhavenice



clothes,Iwilljustbuyswimwear,andmaybetwopairsofpush

ins,channelandGuccijusttomakemy

instamoreexpensive.IbuyacoupleofsummerdressesatSmall

StreetandImakemywaytoDragon

citytogobuynewinches.OnceIamdoneIdecidetobuythat

friendofminesomedrinks,Ibuy24

savannaagain,ItakeanUberbacktoourplaceandorderpizza

online.IgethomeandsheisnotthereI

placemythingsonthecouchandput6packinthefridge,the

other18wouldn’tfitinthere,Ihavebeen

buyinggrocerieslikecrazy,Icanaffordsowhynot.thesecurity

atthegatecomestoletmeknowthat

thescooterisatthegate,Igowithhimandpaythengobackto

ourflat,Idecidetostartdrinking,she

willjoinwhenshegetshere.Aboutanhourlatershearrives

lookingtiredashell.

Me‘’youmydarlinglooklikeyouhavebeenthroughwar’’she

laughs

Her‘’yohIamfuckentired,you’dswearitwasanightshift,it

wassopacked,IhateDecember’’



Me‘’aahaskiesmychommie,letmegetyouasavanna’’

Her‘’ohplease,Ialsocamewithabottleofvodka,thoughtyou

werenotcomingbackagain’’Ismileand

walktothekitchentakeouttwodumpiesandacranberryjuice

andglassesandgobacktothelounge

Me‘’guesswhat?’’Isayexcitedly

Her‘’hegaveyouR1million’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iwish,butheissponsoringmytriptoMaldives,gaveme

moneytobuyclothesforthetrip,Iam

justwaitingtobetoldwhenIamleaving’’hereyeswidened

Her‘’noway,thisguyisnotplayingmos,babeaishame

whateveryouhavebeendoingtothisman,just

continuedoingitbutbonaexcelmore’’Ilaughandwecliqueour

bottles

Me‘’Iplantobabe,Iwanttocollectenoughthatwhenhe

decidestodumpmeIhavesavedasmuchas

possible’’

Her‘’thatisgoodidea,don’tlosefocuslikeme,lookSizweleft

mewithouttakingmetosimpleDurban,I

didn’tevensaveanythingfromtheR15K’sheusedtogiveme’’I

justkeepastraightface



Me‘’thatoneisnjeislikeRazor,richbutstingy’’shelaughs

Her‘’tellmeaboutithlelove’’

Me‘’wanttoseewhatIbought’’shenodsvigorously;Igetthe

thingsandgivetoher.

Her‘’yesesthesearesonice,yourinstaisgoingtobefireIkid

younot,thatinchThatoyohhle’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwantedthathairforthelongesttimeandwhenhe

depositedR50kIjusthadtoshame’’

Her‘’hewhat?R50kdamnThato’’

Me‘’Iwasasshocked,IalmostfaintedwhenhetoldmeI

deserveaholiday’’

Her‘’youdidn’taskfortheholiday,hejustoffered’’Inod

Me‘’IthinkitisfuckingtimeIforgetaboutSizwe,ifthereare

menouttherelikeyourblesser,whythe

hellIamtryingtogetbackinthebedofastingyman’’

Me‘’yeswenababe,youdeservesomuchbetterthanthatnxa’’

Her‘’imaginehle,notevenDurbanbutheusedtofuckmeinall

directions,whatthehell’’Ilaugh

Me‘’forgethim,lethimfocusonhisfamily’’shetakesasipof

hersavanna



Her‘’Thatomixthevodkatuu,thisthingismakingmeangry,

notthatIamnothappyforyou,itjust

mademerealizethatIhavebeenwastingmytime’’Imixforthe

bothofusandhandittoher

Me‘’Iwillaskmybaeifhedoesn’thaveafriendlookingfor

someonetopleasehimne?’’

Her‘’Iwouldreallyappreciatethatfriend,Ialsowannatravel

theworld’’Ilaugh

Me‘’skawarawenaIwillaskhim’’

Thandiwe

MydaughterissoperfectGod,IjustfellinlovetheminuteI

sawher,SizwenamedherKayise,Ibetyou

sheisgoingtobeadaddy’sprincess,hernamesay’sitallreally.

Sizwehasbeenhereeversince,you

shouldseehimwhenheisholdinghisdaughterloveradiates

fromhiseyes,theyalreadyhavethisbond,

Iguesstheloveofamanandhisdaughteriseverything.Ijust

prayKayiseisthesolutiontomymarital

problemsIhopeshemakesSizwerealizethathehastobea



goodmanforallofus.Heneedstostart

actingright.Iamwonderingwhereheis,hehasn’tcalledtoday,

heonlycomesduringvisitinghours

whichisanyminutefromnow.Mymindshiftstothefactthat

Sizakeleisnowamedicalstudent,Ican’t

believethis,andthefactthatsheisoneofmyDr’smakemy

bloodboil,shewasmeanttobeanothing

fortherestofherlife,shedisgracedbabaandforthatshehas

tosuffer,whyistheuniversegivinghera

break,Iamtheonewhoissupposetobenefitfromallgoodthe

worldhastooffer,Ididallbabaever

wanted.ThedooropensandSizwewalksinwithmyparents,oh

myword,Ismileandletatearout.

Me‘’ohnkosiyam,whatareyouguysdoinghere’’

Baba‘’haiboThandikababa,isthathowyougreetinthecity’’

Me‘’Iamsorrybaba,justthatIwasn’texpectingtoseeyou

guyshere’’

Ma‘’yourhusbandcalledtoinformusthatyouhavegivenbirth

andwhenhementionedyoubeing

operatedon,youfatherjustwantedtocomeseeyou’’Ismileat



myfather

Me‘’itisanicesurprise,Ihavemissedyouthanksforcoming’’

Baba‘’Iwouldn’tstaybackknowingmyonlychildisinthe

hospital,howareyoufeeling’’

Me‘’Iamgettingthere’’

Ma‘’Iwillstaybehindabittotakecareofyouyezwa’’

Me‘’Iwillreallyappreciatethatma,thankyou’’

Sizwe‘’whereisKayise’’

Me‘’shewenttotakeherbath’’hesmiles

Baba‘’haitheymustbringherbackwewanttoseeour

granddaughter,IlovethenameDlomo’’

Sizwe‘’ngiyabongababa’’thedooropensandDrMkhizeand

Sizawalkin,sheisholdingmybabyand

smilingather,Ihatethat.Theycometotheotherside;Siza

hasn’tseenourparentsandtheyalso

haven’trecognizedher.Shehandsmemychildmyparentslook

atKayisewithoutpayingattentionto

her.

Ma‘’ohsheissocutebakithi,lookssomuchlikeherbigbrother

Dr‘’sorrytodisturbthisfamilymomentbutwecametogivemy



patientpainmedsandcheckonher

incisionscar’’

Baba‘’itisnobothermunzane(sir)youcancontinuewithyour

job’’hiseyeslandedonSizaandhisjaw

immediatelyclenched,Ismile

Baba‘’ufunaniwenala,Thandiwedidn’tItellyouthatyouwill

notbeassociatedwiththisgirl’’my

motherfinallysawSiza

Ma‘’ohsthandwasami,ohmybaby,wenzanilana’’shegoesto

hugher,mymomhasalwayspreferred

heroverme,ImeantheattentionhastobeonKayisebut

Sizakelejusthadtostealmybaby’sshine

Her‘’hellomama,whendidyougethere’’

Me‘’wejustarrivedbaby’’shekissesherlips

Baba‘’Sizakelegetoutofhere,youarenotapartofthisfamily’’

shelooksatbabawithastraightface

Her‘’IknowthatverywellMrDlamini,Ihaveknownthatforthe

past8yearssotrustmeIknow’’

Baba‘’thenwhyareyoustillinhere’’

Ma‘’babaplease,ifThandiwewantsherhereweshouldrespect



that’’

Me‘’ohnomama,Idon’twantherheretrust’’

Baba‘’thenwhatthehellisthisgirldoinginhere’’

Dr‘’Iamsorrytodisturb,butIdon’tquietfollowwhatis

happeninghere.ThisismystudentDr,sheis

herewithme,sheisanemployeeofthishospitalforthe

holidays,sheisamedicalstudentwiththe

prestigeWitsmedschool,andshewastopofherclassthepast

year.Imightknowwhatexactlyisgoing

onherebutwearenotgoingtobringpersonalmatters,sheis

goodatwhatshedoesandifyoudon’t

trustheratleasttrustme,Iamheretosuperviseherand

ensuresheispracticingsafemedicine

procedures,andsofarshehasbeingexcellent.Soareyougoing

toletusbothdoourjob’’Ilookatmy

fatherwhowasasshockedasmetofindoutsheisamedicine

student.Heswallowedhard

Baba‘’apologiesDr,youcancontinuewithyourduties’’he

lookedsoembarrassedandthatangeredme,

Iwantedhimtobreathefire.Ilookatmymotherandsheis

lookingatSizawithtearsinhereyes,you



couldseehowproudsheisofher,theyemotionswereinher

eyes,shehasneverlookedatmelike.

Baba‘’pleaseexcuseme,Iamfeelingdizzy,Iwillgooutforfresh

air’’

Dr‘’nopleasesit,letmelookatyou’’theDrwenttohimand

examinedhim

Dr‘’yourheartisbeatingveryfast’’waithereIwillgoget

somethingtonormalizeit,inthemeantimeDr

Dlaminiyoucanstartwithcleaningthepatientswound’’she

nodsandputsonglovesandpullsupmy

pyjamatopandlowersmytrousersandstarts,Ihatethatsheis

touchingme.

Ma‘’ohbaby,lookatyou,ohthankyouGod.Youlooknicein

thosescrubs,remindmetotakepictures

ofyou,IneedtogoshowMaNtuliandtheothernursesat

work’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iwillmama’’

Ma‘’whenyousaidyougotachancetoshadowDr’sforthe

holiday’sIdidn’tthinkyouwillbeworking

atsuchabigprivatehospital’’

Her‘’Godhasbeenfaithful,whenitistimetoshowoffwithyou



it’smindblowingIwasleftshocked

myself’’mamacries

Ma‘’thatissotrueSiza’’shefinishesandtheDralsofinish

helpingmyfatherandhecomestocheckon

me

Her‘’itishealingprettywell,itisnolongerswollen,andrigid’’

Dr‘’Icansee,youdidwellhere,ifyouwereuptome,they

shouldalreadygiveyouyourqualification’’

theyalllaughexceptmyfatherandI

Ma‘’hauDrisshethatgood?’’

Dr‘’forsomeonewhoonlyhas1styearofuniversitysheisa

sharpone,sheisgoingplacesnolie’’

Ma‘’Iamhappytohearthat,IamhermotherandIamanurse

backinourvillage’’shesay’swiththe

widestsmile

Dr‘’ohisit,itisnicetomeetyouMrs.Dlamini,maybeyou

shouldcomeworkheresidebysidewith

yourdaughter’’

Ma‘’Iwillthinkaboutit’’theylaughagain’’

Dr‘’okaywearedonehere,youcangobacktoadmiringthe



beautifulbaby’’Iamsopissedatthis

moment,thiswassupposedtobeaboutmeandmydaughter

butsheonceagainstolethelimelight,

stolemymoments,IjustloathSizakele.

Ma‘’babyhowwillwemeet,Iwanttosleepwithyoutonight’’I

rollmyeyes

Me‘’Iamgettingofworkat9pm,Iwillpickyouup,wereyou

willaroundthattime’’

Ma‘’younowdriveSiza’’

Me‘’Iwillexplainlaterokay,Ineedtogobacktowork’’mama

nodsandshewalksout

Ma‘’whereisthatbeautifulprincess’’

Me‘’ohnowyouaredonewithyourpreciousDrDaughteryou

suddenlyrememberthatmychildexists’’

Sizwe‘’Iwillnothaveyoutalktoyourmotherinthatmanner’’

Ma‘’Ihaven’tseenyoursisterIawhileThandiwe,whatwasI

supposetodoignorethatsheishere’’

Me‘’youcametothiscitynother’’mymothersighs,Ilookat

myfatherwhoisstillsittingonthesame

spotstaringattheblankwall.Whatthehelliswrongwithbaba

today



Ma‘’yaziIdon’tknowwhyyouaresobitterwhenitcomesto

yoursister’’Irollmyeyes.

Razor

Ihaven’theardfromMercyandhonestlyIwon’tevenworry

myselfabouther,Iwon’tevenfeelguilty

aboutit,Igaveheroptionandifshedoesn’tchoosethanIam

donewithher.sheneedtogrowupandif

shedoesn’trealizethatherselfIwillmakesureshedoes,itis

already,IamwaitingforSizatogethome

sheisknockingoffat9pm.Workhasbeenkeepingusapart,I

misshersomuch,atleastshedoesn’t

workweekends,sotomorrowIamplanningonspoilingher

rottenandmakinglovetoherlikeitisour

lasttime,Iamjustgladthatshehasbeensleepinghereever

sinceshestartedatthehospital.Myphone

vibratesandit’sher,Iblush

Me‘’soft’’

Her‘’mylove,howareyou’’

Me‘’Iamfinebaby,howaboutyou’’



Her‘’Iamokay,justtired,uhmbaby’’

Me‘’what’swrongsoft’’Istandfrommyseat

Her‘’nothinglove,justthatmymomishereinthecity,Imet

withheratthehospitalwithmyfather,

theycametoseemysister,sheaskedtospendthenightwith

me,soIwon’tbeabletocomebacktothe

house,Iwillpickherupandgototheapartment’’Iwon’tlieI

feltsad,Imissher

Me‘’ohokaymyloveIunderstand‘’

Her‘’Iamsorrybaby’’shesayssincerely

Me‘’don’tbeSoft;youhaven’tseenherinawhile.Gogether

andspoilher,bondwithher,Iwillbe

herewaitingforyou’’

Her‘’okaythankyou.Iloveyouokay’’

Me‘’IknowSoftandIloveyoumore’’

Her‘’latersbaby’’Iblush

Me‘’callmewhenyougettoBraam’’

Her‘’willdo’’shehangsupandIseattherenotknowingwhatto

dowithmyself.Idecidetolookat

Olivia’slistagain.OkayIcandonumber1,willgettheestate



agentonitASAP,number2,5countries,

nopeIamcuttingitto3,sheneedstocomebacktoregisteron

time.Ilookatnumber3andlaugh,her

humorisnotlostatall.Sheisnotgettinganyprivatefromme.I

laughagainandshakemyhead,Olivia.I

lookatnumber4andsmile,mybabyissoselflessJesus,this

wassupposedtobeabouther,butshe

managedtomakeitouttobeaboutothers,Iraisedanamazing

younglady.Iamsoproudofher;Ithink

Iwillincreasethenumberfrom2to5.Iwillgoseeher

tomorrowsoshecanstartlookforthose5

recipients.Iwillhavetogotalktomylawyersandbanktomake

thefundsavailableontime.Ithinkwe

canactuallyturnthisintoabursaryfoundation,sponsor5kids

everyyear.Ishouldtalktomylegal

associatesaboutthis,andtalktoGtoaskhimtoconvincehis

underworldassociatestocontributetoo,

letthempositivelycontributetosocietytoo.Isighandgopour

adrink;IthinkIwillresearchaboutthistillIgotobed.

Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandsharewithothers.Havea



greatweekendseeyouguysMonday.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter54(notedited)

Siza

Sincemyfatherbroughtbackpainfulmemories,thingsIdidn’t

wanttoremember,thingsIwishIcould

forgetabout,Iamjustgratefulthathemetanewandimproved

visionofmyself,Ihaveamountedto

morethanheeverexpected,hellIevenexceeded,healways

thoughtIwouldbeanobody,thatIwill

sufferfortherestofmylifebecauseIhadachild,justone

mistakemyfatherhatedmewitheveryfiber

ofhisbeing,Ihaveacceptedthathewillneverlovemaagain,if

heevendid.IamhappynowIam

makingsomethingofmylifeandIamproud,gonearethose

dayswhereIwishedhewouldcomeand

tellthathelovesmeandthatheforgivesme,totellitisokayI

cancomehome.Iammyownperson;I



willlovethosewholovemethat’sit.AftermyshiftIdidn’teven

gochange,Iamjustsotired.Iwalkto

mycarandtakeoutmyphone,Sizwehasalreadysentmehis

location,Idrivethereanditisabeautiful

house,theguardopensformeandidrivein,Iparkandnotice

myfatherandSizwesittingoutsideinthe

garden,theyarebothlookingatmycar,Isighandwalkoutto

them.

Me‘’heySizwe’’hesmiles

Him‘’Siza,Ihopeyoudidn’tencounteraproblemgettinghere’’I

laugh

Me‘’notatallhey,youknowwithtechnology’’Isayflashingmy

phone

Him‘’ohyes,nicebeastbytheway’’hesay’sreferringtomy

Bentley

Me‘’ohthankyou,sheisextraordinary’’Ismileandhenods,my

fatherissittingthereeatingnails,this

oneandhisdaughteraresour.Ihearmymotherapproachingus

singing

Her‘’ohfinallyyouareheremybaby’’shehugsme



Me‘’heymama,areyoureadytoleave’’

Her‘’yesbabymybagisbythedoor,let’sgo’’

Me‘’okaythen,byeSizwe’’

Him‘’byeSoft’’Ifrown

Me‘’onlyonepersonisallowedtocallmethat’’hechucklesand

raisehishands

Her‘’Dlamini,SizaandIareleaving,goodnight’’

Baba‘’youbetterbeontimesowecangoseeourdaughterat

thehospital’’

Her‘’Sizakelewilldropmeofftheretomorrowatvisitinghours’’

hedidn’tsayanything,mymothertook

myhandandweleft.Ourdrivewasshort,wegettothe

apartmentandLivisintheloungewatchingTV,

shestandsupassheseesus

Me‘’honeyIamhome,andIbringwithmeaguest’’

Liv‘’heybabe,dumelama’’

Her‘’yebosisihowareyou?’’

Liv‘’Iamverywellthanks,yourself’’

Her‘’Iamwelltoosisingiyabonga’’



Me‘’somama,thisisOlivia,Liv,thisismymother’’theygetso

excitedandstarthugging,theyhave

spokenafewtimesonthephone,theinstantlygetalong.

Me‘’Iamjustgoingtotakeashower,mamaletmeshowyou

mybedroom’’

Her‘’goandbath,youwillshowmewhenyoudone,Iamstill

talkingtouLiv’’

Me‘’ohokay,Livpleaseordersomefood,tootiredtocook’’

Liv‘’yesma’amIamonit’’IgoshowerandbythetimeIfinish

thefoodhasalreadyarrived,wesitand

it,whilemymotherkeepsonaskingaboutschoolandwork,she

touchedonthecarsubjectandLiv

chockedonherdrink,ItoldherIwilltellhereverything

tomorrow.Iamplanninganicemommyand

daughtersession,westayeduptill3am,talking,cryingand

laughing,IrealizehowIhavelongedtobewithmymotherlike

this.

Thenextdaywewokeupandtookourbathandwewereoutof

thedoor,IinvitedOliviabutshesaid

shewantstogivemamaandmeachancetobond,Itookherto



thehotelfirstandwegotourselvesamassage.

Her‘’Ihavealwayswantedtodothis,itisverynice,thesegirls

havemagicalhands,Ifeelbrandnew’’

Me‘’Iknowright,Icomehereatleastonceamonth’’

Her‘’haiboSiza,youcanaffordthisplaceeverymonth’’

Me‘’itisnotexpensivemama’’Ianswerasmydefense

Her‘’don’tlietomeSiza,youdrivethatbigcar,evenafoolcan

tellthatitissoexpensive,babylookat

yourself,youareclearlywearingexpensiveclothes,Sizakeleyou

evenhavethatcardonlyrichpeople

have,whoisthisman’’Ilookather,whatifshedoesn’tapprove

ofMolemo

Me‘’mama,Iuhmhe’’Isigh

Her‘’talktomesthandwasami’’

Me‘’okay,mamaIamwithsomeone,weareverymuchinlove

witheachother,helovesmehetreats

melikeaqueenandIalwaysfeellikeIamtheonlygirlinthe

world,hedoeseverythingforme,hepays

formystudies,heiseventheonewhogotmeentryatmedical



school,heboughtmethatcarasa

birthdaypresentandthecardalso’’

Her‘’soundslikeheisarichyoungman’’

Me‘’heisrichmama,butthatisnotwhyIamwithhim,Ilove

him,andmama’’

Her‘’yesmybaby’’

Me‘’pleasedon’tbedisappointedinme,Iamstillthesame

person,wejustfellinlove’’

Her‘’ohbabypleasedon’ttellmeheismarriednana’’

Me‘’ohnoheisn’tmama,itisnotthat’’

Her‘’SizakeletalktomeIamyourmother,Iwouldn’tjudgeyou’’

Isigh,Iamsoscaredoftellingher

Me‘’mamaMolemo,iswayolderthanme’’shelaughs

Her‘’thatiswhatyouareworriedaboutnana,Sizakeleweare

fromthevillage,wearemarriedtomen

olderthanus,lookatyourfatherandIforexample,hemarried

mewhenIwas18andhewas35atthat

time,17yearsolderthanme,sodon’tfeelbadbaby,justplease

tellmeheisnotanoldgreymanwitha

walkingstick’’Iburstoutlaughing



Me‘’ohmyGodmama,heisnot,heisstillfreshthatIcan

guaranteeyou’’

Her‘’okaysweetheart,sohowoldisthisMolemowakho?’’Isigh

Me‘’heis25yearsolderthanme’’shecountswithherfingers

Her‘’thatmakeshim48yearsofage,heisonly4yearsolder

thanme,Sizakeleyoutookmyboyfriend

phelalana’’Ilaughandbecomerelieved,Ithoughtshewas

goingtobesodisappointedinme

Me‘’notachance,thatoneismineandminealone.Ineedtotell

youonelastthing’’shenarrowedher

eyes

Her‘’don’ttellmeyourpregnantpleasebaby,youneedtofinish

schoolfirst’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamnotreadyforanotherchildmamarelaxaboutthat,

MolemoisOlivia’sfather,andOliviais

Mercy’ssister,MercyisVusi’swife’’shegulpeddownherglass

ofwine

Her‘’youdon’tsaySizakele,indabaengaka.Sodoesyourfriend

knowaboutyouandherfather’’

Me‘’shedoes,everyoneknows,shesupportsusfully,shedidn’t

understandatfirstbutshegaveusa



chance’’

Her‘’thatisbetter,Iwanttomeetthisman’’Ilookather

shocked

Me‘’whymama’’

Her‘’Sizakele,Iwanttomeetthatmanofyours,youaregoing

totakemetohimafterIgoseeyour

sister,anddon’twarnhim,Iwanttoseetherealhimnotthe

act’’sosoonkodwamama,ohChrist.We

havebrunchatthehoteltoothenItakehertoSandtoncityand

buyherafewdressesandshoes,I

boughtheraLuisVuittonbagandshewentcrazy,sheeven

changedbagsintheshop,shewantedtogobacktothevillage

immediatelytobragtohercolleagues,wehadicecreamandI

drovehetothe

hospital.Wewerealready15minuteslate.

Thandiwe

Accordingtomydad,mymothersleptatSizakele’splace.Sheis

evenlate,Ithoughtshecameforme

andKayise,butnowshehasturnedthistriptobeingabouther



preciousdaughter,myfatherissitting

besidemewithmydaughterinhisarms,shewassleepingso

peacefully.

Him‘’Thandikababa’’

Me‘’yeboDlamini’’

Him‘’tellme,wheredoesthatgirlgetthatcarfrom,according

toyourhusbanditcostsafortune’’

Me‘’sheisdatingthisoldrichman’’

Him‘’shehasnoshame,paradingherelikesheisaqueen,while

sleepingwithmentogetallthese

things,shedoesn’tlearn,thatmanwillgetherpregnantand

leavehertoo’’

Me‘’exactlybaba,andyouwon’tbelievethatthemenisVusi’s

fatherinlaw’’

Him‘’Vusi,thesameonewhofatheredherlatedaughter?’’

Me‘’theverysameonebabacabanga’’

Him‘’yohthatgirlisaharlot’’Ilaughandmymotherwalksin

withaLVbaginherhand,wheredidshe

getthatonefrom.



Her‘’forsomeoneyouhatesomuch,youareinterestedinher

life’’

Him‘’youarelateandyoucomehereandstarttalkingrubbish,

youshouldbeapologizing’’

Her‘’thetwoofyouaresoevilshame,thehateyouhaveformy

daughteristoomuch,sheissucceeding

inlifeandthathauntsyoubothbecauseyouthoughtyouwere

God,youwillneverdecideonhowher

lifewillbe,shehasbeenthroughhellandshemadeitout,you

asafathershouldbeproudtohavea

daughterlikeherbutyouaresittingonyourasswithyou

equallyevildaughterspeakingevilofSizakele,

sheisyourbloodDlamini.Whydoyoudespisehersomuchwhy,

shemadeonemistakeandthatwas

notenoughtomakeyouhateher,sotellmewhatisitthatyou

wantfromher,youwantherdeadis

thatwhenyouwillbehappy?’’babawasquietlookingdown

Me‘’youhavealwayslovedhermorethanme’’Ifeltahotslap

onmycheek

Her‘’saythatnonsenseonemoretime,youareevilThandiwe,

youshouldhavebeenyoursisters



keeper,shehasbeenthroughwhatcouldhavekilledyou.Iam

ashamedtocallyoumychild,Iwonder

whohadcursedmywombforyoutohavebeensobitterand

evil’’

Me‘’mamayouhitme’’

Her‘’youandyourfatherdeserveeachother’’withthatsaidshe

walksout

Me‘’baba’’heremainedsilent.

Razor

Ihaven’theardfromSoftthewholeday,Iamprettysuresheis

havingagoodtimebondingwithher

mother,IwanttocallhersobadbutIdon’twanttodisturb

theirmoment,Imissher,wenevergoforso

manyhourswithouttalking,thisistortureman.Itriedlooking

atsomecasefilestryingtogetsomework

donebutitwasn’tmuchofadistraction.Idecidedtohitmy

gymtoblowoffsomesteam,plusIwokeup

withastrongurgeofmakinglovetoher,sothegymwillhelp

mecalmdownabit.Ihopeshecansneak



outatnightjusttocomegivemearound,Ihearsomeone

shoutingIstopandlisten,it’shershoutingmy

name,Ismileinstantly,moodisnowona100.

Me‘’Iaminthegymbaby’’Ishoutbackandthefootsteps

approach,istopanddrinkwaterwhile

admiringherfaceonmychestfromthemirrorview.Thedoor

opensandoureyesmeet,Ijustblush,shewalksinandaolder

visionofherselfwalksinafterher,Iguessthatishermother,

whydidn’tshewarn

meIcouldn’thavebeendecent.ImeanIamjustinmyshortand

notopon.

Me‘’heySoft,whydidn’tyouwarnme’’shesmiles

Her‘’heybaby,Iwantedtosurpriseyou’’

Me‘’itisalovelysurpriseindeed’’hereyeslitupandIknowit’s

becausemydimplesarevisible,hermotherclearshethroat

Her‘’ohwherearemymanners,mamathisisMolemoMotaung,

Mothisismybeautifulmother’’theyshakehands

Him‘’itisreallynicefinallymeetyouMrs.Dlamini,myapologies

fornotpreparing,Iwouldhavebeen

decentifIknewyouwerecoming’’shesmiles



Mrs.D‘’itisnobotherreally,youareinthecomfortofyourown

home,whichisverybeautifulbytheway’’

Me‘’thankyousomuch,Softbabypleasegetyourmother

somethingtodrink’’

Mrs.D‘’isthatSizakale’sfaceonyourchest?’’Iblush

Me‘’yesitisher’’shelooksatherdaughter

Mrs.D‘’weeeSizakelewhatdidyougivetothismanthathe

drawsyouonhisbody’’SoftgigglesandI

smileandturntotakeatowel.

Mrs.D‘’nkosiyamevenhername,haiIgiveup,thisloveis

drivingthebothofyoucrazy’’welaugh

Me‘’mayIpleasebeexcusedIwanttogoshowerquickly’’

Mrs.D‘’notaproblem,IwillaskSizatogivemeatourofthis

beautifulplace’’

Me‘’okay,pleasefeelathome.Softmakeyourmother

comfortable’’

Mrs.D‘’whatbroughtonthenicknameSoft’’Ismile,Ican’t

explainthatcozitstartedasasexualthing

Her‘’Iwillexplainittoyoumama,letMogoandshower’’Iwink

ather

Mrs.D‘’okaythen’’



Me‘’canItakeyoutwooutfordinner’’

Her‘’Iwouldloveto,mamawillyoubeableto?’’

Mrs.D‘’ofcourse,Iwanttoseeasmuchofthiscityaspossible’’

Me‘’greatthen’’iblowsoftakissandwalkout.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.Thankyou

somuchforyoursupport.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter55(Notedited)

Siza

Let’sjustsaythatmymombeinghereisthemostamazing

thingeverandsheapprovesofmy

relationshipwithMolemo,shesaysshehasneverseenmethis

happybefore,andhonestlyIdon’t

remembereverbeingthishappyandcontent,lifehastrulybeen

arollercoasterIhaveseenitall,butI

amstillstandingandfightingtomakeitinlife,theblessingsin

mylifearejustflowing,Ikidyounot,



whenmercyfinallylocatesyouitbreaksallprotocolandhoneyI

amalivingtestimonytothat.Iwill

neverstopgivingalltheglorytoGod.Sotodayitisworkas

usual,mymomwentbacktoThandiwe’s

housecozshewasdischarged,soshewillhelpingherforawhile

beforeshegoesbacktothevillage.I

amdoneshadowingDrMkhizeandtodayIwastoldtolearn

howtodosomecharting,luckilythey

assignedUrieltohelpmewiththat,sheissuchabeautifulsoul,

sheismakingitlookveryeasy.

Me‘’youaresogoodatthisGod’’

Her‘’Ihavedoneitforalongtimebabe’’

Me‘’Icantell,butthankyouInowunderstanditbetter’’

Her‘’thatiscool,weshouldgohaveourlunchnow’’

Me‘’pleaseIamfamished’’

Her‘’okayletusgotothecafeteria,ijusthopetheyhave

somethingedible’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ipraytheydo,IwishIwasstillatmyboyfriendsplace,he

usedtopackgreatlunchforme’’



Her‘’youareluckyhey,mymancan’tevenbutterbread’’we

burstoutlaughing

Me‘’letmeguessheisZuluright’’

Her‘’girlhowdoyouknow’’sheaskslaughing

Me‘’Iknowmyzulubrothers,theythinkthewomanaretheonly

oneswhomustbeinthekitchen’’

Her‘’butIhonestlydon’tmindheybabe,Ilovespoilinglike

that’’

Me‘’heshouldjustmarryyoualready’’herfacefalls,likewhatI

justsaidmadehersad.

Me‘’IamsorrydidIsaysomething?’’

Her‘’notatallitisjustcomplicated,Ilovehimhelovesmebut

itiswaytoocomplicated’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsorryhun,everythingwillworkoutforthebest’’she

smiles

Her‘’Iprayitdoeshey’’

Me‘’havefaithbabe,loveconquerseverythingtrustme’’

Her‘’Ipraythatit’strue’’

Me‘’onthelighternote,haveanyideawhoIamshadowing

fromtomorrow’’



Her‘’ohyesIheardyouwillbegoingtothegeneralsurgeon’’

Me‘’whoistheDr’’

Her‘’aDrNtuli’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’likeDrMandlaNtuli?’’

Her‘’yesthatone’’

Me‘’Ididn’tknowheworkedhere’’

Her‘’thishospitalistoobig,plusheisworkingattheeastwing

ofthishospital’’Inod

Me‘’ohitmakessense’’

Her‘’yeah,youknowhim?’’

Me‘’yeswearefromthesamevillage,Iusedtostaywithhis

mother’’shenods

Her‘’heisafinesightthatman.Heisgoodforonetowashher

eyes’’Ilaugh

Me‘’UrielIdidn’tthinkyouhaditinyou’’shesmiles

Her‘’ohtrustmeIdo,myalteregoiswilderthanme’’Ilaugh

again

Me‘’weshouldhangsometimesandhavedrinksorlunch’’she

smilessweetlyatme

Her‘’IwoulddefinitelylikethatSiza,thankyou’’



Thandiwe

IgotdischargedandIamhealingverywellathome,very

gratefultomymothershehasbeenagreat

helparoundthehouse,shehelpswiththecookingandcleaning,

andsheissogoodwithKayise,thatone

cancryfordaysbutmymomislikethebabywhisperer,soonas

shepicksherupshestopsimmediately,

Ijusthopebythetimemamagoesbacktothevillageshewon’t

becryinglikethis.ontheotherhandmy

motherisnotspeakingtomeandmyfatheranditmaking

thingstobeawkward,Ijustwanttookay,I

needhertobelikehowsheiswithSizakele.Ineedtoreachout

toher,Imakemywaydownstairsand

sheisinthekitchen,lookslikeshejustfinishedwithmaking

Lunch.Shedoesn’tevenlookatmeandI

amsurethatsheisawareofmypresence.Isighanddecideto

betheonetobreaktheice.

Me‘’mamawami’’Isayashumblyaspossible



Her‘’Thandiwe’’Isigh

Me‘’canwetalk’’

Her‘’talkIamlistening’’shesayscoolly

Me‘’mamaplease,Idon’tlikethetensioninthehouse’’

Her‘’ohreally,thatisfunnycozyouandyourfathercreateall

thisdrama’’

Me‘’kodwamama’’shedidn’tallowmefinishmysentence

Her‘’TellmeThandiwe,whydoyouhateyoursisterthismuch,

whatdidshedotoyouthatyoufeel

pleasurewhensheissuffering,Idon’tunderstandthisatall,

makemeunderstand’’tearsformedinmyeyes

Me‘’Idon’thatehermama’’

Her‘’don’tlie,youknowverywellthatyouhatehersomuch,

youloatheyoursister,Idon’tunderstand

whythough,Iseethewayyoulookather,ifgiventhechanceto

killher,youwon’teventhinktwice’’

Me‘’thatisnottrue’’

Her‘’ofcourseitis,Thandiweyouhavechildren,howwouldyou

feelifonehatedtheotheroneandyou

don’tevenknowwhatcausedit?Asamotheritcutsdeep,allI



everwantedwasforyoutobeyour

sister’skeeper;Ineededyoutobeherfriendwhenshewent

throughallthatpain,ithurtThandiwe,do

youunderstandthatIfailedher,shemadeonemistake,notbig

enoughtodisownher,Iwassupposed

tobethereforher,tofightforher,insteadIletyourfather

bullymeintonotbeingamothertoyour

sisterwhensheneededmethemost.Youandyourfatherkept

onpushingandpushingitisjusttoo

much’’shewasnowcryingIcouldhearthehurtinhervoice

Me‘’Iamsorrymama’’shewipedhertears

Her‘’kodwaThandiwewhy,whatdidyoursisterdotoyouto

deserveallthishateandilltreatment?’’I

thoughtaboutitforawhile,andhonestlyshehasneverdone

anythingtome,itisjustmeandmy

insecurities,Ihavealwaysseenherasthemostperfectandshe

waseverythingthatIwasnotand

wantedsobadtobe,shehadthemanIwantedwithallmy

heart,Vusisawmefirstandwantedme,but

soonashesethiseyesonmysisterheforgotaboutme,likeI

neverevenexisted,thatbrokemyheart



Me‘’Idon’thatehermama,Iwasjustfollowingbaba’sorders’’

Her‘’onlyyouandyourGodknowthetruth’’Isigh

Me‘’whatwassupposedtodo,hetoldustoneverevermake

contactwithher’’

Her‘’Idon’thavetimeforyourlies,dishupforyourselfand

yourfather,IneedtogocheckonKayise’’

Me‘’butwearestilltalking’’

Her‘’theconversationispointlesscozyoudon’twanttotellthe

truth’’

Me‘’butmama’’sheraisedherhandtostopmefromtalkingany

further

Her‘’StopitThandiwe,thedayyouwanttobehonestwithme,

thenwewilltalk’’sheremovedthe

apronandwalkedawayleavingmewithsomuchtothinkabout

Mr.Dlamini

ItallstartedwhenIsuddenlystartedseeingmyowndaughter

asawoman,Istartedbeingcontrolling,I

didn’twanttoseeheraroundboys,Ididn’tevenwantherto



wearshortrevealingthings.Sizakelehada

maturedbodyfromayoungage,whenshestartedseeingthat

KhumaloboyIbecamesoangry,Ididn’t

approveIwantedtohideherfromtheworld,shehadtoremain

aspureformeonly,beingaroundthat

boymeantthathemightdeflowerher,andknowingthatshe

wouldn’tbepuremademesofurious,I

triedallIcouldtokeepherfromthatboy,buttheyalways

foundawaytomeetwithoutmyknowledge.

Idon’tknowwhyIhadtodesiremyownfleshandblood,Ihated

myselfforthat,Iwouldattimesgo

awayfrommyhousesoIdon’tseeherandhavethosesexual

thoughtsabouther,Icouldn’tkeepher

outofmymind,itwasdifficultindeed,shewasallIwantedto

see,theharderItriedthemoredesireI

hadforher,mywifewouldgotoworknightshiftsatthe

hospitalandIwouldmakenightstudiesforthe

grade12’ssothatThandiwecouldgoandIwouldbeleftalone

withher,thatnightIwenttotheir

bedroomandshewassleepingnakedwithonlyherunderwear,I

gotinandsawherbody,beautifuland



mythoughtsescalated,Iwantedtohaveherthere,Iwantedto

giveintomydesire,shewastemptation

layingonthatmattress.IrememberIwentdownknowingvery

wellthatsheisadeepsleeper,she

sleepssodeepthatyouhavetoliterallyshakehersoshecan

wakeup,IknewIwassafe,Istarted

rubbinghersoftsmooththighs.Irubbedhergentlyanditfelt

reallygood,theminutesheturned

changingsides,fearcrepedinandIstoppedandwalkedout,but

Iwasalreadyintoodeep,thefeelof

herskindrovemetowantinghermore,Ibecamemore

obsessedwithkeepingherawayfromthose

boysinthevillage.Thedayshetoldmeshewaspregnant,Iwas

furious,Iwassomad;Iwantedtokill

thatboyfortouchingherandtakingawayherpuritywhichwas

meantforme.Sizakelehadbetrayedme

somuchbygivingherselftothatboy;Ihatedherfordoingthat

tome.Ihatedthatchildshewas

carrying.IdisownedherbecauseIdidn’twanttoseetheresults

ofherbetrayal,instructedmyfamily

thatnooneistotalktoherbecauseIneededtomakeher



suffer,forgivingawaythepurityIwantedand

desiredwithallmyheart.seeingheratthathospitalmademe

feelfire,sheisgrownnowandsheis

moreofawoman,Ilookedathershockedtoseewhatshehas

madeofherlife,thatalonewasenough

tobringthatcravingthatdesire,Isuddenlydidn’thateher,I

lookedatherandIwantedtohaveher

again,thosethoughtsfromthepastcamebackrushing,the

intoxicatingfeelingoftouchinghersoftskin

returned,Iwasburning,Iwantedheragain,ifIcouldIwould

havepinnedhertothedoorrightthere.

Myheartwasbeatingsofast,mymanhoodlongingtofeelthe

deepestpartofherintimatearea.I

disownedhermeaningsheisnotmychildanymore,sheisjusta

woman,awomanIhavewantedfora

verylongtimeandthistimeIwillgetwhatIdesire.

Thato

Sizwecalledafterdisappearingforthatlong,Iwasmadathim,

hewasn’tcallingandhewasn’teven



answeringmycallsnowVickythinksIliedaboutthetripand

sheislaughingatme,tellingmethatmy

Mr.anonymousisarichwannabefraudster,heaskedmeto

meethimatourusualspot,immediately

whenIgotthere,herippedmyclothesapartandfuckedthe

livingshitoutofme.Nowherewearewith

himbreathingsoheavily.Iwasjustfrowningandhewaslooking

atmeintensely,hefinallybroketheice

whenhegothisbreathingundercontrol.

Him‘’IamsorryTee’’

Me‘’forwhat?’’Iaskwithabitofanattitude

Him‘’goingMIAonyoulikethat,justthatmywifegavebirth

thedayIrushedoutofhere’’

Me‘’ohthatisnice,congratulations’’

Him‘’thanks,it’sagirl,InamedherKayise,sheisperfect’’Ifake

asmile

Me‘’suchalovelyname’’shesmilesandtakesouthisphoneand

showsmeapicture

Her‘’sheissoadorablebutwowshecancry’’isthisguyforreal

rightnow,Idon’tcareabouthisstupid



child,Ijustwantmymoneyandmytrip

Me‘’ohmyGodlookatthosechubbycheeks,sheisperfect’’he

wasnowadmiringhisdaughterIrollmy

eyes

Him‘’okayenoughaboutKayise’’hegotupfromthebedand

wenttohisjacketonthesofaandcame

backwithsomethingandhandedittome,Itookanditwasmy

planetickettoMaldives,itwas1stclass,I

lookedathimandscreamed

Me‘’ohbabythank,youkeptyourpromise’’

Him‘’IamamanofmywordThato.Youareleavingonthis

Friday,itisonlyforaweek’’Iamsoexcited

rightnow

Me‘’youarethebest’’Ikissher

Him‘’Iwillsendyousomemoneylater,youpleasedmeyet

again,suchagoodgirl’’Iblush

Me‘’okayandcallSizwe’’helaughs

Him‘’Iwilldoworry,butfornowIneedtoleaveThandiweis

probablywonderingwhereIam,Itoldher

Iwillbebackinanhour,andithasbeenmorethatthatcozyou



mydarlingtookyousweettimegetting

herecozyouwerepissedatme’’Ismile

Me‘’canIstaylonger?’’

Him‘’anythingyouwantThato,Iwilltellthemupfronttogive

youwanteveryouwant’’

Me‘’okaythen,kisswifeyforme’’helaughs

Him‘’willdo,Iwillcalllaterthenokay’’Inodandhewalksout.

Roomservicechampagneandseafood

platterplease.Iwillsaythisagainguys,monnawamothoo

monate.

Mercy

Ifeellikemylifeisfallingapart,Ihaven’tseenmyhusbandfor

daysnow,Ilastsawhisthedaywe

foughtandhesaidhewillbecheckingintoahotel,Itriedcalling

hisbuthedoesn’tpickmycallsor

bothergettingbacktome,ithasbeenlongnowheshouldjust

comebackhome.Idecidedtogotomy

father’slawfirmandtalktohimthere,Igetthereand



ReceptionistsmilesatmewhenIgettoherfrontdesk

Her‘’MsMotaung,howareyou?’’

Me‘’itisMrsKhumalonow,andIfinethanks’’

Her‘’ohapologiesma’am,whatcanIdoforyoutoday?’’

Me‘’ismyhusbandin’’

Her‘’yeshejustgotbackfromcourt’’Inodandwalktohis

office,heistalkingonthephonewithhis

feetcrossedontopofhisdeskandhehasthebiggestsmile

plasteredonhisface.Hefrownssoonashe

seesme

Him‘’uhm,canIcallyoubackIafewminutes,Ihavesomeonein

myoffice’’helistenawhilethensmiles

andhangsup,Iamraisinganeyebrow

Him‘’whatcanIdoforyouMercy’’Isighandcalmdown,Iam

heretotryfixthingsnotstartanother

fightwithhim,soIwillnotaskwhohewastalkingto.

Me‘’heybaby,Ijustcametoapologizeandbegyoutoplease

comebackhome,Imissyou,weare

husbandandwife,weshouldn’tbestayingapartlikethis’’he



laughs

Him‘’areyounottiredofthis’’

Me‘’babypleasecomebackhome’’

Him‘’MercyIknowthisisyourfathersfirmbutIthisismywork

place,youcan’tcomeheretodisturb

me,Idon’tbringmypersonalproblemstowork,nowplease’’

Me‘’Iamsorry,justthatyoudon’tpickupmycallsbaby,andwe

needtotalk’’

Him‘’IamworkingherMercy’’Isigh

Me‘’okayIwillleavebutpleasecomehometonight’’hesighs

Him‘’fineIwillcome’’

Me‘’thankyou,letmeleaveyoutowork,Iwillseeyoulater

then.Iloveyou’’

Him‘’sure’’Istareathimshocked

Me‘’IloveyouVusi’’

Him‘’yeahmetoo’’hesaidandtookoutafileandwentthrough

itwithoutevenlookingatme,Iamso

hurtrightnow,couldhebecheatingonme,whyishesocold

towardsme.Itakemybagandwalktothe

door,Ilookathim



Me‘’bye’’hejustnodsandIwalkoutfeelingdefeated

Fiona

Her‘’areyousureyouarereadytofacehimagain?’’

Me‘’Ihaveneverbeensosureaboutanythinginmylife’’

Her‘’Istillsaythatthisisdangerous,itcouldbackfire’’

Me‘’hehurtme,hemustpay,ifyoudidn’tfindmeatthat

mortuary,theycouldhaveburnedmealive’’

Her‘’exactly,lifegaveyouanotherchance,stopthisrevenge

bullshit’’

Me‘’Ican’tdothat,healmostkilledme,andaccordingtohimI

amdead,sohewon’tseethisonecoming’’

Her‘’thisisdangerous,youhaveanewlifenow,focusonit’’

Me‘’ohmyGodyouarenotlisteningtome,Iwouldratherdie

thistime,knowingthatIdestroyedhis

life,yesImadeamistakebutheshouldhavejustdivorcedme

gavememyshareandwentonwithhis

life,butnohehadtotrytokillmetofeellikeaman’’

Her‘’Ican’ttalktoyouwhenyouarelikethis’’



Me‘’youarejustbeingdramaticman’’

Her‘’youknowwhatletmejustgoandcook,butalwaysknow

thatIdisapprovewiththisplanofyours’’

Me‘’youhavemadethatveryclear’’

Her‘’yesIdidFionaandIwillaskyouagaintostopplanningon

howyouaregoingtoattackthatman’’

Me‘’justgoandcookKeke’’

Her‘’mosadiowalekhowahamameleman(thiswhitewoman

doesn’tlisten)’’

Me‘’Iknowyousayingshitwhenyouspeakyourownlanguage’’

shelaughsandwalksout.Ilookatmy

planagainandsmile.Pleasework,youhavetowork.

Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandsharewithothers.Much

Loveguys.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter56(notedited)

Mercy



Itwasnowhalfpast9atnightandmyhusbandwasstillnot

home,Itriedhiscellbutitdidn’tgo

through,Idon’twhattodoanymore,IknowImessedupbutI

didn’tmeanto,Iwasjustangrywithmy

fatherandIwashopingthathewillbeonmysideyouknow.

NowIamstartingtothinkthatmaybeI

madeamistake,Ishouldn’thaveletmyemotionsgetthebetter

ofme.myrelationshipwithmysister

andfatherisnotgoodatthemoment,Ihaven’tspokentoOlivia

sincethatdayshethrewmeoutofher

apartment,Ican’taffordtoloseVusi,Ihaveworkedonthis

relationshipfortoolonghellthisiseventhe

longestrelationshipIhaveeverhad,allmyboyfriendsusedto

complainthatIamsspoiltbratwithno

respect,ItoldmyselfthatIwillgetitrightwithVusibutit

seemsasifIhavemanagedtopushaway

anotherman.Iwenttotherestaurantandboughthisfavorite

mealsinceIcannolongeraffordtopay

forachef,IsetuparomanticsceneasawayofsayingIam

sorry,thiswasallpointless,Idecideto

switchoffthecandlesandgotobedcozIamwaitingon



nothingreally.

Vusi

Idrovetothehouseandparkedoutsideforanentirehour,

fightingwithmyself,apartofmewantedto

goinbutanotherwouldn’tallowmetodothatatall,Iknewwe

weregoingtoendupfightingandI

didn’tfeellikethattonight,MercyandIhavehitrockbottom

andIhonestlydon’tthinkIcanbewithher

anymore,theonlyreasonIamstillwithherisbecauseIfear

whatherfathermightdotomeshouldshe

gocryingtohim.Thatmanwilldestroymecompletely.I

couldn’tgoincozitwasclearwhatwillhappen

ifIdid,IlovepeaceandwarmthandIknowwhereIget,soI

decidedtogobacktomyUriel,weare

cuddlingonthecouchwatchingherfavoriteseries,Isigh

Me‘’babywami’’

Her‘’lover’’



Me‘’Iloveyouokay’’

Her‘’IloveyoutooVee’’Ismile

Me‘’uhmsoMercycametotheofficetoday,shewantsmeto

comebackhome’’

Her‘’andwhatdidyousay’’

Me‘’IdrovetherebutIcouldn’tgoin,Ijustwantedtocome

hometoyourandthewarmthyoubringin

thishouse,Ionlywanttobewhereyouare’’shesighsandgets

outofmyholdandshesitsupstraight

Her‘’youknowbabyasmuchasithurtstosaythisbutsheis

yourwifeVeeandIamjustyourmistress’’

Me‘’youaretheoneIloveUriel,onlyyoubabe’’

Her‘’andIloveyoutoo,youknowthis.Ineedyoutobreakup

withherandbewithme,Iamtiredof

hidingVusiIwanttobeabletowalkeverywherewithyouand

holdingyourhand’’

Me‘’Iwantthattoomylove,butherfatherwillmakemylifea

livinghellforhurtinghisdaughter’’

Her‘’hecan’tforceyoutostayinalovelessmarriage’’

Me‘’ofcoursehewouldbaby,Iknowthisman,hewantshis

daughterstobehappyandwhoever



threatensthatIwillbehellonthatperson’’

Her‘’soinotherwordsIwillbeyousidechickforeverright?’’I

sighandbrushmyforehead,Ilookather

andshehastearsinhereyes,Ihateseeingherlikethis,Inever

wanttohurther

Me‘’babypleaseIwillfixeverything’’shegetsupandwipesher

tears

Her‘’Isuggestyougobacktoyourwifetomorrowthen,before

sherunstodaddy’’shewalksawayand

getsofrustrated,Ican’tlosethisgirlIjustcan’t,Ineedtosort

thisoutonceandforall

Razor

Icouldn’tsleepsoIdecidetogotomystudyandworkonsome

cases,IleftSoftsleepinginourbed,she

isdefinitelyout,shecameverytiredfromworkandIworeher

outmorecozIjustmadelovetoher

sinceshegotin.Shehasbeenhappierwithhermotherintown,

thosetwoareverymuchalikehey,Ilike

Mrs.Dlaminisheisaeasygoingpersonandthethoughtof



beingintroducedtohermotherprovesthat

sheisallaboutmetooandthatsheseesafuturewithme,and

thatmademereallyhappy,IloveSiza

andIamgoingallthewaywithher.Ipourmyselfadrinkand

tookafileandstartedworking,afterlike

anhourmydooropensandshewalksinwearingoneofmyt-

shirts,shelooksdamnsexyrightnow.

Me‘’heybabywhyareyouup’’

Her‘’Icouldn’tfeelyounexttome,thebedwastoocold

withoutyou’’Ismileather

Me‘’Iamsorrymylove,Icouldn’tsleepsoIdecidedtocomeget

someworkdone’’

Her‘’ohokayletmeleaveyoutoitthen’’

Me‘’ohnodon’tbesilly,cometellmehowwaswork’’smilesand

comestositonmylap

Her‘’wellbabyIwasjustlearninghowtodosomecharting’’

Me‘’isthatpartofmedicine?’’shelaughs

Her‘’inawayyes,thatiswherewerightpatientsdetails,the

conditions,filetheirlabresultsandsuch’’



Me‘’ohIsee’’shefrowns

Her‘’andIwillbeshadowingMandlafrommynextshift’’

Me‘’Ididn’tknowheworksatthesamehospital’’

Her‘’Ialsodidn’tknowlove,apparentlyheisintheeastwing,

thehospitalisbiggerthat,Ihadrealized’’

Inodandkissher

Me‘’sowhatelsedidyougetupto?’’

Her‘’nothingmuchUrielwasgivingmethelatestgossipof

whathasbeenhappeningintheoffice,baby

youwouldn’tbelievetheintersexionthatishappeningbetween

thenursesandDr,Itellyoutheoncall

roomsarenotforDrworkingatnighttheyarereallyjustmini

motelsforhospitalstafftoengageinsex’’

Ilaugh,Ididn’tknowshecangossip

Me‘’andwheredoesthisUrielgetallthishotgossip’’sherolls

hereyesandIchuckleagain

Her‘’babyUrielisanurse,nursesknoweverythingabout

anything’’

Me‘’ofcourse’’shesmiles

Her‘’itisjustsoshockinghey,evenmarriedmanarebusywith



youngnurses’’

Me‘’let’sjusthopethatnoneofthemwilltryanythingwithyou

cozIwouldn’tmindbreakingtheir

necks’’shelaughs

Her‘’eveniftheydidIwouldn’tevenlookatthemtwicebaby,I

havethehottestmostlovingmaninthe

worldandIonlyhaveeyesforhim’’Iblush

Me‘’IamgladthearthatDr’’

Her‘’howwasyourday’’

Me‘’mineisjustboringtheonlynicethingsisthethoughtof

youandstaringatthepictureofyouonmy

officewall,itmesmerizesmealways,helpsmerelaxwhenIam

dealingwithdifficultclients,Ijustlookat

itandmyworldisokay’’sheblushes

Her‘’Mr.Motaungyouaresuchacharmer’’Ilaugh

Me‘’onlytoyoumyladycozIloveyou

Her‘’Iloveyoutoobaby,socanyoupleasetakemetobedand

notsleep’’Igetanerectionimmediately

Me‘’IlovehowyouthinkSoft’’Istandupwithherandmyarms

andwalkuptoourroom



Fiona

ThefirstthingIdidaftertakingashowerwastopackmystaff,

itistimeImadeanappearancenow,but

firstlytomychildren,butthefirstpersonIneedtowinoveris

Mercyitwon’tbedifficultwithherasit

willbewithOlivia,thatoneisahotheadlikeherfatherandI

knowforafactthatshehatesmewith

everyfiberofherbeing,IhurtherandIfeelverybad,IwishI

couldturnbackthehandsoftime.Iwish

shewasn’ttheretoseewhathappened,Iamsureitscaredher.I

finishpackingandmakemywaytothe

kitchenandfindKelecookingsomeporridge,shenoticesthe

bagsandnarrowhereyes

Her‘’andthenwenakadibags,whereareyougoingsoearly’’

Me‘’Iamreachingouttomyfirstdaughtertoday’’heeyespop

Her‘’ohcomeFionaIthoughtwespokeaboutthis’’

Me‘’IknowwedidbutIdidn’tagreetoanything’’



Her‘’whatiswrongwithyou?’’

Me‘’KeleIwanttobepartofmychildren’slivesagain,they

needtoknowthattheirmotherisstillalive’’

Her‘’andwhathappenswhentheytellyourexthatyouareback

andhehuntsyoudownandkillsyou’’

Me‘’stopbeingsonegativeKelemygoodnessthiswillallgothe

wayIplannedandwewillgetoutof

thisplace,Iwilltakecareofyou.Wewillhaveenoughmoney

youwon’tneedtoworkatthatshitty

placeanymore’’

Her‘’youknowwhatIgiveup,dowhatyouwill’’IloveKeleshe

hasdonealotformeandIwillforever

begratefultoherbutshecanbeannoyingattimes

Me‘’IwillbeokayIpromise’’Ikissheronthecheek

Me‘’Iwillcallyouandtellyouhowitwent’’shenodsandIwalk

outandtakeataxi,Ihavemydaughters

addressandthehouseistoobigChrist.ItellthesecuritythatI

amhermotherandtheylaughatme,we

spendtimehavinganargument,tillheletsmein.hewalkswith

metothedoorbusylaughing,he

pressesthedoorbellandaminutelatersheopens



Him‘’sorryma’ambutthereisacrazywhitewomanheretosee

youshesayssheisyourmother’’

Her‘’whatnonsensewhoisthatpersonplayingsickgames,I

motherdied’’

Him‘’exactlywhatItoldher,butsheinsisted’’Iappearsoshe

canseeme

Me‘’Mercymybaby,it’sme,itsmommy,Ididn’tdiemylove’’

shedropsherchampagneglassandit

brokeitscontentsplashedonthefloor

Her‘’how,uhmhowisthispossible’’sheaskscrying

Me‘’Itisalongstorymookie,butIcanexplainbaby’’

Her‘’nononomymotherdiedandwecrematedher,whyare

youplayingsuchasickgame’’

Me‘’Iamnotmysugar.Rememberwhenyouwere10andyou

wantedaphoneIrefusedanddaddygot

itforyouandyouguystriedhidingitbutIfoundoutanyway

andIgroundedyouandtookawayallyour

privilegesforamonth’’

Her‘’mommyit’sreallyyou’’

Me‘’yesmookieitis,Iamsosorry’’Isaymakingmywaytoher

andshejustcomeswillinglytome,we



shareawarmtighthugandIcan’thelpbutsobtoo,Imissedmy

childrensomuch,shebreaksthehug

Her‘’thankyou,gobacktowork,mommypleasecomeinand

tellmewhereyouwere?’’

Me‘’okay,Imissedyousomuch’’shesmilesandwipeshertears

Mrs.Dlamini

ItwasjustacalmdayandIwaschangingthesheetsinthe

bedroommyhusbandandIshare,Thandiwe

wenttothebabyclinictogetKayiseimmunized,shehasheeled

butnotentirely,sheremovedher

stitchesbutthepainisstillthere,herhusbandiswithherhence

Istayedbehind.Thingshaven’tbeen

betterwithmydaughterandherfather,Iamstillpainedbut

howviletheyspeakofSizakele,andIdon’t

thinkIcaneverbeokaywiththemagain,theykeeponhating

mydaughterfornothingandthatisnot

okaywithme,thebedroomdooropenedandhegotinand

stoodbythedoorwithhishandsburieddeepinhispockets.



Him‘’whereismyfood’’

Me‘’Ihaven’tstartedwiththecooking’’

Him‘’whatwereyoudoingthiswholetime’’

Me‘’DlaminiIhavebeenspringcleaningthishouseIamsure

younoticed’’

Him‘’ohsonowthecleaningisbetterthatfeedingyour

husband’’

Me‘’IwillstartcookingonceIamdonehere’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamhungrynow’’

Me‘’ifyoureallycan’twaitformetocomeandcookforyou,

thenuseyourhandsandpreparefoodfor

yourself,IamnotyourmaidmanDlamini,Iambusyandyou

canseeandIsaidIwillcookmanjewhat

moredoyouwantfromme’’

Him‘’twominutesinthecityandspendingtimewiththat

daughterofyoursyoualreadythinkyoucan

talktomeanyhow’’Ifeltmyselfboilwithanger

Me‘’youwillleaveSizakeleoutofthatfilthymouthofyou,do

youunderstandme’’hewalkstowards

meIstopputtingthepillowinthepillowcaseandstareathim



Him‘’whodoyouthinkyouaretalkingtokahlekahle’’

Me‘’Iamdefinitelytalkingtoyou,Iamtiredofyouandyour

abuse,Ihaveenduredthisfartoolongand

stopsrighthereuyangizwa’’IfeltahotslaponmyfaceandI

lostmymindhowdarehe.Itaketheside

lampandhithimwithit,hegotmadderandhegrabbedmeby

mythroat,Istartedhittinghimwithmy

fistsonhischest.Buthedidn’tletgo,Iwasbusyscratchinghim,

hewassoviolentbusypushingmeand

thingsfallingandbreaking,SizweandThandiwewalkedin,he

rushedtousandmanagedtopullDlamini

fromme,Iwascoughingsobad

Thandiwe‘’babawhatareyoudoing,doyouwanttokill

umama’’

Him‘’yourmotherisnowdisrespectfulThandiwe,shenowback

chats,it’sbecauseofthatgirl,Iknew

shewillpoisonmywifeagainstmeandlikeafoolyourmother

islettingher’’

Me‘’ItoldyoutoneverandImeanevertalkaboutmychildnot

mySizakele’’

Him‘’seeThandiwe,justhearhowsheistalkingtome,likeIam



hermate’’

Thandiwe‘’kodwababanawe’’

Sizwe‘’macomedownwithmetodrinkwaterandwewillclean

thatwoundtoo’’

Him‘’sothebothofyouaretakingherside,youwon’teven

hearmysideofthestory’’

Me‘’becauseoffoodyoualmostkilledme,youarenothingbuta

weaklingDlamini,thatiswhataman

whohitsawomanis’’IwalkoutwithThandiweandherhusband

leavingmineinthere.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewiththeothers.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter57(notedited)

Mercy

Icouldn’tbelievemyeyesatall,Ididn’tevenknowhowtoreact

toher,Icouldn’tevensayanything,

andallIjustdidwascryandcry.Wehavegrievedforher,Iwas



devastated,butshewasstillalive,how

dowemovepassedthis,whydidshestayawayforsolong

makingusbelievethatwewillneverseeus

again,whenmymotherIwaslostforawhile,shewastheone

holdingusalltogetherorsoIbelieved.I

don’tknow,thisissomethingIneverthoughtwouldhappen.

Wemanagedtostopcryingandshewiped

mytearsfirstthenhers,shewasstillasbeautifulasIremember.

Her‘’Iknowyouhavesomanyquestionstoaskme’’

Me‘’IdobutIdon’tknowwheretostart’’

Her‘’IknowitisalltoomuchtotakeinMookieandIamsorry’’

Me‘’wherehaveyoubeenmommy’’

Her‘’IhavebeenlivinginBerea’’myeyespopChrist

Me‘’whathappened,wecrematedyou’’

Her‘’IrememberIwokeupandIwasfreezing,Iremembered

thatyourfathertorturedmeuntilIpassed

out,IthinkoneofhisboystoldhimIdied,Istartedbangingand

screamingforhelpandsomeone

opened,shewassoscaredbutshewasbrave,Iexplainedtoher



whathadhappenedcozIdidn’twant

hertocalltheambulancetotakemetothehospital,Iknow

Razorwouldcomeandfinishmeoff,soshe

tookmetoherhoseandstartednursingmebacktohealth.

Whenyourfathersaidhewantedme

cremateditwasperfectcozKelemanagedtoreplacemewith

anunclaimedbodythathasbeenwith

themforawhile,thosewerethestrangersashes,knowingthe

lifewewerelivingIhadcashstashedat

differentplacessinceIwasdeclareddeadIhadtogetanew

identityformyself,soItooksomeofthe

moneyandbribedsomeonewhoworksathomeaffairstoget

meanewIDunderanewname,Icouldn’t

riskyourfathereverfindingme,eventhoughhebelievedIwas

deadIhadtocoverallmytracks’’

Me‘’whynow,whydidyoucomebackaren’tyouscaredthathe

mightkillyou’’

Her‘’Icouldn’tbeawayfromyouandyoursisteranymore,I

missyoubothsoverymuch,Idon’tcareif

hestillwantsmedead,ithappenedyearsagoIjusthopeheis

overthat’’



Me‘’MommyImissedyou’’Iattackherwithahugandcry

Her‘’sshhh,it’sokaynowhushmommyisback,Iamnotgoing

anywhere’’

Me‘’thankyouforcomingback’’shebrushesmyback

Her‘’tellmehowisyoursister’’Ibrokethehug

Me‘’sheiscurrentlynotspeakingtome,butsheisokay,sheis

almostdonewithuniversity’’

Her‘’Iamsureshehatesme’’

Me‘’shefeltbetrayedbyyou,mommy,evenwhenwehada

memorialforyoushedidn’tevenshedone

tear,Ihaveneverevenheardhertalkaboutyou,Iamsorry’’she

closedhereyesandatearescapedher

eye.

Her‘’IregreteverythingMookie,Ihurtherbeyondimagination,

Iknewshehadissuesgettingattached

topeople,andwhenshefinallyfoundsomeoneshecouldease

uptoItookthatfromher’’

Me‘’shetookhisdeathmorehardthanyours,shewas

depressedforawhile,shewentbacktobeinga

loneragainandshehateddaddywithallherheartthatthey

didn’tspeaknorseeeachotherfor2full



yearsaftershegotherdepressiontreated,butnowsheisdoing

prettygood’’

Her‘’Iamsuchabadmother,Ineedtoseeherandapologize,I

needtomakeituptoher’’

Me‘’Idon’tknow,whatifseeingyousetsherbackagain,dad

won’teverforgiveyoumommy’’

Her‘’butIneedtotryMookie’’

Me‘’Iguessso’’wehuggedagain,Ican’tbelievemymotheris

herewithme,itfeelssurreal

Siza

IhavebeenworkingwithMandlaandImustadmithehasso

coldtowardsme,Idon’tknowifitis

becauseofworkorwhat,butheissomeantomeanditseems

asifhecan’tevenstandbeinginthe

sameroomasme,heismakingithardformetolearnbecause

itfeelslikeIamannoyinghimevenwhen

Iamaskinghimquestions,Inolongerlookforwardtocoming

towork,whenIgethereIcan’twaitfor

thetoendandgetoutofhere.IamevenscaredoftellingMo



aboutitcozIknowhewouldgivehima

toughtimesoIdon’thaveachoicebuttosuckitup.Icheckmy

watchandIhave2minutesbeforemy

lunchisover,Urielhasn’tbeencomingtowork,Ihopesheis

okay,IwishIhadheraddresssoIcouldgo

andcheckuponher.Ifinishmyfoodandquicklystandandrush

towherehesaidweshouldmeet.Ifind

himalreadywaitingandpacingupanddown.

Me‘’Iamhere,wecangetbacktowork’’

Him‘’youarelateSizakele’’Icheckmytimeanditisonly3

minutes

Me‘’IamsorryIateatthecafeteriaanditisabitfarfromthis

wing’’

Him‘’don’tmakeanystupidexcuse,ifyouwanttobeagreatDr

youwillneedtobepunctual’’

Me‘’IamsorrybutIdidn’tthink3minuteswouldmakeyouthis

angryatme’’helaughs

Him‘’areyoukiddingmerightnow,that3minutesapatient

couldhavediedwaitingonyoutheirDr’’

Me‘’IamsorryMandla’’



Him‘’inhereitisDrNtuli’’

Me‘’Godwhyareyoutreatingmelikethis,didImaybedo

somethingtooffendyou’’

Him‘’whyareyouevenhere,justgoandspendyourold

boyfriendsmoney’’

Me‘’isthatwhatallthisisabout,youaretreatingmelikethis

cozIaminarelationshipwithMo’’

Him‘’becauseyouareinarelationshipwitharuthlesscriminal

inasuit’’

Me‘’reallyyouaregoingtoinsultmymaninmypresence,that

isanewlowevenforyou’’

Him‘’whySiza,whyhim’’

Me‘’whatthehellisyourproblem,whyareyouinterestedinmy

relationship,whydoyouevencare

thatIamwithhim?’’

Him‘’becauseIaminlovewithyoudammit’’Ijuststoodthere

shockedashell,Icouldn’tevensay

anything

Him‘’Iammadatyoufornotrealizingthis,IammadbecauseI

wentbacktoPalesasoIcanforgetabout

you,IamdrowningSizakele,becauseeverynightIfailtofall



asleepbecausethethoughtofanotherman

holdingyoutouchingyouhauntsme,IloveyouandIwishI

didn’tbutIdosoforgivemefornotbeing

abletoknowwhattodowiththesefeelingsbecauseIcan’t

pursueanythingwithyoubecauseofyour

gangsterboyfriendwillnothesitatetotakemeout’’Ican’t

believeMandlaissayingallthistome,I

don’tseehimlikethatatall.Hecametomeandcuppedmy

faceandstartedkissingme,ididn’t

respondtoitbecausetheshockisreal,Ipullout

Me‘’whatareyoudoing,whyareyousayingthistomeMandla,

youknowIamwithMolemoandIlove

him,youarealsowithPalesarespecthertoo,youmightnot

loveherbutrespecther’’herubshis

forehead

Him‘’IamsosorrySizakele,Idon’tknowwhathasgotteninto

me’’

Me‘’pleasedon’tdothatagain,IaminarelationshipandIam

happy,ifyouwon’tbeabletoteachme

it’sfinepleaseshipmeofftoanotherDr’’

Him‘’noit’sokay;IhavebeenajerkcozIwastryingtofight



thesefeelingsIhaveforyou.Pleaseforgive

meIamashamedofmyself’’Isigh

Me‘’itsokayMandla’’hesighs

Him‘’pleasetaketherestofthedayoffandIwillseeyou

tomorrow,Ipromiseeverythingwillbegood’’

Me‘’okaythankyou’’Iturnedbackandwalkedtothelockers

andtookmybackpackandwalkedtomy

car,tryingtofigureoutwhatisgoingon.

Mrs.Dlamini

Ihavetakenalltheabusefrommyhusbandbutithasn’tbeen

physicalinyears,Iwasyoungbackthen,

andweweretaughtthatamanhastherighttodowhateverhe

desireswithhisfatherandwiththatI

enduredeverythinghethrewatmebutIgrewupand

understoodthatamanissupposedtoprotect,

loveandcherishhiswife,nottoabuseherinanyway,my

husbandhasbeenamonsterfromthegetgo,

Idon’tknowwhyIenduredallthisfromhim.Ifailedtoprotect



myselfandmostlyIfailedtoprotectmy

children,hedisownedSizakelebecauseofonemistake,thenhe

bulliesThandiweintodoingeverything

hewants,heforcedhertonotgotouniversityandmarrySizwe

evenwhenshewasn’treadyforthat.it

ishightimeIstandupformychildrenandmostimportantlyfor

myselfbecauseifIamweakthereis

nothingIwillbeabletodoforthem.Thandiwewalksinthe

bedroomIhavebeenusingsincetheincident.

Her‘’heymama’’shesmilesatme

Me‘’heybaby,whereisKayise’’

Her‘’sheleftwithherfathertoseehergrandmother’’

Me‘’pleasecallhimandtellhimtocomewithgrandsonImiss

him’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwilltexthimnow’’shetakesoutherphoneandtypesfor

aminute

Me‘’IhopeyoupumpedenoughmilkforKayise’’

Her‘’Ididmama,Iknowthatoneeatslikeavillageman’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yesyourchildcaneatfordays’’



Her‘’kodwamama,howareyouafteryouknow’’

Me‘’Iamfine,thatincidentmademethinkaboutalotof

things’’

Her‘’Ilikewhat”Isigh

Me‘’Iamnotgoingbacktothevillagewithyourfather

Thandiwe,Iamdonewiththeabusethatman

givesme,Icannolongertakeanyofit’’heeyeswidens

Her‘’youareleavingbabama?’’

Me‘’yesThandiweIam,Ishouldhavedonedidalongtimeago,

butIwillnotstaythistime,healmost

killedmefoodsoimaginewhathecoulddoifIdidsomething

biggerwhichhedoesn’tapproveof’’

Her‘’Itotallygetyoubutbabawillsufferwithoutyoumama’’I

sigh

Me‘’sowouldyouratherwaitforacalltoletyouknowthathe

hasfinallykilledme,ThandiweIsawthat

manseyes,heisthemonsterhewaswhenyoursistergot

pregnant,heisthemanwewereallscaredof

backthen,whateverthattriggersthatruthlessman,itisback

andIwon’tbestayingwithhimand

becomehispunchingbagandsexslave’’shestartedcrying



Her‘’Iamsorrymamaforallheputyouthrough,Iunderstand

thatverywell’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’whatdoyoumeanThandiwe,isyouhusbandabusingyou

too?’’

Her‘’hehasstoppedbutheusedto’’

Me‘’hewillneverstopbabyhewillhityouagainIknowthis,

whydidn’tyoutellme’’

Her‘’mamaitwouldbeuseless,babawillneveragreetome

leavingSizwe,hewilldisownmefor

bringingshametohim,hemadeitclearthedayIgotmarried

thatIwilltakeeverythingmyhusband

throwsatme,hetoldmetonevercomehomewithmyluggage

sayingmymarriagehasfailed’’

Her‘’youaretwoyoungtobelivinglikethismntanami,doyou

wanttobeanotherwomanthatleavesin

abodybag,youstillhavetimetomakesomethingofyourlife,

youcangobacktoschoolandfindyour

independence,raiseyourchildrenwhileyouaregenuinelyhappy,

alltheserichesarenotworthit’’

Her‘’itisnotaseasyasyousayitmama,Sizweandhermother

willmakemylifealivinghell,theywill



takemychildrenawayfromme’’shesoundssoscared.

Me‘’thenwewillfindthebestlawyertohelpyousthandwasam,

letusleavethesemenwhothinkwe

areworthlessbabyplease’’shejustcries,Iwishshecouldlisten

tome.

Olivia

Ihavebeenfeelingdowntoday,IwokeupmissingJabu,heisa

partofmypastthatIwishIdidn’t

remember,adarkpartofmypast,IwishIcoulderasefrommy

memory,IneverthoughtIwillneverget

overitbutIdidthoughittookeverythinginmetogetthrough

it.ThedooropensandSizawalksin

lookingdefeated,Igiveheraquestioninglookandshejust

shrugshershouldersandthrowsherselfon

thecouch,Inarrowmyeyesandstandupandtogogetsome

tequila,wewillsolveourproblemslike

maturedgrownupsbuttodayitwilljustusealcohol,Itakethe

firstgulpstraightfromthebottleand

handittoher,shedrinksinlikewateritgetsmeworriedcoz



sheisn’tafanofhardliquorsoIknowthat

whateverhappenedisnotsittingwellwithher.

Me‘’talktomebaby’’

Her‘’Mandlakissedmeandtoldmethatheisinlovewithme’’I

laugh

Me‘’don’ttellmeyouwereshockedbythat’’shefrowns

Her‘’whatdoyoumeannowLiv’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’haven’tyouseenthewaythatmanlooksatyouSiza,heis

crazyaboutyou,IthinkIsawthatthe

firsttimeIwaswithyoutwointhesameroom’’

Her‘’Idon’tseehimlikethatthough,hehasbeentreatingme

liketrashthesepastfewdays’’

Me‘’thepoorguywasjusttryingtofightoffhisfeelingsfor

you’’

Her‘’hewaswronginkissingmethough,heknowsIamwith

Mo’’

Me‘’ohshitspeakingofthatone,Ihopeyouarenotplanning

ontellinghim’’

Her‘’whynot,wedon’tkeepsecrets’’



Me‘’SizaIamdeadseriousdon’ttellmydadaboutthis,ifyou

careabouthimyouwon’ttellRazor

aboutthis,cozhewillrainfireonthatguy’’shesighs

Her‘’okayfineIwillkeepthistomyself’’

Me‘’thankyou’’IknowhowmuchmyfatherlovesSiza,ifhe

findsoutwhatMandladid,hewillwishhe

didn’tevenknowSizakele.

Her‘’youlookdrainedwhat’swrong’’Ihaven’tsharedmypain

withanyoneelsebutmypsychologist

Me‘’Iamokay’’Ifakeasmile

Her‘’reallyOlivia,yougonnagivemethatbullshit’’Isigh

Me‘’hasmyfathertoldyouhowmymotherdied?’’sheshakes

herheadno

Her‘’wenevertalkaboutyourmombabe’’

Me‘’let’sjustmymother’sdeathwashorrific,Itmademenot

talktomyfatherforover2years,I

disconnectedfromrealityawhileandtherestishistory’’

Her‘’Iamsureyoumissher’’Ilaugh

Me‘’apartofmedoesbutapartofmehatesmymotherSiza,I

havenotalwaysbeenthisbubblyperson



thatcanmakefriendswitheveryone,IhadproblemswhenIwas

young,Icouldn’ttrusteasily,Ifailed

talkingaboutmyfeelingsandmakingfriendsorlovingothers

wasmajorformebutImetsomeoneI

managedtolove,trustandtalktoandmymotherruinedthat

forme,shehurtmeandsetmebackto

thedarknessIwasinbeforeImethim’’shelooksatme

confusedbecausewhatIjustsaidwasunclear

andyesImadesurethatitisencrypted,Ididn’twanttotalk

aboutthedepthofmypain

Her‘’Ididn’tknowIamsorrybabe’’shesayscomingtoseat

nexttomeandhuggingme,Icannevercry,

IfailedtocryformymotherathermemorialandIwillnotstart

now,sheknewwhatherbetrayalwould

dotomebutshewentonwithitanyway,shedidn’tcareabout

mesoIdon’tunderstandwhyIshould

shedatearforapersonlikethat.Let’sjustsayafterayearsof

therapytogetmetobebetterand

understandwhyIwasthewayIwasittookJabu’sdeathandme

goingbackintodepressiontofinallybe

okay,Ichanneledmyenergyintoschoolandavoidedromantic



relationships.IhopeonedayIcan

completelyhealfromallthispain.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter58(notedited)

Mandla

IamsoashamedofwhatIdidtoSizakele,Ihavebeentreating

herliketrashandshedidn’tdeserveany

ofthat,it’sjustthatwhenIwastoldIwillbeshadowedbya

medicalstudentIwasn’texpectingthe

studenttobehercozImeanIhavebeenavoidinghersinceshe

gotwithRazorandalsobecauseIwas

hopingthatthesefeelingswilldisappearbuthonestlytheyare

stillhereandtheyseemtobestrong,I

reallydon’tknowwhattodo.Workhasbeensoawkward,we

don’ttalklikeweusedtodoitisjusthard

really.IwastoldthatshewillbeshadowingmeuntilnextFriday,



thisistoomuchforme,pretendingas

ifIdon’tlovethiswomanwhensheisallIcouldthinkabout,I

justTGIF,IcalledSteve,Ineedtoshare

thiswithsomeone,Ineedtooffloadtosomeoneandrightnow

heistheonlyonewhocanlistenand

givemethemosthonestunbiasedopinion.Igettothecluband

heisalreadytherewithabottleof

cognacandmixersandawomanonhislap,Ilaughandwalkto

him

Me‘’heybuddywhat’sup’’

Him‘’heyman,youkeptmewaiting’’

Me‘’it’snotlikeyouwerebored,youhadthisbeautytokeep

youcompany’’

Him‘’truetrue,bymamineedstogobacktowork,thankyou

fortheservicebeautiful’’

Her‘’don’tforgettogivemethatcallthen’’shewinksathim

thenwalksaway

Me‘’iionlysheknew,poorthing’’heburstsoutlaughing

Him‘’whatthefuckisthatsupposedtomean’’



Me‘’sheisaskingforaheartbreak’’

Him‘’Iamactuallylookingtosettledown’’Itakethealcohol

andmixformyself

Me‘’yeahright,seeingisbelieving’’heshakeshishead

Him‘’sowhat’supwithyou’’Isighandgulpmydrink

Me‘’oneword,SIZAKELE’’henarrowedhiseyes

Him‘’whatabouther’’IlookathimforaminuteandwonderifI

shouldtellhim,argfuckit

Me‘’Iaminlovewithher,Ihavebeenforalongtime’’

Him‘’thatisnosurprisebuddy,butyoudoknowsheisRazors

womannowright’’

Me‘’IknowSteveanditiskillingmethatsheiswithanother

man’’

Him‘’Iblameyouthough,youaresuchafuckendick’’Ilaugh

confused

Me‘’whatthehell’’

Him‘’youtookyourtimemakingamove,itwasclearfromthe

villagethatyoulovedthatgirl,butnoyou

wereasslowasatortoiseintellingherhowyoufeel’’

Me‘’IthoughtIwasgivinghertimetogrieveandall,plusIwas



stillindenialaboutit,plusthebrocode’’

Him‘’fuckthebrocodeman,Vusitreatedthatgirllikeshewas

aworthlesspieceofshit,sheeventold

youoncethatyoucanhaveher,andIrememberthatday

correctlycozwewereatthisveryplace’’

Me‘’Irememberbuthecouldhavebeenjoking,Iregretnever

tellingherhowIfeel’’helaughs

Him‘’that’swhatyoudeserveforbeenafuckingpussy,ifyou

hadtoldhersooner,whoknowsmaybe

thebothofyouwouldhavebeenmarriedbynowandmaybe

pregnantwithyourfirstchildandin

medicalschool,leavinginsomeexpensivehousehavinganice

life,youknowthatcouplewith3

children,whoaremadabouteachother,gotochurchon

Sundaysandattendschoolplaystogether

goingonfamilyvacations,youcouldhavebeenthatguywho

leavestheclubat9cozyouwouldrather

bewithyourwife,butfucknoyouthoughtaboutadamnbro

codeandshit’’

Iknewhewouldgiveittomestraight

Me‘’maybeonedaywecanhaveachance’’



Him‘’Idon’tseeRazordyinganytimesoon’’helaughsandI

shakemyhead,mxmthisfull.

Vusi

Ihaven’tseenmybabyindaysandsheisnotfineatall,shetold

metocomebacktoMercyandIdid

withaheavyheart,IfeellikeIamgoingtoloseifIdon’tmake

thingsright,Ineedtomakeanhonest

womanoutofhere,sheisrightIcan’texpecthertobemy

secretforeverafterallweareinlove.WhenI

wenttocheckonheryesterdayshewasoninbedand

everythingelseinthehousewasthesame,I

couldtellthatshehasn’tbeengoingwork.Thesightofher

curledinourbedhurtme,shedidn’twantto

talktome,Ijustcleanedthehouseandmadesomethingforher

toeatthentoldherIloveherandleft

shewouldn’teventellmeshelovesmetoo,IamsodownthatI

decidedtojuststayathometoday,I

didn’tevengotowork,Iwasinbedthewholedaythinking

aboutherandtryingtocallherbutshe



didn’tanswer,Iresortedtosendinghertextspouringoutmy

hearttoher.Mercyhasbeenacting

strangesinceIcamebackbutIcouldn’tcarelesswhatsheisup

toatall.Shewalksinourbedroom

wearinglingerie,shecomestomeandgetsontopofmekissing

meallover,Ijustcouldn’tdoit,Iwantedhertostop.

Me‘’Mercy’’shemoans

Her‘’ohyesbaby,Ihavemissedyou’’

Me‘’pleasestop’’

Her‘’butIneedyoulove,ithasbeenawhilesincewemadelove,

Iamsureyoualsoneedsome’’

Me‘’Iamnotinthemoodpleasestop’’shecontinuedkissingme

Her‘’justrelaxIwilldoeverything’’

Me‘’dammitMercystopthisminute,IsaidIamnotinthe

mood’’Iremovedherontopofme

Her‘’IamsorryIjust,Ithought.What’swrongbaby,youhave

beensadthewholeday’’

Me‘’Ijustneedaminutetomyself’’

Her‘’youhadalotofthatwhenyouwereatthehotelmylove,



weneedtotalkaboutusandfixthings’’

Me‘’buttodaymyemotionsareallovertheplace,Imissmy

daughter’’sheswallowed

Her‘’ohIamreallysorry,Ididn’tmeantolove’’

Me‘’itisokay’’

Her‘’Iwillgogetussomethingtoeat,wantanythingspecific’’

homecookedmeanbutpssh

Me‘’anythingyougetwillbefinethanks’’shesmiles

Her‘’okaynoproblem,Iwillberightback.Justneedtochange’’

Me‘’okaycool’’

Her‘’Iloveyouokay’’Ifakeasmile

Me‘’metoo’’shefrownsbutdoesn’tsayanythingthenleaveto

thecloset.Ibreatheandclosemyeyes,

myphonebeepsalertingmeofatext,itakeitfromthepedestal

andpowermyscreenonitsUriel,my

heartskipsabit

*makethingsrightVusi,Imissyou’’myheartmeltsandIsmile,

shehasn’tgivenuponme

*IpromiseIwillmylove,Imissyouevenmore.Iloveyouso,

pleasetellmeyoustillloveme*Irespond



*justcozthingsarenotokaywithusatthemomentdoesn’t

meanIstoplovingyou.Iloveyouand

sometimesIwishIdidn’tcozIwouldn’tbehurtingsomuch*

shetextsbackandIsmile,mymood

improvesimmediately.

*Iamcomingtobewithyoutomorrowmyloveokay*5

minutespassandshedoesn’trespondbutIam

happyshereachedouttome.Igetoffthebedandgo

downstairstogetsomethingtodrinkandmaybe

watchsomesoccer.

Thandiwe

Ithoughtaboutwhatmymothersaid,buthonestlythingswith

myhusbandhavereallybeenbetter,I

don’tseetheneedformetoleavehim,andmostlyIcan’trisk

losingmychildrenandmyfather

disowningme,babamadeitveryclearthatIamnevertoleave

SizweforanyreasonandItendtolisten

tohim,myfatherisamanyoudon’twanttocross.Thethought

ofdisobeyinghimbringsbackmemories



tome,IwishIcantellsomeoneaboutitbutthenagainIknow

better.Iwishmamacouldjuststopwith

thisdivorcetalk,shehasnoideaofwhatisreallyhappening.

Everythingisnotblackandwhite.

Him‘’Thandiwecan’tyouhearthatmydaughteriscrying’’he

say’sshoutingbringingmebackfrommy

thoughts,IhearKayisecryingIquicklyruntohercribandpick

herup

Me‘’shhhhsorrybaby,mommyisherenow’’Itrytomakeher

stopcrying

Him‘’whatthehellwereyouthinkingaboutthatyoucouldn’t

hearhercrylikethat’’Iseatonthebed

andfeedher

Me‘’Idon’tknowIjustzonedout’’

Himr‘’zonedoutThandiwe,whatkindofmotherzonesout

whilesheiswithherdaughterinsame

room’’

Me‘’ohpleaseSizwe,Iamonlyhumantoo’’

Him‘’don’tgivemethatshit’’



Me‘’Iamtired,Itakecareofyourchildren,Iamtheonewho

wakesupatnightwhenKayisescreamsat

night,whileyoujustsleeppeacefully’’

Him‘’thatisyourjobasawifeandmotherThandiwe,youknow

thisverywell’’

Me‘’youareunbelievable’’

Him‘’putKayisetosleepandrunmeabath,Ihavetogotothe

club’’

Mrs.Dlamini

IwasonmywaytocheckonthecryingKayise,Ithoughtshe

waswithhermother,butherpiercingcry

tellsmeotherwiseIreachedThandiweandSizwe’sbedroom

andIcanheartheconversationwithher

husband,Iclosemyeyescozitpainsmetohearhowheis

talkingtoherandsheisnotstandingupfor

herself,IknowhowitfeelscozIhavebeentheremyself,verbal

andemotionalabuseexist,itmightnot

leavephysicalscarsforeveryonetoseebutIkidyounotthe

scarsarelefttooandtheycutdeep,Sizwe



isjustlikeherfatherinlaw,theyarebothpatriarchalandthey

areabusive,IwishThandiwecanrealize

thatitwillneverchangebutitwilljustescalateandshewillbe

intoodeep,IthinkIplayedaroleinher

stayinginanunhappymarriagebecauseshewitnessedme

stayingwithherfatherafterheputme

throughhell,Imighthavegivenhertheideathatitisokayto

holdontotheabuseandnolove.IwishI

hadtakenchargeofmylifeearlier,maybethingswouldhave

beendifferent,butthereisnoneedforthe

whatifscozwecannotchangethepast,Ijusthavetotryharder

tomakeherrealizethatshedeserves

better.IgobacktothebedroomIamcurrentlyusing,Ineedto

prayaboutthis,IneedtoaskGodforguidance.

Siza

IdecidedtocallUrieltocheckuponherandshewassounding

downsoIaskedhertosendmeher

locationandIpromisedcomeseeher,itisSaturdaysoIwill

spendtheafternoonwithherandthengo



backtoMolemo’splace.Oliviataughtmethatwhenapersonis

downyouhavetobringalcoholand

foodtocheerthemup,soIstoppedbythecomplexandbought

abottleofvodkaandtwobottlesof

winewithcranberryjuice,Ipayshehasicecozthisbottlestore

doesn’thavethem,Ipunchtheaddress

inmyGPSandIgetthereinnotime,IcallherwhenIamather

gateandsheopensforme,thishouseis

beautiful,Iparkinthedrivewayandsheisalreadywaitingfor

mebythedoor,sheisinnothingbutan

oversizedt-shirtandsheisbarefoot.Iwalkoutofthecarand

closeit,shesmilesatmeandIgettoherweshareahug.

Me‘’heybaby’’

Her‘’hey,wowyourcargirl,dammit’’Ilookatitandsmile

Me‘’thankyoubabe’’

Her‘’Softhuh’’Iblush

Me‘’myboyfriendcallsmethat’’

Her‘’yourmangotyouthatbeast’’Inod

Her‘’wowyouareluckyhey,andpleasecanIhavethatbag’’she



givesmeherpuppyeyes;itismyLuis

Vuittonsmallbackpack.

Me‘’youwantthisoneorshouldIbuyyouanotherdesignor

size?’’

Her‘’girlyouknowwhatjustcomein’’Ilaughandwewalkin,

herhouseisbeautifulhey,weseatdown

Her‘’whatcanIofferyoubabe’’

Me‘’Ibroughtathese’’Igivehertheplasticofthealcoholand

shesmiles

Her‘’justwhatIneededhun,Iwillgogettheglasses’’shewent

tothekitchenandcamebackwith2

longglassesandanicebucket,shemixersourdrinksandhands

meaglass

Me‘’ohthankyou,IhopeIwon’tbetoodrunktodrive’’

Her‘’Iwillkeepaneyeonyou’’welaughandtoast

Me‘’sowhat’sbeengoingonwithyou,whyhaven’tyoubeen

comingtowork’’shesighs

Her‘’eishbabe,manproblems’’

Me‘’let’sgoburnhiscar’’sheburstsoutlaughing

Her‘’youarecrazyhey’’Ilaugh



Me‘’talkmehun’’

Her‘’mymaniscaughtbetweenmeandhiswife,hewantsout

butheisafraidofhisfatherinlaw’’

Me‘’ohmyGodthatisbad,butheshouldn’tstayinaloveless

marriagebabe,buthonestlyareyousure

heisnotplayingyou?’’shesighs

Her‘’Ihavethoughtaboutthatreallybutwhywouldhebuythis

houseforus?’’myeyeswiden

Me‘’what,theguyboughtyouahouse’’shenodsandIbreathe

deeply

Me‘’lookbabeIamnotjudgingordiscouragingyou,but

normallywhenahusbandsayshewillleavehis

wifeforyouitneverhappens,Icantellthatyoulovethisguy,

andIforoneknowthatloveissucha

beautifulthing,Ijustneedyoutoleaveroomfor

disappointmentandmakeplansofyourownsowhenit

doesn’tworkoutyouhavesomewheretofallbackon,Iforone

knowhowbaditistoputyourtrustina

manandtheydisappointandhurtyoubeyond,ittakes

everythinginyoutopickyourselfafterthatand

itisdifficultIwon’tlie’’shesmiles



Her‘’thankyousomuchbabe,Ineededtohearthat’’

Me‘’justmakesurethathedecidesonwhohewantsandhe

mustdoitsoon,ifhelovesyouhewill

chooseyouandyouguyswillfightallthechallengestogether,

thatislove’’sheraiseshereglass

Her‘’Iwilldrinktothat,thankyouforcomingIneededthis

babe’’Iblowherakiss

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.Enjoyyour

weekendandseeyouonMonday

Siza’stribulations

Chapter59(notedited)

Siza

Ihaven’tseenmymotherinawhileandwhenshecalledearlier

todaytomeetIcouldn’tholdmy

excitement,thoughshesoundedlikesomethingwasbothering

her.Sheinvitedmeforlunch,Iofferedto

pickherupbutshesaidshewillaskSizwetodropheroff,that



nightMolemotookusouttodinnershe

hadagreattimeandshelikedtheirfoodhenceIsaidweshould

meetthereagain.Iwasrunningabit

late,youknowtrafficinJozicanbecrazy,Igetthereandfind

heralreadywaitingwithaglassofwater,

hermindseemstobefarawayandIstarttoworry,Igettothe

tableandonlythenshenoticesme.

Ma‘’ohhellomybaby’’

Me‘’heymama’’shestandsandwehug

Ma‘’aiSizakeleyouareforeverdressedlikeyouaregoingtoan

eventmybaby,alwayssobeautiful’’I

smileandkissher.

Me‘’aowsthandwasamithankyou,youlooknicetoo’’she

laughs

Ma‘’allthankstoyoubaby,youboughtthisforme’’Ismileand

wesitdown,andshesighs

Me‘’let’sorder’’shenodsandwecallawaitressandplaceour

order.Herbodyisfullyherewithmebut

hermindisathousandkilometersaway



Me‘’mamawhat’swrong,youseenbesidesyourself’’shefakesa

smile

Ma‘’mpiloSizakele’’

Me‘’talktomeplease’’

Ma‘’IhavearequesttomakemyloveandIhatethatIhaveto

includeyou’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’Iwoulddoanythingforyoumawami’’shesmilesagenuine

smileandmyhearteases

Ma‘’Iamdivorcingyourfatherbaby,Iamtiredofthatman’’oh

myGod,iamshockednotknowing

whattosay.Shesmilesandwipeshertear

Ma‘’IneedyoutoaskMotaungtohelpmewiththeprocess’’I

gaspforairsheisreallyserious

Me‘’mamawhathappenedthatyoudecidedonsuchahuge

step’’

Ma‘’let’sjustsayIamtiredofbeingadoormat’’

Me‘’Ihearyoumylove’’Iholdherhandsandkissthem

Ma‘’sowillyouhelpmeaskhim’’Isigh

Me‘’IwilltalktohimsoonasIgethomemama’’

Ma‘’thankyousomuchmylove’’Ismile



Me‘’areyousure?Areyoucertainaboutthedecisionyouare

taking?’’shesmile

Ma‘’Ihaveneverbeensosureaboutanythingnana’’Ismile

Me‘’thenconsideritdone,justgiveMoadayortwohewill

definitelyhavethepapers,whatisthe

plan?’’

Ma‘’Iwanthimtoagreetoacleandivorce,wegotmarriedin

communityofproperty,whateverthatwe

savedtogetherwewillshareandhecankeepthehouseandits

furnisher.Iamgoingtoaskforatransfer

thissideandifIdon’tgetajobsoonIwilljusthavetotakemy

pensionmoneyandbuyasmallhouse

andjustenjoymyretirementinthecitynearmychildren’’she

hasaplanitmeansshehasbeenthinking

aboutforawhile.

Me‘’IamsorryIthadtocometothis’’shesmiles

Ma‘’IamsorryIwasnevermotherenoughtofightforyoumy

baby,IamdeeplysorrySizakele’’Ileta

tearfallandlookatherdeepintheeyes

Me‘’youdidthebestyoucouldformegiventhesituationmama,

youdidmoreformethanyoucan



everimagine,youarethebestMamami’’shewipesofhertears

quickly

Ma‘’IamsoproudofyouSizakele,youfoughtwhentheodds

wereagainstyou,youhaveshown

courage,resilienceandstrength,IlookuptoyouandIloveyou’’

herwordsmeltedmyheart

Mercy

Havingtohidemymotherfrommyhusbandisprovingdifficult

everyday,asmuchasthishouseishuge

andall,Igetscaredthathewillseeherandrecognizeherfrom

thepictures,thenhemightgotellmy

fatherabouther‘resurrection’,Iknowmyfatherwouldflipand

automaticallyseemeasanenemy,as

muchasIamnothappywithhimrightnowIdon’twanttobe

seenashisenemy,Iknowbetterthan

beingonRazorsbadside.Vusihasn’tleftthehousetodayand

heisbasicallyeverywheretimemy

motherhasn’teatenanythingsincelastnight;Idon’tknowhow

Iamgoingtosneakthisfoodinthe



bedroomwithouthimnoticingme.Ijustpoppedthelasagnain

themicrowaveandIamstandinghere

withittryingtofigureoutaway,myhusbandmakeshiswayin.

whenyouwanthimtodisappearheis

everywherebutneedhimwenaItellyouheisnowheretobe

seen.

Him‘’youeatalotthese,ifIdidn’tknowbetterIwouldswear

youarepregnant’’Ifakealaugh

Me‘’youknowmyperiodsmakemeeatalot’’henods

Him‘’butyouhaveneverhadsuchanextremeappetite’’

Me‘’youknowhowhormonesarebabe’’

Him‘’Iguessso’’

Me‘’areyougoingout?’’

Him‘’yesIwanttogohangwiththeboys’’huuuuufinallyGod

Me‘’ohokay,havefunneanddon’trushback’’henarrowshis

eyes

Him‘’haibowhatdoyouwanttodowhileIamaway’’Ichuckle

Me‘’don’tbesillywhatcanIdo’’

Him‘’okayIamgoingtoshower’’Inod,goodshot.Hewalks



awayandIquicklytakeabottleofwater

andjuicethentakeapacketofpotatochipsandwalkupstairs,I

wasabouttoopenthebedroomdoor

whenhisvoicestartledme

Him‘’whyareyousneakingaround’’Ijumpandcreamalittle

Me‘’babydon’tdothat,you’llgivemeaheartattack’’

Him‘’youaresneaky,whatareyoudoinginthatroom’’

Me‘’Inormallyclosemyselfinhereandsitinthebalconyand

lookattheview’’

Him‘’butourbedroomhasthebestview’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IknowbabybutthisonehasthisserineIfailtoexplain’’he

nods

Him‘’okaythen,letmegoshower’’

Me‘’sharpbabe’’hewalksawayandIwaitforhimtodisappear,

thenwalkintotheroomandmymom

isnotinthere,Icallouthernameandsheappearsfrominside

thecloset,Ilaugh

Me‘’mommywhatareyoudoinginthere’’sheshakesherhead

Her‘’yourhusbandwasoutsidethatdoorIcouldn’triskhim

seeingmeandrunningtotellyourdad’’



Me‘’weneedtogetyoutoanotherroommommycozheis

alreadysuspicious’’

Her‘’wehavetoMookie,isthatmyfoodIamstarving’’

Me‘’ohyessorry’’Ihandthefoodtoherandshesitsandstarts

eating

Me‘’youcan’thideinthisbedroomforeveryouknow’’

Her‘’IknowMercy,IneedtoseeOliviafirstbeforeIcangoback

intheworldmynana’’

Me‘’okay,whenareyouplanningondoingthat’’

Her‘’soonverysoonbaby’’

Me‘’okayletmegokeepaneyeonVusisohedoesn’ttrycome

intothisroom’’

Her‘’pleasedoIdon’twanttobeexposedyet’’

Me‘’don’tworryIgotyourback’’

Her‘’Iloveyouokay?’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoomommydearest’’

Her‘’howsweetImissedhearingthosewords’’Ismileandwalk

out

Thandiwe



IwasonmykneesprayingtoGodtogivemethestrengthto

shovebackthosememorieswhereIhad

alwayskeptthem,Ihatethis,Iwishmymotherdidn’tpushthis

much,Iwasokaydoingfineshutting

everythingthathappenedinthepastinthepast,thatishowI

dealtwithitandnowitisbackandIhate

howitismakingmefeel,itislikeIamthatlittlegirlallover

again,vulnerableandmanipulated.Ihate

myselfforeverallowingmyselftobelievewhenhetoldmeit

wastherightthing,butIgrewupand

understoodwhatitmeant,heviolatedmeandtookmy

innocenceandmademebelievethatitis

supposetobelikethat,didhemaybebrainwashmeor?I

rememberitallstartedwhenmamawasdoing

nightshiftsandSizakelewasjust6andIwasjust9,shehas

alwaysbeenadeepsleeperthatone.Baba

cameintoourroomandwokemeup,Iwonderedwhyhewould

wakemeupthatlatebutIwasn’t

scaredhewasmydadImeanwhatharmcouldpossiblycome

myway,thismanwasmyprotectorsoI



thought,hetoldmetogowithhim,Istoodupanddidashe

said,wegottotheirbedroomandhewas

lookingatmytinybodyandheorderedmetoseatontopof

him,whichIdidwillinglycozhealways

carriedmysisterandI.Hestartedbrushingmythighsand

immediatelyfeltsomethingpokeme,Igot

scaredbuthetoldmethathewouldneverhurtme.myown

fatherlaidmedownonhismatrimonial

bedandtoldmethatadaughtersfirstjobandtomakeher

fatherhappyandobeyeverythinghesay‘he

keptonsayingthatwhileremovingmyunderwearIcouldn’t

understandwhatthatallmeantIdidn’t

evenunderstandwhyhewasremovingmyclothessoIstarted

crying.HetoldmeIshouldstopbecause

ifIdidn’tdoashesaidIwillbepunishedforbeingadisobedient

childandmydaysonearthwouldbe

cutshort,whatscaredmethemostwaswhenhesaidthatifI

didn’tdothiswithhimwhenhewantedto

mymotherandsisterwillbetakenawayandkilledandIwillbe

leftalone.Icouldn’timaginelifewithout

mamasoIlethimhavehiswaywithme,Icanstillremember



thepainwhenheshovedhismanhoodin

meIcouldn’tcontainmytears,tomakesurethatnoonehears

myscreamsofagonyheshovedmy

pantyinmymouthtogagme.IbecamehisfavoritedaughterI

goteverythingIwantedandmore,Ifelt

likewhatIwasdoingwasrightsincehehadstoppedbeating

mamaandpeacerainedinthehouseagain,

thathappeneduntilIwas17ingrade11,hedidn’tcometocall

mewhenmamawasatworkanymore

andIwonderedifIwasdoinganythingwrongbutInoticedthat

hestartedgivingSizathelookhegave

meallthoseyears,hestarteddoingallthenicethingsforherall

heusedtodoformebuthenever

cametotakehertohisroomandithurtsobad,Istarted

resentingmyownsisterbecauseIwondered

whyshedidn’thavetoexperiencethepainIdidbutgetsallthe

attention,IhatedSizamorewhenItook

alikingintoVusiandhealsolikedmebuttheminutehelaidhis

eyesonherheforgotIexisted,sheand

Vusistartedhavingathingandmyfatherfoundout,hegotso

madatherandtriedallhecouldto



separatethembutnothing,hebecamethatangrymanthatwill

hitmamablackandblue,andIhated

mysistermore,IletbabahurtmecozIwantedtoprotecther

andmamaandtokeepthepeaceinthe

housebutshedidn’tdothesame,whenshegotpregnantand

hedisownedherIrejoicedcozfinallyshe

willfeelthepain,itmightnotbethesamebutshewillfeelthe

painnonetheless.Myfatherbrokeme

andinthemistofthathemademetoworshipthegroundhe

walkedon,whenIsawhimIsawaKing

andIknewhiswordislawitisfinal,eventhoughIgrewupIstill

hadthefearthathewillhurtmama.I

feeltrapinthatpainIwanttobreakfreebutIamscaredto

unleashthemonsterbabareallyis.Ifeellike

screamingandsometimesdeathiswhatIwishuponmyself,I

willnotfeelwhenIamdeadsothepainwillnotbethere.

Razor

Weekendswithmyladyarenownotours,sincehermotheris

thissideandshedoesn’tspendasmuch



timewithOliviacozofworkshetriesbyallmeanstodistribute

hertimeforeveryonesheloves,Iam

gratefulfortheweekdaysshespendswithmethoughbutyou

knowhowniceitistobewithyourlady

justlazingaroundandmakingloveeverywhereinthehouse,the

minuteshetextedtoalertmethatshe

willcominghereafterherlunchwithhermotherIdecidedto

makesomethingniceforher,soIwentto

buyherflowersandchocolatesandsomegoodiesandsetup

picnicinthegarden,theweatherisnice

andImanagedtogetsomesoftmusictoplaytoscenery.Iwent

upstairsandworemytorndenim,she

lovesthatpaireventurnsheronespeciallywhenIdon’thavea

toponandIambarefoot.Icheckthe

timeanditisaround6:00intheevening,buttheweatherisstill

beautiful,youknowsummer,Idropped

rosepetalsfromthemaindoortoleadhertothegarden.Iam

sittingdownonthegrassontopofthe

fleeshavingaglassofchampagnewhensheappearedonthe

doorleadingtothegarden,sheiswearing

aredsummerfloatyMinniedresswithherwhiteAlexander



McQueen’ssheisholdingherwhitesmall

bagtomatchhershoesandshehasherbraidsdown,shefinally

plaitedherhair.Shelooksbreath

taking;Istandupandapproachherblushingself

Her‘’butbaby’’Ismileandshegiggleshidingherface,Iknow

it’sthedimplesmakinghergocrazy

Me‘’youlookamazingmylove’’

Her‘’thankyouandyoulooklikeasnacknoinfactyouarethe

entiremeal’’shebitesherlip

Me‘’allthisisyoursnackormealtofeaston’’shegigglesagain

andIjustcupherfaceandkissher

slowlyandsensually.ShemoansandIletgo,Iwanttotorture

her,eachtimeIdelaygivingittoher

whenshebecomesafreakinthesack

Her‘’babydon’tstop’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yougonnahavemeineverywayyoudesireme,butfornow

pleaseenjoythispicnicwithmeand

tellmehowyourmomis’’shesighslikeshejustremembered

something



Her‘’let’sseatfirst’’shesitsandIremovehersneakersand

secretsocksandpourheraglassof

champagneandshestartseatingthebiltong.

Me‘’what’swronglove’’shetakesadeepbreath

Her‘’mamawantstodivorce’’okaythatwasunexpected

Me‘’thatisagoodorbadthing?’’

Her‘’definitelygoodmylove,Iamhappyforherthatman

doesn’tdeservemymotheratall’’

Me‘’Iunderstandmybaby’’

Her‘’sheaskedmetokindlyaskthatyouassistherwithfilling’’

Me‘’tellhertoconsideritdone’’shelaughsa

Me‘’whatbaby’’

Her‘’Isaidthesamethingtoher’’Ismile

Me‘’ohyouknowyourmancanmakethingshappenhuh’’

Her‘’definitelyboo’’shesayssoundingsoseductivelyIbitemy

lowerlip,Iknowsheisdoingthaton

purpose,butthisisonmyterms

Me‘’IwillpushitwithmycontactsoonasItalktoherabout

whatshewantstheoutcometobe’’



Her‘’shouldIgiveyouhernumber’’

Me‘’yesplease,Iwillkeepthemandcallherwhenyouare

abusingme’’shelaughssobeautifully

Her‘’OhMoIloveyousomuch’’fuckitnevergetstired.

Me‘’andthankyouforchoosingmebabyyouareamazingSoft’’

sheblushes

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter60(Notedited)

Mrs.Dlamini

Ifinallyreceivedthedivorcepapers,SizawasrightMotaung

makesthingshappen,Isignedthemsoonas

hehandedthemtomeIdidn’twanttowasteanytimeIwanted

outofthismarriageasinlikeyesterday

therewasnothingtothinkaboutImademydecisionandIam

stickingtoit.Ihavemournedthedeathof

mymarriageandIamdone,IwillnotshadtearforDlamini



anymore,mydecisiontobeamothertomy

childrenstartsnow,IwillnotrestuntilImakeThandiwerealize

thatsheisworthmuchmorethanan

abusivemarriageshehastounderstandthattheislifeaftera

failedmarriage,andgettingoutaliveis

whatmatters,shehastwolittlechildrenshemustthinkabout

them.Sizakelejustdroppedmeoffatthe

gateanddroveoff;Imustadmititisniceseeingmybabythat

happy;thisclasslooksgoodonher.Iget

intothehouseandfindDlaminiintheloungewithSizweand

Thandiwe,mydaughterlooksbesides

herselfitisworrisome.Igreetandtheyacknowledge,exceptthe

monsterImarried.

Him‘’whereareyoucomingfromatthistime,whodoyou

expecttocookwhenyouaregallivantingthe

citylikeaprostituteinheat’’IchuckleandThandiwegaspfor

air

Me‘’whereIamorwhatIamdoingisnoneofyourconcern,and

ifyouwantfoodyouknowwherethe

kitchenplusyouhavetwohands’’Isaylookingatstraightinthe



eyes,Iseethemturnrednotbelieving

whatIjustsaidtohim,hestandsupclenchinghisjaws

Him‘’whatthehelldidyoujustsaytome’’

Me‘’youarenotdeafMadadoyouheardmeloudandclear’’he

attemptedtoslaphimbutImanagedto

holdhishandintime.

Me‘’trythatshitonemoretimeandyouwillfindyourself

sleepinginthepolicecells’’hiseyespop

Him‘’whathasgottenintoyounkosikazi’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’listenhearifyouthinkIamstillthatgullibleweakwoman

youusedtotakeadvantageofandbeat

mercilesslybackinthatvillageyouareinforasurprisebecause

ILungileMthethwawillnotstandfor

yourshitanymore’’Iletgoofhishand

Him‘’Thandiweareyoulisteningtoyourmother’’

Me‘’leavemychildoutofthis’’

Him‘’whatiswrongwithyouthisnightdidyousmokedrugs’’I

laugh

Me‘’notatallIamjustnotblindanymore’’Itakemybagfrom

thecouchandretrievedivorcepapers



andhandthemtohim,hetakestheenvelopeandgivesmea

questioninglook

Him‘’whatisthis?’’hesaidgivingmeanattitude

Me‘’thosearethedivorcepapers,Iamdonewiththismarriage,

Iamdonewithyou,Madodayouare

nothingbutacowardandIamdonestayingmarriedtoaman

likeyou’’helooksatmeshockedand

SizweandThandiwearestandingupreadytostophimifhe

triestofightme,surprisinglyenoughhejust

laughs

Him‘’ohLungilemydarling,nicetrybutwhenIsaidtilldeath

dousapartImeantit,theonlywayyou

areleavingthismarriageisinacoffindoyouunderstandme’’

Me‘’ohwellwewillseeaboutthat’’Itriedwalkingawaybuthe

grabbedmeandslappedmeacrossmy

face,andheldmebymythroat

Thandiwe‘’babastopitman,juststop,youwillnotdothatto

mymotherinmyhouse’’Sizwemanages

tomovehimfromhim,Itryandnormalizemybreathing,Ilook

athimstraightintheeyes

Me‘’patheticlittleboytrappedinaman’sbodywhatashame’’I



takemybagandwalkaway

Him‘’youcancontinuedreamingofdivorcingme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’justsignthedamnpapersMadoda,buttotellyouthetruth

whetheryousignornotIamstill

leavingyousothatpaperisjustaformality’’Idisappearinthe

corridorheadingtothebedroom

Siza

IdroppedoffmymotherandIdrovetoUriel’splace,itisaround

7pm,Icalledherandshesaidsheisat

herplacebored,Iwasalsogoingtobeboredsincemymomleft,

MowenttosomeeventwithGadafi

andhewillgethomelaterontheotherhandOliviasaidsheis

atherbootycallsplace,herandthatguy

justtakecareofeachother’ssexualneedsonceinawhile,the

poorguylikesherbutshewantsthathas

todowithbeingsomeone’sgirlfriend.Igettomydestination

andIcalltotellherIamoutside,thedoor

opensandIdrivein.Iparkandwalktothedoorandjustwalkin

IfindheralreadydrinkingattwerkingIjustlaugh



Her‘’heygirlfriendyouarehere’’shegivesmeahug

Me‘’heygirlfriendyourself,seemslikethispartystartedway

beforeIgotaninvite’’shegiggles

Her‘’notreallythisismy2ndbottleofwinebaby’’Inodandgo

getmyselfaglass

Me‘’istheanythingtoeatorshouldweorder’’

Her‘’Ididn’tcookfriend,justordersomething’’

Me‘’okaywhatdoyoufeellikehaving?’’

Her‘’anythingspicy’’Inodandorderpizzaandsomewings.I

pourmyselfaglassandgulpitthenpour

anotherone;Ishouldn’tgetdrunkIamdriving

Her‘’whereisyourboothang’’

Me‘’hewentoutwithhisbrother,someevent,itisforcharity

butonlyguysallowed,theywillbe

playingporkerandallofthat’’

Her‘’heisdoingalltheserichmanthings’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youcansaythatIguess’’

Her‘’andgirlyoudefinitelyfilltherichmanwomanpartwell,

yourclothesmamaalwayslooking



amazingandIlovethatyoudon’ttrytoohardandyouareso

humbleSizathankyouforbeingmy

friend’’Ismileather

Me‘’thankyoubabe,youarejustasamazingfriend’’thefood

arrivesandweeatwhiletalkingand

laughing,siskeepsontakingtequilashotsandnowsheis

sloshedbutsheknowshowtohandleher

alcoholIjustlaughandwehavingagoodtime,Icheckmy

watchandit’s21:30okaythenightisstill

young.wesittingdownnowlisteningtomusiconlowvolume,

wehearthedooropenandIlookather

sheisunbothered

Her‘’don’tstressitcanonlybemyboyfriend’’Inodanditwas

reallyhimcozheshoutedfromthe

kitchen,hisvoiceisforfamiliar

Him‘’babysomuchalcoholareyouhavingapartyor

something’’hesayscarefreeyoucanhearthe

loveinhisvoicefromthatmerestatement,Ijustwishhewasn’t

playingmyfriendlikethis,Ilookatthe

blushingUrielonthecouchsheisheadoverheelswiththisguy

Her‘’lovecomemeetmyfriend’’



Him‘’comingjusttakingabeerandtakingasliceofyourpizzaI

hopeyoudon’tmind’’wegigglethis

voicethough,maybeIamjustdrunk.

Asecondlaterheappearsandoureyesmeet,Istandquickly

andUrielhurriestohimandtheykissbut

heissoembarrassedandshockedtoseeme

Her‘’heybaby,Imissedyousomuch’’

Him‘’Imissyoutoomyangel’’

Her‘’ohlovemeetmyfriendSizaandbabepleasemeetmylove

Vusi’’shesayswithawidesmileand

wejuststaytheretonguetied,butIfinallydecidetospeak

Me‘’whatyouaredoingtoUrielisnotrightVusi,isthiswhat

youaregoingtodoallyourlifehuh,use

andhurteverywomanyoucomeacrosswasn’tIenoughyou

justhadtohurtmoreandmore’’

Him‘’SizaIamsosorry,it’sjustthatthingsarecomplicated’’I

laugh

Me‘’youarethecomplicatedoneVusi,justgrowthefuckup’’

Her‘’okayguyswhatisgoingonhere,doyoutwoknoweach

other?’’Isighohwhydidshehavetobe



hisgirlfriend,shedoesn’tdeservethisnotonebit

Me‘’IamsorrybabebutIneedtoleave’’

Her‘’atleasttellmewhatisgoingonfriend’’Ilookatherand

kisshercheek

Me‘’ifhelovesyouhewillcomeclean,allIknowisyoudeserve

better’’Itookmybagandphone

Him‘’Sizapleasedon’ttellRazor,Iamgoingtofixallofthis’’

Me‘’shelovesyouandyouareplayingherforafool,younever

learn,tellherthetruthVusi’’Ilookat

Urielonelasttimeandshehastearsinhereyes

Me‘’rememberbabe,youdeservebetterIswear’’sheblinked

hertearsandIwalkedout.Vusiwillnever

change,nowIamstuckbetweenarockandahardplace,Urielis

myfriendandIcareaboutherbutVusi

ismarriedtomymansdaughter,theyarebothwomanandit

notniceknowingwhatheisdoingto

them,Ipersonallyknowthepaincozhedidittometooand

nowheisdoingtoMercywhathedidto

me.Idon’tknowhowIgottomymansplacecozIwaslostin

mythoughtstheentiredrive.Thesecurity

opensformeandIdriveinandpark,Iwalkintothehouseand



gostraighttobed.

Uriel

LastnightIjustwentstraighttobedIfeltsohurtfromthebits

andpiecesoftheirconversationsothe

thoughtofhearingthewholetruthscaredmesomuchIdecided

tosleepanddealwithitinthe

morning,Ihavebeenupforafewminutesandheisholdingon

tomesotight,Ifinallydecideto

untanglemyselffromhimandheholdsontomeandIsigh

Him‘’babypleasecanwetalkplease’’IremainsilentIdon’t

knowwhattosayreally,Iwanttoknowthe

truthbutIamafraid.Heletgoofmeandturnsmearoundto

lookathis

Him‘’babypleasesaysomething’’

Me‘’IwishIdidn’tloveyouVusi’’hecloseshiseyesandopens

themandatearfalls

Him‘’pleasedon’tsaythatpleasesthandwasamplease’’



Me‘’IknowIwasokaywithyoubeingmarriedandallbutIfeel

thereismorethatyouarehidingfrom

me’’Iletmytearsfall,Ifellinlovewithamarriedmanandit

hurts.

Him‘’IbegyouUrielplease,Iloveyouwithallmyheartbaby

please,allowmetotellyoueverythingand

thenIbegforamonthtoendthingswithMercyanditwillonly

bejustyouandmeIpromise’’IwishI

couldsaynoandthatheshouldleavebutIwanteverythinghe

justsaid,Ideservebetteryesbutthe

heartwantswhatitwantsandthatishim

Me‘’howdoyouknowSiza’’hesigh

Him‘’ohmylovepleasedon’thatemeplease’’helookedatme

tearsstreamingdownhisface

Him‘’UrielSizawasmyfirstlove,shewaseverything,Igother

pregnantwhenshewas16andherfather

disownedherbecauseofthat,Imovedtothecitytostudyand

thatiswhenIchangedandstarted

neglectingherwhileshewassufferinginthevillageinthe

handsofmymother,Igraduatedandfounda

jobandIstartedfeelingsuperiortohershewasnolongermy



type,Ilovedheryesbutthingswere

different,ImetMercyandwestartedarelationshipIkeptmy

daughterandSizafromherbutafter2or

soyearsSizafinallycametothecitytolookformebabe,and

thatiswhenItreatedherliketrashIthrew

heroutofmyhouseanddeniedbeingwithher,Ionly

acknowledgedthatwehadachildtogether,Ifit

wasn’tforMandlamyfriendwhohelpedherthenightIthrew

heroutIdon’tknowwhatwouldhave

happened,Iregretmyactions’’Icouldn’tbelievemyearsmy

Godhowcouldhebethatheartless

Me‘’andwhereisyourdaughter,Sizahasnevermentionedher’’

hecriedsohardatthementionofhis

daughterIcouldn’tjustavoidhisheartbreakingsobsIwentand

gavehimahug.

Him‘’shediedbabySiphephelodiedbabybecauseofmymother

becauseofMercybutmostlybecause

ofme,IfailedmychildandIbrokeSizakeleintheworst

possibleway,Iamreallysorryforthat’’

Me‘’shhhit’sokaybabyit’sokay’’Iamcryingtoo,Ilovethis

manbuthedooesntwanttomakethings



withusandthathurtsmore.

Him‘’babyIamsorryforallIdid,IknowitmightseemasifIam

IamrepeatingwhatIdidtoSiza,but

UrielIloveyouwithMercyitwasaboutthemoneyandpower

butIknowbetternowIswear’’

Me‘’IloveyoutoobutloveisnotenoughVusi,Iwanttobethe

onlyone’’hecloseshiseyes

Him‘’andyouwillsoonIpromise,IjustneedamonthIswear’’

Me‘’untilthenVusi,pleasestopcomingtomeorcallingme,

untilyoufixyourissuesstayawayplease,I

haveletthisthinggoonforlongenough’’

Him‘’Angelpleasedon’tdothisplease’’

Me‘’Iwillwaitforamonthandifyoudon’tkeeptoyoupromise

thenIwillmoveforgood’’

Him‘’lovedon’tgiveuponusIbegyou’’

Me‘’Ineedtostartpackingnow,IwillcallSizatohelpmemove

tomymothersinKatlehong’’

Him‘’nonoyoudon’thavetoleave,thisisourplacebabyI

wouldratherbetheonetoleave’’

Me‘’noVusi,Iwillgo,makethingsrightfirst,Iamdonebeing

yourmistress’’Igetoutofbedandgo



startpackingsomeofmyclothesIwillgettherestwhenheis

nothere.

Mr.Dlamini

WhatwillthevillagerssaywhenIgobacktothevillagewithout

mywife,Iamrespectablemanandthe

minutetheyfindoutthatLungileleftmetheywillstartbeing

noseyandIcannotaffordformyfamily

affairstobeairedouttothepublicforeveryonetoknow,Iama

respectablemaninthatsmallplace

peopleworshipthegroundIwalkon,Iworkcloselywiththe

King,nothavingawifewilltaintallofthat,I

willnotallowhertoleaveme,theonlywayIamgoingtobe

withoutawifeiswhenshediesnot

becauseofadivorce.IfIcan’tconvincehermyselfmydaughter

willdoitformethen.Hermotherand

husbandlefttowhereIdon’tknow,Iwalkinherbedroomand

sheissittingontopofthebedpaintinghernails

Me‘’Thandikababa’’shejumpsabit



Her‘’yebobaba’’shesayssoundingscaredandInarrowmyeyes

Me‘’howareyoumybaby’’

Her‘’Iamgreatthanksjusttired’’shestandsupandsheisin

hershortsshetriesbyallmeantohideher

thighs

Me‘’yourmotherwantstoleaveher’’sheblinksafewtimes

Her‘’Iamawarebaba’’Inod

Me‘’andyouaregoingtoconvincehertostopthisnonsense’’

Her‘’kodwababashehasalreadymadeuphermindImeanshe

signedthedocumentsalready’’

Me‘’doIlooklikeIcareaboutthatThandiwe’’Isayfirmlyand

approachher

Her‘’nobaba’’shesayswithashakingvoice,Istandinfrontof

her,socloseandplacemyhandonher

thighandbrushit,shetensesatmytouchobviouslyscaredand

thatiswhatIwanttoinstillfearinher

soshecandoasIsay

Me‘’youwillconvinceyourmothertoforgetaboutthiswhole

thingandwegobacktothevillage,ifyou

don’tmakeherhearyoubabygirlyouwillbetheonegoingback



withmeandfulfillallherwifelyduties

andbyallImeanallandIknowyouknowexactlywhatImean,

andwhenthevillagesaskmewheremy

wifeisIwilltellthemthathecaughtyousleepingwithanother

maninhishouseandthrewyououtthen

IhadtobringyourshamewithmebackhomeandIwilltell

themthatyourmotherwasalsointhesame

bedwithyouandthatman,Iwillactlikethebrokenmanand

youknowIcan.Imaginehowtheywill

lookatyouandgossipaboutyouwhiletheypityme’’shewas

nowcrying,Ikisshercheekandwalkout.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewiththeothers.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter61(notedited)

Thandiwe

IamevenafraidtostayinmyownhousewhenIamonlyleft



withmyfather,whathewantsmetodois

impossibleandmymotherhasalreadymadeuphermindIhave

neverseenhersodeterminedbefore,

shehaschangedbutforthebetter,shehasbecomethisstrong

womanwhoknowshowtostandupfor

herself,Ishouldbeinspiredbyhernewlyfoundstrengthand

couragebutIamscaredofwhatbaba

mightdotothebothofus.Mymotherandhusbandareoutand

sowasmyfatherbutIknowhenever

leavesforlong,Idecidedtogotakeenoughfoodformyselfand

Kayise’snappiesandfoodandlocked

myselfinourbedroom,mybabygirldecidedtobeasweetangel

cozshehasbeensleepingforawhile,I

decidetowatchsomethingonmylaptopandIstumbleupon

themovieforcoloredgirls,funnyhowlong

Ihavehadthismoviebutneverwatcheditbefore,Idecidedto

giveitatry.Iwatchedituntiltheend

andbythetimethemoviefinishedIwascrying,becauseIfelt

myselfrelatetotheirpain,Iknewhowit

feelstobeabusedandviolatedbuythepersonyourloveand

trustithurtsbecauseIdecidedtoletSizwe



hurtmebecausemyfatherdiditfirsttomeitwasallIknowso

Ididn’tcareIletitgoon,something

deepinsideofmeknewitistimetotalktomymotherabout

whathappenedinthepast,Ineedtocome

clean,Ihavetobreakthechainofmyfather’smentalslavery,I

amdonebeingavictimIamtakingmy

lifebackIdon’twanttoendupbeingabittermothertomy

childrenbecauseofwhatmyfatherdidto

me.Ispendthedaycryingandcrying,Ihaveletthispaineat

throughmelongenoughIamdone

protectingthismonsteritisclearthatmyfatherispedophile

whatifIremainquietandmydaughter

becomeshisnextvictim,IhavetothinkofKayiseandother

littlegirlsouttheresufferingthesamefate.

TheisaknockonmydoorandIfreeze

Ma‘’Thandiwebabyareyouinthere?’’Isighrelieved

Me‘’Yesmama,Iamcoming’’Iwenttoopenthedoorshelooks

atmeandfrown

Ma‘’haveyoubeencrying,what’swrongwhyareyoulocking

yourselfinyourroom’’Ifelttearscoming



Me‘’Iamtiredmama,itisalltoomuchnow,Iamevenscaredin

myownhouse’’shetakesmyhandand

walksinandclosesthedoorandwegositonthebed,shelooks

atmeworried

Ma‘’khulumanomawakhobaby(talktoyourmother)’’

Me‘’ithurtsmama,hethreatenedtotakemebacktothevillage

ifIdon’tconvinceyoutostopwiththis

divorce’’

Ma‘’ThandiweIamyourmotherandthroughyoureyesIcan

seethereismoretowhatyouareletting

on’’IcrysomemoremyheartbreakingfurtherIamaboutto

disclosesomethingIhavekepttomyself

formostofmylife,whatifshedoesn’tbelieveme

Me‘’mamapleasedon’thatemepleasedon’tjudgemeIwas

young’’

Ma‘’Icouldneverhateyou,youaremychildIloveandwhatever

itisjusttalktomeplease’’

Me‘’mama,heuhmherapedme,Iwasonly9andhestarted

abusingmesexuallyandithurtIwouldcry

andbeghimtostopbutheneverdid,IcriedandcriedtillI

couldn’tcrynomoretillIgotusedtoit’’her



tearsfellandIcouldseethepaininmymother’seyes

Ma‘’yourfather?’’Inodshepullsmeinforatighthug

Me‘’yebomama,hewoulddoiteverytimeyouwenttowork

nightshifts,hesaidhewillkillyouandSiza

ifIdon’tgoashesays,Iamsorrymama’’shetightenedthehug

andletsgoandwipesmytears

Ma‘’neverapologizeitwasneveryourfaultyoudidnothing

wrongdoyouhearme,heisthemonster

herenotyoubaby,Iamtheonewhoshouldbeapologizingto

youIfailedasamother,Ifailedtosee

whatwashappeninginmyownhousewithmyownchild,what

kindofmotherdoesthat,Idon’t

deserveyouandyoursister,Iletthismanhurtthebothofyou

whileIlethim,IamsosorryThandiweI

amsorryforlettinghimviolateyoulikethat,Ishouldn’thave

beenworkingIshouldhavebeenamother

toyouandyoursisterfirstpleasefromthedeepestpartsofmy

heartIsincerelyapologize’’thehurtin

mymother’svoiceisheartbreaking

Me‘’neverblameyourselfmama,itwasallhim,youwereand

stillarethebestmotherintheworld,i



amjustgladyoubelieveme’’shehugsmeandkeepsontelling

mehowsorrysheisandthatsheishere

formeallstepoftheway.

Ma‘’Iloveyoubabyandthankyoufortellingmethetruth’’I

smile

Me‘’Ifeellighter,thepainisthereIdon’tthinkitwillevergo

awaybuttalkingabouthelpedabitand

honestlythefactthatyoudon’thatenorjudgememakesme

feelsomuchbetter’’

Ma‘’Iamhereokay,IamyourmotherandforyouandSizakeleI

willdoeverything’’

Me‘’sowhatisgoingtohappennow’’

Ma‘’Iwanttokillthatmanwithmyownbarehands,heisa

monsterbutthissituationisdelicate,we

needtohandleitwithcare,hedeservestorotinjail,wouldyou

wanttopresscharges?’’

Me‘’wecandothat?Won’ttheytellustheisnophysical

evidence?’’

Ma‘’wewillhavetoseeklegaladviceonhowtogoonabout

this’’

Me‘’IamscaredtoaskSizweforhislawyerscontactsmama,



howwillhelookatmeafterfindingout’’

Ma‘’ifhelovesyouhewillsupportyoubaby,butifhefeels

otherwisethenheisnotthemanGodmade

foryou,butIknowalawyerIcantalktohim,heistheonewho

helpedwiththedivorcepapers’’

Me‘’whoisthislawyer?’’

Ma‘’promisemeyouwon’trejectthehelpbecauseofyour

personalissues,yourfatherneedstobe

dealtwithhedeservestogotoprisonandheisagoodlawyer

hecangetjusticeforyouplease’’

Me‘’Igetyoumama,justtellmethenameofthelawyer’’

Ma‘’Motaung,themanyoursisteriswith’’

Me‘’youmeanRazor’’Idon’tknowhowIfeelwithSizakele

knowingmypainwhileIwasrejoicingon

hers,itwillbesoawkward

Ma‘’yeshehasalawfirmhewon’tmindhelpingus’’

Me‘’witheverythingthatIhavedonetoSizaIdon’tthinkshe

willallowherhusbandtohelpme’’

Ma‘’yoursisterisnotavindictiveperson,Iwilltalktothem’’I

justnodanddecidetoputmyprideaside



thereisnothingwrongwithaskingforhelp.

Ma‘’Iknowitwillbedifficultbutjusttryactnormaluntilwe

haveasolidplan,itistakingeverythingin

metobesocalmIwanttokillhimsoonashewalksthrough

thatdoor’’Igiveherahug

Me‘’thankyousomuchmama’’ourmomentisdisturbedbya

cryingKayise,ohsheisfinallyawake

mustbehungry,Ipickherupandgivehermybreastandshe

sucksonitfordearlife.

Vusi

Itfeelslikemylifeisperpetualnight,thesunhasneverrisen

sinceUrielleftme,ithasbeen2daysof

hell,Idon’tevenknowwherehermother’splaceIjustknowthat

itisinKatlehong,Iknowsheasked

thatIdon’tcontactheruntilIamreadytobefullywithher,

whichIpromisetodoandsoon,Ijustneed

tosecureotherwaysofmakingmoneyincaseRazordecidesto

killmylawcareerbecauseIhurthis

daughter,Ihavealotofmoneysaveduplet’sjustsayInever



didanythingwiththemoneyImade,ifI

wantedacarMercywouldmakeithappen,Iboughtthehouse

cashandmadesureitisinUriel’sname,

thoughshedoesn’tknowthis,Iamplanningonbuyingablock

offlatsforstudentaccommodationand

maybeinvestinotherbusinessesjustincaseRazorwipesmy

assdry,Iwillknowthatfinanciallymy

womanandIwillbeokay,herleavingmegavemeawakeupcall,

shelovesmeyesbutshedoesn’tneed

meandifIdon’tfixthissoonshewillmeetsomeonewhowill

appreciateherandmakeheranhonest

womanandIdon’tthinkIcaneverlivewiththepainoflosing

her.IneedtimetotransfereverythingI

havetohernamesothatwhenIleaveMercyIcanbeableto

survivewithmywoman.Ineedtobeg

SizakeletonotsayawordtoRazoruntilIdecidetotalktohim,

Ihavebeenparkedatthehospital

hopingtocatchherwhenshegoestohercar,itisalready

knockofftime,about15minuteslatershe

appearsandwalkstohercarIwaitforhertogetinthenI

quicklygotoandgetintoherpassengerside



Her‘’whatthefuckVusi’’

Me‘’IamsorrybutIdesperatelyneedtotalktoyou’’shelaughs

Her‘’letmeguessyouareheretoaskmetonottellmyman

thatyouarecheatingonhisdaughter’’

Me‘’pleaseSiza,IneedtohandlesomethingsfirstbeforeIcan

endthings,IneedtoensurethatIwillbe

abletotakecareofUrielfinancially,Razorwillmakemepayfor

hurtinghisdaughter,heisgoingto

cripplemycareerandmakesurenootherlawfirmtouchesme

sopleaseSiza’’

Her‘’IwillonlykeepquietbecauseIcareaboutUrieland

becauseshehasendedthingswithyoutillyou

makeupyourmind’’

Me‘’andthankyouforthat,Iamgoingtofixthings,SizaIam

sorryforallIeverdidtoyou,butIswearit

isnotthesamewithUrielIgenuinelylovethatwoman,Ican’t

imaginemylifewithouther’’

Her‘’ifyouloveherthenyouwillbefastindoingwhateverthat

needstobedoneandtellMercyyou

can’tbewithheranymore,andwhenyoufinallyhaveherback



andyoudareplaythisgamewithher

withanotherwomanIsweartoyouRazorwillbetheleastof

yourproblems’’whydoIfearthat

statement.

Me‘’IwillneverhurtheragainIswear,IloveherSizaIloveUriel

somuch’’

Her‘’youaresuchafuckedupman,Ican’tbelieveIeverloved

you,theonlygoodthingthatcameoutof

youwasSiphephelo’’

Me‘’Imisshereveryday,Iwishthingsworkedoutdifferently

withher,Iamsureshewouldhaveloved

Uriel’’shesighs

Her‘’thatwastheonlywomanyouwouldhavebeenwiththatI

wouldallowmychildnear’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IamsorryforhavingahandinherpassingIknowIbroke

you’’

Her‘’yesyoudidbutIamokaynow.Godworksinmysterious

ways’’therewassilenceforaminute

Me‘’sheaskedmetonotmakecontactwithhertillIhavefixed

everything,Imisshersomuch,Ijust

needtoknowissheokay?Isshecoping?’’



Her‘’ofcoursesheisn’tyouidiot,thatwomanlovesyouVusi,

sheishurtingandshewishesyoucan

walktoherandtellheritisalldonethatyouguysdon’thaveto

hideanymore,thatshecanfinallypost

apictureofyoutwoasherstatusandclaimyouwithoutthe

fearofbeingcalledamistressandhome

wrecker’’Isighnotknowinghowtoanswertothat

Me‘’Iknowthismightbealottoaskbutnexttimeyoutalkto

herpleasetellherthatIloveherandI

workingonmakingitright,please’’

Her‘’justgetoutofmycarIhaveamanwaitingformeat

home’’

Me‘’ohyeahapologies’’sherollshereyesandIlaugh.Igetout

ofhercarandshedrivesoff.Inever

thoughtshewillbeokaywithme,wemightnotbethebestof

friendsbutatleastwearecivil,sheis

happywithRazorandIamgladshedeservesallthehappiness

intheworld,andIamgladsheismy

woman’sfrienditmightsoundcrazybutit’strue.Ineedtogo

getmyaffairsandgetmywomanback,I

gobacktomycaranddrivetoBraamIhaveanappointment



withtherealestateagent,therearefew

wellestablishedstudentaccommodationsavailablethere,I

wonderwhysomeonewouldonetosellsuchaninvestment.

Uriel

ImisshimandIwishIdidn’t,mymotherwelcomedmeback

homewithopenarms,shehasalways

beggedmetocomeleavewithherbutIwantedtoliveoutthere,

mymomcanbesostrictwhenit

comestomebutIguessthatisbecauseIamtheonlychild,my

dadalwaystellshertoleavemesoIcan

exploreandseewhattheworldhasinstoreforme,mamahas

alwayswantedtoshieldmefromthe

world,sheneverwantstoseehurtandthatisimpossible,when

Sizadroppedbroughtmehomeshesaw

thatIwasn’tokayandshestartedfussingoverme,Ihaven’t

explainedwhyIcamehomelookinglikea

mess,howdoIexplainthissituationtomymothershewouldn’t

understand.Shecameinmyroom

holdingatrayoffood,andmyfatherfollowedafterher.Isigh



cozIknowtheyareheretofindoutwhatisgoingon.

Ma‘’mybaby’’Igiveheraweaksmile

Dad‘’webroughtyoufoodbaby,youhaven’teatensince

morningandthatisnotright’’

Me‘’thankyoubutIamnothungry’’

Dad‘’nonsensedoyouwanttodieofhunger,lovegiveherthat

food’’mymotherplacedthetrayin

frontofmeandIstartedeatingslowly,theywatchedmetillI

finishedeverything.

Ma‘’thankyounana’’shetakesthetrayandwalksout,butmy

dadremains

Dad‘’okayUrielwhatisgoingon’’Isigh

Me‘’nothingdaddyIjustcamehomecozImissyouguys’’

Dad‘’youaremyonlychildIknowyoumorethanyouknow

yourself,youhavealwaysbeenabletotalk

tomeabouteverythingdon’tstopnow’’thatistrue,hehas

beentheeasiestonetotalktobetweenthe

twoofthem

Me‘’itisjustboyproblems’’



Dad‘’youmustreallylovethisonecozheleftyouamessand

madeyoumovebackhome’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ilovehimsomuch’’

Dad‘’thenwhatistheproblem?’’

Me‘’ifItellyoupromisenottojudgemeandwhenhefinally

makesthingsrightbeokaywithhim’’

Dad‘’Ipromisenottojudgeyoubuttheotheronewillsee’’I

sigh

Me‘’justknowthatheisyoungstillinhislatetwenties,heis

marriedandhepromisedtoendthings

withhiswifebuthehasbeendragginghisfeet,Iendedthings

withhimandtoldhimtocontactme

whenhehasfixedhisissues,helovesmeasmuchasIlovehim

daddybutIcouldn’tremainhis

mistress’’hesighsandcomessitnexttome

Dad‘’theypromisetoleavetheirwivestheentiretimebabybut

theyneverdo,butthatisnotthecase

everytime.IamamanandIamnotperfect,Iknowthisbecause

Ihurtyourmotherthesamewaythis

boyisdoingtoyou,sheleftmetooandshewasalready

pregnantwithyou,Ilovedyourmotherbutmy



wifebackthendidn’twanttoletgobuttherewasnolovethere

anymore,Ifoughtandfoughttofindmy

waybacktoyourmotherandIdid,whenIfinallylocatedhershe

wasalmostduetogivebirthtoyou.

Sherefusedtotakemebacktillyouwereabout8months,love

knowsnoboundaries,andInever

thoughtyouwouldsufferthesamefate.Iamsorrymylovefor

whatyouaregoingthrough’’Ididn’t

knowthisaboutmyparentsIamshocked

Me‘’daddytellmewhattodo’’

Dad‘’IwishIcouldnanabutfollowyourheart,chooseyour

happinessandifthatboyisyourhappiness

lethimfightforyou,lethimwanttobewithyouasmuchas

youwanttobewithhim,Icouldtellyouto

leavehimalonebutdestinyalwayswinsifheisyourstohave

fatewillbringyoutogethernomatterhow

manypeoplefightagainstyourrelationship’’

Me‘’Ilovehimpapa’’

Dad‘’that’sokaymybabywedon’tchoosewhowillloveIfor

oneknowyoursituationfirsthand’’ThankyouGodformy

father



Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter62(notedited)

Mrs.Dlamini

Iamhurtingdeeplybywhatmydaughterdisclosedtome

yesterday,ithurttoknowthatIhavefailed

mychildinworstpossibleway,IfeellikeIamtheworstmother

intheworld,ImeanhowdidImissthe

signs,IamanursewedealwithlittlegirlswhoarerapedandI

knowthesignsbutIfailedtoseethemin

myownchild,shewentthroughthepainaloneforyearsI

cannotbegintoimaginehowbrokenandhurt

shehasbeennotbeingabletotellanyoneaboutit.Ineedto

fightnowmorethanever,Ihavenever

beensodeterminedtodosomethinglikeIamnow,Ifeellikejail

willnotbeenoughforDlaminihe

needstofeelthepainThandiwefeltheneedstoknowhow



powerlessshewas.Igotreadyinthe

afternoonandwenttoseeMotaungathisoffice,Ihavebecome

usedtothisCityitisscary,upongetting

therethereceptiongirlgivesmeatoughtimeuntilImention

thatheshouldtellhimthatSizakale’s

mothersrequeststoseehim,youshouldhaveseenherjumpoff

herseatwalkingmetohisofficehumbleashell.

Her‘’thisishisofficeyoucanknock,itwasniceseeingyou’’she

saysleavingmeconfusedshewasgiving

meattitudenotsolongago

Me‘’thankyou’’shesmilesandwalksaway,Iknockandhe

shoutscomein,Igetinsideandheisbusyon

hislaptop,hestopsandstandsupwhenheseesit’sme

Him‘’Mrs.Dlaminiwhatanicesurprise’’

Me‘’pleasecallmeLungile’’hechucklesandnodsIhavealready

toldhimthim

Him‘’apologies,howareyou?’’

Me‘’notsogood,Ineedyourhelp’’

Him‘’okay,pleasehaveaseat’’Itakeaseatandhefollowssuit



Me‘’Idon’tmeantotakeadvantageofyourkindnessbutIlegal

advice’’

Him‘’isisaboutthedivorceisherefusingtosign”

Me‘’heisrefusingtosignbutthat’snotwhyIamhere,see

yesterdaymyThandiwedisclosedsomething

painfultome,myhusbandhasstartedrapingheratage9till

shewas17years,hetoldhertogetmeto

leavethedivorceissueorhewilltakehertothevillageand

makeherdomywifelyduties’’heclosedhis

eyesandclenchedhisjaws,youcouldseehimboilingwithrange.

Him‘’thatbastard,howcouldhedothattohisownchild’’

Me‘’iaskmyselfthesamething,howdoyougivebirthtoa

childandturnaroundtowantherasa

womantosleepwith,heistwisted,Thandiweisevenafraidof

beingleftaloneinthehousewithhim’’

Him‘’manlikehimmakemybloodboil,theymakemewantto

putthemthroughthesamethingsothey

canfeelthesamepaintheyhaveinflictedonwoman,jailistoo

easyforthem’’

Me‘’Isharethesamesentiments,ifIcouldIwouldmakesure

thathesuffersthesamefateheputmy



childthrough’’helookedatmestraightintheeyesmaybe

thinkingthatIamacrazywoman

Him‘’isthatwhatyoureallywantLungile?’’

Me‘’morethananything,butIguessthatit’sonethingIcannot

havetomakeThandiwefeelbetter’’he

lookedatmeforthelongesttimeandIstartedfeeling

uncomfortable

Him‘’whatifIsaidIcouldmakethathappen,Istillhateyour

husbandforwhatheputSizathroughbut

whathedidtoThandiwemakesmeloathehimevenmore’’my

eyespopbutmyheartrejoices

Me‘’howwillyoudothatMotaung’’Igenuinelywanthimto

sufferlikehedidThandiwe

Him‘’Iknowpeoplewhoknowpeople,Icanmakehissuffer’’I

didn’tevenhavetothinkaboutit

Me‘’thendoit’’

Him‘’takeadayortwotothinkaboutit,runitbyThandiwe,

let’sfindoutwhatkindofjusticeshewants

forherself’’InodintotalagreementIpraysheagreestothis,

thatbastardmustsuffer



Mandla

IgotanunexpectedcallfromVusimyhomeboy,hesounded

worriedoverthephone,ithasbeena

minutesincewehadtimetocatchupandsowhenheasked

thatImeetwithfordrinksafterworkI

didn’thesitatetogathermythingsandmakemywaytohim,he

saidwewillmeetatClubNations,the

sellfoodsowewillkilltwobirdswithonestone,Iarrivethere

andheisnottheyet,Ifindatableand

orderaplatterofbuffalowings,porkchopsboreworseand4

salads,thenIjustorder12corona’sit’sa

weekdaysonoheavystaff.Thefoodarrivesatthesametime

hegetshere.Hecomestothetableandwefeastbump

Me‘’surentwana’’

Him‘’sharpfedebafo’’

Me‘’kusharpntwananocomplains’’

Him‘’youarealifesaverIamfamished,hadthelongestday

ever’’



Me‘’noproblem,Ihavebeingcravingmeatforawhile,Palesa

hasmeonagreendietimagine’’he

laughsandIshakemyhead

Him‘’eishthesewomen’’

Me‘’timewenayouhave2,youareonestrongmotherfucker’’

hedoesn’tlaughbutsighsdeeply

Him‘’actuallyUrielleftme,shesaidIshouldgetmyshit

together,refusestobetheotherwoman’’

Me‘’eishkuroughmos,sowhatareyoudoingtodomanje’’

Him‘’Ilovethatwomanntwana,henceIamgettingmyducksin

arow,Ididn’ttellyouthisbutIbought

ahouseinhernamekodwashedoesn’tknow,itisforustostay

inwhenIfinallytellMercythatIcan’t

keepstringingheralong’’Iwhistle

Me‘’thisisdeepmos,youreallyleavingyourwifeforher,you

Razoridgoingtoroughyouupright’’

Him‘’Idon’tcare,Ican’tlivewithoutUrielanymore,Iam

suffocatingwithhisdaughter’’

Me‘’justdon’tplaywiththatgirlplease’’

Him‘’IpromisedevenSizakelethatIwouldn’tandItendtokeep

mypromiseIamgrowingup’’



Me‘’Sizakele?’’whatdoesthishavetodowithSiza

Him‘’ohsorryIturnsoutmyexmycurrentareveryclose

friends,don’taskanymorequestions’’Ilaugh

thisoneisindeepshitheistangledinsomeseriousstaff

Me‘’Iwillasknoquestionsandbetoldnolies’’helaughs

Him‘’IcalledyouherebecauseIjustboughtatwostudent

accommodations,Ineedyousignfake

papersthatwillsaytheybelongtoyousoIcangetRazoroffmy

trailwhenhetriestobankruptme’’

Me‘’waytogontwana,Iamhappyforyoubafo,nowyouare

workinglikeaman,IlovethisUrielgirl

sheismakingyougrowupyazi’’Ilaugh

Him‘’yeahshemakesmewanttobeabetterman,sowillyou

sign?’’

Me‘’yeahIwillhelpdefinitely’’

Him‘’thankyoupoi,itmeansalottome’’

Me‘’Iamjusthappyyouareacquiringyourownthings’’

Him‘’funnyittookmefallinginlovewithanotherwomanand

herleavingme’’webothlaugh

Me‘’nowthatistruelove’’



Him‘’yeahIguess’’

Me‘’whenareyouplanningtoendthingswithyourwife’’

Him‘’soonasIgetmymoneytoanoffshoreaccount’’Inodhe

hasallthisfiguredoutmustreallylove

Urielforreal,hehasnevercaredaboutanyonelikethis

Me‘’justsaythankyouGodthatyoutwoonlygothitched

traditionallyitwon’tbetoomessy’’

Him‘’yohmfethutellmeaboutit’’

Me‘’thankyouancestorswena’’henodsandwecontinueeating

anddrinking

Thandiwe

MymotherwenttoseeRazorathisofficeIdidn’tgowithher

becauseourlastencounterwasn’t

pleasantIhadtouchedhismostlovetreasure,soImadean

excusesomamacouldgoalone,Ijustcan’t

waitfortocomebackandtellmewhatheadviceustodo,my

fatherhastopayforwhathedidtome,

forKayise’ssakeIwillseethisthroughIwillnotbeintimidated



andsilencedanymore,aknowckonmydoorcamethrough

Ma‘’babyit’smeopen’’Irushtothedoorandopen

Me‘’whatdidhesay,dowehaveachanceincourt’’she

remainedsilentandsatonmybed

Ma‘’babysitdownplease’’Ifeeltearsthreatening

Me‘’hespokeofphysicalevidenceright,hewon’tpayforwhat

hedidtomeright’’Istartedcryingand

shetookmeforahug

Ma‘’shhhbabythatisnotwhathesaiddon’tcry’’Istopandshe

wipesmyyears

Me‘’andthenwhatdidhesaywecando’’shesighs

Ma‘’babyIwantyoutobehonestwithme,whatjusticedoyou

wantforyourself?’’Iwasconfused

Me‘’Ijustwanthimtopayforwhathedid’’

Ma‘’sowouldyouratherhavehimbelockeduporwouldyou

ratherhefeelsthesamepainhecaused

you’’myeyeswidened,

Me‘’Ihavealwaysdreamtofbeatinghimandtellinghimhow

muchhehurtme,Iwanttohearhimbeg



meforforgiveness,Ineedhimtosuffermama’’shenodded

Ma‘’Iwantthattooandthereissomeonewhoiswillingto

makethathappen’’

Me‘’Razor?’’shenods

Ma‘’yeshegaveus2daystothinkaboutit’’Ishookmyheadno

Me‘’thereisnothingtothinkaboutmama,pleasetellhimtogo

aheadwithwhateverhehasplanned

andIwanttobetherethrougheverything’’

Ma‘’areyousure’’

Me‘’Ineedthismama’’shenods

Ma‘’letmecallhimthem’’Ijustattackedmymotherwithahug

Me‘’thankyoukakhulumamathankyou’’Icrysilently

Razor

IwaswithGadafi,wewerediscussingsomethingaboutthe

underworld,heneededsomeadviceonhow

totakecareofacertainproblem,andIdon’tmindforaslongas

Idon’tgetmyhandsdirty,myphone



beepsandIlookatitmywoman’smother.

*shewantsthesamejusticeasus,pleasearrangewiththe

peopleyouknow’’Ismile

Him‘’andthenwhyareyousmilinglikethat’’

Me‘’itisatextfrommymotherinlaw’’

Him‘’SomethingSizashouldbeworriedabout’’Iburstout

laughing

Me‘’fuckyouman’’hechuckles

Him‘’sowhatdoesshewant’’

Me‘’thatfuckerDlamini,didn’tjustdisownmybabyforfalling

pregnantandleavinghertosuffer,he

alsorapedhiseldestdaughterfromshewas9towhenshewas

17’’

Him‘’thatsonofabitch’’

Me‘’weneedtoteachhimalessonhewillneverforgetina

hurry’’

Him‘’areyousayingwhatIthinkyousaying’’heaskssmiling

Me‘’yesIamplaneverything,Iwantittohappenin3days’’



Him‘’consideritdonebrother’’hestandsupandgulpshisdrink

andwalksoutwhistling,Gadafihasa

seriousproblemwithRapists,hewitnessedhissisterbeing

rapedbyoneofourenemies,theyrestrained

himsohecouldn’tdoanything,buttheyalllivedtoregretit

Sizakele

Igothometiredashellthehospitalwasbusytoday,surgeries

leftrightandcenter,weoperated,okayI

justwatched,whentheneurosurgeonremovednailsfroma

man’shead,hefellfromtheroomandhit

thisheadonthenailgunandtheworsthappened,theywere

redecoratingforChristmas,wemanaged

toremovethenailsfromhisbrainbuttheyaffectedhisoptic

nerve,heisblindnow,Iwassoemotional

butIquicklycomposedmyself.Ipackandwalkinandmeetwith

Gadafileavingheiswhistling

Him‘’ohmybrothersfirstlady’’



Me‘’heymyman’sbrother’’helaughs

Him‘’helloandgoodbye’’heexitsandIlaugh,Iwalkstraightto

Mo’sstudyandfindhimlookingon

somefile,Istandbythedoorandfoldmyarmsadmiringthis

finespecieinfrontofme,henoticesme

afterlikeaminuteandhesmilesexposingthosedimples,Ijust

blush

Him‘’getyoursexyassoverhere’’Igiggleandgotohim

Me‘’heyloverImissedyou’’Isaysittingonhislapandkisshim

Him‘’Imissedyoutoo,couldn’tgetholdofyouonthephone’’

Me‘’IamsorrybabyIwasinsurgeryitwasthelongest’’henods

Him‘’itsokayloveIunderstand.Youareherenow’’hehugsme

sotightandIfeelsafeheishome

Me‘’Iloveyou’’heletsgoandlooksatmewiththosesparkling

blackeyes

Him‘’andIloveyoumorethanlifeitself’’Ikisshim

Him‘’Ihavesomethingtotellyou’’Igetsseriousandworryruns

throughme

Me‘’what’swrong’’

Him‘’yourmothercametoseeme’’



Me‘’whyissheokay,isitmyfather’’hesighsandtellmethe

mostshockingthingeverbythetimehe

stopsIamintearswithmyhandonmymouth

Him‘’Iamsosorrybaby’’

Me‘’Ican’tevenbegintothinkhowThandiwefeltallthistime,

leavingwiththatmonsterohmyfather

willrotinhellforallhehasdone’’hehugsme

Him‘’theyaskmetodosomethingforthem,itisnotlegal’’Ilet

goquickly

Me‘’youarenotkillinghimhisbloodwillnotbeonyourhands

babyplease’’shesighs

Him‘’Iwon’tdothat,Gadafiwillplansomethingtoteachhima

lessontoputhimthroughwhatheput

yoursisterthrough’’Isighinreliefandnod

Me‘’goaheadwithitbaby,hedeservesitheisamonsterandhe

mustfeeleveryounceofpainhehas

putThandiwethrough’’hekissesme

Him‘’Iwilltorturehimforallheeverdidtoyouandplease

don’tstopme’’Ikisshim

Me‘’Iwon’t’’



Him‘’IloveyouSoft’’

Me‘’Iknowmylove’’weshareakiss

Him‘’let’sgotakeashower,Iamcookingforyoutonight’’I

smile

Me‘’mmhhsoundsgood’’

Him‘’whatdoyoufeellikehaving?’’

Me‘’surprisemeMr.Motaung’’

Him‘’yesma’am’’westandupandwalkupstairshandinhand

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare,participationis

everything

Siza’stribulations

Chapter63(notedited)

Narrated

Onthe3rddayGadafisendhismantobeonMadodaDlamini’s

trail,todaywasthedayhewillpayforhis

sinsandhedidn’thaveanyideaofwhatwasabouttohappento



him,tohimitwasjustanothernormal

daywherehewaskingofhiscastlethemanontopoftheworld

whofearednoone,littledidheknow

hewasabouttomeethismatch,thedevilmoreevilthan

himself,todayhewillregreteverlookingat

littlegirlsandseeingwomanfitenoughtogracehismen.Itwas

aFridayafternoonandhedecidedto

takeawalkaroundtheneighborhoodandjustbreathandthink,

hewasdeepinhisthoughtswhile

strollingwhenaToyotaquantumwithnoregistrationstopped

infrontofhimandtwomenquicklygot

offandwentstraighttohim,hesawwhatwasabouttohappen

ashetriedtorunbuthewastooslow

becausethemangrabbedhimandinjectedhimwithasedative

thatwillknockhimoutforafewhours

andwhenhewakesuphewillbeinhellwaitingtofeelthefire

speciallypreparedforhim.Thetaxidrove

offandmadeitswaytoGadaffi’swarehouseinthemiddleof

nowhere,thisisasecretlocationwherehe

dealshisillegalbusinesses.Thequantumarrivedandparked

insideandthemantookoutMadodaand



Gadafitoldthemtorestrainhimonthechairwhiletheywaitfor

himtowakeup,everyonewasalready

there,ThandiwewasholdinghandswithhermotherwhileSiza

washeldtightlyinMolemo’sarms,

Gadafiwasstandingwiththegroupofmen.Theywereall

lookingathimanxiousforhistowakeandjust

ontimehestatedtryingtoopenhiseyeswhichwereheavy

fromsleep.

MadodaDlamini

ItriedopeningmyeyesbuttheywereheavyallIwantedtodo

wassleepbutIquicklyrememberedthat

Ihadbeenkidnappedbythoseboys,theydon’tknowwhothey

aremessingwith,mysoninlawwilldeal

withthemandIwilltellhimtoshownomercyonthem,how

darethey,Ilookaroundandmyvisionis

blurryItrytomovemyarmsbuttheyarerestrainedonmyback

fromthechair.Ifinallygetaclearvision

andIseeagroupofmenstandingbeforeme,theyarereally

scarytattoosalloverevenontheirfaces.I



getscaredbutdecidenotshowittothem.Oneofthemspeaks

helooksliketheboss

Him‘’andfinallysleepingbeautyisawake’’

Me‘’ifIwereyouIwouldbecareful,doyouknowwhoIamwho

mysoninlawis?’’theyalllaugh

Him‘’SizweDlomoisyoursoninlawbeautyandunfortunately

wearenotscaredofhimnotonebit’’I

starttoreallypanicnow

Me‘’whatisitthatyouwantfrommeyouevilmen’’

Him‘’ohlookatthepotpaintingthekettleblack’’helaughs

Me‘’whoareyou’’

Him‘’Iamyourworstnightmare,Iamabouttounleashgreat

eviluponyouohIhopeyouareready’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwantfromme,Idon’tknowyou’’

Him‘’ohbutweknowDlamini,weknowyou’’myheartis

beatingsofastIamscaredsoscared

Me‘’pleaseSirwhatdidIdo,Iamsurewhateveritiswecan

workitoutpleaseIbegyou’’

Him‘’youbedsoearlyJesusyouaresuchafuckingcoward



Dlamini,notevengoingtotryandfight’’

Me‘’pleaseatleasttellmewhatiswrong’’

Him‘’okaythenwithoutfurtherwastingtimeletthecourtbein

session,presidingofficerGadafiwillbe

listeninonthismatterandcollectingeverypieceofevidence

thoughyouarealreadyfoundguilty’’Ifeel

tearsthreatening,whoisthisman,Ihaveneverseenhiminmy

lifeeverbeforesowhatwrongcouldIhavepossiblydonetohim

Him‘’Razorblade’’hecalledforsomeoneandasecondlater

Sizakeleandthatmenwalkinholding

hands,themanisinanexpensivesuitbutthelookonhisfaceis

enoughtomakemescared

Me‘’Sizakelesoyouaretheonebehindthis,youcalledthismen

toholdmedownlikeadog,whyare

youdoingthis’’themanheiswithnarrowedhiseyesand

walkedtome

Razor‘’don’tyoudaretalktoher,don’tevenlookinher

directioncozIwillsnapyournecklikeatwig’’

thishastobetheoldrichmanThandiwesaidshewassleeping

with,Ifeltmybloodboilseeingthemen

whoishavingwhatbelongstome,Ispitonhisshoesandhe



laughs

Me‘’youaredoingthisbecauseofthathoe,sheisnotas

innocentasshelooks,shewasavillagehoe

whoseducedmeandwhenIturnedherdownshewenttoget

herselfpregnanttospitemeandI

disownedherasshethreatenedtotellmywifethatthechild

shewascarryingwasmine,sheisthedevil

herself,shewilldestroyherbecareful’’Isaidtryingtosave

myself,Ifeltapunchonmyfacefollowedby

acouplemoretillshedecidedtostop

Siza‘’babypleasestop,heisalowlifewhowillsayanythingto

savehisownass,youarepathetic

Dlaminiandyoudeservetorotinhellforalltheevilyouhave

evercommitted’’shesay’swipingher

tears

Me‘’youarealiaranditisamatteroftimetillthisgentlemen

seesyouforwhatyoureallyare’’

Razor‘’ifyouthinkIambuyingthisbullshityouaretryingto

sellmethenyouarenotonlyafucken

pedophileyouarealsoafool’’theyalllaughedandhetook

Sizakeleandheldherinhisarmswhileshe



cries.Theonethatstartedallofthisspokeagain

Him‘’okayIguessweshouldcallthepersonwhothismeetingis

seekingjustice’’whatdoeshemeanI

thoughtthiswasaboutSiza,mywifeanddaughterappeared

andtheyweregivingmeanevillook

Me‘’Thandikababawhatisgoingonherentombiyami’’her

tearsfell,ohshitohnononoIhopeshe

didn’ttellonmeohnkosiyam

Thandiwe‘’don’tyoudaretalktomeyoufilthyoldman’’ohshe

didtellhermother

Me‘’nkosikazi,whatisallofthis,whyareyoupeopledoingthis

tome’’

Razor‘’Thandiweyoudon’thavetoanswerthat’’

Me‘’stayoutofthis,itisbetweenmeandmydaughter’’I

shouted

Me‘’ntombiyamidon’tletthempoisonyouagainstme,you

knowIloveyouandtheyarejealous

becauseyouaremyfavorite,theycouldn’ttakecareofmethe

wayyoudidandthatiskillingthem

hencetheywanttotakeyouawayfromme’’sheletgoofher

mother’shandandcametome



Thandiwe‘’kodwawhybaba,whydidyourapeme,Iwasachild,

yourownfleshandblood,youwere

supposetotakecareofmeprotectmeandloveme,notviolate

methewayyoudid’’

Me‘’itwashowitwassupposetoberememberallthatItold

you’’shelaughedwhilecrying

Thandiwe‘’youaremoresickerthanIthought’’shestepped

awayandwenttotakethecricketbetfrom

oneoftheguys

Thandiwe‘’youareasickman,youdeserveallthepainyouare

abouttofeeltodayandIwillberejoicing

hearingyoubegandtrustmeyouwillbeg,likeIdidwhenIwas

9yearsoldandyougaggedmewithmy

ownunderwear’’shegotinfrontofmeandstartedhittingmy

kneeswiththecricketbet

Thandiwe‘’thisisforallthosetimeIbeggedyoutostopand

youkeptonmoaningtellingmehowniceI

feel’’Iscreaminpain,shekeptohhittingmeandhittingme

whilecryingshedidn’thitmeanywhere

elsejustonmykneesandthepainwasnothingIhaveeverfelt

beforeshecontinueduntilIcouldn’ttake



itanymorethepainwasintense,Icouldn’tholdmytearsin

anymore

Me‘’Thandiwepleasestop,IamsorryIamreallysorryforallI

everdidtoyou’’asifshewaswaitingto

hearmeapologise,shedroppeddownandcriedsoloudandher

motherhurriedtohersideandhelped

herupthentheywenttoseatonthecouchbythewall,Iwasin

somuchpain,Icouldn’tevenholdmy

tearsin.

Gadafi‘’nowthatshehasgottenitoutofhersystemitistime

tohavesomefun,youwillregretever

lookingatyourchildrenandseeingwoman,youwillregretnot

hearingherwhenshescreamedand

beggedyoutostop,youwilltakeitlikeshetookandyouwill

takeitlikeabigboythatyouare’’he

lookedatthegroupofmenabout15ofthemofthem

Him‘’youseemostofthesemenIjustbrokethemoutofprison

foracoupleofhours,theyhaven’thad

sexinaverylongtimeandthefactthatyouareavirgininthe

assdrivesthemcrazy’’whatnonoallof

thesemenaregoingtorapeme,Iletoutacryofagony



Me‘’Thandiwemybabypleasemybabydon’tletthemdothisto

meIambeggingyoupleasentombi

yami’’shejustignoredandnoddedattheleader

Him‘’okayboy’s,MadodaDlaminihasbeenfoundguiltyand

sentencedtobeingfuckedby16mentill

hepassesoutandwewilldiscusswhatotherpunishmentsare

suitableforhisdisgustingself,boy’syou

maynowfeastonyourmeal’’Icriedbeggingandbeggingand

beggingthemtostopbuttheydidn’thear

me,theypinnedmedownwhiletheytaketurnswithme,my

anuswasburningandthepainIwas

feelingwasnothingclosetowhatIknow,itwasunbearable,by

thetimethe8thmanwasrapingmeI

wastiredsotiredIcouldn’tevenbegthemanymore,Iwasinso

muchexcruciatingpainallIcoulddo

wascrysilently,IwashopingtopassoutbutIcouldn’tIkept

prayingsilentlytoGodtokillmedeadthis

instance,Icouldn’ttakethisanylonger,Iwaslookingat

Thandiweandmywifeandtheywerenoteven

flinchingatwhatthesemenweredoingtome,mycriesdidn’t

affectthematall,myeyessearchedfor



Sizakeleandthemanwasholdingherheadtohischesthiding

thescenefromherbuthewaslooking

andnotfeelingathing.Someofthesemenforcedmetosuck

theirpenisesandtoalsoswallowtheir

sperm,itwasalltoomuch,Ihaveneverbeensohumiliatedin

mylifeIfeltdisgustedanddegraded.

HourswentbyandtheyfinallyfinishandIwaslayingonthe

mattresscryingsilentlymybodyfailingme,

Iwasmorethantiredbutmybodydidn’tgrantmethegiftof

shuttingdown.Themainwaseating

throughme.

Him‘’ohwellthankyouboysforyourservices,jobwelldone,

pleasegototheofficeandgetyour

incentives,theguardswillescortyoubacktoprisonandIwill

makesurethatyoulivelikekingsinthere’’

theyallthankhimandgo.IamleftwithThandiwe,Siza,mywife

andthesemen.

Razor‘’babytheyaredonenowyoucanlook’’sheshookher

headno

Him‘’Thandiwe,areyouokayistheresomethingmoreyouwant

ustodotohim’’



Thandiwe‘’nothankyouverymuch;youdidmorethatyoucan

imagine.Iamgrateful’’Isighinrelieve

Lungile‘’Ido,Iwantsomethingmoretobedonetohim’’Ilook

atherandsheissocold

Razor‘’anythingwewillmakeithappen’’

Him‘’yesjustnameitandconsideritdone’’

Lungile‘’killhimhedoesn’tdeservetolive’’myheartbreaksand

Ilookatherwithpleadingeyes

Him‘’yourwishismycommand’’hepulledoutagunand

pointeditatme

Razor‘’brotherwait,itistoosoon,hehasn’tfeltthepain,letit

eatthroughhimaffecthim

psychologically,rightnowheisinsomuchpaindeathiswhat

heiswishingforandwearenothereto

granthimanythinghisheartdesires,wewillkeephimhereand

starvehimlikehedidn’tcarewhenmy

babywasstarvingallalonewithherdaughter,wewilltorture

himlikehedidn’tcarewhenthatold

womanabusedthemandwhenheisbrokenyoucankillhimI

won’tstop,Iwanthimhangedfromthe

ceilingwithhislegsbeathimateveryhourandelectrifyhimif



thatdoesn’tkillhimthenputabulletin

hishead’’

Him‘’IhearyoubrotherandIwillcarryoutyourduties,Lungile

isthatokaywithyouandThandiwe?’’

theybothnodandIjustcrydefeatedwhydon’ttheyjustkillme

now.

Razor‘’verywellthenbrother,IamdrivingThandiweand

Lungiletotheirplace,thentakemybaby

home,sheisnotokay’’

Him‘’sharpIwillcallyoulater’’theywalkoutandtheguysthat

kidnappedmehangedmefromthe

ceilingwithmylegsandthankGodIfinallypassout.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers,canIask

foradayofftomorrowIamtired

Siza’stribulations

Chapter64(notedited)

Razor



Ifeelsobadforexposingmywomantowhatweplannedon

Dlamini,everafterthatnightshehasn’t

beenherself,shehasnightmaresandshewakesupcryingevery

time,ithurtsmetomysoulthatIhad

toexposehertothathorror,idon’tregretwhatwedidtothat

pieceofshitIamjustsorryformaking

herwitnessit,Ishouldhaveknownbetter,eventhoughshe

hatedhimSizakelehasthemostbeautiful

hearteverandnomatterhowmuchyouwrongshedoesn’t

wantyoutohurtandshewillfeelbadeither

way,sheneverregardsanyoneasherenemy,thiswholething

hasaffectedhergreatlythatIcalledthe

hospitalandaskedthechieftogiveherafewdays.Shehas

beensleepingcozshedidn’thaveagreat

nightatall,Imadeherfoodandkeptitinthemicrowave,Ifall

thismoneycouldbuymetheopportunity

toturnbackthehandsoftimesoIcanrefusehergoingto

warehouse,ithasbeentwodaysandmy

bubblybabyisgonereplacedbythisscaredwomanIcan’t

recognize,evensoIwillhelphergobackto

beingherself.IloveSoftmorethanwordscaneverexplain,she



isthecenterofmyuniverseandmy

worldbeginsandendswithher,soseeingherlikethisisreally

notnice.Shewalksinthekitchen,with

nothingbutmyt-shirt,shelooksbesidesherselfandIsighand

approachher,asifshewaswaitingonme

shehurriedtomeandIjustheldherinmyarmstightandlet

hercry

Me‘’Iamsosorrymylove,Ireallyam,forgivemepleaseI

shouldn’thaveletyougothereratolaka’’

Her‘’babyeachtimeIamaloneallIhearishiscriesand

screamsitisalltoomuch’’

Me‘’IknowmyloveIknowandIamsorry’’

Her‘’itisnotyourfaultlove,IknewwhatIwasgettingmyself

into,Iwantedtoseehimsufferforallhe

hasdonetome,mymotherandmostlymysister’’

Me‘’Itotallyunderstand,butIshouldhaveexplainedwhatyou

shouldexpectatleastprepareyou

mentally,youcouldhaveknownwhatyouarewalkinginto’’

Her‘’Idon’tknowwhyIamcryingforthatman,hewasa

monsterandhedidn’tcareaboutanyonebut



himself,IhatethatIamsheddingatearforhim’’

Me‘’youhaveabeautifulheartbaby,thenameSoftmighthave

startedsexuallybutitentirelyso,Icall

youthatbecauseofyoursoftheart,kaSesothorerepeloyahao

ebonoloyajeha(yourheartissosoft

onecouldeatit)whichmeansyouhavesuchabeautifulheart

andnomatterthepersonor

circumstancesyoualwaysempathizeevenwiththosethatdon’t

deserveit.Itisactuallyoneofthe

thingsIloveaboutyoubaby.Pleasedon’tchangewhoyouare

butdon’thurtmorethanyouneedtofor

thatmonster,IamsureGodwillalsounderstand’’shesmiles

Her‘’youarerightbaby,Ihavecriedenoughforthatmanandit

stopsnow,hehasnoholdovermylife

anymore’’Ikissherforehead

Me‘’canImakearequestplease’’shenods

Her‘’okaymylovewhatisit’’

Me‘’pleasegoandseethetherapistplease’’

Her‘’Iwasactuallygoingtogiveheracalltodayandaskherto

squeezemein’’Isighinrelive



Me‘’ohthankyoubaby,letmefeedyouplease,youhaven’t

beeneatingSoftplease’’shesmilesand

nodsIattempttowalkawaybutsheholdsmyarm

Her‘’Mobaby’’Ilookather

Me‘’yesmylove’’

Her‘’thankyouforwhatyoudidformysisterandIloveyouso

muchokay’’Iblush

Me‘’IloveyouSoftandIwoulddoeverythingforyouandyour

family’’

Her‘’andforthatIwillforeverbegratefultoyousthandwa

sami’’

Me‘’yesmyZuluQueen’’shesmilesandIgogetherfoodwhile

shecallsthepsychologist.

LungileMthethwa

Ihaveneverinmylifebeenatsuchahappyplace,Ifeelfreeand

happy,andtomysurpriseIhavebeen

sleepinglikeababysinceallofthathappened,Idon’tevenfeel

badforaskingthemtokillthatanimal,I



haven’theardanythingfromSizakele,Ihavebeentryingtocall

herbutshedoesn’tanswershejusttexts

mebackandsayshewillseemesoon,whenwepartedwaysshe

wasn’tokayIhopethisdoesn’tscarmy

baby,shehasalwayshadabeautifulheartandshedoesn’twant

tohurtpeoplenomatterhowbadly

theytreathersheisjustabeautifulsoul.Iaminthekitchen

sterilizingKayise’sbottles,andshewalkedinwithhermother.

Her‘’heymother’’hesayswithasmile

Me‘’someoneisinagoodmoodIsee’’shelaughs

Her‘’lifeisgoodmom,Ihavealottobethankfulfor’’Igiveher

alookandshelaughs

Me‘’areyoureallyokayThandiwe’’shesighs

Her‘’totellyouthetruthma,Iamhappytohavefinallyspoke

out,IamgratefultoRazorandGadafifor

helpingus,babagotexactlywhathedeservedandIdon’tpity

himnotevenalittlebit’’

Me‘’IknowI’veaskedyouthisamilliontimesbuthowareyou

sleepingatnight,anynigtmares’’

Her‘’beforeFridayIusedtohavenightmaresbutnowI



honestlyspeakingmamaIsleeplikeababy,I

swearmysoulisatpeace,Ifeelnoguiltforbabaatallatall’’I

nodunderstandingwhatsheissaying

Me‘’whatdidyousaytoyourhusband’’

Her‘’Ijusttoldhimthathedecidedtogotothevillageforafew

days’’

Me‘’youdidgoodbaby’’wearedisturbedbythedoorbell,

Thandiwegoestoopenandcomesback

withMotaung,butheisaloneIfeelalittledisappointed

Him‘’Lungilehowareyou’’

Me‘’Iamveryfinethankshowareyou?’’

Him‘’Iamwellthanks,howhaveyouladiesbeen’’

Her‘’weareperfect,IwanttothankyouonceagainRazor,you

don’tunderstandthefreedomyouhave

givenmefromwhatyoudidtohim’’

Me‘’yesMotaungthankyouverymuch’’hesmiles

Him‘’don’tworryaboutit,Iwasalsodoingthisformybaby’’I

smilethismanlovesmydaughter

Me‘’speakingofwhich,howisshe,whydidn’tshecomewith

you’’



Him‘’shehasn’tbeencopingatall,butthismorningshedecided

togoandseeherpsychologist,shewill

beokay,shehassurvivedmuchworse,mybabyisstrong’’I

smile

Me‘’pleaselookoutforher’’hesmiles

Him‘’thatisoneofmylife’smissionLungile.ListenIjustcame

tocheckuponyouIneedtogobackand

pickherup,Ididn’twantherdriving’’

Me‘’okaytellherIloveherokay’’henods

Her‘’andpleaseupdateusonwhenyouplanningtoimplement

thefinalpartoftheplan’’

Him‘’IwillaskGadafiandgetbacktoyou’’wesayourgoodbyes

andheleaves

Me‘’ohhereallylovesSizakele’’

Her‘’itisevidentinthewayhiseyessparkleatthementionof

hername’’

Me‘’youshouldseetheminthesameroom,youcanfeeltheir

love’’shenodsandIsighitistimeto

addresstheelephantintheroom

Me‘’doyouthinkyouwillevermendyourrelationshipwith

Sizakele’’sherubshereforehead



Her‘’mamaIdon’tthinkshewilleverfinditinherhearttoput

allIdidpasther,ImeanIusedtorejoice

whenshewasstruggling,Ihatedherforsomethingthatwas

neverherfault,Ineededsomeoneto

blameandshewastheeasiesttargettochannelmyangerat’’I

takeherhand

Me‘’justtalktoherbaby,sheissuchalovelyandunderstanding

soul’’shenods,Ihopetheyfixthings

MadodaDlamini

Ihaveneverfeltsomuchpaininmylife,Igetwhippedevery

hourandelectrifiedandthengivean

injectionofadrenalinesoIdon’tpassout,thesepeopleare

heartless,howcantheypossiblydothisto

anotherhumanbeing,IjustwishtheycanjusthaveMercyon

mysoul,Iwasleftwiththeleaderwho

theyallrefertoasG,thatmanhasnosoul,hedoesn’teven

wasteaminutetocomeandtortureme.he

walksinagainbutIknowithasn’tanhouryet,hecan’tbehere

topunishmeagain,Ijustcry



Me‘’pleasepleasedon’tdothis,IhavelearnedmylessonI

swear’’

Him‘’youaresuchapussyman’’

Me‘’pleaseletmego,Iwillgiveyouallmylife’ssavingsIswear’’

helaughs

Him‘’howmucharewetalkingabouthere’’Ifeelapinchof

relief

Me‘’aboutR250000’’helaughssohardIfeellikeafool

Him‘’motherfuckerthatisthepriceofapairofshoes’’what

howcouldaquarterofamillionbeaprice

ofshoes

Me‘’okayokay,Iwillapplyformypensionfund,itiswellovera

millionrands’’heshakeshishead

Him‘’IhavesomuchmoneyIdon’tevenknowwhotoleaveitto

whenIdiesonahIwillpassonthe

peanutsyouareofferingme,Lungilewillmakeuseofittobury

you’’Isighindefeat

Me‘’sirpleasehavemercyonmeIbegyouplease’’hejust

drinksfromhisglassbythesmellofthe

contentitiscognac

Him‘’preparetheboyswillbackinabout25minutes’’heleaves



andIjustcry,LordIrepenthavemercy

onmeIamyourchildpleasegrantmedeathplease

Fiona

ItistimeImakeanappearancetomyyoungestdaughterOlivia;

Ineedtomakeamends,Ineedherto

forgivemebeforeIcanstriketheirfather,thatmanhastopay

forevertryingtopayGodwithmylife,I

wanteverythingheownsandIwillgetandhavemychildrenas

wellwhilehesuffersbroke,thatmanis

acoldheartedbastardandIwillmakesurethathesuffersfor

everythingbadhehaseverdone.My

daughtergetsinsideandIknowherhusbandhasleftthehouse

Me‘’heybaby,hasheleftyet?’’

Her‘’yeshedroveout’’Inod

Me‘’IthinkitistimeIgoseeyoursister,pleasetakemetoher

tomorrow’’shesighs

Her‘’areyousuremama,thismightbackfire’’Imentallyrollmy



eyes

Me‘’IhavethisfiguredoutMookiedon’tstressyourselfplease’’

Her‘’ifyousaysothen,Iwilltakeyou’’

Me‘’thankyoumybaby’’

Her‘’Ijusthopewedon’tgetondaddy’sbadsidemommy,let

thisbecivilplease’’ifyouknewmyplans

mybaby,butitwillbenefitusall

Me‘’don’tworrymyloveeverythingwillworkoutfine,your

fatherwillseethatIamnotathreat’’

Her‘’IhopesoIjustwantustobeafamilyagain’’

Me‘’Iwantthattoo,andIbelievewecangetthatagain’’

Her‘’justlikeoldtimes,Ihavemissedbeinginawarmloving

home’’

Me‘’IwillworktirelesslytogiveyouandyoursisterthatagainI

promise’’

Her‘’justpromisemethatthefirstthingyouwilldoisconvince

daddytoforgetthisthingofmegoing

backtoschoolorstartingabusiness’’

Me‘’consideritdone’’shesmilesandhugsme

Her‘’thankyoumommy,comelet’sgodownstairsandhavea



drink’’Itakeherhandandwewalkout

Pleasecomment,reactandshare.ItriedguysandIamtiredyoh.

Youdidn'tapproveofmyleavesoMondayIamgivingmyselfa

breakplusiamwriting.Havealovelyweekend.Iwillseeyou

Tuesday.LoveY'all

Siza’stribulations

Chapter65(notedited)

Mercy

IamreallyscaredofwhatmighthappentodaywithOliviaand

mymother,mysisterhasbeenthrougha

lotandithastakenhereverythingtobeokay,eventhoughshe

smilesandallIknowthatshestillhas

herdarkdaysbutshemanagestofighttroughandliveanother

day,soitisworryingcozshemightbe

drawnbacktothedarknessshewasinbackthenandIwould

hatetoseeherlikethat,Iamreally



questioningmyselfandthedecisiontohelpmymothergoand

seeher,Ijusthopeshewillbeableto

dealwiththisheadon,mymotherappearsfromtheupstairs,

shesmilesatmebutIdon’treturnitso

shenarrowshereyesandhurriestome.

Her‘’Mookiewhatiswrongmybaby’’

Me‘’Iamreallyworriedmom’’shesighs

Her‘’talktome’’

Me‘’mommyIknowyoucanstillrememberhowdifficultitwas

forOliviatoconnecttopeopleandhow

shewasdepressedandwedidn’tevenknowwhatcouldhave

causedit.ShefoundsolaceinJabuand

youtookthatawayfromher,whatdoyouthinkwillhappenif

sheseesyou’’

Her‘’Idon’tknowMercy,andIamreallysorryforwhatIput

Oliviathrough,Iwanttomakeamendsand

startlivingmylifewiththebothofyou,Iwillliveeachday

tryingtomakerightbyher’’

Me‘’Idon’tmom’’shesighs



Her‘’MercywhatwouldyouratherIdo,gobacktowhereI

crawledoutfromandwepretendthatIam

stillalive?’’

Me‘’ofcoursenotma,it’sjustthatIamworriedaboutmy

sister’’

Her‘’IknowthatbutIneedtoreachouttohermakethings

rightagainandbeamothertoyouboth’’

Me‘’Iunderstandthat’’

Her‘’youknowwhatIthinkIshouldgopackmybagsandleave

itisclearthatyoudon’twanttohelpme

rebuildmylife’’

Me‘’nononomommyIamsorrythatitseemssobutitisn’t,

myonlyworryishowsheisgoingtotake

thiswholething’’

Her‘’IunderstandhenceIwillleaveandnevercomeback’’

Me‘’pleasedon’tleave,Iwillhelpyou’’

Her‘’areyousure’’

Me‘’Ican’tloseyouagainplease’’

Her‘’thankyouMookiemommywillforeverbegratefultoyou’’

Me‘’justaslongasyouwillstickaround’’



Her‘’IpromiseIwill’’shekissesmyforehead

Me‘’IloveyouFiona’’

Her‘’andIloveyoutoomyprincess’’

Me‘’okaylet’sgetgoingthen’’

Her‘’okaygrabyourbagthen’’Iquicklygotmybagfromthe

loungeandwewenttomycaranddrove

toBraamfontein,Idon’twanttolieIamreallynotsureabout

allofthis,Oliviamightevenhatemeand

thatisthescariestpart,Ipraydeepdownthattheywouldbe

abletositdownandtalkandwork

somethingsowecanworkongettingdaddybackandwecanbe

afamilyagain.Thedriveissilent,my

motherislookingoutsidelostinherthoughts,Iletherbe

maybesheisreplayingthememoriesofthepast.

Thandiwe

Ithinksomethingiswrongwithme,afterIexperiencedmy

fatherwentthroughwiththatgroupofmen

atthewarehousewasn’tIexpectedtohavenightmaresand



haveguilteatthroughme?Ishouldbein

needoftherapybutwithmethatisnotthecase,Isleepbetter

atnightandIamabitmorehappy

knowingthatfinallymyfatherpaidforallhedidtous,heisa

monsterandforthatIdon’tevenfeelan

ounceofguilt,andGodknowsIjustwanttogetacallfrom

Gadafitellingmethatfuckerisdeadandhe

willneverbreatheanotherairoffreshair.Ipersonallybelieve

thatwhathappenedtohimiswhatshould

happentoeveryotherrapist;thesemenmustknowhowitfeels

tobepowerlesswhileyoubegforthem

tostopbutneverdo.Iwaswithmychildren,theywereboth

takingtheirafternoonnap,andthey

neededithonestlytheyhavebeentroublingmesincemorning,

mymotherwenttolookataffordable

housesaroundJoburg,afterweburythatoldmansheis

movingherepermanently,Iamhonestlyhappy

withthedecisionshetook.Myhusbandwalksinholdingsome

files

Me‘’heybaby’’helooksupandseesourkidssleeping



Him‘’hey,whathappenedforthemtosleepatthesametime’’I

smile

Me‘’theyhadahecticmorning,theyarejustahandfulreally’’he

laughs

Him‘’Kayiseisbecomingnaughty’’

Me‘’tellmeaboutithun’’

Him‘’Iwasmeaningtoask,whendidyoulastspeaktoyour

dad’’

Me‘’Ithinkitwas2daysago,why?’’Ianswertryingtoactas

normalaspossiblesoIdon’tgiveanything

away

Him‘’Itriedtocallhimbuthisphonetakesmestraightto

voicemailsinceyesterday’’

Me‘’IswearIheardhimtalktomymotheryesterdayIwillask

herwhenshereturns’’

Him‘’whereisshe?’’

Me‘’shewenttoseeSizakele’’Ilieaboutmymother’s

whereabouts

Him‘’ohokay,IshouldgoIhaveameetinginanhour’’Inod

Me‘’okaythenIwilltrycallhimandtellhimtogetbacktoyou

soon’’



Him‘’pleaselovethereisaproblemattheplantationIneeded

himtogocheckitout,butifhedoesn’t

switchonhisphoneIwillhavetogodowntothevillagemyself’’

ohnothisisnothappeningno

Me‘’don’tworryloveIwillcalltheneighborsorthepalaceto

findhim’’hekissesmeonthelips

Him‘’youareastar,wantmetogetyouanythingonmyway

home’’

Me‘’Idon’tfeellikecookingsopleasepassbytheclubandget

usthoseribs,buffalowingsandchips’’

Him‘’yesma’am,Iwillbebackaround7okay’’

Me‘’okaybabe,gobeforeyouarelate’’hesmiles

Him‘’kissmykidsformewhentheywakeupandtellthem

daddylovethem,andIloveyoumaTha’’

Me‘’IwillandIloveyoutoobabe’’hewalksoutandIquickly

takemyphoneandstandbythewindow

toseehimdriveoff.WhenthecarleavesIdialGadafiwho

answersat3rdring

Him‘’Thandiwe’’hesays

Me‘’hi,Ijustwantedtotellyouthatwearegoingtohaveto

finishthatoldmansooncozmyhusbandis



askingalotofquestionsheevenwantstogotothevillage

then’’hecutsmeoff

Him‘’Igetthepicture,wewillplanonhowtokillhimandmake

itlooklikeanaccidentorsomething’’

Me‘’okayyouwillgetbacktomeandmymother’’

Him‘’definitely,inthemeantimejustactnormalokay’’

Me‘’Iamtrying’’

Him‘’okaycoolthen’’

Me‘’Gadafiwait’’

Him‘’yeswhat’swrong’’

Me‘’thankyouverymuchfordoingthisforus’’Isaythenhang

upbeforehecananswerme

Razor

IdecidedtogoseeGadafiatthewarehouse,plusIwanttosee

thatfilthyoldmanandhowhehasbeen

takingallthetorture,Iwanttodealwithhimmyselfonbehalf

ofSoftbutIpromisedtoliterallykeepmy

handsfreeofhisblood.Ihadtogotomyhousetodropmycar



offandgetoneofmyboystowaitfor

mewithanunsubcaratthemallthenIUbertothemall,our

personcarscan’tbeseenatthatplacein

casewearebeingfollowed,andIchangedintomyblacksweat

pantsandblackhoodythenmyblack

Balenciagasneakers.Ilooklikeafuckencriminalrightnow.Iget

tothemallandgototheunderground

parkingandmyboyiswaiting.Igetinthecarandgreethim,

andthenhedrivesustothewarehouse.He

getsinandwegoinside,IfindGadafieatingtheplatefromthe

rank,Itisjustpapkanamayahlooho.Ijoinhim

Him‘’aifotsekmanRazor,youdidn’tevenwashyourhandsand

youwereplayingwithyourdick’’Iburst

outlaughingandshakemyhead

Me‘’youaretheonewhodoestheplayingwiththepiplet’’he

laughs

Him‘’mydick?Piplet?’’welaugh

Me‘’yesyoursbrother’’

Him‘’youoncewalkedinonmefuckingandyouheardhowthat

girlwasscreaming’’



Me‘’don’tbestupid,don’tyouknowshewasjustfeedingyour

egosoyoucangivehermoremoney’’

Him‘’mxm,showmeyourdickandIwillshowyouminethenwe

willseewhohasapiplet’’Ilaugh

Me‘’wahlanya(youarecrazy)Iamnotdoingthatshitwithyou,

mydickisforSiza’seyesonly’’

Him‘’youchickenedoutmeaningyouaretheonewithapiplet’’

heshowsmehispickyfingerIlaugh

Me‘’mxm.Howisthatoldman’’hesighsanddrinkswaterthen

wipeshishands

Him‘’Thandiwecalled,herhusbandwantstogotothevillage

andhewillseethatoldmanisn’tthere,

wearegoingtohavetotakehimoutsoon’’

Me‘’thenwehavetogethimtothevillageandmakesurethat

hisclosestneighborsseehimthenat

nightburnthehousewithhiminsideandmakeitlooklikean

accident,likeheleftacandleandgot

drunk’’henods

Him‘’okaythatcouldwork,IwillgethimtheretomorrowandI

willcallLungileandThandiwe’’

Me‘’IwillneedtotalktoSoftaboutittoo,justtomakeher



awareofwhatweareplanning’’

Him‘’eishIhopethiswon’taffectherprogressshedidn’ttake

thetorturewell,hisdeathwillbetoo

much’’IsighcozIknowheisright

Me‘’IknowbrotherbutsheneedstobepreparedandIhope

therapywillassisther’’

Him‘’Ihopesotoo’’hestandsupandgetsusadrink

Me‘’pleaseperfecttheplansoitdoesn’tleadbacktousokay’’

Him‘’Iamalreadydoingthatinmyhead’’

Me‘’thankyoubrotherforhelpingmeoutwithmywoman’s

familyproblem’’

Him‘’sheisyourfamilyandyouareminethatmakeshermy

familytooandIwillhelpherandprotect

herandeveryonesheholdsdear’’Ismile

Me‘’Ineedtogobacktomyplace,shesaidsheneedstogosee

Oliviathenshewillcomeseeme’’

Him‘’juststayanhourmanyouknowtheywon’tbequickshe

willprobablybeatyourhouseafter8pm

andit’sstillearlycomeonImissyou’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yousoundlikeapussyrightnow’’



Him‘’whateverIdon’tcarejuststay’’

Me‘’getmethealcoholthen,Ihavesomeonedrivingme’’

Him‘’nowyouaretalking’’Ispendtherestofthedaywiththis

foolwithhimtellingmeaboutthe

membersofthecartelandthenewestthinghewantsto

ventureinto.Ialsoaskhimaboutthesyndicate

weweretryingtobringdownbeforeIsteppeddown,theywere

traffickingyounggirlstobesexslavesin

Europetorichmanwithsickfantasiesandotherstobe

prostitutes,IhateditcozIhavegirls

Olivia

Mybestiecalledmeandtoldmeshewillbecomingoverafter

hertherapysession,Iwonderwhatmade

hergoback,Imeanshewasdoingsowell,butnottoworrywe

willtalkaboutitwhenshegetshome,I

managedtocookuslunch,andwentouttogetherfavorite

wine,Iwasnowtakingmyshower,andwhenIgotoutshewas

alreadyhere.



Her‘’heybaby’’shesaidhuggingme

Me‘’heybeautiful,howareyou’’

Her‘’Iamokay,justthisheatistoomuch’’

Me‘’youlooknicebaby’’shesmiles

Her‘’Igotyouthis’’shehandsmeapaperbagfromdiesel,Ilook

insideandit’sthisnicenavyandorangesneakers

Me‘’ohlovethanksIlovethemverymuch’’

Her‘’Igotmyselfapairtoobabe’’

Me‘’Iamevenrockingthemnow’’shelaughs

Me‘’letmegoandlotionIwillbeoutinasec,Igotchardonnay

itscoldinthefridgepourussome’’

Her‘’andyouarethebestbabe,Iseeyouevencooked’’Istick

outmytongueanddisappeartomy

room.Iquicklylotionandwearmydenimdressandwearmy

newsneakers,Sizaopenedthedoorand

peepedthroughwithmyhead.

Her‘’babe,yoursisterishereforyouwithanotherwoman’’

whatthehelldoesshewantGod.

Me‘’okayHunthankyou’’shegetsoutandIspraymybraids

andbrushthemandthenmakemyway



outside.AndIseemysisteronthesinglecouchandthewhite

womanhadherbacktomefacingtheTV.

Mercynoticesmeandgetsup

Her‘’heysis,youlookgood’’shesayssoundingscared

Me‘’heythanks,youdon’tlookbadyourself,whoisthis?’’she

takesadeepbreathandIseefearinher

eyesIstarttowonderwhatisgoingon.Thewomanstandsand

facesme,IswearmyheartratespikesIt

can’tbe,shediedIsawherlifelessbody,shehastearsonher

faceandIwasn’tmoved

Fiona‘’heybabygirl’’Icouldn’tholdmytearsin,Ifeltallthe

painofthepastcomingbacktome.Ilook

atMercy

Me‘’howcouldyoubringthiswomanhere’’shelooksdown

Her‘’sispleaseIknowshehurtyoubutbelievemesheisvery

sorryshewantstofixthings,that’sallshe

hasbeentalkingaboutthispastfewweeks’’whatshehasbeen

keepingthiswomaninherhouse

Me‘’soyouhavebeenkeepingherhiddeninyourhouseafterall

shedidMercyhowcouldyou’’

Her‘’LivIamsorrybelievemebutsheisstillourmother’’I



laugh

Me‘’sheisnotmymotherMercy,yoursmaybebutnotmine’’

Fiona‘’Livybabypleasedon’tblameyoursisterblameme,I

askedherforhelpandIshouldn’thave’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwanthereFiona,youweresupposedtobe

deadandburied’’shesighsandcomes

nearmeandImoveback

Fiona‘’babyplease,Ineverdied,Iwasjustunconscious’’

Me‘’wellIwishyoudiedFiona’’sheputherhandonhermouth

andcriedsomemorethensankdown

toherkneeslookingatme

Fiona‘’IknowIhurtyouwithwhathappenedwithJabubaby

and’’Icutheroffbeforeshecouldsay

anythingmore

Me‘’don’tyoudarementionhisnameFiona,don’tyoudare.I

don’tknowwhatyouthoughtwasgoing

tohappenwhenyoushowedyourfacehere,didyoureally

believethatIwillwelcomeyouwithwarm

armsafterwhatyoudidtome,youknewFiona,youknewhow

muchhemeanttome,youknewhewas



theonlyoneImanagedtoopenuptoandtheonlywhohelped

meoutofthedarkplaceIwasin,but

youwereselfishandyoudecidedtodelaymyprogressand

makemegobacktobeingdepressed’’

Fiona‘’IknowandIhatemyselfsomuchbecauseofthattrust

memylove’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whydidyoucomeback,couldn’tyoustayawayandleave

usbe’’

Fiona‘’ItriedbabybutIcouldn’t,Imissedyouandyoursisterso

much,Ineedyougirls’’

Me‘’wellIdon’tneedyou,andIsureashelldon’twanttosee

youagain,tomeyouaredeadandIwant

ittoremainlikethat’’shecriedharderandIlookedatMercy

Me‘’youshouldhavethoughtaboutwhatthiswoman’s

reappearancewoulddotomebutasalways

youthoughtaboutyourself.Thefirstthingyoushouldhave

doneistocomeandtellmeanddadaboutit

nothideherinthehouseboughtbyRazor,youarenothingbut

atraitorMercy’’

Her‘’Livplease,Iwascaughtbetweenarockandahardplace,I

didn’twanttohurtyoutrustme,Iwas



just’’Ijustholdoutmyhand

Me‘’shutupjustshutthehellupandtakethisevilwomanout

ofhereandnevercomeback,Ihateyou

doyouunderstandmeFionaIhateyou’’shestandsupand

looksatme

Fiona‘’IknowbabyandIamsorryOlivia.Pleasefinditinyour

hearttoforgivemebabyIbegyou’’

Me‘’whenitcomestoyouFionaWallaceIdon’thaveaheart,

nowtakeyourdaughterandgetthehell

outofmyapartment’’

Her‘’sispleaseIbegyoupleasesheisstillourmother’’Ilookat

thebothofthemanddisappeartothe

kitchenandcomebackwithabutcherknife,theyseeitand

quicklytaketheirbegsandrushout,

immediatelyastheyclosetheIsinkdownandcrymyheartout,

Sizaquicklyrushestomeandholdsme

inherarmssotightcomfortingme.

Her‘’Iamsosorrymylove,shhhh’’shekeptonbrushingmy

back,allthepaincame,whydidshecome

back,Ihaveworkedsohardtomovepastallofthat.Isitthere

withmybestfriendforclosetoanhour,



Ididn’tsayanythingjustcriedsilently

Her‘’babypleaselet’smovefromhere,wewillcatchthecold’’

shestandsandhelpsmeup;Iletherbe

asIfeelmyselfdriftintothelonelydarkplaceinmymind.She

helpsmetomybedroomandplacesme

onthebed.IhatethestateofmindthatIwillfindmyselfin,I

neverwantedtoreturnherebutseeing

herIcouldn’trunawayfromwhoIamwhatIsufferfrom,

Fiona’sreturnjustsentmebacktoaplaceI

prayedandworkedhardtoleave,whywouldMercydothisto

me.SizawaslookingatmescaredcozI

wasn’tsayinganything,tearswerejuststreamingdownmyface.

Her‘’Livpleasetalktomeplease,youarescaringmeplease’’I

hearherbutIdon’treally.Hervoiceis

lacedwithsadnessandworry,IwanttosnapoutofitbutIam

failingdismally.Shesitswithmefor

anotherhourtryingtogetmetotalkbutIcan’tIwanttobutI

can’t.Shestandsupandwalksoutthen

comesbackwithherphone.Shedialsandputsinonherear

Her‘’Molemopleasecometotheapartment,Idon’tknowwhat

isgoingonwithOliviaandIamworried



pleasebabysheisscaringmelovepleaseIhaveneverseenher

likethisbaby’’shelistensand‘’okay

pleasehurry’’shehangsupandcomestomeandtakemeinto

herarms

Her‘’Idon’tknowwhatisgoingonbutyouarescaringmeLiv

please,talktomeIamhereforyou,baby

pleasetalktome,whateveritiswewillgothroughittogether,I

amhereforyoujustbelievemeplease

sweetheart,Iloveyouplease’’IholdontohertightandIfeel

hertearonmyforehead.Iwanttopull

outofthisdarkplacebutitishardIamtrapped.Myvoiceis

goneIwanttoscreambutIcan’t.

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandshare.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter66(notedited)

Razor

SoonasIhungupthecallfromSoftIpracticallyranoutofthe



screamingmydriver’sname,heappeared

fromtheotherroomsandItoldhimtogetmetotheapartment

OliviashareswithSoft,Ididn’teven

waittoexplaintoGadafiandhetriedrunningaftermebutI

wasjustscared,Iheardthepanicandworry

inSoft’svoiceandIknewwhatsheislookingat,butwhatI

don’tunderstandiswhatmighthave

happenedtoher,Imeanshehasbeengoingreallygreatsothis

isjustsoconfusing.Luckilyallmyboys

knowthemeaningofurgent,hedrovelikeadamnmaniac,and

fortunatelyforus,thecar’snumber

platesarefakesowearefreefromtickets.HegetstoBraamin

whatseemslikeforeverbutinall

honestlyhegothereasfastashecould.Ididn’tevenwaitfor

himtoregisterthecarwiththesecurity,I

justgotoutandtheyopenedthepedestriangateandIsprintto

theapartment,IfindtheminOlivia’s

bedroom,SoftisholdingOlivia,andmydaughterisholdingon

toherfordearlife,sheisstaringatone

spotwithtearsjustfallingfromherbeautifulface.Soonasshe

feelsmypresenceshelooksatmewith



pleadingeyes,sheisbeggingformetotakeher.myheart

breaks,itshatters,Iknowthisandsheisnot

okay,shehasreturnedtobeingtheprisonerofhermind.Ihold

mytears,shecan’tseemecry,andshe

hastoseeherfatherstrongandreadytopullheroutofthe

darkestplaceinherlife.

Me‘’softbaby,mayIpleaseholdher’’shenodsandstandsupI

rushtoherandlikeshehasbeen

waitingonmesheclingstomefordearlifeandIcan’tcontain

mytearsanymore,Ijustblinkthemand

quicklywipethem,mywomanlooksatmewithquestioning

eyesandIsighandbrushLiv’shead.

Me‘’daddyisherebaby,itwillallbeokay,Iwillgetyouhelp

nanawewillbeatIpromise’’Irockher

backandforth,andshekeepsoftighteningtheholdonmenow

andagain.Ican’tbelievemybabyis

goingthroughthisonceagain,Ican’tloseheronceagaintoher

mind;itistoomuchforonepersonshe

issufferingaloneandIhavetoknowwhatisgoingonwithher.

ShefinallyfallsasleepandIplaceherin



comfortably.IkissherforeheadandgotoacryingSizashe

quicklycomestomeandIfoldherinmy

arms

Me‘’shewillbealrightmylove,Iwillmakeitallalright’’she

sniffs

Her‘’babyIhaveneverseenherlikethis,sheseemslostlikeshe

isinherownworld,seeingherlikethis

breaksmyheartsheisalwaysthisbubbly,livelypersonwho

liveslifetothefullest’’

Me‘’Iguessalldepressedpeoplearemylove,butbabyexplain

tomewhathappenedbeforeshegot

intothisstate’’shesighsandbreaksthehugandIwipeher

tearsbeforekissingherlips’’

Her‘’Igothereandshegotoutoftheshower,andwenttoher

roomaknockcameandMercywasat

thedoorwithanotherwoman,theywantedtoseeLiv,soIwent

tocallher,shecameoutafewminutes

laterthenIexcusedmyself,Icouldn’theartheconversationbut

Icouldhearhercozshewasshouting’’

Me‘’whowasthewomanMercywaswith’’

Her‘’sheiswhiteandOliviakeptshoutingFionaIthinkthatis



hername’’IfeltmyheartbeatsofastI

swearitwillpopoutofmychest.Ilookatmywomangently

afteraminuteoftryingtocalmdown

Me‘’areyousure’’shenodsvigorously

Her‘’Iamverysurebaby,theonlythingiscouldn’thearwasthe

entireconversation’’Ifeltanger

Me‘’howthatisimpossible,thisisnotpossible,shediedand

theytookhertothemortuaryandwe

crematedherbodysohowisthispossible’’shewaslookingat

melikeIamcrazy

Her‘’okayMolemo,Iamconfused,whoisthiswoman,whyis

shecausingallthischaos’’

Me‘’Iwillexplainlatermylove,Ijustprayyoudon’thateme’’

shecloseshereyes

Her‘’whatisyourconnectiontoherMolemoIjustneedtoknow

thatbeforeIgocrazy’’

Me‘’wellbaby,Fionaismywife,wasmywife,sheisMercyand

Olivia’smother,Iwillexplaineverything

laterplease,justparkherstaff,sheisgoingtothehousewith

us’’shesighsanddoesasIasked



Fiona

Iknewshewouldn’treallywelcomemewithopenarmsbutI

honestlythoughtwecouldsitdownand

talkaboutthiswholething,explainmyselfandmaybeshecould

grantmeachancetorightmywrongs,

butIwastoonaïveIguessIreallyunderestimatedthedamageI

didtomychild,Icouldseeandfeelher

hatetowardsmeandwhocouldblameher,onethingthathurts

isthatshewishesIwasdead.IwishI

hadapproachedthismatterdifferently,andthenallthiswould

havebeenavoided.Ican’tbeginto

imaginehowsheisfeelingrightnow.OhmyGodthisisbed,at

leastthatfriendofhersdidn’tsititon

ourconversationcozshecouldhavehearditandexplaineditto

Razor,Iamgratefulforhermanners,I

lookatMercywhoiscry,andwehavebeenparkedattheside

oftheroadforwhatseemslikeforever.

Shecan’tstopcryingandsherefusesmetouchingher,thisplan

wenthorriblywrong,thisisnothowIhadimagineditreally.



Me‘’babyIamsosorry’’

Her‘’justdon’ttalktomeFiona’’

Me‘’IamsorryMookiepleaseIknowthiswenthorriblywrong’’

Her‘’itwasmorethanhorrible,Ishouldn’thaveletyouconvince

youtotakeyoutoher’’

Me‘’pleasebabadon’tspeaklikethis’’

Her‘’don’tyoudare,ifIhadlistenedtomygutfeelingIwouldn’t

beinthismessdoyouunderstandme’’

Me‘’IknowandIwishIdidn’tdragyouintomymess’’she

chuckles

Her‘’didyouhearwhatmysistersaidtomehuh,shehatesme

momshewillneverforgivemeforthis,

andifthisleadshertoanotherepisodeIwillneverforgive

myselftoo’’

Me‘’IamdeeplysorryMercybelieveme’’

Her‘’whydidn’tyoustaywhereyouwere,couldn’tyouloveus

fromfar,youcamebackandmessedup

ourlivesonceagain’’herwordshitsdeep

Me‘’IwishIcouldbutIjustneededanotherchancetobea

bettermother’’



Her‘’isthatreallyallyoucameherefor?’’myheartbeatsfaster

Me‘’ofcourseitisMercy,Ionlycamehereforyouandyour

sister’’

Her‘’IcursethedayIallowedyoubackinmylife’’herwordsare

killingme

Me‘’Mercyplease,Iknowyouareangryandhurtandthatyou

willsayanythingtoandIwillacceptitall

becauseImessedupbigtime’’

Her‘’nowIrealizethatwewerereallyokaywithoutyou,daddy

wasthebestparent,Oliviawasdoing

reallygreat,shewashappyanddealingwithherdemonshead

strong’’

Me‘’andIjustcamebacktoruinallthatIunderstandandIwas

nevermyintentiontodothattoherand

toeventaintyourrelationship’’

Her‘’Iwantyoutopackyourshitfrommyhouseandgetthe

helloutdoyouunderstand’’

Me‘’pleaseMercyIcan’tloseyoutoonotagain,itwillallwork

outpleasedon’tgiveuponme’’Iplead

cryingcozitreallyhurts

Her‘’IjustprayRazordoesn’tfindoutaboutyou,cozthistime



hewillreallykillyouandwatchwhen

theycremateyou,andIcan’teventhinkofwhathewilldoto

mewhenhefindsoutthatIamtheone

thathelpedyouhide’’shesay’sstartingtheengineanddrives

awayreallyfast,Iquicklyputonmy

seatbelt.Ineedtore-workonmyplan.

Siza

IhaveneverseenOlivialikethis,Ihaveknowherforsometime

nowandshehasneverbeenlikethis,

somethingbighappenedtoherandIneedtoknowwhatitisso

Icanbeabletoprayaboutandhelp

her.Iquicklypackherbagandtoiletries,onceIamdone,Iclose

allthecurtainsinthehouseand

unpluggedeverythingexceptthefridge.Igooutandfind

Molemopacingupanddowninthelounge,he

stopsandlooksatme,Iaskhimtotaketheluggagetothecar,

andhedoesitandcomesbackvery

quickly.ItakemybagandphoneandotherthingsImightneed,

Idon’twanttoleaveOliviaoncewegettothehouse.



Him‘’youhaveeverything?’’

Me‘’yesmylove,wecanleave’’hepullsmetohimandkissmy

forehead

Him‘’thankyousomuchbaby’’heletsgoandwalkstoOlivia’s

bedroomandcomesbackholdingher

bridalstyle.HewalksoutandIlockandwewalktoacarIdon’t

recognize,thereisadriverinthereand

hegetsinthebackwithLivandasksmetogetinthefront

passengerseat.Thedrivetothehouseis

quick,wegetthereandwegetout,thedriverbringsthe

luggageinsidethenexitsafterRazornodsat

him.Iguessthatisathankyoucozhebowsalittle.

Him‘’SoftIamgoingtoputherdowninherroom,Iwillbedone

afterIcallthePsychiatrist,pleasefix

meadrink’’Inodandhedisappearsinupthestairs.Iquicklygo

toourbedroomandplacemythings

andchangetoashortsummerdressandwalkbarefoot.Igo

downtohisstudyandheisalreadyinthere

talkingonthephone,thoughhewasgonnacallupstairsbut

thatisnotatrainsmash.Ipourtwoglasses



ofscotchandgositonhislap,heisstillonthephone,Ihand

himhisdrinkandhegulpsitdown,Itryto

dothesameanditburnslikehell,shitthisthingisbitterbutit

hitsthespot.Hesmilesalittlecozhe

findsitfunny.Hefinallyendsthecallandhelooksatmedeep

intheeyes.Thensnakeshisarmsaround

meandplaceshisheardonmychest,IbrushhisheadIkissit

constantly

Me‘’youcanletitalloutbaby,youdon’thavetobestrong

whenyouarewithme,myjobistoseeyou

atyourworsttooandhelpyouthroughit,youhavebeenwith

methroughalotanditistimeIdothe

same,Iamyoursolacemylove,believeinme’’Ihearhimbob

andwetnessonmybreasts,Ican’thelp

butcrymyself.Ibrushhisbackandcomforthim

Me‘’thistimeyoudon’thavetodoitaloneIswearplease.Iam

hereforyouMoallowmeinplease’’he

heardmypleasecozhestartedtalking

Him‘’shehasneverhaditeasySoft,wetriedeverything,

Psychologists,psychiatrists,sangomas,



prophetseverythingyounamethembutnothing,shenever

spokeasingleword,upuntilshewasabout

tofinishmatric,Itwouldhurtseeingherlikethat.Iworkedhard

andtookoutallmyfrustrationsonmy

enemies;Iwouldgointoherroomeachnighttoreadherastory

andputhertosleep,Ithinkwhenshe

wasabout6shestartedfindingsolaceindrawingbuther

drawingswerenothappy,theyweresadshe

wasdrawingsadpictures,weimmediatelytookhertotheDr

andheanalyzedthem,herealizedthatshe

mostlydrewhermother,withmercyandherafar,hethen

thoughtshefeltabandonedandthatshe

didn’tfeelwantedalsobecauseIwasneverthere,sotheonly

presentparentgaveMercyallthe

attention,thatistrue,cozFionaonlywantedonechildsowhen

shegavebirthtoOliviashehired

nanniesandalltotakecareofher,whenshewas3hernanny

thatshelovedthemostdiedanditwas

whenshebecameworseshewouldjustcryandrefuseevery

otherhelper.Sowhenshestarteddrawing

at6yearsitwasabreakthrough.Theyrecommendedthatwe



spendmoretimewithherandwetake

hertohernanniesgraveandexplaincarefullytoherthatshe

haddiedandinahappyplacebutassure

herthatshestilllovedhertoalot.Shebecamealotbetterbut

shestilldidn’ttalk,shejustatewithus

onthediningtableandaftershedisappearstoherroomthat

washerhappyplace,solongshehad

paperandcoloringpensshewasokay,wetriedbutthatwasthe

onlyprogress.Longstoryshort,when

shehadtostarthighschoolwewantedtohomeschoolherbut

theDr’ssuggestedthatwelethergoto

anormalschoolandsaidthatitmighthelp,shestartedand

nothingchanged,infactitbecameworse,youknowhow

teenagersare,wesuspectedbullyingbuttheprincipalassured

usthatitwasnotthecase

andthepsychiatristsaidthatitwastheadolescentstage.

Midyearofhermatricyear,wegotavisitfrom

Jabu,hewasOlivia’snanny’sson,hecamebecausehehad

foundapictureandaletteraddressedto

Olivia,andIdon’tknowhowbutthatwasherbreakthrough,she



readtheletterandforthefirsttimewe

sawhersmile,shestaredatthepictureandwewereshockedat

howcomesherememberedsomeone

whoshelastsawwhenshewasonly3,itwasamiracle,she

likedJabualotandhewouldcomevisither

onweekends,theleastIcoulddowasaskJabutocomelive

withusbecausehewastheonlyoneshe

spoketo,andtheyonlyspokewhentheywerealone,I

rememberwhenIwenttoherroomtoasktotalk

toJabu,Iheardhervoiceandlaughter,andtearsjustcameto

myearsIwashappy,shehadsomeone

shewasfreearound,Iwentinandshewasembarrassedtosee

me.IaskedJabuthereandthereto

moveinandthatIwillpayforhisuniversity,cozhewas

sufferinginSowetowithhisstepmother,he

wasoverjoyedandheagreed,thatwasthefirsttimesheranto

meandhuggedmesotightIremember

herwords“thankyoudaddy’’Iwasecstatic.

ItreatedJabulikemyownson,hehadsavedmydaughter

andhedeservedtolivelikeaKingforthat,Igothiseverything,



acarallowanceeverythinghehasever

desired,afewmonthstheystarteddatingbutthehiditwellbut

Icouldsee,Iwouldn’tstopit,theywere

bothhappy.Theystartedsneakingineachother’sroomsand

thatwassomethingIcouldn’thave,

knowingtheywerehavingsexinmyhousewastoomuch,soI

satthemdownandexplainedthatIknow

aboutthem,JabualmostshithimselfheapologizedIcouldn’t

takeawayOlivia’shappiness,soformy

sanityIgotJabuanapartmentandtheirrelationshipwasno

longerasecret,mychildwasfinallyokay,

untilonedayshecomplainedtomethatJabuisnolongerthe

same,hewasagoodboysoIwondered

whatchangedhim,IknowhowmoneycanbesoIputmyboy’s

onhistrail,andtheyreportedbackthat

thereisawomanwhogoestohisapartmentonWednesdays

forafewhours,oneWednesdaytheboy

nevercalledtoreportthatthewomanwasthere,Iwaswilling

toletitgoforOlivia’ssakeandIplanned

togotalktohimandaskhimnottohurtOlivialikethat,butI

postponedcozIwantedtospendsome



qualitytimewithmywife,Igottothebedroomitwasevening

shewaslookingsoniceandshetold

meshewasgoingtosomeeventwithherfriendandtheywillbe

sleepingatthehotel.Ijustagreedcoz

shedidn’tdothisfrequentlysowhynot.SheleftandIdecided

tospendsometimewiththegirls,we

werehavingagoodeveningwhenmyboyscalledmeandtold

methatthewomanwasthereagain,Igot

soangryIjustdecidedthatIneedtocatchthemanddealwith

this.Igavethegirlsastoryaboutan

emergencybutlittledidIknowthatOliviawaslisteninginon

theconversation.Ileftandshewas

followingmebehind.

Igotthereandwalkedtotheapartment,theboyshelpedme

openandIwalked

in,thefirstthingIsteppedonwasadressmywifeleftwearing,

Ipickeditupandsmelledandit

definitelysmelledofher,itwasnocoincidence,myfury,Iwas

boiling,atthatmomentIbecomemore

evilthanthedevilhimselfIswearhewasn’tachallengehe



wouldhaverefusedtobattlewithme.I

stormedtothatbedroomandmywifewasscreaming

underneaththatboy.Ijustlaunchedtothemand

pushedheroffthrowingherontothewall,IheldJabubyhis

throathestruggledtobreathehowcould

he,afterwhatIdidtohim,ifhewascheatingwithagirlfrom

varsityorsomethingIwouldhavewarned

himbuthewassleepingwithmywifeSoftmyfuckenwife.I

hearcommotionandasecondlaterOlivia

walkedinandsawthesituationintheroomandsheputtwo

andtwotogetherandIsawtearsstream

downherface,sheaskedJabuwhyhedidthisbuthecouldn’t

answer,FionabeggedandbeggedbutI

sawthehurtanddisappointmentinmydaughterseyes,I

thoughtofwhatitcoulddotoheranditset

meoffcompletely,SofttospareyoutraumajustknowthatI

torturedthemandFionapassedoutfrom

thetraumaherbodywasunderherpulsewasnotdetected

hencewethoughthedied,theboysgota

holdofthemortuarycontactandIgaveorderstocremateher,I

hatedherfromthemomentIsawher



dressonthatfloorandIhatehermoreevennow,shetook

Olivia’ssanityonceagain,sheknewwhather

betrayalwoulddotoherbutshedidn’tcare.WellJabutriedto

runandIjusttookoutmygunandshot

himdead,Oliviabeggedmetogethimtothehospitalbecause

hewasstillbreathing,Isawthe

desperationinhereyessoIagreedtheboy’striedrushingto

thehospitalbuthediedontheway,andthebetrayalandthat

boysdeathbrokeher,shewentintodepressionandshewent

muteagain,ather

mother’smemorialshedidn’tshedatearSoftnotasingleone

butweunderstoodwhy,butshewould

cryinherroomlookingatthatboysphoto,shewasdepressed

forawhileuntilonemorningwhenshe

wokeupandtoldmethatshehatedmewitheveryfiberofher

being,shepackedherthingsand

wantedtoLiveshedidn’tknowanyone,Ibeggedhertoallow

mehelphergetanapartmentand

supportheruntilshegetsonherfeet,sherefusedbutLuckily

shelistenedtoMercyandthatiswhenshe

wenttoliveinBraamand,shehatedmesomuchbutI

understood,atleastsheallowedmetohelpher



financially,butshemadeitclearthataftershegraduatesand

getsaJobshewantsnothingtodowith

me,sheattendedTherapyandithelpedher,shefoughtandgot

herselfoutofthatdarkplacethat

consumedher,shedidn’tspeaknorseemeintwoyears,butI

watchedandprotectedherfromafar,

untiltheyearyougothere,apparentlytheredaywefinallyhad

dinnerwasthesamedayshesavedyou

fromthosenyaopeboys,babyI’’hestoppedtalking.Iwasso

scared,Oliviahasbeenthroughsomuch

andyetshehasbeensmilingeverydaylikenothinghappened,I

washeartbrokenforher,nowI

understandwhyshewentintothatstate.Iwastryingsohard

toputthefactthathemurderedsomeone

tothebackofmyheadbutitkeptpopping,thisisnotthetime

tobejudginghimoranything,heneeds

meandIwillbehereforhimandLiv.HetriedtalkingagainbutI

stoppedhim

Me‘’shhhhit’sokaybaby,Igetit,youdon’thavetosay

anythingmore’’yearswerestreaming



uncontrollablyonhisface.

Him‘’Softpleasedon’thatemepleaseIbegyou’’

Me‘’Icouldneverhateyoubaby,Iloveyousomuch’’Isaybut

deepdownIamscaredbutIignorethe

feeling.

Him‘’IloveyousomuchSoft’’Ikisshimandwipehistears,a

secondlatertheguywhowasdrivingus

appearedwithanoldwhiteman.IassumeheisthePsychiatrist.

HegreetedusandMolemointroduced

us,hetookhertoOlivia’sroomandcameback,Iwaslostinmy

thoughts,sheisgoingthroughalot,Mo

squatsinfrontofme.Iampulledmebackfrommythoughts.

Me‘’issheup’’

Him‘’yessheislove,listenIneedtogosomewhereokay,Iwill

bebacksoon’’hekissesmyforehead

thenmylipsandheattemptstowalkaway,Iholdhishand

Me‘’IknowyouaregoingtoMercy’shouse,butbabyplease

don’tharmthem,letGoddealwiththem,I

don’twantbloodonyourhands’’helooksatmeforawhileand

sighs



Me‘’Iwon’tbaby,theDrwillbeinthereforawhileandIwillbe

backbythen’’Inodandletgoofhis

hand,andheleaves.IthasbeenawhilesinceIprayedIthinkI

needtogobacktoprayer.

Pleasereact,leavecommentandsharewiththeothers.Guy’s

tonsilsarekillingme,timemybodyisso

sore;mymotherisscreamingthatIamsickbutIamtyping,I

havebeentypingthischaptersince

morning.Anyhomemaderemediesfortonsils?

Siza’stribulations

Chapter67(notedited)

Razor

Ican’tbegintoimaginewhatmybabygirlisgoingthroughright

now,shemustbesoscared,Ihoped

andprayedthatwewillneverhavetogothroughthisagain,she

doesn’tdeservethis,whycan’tshe

catchabreakliveeveryoneelse.drivingtoMercy’shouse,Ihave



mixedemotions,Iammadashellbut

anotherpartofmeispitiesher,howcouldonepersonbeso

selfish,shemusthaveknownwhatitwould

gotoOlivia,didsheevencare.AssoonasIgottothathouse,I

feltmyselfboil,Iparkandimmediately

rushinthehouse,Ifindthemarguingandsoonastheysawme

theystoppedandtookcoverbehindthe

couches.IgaveFionaadeathstareandmovedmyeyesto

Mercy

Me‘’outofeverythingyouhaveeverdoneMercythisonetakes

thecup,Iwillneverforgiveyoufor

whatyoudidtoyoursister’’

Her‘’daddyplease,Iwasjusttryingtohelp’’

Me‘’helpMercy?Didn’tyouknowwhatthiswomandidtoyour

sister,howshebetrayedherown

daughterandthrewherbackintothedepression’’

Her‘’Ijustthoughtthattheywillbeabletositdownandtalk,I

justwantedustobeafamilyagain’’

Me‘’exactly,likealwaysyouthoughtaboutwhatyouwanted,

didn’tevengiveashitofhowthiscould



affectotherpeople’’

Her‘’Iamsosorrydaddyplease’’Ilookatherforawhile

Me‘’Mercythefirstthingyoushouldhavedonewhenthissnake

cametoyouwastotellme,Icould

havefoundawaytotellyoursisterthatsheisnotdead’’

Her‘’IwishIdidthatbelieve’’

Me‘’doyouthinkFionacaresaboutyou,yourmotherisa

survivorMercy,shewilldoanythingtoget

whatshewants,ifshewantedtobeamothertoyoushewould

haveresurfacedalongtimeago,but

shedidn’tcozshewascalculatinghermoves,youareameans

toanendMercyandshewillleaveyou

highanddry,shedidn’tcareabouthurtingheremotionally

unstabledaughterwhatmakesyouthinkshe

caresaboutyou’’

Fiona‘’IdocareaboutthemRazor,theyaremybabiesandI

cameheretomakethingsright’’Ilookat

herandclenchmyjaw

Me‘’youwillstandthereandshutthefuckupdoyou

understandme,theonlyreasonIhaven’t



attemptedtokillyouisbecauseImadeapromisetoSizabut

trustmeIwillfindawaytomakeyoupay

Fionaforhurtingmychildlikethis’’shelooksdownandfondle

withherfingers.IlookatMercyagain

Me‘’youbetrayedmeMercy,youhurtyoursisterbeyond,sheis

backtobeingtheprisonerofherown

mind,Mercyyoutookawayyoursisterssanitybytakingthat

deviltoherapartment,youtookaway

whatsheworkedhardtogetbackand’’sheinterrupts

Her‘’ohmyGodwhathaveIdonetomysister’’shecriesandI

shedateartoobutIwipeit

Me‘’IwillneverforgiveyouforthisMercyIwillneverforgive

you’’

Her‘’daddypleasedon’ttalklikethis,Iamsorryplease’’

Me‘’youhaveyourbelovedmothernowenjoyyourreunion’’

Her‘’Ibegyouplease’’

Me‘’stayawayfromOlivia,doyouunderstand’’shecriesharder,

IlookatFiona

Me‘’justpraytoyourGodthatmybabypullsthroughcozifshe

doesn’tnotevenSizakelewilltameme,

trustmeifshefailsnoonewillmakemestoponceIhave



started’’IgotoMercy

Me‘’stayawayfromOliviaIhopeImademyselfclear’’Iwalkout

andgotomycaranddrivebacktomy

house,ittookeverythinginmenottohurtthosetwo,eachtime

IwantedtoIjustthoughtofSoftandIcalmeddown.

Siza

AfterMoleft,Iwenttothekitchenandpreparedsomepapand

chickenlivers,Iwascravingforthemso

Iboughtthemyesterday,Ihopethismanwillenjoyit.I

preparedsomesoupforOliviacozIdoubtshe

willwanttoeatsolidfood,bythetimeIwasdone,Mowasnot

backandtheDrwasstillupwithLiv,I

justprayhewillbeabletohelpher,Ineedmybestfriendtobe

okay,Ihonestlycannotimaginelife

withoutthebubbly,livelyOlivia,shehastobeokay,westill

havealottodotogether,sheisnotonlya

friendtomesheismysister,sheisthefirstpersoninthiscity

toloveandtakecareofme.Thinkingof

herandthestatesheisrightnowmademetearup,Icouldn’t



helpmyselfIjustcryoutsopainful,Ifeel

someonehugmefrombehind,andfromthesmellofthe

cologneIknowit’sMo.

Him‘’shhhhh,itwillallbeokaylove,shewillpullthrough’’

Me‘’itjusthurtsMo,shedoesn’tdeservethisatall,sheisa

selflessperson,shedeservesthebest’’

Him‘’IknowSoftbutshewillbeokayIpromise’’heheldonto

metight

Me‘’youdidn’thurtthemright’’

Him‘’IwillneverbreakapromiseImaketoyoubaby’’Isighin

relief

Me‘’thankyoubaby’’

Him‘’Iloveyouokay’’Ismileandturntofacehim

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo’’wehugsotightandwehearsomeoneclear

theirthroat,weletgoanditisthe

psychiatrist

Dr‘’sorryfordisturbing’’

Him‘’notaproblempleasehaveaseat’’hesitsdownonthe

highchairandtakeoutsomethingfromhis



medicalbag

Dr‘’sheisdepressed,sherefusestotalk,shejustcries,Iam

prescribingtheseantidepressants,Iwillbe

comingeverytwodaystocheckonher’’

Him‘’okayDrthankyou’’

Dr‘’wewillworkonherlikewedidbefore,wewillpullherback

okay’’

Him‘’Itrustyou’’

Dr‘’Iwilltakemyleavenow,myphoneison24/7’’theyshake

handsandheleaves

Me‘’Iwilldishupforher’’

Him‘’whatdidyoumakeforher’’

Me‘’justsoupbaby,Ithoughtshemightnotbeabletohandle

solidsfood’’hesmilesatme

Him‘’OliviaandIaresoblessedtohaveyou,mysonwillbe

luckytocallyoumom’’Iblush

Me‘’sonhuh’’Iasklaughingandtakeoutabowlandpoursoup

andtakeoutbottledwaterfromthe

fridgeandtakethepills

Him‘’yesSoftson’’Ilaughandshakemyheard



Me‘’okaysir,let’sgotryandfeedher’’hekissesmyforehead

andwegetupstairs,sheissittingonher

bedwithherkneestoherchestholdingherkneesandrocking

herselfbackandforth.Myheartbreaks.I

seatonherbedandMotakesthechair.Idecidetobrushher

hairandhereyesmovetome,theyare

glossyfromtears,Ismileather

Her‘’heybaby,youdidn’teatanything,canIpleasefeedyou’’

shejustlooksatmeandsay’snothing

Him‘’feedherbabyshewilleat’’Ismileandstartfeedingher

andsheopenshermoutheventhoughshe

doesn’topenwidebutatleastsheiseating.Iamhappysheate

everything,Igiveherthepillandshe

sipsthewater.Withoutourhelpsheopensthecoversagain

andshegetsinbed,andfaceawayfromus,

IlookatMoandhesighsthenstand,heoffershishandandI

takeitthenweexitherbedroom.

Me‘’IcookedpapandchickenliverswithcreamspinachIhope

youeatthem’’Isaytryingtolightenthe

moodandhelaughs

Him‘’ofcourseIdobaby,justhaven’thaditinawhile,butI



knowIwillenjoy’’Ismileandkisshishand

WegettothekitchenandIdishupforus,heeatswithhishand,

Molemoneverceasestoamazeme

shame,hefinishesfirstandasksforsomemore,Igladlydishup

forhimagainandheeatsandlickshis

fingers

Him‘’damnwomanyoucancookyeses’’Ismile

Me‘’ohIknowbutthanks’’herollshiseyes

Him‘’arroganceSoft’’webothlaughandIfishmyfoodlong

afterhefinishhissecondplate,Istandand

takehisplatewithmine

Him‘’noloveIwilldothedishes,justsitdown’’Ismileandhe

takestheplatesandwashesthemwhileI

lookathimwithadmiration.

Me‘’youlookgooddoingthat’’helaughs

Him‘’don’tgetusedtoit’’hefinishesandcomestoseatnextto

meandtakesmyhandsintohis

Him‘’thankyouforbeingherewithmeandhelpingme’’Ikiss

hishands

Me‘’throughitallmylove’’hesmilesanditfadesinafew



secondslikeheisrememberingsomething

Him‘’loveIneedtotellyousomething’’Istartpanicking

Me‘’what’swronglove’’hesighs

Him‘’looklove,Gadafiistakingyourfathertothevillage

tomorrowand’’hestops

Me‘’heiskillinghimtomorrow?’’Iaskandhenods

Him‘’Thandiwecalledhimandsaidherhusbandisaskingabout

him,soweneedtofinishthisbeforeit

backfires’’

Me‘’Iunderstandbaby’’

Him‘’Iamsosorry’’hesaysandIsmile

Me‘’itsokaylove’’

Him‘’wehadalongday,let’sgotobed’’Inodandwewalkhand

inhandupstairs,soDlaminiisdyinginafewhours.

MadodaDlamini

Him‘’cozIwouldratherknowifitwasmylastdayIwillgiveyou

thathonortoo,soyoucanprayor



whateveritisyouwouldlovetodo’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumean?’’Iaskwithsomuchfearinmyvoice

Him‘’youwillbeburnedtoashestomorrowDlamini,firstthing

inthemorningwearegoingtoyour

village’’tearsstreamdownmyface

Me‘’pleasedon’tdothis,IpromisetochangeIpromise’’

Him‘’anylastrequest,somethingyouwanttoeatmaybe’’heis

notjoking

Me‘’pleasesirpleasehaveMercyonmysoulIbegyouplease’’

Him‘’IamnotJesus.Soanything?’’Iwipemytearstheisno

pointcryingIamgoingtodie

Me‘’canIjustpleaseseemywifeandchildren’’

Him‘’Idon’tthinktheywanttoseeyou’’

Me‘’Ijustwanttoapologizeplease’’hegulpshisdrink

Him‘’nopetheyarenotgoingtoagree,butIwilltryyouknow

fulfilladyingmen’swish’’

Me‘’thankyousir’’thefearIwasfeeling,Icouldn’timagine

dyingbyfire

Him‘’sowhatisyourfavoritemeal,IknowIwouldwannadie

afterIatemyfavorite’’



Me‘’canyoupleaseinjectmewithsomethingtoputmetodeep

sleepbeforeyouburnme’’helaughs

Him‘’whereisthefuninthat,youarearapistyoumustfeelthe

painman.Don’tworryIwillensureto

getyouthebestmealandanexpensivebottleofwhiskey’’he

laughsandwalksawayleavingmefullof

regrets,IwishIhaddonethingsdifferently,Ishouldhavewent

toseekhelpandbethebesthusband

andfather,IguessIampayingformyevildeeds,Godforgive

meandacceptmysoul.

Uriel

IgotansmsfromVusi,heaskedthatIpleasemeetupwithhim,

apartofmewaslongingtohim,Imiss

himsomuchandanotherpartofmedoesn’twanttoseehim

untilhehasfixedhisissues,hissmssaid

wecanmeetatVilakazistreetatoneoftherestaurantsthere,I

couldn’tfightmyemotionssoIjust

borrowedmyfather’scaranddrovethere,Iparkednexttohis

carandlookedathimsittingaloneonthe



tabledrinkinghisbeer,hekeepslookingathiswatch,heis

panickingandIlaugh,Isitinthecarfor

about30minutesuntilansmsfromhimcomesthrough

*babyplease*IsmileanddecideIhavetorturedhimenoughso

Iwalkoutofthecarandlockedinthen

walkin,heseesmeandsmilesthenstandsup,Istandinfront

ofme

Me‘’hey’’helooksatmedeepintheeyes

Him‘’mylove,howareyou’’

Me‘’Ihavebeenbetter,howareyou’’

Him‘’UrielIammiserable,Imissyou’’Isigh

Me‘’ItoldyouVusi,getyouractright’’Isitdownandhefollows

Him‘’andIhavebaby,byFridayIwillbeoutofMercy’shouse

andwecanbefree’’Isigh

Me‘’IamnotsureanymoreVusi’’hiseyespopandhequickly

takesmyhands

Him‘’babynonopleasedon’tdothistousplease,Iamdone,I

amallyoursandyoursaloneplease’’



Me‘’Vusi’’hecutsmebeforeIcouldsayanything

Him‘’pleasetellmethatyoustilllovemeatleast’’

Me‘’Iloveyoumorethanyoucanimagine’’

Him‘’thendon’tgiveuponus,wedeservetobehappytogether,

babyplease’’thejoyinmyheart,Ijust

wantedhimtosweatalittle

Me‘’onceyoumoveout,wewillstartonacleanslate’’

Him‘’okaystartpackingyourthingsthen’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nobaby,wearegoingtostartbydatingandthenIwill

introduceyoutomyparentsandafterthat

wewillstarttalkingaboutmovingintogether’’hesmiles

Him‘’okayIcanlivewiththat’’

Me‘’goodthen.It’slateIshouldgobackhome’’henods

Him‘’yesmylove,IamsorryforaskingtomeetthislateIhad

courtallday’’

Me‘’itsokaybabe’’Itakethekeysandmyphoneandstandup

andhedoestooandwewalktothecars

Him‘’drivesafelyIwillseeyouonFridayright?’’

Me‘’yesFriday’’hepulledmetohimandgavemethemost

passionatekissImoanedImissedthis



Me‘’Ihopeyouhaven’tbeengivinghermyfood’’helaughs

Him‘’Ihaven’tbabyIswear’’IsmileandheopensthedoorandI

getinandrollthewindow

Me‘’Iloveyou’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iloveyoutoobeautiful,willcallyouwhenIgettothe

houseokay’’

Me‘’okayIwillbewaiting

Him‘’IwillseeyouFridaynowdrivebabyit’slate.Ismileand

starttheengine.

Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandshare.Itriedeverythingyou

suggestedguysbutnothingworked,but

thankyoualot.IwillgogetantibioticsatcampusclinicbeforeI

goandwrite.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter68(notedited)

Siza

Iwakeupandcheckmyphoneanditis7am,Igetoutofbed



andcarefullynottowakeMolemo,hewas

tossingandturningallnight,heisnottakingthiswholething

okay,soIwanthimtorest,Igotothe

bathroomandwashmyfacethenbrushmyteethandImake

mywaydownstairstothekitchen,Istart

makingsoftporridgeforOlivia,Idishupandtakeherpillsanda

bottleofwaterandmakemywaytoher

bedroom,Ifindhersittingonthecarpetdrawing,seeingherin

thisstatecutsdeep.ShelooksupandI

smilesweetlyatherandjoinher.

Me‘’morningbaby,Ihopeyousleptwell,Imadeyouporridge’’

shecontinuesdrawingandIlookatit,I

couldn’tclearlyseewhatshewasdrawing.

Me‘’canIpleasefeedyousoyoucantakeyourmeds’’shelooks

atmethenplacesthebookandpencil

downfacesme,Itakeaspoonfulandsheopenshermouthand

takesitallin,wesitinsilencetillshe

finisheseverythingandIhelpherdrinkherpills,andshegulps

downtheentirebottleofwaterIguess

shewasthirtyIshouldbringherwatereachhour.Shelooksat



mewithtearsinhereyesandIcouldn’t

helpbutfoldherintoawarmhug

Me‘’it’sgoingtobeokay,IpromiseIwillbeheretillyoumakeit

outLiv,Imissyousomuchbaby,I

knowitishardbutIneedyoutofightbabytrybabycomeback

tousplease’’Ifeelhersnakeherarms

aroundmeandsqueeze

Me‘’IloveyouOliviaandIstillneedyou,westillneed,wehave

alottodoplease,helpmehelpyou,

fightbabyhelpmeplease’’shetightenssomemoreandIjust

cry.Ileaveheronthecarpettocontinue

withherdrawingandItakethebowldownstairsandwashit

thengoandfindcleansheetsandpillow

casesforherbedandheadback,sheisinthesameposition,I

changethebeggingandopenthewindow,

shestandsandcomestobedandIjoinheranditisnotlongtill

shefallsasleep,Iguessshewokeup

reallyearlytosleepatthistime,Itakeherdrawingandit’sa

pictureofawomaninacageanditis

coveredindarkness,Iseefire,Iclosemyeyesandsighthisis

thesaddestandpainfuldrawingpictureI



haveeverseen,Itakeanotheroneanditismynamecoveredin

heartsandIjusttearup,Mowalksin

andcomestomehetakesthepicturefrommyhandandscans

it

Him‘’shedrewthis?’’Inod

Me‘’yesbabyshedid’’Isaylookingathim

Him‘’thankyouGod’’

Me‘’whyisthatbaby’’Iaskconfused

Him‘’shestillfeelslove,shelovesyouandbecauseofyoushe

willbeatthisthingonceagain,ohSoft’’

hegivesmeawarmembrace

Me‘’areyousurethat’sthecase’’

Him‘’Ibelievesomylove,Iwilltakethispictureandsenditto

thepsychiatristIamsurehewillconfirm’’

Me‘’ifthatisthecaseIwillhavetomoveinthisbedroomwith

her’’

Him‘’Idon’tknowwhatpinchofgoodIhaveeverdonetohave

beenblessedwithawomanlikeyou,

Sizakeleyouaresoselflessitmeltsmyhearteachtime,thank

yousomuchbabyIloveyoumorethan



wordscouldeverdescribe’’Ismileathim

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo’’hekissesmyforehead

Him‘’becauseofyouIbelievethereisaGod,nothingaspureas

youcanbemadebyanythingbuthim’’I

don’tknowwhattosaytothis,Ijustmeltandblush

Me‘’it’stooearlytobemakingmeblushlikethisbaby,let’sget

outbeforewewakeherup,Ineedto

cookyousomebreakfast’’IleadthewayandhespanksandI

yelp

Him‘’IwantthesoftporridgeyoumadeforOlivia’’Inod.

Vusi

Ifinallyhavemyducksinarow,Ihavegatheredthestrengthto

confrontRazorandtellhim,Mercywent

outandshesaidshewillbebackinacoupleofhours,soIused

thatchancetoparkallmyclothesand

tookthemtomyhousethenwentbacktotakethingsthathold

sentimentalvaluetome.IknowRazoris

goingtomakemepayforhurtingherdaughterandIwill



foreverbesorryfordoingthis,butIam

suffocating,thingsbetweenMercyandIwillneverworkoutand

IjustregretthatItookthingsthisfar

butIknowwhatIwantnowandIamnolongerconfused.Idrive

toRazorshouseandthesecurityopens

formehasslefree,Igettothedoorandringthedoorbellanda

minutelater,Sizaopens

Her‘’ohhey’’Ismile

Me‘’MaDlamini,howareyou’’

Her‘’Iamverywellthankyou,yourself?’’

Me‘’IfeellikeIamabouttoshitmypants,isRazorin’’Ilaugh

Her‘’yesheisincomeonin’’Igetinandsheushersmetoher

man.Wegettohisstudyandheisonthe

phonebutittakeshimaminutetohangup.

Me‘’goodafternoonsir’’helooksatme

Him‘’khumalo,IhopeMercydidnotsendyoutobegmeonher

behalf’’Inarrowmyeyesconfused

Me‘’uhmnoSir,shedoesn’tevenknowIamhere’’hefrowns

Him‘’oh,sowhatbringsyouhere’’Isighdeeplyandsitsdown



andshowsmewheretosit

Her‘’okaythenletmeleaveyoutoitthenIwillgocooklunch’’

Me‘’noSizapleasejoinin’’Isaybecauseshemightjustsaveme

whenhermanwantstokillme

Him‘’uhmSoftbaby,canyoupleasepourusadrink’’shedoes

asheaskandhandsusourglassesandI

gulpitdownandmyheartstartstobeatsofast

Him‘’ohcomeonVusi,Idon’thavethewholeday’’heregoes

nothing,ifIdieIdie

Me‘’firstlyIwanttoapologizeandpleaseIwasnevermy

intentionforthistohappen,Iknowhowmuch

shemeanstoyouandIamsorryfordoingthistoher,Mr.

MotaungIthoughtwhatwasgoingon

betweenyourdaughterandIwaslovebuttotellyouthetruth,

itisnot.wearetwocompletelydifferent

people,wedon’tevenhave1thingincommon,andthatisnot

howIwanttolivetherestofmylife,

livingwithatotalstranger,IamsorrysirbutIcannotcontinue

beingwithMercy,Ican’tbemarriedto

herandIsincerelyapologizeforthis’’hegivesmeasternlook,if

lookscouldkill,Iwouldbedeadright



now.Thereissilenceforabout5minutes

Him‘’haveyoutoldher’’Isigh

Me‘’IwantedtotalktoyoufirstSir’’helaughsandInarrowmy

eyesokay

Him‘’soyouarebreakingupwithMercythroughme’’

Me‘’nonotthat,Ijustwantedtoinformyoufirst’’helooksat

Sizaandbackatme

Him‘’VusiwasItherewhenyouareMercymet?’’Ishakemy

headno

Me‘’noyouwerenotpresent’’

Him‘’exactly,Ihavealotonmyplaterightnow,andyoubreak

upwithMercydoesn’tinterestmeone

bit,ifyoudon’twanttobewithheranymore,beamanaboutit

andtellher,Idon’tseewherethis

involvesme’’

Me‘’butSir,youoncesaidthatyouwouldkillmeifIeverhurt

her’’Isigh

Him‘’apologiesforthat,Ishouldn’thave.LikeIsaidgotalkto

mydaughteraboutyourissues’’

Me‘’soyounotangrywithme,youwon’tkillmeorteachmea

lessonfiremefrommyjob’’



Him‘’whythehellwouldIdothat,VusigetoutofmyhouseI

haveasickdaughterahavetofigureout

howtohelp,godowhatyouneedtodo’’Istandupwiththe

biggestsmileandIgohughim,Ididn’tplan

onitbutitjusthappen

Him‘’don’tbeapussynow,Iwillmessyouup,getoutofhere’’I

leavedialingUriel,wearefree

Razor

ImaginethisidiotbreakingupwithMercythroughme,hejust

humoredmethough,Iguessthepoorboy

couldn’thandlemydaughtersheat,Ioftenwonderedhowhe

handledher,Ithoughtmarriagemight

helpherbecomeabetterpersonbutIguessnoteventhat

worked.Shewillhealandmove,Ican’tforce

thatboytostayinalovelessmarriage,andIwouldhaveloved

themtoworkoutbutheyitslife.My

priorityrightnowisOlivia;Ineedtohelpmybabyoutbefore

shesinksdeeperanddeeper.Softis

cookinginthekitchensoIdecidetogocheckuponher



Me‘’whatareyoumaking’’

Her‘’IputthebrisketandworsintheovenandIcookedpap

andmadechakalakaandasalad’’

Me‘’forOlivia’’

Her‘’justmashedpotatoeswithherbs’’Ismileshehasthis

figuredoutshewillnotsolidfoodsinthis

statesosoftthingthatdoesnotrequirehertochew

Me‘’thankyoumylove’’

Her‘’Ihaveaconfession’’myheartstartstobeatfastwhat

coulditbe

Me‘’whatisitbaby’’Isay,andshewipesherhandsandlooks

downembarrassedbywhatIdon’tknow

Her‘’Iamsorryforkeepingitawayfromyou,butIfeltitwas

notmyplacetosay,plushehadpromised

totellyouandMercy’’

Me‘’okaySoftyounotmakingsensebaby’’shesighs

Her‘’IknewthatVusiwasgoingtoleaveMercy,cozhehad

alreadyfalleninlovewithafriendofmine,I

wasshockedwhenIfoundouttooIshouldhavetoldyoubaby



andfornotdoingitIamreallysorry’’

thatpinchesabit,soheisleavingherforanotherwoman

Me‘’ohIsee’’that’sallImanagetosay

Her‘’pleasedon’tbemadatmeplease’’Isighandgotoher

Me‘’fromnowpleaselet’snotkeepthingsfromeachother’’

Her‘’yesbabynomore’’Ikissher

Me‘’thankyou’’

Her‘’tellmedidyoulethimgoscotfreecozyouarenotinthe

rightspacewithyourdaughter’’

Me‘’thatandthefactthatIneedtofocusonOlivia.Softshe

hurtOliviasomuchIdon’twantanything

todowithMercy’’sheshakesherhead

Her‘’takethatbackrightnow,yesshehurtOliviaandforthatI

hurther,shehascostmemydaughter

andnowmybestfriendssanity,butyouareherfatherplease

don’tdisownher,Iknowhowitfeelsto

havenobodyandIwouldn’tevenwishitonmyworstenemy

babyplease’’

Me‘’Sizakelewhatyouareaskingofmeissomethingelse’’she

nods



Her‘’IknowbabyIknow,butfornowjustkeepheratadistance

tillOliviaisokaythenseehowyoufeel

aboutherthen,don’tcutheroutcompletelyplease’’Ihatethe

factthatIcan’tsaynotothiswoman

Me‘’SoftSoftSoft’’Isigh

Her‘’pleasebaby,keepheratanarm’slengthbutdon’tdisown

her,sheisaspecialcase’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nowthatistrue,Iswearsomethingiswrongwiththat

daughterofmine’’myphoneringsandit’s

GadafiIsighandanswerhespeaksandIlistenandwesayour

goodbyesIwillfillhiminonLivsoon,I

lookatSoftandfeelguilty

Me‘’babythatwasG,yourfatherisnomore’’sheclosesher

eyes

Her‘’ohIsee’’shesaysinalowvoice

Me‘’Iamsosorrymylove’’sheshakesherhead

Her‘’don’tbemylovehedeservedeverything.Ineedtocheck

uponOlivia,Iwillberightback’’shesays

walkingawayandIjustknowshewantstocrywhereIwillnot

see,yeshewasamonsterbuthewasstill

herfatherandwithaheartlikeSoft’sshesympathizeswith



everyonewhoishuman.Mypoorbaby

LungileMthethwa

Ifeellikethemostevilpersonintheworld,Ijustreceivedacall

fromGadafitellingmethatMadoda

burnedtodeath,andIcouldn’tevenshedasingletear,eventhe

deepestpartsofmyheartwerenot

moved,notevenabit,whymustImournamonsterlikehim,he

doesn’tdeserveourtearsnotevena

drop.IgotoSizwe’sstudyandpourmyselfaglassofhishot

staff.IgobacktotheloungeandThandiwe

walksinwithherchildren,mygrandsongreetsmeandrushes

tohisplayroom,andThandiwesitsdownnexttome

Her‘’haibomama,youdrinkingwhisky’’

Me‘’Iamcelebrating’’shelaughs

Her‘’sharethegoodnewsphela’’

Me‘’IfeelevilforthisThandiwe,butyourfatherburnedto

deathlastnightGadaficalled,Iamjust



waitingtoreceiveacallfromthepalacetoinformme’’

Her‘’wow,uhmsoheisnomore’’shelooksatmeawhile

Me‘’youarealsonotgoingtocryThandiwe’’shelaugh

Her‘’haiboma,cryforwhatmanje’’

Me‘’yaziThandiwewehavebecomeevil’’shelaugh

Her‘’Iamnotcryingforthatmen,hehurtmerealbadandto

mehisdeathismyhealing,Iamgoingto

getsomechampagne’’shedisappearsandcomesbackwithout

Kayise

Me‘’weneedtopracticecryingforwhenwegettothevillage’’

Her‘’wewilljustthinkofallthepainhebroughttousthenwe

willcry,simple’’

Me‘’Ifearthisngempela’’

Her‘’giveyourselfabreakmawami,theworldisbetteroff

withoutthatmen’’Isigh

Me‘’youarerightmybaby’’shesipsonherchampagne

Her‘’Iknowmylove.Weneedtogoshoppingforfuneral

clothes’’

Me‘’haimanaThandiwethatisabitdramatic’’

Her‘’exactlywearejustgoingtheretoact’’Ishakemyhead,



thischild

Me‘’letmegostartwiththepots’’

Her‘’mamasitdownandlet’sdrink,wewillorderonline’’she

poursherchampagneinmyemptywhisky

glass.Okaylet’smournDlaminithiswayIdon’tmind.Good

riddancetobadrubbish

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewithothers.Sorryfor

postinglate,gothomelate,seeyouon

myMondayguys,haveagreatweekendbabies.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter69(notedited)

Mercy

IgothomeandVusi’scarwasstillhere,thisisafirst,him

stayingathomethewholeday,thatmancan

neverspendthewholeafternooninthehouseonewouldswear

thatsomethingishauntinghimthathe

needstoalwaysbeawaytofindpeacefromit.Iretrieve



groceriesfromthebootandwalkin,musicis

blastingthroughmysoundsystem,heissmokingaCubanand

drinkingtheexpensivebottleheoncegot

frommyfather,Iwonderwhatheiscelebratingcozheonce

saidhewillonlydrinkaglassfromthat

bottlewhenhehassomethingtocelebrate,maybetheCape

Townbusinesshasfinallycamethroughfor

him.Igetexcitedabitandgositdown;soonasheseesmehe

lowersthevolume

Me‘’youseemhappybaby’’hesighs

Him‘’Iamtrustme’’Inodandsmile

Me‘’caretosharewithme’’hegulpsdownhisdrink

Him‘’Iamafraiditwon’tmakeyouhappyasitmakesme,andI

wantyoutoknowthatIamreallysorry,

thingswereneversupposetogetthisfar,Iamtrulysorry

Mercy’’fearcreepsthroughme

Me‘’youarescaringmebaby,what’sgoingon’’

Him‘’Ijustwantustobothbehappyand’’Icuthimoff

Me‘’andwearebaby,oratleastweareworkingtowardsit



love’’hebrusheshisheadandlooksatme

Him‘’MercyIwon’tbeataroundthebushIwilljustbehonest

withyou,IamsorryjustknowIam,butI

willnotbeabletocontinuewiththisrelationshipormarriage

whateveritis,Iamnothappywithyou

andIamtiredofpretendingreallyitisalltoomuch,meandyou,

wearewaterandoil,wedon’tmixat

allandthatarecipefordisaster,Iamsorrybutmeandyouwe

aredone,Iwishyounothingbutthe

best,youwillfindamanthatwillloveyouandyouwillbetruly

happy,Iamsorry’’Ijustlookathimwith

tearsrunningdownmyface,Icouldn’tbelievewhatheistelling

merightnow,Ifinallygathermy

strengthandspeak

Me‘’pleasetellmeyouarejokingpleasebaby’’heshakeshis

headno

Him‘’IamafraidIamnotMercy,Iamsorry’’heisreallyserious,

Vusiisbreakinguswithme

Me‘’butwhywhatdidIdo’’

Him‘’wearejustnotcompatible,itwillneverworkout’’Icry

somemore,hecan’tdothistome;hecan’t



leavemewhatwillpeoplesayohmyGod.Iknowonethingthat

willmakehimreconsiderhisdecision

Me‘’youcan’tdumpmeVusi,wesaidweareinthisforthelong

haul,myfatherwillneverletyouhurt

melikethis’’hesmiles

Him‘’seeMercywhateveryoudidtopissoutyourfatherthis

timeworkedinmyfavorcozIwenttohim

totellhimIamdonewiththisandhecouldn’tcareless,so

pleasedon’ttryandusethedaddycardto

tryandkeepme,cozthatmanisdonewith’’myheartbreaks

further,somydaddoesn’tcarethatVusiis

doingthistome

Me‘’babypleasedon’tdothistomepleaseIloveandwecan

workthroughitall’’Isaykneelinginfront

ofhimandholdontohislegs

Him‘’pleasedon’tmakethisharderthanitalreadyisplease’’

Me‘’aftereverythingwewentthroughVusiyouaredoingme

likethiswhy’’

Him‘’thisislongoverdueandyouknowit.Iamsorrybutweare

done,keepwell.Ihavealreadytaken

everythingthatbelongstome,youwillbeokay,Iwillseeyou



around’’hesaysremovingmyhandsfrom

hislegsandwalksout,IscreamIagonybutthatdoesn’tmove

himnotevenonebit.Whyisthis

happening,nowIhavenoone,myfatherismadatme,mysister

isaprisonerofherownmindandmy

husbandjustleftme,whathaveIdonetodeserveallthis,it

hurtssobadmorebecauseIhavenooneto

runto,Ihavenoshouldertocryon,Iamallaloneandthat

hurtssobad.

Vusi

IdrovestraighttoSowetotomeetwithmywoman,Icalledher

tomeetmeatSakhumziandsheagreed,

myheartisatpeace,IamhappythatIfinallydidrightforboth

thesewoman,ifIhadstayedwithMercy

IwouldhavealwayscheatedifUrielhadfinallydumpedmefor

notmakingrightbyher,Ijustwantto

thankwhateverforcesthatwereatwork,Icouldn’thavechosen

therighttimetoapproachRazor,andit

actuallyworkedoutinmyfavor,Iamtrulygrateful.Igetthere



andbeforeIcouldgetoutofthecarshe

getsinandtellmethatwecandrivetoourplace,shemisses

cookingforme,Iblushedlikecrazywhen

shesaidthat.Westartedatthemallandboughtgroceriesand

somewineandbeerforme,wegotto

thehouseandshestartedwiththepotsandonceshewasdone

shewenttofixthemessImadeinthe

bedroom,shefoldedmyclothesandplacedthemaccordingly

thenhangedtheonesneededtobe

hanged,thenshechangedthebedding,ItriedhelpingoutbutI

wastoldtogositdownandwatch

soccerorsomething,manthisisgoingtobesofulfillingmyGod.

Shepassedmebyandmadeherwayto

thekitchenandcamebachafewminuteslaterwithmyplate

andhers,weatewhilewatchingsoccer

andwhenwearedoneshetakesthembacktothekitchenand

comesbackwithabottleofwineandfewbeersinanicebucket

Me‘’thankyouforthefoodbaby,Ididn’trealizehowmuchI

missedit’’

Her‘’Ihonestlymissedtakingcareofyou’’Ismileandkissher,



thenpourheraglassofwine

Me‘’hereyouaremyangel’’shetakesitandsips

Her‘’thanksbaby,sohowdidtheytakeit’’

Me‘’wellherfatherdidn’tcare,toldmetotakeitupwithhis

daughter,IwasshockedcozIwas

expectinghimtoshowmehell,wellMercyontheotherhand

didn’titverywellbutIamsureshewill

getoveritsoon,sheisastrongperson’’shenods

Her‘’Ipraysobaby,butinallhonestlythankyou’’

Me‘’forwhatnowbeautiful’’

Her‘’formakingthingsright,Iwasscaredoflosingyoureally’’I

kissherhand

Me‘’thankyouforstandingyourground,Iwouldstillbe

comfortableandbetweentwowoman’’

Her‘’InowknowwhattodoifIwantyoutogetsomething

done’’helaughs

Me‘’nonopleaseangeldon’tdothatagain,ifyoueverleaveme

againUrielIwon’tcope’’sheblushes

Her‘’IamsorrybutifIdidn’twewouldn’tbeheretogethernot

hiding’’



Me‘’thatistruereally,fromnowitisjustyouandIboo’’

Her‘’Iamhappytohearthis’’

Me‘’canyoupleasespendtheweekendwithmebaby’’

Her‘’Iwouldlovetolove’’

Me‘’pleasecallyourdadwhileitisearly,Idon’twanttobein

hisbadbooks’’shelaughs

Her‘’dadisanunderstandingmanVee,hewon’tgiveyoutoo

muchofatoughtime,henceIspokewith

himaboutoursituationinsteadofmymother,thatoneisnot

easilypersuaded,shewouldhavehated

youwayawaya’’

Me‘’ifthatisthecase,thankyou’’shelaughsandtakesher

phonesanddialsherfather,shespeaksfora

whilethenhangsup

Her‘’doneheagreed,justsaidweshouldn’tgetusedit’’

Me‘’whenIdriveyoubackhome,tellhimIsaidIwillsoondo

therightthingokay’’

Her‘’wearedatingfirstremember,babysteps’’Ifrowns

Me‘’asyouwishmylove’’

Her‘’thankyoubaby’’shesmilesandIleaninandkissher



Oneweeklater

LungileMthethwa

WelaidMadodatohisfinalrestingplace.ThandiweandIreally

putonagoodshow,everyoneinthe

villagewasheartbrokenspeakingofagreatman,andhowI

wishtheyknewthekindofmonsterheis.

SizwegavehimandexpensiveburialfitforroyaltyandI

couldn’thavecaredless,foraslongashewillbe

rottingandeatenbyworms,ifitwereuptomeIwouldcement

plasterhisgravesoevenhissoul

doesn’tevenescape.Ihavehadtopretendtobehurttomysoul

forthepastweekandyohthatisthe

hardestthingwhenallyouwanttodoiscussouttheevilman.I

wastoldthatthecleansingceremony

willhappenafteramonth,Iwillhavetostayinthisvillageuntil

then.Thepolicieshavepaidoutandhis

moneyfromworkingwillalsoclearsoon,Itookmoneyfromthe

policiesandpaidforahouseIlookedat



inAlberton,itwasreallyniceandspacious,Iwillenjoyliving

thereandhavingmyownlife.Iamin

Thandiwe’sroom,sheispackingherclothes,andtheyaregoing

backtothecitythisafternoon

Me‘’IwishIwasalsoleavingthisplace’’

Her‘’sorrymama,stayinghereinthisvillagemourningthat

bastardhastobethehardestthing,Icould

never,thisisthelasttimeIamevensettingmyfoothere’’

Me‘’Idon’tevenknowhowIwillsurvivestayinginthispalace’’

Her‘’youwillsurvive,justkeepyourdistancefromtheKingand

beforeyouknowit,amonthwillhave

passedandyouwillbereadytomoveintoyournewhouse’’

Me‘’thatwillbemynewbeginnings,Ihavealreadystarted

applyingforworkinthehospitalsaround

thatside’’

Her‘’thatisGoodmama,thisisyourbigbreak’’Ismile

Me‘’definitelymybaby’’

Her‘’mama,Iwanttosaythankyou’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’forwhatnowThandiwe’’



Her‘’forbeingthereformeandhelpingmedealwiththepast’’

Me‘’Iamyourmotherbabyanditismyjobtohavebeenthere

andfirsttimeIfailedyoubabyandfor

thatIwillalwaysbesorry’’

Her‘’Idon’tblameyoumamaandyoucouldhaveneverthought

thathewoulddothattome,weall

lovedandbelievedinhim,wehopedthathewouldbethereto

protectusalways’’

Me‘’heisgonenow,hewillneverhurtyouagain’’

Her‘’andthatisareliefmama,Idon’twanttolie’’Ismileather

Me‘’finishpackingbaby,plusthesewallshaveears,wewilltalk

whenweIbacktothecity’’Iwhisper

andshelaughs

Her‘’yesma’am’’shecontinuespackingwhileIfeedKayise

Siza

Somedayssheisbetterbuttheotherssheisatherworst.

Todaysheisatherlowestthatwehadtocall

inthepsychiatristinthemorning,shehasn’tbeensleeping



enoughtoo,sotheDrgavehersomemore

medsandtoldustheyhaveasedativeeffectsoweshould

ensurethatsheeatsbeforegivingthemto

her,soMolemowenttofeedandgaveherpillsafewminutes

afterhewenttocheckuponherandshe

wassleepingpeacefully.Hecamedownandwejustsitdownon

thecouchineachother’s,intotal

comfortablesilence.Olivia’ssituationistakingitstollonthe

bothofusbutitdoesn’tmatter,wewill

helphertillsheisokay.Heconstantlykissesmyforehead.The

doorbellringsandluckilyoneofthe

helpersisback.AsecondlatershecomesbackwithMercy,andI

feelMolemotenseupanduntanglemefromhimthenstandsup

Him‘’whatinGod’snamedoyouwanthereMercy’’

Her‘’daddypleasejusthearmeout’’helaughs

Him‘’youhavenothingtosaythatIwanttohear’’

Her‘’Ibegyouplease,Ijustwant’’

Him‘’exactlyyou,italwaysaboutyouMercynoonebutyou’’I

seehereyestearup



Her‘’daddyplease,IknowImessedupandIwanttofixthings

withyouguys,youaretheonlyfamilyI

haveplease’’shecriedandIhadmyhandonmymouth

Him‘’youhaveyourmothergotoher,youchoseheroveryour

sisterssanitysogotoher’’

Her‘’Iamsorryplease.CanIpleaseseeOliviaandapologies’’he

chargedtowardsherangryashellandI

quicklystandbetweenthem.

Me‘’babypleasecalmdown’’heignoresme

Him‘’staythefuckawayfrommyhouse,staythefuckaway

fromOliviaMercy,youreallydon’twantto

seemebeamonstertoyou’’shecriedharder

Her‘’daddyplease’’

Him‘’getthehelloutbeforeIthrowyououtmyself’’heshouts

andwebothjump,shetakesherbag

andquicklywalksout.Heclickshistongueandgoestopour

himselfadrinkandgulpsindowninonego.

Me‘’Iknowthatshewrongedyoubutbabythatwasabitharsh,

Ithoughtweagreedthat’’

Him‘’Softpleasenotnowplease’’



Me‘’Iknowitisdifficultbut’’hecutmeoff

Him‘’damnSizakeleIsaidnotnow,canyoujustletthisgojust

fortoday,doyouthinkyoucandothat

forme’’heshoutsandIfeeltearsthreatening,hehasnever

raisedhisvoiceatme.Hetakeshiscarkeys

andwalletfromthecoffeetableandattemptstoleave

Me‘’whereareyougoingbaby’’hesighsandlooksback

Him‘’Iamgoingout,Iwillbebacklaterdon’twaitup’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsorryforpushing’’heexhales

Him‘’SoftIneedsomefreshairokay’’hesay’sandwalksout.I

feelsobadforpushinghimtobeokay

withMercy,heisnottakingthiswholethingwellandisblaming

himselfinaway,Ishouldn’tbeanother

problembyhimforcinghimtodisregardhisfeelings.hehas

nevershoutedatmenorwalkoutbefore

wefixthingsIguesshedidn’ttakethisonewell.IwishIcould

havejustsupportedhimonthistillhewas

okayemotionally.Idecidetogotobedandaskthehelperto

helpfeedOliviaifIamnotyetawake.



Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewiththeothers.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter70(notedited)

Razor

Ijustwentoutanddrovearound,Ifeelreallybadforraisingmy

voiceatherandwalkingout,Iknowshe

meanswellandIreallyappreciatethatandIloveherforit,butI

wishshecouldseethisfrommypoint.

Itisreallytoomuch,Ican’tlookatMercynoracceptherafter

whatshedidtohersister.Iwanttogo

homebacktoSoftsobadbutIamashamedtofaceherafterI

bustedoutlikethat,shedidn’tdeserve

thatnotonebit,shehasbeennothingbutagreatsupportto

meandOlivia,Ishouldbeworshippingthe

groundshewalksonnotthisshitIjustdid.Ifindmyselfoutside

Gadaffi’shouse,hisguardsopenupfor

meandIgetinside,heisnotinsight,Ibumpintohismaidand

shetellsmeheissittingoutsidebythe



pool,soImakemywaythatsideandfindhimsmokingweed

anddrinkingbeer,heseesme

Him‘’andhedecidestoshowhisfaceafterblowingmeofffor

anentireweek’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsorryman,alothasbeengoingonyouwon’tbelieve

it’’

Him‘’Iamallearswhat’sup’’hesayshandingmethejointandI

takeapuff,thenexplaineverything

Him‘’whatthefuck,Fionaisthedevil,buthowcouldMercydo

this,sheknewverywellwhatthatcould

havedonetoLiv’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowhownaïveshecouldbebuttoletFiona

manipulateherlikethisissickeningreally’’

Him‘’howisOliviabrother’’Isigh

Me‘’somedaysarebetterthantheothers,butyesterdayshe

wassomethingelse,itwastoomuchhey’’

Him‘’mypoorbaby,Ineverwantedtoeverseeherbackinthat

state’’

Me‘’youandIbothbrother’’Isighandhenarrowshiseyes

Him‘’fromthelookonyourfacesomethingisbotheringyou



more’’Itakeapuffandsigh

Me‘’IshoutedatSoftthenwalkedoutonher,somethingIhave

neverdonebefore’’hewhistles

Him‘’that’saproblem,butwhydidyoudoit’’Iexplained

Me‘’anditallcamefromagoodplacejustthatIwishshecould

understandthatitisgoingtotakemea

longtimetoforgiveMercy,ifIevenforgiveheratall’’

Him‘’Itotallyunderstand,butprobablythewholethingis

remindingherofwhenherfatherdisowned

heryouknow’’Inodandburymyheadinmyhands

Me‘’sheonceexplaineditinthatmanner,andIunderstandbut

eishIjustneedtimetogetOliviaback

tousthenIwilldecideonawayforwardwithMercy’’Isayand

henods

Him‘’youneedtogohomeandfacethis’’

Me‘’Iamashamedbrother,shedidn’tdeservetheshitIdid’’

Him‘’sheprobablyunderstandswhereyouwerecomingfrom,

justgohomeandapologizesincerely,

thiswholesituationishardonthebothofyou,asindividuals

anditwillgetsomecracksinyour



relationship,liketheincidentyoujustexplained,youtwolove

eachother,justtryandrememberthat

andyouwillmakeitthroughnomatterwhat’’sheisrightIneed

togohome,Ihavebeengoneforhour

now,shemustbeworriedsick

Me‘’Ineedtogofacemywomannow,Ineedtoapologize,

thankyou’’

Him‘’sureandOliviawillbeokay,shebeatthisonceshewilldo

itagain,Ipromiseyou’’

Me‘’longasIhavethatwomanbymysideIbelievewewillhelp

herpullthroughonceagain’’

Him‘’IwillcomevisithertomorrowafternoonwhenIgetback

fromCapeTown’’

Me‘’surewewillbewaiting’’Ifistbumphimandmakemyway

outafterdowningallofhisdrink

Thandiwe

Thedrivefromthevillagetothiscityisabloodydragyeses,on

theotherIhadtotakeafewstopsto

feedKayiseandherbrother,andthatjustaddedtothetime



addedingettinghere.Iamsotiredand

thankGodIamalmostatmyhouse,Idrivethroughchicken

lickentogetsomethingtoeatandthen

headtothehouse,Iarriveandmyhusband’scarisn’tinthe

driveway,Igetourbagsinthehousefirst

andthenwakeupmysonandcarryKayiseinside,Igoputher

downinhercotandherbrotherjust

stayedintheloungewatchingcartoons,Idecidedtomakehim

somethingtoeat,heisadrumstickfan

soapeaceandasliceofbutteredbreadwithcokenormally

doesthetrickwithhim.Wesitandeatwhile

watchinghiscartoons,Ithinkweasparentsshouldbe

protectedfromtheabusethesechildrenputus

throughwiththesecartoonchannels.BuythetimeIamdonehe

issleepingandIamthankfuleven

thoughIwantedtobathehimfirst.Icarryhimtohisroomand

tuckhiminthenmakemywaytoour

bathroomandtakeashower,Ifinishandgoout,whilebusy

applyingmylotionSizwewalksinand

standsbythedoorwithhishandsburieddeepinhispockets



Me‘’ohheythere’’Isaysmiling

Him‘’heybabes,whendidyouguysgetback’’

Me‘’almost2hoursnowlove’’

Him‘’hadagooddrivekodwa?’’Isigh

Me‘’itwasalongone,travellingwithlittlekidsisanotpapand

vleis’’

Him‘’Icanonlyimagine,speakingofkidswherearethey’’

Me‘’Kayisesleptwhenwegotintothecityandshehasbeen

outsince,wellyoursontriedtoacttough

andwewatchedcartoonsfirstandhefellasleep’’helaughs

Him‘’Imissthemsomuchhey’’Ismile

Me‘’youknowtheymisstheirdaddytoobaby’’hecomestome

andholdsmywaist

Him‘’andhowismommyholdingup,Iknowyouandyourfather

wereveryclose,thishastobeso

hard’’Isniff,andpullasadface,heneedstobuythatIamheart

broken

Me‘’whathurtsisthewayhediedbaby,Icanonlyimaginethe

painhewasinwhenthatfirewaseating

throughhim’’Istartedcryingbutnotforthatman



Him‘’shhhit’sokaymylove,heisinabetterplace,Iknowhe

diedtoosoonbutIpromisehewillwant

youtogoonwithyourlifeandbeokay’’

Me‘’youthinksobaby’’

Him‘’Iknowsomyloveyourfatherlovedyouverymuch,he

wantedyoutobeveryhappy’’InodlikeI

ambuyingthebullheissayingaboutthatman

Me‘’thankyoubabyIguessIneededtohearthatreally’’

Him‘’great,thistooshallpass,Ipromise’’hekissesmylipsand

hugsmeagain,Ijustsniffsniffforthat

dramaticeffect.

Him‘’haveyouhadanythingtoeat’’

Me‘’Iboughtchickenlickenlove,whataboutyou’’

Him‘’Ihaven’teatenlove’’

Me‘’comeIwillmakeaplateforyoujustnow’’

Him‘’thankyoubaby’’wegetoutofthebedroomandKayise

decidestocry

Me‘’yougogetherandIwillgofixyourfood’’

Him‘’okayIwillbedownjustnow’’



Me‘’sharpbabe’’hewalkstoKayise’snurseryandIheaddown

tothekitchen.Ineedtocallmymother

toletherknowIarrivedsafelycozifIdon’tcallshewillbedead

withworrybymorning.

Siza

IwokeuphoursagoandthehelperhadalreadyfedOliviaand

whenitwastimeforbedshegaveher

pills,Iwenttocheckuponherandshewaspeacefullysleeping

shewasholdingontoapicture,Itookit

anditwasapictureofherandsomeguysoIassumeit’sJabu,

shemustmisshim,Iputthepictureback

andkissherforeheadthenswitchoffherlightandwalkout,

thesesleepingpillsknockhertillmorning.I

checkthetimeandit’safter9andMolemoisnotyetback,he

mustreallybemadatme.Igomake

myselfsomerooiboswithadashoflemonjuiceanddecideto

gowaitforhiminthecinema.Idecideto

checkNetflix,andIseeanoldmovieIhavebeenmeaningto

watch.Okayit’sagreatonehey.Ikeepon



watchingandIhearavoicespeakbehindme

Him‘’soyouarehidinginhere,Iwasscaredthatyouleft’’Ilook

backandhecomestowardsmeandsettlesnexttome

Me‘Isleptformostoftheafternoon,sonowIdon’thaveany

sleep’’hegivesmeafaintsmile

Him‘’ohokay,howisOlivia’’

Me‘’sheisokay,shewasawakewhenIwasasleepIhadasked

thehelpertofeedherthengiveherpillswhenit’stime’’

Him‘’Iamsorryforleavingyouherewithheralone’’

Me‘’it’sokaybabe,Idon’tmind’’henodsandlooksdownonhis

handsandinhales

Him‘’Softbaby,Iwanttoapologizeforshoutingatyoulikethat

baby,Ididn’tmeantoIwouldsayit’s

becauseseeingMercyputmeoff,butIwouldn’twanttojustify

myactions,Iamreallysorryratolaka

pleaseforgivemebabe’’hetakesmyhands

Me‘’Iamnotsayingwhatyoudidwasright,ithurtmebabybut

Ishouldn’thavepushedlikethat,we

don’tdealwiththingsthesamewayandIneedtounderstand

that.Iamsorrytoo,butpleasenexttime



don’twalkoutwhenwearenotokay,rathergotoanotherroom

tocooloffandcomebackasecondlatersowfixthings’’

Him‘’Ihearyoumyloveandthankyouforunderstanding’’

Me‘’it’sokaymylove,wewillhavemisunderstandingsnowand

againitisonlynatural,justknowthatIloveyou’’hesmiles

Him‘’andIloveyoutoomybaby’’

Me‘’haveyouhadanythingtoeat’’

Him‘’nobabynothing,didyoucook?’’

Me‘’nopewokeupreallylate,butIcanwhipsomethingforyou

realquick’’

Him‘’ifit’snottoomuchtroublelove’’

Me‘’foryouitcouldneverbe,stirfrywilltakemeabout

30minutesifyouhelp’’hesmiles

Him‘’whatdoyouneedmetodo’’

Me‘’justcutthechickenbreastintostrips,Iwillcookthe

noodlesandfrythestairfryrealquickthen

mixeverythingandspiceupeverything’’hesmiles

Him‘’okaythankyoumylove’’

Me‘’coolthenlet’sgotothekitchenandcookyousomefood’’

hegetsupandtakesmyhandandwegotothekitchen



Me‘’bythewaywheredidyougo,youreyesaresoredbaby’’

Him‘’IwenttoseeGadafiandwesmokedweedlove’’hesays

Me‘’ohIsee,that’swhyyouaresohungry’’helaughs

Him‘’eishbabymunchiesarekillingme,pleasemakesurethat

thefoodismorethanenough’’Ilaughathimandnod

Me‘’okaythen’’

Vicky

WhoeverthisguyThatoisdatingisloading,thisguyisnot

afraidtospendonher,andshegetswhatshe

wants.AfterherBalitipsishasbeenflourishing,thisguygives

hermoneyleftrightandcentre,butI

wonderwhyshejustwon’ttellmethisguys’nameis.itis

becomingsuspiciousnow,ifIdaretouchher

phoneshefreaksandallhellbreaksloose,whoeverthisguyisit

issomeonesheisn’tsupposetobeseen

with.Itisafter9atnightandIamprettysuresheisnotcoming

back;shecanaffordtosleepat

expensivehotels.Surprisinglyenoughthedooropensandshe



walkinholdingapaperbagfromGucci

andplasticsfromYDE.Onherotherhandshehasapaperbag

fromNandos

Me‘’heybabe’’shesmiles

Her‘’heygirl’’shesaysandplacesherstaffdownandgoesto

thefridgeandcomesbackwithabottleof

champagneandsomepotatochipsfromwoolies,sisisliving

guysIamtellingyou

Me‘’Ithoughtyouwerenotcomingback’’shesighs

Her‘’ohbabegotacallfromhissecuritythewifecameback

earlierthanexpected’’

Me‘’ohwhatabammyfriend’’

Her‘’argnoworrieslove,meandhimsendtoomuchtime

togetherIdon’tmindhimgivinghiswife

attention,thatishowit’ssupposedtobe’’

Me‘’ifIhadmyclawsonSizweIwouldn’tevenletgoofhim’’

shelaughs

Her‘’trustmeyouwouldgetboredfast.Itwon’tbeasthrilling

asbefore’’shesipsonherdrink



Me‘’babecanIaskforahugefavor’’

Her‘’shoothun’’shecrossesherlegsandherdesignershoes

getinmyface

Me‘’IneverwantedtodothisbutIwashopingyoucouldloan

meaboutR5000thingshavebeensodry

heyandIhavealottopay’’

Her‘’shitbaby,themoneyIhadonmeIsendsomehomeso

theypayforthebuildingmaterialandI

sendsometomysavingsaccountandIcan’taccessthatone

withoutnotice,butS’’shecoughsandI

giveheralook,shealmostgaveawaythenameofherman,at

leastIknowitstartswithandSitwillbe

easytoinvestigates,afterthefakecoughshecontinued

Her‘’yesbabymymanwillsendmoneytometomorrow

afternooncozhecouldn’ttodaythenIwill

sendyouthatchangene’’whoaR5000isnowchangetoher

Me‘’Iwouldreallyappreciateitbabe’’Ifakeasmile

Her‘’Iamgoingtofitthese,wanttocomesee’’

Me‘’whynot,westandandgotoherroom,sheisevengaining

someassmmhhh



Bonusnyanaformyloyalpeople.Iloveyouallhlengyour

supportmeanseverything.

Siza’stribulation

Chapter71(notedited)

Siza

ItisalmostChristmasandmybestfriendisstillnotherself,I

feeldefeatedreally,Idon’tknowwhatto

doanymore,IjustwishIhadsomethingtodosoIcanhelpher,I

feeluseless,Ihonestlybelievethat

thereissomethingmoreIcoulddoforOlivia,allshedoesthese

daysisstareatJabu’sphotosandcry

untilshefallsasleep.Thesituationinthehouseisverytense,I

haveneverseenmymansohelpless,the

psychiatristdoesn’tknowwhattodoanymore,everyonehas

donewhattheyhopedwouldhelpherbut

nothingisworkinginattemptingtobringherbacktous.Inever

thoughthesewouldbethemost



emotionalfestiveseason.Molemowentouttomeetwithhis

associatesaboutfundsforsomecharity

housesotheycanhavethebestChristmas.Iwasleftalonewith

Olivia,mybodyistired,myemotions

unstable,Iamjustawrackreally.Anideapopsinmyheadbutit

mightbeadangerousone,butIhave

alwaysheardthattofullydealwithsomethingandbeableto

movepassedit,youneedtofaceithead

onandIknowImightmakeherworseorevenriskMolemo

hatingmebutIneedtodothis,hewillhate

meandIwilltakeitbutIwouldhaveatleasttriedeverythingto

helpher,Ilovehertoomuchtositback

andwatchhersickdeeperanddeeperintodepression.Istand

upandheadtoherroomandsheisdoing

thesamething,starringathisphoto,Igotoherandtakethe

pictureandshelooksatmeshockedbutI

don’tsayanything.Igotoherclosetandpulloutamaxidress

andflipflops.Igobacktoherandhelp

herstandandundressherthenightshirtandputonthedress,

sheputsontheshoesandIbrushher

braidsandItakeherandwewalkdownstairs,sheissilentbutI



canseethatsheiswondering.Itakemy

phoneandcarkeysandwewalktomycarIopenthepassenger

doorandshegetsin,Igottomyside

andstarttheengine,Idrovethereacoupleofdaystolocatethe

grave.idrivesofast,myheartis

beatingsofast,Iamscared,Imightbecausinghermore

damagebutitisworththetry.Wegettothe

cemeteryandshelooksatmewithtearsinhereyesandIcan

tellthatsheknowswhywearehere.Igo

openherdoorandshesitsstill,Ihelpheroutandsurprisingly

shedoesn’trefuse,wewalkindeeper

untilwestandinfrontofhisgrave.Tearswerenowstreaming

uncontrollablyonherashface.

Me‘’itisenoughnowOlivia,youhavebeenthroughenough

babe,itistimeyouletallthisgo,takeback

yourlifefromallthispainplease,youaregrownupnowand

eventhoughyourmotherlovedMercy

morethanyou,youstillmadeitthrough,nowyouhavemeand

yourfatherandweloveyousomuch,

takebackyourlifeplease,hehurtyouandcausedyoutogo



backtothisdarkplaceandhedoesn’t

deserveyourtears,yourlove,heisnotworthyoumourning,he

isnotworthyouloosingyourselflike

this,yesyoulovehimbutIbegyoupleasechooseyourselfbaby,

helpmepullyououtofthere,take

yourpowerfromJabuandFiona,theyaretraitorsandIbegyou

don’tallowthemtoclaimyoursanity

too’’shewascryingandjuststaringathisgrave,shewentsilent

forabout5minutes,Idon’tseea

change,Iguessthisdidn’tworktoo.Igiveup,letmejusttake

herbackhome,Iwalktowardsherside

andshesinksdownandscreamssobad,likescreamingfrom

thetopofherlungs,Iquicklygodownand

holdher.thisisthefirsttimeIhearhervoiceinweeks.She

continuescryingforwhatseemslikeforever.

Her‘’ithurtssobadSiza,ithurtstomysoul,Itrustedhim,he

knewIneededhim,buthejusttookmy

heartandwalkedalloverit,outofallthewomaninworldhe

hadtochoosemyownmother,wasI

neverenoughforhim’’ohmyGodsheisspeakingsheisfinally

talkingagain.Iletmytearsfall,Ididn’t



makeitworseitworked,myplanworkedthankyouGod.

Me‘’Iknowbaby,anditisnotonyou,itisonFionaandJabu.

Youwillbeokay,justtakeyourpower

backtakeyourlife,enoughisenoughnow,wecan’talwaysgo

backhereeachtimeyouseeFiona.Tell

Jabutoleaveyoualonerightnow,tellhimthathenolongerhas

poweroveryou,tellhimtorestin

peaceandthatyouforgivehimnotforhimbutforyourpeace.

Itisenoughnow,youareOliviaandyou

aretiredofalwaysbeenherecozyouentrustedyourlifeinto

someone,itstopsnowdoyouhearme?

Youwillneveragainputyourlifeandsanityonapersonbut

God.Takebackyourliferightnow’’she

nodsandwipeshertears.

Her‘’JabulaniJali,Iforgiveyouforwhatyoudidtome,Iam

doingthisformyself,Iamtirednow,Iwill

notsaymuchtoyoubutjustknowthatIwillneverbea

prisonerofmymindbecauseyourbetrayalhurt

metomysoul.RestinpeaceandknowthatthisisthelastdayI

evershedatearforyouorwhatyoudid

withmymother’’shesaidandwipedherentirefacewithher



dressandlooksatme

Me‘’areyouokay’’

Her‘’howcanIeverrepayyouSiza,Ididn’trealizethatIhadto

letgoofhim,Iwastheoneallowing

myselftobetrapped,thankyousomuchfornotgivingupon

me’’

Me‘’youcanrepaymebypromisingthatnomatterwhatyou

willnotneedanyonetobeokay,even

me’’shesmilesandcomestomeandfoldherarmsaroundme

Her‘’Ipromisewithmyheart’’Ihugherbackandwesqueeze

Me‘’Ihavemissedyousomuchmyfriend’’

Her‘’Ihavemissedyoumorethanyoucanimagine,itfeelsgood

beingbacktoreallife’’Ismile

Me‘’letmegetyouhome,youdeservealonghotshower’’

Her‘’andadecentmeal,pleasecookmemyfavorite’’

Me‘’consideritdonebabe,comeletmegetyouhomenow’’we

holdhandsandwalktotheBentley.

ThankyouGodforbringingherbacktous,Razorwillbeso

thrilledtoseeherbabygirl.



LungileMthethwa

King‘’sorrytodisturbyou,canwepleasehaveaword’’Inarrow

myeyes

Me‘’YeboNkosiyami’’hesitsdownnexttome

King‘’howareyouholdingup,Ihopetheyaretreatingyouwell’’

Me‘’Iamgettingthereonedayatatimeandtheyaretreating

meverywellthankyou’’

King‘’Iamgladtohearthat.Ihavebeenmeaningtoask,what

yourplansarenowthatMadodaisno

more’’Isigh

Me‘’wellIwillhavetomovetotheCitytomychildren,sincethe

houseburneddownandmyhusbandis

gone,thereisnothingleftformehere’’

King‘’thatisnotentirelytrueLungile,youknowMadodaandI

grewuptogetherandIhadeyesforyou

buthebeatmetoit,youshouldhavebeenmyQueen’’Icough

andlookathimshocked

Me‘’ohIsee’’helaughs

King‘’itisnottoolateyouknow’’Inarrowmyeyes



Me‘’excuseme?’’hesighsandturnstolookatme

King‘’IhaveabigKingdom,IamoneofthewealthiestKingsin

thisregion,Icanaffordtotakecareof

you,justagreetobemyQueenLungileandIwilllayeverything

downatyoufeet’’Iamshockedbeyond

explanation,isthismanserious

Me‘’nottosoundrudebutyoualreadyhave5wives‘’

King‘’IcanhaveasmanywivesasIwant,IamKingafterall’’I

justlaugh

Me‘’youhavenoshame,Iaminmourningifyouarenotaware

Mthetho’’hesmiles

King‘’justhearhowperfectyousaymyname,wewillbegood

togetherjustsayyes’’Istandup

Me‘’youareasickman,Iamnotoneoftheseblindvillage

womanyousmoothtalktogetintotheir

pants,Ihaveselfrespect,andafterherIwillnotbeabletostay

hereanylonger,Iammovingthe

cleansingtothisweekend’’hestands

King‘’thatisnothowwedothingsinthisvillageLungileand

youknowthat’’

Me‘’Idon’tcareMthetho’’Iwalkawayfromhimthenerveof



thatmanhowdarehernxa.

Razor

IgothomeandSoftwasnowhereinsight,Itriedcallingherbut

shedidn’tanswer.Iwenttocheckon

mydaughterwasalsonotinherroom,wherecouldtheybe,I

amstartingtopanic,wherecouldthey

possiblyberightnow,Imeantheycan’tevengooutinpublic

cozOliviaisnotherself.Itakemyphone

abouttocalloneofmyboystotackSiza’sphonebutIhearthe

dooropenandIquicklygoandseewho

itis,SizawalksinfollowedbyOliviawithacupoficecreamin

herhand,Ifrown.Sheseesmeandplaces

thecupdownontheflowertableandrunstome

Her‘’ohdaddyIhavemissedyou’’shesaysattackingmewitha

hugandIamshocked

Me‘’Oliviababyyouaretalking,areyouokay?’’shelet’sgoand

looksatmestraightintheeye



Her‘’it’smedaddy,Iambetternow’’Ididn’tevenwanttoknow

howatthismoment,Ijustholdher

tightinmyarmsandkissthetopofherhead

Me‘’ohnanaIamsohappytoseeyoubackwithus,Ifeltso

defeatedseeingyoulikethatagain’’

Her‘’IknowandIamsorrybutIpromisethatIwillneverallow

myselfbackinthatsituationagain’’

Me‘’Iamsohappytohearthatngwanake’’

Her‘’wehaveSizakeletothank,shereallyhelpedmepapaand

mademerealizesomuchandIwill

foreverbeindebtedtoher’’IsmileandlookatSoftbythedoor.

Me‘’ohwhathasmysuperwomandonethistimetosavethe

day’’Oliviasmilesandturnstolookather

Her‘’shetookmetoJabu’sgraveandImanagedtoletitallgo,I

neededthatandIwasn’tevenaware’’

shesaysandIletgoofherandwalktomywomanandkneelin

frontofher

Me‘’Idon’tknowwhatIdidtodeserveyouSizakele,youhave

savedmefrommyselfandnowyouhave

somehowmanagedtosavemydaughtertoo.Iblessthedayyou

wereborn,Iblessthedayyouwalked



intomylife.Thankyousomuchfromthebottomofmyheart’’

sheletsoutatearandIholdherwaist

andplacemyheadonherstomachandsheholdmyhead

Siza‘’itisonlymypleasurebaby’’shekissesmybaldheadand

helpsmestandup

Me‘’areyoureallyokaybaby’’IaskOlivia

Her‘’notentirelypapabutIwilltakeitadayatatime’’Ismile

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthis.Wewillbeheretoensurethatyou

areokay’’

Her‘’youguyshavedoneenoughforme,itisalluptomenow

papa,Ineedtostandupandclaimmy

lifeback’’

Me‘’Iamsoproudofyoubabygirl’’

Her‘’thanksdaddy,Ineedtogotakeabath,babeIcanstill

countonyouforthatplateright’’

Siza‘’definitelyHun,Iamheadingtothekitchen’’theboth

laughandmyheartisokay.Oliviaheadsup

thestairsandIamleftwithSoft

Me‘’youarejustthebest,Idon’tknowhowIcaneverthank

you’’



Siza‘’Iwillthinkofsomethingbetterbutfornowpleasehelpme

cookherfavoritemeal’’

Me‘’Iwillbehappytohelpbaby’’

Siza‘’wellinthatcaselet’sgomyco-chef’’Ilaughandpullher

intomyarms

Me‘’Idon’tknowbutIwillalwaysthankyouforwhatyoudid

forOliviababy,youareGodsent’’

Siza‘’IwoulddoanythingpossibletohelpyouandOlivia,you

guysaremyfamily’’Ismileandkissher

Me‘’Iamgoingtomarryyou,andyouwillbaremeasonSoft,

andhewillbetheonlyMotaungheir

blessedtocallyoumommy’’shegigglesandhidesherfacein

mychest.

Siza‘’Ilovethesoundofthatbaby’’

Me‘’Iamgladyoudobaby,nowlet’sgocook’’Iletgoofherand

wegotothekitchen

Siza‘’wearemakinglasagnaandstickywings’’

Me‘’niceone,havebeencravingthatmyself’’shelaughsand

goestothepantrytofindingredients

Mercy



Ihavelosteverythingandeveryoneinablinkofaneye,Ican’t

believethatIamallalonewithnoonein

mycorner,ithurtssobadly.Ihavebeenashadowofmyselffor

afewdaysnow.Ijustwanttobeokay,I

havebeenfailingtolocateVusiandheisn’tpickingmycallsin

factittakesmestraighttovoicemailand

hedoesn’tevenbothercallingmeback,itisasofrustrating.I

haven’tbeentakingabathandIhavejust

beenpumpingmyselfwithalcoholtofallasleepandtohelpme

copewiththispain.Igetoutofbedand

takeaquickshowerandthenwearmygreysweatpantsanda

whitecroptopwithmywhiteairforce,I

holdmyweaveinamessybunandIheadout,Iamhungryplus

thehangoveristoomuch,Ishouldjust

goeatatClubNation,theyhavethismadeplatter,wors,steak,

porkchopsandchickenwingswithchips

andsaladperfecttocureforthisbabi.Itakemypurseand

phoneandwalkdownstairsmycarkeysare

onthekitchencounter,Itakethemandheadout.Igettothe

clubandgositoutsideandlookatthe



busystreets,itistheperfectdistraction.Iorderanditcomes

afterawhile,IeatinpeaceandIamreally

enjoyingit.Iamdisturbedbylaughter,avoiceIknowverywell,I

lookbehindmeandit’sVusiwithsome

girl,theyarehavinglunchandlaughing,youcanseehow

comfortabletheyarewitheachother,Ikeep

myeyesonthemandthegirlfeedshimandmyheartbreakshe

wasneverlikethiswithme,hestands

andplantsakissonherlipsandthatsendsmeofftheedge,I

juststandupandmovetothemfuriousas

hell,Ijustwanttograbthatbitchandteachheralesson

Me‘’Iknowyoudidn’tbreakupwithmebecauseofanother

womanVusi’’hesighs

Him‘’Mercypleasejustwalkaway’’Ilaugh

Me‘’walkaway,youmademeafool,spendmyfather’smoney

likeitwasyours,youusedmeVusiand

nowyoutossingmetotheside’’Iscream

Him‘’youareattractingunnecessaryattentionMercyplease’’

Me‘’doIlooklikeIfuckencareiftheyarelookingatmeright

now,youplayedmeyoumotherfucker’’



Him‘’IsaidIamsorryforhurtingyouMercy,Idon’tknowwhat

moreyouwantmetodo,tellmewhat

doyouwantmetodo’’

Me‘’Iwantyoutogetupandgohomewithmerightnow’’

Him‘’Ican’tdothatIamsorryforhurtingyoubutIcan’tbe

withyouagain’’

Me‘’becauseofthishoerighthere,thisbasicbitchreallyVusi,

thisiswhatyoureplacedmewith’’

Him‘’sheisnotyourreplacement’’Ilaugh

Me‘’andwhatisshehuh’’

Him‘’hernameisUrielandsheismygirlfriend’’hearinghimsay

thatsetmeIjusttookthebottleof

wineonthetableandhitthatgirlwithitonherhead,she

screamed,VusiquicklypushedmeandIfell

andherushedtoher,Istandupandshebleedingfromthecut

onherforehead

Him‘’youwilllearntoleaveotherpeopleshusbandsgirly’’Isay

pointingather,theyignored

Him‘’babylookatmeareyouokay’’

Her‘’Iamnotsurebaby,Iamabitdizzy’’



Him‘’Iamtakingyoutothehospitalokayholdon’’hestandsup

andtakesoutafewR200notesand

placesthemonthetableandpacksherbagandthencarriesher

bridalstyletheywalkout,Ifollowthem

cussing

Me‘’youwillneverseethelastofmeVusi,Iwillbeyourworst

nightmare,youwillregretthedayyou

evercrossedpathswithme’’hebluntlyignoresmeandgetsher

inthecarthengoesaroundhissideand

getsin.Istartthrowingstonesathiscarandhedrivesaway

leavingmewithdust,peoplearealready

outsidewatchingthemovie

Me‘’whatthefuckareyoualllookingat’’Iclickmytongue

Pleasereact,leaveacommentandsharewiththeothers.

Siza’stribulations

Chapter72(notedited)

Olivia



Itfeelsreallygoodbeingbacktolife,Iwasbackinaverydark

placeinmylife,aplaceIthoughtIwill

neverfindmyselfineveraveragain,butIguessIwastooquick

tosaythat,Ineverthoughtthatmy

sisterwoulddomelikethis,sheknewmysituationbutshestill

decidedtotakeFiona’ssidebutsheisan

adultIwouldhaveunderstoodthatshewantshermother,she

shouldhavejustleftmeoutofit,she

couldhavehadthedecencytoletmeordadknowthatFionais

backmaybeIcouldhavefoundawayto

acceptit,anotherpartofmeisgladthatIwentthroughthis

again,aspainfulasitwas,Sizamademe

realizethatImustneverentrustmysanityintopeople’slives

cozoncetheydisappointmeIamleft

broken,IhavelearnedthatIcanlovepeoplebutIdonothave

tomakethemthecenterofmyuniverse

cozIendupgettinghurt.IhavedecidedthatIwillforgiveand

letgoofit,formypeace,Idon’twantto

holdontothisanymore,whatIwentthroughwillalwaysbea

reminderofhowstrongIam,areminder

thatIamaconqueror.Iamblessedtohavemyfatherand



Sizakeleinmycorner;Ihonestlydon’tknow

whatIcouldhavedonewithoutthebothofthem,theywere

thereformeandneverleft,asmuchasI

amdoingthisformyselfIwilldothistohonortheirsacrifices.

Mylifebelongstomenowandnoonewill

forcemetothatdarknessagain.Ifinishedtakingashowerand

wentdownstairsandfoundthem

cuddlinginthecinemawatchingsomeseries,IknowitsSiza

becauseit’samedicalseries.

Me‘’heylovebirds’’theystayinthesameposition

Dad‘’heybabygirl’’

Siza‘’heybabe’’

Me‘’IthinkIneedtogobacktotheapartment,Iamtiredof

beingasparewheel’’theylaugh

Dad‘’please,wearetiredofhostingtoo,wecan’tbefreeinour

ownhouse’’

Siza‘’pleasetellherbaby,wecan’tevenwalkaroundnaked’’

Me‘’ohmyGod,Sizanotyou,Icantakeitfromhim’’theylaugh

Dad‘’wejustkiddingnana’’Ismile



Me‘’Iknowyouaredaddy’’Sizalet’sgoofhimandsitsstraight

Siza‘’youguyswhatarewegoingforChristmas’’

Me‘’IjustgotbacksoIhaven’treallythoughtofanythinghey

babe’’Ilookatdad

Dad‘’anythingyouwanttodoSoftaslongasIamwithyouand

Olivia’’wesmileathim

Siza‘’IwashopingthatwecouldspendourChristmasondeck

inCapeTown,wecouldbuyenough

drinks,alltheingredientsandIwillcookChristmaslunchand

thenwecanwatchChristmasmovies

whichwestuffourfaceswithjunkandallthealcohol,eishbut’’

Dad‘’eishwhatbaby,itisaniceideaIlikeit’’

Me‘’Iamallforit,itisdifferentsomethingwehaveneverdone

before’’myfathernods

Siza‘’Idon’tknowofaboatthathasacinema’’

Dad‘’justplaneverythingbabyIwillgetusayatchwith

everything,aJacuzzi,andthecinemayouwant

ohohandabigkitchensowecanallpreparethatlunch’’she

blushes

Me‘’daddypleasegetthatonethatisownedbythatMiddle

Easternassociateofyours,Ihavealways



wantedtoseemyselfinthatbaby’’helaughs

Dad‘’Iwasthinkingofthesameonenana’’Ipunchtheairasa

signofvictory

Siza‘’thatwouldbegreatbabythanks’’

Dad‘’letmegomakethatphonecallnow’’

Me‘’aren’tyouthebestdaddyintheworld’’

Dad‘’what’sthatonethingyousayagainaboutthewayIamto

Softasherboyfriend’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youaredoingthisboyfriendingthingtoowelldaddyMo’’

helaughsandkissesSizathenexits.

Vusi

IneverthoughtMercywoulddothisshouldwemeetwithherin

public,itisclearthatIwastotally

wrong,sheismadandsheisdangerous,Iamjustmadatmyself

fornotbeingabletostopherfrom

hurtingUriel,Idon’tknowwhyIputitpassedhertodosuchI

meansheusedtobephysicalwithmeso

whatwouldstopherfromattackingUriel,IunderstandthatI



hurtherandIamsincerelysorryforallI

didtoher,butevensoIamnotsorryforchoosingAngel,Iam

happyandIpraythatshewillalsomeet

someonewhowillloveherlikeshedeservesto.Iamlookingat

hersleepingpeacefullyonthehospital

bed,MandlaistheDrwhoisattendingtoher,theydidsome

scansandtheisnottraumatothebrain

noranyinternalbleeding,Iwasrelievedforthat.Hejust

cleanedherwoundandgaveherstitches.They

arekeepingherhereovernight,privatehospitalsand

unnecessarystayssothattheycanclaimmoney

fromthemedicalaid,evenrunninguselesstestsmxm.Mandla

walksinandwefistbump

Me‘’sheisgoingtobeokayright’’hesmiles

Him‘’sheisokaybafo,everythingseemclearandIamhappy’’

Me‘’thankgoodness’’Isighandkissherhand

Him‘’sowhathappenedvele’’

Me‘’whoelseifnotMercy’’helaughs

Him‘’yohyohthatoneispsychowhatdidshedothistime’’he



asksfoldingherarms

Me‘’somyqueenandIaresittingthereatcubnationhaving

lunchwhensheappearedandstartedher

drama,nextthingIknowshehitAngelwithabottleofwinewe

weredrinking’’hewhistles

Him‘’allIcansayislookafteryourgirlmancozwebothknow

thatthiswasonlythebeginning’’Iwas

abouttoanswerwhenmybabyspoke

Her‘’canIpleasehavewaterbaby’’Ilookatherandsmileand

gopourwaterinaclassandhelphedrink

Me‘’howareyoufeelingnow’’

Her‘’Iambetterbabytheheadachehasdieddown’’

Him‘’lookwho’sapatientnow’’Mandlasaystoherandweall

laugh

Her‘’itfeelssoweirdImustsay’’

Him‘’Itotallyunderstandwhatyouaresaying,IswearifIwas

tobeadmitted,IwouldwanttoDr

myself’’welaugh

Me‘’Idon’tdoubtthatonebit,stubbornZuluman’’

Him‘’youknowme,guysletmeleaveyoutwo,IhavepatientsI



needtocheckon,beokayweneedyou

back,Iwillgiveyouanentireweekoff’’hesayslookingatAngel

Her‘’thankyouDrNtuli’’henodsandwalksout

Me‘’babyIamsosorryforthis’’shesmilesatmeandtakesmy

hand

Her‘’noneedtoapologizemybaby,thisisn’tyourfaultatall

love’’

Me‘’Iwillunderstandifyouwanttopresscharges’’sheshakes

herheadno

Her‘’nobabyitsokay,let’sleaveherbe,shewasjustangryand

hurt’’

Me‘’areyousureUriel?’’

Her‘’100% baby,Iunderstandwhatmadeherdoit,seeingus

madeherloseit,sheisstillhurting’’

Me‘’youarethebestyouknowthat’’sheblushes

Her‘’IhavebeentoldheysoyeahIknow’’webothlaugh

Me‘’someoneisfeelingherselfrightnow’’shelaughsand

smacksmyhand

Her‘’justpleaseshowmethisscarbaby,itisnotbadright’’

Me‘’itissobigandIamsosorry’’tearsforminhereyes



Her‘’ohnopleasethisisnothappening,myfaceisruined’’she

cries

Me‘’Iamjustkiddingbabypleasedon’tcryplease’’

Her‘’don’tjokewithsensitiveissueslikethisbaby’’Iholdinmy

laughandnodthenkissthescar

Mandla

AftermyroundsIwentstraighthome,Ihadadayfromhell,

nothinghurtslikeworkingduringthe

festiveseason,atleastItookleavefromthe25thtothe1st.I

willbebackatthehospitalwhenweare

busy,peoplewithbegoingbackhomefromtheholidaysand

thatmeansroadswillbebusyand

accidentswillbehappeningleftrightandcentersoIneedthis

restngempela.Igettomyhouseandthe

smellofhomecookedfoodhitsmynostril,PalesaandIhave

beendoingreallygreat,shehasreally

uppedhergame,shewentstraightbacktobeingthegirlIfellin

lovewithallthoseyearsago.IthinkI

amslowlylearningtotrustheragainandseeingthepossibility



ofafuturewithherbutonestepata

time.Igetinsideandsheiswatchingsomething.Ikisshercheek

andshesmiles

Me‘’heyhoneyIamhome’’

Her‘’welcomehomebaby,howwaswork’’

Me‘’hecticbaby,Ijustwanttobatheatandsleep’’

Her‘’wellinthatcase,Ishouldgorunyouabath’’sheattempts

tostand

Me‘’nolovedon’tworryIwilldoit,justgetmypateready,Iwill

takeaquickshower’’

Her‘’okaylove,yourplatewillbewaitingforyouonceyou

done’’Ismileatherandmovetothe

bedroomandplacemythingsandstripnakedandgotothe

bathroom,myeyeslandonsomething

shocking,it’stwoboxesofunusedpregnancytests’’Iam

shocked,couldshe?NoohnoIamnotready

tohavechildrenIamonlylearningtostarttrustinginPalesa

again.

Me‘’babepleasecomeherequickly’’asecondlatersheappears



Her‘’what’swronglove’’hereyesmovetomyhands

Me‘’whatareyoudoingwithpregnancytests’’

Her‘’ohshitIforgottoremovethose’’

Me‘’whatareyoudoingwiththeminthefirstplacebaby’’

Her‘’wellIhaven’thadmyperiodinalmosttwomonths’’oh

JesusChristno

Me‘’ohthiscan’tbehappening’’hereyespop

Her‘’whatdoyoumeanyoudon’twantmychildren?’’

Me‘’it’snotthatbaby,Iamnotreadyyet.Iwanttodothings

right’’shesighsinrelief

Her‘’ifyousayso’’

Her‘’pleasetakethetestsnowbabyplease’’shenodsandI

handthemtoherandwalkouttogiveher

privacy.SheclosesthedoorandIpaceupanddownwaitingfor

hertofinish.15minutespassandshe

walksoutdisappointedandmyheartfalls,shehandsmethe

testsandit’sonly1line,it’snegativethank

youJesus.

Me‘’it’snotthatIdon’twantyourkids,Iamjustnotreadyyet’’

Her‘’ItotallyunderstandPower’’



Me‘’Iwillworkhardandmakerightbyyouandthenwewilltalk

ofhavingkidsne’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwouldlovethatverymuchbaby’’

Me‘’okayletmeshowerthen,Iwillbequick’’

Her‘’noproblem,letmegofixyourplate’’

Me‘’thankyoulove,andIamsorryagain’’

Her‘’itsokayIunderstandreally’’

Me‘’youarethebestPali’’

Her‘’yeahanddon’tyouforgetthat’’Ilaughandshegoestothe

kitchenwhileIgetintotheshower

Fiona

AfterMercythrewmeoutofthehouse,Ihadtocomebackto

Keke’splaceandshewelcomedmebackwithopenus,wehave

becomelikesistersandIknowthatIhaveherinmylifeeven

whennoonewantsme.Itriedgoingbacktotheapartmentto

checkonOliviaandthesecuritytoldmethatsheleftwithher

fatherthesamedayIwasthereandshenevercameback,he

saidshedidn’tlookgoodlikeshewassickcozherfatherwas

carryingherandIknewthereandthenwhatmyreturnhas



donetoher,IreallyfeelbadforwhatI’vedone,Ijustwantedto

fixthingssowecanbeafamilyagain.WellwithMercyIhave

beenkeepingacloseeyeonherandIheardthatherhusband

leftherandIhavebeenfallowingthatboyandIknowthatheis

seeingsomeothergirl.Ithinkthiswillbemywaybackintoher

life,Idon’tknowhowyetbutIhopeitallworksoutformeand

sheacceptsmeback,myplanforRazorcanonlyworkifsheis

onmyside.Iaminmybedroomandbusytryingtoworkona

newplanwhenIhearKekeshoutingmyname.

Her‘’Fiona,wherethefuckisyourwhiteass’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’Iaminhere’’Ishoutback,theopensandshewalksin

Her‘’IgotoworkandleaveyouinbedandIcomebackandfind

youinthesameposition’’

Me‘’Ineedtoworkonthisplan’’

Her‘’youaresomethingelsehey,theleastyoucouldhavedone

wastocookFiona’’

Me‘’comeonKekeIjusttoldyouIambusy’’

Her‘’youaresoinconsiderate,Igoouttheretoworkandpay

rent,IbuyfoodandIhavetocomeback

tiredtocomeandcookwhileyouarebusyplottingthedownfall

ofyourhusbandwhowebothknow



willsquashyoulikeacockroachwithoutthinkingtwice,you

don’thaveachanceaginsthim,justaccept

thatyoufuckedup’’Ilookathershocked

Me‘’whyareyousayingthistomeKekeIthoughtIhadyour

support’’

Her‘’isavedyourlife,Ifeedyou,Iclotheyou,Iputaroofover

yourhear,whatsupportdoyouwant

fromme,noinfactwhatsupportdoyougivemeFiona’’Iletout

atear

Me‘’thisplanwillworkandwewillbesetforlife’’shesighs

Her‘’IloveyouFionaIdo,butwiththerateyouaregoingifyou

don’tpullupyoursocksIamgoingto

havetoaskyoutomoveout,itistoomuchonmenow’’

Me‘’kekepleaseIjustneedalittlemoretime’’

Her‘’Ihavegivenyouenough’’shesaysandwalksout.Iamleft

inhereshockedandhurtashellInever

thoughtKekewillbetiredofme.

Pleaseleaveacomment,reactandremembersharingiscaring.

Siza’stribulations



Chapter73(notedited)

Razor

NowthatOliviaisbetteritistimeIstartlookingintoFionaand

whereshecouldhavebeenhidingall

theseyears,thatwomanisasnakeandIknowshedidn’tjust

resurface,sheisbacktotryandavenge

herself,shecanbedangerousthat,shewasmywifeafterall,

butifshethinksshecanoutsmartmeshe

hasanotherthingcoming,Imighthaveleftthegamebutthat

doesn’tmeanthatIhavebecomeweak,

peopleshouldn’tpokeasnakeinitsholeandthatisexactly

whatFionahasdone,andthosewhoplay

withfiremustbepreparedtobeburned.ThefirstpersonIneed

toconfrontisherbrother;henceIam

drivingtothehospitaltotalktohim,Igethereandparkat

Soft’sreservedparkingspace.Iwalkinand

gostraighttohisofficeandhitmyknucklesonhisdoorandhe

shoutscomeon,Igetinandhestandssoonasheseesme



Him‘’Motaung’’hesaysinanEnglishaccent

Me‘’Wallace,howdoyoudo’’weshakehands

Him‘’Iamverywellthanksyourself’’

Me‘’Iamwellthankyou’’

Him‘’pleasesit,canIgetyouanythingtodrink’’

Me‘’noIamfinethanks’’henods

Him‘’towhatdoIowethepleasureoryoujustcametocheck

onyourinvestment’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ItrustyouandIknowmyhospitalisingoodhandsso

relax’’

Him‘’cametotalkaboutyourgirlfriend,Itoldyoushecancome

backwhenshehassortedwhatevershe

isdealingwith,sheisgoodRazoreventhoughnepotismplayed

itspart’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’ohyouareonetotalkaboutnepotism,suchhypocrisy

Nathan’’helaughs

Him‘’guilty,sowillyoutellmewhatthisisabout’’Ichanges

modesandIseehimsquirmalittle

Me‘’youknowIdon’tdealwellwithbetrayalandliesright’’

Him‘’Iamwellawareofthat’’



Me‘’goodtohearthatsoIamgoingtoaskonce’’henods

Him‘’andyouexpectanhonestanswer’’

Me‘’correct,soNathantellme,didyouknowthatFionayour

sisterisstillalive’’hiseyespopfromshock

Him‘’what?Hellno,FionadiedRazoryoukilledhersowhatare

yousayingtome’’

Me‘’wellthat’swhatIthoughttoountilsheshowedupat

Olivia’splacedaysago’’

Him‘’ohmyGod,wherehasshebeenhiding’’

Me‘’Ithoughtyouwilltellme,butifyousayyoudidn’tknowI

meansshehasn’tbeenhidingatyour

place.Justknowthatyoursistercamebackandmanipulated

Mercyintobeingonhersideandwentto

showherfacetomybabygirlandshehadanotherepisode’’

Him‘’ohGodFiona,howcouldshe,sheisstillasselfishasshe

was,Iguesssomething’swillnever

change.HowisOlivia’’

Me‘’sheisokaynowthankstomywoman’’henods

Him‘’thatisgoodtoknow’’

Me‘’IjustwanttoknowwhereyourloyaltieslieNathan’’



Him‘’withyouofcourse,IwouldneverbetrayyouMotaung,

youhelpedmerevivemycareer,bought

thisplacesoIcanworkcoztheotherswouldn’ttouchme,my

childrenwenttothebestschoolsbecause

ofyouwhywouldIbetrayyou’’Inodandstandup

Me‘’thatisgoodtoknow,wellinthatcase,Iwilltakemyleave,

sendmyregardstoTammyandthekidsalright’’

Him‘’Iwill,thoushewilllovetoseeyoupersonally’’Inodand

promisetoshowupthenleave.

Siza

It’sgoodtohaveLivbacktoheroldself,sheisnot100% but

shewillgetthereeventually.Withher

beingokayitmeansIcangobacktoenjoyingmyfestiveseason.

LastnightIgotatextfromUrielmy

friend,sheaskedthatwegooutandhavesomedrinksand

catchupatclubNations.Molemowentout,

hesaidheisgoingtofindoutwhereFionahasbeenhidingever

sinceandthenfindoutwhysheisonly

resurfacingnow.Iwanttoknowtoocozapartofmefeelslike



sheisbacktogetrevengeandhurtmy

manbecauseofwhathedidtoherandthatscaresmesobad.

Argletmenotthinkofthedepressing

staffandgetready,IfinishandIlookjustsimple.Idrivethere

andIparkthesametimeasVusi’scarand

Ijustlaugh,howthehelldidItakealikingintoVusi’sgirlfriend

again,Itakemyhandbagandgetoutofthecarandlockitand

theyalsogetoutandsheissmilingsosweetlyatme

Me‘’heyshorty’’shelaughsandwehug

Her‘’heysexy,youlookamazingSizayetsocoolophodileman,

nowIfeeloverdressed’’sheisina

dressandheelsandIamjustwearingmyshortsandan

oversizedwhiteT-shirtwithglitterypushinthe

wholeoutfitisfromMrPrice,theonlythingexpensiveismy

LuisVuittonbackpackandthe32inch

weave,yesIfinallyboughtonepleasedon’tlookatmelikethat.

Me‘’don’tbesillyyoulookamazing,andthereasonwhyI

dressedlikethisisbecauseIcouldn’tfind

anythinginmycloset’’shelaughs

Him‘’okayIseeIdon’texist,Ishouldgetgoing’’



Her‘’ohsorrymylove,justhappytoseethisoneithasbeena

minuteheybabe’’Ismile

Me‘’ithasreally,helloVusi’’Isaytohim

Him‘’hey,pleasedon’tdrinktoomuchyoutwo,Sizayoudriving

don’tforgetthat’’

Me‘’IcanalwaysUberandfetchthisbabyinthemorning’’

Him‘’right,babeIshouldgetgoing,Iwillseeyoulater,callme

topickyouup’’

Me‘’noneedIwilldropheroff’’henods

Him‘’thankyou’’hesaystomeandthenkissUriel,Ijustlookat

myphoneandtextMotolethimknowI

havearrivedhere,atextcomesthroughandit’shisresponse

anditcracksmeup

*Softwhyareyoudoingthistome,Ijustcheckedthesecurity

footageandyouarewearingshortsI

meanmyfoodisondisplay.Youaresoabusive*Iburstout

laughing

*Ilookgreatjustadmitit,Iloveyoutoo,seeyoulater,Iam

abouttogetlit’’Isend

*ohboy,drunkanddrivingisanoffence,Iloveyoubesafe*

*luckyformemyboyfriendisahellofalawyer*Irespond



*Girlyousureknowhowtochoosehey’’histextsaysandI

blushandjustsendhimaheartemoji

Her‘’areyoudoneblushinglikeacrazywoman’’Ilookupand

Vusiisnolongerhere

Me‘’IamsorryIwasjusttextingwithbae,whendidyours

leave’’

Her‘’aminuteago,youweresolostinyourownworldcouldn’t

evenhearhimsaybye’’Ilaugh

Me‘’eishIamsorrybabe’’

Her‘’it’sokayfriend,let’sgoinside,Ihavealottotellyouyoh’’

Me‘’canwepleasestartwiththescaronyourforehead’’she

laughs

Her‘’thatonenjeIalmostdiedbabe,youaregoingtobe

shocked’’wewalkinandfindacomfortable

placetositandweordershotsand3bottlesofchampagne

withwaterthenwegettothecatchingup

LungileMthethwa

IhavebeensuretoavoidthatsorryexcuseofaKing,howdare

he,ImeanDlaminihasnotyetdecayed



andhealreadywantstobedme,Imeanweren’ttheybest

friends,Iamstartingtothinkthatheisno

differenttoMadoda,theymighthaveevendiscusseditand

laughedaboutittogether.IhopeMadodais

burningwhereverheis.Thinkingabouthimeveninfuriatesme.

ifIcouldkillhismemoryfromthis

lifetimeIwould,theonlygoodthingthatcameoutofthatman

aremydaughtersbesidesthatheis

nothing.AknockcomesthroughtomydoorandIgoopen,one

oftheservantsassignedtomewalkin,I

likethesegirlsIhopethatsickmanhasn’thadhiswaywith

them.

Her‘’goodafternoonMa’’Ismile‘

Me‘’hellobaby,unjani(howareyou)’’

Her‘’Iamfinethankyou,matheKingrequestsforyour

presence’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’didhesaywhy’’

Her‘’Idon’tknowforsure,butIoverheadhisspeakingtothe

eldersaboutyourcleansing’’whyamI

evensurprisedmxm



Me‘’thankyounana,Iwillberightthere’’

Her‘’doyouneedanything?’’

Me‘’juststayinherepleaseandpackmythingsanddon’ttell

anyone’’shenodsandIwalkout,Ifind

Mthethoandtheeldersgatheredwaitingforme,Ibow

Me‘’greetingtoyouNkosiyami(myKing)andyoumyelders’’I

sayandtheyrespondandIamtoldto

sit,soImakemywaytothegrassmatandsit

King‘’Iamsureyouarewonderingwhatthisisabout’’

Me‘’yesIam’’

Elder1‘’wellLungile,wewillnotbeataroundthebush,youare

awarethatyourhusbandwaspractically

raisedalongsidewiththeKing,theyweremorelikebrothers

sinceMadoda’sparentsandsiblingsdied’’

Me‘’Iamwellawarebaba’’

Elder2‘’goodthen,thatwillmeanthatyouunderstandthatas

ourcustom,whenabrotherdies,the

wifeandchildrenautomaticallybelongtothebrother’’Ishould

haveknown,Ijustlaugh

Me‘’yougottobeshittingmerightnow,youwantmeand



Mthethotogetmarried’’

Elder1‘’heiwenaLungilethisisasacredplace,youcan’tjust

cusslikethat,youwillrespectthisplace

andtheKing,youhearme’’Ijustremainsilent,fuminglikehell

inside

King‘’IwillforgiveheronceMkhethwa,Lungilewatchyour

tongueyoudon’twanttoangermetrust

me.Khozayoucancontinue’’

Elder2‘’thankyoumyKing,asIwassaying,sinceMadodaisno

more,andMthethoistheclosestthing

toabrother,youwillbecomehiswifeoncewehavedonethat

cleansingceremony’’Ijustremainsilent

King‘’yoursilencemeansyouunderstandandthatyoudonot

disputethisLungile,notthatyouhavea

choicethough’’theyalllaugh.LikehellIamacceptingtobeyour

wife,fromonepsychotothenextit

canneverbeme.

Me‘’yeboNkosiyam’’

King‘’goodthen,youareexcused,Iwillletyouknowofthe

arrangements’’Inodandmywaybackto

thehutIamusingandluckilythegirlisfinishedparking,Iam



gettingthehelloutofherethisnight,I

knowamanwhohasacar,Iwillofferhimsomuchmoneyhe

won’tbeabletorefusesohecandriveme

tothecity.

Me‘’Iamgoingtobehonestwithyou,Iwillbeleavingthisnight,

pleaseactlikeyouneverknew’’she

startscrying.

Her‘’mamLungipleasetakemewith,theKing,heisnotagood

maplease.Icanbeamaidforyour

daughter’’IsighcozIunderstandwhatsheissaying;Ibetyou

hehasbeenabusingthislittlegirl.

Mercy

Sincehegavemethatbitchesname,Isearchedforheron

instagramuntilIfoundher,shegoesbytheIG

handle‘Angel_Uriel’mxmangelmyleftfoot.Heparentsraised

nothingbutacheaphoethatcan’tget

herownman,soshegoesandtakesmarriedman,VusiandI

mightnothavebeenmarriedlegallybut

themandidpayformylobalasoyeshewasmyhusbandand

shetookthatawayfromme.Thebitchisa



nurseandthehospitalsheworksatisrunbymyuncles,Fiona’s

bigbrother.Myfatherboughtittohelp

himmakeendmeet.Igobacktoherprofileandshejust

uploadedavideo,Iplayit,sheisatsomeclub

drinkingchampagne,andlaughingandtalkingtosomeoneI

guessherfriend,mychockwhensheturned

thecameraandSiza’sfaceappears,whatsheisfriendswithmy

father’sgirlfriend,thisiswhymyfather

letVusigoscotfree,becausethebitchhecheatedwithishis

hoesfriend,isthisherwayofhergetting

revengeonmefortakingVusiawayfromher,shetookmy

fatherwhyisn’tthatenough.Imanageto

calmmyselfdownbeforeIthrowmyphoneonthewall.Ohthey

willallregretevercrossing,Iammy

father’sdaughterafterall.

Thato

Vickythinkssheissmartbutshedoesn’tknowwhatImadeof,

sishasbeenfollowingmeIbetyoushe

wantstoseewhoisthisblesserIamwith,soIdon’tstraightto



thehotelanymore,Inormallygotothe

mallwithanUberandtellthedrivertogowaitformeatthe

otherentrancewhileIloseherinthe

stores.IexplainedtoSizweandhehiredanactortolookrich

andalwayswaitformeatthehotelandwe

willactasifweareallloveydoveyandhewillescortmeto

Sizweinanotherroom.Thendisappearto

anotherroomtillwearealldonesohecanescortsmehomelike

heisindeedmyblesser,Ihavebeen

workingextrahardwithSizwe,themoreIpleasehimthemore

moneyhegivesme.Ihaveevenstarted

watchingprofessionalpornandtakingnotesandImustsayitis

allworkingbabes.Myphoneringsanditismymother.

Me‘’hellomama’’

Her‘’ohthatongwanake,Godblessyoutlhe,koreyouremoved

theshamefrommyeyes,youchanged

myhouseandturneditintoabighousethateveryonetalks

about,kareevenmyenemiesandtheones

whowerelaughingatuswhenyourfatherleftushungryand

brokearestartingtosmileatme,thejob



youhavemybabyGodwillblesswithpromotionsbabyand

pleasecomehometoseethatyourhard

workhaspaidoff’’Ismileandcry

Me‘’Itakeitthefurnisherarrived’’

Her‘’yesmybaby,anditissobeautifulandelegant,thankyou

Thato’’

Me‘’listenIamgoingtosendyoumoneymonthendwhenIget

paid,youwillgobacktogetdiAvanza

tsagofromthatmashonisa(loansharks)andyougetbackto

thescholartransportationbusiness,she

ululates.

Her‘’thatwillremovetheburdenoffyouIwillbeabletotake

careofyoursiblings’’IcryandIcan’thold

myselfanymore,allthepainofstrugglingcomesback

Me‘’mamalistenIhaveameetingIwillcallyoulater’’Ihangup

andcrysopainfully.Ihavebeeninthis

cityforlongmymotherstruggledtoputmethroughschooland

Iplayedwiththatopportunity,Itoldher

Ididn’tattendgraduationcozIdidn’twanttoputpressureon

herwiththeclothesandallandshe

boughtit,accordingtoherIgraduated3yearsagoanditisonly



nextyearwhenIamdoingmylastyear

inLaw.SizwehasalreadyfixedmeaformwhereIwilldomy

articlesandall.IamdoingallthissoIcan

makelifeeasyformymotherandsiblingsandonceIama

lawyerIamdonewiththislifestyle.Iamglad

thatIamdonewiththehouse,Ihavesavedenoughtokeepme

goingfor2yearsandbythenIamwillbe

ok,solongastheyhavethosetaxisshewillbeabletobuy

groceriesandpayforotherexpenses.

SIZA’STRIBULATIONS

Chapter74(notedited)

LungileMthethwa

Itoldthegirltostayinmyroom,shewantedtogopackthe

littleshehadbutItoldhernotto,we

couldn’triskherbeingseenbytheothersandstartasking

questions,someoftheseservantsarevery

loyaltoMthethosotheywouldn’thesitategoingtohimand

tellinghimthatweplantorun.Sheis



scaredIcanseeitinhereyes,butshehasnoreasonto,shewill

besafewithme,Ican’tsavethemall,

buttheoneIcansavewillmakemefeelbetter,Icheckedmy

watchandthetime22:30pmandIknow

thatthekingandeveryoneelseissleeping,justtheguardsat

thegate,butshetoldmethattheisan

openingatthebacksowewillusethatone.Igooutandscan

theoutsideandIseemostlightsareoff,

exceptfortheKingsquartersmaybeeiswithoneofhiswives.

Me‘’Ntombiitistimetogo,switchoffthatlight’’shenodsand

takesoneofmybagsandItakethe

otherthensheswitchesoffthelightandwegooutcarefulnot

tomakeanysoundsandalerttheguards,

wemanagetogettothebackofthecompoundandwegetout

throughtheopening,andoncewegot

outsideweranintothedark,runningtowardsJola’shouse,we

getthereandluckilythelightswerestill

on,JolaisasinglemansotheactthatIwasherewon’tbe

knownbysomeoneelsebuthim,weknock

andknockuntilwehearhimapproachthedoorandaskswhoit



is,Ianswertellinghimthatit’sme.he

opensandwegetinside

Him‘’haoLungile,youwalkingaroundinthenightlikeathief’’I

laugh

Me‘’hellotoyoutooJola’’

Him‘’whatbringsyouheresolate,youknowyouarein

mourning’’

Me‘’IknowthatbutIneedhelp’’

Him‘’andtheKingcouldn’thelpyoukanjani?’’

Me‘’itisalongstoryIdon’thavetimetoexplain’’

Him‘’Iamlistening’’Isigh

Me‘’Ineedyoutodrivemetothecitythisnight,Itisan

emergency,Iwillpayyou’’

Him‘’IknowthattheKingwouldhavetransportedyou,Iguess

youarerunningfromhim,Idon’twant

tohaveaproblemwithhimsoIcan’thelpyou’’

Me‘’R5000’’moneyistheonlythingthatcanwinhimover

Him‘’inijusttotakeyoutothecityR5000areyouserious

Lungile’’

Me‘’asaheartattackpleaseMthetho’’



Him‘’haithatofferisverygood,Icandoalotwiththemoney,

whendoyouwanttoleave’’

Me‘’rightnow’’hequicklydisappearstohisbedroomandcomes

backwithhiskeys,Ilaugh,moneycan

buyyoueverything

Him‘’wecango’’

Me‘’thankyou,wewillstopatanATMwhenweapproachtown

soIcanwithdrawthecash’’

Him‘’Itrustyou’’

Me‘’thankyouverymuch’’wegetoutandhecloseshisdoor,he

putsmybagsinthebootandweget

insideandwedriveoff,theminuteIseethiscarexitthisvillage

Iwillberelived,IlookbackatNtombi

andsheislookingoutsidethewindowlostinherthoughts,I

wonderwhatkindofdamagetheKinghasdonetothischild.

Thato

IthinkmyvirginawillexplodefromallthesexSizweandIare

having,hecalledmeearlyinthemorning



askingmetomeethimattheusualhotel,whenIgothere,the

manwasjusthungryashell,Iwonderif

hiswifeisnotsleepingwithhim,todayIevenagreedtogive

himanalcozIhaveahugerequesttomake

andIamhopinghewillgrantmemywish,Ihavealreadydone

myresearchandifIcanacquirethatIwill

besetforaverylongtime.Hecomesbackfromthebathroom

withawettowelandwipesme,then

dropsitonthecouchandjoinsmeinbed

Him‘’thankyouforcomingbabe’’

Me‘’atyourservicedzaddy’’helaughs

Him‘’youaremagicalwoman’’

Me‘’butyoucalledtooearly,Iwasstillenjoyingmybeauty

sleep’’

Him‘’sorrybeautiful,Ijusthadadreamaboutyoudoingthings

tomeanditleftmehornyashellThatoI

hadtohaveyouandtobehonestrealityisbetterthanthe

dream’’IsmilecozIknowthatwillcomewith

ahugereward



Me‘’ohwellweaimtoplease’’

Him‘’andpleasedIambaby,youareagoddess’’Ismile

Me‘’greatthen,canweorderbreakfastIamfamished’’

Him‘’youaresuchafoodie,butbeforeyoudothat,Iwantto

rewardyouforpleasingmethewayyou

did,youneverceasetoamazemewoman,sonameanything

youwantandIwillgetitforyou’’

Me‘’anything?’’Isaysittingupstraight

Him‘’anythingbaby,nolimits’’mygoodnessIneverthoughtit

willbesoeasy

Me‘’wellIwouldsayanA45AMG,butIneedsomething

lucrative,thereisabeautybarforsalebabe,it

issoprofitablebaby,thenicestthingisthatithasarestaurant

too,youknowmeIlovebeautyandfood

mos’’helaughs

Him‘’whereisthisplacebaby’’heasksbusinessmode

Me‘’inSandtonbaby’’henods

Him‘’youthinkyouwillbeabletorunabusiness’’

Me‘’IknowIcanNation’’

Him‘’considerityoursthen.Justwritedownthedetailsofthat



placesoIcangetmylawyertopurchase

itforyou,Iamgoingtoneedyoudocumentssoitcanbein

yourname,thelastthingIneedisabeauty

barandrestaurantinmyname,Thandiwewillbesuspicious’’I

nod

Me‘’ohthankyousomuchDzaddy.Youarejustthebestreally’’

Ikisshim

Him‘’youdeserveitThatotrustme’’Iamdoingthevoshoinmy

head,Iamreallysecuringthebaghere

Me‘’whatwouldyouliketoeatbaby’’

Him‘’anythingyouwant.TodayitisallaboutwhatThatowant’’

Me‘’ohinthatcase,champagnebreakfastitis,andIwouldn’t

mindR10Knyana’’helaughs

Him‘’ohboywhatdidIdo’’hesaystakinghisphoneandheis

busyonitforafewminutesandasecond

latermyphonebeepsandItakeit,it’sanotification,R15kin,

SebenzaThatosebenza,Ialreadyknow

Me‘’youareawesomebabe’’Isayandhewinksatme

Him‘’ordermesomewoman,Ineedtogetmyenergyup’’Ican

neversaynotogivinghimsexthismen

ismakingthingshappenforme.



Me‘’yessir’’Isaytakingthephoneandcallingforroomservice.

Siza

Hangoveriskillingme,UrielandIwentintoodeepyeses,we

endeduptakinganUbercozshameIwas

toolittodrive,allIknowisMoismadatmefordrinkinglike

thatandenduptakinganUber,hehates

thatthingandIunderstandwhy,itwasthesafestthingtodo

though,butmymanprefersthatIhad

calledhimtocomeandgetus,butIdidn’twanttowakehimup,

eventhoughIgothomeandhewas

stillup.IneedtothankKat,themanageratclubnationfor

requestingitforusshame;Ijusthopemy

Bentleyissafe.Itakemyphoneandtherearemissedcallsfrom

lastnight,10fromMolemo,shit.Andatextalsofromhim,I

openit

*Sizakele,IknowyouarehavingfunandIdon’tmindthatbut

doesthatmeanyoudon’tansweryour

phone?Iammadatyourightnowsomad*Iclosemyeyes,oh



myGod.IquicklygetoutofbedafterI

seethetime,itisafter11am.Iwearhisshortsandvestand

headdownafterbrushingmyteeth.IfindOliviainthekitchen

Her‘’andshefinallywakesup’’Isighandsitonthehighchair

facingher

Me‘’youaremakingsomuchnoiseOliviageez’’shelaugh

Her‘’ohnohoney,it’sthehangover’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’Ineedgreasyfoodrightnowyoh’’

Her‘’luckyforyouIknewyouwillwakefeelinglikehellafterthe

stateyouwereinlastnight,soItookit

uponmyselfandmadeyousomething’’shewalkstothe

microwaveandheatsupsomethingandcomes

backandhandsittome,ohexactlywhatIneed,itischipswith,

worseandbraaimeatshehandsmehor

sources

Me‘’ohmyGodyouareatotallifesaverbabethanks’’she

smilesandgoestothefridgecomebackwith

adumpieofsavanna

Her‘’andthelastingredient’’



Me‘’ohnoIamnotdrinkingagain’’

Her‘’honeymolekoontshiwakamoleko(youneedeviltogetrid

ofevil)’’

Me‘’Idon’tthinkthatisrightbutokay’’Isaywithamouthful

Her‘’youwillfeelbettertrustme’’

Me‘’thanksbabe,whereisMo’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohboy,heisinasourmood,hehasbeeninhisstudysince

hewokeup’’

Me‘’heissomadIknow,heevendeniedmesezlastnight,time

mybean,mycakewaspulsating,horny

ashell’’shelaughs

Her‘’girlwithallthoseassertsyoucouldn’tmakehimweak’’I

standandtakemyplatewiththesavanna

Me‘’letmegotryandputoutthefire’’

Her‘’removetheshort,soyoulooksexyman,ifthatdoesn’t

disarmhimjustcrythatnormallydoesthe

trickhey’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youareright’’Iplacetheplateandbottledownandremove

theshorts,Iamleftinmythongand

hisvest,IthroetheshortstoOlivia,whoislaughingatme



Her‘’goodluck’’

Me‘’Iamgoingtoneedit’’Isighandwalktowardshisstudy,I

openthedoorandheislayingonthe

couchandlookingattheceilingwithaglassofscotchinhis

handswhilelistentojazz

Razor

Mystudydooropenandshewalksinandstopsonhertracks,I

lookatherintenseandsheissofucking

sexyrightnow,Ijustwanttogotoherandtearthatvastup

andremovethatthongandjustburymyself

insideher,butIammadatherandIdefinitelyknowthatshe

cameinherelikethatsoshecan

neutralizeme,butasmuchassheismyweaknessIrefusetobe

calmedbyhersexinessandinnocence,

shedidn’tanswermycallsyesterdayandsheneverdoesthat,

shewasoutandinaspacefullofvultures,

Iwasworriedabouther,thenshecomeshomewithafucking

Uber,sheknowsIfuckinghatethose

thing,thatiswhyIgotheracar,Iunderstandshehad1too



manytodrinkbutsheshouldhavejust

calledmetopickherup.Shewalkstowardsmeandplacesher

plateonthetable;sheisevendrinking

thatsavanna,thishasOliviawrittenalloverit.

Her‘’heymylove’’

Me‘’Sizakele’’Isaynotlookingather

Her‘’noMoit’sSofttoyou’’IwanttoblushbutIholditin.

Me‘’whatdoyouwantSiza’’Ilookatherandsheislookingat

mewithasadface.

Her‘’Iamreallysorrymylove’’

Me‘’forwhatexactlySizakele’’

Her‘’fornotpickingupyourcallsandtakinganUberhome’’

Me‘’Isee’’hesighsandcomestositnexttome

Me‘’SizakeleIammadatyoukeepyourdistance’’sheignores

me

Her‘’butbabyIdidn’tdothatonpurposepleasesthandwasam’’

Me‘’Ineedtogogetyourcar,theoneyouleftattheclub’’Isay

standingupandwalkingtothedoor.



Shestartscrying,Ilookbackatherandsheiscryinglike

seriously

Her‘’thisisallyourfaultMo’’Iambeyondshockedguys

Me‘’excuseme?’’Isaywalkingbacktoher

Her‘’it’syourfaultbaby,howdoyousitathomewhenIamnot

answeringmyphone,youweresuppose

todrivetotheclubtocheckifIwasfine’’shesay’scryingharder,

Iamdefeated

Me‘’bathongSoftareyouforrealrightnow’’

Her‘’yesIam,whatifsomethinghappenedtomewhileyou

weresittingathomemadatme,what

couldn’thavehappenedthen’’shesay’stryingtowipehertears

Idon’tknowwhenbutIfindmyself

sittingnexttoherwipinghertears

Me‘’Iamsorrymylove’’waitwhyamIapologizingagain,Iam

theonewhoismadather

Her‘’it’sfineIforgiveyou,butdon’teverdothattomeagain’’

okaywhatthehellisgoingonhere,when

diditallchange,sheisnowtheoneforgivingme,forwhat

exactly

Me‘’Iloveyou’’Iamsuchapussyrightnow



Her‘’Iloveyoutoo’’

Me‘’okayeatyourfoodIneedtogogetyourcar’’shestarts

cryingagain,OhLordhelpme

Me‘’what’swrongnowSoft’’

Her‘’youwanttoleaveMolemo,lastnightyourefusedmaking

lovetomeandnowyouwanttogo,you

aresupposetobetheonetakingcareofmysexualneeds,who

mustsleepwithmewhenyourefuseto,

thisisnotfairbabyno’’whateverisgoingonwithmywoman

todayisshocking,sheisabusiveshame.I

don’tevenknowwhattosaysoIjustkissherandshemoans

instantly,Imovemyhandtoher

underwearanditisalreadywetJesusChrist,Igetaboner

instantly,shequicklyremovesmyt-shirtand

unzipsmyjeansandpullsthemdownfreeingmyerection,she

getontopofmeandallisgoneandforgotten.

Electricitygotbackat03:45andit’sgoneagain.Havealovely

weekendguys,loveyouall.

SIZA’STRIBULATIONS

Chapter75(notedited)



LungileMthethwa

Wegottothecityintheearlyhoursofthemorning,Imanaged

towithdrawJola’smoneyandhe

washappy,hedroppedusoffatsomeguesthouse,Idecidedso

becauseIdidn’twanthimtoknow

Thandiwe’shouseaddressandthedirectionsincaseMthetho

findsoutthatheistheonewhogave

NtombiandIalift.Icouldn’tsleepawinkbutNtombiwasout

ofit,it’slikethisisthefirsttimeshe

hassleptsopeacefully,Idon’twanttothinkofwhatthatevil

manmighthavedonetoher,sheisso

innocentandbeautifulremindsmeofmySiza,ithasbeena

whilesincewespoke,sinceIamback

hereinthecityImightaswelltaketimetogoseemybaby.The

timeis10:30amandImanagedto

gogetussomebreakfast,thereisashoppingcomplexaround

thecornerandtheyhave

MacDonald’ssoIgotusenoughfoodandIalsogotheradress

andsandalssoshecanlookdecent



andsometoiletries.ShefinallywakesupandIlookather

smiling

Me‘’morningbabygirl’’

Her‘’morningmam’Lungile’’

Me‘’howdidyousleepsisi’’shesmiles

Her‘’totellyouthetruthma,Ihaveneverhadsuchapeaceful

sleepbefore’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat,Igotyousomethingtakethatpaper

badandgotakeashowerandcome

eatbeforethefoodgetscold,youwokeuprightontimethe

coffeeisstillhot’’shelooksdown

Her‘’whatisashowerma’’

Me‘’comeletmeshowyou’’shetakesthepaperbagandwe

headtothebathroomandIshowher

howtheshowerworksandlefthertodoherbusinessandafter

awhileshecomesbacklookingso

nice,sheisalightskinnedvisionofSizakele,Ismiletomyself

Her‘’mamaIwanttothankyouforsavingmefromthatman,I

don’tknowhowIwilleverrepayyou



really’’

Me‘’don’tworryaboutthatnana.Comelet’seat’’wesitdown

andeatourbreakfast,eventhough

hercoffeeisnolongerhotbutwarmsheseemstobeenjoying

it.

Her‘’isthiswhereyoustay?’’

Me‘’qhasisi,IhaveahousebutIhaven’tfurnisheditasyet,we

willbestayingwithmyeldest

daughterfornow,maybeaweektillIgetthefurnisherinthe

newhouse’’

Her‘’IwillbeyourdaughtershelperIdon’tmind,Iwilldoitfor

free’’Ishakemyheadno

Me‘’Ididn’tsaveyoutocomemakeyouaslave,Iwillfindyoua

payingjobandyouwilltakeitfrom

thereokay?’’

Her‘’okayma,andmyGodwillblessyouforthebeautifulheart

youhave’’

Thato



Iamlayingonmybedonmyphone,justlookingatinstagram,I

can’tbelievethatFaithNketsihas

herownrealityshow,ImeanthegirlisSouthAfrica’sown

visionofKimKardashian,sheisgoals,

securingthebagleft,rightandcentre,shehasnotimeforjokes

mydarling,mybedroomdoorburstopenandVickywalksin

Her‘’babedidyouseethenewsonFaith’’

Me‘’Iamlookingatitrightnow’’

Her‘’thegirlhascaughtfire,sheisnotyourtypicalslayqueen

whosecureschampagneanddesigner

clothes,thatgirlhasdirectionman,shemustjustgiveus

tutorials’’Ilaugh

Me‘’pleasesaythatagainbabe’’shelaughsandthrowsherself

onmybed,sheislookingreallynice

Me‘’whereareyoucomingfromlookinglikeamillionaire’’she

sighs

Her‘’Iwasouttryingtocatchfishbutitissodryouthereyoh,

pleaseaskyourmantohookmeup

withoneofhisrichfriends’’

Me‘’Iwilltalktohim’’myphonebeepsandit’satextfrom



Sizwe

*ItoldyouthatifyoupleasemeIwillpleaseyoutoo,gooutside

yourflatrightnow,Ihaveadeliver

foryou*Ismile,Iwonderwhathehasinstoreforme,Iquickly

getoutofbed

Her‘’haiboThatowhatish=goingon,yougetatextandgetso

excitedlikethiswhat’sup’’

Me‘’it’smymanshesaysIshouldgoopenhehasadeliverfor

me’’shestandsupandfollowsme

out,Iopenthedoorandamanwithasuitisstandingoutside

Me‘’hello’’

Him‘’gooddayma’am,IamLookingforMissThatoyaone

Maloka’’

Me‘’thisisshe’’hesmilesandhandsmearedbox

Him‘’deliverforyou’’ItakeitandopenandIscreamtosee

whatisinside

Her‘’whatdidhegetyou’’Irundownthestairstotheparking

lotandabrandnewwhiteA45AMG



isparkedwitharedribbon,Iamsoexcitedrightnowmy

goodness,Igetinanditsmellslikeheaven,

InoticeanA4envelopeonthepassengerseataddressedtome,

Iopenandfindthecar’sdocuments

andunderneaththemit’sthechangeofownershipofthenail

barandrestaurant,theprevious

ownerhassignedandit’sonlymysignatureneeded,ohmyGod,

Ifuckenownabusinessnow.Ihave

abloodyMercedesBenz.ItrytocallSizwebuthedoesn’t

answerbutsendsatextmessageinstead

*IaminameetingIcan’ttakecalls,Iguessyougotyourgifts,

hopeyoulikethem,ohbythewayyou

needtogocollectyourkeysfromthenailbar,andtoaddress

yourstaff,bethereinanhour,the

previousowneriswaitingforyou*Iscreamandgetoutofthe

carandmakemywayVickywhois

standingtherelikeastatuewithherhandonhermouth,Iget

thereandshakeheruntilshecomesbacktoLife

Her‘’howthehelldidyougetthatmantobuyyouacarThato’’

Ismile



Me‘’Honeythecarisnothing,heboughtmethenailbar,the

onewitharestaurantnextdoortoitin

Sandton’’hereyespopwithshock

Her‘’nowayThato,tellmeyouarejokingplease’’Ilaughand

handherthepapers

Her‘’ohmyGodyoubitch,howdidyoupullthisoff’’

Me‘’itwassimplereally,Ijustknewmyplaceandmadehimfeel

likeaman’’

Her‘’Icouldn’thavebeenthatsimplethough’’

Me‘’itwasreallyheybabe,Ineedtogochangeandgogetmy

keysandaddressmystaff’’

Her‘’canIcomewithyouplease’’Ismile‘

Me‘’whynot’’Itookthequickestshower,anddecidedtowear

mypeachsuitandawhitebodysuit

withwhitestrippedhighheelssandals,Ilooklikethebusiness

womanIamabouttobecomehoney,

Ioptforashortweaveandtakemyhandbagandcarkeys,man

itfeelsgoodsayingthatandthengo

totheloungeandfindVickydeepinherthoughts

Me‘’let’sgobabe’’shedoesn’thearmesoIshakeherabitand

sheisbackfromherthoughts



Her‘’youlookreallynicehey’’Ismile

Me‘’thankyoubabe’’wewalkoutanddrivetomynailbarwe

getthereandbusinessisbooming,

thegirlsatthenailsectionarebusy,itstartedasanailbarbut

lateronbecamemore,theystarted

doinghairandmakeupalsosellingqualityhair,Iwasa

customerherebutnowIamanowner,Iwant

toincludemassagesintotheportfolio.Anddefinitelyexpandto

otherlocationsman.Igetinandgo

tothereceptionist

Me‘’helloIamheretoseeBuhle,pleasetellherit’sThato’’

Her‘’hiboss,sheisexpectingyoupleasegothroughthatdoor

overthere’’Ismileanwalkthere,I

knockandsheshoutscomein,wegetinandweintroduce

ourselvesandshepoursussome

champagneandsheexplainsthatshesoldthebusinesscozshe

isgettingmarriedandhermanis

fromLondonandshehastomovethereimmediately.Shegave

methecontactsofallhersuppliers

andshehasspokentothemtoo.Sheexplainedhowsheranthe

businessandImustsaysheisa



smartwomanyoh.WewenttothestaffandIhadtoaddress

them.Theywerealreadygathered,I

spokeinfrontofthecustomersaswell

Me‘’helloeveryone,IamsureyouallawarethatBuhlehassold

thiswonderfulplaceandIam

pleasedtoinformyouthatIamtherenewowner,mynameis

Thato,IusedtocomehereandIloved

everythingaboutitthatIhadtogetit,Iwantyouguystoknow

thateverythingwillgoonasusual,

everyonestillhastheirjobandyouarestillresponsibleforwhat

Buhleassignedtoyou,wejust

changedownershipnotthewaythingsareran,Ihopewewill

haveagreatrelationshipguys,andmy

customersthankyouandIhopeyouwillstillbecoming

through’’theallsmileandapplaudme,we

movedtotherestaurantnextdoorandsheintroducedmeandI

toldthemtheverysamethingItold

thenailbar/salonstaff.Ican’tbelievethisishappeningIThato

awholebusinessowner.

Siza



ThingsbetweenmybabyandIareperfect,hehasforgotten

howmadhewas,Imustsaycryingand

shiftingblameworksshame,nexttimeIamgoingout,Iam

keepingmyphoneinmyhandsthe

wholetime,Ican’taffordtohavehimmadatmelikethat,I

almostlostmymindforthatlittletime

hewascoldtowardsme.itis3daysbeforeChristmasandOlivia

andIareatthemalldoingsome

shopping,mainlyforbikinisandcoverups,wewillbeincape

Townfromthe25thtothe27thhis

friendagreedtogivehimtheyachtforthatfewdayandman,

amexcitedorIamexcited,hewentto

maketheproperarrangementswiththeauthoritiesand

whoever.WearenowatsomeItalianrestaurant.

Her‘’sothecryinghelpedhuh’’Ilaugh

Me‘’likemagicbabe,hestartedapologisingbutIcouldseehe

waslostaswhatishappening’’

Her‘’mypoordaddy’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ifeltguiltyforlikeaminutebutwhenhegavemethat



mindblowingsex’’

Her‘’Idon’tknowwhybutIjustwanttowalkinonyoutoo

havingsex,Iwanttoseehowyoudoit’’I

laughthisoneiscrazy

Me‘’youaresonastyOlivia,butmymansisaGodinthat

departmentgirltrustme’’

Her‘’IbelieveyoucozI’veheardyouscreamandmoanandbeg

himnottostop’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’youlistentous’’Iasklaughing

Her‘’itwasnotintentionalIwascomingtofindyouandwhenI

gottothedoorIgottheshock’’

Me‘’pleaseknockne,MoandItendtohavesexallthetimewe

arealone’’

Her‘’Idon’tblamehimthough,withabodylikeyoursheis

probablyalwayshorny’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Olivia,thatisyourfather’’

Her‘’rightnowheisnot,heisyourboyfriendandIam

discussingboyswithmybestfriend’’

Me‘’okayfairenough’’wearedisturbedbysomeoneclearing

theirthroat,Ilookupandit’sSteve,

MandlaandVusi’sfriend



Me‘’ohheystranger’’Istandupandwehug

Him‘’longtimenosee,Sizanoman’’

Me‘’Iamsosorryjustthatalothasbeenhappening’’hesmiles

andnodsthenlooksatOliviaand

theireyeslockforaminuteIdecidetogetintotheintensegaze

theyaregivingeachother

Me‘’uhmbabe,thisisSteveandStevethisisOlivia’’

Him‘’nicetomeetyouOlivia,youarebeautiful’’

Her‘’likewise,andyoudon’tlookbadyourself’’

Him‘’wouldyoumindifIjoinedyouguys’’Iwasabouttospeak

whenOliviabeatmetoit

Her‘’nexttimeplease,wearediscussingsomethingrightnow’’I

amshocked

Him‘’ohwellinthatcaseletmeexcuseyouladies’’

Her‘’thankyouforunderstanding’’

Him‘’IwillseeyouaroundOlivia,andyoudon’tbeastranger

okay’’Ismile

Me‘’IpromiseIwont’’wehuggoodbyeandheleaves,Ilookat

Olivia

Me‘’whatwasthat,whydidn’tyouwanthimtojoinus’’



Her‘’themanmademypantieswetbyjuststandingthere

Sizakele,whatdidyouthinkwasgoingto

happenwhenhewassitingclosetomehuh’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youlikehim?’’

Her‘’didyouseethatnab,whowouldn’t’’

Me‘’anymanwhoisnotMolemoMotaungisnotamanmyeyes

see’’shelaughs

Her‘’thatsoundssocheesy’’Ilaugh

Me‘’oksalayo’’Isaysippingonmywineandshelaughs

Her‘’sodoeshehaveawifeorgirlfriend’’

Me‘’lasttimecheckedSteveisamanhoebabe’’

Her‘’justhowIlikethem,toavoidhimcatchingfeelingsand

shittheyarebetterhavingawondering

eye,thatwillmakesuretheydon’thavethetimetothinkof

howamazingIamandhowIwillbable

tomakecutebabies,andIamdefinitelynotaboutthatshit’’I

laugh

Me‘’youweresupposedtobeaboydoyouknowthat’’

Her‘’Ihavehadmysuspicionsforawhilenow,buttotellyou

thetruthIpreferreceivingdickthan



givingit,plusIlovemoneytoomuchthethoughtofbeingaboy

andhavingtogivegirlsmoneynope

thankyou’’

Me‘’youneedtogetyourheadcheckedoutreally’’welaugh

Her‘’let’snotwastemoney,wewouldratherbuyanotherbottle

ofwine,plusyouareaDrcheck

yourtextbooksanddiagnoseme’’Ilaughandpeopleturnto

lookatme

Me‘’okayIgiveuponyou’’

Her‘’IloveyoutooSoft’’Iblowherkiss,neveradullmoment

withthisgirl.

Thandiwe

Mymothercalledandsaidsheisonherway,Ithoughtshehad

tostayinthevillagetillsheis

cleansed,nowIamwonderinghowthoseeldersallowedherto

leavethevillageforthecityinthose

clothesreally.Iheartheopenandshewalksinwithoneofthe

maidsfromthepalace,shecomestomeandwehug



Me‘’himama’’shesighs

Ma‘’Thandiwebaby,unjani’’

Me‘’Iamverywellthankswena’’

Ma‘’Iamdefeatedshamemntanam’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’let’sgositdown’’

Ma‘’ohyourememberNtombifromthepalaceright’’Ilookat

her

Me‘’yesIdo,welcomesisi’’

Her‘’thankyousis’Thandiwe,youhaveabeautifulhouse’’

Me‘’thankyou’’

Ma‘’whereisyourhelpersoshecanshowNtombitomyroom’’

Ishoutforthehelpershecomesin

andIaskhertoshowNtombithebedroomsoshecanplacethe

bags,theybothdisappearupstairs

andmymotherandImovetothelounge

Me‘’what’sgoingonmama’’

Me‘’theKingwantstotakeoveryourfathersresponsibility’’

Me‘’ukungenela?’’shenods



Ma‘’justimagine,Ihadtoruninthemiddleofthenightand

askedJolatoaccompanymehere’’

Me‘’youdidgoodmama,thatmaniscrazyifhethinksyouwill

beoneofhismanywives,kodwa

whydidyoucomewiththatgirl’’

Ma‘’Ihadtosaveher,Mthethohasbeenabusingher’’Isigh

Me‘’whyamIevensurprised,birdsofthethesamefathersflock

togetherafterall’’

Ma‘’Ijustneedyoutoaccommodateustillmyhouseisfully

furnished’’Isigh

Me‘’nottosoundrudeandinsensitivemama,butthatwillhave

tobesoonplease’’

Ma‘’whyhasyourhusbandstartedcomplaining’’Isighand

shakemyheadno

Me‘’nomama,ifitwasonlyyouIwouldn’thaveaproblembut

thatgirl’’

Ma‘’haiiboThandiwe,Ntombiisagoodgirlsisi’’Isigh

Me‘’Idon’tdoubtthatmama,butmyhusbandma,hehasa

wonderingeye,Ican’tkeeptemptation

inmyhouse’’shelooksatmelikeIamcrazy

Ma‘’sothisisthekindofmarriageyouwanttobein’’



Me‘’mamapleasenotthisagain’’

Ma‘’youdon’ttrustyourhusbandnearanywoman,doyou

thinkthisishealthyThandiwe’’yohI

startedanothertopichereGod

Me‘’youdon’tunderstand’’

Ma‘’youareright,Idon’tunderstandhowayoung,beautiful

womanlikeyouissubjectingherselfto

suchatoxicmarriage,thepersonwhomadeyoustayinthis

shameofamarriageisnomore

Thandiwesotellmenow,whatisyourexcuseke’’Isigh

Me‘’Ilovehimmamaandheisreallytryingtobeabetterfather

andhusband’’

Ma‘’Iwon’tforceyoutoleaveyourhusband,butIprayyou

openyoureyesbeforeitistoolate’’

Me‘’pleasedon’ttalklikethis’’

Ma‘’IwilltakeNtombinowandheadtotown,togetbedsand

somenecessaryappliancesforthe

timebeingthentomorrowwewillgofurnishershopproperly,I

don’twanttomakeyou

uncomfortableinyourhousemybaby’’Ifeltbadinstantly



Me‘’mamano,staytheweekyouaskedforplease’’

Ma‘’nomyloveit’sokay,it’sstillearlywewillfindbedsandget

themdeliveredtoAlbertontoday’’

shestandsupandgoesupstairsandshecomesbackwith

Ntombiandtheirbags

Me‘’mamapleasedon’tgoplease’’

Ma‘’Iwillgetmyotherclothestomorrow,kissmygranbabies

forme.Iloveyoumybaby’’withthat

saidtheywalkout.AndIamleftfeelinglikeashittyperson.Oh

Sizwewhathaveyouturnedmeinto.

FelicityFefeWekwaVimbethisoneisforyoubabe.To

everyonewholoveandsupportsmywork

thankyouverymuchguys,itreallymeansalottome.Iam

goingtostartanassignmentfor

someoneandonceIamdoneIwilltypeabonusinsertfort=you

allasatokenofmyappreciation

SIZA’STRIBULATIONS

Chapter76(notedited)



Thato

IdecidedtotakeVickyouttocelebratethisgoodnews,she

seemedsourbutIwantedtocelebrate

anywayandshewastheonlyoneavailable,Buhlegavemethe

passwordtothebusinesses

instagramaccountandthefirstthingIdidwastouploada

pictureofmeandBuhleandtoldthe

publicthatIamthenewowner,andeversincethatIhavebeen

receivingcallsleftrightandcentre,

everyonewantstobemyfriendnow,Idon’thavetimetobe

entertainingthesetwofacedbitches,

wegettotherestaurantandIordertwobottlesofchampagne

andorderfoodandall.Vicky’smood

isstillnotona100soIdecidetofindoutwhatiseatingher.

Me‘’babeareyouokay?’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iamcoolhey,Iamjustwondering’’Ifrown

Me‘’about?’’

Her‘’IthoughtwewerefriendsThatobutyoudidn’teventell



methatthisguyisplanningonbuying

youawhilebusiness’’Isigh

Me‘’that’sbecauseIdidn’tthinkhewouldreallybuyit,ImeanI

toldthemanyesterdaythatI

wantedacarandthatbusinessandhemadeithappentodayso

whendidIgetthechancetotell

you’’hereyespopoutshocked

Her‘’youmeantotellmethatthemangotyouthatplacein

lessthan24hours,whatexactlydoes

thisguydoforaliving’’

Me‘’hehashishandsinalotofpieshey’’sherollshereyesand

quicklycomposesherself

Her‘’Ionceaskedyoutohookmeupwithoneonhisfriends

andyounevergotbacktome’’

Me‘’bathongVicky,todayisaboutme,youaremyfriendyou

shouldbecelebratingthiswithme,

happyformenottellingmetohookyouupatleastnottoday

hao’’shesighs

Her‘’Iamsorrybabe,it’sjustthatitisfrustrating,mylifehas

beenstuckforawhilenow,notthatI

amnothappyforyouthiswholethingjustmademerealisethat



Ihaven’tamountedtoanything’’

Me‘’Iunderstand’’IsaybecauseIknowsheisdyingofjealousy

andfromthisreactionIneedto

watchmybackfromVicky,infactIneedtofindherapersonto

sharetheflatwithhersoIcanmove

out,maybebuymyselfasmallhouseandtakeitfromthere

Her‘’askieschommie,todayisaboutyouandIwillleavemy

sorrowsforanotherday’’

Me‘’thankyouIguess’’

Her‘’Iamsorrymanlightenuphle,wecameheretocelebrate,

buysomeshooters’’

Me‘’Idon’twanttodrinktoomuchIamdrivingbutwewillbuy

someandgohaveapartathome’’

Siza

Iwasinthekitchenpreparingdinner,Oliviawenttothe

apartmentshesaidshemissesherbed,but

thatisjustalietogetMolemotorelax,sheactuallywenttosee

thatbootycallofhers,shesaidshe



hassomuchsaltsheneedstoreleasesoshedrovetogoget

some,sotonightit’sjustmeandmy

man.Iammakingbeefstewandsteamedbread,Mo’sfavourite,

ImadesomuchfoodcozIknowhe

willhaveittomorrowforbreakfast,lunchandlunchagainand

stillhopetohavesomeforsupper

againthatishowmuchhelovesit.Hewalksinthekitchenwith

hisphoneinhishands,themanis

barefootandshirtlesswiththosesexyrippedjeans,Icannever

getusedtomyfaceonhischest,hecomestomysideand

kissesme.

Him‘’itsmellsgreatinhere’’Ismile

Me‘’yourfavourite’’Irespond

Him‘’myexcitementlove,Ihopeyoumadeenoughtolastme

tilltomorrow’’Ilaugh,whatdidIsay

Me‘’ofcourseIdid’’hewalksaroundandsitsonthehighchair

Him‘’ohandbythewayIwasonthephonewithGadafi,heis

comingoverfordinner,heheardyou

werecookingstewanddombolo,Iamsomadatmyselffor

tellinghimeish’’Ilaugh



Me‘’thereismorethanenoughmylovedon’tworry’’

Him‘’IamhappytohearthatSoft,anythingtodrinkbaby’’

Me‘’canIhaveaglassofcoldMerlot’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iwasthinkingofhavingonemyself’’hewalkstothefridge

andcomesbackwithitandthen

taketwoglassesandpoursforusafterrinsingthem,Itakeasip

anditisjustperfect

Me‘’thankyoulove’’

Him‘’sodidyougetwhatyouwantedforCapeTown’’

Me‘’Ididbaby,IwillshowyoulaterandIgotalittlesomething

foryoutoo’’hesmiles

Him‘’Ithoughtyoualreadywentshoppingformebabe’’

Me‘’IdidbutIgotsomethingforyourpleasure’’hebiteshis

lowerlip

Him‘’letmeguess,it’slacyandsexy’’Ilaugh

Me‘’howdidyouknow’’hesmirks

Him‘’myloveIknowyourfacialexpressions’’

Me‘’Ihatethatyouknowmesowell’’hesmiles

Him‘’youaremineSoftandeverygentlemaninloveknows

theirladybetterthananything’’Iblush



Me‘’Iloveyousomuch’’thedoorbellringsandIbetIt’sGadafi

thatissuchafoodie

LungileMthethwa

Iwenttoeverystorebuttheycouldn’tdelivertodayandIdidn’t

feellikesleepingattheseguest

houses,Iamwellawareofwhattheyaremainlyusedfor.Ialso

didn’twanttogobacktoThandiwe,

shemadeherconcernsknownandIamnotabouttogoagainst

herwishes,IwillpraythatGodgives

herthewisdomandthestrength,toseewhatthismarriageis

doingtohersoshecanfindthe

couragetoleave.IwenttoSizakele’sapartmentandtheysaid

sheandOliviahaven’tbeentotheir

placeadaysandIknewexactlywheretofindher,Ijustneedher

toborrowusherflatforaweek

thenwewillmovetomynewhouse.Thetaxidropsusoffat

Motaung’shouse.Thesecurityallows

usincozhecouldrecognizemefrombefore.Ntombihasbeen

fascinatedbythiscitythewholeday



andit’dniceseeingheratsomuchease.IknockandMotaung

comestoopenafteraminute

Him‘’Lungilewhatanicesurprise’’Ismile

Me‘’howareyou’’

Him‘’Iamverywellthankswhataboutyou’’

Me‘’Iamfinegreat,ismydaughterin’’

Him‘’yessheis,wherearemymannerspleasecomein’’hesay’s

andhelpswiththebags

Me‘’Thankyou’’henodsandwefollowhimtotheloungeand

SizakeleissitingwithGadafi,theyare

laughing,shestandsassheseesmeandcomestomeandgive

meawarmhug

Me‘’Imissedyoutoomybaby,Gadafiunjani’’’Isaystillhugging

her

Gadafi‘’IamwellthankyouLungile,howaboutyou’’

Me‘’Iamfinethanks’’

Siza‘’mamawhereareyoucomingfromthislate’’Ididn’twant

togetintoityetIwillexplainlater

Me‘’thevillagebaby,IcamewithNtombi’’



Siza‘’ohokay,nicetomeetyouNtombi,pleasehaveasitIwill

gopreparesomethingtoeat’’

Me‘’noneedmybabywehavealreadyate’’

Siza‘’okaySthandwasam’’

Me‘’Iactuallycametoaskifyouwillletussleepinyour

bedroombackattheapartmentforaweekI

needtogetfurnisherforthenewhouse’’

Him‘’youwanttosharethatsmallroom’’Sizarollshereyes

Siza‘’babeItoldyoutostopsayingthat,isspaciousenough

Mo’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamjustkiddingmylove,Lungilewehaveplentyofroom

herewecanaccommodateyouforafewdays’’

Siza‘’yesstaywithusaweek’’Ismile

Me‘’thankyouMotaung’’theysmileatmeandIlookatGadafi

whoseeyesarefixedonNtombi,I

laugh.

Me‘’Gadafithankyouonceagainforhelping,youtooMotaung’’

Gadafi‘’don’tmentionit.Sowhoisthisagain’’heasksstill

lookingatNtombi

Me‘’ohthisisNtombi,sheisfromthevillageandshewillbe



withme,Ineedtohelpherfindajob’’

Gadafi‘’whatkindofjobareyoulookingforNtombi’’Isupress

mylaugh,heistakenbyher,whatis

itwiththeseoldmanwithyoungwoman,theydon’twanttoget

oldshame

Ntombi‘’Iwasamaidatthepalaceinourvillage,Ido

everything,cooking,cleaning,laundry’’

Gadafi‘’isthatso,youknowIaminneedofsomeonetohelpme

aroundmyhouse,Istayaloneand

youcanjusttellhowunkemptmyhouseisplusIliveon

takeaways.Iwillreallyuseyourhelp’’

Him‘’brotherwhathappenedtotheladythatworksforyou’’I

laughthistime,can’ttheysee.

Gadafi‘’ohIforgottotellyousheresignedlastweek,saidsheis

tired,youknowoldage’’Razor

narrowedhiseyesandSizalooksatmeandwelaugh

Him‘’whatisfunnySoft’’

Siza‘’ohnothingbaby’’shesay’sandsipsonherdrink

Gadafi‘’soNtombiareyouinterested’’shelooksatme

Me‘’itisuptoyousisi,Itrustthisman,ifyouwantittakeit



Gadafi‘’Iwillpayyouverywell’’

Ntombi‘’Thankyoubhuti,Iwilltakethejobthankyou’’

Me‘’pleaseshowuswheretsleepwearesotired’’

Siza‘’okaymama,babypleasehelpcarrytheirbagsupstairs’’

Gadafi‘’noit’sokayIwillhelpyou’’hesay’sgettingoffhischair

quicklyandtakingourbags,Ihave

neverseenanoldmanactinglikeafool.Hedoesn’tevenlook

likethemanthattorturedMadoda,its

truewhentheysayaman’sweaknessisawoman,justlookat

him

Me‘’Motaung,goodnightandThankyouforaccommodating

us’’

Him‘’itismypleasureLungiandGoodnight’’wewalkupstairs

andmydaughtershowsmewhereI

willsleepandthenGadafigetsmybadin,Isaygoodnightand

theygoshowNtombiwhois

mesmerizingGadafiwithoutevennoticing,ItrustGadafiyes

butNtombihasbeenthroughalotshe

needstoheelfromallthatMthethodidtoher,andonceshehas

foundherself,Iwouldn’tmindher

leavingherlifeandsharingitwithsomeone.Ibroughtherhere



sosheismyresponsibility.

Uriel

VusiborrowedmehiscartogotoworkwithsinceIknockoff

latethisweekandIamgratefulfor

that,eventhoughIhatedriving.Thehoursarelongerbecause

theemergencyroomisalwaysfilled

upwithpatients,thisisaseasonwhereIhatebeinganurse

really,plussomeofthesepeoplecanbe

rudeGod,butIalwaysremindmyselfthatIlovemyjob.Iam

drivinghomeandIswearthiscaris

followingme,Ibetyouitisthesamecarthathasbeen

followingmeallweekespeciallywhenIdrive

homeaftermyshift,Istarttopanicbutquicklycomposemyself,

Isteponthegasanditmoves

forwardandIseethecarspeedtoo,okaynowIamscared,I

decidetoofframpcozIseethatthe

oncomingcarwillcutthecarfollowingme,thatworkedandI

drovelikeamaniactillIgettothe

house,Ipracticallyrunoutofthecartothehouseleaving



everythinginthere.

Me‘’baby,Vusi’’Ishout,heisn’tintheloungebuthequickly

appearsfromourbedroom

Him‘’heybaby,whatisgoingonlove’’hesay’sholdingme

Me‘’someoneisfollowingmeIswear,Isteppedonthegasand

theydidthesame,Iwasn’taware

untiltoday,butIknowithasbeenfollowingmefromthe

beginningoftheweek’’

Him‘’shhhbabycalmdown,youaresafe,comesit’’weheadto

theloungeandhedisappearsand

comesbackwithabottleofwater,Idrinkit

Him‘’didyoumaybeseewhoisfollowingyou?’’

Me‘’it’sawhitewoman,andmaybethatiswhyIavoideditsince

itstartedbuttodayIjusthada

feelinglove.SheisdrivingaredToyotatazz’’

Him‘’Iwillgettothebottomofthisbaby,Ipromise.Fromnow

on,Iwilldriveyoutoandfromwork

untilIknowwhowasfollowingyouandwhattheywantokay’’I

nod



Me‘’okaymylovethankyou’’hehugsmeandIfeelsafe

Me‘’mythingsareinthecarlove’’

Him‘’okaybaby.IwillgogetthemstayputIamcoming’’

Me‘’letmestartonthepots’’

Him‘’nopewewillordersomethingonMrDfoods’’Ismileand

hewalksouttogetmyhandbagand

otherthings.Whocouldthispersonbe,Ihavenobusinesswith

awhitewoman.

Sorryforpostingsolate,Ifinishedtheassignmentataround

10pm,pleaseacceptthis,seeyouagain

later,loveyouallIamgoingtogetmybeautysleepnow

SIZA’STRIBULATIONS

Chapter77(notedited)

Siza

Iwokeupreallyearlyandwenttotakeaquickshowerandhead

downstairstomakebreakfastfor



everyone,Iamreallyexcitedtohavemymotherherewithus,I

justwanttospoilher,Iprepareyour

fullfarmhousebreakfastandbrewsomecoffeeandpoured

somejuiceinthejug,Istarted

preparingthediningtable,MolemoandIneveruseitcozit’s

alwaysustwo,sowenormallyeatin

thekitchenorthegarden.Ifinishanddecidetomopthefloor

whilewaitingfortheothers.Ifinishandmymotherwalksin.

Ma‘’morningbaby,Iseeyoumadebreakfast’’

Me‘’morningmydarling,Iwantedtomakesomethingnicefor

youandNtombi’’shesmiles

Ma‘’youhavealwayshadthepurestofhearts,Iappreciatethis

andthankyouforhavingus’’

Me‘’itisjustapleasuremama,sohowdidtheyallowyouto

leavethevillagewhileinmourning’’

Ma‘’theydidn’t,Iranaway’’IlaughandstopimmediatelyasI

seesheisserious

Me‘’haibomamawhywouldyourunawaykodwa’’

Ma‘’theKingwantedtotakeoverforyourfatherandtakeme

ashiswife,Ifoundoutthatheisas



sickasyourfather,hehasbeenabusingNtombi,soItookher

andweran’’Icouldn’tbelievemyears

Me‘’ohmyGodmama,sohowisNtombi,ishecoping’’she

smiles

Ma‘’theminuteItookheroutofthatvillageshewasrelieved,

sheisfarfromhealingcompletelybut

achangeofenvironmentwilldohergood’’Ismileandshewalks

Ntombi‘’Goodmorning’’

Ma‘’morningsisi’’

Me‘’heyNtombi,howdidyousleep’’

Ntombi‘’eversinceIgottothiscityIhavebeensleepinglikea

babyreally’’Ismile

Me‘’thatisgoodreally,mamapleasetakeNtombitothedining

tableandserveyourselvesIwillgowakeupMo’’

Ma‘’okaybabythankyou’’

Ntombi‘’Siza,Ijustwanttosaythankyouforallowingmeto

stayinyourhouse’’Ismile

Ma‘’youarewelcomehoney,pleasefeelathomeokay’’shenods

andIheadupstairs,heisintheshowersoIdecidetoremoveall

myclothesandgojoinhimforaquickiesincewedidn’thave

ourmorningglory.



Gadafi

Itossedandturnedthewholenight,Icouldn’tgetheroffmy

mind,Ineededtoseeheragain,Idon’t

knowwhatthisbutIamlovingit,Iliterallycheckedmyphone

everynanosecondtoseeifitisnot

morningasyet.Idon’tknowwhenIdozedoffcozIwokeupan

hourago,anditwasalready8am,

youdidn’tseemeruntothebathroomtotakeaquickshower

soIgetheadtoRazor’splace,shesaid

sheacceptsthejobsoIwillusethisasanexcusetoseeher

again,IwilljustsayIamtheretopickher

upsoshecanseemyplace.Ifinishandgogetmycarkeysand

thenImakemywaytomybrother’s

place.Igetthereandgreetthesecurityguard,parkinthedrive

wayandgetoutandheadtothe

house,IgetinandIcanhearchatterinthediningarea,Igetin

thereandmyeyeslandonher,sheis

sitingwithabeautifulwidesmileonherface,theyarelistening

tosomethingLungileistellingthem,



sheissosimpleyetsoperfect,bymerelylookingathereIjust

wanttoprotectherandstaywithher,

justthetwoofus,awayfromtheworldandanythingelse,Iam

broughtbacktomythoughtsbyRazorcallingmyname.

Him‘’Gbrother,don’tjuststandcomegrababite’’Ismile

Me‘’heygoodmorningeveryone,smellsniceinhere’’Isayand

theygreetback,Igrabachairnext

toNtombi.

Him‘’whatbringsyouheresoearlybrother’’

Me‘’IactuallythoughtIshouldcomepickupNtombisoshecan

seemyhouse’’

Lungi‘’haibosoearly,areyousurethatitistheonlyreason’’I

chokeonmyjuiceandcoughandshe

isSizakelelaugh,Isweartheycanseerightthroughme

Me‘’ofcourseitistheonlyreasoncomeonguys’’

Siza‘’ifyousayso’’Icontinueeatingwhilestealingglancesat

thebeautynexttome

Him‘’sobabyIwasgonnaaskifyourmomandNtombiwilljoin

usforChristmas’’



Lungi‘’whatisgoingonChristmasday,havingafamily

gathering?’’

Siza‘’weareheadingtoCapeTownspendingChristmasona

yachtmama,it’sgoingtobesomuch

fun,Iwilltakeyouguystothemalllatersowecanbuyallyou

willneedforthetrip’’soundsinteresting

Me‘’doyouthinkyouwillhaveroomforonemoreperson’’

Him‘’brotherIthoughtyouspendingChristmaswithyoursister

andherchildren’’

Me‘’nobrothernotanymore’’

Siza‘’foryouthereisspacetheisnowayyouarespending

Christmasalone’’Ismileandbecome

excited,thethoughtofbeingwithherforafewdays

uninterrupted,maybeIwillgetachancetoget

toknowherbetter,sheissomeoneIwouldn’tmindcelebrating

thesestupidholidaysfor,Iwould

evengotochurchifshetoldmeto.Razorisgoingtohavea

fielddaytheminuteItellhim

Olivia



Ihonestlycan’twaittogospendsometimeinCapeTown,I

haven’tbeenexcitedaboutChristmasin

mylife,andSiza’splansisjusttooperfecttonotgetexcited,

sheissuchablessing,introducingusto

thesethings,wewouldspendChristmaswitheitherFionaod

dad’srelativesandIwillalwaysbe

aloneinthecar,butthistimeIwanttocelebrateitsobad.I

decidedtogotothemalltoget

everyoneChristmaspresents,Ihavefromshoptoshop

wonderingwhattogetthese,Imeanmy

fatherhaseverythingsowhatdoIreallygethimforChristmas,

Ipassashopthatframesphotosand

anideahitsme,Igoinandenquireandluckilytheycandowhat

Iwant,wedothenecessitiesandI

makeapaymentandIamtoldtocomebacktomorrowto

collect,Ihopehelikesit.IgettoLuis

Vuitton,IfindsomethingforSizaleg,andIsuckatbuyinggifts

myGod.Idecidetograbsomelunch.I

chosetogoeatatRocomamas,Igetthereandit’stableforone.

Theygivemetheirexamtowrite,

andIstartcustommakingmyburger,ithasbeenaminutesince



Ihadsomethingmessy.Avoicestartlesme

Him‘’Ithoughtthatwasyou’’IlookupanditisSteve

Me‘’doyouwanttogivemeaheartattack’’

Him‘’forgivemeplease,Ididn’tmeanto’’

Me‘’itsokayjustdon’tdoitagain’’hesmiles

Him‘’canIpleasejoinyou,sayyesthistime’’thismanlooksnice,

Ihatelightskinnedguysbutthis

onemannoooooooo

Me‘’itisafreecountryyouknow’’hesighs

Him‘’IwillfeellikeanuisanceifIsitwithoutyourpermission’’I

laughandrollmyeyes

Me‘’ohpleasesitdownwithmeSteve,andhavelunchwithme

ifyouhavethetime,Iwouldlove

youcompany’’helaughsatmysarcasm

Him‘’IlovetoOliviathanks’’wecallthewaitresstobringhim

theexamtoohestartsfillingitinand

funnywealmosthavethesameorderIsmiletomyself,atthe

boxwhereyouwriteyournamehe

writesOlivia’sBoowithasmirkonhisfaceIlaugh



Me‘’youaresoforwardmyGod’’

Him‘’wellOliviaaguyisallowedtodream’’

Me‘’anddreamyoushallcontinue’’helaughs

Him‘’whatbringsyouherehavinglunchalone’’

Me‘’IjustcametogetChristmaspresentsformyfatherand

Siza’’

Him‘’ohthatisnice,whereareyouspendingit’’

Me‘’weareheadingtoCapeTown,spendingitintheopensea

onayacht’’

Him‘’ohboytakemewith,Icouldreallydowiththatkindof

scenery’’

Me‘’nahfam,youjustgoingtocrampourstyle’’helaughs,and

ourordercomesandweeatwhile

talkingtrash,hehasreallynicesenseofhumourandsmarttoo

Me‘’Iamgladyounotjustaprettyfacehey’’helaughsand

placeshishandoverhischest

Him‘’Iamhurthey,whywouldyousaythat’’hesayswitha

smirkonhisface

Me‘’youknowlightskinnedguystendtoliveuptotheir

complexion’’



Him‘’Oliviayouaresomean’’Ilaughandhisphonebeepsand

hefrowns

Him‘’eishIhavetorun,Ihadagreattime’’

Me‘’Isurprisinglyhadagoodlaughtoo’’

Him‘’ifthat’sthecase,canIpleasehaveyournumbersowecan

hangwhenyougetbackfromCape’’Ifrownandhegivesme

puppyeyesandimmediatelywinsmeover,Itakehisphoneand

punchinmynumber.Hesavesthemandwesayourgoodbyes

andheleaves.Ihadagreattimewiththisfoolreally.

Vicky

Me‘’thisisherphoto,haveyouseenherherebefore’’shetakes

myphoneandexaminesThato’s

picture

Her‘’yesIhave,sheisherealmosteverydayoftheweek’’I

decidedtoinvestigateonwhoThatois

sleepingwithandluckilyIfoundthisgirlwhoworksatthehotel,

shelooksnaïve,iofferedher

moneytoanswerafewquestions



Me‘’whoisshewith?’’shelooksaroundobviouslyscaredtobe

caughtwithmearoundthecorners

Her‘’Iwillreallygetintroubleforsharingcustomers

information’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’Iamnotgoingtohurtthem.Justtellmeplease,Imagine

whatyouwilldowiththisR2000’’she

looksatthemoneyinmyhand

Her‘’Idon’tknowhisnamebutallIcantellyouisthathelooks

richandthestaffandmanagerhere

respecthimsomuch,theyalwaysusethepresidentialsuit’’

Me‘’ifyougetmethenameorbetterapictureofhimorthem

togetherIwillpayyoumorethan

hereIpromise,justgetmetheidentityofthisguy’’

Her‘’Iwilltrybutitisgoingtobehard,Iamnotallowed

anywherenearthatsuit’’Isigh

Me‘’comeongirl,Iamsureyoucanfigureoutsomething,you

looksmartman’’Igiveherthe

moneyandsheshovesitinsideherbra.Itakeherphoneand

putmynumber

Me‘’IsavedmynumberthereasVickycallmesoonasyouhave

something’’shenodsandleaves



Vusi

Idecidedtogotothehospitaltwohoursbeforesheknocksoff,

IwanttoseeifthatredTazzwillstill

beheretoday.IgaveUrielthekeysandaskhertogotothecar

likeshenormallydoes,shehastoact

normal,andIwillbeoutscoutingforthatcarwithawhite

woman.Ijustwonderwhowantstohurt

Uriel,Imeanmybabyisthesweetestthingever,theonly

personwhowouldwanttohurtheis

Mercybutsheisnotwhite,okaysheismixedbutUrielsaid

white.Iamstandingintheparkinglot

butIamnotvisibletotheothers,itis10minutesbeforeshe

knocksoff,Iseetheredtazzapproach

andItaketheregistrationincaseitdrivesawaybeforeI

confronttheperson,thecarparksandIsee

mywomanwalktothecar,Icallheroncesheisin.

Her‘’babywhereareyou,therecarisback’’



Me‘’Iamwatchingitlove,Iamheredon’tworry,Iwantyouto

listen’’

Her‘’okaybaby’’shesayssoundingscared

Me‘’IwantyoutobesoquickandblockthatcarinsoIcan

hurrytoitandconfrontthatwoman’’

Her‘’whatifshehasagunmylove’’

Me‘’Iwillhandleitpleasedoitnowbaby’’shehangsupandI

seethecarlightson,shedrives

quicklyandblocksthetazzin,Irunsofastandmanagetoopen

thedriverdoorandpulloutthat

whitewomanandpinhertothecar

Me‘’whothefuckareyou,andwhyareyoufollowingmy

woman’’shelaughs

Her‘’youhaveballsafterall’’shelaughsagain.Ibangheronthe

car

Me‘’answermeyoufreak’’

Her‘’youthoughtyouandyoulittlebitchwillhurtmydaughter

andlivehappily’’

Me‘’whothefuckisyourdaughteryoupsycho’’Icanneverbe

Mercy’smothershedied

Her‘’Mercyishurtingbecauseofyouandyourhoehereand



youwillpayforthatboikie’’Iam

shocked

Me‘’liar,Mercy’smotherdies’’shelaughsandIsuddenlyseethe

resemblance.

Her‘’justknowthatyouwillpay’’Iletgoofher

Me‘’staythefuckawayfromUrielorIswearIwillkillyouand

thatbratofyours’’Iturnandmybaby

isoutsidewatching,atleastsheheardIwon’thavetoexplain,I

takeherandleadhertothe

passengersidehelpherinandbuckleherseatbelt,thengoto

myside.IstarttheenginebutbeforeI

driveItakeherhandandkissit.

Me‘’Iloveyousomuch,andIwillnotletanyonehurtyouokay’’

shenodsandIsighthendriveoff.I

needtohaveawordwithMercy.

SIZA’STRIBULATIONS

Chapter78(notedited)

Mercy



Mylifeisaroutinenow,everydayIwakeup,takeabatheat

drinkandstayinthecinemaallday

hostingapitypartyformyselfwithabottleofeithervodkaor

tequila,Iamjustgladthatmyfather

hasn’tcutmeofffinanciallyorelseIwillbesufferingsomuch,I

liveinfearwaitingformycardto

declinecozthemonthhegavemetochoosebetweenschool

andstartingabusinesshaspast,what

willbecomeofme,IhavenooneabsolutelynooneandIdon’t

blamethem,Ididthisalltomyself,

myfatherandmysisterwantnothingtodowithme,Ijustwish

daddycouldrealisethatIamhis

babyandheshouldn’tforcemetobewhathewantsbutto

acceptmethewayIam.Mydoorbell

goesoffandIdragmyselftogoandopen,tomysurpriseis

Vusi,Ineverexpectedtoseehimhere.I

looklikeahoboIamevendrunkanditisnotyetmidday.Itry

tofixmyselfbuttheisnohope

Me‘’heybabywhatbringsyouhere’’helooksatmeandIsee

therageonhisfacedisappear,heislookingatmewithpity



Me‘’don’tpleasedon’tpityme’’hesighs

Him‘’IknowIamtoblame,andIamreallysorryMercy’’

Me‘’ifyouaresorry,comebackhome,letusstartallover

again’’Isaypleading

Him‘’Ican’tMercy,IamsorryforhurtingyoulikethisIreally

am,butIloveher’’thepain

Me‘’Ijustwanttoknowsomething’’Isaywithtears

Him‘’anythingIwillanswertruthfully’’Iwipemytears

Me‘’comeinplease’’eshakeshishead

Him‘’Ican’treallyIjustneedto’’Icuthim

Me‘’didyoureallycareforme?Didyouevenloveme?’’he

closeshiseyes

Him‘’IamsosorryreallybutIdon’tthinkitwaseverlovefor

me,maybethetransitionandbeing

introducedtothehigherlifestyle.ThankyouforthatandIam

sorryforeverhurtingyoulikethis’’I

wipemytearsfeelingsomuchpain.

Me‘’Isee,sowhatbringsyouhere’’hisfacegoesbacktobeing

serious

Him‘’IknowIhurtyouandIamreallysorrybutwhatIwillnot



haveisyouandyourmotherplotting,

tellhertostopfollowingmywomanaround,ifyouwant

someonetoblameforallofthis,blameme

Iamtheonewhohurtyou,Iplayedthebothofyouagainst

eachotherandthatwaswrongand

childishIamsorrybutpleasedomeafavourandleaveUriel

alone’’withthatsaidhewalkedaway

andIclosedmydoorconfused,Fionaisfollowingthatbitch

whatfor,mymotherstillcaresshemust

haveheardofwhatVusididtome,didImaybejudgeher

harshlyforwhathappened,asitstands

sheistheonlyonewhocaresaboutmereally.Iwalkupstairsto

takeashower.

Fiona

Myplanfinallyworkedout,Igotthatstupidboytoconfrontme

soIwouldtellhimIamMercy’s

mother,IjusthopethathehasgonetotellMercytoaskmeto

backoff,Ipraythatitallworksout,

myplanwastogetVusitoseemeandruntotellMercyandshe



willinturnrealisethatIloveher

andshewillacceptmebackinherlife,andoncethathappens

myplanwillbebackinmotion.Sheis

theonlythatcanhelpmedestroyRazor,Iamtiredoflivingin

poverty,eatingthesamethingweek

inweekout,IamgratefultoKekefortakingcareofmebutI

havehadenoughIwon’tlie.Sheisat

worksoIamwatchingsomethingonSABC1wecan’teven

affordamereDSTV.Thereisaknockon

thedoorandIrollmyeyes,Ijusthopethatitisnotthesedrug

addictsconfusingourflatwiththatof

theirdealer.IgetoffthecouchandgoopenandIamshocked

toseeherhere,Ididn’tthinkthisplanwillworksofast.

Me‘’Mookie’’sheletsoutatear

Her‘’mommy’’shesay’sandIamsmilinginside

Me‘’comeinmybaby’’Isaytakingherhandleadinghertothe

lounge

Me‘’Howdidyoufindmebaby.Thisplaceisdangerous’’

Her‘’youoncementionedittomeIjusthadtonavigatemyway.

Vusicametoseememama,why



didyoudothat’’Isigh

Me‘’hehurtyoubabyandIcouldn’tjustsitbackandwatch,

evenwhenyoudon’twantmeinyour

lifeIwillfightforyouitismyjobasamotherMookie’’

Her‘’IamsorrymommyIshouldn’thavetreatedyoulikethat’’

Me‘’it’sokayItotallyunderstand,howisyoursister?’’shesighs

Her‘’Idon’tknowdadwon’tletmeanywherenearher,they

bothdon’twantanythingtodowith

me.Ihavenoonemamanoone’’shesay’sandIholdher

Me‘’youhavemebabydon’tworryandtheywillcomearoundI

promise’’itwillbesoeasypoising

heragainstRazorIjustprayhecontinuesbeingcoldtowards

her/

Her‘’thankyoumommy,thisplacedoesn’tlookorfeelsafe,I

amnotcomfortableleavingyouhere,

comeleavewithme,Ihaveahugehouse’’rightnowthejoyin

myheartGod.

Me‘’Areyousurenana,takeafewdaystothinkaboutthis’’

Her‘’Iamsure,Ineedyouwithme’’Ismileandnodandthe

dooropensandKekewalksinwitha



plasticfromUsave.

Me‘’KcomemeetmydaughterMercy’’Isaysmilingdownather

andKekecomestothelounge

Keke‘’ohhiMercy,itisreallynicetoseeyou’’

Her‘’likewise,mymotherhastoldmealotaboutyouitisgood

tofinallymeetyoureally’’

Me‘’MercyaskedmetomoveinwithherandIagreed’’

Keke‘’ohthatis,whenareyouleaving’’sheasksdisapproving

Her‘’IamtakinghernowauntyKeke,youarewelcometovisit

anytime’’shegivesMercyaweak

smile

Keke‘’thankyou.Fionacomeletmegohelpyoupark’’Iknow

thatisnotwhatshewantstodo,we

walktomyroomandsheshutsthedoor

Me‘’whatnow’’Isayandsitonthebed

Keke‘’areyoureallygoingtouseyourowndaughtertogetto

herfatherFionawhatkindofmother

areyouhuh’’sheshoutandIquicklystandandplacemyhand

onhermouth

Me‘’canyoukeepitdownGod’’sheshakesherhead



Keke‘’thiswillbackfireFionaandyouwillregretevertryingto

crossthatmanmarkmywords’’

Me‘’Ihavetheperfectplananditwillworkoutperfectly,you

justwaitandsee’’shelaughsand

exitsmybedroomItakemylargebadandpackeverything,itis

notmuchanywaysoIamdoneina

blinkofaneye.IwalkbacktoMercy

Her‘’readytogohome?’’Ismile

Me‘’yesmybabywecanleave’’shetakesherbagonthetable

andweexit,KeleisoutsidesmokingI

stopinfrontofher

Me‘’thankyouforallyouhavedoneforme,youwillalwaysbe

welcomedatherhouse,youwill

foreverbeasistertome,IloveK’’Isayandhandherthekeys

andshelooksatMercy

Keke‘’Mercytakecareofyourselfandrememberthatnot

everythingisblackandwhitebevigilant’’

Igaveheranastylook

Me‘’babylet’sgo,KIwillcallyoulater’’shedoesn’trespondand

wewalktothecarandgetin

Her‘’shedoesn’tseemhappy’’Isigh



Me‘’sheisjustsadthatIamleaving’’shenods

Her‘’shewillcomearounddon’tworry’’

Me‘’IhopesobutIamjustgladweareokaynow’’

Her‘’metooMookie’’shesmilesanddrivesustotheexpensive

suburbwhereIwillpickupthepiecesofwhatusedtobemylife.

Gadafi

ImanagedtotakeNtombitoseethehouseitwillgivemea

chancereallygettoknowheralittle,she

wasquitethewholetimetomyhouseandIdon’twanttobe

toopushy,Iguesssheisnaturallyshy,

butoncesheismineIwillkickoutallthatshynessoutthe

window.WegettothehouseandIgo

openherdoorandunbucklehersitbelt,shegetsoutandlooks

around,probablyadmiringthehouse.

Me‘’thisway’’shelooksatmeandsmilesthenshefollowsme,I

openandwewalkin.

Me‘’forgivemethisplaceisamess’’Iamembarrassednow



Her‘’itisnothingIcannotfixbhuti’’eishokaythisbhutithingis

crowdingmereally.Ishowherthe

wholehouse

Me‘’soIamgoingtoneedyouin5daysaweekandsome

weekends,cleaningcookingandthe

works,asyoucanseethisplaceneedsawoman’stouch’’she

laughs

Her‘’Icanseethat,butifImayaskwhyareyounotmarried’’

Me‘’Ijustrecentlymetmyfuturewifeandshedoesn’tknowit

yet’’Isay

Her‘’whataboutchildrendoyouhaveany?’’Isigh

Me‘’thatisthefirstthingIamgivingheraftersheagreestobe

mine,butfornow,nowifenokids’’

Her‘’okaybhuti,letmestartwiththecleaning’’

Me‘’wait,atleasttellmeabitaboutyourself’’sheshrugsher

shoulders

Her‘’thereisreallynotmuchtotellreallybutIamfromthe

samevillageasmam’Lungile,Iworked

atthepalaceafterIfinishedmymatric,myauntgotmethejob

cozshewastiredoftakingcareof

me,myparent’sdiedwhenIwasyoung’’



Me‘’whatdidyoueverdreamofbecomingwhenyouwere

growingup’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iamaverygreatcook,allIeverwantedwastobeachef

andownmyowncateringcompany’’

Me‘’isthatso,Iamgladtohearthat,Iwillstopgoingtomy

brothersplaceforSiza’sfood’’

Her‘’areyoutworeallybrothers?’’Ismile

Me‘’notbybloodbutwehaveknowneachothersincewewere

teens’’

Her‘’ohthatisnice’’

Me‘’yeahwehavebeenthroughalot.Letmeleaveyoutogo

andwork’’shenodsandleaves,andI

decidetogotomystudyandIfindmyselfGoodlingculinary

schools.Ohwhatisthiswomandoingto

me,sheisnoteventryingtodrivemeinsaneitisjust

happeninginvoluntarily

Siza

SinceNtombileftwithGadafimymotherdecidedtogoandsee

Thandiwe,Iamleftwithmymans,



andwedecidedtocooldowninthepool,theheatistoomuch,I

swearthisishellandtheyforgotto

informusbecausewow.Thismancan’tbelievethatIcanswim

sowell,IthinkheforgotthatIam

fromthevillage,welearnedhowtoswiminourstreamsand

laterprogressedtotheriver,wepro’s

inthisItellyou.Hecallsmeamermaidbecauseofthat.

TomorrowweareflyingtoCape,itwillbe

myfirsttimeflyingandIgettingonaboatIamsuperexcited

really,Molemoshouldstarttraveling

man,whatexcitesmeisGadafiIhaveneverseenthissideof

him,IlaughandthatcatchesMolemo’sattention

Him‘’sharethejokeSoft’’Ismile

Me‘’IamthinkingofGadafi’’Isaylaughing

Him‘’whatabouthimmylove’’Igetoutofthepoolandgosit

ontopofhim

Me‘’don’ttellmeyouhaven’tnoticedbabe’’heraisesan

eyebrowandIrollmyeyes

Him‘’comeontellyourpersonhao’’

Me‘’GadafiseemstobetakenbyNtombi,thewayhelooksat



herheistotallysmitten’’

Him‘’areyousureaboutthatSoft’’heaskswithasmile

Me‘’Iamverysure,evenmymothernoticedit,youaresoslow’’

helaughs

Him‘’ohthiswillbeablisstowitness,GrumpyGadafifallingin

love,hesworethathewillneverever

fallinloveandbecomeSoft’’

Me‘’yououtofallpeopleshouldknowthatlovejustcreepsin,it

doesn’tevenknocktoletyouknow

itisabouttocomeit’’

Him‘’thatistruemylovereallytrue’’hekissesmyforehead

Me‘’Ijusthopeshefallsforhimtoohedeservestohave

someonetoo’’

Him‘’metoobaby,lifeismuchbetterwhensharedwiththeone

youlove’’Iblush

Me‘’Icouldn’thavesaiditbetter’’Ikisshimfullyonthelips

Him‘’butIamstillgoingtorubitinhisface,Iamsogoingto

enjoyseeinghimblushandmelt’’he

laughsandIsmackhisshoulder

Me‘’justhelphimbecomeagentlemenyouknowheisrough



aroundtheedges’’helaughs

Him‘’Iwilldefinitelytrybaby,Iwanttoseehimhappytoo’’

Me‘’goodnowlet’sgoandpack’’hecarriesmebridalstyleto

ourbedroomsowecanpreparefor

tomorrow,itisChristmasdaywearegoingtohavesomuchfun.

SIZA’STRIBULATIONS

Chapter79(notedited)

Razor

TheVianoisreadyandparkedoutsidebutthewomanare

nowherenearfinishing,Oliviahasbeen

packingandunpackingsinceshewokeup,Idon’tknowwhycoz

theywentshoppingforthistripshe

mustjusthaveshovedeverythinginthere.Idon’tevenwantto

talkaboutSoftshehasbeen

changingoutfitsforanhournowthenshegetsfrustratedand

sayshedoesn’thaveclothes,that

timeshetookmostofmyclosetmyclothesarenowcrampedin

onespotbecauseofhers.Luckily



LungileandNtombiaredonebutbecausewearewaitingfor

theothertwosnailsshedecidedto

helpbraidNtombi’shairsolong.GadafiarrivesandIopenthe

garagesohecanparkhiscarbecauseweareallusingtheViano.

G‘’brotherhowzitman’’

Me‘’allGmyman,yourside’’

G‘’alliswell,lookatyoulookinglikearesponsiblefamilyman’’I

laugh

Me‘’Softistheonewhoisdressingmeforthistripman’’

G‘’yourwomanhastastebrother,Ineedthosesneakers’’

Me‘’willgetthemforyouinCapeconsiderthemaChristmas

present’’welaugh

G‘’whereisNtombi’’Ilaugh

Me‘’soitistrue’’Isaypunchinghisshouldernothardthough

G‘’whatisman’’hesayswithasmirk

Me‘’youarefallingforhearen’tyou’’heblushesandIjustburst

outlaughing

G‘’mansheisjustsoperfect’’

Me‘’whathappenedtoneverfallinginlove’’hesmiles



G‘’shitjustcrepedinuninvitedman,Icouldn’tevenblockit

down,hellIdon’tevenwanttobrother,

nowomanhasshakenmelikethisgirlisdoing’’

Me‘’loveisbeautifulyouwillsee’’

G‘’Ijustprayshereciprocatesthisfeelingman’’

Me‘’makeherfallinlovewithyou,makeherseeyou,likeIdid

withSiza’’

G‘’youaregoingtohavetocoachmemanIdon’tknow

anythingaboutbeingromantic,youknowI

justgrabandsmashthenmoveontothenext’’

Me‘’Igotyou’’thewomanappearfinallyandweloadtheirbags

andwelockandleavethehouse

Siza

AftertwohoursofflyingfromJoburgtoCapemyexcitement

increasedlikehell,Ijustcouldn’t

containitanditisgoodtoseeeveryoneelseexcitedto,itis

visibleontheirfaces,Icouldfeelthe

happinessandcontentmentintheairtoo.Wegotanother



Vianowaitingforusattheairportand

Molemodroveustotheyachtis,wedrivingthroughCapeTown

andGodthisplaceisperfect,I

wouldn’tmindlivingherewithmybaby,Ilookathisandhis

eyesarefixedontheroad,howdidI

becomesolucky.WegettoV&Awaterfrontbasinwherethe

boatiswaiting,ohIamjustmelting.

WewaitbythecarwhileMoandhisbrothergoandtalkto

whoeverthentheycomebackandtake

ourbagsondeckandwefollowwithlightbags.

Liv‘’ohmyGodlookatthatbaby’’shesayslookingattheyacht

andGoditissobeautifulIwantto

cryrightnow,everythingisjustsoperfect.Oliviacouldn’teven

waitshestartedsnappingpicturesof

usandeverybodyelse,Iknowtheyaregoingstraightto

instagram.

Mo‘’LivpleasetakeapictureofSoftandI’’hesayshandingher

thephoneandhequicklyscoopsme

upandIlaughwhileOlivertakesmillionrandompictures.We

getdoneandweallgetonboard.



EverythingIwroteonthelistishere,allthefood,thealcohol

theboardgameseverything.Thereare

only3bedsinthisyachtsoIamnotentirelysureofthe

sleepingarrangements.Wedecidetogoto

theminiloungethathasroundcouchthatsitsabout10people.

Thereisaflatscreenandasurround

system.

Liv‘’Iseethereareonlythreebedroomshere,howaregoingto

sleep’’

Ma‘’NtombiandIcanshare,thenOliviaandSizakelecanalso

sharethenthelastoneyourfather

andGadaficanalsoshareit’’Molemochokesandstarts

coughing,Iknowheaintaboutthenot

sharingwithmebed,Isupressmylaugh

G‘’Iamnotsharingabedwiththisfool’’wealllaugh

Mo‘’Iamnotsleepingwithyoueither,yousnore’’Irollmyeyes

andtheyjustcontinuebickering

Ma‘’okayGadafiwhatdoyouproposewedo’’shesayssmiling

G‘’youcansharewithNtombi,RazorshareswithSizaandLiv

takestheotherroom,Iwilljustputmy

bagsinthereandIwillcrashonthecouch,itlookscomfortable’’



Mo‘’Itotallyagree’’hesaysquickly

Me‘’ohGodbabestopit’’Gadafilaughs

Mo‘’sorrybabe,brotherlet’sgotalktothecaptain’’Gadafi

standsandtheywalkout

Me‘’nowthatallissettledwecanstartcookinglunch’’

Ntombi‘’canIpleasehelpyouSiza’’shesayssoundingexcited

Me‘’Iwilllovethatverymuch’’shestandsupflashingthat

beautifulsmile,weheadtothekitchen

andIexplainwhatwewillbecookingandshestartshelping

withthepeeling

Olivia

Idon’twanttoliethisrighthereisthebestChristmasever,I

haveneverfeltsoalivelikeIamfeeling

rightnow,Ijustwishmysisterwasherewithus,buther

betrayalhurtmeandIamnotreadytolet

thisgo.Iamgoingtostartlivingandenjoyingmylifenomatter

what,Ideservetoalwaysbehappy,I

meanIspendmostofmylifedepressedandfeelingunwanted,



sonowitismytimetolivemylife

fullyandnotfeelguiltyaboutit.Beinghereandlookingat

everyonehavingisgreat,wearehaving

latelunch,Sizamanagedtodecorateitanditdefinitelyfeels

likeChristmas,thefirstoneIhaveeverenjoyed.

Me‘’complimentstothechefsman,yougirlscancookyoh’’

UncleG‘’youcansaythatagainbabygirlthisisdelicious‘’

Siza‘’Imustadmit,Ntombididmostofthethings’’

Dad‘’wheredidyoulearnhowtocook’’hesaysbitinghisstake

Ntombi‘’wellIhavealwayshadaloveforfoodandcooking,my

auntworkedinthecityata

restaurantandshewouldcomebackwithfoodmagazinesthat

haverecipes,Iwouldalwaysdream

ofcookingthembutweneverhadtheingredients,sowhenI

startedworkingatthepalaceIstarted

exploringandIjustcouldn’tstopandmyloveforcookingjust

escalated’’

Siza‘’youshouldopenyourownrestaurantreally’’

UncleG‘’sheshouldgoandperfectherskillatculinaryschool



first’’

Ntombi‘’Iwantedtoattendbutthoseschoolsareexpensive’’

UncleG‘’thingswillcometogetherdon’tstress’’

Me‘’daddyIthinkIhavethefirstrecipientofthatbursary

scheme’’

UncleG‘’Itotallyagreewithyoubabygirl’’

Dad‘’Iamallforit’’

Me‘’NtombibecauseIdidn’tknowyouandmawillbejoiningus

Ididn’tgetyouanythingsoasa

Christmaspresentpleaseacceptourfundingandgotoculinary

schoolnextyear’’sheisshocked

Ntombi‘’areyouserious,pleasedon’tmakemecry’’

Me‘’cruhoneyyouaregoingtobeacheflikeyouhavealways

dreamtof’’shestartedcryingand

Siza’smothergoestocomforther

Ma‘’don’tcrymybaby,thisisgoodnewyoudeservethisreally’’

shewipeshertears

Her‘’Idon’tknowwhattosayreallybutthankyoufromthe

bottomofmyheart,Ineverknew

comingherewillbethestartofnewthingsforme’’



Siza‘’trustmeitisonlygoingtogetbetterthereissomething

goodaboutthisplacetousvillage

girls’’theysmileateachother.Wecontinueeatingandhavinga

greatbanter

Thandiwe

Thisdoesn’treallyfeellikeChristmasforawomanwithafamily,

Iwokeupearlyandcookedupa

stormformeandmyfamily,Idecoratedthehousenicelyand

weallexchangedpresentsearlier,my

husbanddidn’tgetmeanything,hejustwrotemeacheckof

R500000andtoldmetogetmyself

anythingthatIwanted,becausehewasn’tsurewhatIwould

havewanted,Imeanwhodoesn’t

knowwhattheirownwifelikes,hecouldn’teventhinkofbuying

meabottleofperfumeora

handbag,itwouldhavemeantmoretomethancash.Idon’t

knowwhyheisdoingthistome.He

gotthekidspresentsandIguessthatIbetter,Ijustwishhe

couldhaveextendedthesamecourtesy



tome.WearehavinglunchatthetablebutIcanseethatheis

justherewithmephysicallybuthis

mindismilesaway,hekeepsoncheckinghisphoneandit

frustratesmesobad.

Me‘’youhaven’treallytouchedyourfoodbaby’’

Him‘’itisgoodmylovejustthatIhadalotatbreakfast,butnot

toworryIwilleatbitbybit,thank

you’’

Me‘’ohokay,sodidyoulikeyourgift’’

Him‘’Ireallydidthankyou’’hegivesmeasmilethatdoesn’t

reachhisears

Me‘’Iwashopingthatafterherewecouldjustgobythepool

andhavedrinksandspendtimewith

thekidsandmaybelateryouknowhaveourownadultfun’’he

tiltshishead

Him‘’thatsoundslikeaplan’’hedoesn’tsoundinterested

though,Isighandhisphonebeepsandhe

checksitbutnothingonhisfacialexpression

Him‘’babyIneedtogo,it’stheclubtheyhaveaproblemthat

onlyIcanattendto’’



Me‘’comeonSizweitsChristmas,it’safamilydayplease,ask

themtofixit’’

Him‘’IamsorrylovebutIwillbebacksoon’’hestandsupand

comestokissmethenleavesIjustlet

mytearsfalls,whydoeshelovehurtingmelikethisthough,I

trymakingthismarriageworkbuthe

neverreciprocates,Ifeellikethisisaonesidedrelationship.My

soninterruptsme

Him‘’mommyareyoucrying?’’

Me‘’nobabymommyhassomethinginhereyes,butIwillbe

okay,eatyourfood’’henodsandI

takemyphonetocallmymotherwhopicksupat4thring

Her‘’Thandiwebabydidyougetmymessageandpresents’’

Me‘’yesmamaRazorsdriverbroughtthem,welovethem

thanks’’Ihearalotofnoiseanlaughterin

thebackground,thosepeoplearereallyhavingagreat

Christmas

Her‘’Iamgladyoudomybaby’’

Me‘’whereareyoucanyoucometomyhouse’’

Her‘’Ican’tmylove,IamwithSizakeleandtheothersinCape

TowntheyinvitedNtombiandIto



join,weareonayachtintheseaasIspeaktoyou’’tearsbuild

upinmyeyes

Me‘’ohthatisnicemama’’IhearmyvoicebreakingsoIclear

mythroat

Her‘’Iwillcomeseeyouassoonaswecomeback,thatisthe

27thor28th’’

Me‘’ohokayhavefun,Sizweiscallingforme,bye’’Ihangup

andjustcrysilently.

Vicky

IshouldhavejustwenthomeandspendChristmaswiththem

butwithnomoneymymotherwould

havemademylifemiserable,thispaceisdriveandworsepart

Thatowentoutafewhoursago,she

didn’tsaywhereshewasgoing,sheleftmewithabottleofdry

ginand2bottlesofchampagneand

somesnacks,atleastDSTVisplayingsomedecentmovies.My

phonebeepsandit’sfromthegirlatthehotel.

*Ihaveapictureofthemtogether,meetmeatthehotelwith



mymoneyinanhour*

finally,Igetoffthecouchandgochangeandrequestanuber,I

amtakingmylastmoneybutIwillknowwho

Thato’sblesserisandIwillseducehimandhewilldefinitely

givein.theuberarrivesandIlockand

gotoit.ItgetstothehotelandIcallthegirlandshetellsmeto

meether,Imakemywaythereandsheispacing

Me‘’allyouneedtodoisactnormal,thispanicmodeofyoursis

whatwillmaketheothers

suspiciousnotthefactthatyouaretalkingtome

Her‘’youarelate’’Icheckmywatch

Me‘’itisjust5minutesGod.Soletmeseethepicture’’

Her‘’mymoneyfirst’’Irollmyeyesandtakeitoutofmypurse

andIhandittoherandshehands

thephonetome.ItakealookandIswearIalmostfainted

Me‘’thisbitch’’Isayandclenchmyjawsthenscreamabit

Her‘’hailetmesendyouthatpicturebeforeyoubreakmy

phone’’shesnatchesitfrommeand



sendsittome,Iamsomadrightnow,howdaretheybetrayme

likethat,infacthowcanThatodo

this,allthatshehasacquiredfromhimhadtomine.

Me‘’aretheystillhere?Givemetheliftcodetothepresidential

suit,Iwanttoteachthemalesson

oftheirlives’’

Her‘’areyoucrazyyouwantmetolosemyjob’’shewalksaway

andleavesmefuming,Iwilldeal

withThatoshewillregretevercrossingme,andsuddenlyan

ideacomestomyheadandleavesme

smiling.Iactuallydon’tneedtoliftafingerthatbitchis

studyinglawandshemightgetmearrested,

Iwillgetmyrevengeandmore.Iwalkoutalreadymakingplans

forthefuture.ThisistheperfectChristmaspresentever.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

Chapter80(notedited)

Gadafi

ThiscouchisreallycomfortablebutdamnIcan’tseemtosleep,



Ihadthebestdayreally,Iamnota

fanofcelebratingalltheseholidaysandshitbutImustgive

creditwhereit’sdue,mybrothers

womanknewhowtoplanallofthis,theenvironmentisjustso

serine,thecompanyisexceptional

don’tgetmestartedonthefoodGod.Ihearmovementfrom

thekitchensoIdecidetogocheckit

out,Igetinthereandshefacingawayfromme,sheisthe

perfectAfricanwoman,thighsandass,ifI

hadn’tseenThandiweIwouldhaveswornthatgirlsfromthat

villageareallthick.

Me‘’alsocouldn’tsleep’’shejumpsalittle

Her‘’ohbhuti,Ithoughtyouwereasleep,IamsorryifIwoke

you’’somebodykillmethisbhutiman

Me‘’ohno,Icouldn’tsleep.Youdidnothing.Whyareyouup’’

Her‘’IthinkIamtooexcitedtosleep,Ican’tbelieveIhave

moneyforschoolandIdidn’tevenapply’’

Me‘’youdeservethis,plusyoureallycancook,youareGod’s

gifttofoodloverslikemyself’’

Her‘’thankyousomuch,youalsohelpcontributethemoney’’I



nod

Me‘’yesitwasOlivia’splanRazorandIarejustputtinginthe

money’’shesmiles

Her‘’youbotharegreatman,myGodwillblessyoureally’’I

smile

Me‘’sotellme,whatareyouhopingforinthefuture’’

Her‘’welljustafewweeksagoIdidn’thavehopeforthefuture

butrightnowwiththebursaryyou

havejustgivenmeIseemyselfowningmyownrestaurantwith

myownsignaturedishes,maybe

marriedwithkids’’okayweareopentothattopic

Me‘’ohsowhatkindofmandoyouwanttomarry’’shelaughs

Her‘’Idon’tknowbhutibutmyheartwilltellme,Idon’treally

haveapreferenceIjustwantaman

thatwilllovemeandputmefirst’’Ismile

Me‘’thatisgoodtoknowNtombi’’

Her‘’youshouldalsotellthatladyyouweretellingmeabout

howyoufeel,lifeistooshort’’

Me‘’trustmeIwouldtellherevennow,Ijustdon’tthinksheis

readytohearit’’



Her‘’don’twastetimebhuti,youdon’twanthertobesnatched

awaybysomeotherman’’

Me‘’Iwouldkillthatman’’shelaughsanditissomelodic

Her‘’Ijustcamedowntodrinkacupofrooibos,Ifeelrelaxeda

bit,Iwillgotryandsleep’’

Me‘’ohokay,sleepwellthen’’shesmilesandwalkspastmeand

ourskintouchandIfeelhot

Aweeklater

Vicky

ItookthisentireweektothinkaboutwhatIamgoingtodo

aboutthepictureathandandImustsay

thattheplanIhavewilldefinitelywork,itistimeIconfront

thesetwobackstabbers,Ihavebeen

tryingsohardtonotbeattheleavingshitoutofThato,soeach

timeshewashomeImadesureto

notbetherecozIwouldhavejustlostitreally.Iaskedoneof

thegirlsattheclubtoletmeknowif



ThatocomesovertherecozIwasoffandshedidcallandtold

methatshearrived,Itookanuber

andIamwalkingtoSizwe’soffice,theplaceisnottoopacked

cozit’sstillearly.Iopenthedoorand

theyarelaughing,notinacompromisingposition,notthatI

neededtofindthemredhanded,thepictureIhaveofthemis

enough

Him‘’don’tyouknowhowtoknock’’

Me‘’apologiesboss’’

Him‘’Idon’tneedyourapologyVickylearnsomemanners’’I

mentallyrollmyeyes

Me‘’Thatoitisgoodthatyouarehere,Ineedtotalktoyou

both’’theylookateachotherconfused

Her‘’ohokay,what’sup’’

Me‘’sohowlongdidyouthinkyouwillkeepthisfromme’’

Sizwestands

Him‘’whatthehellareyoutalkingabout’’

Me‘’ohIamtalkingaboutthefactthatyouarebusyfuckingthe

hoteleveryotherdayandnowyou

busybuyinghercarsandbusinesses’’



Him‘’thereisnosuchthing,youaredelusionalVicky’’Ilaugh

andhenarrowshiseyes

Me‘’Idon’tthinksocozIhaveevidence,Ithrowthemaprintout

ofthephotoIhaveofthem.Thato

looksatitandthenlooksatSizwethenstandsup.

Her‘’okaysowhatdoyouwantustodocryandbeg’’

Me‘’youbitchyouhavethenerveoftakingmymanandnow

youstandbeforemeandgiveme

attitude,youmustbeashamedofyourself’’shelaughs

Her‘’girlplease,babyIjustcametocheckuponyouineedto

gocheckhowthingsareatMY

business’’shesayslookingatSizweandtriestowalkawaybutI

quicklypullherbyherweaveand

shetripsandshefalls,Sizwecomesandstandsinfrontofme

andgivesmethehottestslap

Him‘’don’tyouever,Imeanevertrythisnonsenseagain,you

don’tcometomyofficeandand

assaultmywomaninfrontofmedoyouunderstand’’

Me‘’didyoujustsayyourwoman,areyoufuckingkiddingme

rightnowSizwe,itwasmefirstbut

youtreatedmelikeaprostitutecouldn’tevenbuymeflowers



nowyoubuyinghercarsand

businesses,whataboutmeafteryouusedmelikethat.Itwas

supposetobemeandyourwifeonly’’

Him‘’youdidn’tdeserveflowers,whywouldihavewastedmy

moneyonacheappieceofmeatlike

youVicky’’Ican’tbelievemyears

Me‘’whatthehelldoesThatohavethatIdon’t’’hechuckles

Him‘’doyouhavethewholedaycozitisadamnlonglist’’Itry

tosnatchThatobutshequicklyhides

behindhim.

Me‘’youthinkyouhavetheupperhandherebutIdo.Youare

goingtogivemeexactlywhatIwant’’

Him‘’andifIrefuseVickywhatwillyoudohuh’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwillsendthatpicturetoyourwife,Iamsurethatisnot

whatyouwant’’

Him‘’youwouldn’tdareyoubitch’’

Me‘’Iamsureyoudoknowhowdangerousawomanscornedis’’

Him‘’whatthefuckdoyouwantVicky’’heaskswithaserious

faceanddeepdownIamfucking

scaredrightnowbutIwillsoldieron.



Me‘’ithoughtyouwillneveraskmylove.SoIwantabrandnew

carexactlylikehersandahouse

andsharesinyourplantation,itmakesalotofmoneyandi

wantapieceofit’’helooksatmelikehe

wantstokillme

Me‘’letmetellyousomething,ifanythinghappenstomea

friendofminehasthispictureandif

anythinghappenstomeshewillgotellyourwifeandgivehera

copyofthephotoandletthepolice

knowthatyoudidsomethingtomecozIwantedtotellyour

wifeyouarecheating’’

Him‘’youareasickbitch’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohIknowhoney,soIwillgiveyouaweektogetallthatI

haveaskedfor’’

Him‘’sonowyouwillhearmeout,Thandiwebetternotfind

thatpicture,Iwillgetyouyourshitand

giveyouacallonceIhaveitall’’hesaysandfeelandseehis

angerandhatetowardsme.

Me‘’wellinthatcaseiwillleaveyouandyourhoe’’isaylooking

atThato

Him‘’ohandmadam,youbetternotbeathorntoThatointhat



flatdoyouunderstandme,avoid

herandshewilldothesame,don’tevenlookatherdoyou

understandme’’

Me‘’whatever’’

Him‘’baby,avoidthispieceofshitevenifsheprovokesyoubut

whenshelaysahandonyou,call

meandIwilldealwithher’’hesayspullinghertohimandIam

shockedthisisnolongerablesser

blesseerelationship,heisfuckinginlovewithher,hehasnever

lookedatmelikethatandIhave

neverseenhimlookathiswifelikethis.Iquicklywalkout

leavingthemintheirmoment,shedidn’t

juststillhismoneyhestolehishearttoo,buthewillneverbe

hers,heismarriedandtheyforever

havetohideandthatisokaywithmeaslongasIgetwhatI

want.

Razor

AfterthemostamazingChristmasSoftorganised,Isuretrust

herplanningcapabilities,whatever



tripsandfamilyeventsshewillhandleitall,sheissimply

amazingIamblessed.Igotacallfrommy

children’suncleandheinvitedustohishouseonNewYear’s

Eve.Ihavealwaysgottenalongwith

Fiona’sbrotherthatiswhyIentrustedmyhospitalwithhim,

hadtofindawaytomovemoneyIjust

neededsomethingverylegaltocirculatemymoneythroughand

whatabetterplacethanahospital

becauseitacceptsdonations,healsoneededajobcozother

hospitalwouldn’ttouchhim,soitwasa

winwinsituation.Softleftwithhermothertogohelpthem

moveinthefurnituretohernewhouse,

shewillbesleepingtherefortonightbutsheiscomingback

tomorrowtogowithustoNathans

house.IfindOliviainthecinemasurroundedbyjunk;sheis

watchingsomehorrormovie

Me‘’whycan’tyoubelikeotherchildren’’shelaughs

Her‘’whatdidIdonowdaddy’’Iseatnexttoherandtakethe

tuboficecreamandspoonfromher

Me‘’nothing,youarejustthebest,butyoushouldhavecalled



meforthismovie,youknowIenjoy

horror’’Isayandtakeaspoonful

Her‘’sorrypapathoughtyouweresulkingcozyourSoftleft

me’’

Me‘’Iamsulking,can’tyouseeIameveneatingicecream’’she

laughs

Her‘’marryheralreadywillya’’Isigh

Me‘’Iwillbaby,butIdon’twanttoputpressureonher,

marriagecomeswithalotofthingsand

theynormallywayheavierofthewoman,Idon’twantthatfor

her,Iwanthertofinishher

qualificationthenIwilldefinitelytakehertohomeaffairsand

makeherMrsMotaungandwewill

haveaweddingshewantslater’’shesmiles

Her‘’oakyfairenough’’

Me‘’ohrememberwearegoingtoyouruncle’stomorrow’’

Her‘’nostressSizawillbethere.Daddy’’

Me‘’mmmhh’’Isayopeningabagofchips

Her‘’doyouthinkyouwilleverforgiveMercy’’Isigh

Me‘’sheisstillmybabyLiv,yesIammadatherbutIstilllove



her,Ijustneedtocomedownfirst

andIwillgotalktoher’’shenods

Her‘’ididn’texpectanythinglessfromyouthatiswhyyouare

themostamazingfather’’

Me‘’thankyoubabygirl,butwhataboutyou,willyouforgive

her?’’

Her‘’maybeIdon’tknowdaddy’’

Me‘’nopressurebaby,IloveyouLivi’’Ikissherforehead

Her‘’iloveyoutoodaddywaka’’

LASTBONUSSHAME OHGUYSIMIGHTNOTPOST

TOMORROW NE

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

Chapter81

Narrated

Razor,SizaandLivfinishedgettingreadyandhecarriedthe

Tupperwarecontainerstothecar,Sizahad



prepared2saladsforthebraaithatishostedatNathan’shouse,

Fiona’sbrother,thechiefofthe

hospitalRazorowns.TheyarehostingNewYearsEveparty

withfamilyandclosefriends.Thedroveto

hishouseandcarswerealreadyparkedoutsideandmusicwas

alreadyplayingjustnottooloud,the

smellofbraaivleiswasmouthwatering.Theycarriedallthey

broughtwiththem,thedrinksandsalads.

Liv‘’thisisgoingtobealongnightwiththattypeofmusic’’she

saysreferringtothetypeofmusicthat

wasbeingplayed

Siza‘’girlpleaseembraceyourculture’’Razorlaughed

Liv‘’yeiyei,Iamablackgirlnna,iamprettyandyouknowwhat

KabzaandMaphorisasaid,prettygirls

loveamapiano’’

Siza‘’rightbabe,wewilljustturnablindeyetoyourwhite

genes’’shelaughs

Razor‘’tellherbabe’’

Liv‘’notyoutoodaddyhao’’theyalllaughedandwalkedinand

Nathan’swifeTammywelcomesthem



bythedorr

Tammy‘’ohmyGodRazor,itissogoodtoseeyou’’theyhug

Razor‘’heyTamsithasreallybeenawhile’’sheturnedhereyes

toOlivia

Tammy‘’Livybabygirllookatyouallgrown,itisreallyniceto

seeyoutoo’’theyhugtoo

Liz‘’heyauntT,Iamgrowingupandyouseemtobelooking

younger,Iguessyoumaturelikefinewine’’

Tammy‘’ohbabythankyoumynana’’shesmilesather

Razor‘’Tams,thisrighthereismyladySizakelebyyoucancall

herSiza,andbabethisisNathan,Dr

Wallace’swife,Tamssheisalsostudyingmedicine’’

Tammy‘’myGodyoulookamazing,itisnicetoseeyouINathan

hasmentionedthatyoufoundyourself

agoodwoman,heevenspeakshighlyofyouregardingyour

work’’shehugsSiza

Siza‘’itisnicetomeetyoutooTammy,Ihopeyoudon’tmindI

madetwosalads’’

Tammy‘’youaresuchadarling,wewerejustsayingwithDora

thatthesaldswon’tbeenough,youarea

lifesaverthankyousomuch’’



Liv‘’auntDoraishere?’’Tammylaughs

Tammy‘’yesbabybutdon’tstressherbrothertoldherto

behaveokay’’Olivianods

Theyallmovedtothepoolareawhereeveryoneissittingand

havingdrinks,theygreetandeveryoneis

happytoseeRazoraftersuchalongtime.ThelookonDona’s

facewhensheseesSizaisjustabitter

one,buttheyallmanagetoignoreher.RazorleavesOliviawith

Sizaaftertheykissandgoestojoing

Nathanandtheothermanbythebraaistand,themenwere

havingbeerandRazorandanotherguy

weredrinkingcognac.Oliver’scousinswenttojointhemand

theychilledbyenjoyingtheirdrinksand

makingjokesenjoyingtheirnight.thenightwasverycooland

youcouldreallyfeelthehappinessand

contentmentintheenvironment.Wheneveryonewastipsy

Oliviawenttoconnectherphonetothe

soundsystemandstartedplayingamapiano,andunderthe

influenceeveryonestarteddancingandshe

andSizakeptonlaughingatthewhitepeoplewhoaretryingto

dance.



Siza

Ican’tbelieveIamhavingsomuchfun,cominghereIthought

thesepeoplewillhatemeforshowingup

withtheirsister’sexhusbandbutturnsouttheydidn’tlikeher,

apparentlyshedidn’trespectpeopleand

shethoughtshewasbettercozshewastheonewhohadmore

moneyintheirfamily.Sopeople

couldn’treallyrelatetoher.WeateandImustadmitDr

WallaceohImeanNathanasheaskedmeto

addresshimwhenwearenotatthehospital,themancanreally

braaishame,themeanwasreallynice

andthealcoholgalore,thenightwasstillveryyoungbutthe

newyearwasalmosthere.thealcoholwas

alreadyworkingmylungsandkidneysovertime,somybladder

wastakingitallin,Ineededtogopee.Itrytostand,butMo

holdsmyhand

Him‘’whereareyougoing,whatdoyouneedIwillgogetitfor

you’’



Me‘’Iamjustgoingtothebathroombaby’’hesmiles

Him‘’okaybequickImissyoualready’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youcanbeababysometimes’’Ikisshimandleavehim

grinninglikealunatic,Igettothe

bathroomanddomybusiness,Ifinishthenfixmyselfthedoor

opens

Me‘it’sstilloccupied’’Isayhopingthepersonwillclosebut

nopeshewalksinandIjustrollmyeyes

Her‘’ohIamaware,Ihavebeendyingtomeetwithyoualone’’I

sigh

Me‘’whatdoyouwantDona’’Isay

Her‘’justwanttohaveachitchat’’Iignoreherandwashmy

hands

Her‘’itsokayyoucanbesilentIwilldothetalking.Youarea

prettygirlSizakele;youhavealonglife

aheadofyou,don’tletyourselfbeusedbyRazor,doyouthink

youarethefirstyoungthinghehasbeen

with,youarejustflavoroftheweek,youwillborehimdoll’’

Me‘’holditrightthere,youknownothingaboutMolemoandI

andIdon’tknowwhatmadeyouthink

thatyourtwocentsaboutisneeded,Iwantyoutostaythefuck



awayfrommymanandI’’shelaughs

Her‘’wefeistyaren’twe,welllistentomeyoulittlecunt’’she

say’sandIwithoutthinkingaboutitIslap

hersohardacrossherfaceandpushhertothewall,andpinher

toit

Me‘’Iamveryrespectful,Itriedavoidingyoubutawuavoideke

sisi,youjustwanttobeanuisanceand

shameyouwillnottakemyjoytonight,likeIsaidleaveusthe

fuckaloneorIwillcutyou,youknowhow

ruthlessmymanisandIheardgangsterissexually

transmitted’’IhearthedooropenandMoappears

Him‘’Softbabywhatisgoingonhere’’hesay’slookingatDora

Her‘’Iwasinthebathroomwhenthisgolddiggerwalkedinand

attackedme’’shefakedatear

Him‘’shutthefuckupIwasn’ttalkingtoyou,Softbaby’’

Me‘’thisoldthingjustwontstayawayfrommeshekept

insultingmeandIendedupslappingher’’

Him‘’youslepther’’hesayssoundingamazedandproudIjust

giggleandnod

Him‘’Idon’thaveyourtimeDonagetthefuckoutandstay

awayfrommywoman’’Iletgoofherand



shefixesherselfandwalksout,Molemocomesandfoldsmein

hisarms

Me‘’Ididn’tmeanshejust’’

Him‘’youdon’thavetoexplainbabe,Iwillunderstandifyour

nightisruined,wecangohome’’

Me‘’what?wearenotleavingbecauseofthatoldslayqueen,I

amhavingsomuchfun’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iamgladyouarehavingfun,soyoureallyslappedhere

huh’’

Me‘’shedeservedit’’hesmilesandkissesme

Him‘’Idon’tknowwhybutIamfuckenturnedonrightnow’’I

bitemylip.IaminadresssoIjustturn

andpullitupandbendoverthebasin,Ihearhimgrownandthe

doorlocking,hisbeltunbucklingand

hishandspullingmyunderweardownandheusesoneofhis

legstospreadmineandasecondher

entersme,Imoancozitfeelssodamn

Him‘’ohSoftbaby,whatareyoudoingtome’’hesaysand

startsmovingslowly

Me‘’Ijustloveyouthat’sallmylove’’soonasIsaidthathe

squeezedmeandgroanssosexyIfeelmy



spinetickleohthisfeelssogoodIdon’twanthimtostop

Thandiwe

ItisNewYearsEveandIjustwantedtobehappytodayandI

knewthatIwouldn’tbeinmyhouse,

yesterdaywhenhecamebackfromtheclubhewassoangry

anddeepinthought,likehewastryingto

comeupwithasolutionbutfailingdismally,Ijustwonderwhat

isgoingon,butIwillnotbothermyself

withSizwetoday.Ijustwanttogetdrunkandhavefun.itook

mykidsanddrovetomymother’splace,

andbeforewelefthewasalreadylookinglikeamilliondollars

andIwasgratefulthatIhadalready

madeplansofmyown,Ihurtabitknowingthathewas

planningtospendanotherfamilyout.Wewent

tomymotherandNtombi,andmykids’moodinstantly

improved.

Me‘’Ican’tgetoveryourfurnishermama’’shesmiles



Ma‘’thankyoumybaby,SizahelpedmepickandIwasabit

skepticalatfirstbutnowIamhappy’’

Me‘’ohIsee,whereissheIthoughtshewouldspendtheday

withyou’’

Ma‘’shewenttosomefamilygatheringwithRazorandOlivia’’

Me‘’ohokaybutshetreatsthosepeoplemorelikeherfamily

thanus’’

Ma‘’don’tstartThandiwe,sheistheonlyfamilysheeverhad

andthatlovedherunconditionallybesides

MaNtuli,wewillnotmakeherfeelbadforbeinghappy,stop

thisIwillnottakeitanymorestop,when

areyouplanningtostophatingyoursister’’Isighandrealize

thatwhatIhadjustsaidwaswrong

Me‘’ngiyaxolisama(Iamsorry)’’

Ma‘’Ntombibabygirlpleasecomewithabottleofwinemy

baby’’shestandsupandgoestothe

kitchenandcomesbackwithit

Me‘’youshouldhaveanotherglassmanNtombi’’shelaughs

Her‘’noIamokaythanksmaybelater,thelasttimeIhadmany

glassesofwinebecauseofOliviaIwoke

upwithaheavyhead’’mamalaughs



Me‘’don’tremindmeofthatday,youweredrinkingitlikejuice

nawesoOliviajustkeptonrefilling’’

Theybothlaugh

Her‘’itwastoonicemamaIdidn’tknowithadconsequences’’

theylaughagainandIfeelsolostout

Me‘’soundslikeyouhadagreattimeinCapeTown’’

Ma‘’wereallydid,IwashopingtotakeyoutwoandSizato

Durbansowecanbondandhavefunlikewe

didinCapeTown,wewillnotbestayinginayachtbutitwewill

bemakingmemories’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat,butIamnotsureaboutmeandSiza

beinginthesamespaceitwillbeawkward

Ma‘’Iwilltellyouonceyourfathersmoneyhasreflectedinmy

account’’thedoorbellringsandNtombi

goestogetitandcomesbackwithGadafiandIfindmyself

smiling

Me‘’heywhatalovelysurprise’’mamalaughs

Him‘’heyeveryone,itisnicetoseeyouagain’’

Ma‘’helloGadafi,whatbringsyoutothiseastrand’’

Him‘’IjustbroughtyoufireworksIfiguredyoudidn’tfindthe

timetobuythemyouknow’’malaughs



Ma‘’youdroveallthiswayjusttobringfireworks’’shelaughs

andhelooksdownsmirking

Me‘’haibomamawhydoyoukeeponlaughingathim’’Iask

confused

Ma‘’it’snothingbaby,Ntombibaby,fixthismanaplate,wena

Gadafisitdown’’hesitsandsmilesathis

eyesmovewithNtombitillshedisappearstothelounge

Me‘’howhaveyoubeenG’’Isaysmilingathim

Ma‘’hehasbeenactingstrangelikealovestruckpuppy’’she

laughsagain

Me‘’whoistheluckylady’’

Ma‘’whywouldhedriveallthewaytobringfireworks,heis

doingthisasanexcusetoseeNtombi’’

Me‘’ohohIsee’’IsayfeelingalittlejelousewhyIdon’treally

know

Ma‘’shehasbeenthroughsomuchGadafi,shewon’tsurvive

anotherdisappointment’’

Him‘’Idon’tknowwhybutallIwanttodoisprotectandlove

her,Ipromisejustallowme’’Myheart

broke,evenNtombihasfoundlove,howIwishmyhusbandcan

saysuchaboutmetoo



Vicky

Iwaslookingatthishoegoingupanddowngettingready,she

looksgood,expensiveeven;sheisreally

spendingSizwe’smoney,livingmylifewhileIwatchherlikeshe

ispartofsomerealityshow,thenerve.

ThisoutfitisdefinitelynewItellyou.shewalkspastmeinthe

loungeclickingherredbottomsandgoes

tothefridgeandtakesoutabottleofchampagneandtakesout

aglasssheturnsandmakessureto

fleekherhairthisbitchisdoingthisonpurpose,topissmeoff

anditisfuckingsucceeding,Ijustwantto

mopthisfloorwithherassbutSizwewillhaveafielddaywith

me,shecomesandsitsonthesingle

couchandpoursaglassandsipswhilelookingatherphone.

ShesipsagainandIgetthirstyinstantly.It

isNewYearsEveandIamathomeinmygowndrinkingwinein

acupsoshedoesn’tseethatIbought5

literofFourthStreet.SizwemustjustgetmemythingsIam

notgoingtolivelikeahobowhilethisbitch



liveslikeaqueen.Theisaknockonthedoorandtheperson

opensandgetsin,Ipeepandit’sSizwe,he

isinamatchingoutfitasThato,myheartrightnow,shesees

himandstandsandhurriestohimandhesmiles

Him‘’heyprincess,youlookbreathtakingGod’’shesmilesand

hidesinhischestIrollmyeyes

Her‘’allthankstoyoubaby,youhavetastehey’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iwantedtobetheonlymanwithabeautifulwomanon

hisarm’’

Her‘’youdon’tsayMr.Dlomo’’helaughs

Him‘’okaywearealreadylatepleasegogetyourpurseand

changeoutfitsfortwodays’’

Her‘’wereareyoutakingmesir’’

Him‘’afterthepartyIamtakingyoutoyoursurprise’’she

laughsandhurriestoherroom,Sizwecomes

andsitsdownwherehislittleskankwasandtakesherglassand

drinks

Me‘’Iwonderwhyyouwouldbeentertainingyoursidething

andnotyourfamily’’

Him‘’justbecauseitisnotyou,nowyouarewondering’’he



laughs

Me‘’don’tforgetyouareundermymercy’’

Him‘’ohhowwouldIforgetdearVicky,youarethequeenofthe

castle’’helaughsagainandThato

walksinlookingsoexcited

Her‘’allreadybabes’’hestandsandtakesherweekenderand

theywalktothedoorandhestops

Him‘’babewaitgogetyourcarkeysoneofmyboyswillgopark

itatasafeplace,youarelivingwitha

snakeshemisttrashit’’Ifeelmyselffumeandshewalksback

toherroomandcomesbackwithitandtheyleave,whatan

insultnxa.

Iamdamntiredguysyoh,IdidsayIwon’tbepostingtodaybut

IdecidetocozIwillbebusytomorrow

allday,soexpectnothing,IwillseeyouMondayguys.Havea

greatweekend,Iloveyouallandthankyousomuchforthe

support.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

Chapter82(notedited)



Fiona

3weekslater

Imanagedtopoisonmydaughteragainstherfatherandmade

herbelievethatRazorlovesOliviamore

thanhewilleverloveher,Iquotedafewincidentsthat

coincidentallyhappenedtofavormystoryand

afterthatshestartedeatingoutofmypalm,shetoldmewhere

RazorillegallyburiedJabusothathe

doesn’tgetcaughtandnowIwillusethattotakethatman

down,hewillnotknowwhathithimreally,

hewillbegmetostoponceIstart,themightyRazorbladewill

neverknowwhathithimandIwillbethe

lastonelaughing.

Me‘’sobabyareyoureadytomakeyourfatherpay’’

Her‘’definitelymama,Razordoesn’tlovemeandhehasproved

it,whatkindoffatherdoesthistohis

owndaughter,howcouldhegoforsuchalongtimewithout



knowingifIamokayornot’’

Me‘’thatisgoodbaby,hewillbeverysorry’’

Her‘’sowhatdoyouplanondoingtohimmommy’’Ismile

Me‘’don’tworryyourselfaboutthatmynana,justenjoyliving

likeaqueenthatyouare’’shesmiles

Her‘’thankyouforcomingbackmylove’’

Me‘’Icouldn’tstayawayfromyouMookie’’

Her‘’socanwepleasegoshoppingplease’’IlaughMercy

spendsmoneylikesheismakingit,wedon’t

haveanincomebutshecanspend,butthenwewillaffordsoon

Me‘’canwejusthaveaspadateandlunchbaby,wewillgo

shoppingtomorrowIpromise’’

Her‘’youarejustthebest’’

Me‘’IamamommytoaprincesshowcouldInot’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iamaluckygirl’’Ikissherforehead

Me‘’sohowareyouenjoyingthisnewplace’’

Her‘’Ihonestlyloveit,thathousewastoobig,thanksfor

makingmerealizethismommy’’Ismile,soI

managedtoconvincehertosellthemansionandbuyathree

bedroomhouseatasafegated



communitywhereRazorwon’tthinkoffindingus’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthatmylove’’

Her‘’thanksagain’’

Me‘’gotakeashowersowecangothecityiswaitingforusto

paintitred

Her‘’yaassmommy’’shesaysandgetsfromthecouchand

hurriestothebathroomandIjustshakemy

head,Ididn’tthinkthisplanwouldbessmooth,thathousewas

worthalotofmoney,acoupleof

millionrands,Igaveherjust1,5andmygirlwasecstatic.I

boughtthishouseanditwasn’tthatmuch,so

thepocketisnothurtatall.Themoneyofthehouseissafein

myaccountanditwillcomeinhandyto

paypeopleinmakingsurethattheplangoesverysmoothly.

Sizwe

Ihavebeenhavingahardtimereally,ImanagedtostallVicky

andtoldhersomelousystoryabout

Thandiwewatchingmelikeahawkandbeenvigilantaboutour



finances.Sheboughtitbutshegaveme

untiltodaytodeliverbutnowIknowwhatIneedtodo.Ihave

reallyfalleninlovewithThato,sheisthe

mostfocusedwomanever,sheisstudyinglaw,runninga

businesses,andshedoesitwithsomuchease,

IthinkIfellinlovewithhermorewhenmyPItoldmethatshe

wasusingthemoneyshewasgetting

frommetobuildhermotherahouseandgotherfleetof

Avanzasback,Iwasinawereally,Ididn’tthink

shewasthinkingonthatlevel,andboydidshemakemefallin

lovewithher,shedideverything

discreetly,Iaskedtheboystosendmepicturesofthehouse

andImustsayitisastunner,youknowthe

onlynicehouseinthestreet.Thatohasreallytakenmyheart,I

meanIgotinforsexonlybuther

mentalitytookmeandputmeinabottle,ImeanImarried

ThandiwebecauseIneededawomanthe

societyandmybusinesspartnerswillacceptandbecauseI

wantedherfathertohelpmewith

everythingconcerningtheplantationintheirvillage.SoI

decidedanditisfinal,Iexplainedtomymother



weeksagoandsheacceptedafterputtingThatounder

surveillanceandIremembershesaid‘’Sheisstill

rougharoundtheedgesbutnothingthatcannotbepolished,

sheremindsmesomuchofmyself,

hustlingthestreetsofJoburgclassy’’Ismiledbecausethat

womanhustledmeandgotallthesethings

frommeandohGodIamheadoverheels.Iamholding

Thandiwe’shandstryingtofindtherightwords

toexplainmydecisiontoher.

Me‘’justknowthatthiswasnevermyintention,andIamsorry

foreverhurtingyou’’

Her‘’babyyouarescaringmeplease’’Isigh

Me‘’youarethemotherofmykidsandIappreciateyouvery

much,IknowIhavewrongedyoubefore

andIamreallysorry,IknowrightnowIamabouttohurtyou

somuchbutknowthatIneverplannedit’’

Her‘’Sizweplease’’Iseetearsforminginhereyes

Me‘’ImetsomeoneandIlovehersomuch,Ididn’tplantoit

justhappened,itwasmeanttobejustsex,

IknowIpromisedtonevercheatonyouandIamsorry’’



Her‘’youloveherSizwe’’sheletshertearsfallandIfeelreally

bad

Me‘’IdoandIamreallysorry’’

Her‘’soyouareleavingmeforher,Sizweweyouareleaving

yourfamilyforthatwoman’’

Me‘’nonobabynever,Iwouldneverleaveyoutoraiseourkids

alone,Itoldyouwillraiseourkids

togetherinonehouse’’

Her‘’sowhataboutthiswomanyouloveSizwe’’Isigh

Me‘’maTha,IwanttotakeThatoasmysecondwifebecauseI

loveherandoutofrespectforyouas

well’’Iseehereyespopwithshock

Her‘’youwantasecondwifeSizwe,whyareyoudoingthisto

me,whydoyouhurtmelikethis’’

Me‘’InevermeanttofallinlovewithherIswearpleasebaby’’

Her‘’Sizweyouwantmetoconsenttoyoutakinganotherwife’’

Me‘’IambeggingyoupleasemaTha’’shecriesandcries

Her‘’whyamInotenoughforyou?’’Isigh

Me‘’itisnotaboutthatbabyIpromiseyou’’Ican’tbaretotell

herthetruth



Her‘’Sizweifyoueverlovedmepleasetellmetruthplease’’I

justholdherandlethercryonmychest

Me‘’forgivemepleasemaTha,yourblessingisallIneed,I

wannadothistherightwayplease’’shesniffs

Her‘’ifIsaynowillyouletitgoandfocusonmeandthekids’’I

lookdowncozIamhopingshedoesn’t

sayno,IwantThatoasmywifeandformetobeabletobea

goodfatherandhusbandtoherIneedto

stopsneakingaroundwithThatoandmakeherMrs.Dlomotoo

andIwillbefaithfultothemboth

Her‘’Iguessthatismyanswer,youwillneverstop,sogoahead

Sizwe,gomarryyourhoe’’

Me‘’Iwantyourblessingbutbabydon’tleaveme,thinkabout

thekids’’shewipeshertearsandstands

Her‘’whydoyouthinkIwillagreetoyoumarryinganotherhoe,

Iamdoingthisformychildren’’

Siza

NewYearnewme?Nothankyou.IwillremaintheSizakelethe

SizakelethatIamreally,just



improvementsbaby.MymansandIaregettingstrongerwith

eachpassingday,mymotherishealthy

andhappywithNtombiandmybestfriendhasreclaimedher

life,girlhasdecidedthatOliviais

importantandhermentalhealthisherpriorityandIamproud

ofherreally.Iamexcitedtostartmy

secondyearandthegirlwillisfocused,nothingwilldisturbthe

girl.SoMolemoandIhadachat,callme

MarrymotherofJesusbutIdon’tcare,thetensionbetweenMo

andhisdaughterwasnowtoomuch.I

hadtointervenereally,soImadesomuchnoisetillhefinally

heardmeandboyhedidcozhewentto

talktoheraswespeak.Iwaspreparingalightmealforlunchso

wecaneatwhengetback,Iammaking

chickenbreastsstuffedwith,3kidsofcheeses,baconandrobot

peppers.ThenImadeGreeksaladon

theside.Thedooropensandasecondlaterheappearsandhe

lookslivid,Iswearhecouldkillsomeone.

Hedoesn’tsayanythingtomebuthegoesstraighttothe

pantryandcomeswithasealedbottleof

Hennesseyandhedrinksstraightfromthebottle.Okayheis



mad,heputsitdownandIjustgotohim

andfoldhimintomyarms,andasecondlaterIfeelhimsqueeze

methenhekissesmyheard

Him‘’Iamsorrymylove’’

Me‘’whatareyouapologizingfor’’

Him‘’cominghometoyoulookingandbehavinglikeawild

animalmybaby’’

Me‘’Iloveyouandthatanimalisticsideofyoursbaby’’Ifeelhim

blushandhesqueezesmesomemore

Him‘’IloveyoutooSoftwaka’’

Me‘’sotellyourwomanhowitwent’’hesighsandletsgoofme

thenwebothseatonthehighchairs

holdinghands

Him‘’canyoubelievethatMercysoldthehouseandmoved

baby,andasifthatistheworstthingshe

soldthepropertyalongsidewithhermother,mydaughteris

stillwiththatwoman’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsorrymybabyreallyam’’hekissesmyhand

Him‘’afterallyoutoldmeIwasreadytogoandhumblyaskfor



forgivenessandaskhertoallowme

backinherlifetofatherherandnotbemoreofafriendthana

father,Idon’tknowwhyshecan’tsee

thatFionaisusinghertogettome,ineedtofindthatbitch

andfindoutwhatsheisuptoreally’’

Me‘’findhermylovebeforeshetakesthisanyfurther’’

Him‘’Iamafraidthatwhatevermesssheiscreating,shewill

leaveMercywithit’’

Me‘’Itotallyunderstandmylove’’Isayandstandupandsnake

myhandsonhisneckandhisonmy

waist

Me‘’youwillfindFionaandyouwillstopherfromhurting

anyoneelseespeciallyMercybecauseshehas

herclauseinheralready,weshouldjustpraythattheyarenot

intoodeepbaby’’

Him‘’IpraysomybabybecausethatwomanisdangerousSoft,

sheisonhermissionandnothingorno

onewillmakeherseeotherwise’’

Me‘’youwillbeatheratherowngame’’hesmiles

Him‘’withyoubymysideIdefinitelywillbaby’’Ismile



Me‘’rideordie’’

Him‘’ohyeah,theYingtomyYang’’Iblush

Me‘’nowstopsulkingyouwillagequickerandIwillleaveyou

forayoungermorehottervisionlove’’he

burstsoutlaughingsocarefreeandIjustblushandlookingat

him

Him‘’Iwillkillhimsoquicklyyouwon’tevenknowhowtheold

manwithweakkneesandjointsdid

that’’Ilaugh

Me‘’grandpacomeandseewhatIammaking,hopeyouenjoyit

babe’’hegetsup

Him‘’smellsdivinelove,butIwouldappreciateyouonthis

kitchencounterrightnow’’Ilookattheoven

andIhave20moreminutesbeforetheovenfinishes,soItake

offmydressandhesmiles

Liv

Januaryissuperslowguysyoh,Ijustwanttogobacktoschool,

butatleastIhavethisfooltogetme



throughthislongassmonth.SteveandIhavebeenhangingout

likecrazy,sinceIgotbackfromCape

lastyear,wedodifferentthings,trydifferentrestaurantsand

watchplaysandoperasandhetookme

bungeejumpingjustthispastweekend.Wespendallthistime

togetherbuttodayitismyfirsttimeat

hisplace,wehaven’tlabeledthis,whateveritisbetweenusand

Icouldn’tbemoregratefulreally,titles

complicatethingsyoh.Wearewatchingsoccer,themanisa

Liverpoolfansotheworldhastostopwhen

heiswatchingthemplay,Iamnotevenallowedtospeak,only

gotallowedathalftimeandnowIam

waitingforthisdamngametofinish,wehave4moreminutes

togotillfulltimeandIcanopenmy

mouth,IamsureInowsufferfromhalitosis,45minutesof

silenceisalongtimeevenwiththosestolen

kisses.Totellyouthetruth,thisismyfirsttimeenjoyinga

man’scompanylikethis,Imeanevenmy

bootycallknewthatIcan’thang,speakingofwhichtheman

hasbeenblowingupmyform,Ihavebeen

avoidinghimsomuch,thingishehascaughtfeelingsandhe



knewthattheairthatIbreatheisnotlove

flavoredshamesoheshouldn’tmakehisproblemsmyproblems.

Myhonevibratesagainandit’shim,IseeStevegivingmeaside

eye.

Him‘’answeryourboyfriendOlivia’’hesayssoundingannoyedI

rollmyeyes

Me‘’Ineversaidit’smyboyfriendthough,whyareyoueven

givingmyphoneyourattention’’

Him‘’becauseitisvibratingonmydick’’Ilaugh,yesIamsitting

ontopofhim

Me‘’don’tliethephoneisonthecouchnotevennearyou’’

Him‘’stillitisvibratingonmydickOlivia’’hesayswithasmirk

Me‘’ohmyGodyouaresuchanass’’

Him‘’yeahyeahyouaremyfavoritepersontoobabe’’Ilaugh,

canyoubelievethisfool.Iattemptto

standupfromontopofhimbuthisholdtightens,andIfeelone

handgoundermytshirtandstopsat

myboob,hecupsitandstartsrubbinggently

Him‘’itfitssoperfectlyinmyhand’’Iblush,Iamnotwearing

anybrasotheaccessIs100.



Me‘’Icanseethat’’

Him‘’Iwonderwhichpartofyourbodywillfitmesoperfectly

too’’Iblushandhesmiles

Me‘’getdownboy’’hegiggles

Him‘’Olivia,youaresosexy’’okayheismakingmypanties

morewetcanhejustatleastslipinafinger

inthere

Me‘’youarenotbadyourself’’helaughs

Him‘’thankyou’’ItryandpartmylegssohecanseethatIwant

him,hishandmovestomythighandhe

startsrubbingitanditfeelssodamngood.Istartpantingand

hesmirks

Him‘’Ihonestlylovehowyouwantmerightnow,Ijustwonder

howwetareyoudownthere’’Ilook

awayembarrassedandhelaughs

Him‘’don’tbe,lookatme,youareasexywomanandIwantyou

too’’

Me‘’havemeIamhereandIwantto’’Iseehimbitehislowerlip

Him‘’babyplease,Iamamanwhohatescondomsandweneed

tobesurefirstthatwearebothclean



andgetyouoncontraceptives’’

Me‘’what?Youdon’twanttouseprotection?’’Iaskshocked

Him‘’yesbabe,butbeforewedothat,wearegoingtogoget

testedforeverythingandthengetyouon

thepilloninjectionwhicheveroneyouprefer’’okayIdon’tknow

howIfeelaboutthis

Me‘’StevehowwillIknowthatyounotsleepingwithother

woman’’

Him‘’IpromiseyouIwillnever,notwhenwearestilltogether

andactivebabe’’Isigh

Me‘’canIatleastthinkaboutit,solongcanweuseacondom.

Helaughsandtakesmylipsintohisand

clothesstartflyingacrosstheroom,Imovemyhandtohis

bonerandIamsatisfiedwithhissize,yaas

Vicky

Sizweistakingmeforapoesman,Itoldhimtodaywasthelast

dayandtheguyhasn’tevencalledme,I

tryhislineandittakesmestraighttovoicemail,Iwilldealwith

himshame,Iamgivinghimthislastday



andhemustgivememythingstomorroworIwillteachhima

lessonofhislife,Iwillensurethathewill

haveahardtimeinhismarriageandprayThandiweleaveshis

sorryass,ontheotherhandIthinkthey

arehavingahardtimewithThatocozallshehasbeendoing

thisweekismopearoundallmoodyand

shit.Iwanttolaughinherface,butwhatdidshethinkwill

happenthough,didshereallythinkshewill

haveahealthyrelationshipwithmyman,Idon’tthinksobitch.

Ohherecomesthebitch,sheiswearing

ashortsummerdressandbarefootnoweaveandmakeup,she

getsoutofherbedroomandgoesto

thekitchencomesbackwithapacketofchipsandacanofcoke

andsheisabouttoexitthekitchen

whensomeoneknocks.Sherollshereyesandgoestoopenand

Ihearcommotionatthedoor

Her‘’whatthehellareyoudoinghere’’shesays

Him‘’babyIamsorrypleaseIhadtodosomethinkingplease’’

hesaysandIquicklygetupandgotothe

kitchen



Me‘’heiwenafucken,Ihopeyouheretodelivermythings’’he

justlooksatmeandignoresmeflatout

Him‘’Thatobabypleaselistentome’’

Me‘’shewilllistentoyouonceyouhaveceaserwhatbelongsto

ceaser’’

Him‘’bitchstayoutofitwillyou’’

Her‘’whatareyoudoinghereSizwe’’

Him‘’IamevenscaredtosayitThatobecauseafterIsaythisto

you,youwillhaveallthispowerandfor

thefirsttimeinmylifeIwillbeatyourmercyscaredthatyou

willhurtme’’shesighs

Her‘’whatareyouonabout’’

Me‘’ShakespearemakeitquickIwantmycarandhousekiss

withmyaddressnow’’hesighsandgoesto

Thatoandtakesherhandsintohis

Him‘’baby,youknowwhenwefirststarteditwaspurely

physicalbutnowbabyIdon’tknowwhenmy

princessbutyoucapturedmyheartandThatoIamafraid

becausethisisthefirsttimeIamfallingin

love,Idon’tknowhowthiswillgobutIknowthatIwantyouin

mylifeforever,trustmethisisevenmy



firsttimeproposing’’

Me‘’whatproposing,proposingwhat,Sizwedon’tmakememad

please’’IsayandtheybothactlikeI

amnotintheroom

Her‘’proposeNationwhatareyousayingtomebaby’’

Him‘’Iamaskingyoutopleasemarrymebabybemywife’’I

laugh

Me‘’youarealreadymarriedyoufuck,Thandiwewillnever

agreetothis’’Ilaughandshecries

Her‘’sheisrightSizwe’’hesmiles

Him‘’aboutonethingyes,Iammarried,andIspoketo

Thandiweandshehasgivenmepermissionto

marryyou’’okaywait

Me‘’saywhat,thefuckareyousayingSizwe,youaremarrying

thisbitchNationyoucan’tdothistome’’

Him‘’IammarryingherVickyandnoteventhepicturesyou

havewithyouwillstopmebabygirlsokiss

thosedreamsofgettingacarandhousefrommegoodbye’’he

saysandIdon’tknowhowIamfeeling

rightnow,Iseehimpullaredboxandopensit,ahugediamond

ring,Iwanttodiemsomebodykillme



nowplease

Him‘’babypleasemarrymeSthandwasamipleaseprincess’’she

letsouthertears

Her‘’IwillmarryyoubabyIwillbeyourwife’’somebodykillme

now,Isinkdownonmyknees

Iamnotokayguys;Ijusttypedthischaptertoexistinanother

life,becauserightnowmyrealityisnot

allrosyandcheery.IneededtoforgetforawhileandIdidsay

thatwritingismyescape.Tillwemeet

again.Loveyoulots

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

Chapter83(notedited)

Thandiwe

IthasbeenanentireweeksinceSizwetoldmehewantstotake

anotherwife,Ihonestlydon’tknow

howIfeelaboutallofthis,Ilovethismansomuchbutitisclear

thatthemanisjustwithmebecauseof



hischildren,Idon’tknowwhyIamneverenoughforSizwewhy

can’therealizethatIlovehim,Idecided

tolethimmarryhishoemaybethatwillbringpeaceintomy

house,maybehewillbeabattermanand

father,asmuchasithurtsmaybethiswillredeemmymarriage,

ohIprayitdoes.Ihaveinvestedalotin

thismarriagetojustletitallgoforanotherwoman,Ijustneed

tofindoutwhothisbitchIamallowing

intomyhomeis.YoushouldseehowhappySizweisthesedays,

Icantellthathelovesheranditbreaks

mefurtherapart.IwishIcouldtalktosomeoneaboutmy

situationbutIknoweveryonewilltellmeto

lethimgoandIcan’tdothat,Iknowsomeofyouwilljudgeme

forthisbutitsokay.Iamatthehotel

tryingtocalmdownanddigestallofthis;ithasbeena7bloody

dayssincehetoldmeanditstillfeels

new.Ihavebeentryingtodistractmyselfbutnothingis

working.IvoiceIknowstalesmeandIlookuptoseeherface

Her‘’sorrytoscareyou’’Isigh

Me‘’noit’sokayhey,Iwasjustlostinmythoughts’’she



narrowshereyes

Her‘’thatisunderstandablehey’’

Me‘’whydoyousaythat’shesitsdownandplacesherbadon

thevacantchair

Her‘’Imeanyouagreeingtoyourhusbandtakingasecond

wife’’Ilookathershocked

Her‘’haishameThandiwehoneyyouarebrave,Iwouldn’thave

agreed’’

Me‘’howdoyouknowallofthisVicky’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’duhThatoismyflatmateandyourhusbandproposedto

herinmypresence’’itfeltlikesomeone

waspushingadaggerthroughmyheart.

Me‘’hisThatoisyourThato?’’Ifeeltearsthreatening;hehas

beencheatingonmewiththatgirl

Her‘’yesbabes,heevenboughtheracarandthatnailbarand

restaurant’’Ifeltlikemyworldwas

stopping.Howcouldhe,afterherefusedmegoingtoschoolor

startingmyownbusinessbuthewentto

buythatgirlherownbusiness

Me‘’uhmwhenwasthis’’Iswallow



Her‘’awhileago’’shesay’s

Me‘’ohIsee,whereisthatgirlnow’’

Her‘’shestillstayswithmebutwenevertalkcozItoldherthat

whatsheisdoingtoyouisnotokayat

all,butdidshelistentomehellno,sheisparadinglikeshewas

justcrownedmissuniverse’’

Me‘’whendidthiswholethingstart’’

Her‘’Ican’ttellyouforsurebutithasn’tbeenthatlonghey’’I

sighandnod

Me‘’dotheylookinlove’’

Her‘’yourhusbandis,butwithThatoshejustagreedtosecure

thebag’’thisispainfultohear

Me‘’uhmwherearemymanners,let’sordersomethingtoeat

please’’

Her‘’ohokaythanksgirl,huuuIamstarving,andacoldbottle

ofbubbleswilldomegood’’

Me‘’orderwhateveryoulike’’Isayandhersmileswidens,I

mentallyrollmyeyes,thisonelovesthe

flashylifeandshecannotaffordit

Her‘’youarejustthebest,Iwonderwhyyourhusbanddoesn’t

seethat’’



Me‘’thatmakesthetwoofus’’

Her‘’don’tstresswenalovehewillregreteverwifingupahoeI

tellyou,youjustwaitandenjoytheshow’’Ipraythathappens

soon

Liv

SizakeleandIarefinallybackatourapartmentandIswearmy

fatheralmostdied,themandoesn’t

functionwithoutSizakele,Imeanhowdidwegethere,from

beingaruthlessliontoalovestruckpuppy.

IjustwanttoresideinhisheadforawhileandseeSizakele

throughhiseyescozwow.Ihavebeen

spendingsomuchtimewithSteveandthesexisonanother

levelIswearguys,andyeswedidgotothe

Drandwebothclean,hepromisedmeexclusivityandwedon’t

useacondom,don’tjudgemeplease,I

amanadultandIthoughtthisthroughplease.Iamenjoying

myselfandhonestlyitfeelslikethisisthe

firsttimeIamlivingmylife,lettinggoofthepainmymoth-I

meanFionaputmethroughwasthe



biggestgiftIcouldhaveevergivenmyself.Iopenthedoorand

SizaiswatchingGrey’sAnatomy,somebodykillmenowplease.

Irollmyeyesandshelaughs

Her‘’heydon’tbelikethat’’Isitnexttoherandpeckherlips

(ourwayofgreeting,don’tgetittwisted)

Me‘’Iswearyou’veseenthisepisodebefore’’

Her‘’correct,buttherewasnothingbetterplayingonTV’’

Me‘’yeahright’’shelaughs

Her‘’ifyoudon’twanttowatchthis,gobacktoSteve’shouse’’I

blushthinkingaboutallthedelicious

thingshedoestome

Me‘’Icouldbutheismeetingwiththeboys,thereisagame

playing’’shenarrowshereyes

Her‘’youlikehimdon’tyou’’

Me‘’hegivesthebestsex’’it’sherturntorollhereyes

Her‘’it’snotaboutthatOliviaandyouknowthat,youlikethe

guyit’snotabadthingcomeon’’

Me‘’theminutewemakeitofficialthingswillchangeIknow

theywill’’



Her‘’yousaidyoulettinggoofthepastbabeandthatincludes

openingupyourheart,ifyoudieyou

die’’Iburstoutlaughing

Me‘’IknowbutIamnotyetready’’shesighs

Her‘’StevereallylikesyouOliviamaybeevenlovesyoubabe

please’’

Me‘’lovehurtsSizakele,someofuswon’tbeasluckyasyouand

mydad’’

Her‘’stopthatrightnow,mylovestorywithMolemoisexactly

that,ours,babe,youneedtohaveyours

too.putyourselfoutthereandifhebreaksyourheartorit

doesn’tworkoutwemyfriendwillcry

togethereatingjunkandwatchromanticmoviesdrinktequila

andcursehimout’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youarecrazyreally’’Ismile

Her‘’sopleaseOlivia’’Isigh

Me‘’let’sjusttakeitadayatatimeSiza,andIwillgrowinto

himandwhenIamready,meandhimwill

labelallofthis’’

Her‘’rememberthisisnotonlyaboutyou,Steveisalsohuman’’

IsighcozIknowIseemselfishfor



makinghimmysexslavewhileheclearlyhasfeelingsforme

Me‘’IknowIknow’’shesighsandgetsup

Her‘’Ineedashowerandsodoyou’’

Me‘’whyisthat’’

Her‘’womanyoureekofsex’’Ilaugh

Me‘’inthatcaseIshouldgotakeashowerfirst’’

Her‘’pleasedohuu’’Ilaughstandingup,headingtothe

bathroom

Steve

Olivialeftandtookaquickshower,togomeetwiththeboys,of

courseIpreferredtowatchitwithher

butshetoldmetogoseemyfriends,wearealwaystogether

andIenjoyeverysecond,sheisthemost

amazingwomanever.SheisnotlikeanywomanIhavebeen

withbefore,shechallengesmeandshe

doesn’tbowdowntomyword,Iseemyselfbuildingwithher,

forthefirsttimeinmylifeIenvision

myselfgettingmarriedandhavingkids,comingstraighthome



afterworkcoztheonlyfaceIwanttosee

ismywife’sandthatwifebeingOlivia,sheisstubbornthough,

shedoesn’twanttoletmeloveherI

don’tknowwhohurther,butIswearIwouldn’t,allIjustneedis

achancetoprovemyselftoher,to

showherthatwewillbegoodtogether.Ifinishmyshowerand

quicklylotionandgetdressed,Idrive

andgettothepub,thegentsarealreadytherewithdrinkson

thetable,thegameisyettostart,the

placeispackedbutnotinawaythatyoucan’tmovearound.

Me‘’heyboys,howareyouguysdoing’’Isayfistbumpingthem

andtheyarelookingatmelikeIamcrazy

Mandla‘’andthenwena,what’swiththeglow’’

Vusi‘’onlynewpussycangethimthisexcited’’Ilaugh

Me‘’gentlemanno,thisoneisnotjustpussyno’’theylaugh

Mandla‘’whoareyoufuckingSteveman’’

Me‘’it’snotfuckingman,it’scalledmakinglove’’theyburstout

laughing

Vusi‘’whothehellisthisgirlmakingyoucrazy’’



Mandla‘’whatdoyouevenknowaboutlove,MrGraband

smash’’

Me‘’guysIamrealyinlove’’Isaypouringadrink

Vusi‘’manhoewhoisthiswoman’’Ismileandpulloutmy

phoneandfindapictureofOliviaandI’’

Me‘’guysmeetMrsMe’’Isayhandingthemmyphone,the

shockontheirfaces

Vusi‘’thisisOlivia,manwhat?Whendidthisallhappen’’

Me‘’ithappenedbrotherithappened’’Isaysmiling

Vusi‘’ontherealsthough,youtooaretogether?’’

Me‘’thatiscorrect’’

Mandla‘’areyousuremanorherpussyjustconfusingyou’’

Me‘’Ithoughtwedon’tdisrespecttheladiesofthehouse’’

Vusi‘’youseriousbafo,youinlove’’

Me‘’anditfeelssodamngoodman’’Isayandsiponmydrink

Mandla‘’IneverthoughtIwilllivetoseethisday’’

Me‘’Iloveherbutitseemslikesheisn’tfeelingthesame’’

Vusi‘’whydoyousaythat’’

Me‘’eachtimeItellherhowIfeelmanshequicklychangesthe



subject,shedoesn’tevenwantusto

makethisofficial,Ifeelsheisjustusingmeforsex’’theysigh

andIgulpdownmydrink

Vusi‘’Idon’tknowexactlywhathappened,butMercyoncetold

meOlivialostaboyfriendsheloved

afterhehurthersobad,sheisstillnotoverthatmaybe’’Isigh

Me‘’Ijustwanttoloveherthat’sallreally’’

Mandla‘’thenmakeherunderstand,tellher,makeherlistento

you’’

Me‘’ItryeachtimewearetogetherPowermfethu’’

Vusi‘’thentryharderbafo,Ihaveneverheardyousayyoulove

awomananditisnicetoseeyoulike

this.fightforher,makeithardforhertonotfallforyoutoo’’

Mandla‘’Mavusanaisrightntwana’’Inod

Me‘’IhearyouguysIwilldoexactlythat,Iloveher.sheisallI

everthinkabout’’Vusirefillsourglassessmillinglikealunatic

Vusi‘’tofindinglove’’wetoastandgetreadytowatchthegame

Gadafi



Ntombihasbeenhelpingmearoundthehouse,shecomesin3

timesaweekandsheensuresthatmy

mealsfortheentireweekareprepared;Ifeellikeahaveawife,

differenceisIdon’tseehereveryday

norsleepwithherinmyarms.Shedecidedtocometodaytodo

mylaundryandcleanmybedroom

sinceshecouldn’tthelasttimeshewasin,shehadtogoapply

atculinaryschool.Iamfallingdeeper

anddeeperinlovewithher,herbeauty,innocencehermentality.

Sheiseverythingandmore.Iwent

outtogetussomefood,IboughteverythingIthoughtshe

mightlike.Igetbacktothehouseafter

leavingforanentirehourandthewomanisdoneandwaiting

formeintheloungelookinglikethewomanofthehouse,I

smiletomyself

Me‘’heyIamback’’shesmiles

Her‘’withsomuchfoodthough’’shelaughs

Me‘’Ididn’tknowwhatyoulikesohereisit’’shesmilesandI

placethethingsonthetableandmake

mywaytothekitchentogetplatesandglasses.



Me‘’herewego,letsdigin’’

Her‘’youdidn’thavetobuythisyouknowIwouldhavegladly

cookedforyou’’Ismile

Me‘’IknowNtombibutyouworktoohardIdidn’twanttoadd

tothat’’

Her‘’thankyoubhuti’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’canyoupleasestopcallingmethatplease’’

Her‘’whatshouldIcallyouthen’’

Me‘’whateveryoneelsecallsme,Gadafi’’

Her‘’thatisaweirdname’’helaughs

Me‘’Iknowtrustme’’shesmilesandIamjusttaken

Her‘’sowhatisyourname,likeyourrealname,theoneyour

parentsgaveyou’’Isighandlookather

straightintheeyes

Me‘’myparentsnamedmeTebogo.TebogoPhoolo’’

Her‘’youhavesuchabeautifulnameandyoudecidedtocall

yourselfGadafi’’Ilaugh

Me‘’thatismystreetname’’

Her‘’okayTebogo’’shesayswithaZuluaccentandIfeltlike

askinghertosayitoverandoveragain



Me‘’youarebeautifulNtombidoyouknowthat’’

Her‘’thankyou’’shesayslookingdownIamnotsureifsheis

blushingorwhat,Icupherfaceandmake

sureshelooksatmeintheeyes,Ifeeldrawntoher,Iamlostin

hergaze,Iwouldstareinthosepretty

eyesforhours,cruisinginthepossibilitiesinmyhead.Sheis

perfection,Iwanther,Ineedher.Ibring

myfacetohersandkisshersoftthicklipsandshedoesn’t

respond,IcontinueuntilIfeelherlipgoing

withmyrhythm,Iusemyotherhandtopullhertomeandshe

moansandIswearmyworldisspinning

rightnowFuck.Isqueezeherwaistandshepullsoutand

quicklystandsup

Her‘’Iamsorrybhutibutwecan’tdothis’’

Me‘’whynotNtombi,weareadultsandwearebothsingle’’

Her‘’IamsorrybutIwillnotbeabletodothis’’sheturnsand

walksaway

Me‘’Ntombiwait,pleasedon’tgoplease’’shedoesn’t

acknowledgeme.shitshitshitGadafithatwas

toofuckensoondamn,nowsheprobablythinksIamsome

psychoandpervert.



Haveagreatnightguys

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

Chapter84(notedited)

NTOMBI

Ijusthadtogetoutofthatplacequickly,Bhutiisagreatman,

heissuccessfulandallbutwhatisitthat

heseesinme,Iamabrokenwoman,Iamdamagedgoodsat

leastthatiswhatthekingusedtotell.He

madeitclearthatnosanemanwilleverwantawomanthathas

gracedanotherman’sbed,hemadeit

soundlikeIwillinglygavemyselftohim,andKingMthethois

notagoodman,thevillagersmightsee

himasthesaviorbutheisamonster,Istartedworkingatthe

palacestraightaftermatricandhestarted

givingmestrangecompliments,Iwasveryuncomfortableand

mylifetookthewrongturnwhenthe

chiefmaidassignedmetobeoneofhismaidsandthatiswhen



hestartedgoingunspeakablethingsto

me,Irememberthefirstnighthetookmyvirginityhegotoff

meandstartedgettingdressed,andtold

metonotsayawordtoanyoneaboutthis,helaughedandsaid

imaginehowIwouldruinmylife,that

whowillbelievemeinsteadofhimthegreatnobleKingthat

putshispeoplefirst,andhewasrightthat

manIslovedbythevillagersheistheiralphaandOmega,so

whenmamaLungilewasrunningIknewI

hadtorunwithher,shewasmysavinggrace,Iwastiredof

beingthatoldman’sslave.Iknowthat

whereheisheislookingforusIjustpraybab’Jolasaysnothing

togivehimatrailofwhereweare.

WhenBhutitouchedmelikethatIenjoyeditbutthoughtsof

theKingcamefloodinginmyheadIjust

hadtorun,Ineverwanttorememberthatman.Igotoutside

thehouseandIfeltmyselfrelaxwhen

freshairfilledmylungs,Istoodtheretakinginin,andIfelthim

frombehindme,Iclosemyeyesand

tearscameinvoluntarily,heturnedmearoundsoIcanfacehim.

WhenhesawthetearsonmyfaceI



registerguiltandpaniconhisface

Him‘’pleasedon’tcryNtombi,IamsorryIshouldn’thavedone

that’’

Me‘’don’tapologisebhuti,it’snotyourfault’’Iseethatthis

bhutithingisannoyinghim,butheletsit

slideandlooksatmestraightintheeyeslikeheissearchingfor

thetruth

Him‘’thenwhyareyoucrying’’

Me‘’itisnothingreally,Iamfine’’hesighs

Him‘’youstormedoutofthehouse,Ifindyoucryingandyou

sayit’snothing.Ntombipeopledon’tjust

cryfornothingsopleasetalktome’’

Me‘’itisnotsomethingIwishtoshareTebogo’’

Him‘’talkinghelpsyouknow’’Ismile

Me‘’IfItellyouIswearyouwon’tlookatmethesameway’’she

shakeshishead

Him‘’nothingwillevermakemeseeyoudifferently,Iwillalways

seeperfectionwhenIlaymyeyeson

you,IamsureyouhavenoticedthatIammadlyfallingforyou



Ntombi,evenablindmancansensemy

vibe’’Ifeelsomethingskipinmyheart

Me‘’youdon’tunderstandTebogo’’

Him‘’thentalktomesoIunderstandbaby’’whyisheso

stubborn,hewantmetostartlovinghimand

thenItellhimthetruthandheleavesmebecauseIwasraped

repeatedlybythatman

Me‘’pleasedon’tdothisplease’’Iletmytearsfallandhewipes

themwithhisthumb

Him‘’Ineverwanttoseeyoucry,letmemakeyoumyqueen,let

memakeyouhappy,allowmw

removeallthepain,disappointmentandsorrowsinyourlife,let

meLoveyou,IknowIdon’tknowthese

thingsbutIknowIwilltrymybest’’hesayswithsomuch

passionbutIjustcan’treally

Me‘’pleasedrivemehome‘’hifacefalls,andIfeelmyheart

break,it’sbetterthisway,wedon’thave

anythinginvestedasyet,hewillgetoveritquicklyandsowill

thiscrushofmine

Him‘’ohokay,Iwillgogetmykeys’’hesaysandwalksbackto

thehouse,apartofmewantstocallhim



backsoIcantellhimtolovemebutIjustcan’t,hedoesn’t

deserveaworthlesswomanlikeme.

FIONA

Everythingisset,IhavefinishedstrategizingonmyplanandI

mustsayitisabrilliantone,plusIhavemy

smokinggun,Mercy,shewilltestifyagainstherfatherandshe

isonecrediblewitness,Razorisnot

gettingoutofthisone,heisalreadyoldsoasentenceof15to

20yearswillmeanhewilldieinprison.I

wokeupearlyandmydaughterdecidedthatshewantstohave

breakfastinCapeTown,soweflew

thereinthemorningandwealsodidsomelittleshopping,Isure

missedthislife,wejusttoucheddown

Joziandweleftourcarattheairport,wegotinandwent

straighttothepolicestation,Icouldseethat

Mercywaspanicking,Ijusthopeshedoesn’tpulloutonmecoz

Iwillfreakonher.Wegetthereandask

forDetectiveMoloi,themanhasbeenchasingRazorforyears

andifit’ssomeoneIknowwillinvestigate



thiscaselikeamadmanishim,hehateshimwithallhisheart.

Theladycopatthefrontdeskdisappears

tocallhim,theybothcomebackandhelaughsasheseesme

Him‘’whatthefuck,whatisthisresurrectionday’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohdetectiveyouknowIhave9lives’’

Him‘’andsodoesyourhusband’’Ismile

Me‘’actuallyheisonhis9thandhewillbeoutafterItellyou

whatIcamebackfor’’helaughs

Him‘’ohyougotbackandfoundoutthathehasgottenhimself

ayoungbeautifulstudentDrnowyou

suddenlywanttorathimout’’

Me‘’detective,let’sstopplayinggamesyouwantRazorandI

wanthimgone,Iwillgivehimtoyouon

oneconditionthough’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamlistening’’hefoldshisarms

Me‘’Iwantmyidentitybackandheisallyours’’

Him‘’let’shearfirstwhatyouhaveformeandiftheprosecutor

findsitworthpursuingIwillgiveyou

youridentityFiona’’Ismile



Me‘’thewallshaveearscanwetalksomewheremoreprivate’’

Him‘’sureletsgotomyoffice’’wefollowhim

Me‘’thankyoudetective,remembertheisacaseofmissing

personfromafewyearsago,Jabulani

Radebe’’

Him‘’IdoFionaandthereisnoprogressinthatcase,theboy

disappearedintothinair’’

Me‘’thatisbecauseheisdeadandRazorkilledhimandburied

him’’hiseyeswidened

Him‘’areyousureofwhatyouaresayingFiona’’Itellhim

whereJabuisburiedandleaveoutthepart

whereIwashavinganaffairwithhim,allIsayisthathewas

cheatingonOliviaandheknewthatshe

lovedhimandthatshewasmentallyunstableandwhenRazor

foundouthekilledhimtokeepOlivia

saneandtoneverknowthetruthofwhathewasdoing.

Him‘’ohthisisgoodFionathisisbrilliant,Ifinallyhavethat

bastard,hemightnotpayforeverythinghe

hasdonebutmurderisenoughforme’’Ismile

Me‘’icingonthecake,mydaughterwilltestifyandsowillI’’he

laughsintotalexcitementandpunches



theairasasignofvictory

Him‘’Iwillgotalktotheprosecutorrightaway,keepthisto

yourselfandIwillinvolveaslittlepeopleas

possibleyouhusbandhadeyesandearseverywhere’’

Me‘’certainlydetective’’westandupandmydaughterisnot

herselfIknowsheisfeelingguiltyIwill

justremindherthatRazorlovesOliviamorethanherandIwill

haveherbackincorner

Him‘’Iwillkeepyouposted,leavemeyournumberplease’’I

writeitdownforhim

Me‘’byethen’’wewalkoutandthejoyinmyheartknowingthat

thatbastardisgoingdown.

RAZOR

IthinkitishightimeOliviagetsaboyfriendsoIdon’tsharemy

womanwithher,noman,Ihatethefact

thatIevenwantmybabygirltobewithsomestupidboywho

willsleepwithherandshit,butitwill

keepherbusy,shewillgotothemallandparkswiththatboy

andIwillhaveSoftalltomyself.Idon’t



thinkIcanwaitanylongertomakeSizamywife,Iknowshe

hatescohabitingbutbecauseweare

addictedtoeachotherwedoitanyway.Iwantedhertofinish

herqualificationbeforeIaskherto

marrymeandbeforeIknockherup,don’tlookatmelikethat,I

needSizakale’schildrenatleast2,I

won’tliveforeverbutatleastshewillhaveourkidstoremind

herofmeandthemostamazinglovewe

shared.OkayIhavebeengrumpythisweek,fromhavingsex

everydaytononeforanentireweekis

torture,Ijustmissher,Iwasplanningongoingtoseeheratthe

flatbutGadaficalledandsaidheison

hiswayandhedidn’tsoundokayandIknewmyGneedsme,I

willseetheQueenlaterontheday.

Speakingofthedevilhewalksinandgoesstraighttomy

whiskyandpourshimselfaglassandgulpsit

downinonego,damnheisreallynotokay

Him‘’somethingbighappenedtoherman,Ineedtofindout

whatitman’’

Me‘’whatarewetalkingaboutmybrother’’hesighs



Him‘’ItoldherIloveher,Itoldhertogivemeachanceman,

butdoyouknowwhatshesaid’’

Me‘’tellmeG’’

Him‘’shefuckensaidtakemehome’’shithisegoisbruised

Me‘’justthat?’’

Him‘’nomashetoldmethatIwouldn’tunderstand’’

Me‘’andfromthatweknowsomethingisgoingonwithher’’

Him‘’exactly,Ikissherandshekissedmebacksheeven

moanedtomytouchbutquicklypulledoutlike

shewasrememberingsomething,manshewasevencrying

Razormfethuman’’Isigh

Me‘’shitsomethingisnotokay’’hepoursanotherglass

Him‘’isthishowfuckenloveis,youseehercryandyoureadyto

bombthisentireplanetjusttoknow

whatishurtingher’’Ilaugh

Me‘’trustmethisisnothingman,youaregoingtogoinsane,

butloveisbeautifulItellyou’’

Him‘’whatdoIdo,youhavebeenwithSizaforthelongesttime,

infactwhereisshewillknowwhatto

do’’Irollmyeyes



Me‘’sheisBraamfontein,Oliviatookher’’

Him‘’suckssharingyourwomanwithyourdaughterhuh’’I

smile

Me‘’definitely.BacktoNtombi,Ithinkyoushouldtalkto

Lungileshewillknowwhatiswrongwithyour

woman’’

Him‘’youarerightman’’

Me‘’IknowIam’’helaughs

Him‘’youfuckencorkyyoumotherfvker’’

Me‘’Iknowright’’Isayraisingmyglass

Him‘’let’sgograbsomethingatthetaxirank’’

Me‘’goodidea’’webothstandupandwalkoutofmystudyto

thecar.

SIZWE

ThatohasbeencomplainingthatVickyhasstartedmakingher

stayintheapartmentunbearable,soI

tookadecision,shewillbemovinginwithmeandThandiwe

untilshefindsahouseshewantsforher



andourkids,yesIamplanningonhavingmorechildrenwith

her.Iwassittingonherbedinthe

apartmentlookingatherwhilesheparks,mostofherstaffisin

thecaroutIhiredamovingcartohelphertakeherthings

home.

Her‘’babyreallyIwon’tmindstayingatahoteltillwefindour

ownhouse’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’Iampayinglobolanextweekandnowifeofminewilllivein

ahotellikewearehiding’’

Her‘’Ijustdon’twanttomakeyourwifeuncomfortableinher

ownhome,Itookherhusbandandnow

youwantmetotakeherspace’’Isigh

Me‘’babyIamalsoyourhusbandplease’’

Her‘’letmestaywithyourmotherthen’’

Me‘’ThatoyouandThandiweneedtogettoknoweachother,

thekidsneedtoknowthattheyhave

twomommiesnow’’shesighs

Her‘’Iunderstandlove’’

Me‘’therealestateagentwillgetbacktoussoonasshefindsa

housethatmeetsyourrequirements’’



Her‘’Ihopeit’ssoon’’Ilaugh

Me‘’finishparking,Ipromisedmysontoplaywithhimtonight’’

Her‘’Ihopehelikesme’’Ismile

Me‘’hewillloveyoubabyIpromise’’shefinishesandthe

moverstakethemtothecar,onourwayout

wemeetwithVicky

Vicky‘’andthenwhatisgoingon’’

Me‘’myfiancéismovingoutandmovinghomewithme’’

Vicky‘’what,bitchyouneedtogive3monthsnotice,wherethe

fuckdoyouthinkIwillgetmoneytofor

rent’’sheroars

Me‘’firstly,youdon’trefertomywomanasabitch,anddon’t

worryweknowithasbeenhardtofinda

richmantomilksowepaidthreemonthsrent,relax’’Iseehe

relief

Vicky‘’getthefuckoutofmyapartment’’

Me‘’withpleasure,babylet’sgo’’ItakeThato’shand

Vicky‘’alsobereadybecauseIwillalsocomeashis3rdwife

bitch’’Thatolaughs

Her‘’dreamonnana’’wegetoutandheadhome.Hereistothe



lifeofapolygamousman,Ihope

everythinggoeswell,ThandiwehastoacceptThato,Iloveher.

HappySundayguys

SIZAS’TRIBULSTIONS

CHAPTER85(NOTEDITED)

THANDIWE

Idecidedtodosomethingniceformyhusband,maybeifItryto

dodifferentthingshewillnotgetbored

withme,soIcookedusdinnerandIboughtverysexylingerie

andsetusupwithaniceromanticpicnic

inthebalconyofourbedroom,Idohopehewilllikeit.Itook

thekidstohismother,youknoweven

thoughsheisacompletebitchtomeshelovesher

grandchildrenthatIknowandIwillneverdoubtit.

shelaughedatmewhenItoldherthatIwantsomequalitytime

withmyhusbandbutIdon’tcare,Iwill

makemymarriageworknomatterwhat.Ihearthefrontdoor



openandIknowitismyhusband,I

quicklyfixmyselfsoIlookproper,thecleavageisanotherlevel

ifhedoesn’tfindthissexyIdon’tknow,I

gotothecorridortomeethimandtheshockonmyface,I

quicklycovermyexposedbodyandheis

lookingawaylikeheisn’tallowedtoseeme,hiswifenaked,he

instructsthemanhecamewithtotake

theboxesandsuitcasesupstairstothevacantbedroom

towardstheleft.Iamsoembarrassed,they

finishquicklyandtheyexitleavingusalone

Him‘’IamsorryIshouldhavementionedthatIamcomingwith

people’’

Me‘’it’sokay,butwhosethingsarethose?’’hesighsandcomes

closetome,hepullsmebymywaist

andkissmesopassionately,andforthefirsttimeIfeellikehe

lovesme.hepullsoutandlooksatme

straightintheeyes.Andhesighsagain

Him‘’youarethemotherofmychildrenandIcareforyou

deeply,itwasnevermyintensiontohurtyou

maTha,Ihopewelearntolivewelltogether,Ireallyneedher



ThandiweandIhopeyouunderstandthis

pleasemakaNkanyiso’’Istarttopanic

Me‘’whatisgoingonDlomo’’hekissesmeagain

Him‘’Iamcomingjustnow’’heexitsandIamlefttherewitha

thousandquestions,whyishesohumble

allofasudden,whatbombisheabouttodroponme,hecomes

backandheisfollowedbyVicky’s

friendThato,thewomanhewantstobringinasasecondwife,I

laughcozwow

Me‘’IjusthopethisisnotwhatIthinkitisSizwe’’Ihalfscream

Him‘’letmeexplainpleasemkami(mywife)’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iknowyoudidn’tbringthiswhoeintomyhouse,Iwanther

gonerightnowSizwe’’hequickly

comestomeandholdsmyhands

Him‘’let’sallsitdownasadultsandtalkabout,wewillallbea

familysoonpleasebaby’’Iletmytears

fallandhekissesmyhandsandwipesthetearswithhisthumbs.

IlookatThatoanssheislookingdown

inshame

Me‘’fineSizwe’’Iamthefirsttoheadtothelounge’’theyfollow



meoneaftertheotherandhesitsnext

tomeandtakesmyhands

Him‘’babyThatowillbestayingwithusjustforawhile,my

motherthoughtitwouldbebestifthetwo

ofyougettoknoweachotherassisterwives,andIagreewith

her,aftersometimeIwillgetherahouse

too,itisjustsothekidsgetusedtohertoo’’Ilaughthatiswhy

thatbitchhecallsmotherlaughedatme

Me‘’whyareyoudoingthistomeSizwe,whyherwhy’’he

tightenshisholdonmyhands

Him‘’IloveherThandiwe’’Iwashopingthatwillnotbethe

answer

Me‘’andwhataboutme’’

Him‘’Icareforyoudeeply,youarethemotherofthetwomost

importantpeopleintheworld’’the

sharppainhitsmeintheheart,helovesherbutonlycaresfor

mebecauseIamthemotherofhiskids,

wowjustwow,Istandupandlookathimbeforeleaving.And

standingbehindthewall

Him‘’shewillcomearoundmylove,let’sgotobedyouhada

longday’’whataboutme?Iclosemyeyes



Her‘’IhopesoSizwe.Nopleasesleepwithhertonightplease

love’’heagreesandIconfirmheloves

her,heneverlistenstoanyonebuthismother,hehasnever

beenthisgentlewithmeandIamhurt

SIZA

Idecidedtogosleepatmybaby’splacetonight,hedidn’tsound

okayoverthephone,butIguessitis

thepressureongoingbacktowork,trialsarecontinuingandit

isallchaos,Ihaven’tregisteredandmy

classeswithcommencefirstweekFebruarysoIstillhavealittle

timebeforeIgetbusy.Igottothe

houseearlyaround10amandstartedcooking,nothingmuch,

juststeak,Greeksalad,onionringsand

fries.Idecidedtosetupourbedroomintoaspa,Igotthebed

andallfullbodymassagesproducts.I

decidedtojustwearhisT-shirtwithnounderwear.Andwalk

barefoot.Icheckmywatchanditis17:00

Iknowheisalmosthome,andjustontimethebedroomdoor

opensandhewalksin,hisfacelightsupasheseesme



Me‘’heybaby’’Isayrushingintohisarmsandhetakesmeand

squeezestightlyandkissesmyshoulder

repeatedly

Him‘’Ididn’texpecttoseeyouhere,Ihavemissedyousomuch

mylove’’Ismile

Me‘’didn’tseemycarinthegarrage’’

Him‘’noIparkedoutside,wantedtochangeandgoseeyou’’I

blushandhekissesmefullyonthelips

Me‘’Iloveyou’’hesmiles

Him‘’Ihavebeenlongingtohearyourvoicesaythat’’

Me‘’wellIloveyousthandwasam’’

Him‘’oratwakennamosadiwaka’’Igiggle,heplacesmedown

andlooksattheminispawehave

Him‘’andthen?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamtreatingyoutoabackscrubandfullbodymassage

lovethenIamfeedingyoufoodandthen

wetalkaboutwhatisbotheringyoutodayandImakeloveto

you’’hesmilesatthelastpoint

Him‘’makelovetomehuh’’Ilaughandnod



Me‘’whatwouldyouprefertostartwithMr.Motaungsir’’

Him‘’honestlybabyIwanttocaughtoutfirst’’Inodandtake

hishandandleadhimtobedandwesit

andItakehishandsintomine

Me‘’talktoyourSoft’’hegivesmeasidesmile

Him‘’ImissmydaughterSiza,ImissMercysomuch,Ineedto

findherandreassureherthatdadstill

lovesherandalwayshas,Iamdonebeenmadatmybabygirl,I

amremovingtheultimatumitistime

westartonacleanslatebabe,butthistimewithmebeingher

dadandherthekid,notthrowingmoney

her,Ijustdon’tknowhowtogoonaboutit’’Ismileathim

Me‘’Iamsoproudofyoulove,wellfirstlyfindtherealestate

agentthatsoldthehouseforher,maybe

itisthesameonethatfoundthenewplaceforthemandtalkto

herpouryourhearttoherlikeyouare

doingtome,Itotallyunderstandyouwantwhatisbestforyour

daughter,sohowaboutyouaskyour

PAtoteachherwhatshedoesandpromoteherthengive

Mercyherposition,introducehertoyourjob

andmakeherseethatcorporateisnotabadenvironment,once



shefallsforitadvicehertoapplyforan

LLBdegreethenhelpandencourageherandthentherestwill

behistorythenmaybewithtimesheand

Oliviawillfixtheirrelationshipandyouwillhavebothyour

babiesback’’IseehimshearedtearandI

kissitaway.

Him‘’whatcouldIbewithoutyourloveandwisdom,myboys

willbeblessedtohaveamomlikeyou’’

Me‘’thoseboysofyourswillkillme,butthefactthattheywill

beaproductofourloveiseverything,I

hopetheylooklikeyou’’helaughs

Him‘’theywillmommy,IloveyouSoft’’

Me‘’yeahyeah,getyourassupsoIcanfeedyou’’helaughsand

standsuptakingoffhisclothes

Him‘’whatdidyoucook’’

Me‘’nothingcomplicated,takeaquickshowerandyouwillfind

medownstairs,Ineedtosetthetable’’

Him‘’yesma’am,Ihopeyouwillbetheperfectmasseuse"Iwink

athimandwalkout



GADAFI

ItookituponmyselftodrivetoAlberton,Ineedtotalkto

LungileaboutNtombi,shedidn’tjustcryfor

nothing,somethingdeepinmetellsmethatsomethinghorrible

happenedtoher,Ineedtoknowwhat

itiscozitismakingherblockmeout,shewon’tallowmeto

loveherbecauseofwhateversheisgoing

through,ifIfindoutwhatitisImightfoxitandmaybeitwillbe

astartofourbeautifulunion.Iusedto

thinkloveisoverratedbutitisclearthatthesevillagegirls

weremeanttocomeandlovemybrother

andIandturnusintoweaklings,Iamnotcomplaining,itisjust

thatIfinallyunderstandwhyRazorleftit

allforlove,itisariskworthtaking,thesegirlsareyoungandat

anymomenttheymightmeetboystheir

ageandforgetaboutusbutthatdoesn’tseemtobotherRazorI

guessIwillgettheresoonasIknow

thatNtombilovesmetoo.ImadesurethatIcomeontheday

shehastogofinalizeherstaffatthe

culinaryschool.iamwithLungileintheloungeandshepoured



meacupofteaandIdon’tdrinkthisshit

maybeifithadwhiskyorbrandybutbecauseIneedherhelpI

willpretendtodrinkittillIgetalltheanswers

Her‘’sowhatbringsyouover’’

Me‘’IneedtotalktoyouaboutNtombi’’shelaughs

Her‘’whatabouther’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamgoingtobestraightwithyouhere,Iaminlovewith

thatwomanandIhaveafeelingthatshe

feelsthesamewayaboutmetoo,wekissedbutshewastoo

quicktopullawayandsheranandIdon’t

knowwhybutIfoundhercrying,shetoldmeIwouldn’t

understand,IneedherLungilesoIneedyouto

behonestwithme,whatisgoingonwithherplease’’

Her‘’Idon’tthinkitismybusinesstotellyouGadafi’’Isigh

Me‘’Iknowbutitwasnotmybusinesstohelpyouwithyour

husbandeitherbutIdiditanyway,canyou

extendthesamecurtseytome’’Iseeheshocked,Ididn’twant

tousethatcardbutIamdesperatehere

Her‘’sothisispaybacktime?’’Isigh



Me‘’IamsorryIdidn’tmeantoblackmailyouemotionallybut

LungileIamsureyouhaveeyesyoumust

seehowcrazyIamwiththatgirlpleasehelpmehelphersoshe

canallowmeloveherlikeshedeserves

to’’shesipsonherteawithhereyesfixedonme

Her‘’Ilovethatgirllikesheismyown,sheisinnocenthumble

andshehasbeenthroughalotinherlife

IswearifyouhurtherGadafiIwillsquashyourballs’’fuckI

can’tevenlaughcozsheisserious

Me‘’IwontIswear,butIwontbeperfect,Iwillmakemistakes

hereandthere’’shesmiles

Her‘’Goodcozasmuchassheistryingtoohardtohideshehas

falleninlovewithyoutoo’’Idon’tknow

butIwanttodancetocelebratewhatIjustheard

Me‘’don’tplaywithmelikethatLungile’’

Her‘’youreallywanttoknowwhathappenedtoher?’’Inod

vigorously

Me‘’IneedtoknowsoIcanhelpherplease’’shetakesadeep

breath

Her‘’shesufferedalmostthesamefateasmydaughter

Thandiwe,inthehandsoftheKing’sfeelmy



bloodboil,fuck,howdarehe,Idon’tknowhimbutIwillfindhim

andhewillregretthedayhethought

itwasokaytoviolatewomanlikethat,Idon’tlikemanwho

abusewoman,inanywayIhateandhewill

regretit

Me‘’givemehisnameplease’’

Her‘’MthethoZondi’’Inod

Me‘’thankyouLungile’’

Her‘’helpher,helpherGadaficonvincehertoseea

psychologistmaybeshewilllistentoyou’’

Me‘’Iwilldon’tworry’’Iputthecuponthecoffeetableand

leaveherhouseboilingwithrage

VUSI

IgotacallfromMandlasmotherinformingmethatmymother

isnotingoodhealth,apparentlyshe

hasn’tbeenforawhilenowandshereallywantstoseeme,I

don’tknowhowtofeelaboutthis,Ivowed

toneverseemymother,shewasmybiggestdownfall,Ilostmy



childbecauseofherandshehasbeen

advisingmewronglyformostofmylifeandlikeafoolIfellfor

that,buthowcouldIhaveknownImean

mothersaresupposedtobeyourbiggestcheerleadersthere

onesthatwillnevermisleadyou.MaNtuli

soundedlikeshewasworried,soIknowthatitisbadandas

muchasIhatehererightIamscaredI

meansheisstillmymotherandall.Ievenleftworkearly

becauseIcouldn’tconcentrateonmywork

andluckilyIdidn’thavecourttodayjustpaperwork.Mywoman

walksinandshethrowsherselfonthe

couch,shemusthavehadacrazyshitcozshedoesn’tevenkiss

mehello,todistractmyselfIgoandkiss

herandthentakeoffhershoesandgiveafootrub

Her‘’ohyesbabyrightthere’’shemournsenjoyingwhatIam

doingtoher

Me‘’longday’’shesighs

Her‘’itwastoomuchbaby’’

Me‘’Iamsorrylove,Iwillgoprepareyouabathandorder

somethingonline,whatdoyoufeellike



having’’

Her‘’anythingbabyyoupickplease’’

Me‘’okaylove’’Isaycoolly

Her‘’iseverythingokay’’

Me‘’nomybabe,Igotacallfromthevillageapparentlymy

motherissickandsheisaskingtoseeme

ASAP’’

Her‘’Ihopeyouhavealreadyaskedforleave’’Isigh

Her‘’Idon’tknowifIwanttoseeher’’shetakesadeepbreath

Her‘’Iknowalothashappenedbecauseofherbutpleasethink

aboutitclearly’’

Me‘’okayIwillsleeponit’’

Her‘’thatisallIaskforbabe’’

Me‘’okayletmegogetthatshowerreadythen’’shesmilesand

Igetupgoingtothebathroom

OLIVIA

Him‘’thisisjustsextoyouright’’



Me‘’Idon’tunderstandwhyyouwanttolabelthis,can’twejust

enjoyeachother’’helaughs

Him‘’becauseIamjustyourtoyright’’

Me‘’GodwhyareyouactinghollyonmeSteveImeanyouarea

manhoe’’ohshitIshouldn’thave

Him‘’ohreallyOliviaisthatallIam’’Icanfeelthepaininhis

voice

Me‘’Iamsorrybabe,Ididn’tmeantosay’’ohfuckitOlivia,you

andyourbigassmouth

Him‘’nothankyouOliviafortellingmehowyouseemereally’’

Me‘’IamsorryloveitwasjustasliponthetongueIswear’’he

getsupfromhisbedandstartsgetting

dressedIfeelreallybad

Him‘’leavemykeyundertheflowerpotoutsidethefrontdoor’’

hesaysputtingonhisshoes

Me‘’babypleaseletstalkaboutthisplease’’

Him‘’thereisnothingtotalkaboutOlivia’’

Me‘’youknowthatisnottrue’’helooksatmeandlaughsand

takeshiscarkeysandwalletonthe

pedestalandhewalksout,Iamleftashamed,whydidIdothis

fuckIamsuchafuckup.Whatishe



wantsnothingtodowithmeafterthis,Ifeelmytearsonmy

cheeks.IlovehimwhycantIjustadmitto

thatrightnowIjusthurthimfornothing,Iamsuchafool.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER86(NOTEDITED)

GADAFI

Iamboilingwithanger,madathowamanfeelsthatitisokay

toviolatewomaninthatway,IknowIam

nosaintbutIcouldneverdothattoawoman,Icouldnever

takehersoullikethatsoitdisturbsmealot

thinkingofhowamanpleasureshimselfwhilethewomanunder

himiscryingandbegginghimtostop,

howdoyoucontinuetothrustthroughthosepainfulsobs,man

likethatfuckenKingandMthetho

shouldallbeburnedalive.IwanttofindNtombiandkissher

painawaybutIamtoomad.Ihavebeen

drivingaroundthisdamncityincirclestryingtothinkofaway

tomakehimpayforhurtingNtombiand



everyotherwomanouttherewedon’tknow.Ifindmyselfat

Razorsplace,maybehewillhelpmecome

upwithsomething,Igetinsidethehouseandfindhimand

Sizakelecuddlingandwatchingsomemovie

inthecinema.Iclearmythroatandtheylookbackatme.

Siza‘’ohheytheremuntukaNtombi’’hermanlaughs

Me‘’muntukaRazorhello’’Isaymakingmywaytothevacant

sofa

Razor‘’Gmyman,what’sgood’’Isigh

Me‘’nothingis,Ineedyourhelpbafo’’

Razor‘’okayIamallears’’IlookatSiza,afraidtotalkcozIam

nottosaythisinfrontofhercozthelast

timewedealtwithherfathershegotreallytraumatized

Siza‘’nottoworry,Ineedtoleaveanyway,Igotanemergency

textfromOlivia’’

Razor‘’youarecomingbackthoughright?’’shelaughs

Siza‘’Idon’tknowlove,Iwillcallyou’’shekisseshimfullyonthe

lips

Razor‘’Iloveyou’’sheblushesandlooksatme



Siza‘’G,Iwillseeyoune,andyoutwomustn’tgetintoany

trouble’’

Me‘’yesma’am’’sheblowsRazorakissandwalksoutclosing

thedoorbehindher

Razor‘’sowhat’sgoingonbrother’’

Me‘’thatfuckenKingrapedherman,heturnedherintohissex

slaveRazorman’’Iseehimclenchhis

jawandtightenhisfist

Razor‘’fuck,whatthehelliswrongwiththosevillagefucks’’

Me‘’Ijustwanttokillallofthemrightnow’’heshakeshishead

Razor‘’nodon’tdothat,don’tshowNtombithatsideofyou

first,rememberyouarestilltryingtowin

herover’’Isigh

Me‘’thenwhatdowedo,wecan’tjustlethimgetawaywithit,

andprisonwon’tbeenoughforthat

fuck’’henodsinagreement

Razor‘’heisregardedtobethenobleKingsoletstakethat

fromhim,hisprideandreputation,we

exposehimtohispeopleandthenwetakehismanhood,chopit

offcompletelyandlethimlivea



miserablelife,andmostwomanwillfeelsaferknowingthatone

pervertisdisarmed’’

Me‘’okayIthinkIlikethis’’

Razor‘’goodthen,buttalktoNtombifirstandfindoutwhat

kindofjusticeshewantsforherself,we

don’twantherthinkingsheescapedonemonsterandfound

herselfinthearmsofanother’’

Me‘’whendidyoubecomesowise’’helaughs

Razor‘’over2yearsagowhenthisotherZulugirlturnedmy

worldupsidedown’’Ilaughwithhim

Me‘’whatevermutithesevillagegirlsareusingisstrong’’

Razor‘’ohifit’smutithatsheisusingthenshebetternotstop’’

Ismile

Me‘’thankyoubrother’’

Razor‘’youknowIgotyoubackG’’wefistbumpandsharea

sidehug

STEVE

WhatOliviasaidtomereallyhurtIwon’tlie,whyisshe



shuttingmeoutImeanIaminlovewithherbut

allshewantsfrommeissex,Itreallysucksbeingusedlikethat

butIguesssheismykarma,Imeanhow

manywomandidIuseanddiscardinmylife,maybeshewas

sendtogivemeatasteofmyown

medicineandImustconfessitisbitterverybitter,afterIleft

heratmyhouseIneededtofeelneeded

andrespected,wantedandcherishedsoIwenttosomegirlwho

studiesatWits,shehasalwayswanted

metomakethingsofficialwithherbutIdidn’tandstilldon’t

feelhertothatlevel,sheisafuckengood

girl,sheusedtocookforme,Iwouldbringmylaundryandshe

woulddoitnocomplainsandIjust

wasn’tfeelingherlikethat,shelovesmeandIdon’twanther,I

loveOliviabutshedoesn’tloveme,the

worldisfunnyhey.Ifindmyselfoutsideherres.Iamlookingat

hercomingtosignmeinwithsecurity,

sheisbeautifulandmaybeifIlearntoloveherwecanbehappy.

Shecomesinthecarwiththemost

beautifulsmileplasteredacrossherface,sheisalwayssohappy

toseemeandIfeellikemutherfuckerfortreatingherthisway.



Her‘’heystranger,Ihavemissedyou’’Ismileather

Me‘’Iamsorryfordisappearingonyou,workhasbeenhectic

eish’’

Her‘’youknowthatisalieStevebutthat’sokay’’fuckno,what

amIdoing

Me‘’Iamsorry’’shenodsandbringsherfaceclosetomineand

pecksmylips

Her‘’wecangoin,Iwasbusycooking’’Istartedtheengineand

wedriveinandparkthenheadtoher

luckilyherroommateisnothere

Me‘’whereisyourfriend’’Iasktomakeconversation

Her‘’sheisnotyetbackfromtheholidays’’Inod

Me‘’ohokay,didyouenjoybeinghome’’shelaughs

Her‘’yeahitwasnice,thoughIalwayswaitedforyourcallsand

foryoutokeeptoyourpromiseto

actuallydrivetomyareatoseeme’’eishIamsuchaflop

Me‘’IamsorryMpho’’shecomesandsitsnexttomeandmy

phonedecidedtovibrate,Itakeitoutof

mypocketanditisOliviaagain,shehasbeencallinglikecrazy,I



leavethisonetoringunansweredtoo.I

seehergivingmeasideeyeandIputmyphonebackintomy

pocket.Theisawkwardsilenceforawhile

tillshedecidestositontopofmekissingmelikethereisno

tomorrow,sheisgrindingdownonme,

rubbingherbodytomine,Imovemyhandstoherassandstart

squeezingitandsheismoaningandin

thatminute,Olivia’sfaceappearedinmyheadandI

immediatelystop

Her‘’nobabypleasedon’tstop,Ihavemissedyousomuch

please’’Isigh

Me‘’IamsorryIcan’tdothisMpho’’Igetheroffmeandstand

up

Her‘’bathongSteve,youhaveneversaidnobeforewhat’s

wrongbabe,youdon’tfindmeattractive

anymore?’’Ishakemyheadno

Me‘’ofcourseyouaresexy,justthatIcan’tcontinuewiththis’’

shestandsup

Her‘’IitbecauseoftheOliviathatjustcalled’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsorry’’sherubshereyes

Her‘’IseeSteve,youwon’tlovemebut’’Istopher



Me‘’don’tdothattoyourself,youdeservebettertrustmeIam

notgoodforyou,Mphoyous=deserve

somuchbetter,tomakeyoufeelbetter,Iloveherbutsheis

onlyusingmeforsex’’shelaughsand

wipeshertears

Her‘’atleastweareonthesameboat,webothlovesomeone

whodoesn’tloveusback’’Inod.Imust

stopthisnonsenseandtrytomakeOliviaseethatIloveher,I

promisedherexclusivityandthatiswhatI

willgiveher;shewilllovemeeventuallyIjustneedtobepatient

Me‘’youwillfindsomeonewhowilltreatyoulikethequeenthat

youare’’Ikissherforeheadandwalk

out,wonderingwhethertocallOliviaorjusttakethisnightto

myselftothinkeverythingthrough

Olivia

Ifuckenmessedup,nowhewon’teventakemycalls,butdoI

reallyblamehimforthewayheisacting

rightnow,Ihurtthatman,hehasalwaysmadehisintentions

aboutmeclearandtrustmIfeelthesame



wayabouthimIamjustscaredtoputmyselfoutthere,love

hurtsalotandIamnotreadytodealwith

heartbreaksanddisappointments,IknowIshouldhavenot

gottenmyselfinvolvedwithhimbuthe

makesmefeelhappyhemakesmyconfidencelevelsrisesohigh

IstartfeelinglikeItheonlygirlinthe

world,butstill.IlefthishousecozIknewhewon’tbecoming

back;Iwillgivehimtimeandlethimreach

outwhenheisready.Ijusthopehewillstillfeelthesameway.

ThedooropensandSizawalksin

Her‘’whatistheemergencyOlivia,Ihadtosacrificesnuggles

withmypersontorushhere’’Isigh

Me‘’ImesseduprealbadSizayoh’’

Her‘’isthisaboutSteve’’

Me‘’yesitis’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’whatdidyoudothistime’’

Me‘’IcalledhimamanwhoreandsaidIjustwantedsexfrom

him’’shecloseshereyes

Her‘’okayhonestlythisisbecomingboring’’Igaspforair



Me‘’Sizaplease’’sheshakesherhead

Her‘’noOlivia,Stevemighthavehadhisownshareofwhoering

butwhenitcametoyouhemadehis

feelingsclearfromthegetgo,youaretheundecidedonehere

andyouaretoyingwithhisfeelings,you

aretryingsohardnottogetheartbrokenbutintheprocessof

doingthatyouarebreakingsomeone

else’sheart,sotellmeisthatfair.Ifyouarenotreadytobe

withhimlethimgoOlivia’’Iamjustlooking

atherdumbfounded

Me‘’youarerightandIamsorry’’

Her‘’Iamnottheoneyoushouldbeapologizingtohere’’

Me‘’hewon’tanswermycallsSiza’’

Her‘’howaboutyouleavehimbetillyoufigureoutwhatyou

want’’

Me‘’it’shimthatIwant’’

Her‘’still,takeafewdaystothinkaboutitmore’’Isigh

Me‘’thankyouforbeingstraightwithme’’

Her‘’Iamyourbestfriendit’smyjobtoLiv’’Iblowherakiss

Me‘’youarethebestbabe’’



Her‘’Iknowhey.SogetyourassupandgodosometouchupsI

amtakingyououttoeat’’

Me‘’okaygiveme15minutes’’

Her‘’youhave10minutesleft.Weneedtobeettraffic’’Iquickly

getoffthecouchtomybedroom

RAZOR

GadafiandIdecidedtobraaisomemeatandhavebeers,ithas

beenawhilesincewejusthadayoung

chillasandhekeptmeuptospeedwithwhathasbeengoingon

theunderworld.SomedaysImissitI

won’tliebutleavingthegamewasworthitreally.Ihavepeace

inmylifeandIdon’tconstantlyhaveto

lookovermyshoulder,IneverbelievedthatIcouldsurvive

withoutthecartelbutlookatme,Ijusthope

Gwillalsodecidetoletit,Imeanwehaveacquiredsomuch

wealth,somuchmoneytotakecareof

generationsandgenerations.



Him‘’Iamtellingyouman,Italydoesn’thavealeaderright

now’’

Me‘’soBishopreallyhadstroke’’helaughs

Him‘’yeahhedid,Iguessallthosehottieshefilledinhishouse

couldn’tkeephimyoung’’

Me‘’maybetheyarethecourseofthatstress,themanhas8

wivesallunder30yearsandhissonsarein

theirmid30s,hecanneverbeabletosatisfyeachandevery

oneofthosewoman,maybehissons

steppedinforhimandhesawallofithappeningandboom

stroke’’helaughs

Him‘’thatmightnotbefarfromthetruth’’

Me‘’IamtellingyouG’’helaughsagainandwehearthedoor

bell,aminutelatermyhousekeeper

comesinwithDetectiveMoloiandanothercopinuniform

Me‘’ohboywhatisthisclowndoinginmyhouse’’helaughed

Moloi‘’ohRazorstillcockyIsee’’

Me‘’oldhabitsdiehard’’

Him‘’sowhatcanwedoforpuppet’’Gadafisays

Moloi‘’youarestillhiserrandboyGadafincncncnc’’hesays



thattoproveG

Him‘’Iwillfuckyouupboy’’hesayschargingtohimandI

quicklyholdhimback

Moloi‘’ohpleasedo,Iwouldlovetoarrestyouforassaultingan

officerofthelaw’’

Me‘’okayenoughchitchat,whatthehelldoyouwant’’

Moloi‘’ohyeahthat,Ihaveawarrantforyouarrest’’

Me‘’what?WhatthefuckdidIdo’’

Moloi‘’MolemoMotaungyouareunderarrestforthemurderof

JabuRadebe,youhavetherightto

remainsilentforanythingyousayordowillbeusedagainst

youinthecourtoflaw,youhavearightto

andyouhavetherighttoanattorneyifyoucannotaffordone

thestatewillprovideyouwithone’’fuck

fuckfuck,thishasfuckenFionawrittenalloverit,Ilookat

Gadafiandhehasfigureditouttoo

Moloi‘’cuffhim’’hesaystotheothercopandhecomestome

andputsthecuffson

Me‘’GcallVusitellhimtomeetmeatthestation,andplease

don’ttellSoftandLivjustyet’’Ifirstly

needtofindouthowmuchtheyknowandwhattheyhaveon



methenIwillhaveanideaofhowmuch

shitIamin.ImustgiveittomyexshegotmeandIdidn’teven

seeitcoming.

Him‘’okay,Iamrightbehindyou’’

Me‘’surebrother’’theywalkoutwithmeandIgetintheback

ofthepolicevantryingtocalculatemy

nextmove.Thisisbadrealbad,thisfuckerhasbeentryingto

nailmeforyearsandthisrighthereisalateChristmaspresent

forhim.

Haveagreatweekendmyloves

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER87(NOTEDITED)

THATO

Ijustgothomefrommynailbar,Ineededtogetmynailsdone

andcheckonhoweverythingisdoing,

andIampleasedthatitisstillthebestandwearegettingreally

goodreviews.Thereisnosignof



anyoneinthehouse,Ispoketomyfiancéearlierandhe

mentionedthathewillbegoingtoseehis

motherandunclesaboutourlobolasinceitishappeningthis

weekend,Ialsoneedtopackandgoto

MafikengcozIneedtobethere.IjustwonderifThandiweand

thekidsleftwithhimcozitisreallyquiet

here,IchangedintoacomfortableoutfitanddecidedthatI

shouldpreparedinnerforallofus,Ipour

myselfaglassofwineandstartwiththecooking,Iamstartled

byavoicebehindme

Her‘’whogaveyouthepermissiontocookinMYkitchen’’I

jumpandscreamabit

Me‘’ohmyGodThandiweyouscaredme,IthoughtIwasalone’’

Her‘’wellyouarenot,Iaskedyouaquestion’’

Me‘’Ijustwantedtocookforeveryone’’

Her‘’Icancookformyhusbandandchildren’’Isigh

Me‘’IamsorryIdidn’tmeantooffendyou,Ijustwantedtodo

somethingnice’’shelaughs

Her‘’reallyyouwanttodosomethingniceformeandmy

children’’



Me‘’yesIdo’’shelaughssomemoreandmakesherway

towardsme

Her‘’theonlynicethingyoucandoformeistocalloffthisjoke

youandmyhusbandaredoing’’

Me‘’IamsorryThandiwebutIcan’tdothat’’

Her‘’whyyoucan’tgiveupyourATM’’Ishakemyheadno

Me‘’ofcoursenot,IloveourhusbandThandiwe’’

Her‘’myhusband,MINEThato,heisnotyourhusbandandhe

willneverbe’’

Me‘’IamsorryforhurtingyoulikethisbutIamgettingmarried

tohimtraditionallythisSaturday

becauseIlovehim’’shelaughs

Her‘’youarebreakingupmyfamily,youaretakingmyhusband

awayfromme’’

Me‘’IamnotIswear,ifthatiswhatIwantedtodo,Iwould

haveaskedhimtodivorcebutIdidn’t

insteadIagreedtobehissecondwife’’

Her‘’sowhatdoyouexpectmetodo,worshipthegroundthat

youwalkon?’’

Me‘’noIdon’twantthat’’



Her‘’ohbutyoudocozyoujustpointedouthowyoudidn’t

wantadivorcesohecanbefullyyours’’

Me‘’Thandiweplease’’sheraisedherhands

Her‘’youarenothingbutacheaphoeandthatiswhatyouwill

alwaysbesis’’

Me‘’IknowIhurtyou,butyoudon’tknowmesopleasedon’t

insultme’’shelaughs

Her‘’thisismyhousebitchIcaninsultyouallIwant’’

Me‘’itisequallySizwe’shouseandhehappenstobemyfiancé,

butnottoworryIwilltellmyestate

agenttomakeitquicksoIcanmoveoutofyourhair’’

Her‘’goodyoudothat’’Inodandtrytocontinuecooking

Her‘’letthisbethelasttimeyougetinmykitchenandattempt

tocookmyfoodformyhusbandandmy

kidsdoweunderstandeachother’’

Me‘’loudandclear’’Irespondandsheturnsaroundandleaves.

Isighandgulpdownmyglass

RAZOR



Ihavebeeninthisinterrogationroomlisteningtothisclown

Moloigoonandonandon,Ijustwantto

stabhimintheeyewiththesamepeninhishandandbelieveit

istakingeverythinginmetostopmyself

fromdoingthat,heisaskingeverythingthereisaboutJabuand

youwouldswearhewillstopsinceIam

notsayinganythingbutthatjustseemstofuelhimmore,I

checkthetimeonthewallclockandIhave

beenhereforanentirehour.Vusishouldbehereanyminute,

theboyisabrilliantlawyer,afterallhelearntfromthebest,ME.

Him‘’youaregoingawayforaverylongtimeMotaung’’

Me‘’okay’’Isay

Him‘’justpleadguilty,don’twastethestatesresourceswitha

trialthatyouwillneverwincozthe

evidenceagainstyouisstrong,noJudgeintheirrightmindwill

giveyouanythingbut20years’’

Me‘’ifyousayso’’

Him‘’youcanbecalmallyouwantbutIknowdeepdownyou

areshitscared’’helaughsandthedoor

openswithVusiwalkingin



Vusi‘’okaystoptalkingtomyclientandgetthehellout’’

Him‘’ncncnc,littleboyyouseriouslygonnatakethiscase,why

areyouwastingyourtimeandpossibly

taintyourreputation,heisguiltyandheisgoingtojailfora

longtime’’

Vusi‘’thankyoufortheshortstorynowgetout’’hegetsup

fromthechairandwalksout

Me‘’whatdoweknow’’IaskVusiashetakestheseatMoloi

wasoccupying

Vusi‘’Mercyandhermotheraretheoneswhoarefeedingthat

clownandtheprosecutorinformation,

shewillbetakingthestandtotestifyagainstyou’’

Me‘’whowill?’’

Vusi‘’Mercysir’’Iclosemyeyesfeelingsohurt,howcanshedo

thistome

Me‘’ohIsee’’

Vusi‘’IamsorrybutIamgoingtoneedyoutotellmewhat

happened’’Isigh

Me‘’JabuwasOlivia’sboyfriend,hegotheroutofher

depressionandshewassoinlovewithhim,Itook

himlikeason,Idideverythingforhim,buthebetrayedmy



daughterandIintheworstpossibleway,he

wassleepingwithmywifesoIkilledhim’’

Vusi‘’okayshedidn’tmentiontheaffairtothepolice,that

alreadygivesusawholeintheircase’’

Me‘’okaythatisgood’’Isigh

Vusi‘’tellmehowyoufoundoutandtheeventsthatledyouto

killinghim,everythingthathappened

particularlythatnight’’Inodandstartnarratingeverythingto

him,leavingnothingout

Me‘’soyeah,doyouthinkwehaveachance’’

Vusi‘’Iamnotgoingtolie,theyhaveamurderweaponandit

hasyouprintsonittooandMercy’s

testimonywilldefinitelyhurtus’’

Me‘’takeeveryoneyouneedatthefirmandcomeupwitha

gooddefensestrategy,everythingand

anythingyouneedcontactGadafihewillmakeithappenjust

getmethehelloutofthis’’

Vusi‘’Iamgoingtodoeverythinginmypower’’

Me‘’ItrustyouVusi,Iwillbeavailableifyouneedany

informationorhelp’’henodsandthedooropens



Him‘’okaytimeisupfortoday,itistimeyougoseeyourcell

andfamiliarizeyourselfwithitcozitwillbe

yourhomeforthenext20years’’Istandup

Vusi‘’keeptellingyourselfthat’’

Me‘’IwillseeyoutomorrowVusi,getGadafitoseteverything

formystay’’

Vusi‘’hewasalreadyonitwhenheleftmyplace’’Inod

Him‘’whatthehellareyoutootalkingabout’’

Me‘’nonofyourbusinessMoloi,takemetomycellplease’’

MERCY

Iwon’tlieIamscared,scaredofwhatmyfathermightdotome

afterhefindsoutwhatIdidtome,the

minuteItoldthecopsalltheinformationaboutthisJabucaseI

declaredmyselfhisenemyandIknow

verywellhowhedealswithtraitors,Ifeelsoguilty.Myother

worryisOlivia,meandherarenoton

goodtermsandwhenshefindsthisoutsheisgoingtohateme

somuchtherewillbenoopportunityto



mendourrelationship.Ihavebeenaskingmyselfalotof

questions,wonderingifIdidtherightthing

allowingmymothertothrowmyfatherinjail.Ihearherscream

fromthebedroomthenlaughslikeevil,

aminutelatershecomesoutandthesmileplasteredonher

face,shegoespassmetothekitchenand

comesbackwithabottleofchampagneandtwoglasses

Her‘’ohweneedtocelebratethismylove’’

Me‘’whatisdoingon’’

Her‘’IjustgotoffthephonewithMoloi,andhetellsmethat

Razorwasarrestedanhourago’’

Ifeelmyheartbeatsofast,ohGodthismeansheknowsthatI

betrayedhim

Me‘’ohokay’’shefrownsandhandsmeaglass

Her‘’what’swrongMookie’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamscaredmama,hewontletthisgoeasilyhewillcome

forus’’

Her‘’doyoutrustmeMercy’’Inod

Me‘’ofcourseIdomama’’



Her‘’thentrustmetoprotectyoufromthatevilman’’

Me‘’howwillyoudothat’’shesmiles

Her‘’afterIgetmyidentityback,Iamgoingtodivorcehimand

thenget50% ofeverythingheowns,and

youandIknowitisalot.Oncewegetthat,wegetnew

identitiesandgoliveinanewcountrywherehe

willnevergettous’’Ifeelmyselfrelax

Me‘’okaythatisagoodplanmama’’

Her‘’relaxmybabyIthoughtofeverything,weareokayI

promise’’

Me‘’thankyou’’wehug

Her‘’theonlythingyoushouldbeworryingaboutrightnowis

decidingwhichcountrywearemovingto

andwhatnameyouwillbeusing’’Ilaugh

Me‘’solongasithaschampagneanddesignerstoresIamokay

honey’’

Her‘’that’smygirl,nowrelaxandletmommyworryabout

everything,okaymyprincess’’

Me‘’youarethebestFiona’’Ihugher

Her‘’IhaveyoubabyhowcanInotbethebest’’Ismileandsip



onmychampagne

SIZWE

Ma‘’sohowispolygamy’’

Me‘’Thandiweishavingahardtimema,ThatosuggestedI

sleepwithherandspendtimewithherso

shecanseethatshedoesn’twanttobreakourmarriage’’she

laughs

Ma‘’Ilovethisone.Sheissmart,remindsmeofmyyounger

self’’

Me‘’Iamawareofyourfondnesstowardsher’’

Ma‘’shemakesyouhappytoososhegetstohavemyvote,

treatherlikeaqueen’’

Me‘’areyousureyoudon’tlikehercozsheismakingmywife

shakemama’’shelaughs

Ma‘’okaymaybethattooson’’Ishakemyheadandsiponmy

scotch

Me‘’Ishouldgetgoingmama,notyetcomfortableleavingthem

allalone’’



Ma‘’Iwouldlovetoseetheircatfight’’

Me‘’motherno,theyareyourdaughtersinlawmywivesIdon’t

wantthatIwillgivemestress’’

Ma‘’justkidding,bringmygrandbabiesbytomorrowImissthe’’

Iagreethenleave

SIZA

IgotbacktotheapartmentwithOlivia,wekindofhadonetoo

manytodrinksoIdecidedtosleephere

cozIdon’twanttobearrestedforDUI.Shehasbeencryingfor

Stevetheentiretime,itisnicetoseeher

vulnerable,lettingherselffeelandhaveemotions,shehas

alwayshadheguarduplivinglikearobot.I

havebeentryingtocallthismanofminebuthisphonejust

ringsandgoestovoicemail,Itriedthe

landlinetoobutheisnotpickingup,Idecidetotryonemore

timeanditgoesstraighttovoicemail

Me‘’okayMolemoisreallytestingmenow’’



Her‘’whatdidmypoordaddydo’’

Me‘’heisnotansweringhisdamnphoneOlivia’’

Her‘’maybeheisalreadyasleep’’

Me‘’heneversleepsbeforewespeak’’

Her‘’ohokay,waitabitmaybehewillcallback’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’noIamnotdoingthat,Iamdrivingtohisplacenow’’

Her‘’youaredrunkbabeyouknowhewillbeangrywithyoufor

doingthat’’true

Me‘’Iknowbutstill,somethingisnotright,healwayspicksup

mycallsnomatterhowbusyheis’’

Her‘’Iknowthatbut’’

Me‘’nobutsIamoutofhere’’Isayputtingmyshoesbackon

andtakingmycarkeys

Her‘’okayIamgoingwithyouthen’’shegetsupandIopenthe

door,tofindGadafiabouttoknock

Me‘’ohG,whatbringsyouhere’’hesighsandIdon’tlikethe

lookonhisface

Me‘’Gadafiwhats=isgoingon,whereidMolemo,isheokay?’’I

feeltearsthreatening

Him‘’canwepleasetalkinside’’



Her‘’uncleGwhatisgoingonwhereismyfather’’Iletmytears

fall,weallsit

Him‘’ladies,Razorwasarrestedearlieron’’

Me‘’what?whatfor?’’

Him‘’murder’’whatthefuckwhatisthis

Me‘’whodotheysayhekilled’’helooksatOlivia

Him‘’Jabulani’’IseeOliviaburyheheadinherhands

Me‘’ohmyGodthisisnothappening,no’’

Her‘’buthowcouldtheyhaveknow,heburiedhiminthe

cemeterymos’’

Him‘’FionaandMercyareworkingwiththepoliceand

prosecutor’’

Her‘’what.MyGodhowcouldMercytothisdaddy’’

Me‘’doessheknowwhatshehasdone,Ineedtoseemyman,I

needtoseehimnow’’

Him‘’youcanonlyseehimtomorrowIamsorry’’

Me‘’cantItalktohimonthephoneatleast’’

Him‘’nohedoesn’thaveaphoneyet,Moloiisguardinghim

withhislife’’

Her‘’whoishislawyeruncleG’’



Him‘’itsVusibabygirl’’

Her‘’ohthankGodheisgoodhewillfightfordad’’

Me‘’Ineedtobealone’’Istandupandgotomyroom,Ican’t

losehimlikethis,ifheisfoundguiltyhe

willgotoprisonforalongtime.Idon’tseemyselfgoingon

withouthim.HeismylifelineIneedhim.I

amnowsober,IchangeintomyPj’sandgetunderthecovers

andcrymyselftosleep.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER88(NOTEDITED)

SIZA

Iwasupatexactly3:30amwaitingforthesuntorisesoIcan

wakeupandgoseemyman,Ihavebeen

tossingandturningthinkingaboutlifewithoutmymanandI

mustadmititisnotsomethingIwantto

experience,wefoundeachotherandwehaven’thadenough

time,hestillneedstomarryme,Iwantto

behiswife,Mrs.Motaung,themotherofhisboyslikehealways



says,heneedstogetoutsothatIcan

givehimasmuchchildrenashewants,Iamnotgoingtotake

anymomentwithhimforgrantedplease

lordseeusthroughthis,Iwillmakesurethathepraisesyour

namefortheremainingdaysofhislife,I

acceptedthatyoutookPhephebutpleasenotMolemotoo,I

wouldn’tsurviveitpleaselord,Ifind

myselfsendingalittleprayertothemanabovehopingthathe

willfeelmyheavyheart,amIinahurry

orvelethetimeismovinglikeaturtle.Idecidetowaketocook

somethingforhim,hemustbehungry,

mypoorbaby.MyminddriftstoMercyandIwonderhowshe

sleepsatnightknowingwhatshedidto

herfather,Mohasdonenothingbutlovehischildren,hemight

havegonelostalongthewaybuthe

triedandhelovesthemmorethantheycaneverimagine.Oh

thisFionawomanwillregreteverputting

usthroughthisIswear.IendupbakingandbythetimeIam

doneitis8aminthemorning.Iwaslostin

mythoughtsIlosttrackoftime.Itidyaroundthekitchenand

gomakemybed,onceIamdoneIheadto



thebathroomandfindOliviainthekitchenhavingamuffin.

Her‘’Idon’tknowhowIsleptthroughthenightwhileweare

facedwiththis’’Isigh

Me‘’evenifyoutossedandturnedallnightitwouldn’thave

changedanything’’

Her‘’itgotyouupandbakingthough’’

Me‘’IamjustworriedabouthimLiv,ishesafe,didheeator

drinkwater’’shesmilesatme

Her‘’theloveyouhaveformyfatherisbeyondanythingIhave

everseenbefore’’

Me‘’Ilovehislikethisbecausehelovesmesofearlessly’’she

smiles

Her‘’Icanonlyhopetohavewhatyouguysshare’’

Me‘’ohbutyoudo,Iamgoingtotakeaquickshowerthenhead

tothepolicestation,youcoming’’

Her‘’Iwillfollowsoon,Ihavetogoseemysisterfirst’’

Me‘’justleaveherOlivia’’sheshakesherheadno

Her‘’nochanceIwanthertolookatmeintheeyeandtellme

whyshedidit,aftereverythingdaddid



forushowcouldshesendhimtojail’’

Me‘’wedon’tevenknowwhereshestaysnow’’

Her‘’Ido,beingRazor’sdaughtermeantIhadtoberesourceful,

Iaskedafriendofminewhoisatech

geektohackherphoneandfindherlocation’’

Me‘’likefatherlikedaughterIsee’’webothlaugh

Her‘’it’sintheDNAIguess’’

Me‘’IjusthopemyboysdodgethatDNA’’

Her‘’topicforanotherdaybabe,gogetready’’

Me‘’sure,butpleaseOliviadon’tdoanythingthatwilllendyou

inprisontoo’’

Her‘’IamnotpromisingSiza’’

Me‘’Ifyoufeelyourselfloosingitpleasegetoutofthereplease’’

Her‘’Iwillhoney’’Ismileatherthenheadtothebathroomand

takeashower

NTOMBI

Haveyouevermissedapersonsomuchbutyouandthemhave



notbeenclose,buttheirvoidinyour

heartisfeltandyoujustwanttoseethemevenifyoudon’tsay

anythingjusttolookatthemandyou

knowforsurethatyouwillfeelwholeagain,thatishowIam

feelingrightnow,ImissTebogoandeven

thoughItoldhimtoforgetaboutusIjustwishhewon’tlisten

tome,IjustwishhewillseehowIam

yeaningforhimtomakemehis,IamjustscaredbutIknowhe

isagoodman,hehasn’tbeenaroundthe

houseforafewdaysandhealsohasn’tcomeheretopickmeup

tocleanhisplace,Iwonderwhatitis

hehasbeeneating,isheevenokaywhereheis,Iamscaredthat

hetookmeseriouslyandheisnot

goingtopursuemeanymore.Idon’tknowwhattodo;Iamin

battlewithmyownheartandbrain.Iam

fightingworldwar3rightnowbutIthinkmybrainislosingcoz

rightnowatthismomentIamonmy

waytohishouse.TheUberdropsmeoffoutsidehisgateand

luckilythesecurityknowsmesothey

don’tmakeafussaboutopeningforme.Imakemywaytothe

houseandIfindhisscreamingat



someoneonhisphone,hesoundsscaryIneverwanttobeon

hisbadside

Him‘’mybrotherisfuckenarrestedsoexcusemefornotgiving

afuckaboutsupplyingyourightnow’’

hesaysandhangsup,helooksbackandIseehisbeautifulface,

helookslikehedidn’tsleepawink,he

evenhasaglassofalcoholinhishand,Iseehimstrugglingto

findsomethingtosaytomesoIstart

Me‘’goodmorning’’

Him‘’hey,whatbringsyouhere’’IfeelhurtsoIlookdown

Him‘’thatcameoutwrong,whatImeantwashowdidyouget

hereandyoudidn’tmentionthatyou

werecoming’’Icontinuelookingdownandfiddlingwithmy

fingers

Me‘’Ijustwantedtomakesurethatyouareokay,Ihaven’tseen

orheardfromyouinawhile’’

Him‘’soyoumissmehuh’’Ilaughandremainsilentforabit

beforeIspeak

Me‘’Iwillgetstartedonthecleaningthenmakeyoubreakfast’’

Him‘’sure’’hesayssittingonthecouchandIfeelso



disappointed,Iwashopingthatherevisitsthetopic

ofhowhewantsme.Istandtherenotabletomovetillhe

moveshiseyesfromhisphoneto

Him‘’isthereanythingelseNtombi’’

Me‘’Iam,Ijust,TebogoIamso’’IsighcozIdon’tknowwhatto

saytohim,hestandsupandcomesto

standinfrontofme

Him‘’areyouokaybaby?’’ohthat’sthewordheisstill

interested,Ifeelhopeful,Idon’tknowwhatgot

intome,Ijustfoundmyselfpullinghisfacedowntomeand

takinghislipsintomine,hekissesme

hungrilyandhishandsareallovermybody,Ifeelhotmy

pantiesaresoakingwet,Ihaveneverfeltthis

wayforanymanbefore.Hestopsuddenlyandpullsoutasifhe

isrememberingsomething

Him‘’noNtombiwecan’tdothis’’Ifelttearsforminginmyeyes

Me‘’whycan’twe’’

Him‘’yousaidwecan’tbabywhatchangedyourmind’’Iletmy

tearsfall,heissuchagentleman,he

wipesthemandkissesmyforeheadandattemptstowalkawayI

pullhishandbacktome



Me‘’don’trejectmeplease’’Isayholdingontohissotight,we

arelookingdeepineachother’seyes

likeweareindeepcommunicationwithoursoul

Him‘’fuckit’’hesaysthenattacksmewithakisssohungryit

makesmyalreadywetpantytosoakmore,

hepicksmeupmakingsurehedoesn’tbreakthekiss.Myeyes

arecloseandIfeelhimmovingIcan’t

seewherewearegoinguntilhelaysmedown,asIopenmy

eyesInoticeweareinhisbedroom.He

comesinbetweenmylegsandtakesmylipsintohisagainand

secondslaterbothourclothesareflying

acrosstheroomandIamscreaminghisnameworshipinghim,

apologizingforthingsIdon’tevenknowI

did.Ifeltmyselfconnectwiththismaninalevelthatcould

scareanyoneelse,itissafetosayheerased

thebadexperienceMthethogaveme,IamnotsayingIam

healedIjustdidn’thaveanythoughtof

everythingthatKingdidtomewhenTebogowasontopofme

makinglovetome

OLIVIA



ItookashowersoonasSizaleftandIleftrightafter,Ipunched

intheaddressonGooglemapsandit

tookmestraightthere,Imustsaythisisacutegated

communitybutitisdefinitelynotMercy’staste,

Fionamustreallyhaveherbytheballs,fromthatmansionto

thislittlethingwow.Thesecurityhere

mustreallynotgetpaidcozherefusedopeningformebutI

flashedaroundafewR200notesandhe

openedthegateslikeIwassomepoliticaldelegateatoneof

thosesecretmeetingsthathappenin

Americawhereterroristaresuspectedtohitsosecurityhasto

besotightithurts.Iparkoutsidetheir

houseandIseehercarparked.ThefrontdoorisopensoImake

mywayin,thereisoneinthelounge,

justaseafoodplatterandaglassofchampagne,Ilaugh.Iwalk

furtherinandhearlaughsfromthe

kitchensoIheadthereandstandbythedoor,theydon’tseeme,

theyarehavingoneofthosestupid

meaninglessconversations,Fionaisthefirstonetoturnand

noticemestandingthere



Her‘’Olivia’’

Me‘’Fiona’’Isaycoollyandmovemyeyestomysisterwhois

tooembarrassedtoevenlookatme

Her‘’youlookgoodmybaby’’

Me‘’IamnotyourbabyFionasocutthebull’’

Her‘’Oliviaplease,let’smovepastthis’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Mercywhy?’’Iaskwalkingfurtherintotheroom

Her‘’Livbabypleaselet’ssitdownandhaveaconversationand

youwillseereasonIpromise’’

Me‘’Iwasn’ttalkingtoyouFiona,justshutyourtrap’’shegasp

forair

Me‘’MercyIaskedyouaquestion,whywouldyoubetraydad

likethis’’

Mercy‘’youwouldn’tunderstandOlivia’’

Me‘’thenmakeme’’sheshakesherheadandstartscrying,her

mothercomfortsher

Her‘’youshouldbehappythatjusticewillbeservedandyou

boyfriendwillfinallyrestinpeace’’

Me‘’youdon’tgettotalkabouthimyouhoe,youarethereason



whyRazorkilledhimsodon’tyou

dare’’theshockontheirfaces

Mercy‘’sheisstillourmotherOliviayouwillnottalktoherlike

this’’Ilaughs

Me‘’sheisyourmotherdearsisternotmine’’

Her‘’don’ttalklikethispleasemybaby’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’Ijusthopeyoutwoknowwhatyouaredoing,ifyouthink

thisplanofyoursisgoingtoworkthen

youhavenoideawhatyougotyourselfinto’’

Mercy‘’thatiseasyforyoutosayRazorhasalwayslovedyou

morethanme’’Ihaveneverlaughedso

muchinmylaugh

Me‘’isthatthebullshitshefedyoutogetyoutobetrayyour

father,ohMercyhowstupidandgullible

canyoubethough,seriously.Explaintomehowdoesthattiny

brainofyourswork’’

Mercy‘’ifyouaregoingtoinsultmepleaseleavemyhouse’’I

smile

Her‘’Idon’twantyougirlstofight,Livcometousbaby,let’s

haveagoodrelationship,letusbeafamily



again,Razorwillneverloveyouthesameagain,hehasthat

younggirlfriendofhisandwhatwillhappen

whentheyhavekids’’

Me‘’ohIthoughttheevidenceyougavethecopswasenoughto

sendhimstraighttojailsowherewill

theygetthechancetomakechildren’’shelooksdown“Iamnot

stupidFiona,Iwillnotfallforyour

tricks’’shetriestospeakbutIholdoutmyhandtosilenceher

Me‘’whenmyfathergetsoutofthatplaceIwillbeghimtogive

methegoaheadtoputabulletinto

yourbrainstartingwithyourpeanutbrainMercy’’

Mercy‘’Olivia’’shesaysshocked

Me‘’enjoysthiswhileitstilllastscozhewillcomebackandyou

willregretthisIpromiseyou’’Iturnand

leavethemwiththeirjawsonthefloor.

SIZA

Igottothepolicestationandthedamndetectivegavemethe

runaroundbeforehecouldallowmeto



seemyman,Ihaveneverfeltsomuchhatetowardsaperson,

hemademewaitfor2hoursbefore

takingmetoseehim,IgetintheroomandIampacingupand

down,theopensandhewalksinwitha

guard,Icouldn’thodmyselfIjustranintohisarmsbuthedidn’t

receivemewarmlylikeheusuallydoes

Guard‘’heyheynotouching,thisisnottheboldandthe

beautiful’’Igivehimadeathstarethenlookatmylove

Me‘’babyareyouokay’’hegivesmeafaintsmile

Him‘’heySoft,Iamhappytoseeyou’’hekissesmefullyonthe

lipsIdon’tstophim,Iknowthiskissis

toshutmeup

Me‘’MolemoMotaungtellmewhatisgoingonrightnow’’he

laughs

Him‘’nothingIcan’thandle’’

Me‘’Mobabypleasetalktome’’IletmytearsfallsandIknow

thatwillgethimtalking

Him‘’heyhey.Softbabypleasedon’tcry,IamokayIjustgot

roughedupabit’’

Me‘’whatdidtheygetyouhelp,Isthedetectiveawareofthis



love’’Ifeelmyheartbreak

Him‘’heiswaremylovecozheistheonewhoputmeinacell

withmembersoftherivalcartelIusedto

beincompetitionwith’’Isighthatbastard

Me‘’weneedtotellVusithislove,hehastogetyoumoved’’he

shakeshishead

Him‘’nobabydon’tstress,bytheendoftodayIwillbeinmy

privatecellokay,Gisworkingonit’’Ifeel

alittlerelived

Me‘’Ibroughtyoufoodmyloveandsorrythatdetectivehadto

pokethroughitlikeIstashedsomething

init’’helaughs

Him‘’thanksmylove’’hegivesmeagenuinesmile

Me‘’IloveyoubabyandwewillgetthroughthisIpromiseyou’’

Him‘’Iloveyoumorethanlifeitselfbabyandeveryoneknows

thisthat’swhyIneedyoulistentome’’

Me‘’Iamallears’’

Him‘’Iamvulnerablerightnow,myenemiesmystrikeatany

moment.IneedyouandOliviatomoveto

thehousetillallthisisoverbaby,don’tgoanywherewithout



thesecurityGwillassigntoyou,don’t

leavethehouseunlessyoureallyneedto,Idon’tevenwantyou

tocomeseemehere’’

Me‘’IwilldoallyousaybutforgetitthereisnowayIam

stayingawayfromyou,howcouldyoueven

suggestthatbaby,myheartisalreadytakingstrainknowing

youareheresoyoudon’twantmetosee

you,Molemodon’tdothis’’mytearsarejustflowing

Him‘’sshhhhIamsorryItakeitback,it’sjustthatIdon’twant

youtoseemethisweakSoft’’

Me‘’youmightbweakrightnowbutIamstrongforhebothof

us,youwillgetoutofhereandcome

backtomeokay,weneedtostarttryingforourboyit’stime

nowbaby’’Iseehimsmile

Him‘’youarenotjustsayingthatright’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’getoutofhereandseehowseriousIamrightnow’’

Him‘’youandOliviaarethereasonIwasawakelastnighttrying

tocomeupwithadefensestrategyto

getmeoutofthismess,butwhatyoujustsaidtomenow,gave

meonemorereasontofighttocome

backtoyou’’



Me‘’Iamgladtohearthatbabakaboy’’hesmilesandwe

continuechattingheistryingbyallmeansto

makemeloosenupbutIneedhimhomebackwithmehehasto

beatthishehasto.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER89(NOTEDITED)

GADAFI

Idon’tknowifIshouldsaymyChristmaspresentcameearlyor

latecozit’sJanuary,butwhateveritis

youguysdecideisIwillgowithitbecausewowrightnowIam

thehappiestmanintheworld,Ihave

sleptwithamillionofwoman,don’tlookatmelikethatyou

knowIdon’tmeanthatliterallyright?I

couldn’tstopmyselffromgoingonandonandon,andshe

screamedmynamewithpleasureeachtime,

ImustadmitIneverknewIcouldmakelove,askmeanything

aboutfuckingandIwilltellbutthisoneit

wasawholenewexperienceformetoo,Idon’tknowifitis

possiblebutmyloveforherseemstohave



gonefrommildtoextraperiperiandittook3roundsof

passionatelovemakingtogetmethere.Tellme

howlongshouldIwaittoaskhertomarrymeagain?YesIam

alreadytheretrustmeIalreadysee

myselfturningdownRazorsoffertogohavedrinkscozIonly

wanttostayindoorshelpingNtombicook,

lookatmeImeanthatiswhatRazorhasbeendoingtomefor

almost2yearsnow,Iknewhewasmadly

inlovewithSizabutIthoughthewascrazytowanttospend

everyminutewithher,buttheminuteI

buriedmyselfinsideherIunderstoodwhymybrotherbecame

themanheisallbecauseofawoman.I

lovethiswomanandIwillneverfindtherightwordstoexplain

exactlywhatitisIfeelforherreally.She

issleepingsopeacefullynexttome;Idon’twantthismoment

toend.Ikeepkissingherforeheadand

admiringhercaramelsoftskin,herbeautifulthickbodythat

justworshippedmelikeaGod.Itrytoget

upfromthebedtodrinksomewaterbutIfeelhertightenher

holdonme



Her‘’pleasedon’tleave’’Ismile

Me‘’Ijustwanttogodrinksomewaterbaby’’

Her‘’nopleasedon’ttakethismomentfromme’’shesaysina

lowsexyvoice

Me‘’Ithoughtyouweresleeping’’shelaughsabit

Her‘’IwasjustenjoyingthemomentTebogo’’

Me‘’Ntombi’’Isaywiththewidestsmileonmyface

Her‘’mhhh’’shesaysandIcan’thelpbutblush

Me‘’Iloveyouandthankyouforcomingover’’shesitsup

straightandlooksatmestraightintheeyes

Her‘’Iloveyoutoo,andIamreallygladthatIcamehere’’Icup

herfaceandkissherpassionatelyfora

fewminutes

Me‘’youhonestlycameintomylifeattherighttime,andfunny

enoughIdidn’tknowIneededyouuntil

youshowedup’’shesmiles

Her‘’thatisexactlyhowIfeel,yousavedmemorethanyouwill

everknow’’Iseesadnessinhereyes

Me‘’whatdoyoumeanmylove’’Iknowsheisreferringtowhat

thatfilthyKingdidtoherbutIwon’t



tellherthatIknowwhathedidtoher,Iwanthertotrustme

enoughtotellmeonherown,Iwanther

tobelieveandbesurethatshecantrustmewithanything

Her‘’IamafraidthatifItellyou,youwillneverlookatmthe

sameway’’

Me‘’thatwillneverhappen,ifyoucouldseeyourselfthrough

myeyesthenyouwillunderstandthat

nothingwillevertaintmyloveforyouandtheperfectionIsee

whenIlookatyou’’shesmilesbutIstill

seethatfearanduncertainty

Me‘’IwantyoutoknowthatIloveyouandIneverbelievedin

lovebutyouchangedthat,whateveritis

itwon’tchangethisbaby,whenyouarereadytotalktomeI

willbeheretolisten,notjudgeIloveyou

andwhateveritisitwon’tchangethis’’IreassureherandIsee

asmileonherface.

Her‘’okay’’Ismile

Me‘’good,nowcanIhaveonemoreplease’’Isayandshe

gigglespullingmeontopofher.isitmeor

doesitseemlikemymadamenjoysGjuniorasmuchasIenjoy

her



THANDIWE

ItookanapafterIputmychildrentosleeptoo,Iwasreally

tired,andsinceThatomovedinhereSizwe

hasneversharedabedwithherandIappreciatethat,atleast

hestillhassomekindofrespectforme.

hehasbeenmakinglovetomelikeitisourfirsttimeandI

enjoyeveryminuteofitbutitgetsmetired

realbadImustadmit.IcheckmyphoneandIseeIhavebeen

outforover3hoursshitIneedtocheck

onthem,IquicklygetoffthebedandheadtoKayise’snursery

andsheisnotinhercrib,Imovetomy

sonsroomandheisnotthereeither,Iguesstheirfatheris

home,Idescendthestairscallingouttheir

namesbutitisdeadsilent,Istarttopanic,Imovefromone

roomtotheotherandthereisnoonethere

absolutelynoone,tearscomeinvoluntary,ohmyGodwho

couldhavetakenmychildren.Iwasaboutto

runtogetmyphoneandcallSizwebuthewalksinhumminga

melody.



Him‘’hiwifey’’

Me‘’Sizwewherearemychildren,somebodytookourkids,I

wassleepingafterIputthemtosleepbut

nowtheyarenotthereIdon’t’’heputshisbriefcasedownand

comestomequickly

Him‘’whatdoyoumeanThandiwe,calmdownandexplain

everythingtome’’hesaysandItryto

breath,Iexplaintohimandthetakesadeepsigh

Him‘’okay,letmegoseethefootageandtakeitfromthere’’he

saystryingtobecalmbutIcanseeheis

scared,hecanbeallevilbutheloveshischildrenverymuch.he

wasabouttogotohisstudywhenthe

frontdooropenedandmysonwalksinfirstholdinganice

creamandatoycar.Irushtohimandhug

himsotightly

Me‘’ohthankGodyouareokay’’Ikisshim

Him‘’IamfinemommyauntyThatotookKayiseandItoget

McDonaldsandsheboughtmethis,hesays

showingmehiscar’’IsmileathimbutdeepdownIamboiling

withrange



Me‘’that’snice,goupstairsandputyournewcarwiththe

orders,Iwillberightupokay?’’

Him‘’okaymommy,thankyouauntyThatoyouarethebestand

Iloveyou’’hesayssmilingather,my

angerjustescalated,Ilookatherwithasmileplasteredacross

herfacewithmydaughterinherhands

andaplasticfromearthchild.Ichuckle

Her‘’it’sapleasurebabyboyandIloveyoutoo’’shesaysand

mysonrunsdownstairs

Him‘’ohheybaby,lookslikeyouhavewonsomehearts’’hesays

smiling

Her‘’theyaregreatkidsIhadanicefewhourswiththem’’she

sayskissingKayise,Ichargetowardsher

andgiveherahotslapacrossherfaceandtakemydaughter

fromher

Him‘’Thandiwewhatthehellwasthatfor,areyoucrazy’’

Me‘’don’tyouevertakemychildrenanywhereyouhoe,you

stolemyhusbandandnowyouwantmy

kidsaswell’’Isaidtoherandshewascryingsilently

Her‘’Iamsosorryyouweresleepingsopeacefullyandthey

wereawakesoItookthemoutforsomeair



sotheydon’tdisturbyou.Ileftyouanoteonyourpedestaland

IalsotextedSizwecozhewasn’t

answeringhisphoneIdidn’twantyoutoPnicwhenyourealize

theywerenothere,Iamsorry’’Ipartof

mefeelsbad,IlookatmyhusbandandiflookscouldkillIwould

bedeadrighthere

Him‘’Iamsorrymylove,Ididn’tcheckmyphone,andithas

beenonsilencesincemorning,comelets

goputsomeiceonthatbeautifulface’’hetakesherhandand

theywalktowardsthekitchen,hestops

nexttome

Him‘’youareungratefulThandiwe,shewasthoughtful,sheis

tryingtomakethisworkandallyoudois

causeproblems.Itotallyunderstandyouwerescaredbutyou

shouldhavegivenherthechanceto

explainfirstnotattackher’’Ilookdownandtheyleaveme

standingtherewithKayiseinmyarms.Oh

GodIjustgivenhermorepointswithmuhusbandohIjusttook

10stepsbackrightnowafterImanaged

togo2stepsforward.



RAZOR

Gadafimanagedtogetthewardentomovemetoaprivatecell

andIcouldn’tbehappier.Todaywehad

abailhearingandIwasdenied,apparentlyIamaflightriskand

Iunderstandwhytheycouldsaythat.I

dohavethemoneyandthemeanstorunawaybutIwon’tplusI

knewitwasgoingtobedeniedsoI

simplydidn’thaveexpectationsofmegoinghometomywoman

anddaughter,speakingofwhichthey

werehurtanddisappointedwhenthejudgedeniedmebail,Iam

moreworriedaboutthemthanme

beinginhere.Iwaswithmylegalteam,wearetryingtocome

upwithastrategythatwillgetmeoutof

here,SoftdecidedtostayinandbepartoftheteamsoIletit

happenifitwillhelphertobemorecalm

thenIdon’tseewhynot,theycouldn’tallowalotofpeopleso

Olivialeftplusshehadtogogiveour

recipientsofherbursaryfoundationtheircontracts.Itwasjust

me,SoftGadafi,Vusiand2more

lawyers.Mywomanhasbeenstandingbythecornerlistening



attentivelytoeverythingwehavebeensaying.

Julius‘’wecanreachouttoyourdaughterandaskherto

changeherstatement,saythathermotherand

Moloicoercedher,ifwremoveherastheirkeywitnesswewill

haveweakenedtheircase’’

Vusi‘’Itotallyagree’’

Me‘’NO’’Isay

Marko‘’itisagreatplanitwillhelpusalotreally’’Ishakemy

head

Me‘’no,mydaughtermadeherdecisionletherseeitthrough,

letherbetraymelikethis’’

Vusi‘’pleaseboss,weneedeverythingthatcanweakentheir

case,andgettingyourdaughtertoflipon

themisexactlywhatwillhelpus’’

Me‘’IagreeVusibutno,shehasdecidedtodothissolether.

Wecanfindsomethingelse’’

Vusi‘’okaythen’’

Marko‘’allwehaveisthefactthatyourexwifewascheatingon

youwiththevictimwhohappenedto



beyourdaughter’sboyfriend.Theyhavetheproofthatyou

buriedhim,theyhaveyourdaughter,the

murderweaponwithyourprintsonit’’Isigh

Me‘’Iknowitlooksbadrightnow,butwecanturnthisboysI

trustyou,youaremybest’’

Julius‘’wewilldefinitelygetyououtSir’’

Me‘’thankyouJ’’

G‘’wecanendallofthisveryquickly,putabulletinFiona’s

head,makethedocketdisappear’’

Vusi‘’sirpleasedon’tsaysuchthingsinfrontofusplease’’

Soft‘’Ihaveaquestionbaby’’Ilookather

Me‘’goaheadmylove’’

Soft‘’whosegunwasit,themurderweapon,whosewasit

originally’’

Me‘’itwasFiona’sbabywhy?’’

Soft‘’haveyoueverownedafirearm?’’Inarrowmyeyesand

wearealllookingatherwantingto

understandwheresheisgoingwithallofthis

Me‘’Idohaveagunbaby,butIneveruseit,ithasneverbeen

fired,itissuperclean.Ihaveneverused



myownIalwaysusedtheonesmyboysprovidedandwegotrid

ofthemimmediately’’shenods

Soft‘’thenthatisallthestrategyyouneed’’weareallconfused

Vusi‘’canyouelaborateonthatplease’’

Marko‘’guyscanwestopwaistingtimeplease,nooffence

Motaungbutyourwomanknowsnothing

aboutthelaw’’Igivehimadeathstare

Julius‘’let’shearwhatshehastosayMarko,pleasegoonmiss’’

Soft‘’youcanarguethatFionawashavinganaffairwithJabu

whohappenedtobeherdaughter’s

boyfriend,andwhenJabugottiredofbetrayingMolemolike

thathetoldFionathatheisendingtheiraffairandheistelling

MoandLivthetruth,Fionapanicked,shecouldn’taffordtolose

herhusbandand

daughterandshekilledhimtoprotecthersecret’’

Marko‘’andhowwillweexplainhisfingerprintsonthegun’’I

seeSoftrollinghereyes

Soft‘’thatissimple,FionaandMowerehusbandandwife,both

theirgunsstayedinthesamesafewere

healsokeptconfidentialdocumentsabouthiscasessowhenhe

neededthedocumentsheusedto



touchthegunsthatishowhisfingerprintsendeduponthe

gun’’Ilookatherwithtotaladmiration

Vusi‘’thisisbrilliant,howthehelldidwenotthinkaboutthat

God’’

Marko‘’westillhavethedaughterandfactthatheistheone

whoappliedforthegraveside’’

Soft‘’sorrytosaythisbutforalawyerwhoissaidtobethe

best,yousurelyareslow.YousaidFionahas

beenlivingwithawomanwhoworksatthemortuaryright,so

wealsosaythattheyusedMolemo’s

identitytoapplyforthatgrave.Imeanfuneralhomeshave

accesstothesethings.Withregardsto

MercyIamnotsurehowtohandlethatone’’

Vusi‘’thisisjustperfect,wethrowinasomelawintothatandit

isbrilliant,IguaranteeyouMr.

Motaungyouarewalkingtheyhavenothingonyou’’Icouldn’t

takemyeyesoffSizakele

Julius‘’whatareyoustudying?’’

Soft‘’medicine’’

Julius‘’wrongcareermiss,youwouldmakeabadassdefense

lawyer,youshouldconsiderswitching’’he



says.Istandupandwalktowardsmywoman;Icupherfaceand

kissherpassionatelyonherlips.

Me‘’youjustgotmeoutofprisonmylove.Whatyoujustdid

formeSizakeleGodIwillworshipthe

groundthatyouwalkon,IliveforyoubabyyouaremyGoddo

youunderstandme’’shewasnowcrying

Soft‘’IloveyousomuchIwoulddoanythingforyouMo’’

Me‘’fuckIdon’tknowwhatgoodIdidtodeserveyouSoftbut

Godthankyou’’

G‘’marryheralready’’theyalllaugh

Vusi‘’thankyouSizayoujustmadeourjobeasynow,guyslets

goweneedtogoperfectthisstrategy’’

Theyallstandandpacktheirstaff

Me‘’Iwillbeoutsoonbecauseofyou,hangonokay?’’

Soft‘’Iambaby,onceyougetoutofherewetakingawell

deservedbaecation’’Ilaugh

Me‘’planitsolongbaby.Anddon’ttellanyoneaboutthis

strategyokay’’shenodsandkissesme

Soft‘’Iwillseeyoutomorrow’’Ismileather

Me‘’okay,Ggetmyqueenhome’’henodsandtheybothwalk

out



Vusi‘’okaythentomorrowitis’’

Me‘’staybehindabitplease’’JuliusandMarkowalkout

Vusi‘’everythingokay’’

Me‘’didyoudowhatIasked’’

Vusi‘’ohyessirIdid.Everythingyouownlegitimatelynow

belongstoSizaandOlivianow,exceptforthe

firmofcourse’’

Me‘’goodthankyou’’

Vusi‘’youwillbeoutofhere,firstdayatcourtyouwillwalk.

Sizacamethroughforyou’’

Me‘’sheisaQueenthatone,Iamblessed.ThankyouVusi’’

Vusi‘’itsokaysir’’

Me‘’nothankyoureally’’Iwon’tsayittohisfacebutIamglad

thathemessedupandledhetome.

OLIVIA

Ijustmetwiththegroupwewillbepayingfeesfor;theyhadto

signthecontractssowecanmakethe



fundsready,fortheirregistrationfeesandaccommodationsso

long.IamgladIamdoingthisreally,

theirstoriesareheartfeltandIaminspired,theyhaditbadbut

theymanagedtoraiseaboveitalland

performexceptionallytheyaresohumbleandverygratefuland

Ijustlovethemsomuch.Istayedwith

themforawhile,wehadlunchandgottoknowoneother,they

havesuchbigdreams.Theyleftmeand

Idecidedtohaveabottleofwinetodistractme,Imeanafter

myfatherwasdeniedbailandthat

sucked,kamonaSteveisstillnottalkingtomeIamworried,I

misshim,Iamjustamess.Speakofthe

devilhewalksintherestaurantwithsomegirlsandtheyare

laughing,Ifeltmyheartsinkintomy

stomach.OhboyNohedidn’t,howcouldhe,hesaidheloved

me,howcouldhemoveonsoquickly,I

knowIpushedhimawaybut.Icouldn’tstopbattlingwithmy

thoughtsandhewasinfrontofmewith

thisgirl,howdare,doeshewanttorubitinmyface.

Him‘’babe’’thismotherfuckerforrealrightnow



Me‘’hey,howareyou?’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iamokay,didn’ttellmeyouwillbenearmyofficetoday

couldhavejoinedyou’’areyouforreal

rightnowSteven,youhaven’tbeenansweringmycall,Isaythat

tomyself

Me‘’sorry,Iwasmeetingwithmybursaryrecipients,theyjust

left’’henods

Him‘’youwilltellmeaboutitlater,youcomingoverright’’Iam

confusedrightnow,whatishedoing

Me‘’okayIwillcallyou’’Isayandlookatthegirl

Him‘’ohwherearemymanners.BabethisisBluemycolleague

andfriend,ntwanathisisOliviamygirl’’

Her‘’finallyIseethewomanwhomakesmyboyrepent,sheis

beautifulhey,remindsmeofmymami’’

shesaysandIcantellthatheissolesbiannodoubt,relieve

floodsthroughme’’Ismilelikeagenuine

smileand

Me‘’nicetomeetyouBlue’’

Her‘’likewise,treatmyboyrightheiscrazyaboutyou’’shesays

andIknowhesharedourproblemwith

her



Me‘’Iamcrazyabouthimtoo’’IseeStevesmilelikearetard

Her‘’good,ntwanaletsgetlunchandgobackbeforedragon

ladydescendsonusforbeinglate’’henods

Him‘’babeIwishIcouldjoinyoubutineedtoheadbackto

work.Iloveyou’’IblushandIknewIhadto

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo,Iwillseeyoulater’’

Him‘’okaybeautiful’’hesayswithabeautifulsmile

Her‘’byeLiv’’hisfriendsays

Me‘’byeBlue’’ifhappinesswasapersonitcouldbemyman

rightnow.Hecomesandkissesmeonthe

lipsandwalksawaylikehehasjustwonthelotto,andImust

sayIfeelgoodtoohappy,free,inlove.

GuysthankyousomuchforthedataIreallyappreciateyou

really,youdidn’tcomplainyoudidn’tsay

anythingnastytomeforaskingthatfromyou,thankyouso

muchIreallyappreciateyoufromthe

bottomofmyheart.Iloveyouall

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER90(NOTEDTED)



SIZA

TosayIamrelievedwouldbeanunderstatementreally,Iam

supergratefultoGodforsayingMolemo

fromthis,IknowhekilledapersonbutIpromisetomakehima

betterman,hewillworshiphimand

neverdoubthisexistenceandpowernotevenforoneday,I

can’twaittohavehimhomewithme,this

timeIamnottakinganymomentwithforgranted,Iwillcherish

everylaughter,everytearandevery

fightsolongasitiswithhimIamhappyreally.IaskedGadafi

todropmeoffatmymother’splaceand

hedidn’tevenprotesttothat,infacthehadthewidestsmileon

hisfaceItellyou,hisexcitementis

visible,thiscrushhehasonNtombiisreallysomethingelse,I

decidetotoywithhim

Me‘’youseemexcitedtobetakingmehome,hopingtobump

intosomeone’’helaughs

Him‘’nothey,Iamjustgrantingmybrotherswomanherwish’’I



chuckle

Me‘’ohcome,webothknowyouarehopingtoseeaparticular

lady’’hesmilesandshakeshishead

Him‘’itwouldn’tbesuchabadideatoseehertwiceinoneday

especiallyafterthemorningwehad’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumean’’Iamnowcurioushelaughs

Him‘’nothingSiza,thanksforcomingthroughformybrother’’I

shakemyheadno

Me‘’ohnoyoudon’tgettochangethetopicIrefuse’’

Him‘’Idon’thavetochangethetopiccozwearehere’’Ilook

outsideandreallyweareinAlberton

outsidemymother’sgate,hepressestheintercomatthegate

anditslidesopenasecondlater

Me‘’trustmethisconversationisnotover’’

Him‘’ohyesitis’’hesayswithasmileandgotoutofthecar.I

followhim,wegetinandfindmymother

withNtombiintheloungewatchingsomeNigerianmovie,and

youshouldseeNtombi’sfacewhenher

eyeslandonGadafi

Me‘’sanibonani’’theygreetbackandGgreetsthemtoobefore

settlingonthesinglecouch



Ma‘’whatalovelysurpriseyoutwo’’Ismile

Me‘’Imissedyou,kodwapleaselowerthevolume’’

Ma‘’youhavestartedSizakele,youjustgothereandalready

youaremakingdemands’’

Me‘’Iamjustthinkingaboutyoureardrumsminathat’sall’’she

laughs

Ma‘’Ntombisthandwasamcouldyoupleasefixthemadrink’’

Her‘’okayma’’shesayslookingdown,sheisevenglowing

what’sgoingonlanaguys

Him‘’Ineedtomakeaquickcallpleaseexcuseme’’Ilaughand

mymotherclapsherhands.Theyboth

disappear

Me‘’tellmema,wherewasNtombithismorning’’

Ma‘’shewenttocleanGadafi’shousebabywhy’’

Me‘’ohnojustchecking,IthoughtIheardOliviasaysheis

meetingwiththebursaryrecipients’’

Ma‘’ohokaybuteverythingregardingherbursaryisset,she

justwenttowork’’InodcozImightknow

whathappened,theyslepttogether,thatiswhysheisglowing

likethisandheissmilinglikearetard



Me‘’howareyouthough,haven’tseenyouinawhile’’

Ma‘’Iamfinemybaby,angishouhlalaunendodaSizakele(you

arealwayswithyourman)’’Ilaugh

Me‘’haibomamacomeon’’shelaughs

Ma‘’Iwillalsofindmyselfasmallboytokeepmecompany,

whatdoyoucallthemkanje?’’

Me‘’amaBen10andIwouldkillhimmyself’’shelaughs

Ma‘’yourboyfriendisolderthanmebutIamkillinghim,leave

mebehaibo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’kahlesalkazi’’shelaughs

Ma‘’haveyouseenagrannylikemewena’’welaughandIsleep

onherlapandwatchthemoviewith

her,Ilovebeingsoclosewithmamamiguys

NTOMBI

IspentthewholedaythinkingaboutTebogo,Icouldn’teven

concentrateonanything,allIthoughtof

waswhathedidtomeearlierintheday,IamsogladthatI

didn’tlistentomyheadtellingmethatI



shouldn’tpursuehim,Iwantedmoreofearlier,Ineedtobewith

himandjusthavehimwraphisstrong

armsroundme,continuouslytellingmehowmuchhelovesme.

ThekingalwaystoldmethatIam

worthlessandIwouldneverfindanyonetolovemecozIam

damagedgoodsonlyhecaneverwantme

andIbelievedthat,maybeTebogoonlylovesmelikethiscozhe

doesn’tknowthetruth,butsoonashe

learnswhatthatfilthyoldmandidtome,hewillbedisgusted

andhewillleaveme,IlovehimandI

don’twanttolosehimbutIdon’twanttolosehim.Hewalksin

witSizakeleandmyheartisonfire,Iam

gladheishere,hiscolognefillstheroomsandIfeelpussy

pulsatingfromthememoryofourlove

makinginthemorning.IhavethissmileonmyfaceIcan’thide

thejoyIamfeelingeventhoughthe

truthofwhatthatoldmandidtomemighttakethisawayfrom

meIwillenjoyhavingthisexperience.

Mam’Lungileasksmetogopreparesomethingforthemto

drinkandIgothekitchen,asecondlaterI

feelhimbehindme,hisarmssnakingmywaist,Iblushandtake



hiscentinandenjoythesqueezehegivesme

Him‘’missedme?’’

Me‘’morethanyoucaneverimagine’’Ifeelhissmile

Him‘’goodcozImissedyoutoobaby’’Iblushandturntoface

him,hekissesmesopassionately

Me‘’stopsomeonemightwalkinonus’’

Him‘’Idon’tcareyouaremywomanmos’’Iblush

Me‘’Iknowbutthisisstillmam’Lungile’shouse’’hesighsand

stops

Him‘’comehomewithmethen’’Ilaugh

Me‘’andwherewillIsayIamdoing’’

Him‘’homewithmebaby’’

Me‘’Iamprettysureitdoesn’tworklikethatsthandwasam’’I

seehimblush

Him‘’butsheletsSizaandRazordotheirthing’’Isigh

Me‘’itmightnotseemsobutitiswaydifferentandifyouthink

aboutityouwillseethat’’

Him‘’whatdoesitnormallytakeinyourtraditiontogetyouto

sleepover’’Ilaugh



Me‘’normallytheyvisiteachotherduringthebuttraditionally

themanhadtopaylobola’’

Him‘’okayifthatisthecasemarrythen’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youareveryfunny’’Isaybuthisfacialexpressiondoesn’t

changeonebititscaresme

Him‘’IamnotjokingNtombi’’Iamshockedguyshelpmeplease

Me‘’kodwawehaven’tbeentogetherforlong,marriageisalife

timecommitment’’

Him‘’IknowthatandIknowIwanttocommittoyou’’

Me‘’ittakemorethanthattogetmarriedTebogo’’

Him‘’Iloveyou,youloveme,Ihavemoney,youcancook,you

arerespectfulandhumbleplusbonus

thecookiebetweenyourlegsiswarm,tightandjuicy,what

moredoweneedtohavetogetmarried’’I

laughthismaniscrazy

Me‘’whatwouldyouliketodrink’’hesighs

Him‘’comeonIamaskingyoutomarrymehereNtombi,Ihave

livedmylifealoneforlongandnow

thatIhaveyouIwannaspendeverymomentwithyoubaby’’I

sigh



Me‘’youknowwhatletushavethisconversationin6months

please’’

Him‘’ifyoupromisetosleepovertheentireweekend’’

Me‘’ohmyGod,IwillseewhatIcando’’hesmiles

Him‘’that’smygirl.Letmegobackbeforetheycomelooking

forus.Iloveyou’’Ismile

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo,youcrazyman’’

Him‘’crazyaboutyou’’hewinksthenexits.Thethoughtof

beingMrs.Phoolocrossesmymind

STEVE

Iwaschillingwatchingsoccerhighlightswhenhertextcame

through,shesaidshewillbehereinan

hour,Ithoughtshechangedhermindsoyoushouldseemy

excitementrightnow.Igotupquicklyfrom

thecouchandwenttothebedroom,Ichangedthebeddingand

putonsomefreshonesandtidiedup.I

movedtothebathroomthentheloungeandkitchen,itwasa

bitmessycozIwashavingamini



depressionthatshecausedbytheway.Imanagedtoshower

quicklyandoptedforsomeshortsandvest

andslippers,Icheckmywatchandsheisduein15minutes,soI

canbesupermanImanagedtodo

everythinginlessthananhour.IgotoUbereatsandorderus

somefood.Ireallyhopeshemeantwhat

shesaidtoblueaboutbeingcrazyaboutmetoo,youshould

havefeltmyheartbeatwhenshesaidI

loveyoutoo,Ineverthoughtthosewordswouldmovemelike

thatinmylife.Thefoodarrivesbefore

herandIamstartingtothinkthatshechangedhermindandI

won’tliethatstingsabit.Thereisaknock

onthedoorandIknowit’shercozonlysheknowsthepinto

thegatebesidesmyfriendsandmysister.

Shedoesn’twaitformetoopencozshecomesrightinand

comestotheloungeandsettlesnexttome,

shehasapaperbagoffoodinherhands.Shekissesmebefore

sayinganything

Her‘’IamsorryIamlatebaby,Iwenttogetusfoodfirst’’I

smile‘’



Me‘’itsokaylove,youareherenowandthat’sallthatmatters’’

IpullherinforahugandIfeelherhug

mebacktight

Her‘’IamsosorryforwhatIsaidtheotherdaybabeIamreally

sorry’’

Me‘’thankyoumybabyandIforgiveyouokay’’shenodsstillin

myarmsandmeinhers

Her‘’IhavebeenthroughalotStevenandIgothurtprettybad,

themanIthoughtlovedandsavedme

hurtmesobad,hehadanaffairwithmymotherandthatsent

mestraightbackintodepression,Ihavea

mentalproblem,Itendtobetheprisonerofmyownmind,butI

amfightingitandthereisprogress

rightnow.Idon’tknowifitwilleverhappenagainandhowbad

itcouldgetbutIamtellingyouthiscozI

knowitcangetprettybad,soifyouknowyouwon’tbeableto

handlemeatmyworstitsokaywecan

goourseparatewaysbeforeweinvestmorethanwealready

have.Iattendtherapywithmypsychiatrist

twiceaweekanditreallyhelpsalot.Iamtellingyouthis

becauseIloveyouandIwantyoutoknowthat



youareinlovewithawomanthathasbaggageandisdealing

withalot,behindthisprettysmilethereis

alotofpainbutthedifferencerightnowisIamdealingwithit,

Iamnolongerpretendingtobeokay.All

Iaskispleaselovemehonestlyandtalkmeaboutstaff,Iknow

talkingismyweakpoint,Iamkindofa

losescrewIjumpintoconclusionandIwillgocrazyonyou

mosttimeswithoutbeingawareofthefacts

andonceyouexplainIwillfeellikeashittypersonthencryfor

beingwrongandendupmakingyoufeel

badformecryingthenyouwillapologizetimeyoudidnothing

wrongIamjustcrazy.Iamnotperfect

butIamreal,plusIwillgiveyoucutebabies’’Iamlaughingand

admiringherrightnow,shejustpoured

hersoulouttomeandfoundawaytomakemelaugh,myvest

issoakingwetwithhertears,Ibreakthe

hugandwipehertears

Me‘’thankyouforbeingvulnerableandlettingmein.Iloveyou

too’’sheblushes

Her‘’youdidherethelastpartofmyspeechright’’Ilaughloud,

thisoneisreallycrazy



Me‘’IdidbabyandIstillloveyouregardless’’

Her‘’good,nowthatthesoppystoriesareoverletmegodish

upforus’’

Me‘’okayIalsogotusribsandwings’’

Her‘’youarethebestboyfriendever’’Ismile

Me‘’Iknowright’’

Her‘’noloveskaphapha(don’tbeforward)’’Ichuckle,itis

goingtobesuchabeautifuljourneywithher

Me‘’pleasebringmeabeerlove’’Ishoutloudenoughsoshe

canhearmesincesheisinthekitche

Her‘’no,Ibroughtusginandsometonicwatercheckinmy

overnightbag’’yessheissleepingover

Me‘’youaresuchanalcoholic’’

Her‘’khethilekhethile’’Iburstoutlaughingandfindmyself

puttingherpictureonmywhatsAppstatus.

MERCY

MymotherandIaresittingintheloungewatchingsome

fashionandtravelshowonTV,Ihavebeen



havingmixedemotionsaboutallofthis,IthinkIwanttostop

thiswholething,Olivia’swordsreallyhit

home,IhadalottothinkaboutandIdon’tthinkIwantto

betraymyfatherlikethis.

Her‘’Mookieareyoulistening’’

Me‘’uhmsorrymommywhatdidyousay’’

Her‘’IjustgotatextfromdetectiveMoloiandtheprosecutor

gotmemyidentityback’’Igiveherafaint

smileandnarrowshereyes

Me‘’thatisgoodnews’’shesighs

Her‘’talktomebabygirlwhat’swrong’’

Me‘’Idon’tthinkIcandothistodadma,hedoesn’tdeserveall

ofthis’’shesighs

Her‘’ofcoursehedoes,wherewashewhenyouweresuffering

withnostafftohelparoundthehouse,

whenhetookyourblackcardandreplaceditwiththatnormal

card,whenhegaveOliviaallthe

attentioninsteadofyou’’Isigh

Me‘’Ithinkweshouldreconsidermegettingonthatstand’’



Her‘’dammitmanMercygrowthefuckup,thisiswhyhewill

nevertakeyouseriously,youareweak,

youcan’tfinishwhatyoustarted,doyouthinkifthiswasOlivia

shewouldhavegivenup,shewouldn’t

haveshewouldhavedoneasshehadplannedbutyouNo.and

youwonderwhythatboyleftyou,you

couldn’tkeephimbecauseyoudon’tlikefinishingwhatyou

started,manthefuckup’’ohmyGodwhyis

shesayingallofthis,Icouldn’tcontainmytears

Me‘’momwhyareyoubeingsorude’’shesighsandcomestosit

nexttome

Her‘’IloveyouMookieandIwantyoutobestrongand

independent,Iwon’tliveforeverandIwantyou

tobeabletosurvivewithoutme,Oliviacamehereyesterday

becauseRazortoldherto,theyhavebeen

awaynotthinkingoffiningyoubutsoonashegetsarrested

theyknowouraddress,don’tyouseehe

knowsyouhaveallthepowerthatiswhyhesenthisfavoriteto

comeandmanipulateyouandmake

youthinkthatIamthebadguyhere,showhisthatyouare

capableofstandingbyyourdecision’’she



saysandIsigh

Me‘’okay’’

Her‘’thatismybabygirlmommylovesyousomuchmy

Mookie’’Igiveherafaintsmilebutmyheartis

stillheavyIstilldon’twanttocontinuewithallofthis.

Me‘’loveyoutoo’’

Her‘’noMookie,sayitrightortheysayitatallbaby’’

Me‘’sorry,Iloveyoutooma’’

Her‘’that’sbetter’’

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS
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NARRATED

Itbeen3dayssincethecourtproceedingsandthecourtheard

differenttestimoniesfromthewitnesses,

theyallpaintedRazortobethebadguyanditwassafetosay

thattheprosecutionwasrejoicing,but

thedefensewasnottooscaredbecausetheyhadtrustintheir



strategyandbelievedthattheir

comebackwillnotbeanticipatedbytheprosecutors.The

courtroomwasfilledwithmembersofthe

media,Jabu’sfamilymembers,otherinterestedmembersofthe

publicandofcourseRazorswoman,

daughterwhocamewithSteveandGadafiwhowassitting

betweenNtombiandLungile.Todaywasthe

daywhereMercyandFionaweregoingtobecrossexaminedby

Razorslawyer,Vusi,everyonecouldsee

thatshewaspanickingnexttohermotherwhowascryingthe

entiretime,playingthevictim,aftershe

toldthecourtthatRazortriedtokillherthepublichasbeen

sympathizingwithherandMercyand

condemningRazor,ithasbeenahardfewdaysforLivandSiza

asthesocialmediastreetsarehavinga

fielddaywiththem,blacktwitterhasnomercy.Thecourtwent

toa30minutesrecessandtheyarenow

backincourt

Voice‘’allrise,theprecedingofficer,JudgeJoelKemp’’everyone

inthecourtstoodupasthetoughest



judgeinSAwalkedin,hewasknowntobefairestrulerwhowas

anononsensetaker

Judge‘’thankyou,youmayallbesited’’everyonetooktheirsits

Judge‘’sotodaythedefensewillbecrossexaminingthestates

twokeywitnesses,correctMr.Khumalo’’

Vusi‘’thatiscorrectmyLord,butwehumblyaskthecourtthat

itallowsustocallonotherwitnesses

shouldweseefitfortheproceedings’’

Judge‘’Idon’tseewhynot,Mr.Gordonareyouokaywiththeir

request?’’

Prosecutor‘’yesmyLord,theprosecutionisokaywiththe

defensesrequest’’

Judge‘’withthatsaidwemayproceed,Mr.Khumaloyoumay

callyourwitness’’

Vusi‘’asthecourtpleases,thedefensewillliketocalltothe

standMs.MercyMotaung’’thepanicking

Mercygotupfromthechairandwenttositinthewitnessboth,

theysworeherin

Vusi‘’GoodmorningMissMotaung’’

Mercy‘’hello’’

Vusi‘’canyoupleasetellthecourtwhatyourrelationshipis



withtheaccused’’

Mercy‘’uhmheismyfather’’

Vusi‘’okaythankyou,beforewegodeeperIwanttoremindyou

thatyouareunderoathandthat

perjuryisaseriousoffence’’

Mercy‘’Iamaware’’Vusismiled

Vusi‘’greatthen,Mercywhydidyouseeyourfatherkillthe

victimMr.JabulaniRadebe’’

Mercy‘’noIdidnot’’

Vusi‘’sohowdidyougettotheconclusionthathedidit’’

Mercy‘’uhm,I,IknowthekindofmanmyfatherisandIknow

thatheiscapableofthis’’

Vusi‘’soyourfatherisabadman,isthatwhatyouaresaying’’

Mercy‘’yes’’shesayslookingdown

Vusi‘’pleasetellthecourthowyourrelationshipwaswithyour

fatherayearago’’

Mercy‘’wewereongoodterms’’

Vusi‘’andhewasnotabadmanthen,sowhatchanged’’

Mercy‘’Irealizedthathehasgonetoofarwithgettingaway

witheverythingJabu’sfamilyneededcloser



andIhadtogivethemthat’’Vusinods

Vusi‘’hownobleofyou.MissMotaungisittruethatyourfather

cutoffyourallowanceby50% andtook

awaymostofyourprivileges?’’sheblinkedafewtime

Mercy‘’Idon’tseehowthisisrelevant’’

Vusi‘’answerthequestionplease’’

Mercy‘’thatiscorrect’’

Vusi‘’whydidhesaythereasonforthatwas’’

Mercy‘’hesaidthathewantedmetogobacktoschoolorstart

abusinesssothatIcansecureabetter

future’’

Vusi‘’somethinganylovingfatherwoulddo,howdidyoutake

allofthis’’

Mercy‘’Iwasmadathim,lividforthatmatter,Ididn’twantto

gotoschool,Ididn’twanttostarta

business,IhatedthefactthattheywantedmetobelikeOlivia,

hisbeloveddaughter’’

Vusi‘’nowthereisthetruth,youwerelivid,madatyourfather

fordoingthattoyou,youtriedpleading

withhimtonotexpectyoutoturnoutlikeasisteryoubegged



himtonotbeconcernedaboutyour

futureandwhenhedidn’tbudgethatiswhenyoudecidedthat

youwillmakehimpay,youdecidedthat

youwillteamupwithyourmothertoteamuptotakemyclient

downbyframinghimforamurderhe

didn’tcommitcorrect’’

Mercy‘’whatyouaresayingisnottrue,hedidithekilledhim’’

shesaidshouting

Vusi‘’noMissMotaungyourproblemisthatyouarespoiltrich

kidwhohasnovalueforanythingbut

money,powerandthegoodlifeandwhenyourfathertriedto

showyouthecorrectpathyourefusedit

andconspiredwithyourmothertotakehimdownandthen

acquirehiswealth’’

Mercy‘’youarewrong,thatisnottrue’’shewasnowcrying

Vusi‘’youarealiarMissMotaung,youareonlypaintingyour

fatherblackbecauseforthefirsttimein

yourlifeherefusedyousomethingandhehasneverdonethat

toyoubefore’’

Mercy‘’ohmyGod,Iamnotthebadguyheremyfatheris’’Vusi

laughed



Vusi‘’ifyoubelievethat,Nofurtherquestionsforthiswitness

myLord’’hewenttotakehissitand

Mercywascryingasshewentbacktotakehersit,thewas

nothingthedefensecoulddo,allthey

neededtodowastoshowthatMercyhadagrudgeagainsther

fatherandshewasdoingthistogetback

athimandhedidthatverywell,coztheprosecutionwasnow

shakenthattheirkeywitnesswas

shreddedtopiecesandhetestimonyofherfather’scharacter

wasoutofthedoor

Prosecutor‘’yourhonorwerequesta5minutesrecessplease’’

Judge‘’Mr.Khumalo?’’

Vusi‘’noproblemmyLord’’

Judge‘’noproblem,sessionwillresumeat11:40’’hestoodup

andwenttothechambers,andVusi

madehiswaytoRazorwhohadhisheadburiedinhishands

Vusi‘’Mr.Motaungrelaxeverythingisdoingwee,thejudgecan

seethatMercyisnotacredible

witness’’hesighs

Razor‘’Iknow,butsheisstillmydaughterandseeinghercry

stillbreaksmyheart,eventhoughsheis



standingthereimplicatingmesheisstillmybabyandIlove

her’’

Vusi‘’Iamsorrysir’’hejustnodsandtheydiscussforawhile

andthesessionisbackagain.

theprosecutionseemsedgyandthelooksontheirfaces

satisfiesthedefense

Vusi‘’mylordthedefensewillliketocalltheirnextwitnessto

thestand,Mrs.FionaMotaung’’she

standsuplookinglikeabrokenwomanbusywipinghertears.

Sheissworninandshetakeshersit

Vusi‘’helloma’am’’

Fiona‘’hello’’

Vusi‘’Iwillnotwaistthecourtstime,soyourecentlygotten

youridentitybackafterusingafalsename

formorethantwoyears’’

Fiona‘’thatiscorrect’’

Vusi‘’whohelpedyouwiththat’’

Fiona‘’detectiveMoloiandtheprosecution’’

Vusi‘’Isee,andwhydidyoudisappearforsolongandevenuse



afalseidentity’’

Fiona‘’Ihadtostayawaycozmyhusbandtheaccusedtriedto

killmeandhethoughthedid,he

registeredmydeathandIhadtofindanewidentitytobeable

tosurvive’’

Vusi‘’andwhydidyourhusbandtrytokillyouma’am?’’

Fiona‘’wefoundoutthatJabuwascheatingonourdaughter

OliviaandRazorwaslivid,hetookthegun

andwenttotheapartmentheboughtJabuandkilledhim

becausehedidn’twantOliviatofindoutand

fallintoanotherdepression,Ifollowedhimadbeggedhimnot

to,butwhenwegottherehedidandI

justcouldn’tItriedtocallthecopsbutthatiswherehelostit

andsaidIambetrayinghim,hetortured

meawhileandIlostconsciousandthatiswherehethoughtI

died,sohethrewmeinthealleydown

townJohannesburg’’Vusilaughed

Vusi‘’whatasloppyjob,butwhydidn’thejustshootyoulikehe

didJabuandburyyoutooratherthat

takingallthatrisk’’

Fiona‘’youwillhavetoaskhimthat’’



Vusi‘’fairenough,soMrs.Motaung,wheredidyouendup’’

Fiona‘’luckilyawomanfoundmeandshehelpedmebackto

health’’

Vusi‘’thewomanreferredtoisaMissKekeletsoRantoa

correct?’’

Fiona‘’yesthatiscorrect’’

Vusi‘’whatdoesshedooraliving’’

Prosecutor‘’objectionmylord,relevance’’

Judge‘’Mr.Khumalo,areyougoinganywherewiththislineof

questioning’’

Vusi‘’yesmyLord,Ijustneedthecourtspatience’’

Judge‘’objectionoverruled,let’sgivehimsometime’’

Vusi‘’soMrs.Motaungcanyoupleaseanswerthequestion’’

Fiona‘’kekeworksatamortuary’’

Vusi‘’okaythanks.Mrs.Motaungwereyouhavingasexual

relationshipwiththevictimwhohappened

tobeyourdaughterOlivia’sboyfriendatthetime?’’shegasp

forairtotallyshocked,shedidn’t

anticipatethisshethoughtRazorwilltellthemtoburysinceit

willbeseenasreasonenoughtokillJabu



Fiona‘’uhmwhatuhmofcoursenotwhatkindofmotherdo

youthinkIam’’Vusilaughs

Vusi‘’Mrs.Motaungpleaserememberthatyouareunderoath

here’’

Fiona‘’IdidnothaveanaffairwithJabu’’

Vusi‘’okaythen,myLordthedefensewillliketointroducenew

evidenceintheformofacctvfootage

weensuredthatitisindeedlegitbutweareopentoallowing

theprosecutiontotakeittotheforensics

toconfirmthis’’

Judge‘’Iwillallow’’Vusipressedplayandpausedat1secondon

Fionaandzoomed

Vusi‘’ma’amwhoisthat’’shelooksdownandstartstopanic,

sheswallowedhersalivaandlookedat

RazorthenOlivia

Fiona‘’itwouldappeartobeme’’

Vusi‘’Iguaranteethatitisindeedyou’’heplayedthevideoand

itwasherandJabukissingoutsidehis

apartment,theyweretoointenseanditshowedFiona

unbuttoningJabu’sshirtandtouchinghisprivate

partthentheydisappearintohisroom.Theshameshehadon



herface,shedidn’texpectthisatall,and

theprosecutorhadhisheadburiedinhishandsmadashellat

Fionafornotdisclosingthisaffair

Vusi‘’thisfootageprovesthatyouarelyingma’am,youdidhave

anaffairwithyourdaughter’s

boyfriend,andhegottiredofitandhewantedtotellMr.

Motaungthetruth,youcouldn’triskthatso

thenextbestthingwastotakeyourgunandshoothimdead,

wenttoyourfriendMsKekeletsowho

worksatthefuneralhometohelpyouburryhimlegallyatthe

cemeteryandusedmyclientsidentityto

bookthatgravesoitwillallleadtohim.Youdisappearedfor

almost3yearsandresurfacedtoconspire

withDetectiveMoloitoframemyclientafterhefailed

numeroustimestoconvictmyhimonfalse

chargeshereliedonthefingerprintsmyclientsleftonyourgun

becausethebothofyousharedasafe

withdocumentsandhewouldoccasionallytouchyourgun

tryingtoaccessdocumentsinthatsafe,thesamedetectivealso

failedtomakeitknowntothecourtthatthemurderweapon

wasregisteredtoyou



andthatyourfingerprintswerealsofoundonthegun,because

hewastryingtomanipulatethelawinto

convictinganinnocentmanjustforhispersonalagenda.He

promisedyouyouridentityandyou

promisedhimmyclient,youwantedhimtorotinprisonsothat

youcandivorcehimandget50% ofhis

assetsandboyyoudidcozjustyesterdaymyclientandI

receiveddivorcepapersfromyourlawyer’’

everyoneincourtwasshockedandthatwasenoughtoshut

Fionaup,eventheprosecutionhadno

comebackforthat,everyonewasjustshocked

Vusi‘’thedefenserestsmyLord’’

Judge‘’Mr.Gordondoestheprosecutionwishtosayanything

more’’

Prosecutor‘’nomyLord’’hesaidwithsomuchshameinhis

voice

Judge‘’Iwillnotwasteanymoretimewiththiscaseandwaste

moreofthestatesresources,the

prosecutionfailedtoprovebeyondreasonabledoubtthatthe

accuseddidinfactcommitthecrimeof

firstdegreemurder.TheircasewasfilledwithsomuchholesI



foundhardtofillupandIamashamed

thattheprosecutioncametocourtandpresentedsuchacase

withoutconcretefactsandevidence,as

forthedetectivewhoinvestigatedthecaseIhopethatthe

ministerofpoliceorwhoeverdoeshisjob.

ThiscasehastobesolvedandIthinkfromsomeofthe

evidencethedefenseshowedanewdirection

canbetaken.Mr.Motaungthecourtwouldliketoapologize

sincerelyforwastingyourtimeandputting

youandyourfamilythroughtheemotionaltraumathiscase

caused.Mr.Motaungpleasestand’’

Razorgetsuplookinglikethefinegentlemanheis

Judge‘’thiscourtfindsyounotguiltyonthechargeofmurder

infirstdegree’’hehithisgaveland

everyonestoodupasheleftthecourtroom.Razorlookedback

athiswomanandLivandmouthed‘Iloveyou’tothem,they

wereholdinghandscrying.

Mercywasthefirstoutthedoorwithhermother

following,reporterswerefollowingthemwantingtohavea

comment,Fionawasstoppedbythedoorby



thepolice

Cop‘’FionaMotaungyourareunderarrestforthemurderof

JabulaniRadebe’’theycontinuedreading

herrightsandshecouldn’tdoanythingbutcry,fullofregret

shewaswishingthatsheneverpursued

this,shewishesshestayedawayandletRazorbe.Theytook

herawayandMercycouldn’tbelieveher

liferightnow,shemanagedtogettohercaranddroveaway

fullofregretsandhateforhermother.On

theothersideOlivia,SizaandGadafiwerewaitingonRazorto

bereleased,theywerejustprocessinghis

paperandhewillbeafreeman.Afterafewminuteshe

appearedandOliviarantohimandtheyhugged

sotight

Liv‘’Iamgladyouareoutdaddy,Iloveyousomuch’’shesays

cryingandRazorjustsmiles

Razor‘’IamgladIamoutIloveyoutoomybaby’’theyhugged

forawhileandhehuggedalltheothers

untilhelandedhiseyesonthecryingSizakelebeingcomforted

byhermother

Razor‘’guysletmegosayhitomygirl’’hesaidwithasmileand



walkedtoher‘’LungilecanI’’Shenods

andhetakesSizaandhugsher,sheletsoutallheremotions

outandcriestohischesttillshecomes

down,

Razor‘’heybaby,Iamherenow,Iamsorryokay,Iamhere.I

won’tdothistoyouagainIpromise’’

Siza‘’Imissedyou’’hesmiles

Razor‘’Iknowyoudomylove,andImissyoumore’’shesmiles

andhewipeshertearsandshewipeshis

Siza‘’let’sgetyouhome,needtofeedyou’’

Razor‘’Iknowtheyaregoingtoinsistofgoinghomewithus

andIwon’tstopthem,butwhenwegetto

thehousecanwetakecareofmyhungerdowntherefirst,Iam

dyingtobeinsideyourightnow’’he

whisperstoherandshegiggles

Liv‘’okayokaywegetityoutoocanwegonow’’theyalllaugh

andRazornoticesOliviaandSteve

holdinghands,helooksatthemandnarrowshiseyesbut

decidestosaynothing.Theyallgotothecars

anddrivetoRazorshousetohavealittlecelebration.



SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER92(NOTEDITED)

RAZOR

HereIamlookingatthesepeoplewhoareinmycornerand

wereneverashamedandafraidtobecalled

outbecauseofme,ifthisisnotblessingsthenIdon’tknow

whatitis,wegothomeandtheladies

managedtocookupsomethingrealquickcozhereweareinmy

diningtablehavingamealtogether

celebrating,Ishouldbe100% herebutmymindkeepsgoing

backtoMercy,wonderingifsheisokay

wheresheis,IknowshebetrayedmebutsheismychildandI

havelearntthatnomatterwhatyour

childrendotohurtyouthewillalwaysbeaplaceinyourheart

thatlovesthemunconditionally,Iwish

shecanjustcomeandapologizesincerelysowemovefromthis.

Iamhearinglaughteracrossthetable

andIhavethemostbeautiful,smartandhumblewoman,who

willdoanythingforme,wholovesme



morethanIcaneverimagine,mybabygirlishappyIcansee

thatfromthesmilethathasbeen

plasteredacrossherface,thisboymustreallymakeherhappy,

allIcanwishforisthattheytreateach

othergood,Iwouldn’twanttoseeherbackinthatstateof

mindagain.IamholdingSoft’shandandI

neverwanttoletgo.Iclearmythroataskingfortheirattention

andIgetit,theyalllookatme

Me‘’canweallpleaseraiseourglasses’’theysmileanddoasI

say

Me‘’firstlyIwanttothankallofyouforthesupportyou

showedmethroughthistryingtime,ithas

reallybeenchallenging,buthonestlyInowknowfullywhoisin

mycornerforreal,mybabygirlLivyou

havegrownupsomuch,youaremyprincessandIamproudof

thewomanyouhavebecome,you

showedgreatstrengthandIhavenewlyfoundrespectforyou,

MybrotherG,Iknoweveninmydarkest

timeIhaveyouandthatyouwillfighttoothandnailformeand

thoseIholddearly,Iwoulddieforyou



cozIknowyouwoulddothesameforme,thankyouman’’

everyonewassmilingandGadafistoodup

andwesharedahug,thisrighthereismyday1theworldmight

turnonmebutIknowhewillnever.I

lookatmybabyandIjustcan’thelpbutflashhersmileandshe

blushes,yepmydimplesstillhavethat

effectonher

Me‘’Soft’’Isaysolowandshelooksatmestraightintheeye’’

Her‘’sthandwasam’’thatZuluaccentmanittendstogo

straighttomypants

Me‘’Idon’tknowtheingredientsGodusedtomakeyoubutI

sureknowthatitwasnotyourstandard

clayandpaint,babyfromthefirstdayIlaidtheseeyesonyou,I

knewIwasselfishforwantingyouallto

myselfandIwon’tliewhenyoufellformetoo,theworldwas

okay,Ineverknewalovesopurealove

soselflessalovethatcontinuesgivewithoutexpecting

anythinginreturn,youlovemeSizakeleandthat

issomethingthatchangedthemanIusedtobetothisman

thatwantstogiveyoutheworld,youare

perfectandnoonewilltellmeotherwise,ithasbeenthemost



beautiful2yearsofmylife,Iloveyou

babyandIkniwthismightnotbehowyouenvisionedmedoing

thisbutIhonestlydon’twanttowaste

anymoretime,thisexperienceopenedmyeyesandIknewI

neededdamnIwanttodothislifething

foreverwithyouandnooneelse’’Igodownononekneeand

herhandsmovetohermouth

involuntarilyandthosetearsformandIjustflashmysmileand

retrievetheboxfrommypocketand

openit,revilingtheplatinum2,90Ctroundcutdiamondsplit

shankengagementhaloring

Her‘’ohmyGod,baby’’sheletshertearsfall

Me‘’IamfarfromperfectbutwithyouIknowIdon’thavetobe,

youappreciateallmyimperfections

andflawsandyoulovethem,babythewayyouloveme

humblesme,Iamsometimesleftshockedasto

howonepersoncanbesoamazing,Iamblessedtohavebeen

theonetohaveyouandforthatmyIwill

laymyworldatyourfeetandIwillgiveyoueverythingwhich

youdesire,youknowwhenitcomesto

youbabyIcantalkthewholedaywhichIamdoingnow,Iam



mumblingandIamsorrythiswassuppose

tobeshortcozthesettingonit’sownisnotwhatIwantedor

whatyoumighthaveenvisoned’’

Her‘’baby’’

Me‘’mylove’’

Her‘’youwerenotmumblingbutnowyouare,stopandaskme

already’’everyoneburstoutlaughing

Me‘’Siza,Softwaka,motherofmyboys,willyoumybaby

pleasemakemethehappiestmaninthe

worldandgivemetheprivilegeofbeingyourhusband’’she

smilesandattacksmewithakiss

Her‘’IloveyouMolemo,IlovesomuchandIwouldlovenothing

morethantobeyourwifebaby’’she

sayswithsomyexcitement,smilingbetweentears,Islidthe

ringonherfingerandIstandupandwe

sharethepassionatekissyet.

Liv‘’ohmyGoddaddy,congratulationsguys’’shesayshugging

us

Me‘’thankyoumybaby’’

Liv‘’canIseethatrockplease’’Softsmilesandgivesherhand



Me‘’it’sbeautiful,perfectformyqueen’’

Liv‘’itiseverything,buthowdidyougetyourhandsonaring

cozyouwerelockedup’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ihavemyways’’everyoneelsecomestocongratulateus

andit’sminifestivities,Ilovehowshe

can’tgethereyesoffherrock,Ilookslikeitwasmadeforher

finger,butIamcustommakingher

weddingring,Idon’twantanyoneelsehavingit

Lungile‘’thankyouformakinganhonestwomanoutofmy

daughterMotaung’’

Me‘’thankyouforgivingbirthtothisamazingsoul,onedayI

willcelebrateyouinstyle’’

Lungile‘’Iwillsurelybewaitingforthat’’

Me‘’andIwillbesendingalettertomorrow,whodoIsenditto’’

shesighs

Lungile‘’ithasonlyeverbeenme,IwilltalktoMaNtuli,andI

willgetbacktoyou’’

Me‘’thankyou’’

Liv‘’ohthisisgoingtobeweddingoftheentirehuman

existence,Ialreadyhaveafewideas’’

Me‘’Oliviathisisnotyourwedding’’



Liv‘’ouch’’wealllaugh

Ntombi‘’SizacanIbethecatererplease’’

Her‘’youdon’tevenhavetoaskbabe’’

G‘’inthatcase,Iwillstarvemyselffortheentiremonthbefore

theweddingcozIdon’twantmytaste

budsmessedup’’welaughandNtombiblushes,thelookonmy

brothersfacehasmenarrowingmy

eyesandSoftpokesmeandIlookatherwithasmile

Her‘’Ithinktheyarelowkeyinarelationship’’shewhispers

Me‘’thenwhyaretheyhiding,theyshouldembracetheirlove’’

Her‘’let’sgivethemtimebaby’’Inod

Liv‘’whatareyoutoowhisperingabout’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’babygirlIamhavingamomentherewithmyfiancé,leave

usaloneandwhisperwithyour

boyfriend’’shelaughs

Liv‘’ohsoyouareawarethatIamherewithmyboyfriend’’

Me‘’Iam,butnotthatyoucaredtointroduceus’’

Liv‘’todayit’saboutSizaandyou,justknowhisnameisSteve,

wewillvisitsoonandIwillintroducehim



andthedaywillbeaboutmeandhim’’

Me‘’welcometomyhomeSteveandallIcouldsayandgood

luck,youwillsurelyhaveyourhandsfull’’

Steve‘’thankyousir,Iamalreadyapplyingforextrahandscoz

thesepoorpairisfullofheralready’’I

laughandOliviahitshimwithherelbowplayfully

Liv‘’youdon’tgettothrowyourowngirlfriendunderthebus

baby’’

Steve‘’IamalreadytryingtonegotiatehalfpriceLobolahere,

youareabusivebaby’’Ilaughagain,Ilike

thisone,buthewillneverknowthis.Theycontinuewiththeir

banterandIwhispertomybaby

Me‘’pleasegoupstairs,Ijustwantaquickiebaby’’shelaughs

SIZA

Ididn’twaittohavehimaskmetwice,Igotupandascended

thestairs,evenbeforeIcouldclosethe

bedroomdoorhewasalreadybehindme,heturnedmearound

andpinnedmetothewall,hishands



cuppingmyface,hislipssmashingminehungrily,ourtongues

playingtogetherasone,imanageto

unbuttonhisshirtexposinghisabsandthetattooofmyface,

hiskissesmovefrommylipstomyneck,I

tiltmyheadbackgivinghimfullaccessandhelicksmyexposed

necksendingwavesdownmyspine,he

picksmeupandIwrapmylegsaroundhiswaistandhestands

grindinghisbodyonmine,Ifeelhis

erectionpokingmeandIletoutasoftmoan,thewallis

balancingmeandhisonehandisonmyassand

hemovestheotheronetomypantyandIamalreadysoaking

wet,IhearhimhissandIknowheis

pleasedthatIamsoreadyforhim.Hemovesmythongtoone

sideandinsertsafingerandheadds

anotheroneleavingmegoingcrazywantingtherealthing

Me‘’ohbabyahhhhh’’

Him‘’youaresoreadyforme’’

Me‘’thentakemebabyplease’’Isaywhiletakinginthepleasure

ofhimfingers

Him‘’tellmewhatyouwantmetodotoyouSoft’’



Me‘’Ionlyjustwanttofeelallofyouinsideofmerightnow

babyplease’’hegroans

Him‘’ohfuckSoft’’hemovesmetothebedandplacesmethe

gentlyandtakeshisclothesoffinrecord

time,heisinhisbirthdaysuitandhisspearfirmandstrong,he

comesontopofmeandremovesmy

dressleavingmeinalacybraandthong,hegotoneboobout

andstartedsuckingonitandtheother

onesoftlymassagingtheotherboob,Iopenmylegswider

makinghissparemeetmywetpuna

Him‘’fuck,shit,ohmybabyfuck’’thatwasallIneededtodoto

gethimtoremovemybraand

underwearinaspeedoflight,wearenowbothnakedandhe

looksatmedeepinmyeyesandIdon’t

shyaway,Ifeelhismanhoodrubbingmyentrance,mytoesare

curled,heinsertsthetip

Me‘’ahhhh’’Isayarchingmyback

Him‘’lookatmebaby,lookatmemakelovetoyou’’Iopenmy

eyesandhesmiles,hetakesthepillow

andputsitundermywaist,herubshimselfagainonmy

entrance



Me‘’ohbabyplease’’andwiththatheslidesitin,slowly

Him‘’ohSoftbaby,youaresotightandwarm,neverrefuseme

makelovetoyouokay,alwaysallow

yourhusbandtoworshipthisbodyokay’’

Me‘’thisisyourbodybaby,howeveryouwishtohaveit,Iwill

neverdenyyou’’IsayandItseemslike

thatwaswhathewantedtohear,cozhisthrustsweregoing

deeperanddeeper,theyareequaland

even,heiskeepinghisstrokerhythmatabalancesohedoesn’t

messupmybuildup,Ifeelitcoming

thepleasureisbuildingupandItisintense

Him‘’comeforyoumanbaby,givemeyourpleasuremylove’’he

saysgoingonandon

Me‘’ohMobabyIloveyouohbabyyesss,ohmyloveyesss,

ahhhhhhMobabyyespleasebabyIlove

you’’IsayandIjustexplode,IsquirtandIfeelthewetnessall

overus,hedoesn’tstopandhekeeps

goingthroughmyorgasmmakingmescreamhisnamelouder.I

don’tknowhowbuthemanagestoflip

meandheisnowtakingmefromtheback,hekeepsspanking

meanditfeelssodamngood,hedoesin



deeperandIfeelitcomingagain.

Me‘’ohbabyIamgoingtocomeagain’’

Him‘’metoomylove,cumwithmebaby,givememyreward

andIwillgiveyouyours’’likeacommand

Iobeyandexplodeandhedoesthesamecozheissqueezingmy

asssotightandIfeelhimreleasehis

loaddeepinsideofme,thenhecollapsesnexttomeandkisses

myforehead

Me‘’thatwasamazingbaby,Iloveyou’’hesmiles

Him‘’Imissedyouandlikealwaysyouneverdisappointme.I

loveyouMrs.Motaungtobe’’Ismile

Me‘’thatsoundslikeadream,Iamsotired’’Isayinalowvoice

Him‘’Iwillgogetridofourgueststhen,sowecanplaysome

more’’Igiggleandhestandsup

DETECTIVEMOLOI

Damnhegotoffonceagain,Idon’tknowifIshouldsaythe

justicesystemisfallingusagain,orblame

theprosecutionormaybethatdamnwomanFiona,this



convictionwasgoingtobebigformycareerbut

thatmotherfuckerwononcemore,Prosecutorswon’twantto

workwithmeafterwhathappened,as

muchasIblametheothersIamalsopartlytoblame,butthey

weresupposetoperfecttheirbiglaw

terminologiesandhewouldhavebeenlockedupforgood.He

mighthavewonthisround,butthebattle

isnotyetover,hewillknowmwwell,Iwillstartfishingaround

andIwillfindsomething,andthistime

hewillpayforeverything,Ihearcommotionoutsidemyoffice,

andthecaptainwalksin

Me‘’sir,welcome’’

Him‘’nothereforpleasantries.WhatthefuckdidyoudoMoloi’’

Me‘’IamconfusedCaptain’’

Him‘’doyouhaveanyideawhatyoudidtothereputationand

credibilityofthisstation’’

Me‘’ItakeitwearetalkingabouttheMotaungcasehere’’

Him‘’yesIam,didn’tIwarnyoutoletgoofthisMotaungissue’’

Me‘’heisacriminalandmyjobistochasecriminals’’



Him‘’Idon’twanttobelievethatyouhavesuddenlybecome

stupid’’

Me‘’youaremybossyesbutIwillnottakeinsultsfromyou’’he

laughs

Him‘’yesyouareindeedcrazy,doyouthinkyoucantakedown

Motaunghuh,manlikethatare

untouchable,richpeoplegetawaywitheverything,youshould

havelearntthat,eveniftheyfoundhim

guiltythegovernmentwouldhaveintervenedforalighter

sentence,themangivesmoneyto

governmentdepartmentsthatarestruggling,heishelpingthe

staterunthecountrysodoyouthink

theywouldlockuptheircashcow,don’tbestupid,youhave

beenintheforceforalongtimeyou

shouldknowthis’’

Me‘’whyareyouherecaptain’’

Him‘’youpissedoffalotofhighpoweredpeoplewithwhatyou

didtoMotaung,ifhewentdowntheir

paycheckswentwithhimandfrthattheywantyougone,they

can’tfireyouonthespotbuttheycan

tellmetosuspendyoupendinginvestigation’’Ilaugh



Me‘’whatyoucan’tdothisCaptainplease’’

Him‘’Iamsorrybutthisisoutofmyhandsnow’’hesays

walkingout,Itakethecuponmydeskand

smashittothewall,fuckdamnyouRazordamyounxa

THANDIWE

Iwalkdownstairstogomakekayiseabottleandtheyareinthe

lounge,hehashisheadonherlapand

theyarelookingatthelaptop.Thingshavebeenreallyhectic

aroundhere,hedoesn’tevenlookatme

anymoreitisjustsomessedup,Idon’tknowwhattodo,Ifinish

makingthebottleandIwalkback

upstairsbutbeforedisappearingIhearthemdiscuss

Him‘’Ilikethisonebetterbaby,itwillbenearthenursery’’Ifeel

myheartgointomystomach,sheis

pregnantohmyGod

Her‘’bathongbaby.Ithoughtwesaidwewantourbedroomto

bedownstairs’’

Him‘’Iknowlovebutthisplacehasonlyonebedroom



downstairsandIwantthebaby’sroomtobenext

toours’’shelaughs

Her‘’butwearenotyetpregnantlove’’

Him‘’IknowIamjustexcitedaboutstartedourfamily’’

Her‘’wewillinayearIpromise’’

Him‘’thanksbaby,Iloveyouokay’’Iletmytearsfallandhurry

backtomydaughter,theyareplayingin

mybedroomwithherbrother,toysareeverywhereandtheir

softvoicesfeeltheroom,theyarehappy

andIcanseehowmuchtheyloveeachother,Iamstanding

therelookingatmychildrenlikeitisthe

firsttimeIhaveeverlaidmyeyesonthem,butinallhonesty

thisisthefirsttime,IseethatIhavebeen

selfishstayinginthislovelessmarriage,unhappy.Theydeserve

ahappymotherandIhavebeenrobbing

themoffthat,IambrokenandIcanneverraisemykidswithall

thatIhavebeenthrough,Ifeelthe

suddenurgetocry,likeallthepainIhaveeverfeltcamebackto

merushinglikeflood,theTVisona

musicchannelandCiarastartedsinging‘ifthatboydon’tlove

yourightnow,hewillneverevernever



everloveyou’Idon’tknowwhybutfromthatlineIbrokedown

andquicklyrushedtomychildrenand

heldthemsotighttome,Icouldseetheconfusionintheireyes,

IkissthemlikeIamdying.Iamcrying

uncontrollably,Ihavehadenough,Iamenoughofthislife,

marriageandmostlyIamenoughofmyself

forstayinginthissituation,ittookalousysongtomakeme

realizethatIdeservebetter,whyweren’t

mychildrenenoughtomakemeknowthis,mysonspoke

Him‘’mommypleasedon’tcry,KayiseandIareverysorrywe

willnotmakenoiseagain,andwewillnap

whenyouwantusto,rightmomo’’hesaystohissisterwhois

eatinghertinyhandwithnocareinthe

world

Me‘’nobabyboy,mommyisthesorryone,Ipromisethatfrom

nowonyouandmomoaremypriority

andnothingwillevertakemyfocusonyouguys.Mommyloves

yousomuch’’

Him‘’weloveyoutoomama,rightmomo’’Ismile

Me‘’nowcanIcountonyoutonapandnotdisturbmomoinher

cribsoshecanresttoo’’



Him‘’yesmommy’’

Me‘’that’smybigboy’’IpickupKayiseandtakemysonshand,I

takehimtohisroomfirstandkisshis

foreheadandhecloseshiseyesthenImovetoKayise’snursery

andplaceherinhercribandgiveher

herbottleandthenexit.Igotomychildren’sclosetandstart

packingtheirclothesandinnotimeIam

done,Imovetomybedroomandpackmine,Ialsopack

everythingofsentimentalvalue.OncedoneI

takemylaptopandmoveallthemoneyacrossmydifferent

accountstoonetheaccountthathasR500k

heoncegaveme.IstandbymywindowandseeSizwe’scar

driveoff,dodownstairsandaskthehelper

wheretheywenttoandshesaystheythattheyaregoingtosee

amoviethendinner,theywillbeback

verylate.Isighinreliefandcallthemoversandluckilytheycan

helpmeimmediately.Idon’tknowhow

Iamdoingtodothisbutthefirststepismemovingoutofhis

house,Iwillaskforaplacetostayfrommymother.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER93(NOTEDITED)



THANDIWE

Itookmychildrenandstrappedthemintheircarseatssoonas

themoversfinishedloadingourbags,I

amscaredIdon’twanttolie,Sizwemightnotgivearatsass

aboutmeleavingbutIamscaredthathe

mightwanttotakemychildrenawayfromme,heispowerful

andwithhismothershelphecanmakeit

happen,butIwillfighttoothandnailbeforeIletthathappen,

mychildrenareallIhaveandIwon’tlet

anyonetakethemawayfrommeever.IleftSizweamessageon

thefridge,allIhavetodoistobeready

togotowarwithhim.Thedrivetomymother’sisaveryshort

one;luckilymybabiesarebothasleepso

IaskthemoverstowaitabitwhileIgotalktomymother.I

knockandluckilymamaistheonethat

opensforme,seeingher,Icouldn’tholditinanymore,Ijust

brokedown,Ifeltmykneesgettingweak,

shemanagedtocatchmebeforeIfelldown



Ma‘’Thandiwesisi,what’sgoingonmybaby’’sheaskandthe

concerninhervoiceisonlythatamother

canhave

Me‘’ithurtsmama,ithurtssobad’’

Ma‘’youarescaringmebaby,what’swrongarethechildren

okay’’Inodwhilecrying

Ma‘’welltalktoyourmotherletmeknowwhat’swrongmama

willfixitbaby’’hearinghersaythat

mademebreakdownevenfurther

Me‘’Idon’tthinkyoucanmakehimloveme,canyoumakehim

wirshipthegroundIwalkonmamacan

you’’Iseeherclosehereyesinpain

Ma‘’ohThandiwe,Icanneverandsocan’tyou.Allwecanever

doispraytoGodtohelpyouhealand

withtimehewillgiveyouamanthathemadeforyou,aman

thatwillloveyouandyourchildren’’

Me‘’whycan’titbehimmama,thefatherofmychildren,my

husband,whydidGodallowmetomake

vowsheknewIwouldn’tkeep,whydidhegivemeahusbandif

heknewhewouldneverloveme,mama

yourGodiscruel’’



Ma‘’don’ttalklikethat,itmightseembadrightnowbutI

promiseyouitwillallbeokayandyouwillsee

theblessingindisguise,thesilverlininginthedarkclouds’’she

givesmeawarmhugandIjustletitall

out,shedoesn’tsayanythingbutjustcomfortsme,ittakesa

whiletillIcomedownbutIdoafterI

rememberthatIleftthemoversoutside

Me‘’mamacanIpleasestayhereforawhilewithmychildren’’

shesmiles

Ma‘’ofcourseyoucanThandiwe,thisisyourhome,youare

welcomehereaslongasyouwant’’

Me‘’thankyoumawami’’shekissesmyforehead,wearenever

toooldtoneedourmothers

Ma‘’wherearemygrandkids’’

Me‘’theyareinthecarasleep,themoveralsoneedtogetmy

thingsinside’’

Ma‘’gogetthekidsmaTha,Iwillgofixyourroomsolong,but

youknowit’sa3bedroomhouse,you

willsharewithKayiseandIwillsharewithboyboycozNtombi

isusingtheotherroom’’

Me‘’itsokaymamathankyou’’



Ma‘’don’tthankmesthandwasamthisisyourhome’’

Me‘’IamsorryIrefusedyoustayingatmyhousethattime

mamajustthatI’’sheshakesherhead

Ma‘’don’teventhinkaboutitbaby,itisallinthepastnow,Iam

justgladthatyoufinallysawthatyou

deservebetter’’issmile

Me‘’thanksmamami,Iloveyousomuch’’

Ma‘’IloveyoutoomaTha’’shesaysandIwalkouttotellthe

moverstobringinmystaffandapologize

fordelayingthem.Itakemybabiesinsideandputtheminmy

mother’sroomwhileweprepareforourroom.

OLIVIA

YesterdaydadthrewusoutwithalousySizasuddenlyhasa

stomachbugandshedecidedtogotobed

cozshewasvomitingandbluhbluhbluh,theythinkwearekids

thosetwo,weallknowthattheyleftus

atthetabletogodothenasty,theyaresuchbadhostsGod,

butonthelightersideIamsohappythat



theyaregettingmarriedImeanitislongoverdueyeses,Iwoke

upearlyandleftSteveinbedafterwe

hadourmorninggloryhedozedoffandIwastooexcitedtogo

backtosleep,ImeanIhaveaweddingto

planhere,IhavebeentryingtogetaholdofSizakeletoconfirm

theweddingcolorsanddécoraswell,

asthevenue,Ihaveshortlistedeverything,butthewomanis

notansweringherphone,Imeanitis7am

sheshouldbeup,whatdoesitseemlikeIamtheonlyonewho

isexcitedaboutthiswedding.Itryher

lineagainandittakesmestraighttovoicemailthistime.Ismell

himfrombehindmeandIjustblush

Him‘’whyareyouupsoearlybaby.Iwantedsomeyouknow’’

Me‘’Iamsorrybaby,Ijustneededtostartwiththe

preparationsyouknow’’

Him‘’whatpreparationsmanjebaby’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’weddingsilly,2ofthe3mostimportantpeopleinmylife

gotengagedlastnight’’helaughs

Him‘’myloveareyouforrealrightnow’’

Me‘’yesIam’’helaughsagain



Him‘’Olivia,baby,theyonlygotengagedlastnight,yourpopsis

yettopaylobolapluswontSizawantto

planherownwedding’’

Me‘’Iknowthatbutwecan’tbetooearlytostartplanning,I

meanifwewantittoberememberedfor

yearstocome,andshemybestfriendshewouldwantmeto

planherwedding’’

Him‘’Iknowyoutwoareasthickasthievesbutmylovethisis

herbigday,waitforhertogiveyouthe

goaheadplease,youknowshelovesyouandwhatifshelets

yougoonwitheverythingjustsoyou

don’tfeelbadkanteshedoesn’tlikeanyofit’’shitheismaking

somuchsense,IguessIamjustso

excitedaboutthiswedding

Me‘’Ineverthoughtaboutitthatway,IguessIamjustso

happythatitisfinallyhappening’’

Him‘’letthemenjoytheirengagementandwhentheyneedyour

helpwithsomethingletthemask’’

Me‘’thankyoubaby,Iwilltonedownmyexcitementabit’’

Him‘’thankyou,whenwegetengagedyouwillgetthechance

toplanourweddingIpromiseIwilllet



youhaveanythingyouwant,Iwouldevenwearafloralsuitif

youwantmeto’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ourweddinghuh’’Isayblushing

Him‘’whatyouthinkIamheretoplay,womanIamgoingto

wifeupyourannoyingass’’Igiggle

Me‘’Iamsonotannoying’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamjustkiddingmybabyyouarenot’’

Me‘’good’’

Him‘’soareyoujustgonnasitthereorourgoingtocomeback

tobedandgivedaddysomelove,Imean

lookatthedude’’hesayspointingtohiserection

Me‘’Iamgoingbacktobedandgivedaddysomelovin’’he

smiles

Him‘’that’smygirl,nowgetyoursexyassoverhere’’Igiggle

andrushtohim,hepullsmeclosetohimandkissesme

Him‘’Iloveyoumami’’Ismileandpeckhislips

Me‘’IloveyoutoomyStevieWonder’’heburstsoutlaughing

Him‘’youknowhowtoruinmymomentsyazbaby’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamsorrybaby,letmemakeituptoyou’’henarrowshis

eyes



Him‘’tellmehowdoyouplanondoingthat’’

Me‘’Iwouldrathershowyou,comepapi’’Isayinasexylow

voiceandtakehishandleadinghimtothebedroom

SIZA

Iopenmyeyesandthefirstthingthatcomestomymindisto

checkmylefthand,andyestherockis

stilltherefittingmeperfectly,IamsoontobeMrs.Molemo

Motaung,Iamsohappytobegetting

marriedtothisman,spendingtherestofourlivestogether,I

canseeusraisingourboyswhoIprayhard

thattheycomeoutlookinglikehim,theonlythingIwillworry

aboutisthattheywilldefinitelyhave

ladieseyeingthemfromleftrightandcenter,butnottoworry

mommywillteachthemtobethefinest

gentleman,forthefirsttimeinmylifeIamexcitedoverthe

thoughtofhavingkids,afterIlostmybaby

girlIthoughtIwillneveropenupmyselftmotheringachild

again,shewouldhavemadetheperfectbig

sister,theperfectexampletoherbrothers,Iknowshewilllook



outforthem,shewillbetheirguardian

angellikesheismine.IamlostinmythoughtsthatIdon’t

realizethatMolemoisnotnexttome,he

wokeupprettyearlyconsideringthatwedidn’tdomuch

sleeping,thelovemakingthathappened

throughoutthenightmademetiredshame.Idecidetogetup

frombedandputonmygown,Imakemy

waydownstairstocheckonhim,Ifindhiminthekitchenin

nothingbutanapron,hisfirmbuttexposed

andheiswalkingbarefoot.Thismanofmineisawholeentire

meal,Ishouldstopwhiningeachtimehe

goestohisgymandleavesmealonetobebored,cozwowthe

resultsofthosesessionsisvisible,the

viewissoperfectSBWLoneroundyeses,themusicheis

playingisnothelpingmycliteither.Imoveto

furtherinthekitchenandwrapmyarmsaroundhim

Him‘’goodmorningtherefiancé’’

Me‘’goodmorninghusbandtobe’’

Him‘’musictomyears’’Igiggle



Me‘’youareinagoodmoodthismorning’’

Him‘’lifeisbeautifulbaby,whywouldn’tIbe’’hesayswhile

switchingoffthebacon.Hewasaboutto

turntofacemebutIquicklymovedmyhandtohisDandstart

massaging’’

Him‘’ahhhhSoft’’hegroansverysexy

Me‘’doyouknowhowsexyyouarerightnowandallthetime’’

Him‘’tellmebaby’’

Me‘’youaresosexybaby,ifitwereuptomeIwouldhaveyou

insideofmeallthetime’’hiserection

getsbigger

Him‘’youmeantotellmethatIhititthatgood’’

Me‘’goodisanunderstatementbaby’’

Him‘’yousureknowhowtomakemefeelgoodhuh’’

Me‘’Iwantyoutomakemefeelgoodnow’’

Him‘’ohSoftyouaresoinsatiableandIfuckenloveit’’

Me‘’bendmeoverrighthereonthiscounterandtakemebaby,

IpromiseIwillcumsoquick’’

Him‘’Iloveitwhenyoutellmewhattodotoyou’’withthathe

flipsmeoverandbendsmeoverthe



counter,Ifeelhishandsgoupmythighsandfeelmysoftskin

burnfromhimtouch,myclitisthrobbing

readytotakeallofhiminsideofme,mygownisoffinamatter

ofsecondsfollowedbyhisapron,he

leaveskissesallovermybackandmybuttwhichhegives

squeezesandspanksthatdrivesmeinsanely

hornyforhim,heuseshisfeettopartmylegsandbitemy

lowerlipwaitingtofeelhissizefillmeup,I

feelhimrubbingmyentranceandIwasabouttoenjoythe

feelingwhenheslamsintomesohardI

screamhisname,hegoesindeeperandfasteranditdrivesme

completelyinsane,Ifeelmyselfbuildup,

Iwasabouttoexplodewhenhestoppedandchangedpaces,

completelythrowingoffmyorgasm,hedid

thatonpurpose,Icryhisname

Me‘’babypleasemakemecumplease’’hedoesn’tsayanything

butcontinueswithhisslowdeep

thrusts,IfeelmybodytenseupandIknowIamalmostthereI

startcallinghisnameandhedoesit

again,hestopsandchangeshispaceagain,hegoesbackto

fasteranddeep,Iamscreamingpleasure



consumingmyentirebody,heisgivingmeallthispleasurebut

hewontletmecumforhim,ohmyGodit’scomingagainohoh

oh,ittoointenseIfeelmylegsvibrate,mykneesareweak,a

secondlaterI

explodealloverthekitchenfloorandhecontinuesgoinginout

ofmeuntilhecomescallingmyname

likeIamhisGod.Ohfuckthatwasamazing

Me‘’ohMo’’Isayandheremoveshisdfrominsideme.

Him‘’areyouokaynow’’

Me‘’thatwasmindblowing’’

Him‘’Iknowbaby,whenIwasdelayingyourorgasmsIwas

buildingupamuchintenseone’’

Me‘’Ihaveneverexplodedlikethat’’

Him‘’ohthatwasnothingwifey,don’tpeeuntilafterwemake

loveagain’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’why’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamgoingtogiveyouanorgasmyouhaveneverhad

before’’

Me‘’babyyoudoknowyouaretheonlymanthathasgivenme

orgasms,youkeepbreakingyourown

records’’helaughsandhasasmirkonhisfaceobviously



satisfiedwithhisdoings

Him‘’Iknowlove,waithereIamgoingtogetatoweltoclean

youup’’hesaysandpecksmylips

SIZWE

Itis10amandIhaven’tseenThandiweandthekidssince

yesterday,shealwaysbringsthekidstosayhi

todaddy,Imakemywayupstairstoherbedroombutsheisnot

thethereandthebedismade,Imove

toherclosetanditisfuckingempty,WTF,didshemaybe

changebedroomsorwhat,Imovetomysons

roomandallhisclothesandtoysaregonetoo,Istarttopanic

andIgotoKayise’snurseryandsame

story,Fuck.Iquicklyheadtothekitchentofindthehelperbut

sheisn’tinthere,myeyeslandonthe

fridgeandtheisapaperwithmynameonit,it’smaTha’s

handwriting,Iopenit.

Sizwe



IloveyouandIwonderwhyIstilldo,butIrealizedthatIcannot

beinthismarriagealone,fromdayone

Ihavebeenmarriedtomyself,Ihaveonlyeverbeengood

enoughforthepublicandtobirthyour

childrenbutIcan’ttakeitanymore,youhavealwaysproved

thatyoudon’tcareaboutmeandIdon’t

knowwhyIhopedthatyouwillonedayrealizethatI

worshippedthegroundthatyouwalkonand

decidetolovemeback.Iwaitingandwaiting,throughyour

emotionalandphysicalabuse,thebusiness

tripsandthecheatingbutnowyoubroughtawomanhome,one

youwishtomarry,IthoughtIcoulddo

thisbutIcan’tcompetewithawomanyoulove,Iwillneverbe

herandyouwillneverlookatmethe

wayyoudoher,IwishIcouldcurseyoubutIcan’tbecauseI

loveyouandhurtsbecauseyouloveher.I

tookthekidsandwenttomymothers,Ididn’trunawaywith

yourchildren,youaretheirfatherandthe

doorisalwaysopenforyoutoseethem,Ionlyhaveonerequest,

ifyoueverfeltanythingforme,ifI



meantsomethingtoyouatsomepointandifyouarealsosorry

forallthepainyouhaveevercoursed

mepleaseletmehavemychildren,youhavetakeneverything

fromme,mysanitymypridemydignity,

youcanhaveitallbutpleaseletmehavethemplease,wecan

coparentbutpleaseletmestaywith

themIbegyouSizwepleasegivemethisonething,Ihavenever

askedyouforanythingplease.

Thandiwe.

Ifoundmyselfcryingwhilereadingherletter;Ifolditandbury

myheadinmyhands.

SIZAS’TRIBULATION

CHAPTER94(NOTEDITED)

SIZWE

Ihaveneverfeltsobadinmyentirelife,Thandiwehasbeen

nothingbutagoodwifetomeandIshould



havetreatedherbetterandappreciatedhermore,Ihavebeen

nothingbutaSOBandshehasevery

righttopackupandleavecozIseriouslydon’tdeserveher,she

istoogoodofawomanforme,Ijust

wishIcanundoallIdidthatledtoherbeingthisbroken,sheis

themotherofmychildrenandIshould

havebeentheonetotreatherlikeaqueen,ourmarriagewas

thatofconveniencetome,Iwon’tlieand

sayIloveher,butmeandherwe’vehadourshareofgoodtimes

butthebadoutweighsthegoodwhen

itcomestousandourunion,Iknowyouallarewaitingforme

tosayIregretbringingThatotomy

house,butIdon’tbecausesheisthefirstwomanIhaveever

lovedthismuch,thefirstwomanIsaw

worthyofmyheart,ThandiweisabetterwomanthanThatoI

willadmitthat,butwhenitcomesto

mattersoftheheart,theinnocenceandgoodbehaviorofa

persondoesn’tcountformuch,IjustwishI

didn’thurtherlikethis.IexplainedeverythingtoThatoandshe

askedmetopleasegoandbeg

Thandiwetocomebackhomesowecanallsitdownandfix



things,butIjustcouldn’t,Iamdone

stringingheralonggivingherfalsehopewhenIfullyknow

wheremyheartlies,Iamoutsideher

mothershouseashamedtoevengoinside,sheopenedthegate

formefewminutesagoandIhave

beeninmycareversince.Thefrontdooropensandshesteps

outandapproachesthecarbutdoesn’t

comenearsoIdecidedtowalkoutandmeether.

Me‘’maTha’’

Her‘’babakhe’’shesaysandmyguiltescalates

Me‘’unjani’’

Her‘’isthatrhetoricalquestion?’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsorryobviouslyyounotfine,wherearethekids’’

Her‘’wentoutwithmymotherforicecream,yoursonwas

askingafteryousomymotherhadto

distracthim’’

Me‘’IamsosorryThandiwe’’shelooksatmestraightintheeye

forthefirsttimeeversinceIgothere’’

Her‘’whatforexactly’’



Me‘’forallthepainandsufferingIputyouthroughIamsorry’’

Her‘’Isee’’shesayscoolly

Me‘’IwishitwewereinanotherlifetimewhereIcouldloveyou

thewayyoudeserveto’’

Her‘’IjustwanttoknowwhyyouneverlovedmeSizwe’’Iclose

myeyesandtakeadeepbreath

Me‘’let’snotdothatplease’’shenodsandwipeshertear

Her‘’soaboutmyrequest?’’

Me‘’youmeanthechildren?’’

Her‘’yes’’

Me‘’IwillnevertakethemawayfromyouneverIpromiseyou

that,wewillco-parentandIwillsupport

themlikeIusedtodo’’sheattacksmewithahugandholdson

tomefordearlife

Her‘’thankyou,thankyousomuch’’Iholdhertooandkissher

head

Me‘’youdon’tevenhavetoworryaboutmymotherIwillhandle

her.Iwillgetmylawyertostartwith

thedivorcepaperandcomeupwithagoodsettlement,youand

thekidswillbetakencareof’’shecries



harderandIjustholdhertighter

Me‘’pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgivemeplease’’sheweeps

onmychestsayingnothingsoIreturn

thefavorbyjustholdinghertightwithoutsayinganythingso

shecanletitallout.Westandoutsidelike

thatforclosetoanhouruntilsheletsgoandwalksbackinto

thehousewithoutsayingasinglewordto

meandIgetintomycarandleave

GADAFI

WeekendfinallycameandNtombicametosleepoverlikeshe

hadpromisedme,wehavebeencooped

upinthehouse,havingsexlikerabbitsandorderingonUber

eats,Ikindofenjoythis,thoughsheis

makingmewatchthesefuckedupcheesymoviesthatendup

withhercrying,whyarewomanlikethis

though.Ifsheisnotcryingshesleepshalfwaythroughamovie

shefoughttowatchandIamleft

defeated,Iamyettounderstandhowthemindoffemales

operates.Razortoldmetonotevenbother



myself,allIshoulddoisreadyfortheabusethatcomeswith

lovingawomanwithallyourheart,and

apparentlytheyhavesuperpowerstomakeyouapologizeto

themeventhoughtheywerethewrong

party,lookslikeIhavealottolearn,butIamgladIcameclean

tomybrothercozhewillhelpme

navigatemywayaroundthislovething.Imeanheisgoingit

reallygoodcozthemanisengagedtothe

loveofhislife,asmuchasIamenjoyingthismomentwithmy

girlitusjustnotdeepenoughreally,she

iswaytoocarefulofwhatsheissayingsoshedoesn’tspillwhat

theKingdidtoher,shefiguresIwillnot

loveherthesameifIknowwhatshewentthroughbutifonly

sheknewthatIfellforherharderbecause

ofherresilience,thesamethingsheislookingatafailureand

weaknessIseeherstrengthfromit,Iplan

omakingheropenuptometodayandtrustmeshewill.

Me‘’babygirl’’

Her‘’Tebo’’Ismile

Me‘’tellmeaboutyourtimeatthepalace,Ijustwanttoknow



whatisitthatyouactuallydiddo,did

youenjoyyourjob,youknowwasitfunwhathappened’’Ifeel

herbodytenseinmyarms

Her‘’itwasjustajobbabynothingmuchprinterestingtrust

me’’

Me‘’whyisitthatyouneverwanttotalkaboutyourtimeatthe

palace’’it’stimesheopeneduptome

aboutitdoshecanstopthinkingthatonceIlearnthetruthI

willleaveher.Iwanthertolovemefully

Her‘’Tebogothereisnothingtotalkabout,Ibegyoudropit

please’’

Me‘’noNtombiIamnotdroppingit’’

Her‘’Idon’twanttoloseyoupleasedon’tmakemetalkabout

it’’

Me‘’talkaboutitpleasecozwhateveritisismakingyoulove

mewithreservations,waitingformeto

leaveyousoyoukeepingroomfordisappointment’’shestarts

crying,Ilethergo,Iwanthertobe

vulnerableandneedme,Iwanthertoaskmetobehereand

holdher,loveherandneverlethergo

Her‘’youwillneverlookatmethesameandthatiswhatIam



scaredofthemostloosingyou,Ijust

foundyouTeboplease’’Istaysilent,shehastogivememore,I

wanttoholdherbutIneedhertoneed

meandbelievethatIwillbeherenomatterwhat

Her‘’babypleasesaysomethingplease’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwantmetosayNtombibecauseyouwon’t

believeanywaysinceyouaresosurethatI

willleaveyou’’shecriesharderanditistakingeverythinginme

tostopmyselffrompullinghertome

Her‘’herapedmeokay,hetookmyinnocenceandeverynight

sinceIhavebeenthatpalacehe

pleasuredhimselfwithmeandthencalledmeanothing,hetold

menomanwilleverwantmeIshould

noteventhinkaboutbeinglovedcozheistheonlyonewhowill

lookatmethedamagedgoods’’she

stoppedcryingandIcanfeelthepaininhervoice

Her‘’youwillneverlookatmethesameafterthisTebo,andit

isokayIamdamaged,Iwasjusthoping

thatyouwillseeperfectioninmeforawhilemore’’Isigh,thank

youGod

Me‘’Ihaveknownaboutthiswaybeforeyouevencamehere



andgavemeyourbody,mindandsoul,I

knewwhatthatdevildidandIstillwantedyou,Istilllovedyou

andIstillseeperfectioneverytimeIlook

atyou,Iaskedyoutomarrymefullyawareofwhatyouhave

beenthrough.IloveyouandIwillnever

leaveyou,Iamtheonewhoshouldbeafraidofthepossibilities

ofyouleavingsoIbegyoubabyloveme

witheverythingyouhaveandIswearIwillneverleaveyou’’she

couldn’tbelieveherearscozshejust

launchedherselftomandIgavehermywarmestembrace

Her‘’Iamsosorry,Ijustloveyousomuch’’Ismileandkissher

forehead,whilecomfortingher.

STEVE

Iammeetingupwiththeboysforafewdrinks,andyesIgot

thepassportfromthemadam,Imustadmit

man,datingoncegirlwith1000personalitiesisamazing,myLiv

LoveisjustsomethingIhaveneverseen

before,Ithoughtthatbeingtieddowntoonegirlisnotthelife

butherIamenjoyingeverythingabout



it,fromreportingmyeverymovetoaskingpermissiontogo

somethings.Iamenjoyingthis,ina

relationshipwithOliviaMotaungsetupwitheveryfiber,my

mamiisjustmydreamgirl,shecanbea

handful,sheiscoloredallbecauseofthegenesyouknowbutI

swearshehasyourCapeTown

colorednesstoojustalittleofitbutit’sthere,okaypleasedon’t

tellherIsaidthat.Wearechillingatthe

clubit’sstillearlyaround9pmwe’vebeenheresince4pmthe

musicnotyeteardrumbustingloud.We

arehavingachilledtimewithmyboysoveralightconversation

whenawomansuddenlysitsontopof

me,IlookatherandsheisoneIusedtofullaroundwith,Isigh

Me‘’pleasegetoffme’’

Her‘’someoneisplayinghardtoget’’

Me‘’Iamnotplayinganythingsweetheartjustgetoffme

please’’Isaypolitelybutsternenough

Her‘’okayyouaretense,let’sgotothebathroomsoIcantake

careofthat’’Istarttogetirritated

Me‘’ladyplease,Iamsayingnosopleaseleave’’



Her‘’whatiswrongwithyoutodaygeez’’

Mandla‘’okaywhatyouaredoingnowisharassmentlady,my

friendissayingnojustleave’’shelooksat

Mandlathenmeandchuckles

Her‘’itcanonlymeanthatyoufoundJesus,youmetagirland

youthinkyouareinlove,oritdoesn’t

workanymore’’shesayslaughingandleavingourtable

Me‘’guysdidshemaybeleavealipstickmarkonme,Idon’t

wannagethomeandfightwithmygirlover

nonsense’’thelookateachotherandburstoutlaughing

Vusi‘’whoareyouandwhatdidyoudowithmyfriendStevethe

freak’’Ilaugh

Me‘’hegrewupman,foundawomanworthitandgrewup’’

Mandla‘’IneverthoughtIwilllivetoseethisday’’Ilaugh

Me‘’wellyouaremyfriendsyouare’’

Vusi‘’howdosurvivewithher,nooffencebutOliviaismultiple

peopleinone,sheisalittlecrazy’’

Me‘’that’soneofthethingsIloveabouther,shekeepsmeon

mytoesandinthosemultiplepeopleI

findeverypersonIneedinmylifewrappedupinone,Her’’



Mandla‘’youhaveevenbecomepoetic’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohfuckyouguys,leavemealone,Ilovemyforlandthere

willneverbeStevethefreakanymore’’

Mandla‘’Iamproudofyoubuddy’’wefistbump

Vusi‘’metoo,Ican’tbelieveweareallinstablerelationships

withwomanweseeasourwives

someday’’InodcozIamdefinitelywifingmymamicomehellor

highwaters,myphonevibratesandit’s

atextfromher

*whenIagreedtoyougoingoutIdidn’tmeanyoushouldgo

andnotcome,phelaIamnotthesecurity

ofyourhouse,Imissyou.Areyounotyetboredfromseeingall

kindsoffatassesinfakeclothes?Come

hometoyourvasplankplease.Iloveyou*Iburstoutlaughing,

Oliviaiscrazy

Me‘’boysIneedtobounce’’

Vusi‘’shesendsyouanudeandyouditchingus’’Ithrowmy

phoneatthem

Me‘’it’sbetterthannudesbuddy’’Isayblushinglikearetard

andtheylookatmyscreen

Mandla‘’sheisoneofakind’’hesayslaughing



Me‘’tellmeaboutit’’Isaystandinguptakingmyphoneand

keys

Vusi‘’Ishouldalsogetgoingmywifeyprobablywaitingforme,

Powerletsvaymfethu’’

Mandla‘’nahmanIamgoingtochillawhile’’Ilookathimand

narrowmyeyes,hedoesn’tlookhappy

MERCY

Ihavebeenlockedupinthistinyhousefeelingallsortsofguilty,

whydidIletmymotheruseand

manipulatemelikethis,nowsheisgoneagainandIamleftall

aloneinthemessshecreatedforme,she

turnedmylifeupsidedown,nowtheonlytwopeoplewholoved

meprobablyhatemesomuch,Idon’t

evenknowhowtogoandfacethemandaskforforgiveness,I

amafraidtheywillrejectmeafter

everythingIdidIwouldn’tblameatall.ThepainistoomuchI

triedstayingdrunktonumbthepainbut

itistoomuch.Ineededsomethingthatwillgivemehappiness

forawhileandhereIamfindingmyself



inthedodgiestplaceinJozi.IamdrivingaroundandIspotone

guystandingawkwardlybythecorner,

soIdrivetohim.Ipressmywindowdown

Me‘’hello’’hegivesmeadirtylook

Me‘’Iamsorrytodisturbyou’’

Him‘’whatthefuckdoyouwant’’hisascentdefinitelyproves

thatheisnotaSouthAfrican

Me‘’IjustwantedtoknowifyouknowanyplacewhereIcan

findgoodstuff,quality’’Isignalwithmy

handsgoingtomynose

Him‘’doIlooklikeafuckendrugdealertoyoulady’’

Me‘’nopleaseIdidn’timplythat,Ijustthoughtyoumightknow,

Iamsorry’’Iattempttopressmy

windowup

Him‘’wait’’Iquicklystopandlookathim

Me‘’yes’’

Him‘’youknowpolicealsocomeherepretendingtobe

customer’’Inod

Me‘’Iamaware’’



Him‘’sowhatdoyouwant,Ihavecocaine,crystalmeth,ecstasy,

heroin’’

Me‘’justgetmestartedonthecokeplease’’henodsand

disappearstoacornerandcomesbackwitha

smallbagwhitepowder’’

Him‘’thisisthegoodstaff,youwillenjoy,takemynumberIwill

beyoursupplier’’Igivehimmynumber

andhealsoaskformine

Me‘’mynameisMercy’’

Him‘’Iwilljustcallyourichkiddon’tworry’’Imentallyrollmy

eyes

Me‘’howmuch?’’

Him‘’IhaveR330agram’’

Me‘’giveme5grams’’

Him‘’thatisR1650’’Iquicklyreachformypurseandtakeout

hismoney’’

Me‘’hereyougo’’hetakeshismoneyandgivesmetheproduct’’

Him‘’Iwillseeyouaroundrichkid’’

Me‘’wait,howdoIusethis’’helaughsandexplains

Him‘’ifyouforgetGoogleit’’hesaysthenwalksaway,Idon’t



evenknowhisname,soIstorehis

numberassupplier.IjustpraythismakesmeforgetofallIdid,

thewayIbetrayedmyfatherandhurt

mysister.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER95(NOTEDITED)

VUSI

IthinksomethingiswrongwithMandla,yesterdaywhenSteve

andIlefttheclubtocomespendtime

withourwoman,hedecidedtostaybackanddrinksomemore,

weallknowthatisnotthetimeofguy

tochooseboozeoverapeacefulnightathome,somethingis

definitelygoingonwithhimIswearandI

won’tlieitisactuallyscary,IjusthopePalesaisnotbacktoher

olddealingsreallycozhewon’tsurvive

thesecondbetrayal,ittookeverythinginhimtoforgiveherthe

firsttimesheplayedhimlikeagrand

piano,IneedtolookoutformyboyhenceIhavetodo



somethingIwouldn’tnormallydobutPoweris

morelikeabrothertomesoIwouldn’twanttositbackand

watchhimdrownknowingIcouldhave

helpedhim.IamlookingatUrielnotsureofhowIshould

addressthis

Her‘’justsayitbabecozIcan’ttakethestaresnow’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IamsorryAngel’’

Her‘’outwithitVusi’’Isigh

Me‘’youandPalesaarestillgoodfriendsright’’

Her‘’yeswearebabewhy’’shesaysgivingmealook

Me‘’IamsorrythatIevenhavetoaskyouthis,Iknowwe

agreedtostayoutoftheirbusiness’’

Her‘’but?’’

Me‘’isPalesastillfaithfultomyboy’’

Her‘’sheisbaby,shedoesn’tevenlookatotherguys,sheis

enjoyingbeingastayathomegirlfriend

takingcareofMandla,hetakescareofherwelltoo,shehas

everythingshewantsIdon’tseewhyshe

wouldjeopardizethat,andIknowforafactthatsheisnot



busy’’Isigh

Me‘’thankyoulove’’

Her‘’why?Whatisgoingon?’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowyetlovebutyesterdaywhenwelefttheclub

Mandladidn’twanttoleave,hedecided

tostaybehindandcontinuedrinking’’

Her‘’youknowPalesasentmeatextaskingwhattimeyougot

backhome,Itoldheraround10andshe

wasshockedcozMandlagothomeafter2amclaiminghewas

stillattheclub’’

Me‘’whatnah’’

Her‘’seriouslybaby,entlekwhatiswrongwithyourfriend,

Palesahasbeencomplainingthatforalmost

twoweekshehasbeenclosedoffandbehavingstrangely,ishe

cheatingVusi’’

Me‘’IwontliemylovebutIdon’tknowreally,wepickedupa

vibefromhimlastnighthenceSteveandI

areworriedabouthim’’

Her‘’hebetternotbecheatingonmyfriend’’

Me‘’Mandlaisnotthattypebaby,myboyisaonewomanmanI



knowhim’’

Her‘’thenwhatthefuckiswrongwithhim’’

Me‘’Angellanguagebaby’’

Her‘’Iamsorrylove’’

Me‘’Iwilltryandgettothebottomofthissomethingreallybig

isgoingonwithmyboy’’

Her‘’pleasedocozwhateveritis,it’sstartingtoaffectmy

friend’’

Me‘’eishwenake’’shelaughs

Her‘’babyIneedtogohome,mydadiscomplainingnow,can

youdriveme’’

Me‘’yabomanjeUriel,Itoldyoutocomebackandrentsowe

don’thavetodothis’’

Her‘’haibopapa,nyalaphela,ntshadikgomo(noMr.youhave

tomarry)’’

Me‘’haioncecozIcan’tbesleepingalonewhileIhaveawoman,

whattimedoyouwanttoleave’’

Her‘’onceIamdonecooking,that’sinabout2hours’’Inod

SIZA



Somyfiancé,emphasisonFIANCEguys,hehasbeennothing

shortofamazingandlovingandeverything

agirlcouldeveraskforinhersoontobehubby.Weareinthe

loungelistentosomesoulmusic,house

freshandclean,slidingdooropen,coldbottleofthefinestwine,

expensivebottleofcognac,adelicious

fingerfoodplatterandmysexyMowithonlyhisdenimshort,

barefootandexposinghischest,tryingto

paintmytoenailbutmakingamessofmyprettytoes,Iam

enjoyingthisqualitytimewithmybaby,nut

whatheisdoingwiththatpolishiskillingmeIcan’thelpbut

laugh

Him‘’fuckthis,Iwillgiveyoumycardsoyoucangodosome

nailscozIcanseethatIamnotdoingshit’’

hesaysandIlaughsomemore

Me‘’aowshamebutyoutriedmylove’’

Him‘’IamnobeauticianlovebutIcanseeImessedup,thanks

forthelovethough’’Ismileathim

Me‘’Iwillgogetmynailsdidtomorrowthen,comingwithme



right?’’

Him‘’ifthatiswhatyouwant,thoughthatgayguymakesme

uncomfortable’’

Me‘’ohcomeonheisjustappreciatingthefactthatyouarea

finepieceofmeat’’

Him‘’wowjustwow,mywholewifetobecallsmeatpieceof

meat,Iamhurt’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamsorrymylove,youaremyperfectgentleman,indoda

yamithatIlovesomuch’’

Him‘’mxm’’hesulks

Me‘’haomonnawakatshwarelohlentatewabashemane’’he

laughsandblusheslikecrazyatmy

attempttospeakSesothowithmyZuluascent

Him‘’doyouknowhowsexyyousoundedasecondago’’Igiggle

Me‘’turnedon?’’

Him‘’likehell’’Ibitemylowerlip

Me‘’ohwellsorrybabe,butsexisoffthetabletillour

honeymoonnight,Iwantittobemagical’’he

chokesonhissalivaandittakeseverythinginmetonotlaugh

athisexpressionrightnow



Him‘’what?’’theshockinmybaby’svoice

Me‘’haiboMolemoungizwilepho’’

Him‘’doyouwantmetodieofblueballsSoft,younoteven

sureofwhenyouwanttheweddingtobe’’

Me‘’stillbaby’’

Him‘’Iamnotagreeingtothat’’

Me‘’youdon’thaveachoicelove’’

Him‘’ifthatisthecasethenIampayingyourlobolanext

weekendandwegosignathomeaffairsthen

wetakeatriptowhereveryoulikeandit’sallover,wewillhave

theweddingafterwards’’

Me‘’justlikethat’’Iaskamused

Him‘’yescoztheisnowayIamnotmakinglovetomywoman

formonths’’

Me‘’youwon’tdie,youknowthatright’’

Him‘’easyforyoutosaycozyouhaveneverfeltthewarmness

andtightnessofthatminiheaven

betweenyourlegsSoft’’

Me‘’Isee’’

Him‘’byjustthinkingaboutit,lookatme’’heshowsmehis



erectionandIsmile

Me‘’thatgoodhuh’’

Him‘youhavenoideababy’’

Me‘’IguessIdeserveareward’’

Him‘’orgasmmaybe’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nopeIsaidnolovemakingtillhoneymoonnight,gotakea

coldshower’’

Him‘’Softyoucan’tdothistomebabyplease’’

Me‘’Iloveyousomuch’’Isaysippingonmywineandthesad

lookonhisfaceiskillingmerightnow

THANDIWE

Ihonestlydon’tknowwheretostartwithoutandthelifeIhad

withhim,itisallIknowandIamscared,

changeishardforanindividualsowhataboutamotherwho

hastofigureitoutforhertwokidsaswell,

mybiggestfearisfailingandnotbeingabletobethebest

mothertomychildrenandhavethemgrow

upandwanttogolivewiththeirfatherandThato,thatwillkill



me,IneedtofigureoutwhatexactlyI

willdowithmylife.schoolorentrepreneurship,Iamnotsure

yetwhatIlovedoing,Iamnotsurewhat

mypassionisandthatisonemorethingthatkeepsmeawake

atnightcozIcan’tthinkofanythingallI

amgoodatisbeingamothertomybabiesbutthatwon’tmake

memoney,IneedsomethingIwillbuild

alegallyformychildrenfrom.Iwon’talwaysrelyonhimto

supportmeandthekids,Iknowhe

promisedandIbelievehimbutIdon’tknowhowhiswifeand

motherwillreacttothat,Ihavedepended

onhimandIgotnothingtoshowbecauseofthatsoIwon’t

havemyselfgothroughthatagainIrefuse

shame,mymothermanagedtogetmykidsintosgooddaycare

aroundhereandmysonsayshelovesit

moretherethanhispreviousone,Iwonderwhy.Theywokeup

earlyandwenttochurchsoIcooked

andwaitedforthembutdololoIwonderwheretheymightbe

cozitisalmost6pm,thefrontdooropens

andit’sNtombi,shewalksinwithaweekender,Iwasn’teven

awarethatshewasn’taround



Her‘’hello’’shesayssittingdown

Me‘’hiNtombi,howareyou’’

Her‘’Iamokaythanks,wena’’

Me‘’I’mfinehey’’

Her‘’whereismam’Lungile’’

Me‘’shehasn’treturnedfromchurch’’shenods

Her‘’Iamsureshewenttooneofherfriendshouse’’

Me‘’mamahasfriends’’

Her‘’yestheladiesfromchurch,theynormallyhavelunchafter

theserviceateachothershouses,they

areyettocomehere’’Ididn’tknowthat

Me‘’ohokay,sowhereareyoucomingfrom’’sheblushes

Her‘’afriendsplace’’Ilaughandshakemyhead

Me‘’boyfriendyoumean,coznofriendillmakeyoublushlike

that’’shegiggles

Me‘’haiuyasheshasisi(youdon’twastetime)notevenayearin

thiscityandyoualreadyhaveaman,

becarefulthoughmenhereareheartless,theywilluseyouand



discardyoulikeoldshoes’’he

expressionchanges

Her‘’excuseme’’shesaysstandingup

Me‘’onemorethingplease’’shelooksatme

Me‘’pleasedon’tfallpregnantinmymother’shouse,shewon’t

beabletofeedyouandachild,it’s

toughtimesforeveryone’’

Her‘’Idon’tplanto’’shesaysandwalksaway,haibosheisrude

Iwasjusttryingtogivehersome

friendlyadvisehere,ImeanIknowthecitymorethanher,Iam

thevictimofJoziman,sheshouldjust

listentomeandnotbringmoreburdentomymother,already

sheisfeedingandtakingcareofherand

mypoormotherdoesn’twork,Iamprettysurethemoney

Gadafipaysherisnotevenenoughfor

toiletrieseishitstoughouthere,mymotherthoughinthis

tougheconomyshebringsaburdenand

worsepartsheisdatingandsleepingoutinsteadofgoingout

thereandtryingtofindaproperjobso

shecanmoveoutandstartherownlifeyouknowbe

independent.IchangetheTVchannelbutitis



boringsoItakemyphoneandgobacktostalkingThato

SIZWE

Mymotherwasranging,boilingwithanger,Ihaveneverseen

herlikethis,butIpromisedThandiwethat

IwillkeepherontheleashandItendtokeepmypromiseI

meanthatistheleastIowehershame.

Shewalkedtothecoffeetableandtookthevaseontopofit

andthrewitagainstthewallandmy

womanwincedbeforebutIjustkeepastraightface,Ijusthope

shedoesn’tdoworsephelaIknowmy

mothercanbeamentalcaseifshewantsto.

Mom‘’youletthatvillagehoewalkoutwithmygrandchildren’’

Me‘’mamaplease’’

Mom‘’don’tmamameSizwe’’

Me‘’Ican’ttalktoyouwhenyouarelikethis’’Iattempttowalk

away

Mom‘’IdareyoutowalkawaySizweIdareyoutowalkouton



mewhileIamstilltalking’’mylegsjust

freezeandIsigh,sheisonepersonIwouldneverdare

Me‘’mamawhatdoyouwantfrommehuh’’

Mom‘’Iwantyoutogobackandbringbackthatgirltothis

house,wepaidherlobolaandshewillonly

leaveheredead’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’ThandiwetookadecisionandIrespectthatIwaslong

overdue,IhaveThatonow’’

Mom‘’IhavenothingagainstThato,butyouknowwhatthat

villagegirlisusefulfor,yourimagineSizw

dammitman,adivorcewon’tlookgoodonyouman,the

Chinesewilldropyoucoztheydonotbelieve

indivorce’’Isigh

Mom‘’buttheywillunderstandpolygamy’’

Me‘’tellthemthatyouwanttogrowyourfathersfamilysince

youweretheonlychild,youwantto

leavethislegacytoyourchildren,wewilltellthenThandiwehad

complicationswithKayisewhich

causedherwombsothebothofyoudecidedthatyoushould

getanotherwifeandthatshepersonally



chooseherforyou.ChineselovefamilytheywillworshipyouI

swear,justgetthatwomanbackhere

withmygrandchildren’’

Me‘’IrespectyoualotmamaandyouknowIwoulddoanything

foryoubutthisisonethingIcan’tdo.I

havehurtthemotherofmychildrenbeyondandIneedtolet

herbesoshecanhealandfindherself’’

Mom‘’youaretestingmehereson’’

Me‘’Iloveyoubutnomama’’

MomSizwe’’sheshouts

Me‘’Isaidnomama,thisisaboutmymarriageandmychildren,

mylifeandIwilldecideonwhattodo

notyouoranyone’’shelaughs

Mom‘’areyoudeclaringwaragainstyourownmother’’

Me‘’IwilldonosuchthingbutIwillstandbymyword,leave

Thandiweandmychildrenalone,theywill

staywiththeirmotherandtheywillbewelltakencareof’’she

laughs

Mom‘’Thatotalktothisfoolofyoursmakotiwam’’

Me‘’leavemywomanoutofthisMrsDlomoplease’’



Mom‘’ifyoudon’twanttobringherbackfinethengetmemy

grandchildrenorIwilldoitmyself’’with

thatshetakesherhandbagandwalksoutleavingclicking

soundsofherhighheels

Thato‘’babyyourmotherissoscarywhatarewegoingtodo’’I

takeherhand

Me‘’sorryyouhadtoseethatlove,Ifiguresomethingoutokay’’

Thato‘’whateveryoudecideIamhereandIwillsupportyou

throughit,justkeepthekidsshieldedfrom

allofthis,wedon’twanttodamagethemreallyandtheyare

stillsoyoungpleasebaby’’Ismileather

Me‘’Iloveyouokay’’shekissesme

Thato‘’Iloveyoutoobabe’’

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER96(NOTEDITED)

RAZOR

Ineedtogetmyaffairsinorderandsoon,Ihavetomakeright



bymywoman,Idon’tknowwhyI

wantedtowaitanylongertomarryher,shehasbeennothing

butamazing,myrockandpillarof

strengthintimesofgreatneed,wewillmakethiswork,Iknow

wewill.Iplantopaylobolaverysoon

andIneedtohavefinalizedmydivorcewithFiona,Iamrelieved

thatImanagedtomoveeverythingI

owntoOliviaandSoft,Fionawillgetnothingfrommejusta

fewhundredthousand.Igettotheprison

andtheguardtakesmetoaprivateroom,Ihatethisplaceshit.

HeopensthedoorandIenterandfind

heralreadysittinginherorangejumpsuit,shestandssoonas

sheseesmeandstaresatme.Ithankthe

guardandheexits

Me‘’Fiona’’

Her‘’whatareyoudoinghere’’

Me‘’Ijustwantedtoseeifthecolororangesuitsyou’’

Her‘’fuckyouRazor’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamcurious,howdidyouthinkthiswouldend?’’



Her‘’Iamprettysureyoudidn’tcomeallthiswaytoaskme

this’’

Me‘’truebutlikeIsaidIamcurious’’shechuckles

Her‘’youwillpayforeverythingIpromiseyou’’

Me‘’youshouldhavejuststayedawayFiona’’

Her‘’andleaveyoutoenjoylife’’

Me‘’yes,atleastyouwouldstillhaveyourfreedom’’Isay

shruggingmyshoulders

Her‘’IhateyouMolemoMotaung’’

Me‘’metoosweetheart’’

Her‘’whatthefuckdoyouwant’’Isighandcrossmyleg

Me‘’sign’’Isayplacinganenvelopeandpeninfrontofher,she

opensandscansthepapers

Her‘’nofuckingway,Iwon’tgrantyouthisnowayforgetit’’

Me‘’youknowIcangetitdonewithorwithoutyou’’

Her‘’thenwhyareyouhere’’

Me‘’becauseIammarryingtheperfectwoman,theinnocent

humblewoman,Idon’twantanythingto

taintmyunionwithher,sheisallthatisgoodintheworldandI

wanttogivehereverythinggood,and



divorcingyoulegallyisoneofthem’’shelaughs

Her‘’youaremarryingyourdaughtersfriend,areyousick

Razor’’

Me‘’itisnoneofyourbusiness’’

Her‘’youareapervertyousickfuck’’

Me‘’sayssomeonewhofuckedherowndaughtersboyfriend’’

Her‘’gotohell’’

Me‘’justsignthedamnpapersFiona,notthatIwon’tkillyouI

justchoosenottoobuttrustmeIwillifI

haveto’’Isaywithastraightfaceascalmaspossibleandshe

blinksacoupleoftimesthentakesthe

papersandsignsthem

Me‘’goodgirl,nowlistenheredon’tyoudaretryandcontact

mychildren,leavethemaloneFionaorI

willkillyouthistimeIswear’’

Her‘’justwatchyourbackRazor’’

Me‘’youfooledmeoncedon’teverthinkyouwillbethatlucky

again’’Istandupandexit.Officially

divorcednowIcanmarrymybabyinpeace



MANDLA

EverythingisjustsocomplicatedIdon’tevenknowwhototalk

to.IjustwishIcanwakeupandrealize

thiswasjustabaddream,mylifeisspiralingoutofcontroland

Idon’tknowhowtofixit,mylicense

mightbetakenandImightnotbeabletopracticemedicine

againallbecauseofsomethingthatwasnot

myfault,Ihatemoneyandallitcandobecauseitfucksupour

lives,soweeksagoarichkidcameinto

theERandsheoverdozedonmorphineinitspurestformand

shesufferedastroke,theparentsblame

metheDrsayingIinjectedherwiththatmorphineandcaused

herstroke,Idon’tIdon’tknowhowthe

paperschangedandcorroboratetheirstoryit’shardenough

becausethehospitalisdistancing

themselvesfromme,theysaidIshouldgetmyownlawyer,Iam

stillwaitingtohearfromthem

regardingmyhearing,that’sonlywhenIwilltrygetlegal

representation,IwilltalktoVusiandmaybehe

willbeabletohelpme,Idon’tevenknowhowIwilltellmy



motherandmyfriends,Ihavebeenleaving

thehouseeachmorningpretendingtogotoworkbutPalesa

cantellsomethingiswrongwithme,Ijust

don’tknowhowIwillbreakthisnewstoher.

Her‘’babycanImakeyouanythingtoeat?’’

Me‘’noIamfinethanks’’

Her‘’babyyouhaven’tbeeneating,youneversleep,youarenot

yourself,pleasetalktome’’

Me‘’Iamfinejustwork’’

Her‘’evensotalktomeplease’’

Me‘’comeonPalesa,Iamnotinthemood’’

Her‘’Iamsickandtiredofthisnow,youareactingupandI

don’tevenknowwhy,youhavebeendistant

frommeforweeksnow’’

Me‘’IhavealotgoingonatworkPalesaandyouwouldn’t

understand’’

Her‘’tryme’’

Me‘’damnitPalesanoman’’heeyespop



Her‘’Ithoughtweagreedthatwewillcommunicatebetterthis

time’’

Me‘’Ialsothoughtweagreedthatyouwillbemypeacebut

hereyouarebeinganuisance’’

Her‘’ohreallyIamanuisancenow’’

Me‘’yesthatiswhatyouare’’

Her‘’youaresuchanungratefulbastardyouknowthat,Iput

mylifeonholdplayingwifewhileyougo

outthereandbeaDr’’

Me‘’Ididn’taskyoutoputyourlifeonhold’’shelaughs

Her‘’willyoueverstoptreatingmelikeafuckenoptionlikeIam

nothing’’

Me‘’Palesaplease’’

Her‘’noMandla,Ihavetriedtobeabettergirlfriendthistime

aroundandyouarenotmeetingmehalf

way,thispastfewweeksthisrelationshiphasbeenaoneway

street’’Isigh

Me‘’Ithinkyoushouldgohomeforawhile’’

Her‘’wowjustwow’’shesayswipinghertears

Me‘’IamsorryIjustneedtimetomyself’’IhatethatIam



shuttingheroutbutIneedtobealone

Her‘’don’texpectmetowaitforyouagain’’

Me‘’don’ttalklikethis’’

Her‘’Iwillbeoutofyourhairthisevening’’apartofmewants

totellherthetruthbuthowdoItellher

thatmylicensecouldbetakenthatImightbestrippedoff

somethingIworkingsohardfor,Iamaman

andrightnowIamfuckingweakhowwillshelookatmeasher

manhowwillIprovideandtakecareofher

NTOMBI

Idon’tknowwhyThandiwedoesn’tlikemecozwedidn’tknow

eachotherbeforehere,Ihavedone

nothingtooffendorsteponhertoes,Ihavebeentryingtostay

outofherwaybecausethisisher

mother’shouseandIdon’twanthertobeuncomfortablehere,I

amnothingjustthatmam’Lungile

helpedmeoutandIshouldjusttrytomoveoutofherebefore

sheinsultsmemore.ImissmyTebogo,



hehasbeengonefor3daysnow,hewenttoItalytodowhatI

don’tknowbuthepromisedtoletme

knowwhenhegetsback.Speakofthedevil,heiscallingme,I

can’thelpbutsmile

Me‘’muntuwami(myperson)’’

Him‘’babywaka,howareyou’’Ismile

MeIamokayIguess,justmissyou’’

Him‘’daddyiscominghometomorrowbaby’’

Me‘’pleaseIcan’twaitanylongernow’’

Him‘’Iamcomingbaby,justgettomyhousetomorrowto

welcomemeokay’’

Me‘’okayIloveyou’’

Him‘’Iloveyoumorebabe,youdon’tsoundokaywhat’swrong’’

Isighcozthismanknowsmetoowell

insuchashortspaceoftime

Me‘’itsNtombibaby’’

Him‘’isshestillmakingyoufeeluncomfortable?’’

Me‘’yeaheventhoughItrytoavoidher’’



Him‘’babyItoldyoutocomestaywithme’’

Me‘’Idon’tbelieveincohabitationbabypleasemymother

wouldturninhergrave’’

Him‘’Iknow,Iknow.LetmegetyouanapartmentthenandI

amnottakingnoforananswer,gotell

Lungilenow,tomorrowwearegoingpropertyshopping’’

Me‘’Tebogo’’

Him‘’NtombigotellLungileyouaremovingoutinaweek’’I

sigh,weconcludeonourconversationandI

gofindMam’LungilewhoiswithThandiweinthegarden

Me‘’sanibonani’’

Ma‘’heymybabyunjani’’Thandiwedoesn’tgreetback

Me‘’Iamfinethanks,doyouhaveaminuteIneedtotalkto

you’’

Ma‘’Iamlisteningmybaby,what’swrong’’

Me‘’thankyouforallyouhavedoneformemama,Iwillforever

beindebtedtoyou,Ihaveoverstayed

mywelcomesoinaweekIwillmoveoutIjustneedtofinda

place’’

Ma‘’haiboNtombiInevergaveyouatimeframe,youare



welcomehereforeverifyoulikemybaby’’

Thandiwe‘’haibomamashewantstoleavelether’’

Ma‘’shedoesn’thaveajobThandiwehowwillshepayrent’’I

sigh

Me‘’thebursarycoversaccommodationsoItwon’tbea

problem’’

Ma‘’Idon’tcareNtombi.Thisisyourhomeandyouarenot

goinganywhereuyangizwa’’

Me‘’yeboma’’

Thandiwe‘’youshouldlethermamaitwasgoingtoteachher

howtobeindependentyouknow’’

Ma‘’IsaidnoThandiwe.Sheisnotleavinghereshewillfinish

herqualificationthenbeindependent.I

don’twanttotalkaboutyoumovingoutagain,thetopicis

closed’’shestoodupandleftmewitha

Thandiwewhoselookcouldsendmestraighttomymaker.

Tebogoisnotgoingobehappyaboutthis,

notonebitnkosiyam

Thandiwe‘’ifyoureallywantedtoleave,youwouldn’ttoldher,

youwouldhavefoundaplaceandtold

herthedayyouweremovingout’’shesaidandIdidn’trespondI



juststoodupandleft

OLIVIA

IamgladIopenedmyhearttoloveagain,Ihavebeensohappy

withmybaby,heisabsolutelyamazing,

apartofhimlivestoseemehappyalwaysandIlovethatabout

him,lifecouldn’tbeanybetter.Weare

socloseIpracticallyliveherewithhim;Iswearifmydadfinds

outIamdeadmeat.Iknowit’swrongbut

Ican’tfindmyselfsleepingaloneinthatcoldbedwhilstIcould

besnuggledclosewithmyboothang,he

feelsthesamecozeachtimeIneedtoleavehebegsmetostay

onemoredayandIendupstayingfor

anotherfullweek.Hereweareagaincuddlingnakedonthe

couch,afterasteamysession,wearenot

sayinganythingandthesilenceisverycomfortable.Thedoor

opensandagirlscreams

Her‘’ohwhatthefuckStevenreally’’shesayslookingawayand

Iquicklystandupandmybabyhands



memyrobeandhequicklyputsonhisboxers

Him‘’wearedecent’’

Her‘’whathappenedtothebedroom’’

Him‘’whathappenedtocallingbeforeyoushowup’’

Her‘’Ididbutyouneverpickup,youhavebeenpromisingto

visit’’okaywhothefuckisthis

Him‘’Ihavebeenbusyman’’

Her‘’ontopofherIseethat’’

Him‘’heynodon’tdothat’’

Her‘’whoareyounana’’shesayslookingatme,Iknowshe

didn’tjustcallmenana

Me‘’Olivia’’

Her‘’Oliviapleasebeadarlingandgogetdressedandleave,my

brotherandIneedsometime’’Ilaugh

Him‘’Noninoyoudon’ttalktomygirlfriendlikethatno’’

Her‘’yourgirlfriend?’’shelaughsandIfeelmyselfboilwith

anger

Him‘’sisIloveyoubutyoudon’tgettocometomyhouseand

disrespectmyladylikethat’’

Her‘’right’’shechucklesagainandIhavehadenough



Me‘’listenheresis,youdon’tknowmeandyoudon’tdisrespect

melikethat’’Isayinacalmtonetrying

sohardnottosoundrude

Her‘’Iamnotyoursisnana’’

Me‘’yougotthatright,Iwouldn’twishtohaveadisrespectful

bratforasis’’

Her‘’Stevegetyourfloozy’’

Me‘’bitchyouhavethenerve’’

Him‘’Nonithefuckno,leavetuuandcomebackonceyouhave

learnedsomemannersnxa’’

Her‘’youthrowingyouronlysisteroutbecauseifawoman

reallySteven’’

Him‘’sheismygirlfriendandyoucameheretohermanshouse

anddisrespectedherIwillnothave

that’’

Her‘’Iamsotellingmomaboutthis’’

Him‘’ifitwillpleaseyou’’shelaughsandattemptstowalkout

Him‘’wait’’whatishekiddingwhythehellishestoppingher

Her‘’noyouthrewmeoutsodon’tstopme’’

Him‘’pleaseleavemykey’’theshockonherface,sheshakesher



headanddropsthekeyonthefloor

andexitsslammingthedoor,heturnstolookatme

Him‘’Iamsosorrymylove’’

Me‘’it’snotyourfaultbaby’’

Him‘’IwillcallmymotherandhavehertalktoNonishewas

wayoutofline’’

Me‘’okaylove,thanksforstandingupformelikethat’’

Him‘’it’smyjobbabyandIloveyou’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo’’weshareawarmhug.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER97(NOTEDITED)

RAZOR

Iplannedthemostromanticdinneratourplace,Iwantedtodo

somethingspecialforSoftwhenIbreak

thenewsofmydivorcetoher,shemightnothavesaiditbutI

sawthatithasbeenweighingdownon

her,IthinkshewasscaredthatFionamightrefusesigningthe

papers,Iknowthiswillbemorethana



relieftoher,shewillstartbeingfullyexcitedaboutplanningour

weddingandthat’sallIwantforher

really,forhertobehappy,Imeanthewomanhasmadesure

thatIammorehappy,sherespectsme

andshestandsbymethroughworseoftimes.ThepersonI

hiredfinishedsettingupandImustadmit,

sheisgoingtoloveit.Ifinishtakingashowerandoptforjust

thedenimsheiscrazyaboutandawhite

crispv-neck,Iheaddownstairsandpourtwoglassesof

champagneandjustintimethefrontdoor

opensandIimmediatelygotoherwithherglassandredroses,

herfavorite.Thesmileonherface

ignitesafiredeepinside,afirethatremindsmeofhowmuchI

lovethiswoman.

Me‘’heybeautiful’’

Her‘’hellobaby’’Iblushandstopinfrontofher,andshepecks

mylips

Me‘’heretheseareforyou’’Isayhandinghertheflowers

Her‘’ohmylove,theseareverybeautifulthankyou’’

Me‘’comewithme’’Itakeherfreehandandshenarrowsher



eyes

Her‘’whatareyouuptoMolemo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nothingbabyIjustwanttoappreciatemywomanthat’sall

Iswear’’shesmilesandwewalkinto

thediningareaandshegaspforairsoonassheseesthesetup

Her‘’ohGod,Mobaby,thisissobeautiful,allthisforme,little

plainme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’thisisallforyoumydeservinglady’’

Her‘’whatdidthisvillagegirldotobagthismanthough,

universethankyou’’Ismile

Me‘’ohtrustmeIamtheonewhoshouldbethankingthe

universebaby’’sheplacestherosesdown

andcupsmyfaceandgivesmeapassionatekiss

Her‘’thankyoulove’’

Me‘’youaremostwelcomeSoft’’Iopenaseatforherandshe

sitsdownandIdothesameafter

handingherthechampagneflute

Her‘’sotellmeMr.Motaungwhatarecelebrating’’

Me‘’wellma’ampleaseseeforyourself’’Ihandherthe

documentsandshescansthem,herlefthand



goestohermouthexposingthediamondonherfinger

Her‘’isthisforreal’’

Me‘’forrealforreal’’

Her‘’wearefreetogetmarried’’sheasksstandingup

Me‘’yeswearebaby’’shehurriestomeandgivesmethe

warmesthugever

Her‘’ohthankGod,Iwasworriedthatshewouldn’twantto

sigh’’

Me‘’nothingwillstopmefrommarryingyouSizakele’’she

tightenthehug

Her‘’youareamazing’’

Me‘’youknowforyouIamweak’’

Her‘’youaremygentlebear’’Ilaughs

Me‘’yesIamSoft’’shekissesme

Her‘’okaynowIhavetofindthebestweddingplannerinthe

world’’Ichuckle

Me‘’okaythen,youplanitall’’

Her‘’ohnoMr.youwillbedoingeverythingwithme,choosing

colors,flowers,cakeflavorsandthe

menu,thisisourwedding’’ohboyit’sabouttogodown,Ifakea



smileandshegiggles

STEVE

Justgottomyhouseanditfeelssoemptywithoutmyprincess,

shemakesitfeellikeahome,itisvery

livelyandwarmwhensheisaround,buttodayIcouldn’t

convincehertostayonemoreweek,Ithismy

sistersattitudedidn’tsitwellwithme,Iknowshedoesn’tblame

meorsomethinglikethat,butafterthe

incidentIfeltherdetachment,whowouldblameherthough,

notgettingalongwithyourpartners

siblingsmakesthishard,andIknowmysisterwasjustbeinga

bratreally.Thefrontdooropensandfora

minuteIthoughtitcouldbemywomanbutIjustdroppedher

off,shecouldn’tpossiblybeheresofast,

andIknowforafactthatit’snotNonicozItookherkeys,soit

couldonlybemymother,Ican’tdeal

withhernotnow,Idecidetopretendtobeasleep,footsteps

approachandIsenseherstandinginfront

ofme,asecondlaterIfeelacushionhittingmeontheface,



Her‘’IknowyouarenotsleepingStevensogetupfromthe

pretendsleep’’Isighandgetup

Me‘’mother’’

Her‘’don’tmotherme,whydidyoufightwithyoursisterover

somestraatmate’’

Me‘’sheisnotastraatmatemama,andIdidn’tfightwithyour

daughtershecameherandstarted

insultingmygirlfriend’’

Her‘’whatgirlfriend,theonethatallowsyoutosleepwithher

alloverthehouse’’

Me‘’mamaplease.Iamnotdoingthiswithyou’’

Her‘’noyouwilldothis,whydoyoulovetheseloosegirls,they

willjustuseyouformoneyanddump

you’’

Me‘’wellifthatiswhatyouareworriedaboutyoucanrelaxcoz

Oliviahasmoney,shecanaffordtobuy

herselfanythingshewants,whatIdoforherisoutofthe

goodnessofmyheart’’

Her‘’yohsheworse,theoneswithmoneydon’tlistentoany

man,youwillbeherwifeandshewillbe



thehusband,isthatwhatyouwant’’

Me‘’mamawhatdowantmaraye,shedoesn’thavemoneyit’sa

problem,shehasmoneyit’sstilla

problem,kantewhatmusthappen’’

Her‘’IwantyoutosettledownwiththatniceyounggirlIonce

metatthatrestaurantwithyou,sheis

humble,sweet,innocentshewillmakeagreatmotherandwifeI

promiseyou’’Ishakemyhand

Me‘’OliviaistheoneIwanttrustme’’

Her‘’exactlynottheoneyouneed’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’youdon’tevenknowmygirlfriendforyoutobecrucifying

herlikethis’’

Her‘’Iknowenough,yoursistertoldmeaboutherandItrust

herjudgment’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whatyourdaughterneedstodoIsgetherselfamanand

getdickedveryhard’’

Her‘’STEVEN’’

Me‘’nomama,IloveyouandNonibutIwillnothaveyoucome

tomyhouseandtellmewhoIshould

andshouldn’tdate,thisismylovelife,IwillchoosethewomanI

wishtospendtherestofmylifewith



andIdon’tneedyouropiniononthat,justyoursupportasmy

mother,myonlyparent’’

Her‘’soIshouldjustwatchyoumakeamistake,Ijustwantyou

togetagoodgirlmanSteven’’

Me‘’mygirlisagoodgirlformemama,IchosehercozIwillbe

theonetolivewithher.Thanksforyour

concernbutOliviaisperfectfor,ifyougiveherachanceyou

willseethisforyourself’’

Her‘’mxmIwastedmytime,letmejustcookandleave’’Ilaugh

Me‘’don’tworryaboutthat,shecookedforme,enoughforthe

wholeweek’’shelooksatmeandsays

nothing

Her‘’IhaveerrandstorunIwillseeyou,Iloveyou’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutooma,andpleasetellyoudaughtertonever

contactmeorshowupifsheisnotready

toapologizetomygirlfriend’’

Her‘’youknowshewillneveragreetothat’’

Me‘’Iguessmeandherhavereachedourcrossroad,that’show

seriousIamaboutthisonemama’’



1monthlater

NTOMBI

Whatcouldpossiblybewrongwithme,thesepastfewweeks

havebeenhellforme,Ifeelsosick

everydayandonlyinthemorning,gettingthroughclassesisa

dragcozeverythingjustsmellshorribly,I

toldTebogoandhepromisedtotakemetotheDrtomorrow

cozithasbeenlongoverduenow,todayI

wokeupfeelingworse,Ididn’tevengotoschool.ohmyGod

hereitcomesagain,Iquicklygetoutof

bedandruntothebathroomalmostknockingdown

mam’Lungiledownwiththecupofcoffeeinher

hand,Ikneeldownquicklyandstartvomiting,thisispartofit,

throwingupearlyinthemorning,timeI

haven’tevenhadanythingtoeat.OnceIamdoneIstandup

andflushthenrinsemymouthandbrush

myteeth,Igetoutofthebathroomandmamaisstanding

outsidethedoorwithalookonherface



Me‘’Iamsorrymama,Ijust’’shedoesn’twaitformetofinish

Ma‘’Ntombi,what’sgoingonsisi’’

Me‘’Ithinknginenyogomama’’shelaughs

Ma‘’inahumanformyes’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumeanmama’’IaskcozreallyIamconfused

Ma‘’comelet’sgositdown’’Ifollowherandwegotothe

lounge,wesitandshelooksatmestraightin

theeye

Me‘’iseverythingokaymama’’

Ma‘’youtellmesisi’’

Me‘’Iamlostmama’’

Ma‘’Ntombi,doyouandGadafiuseacondom’’Itenseupand

giveherthehowdidyouknowaboutus

lookandshedoesn’tchangeherexpression.

Ma‘’Iwasnotbornyesterday,Iknowaboutyoutoo,you

suddenlyhaveafriendyousleepoverat

ngamaweekends,youreceiveniceexpensivegifts,youare

glowing’’Ilookdownembarrassed

Me‘’Iamverysorrymama’’



Ma‘’Iamnotangry,Ijustwishyoucouldhavefinishedschool

firstandbeindependent,achildisahuge

responsibility’’

Me‘’achild?Whatareyoutalkingabout’’

Ma‘’itisclearthatyouarepregnantNtombi,morning

sicknesses,youarealwaystired,everything

smellsbad,youareforeverscratchingyourbreasts’’Ifeltmy

heartgointomystomach

Me‘’kodwamamawedidn’tuseitonlyonce,afterthatwehave

beensafe’’

Ma‘’that’sallittakesmybaby’’Ifeellikemyworldisaboutto

crash,Iamnotreadyforachild,Iwanted

togetmylifeinorderfirst,Tebogo,willhebemadatmefor

fallingpregnant

Me‘’ohGodwhathaveIdone’’

Ma‘’youhadsexwithoutacondomsthandwasamandnowa

livingproofwillbehereinafewmonths

time’’Ifeeltearsthreatening

Me‘’Ididn’tmeantodisrespectyoulikethismam’Lungile’’she

smiles

Ma‘’likeIsaidIwishyoucouldhavefinishedschoolfirst,achild



willgrow,Ijustneedyoutopromiseme

thatyouwillfinishyourqualificationandfulfillyourdreams,

don’tdependonGadafi,beyourown

womanplease’’

Me‘’IpromisemamaandIamsorryagain’’

Ma‘’youandSizakeleandtheseoldmanwillkillme’’weboth

laugh

Me‘’Iwillmakeituptoyoumama’’

Ma‘’onceyouhavesharedthiswithyourboyfriendtellhimI

wanttohaveawordwithhim’’Inodandshegivesmeawarm

hug

MERCY

Ihaveneverfeltsogoodinmylife,thesedrugshelpmeforget

andthat’swhatIneedtoforgetthatI

fuckedupandlosttheonlytwopeoplethatlovedmetothe

moonandbackbecauseofmyownselfish

reasons,IjusthadtwolinesofcocaineandIfeellikeIownthe

world,thisweatherisperfecttobe



indoorsandsmokewithpeopleanddrinkalcohol,justtohave

madfun,mydealerandIhave

establishedatrustrelationship,Inolongermeetwithhimat

cornerInowgotohisplace,Imustadmit

thesepeoplemakealotofmoneysellingthisthingtous,Ifind

myselfoutsidehishousehighasfuck,

thereareafewexpensivecarsparkedoutside,Ijustwalkinring

thedoorbell,hecomestoopenandhe

isbuttnakedwithaglassofwhiskyinhishand

Him‘’richkid,whatareyoudoinghere’’

Me‘’Ineedsomestuff’’helaughs

Him‘’youtwobagslastnight,youmushupgradetosomething

strongernow’’

Me‘’cokeisstillfinefornow’’Isaytryingtokeepmyeyesaway

fromhisexposeddick

Him‘’comeinandhaveafewlinesonme,myfriendsandIare

havingourownfun’’Inodandwalkin,

heclosesthedoorthenleadstheway,aswegodeeperinthe

houseIhearsexualsounds,Istoponmy

tracksandhelaughs



Him‘’don’tbescaredlikeIsaidwearejusthavingfun’’we

continuewalkinginandthenextthingIsaw,

shockedme

Me‘’whatthehellisgoingonhere’’Iaskandhesmirksandsits

downplacingabagofcoke,abankcard

andaR200noteonthetable

Him‘’thisisfunitscalledcreampie’’thereareabout12orso

guysallnakedandonewoman,theyare

havingturnswithherandsheseemstobeenjoyingherself,I

haveneverseenanythinglikethis

Me‘’canI’’henodsandIstartdoingsomelines,theyeventually

finishandthegirlcomestositnextto

meanddoestwolines

Her‘’himynameisVicky’’

Me‘’ohheyIamMercy,didtheyforceyoutodothat’’Iwhisper

andshelaughs

Her‘’noIenjoydoingitandtheypaymegoodmoney’’Iam

shocked

Me‘’Isee’’mydealerintroducesmetohisfriendsandrichkid

andthemasjusttheboys,oneofthem

sayssomethingthatseemstointeresteveryone



Him‘’let’shaveagangbang’’thisVickygirllaughs

Her‘’IdoubtMercywillagree’’

Me‘’agreetowhatexactly’’theyalllookingatmeintense’’my

dealerspeaks

Him‘’weallhavesex’’Igaspforair

Me‘’what,all13ofyouhavesexwithjustthetwoofus’’

Him‘’yes’’

Her‘’itisveryfunIswear’’shesayslaughing,Iamhighyeasbut

thisshitscaresme

Me‘’IthinkIhaveheardandseentoomuchforoneday’’Istand

upanddropacoupleofnotesonthe

tableandtaketwobagsofcocaineandhurryoutleavingthem

burstinginlaughter.

Him‘’wewillbehereifyouchangeyourmindprincessIknow

youarehorny’’mydealershoutsloud

enoughformetohearhim,Igettomycarandsigh,Idon’t

knowwhybutIstartimaginingmyselfinthatgroupsex,butthe

thoughtoftheirinchesisenoughtogetmetostartmyengine

anddriveoff.

IwillTRYtopostagainlaterwhentheelectricityisback.
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GADAFI

Ntombihasn’tbeenfeelingwellthesepastfewweeks,wedon’t

knowwhatiswrongwithhersoI

decidedthatitistimesheconsultsaDr,Ijustpickedherup

fromLungile’shouseafewminutesagoand

shehasbeenoffsince,Itrytomakesmalltalkhereandthere

butsherespondswithonewordanswers

soIfiguresheisnotfeelingtoowell,maybeaftershegets

medicationshewillbebacktomybubbly

baby,wegettotheDr’sofficeandshewalksoutbeforeIcan

sayanything,ifIdidn’tknowbetterI

wouldsaysheishidingsomethingfrommeorsomethingis

reallybotheringher,wewillhavetohavea

conversationafterhere.Itakeherhandafterlockingthecar

andwewalkin,Ikissherknucklesbutshe

doesn’trelaxatall,noIamofficiallyworriedabouther,weare

rightontimeforoutappointmentsothe



receptionistsjusttellsustogorightin.

Dr‘’goodafternoon,howmayIhelpyouguystoday’’theIndian

femaleDrsays

Me‘’hiDr,Ibroughtmygirlfriendin,shehasn’tbeenfeeling

okayforweeksnow’’Isaylookingat

Ntombiwhoislookingdown

Dr‘’ohokaynoproblem,sodarlingcanyoupleasedescribeyour

symptomstome’’shelooksatmeand

Iseefearinhereyes,sheisscaringmereally

Her‘’uhmahh,Iuhm’’

Dr‘’relaxandtakeadeepbreath,wecouldaskyourpartnerto

stepout,ifheismakingyoufeel

uncomfortable’’sheshakesherhead

Her‘’noit’sokay,ifit’strueIwanthimtohearitsoIdon’thave

torepeatittohim’’

Me‘’babywhatisgoingon,youarescaringme’’sheignoresme

andlooksattheDr

Her‘’DrIthinkIampregnant’’inthatpointintimemywhole

worldcametoastandstill



Me‘’youarewhat?’’Isayhalfshouting,shedoesn’tlookatme

Dr‘’okaythatshouldn’tbeaproblematall,justtakethiscup

andpeeinitthenwewillrunaquicktest

andifitcomesbackpositivewewillgetascanandstartyouon

somesupplementsokay’’shetakesthe

cupanddisappearsinthebathroom,Iamleftwithmixed

emotions,Iamnotsurehowtofeelaboutall

ofthis,ImeanIneverthoughtabouthavingKids,hellIjustonly

letmyselffallinlove,andknowImight

beafather,thisisalltoomuchtoosoon,IloveherandIjust

wantedtogivehertheworldfirst,Imeanif

myenemiesfindoutaboutthisIamruined,theywillusethis

childtogetwhattheywantoutofme,oh

fuckhowcouldIhavebeensostupid.Irubmyboldhead

roughly

Dr‘’sirareyouokay’’

Me‘’IamfineDr,wasjustnotexpectingthis’’shewasaboutto

respondwhenthedooropensand

Ntombiwalksout,shehandstheDrthecupandsheinsertshe

glovesandinsertsastripintheurineand

putitdown,afterwhatseemslikeeternityshelooksandsmiles



Dr‘’congratulations,youarepregnant.Let’stakealookatthe

angelinthe’’Ilookatmybabyandshe

hastearsinhereyes.Ifeellikewalkingoutofhereandgoing

forlongdrivejusttoclearmyhead,they

bothstandupandheadtothebed,Icouldn’tevenstand,I

swearshockcankill,theycomebackandI

seeherholdingontoablackandwhitepicture,sheevenhasa

smileonherfacebutthepainand

uncertaintyinhereyesisvisible,shelooksatmeandIstare

backwithnoemotions,IhatethatIam

hurtingherrightnowbutthisisalltoomuch,Idon’tknow

really

Dr‘’mhhmhh’’sheclearsherthroatobviouslyfeelingthe

awkwardnessbetweenNtombiandI

Me‘’excuseme,youwillfindmeinthecar’’Istandupandwalk

out,IneedtotalktoRazorrightnow,I

feellikeIamlosingmymindrightnow.

LUNGILE

Mydaughtersurprisedmeandpaidmeavisit,Ihaven’tseen



hersinceherLobolanegotiationswhich

wentwell,MaNtuli’sbrothersmanagedtocomethroughand

negotiateforher,Iamgratefulforthat

really,Idon’tknowwhattodoforthatwoman,forallshehas

doneforme,weareinthelounge

watchingsomeNigerianmovieandIknowthatsheisirritated

butshemustjustsuckitupbecausethis

ismyhouse,Thandiwedecidedtolockherselfandherchildren

inthebedroomcozhersisterishere,I

reallydon’tknowwhensheisplanningtoburrythis.

Her‘’mamacanwewatchsomethingelsehaibo’’

Me‘’gotoyourhousekesisi’’shelaughs

Her‘’throwingmeoutbecauseoftheseloudmovies’’

Me‘’IpaidforthisDSTVandthisismyhouse,stopcomplaining

andgocook’’

Her‘’justwow’’webothlaugh,thedooropensandNtombi

walksinlookingdefeated,sheisevencrying,

Sizakelequicklygetsupandhurriestoher,helpinghertothe

nearestchair,Igetupandsitnexttoher



Me‘’haibosisi,yiniukhalelani(whyareyoucrying)’’shecries

moreanditpainsme

Her‘’khulumanathiNtombi(talktous)’’sheweepsinSiza’s

armsforafewminutes

Me‘’khulumanomamakhosisi(talktoyourmother)’’

Ntombi‘’ngi’khulelwemama’’shesaysandcriesharder

Me‘’ohmybaby’’ItakeherfromSizakele

Her‘’isitGadafi?’’shenods

Her‘’thenyoudon’thavetoworrysisi,hewillbehereforyou

andthebaby’’

Ntombi‘’Idoubtthat,IwaswithhimattheDr,hewascold,he

didn’tevencareSiza,hejustdroppedme

offherewithouteventalkingtome,whyishedoingthistome’’

shecriesharder

Her‘’thatisunluchGadafi,thatmanlovesyou,Iamsureheis

justscared,Imeanheneverthoughthe

couldloveawoman,andyoucamealone,hellheneverthought

hecouldbesomeone’sfatherandagain

hereyouaregivinghimthemostbeautifulgiftintheworld’’

Ntombi‘’thenwhydidheleavemeofflikethat,hewassocold

Siza’’



Her‘’Iamsorry,butheisjustscared,hewillcalmdownand

realizehowblessedheis,don’tcryplease’’

Me‘’don’tcrybaby,youareupsettingmygrandchild’’

Her‘’mamaisrightweshouldbecelebratingthisnewlifenot

sobbingandsadlikethis,Glovesyouand

hewillprocessallofthisthencomearoundIpromise’’

Ntombi‘’IhopesoSizacozIcan’tdothisonmyown’’

Me‘’youwillneverdothisalone,youhaveussisi’’shesmiles

Ntombi‘’thankyousomuchmama’’

Her‘’didtheystartyouonsupplements?’’shetakesoutmeds

fromherbag

Ntombi‘’shegavemeallthis’’

Her‘’goodthen,areyoucomfortablewithherorshouldwe

shoparoundforanOB/GYN?’’

Ntombi‘’Iamcomfortablewithherthankyou’’

Me‘’okayletmegofixyousomethingtoeat’’

Ntombi‘’nothankyoumamaIwanttogoandliedownabit’’

Me‘’thisoneismakingyoulazy’’Ibrushhertummyandshe

gigglesandheadstoherroom

Her‘’mamaletmegofindthatfoolGadafi,Iamprettysurehe



isatmyhouse’’

Me‘’bringhimherewhenyoufindhim,whatdidhethinkwould

happenifhedidn’tuseacondom’’

Her‘’Iwillcallyoulater,Iloveyou’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoosisi,drivesafelyandstopbeingastranger

SizakeleIamyourmotherandImissyou’’

Her‘’IpromiseIwon’tmawami’’wehugandsheleaves,Ihead

tothekitchentofixsomethingfor

Ntombi,shehastoeatitisnolongeraboutherbutthebaby

SIZA

Iamgoingtoknockonthatbigheadofhis,howcouldhebeso

stupidGod,Idon’tunderstandhowman

thinksometimes,hisstupidselfthoughtitwasokaytobeajerk

atasensitivetimelikethis,Ijusthope

heisatthehousecozIamnotinthemoodtolookforhimall

overthiscity,hebetterhaveafucking

goodexcuseastowhyhedidthattothewomanheclaimsto

love.Igettothehouseandtheimbecile’s



carisinthedriveway,IdriveinlikeLewisHamiltonandsprint

outofthecarlikeUsainBolt,thehouseis

deadquietsoImakemywaytohisstudy,Ifindhimpacingup

anddownwithmymanonhischairlookingathim

Me‘’whatmadeyouthinkthatdoingthattoNtombiisokay’’

G‘’howdoyouknow’’

Me‘’Iwasatmymother’swhenshegothomecryingandfeeling

allalone’’hesighsandsitsdown,Igo

tohimandtakethewhiskyglassfromhishandandknockon

hisboldheadwithit

G‘’ouchSiza,brothertalktoyourwifeplease’’

Mo‘’nopeIwannabeatthelivingshitoutofyoumyself’’

G‘’wowbrotherwow’’

Me‘’whydidyoudoit’’

G‘’Iamscaredokay,whatkindoffatherwillIpossiblybeSiza’’

Me‘’theonethattries,theonethatlovesunconditionallyand

mostimportantlytheonethatstays

throughitall’’

Mo‘’Softisrightbrother,youarebeingblessedhere,Godis



givingyouachancetobeagoodman’’

G‘’IneverthoughtIcouldbeanyone’sfatherman’’

Me‘’sheisscared,alone,shefeelslikeyouusedhertoo,she

feelslikethekingwasrightthatnoman

willeverseeherworthyandrightnowyouaremakingher

believethosewordsmorethanever,sheis

carryingyourchild,sheneedsyou’’

G‘’shitIhurtmybaby,howcouldIhavepushedheraway,I

promisedtoneverleaveandIdidjustthat,

howdoIlookather’’

Mo‘’justgoseeyourwomanandyouwillfigureitout’’

G‘’it’sjustsocomplicated,myrivalsandenemies,oncethey

knowaboutthemIamfucked’’

Me‘’youhavebeenacartelLordallyourlife,itistimethat

changesGadafi,it’stimetobeafatherand

partnertoNtombi’’

Mo‘’yephelpwithgroceryshoppingandchangingdiapers’’he

laughs

G‘’theunderworldisallIknow’’

Me‘’offoGodsake,youwerenotbornacriminal.Yourbrother



managedtoleavethatlifewhatmakes

youthinkyouwillfail’’

G‘’RazorhasalwaysbeenafamilymanSiza,itwasn’teasyfor

himtobecompletelynormal’’

Me‘’doyouloveNtombi’’

G‘’morethananythinginthiswholeentireworldIswear’’

Me‘’thengomakethingsrightwithher,assureherthatyouwill

neverdothisagain,proveittoo’’

G‘’Ifuckedup’’

Me‘’yesyoudidbutshelovesyouandtrustmethatalonewill

makeherforgiveyou’’

G‘’IneededtohearthisthankyouSiza,letmegoseemy

woman,thoughLungileisgoingtoeatme

aliveandraw’’

Me‘’makethingsrightwithNtombiandallwillbegoneand

forgotten’’

Mo‘’Mrs.Motaungsaidit’’

G‘’youarealuckymanbrother’’

Mo‘’andsoareyou,gogetyourqueenandbehappyyouare

havingababy’’hesmilesandleaves



MERCY

Idecidedtotreatmyselftoa3coursemealattoprestaurant,i

havebeenspendingsomuchoncocaine

IforgotIenjoythesethings,Ievenboughtmyselfapairof

shoesandadress,Istillneedtolookgood,I

meanIamnojunkieIamjustusingtoforgetandthatdoesn’t

meanIshouldn’ttakecareofmyself,this

champagnestilltastesasgoodasthelasttimeIremember.I

wasenjoyingthetasteonmytonguewhen

someonegrabbedachairandsetdown.

Her‘’Mercy,howlovelytoseeyou’’shedoesn’tlooklikethat

otherdayatall

Me‘’ohheyVicky’’

Her‘’howaryoudoing,thelasttimeIsayyou,youwere

practicallyrunningoutofEmi’shouse’’

Me‘’Emi?’’

Her‘’youdealer’’shesaysinalowvoice,ohthatishisname



Me‘’Iwastraumatized’’shelaugh

Her‘’whatworlddoyoulivein,whatwashappeningwastotally

normal’’isthisgirlforreal

Me‘’thereisnothingnormalaboutsleepingwith13manatthe

sametimewithnocondom’’shesmiles

Her‘’whenyouarehighonthegoodstuffhoneyitis,don’ttell

methatyouarenotawareofhownice

sexiswhenyouhighoncoke’’Iswallowandpressmythighs

together

Me‘’that’soutrageous’’shelaughsagain

Her‘’youshouldletlose’’

Me‘’yousaidthemoneyisgood,sohowmuchdotheypayyou’’

shesmiles

Her‘’enoughbabeenough’’

Me‘’okaythen’’

Her‘’weshouldhangsometimesyouknowIdon’thavefriends

sincemymanmarriedmybestfriend’’

Me‘’ouchthatsucks’’

Her‘’tellmeaboutithey,sotellmewhydoyouuse’’

Me‘’toforget’’



Her‘’thatmeansyouusemorethanyoushould’’

Me‘’youdon’t?’’

Her‘’Iamnotstupid’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’thenwhydoyouuse’’

Her‘’tobeinthepresenceoftheserichboys,theyblowmoney

likenothingandthisisJozihoneyagirls

gottosurvive’’

Me‘’wowokay’’

Her‘’afewlinesonceinawhileonlywhenIamwiththem,Iget

highIgivethemallthesextheywant

andIgetoutoftherewithmoneytohelpmeestablishmyself’’

Me‘’establishyourself’’

Her‘’startabusinessandleavethishustlingthestreetslife’’

Me‘’myfatherwantedmetostartabusinessbutthatwasn’t

forme’’

Her‘’whatdoyoudoforaliving’’

Me‘’Ijustbreatheandspendsomemoney’’

Her‘’youreallyarearichkid,nooffencebutwhyareya’llso

stupidthough’’



Me‘’excuseme’’

Her‘’yourparentsalwaysaskyoutogetqualificationsorgive

youstartupsforbusinessofyourchoice

andyoualwaysseethatasadeathsentencegeezopenyour

eyes,theyseethattheywillnotliveforever

theyarejusttryingtohelpyousurvivewhentheyaregone,just

givemeyourlifeplease’’Iswallowcoz

herwordsremindmeofmyfathersomuch

SIZAS’TRIBLATIONS

CHAPTER99(NOTEDITED)

VUSI

UrieltellsmethatMandlaandPalesahaveseparatedand

honestlythatshookmetothemoon,shealso

toldmethatheiscurrentlyunderinvestigationatworkbut

doesn’tknowforwhatreasonsincethe

hospitalmanagementiskeepingthisunderwraps,nowonder

hehasbeenwithdrawnfromuslatelyhe

isgoingthroughthemostandheisnotsharingthiswith



anyone,Ihatethatheiskeepingthisfromus,I

meanIcouldhavebeenabletohelphimfromthis.Whatiseven

niceisthatRazorownthathospitalso

ifIhaveawordwithhimhemightbeabletomakethiswhole

thingdisappear,Ihavebeenhooting

outsidehisgateandcallingbutIgetnoresponseatall,Istart

toreallypanicIdecidetojumpthefence

luckyformeitisnotthathigh,Iwalktothedoorandtrythe

handleandluckilyitisnotlocked,Igetin

andthehouseisamess,takeawaycontainersallover,empty

alcoholbottles,hisclothesare

everywhere,Iclosemyeyescozthishereprovesthatheisgoing

throughthemost,Igettothelounge

andheissittingtherewatchingvideosofDr’sperforming

surgeriesandheiscryingholdingabottleof

hennessyinhishand

Me‘’ntwana’’hejustlooksatmeandsaysnothing,Isighandgo

sitnexttohim

Me‘’Urieltellsmewhatisgoingonatthehospitalbafo,why

didn’tyoucometometohelpyoufixthis



messntwanayam’’heletsoutmoretears

Him‘’itisallmessedupbutIswearIdidn’tdowhattheyare

accusingmeoff’’

Me‘’Iknowpoi,Imademyinvestigations,thatgirlwasan

addict,herparentsaredoingthistoprotect

theirimagine’’

Him‘’atmyexpensendoda,howfuckedupcanpeoplebe’’

Me‘’peoplearecruelbafo,weneedtofightthisthingbutfirstI

amgoingtoneedyoustopwiththe

drinking,Ineedyoutogetyouracttogether,thosepeopleare

richandtheywilldoanythingnottotaint

theirreputation,Ineedyoutogetittogether’’

Him‘’likeyousaidtheyarerichpoiandthehospitalis

distancingthemselvesfromme’’

Me‘’Iknowtheownerofthehospital,Ijustsavedhimfromjail

andIthinkhewouldwanttoshow

appreciation’’

Him‘’Razor’’

Me‘’yes,thatishisjoint,thechiefofsurgeryishisexwife’s

brother’’hesitsupstraight



Him‘’areyouforreal,youwouldtalktoRazorforme’’

Me‘’youaremybestfriendbafoIwontsitaroundandwatch

somenarcissistsruinyourcareerbecause

theydon’twanttheworldtoknowthattheirpreciousdaughter

wasajunkiethatOverdosedanddied’’

Him‘’thankyouMfethu’’hewipeshistears

Me‘’nowIneedyoutogotakeashowerandbefresh’’

Him‘’areyousayingthatIamsmellingVusi’’

Me‘’yousaiditbafoIdidn’t’’helaughs

Him‘’mxmftsek’’hestandsup

Me‘’letmecallthecleaningcompanysolongandorderussome

food,wehaveacasetopreparefor,I

wanttoapproachRazorwithallthefacts’’henods

Him‘’thankyouVusi,Iwasgonnasithereandhaveapityparty

formyself,Iappreciatethis’’

Me‘’surepower,Iknowyouwouldhavedonethesameforme’’

Him‘’ordersomethingspicyyeses’’

Me‘’ngekeIwantthathangovertoteachyoualesson’’

Him‘’youareevilbra’’Ilaughandhedisappearstothe

bathroomandImakethosecallssolong.



OLIVIA

Mybabycalledandaskedmetocometohishousecozhissister

wantedtotalktome,Ihonestlydon’t

havetimeforthatbratandallIwilldotodayIwilldoforSteve

cozthismeansalottohim,Ihonestly

don’tgetwhythatNonigirlgavemeattitudeImeanshe

doesn’tevenknowmetohavejudgedmelike

that,unlessshewantstodateherownbrotherorshehas

someoneshewantshimtobewithandthat

shewillneverhappencozIamnotleavingStevenfornobody,I

amheretobuildhoney,thisisnotthe

commitmentfearingOlivia,thisonerighthereistheonethat

knowswhatshewantsandisn’tafraidto

workforit.IgettothehouseandparkbehindacarIassume

belongstohissister,Iunlockthedoorand

walkinfindthemsittingintheloungeintotalsilence,bothbusy

ontheirphones.

Me‘’hello’’



Him‘’heybaby’’Igotohimandpeckhislipsjusttoannoyher

Her‘’hiOlivia’’

Him‘’yougothererealquickbabe’’

Her‘’wasdrivingtomydad’swhenyoucalledsoIjustuturned’’

Him‘’thankyouforcominglove’’

Her‘’sowhatbringsmeherecozIwasgoingtocomelateron’’

hesighs

Him‘’Noni,wantedtosaysomethingtoyou’’

Me‘’oh’’Isayandlookather

Her‘’Ihonestlywanttoapologizefromthebottomofmyheart

Olivia,IwasabratandIdidn’thaveany

righttospeaktoyouinthatmanner,youaremybrothers

girlfriendandhelovesyouthatisclearsissoI

won’tbeapainandcosthimthefirstgirlIhaveeverseenhim

sohappywith,Ihopewecanbeableto

putthisbehindusandstartafresh’’Ifakeasmileandlookat

myman

Me‘’ujmwowIdidn’texpectthatcominghere,butIreally

appreciatethisNoni,wegoodIacceptyour

apology’’



Him‘’ahhhthankGod,Iwasnotgonnasurvivebeefbetweenmy

babyandmylittlesister’’

Her‘’sorrybro,canwehugitoutOlivia’’

Me‘’whynot,comehere’’shecomestomeandwehugand

settleonthesamecouch

Him‘’nowcanIorderusfoodandfixussomedrinkssoyoutoo

cangettoknoweachother’’

Me‘’okaylove’’hegetsupandgoestothekitchen

Her‘’don’teverforoneminutethinkthatImeantwhatIsaid,I

amgoingtofrustrateyoutillyoulivemy

brotheralone’’IburstoutlaughingIknowthisbitchwasjust

sellingthattoherbrother

Him‘’sharethejokebabe’’heshoutsfromthekitchen

Me‘’it’sagirlthingbabe,butyoursisterissuchajokerhey’’I

sayandlookatthischild

Her‘’ImeanitOlivia,ifyouknowwhatisgoodforyou,youwill

justbrakeupwithhimnow’’

Me‘’ohyoujustgavememorereasontostaywithhimboo’’

Her‘’youthinkIamplayingwithyou’’

Me‘’Idon’thavethetimetoplayhun,andIwouldsuggestthat

thetimeyougoingtoinvestintryingto



brakeStevenandIup,Iwouldadviseyoutouseittofindaman

sohecantakecareofyouhoney,you

needsexandalotofit’’shewasabouttorespondwhenbabe

gotbackin

Him‘’hereareourdrinks,IorderedfoodonMrD’’

Her‘’thanksbro,youthebest’’

Him‘’surethingNons’’

Her‘’andbiggyIwashopingtospendtheweekendwithyou,it

hasbeenaminutereally’’

Him‘’Iwouldlovethatsis’’letmeshowthischildhowit’sdone

Her‘’ohGod’’Isayinalowvoice

Him‘’whatiswronglove’’Ifondlewithmyfingers

Me‘’nothingbabe’’henarrowshiseyes

Him‘’babydon’tdothat’’

Me‘’okayfine,Ihadplannedaromanticgateawayforthetwo

ofus,itwasmeanttobeasurprise’’

Him‘’ohnanawhydidn’tyoutellmethough’’Ismile

Me‘’SURPRISEbabehao’’helaughs

Him‘’siswegonnahavetotakearaincheck,mybabywantsto

spoilme’’shegiveshimafakesmileand



hehugsme,Istickmytongueoutather,Ineedtomake

bookingsfastcozIjustmadethisuptoshow

thisgirlthatthereisnocompetitionbetweenus,sheishis

sisterandIhisgirlfriend.

GADAFI

Idecidedtogotoababystoreandboughtafewthingsforthe

baby,theassistanthelpedmepickout

unisexclothessinceIdon’tknowwhatwearehaving,after

speakingtoSizaIsawthatIhurtNtombi,she

isscaredandIwassupposetoassureherthatweareinthis

togethernottorunthewaythatIdid,Ican

onlyhopethatsheunderstandsandtakesmeback.Iloveher

andIdon’twanttolivemylifewithouther

andourbaby,asmuchasIamscaredIwilldomybesttothe

bestfathertomychildandafucken

amazinghusbandtoNtombi.Igotothefloristandbuther2

dozensofwhiteroses,IthentoAlberton

andIwontlikeIamshitscaredwhatifshedoesn’twanttohear

anythingthatIhavetosay,butSizasaid



shelovesmeandshewillforgiveme,Igettothehouseand

presstheintercomandasecondlaterthe

gateopensandIdrivein,IparkandretrieveeverythingthatI

boughtandLungileisalreadywaitingat

thedoor,Iwalktowardsherwithshame

Me‘’Lungile’’

Her‘’don’tyouevermakehercrylikethatsiyezwana’’Inod

Me‘’pleaseforgivemeIwasjustscaredplease’’

Her‘’sheistheonecarryingthatlifeinsideofher,howdoyou

thinkshefeltwhenshelearntthatsheis

goingtobeamotherandthemanwhosupposetoloveher

ditchedandmadeherfeellikesheis

nothing’’Ireallyhurtmybaby,Ineedtomakethisright

Me‘’Iamsosorryplease,canIseeher’’shesighs

Her‘’sheisinherroom,shehasbeencryingsinceyesterday

afteryoudroppedheroff’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’cani?’’sheshowsmeherroomandIopenthedoor,sheis

inthecoversandIcanhersniff,Fuck

manGadafi,shewillneverevercrybecauseofyou.Iplacethe



paperbagsonchairandtheflowerson

thechestofdrawers,Iremovemyshoesandgetinbedwithher,

shelookupandseesthatit’smeand

shecriesharder,Iamsuchajerkyeses,Itakeherintomyarms

andlethercry

Me‘’Iamreallysorrybaby,Iwasjustsoscared,Iforgotthat

youarescaredtoo,Ijustneverimagibed

myselfasanyone’sfathersoIwasreallyshocked,Itdoesn’t

justifythewayIhurtyouandIamsorry

baby,pleaseforgiveme,Iloveyousomuch,youandthelifeyou

arecarrying,thelifewecreated

together,IwilltryeverythingIcaninmypowertobethebest

fatherandpartnertoyou,Idon’thave

anyreferenceastohowIshoulddothisbutsolongasIam

doingitwithyouIknowIwilleventuallyget

itright,thankyouforsuchanincrediblegiftyouaregiving,ever

sinceyousteppedfootinmylifeyou

givemealltheseblessingsandIreallyappreciateit,forgiveme

please’’shesaysnothingbutherhands

snakearoundmywaistandshetightensherholdIkissher

forehead’’



Her‘’pleasedon’teverleaveuslikethatTebogo,weneedyou’’

shesaysafterforever

Me‘’IpromiseIwon’tlove,IneedyouguystooandIguessin

theprocessofraisingourgiftwewillalso

dosomegrowingup,especiallyme’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iloveyousomuch’’

Me‘’Iknowmybaby,andIloveyoutoo’’shesitsstraightandI

kissher,Imovetoherbelly

Me‘’heyprincess,thisisdaddyhere,Iamsorryformaking

mommycrythismuch,daddydoesn’twant

andwillneverbethefirstmantobreakyourheart,domea

favorinthere,stopmakingmywomansick

please,nowthatweknowyouaregrowinginthebeagoodgirl

andgivehersomerestokay,andoh

daddybroughtyouclothesIhopeyouwilllovethem’’sheis

laughingandbrushingmyboldhead

Her‘’princesshuh’’

Me‘’daddy’sprincesslove,Ican’tbelieveIamgoingtobea

fatherfuck’’

Her‘’heylanguage’’

Me‘’Iamsorrybabe’’shesmiles



Me‘’isshereallygrowinginthere?’’

Her‘’yessheis,herheartbeatisstrongtoo’’Ismile

Me‘’canwepleasegototheDragainsoIcanhearittoo’’

Her‘’noproblem,Iwouldlovethatverymuch’’

Me‘’Iwillnevermakeyoucryeveragain,exceptinthe

bedroom’’shelaughs

Her‘’Tebogo,mybabyislistening,youcan’tbesayingsuch

thingsinfrontofher’’

Me‘’yeama’am,canyougohomewithmeplease’’

Her‘’IwouldlovetobutIthinkmamaisstillmadatyou’’

Me‘’eishyeahsheis,IguessIwillsettleforcuddlingyouinher

house’’Isayplacingmyheadonhertummythebumpisnotyet

showingthough

SIZA

MolemoandIarewiththeweddingplanner,ifshewasn’tgood

atherjobIwouldfirehertrustme,this

girlisflirtingwithmymanlikeIamnotintheroom,Icansee

howuncomfortablemymanisandIbet



youshecanseeittoobutsisisonamissionGod,Itried

swappingsideswithMososhecanstop

touchingbutshejustfindsawaytogethermessage,sheis

testingmeIswearandifshedoesn’tstop

thisnonsenseIwillembarrassher,sheisexplainingthe

differentvenuesandhowshedecorateseach

differentlyandwhy.Sheistalkingdestinationweddingsand

noneofthatinterestme

Me‘’honestlyIjustwantmyweddingtobeatavineyard,

everythingtheceremony,picturesand

reception’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohbutvineyardweddingsareso2017don’tyouthink

Molemo,ImeanDubaiismorelikeit’’

Me‘’actuallyavineyardweddingismoreclassyandreserved

notinyourfaceandalloverlikealltheseplacesyouhavebeen

screamingabout’’Iseeherswallowhersaliva

Her‘’ohIuhm’’

Me‘’yeahsopleasegetusalistofallthebeautifulvineyards

andpleaseletthembeinSouthAfrica’’

Her‘’isthatwhatyouwanttooMolemo’’



Me‘’givemywomaneverythingshewant,ifshewantstable

mountaingiveittoherifshewantsTD

Jakesgethimher,whatevershewantsmakeithappen’’

Her‘’youareluckySiza’’IwasabouttoanswerwhenMotookit

Me‘’Iamtheluckyone’’hisworkphoneringsandhewalksaway

toanswerit

Her‘’hewalksawaytoanswerhisphone,notagoodsignsis’’I

sigh

Me‘’isthatstatementapartoftheweddingplans’’shenarrows

hereyesconfused

Her‘’uhmno’’

Me‘’thenpleasedon’twhateverthathasnothingwithmy

weddingisnoneofyoubusinessandwhileat

itpleasestopmakingmymanuncomfortable,stopflirtingwith

himlikeIamnothereitispure

disrespect,Iknowalotofpeoplewhowillkillforthisjoband

theyknowwheretodrawtheline,Ilove

yourworkdon’tmakemefireyourightnow,stayinyourlane’’

Moclearshisthroatwithasmile

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER100(NOTEDITED)



THANDIWE

Myhusband,ImeanexhusbandaskedtoseethekidsandI

agreed,sinceheisafraidofseeingmy

motherheaskedthatwemeetatapublicplacecozIalsodon’t

wanttogothathouseandseeThato,

thoughIdidn’ttellhimthat.Igotmykidsreadyandpacked

everythingtheywillneedsincetheyare

goingfortheentireweekend,IdecidedtolookgoodmyselfI

mustn’tshowhimhowmiserableIam,soI

decidedtodomymakeupandrockaproperoutfitwithheels

even,theysaythebestwaytogetrevenge

istolookwayhotterafterthebreakup,Istandinfrontofafull

lengthmirrorandeventhoughIsayso

myselfIlooklikemoney,Itakemychildren’sthingsandput

theminthecarthengogetthemandstrap

themintheirseats.Mybabygirlisalreadyoutofit.Wedecided

thatwewillmeetatsomeprivate

residentialpark,IgetthereandIseehiscarparkedsoIdecide

nottocallhimbuttonavigatehim



myself.ItakeoutmysonandcarryKayise,whoisnowawake,

wewalkthroughtheparkandIseehim

butheisnotalone,heiswithhisnewwifeinmatchingoutfit,I

thinkIfeelmyheartsinkintomy

stomach,Imanagetocomposemyselfandwalktothem,they

bothstandastheyseeme,behindthem

isafamilypicnic,Ilookatitandwanttocry,heneverhadtime

todothesethingswithme.

Me‘’hey’’

Him‘’MaTha,howareyou’’

Her‘’heyThandiweyoulookreallybeautiful’’

Me‘’thankyouThato,IamfineDlomohowareyou’’

Him‘’wearefinethanks,andIreallyappreciateyouagreeingto

giveusthekidsfortheweekend’’

Me‘’it’sapleasure,havingapicnic’’

Him‘’yeswedobutwegoingtostartwithaphotoshoot,Thato

wantsustohaveahugephotoofusand

thekidsinthelounge’’

Me‘’ohIsee’’



Her‘’Ihopeyoudon’tmind,nowIfeellikeIshouldhaveasked

forpermission’’Ifakeasmile

Me‘’don’tbesillyit’sokay’’ohbythewaymysonsawfood,junk

foodtobepreciseandhedidn’teven

greet

Her‘’canIgochangethemsolongwhilewewaitforthe

photographer’’

Him‘’goodideamylove’’IhandherKayiseandshecallsonmy

sonwhogoeswithahugesmileandthey

disappeartothebathrooms

Her‘’whenwilltheybeback’’

Him‘’ThatosaidonMonday,shewilldropthemofflatercozI

havework,afterallIamabouttomissthis

entireweekendcozshetoldmethisweekendisallaboutthe

kids’’everythingthatIhavealways

screamedandbeggedhimtodoheisdoingitgracefullyforher,

lifene

Me‘’oh,whatdoyouguyshaveplanned’’

Him‘’ohshehasthisshootnow,thenwewillhaveapicnicthen

gohomeIthinktomorrowwearegoing

tothethemeparkorwildwatersthenSundayiskiddiescarnival



thenIdon’tknowwhatshehasplanned

inbetween,youknowsheistryingtoestablisharelationship

withthemandIamsogratefulforher

efforts,plustheylikeheritwon’tmakeherjobdifficult’’

Me‘’soundslikefun’’

Him‘’IthinkIammoreexcitedreally’’helaughsandIcan’t

standseeinghimthishappyandcontent

Me‘’Ihavetogonow,Idon’twanttobelate’’

Him‘’hotdate’’Ilaughafakelaugh

Me‘’nopenotreadyforthose,Iammeetingfriends’’Iliejustso

hethinksthatIhavealife

Him‘’Ididn’tknowyouhadany’’Ismileandwalkawaywitha

heavyheart

GADAFI

IamreallywarminguptothefactthatIamgoingtobeafather

soon,IamstillscaredbutthefactthatI

willhavesomeonewhowillinheritallmyfortuneisjust

amazing,myprincesswillbeadaddy’sgirlno



doubt,IhaveacloserelationshipwithmysistersthatIcouldn’t

keepthisasecret,Ijustwantthoseclose

tometoknowthatIhavefoundthemostamazingwomanin

theworldandshehasgivenmethemost

beautifulgiftever,Iknowsheisgoingtobeoverthemoon,she

hasalwaysbeggedmetosettledown

andmarryandhavekidsbutIguessthatwasnottherighttime

cozIwasn’tevenlookingwhenIfound

theloveofmylifeIwasn’teventryingwhenIgotherpregnantI

guesssomethingsarejustmeanttobe,

rightnowatthismomentwejustgottoMafikeng,weare5

minutesfrommysister’shouse,shedoesn’t

evenknowthatwearecomingIwanttosurpriseher,Ntombiis

worryingaboutnothing,theyaregoing

toloveher,plusmybabyspentthewholenightcookingfor

them,sheevenbakedandIhadtohelpI

won’tlieIhadsomuchfun,weparkinfrontofthegateandI

starthootingandsheandherkidscome

outscreaming,excitedtoseemycar,Igetoutandwalktothem,

mysisteristhefirstoneinmyarms.



Her‘’ohmymother’sonlyson’’

Me‘’ousiwaka(mysister)’’Ihaven’tseenherinawhile

Her‘’neverstayawayfromhomeforsolongplease’’

Me‘’youwillbehappytoknowwhyIhaven’tbeencoming’’she

smile

Her‘’tellmehao’’

Me‘’let’sgetourthingsoutofthecarfirst’’sheclicksher

tongueandmovestothecarwithawide

smile,Igivethemourluggageandtheywalktothehouse,I

openmybabiesdoorandshewalksoutand

helpsmecarrythecontainersoffood,wewalkinandmysister

screamsmakingmelaughandscaring

mywoman

Me‘’haimancomedownNthabi’’

Her‘’isthisthereasonyoumentionedoutside’’Inod

Me‘’yessheis’’sheattacksmewithahug

Her‘’ohfinallyTebogowaitsiIthoughtyouwilldiealoneand

miserable,ImeanleMolemogotherselfa

womanandheismarryingher’’

Me‘’butRazordidhaveawife’’



Her‘’samplellakalekgowaleowitsisentlegorenekesamoarate,

Ijustloveherchildren(don’ttellme

aboutthatwhitewoman,youknowverywellthatIneverliked

her)’’Ilaugh

Me‘’okayokay,letmeintroducetoyouokaybabythisismy

onlysurvivingsibling,Nthabisengandher

childrentheywillintroducethemselves,ousiwakathisisthe

womanIhavebeenwithforafewmonths

now,shetakescareofmeandIamhappykoGautengsincewe

gottogether,leinalagekeNtombi’’

Her‘’ohmysisteryoudon’tknowhowhappyIamtomeetyou,

thankyouverymuch,Ihavebeen

screamingaskinghimtofindawomanandIamsureour

motherisrejoicingknowingthatshewillhavea

daughterinlawofreshso’’shesqueezesher

Me‘’Nthabidon’tsqueezelikethat,sheispregnantphela

mothoo’’sheimmediatelylet’sgoandmove

herhandstohermouthandtearsstreamdownherfacea

secondlatershekneelsinfrontofNtombi

andstartkissingherfeet

Her‘’godworksinmysteriousway,Ntombibaby,maythegood



lordblessyouandthispregnancy,

whateveryouneedwearehere,thisisyourhomewhenyou

needanescapeyouarefreetoshowup

hereanymoment,Tebogotreatherlikeaqueenshesavedyou

andyouarenotevenaware’’shegets

upandhugsNtombiandmybabyhugsherback,sheisnow

relaxingwithasmileonherface

Ntombi‘’ngiyabongasisNthabi’’

Her‘’ohleZululangwanakogaebathong’’wealllaugh

Me‘’Ntombicooked,Kgaowarmupanddishforus,surelymy

princessishungrynow’’wealllaugh

RAZOR

Whenyougetmarriedtotherightwoman,shebecomesyour

everything,afriend,pastor,mother,

sister,lawyer,banker,teacher,stripper,drinkingbuddy,chef,

personalandmore,ImeanIdon’twantto

doanythingwithoutSizakele,Ihaveevenstartedrejecting

weekendmeetingscozthisisatimeIgetto



spendwithmybaby,yesweliveinthesamehouse,butduring

theweekwehaveworkandschool,so

whenit’sweekendslikethis,wejustbondandreflectonthe

previousweekandmakeplansandmore

plans.Weareinourkitchenandsheisplayingarchitecture,she

wantstochangethekitchenandour

bedroom,iwantedtobuyheranewhousebutsherefused

sayingshefeelsattachedtothishouse,she

saysthefirstmemoriesofuswereinthishouse,leavingwould

feellikesheisleavingabigpartofwhat

madeus,thatwasdeepIfeltit,Iwanttobuyherahousefacing

theoceaninCapeTown,shelovesthat

cityafterallitwillbeherebirthdaypresentthisyear.

Me‘’youdoknowyouarestudyingMedicinebabyletthe

redecoratingtoprofessionals’’

Her‘’soIcanhireanotherwhorewhowilltryherluckwithyou’’

Iburstoutlaughing

Me‘’theweddingplannerknowsherplacenowSoft’’

Her‘’thatwasafterIhadtothreatenherbabe,Ican’tgoaround

threateningallthesewomanIhire’’



Me‘’thenhireagayguylove’’shequicklyturnsandlooksatme

withawidesmile

Her‘’youmyloveareagenius,Iwillstartlookingfor

recommendations,atleastIknowhewillfindyou

sexybutnottryanything’’

Me‘’allowmetoneverbearoundwhenyoufinallyfindone’’she

laughs

Her‘’androbmyselfoffseeingyoulookinglikeyouwantto

jumpoutofyourskin’’Ilaughwithher

Me‘’theyaretooboldbaby’’myphonebeepsandItakeit,it’sa

photofromGadafi,itsNthabiand

Ntombi,theylooksohappy,Iamgladheisfinallytakingsome

hugesteps

Me‘’babylook’’Ihandhermyphoneandshesmiles

Her‘’ncoooothisissocutemyGod’’

Me‘’Iamsohappyforthem’’

Her‘’metoomylove,theybothdeservethisreallyandIam

happytheyfoundhappinesswitheach

other’’shesayssincerely

Me‘’thisbabywillbethebestthingtohappentomybrother’’



Her‘’Ican’twaitforthenewlife’’

Me‘’wecouldbewaitingonmysonrightnowbutyouare

denyingmesexbabyyouaresocruel’’

Her‘’Iamnot,justtryingtomakeourhoneymoonnightmore

intense’’Ifrown

Me‘’youaredelayingmemychildrenherelove’’

Her‘’babyyoustartedmeonsomefertilitytreatmentIamnot

delayinganything’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwanttocementmyseedthefirstnightofbeingallowed

backinthere’’Isaytouchingherprivate

andshelaughs

Her‘’andIwillgladlycarryourlove’’Iblush

Me‘’givemealotofchildrenSiza’’

Her‘’threeboys?’’

Me‘’let’smakethat5’’sheburstsoutlaughing

Her‘’youthinkingpushingoutahumanheadisallfunand

gameshuh,even3isalotnje’’

Me‘’okay3isfinebeforeyouchangeyourmind’’

Her‘’goodboy’’Ilaughandpullhertome

Me‘’Iloveyousomuch’’



Her‘’Iloveyoutoobabelam’’Ikissher

MANDLA

IamgratefultoVusiforcomingthroughandnotgivingupeven

whenIshuthimout,Iwasdyingalone

insidethethoughtoflosingmylicensewaskillingme,Idon’t

knowwhatIwouldhavedone,medicineis

mylife,Idon’tknowanythingbesidesitandIdon’twantto

knowanything,IpushedawayPalesaandI

feelsobadaboutit,wehavebeendoinggoodmeandherreally

andIjusthadtoblowit,shewasback

tobeingthatwomanIfellinlovewithallthoseyearsback,I

needtomakethingsrightbyher.Idecided

thatIhadtogoexplainmyselftohermotherfirstbeforeI

spoketoher,Ihavesentherdaughterback

packingtwicenowandIfeelthatisdisrespectfulmore

especiallysinceIamevenlivingwithherwithout

payinglobola.Ijustfinishedexplainingtoherwhatwasgoing

onwithmeinfactwhatisstillgoingon



Her‘’ohMandlangwanake,peoplearecrueloutherewatseba’’

Me‘’toomuchmama,andIregretthatIcouldn’ttalktoPalesa

andexplaintoherinsteadIdecidedto

hurtheragain’’

Her‘’yenasheisveryhurtson,butthisisvalidyouweregoing

throughsometerribletimeandshewill

understand,whatyoukidsneedtodoiscommunicatemore’’

Me‘’Itotallyagreemama,Ishouldn’thaveshutherout’’

Her‘’onemorething,Ithinkyoutooshouldstopthisliving

togetherthing,itisputtingastrainonyour

relationship,fixthingsbutstayapartuntilyougobacktowhere

youwerebefore’’

Me‘’IunderstandthatmamaandIagreewithyou’’

Her‘’Iwillexplaintoherwhenshegetsbackandshewillreach

outtoyou’’

Me‘’thankyousomuchmama,Ihopesheforgivesmeforthis’’

Her‘’shewill,Palesalovesyoungwanake’’

Me‘’andIlovehertoomama’’

Her‘’that’sallyouneedtosurvive’’

Me‘’thankyouma,IneedtoleavemylawyerandIneedtogo



seesomeonewhomighthelpmewith

thiswholething’’

Her‘’IwillprayforyouandGodwillmakethisright’’

Me‘’Iappreciatethatmama,staywell’’

Her‘’byemyson’’Itakemyphoneandcarkeyandleave

Mondayissaholidayguys,soIwillseeyouonTuesday,havea

lovelylongweekendmypeople

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER101(NOTEDITED)

THATO

IhavetodrivethekidsbacktoThandiwe’sandImustadmit

thatIamscaredoffacingheralone,Imean

IampartlytoblameforhermarriagebreakingandIampretty

sureshehatesmewithallherheartand

honestlyIdon’tblameher,nowthatIammarriedtoSizweIsee

howharditisforeverywomanwhois



marriedhasit,yourhusbandwalksoutthatdoorandyouare

alreadyparanoid,wonderingifheisgoing

toseesomeotherwoman,Iwon’tsaythatSizwehasgivenme

anyreasontothinkthatheischeatingon

me,Imeanmeandhimarepracticallyjoinedatthehip,theonly

timeweareapartiswhenwehave

workorIneedtogotoschool,allIamsayingisIamreallysorry

forhelpingmarriedmancheatinthe

past,Ishouldhavebeenmysisterskeepers.Ifinishgetting

themreadyandIfeedKayise,poorbabygirl

isknockedoutimmediatelyaftereating,soIjustgoandstrap

theminthecar,whowouldhavethought

thatIwouldbecomfortablebeingastepmother,butspending

timewiththemmakesmewanttohave

myownchild,myhusbandwouldbethrilledtohearmesaythis,

Idon’twanttotalkaboutmymotherin

law,thedrivetoAlbertonseemslongcozIamnervousashell,I

gettothehouseandcallThandiweand

aseclaterthegateopensandIdrivein,Itakeoutthekidsand

littleKayisejoltsawakelookingsocute,

shesmilessoonasshelandshereyesonme,sheissoadorable.



Iwasabouttopressthedoorbellwhen

thedooropensandThandiweappears

Me‘’ohhi’’

Her‘’helloThato’’shesayswithastraightface

Me‘’howareyoudoing’’

Her‘’youruinedmymarriageandnowyouareplayingmommy

tomychildrensohowdoyouthinkI

am?’’Iclearmythroat

Me‘’IamsosorryThandiwetrustmeIam’’

Her‘’saveitThato,itisonlyamatteroftimetillhedoesthe

samethingtoyou’’

Me‘’ThandiweIunderstand’’

Her‘’youdon’tunderstandshitsodon’tcomeherepretending

tobethisgoodwomanwhomadea

mistake,youknewverywellwhatyouweredoingandthe

outcomesofit’’shesaysshoutingandKayise

cries

Me‘’shhhhshhhhit’sokaybaby’’Isaytryingtocalmherdown



Her‘’givememychild’’shetriestosnatchherfrommebut

Kayisecrieslouderandholdsontomytop

Me‘’pleaselethercalmdownfirst’’

Her‘’theyaremychildrenandifyouwantyoursIsuggestyou

startspreadingyourlegsordidyoueatall

thechildreninyourwombwithalltheabortionsmarriedman

madeyoudo’’Iswallowandkeepcalming

thecryingKayise,boyboyisholdingontomylegobviously

scaredtoo,sheisbesidesherself,her

motherappears

Ma‘’Thandiwewhyareyoushoutinglikethis,stoppleaseyou

arescaringyourchildren’’shestopsand

startscrying

Her‘’theyareplayinghappyfamilywithmychildrenmama,now

theypoisonedthemagainstme,lookat

howtheydon’twantmebuther,theyareminemamatheyare

mine’’

Ma‘’weknowsisiandnoonewilltakethemawayfromyou’’

Her‘’theyarealreadytrying’’shecriesharder

Ma‘’sisiletmetakethekids’’shecomesforKayiseandshegoes

willinglyandBoyfollows



Her‘’IamsorryThandiwe’’Isay

Her‘’fuckyouyangizwafuckyou’’

Ma‘’Thandiwestopthisnow,thekidsplease’’sheslamsthe

doorandIwalkbacktomycar

RAZOR

IhaveameetingwithVusihesaiditisreallysensitivematter

anditispressing,Iwon’tlieitgotmereally

rattledIfearedthatithassomethingtodowithFionaorJabu,I

can’thelpbutthinkoftheworst,this

can’tbehappeningreally,Ican’tgotoprisonandleaveOlivia

andSizakele,theywon’tsurvivethis.Stop

thisRazorstopoverthinkingthingsmaybeitisaboutoneof

ourclientsorsomething.Iwouldhave

heardwindifthiswasaboutmesoIamgoingtorelaxtillItalk

tohimandgetallthefacts,eventhough

itiskillingme,thewaitshit,Iamnotapatientmanatall,only

whenitcomestomyfamilyItrysomuch

tobe.TheisabriefknockonmyofficedoorandIshoutcomein,

andluckilyit’sVusibutheisnotalone



heiswiththatboywhoisSiza’sfriend,what’shisnameagain,I

willfindoutjustnow

Vusi‘’afternoonsir’’

Me‘’Vusi’’Isaycoolly

Vusi‘’thanksforagreeingtomeet,thisisMandlaIbelieveyou

havemet’’

Me‘’yesIrememberhim,howareyouMandla’’

Mandla‘’IamverywellthanksMr.Motaung’’

Me‘’Iamfinethanks,sohowcanIhelpyougentlemen’’Ishow

themwheretositandIjointhem

Vusi‘’youarestillverymuchtheownerofthehospitalright’’I

laugh

Me‘’lasttimeIcheckedIstillam,why?’’

Vusi‘’sirIreallyneedyourhelp’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’Iamlistening’’

Vusi‘’Mandlahereisadoctoratthehospitalandheisunder

investigationforastagedmatter’’

Me‘’explain’’

Vusi‘’siragirlcameinandshewashighonmorphine,infact



shehadOverdosedonit,Mandlawas

operatingonherandshediedtheparentsarerichandthey

don’twanttheworldtoknowthatshewas

ajunkiesonowtheyaresuingMandlafornegligence,theysay

heistheonewhoadministeredthathigh

dosageofmorphineontheirchild,Mandlahaselectronicpaper

workthatprovesthatthegirlcamein

alreadylikethatbutthehospitalrecordsarechangedandthey

corroboratetheparentsstory’’Iam

shocked

Me‘’ohwowthatisheavy,sowhatisthechiefofsurgery

saying’’

Vusi‘’hesaidthatthehospitalisdistancingthemselvesfrom

Mandlaandhewilldealwiththismatter

aloneagainsttheBrakens’’

Me‘’Brakens,theinvestingtycoon’’henods

Vusi‘’thatiscorrectsir’’

Me‘’heisfriendswithNathansothatwouldexplainalot,but

whywouldhewanttoputyouthroughall

ofthis,Imeanheknowsthepainofalmostlosingamedical

license’’



Vusi‘’pleasehelpusplease’’

Me‘’Iwillgoandtalktohimtomorrowandwewilltakeitfrom

there’’

Vusi‘’thankyousomuchsir’’

Mandla‘’thankyousomuchMr.MotaungIamgrateful’’

Me‘’it’sokay,itsnotfairthatyouhavetogothroughthisfor

somethingyoudidn’tdo,iwillhelp,come

seemetomorrowaround4pmsowecandeliberate’’

Vusi‘’muchappreciated’’

Me‘’surethingboys,don’tworryMandlawewillfixallofthis’’

Mandla‘’thanksandnottooverstep,howisSiza’’Ismile

Me‘’sheisokay,justbusyplanningourwedding,sheisdragon

lady’’Isayandwealllaugh

Mandla‘’ohboygoodlucktoyouandcongratulations’’

Me‘’thankyou,tomorrow4pmsameplace’’weshakehandsand

theywalkout

SIZA



BetweenschoolandplanningmyweddingIdon’tknowwhichis

moredemanding,Imeanyohguys,I

knowIhaveaweddingplannerandbutIcan’ttrustthatwoman

whatifshesabotagesmecozItoldher

offmyman,shemightbeangryatmeforthatsoImust

overseeeverythingjusttomakesuresheis

followingordersandgivingmewhatIwant,andIamhappy

withwhatwehavedonesofar,mybudget

isunlimitedsoIgettohaveeverythingIwant,Oliviasaidsheis

takingcareofmybachelorettepartyand

Iknowthatshewilldoastellarjob,onelessthingtoworry

aboutshuuu.Ididn’tattendclasstodaycoz

mylecturerisoffsicksoIgettolazyaroundmyhouseand

browsethroughplansofhowtochangemy

kitchenandbedroomandlateronmaybeIwilldothelounge

anddiningarea,itisprovingdifficult

findingagreatgayarchitect,butIwillbepatient,Ineedthem

tostartworkingonmyhousewhenweoff

toourmonthlonghoneymoon.Theyshouldbedonebythen.

ThedoorbellgoesoffandIdragmyfeet

togoopen,tomysurpriseit’sGadafi,hehasthewidestsmile



onhisface,IswearNtombiisdoingthe

mostwiththisone,heiswhipped

Me‘’heylovebug’’helaughs

Him‘’youcannowcallmeprincessesdaddy’’

Me‘’wedon’tknowwhatsexthebabyisyet’’

Him‘’Ifeelitdeepdownthatitisagirl,sheisgoingtobesuch

adaddy’sgirl’’

Me‘’don’tspoilhertoomuchplease’’

Him‘’Iwon’tbeabletoholdmyselfstruu’’hesayssmiling

Me‘’howismommy’’

Him‘’sheisbeautiful,healthyandhappyandsheisallmine’’he

saysandhappinessjustradiatesonhim

Me‘’Iamsohappyforthebothofyou’’

Him‘’IamsohappySizaIamloosingmymind,youknowI

actuallytriedtalkingtoGodyesterday,

thankinghimforsuchblessings,IthoughtRazorwascrazy

lettingyoudraghimtogoworshipsan

invisibleentitythatsomehowlivesinthesky’’Ilaugh



Me‘’atleastnowyouknowhismercy’’

Him‘’Iguessso,Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething,hopeI

didn’tdisturbanything’’

Me‘’nopewasjusttryingtofindsomeonetoworkonthehouse,

whatcanIdoforyou’’

Him‘’Idon’tmeantoopenyourwoundsbutyouaretheonly

oneItrustwiththesepregnancythings’’

Me‘’itsokayIhavedealtwithmydaughterspassinganditjust

givesmestrengthnow,Iknowsheis

restinginpeaceandthatsheisproudofme’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’

Me‘’sowhatdoyouneedfrommebrother’’

Him‘’Ineedyoutopleasehelpherthroughthistime,mysister

isfarandyourmomhasalotonher

platewithThandiweandherkids,youhaveexperiencedthis

beforeyouknowjustgivehertipsandall’’

Me‘’don’tworrywearehereforherandbelievememymother

willmakesureshehasaneasy

pregnancy,butthesupportsshemainlyneedsisfromyou’’

Him‘’youandRazorwillhelpmeright’’



Me‘’throughitall’’

Him‘’thankyousomuch,sowillyoualsoplanthatbabyshower

thingforher’’Ilaugh

Me‘’sheisonlyinherfirsttrimesterwewillstartplanningit

whensheisaround8months

Him‘’okayfairenough’’

Me‘’don’tstressIgotthisIpromise’’

Him‘’istheanythingtoeathere’’Ilaugh

Me‘’shedidn’tcookforyou’’

Him‘’hadtodriveherbacktoyourmomsdidn’twanthertokill

me’’Ilaughandmovetothekitchen

OLIVIA

Iamtookoutmyboyfriendforsomespoils,tookhimshopping,

wenttothebarbertogethimafresh

haircutandhealsogotsomemenmanicuredone,hewasso

shockedandamazed,Iamtryingsohard

togetthisgirlfriendingthingrightcozwowhehasbeen

nothingshortofbeinganamazingmantome



andheprotectsmeevenfromhisfamilysowhynotdothisfor

him,theboyisfeelinghimselfshame

eventhewalkhaschangednyanayouknow.Onethingwecan’t

decideoniswheretoeat

Him‘’butbabyIthoughtthisdaywasaboutme’’

Me‘’itisaboutyoulove,buttherestaurantyouwantdoesn’t

havealekkertartersource’’

Him‘’butIneversaidIwantedseafood’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwanttoeat’’

Him‘’Iwantsomeribs,chops,friesandallthat’’

Me‘’babytheydohavewhatyouwantatmyrestaurant’’

Him‘’onlythingisIdon’twanttoeattherebaby’’

Me‘’ohmyGodyouaresodifficultlove’’helaughs

Him‘’thisismydaylove’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’fineSteven’’

Him‘’thatwasn’tsohardnowwasit’’

Me‘’youhavetomakeituptome’’

Him‘’ohIplantobabysoonaswegethometrustme’’



Me‘’canwepleaseskiplunch’’helaughs

Him‘’nowaybabyIamfamished,willdevouryouwhenweget

homeIswear’’Itakehishandintomine

andblush,wewalktotherestaurantandIbumpintosomeone

Me‘’ohIamsosorry’’sheturnsandsmileswhensherealizes

it’smeandIfrown

Her‘’sis,hownicetoseeyou’’

Me‘’Mercy’’

Her‘’howhaveyoubeen,youlooksobeautiful’’

Me‘’beenokay,thankyou’’shelooksatSteveandthenshe

noticesthatourhandsarelocked

Her‘’StevenIhopeyoutreatingmybabysisterwell’’

Him‘’Mercy,nottoworrysheismyqueen’’

Her‘’gladtohearthat’’

Me‘’baby,let’sgoeatplease’’Ididn’texpectthisatallreallyand

totellyouthetruthIneverthought

aboutwhatIwoulddoshouldIbumintohere,soIwastiednot

knowinghowtoreact,shelooks

differentreally,Iswearshelostweight,myheartfeltsomething,

Ilovehersheismysisterbutshehas



tobetheonewhogoestomydadandapologizeforwhatshe

puthimthroughcozofherownselfish

reasons,knowwhatletmenotthinkaboutmysister

Him‘’areyouokaylove’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowmybabe’’

Him‘’talkaboutitwhenwegethome?’’

Me‘’yesplease’’hesmilesatmeandthewaitressshowsusour

table.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER102(NOTEDITED)

LUNGILE

Seeingmydaughterbreakdowninfrontofthatwomanwho

hurthersomuchshowedmethatsheis

stillgoingthroughsomuch,IwishIknewhowIcouldhelpher,

shehasbeenthroughalotandIthought

leavingSizwewouldbethefirststeptoherregainingherlife

butit’slikethingsarespiralingoutof

controlmore,shelostitinfrontofherchildrenandtheywere



scared.IwishIhadanideaofwhatI

coulddo,Imighttrytounderstandhowsheisfeelingbutonly

sheknowsthedepthofherpain,Iam

afraidifshedoesn’thealherchildrenwillsufferandIdon’twant

historyrepeatingitself,Ifailedbothmy

girlsandIdon’tThandiwetofailherchildrentoo,Ihaveprayed

toGodtoshowmethewayandIdon’t

knowwhyheisn’tshowinganythingtome,IneedonebeforeI

losemydaughtertothispainandmisery.

Her‘’mamaareyouokay’’Sizasaysdraggingmefrommy

thoughts

Me‘’yesbabyIamokay’’

Her‘’khulumanammawami(talktomemama)’’

Me‘’IamworriedaboutyoursisterSizakeleIdon’twanttolie

sheisbreakingdownwitheachpassing

day’’shesighs

Her‘’mamaThandiweneedstherapysheneedstotalkabout

whathappenedtoherbothwithbabaand

herhusband’’



Me‘’shecan’ttalktomesohowwillshebeabletotalktoa

completestranger’’

Her‘’sometimesithelpstalkingtostrangersmamatrustme,

therapydidmesomuchgood’’

Me‘’youdidtherapy’’IaskshockedIdidn’tknowthis

Her‘’yesIdidwhenIfirstgottothiscityMolemosuggested

thatItryitoutandIhadmydoubtsbutit

worked,Idealtwithmydemonsandtheynolongercontrolme’’

Isigh

Me‘’youknowyoursisterSizakeleshehasprideandshewill

neveragreetotalkingtostrangerabout

herpainletaloneadmittingthatsheisinpain’’Iletoutatear

becauseeverythingisnotmakingsense

Her‘’letmetry’’

Me‘’Siza’’Isaycontemplating

Her‘’mamaIknowshehatesmeandwewillprobablyneverbe

friendsmeandherbutthosebabies

needtheirmother’’

Me‘’Iknowsisibuthowdoweconvinceher’’

Her‘’shealreadyhatesmemamasoletmedothiscozwithour

relationshipIhavenothingtolose’’



Me‘’whatdoyoumean’’

Her‘’Ihaveaplananditwillinfuriateherbutitwillhelphera

greatdeal’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowSiza’’

Her‘’Thandiweisn’tokaymama,sheneedssomeonetotake

control,sheisscreamingforhelpsilently

andwedon’tevenrecognizeit’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamsuchabadmother’’

Her‘’stopthatmama,youareanamazingmotherconsidering

whatyouwereupagainst,youwereand

stillarethebestmother’’Ismileasshewipesmytear

Me‘’sowhatdoIneedtodotohelpyouwiththisplanofyours’’

Her‘’Ineedyoutomakesuresheisathometomorrowand

makethekidsdisappear’’

Me‘’whythekids’’

Her‘’Idon’twantthemwitnessinganythinghostile’’Inod

Me‘’okaysisi’’

Her‘’IneedtoleavesoIcanmakearrangements’’shetriesto

takeherpurseout

Me‘’don’tworryaboutthebillbabyIwillpay’’shestandsand



kissesmycheekandwalksout

RAZOR

ThatMandlaboysstoryreallygotmeangryatNathanhow

doesheputthiskidwhathewentthrough,

heshouldbeanadvocateforsuchbutheisusingmyhospitalto

helpouthisrichfriendstodothisso

theycanhidethetruthandletaninnocentmanlosehislicense

forsomethinghedidn’tdo,Ihaven’t

mentionedanythingtoSoftcozIwantedtofixthismessand

helpherfriend.Igettothehospitaland

luckilyheisin,thereceptionisttellsmethatheiswithsomeone,

Icouldn’tcarelessIjustwenttohis

officeandopenedwithoutknockingandtheretheyare,Ijust

standbythedoorandlaugh

Me‘’justwow’’

Him‘’Razorwhatareyoudoinghere,didwehavean

appointmentthatIforgotabout?’’



Me‘’nopenotatall.IamjustgladIcaughtthebothofyou’’I

saylookingatBrakenandhiswife

Him‘’ohokay’’hesaysnarrowinghiseyes.Iwalkinandclose

thedoor

Me‘’ohbythewaycondolencesonyourdaughterspassing’’

Braken‘’thankyou’’

Him‘’guysIwillseeyoulater,letmeattendtomybrotherin

law’’theattempttostand

Me‘’nopleasedon’tleave’’

Braken‘’wehavesomewheretobe’’Ichangefrompoliteto

dangerous

Me‘’sityourassdown,allofyou’’

Braken‘’excuseme’’

Me‘’youheardme’’

Him‘’let’sallsit’’Nathansaystohim,andtheylistentohim,I

seeawhiteenvelopeandtakeit,Ilaugh

asIseeitisacheckworthamillionrand

Me‘’sothisishowmuchitcoststodestroysomeone’scareer’’

Him‘’nothatisadonationtothehospital’’

Me‘’wedon’tneeddonationsImakesureofthat,anddon’ttake



meforafoolunderstand’’hekeeps

quiet

Braken‘’Iwon’tstayhereandlistentothisIhavemore

importantthingstoattend’’

Me‘’youwillnotturnmyhospitalintoyourplaygroundNathan,

Igaveyouachancewhennooneelse

wantedtotouchyou,nowyouareruiningMandla’scareerhuh

howfuckedupisthat’’

Him‘’whatheislyingRazor,Ididn’tdoanythingIswear’’Ilaugh

Me‘’doIlooklikeafoolhuh’’

Him‘’noyoudon’t’’

Braken‘’thatboykilledmydaughterandyouareheretalking

rubbish’’Iplacethefileonthedesk,itis

informationthattrulyhisdaughterwasanaddicthetakesa

lookandswallowshard

Braken‘’thisisallfabricated’’

Me‘’wecangotestthattheoryincourtandIwillsurely

representthatboy’’

Him‘’wedon’thavetodothat’’Nathansays

Braken‘’whatdoyouwant’’



Me‘’Ithoughtyouwillneverask,youwilldropthatsuitagainst

himandIwillnotputthisinformation

outthereandyougettokeepyourgoodimageandthatgood

Drgetstopracticemedicinepeacefully’’

Braken‘’fine,honeyletsgo’’hiswifestandsupandtheyleave

Me‘’NathanNathan,youdisappointedmereally,Iamsohurt

thatyoucoulddothistothisguy,Iam

donewithyou,youusedmyhospitaltomakeaquickbuck,how

manyoftheseyouhavedoneIwonder,

Iwillnevertrustyouagain,Iwantyoutopackyourshitand

tenderyouresignationimmediatelyyou

understandme,IwillgiveyouyourmoneyandIneverwantto

seeyouagain’’

Him‘’pleasedon’tdothisplease’’Ishakemyhead’

Me‘’youdidthisnotme,leaveNathanandstaygonedoyou

understand’’

SIZA

Imanagedtoarrangeeverythingforher,Iknowshemighthate

memoreafterthisbutIdonotcare,she



hastodothisforherchildren,theyarestillveryyoungthey

needtheirmotherandshehastobeokayto

raisethoseangels.IhopemymotherdidasIaskedher

yesterday,ImanagedtosendtheAlberton

addresstomycontactandIhavebeenparkedoutsidemy

mother’splaceforafewminutes,Iseethecar

pullupbehindmeandIgetoutofmycarandwelcomeherand

weexchangegreetingsandafterthat

wewalkintheyardandmakeourwaytothehouse,Iopenand

findmymotherandsistersittinginthe

lounge,Thandiwelooksbesidesherself.

Ma‘’Sizakele’’

Me‘’himama,Thandiweunjani?’’shejustlooksatmeandsays

nothingandshegetsoffthecouchand

takesherphone

Me‘’juststopwillyou’’shesaysnothingandattemptstowalk

away,Iquicklygotoherandholdher

hand,sheyanksitoff

Her‘’leavemealoneSizakelewhatthefuckdoyouwantfrom

me’’sheshouts



Me‘’howlongdoyouplanonhavingthispityparty,howlong

areyougonnaletthatdeviousoldman

whoisdeadcontrol,howlongdoyouplanonholdingonto

Sizwewhohasclearlymovedon’’Isayand

shecries

Her‘’youhavenoideawhatIamgoingthrough,sodon’tcome

hereandspeakshit’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowyourpainbutIhadafairshareofmine,Iknow

howitfeelstobealoneandcryingfor

helpwithnooneofferingit,Iknowhowitfeelstowishthat

someoneelsecouldtakecontrolofyourlife

untilyouarebetter’’

Her‘’IamfineIdon’tneedyourhelpSizakele’’

Me‘’youdoandIwillhelpyouwhetheryouwillhatemeornot

afterthisIdon’tcaresolongasyouwill

beokayandbeabletoraiseyourchildrentheydeserveahappy

andhealthymother’’

Her‘’youwouldknowright,youfailedtohelpyourselfandyour

childdiedbecauseofthat’’thepain

thatstatementinflictedbutIwillnotblamehrshehasher

defensivewallsup,tryingtoconvinceherself



thatshehasitbetterthatsomeoneandrightnowthatisme

andIwilltakeit.

Me‘’thisisDrNkitsingsheownsaretreatcenter,itisa

beautifulplace,shewillhelpyou’’

Her‘’whosaysIneedtobethrowninaloonybin’’

Me‘’itisnotalooneybinThandiwe,itisaretreatlikealodge,

shehasspa,swimmingpools,sonars,

cinemasrestaurantwhereyouchooseyourownmeals,shehas

activitiestodealwithyourpainthatis

all’’shelaughs

Her‘’thenyougo’’

Ma‘’Thandiwepleasesisi’’

Her‘’ohsoyouareinonthistoowithyourpreciousdaughter

mama’’Isigh

Me‘’stopthismanwearetryingtohelpyouhere’’

Her‘’IsaidIdon’tneedhelp,leavemealone’’

Me‘’mamagogetherbagssheisleavingnow,cozifyoudon’t

ThandiweIwillcallthesocialworkers

andtellthemyouareanunfitmotherandtheywilltakeyour

childrenandgivethemtotheirfatheris



thatwhatyouwant’’Isaytomotivateher,Iwillneverdothat

butIneededsomethingtomakeher

agreetothisandherchildrenweretheonlythingIcoulduse.

Sheletsoutatear

Her‘’youwouldn’tdareSizakele’’

Me‘’trymeplease’’shecriesforafewminutesandmymother

holdsher

Her‘’howlongwillIbegoneforandmychildren’’

Me‘’untilyoufeelbetter,mamaandIwilllookafterthemand

wewillbringthemtovisityou’’

Her‘’IhateyouSizakele,don’tletSizweandhismothertakemy

children’’shesaysandInod.Shewalks

tothedoorandtheDrFollowsherbehind,Itakeherbagand

mymotherstopsme

Ma‘’thankyoufordoingthisforyoursister’’

Her‘’sheneedsthismama,itsokay’’Isayandwalkoutleaving

hercrying

GADAFI



StayingindoorswiththeQueenisnice,thoughshehasbecome

acrybabythenblamesitonmy

princess,shesaidshefeelslikeshedoesn’tmatteranymore

sincewefoundoutthatwearepregnant,

sheiscrazycozhonestlyrightnowIammorecrazyabouther

thanbeforetrustme,shehasbecome

moretomethanlifeitself,shegavemethemostbeautifulgift

anybrokenmancouldeverdreamoff,a

chancetobeafatherandridiculouslyamazingpartner.Iam

happyandIdon’tthinkanythingcan

changethisformereally.Ijustgothome,Iwassenttofindhot

wingsandmageu,isthatevenacombo,

forsomeonewhoisn’tshowingyetsheistoomuchbutIamnot

complainingIamlovingeveryminute

ofthis.Ihavemyheadonherlapaswearelayingonourbed

Me‘’IthinkIwanttonameherafterme’’

Her‘’Tebogoforagirl?’’

Me‘’nobabyIwasthinkingmaTebogo’’sheburstsoutlaughing

Her‘’whatnonever,wearenotnamingmybabythat,it’slike

wearesayingsheisyourmother’’



Me‘’it’stheperfectnameforadaddy’sgirl’’

Her‘’tellyouwhat,ifwehaveaboywewillnamehimTebogo

Junior,TJ,butnotmaTebogoforourgirl

babyno’’

Me‘’IthoughtIwasnamingher’’

Her‘’youarenamingherbabythatstillstickslovebutnotweird

namesloves,soIsuggestyoucomeup

withalistnow’’

Me‘’nopeyouscratchedoutmyfavoritename’’Iamlegithurt

andsheisjustlaughingatme

Her‘’Iamsorrymaybethatwillbeyourpetnameforher’’I

smile

Me‘’yeahmaybe’’

Her‘’don’tbelikethatbaby,Princesswillbesad’’seesheuses

mybabytogetawaywitheverything

Me‘’youaresoslick’’shekissesmyhead

Her‘’sostartthinkingofothernames’’

Me‘’orIcouldjustwaitforyoutogivebirthandIlookather

forthefirsttimeandwhateverfeelingI

havewillleadmetogivingherthename’’



Her‘’yesmyloveItotallyagree’’Ismile

Me‘’Iamgladyoudo’’

Her‘’youaregoingtobesuchagreatfatherbaby’’Ismile

SIZASTRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER103(NOTEDITED)

MANDLA

IamhappyMr.MotaungmanagedtohelpedandIampleased

toinformyouthatIambackatworkand

ImustadmitIfeelwholeagain,Iamhappythisgotfixedbefore

Itoldmymothershewouldn’thave

takennoneofthiswell,mymomlovesmesomuchthatwhenI

amnotokaysheliterallyfallssick,Iam

hereverythingthat’swhyIthreadcarefullyaroundher.oneof

thenursesjustinformedthatthebig

bossRazorhimselfaskedtoseemeintheChiefofSurgery

office,imanagedtofinishupwithmy

patientsandIammakingmywaytothewestwingofthe

hospitaltogohearwhathehastosaytome.I



knockonthedoorandheshoutscomeinfromtheinside,Iget

inandthemanisinasuitlookinglikehe

ownstheworld,whichhedoesbutthatisstoryforanotherday.

Me‘’Mr.Motaungsirhowareyou?’’

Him‘’ahhhMandla,Iamwellthankyou,howareyoudoing?’’

Me‘’Iamverywellthankssir,youaskedtoseeme’’

Him‘’straighttothepointIlikethat’’hesayssmilingandtakes

asitandsignalsmetodothesame

Him‘’howhasyourreturnbeenisthestafftreatingyouokay’’

Me‘’IamhappytobebackheresirandIhaveyoutobe

thankfulfor,somepeoplearecoolwithmebut

theothersarejustbeingpeople,butIamnothereforthat’’he

smilesagain

Him‘’youkeeponmakingmydayMandlaprovingthatImade

therightcall’’

Me‘’Idon’tfollowsir’’

Him‘’tellme,wheredoyouseeyourselfinfiveyears’’okaywhat

aquestion

Me‘’wellIhavealwaysdreamtofopeningmyownprivate



practice,gettingmoreintomedicalresearch

andbeapartoftrialthatworktirelesslyintryingtofindcures’’

hesmilesandnods

Him‘’that’sgood,sohowaboutIofferyoupractice’’Inarrow

myeyes

Me‘’practice?’’

Him‘’youknowMandlawhenIfirstboughtthishospitalIdidn’t

havemuchpurposeformeitwasjust

anotherincomestream,butnowitisagiftthatIwillgivetomy

womanonceshegraduates,thiswhole

placenowbelongstomywifeandbecauseshestillhastolearn

IwantpeopleIcantrusttohelp

maintainitandkeepitsafeforherwhileshestillnavigatesher

wayaroundmedicine,ItrustyouandI

knowshetrustsyoutoo.sinceIfiredNathanforwhathedidto

youandputtingmyhospitalinjeopardy

thisplacedoesnothaveachiefofsurgery,Iwashopingthat

youwouldtakethesitandruntheshow’’I

couldn’tbelievemyearsIswearmywholeworldstoppedforlike

ananosecond,Ihavealwaysdreamt

ofbeingchiefbutIdidn’tthinkitwouldeverhappen



Me‘’sirIdon’tknowwhattosay’’Isaymumbling

Him‘’justsayyouwilltakethejob’’

Me‘’ofcourseIwillsirithasbeenadreamforme,Iamgrateful

fortheopportunity’’henods

Him‘’greatthen,wewillmaketheannouncementtomorrowand

youwillmoveintoyourofficeafter

that,redecorateifyoulikeIknowNathandidn’thavestyle’’I

laugh

Me‘’thankyousomuchMr.Motaung’’webothstandandshake

hands

Him‘’don’tdisappointme,Sizawillkillyouifyourunher

hospitaltotherun’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IwilldoagreatjobsirIpromise’’

Him‘’andpleasedon’ttellherithastobeasurpriseforwhen

shegraduatesokay’’Inod

Me‘’Iwontbreathawordtoanyonesirespeciallyher’’jewinks

atme

Him‘’goodboy,nowletmeleaveyoutogocrazycozIcansee

youonlycalmbecauseofme’’hesays

walkingoutandIjustscreamandrunaroundtheoffice,Ican’t

believethismeDrMandlaNtuli,Chiefof



surgeryatHarmonymedicalcenteroneofthebiggestprivate

medicalfacilitiesinthecountry.

THANDIWE

Ihavebeenhereforalmost3weeksnowandImustadmitthis

placeisaminiheaven,ithaseverything,

itistheultimateretreatcenter,whenIfirstgothereIthought

thisisaloonybingivenafancynamebut

itisindeedaretreatcenter,justthatmostthingsarerestricted,

nocellphones,smokingoralcohol,we

haveeverythingcinemas,pools,arestaurant,spaandwhatI

hatethemosttherapysessions.Ittookme

awhilebeforeIopeneduptotheDrbutwhenIeventuallydidI

letoutmydeepestdarkestsecretsand

painsandfearstothatwomanandIhavebeenfeelinglighter

since,butdon’ttellherIsaidthat,she

thinksIhateherbutIdon’tIjusthatehowshemakesmetalk

aboutthesethingswithouteventrying,I

neededthistimealoneandtojustreflectbackonmylifeand

tryandbuildfromwhatIhaveleft,Imiss



mychildrensomuch,mamabringsthemtoseemetwotimesa

weekcozthatisthemaximumdaysfor

visitation,theDrdoesn’twantustoconnectdeeplywithour

livesoutsidebeforewehavefound

ourselvesandpurposesfully.Iamnormallyinmyroomreading

novelsandinthespa,todayIdecidedto

gochillbythepoolandmaybehaveadrinkoverthere,Ihavea

tasktowrite5thingsIwanttodofirst

whenIgetoutofhereanditmightsoundlikeasimpletaskbut

trustmeitisn’t.Imalevoicestartlesme

Him‘’ohmyGodIamsorryIdidn’tmeantoreally’’Ismile

Me‘’it’sokayIwasjustlostinmythoughtsyouknow’’henods

Him‘’Iknow.CanIjoinyou’’Inodandsmilesweetlyathim

Me‘’Ihaveneverseenyouaroundherbefore’’

Him‘’that’sbecauseyoualwaysinyourroom,eventakeroom

service’’Ilaugh

Me‘’areyoustockingmeMr’’helaughsandImustadmitheis

goodlookingdammit

Him‘’notatallitwasjustamereobservation’’



Me‘’ifyousayso’’

Him‘’MbusoMahlangu’’hestretchesouthishandtomeandI

takeit

Me‘’ThandiweDlom,argImeanDlamini’’

Him‘’notsureaboutyoursurnameIsee’’

Me‘’Idivorcedafewmonthsago’’hesighs

Him‘’ohIamsorrytohearthat,Iguessthat’swhyyouarein

here’’

Me‘’Iwouldn’tgivehimallthecreditbutheispartsofthe

reasonswhyIamhere’’

Him‘’Isaygoodforyouthisisthefirststepofreclaimingyour

life’’

Me‘’Iguessso,howlonghaveyoubeenhere’’

Him‘’18monthsThandiwe’’myeyespop

Me‘’solongGod’’helaughs

Him‘’IwasfightingallsortsofdemonsIstillambutIcansay

thatIamwinning’’

Me‘’wannashare’’

Him‘’let’sjustsayloveputmeinhere’’

Me‘’nowIcansayloveistherootofallevil’’



Him‘’andtheyblameditallonthepoormoney’’webothburst

outlaughing

Me‘’thenerve’’hesmiles

Him‘’wanttogograblunch,mytreat’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwouldloveto’’

Him‘’inthatcase,shallwe’’Inodandstandupandwestart

walking

Me‘’Imisshomecookedmeals’’

Him‘’youandbothmydear’’

Me‘’IthinkthatisthefirstthingIdowhenIgethome,cook

myselfafeast’’helaughs

Him‘’Iseeshehasyouonthelisttask,writeithelpswiththe

directionyouwantyourlifetotakeafterhere’’Inodandweget

totherestaurant

SIZA

Ihavebeenhelpingmymotherwithmysisterschildrenand

theyarejustangels,Molemoisinlovewith

beingaroundthem,especiallytheboy,Ithinkheisalready



practicing,heplayswithhimeverychancehe

getsandthatmademerealizehowmuchmyhusbandwantsto

havesons,evenifit’sjustonehewould

fortheopportunity,Ihavebeenwiththemtheentireweekend

andtodaytheirfatheriscomingtoget

them,theyarevisitingforthewholeweekbeforetheyhead

backtomymothers.Ijustfinishedpacking

theirthingsandthenewtoysMoboughtthem,hehastotone

itdownalittleIamnottryingtoget

Thandiwe’skidsoutofcontrol,whenweareatthemallwith

themhebuysthemeverythingtheywant,

andwhenitcomestoourboysIthinkIwillbethestricter

parentcozwowIcan’tcountonhimtobethe

badcop,IfeelhimsnakehishandsaroundmeandIsmileand

takehiscolognein

Me‘’yousmellsogoodbaby’’hekissesmyneckandstarts

rubbingmybreasts

Him‘’Imissyousomuchsoft’’hesaysinalowseductivevoiceI

feelhishardonmyass

Me‘’IknowbabyandImissyoutoo’’



Him‘’justoneroundSoftpleasemylove’’hebitesandImoan

Me‘’ohhbabynopleasewearealmostatthefinishline,one

moremonthandwehaveourmagical

night’’

Him‘’Iwillbedeadbythenbabyplease’’Iturnandkisshisso

passionatelyIfeelhishungerformebut

noIamnotgivingin.Istopandgodownonmykneesandunzip

hispants,themanywaystopleasethis

man,hegroansandIdomybusiness,goingallarounditlikea

professional,heisgroaningandcallingmy

name,hisonehandonmyhead

Him‘’fuckfuck,ahhhhbabyIamabouttocomeshit’’Idon’t

stopIjustkeepgoingtillIfeelhiswarm

loadinmymouth,stillonmykneesIlookupathimandhehas

hiseyesshut,helooksdownatmeandI

decidetoswallow,hedoesn’tbelievewhatIjustdid

Him‘’didyoujus’’

Me‘’swallowyourcum,yesIdidbaby,andImustadmityou

tastegood’’hesmirks

Him‘’babyyouneverceasetoamazeme’’asoftvoicedisturbs

us



Boy‘’auntySizawhatareyougoingtouncleMothatismaking

himcry’’ohmyGodnonono,Iquickly

getupandwipemymouth

Me‘’heybabyboy,heisjustsadthatammakinghimwearthat

trousercozhewantedjeansjustlikeyou

crywhenIdressyouinshortsinsteadofjeans’’Itrythat

directionandIseehissmile

Boy‘’seealltheboyswanttopickouttheirownoutfits’’

Molemolaughs

Me‘’Iseethatnowbabyboy,pleasegocheckonMomoIwillbe

withyoujustnowokay’’henodsand

leavesmewithMolemowhoislaughinglikecrazy

Me‘’babewhydidn’tyouclosethedoorthough’’

Him‘’Ididn’tknowthatyouweregoingtogivemesuchgreat

headbabyIamsorry’’

Me‘’justthankyourGodthatyouhadyourbacktothedoor,

thepoorchildwouldhavebeen

traumatized’’hecontinuestolaugh

Him‘’howaboutarepeatofwhatyoujustdid’’

Me‘’ohyouenjoyedthathuh’’



Him‘’babyyoursmartmouthisnotonlysmartwithwordsbut

it’sgiftedinthatdepartmenttoo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’isthatsoMr.Motaung’’

Him‘’yeswifeynowgiveyourhusbandanotherround’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yougoingtowaittillthekidsaregone’’hesmiles

Him‘’fairenough,nowgetyoursexyasshereandgiveyour

husbandakiss’’Igiggleandlaunchmyselftomybaby.

NTOMBI

Iswearthisbabywantstodrivemeinsane,Iamsobignothing

fitsmeanymore,IknowTebogotriesto

makemefeelgoodaboutmyselfbutwowhischildjustgoesout

ofherwaytoputmyconfidencedown,

notevenmyshoesfit,Ipracticallyleaveonslidesandmorning

slippers,Ihavebeentryingtofind

somethingtowearforoveranhourandeverythingmakesme

looklikeafatpig,Ijustcan’tanymore,I

needthisbabyoutofmenow,sheistakingovermylife,my

bodyeverything,Iloveherwithallmyheart



butno,Ijustsitdownonthebedandcry,thedooropensand

Tebogowalksin

Him‘’babyIhavebeenparkedoutsidefor20minutesnow

what’stheholdup,Lungilesaidyouwillbe

donelongtimeago’’Iignorehimandcontinuetocry

Him‘’heywhat’swrongmylove,isprincessokay’’Itakethe

dressontopofthebedandthrowitathim

Me‘’sheisfine,Iamnot’’Iseehimwanttolaughbutholditin

anditjustmakesmemoreemotional

Me‘’youareevenlaughingatme,yourdaughterisdrivingme

insaneandallyoudoislaugh’’

Him‘’Iwasn’tlaughingbabyIwouldnever’’hesayscoming

close

Me‘’ohnowyouthinkIamstupid’’

Him‘’babypleaseIdidn’t’’

Me‘’ifyouthinkitiseasycarryingthischildthentakeherand

bepregnant’’Isaycryingsomemore

Him‘’Iknowit’snoteasymyloveandIloveyousomuchand

appreciateyouforcarryingher,nowtell

mewhatshedidsoIcanreprimandherformakingmywoman



crylikethis’’

Me‘’sheismakingmeallsoemotionalTebothenshemakesme

eatallthefoodinthehouseandnowI

amfatandmyclotheswontfitme’’

Him‘’babywearegoingtobuyyounewclothesthat’swhyIam

heremos’’Ilookathim

Me‘’Tebogo’’

Him‘’okayokay,Iamsorryletmetalktoherokay’’

Me‘’please’’hesmilesandplacesahandonmybellyandkisses

it

Him‘’heyprincessit’syourdaddy’’shekicksandwebothsmile,

shedoesthateachtimeherfathertalks

toher

Him‘’Iloveyousomuchbabynowpleasestopmakingyou

mamasoemotionalcozshegoesallcrazyon

mehere’’Ismackhisbaldheadandwebothlaugh

Me‘’sukaTebogo’’Isaysmiling

Him‘’princesspleasebehavemybabypleasefordaddy’ssanity

play’’

Me‘’uyangijwayelawena’’Isaystandingupandhelaughs



Him‘’findadresslovelet’sgoshopping’’Ismileandoptforthe

maternitymaxidressSizaboughtme,I

letmybraidslooseandhehelpsmeputonmysandalsand

takesmyhandbagandwewalkout,wefind

mamainthelounge

Ma‘’letmeguessyoufoundhercrying’’Tebogolaughs

Him‘’youknowherLungile’’

Ma‘’lomtswanawakhoomenzakanje’’

Him‘’atleastyouacknowledgethatmyprincesskeMotswanaI

knowyouZulu’sandpouchingbabies’’

wealllaugh

Me‘’okayokaylet’sgo,youwastedtoomuchtimealready’’

Him‘’tryingtocalmyoudownyes’’Igivehimalook

Ma‘’heythispregnancyismakingyoubossyman’’

Him‘’atleastyouseethetypeofabuseIamsubjectedtohere’’I

laughandtakehishand

Me‘’mamawillseeyoulater’’

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS
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MERCY

Addictsdon’ttaketheirbathsandtheystayinthestreets,they

alsostealtofeedtheiraddictionright?

RightsoIguessIamnotanaddictIjustusecocaineasacoping

mechanismreallyanditisworkingfor

me,buttotellyouthetruthitisnolongerexciting,Iamusedto

itshighnow,IreallythinkIneedto

upgradetosomethingstrongandmaybecheaperbecausewow

Iamrunninglowonfunds,payingfor

thisdrugeverydayandmaintainingalavishlifestyleyeses,I

guessonehastogoanditisdefinitelynot

mypowder,IjustneedawaytokeepmyfinancesafloatbeforeI

gobroke.IamwithVickyatclub

nation,wejusthadlunchandIneededalineimmediately,my

lastfixwasnightandsheonlybrought

methestaffnowcozIcouldn’tdrivetoourdealermyself.

Me‘’pleasehandittome’’



Her‘’reallyMercy,yougonnadodrugshere’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’Iamgoingtodoalineinthebathroom’’

Her‘’no,let’sgotoyourhouse’’

Me‘’don’tbeapartypooperplease’’

Her‘’youalwayssayyouarenotanaddictbutyouractions

alwaysprovesthatyouare’’

Me‘’whatisthatsupposedtomeanVee’’

Her‘’youusethisthingeveryday,whatifyouOD’’Ilaugh

Me‘’childpleasemeODPshhhhnever’’

Her‘’neversayneverMercy,thispowderisjusttobeused

occasionally’’

Me‘’notwhenyoucanaffordit’’

Her‘’Iknowyourunninglowsodon’tactlikeBillGatesonme’’I

sigh

Me‘’youarehonestlykillingmyvibehere’’

Her‘’Iamjustlookingoutforyou’’

Me‘’IappreciatethatbutIamcool’’shehandsmethebagof

cocaine

Her‘’youknowyoucanjustgoandapologiestoyourdadand

stopusingtomakeyourselffeelbetter’’



Me‘’don’tdothat,don’tplaypsychologistonmenowplease’’

sheraisesherhandsindefeat.Shelooks

behindmeandfrowns

Her‘’thisbitch’’Iwasabouttoaskwhenthisothergirlcameto

ourtable,shelooksgoodhey

Girl‘’heyladies,areyoustillokay’’

Her‘’wearefineThatoyoucanseethat,ifwewerenotwe

couldhavecalledthewaiter’’shesays

annoyedandIwonderwhatisgoingon

Girl‘’ohIjustwantedtomakesurethatmycustomersarewell

takencareofyouknow,butIamglad

youareokay’’shesaysmakinggestureswithherlefthand

flashingherdiamondringannoyingVee

Me‘’yourcustomers?’’

Girl‘’ohsorry,IamThato,myhusbandandIownthisplace’’

Me‘’ohisthatso’’IsaylookingatVee,shetoldmeafriendof

hersbackstabbedherandtookSizwe

fromher,Iguessthisisthegirl

Me‘’ohyouarethatThato’’

Girl‘’yes,andpleaseexcusemeIneedtogosayhitohubby,



enjoy’’shesaysandfleeksher40inch

weavewithherwellmanicurednailsbeforeshewalksaway

Her‘’givemethat’’shesnatchesthepowderfrommybagwitha

card,Ilaugh

Me‘’whoistheaddictnow’’shegivesmealookofannoyance

Her‘’shutupMercy’’shesayswalkingtothebathroomandIam

leftalonelaughing,ohmanaretrashlookatwhattheyturnus

into

STEVE

Ijustfinishedcleaningthehouseanddoingmylaundry,Ijust

wantedtosavemygirlfriendthetroubleof

havingtodothatwhenshegetsher,IneverthoughtOliviawas

domesticatedbutmybabyneverceases

toamazemereally,shenormallydoesthelaundrywhenshehas

thetimebutwhenshecan’tItakeitto

mymotherortheLaundromat,Ijustopenedmyfirstbeerand

switchedthechannelto203,Manchester

cityisplayingin20minutes,IwishLivwascomingover,Imiss

her,tomorrowistoofarman.Iwentto



thekitchentofixmyselfsomethingtoeatbeforeIgetdrunk.I

amdisturbedbyaknockondoor,okayLiv

neverknocks,Itookmysisterskeyandmymotherisoutofthe

province,sohowdidthispersongetin

theyardinthefirstplace,ImentallyslapmyselfcozIdidn’tlock

itwhenIcamebackfromthebottle

store,Iwalkedtherethat’swhyIdidn’tlockthesmallgate,I

wipemyhandsdryandgoopen,it’sMpho,

thatexofminefromWitsandsomeguy,sheisdrunkandIjust

sigh

Him‘’grootman,Ijusthopeyouknowher,shetoldmetodrop

heroffatthisaddress’’Isigh

Me‘’yesIknowher’’hesighs

Him‘’thankGod’’

Me‘’letmetakeher’’

Him‘’shedidn’tpayne’’Ihelpherdrunksingingasstothe

loungeandgogetmywalletandgivetheguy

hismoney,Igobacktotheloungeandfindherposingonmy

couchwithherskirtpulledupexposingher

thigh



Her‘’heybabyIhavemissedyou’’

Me‘’Mpho,whatareyoudoinghere’’

Her‘’Icametoseemymanwhatelse’’Isigh

Me‘’IthoughtIexplainedthat’’shecutmeoffbeforeIcan

finish

Her‘’andyouthoughtIwasgoingtoletyougojustlikethat

Steve’’

Me‘’don’tdothisplease’’shesmiles

Her‘’don’tdowhatbabe,loveyousomuch’’

Me‘’youaregoingtogetmeintroublehere’’

Her‘’ohwiththatgirlwhat’shernameagain,Olga?’’

Me‘’Oliviayoumean’’shesmiles

Her‘’yesOliviathat’sright’’shegetsoffthecouchandcomesto

meandstartsdancingformepretty

close,Itrymylevelbesttoavoidherbutsheissopersistent,

youknowdrunkgirlsaremos

Me‘’stopthisMphoIhaveagirlfriendandIloveherplease’’

Her‘’themaninyourpantsseemstoenjoywhatIamdoing’’

yesIdohaveabonerbutno

Me‘’don’tmindthatonehehasamindofhisownreally’’



Her‘’ohcomeonbabythiswillstaybetweenus’’

Me‘’mygirlfriendandIareexclusive,Iamhappywithherwith

oursexlifeIamnotjeopardizing

anything’’

Her‘’whydoyoulovehurtingmesomuchSteven,allIever

wantedwasforyoutolovemethat’sall’’

Me‘’butIcan’tforcemyselftodothat’’shestartscryingand

goestothecouchandcries,ohthisisnot

happening,Oliviaisgoingtofreakifshefindsthisgirlhere

Her‘’justtryplease’’

Me‘’Ican’tdothattomyselfIcan’tdothattoyou,trustmeyou

willfindamanthatlovesyou’’

Her‘’becauseyouloveOliviaright’’Isighandnod,shegetsup

fromthecouchandheadstothe

bedroom,Ifollowherandshethrowsherselfonmybed,Olivia’s

whitebeddingsheisgoingtokillme

Me‘’nonoyoucan’tsleepinhere,youneedtoleaveMpho

please’’Isaybuttodeafearscozsheisout

ofit.contingencyplanIamnotgoingtoloseOliviaoverthis,I

takeoutmyphoneanddialherbutit

takesmestraighttovoicemail*babemyexjustshowedupat



myhousedrunkandshewon’tleave*

THANDIWE

IaminmysessionwiththeDrandlikealwaysshewantstogo

deeperinmysoul,ifshewasn’thelping

me,Iwouldbitchslapherreally,Iswearshehasthisevilpowers

ofmakingyoutalkaboutthingsyou

didn’tknowyoufelttillshetouchedonthesubject,Iamlaying

onthecouchwithmyfeetup,throwing

theballupandcatchingit,herofficeifsohugeandfullofstaff

tomakeyourelaxsoyouwillbefreeto

talkaboutanything,smartright?NoevilIsay.Shekeepsasking

butIdon’tknowhowtoanswerthis

Her‘’Thandiwecomeongivememyanswer,whatarethefirst

fivethingsyougoingtodowhenyouget

outofhere’’

Me‘’okayoakygezzz’’shelaughs

Her‘’IknowyouhatemebuttalkorIamkeepingyouhere’’



Me‘’firstIwanttogotomyfather’sgraveandcusshimout,let

himknowhowmuchhehurtmeand

stolemychildhoodfrommethencrymyeyesoutbeforeletting

hissilentgraveknowthatIforgivehis

ass’’shenodsandrightsdownonmyfile

Her‘’the2ndthingThandiwe’’

Me‘’IguessIwillgohaveacivilizedsitdownwithmyexandhis

wifeaswellandtalkaboutco

parenting’’shesmiles

Her‘’youarenotforgivingthem?’’

Me‘’didthatalongtimeagotrustme’’shewritesdownagain

withagrinonherface

Her‘’gladtohearthat,youcangoon’’

Me‘’Itakemychildrenandgoonaminivacationwiththemand

makesurethattheyseethattheir

momishappyandhealthyandshewillloveandtakecareof

themlikeneverbeforeandafterthatIwill

alsocookamassivedinnerformymotherandNtombiand

thankthemforputtingupwithmeaftermy

divorceandtakingcareofmeandmychildren,thenlastlyIam

goingtodecideonwhetherIamgoing



backtoschoolorstartingabusiness’’shenodsandwritesdown

again

Her‘’andwhataboutSizayoursister’’Isigh

Me‘’whatabouther”Iaskdefensively

Her‘’noneedtobehostile,Iamaskingaboutherbecauseifit

wasn’tforheryouwouldn’tbehere

gettingthehelpthatyouneed’’Iletoutatear

Me‘’howdoIlookatherafterallIhaveeverdonetoher,how

doIsayIamsorrySizaforalwayswishing

Iwasyou,beingjealousofyourlooksandcharisma,andIam

sorryforrejoicingwhenyoulostyour

daughterandwhatelseohIhatedyoubecauseourfatherdidn’t

getthechancetorapeyoutoo’’tears

streamdownmyface

Her‘’thatisexactlywhatyousaytoherThandiwe,behonest

withherandyourself,shehasnoideawhy

youhatehersomuchsojustputheroutofyourmiseryitwill

alsohelpwithyourhealing,youhave

beenchannelingyourangeratthewrongperson,shehasnever

everdoneyouwrong,yourfatherdid,

yourexhusbanddidnotSizakele’’



Me‘’shewillneverforgivemeforwhatI’vedonetoher’’she

smiles

Her‘’shewentoutofherwaytogetyouthishelpThandiwe,she

didn’tdothisbecauseshepitiesyou

butbecauseshelovesyouandshelongstohaveagood

relationshipwithhersister’’Icryharder

Me‘’howcouldshelovemeafterallIdidtoher’’

Her‘’fromthelittleIsawinherandhowyoualwaysexplained

hercharacterwithoutnoticing,sheisa

selflesspersonandshelovesevenwhensheisbeinghurt’’

Me‘’areyousure’’shenods

Her‘’youarebothlittlegirlsatheart,bothlongingandcrying

outforyoursister,youloveheryoujust

don’twanttoadmititanditkillsyoutoknowthatsheloves

youevenaftereverything’’

Me‘’Ihateyou’’Isaywipingmytearsandshelaughs

NTOMBI

IcametoseemyOB/GYNforourmonthlycheckupsandI



reportthatTebogo’sprincessisdoingwelland

growinglikesheshould,Imustadmitherheartbeatgetsme

emotionaleachtimeandIcan’thelpbut

fallinlovewithhereachtime,Idon’tknowhowandwhyI

becamethisluckybutthankyouGod,Icame

alonecozTebohadameetingandhehasbeenreschedulingit

becauseofme,Ididn’twanttobeselfish

andaskhimtopostponeitagain,ImadesuretoasktheDrto

printouta3Dphotooftheultrasound,

thisisgoingtoblowhimawaytrustme,Ijusthopehewon’t

enlargeitandframeittoputitinhishouse,

thewayheissoobsessedwithhisdaughterIwouldn’tputit

passedhim,thethoughtofhimtalkingto

mybellyisenoughtomakemeblushandletoutatear,Ijust

finishedmymealatthehospitalcanteen,

manIwastoohungrytogofindarestaurant,atleasttheydon’t

sellcrappyfood,don’tlookatmelike

thatIamachefintrainingsoIamallowedtocriticizeother

peoplescooking,Iwalkoutanddecideto

justwalkandrequestforanUberwhenIgettothemallnotfar

fromhere.iswearthiscorollais



followingmeorIamparanoid.Itryandpickupmypace,Oh

GodIregretwalkingtothemallnow,the

caralsoacceleratedabitandIwanttocryatthatmomentcoz

theroadisnotbusyandtheonlypersonI

seeissofar,whythiscitywon’tbebusywhenyouneedittobe

isamystery.Itryrunbutitfinally

accelerateandhitsthebrakesinfrontonofmeblockingmy

way,twomangetoutofthecarandItryto

runbackbutmybellyistooheavysotheycatchmeandone

putsaclothovermynoseandIjustfeelmyselfdrift

IamwokenupbysomeonesplashingwaterallovermeandI

wanttoscreamathimcozitcanonlybe

mybaby’sfather,TebocanbeannoyingattimesbutILovehim

regardless,Iopenmyeyesanddon’t

recognizemysurroundingsandIrememberthatIwastakenby

thosetwoman,Ijustcryandattemptto

brushmytummybutmyhandsarerestrained

Me‘’whoareyoupleaseletmegoplease’’

Voice‘’justshutupbitchwillyou’’



Me‘’pleasemyboyfriendhasmoneyjustcallhimandhewill

giveyouenoughjustletmegoplease’’

Voice‘’Iwon’trepeatmyself’’Ijustsittherescaredformy

baby’slifecozIampanickingandIfeel

myselfsweating,Ican’thavemybloodpressureelevateditwill

putmychildatrisk,Itrytakingdeep

breathsandtheyhelpabitbutIamstillscaredIwon’tlie.The

dooropensandIrunmyeyestoseewho

itisandIcan’tbelievemyeyes,hefoundmethismonsterhas

foundme

Him‘’ohyesmyloveitisme’’hesaysandstandsinfrontofme,

andIjustcry

Me‘’whatdoyouwantfrommeMthetho’’

Him‘’thiscityhasruinedmygoodobedientgirlyounowcall

yourkingbyhisname’’

Me‘’justpleaseletmegoplease’’

Him‘’whywouldIdothatmylove,Iwentthroughsomuch

troublejusttofindyou,Imustadmitthis

cityisbig’’hiseyeslandonmybellyandhisexpressionchanges

Him‘’don’ttellmeweareexpecting?’’

Me‘’thisisnotyourchildMthethoandwhenherfatherfinds



youtrustmeyouwillregretit’’helaughs

Him‘’yougaveyourselftoanothermanNtombi’’heisnowlivid

Me‘’yesandhelovesmeandhewantstomarryme,Iamnotas

worthlessasyourenderedme’’

Him‘’youbitch’’heslapsmesohardacrossthefaceitstings

Me‘’pleasestopplease’’heismadsomadIamscared,helooks

atoneoftheboys

Him‘’findmeadiscreetDrwhowillremovethatthingfromher

immediately’’Ifeelmyselfnumb

Me‘’nopleasemyKingpleasedon’tdothispleaseIbeg,it’sjust

aninnocentchild’’

Him‘’anotherman’sseedinsidemywomanisnotinnocent

Ntombi’’hewalksawayandIcrybegginghimtonotkillmy

child
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Shewassupposedtobehomehoursago,weagreedthatIwill



comehomestraightaftermymeeting

andshewillalsomakeherwayherewhensheisdonewiththe

doctor,thisisunlikemybabyreallyshe

isverypunctual,whatworriesmeisthatsheisnoteven

answeringherphone,itringsandringsand

rings.IjustgotoffthephonewithLungileandshesaysshelast

sawherwhensheleftgoingtoseeher

Dr.IamfreakingoutrightnowIwon’tlie,henceIamdriving

likeamaniactothatOB/GYN’spractice,

maybetherewerecomplicationswithprincessandtheydecided

toadmitherandsheiswayoutofitto

beabletouseherphone,Igettothehospitalandrushtothe

Dr’squartersandluckilyit’sstillopenand

empty.Theladyatthereceptiongivesmeafaintsmile

Her‘’hellosircanIhelpyou’’

Me‘’yesplease,Iamlookingformywife,shehadan

appointmentwiththedoctorearlieronandsince

thenshehasn’tbeenansweringherphoneIamreallyworried’’

Her‘’IamsorrysirIamnotallowedtosharepatient

informationwithyou’’



Me‘’sheismywifedammit’’

Her‘’evensoIamsorry’’Ifeelmyselflosingmycool,thisbitch,

doessheunderstandthatIdon’tknow

wherethemotherofmychildis

Me‘’listenherelady,youseriouslydon’twanttomesswithme

rightnow’’IhalfshoutmakingtheDrto

comeoutofheroffice

Dr‘’Brendawhat’sgoingon’’sheasksandhereyeslandonme

Me‘’thankGodyouarein’’

Dr‘’MrPhoolowhatisgoingonhere’’

Me‘’IamlookingforNtombiDr,lastspoketoherwhenshesaid

sheisabouttoseeyouandshewas

supposetomeetmeathomeimmediatelyafteryour

appointmentbutshenevershowedupandIhave

beencallingheranditjustringsunanswered,Iamworried

please’’

Dr‘’Yesshewashereandsheleftimmediatelyafterthecheck

up’’

Me‘’istheapossibilitythatIcanseethefootage’’

Dr‘’byallmeanspleaselet’sgotothesecurity’’Isighandshe



leadstheway,wewalkforawhiletothe

backofthehospitalandthesecurityofficesfinallyappear,we

walkinandshegreetstheguysinthere

andIdothesame

Dr‘’guysIneedyoutocheckthefootagefromaround11:30

thismorning’’theynodandplaybackand

weseeherwalkingfromtheDr’sofficetothecafeteriaand

leavingthehospitalandthatwasthelastof

it

Dr‘’asyoucanseesheleftthehospitalataround12:40’’Isigh

Me‘’Icanseethatanditseemslikeshewaswalkingtowards

thedirectionofthemall’’

Dr‘’maybesheisshoppingforthebaby’’Ijustnodbutmygut

tellsmethatsomethingisverywrongand

Ican’tshakeoffthefeeling

Me‘’thankyouDrforhelping’’

Dr‘’youaremostwelcome,pleaseletmeknowwhenyoufind

her’’

Me‘’Iwillringyou’’

Dr‘’okaybye’’shewalksoutandIfollowandwalktomycar,I



needtoseemybrotherrightawayheis

theonlyonewithcontactsthatcanhackthecity’ssecurity

systemtolookatthestreetscamerasmaybe

wewillseewhathappenedtoheralongthatroad.Ijusthope

sheisokaywheresheis,Ican’thave

anythinghappentoNtombiandourdaughter

OLIVIA

Idon’tknowwhat’swrongwiththisdamnphonethesedays,it

justdecidestofreezewhenitwantsand

switchitselfoffjustlikethat,Iamsuremyboyfriendhasbeen

tryingtoreachmeallday,IknowIsaidI

willseehimtomorrowbutnahIcan’twaitanylonger,not

seeinghimfortheentireweekwastorture

enough,soletmejustdrivedowntohisplace,Ipackmy

weekenderandtakemyIDandproofof

residencesoIcangobuyanewphonetomorrowcozthisscrap

isnotcuttingit.Iclosemycurtainsand

switchoffalltheappliancesexceptformyfridge,Itakemy

thingsandleave,thedrivetoSteve’shouse



isnotsobadhey,Iopenthegateanddrivein,hiscarisnotin

thedriveway,Iamsurehewentoutwith

theboys,IwilltrychargethisthingIcallaphoneandlethim

knowIamhome.Iregretnotstoppingfor

foodonmywayhere,butIwillrelaxabitthendriveouttothe

complexaroundthecorner.Iopenthe

doorandtheTVisplaying,Ialwaystellhimtoneverleavethe

televisionplayingbutdoesheeverlisten

mxm,Iwalkintheloungeandtheismybabyonthecouch

napping,hemusthavepassedoutduringthe

game.Ikisshislipsandheopenshiseyesandsmilesashesees

it’sme,herubshisyesthensitstraight

Him‘’heybeautiful,Iamgladyouarehere’’

Me‘’Icouldn’twaittilltomorrowImissyousobad’’

Him‘’didyougetmyvoicemail’’Iwasabouttoanswerwhen

somethingshockinghappened

Her‘’babypleasetellmeyouhavepainkillersthisheadache’’

shestopsassheseesme

Me‘’ohhellnoStevenhellno,whatthefuck’’Isaystandingup

fromthecouchandhestandquicklytoo



Him‘’babywaitpleaseitisnotwhatitlookslikeplease’’

Me‘’don’ttellmethatshitpleasedon’tpatronizemerightnow’’

Him‘’mylovepleasecomedownandletmeexplain’’

Me‘’explainwhyyouhaveahoeinyourhouse,aplacethatyou

alwayspreachthatit’sourpersonal

space’’Isayfuming

Her‘’huhexcuseme,whoareyoucallingahoe’’

Me‘’youhaveamoutheven’’Itakethecenterpieceonthe

coffeetableandthrowitatherhard,she

triestomoveoutthewaybutsheistooslowithitsherhardon

herarm

Her‘’Steveyourgirlfriendisahoodratisthisthewomanyou

wantasalifepartner’’

Him‘’Mphoshutupjustshutupokay’’shestartsrubbingher

armandStevenisholdingmesoIdon’t

chargeather

Me‘’letmegoSteven,Iamnotdoingthis,Ihavebeenhere

beforeIamnotgoingthroughthisagain,let

meleaveyoutootoenjoywhatIdisturbed’’

Him‘’OLIVIAJUSTSHUTUPANDLISTENOKAY’’heshouts



andIjumpalittle,heletsmego

Him‘’assoonassheshoweduphereIaskedhertoleavebut

shedidn’t,andwhenshewentintoour

bedroomtosleepwithoutmypermissionIcalledyoutoletyou

know,Igotyourvoicemailandlefta

messageandIthoughtthat’swhyyoucametodayinsteadof

tomorrow,IdidthatcozIloveyouandI

don’twantanythingoranyonetoruinwhatwehave,Iwould

nevercheatonyoubabeIpromise’’Ilook

athimallsmittenandshit.Helooksatthegirl

Him‘’MphoIhaveapologizedandIwilldoitagain,Iamsorry

forusingyouinthepastandIreallyhope

thatyouwillfindsomeonewhowillloveandrespectyouthe

wayIdoOlivia,pleaseletitbethelast

timeyoushowuphereandpullthisstunt,sheismygirlfriend

pleaserespectthat,gogetyourthingslet

medriveyoutobacktores’’

Me‘’don’ttestmeStevendrivehertowhere,howdidsheget

here’’

Him‘’shecamewithanuberlove’’

Me‘’thenletherleavethesamewayshecame,Iwillgladly



requestforher’’

Her‘’Iknowhowtorequestformyselfthankyouverymuch’’

Me‘’goodthen,andlearntofindyourownmantoonxa’’Steve

sighsandtakesmyhandintohis

NTOMBI

I’veneverbeensoscaredinmylife,Iamsoscaredformybaby,

MthethoisasickmanandIdon’tdoubt

thatheisgoingtokillmybabysoonashefindsawillingDrto

delivermydaughter,ohGodpleasedon’t

letthathappen,mama,babawhereveryouareintheheavens

pleaseprotectmeandyourgrandchild

fromthisevilman,pleaseshowTebogothatsomethingis

wrongsocanhestartlookingforusbefore

thismancarriesouthisplanofkillinghisfirstchild,losinghis

daughterwillkillhimLordplease.Iamso

thirstyandthispositionisnotcomfortable,Ifeellikemybackis

goingtobreak



Me‘’canIpleasehavewater’’theyignoremeandthedoor

opens

King‘’youheardher’’theystandupquicklyandoneofthem

getsmebottledwaterandhelpsmedrink

Me‘’pleaseletmegoplease,mychildisinnocent’’

King‘’Ntombidon’tinfuriateme,doyouthinkIamgoingto

raiseanotherman’schildinmypalace’’

Me‘’wecangivehertoherfatheroncesheisbornplease’’

King‘’it’sevenafemalechild,whatawastethatmanis,hecan

evenmakeaboy,whatdidyouseeinhim’’

Me‘’mykingpleaseIbegyouplease’’

King‘’stopbeggingNtombi,youaregoingtobeaQueensoon

andIsurelydon’twantaweakQueenbymyside’’Icry

Me‘’whyareyoudoingthistome,youdon’tcareaboutme,you

saidityourselfthatIamworthless’’

King‘’don’tbestupid,Isaidallthosethingssoyoudon’tgo

lookingforothermanandgivingthemwhat

ismine,youbelongtomeNtombi,youaremine,youwillbear

mechildren,manymanychildrenand

youwillgetoverthelittleharlotyouarecarrying,youandIwill

rulethevillagesidebyside,Iwillmake



youtheenvyofallwoman,theywillwishtheywereyou.Iwill

announcetothewholevillagethatyou

aremyfirstwifeandthesittingqueenonthethrone,allofyour

co-wiveswillbowdowntoyou’’

Me‘’Idon’twantallofthatplease’’

King‘’waittillyoustartlivingitandyouwillseethatpoweris

everythingNtombiwami’’

Me‘’youwillburninhell’’helaughsandkissesmeonthelips

King‘’Iloveitwhenyoutalkdirty.Itturnsmeon’’

Me‘’myGodwillsavemychildfromyouandyouwillnever

controlmenever’’hegoessilentforalongtimeandsmiles

King‘’youjustgavemeagoodidea;boyscancelthatDrright

away.Thischildwillbemyleverageon

you,Iseehowmuchyouloveitandthatwillworkinmyfavor.

Fromhereonsheismydaughterand

everyoneelseinthevillagewillknowherasmyprincess,she

willbethereasonwhyyoudon’trunaway

frommeanymore.Youwillstaywithmetoprotectyour

preciousbastard.Igettokeepyouandyouget

toraisethatthinggrowinginsideofyou’’helaughsanevil

laughandIjustcry,Ican’timaginemybaby



beingraisedmythisman,whatifherapesherlikehedidme,I

can’thavemychildsufferthesamefateasme

Me‘’IwouldratherdieMthethothanbeyourwifeandhaveyou

arisemychild’’

King‘’ohbutyoudon’thaveachoicemylove’’

Me‘’Tebogowillfindmeandwhenhedoesyouwillwishthat

youneversetyourfootinthiscitytolookforme’’

King‘’doyouseehimanywheresweetheart’’

Me‘’youarethedevilsreincarnate’’

King‘’thankyousomuchforthecompliment,boysget

everythingreadyweareleavingatdawn’’

Them‘’surebozza’’thesegoonsarenotfromthevillage,they

aredefinitelyfromthiscityandIam

prettysurethattheymightknowofmyboyfriend,Iwilltrythat

angleandseeifitwon’tworkformewhenthisruthlessKingis

outofsigh

RAZOR

SodidSizaandItellyouthatwearegettingmarriedonmy

birthday?Coolhuh.ThebestbirthdayIwill



everhaveinmyentireexistence,theloveofmylifebeingmy

wife,myforeverandmore.Sheisonher

laptopwithherlegsonmylap,Iamwatchingcurrentaffairs,

tryingtobekeptuptospeedwithwhatis

happeningaroundtheworld,IlookatherandImustadmit

thoseeyeglasseslookgoodonher,she

lookslikeahotnerdrightnow.Sheisconcentratingonher

computerandIwonderwhatitisthatsheis

doingthatshedoesn’tevenfeelmygazeonher.

Me‘’whatareyoubusywith’’

Her‘’tryingtofindyouabirthdaypresent’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Softyouaremarryingmeonmybirthday,that’senough

hun’’

Her‘’mmmhhh’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’sostopthen’’

Her‘’nopeIfoundafewthingsjustcan’tchooseone’’

Me‘’letmehelpyouthen’’

Her‘’it’syourgiftdummyyoucan’tseeittillIgiveittoyou’’

Me‘’whoareyoucallingdummy’’Iclosethelaptopandtakeit



fromher,carefullythrowingitonthe

otherreclinerinthecinema.Iremoveherlegsfromontopof

meandkneelonthecouchandpullherby

thelegstillsheislayingonherback,Ipartherlegsandgetin

betweenthem,startkissingherneckwhile

ticklingherandmansheissoticklish,hergigglesfillsupthe

entireroom

Her‘’babypleasestopplease’’shesaysinbetweenmyfavorite

soundintheworld-hergiggling-

Me‘’callmedummyonemoretime’’

Her‘’okayIamsorrymygenius’’shesaysandthedoorbursts

openandmybrotherwalksin

Me‘’Gyoureallyneedtolearnhowtoknockonthereal’’he

keepsastraightfaceandIknowhemeans

business,IquicklygetoffSoft

Me‘’what’sgoingon’’

Him‘’NtombiisMIA’’

Her‘’whatdoyoumeanMIA’’sheasksalarmedandIwaitfor

hisresponse

Him‘’shewenttotheDrforhercheckupandsheisnowhereto

befound,herphonejustrings



unanswered’’

Her‘’maybetheyadmittedher,letmemakeafewcalls’’

Him‘’Ithoughtsotooandwenttothehospitalandsheleftthe

hoursagotheyshowedmethecctv’’

Me‘’ohshit’’

Him‘’youhavetohelpmebrotherplease’’

Me‘’youdon’thavetoaskman’’

Him‘’thelastthingIknowisshetookthedirectiontothemall

nearyourhospital’’

Me‘’atleastthatareahascameras,Iwillcallmycontactatthe

cityoffice’’

Him‘’pleasebrother’’Iseetearsforminginhiseyes,Itakemy

phonequickly

Her‘’wewillfindher’’Softsaysgoingtohimandshefoldshim

inahugandhereturnsit

Me‘’yeahsure,it’sRazorlistenIneedtodaysfootageofthe

areaaroundmyhospitalespeciallythe

directionofthemall…moneyhasneverbeenaproblem…no

30minutesbringittomyhouse…your

moneywillbeready…thanksman’’Ihangup



Him‘’thanksRazor’’

Me‘’youdon’thavetoman,sheismyfamily,sheiscarryingmy

nieceandsheislikemywife’ssisterand

sheisyoureverythingIwillgooutofmywaytogetherback’’

hesmilesandwipesthattearabouttofall

**************

GuysIneveraskformuch,canIpleasegettheselikesand

shares,prettyplease

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER106

NTOMBI

ItwasalmostdarkoutsideandIwasleftwiththetwoguysthat

tookmeonmywaybackfromthe

hospital,IjustpraywhatIamabouttodowillsavemylifereally.

iftheyarefromthisCitytheywill

definitelyknowofprincess’sdadanduncleandmaybethatwill

beenoughtoscarethemandtheywill



letmego.Iamtryingtofindtherightapproachinmyheadand

ImustadmitIamfindingitabitdifficult

todosobutthenagainIamnotdoingthisformarksIamdoing

thistosavemylifeandthatofmy

daughter,theyarebusylisteningtomusicfromonesphone.

Me‘’Iwonderifyoutwoarereadytodiebecauseofamanlike

Mthetho’’Ilaugh

Guy1‘’bitchjustshutuporIwillgagyou’’

Me‘’youknowmymanisprobablygoingcrazywhereheis

tryingtofindusandwhenhedoes

ncncncnc’’

Guy1‘’ifhewassohighandmightyhewouldhavefoundyou

bynow’’

Me‘’Gadafiisacalculateddecisionmaker,heprobablyalready

knowswhereIamrightnowjustwaiting

fortherighttimetohit,withabrotherlikeRazortheyarenot

tobemessedwith’’

Guy2‘’didyoujustsayGadafiandRazor’’heasksalarmedand

relieffloodsthroughme

Me‘’yesIamGadafi’swomanandthisinhereishisfirstchild’’



Guy1‘’isthatsupposetoscareuslady’’Iwanttocry

Guy2‘’ofcourseitdoesntwanaareyoucrazy,doyouknow

whathappenstopeoplethatcrossthe

brothers’’theotheronelaughs

Guy1‘’wowdon’ttellmeaboutthosetwo,Razorisweaknow

heleftthegamebecauseofsomebitch

heismarryingandGadafiwillalwaysbehisbitch,hiserrand

boy’’

Guy2‘’ifyouthinkjustbecauseRazorsteppeddownheisweak

thenyouarestupid’’

Guy1‘’whatdidyoujustsaytome’’

Guy2‘’Isaidyouarestupid,Iamdonewiththiswholemission,

youcankeepallthemoneyhewillbe

paying,Iwouldratherbebrokeandalivethantoberichand

deadcozthatisexactlywhatwearegoing

tobewhenhefindsoutwehelpedthatmanabducthiswoman’’

Guy1‘’youaresuchaweaklingIdon’tknowwhyIrolledwith

youforsolong’’

Guy2‘’itscoolmfethu,Iamout’’hetakeshisphoneandstops

themusic,hewearshisjacketandtakes

hisgunwalkingout.Shitshititdidn’twork



Guy1‘’stoptalkingandplanninginthatlittlebrainofyours,I

don’tfearyourboyfriendorwhateverhe

is,heisjustalittlebitchjustlikeyou’’

Me‘’wewillseeaboutthat’’

Guy1‘’Isaidstoptalkingdidn’tI’’

Me‘’youaregoingtoregretthis’’

Guy1‘’sweetheartyoushouldberejoicing,youaregoingtobe

queennotsomegangsterinasuit’s

girlfriend’’Iswallow

Me‘’thenyougobehisqueenifyouthinkitisallrosey’’

Him‘’ifIhadapussyIwould’’Isighandjustlethimbe

THANDIWE

Idecidedtogotothecinematowatchsomeanimationjustto

feelclosetomychildrensinceImiss

themsobad,mymothercouldn’tbringthemthisweekcozthey

arespendingtheweekwiththeir

father.IknowmysonisasuckerofanimationandcartoonssoI

guessthenextvacationisDisneyland



withthemboth.Iwalkoutofthecinemawiththelastofmy

popcornandslashpuppy,Iamoutsidemy

dooranditisdifficultformetoretrievemykeyfromthejean

pocket

Him‘’needhelpwiththat’’Ijump

Me‘’youseriouslywanttogivemeaheartattackright’’he

laughs

Him‘’IamsorryThandiwe’’

Me‘’pleaseholdthesesoIcantakethekeyoutofmypocket’’

hetakesthethings

Him‘’wenttowatchamoviehuh,whywasn’tIinvited?’’

Me‘’becauseyouareneveronsight’’

Him‘’butItoldyoumyroomnumber,youcouldhavecame’’I

sigh

Me‘’Idon’tthinkyouweregoingtoenjoyanimation’’

Him‘’showmeaparentwhodoesn’tenjoyanimation’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youhavekids’’hisfacefalls

Him‘’yeahIhave3’’hesoundssohurtsayingthat

Me‘’IamsureyoumissthemcozIsurelymissmine’’



Him‘’ImissthemsomuchThandiwe’’

Me‘’yousoundsosadthough’’

Him‘’ifyouknewwhatIhavebeenthroughyouwould

understand’’

Me‘’wouldyouliketocomein?’’

Him‘’surewhynot’’Iopenedthedoorandwewalkin

Me‘’feelathome’’

Him‘’yourroomisnice’’Ismile

Me‘’thanks,Ihavesnacksandsomeorangejuicewouldyoulike

some?’’

Him‘’yesplease’’Ismileandpourussomejuiceandsome

snacksandgositonthebedsinceheison

thecouch

Me‘’sowhoisMbusooutsidethisplace’’

Him‘’beforethisplaceIwasMbusothefatherof3amazing

childrenandIwasmarriedtomyhigh

schoolsweetheart,Iwasworkingforabigaccountingfirm,was

theirchartedaccountedanditallcame

crushingdownoneday’’hesayswithasidesmile

Me‘’wanttotalkaboutit?’’



Him‘’ifyoudon’tmindIwouldrathernotatleastnotyet,who

isThandiwe’’

Me‘’sheisawomanwhoharborsalotofpainandangerbut

onedayatatimeIamtakingmylifeback’’

Him‘’adayatatimeisallyouneedThandiwe,soIwasinmy

therapysessiontodayandIfinallygaveher

thefirstfivethingsIamgoingtodowhenIgetoutofhere

sincethatwasmyfinalsteptomyhealingshe

isdischargingmeongroundsthatIseeheronceaweeksoshe

canassessmeonhowIamhandlinglife

outside’’

Me‘’thatisgreatnewsMbuso,Iamsohappyforyou’’Isay

goingtohughimandhehugsmeback

Him‘’thanksbuttheisalotontheoutsideIhopeIwillhandle

everything’’

Me‘’Ibelieveyouwilljusthavefaithinyourself’’hesmiles

Him‘’thanksdear’’

Me‘’sowaitonceyougiveheryourfirstfivethingsyouare

readytogobackintoreality’’

Him‘’yesbutonlyifshefeelsyouarenotholdinganything

back’’



Me‘’ohokayIsee’’Ihavegivenhermylistandshedidn’tspeak

ofdischarging,whatisitthatshefeelsI

amholdingbackthough,cozsheistheonlypersonIhavetold

everythingto

STEVE

Iamlookingathercookinginthekitchenwithaglassofwine

nexttoher;sheisinnothingbutmyT-

shirtandherslippers,theperfectsightItellyou.Idon’tknow

howIfellinlovewiththisonebutIam

happyIdid,sheisabreathoffreshairandIwouldn’thaveher

anyotherway.Shereallydidrefuseme

takingMphohome,ImeansheeventookmycarkeysandIjust

laughed,sheevenrefusedherwaiting

fortheuberinthehouse.Toldhertogorequestinthestreet,

OliviaissavageItellyou.Iamaluckyone

tohavefoundthiswoman,shecompletesmeineveryway,I

takeasipofmybeerandlookathersexy

selfagainandmyhardgetsharder



Her‘’yourdickwillfalloffifyoudon’tstopeyeingmysexyass’’

shesayswithoutturningandIlaugh

Me‘’howdidyouknowIwaslookingatyou’’

Her‘’Ihaveeyesatthebackofmyhead’’

Me‘’Iwouldbelieveyou’’shelaughsandspanksherownass

andcontinuecooking

Me‘’babyyoushouldhavewashedyourhand’’

Her‘’boypleasewhat’sspankingwhenyoueatmypussyout

likedinnerafterIhavepeedthewhole

damnday’’Ihaveneverlaughedsomuch

Me‘’youaresonastyOlivia’’Isaygoingtohugherfrombehind

Her‘’youlovemeeitherway’’

Me‘’yesIdobabe’’

Her‘’andIloveyoutoo’’

Me‘’whyareyousocrazy’’

Her‘’shestarteditthough,whywouldshecomehereafteryou

toldheraboutme,shewascravinga

beatingshamecozshedoesn’tlisten’’

Me‘’Iswearyoubrokeherarm’’



Her‘’Ishouldhavebrokenhervirginsoshedoesn’tgoaround

offeringittopeoplesboyfriends’’Ilaugh

Me‘’babysheisnotlikethat,shewasjustdrunk’’

Her‘’excuseyou?Don’tgetmemadrightnow’’Iraisemyhands

indefeat

Me‘’Iwasjustsayinglove’’

Her‘’Stevenletmenotseeyouanywherenearthatgirlcoz

wow’’

Me‘’babynever,lookatme’’Isaycuppingherfaceandshe

blushes

Her‘’what?’’shesayswithacutesmile

Me‘’youknowIloveyousweets,Ionlyhaveeyesforyourcrazy

ass’’shelaughs

Her‘’khethilekhethile’’

Me‘’andIamhappywithmychoice,Iwouldn’tevenchangethe

colorofyourhair,youareperfectfor

melove’’

Her‘’yousoundsoromanticrightnow,ifIdidn’tknowyoulikeI

doIwouldmeltbutIknowyoujust

tryingtogetmetobedsoIcangoallmonkeyonyou’’Ilaugh

outloud



Me‘’Oliviawho’sgirlfriendareyoumara,cozyouaredefinitely

notmine’’shepoutsherlips

Her‘’IamStevenBodibe’sgirlfriendandheissoinlovewith

me’’

Me‘’Iloveyoubabe’’IsayandIgenuinelymeanit

Her‘’Iloveyoutooboo,andsorryIthoughtyouwerecheating

onme’’

Me‘’itsokaybabe,Iknowyougocrazyfirstandaskquestions

later’’Ilaughandsheattemptstohitme

withthewoodenspoonbutImanagetododgeit

Her‘’mxmwaborawaitsi’’

Me‘’finishcookingIamhungrywoman’’

Her‘’yesSirMr.Bodibe’’Iwinkatherandgobacktothelounge

towatchthehighlights

GADAFI

IampacingupanddowninRazorsstudy,waitingonthistech

geektofinallyarriveattheearlierfootage

ofthedirectionNtombitookfromthehospital,thereisalotto



lookatandIfeellikewedon’thavetime,

SizaistryingbyallmeanstocalmmeandIreallyappreciateher

butIwillonlybecalmwhenIfind

Ntombiandmydaughter.Igopourmyselfadrinkandgulpit

down.IthasbeenhoursnowIjusthope

whoevertookherhasnothurtevenasinglestrandofhairon

herheadbecauseIwillrainhellonthem

Razor‘’brothercomewefoundsomething’’Igotothemquickly

andlookatthescreen,thetwoboysget

outofthewhilecorollaandtakehersecondslatertheyspeed

off.Itaketheglassonthedeskandthrow

ittothewallitsmashesallover

Me‘’fuckthedamncardoesn’thavenumberplatesandthose

fuckersarewearingbalaclavas’’

Razor‘’thathasneverstoppedusfromtrackingdownanyone

before,Iamgoingtofindyourwoman

trustme’’

Me‘’IknowIamsorrybrother’’

Razor‘’it’sokayG,Itotallyunderstand,Iwouldgocrazyifsome

fuckershadtakenSofttoobutweare



goingtofindherandwhoeverisbehindthisIpromise’’

Siza‘’letmegogetthebroom’’shesayssmilingatmeandI

regretdoingthatnowIhavecausedher

unnecessarywork

Me‘’IamsorrySiza’’

Siza‘’itsokayyoucanbreakanythingyouwantIwillcleanup’’

Razor‘’Iwillkillhim’’welaughandhetakesouthisphoneand

dialssomeonetocometohishouse

Me‘’whoisthat’’

Razor‘’thetracker’’it’ssomeguywhohasagiftoffinding

peoplenomatterhowdeeptheyarehidden

Me‘’thanksmanIknowyouaregoingtoowehimafavorsince

hedoesn’tacceptcash’’

Razor‘’IwoulddoanythingforyouG,youaremybrother’’Ifist

bumphim,oneofmyboyswalksinwith

aboyIdon’trecognize

Me‘’whatthehellareyoudoinghere,youweresupposedtobe

guardingthewarehouseincaseoneof

ourenemiesisbehindthis’’

Him‘’sorrybossIjusthadtobringthisfoolhere,hehasnews



onthemadam’’Ichargequicklytothat

boyandholdhimbyhisthroat

Me‘’wherethefuckismywomanyoupieceofshit’’hestruggles

tobreath

Razor‘’Glethimgo,howwillhegiveusanswerswhenheis

dead’’Iletgoandgostandbythecorner

Him‘’IamsorrybraGlwenataRazorIdidn’tknowshewas

relatedtoyoubutsoonasshementionedit

Icutalltieswiththemissionandwentstraighttolookforyou’’

Me‘’wherethehellisNtombi’’herubshisneck

Him‘’sheisinBereaatsomeflats,weweretoldtokidnapher

bysomekingfromthevillagethemoney

wasgoodbutIletitallgowhenshesaidshewasyourwife,I

couldn’tbetrayyoulikethatbozzayam’’

Me‘’thatbastard,Ishouldhavekilledhim,issheokayismy

womanandbabyokay?’’

Him‘’yestheystillareokay,heisplanningonleavingwithher

atdawn,IamreallysorrymaGrootman’’

Razor‘’youshowedyourrespectbycomingtoinformusandfor

thatyouareforgiven’’

Me‘’listengetalltheboystogoandsurroundthatplaceand



RazorandIwillfollowbehind.Getinthere

andsecuretheKingandhislapdogmakesureNtombiisnotin

thefiringlinewhenyoumakeyourway

inunderstood’’Isaytomyboy

Him‘’surebrazaIamonit’’hewalksoutmakingacall

Me‘’wenayouarecomingwithusandthankyou’’Isaytothe

boywhocamewiththeinfo

Razor‘’softIwillbebackokaymylove’’hesayskissingher

Siza‘’pleasebesafeguysandbringNtombibackplease’’she

sayskissinghimbackandcomestohugme

************

Showmesomelove

SIZAS’TRIBULTAIONS

CHAPTER107(NOTEDITED)

NARRATED



TheflatwheretheKingkeptNtombiwasnowsurrounded,one

ofthemmanagedtoenterunseensohe

cantakealookatthesituationinside,likeinstructedNtombi

hadtobeoutofthefiringlinesobefore

everyoneenteredhehadtoensurethatwhengunsstartedto

gooffshewassafefromallthebullets

thatweregoingtobeflyingaround.Oncehesawthatsheis

closedintheroomalonehesentansmsto

Gadafitoalertthemthatsheisfarfromitallandthattheycan

comein,Mthethoandhisguyhad

alreadycalledforareplacementforthatguythatdropthe

missionandwenttoinformGandRazor.

BeforetheyknewtheKingandhisguyweresurroundedand

theydidn’tevenhavethechancetodraw

theirgunstoeventryanythingbecausetheycouldseethat

theywereoutnumberedandwhateverthey

triedwouldjustbackfire,sotheyjustsurrenderedandthey

wererestrainedandGandRazorcame.

Mthethowasfuriousseeingthattheotherguyhadsnitchedon

himandthatitresultedinhimbeing

caught.ThefirstthingGadafiaskedwaswheretheykepthis



pregnantgirlfriend,soonashisguyshowed

him,heimmediatelyrantotheroom.

NTOMBI

Ihearcommotionintheotherroombutnogunshots,Iwon’tlie

atthispointIamscaredtodeath,I

swearIhaveneverbeenthisscaredbefore,Iamevengetting

somecramps,Iamtryingsohardtocalm

downbutIswearIamfightingalosingbattlehere,my

daughter’slifeisindangerandthereisnothingI

candotohelpherrightnow,Ican’tcontainmytears,losingthis

childisgoingtobreakme,Idon’teven

wanttothinkofTebogo,heisgoingtobedevastated.The

crampskeepongettingworseandallIcando

ispraytogodtokeepmychildsafe.Thedoorburstsopenand

heappearsasifIhadplannedmoretears

juststreamdownmyface,ohmyGodhefoundme.Hequickly

comestomeanduntiesme



Him‘’ohbabyIamsosorrythishappened,IamsorryIwasn’t

theretoprotectyou’’

Me‘’youareherenowthat’sallthatmatters’’

Him‘’Ishouldhavedealtwiththatfuckeralongtimeago’’

Me‘’babysomethingiswrong,pleasetakemetothehospital

nowplease’’

Him‘’whatwhat’sgoingon,isitprincess?’’

Me‘’yespleaselet’sgoquicklyplease’’hescoopsmeupbridal

styleandhurriesout,wegettothe

loungeandKingMthethoandhisgoonarerestrainedandthe

roomiffullofarmedmanandRazor

Him‘’brotherIneedtotakeNtombitothehospital,shesays

somethingiswrongwithprincess’’

Razor‘’hurryandtakeafewboyswithyousotheycandriveand

forsecurity,Iwilltakecareofthis

trash’’

Him‘’thanksbro’’oneoftheguysopenedthedoorandstepped

aside,wewereabouttostepoutwhen

anotherguyapprearedandhepulledhisgunandshotatme,I

haveneverfeltsomuchpainbefore

Him‘’noooooooooooooooo’’Tebogoscreamedashesankdown



onhiskneeswithmestillinhisarms

Razor‘’getthatmotherfuckernow’’hescreamedbutlate

becauseaftertheshotstheboyswerealready

runningaftertheguythatshotme

Him‘’Ntombibabypleasestaywithmedon’tcloseyoureyes

babystaywithmeplease’’hesayscrying

Me‘’tebopleasesaveourdaughterplease’’Isaydrowsy

Razor‘’rushhertothehospitalnowGadafi,Iwillcallthemtobe

readyforher’’hegotupandran

towardshiscar

Him‘’drivelikeyourlifedependsonitdoyouhearme’’hesays

tothedriverandIfeelthecarmovingso

fast.HeiscryingandheismakingconversationsothatIdon’t

closemyeyes

SIZA

Icouldn’tstayinmyhousealone,soIdecidedtogobewithmy

motherwhilewewaitforthemtocallus

totellinformusthattheyhavefoundher,mymotherisnot



copingwiththisatall,shehastakenNtombi

likeherowndaughter,thewayIseeherasmyownsister,she

doesn’tdeserveallofthis,sheshouldbe

homeenjoyingherpregnancynotworryingaboutsurvivingthis

ordeal,Ipraytheyfindhersafeandthey

betterdealwiththatfuckedupKing.Ipourthehotwaterinthe

cupsandtakethecupswithmetothe

loungeandmamaissittingtherestillcrying.

Me‘’theyaregoingtofindhermama’’

Her‘’Ipraysobaby’’

Me‘’Itrustthem,shewillbehomewithussoon,justbestrong

forher’’

Her‘’Ishouldhavewentwithhertothatcheckup,Iamsuppose

tobehermotherSiza,sheneededme

andIfailedher’’

Me‘’youdidn’tknowthiswasgoingtohappenmama,noneof

usdidSthandwasam’’

Her‘’whyisMthethosoevil’’

Me‘’hewillgetwhathedeservesthatonedon’tworryabout



that’’

Her‘’theworldwillbeabetterplacewithouthimandMadoda’’

Me‘’Ijustwonderwhathappenedtothemtobesuchmessed

upman’’

Her‘’IwillalwayswondertooSiza’’

Me‘’isyourcoffeeokay?’’

Her‘’justthewayIlikeitbabythankyou,let’swatchsome

Nigerianmovietodistractme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nopleasemamayohno’’

Her‘’whatIneedtobedistractedandtheirdramawilldojust

that’’

Me‘’nolet’sfindsomethingelse’’

Her‘’tellmeaboutplanningofyourweddingthen’’

Me‘’better,soallthreeofmydressesaredonemamaandthey

areallsobeautiful’’

Her‘’whydoyouneedsomanydressesthoughSiza’’

Me‘’oneIwillwalkdowntheaislewith,it’saprincessdress,

thentheotherisforthereception,forthe

speechesandallthat,it’sbodyhuggingandlongsonice,then

thelastoneisshortforwhentheparty



starts’’shelaughs

Her‘’youarejustwastingMotaung’smoney,andthedécor’’

Me‘’it’smagicalmama,everythingIhavealwaysdreamtofand

more’’

Her‘’goodjustdon’tforgetthefoodphelanomatterhow

beautifultheweddingisifpeopledon’teatit

wasabadwedding’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iknow,Ntombiisstillincharge,shegavemethemenuand

MoandIcouldn’tbeanyhappy,sheis

justthebestmama,andwealsoagreedtohirechefsthatwill

cookherrecipescozshecan’tstandlong

inhercondition,forthedrinks,itwillbeanopenbarwith

waitersgoingaround’’

Her‘’Iamsohappyforyoumybaby’’shesmiles

Me‘’thankyoumama’’myphoneringsanditsMolemo

Her‘’Ihopeit’sthem’’Inodandanswer

Me‘’heybaby,didyoufindher?....whatohmyGodbaby

no…okaywillberightthere’’Ihangup

Her‘’what’sgoingonSizakele’’

Me‘’weneedtogotothehospitalnowmama,shehasbeen



shot’’

Her‘’ohNkosiyamkodwayini’’shesaysgettingupfromthe

couch,IgrabmykeysandmamaandIrunouttomycar.

THANDIWE

IjustgotoutofmytherapysessionandtheDrissaying

nothingaboutmeleavingthisplace,whichis

oddbecauseIgavehermylistandpeoplesayonceshegives

youthelisttaskitmeanssheishappywith

yourprogressandonceyousubmitit,sheisgoingtodischarge

butwhyisthatnotthecasewithme,I

amfrustratedreally,allIwanttodoisgohometomychildren,I

missthemsomuch,IswearIammuch

betterevenshecanattesttothatbutwhyisshenotlettingme

leave,Iwillneverfigureouthow

psychologistsworksreally.Ithinktheyaretheoneswhoshould

beinstitutionalizedreally,butinall

honestlyIamreallygratefultohavebeenhere,Ihavereally

healedevenifit’snotcompletelybutInow

acknowledgeandunderstandmyhurtandhowtodealwithit,



it’ssafetosayIhavedirectionnow.A

knockcomesthroughmydoor

Me‘’comein’’thedooropensandthisbeautifulmanwalksin

Him‘’heyIhavebeenwaitingforyoutocomeoutofyour

sessionforforevernow’’

Me‘’sorrywewentpassedourscheduledtime,youknowhowit

getsinthere’’helaughs

Him‘’trustmeIhadalengthyonemyselflastnight’’

Me‘’ohsothat’swhyyoudidn’tcometothecinemalastnight,

youstoodmeupforcryingandtalking

nonstop’’hestops

Him‘’wejustlosttrackoftime’’

Me‘’ItotallyunderstandMbuso’’

Him‘’Iwillmakeituptoyousoonasyougetoutofhere’’I

narrowmyeyes

Me‘’whynottonight?’’

Him‘’shesignedmydischargepaperslastnight,Icouldn’tcome

tellyoucozIfiguredyouwerealready

sleeping’’



Me‘’that’sgreatnewsIamhappyforyou’’

Him‘’Iamgoingtomissyousomuch’’Iblush

Me‘’metoo’’helooksaroundandspotsapencilonmydeskand

takesoutR100notefromhispocket

andhewritessomethingonitandhandsittome

Him‘’thisismynumber,callmewhenyouareoutokay’’

Me‘’areyousurethisisstillyournumberandifthephoneeven

stillexistsImeanyouhavebeeninhere

foralmost2years’’helaughsandtakesitoutofhispocket

Him‘’Itesteditthismorninganditstillworksluckily’’Ismile

Me‘’wheredidyoukeepthat’’

Him‘’sinceIcheckedmyselfinshekeptmystaffinmylocker

coznoonewasheretotakemypersonal

belongings’’Ididn’tknowhecheckedhimselfin

Me‘’howcomeyournumberisstillworkingafterallthistime’’

Him‘’let’sjustsaymycompanywouldn’tletmeterminatemy

contactcozofahiddenclause,soIhadto

talktothemonthephonetwiceaweek,anddomyjob

telephonically,justtoadviseonthisandthat,so

that’showthenumberwasactiveandthenetworkprovider



didn’tblockit’’

Me‘’thatwasbreakingthelaw’’

Him‘’itwastheonlywayIcouldgethelp,withoutthefirm

takinglegalactionagainstme’’Inod

Me‘’wellIguesstheonlythingyouneednowisanupgrade,

yourphoneisso2yearsago’’

Him‘’mxm,stopdissingmeandcomegivemeahug,Iwas

supposedtobeoutofhere5hoursago’’

Istandandgotohim,wefoldinahug,awarmhug,andhe

smellssogoodIswearheismakingmeweak

atmyknees

Me‘’Iwishyouallthebest’’weletgoandhekissesmeonthe

forehead

Him‘’ThankyouThandiweyoutoo.Listentoeverythingshe

says,shecares’’Ismiles

Me‘’safetravels’’

Him‘’callmewhenyouareoutofhereokay?’’Inodandhe

smilesandwalksout

GADAFI



Idon’trememberthelasttimeIcried,hellIdon’teven

rememberlastIwasscared,ImeanIhavedone

allsortsofcruelthingsandcruelthingshavebeendonetome

andneverhaveIbeenscared,Iaman

underworldboss,mycartelisfearedallovertheworld,people

respectmeandmybrotherandthat

meanswehavenothingtofearbuthereIampacinginthe

bloodyhospitalscaredtomystomach,even

crying,amanlikemedoesn’tcrybutIguesslovemakeseven

thecoldestofheartsmelt.Ican’tlose

Ntombiandmydaughter,forthefirsttimeinmylifeIhavea

purpose,Iamnotjustlivingformyself,I

havetwopeoplewhoIhavededicatedmylifetoandrightnow

theyareinthatoperatingroomfighting

fortheirlife,Ntombiisfightingforherlifeandourdaughters

life,heisgoingtopaydearlyforthishewill

regreteversettingfootinthiscity,myterritory.Razorcomesto

me

Him‘’drinkwaterGandsitdownplease’’



Me‘’thisisallmyfault,Ishouldhavebeenwithher,butI

decidedtoattendsomestupidmeeting’’

Him‘’Iwillnothaveyoublamingyourselfdoyouhear,you

couldn’thaveknowthiswasgoingtohappen’’

Me‘’Ishouldhavedealtwiththatmotherfucker’’

Him‘’Iwilldealwithhimjustfocusonyoursrightnow’’

Me‘’Ijusthopeshewillbeabletoforgiveme’’

Him‘’shewillneverholdyouresponsibleforthisman’’

Me‘’promisemesomething’’

Him‘’anythingbrother’’

Me‘’makehimwishhewasneverborn’’hesmiles

Him‘’youdon’thavetoasktwice,Ihavealreadymovedthemto

thewarehouse’’

Me‘’ItrustyouRazor’’theDrappearsandpracticallyruntohim

andasecondlaterLungileisnexttome

Me‘’Drhowaretheydoing’’hesighs

Dr‘’thebulletscausedalotofdamage,allthreewenttoher

stomach,shehadlostalotofbloodandthe

babywasindistress,wehadtoperformanemergencyc-

section’’



Me‘’nonoDrshewasonlyclosingher7thmonthin3daysno’’

Dr‘’Iknowsirbutwehadtodeliverorthebabycouldhave

died’’Iclosemyeyes

Lungile‘’howarethey’’

Dr‘’theyarebothcriticalbutstable’’

Me‘’whatthehelldoesthatmean’’Isayshouting

Siza‘’inlayman’stermsitmeansthatthereconditionthatthey

areinisnotpleasantbutatthepresent

timetheyarenotgettingworseeither,inthiscasetheDrcan’t

reallypredictwhatwillhappeninafew

hoursortomorroworafewdays’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’canIseethem’’

Dr‘’themotherisstillbeingmadecomfortableinICU,youcan

seeyourdaughterthoughsir,sheisinthe

neonatalICU’’

Siza‘’Iwillgoshowhim,justpleasegoandassistwiththe

mother’’

Dr‘’thanksDrDlamini’’nearlyforgotthatsheisstudying

medicine,shewalkedmetotheplaceandwe

getin,thenurseshowsuswheremyprincessisandIgothere,



sheisinaglass,shelookstotinywithall

thesetubesandmachinesbeeping,Icouldn’tcontainmytears

Me‘’heyprincess,it’sdaddyhere,youlooksobeautifulmylove,

pleasefightfordaddybaby,Ican’tlose

youbabyplease’’IweepandIfeelSizarubmyshoulder

Siza‘’sheishalfyouandhalfNtombiandthebothofyouareso

strongIknowshewillfightthisandbe

okay,yourbabygirlwillbeokay’’Inodandlookather,mybaby

girl.

SorryfordisappearingthepastweekwasnoteasyIwasan

emotionallywreck,let’sjustsaymyfather’s

passingstillcutsdeepandsometimesIneedaminutetodeal

withit.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER108

RAZOR

IleftthehospitalbecauseIneededtodealwiththosefuckers



forwhattheydid,seeingmybrotherlike

thatwokeupthebeastinme,GisarealGbutthoseman

playedwithhisheart,theyalmosttookaway

theonlytwopeoplethatmadehimhumanagainandforthat

theywillpaydearly,itwasn’teasyleaving

thehospitalbutIhadtobecauseheaskedmetotakecareof

thisandIintendtodojustthat,Iexplained

toSoftthatIneededtogoandshedidn’tdisputeinfactshe

toldmetotakecareofitandkissedme

passionatelyonthelips.Iparkoutsidethewarehousewith

anothercarthatwon’tbelinkedbacktome;

Istartedatmyhousefirsttochangeintosomethingmore

appropriate.Iwalkinandfindthem

restrainedonthechair,thereonethatshotNtombiwaspassed

out

Me‘’goodafternoonmyKing’’Isaysarcasticallybowingdown

King‘’it’sgoodthatyouknowIamaking,sountiemeandlet

megoandIwillpretendlikethisnever

happened’’Ilaughandshakemyhead

Me‘’ohIamsorrymykingbutIcan’tletthathappen,yousee



youcameinourterritoryandtookmy

brotherswomanandyourboyhereshotathernowsheandmy

nieceareinthehospitalfightingfor

theirlives’’

King‘’isNtombiokay?’’Ichangemylookfromcalmtobeast

Me‘’don’tyouevermentionhernamedon’t’’

King‘’whothehellareyou?’’

Me‘’yourworstnightmare,Idon’thavetheluxuryoftouring

youthewholeweekcozIhaveawifetogo

hometoandshelovesmyattentionsowegonnatakecareof

yourealquickmaybewemightstretchit

totheweekdependsonhowfunitistoplaywithyouyeah?’’

King‘’whateverheispayingyouIwilldoubleit’’Ilaugh

Me‘’loyaltyandbrotherhooddoubledhuh’’Ilaugh‘’Ihavea

problemwithrapistssoknowingthatyou

stillhaveadickinfuriatesme,weneedtotakecareofthatnow,

boysgivemesomegasolineandmatch

sticks’’Isayandmyboydisappearstogetmesomefromthe

storage

King‘’whatareyougoingtodowiththoseplease’’heasks



panicking

Me‘’don’tworrywejustgonnahavesomefunplayinggames

andall,andboysmakesureIhaveenough

adrenaline,thesemutherfuckersarenotgoingtopassouton

meno’’theotheronecomesbackandI

otherthemtostrippedall3mannakedandtheydosoinno

time,IuntiedtheonethatshotNtombiand

restrainedhimwithhisarmsinthefront.Iappliedsome

gasolineonhishandsandthenappliedsome

ontheKingsdickandtheotheroneIjustappliedonhisthigh

King‘’sirpleasedon’tdothisplease’’Ilaughandstartwithhim,

Ilightupamatchandthrowittohis

privatesanddothattotheothersalsowhereIappliedthe

gasoline,Itookthefireextinguisherfromthe

wallandwatchedthemastheyscreamandbeggedmetoput

outthefire,youshouldhaveseenhow

thesleepingonewokeupandstartedscreaminglikealittle

bitch,Iputoutthefireonallofthemand

theywereallcrying

Guy1‘’taRazorpleaseIdidn’tknowshewasrelatedtoyou’’

Me‘’ohbutyoudidcozyourfriendherewalkedawaysoonashe



heardhermentionmeandmybrother

andwhatdidyoudoyoucalledusweakandforlyingtomeIwill

dowhatIjustdidonyourmouth’’I

appliedsomegasolinetohismouthandlithimupforjust10

secondsandtrustmetohimitfeltlike

forever,Ikeptonpickingrandompartsontheirbodyand

burnedthem

Me‘’thisishowshebeggedyoutostopmyKingandyoujust

hadtohaveyourwaywithher,thisishow

powerlessshefeltwhenyouviolatedherforyearsonend

tellinghersheisworthless’’

King‘’Iamsorrypleasestop,Ican’ttakeitanymore’’hesaysin

afaintvoice

Me‘’butthefunonlyjustbegan,boysinjectthemwith

adrenalineseemliketheywanttogoofflineon

mehere’’myboysdidasIaskandIcouldseethemcomingback

tolife,theywillfeeleverybitofpainI

inflictonthem

King‘’whatwillittakeforyoutostopthisplease’’

Me‘’atthisratenothing,guyscanIpleasehavetheratsand

sacks’’myboyssmiled.Iinjectedsomerats



withsomedrugsthatmakeitgooutofcontrolwhenitis

restrictedtoanenclosedenvironment,three

ofmyguyseachcamewiththeirratandsackandtheother

threecamewithafiregunthatemitsso

muchheat.Theyputtheratinthesackandcoveredtheking

andhisgoons’headandtieduparopenot

totightlyaroundtheneckssotheydon’tpassoutandtokeep

theratinthesack

Me‘’hitthem’’Igivetheinstructionandtheotherstartthefire

gun,theratsstartedtogocrazyfrom

thedrugsandtheheatthatwasburningthemupandinreturn

itjustbitesandstretchestryingtofind

anescape,Iletitgoonforafull5minutes,theirscreamsare

outofthisworld,theyaretryingbyall

meanstolossestherestrainsandtheyarefailingdismally,I

lookatthecamrecorderanditisstillrolling,

mybrotherwillfeelmuchbetterafterwatchingthis

Guy2‘’pleasemakeitstopGrootmanplease’’Iholdoutmy

handandmyboysstopandremovethe

sacks,damnthoseratsaresavagejeses,Isweartheirfacesare

rearranged



King‘’Ibegyouplease,Ididn’tknowshedidn’twantmeinthat

way,Ihavealwayswantedtomakeher

mywifeplease’’

Me‘’doyouwantmetoburnyourmouthforlyingtome?’’

King‘’nonopleaseno’’

Me‘’youalllooksotiredhey,buttheadrenalinewillnotallow

youpassout,thebeautyofit.somyking

IheardyouwantedtocalltheDrtocometakeoutmyniece

fromhermother’swombbeforehertime’’

King‘’butIdecidedagainstitpleaseIamsorry’’

Me‘’butyoudidthinkaboutitsoitdoesn’treallymatter,soasI

wassaying,mywifeisamedstudent

andshemakesmewatchallthesemedicalseriesandshe

sometimesschoolsmeonthisandthatandI

mustsayIhavealwayswishedtoperformsurgeryonsomeone

andwhobetterthanyou’’

King‘’sirIknowIshouldn’thaveandIknowthisnowpleaselet

megoplease,Ipromisetoneversetfoot

here’’Ishakemyheadvigorously

Me‘’don’tstressitwillbequickandyouwillseeeverythingI

haveinstructedthemtogetmeall



equipmentthemhaveatthehospitalandsoyoudon’tmissout

onanythingIaskedthemtoputafull

lengthmirrorontheceilingsoyougettowatchmeopenyouup

likeyouwantedtoopenupNtombi,it’s

justgoingtobeaminorprocedureremovingyourballsbut

fromtheinsideIjustprayIdon’tgetcarried

awayandshit,soIwillseeyoutomorrow,boyspleasegohang

ourKindupwithhislegthankyou.and

you,youwerereadytoletthismonstertakeheragainandgo

rapeheronceagainwithnocareinthe

world,Imeandon’tyouhavesisters,youmakememadman,so

thatyoucanfeelherpainand

sympathizewithherIgotyou5ofmyfriendswhoarecurrently

lockedupbutImanagedtopay

somethingtohavethemherewithusforafewhours,they

haven’thadsexinsuchalongtimeIfigured

whobetterthanthem,maybenowyouwillunderstandwhyshe

beggedyoutolethergo’’

Guy1‘’bozzayamipleaseyohntatemodimokechunneng’’I

lookattheonewhopulledthetrigger

Me‘’wenasanyoujusttakeallthebreathinmylungs,boysjust



doasmashandburnonhimbutmake

surehedoesn’tdie,wearegoingtotakeaquickdrivetothat

lionfarmsotheycanfeastonhim’’

Max‘’fuckImissedyouinactionbossyoh’’Ishakemyhead,I

didn’twanttocomebacktothislifebut

eish,theytooktheKingawayanduntiedtheotherguyand

gavehimtomyprisonguyssotheycanfeast

onhim.Twoofmyboyswenttothebarandbroughtback

bottlesofwhiskywiththemandstarted

hittinghimwiththem,thebottledbreakingandthecontentsall

overhim

Me‘’cigarplease’’theyhandedittomeandItookafewpuffs

andthrewittohimandthewhisky

instantlycaughtfireandhewasburning,thesmellofhuman

fleshstillmakesmewannapuke

Me‘’justfor5minutesandtheninjecthimwithmoreadrenaline

andthenloadhimup’’

GADAFI

IamstillatthehospitalandIamwithLungileandSiza,my



brotherhadtogoandtakecareofthattrash

andIwillsleepbetterknowingthattheyarepayingforallof

this,yesitwon’tchangeanythingbutitwill

makemefeelalotbetter.Shelookssopeacefulbutsheisso

paleandseeingherwithallthesetubesis

disturbingIwon’tlie,Iamfreakingout,Iamscaredofloosing

Ntombi,Ijustfoundmypurposeandit

can’tbetakenawayfrommejustlikethat,IneverthoughtI

wouldlovebutIdidandbeingafatherwas

outofthepicturebuthereIamafathertothemostbeautiful

andperfectbabygirlmyprincess,Ntombi

broughtjoytomylifeandifIloseherIamafraidofthemanI

willbecome.Ahandonmyshoulder

bringsmebackfrommytrainofthoughts,Ilookupandits

Lungile

Her‘’sheisgoingtobeokay,wejustneedtopray’’

Me‘’Ican’tlosehernotlikethis’’

Siza‘’sheisafighter,shewillcomebacktoyou,theybothwill’’

Me‘’Ineedtocheckonmydaughterforupdates’’



Siza‘’Ijustcamebackfromher,sheisstillthesame,butdon’t

losehope’’IfakeasmilecozIamdying

inside

Her‘’wewanttogogetsomethingfromthecafeteria,would

youlikesomething?’’

Me‘’nothanksIamfine’’

Siza‘’wewillgethimacupofcoffeemama’’Ichuckle

Me‘’okaycoffeewilldothanks’’theysmileatmeandwalkout,

leavingmewithnothingbutthebeeping

machines,Itakeherhandintomineandkissit

Me‘’babyyouhavetocomebacktome,ourdaughterneedsus,

Iknowsheisalsonotokaybutifyou

wakeupmaybeshewillfeelmommyandalsowanttofight

please’’Isaycrying‘’Ntombiyoucan’tleave

meaftercomingintomylifeandmakingmeexperienceallthis

loveandendlesspossibilities,youarea

hugepartofmeandIfeeldeadwatchingyousolifeless,baby

pleaseIbegyoudon’tleavemeplease’’I

hearsomeonecleartheirthroatandIquicklywipemytears

Dr‘’sorrytodisturbjustcametocheckhervitalsandadminister

someinjectionsinherdrip’’



Me‘’it’sokayDryoucangoon’’henodsandgetsonwithhis

job

Dr‘’it’sgoodthatyouaretalkingtoher,webelievethatthey

canhereyouandforaslongastheyare

connectedtothissideoftheworldwethinkitgivesthemthe

fueltofightthecoma’’Inod

Me‘’inyourexperienceasaDrhavepeoplecomebackfrom

this?’’hesighs

Dr‘’Iwillbehonestwithyou,Ihaveseenpeoplegetbackfrom

worseandwe’velostpeoplefromsimple

things,whatIamtryingtosayiseverypatientisdifferent,we

areDrs’butwestillwonderhowthe

sciencedifferswhenitisperformedthesameeachtime’’

Me‘’Ihearyou’’

Dr‘’butdonotgiveuphope,iamaDrascientistbutinorderto

notlosemymindIalsobelieveina

higherbeing,Ithinkyoushouldtoo’’

Me‘’youmeanlikeGod’’

Dr‘’itcanbeGodyes’’

Me‘’Idon’tevenknowhowtopray’’



Dr‘’thereisafirsttimeforeverythingsir’’

Me‘’thankyouDr’’hesmiles

Dr‘’pleasure,Ineedtocheckonmyotherpatients’’

Me‘’sureletmenotkeepyou’’hesmilesandtakeshisthings

andwalksout

MBUSO

WhenIcheckedmyselfinalmost2yearsago,Iwasamess,I

wassuicidal,mylifehadjustturnedupside

downthattheonlythingIcouldcontrolandIwasgoodatwas

myjob,Ineverthoughtthattheloveof

mylifewouldplaymethewayshedidanditstillstingsabitbut

IamokaynowIhavedealtwithmy

pain,withthebetrayalandtodayIfaceitall,Ihavealways

wonderedhowtodaywouldplayoutbutI

guessIamabouttofindout.Iamparkedoutsidemyhouseand

Iseehercarinthedriveway,thisplace

hasn’tchangedonebitandsohastheneighborhood,everyone

islockedupintheirfortressesminding



theirownbusiness,Iwasabouttogetoutofthecarwhenshe

getsoutofthedoorwithoursonmxmI

meanBandile,manhehasgrownupsomuch,heisturning13

thisyear.Theybothgotohercarandshe

opensthebootandtheyretrievesomegroceriesandgoback

inside.IattempttodrivebutIremember

whythefirstfivethingsareimportantandIdidsaymyfirst

thingwastoshowfacesothattheyknow

thatIamstillalive,IwastheirfatherafterallIowethemthat

much,Igetoutofmycarandgotothe

gate,IwanttoringtheintercombutIdecidetotrythepinand

tomysurpriseithasn’tchangedonebit.

Iwalkinslowlyapartofmewantstogobackbutsomething

keepsonpushingmeforward.Ifinallyget

tothedoorandittakeseverythinginmetopressthedoorbell

andsecondslaterBandileopensandhedropstheyoghourtin

hishand

Him‘’baba?’’

Me‘’ntwanayam’’Isayanddropatearandsodoeshe,without

warmingheattacksmewithahugandI



justfoldmyarmsaroundhimandtighten,hecriesandIcan’t

holdbackminetoo

Him‘’wherehaveyoubeendaddywhydidyouleaveus’’heasks

Me‘’Iwenttogethelpntwanayam’’

Him‘’whydidn’tyoutakeuswithyou’’

Me‘’IneededtobebetterBandileIdidn’tleavebecauseI

wantedtoIleftbecauseIneededto’’

Refiloe’svoiceechoesfromthehall

Her‘’Bandilewhoisatthedoor’’sheasksandthenappearsher

eyeslandingonme,theshockonherface

Her‘’MBUSO’’

Me‘’Refiloe’’

Her‘’ohmyGodbabywherehaveyoubeen’’shetriestocome

tomebutIholdoutmyhandandshe

stopsinhertracks

Me‘’boyboy,whereisyoursister?’’

Him‘’shewenttoNatalie’shouse’’Ismile

Me‘’pleasegogetherforme’’henods

Him‘’okayIwillberightback’’hewalksoutandIamleftalone

withthismonsterIusedtolovewith



everything

Her‘’youlooksodifferentbaby,wherehaveyoubeenMbusowe

havebeenworriedsickaboutyou’’

Me‘’IamdifferentRefiloe,youdidn’thaveanybusiness

concerningyourselfwithme’’

Her‘’ofcourseIdo,Iamyourwife’’Ilaugh

Me‘’unesbindintombazane(youhavetheaudacitygirl)after

allyoudidyoustillcallyourselfmywife’’

shewasabouttosaysomethingwhenalittlegirlaboutayear

oldappeared,andIjustchuckle

Her‘’IcanexplainMbuso’’

Me‘’yougavehimanotherchildRefiloe’’Ihalfshoutbutquickly

composemyself

Her‘’Iswearit’snotwhatitlookslikeIswearmylove’’shesays

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER109

VUSI

Myfathercalledagain2daysagotoletmenowthatmymother



isonhersickbedandshereallywants

toseeme,apparentlyIamallsheasksof,Idon’tknowwhatshe

couldpossiblywantfromme,ImeanI

amnotsurehowIfeelaboutmymotherbecauseofhowshe

treatedmydaughterandhermother,I

meansheisthereasonwhymydaughterbledintoherbrainand

died,ifshehadlovedandtookcareof

Phephemaybeshewouldstillbealive,Idon’tthinkIcanever

forgiveher,yessheismymotherbutshe

istootoxicformetohaveinmylife,ontheothersideIdon’t

knowhowIamgoingtofacemydadafter

IdisappointedsomuchImeanhetriedtoshowmetheright

pathbutIdisregardedhimandIwill

foreverregretthat.ittookalotformetodecidetocomehere,I

amparkedoutsideandUrielisholding

ontomyhandtryingtoreassuremethatImadetheright

decisioncominghere

Her‘’comebabylet’sgoinplease’’Isighdeeply

Me‘’okayIcandothis’’

Her‘’yesyoucanmylove’’Ikissherknucklesandgetoutofthe



car,andgoaroundtoopenherdoor

Me‘’thankyoufordoingthiswithmebaby’’

Her‘’partnersremember’’Ismileandwewalktothedoorand

knock,myfathercomesasecondlaterto

openandhestandstherelookingatmethenUrielandshakes

hishead

Him‘’Vusi’’hesayscoolly

Me‘’baba,unjani’’

Him‘’asexpected,comein’’

Me‘’babathisisUriel,babethisismyfather’’

Her‘’goodmorningsirit’snicetomeetyou’’

Him‘’welcome’’hesayswithoutevenlookingatherandIgive

mybabyagivehimsometimelook

Me‘’ukuphiuDali’’

Him‘’inthebedroomshehadjustaskedofyou’’Inodandwe

walktothebedroomandshelooks

horrible,likeashadowofherself,lostsomuchweightthereis

onlyboneleft,IneverthoughtIwould

seethehighandmightyDaliinthiscondition,shecoughsand

herbreathingisnottoogood



Him‘’Dali,Vusiishere’’sheslowlyturnsherheadandseesme,

followedbytears

Dali‘’ohmyson,youcame’’shecries

Me‘’yesIcame’’

Dali‘’sonIamverysick,Iampayingforallmyevildoings,

Siphepheloisevenhaunting’’Ifeltmyselfboil

Me‘’don’tma,don’tyouevermentionmydaughter,sheisnot

hauntingyou,mybabyisrestingin

peacesolether,neveragainmentionhersiyezwana?’’

Dali‘’IamsorryforwhatIdidtoherVusi,whatisdidtoyou,I

havealwaysmisleadyou,Iwasnevera

goodmothertoyouandyoursiblingsthat’swhynoneofthem

arehere,Iamreallysorrymntanami’’

Me‘’andyouonlyrealizethiscozyouareonyourdeathbed?’’

Him‘’Vusiyouwillnottalktoyourmotherlikethat’’

Me‘’ohsoyouareonhersidenowbaba’’Iaskfurious

Dali‘’Idon’twantyoutofightIjustwantedtoapologies,and

pleaseVusiallowmetoaskahugefavor

fromyou’’Ichuckle

Me‘’Iknewit,youcalledmeheretoaskforfavors,let’shearit



ma,whatdoyouwant’’

Dali‘’IneedtoseeSizakele,pleaseaskhertocomeandseeme

pleaseIbegyou’’Ilaugh,wowjustwow,

Ican’tlistentothiswomanIneedsomeair,soIjustwalkout

leavingthemintherewithherasshecallsafterme.

MBUSO

Iamstandingacrossthiswomanwonderinghowshebecameso

evilandwhyshedidmesobad,Iloved

herbeyondeverything,IsacrificedmydreamssothatIdon’t

leaveher,Ilovedandtookcareofher

morethatIdidmeandthatwasstillnotenoughtostopher

fromsleepwithmybrotherandgivinghim

kidsandlietome,letmeraisethemandlovethemwhileshe

andMphathilaughbehindmybackand

continuewiththeirrelationship,evenwhenIdisappearedthey

didn’tcaretheywentonabouttheir

livesevenhavinganotherchild,ithurtsIwon’tlie,thislittlegirl

islookingstraightinmyeyesandIcan’t

helpbutstareback,Ifeeldrawntoher,sheisconsumingme.



Thedooropensinthemidstofthethick

tensioninroom,IlookbackandBandileisbackwithSamkelo.

Thelookonherfaceishorrific

Me‘’heyprincess’’Godshehasagedsomuch,sheturns16this

year

Sam‘’Mbuso,whatdoyouwant?’’IlookatRefiloeandshelooks

down

Me‘’Icametoseeyouguys’’shelaughs

Sam‘’afterdisappearingit’sonlynowyoucomeback’’

Me‘’Ihavebeeninaretreatmentcentergettinghelpbabygirl’’

Sam‘’youdidn’tevencaretocalltoletusknow’’Isigh

Refiloe‘’canweallgositplease’’wefollowhertothelounge

Me‘’likeIsaidtoBandile,alothappened,Ididn’tleavebecauseI

wantedtoIleftbecauseIneedto,I

waslosingmyself,andIdidn’twantthattoxicitynearyoukids’’

Bandile‘’whatdoyoumeanbaba’’

Me‘’Iamsureyourmothermusthaveexplainedafewthingsto

you’’theylookatmedumbfounded

Sam‘’whatthings’’shesayswithattitudeandIlookatRefiloe



Me‘’youdidn’ttellthemwhyIleft,whyIwasgoingcrazy,why

ourfamilyfellapart?’’

Refiloe‘’babepleasedon’tdothisplease’’Ichuckle

Me‘’wowRefiloe,youhidthetruthfromthem,theydeserveto

knowthetruth’’

Bandile‘’mamawhat’sgoingonhere,whattruth’’

Refiloe‘’nothingthatconcernsyoubabyit’sbetweenmeand

yourfather’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamnotlyingforyou,partofmyhealingdependson

everyoneknowingthetruthandfacingitso

youaregoingtotellthemrightnow’’

Refiloe‘’pleasedon’tmakemedothispleaseMbuso’’shecries

Sam‘’daddyjusttelluswhat’sgoingonplease,mama?’’Icry

andlookattheirmothershewon’ttalksoI

shouldjusttellthetruth,theydeservetoknow

Me‘’IjustwantyoutwotoknowthatIwillalwaysloveyouokay

andIwillalwaysbehereforyouwhen

youneedme,butthetruthisIamnotyourfatherbutyour

uncle,mybrotherMphathiisyourfather,

yourmotherhadanaffairwithhimwhichresultedwiththe3of

you,IlostmymindthatIneededtogo



awayandtohealmyselfIwaswaytoobrokentostickaround’’

Bandile‘’mamaisthattrue’’hesayscryingbutRefiloekeeps

silent

Sam‘’ishetellingthetruthma?’’sheshouts

Refiloe‘’Iamsososorry,Imadeamistakepleaseforgiveme

please’’

Sam‘’what,mamahowcouldyou’’shesaysrunningupstairs

andBandilefollowshissister

Refiloe‘’areyouhappynowthatyouhaveruinedme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youaresickintheheadwena’’IsaystandinguptoleaveI

needtogetoutofhere

Refiloe‘’IapologizedMbusoandImeantit’’

Me‘’yetyouwentaheadtogivehimanotherchild’’

Refiloe‘’ThandolwethuisnotMphathi’schilsMbuso,sheis

yours,Iwasalreadypregnantwhenyouleft,

Isweartoyou’’shesaysandIjuststandtherefull10minutes

notknowingwhattosaytothissnake

Me‘’ifthat’sthecaseyouwouldn’tminddoingaDNAtest’’Isay

thenwalkout



3DAYSLATER

NTOMBI

IhavebeenwalkingandwalingwithoutgettingtiredandImust

saythisplacehassomesortofserenity,

Iamatpeace,Ifeelnopain,allthehurtIhaveeverbeen

throughseemtohavehealed,whereisthis

place,IthinkIwanttostayhereforever,theworldisacruel

place,everyoneseemstohavetheirown

agendaandtheydon’tcareiftheyhurtotherstogetwhatthey

want.Iwanttobeherenow,Ihave

beenthroughsomuchinmylifeIdeservesomepeaceand

maybethisismypeace,Ikeeponwalkingtill

IgettoabenchandIdecidetosit,infrontofmeisariverof

clearwaterIlookupandtheskyisclear

blue,Ican’texplaintheairintheatmosphere,themoreIinhale

themoreIwant.Avoicestartlesme,Ilookbackandit’smy

parents

Ma‘’mamgobozi’’



Me‘’mamaisthatyou’’Isaywithtearsinmyeyes

Baba‘’it’susNtombiyami’’Igetoffthebenchandruntothem

andtheybringmeintotheirwarm

embrace,Ihaveneverdreamtofmyparentseversincethey

diedandseeingthemheremakes

everythingokay

Me‘’Ihavemissedyousomuch’’

Ma‘’IknowmyloveIknow’’

Me‘’howdidyouguysgethere’’Iaskandmyfatherkissesmy

forehead

Baba‘’weliveherebaby’’

Me‘’thatmeanswecanbetogethernowright?’’

Ma‘’listenbabygirl,youarenotsupposetobehere,youneed

togoback’’

Me‘’noIwanttostaymama,theworldhasn’tbeeneasyonme’’

Icry

Ma‘’weknowbabybutnowthelordhaswipedyourtears,you

needtogobacktoyourdaughterand

herfather,theyneedyouNtombikayise’’Icry

Me‘’Ineedyou’’



Baba‘’wewillalwayswatchoveryou,Ipromise’’

Ma‘’rememberhowlifewasunfairtoyouwithoutamother

don’tletthatlittlegirlgothroughthesame

thingpleasebaby’’

Me‘’allIeverwantedwastobewithyouguysagain’’

Baba‘’wewillalwaysbewithyou,carryusinhere’’hesays

pointingtomyheart

Me‘’Iloveyousomuch’’

Ma‘’weloveyoutooandweareveryproudofyou’’

Baba‘’andweareproudofyouNtonto’’Ismileandtheyboth

wipemytears

Ma‘’nowgobackbeforeit’stoolate’’

Me‘’buthowdoIgoback,Idon’tknowhowIgothere’’

Baba‘’findthewilltogobackinyourheart’’

Ma‘’fighttogobackbabytheyneedyou’’

Me‘’butwecouldbehappyheretogethermama’’

Baba‘’thinkaboutthehappinessyourdaughterwillbringto

you’’Istartimagininghersuckingmy

breastsfordearlifeandhertinyhandholdingontomyfinger,I

rememberthekickswhenherfather



spoketoherandhowhisvoicecalmedherdown,Iremember

theloveandhappinessIhavefeltsinceI

metTebogoandhowhappyhesaysImakehim

Me‘’Ican’tbeheremamathiswillbreakTebogo,Ineedtoleave

mydaughterandherfatherneedme

mamaIloveyoubutIneedtogo’’

Baba‘’takethatwayandrunNtombirun,yourlifedependson

it’’IranlikeIhaveneverrunbefore,my

daughterandherfatherbeingtheforcepushingmetorun

forward

GADAFI

Iamwokenupbysoundsandmovement;Imovemyheadfrom

herbedsinceIwassleepingonachair

withmyheadonthebedandlookather,it’slikesheischoking

fromthetubeinhermouth,fear

consumesmeIamstuckonthischairIcan’tseemtomovean

inch,asecondlateraDrandanurseburst

inherroomandaskmetomoveandexcusethembutIcan’tit’s

likeIamgluedtothischair,tears



streamdownmyface,sheisleavingme,thepaincutsdeepso

deepIamnumb.Thenursemanagesto

escortmeoutoftheroomandclosesthedoorIamjust

standingoutsidenotfeelinganythingbutpain,

afterwhatseemslikeforeverthedooropensandthenurse

comesoutandrushestowheretheykeep

medicalsupplies,shecomesbackandgetsinwithoutsaying

anythingtome,Iamtoonumbtoaskwhat

isgoingonbecauseIamscaredIwon’tlikewhatshewillsay.I

decidetogoseemydaughtermaybeshe

willmakemefeelbetter,Igetinsitnexttoherincubatorand

holdherhand

Nurse‘’sheisgettingstronger,sheeveneatsalotnow’’Ismile

Me‘’Icanfeelhergriponmyfinger’’

Nurse‘’sheisalittlefighterthisone’’

Me‘’Ithinkhermotherjustpassedon,Idon’tknowwhatIam

goingtodo,Ihaveneverfeltsomuch

paininmylife,Ican’tdothislifethingwithNtombi,weneed

her’’Icryoutloud

Nurse‘’Iamsosorrysir’’



Me‘’IhaveneverlovedanyonethewayIlovethatwoman,I

meanlookatthegiftshegaveme,aman

likeme,shegavemehope,sheloved’’

Nurse‘’allwillbeokay’’shesaysandIwishthatweretruth

nothingwillbeokaywithouther.Thephone

ringsandshegoestopickup

Nurse‘’neonatalICU…yesDrheisinhere…reallyIwilllethim

know…bye’’Ilookatherandshehasthis

smileonherface

Nurse‘’yourwifeisaskingforyou,shewasmovedtothe

recoverywing,on4thfloor,youwillaskatthe

receptionwhichroomsheisin.itdidn’twaitforhertorepeat

herself,Ijustranoutofthereandwentto

theliftpressing4somanytimes,afewsecondslaterIamon

thefloorandluckilyIspottheDrcoming

outofoneoftherooms

Dr‘’sheisawakeandsheisaskingforyou’’Inodathimandget

in,thenurseishelpingherdrinkwater

withastraw,Istandbythedoorwithtearsstreamingdownmy

face,IthoughtIlostherbutheresheis,

theyfinishandshelooksmydirectionandsmiles



Her‘’arejustgoingtostandthere’’shesaysandImakemyway

toherandputmyheadonherlapand

justcryitout

Me‘’Ithoughtyouleftmeandprincess’’

Her‘’shhhhIamsosorrymylove,Iamokaynow,Iamhereand

Iloveyou’’

Me‘’IloveyousomuchNtombiandthisexperienceshowedme

howmuchIdon’twanttoleavewithout

youbaby’’

Her‘’IneverthoughtIwilllivetoseethedayyoucrylikethis’’I

laugh

Me‘’Iwasscaredbaby’’

Her‘’IamherenowandIamnotgoinganywhere’’

Me‘’thismightnotbetherightbutIjustcan’tholdback

anymore,lifeisshortandanythingcanhappen

atanymoment,Idon’twanttolivemylifewithoutcallingyou

mywifesopleasebabymarrymeplease’’

ItakeoutthediamondringIhavebeenkeepingwithmefor

weeksnow

Her‘’doyougoaroundhospitalscarryingsuchbeautifulrings’’

shesayswithtearsflowingdownher



cheeks

Me‘’whentheloveofmylifeisinthisplaceyes,pleasemarry

me’’

Her‘’Iwantnothingmorethantobeyourwifebaby,ofcourseI

willmarryyou’’shesaysandIslidthe

ringonherfingerandcupherfacekissinghersopassionately

Me‘’thankyoubaby,Iwilllivemylifemakingsurethatyouand

ourdaughterarehappyandlovedthe

wayyoudeserveto

Her‘’howisshedoing?’’

Me‘’sheisstronglikemommy,theyjustgoingtokeepherin

theincubatortillsheisabitbiggerbutthe

doctorsarehappywithherprogress’’sheletsoutatear

Her‘’weareparentsbaby’’

Me‘’tothemostperfectbabygirlintheworld’’shelaughs

Her‘’thankyousomuchTebo’’

Me‘’nobabythankyoufromthebottomofmyheartIloveyou

dearly’’Ikissheronceagainandshe

looksatherring

Her‘’youaresonotromanticyazi’’Ilaugh



Me‘’Icouldn’tdelayitanymorebabe’’

Her‘’Iamgladyoudidn’t,Idon’tcarewhereandhowyou

proposeIjustwanttobeyourwife’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’

Her‘’canyouasktheDrifIcangoseeher?’’

Me‘’okayletmegodothat’’

Her‘’haveyounamedher?’’

Me‘’Iwantedyoutobeawakeforthat’’shesmilesandIwalk

outtgofindtheDr.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER110

URIEL

IknowthatVusihasn’thealedcompletelyfromthepainof

losinghisdaughter,andItotallyunderstand

thatwegrieveindifferentwaysandthat’sokay,butwhathe

shouldn’tdoisshiftalltheblametohis

motheroranyotherperson,asmuchasthisisabitterpillto

swallowheisalsotoblameandIamnot



sayingthisbecauseIamjudginghimnoIlovethatmanandI

amgoingtostandbyhimthroughitalland

thatmeansIhavetobeabletobehonestwithhimwithout

feelingguiltyorholdinganythingback,he

saidhewantedalifepartnerandIthinkoneofthosehastotell

youeventhetruthsyoudon’twantto

hear.IlookatVusi’smotherandsheisinbadconditions,she

needsmedicalattentionandfast,Mr.

Khumaloisjuststandingnexttome,itanawkwardmoment

really

Me‘’Iwillgotryandtalktohim’’

Him‘’okay‘’hesaysandIexitthebedroomgoingoutsideIspot

himsittingoutsideanabundanthut

withsomethinglikeateddybearinhishand

Me‘’heybaby’’Isaybrushinghisback

Him‘’hey’’hesayswithouttakinghiseyesoffthebear

Me‘’thatiscute’’Isayanditisthetruththingisitissodirty

Him‘’IboughtthisforherthelasttimeIwashomefor

Christmasandapparentlymymothertookitsoon



asIleftandgaveittooneofmybrotherschildren’’hesaysand

hisvoiceislacedwithsomuchpain

Me‘’Iamsosorrytohearthatbaby’’

Him‘’mymotherhurtmebabebutshehashurtSizamorethan

youcaneverimagine,andnowshewant

hertocomesothatshecanapologizeanddieinpeace’’hesays

andIsigh

Me‘’ifit’ssomethingIknowaboutSizakeleisthatsheisthe

mostselflesspersonever’’

Him‘’youdon’tunderstandbabe,Siphephelowashereverything

toher’’hesaysandwipesatear

Me‘’canIbeblunt’’

Him‘’ifyouneedtomybabe’’

Me‘’honestlyVusi,yourmotherisnottheonlyonetobe

blamedforyourdaughterspassing,youare

alsotoblame,yourexMercyisalsotoblame,butrightnowyou

areshiftingallthisblametoyour

mothersothatyoucanfeelbetterandthat’snotright’’helooks

atmewithtearsinhiseyes

Him‘’Urielbaby’’Iholdoutmyhandtostophimfromtalking

Me‘’babelisten,youletyourmothermanipulateyou,you



decidedtoletMercytogoandchangewhile

yourdaughterneededyou,youaretheonewhodecidedtostay

awayandleaveyourdaughterandher

motherheretosufferInthehandsofyourmother,youbabe

andnoonehadaguntoyourhead,Iam

notjudgingyouIamjusttellingyouthetruth’’Isayandhejust

weeps

Him‘’ifIcouldjustturnbackthehandsoftime’’

Me‘’butyoucan’tbabe,youneedtoforgiveyourmotherbaby,

andmostimportantlyyouneedto

forgiveyourself,allthisblameshiftingandangerwon’tbring

herbackatall’’

Him‘’IfailedherbabeIfailedSizaand…’’

Me‘’ssshhhhbaby.Forgivemylovejustforgiveherplease’’

Him‘’howdoIdothat’’

Me‘’thesamewaySizadidwhensheforgaveyou’’Isayandthe

issilenceforawhile

Him‘’youarethebestbabe,thanks.Iloveyou’’

Me‘’IknowandIloveyoutoo’’

Him‘’letmejustgoandtalktoher’’



Me‘’Iwillberightherewhenyouaredone’’Isayandhepecks

mylipsandgotothehouse,Isighin

reliefatleastImanagedtogetthroughtohim

NTOMBI

Thedoctorgaveusthepermission,soTebogoandpushingmy

wheelchairtotheneonatalICUwhere

ourbabygirlis,wegetintheandthenurseintheisjustso

friendly,thesearethetypeofpeoplewho

shouldbenurses;theirsmilesarewarmandtheirvoices

reassuring.Westopinfrontofacotandwith

onelookmyheartmeltsandIfeelalltheloveintheworld,I

can’tcontainmytears,sheissotinyand

yetsobeautiful,sheisthemostperfectsightIhaveeverseen,I

can’tbelievesheisours.Mytearsfall,I

justwanttoholdherandkisshertinylips,tellherhowmuch

mommylovesher.IlookatTeboandthe

lookonhisface,heislookingathisdaughterwithtotal

admiration.



Him‘’sheisperfectisn’tshe?’’

Me‘’sheisthemostperfectsightIhaveeverseenbaby’’he

comesdownandkissesme

Him‘’sheisallmeandyoubaby’’

Me‘’aminime’’Isaysmilingandhewipesmytears

Him‘’Iamsohappyyoumether’’

Me‘’canIholdher?’’Iaskthenurse

Her‘’yesyoucan,Iamsuresheisdyingtobeinmommy’sarms

cozdaddyhasbeenafraidofholding

her’’Ilaugh

Me‘’isit?’’Iasklookingathim

Him‘’sheissotinyIwasafraidIamgoingtobreakher’’hesays

inhisowndefenseandthenursehands

memybaby

Me‘’Ican’tbelieveshesurvivedallthreebullets’’Isaylookingat

thislittlegirlwhohasstolenmyheart

Him‘’sheisourmiraclebabysheisatreasureGodgaveus’’I

smileathim

Me‘’sheneedsanameyouknow’’

Him‘’Ijustnameherbabe.HernameisLetlotlo(treasure)



Kgakgamatso(Miracle)Phoolo’’

Me‘’whatdotheymeanbabe’’heexplainsandIamsatisfied

withthenames

Me‘’LetlotloKgakgamatsoPhoolo,Iloveitbabe’’Isayandhe

smiles

Him‘’Iamhappytohearthatbabe’’

Me‘’babecouldyoupleasecallmam’Lungileandinformthem’’

Him‘’right,Itotallyforgot,Iwillgettoitnow’’hesaystaking

outhisphoneandmakingthatphonecall

Nurse‘’justlookatthat’’shesayslookingatthemonitor

Me‘’what?’’Iaskconfused

Nurse‘’thekangaroomothercareiscriticaltobaby

development’’

Me‘’someholdingherlikethisishelpingher’’

Nurse‘’yesitis,itworksbetterifitsskinonskin’’

Me‘’helpmeholdhersoIcanremovethisgown’’isaynot

thinkingtwiceIwilldoanythingtohelpmy

babybebaby,Iremovemygownandmypajamatopleavingme

bare,withmybreastsexposed

Nurse‘’ohremindmetogiveyoubreastspads’’



Me‘’willdothanks,won’totherparentsbeoffendedbyme

exposingbreasts’’

Nurse‘’theyhardlycomeinherebutwhensomeonecomesIwill

giveyousomethingtocover’’shesays

givingmemydaughterandIplaceheronmychest

Me‘’thankyou’’shesmiles

Nurse‘’justlookatthat,hervitalsignsareimprovingmore’’

Me‘’socanIdothisthewholeday’’

Nurse‘’Iwishbutyoualsoneedtorest,butyourhusbandcan

doit’’

Me‘’Iwilltalktohim’’hewalksin

Him‘’nudityinthehospitalbaby,whyareyoudisplayingmy

food’’thenurseandIlaugh

Me‘’calmdownyoumeanyourdaughter’sfoodandtheskinon

skinhelpsLetlotlo’’Isayandhesighs

MBUSO

It’saSundayandIamhopingthatmymotherstillinsistson

havingherchildrenoverforlunch,my



brotherandIgrewupwithtwoparentsinawarmlovinghome,

shewasanurseandshetookcareofus

andtriedbyallmeanstogiveuseverythingwewanteduntilmy

fatherleftuswhenIwasjust18togo

bewithhismistress,hewaspolicecaptainandwhenhedieda

yearlatermymotherinherited

everythinghehad.Hismoneymanagedtosendmetouniversity,

mybrotheris4yearsolderthanme

andhehadalreadystartedhiscompanyfromwhenhewas18

anditwasdoingwell.Hemanagedto

upgrademymotherfromthetownshiptothesuburbshehas

beenthefavoriteeversince,Ihavemade

anameformyselfintheindustryIworkin,wedon’thavemany

chartedaccountantsinthecountryand

IamprettygoodatwhatIdo.Thenthereismybabysisterthe

appleofmyeye,Ilovehersomuch.Iam

just3yearsolderthanher,sheisagoodpianist,shetravelsall

overtheworldperformingfortherich

andhighclassmusicalconcertsandIhopesheisaround

becauseImisshersomuch.Iamparked

outsidemymother’shouseandIseetwocarsinthedriveway.I



opentheplasticthathasmypersonal

belongingsandretrievekeystomymother’shouse,ithasthe

remotetoopenthegate,Ipressanddrive

in,parkingbehindanexpensiveRolyceRoyceandIimmediately

knowitbelongstoMphathi.Igetoutof

mycarafterwhatseemlikeforeverandwalkinwithout

knocking,Ihearlaughtereruptingfromthe

diningroomandIfollowitthere.It’smymother,mybrother

andsomewomansittingnexttohim

lookingallcozyandthereismybabygirlmybabysister,Nandi

lookingasbeautifulasever.Thefirst

persontoseemeisMphathiandthelookonhisface;heislooks

likehehasseenaghost

Me‘’wellwellwellsanibonanifamily’’Isayandtheyallturn

Nandi‘’Bhut’Mbuso?’’

Me‘’heynana’’shedoesn’tholdbackshecomesrunningtome

andIfoldherintomyarms

Nandi‘’ohmyGoditisreallyyouBhutwam,Ihavemissedyou

somuch,wherehaveyoubeen’’

Me‘’someretreatmentcentergettinghelp’’



Nandi‘’whathelpbhuti,youjustupandleftnoexplanationno

phonecallnothing’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youandRefiloedidn’ttellthem?’’Isaylookingatmy

brotherandheremainssilent

Ma‘’Mbusomtanami’’shesayscomingtomewithtears

streamingdownherface

Me‘’mama’’Isayandshepullsmetohersqueezingme

Ma‘’youarealive,Iwasafraidthatsomethinghadhappenedto

you’’

Me‘’Iamokaymama,Iamfinenow’’

Ma‘’thankyouJesusforbringingmysonbacktome’’

Nandi‘’comesitandhaveaplate,youhavetotellmewhyyou

disappearedleavinguswithbroken

hearts’’shesaysdraggingmetothetable

Ma‘’Iwilldishupforyouboy’’

Nandi‘’haveyoubeentoseesis’Refandthekids,shewasso

worriedandIhaveneverseenherlike

that’’IlaughandlookatMphathiwholooksguiltyashell

Me‘’yeahIhavebeentoseethem’’

Nandi‘’thenwhydidn’tyoucomewiththem’’



Me‘’askMphathiwhy’’shenarrowshereyes

Mphathi‘’mamameandmyfiancéneedtoleaveshehastobe

somewhere’’

Me‘’IjustgothomebrotherandIamsurethatyourfiancé

wouldliketomeetyourprodigalbrother’’

Lady‘’Iwouldlovetoyes,Ihaveheardsomuchaboutyou,it’s

goodtoseeyoubackandhealthy’’

Nandi‘’soyousaidyouwenttogethelp,whathelp’’mysister

goesbacktotheinterrogation

Ma‘’Nandistoppesteringyourbrotherwithquestionshejust

gothome’’shesaysannoyedandIknew

thereandthen.Sheknewaboutthechildrenallalongshewas

protectingthem.Istandupfuriousashell

Me‘’mamayouknewaboutwhatMphathiandRefiloedid?’’she

stopsdishingformeandjustcries

THANDIWE

ThisplaceisboringwithoutMbuso,hemademydayshere

bearable,Ijustwonderhowheiscoping

outsideintherealworld.Ijusthopehewon’trelapsewhenhe



faceshisdemons.IlookattheR100note

withhiscellphonenumberandsmile,Iamabouttogointomy

therapysessionfortoday,Ineedtoask

theDrwhysheisnotdischargingmecozIhavedoneeverything

Ineededtodo,ImissmychildrenandI

don’twanttobeawayfromthemanylonger,theymightstart

questioningmyloveforthem.Iknockand

sheyellscomeinfromtheinside,Igetinandclosethedoorand

makemywaytothecouchbythe

windowfacingthisbreathtakingview.

Her‘’Thandiwe,welcome’’

Me‘’heyDr’’

Her‘’howareyoufeelingtoday’’

Me‘’IamconfusedDr’’

Her‘’talktome,Iamhereforthatremember’’

Me‘’Ijustwanttoknowwhyyouhaven’tdischargedmeyet’’

Her‘’becauseIfeelyouhaven’thealedcompletelyandyouhave

somedemonsyoudon’twanttodeal

with’’Ilaugh



Me‘’IhaveopenedupmyhearttoyoumorethanIhave

anybody’’

Her‘’butyouhavereservedonethingjustoneThandiwe’’

Me‘’thentellmewhatitis’’Isaycrying

Her‘’yoursisterSizakele,yoursavior,theonewhonoticedthat

youneededhelpwheneveryoneyou

lovewasjusthopingyouwouldmiraculouslyhealshewentout

ofherwaytofindyouhelpthewoman

youhatesomuchgotyouthehelpyouneeded,shelovedyou

whenshehadabsolutereasonnottoand

youwon’tacknowledgeherandyouwon’tacknowledgethat

deepdownthisisnothatethatthisislove

andyouarestrugglingtofindawaytostandinfrontofherand

tellheryouloveherandyouwonder

howbruisedyourprideandegowillbewhenyousaythankyou

totheonepersonyouhavealways

lookeddownon’’Iwasnowcryingsilently

Me‘’whatdoyouwantmetodoDr’’

Her‘’behonestnotonlytomebutyourselftoo’’

Me‘’Ihavebeen’’



Her‘’justnotaboutyoursister’’

Me‘’tellmewhattodothen’’

Her‘’Iamgoingtoarrangeasessionwithyoursistermaybe

thatwillgetyoutalking’’

Me‘’ifyouthinkthatwillhelpthenokay’’shesmiles

Her‘’okaythenIwillcontactherandgetbacktoyou,sowhat

elseisonyourmind’’

Me‘’wasjustwonderingifMbusoisdoingokay’’

Her‘’thisisthe8thtimeyou’vementionedMbusoinour

sessions’’

Me‘’Iwasn’tawarewewerecounting’’shelaughs

Her‘’didyoufallinlovewithMbusoThandiwe’’Ismile

Me‘’calmdownwearejustfriends’’

Her‘’justdon’trushintoanythingplease,healfirstandfocuson

yourchildrenandgettingyourlifeon

trackeitherwithschoolorstartingabusinesslikeyousaid’’

Me‘’Iplanto’’

Her‘’goodthen,sowhatmoredoyouwanttosharewithme?’’



Noedits

canIgetmyreactionsandsharesguys,it’snottoomuchtoask

right?

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER111

VUSI

Idecidedtobringmyparentsalongwithmetothecity,my

motherisnotinthebestconditions,soI

wanthertohaveaccesstothebestmedicalcare,ittook

everythinginmetotryandputeverything

behindus,let’sjustsaywhatmywomansaidmadealotof

sense,hatingmymotherwon’tbringback

mydaughterandIshouldjustacceptthatandholdontothe

goodmemoriesIhaveofher,afterall

Siphephelowasasweetlittleangelwithabigheart.Iwillalways

lovehernomatterwhatIwillcarryher

inmyheartalldaysofmyheart.It’svisitationhoursandI



decidedtogoandseehersinceIcouldn’t

comeyesterdaybecauseIhadabusydayatwork,inandoutof

court.Ibroughtherflowersandsome

fruits,herconditionhasn’timprovedyetbutIhavefaithinthe

doctors.

Me‘’heyma,unjani?(howareyou)’’

Her‘’Vusi,IjustthankGodforanotherday?’’

Me‘’areyoucomfortablehere?’’

Her‘’toocomfortable,Iamnotinsomuchpainanymore,plus

thedoctorsandnursesaregoodand

patient’’shecoughs

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’

Her‘’whereisthatbeautifullady’’

Me‘’sheishereactually,Urielisasurgicalnursehere’’

Her‘’ohshechoseagoodcareershehasasoftheart’’

Me‘’thatistrue’’

Her‘’whathappenedtoMercy’’Isigh

Me‘’thingsdidn’tworkoutma’’



Her‘’doyouthinkitwillworkwiththisone’’

Me‘’Ibelievesomama,Iwanttomarryher,Iwashopingtotalk

tobabaaboutitlateron’’

Her‘’justmakesureyouarereadyfirstdon’trushandrealize

it’snotwhatyouwant’’

Me‘’Ihaveactuallythoughtlongandhardaboutthis’’shenods

Her‘’inthatcaseallthebest’’

Me‘’ngiyabongama(thankyoumom)’’

Her‘’haveyoumanagedtomeetwithSizakele’’

Me‘’eishmamathat’sgoingtobetough’’

Her‘’Ibegyoupleaseson,Ineedtotalktoher’’

Me‘’Iamafraidthatwewillopenupherwoundsmama,Imean

youwerenevergoodtoher’’

Her‘’thatiswhyIneedtoapologize’’

Me‘’DaliIdon’tthinksheisreadytofaceyou’’

Her‘’sheneedstoseemesoIcanapologizeandshecanmove

onwithherlifecompletely,let’sgiveher

achangetotellmehowmuchIhavehurtherandletherjust

speakfromtheheart’’

Me‘’Iwillgoseeherandaskher’’



Her‘’thankyou’’

Me‘’butifsherefuseswewillrespectthatright?’’

Her‘’yesIwillletherbeIpromise’’

Me‘’okay’’

Her‘’arethosemine’’

Me‘’ohyes,doyoulovethem’’

Her‘’yes,Ihaveneverreceivedflowersbefore,butit’sthat

bananaIfindappetizing’’shesays

Me‘’haveonethenplusyouhardlyevereatDali’’Isaytaking

oneoutandhandittoher

THANDIWE

Iextremelynervous,Iwon’tlie,todayisthatsessionthe

psychologistspokeof,sheinvitedSizakele

throughandsheagreedtocome,Iamnotsurehowthisdayis

goingtoend,Idon’tevenknowwhatI

amgoingtosaytoher,Ifinishpreparingandlookatmyselfat

themirrorandsigh.Icandothis.iputon

mylipbalmandbrushmyhaironcemorethenheadout,Isigh



heavilybeforehittingmyknucklesonthe

doorandsheshoutscomeinfromtheinside,IgetinandSizais

alreadyherewithaglassofwaterinher

hand,shelooksamazing.

Me‘’sanibonani(hello)’’

Dr‘’Thandiwehello’’

Siza‘’hey,howareyou’’

Me‘’verywellthankswena?’’

Siza‘’Iamgreatthankyou’’Itakeasitoppositeher

Dr‘’firstofallthanksforagreeingtothisSiza’’

Siza‘’yousaidthiswillhelphersoIamhappytodoit’’

Dr‘’thatisveryselflessofyou,Iwon’twastetime,soIwantto

knowhowyoufeeltowardsThandiwe’’

Siza‘’honestlyDr,Ihavealwayslongedtohaveagoodsister

relationshipwithherbutforreasonsIdon’t

knowIfeelThandiwehatesmeandnomatterwhatIdoIshe

willalwaysseemeasherenemyandIan

not,IjustwantmysisterandIwanthertoloveme’’shesays

withatearsinhereyes



Dr‘’whendidyourealizethatshefeelshatetowards’’

Siza‘’whenwewereveryyoung,wewereokaymeandheruntil

shejustsuddenlychanged,whathurt

themostishowsherejoicedwhenmyfatherdisownedmefor

gettingpregnantwithmylaterdaughter’’

Dr‘’Thandiweistheanytruthfromthat’’sheasksandIjustcry

noddingvigorously

Me‘’yesandIamsoashamedofmyself’’

Dr‘’tellSizawhyyoufeltsomuchhatetowardsher’’

Me‘’IhatedherbecauseIwonderedwhydadchosetohurtand

rapemeinsteadofher,Ihatedher

becauseshetookhisattentionfrommewithouthavingtodoall

Idid,IfeltlikeIgaveupeverythingmy

childhoodtoprotectherandmamabutshejustdecidedto

followVusiandfallpregnant,sowhenthat

happenedIwashappythatbabawasmadatherandthat

meantIwouldgetalltheloveandattention

again’’IsayandlookathersheiscryingandsoamI

Dr‘’yousaidhatedher,doesthatmeanyounolongerhate

her?’’

Me‘’yesIdon’thatemysisterDr,Iwasjusthurtthat’sall,andI



amreallytrulyashamedofmyselffor

wishingthatmysisterwentthroughwhatIwentthroughinthe

armsofourfather’’

Dr‘’Sizahowdoesthatmakeyoufeel’’

Siza‘’reallybadreally,shewentthroughsomuchandshedidn’t

haveanyonebyhercorner,shehadto

livewiththepainallalone,dyingaloneinside.Iamverysorry

Thandiwe,youdidn’tdeservewhatbaba

didtoyounowomandeservestoberaped,IwishIcouldtake

yourpainandhelpyouheal’’

Me‘’IamsorrytooSiza,youarenotthemonsterImadeyou

outtobeinmyheadIguessIjustneeded

someonetoblameandchannelallmyangertoandyouwere

theeasiesttargetforme’’

Siza‘’Iacceptyourapology’’

Me‘’thankyouforgettingmehelp,youdon’tnotwhatyouhave

doneformeandmychildren’’

Siza‘’it’sonlymypleasure’’

Dr‘’thankyoubothforbeinghonestwitheachother’’

Me‘’thankyouformakingmedothisDr,andSizaIhopewecan

beabletostartagain’’



Siza‘’Iwouldreallylovethat’’shesayswipinghertearsandI

standuptogiveherahug

Me‘’IloveyousisandIamverysorry’’IsayandIhearhersob

more

Siza‘’Ihavealwayslongedtohearyousaythattome,Iloveyou

toomaTha’’Ismilewithtears

MBUSO

IthasbeendayssinceIfoundoutthatmymotherknewabout

mywifeandbrotherhavinganaffairand

itresultinginthetwokids,thekidsIlovedandraisedasmy

own,nowsheclaimedthatthelittleismine,

Icouldn’ttrustherwordsowemanagedtodosomeDNAtests

andluckilyIhaveafriendwhoisa

pathologists,hesaidhewillworkonitquicklyandsotodaywe

aregettingtheresultsback.Ihonestly

don’tknowhowtofeelandwhattoexpect.Ihavebeenstaying

overatsomehotelandthatfriendsaid

hewillcomedropoffmyresultsinafewminutes,Icalled

Refiloetocomethroughsowecanopenthe



resultstogether,sheissittingawkwardlyonthechairopposite

mewithThandolwethuonherlap.Ican’t

willmyselftoevenfeelsomethingforthatlittlegirlincaseshe

isnotmine.Theisaknockonmydoor

andIstandtoopen,myfriendwalksinandgreets

Him‘’IamsorryIcan’tstayIhavetorushsomewherereal

quick’’

Me‘’noproblembuddy,thankyou’’

Him‘’surething’’

Me‘’willcallyousometimethisweeksowecanhaveadrink

yeah’’

Him‘’yeahmanIwouldlovethat,wehavealottotalkabout’’he

saysandwalksout.Iwalkbacktomy

chairandsit,contemplatingonwhethertoopentheenvelopeor

not

Her‘’areyougoingtoopenitMbuso’’Ilookatheranddecide

thatIamjustdelayingfornothing

Me‘’let’sgetthisoveranddonewith’’Iopentheenvelopand

immediatelytearsstreamdownmyface

Her‘’whatdoesitsayMbuso’’shesaysimpatientlyandIjust



dropthepaperandmakemywaytoher

andtakethelittlegirlinmyarms

Me‘’ohNkosazanayami’’Isayhugginghertightly.Andjust

continuetocry

Her‘’Itoldyoushewasyours’’Iignoreherandsitdownwith

mydaughterandIcanlookatthe

confusioninhersparklingblackeyes

Me‘’IamsorryIhaveneverbeenaround,Iamherenow

sthandwasamandIamnotleavingyouagain’’

Isaykissingherforehead

Her‘’sowhatnow’’

Me‘’whatnow?’’Isaynotevenlookingather

Her‘’wheredoesthatleaveus?’’

Me‘’nowhereRefiloe,wearejustgoingtoco-parent

Thandolwethuthat’sall’’

Her‘’whataboutourotherkids’’

Me‘’theyareMpathi’schildrenRefiloe,Iwillalwaysbethere

whentheyneedmebutyoucan’texpect

metobeabletolookatthemandnotbehurtbyyourbetreyal’’

Her‘’Iamreallysorry,Itrulybelievethatwecanworkpastthis



baby’’

Me‘’nothereisnothingtoworkout.WearedoneRefiloe,we

onlyhaveLwethutotalkaboutifit

doesn’tconcernitisnotmybusiness’’

Her‘’babyplease’’

Me‘’NoRefiloeNo’’

Her‘’weneedsometimetorekindleourloveand…’’Istopher

Me‘’canIpleasehaveherfortherestoftheafternoonIwill

bringherbacklater’’

Her‘’Idon’tmindstayingwithyouguys’’

Me‘’noIjustwanttospendtimealonewithmydaughter’’Isay

andshesighsandstandsup

Her‘’Iwillexpectherlater’’shesaysandtakesherhandbagand

headstothedoor

Me‘’daddyneedstogetahousenowandprepareyoua

bedroomfitforaprincess.Iamgoingtolove

andprotectyouwithallthatIhave’’Ikissherforeheadandshe

giggle,sheisjustasweetbaby,sheis

evennotcryingcozhermomisnothere.



SIZA

Ijustgothome,thisafternoonwasveryemotional,Thandiwe

andIironthingsnowandIbelieveweare

inabetterplace,whenshegetsoutofthecenterwehaveareal

chanceofworkingtobetterour

relationshipandImustadmitIamveryexcitedwiththat.Iget

outofmycarandwalkinthehouse

wherethearchitectisbusyredoingmywholekitchen,it’sgoing

tolookamazing,Iamgoingtohavea

walkinpantryandfreezersoIamreallyexcitedtoseethefinal

thing.IgotothestudytofindMolemo

andheisnottheresoIgocheckinthegymandheisinthere

blastingsomemusicworkingoutbarechest,

thetattooofmyfaceissomethingIstillcan’tgetusedtoit

Me‘’babydoyouwanttobreakmywindows?’’Isaylowering

thevolume

Him‘’Icouldn’tlistentoyourpeopledrillingandhammering

makingallthatnoise’’

Me‘’Iamsorry,Ipromisetheywillsoonbedone’’



Him‘’yousaidyouareredoingourbedroomtoo,canwejust

moveintoahoteluntiltheyaredonewith

everything’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’younotgoingtoletthishotelissuegohuh’’helaughs

Him‘’Iamafraidnot’’

Me‘’fineMo,wewillgocheckinlatertonightcoztomorrow

morningtheystartingwithmajorstaff’’

Him‘’thankGod,nowtellmewhyyoureyesaresopuffybaby’’

hesayspullingmetohim

Me‘’justthatThandiwepouredoutherheartandIdidthe

same’’

Him‘’howdiditgo’’

Me‘’itwasgreatbabe,wearegoodnow,sheeventoldmethat

shelovesme’’Isaysmiling

Him‘’Iknowhowmuchyouhavealwayswantedarelationship

withyoursister’’

Me‘’yesmylove,Iamsohappy’’

Him‘’andthatmakesmehappy’’

Me‘’Iloveyouokay’’Iblush

Him‘’howcouldyounot,Imeanhaveyouseenme’’helaughs



Me‘’cockymuchMrMotaung’’

Him‘’yeahmaybealittle’’hesaysandwebothlaugh

Me‘’whatarewehavingfordinner’’

Him‘’Ithinkweshouldeatwhenwegettothehotel,room

servicewilldo’’

Me‘’Ilikethesoundofthatbaby’’

Him‘’Ithinkweshouldgoandstartpacking’’

Me‘’afteryouhaveshoweredmisteryoustink’’

Him‘’whatdidyoujustsay’’hesaysticklingmeandIjustgiggle

likeahighschoolgirl

Me‘’babystopitpleasestop’’hescoopsmeupbridalstyleand

weheadoutofthegymupstairs,he

takesusstraighttotheshowerandplacesmedownopening

thetaps

Me‘’butmyhairbabe’’

Him‘’Iwillbuyyouallthehairintheworld,Ihavemissedtaking

ashowerwithmywifey’’

Me‘’ithasbeenawhilesincewedidbabe’’

Him‘’Ihateschoolandwork’’

Me‘’metootakestimeawayfromus’’



Him‘’Imjustgladthatitdoesn’taffectourlove’’

Me‘’nothingcaneverchangemyloveforyouMo’’

Him‘’thatismusictomyears’’hesaysleaningdowntomeand

kissingmesopassionately

Him‘’canIjustputinthetipbabe’’Iburstoutlaughing

Me‘’notuntilourweddingnight’’hefrowns

Him‘’youdon’twanttoseewhatIamgoingtodotoyouon

thatnight,andIdon’twantcomplaints’’Ilaugh

SIZASTRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER112

LUNGILE

Lookingatmydaughtersoyoungandcarefreeandgenuinely

happybringsmerealpeace,todayis

visitationandIbroughtherchildrentoseeherbutlikealways

theyonlyhoveredaroundtheirmother

forafewminutesandtheywereofftothechildren’sroom

leavingusbythepool,thisplaceissafeso

wedon’thavetoworry.Ilookatherwithsomuchadmiration,



herresilienceissomethingIcommend,

shefacedherdemonsandcameoutvictoriousandforthatIam

soproud,veryproud

Her‘’mamawhyareyoulookingatmelikethat?’’

Me‘’Iamjustsoproudofyou,youareawholenewperson’’

Her‘’thankstomysisterforthat,ifshedidn’tforcemyhandto

comehereIwouldstillbethattrapped

littlegirlwhohasangerissues’’Ismile

Me‘’yoursister’’shesmiles

Her‘’yebomamamysister’’

Me‘’howdidthesessiongo?’’

Her‘’Sizadidn’ttellyou’’

Me‘’shewassupposedtocomearoundbutsheisrenovating

herhousesosheisbusyensuringthat

theyfinishontimeplushermeetingswiththeweddingplanner’’

Her‘’IhopeIwillbeoutbythen,Ican’tmissherbigday’’

Me‘’whathappedwithyoutoo’’

Her‘’let’sjustsaymeandmysisterareinabetterspacenow,



wearenotcompletelytherebutwehave

takenafirststep,wearebothwillingtoworkonour

relationship’’Ismileandatearfalls

Me‘’Ihaveneverwantedanythingmorethantohavemygirls

loveoneanotherandbeeachother’s

keepers’’shesmiles

Her‘’it’sallmyfaultyoutriedtotellmethatSizaisagood

personbutIjust’’

Me‘’stopthatnow,youweredealingwithsomuchandnoone

wouldblameyouforthat,Iamjustglad

youareokaynow’’

Her‘’totellyouthetruthmyheartisatpeace’’

Me‘’Iamhappytohearthat’’

Her‘’sohowisNtombiandtheprincess’’

Me‘’ohLetlotloisthemostbeautifulthingever,sheisstronger

nowandNtombiishealingnicelythey

willsoonbeout’’

Her‘’ohthat’sgreatmama,Ican’twaittolaymyeyesonher,I

amsureGadafiishappy’’

Me‘’heisoverthemoon,fromaLiontoapuppy,hisdaughter



meltshim’’

Her‘’Ican’tbelievethattheyareevenengaged’’

Me‘’hecouldn’twait,youknowneardeathexperienceshave

sucheffects,heevenaskedtopaylobola

nextcomingweekend.Hesayshewantsthemwithhimwhen

theygetdischarged’’

Her‘’that’sgreatmama,youmakingmoneymosfirstSiza,now

Ntombi,Imustgetamansoon’’shesays

jokinglyandwebothlaugh

Me‘’haiwena,youmusthealfirst’’

Her‘’Iaminnohurryforarelationshipmama,Ihavetofocus

onmeandmychildrenfirst’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthatbaby’’

Her‘’thankyouforeverythingmama’’

Me‘’it’smypleasurebaby’’wehugandthebelltoalertusthat

thevisitinghoursareoverrings

Her‘’timefliesyoh’’

Me‘’wewillseeyouagainsoonokay,Iloveyou’’

OLIVIA



Ihaven’tbeentomyplacesincethatgirlcamehereandtriedto

seducemyman,eachtimeIwantto

leaveStevencomesupwithanexcuseformenottoleaveandI

fallforiteachtime,butImustadmit,

vatnsetisnicemanyoh,sleepingandwakinguptoadickthat

knowsit’sbusinesswhenitcomesto

yourbodyhuu,Ihaven’tseenmydadandSizaIhavebeen

makingexcusesofbeingbusyatschoolto

RazorandSizaknowsexactlywhereIam.SotodayIdecidedto

gohavelunchwiththemboth,

apparentlytheyarestayingatthehotelIamyettofindoutwhy,

evenmybabydecidedtomeetupwith

hisboystodayImeanwehavebeencoopedupaloneinourlove

nest.Wejustfinishedtakingashowerandgettingdressed.

Me‘’Iamgoingtomissyou’’Isaykissinghim

Him‘’youcomingbackhomeright?’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowlove,itdependsonhowitgoeswithmy

father’’

Him‘’don’tsaythatbabe’’



Me‘’youknowheisgoingtokillusifhefindsoutthatwe’ve

beenlivingtogether’’

Him‘’IknowandIpromiseIamgoingtomarryyou’’Ilaugh

Me‘’willyoureallybuythecowwhenyougettingallthemilkfor

free?’’helaughs

Him‘’youarenotacownowareyou?’’

Me‘’youbetyoursexyassIamnot’’hepecksmylips

Him‘’let’sgetgoingsowecancomeback’’

Me‘’domeafavorandstayawayfromtheseharlots’’

Him‘’mygirlfriendistoocrazyformetotryanyshit’’Ilaugh

Me‘’mxm’’wegotomycarandIdrophimoffclubNationand

givehimmycard

Him‘’thankyoumyblesser’’

Me‘’sureblessee,haveagreatdaymylove’’

Him‘’Iloveyoubabe,willseeyouwhenyoucomepickmeup’’

Me‘’Iwillcallyouokay’’heblowsmeakissandIdriveofftothe

North,Igettothehotelandheadto

therestaurantandfindSizakelealreadyhavingamartini

Me‘’lookatyoulookinglikemoney’’Isayandshestandsupto

comegivemeahug



Her‘’lookatyou,shamedicksuitsyou’’Iburstoutlaughing

Me‘’andmybabycanlayitonme’’

Her‘’justdon’tgetpregnant’’

Me‘’don’tremindmeofthat,thenigganutsinmelikeIamthat

buckettheypeein’’shelaughs

Her‘’areyouonbirthcontrol?’’

Me‘’whenIremember’’

Her‘’OLIVIA’’

Me‘’IknowIknowbabeeish,youknowLOVEhasmegoing

crazy’’

Her‘’Ilovetoseeyouthishappy’’

Me‘’onewordSteven’’Isayblushing

Her‘’Iseeyoutwoaremakingwavesoninstagram,youarethe

cutestthingintheloveworldrightnow’’

Me‘’Iknowright’’webothlaugh

Her‘’youdeservethishappinessbaby’’

Me‘’thanksloveandwhereisyourhusband’’

Her‘’hewillbehereanyminutenow,heleftcourtawhileago’’I

nod



Me‘’andwhyareyoutwolivingatahotelagain?’’

Her‘’becauseyourfatherisadramaqueen,Iamre-doingmy

kitchenIwantawalkinpantryand

freezer,sohesaysthenoiseisgettingtohim’’Ilaugh,listento

herbeingthemogulswifesuitsherman

NTOMBI

Iamhealingreallywellandsoismydaughter,wearethankful

tothelordforhismercy.ontheother

handmyfiancéisoverprotectiveofmeandhisdaughterbutI

thinkhisdaughtermore,Letlotlojust

cametotheworldtostealmyman,Ilaughatmysillythought,I

guessnoonecanevercomeinbetween

afatherandhisdaughter,theloveisjusttoomuch,Iamhappy

thatmychildwillhaveafatherthatwill

loveandprotectheratanycost,IthinkIammoreinlovewith

Tebogonowbecauseofhowheiswith

ourdaughter,heisagentlebear.Igetupandgotothe

bathroom,yesIcannowmoveaboutwithouta

wheelchairbutnotforlongtheDrwantsmetorestattakeit



easy.Iopentheensuitbathroomdoor

goingbacktothebedroomandthereheislookingsohandsome

withhisdaughterinhisarms

Me‘’lookatyoutwo’’

Him‘’heymommy’’

Me‘’whendidyougethere’’

Him‘’gothereawhileagobabewasintheNICU,thedoctorwas

briefingmeandIsaidIwillletyouinonit’’

Me‘’okay?’’

Him‘’soyourdaughterslungsarefullydevelopednowandshe

doesn’thavetobeintheincubator

anymore’’Ifelttearsinmyeyes

Me‘’reallybabe’’

Him‘’yesmylove,theywillsetupacotinhereforher,butthey

willstillbekeepingyouhereawhile’’

Me‘’Iamjusthappyourdaughterisgettingbetter’’Igositnext

tothemandhestandsupandputs

Letlotloonmybedandcomesbacktothecouch

Him‘’comehere’’hesaysdirectingmetohislap



Me‘’what’swronglove’’

Him‘’Ihaven’theldyouinawhile,andIhaven’ttoldyouhow

muchIamgratefulforthetreasureyou

gaveme,mymiraclebaby.Thankyouforbeingthebestthing

thathaseverhappenedtome.youmake

mewholeNtombiandyouagreeingtobemywifeisbeyond

everything,youwillnownotonlybemy

daughtersmotherbutyouwillalsobemywifethatIwillcherish,

protectandlovealldaysofmylife’’I

wasnowcryingwithmyfaceburiedinhisneck

Me‘’thankyouforlovingmethewaythatyoudo’’

Him‘’youmadeiteasyformemylove’’

Me‘’andourdaughterisblessedtohaveafatherlikeyou’’Isay

andIseehisfacelightup

Him‘’Ihaveaconfession’’Ifeelmyheartrace

Me‘’whatbabe’’Isaywithalowvoice

Him‘’IaskedmyfamilytosentalettertoLungileforyour

lobolaandsheagreedonthedateIhadrecommended’’

Me‘’whydidn’tyoutellmebabe,whatdateisthat’’

Him‘’Ijustwantedyouandourdaughtertocomehomewith



mebabyIamsorryIshouldhaveinformed

you,theywillbepayingyourlobolaanddamagesforLetlotlo

thiscomingsaturday’’hesayslookingdown

Me‘’butbabe,Iwillheremos’’

Him‘’IknowandIexplainedtomyfamilyandtheydon’tmind’’

Me‘’youaresuchaslyfox’’Isaylaughing

Him‘’youarenotmad’’

Me‘’ofcoursenotImeanIagreedtobeingyourwifeandIdon’t

havesecondthoughtswithmy

decision,Iwantmyfamilyunderoneroof’’Ihearhimsighin

relief

MBUSO

Ijustfinishsigningthedocumentstomynewhouseanditlooks

amazing,itwillbeperfecttoraisemy

daughterandIhopeshewillloveithere,afterallIgotifsoshe

doesn’thavetovisitmeathotelsandall,

beforecomingtothebankIwentpassedsomeinteriordécor

officetoaskthemtofurnishmyhouseand



decoratemyprincessbedroom.Theysaidtheyonlyneedaweek

andtheywillbedonewitheverything.

Imanagedtogoandbuymydaughterafewthingsshemight

like,Igotherahumansizeteddybear,

someflowers,chocolatesandkiddieschampagnefrom

Woolworths.IgettomyformerhouseandI

noticeMphathi’scaroutside,apartofmewantstoleavebutI

decidethattheyarenotworthme

comingtogivemygirlherthings,IknowsheisonebutIwant

tospoilherandshowherthatdaddies

here,ImeanadaughtersfirstloveisherfatherandhowItreat

herwillensurethatshedoesn’taccept

anythinglessfromamanwhensheisallgrown.Ipressthepin

andparkin,Iopenwithoutknockingand

IcanhearthemarguingintheloungeandIwalkthroughthere

andtheybothstopscreamingwhentheynoticeme

Her‘’ohIdidn’tknowyouwerecomingtoday’’

Me‘’Ididn’tinformyouIwasjustintheneighborhoodandIjust

wantedtodroptheseoff’’

Him‘’youtwoarebacktogethernow’’helaughs



Her‘’thoseareverybeautifulIlovethembabethankyou’’she

says

Me‘’ohnothesearenotforyouRefiloe,theyareformy

daughterwhereisshe?’’

Her‘’ohIuhm,sheisupstairsinherroom’’

Me‘’pleasegogetherforme’’

Her‘’ofcourseIwillberightback’’sheheadsupstairsandIam

leftwithmybrother

Him‘’youshouldn’tbemadatourmother’’

Me‘’yourmotheryoumean’’

Him‘’youhavealwaysbeenjealousofmebabybrother’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamnottheonewhosleptwithmybrother’swifesofor

whatyoujustsaidyoushouldn’tlooktoo

faryouonlyneedthemirror’’heswallows

Him‘’domeafavorandstayawayfrommychildrentheyknow

theirfathernow’’

Me‘’ohsonowyouarereadytoplaydaddy,howcute.Iamsure

youfiancéwillloveplayingstepmom

totwoteenagekids’’Isayandhekeepssilent

Me‘’Ithoughtso,webothknowyoudon’tgiveashitaboutSam



andBandileyouarejusttryingtoget

undermyskin,andIamsorrytotellyouthatyouarenot

winningatall’’hewasabouttosaysomething

whenRefiloecamebackwithLwethuinherarmsandsoonas

sheseesmeshewigglesoutofherarms

andrunstome,Igodowntobeheightandreceiveher

Me‘’heyprincess’’Isayandshejustgiggles

Me‘’lookatwhatdaddygotyoubaby’’Ishowherthethingsand

thefirstthingshejumpedonwasthe

teddyIjustsmilelookingatherbeingsohappy,Itakeoutmy

phoneandtakeafewsnaps

Her‘’letmegoputtheflowersinthewaterandthechampagne

inthefridge’’Ihandherthethingsand

shetriestohidethechocolatesfromLwethu

Her‘’ifsheeatssugaratthistimeshewon’tsleep’’Inod

Me‘’Iwashopingtohaveherforthenight’’shesighs

Her‘’okayIwillgopackherbagthen,Iwillsendyouherday

careaddress’’

Me‘’pleasedobutIwon’tbetakinghertomorrowIhaveafull

dayplannedforus’’



Her‘’ohokaythen’’shewalksawayandIpickupmydaughter

andtickleherwhileshegiggles

Him‘’mxmIdon’thavetimeforthisnonsense,tellRefiloewe

arenotdonetalking’’

Me‘’IamnotoneofyourservantsMphathi,ungangijwayeli

wena’’Isayandheclickshistongueand

leaves
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OHmyGodthewayLetlotloissocuteshemakesmewantto

getpregnantrightnowthisminuteandfall

pregnantimmediately,ImeansheremindsmeofthedayIgave

birthtomyveryownprincess,itwas

theperfectThursdayafternoon,IrememberIwasbusycooking

atthebackofthehousewhenthepains

startedand,IwasallaloneathomeandluckilyIhadasked

aroundonwhattoexpectandwhentheyhit



IknewexactlywhatwashappeningsoIjustwenttogetthe

littleIhadforarrival,theneighborwas

aroundwhenIleftandtheoldladycouldseewhatwas

happeningwithmeshecametomeand

accompaniedmetotheclinicandIremembertheintensepains

IexperiencebutwhenIfirstheldherin

myarmsIknewitwasallworthit.Ntombidragsmebackfrom

mytrainofthoughandonlythenIrealizeIamcrying

Her‘’areyouokay?’’sheasksconcerned

Me‘’ohIamsosorry’’shefrowns

Her‘’don’tbesorryjusttellmewhat’smakingyoucry’’

Me‘’IjustdatedbacktowhenIgavebacktoSiphephelo’’Isay

wipingmytear

Her‘’ohSizaIamsosorrysiswam’’

Me‘’itsokayreally,Ihavedealtwithit’’

Her‘’youcannevercompletelyhealwithherdeathandthatis

understandable’’

Me‘’Istillhurtssomuch’’

Her‘’asitshouldshewasyourbaby’’



Me‘’Imisshereveryday’’

Her‘’Godwillgiveyoumanydaughters’’

Me‘’amen,letmestopmysilliness.Igotherthese’’

Her‘’ncooSizatheyaresocute’’

Me‘’IknowrightIcouldn’tresistplusweneverhadababy

showerforyou’’

Her‘’youstillowemeonethough’’

Me‘’yougonnaneedtogetpreggosagainsoonthen’’

Her‘’ohhellno’’shesaysandwebothlaugh

Me‘’ohmyGodlookatthetime,babeIneedtoleaveIhave

classin30minutes’’

Her‘’itsokaylove.Thanksforcomingandforthesebane

nhlanhlao’Letlotlohavingrichauntsandall’’

Me‘’Ienvyhertoo’’IsaystandingupandhugNtombithengo

tokisstheprincessinhercotthenexit,I

bumpintosomeoneintheparkinglot

Him‘’ohmyGodIamsosorry’’Ilookupandit’sVusi

Me‘’ohheyit’snotaproblem,heretoseeUriel?’’

Him‘’uhmnoIhavebeenmeaningtocomeseeyou’’Inarrow

myeyes



Me‘’what’sgoingon?’’hesighsdeeply

Him‘’Daliisadmittedher,sheisreallysick’’

Me‘’oh?’’Isaynotunderstandinghowthatisanyofmy

business

Him‘’sheaskedmetopleaseaskyoutocomeseeher,shesays

shewantstoapologize’’Ifeltmyself

boil,soIjustlaugh,emotionsconsumingme

Me‘’isn’tthatlovely,let’skillSizakele’sdaughterandaskfor

forgiveness,cozsheisjustthemother

Christmasofeveryonethathurtsherright’’IsaycryingandI

amburstingoutwithanger

Him‘’IamsorrySizaIdidn’tmeantomakeyouangryIamreally

sorry’’

Me‘’justtellyourmotheroleavemeoutofherredemption

storycozitwon’tbringmydaughterback’’

Isayandleavehimstandingthereandgettomycardrivingto

thehotelIcan’tgotoclasslikethis

STEVE



IammyhousechillingwithMandla,hesayshegavehimselfa

dayoff,themanrunstheentirehospital

soImeanwhynot,hesaysheneededthisonedaytogetin

touchwithrealitycozhefeelslikehehas

beenwalkingonwatersomuch,Ijustlaughedatthestatement,

it’sjustaTuesdayafterworkformeso

nothingheavyjustacoupleofbeersthenhewillbeleaving.

Vusicouldn’tjoinuscozhehadtogosee

hismomsatthehospital.Wejustfinishedbraaingsomemeat

andnowweareintheloungewatching

somehighlights.Oliviaisgoingtobethrilledfindingbraaimeat.

Him‘’soyouandmadammovedinofficially’’

Me‘’definitelynotntwana,Razorwillkillusifheevenknowwe

aredoingthisnow’’helaughs

Him‘’shehasbroughtsomanychangesinyourlife,Imeanlook

atyourpozi’’

Me‘’ithasawoman’stouchnowhuh,feelsalotlikehomewarm

andall’’

Him‘’Iamhappyforyouguysreally’’

Me‘’thanksbafo’’thekitchendooropensandmymotherwalks



in

Her‘’sanibonanimadodana’’wegreetback

Me‘’whatanicesurprise,whatbringsyouby’’

Her‘’IwasrunningerrandsandIwentbytheatmtowithdraw

somecashandthedamnthing

swallowedmycardandthebranchesareclosedcozofthetime,

IwashopingtogetyourcardandIwill

payyoubacktomorrow’’

Me‘’eisho’ladyIdon’thaveacardwithmemanje’’

Her‘’haibowhereisit?’’

Me‘’Oliviaisusingit’’shelaughsandclapsherhandslaughing

Her‘’andyousaidsheisnogolddigger’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’mamaplease,sheusesmycardIusehersit’snobigdeal’’

Her‘’Iknewit,youlovemakingexcusesforthisgirl’’Iwasabout

answeringwhenLivwalksinwith

shoppingbags

Liv‘’babeIamback’’shegetsinthelounge‘’ohsorrydidn’t

realizeyouhadguests,dumelang’’

Her‘’that’sallyouknowspendingmyson’smoneyonclothes

andalcohol’’mymothersays



Me‘’mamajuststopitplease’’

Her‘’heyshutupwena,whywon’tyouseeherforwhatshe

reallyis,givemysonhiscardyouhoe’’Isee

mybabycryandshenevercriesforsuchthingandIknowmy

motherisreallyhurtingher

Me‘’IwillnothaveyouinsultOlivialikethismamaplease’’

Liv‘’withallduerespectmama,IloveStevenandIamnotwith

himforthemoney,Icanaffordmy

lifestyleand’’

Her‘’youdon’tevenhavemanners,youtalkbackatelders’’She

opensherpurseandtakesoutmycard

Liv‘’StevetakeyourcardandcanIhavemine,Iwillsendyou

backthemoneyIspenttoday’’shesays

Me‘’noyounotdoingtodothatbabe,weareinarelationship,

mymoneyisyoursandthefactthatyou

alsoletmeuseyourcardattimes’’

Liv‘’it’sokayjustpleasegivememycard’’sheplacesmineon

thetableandIretrievehersfrommy

walletandhandittoher.

Liv‘’thanks,IwillsenditlaterwhenIgettomyplace’’shesays

andheadstothekitchendoor



Me‘’babenoyouarenotleaving’’

Her‘’letthatharlotleaveSteven’’

Me‘’motherstopwillyoujuststopitrightnow’’Isayandrun

outtofindbutLivhasalreadydroveoff,I

runbacktogetmykeysbutmymothertookthem,Idon’twant

tofightwithhersoMandlajustsignals

mewithhiseyestotakehiskeysandItakethemquicklyonthe

coffeetableandrunout,sheisshouting

behindme,evencursingmeoutbutIdon’tcareIjustdriveout,

Ican’tbelievemymotherreally

RAZOR

IhadthelongestdayeverandIamhappytobehomereally,

okaynothomereallybutwhereverIam

withSoftitshome.IgettooursuitanditsdeadquietIwonder

wheresheis,ImeanIhaveevenbeen

tryingtocallheralldayandshehasn’tansweredmycalls,I

knewshehasbacktobackclassesbutnow

thehotelroomisdeadsilentandhercarisinthereserved

parkingspot,ormaybeshewentdowntothe



spaorsomething,Iwalkintothebedroomandsheisinbed

sleeping,IjustwanttoannoyherandIjust

throwmyselfonthebedandstartwakingherroughlylikewe

alwaysdotoeachandherreactionscaredme

Her‘’canyoujuststopthisnonsenseofyoursMolemo,juststop

withyourstupidshenanigansIdon’t

havetimeforgamestodayokay’’shesayswithsomuchanger

andIamshocked

Me‘’babeIamsosorryIwasjust’’

Her‘’youwerejustnothing,youcanbeannoyingattimes’’I

lookatherimeanlookatherandit’sobviousshehasbeen

cryinghereyesout

Me‘’Softbaby’’sheletshertearsfall

Her‘’IamsosorrymyloveIdidn’tmeantobethatrude’’

Me‘’it’sokaywhat’sgoingontalktome’’Isaypickingherup

andholdingherinmyarms

Her‘’IjustmissherMo,Imisshersomuch’’shesaysandIknow

exactlywhosheistalkingabout

Me‘’IknowbabyIknowyoudo,andIwishIhadsuperpowers

tobringherback’’Isayandshejust



weepssopainfullyinmyarmsbreakingmyheart

Her‘’Iamsorryfortheoutburst’’Ikissherforehead

Me‘’itsokaymyloveItotallyunderstandyourreaction,what

happenedtoday’’

Her‘’IwenttoseeLetlotloandNtombiandIjustremembered

thedayIgavebirthtoSiphephelo,then

whenIleftImetwithVusiandhetoldmehermotheris

admittedatthehospitalandshewantstosee

metoapologize,andIjustlostit,sheisresponsibleforme

losingmychildandonlywhenitsuitshershe

wantstoapologize,thatwomanhasputmethroughsomuch

andshethinksherapologywillmakeitall

goaway’’fromthisstatementIjustknewhowmuchthiswoman

hurtSoft,mywifeisquicktoforgive

andforthemerefactthatsheisholdingbackfromthisit

meanssheisstillhurtingandIhatemyselffor

notnoticingthis

Me‘’Iamsosorrymylovesososorry’’

Her‘’itsokaybaby,Iamsorrytoo’’

Me‘’stopapologizingbabe,canwepleasedrivedowntoher

graveonSaturdayafterthelobola’’



Her‘’Iwouldreallylovethatbabe,Iwishhergravewasnear’’

Me‘’wecanexhumeherremainsifyouwant’’

Her‘’Idon’tbelieveinthatmylovebutthankyou’’

Me‘’IwilldoanythingforyouSizakeleMotaungImean

anything’’

Her‘’IknowandforthatIwillforeverbegrateful’’

Me‘’canIpleaserunusabathsowecanrelaxandthenorderin

andbingeonyourfavoriteseriesutil

theam’s‘’

Her‘’wehaveworkandschoolinthemorninglove’’

Me‘’wearenotgoingtomorrowIwillaskmyteamtotakeover

formeandyouwillaskyourfriendto

takenotesforyou’’shesmiles

Her‘’inthatcaseIwouldloveto’’

Me‘’nowthat’smygirl,Iwillberightback,stripoffthose

pajama’s’’Isayandwiphertearsaway

Her‘’okaybabe’’Icupherchin

Me‘’GodwillgiveuschildrenbabenottoreplaceSiphephelo

buttobringusjoyokay’’

Her‘’okay’’shesayswithhereyessparklingwiththeloveand



trustshehasforme

MERCY

Iamreallylowonfundsrightnow,beingonthisstufffulltime

isadragplushavingtobuyforeveryone

else,let’sjustsayforthepastfewweeksIhavebeenblowing

cashlikeacrazyperson,taking

unexpectedtripswhenIamhighmakingstupiddecisions,I

thinkIamleftwithR26000inmyback

accountandthatisnotenoughtokeepmyhouselightsonand

tobuygroceries,patrol,data,drugsand

keepupappearances.Inaweeks’timeIwillbebrokeashell,I

needaplanandIneeditfast.

Her‘’sowhatareyougoingtodobabe’’Vickyasksannoyingme

Me‘’Idon’tknowasyetbabeeish’’

Her‘’Ihaveasuggestion’’

Me‘’spillitoutalready’’

Her‘’Iwasthinkingmaybeyoucouldsellthehouse’’



Me‘’it’sgoingtosellforR1.5millionIwillblowthatinlessthan

3months’’Isay

Her‘’weusethatmoneytoinvestinsomething’’

Me‘’Vickywearebloodyaddictsinvestinwhatcozwearegoing

tosmokethatinvestment’’shelaughs

Her‘’sofuckentrueGod’’

Me‘’Ineedmyallowanceback,theonlywaytobeableto

continueistogobacktobeingdaddy’sgirl,

wherehepaysforeverything’’

Her‘’nowthatisaplanforlife.ifyourdadallowsyoubackinto

hislifehewillpayforeverythingandstill

giveyouanallowancetobeabletofeedthisaddiction’’

Me‘’exactlylovie’’Isaytakingabiteofmybunnychow.

MBUSO

Me‘’soIwillhavehereveryweekendandmaybesometimes

duringtheweekcozIamgoingbacktoworknextweek’’

Her‘’fairenough’’shesays,IamwithRefiloe,wearediscussing

howwearegoingtoco-parentLwethu



Me‘’soIwilltakecareofherdaycarefeesandthetransport

andIwillsendyouhermonthlyallowance

forherupkeepandIwillalsosendsomeforBandileandSam’’

Her‘’uhmahhhMphathihasbeendoingthatbutthanks’’she

sayslookingdowntotallyembarrassed

Me‘’okaythen,Iamgoingtotalktothemtooaboutvisitingme

atmyhouseandhowwearegoingto

keepourrelationshipgoing,Imightnotbetheirfather

biologicallybutIraisedthem’’

Her‘’Ireallyappreciatethat’’

Me‘’yeahsure’’

Her‘’wasshewellbehaved’’Ismile

Me‘’sheisthesweetestthingunderthesun’’

Her‘’Iamgladshefinallymetherdaddy’’

Me‘’IamgladImether,sheismywholeworldnow’’

Her‘’MbusoIamsosorryplease’’IshakemyheadItakeoutan

envelopefrommydaughtersbagpack

Me‘’herepleaselookthroughit,butit’sfair,youcankeepthe

houseandthetwopatrolstationsIsaw

thattheyarestillrunningprettygoodsotheywillkeepyou



afloatconsideringthatIwilltakecareofmy

daughterandMphathiissupportingSamandBandile’’sheis

lookingatmelikesheishearingforeign

Her‘’youaredivorcingme’’

Me‘’don’tactsurprisedRefiloe’’Isaystandingupandleaving

Her‘’canweatleasttalkaboutit’’

Me‘’IwillseeyouFridaywhenIcometofetchmydaughter’’

noeditsmyloves
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ItsSaturdayandMokepttohispromiseandafterthelobolawe

packedourthingsanddrovedownto

thevillage,knowinghowlongthedriveisandthattherearenot

somanystoresthatsellediblefood,I

decidedtopackussomefoodandtooksomebeveragessowe



don’thavetoeattrashalongtheway.He

wasevensoconsiderateastobuysomeflowersthatwewillput

onPhephe’stomb,heisjustsosweet,I

knowifmydaughterwasstillalivehewouldhavelovedherlike

hisown.IcalledMaNtulitoletherknow

thatIamcomingandshesaidshewillpreparearoomforme

andmyhusband.Wejusttooktheoff

rampthatleadstothevillageandinlessthan15minuteswe

willbethere.Ilookoutthewindowand

justtakeinthebeautifulviewthevillageastooffer,Ican’t

believeImadeitoutofthisplace,Ifeela

handonmythighandIlookathimandhejustgivesmea

reassuringsmile.Istartgivinghimdirections

tothecemeteryandinnotimeweareparkedandwebothtake

flowersandwalktohergrave,it’svery

cleanandIknowuMaNtulihasahandinthis.Iletoutatear

soonasIlaymyeyesonherfinalresting

place;Iputdowntheflowersandsitontopofthetomb

Me‘’heysthandwasami,it’sme,uSizawakho,Icametoseeyou

andIknowithasbeenawhileandfor



thatIamsorry,neverthinkthatIhaveforgottenaboutyou

becausethatwillneverhappen,youaremy

firstloveandIwillholdyoudearlyinmyheartforeverandever.

Thispastweekhasbeenreallyhardon

mebabyImissyousomuch,lifehasfinallycomealongfor

mommyandIwishyouwereherewithmeto

finallygetallyouhaveeverdreamtof.Ipraythatyourbeautiful

soulisrestinginpeace,pleaselook

downonmealways,andSiphepheloyoubettervisitmeinmy

dreamswenaungangicasuli(don’tmake

memad’’IgiggleaftersayingthatandIfeelMojoinsme

Him‘’makingthreatseven,Iguessonceamomalwaysamom’’I

smileandwipemytears

Me‘’shehasn’tbeenvisitinglikeshedidbeforeandsheknows

thatshehasto.AndohPhephebaby

rememberwhenmyfirstvisitafterImovedtothecity,Icame

totellyouthatIhavemetsomeone,heis

herewithmerightnowandbabyhimandmommyaregetting

marriedintwoweekstime,your

presencewouldhavebeeneverything,Icouldjustimagineyou

inaprincessesdressandbeingour



flowergirl,itcouldhavebeensomagical’’IsayandIjustbreak

down,Molemoquicklysatdownand

tookmeintohisarms

Him‘’shhhhit’sokaymylove,shewillbetherewithusinspirit,

sheknowshowmuchyoulovedherin

factsheknowshowmuchyouloveherandIknowshelovesyou

toobaby,thislittleangelwillwantyou

tohealandbehappyrememberthelettershewroteyou,she

neverwantedtoseeyoucrysopleasemy

lovelet’shonorherplease.PhephemyangelIwantyoutorest

inpeaceknowingthatIwillloveand

protectyourmotherforaslongasIlive,pleasevisitherinher

dreamsshestilllivesforyouandshe

lovesyousomuch’’hesaysandIjustfallinlovedeeperwith

him.Wesittherefor30minuteswithme

inhisarms.Igetoutofhisholdandstandupandhedoesthe

same,Itakealittlestoneandkissitthen

placeitonthetomb

Me‘’continuerestinginpeacemylove’’IsayandtakeMo’shand

andwewalkbacktothecar,Ifeelmuchbetternow

Him‘’areyouokay?’’



Me‘’Iamloveandthankyoufordoingthiswithme’’

Him‘’youaremywifeIwilldoanythingforyouandwithyou.I

loveyou’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoo’’

Him‘’Ijusthopeyourothermotherwillloveme’’hesays

soundingnervous

Me‘’ohpleasewhowouldn’tloveyoumybigsweetbear’’he

laughs

Him‘’onourweddingnightIamgoingtoshowyouthatIcan

stillbeabeast’’Igiggleandblush

THANDIWE

IjustgotamessagethattheDrwouldliketoseeme

immediatelyandIampanickingrightnow,I

wonderwhatImighthavedone.Imanagetotakeaquick

showerandIjustcan’thelpbutcrackmyskull

tryingtofigureoutwhatcouldbesourgentbutIamfailing

dismally,soIdecidetostopandjustgofind

outwhatshemightwanttotalktomeabout.Igetoutofmy

roomandmakemywaytoheroffice,my

mindissofarIdon’tevenknockIjustwalkinandgostraightto



myfavoritespot,thecouchbythe

windowfacingthisamazingviewit’sbreathtakingIswear

Dr‘’thankyouforcomingThandiwe,Ijusthadtoshiftyour

sessiontoearlier’’

Me‘’iseverythingokay?’’

Dr‘’ohyesitis.Iamsureyouarewonderingwhywehaven’t

spokenaboutthesessionwehadwithyour

sister’’Inod

Me‘’yesIhavebeenwonderingbutIhavelearnttonevertryto

figureouthowshrinkswork’’shelaughs

Dr‘’right.SoThandiweIwasveryimpressedwithhowyouwere

rawwithyouremotionsandhow

honestyouwerewithher’’

Me‘’Ifigureditwasabouttime’’

Dr‘’andthatwastheonlyreasonIwaskeepingyouinhereand

youfinallygavemewhatIwantedandI

amproudofyourprogress’’

Me‘’thankyou’’shesmilesandhandsmeapaper

Dr‘’pleasesignthisdischargepaper’’Ilookatherwiththe



widestsmileonmyface

Me‘’areyouserious?’’

Dr‘’IammyThandiwe,butontheconditionthatyoucomein

onceaweekforpostretreattherapyjust

toseehowyouaredealingwithbeingoutthere’’Inod

vigorously

Me‘’IwillbehereDr’’Isaysigningthepapers,excitement

consumingme

Dr‘’sosinceit’sstillearlyyoucanleavewiththecentershuttle

oryoucanwaitfortomorrowforyour

familytocomegetyou’’

Me‘’centershuttleplease’’shelaughs

Dr‘’can’twaittogetoutofherehuh’’

Me‘’Imissmychildren’’

Dr‘’Itotallyunderstand,rememberthefirstfivethings,carry

outeachandeveryone,alsosticktofixing

yourrelationshipwithyoursisterandIwantyoutoknowthatI

amproudofyou’’

Me‘’Iwilldoctorandthankyousomuchforyourhelp’’

Dr‘’IamgladIcouldhelpyou’’



Me‘’letmegopack’’

Dr‘’IwillcallonMondaytodiscussthatonedayyouhaveto

comeinforthatsession’’

Me‘’Iwillwaitforyourring’’Igotoherandhughersotightly

Dr‘’whoknewthatyoucouldbethissoft’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohplease,thanksagain’’

Dr‘’keepwellThandiweandallthebest’’

Me‘’youarethebest,continuedoingthisamazingjoband

helpingpeoplelikeme’’

Dr‘’Iwill’’shesaysandIwalkouttopracticallyrunningtomy

room,Ican’twaittoseemychildrenGod.

IowemylifetoSizakelefordoingthisforme.Ifeellikethebest

visionofmyself.Iamhappyand

contentwithwhereIamrightnowbutIamwarntheworld,

theybetterbereadyforwhoIamaboutto

becozsheisgoingtobringfire,sheisthestormandeveryone

bewarned.

OLIVIA



Icantakeallthisnonsensefromhissisterbutnotfromhis

mothertoo,IloveStevenbuthisfamily

seemsliketheyareouttheretodestroyme,IknowIhaveto

justrememberourloveforeachotherand

hopethatitallowsustofightthrougheverythingtogether,but

whenIrememberwhatmybestfriend

sufferedinthehandsofawomanwhobelievedshewasnot

worthyofherson,Ican’tfindmyselfinthe

samepredicament.Whentheyhateyoutheywilldoeverything

intheirpowerstogetridofmeandas

muchasIloveStevenIwouldratherwestopnowthanholdon

andhavehisfamilytearusapartandby

thenitwillbreakme.IamhurtingasitisbutIthinkthisisthe

rightthingtodo.thatdayhismother

rainedinsultsonmeIdroveawaywithabrokenheart,Iknewhe

willdriveaftermesoIdidn’tdriveto

myflatandIwentstraighttomyfather’shouse,hewon’tthink

tolookformeheresinceItoldhimthat

Sizaanddadleftcozit’sunderrenovations,buthehasbeen

blowingmyphonesinceandIknowthatI

amhurtinghimbutIamalsohurting,buttodayIdecidedtotell



himwhereIamsowecantalk.Iam

sittingbythepoolawayfromthenoiseinthekitchen.

Him‘’heybaby’’hestartlesme

Him‘’ohIamsorrylove,thepeopleworkinginsidetoldme

wheretofindyou’’

Me‘’it’sokayIwasjustlostinmytrainofthoughts’’hewalks

towardsmeandIstand,hechargestome

andfoldsmeinhisarms

Him‘’Iamsosorrymylove’’hesay’sandIjustcry

Me‘’theywillneverlikemeSteven’’

Him‘’theydon’thavetomylove,foraslongasIloveyou,Iwill

protectyoufromthemIswearbabe’’

Me‘’youwillgettiredoffightingwithyourfamilyStevenandI

don’twantyoutolivelikethat’’

Him‘’don’ttalklikethispleasebabe’’

Me‘’Iloveyousomuchbutyourfamilywillalwaysfightus,it

willgettiringatsomepointandwewill

callitquits,betterwedoitnow,atleastwedon’thavesomuch

invested’’



Him‘’OlivianonevernoIamnotloosingyoubabe’’

Me‘’StevemybestfriendlostherdaughterbecauseVusi’s

motherhatedher,believedthatshewasnot

goodenoughforherson’’

Him‘’IknowbabyIknowbutIwillprotectyouOliviaplease,

don’tripmyheartoutofmychest,don’t

takeawayallthelove,happinessandpossibilitiesyoubrought

intomylifebabyplease’’hesayscrying

andthissideofhimiskillinghim

Me‘’babyplease’’

Him‘’Iloveyoupleasedon’tdothistous’’hesaysgoingdown

onhisknees

Me‘’IloveyoutwoStevenbut’’

Him‘’nobutsbaby,ourlovewillgetusthroughthisplease’’his

tearsfallandIjustgoonmykneestoo

Me‘’IloveandIdon’twanttodothisithurtsmetoobutthey

willneverstop’’Iamcryingmyself

Him‘’don’thurtusbabyplease,ourloveisstrongerthanthis

babeplease,Oliviayouchangedme,got

metalkingaboutmarriageandhavingkidsandbuyingbig

housesandgoingtoschoolplayspleasedon’t



takethisawayfromuspleaseIneedyou’’hesaysandkissesme

sopassionately

Him‘’IamnotlettingyougoOliviaMotaungdoyouunderstand

me,youaremyforeverandnoteven

myfamilywillcomebetweenus.Meandyouarenotbreaking

upnotnownotever.Iloveyouandyou

lovemeandIwillfixthisokay’’Inod

Him‘’sayitbabe’’

Me‘’wearenotbreakinguplove’’hewipesmytearsandIwipe

his

Him‘’IamyoursOliviaandIwilldorightbyyou.Iamgoing

somewherenow,canIpleasefindyouat

homewhenIgettherepleasenana’’hesaysandkissesandI

returnithungrily,wehaven’tmadelovein

afewdays,hestopsthekissandleaveslookingfurious,my

heartishappythathedidn’tlistentome

VUSI

Iamwithmyfatherbythegardenhavingayoungdrink.My

headismilesaway,Ican’tstopthinkingof



Siza’soutbursttheotherday,shedidn’tseemherselfandIam

reallyworriedabouther,Itakeasipof

mydrinkandtrytofigureouthowIamgoingtotellDalithat

Sizarefusedtocomeandseeher,Ihave

neverseenmymothersodesperatetoseesomeonebutwe

agreedthatwewillletherbeshouldshe

saynoandIplantokeeptomywordIdon’twanttocause

Sizakelemorepain,wehavealreadydidalotofthatmymother

andI.

Him‘’Vusi,what’srunningthroughyourmind’’

Me‘’eishbaba,ImetwithSiza’’

Him‘’anddidyouaskher’’Isigh

Me‘’yesIdidbababutsherefused,Ihaveneverseensomad

before,shedidn’twanttohearanyofit’’

Him‘’Idon’tblameher,Imeanshesufferedgreatlyinyour

motherscareandlet’snotpretendthatDali

isresponsibleforherdaughter’sdeath,youknowverywellhow

muchSiphephelomeanttoher’’

Me‘’Iknowbaba’’

Him‘’whatIhavealwayslovedaboutthatgirlwasherhumility



andpureheart,shewillcomearound.I

havealwayswishedthatyouwouldhavecomebackforher;she

wouldhavemadeagreatwifeand

mother,butyouwerefoolishandarrogant’’

Me‘’pleasebabaIknowwhatI’velostbutIhaveUrielandIam

satisfiedwithher,Iloveherandsheis

amazinginherownright’’

Him‘’atleastsheisn’tlikethatotheroneyoupaidLobolafor’’

hesayslaughing

Me‘’Imadeamistakeokay’’heshakeshishead

Him‘’youareonestupidboy’’hesaysandsipsonhisdrinkand

mywomanbringsdadandIfood.

MBUSO

ThesepeopleIhiredformyhousearejusteverythingthey

finishedeverythinginjust3daysandImust

admititlooksamazingyoh,mydaughtersroomisfitfora

princess,theyeventurnedoneoftherooms

intoherplayroom,Iprayshelikesitthough,Ihadtocomesign



insomefewthingsthataregoingto

arrivesoIcouldn’tgogetLwethu,soIaskedRefiloetobring

her.mydoorbellringsandIgoopenfor

themandtomysurprisesheiswithBandileandSam,you

shouldseethesmileonmyface.

Me‘’heyguys,whatalovelysurprise’’IsayandtakeLwethu

fromRefiloe

Sam‘’wantedtocomeseethenewhouse’’

Me‘’youcouldjustsayImissedyoubaba’’shelaughs

Bandile‘’canwesleepovertoo’’

Me‘’ofcourseyoucanguysthisisyourhometoo’’

Sam‘’Iamchoosingaroomfirst’’shesaysalreadyrunningup

thestairsandBandilefollowsscreaming

Me‘’somethingswillneverchange’’Isaylaughing

Ref‘’theyarestillcompetitive,nicehousebytheway’’

Me‘’thanks,andforalsobringingthekids’’shesmiles

Ref‘’inthatcaseIwillheadtothekitchenandstartmaking

somesnacksforus’’

Me‘’noneedforthat,Iwilltakecareofthat,meandthekids



willbefine’’IsaytakingLwethu’sbag

fromher.

Ref‘’ohokaybyeIguess’’shesaysandturnmybackonher

Me‘’guyswhatdoyouwantmetoorderforyou,andIam

choosingthefirstmovie’’Iscream

noedits

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER115

GADAFI

Iamofficiallysomeone’shusbandtraditionallyanditfeelsso

damngood,mysisterhasneverbeenso

happyandexcitedforme,shecriedariver.Sheiffussingover

NtombiandourdaughterandIthinkshe

willbegoingbacktoMafikenganytimesoon.Iwantedtotake

careofmywifeanddaughtermyselfand

withherthereshewon’tletme,Iappreciateherpresence

though.Immediatelyaftermyelderscame



backhometotellusthateverythingwentwell,Ijuststayed

withthemforonedrinkandIdrovelike

crazytothehospitaltotellNtombithatwefinallyhitched.Iget

toherroomandfindherbreastfeeding

Letlotlosheiseventalkingtoher

Her‘’soIwantedyoutoknowthatyourdaddyandIarevery

blessedtohaveyouasourbaby,youhave

broughtsomuchjoyintoourlivesbaby,thankyouforchoosing

usbutyouaresuchatraitorbabywhy

didyouhavetolooklikeyourfatherthismuchhuh’’Ilaughand

shelooksback

Me‘’myDNAisstrongerbabe’’shelaughsandIwalkineven

furtherintotheroom

Her‘’yeahrightIamsohurtshame’’

Me‘’Iamabarrierofgoodnews’’

Her‘’IamMrsyou?’’

Me‘’damnrightyouaremybaby’’shegigglesandstandsup

puttingLetlotlodownandcomestohugme

Her‘’IamsohappyohmyGod’’



Me‘’Iamthehappyone,thanksbaby’’

Her‘’thankyoumyloveforgivingmeallofthis’’

Me‘’andIwilllivemylifegivingyoumore,justlovemetheway

youdo’’Isayandbringsmyfacedown

tohersandourlipstouch,wekissandmydaughterstarts

crying,IletgoofNtombiandgopickherup

Her‘’LetlotloissojealousmyGod’’

Me‘’shewantsalltheattentiontoherself’’sherollshereyes

andsettlesdownonthecouchsinceIam

onherbed

Her‘’sobaby,arewebuyinganewhouseorwemovinginto

thatone?’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwantustodolove?’’

Her‘’yourhouseismoreofabachelorhouseIwashopingwe

couldgetafamilyhouse’’

Me‘’thenconsideritdone,Iwillafewrealestateagentsto

comeshowyouwhattheyhaveandyouwill

decideandwhenyoufeelbetteryou’llgoviewthemandchoose

andImylovewillmakethepayment’’

Her‘’thankyou,youarejustthebesthusbandever’’



Me‘’simplybecauseyouarethebestwife’’sheblushesandI

lookatLetlotlowhoissucklingonher

thumbfordearlife

Her‘’Iamcravingchickensoupfromthatrestaurantyouloveso

much’’

Me‘’eishyougonnahavetowaitforMondaylove’’

Her‘’whyisthat?’’shesaysfoldingherarmsandIlaugh

Me‘’theydon’tserveitonweekends’’

Her‘’ohboy,Ijustwanttoeatsomethinggreat’’

Me‘’IamgonnahavetotalktoRazor,heneedstofindanew

chef’’

Her‘’ohbabe,thefoodhereisgood,justtoohealthy,limited

saltsandspicesaswellassugar,foodisetherboiledorgrilled

notfried,butIamjustcravingnotsohealthyfoodrightnow’’

Me‘’Iunderstandbabe,Iwillgogetsomethingforyounow’’I

standupandhandherthebabyandkissherlips

Her‘’thankyoubabe’’

Me‘’Iwillbebackjustnow’’Isayandwalkout

STEVE



Mymotherreallyhurtmygirlfriendthatshethoughtofending

ourrelationship,IfoundOliviaandi

don’twanttolivewithouther,Ihavealreadymadeplantomake

hermineandmineforeversothis

experienceofnearlylosingherscaredme.Ihavenevercriedlike

thatinfrontonawomaninmylife.I

lovehermorethanwordscandescribe.Iamsomadatmy

motherIamdrivingtoherhouselikea

maniac,Ijustwanttotellherapieceofmymindandgohome

tomywoman,Ijusthopetheywillsee

andfeelhowseriousIamrightnow.Igettothehouseandpark,

Iwalkinandfindheranddaughter

dearestintheloungehavinglunchandlaughing

Me‘’doyouseethatnonsensethatyoupulledtheotherday,

mamadon’tyoueverandImeaneverdo

thattomygirlfriendagain,doyouunderstandme?’’

Ma‘’whothehelldoyouthinkyouaretalkingtoSteven’’

Me‘’Iamtalkingtoyoumama,whatyoudidcomingtomy

housetoinsultOliviabetternothappen



again,pleasehearmeandunderstandmeverywell’’

Ma‘’doyouseewhyIsaysheisnotgoodenoughforyou,you

areevencomingheretoinsultmefora

lowlifethatisafteryourmoney’’

Me‘’whythehellwouldOliviawantmymoney,doyouknowmy

girlfriendsfather,hehassomuch

moneyIthinkOlivia’sallowanceismorethanmysalarysoreally

whywouldshebewithmeifnot

becauseshelovesme,shedoesn’tneedevenR100fromme’’

Noni‘’thenwhydoesshehavetotakeyourcard’’

Me‘’thatisnoneofyourbusinesswena’’

Ma‘’nosheisrighttoask’’Ilaugh

Me‘’becausesheismywomanandthat’swhatwed,Ispendher

moneyshespendsmine.Wearein

loveandwedon’tmindsharingeverythingwehavewitheach

other’’

Ma‘’youareafool,awomanwithmoremoneywillnever

respectyou’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youjustdon’thaveasolidreasonwhyyouhateherright

mama’’



Ma‘’shewillneverbewelcomedinmyhouse’’Isigh

Me‘’wellinthatcaseIamalsonotwelcomed’’

Ma‘’don’tbesilly’’

Me‘’nomamaIloveherandshelovesme,ifyourejectherma

yourejectmetoo’’

Noni‘’youwouldturnyourbackonusbecauseofher’’

Me‘’Iamsayingdon’tmakemechoosebetweenyouandher

becausetrustmeyouwontlikemy

decisionnotevenonebit’’

Ma‘’youwouldn’tdareSteven,Icarriedyou9months,Iraised

you,fedyou,paidforyourschoolingand

madeyouthemanthatyouaretodaynowyouwanttoturn

yourbackonmebecauseofsomegirl’’

Me‘’youhavealwaystaughtmetofollowthewordinthebible’’

Ma‘’whatdoesthebiblehavetodowiththis’’

Me‘’itsayamanwillleavehismotherandfatherforthewoman

heloves,orsomethingalongthose

lines.Andifyoudon’tstopthisnonsenseIwillleaveyourlife

andyouwillneverseemeagain,Iwill

marryOliviaandyouwon’tbeapartofit,wewillhavekidsand



youwillnevereverseethem’’

Shewasnowcrying

Noni‘’Stevendon’thurtmamalikethis’’

Me‘’butit’sokayforthebothofyoutohurtOliviaright?’’

Ma‘’becauseofagirlyoudothistome’’

Me‘’Ihopeyouhaveheardmemama,Iloveherandnoteven

myfamilycantearusapart’’Isayand

walkoutleavinghercrying.Sometimesformymomtohearyou

havetobehashanditwillgetthrough

toherbecausesimplehumanconversationsseemtobe

challengingforher.

SIZA

Wegottomamashouseandshewasthrilledtoseeus.Ohhow

Ihavemissedher,Irememberourtime

herewithmydaughter,itwasalmostwarmandhomelyandmy

daughterusedtoloveithere.ithas

alwaysfeltlikehome,whereIwaslovedunconditionally,Iwill

alwaysbegratefultoMaNtuliformaking



mydaughterslastdaysomagical.Ihadjustfinishedcooking

dinnerandMowastakingabathandhe

askedtonapalittlebeforedinner.Hewashappytofindthat

mamahaselectricity,Imightbelivingin

thecitynowbutIcanstillleavewithoutelectricityprovided

thatmyhusbandiswithme.Ifishand

removethepotsfromthestoveandIwalkouttofindmama

underatree,it’salmosteveningbuttrust

metheheatisstilltoomuch,Ichangedintoafloralmaxidress

andslidestocooldown.Mamais

drinkingsomewifewhichIgotforher,shehasalwaysbeena

loverofthegrapes

Me‘’isitnice’’

Her‘’toomuchbaby,Ievenfinishedthebottle’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamhappyyoulovedit’’

Her‘’thankyouforallmygiftsbaby,theyaresoexpensive’’

Me‘’youdeservethemlove’’

Her‘’youhusband,isafineman’’Iblush

Me‘’Iamblessed’’



Her‘’heistheblessedonebaby,youareGod’sgifttohim’’I

smileather

Me‘’hewouldagreewithyouonthatone’’

Her‘’Ihavealwayswishedthatsomethingcouldhappenwith

youandmyboyMandla’’

Me‘’Iamsorrymama’’

Her‘’it’sokaymybaby.Iamjusthappythatyouhavefound

yourhappiness,andthewayhelooksat

youIcantellhelovesyou’’Iblush

Me‘’helovesmesomuchmama,andIthankGodforhim

everyday’’

Her‘’respecthimandkeephimhappyalways’’

Me‘’IpromiseIwillmama,sowhathasbeenhappeninginthis

village’’shesigs

Her‘’haiSiza,thevillageisunderfire,theKinghaddisappeared

forawhileandjustafewweeksagohis

wivesfoundhisbodyatthepalace,hewasbadlyinjured,hewas

openeduplikeheunderwentsurgery

orsomething’’Iactshocked

Me‘’ohmyGodthatissad,Ican’tbelievetheKingisnomore,

butwhowoulddosuchathingmama’’



Her‘’haimybaby,nooneknows,buttheisarumorthathewas

usedbyanotherKingfromsomeother

kingdomtostrengthenthem,theysayhewasusedasahuman

sacrifice’’Iputmyhandonmymouth

Me‘’myGod’’

Her‘’nowhistwosonsarefightingforthethrone’’

Me‘’butit’sknownthatthefirstsonistheheirapparenttothe

throne’’

Her‘’that’strue,butthefirstsonwasbornoutofwedlock’’

Me‘’bathongidramaengaka(somuchdrama)’’

Her‘’youcansaythatagainmntanami’’

Me‘’haimama’’

Her‘’IhavemissedyousomuchSiza’’

Me‘’IknowmamaandImissedyoumore.Ipromisetovisit

soon’’

Her‘’haiIwanttovisityourhousebeforethewedding’’

Me‘’yespleaseIwouldlovethatverymuch,I’llbeabletospoil

youproperly’’

Her‘’haiibutthatcityofyours’’

Me‘’trustmeyouwillenjoy,justlikeMaMthethwa’’



Her‘’haiyourmotherlookslikethepresident’swifesisiyoh’’I

laughandwejustcontinuehavingachat

THANDIWE

Thedrivetomymother’shouseislongormaybebecauseIam

eagertogethomeandseemyfamily,ifI

couldIwouldjustaskthisguytogivemethecarandIwilldrive

myself,patienceThandiwepatience,

youhavebeengoneforacoupleofmonthsafewmoreminutes

won’thurtman.Ijustwonderifthey

willbehappytoseeme,IjusthopeIfindthemathomeIknow

mymomdoesn’tlovestayinginher

housepluswithNtombistillinthehospital.Wefinallydrive

throughintoAlbertonandIstartgivinghim

directiontomyhouse.HestopsatmygateandIpressthe

intercomandasecondlatermymomspeaksthroughthe

speaker

Her‘’hello’’

Me‘’openupplease’’



Her‘’Thandiwe?’’

Me‘’yesmamait’smepleaseopen’’thegateslidesopenandthe

guydrivesin,mymotherisalreadyby

thedoorlookingconfused,Igetoutofthecarandthedriver

helpsmeretrievemythingsfromtheboot

andthenhedrivesout

Her‘’Thandiwebaby,whatareyoudoingathomepleasedon’t

tellmeyouleftwithouttheiradvice’’I

laughandshakemyhead

Me‘’nomamaIgotdischarged,shewashappywithmyprogress,

butIneedtogoonceaweek’’

Her‘’ohmybabycomehere’’Igotoherandwehugsotight

Me‘’wherearemybabiesmamaImissthemsomuch’’

Her‘’theywentovertotheirfather,theirgrandmotherasked

forthemyesterday’’’

Me‘’Ineedtogogetthemimmediatelymama’’

Her‘’Iunderstandmylove,Iamhappythatyouarehomeand

youlookreallygodThandiwe’’Ismile

Me‘’thanksmama,wherearemycarkeys?’’

Her‘’Iwillgivethemtoyou,let’sgetthesebagsinthehouse’’



wecarrythebagsandwewalkinside,she

givesmemykeysandipracticallyruntothegarageandIdrive

out,gettingtoSizwe’shousetookablink

ofaneye.Igetthereandthehouseisstillthesame,the

securityopensformeandIdriveinandwalk

out,Ipressthedoorbellandthemaidopened

Her‘’madamwhatalovelysurprise’’Ismilesweetlyather

Me‘’it’sjustThandiweplease,isyourbosshere’’

Her‘’yesMrandMrsDlomoarebothhere,pleasecomein’’we

walkinandfindthemintheloungeall

loveydoveyandIdon’tevenfeelapinchofhurtnothing

whatsoever,Sizweisthefirstonetoseeme

Him‘’ohmyGod,MaThawhatalovelysurprise’’

Me‘’heyguys,Iamsorryforshowingupunannounced’’

Him‘’nomanit’sallgood,it’snicetoseeyou,whendidyouget

out’’

Me‘’IgotoutacoupleofhoursagoandIgothomemymomtell

methatthekidsarewithyou.Imiss

themsomuchIcouldn’twaitIjusthadtoseehim’’Isay

Her‘’ohItotallyunderstand,buttheyarenotherebutmamais



bringingthembackinafew,shetook

themoutforicecream’’ThatosaysandIsigh

Him‘’youcanwaitforthemifyoudon’tmind’’Sizwesaysand

rememberoneofthe5thingsIsaidI

woulddowastositdownwiththemandtalkaboutco-

parenting’’

Me‘’Idon’tmindplusweneedtotalk’’

Him‘’yesIhopingsotoo,butyoufirst’’hesays

Her‘’pleasesitdownThandiweandwhatcanIgetforyou’’

Me‘’justaglassofsparklingwater’’shelooksatthemaidand

sheleavesafterThatogiveshersome

orders

Me‘’soIwantedustodiscussaplanonhowwearegoingtoco-

parent’’Iseehimsmile

MBUSO

Ihaveamissedcallfromaprivatenumberandit’sworryingme,

Thandiwehasbeenonmymindheavy

thesepastfewdaysandwhatifshewastheonecallingandI



missedhercall,what’smorefrustratingit’s

thefactthatIcan’tcallback.IwishIcouldcallsomeoneatthe

centertoaskifsheisstillthereorshe

hasbeendischarged.IthinkIamgoingtogocrazyifIdon’t

hearfromhersoon.Onthelighternote,my

daughterlovesstayingwithme,sometimesRefiloecallsmet

nightcozshecriesforme,atfirstIthought

shewasjusttryingtomakeLwethuanexcusetomakemegoto

herhousebutwhenSamcalledtotell

mehersisterisscreamingherlungsoutcozshewantsBambi,

that’swhatshecallsmeanditmeltsme

eachtime,IjustputhertosleepsoIcanhaveaconversation

withNandi,mysister.

Her‘’shemakesyousohappyImeanlookatyou’’Ilaugh

Me‘’sheismywholeworldsis’’

Her‘’Itotallyunderstandbro,buthowarethingsbetweenyou

andSamandBandile’’

Me‘’wearetryinghey,wespendtimetogetherandtheyeven

haveroomshere’’

Her‘’yourbrotherwon’tlikethatonebit’’



Me‘’Iknow,hehasalreadytoldmethattostayawayfromhis

kids’’shelaughs

Her‘’thenerve,IalwaysknewBhut’Mphathiisselfishbutthis

oneshameittakesthecake’’

Me‘’yeahhey’’

Her‘’Iamgoingtomissyousomuch’’Inarrowmyeyes

Me‘’whatdoyoumean,whereareyougoing?’’

Her‘’Ihaveanoffertobethepianistforthebiggestmusic

groupinLondon’’

Me‘’youmovingtoLondonpermanently?’’shenods

Her‘’IamconsideringitbhutiIjustwanttobefarfromyour

brotherandmother’’

Me‘’Idon’tblameyousis,Idon’tevenknowhowtolookatma,

shehasprovedtimeandtimeagain

thatshewillalwaysprotectMphathinomatterwhat’’

Her‘’andthenshewillmanipulateustobelievethatit’sto

protectallofus’’

Me‘’Iamsodonewithherreally’’

Her‘’shehasbeencryingaskingmetobegyoutopleasetalkto

her’’



Me‘’Iamnotgoingtodothat,mamadoesn’tdeservemyear,

lethercontinuewithherpreciousson’’

Her‘’that’swhyIamgoingaway’’

Me‘’Iamgoingtomissyoutoobabygirl’’

Her‘’IloveyoubhutiandIwantyoutobehappyokay,Ipromise

toalwayskeepcontactandvisitwhenI

can’’

Me‘’IloveyoutooandIwillbesuretoalwaysflytherewith

Lwethu’’

Her‘’youbetter’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwanttodrink’’

Her‘’tequilaplease’’

Me‘’Sdakwalomtwana’’shelaughsandIgoget

Her‘’ngifuzewena’’Ilaughshakingmyhead.Igettothekitchen

andmakeLwethu’sbottlefirstthen

pouradrinkformysisterandI.

Noedits.Iloveyouallguys.

SIZASTRIBULATIONS



CHAPTER116

THANDIWE

Sizwe,hiswifeandIagreeonwaystoco-parent,weagreedthat

hewillcontinuepayingfortheir

schoolingandnowhewillincreasetheirallowanceforthe

upkeepandalso,theywillhavethekidsevery

forthnightsothattheycanalsohavetheirtimeasacouple,it

wasmysuggestion,theirfatherasked

thathesometimeshasaccesstothemduringtheweekandI

agreed,wekepttheiraccessopenincases

ofemergencyandIthinkthat’showitshouldbe.Ialsoasked

thatIcommunicatewithThatoinsteadof

himjustsoIcanrespecttheirunionandIthinkIwillcause

fewerproblemsforourarrangement.Ihave

beenoutandIfeelamazingreally,evenmychildrenlovehaving

mommyaround,twoweeksathomeI

amjustatpeace,Ihavedoneeverythingonmylistexceptfor

two,Istillneedtotakemybabiesona

vacationanddecideonschoolorbusiness,Ihavebeendoing



someresearchandIthinkIwillhavea

decisionsoon.Siza’sweddingisinlessthan2weeksandIam

gratefulthatshemanagedtosqueezeme

inandIwillbeoneofherbridesmaidsGodIamsoexcitedfor

thatreally.todayIammeetingwithher

andthedesignersohecantakemymeasurementsanddoall

thedressestheotherbridesmaidshave.

WearemeetingintheNorthandwhenshesentmethenamef

herdesignerIalmostfainted,Imeanthe

boymakesclothesfortherichandfamousandIalmostforgot

thatmybabysisterfitsintothatcategory

now.Igettotheirstudioandthereceptionistshowsmewhere

thedesigneris

Him‘’ohyoumustbeThandiwe’’hesays,heissogayandIlove

him

Me‘’yesIamSiza’ssister’’

Him‘’myGodyougirlshavethemostperfectskinever’’Ilaugh

Me‘’thankyou,whereisshe?’’herollshiseyes

Him‘’ohthatonemyloveisalwayslategetusedtoit’’hesays

andthereceptionistcomesbackwith



threeglassesandabottleofchampagne

Me‘’ohmyIloveyourwork’’

Him‘’ohthankyouhoneybutyoursistersattireshastobemy

bestweddingcollectionbyfar,andshe

helped,don’ttellherbutthegirlhasstyle’’webothlaugh

Me‘’yoursecretissafewithme’’hewinksatmeandsipshis

champagne

Him‘’theseareyourdressespleasejustchooseastylefor

everyoneofthem’’ohmyGodthesedresses

areamazingGoshthetextureofthematerial

Me‘’ohmyGodIcanalreadyfeelthismaterialonmyskin’’

Him‘’Iknowright,makesjusticetomywork’’

Me‘’GoshIcanjustseehowbeautifuleveryonewillbethatday’’

Him‘’Ijustneedtofindmeamanasrichasherfiancétogive

meaunlimitedbudgetformywedding’’I

wasabouttosaysomethingwhenthedooropensandmysister

walks

Her‘’IamreallysorryIamlate,Mowasjustactingspoilttoday’’

Istandup

Me‘’heysisit’sokay,haven’tbeenherelong’’wehugandshe



kissesmycheekandgoestogreetthe

designerwhoissoexcitedtoseeSizakele

Her‘’miamor’’

Him‘’mybeauty,Ihavealreadymadesurethatthebubblesare

ready’’theylaugh

Her‘’ohyeshoney,Ineedtoquenchthethirst,butwedrinking

onebottlethough,Iamtakingmysister

outforsomelatelunchandmaybeamovieandshoeshopping’’

shelooksatmeandIjustsmile

Me‘’Iwouldlovethatsis’’

Him‘’inthatcaseThandiwemyloveletgetsome

measurementsofyoudarling’’Iputmyglassdown

andgotohim,hedoeshisbusinessandoncedonewefinishour

champagnewillwelistentohimtaking

allsortsofthingsmakingmysisterandIlaughliketomorrow

doesn’texit,afterweleaveforthemall

RAZOR

ItriedbyallmeanstogetSofttostaywithmeatthehotelbut



shewashavingnoneofit,shewouldn’t

evenallowmegowithhertothedesignercozshewantssome

sistertimewithThandiweafterwards

andthat’sthereasonIlethergo,Ilovehowhappiershehas

becomesincetheystartedworkingontheir

relationship,thisiswhatshehaswantedallheradultlife.I

couldn’tbeatthehotelroomoneminute,I

justneedustogobacktoourhouseatleastthatisin3days

cozeverythingisfinewewerejustwanting

onthesmellofpainttofadeawayinourbedroom,andImust

admitthechangesshemadeareamazing

really.Sinceit’sSaturdayandmywifeditchedme,mybrother

alsotoldmethattheywenthouse

shoppingwithhiswifeanddaughter,letmenoteventalkabout

Olivia,sinceshestartedwiththatboyI

hardlyeverseemychild.Idecidedtocomedownsstairstothe

barandgetsomedrinkandmaybesome

seafoodplatterforone,whilewaitingfortimetopassforthe

matchtostart.AvoiceIknowverywelldisturbsme

Her‘’heydaddy’’sheisbehindmeandIjustfreezeandturn



aroundtofaceherafterwhatseemslike

forever

Me‘’Mercy’’Isaycoolly,lookingatherremindsmeofher

betrayalbutevenso,myheartlongstobring

mybabyinmyarmsandtellherallit’sokaynowbutthe

rationalmevotesagainstit

Her‘’howareyou?’’shesays

Me‘’Iamokay,howareyou’’

Her‘’Ihavebeenbetterdaddy’’shesaysandtheisanawkward

silence

Her‘’canIjoinyouplease’’Isigh

Me‘’surehaveasit’’sheplacesherbagontheotherchairandI

getachancetolookather,shehas

changedsomuch,lostsomuchweight,hercomplexionhas

darkenedandherhairisunkempt,

somethingisseriouslywrongwithher

Her‘’daddyfirstofallIwouldreallylovetoapologizefor

everythingthatIhavedonetoyou,thehurt

andpainIhavecausedeveryonewhenIconnivedwithFiona,

daddyIamreallyforwhatIdidtoOlivia,I



havecausedeveryonesomuchpain,Iamtrulysorrydaddy

please’’shesayscryingandIjustlookather

withmyheartbreaking

Me‘’whythoughMercy,whydidyoudomelikethat?’’

Her‘’daddywhenFionacamebackshemademethinkthatyou

loveOliviamorethanmeandshealso

mademebelievethatyouwillalwayschooseyournewwifeover

meandIboughtherstorybecauseof

howyoudidn’tstandupformewhenVusileftmeforyour

wife’sfriendandyoudidnothing’’

Me‘’Icouldn’tforcethatboytoloveyouMercy,youcouldhave

beenmiserable’’

Her‘’Iknowthatnowdaddy,pleaseforgivemeplease.Iam

tiredofleavingmylifeawayfrommy

family’’shesaysandthatmeltsmyheart

Me‘’Imissyousomuchbabygirl’’

Her‘’ImissyoumorepapaIswearpleaseforgiveme,Iwillnever

doanythinglikethatagain’’

Me‘’wherehaveyoubeen’’

Her‘’Ihavebeenlivingwithafriendofmine,cozFionawouldn’t

tellmewherethemoneyfromthe



previoushouseis’’

Me‘’sosheiswithacoupleofmillionrandsfromthesaleof

thathouse’’shenods

Her‘’Ijustwantedtobelievethatwecouldbeafamilyagain

thatmaybeshewasgenuinewhenshesaid

shewantedtobeourmotheragain’’Isigh

Me‘’it’sokaybaby,IwilldiscusswithSizakeleawayforward

theninformyoursisterthenIwillgetback

toyouokay’’Isayandshesmiles

Her‘’thankyoupapaandIpromisetobethebestdaughter’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat,havelunchwithme’’shenodsandit

feelsgoodtalkingwithmychild

SIZA

MysisterandIfinishatthedesignerandIamgladtohave

involvedherinmywedding,Ididsaywewill

behavinglatelunch,Ijustcan’twaitformyweddingandmaybe

everythingwillcalmdown,Iamjust

gladthattherenovationsaredoneandwecanfinallymove



backtoourhousein3days,trustmeIlove

stayingatthehotel,nocooking,nochoreswhatsoeverbutI

missmypersonalspace.Wegettothe

restaurantandthecarguardwhoalwayslooksoutformyride

appearsandIjustsmilesweetlyathim

Me‘’babahowareyou’’

Him‘’Iamverywellthankyoumybaby,ithasbeenawhilesince

Isawyou’’

Me‘’IknowbabaandIamsorryforthat,howisthefamily’’

Him‘’theyareallgoodandmydaughtersaidthanksforthe

uniformandmywifewashappywiththe

groceriesshesaysGodwillcontinuetoblessyou’’Ismile

Me‘’amenandamenbaba’’IcheckinmywalletandrealizeI

don’thavecash

Me‘’siscanyougivemeR100ifyouhaveit’’shelooksinthe

purseandhandsittome

Her‘’hereyougobabes’’

Me‘’babapleasetakethisandbuysomelunch,Iwillseeyou

whenIgetcomeback’’



Him‘’thankyoumybaby,Iwillrunquicklytothatplacewhere

theysellproperAfricanfood’’hesays

andrunsoff,maThaandIjustlaughandwalktotherestaurant,

theyshowustoourtableandweorder

Her‘’thankyoufordoingthis’’

Me‘’Ilovespendingtimewithyousis’’

Her‘’metooSiza,youarejustthebestreallyandIlearnso

muchfromyoueveryday,lookatwhatyou

didforthatmanandhisfamily’’shesaysandIsmilebuther

expressionquicklychanges

Me‘’what’ssis’’Iaskedalarmedseeingherheadburiedinher

hands

Her‘’IgaveawaytheR100Mbusowrotehisphonenumberon’’

shesaysandInarrowmyeyes

Me‘’whoisMbusoandwhyishewritinghisnumberonmoney’’

shegiggles

Her‘’MbusoisafriendofmineImethimatthecenter,hegot

outbeforemeandIdidn’thaveaphone

andpapersohejustwroteinonmoney’’

Me‘’howromanticncooo’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’didn’tyouhearmesayfriendofmineSiza’’Ilaugh



Me‘’Ifyousaythatmntakama(mymother’schild)’’

Her‘’howthehellamIgoingtogethisnumbernow’’

Me‘’girlhaven’tyouheardofsocialmedia’’

Her‘’Idon’tthinkMbusoisonthesethings’’

Me‘’worrynotyouhaveme,Iwillhelpyoutrackdownyour

friend’’Isaythelastpartsarcastically

Her‘’mxm,anywayhavetheyfinishedyourkitchen’’

Me‘’itlooksamazingsisyoh,Iknowhavemyownclosetandhe

hashisofcoursehisissmaller,andin

ourbathroomwehaveseparatesinksandmirrorssowedon’t

getineachother’swaywhenheshaves

andIdomyhairandstaff’’

Her‘’thatwassmartbutIamdyingtoseethekitchen’’

Me‘’wecangoseeittomorrowafternoonifyoulike’’

Her‘’okayIamgame,andIwantedyoutohelpmewith

somethingsis’’

Me‘’talkmetomedearsister’’Isayandshesipsher

champagne

Her‘’thebusinessIwanttoventureinandthecourseIwantto

do’’Inod



Me‘’youwonderingwhichonetopick’’

Her‘’yessisIamsoconfused,Ijustwanttogetmylifeinorder’’

Me‘’doboththenbaby,youaresodeterminedIbelieveinyou,

youcanmakeitwork’’

Her‘’youthinkso’’Inodandholdherhandsandgivethema

reassuringsqueeze

OLIVIA

SoSteveninvitedmetohisgrandmothersbirthdaybraai,I

agreedtogobecauseitisnotathismother’s

housesoshewon’treallymakemefeelsmall,theotherreason

beingit’shispaternalgrandmotherand

hedidmentionthathisgrandmacan’tstandhermotherand

yesthatjusthadtomakemehappy,I

decidedtobuyhisgrandmotheragift,itwasjustabag,

sunglassesandascarf,Ididn’tknowwhatelse

togetanelderlyfabulouswoman,trustmefromthephotosbae

showedmesheknowsherstaff,weget

toherhouseandit’sbeautiful,shelivesinSebokengintheVaal,

gettingtheremypalmsstartstosweat,

andIwonderwhatifshewillbeworsethanmyboyfriend’s



mother.

Him‘’heybabywhat’swrong’’hesayssoundingworried

Me‘’whatifshehatesmemorethanyourmother’’helaughs

Him‘’don’tworrybaby,sheisgoingtoloveyou’’hesaysand

givesmeareassuringsmile,thengetsout

ofthecartogetmydoor,Iwalkoutandretrievethegiftsand

flowersfromthebackandwewalkin,

peoplearealreadytheredrinkingingroupsandhaving

conversations,laughterandhappinessseemsto

betheorderoftheday.Steveintroducesustoafewpeople

beforewefinallygetinthehouse.Thefirst

peoplewemeetinthekitchenishismotherandsisterandIjust

feellikedisappearing

Me‘’dumelang’’

S.mom‘’Stevenwhatdon’tyouunderstandfromtheword

Familygathering’’

Noni‘’youcanaskhimagainmama’’myboowasabouttostand

upformewhenhisgrandmaI

recognizefromthephotosappearsfromthelounge

Granma‘’NoniItoldyoutostopbeinganeviltwinwithyour

mother,nomanwilleverlookatalittlegirl



withsuchabitterheartandwenatalkingaboutfamily,areyou

family?Remembermysondivorcedyou

yearsagoandyoudon’twanttoacceptthatbutyoustillfeel

theneedtocometomyhousetoplay

daughterin-law,mygrandkidsaregrowntheydonotneedyou

toaccompanythemanymore’’shesays

tothemandtheyremainsilent,ohtheyareafraidofothersI

see,sheturnstoSteveandI

Granma‘’ohmybaby,comegivemeakiss’’Stevegoestohug

hisgrandmotherandshekisseshimon

thelip

Him‘’infrontofmygirlfriendreally’’shelooksatmeandsmiles

Granma‘’youmustbeOlivia,ohsheismoreprettythanthe

photosyousendmekawhatsApp,it’snice

tofinallymeetyoumybaby’’shesayspullingmetoher,howold

isthisladyagaintobeusingtheapp

Me‘’it’snicetomeetyoutoogranny’’shelaughs

Granma‘’heeOlivia,letjetjelaotshwanalenna(ayoungvirgin)

grannyIrefuse,pleasecallmeEvie’’she

saysandwelaugh

Me‘’gotit,andhappybirthdayEvie,IgotthisforyouIhopeyou



likethem’’shesmilesndopensthem

andscreamsalittle

Grandma‘’Ilovethemsweetheart,thankyousomuch,and

welcomefeelathomeokaydon’tletanyone

walkalloveryou’’shekissesmylips

Him‘’Itoldyoushewillloveyou’’hewhispersinmyearandI

justblush

Grandma‘’haiiNonitakemybeautifulflowersandgoputthem

inthewater,thevaseisunderthesink,

andgositwithyourcousinsIdon’twantyounearyourmother

today,Iwantyoutobeachild’’

Noni‘’okayEvie’’shesayssocalm

Grandma‘’Mpolokeng’’sheshoutsandaladyourageappears

‘’pleasegiveNonithatsavannayoulove,

Iwantmygrandbabytobeachildtoday’’shesaysandthelook

onStevensmothersfaceispriceless,I

amlovingEviesomuchithurts.Mybabyleadsmeouttothe

gazeboandwesitwithhiscousinsand

theirwifesandhusbandsandsomegirlfriendslikeme,the

groupisamazingandthevibeisjustona100

IamreallyenjoyingeveryminutehereandIjustwanttoravish



thatbraai

Him‘’Iloveyousomuchbaby,andthanksforcomingwithme

andmeetingmyfamily’’hesaysandIsmileandpeckhislips

quickly

NoEdits

Anotherchapterwillfollowlaterthat'siftheelectricitydoesn't

playanumberonuslikeitdidthewholeofyesterday

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER117

SIZA

IhaveameetingwithmysisterandIjustfinishedpreparing,I

madesuretohavebreakfastwiththy

husbandsohedoesn’tsulkwhenIhavetoleave,remember

yesterdayIpromisedtotakehertomy

housesothatshecanseethekitchenandmybedroom,Iwalk

totheloungewhilstlotioningmyhands,I



bringmyeyesupandfindOliviahavingadrinkwithherfather.

Me‘’ohheyyouwhatalovelysurprise’’shestandsupandwe

shareahug

Her‘’heybabe,youlooknicegoingsomewhere?’’

Me‘’Iamtakingmysistertoseethehouse’’

Her‘’canItagalong’’

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat’’Molemoclearshisthroat

Him‘’canIpleasetalktoyoutoobeforeyoutakeoff’’

Me‘’okaybabe’’Isaysettlingdown,histoneisworryingme

Her‘’what’supdaddy’’hesighsdeeply

Him‘’soyesterdayiwasdiningdownstairsandMercycameto

seeme’’

Her‘’ohboy’’

Him‘’Oliviapleasejustlisten’’

Her‘’okayIamsorry,whatdidshewant?’’

Him‘’wellsheacknowledgedhermistakesandhowshe

betrayedusasafamily,sheaskedfor

forgiveness’’Olivialaughs



Her‘’goodforher’’

Me‘’that’sgoodright?’’Iasknotknowingwhattosay

Him‘’Ibelievesomylove.Ilovedhavingtositdownwithmy

daughter,IhavemissedhersomuchIhave

neverbeensoworriedaboutherlikeIwaswhenwewerenotin

contact’’

Her‘’soyouforgaveher’’sheasks

Him‘’ofcourseIdidbaby,sheisalsomylittlegirl,Ijustwanted

toletyouguysknow’’

Me‘’okaythanksforinformingus’’

Him‘’thereissomethingIneedtoaskfromyouSoft’’

Me‘’Iamallears’’

Him‘’Fionawon’tgiveherbackthemoneyfromthesaleofher

house,shehasbeenlivingwithafriend

ofhersandshesaysitsnotingoodconditions,sinceIamnot

readytobuyheranotherhouseor

apartmentIwashopingshecouldmoveinwithusforawhile

tillIcanseethatsheisreadytogetherlife

together’’Ihaveahugelumponmythroatmakingithardfor

metorespond



Her‘’youdoknowthatshedoesn’tlikeSizaright?’’

Him‘’shepromisedshehaschangedbabyplease’’

Her‘’ifyousaysodaddy’’Ijustremainsilentnotknowingwhat

tosay

Him‘’Softbaby’’hesay

Me‘’mmhhh?’’

Him‘’whatdoyousay?’’ifIrefuseIwillcomeacrossashating

hischild,ifIagreeIwillhavetosharemy

spacewithherandOliviaisrightMercydoesn’tlikememuch

andIdoubtitwilleverchange

Me‘’it’syourhousebaby,andsheisyourchildsoIguessit’s

fine’’

Him‘’Softit’sourhouselove’’

Me‘’yeahsure’’Iamreallynotlookingforwardtostayingwith

herbutwhatcanIsay

Her‘’ohdaddy,Ihopeshehasindeedchanged’’

Me‘’Iwillseeyoulater,Livlet’sgo’’Isaytakingmybagandcar

keysandleavehim

MBUSO



BeingbackatworkanddoingwhatIloveiseverything,mylife

isontherightpath,Iamreclaimingita

dayatatime,andtheisthebonusmybabyLwethushemakes

thislifethingeasierforme,Ithink

findingoutthatsheisminejustmademewanttofighttobe

muchbettertoensurethatIbecomethe

bestfathertoher,IlostayearofherlifeandIamgoingtolive

mylifemakingupforlosttime.Myoffice

isstillthesameandmyassistantisstillasnoseyasever,the

firstIcamebacktoworkshewaspestering

mewantingtoknowexactlywhereIhavebeenandwhyI

disappearedwithouttellingher,that’sLillyfor

you,acallcomesinfromher

Me‘’yes’’Isaycoolly

Her‘’bossIwasjustremindingyouthatyouhaveyouhavean

appointmentat12atclubnation’’ohyes

oneofmyprivateclients,IammeetinghimtotellhimthatIam

backandIwillgobacktohandlinghis

businessbookstakingoversomeoneIrecommendedheuse



whileIwasaway,heheardIwasbackand

hemadecontacthenceIwillbemeetingwithhim

Me‘’Istillrememberthankyou’’

Her‘’andsomeoneisheretoseeyou’’

Me‘’whoishe’’

Her‘’yourbrother’’IfrownwonderingwhatthehellMbuso

wouldwantfromme

Me‘’okaysendhimin’’Isayandplacethephonedown,I

continuedoingmyworkandthedoorburst

open,noknocknothing,thismanisarrogantmyGod

Him‘’whatdidIsaytoyou’’

Me‘’allthismoneyandyoucouldn’tbuymanners’’herollshis

eyes

Him‘’IamnotheartoplayMbuso’’

Me‘’Idon’tbelieveyoucouldcomeallthewaytomyworkplace

toplaywithme,wearenotfriendslike

thatMphathi,sotowhatdoIowethevisit’’

Him‘’youseeSamkeloandBandilearemychildrenandIwant

youtostopplayingdadtothem’’

Me‘’youletmedoitforover10yearssowhydoyouwantme



tostopnow’’

Him‘’becausenowtheyknowwhotheirrealfatheris’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youaresounbelievable’’

Him‘’juststaythehellawayfrommykids,Iwillprovide

everythingtheyneed’’

Me‘’doyouthinkthat’swhatbeingaparentisallabout,

flashingmoneyatthem’’

Him‘’itdoesthetrick’’

Me‘’younaïve,self-centerednarcissist,ittakesbeingthereand

askinghowschoolwent,helpingwith

homework,attendingschoolfunctions,goingtorestaurants

whenallyouwanttodoissleep,sayingno

tothingsyouknowtheyreallywantbecauseyouwanttoteach

themthatyouwon’talwaysgetwhat

youwant,notmoneyMphathi.Ifyoureallycareaboutthemyou

willeitherwalkawayorbeareal

parent,don’tusethemtofightabattlewithmeIknownothing

about,cozhonestlyyouarefighting

alone’’heclenchhisjaws

Him‘’youseewhatyoujustsaidtothattoyourdaughterandI

willraiseminethewayIwant’’



Me‘’Idon’thavetimeforthis,IbelieveBandileandSamwill

decideiftheywantmeintheirlifeornot’’

Him‘’don’ttestmypatienceMphathi,oryouwitllfindyourself

backatthatlooneybinyoujustcame

backfrom’’Ijustlaughandpackmylaptopandafewfilesand

standuptakingmyphoneandcarkeys

Me‘’seeyourselfoutMphathi,Ihavesomewheretobe’’

Him‘’Ihopeyouheardme’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’byedearbrother,andgreetyourfiancéforme’’Isay

walkingoutandIhearmydoorslammingand

himwalkingbehindmemumblingunderhisbreath

THANDIWE

WewenttoviewthehouseandGoditistodiefor,Isawwhy

shewasspeakingmoreabouther

bedroomitisbreathtaking,butguysthekitchenmanJesusI

thinkIwillalwaysbesleepingoverather

place.Olivia,mysistersbestfriendsaidsheiscravingribsand

chipsfromclubNationandeventhoughI



didn’twanttogoIagreedImeanIhavenothingagainstthem

nowandyestheyaretodieforsoIagreed,wehadjustfinished

thelastofitonourplates

Liv‘’damnIneededthat’’

Me‘’thanksforsuggestingit,Ididn’trealizehowmuchImissed

eatingthis’’welaugh

Siza‘’Iamwatchingmyweight,Idon’twanttogainatthelast

minute,andneithershouldyou’’

Liv‘’don’tworrybabywewillbeinshapelookingperfectnextto

you’’

Siza‘’youbetter’’shesayssippinghersparklingwater

Me‘’whattimeisit,IneedtopickupKayisefromdaycare,my

boyhassoccerpracticesotheschool

shuttlewilldrophimlater’’

Siza‘’youstillhave2hourssis’’

Me‘’okayatleast’’

Liv‘’guysIwasthinkingweshouldorganizeaminibabyarrival

showerforNtombiiftheissomething

likethat’’



Siza‘’exactlycozweneverhadababyshowerforher’’

Me‘’canitbeafteryoureturnfromyourhoneymoon’’

Liv‘’yeahtruewealreadyhavetoomuchonourhands’’weall

agreeandIamdistractedbyafaceI

knowverywellwalkingtotheofficewithSizwe,theyare

laughing,Inarrowmyeyes

Siza‘’maTha,what’sup,youlooklikeyouhaveseenaghost’’

Me‘’IthinkIjustsawMbuso’’

Siza‘’thewritesphonenumberonaR100noteguy?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yeahhim’’

Siza‘’thenwhyareyoustillsittingtheregoandsayhihao’’she

saysnudgingmewithherelbow

signalingmetogetup,andIquicklyroseonmyfeetandhead

toSizwe’sofficeandknock,heshouts

comeinandIdoso,Mbusohashisbacktome,Sizwesmilesas

heseesme

Sizwe‘’aomaThawhatalovelysurprise’’hesaysandIsmileat

him

Me‘’ohyeah,sorryfordisturbingIjust’’heturnedtolookatme

andsmiledstandingup



Mbuso‘’Thandiwe’’hesays

Me‘’Ithoughtthatwasyou’’Isaywalkingnearhimandwehug

Mbuso‘’myGodyoulooksogood,whendidyougetout’’

Me‘’2weeksago’’hefrowns

Mbuso‘’andyoudidn’tcallmewhy’’hesayssoundingsad

Me‘’IkindoflosttheR100’’Isayandhelaughs

Mbuso‘’Iamhappytoseeyousowillletitslide’’hesays

Sizwe‘’okayokay,howdoyoutwoknoweachother’’

Mbuso‘’wewereatthesameretreatcenter,howdoyoutwo

knoweachother’’henods

Sizwe‘’ohThandiweisthemotherofmykids’’Mbusolooksat

me

Mbuso‘’heisyourexhusband?’’

Me‘’yepheis’’

Mbuso‘’wowsmallworld.Wehaveameetingnow,pleasedon’t

leave,Iwillfinishthenwecanhave

drinksplease’’Iblush

Me‘’Iwouldlovethat,you’llfindmeinthethere’’Isaysmiling

andhereturnsit



Mbuso‘’Iwillbetherejustnow’’Iletgoofhishandandsaybye

toSizwewithaconfusedface

MERCY

ImovedinwithmyfriendVickyafewweeksagoandwesold

thehouse,wehavebeenfinancingour

lifestylewiththemoneyofthesale,myfathercalledafew

hoursagoandaskedtoseeme,soIneeded

himtoseewhereIstaynowsohecanseethatheneedsto

acceptmeback,soIsendhimmylocation

andhesaidhewillbeheresoon,Iavoidedtakingalineof

cocaine,andGoddon’tIneedmyfixyoh.The

housewasabittidy;everythingwaswhereit’ssupposedtobe.

Asecondlatertheisknockonthedoor

andIgoopen,helookslikeheownstheonestheworldbutmy

dadhadalwayslookedlikethat,thehighandmightyRazor

Motaung.

Me‘’heydaddythanksforcoming’’

Him‘’surebaby’’



Me‘’pleasecomein’’hegetsinadwegositdown

Him‘’whereisyourfriend?’’

Me‘’shewenttowork’’

Him‘’ohokay’’

Me‘’sorryformakingyoudrivedownhere,justthatIdon’thave

gas’’

Him‘’itsokaybabyIdon’tmind’’

Me‘’Iwouldofferyousomethingbutwedon’thaveanything

here’’

Him‘’Iamokaynana,Ihadsomethingbeforecominghere’’

Me‘’okaydaddy’’

Him‘’soIspoketoSizaandOlivia’’Ishiftalittleonmychair

Me‘’and?’’Isaywiththelowestvoice

Him‘’SoftagreedthatyoucanmoveinwithustillIfind

somethingforyou’’

Me‘’thankyousomuchpapa,andOlivia?’’hesighs

Him‘’sheisnotreadyforyouMercy’’

Me‘’IunderstandIwillgivehersomespace’’

Him‘’thanks,andMercyrememberthatSizaismywifeandthat



isherspace,pleaserespectherandour

union,respectherspaceandherthings,trytomakeitwork

please’’

Me‘’ItotallyunderstandandIwilldojustthatIpromise’’

Him‘’good,sowemovingbackhomeonTuesday.Youcancome

inonWednesday’’

Me‘’okaythat’sokayIwillbethere,andthanksagaindaddy’’

Him‘’Ican’tstaylongbuttakethisandbuysomegadand

groceriesforthetimebeing’’hesayshanding

meastackofR200notes.Wehugandheleaves.Iwaittillhis

cardrivesoffandIgobackinsideandjust

screamhappy.YesIamfinallybackin.Ithrowmyselfonthe

couchandstartwigglingmylegs;Istandup

andcomebackwithmycokeandacardmakingafewlines.Let

thecelebrationsbegin

Noedits

Caneveryonewhoreadsthestorypleasereact,Ijustwantto

seesomething,pleaseguysjustreactplease



SIZASTRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER118

THANDIWE

MbusoandIhavebeeninconstantcommunication,wetalk

everymorningandbeforewesleep,heisa

greatguyreally,webotharetryingtogetourliveinorderandI

thinkthat’soneofthereasonswhywe

getalongsowell,hewentthroughsomethingsimilartomine

whichmakesmeunderstandhimbetter

andviceversa,buthonestlymyfamilymakesitabiteasieron

theothersideheisdoingthisalonecoz

heisnotingoodtermswithhismotherandbrother,theonly

personclosetohimishislittlesisterand

sheisnotaround,wonderinghowIknowallofthis,welltheday

wemetattheclubwestayedand

spokeforhoursmysisterevendecidedtogetKayiseformeand

godropheroffathomewithmama.I

gothomeaftermidnightIswearwebothdidn’trealizethetime;

wejustwentonandon.Ithasbeena



fewdayssincewemetagainandheaskedthatIhavelatelunch

withhimathishouseandIagreed,he

knocksoffat4pmandhesuggestedIgettohimataround5.I

findmamainthelivingroomwithKayise

andboyboywatchingcartoons

Me‘’mamaareyousureyouaredoingtobeokay?’’

Her‘’justgobabywewillbeokayIpromise’’

Me‘’thankyoumama’’

Her‘’it’sapleasurebutdon’tcomebackpregnantorafter

midnight’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Itoldyouwejustfriendsmama,wewentthroughthesame

thinganditseasierforustotalkto

eachotherthanotherpeople’’

Her‘’IunderstandmaTha’’Ilookatmywatchand4:45pmI

takethekeysandmybagandwalkoutafter

kissingmychildren.IpunchinhisaddressontheGPSandstart

thecar,ittakesme38minutestoget

therebecauseofthetraffic.Ipresstheintercomatthegateand

asecondlaterbaritonevoicecomes



throughthespeaker

Him‘’hello’’hesaysandIfeelbutterfliesgoingcrazyinmy

stomach

Me‘’heyit’sThandiwe’’

Him‘’okaycomeonin’’hesaysandthegateswingsopenandI

drivein,hishouseisveryniceandfamily

like.Buthedidsayheboughtitforhisdaughter.Iparkandhe

isalreadyatthedoorwaitingforme,I

walktohimandhelookssolazyinhiscargopantsandawhite

pologolft-shirt,heisbarefootGodandI

mustsayhisheighttodayisonsteroids,heopenshisarmsfor

meandIgogladlyandwefoldeachother

inawarmembrace,Godhesmellsheavenly,Iamlostinhis

arms,thefeelofhimchocolateskinunder

myhandsGodhelpmethismanissinconsideringhowlongit

hasbeensinceIgotsome.

Me‘’nicehouse’’IsaybreakingthehugbeforeIaskhimtotake

metobed

Him‘’thankyouThandiwe,shallwe’’hesaysofferinghishand

andItakeit,heleadsmeinandthedécor



matchesthehouse.Theisabigportraitofalittlegirlandhim

inhislounge

Me‘’Lwethu?’’Iasknottakingmyeyesoffit

Him‘’theoneandonly’’

Me‘’sheissopretty’’hesmiles

Him‘’thanks,andthatisSamandBandileoverthere’’hepoints

toanotherframebythewall

Me‘’yourkidsarebeautiful’’Isayandhekissesmyknucklesand

weheadtothekitchenandheletsgo

ofmyhand

Him‘’Ihopeyouarealoverofdrywhite’’hesays

Me‘’myabsolutefavorite’Irespondandhepunchestheairin

victory

Him‘’Iknockedoffearlytocookforyou,hopeyouwillenjoyit’’I

blush,nomanhasevercookedforme

Me‘’ncooothat’ssosweet,IamsureIwillloveit’’Isayandhe

handsmemyglass

SIZA



TodayMercyismovinginandIreallydon’tknowhowtofeel

aboutallofthis,firstofallshehatesmy

gutsandIdoubtitwilleverchangesothefactthatweare

goingtobeineachothers’facestakesallthe

oxygenfrommylungs,IknowthishouseifhugebutGodwith

thatgirlhereItwillfeellikea4roomed

house.Iwaspackingourthingsbackinmycloset,Ihadalready

arrangedhisanditlooksgood.Idecided

tonotgotocampustogetitdone.IsmellhiscologneandI

knowheishome.AsecondlaterIfeelhim

wraphimarmsaround,honestlythingshaven’tbeenrosey

betweensincehesaidhisdaughterismovinginher.

Him‘’heymywifey’’

Me‘’heyMo’’

Him‘’Softmylovewhat’swrong’’

Me‘’nothingMolemo’’

Him‘’youarecallingmebymynamesoIknowit’ssomething

babypleasetalktome’’Isigh

Me‘’thisthingofyourdaughtermovinginwithus’’heletsgoof

me



Him‘’Iknowyoudon’tgetalongbutIspoketoherandshe

promisedtorespectyou’’

Me‘’it’sokayMolemo’’

Him‘’Softbabyplease,sheisabouttoarrivecanweplease

makeherfeelwelcomed’’

Me‘’pleasedon’texpectmetopretendtobehappytoseeher’’I

sighsdeeply

Him‘’Iknowyouarenotbutcanyoubecivilthough’’

Me‘’Idon’tthinkthatwillbeaproblem,howlongisshe

planningonstaying?’’

Him‘’IwillgethersomethingsoonasIcantrustherIpromise’’

Me‘’Isee,andohIwillbemovingbackhomeonSunday’’

Him‘’pleasedon’tdothistousbaby,wearegettingmarried

nextweekweshouldbehappy,don’tleave

becauseofMercy’’

Me‘’Ineedtoleavebecausewearegettingmarriedmymother

wantsmehometheentireweek’’Isaya

partiallie,yesIhavetobehomebutmymomdidsayIcould

comeonWednesdaynextweek,Ijust

don’twanttoseeMercyinthehouseonmyweddingweekso

shecanruinmymood



Him‘’understandably,comegivemesomesugar’’hesays

smilingandtriestopullmetohimbutwe

hearsomeoneshoutinghisname

Me‘’yourguestishere’’Isayandswaymyhipsawayfromhim

andIhearhimmumblesomething,I

walkdownstairsandhefollows,wefindMercyandVickyandI

justlaugh

Him‘’welcomehomebabygirl’’

Mercy‘’heydaddyandthanksagainfordoingthisIreally

appreciateit,heySiza’’

Me‘’hiMercy’’Isayandjustsitdown

Mercy‘’thisismyfriendVicky,babethisismyfatherandhis

wifeSiza’’

Vicky‘’itisapleasuretomeetyouMr.Motaung,andwemeet

againSiza’’

Him‘’ohyouknowmybeautifulwife’’

Vicky‘’yessir,weusedtoworktogetheratclubnations’’he

thanksher

Vicky‘’youhaveabeautifulhome’’henodsandIjustrollmy

eyes,cozIcanseerightthroughher

Me‘’excusemeIwasbusyupstairs’’Isayandwalkbacktoour



bedroomandcontinuewhatIwasdoing

Him‘’babydidyouhavetobethatcold’’

Me‘’pleasedon’texpectmetoforgetallyourdaughterdidto

meandtoyou,behappyandjubilantthat

sheisbackMojustleavemeoutofit’’

Him‘’Sizakele’’

Me‘’IambusyhereIamnotinthemoodtotalkaboutMercy,

andIhopeherfriendisnotmovingintoo

Him‘’ofcoursenotbabythisisjustatemporaryarrangement’’

hesaysandIleavehiminmycloset

RAZOR

IthasonlybeenonedaysinceMercymovedinbutItellyouthe

tensioninmyhouseisjustsothickyou

canliterallycutitwithaknife,mywifeisnothappywiththe

wholethingandnowIfeelsobadfor

invitingMercyintoherhome,Imeanwejustcamebackfroma

verydifficulttime,shehasn’tcompletely

healedfromherdaughter’sdeathandnowIbroughtsomeone



whohadahandinherpassing,Iamsuch

afool,butIamherfatherwhatwasIsupposetodoreally?

throwmychildouttoo,Ijustwishwecould

findanamicablesolutiontothiswholething,Iknowgettingher

ahouseiswhatcouldmakethisright,

butIneedtofindoutifshehasgrownenoughtohandlelifeon

herown,Ineedtoconvincehertoget

herlifetogetherandIbelieveIcandothatwhensheiscloseto

me.IneedanoutsideopinionhenceI

aminmybrothershousetoseehim

Him‘’sorryman,sheisfinallyasleep’’

Me‘’fatherhoodsuitsyoubrother’’

Him‘’thanksmanthatlittlegirljusthasmewrappedaroundmy

finger’’

Me‘’Icanseethathey’’

Him‘’thishouseisjustsowarmwithherandNtombihere

finallyfeelslikehome’’Isigh

Me‘’IwishthatwasthecaseinmyownhomeGadafi’’hefrowns

Him‘’what’swrongyoufoughtwithSizakele?’’



Me‘’notdirectlyImeanMercyfinallyapologizedandshetold

meshehasnowheretoliveandstaffIfelt

realbadandItoldherIwillspeaktoSoft,whichIdidbutit’s

onlynowIrealizedshesaidyessoshe

doesn’tseemlikeshehatesmydaughter,thetensioninmy

houseG’’

Him‘’youcanbestupidsometimesman’’

Me‘’comeonG’’

Him‘’nomanRazor,it’sgoodthatMercyfinallycamebackto

hersensesbutallowingherinyourwife’s

spaceistotallydumb,youknowshedoesn’tlikeyours’’

Me‘’Ijustwantedtokeepaneyeonher,persuadehertogo

backtoschoolorstartthatbusiness’’

Him‘’thatshouldhavebeenthetermsofherreturnbackto

yourlife’’Isigh

Me‘’Iknowthatnow’’

Him‘’oneweektoyourweddingandyoudothis’’

Me‘’don’tremindmeofthat,weshouldbehappythatfinally

ourbigdayisapproachingbutnopewe

arenotongoodtermsandit’sonlybeen1daymanbutImiss

mywifesobad’’



Him‘’yeahyoulooklikeshit’’

Me‘’don’trubitin’’

Him‘’fixthismessMolemo,thatwomanisyourlife,Iamnot

askingyoutopickbetweenherandyour

childbutallIamsayingisbecareful’’

Me‘’justtellmehowtofixthis’’helaughs

Him‘’nooneknowsyourwifebetterthanyousofigureitout’’

Me‘’youareuselessman,justgopourmeadrink’’

Him‘’cognacorArmagnac’’

Me‘’givemescotch’’hegoestohistopourandcomesbackwith

twoglasses

Him‘’IwantedtodiscusssomethinghappeninginItalybutIwill

holditoff’’hesayshandingmemyglass

Me‘’justsharewithmeitwilltakemymindoffthing’’

Him‘’okaysotroubleiscomingthisside,thosemufuckerswant

totakeovermyfirearmsoperationsinGermay’’

Me‘’wheredidyouhearthis’’

Him‘’ZainecalledmeRazorandhesaystheItaliansareworking

withsomeWestAfricans’’

Me‘’fuck,youneedtofindout’’Isayandhegulpshisdrink



down

SIZWE

Iamsobusywiththesepapers,butmyheadkeepsmovingto

ThandiweandMbuso,thewaytheywere

thelasttimeinmyofficeworriesme.Iwonderiftheyaredating

orsomethingcozwowitistooearlyfor

Thandiwetothinkofgettingintoarelationship,sheneedsto

focusonourkidsman,eishwhydoIeven

carewhatThandiwegetsuptowithherlifeImeanIamhappily

marriedandherprivatelifeshouldn’tbe

myconcern,butIcan’thelpbutfeellikesheshouldtakeiteasy,

Idon’tthinksheisreadyafterallIam

theonlymansheknowsandthesemeanwillplaywithherthen

mychildrenwillsufferthe

consequencesofthat,IneedtotalktoMbusotoleaveheralone.

DamnSizwegetagriponyourself

Thandiweisagrownwoman,youhaveThatorememberthat.

thedoortomystudyathomeopensand

mywifegetsinlookingnice



Me‘’finallyyouarehome’’shesmiles

Her‘’sorrymybabywasjusthelpingthemanagercloseup’’

Me‘’nopenotworkingforme,Imeanwepayherenoughtobe

abletoclosedownalone,youaremy

wifeyandIwanttoseeyoufirstthingwhenIgethome’’she

blushes

Her‘’ohreallynow’’shecomesandsitsonmylap

Me‘’yesMrs.Dlomo’’wekiss

Her‘’ohbabybeforeIforget,RememberThandiwewantstogo

onthatvacationwiththekids’’

Me‘’yesandIsaidIwillfundit’’

Her‘’ohyesshecalledtoaskaboutitbabe,sowhenwillyou

depositherthemoney’’

Me‘’theirVisa’sstillneedapprovalbaby’’

Her‘’shesaystheembassycalledandtheywillbereadysoon’’

Me‘’okayIwilltalktoherwhenIgogetthekidsonFriday’’

Her‘’it’sherturntodropthemoff,Sizwedoyoueverlookat

therooster’’

Me‘’justalittleconfused’’



Her‘’yourheadhasbeenallovertheplaceforafewdaysnow’’I

sigh

Me‘’businessisjuststressfulbabe’’

Her‘’inthatcaseweneedtorelax,howaboutwedrivedownto

MafikengthisweekendIknowyoulove

beingaroundmyfamily’’sheisrightherunclesandcousinsare

aballoffire,funtobearound

Me‘’Iwouldlovethatbutthekids’’

Her‘’IwillcallThandiweandfindoutifshewouldmind’’

Me‘’ifsheagreesIamallinIpromise’’shegetsofmeallexcited

andgoesout,Itakeoutmyphoneand

goonmywhatsAppIcheckpeoplesstatusesandIseethat

Thandiwepostedafewpictures,firstoneis

ofherinabeautifulbodyhuggingdresscaptionedsexymomma

oftwo,shecouldn’thavechosena

betteronedamn,thesecondisofaglassofwineandaplateof

two,nocaptionthelastisavideoofher

andMbusolaughing,captionedhecookedformeandnowheis

anentertainer,amanwithmany

talents#friendshipSoBeautiful,Ifeelmyheartpoundingfrom

mychest,IamstungbyjealousyandI



don’tknowwhyIamfeelingthisway.Ipoweroffmyscreenand

bangmyphonealittleonthedeskand

walkouttofindmywife,andmakelovetoher,Ican’tbejealous

overmyexwifebeingfriendswith

Mbuso,butisthatallthereistoitImeanIdidseehowshe

blushedwhenshewastalkingtohimand

thatVideo.NoSizwestopthinkingaboutthis,Thatoishere,

sheisamazingandyouloveher.Isayto

myselfandmysubconsciousjustlaughs,andIslaphimdownso

quicklyIdon’tneedhimconfusingme

NoEdits.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER119

SIZA

ItisFridayandIamsotired,thisdaywastheworstmyGod,

tests,assignmentsandpresentationshave

mebytheballsandIstillhavetoensurethatmywedding



preparationsaregoingonsmoothly,yes

thingsinmyhousearestillverytenseandItrybyallmeansto

avoidMercybutIswearsheisgoingout

ofherwaytomakemefeelherpresenceinmyhousewhenher

fatherisnotaroundandohyoushould

theangelsheIswhenMoisathome,Idon’tevenwanttowaste

mybreathetellinghimwhatMercyis

doingtome.Igethomefromschoolandsitinmycarforabout

30minutesandintotalsilence,ididn’t

thinkacoupleofdaystoourweddingmeandmyhusbandwill

besoclosedoff.Iamstartledbythe

knockonmywidowandit’sMolemoIsighandpressmy

windowdown

Him‘’baby,whyareyousittinginyourcar’’

Me‘’wasjustthinking’’

Him‘’ohSoft’’hewasabouttogosentimentalonmesoIjust

openmydoorandretrievemybooksand

laptopfromthebackandwalktothehouse,heisfollowingme

in,Ithrowmythingsonthecouchand

hedoesthesame,Igetintothekitchenandfreezeatthe



entrance,themessinthere,thedoorofmy

walkinfreezerisopenandit’sevidentfromthecoolnessinthe

kitchen,thedishesarepiledupinthe

sinkandpacketsofchipsandcontainersofmostofthe

leftoversarejustlayingaroundalloverthe

countertops,IlookatMoandhedeeplysighs

Him‘’babyIamsosorryIwilltalktoher’’Ichuckleandrollmy

sleeveupandstarttidyingup,hewas

abouttocometomewhenhisdaughterwalkedin,as

hyperactiveasever,Ifrown

Her‘’heyparents’’shesaysandgiggles

Him‘’Mercywhatthehellisthismess’’

Her‘’Iamsorrydaddy’’

Him‘’yoursorrywon’tcutitMercy,youcan’tbeathomeallday

andmakethismessthenexpectSizato

cometiredfromschooltotidyupandcook,noIwon’thave

that’’

Her‘’IamsorrypapaIreallyamjustthatIthoughtthemaids

willdoit’’

Him‘’haveyouseenthemaidsheresinceyoumovedin’’she

looksdown,Iputthedishesinthedish



washerandallthesnacksbackinthepantryandtheempty

containersinthetrashcan,heisstilltalking

toheraboutrespectingmeandourspacebutIamnot

interested,Iamnotstayingonemoreminute

withthisgirlhere.Iwalkupstairsandgotomyclosetandcome

backwithafewdressesandscarf’sand

leggingsthengotohisclosetandcomewithafewofhist-

shirts,IputthemintheweekenderbagandI

findmytoiletries,hewalksinandstartshurryingtomewhen

heseesmepacking

Him‘’softbabywhatareyoudoingmylove’’

Me‘’IamleavingMolemo’’

Him‘’Icanseethatbabybutwhy,youareonlyleavingon

Sunday’’

Me‘’changeofplansIamleavingnow’’Isayandhequicklypulls

himmetohim

Him‘’Sizaplease’’

Me‘’stopitMolemoplease,myweddingisinaweek,andifI

wanttobehappyandtoenjoymydayI

havetoleavenowbeforeyourdaughterruinsmywholemood

please’’



Him‘’Imissyou’’

Me‘’andyouthinkIdon’tmissyoutoo,IneedtoleaveIcan’t

existinthesamehouseasMercy’’

Him‘’pleasetellmeyoulovemeatleast’’Isigh

Me‘’ofcourseIloveyouMo,Iloveyouwitheveryfiberofmy

being’’

Him‘’IloveyoumorethanlifeitselfandIamsorrysobringing

MercyherebabyIreallyam’’hesaysand

Iwigglemyselfoutofherholdandgofindshoes,hesitsonthe

bedandburieshisheadinhishands

MANDLA

SaturdaysmeansIcanrestbutmyphoneisalwaysavailablein

caseIamneededatthehospital,being

chiefmeansIcan’tbeintheintheoperatingroomfrequently,

cozIambusywithpaperwork,ensuring

thatthehospitalrunssmoothlyandImustadmitImisssaving

lives,IthinkIwillstartperformingsurgery

firstthinginthemorningsothatwhenmydayaschiefstartsI

wouldhavebeenasurgeonfirst.Ihavea



meetingwiththegentstodayacoupleofbeersandthenthey

willleave,theseone’sarewhipped,they

leavetheclubearly,StevenlovesOliviasomuchthatshe

practicallydriveshimtotheclubthenswipes

alcoholforhimthenleaves,ifhewantstoleavehecallsherand

shepickshimupagain,ontheother

handVusichatstoUrieltheentiretimewearetogether,Idon’t

blamethemhavingagoodwomanwill

makeyoulikethat.Wearemeetingnowaround3sothatthey

canleaveearlybefore8or9pm.Itake

mykeysandphoneasIopenthedoorIamshockedbutapart

ofmehappytoseeher,shelooksgoodreallygood.

Her‘’heyPower’’

Me‘’Palesa’’Isaywithagrinonmyface

Her‘’lookslikeIcameatthewrongtime’’

Me‘’noIwasjustgoingtomeetwiththeboysnothing

important’’

Her‘’ohokay’’

Me‘’pleasecomein’’shesmilesandwalksinmansheisas

beautifulasthelasttimeIcouldremember



Her‘’thisplacehasn’tchangedmuch’’

Me‘’yeahyouknowme’’shelaughs

Her‘’yesIdo’’

Me‘’canIgetyousomethingtodrink?’’

Her‘’noIamfinethanks,Ijustcametoseeyou’’shesays

lookingdown

Me‘’PaliImissyou’’hesays

Her‘’youalwayssaythatthenkickmeout’’shesaysandIfeel

soguilty

Me‘’IwasgoingthroughthemostbabyandIdidn’tknowhow

totellyou’’

Her‘’Urieltoldmewhathappened’’Inod

Me‘’Iamverysorrybabyplease,Icametotalktoyourmom’’

Her‘’yeahshetoldmetheverysamedayyoucame’’

Me‘’Iwaitedandwaitedforyoucallofforyoutoshowup,I

wantedtomakeamovebutIwantedyou

todecidethatyouwantmeback’’

Her‘’soyouhaven’tmovedon?’’

Me‘’ofcoursenotmylove’’



Her‘’howsureamIthatyouwillnotthrowmeoutanymore’’

Me‘’ifwegetbacktogether,IwanttodothingsrightPali,I

don’twantustomovein,Iwantustodate

andtogettoknoweachotheragaingradually’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iwashopingforthesamething’’

Me‘’whatareyousayingtomebaby’’

Her‘’Iamsayingpleasecalltheguysandtellthemyoucan’t

makeitcozyouwillbechillingwithyour

girlfriend’’shesaysandIlaughandgositnexttoher

Me‘’mygirlfriendhuh,Ilikethesoundofthat’’Isaythencups

myfaceandkissesme

Her‘’letmegoslipintosomethingmorecomfortable’’

Me‘’isitlacyandred’’Itease

Her‘’Powerdownboy,Iamjustgoingtowearyourshortsand

vest’’shesaysandIlaugh

Me‘’letmejustmakethecallthenIwillcomechangetoo’’

Her‘’okaylove’’sheblowsmeakiss,Iamreallyhappysheis

backIwon’tlie.Thisonandoffmustend.

NARRATED



ItisthelastSaturdaybeforethewedding,soSizaandthe

bridesmaidshadtogoseethedesignertoso

theycanmakesurethattheirdressesstillfitsandmake

alterationswhereneeded,thedesignerswas

bubblyasalwaysandhappytoseethebride,hemadesurethe

wasenoughchampagneandfingerfoods

forSizaandherentourage,thegroomandhismencameearlier

onandthatmadethedesignertotalk

nonestopabouthowsexythosemenare,helaughedashetold

themhowMolemo’solderbrotherwas

uncomfortablewhenhetookhismeasurementscozheisgay,

couldn’tbelievehowbackwardssome

peopleare,thisisthefirsttimetheymetandhewillbeworking

onhisoutfitsthisweek.Theyfinished

andtheonlydressthatneededalterationswasOlivia’s,shewas

notsurprisedcozsheandSteveeatlike

thereisnotomorrow.Ntombihadtoleavecozshehadto

attendtoherprincessandUrielhadtogoto

work,shehadjustaskedsomeonetofillinforhersoshecould

come.Theladiesweresuperexcitedand



theywerealldyingtoseeSiza’sweddingdressesbutshe

wantednoonetoseehowshelooksuntilher

weddingday.Thebridehersisterandbestfriendcontinuedand

wenttomeetwiththewedding

planner,Sizahadtogiveherfinalapprovalonthelittlethings

suchaswhositsandwhichtableandwhat

not.theyalsohadtoensurethateveryonewhocomestothe

weddinghasaccommodationsincethe

weddingwillbeatsomevineyardinStellenbosch,thenicest

thingaboutthisvineyardisthatitisalsoa

hotelsothereceptionwillbeheldthereandtheguestswill

sleeptheretootoavoiddrivingundertheinfluence.

OLIVIA

OfcourseIgainedweight,ImeanhowcouldIhavedodgedthat

bulletwhenmyboyfriendandIeatfor

thewholeofAfrica,thisweekIneedtobedisciplinedcozIcan’t

riskgainingguysorthedesignerwill

skinmealive,wegettothemallandwalktotherestaurant

wherewearemeetingwiththewedding



planner.Wewalkinandmyphoneringsandit’sSteve,Itell

themtowalkinandIwillfollow,Idon’t

wanttoblushamongstthepeoplesoIstandoutsideandwe

talkforawhile,hewasjusttellingthatheis

intheUbergoingtotheclubtomeethisfriends,heaskswhat

timeIshouldpickhimupandIsayhewill

letmeknow.WeendthecallafterendlessIloveyou’s.Iwalkin

andfindthetabletheyareatandtheshockIfind

Siza‘’ohcomesitnexttome’’thepersonIamshockedtoseeis

alsoshockedtoseeme

Me‘’okaybabe’’Isayandtakethechairnexttoher

Siza‘’ohletmeintroduceyou,babethismyweddingplanner,

Noni,girlthisismybestfriendandmy

husband’sdaughterOlivia’’

Me‘’IknowhersheisSteven’sbabysister’’Iseeherswallow

Thandiwe‘’asinthatbitchyoutoldusabout’’sheblurtsout

unapologetic

Siza‘’maTha’’shegivesheranwhatyouknowitstruelook

Me‘’soyouareplanningmyfather’swedding’’



Noni‘’Iwasn’tawareofthatbutyes’’shesaysinalowvoice

Me‘’youaredoingagreatjobthough,sheishappyandIknow

myfatherwillbehappytoo’’

Noni‘’thanksOlivia’’shesays

Siza‘’okay,sopleaseshowthemthevineyard’’shepages

throughthealbumlabeledSiza’swedding

Me‘’ohmyGodbabeit’ssobeautiful,soclassy’’

Thandiwe‘’pleaselookatwherethereceptionwillbeanddiein

peace’’Ipeekandboyit’sbreathtaking

Noni‘’theysendmetheconfirmationforaccommodation’’

Siza‘’nowIcansleeppeacefullyatnight,Thankyou’’

Noedits
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CHAPTER120

RAZOR

Thiswholeentirehouseisemptyandcoldwithouther,did



Mercyhavetoshowupaweekbeforemy

weddingandjustturnmeandmywifeonourheads,Imissher

somuch,Imisstalkingtoher,helping

hercook,takinglonghotbathswithher,helpingherstudyfor

tests,Imeanthiswholebeforesheleft

shehasbeenstudyinganddoingitaloneinthestudy,thoseare

someofthethingsthatmadeusfallin

lovewitheachothermore.Igetupfromthebed;Isleptonher

sidesoIcouldtakeinherscentandbe

abletofallasleep.Irinsemymouthandmakemywaydown

stairs,Mercyisinthekitchendrinking

coffee,IhavebeenavoidinghersinceSoftleftandnowisthe

perfecttimetoaddressher

Her‘’morningdaddy’’shesayswithsomuchenergyandit’sonly

morning

Me‘’yesMercy’’

Her‘’sleptwell?’’

Me‘’no,mywifewasnotnexttome’’

Her‘’youreallyloveherhuh’’hesays



Me‘’somuchwhichiswhyIamgoingtosaythistoyou.Iasked

youpolitelytorespectSizakeleandthis

houseandnotevenaweekhereyouhadalreadycausedtension.

Mercythisisherhouseandafter

everythingyoudidyouarejustaguest,Iamtryingtoaccept

youbackintomylifeandhavethefather

anddaughterbondagainbutifyoucontinuemakingthings

difficultformywifeIwillcutalltieswithyou

completely.YouaremychildIloveyoubutstopthesesilly

stuntsbecauseyouthinkIwoulddieforyou’’

sheswallowsandIcanseesheisawareofhowseriousIam

Her‘’IheardaddyandIamverysorry’’

Me‘’onemorething,ifyouthinkyouwon’tbehaveorbehappy

forusatourweddingnextweekplease

don’tbothershowingup’’

Her‘’IwillbehavepapaandIamsorryplease’’

Me‘’Ihopeso’’Isaypouringmyselfcoffeefromthecoffee

machine,herfriendwalksin

Vicky‘’morningMr.Motaung’’shesaysandInarrowmyeyes

Me‘’youslepthere?’’



Vicky‘’yessirMercysaidit’snotaproblem’’

Her‘’Ithoughtyouwouldn’tmind’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ofcourseImindVickythisismywife’shouseandyoucan’t

inviteyourfriendstosleepoverhere

withoutherpermissionandworseinherabsence’’

Her‘’daddyI’’

Me‘’noMercynomoresorries,youneedtogrowupandfast

cozifyoudon’tIwillwashmyhandsoff

youforgoodthistime’’

Her‘’friendpleasegotakeashowersoIcandriveyou’’she

quicklyhurriesoutofthekitchen

Me‘’youaremakingmeregretwhyIallowedyoubackintomy

life’’

Her‘’pleasedon’tsaythat’’

Me‘’youhavecausedmechaosMercy,Sizaleftearlierthanshe

hadtobecauseyouaremakingher

uncomfortablenowyoudoingthisnonsenseandyouwantme

tobatmylashesandlooktheotherway’’

Her‘’Iwillhavemyacttogether’’

Me‘’youbetteroryouareoutofheredoyouunderstandme’’



shenodsandIclickmytongueandwalk

outrememberingOlivia’swordsthedayItoldherandSoft

aboutthis.Ineedtofindhersomethingso

shecangetoutofmyhairyohthischild

SIZA

Isittingoutsidewithmymothersharingabottleofwine,weare

havingalightconversationbutmyhead

isnothereatall,Imissmymansomuch,hecalledtoasktosee

melateronandIagreedIcan’tstaylike

thisandpretendlikeIamnotdyinginside.Thepreparationsof

ourweddingarealldone;everythingjust

needstohappennow.NoniwillgotoStellenboschonTuesday

becausethedécorofthereceptionis

waytoocomplexneedsalotoftimetocompletesheneedsto

makesurethatitisperfect,alsomy

designerwillflytherewithusFridayafternoonandthenIwill

bereadytogetmarried.Ntombihas

everythingundercontrolinthefooddepartment.OhOhand

MaNtuliwillbehereonWednesday,both



herandmymotherwillbewalkingmedowntheaisle.

Her‘’babywhatareyouthinkingaboutcozmanjeIamtalking

tomyself’’shesay’spattingmythigh

Me‘’sorrymama’’

Her‘’don’tsaysorryngithiwhat’swrong’’Isigh

Me‘’ImissMolemo’’shesmiles

Her‘’nowthatyouhavetouchedonthatsubjectandweareall

alone,tellmewhyyoucamehomeearly

cozIdidsayyoucancomeonWednesday’’

Me‘’justwantedhimtomissme’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’youtwomisseachafterseparatingfor3hourssotry

anotherlie’’Ilaughanddecidetotellher

Me‘’heinvitedMercytostaywithus,mamasheisjust

pretendingtolikemewhenherfatherisaround

butwhenwearealonesheshowsmetherealher’’mamalaughs

Her‘’andyoufledyourhousebecauseofthatbrat’’mamasays

Me‘’Ididn’twantmymoodtoberuineddaysbeforemy

weddingmama’’

Her‘’youwillnevereverleaveyourhousebecauseofanyone



else,youwillneveragainleaveyourhouse

becauseyouallowedsomeonetotakethewarmthand

happinessfromyourhome,unlessMolemohas

startedtreatingyoudifferentlyyouwillleavethathouseand

comebackhometoyourmotherwhowill

welcomeyouwithwarmarms.Ididn’thavetheperfectmarriage

butIdon’tthinkanyonehasmylove

buttheloveyouandthatmanshareismagicaldon’tallow

anyonetotakethatfromyou.protectyour

peaceatallcosts,Iamnotgoingtoteachyoutobesubmissive

andbeayesmyhusbandnomyhusband

typeofwife,IdidthatandIgotnothingbutabusefromit,your

submissiontohimwillcomenaturally

becauseofthewayhetreatsyou,butnomatterwhatyouwill

respecthimandyouwillneverever

shrinkyourselftomakehimfeelmoreofaman,butbaby

understandthatmen’sego’sareeasilybruised

socarefulwithhowyouapproachhimandthewordsyouuse.

Lastlyneverletgoofyourdreams

becausenowyouaremarriedtoarichman,lifeis

unpredictable’’shesaysandtearsarestreaming



downmyface

Me‘’mamaIdon’tknowwhattosay’’shesmiles

Her‘’youdon’thavetosayanythingjusttellmeyouheardallI

said’’shewipesmytears

Me‘’Iheardyoumamaandthankyouverymuch’’

Her‘’nowdomeafavorwhenthatmengetsherebehappyand

beexcitedthatit’sacountdowntoyour

bigday’’Ismile

Me‘’IwillmamaIpromise’’

Her‘’Ican’twaittowalkyoudownthataislehandingyouover

tothemanIknowwillloveandprotect

you,youtwoareblessedtohaveeachother,Ijustprayyousee

that’’

Me‘’youmakingmeemotional,let’schangethesubject,where

ismysister’’shelaughs

Her‘’sheiswithherfriend’’shesay’sfriendmakinginverted

commaswithherfingerIlaugh

Me‘’Ican’twaittomeetthisMbusoguy’’

Her‘’Ijustwanttoseewhatmakeshercomebackhomeafter

midnighteachtimesheiswithhim’’



Me‘’ohmamayouknowgreatconversationscandothat’’she

rollshereyesandIgigglemypoorsister

MBUSO

Wespokeinthemorningandshementionedthatherkidswent

toMafikengwiththeirfatherandstep

motherandIsawachancetoaskhertocomeoverifshecan

andshesaidyes,Iwokeupandcleaned

thehousequicklyandsubscribedonthisNetflixthing,Lilly

mentionedthattheyhaveallthesenice

movies,soIjustwantedustohavesomepizzaandwineand

watchsomemovies,ifwewill,wetendto

talkforhoursandevenlosetrackoftime,mydaughterspend

theweekendasusualbutIaskedRefiloe

tocomepickherupcozIhadalottodobeforeThandiwe

arrived,shesaidshewillbeherebefore2pm

butit’shalfpastthreealready.Intercomfromthegatecomes

onandIgoanswer

Me‘’yebo’’Isay



Her‘’it’sme’’Thandiwe’svoicecomesthroughleavingmewitha

smileonmyface

Me‘’youarelate’’shegigglesandIopenforher,Iopenthedoor

soshecanjustwalkinIneedtogo

switchoffthewashingmachine,whenIgetbacksheisalready

in

Her‘heyyou’’shesaysandIgohugher,manshefitsperfectly

inmyarms,Isqueezemakingthishug

hotterthanithastoo,Iletgobeforeshecanfeelmyerection,

thankGodIamwearingsweatpantssoI

justburymyhandsdeepinmypockettohidemybulge

Me‘’comeonin,IhaveNetflixcanyoubelieveit?’’shelaughs

Her‘’ohreally,youdon’tsay’’shesaysactingshocked

Me‘’tellyouwhatpleasepickamovieandIwillgogetthepizza

andcoldwine’’

Her‘’yeppiewhatalekkercombo’’Ismileandgogetthethings

andfindherscrollingtheremote

withhershoesoff,Isitnexttoherandpouruseachaglassand

weenjoyitoveraniceromanticmovie

shechose,IamnotafanbutIwilltakeonefortheteam,the

dooropensandRefiloewalksin,her



eyebrowrisessoonasshesetshereyesonus

Ref‘’Ididn’tknowyouhadcompany’’

Me‘’Ido,thanksforcomingtogether’’

Ref‘’isthiswhyyouwantedyourdaughtergoneearliersoyou

canentertainher’’

Me‘’Ididn’tcallyouherefordramasodon’tcauseanyplease’’

Ref‘’pleasegogetmychildIhavesomewheretobe’’shesays

leavingmelaughing

Me‘’ThandiwepleaseexcusemeabitIamjustgoingtoget

Lethuupstairssheissleeping’’

Her‘’noproblem’’thelookonRefiloeismurderous,Iget

upstairsandtakemydaughtersbagandcarry

hergentlydownstairs,RefiloeisnowsittingnearThandiwe

drinkingfrommyglass’’

Ref‘’helpmetakehertothecarMbuso’’shesaysgiving

ThandiweadirtylookbeforeshewalksoutI

justlaughandfollowhersheopensthedoorandIstrapLethu

inhercarseat

Ref‘’pleasedon’tintroduceourchildtootherwoman,Iamher

mother’’

Me‘’getoffthathighhorseandfuckoff’’Isayandwalkbackto



thehouse.IfindThandiwewithasmirk

onherface

Me‘’whyisyourfacelikethat’’

Her‘’yousureknowhowtopickthem’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IcouldsaythesameaboutSizwe’’shelaughs

Her‘’okayweareeventhen’’

Me‘’let’sforgetthatshewasevenheretodisturbtheperfect

momentwewerehaving’’

Her‘’whoagainwashere’’shesaysandIburstoutlaughing

Me‘’justpressplayThandiwe’’shesmilesandpressesplaythen

takesherwineglassandsips,theway

herlipstouchthatglassletmejustshutup

Her‘’waitIneedtowarmupthispizza’’

Me‘’youaresoweirdwhowarmsuppizza’’shesticksouther

tongueandwalkstothekitchenleaving

mestarringatherpetitesexybody.Thandiwemanyeses.

OLIVIA



Iwasatmyhouse,IlovebeingwithStevenbutweneedtogeta

holdofourselvesifmyfatherfindsout

thatIhavebeenpracticallylivingwithamanformonthsnowhe

willkillmedead,andIamtooyoung

shametobeRazor’svictim.ThehousewassodirtyIspend

mostoflastnightcleaning;Iamsonotused

tothisplaceanymore,Ijustcome,takemyclothesandleave.I

didn’tgoandgetStevenattheclubcozI

wasalsoundertheinfluence.Ineededtocelebratefinally

gaggingNoni,Ihopeshewentrunningto

mommytotellhersotheycanstopthinkingIamwithSteve

becauseofhismoney.Iknockcomes

throughmydoorandIjuststaysilent,thepersonispersistent,

howdidtheyseeIwasbackyouknow

peoplefromtheseblockofflatsareannoyingmanyeses.Istand

upandgoopen,thesmileonmyface

seeingwhoisbehindthedoor

Him‘’Ibroughtatoothbrushandtowelwith’’

Me‘’areyougonnawearmyclothes?’’

Him‘’Idon’tseewhynot,cozyouwearminetoo’’Ilaugh



Me‘’pleasecomeoninlove’’hewalksin

Him‘’Iamsorryforshowingupwithoutlettingyouknowjust

thatthebedwastoocoldlastnight’’

Me‘’youaresoaddictedGod’’helaughs

Him‘’tellmeyoudidn’tmissmetoo’’Iblush

Me‘’nahbabe,Ihaveseentoomuchofyou’’heputshishand

overhisheartactinghurt

Him‘’andhereIthoughtIwastheloveofyourlife’’

Me‘’youandnooneelsemybaby’’hepullsmetohimandkiss

me

Him‘’Ihaveneversleptoveryouknow’’

Me‘’nowthatyoumentionit,youhaven’t’’

Him‘’butit’sariskcozyourdadmightshowupanyminuteand

killme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’that’strue,sowhenareyouleavingtoStellenbosch,cozwe

areleavingFridaymorning’’

Him‘’theguysandIwillbedownthereFridayevening,we

bookedsomeguesthouseforthatnightcoz

theweddingaccommodationisonlyforSaturdaynight’’

Me‘’speakingofweddingaccommodation,whydidn’tyoutell



meyoursisterisaweddingplanner’’

Him‘’IneverthoughtIshouldboreyouwithherwithallthat’s

happened’’

Me‘’youwon’tbelievethatsheistheoneplanningmyfather’s

wedding’’hiseyespop

Him‘’nowaybabe,shehasbeenmakingnoiseaboutplanning

weddingoftheyearwithunlimited

budgetandhowthisisgoingtotakehercareertonewheights,

howdidyoufindout’’

Me‘’IwentwithSizatomeetwithherandimaginemyshock’’

Him‘’theonlyshockIwanttoimagineisherswhenshefound

outthatyouaretherichclients

daughter’’hesay’sandburstsoutlaughing

Me‘’Icanstillseeherfacereally,Imustadmititwasniceseeing

herlikethat,withnothingtosay’’

Him‘’Ijusthopeshewentrunningtomymother’’

Me‘’yourmotherwillstillhatemebabe’’

Him‘’that’sherbusinessmylove,Ineedtogoseethem

tomorrowjusttorubitintheirfaces’’

Me‘’Iamgoingtobuythemflowerstogivetothem’’



Him‘’ohthisisgreatnewslove,theywillstopmakingnoise

abouthowyouspendmymoney’’

Me‘’butIdospendit’’

Him‘’andyeahneyoudoleavemebroke’’Ilaugh

Me‘’butImakesureyouhavefoodandgasmos’’

Him‘’Ineedtogetthiscompanyupandrunningwiththe

womanIwanttomarry,Ineedtoberich’’I

laughandhithimwithacushion,andhekissesmeso

passionately.

Him‘’buthonestlybaby,thankyoufornotputtingpressureon

me,foracceptingthelittleIdoforyou’’

Noedits
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Ijustfinishedpreparingmyself,apartofmeexcitedtoseeher

butanotheronenervousashell,whatif



sheisstillcoldtowardsme,Idon’tthinkIwillbeabletonot

holdhertoday,kissherandseehersmile

warmlyatme,ImissmywifeandIknowIamtoblamebutI

wishwecouldjustfocusonourwedding

andIswearIwillfixthissoonaswegetbackfromour

honeymoon.Idescendthestairsandthankmy

GodthatMercyisnowhereinsight.Igetmycarkeysandget

outofthehouseaftergrabbingabottleof

water.IdrivetoAlberton,IeventuallygetthereandsendherI

amoutsidetextandasecondlaterthe

gateopensandIdrivein,Iwalkoutofthecarandshejust

comestomeandattacksmewithahug,

relievefloodsthroughme

Me‘’ohmybaby’’Isaysqueezingher

Her‘’Ihavemissedyousomuch’’Ifeelwetnessonmyshoulder

obviouslysheiscrying

Me‘’Iamsosorrybaby,Ihavebeendyingwithoutyou,never

nottalktomeSoftplease’’

Her‘’IloveyouandIamsorry’’

Me‘’nobabyIamtheonewhoissupposedtobesorryhere



baby’’

Her‘’areyouokay,haveyoubeeneatingright’’Iblush,her

concernforme

Me‘’IhavebeeneatingatGadafi’shouse’’shelaughs

Her‘’youshouldhavestarved’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ouch,Ithoughtyouaskedbecauseyoucare,kanteyou

wantedtoseeifIsuffered’’

Her‘’Iamjustkiddingbaby,Iwasworried’’shepecksmylips

Me‘’canIpleasetakeyououtforsomeicecream’’Isayandshe

blushes

Her‘’Iwouldlovethatbaby’’shesaysandIopenherdoorand

shegetsinthenItoo,wedrivetosome

coolicecreamplacearoundAlbertonandfindaparkwith

swings

Me‘’whenwasthelasttimeyouwereonaswing’’shelaughs

Her‘’whenIwasabout10inthevillagebytheriverwemade

ourownswingsfromropesandwewould

tieitsohardonthetrees’’shesaysgigglingassheremembers

thememories

Me‘’comeletmepushyouonaproperswing’’shecomesand

sitsandIstartpushingherandshelaughs



obviouslyenjoyingherself,itgoesonforabout10minutes

Her‘’soyoustillwon’ttellmewherewearegoingforour

honeymoon’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nopeitisasurprisebabe,butImustsayyouaregoingto

loveit,yourvisa’sareapproved,allIjust

wanttosayisdon’tpackanything’’

Her‘’whatwillIwearthenbabe’’

Me‘’Iamtakingyoushoppingineverycitywegettoplusyou

won’tneedmuchbutyourswimwear’’

shescreamsinexcitement.

Her‘’Ithinkwecanskiptheweddingandgostraighttothe

honeymoon’’Ilaugh

Me‘’notafterallthemoneywe’vespent,youarehavingyour

dreamweddingbaby,comehellorhigh

waters’’sheblushes

Her‘’anditisindeedmydreamweddingbaby,it’sgoingtobeso

magical,everygirlsdream’’

Me‘’youdeserveeverythingSoft,Iamgoingtolaymywhole

worldatyourfeetbaby’’

Her‘’youhavealreadydoneitmyloveandthankyoufor

everything’’



Me‘’IpromiseIwillmakethiswholeMercythingright’’

Her‘’Iappreciatethat,butcanwepleasenottalkabouther,I

justwantustobeexcitedaboutourbig

day,Iwanttoonlytalkaboutusandourfuture’’

Me‘’yourwishismycommandQueen’’

Her‘’IhopeyoureadytomakelovetomeSaturdaynight’’Ifelt

myselfgetanerectioninstantly

STEVE

Afterwhatmygirlfriendtoldme,Ijusthadtogorubitinmy

mother’sface,IthinkNonialready

swallowedhershamesolet’smakemymotherswallowhers,I

agreedtoOliviabuyingthemthose

flowersjusttomakeitharderforthem.Imadesuretoalso

wearclothesthatmygirlboutmeIjustwant

tomakethemregreteverthinkingthatLivisaftermymoney.I

mustsaybabydidgotothemost

expensiveflorist,andwebothknewthatitwasperfectcozNoni

isaweddingplannerandshewould



knowthattheydidn’tcomecheap,Ilaughatmythought.Iam

goingtoenjoythis.Igettothehouse

andwalkinfindingNonishowinghertheAlbum

Me‘’ohshowingmommydearestmyfatherin-lawswedding’’

Her‘’yesStevenIam’’

Me‘’howdoesitfeelthoughsisgettingyourfatpaycheckfrom

mygirlfriendsfather’’sherollshereyes

Ma‘’weknowthattheyhavemoneySteve’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ohbythewaymyrichgirlfriendgotyoutheseflowers’’I

handthemtothemandmymotherhas

thisbitterlookonherface

Ma‘’whywouldshebuyusflowers’’

Me‘’richpeopledon’tneedareasontodoanything’’mymother

clickshertongue

Her‘’Stevestopplease’’

Me‘’tellmamatoappreciatemygirlseffortsImeanyoudo

knowtheflorist’’

Ma‘’wegetitsheisnotafteryourmoneySteven’’

Me‘’damnrightsheisn’tmama,youtwoneedtounderstand



thatIloveherandshelovesmetooand

nomatterwhatyoudoIamnotgoingtoleavehersojustget

overitalready’’

Ma‘’youwilllearnthehardwayson’’

Me‘’learnwhatexactlymama’’

Ma‘’awomanwhohasmoremoneythanyouwillnevergiveyou

respect’’Ilaugh

Me‘’shedoesn’thaveit’saproblem,shehasmoneyit’salsoa

problem,sotellmemamawhatshould

happen,whatshouldthiswomanhavesothatyoucanaccept

her’’

Ma‘’shemustbehumblelikethatgirlIsawyouwithatthe

restaurant’’

Her‘’MphohernameisMpho’’

Ma‘’that’sthekindofwomanyoushouldgofor’’

Voice‘’sheprefersonelikehermybaby’’mygrandmothersays

Ma‘’whatareyoudoinginmyhouseEvie’’shesays

Granma‘’mygranchildrenshouseyoumeandear’’

Me‘’heybeautiful,youdidn’tcalltosayyoucoming’’

Grandma‘’IfiguredyouwillbewithmydarlingOlivia,sheis



suchasweetgirlbringherforasleepover

atmyhouseIwanttospoilherrottensinceyourmothercan’t

makeherfeelwelcomedtothefamily’’

Ma‘’whydidyoucomeherewithoutinformingusEvie’’my

motherinsists

Grandma‘’mygranddaughterknewIwascoming’’shesays

sitting

Ma‘’Noniwhydidn’tyoutellmethis’’mysisterkeepsquiet

Grandma‘’leaveheralonewena,Iamheretotakehershopping

fortheperfectoutfitshedidsaysheis

planningthemostfabulouswedding’’

Me‘’actuallythatismyfatherin-lawswedding’’

Grandma‘’youdon’tsayboy,yoursisterspokehighlyofthat

weddingandheisnotyourfatherinlawyetmarrythatgood

girlfirstandclaiminlaw’’Ilaugh

Me‘’trustmeEviethatismywife’’

Grandma‘’Iwillevengiveyoulobolamoneynowmyboy,Iknow

yourfatherwouldhelptoo’’

Ma‘’forgetit’’EvielaughsandIgositnexttoherwhileshetells

meaboutapotentialgrandpa



MERCY

IdecidedtogothroughtoVicky’splaceafterbuyingsomesnow,

sincedaddyhasaproblemwithmy

friendscomingoverIgoingtobedrivingalotcominghere,I

don’tknowmuchbutIknowSizahasmy

fatherbyhisballs.Hehasbecomeapuppetandsheisthe

puppetmaster,myfatherdoeseverything

thisgirlsaysIjustwonderwhatisitthatmakeshimgothis

crazyoverher.Sheisjustsoannoyingreally.

Igettotheflatandwalktoherflatdamn3floorstogettoher

apartmentandnoelevator,thankGodI

woreflats.Iopenthedoorandfindherhavingsexwithsome

guyonthecouch

Me‘’youaresonastyGod’’theypauseandlookatme

Her‘’whathappenedtoknocking’’

Me‘’Ididn’tknowyouwouldbethisnasty’’

Her‘’justgotomyroomIwillbedonesoon’’

Him‘’nonowhydon’tyoujoinus,itwouldbefun’’



Her‘’babestopsheisnotintothreesomes’’

Him‘’whatapityIwouldhavelaiditonherrealnice’’that

statementalonesendshiverstomyspineI

feltmyclitpulsate.IthasbeensolongsinceIhadsexGod

Me‘’whosaidIamnotintothreesomes’’IaskandVickyraises

hereyebrow

Him‘’sowhatareyousaying’’hesaysandGodtheguyisfucken

sexy,wedoknowhowourwestAfrican

brotherslooklikerightsoforgivemeforhavingcravings

Me‘’Iamsayingwecanhavefun’’

Her‘’didyoubringsomeblow?’’

Me‘’obviously’’shesmilesandgetsofftheguyandboyIgeta

fullviewofhimdickandIamsalivating

Her‘’boolet’sdosomelines’’

Him‘’nowyoutalking,let’sgetthispartystarted’’

Me‘’herecutandrowitup’’IsaythrowingthecocaineatVicky

Him‘’youarenotbeingfairrightnow’’

Me‘’whatdoyoumean’’

Him‘’wearenakedandyoustillhaveyourclotheson’’hesays

andIwanttoscream



Me‘’howaboutyoucomeandundressme’’shelickshislower

lipandVickylaughs.Hecomestomeand

pushesmetillIampressedbythewall.Ifeelhishandsfeeling

meupandIamhappyIworeadress

Hepullsthedressupandit’soffleavingmewithamatching

braandpanty

Him‘’youlookamazing’’Iblushandhecontinuestouchingme

allover.Heunclipsmybraandmy

breastsareleftbare,sucklingononewhilehishandmassages

theother,hishandmovestomy

underwearandIgasp,hestopsandgiggles,hetakesoffmy

underwearleavingmecompletelynaked

Me‘’weareallevennow’’

Him‘’notuntilIhaveaproperfeelofyou’’

Her‘’okayyoutwostopandcomehere’’shesaysandtheguy

leavesmebythewall,leavingme

admiringhisnakedass,Iclearmythroat

Her‘’comeonMercygetyouracttogether,Kofiwillgiveyou

dick’’

Him‘’tellhermama,Iwillgiveittohergood’’hesaysandI

makemywaytothem



Me‘’Iwillbethejudgeofthat’’Isaytryingtoactconfident,he

laughs

Him‘’babygirlyouwillbeblowingupmyphoneaskingmeto

comeseeyou’’hesaysrubbinghisdick

Me‘’wewillseeaboutthatIguess’’

Her‘’theisnopointtrynaacttough,heknowshisbusiness

trustme’’

Me‘’canIgetatasteofyourtheory,getthecondoms’’

Him‘’babygirlyouwon’tfeelmewiththatplastic,Iamclean

trustme’’hesays

Me‘’okaythen’’Itakealineandhedoesaftermethenhepulls

metohim

THANDIWE

IgettoSandtoncitybecauseIneedtofindshoestomatchmy

outfitsformysister’swedding.Wehave

3dressessoIneed3pairsoffabulousshoes,soSizasaidI

couldinviteMbusotoherweddingandhe

washappytoreceivetheinvite,Iamsoexcitedtohavehim

there,honestlyspeakingIlovespending



timewithhim,hissenseofhumorisjustoutofthisworld,he

makesmefeellikeahighschoolgirl.Atext

comesthroughmyphoneandit’shim

*Ididn’tknowtryingtofindasuitforaweddingcouldbethis

difficult’’Ilaugh

*Ithinktryingtofindanythingforaweddingisachallenge,I

amtryingtofindshoesandit’sareal

struggle’’Isendback

*Whereareyou*hetextsme

*IamatSandtoncity’’Irespond

*whatdoyouknow,Iamheretoo,tellyouwhat,helpmefinda

suitandIwillhelpyoufindshoes*he

sendsanothertext

*Iwouldlovethatverymuch*Isendwithasmilingface

*okaygivemeafewminutesIwillcallyoujustnow*hesays

andIamleftthereblushinglikeahighschoolkid.Isee

Thatocomingtowardsme

Her‘’heyThandiwe’’shesayssmiling



Me‘’hey,howareyou?’’

Her‘’Iamgreatthanks,whataboutyou?’’

Me‘’Iamverywellthankyou’’

Her‘’ohthekidswerejustsoamazing,mymotherlovedhaving

them’’

Me‘’boydidsayhehadanamazingchild.Thankyoufortaking

themwith’’

Her‘’noThandiwe,thankyousomuchforallowingmeintheir

lives,Ihonestlylovethem’’

Me‘’theyareblessedtohavetwomommies’’Isayandshe

smiles

Her‘’weshouldplansomethingforthem,justthefourofus,

leaveSizwebehind’’Ilaugh

Me‘’soundsgood,wewilldiscussthat’’

Her‘’hereforsomeshopping’’

Me‘’Iactuallyneedshoesformysister’swedding’’

Her‘’ohIheardtheyaregettingmarriedthisweekend’’

Me‘’yestheyare’’

Her‘’canIpleasegiveyouhairfrommysalonsopeoplecansee

it’’shesays‘’pleaseThandiwe’’shebegs



Me‘’okaynostress’’shesmilesandclapsexcitedly

Her‘’wecangonowifyoucan’’

Me‘’notnow,Iamwaitingforsomeone’’asifoncuehewalksin

theshop

Him‘’Ithoughtthatwasyou,whyareyounotansweringyour

phone’’hesay’sandhugsme

Me‘’IamsorryIdidn’thearit’’Isay

Him‘’canwegettoit’’Ismiles

Me‘’yesandoh,MbusothisisThato,Sizwe’swifeandThato

thisisMbuso’’Isayandtheygreet

Her‘’nicetomeetyouMbuso’’

Him‘’likewise,greetyourhusbandforme’’shesmiles

Me‘’Iwillcometoyourshoptomorrowisthatfine?’’

Her‘’okayIwillbewaitingandthankyou’’Ismileatherand

involuntarilyItakeMbuso’shandintomine

andhelooksatmeandsmiles

Him‘’whereshouldwestart?’’

Me‘’Ithinkwithyoursuit’’Isayandhenodsbrushingmy

knuckleswithhisthumb



SIZWE

Ithasbeenthelongestdayever,wearehostingamajorevent

foroneofthetopmagazinesinSouth

Africathisweekendandeverythinghastobeperfectreally,if

wepullthisoffmyclubwillbeonthemap

withhostingsuchprestigiouseventsandIwillbeableto

laundermoremoneythroughit,afterallthat’s

whyIopenedclubnations.Igethomeandmywife’scarisinthe

driveway,andshelistens,Idon’twant

tocomehomeandnotfindher,thatmanagermustbeableto

openandcloseonherwonThatoismy

wifeandthebosssheisn’tsupposedtobedoingherjob.Iget

outofthecarandwalktothehouseandboythearomahitsmy

nostrils

Me‘’andmylovelywifeishomeearlyandshecookedforme’’

shelaughsandcomestogivemeakiss

Her‘’heybaby,howwasyourday’’

Me‘’itwashecticbutcominghomeandfindingmywifecooking

formelookingthissexyjustmade



everythingokay’’sheblushes

Her‘’myhusbanddidsayhewantsmehomewhenhearrives

fromwork,becauseheismyKingIobey

him’’Ismile

Me‘’that’smybaby.Sohowdidyourtestgo’’

Her‘’Inaileditlove,everythingIstudiedwastheresoIknowI

acedit’’

Me‘’Iamproudofyou,youneedtoberewarded’’

Her‘’Ilovethesoundofthatbabe’’

Me‘’Ineedtoshowerafterhavingabeer’’Isaytakingoneout

ofthefridge

Her‘’IbumpedintoThandiwe’’

Me‘’ohwhere’’

Her‘’themallwasgoingtolookforadressthatIwillbe

wearingtotheclubonSaturday’’

Me‘’issheokay’’shesmile

Her‘’sheisgreat,sheevenagreedtowearmyhairather

sister’sweddingandwesaidwewilldiscussa

tripwiththekidsweareleavingyoubehind’’Ismile,ohhowI

wishtheygotalongthiswellwhenThandiwewasstillmywife



Me‘’ohthatisnicemylove’’

Her‘’andherboyfriendsaidIshouldgreetyou’’Inarrowmy

eyes

Me‘’whoisherboyfriend’’Iaskfeelingmyselfboil

Her‘’Mbulelo,Mbuti’’somethingalongthoselines

Me‘’doyoumeantosayMbuso’’

Her‘’yesthat’shimbabe,youknowhim?’’

Me‘’yeahheismyaccountant’’Isayrangingwithangerinside

Her‘’andtheylookedsocutebabe,soinlovehearinghersay

thatmadememoreangrybutIcouldn’t

letmywifeseethatIamjealousofmyexgettingina

relationship

Me‘’didshesaytheywereacouple’’

Her‘’notreallyIcouldjusttellfromhowtheylookedateach

other’’

Me‘’Ijusthopeshewon’tintroducehimtothekidsyet’’

Her‘’whynot,heseemslikeaprettygoodguy’’

Me‘’don’ttheyall’’

Her‘’comeonThandiweisagreatmothershewouldn’texpose

thekidstoanythingthatsheknows



wouldharmthem,youknowthis’’shesays

Her‘’afterallshedeservessomeloveafterallshehasbeen

through’’Icouldn’tlistentothisanylonger

Me‘’Iguessso’’Iwalkupstairs;Iamsomad,realmad.Igetto

thebathroomandopentheshowertaps

andtakeoffmyclothes,lookingatthebeastonthemirror,I

wanttoscreamsobad.Ijustmovetothewallandjustpunch

thewallsohard.DamnThandiwedamnit

VUSI

Igettothehospitaltoseemymother,heconditionisnot

gettingbetterandIamgladitisnotgetting

worseeither,Urielassuredmethatthedoctorsaredoing

everythingintheirpowersbutnothingseems

tobeworking,Idon’tknowwhattodoanymore,Iknowfora

factthatthisisthebesthospitalinthiscountrysoit’snotthem,

wejustdon’tknowwhymymotherisnotgettinganybetter.I

getinherroomandfindthenursehelpingherbackintobed

Me‘’hello,howisshetoday’’



Nurse‘’sheisstillthesamesirbuttodayshehasanappetite

andthat’ssomethingtostartwith’’

Me‘’ohreallythat’sgreat’’

Nurse‘’yesitis,Iwillbebacklatertoadministerhermeds

Me‘’okaynoproblem’’shewalksout

Me‘’didyouhearthatDali,yourappetiteisastart’’

Her‘’ItoldyouwhatwouldmakemebetterVusi’’

Me‘’andyouknowshesaidno,youpromisedtoletherbe’’she

cries

Her‘’IknowbutIreallyneedtoseeher’’

Me‘’Dalipleasewehavealreadydoneenoughdamage’’

Her‘’tryonemoretimeplease’’

Me‘’sheisbusyDali,sheisgettingmarriedthisweekendand

sheIhappyaboutthatIdon’twantusto

bethereasontomakehermoodgosouth’’

Her‘’ohNkosiyami,pleasegetintoherheart,makeherwhole

againsoshecanbeabletoforgiveme’’

Me‘’mamagivehertimemaybeshewillcomearound’’

Her‘’timeisnotsomethingIhaveVusi’’



Me‘’whatisthatsupposedtomean’’shesmiles

Her‘’don’tworryyourself,justgetmethatdeliciouschicken

soup’’Ismile

Me‘’okayletmegogetit,Iwillbebacksoonokay?’’

Her‘’okayson’’shesaysandIwalkout.Ifirstpassbymy

woman’sworkstationtoaskherifshewouldloveanythingto

eat

NOEDITS

DidMercyjusthammerthefinalnailtohercoffin;didshejust

engageinsomethingthatwillbringher

ultimatedoom?Itmightseemasjustsexbuttheresultsofthat

willmakeherdotheunthinkable.Stay

tunedtoSiza’stribulations.

SIZA’STRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER122

NARRATED



Thedayfinallyarrived,anditwasindeedadayblessedbythe

heavens,thesunwasoutandshinning

liketomorrowdidn’texist,theskysoclearwithnosignofrain

andthatcouldn’tmakethebrideany

happier,shehasbeenhopingandprayingthattheweather

allowhertoenjoyherbigdayandfromher

mouthtoGod’searsherprayerswent.Thebirdsweoutand

singing,thevineyardjusthadtolookeven

morebreathtakingtoday,everythingwasjustsoperfect,but

likeanyotherbrideonherbigdaySizakele

waspanicking,herstomachwasinknots.Herbridesmaids

continuedtocalmherdown,lettingher

knowthateverythingisgoingverywell,butnoteventhat

managedtodothetrick,sohermother’ssaw

itfitthateveryonewhoisinchargeofsomethingshouldjust

comeandgivehertheassuranceshe

needs.Ntombiwasthefirsttogo,sheassuredherthat

everythingtheyagreedonforthemenuisbeing

preparedandsheshouldn’tworrybecausetheyarefollowing

methodsofpreparingeverythingandit

willtastehowshewanted,Nonialsocameandtoldherthatthe



décorisfinishedforboththematrimonial

serviceandreception,andthehotelassuredherthatthe

waitersandwaitresseswillbeavailablelike

theyhadagreed,lastlythecompanytheyhiredfortheopenbar

wasalreadythereandsettingupwhere

Noniarrangedforthem,shebegancoolingdownwhen

everyonetoldherthatthingswerecomingalong

nicely.Itwastimeforherandherentouragetodotheirmakeup

andhair;eachbraidsmaidhadtheir

ownmakeupartistandhairstylistsothattheycanbeontime.

Everythingwaslookingabsolutelybreath

taking,thematrimonyservicewasgoingtotakeplaceinthe

vineyardsfacingthebeautifulmountain

fromafar,thedécorforthatwasjustminimal,itwaswhite

chairsoneachsidewiththeaislein

between,thepitwherethecouplewillexchangetheirvowswas

justthehugelettersSandMwhich

sparkled,oneachsideofthecenterofthepulpitwaswhite

rosesinsidebigFrenchoakbarrels,givingit

avineyardweddingfeel.Attheentranceofthesetupwasa

beautifulwhiteboardwritten“MOLEMO



WEDSSIZA’’.Thereceptionareawasjustoutofthisworld,it

wasalsooutsideandthereweresparkling

lightshangingonthetopfromonewalltotheother,thesides

hadrectangletablesoneforthebraids

maidsandgroomsmanandtheotherfortheimmediatefamily

ofthecoupleinthemiddletherewere

roundtablesdecoratedwithflowersinexpensivecrystalvases,

theunderplatesandcutlerygoldin

colorwithcreamwhitewithawineglassandchampagneflute,

eachtablehadanumberandevery

guestwillbegiventheirtablenumberastheyenterthemenu

wasplacedoneachperson’ssetupso

theycanchoosetheirownmeal.Thegoldandcreamwhite

décormadethewholethinglooklike

royalty.Thewholesetupwasfacingthemostimportanttableof

theday,thedécoronthecouplestable

wasminimalandthecakewasnotfarfromtheirtableitwasa

5tierwhitecakewithgoldtrimmings.The

stageinthemiddlewherethecouplewillhavetheirfirstdance

whiteandthewordsMr.andMrs.

Motaungwereengravedonit.Onthegardennexttothesetup



werewhiteumbrellaswithcouchesand

roundtableswithhighchairs,theopenbarwasfacingthesetup

theDJboothwasreadyandwaitingto

givethepeoplesomethingtodanceto.Everythingwasdone

onlywaitingfortheceremonytobegin.On

theothersideofthehotelMolemoandhisgroomsmanwere

alreadydone,theylookedhandsomein

theirsuits,freshhaircutsandexpensivewatchesontheirwrists.

Guestsstartedarrivinglookingamazing,everyonehadaplus

oneandtheywerealltakenbythevenue

andsetupofthematrimonialservice.Everyonemanagedtoget

sitedandthegroom’smanstarted

cominginandthebidesmaidsfollowedsuit,eachparty

standingonthesideofthepersontheyare

representing.Thebandwasjustplayingslowromanticmusic

thatfittheoccasionperfectlyentertaining

theguests.Razorappearedlookinglikehewasmadeona

SundaywhileGodwasrelaxingwithno

interruptions,allthewomanweredroolingoverhisbuiltbody

andhishandsomeness.Hestoodnextto



theguysandthepriest.Thebandstoppedwhattheywere

playingandstartedplayingJohnLegend’sAll

ofmeandeveryonestoodupcoztheycouldtellthatthebride

wasabouttowalkdowntheaisle.They

lookedbackandeveryonewasinawe,Sizawasinabeautiful

weddinggownthatmadeherlooklikethe

queenthatsheis,bothwomanwhostoodbyherwhenthe

worldturnedtheirbacksonherwhere

besideshereachholdingherhand,theybothlookedgreat,fit

enoughtobetheQueensmothers.They

walkedslowlytowardsMolemowhowaslookingathiswoman

withtotaladmiration,loveradiating

fromhiseyesthathecouldn’tholditin,heletatearfall,while

lookingathermakingherwaytohim,

lookatGod’sgifttohim,hekeptongivingasilentprayer

thankinghimforleadingSizakeletohim,they

finallyreachedhimandbothSiza’smotherstookherrighthand

andhandedhertoMolemoafter

shakinghishand.Thesparkbetweenthetwoastheyheld

handswasnothingtheyhavebothfeltbefore,

theladieswenttositdownandtheguestsfollowedsuit.The



musicstopsandtheprieststarted

Pastor‘’dearlybelovedwearegatheredhereunderthis

beautifulskybecauseofthesetwopeople,who

havedecidedthattheirlovewastoostrongnottobejoinedin

holymatrimony.BeforeIstartwiththe

ceremonyIamboundedtoask,isthereanyoneherewhofeels

thatthismanshouldn’tbemarriedto

thiswoman,speaknoworforeverholdyourpeace’’hesaidand

theclosestpeopletothecouplelooked

atMercy,whowasnearVicky.

Pastor‘’okaythen,wecanproceed.Iwouldliketoreadfromthe

bookofEcclesiastesChapter4verse9

to1.Twoarebetterthanonebecausetheyhaveagoodreward

fortheirtoil.Foriftheyfallonewilllift

uphisfellow,butwoetohimisalonewhenhefallsandhasnot

anothertolifthimupagain.Iftwolie

togethertheycankeepwarmbuthowcanonekeepwarmalone

andthoughamanmightprevail

againstonewhoisalone,twocanwithstandhim-athreefold

cordisnotquicklybroken,Amen.Iam



sayingtoSizakeleandMolemothatwhateveryoudotogether

youwillalsobevictorious,trustineach

otherandbeeachother’sfriend;lettheonlythirdpersonin

yourunionbeGodandnooneelse.Iam

notheretopreachbuttojointhesetwoinasecreteunion.The

coupleaskedtosaytheirownvows,

Molemoyoucanstart’’hesaysandRazorsmiles

Him‘’Idon’tthinkIhaveevercriedinfrontofpeopleinmylife

buthereIamonceagainbeingamazed

bymyselfwithwhatIdobecauseofyoubaby.Firstofall,you

lookbreathtakingmyloveandthankyou

forbestbirthdaygiftever,marryingmeonmybirthday.Iwant

tothankthemanaboveforgivingme

you,forseeingmeworthyenoughtobealifetimepartnerto

oneofhisangels,Ipromisehimthis,I

promisetoloveyoufaithfullyandfearlessly,toprotectyou

fromallthatmighthurtyou,Ipromiseto

removeanythingandanyonewhowillposeathreattoyouor

ourunion,babyIwillcherishyouandhelp

yourealizeallyourhopesanddreams,Ipromisetobeapartner

andfriendthrougheverything,your



happinessandwellbeingismypriorityasithasalwaysIwilllive

mylifemakingyoutheenvyofall

woman.YouareeverythingtomeSoftandthankyouforloving

meandchoosingmewhereverwhere

lifetakesusIwillcontinuetochooseyouandnooneelseall

thatismineisnowoursandthechildren

Godwillblessuswith.Iloveyoutillinfinity,myonetruelove’’

hesaysandslidestheringonherfinger

withtearsstreamingdownboththeirfaces,Sizawipeshistears

andheblushesleavingthecrowedinawe

Pastor‘’Sizayourturn’’

Her‘’thismorningItriedcallingyoubuttheyquicklysnatched

myphonefrommesayingonceIstart

talkingtoyouIwon’tstopsobeforeIanythingletmewishyou

averyhappybirthdaybaby,thefirstonewewillspendas

husbandandwife.MolemoMotaungIdon’tevenknowwhereto

begin,butthankyou

forchasingmetillIfellheadoverheelsinlovewithyou,even

thoughalotwasatstakeyoudidn’tlet

thatstopyoufromlovingmeandforthatIknowthatyour

heartwillalwaysbemyhome.Istandherein



frontonourfamilyandfriendsaswellasGodtomakepromises

toyou,promisesIknowIwillkeep.

Babymylove.Ipromisetohonorandrespectyou,tolaughand

crywithyou,tosharemyhopesand

dreamswithyou,Ipromisetobringyousolaceintimesofneed

Igiveyoumysolemnvowtoloveyou

unconditionally,Iwillholdyouandouruniondeepinmyheart,

forsakingallothers.Foraslongaswe

bothshalllive’’shesaidandslidestheweddingbandonhis

fingerasmilecurvedonMolemo’sface.The

ringswerebothengravedM&Salwaysandforever.

Pastor‘’bythepowervestedinmeInowpronounceyou

husbandandwife,youmaykissthebride’’he

saysandMolemofoldshisarmsaroundhiswife’swaistandshe

circleshersonhisneckandtheykiss

slowlyandpassionatewhilethecrowedcheersforthem,they

stopandlookateachotherintheeyes

andmouthIloveyousimultaneouslymakingthembothchuckle.

Theywentdowntheaisleholding

handssmilingattheirguests.Theywentandtookpicturesand

saidsomethingontheweddingvideoto



remindthemofhowhappytheywerewhentheywatchit.The

bridalpartyandthecouplewentto

changewhiletheguestssettleinthereceptionarea.Theycame

backwhiledancingwiththeir

entourage.TheMCstartedtheceremonyandspeecheswere

madeandjokesmakingpeoplelaugh,the

partywentonandonandatabout7pmMolemowentoverto

findhiswifewhowashavinga

conversationwithhermothers

RAZOR

Wefinallydidit,sheissohappyandthatjustmakesmyheart

melt,shelooksbreathtaking,mywife,lookatherlaughingso

carefreelikenothingexistsexceptforourhappiness,sheismy

everythingandIowemydaughterafortune.Imakemywayto

her,it’safter7pmandpeoplearestillhavingmadfun,

thefoodandalcoholenoughtokeepthemgoingtilltheam’s

butIhavehadenoughIjustwanttobewithmywifenowall

alone.Sheturnsherheadandsmiles



Her‘’heyhusband’’

Me‘’mybeautifulwife’’mymotherinlawslaugh

Her‘’areyouokay’’

Me‘’nope’’Isaymakingasadface

Her‘’what’swrongbaby’’shesayssoundingconcerned

Me‘’Iwanttobewithmywifealone’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iamallyourslet’sgodance’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’thecariswaitingforusupfrontandthejetneedstoleave

soon’’hereyespop

Her‘’wearealreadyleavingforourhoneymoon’’shesays

excitedly

Me‘’yesMrs.Motaung’’shescreamsalittleandhugme

Lungile‘’butshedidn’tpack’’Ilaugh

Me‘’that’spartofourplan’’

Her‘’Iwillbeshoppingonourhoneymoon’’shesaysandgiggles

Me‘’weneedtoleavebaby’’Isayandgiveheraminutetosay

byetohermothersandOliviaandher

sisters,IgosaybyetoMercyandaskGtokeepaneyeoutfor

her,Oliviasaidshewillbemovinginthehousetokeepaneye

onherandIamgratefulforthat.Idon’tknowwhenbutthe



guestsarenowstandingbytheexitmakingaguardofhonor

andthrowingrosepetalsatusaswemovethrough,wewave

goodbyeasthecardrivesawaytoCapeTownInternational

airportwhereaprivetjetwaitstotake

mywifeandItoFrance,Parisourfirstdestination.Wegetto

theairportandthejetiswaiting,Ijusthadtohireonecozmy

wifeandIwillneedtheprivacy.ThedriveropensherdoorandI

getoutandtakeherhand

Her‘’wherearewegoing?’’shesayswithasmile

Me‘’Parisbaby,youneedclothesandapparentlytheyhavethe

bestboutiques’’shelooksatmeshocked

Her"areyouforreal?"

Me‘’Iswear,thenweheadtoCannes,it’sacitylocatedonthe

FrenchRiviera,TheMediterraneansea,

andafterthatwillbeasurprise’’isawtearsinhereyes

Her‘’butMobaby’’

Me‘’Iwantyoutoseetheworldbaby’’Isayandwewalkinthe

planeaftergreetingthepilotsandthe

hostess.Wewalkaroundtheplane,sheisadmiringit.The

hostessfindsusandasksthatwetakeour



sitsastheplanewilltakeoffin5minutes,SoftsitsdownandI

buckleherupthenIfollowsuit,aminute

laterthejetmovesandwejustcontinuetalkingaboutour

wedding,

Pilot‘’wearenowcruisingataltitudesoitissafetostart

movingfreelyabout.WewillgettoParis

Francein11hours44minutes"Hesaysandthehostessbrings

SoftandIchampagneandsomefinger

foods.Ipourussomeandshesipsandstandsup

Her‘’Iwillbebackjustnow’’shesaysheadingtothebedroom,a

momentlaterIhearhercallingforme

andgocheckwhatsheneeds,andthesightofherintheblack

numberandredlipstickwithherhair

fallingmakesherlookmoresexy

Me‘’shitbabyyoulookamazing’’

Her‘’Ialwayswonderedhowitcouldfeelmakinglove33000

feetabovesealevel’’Ismileandmyerectiongetsharder

Me‘’ohSoft’’Isaymakingmywaytoher.

NARRATED



Thelookonhisfacewasmorethanshehadimagined

‘’ohSoft’’hemurmured‘’I’dliketothinkthatbycontinueogling

youandnotundoingthatthingwithmy

teeth,I’mbuildingcharacter’’

‘’characterisimportant’’Sizasaid,hervoicehusky,shetooka

deepbreathandputbothherhandson

herwaist,forawhilehejuststaredather,wonderinghowitwill

feelbeinginsideheragainaftersuchalongtime.

‘’Idon’tknowhowIsurvivedallthistime,babyIwantyouso

bad’’hesaystouchingherslowlyonhersidesandshefeltthis

achestartingbetweenherlegs

‘’metoobaby’’shesayswithashakingvoice.Hishandsmoved

tothesideofherbreastscaressingher

underherlacebra.Desirestabbedthroughherleavingherweak

attheknees,hemovedhigherandshe

heldherbreath,herkneesbuckledbutbeforeshecouldcollapse

hescoopedherintohisarmsand

movedtothebedplacingherdowngentlyonthebedwhilehe

takesoffhisclothesslowlywhile

admiringhowsexyhiswifelooks.Helaiddownonthebed



coveringherbodywithhisownkissingherpassionately,

hungrily,histongueplayingwithherswhilehisweightpresses

herdownthemattress,she

wantedhimclosesoshewrapsherlegsaroundhiswaistand

feelshiserectionpresseddownonherprivatesamoanescaped

hermouth.Hishandsfoundherbraandasecondlaterherbra

wasflying

acrosstheroom.Histonguecirclinghernipple,shecriedout,

archingherback,shecouldn’tkeepstill.Hewentdownuntilhis

lipstouchedhertemple;shewentcrazyashistongue

intensifiedtheheat

betweenherlegs,herhandsgrabbedontightlytothesheetsas

shescreamshavingherorgasmaftersuchalongtime.Hemade

hiswayupandkissedhermakinghertasteherjuicesonhislips.

Hemovedhishandfromherbreasttohisdickanddirects

himselfinsideherandheletoutagroanwhenhertightness

andwetnesswelcomedhimin,shemoanedmakinghimgo

crazier,hewentfullyinandstartedmovingslowlyandpicking

upthepace,thrustinginandoutofherwhileshecallsouthis

namehewent

onandon,makinglovetoher,herbodyworshippinghim.she

triedbreathingbutthepressurethatwas

buildingwastoointense,makinghereverymuscleloose,when



theexplosioncameshescreamedhis

name,thepleasureofherorgasmleftherwholebodyshaking,

Molemocontinuedgoing,thrustingin

andoutmakingherhaveanorgasmoneaftertheother,Siza

wascallingouthisnamehopinghewould

havemercybutonlydidhestopwhenhepouredallofhisseed

deepinsideofhiswife.Callinghername

likeshewashisGod.Thepleasurehefeltfinallybeingburied

deepinsideofthewomanhelovesso

much.hecollapsesnexttoherandtheybothtrytocatchtheir

breaths

‘’itfeelslikeIjustmadelovetoyouforthefirsttime’’hesays

‘’that’sexactlywhyIwantedustostophavingsexuntiltoday’’

sheresponds

‘’trustmeInowunderstandandbabyyoustilldrivemeinsane’’

hesaystohisblushingwife

‘’Iamhappytohearthat’’sheresponds

‘’didyouenjoyyou33000feetabovesealevelexperience’’she

giggles

‘’canwepleasestayuphereforever’’Ilaugh

‘’trustmewewouldgobrokeifIdon’twork,leavinguphereis



quietexpensive’’shesmiles

‘’thankyouforgivingmethebestweddingandtakingmetoa

honeymoonIneverdreamtof’’Sizasays

withtearsinhereyes

‘’Iwoulddoanythingforyoubaby;thisisthebestbirthdayever.

Thankyouforconstantlychoosingme.

Iloveyousomuch’’hesays

‘’Iloveyoutoomyhusband’’shemurmursandhekissesher

forehead

Noedits
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CHAPTER123

THANDIWE

IwakeupwithaheavyheadmyGodIreallywenthardonthe

customizedcocktailsyeses.Ihavenever

hadthatmuchfuninforever,lettinglooseandbeingmyagefor

thefirsttimewasthemostamazing

experience.Thewholepartywentontillaround3amandthe



alcoholwasnowherenearfinish,thefood

aimankudostoNtombisheknowsherbusiness.Theeldersleft

thepartyataround11pmandboydid

themicecomeouttoplayhardthen.Idon’tknowwhenIcame

tobedorhowIgotherebecausewow.I

amneverdrinkinglikethatagain,Iwasabouttogetoutofbed

togotakeashowerandgoseehow

mamaandmykidsare.Thetoiletflushedandpanicruns

throughmywholebody,whocouldthatbe.I

lookatmyselfandIamnaked,Iclosemyeyesandthe

bathroomdooropens

Him‘’goodmorningThandiwe’’Mbuso’svoicecomesthrough

Me‘’hi’’that’sallImanagetosay

Him‘’howareyoufeeling’’hesayschuckling

Me‘’IfeellikeIhavebeenhitbyatrain’’

Him‘’Ididsayyoushouldslowdown,butboyyouweregetting

down,yourroofwasonfire’’Ilookupat

himandheisnakedwithonlyhisboxer.OhmyGod

Me‘’Mbusodidwe?’’Iaskpanicking



Him‘’heynowedidn’tIcouldn’tallowmyself’’Ifeltabit

disappointed

Me‘’ohokay’’

Him‘’don’tsoundsadThandiwe.Youweredrunkandyoukept

onaskingmetomakelovetoyou,and

womanwiththatbodyexposednakedinfrontofmyeyesit

tookeverythinginmetosaynoconsidering

thefactofhowlongithasbeensinceIhadsex’’Ilookdown

embarrassed

Me‘’IamsosorryMbuso’’Iwanttocry

Him‘’don’tbe.webothhaven’tlaidwiththeoppositesexina

verylongtime,Iwantedtomakeloveto

youIjustdidn’twanttodoitwithyoudrunk,Iwantedyouto

belucidenoughandgivemeyour

consent.Pluswehaven’treallyspokenofwhatthisis,Ididn’t

wanttoruinthis’’hesaysandIlookupto

facehim,mybodystillachingtofeelhiminbetweenmylegs

Me‘’whatisthisvele’’

Him‘’Iwouldalsoliketoknow,butIknowwehavelookedat

eachotherlongertobejustfriends’’I

blushandhecomestositnearme



Me‘’Iagreewithyouthere’’

Him‘’fromthatdayIsawyouatthepullIwastakenbyyou,

aftereverythingIwentthroughIwas

surprisedthatIamfallingforawomanagain,andIgottoknow

youandthefactthatyouknowwhatI

amgoingthroughcozyouwentthroughsomethingsimilargave

mehope,Iknowyouwouldn’thurt

sinceyouknowhowitfeelstobebrokenbysomeoneyougave

everythingto,thenyouarethis

incrediblemotherandIknowmydaughterwillloveyou,and

youkeepmeonmytoesandyousmileand

laughlikeyouhaveneverbeenbroken,Thandiwethenyou

standinfrontofmenakedbeggingmeto

makelovetoyouandyoumakingmefallinlovewithyoumore

andmore’’hesaysandIamintears

Me‘’youloveme?buthow’’

Him‘’becauseyouareapartofme,yourbrokenpiecesfitmine

perfectly.Bewithmelet’sbewhole

togetherbaby’’hewipesmytears

Me‘’Idon’tknowwhattosayMbuso’’hesmiles

Him‘’tellmewhatisinhere’’hesayspointingtomyheart,I



staysilentforawhile

Me‘’Iaminlovewithyoutoo’’heblushes

Him‘’maDlaminiuthinkimina(whatareyousayingtome)’’

Me‘’ngithingiyak’thandanamimnutungwa(IamsayingIlove

youtoo)’’hesmile

Him‘’wozaozongibonisa(comeshowmethen)’’Igiggleandsit

onhislapandkisshim

Me‘’wearsomethingThandiwebeforengik’bonisaumhlola’’I

laughandburrymyheadinhisneck

SIZA

IopenmyeyesandIamonhischest,hehashisleftarmaround

me,Icanseehishandwithhiswedding

band,andIjustsmile,myhusband,nowthatit’sofficialit’sway

todifferent.Myminddriftsbacktohow

perfectmyweddingwas,itreachedandexceededmy

expectations.Mydreamcametrue;Ijustwonder

whatthishoneymoonhasinstoreforme.asmilecurvesonmy

facewhenIrememberthedelicious



memorieswemadeupintheairmanhehasnevermadeloveto

melikethat,wecouldn’tkeepourhandsoffeachother,thatwe

onlysleptwhenthepilotinformedusthatwewillbelandingin

3hours,wejusttookashowerandanap,wewerewokenup

andachuffertookustothisprestigioushotelthatweare

wakingupinrightnow.TheirEgyptiancottonsheetsfeelso

goodonmyskinLordthisisaminiheaven.Icarefullytrytoget

outofhisholdbuthekeepsmelockedinhishold

Him‘’thinkyoucanescapemethateasilyhuh?’’Igiggle

Me‘’neverbaby,Ithoughtyouwantedtosleepsomemore’’

Him‘’nopeIhavebeenupawhilewasjustwaitingonyouto

wakeup,howdidyousleep?’’

Me‘’youworeoutonthatplanesoIsleptlikeababy’’hesmirks

Him‘’youmademegocrazycouldn’tresistmylove’’

Me‘’wellIfeelthesamewaytoo.Youstillgotgameoldman’’he

laughs

Him‘’whatmeoldmanplease’’Ismile

Me‘’Iamfamished’’Isaybrushingmytummy

Him‘’let’stakeashowerthengetdownstairs’’

Me‘’Idon’thaveanythingtowearremember’’Isay



Him‘’heyIgotyoudon’tstress’’hesaysgettingoutofbedbutt

naked,Iappreciateallthetimehe

spendsinthegym,Igetupandfollowhim.Heopensacloset

andthereareaboutfivedressesandshoes

Him‘’chooseanoutfitbaby,thenwegoeatthenImydarling

wifewilltakeyoushopping’’Igiggle

Me‘’howdidyougettheseclotheshere’’

Him‘’whenImadebookingsIaskedthemtofindmeapersonal

shoppertogetyousomethingtochoose

fromonourfirstdaycozIknewIdidn’twantyoutopack’’

Me‘’youaresoconsideratebabethankyou’’Iquicklypeckhis

lips

Me‘’sohowlongisourhoneymoongoingtobe’’

Him‘’IamnotsureyetbabybutIcanassureyouthatyouare

goingtohavesomuchfun’’

Me‘’Iamhappytohearthat’’

Him‘’comelet’sshower’’hetakesmyhandandleadsmetothis

bathroom,goshit’sbeautiful

Me‘’IthinkIamgoingtochangethedownstairsbathroomto

makeitlooksomethinglikethis’’he

laughs



Him‘’justcomedowninteriordesigner,youareonyour

honeymoonnotheretotakehomeideascome

onMrs.Motaung’’hesaysopeningtheshowertapsandthe

watercascadeonournakedbodies

Me‘’Iloveyou’’

Him‘’andIloveyourightbackbaby’’hesaysandoncewedone

weholdhandsandgetdownstairs.The

girlatthefrontdeskcomeshurryingtous

Her‘’Mr.andMrs.Motaung,Ihopeyouhadagreatrestafter

yourlongflightwhatcanIassistyou

with?’’shesaysinFrenchaccent

Him‘’hello,meandmywifehadagreatrestMerci,andwe

wouldliketodineintherestaurantplease’’

Her‘’noproblem,yourpackageincludesanavailabletable

immediatelyonrequest,pleasefollowme’’shesaysandweare

onhertoes,wowtherestaurantLordIcan’tthisplanlookat

thechandelier.
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Iwakeupandthenoiseinthehousewouldbeenoughforthe

neighborstocallthepolice,Iquickly

standtofindmygownandwearitwhilerushingdownstairs.

MercywasnotathomewhenIwenttobed

andshegetshereandburststhemusiclikeamadwoman.Iget

totheloungewheremyfather’sbaris,

andthereismysisterandthatgoodfornothingfriendofhers

Vicky,theyarewithsomeguyandthey

areclearlydrunk,theyarebusydancingandtheguysisdrinking

myfather’smostexpensivebottle,I

lookatthemit’sliketheyaremadman,makingnoiseand

screaming.Mercynoticesmeandshehurriestome

Her‘’Livi’’shesayslosingherstepscomingtome

Me‘’itis9amMercyandyoubringyourfriendsheretomake

noiseinmyfather’shouse’’

Her‘’ourfathershouselilsis’’shesaysandlaughs

Me‘’youareunbelievable,youwillnevergrowup’’Isayandgo

stopthemusic

Him‘’Mercybabewhoisthisstuckupbitch’’hesays



Me‘’whothehellareyoucallingastuckupbitchyoufuck’’Isay

makingmywaytohimandtakingmy

father’sbottle

Her‘’OliviachillmyfriendsandIarejusthavinglittlefun’’she

says

Me‘’thisisSiza’shouse.Havesomerespectyouareaguest

here’’

Her‘’guestinmyownfathershouse,jokesmydarling’’

Me‘’takeyourshittyfriendswhoareclearlyusingyouandget

thefuckoutofmyfather’shouse’’she

laughsandgoestoincreasethevolumeandthejustlaughat

me.IgotsoangryIgoandpullouttheplug

Him‘’Iwillkickthisbitchtothecub’’

Me‘’callmebitchonemoretimemotherfucker,Idear’’

Him‘’bitchwhatwillyoudo’’

Her‘’Kojocomeonstopit’’Mercysaystohim.Igetcloserto

thatguy,andItakethebottleofwhiskyhe

wasdrinkingandhithimsohardonhisheadhefallsbutit

wasn’tastrongblowtomakehim

unconscious’’MercyandVickycamerushingtome



Her‘’Oliviastopyouwillkillhim’’shesayspullingmebackand

Vickycheckstheguyswound

Me‘’that’swhatIwilldoyoumotherfucker,andwenaMercy

getyourfriendsoutofherebeforeIget

back’’Isayandwalktomyfather’sstudyIopenhissafeand

takeouthisgunremovingthebulletsinit.I

walkbacktotheloungeandfindthemchillingwithanewbottle

openedIchuckleandcorkthegun

gettingtheirattentioncoztheyallstandandgohideinone

corner,apartofmewantstolaugh

Her‘’Oliviawhatthefuck,putthatgunaway’’shesays

panicking

Me‘’Iaskedyounicelytotakeyourfriendsandleavebutyou

arestubborn,soIamgoingtoshootyou

andcryselfdefense’’

Him‘’afterhittingmewithabottleyouthinkthecopswill

believeyou’’

Me‘’myfatherisrichsweetieisn’tthatwhyyouarefriendswith

Mercyforthemoney’’

Her‘’justcalmdownIwillescortthemout,let’sgo’’shesays

andtheywalkbehindher,onceoutthe



doorIchuckleabit.MercycomesbackfumingandIraisean

eyebrow

Her‘’don’tyoudaredothattomyguestsagaindoyou

understandme’’Ilaughandattempttowalkpast

her,shepullsmebymybraids,Ididn’tmeantobutIturnedand

gaveherahotslapacrossherfaceand

sinceshelostsomuchweightshestaggeredbackafewsteps

andfellonthecouch

Me‘’doyoudareyoupieceofshitdon’tyoudaretrythatagain.

Youbettercleanupthatmessyouand

yourratsmadeinhereandbestbelieveRazorisgoingtohear

allaboutthis’’shestandsquickly

Her‘’Oliviapleasedon’ttellthemplease’’Iclickmytongueand

walkoutonher,sheisbusyshoutingmy

namebeggingmetohaveaheart,theaudacity.

MANDLA

Mymotherdecidedtostaybehindaftertheweddingandithas

beenablissfultime,sheisnotoneto

stayinthecitytoolongbutIthinkbecauseSiza’smotheris



hereitmakeshermorecomfortable,shehas

beenwithmefortheentire2weeksbutshesayssheisgoingto

spendaweekatmam’Lungilehouse

beforesheheadstothevillage,apparentlymyfather’sspiritwill

wonderwhyhishouseissoquietyet

hiswifestilllivesonthisearth.Thatisalsoherreasonof

refusingmetobuyherahouseheresoshecan

beclosetome.IintroducedhertoPalesaandshedidn’treally

sayshelikesherorthatshedoesn’tlike

whichhasmeskeptical,butatleastsheisnotcoldtowardsher,

whenshecamethroughshewould

makeherfeelwelcomed,sheeventaughtherhowtocookmy

favoritemeals.Ijustgothomeandherbagsarebythedoor

Me‘’youarereadytoleavemeIsee’’shelaughs

Her‘’don’tpretendlikeyouarenothappyson’’

Me‘’haibomamawhatisthatsupposedtome’’

Her‘’youarehappythatIamgoingtoLungilesoyoucansleep

withyourgirlfriend,youyoungkidscan’t

livewithoutstickingthattailinsideawoman’’Ilaugh



Me‘’calmdownmamayoh,suchdeepintensethings’’

Her‘’aisuka,youknowIamright’’yessheisbutithasbeena

while,mygirlandIhavebeentryingto

respectherbutit’senoughIhaveblueballsnowyoh,cold

showersaren’tcuttingitanymore

Me‘’whattimeshouldIdriveyoutoAlberton’’

Her‘’gotakeashowerwhenyouaredoneyouwilltakeme’’

Me‘’okayo’lady’’

Her‘’butMandlaIamnotgettinganyyoungermntanam,Ineed

tocarrymygrandchildrenbeforemy

husbandyourfathercometotakemetojoinhim’’Ismile

Me‘’Ihearyoumama’’shesmile

Her‘’IhavealwayswishedthatSizacouldbemydaughterinlaw

butyouwereslowasatortoise

Motaungcameandsnatchedherfromyou,uyislimayazMandla,

kodwamarrythisPalesa,don’twaste

hertimeifyoudon’twanttomakeanhonestwomanoutof

her’’Ilaughedsohardathercallingmea

foolandIagreeIwasslowintheSizadepartment

Me‘’Ihearyoumama’’Isayandwalktothebathroom.



VUSI

Me‘’youneedtotellmewhat’sgoingonlovecozyouhavebeen

moodyfordays’’

Her‘’cozIdon’tknowhowyouwillreceivethesenewsbaby’’

Me‘’talktomeloveplease’’shesighs

Her‘’VusiIam’’shestopsandcries

Me‘’Urielbabytellmeplease’’

Her‘’Iampregnant’’shesayandmyworldstopsforasecond

Me‘’asinyouhaveababygrowinginhere’’

Her‘’yesbaby’’

Me‘’thisisgreatnewsbaby,whydidn’tyouwanttosharethis

withme’’

Her‘’IthoughtitwouldremindyouofSiphephelo’’Ismile

Me‘’thisisachancetoloveandprotectthisbabytorightmy

wrongs’’shesmiles

Her‘’youarehappy?’’Ikissher

Me‘’Iamecstaticlove’’Isayandscoopherinmyarmsandspin



heraround

No.Edits

It’sabouttogetmessy,soeverybodybuckleup,bambelelasiya

jika.JustreadandIwillwrite

SIZASTRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER124

MBUSO

Ithasbeen3fullweekssinceThandiweandIspokeanddecided

thatweareinlovewitheachotherand

Imustadmitithasbeenthemostfulfillingtimeinmylife,I

haveneverbeensosureaboutanythingin

mylife,hestrengthandresilienceiswhatattractmetoher

more,sheisagreatmothereven,Iknow

thatshewillloveThandolwethulikeherownandifGodblesses

uswithachildofourown,thatbabywill

beblessedbeyondmeasure,Ihavedecidedthatsheismystop



stationandIbelievethatshefeelsthe

samewayaboutmetoo.Shesleepsoverwhenherkidsarewith

theirfamilyandthishappenstobethat

weekend.It’sjustafter9amandsheisstillasleep,let’ssayme

andhergetonverygoodinwhatwedo

andmaybejustmaybeIfailtocontrolmyselfandwearherout

butshenevercomplains,Imakeher

breakfastandtakeituptoher,sheissleepingsopeacefully

facingupwithherlipspouted,sheisa

goddessmygoddess.ikissthoselipsandshegraduallyopens

hereyesandwhentheylandonmeher

lipscurveformingasmile

Me‘’goodmorningmaDlamini’’Isayandshegetsup

Her‘’goodmorningmntungwa’’

Me‘’ulelekahle?(didyousleepokay?)’’Iask

Her‘’morethanokaybaby,wena’’

Me‘’howamanwhosleepsnexttohiswomansleepsbabe’’

Her‘’isthatforme?’’

Me‘’nooneelsebutyousthandwasam’’Isayhandingherthe



trayandshestartedeating

Her‘’Iwillnevergetusedtothefactthatyoucancookyazin

baby’’Ilaugh

Me‘’getusedtoitmuntuwam’’

Her‘’IhateSundays’’

Me‘’don’tremindmebabeplease’’webothsigh,eachtimeshe

leavesSundayafternoonthishouse

becomessocold.

Her‘’whatarewedoingtoday’’

Me‘’IwouldsaymakelovetoyoualldaybutIamsureyouare

sore,soweneedtolookatthecompany

paperssowecanseewhichsuppliersyouwilluse’’shesmiles

Her‘’okaylovesoundsgood’’

Me‘’havetheminesandtheothertwofirmscalled?’’

Her‘’yesbabe,Iamsingingcontractstomorrowandtuesday’so

mybabydecidedtogetintowaste

management,shegotafewcontractswithminesandfirmsto

movetheirwastebothdomesticor

hazardoustothelandfillsheisinpartnershipwithtodispose

andrecycle.Shemanagedtodothisonher



ownandIamsoproudofher,Iamjusthelpingherwithfiner

details.

Me‘’andthedealershipcalledyoucangoandgetyourtrucks

tomorrow’’shelookedatme

Her‘’reallybaby’’shewasstressaboutherwastetrucks,the

bankwastakingtoolongapprovingher

loansoIlandherthemoneyandshepaidthedealershipfor3

trucks

Me‘’yesmylovegottheemailthismorning’’sheputhertray

asideandcomestomeandkissesme

Her‘’thankyousomuchmntungwa,Ipromisetopayyouback’’

Me‘’weareinnohurrygetDlaminiwastemanagementoffthe

groundfirst’’shesmiles

Her‘’Ican’tbelievethis,IamaCEOandsoontobearegistered

student’’

Me‘’myEnvironmentalScientist’’shegiggles

Her‘’thankyouforyoursupportbaby,can’twaittosharewith

mysistersheisgoingtobesoexcited’’

Me‘’youaremyladyandIwillmakesuretoelevateyoubabe’’

Her‘’youaresuchablessingMntungwaIloveyou’’haveyou

guysseenmeblushbefore?



SIZA

Isnugglenexttohimcloserasthepilotsayswearelandingin

30minutes,Iwanttocrysobad,wehave

beeninourperfectbubbleandnowthatiscomingtoanend,we

goingbacktoschoolandworkandthat

meanssharinghimwiththerestoftheworld,wearecoming

backlikethisbecauseOliviacalledtwo

daysagotoinformMolemothatMercyisjustoutofcontrol,

apparentlyshehasturnedmyhouseintoa

hotelforherfriends,shebringstheminlateatnight,sothat

Oliviacan’tseethemandapparentlyshe

toldGadafiweretogetoff.Idon’tknowwhatiswrongwith

Molemo’sdaughterbutsheisanuisance.

Him‘’heywhatareyouthinkingabout’’

Me‘’ourbubblehascometoanendnow’’

Him‘’Iamsorrybabe,Iwishwecouldhaveextendedit’’

Me‘’Iunderstandbabewecouldn’tstayawayforever’’



Him‘’wewilltravelmorefrequentlybabyIpromise’’Ismile

Me‘’Iwillholdyoutothat’’hekissesmyforehead.Theplane

landsandwesitforaminutenotwanting

toletgoofeachother.Wefinallystandandgetofftheplane

makingourwaytothewaitingcar,they

loadourluggageandthedriverdrivesoff.Wegettoourhouse

andwewalkout,IthinkIkindofmissed

thisplace.HescoopsmeinhisarmandIgiggleIwasn’t

expectingthatatall.Wewalkinandhedrops

meprematurely,Ilookathisdirectionandseewhyhis

expressionsuddenlychanged

Him‘’MercyMotaungwhatnonsenseisthis’’heshoutsmaking

mejumpabit,sheandtheguytryto

hidetheirnakedbodiesbutIamshocked

Her‘’daddyIdidn’tknowyouwerecomingback’’

Him‘’IamgladIdidn’ttellyou,sothisishowyoudisrespectmy

wife’shouseMercybringstrangeboys

hereandhavingsexwiththem’’theguymanagedtograbhis

clothesandranoutofthehouse

Her‘’IamreallysorrydaddyIdon’tknowwhatcameovermeI

swear’’



Him‘’thatisallyouaregoodforMercysayingsorry,youwill

nevergrowup,andIamdonewithyou,

askedyounicelytorespectmyhomebutnopeIhadtohear

complainsaboutyouwhileIwashalfway

acrosstheworldonmyhoneymoon,Iamdoneblamingmyself

forhowyouturnedoutIamdonetrying

tomakeupforwhatIdonotknow,youareonyourown,Iwash

myhandsoffyoudoyouunderstand

me,goupstairsandgetyourshitandgetthehelloutofmy

house’’heroars

Her‘’papaIamsorry,Sizapleasetalktohim,itwillnever

happenagainIswear’’sheasksmeandIhold

myhandout

Him‘’leavemywifeoutofthis’’hesaysandwalksupupstairs

andcomesbackwithherluggageand

throwsitout’’

Her‘’papakaokopahle’’shesaysgoingdownonherknees

Him‘’trustmeyoudon’twantmetodragyououtmyself’’she

stoodupquicklyandgotdressedandran

outaftergrabbingherhandbagonthecouch.Notevenanhour

inthishouseandourmoodhas



vanishedwow.Ididn’tevenknowwhattosaytomyhusband,

heascendedthestairsfumingandIjust

decidedtostaydownstairstolethimcooldown,thedriverasks

wheretoputthebagsItellhimtotake

themoutsideourbedroomdoor.Igoandfixmyselfastrong

drinkandjustlookoutsidethewindow,I

feelhimsnakehishandsarounfmywaist

Him‘’IamsorrySoft’’

Me‘’Iwishwewerestillinourbubble’’

Him‘’thatmakesthetwoofus’’

Me‘’Ithinkweshouldgoandnapmaybewewillfeelbetter

whenwewakeup’’

Him‘’greatideababy’’

Me‘’it’snotyourfaultsheturnedoutthisway’’

Him‘’Iknowandunderstanditnow’’Ipeckhislips

MERCY

Ididn’tknowthattheywerecominghometoday,damnOlivia

fornottellingmethis,Iwonderedwhy



shedidn’tgiveafuckaboutKojobeingatthehousetoday,I

shouldhaverealizedfromherleavingmein

thehousewithhimthatsomethingisup,Ifuckedupbigtime

nowandthereisnowayheisgoingto

lookpassedthis,Kojoisnexttomelaughing,hefindsthis

wholethingamusing.Ifoundhimatthe

cornerasIdroveout,hedidn’thavedataorthecashtorequest

forbolt.IamsomadIneedsomething

tocalmmedown,Idon’thavecashonmebutatleastI

managedtostealsomeoftheirjewelryandit’s

therealthingsoIwillmakealotofmoneytosustainme,we

drivetoourdealerandgivemyfather’s

RolexwatchandhesaysIwillgetasupplyfor3monthsthat’sa

relief.

Him‘’sowhereareweheaded’’

Me‘’canwegotoyourplaceforonce’’

Him‘’woahbabygirlIlivewithabout3guysandtheyaresuper

busy’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’youalwayshaveexcisesKojomyGod’’

Him‘’let’sjustgotoVicky,Iknowsheisthirstyhaven’tbeen



fuckinghersinceyoucameintothe

picture’’

Me‘’youfuckthewholeofJoburgKojo’’

Him‘’notsinceIhavebeenfuckingyouMercybaby’’wegetto

Vicky’splaceandluckilyshewasthere

Her‘’andthenninawherearecomingfrom’’

Him‘’herfatherwalkedinonusonhiscouch’’

Her‘’whatMercyyoucanbestupidattimeyouknow’’

Me‘’IknowokayIdon’tneedtojudgingrightnow,bythewayI

ammovingbackin’’

Her‘’whatever,wejustgonnaneedmoney’’

Me‘’Istoletheirjewelryitwillsustainusawhile’’

Her‘’atleastyouaregoodforsomething’’wealllaugh

Him‘’babedoyouhavealcoholhere’’

Her‘’Kojoforonceinyourlifebuysome’’hechuckles

Him‘’youtwogetmydickforfreeandyouwantmetobuyyou

mustbecrazy’’

Me‘’Ican’tdealwiththismanhoeanymorestruuu’’

Her‘’justtellmeyouhaveblow’’Ithrowthepacktoherandshe



didsomelinesandKojowentfirstand

Vickyfollowed,therewereabout10linesstillinrow,Ididfive

ofthemwithoutstopping

Him‘’comeonnowMercycomedown’’

Her‘’babestopdon’tdothat’’theybothsayandIdothe

remaininglinesandItakethepacketandpour

onthetablewithmakinglineandsniffitallup,Ihavebeenon

snowforawhilenowbutIhavenever

feltthisway.Ifeelontopoftheworldtheuniverseeven.Kojo

andMercyarelookingatmelikeIam

mad

Me‘’whatisyourproblem’’

Him‘’Mercyyournoseisbleeding’’hesaysandItouchmynose

andIamreallybleeding

Her‘’Kojodoyouthinksheis?’’

Him‘’definitelylookatherpupils’’theysaypanickingandIfeel

myselfgettingsmallerandlightheaded

Her‘’ohmyGodthisisnothappening,Mercybabehowareyou

feeling’’

Him‘’stopaskingherstupidquestionsVee’’



Her‘’herfatherisgoingtokillus’’

Him‘’Iknowthatokay’’heshoutsather

Her‘’Iamcallingtheambulance’’

Him‘’hurryVickyhurry’’thatwasthelastthingIheardbeforeI

collapseonthefloor,myheartbeatingslowly

MOLEMO

IwokeupbeforeSoftandIwasabitcalmfromtheangerIwas

feelingearlieron,Ijustgotoutofthe

shower;Iwasinmyjeansandwhitet-shirtbarefoot.Itakethe

watchesIbroughtfromthehoneymoon

andgoplacethemwiththeothersinmycollection.Iopenthe

leatherboxandtheshock,Iamleftwith

just5watchesImeanIhavewatchesnotthisIevenlostcount,

beforeIpanicletmeaskSoftifsheremovedthem.Islowlywalk

toourbedroomandwakeherup

Me‘’babypleasewakeup’’

Her‘’justfivemoreminutes’’



Me‘’Softplease’’shesighs

Her‘’okaylovewhat’sup’’shesayssittingupstraight

Me‘’babedidyouremovemywatchesfromthebox’’she

narrowshereyes

Her‘’noIdidn’t’’Isigh

Me‘’canyoupleasegocheckyourjewelry’’shegetsoutofbed

andheadtohercloset.

Her‘’MOLEMOALLMYJEWLRYISGONE,WHATISGOING

ONHERE?’’shescreamsandcomesbackto

thebedroom

Me‘’everythingnotevenoneleft’’

Her‘’notevenanearstudbaby’’

Me‘’Mercy,butwhendidshebecomeathief’’

Her‘’maybethosepeopleshebroughthere’’Isigh

Me‘’thischild’’shewasabouttosaysomethingwhenmyphone

rang,Inarrowmyeyes

Her‘’what’swronglove’’

Me‘’it’sthehospital’semergencyroombabe’’Ipickup

Me‘’Motaung…yes…sheismydaughteryes…whatwhen…what

happened…okayokayIwillberight



there…thankyou’’Ihung

Her‘’what’sgoingonbabe’’

Me‘’Mercywasjustadmittedatthehospital,theyjusttoldme

tohurry’’

Her‘’ohmyGodMolemo,let’sgobaby’’weputonourshoes

andrundownstairs,headingtothecar,I

drivelikeamadmantoHarmonymedicalcenter,wegetthere

andpracticallyrunin

Her‘’wearelookingforaMercyMotaungmyhusbandgota

call’’

Nurse‘’Sizahi,Iwastheonewhocalled,pleasefollowme’’we

followherandsitforabout30minutes

beforetheDrattendstous

Dr‘’goodafternoon,Mr.Motaungsir’’

Me‘’whathappenedtoher’’hesighs

Dr‘’sheoverdosedoncocainesir’’

Me‘’what,overdosedoncocaine,mydaughter,whobroughther

in’’hepointedattheguywefound

herwithearlierandVickyherfriend,Ichargetothemlooking

scaryashell



Me‘’whothehellfedherdrugs’’

Vicky‘’Mr.MotaungIswearwedidn’tteachhershewasalready

usingwhenwemetIswearsir’’she

answersshaking

Me‘’whenwasthat’’

Vicky‘’sirwhenhermotherwassentenced’’shesays

Me‘’getthehelloutofhereandIdon’twanttoseeyourfaces

againdoyouunderstandme’’theydon’t

answertheyjusthurryout.IgobacktotheDr

Her‘’DrHowisshedoing’’mywifeasks

Dr‘’wemanagedtopumpoutthedrugsfromhersystem,she

willwakeupinafewhours’’

Me‘’Ican’tbelievesheisoncocaine,whywouldMercydothis

tome’’

Her‘’IwishIcouldanswerthat’’

Me‘’thischildwillsendmetoanearlygraveIswear’’

Her‘’calmdownbaby’’

Me‘’firstwefindherhavingsexinmyhouse’’Ipause

Her‘’what’swrong?’’



Me‘’shecouldbepregnantforallweknow,Drpleaserunevery

testsonher,pregnancy,STI/STD,HIV

everythingyoucouldthinkof’’

Dr‘’yessirwilldo’’hesaysandwalksaway

Her‘’letmetryandfindthebestrehabforher’’

Me‘’doyouthinkshewillagreetothat’’

Her‘’don’tgiveherachoiceMolemo,sheobviouslyneedshelp’’

Me‘okaylove,letmecallOlivia’’Isayanddialonmyphone.

Mercywantstobethedeathofmereally,

FirstdaybackandalreadyIamcarryingproblemsonmy

shouldersbecauseofthischild,isitacrimeto

havefatheredachildcalledMercy.

Noedits
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MERCY



IopenmyeyesandrealizethatIamatthehospital,the

machinesbeepingandIamconnectedtodrips.I

mindracestowhathappenedbeforeIpassedoutandIjustsigh,

fuckhow,couldIhavebeenthatstupid

myGod.ItooktoomuchofthesnowIoverdosedIamluckyto

haveevensurvivedthis.Iwouldhave

diedthankGodthatVickyandKojogotmehereontimebut

couldn’ttheyhavechosenanotherhospital,

Imeanmyfatherownsthisplaceandheismynextofkeenthey

aregoingtocallhim,Ishouldtalktomy

Drtokeepthisbetweenus,Ipressthebuttonandaminute

lateradoctorwalksinwithanurse,Ialmost

losemycoolwhenIseethatit’sVusi’sbitchIjusttrysohardto

keepmycool,shenoticesmetooand

actsprofessional,thereisnouseaskingheroffmyteamshe

alreadyknowswhathappenedtome

Dr‘’missMotaung,gladtoseeyouawake’’

Me‘’yeahsure,wherearemyfriends’’

Dr‘’uhmsorryyourfathersendthemaway’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’fuck’’Icussundermybreath



Dr‘’Iamjustgoingtocheckyourvitalsignsandcheckafew

thingssowecangetawayforward’’

Me‘’okay,sowhereismyfather’’

Him‘’Iamrighthere’’hesayswalkinginwithSizaandIlook

awayembarrassed

Me‘’papa’’

Him‘’don’tyoudarepapameMercy,Iwelcomeyouinmyhouse

andyoubringstrangersin,after

everythingyouputusthroughwewerewillingtotrustandlove

youagainbutyoustealfromusMercy.

Youtakeourthingssothatyoucanfeedyouraddiction’’

Me‘’daddyIamreallysorryIswearIwasnotmyself’’

Him‘’ofcourseyouwerenotyourselfyouareadrugaddict,you

havethrownyourlifeawaytodrugs

becauseyouwouldn’townuptowhatyoudidforme,youhad

toapologizebutyoudecidedtojusttake

drugsinstead,Ihavetriedeverythingwithyoubutyoukeep

doingmesobad,wheredidIgowrongwith

you’’heasksandIcanhearthehurtinhisvoice

Me‘’Iamreallysorry;Ididn’tknowitwillallleadhere.Forgive

meplease’’



Him‘’youaregoingstraighttorehabwhenyouaredischarged

fromhere’’

Me‘’Iwillgodaddy,Ipromisetoturnmylifearound’’

Him‘’youhavebeenlivingrecklesslysotheItookituponmyself

toaskthedoctortorunsometeststo

findoutifyouarenotpregnantorsick’’Ifeltmystomach

turningintoknots

Me‘’Iamcleandaddy’’

Him‘’mxm,younowhaveascientificeye’’

Me‘’okaydaddywecandothetests’’Isaynotreallysureof

whatIamsaying.

Dr‘’okaythen,wehavetheresultswithus,socanyouallexcuse

usweneedtocounselherthengive

hertheresults’’

Me‘’noit’sokayyoucandoitinfrontofthem’’Isaytryingto

scorepointswithmyfather;Iamshit

scaredatthispoint.Sohegoesontocounselmeandletme

knowthatifthetestsarepositiveforHIV

thatit’snottheendoftheworld,thatIcanlivealongand

healthylife,hegoesonandon

Dr‘’youdidnottestpositiveforpregnancyandwefoundthat



youhavegonorrheabutwecantreatit

withantibiotics’’hesaysandIsighinreliefokay

Dr‘’butunfortunatelyyoutestedpositivefortheHIVirus’’Ifelt

mywholeworldstop

Me‘’whatdidyoujustsaytome’’

Dr‘’MissMotaungyouareHIVpositive’’tearsstreameddown

myfaceandIcouldn’tbelievemyears,I

wasjustshocked,Ifeltcompletelynumb,regretflooding

throughmeafteraminuteorsoIlookatmy

fatherwho’sfaceisexpressionless.

Me‘’Idon’tunderstand’’Isaycrying

Dr‘’youwillstarttakingAntiRetroViraltreatmentyouwill

chooseatimetotakeitandyouwillstickto

iteveryday,youwilljusttakeonedaily,doyouunderstand?’’

Me‘’whatareyousayingtomeexactlydoctor’’hesighs

Dr‘’Iwillgetthepsychologisttocometalktoher’’

Him‘’pleasedothat’’myfathersaidandthedoctorandVusi’s

pieceexittheroom.

Him‘’youwillneedtoacceptthisMercy,ithashappenedandit

won’tgoaway.Acceptthatthe



decisionsyoutookhaveledyouhere,weareofferingyouhelp.

Gotorehabandgetcleanthenyouwill

takethisonestepatthetime,Ihopeyouwillthinkofgetting

yourlifetogethernow’’hesays

Her‘’Iwillaskthedoctorwhenheisplanningonreleasingyou

thenIwillinformtherehabcenterto

comegetyou’’Sizakeleadds.Theyexitmyroomandclosethe

door;Ijustscreamandthrowtheglass

thatwasonthesidetothewall,Ibringmykneestomychest

andholdclose,cryingmyeyesout.How

couldIhavebeensostupid,howcouldIhavebelievedKojo

whenhesaidhewascleanImeanohmy

GodItrulymessedupthistime,mylifeisoverandifIamgoing

todealwithbeingpositiveIcan’tleave

drugs,cocaineistheonlythingthatwillgetmebythisordeal.I

takeoffthedripsfrommyarmandgo

lockthedoorchangingfromthehospitalnightdresstothe

clothesIcamewearing,takethechatwere

theDrwrotethemedsIshoulddrinkandputitinmyback

pocketItakemybagandcarkeysthankGod

theyleftthem.Igoandpeepthroughthedoorandthecorridor



isemptyIquicklywalkoutandgotothe

liftpressingthegroundfloor.Igetthereandstrugglelocating

mycarforawhiletillIdo,Igetitand

driveoff,Idon’tknowtowherebutIknowIneedtosellthiscar

theirjewelryandfindaplacetostaywhileIdeviceaplan.

THREEWEEKSLATER

MBUSO

ThandiweandIaregoingfromstrengthtostrengthandwe

havedecidedthatwewanttomakeour

relationshipworkmorethananything.Wespokeabout

introducingthekidsandspendingtimewith

them,IwanthertoknowThandolwethuandshealsowantsthe

kidstoknowme,whichisablessing.I

can’twaitforustobeabletotakeallourkidsouttotheme

parks,moviesandsuchthings.Havingareal

womanisagoodthingandluckilyGodblessedmewithan

amazingone.Asmuchasthingsaresour



betweenRefiloeandIsheisstillLwethu’smotherandIamhere

atherhousetoexplaintoherthat

LwethuwillbemeetingandspendingtimewithThandiweso

thatshedoesn’thearitfromoutsidethendecidetogomad.

Her‘’yousureyoudon’twantanythingtodrink’’

Me‘’nothankyou’’shesmiles

Her‘’youdoknowthatsheisatdaycareright’’

Me‘’yeah,IamnothereforherIcametotalktoyouabout

something’’

Her‘’soundsserious’’

Me‘’itisserious’’

Her‘’okayIamallears’’Inod

Me‘’soIhavebeeninarelationshipforawhilenowandmeand

Thandiweareprettyseriouswitheach

othersomuchthatIamgoingtointroduceLwethutoher’’

Her‘’MbusoIdon’tthinkthat’sagoodideaImeanyouarenot

surehowitwillgowiththisgirl’’

Me‘’IknowIloveherandshelovesmetoo,webothaenvision

ourfuturetogethersoIknow,Iamnot



askingpermissiontodothisIjustwantedtoinformyououtof

respectforyouashermother’’

Her‘’areyoutryingtoreplacemeinmydaughter’slife,what’s

nextareyougoingtowantsolecustody

ofher’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’youlovebeingdramatic,youdon’tneedtobeextra,as

muchasyouwereashittywifeyouarea

goodmothertothekidsandIwouldn’twanttotakeadaughter

fromhermotherbutIwillalsolikemy

daughtertohavearelationshipwithmypartner,Iamplanning

foreverwiththiswomansomydaughter

needstobecomfortablearoundher’’

Her‘’whateverMbuso’’Isigh

Me‘’sohereiswhat’sgoingtohappen.Iamgoingtoputdown

Thandiwe’sdetailsatthedaycaresoshe

canbeabledropoffandpickupmydaughterwhenIcan’tand

alsoshewillhaveyouraddresswhenI

asktocomedropheroffattimes’’shelaughs

Her‘’wowjustwowMbuso’’

Me‘’gladweareonthesamepage,IwillseeyouFridaywhenI

comegetLwethu’’



Her‘’ohareyousureyouwillbetheoneshowingupandnot

yourgirlfriend’’

Me‘’stopbeingpetty’’Isayandtakemykeysandphoneand

walkout

URIEL

Ihonestlyfeellikesomethingbadisgoingtohappentome,I

can’tshakeitoff.Ievenhavetheseweird

dreamsandtheyfeelsoreal.IamscaredItoldVusiaboutthis

buthethinksmymotherlyinstinctsare

kickinginsincemytummyisshowing,Ican’tbelieveIfoundout

at5monthsthatIampregnantImean

thischildmanagedtoplayhideandseeksolongbutnowhehas

comeouttoplay.IlookfatbutIam

welltakencareof,myparentsareoverthemoonwiththis

pregnancyyouknowbeinganonlychildand

alltheyarehappytofussoversomeoneelse.Vusiontheother

handisgratefulforourbaby,Ifeellikethischildwillhelphim

healcompletelyfromthepassingofhisdaughter.Mymother

handsmeaglassofjuice



Ma‘’youlookstressedoutnanawhat’swrong’’Isighandbrush

mytummywithmyfreehand

Me‘’thedreamsaregettingworsemama’’

Ma‘’comeonmybaby,youarejustoverthinkingthings’’

Me‘’whydotheyfeelsorealkodwa’’

Ma‘’becauseyouhavemadethemyourpriorityUriel,youknow

asanurseyoushouldknowthatyou

mustn’tstressthebaby’’Ismile

Me‘’yousoundlikeVusirightnow’’

Ma‘’heisrighttakecareofthatprecioussoulgrowinginsideof

you’’

Me‘’heisreallyablessing’’

Ma‘’Iamjustsohappytohavesomenewlife,Iamgoingto

spoilhimrotten’’

Me‘’Idon’tdoubtthat’’

Ma‘’UrielmybabyIcanseeyouwillnotletthisdreamthing

restsopleaseprayaboutit,nothingbeats

prayerokay’’Ismile

Me‘’yesmamaIwillprayforthewellbeingofmyselfandmy



son’’

Ma‘’IwillalsoprayifindeedthedevilIsplanningsomething

againstyouitshallnotprosper’’

Me‘’Amenmamaamen’’shesmiles

Ma‘’that’smybabynowtellyourmotherwhatmygrandson

wantstoeat’’

Me‘’yohthischildistakingmyplaceeverywhere’’mamalaughs

Ma‘’aisukaUrielyouhavehadalltheattentionallyourlife’’I

smile

RAZOR

IhavebeensearchingforMercythatIhaveneglectedother

thingsinmylife,thesamedayshe

disappearedfromthehospitalIaskedmyboystolookforher

withnoluck,hecellphonewasfound

tracedtosomesquattercampandapparentlyshesolditfor

R500anddon’tevenaskabouthercarshe

alsosoldittosomeguywhoapparentlyhighjack’scarsin

Alexander.HesayssheonlywantedR150000,



IamfromthestreetsandIknowhowitworkssoIcouldn’t

exactlyaskforthecarbacksoIletthembe.Ihavetried

everythingbutnix,it’slikeshedisappearedfromthefaceof

earth,allIwantedtodowasgetherhelpbutobviouslyIhave

failedwithMercy.IcametoseeGadafiandNtombiindirectly

thoughthepersonIamreallyheretoseeisLetlotlomansheis

cute,Iamaddictedtoherchubbycheeks

Her‘’cometomommybaby,yesit’stimetofeedyou,yesmama,

it’spastyournaptime’’

Me‘’sorryNtombzIreallymissedher’’

Her‘’Itotallyunderstand,shealsolovedseeingheruncle.And

thankyouforthespoils’’

Me‘’anythingformyniece’’

Her‘’Iwillcomedownaftershesleepstofixyoutwosomething

toeatokay’’

Me‘’surethingthankyou’’

Him‘’byebyeprincessdaddywillseeyouwhenyouwakeup

okay’’Gsayskissingheralloverherface

andshejustgiggles,Ntombidisappearswithherupstairs

Me‘’shelookslikeyounowGod’’



Him‘’IknowrightanditannoysNtombisomuch’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iwouldalsofeelbetrayedimeanshedidcarryher9

months’’

Him‘’doyouthinkit’seasytofuck,Ihadtoworktogetmyseed

there’’

Me‘’yeahright’’helaughs

Him‘’stillnothing’’Isighknowingwhatheisreferringto

Me‘’nothingbrothershevanishednoteventhetrackercanfind

her’’

Him‘’wheredidwegowrongwithher’’Isigh

Me‘’Ireallydon’tknowbrother’’

Him‘’wetriedallwecouldRazorwhathappenstoherisonher

really,ourlivescan’tstopbecauseofher

andherselfishnessreally,youhaveawifeandOliviafocuson

themwhensheisreadytogetherlife

togethershewillshowupandprove,solongasyoukeep

runningafterhershewillnevergrowuptrust

mebrother’’

Me‘’Iwishsomeonetoldmethatbeingaparentishard’’

Him‘’Iwishshecanstayyoungforever,Iwouldratherchange



diapersforallmylife’’

Me‘’lifeisdifficultman’’

Him‘’justfocusonthepositivesokay’’

Me‘’youareright’’wefistbumpandchangethesubjectto

somethingelse.

THANDIWE

MbusoandIhadtheconversationaboutthefutureandwe

agreeandconfessedthatweareinlovewith

eachotherandthatwewantforeverinthis.Thefirststepof

courseisintroducingthekidsandmaking

themawareofthenewsetupandgivethemachancetoget

usedtoit.Mbusocalledtosaythathehas

spokentoRefiloeandthathemadethingsclear,Ineedtomeet

upwithSizweandThatotoinformthem

aswellnotbecauseweareobligatedbutoutofrespect,not

thatifhesaysnoorgoesagainstitIwillstop,MeandMbuso

aregoingalltheway.Bythewaymysisteriswithmeinmy

room



Her‘’ohandpleasegomeetwithMandlatomorrow’’Ismileand

turntolookather

Me‘’noyoudidn’t’’Iaskallexcited

Her‘’ofcourseIdid’’Iscreamandgohughersotightonthe

bedwegiggle.RememberInowhavemy

wastemanagementcompanyright?SoSizaspoketoMandlato

givemethecontracttodisposeoftheir

hospitalwaste,thisisbigforme,Inowhavemines,steel

company,oilcompanyandnowahospitalon

myportfolio.Godyouarefaithful

Me‘’thankyousomuchsis,youarethebest,Iloveyou’’

Her‘’it’sonlyapleasureboo,andIloveyoutoo’’Ikissher

Me‘’Igottoleavetheyarehomenow’’

Her‘’standyourgroundsister’’Iwinkatherandleavedrivingto

theirplace.Thedoorisopenedby

Sizwe,heisholdingabottleofbeer

Him‘’aowmaTha,ngena.Youlookgood’’

Me‘’Ifeelgood,thankyou’’

Him‘’thisway’’Ifollowhim

Me‘’isThatohome’’



Him‘’yessheisinthelounge.Sohowisthecompanygoing’’

Me‘’greathey,justgotanewcontractwithahospital’’

Her‘’waytogogirl,congratulations’’Thatosayshighfive’ing

me

Me‘’thankyou’’Ismileandtheyshowmewheretosit

Him‘’yousoundedseriousonthephone’’Isigh

Me‘’yeah,sooutofrespectforyouasmychildren’sfatherIsaw

itfittoinformyouonwhatIamgoing

todo,Imeanchangesthataregoingtohappen’’

Him‘’ohokay’’hesaysnarrowinghiseyes

Me‘’sorememberMbuso,meandhimareinaveryserious

relationship,wearefutureorientatedand

wehavedecidedthatit’stimebothourkidsknewthattheis

someoneknewinthepicture.Sothekids

willbemeetingwithhimandhisdaughtersoonandmaybein

thefuturewewillallbemovingin

together.InwhatI’vejustsaidtoyouIamgoingtoaddhis

nameatKayise’sschoolasanotherperson

whocanpickherordropheroff,alsothesameatourson’s

schoolandIguesswewillfigureouttherest



aswegoonco-parentingwithmypartnerinthepictureof

course’’

Her‘’totallyunderstandableThandiwe,andcongratulationsyou

toolookgoodtogether’’Iblush,Ilook

atSizweandhelooksserious,hescratcheshisheadandchuckle

Him‘’uhmsoyouareaskingformypermissionor?’’Ilaugh

Me‘’woahcalmdownsir,don’tgetmetwistedIamdefinitely

notaskingforpermissionIwasjust

informingyououtofrespectasmychildren’sfather,Ididn’t

wantyoutohearitfromoutsideorworse

fromthekids,Idon’twantunnecessarydramathat’sallIam

avoidingbytellingyouaboutmyprivate

life’’Isayandhelooksatmeandnods,Icantellheismadas

hell,tryingtokeepitallin,Idon’tcarehe

canexplodeifhewants.

Her‘’that’sverynobleofyoubabe’’Ismileather

Me‘’okaythenIneedtoleavenow,Ineedtoheadhometobath

thekidsbeforedinner’’

Her‘’okayandpleasekissmyNunu’sforme’’

Me‘’sincetheyarenotcomingthisweekendyoucanhavethem

fortheremainingschooldays’’



Her‘’Iwouldreallylovethat,canIpickthemupfromschool

tomorrowandIwillbringthembackFriday

later’’sheismanythingsyesbutshegenuinelycaresformy

childrenandtheyalsolovespendingtime

withher.

Me‘’noproblem,Iwillinformthem,bye’’

Her‘’byedear,drivesafely’’

Noedits.
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RAZOR

IdecidedthatmydaughtermadeherlifechoicesandIshould

letherbe,Ihavetakeadecisiontostop

blamingmyselfforhowsheturnedout,IagreethatImight

havecontributedinsomewaybutItried

makingthingsrightandshedidn’twantthat.thereisnousein

holdingbackmylifeandletmywifeand



OliviasufferbecauseofMercy’sdecisions,itistimeIgavethem

myfullattention,yessheismy

daughterandIwillalwaysloveherbutit’stimeIletherget

burnedandwaitforhertogenuinelycome

andaskforhelp.IleftcourtawhileagosonowIamgoingto

buymywifesomeflowers,Igetto

Woolworthsandbuythem,shewilllovethem,aguybehindme

laughs

Him‘’Iwonderwhatyoudidtobebuyingflowers’’

Me‘’Idon’tunderstand’’

Him‘’whatareyouapologizingfortoyourwoman’’

Me‘’whydomean’’hechuckles

Him‘’usblackmandon’tbuyflowersunlesswedidsomething’’I

laugh

Me‘’nopedon’tincludemeinthatplease,Iambuyingflowers

formywifejustforhertoknowthatI

loveandappreciatehernotbecauseIamapologizingfor

somethingIdid’’

Him‘’that’safirst’’



Me‘’clearlymeibra’’Isayandwalkaway,whathappenedto

menthough.Ipayfortheflowersandgo

getthetakeawayfromherfavoriterestaurantanddrivehome.

IgetthereandsheisnothereyetsoI

setupasimpledinnerfortwo.AnhourlaterIhearFrankOcean

playingoutsideandIknowsheishome.

Igostandbythedoorandwaitforher,themusicfromthecar

stopandaminutelaterthedooropens,

sheistillsinging

Me‘’welcomehomemywife’’

Her‘’ohheybaby’’

Me‘’theseareforyou’’sheblushes

Her‘’ohlovethankyoutheyaresobeautifulthanks’’

Me‘’notasbeautifulasyou,comehere’’shewalksclosertome

andIfoldherinmyembrace

Her‘’youareinagoodmood’’

Me‘’whywouldn’tIbe,IwantyoutoknowthatIloveyouso

muchMrs.MotaungandIappreciate

everythingyoudoforme’’

Her‘’Ididsayforeverandalwaysinfrontofourfriends,family



andGod’’

Me‘’andyoulivebyyourvowswitheachpassingday,Iam

blessed’’

Her‘’thebiblesayshewhofindsawifefindsagoodthing’’

Me‘’Amen’’

Her‘’Ihopeyouarehelpingmecooktoday’’Ilaugh

Me‘’noneedmylove,Igotakeawaysfromthatrestaurantyou

lovesomuch’’

Her‘’ohthankGod,Iamsotired’’

Me‘’hecticday’’

Her‘’yesbaby,plusIamwritingtomorrowIhavebeenstudying

atthelibrary’’

Me‘’inthatcaselet’sgoeatandgetonwiththestudying’’

Herthankyoubaby’’

Me‘’whatareyouwriting’’

Her‘’molecularmedicine’’

Me‘’ohboy,canyoubeinthirdyearalready,cozIsawitonly

hastwomodules’’shelaughs

Her‘’yeptwobuttheyareverycomplexbabe’’Isighandwego

andeatsowecanstartstudying



SIZWE

Idon’tknowwhatThandiwethinksthisis,sheexpectsmetosit

backandrelaxwhilesheplayshappy

familiesmychildren,can’tshejustfornicateandleavemykids

outofthisnonsenseofhers,Ihaveto

consultmylawyerfindoutifIcanhavesolecustodyofmy

children,soshecangoanddateMbusoin

peace,imaginehavingthatguy,whoworksformebytheway

cometopickupmychildrenfrommy

house,hewillthinkweareonthesamelevel.Thisbullshitmust

justend,whatThandiweneedstodois

beamotherandfocusonherbusiness.Idropthecupmaking

Thatoscreamabit

Me‘’fuck’’Icussundermybreath

Her‘’Iwillgogetthebroom’’shesaysanddisappearstothe

utilityroomandcomesbacktocleanup,I

gogetanothercupandpourcoffee



Me‘’thanksbabe’’

Her‘’sitdownSizwe’’Idoasshesay’sandIdon’tlikethelook

onherface

Me‘’areyouokaymylove?’’

Her‘’Ishouldbeaskingyouthat’’

Me‘’Iamokaybabe’’

Her‘’noyouarenot,sinceThandiwetoldusaboutthechange

insituationsyouhavebeenmopping

aroundthishouse,breakingthings,Imeanyoudon’tevensleep

atnight’’

Me‘’comeonbabyyouareoverthinkingthings’’

Her‘’noIamnotsowhatisyourproblem’’Isigh

Me‘’Ijustdon’tunderstandwhyshewantsmychildrentomeet

heruselessboyfriend’’shelaughs

Her‘’shewouldarguethesamewithme’’

Me‘’it’snotthesamebabe,youaremywifenotsomefling’’

Her‘’anddidn’tyouhearhersaytheyareveryseriouswiththeir

relationship,whatkindofmotherdo

youthinkThandiweisSizwe’’

Me‘’onewhodoesn’thaveherprioritiesstraight’’shechuckles



Her‘’youareunbelievable’’

Me‘’IamnotThato,sheshouldbelookingaftermychildrenand

makingherbusinessprosper’’

Her‘’sheisdoingthatperfectlyso.yourproblemisyouwant

hertonothavealife’’

Me‘’that’snottrue’’

Her‘’Sizwewecheatedandhurther,webrokeherandshe

foughttobeokay,sheforgaveusandsheis

tryingbyallmeanstogetalongwiththebothofusforthesake

ofthosechildren,Iamgratefulforthat

becauseIhavecometoloveyourchildrenverymuchandI

respectthatwomansomuch,youneedto

stopthisthing,leaveThandiwetoliveherlife,shedeservesa

manthatwillloveandappreciateher’’

Me‘’Thatobabe’’

Her‘’Nodon’tjustifyyourpettiness,youneverthoughtshewill

findherself,youwantedhertomope

aroundandcryforyouallherlife,that’snothowlifeworks

Sizwe.Orwhatisit,youstillinlovewith

her’’Isighandstandgoingtoherquickly

Me‘’youknowyouaretheonlywomanIhaveeverloved’’



Her‘’thenwhatisyourproblem’’

Me‘’Ijustdon’twantmykidsinthisfling’’

Her‘’itisnotaflingandletmetellyousomething,youseeme

andyou,wearegoingtosupport

Thandiwe,wearegoingtobethereforherwhileshewalksthis

journeybecausemeandyouarethe

reasonshewasbroken.Mbusowillbeapartofthekidslife,

theywillhavetwomothersandtwofathers

andyouwillacceptMbusoandmakethisco-parentingthing

work,doyouunderstandme’’

Me‘’Iunderstandyoubaby’’mywifecanbescaryattimes

Her‘’goodnowyouwillpickupthatphoneandcallherto

apologize,Iamgoingtogetthekidsready’’

THANDIWE

Everythingiscomingalongverywell,mybusinessisnewbutI

don’twanttolieIdidn’tstruggleasmuch

asstartup’susuallydoit’struewhentheysaywhenit’syour

turnforGodtoblessyoueverythingwill



justhappenevenwhenyouarenotliftingafinger.MbusoandI

justcamebackfrommeetingwithareal

estateagent;hesuggestedthatIfindanofficeevenifit’s

somethingsmallwherepeoplewillbeableto

findus.Wecheckedout5placesandIlovedthemall,myman

saidweshouldgohavebreakfastthenwe

discusswhichoneisthebest.

Me‘’sobabeIlovetheoneinSandton’’

Him‘’nobabyIthinkyoushouldgowiththeoneinRandburg,

therentwillbecheaperandit’seasily

accessiblethereoneinSandtonishardtolocateandhuuuitis

costly’’

Me‘’truelove’’

Him‘’plustheoneinRandburghas5officesandanopenplan.

Thebathroomsisarebigenough’’

Me‘’exactlylove,Iwilltakeoneoffice,theotherwillbeforthe

Logisticsmanager,theotherfor

OperationsmanagerandHumanResourceswilltakethe4th

one’’

Him‘’whatabouttheopenplanandthe5thoffice’’



Me‘’Iwasgonnamakethe5thofficeourboardroombabeand

theopenplanthereception’’hesmile

Him‘’perfect,asthecompanygrowsyouwillrenttheother

floororbetterwebuylandandbuildyour

officesthere’’

Me‘’Ilovethesecondoption’’

Him‘’Iamsoproudofyoubabe’’myphoneringsandIfrown

Me‘’it’sSizwe’’

Him‘’takeitloveitmightbeaboutthekids,theyarewithhim

angisho’’Inodandanswer

Me‘’Sizwe…verywellthanks...yes…ohokay…uhmIreally

appreciatethat…Iwilllethimknowbye’’

Him‘’andthen’’Ilaugh

Me‘’hewasapologizingforhisreaction’’

Him‘’wowSizweDlomoapologize’’

Me‘’Iamasshockedasyou’’

Him‘’solongasheisnotgoingtomakethingsdifficultIdon’t

mind’’

Me‘’hesaysThatoinvitedustodinner’’welaugh

Him‘’arewegoing’’



Me‘’damnrightwearemylove.Hemustbreathethroughthe

wound’’

Him‘’aowkodwaSthandwasam’’hesayschuckling

Me‘’askRefiloeforLwethuwearetakingherwithus’’hesmiles

Him‘’wonttheymind?’’

Me‘’wehave3childrenbabywhyleaveonebehind’’

Him‘’Iloveyousomuchbabe,Thankyouforloving

Thandolwethulikeyourown’’

Me‘’IwouldbelyingifIsaidIloveyoubutnotloveyourchild’’

Him‘’ungenzanikodwamaDlamini’’Iblush

Me‘’tellmebabe’’

Him‘’let’sstopthisgamebeforeItakeyouhomeandbothmiss

ourmeetingsfortheday’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iagreemntungwa’’

Him‘’youcominghometonightangithi’’

Me‘’weeLungileisgoingtokillusstruunasi’’webothlaugh

Him‘’don’tworrybabyIwillhaveawordwithher’’

Me‘’whatareyougoingtosay’’

Him‘’somegrownupstaffbaby’’Irollmyeyes



MERCY

Mylifehastakenaturnfortheworst,Idon’tevenknowwhat

todoreally,Idon’thaveanyoneor

anythingtheonlythingIhaveismycocaine,itcomfortsme,it

numbsthepainaway.Everyonehashurt

andleftme,firstmymother,thenmyfatherchoosethatgood

fornothingwomanoverme,mysister

wantsnothingtodowithme,Vusileftmeforanotherwoman,

thenKojogivesmethisvirus,Iam

beyondhurtIwon’tliereally.IwishImadedifferentchoices

maybeIwouldn’tbehere,butoutof

everyonethathashurtmeVusimademethisway,ifhedidn’t

leavemeIwouldn’thavemadesuch

recklessdecisions.IblamehimforeverythingIhavebeen

through.Ihavebeenscoutingtheirhousefor

aweeknow,Urielisevenpregnant,Ihatehersomuch,andthat

girlstolemylife.IseeVusi’sfatherget

intheUber,andafewminuteslaterthatgirlarriveslookinglike

awhale,Iwasn’tawarethattearswere



streamingdownmyface,butwhybecauseIamhighoffmy

senses,Ishouldn’tbefeelinganything.I

takeoutapackofcocaineandsniffsomedirectlyfromthebag.

That’sitbetter.Sheisstrugglingtofind

somethinginherhandbag,shefinallygetsitandthegateopens.

ShewalksinandIrunquicklybefore

thegateclosesluckilythereisatreebythegatesoImanageto

hidebehindit.Iwaitforhertogetinthe

houseandafterabout20minutesImakemywayin,shedoesn’t

evenhavetaste,theisahugeportrait

ofthemonthewall,lookingatitIfeelsomuchrage,sheowes

mealife,thisissupposedtobememy

life.Inoticetheknifeontheplatewithanappleandpear;Itake

theknifeandjustbashherfaceonthepicture

Her‘’whoareyouandwhatareyoudoinginmyhouse’’hevoice

startlesme,Iturntofaceherandshe

gaspsforair

Me‘’yesbitchit’sme’’

Her‘’Mercywhatdoyouwantinmyhouse’’Ilaugh

Me‘’myhouseyoumean,afterallyoustolehimfrommeandhe



usedmyfather’smoneytobuyitall’’

Her‘’yourfamilyislookingforyou’’

Me‘’howwouldyouknow,ohyeahyouarefriendswithmyevil

stepmother,howcanIforget’’

Her‘’Mercyleavemyhousenow’’

Me‘’Idon’tthinksosweetheart.Youstoleeverythingfromme

andyouwillpay’’IsayandIseeher

handsgoingtoherbelly

Her‘’leavenoworIwillcallthepolice’’

Me‘’bythetimetheygethereIwillbedonewithyou’’

Her‘’pleaseMercy’’Ilaughandmakemywaytoher,weare

bothstartledbyavoice

Him‘’honeyIamhomeandIbroughtyourfavorite’’heshouts

Her‘’babyhelpme’’sheshoutsbackandIrunbehindherquick

andputtheknifeonherthroat,hegets

intheloungeinananosecondandhiseyesshootoutashe

seesthesituation

Him‘’MercypleaseputtheknifedownpleaseIbegyou’’

Me‘’shestolemylifeVusi,shestoleyoufrommeVusi’’heis

panickingoutofhismind



Him‘’noMercyitwasneverherfaultblameme,ifyouwant

someonetohurtit’smesheisinnocentin

allofthisplease’’hepleads

Me‘’noshewasthetemptationthatledyouastrayfromour

marriage,womanlikeherdon’tdeserveto

live’’Urielwasnowcrying

Him‘’Mercysheispregnantpleasethinkcarefulwhatyouwant

todoright’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ihavethoughtlongandhardmylove’’Isayandslither

throatopen,Vusiscreamshislungsout

Him‘’Mercywhathaveyoudone’’herunsandscoopsherinhis

arms,carefullyplaceherdownonthe

floortakingoffhisshirttostopthebleeding,Idroptheknife

andputmyhandonmymouth

Me‘’ohmyGodwhathaveIdone’’IsayasIrealizewhatIhave

done,Isitdownandhugmylegsscared

Him‘’babypleasestaywithme,don’tcloseyoureyesplease

love’’hesaysandtakeshisphoneanddialstheambulance

Noedits

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS



CHAPTER127

VUSI

Idon’tthinkIhaveeverbeenthisscaredinmylife,Itookmy

shirtandappliedpressuretothewound,I

amtryingmybesttomakesurethatshedoesn’tclosehereyes

butsheisstruggling,Ican’tloseherand

ourson,Iwouldgocompletelyinsane,Icalledtheambulance

andtheysaidtheywillbeherein5

minutesbutithasalready7minutes,Iampanicking,Ijustwant

togetmyhandsonMercy,Iamgoingto

killherwithmyownbarehands.Sheisbusycryingbehindme

makingmeangry.Ihearthesoundofthe

ambulanceandquicklypresstheremotetoopenthegateanda

minutelaterthemedicsgetinwitha

stretcherandotherequipment,theyputanoxygenmaskonher

andotherthings,thetwoputheron

thestretcherwhilethethirdoneputspressureonthewound.I

amnowcryingseeingherlikethat

breaksmyheart.IwasabouttogoanddealwithMercywhen



thecopswalked,IamshockedbecauseIhaven’tcalled

Police‘’sirpleaseletushandleher’’

Me‘’howdidyou?’’

Police‘’thehospitalhavetocalluswhentheyreceiveacall

aboutashootingorstabbing’’

Me‘’sheslitherthroat,thisbitchslitmywoman’sthroat’’

Police‘’wewilltakeherwithtothestation,don’ttakethelaw

intoyourownhands’’Iletgoofherand

shecriesharder

Me‘’youwillrotinhellMercy,youwilldieallaloneandbitter’’

Her‘’Ididn’tknowwhatIwasdoingpleaseVusiIamsorry

please’’Ididn’tevenwaitforhertogoonI

justtookmycarkeysandleftfollowingtheambulancetothe

hospital.Igetthereandtheyhadalready

rushedhertotheOperatingroom,IwastoldtowaitandtheDr

willcometoinformmewhenhethey

aredoneinthere.Idon’tknowwhattodoIamamessandIam

pacingupanddownwithabarechest

hopingthatanyonewillcomeoutandtellmethattheywillboth



beokay,ithurtssobad,Ican’tlose

anotherchild,itwillkillme.Idon’twanttothinkoflifewithout

Uriel,myangelonearth,ohMercyyou

willpaydearlyforwhatyouhavedonetome.Imanagedtocall

herparents.Ikeptaskingthenurses

whatisgoingonbuttheykeepsayingIshouldwaitfortheDr.

Mandlacomesintothewaitingroom

runningandIjustbrokedownandcriedseeinghim

Him‘’Iamsosorryntwanayam’’

Me‘’Ican’tlosethemntwanayamIcan’t’’Icrysopainfully

Him‘’mydoctorsaredoingeverythingintheirpowertosave

them’’

Me‘’itfeelslikemyheartisrippedoutofmychest’’

Him‘’tryandbestrongforthempleasemaVusana’’

Me‘’Iamtryingbutthethoughtoflosingthem’’

Him‘’whathappenedVusi’’

Me‘’Mercyslitherthroat,shesaidthatsheowedheralifethat

shestolemefromher’’

Him‘’thatgirliscrazymos’’

Me‘’thisisallmyfault,Ishouldn’thaveplayedthemagainst



eachother’’

Him‘’don’tdothat,yourealizedthatitwaswrong,sheshould

havejustacceptedthatyouchoseUriel

andmovedonwithher’’

Me‘’Iamnotovermydaughter’sdeaththisisgoingtobreak

meMandla’’

Him‘’sheisgoingtobefine,yoursonisgoingtobeokay’’

Me‘’Ibegyoupleasesavethemplease’’

Him‘’letmegoandcheckonthem’’

Me‘’thankyountwana’’

SIZA

Ihonestlyappreciatemyhusbandhelpingmeoutwiththe

studying,hemakesitsoeasy,hetaughtme

thestickynotesmethodanditworkslikemagic.Hesayshe

useditwhenhewasstillstudyinglaw.We

managedtokillonechapterandIhaveitallinmyheadnow,we

tookabreakandwatchedoneepisode

ofGrey’sAnatomy.IamhonestlytiredbutIneedtoreviseone



morechapterandIwillreadytowrite

tomorrowafternoonandthenwewaitforexamstostart.Ihad

myfeetonMo’slapandhewas

massagingthem.Itfeelssodamngood.Myphoneringsandhe

frowns

Me‘’don’tbethatperson’’helaughsandIpickup

Me‘’heyMandla...what,whathappened?...ohmyGodno…Iwill

berightthere’’Ihanguptearsstream

downmyface

Him‘’Softbaby,what’swrong?’’heasksalreadyfoldingmein

hisarms

Me‘’yourdaughterdidtheunspeakableMolemo’’

Him‘’whathasMercydonethistime’’

Me‘’hewenttoVusi’shouseandslitUriel’sthroat’’Ihearthe

airleavehislungs

Him‘’OhmyGod.Howisshe?’’hesaysclosinghiseyes

Me‘’sheisinsurgeryandMandlasaysit’sbad’’

Him‘’getupbabylet’sgoseehowsheis’’hesaysandgoes

downtoputonmyshoes,Icuphisfaceand



seethehurtinhiseyes

Me‘’thisisnotyourfaultbabe.Pleasedon’tblameyourself’’

Him‘’Ican’thelpbutfeellikeIamtheonewhowasholdingthat

knife’’

Me‘’heyheyIwillnotletyoutalklikethatdoyouunderstand

me’’Isayandhejustlet’shistearsfall

Him‘’ohSoft’’Mercyishurtingeveryoneandsheisnoteven

aware.Molemohasbeentryingtodeal

withallshejustdidnowhehastodealwithherbeinginjail.I

lethimcryawhilewhenhisdoneIwipe

himandwegotothecarandIdrivetothehospital,weget

thereandfindVusiwithUriel’sparents

Me‘’sanibonani’’Igreetandtheygreetback,IgohugUriel’s

mom

Me‘’ohmama’’

Her‘’mybaby,Sizaohthisisnothappening’’

Me‘’Iamsosorrymama,butweknowherandsheisafighter

shewillpullthrough’’

Her‘’whywouldthisgirldothistomydaughter’’sheasksandI

havenoideawhattosaytoher.

Molemocomesnear



Him‘’IamherfatherandIamsosorryshedidthistoyour

daughter,Idon’tevenknowwhattosayto

youbutpleaserestassuredthatshewillrotinprisonforthis,I

willpersonallymakesureofthis’’

Her‘’Iwillneverholdyoupersonallyforyourdaughtersactions,

asparentswetrybutourchildrenwill

choosetheirownpathnomatterourteachings’’

Him‘’andpleasedon’thesitatetotellmeifyouneed

something’’

Her‘’thankyousomuch’’Uriel’smothersaid,IwenttoVusi

Me‘’sheisgoingtobeokay’’

Him‘’IpraysoSizahonestly’’wesitandsitforhourstilltheDr

comes,weallstandandrushtohim

Dr‘’Iamverysorry,wedidallwecouldbutthedamagewasjust

toomuch.Welostthemboth’’Ifeltmy

heartstop,andVusijustwentdownonhiskneesandscreamed

inagony,hiscrypiecesthroughmy

heart,ohGod.Uriel’smotherwascryinginherhusband’sarms,

MolemowentdowntocomfortVusi,I

haveneverseenhimlikethisGod,seeingamanweeplikethis

showshowmuchheisbrokeninside



Him‘’theycan’tdie,Urielandmysoncan’tleaveme,whydid

Godallowthis,why‘’hesaysinpain

Me‘’IamsosorryVusi’’Isaywithmyowntearsstreaming

downmyface

Him‘’Iwanttodietoo,letmediebecauseIdon’thaveanything

toleaveforwithoutherIhavenowhere

toturnto’’thisisallsoheartbreakingohNkosi’yam

MOLEMO

Wegothomeintheweehoursofthemorning,seeingthatgirls

parentslikethatmademefeelsoguilty,

mydaughterkilledtheirs,poorVusihehaslostawomanhe

loveswithallhisheartandhissonatthe

sametimeallbecauseofhispast.IhadaskedtheDr’stogive

Sizasomethingtohelphersleepsoshe

canbeabletogoandwritetomorrow,atleastshestudied

beforewegottoittogether.Ikepttossing

andturninguntilIcouldn’tanymore,itwasjustafter7soItook

ashowerandaskedthehelpertowake

Sizaat8soshecanreviseagainbeforeshegoestowriteat



3pm.Idriveandfinallygettothepolice

station.Isighandgetoutofthecar.Mycontactstheremakeit

possibleformetomeether,Igetinone

ofthecellsandsheisintherebusyscratchingherselfand

rubbinghernose,obviouslycravingforafix,thischild

Her‘’papathankGodyoucame’’

Me‘’howdidyousleepknowingthatyoukilledawomanandher

child’’

Her‘’ohmyGodtheyaredead’’

Me‘’whatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappenMercy,youslither

throat’’

Her‘’Iwasjusttryingtoscarethem’’

Me‘’wellcongratulationMercyyouscaredthemtodeath’’Isay

andwipemytear

Her‘’Iamverysorry’’

Me‘’isn’tthatwhatyouaregoodat’’

Her‘’Ireallymeanit,IswearthistimeifyougetmeoutofthisI

willchangedaddy,Iwillgotoschool

andstudylaw,Ipromisedaddy’’Ilaugh



Me‘’becauseyoujustmessupanddaddycomestoyourrescue

right?’’

Her‘’don’tseeitlikethatplease’’

Me‘’Mercyyoukilledtwohumanbeings,amotherandasonfor

yourownselfishreasons’’

Her‘’Iwillalwaysregretthatpapakaokopaplease’’

Me‘’youareacurseMercy,youarenothingaparentshouldbe

proudof,youareanexcuseofahuman

being,youareselfishandyouareacompletenarcissist,youjust

killedinnocentsoulsandyoushowno

remorseforit,insteadyouwantmetomakealldisappear,you

don’twanttofacetheconsequences’’

Her‘’youarehurtingmepapa’’

Me‘’mypointexactlyMercy,youarethinkingofnoonebut

yourselfevenafterkillingyouarestill

importantsomehow’’shesaysnothing

Me‘’Iwantyougetusedtothisplacebecauseitisgoingtobe

yourhomefortherestofyourlife’’

Her‘’youarenothelpingme’’

Me‘’bylettingyoustayhereIamhelpingyoumorethanyou

canimagine’’



Her‘’youcan’tdothattome,daddyyouarealawyerplease

helpme’’

Me‘’noIamhelpingthosetwoinnocentlivesyoujusttook,Iam

helpingVusi,andIamhelpingher

parents,youtookawayeverythingfromthemwithoutthinking

twice’’

Her‘’Iwillchangeforyoupapaplease’’

Me‘’don’tdoanythingformeMercy,lookingatyourightnow

makesmesicktomystomach’’

Her‘’youlovemepleasedaddy,rememberIamyourprincess’’

Me‘’youweremyprincess,butnowyouareademonIcan’t

recognize’’Isayandturntoleavehershe

quicklycomesandholdsmylegbeggingmetogetheroutof

thatplace,Ijustwigglemyletandwalk

out.Shewillrotinthisplace,shewilltakeresponsibilityforher

actions,andshewillpayforheractions.

AsmuchasIloveherIwillnotletthatinfluencemetomake

thingseasierforher,shemadeherbed

nowshemustlieinit.igetbacktomycaranddrivebackhome.

Thepaininmyheat,myconcernjust

goestoVusiandthatgirlsparents,Ican’tbegintoimaginehow



theyarefeeling,Iwouldhavebeendevastatedloosingchild,

evenifitwasthisevilchildMercy.

OLIVIA

Nowwhatmysisterdidthistimeispureevil,sheissoheartless

Ihaveneverseenanythinglikeher

before,howcanonepersonbelikethis,ifIdidn’tknowbetterI

wouldswearMercysuffersfroma

mentalproblemlikemebutIdoknowbetterandIknowsheisa

narcissist,selfcenteredarrogantand

entitledbrat,aftersolongshewentandclaimedVusiasher

ownforwhatexactly,ifshehadjust

acceptedgoingtorehabshewouldhaveavoidedthisevildeed.i

haveneverseenStevelikethis,andI

wonderwhatkindofheartacheVusiisgoingthroughrightnow,

losingtheloveofyourlifeandchildat

timeGodIcan’timaginehowitwouldfeelloosingSteve.Hehas

hisheadonmylap

Me‘’howishebaby’’



Him‘’tosayheishurtwouldbeanunderstatement’’

Me‘’ohmyGod,thisisjustsopainful’’

Him‘’hisfathersayshehasn’teatenanythingsincethedaythey

diedandbabythathasbeen3days,all

hedoesisstayintheirbedroominhersideofherbedinher

nightgown,heisbrokenLiv’’

Me‘’Iamsosorrybaby’’

Him‘’ohlove,thisthinghitmeharditgotmethinkingOlivia,

whatwouldIdoifyouweretodieand

leavemeinthisworld’’

Me‘’ohbabydon’tthinkaboutthis’’

Him‘’Olivialifeissoshortit’sscary,IwantyoutoknowthatI

loveyouwithallmyheart.yourpresence

inmylifehaschangedeverythingaboutmebabe,allthelittle

thingsyoudoInoticeandappreciate

them,whenyoudoanythinglovejustkeepinmindthatthereis

aStevenwhoismadlyinlovewithyou

andwoulddoabsolutelyeverythinghecantokeepyouhappy

always’’Iletoutatear

Me‘’Iloveyousomuchbaby,meetingyoumademewholeagain,

yourlovegavemeconfidencetobe



abletoloveagainfullywithoutfeelingneedy’’

Him‘’Iwantustoliveeverydaybabe,Iwantustobebest

friendswitheachpassingday,Iwanttoseal

thedealwithyou,Idon’twanttoliveapartfromyou’’

Me‘’whatareyousayingtomebaby’’hesmiles

Him‘’IamsayingIwanttogetmyshittogethermorethanever

now,getthatcompanyofftheground

andgohaveatalkwithyourfather,Iwanttoaskhimtoallow

metomarryyou,Iwantyoutoprepare

carryingourchildrenoneaftertheotheruntilwehaveasoccer

team’’Igiggle

Me‘’areyouseriousrightnow’’

Him‘’Idon’tthinkIhaveeverbeensureaboutsomethingand

someoneinmylife’’

Me‘’youwanttomakemelittleoldmeOliviaawife’’

Him‘’mywifeyes’’Iblush

Me‘’andmetocarryminiStevens’’hesmiles

Him‘’Icanimagineyouwithabigbelly,cravingsexeachand

everyminute,callingtoaskmetopickup

ouroldestfromschoolcozyouaretooheavy’’hesayschuckling



Me‘’Iwouldreallylovethatbabe’’

Him‘’thengivemealittletimemybabeandIwillgiveitallto

you’’Iblushandkisshim

Me‘’don’ttaketoolongnow,youhavesoldmesomethingI

wantwithallmyheart’’

Him‘’Iamhappytohearthat,canwegoshowerandgosee

Vusibabe’’

Me‘’absolutelylove’’Isay

Him‘’IneedtogoseeUriel’sparents’’

Me‘’IneedtoaskSizahowthefuneralarrangementsaregoing,

shewashelpingthemwithdad’’

Him‘’yeahVusimentionedthat,andluckilyhemanagedtotell

themallhewantsforherburial’’

Me‘’IpraythatGodgiveshimthestrengthtobeokaylove’’

Him‘’metoobabe,thisjustremindsmeofPhephe’sfuneralall

overagain’’IsighandthinkofVusi

SIZWE

TonightwearehostingThandiweandherboyfriend,Thatotold



metobeonmybestbehaviororallhell

willbreaklooseandsomehowthatstatementalmostmademe

shitmypants,whyarewivesso

intimidating,Iwaseventoldtotellmymothertobackoffthis,

cozshewentwildwhenItoldherabout

MbusoandThandiwe.Ididn’tevengotoworkcozIhadtohelp

hercleanandcookthedinnerandinmy

opinion,shecookedtoomuchfoodfor4peopleandlittlekids

reallybutIwon’tdaresaythattoher

face,Ifinishedtakingashowerandsheisbythemirrorapplying

make-up

Me‘’youlookbeautifulbabe’’

Her‘’thankyoulove’’

Me‘’whattimearetheygettinghere’’

Her‘’anyminutenow,andDlomopleasebehaveIamaskingyou

again’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IpromiseloveIwon’tdoanythingtoruinthis,likeyousaid

thisisaboutthekids’’shesmilesandI

continuedressing,wegetdownstairsandimmediatelythedoor

bellringsandIgoopen



Me‘’heyguyswelcome’’IsayandimmediatelyKayisewantsme

soItakeher,daddy’sprincess

Tha‘’hey,Idon’tneedtodoanyintroductionsright’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ofcourseMbusoandIarewellacquainted’’Isayandwe

shakehands

Mbuso‘’thisisforyou,andtheseareforyourwife’’hegivesme

anexpensivebottleofwhiskyand

flowersforThato,whoappears

Her‘’ohheyguys,welcome’’shesaysgivingthemhugsand

kissingthekids

Me‘’theseareforyoubabe,fromMbuso’’

Her‘’ohsuchagentleman,thankyoutheyarebeautiful’’

Mbuso‘’Iamgladyoulikedthem’’

Her‘’comeguyslet’sgothefoodisready’’wefollowhertothe

diningareaandeveryonesitsdown,we

dishandstarteatingoveralightconversation,untilmyson

say’ssomethingtodistractus

Boy‘’myfriendsatschooldidn’tbelievewhenItoldthemthatI

havetwomommiesandtwodaddies

andtwosisters,theylaughedandsaideverythingofminegoes

intwo’s’’



Tha‘’tellthemyouarehighlyblessedandfavoredbaby’’

Boy‘’Ididmommy’’heresponds

Her‘’soareyouhappyboy’’mywifeasks

Boy‘’veryhappymama’’hesaysgiggling

Me‘’sonowthatyouhavetwofromeachsidehowwillyoucall

us’’

Boy‘’that’seasydaddy’’heexplainsthatThandiweismommy,

Thatoismama,IamdaddyandMbusois

papa,wealllaughsocarefree

Mbuso‘’that’ssmartmyboy,butwhataboutyoursister’’

Boy‘’IcallKayiseMomosoLwethuwillbeLele’’hesayssmiling

Tha‘’ohmybigboy,Iamsoproudofyoumylove’’

Boy‘’canIgowatchcartoons’’

Her‘’takeyoursisterswith’’hesulksbutstakesthemwith.

OncetheyareoutofsightIclearmythroat

Me‘’uhmIwouldliketosayIamsorryforallIeverputyou

through,andThandiweIampersonally

proudofthewomanyouhavebecomeandIamhappyforyou

andMbusoandIhopeyoutwowillprosper’’

Tha‘’Ireallyappreciatethat’’Iraisemyglassandtheydothe



same

Me‘’toCo-Parenting’’Isay.

Them‘’toCo-Parenting’’thereplyandweclickourglasses

Mbuso‘’Ithinkweshouldhavedinneronceamonthsothekids

cangetusedtothis’’

Me‘’Iagree,itisagreatidea’’Iseemywifesmileatmeand

Thandiwelooksatmeshocked.

Noedits
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CHAPTER128

VUSI

Ithasbeenaweeksinceweburiedtheloveofmylifeandour

son,IamtornapartIwon’tlieIdon’t

evenknowwheretostarttryingtopickupthepiecesofmylife.

Ican’thelpbutblamemyselfforthis,ifI

didn’tplayMercyandUrielmaybeshewouldn’thaveresorted

tothis,Ishouldhaveendedthingswith



MercyfirstbeforemakingamoveonUrielnowsheisgoneand

goneforever.Lastnightinmydreams,

theeventsofmydaughterspassingplayedalloveragain,I

rememberedthecurseSizalaidonmeandI

brokedownalloveragain,Iamsolemnlyresponsibleforboth

mychildren’sdeath,Irememberthehurt

IputSizathroughanditfuelledmyguilt.Iamanexcuseofa

man,Ihavehurtwomanandplayedwith

them,isthistheuniversepunishingforeverythingIhavedone.

Shewalksin

Her‘’areyouokay,IcameassoonasIcould’’IcalledSizaand

askedhertocomeseemeafterherclass.

SeeingherIjustwentandkneeledinfrontofhertears

streaming

Me‘’SizakeleIamsosorrypleaseforgivemefromthedepthof

youheart’’

Her‘’whatareyouapologizingfornow’’

Me‘’IhavehurtyouintheworstpossiblewayandIneedyouto

forgiveme’’

Her‘’Idon’tunderstand’’



Me‘’thedeathofourdaughter,Sizaplease’’

Her‘’IlongforgaveyouVusi,youknowthis’’Ishakemyheard

Me‘’rememberthecurseSiza,yousaidIwillneverknowthe

joysofhavingachildinmyhomeandmy

sonSiza’’Isaybreakingdown

Her‘’OhMyGodVusi’’shesayssoundingsoshocked

Me‘’IamreallysorryforallIdidtoyouandourdaughter,I

sincerelyapologizefornotmakingPhephea

priorityfornotbeingtherewhensheneededmethemost’’

Her‘’Iamresponsibleforallofthis’’

Me‘’nopleasedon’tsaythat,Iamresponsibleforit,it’sonme

Siza.Phephe,Urielandmysonit’sallon

me,youhavenohandinthis,youlaidthatcurseonmebecause

ofwhatIdidtoyou,thepainIcoursed

you’’shehelpsmestandup

Her‘’IamsosorryVusi,Ifullyforgiveyou,IpromiseIforgive

youwillallmyheart’’

Me‘’please,IwillneverhurtanotherwomanlikethatIswearto

you’’

Her‘’it’sokayVusi,thatcurseItakeitback’’myfather’svoice



startlesus

Him‘’wewillneedtoperfumeanancestralceremonyforthat’’

Me‘’kodwababaDaliissickandwecan’tslaughterananimal’’

Him‘’that’strueson,wewillhavetowaitforyourmotherto

feelbetter’’

Me‘’sheisanotherstorybaba,sheisnotgettinganybetter’’

Him‘’IknowsonIknow’’hesaysandsighs

Her‘’Vusi,abouttherequestshemade,Iwillgoandseeher’’my

fatherandIbothlookather

Me‘’youdon’thavetoifyounotreadySiza’’

Her‘’Iwillseeher’’

Him‘’areyousureaboutthat’’myfatherasks

Her‘’itistimeIfullyletgoofeverythingbaba’’

Me‘’shewillbehappytohearthatSiza,thankyousomuch’’

Her‘’it’sokay,Ineedtoleavenow,Ihavetogocookformy

husband,Ihaven’tbeendoingenoughof

mywifelydutiessinceexamsstarted’’

Him‘’inthatcasehurryhomemychild’’myfatherresponds

Me‘’ThankyouSizakeleandIamverysorry’’shesmilesatme



andbidsusfarewellthenleave.

RAZOR

Courtcaseaftercasethesedays,Ihardlyhavetimeforanything

andevenmywifeandthatneedsto

change,atleastsheisnotfeelingthisbecausesheiscurrently

busywithexamsandallofthat,soshe

spendsmostofhertimestudying.Webothcan’tbelievethat

sheisprogressingtoherthirdyearof

study;shehasreallymademeandeveryoneproudofher.Ijust

gotbackfromcourtandIhadto

prepareforanothercasetomorrowmorning,oneofmybig

shotshaslandedhiminsomesticky

situationssoIneedtofindawaytogethimoutofthis.my

officedooropensandIrollmyeyes

Me‘’somethingswillneverchange’’

Him‘’youshouldbehappytoseenotthis’’Gadafisays

Me‘’Iamshockedtoseeyouhere’’



Him‘’Ithasbeenawhilesincewegotachancetojustsitand

talk,wehaveneverwentonwithout

seeingeachotherfor5days’’

Me‘’yousoundsogayrightnow’’webothchuckle

Him‘’fuckyouMolemo’’Ilaugh

Me‘’butwhatyousayingistrue,weusedtoseeeachother

almosteveryday’’

Him‘’Iblameitongettingmarried’’

Me‘’IblameitonPrincessLetlotlo’’hesmiles

Him‘’youshouldseehowbigsheisnow,sheevendoesthis

thingwhenshedoesn’twanttosleep,I

swearshejustrebelswhenIbabysitherwhenhermothergoes

toclass’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whothoughtthemightyGadafiwouldbethingway’’

Him‘’IswearIlovebeingafatherandhusband,itisfulfilling’’

Me‘’marryingtherightwomandoesthattoyou’’

Him‘’youfuckyouhavebeenshootingblanks’’Ilaughoutloud

Me‘’andthewayIamalwaysonitGman,Ishouldhavescored

bynow’’

Him‘’giveSizaachance’’



Me‘’IamprettysureyouarenotgivingNtombiabreaksofuck

off’’

Him‘’Ithinkweshouldstartadvisingmantodateyounger

woman’’

Me‘’buttheone’sfromthatvillage’’

Him‘’true’’hesaysandwejustlaugh

Me‘’sotellmewhenareyouleavingthecartel’’hesighs

Him‘’mywifeaskedmethataweekago’’

Me‘’whatwasyouranswer’’

Him‘’youknowthishasbeenourlifesincewewereyoung.They

practicallyraisedusRazor.Ican’tjust

leavewithoutfindingtheperfectreplacement’’

Me‘’Itotallyunderstand,howhasthatSizweboybeen

performing?’’helaughs

Him‘’heispussywhippedthatone,henolongerhasinterestin

thecartel,hisboyspracticallyrun

everythingonhisbehalf’’

Me‘’thesewomanhaveusbytheballs’’

Him‘’tellmeaboutit,butiffeelssodamngood,Idon’tblame

him’’



Me‘’butyouneedtomakeadecisionquick,beforeLetlotlo

growsupmore’’

Him‘’IknowalreadyIpanicwhentheyarebothoutwithoutme’’

Me‘’exactlywhyIleftafterfindingSiza,theworrythestress,

overreactingandlookingoveryour

shoulderisnotcool’’

Him‘’Iwillhavetolayitdowntothreepeopleandmakeit

extremelydifficultthenwewillseewho

survivesit’’

Me‘’IwillhelpwhereIcan’’hefistbumpsme

MBUSO

MyrelationshipwithThandiwegrowsandgrowswitheach

passingday;Ineverthoughtwewouldgetto

thispointsoquicklyinourrelationship.Itotallyfeellikesheis

theonewhowascreatedmyrib,thisall

feelssoright,sheiseverythingIneverthoughtexistedinthis

messedupworld,thankyouSizwefor

lettinggoofthisdiamond,mydiamond.Lwethulovesher,her



kidsadoremesomuch,wehaveourmini

familyeverytwoweeksandithasmademerealizesomething.I

calledmyherwhenIwasleavingthe

officeandshesaidshewasatmyhousepreparingmyweeks

mealscozIwillbetooswampedtocook

whenIgetbackfromway.Ipackandwalkinandthearomahits

mynostrils.Ifindherinthekitchen

washingthedisheswithsomanyTupperwarecontainersfullof

food.Igotoherandhugherfrombehind

Me‘’heylove’’

Her‘’baby,welcomehome’’

Me‘’itsmellsniceinhere’’

Her‘’Imadeallyourfavorites’’

Me‘’youareGodsent’’Ikissherneck

Her‘’IamsorrybutIwon’tbeabletostayforlong,mamahasa

nightprayerandsheleavesin2hours’’

Me‘’It’sokaybabe,Itotallyunderstand,thankyoufortaking

timetocomeandcookforyourman’’

Her‘’ifIdon’ttakecareofyouwhowill’’Ismile



Me‘’babycanwegositdownandtalkaboutsomethingreal

quick’’shenarrowshereyes

Her‘’iseverythingokay?’’

Me‘’100% love,come’’Isayandleadhertotheloungemaking

hersitonmylap

Her‘’what’sgoingonlove’’

Me‘’Iknowweagreedthatwearegoingtoholdoffthe

marriagetopicforawhile,butThandiwe’’

Her‘’babywhat’swronghle’’shesayssoundingworried

Me‘’listenbaby,thishouseistoobigwithoutyouinit,thebed

issupercold,thesilenceiskillingme,I

missyousomuch.Idon’tthinkIwanttocontinuelikethis’’

Her‘’babywhatareyousaying,youbreakingupwithme?’’she

saysandtearsalreadyformedinher

eyes

Me‘’noneverlove,Icanneverwantthat,Ineedyoumorethan

youwilleverknow’’

Her‘’sowhatareyousayingMntungwa’’

Me‘’MaDlamini,uyimpiloyamngak’nikezwaabaphantshi

sthandwasam(youaremylife,Iwasgiven



youbymyancestorsmylove)’’Isayandsheblushes

Her‘’Mntungwa’’shesayshidingherfacefromme

Me‘’ThandiweDlaminiIaskthatyoumoveinwithmemylove

please,Ican’tstayapartfromyouany

longerbaby,Ineedtosleepandwakeupnexttoyou’’

Her‘’baby,Iwouldlovethatbutmykids,mymomwontcope

alonewiththem’’

Me‘’IknowthatMaDlaminiandIwouldneveraskthatyou

leaveyourchildrenbehind’’shesmiles

Her‘’youwantmetomoveinwiththem’’

Me‘’theyareourkidsbabysoyes,Lwethuwillbewithuseach

weekendandwithtimewewilltryfor

ourlastchild’’shesmiles

Her‘’fourkids,myGod’’

Me‘’isthatyousayingyestomesthandwasam’’

Her‘’Iwouldlovethatbabe,seeingyoubeforeIgotobedand

thefirstinthemorning’’Ipeckherlips

Me‘’thankyoubaby,youwon’tregretthisIpromise’’

Her‘’Iwillexplainthistomymotherfirstthenwewilltalkabout

thewhen’’



Me‘’soundsperfect,pleasetalktohersoon’’shenodsand

kissesme

1weeklater

SIZA

IhavebeenfeelinglikeshitlatelyIhateeveryminuteofit,my

friendatschoolevenhintedthatIcould

bepregnantwhichgotmethinkingsomuchthatIjusthadto

buyafewpregnancytests,andGodthey

allcamebackpositive,Icouldhaveneverbeenthisexcitedin

mylife,MolemoandIhavebeenwaiting

onthisforawhilenowanditcouldn’thavecomeattheperfect

time,withMercybeingsentencedtolife

imprisonmentontwocountsofmurder,ithasbeenreally

difficultonmyhusband,andIpraythenews

ofourchildwillcheerhimup.Ifoundout4daysagoandwent

todothescanandbytheduedateit’s

clearthatIconceivedthenightofourwedding.Idecidedto

surpriseMolemobycreatingourveryown



treasurehunt.Iwroteondifferentstickynotesandplacedthem

acrossthehouse.Ipreparedhis

favoritemeal;Iwantthistobeveryspecial.Mysteamedbread

andstewwerereadyandwaitingtobe

devouredbyhim.IpeepthroughthewindowafterIhearthe

soundofacar.It’shim,soIquicklytook

outmyphoneandmadeavideo,heopensthedoor

Me‘’welcomehomehubby’’Isaysoundingsoexcitedhe

couldn’thelpbutsmile

Him‘’yoursmileissocontagiousSoft’’hesaysandcomesto

peckmylips

Me‘’howwasyourday’’Isaystillwiththesmileonmyface

Him‘’hecticbabyhey,yours’’

Me‘’amazingbaby’’henarrowshiseyes

Him‘’whyareyousohappythough’’Ilaugh

Me‘’ifyouwanttofindout,wegoingtohavetoplayalittle

game’’Ihandhimthefirststickynote

Him‘’welcomeHomeMr.Motaung,bytheendofthisgameI

hopeyouwillbeashappyasIam.Sofirst



canyoupleasegotowherewekeepourkeys’’hereadsoutloud

andstartswalkingtothedrawerwe

keepourkeys,hetakesoutanotherpaperwithinstruction

Him‘’ourlivesareaboutchangeinallaspects,Ihopeyouare

readyforthis.Pleasegototheplace

whereyoulastmadelovetome’’helaughsandheadsoutsideto

thegardenandfindsanotherone.

Him‘’perfectmemorysir.WithwhatisabouttocomeIhope

youwillbereadytomakeloveevenwhen

youaredeadtired,andIamsorryforthat.pleasegotoaplace

youoftenleaveyourphoneandaskme

ifIdidn’ttakeit’’helaughsandmakeittohisstudyandfindsa

stickynoteonthecomputerscreen

Him‘’wearealmostdonewiththistreasurehunt.Ihopeyouare

readytocutdownonworknow.

Pleasemovetotheroomwheremostofthemagichappen’’he

readsandwalkstoourbedroomandI

amstillfollowinghimwithmycamera,hefindsthenoteontop

ofourbed

Him‘’sleepingwillbearumorLOL.Movetotheonlyroomin

thehousewithnothing’’hesighsand



narrowshiseyesheopensthedoorandfindsaboxinthe

middleoftheroom,helooksbackatmeandI

nod.hegoesandopensit.hefindstheultrasoundpicturewith

anotewritten*seeyousoondaddy*he

readsitandquicklylookbackatmewithshockwrittenallover

hisface

Me‘’surprise’’Isayandhecomestomeandtwirlsmearound

makingmegiggle

Him‘’wearehavingababySoft’’hesays

Me‘’yeswearebaby,youmademeamommy’’Isayandhegoes

tohiskneesandcriesholdingmybelly

Him‘’Ihavebeenwonderingmyyousuddenlyhadsometummy

kanteyouaregrowingmyseedinhere.

hekissesmybellyandcontinuestocry

Me‘’IamsohappyMo,thankyou’’

Him‘’nobabythankyouforreceivingandgrowingmyseed’’I

wipehistears

Me‘’Iamsohappyrightnow,Iamcomplete,carryingyourseed

hasalwaysbeenadreamforme’’he

kissesmybellyagainandstartstalkingtoit

Him‘’heybaby,it’syourdaddyhere,youdon’tknowhowhappy



Iamtoknowthatyouareinthere

growing,GodIcan’twaittoseeyou,toholdyouandloveyou,

ThankyousomuchSoft’’hesays

Noedits
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CHAPTER129

MERCY

Ihavesentencedtolifeinprison,Ireallycan’twrapmyhead

aroundallofthis,Iwon’tlieIamshit

scared,thisplaceisnotnicenotatall,andnowthattheyhave

movedmetosuncitycorrectionalithas

beenextrahard,womanherearesavageandtheywilldo

anythingtosurvive,thisplaceishellonearth

andIdon’thaveanyonetoblamebutmyself,whenIremember

howluxuriousIusedtolive,tears

streamdownmyface,ifIknewthenwhatIknow,Iwouldhave

madedifferentlifechoices,listenedto



myfatherandtreatedeverypersonwithdignityandrespect

irrespectiveofthesocialstatus.NowI

understandwhattheymeantbythesating–whatandelder

seessittingdownachildwillneverseeeven

whentheyclimbthemountain-withagecomeswisdom.Iwipe

mytearsandcontinuetopaceupand

downwaitingformylawyer,theonethegovernmentprovided

forme,afteraminuteshewalksinlookinglikehell

Me‘’youarelate’’

Her‘’youdoknowthatyouarenotmyonlyclientMercy,Ihave

otherpeopletodefendafterallyou

killedpeopleIhavetofightharderforpeoplewhoareinhere

forimportantthingslikefeesmustfall

activists’’

Me‘’sothat’swhyyoudidn’tfightharderforme,cozyouwant

metorotinhere’’

Her‘’myopiniondoesn’tmatter,thecareerIchosewon’tpermit

metobeselfrighteous’’

Me‘’ifthatisthecaseyoushouldfightharder’’shechuckles

Her‘’Godyouaresomethingelse’’



Me‘’canwejuststartwithwhatwearemeetingfor,didyou

submitthepaperwork’’

Her‘’Ididyes’’shestayssilentforawhileandIrollmyeyes

Me‘’youseriouswantmetoaskhowitwent’’shelaughs

Her‘’ifyoureallywanttoknow,afriendofmymineatthehigh

courtofappealtoldmethatwearejust

wastingourtime’’

Me‘’whatdoesshemeanbythat’’

Her‘’someonerichandpowerfulwhohappenstobeinthis

industryismakingsurethattheruling

sticks’’

Me‘’Iknowyouknowwhothatpersonissopleasejusttellme

please’’Ibegandshelooksatmewith

pityandIjustletmytearsfall

Her‘’it’syourfatherMercy’’

Me‘’IknowIhurtanddisappointedhimbutwhywouldhedo

thistome’’

Her‘’that’sverycleartoeveryonebutyou’’

Me‘’whatisthatsupposetomean’’

Her‘’duringcourtMercyyoudidn’tseemremorsefulatall,the



wayyougaveyourtestimony,youwere

arrogant,youthoughtthatjustbecauseyourfatherisrichand

knownthatthiswilljustblowover,you

nevergavemeyoucooperationthroughout,youjustsawmeas

anothingandinturnIcouldn’tfully

helpyouout’’

Me‘’IamsorryforwhatIdid’’

Her‘’noyouarenotMercy,youareonlysorrybecauseyouget

tospendtherestofyourlifehere’’

Me‘’Ireallyamsorrypleasehelpme’’sheshakesherhead

Her‘’itisoutofmyhandsnow,theonlythingIcouldhelpyou

withistogetthehighcourttomakeyou

eligibleforparolethat’sall’’

Me‘’pleasegetmeameetingwithmyfatherplease’’Ibeg

Her‘’thatisnotmyjobousi,ifyouwanttotalktohimcallhim’’

Ihavesucceededinruiningmylife

OLIVIA

SomyboyfriendandIareonourwaytohisfather’shouse,



apparentlyeachyearheholdsagettogether

justtogivethankstohisancestors,Stevendidmentionthatit’s

justitsonlytheirimmediatefamily

includinghismomandIwasalsosurprisedcozhisdad

remarriedsowhywouldsheallowshisexto

cometotheirhouse,somymanexplainedtomethatshewould

takethemwithwhentheywerestill

youngcozshedidn’twantanythinghappeningtoherkids,but

Stevesayshisstepmotheristhe

sweetestthingunderthesun.Iamnotreadytowitnesssome

familydrama,butIlovethisboysoI

mightaswellgetusedtoitnow.Luckilyhisfatherstaysaround

Brystonsoit’snotalongdrivelikewhen

wegotoEvie’splaceintheVaal.Wegetthereandalreadyhis

grandmothersandmotherscar’sare

alreadyparked.Wewalkoutofthecarandwalkinthehouse,

theyhavesuchalovelyhome.

Evie‘’ohlookwhoishere,Oliviamydarling’’

Me‘’helloEviehowareyou’’

Evie‘’Iamverywellbabygirlit’snicetoseeyouagain’’



Me‘’samehere’’shepecksmylipsbeforegivingStevenher

attention

Evie‘’ohmybabyboy,lookatyougainingweightOliviais

treatingyouwell’’welaugh

Steve‘’ohgranmawehee,whereeveryone’’heasksafter

receivingapeckandcompliment

Evie‘’cometheyarealreadyaroundthetable’’wefollowherto

thediningtableandIseeSteve’smom,

Noni,anoriginalcopythatmadeStevenandIinstantlyknow

it’shisdad,IlookattheladynexthimandI

almostfaint,ifIdidn’tknowbetterIwouldswearthatsheismy

mother,welookalmostthesameand

nowIseewhySteve’smomhatesme,Ilooklikethewomanthat

tookherhusband

Steve‘’heyeveryone’’mybabysaysandhisfatherstandsup

withhiswife

Him‘’heyson,lookatyou,manyouaresofat’’

Evie‘’Ijusttoldhimthatson’’

Him‘’whoisthisprettylady’’hesaysextendinghishandtome

Steve‘’ohpopthisismygirlfriendOlivia,andbabethisismy

father,Oscarandmybeautifulstepmother



Neo’’Ismileatthemandtheydothesame

Oscar‘’it’snicetomeetyouOliviaandwelcometoourhome’’I

nod

Neo‘’sheissobeautifulSteve,andshealmostlookslikeme,I

swearforasecondthatIthoughtsheis

mydaughter’’

Me‘’trustmeIfeltthatwaytoo’’wealllaughandSteve’smom

clapsherhands

Her‘’thatwouldbeimpossiblenow,weallknowthatyouarea

barren,youfailedgivingOscarkids

somethingwhichIdid’’shesayswithsomuchhate

Oscar‘’watchyourmouthwoman,don’tforgetyouareonly

herebecauseofmychildren,Neoismy

wifeandyouwillgivehertherespectshedeserves’’

Neo‘’don’tbotherbabe,wecan’tbeteachingheronethingall

thetime’’

Oscar‘’Oliviasorryyouhadtowitnessthat’’

Evie‘’don’tworryyourselfson,Oliviahasalreadyseenhowthis

wildanimalbehaves’’weallsitand

Stevengoestogetusdrinksandcomes



Neo‘’IamsosorryforstarringLiv,justthatIseemyfaceon

you’’Ilaugh

Me‘’it’sokayous’NeoIunderstand,bythewayIlovethat

dress’’shelooksabsolutelyamazing

Neo‘’tellyouwhatyoushouldcomebyandwewillhavelunch

andexchangeboutiquenames’’

Me‘’Iwouldreallylovethat’’Steve’smotherinterrupts

Her‘’Oliviaismyson’sgirlfriend,ifshehastobondwith

someonethatwillbeme’’

Evie‘’ohjustcozNeolikesOliviayousuddenlywanttobond

withhertoo’’sherollshereyes

Steve‘’mamajuststopitwillyou,ifyoufeellikeyouwon’tbe

happywithusleaveinpeace’’

Iamsoshocked,Steve’smotherisjustsopettyGod.

THANDIWE

MbusomadeitclearonwhathewantsandIwantthattoo,we

havegrownsocloseandbonusisour

childrengetalongsowell,IknowthatIamanadultbutIneed

mymothertoapproveofthisfirstbefore



Ipackandleave,IplantoexplainallofthistoherandIhope

shewillunderstandwherewebothcome

from,IlovethatmanandIwantnothingmorethantobeinthe

samehouseashimallthetime.Ijust

gotbackfromtheofficeandmamaisnothere,soIjusttooka

quickshowerandchangedinto

somethingcomfortableandstartedcooking,whenIwasabout

tofinishshewalksinwiththekidsand

theyarehavingicecream.

Ma‘’saphekelwauwenamaTha,kwenzenjani(youarecooking,

what’sgoingon)’’Ilaugh

Me‘’haibocan’tIjustcookformyfamily’’

Ma‘’wondersshallneverend’’

Me‘’youarestartingtosoundliketheseNigerianmoviesyou

love’’shechickles

Ma‘’yousoendsomuchtimewithSizashehasstartedteaching

youtomockmewithmymovies’’

Me‘’haiimama,sowhereareyouguyscomingfrom’’

Ma‘’wewenttoseePrincessLetlotlo’’



Me‘’howaredoingnosiswam’’

Ma‘’theareverywellbaby,youshouldthatcutechildbuthai

sheisbecomingcurious,oneminuteshe

isdoingthisthenextshedoesthat’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IhavebeenabadauntIshouldgoseethem’’

Ma‘’atleastyouareawaremaTha,Letlotlowillforgetyouand

youwillstartcryingaboutit’’

Me‘’youjusthadtosis’Lungile’’

Ma‘’wenanoSizaniyangi’jwayelaIamnotyoursister’’

Me‘’calmdowngirl’’sherollshereyesandgoestothefridge

andpourherselfwine

Ma‘’doyouwantaglass’’

Me‘’yesplease,andIneedtotalktoyou’’

Ma‘’Iamlistening’’shesaysandIsigh

Me‘’somamaMbusoaskedmetomoveinwithhim’’shelaughs

Ma‘’nowyoutwowantababythat’stheonlyreason’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yeswedobutnotnow’’

Ma‘’shouldn’tyoutwobetalkingmarriagefirst’’

Me‘’thatisabeautifulthingmama,marryingMbusowouldbe



amazingtrustme,butweloveeach

othersomuchandfornowthatisenough,wedon’twanttoget

marriedyetwearestillgoingtodiscuss

itbutfornowwebothagreedtokeepitoffthetable’’

Ma‘’Ihearyoumnatnami,soyouwillonlyseethekidson

weekends’’

Me‘’actuallymamahewantsmetomoveinwiththem’’

Ma‘’ngempela(seriously)’’Inod

Me‘’hewantsourfamilyinoneroom,thoughwewillhave

Lwethuonlyonweekends’’

Ma‘’areyousureyouwanttodothiswithMbuso’’

Me‘’mamaIamyourdaughter,haveyouseenmethishappyin

mylife,exceptforwhenIhadmy

children’’shesmiles

Ma‘’Ihaveneverseenyouthishappy,radiant,beautiful,witty

andpassionate,untilyoucameback

fromthatcenterandyoustartedseeingthisman’’

Me‘’yesmamaIamreadytowalkthisjourneywithMbuso,all

ofit,bumpy,smoothallofit’’

Ma‘’andinthatcaseyouhavemyblessings,butdon’tever



againloseyourselfbecauseofaman,

rememberyourmothersdoorisalwaysopens’’shesaysandIgo

hugher

Me‘’thankyoumama,Ireallyappreciateit’’

RAZOR

TosayIamhappywouldbeanunderstatement,Iamaverthe

moon,mywifeiscarryingmyseedinside

herbody,sheisgrowingandnurturingmyheir,andsoIprayto

God,Idon’tthinkIhaveeverbeenso

overprotectiveofSoft,sheliterallytoldmethatsheisnotdying

sheisjustpregnant,Ijustwanttomake

surethatshehasthebestpregnancyever,Iamgladwefound

thisoutnowandsheisabouttofinishthe

secondyearexamandshewillbehomeresting,Ihavealready

plannedongettingheradrivercoziam

notriskingherdoingthatandgettinghurt.Lastnightaftershe

toldmethis,Itookhertoourbedroom

andmadelovetoher,afterthatintimatemomentshetoldme

thatshecookedmemyfavoriteand



that’swhenIscoopedherinmyarmsandwemadeourway

downstairsbothbuttnaked,shedishedup

forthebothofus,thismorningIwashappythatshedidn’thave

anexamandeventhoughIhadcourtI

gaveittomyteamfortheday,Iwasnotabouttoleavemywife

andourbaby,Istillwantedtoletitsink

in.wehavebeeninbedallday.Shehasherheadonmychest

circlingwithherindexfinger

Her‘’whatareyouthinkingabout’’

Me‘’youandourson’’Ihearhersigh

Her‘’okaymylove’’shesaysandsitsupandIseeworryinher

eyes

Me‘’what’swrongSoft’’

Her‘’babywhatifwedon’tgetason’’

Me‘’andIwillbegratefulforourdaughterthesameway’’

Her‘’MolemoIknowhowmuchyouwantedason,anheirforall

youhavebuilt’’

Me‘’Iwantasonyesbutifwedon’tgetonebabe,itwon’t

changeanything.Myheiresseswillcontinue



mylegacy’’

Her‘’don’tjustsaythatmyloveplease’’

Me‘’Imeanplusyouareawoman,youcarrytheXX

chromosomesIcarrytheXYchromosomessoit

totallydependsonme,whatIgivetoyou.thesciencesaysand

provedthatthemandeterminesthe

genderonthechildandifwedon’tgetaboy,youaretheone

whoissupposetobemadatmenotthe

otherwayround’’shegiggles

Her‘’whydidn’tyoustudymedicineagain’’

Me‘’becauseIknowthatmyribwouldbeone’’sheblushes

Her‘’yourribwasnotevenbornwhenyouchoselaw’’

Me‘’that’strue,butourunionandlifetogetherhasalwaysbeen

writteninthebookoflife’’

Her‘’youwantmetogivebirthprematurely’’shesays

Me‘’nopleasecookmybabyuntilthe40thweek’’shepecksmy

lips

Her‘’sowhenarewetellingeveryone’’

Me‘’Iwasthinkingwecouldhaveabraaiandinviteeveryone

closetousandtellthem,ratherthan



doingitindividually’’

Her‘’thatsoundsgreatlove’’

Me‘’Iwillorganizeeverythingthen’’

Her‘’IthoughtIwasthewomanofthishouse,thatIrunsuch

things’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’youarepregnantbabe,meaningIdon’twantyoustressing

out’’

Her‘’canyoubabyjustpopoutalreadycozit’smakingmean

invalid’’

Me‘’ITSoftreallyyoucallingmyboyanIT’’sherollshereyes

Her‘’GodkeepyourhaironMotaung’’Ilaugh

Me‘’letmegomakesomethingforyoutoeatbeforeyoumake

memad’’shesmiles

Her‘’eatmeupfirst,Iwantyourmouthtomakemecum’’Igive

heraseductivesmile

Me‘’youwouldlovethathuh’’Isayalreadygettingmyhead

betweenherlegs

Her‘’yeshubby’’shesaysandIplacemytongueonherwalls

andshemoanssoftly.
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OLIVIA

IthasbeendayssinceIsawmyboyfriendsstepmotherandI

won’tlieshedidn’tonlylooklikemeIfelt

sodrawntothiswoman,Iswearevenourconversationswere

justflowing,sheshockedmewhenshe

didsomethingIonlyknowmyselftodowheneatingwhich

mademethinksomuchorisitacoincidence

thatshedidthat.ImeannostopitOliviastop,thereisnoway

inhell.Idecidedtovisitmyfatheratthe

office,ithasbeenawhileandIfeellikehehasbeenneglecting

himit’snotfair.Iamsittingacrosshim

andheisbusywithhislaptop,whistlinganicemelody,Iwonder

what’swithhim.IrespondtoSteve’s

textandgooninstagramforaminute,it’sboring.Isighandhe

finallygivesmesomeattention



Him‘’okaybabygirlIamalldone’’

Me‘’finally,IeventhoughtIshouldleave’’

Him‘’don’tbesillyIjustreallyneededtofinishupthat

documentquickforsubmission’’

Me‘’okaydaddy’’

Him‘’sowhatbringsyouover’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’reallyRazor,can’tagirljustvisithisKing’’henarrowshis

eyes

Him‘’HowmuchdoyouneedOlivia’’Ilaughoutloud

Me‘’wowdadwow,Iamoffendedreally’’

Him‘’youarethissweetwhenyouwantmoney75% ofthe

time’’

Me‘’wellnotthistime,Imissedyouthat’sall’’

Him‘’youmeanthatbabygirl’’hesays

Me‘’Idopapa,Iloveyouokay’’

Him‘’Iloveyoutoonana’’mycuriositygotthebetterofme

Me‘’sotellmewasIaplannedchild’’helaughs

Him‘’definitely,backthenIrememberIwantedtwochildrenbut



Fionawasn’thavinganyofit’’

Me‘’sohowdidyouconvinceher’’

Him‘’Oliviayourmotherdidn’tneedmuchpersuasion,justhad

tomakeafewpromises’’

Me‘’ohokay’’

Him‘’Iguessthat’swhyyoulookalotlikemecozIwantedyou

more’’Ifakealike

Me‘’youmeanthat’swhyIlookmoreblackthanwhite’’he

chuckles

Him‘’ifyouhavetoputitlikethatthenyes,anywaywhythe

suddeninterest’’Isigh

Me‘’Iamjustwondering,andwherewasIborn,whereyou

there?’’

Him‘’nobabyIwasn’tthereyourmotherjustcalledafteryour

delivery,youwerebornwhereyour

uncleworked,heevendeliveredyou’’

Me‘’ohokay,butwasFionahappyafterIarrivedconsidering

thatshedidn’twantanotherchildtillyou

convincedherto’’

Him‘’ittookherwhilebaby,Imeanwhenwecamebackhome

withyou,shewasn’therself,ittookhera



whiletillshewarmeduptoyou’’allthisisfuelingmysuspicions

buthowcouldthisbe,ifwhatIam

thinkingistrueitmeansRazorisnotmyfather,thatbringsbile

tomythroatIamsoconfused

Me‘’thanksdaddy’’

Him‘’areyousureyouareokaynana’’

Me‘’Iamwellpapa’’Iliecozallofthisisconfusing

Him‘’lunchwithyourdaddy?’’

Me‘’yespleaseandapairofshoes’’helaughs

Him‘’anythingformyprincess,howareyourexamsgoing’’he

saysalreadyonhisfeet

Me‘’IampleasedtoinformyouthatIwillbegraduatingnext

year’’hesmilesandwewalkouttalkingaboutit

THANDIWE

ItisofficialthatmymanandIaremovingintogether,Ihave

alreadystartedpackingandIinformedmy

sonaboutthisandhewasoverthemoontomoveinwithpapa,

Icouldn’treallyexplaintoKayisenot



thatshewillunderstandanyway,sowewillbemovingthis

SaturdayandMbusohasalreadycontacted

themoversandtheywillbeheretohelpusmovetohisplace,I

meanourplace.iparkoutsideSizwe’s

clubandwalkin,IfindKatismanagerandhetellsmetogo

throughcozheiswaitingforme.Iknockand

heshoutscomeinfrominside

Me‘’heyyou’’

Him‘’maTha,unjani’’

Me‘’couldn’tbebetter,wena’’

Him‘’Iamverywellthanks’’

Me‘’whenwillThatogethere?’’

Him‘’apologiesshehadaproblemwithhersuppliersoshe

neededtogofixitherself,shewon’tbe

joiningus,butIwillinformheronwhatwearegoingtodiscuss’’

Me‘’okaythennoproblem’’

Him‘’sohowaretherekids’’

Me‘’theyaregoodhey,Kayiseoutgrowsherclotheseveryweek

sheisjustbecomingthisgiant’’he



laughs

Him‘’ohboy,sheisgoingtomilkusdrythatone,Iamstill

gettingthemthisweekendright’’

Me‘’yesbutcouldyoupleasetakethemimmediatelyFriday

afterschool’’

Him‘’Idon’tseewhynot’’

Me‘’soIwantedtoinformyouthatMbusoandIaremovingin

together’’

Him‘’ohthat’sgood,congratulations’’Ismile

Me‘’thanks,andthekidsarecomingtolivewithustoo’’Isay

andhiseyespopabit,andtheissilencein

theroom,herunshishandsoverhismouth

Him‘’uhmwowthatwasunexpected’’

Me‘’Iunderstandthat’’

Him‘’sothingshavetochangeagain’’

Me‘’notreallyourschedulestaysthesamejustthatwewillbe

withMbusoeverydaynow,achangeof

address’’

Him‘’andwhenyouguysgetmarried’’

Me‘’whathappensthen?’’



Him‘’willmykidschargetohissurname’’

Me‘’relaxIwouldneverchangetheirsurname,nomatterwhat

happensbetweenus,youaretheir

fatherandIknowMbusowouldneverexpectmetochange

theirsurnametoo’’

Him‘’Iamhappytohearthat’’

Me‘’cool’’

Him‘’butcanIaskwithoutsoundingsomehow’’

Me‘’askaway’’Isayandhesighsdeeply

Him‘’don’tyouthinkyouandMbusoarerushingthings’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youareonetotalkaboutrushing’’hereturnsmylaugh

Him‘’okayfairenough’’

Me‘’buttoansweryourquestion,wearenotrushing,weare

justleavingourlives,lifeistooshortto

thinkaboutalotofthings,wejustwanttoceaseevery

opportunityathappinessandmovingintogether

ispartofusbeinghappyinourrelationship,wedon’twantto

thinkofwhatifitdoesn’tworkout

becauserightnowweareinloveandwearehappyandthat’sall

thatmatterstousreally’’



STEVE

Igotaphonecallfrommyfatheraskingmetopleasepickup

someallergycreamatthepharmacyand

rushittohiswife,hesaidheisnotintheprovincehehadtofly

outtoCapeTownforsomebusinessand

cozmydadneverasksforanythingespeciallywhenitcomesto

hiswifeIjusthadtoleaveeverything

andrushtohisrequest,Ithinkhedidn’twantuslookinglikewe

arebetrayingourmotherifwegottoo

closetoous’NeoandIdon’tblameher,mymotherisahothead.

Igettomydad’shouseandpressthe

intercomandwespeakthensheopens,Iwalkoutandrush

inside,Ifindherintheloungelookingashyashell

Me‘’ohIthankGodIamnotlightskinned’’shelaughs

Her‘’Ihateittoo,butrightnowIhatemyallergiesmore’’

Me‘’whatareyouallergictoo’’

Her‘’alldairyproductsbutmilkgetsmeallwoozy’’



Me‘’thatsucks,Iamsorry.Whendiditstart’’

Her‘’sinceIwasababy,mymomtoldmethatmybiological

motherhadthesameallergies’’

Me‘’Idon’tfollow,youwereadopted?’’Iaskedshockedandshe

laughs

Her‘’yesIwasSteven,whenIwas4years’’okaythereisalot

wedon’tknowaboutmyfather’swifeandIfeelsobadGod

Me‘’Ididn’tknowIamsorry’’

Her‘’Iamnothey,IfeellikeIdodgedabullet’’

Me‘’whyisthat’’

Her‘’mymotheradoptedmebecauseofhowmuchmy

biologicalmotherhatedandmistreatedme’’

Me‘’whywouldshebirthandhateyouOus’Neo’’

Her‘’wellIwasaconstantreminderofherordeal;Iama

productofrape.Thewhitefamilysheworked

forwhenshegottoJohannesburgfromEasternCape,theman

ofthehouserapedherandIwasconceived,andshewasn’t

happyfindingout,thatmanthrewheroutbeforehisfamily

couldnoticeandaskquestionsmymom

washerfriendalsoworkingasadomesticinthesamestreet,

shesawhowthatwomantreatedmeand



shewashurtcozsheprayeddayandnightforachildofher

ownbutshecouldn’thaveany,sowhenmy

biologicalmotherdisappearedfromthefaceofearthleavingme

withnobirthcertificate,mymomsaw

measherblessinghergiftsoshenamedmeNeoandtherestis

history’’shelaughs

Me‘’Iamsosorrytohearthis’’

Her‘’it’sokay,mymotherismyblessingIdon’tfeelbadatall,

Godcamethrough’’

Me‘’Godhereisyourcream’’Ihandittoherandshestarts

applyingit

Her‘’thanksSteve’’

Me‘’nottosoundforwarddidyouevertrytofindyourfather’’

shelaughsandshakesherhead

Her‘’theymovedawaybeforeIwasbornaccordingtomymom

butIhaveneverbeeninterested,

lookingatmyselfinthemirrorandknowingthathedidn’twant

memakesiteasyformetostayaway

fromtryingtofindhim’’

Me‘’youneverwantedtoknowhowhelookslike’’

Her‘’whilegrowingupyesbutmamaalwayssaidlookinthe



mirrormybaby,youlooklikethatwhite

maneventothesizeofyourfoot’’shechuckles

Me‘’Ihavealwayswonderedwhyyouaresolightskinned’’

Her‘’Iwishmybiologicalmotherdyedmeabityounow,iwould

havelovedtobemelanin’’shelaughs

Me‘’youarebeautifuleitherway,Iseewhydadismadover

you’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iammadabouthimtoo’’that’strue,theyactlike

teenagersinlove

Me‘’Ihopeyoufeelbetter,Ineedtogobacktowork’’

Her‘’thanksdearandgreetyourgirlfriendforme’’Ipromiseto

dothatandleave,stillcan’tbelieveall

shetoldme,IneedtoreachoutandgettoknowherbetterI

meansheandmydadhavebeenmarried

forthelongesttimemymotherwilljusthavetobeokaywith

thisreally,shedidnothingwrongtous

1weeklater

SIZA



Molemodidorganizeabraaiforthefamilysothatwecouldtell

themthenewsofourpregnancy,he

hiredpeopletosetupatableinthegarden,itlookedreally

amazinghey,heoutdidhimselfinhisnext

lifeheshouldbeaneventscoordinator.Ijustfinishedtakinga

showerandapparentlyeveryoneis

alreadyhere,heboughtmeawhitemaxidressthatexposesmy

back,it’ssobeautiful,ourbumpisonly

beingvisiblenowbutthemanhasalreadystartedgoing

maternityshoppingwithmebytheway,butI

lovehowexcitedheisaboutthisbaby.Iwalkdownstairsandall

Ihearislaughterandchatterinthe

garden,IwalkoutandIseemymother,Thandiwe,Mbusoand

theirkids,lookatLetlotlolookingcutein

herfather’sarmsnexttoNtombi,OliviaandSteveare

whisperingineachother’searsbythepoolIroll

myeyes.MyhusbandisstandingwithMandlaandhisgirlfriend

PalesaandIknowtheyarediscussingthehospital

Me‘’helloeverybody’’Isayloudenoughforeveryonetohearme



andtheyallturntofaceme,Molemo

alreadymakinghiswaytome,mamasmilesandhurriestogive

meawarmembrace

Ma‘’youlooksobeautifulmybaby’’

Me‘’thankyousthandwasam’’Igreeteveryoneelseandtake

Letlotloinmyarms

Mo‘’wecanallsitguys’’wemakeourwaytothetableand

everyonesitsdown

Me‘’babygirlwaitplease’’IsaytocuriousLetlotlowhokeeps

ontryingtopullmyearrings

Ntombi‘’shehasbecomesomethingelsethatone,andIblame

Tebogo’’shesays

Me‘’Iblamehimtoo’’everyonelaughs

Ma‘’soyoutwowhatisthisbraaiallabout’’

Me‘’can’twejustfeellikehostingourfamily’’Isay

Liv‘’youcanbutnotheissomethingmoretothissowhat’sup’’

Mo‘’youguysdon’tlovebeingmissedshame’’Ilaugh

G‘’comeonoutwithit’’howdotheyknowwehavean

announcement

Mo‘’fine,somybeautifulwifeandIcalledyouhereasthe



peopleweregardyouasourfamilyandwe

wantedyouguystobethefirstonestoknowthis’’

Ma‘’pleasedon’ttellmeyouaremovingtoanotherprovince’’

shesaysinalowvoice

Me‘’ohmamaneverIpromise’’andsqueezeherhandfor

assurance.Myhusbandlooksatmeandnods

Us‘’wearehavingababy’’wesayinunisonandeveryonehas

theirhandsonthemouth

Liv‘’whaaaat,Iamgoingtobeasister’’shesaysalreadyonher

feetcomingtohugus

Mo‘’yesbabygirl,finallyyouwillhavesomeonetobully’’

everyonelaughs

Tha‘’Ijustknowit,yourglowmoGhelthesedayscouldonly

meanyouarebaking’’

Ntombi‘’Iamsohappyforyouguyscongratulations’’shesays

andeveryonecongratulatesusmamais

evencrying

Mo‘’thankyouguys,youdon’tknowhowhappyIamwhenshe

toldme’’

Me‘’andfromthatdayhehasbeentreatingmelikeaninvalid’’

helaughsandeveryonejoinsin



Mo‘’Ijustwantyoutoworryaboutnothingbutgrowingthat

importantperson’’

Them‘’ncaaaaawwwww’’

Liv‘’ohboyitjustclickedIamnolongerthelastborn’’thetable

eruptswithlaughter

Mo‘’abonusformeandmypocket’’

Liv‘’ohdaddyplease’’shesayswiththewidestsmile

Ma‘’sohowfaralongareyou’’

Mo‘’weare13weeksnow’’

Ma‘’youhavebeenmarriedforthirteenweeksthatmeans’’

Me‘’mamapleasedon’tsayittogplease’’everyonelaughsand

Mochokesonhisrinks

Ma‘’it’snotabadthingSiza,itwasyourweddingnightafter

all’’whendidmymotherbecomesobold

Me‘’okaysis’Lungile’’shegivesmetheeye

G‘’canweallraiseourglasses’’wedoso

G‘’tonewlife,tobabyMotaung’’

Us‘’babyMotaung’’

G‘’Iwishyouguysahappyandhealthypregnancymayyoube

happyraisingthisnewlifeasIam.



CongratulationsandIloveyouguyssomuch’’okayGadafihas

becomesoemotional.Hehugsmefirst

andgiveshisbrotheramanlyhug

Ma‘’whenareyoucominghome,Ineedtotakecareofyou’’

Molemogivesmeanintenselook

Me‘’IthinkIwillstaywithmyhusbandmama,hewillcarefor

me’’Iseehimsmile

Mo‘’IwillLungileIpromise’’shenodsbutIseealittlepainin

hereyes,Iwillhavetotalktoher

privately.ThedaygoesonsmoothlyasIwatchpeopledrinking

andlaughingandsuggestingfunny

namesformybaby.Iamgratefulthatmyhusbandisnot

drinkingwithme

Noedits
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OLIVIA



Iamfinallygoingtobeabigsister,thisissomethingIhave

alwayswantedinmylife,tohavesomeone

tospoilandcallmebigsister,someonetostealmyclothesand

makeup,askmeforadviseandtellme

themostoutrageousstoriestogetmetosendmoneyprobably

tobuyalcoholorsomethingtheydon’t

reallyneed.Isecretlyhopeit’sagirl,butIknowdadwould

appreciateaboysomeonewhowillcarryhis

surname,cozobviouslyasgirlswearegoingtogetmarriedand

takeourhusbandssurname,thoughI

haveneverdoubtedhislovebecausewearegirls.Thisnewlife

isexcitingbutitmademethinkofmy

situationmore,Ineededtogettothebottomofthisthingthat

keepsmeawakeatnight,Ineededto

knowwhymyheartyennedformyboyfriendsstepmother,why

Ifeltsoconnectedtoawomanstrange

tome,andIknewtheonlypersonwhowouldanswermy

questions,toconfirmorthrowoutmy

suspicionshenceIfindmyselfinthisplacewaitingforthemto

bringher,Iraisemyeyesandthereshe

comesinherorangejumpsuit,lookinglikethelasttimeIsaw



her,thiswomanhasalwaysbeena

survivorIdon’tdoubtthatshehasmadeanameforherselfin

herintheshortspaceoftime,afterallher

fatherwasthebiggestcriminalwhotaughtmyfatherallhe

knowsthat’showRazormetFiona.Shesmilesandtakesasit

Her‘’Iwouldhaveneverthoughtinamillionyearsyouwould

comeseeme’’

Me‘’thisisnotasocialvisit’’

Her‘’it’savisitnonethelessLivie’’

Me‘’don’tcallmethatFiona’’

Her‘’areyougoingtohatemefortherestofyourlifebecause

ofamistakeImadewiththatboy’’

Me‘’ohpleasedon’tflatteryourself,haterequiresenergyandI

wouldn’twastemineonyou.youarea

nonefactorinmylifeIjustwishIrealizedthisearlierinmylife’’

shechuckles

Her‘’youwouldn’tbehereifthat’showyoureallyfelt’’

Me‘’let’sjustsayyouareameanstoanend’’

Her‘’whatisthatsupposedtomean’’



Me‘’youaregoingtobelockedupinhereuntilyoudie,you

don’thavetolieanymore’’

Her‘’lieaboutwhat’’IstartedtofeellikeIwaschasing

pavementsbutIneededtoseethisthrough,

Fionawouldn’tjustgivemethetruthIneedtodigitoutofher

Me‘’whydidyousleepwithhim’’shelaughs

Her‘’hewasaneyecandyandyourfatherwasn’taround

enough,Ineededanitchtobescratchedand

hewasavailable’’shesay’slikeit’ssomethingnormal

Me‘’youaremymotherandyousawitfittosleepwithmy

boyfriend,theonlyonewhomanagedtoget

throughtome,whatkindofmotherdoesthat,youarepathetic

Fionanothingbuta2dollarhoe,you

don’tdeservetobeamother’’Icouldseefuryalloverher

Her‘’shutupOlivia’’shesaidwithasternvoice

Me‘’noIwon’tshutup,youhavetoknowthatyouwereand

stillareaterriblemother,whatyoudidto

mewhatyoudidtoMercywasdespicable,youareasnakeyour

headdeservestobecutoffyou

serpent’’shecontinuedtogrowangrier



Her‘’Iwillalwaysregrethavingtousemydaughterismysick

gamestogetbackatherfather,shedidn’t

deserveanyofthethingsIputherthrough,ifIcouldIwould

turnbackthehandsoftimeandleavemy

Mookieoutofallofthismess’’Ilaughed

Me‘’whataboutmeFionaIamalsoyourdaughter,whydidyou

agreetohavemeifyouwerenotgoing

tolovemethewayIdeservetohuh’’shesnappedandfinally

gavemewhatIneeded

Her‘’IamnotyourfuckenmotherOlivia,Idon’tknowwho

birthedyou,mydaughterdiedduringlabor,I

couldn’treturntoRazorwithnochildcozhewouldhavefucked

meup,hebeggedmetotakecareof

mypregnancybutIdidn’tbecauseIdidn’tgiveadamnabout

thatchild,HewantedanotherchildI

didn’t,Mercywasenoughformebuthepushedmeandpushed

me,mydaughterdiedandIsnatched

yourightfromthecribandreplacedyouwithmychild’scorps.

Youarenotminesostopit,Icouldn’t

carelessifyouwerehurtornot,youarenotmineorRazor’sso

stopplayingtheperfectdaughtertomy



child’sfatherandgofindyourownparents’’withallthese

painfulwordssheissayingtomeIwas

surprisedIwasn’tcryingatall,Ihavebecomesoimmuneto

Fionaithurts,theonlythingcuttingdeepis

knowingthatIamnotwhoIthoughtIwasIhavebeenlivinga

lieallmylife,Istandupandlookher

straightintheeyes

Me‘’thankyouFiona’’sheisshocked,Itakemybagandleave

herlikethat,thepainIamfeelingright

now,Iswearmyheartisinmystomach.

VUSI

Thepainisstillhereandfresh,itfeelsliketheyjustdied

yesterday,IamstilltryingtofigureouthowI

amgoingtomoveonandhonestlyIdon’tthinkIcan,thiswas

thelastthingIexpectedtohappentome,

andIdidn’thavethechancetowrapitaroundmyhead,it’s

harderthanIthoughtitwouldbe,lifehasn’t

beenthesameeversincethatdayandIthinkapartofmedied

withthem.TheonlythinkIamableto



doiseatwatchherfavoritemoviesandshowsitinhernight

gownjusttobeabletotakeherscentin,

butnowithasstartedtofadeandmyscenttakingover,Ineed

togetsomethingnewthatsmellsofher.

theknockonourbedroomdoorcamethroughandIsigh,I

didn’twantanycompany,thepersonis

persistentsoIjustshoutcomeinandhermotherwalksin,now

Iamembarrassed,thiswholeroomisa

mess,Ihaven’tshavedeither,shewalksinandclosesthedoor

andcomesstraighttomeputtingthe

paperbagdownandfoldsmeinawarmembraceIjustbrake

down

Her‘’IknowhowmuchmydaughterlovedyouVusi,andIknow

shewouldn’twantyoutobelikethis’’

Me‘’it’shardmama,Idon’tknowhowtomoveonwithout

them’’

Her‘’Idon’teithershewasmyonlychild,butwehavetotry’’

Me‘’everythingremindsmeofher’’

Her‘’Iknowmntanami,butrememberherloveforyouanddraw

yourstrengthfromthat’’



Me‘’ImisshermamaImisshersomuch’’Icouldn’tcontainmy

tears

Her‘’Ipromiseyoueverythingisgoingtobeokay’’she

continuedtocomfortmeandsheletmegoafter

wipingmytears

Me‘’IpraysomamaIprayso’’

Her‘’Idon’twantyoutoeverthinkthatthiswasyourfault,God

knewthiswasgoingtohappenandhe

letitsohehadareason,wewilljusthavetoacceptitnomatter

howharditis,listenmyhusbandandI

onlyhadUriel,shelovedyouandinturnwelovedyoutoo,you

arenowtheonlychildwehaveleft,we

can’tloseyoutothistoo,weneedyoutobestrongVusiplease’’

hewordshithome

Me‘’thankyoufornotblamingmeandthankyouforyour

support’’

Her‘’domeafavorandgetyourlifeback,Iamnotsayingyou

shouldn’tmournbutshewouldwantyou

totryandmovepastthis,youknowhowshewas’’Ismile

Me‘’IwilltrymamaIpromise’’

Her‘’okaygoshowerandIwilltidyupinhersolongthencome



tothekitchentoeatIbroughtyou

something’’Ismileandgotoffthebedheadedtothebathroom

SIZA

Themorningsicknesseshasstartedandmynostrilaresensitive

now,mostofthethingssmellhorribly

now,Ievenhateallmyperfumestheyjustsmellhorribly,

everythingischangingmybodybeingthe

mostobvious,mybreastsarenowtenderandhumongous,my

bumpisformingbitbybit,mybabyis

growingreallywell.WhatIhatesofarisalwaysbeingtired,I

justthankGodthatIamdonewithexams

orIwouldbedevastated,havingtostudywhenallIwantisto

sleepandrelax.Mysexdriveseemto

havedeemedalittleandthatisfrustratingmyhusband,my

OB/GYNsaidit’snormalcozofmy

hormonesbutshedidsayitwillcomebackandhewishedMo

goodluck,apparentlyoncemyappetite

comebackhewillbetheonecrying.Eversincewebrokethe

newsofourpregnancyeveryonefusses



overmeandItoldthemtostopcozthisisnotmyfirstrodeo.I

neededtoseemymother,Icouldseeat

thebraaithatshewasn’tokaywhenIsaidIwillstaywithmy

husbandduringmypregnancy.Iwastold

thatmydriverwillbehereinaweeksotillthenIwillenjoy

drivingmyselfaround.IgettoAlbertonand

park,takingthefoodIboughtonmywayherewithmeinside

Me‘’sis’Lungile,ukuphi’’IscreamasIwalkthroughthedoor

Ma‘’inthekitchen’’sheshoutsbackandImakemywaytoher,

sheismakingtea

Me‘’inthisheatkodwama’’shelaughsandweshareahug

Ma‘’ahabitbabygirl’’shesayssmiling

Me‘’Ibroughtlunch’’hereyespop

Ma‘’that’smorethanenoughfor5people,andit’sjustthetwo

ofus’’

Me‘’IameatingfortwoandmybabyandIhaveanappetitefor

life’’shelaughs

Ma‘’youaregoingtogetfatbyyour5thmonth’’

Me‘’pleasedon’tcurseme’’webothlaughandstarteating



Ma‘’kodwahowareyou?Howisthispregnancytreatingyou’’

Me‘’thisoneisworsethanPhephe,myangelwasthemost

easiestpregnancyintheworld,Iswearshe

couldsensethatIdidn’tneedmorestressthattime,Godrest

hersoul’’Isaysmiling

Ma‘’IamsorrySizakele’’shesayswithtearsstreamingdown

herface

Me‘’youdon’thavetoapologizemamaIwillgetusedthis

pregnancywithtime’’

Ma‘’IamsorryIwasnevertherewithyourfirstpregnancy,you

neededyourmotherandIwasn’tthereI

failedasamother’’

Me‘’mamanoplease,don’tdothis,it’sallinthepast,andyou

madesurethatPhepheandIweretaken

careofmama,yousacrificedandIwillalwaysappreciateyoufor

that’’

Ma‘’Ichosetoobeythatpieceofshitinsteadofstandingupfor

you,Ijustwanttobehandsonwiththis

pregnancy,Iwastheretohelpyoursisterwithherchildrenand

Ineedtodothesamewithyou’’

Me‘’Idon’tseeyoulessofyourmotherbecauseyouwerenot



there,youhaveaccesstomeandthis

baby,yourgrandbabyanytimeyouwant’’

Ma‘’butyousaidyouwouldratheryourhusbandtakescareof

you’’

Me‘’mamami,sthandwasam,Molemoissuperexcitedabout

thischild,Idon’twanttotakeawayhis

excitement,hehasevenmadeplanstotaketimeoffwork

beforeIgivebirthtobetherewhenthebaby

arrives,hewantstobethereeverystepoftheway’’

Ma‘’Iamhappythatyoufoundasupportivehusbandmybaby’’

sheisstillhurtIcantell

Me‘’andIalsodon’twanttotakethisopportunityfromyou,so

bothyouandmyhusbandwilltakecare

ofmewhenthisonearrives’’Isaybrushingmytinybump

Ma‘’IwouldreallylovethatSiza,thankyoubabythankyouso

much’’shesayspullingintoahug

Me‘’IwilltalktoMotonight’’

Ma‘’Ireallyappreciateitsweetheart’’

Me‘’butyouaregoingtohavetomovetomyhousewithus’’

shenodsvigorously



THANDIWE

Wemovedinandeverythinghasbeengoingwell,Iknowsee

thatIamasuperwoman,Ihavetowake

upearlyaround5amandirontheuniformandMbuso’sthings

fortheday,onceIamdone,heishalf

waythroughmakingbreakfastsoItakeashowerandonce

donehegoestoshowerandonceheis

showeringIwakeupthekidsandpreparethembuy6;45weare

allinthekitchenhavingbreakfast,by

7;15theyareoutthedoor,IamluckycozMbusopassesby

theirschoolsohedropsthemoffandpicks

themup.Helovesdoingitpracticallyaskedmetocancelthe

wholetransportthing,luckilytodayis

weekendandwedon’thavetowakeup.Mykidsarewiththeir

fatherandThatoandRefiloeaskedfor

Lwethuthisweekendapparentlytheyhavetogosomewhere.

Meturnedandlookedatmewithsleepyeyes

Me‘’morningsleepyhead’’



Him‘’heyitsweekendcomeon’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youarelazybabe’’

Him‘’melazynever’’Ichuckle

Me‘’howdidyousleeplove’’

Him‘’Isleepnexttotheloveofmylifeeverynightbabe,soI

sleeplikearock’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’

Him‘’howdidthequeensleep’’

Me‘’Isleptwellbabe,weekdaysaredraining’’Isayandhesmiles

Him‘’tellmeaboutitlove,Ihaveasuggestion’’

Me‘’Iamlistening’’

Him‘’Iwashopingthatwecouldgetahousehelp,shecouldlive

inthebackroom,shewillhelpwith

makingbreakfastandgettingthekidsready,thenlookingafter

themafterschool,Ihatethatwe

sometimespickupthekidslateorwehavetoleaveinthe

middleofmeetings’’

Me‘’doyouhavesomeoneinmind?’’

Him‘’notyetbutIwillcontactagencies’’



Me‘’IwilltalktoSizwetogivemetheladythatusedtoworkfor

me,sheknowsthekidsandhavetaken

careofthembefore’’

Him‘’doyouthinkhewillagree’’heasks

Me‘’it’sforhischildrenhewon’thaveachoicebuttoagree’’

Him‘’okaybabeIdon’tmindthattoo’’

Me‘’sowhatarewedoingtodayMr’’hesmiles

Him‘’Iwashopingtogetsomealldayeveryday’’Igiggle

Me‘’isthatsobabe’’

Him‘’letmeloveyoutodayThandiweallday’’Iblushandlook

athim

Me‘’youarepermittedtodoasyoupleasewithmeyour

woman’’

Him‘’damnyouturnmeonwhenyoutalklikethis’’

Me‘’tellyouwhat’’

Him‘’what’sup’’

Me‘’let’sgomakeallkindsoffoodanddrinkssowecanlock

ourselvesinhere’’

Him‘’Ilovethat’’hesaysgettingoutofbed,Ifollowsuitandtry

towearmygownbuthesnatchesit



fromme

Me‘’babe’’Isaysulking

Him‘’Iwantyoubuttnakedinthatkitchen,Imightsteala

roundortwowhilewecook

Me‘’whydidn’tyousayso’’Igivehimanaughtysmile

Him‘’comegivedaddysomesugar’’Igigglelikeaschoolgirl

Noedits

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER132

RAZOR

AsexcitedasIamthisisgoingtobethelongestpregnancy,I

haveblueballscozmywife’ssexappetite

wentsouthbuttheDrsaidshewillbebacktoheroldselfIwill

evenstarttocomplainandIreallydoubt

that,notwhenyourwifemakesallyourfantasiesinthe

bedroomcometrueanotherreasonIbelieve



thiswillbealongpregnancyishowsheisalwayssick,IwishI

cantakesomeofhersufferingafterallI

amthereasonsheispregnant.Shehadjustwokenupafew

minutesagoandherfeetweresoswollen,

aftereatingthelunchIpreparedforherIstartedgivinghera

footrub.Hermindseemtobefaraway

andIjusthadtodragherback

Me‘’pennyforyourthoughts’’shesnappedoutofit

Her‘’ohsorrybaby,wereyousayingsomething’’Inarrowmy

eyes

Me‘’wheredidyougoSoft’’sheletsoutaheavysigh

Her‘’Ineedtoaskyousomethingbabe’’

Me‘’Iamlistening’’

Her‘’whenIwenttoseemymotherafewdaysagoshewasso

emotionalaboutthebaby’’

Me‘’she’shappytobeagrandmotheragain’’Iaskwithasmile

Her‘’sheisbutthat’snotwhyshewasemotional’’

Me‘’thenwhat’sthereasonSoft’’

Her‘’mamastillfeelsbadaboutnotbeingthereformewhenI



waspregnantwithPhephe’’

Me‘’butyouneverheldanythingagainsther,evenforgaveher’’

Her‘’IhavetoldherthisamilliontimesnowbutIunderstand

wheresheiscomingfrom,shefeelslike

shechosemydadovermeandshewillalwaysfeelhorriblefor

that’’

Me‘’reassureheragainlove’’

Her‘’IhavetriedsomanytimeIthinkonlyonethingwillgether

toforgiveherself’’

Me‘’whatisit’’

Her‘’ifshewillbeabletohelpmeoutafterIgivebirthtoour

baby’’myfacefell

Me‘’youwanttomovetoAlberton?Ithought’’sheputsher

indexfingeronmylipstoshutmeup

Her‘’Iwillneverleavethishouseandyoualoneinit,Iamyour

wifeMolemoandIwillalwaysbewhere

youare’’thesmileonmyfacerightnow,myheartnevertiresto

hearmywifesaysuchtome

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthatmylove’’Icupherchinandbringher

closetomeandplantasoftkissonher

lipsleavingherblushing



Her‘’soIwantedtocheckwithyouifit’sokaythatshemovesin

withusafterIgivebirthtoourbaby’’

Me‘’that’sagreatideamylove,shewouldreallyhelpevenafter

yougobacktoschool’’

Her‘’youagreeing?’’sheaskssurprised

Me‘’ofcourseSoft,whydidyousoundsurprised’’

Her‘’Iknowyouloveitwhenit’sjustthetwoofus’’

Me‘’wearegoingtoneedalotofhelp,someonetolookafter

thebabysowecangetsomesleepor

whenyouneedtogotoclassandwhenweneedsomehusband

andwifeprivacy’’

Her‘’youdoknowthataftergivingbirthwearenotgoingto

havesexright’’that’sabsurd

Me‘’reasonbeing?’’

Her‘’MolemoIwillgetpregnantagain,Iwillbemorefertile’’

Me‘’havinganotherbabywouldn’thelporyoucouldjustgeton

contraceptivesifnotItrustmypullout

gameSoft,yourhusbandisabadassIswear’’Isaywithasmirk

onmyface

Her‘’ohboyIwilljustletGadafiexplainittoyousincemymom

toldhim’’whatGadafiwasn’thittinghis



wifeaftershegavebirthnowonderhewasmoody,blueballs

eish,Idon’tthinkIwillmanagenosex

STEVE

Somethingisseriouslywrongwithmygirlreally.Afewdaysago

Icamebackandfoundherwithred

puffyeyesasignthatshehadbeencrying,Iaskedherwhatwas

wrongbutshesaidshewashavingan

allergicreaction,Idon’trememberhertellingmeshehasan

allergytoanything,Imeanmybabyeats

everythingandanythingandluckyformesheremainssexy

alwaysevenwhenshepacksafewmore

kilos.Thesepastfewdayafterthatafternoonshehasn’tbeen

herself,Imeanweit’sfestiveand

normallyshewouldbetheentiresummermood,wantingusto

startthelituationimmediatelybutnot

thistime,shewasnotmybabysomethingisweighingherdown

andshewontletmein.Igettoour

bedroomandsheisstarringattheceiling,Ijoingherinthe

samepositionandshequicklysnugglesclosetome



Her‘’IloveyousomuchStevenBodibe,Iloveyouwithallmy

heart,youweremysecondchanceatlove

andmyoneandonlypureuntaintedlove.Everythingwithyou

hasneverbeenattachedtoanystrings’’

herwordswarmedmyheart

Me‘’Iloveyoutoomybaby,Iloveyousomuchyoumademea

bettermanOliviaandIwillalways

cherishyouinmyheart’’

Her‘’Iknowyouwill’’

Me‘’what’sgoingonbaby,youhaven’tbeenyourself’’

Her‘’Iamokaylove’’

Me‘’noyouarenotbabe,youarenotmybubbly,wittyand

mischievousgirl,youhavebeensoclosed

off’’Iaskreallyconcerned

Her‘’it’snothing’’

Me‘’Imissmygirlfriend’’Isayandyoucan’tmissthesadnessin

myvoice

Her‘’Iamsorrybaby’’

Me‘’IamgoingtoaskandIdon’tmeantooffend’’



Her‘’okay’’shesaysinalowaudiblevoice

Me‘’isyourmentalhealthtakingahike?’’sheuntanglesherself

frommeandsitstraight

Her‘’IpromisedmyselfthatIwillneverbeavictimofmyown

mindmyloveandImeant,nomatterhow

sadIamIwillneverbetheprisoneronmyownself’’Ifeelrelief

creepthroughmybody

Me‘’thankGodforthatLiv,butifitevercomesbackjustknow

thatIamhereforyoumylove’’

Her‘’Iamgratefulbabe’’

Me‘’butIstillinsistthatsomethingiswrongwithyou’’she

sighs

Her‘’maybeIamPMSing’’

Me‘’butyoutitsarenormal’’shelaughs

Her‘’whatdoyouknowaboutmytits’’

Me‘’womanyourbodyisminethereisnothingIdon’tknow

aboutit,Iknowallthechangesthat

happenwhenyouareabouttohaveyourperiods’’

Her‘’Idon’tknowifIshouldapplaudyouorfindthatcreepy’’I

smile



Me‘’IfyouaskmeIdeserveanaward’’

Her‘’maybeIwillgiveyouone’’

Me‘’thatwouldbemuchappreciated’’

Her‘’okayMr.Tits’’Ilaughandsodoesshe,Icanseethat

somethingisstillheavyonhermindandIjust

wishshecouldtellmeaboutit

Me‘’IwantyoutoknowthatIamhereforyouLiv,everything

youneedIamhere,whenyouneedto

talkIamavailableforyoubabyrememberthatplease’’Iseeher

genuinesmile

Her‘’youarethebestboyfriendanygirlcouldhaveeverasked

for’’

Me‘’Ismellanotherawardcomingmyway’’shegigglesand

snugglesmeagain

LUNGILE

Stayingaloneisn’tniceatall,Imisshavinglittlevoicesscream

aroundthehouse,Isweareventhese

entertainingNigerianmoviesarenotfillingthevoidIamfeeling,



Ican’tbelieveallmydaughtershave

theirownlives,Thandiweiswithamanthatsupportsand

ensuresthatshereachesherfullpotential

andheadoresnotonlyherbutherchildren.Ntombiis

performingverywellatschoolandaftershe

cartedforSiza’sweddingshehasbeenhiredleftrightand

centerandmotherhoodistreatingherwell

andTebogodoesn’twanthertofalltotheground,andSizakele

ohthelordisgood,heblessedherto

knowthebeautyofbeingwithachildagainafterallshewent

through,IthankGodforMotaung

everydayforbringingbackhappinessinmydaughter’slife.

whenIdieIwilldieahappywomanknowing

thateachofmygirlsishappyandprosperousandtheyarenot

fullydependentonthoseman.Ismileat

mythoughtsandwipemytears.Thedoorburstsopenandthey

allwalkin

Them‘’surprise’’theyshoutandIjustsmileatthem

Me‘’Ithoughtyouallsaidyouwerebusy’’

Ntombi‘’busyforourmothernever’’



Siza‘’ourmatriarch’’

Thandiwe‘’theQueen’’

Me‘’wowsuchpraises’’theallhugmeandsit

Siza‘’unjani(howareyou)’’

Me‘’Iamokaywasjustthinkingaboutyougirls’’

Thandiwe‘’ncoooohowsweetmama,weareherenow’’

Me‘’Iamveryhappytoseeyougirlsreally’’Isayandletatear

escape

Ntombi‘’don’tcrysthandwasam,weknowthatyouarealways

herealone,butwewantyoutoknow

thatweloveyouandwearegratefulforeverythingyouhave

doneforus’’

Me‘’ohmygirls,Iloveyousomuch’’

Siza‘’thatiswhywearespendingthisSaturdaywithyou’’

Thandiwe‘’mysisterforgottomansionthatwearesleeping

over’’myeyespop

Me‘’whataboutyourman’’

Siza‘’theywilljustbestrong’’

Me‘’youleftthemwithkidsgirlsno’’



Siza‘’countmeoutIamcarryingmybaggageinmywomb’’we

alllaugh

Ntombi‘’nottoworrymamaTebogoagreedtobabysit’’

Me‘’didyoupumpenoughmilk’’shenodsandIgivemaThaa

look

Thandiwe‘’don’tlookmelikethatmama,Mbusoishavinga

privatedaddydaywillallthekids’’

Me‘’yougirlsareblessedtohavetheseman’’Iseethemblush

Thandiwe‘’Iwillgomixussomedrinksandpoursomeonea

glassofjuice’’

Me‘’whatdidyoubuy’’

Ntombi‘’ginandtonicmama,allThandiwe’sidea’’shelaughs

Thandiwe‘’mymanmademeafanandIswearyouwillalllove

it’’

Siza‘’mamaIcanhaveaglassofwineright?’’

Me‘’yesbabybutjustone,ThandiweIhavedryredinthefridge

pouryoursistersome’’

Ntombi‘’Iwillgostartthebraaifire’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youareevenbraaingonyourown,thisisserious’’

Siza‘’wejustwanttohaveagreattimewithourmother’’



Ntombi‘’let’sbumpthemusic’’

Me‘’movethespeakerstothedoorsowecangositoutside

whileyoubraai’’IsayandThandiwecomes

backhandingusdrinks,Iamhappythattheyareheretospend

timewithme,myheartisatpeace

OLIVIA

IhadtoknowifwhatIsuspectedwastrueornot,Ineededto

knowsoIcanknowwhoIam,knowing

thatmyfatherisnotreallymyfatherbrokeme,Icouldn’tcare

lessifFionawasnotmymother,infactI

washappythatIwasn’tthefruitofherwomb,Iamthankfulto

haveescapethatcurse,butIneededto

knowwhomymotheris,letmerephrase,Ineededtogetmy

mindtorestoffmysuspicionsandI

thoughtofonlyoneway,Iknowanormalpersonwouldjustask

butIdidn’twanttobecreepyand

besideswhatifit’sjustacoincidence.Imanagedtocallous’Neo

andaskedherhowshehadbeenand

likeIhadhopedtheconversationwouldgosheinvitedmeto

havechampagnewithherandexchange



thoseboutiquesnames,Icouldn’tbeanyhappierthatIdidn’t

havetoinitiatethatandlooklikeatotally

psychosonope.Iwassittingintheirpatiohavingacoldglassof

champagnewithheracrossme

Her‘’sowhatareyoustudying’’

Me‘’iwasstudyingaccountingbutthiswasmylastsemester’’

Her‘’nicesonextyearit’sofftothecorporateworld’’

Me‘’nonotyet’’

Her‘’whynotbabygirl’’

Me‘’Iwanttobeachartedaccounted’’

Her‘’thatisamazingsweetheart,allthebestwithitokay’’

Me‘’thankyou.whataboutyou?Whatdoyoudoforaliving’’

Her‘’myhusbandandItravelalotnanaandIloveitsomuchI

leftmyjob,Iwasaquantitysurveyor,I

usedtodocostsandcontractsforconstructionindustryin

short’’

Me‘’that’ssoundsinteresting’’

Her‘’whenIfirststartedyes,butasIbecametheexpectIlost

interestbutIwassogoodIhadtoopen

myowncompany’’



Me‘’whatyouownyourowncompany?Iaminspired;Iwishto

openmyownfirmtoo.Mydad

promisedtoassistwiththefunds’’

Her‘’yesIdoandImustsayyouarealuckygirltohaveyour

dadfinanceyouImeangettingthestartup

capitalishard’’

Me‘’IguessIam’’

Her‘’Idon’tmeantospeakoutoftermbutareyoumixed’’

Me‘’yesIam,myfatherblackandmomwhite’’IliecozIdon’t

evenknowifmybiologicalmotheris

whiteorshewasjusttoolightskinned

Her‘’ohwhatdoyouknow,Iamalsomixedbutmydadwas

white’’Ichokeonmydrinkandmy

suspiciongrewmore

Me‘’youdon’tsayousNeo’’

Her‘’Iamtellingyounana,Iguessthat’swhywelookalike

maybeyourmomismylonglostcousin’’

Me‘’Iamsurewewouldhavemetatsomepoint’’

Her‘’Idoubt,myfatherwantednothingtodowithme,hewas

marriedanddidn’twantanyoneknowing



whathedidwithablackwoman,butthatisastoryforanother

day’’

Me‘’Iamsorrytohearthat,canIuseyourbathroom’’

Her‘’yeahsure,rememberitfromthelasttime’’Inodandstand

upgoingtothebathroominthe

directionofthekitchen,Idomybusinessandspothercomb,

shehashernaturalhairtodayandIpray

sheusedthiscomb,Iquicklytakethehairandwrapitwitha

toiletpaper.Walkingbackthroughthe

kitchenIspotthepuddingdishandspoonshewasusingwhenI

arrivedinthesink,Itookitquicklyand

putitintheplasticIhaveinmybagforwhenIamonmy

periods,Ineverthrowawaymypadswithout

puttingitinthisplasticandtodayitworkedforprotectingthe

DNAonthespoonsoitdoesn’tget

contaminatedbyanything.Iwalkbacktoherandgivehera

smilefeelingguiltybutIneedtoknow

Noedits
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CHAPTER133



SIZA

Stevecalledmeandaskedtocomeovercozhewantedtotalk

tomeaboutsomethingveryimportant,

apparentlyitwasaboutOliviaandIjustpanicked,Ihaven’tseen

mybestfriendinawhileandIfeellikeI

havebeenneglectingherandIfeelsobadforthis,IknowIhave

alotgoingonwithmebutshemust

nevertakeaseatbackinmylife,sheisoneofthemost

importantpeopleinmylifeandmakingtimefor

hershouldjustcomenaturally.Ijustfinishedwashingthe

dishesinmykitchenafterpreparingthefood

myhusbandandIaregoingtohaveforthenight.Thedoorbell

comesthroughandImakemywayto

thefrontdoortoopenandSteveisontheotherside,helooks

worried

Me‘’heystrangercomein’’

Him‘’heymommy,Iseewearegrowinginthere’’hesaysandI

brushmygrowingbelly



Me‘’startingtobecomeheavyeven’’

Him‘’itwillallbeoversoon’’

Me‘’Ihopeso.Wherearemymanners,pleasecomein’’Iopen

thedoorwidersohecanstepinside

Him‘’thanksSiza’’

Me‘’whatdoIofferyou’’

Him‘’juicewillbejustfinethanks’’hesaysandIleadhimtothe

loungebeforedisappearingtothe

kitchentopourhimsomejuice,Iwalkbackandhandittohim

settlingonthecouchoppositehis

Me‘’yousoundedveryworriedonthephone’’

Him‘’IamveryworriedSiza,mygirlfriendhasn’tbeenherself

foracoupleofdaysnow’’

Me‘’whatcouldbewrong’’hesighs

Him‘’Idon’tknowreallybutIwashopingyouwouldbeableto

tellme’’

Me‘’Ihaven’tseenhersincethebraaiwehadhere,Ihavebeen

soabsorbedinmythingsIadmitIhave

beenneglectingher,Ifeelsobad’’

Him‘’nodon’tfeelguiltyplease,youknowuswehavebeen



cuppedupbutIrealizedhersudden

change’’

Me‘’whenwasthis’’

Him‘’acoupleofdaysago,Ileftheratmyhouseandleftfor

workshewasherbubblyusualselfbut

whenIcamebackshewasdownshehadbeencryingandIcould

seethatsomethingwasweighingher

downandeversinceshehasbeeninafoulmood,Ihavetriedto

findoutbutshejustsoclosedoffand

sheinsiststhatsheisokay’’

Me‘’ohmyGodIhopeit’snothermentalstateagain’’heshook

hishead

Him‘’noit’snotthatIswear,shewouldneverallowherselfback

therenomatterwhat’’Isighinrelief

Me‘’ohthankGod’’

Him‘’justwishshecouldtellmewhat’swrong,Imissmygirl’’I

smileandhenarrowshiseyes

Me‘’don’tyouthinksheispregnant’’hesmiles

Him‘’thenwhywouldn’tshetellme,sheknowsIwouldbeover

themoon’’



Me‘’Idon’tknowwhattothinknow’’

Him‘’youandIboth,Ihavetriedcrackingmyskullwithnoluck’’

Me‘’Iwillreachouttoherandthengiveyoufeedback’’hesighs

Him‘’thankyousomuchSiza’’

Me‘’don’tmentionit’’

Him‘’Ishouldgetgoingbeforeyourhusbandcomeshome.He

lookslikehewantstosnapmyhead’’

Me‘’heisnotamonsteryouknowheactuallylikesyouforhis

babygirl,hejustdoesn’twanttoshow

you’’Iseeasmileofreliefacrosshisface.Ilovehowhelovesmy

girlyoh

OLIVIA

Ihavebeencontemplatingwhethertogothroughwiththisor

notbutIamscaredoftheresults,whatif

sheisn’tmymother,willIbeokaywithit?wherewillIstart

lookingformybiologicalmother,ImeanI

Fionastolemefromacourtinthehospitalshedoesn’tknow

shitaboutmymotherorwhereshecame



from,Idon’tbelievehowonepersoncanbesoheartless.Igrab

mybagandheadtoHarmonyMedical

Center,myfather’shospitalandasktoseeMandlaimmediately,

thereceptionistdidn’tgivemetherun

aroundcozsheknowswhoIam,butit’sbecauseshedoesn’t

knowthatIamnotreallyaMotaung,that

thoughtalonebreaksthelittleIhaveleftinmeIhadtotryby

allmeanstoholdmytearsback.She

knocksformeandMandlashoutscomeinandIwalkinclosing

thedoorbehindme

Him‘’ohwhatanicesurprise’’hesayswithasmileandItryby

allmeanstosmileback

Me‘’heyPower’’

Him‘’what’sgood’’

Me‘’allgoodthanks,wena’’Iliethroughmyteeth,Iamdying

inside

Him‘’allgreat,youdon’thavetimingIjustfinishedeatingmy

lunchbox,Palesamademesampand

stew,wasdelicious’’

Me‘’nowyouaremakingmehungry’’helaughs



Him‘’sorryaboutthat,sowhatbringsyouby’’

Me‘’thehospitalstillhasapathologydepartmentright’’

Him‘’wecan’treallyoperatewithoutonesoyes’’

Me‘’right’’howcouldIasksomethingsostupid

Him‘’whatisgoingon’’

Me‘’Ineedtoutilizetheirresources’’

Him‘’theyareontheeastwingofthehospital,theywillbeable

tohelp’’Isigh

Me‘’IneedsomeoneIcantrustwiththis’’

Him‘’wehavediscretionpolicyhere,theresultswon’tbeshared

withnoonebutyou’’

Me‘’Iwashopingthatyoucouldhelpmewithit’’henarrowshis

eyes

Him‘’canyoutellmewhatisgoingon’’

Me‘’afriendofminehasaproblem,andsheishighprofileshe

doesn’twantanyonefindingout’’

Him‘’whatproblem’’

Me‘’shewantstodoaDNAtest’’

Him‘’thatwouldn’tbeaproblem,justtellhertobringsamples

tothelabandtheywillhelpher’’



Me‘’actuallyIhavesampleswithme’’

Him‘’didtheybothgiveconsenttothis’’Iambecominganxious

Me‘’pleasejuststopwiththe21questionsokay,Ijustfound

outthatFionaisnotmymotherandIjust

wanttoconfirmit’’Iblurtoutandit’stoolatetotakeitback

Him‘’ohIamreallysorrytohearthat’’

Me‘’itiswhatitis,socanyouhelpme’’Isaycoollyandhenods

Him‘’yeahsuregivemethesamples’’hesaysandIquicklyhand

himthehairandspoon

Me‘’thosearehersamplesandthisismine’’Ihandhima

sampleofmyownhairandhemarksit

Him‘’Iwillgetthemtoworkonitfast’’

Me‘’thankyousomuch’’

Him‘’it’sokay’’

Me‘’andpleasekeepthisbetweenusnoonecanknowplease’’

Him‘’doctorpatientconfidentiality’’hesaysandInod

remembering

Me‘’Iwillbeonmywaynow,Iwillwaitforyourcallokay’’

Him‘’expectitsoon,andagainIamreallysorry’’Ismilesweetly

athimandwalkout



RAZOR

MybrotherGinvitedmeoverforadrinkandablunt,hemade

megobacktosmokingweedthisshit

head,itwassupposetobeaonceoffthingtoremindusofback

inthedaybutlookatussmokingit

morefrequentlyGod,mywifehatesthesmell,shetoldmeto

smokeitoutsideandgetinsideherhouse

smellingfreshandsoIsmokethengobrashmyteethandwash

myhandsoffthestrongsmellandIam

goodasnew,butIwon’tlieeachtimeshewantstowatchchick

flicksIgetstonedtogetthroughit,but

pleasedon’ttellherthis.Iparkoutsidehishouseandthatfool

isalreadyhavingabluntsittingunderthe

treebesideshisgarages.Igetoutofthecarandthesmellhits

mynostril,itsgoodshit.Isitdownnextto

himandhehandsmethebluntandIinhalethisherb

G‘’it’sgoodhuh’’



Me‘’very,wheredidyougetthisone’’

G‘’oneofmyboysgotitfromSoweto’’

Me‘’itsgoodshitman’’Ihandittohim

G‘’IthinkIhavesmoked3bluntssincethedaystarted’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whereisNtombiandthePrincess’’

G‘’theydroveoutawhileago,shesaidsheneededafewthings

fromthegrocerystore’’

Me‘’aretheytailed’’

G‘’eversinceshestarteddrivingherselfIhadsomeonefollow

here,afterwhathappenedwiththat

fuckenKingIamnottakinganychances’’

Me‘’goodman,that’sgood’’

G‘’hasthedriverstartedyet’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nextweekandIwassurprisedthatmywifedidn’tfightme

aboutit,shejustsaidokay’’

G‘’yourbabyismakingherSoftjustlikehernickname’’Ismile

Me‘’andmybabyalsotookmywife’slibido’’hechuckles

G‘’welcometothatpartofhellpregnancybrings’’

Me‘’manIgotblueballs’’



G‘’waittillshegivesbirth,youwillfeelfirebro,3monthsofnot

touchingyourwife’’

Me‘’whatisthatshitallabout’’

G‘’apparentlytheyaremostfertileaftertheygivebirthsoto

avoidgettingherpregnantagainandthey

alsoneedtohealdownthere’’Isigh

Me‘’soyouwentthroughallthis’’

G‘’sexdeprivation,moodswings,thehappinessand

contentment’’Ismile

Me‘’yourassisallgrownuphuh’’hechucklesafterpuffingout

G‘’youwereinfluenceenough’’Ifistbumphim

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’

G‘’justdon’tactontheblueballs’’

Me‘’IwouldneverdothattomywifeG,Idon’tevenlookat

otherwoman,theydon’tappealtome,no

womancanevercatchmyeyeslikethat,Softismylifebrother,

Iwouldrathertakecoldshowers’’

G‘’Iwasbeatingmeat’’Ilaughsoloud

Me‘’thefuck,masturbatingnopeit’snotmycupoftea’’

G‘’Iwillwaittohearyousaythataftershegivesbirth’’



Me‘’justshutupG’’

G‘’andhowthefuckdidyounotknowthatyoudon’tsleepwith

awomanafterbirthyouhave2kids’’

Me‘’it’swhateverbro’’Isayshruggingmyshoulders

2dayslater

OLIVIA

Mybestfriendgavemeacallandaskedmetocomeseeher,I

neededthedestructionsoIsaidIam

coming,afewhourswithherwillsurelypusheverythinginthe

backofmymind,Idrovetothehouse

tryingsohardtogetridofmyfoulmood,Iwashopingthat

Mandlawouldhavecalledbynow,Ithink

thewaitiskillingmemorethananything.Igettothehouseand

parkattheroundaboutdriveway,

walkingoutItakeadeepsighandpusheverythingout,Iwalkto

thehousenotpressingthedoorbell,

theyknowIamcomingsotheywillbedecentright,IfindSizain



thekitchenhummingsomegospelsong

Me‘’heybaby’’sheputdownthebottleofwateronthecounter

andcametomerushing,foldingmein

herwarmembrace

Her‘’ohLivIhavemissedyousomuchbaby’’hewarmthmade

meletgoofmytears

Me‘’Imissedyoutoo,Iamsorryforbeingsilent’’

Her‘’Iamsorrytoobaby’’Isayandweletgo,hereyesnarrow

assheseesmytears

Me‘’IamjusthappytoseeyouandmybabyIhere’’Itryto

diverttheconversationfrommecryingto

thebaby

Her‘’areyousureyouareokaybabe’’

Me‘’Iamsurebabe,whywouldn’tIbe’’

Her‘’let’sgotothecinema,anicemovieisabouttoplay’’she

takesmyhandandwewalktotheroom

Me‘’didyoumakepopcorn’’

Her‘’allthejunkintheworld’’

Me‘’yeppie,whereisRazor’’



Her‘’wentouttogetmesometinroofweranoutofitso

quickly’’

Me‘’ohboy,youandmybaby,nexttimeyouhavecravingscall

meIwanttospoilyouguystoo’’

Her‘’didyouhearthatbaby,wehaveanotherdeliverperson’’

shesaysrubbinghergrowingbump

makingsmile,thatbabyisblessedtohaveSizaandpapaas

parents.Myphonevibratesandit’sMandla,

Isighdeeplyandquicklyanswer

Me‘’hey…noIhaven’t…Iwillchecknow…thankyousomuch’’I

sayandhungupandgocheckmy

emails,heemailedmetheresults,Icontemplateopeningthe

attachedfile

Her‘’iseverythingokay’’sheasksandIwanttopowermy

phoneoffanddothiswhenIgethomebut

curiosityisgettingtomeIjusttapitopenandgotothebottom

ofthedocument.99.9% match.My

heartstopsforamomenttakinginthenews,mysuspicions

wereright,IamNeo’sdaughter,itwasn’t

justacoincidencesheismymotherandIamherdaughter,

tearsstreamdownmyfaceinvoluntary



Her‘’Livwhat’swrongbabe,talktome’’Icontinueweepingin

herarmsIstaylikethatfor5minutes

Me‘’Iamsorrybabe’’

Her‘’don’tapologizejusttellmewhat’swrongplease’’

Me‘’Ihavebeenstressed,Ididn’twritemylastpaperwellin

factitwashorribleSiza,thethoughtof

failingandhavingtosetbackmydreamofbeingacharted

accountant’’

Her‘’whatdidtheresultssay’’

Me‘’luckilyIpassedbabethat’swhyIcriedlikethat’’Ihearher

sigh

Her‘’ohthankGod,congratulationmysweetie’’Ihatedmyself

forlyingtomybestfriend,buthowdoI

tellherthis,howdoItellanyonethisatall,ifsheknewshe

wouldhavetotellmydadandIamnot

readytolosethebondIhavewithmyfather,hemightnothave

birthedmebutMolemoMotaungwill

alwaysbetheonlyfatherIhave

Noedits
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CHAPTER134

SIZA

OliviamustthinkthatIdon’tknowheranymore,Iwasn’tbuying

herstoryabouttheexamresults,sheis

oneofthesmartestpeopleIknow,andpassinghermoduleshas

neverbeenaproblem,whenyoulook

atheracademicrecordshehasnevergottenanythingbelow

70% andthiswasthelastexamofher

qualificationIknewshewasgoingtokillitnoquestionsasked,

andIdon’trememberhercomplaining

aboutapaperaftershewrote,soSteveisrightsheishiding

somethingandIcantellit’sdeepreally

deep,Ihaven’treallyspokentomyhusbandaboutthatdayand

ithasbeenaweekalready.Icalledher

everydayandsheinsiststhatsheisfine.ThisisworryingmeI

won’tlie.



Him‘’IwillchokeitoutofyouifIhaveto’’Molemosaystome

asIlotionmybodyaftertheshower

Me‘’chokewhatoutofmemanje’’Iaskconfused

Him‘’youhavebeenofffordaysnow,Ithoughtit’sthebaby

makingyoulikethisbutitclearlyisn’tso

spititoutSizakele’’okayhejustcalledmebymyname

Me‘’ohIamSizakelenow’’herollshiseyes

Him‘’don’ttryandchangethetopic’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout’’

Him‘’Softdon’ttestmepleasejustdon’ttestmerightnow’’I

sigh

Me‘’fineMo’’Isayandsitontheedgeofthebedandhesits

nexttome

Him‘’speak’’Iwanttogivehimalook,whodoeshethinkheis

talkingto.

Me‘’wellStevecametoseemeafewdaysago’’hiseyesgrew

withshock

Him‘’concerningwhat’’hesayscoolly

Me‘’itwasaboutOliviaapparentlyshehasn’tbeenherselfina

whileandhethoughtImightknow’’



Him‘’anddoyouknow?’’

Me‘’nobabyhenceIaskedhertocomeseemeaweekago,I

couldseeshewasn’tokayanditwas

confirmedwhenshereceivedacallaftertalkingonthephone

shecheckedheremailsandIjustbroke

downandcriedsopainfully’’hisbodytensed

Him‘’whatwastheemailsaying’’

Me‘’shedidn’tshowmelovebutshesaidshewasscaredthat

shefailedherlastexamanditwas

makingherworrysotheemailwasherresultsandsheclaims

shecriedbecauseshepassed’’

Him‘’Oliviaissmart,shehasneverbeenworriedabouther

resultsandafterherexamsheguaranteed

methatshewasgraduatingnextyearandifshewaslyingI

couldhavepickeditup,soIdon’tbelieve

thisstoryshesoldyouSoft,somethingisgoingonwithher’’

Me‘’Ibelievesotoo’’

Him‘’Ineedtogoseeherandfindoutwhatiswrongwithmy

princess’’

Me‘’pleaseMomaybeshewillopenuptoyou’’



Him‘’thanksfortellingmeandSizakeleIamdeadseriousI

don’twantyouworryingyourselfabout

anythingdoyouunderstand’’

Me‘’Iamsorrybaby’’

Him‘’noneedtoapologize.Ijustdon’twantyoustressing,you

arecarryingpreciouscargoinhere’’

Me‘’howcanIforgetthatMotaung’’helaughs

Him‘’shootmeforbeingexcited’’

Me‘’Iloveyoudaddy’’

Him‘’youaremylifemommy’’Iblush

Me‘’thatbetternotchange’’helaughsatmythreat

Him‘’babyletmegoseeOliviaandIwillbringthoseribsand

wingsonmywayback’’hepecksmylips

MBUSO

Ihaven’tbeenfeelingwellforafewdaysnow,mywomanhas

beenworkingfromhomesoshecankeep

aneyeonme,mypersonalnurse,shegotmemedsandIam

beginningtofeelbetter,IhatedoctorssoI



avoidedgoingeventhoughshebeggedmeto,thosepeopleonly

wanttoinjectusandIdespiseneedles,

Ijusthadchickensoupandtookmymeds,shewassittingby

thediningtablebusyonherlaptop,those

eyeglassesmakeherlooksexy,shehashereyesgluedtothe

screen,theonlytimeleavingthelaptopis

whenbrowsingthefilenexttoher.BossLady,Iamaluckyman.

ThedoorbellringsandIfrown,theonly

personwhoknowsthepinforthegateisRefiloeforwhenshe

bringsmydaughter,Itriedstandingup

Her‘’nonono,yousityourfineassdownMr.youneedallthe

restyoucangetmisterIwillgetthe

door’’

Me‘’comeonbabyit’snotlikeIwasgoingtoliftrocks’’she

chucklesandgoestoopenthedoor,a

secondlatershewalksinwithtwowomanIdon’tlikelayingmy

eyeson,Istandupandmywomangives

meawarninglookbutsaysnothing,probablywonderingwho

theoldwomanwithRefiloe

Ma‘’Mbusomntanmi’’shesaysandIshootheranintensegaze



Me‘’whatdoyouwanthere’’IsayandThandiwemakesherway

tomyside

Ma‘’Icomeinpeacepleaseson’’

Me‘’peacehuh’’Ilaughandsitonmycouch

Her‘’pleasetakeasit’’mywomanistheonewithmanners,they

sitonthevacantcouch

Ma‘’thankyousisi,Mbusowhoisthisbeautifulrespectfulgirl’’

Me‘’notthatit’sanyofyourbusinessbutsheisthewomanI

amwith,hernameisThandiwe’’

Ma‘’sheisverybeautiful’’Ismilebecausethatistrue

Me‘’thatsheis,hasthepuresthearteven’’Isay

Her‘’thankyoumama,Iwillgofixyousomethingtodrink’’she

saysanddisappearstothekitchen

Me‘’whatareyoutwodoinginmyhouse’’Iambacktobeing

cold,Iwasonlysoftenedbecausewe

weretalkingabouttheloveofmylife

Ref‘’Mbusopleasemamadidsaywecomeinpeace’’

Me‘’Iwillaskagainwhatdoyouwantinmyhouse’’mymother

cried

Ma‘’Iamverysorrysonforkeepingthetruthfromyou,Ididn’t



meanto,Ijustwantedtokeepthe

peaceinthehouse,IwasmadatMphathiandRefiloeforwhat

theydid,butIyouwerehappybeinga

fatherIdidn’twanttohurtyoubelievemeplease’’

Me‘’makemehappybylettingmelivealiemamaseriously’’I

feltmadrealmad

Ma‘’Iamsorrymfanawami,Iwillneverhurtyoulikethatagain

pleaseforgivemeplease’’Ilookupat

Thandiweisstandingbehindmegivingmeapleadinglook

Me‘’whatyoudidtomehurtmamaIwon’tlie’’

Ma‘’IknowmysonandIregretitbelievemeIdo’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowwherewewouldstartmendingour

relationshipmama’’

Ma‘’Iamaskingforyouforgivenesssonandafterthatwewill

takeitadayatatime’’mywomannods

vigorouslyatme,Isighdeeply

Me‘’finema’’Isay

Ref‘’Ijusthopeonedayyouwillforgivemetoo’’Ijustlookat

her,Thandiweplacesthetraywith

refreshmentsonthecoffeetable



Her‘’hereissomejuicemama,Iwillstartmakingyousomething

toeat’’

Ma‘’don’tworryaboutfoodIatealready,thejuiceisfinethank

youdarly’’shesayspolitely

Her‘’okayma,IwasworkingwhenyoucamesoIwilljustgoand

finishoff’’

Ma‘’noproblem’’shesaysandThandiwegoesbacktothe

diningtableandgetsbusyagain,theystart

drinkingthejuiceThandiweservedbutIcanseethatsomething

ishangingontheirshoulders,thereis

moretowhatbroughtmymotherhere

Me‘’iseverythingokaymama’’Iaskandhereyeslookatme

dark

Ma‘’haiiiMbusomntanami’’

Me‘’khulumama(speakma)’’shesighsdeeply

Ma‘’awhileagoIhadaconversationwithyourbrother

Mphathi’’Isigh

Me‘’isthissomethingIneedtoknow’’

Ma‘’yes,hewantstointroduceBandileandSamtothe

ancestorsashis’’

Me‘’wheredoIfitinhere’’



Ma‘’wewenttoconsulttheancestorsandyouneedtohand

themovertoyourbrotherfirstsotheyare

notrecognizedasyoursbuthis’’Ilaugh

Me‘’that’stherealreasonyouareheremamayoudon’tgivea

damnaboutmeandaskingfor

forgivenessyoucamebecauseyourprecioussonneeds

somethingfromme’’

Ma‘’noson,ImeanitIwanttomendourrelationship’’

Me‘’Ihavebeenbackformonthsmamabutyounevercaredto

reachoutuntilnowthatyourgolden

boyneedssomething’’

Ma‘’don’tlookatitlikethatplease’’

Me‘’takeyourco-witchandgetthehelloutofmyhouse’’Isay

shouting,madashell

Ma‘’Mbusoplease’’

Me‘’Iamnotgoingtorepeatmyself,getthefuckoutofmy

housenow’’Iroarandthrowtheglassto

thewallandtheyquicklystandandhurryout,Iamfumingmy

motherhasanerve.Shedoesn’tcare

aboutmeorourrelationship.Mybreathinghasspikednow,my

womanisnearmewithintheblinkon



aneye

Her‘’babycalmdownplease,takedeepbreathsplease’’shesays

helpingmesitandfoldsmeinher

warmembraceandIjustcryitout

OLIVIA

IleftStevenshousealmostaweekago,whenhewasatworkI

packedwhatwasmineandcamebackto

theflat,thisplacedoesn’tfeellikehomeanymore,it’scoldand

dull.Thebedistoobigandthenights

toolong,Ican’tsleepIhaven’tsleptindays,allIamabletodo

isstareattheceilinghopingthatanswers

willfall,Ihavesomanytoaskbutnoonetoanswerme,it’s

harditspainful.Stevehasbeentryingtoget

aholdofmebutIjustcan’tanswer,heisgoingcrazyhedoesn’t

knowwhatisgoingonwithme,he

comeshereeverydaybutIjustcan’topen,howdoIlookthe

loveofmylifeintheeyeandtellhimthat

mymotherishisstepmother,thatwearestepbrotherand

sister,ithurts,Idon’twanttoloseSteve,I



lovehimsomuch.MyworldiscrumblingdownandIdon’tknow

howtostopit.Theisaknockonthe

door,IjustignoreitlikeIhavebeendoingforthepastfewdays.

Thepersonispersistentbutshame

theyarejustwastingtheirtime,Iamnotopening

Him‘’OliviaopenthisdamndoororIwillbreakitdown,Iknow

youareintherecozyourcarisinthe

parkinglot’’myfather’svoicesaidbehindthedoor,Isighand

standupknowingthathewillreallybreak

thedoor.Iopenandheislookinggrumpy

Me‘’papa’’Isaygettingbacktothecouch,Ihearhimclosingthe

door

Him‘’Olivia’’hesaysinalowtone,asifheisdefeated

Me‘’whatbringsyouby’’

Him‘’becauseIamworriedaboutyoubabygirl.Sizatoldme

whathappened’’

Me‘’Itoldherwhathappenedyoushouldn’tworryIpassed,Iam

graduating,mydreamofbeinga

chartedaccountedisstillbrewing’’



Him‘’Ihaveneverdoubtedthat’’

Me‘’sodon’tworry’’hesighs

Him‘’IworrybecauseIknowthatisnotthereasonwhyyouare

notokay’’hesays

Me‘’youareblowingthingsoutofproportion’’Isayandchange

thechanneloftheTVIwasn’teven

watching

Him‘’Oliviadon’tdothistome’’hesaysthistimewithavoice

lacedwithpain,Iglanceathimandhis

faceiswearingthesameexpressionashisvoice

Him‘’isyourmentalstatecomingbacktoyou?pleasebabyif

thatisthecasetalktomeandletmehelp

you,Ican’tbaretoseeyoulikethatagain,Iwouldn’tknowwhat

todowithmyself,Livdon’tmakeme

failyouagainplease’’hiswordsjustbrokemyheartandwhena

tearescapedhiseyeIknewhewas

reallyscaredforme,myfathernevercriesbuthethinksheis

losingmetomymindagainanditmakes

himsad,imaginehowsadhewillbewhenhelearnsIamnothis

child

Me‘’it’snotthatdaddyIpromise’’



Him‘’thenwhatisitOliviaplease,notknowingwhatis

happeningtoyouwillkillmemore’’

Me‘’ifItellyoueverythingwillchange’’

Him‘’Iamyourfatherbabytrustmeplease’’hearinghimcall

himselfthatmademecrymovingtohis

embrace

Me‘’ithurtssobadpapaitcutswaydeeper’’

Him‘’tellmesoIcanmakeitallbetterplease’’hesaysholding

metighterIstayedinhisarmscrying,

after30minutesorsoIletgoandtakemyphoneandshowhim

theDNAresults

Him‘’DNAforwho’’Ilookathisconfusionandmytears

returned

Me‘’IjustfoundoutthatIamnotyourchildorFiona’schild’’he

laughed

Him‘’that’spreposterousbaby,whotoldyouthat’’Iexplained

everythingtohimandbythesameIwas

donehewasonhiskneesinfrontofmetearsstreamingdown

hisface,myhandsinhis

Me‘’IneverknowanythingaboutthisbabyIamsosorry’’

Him‘’Iamnotyourspapaandit’skillingme’’



Me‘’Idon’tcareifwedon’thavethesamebloodIdon’tcareif

biologicallyIamruledoutasyourfather,

youaremydaughterOlivia,minebloodornot.Noonenor

anythingcanchangethefactthatyouaremy

littlegirl.IloveyouandasmuchasthisisbreakingmyheartI

willnotloveyouanylessordifferently,I

amyourfatherdoyouunderstandme’’hesayswipingmytears

Me‘’youaremyfather’’Isaybuttoconvincemyself

Him‘’lookatme’’Ilookathimintheeyes

Him‘’youaremybabyandIwillalwaysbeyourfatherokay’’I

nodvigorously

Me‘’IloveyousomuchdaddyIdon’twanttoloseyou’’

Him‘’OliviathischangesnothingIpromise’’hesaysandIdon’t

missthegenuinenessinhisvoice,the

voicefilledwithsomuchpain.

Me‘’daddycanIgohomewithyou’’

Him‘’Iwantedtoaskthat,comelet’sgo’’

Me‘’youpromisethatnothingwillchange’’

Him‘’Ipromisebaby,nowpromisemethatyouwillneversee

measjustanothermanbutalwaysyour



fatherandpromisethatyouwillnotseeyourselfanylessmy

princess’’

Me‘’Ipromise’’

Him‘’letmegetyouhomethen’’Inodandputonmyshoes

takingmyphonethenwehadout

RAZOR

IreallycannotbelievewhatIamgoingthroughrightnow,my

poorbabygirl;Idon’tknowhowsheis

keepingthingstogether.FionaisananimalIcan’tbelieveIonce

caredaboutthatsnake,shekeeps

hurtingOliviatimeandatimeagainandshekeepssurvivingher

blowstheymightleaveherwoundedby

theydon’tbreakhertoapointofnoreturn.Shemightnotbe

mybloodbutshetookthetatspiritfrom

me,knowingthatmybloodisnotthesameasherskillsmeto

thecoreofmyheart,thinkingofthechild,

mychildthatFionareplacedOliviawithaftershestoleher

breaksmyhearttoo,Ilostallmychildren

becauseofthatdamnwoman,FionathistimeIwon’tdo



anythingtoyou,thistimeformydaughters

painIgiveyoutoGod.Mywifewouldbeproudofmeafter

sayingthat.Igetinthehouseaftergoingto

getSoftsomewingsandribsfromclubnations,that’sher

addictionnow.SheandLivareinthelounge

laughingoversomething.

Soft‘’andIthoughtyouwerelostwithmyfood’’

Me‘’Iwouldn’tdare’’Isayhandingherthetakeawayandsit

nexttoOlivia

Soft‘’thankshubby,saythankyoudaddy’’shesaystoherbump

makingOliviaandIlaugh

Me‘’it’sonlyapleasuremypeople’’shestartseatingnoteven

offeringusany.Olivia’sphoneringsand

shelooksatitandsighs

Soft‘’Steveagain’’

Liv‘’yes’’shesaysinalowvoice

Me‘’youneedtotalktothatpoorboyOlivia’’Isay

Liv‘’papawearestepsiblings’’

Me‘’sowhatLiv’’



Liv‘’itswrongdaddy’’

Soft‘’it’snotincestbabe.Justtalktohimpleaseheislosinghis

mindIhaveevenranoutofexcuses’’

Liv‘’IamsorryImakingyoudothis’’

Me‘’OliviaIdemandthatyouspeaktothatboyandsoon,he

deservestoknowwhyyouhavebeen

doingthistohim,youclaimtolovehimsomuchsowhyareyou

hurtinghimsobad’’

Liv‘’daddy’’

Soft‘’Molemoisrightbabe’’

Liv‘’myfatherandBestfriendareganginguponme’’

Me‘’that’snotwhatthisis,Ijustdon’twantyoutohurt

yourselfmore,alreadyallofthisishurtingyou

sodon’taddtoyourpain’’

Liv‘’okayIwillcallhimandmeethimtomorrow’’

Me‘’andIalsowantedtotalkaboutyourbiologicalmother’’

Liv‘’whatabouther’’

Me‘’wouldyoulikehertoknowaboutyou’’

Liv‘’Idon’tknowIjust…’’Idisturbher



Me‘’Iwillnotseethisasasignofbetrayal,Iwillnotloveyou

anyless’’

Liv‘’areyousure’’sheasksreallyconcerned

Me‘’Iswearmyprincess’’Ikissherknuckles

Liv‘’Iwouldloveforhertoknowandpossiblyhavea

relationshipwithher,butIwanttospeaktoStevefirst’’

Me‘’okaybaby,andifshedoesn’tfeelthesameIdon’twantyou

tofeellikeyouaretheproblem,ifshe

doesn’twanttogettoknowyousheismissingoutongetting

toknowoneofthemostamazingpeople

intheworld,andIwillloveyouenoughtofeelthevoidokay’’

Liv‘’IloveyousomuchRazor’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutooangel’’shesnugglesinmyarms,thepainstill

freshjustbeingstrongforOlivia.
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STEVE



IamlosingmymindwitheachpassingdayIdon’tseeortalkto

her,Idon’tevenknowwhatsheisgoing

throughandsheisshuttingmeout,Ijustwanttobetherefor

her,shethebiggestpartofmeandIwish

shecouldtrustmeenoughtocarrywhateveritiswithher.I

havebeenathomeeversinceshewent

awolonme,havingafriendwhorunsahospitalcameinhandy

cozhemanagedtobookmeoffand

emailedthelettertomyboss,whotoldmetotakeiteasyand

getwellsoon,Iwasshockedbutgrateful

thatIdon’thavetogotowork,Iwouldn’thavebeenalloverthe

placedistractedbythethoughtsofmy

girlfriend.Iamsittinginmyloungewithaglassofhardliquorin

myhand,IamwatchingTVorshouldI

saytheTViswatchingme.ThedooropensandIquicklygetup

withsomuchhopeandGodit’sher,it’s

mybaby.Idon’twaitforhertosayanything;Iquicklyfoldherin

myarmsandhugherlikeit’sthelasttime.

Her‘’Iamsosorrybaby’’shesaysalreadycrying



Me‘’neverdothistomeagainplease’’Isaytoherandshe

tightensherholdonme

Her‘’IloveyousomuchIamreallysorrybaby’’

Me‘’what’sgoingonOlivia’’shejustbrokedowninmyarms

breakingmyheart

Her‘’ithurtsbabyithurtssobad’’shesays

Me‘’pleasecomeandsitandtellmewhatisgoingonbaby

please,don’tshutmeout’’

Her‘’IamgoingtoaskfirstthenIwilltellyoueverything’’Inod

andwegotothelounge

Me‘’Iamlisteningbaby’’Isayholdingherhandsinmine

Her‘’babywhendidyourfathermeetwithhiswife’’Inarrowmy

eyes

Me‘’myparentsseparatedwhenIwas8butdivorcedwhenI

was10babe,butmydadhadalreadybeen

datingherduringtheseparation’’Iseerelieffloodthroughher

Her‘’thelasttimewewereallatyourhouse,yourmothersaid

ous’Neoisbarren’’

Me‘’mymomassumedthatsincemydadandherdon’thave

anykidsandshealsodidn’thaveanykids

ofherown’’IsawatearrunningdownhercheekasIsaidthat



Her‘’Iunderstandwhytheyassumedshewasbarren,butsheis

not’’

Me‘’howwouldyouknowthisbaby’’Iaskreallyconfusedshe

goessilentforawhilefondlingwithher

fingers,sheisanervouswreck

Her‘’because…uhm…because…Iamherdaughter’’shesays

betweensobs,Ilookathershocked

Me‘’what,whatdoyoumeanbaby,yourmomisinprison’’

Her‘’Fionaisn’tmymother,shetoldmethatherselfandI

wonderedwhyIwouldlooklikeyourstep

mothersoIstoleafewthingswithherDNAanddidatest

secretlyanditprovesthatIamherdaughter’’

tosayIamshockedwouldbeanunderstatement

Me‘’Oliviawhatareyousayingtome’’

Her‘’Fionastolemefromthehospitalandreplacedmewithher

deadchild’’shesaysinalowvoice

obviouslyinpain

Me‘’babyIamsosorrymyloveverysosorry’’Ihugher

Her‘’IwasavoidingyoubecauseIwasscaredthatwecouldbe

siblings’’



Me‘’Iunderstandthislovebutthetimeframedoesn’taddup.

Youwerealreadybornwhenmydadand

Ous’Neogottogether’’shesigheddeeplyinrelief

Her‘’Iamjustgladforthatreally’’

Me‘’Icanonlyimaginewhatyouaregoingthroughbaby,butI

wantyoutoknowthatIamhereforyou

mylove,alwaysrememberthatyouarenotaloneinthis,Iwill

bewithyoueverystepoftheway’’

Her‘’Ireallyappreciatethatmybaby’’shesaysandplacesasoft

kissonmylips

SIZWE

ThandiwecametoseemeafewdaysagoandaskedthatI

pleaseletherhavethehousekeeperthat

usedtohelpherwiththekidsbecauseshecan’talwaysbe

availabletopickthekidsupandwithschool

startingnextyearsheissurelygonnaneedhelp,soIagreedto

herrequestafterspeakingtomywide

aboutitofcourse.TodayIdidn’tgototheclubbecauseI

offeredtodrivehertoThandiweandMbuso’s



house,shewasstillinherroompackingthelastofherthings,

shehasbeenlivinginmyhousesince

ThandiweandIboughtthisplaceaftergettingmarried.Sheisa

greathelparoundthehouseIsurelywill

missherbutmychildrenneedhermore,andwithwhat’s

happeninginthecountryItrusther.Thefront

dooropenedandclickingsoundsfromhighheelsapproachthe

lounge,mywifehomethisearly,

impossible.MymotherappearsandIrollmyeyes

Me‘’howdidyouknowIwashomemother’’

Her‘’hellotoyoutooson,Iamverywellthanks’’

Me‘’sorryaboutthat’’

Her‘’wheredidyourmannersgo’’shesayssmackingmyhead

Me‘’mother’’Isay

Her‘’shutupyoufool’’shesayssittingdownandcrossingher

legs

Me‘’motherhowdidyouknowIamhome’’

Her‘’Iwenttothesalontogetmynailsdoneandmydaughter

inlawmentionedthatyouarehome’’



Me‘’okaythentowhatdoIowethisvisit’’

Her‘’tellmewhendidyoubecomesuchawimp’’

Me‘’whathaveIdonenowMother’’Isaysoundingbored

Her‘’youhavebecomeweakson’’

Me‘’motherstopbeingvagueandgetstraighttothepoint

please’’shecliqueshertongue

Her‘’IamdisappointedinyouSizwe,whydidn’tyoutellmethat

Thandiwetookmygrandchildrenand

wenttostaywithherboyfriend’’

Me‘’maybeitslippedmymindma’’shelaughs

Her‘’IhateitSizweIdon’twantmygrandkidsaroundthat

man’’

Me‘’Mbusoisagratguy,helovesmykids’’

Her‘’justlistentoyourselfsoundinglikealittlebitch,Ididn’t

raiseacoward’’

Me‘’howexactlyamIbeingacowardma’’

Her‘’youarelettinganothermanraiseyourkids’’

Me‘’weareco-parentingmamanobigdeal’’

Her‘’listentomeyoufool,youaregoingtocontactthelawyers

andfileforsolecustodyofmy



grandchildren’’

Me‘’whywouldIdothat’’

Her‘’becausetheyareDlomotheybelongwithus’’

Me‘’theyhaveaverylovingmothermamaandtheylovethis

arrangementsowhywouldIwanttobring

chaostoaperfectsetup’’

Her‘’listenhereSizwe’’

Me‘’noyoulistentomemama,IhavehurtThandiweit’s

enoughIwillnottakeawayourkidsfromher

thefactthatwearemakingthisworkandwearegoodfriends

isenoughforusandenoughtoraiseour

childrenperfectly,wehavestability,wearecontentandweare

happy,whetherThandiwemarriesthis

guymykidswillalwaysbemineandIwillnotchangethisthing

wehaveforanythingoranyonenoteven

youmamasostoptryingtogetmetobreakThandiwecozitis

notgoingtohappen.ExcusemeIneedto

driveMa’GloriatoThandiwe,youcanstayifyouwant’’Isay

leavinghershockedashell



1weeklater

OLIVIA

ThedayIdecidedtotellous’Neothatsheismymotherisfinally

hereandIamnervousashell,whatif

shedoesn’tlovemeorwantanythingtodowithme,Idon’t

thinkIwilltaketherejectionverywell.I

havemyfatherandhehasassuredmethatifshedoesn’twant

mehewillbetheretofillinthevoidand

Ireallyappreciatehimforlovingmepastthis,thisisnoteasy

onhimtoobutheiskeepingitinjustfor

meandIhaveneverknownalovelikehis.Theonlygoodthing

thatcameoutofthisordealwasbeing

hisprincess.Heholdsmyhandandsqueezes

Dad‘’everythingisgoingtobeokaymyloveIpromise’’hesays

andIsmileathim

Me‘’Ipraysopapa’’

Dad‘’isyourboyfriendgoingtomeetusthere’’



Me‘’hetextedandsaidheisalreadythereandhisfatherand

mym…Imeanhisstepmotherarealready

waiting’’hesighs

Dad‘’it’sokaybabyyoucancallheryourmotherbecausethat’s

whatsheis’’

Me‘’thankyoufordoingthiswithmepapaIappreciateitso

much’’

Dad‘’IwilldoanythingforyouLiv’’hekissesmyknucklesand

continuestodrivewhileIgivehim

directions.WefinallyparkoutsidebehindSteven’scar

Dad‘’ready’’Inodvigorouslyandwewalkoutofthecar

towardsthehouse,beforewecouldeven

knockSteveopenedandwewalkin,hisdadandmymotherare

sittinginthecouchholdinghands

TheystanduponcewearefullyintheroomandSteve

introducesthemtomyfatherandviceversa

Him‘’it’snicetomeetyouMr.Motaungandwelcomeonce

againOlivia’’Steve’sfathersays

Me‘’thankyou’’

Her‘’youlookbeautifulasalwaysnana’’shesaystomewithso

muchwarmthIcanonlyhopeshewill



stillbelikethiswhenshefindsout

Him‘’Stevesaidthatyouhavesomethingreallyimportantto

tellus’’hesaysconcerned

Dad‘’yeswedoandit’saverysensitiveissuethatrecentlycame

toourattention,andIwontlieithas

hurtmydaughterandIsobadandbeforeIsayitNeoIwould

reallyliketoapologizetoyousincerely.I

justwantyoutoknowthatFionaisrottinginjailforher

crimes’’

Her‘’whatisgoingon’’panicfillsherupvisibleonherface

Dad‘’theisnoeasywaytosaysoIamjustgoingtosayit

straight.Myprincessherfoundoutthatmyex

wifeandIarenotherbiologicalparents,myexwifeadmittedto

herthatwhenourdaughterdiedshe

replacedOliviawiththecorpseandstoleLivfromhercourt’’I

sayandIseebothofthemshockedOus

Neowithtearsstreamingdownherfaceobviouslyconnecting

thedots

Dad‘’shehadhersuspicionsandinvestigated,shetook

somethingwithyourDNAandgotittested

againsthersandtheresultscameback99.9% positive’’



Her‘’what,pleasetellmethatthisisasickjokeplease’’shesays

andIjustcry

Dad‘’thatisthetruthandIamverysorry,butmyprincessis

yourbiologicaldaughter,youburiedmy

biologicaldaughter’’shescreamsherpainandSteve’sfather

justholdsherclose

Him‘’shhhshhhIamsorrymylove’’

Her‘’ithurtsloveithurtssobadalltheseyearsIthoughtmy

childdied,IlivedinfearthatIdidn’tgive

youkidsbecauseIcouldn’tbareloosinganotherchildagain’’

Him‘’pleasedon’tdothistoyourself.Ihavenevercomplained

aboutnothavingkids,Iamsorryforall

thepainyouwentthrough,butthetruthisreviledyour

daughterishereinfrontofyou’’

Me‘’Iamsorryous’NeoIreallyam’’Isaywithmyowntearand

mydadandStevebothtakemyhandandcomfortme

Him‘’don’tapologizeOliviayouwerealsoavictim,noonecan

blameyou.Onlythatsickwoman’’

Her‘’whowoulddosuchapainfulthing.Whywouldanother

womandothistoafellowsister’’

Dad‘’Fionaisasickwoman,sheisselfish’’thepaininmyheart



rightnow.Mymotherhasn’tgivenmea

hugortoldmethatit’sgoingtobeokayortellmesheishappy

tohavemebackanditjustbrokemy

heartmore

Her‘’Ican’twrapmyheadaroundeverything,Iamconfused,I

amhurtIdon’tknowtofeelaboutallof

this,ImeanImournedthedeathofmydaughterforalongtime

andhavingthiswholethingcomeback

isjusttoomuchforme’’shesaysandpainthathitsmyheart

Me‘’daddynowthatwehavetoldthetruthcanwego’’he

noddedandIknowheunderstoodthatIam

dyinginsidecozthiswomanisnotgivingmeattention

Dad‘’thisismynumberandaddressincaseyouwanttotalk

more’’myfatherplacesapaperonthe

table

Him‘’thankyousomuchforbringingthistoourattentionI

reallyappreciateit’’Steven’sfathersays

lookingatmewithpity.Iwasabouttowalkoutwhenanidea

hitsmeafterIeyedthescissoronthe

table.Iremovedmywigandgaveittomyfather,cuttingamy

hairabitandplaceitonthetable



Me‘’justtogiveyoupeaceofmind,youcandotheDNAtest

again’’Isaidwalkingoutwithabrokenheart.

SIZA

It’sreallyhardenjoyingmypregnancywhenmyhusbandis

goingthroughsomuch,findingoutthat

Oliviaisn’thishasbeentakingitstollonourrelationship,he

isn’tallowinghimselftofeelpainbecause

hewantstobestrongforOliviaandIcommendhimforhis

undyinglovebutIwishhewouldallow

himselftoshowthatheishurtandletmebethereforhim.This

isnothowIimaginedourfirst

pregnancyandIdon’twanttolieit’shurtingbutIdon’twantto

seemselfishneededhimtocelebrate

thisnewlifewhileheisdealingwithsomuch.Molemowasout

withOliviasoIdecidedtokeeptomy

promiseandgoseeDali,mydriverdriveslikeaturtleandI

knowheisfollowinginstructionssoIdon’t

scoldhim,wegettothehospitalafterforeverandIfindVusi

therewithhisfather.Iwontliethisisnot



Dali.Sheisashadowofheroldself.Thiswomanusedto

tormentmesomuchithurtsstill,seeingher

bringsbackthememoriesofmydaughter,tearsjustcame

rushingdown.Iamstuckbythedoorapart

ofmewantstoleaveandbeforeIcouldturnbackMr.Khumalo

noticesme

Him‘’Siza,pleasecomeinmntanami’’Isigh

Me‘’sanibonanininjani(hellohowareyou)’’Igreetwiththe

fakestsmileIhaveevergiven

Him‘’wearewellthankyou’’

Vusi‘’Ineverthoughtyouwouldreallycomeseeher’’

Me‘’IpromisedIwould’’IsayandIwishInevergavemyword

Vusi‘’Iappreciatethisreally’’Iwalkfurtherinandsitdownon

thevacantchair

Him‘’DaliVuka,Sizaisheretoseeyou’’hesaysshakinghera

bit’’

Her‘’didyousaySiza’’

Vusi‘’yesma,sheishere’’heheadturnstillhereyesfindme

Her‘’ohSizakele,thankyouforcoming’’



Me‘’howareyou’’

Her‘’nowthatyouarehereIamwell’’

Me‘’ohIsee’’

Her‘’ngicelaungiqoleleSizakele(pleaseforgiveme)Ihaveso

manybadthingstoyoubutoutof

everythingIamsorryfortakingawayonepersonwhomeant

thewholeworldtoyou,Iamawomanand

Ishouldhavebeenyourhelper,Ishouldhavehelpedraising

Phephesothatyouwenttoschool,butI

wasvileanditcostmemygrandchild.Ihavedonesomanybad

thingstoyouIwishIhadthestrengthto

askforforgivenessforeachofmypasttransgressions’’shesays

andItearsstreamdownuncontrollably

Me‘’IwontlieDali,noonehaseverhurtmethewaythatyou

didnotevenDlaminimyfather.Youtook

awaytheonepersonthatmeantmoretome’’shestretchedout

herhandtomeandIsighandtakeit

Her‘’Iwillneverforgivemyselfforthat.Iwishandpraythatin

mynextlifeIwillbeamuchbetter

person,allIaskisyourforgiveness’’

Me‘’itsokayDali,Iforgiveyou’’



Her‘’reallyyoudo’’

Me‘’yesIdoforgiveyouDaliImeanit,notonlyforyoubutfor

myselftoo’’Isayandshecries

Her‘’Thankyousomuch’’shesays

Me‘’thankmebybeingbetterokay’’shechuckles

Her‘’IamalreadybetterSiza,andthatbabywillbeblessedto

haveyouasamother,yourlifeisgoingto

bebeautifulSiza,fewmorebumpsthatwillknockyoudownbut

youwillriseagainlikeyoudidbefore,

whenithappensrememberthatyouarestrongerthanyou

thinkGodhasblessedyoumorethatyoucan

imagine’’shesaidwithasmile

Me‘’ThankyouDali’’

Her‘’no,thankyouSizaforhelpingmypathopen.SonIlove

youandthankyouforgivingmethebast

lastdays.KhumaloIdisrespectedyouforalongtimeandyou

forgaveme,youarestillyoungatheartI

wantyoutofeelfreetoremarryandbehappy.Youareall

blessed’’shesaysandcloseshereyesthe

machinestartedbeepingnotdetectinganyrhythm,OhmyGod.

Dali



Vusi‘’mama,Dali,Vuka’’

Him‘’nursenursenurse’’Mr.Khumaloscreamedbythedoor

Vusi‘’Sizawhatisgoingonplease’’Ihadmyhandsonmy

mouth.Thenursequicklygetsinandstopsas

sheseeswhatishappening,sheswitchesoffthemachine

Vusi‘’whatareyoudoinghelpherplease’’

Nurse‘’IamsorrysirbutyourmothersighedaDNR’’ohmy

GodIsaidundermybreath

Vusi‘’Sizawhatisthat’’Isigh

Me‘’itmeansDoNotResuscitate,Dalididn’twantthemtotry

tosaveherlife,shesigneddocuments

thatsaidthemedicalteamshouldletherdie’’Irespondandsee

tearsforminginhiseyes

Vusi‘’nonono,Icantgothroughthisagain’’hesaysandIfeel

hispain

Me‘’IamsosorryVusi’’Isaygivinghimahug

Vusi‘’IhavedonealotofbadbutIdon’tdeservethisSiza’’

Me‘’Iamreallysorry,heweepsinmyarms,theDrwalksinand

inspectsDaliandwritesonthefile

Dr‘’timeofdeath15:37’’forthefirsttimeIheardbaba



KhumalocrybythecornerVusiquicklyletsgoof

meandgoestocomforthisfather’’thisisheartbreaking.Poor

Vusihejustburiedhissonandtheloveofhislifenowhis

mother
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Yesshewasamonstertomebutherdeathwasstillnotniceto

witness,seeingVusilikethatreallyhurt

me,Ievenfeellikeit’smyfaultthatshedied,cozimmediately

afterIsaidIforgivehershegaveuseach

herlastwordsthendied,ifIdidn’tcomeIwouldhavelether

haveafewmoredaysofherlife,Vusi

wouldn’tbefeelingthiskindofpain.Icouldn’tcontrolmytears

andIknowthatthehormonesare

exaggeratingabit.AfterwhathappenedIjusthadtogetoutof



thatplaceandlikethedrivercouldsee

myneedofgettingtomyhouseurgentlyhedroveabitfaster

thanhedidcominghere.whenIarrived

heywerestillnotbacksoIjustdecidedtositintheloungeand

justtakeinallthathashappened.

Starringintospacetryingtoconvincemyselfthatit’snotmy

faultwasfailingsoIdecidedtogokeep

busyinthekitchenbybaking,it’swhatIdowhenIcan’tcontrol

mythoughtsorwhenIamstressedand

ImustadmitIalwayshelps.Ihavestoppedcryingbutmyeyes

arepuffyleavingtheevidenceobvious.

LivandMolemowalkinandshegoesstraightupstairsandmy

husbandcomestothekitchenandheads

straighttothepantryandcomesbackholdingaglassofcognac

Him‘’itwasjustsohorribleSoft’’

Me‘’whathappened’’Iaskconcerned

Him‘’shedidn’tevenacknowledgeOlivia,shewasburiedinher

ownconfusionandpainthatshedidn’t

seeherowndaughtersittingrightacrossher’’



Me‘’that’ssadhey,butyouknowhowitis,wedon’treactthe

samewaytopain’’

Him‘’Iunderstandthatbutmydaughterishurting,shewas

hopingforadifferentreaction’’

Me‘’let’sgiveherafewdaysmaybeshewillcomearound,I

hopeyouleftouraddress’’

Him‘’IdidSoft’’

Me‘’okaygoodthen’’

Him‘’whyareyoureyespuffy’’heasks

Me‘’todaywasjustso…’’heinterruptsme

Him‘’sorrybabe,IsaidIwillbringOliviasomepainkillersand

water,shehasaheadachefromallthat

crying’’

Me‘’ohokaynoproblemthen’’hejustopenedthefridgeand

tookoutabottleofwaterandheadedup

thestairs.AmIevilforfeelinghurtinaway,ImeanOlivia’slife

justchangedfortheworstandsheneeds

herfatherandIjustwitnessthedeathofawomanwhousedto

abuseandtormentme.goonwiththe

bakingand2hourspasswithouteitherofthemcomingdown,

soIjustfixthemasandwichanddrinks



andtakeitupstairsIknockandMolemoistheonetosaycome

in

Me‘’heyguysImadeyoulunch’’

Liv‘’thanksbabe’’

Him‘’youcanjustplaceitonthedresserSoft’’

Me‘’okay’’Iplacethetraydownandstandbythebed,mois

sittingonthebedandLivhasherheadon

hislap

Him‘’Iwillbedownaftershefallsasleep’’hesaystome,Ihave

neverfeltsodismissedinmylife,itwas

likeIamsomekindofhousehelpwhohasdonewhatshewas

supposedtodoandnowthemaster

wantsmeoutoftheroomsoIdon’teavesdropandgossipthe

next,atthismomentididn’tfeellikethis

manswifeandmotherofhischildorOlivia’sbestfriend,Ijust

feellikeIamanintruderpreyingona

momentnotmeantforme.Ifeelsohurtandneglectedright

nowbutIguesstheyaretheonlypeople

whounderstandeachother’spain.Iwalkoutfeelingsosad,I

rubmytummyandtakeadeepsigh,Ijust

missmyhusbandthat’sall



2dayslater

NEO

Ihavebeeninthebedroomfor2fulldaystryingtowrapmy

headaroundthathashappened,Ican’t

believeImournedthedeathofmydaughterwhileshewasalive

livingoffassomeoneelse,howcould

thatwomandothistome,ithurtanditstillhurts,that

experiencemademefearhavinganotherchildto

apointwhereIrefusedgivingmyhusbandkidsandlikethe

darlingthatheisheunderstoodverywell

whatIwentthoroughandneverpressuredmetogivemekids

andIthinkthat’sbecausehealreadyHad

StevenandNoni.Theeventsofmydaughter’sdeathstillhaunts

meandthesepastfewdaysIfeltmyself

relivethatpainfulmomentandthepainbeingfreshagain.The

bedroomdooropensandhusbandwalks

inandsighs



Him‘’loveyoucan’tcontinuelikethis’’

Me‘’youdon’tunderstandthepain’’

Him‘’yesIdon’tunderstandNeobutyoushouldbehappythat

yourdaughterisaliveandwantsher

mother,yesyouhadmournedherbutnowyouknowthatsome

sickwomantookherbutnowsheis

backtoyou,Iknowhowbrokenthedeathofyourdaughterleft

youbuttheisnoneedtoholdontothat

pain,yourbabyisalive’’hiswordshithome

Me‘’wheredoIevenstartbeinghermom’’

Him‘’thereisnomanualtothiskindofthing,Imeanthis

doesn’thappeneverydaylovesoyouwillstart

atthebeginning,haveaconversationwithher’’

Me‘’Iamscaredbaby’’

Him‘’Neodidyouseehowdevastatedthatgirlwas,shewas

hurtthatyoudidn’tevenacknowledgeher

presence’’

Me‘’Iwashurting’’

Him‘’amdunderstandablysobutknowyuhavetakenthetime



toletallofthissinkin,reachouttoyou

daughter’’

Me‘’youdon’tunderstand’’

Him‘’youarerightIdon’tunderstandwhyyouarewastingtime

gettingtoknowyourdaughter,youare

focusingsomuchonyourpainyoudon’tseetheblessinghere’’

Me‘’don’tjudgemeplease’’

Him‘’IwillneverdothatNeo,Ijustcareaboutyouandyour

happiness,Iknowhowmuchyouhave

beenhurtingalltheseyearsandIwantyoutobuilda

relationshipwithyourdaughter’’

Me‘’whatifshedoesn’twantmeinherlife,whatifsherejects

me’’

Him‘’youaretheonedoingthattohernow,shefeelslikeyou

don’twanther,imaginewhatsheisgoing

throughrightnow,shehasbeenlivingalieallherlifeandwhen

shefindswhoshepartlyisyoudon’t

showherthatyouarehappybutyouletyourselfbeconsumed

byallthispain’’

Me‘’Ican’tdothisalone’’



Him‘’Ineverexpectedyouto,youhavemeyourhusbandthat

lovesyouverymuch’’

Me‘’andIloveyoutoo’’

Him‘’sowillyougotalktoher’’

Me‘’willyoucomewithme’’

Him‘’youdon’tevenhavetoaskmereally’’

Me‘’canwegotomorrow?’’

Him‘’allthetimeyouwantlove,comehere’’hesaysandIgo

intohisarms

Me‘’Iappreciateyou’’

Him‘’forbetterorworseremember’’Ismile

RAZOR

IwalkdownstairsasIhearsomeoneshoutmyname,Ihave

beensleepinginOlivia’sroom,wetalkand

talkforhoursthatwejustpassout,ithasbeen2dayssinceI

sleptnearSiza.speakingofwhichwhy

didn’tshecomegetmeandtellmethatthereissomeone

lookingforme,IreachthefloorandGadafiis



standingbythehallway,Itakeoutmyphoneandit’sjustafter

10amdamnIneversleeptillthistime.

Wemusthavesleptprettylate

Me‘’brother’’

Him‘’heyman,didIdisturbyouhittingit’’Ilaugh

Me‘’nomanGIwassleeping’’

Him‘’youneversleeptillthislate’’

Me‘’OliviaandIsleptprettylateweevenpassedoutinher

room’’

Him‘’youdidn’tsleepinyourmatrimonialbedwithyourwife

Razor’’

Me‘’speakingofmywife,wheredidshedisappearto’’

Him‘’Idon’tknow’’hesaysgivingmeaquestioninglook

Me‘’whatdoyoumeanyoudon’tknow,whoopenedforyou’’

Him‘’Iletmyselfincoznoonewasansweringthedoorandthe

guardssaidyouarehome’’thatwas

weird,Ileavehimthereandrushtoourbedroomtofindmy

wifebutshewasn’tinthere,thebedwas

madeIcheckotherroomsshenormallyusesbutnothing,the



guardstellmethatshewentoutwithher

driveraboutanhourago,whydidn’tshewakemeupthough

Me‘’letmecallhertofindoutwheresheis’’Gshakeshishead.I

dialherandsheanswersafterforever

Her‘’hello’’shesayscoollymakingmenarrowmyeyes

Me‘’heybabe,whereareyou’’

Her‘’IamatVusi’shouse’’Ifeltmyselfboil

Me‘’whatareyoudoingathishousethisearlySizakele’’

Her‘’hismotherdiedMolemosoIamheretoshowmysupport’’

Me‘’whatwhendidthathappenlove’’

Her‘’2daysagoMo’’

Me‘’whydidn’tyoutellmethough’’

Her‘’IhardlyseeyouMo,youdon’tevensleepinourbed

anymoresoIdidn’tgetachancetoseemy

husbandandtellhimthatVusi’smotherdiedimmediatelyafter

Iforgaveher’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’SoftIamsosorrylove’’

Her‘’itsokayMolemo’’shesoundssocooltowardsmeIfeelso

guilty



Me‘’IamsorryjustthatLivneedsmenowmorethanever’’

Her‘’yeah’’shesaysthetoneinhervoicebreaksmyheart

Me‘’Iwillseeyouwhenyougethome,Iloveyou’’Isaybutdon’t

getaresponseback,Ilookatmy

screenandrealizethatshehungupandIclosemyeyescussing

undermybreath

Him‘’whatthefuckisgoingon’’Iexplainthephonecalltohim

andheshakeshishead

Me‘’Idon’tknowwhysheisactinglikethis’’

Him‘’Idon’tmeantosoundinsensitiveman,butItotally

understandherbehavior,Razorsheisyour

wifeandsheispregnant,youhavebeenneglectingherandnot

sleepinginyourbedfordays,shesaw

someonedieandfromwhatyoujustsaidsheprobablyblames

herselfforthedeathcozthewomandied

aftersheforgaveher,sheneededherhusbandandyouwerenot

availableforherandsheisforever

availablewhenyouneedher,Iunderstandthatthiswholething

ishurtingyouandLiv,butthewayyou

arehandlingitiswrong,youcanbethereforyourbabygirland

stillnotneglectyourwife.Inthistwo



dayshaveyouevenaskedherhowthebabyis,orhowthe

pregnancyistreatingher’’Ilookdown

embarrassed,Fuckheisright.

VUSI

IamgoingthroughsomuchpainIdon’tevenknowhowto

controleverythingthatishappeningaround

me,mymotherhadherfaultsandshehashurtsomanypeople

butshewasstillmymotherandher

deathhurtsnomatterwhatshedidinthepastIlovehershe

gavebirthtome.Idon’tknowhowIam

goingtomovepassedthisreallybutadayatatimeIwill

eventuallygetthrougheverything.Uriel’s

parentscameyesterdayandtheysaidtheywillcomeeveryday

untilthedayofthefuneralexceptfor

todaycoztheyhadsomethingtotakecareof.MyfatherandI

willbeleavingforthevillagetomorrow

morning,cozthat’swhenthemorgueofthefuneralhomeIuse

willbeabletotransferhertothetown

nearthevillage,Ihavebeenabletomakepreparationsforthe



funeralandthingswillbetakentothe

villagewithus,thefood,thecowthetombstoneandjust

everythingreally.Sizawalkin

Her‘’bab’Khumalofinallyate’’

Me‘’hehasalwayslikeyouthat’swhyitwasn’tdifficultforhim

tolistentoyou’’

Her‘’yourfatherisagoodmanhey’’

Me‘’IwishIwashalfthemanheis’’

Her‘’youhavethechancetochangeyourways’’

Me‘’IknowandIwilldefinitelychange,Ipromisedyouthat

much’’

Her‘’goodtoknow’’

Me‘’sohowisthebaby’’shesmilesandrubshertummy

Her‘’thisoneisokay,justheavyandalwayshungry’’Ilaugh

Me‘’betweenthispregnancyandPhephe’spregnancywhichone

isanightmare’’

Her‘’definitelythisoneGod,myprincesswasanangel,she

didn’tmakemesick,untilthelastday’’

Me‘’yeahIguessyouhaditeasyhey,butonethingabout



pregnancyIknowforafactisthatitmakes

youglowshame,yourbeautyjustmultiplies’’Isaythiscozit’s

nothingbutthetruthshelaughs

Her‘’ohwellthankyou’’

Me‘’justoutofcuriosityifIkeptmypromiseandbroughtyou

tothecitywhenIfinallymadeitwhere

doyouthinkwewouldberightnow’’shenarrowshereyes

Her‘’GodthatisatoughonereallybutIdon’tknowIwontlie,

whatdoyouthink’’

Me‘’Ithinkwewouldhavebeenmarriedbynow,oursecond

wouldbeabout3yearsandyoucould

havebeenpregnantwillourlast,wellyouwouldbeahousewife

withbusinessessherunsfromhome’’

shelaughs

Her‘’housewifenothankyou’’webothlaughout

Me‘’justathoughthey,butthemedicalworldisblessedandso

isRazor.IwasafoolSiza’’

Her‘’blessedindeed’’shesaysclearingherthroat

Me‘’thankyou’’

Her‘’forwhatnow’’



Me‘’beingafriendthatyouaretome,youhelpedmeoutwhen

mysonandUrieldiednowyouare

hereformeagain’’shesighs

Her‘’it’sokayhey.listenIneedtogo,youknowit’sDecember

andIlikemakingmydrivergohomeearly

tospendtimewithhislovedones’’

Me‘’okaythanksforcoming’’

Her‘’noproblem,drivesafely,andIwillseeyouonFriday,Iwill

comewithSteveorMandla’’

Me‘’okayseeyou’’webothstandandhug,Iholdonlongerand

shemanagestowiggleherselfoughttof

myhold,fuckIshouldn’thave,wearedoingreallywellas

friendsImustnotblowitorreadtoomuch

intoit.Iwalkherouttothecarandtheydriveoff

Noedits

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER137

SIZA



Igethomeafterstartingatthemalltogetmyselfsomefresh

fruitsandcerealforthehouse,Iamaware

thatIranoutofricecrispiestandcocopopsIensurethatIhave

allsortsofcerealinmypantryIhate

havingonethingallthetimeandenduphatingin.getting

insidethehouseIfindMolemointhekitchen

makingsomethingtoeatforhimandLivIassumecozthereare

twoplatesonthecounter,seeinghimI

justsighdeeplyandgreethim

Me‘’hi’’Isayalreadymakingmywaytothepantrytoputthe

thingsIbought

Him‘’heybaby,youlooktired’’hesaysasIwalkbackinthe

room

Me‘’justabit’’

Him‘’canImakeyouoneofthese’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’nopethanksIdon’twantasandwichIwillhavelastnight’s

leftover’s’’

Him‘’okayIwillwarmitupforyou’’



Me‘’don’tsweatitIwilldoit’’Isayandhesighsstoppingwhat

heisdoing

Him‘’Softplease’’

Me‘’whatisthematter’’

Him‘’babyIknowthesepastfewweekshavebeenhecticandI

madeamessofthingsforthesepasttwo

daysbynotsleepinginourbednexttoyoumywife’’

Me‘’ohthat,nahit’sfineheydon’tstressyourselfaboutmeI

amabiggirl’’

Him‘’babypleasedon’ttalklikethis,youarepregnantwithour

firstbabyandIshouldn’tbeneglecting

youlikethis,Iamtrulysorryplease’’

Me‘’likeIsaidMolemoIamabiggirl,Ihavedonethisalone

beforeIcansurelydoitagain’’hecloseshis

eyesasifwhatIamsayinghurtshim,butIdon’tcarecozhehas

beensoconsumedinhisownworldand

forgotmeandmybaby

Him‘’noneverpleaseyouwillnevergothroughthispregnancy

aloneIwillalwaysbehereforyouI

swear’’IrollmyeyesandheattemptstoholdmeIstepback

quicklyandmovetothefridge



Me‘’IamsureLiviswaitingforherfood,don’tmakeherwait’’

Him‘’Iamstilltalkingtomywifeshewillunderstand’’

Me‘’ifyousayso’’IsayputtingtheTupperwarecontainerinthe

microwave

Him‘’canwepleasesitdownandtalk’’

Me‘’whatisitthatyouwanttotalkaboutMo’’

Him‘’aboutusbabyplease’’

Me‘’ohsonowyouwanttotalkyoudon’twanttodismissme

likeIamsometypeofmaidservingyou

inyourfortressnowyouwanttotalktomeafternotgivinga

fuckaboutmefortwoday,meyour

supposedpregnantwife,youdidn’tgiveashitoftaking1

minutetoaskhowyourbabyisdoing’’

Him‘’IrealizehowwrongIwasbaby,justthatthiswholething

caughtmeoffguard’’

Me‘’anditwasnosurprisetomerightbecauseIknewaboutit

allmylife,Ididn’tcatchmeoffguard

becausemylifewasnotgoingtobechangedbyit,Ihavestood

byyouthrougheverythingMolemo

everything,Iheldyourhandthroughallthestorms,andthis

timeyoushutmeoutyoudecidedthatI



wasn’tgoodenoughtohelpyouthroughthis,andthat’sfine,

justdon’ttoywithme,don’tcareone

minuteanddon’tthenext,Iamnotaswitchyoucanjustpress

onandoff.Iunderstandyourpainbut

youdon’tgettohurtandneglectmeMolemo’’heislooking

downembarrassedandhurtbyallIjust

said,helooksupatmeandhiseyesaresparklingobviouslywith

tears

Him‘’youareonepersonIneverwanttohurtinmylifeSoft,I

amsosorrymywifeplease’’Isaynothing

backtohim,Ijusttakemyfoodabottleofwaterandapacket

oflayschipsandexittheroom

RAZOR

Ididn’trealizehowhurtSizaisbymyrecentbehavior,was

tryingtobetheresobadforOliviathatin

theprocessIstartedignoringmywife,thehurtandbetrayalin

hervoiceisoneIwillnotforgetina

hurry,Ifeelsobadfortreatingherlikethis,Ipromisedmyself

thatmywifewillneverbehurtorcry



becauseofme,shegoesalloutofherwaytomakemehappy

andwhatdidIdo.Forthefirsttimesince

wementshewalkedoutonmewhilewewerehavinga

conversation,andIdon’tblameher.Weare

newlywedsandweshouldstillbeenjoyingourhoneymoon

phasebuthereweare,pregnantandnoton

goodterms.

Liv‘’areyoustillmakingingredientsfromscratch’’getvoice

bringsmebackfrommytrainofthoughts

Me‘’ohIamsosorrybabygirl’’shelaughs

Liv‘’letmehelpyougetthosedone,Sizaspoilsyoutoomuch

youevenforgothowtomakeasimple

sandwichcomeondadpullupyoursocksnow’’Igiveheraside

smile

Me‘’yesmam’’Isayinalowvoice,mywife’swordsechoingin

myhead

Liv‘’dadareyouokay’’

Me‘’uhmyeah’’Isaynotsoundingconvincing’’

Liv‘’what’swrongoldmantalktomeit’sobviousthat

somethingisbotheringyou,beforeyoucame



downhereyouwerehappyandinagoodmood’’

Me‘’thatwasbeforeIrealizedhowIhavebeenneglectingmy

wife’’

Liv‘’whywhathappened’’

Me‘’Ihaven’tbeensleepinourmatrimonialbedOliviaIhaven’t

evnspoketoherin2daysoraskhow

thebabyis,Vusi’smomdiedimmediatelyaftersheforgaveher

andsheblamesherselfbutIwasn’t

thereforherstill,Ionlyfounditouttoday,Whatkindof

husbandamILiv’’herhandcovershermouth

Liv‘’ohGodwehavebeenconsumedinourselvessomuchthat

weforgotthatwelivewithherinthis

house,ohdaddyyouneedtotalktoherandaskfor

forgiveness’’

Me‘’Itriedbutshewalkedoutonme’’

Liv‘’Iamsosorrypapa’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’it’snotyourfaultprincess,Ishouldhavebalancedmytime

andcommunicatedwithher’’shewas

abouttorespondwhenSoftwalkedinwheelinghersuitcase,my

heartimmediatelystartedracing

Me‘’Softbabywhat’sgoingonbabywhereareyougoing’’



Her‘’Iamgoingtomymother’sMolemo’’shesaysplacingthe

containerofthefoodshewarmedupin

thesinkandIquicklywalkyouher,Itrytouchingherbutshe

walksbackandfuckithurts

Me‘’babypleasedon’tleavemeIamsorryplease’’

Her‘’Iseeyouhaven’tbeenhearingme,Iamgoingtomy

mothersowecanbothgotothevillagefor

Vusi’smother’sfuneral’’

Me‘’SoftIamsosorryaboutthatpleaseloveIknowIshould

havebeenthereforyouIamsorryI

promisethatwhenyougetbackeverythingwillbebackto

normalIamsorryIwon’tbeabletoattend

witheverythinghappeningIcan’t’’

Her‘’youcan’tleaveOliviaalone,Igetit’’Iclosemyeyes

Liv‘’don’tbesillydaddygowithhersheneedsyou,Iwillbe

okay’’

Her‘’don’tworryaboutitbabe,Iwillbeokay’’shesaystoOlivia

Me‘’babyIamsorry’’

Her‘’stopwiththesorriesMolemo.It’sgettinglateIshouldget

going’’



Me‘’whenareyouleavingforthevillage?’’

Her‘’fridayMo’’

Me‘’butit’sonlyTuesdaybabywhyleavesoearly’’Iam

panicking

Her‘’Ineedashouldertocryon’’shesayswalkingoutonme

again

OLIVIA

Ihaveneverfeltsoguiltyinmylife,myfatherhasbeen

miserablesinceSizawalkedoutthedoor

yesterdayevening,Idon’tblameherforoptingtoleave

honestlyeversinceItoldmydadthetruthhe

hasbeengivingmealltheattention,hewantedtoprovetome

sobadthatnothingwillchangethathe

startedneglectingmybestfriend.Iampartlytoblamebecause

Ishouldn’thaveallowedhimtobabyme

toapointofsleepinginmyroomjusttomakesureIamalright,

Iwasnotevenawareofwhathappened

withVusi’smotherimagineshehadtogothroughthepainof

seeingsomeonediedinfrontofyou



especiallyafterforgivingherandknowingSizashedefinitely

blamesherself,shehasapureheartthat

leavesmeinawe.Myfather’smarriageiscrumblingallbecause

ofthepaincausedbynotbeing

acknowledgedbymymother.Ishouldn’thavesaidanythingcoz

shedoesn’tevenwantme.Iamso

worriedItextedSizahoursagoandshehasn’tgottenbackto

meatleastit’snotabluetick.Myphonebeeps,.It'sher

*sorryforalateresponseIwasn’tfeelingtoogoodinthe

morning,thisbabyjustthrewmyappetiteout

thewindow*shereplies

*Iamsosorrytohearthatbabe,feelinganybetter*Iask

*alotbetterheymymomgavemesomeconcoctionandasked

metosleepIwokeupfeelingbrand

new*shetextsback

*IamgladtohearthatandSizaIamsosorryforwhatis

happeningbetweenyouanddad,ishouldn’t

havedraggedyoubothintomymess*

*pleasedon’tapologiesLiv,youneededyourfatherandIwill

neverbemadatyouforthat.Whathurts



meishowheshutmeoutandneglectedmeheshouldhave

managedhistimeaccordingly*shereplies

*stillIamsorrybaby,heisnotokayatall,heisreallysorry

babe*

*don’tbesorryLiv,letmegoshowerILoveyouOkay’’shesays

avoidingtalkingaboutRazor

*Iloveyoutoo*Irespondandlookatmyfatherwhoputshis

phoneonhisearandhangsuplooking

defeated

Me‘’shesayssheisokay’’

Him‘’youspoketoher?’’hesayslookingatme

Me‘’yeswewerejusttextingnow,shesaysshewassickinthe

morningbutsheisfinenow’’

Him‘’sheisnotansweringmycallsortexts,Ievenwentto

Albertonintheafternoonbutshedidn’t

openthegateforme’’thepaininhisvoice

Me‘’shesaidshesleptaftertakingsomethingmaybeshedidn’t

seeyouatthegate,shewillcall’’

Him‘’wearesupposedtobehappy,Imeanwearenewlyweds

andweareexpectingourchild,but’’he

sighsandIwasabouttorespondwhenthedoorbellringshe



standsuptogoopenandIjustbrowse

throughmyinstagram.

Him‘’princessyouhaveavisitor’’Ilookupandmyheartalmost

stops

Her‘’hibabygirl’’

Me‘’uhmdumelang’’that’swhatImanagetosay

Her‘’canIpleasetalktoyou’’

Me‘’yeahsurepleasetakeasit’’

Her‘’thankyouandMr.Motaungyouhaveaverybeautiful

home’’

Him‘’thankyouIwillpassonthecomplimenttomywife,sheis

responsibleforallofthis’’

Her‘’shehastaste’’dadsmiles

Him‘’shedoes.Letmeleaveyouguystotalk,babygirlIam

goingtoAlbertontotrymyluckagain’’

Me‘’bringherbackhomeplease’’Isayandhenodsleavingthe

room,Ilookatmymotherandtheis

silenceforawhileuntilsheclearsherthroat

Her‘’whenIgavebirthtomybaby,Iwasthehappiestwoman

alive,Ihadjustgottenareasontolive,a



purposeyouknow,mypregnancywasverydifficultandI

managedtorunawayfromaveryabusive

partnerinCapeTown,heusedtobeatmesobadIthoughtI

wasgoingtolosemychild,butthelittle

warriorprincessinmywombwasfightingdayandnighttobe

alive,Igavebirthtoheranditwasthe

mostemotionalmoment,IwashappythatIranbeforehecould

havekilledyouinmystomach.Happy

asIwasitallcamecrushingdownwhenthenursebroughtthe

babycotinmyroomtobreastfeed,Itook

thelittlegirlinmyarmsandtriedtoputmybreastinher

mouthsoshecanfeedbutshedidn’trespond,

Itriedwakingherupbutshedidn’trespond,Iscreamedandthe

nursequicklysawwhatwashappening

shecheckedherpulsebutnothing,shegottheDrandhedid

everythingbutnothing,myhappinesswas

snatchedawayfrommejustlikethat,thepainIfelt,asking

myselfwhyshefoughtinmywombonlyto

giveupafterIhaveheldherinmyarmsafterIfellinlove

deeperwithher,IwasbrokenOlivia,I

mournedmychildforyearstillImetmyhusbandandhehelped



methroughitsowhenyoutoldmethe

news,Icouldn’tbelievemyearsbecauseIsawyoudeadinmy

arms,Isawthemdoalltheycouldbut

nothing,Ineverinamillionyearsthinkthatmydaughterwould

bealive,Iamverysorryfornot

acknowledgingyouthatday,IamreallysorryifIgaveyouthe

impressionthatIdon’twantyouIwasjust

shockedandhepaincamebackfresh’’

Me‘’Iamsorryyouhadtogothroughallthis’’

Her‘’it’sokayLiv,Godknowswhyheallowedthistohappento

us,Iamjustgladthathebroughtyou

backtomeOlivia,IamsorryandIhopeyouwillwanttohavea

relationshipwithme’’tearsstream

downmyfaceandhers.Shewantsmesheisn’trejectingme

Me‘’Iwouldlovethatverymuchmama’’shegaspforairand

lookatmeforawhile

Me‘’IamsorryIdidn’tmeantofreakyououtbycallingyou

mama,Idon’twanttooverwhelmyou

ous’Neo’’shestoodupandmyheartbrokesheisleaving,butno

shecomesandkneelsinfrontofme

Her‘’callmenothingbutmama’’shesayswiththewidestsmile



onmyherface

Me‘’areyousure’’

Her‘’pleasesayitagain’’Iwipemytearandlookatherinthe

eye

Me‘’mama’’Isayandsheburiesheheadinmylapandcries

Her‘’ohmybabygirl’’shesaysholdingontomesotightthat

wecouldn’ttalkbutjustcry

THANDIWE

Mymanisgoingthroughalot,sincethedayhismotherand

Refiloecameherehehasbeenmopping

around,Ihateseeinghimlikethis,hehasbeenthroughalot

andhefoughttogetoutofthatdarkplace

fullofpain,Mbusoisagreatmanandhedoesn’tdeserveall

thathismotherisdoingtome,Iwonder

whatmakesawomantofavoronechildoutofthemall,Idon’t

understandhowawomanthatknows

thepainofgivingbirthwoulddivideherwomblikethat,justcoz

onehasmoremoneythantheothers



butthatisjustpureevil,IpraytoGodthatIneverbecomesuch

amother.Ipourhimadrinkandgetin

thestudy,heisbusycalculatingandwritinginthefile

Me‘’youdeserveabreakyouknow’’hestopsandsighs

Him‘’heybaby,canIpleasehave2morehoursandIwillbeall

yours’’

Me‘’absolutelynotbabe,youhavebeeninhereforhoursnow,

andyoudoiteveryday’’

Him‘’Iknowmylove’’

Me‘’thenstop’’Isayplacingtheglassonthedeskandsitontop

ofhim

Him‘’okayIwillfinishthissomeothertime’’

Me‘’baby’’

Him‘’maDlamini’’

Me‘’don’tgivethemthesatisfaction,don’tallowthemtopull

youbacktowhereyouwere’’hesighs

Him‘’Iamtryingveryhardnottobabe,buttheyjustmakeme

somadThandiweIjusthatewhatmy

motherisdoing’’



Me‘’babyyouaregivingthempoweroveryourlife,wehave

beendoingverywelltilltheycamehere,

pleasebaby’’

Him‘’IamsorryaboutthatmaDlamini’’

Me‘’it’sokaybutIwantyoutodothathandoverceremony,do

itforBandileandSam,ifthisdoesn’t

happenitmightcomplicatetheirlivesbabe’’

Him‘’IwouldbegivingMphathiexactlywhathewants’’

Me‘’it’snotabouthimbabe,it’saboutthekids,heexpectsyou

tofighthimsohecangetinyourlife

andmakeyoufeelsmallbyflashinghismoneyaroundsodon’t

givehimthat,gothroughwiththisand

hewillbesurprisedthatyoujustletitgojustlike,hewillalways

wonderwhyyoudidn’tgivehimafight

hewants,showhimthatyouarethebiggerpersonandwhat

happenedbetweenyoutwoyouwillnever

allowittoaffectinnocentchildren’’

Him‘’ohmaDlamini’’hesaysandhugsme

Me‘’promisemesthandwasam,letitgogivehimhiskids’’he

sighs



Him‘’okayaccompanymetomorrowtomymothersplace’’

Me‘’Iwillbebyyourside’’

Him‘’ngibongaidlozingawebaby(Ithanktheancestorsforyou

baby)’’Iblush

Me‘’youwantmetoturnredangisho’’

Him‘’Iwashopingthatitwillgetmeaquickieonthisdesk’’I

burstoutlaughing

Me‘’Mbusoyazusile(youarenaughty)’’

Him‘’justforyou’’hesaysstandingupwithmeinhisarms

Noedits
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SIZA

WegotbackfromthefuneralandImustadmititwasan

emotionaloneespeciallyforVusi,ithasn’t

beenthatlongsinceheburiedhissonandgirlfriendnowhis



motherIdon’tknowhowheisstillstanding

atthispointifIweretoloseMolemoandourchildIwould

probablyfallintothedeepestpitsofgrieve,

speakingofmyhusbandIhaven’tfoundthewilltotalktohim,

whatMolemodidhurtandIwon’teven

pretendlikeitdidn’t,yeshewasgoingthroughsomuchpain

butheshutmeoutcompletely.Mydriver

finallyreachesAlbertonafterhoursandhoursofdrivingfrom

thevillage,it’sSundayandaveryshortday,Ijustneedsome

sleepandfoodyesalotoffood.wewalkinthehouseandI

throwmyselfonthecouch

Ma‘’haiyouwanttobrakemycouchesSizaphelatheseones

arenotthoseexpensiveonesyouhavein

yourmansion’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamsorrymama’’shesmiles

Ma‘’itsokaybaby,letmegofixyousomethingtoeat,youhave

beencomplainingabouthungerallthe

wayhere’’

Me‘’Ihatefoodsoldontheroad,it’snotfresh’’

Ma‘’youandIbothsisi,whatwouldyouliketohave’’



Me‘’anythingmamathankyou’’shenodsanddisappearsfora

while,shegetsbackandhandsmea

plateandIstartdevouringthecontents,mymotherstandsup

andpeepsthroughthewindowthen

opensthegate

Me‘’whoisthat’’

Ma‘’justeatyourfoodSiza’’shegoestoopenthedoorand

comesbackwithMolemo,Ijustsighand

lookatthem,mypoorbabylookslikehehasn’tsleptindays,I

feelbadbuthehurtmetoo

Him‘’heySoft’’

Me‘’HeyMo’’

Ma‘’takeasitMotaung’’hesitsonthecouchacrossmeandmy

mothertakesthesingecouchandI

knowweareabouttogothroughatrail,andIdidn’teventell

herthatwefought

Him‘’thankyouLungile’’hesaysandbringsbackhiseyestome

Ma‘’Idon’tknowwhatisgoingonwiththebothofyoubut

workthroughit’’

Me‘’mamawhatareyoutalkingaboutmanje’’



Ma‘’youthinkIamblindSiza,youcameheredaysbeforewe

hadtoleaveforthevillage,youwere

moppingaroundthehousetryingtopretendthatyouareokay’’

Ijustlookaway

Ma‘’Iamnotgoingtoaskthatyoutellmewhatisgoing,

becausethatisbetweenthetwoofyou,

husbandandwife,Sizakelegogetyourthingsyouareleaving

withyourhusbandnow’’

Me‘’kodwasis’Lungile’’sheraisedhehandtosilenceme

Ma‘’IamnotyoursisterSizakele,Iamyourmotherandyouare

goingtolistentome.NaweMotaung

thenexttimeshepacksabagandleavesyourhousebecause

youhadamisunderstanding,tellherto

nevercomeback.SizababyItoldyouthatthisisyourhomeand

youwillalwaysbewelcomewhenthis

manstartsmistreatingyou,whenhestartsbeingsomeoneyou

don’tknow,packyourbagsandcome

homebutnotbecauseofstupidhusbandandwifequarrelsthat

canbemendedbyaconversationin

yourmatrimonialbedroom.Listenfromnoweverytimeyou

fightyouwillholdhandsyouhearme,you



willholdhandssothatyoubothcomedownandrememberwhy

youchosetomarryeachotherand

thentalklikecivilizedadults.Iamdonewiththisnonsenseof

yours,gogetyourbagsnow,andleave

withyourhusband,visitmesoonnotwhenyouarerunning

awayfromyourproblems’’Istandupand

gogettherestofmythingsfromthebedroomandMolemo

carriesthemtothecar

MOLEMO

Icouldn’thaveaskedforabettermotherinlaw,shelaiditout

perfectlyandIunderstoodeachand

everywordshesaidandItookittomyheart,Ihavemissedmy

wifesomuch,thelastIspokeorsawher

waswhenshewalkedoutofourhousemadandhurt,nowhere

sheisinthepassengerseatlooking

outsideindeepthoughts,Ijustwanttomakethisright,Iwant

mywifeback,sheneedstoknowthatI

amverysorryforbuildingawallbetweenus,andIfully

understandwhyshedidwhatshedid.Isigh



deeplyandstretchmyhandtohersandholditinmine,weboth

gaspaswefeelourconnection,she

quicklylooksatmeandIher.

Me‘’Iloveyou’’shecloseshereyes

Her‘’Iloveyoutoo’’sherespondsandhearinghersaythat

makeseverythingokay.Idecidenottostart

aconversationinthecar,Idriveasquicklyaspossibleandwe

gettoourhouse,ithasn’tbeenfeeling

likehomeinherabsence.Igetoutofthecarandquicklygo

aroundtoopenforher

Her‘’thankyou’’

Me‘’comeletmegetyouinisde’’

Her‘’mybags’’shesays

Me‘’Iwillcomegetthemlater,letmejusttakeyourhandbag’’I

sayretrievingitfromthebackseat,I

takeherhandagainandwewalkinsideandgostraighttoour

bedroom.Shesitsdownandtakesadeep

breath,Isitnexttoherandtakeherhandsintominelike

Lungilesaid



Me‘’mosadiwaka,IamverysorryforwhatIdidbabyverysorry,

it’sjustthatIwasconsumedinmypain

andIfeltlikeOliviaistheonlyonewhounderstoodwhatIwas

goingthrough’’sheletsatearfall

Her‘’youmademebreakthepromiseImadetoGodonour

weddingdayMolemo,Ivowedtobeyour

solaceintimesofneedbutyouclosedoffonmethatIcouldn’t

fulfillmypromisetoyou’’hearingher

rememberthepromiseshemadetomeonthedaywebecame

onehurtsmoreandIfeelmoreguilty

Me‘’IknowmybabyandIwillforeverbesorryformakingyou

feelthis’’

Her‘’IalsolostachildMolemo,IknowhowdeepitcutsIknow

howitchangeseverything,howyou

think,howyouactevenhowyoubreath,thepainjustchokes

youmakesitsohardtobreath,you

becomesoweakyouaskyourselfhowandwhyithadtohappen

toyou,itdoesn’tgoawayyoujust

learntolivewithit,itmightnotbeexactlythesamebutIknow

whatyouaregoingthrough’’

Me‘’ithurtsSiza,Idon’tevenknowhowtoexplainitreally,my



princessisnotbiologicallymine,and

thentheonethathadmybloodrunninginherveinsdiedandI

don’tknowwheresheisburied’’

Her‘’Iamsosorrybabybelieveme’’

Me‘’Iknowbaby,andIwishItrustedusmoretoknowthatwe

willdothistogether’’

Her‘’IamyourwifeMolemoandIwanttogothrough

everythingwithyoulikeIdidwhenIwasjustyour

girlfriend,everyemotionallthestagesoftherollercoaster,

neverdothistomeagain,nevergo2days

withoutknowinghowIamortalktomeornotsleepwithme’’I

smile

Me‘’IappreciateyouSoft,anditwillneverhappenagain’’

Her‘’thankyou’’Ikissherforehead

Me‘’nomorerunningtoyourmothersplacetooordon’tcome

backtothishouse’’shelaughs

Her‘’youlovedthatparthuh’’shesaysandIsmirk

Me‘’youhavenoidea,buthonestlybabenomorewalkingout’’

Her‘’nomorewalkingout’’Ishowhermypinkie

Me‘’pinkieswear’’shegiggles



Her‘’pinkieswearbaby’’

Me‘’didn’tyoumissme’’

Her‘’IhavebeensohornyGodmylibidocamebacklikefloods,I

amevensowetrightnow’’

Me‘’finallyGodIthoughtIwasgonnadie’’Isayalreadyundoing

thebuttonsofherdress

MBUSO

ThandiwespokesensetomeandIthoughtlongandhardabout

whatshesaid,andIamgoingtodoit,I

amdoingthisforthekidsandtoshameMphathi,hemustknow

thatmylifedoesn’trevolvearound

him,andthesoonerIdothisthefasterhewillbeoutofmylife

cozthewillbenothingtyingustogether

onlythefactthatwewerebornbythesamewoman.Imanaged

tospeakwithBandileandSamand

explainedmydecisionandtheycouldn’tcarelessIthink

Mphathihasmanagedtopoisonthemagainst

meandthatisokayheistheirfatherandIamnot.Finallymy

girlwalksintheroom,shehasbeenchangingoutfitafteroutfit.



Her‘’Iamreadytogo’’

Me‘’wasn’tthisthefirstoutfityoutriedon’’

Her‘’yourpoint’’shesaysandIshakemyhead,Iwillnever

understandwomanreally

Me‘’let’sgetgoingthen’’

Her‘’comeherefirst’’Ismileandmakewaytoherpullingherby

herwaisttome

Me‘’yesmadam’’

Her‘’rememberwhywearedoingthisbaby,don’tengage

unnecessarilywithMphathi,getyourpoint

acrossandfinishokay’’Ismile

Me‘’Igotyoulove’’Isayandshepecksmylipsandthen

removesthelipstickleftonmylips.Wegetinto

thecaranddrivetomymother’splace,hiscarandRefiloe’sare

parkedalreadyandIjustsighandtake

Thandiweandwewalkinside,theyarebusylaughingandit

stopswhenwewalkin,Lwethuwigglesout

ofhermother’sarmsandrunstoThandiwe,andit’ssuchacute

moment



Me‘’heyprincessheymybaby’’shegigglesasItickleher.We

finishgivingherattentionandwetakeour

sits

Ma‘’thankyouforcomingson’’shesay’ssmiling

Me‘’yeahsurenoproblem’’

Ma‘’likeIhadexplainedtoyouthatotherdayyourbrother’’I

cutheroff

Me‘’Irememberma’’

Him‘’don’tcutoffumamalikethatwhilesheisstilltalking,

don’tbringyourdisrespecthere’’

Ma‘’Mphathistopitplease’’heclickshistongue

Me‘’Iwillhandoverthekidstohim,Iwilldothatceremony’’

Him‘’justlikethatyouwon’tevenputupafight’’

Me‘’thereisnothingtofight,theyareyourchildren’’heis

shockedandInoticethatThandiwewasright

Ma‘’thankyouson,thankyousomuch,MphathiandIwill

communicatethedateoftheceremonywith

youokay’’

Me‘’Iwillwaittohearfromyouthen’’

Him‘’andwhilstatit,Refiloetoldmethatyoustillsendmy



childrenmoneyfortheirupkeepcanyou

pleasestopIamtheirfatherandIwilldoit,saveyouhard

earnedpeanutsforyourdaughterIgotmine

covered’’

Ma‘’Mphathipleasestopthis’’

Me‘’it’sreallytoolatetostarttryingtoreprimandhimmother

butMphathiIhaveheardyouno

problemIwillstopsendingyourchildrenmoney’’

Him‘’Iamhappyweareonthesamepage’’

Me‘’noproblem,babylet’sgetgoing’’

Ma‘’IwashopingthatyouwouldjoinusforSundaylunch’’

Me‘’nothankyou,wehavetogopickupourkids’’

Him‘’youmeananotherman’skids,manyouarepatheticmake

yourownkidsdoesn’titwork?’’

Her‘’Mphathiorwhateveryoucallyourselfyouareasad

humanbeingIpityyou,babylet’sgo’’

OLIVIA



GettingtoknowmymotherisabsolutelyamazingIwon’tlie,

everythingisgoingjustwell,Iknowithas

onlybeenafewdayssinceshetoldmeshewantsmeinherlife,

andIwon’tlieitfeelfuckenamazingto

finallyhaveamotherthatlovesmethismuch,asmuchasthe

pastfewweeksbeingdifficultarelation

withhermadeeverythingokay.Sheaskedmetopleasemove

withthembutIexplainedthatIwouldn’t

wanttoinvadetheirspaceplushurtingmyfatherwasnoton

thetable,Idon’twanthimfeelinglikeIam

nowplayingfamily,IexplainedthatIhaveanapartmentand

sheisfreetovisitasmuchasshewants

andIwillcometoherhousefrequentlytoo,againIamalways

withStevesoIdon’twanttobe

explainingmyselfastowhereIamgoingorwhyIhaven’tbeen

sleepingathomeforaweek.SteveandI

bothaskedmymomandhisdadforameetingcoztheisan

elephantthatneedstobeaddressedinthe

room.Theywalkbackinaftergoingtofixusdrinks,theycome

backwiththejuice



Ma‘’sobabygirlwhatisitthatyoutoowanttotalktous

about’’Iclearmythroat

Me‘’youaremymotherandyourhusbandisStevensfather,

andyouguysaremarried’’

Ma‘’correct’’

Me‘’MamaStevenandIareverymuchinlovewitheachother’’

Ma‘’weareawareofthat’’

Him‘’sopopswewanttoknowthatyouguyswon’tbeasking

ustobreakupnowthatLivisyourstep

daughter’’Stevesaysandhisfatherlooksatmymom

Ma‘’wehaven’treallythoughtaboutitguys’’

Me‘’butit’snotsomethingyouguyswouldaskustodoright’’

thelookateachotheragainasiftheyare

communicatingwiththeireyes

Him‘’mmhhIdon’tthinkwewouldImeaneverythinghappened

beforethetruthwasknown,soit

wouldn’tbefairtoaskyouguystoshoveyourfeelings,the

publicmighthaveanopinionaboutthisbut

itwon’tmattertous’’mymother’shusbandsays

Ma‘’it’snotlikeitsincest’’



Him‘’exactlybaby’’hesupportshiswife

Me‘’ohthankGod’’theybothlaughandStevequicklytakesmy

handandkissesmyknuckles

Ma‘’soareyoutoostayingforSundaylunch’’

Me‘’babyshouldwe’’

Him‘’yeahsurewhynot’’myboyfriendanswers

Ma‘’wellinthatcase,Ididn’tcooksoStevenhelpyourfatherso

youtoocanstartwiththebraai,I

defrostedsomeribs,chopsandwors,Oliviacomehelpmama

makesomesalads’’

Him‘’whatdoyouwanttoeatsoIcanquicklyputitinthe

fridge’’

Ma‘’Iwillhavesomewifebaby,dryred,babygirlwhatareyou

having’’

Me‘’Stevenwhatareyouhaving’’

Him‘’whateveryouarehavingbabe’’

Me‘’wewilljusthavevodkaorgin’’

Him‘’Iwillbejoiningyouguys’’

Ma‘’Iwon’tbehavingwinealonethen,Iamjoiningthesquad’’

welaugh



Him‘’okaythenGinandTonicitis’’

Noedits
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SIZA

ThingsbetweenmymanandIareverywell,wemanagedtotalk

andgobacktobeingonthesamepage

andIamhappyaboutthat,mychildhasbeengrowingdayin

dayout,butIamstickassickaswhenI

foundoutandfoodthatIlovedhavequicklyturnedtodisgust

mesoyoucanimaginemyliferightnow.

OliviacalledearliertomeetatsomeChineseRestaurantandI

justprayIwillbeabletokeepthefood

down.Ifinishtakingashowerandgodownstairsmydiverwas

justwalkingoutIbelievehewentto

retrievethecarkeysfromthedrawer



Me‘’hi,Iamreadytogo’’

Him‘’verywellMrs.Motaung’’Ialwayswonderedwheremy

husbandgothimfromheiswellspoken

God,mycuriositygetsthebetterofme

Me‘’youareverywellspokenhey’’

Him‘’thankyouma’am,Iguessuniversityeducationworkedfor

something’’

Me‘’whatdidyoustudy’hesighs

Him‘’laborlawma’ambutitstoughfindingajob’’

Me‘’ismyhusbandawareofthis’’

Him‘’noMrs.Motaungmycousinworksforhimandhe

recommendedmewhenheaskedhimtofind

youadriver’’InarrowmyeyesandrealizeIfortunateIam

Me‘’doyouhaveanyexperience’’

Him‘’yesIdidmy2yearsinternshipwiththedepartmentof

labor’’

Me‘’mmhhhIsee.PleasedrivemetofourwaystheChinese

restaurant’’

Him‘’okay’’wewalkoutandgetinthecar,Ineedtodiscussthis

Mo,heshouldgivehimsomethingat



thefirmwiththelabordepartment.Thedriveisveryquickinno

timewehavearrived

Me‘’pleasehavethisandgogetyourselfsomethingtoeatwe

aregoingtobeawhileIwillcallyou

whenIamreadytoleave’’

Him‘’thankyouma’am’’

Me‘’pleasejustcallmeSiza’’

Him‘’Iwouldn’tbecomfortablewiththatMrs.Motaung’’he

saysandIjustnod,Idon’twanttomake

himfeeluncomfortable,butheisprobablyjust3yearsolder

thanmeanywayletmemeetthisgirl,I

walkinandtheresheis,Iwalktoherandtheclickingsoundof

myheelsmakeherlookup,shewhistles

Her‘’mysexybabymomma’’shesaysstandingandwesharea

hug

Me‘’heyhun’’

Her‘’youlookfuckingamazing’’

Me‘’thanksyoulove,youlookamazingtoo’’

Her‘’yourgirlfinallyhasamother’’Ismileseeinghowhappy

sheistalkingabouthermom



Me‘’Iamsohappyforyoumybabe,howiseverythinggoing’’

Her‘’honestlyIdon’tthinkIhaveeverbeensofulfilled,mymom

isamazingbutshewantstobabyme

God’’Ilaugh

Me‘’letherbeLiv.Sheneverthoughtshewouldseeherbaby

againsoletherfeelherplease’’

Her‘’Iguessso,bythewaysheaskedmetoinviteyouanddad

overfordinner,youguysokay?’’

Me‘’wearegreatbabe,wonderfuleven,andtellyourmomwe

wouldlovetocome’’

Her‘’greatthen,Ican’twaitforyoutoseehowalikemeandher

lookGodit’sweird’’Igiggle

Me‘’thelasttimeIsawyouthishappywaswhenyoufinally

gaveStevenarealchancenotjustsex’’

Her‘’Iknowright,mylifeisamazingIcan’tevenbelievethisis

me,Ihavethemostlovingboyfriend,a

bestfriendwhoisabouttogivebirthtomysibling,afatherso

greatandamotherwholookslikeme’’

NEO



Havingmydaughterbackisablessing,Ineverthoughtina

millionaireIwouldbesoblessedtoknow

howwonderfulitistomothersomeone,afterthinkingthatshe

dieditgothardformethatIdidn’teven

wanttotrytohaveanotherchildandluckilymyhusband

understoodwhereIwascomingfrom,his

familyevenassumedthatIambarrenandweagreedtolet

themthinklikethatbecauseifwecleared

theairtheywouldhavewantedtoknowwhywedidn’tmakea

childandIwasnotreadytoopenupto

otherpeoplesoyeah.IhavebeensohappyIswearlifecouldn’t

getanybetter.IamsittingwatchingTV

whenhewalksinwithaglassofwaterandsitsnearme

Him‘’andwhatareyouwatching’’

Me‘’somerealityshow‘’Isay

Him‘’thesethingsarescriptedman’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youalwayssaythatandIalwaystellyounot’’

Him‘’Ibegtodiffer’’

Me‘’leavemeandmyshowbabyplease’’



Him‘’okayokay’’wewatchtheshowinsilenceandIknowhe

keepsrollinghiseyes,afterawhilehe

speaks

Him‘’IjustlovehowhappyyouaresinceOliviacamebackinto

yourlife’’

Me‘’Iambaby,andthankyouforthesupport’’hesmiles

Him‘’Idon’tmeantoruinyourmoodbutIhavetoask’’

Me‘’okayaskawaybaby’’hesighs

Him‘’ifsheasksaboutherfather,areyougonnatellherthe

truth’’Istaysilentforawhiletryingtothink

Me‘’Iprayshedoesn’twanttoknowanythingaboutthat

monster’’

Him‘’butwhatifshedoesNeo,youshouldbeprepared’’Iburry

myfaceinmyhands

Me‘’heisabadmanbaby’’

Him‘’Iknowheis’’

Me‘’Ihavemanagedtohidefromhimalltheseyearsandifhe

couldfindoutthatIamaliveandsois

thebaby,hewillcomplicateeverything’’

Him‘’Iknowthattoomylove,butOliviadoesn’t’’



Me‘’whatwouldyousuggestIdo’’helaysbackonthecouch

Him‘’comecleantoherabouteverything,letherknowthekind

ofmanMoscowis’’

Me‘’Idon’tknow’’

Him‘’ifsheknowsthetruthitwillmakehertounderstandwhy

sheshouldnevereventrytofindhim’’

Me‘’doyouthinkthatthetruthaboutthatmanwillmakeher

wanttostayawayfromhim’’

Him‘’IamamanwithresourcesbutIstilldecidedtostayaway

fromthatmanjustsoyoucouldbesafe’’

Me‘’Iguessyouarerightbaby,soonassheasksabouthimIwill

letherknow’’

Him‘’Isuggestyougetitoveranddonewithsoyoudon’topen

acanofwormswhenyouguysareina

betterplace’’

Me‘’canItakeafewdaystothinkaboutthisplease’’

Him‘’itsokaylove’’

Me‘’Ijusthopeheisdeadwhereverheis’’

Him‘’IhavetheutmostrespectforhumanlifebuthonestlyI

hopeheisdeadtoo,thatmanhas



tormentedpeoplesomuchhedoesn’tdeservetoliveamongst

others’’

Me‘’eventalkingabouthimgivesmethecreepsIcan’tbelieveI

lovedhimatsomepoint’’

Him‘’that’sbecausehepretendedtobeagoodpersonlove,

don’tbeatyourselfaboutitplease’’

Me‘’yeahIguessyouareright’’

Him‘’nowlet’swatchthisscriptedrealityshowofyours’’Ilaugh

andhejustsmirks

THANDIWE

ShoppingwithoutMbusohereisachallenge,GodImisshimfor

pushingthetrolleyonlynotforhis

constantcomplainingaboutmegoingfromstoretostoreIlove

himthoughcozhedoesn’tgiveupon

me,todayhecouldn’tcomewithcozhehasameetingwithone

ofhisprivateclients.Ijustfinished

groceryshoppingandIwenttoclickstogetourtoiletries,I

decidetotakeeverythingtothecarand

comebacktohavesomethingtoeatbeforeheadinghome.



AftergettingeverythinginthebootIclose

andwhenIturnmyheartalmoststops,itsSizwe’sevilmother

shewasjuststandingbehindmelooking

atmelikeshewantstokillmeGodlosatan

Me‘’what’’Isay

Her‘’youhavegrownsomeballsIsee’’

Me‘’what’’Irepeat

Her‘’Iheardthatyounowhaveaboyfriend’’

Me‘’howisthatyourconcern’’

Her‘’itismyconcernbecausemygrandchildrenareconcerned’’

Me‘’Idon’thavetimeforthis’’

Her‘’listenheregirly,youwillreturnmyson’schildrentohim

andhiswifeandcontinuewithyourbroke

boyfriendThandiwe’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whywouldIwanttodothat’’

Her‘’becauseifyoudon’tIwillmakeyourlifealivinghell’’

Me‘’goaheadanddoyourworsthoney’’

Her‘’don’tdaremeThandiweyouknowwhatIamcapableof,I



willdragyouinthemud’’

Me‘’youareapigafterall’’Ipushherasideandgetinmycar,I

won’tlieIknowshemeanseveryword

shesaid,soIdecidetodrivetoclubNationtogoseeSizwe,he

hastoputaleashonthatoldhagIcan’t

befightingwithherbecauseofmyownchildren,childrenI

sharewithhersonnother.Iquicklyparkat

thereservedspotforwhoIdon’tcareIquicklywalkinandmeet

hismanager

Me‘’heyishein?’’

Kat‘’yestheyarebothinsisTee’’Ismileathisandgostraight

tohisofficeandknock,oneofthem

shoutscomein,Igetinsideandtheyareinmatchingoutfits

Her‘’heyThandiwewhatalovelysurprise’’

Me‘’heyhowareyouguys’’

Him‘’allgoodwhataboutyou’’

Me‘’notsogoodSizweaiIdon’tknow’’

Him‘’what’sgoingon,arethekidsgood’’

Me‘’notifyourmotherhasanythingtodowithit’’hesighs

Him‘’whatdidthatwomandonow’’



Me‘’sheisthreateningmeSizweandifitcontinuesIwillgeta

protectionorderagainsther’’

Him‘’youdon’thavetodothat,Iwillgethertobackoff’’

Me‘’whyisshesoadamanttotakemychildrenawayfromme’’

Him‘’shethinksyouwillmarryMbusoandchangethekids

surname’’

Me‘’butIpromisedyouthatIwouldneverdothatandMbuso

wouldn’texpectmetodothateither’’

Him‘’IknowthatmaTha,andIpromisedthatIwillnevertake

thekidsfromyou’’

Her‘’babewereallyneedtotalktoher,wehavean

arrangementandit’sworkingforeveryoneandthe

kidsarehappywithus,sheshouldunderstandtheconceptofco

-parenting’’

Him‘’wewillgotoherhousefromhere,don’tworryabouther

okayshewillnotdoanythingtoyounot

whileIamalive’’

Me‘’thankyouguys,Ishouldgetgoing’’Isayandleave

1WEEKLATER



RAZOR

MywifeandIwereinvitedtotheBodibehome,Olivia’smother

wantedustoallhavedinnertogether

andgettoknowoneanotherforLiv’ssakeandIdidn’tsee

anythingwrongwiththat,Ithinkthiswilldo

everyonegoodandIwillgettoaskquestionsandhaveanswers

thatwillgivemetheclosurethatIneed

IthinkoutofeverythingthathashappenedIamholdingon

moretothepainofmydaughter’sdeath

andnotevenknowingwhereshewasburied,Iwanttoknow

whatshehadnamedhertooanddealwith

thispainsoIcanfocusonthechildSoftwillbareformeina

fewweeks.WegettothehouseandOlivia

istheonetoopenthedoor,shelookssohappyitmakesme

fulfilledasafather

Liv‘’mypeople’’shesaysgivingushugsandhermotherappears

Neo‘’ohMr.Motaungwelcome’’shesaysgivingmeahand

shakethenhugsSoft



Me‘’thankyoufortheinvitation’’

Neo‘’thanksforhonoringit’’

Liv‘’mamathisismybestfriendSizakele’’

Neo‘’ohit’snivetofinallymeetyousweetheart,youarealways

inandoutofmydaughtersmouth’’we

alllaugh

Soft‘’Icouldsaythesameaboutyou’’shelooksatherdaughter

andsmiles

Neo‘’soMr.Motaungisyourwifelateorshewon’tbejoining

us’’

Liv‘’ohGodsorryeveryonemomSizaismyfather’swife’’her

handsmovetohermouth

Neo‘’ohmyGodIamverysorryIdidn’tmeantooffendyouI

amreallysorry’’

Soft‘’nopleasedon’tbeit’snobother’’shesay’scalmlyandNeo

isembarrassed

Neo‘’howcouldyouforgettomentionthat,youspeakabout

everything’’

Liv‘’sorrymom’’

Neo‘’shenormallycallsyouSoftwhenreferringtohisfather’s

wife’’



Soft‘’that’swhatmyhusbandcallsme,butitsokaydon’t

stress’’sheleadsustothediningareaandthe

husbandwelcomesusasStevegivesusourdrinks,wecontinue

chattingaboutgeneralthingsuntilwe

wenttohaveourmealwhichwasamazingbytheway

Neo‘’thankyousomuchforcomingandIwanttothankyoufor

raisingOliviatobethewomansheis

todayIwillforeverbeindebtedtoyou’’Ismile

Me‘’sheismyprincessNeoandnodon’tevenfeellikeyouowe

me,Ilovethisgirl’’

Liv‘’Iloveyoutoodaddy’’

Neo‘’Ireallyappreciateyou’’Ismileather

Me‘’Iwasmeaningtoask,whatdidyounameher?Youknow

thelittlegirl’’

Neo‘’InamedherMasego’’Ismilesuchabeautifulname

Me‘’Iwouldreallylovetoknowwhereshewasburied’’

Neo‘’itisonlyfairMr.Motaung’’

Me‘’ohpleasecallmeMolemo’’shesmiles

Neo‘’luckilyshewasburiedhereinJohannesburg,Iwilltake

youtohergravewheneveryouareready’’



Me‘’Iwillkeepincontactandthankyou’’

Neo‘’Iwillwaittohearfromyou’’Softyawns

Liv‘’someoneistired’’wealllaugh

Soft‘’thischildismakingmesolazyGod’’

Neo‘’butyouaresobeautifulGodpregnancysuitsyou,whenI

waspregnantIhadtheworstpimples

ever,myfacewasroundanddon’tmentionmynoseandboy

theappetite’’

Soft‘’IalreadyeatfortheentireAfrica’’

Me‘’IhavebecomeherpersonalUBEREATS’’everyonelaughs,

andwecontinuetohaveanicebanter.

Noedits
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CHAPTER140

MOLEMO

IcalledNeoandaskedheraboutwheresheburiedMasegoand



shetoldme,Iwentthereandthelittle

tombstonewasjusttherefacingbackatmeIcouldn’thelpbut

justshedatear,mylittleangelshedied

andIdidn’tevengettoseehowshelooked,toholdherandkiss

herlittleface,sheisapartofmeandit

reallyhurts,mydarlingwifewaswithme,hersupportisjust

everythingandtalkingtoheraboutthis

reallyhelpscozsheistheonlypersonIknowwholostachild,

soIknowIamnotspeakingforeignwith

her,Iamjustgratefulthatmywifeispregnantandthisnewlife

willhealallthehurt.Mystudydoor

opensandshewalksineatinganapple

Her‘’amIdisturbingyou’’Ifrown

Me‘’youcanneverdisturbmemylove’’shesmiles

Her‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’hesmiles

Me‘’areyoudone’’

Her‘’yeahIjustfinishedcookingthespinach’’

Me‘’youarejustthebesthey’’heblowsmeakiss

Her‘’babyIwanttoaskyousomething’’Iclosethefileandpat



mythighsignalinghertocomeandsiton

topofmeandshedoes

Me‘’askawayIamallears’’

Her‘’didyouknowthatmydriverisagraduate’’

Me‘’nopeIwasn’tawarelove’’

Her‘’wellheisandhestudiedlabourlaw’’

Me‘’that’sgoodtoknowlove’’

Her‘’Molemo’’shesays

Me‘’whatSoft’’Isayconfused

Her‘’babycan’tyoufindhimsomethingatthefirm’’shesays

Me‘’Softbaby’’Isigh

Her‘’Mopleasebabyhereallyneedsajobimaginegoingto

schoolforallthoseyearsandthennotgeta

job,Icanimaginehowdepressingthatis’’

Me‘’babytherearealotofunemployedgraduateswecan’thelp

allofthem’’

Her‘’Iamnotsayingweshouldhelpallofthembabyjustthis

onepleaseweknowhim’’

Me‘’youandthisheartofyoursGod’’shemadepuppyeyes



Her‘’pleasemydearhusband’’

Me‘’finefineSizakeleGod,Iwilltalktotheguyinchargeof

labourlaw’’

Her‘’thankyou,thankyousomuchlove’’shesayskissingmeall

overmyface

Me‘’IhatethatIcan’tsaynotoyou’’

Her‘’bonusforme’’Ilaugh

Me‘’suchabuse’’shepecksmylips

Her‘’letmeshowyoumyappreciationshesaysstandingupand

removingthefilesandthelaptopuntil

thedeskisclear,shesitsontopandspreadsherlegsandboy

sheisnotwearinganyunderware

Me‘’whatareyoudoingtome’’Isayinalowvoicealreadyhard

ashell

Her‘’Iamavailableforyourpleasuremyhusband,dowithme

asyouplease’’herwordsjustdroveme

moreinsanecozIjuststoodupandkissedherpassionately

Me‘’IwantyouonthisdeskandwhenwearedoneIwantyouin

ourbedfacedownassintheair’’

Her‘’yessir’’shesaysunzippingmyjeans



Me‘’braceyourselfit’sgoingtoberough’’shenodsandbites

herlowerlipleavingmemorehorny

THANDIWE

ThedayoftheceremonywhereMbusohastohandoverthe

childrentoMphathiarrivedandmybaby

askedmetogowithhimtohismothersplace,hedidn’twantto

facethosepeoplealone,hesaidIwill

bewhatkeepshimcalmfromallthebullshithisbrothermight

try,thatmaniscockyashellGod,he

thinksjustbecausehehasmoneyeveryoneshouldbowdownto

him,hemustjustsitdownandrelax.

Theirmotherpracticallyworshipshim,it’sallaboutherprecious

sonandIsweartoherhiswordislaw,I

praytoGodthatInevergettolovemychildrendifferently.I

wassittingbythegardenandMbusowent

togetsomethingtodrink,Iamstartledbyavoice

Him‘’whatdoyouseeinhim’’Iturnandit’sMphathi



Me‘’excuseme’’

Him‘’whatdoyouseeinmybrother,ImeantheguyisjustI

don’tevenhavetherightwordtodescribe

him’’

Me‘’Iseeeverythingthatyouarenot’’helaughs

Him‘’youmeanthatheispoorandIamrich’’

Me‘’it’ssadtoseethatyourmoneyistheonlythingthatmakes

youfeelimportant’’

Him‘’sweetheartmoneymakestheworldgoround’’

Me‘’Iamnotyoursweetheart’’hecomesandsitswhereMbuso

was

Him‘’youareaverybeautifulwomanThandiweyoudeserve

muchmorethanwhatmybrothercan

offeryou’’Ichuckle

Me‘’isthatwhatyousaidtoRefiloebeforefatheringtwoofher

children’’

Him‘’nopenotreally’’

Me‘’youareasadhumanbeing’’

Him‘’listenThandiwe,Iamaveryrichman,Inormallygetwhat

Iwantonewayoranother,thereis



nothingmoneycannotbuy’’

Me‘’itcertainlycannotbuyyoumyman’spersonalityorhislife’’

Him‘’Idon’tevenwantit’’

Me‘’ifthatweretrueyouwouldn’tbegoingaftereverything

thathehas’’

Him‘’hehasnothing’’hesayswithasmirk

Me‘’getlost’’

Him‘’youcanplayhardtogetallyouwantbutbabygirlyouwill

endupbeingmineIswear,youwill

gracemybedandyouwilllovemydickfuckingyou,youwill

spendmymoneyandlivelikeaqueenthat

youare’’Ididn’tevenwaitforhimtofinishIjustslappedhim

hardacrosstheface

Me‘’don’tyoudareyoupieceofshit’’IsayandMbusoappears

Mbuso‘’babywhat’sgoingon’’Idon’tanswerhiminsteadIlook

andMphathirightintheeyes

Me‘’IamnotRefiloeandIneverwillbeweak,andyoumydear

nomatterhowmuchyoutrywillnever

beMbuso,youadmireMbusosomuchthatyouwant

everythingthathehas,wellnotmehoney,see



thismanismorethanenoughformeandnomatterwhatyou

doyouwillneverbehalfthemanheis,

youarecockyandarrogantyouthinktheworldrevolvesaround

you.listenhereleavemeandmine

alone,hehandedyourchildrenovertoyou,butyouwillnever

beasgoodafatherashewastothose

children,socontinuebeingpettyalonejustleaveMbusooutof

itdoyouunderstandme’’

Him‘’youarefeistyIamturnedon’’mymanalmostchargeat

him

Me‘’babydon’tdothat,heisnotworthittrustme’’

Mbuso‘’let’sgetthehelloutofhere,IdidwhatIhadtodoso

let’sgohome’’

Him‘’runlikethepussythatyouare’’

Me‘’fuckyou’’IsayasMbusotakesmyhandandwewalkaway

Him‘’Iwillgetyoubeautiful’’

GADAFI

Idon’tthinkIhaveeverspedlikethisinmylife,Ineededtosee



RazorcozwhatIjustheardshookme,I

amnotsurehowIamgoingtosolvethiswholething,ihavea

wifeandchildnowandIcan’tbereckless,

thislifeIamleadingisnotgoingtodothemanygoodandI

won’tlieIamshitscaredofwhatmight

happenshouldwhatmyboy’stoldmebetrue,Igettohishouse

andpark,Ipressthedoorbellbutno

oneanswersmesoIjustletmyselfin,Igostraighttohisstudy

andheisnotinthere.Igobackandstand

atthestairsandshouthisname,afewminuteshecomesdown

withnotopandshoesjusthisjeans

Him‘’thisbetterbefuckingurgentyoujustdisturbedmywife

andI’’

Me‘’doyouthinkIwouldbehereshoutinglikeabitchifit

wasn’tyoufool,Iwouldalsoratherbeatmy

houseburieddeepinmywifebutwiththiskindofnewsIdon’t

thinkIcanevengetanerection’’

Him‘’ohshit,let’sgotalkinmystudy’’hesaysafterrealizing

thatwhatIcamebearingisheavy,weget

inandheshutsthedoor



Him‘’what’sgoingonG’’Isigh

Me‘’wordonthestreetsaysthattheundergroundcartelwants

tomoveinourterritory’’

Him‘’Gnononoman’’

Me‘’Iknowman,thisisbad’’

Him‘’isyoursourcereliable’’

Me‘’onehundredpercentman’’

Him‘’fuckmanyouaremarriedwithakidnow,youcan’triska

warwiththatmadman’’

Me‘’IknowRazor,that’smyfear,Moscowplaysdirtyandhewill

hurtthemjusttogettome’’

Him‘’youneedtofuckengivehimwhathewants’’Isigh

Me‘’andthenhewillseemeasweak,myrespectoutthedoor’’

Him‘’fuckyouG,thatshouldbelastthingyouthinkabout,

LetlotloadNtombimustbeyourtoppriority,

andyoufuckenknowthathecouldcomeafterminesjusttoget

metoconvinceyou’’

Me‘’Iknowthatman’’Irubmyhead

Him‘’itistimeyoufuckenretiredtoo’’

Me‘’Idon’thaveafuckenchoicenowdoI’’



Him‘’noyoudon’thaveachoice’’

Me‘’Iwillcallanemergencymeetup,Ineedtoletthecartel

know’’

Him‘’stilldon’tknowwhowillsucceedyou’’

Me‘’theseboysarefuckedupRazortheyareallpowerhungry’’

Him‘’whataboutyourboySpin’’

Me‘’hecanbeahotheadbuthewouldmakeagoodleader’’

Him‘’heneedssomeonewhocanbeabletocalmhimdown,he

needstheperfectsecondincommand’’

Me‘’whodoyouthinkwillbesuitable’’

Him‘’myboy,Skhalo’’Inodvigorously

Me‘’perfectcombination’’

Him‘’initiatethemforthepositions’’

Me‘’willdoitafterthemeeting,tomorrownight’’

Him‘’Ineverthoughtwewouldbothbeoutofthecartel,we

usedtoliveforthatshit’’

Me‘’Iwillsurelymissit,butIguessit’stimetomoveon’’

Him‘’definitelyman,wehaveenoughmoneytolastalifetime’’

Me‘’Iwillhavetofindanotherhobby’’helaughs



Him‘’youguyscanhaveanotherbaby’’Ismile

Me‘’Iaskedherforanotherbabyandshesaidin2yearsmaybe’’

Him‘’youwillbeastayathomefatherwhileNtombirunsher

restaurant’’Ilaugh

2MONTHSLATER

SIZA

6monthspregnantandwearedoingreallywell,mybabyis

growingasexpectedandthefathercouldn’t

bemorehappy,Imeanthemantreatsmelikeanegg,Iam

supposetosayouchcozhewillbebymy

sidereadytobemysuperman,andIreallyappreciatethisman,I

can’twaittogivebirthandholdthe

loveofmylife,onethatwillbringmehappinessjustthewaymy

babyPhephedid,Godshewouldhave

madethebestbigsisterever,Godblesshersoul.Schoolstarted

aweekagoandIwon’tlie,pregnancy

andschooldon’tmakethebestcombination,attendinglectures



whenallIwanttodoissleepandeat

andhavesex,IamgratefulforweekendscozIgettolazeabout

butnottodaycozwehaveadoctor’s

appointment.Thereceptionistisdroolingovermyhusband

makingmerollmyeyes.Shesaysthedoctor

isreadyforussowejustwalkin

Dr‘’heyguys’’shesmilessweetlyatusandwegreetherback,

Molemopullsthechairformetositdown

Dr‘’howismypersonIthere’’

Me‘’verywellbutheavy’’shelaughs

Dr‘’wearegettingthereslowlybutsurely,3moremonthsand

youwillhaveyourbodyback’’

Me‘’anditwillbehellosleeplessnights’’welaugh

Dr‘’comeswiththeterritory’’

Me‘’that’stheonlythingIamnotreadyfor’’

Dr‘’sohowareyoumommy’’

Me‘’alliswelljustthatIstillgetsick’’

Dr‘’ohmansorry,comethissidesowecantakealookatthe

littlehuman’’westandandIliedownon



thebedandshesmearsthecoldgelovermybellyandstarts

withtheultrasound

Him‘’lookatthat’’Molemosay’ssoonashisbabyappearson

themonitor

Dr‘’strongheartbeat,everythinglooksgoodinthere’’hetakes

myhandandkissesmyknuckles

Him‘’canweknowthegender’’

Dr‘’yeswecan,letmetakealook’’shesaysandfrowns

Dr‘’thebabyiscrossingit’slegsIcan’tseeproperlybutwith

thelittleIseeIthinkit’sagirl,wewillmake

anappointmentsothatwehavealookagainandbesureof

whatIamsaying’’IlookatMoandwonder

howheisfeeling,Iknowhowmuchhewantedaboy,Iknowhe

saidhewilllovethebabythesameno

matterthegenderbutdeepdownhewouldhavelovedtohave

ason,someonetocarryhisname.The

doctorfinishedupandgivesmesomesupplementsandmedsto

takecareofmynausea

Noedits
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CHAPTER141

RAZOR

Iwillbehonest,IwashopingthatmywifeandIwillbehavinga

boy,theexcitementgotthebetterof

mecozIhadalreadyimaginedhowhewilllooklike,imagined

howhisroomwouldbeblueandthe

housesmellinglikealittlebaby,butthatdoesnotmeanIwill

lovemyprincessanyless,Isawhow

disappointedmywifewaswhenwefoundoutthegenderofour

loveandIcouldtellthatshethoughtI

wasgoingtobesourforher,Iwishwedidn’tdiscussthegender

thinguntilwedidtheultrasound

maybewewouldn’tevenbefeelingthisway,ithasbeenaweek

alreadyandhermoodhasn’timproved

onebit.Idecidedtodosomethingtocheerherup.SoIwentto

geteverythingpinkandwenttothe

emptyroomwewillbeusingasanurseryanddecoratedit,I

evenwentasfarasputtingonapinktutu

skirtontopofmysweatpantsthoughandawhitevestjustlike



howtheydowhentheydresslittlegirls,I

laughatmyreflectiononthemirrorthetiaraonmybaldhead

keepsonfallingbutIsoldieron.Ihear

thecarpullingupinthedrivewayandIpeepandit’shercar,

thedriveropensthedoorandshewalks

outandmakesherwayinside,shewillfindherwayinherecozI

madeatrailusingrosepetals.After

whatseemslikeforeverthedooropensandshewalksinsoon

ashereyeslandonmesheburstsoutlaughing

Her‘’youlooksocutebabe’’shesayswithasmirk

Me‘’thankyoumommy’’sheshakesherheadobviouslyamused

Her‘’what’sgoingon’’

Me‘’Ijustwantedtocheeryouuplove,IknowyouthinkIam

disappointedaboutthegenderofthe

babyandhonestlyIwashopingforasonbutIdoesn’tmeanI

willloveourbabygirlanyless’’

Her‘’Iwasjustprayingthatyougetasonthatwillcarryyour

name,anheirforallthatyouhavebuild’’

Me‘’myheiresseswilltakeoverthelegacyIbuildforthem’’



Her‘’ohbabe’’

Me‘’Idon’twantyoutofeelbadSizaIwantyoutoenjoyevery

momentofcarryingourLoveinsideof

you.Iloveyoutwosomuch’’

Her‘’weloveyoutoodaddy’’Ikissheronthelips

Me‘’plusIwillgetasonit’sjustadelay,wegetagirlwekeep

tryingforaboy’’shelaughs

Her‘’andwhoisgoingtokeeponcarryingthekids’’

Me‘’mywifeofcourse’’

Her‘’poorgirl,herpoorfigureohherpourcoochie’’Iburstout

laughing

Me‘’canwenottouchonhercoochie,youwillmakemyguy

downtheremisbehave’’

Her‘’whatifIwanthimtomisbehave’’

Me‘’areyousayingyouwanttobedidMrs.Motaung’’smile

Her‘’whenhaveInotMr.Motaung’’Ibitemylowerlip

Me‘’canwefirsthavethisfoodanddessertandenjoythis

beautifulfluffyandpinkroom’’

Her‘’itlookscutebytheway,thankyouforreassuringmeloveI

appreciatetheefforts’’



Me‘’weareineverythingtogetherSoft’’

Her‘’beforeIgetemotionalwhatarewehaving’’Ilaugh

Me‘’yourfavoritebabe,ribs,wingsandchips’’

Her‘’whatwouldIbewithoutyouthough’’

Me‘’comeletmefeedyouandourLoveinthere’’

Her‘’ourlovehuh’’

Me‘’inthepurestformSoft,halfmeandhalfyou’’sheblushes

Her‘’ohMoIloveyousomuch’’

OLIVIA

Planningmygraduationhastobethehardestthingever,but

withmymother’shelpIamgettingthere,

obviouslydadwasreadytogivememyunlimitedbudgetbutmy

motheraskedhimtoletherdothisfor

me,andmyfatherunderstoodwhyshewouldwanttodothis

forme.IamstillnotsureifIwantadress

ofapantssomomsuggestedthatIgetbothandwhentheday

comesmymoodwilldecideforme,she



tookmetohertailorbutIhonestlydidn’tfeelherwork,yesshe

canmakeagoodpiececlothingbutnot

reallymystylesoIoptedforthedesignerthatdidtheoutfits

fordadandSiza’swedding,heisamean

designerthatoneIknowhewillgetmelookinglikeIrunthis

bitch.

Me‘’sorrymama’’

Her‘’itsokaylove,whateverthatmakesyouhappymomishere

foryounana’’

Me‘’youcanchoosetherestaurantforthegraduationdinner’’

shelaughs

Her‘’babygirlIamnotbruiseddon’ttrytomakemefeelbetter,

thisisallaboutyouandIamjusthappy

thatIamapartofthis’’Ismile

Me‘’areyousure’’

Her‘’onehundredpercentmylove,Ijustwantyoutobehappy

Olivia’’

Me‘’Iloveyouma’’shetakesmyhands

Her‘’andIloveyoumorethanlifeit’sself’’wehugandthe

designerwalksbackin



Him‘’Ireallycan’tgetoverthefactthatyoutoolookliketwins’’

welaugh

Her‘’sheismylookalikethisone’’

Him‘’amazingjustamazingbythewayhowisSiza’’

Me‘’sheisverypregnantthatone’’

Him‘’girlyourfatherdoesn’tplayhuh’’

Me‘’hedoesn’twasteanytime’’

Him‘’butthegirlhitjackpotthere,thatmanisbeautiful,sexy

andbonusheisloaded,Iwouldn’tknow

whattodowithmyselfifIwasmarriedtohim,ImeanI

wouldn’twanthimgoinganywherewithoutme,

thisworldisfullofvultures’’Igiggle

Me‘’myfatheronlyhaseyesforhiswife,fromtheveryfirst

timehelaidhiseyesonherhedidn’twant

anyoneelse’’

Him‘’youdon’thavetotellmetwice,Isawhowthatlookedat

herontheirweddingday’’

Her‘’theysoundlikeaperfectlovestory’’mymothersays

Me‘’theyareperfectforeachotherIguesscozmyfatherhas

hadsomanywomaninhislifebutSiza



wasmadeforhim,hechangedeverythingforher’’

Him‘’canwestoptalkingaboutthosetwocozwow.Igotthe

twoclothsIwanttouseforyourpants’’

Her‘’ohmywordIlovethegoldone’’

Him‘’metoohoney,andIalreadyhaveanideaofhowtodesign

thetrouser’’

Me‘’youaregettingmeexcited’’hesmiles

Him‘’ifyouarenotinahurryIcansketchsomethingrealquick’’

Me‘’honeyIhaveallthetimeintheworld’’hesmilesandgrabs

hisstuffandstartsdoinghisthingand

bythetimehewasfinishedhoneyIwastaken

Me‘’perfectbabeperfect’’

Him‘’okaythenlet’stakeyourmeasurements’’wegettoitand

oncedonemomandIleavewedecide

tohavelatelunchandaswewerewalkinginthemallamanhis

bodyguardsappearedtheywere

holdinghisshoppingbagsfromexpensiveIwasaboutto

commentwhenmymotherpulledmequickly

inthestorewewerenear,Ihaveneverseenhersoscaredshe

wasevenshaking



Me‘’mamaareyouokay’’Iaskpanickingandshecouldn’t

respondbutkeptontakingdeepbreaths,Itry

andgobacktopeepandseewhatshesawbutshepullsme

backveryquicklyIstarttofreakoutmyself

GADAFI

IsteppeddownasthecartelbossaweekagoandIknowthat

it’sthebestdecisionbuthonestlyapartof

mefeelslikeIhavelostsomethingsodeartome,ImeanIhave

beenpartofthisringfromwhenIwas

justateenandovertheyearsIclaimedupthefoodchainandI

livedfortheorganizationassomepoint

ItisapartofwhoIam,Iwashardtrainingsomeoneelsetotake

overmypositionandIjusthopethat

thoseboy’swon’trunthecarteltotheground.IguessallIknew

wasbeingacriminalsomuchthatI

didn’twanttodoanythingelse.Razorwouldaskmetogointo

legitthingswithhimbutIwasnever

interestedIwouldjustchipoutthemoneyandhewilldo

everythingandgivememyshareofthe



profits,youhavetounderstandthatIneverthoughtIwasgoing

togetmarriedorevenhavechildren

butthathaschangedandmywifeanddaughtermean

everythingtomenowandIwilldoeverythingto

protectthem.NtombiwalksinwithLetlotloinherarms,she

looksatmeandsigh

Her‘’Iamsorrybabe’’

Me‘’whatformamageLetlotlo’’

Her‘’ifyoudidn’thaveusyouwouldn’thavesteppeddown’’I

quicklycomposemyself

Me‘’Idon’tregrethavingyouguysinmylife,IamblessedandI

knowthat,youmeantheworldtome

babyandIwillletgoofeverythingjustsoyouanddaughterbe

safe’’

Her‘’IappreciateyousomuchTebogo’’

Me‘’it’smyjobasahusbandandfathertoprotectandprovide

andforaslongasIliveIwilldothat’’

Her‘’sowhatnow’’Isigh

Me‘’IguessIamastayathomedad’’shelaughs



Her‘’youaregoingtoboredoutofyourmind,youneedtodo

something’’

Me‘’let’shaveanotherbabythatwillkeepmebusy’’sheshakes

herhead

Her‘’wesaidintwoyearstime’’

Me‘’fineNtombikayise’’shegaspforairandthedoorbellrings

Her‘’savedbythebell’’Ichuckleandgoopen,it’smyRazor

Me‘’brother’’

Him‘’G,what’sgood’’

Me‘’wearegettingthereman’’hewalksinandwemakeour

waytothegarden

Him‘’howaretheboy’ssettlingin’’

Me‘’sofarsogood,butIamceasingallcontactinaweek’s

time’’

Him‘’didyouexplainthatthecartelcanneverbeinvolvedin

humantrafficking,prostitutionand

terrorism’’

Me‘’ImadeitveryclearbrotherIwillkillthemmyselfiftheytry

that’’

Him‘’Goodthen,sonowwhat’snext’’



Me‘’Idon’thaveafuckenidea’’

Him‘’youhavealwaysbeengoodwiththenumberstry

somethinginthatdepartment’’Ilaugh

Me‘’likewhat’’

Him‘’Idon’tknowwillthinkofsomething’’

Me‘’ormywifecouldgivememillionchildrenandIwillopenmy

owndaycare’’helaughs

Her‘’nothappeningTebogo.HeyMolemo’’shesaysbringingus

drinks

Him‘’heyNtombz’’

Her‘’Iampreparingsomethingtoeatwillbedonesoon’’

Him‘’thankyou’’hesays

Me‘’butnokidsformeyane’’

Her‘’babyfindanotherhobbycozmakingchildrenisn’tgoingto

beone,wesaidintwoyears’’

Me‘’Ihearyou’’Ireallyneedtofindsomethingtodo

MBUSO



Mymotheraskedmetocomeandseehercozshehas

somethingimportanttotalktomeabout,Ijust

wonderwhatshewantswithmeImeancoulditreallybeso

importantthatImustgoandseeher

personally.ItbetterbegoodcozIamcuttingmydaytoseeher,

immediatelyafterthemeetingatworkI

drivetoherhousehopingthathersonisnottherecozifheis

sheshouldjustforgetmecomingin.Iget

thereandluckilyhiscarisnotinthedrivewaysoIjustgetin

andgoinside,thehousehelptellsmeshe

isinthegardenhavinghertea.Imakemywayinthereand

immediatelyassheseesmeshegetsupand

opensherarmssignalingmetocomegiveherahugImentally

rollmyeyesandhugher

Her‘’thankyouforcomingson’’

Me‘’itsokaymother,whatcanIdoforyou’’

Her‘’whysoformalMbuso,whatcanIofferyou’’

Me‘’Iamfinethanksthough’’shesighs

Her‘’tellmeifyouchangeyourmind’’



Me‘’yousaidyouwantedtotalk’’

Her‘’youcan’tevensitwithyourmomwithoutrushing’’

Me‘’Ineedtogobacktowork’’IliecozIdidsaymyassistant

shouldcanceleverythingfortoday,Ijust

wanthertogettothepoint

Her‘’ohIunderstand.FirstlyIwanttosaythankyouforallyou

didforyourbrother’’

Me‘’Ihadtogethimoffmyback’’shesighs

Her‘’evensothankyou.MbusoIknowIwrongedyouinthe

pastbutIwanttoaskforyourforgiveness

son,IshouldhavetoldyouthetruthandIdidn’tthatwasvery

wrongofme’’

Me‘’whydidn’tyoutellmeyouletmemakeafoolofmyself’’

Her‘’Ijustwantedtokeepthepeace’’

Me‘’whendidyoufindoutaboutthis’’shelooksdown

Her‘’afterSamwasborn’’Ichuckle

Me‘’andyettheyhadBandileafterthat,theycontinuedtheir

affairandyouletithappenma,youwere

nottryingtokeepthepeaceyouwereprotectingyoursonand

youcondonedwhattheydidtome’’



Her‘’that’snottrue’’

Me‘’didyouknowthatyourprecioussonmadeapassatmy

girlfriend’’shockonherface

Her‘’areyousureaboutthat’’shesaysbutIcan’thelpbutlaugh

Me‘’areyouforrealmama’’

Her‘’IjustwanttobesureMbuso’’

Me‘’itsokaymamait’sokayreally.Youwillalwaysfightforhim

andtakehissideandIacceptthat,Iam

amannowandIcan’tkeephopingthatyouloveusthesame.I

amdonewithyousalukazi.Iloveyou

becauseyouaremymotherbutyoudon’thavemybest

interestsatheartandyouconstantlydisturbmy

peaceyouandyoursonandIhaveallowedyoutodothatbutit

endshereandnow,IamdonemamaI

amsodone.Fromtodaypleasedon’tcallmedon’tcometomy

houseforgetaboutmeandfocuson

yourson.Iamdonemamaandkeepwell’’Istandupbutshe

holdsmyarm

Her‘’Mbusopleasedon’tsaythat’’

Me‘’youdon’thavetopretendmama’’



Her‘’Iamyourmother’’

Me‘’yesyouarebuteventhatdoesn’tmeanit’sokayforyouto

keephurtingme’’

Her‘’Iloveyou’’

Me‘’Iloveyoutoomamabutit’senoughgoodbye’’Iwalkaway

leavingherweeping
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OLIVIA

Mymotherhasn’tbeenherselfsincethatdayatthemallandI

won’tliesheisfreakingmeout,Iamjust

gladthatherhusbandisoutoftownsoIamstayingwithher

untilhecomesback,Ididn’twanttoask

butithasbeenacoupleofdaysnowsurelysheknowsthatIam

goingtowantanswers.Ijustgotoutof

theshowerandIwanttogomakemyselfsomecereal,whenI



passbytheloungeIseeherinthegarden

bythepoolwithacupofteanexttoher,Idecidetojustgoand

talktoherbeforeImakemyself

somethingtoeat,Ijusthopeshewillopenuptome

Me‘’heyma’’shelooksatmeandsmilesbutitdoesn’treachher

eyes

Her‘’heyhoney’’

Me‘’howareyoufeeling’’

Her‘’Iamokaybaby,whataboutyou’’

Me‘’Iamokayjustworriedaboutyou’’

Her‘’youdon’thavetoworryaboutmenana’’

Me‘’mamawhathappenedthatday’’

Her‘’ohOlivia’’shesayswithtearsforminginhereyes

Me‘’pleasetalktomeplease’’

Her‘’Idon’tknowwheretostart’’

Me‘’fromthebeginningit’salwaysthebestplacetostart’’she

wipesatearwiththebackofherhand

Her‘’ImethimwhenIvisitedCapeTown,hewascharmingand



verysweet,bythetimemyvacationwas

overIhadfalleninlovewithhim,itdidn’ttakemelongcozhe

waseverythingIeverwantedinaman,it

wasn’thardforhimtoconvincemetomovetoCapeandsoI

didIwasinloveandyoungGoditfeltso

good,wewerecrazyabouteachother,hetreatedmelikea

Queenuntilhedidn’tanymore.Itwentfrom

lovetoobsession,Oliviahewouldbeatmeupwhenotherman

lookedatme,Iwasn’tsupposetoeven

talktomanIwasn’tallowedtohavefriends,thatmandidn’t

evenwantmetotalktomyownmother.

YearswentbyandwefoundoutthatIwaspregnantandman

hewassohappy,Ithoughtthatthebaby

willchangehimbutitmadehimmoreobsessedwithme,oneof

theboy’sthatworkedforhimwasfond

ofmehewouldmakesurethatIhaveeverythingIneededhe

wastheonlyfriendIhad,thenhegot

jealousandkilledhim,shothimintheheadinfrontofmeOlivia

fromthenitwashellheaccusedmeof

cheatingwithhisboyandgettingpregnantforhim,hewouldgo

outanddrinkandcomebackfindme



asleephewouldjustroughlytakemeandwouldtellmethisis

howhesleepswithsluts,afterpleasuring

himselfthebeatingswillstart,IwasdoneOliviaIwastiredof

leavinglikethat,soonenightIjusthadto

drughimandwhenhewasknockedout,Iran.Itookaflightto

Mexicoandmadeitbacktothecountry

underafakepassportjusttomakehimthinkIamstillinMexico.

IdecidedtocometoJoburgcozitsone

cityhedidn’tlikebecausetheothercartelwasoperatinghere

sohedidn’twantawar,Iwasjust

shockedtoseehimhereyesterday’’Icouldn’tbelievemyears

thatmanisamonster

Me‘’thatmanwithalotofbodyguardsismyfather?’’

Her‘’heisthemanwhosespermhelpmakeyoubabyyour

fatherisMolemo’’

Me‘’Iamsosorryyouhadtogothroughallthat’’

Her‘’OliviathatmancanneverknowaboutyoubabyIdon’t

wanthimcomplicatingyourlife’’

Me‘’Itotallyunderstandmama’’

Her‘’heisdangeroussoifithappensyourunintohimalone

andheseesyouandaskaboutmeIneed



youtodenyknowingmedoyouunderstand’’

Me‘’wecouldjustaskmyfathertohelpuswithhim’’

Her‘’noOliviathinkofyourbestfriendandherchildthatman

willretaliate’’Isighandburymyfaceinmyhands

RAZOR

GandIgotinvitedtoagentleman’sevening,thiseventhappens

onceinawhile,it’swheretherichand

powerfulmanmeetuptoplaypokerandauctionexpensive

bottlesofalcohol,theproceedingsofthat

nightareusedtohelpcharitiesaroundSouthAfrica,it’saway

richcriminalsgettogivebacktothe

community,eventhoughwearenolongerapartofthecriminal

worldwestillfindthisaworthycourse.

IamnotcomfortablebeingherecozIhaveapregnantwifeat

homeandsheisalone,shemademe

comehereandIwastoldtohavefunandlivealittleimagine.

Thewaitresscomesbackwithourdrinks.

AfterwebothlostR50000wedecidedtojusthavedrinksand

relax.Wewerebythecornerwhena



voicedisturbsourdeepconversation

Him‘’ahhifit’snotthebrothers’’welookupandIwanttoroll

myeyesbutdeceptioninthisgamewe

arenolongerinmeanseverything

Me‘’Moscowman,isthisyou’’Isaystandinguptoshakehis

hand

Him‘’inthefleshRazor’’heresponds

G‘’whoawhatbringsyouupherethoughtJoziwasnotyour

favoriteplace’’

Him‘’itwasn’ttillIsmelledmoney’’welaughandallsitdown,I

don’ttrustthismotherfuckerandthe

onlywaytoknowwhatheisreallyuptoistoplaydumb

Me‘’anewincomestream?’’

Him‘’noman,Ijustwanttheexistingone’’

Me‘’andwhoseterritoryareyouplanningontakingover’’he

sipshisdrinkandlookatme

Him‘’yoursRazor’’Ichuckle

Me‘’ifIhadone’’Isayandcrossmylegs

Him‘’meaning’’thiscockybustardisnotaware



Me‘’mybrotherandIarenolongerpartofthecartel.Weare

bothretired’’

Him‘’ohthatmeansIhavetokillsomeoneforincorrect

information’’

Me‘’byallmeans,hemadeyoucometothebattlegroundwith

falseinformation,thatcouldhave

gottenyoukilled’’henods

Him‘’Iamgladtoknowthatyoustillunderstandtherulesof

thecriminalworld,hetoldmeyoutwoare

nowmarriedItakeitthat’salietoo’’welaugh

G‘’nothatistrueMoscowwearemarried’’

Him‘’wowsoyouretiredbecauseofsomebitcheswhoareonly

aftermoney’’Iignorehisstatement

G‘’familyandlovemadeusretire’’mybrothercorrectshim

Him‘’ohwellIguessyouwillletmeknowwhorunsyourcartel

now’’

Me‘’wearenolongerpartofthecartelsowedon’tknow

anythingaboutit’’Ilie

Him‘’Ihaveaproposalforyouguys’’

G‘’whatkindofproposal’’



Him‘’youarebothassetsandIwouldlovetohaveyouonmy

team,thethreeofuswouldarchiveso

muchmorewecouldmakemoremoney’’

Me‘’wealreadyhavemoneyMoscowandlikewesaidweretired

butthanksfortheoffer’’

Him‘’IwanttomonopolizethewholearmsindustryinSouth

Africajoinmeguys’’

G‘’monopolizetheindustry,Moscowyoucanneverbeableto

meetthedemand’’

Me‘’mybrotherisrightdon’tbegreedy’’helaughs

Him‘’IamacriminalofcourseIamgreedy,takeadayortwo

andthinkaboutmyoffer’’

Me‘’Idoubtwewillchangeourminds’’

Him‘’Iwillcallyou’’hesaysstandingupandleaving

G‘’hewasjusttryingtomakeus’’

Him‘’hefailedheisnotgettinganyinformationoutofus,beef

upsecurityatyourhouse’’

THANDIWE



Mbuso’smotherhasbeenoutsidethegateforhoursnowbut

mymanisnothavinganyofit,likeheis

notevenbotheredaboutherpleaseandcriesImeanthewoman

iscausingunnecessarydramaatthe

gate,buttotellyouthetruthIkindoffeelforherbutshe

doesn’tdeserveMbuso,shehasnevertried

beingamothertohimsosheshouldlivewithherdecision.

WhenshescreamslouderMbusoincreases

thevolume.Ilookathimwithpleadingeyes

Him‘’Iwouldgiveyoueverythingwhenyoulookatmelikethat

maDlaminiyouknowthatbutforgetit’’

Me‘’babyjusthearherout’’

Him‘’Idon’twanttohearanythingmymotherhastosayto

me’’

Me‘’babyplease’’

Him‘’noloveIhavealwaysallowedmymothertodothistome

becauseshewasmymotherbutnowI

knowthatmypeaceisimportantandwhoeverdisturbsithasto

gowhethertheyarefamilyornottheymustgo’’

Me‘’Iunderstandsojusttellherthat’’



Him‘’Ididbabe,Itoldhernottocallmeandnottocomehere’’

Me‘’yourwordsobviouslyfellondeafears’’helaughs

Him‘’obviously’’hesayseatinghispopcorn

Me‘’canItellhertogoandyouwillcallher’’

Him‘’ifyouarecomfortableaboutlyingtoherMaDlaminithen

goaheadbaby’’Ismackhisheadand

walkout.Thewomanisnowsittingonthegrasswhenshesees

meshestandsquickly

Her‘’ohthankGodThandiwe’’

Me‘’helloma,howareyou’’

Her‘’IamnotokayThandiweIwanttotalktomyson’’Isigh

Me‘’hedoesn’twanttotalktoyoumaIamsorry’’

Her‘’hecanjustlistenthen’’

Me‘’IamsorrymamabutMbusoforbidmefromopeningthe

gateforyou’’shecriesharder

Her‘’Ijustwanttoapologize’’

Me‘’Iunderstandma,butpleasegivehimsometimeandonce

hehascooleddownIwilltalktohimand

convincehimtocallyou’’



Her‘’pleasehelpmedothatThandiwe’’

Me‘’Iwillmamadon’tworry’’

Her‘’Iwillwaittohearfromhim’’Inod

Me‘’shouldIcallataxiforyou’’

Her‘’nomydarlingmydriveriswaitingformeoverthere’’she

pointstotherangeroverparkedfurther

fromourhouse

Me‘’okaymamahewillcall’’shenodsthenleavesIsighand

headbackinside

Him‘’didyougetridofher’’

Me‘’Ipromisedthatyouwillcallhersoonasyouhavecalmed

down’’helaughs

Him‘’shewillwaittillkingdomcomethencozthatisn’tgoingto

behappeningmylove’’

Me‘’gocookMbuso’’hesmiles

Him‘’ohkanjeIamcookingtoday’’

Me‘’yesnowgetyoursexyasstothekitchen’’hegetsupand

pecksmylipsbeforedisappearingintothe

kitchen.ItakemyphoneanddialmysisterIhaven’tseenor

spoketoherinawhileIamsuchabadbigsisterGod



3monthslater

SIZA

IhaveneverbeensotiredinmylifeGod,everypartofmybody

isswollen,Iamtheheaviestpregnant

womanIknowandtothinkIamgoingtogothroughthis

processagaininafewyearsjustthrowsmy

moodoffagain.IamsoheavyIcan’tevenlotionmyownfeet,

MolemohastodoitformeandIamso

gratefultohaveapartnerlikehim,ourdaughterisluckytohave

adadlikehim.Iamdueinaweek’s

timeandIcan’twaittofinallyhavemybodyalltomyselfagain.

Itakethelastbiteofmyfoodandhe

collectsmyplateandtakesittothekitchenandcomesback

withaglassofwater

Me‘’thanksbaby,thatwasgreat’’hesmiles

Him‘’Ilearntfromthebest’’heinsistedonlearninghowtocook



sohecanhelpmearound

Me‘’IthinkIamgoingtoliedownabit’’

Him‘’takeashowerfirstthenIwillgiveyouafootandback

rub’’

Me‘’andyouwillbemyhumanpillowallnight?’’helaughs

Him‘’Ihavebeenthatforthepast3monthsbaby’’Imakea

funnyfaceandhekissesmylips.Itryto

standupwhenthissharppainhitlikeamotherfuckerandI

quicklyrecognizedit

Me‘’ahhhhshit’’Iscreamalittle

Him‘’babywhat’swrongareyouokay’’

Me‘’Molemogetthekeysplease’’

Him‘’what’swrongmylove’’heasksagainpanickingandithits

againmakingmesqueezehisarm

Me‘’Molemoyourdaughteriscomingsogetmetothehospital

nowunlessifyouwantmetopushher

outinthishouse’’Iseehimpanicmoreheisnotevensure

wheretostart,heislikeamadman,he

finallygetshissensesbackandhegoestogetthekeys.We

walkoutandheleadsmetomycarsincethe



babybagisinthere,hedriveslikeweareintheF1competition

wegettoHarmonymedicalcenterand

soonastheyseeit’sMolemoandItheyallwanttobetheones

tohelp,theywheelmetothedelivery

room,andMolemotellsthemthatwearehavinganaturalbirth.

TheDrkeepsoncheckingmebutIam

notyetclosesoIjusttakethesecontractionslikeabiggirl,he

isnexttometakingallthenastystaresI

throwathim,hedidthistome.7hourspassandshedecides

thatshewantstocomenow,thedoctor

comesandit’sshowtime.Ipushandpushabout5timesbut

nothing

Dr‘’wearealmostthereIjustneedyoutogivemeonestrong

push’’Inodandsqueezemyhusbands

handandpushhardasecondlateraloudscreamfillstheroom

Dr‘’ohyes,congratulationsit’sabouncingbabyboy’’

Me‘’whataboy’’Isayandtearsarealreadyoutofmyeyes

Him‘’aboy?Wehaveason?ButtheOB/GYNsaidwehavinga

girl’’

Dr‘’ultrasoundsarenotaccuratesir’’theyfinishwithmybaby

andthenursehandshimtomeheisdressedinpinkcozwe



thoughtitwasagirlhelookssupercutethough,Iaminlove

Me‘’ohmyGodbabylookathim’’

Mo‘’heisthemostperfectthingIhaveeverseen’’hesaysand

kissesmyforehead

Me‘’Ican’tbelievewehaveaboybaby’’Isaylookingatthis

perfecthumanbeinginmyarmwhoissucklingonhisownhand,

hisfatherandIjustlaugh

Mo‘’thankyousomuchthankyousomuchMrs.Motaung’’he

saysandIusemyfreehandtowipehistear

Me‘’namehimlove,nameyourson’’hesmiles

Mo‘’MolemoJuniorMotaung,myboywillbearhisfather’s

nameandtheinheritthelegacyIbuilt’’

Me‘’MJIloveitandIloveyou’’

Mo‘’Iloveyouguyssomuchandweneedtogethimclothes

thatarepreferablynotpink’’Ilaughandnod.Theymoveustoa

privatesuitandMolemostartscallingeveryonewithhissonin

hisarms
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MOLEMO

TosayIamhappywouldbeanunderstatementhonestlyIwas

overthesonissueIwasreadyto

embraceandlovemybabygirlbutmanwhenthedoctorsaid

it’saboyIswearmyheartalmost

stopped,Ihaveneverfeltsomuchjoyinmylife,thegift

SizakelegavemeisoneIwillcherishheralways

for.ThiswomanismyribandIknowthisbecausewhenGod

blessesyouwiththerightperson

everythingyoudesirewiththispersonGodblessesyouwithit.

MJ,myboyheisourloveandIamthe

mostobsessedman,whenSoftwenttosleeplastnightafter

feedinghimonemilliontimesIjuststood

therelookingathimlikehewasgoingtogetstolen,Iamhappy

andIwantthewholeworldtoknowit.I

leftthehospitalat6andIwenttoshowerandchangedmy

clothesandalsobroughtachangeofclothes

formywife,onmywaybacktothehospitalIpassedbythemall

andaskedtheshopassistanttohelpme



pickoutafewbabyboyoutfitscozmysonisnotwearingpink

nomore.thetimeIgetbacktothe

hospitalit’sjust9:30am,Iwalkinhersuitandsheisfeedingour

son,IwalktothemandkissMJonthe

foreheadandpeckmywifeonthelips

Her‘’wheredidyoudisappeartobabe’’shesayswithasmileon

herface

Me‘’Iwenttotakeaquickshowerandgetyousomeclothes

thenpassedbythemalltogetMJsome

clothes’’

Her‘’ohbabethanksthat’sveryconsiderateofyou’’

Me‘’howismyboydoing’’

Her‘’heeatsfortheentireAfricathisoneisgoingtosuckme

dry’’Ichuckle

Me‘’hecaneatfortheentireuniverseheismyboyafterall’’

Her‘’ohboyIwilldiebecauseofyourboy’’

Me‘’babythankyousomuchSoft’’sheblushes

Her‘’whatfornowmylove’’

Me‘’forgivingmeasonSizayoumademydreamcometrue’’



Her‘’thankyouformakingmeamotheragain,Ifeelcomplete

Mo,Icouldn’thaveaskedforabetter

husbandwhojustgavemeason’’

Me‘’IloveyouMrs.Motaungneverforgetthat’’

Her‘’andIloveyoubabakaboy’’didyouhearthatya’llbabaka

boy,shefinishedfeedinghimandhe

burpshimthenhandshimtome

Me‘’Motaungwamoletemoletathojana,maanaphofoloereng

haetlashwaepongwehloohoesalee

nyeketsakamahetla.Ngwanamorwaotjhekasethata

sekwankwetlaotjhekawepatisengyalejweke

sebatanamaneetshehlalemoriri’’Ipraisemysonwiththe

Motaungclannames

Her‘’ohwowIdidn’tknowyoucouldpraise’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Ididn’tgrowupinthecityyouknow’’

Her‘’Iknowthatnowbaby,youneedtoteachmetooyou

know’’

Me‘’youcanbarelysayafullsentenceinSesothoandthat’s

wrongyouareaSothobridenomore

EnglishandZuluinmyhouseandSoft’’



Her‘’yessir?’’

Me‘’don’tspeakZuluwithmyson’’shelaughs

Her‘’Iwouldn’tdaretrythatlove’’

Me‘’goodnowcometeachmehowtochangeadiaperand

bathehim’’shegetsoutofbedand

prepareseverythingthenIgetlessonsonhowtocareforMJ

Her‘’that’showyoudoit,alwaysbecarefulofhisnecklove’’

Me‘’heissotinewhenheisnotwrappedup’’wecontinue

bathinghimIdidn’twantthenursesdoingit

SIZA

Myboy,myson,mylove,Godnooneknowsunconditionallove

tilltheybirthachild,thefirsttimeIheld

mysonIfeltarushofemotions,Idon’tevenknowhowto

containmyhappinesslordIamnotevensure

ifIwantto.MolemoJuniorismysecondchanceatmotherhood,

heismyhealingmycompletehealing,

heisnotmydaughters’replacementbutheistheonethat

healedmefromthehurt.IhopePhepheis



lookingdownatherbabybrother,myhusband,guysMoisthe

happiestmanonthisplanetheisso

handsonwithhisson,Iswearmyjobisonlytofeedhim,it’sa

blisstoseeIamjusthappythatGod

blessedhimwithasonhesomuchwanted,Iwouldn’thaveit

anyotherwayIwouldn’twanttodothis

lifethingwithanyotherperson.Iamonmybedlookingathim

tryingtoputhimtosleep,heisnowinblueclotheslookinglike

theprincethatheis.afterafewminuteshisfatherputshimin

thecourtnearme.

Him‘’finallyasleep’’

Me‘’whenareyoutakingushome’’hesmiles

Him‘’tomorrowbabe,Ican’twaitreally’’Ishifttoonesideof

thebedandpatthespacenexttome

Me‘’joinme’’Iseehimblushingandhetakesoffhisshoesand

getsinbedpullingmetohimandIam

onhischestwithourfingersinterlocked

Him‘’Iwanttoorganizeanancestralceremonyforhimto

introducehimtothemsotheycanprotect

himandblesshim’’



Me‘’whenheis3monthsbabe’’henodsandbringshislipsto

mineandwekisspassionatelytillweare

stoppedbymymothers’voice

Ma‘’youjustgavebirthforChristsakeyoucan’tbedoingthis

oryouwillbehavinganotherchildbefore

mygrandsonisevenayearold’’westopandIhidemyfacein

myhusband’sneck

Me‘’itwasjustaninnocentkissmama’’shelaughs

Ma‘’Molemohandsoffuntilyoursonis3months’’myhusband

chokesonhissalivaandGadafilaughs

G‘’welcometolifeafterbirthmylife’’hiswifehitshimonthe

shoulder

Ntombi‘’congratulationsyouguys,Iamsoexcitedyoudon’t

wanttoknow’’shesaysplacingtheflowers

andballoonsandgiftbagsonthetablesintheroom

Me‘’thankyouNtombi,Iamsoexcitedheisjustsoperfect’’

G‘’aboyhuhanheiryouhavealwaysdreamtof,

congratulationsbrotherandSizathankyouforgiving

himsuchabeautifulgift’’hesaysfistbumpinghimthencoming

tomysideandgivesmeahug

Ma‘’ohbantukasemhleyenauBoykagogo’’mymothersays



withMJinherarms

G‘’youdidn’tgiveusanamelastnight’’

Him‘’everyonemeetmysonMolemoJuniorMotaung’’hesays

withsomuchpride

Ma‘’noZuluname?’’

Me‘’kodwamamaheisnotZuluandneitheramIanymore’’she

laughs

Ma‘’okayfairenough,butyoudidwellnaminghimafteryouI

prayhegrowsuptobelikeyouhis

father,amanofintegrityandrespect’’

Him‘’thankyousomuchLungile’’thedoorburstsopenandLiv

walksinwiththebiggestteddybearand

shoppingbags

Liv‘’bigsisterinthehouseya’llwhereismybabybrother’’she

sayswithsomuchexcitementthatshe

justdropsthethingsonthecouchandgoestomymomwho

handsherthebaby

Liv‘’andyoushallbenamedOlmegaMotaung,twiningwith

yourbigsisterrightyesbaby’’wealllaugh

Him‘’inyourdreamsprincess’’myhusbandsays



Liv‘’Ithoughtyouwerewaitingformetocomeandnamehim’’

MoshakeshisheadNo

Me‘’nopehisfathernamedhimafterhimself’’

Liv‘’MJnotbadIlikeit,andcongratulationsguysIamsohappy

yoh’’it’sevidentonherfaceshame

MOSCOW

FucknowthatRazorandGadafiarenolongerthecartelleaders

Iamscrewed,whenIheardthatthey

arenowmarriedandGadafihasakidwhileRazor’swifeis

pregnantIthoughtthiswastheperfecttiming

totakeovertheirterritoryIwasgoingtothreatentheirfamilies

togetwhatIwantandnowIambackto

squareone,practicallycametoJohannesburgfornothingIhate

thiscitysoimaginecominghereand

findingoutthatIwon’tbemakingmoney,theincompetentboy

whogavemetrashinformationgota

bulletthroughhishead.That’showwedealwithsomeonewho

sendsyoutobattlewithgunsthathave

nobulletsIcouldhavebeenkilled,Iamsavageyesbutthat



motherfuckerRazoriscalculatedhisevery

movehemakesisforareason,Iontheotherhandliketoinstill

fear,whentheyfearyoutheyrespect

youandtheybecomeloyal.Oneofmytrustedboyswalksin

Him‘’sureboss’’

Me‘’what’sup’’

Him‘’Buffaloisbackfromthehunt’’

Me‘’tellmehefoundsomething’’Forthepastfucking26yearsI

havebeenlookingforsomeoneand

eachmonthmyboysgivemefeedback

Him‘’hedidn’tfindanythinginMexico’’

Me‘’thefuckisthatevenpossiblehuhwehavebeensearching

forherforyearsnowyearshowcanshe

notbeinMexico,hepassporthasnevertravelledanywhere

else’’Isaybangingthetable

Him‘’that’scozsheisnotinMexico’’

Me‘’andhowthefuckdoyouknowthat’’

Him‘’becausetheITguyyouhiredisfuckenamazingboss,he

managedtocomeupwithasketchofhow



shelooksnowandheusedittosearchtheinternet’’

Me‘’didhefindsomething’’Iaskhopingforsomethingpositive

Him‘’yeahhedid,hedidaphotosearchonsocialmedia

platformsandamatchpoppeduponan

instagramaccountofagirlnamedOlivia_M’’

Me‘’canIseeapictureorsomethingsoIcanconfirmit’sher’’

henodsandhandsmeaprintoutandmy

heartalmoststops

Me‘’stillasbeautifulasthelasttimeGod’’

Him‘’isither?’’heasksandInodrunningmythumbonherface

inthepicture

Me‘’andsheiswithourdaughter,shelookslikeher,mygirls’’

Him‘’finallydamn’’

Me‘’youcansaythatagain,shehasalwaysbeenthemost

beautifulwomanintheworld,Idon’tknow

whyshehadtorun,wecouldhavebeenalovelyfamily,butshe

stolesomanyyearsofmydaughter’s

lifefromme,damnyouNeo’’

Him‘’whatareyougoingtodo’’

Me‘’IwantyoutokeepatailonherwhileIplanamove’’



Him‘’andthegirl’’

Me‘’nojustmywoman’’

Him‘’surethingboss’’hewalksoutandIcontinuetostareat

thepicture.Theyarebothsogrown,Ihave

neverlovedawomantheywayIloveNeo,theywerejustthere

formysexualneedsnothingmore,my

hearthasalwaysbeenforthiswoman,butsheranfrommeand

beforeItakethembacktoCapewith

meIneedtoteachheralesson,shemustnevertrythatagain

whenwegetback.MydaughterIcan’t

believeIfinallyfoundmygirls.Istandandpouraglassof

whiskyandgulpitdown.Ineedtoworkonaplanandfast.

1weeklater

NEO

Imissmyhusbandnowandhewillonlybehomein2days,God

thiswholehouseisemptywithouthim,

andOliviahasn’tbeensleepinghereeverydaycozshehasbeen



soexcitedaboutherlittlebrotherandI

couldn’taskhertostaywithmeinstead.Idon’tevenknowwhat

todowithmyself,Iamusedto

travellingwithmyhusbandsomuchthatwhenIamleftaloneI

don’tknowwhattodo,IhaveOlivianow

Ican’tbeflyinginandoutofthecountrymydaughterneedsme

availableforhereachtimesheneeds

me.IamwatchingmyfavoriterealityshowwhenIhearthedoor

kitchendooropen,Istanduptogo

checkwhoitmightbebutbeforeIcouldgettothehallway,I

seehimapproachingandIamstuckIcan’t

move,tearsalreadystreamingdownmyface,howdidhefind

mehowdidherlocatemehere.

Him‘’ohmylovelookatyou’’Icouldn’tevenrespondbeforeI

knewithewasalreadynearmehishands

wrappingaroundmywaist.Iclosemyeyesfearconsumingmy

wholebody

Him‘’Ihavebeenlookingforyouforsomanyyears,Ican’t

believeIfinallyfoundyou’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwantMoscow’’Ifinallyask



Him‘’Iamheretogetyouandtakeyoubackhomelove’’

Me‘’Iamnotgoinganywherewithyou’’

Him‘’Neodon’tmakemedoanythingcrazy.Youranfromme

babyandmaybeIcanunderstandwhy

youdiditandforgivewewillstartafresh’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’youareamonster’’heshakeshisheadandbringshislips

tomineandpecks

Him‘’justnottoyoubaby’’

Me‘’ifyoulovemethewayyouclaimyoudothenyouwilllet

melivemylifewithoutyou’’

Him‘’youbelongtomebabyyouknowthis,rememberwhenwe

firstmethowcrazyyouwereabout

me,Neoweareperfecttogether’’

Me‘’andyoubecameamonsterMoscow’’

Him‘’Iamsorryaboutthat.Wecanstartover,me,youandour

daughter’’Ifrozeatthementionofmy

daughter,nohecan’tgoanywherenearOliviahecan’t

Me‘’mydaughterdiedfromallthebeatingsyougaveme,she

didn’tmakeitbecauseofyou.Moscow

youkilledmychild’’helaughs



Him‘’don’tdothatsweetheart.IknowaboutOlivia’’Islaphim

hardacrosstheface

Me‘’don’tyoudarementionmydaughter,don’tyoudareeven

goanywherenearherorIwillcutyour

ballsandmakeyoueatthem’’heclosehiseyesandtakesmy

handandmakesmefeelhiserectpenis

Him‘’youjustturnedmeonfuck’’

Me‘’youareasickman’’hisexpressionchangedanditgotdark

Him‘’enoughwiththiscartoon.Iamheretomakeafew

businessmovesandonceIamdoneweare

leavingbacktoCapewithourdaughterorIcouldbuyahouse

heresinceitseeslikeyouloveithere,I

justhopeyoutoldOliviaaboutme.Iamgoingtoletyoustay

hereandIwillvisitonceinawhiletillIget

ahouse’’

Me‘’don’tyoudareyoubastardIammarried’’heheldmyhands

andsqueezed’’

Him‘’don’tfuckwithmeNeo,Iwillfuckyouup.Youbetter

divorcethatmanandmakesurehedoesn’t

touchyouandtrustmeIwillknowifhedidandjustalittle

warningdon’ttryandrunIhaveeyesonyou



andmybeautifulbabygirlandIwouldn’tthinktwicehurting

hertogetyouinline’’hesaysandI

instantlyshakefromfear.Hemoveshishandstomyassand

squeezehardandpullsmetohimandIfeel

hiserection

Him‘’IwouldstayandburymyselfdeepinsideyoubutIam

alreadylatebutnostresswewillhaveour

fun’’hesaysandlet’sgoonceIhearthedoorcloseIsinkdown

andjustcrysopainfully,Ican’tdothisI

can’tgobacktothislifeagain.Mydaughtercan’tlivewiththat

monster,ohGod.

Noedits

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER144

SIZA

Mybabyisofficiallyamontholdandheisjustthesweetest

thingever,hesleepsthroughthenightand



feedsreallywell,buttheboycancrywhenheishungry,Iswear

hecanscreamthiswholehousedown,

healsohatesadampnappy,hepeesoncehewantsthedamn

thingoff,butallinallheisthesweetest

childeverGodandhehashisfather’seyesanddimplesandIam

bracingmyselfforallthegirlsIhaveto

keepaway.HeisnappinginhisnurserysoItookthischanceto

comeandworkoutcozguy’sbabyfat

wasonsteroids.Ihavebeenworkingouteversincewegot

homefromthehospital.Iwasonthe

treadmillwhenthegymdooropensandMowalksinwithMJ.

Him‘’weareverysorrytodisturb’’

Me‘’whendidhewakeuplove’’

Him‘’afewminutesago,Itriedkeepinghimbusybutthis

champjustwantstoeat,healmostateoffhis

tinyhand’’Ilaughandgetoffthemachineandtakeatowelto

wipemysweat

Me‘’ohbabyboylookingathowsweatymommyis,can’tyou

justholdoffasecondsoIcanjustshower

quickly’’



Him‘’pleasehurryandusetheshowerinhere’’Iquicklygetin

theshowerandIamoutwithintwo

minutesIwrapatowelaroundmybodyandwalkoutandMois

tryingtocalmhimdown,Itoldhecries

whenheishungry,Isitdownandhehandshimtome

Me‘’okayokay,mommyissorrybabysosorrymylove,hereyou

go,yes’’Isaygivinghimmybreastto

suck,andhegetsonwithhisbusinesslookingatmestraightin

theeyeandIcan’thelpbutfalldeeperin

lovewiththisperfecthumanbeing

Him‘’Ifeellikeanintrudereachtimeyoutwostareineach

other’seyeslikethat’’

Me‘’issomeonejealous’’helaughs

Him‘’notatall,it’sbeautifultoseemylove’’

Me‘’hehasgrownsomuchGod’’

Him‘’Ican’tbelieveit’sbeenamonthalready’’

Me‘’timeflies,soonhewillbe1andcausinghavocinthe

house’’webothlaugh

Him‘’heneedsasiblingthensohecanbeabigbrother’’

Me‘’don’tletmymomhereyousaythat’’herollshiseyes



Him‘’butbabyyourmother’s3monthsistoomuch,theDrsaid

medicallyitisadvisedthatwedon’t

havesexfor4-6weeksafterbirthtogiveyouruterustimeto

healandavoidinfectingit’’

Me‘’Iheardwhatshesaidlovebutwecouldriskfalling

pregnantsosoon’’

Him‘’loveIwon’tcuminsideyouthen,ifthat’swhatweare

worriedabout’’

Me‘’wearegoingtouseacondomthen’’

Him‘’Iamnotusingthatshitwithyou,wearehusbandandwife

andbesideswehaveneverusedit’’

Me‘’Iamnotriskinganotherbabysosoon’’

Him‘’what’ssobadabouthavinganotherbabythough,it

wouldn’tbesuchabadidearaisingthemallat

once,itwillbelikehavingtwins’’

Me‘’babywherearewerushingto’’

Him‘’nowhereIjustwanttohaveasoccerteamwithyou’’

Me‘’andIwillgiveittoyouIswear,butfornowacondomor

nothing’’hesighs

Him‘’IwillpulloutIswear’’



Me‘’babakaboy’’Isayintotalfrustration

Him‘’pleaselovepleaseImissyou’’Iblush

Me‘’fineMolemofineGod’’hekissesmylipsandtakesasit

nexttome

MOSCOW

WeweresupposedtobebackinCapeTownbynowbuttheisa

lotgoingonthatside,thehawksare

aftermyass,soIdecidedthatIwillstayinthiscitytillmy

contactintheinsidetellsmeexactlywhatthey

wantfromme,Isendmyboystheretocleanupeverythingthat

mightsendusalltojail,thisisexactly

whyIneedtostartoperationsinanewplacetheywillnotthink

thatit’smejustincasethosefuckers

seizemyassetsIwillhaveanewincomestream,myoffshore

accountsareworthalotofmoneybut

whenyouareunderinvestigationthesepeopletraceyourevery

move.Ihavebeenkeepingacloseeye

onbothNeoandOliviaandtheyaregoingonwiththelivesas

perusual,Ihaven’tbeentoseeNeosince



myfirstvisit,Idon’twanttohurthercozIwillbefurious

knowingthatshehasn’tdivorcedthathusband

ofhersandIknowsheisstillsleepingwithhim,theonlywayto

makeherseethatIamresponsibleisto

makemyselfknowntoourbabygirl.MyboysandIfollowedher

tothemallandonefollowedherinside,

theytellmethatsheisdoinghernailsinthesalon,afterawhile

hetellsmesheisalmostdonesoImake

mywayinandshewalksoutofthefancysalonlookingather

manicure,Iwalktohersidetomakesure

thatshebumpsintome

Her‘’ohIamsosorrysir’’

Me‘’itisokayprincess’’shesmilesandattemptstowalkaway

Me‘’youlooklikesomeoneIhavebeenlookingfor’’shenarrows

hereyes

Her‘’ohsorryIhopeyoufindhersoon’’

Me‘’actuallyIjustdid’’

Her‘’ohokay’’

Me‘’hasn’tyourmothertoldyouaboutmeOlivia’’shefrozea



secondthenfakedasmile

Her‘’mymother?’’shetriestoplaydumb

Me‘’yesNeoyourmother’’

Her‘’IamsorrysirbutmymotherisnotNeo,mymother’s

nameisFiona’’Ilaugh

Me‘’soshetaughtyouhowtolieIsee’’shelooksdown

embarrassed

Her‘’Ihonestlydon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout’’

Me‘’littlegirl,Idon’thavetimetobegoingbackandforthyou.

youaremydaughterandIamyour

fatherMoscow,Iknowshetoldyouaboutme’’

Her‘’whatdoyouwant’’shetriestolooktough

Me‘’nowthatismydaughter,comehavelunchwithme’’

Her‘’nothanksIhavethingstodo’’Ilookatherbored

Me‘’thatwasanorderbabygirl’’Iwalkawayandmyboyswill

makesurethatshefollowsbehindme

Wegettoarestaurant.Weareshowntoatablefor2andwe

sit,Iorderandshesaysshedoesn’twant

anythingandnowsheispissingmeoffreally

Me‘’shewillhavethesameasmethankyou’’thewaitersmiles



andwalksaway

Her‘’IsaidIdidn’twantanything’’

Me‘’youlackmannersandIblameyourmother’’sherollsher

Her‘’whatdoyouwantfromme’’

Me‘’Ijustwanttohavearelationshipwithmydaughter’’

Her‘’youwantedtobeatmeoutofmymother’swombcozyou

thoughtIwasn’tyours,sowhynow’’

Me‘’therearetwosidestoeverystoryprincessandIseeyou

chosetolistentoonlyone’’

Her‘’cozthatoneisthetruth’’Ilaughandshakemyhead

Me‘’youarestubbornjustlikeme,someandyouarewewill

gettoknoweachotherandwewillbea

familyprincesscozIamwhereyoubelongbothyouandyour

mother.Nowtellmemoreaboutyourself’’

Her‘’thereisnothingtotell’’thischildistestingmesoIhold

herhandandsqueeze

Me‘’findsomethingandtellyourfathernowprincess’’nowthat

sheisscaredshewillshowrespect

OLIVIA



Ihaveneverbeensoscaredinmylife,thismaniscrazyandhe

isabully,hemademefinishtheentire

mealandIhadtopretendlikeIamenjoyingit.Itoldhimabout

schoolandgraduationsandhewasso

excited,Ihaveneverseensomeonewhoflipsbetweenmoods

likehim,Iseewhymymotherwasscared

outofhermindlikethat,Ihaveseencrazybeforebutthisisthe

kindofcrazy.BeforetellingmethatI

couldgohomehegavemeR50000andsaidIshouldbuy

myselfsomethingniceandwhenwemeet

againIshouldshowhimwhatIbought.Heissickinthehead

andwealthy;trustmethat’sabad

combination.Iwalkedoutofthatandwentstraightformycar;I

didn’tevenwanttobumpintohim

again.Idrovetomymother’shouseandimmediatelyasIparka

smsfromanunknownnumbercomesthrough.

*youdidn’thavetoruntomommyprincess,Iwon’thurtyou.I

justwanttogettoknowmydaughterandhavearelationship

withherthat’sall.Iwillsendyoudetailsofwhenwearehaving



dinner.IloveyouandtellyourmomIlovehertoo*

wherethehelldidthismangetmynumberandhowthehell

didheknowIamhere.Iquicklygetoutofthecarandruninside

lockingthedoor,mymomquicklyappears

Her‘’whoischasingyou’’Ijustcryandlaunchintoherarms

Me‘’mamaIranintohim’’

Her‘’intowhobaby’’

Me‘’Moscowmama,Ibumpedintohimatthemall’’hebody

tensesandshelet’sgoofme

Her‘’didhehurtyou,didthatbastardlayahandonyou’’she

saysinspectingmeforanybruisesIassume,Ishakemyheadno

Me‘’hejustforcedmetohavelunchwithhim,thatmaniscrazy

mama’’

Her‘’Itoldyoutodenymenana’’

Me‘’ItriedmamaIswearIdidbutheknowmealreadyhewas

verysure’’shesighsandwipesmytears

Her‘’Iamsosorry’’

Me‘’it’snotyourfaultmama’’



Her‘’itsurefeelslikeitis’’

Me‘’hhaspeoplewatchingus,heknowsIamherema’’

Her‘’Iknowhedoes,hecamehereweeksago’’

Me‘’whydidn’tyoutellmethis’’

Her‘’Ididn’twanttostressyou’’

Me‘’butstillwecouldhavefoundasolutiontothisman’’

Her‘’IwillcomeupwithsomethingnanaIwillfindawaytoget

ridofmeevenifit’sthelastthingIdoI

willprotectyouIswear’’

Me‘’wecanjustaskhelpfrommyfatherhewillknowwhatto

do’’

Her‘’Oliviano,yourfatherandhiswifejusthadachildand

Moscowiscrazy,hewillgoafterSizaandMJ

justtogetMolemotobackoff’’

Me‘’myfatherissmartIswearhewillknowwhattodo’’

Her‘’andIknowMoscownanahewilltakeawaywhatyour

fatherholdsdearhiswifeandsonjustcoz

yourfatherwantstotakewhathethinksheholdsdear,youand

I’’

Me‘’thenwhatdoyousuggestwedo’’



Her‘’IwillcomeupwithaplanIpromise’’weneedmyfather’s

helpIwishshecouldseethat,Imean

thatcrazymanisbeyonduscombinedreally

Me‘’okay’’

Her‘’comesityouareshaking,Iwillmakeyousugarwaterto

helpyoucalmdown’’

Me‘’thankyoumama’'

LUNGILE

Iwakeupfromthisterribledreamsweatingandpanting,Ilook

aroundandIamstillinmydaughters’

house,Idozedoffonthecouch.Whatcouldthisdreammean?

InthisafternoondreamIsawMotaung

battlingwithablacksnake,Ihaveneverseensuchahugesnake

inmylife,thissnakewastogoandeat

OliviawhohadMJinherarmssolikeagoodfatherhekepton

fightingit,tryingtokeepitawayfromhis

children,butthesnakewastoostrongforhim,hewrestledit

butattheendhelostandinsteadofgoing



forthechildrenitatehiminstead,Sizawaslockedinthecage

theentiretime,screamingandtryingto

breakthesteeljuttohelpherhusbandbutshecouldn’twhen

shesawthesnakeeatingherhusbandher

screamsfilledwithpainwokemeup.Myheartfeelssoheavy;I

needtoprayaboutthis.Shewalksin

smilingandIreturnafakeone

Her‘’finallyawakeIsee’’

Me‘’Idon’tevenknowwhenIdozedoff’’

Her‘’itsokayyouaretiredmama’’

Me‘’whereisMJ’’

Her‘’Ijustputhimtosleep’’Ismile

Me‘’Ihaveneveraskedyouthismntanam’’shenarrowsher

eyes

Her‘’askedmewhatmamami’’

Me‘’howareyoucopingwithmotherhoodandschool’’she

smiles

Her‘’Iwon’tliemamahavingyouandMomakeitalleasy’’

Me‘’Iamhappytobeabletohelpthistime’’



Her‘’youhavealwayshelpedmama,morethanyouwillever

know’’

Me‘’tellmebaby’’

Her‘’yesmylove’’

Me‘’isyourhusbandhavinganyproblemswithhisenemies’’she

frowns

Her‘’nonotthatIknowof,Imeanhesteppeddownfromthe

cartelyearsagomamaandGadafihas

alsosteppeddown,Myhusbandisonlyinvolvedinlegalthings

nowsoIdon’tseewhyhewouldbe

havingproblemswitholdenemies,whydoyouask’’

Me‘’nothingspecificIjustdon’tanyonecomingintoyourlives

andtakingawayyourhappiness’’she

smilesandhugsme

Her‘’ohmom,everythingisfineIswearnothingisgoingto

comeintomyfamilyandcausedisruptions,

inJesusname’’

Me‘’amenandamen’’

Her‘’canyoupleaselookafterMJabitIjustwanttogotype

somethinginMolemo’sstudy’’



Me‘’noproblem’’

Her‘’anddon’tcooktonight,Iaskedhimtobringtakeawayon

hiswaybackhome’’

Me‘’Ididn’tknowhewentbacktowork’’

Her‘’nohejusthadtosignafewdocumentsthat’sall.hesaid

heisnotleavinghissonuntilheis3

months’’

Me‘’heisagoodfatherandhusband’’sheblushes

Her‘’IwishIcouldalsotaketimeoffschoolandstayhomewith

myson’’

Me‘’schoolisnotlikerunningyourownbusinessnana’’

Her‘’Iknowmama’’shesaysandwalksawayleavingme

wonderingwhatmydreamwasallabout.
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RAZOR



Idon’tthinkcouldgetanybetter,havingsuccessfulbusinesses,

healthyandhappychildren,abeautiful

wifewhoIknowwillalwayshavemybackandlovemeno

matterwhat,abrotherwhoselifeisequally

amazing,blessingsjustkeeppouringandpouringIjustprayto

GodthatnothingruinswhatIhave.HereI

amwithGbutmyheadisnothere,Ijustwanttobehome

lookingatmysoneatinghistinyhandand

makingthesecutebabysoundsjustmakingmefallinlovewith

himmore,myhouseholdiscomplete

anditfeelsmorehomely

Him‘’amIBoringyouRazor’’Isnapoutofitandlookathim

Me‘’saywhat?’’Iaskandherollshiseyes

Him‘’manwherethefuckareyouinthattinybrainofyours’’

Me‘’justthinkingaboutmyboy’’hesmiles

Him‘’youarehappyhuh?’’

Me‘’morethanyoucaneverimagineman’’

Him‘’Iknowhowmuchyouhavedreamtofhavingason’’



Me‘’IjustwantedsomeonetocarrymynamesevenwhenIam

gone,Iloveallmychildrenthesame,

evenMercy’’

Him‘’Idon’tdoubtthat,speakingofwhichhowisshe?’’Isigh

Me‘’theprisonwardIpaytolookoutforhertellsmeshewas

involvedinafightlastweekandthey

beatherassup’’

Him‘’Iwashopingprisonwouldchangeher’’

Me‘’exactlybutseemslikesheisstillsnortingcocainesothere

isnohopeanymore’’

Him‘’isshetakingherARVsthough?’’

Me‘’everymorningaccordingtotheward’’hesighs

Him‘’hopefullyshewillrealizethatthisisnotthelifeandgetit

together’’

Me‘’yeahman’’

Him‘’howdoesitfeelnottouchingyourwife’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whosaidmywifeandIarenotsleepingwitheachother’’

Him‘’whatyouhittingitbuttheysaid3months’’

Me‘’Iwasn’twaiting3monthsman,pluswesleepinthesame

bedandit’shardresistingherwhenher



thighisontopofme’’helaughs

Him‘’ya’llaren’tscaredoffallingpregnantagain’’

Me‘’Iwouldlovethatbutsheisscaredsowerelyonmepulling

out’’

Him‘’IwishNtombiwasthatopenminded’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youwerenotconvincingenough,itdidn’teventakeme15

minutes’’

Him‘’ohyeahIdecidedtogointorestaurantbusinesswithmy

wife’’

Me‘’ohyeah,that’ssoundlikeanadventure’’

Him‘’Iknowright.Weevendecidedtobuyavineyardandsell

thewineatourrestaurants’’

Me‘’that’samazingman,sohercateringcompany?’’

Him‘’sheisstillstartingitoncesheisdonewithschool.Ihave

alreadybought2existingrestaurants;we

aregoingtointroducenewthingstotheexistingmenuwhen

theygetusetoitwechangethename’’

Me‘’talktoOliviatohelpyouwithgettingitouttherethrough

hersocialmedia’’

Him‘’greatideaman,Iwillcallher’’



Me‘’Ishouldheadbackman’’

Him‘’youwillonlyleavewhenmywifetellsmethatsheison

herwayfromyourhouse’’Ilaugh

THANDIWE

IhadthelongestmeetingeverandIwassofamishedIcouldn’t

holdofftillIgothome,soIdecidedto

justhavelatelunchandgrabtakeawayForMbusoandthekids.

MycompanyisgrowingveryquicklyI

didn’texpectittoexpandsomuch,Ievenhavecontractswith

municipalitiesnow,Icouldn’thavebeen

soproudofmyself,andthefactthatschoolisflowingmakes

mehappy,3moreyearstogoandIwillbe

graduating.MbusoisjustsoamazingwhenIhavetostudyhe

doesthehousechoresandtakescareof

thekids,Icouldn’thaveaskedforabetterpartner.Ifinishmy

mealanddecidetovideocallmysister

whoanswerandthescreenshowsmynephewwithhishandin

hismouthIjustmelt



Me‘’ohmyGodSizalookathim’’

Her‘’thecutestthingIhaveeverseen’’hepoutshismouthand

hisdimplescomeouttoplay

Me‘’ohmyGodwiththosedimplesgirlsbetterbeready’’she

laughs

Her‘’Ihopeyouarereadyauntytochaseawaythegirls’’

Me‘’readyasIcanbe,Imissyouguys’’

Her‘’wemissyoutoosis’’

Me‘’Iwillcomethroughthisweekendokay’’

Her‘’Iwouldlovethat,Ntombzsayshey’’shemovesthescreen

andNtombiandLetlotlocomeintoview

Me‘’heyguys,ohlookatmyprincessheybaby’’shesmilesand

hidesherface

Ntombi‘’howiseverything’’

Me‘’everythingisokaysiswhataboutyouguys’’

Ntombi‘’IhavesomethingtosharebutIwillletyouguysknow

onSaturday’’

Me‘’okaymylove’’

Her‘’bringmealcohol’’

Me‘’youwantMolemotokillmeforhelpingyoubreastfeedhis



sonalcohol’’shelaughsafacethat

annoysmestandsinfrontofmewithasmirkonhisface

Me‘’guysIneedtogo,seeyouSaturday.Iloveyou’’Isayand

hangup

Him‘’eversobeautiful’’

Me‘’whatdoyouwantdickhead’’hechuckles

Him‘’soyoudothinkaboutmydickhuh’’

Me‘’getoffyourbloodyhighhorseMphathi’’

Him‘’youdon’thavetohatemecozofmybrotheryouknow’’

Me‘’Idon’thateyouIjustdon’tlikeyoubecauseyouarea

shittyhumanbeing’’

Him‘’youwouldlikemeifyougaveusachance’’

Me‘’nothankyou’’Isayandsipmyjuice

Him‘’let’sgoawayforthisweekendandgettoknoweachother,

anyplaceyoulike,Bali,Dubai,Paris

anythingyouwantbabyIwilldoitlet’sjustgoaway’’

Me‘’doyouhearthewordsnothough’’

Him‘’notreallycoznooneeversaysnotome’’

Me‘’wellthereisafirsttimeforeverything’’



Him‘’youdon’thavetofeelbadforpickingmeoverMbuso’’

Me‘’wakeupfromthatdreamman’’

Him‘’IswearIcanmakeyoucum,Iknowhelacksinthat

department’’Istoodupandpouredmyjuice

onhisface

Me‘’likeIsaidyouwillneverbehalfthemanMbusois,even

yourdickprintprovesthat’’

Him‘’it’sjustsleepinghun’’Iwalkawayandturnbacktohim

again

Me‘’ohbythewayyoucantakethemoneyyouflasharound

andgetyourpenisenlarged’’Ileavehim

standingtheretryingtowipeofftheorangejuiceonhisface

OLIVIA

IjustgottomyplacefromstayingwithStevefortheentire

week;mybabyisalwaysanamazingescape,

haven’treallytoldhimoranyoneaboutmyMoscow,mymom

feelslikeifwetellanyoneweareputting

themindanger.Idon’tevenwanttothinkaboutthatmanat



leastnottoday.Itakeaquickshowerand

optforacomfydressandpreparesomejunksoIcouldbingeof

someseries.Afterwatchingfor

15minutesaknockcomesthroughmydoorandIrollmyeyes

Godeish,IdragmyselftothedoorandI

don’trecognizethemanonmydoorstep.

Me‘’canIhelpyou’’

Him‘’grabanythingyouaregoingtoneedforasleepover’’

Me‘’excuseyou’’

Him‘’listenhereIdon’thavethewholeday’’hesayspushingme

asideandwalkingin

Me‘’whothefuckareyouagain’’

Him‘’yourfatherrequestsyourpresence’’

Me‘’myfatherwouldneversendahooligantocomeandharass

me’’

Him‘’thenyouclearlydon’tknowyourfathercheesegirl’’Iroll

myeyes

Me‘’Moscowdamnthatbastardfuck’’

Him‘’youbetterholdyourtongueinfrontofhim.Getyourshit



let’sgo’’IsighandswitchofftheTVI

takemyphone

Me‘’let’sgo’’heshakeshisheadandmovestomyroomand

comesbackwithabag

Him‘’Isaidsleepover’’hesaysandpushesmeoutlockingmy

door,wewalkdownstairsandheopens

theAudiSUVdoor,Igetinandmymotherissited,shejust

pulledmeinforahug

Me‘’mamawhat’sgoingon’’

Ma‘’theysayherequestedourpresence’’

Me‘’whycan’thejustdisappear’’theydriveoffandInoticewe

aregoingtotheNorth,weparkoutside

ahugemansion,theypunchinthecodeanddrivein;theyopen

ourdoorsandwegetout,thegoonthat

gotmeleadsusinside,ifIwasn’tpissedIwouldhave

appreciatedthishousebutno,wegetintoagreat

roomandthehestandsinhisVersacegownandblackbasic

shirtswithawhitevest.Hehasacigar

Him‘’welcomehome.MyQueenandPrincess.Ihopeyoulike

thehouse’’westaysilentforasec

Ma‘’sowhyarewehereMoscow’’



Him‘’IwantedyoutoseethehouseandletOliviachoosea

room’’

Me‘’youwantustomovehere’’Iaskhorrified

Him‘’intimeyes,butmysurfaceisstillhotnow,Ican’thave

youtoointhefiringline,youwilljustvisit’’

Ma‘’whyareyoudoingthis,wehaveourownliveshere’’

Him‘’youtwoaremylifesoyoubelongherewithme’’

Ma‘’youarejustunbelievablereally’’

Him‘’Maria’’heshoutsandanelderlyladyappearsfromthehall

way

Lady‘’yesSir’’

Him‘’thisistheladyofthehouse,madamNeoandthisisour

daughterOlivia’’shesmile

Lady‘’it’snicetomeetyou’’wesmileather,thismanis

delusional

Him‘’wearereadyfordinnerpleasetellthecheftoserveusin

thedinning

Lady‘’okaysir’’shewalksaway

Him‘’thiswayplease’’hewalksandmymotherandIprotest

buthisgooncockshisgunandwestop



beingstubbornandwefollowscaredashell,howarewe

supposetoeatknowingwecouldbeshotany

time.Wegettothedinningandwesitdown,

Him‘’stopbeingstubborn,Isuggestthatyougetonwiththe

programforalloursakes;Iwouldhateto

havetoburyeitherofyoureally.JustknowthatIloveyou

okay’’hesaysandsipsonhisdrink

SIZA

Mymotherhasn’tbeenherselflately,sheisreallyworryingmeI

won’tlie.Itriedfindingoutwhatitis

butshejustbrushesmeofforchangesthesubject.Iwonderif

wedidsomethingtooffendherorwhat

butthistensionisreallyworryingme.Ijustwishshecouldjust

tellmewhatisgoingonsowecanfixit

andgetonwithlife.Ijustgothomefromschoolandmy

husbandcalledandsaidhewentouttothefirm

forafewhourscozoneclientisgivinghisassociatestroubles

cozhewantsMotorepresenthim,sohe

justwenttoputoutthefire.AfterchangingIwenttomyson’s



nurseryandmamaisgivinghimabath

andsingingtohim,thebottlewithmybreastmilkisnearthem.

Shefeelsmypresenceandlooksback

Ma‘’ohheythere,lookboymamaishome,youdon’thaveto

drinkfromthebottlenow’’

Me‘’washecrying?’’

Ma‘’nosisiIjustwantedtofeedhimafterbathingsohecan

havehisnap’’

Me‘’ohokayplusmybreastsarefull’’shegiggles

Ma‘’remindmetoaddbreastpadstothegrocerylist’’

Me‘’okaymamaandpleasegiveittomesoIcangoget

everythingaftermyclassestomorrow’’

Ma‘’noproblem’’shesaysandgivesherattentiontoMJ

Me‘’mamaiseverythingokay?’’

Ma‘’yesnana’’Ikneelinfrontofherandshestopscompletely

andlooksatme

Me‘’IamsorryifmyhusbandandIdidsomethingtooffendyou

mama,Iamverysureitwasn’ton

purpose.YouhelpussomuchIwouldwanttogetyoumad’’she



quicklytakesmyhandsandhelpsme

upandpullsmeclosetoher

Ma‘’youdidnothingtooffendmebaby’’

Me‘’thenwhyhaveyoubeensocoldtowardsme’’shesighs

Ma‘’nanait’snothing’’

Me‘’maMthethwaplease’’sheletsgoanddressesMolemo

Juniorwhofallsasleepimmediately.She

takesasitandIgodownandsitonthefluffycarpetlookingup

ather

Ma‘’Ihadadreamaboutyouandyourfamily’’Iclosemyeyes

andsayashortprayer

Me‘’whatwasitaboutmama’’shenarratesthedreamdetailby

detailandIamleftfeelingcold.Iam

scaredlikeit’sguaranteedthatitwillcometrue

Ma‘’IshouldhavetoldyouearlierIamsorry’’

Me‘’itsokaymamaIunderstand.Sowhatdoyouthinkthe

dreammeans?’’

Ma‘’IwishIknew,butIhavebeenprayingaboutit’’Iburymy

faveinmyhandsandsighdeeply,God

pleasewhateveritispleasedon’tletit,wejusthadourson,I



can’tlosethismanheismylife,ifhediesI

wouldwanttodiewithhimandthatwouldn’tbefaironmyboy

GodpleaseIstillneedhim,hissonstill

needshim,MJwillneedhisfatherGodpleasemakeitgoaway

Me‘’mamaloosingMolemowouldkillme’’

Ma‘’Iknowsisithat’swhyIdidn’twanttotellyou,itscaredme’’

Me‘’Iwouldneversurviveifheleftmewithachildtoraiseon

myown’’

Ma‘’thatdreamwillnevercometopasscozwearegoingtofast

andprayaboutit’’

Me‘’thankyousis’Lungile’’

Ma‘’Iamyourmotherbabyit’sonlymypleasure’’

Noedits.

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER146

OLIVIA



MyfathercalledandaskedmetomeetwithhimforlunchbutI

couldn’triskthatbustardknowingthatI

metwithhimsotheonlywaywastomakehimagreetohaving

lunchathome,IsaidIwillevenorder

somethingonUbereatsandheunderstoodcozIsaidImissmy

littlebrother.IknowthatMoscow’s

goonsareouttherewatchingmeandeverymoveImakesoI

justhadtocallafriendofminefrom

schooltocomepickmeup,whenshegothereIgotintheback

andgotdownsothattheydon’tseeme

leavingwithher,whenshewassurethatnocarwasfollowing

usIgotupandshedroppedmeoffand

saidIshouldcallherwhenIamreadytogobacktomy

apartment.WhenarriveIfinddadwithMJinthelounge

Me‘’ohlookathowcuteyoutwoare’’hesmiles

Him‘’fatherandkidsbondingtime’’Ikissmybrotheronthe

foreheadanddadonthecheek

Me‘’whereisSizaandmam’Lungile’’

Him‘’wellmywifeisatcampussheiswritinglaterontheday,

andmymotherinlawwenttothestores’’



Me‘’daddydutieshuh’’

Him‘’Ienjoyeverymomentoftakingcareofthislittlechamp

really’’

Me‘’IamsohappyGodgrantedyouaminiyou’’hechuckles

Him‘’hedoeslooklikemehuh’’

Me‘’notasmuchasIdothough’’heburstsoutlaughing

Him‘’didyouhearthatMJyoursisterisjealousthatsheisno

longermytwin’’

Me‘’whatever’’Isayandwechuckle.Iwishhewasmyreal

fathersoIdidn’thavetodealwiththat

psychoMoscow.iamlostinmythoughtsforawhile

Him‘’Olivia’’hesaysandIjumpabit

Me‘’yespapa’’

Him‘’what’sgoingonwithyou’’Isighandtrytoactfine

Me‘’nothingIamokayhao’’hegivesmeanintimidatinglook

Him‘’doyouwantmetosqueezeitoutofyou’’Isigh

Me‘’it’snothingIcan’thandle’’

Him‘’evensoIstillwanttoknow’’heputsMJdownandlooks

atmestraightintheeyemakingithard



formetolietohim,tearsforminmyeyesandIcankeepit

fromhimanymoresoIjusttellhim

everythingwithoutevenleavingawordout,bythetimeIam

doneheisshockedashell.Thefuryisnot

lostinhiseyes

Him‘’thatbastard,Itryrunningfromhimfromthecartelnow

heisbackfuck’’

Me‘’pleasehelpusdaddyplease’’

Him‘’MoscowisadangerousmanLiv,heisevenunstableifIgo

afterhimIwillhavetoplanit

thoroughly,IamgoingtotalktoyouruncleGaboutthisthenI

willinformyouontheplan.Inthemean

timeOliviaIamgoingtoneedyoutoplayalongbutIwillbe

keepinganeyeonyourmotherandyou.he

mustnotbesuspiciouscozthatwillmakehimirrationalandhe

willhurtyouguys’’Inodvigorously

Me‘’IhearyoudaddyIwilltellmymother’’

Him‘’fromwhatyoutoldmeaboutyourmother,sheisscared

ofthatmanandimmediatelywhenshe

learnsourplansshewillshowitandMoscowwillact,remember

ifheknowswhatIamdoinghewill



retaliateandcomeafterSizaandMJsoplease’’

Me‘’okayIwon’tbreatheawordofthistoanyoneelse’’

Him‘’fuckitMoscowdamneish’’hesaysandIcanseethatheis

reallyworried

Me‘’Iamsorryforallofthis’’hegivesmeareassuringsqueeze

onmyhand

RAZOR

Olivialefthoursagoandwhatshetoldreallysendcoldchills

downmyspine,IwilladmitthatMoscowis

someoneIhavealwaystriedavoidingcozgoingtowarwithhim

couldonlymeanmydoom,thatman

hasnothingtoloseevenifhehasOliviahewouldkillher

himselfsohisenemiesdon’thaveleverage

overhim,heisthatheartless,sothisisscaringme,Ijusthadmy

sonandnowthis.IknowIshould

protectOliviaandIwillcomeupwithaplanforher.Mypriority

rightnowistogetmywifeandson

awayfromallofthissothathedoesn’tcomefortheminabid

ofgettingmetobackoff.Thestudydoor



opensandshewalksin

Her‘’heybaby’’Igiveherasidesmile

Me‘’Soft,howwasyourpaper’’

Her‘’abitchallengingbutIhaveapassthere’’

Me‘’Iamgladtohearthat’’

Her‘’youlooklikeyouarecarryingalltheproblemsoftheworld

onyourshoulders’’

Me‘’itsurefeelslikeitlove’’

Her‘’whatisgoingonbabakaBoy’’sheaskswithsomuch

concerninhervoice,Ijustsigh

Me‘’Oliviawashereearlier’’

Her‘’ohnoImissedheragain,wouldhavelovedtoseeher’’

Me‘’shewillcomebacksoon’’

Her‘’tellmewhat’sgoingon,whatisweighingyoudownbaby’’I

standItakehereandsitonthecouch

withheronmylap,ItellhereverythingOliviasharedwithme

andIfeelhershakingliterallyinmyarms

Me‘’ohmyGodmymother’sdreamsishappening’’tearsjust

streamdownherface



Her‘’whatdreamSoft,whatareyoutalkingabout’’Iaskwiping

hertears.Sheexplainswhatmymother

inlawdreamtofanddeepdownIwon’tlieIamshitscared

Me‘’babynothingisgoingtohappentome’’sheshakesher

head

Her‘’youcan’tbesureofthatMolemoyousaidityourselfthat

themanisdangerous’’

Me‘’IneedtohelpOlivia’’

Her‘’Iunderstandthat,butyoucanuseyourpeopletogethim’’

Isigh

Me‘’onlyIknowhowheoperatesbabyIneedtobethereto

helpthem’’

Her‘’Molemopleasedon’tdothistomeplease’’

Me‘’babytrustmeIwouldn’tgotowarifIdidn’thaveto’’

Her‘’thereareamillionwaystogetridofthatmanwithout

puttingyourlifeatrisk’’

Me‘’IneedtodothisbabyforOlivia’’

Her‘’whataboutmeandyoursonMolemo,whataboutuswhat

willhappentousw=ifsomething

happenstoyouduringthatwar’’



Me‘’nothingisgoingtohappentomeIpromiseyou’’

Her‘’don’tpromisemeMolemojusttellmeyouwillfindaway

todealwithhimwithoutgoingtowar’’

Me‘’Iwishtherewasanotherwaybutwaristhewaytogetrid

ofhim’’sheshakesherhead

Her‘’youcan’ttellmethat.WejusthadasonMo.Whatifhe

comesaftermeandMJ’

Me‘’that’swhyIamgettingyoutwooutofthecountry’’she

chuckles

Her‘’wowjustwow’’

Me‘’Softpleasetryandunderstand’’

Her‘’IknowyouloveOliviaandsheisyourprincessandIlove

herasmuchsheisnotjustmybestfriend

butmysister,IhatewhatthatmanisdoingtoherandIwant

youtohelpthem,Ijustwishyouwerenot

riskingyourselfwhendoingit.ExcusemeIneedtofeedmyson’’

Me‘’babywearestilltalking’’Ipleadwithher

Her‘’Idon’tthinkwedolove,youhavealreadymadeupyour

mind’’shesaysandpecksmylipsandleave



3weekslater

GADAFI

IfitwereuptomeIwouldn’tevenbeapartofthis,Ihaveawife

anddaughterIneedtoprioritize,but

RazorandIoncetookabloodoath,Idiewherehediesandhe

dieswherehedies,wearebrothersfor

lifeandIwillalwayshavehisback,Ijustwishwedidn’thaveto

dothisourselvesbutwearethereonly

oneswhoknowhowMoscowoperatesandthinkssobeingpart

ofthetimewillhelptheboyswhoare

solderingwithusthroughthiswar.WeareatRazorshouseand

mywifeandchildarebothhere.Ntombi

iscryingandIwon’tlieitbreaksmyheartknowingthatIam

responsibleforhertears.Itakemy

daughterandsitnexttoher.

Me‘’IamgoingtofightandmakesurethatIcomebacktoyou’’

Her‘’pleaseyoustillhavetimetogetoutofthisbabyplease’’



Me‘’IwishIcouldbaby,butIcan’tlethimgointherealone’’

Her‘’youbettercomebacktousTebopleaseIbegyouplease’’

Me‘’IloveyouandIpromiseIwillmyloveIswear’’

Her‘’weneedyouandIloveyoutoo’’Ikissherpassionately

untilIheardhermoaninmymouth,ifshe

didn’tgivemeherbodyallnightIwouldbecravingtotakeher

tobedrightnowbutIamsatisfied.Razor

appearswithMJinhisarmsandSizafollowsafterwipingher

tears.Lungilestandsfromthecouch

Lungi‘’pleaseyoutwodon’tgothroughwiththispleaseIbegof

youmydaughterswon’tsurviveif

anythinghappenstoyou’’

Me‘’wewillbebackLungiIpromiseyou’’

Razor‘’wewillbesafeandwewillcomeback’’

Me‘’thisplaceissecuredwitharmedtrainedguards,every

cornerinthisneighborhoodisheavily

guardedtoensurethatnoonesuspiciousget’sin.wealsohave

ahelicopterdoingrounds,soyouareall

safe,wewillcomebackokay’’Ntombinodsandkissesmeagain.

MybrotherhandsthebabytoLungile



andkneelsinfrontonthesittingSizawhoiscryingsopainfully

sheisevenhurtingmemore

Razor‘’SoftIwillbebackbabyIneedyoutobelievethatokay,

youandMJwillbewhatgetsmeoutof

thatplacealive.PrayformebabyandIpromisethisisthelast

fightIamgettingmyselfintoIpromise’’

Siza‘’ifyoudon’tcomebacktomeMotaungjustknowthatI

willdiewithyouandoursonwillbeleft

withnoparents’’herwordshithome

Razor‘’pleasedon’ttalklikethismylove’’

Siza‘’youaremylifeMolemoandwhenyouwalkoutthatdoor

andsomethinghappenstoyouknow

thatithappenstometoo’’shesaysandattackshimwitha

passionatekissfilledwithtears

Razor‘’Iamsorryforputtingyouthroughthisloveplease

forgiveme,IwillbebacktoyouandoursonI

promiseyouthat’’

Siza‘’IloveyouMolemo’’

Razor‘’IloveyoutooSoftwitheveryfiberofmybeing’’she

nodsandhekissesherforeheadandstands.

Webothstrapupandputonourvests.Oneoftheboyswalks



in

Him‘’boss,thecarisreadyandtheguyswhoarestakinghis

housesayshejustarrived’’

Me‘’goodwewillberightout’’Ikissmywifeanddaughterone

moretimeandRazornodsatme

Razor‘’wewillbeback,weloveyouguyssomuch’’

Lungi‘’goandcomebackyouwillfindushere’’wenodandwalk

outandgettothecartheydriveus

thereandtheboysarealreadytherewaiting

NARATED

About10manweregoingtohelpRazorandGadafiwiththe

mission,RazorhadlearntthatMoscow’s

neighborsinhisJohannesburgmansionhadgonetoavacation,

soheandmanagedtogetintothe

houseanddisarmedthealarmssohimandhismancanstayin

thehousesothatMoscow’sguardsdon’t

spotthem.TheyhadlearntthatMoscowhad5guardsonthe

outsideandonlytwowithhiminsideand



thatwaspositiveontheirsideasitmeanttheyhadthe

advantage.Theysentthefirstfivementogoand

takecareoftheguardsoutsideandthenaftertheywentin

throughthewallwiththeremainingman,

gettingtheretheoutsideguardsweredownasexpectedand

theymadetheirwayintookcoverwhen

gunshotsstarted,GandRazortookcoveronthestaircases,

Moscow’smanseemedtohavemultiplied

andbynowtheywereoutnumberingRazorandG’smanand

theyhadalreadylostafewmanfromtheir

teammakingthemvulnerable.TheshotsstoppedandMoscow’s

voicefilledtheroom

Him‘’whatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappenRazor,youand

Gadafiweregoingtofindmevulnerable,

youhavealwaysthoughtyouweresmartbutyou

underestimatedme’’theybothstartedtopanic

wonderinghowheknewtheywerecoming

Him‘’ImighthavefirstcametoJoburgwithwronginformation

butthatdidn’tmeanshit,Imademy

homeworkandIknowyouaretheonewhoraisedmybabygirl,



andIwaswillingtocomeandthankyou

butyouarefoolishyouwantedheralltoyourselfnowIwill

teachyoualesson,yousonwillgrowup

withoutafatherandoncethatwifeofyoursmournsyouIwill

makeamoveandmarryhergiveyourboy

amillionsibling’’Razorstartedboilingatthementionofhis

wifeandsonthathedidthemoststupid

thinghewalkedfromhiscoverinanattempttofindMoscow

butranintotwoofhisguardswhofought

himandgotridofhisgunandintheprocesstakingoffhis

bulletvest.Gadafiappearedandshotthem

bothandtookhisbrotherbacktocover

G‘’areyoufuckenstupid,areyoutryingtogetyourselfkilled’’

Razor‘’sorrybrotherbutdidyouhearthatmotherfucker

talkingaboutmywifeandkid’’

G‘’heknowswhichbuttonstopushdon’tgivehimthe

satisfaction’’

Him‘’youknowthatyoutwohavenowheretorunnowI

suggestyousurrender’’

G‘’wehavesurvivedworseMoscowyouknowthis’’Moscow

laughs



Him‘’boy’snow’’heshoutedandGturnedandbeforehecould

shoottheguysonemanagedtoshoot

Razortwotimesinthechest,bloodwaseverywhere.Gsawhis

brotherholdinghischestandhefeltlike

hisworldwasending

G‘’FuckBrotherhandinthere,IwillgetyououtofhereIswear

holdon,don’tdieonme’’buttheweak

Razorwasstrugglingtoevenbreath

Razor‘’Gmanprotectmywife,makesurethatmyboyknows

thatIlovehim,lookoutforthemplease’’

G‘’fucknoyouwillprotectthemyourselfcozIamgettingyou

outofhere’’hestruggledtobreathmore

Razor‘’Iwon’tmakeitGpleaseonehitclosetomyheartIfeelit

pleasetellSoftIamsorryIloveherand

shemustnotgiveuponlife,tellherIwillalwayslookoutfor

them’’Gwasnowcrying.

G‘’brotherwecanmakeit’’

Razor‘’nopleasego’’hebegs

G‘’IdiewhereyoudieMolemo’’

Razor‘’IknowTebogobutrightnowthatwouldbestupidwe

havewivesandkidsnow,youhavetotake



careofthem,byourbloodoathwhentheelderbrothertalks

theyoungerlistens’’Gcriedcozheknew

hehadtolistentohisolderbrother

G‘’Ican’tleaveyouhere’’

Razor‘’getoutofherenowTebogoandtakecareofmine’’

G‘’Iamsosorrybrother,Iloveyouman,Iwillmakehispayfor

this’’

Razor‘’IloveyoutwomannowgopleasegoIwillcoveryou’’he

saysstartstoshootwhileGrunsout,hemanagestojumpthe

wallagainandgottothecaranddroveoffcryinglikealittle

boy,wonderinghowheisgoingtoexplaintoSizathather

husbandisnotcomingback.

Noedits
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CHAPTER147

SIZA

Ifeltheavyinmyheart,theyhavebeengoneforhoursandmy



sonisfeelingallthistensionhehas

becomeagitated,Ikeeplookingatthewatchthenthedoor,

hopingthatitwouldopenandtheywill

walkinandhewouldcometellmethat’sit’sover,Ifeelcoldso

coldandIknowit’shotoutside,Ntombi

comestositnearmeandfoldsmeinherarmsandIholdher

back,Iknowthatsheistheonlyperson

whoknowswhatIamgoingthroughatthispoint.Mymom

offersusjuicebutwebothrefuseIwon’tbe

abletokeepanythingdown.Iloveatthewatchandithardly

movedfromwhereitwas.Thedooropens

afterforeverandGadafiwalksin,reliefflowsthroughmeand

Ntombistandsupandrunstohim

launchingherinhisarms

Ntombi‘’ohthankGodbaby,thankGodyouareokaythankyou

Jesus’’Gdoesn’trespondbutsqueezes

Ntombitighter.IlookatthedoorexpectingMolemobuthe

doesn’twalkinIstandandgooutsideto

checkbutheisnowheretobefound,myheartstartstobeatso

fastIthinkIamgoingtofaint.Igoback



insideandpullGadafifromNtombiandhiseyesarebloodshot

red.

Me‘’Gwhereismyhusband’’helooksatmewithablank

expression

Me‘’IaskyouadamnquestionGadafiwhereismyhusband’’I

sayandshelooksdown

Him‘’IamsosorrySizakelesosorry’’hesaysandIshakemy

head

Me‘’sorryforwhatG’’Iasknotwantingtobelieveituntilhe

saysit

Him‘’hegotshotand’’

Me‘’whichhospitalisheat’’hegoessilentforthelongesttime

Him‘’hedidn’tmakeitSizaIamsosorry’’tearsjustcomeandI

starthittinghimwithmyfists

Me‘’no,no,nohecan’tbedeadpleasetakeitbackpleaseGadafi

takebackthispainfuljoke’’

Him‘’IwishIwasjokingSizaIwishIwasIamsosorryplease’’

Me‘’Ican’tlosehim,Ican’t.Mamait’spainfulit’sjusttoo

painful’’mymomcomestomequickly

Ma‘’IknowmyloveIknowitisIamverysorry’’

Me‘’IwantmyhusbandGadafipleasetakemetohim’’



Him‘’theistoomuchheatrightnowSiza,Ican’trisktakingyou

there’’whateverIdidtotheuniverseto

alwaysdishmesomuchpainhastobebig,IlostSiphephelo

nowit’sMolemo,wejusthadachildGod,I

can’traiseMJalonepleasegivememyhusband’’Isinktothe

floorandmymotherjoinsme

Him‘’IamverysorrySiza,Idon’tevenknowwhattosaytoyou’’

Me‘’justtakemetogoseehimplease’’

Him‘’it’stoodangerouspleasemysister’’

Me‘’letthemkillmetoo,thereisnothingtoliveforanymore’’

Him‘’youhaveMJ’’

Me‘’howwillIraisemysononmyown’’

Ma‘’youhaveussisiwewillhelpyouIpromise’’

Me‘’it’stoomuchforonepersonmamangekeIcan’ttakeit

anymore,whatdidIeverdotoGodforhim

todomelikethis’’

Ma‘’don’ttalklikethis,Godhasareason’’

Me‘’thesamereasonhehadwhenmydaughterdiedmamais

thatit?’’

Ma‘’wewillneverknow’’



Me‘’heisacruelGodthen’’

Ma‘’it’sjustthehurttalkingsisi’’

Me‘’nothistimeit’sme,Ididn’tdeservethis,myhusbanddidn’t

deserveit’’

OLIVIA

Iampacingupanddownwaitingtoreceiveaphonecallfrom

myfathertotellmethattheyaredone,

mystomachisinknotsandIwonderwhatSizaisgoingthrough

rightnow.Ihaven’treallytoldmy

motherwhatisgoingcozmydadaskedmetotellherwhenall

ofthisisover,Iwanttosharewithher

cozreallythisisweighingdownonmerealbad.Mymomwalks

inandnarrowshereyes,Isoldhera

storyofhowmeandStevefoughtandIamhopinghecallsme

beforetheendofthedayandapologize

andsheboughtitthenbutIguessmyactionsareprovingthat

it’ssomethingdeepergoingonwithmeshesighs



Her‘’whatisgoingonwithyouandpleasetellmethetruththis

timearound’’

Me‘’mamaItoldyou’’shewasabouttoprotestwhenacall

frommyuncleGadaficomesthroughandI

feelmyselfrelaxalittlethankGod

Me‘’heyuncleG’’Isayandhearapainfulcryinthebackground

Him‘’heybabygirl’’

Me‘’isitdone’’

Him‘’tellmewhereareyou’’

Me‘’Iamwithmymotheratmyapartment’’

Him‘’okaybabygirlIamgoingtoneedyoutositdown’’Idon’t

waitforhimtoaskmetwice

Me‘’uncleGwhat’sgoingon’’hesighs

Him‘’yourfatherbaby,hewasshot’’

Me‘’ohmyGodno,isheokay,whichhospitalisheat’’

Him‘’heisnotatanybabygirl.Razorisnomore’’hesaysandI

justletmyphoneslidedownmyearand

fall,tearsjuststreamdownmyface,ohmyGodnonotmydad,

ous’Neorushestomeandhugsme

Her‘’Oliviawhatisgoingon’’Ijustshakemyheadtryingto



wrapmyheadaroundwhatIjustheard

Her‘’talktomewhatisgoingonLiv’’Icryforwhatseemslike

foreverandIdecidetojusttellherthe

truth

Her‘’OhOliviaItoldyounottoinvolvehiminthisItoldyou

thatMoscowisdangerous,nowthatpoor

girlisleftawindowandMJdoesn’thaveafather’’

Me‘’IknowmamabutIjustthoughthewillhelpus’’

Her‘’ohmyGodwhathasMoscowdone’’heholdsmecloseand

herheartbeatssofast.Aloudband

comesthroughmydoorandmymotherquicklygetsupand

opensthedoor,andscreamsalittleasthat

monsterwalksinpointingagunather,Iquicklystandandgo

behindthecouch,thewalkinandhistwo

goonswalkinwithmyfather,heisbleedingbuttheytiedhim

upwithhistshirtIguesstostopthe

bleeding,heisstrugglingtobreathe,ohmyGodheisnotdead

myfatherisnotdead,theyplacehimon

mycouchandItrytogohelphimbutMoscowyanksmeoff

thatIgohitthewall

Him‘’IwillkillyoutrustmeOlivia’’



Her‘’Moscowthismanneedstogotothehospital’’mymother

says

Him‘’ohnoheisgoingtostayhereandbleedout,thiswillbe

thelastplacetheylookforhim,Ijust

didn’twanthimtodieyetIwantedtoseewhenItakehis

princessawayhemustwitnessthatheplayed

superherofornothing,becausewhatMoscowwantsMoscow

gets’’boy’sIwantyoutogointhereand

findmesomethingmanlysowecanchangethesebloody

clothessowemakethroughtheairport,we

can’tstayinthiscityGadafiisprobablyalreadyhuntingus’’

theynodanddisappeartomyroom

Me‘’pleasetakehimtothehospitalandIswearIwillfollowyou

everywhere’’helaughs

Him‘’youareleavingwithmeprincessthebothofyou’’hesays

andputsput’shisgundowntakingoff

hisshirt,Neoquicklywentforthegunandshothim3timesone

oftheguardsappearsappearwithagunbutshemanagesto

shoothimtoo,thethirdonecomesoutwithhishandup

signalingthatheissurrendering.

Ma‘’Oliviatakethatphoneandcalltheambulanceandpolice,

youputpressureonthosewounds’’Inod



andquicklygrabmyphoneandcalltheambulanceandtheysay

Ishouldgivethe7minutesIcallthe

copsafter,Imakemywaytomyfatherandfeelhispulseit’s

therebutit’stooweak

Me‘’daddypleaseholdon,helpisonitswaypleaseholdon,we

needyouplease,Sizawoulddieifshe

lostyou,thinkofMJandhanginthereplease,thepolicearrive

firstandasecondlatertheambulance

getherethemedicscheckhimoutandconnecthimtoan

oxygenmaskandhurryoutwithhim,mymom

saysIshouldgowithhimwhilstshetellsthepolicewhat

happenedhere.

GADAFI

Ihaveneverfeltsonumb,Razorwasapartofmeandlosing

himislosingmyself,Ican’thelpbutfeel

guilty,Ishouldn’thavelistenedtohimIshouldhavestuckand

triedtogethimoutdeadoralive,weare

brothersmyheartandbyoath,Iwillneverforgivemyselffor

whathappenedtoday,mynephewis



cryinglikehecanunderstandthathisfatherisnomore,Lungile

keepsontryingtohushhimbutheis

notstopping,Sizaissittingaloneonthecouchwithapictureof

herandRazorontheirweddingday,her

sobscutdeepandIwishIcouldbringbackherhusband.I

alreadydeployedmoremantogocheckout

Moscow’shouseandbringbackmybrotherscorps.Theywill

callmwhentheyhavehim.Myphone

ringsandit’sOlivia,maybeshehascomedown

Me‘’princess’’

Her‘’uncleGpapaisnotdead’’Iclosemyeyes

Me‘’Iknowit’shardLivbutRazorisnomoreplease’’

Her‘’noIamsureheisnotdead,Irushedhimtothehospital,

heisinsurgerynow’’

Me‘’what?How’’myheartstartsbeatingfast

Her‘’it’salongstorypleasecometoHarmonymedicalcenter’’

Me‘’okayIwillbetherein10minutes’’Ihangupandmakeway

toSizawhoseeyesarefixedonthe

photo



Me‘’Siza,Razorheiscriticalbutaliveheisinsurgerynow’’he

eyesshootupatmewithme

Her‘’whatmyhusbandisaliveGadafi’’shesayswithabreaking

voiceandInod

Me‘’comelet’sgo’’shedidn’twaitformetosayittwicesheran

andItakehershoesandfollowher

Lungi‘’whatisgoingon’’

Me‘’OliviajustcalledshesaysRazorisinsurgeryatthe

hospital,Idon’thaveallthedetailsbutIwillcall

youandNtombiwhenIgetthere’’

Lungi‘’ohthankyouJesusthankyouGod’’Igettothecarand

Sizaisinthepassengerseatcryingand

prayingwhilerockingherbodybackandforth.Wegettothe

hospitalandnotimeandfindOliviainthe

waitingroomcoveredinblood,shetriestohugSizabutshe

ignoresherandgoesstraighttoMandla

Liv‘’ohmyGodshehatesmeGodshehatesme’’

Me‘’shedoesn’thateyouprincesssheisjusthurtingandshe

wantsherhusband,howdidyoufindhim’’

shetellsmewhathappenedandIcouldn’tbemorerelievedthat

heisdead



Siza‘’howismyhusbandMandlahowisMolemo’’shesaysand

wegonearthem

Mandla‘’Ijustwenttocheckaminuteago,hecameinpretty

badSizaandoneofthosebulletswentto

hisleftsidebutluckilydidn’ttouchtheheart,helostalotof

blood,buttheyaregivinghimablood

transfusion,luckilyourbloodbankhasenoughofhisbloodtype.

HeisreallynotlookinggoodbutIhave

mybestpeopleinthetrustmetheywilldoalltheycantosave

yourhusband’’

Siza‘’thankyouPower’’henods

Mandla‘’letmegobackinthereagain,Iwillgiveyouanupdate

soonokay’’

Me‘’youwillfindmehereIamnotgoinganywhere’’

Me‘’heisgoingtobeokaySiza,andIamsorryonceagain’’she

looksatmeandgivesmeanfaintsmiles,

OliviatriestogotoherbutIholdherback

Me‘’givehersometimepleaseprincess’’Iwhispertoher

Liv‘’IjustwanthertoknowthatIamsorryforwhathappened’’

Me‘’giveheralittletimeprincess’’shenodsandwealltakeour

seats



SIZA

Ithasbeen9hourssincehewenttotheOperatingroom,andI

haven’tstoppedprayingsince,hehasto

beokayhehastopullthrough,Ican’tloseMolemo,Iwouldn’t

surviveit.Mypoorsonneedshisfather.

Weneedtimeasafamilyweneedtimetoraiseourboyand

havemanymorekids,hecan’tliveme,Lord

pleasehearmycriespleasesavemyhusbandforme.Idrinkthe

lastofthecoffeeGadafibroughtme,I

can’tlookatOliviabecauseapartofmewantstoblameherfor

this,sheshouldn’thaveaskedMolemo

todothisorshecouldhavebeggedhimtonotdoithimselfbut

ifthenwhowhyamIwishingthatsome

otherwomanwasgoingthroughwhatIamgoingthroughright

now,noonedeservesthispain.Iwipe

mytearsandlookupNtombimakesherwaytowardsmewith

bottlesandmybreastpump

Me‘’ohGodheranoutofmilk’’



Her‘’he’sonhislastbottle’’

Me‘’ohmyboy,howishe’’

Her‘’hefinallycalmeddownandslept’’Isigh

Me‘’thankyouforcoming’’

Her‘’howisMolemo’’Ishrug

Me‘’heisstillinsurgerysis’’

Her‘’hewillbeokayGodsavedhimtillthisfarhewillnot

forsakeyouIswear’’Inod,andaskMandlato

borrowhisoffice,NtombiandIgoandIstartpumping,Iwason

mylastbottlewhenOliviawalksin

Liv‘’babe,heisoutofsurgery,theysayheiscriticalbutheis

stable’’relieffloodsthroughme

Her‘’leavethatoneIthinktheseoneswillbeenoughtillyou

come’’Inodanddressproperlyandmake

mywaydownstairsandImeetwithMandlaandanotherDr

Me‘’whereishe,howishedoing’’

Dr‘’yourhusbandisafighterSiza,therewastoomuchdamage

butwerepairedit,therewereafew

scaresbuthermadeitthrough,wegotalltoobulletsout,heis

stillcriticalthough’’



Me‘’brainactivity?’’

Dr‘’IforgotIamtalkingtoaDrinthemaking,hisbrainis

functioningnormally’’Isighdeeply

Me‘’whereishecanIseehimplease’’henodsandtellsme

wheremyhusbandis,Iwalkinandhehasa

tubeinhismouthhelpinghisbreath,hehasalargeincisionscar

onhischestandtheycloseditwitha

patch,helookssopeacefulGod,hehasagreenishcolourunder

hiseyes.HelookshelplessIcan’t

Imaginethepainhewasin;Isitdownandholdhishandthen

moveittomylipsandkissit

Me‘’youneedtofightbaby,youneedtofightandcomebackto

me,IneedyouMolemoandourson

needsyou,Ican’tdothisalonesofightbabyfightplease,Ilove

yousomuchMo’’

Noedits
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SIZA

Icouldn’tstayawayfrommyhusband,ithasbeen6dayssince

hecameoutofsurgeryandhehasn’t

wokenup,thisplacehasbeenhomesincethen,Icouldn’tleave

mysonathomecozheneedstofeed

andheneedsmyattention,soIaskedMandlatomakean

exceptionandallowhimandmymomtohave

aroomintheneonatalward,luckyformetheTVherehas

everythingsomymothercaneasilywatch

herNigerianmovies,hesupporthasbeenoutofthisworld,I

don’tknowhowIwouldhavedealtwithall

thisifshewasn’twithme.IamfeedingMJandheisdrifting

away,Ipulloutmybreastfromhismouth

androckhimtosleepdeeper,10minutesorsoheisgone,I

placehiminthecourt

Me‘’pagemewhenyouneedmemama’’

Her‘’Iwillmybaby,andcontinueholdingontofaithandpray

Siza,hewillwakeup’’



Me‘’Iwill,andmamathankyou’’

Her‘’don’tmentionitsisi’’Ismileandwalkouttomyhusband’s

room,Igetinthereandthenurseanda

Drarecheckingonhisvitals

Me‘’howishedoingtoday’’

Dr‘’honestlyyourhusbandishealingverywell,hisbrainis

functionlikeitshouldIreallydon’tknowwhy

heisnotwakingup’’Isigh

Me‘’ohGod,thankyou’’henods

Dr‘’continuetalkingtohimSiza,encouragehim,bythetattoo

onhischestitcanonlymeanyouarethe

mostimportantpersoninhislife’’Igivehimasidesmileand

eyemyfaceonhisbarechest.Theyboth

walkout

Me‘’Molemoyouneedtowakeup,Ican’tdothisanymore,Iam

breakingdownwitheachpassingday,I

amtryingsohardtokeepittogetherbutoursonMoourson,

heneedsus,Ineedyou.havingyouinthis

hospitalmakesmereliveallthepainfulmemories,IknowIsaidI

amoverPhephe’sdeathbutMolemo



babyyoubeinginhereiskillingme,IfeellikeIamgoingtogo

backtotheworldfilledwithmiseryand

pain,IloveyouandIneedyou.Ineveraskformuchbutright

nowIamaskingyoutofightandcome

backtome’’Isayholdinghishand,Mandla’svoicestartlesme

Him‘’youareastrongwomanSiza’’

Me‘’Idon’tknowifthatistrue’’

Him‘’Iknowyouaretrustme,heisgoingtowakeupandcome

backtoyou’’

Me‘’Iprayso,Godknows’’

Him‘’Iknewhowmuchyoulovethisman,IrememberwhenI

kissedyouandyouwentcrazy,Icouldsee

thatyoudidn’twantanymancomingintohisterritory,the

respectyougivehimshowedmetheway

youlovemeandthatalonemademebackoff,hewillget

throughthiscozoftheloveyouhaveforhim’’

afterMandlasaidthat,themachinestartedbeepingandMo

soundedlikehewaschoking,webothlook

athimandheistryingtoopenhiseyes,hisdoctorwalksinand

theyquicklyremovethetubefromhis

throatallowinghimtobreatheonhisown,hecontinues



checkinghim,andaskinghimquestions,I

couldn’tbelievemyeyes,heisawakemyhusbandisbackwith

me,mytearsstreameddownmyfaceas

Istandinthecornerbehindthedoctorstryingtogetmyact

together

Mo‘’Soft,whereismywife’’Iquicklymakemywaytohim

Me‘’Iamherebaby’’Isaytakinghishandandhetakesmineto

hislipsandkissesmyknuckles

Mo‘’ohbaby’’hesaysandtearsforminhiseyesIcan’thelpbut

hughimandhetightenshishanda

littleandIjustcryonhischestmakingsurethatIdon’ttouch

hisincisionscar.Themedicalteamexcuse

themselvesandclosesthedoorleavingmeandminetoletitall

out.

OLIVIA

IjustfinishedpreparingmyselfsoIcangoseemyfather,he

hasn’twokenupandthatishardfor

everyone,andthefactthatmybestfriendisnottalkingtome

istakingitstollonmetoo,butIdon’t



understandwhyshedecidedthatIamtoblamehere,Ineeded

myfather’shelpandIunderstandthat

healmostdiedtryingtohelpmebut,Ijustwishwecouldbe

okayandbethereforeachotherduring

thishardtimethatwearefacing.Ihavebeenstayingwithmy

mothercozherhusbandisawayon

business,wecouldn’tbemoregratefulforthatcozmymother

isnotreadytotellhimwhathappened,

sheknowstheyaregoingtohaveaseriousfallout.

Ma‘’youarestillhere’’

Me‘’Idon’tlookforwardtogoingtoseedad’’

Ma‘’whyLivyouhavetonana’’Isigh

Me‘’mybestfriendisnotokaywithmema’’shesitsnexttome

andtakesadeepbreathe

Ma‘’ifitwasn’tforyourfathersbraveryMoscowwouldn’tbe

dead,butOliviaIevenpersonallyasked

youtonotinvolvehiminthis,IknowIdidn’thaveasolidplan.

Sizaalmostlostherhusbandshortlyafter

theyhadtheirson,fromallyouhavetoldme,shefightsdrama

afterdramawithyourdadandthistime



thedramaalmostmadeherawidow,sheneedssomeoneto

blame,andsinceherhusbandhasn’t

wokenupfromhiscoma,youarethenextpersonshewillblame

becausehealmostgotkilledhelping

you,don’ttakehertoheartLivbutinallhonestlyshehasthe

righttofeellikethisatthispointintime,

sheisscared,hurtandemotional,shewillbeokayandyouguys

willgobacktowhereyouusedtobe

okay’’

Me‘’Iguessyouareright’’

Ma‘’youknow,wedon’treactthesametopainLivandourpast

experiencesmaytriggerhowweeven

reacttoeverything,shecouldbelinkingthistoherpast

experience’’

Me‘’shelostherdaughterafewyearsago’’

Ma‘’youseemaybethethoughtoflosingsomeoneelseshe

loveskilledher’’

Me‘’Ihatemyself’’

Ma‘’youwerealsoscaredmylovesoyoudidwhatnatures

propelsustodo,saveyourself’’

Me‘’Ialmostlostmydadbecauseofit’’



Ma‘’yesyoualmostdidbutheisaliveandheisfightingtocome

back’’

Me‘’hehastocomebackreally’’

Ma‘’weallneedtoprayforhimandhewilldefinitelymakeit’’I

smile

Me‘’bythewayIamnotcomingback’’

Ma‘’haibo,whereto’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IamgoingtoseeSteven’’

Ma‘’okayIguessIwillbeboredaloneinthishouse’’Ilaugh

Me‘’don’tbethatperson,StevemissesmeandImisshimtoo’’

Ma‘’Iunderstandthat’’

Me‘’IwillbebackSundaylater’’shenods

Ma‘’didyoutalktohimabouthisfather’’

Me‘’ohyeahIdidhepromisednottosayanythingtohim,he

willgiveyouthechancetotellhim

yourself,heunderstoodyourreason’’

Ma“thankhimformeokay”myphonebeepsandIt’sSiza

*heyLiv,yourfatherisfinallyawakeandheisdoingwell*

Me‘’it’sSizashesaysthatdadisawakeanddoingprettygood’’



Ma‘’ohbabythat’sgoodnewsandseesheisalreadycoming

around’’

Me‘’Ihopeso,letmegetgoingGodthankyou’’Isayalready

headingoutthedo

RAZOR

Ican’tbelievethatIsurvivedtwobulletstomychest;ImeanI

lostalotofbloodandIswearIdidn’t

thinkIwasgoingtomakeit,buthereIam,Godgaveme

anotherchance,andIpromisetobeabetter

husbandtoSiza,IwasafraidofwakingupbecauseIwas

ashamedofwhathappenedashamedthatI

almostmadehergothroughanotherloss,evenaftershe

beggedmenotto,afterhermother’svisionI

stillwentthroughwithitandalmostgotmyselfkilled,buton

theotherhandIcouldn’tjustletOliviabe

bulliedbyMoscowsheismydaughterandIwillalwayswantto

protecther.Mywifewalksinwitha

paperbagfromsomerestaurant



Me‘’Iwaswonderingwhereyoudisappearedto’’

Her‘’hadtogofeedMJandpumpsomemilkforhimthenI

quicklywenttogetyouchickensoupandfreshbuns’’

Me‘’howismyboy’’

Her‘’heisokay,heisgrowingeveryday,Iwillbringhimtoyour

suitoncetheymoveyou,heishereinoneofthewardswith

mama’’

Me‘’whythehospital’’

Her‘’youhavebeenherefor3daysandthedrivingbackand

forthwastiringsoitwastheonlysolution’’

Me‘’IamsorrySoft,Iknowyouwarnedme’’shefrowns

Her‘’pleasenotnowMolemo’’IsighandIknowsheishurtvery

hurt,sheopensthesoupcontainerand

startsfeedingme,thisthingtastesgoodreally,shefeedsmein

silencebutsomethingislingering

throughmymind,whenIheardthemtalkingMandlasaid

somethingandIjusthadtowakeup

Me‘’Softbaby’’

Her‘’babakaBoy’’Ismile

Me‘’whydidn’tyoutellmethatboykissedyou’’Isaythelast

twowordswithbileinmymouthandshe



chucklesshakingherhead

Her‘’sothat’swhyyoudecidedtowakeup,cozyouheardthat

Mandlaoncekissedme,areyouforreal

Mo,Ibeggedandbeggedandspokeofoursonofmeandyou

onlywokeupbecausehekissedme’’Ilookdownembarrassed

cozthatistrue,Iheardeverythingeveryonesaidnearme.

Me‘’Iamsosorrylove,Iwasjustscaredandashamedtoface

you,SizaIalmostleftyoualmostmade

youawidow,asinglemother,youaskedmenottogobutIdid

soIdidn’tknowhowIwasgoingtolook

atyouaftereverything,IloveyousomuchIhatemyselffor

puttingyouthroughthismakingyourelive

thepainoflosingyourdaughter,youtoldmethatifIdiedyou

aregoingtodiewithmesoIwasscared

andashamedSoft,whenthatboymentionedhowyoubrushed

himoffcozofmeIjustcouldn’tlet

myselfstayinthatcoma,IhadtocomebackcozIremembered

thatyoucouldn’tdothislifething

withoutmeandIdidn’twantyoutoeither,Iamsosorryfor

whatIputyouthrough,Ipromisetodo

betterIswear’’shewascryingherfaceonherlap,lookingather



breakingdownlikethismademe

realizethatsheneverasksformuch,shenevercomplainsbut

sheisalwaysunderstanding,supportive

andreadilyavailablewhenIneedherandIamawarethatsince

weweremarriedshehasn’tfully

enjoyedthiscozithasbeenproblemafterproblem.Itryand

managetositupstraight

Me‘’pleasecomehere’’Isayopeningmyarmsandshedoesn’t

protest

Her‘’thethoughtofloosingyouMolemo’’Icouldn’tlether

finish

Me‘’shhhshhhyoudon’thavetosayitcozIknowloveandIam

sosorryforbeingreckless,Ipromiseto

dobetter,IwillbeabetterhusbandtoyoucozSoftyouare

nothingshortofbeinganamazingwifeto

meandit’snotfairthatyoushouldbetheonlyoneinvestingin

ourmarriage,IloveyouandIamsorry’’

Her‘’Iloveyoutoobaby’’shesaysandwesitwithherinmy

armsincomfortablesilence,Iwantherto

believethatIamaliveandIambacktoher.



GADAFI

Imadesurethatthecopsdon’tsniffaroundus,wesoldthema

storyandtheybelievedit,mycontacton

theinsidesaidhewillmakethedocketdisappearintime,police

mustneverhaveanythingonRazorand

Icozitmightjustcomebackandbiteusinthehead,well

Moscow’sguythatsurvivedwon’tsayaword

thatwilldeviatefromourstorycozIthreatenedtoharmhis

family,butIwon’tbedoingthat,Ijust

wantedhimtokeephismouthshut.Itextcomesthroughmy

phoneandit’sSiza,shesaysMolemois

awake,Idon’tthinkIhaveeverscreamedthismuch,Ntombi

walkedin

Her‘’TebonotsoloudGodIjustputLetlotlotosleep’’

Me‘’ohIamsorrybabe’’

Her‘’whyareyouscreaminglikethis’’Ismile

Me‘’mybrotherisawake’’

Her‘’seriouslyohthankyouGod’’



Me‘’Iamgoingtoheadtothehospital’’

Her‘’Iamcomingwithyou,mysistermustberelivedIknowI

am’’

Me‘’IamjusthappyheisawakeSizawasslowlydying’’she

sighs

Her‘’Ican’tevenimaginewhatshewasgoingthrough’’

Me‘’babegochangesowecangoplease’’

Her‘’takeLetlotloandputherinthecarseatsolong’’

Me‘’done’’IsayandshedisappearstoourbedroomandImake

mywaytomydaughter’sbedroom

RAZOR

IwasnowinmysuitawayfromICUanditsbeepingmachines,

everyonewashereandhappythatIam

finallyawake,IhadmysoninmyhandsandOliviawasnextto

me,shecriedwhenshegothereandIhadtoassureherthatI

amokay.IamsensingweirdvibesbetweenOliviaandSizakele

andIknowwhy,Ijustdon’twantthemtonotbeokaywitheach

other,theyloveeachothersomuchandIdon’twantthemto

losethefriendshiptheyshareoverthemistakeImade,Ireally



needtotalktothemonceeveryonehasleft.

Liv‘’Iamjustgladyouareokaypapa’’

G‘’don’teverscareuslikethatbrother’’

Me‘’butyouallknowthatIamnotthedyingtype’’

G‘’nowthatyouareawakeIwillbelievethat’’wealllaugh

exceptmywifewhohashereyesfixedonmy

file,Godsheisreallyadoctoratheartthisone

Liv‘’afteryougetoutofherwearetakingyoutothelongest

vacationrightSiza’’wealllookather

Soft‘’onehehashealedcompletelydefinitely’’shesays

Me‘’Ihavealawfirmtorun’’

Liv‘’youhaveassociatesforthat’’IrollmyeyesandMandla

walksinandmymoodjustgoessouth

Him‘’Mr.MotaungyourdoctorhadandemergencyintheER

andheaskedmetocheckuponyou,and

giveyouthesepills’’Ilookatmywifeandsheislookingatme

toseehowIwillreact,buthereyesare

tellingmebehaveyourself,soIdojustthat

Me‘’thanksMandla’’IsayandhandMJtohissisterandtake



mypills

Him‘’Iwillbearoundthehospitalifyouneedanything,Sizawill

pageme’’himmentioningmywife

almostmademeloseitbutcomposureRazoritwasalongtime

agoandeveryoneknowshehasalways

hadeyesforherbutshechoseyou,plusheisagoodkidletme

givehimapass.
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RAZOR

Icouldn’ttalktoOliviaandmywifethatdaytheywereallhere,I

couldseethatmywifewastiredandI

wastoldthatshesleepsinmyroomanditcouldn’thavebeen

easyforhertosleeponthechairallnight,

soIaskedhertotakemyboyandgohaveagoodnightsleep

nowthatIwasawake,IaskedGtocall



OliviatocomethroughandIdidn’tneedtoaskSoftcozIknew

shewouldn’tbeanywhereelse.Ireally

needtogetthemtoirontheirdifferences;Ican’tbearknowing

thattheyarenotdoingwell.Ijusthad

mymealandIamquitefullandIfeelalittlesleepy,Ihatebeing

thisuseless,Ihatehospitalsperiod.

Liv‘’ohBoyyouareturningintoapumpkin’’hevoicejerksme

upfromthesleepIwasalmostlostin

Me‘’blameitonthisplacebabygirl’’

Liv‘’youcouldwatchTVyouknow’’Ilaugh

Me‘’IdothatsomuchIcouldactuallyturnintoagossipQueen’’

shelaughsandplacestheflowersthe

tablenearthewindow

Liv‘’Ibroughtyousomefruitsalad

Me‘’Iwillhaveitlater,alreadyatemylunch’’

Liv‘’fairenough’’IwasabouttoanswerwhenSizawalksin

lookingravishingIswearIgetaboner

instantly,thosejeansshemustneverweartheminmyabsence

again



Soft‘’sanibonani’’shesayswalkinginandsettlingonthecouch

bythewindow

Liv‘’hey’’shesaysandIjustsigh

Me‘’love,youlookbeautiful,whereismyboy’’

Soft‘’thankyou,Ilefthim,hedidn’thaveagoodnightatall,soI

tookhimtotheDrinthemorningand

shegavehimaninjectionthatknockedhimoutwhenwegot

home,hehasbeensleeping’’

Me‘’ohmylittleman’’

Soft‘’shesaidhewillfinewhenhewakesupsodon’tstress

aboutthatokay’’

Me‘’easiresaidthandone’’

Liv‘’daddyletmeloveandleaveyou’’

Me‘’okayyoutwo,Idon’tknowaboutyoubutIamtiredofthis

tensionhonestlyIjusthadaneardeath

experienceandthelastthingIwantedwastowakeupandfind

wifeanddaughtercoldtowardseach

other,Imeanyoutooarebestfriends,hellyouaremoreof

sistersthanfriendsactually,SoftbabyI

knowIhurtyoubyputtingmyselfinthefiringline,andforthat

Iwillforeverbesorryforthatespecially



afteryouwarnedmeandbeggedmetonotdoitmyselfbutI

needyoutounderstandthatOliviaismy

daughterandIcouldn’tstandbyandwatchthatmonster

tormentherlikethat’’

Liv‘’Iamsorryforputtingyourlifeindangerdadmymother

toldmetonotincludeyoubutIdid’’

Me‘’Iamyourfatheranditismyresponsibilitytoprotectyou,

myonlyfaultwasnotconsideringhowit

wouldaffectmywifeandyourbrother,Itoldmyselfthatitwas

aboutyoubuttheconsequenceshit

everyoneelse,IwasselfishIcouldhavehelpedyoubutnotput

myselfindangeraswell,babypleaseif

it’sanyoneyoushouldbemadatit’smenotOlivia,IamsorryI

willlivemylifetryingtomakeitupto

youbutpleasenowIfeelbadforthewaythingsarebetween

you,pleasebeokaywitheachother

please,letusalltryandmovefromthis’’shesighsandlooksat

meexpressionless

Soft‘’IamsorryOlivia,IwasjustscaredthatIwouldhavelost

myhusbandandIwouldhavetofacethe

hardshipsofhavingtoraiseMJalone’’shesaysandIfeelthe



concernandpaininhervoice

Liv‘’IamsorrythatIwantedMoscowgonefrommylifethatI

didn’tstopforoneminutetothinkofhow

thiswouldaffectallofus,problemisIthoughtmyfatherwas

supermaneventhoughmymomwarned

meaboutthatmanIjusthadtobelievethatpapawoulddefeat

hi’’shesayswalkingtowardsSoftwho

standsandtheyfoldeachotherinawarmembraceandcry.

Thankgoodness.

NEO

MyhusbandisbackinthecountryandIdon’tknowhowtotell

himallthathasbeenhappeninginhis

absenceIhonestlywonderhowheisgoingtotakeallofthis,we

havenevereverkeptthingsfromeach

otherandIhatemyselffordoingthistoourmarriage,Ijust

hopethathewillunderstandwhyIdidwhat

Idid.Hewokeupearlyandwentjogging,whenheisawayon

businesshecan’tworkoutcozofhisbusy

schedule.Itakeaquickshowertotryandcalmmynerves,it



didn’thelponebitcozIstillfeelmyself

freakingoutsoIdecidetomakeblackcoffeeandpourwhisky

inside.Thedooropensandhewalksin

tryingtocatchhisbreath,heissweatinglikehellsohedecides

tostartintheshoweronceheisdonehe

comesbackwearingshortsandavest

Him‘’Iamgoingtomakemyselfaproteinshake,wantone’’

Me‘’nopeIamfinethanksbabe’’

Him‘’you’veneversaidnobeforebutokay’’Iampacingupand

downwaitingforhimtocomeback

fromthekitchen

Him‘’Neowhat’sgoingon’’

Me‘’mmhhh’’hecomestomelookingconcernedandIjusttear

up

Him‘’what’sgoingon,talktome’’hesaystakingthecupfrom

meandplacingitonthecoffeetable

Me‘’IjustwantyoutoknowthatIamverysorry’’

Him‘’whathappenedyouarescaringmerightnow’’

Me‘’BodibeitsMoscow’’hiseyeswiden



Him‘’whatdidthatbastarddo?’’hesayswithangerinhisvoice

Me‘’Ikilledhim’’Iconfessandtheshockonhisface,hedoesn’t

sayanythingbutholdmecozIam

cryingmyeyesout,afterawhileheletsgoandlooksatmein

theeye

Him‘’whathappened’’Iexplaineverythingtohimfromwhenhe

cameheretohowhedied

Him‘’whydidn’tyoutellmeallofthisNeo’’

Me‘’Iwasscaredthathewouldhurtyou,thatmanisa

monster’’

Him‘’butyoufeltcomfortabletellingMotaung’’

Me‘’Ididn’ttellhimlove,OliviadidafterIaskedhernotto,I

wantedtosolvethismyself’’

Him‘’howwouldyouhavedonethatonyourown,thisisthe

samemanthatabusedyouandyouran

from,Ithoughtwedidn’tkeepsecretesfromeachother’’

Me‘’andwedon’t’’Isayandheshakeshishead

Him‘’butyoudidNeo,Iwasawayonbusinessandyouwerein

dangerandyouwereevenawareofit,

whatkindofhusbanddoesthatmakemehuh’’



Me‘’Iamsorry’’

Him‘’whatifhewasabletokidnapyouandIwouldn’teven

knowwhereyouwereorwhathappenedto

you,thisisthereasonwhycommunicationisimportant’’

Me‘’Iwasjustscared,confusedanddeterminedtofighthimoff

myself’’

Him‘’IamyourhusbandNeo,youdon’tneedtodoanythingof

yourselfweareateam’’

Me‘’IwasstupidIknow’’

Him‘’howamIsupposedtotrustyounow,howamIsupposeto

leaveyoubehindwhenIgoonbusiness

trip,youdidn’thaveregardforyourownlife,thedecisionsyou

andOliviamadewerereckless,aman

almostdiedbecauseofitall’’hesays

Me‘’IknowIbrokethetrustandtookourweapon-

communication-fromourmarriage’’

Him‘’nowyouhadtodieinsideallalonebecauseyoukilledhim

andcouldn’ttellmeaboutit’’

Me‘’Istruggletosleepatnightlove,Iseehisface’’hesighsand

pullsmeintoahug

Him‘’ohNeo,Iamsorrylove.Wewillgetyouintotherapy



everythingwillbeokayIpromise’’

Me‘’Iamsorry’’hekissesmyforeheadandcontinuesto

comfortme

1weeklater

SIZA

Ihadtopreparethehouseformyhusband’sreturnfromthe

hospital,theyfinallydischargedherandI

amhappythatheisfinallycominghometome,ourbedwas

coldwithouthiminit,andthehousedidn’t

feellikehome.Imanagedtochangeourbeddingandhadpeople

comeintoinstallaTVinourroom,

theDr’ssaidhemusttakeiteasysomostofhistimehewillbe

spendingitinourbedroom,Gadafidid

meafavorandwenttopickhimupaftercomingtogethima

changeofclothes.Todaymysonhada

doctor’sappointmentsomymothersaidshewilltakehimwhile

Iprepareformyhusband’sreturn.I



madesuretocookstewanddumbling,hisfavoritemeal.Acar

hootsoutsideandIpracticallyruntogo

andopenforthem,heisalreadyoutthecarandhisonehandis

onhischest

Me‘’youarehome’’Isaywiththewidestsmileadattackhim

withahug

Him‘’Softthatistootightlove,unlessyouwantmetogoback

tothehospital’’

Me‘’ohGodIamsorrylove,Ijust,Iamhappythatyouare

home’’

Him‘’it’sgoodtobehome,thatplacewasjusttoomuch’’

Me‘’Itotallyunderstand’’

G‘’okaylovebirdsIamnotstaying,IneedtopickupNtombi,

wehaveameetingtoattend’’

Me‘’okayandthanksforgettinghim’’

G‘’pleasure,herearehismeds’’hehandsmetheplastic

Him‘’thanksbrother’’theyfistbump

G‘’don’tmentionit,Iwillseeyouguys’’hesaysandgetsinthe

caranddrivesoff



Me‘’comeonin’’

Him‘’whereismyboy’’

Me‘’mymomtookhimtothedoctoritwashisdate’’henods

andwegetin,wemakeitupstairsafter

foreverandhesettlesonthebedIwasabouttowalkaway

whenhepulledmetohim

Him‘’comehere’’Iblushandlookathimintheeyes

Me‘’whatIwanttogogetyousomethingtoeatandtakealook

atyourmeds’’

Him‘’thatcanwaitbutthiscan’t’’hetakesmyhandandputsit

onhiserection

Me‘’younotokay’’

Him‘’ridemeplease,Imissyou’’Ihidemyface;Molemois

somethingelse,hishandsalreadygoingup

mythighsmakingmehornyashell.Igetoffhimandpullhis

pantsdown,hiserectionspringsfree,he

takesouthistshirtandliesflatonthebed,Itakehissizeinto

myhandandrubit,hishissmademetake

himintomymouthandIstartblowinghim,takinghimdeeper

inmythroatIamgagging,hismoansand

groansfillstheroom,Iknowheisenjoyingeverymomentof



this

Him‘’ohyesmylove,yesbaby’’hesaysandIstopandgoontop

ofhim,Idirecthismanhoodtomy

entranceandimmediatelyhemeetsmyclitIwanttogocrazy.I

takehimallinandhefillsmeupmaking

meawareofhowmuchIhavemissedmyhusband,Istart

movingupanddownslowlyandheisbiting

hislowerliprubbingmybreastseyesclosed,thesensationgoes

tomyspinemakingmearchmyback,I

startincreasingmypaceandwritingtheletter’sC,OandU’s

withmywaistandhegoesentirelycrazy

Him‘’ohSoftbabyIamgoingtocumfuckwhatareyoudoing

tome’’

Me‘’cumformebabecumforyourwife’’Isaywhathenormally

say’stomewhenheisontopdriving

meinsanelycrazywithhisdick

Him‘’ahhhhahhhhahhhhSoftmmmhhh’’hesaysandIknowhe

isundone,Igoforafewmoreminutes

andmyorgasmcomeslikearush,Icollapsenexttohim

Him‘’whatanicewaytowelcomeyourhusbandhome’’

Me‘’Iamgladyouenjoyedit,Imissedyousobad’’hekissesmy



forehead

OLIVIA

Everythingisgoingbacktonormalslowlybutsurely,mymother

camecleantoherhusbandandshe

startedtherapytodealwithkillingMoscow,takingalifeisnot

easyandItotallysupportedher

husband’ssuggestion,myfatherontheotherhandisback

homeandheishealingnicely,heshould

thankhisancestorsthathiswifeisadoctor,speakingofSiza,

wellwemanagedtospeakaboutwhat

happenedaftermydadintervenedandIfullyunderstandwhy

sheactedthatwayandIamprettysure

thatifitwasStevenIwouldhavealsohaveactedthatway,this

wholeexperiencehastaughtmetolook

atallpossibleoutcomesofasituationnotonlytheonethatwill

benefityouattheendoftheday.Ijust

pulledupatmyboyfriend’shouseandIgetallthethingsI

boughtfromthegrocerystoreinthebootand

walkinafterunlocking.Istartpackingeverythingwhereit



shouldbewhilehummingamelody.Someone

speaksbehindmeandIjumpscared

Her‘’Olivia’’Iturnandlookwhoitisandit’shismother

Me‘’ohmyGod,Ididn’tknowtherewassomeonehere’’

Her‘’Icametotalktomyson,Ithoughthewouldbehomeby

now’’

Me‘’heisgoingtobehomelateactually’’

Her‘’Ishouldhavecalledbeforecomingthen’’shesaysandI

packawaythegrocerybag

Me‘’Iguessso’’

Her‘’hetoldmethatyoufoundoutthatNeoisyourmother’’

Me‘’Iguessthat’sjustgoingtomakeyouhatememorehuh’’

Her‘’ofcoursenotOlivia’’cometothinkofitwhyisthiswoman

socalmwithme

Me‘’okay’’

Her‘’sincewearebothinthesameroom,Iwouldliketo

apologizeforhowItreatedyouinthepast,I

wasnotovermyhusbandandyoulookedsomuchlikeNeothat

youremindedmeofwhatIlostIdidn’t



wanttolosemysontoagirlthatlookslikethewomanmy

husbandfellfor,nowIknowitallsounds

crazybuthonestlyIamsorry,IseethatyouandStevearein

loveandIwon’tbeapainforyoutwo,I

wanttohavearelationshipwithyou,wecantakeitslowgetto

knoweachother,afterallwebothlove

Steveandhewouldappreciateusgettingalong’’

Me‘’nottosoundungratefulbutwhynow’’shesmiles

Her‘’actuallywhyIcametoseeSteve,Ihaveaboyfriendandhe

mademerealizealotofthingsandI

wanttobeabetterpersonyouknow,allthisangerandhateI

washarboringwasn’tdoingmeanygood

andIamdonewiththatreally’’

Me‘’congratulation,youdeservesomehappinesstoohey’’

Her‘’thankyouOlivia’’

Me‘’canIofferyousomethingtodrink?’’

Her‘’let’shaveabottleofwineifyouhaveit’’

Me‘’comingrightup’’shesmilesandgoesbacktotheliving

room,SteveisgoingtobeshockedItellyou
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RAZOR

Ihatebeingrendereduseless,anduntilthisdamnscarhealsI

amtonotputstrainonmyselfandtomy

wifethattranslatedtokeephiminbedandtreathimlikealittle

baby,butIamnotcomplainingbecause

IgettohaveherasIpleaseandthenicestpartisthatshedoes

alltheworkherself,butIwilltellyouthe

truthImissgivinghersomestrokesmyself.Whensheisat

schoolIwalkaroundthehouseandluckily

mymotherinlawsaidshewillhelpmekeepmylittlesecret,the

othernicestpartaboutbeingathome

24/7isspendingtimewithmyson,andthechampisgrowing

upnowandmanhelookslikemeit’snot

evenfunny.TheisaknockonthedoorandIshoutcomeinand

GadafiwalksinwithMJinhisarms



Me‘’ohwhatalovelysurprise’’

G‘’youevenstartedtalkinglikeabitch’’Ilaugh

Me‘’howcanInotwhenIwatchsomanymoviesinhere’’

G‘’IseeSizahasyouonlockdown’’

Me‘’youdon’twanttoknow’’

G‘’thisroomisdifferent’’

Me‘’ohyeahsheworkedonitafterdoingthekitchen’’

G‘’thisusedtobemanlylookatitshowsthatyouaremarried

now’’Ismile

Me‘’yeahmawecomefarG’’

G‘’Isometimesdon’trememberhowitfeltbeingabachelor’’

Me‘’makesthetwoofusreally’’hesighsandshakeshishead

G‘’IcametotalktoyouaboutMoscow’’

Me‘’heisdeadright’’

G‘’Ievencrematedhim,Ididn’twanthimtoresurrect’’Ilaugh

Me‘’Iamhappytohearthatbrother’’

G‘’soItoldthecarteltotakeoverhisterritorysilently,cozno

oneknowsthatheisdead,plushenever



ranthingshimself,hisboyinjailtoldusallabouthisoperations

andwherehekeepshismoneysoItook

youITboysandtheymanagedtogetitallintooneaccount.He

toldmeaboutgirlsthatweremeantto

betraffickedandwerescuedthem,wellIwasn’tthere

personallybutIplanneditall,youwon’tbelieve

itRazorwegotabout200girlsandwomanagingbetween3

and35,theyweresupposedtobeshippeda

daybeforewerescuedthem.IfeltmyselfcreepImeanIama

fathertoalittlegirl,thatmonsterfuckit.

AnywayIdon’tevenknowwhattodowithhismoney’’

Me‘’that’seasysharewiththegirlsyourescued,andgivesome

tothefamiliesofthemanwekilledat

hishouseandalsothefamilyoftheoneinprison,Iknowhehas

alotofmoneysowecouldusesome

anddonatetocharities,buildthemnewhomewithalltheyneed

thentakealittleportionfromthatand

investittheylistwomanandgirlshomesasbeneficiariesso

theycanbeabletosurvivesinceweknow

peoplenolongerdonatethatmuch’’

G‘’brilliantideaman,thatwillgetmeoccupiedforawhiletill



therestaurantsfullybelongtous’’

Me‘’IcanalsohelpwhileIamstillinthiscondition’’

G‘’okaythenIwillemailyouthepinandaccountnumber’’

Me‘’yeahman’’MJstartseatinghishandsandmakesfunny

sounds

G‘’whatnowlittleman’’hesaysaskingthechampwho

continueswiththebabysounds

Me‘’heishungryIbetyou’’helaughs

G‘’letmegogethisbottlethen’’hehandshimtome

Me‘’okaymyboyuncleGisgettingyoubottlecozmommyis

goingtobehomemuchlatertoday,Ihope

shepumpedenoughforyou,cozifyourunoutyouaregoingto

crythishousedown’’

OLIVIA

Stevejustgothomefromhismother’splace,Ihaven’tmanaged

totellhimabouthismomapologizing

tome,hehasbeensobusytryingtogethiscompanyoffthe

groundnormallywhenhegetshomehe



tellsmeallaboutitsoitskippedmymind,Ihadjustfinished

takingashowerandhetoldmenottocook

cozhewillbringtakeaway,andthankGodforthatcozsishada

longdayatschool,cookingwasthelast

thingonmymind.Isitonthecouchandflipthroughthe

channels;hejoinsmeandsighsdeeplythenputshisheadonmy

lap.

Me‘’longday’’

Him‘’adayfromhellmylove’’

Me‘’didyoumanagetogotoSARS’’

Him‘’yesbabe,Imanagedtofinisheverything’’

Me‘’everythingisgoingaccordingly’’

Him‘’youcansaythatagainlove’’

Me‘’IthinkIalreadyhaveyourfirstclient’’hesitsupandlooks

atmeintheeye

Him‘’whoisthat’’

Me‘’myuncleGandNtombi,theyaregoingtobebuyinga

chainofrestaurants.Heaskedmetohelpso

Iamreferringyoutohim,heislookingtorebrandthemwith



time,andhewantsacompanythatwill

alsodealwithhisPR,andyouaretheperfectmanforthatlove’’

Him‘’whatLivbabethatishugelove.ExactlywhatIneedtoget

itofftheground,nowIhavemysisters

companyandthisinthebag,Iamreadytoroll’’

Me‘’yousurearebabe’’

Him‘’Icouldn’thavedoneallofthiswithoutyouHun;IknowI

havealwaysdreamtofowningmyown

marketingandPRcompanybutIjustkeptonputtingitoff.

Thankyouforpushingmebabe’’

Me‘’thankyoufornotseeingthatasmeputtingpressureon

you,Iwanttobuildwithyoubabe,Iwant

tocreatewealthforourchildrenyouknow’’henods

Him‘’Icouldn’thavechosenabetterpartnerbabe’’Ikisshim

Me‘’haibabeIforgottotellyou’’

Him‘’thissoundsliketheperfectMgozi’’Ilaugh

Me‘’youhavenoidea’’

Him‘’outwithitlove’’Iclapmyhands

Me‘’yourmomhasaboyfriend’’helaughsandhighfivesme



Him‘’Iknowshetoldmetoday,Ihaveneverbeensoshocked,

poorguyhedoesn’tknowmymom

shame,butbabyhowdidyouknowthis’’

Me‘’shewashere2daysago,forgottomentionit,sheeven

apologizedtomeforbeingsomeaninthe

past,sheexplainedwhyshewaslikethattowardsme’’

Him‘’mymomapologize,areyousure’’Igiggle

Me‘’weevenhadwineandshetoldmeaboutherboyfriend’’

Him‘’okaythisisshocking,shedidn’tevenmentionthistome’’

Me‘’sheaskedthatwehavearelationshipsincesheisaware

howseriousweare’’

Him‘’doyouthinkweshouldtrusther’’Ilaugh

Me‘’bathongbaby,sheisyourmomIhavetobeaskingyou

that’’heshakeshishead

Him‘’Iloveher,sheismymotherbutIdon’ttrustherfornow,

whynowallofasudden’’

Me‘’peoplecanchangebaby’’

Him‘’let’sgiveherthebenefitofdoubtlove,butvigilantalso’’

Me‘’Iamallforthatthen’’

Him‘’Ijusthopeshemeanswhatshesaidtoyou’’Ishrugmy



shoulders

3monthslater

MBUSO

Mymotherhasbeennaggingmeformonthsandmonthsshe

hasstartedtoreallyannoymeifitwasn’t

forThandiweIwouldhavegottenarestrainingorderagainst

her.everythinghasbeengoingwellwith

forus,hecompanyhasstartedemployingmorepeopleasshe

getsmorecontractsnow,Iamsoproud

ofher,shemanagestotakescareofmeandkids,makesurethe

houseiswellranandsheleadsher

companyprettywell,andshealsoperformswellatschoolI

couldn’thavebeenblessedwithasuper

woman.Iamatworkpreparingtogoonmylunchbreaksoonas

Ibalancethesenumbers.Ifinally

crunchthemandemailtomysuperiorwhorespondswitha

thumbsupafterabout15minutes,Isigh



andstandbutmyphonerings,it’sRefiloe,Irollmyeyes

Me‘’helloRefiloe’’

Her‘’Mbusoyouneedtocometothehospitalrightnowplease’’

Me‘’hospitalwhat’sgoingonismydaughterokay’’shecries

Her‘’justpleasegettoHarmonymedicalcenter’’shehangsup

andIrushoutlikeabullet,atleastmy

officeisnotfarfromthehospital,Igetthereandparkmycar.I

amtryingtokeepcalmbutsomethingis

tellingmethatmydaughterisintrouble,Igetinandthenurse

tellsmetowaitinthewaitingroomwith

themotherofthechild,Igetinthereandsheiscrying

Me‘’Refiloe’’Isayandshelooksupwhensheseeit’smeshe

rushestomeandattacksmewithahug

Her‘’ohMbusoyoumadethankGod’’

Me‘’whatthehellisgoingon’’shecontinuescryinginmyarms

annoyingmecozIdon’tknowwhatis

happeninghere,Iremoveherfrommeandholdhershoulders

Me‘’speaknow’’shesniffs

Her‘’IamsorryMbuso,butLwethufellfromtheflightofstairs’’



Me‘’whathowdidthathappen,didn’tyoubabyproofthestairs’’

Her‘’IdidbutMphathicamethrough’’

Me‘’waitwhatdoesMphathihavetodowithanyofthis’’she

fondleswithherfingersandIroar

Her‘’okayokay,thetruthisMphathiandIareinarelationship,

hecamethroughtothehouseand

openedthebabyproofgate,LwethuandIwereinherplayroom,

MphathiandIhadfoughtearliersothe

argumentjuststartedalloveragain,hestartedbeingphysical

withmeanditscaredLwethu,wewere

nowbythestairs,shestartedcryingobviouslyscared,Mphathi

wasjustintheheatofthemomentso

hejustpushedherandsherolleddownthestairs’’Ifeltmy

headspin

Me‘’thatbastardlaidahandonmychild,hehasthenerve,Iam

goingtokillhimIswear,whereismy

babygirlRefiloe’’shestartedcrying

Me‘’stopwiththisshitandtellmewheremychildis’’shewas

abouttosaysomethingandthedoctor

walkedin,itwasjustusinthewaitingroomsoIguesshecame

tokeepusposted



Dr‘’Thandolwethu’’Inod‘’wellwedidanMRIscanandIdon’t

knowhowbutyourdaughter’sbrainand

spineareclear,sheonlyhasacutonherforeheadandwegave

herstitchesforthat,shewillhealsoon,

thenshebrokeanarmwhichwillhealinacoupleofweeks,you

babygirlisluckybutIwouldliketokeep

herhereforafewdaysjusttolookatthathand’’

Me‘’thankyousomuchdoctor’’

Dr‘’Iwillsendanursetotakeyoutoheroncesheisinherroom

okay’’wenodandhewalksaway

Her‘’ohthankGodsheisokay’’

Me‘’youandyourboyfriendalmostkilledmychildRefiloeyou

don’tgettothankGod’’

Her‘’Mbusopleaselet’snotdothisnow’’Ilookatherandshake

myhead

Me‘’youdisgustmeRefiloe’’Isayandwalkouttogetsome

freshairandtocallmybosstoexplainthatI

needafewdaysofftobehereformygirl

SIZA



Ijustboughtmylunchatcampuscafeteria,ithasbeenalong

dayandIjustwanttogethomeandkiss

mybabyboy,snugglewithhimandgivehimendlesskisses.He

hasgrownsomuchcan’tbelievethathe

hasbeenwithusfor6months,GodheisamazingIswearbeing

hismomiseverythingandit’sfulfilling

ineverywaypossible.Iopenmylunchandthesmellsendsme

offimmediatelyGodIcan’t,Iquickly

closethecontainer,andjusthaveadrinklookingatmyphone,I

comeacrossapregnancypostandI

freeze,ohnononothisisnothappening,Ican’tbe,meno

impossible,butMoandIhavebeenatitand

nocondomandthepullouthepromiseddidn’thappen.Tears

justcomeandIquicklywipethem.Ipack

mythingsandheadtomycar,Istopbythepharmacyandbuy3

pregnancytestsfromdifferentbrands,

it’saround2pmandIknowmyhusbandisattheofficesoI

drivethereandgetit

Me‘’helloismyhusbandin’’IaskhisPA



Her‘’Mrs.Motaung,yesheisin’’shesayspolitely,sheisno

longerrude

Me‘’thankyou,pleaseholdoffanycallthatisnoturgent’’she

nodsandIgetinhisofficeheisreading

somefile

Him‘’andIgetavisitfrommybeautifulwife’’

Me‘’thisisnotasocialcallMolemo,it’sapanicvisit’’helaughs

Him‘’what’sgoingonbabe’’heremoveshisglassesandstands

Me‘’iamyettofindouttoo’’

Him‘’thenwhyareyoupanickingSoft’’

Me‘’cozifit’strueIwanttokillyoumyself’’

Him‘’whatdidIdonow’’Iholdoutmyhandandgotohis

bathroomandpeeonall3sticksandwalkout

alreadysettingthetimer,Iplacethetestsontopoftheirboxes

onhisdeskandhiseyeswiden

Him‘’whatisthis?’’

Me‘’yesMolemopregnancytests’’hesmiles

Him‘’youmeanwehaveanotherbabyinthere’’Isighcozthis

manisactuallyexcitedLordHelpme

Me‘’thisisnotgood,babeMJisonly6months’’



Him‘’butbabyitdoesn’tmeanhewon’tgrowifwehave

anotherbaby’’

Me‘’youdon’tgetitlove,Ijustgavebirthandalreadywith

anotherchild’’hesmiles

Him‘’Godworksinmysteriouswayslove’’Ishoothimadeath

stare

Me‘’IamtheonewhohastoshareherbodyagainMolemoit’s

notallrosy’’Isay

Him‘’IwouldifIcouldyouknowthat’’thetimergoesofandhe

takesonetestsandItaketwo,hestarts

laughingandpunchingtheair,Iamsittingtherefeelinglikethe

worldiscomingtoanend

Him‘’thisisthebestnewsIhavereceivedallday’’

Me‘’mylifeisover’’hegigglesandcomesaroundtomysideand

kneelsdown

Him‘’Iknowthatthisisn’ttheidealtime,butyoualwaystellme

thateverythinghappensforareason,

Godknowswhyheisgivingusyetanothergiftsoearlylove,

thisisanexcitingtimeinourlife,weare

marriedandwehaveanamazingbabyboy,nowwearewaiting

foranothermemberofourfamily’’



Me‘’lookathowhappyyoulook’’

Him‘’that’sbecauseIamSiza,havingchildrenwithyoumean

theworldtome,behappywithme’’

Me‘’IamstillshockedMo,givemesometimeplease’’

Him‘’let’sgohomeandtellourboyheisgoingtobeabig

brothersoon’’

Me‘’hewon’tunderstandathing’’hegigglesandplacesahand

onmybelly

Him‘’heyyouinthere,Iamexcitedtoknowthatyouarein

therebaby,daddyisjustexcitedlet’sgotell

yourbigbrotheraboutyou,IswearyoursisterOliviaisgoingto

gocrazyoveryou.Keeponbakingin

thereandpleasebegentlewithherMJmadehercrazy’’Ismack

hisboldheadandwebothchuckle.I

knewweweregoingtohavemorekidsbutthisisscaryIwon’t

lieIamscared,mymomyohsheisgoingtofreak

Noedits

Wealmostdonewiththestoryandwewillstartwithanother

one

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS



CHAPTER151

THANDIWE

Igothomeandstartedwiththedinner,theladythathelps

aroundthehouseandwiththekidswasnot

feelingtoogoodsoItoldhertohaveanearlynightandIwill

takecareofdinner,Iwenttotheroomshe

occupiesatthebackofthemainhouseandgavehersomemeds,

ifshewakesupthesameIwilltake

hertothedoctor.IfinishpreparingthefoodandMbusoisnot

yethome,thisisunlikehim,henormally

getshomebeforemeandifheisgoingtobelateheletsme

know,Itakemyphoneanddialandittakes

mestraighttovoicemail,thisissonotlikehim,Iamgetting

worriednow,Idishupforeveryoneandput

hisfoodintheoven,oncethekidsfinisheatingIbaththemand

tuckthemin,whenIgettothelounge

thedooropensandhewalksin,Isighinrelief



Me‘’ohthankGodyouareokay’’hesmiles

Him‘’IamsorryfornotcallingMaDlamini’’

Me‘’whathappened?’’

Him‘’Lwethuisinhospital’’Iquicklymakemywaytohim

Me‘’whathappened?Issheokay?’’hetakesmyhandandgo

andsitdownandheexplainswhat

happenedandIwon’tlieIamshocked

Me‘’ohmyGodpoorbabygirl,howcouldMphathidothat’’

Him‘’Iamdefeated,mybrotherhatesmesomuchthathe

wouldhurtmydaughter’’

Me‘’heisasickmanreally’’

Him‘’Refiloeisjustequallyunbelievable’’

Me‘’wasn’tyourbrothergettingmarried’’heshrugshis

shoulders

Him‘’Ithoughtsotoobabe’’

Me‘’yazinthat’snonofourbusinessourconcernis

Thandolwethu’’

Him‘’Iwantustodiscusssomethinglove’’Inod

Me‘’Iamlistening’’



Him‘’IwanttotakefullcustodyofLwethu,Iknowit’sgoingto

bealotonyoubutIcan’ttrustRefiloe

withmydaughteranymore’’

Me‘’Mbuso,yourdaughtercanneverbealot,babeyou

welcomedmychildrenandyouloveandtreat

themasiftheyareyourown,andIloveLwethutoohavingher

staywithswouldbeniceandthekids

willbesohappytostayinonehouse,youknowNkanyiso

alwaysaskswhyleledoesn’tstaywithus,Ifull

agreewithyou,wemustgetherbeforesomethingmoreserious

happenstoher’’heislookingatme

withanexpressionIcan’ttell

Him‘’thankyoufornotmakingithardforme,Iappreciatethis

babe’’

Me‘’Iaminyourlifetomakethingseasylove’’hesmiles

Him‘’Ijustneedtoapplytocourt’’

Me‘’thatwouldbetakingthelongroutelove,justaskyour

lawyertodraftpapersthatsaysshegives

youfullcustodyofthechildandshewillhavevisitations’’

Him‘’shewillneveragreetothat’’



Me‘’IhatewhatIamgoingtosaybuttellherthatifshedoesn’t

signyouwillfileacaseofnegligence

andthelawwillgiveLwethutoyouandshewillnotevenhave

visitationrights’’

Him‘’makessensebabe,letmetalktomylawyerandlethimlay

downthelawjargonsthatwillfavor

us’’Ipeckhislips

Me‘’wewillgoseeLwethufirstthinginthemorning’’

Him‘’thankyouThandiwe,yoursupportmeanseverythingto

me,Iloveyouokay’’Ismile

Me‘’andIloveyoutoo’’

MERCY

Iwon’tlieprisonisnochild’splay,thisplacewilleithermakeor

breakyouandinmycaseItookthe

decisionthatitisgoingtomakeme,Ihadtostopusingdrugs

andGoditwasthehardestthingIhave

everhadtodo,Ihadtorehabilitatemyselfandthefactthat

drugsareeasilyaccessibleinheremade



everythingharder,butIhadtofindmywillpower.Irealized

everywrongthatIhavedoneinthepast

andIacceptedthatIshouldbehere,Ikilledpeopleandthatisa

punishablecrime,Iunderstandwhymy

fathermadeitimpossibleformetoappealmycase,Ihadto

learnthatlifeisnotabedofrosesandit’s

painfulthatIhadtobelockeduptoseethat,atthebeginningI

hatedmyfatherandeveryoneelsefor

thatmatterbutastimewentbyIhadtorealizethatitismy

actionsthatmadethemactlikethat

towardsme.Isawthatmyfatherlovesmecozhemadesure

thatIamtakencareofinhere,theguards

arelikemybodyguardsandIhaveacrewthatkeepsaneyeon

mefromfarsoIamallsafeandIwishto

thankhimforthat.Iwasinmycellwhentheguardcame

through

Her‘’Mercythewardenwantstoseeyou’’Istarttopanic

Me‘’whatdidIdo’’

Her‘’Idon’tknow,justgetupandlet’sgo’’shesaysandwe

makeourwaytotheoffice,whileother



prisonersscreamandscream,askingwhereIambeentakento.

wegettotheofficeandshetellsmeto

gorightahead,Iopenthedoorandsheissittingonthedesk

readingsomething

Me‘’morningwarden’’shelooksatmethroughherglasses

Her‘’pleasesit’’Idoasshesaysandsheremainssilentfora

coupleofminutesthenputsthefiledown

Her‘’right,Mercyyousendmeaproposalmonthsago’’Inod

Me‘’yesIdid’’

Her‘’ImanagedtotakealookatitandImustsayIam

impressed’’Ismile,Ievenforgotaboutthat,I

thoughtshereaditandthrewitoutaftershelaughed

Me‘’thankyouma’am’’

Her‘’welltheprisonhasbeenchaoticlately,theyfight,theydo

drugs,thesegangskilloneanother’’

Me‘’Ihavebeenaware’’

Her‘’sotellmehowyouplanonexecutingthisplan’’

Me‘’wellwarden,everyonehasadifferenttypeofpersonality

andfromthateveryonewillgettodo

whattheyloveanditwillkeepthemoccupied,somewillwantto



getintothefarmingproject,where

theywillplantvegetablesthatwewilluseinthekitchenorsell

tofundotherprojects,thentoavoidthis

warswecouldstartanetballtournamentwherethegangs

couldturnintoactualteams,Iplayednetball

andIcouldteamthemhowit’splayed,asyouhaveseenothers

lovefashionsowecouldinvestalittle

moneyinthatsowebuythemthematerialstodesignand

createtheirowngarmentsandmaybehave

fashionshowstoshowcasetheirworkpotentiallyselltheir

worktopeopleoutthere,Iwashopingto

alsostartwritingclassestothosewhoaregiftedinputting

wordstogether,thenthosewhocansingcan

startchoirsandwecanhaveaconcert.Otherideaswillcomeas

wego,Itwon’tbemuchbutitwillbe

enoughtogettheladiesbusyandtakethemawayfromdrugs

andviolence’’

Her‘’Iabsolutelylovethis,noinmatehaseverproposedsucha

beautifulconcept’’

Me‘’thankyou’’

Her‘’Iwillcallyouagainsoontoexecutethisoncethefundsare



ready’’

Me‘’Ireallyappreciateyougivingmethischancewarden,but

beforethatcanIpleasehaveameeting

willallofthemsowecantellthemthenewsandseehowthey

takeit’’

Her‘’goodideaMercy,Iwillorganizethatmaybetomorrow

afternoon,Ijustneedtohavemoreguards

onduty’’

Me‘’ifwepullthisthroughMercy,mostwomanincludingyou

willbelegibleforparole’’atearfalls,maybeIwasmeanttobe

inprisontohelpthesewomangettheirlivesinorder

MBUSO

ThandiweandIwokeupandpreparedthekidsforschool,we

didn’twanttotellthemaboutLwethuas

yet,ourhelperisnotfeelinganygoodsowedecidedthatwe

willdropheroffattheDrthenThandiwe

willUberforhertogobacktothehouse,Ididn’tsleepawink

lastnight,Iwaswonderingifsheisokay,

shemusthavebeensoscarednotseeingeitherofusthere,I



justprayshehadagoodnight,wefinally

finisheatingbreakfastandwedropoffthekidsfirstandthen

ourhelper,thedrivetothehospitalisnot

thatlong,wegetthereandfindRefiloealreadyinherroomwith

theDr

Her‘’goodmorning’’Thandiwesays

Dr‘’ohgoodmorning’’

Me‘’heyDoc’’

Ref‘’hello’’shesaysandIsitontheedgeofmydaughtersbad

andholdherfoot

Me‘’howwashernight’’

Dr‘’everythingisstilllookinggood,Iamgoingtotakeherforan

MRIaround11amandwecanseethat

westillclearinherbrainandspine’’

Her‘’thankGod,didshesleepthroughthenight’’

Dr‘’thenursessayshesleptthroughoutthenightbutwokeup

beforetheycouldchangeshiftsayingher

armispainful,theygavehersomesyrupforpainandit’salittle

strongerhenceitknockedherout’’



Me‘’mypoorbaby’’

Dr‘’sheisstrongandshewillbefineinnotime’’

Her‘’thankyoudoctor’’Refiloeisnotsayingaword,andthe

doctorwalksoutleavingthe3ofusand

thesleepingLwethu

Me‘’Refiloe’’

Ref‘’mmmhh’’shesayslookingupatme

Me‘’Iwantfullcustodyofmydaughter’’theshockonherface

Ref‘’noMbusopleaseyoucan’tdothatpleaseIbegyouitwasa

mistake’’

Me‘’howIamsupposetobelievethatthisisthefirsttimeyour

boyfrienddidthistomydaughter,he

mighthavedoneitbeforeandyoukeptquietbecauseshe

wasn’thurt,Iamnottrustingyouwithmy

daughteranymore’’

Ref‘’Mbusopleaseyouoncesaidthatyouwillnevertakemy

childfromme’’

Me‘’IthoughtyouwereadecentmotherandIregretthat’’she

wasnowcrying

Ref‘’pleaseMbuso’’Ishakemyhead



Me‘’Iwon’ttakeyoutocourtbecausetheywillgivemefull

custodyandnotallowyoutoseeherbutI

lovemydaughterenoughtonotkeepherawayfromyou,soI

willhavefullcustodyandyouhave

visitationrights’’

Ref‘’Thandiwepleaseaskhimtonotdothistomeplease’’

Me‘’youdon’tgettobegmygirlfriendtohelpyouRefiloe’’

Ref‘’it’snotfair’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whatisnotfairismydaughterlayingherbecauseofyour

stupiddecisions’’

Ref‘’IwilldobetterIswear’’

Me‘’Iwillhavethepapersforyoutosignsoonunlessyouwant

ustogotocourt’’

Ref‘’fortheloveweoncesharedpleasedon’tdothis’’

Me‘’thatloveisdead’’

Her‘’babylet’sgogetsomecoffeeplease’’Inodandstandup

butbeforewalkingoutIlookather

Me‘’tellyourboyfriendthatIwon’tbecomingafterhim;Iknow

hedidthisonpurposeandgettinghim

arrestedwillbeawasteofmytime.Hewon’tgetareactionout



ofme,hewillalwaysrunbehindmyass

andIwillnotgivethesatisfaction,justknowthatyoulostyour

daughterbecauseofyourboyfriend

SIZA

MolemoissoexcitedaboutthispregnancyandIamfreaking

outreallyIcan’tbelievethatinafew

monthsIwillbehavinganotherbaby,wewenttotheOB/GYN

andweare2monthspregnant,the

doctorlaughedsomuchandshemustthinkwearesexfreaks

really,justlikewhenIwaspregnantwith

MJthisonemakesmesicktoo,Ihavebeentryingsohardto

avoidmymothersoshedoesn’tsuspectme

butIamtiredofhidinginmyownhouse,ImeanIammarried

andmyhusbandissupportive,yesit

wouldhavebeenidealifwehadwaitedawhilebutithappened,

wehavetheresourcestoraiseour

childreninawarmandlovinghouse.IamfreakingIknowbut

thisnewlifeishereandGodtrustedme

enoughtomotherhimorherandIwillembracethat,It’sFriday



andIdecidedtonotgoanywherebut

straighthome,it’stimeIspoketomymomaboutthis,Ifound

outaweekagosoletmejustaddressthis

soIenjoycarryingmybaby,IgethomeandfindherfeedingMJ

whoisonhishighchair

Me‘’heybabyboy,lookatmommieslittlemaneatinglikethis’’I

saykissinghimalloverhisfaceandhe

gigglesandflashesmehistoothlesssmile

Ma‘’stopbuyinghimsquashflavorhehatesit’’Ilaugh

Me‘’justlikehisfather,Mohatesit’’

Ma‘’howwasyourday’’

Me‘’justokayma,thanks,canwehaveawordplease’’

Ma‘’okayletmetakethistothesinkIamcoming’’shegoesto

thekitchenandItakemysonfromthe

chairandwesitdownwaitingonma,whocomesbackwitha

glassofwine,Ilaugh

Me‘’thathagirl’’

Ma‘’youarehomesoImightaswellenjoymyFriday’’

Me‘’doyouboo,andprettysureyouaregoingtoneed



somethingstronger’’

Ma‘’IhearIfear,khulumaSizakele’’Isigh

Me‘’somamaaweekagoIwasn’tmyselfsoIdecidedtotests

myself’’

Ma‘’yinuyagula(areyousick)’’Ishakemyhead

Me‘’nomama,Iamjustpregnant’’

Ma‘’Sizakele,pregnantagain’’

Me‘’IknowmamaIdidn’tplanthis’’

Ma‘’SizaMJisonly6monthssisi,heistooyoung’’

Me‘’Ialsoknowthatmama,itjusthappened’’

Ma‘’Ididn’tjusthappenSiza,youdidn’taccidentallyfallontop

ofMolemo,Itoldyoutootobecareful’’

Me‘’maitwashard,wetried’’

Ma‘’Sizakele,thisiswhitepeopletendencies’’Ilaugh

Me‘’haibomamathat’sjustwrong’’hegulpsherwinedown

Ma‘’kodwankosiyam.Haveyoutoldyourhusbandaboutthis’’

Me‘’heisoverthemoon’’

Ma‘’ngiyamvumashame,Idon’tknowwhatmoretosaysisibut

youaremarriedandyourhusbandis



thereforyou,afterallchildrenareablessing’’

Me‘’theytrulyaremama’’

Ma‘’kodwanawemntanam’’shelaughsandclapsherhands

Me‘’IamjustgladthatIdon’thavetoavoidyouanymore’’

Ma‘’howfaralongareyou?’’

Me‘’2monthsand2weeksin3days’’

Ma‘’atleastyouaredone’’

Me‘’Istillwantonemore’’shestandsupclappingherhands

shockedandIburstoutlaughing

Ma‘’Igiveup,Iwouldn’tputitpastyouandyourhusbandyou

couldgetpregnantbeforegivingbirth,youarejustrabbits,Iam

goingtogetmybottleofwinengiyeza"Ichuckle

Me"aowkodwamama"

Noedits

SIZAS’TRIBULATIONS

CHAPTER152

THANDIWE



3YEARSLATER

LookingbackatmylifeIneverthoughtIwillbethishappyand

demonfree,nowIappreciateallIhave

beenthroughbecauseinawayithasshapedmeintowhoIam

today,Ihadtoendureallthepainso

thatIcanmyway,Iamhonestlythehappiestwomaninthe

worldnotcomparingmylifetoanyone,

MbusoandIhavebeenthroughsomuchtogetherandevery

minuteofitamazingenough,westill

decidedtostayunmarriedanditworksforus,Ithinkafterour

experiencesweviewmarriage

differently.Wehaveraised3ofthekidswellandIswear

LwethuandKayisearetwinsandtheyfrustrate

mysonalldayeverydaybeingabigbrotherissomethingelse

buttheyloveeachotherandthatis

enoughforus.EachdayIpray,IthankGodfirstbeforeasking

anythingbecausehehasbeenamazingto

meandmyfamily.IfinishputtingonmyshoesandMbuso

entersourbedroom



Him‘’Ithinkwearereadyforthatchildnow’’Ilaugh

Me‘’whynowbabe’’Iasksmiling

Him‘’areyouhearingyourdaughtersabusingNkanyisointhere,

theyaremonsters’’

Me‘’whyaretheystillinhisroomthough’’

Him‘’theysayhepromisedtoteachthemagameonplay

station’’

Me‘’ohGodmypoorbaby’’

Him‘’sowhatdoyousay,wehaveanotherbaby?’’

Me‘’forbalancesakeyesweshould,andIamhopingforaboy

forNkanyiso’ssake’’

Him‘’Lordhearusplease’’Ismile

Me‘’whattimeisitbabe’’

Him‘’it’s5minutesafter5babe,finishupweshouldgetgoing

maDlamini’’

Me‘’Ijustneedtoapplysomelipstick’’

Him‘’thatgivesmesometimetostealsomekissesthen’’

Me‘’opportunist’’

Him‘’youaresimplyirresistiblebabe’’Iblush



Me‘’soareyou,andyoulookamazinginthattux’’

Him‘’Imightcharmaladyortwoofftheirheelstonightmos’’I

givehimalook

Me‘’doyouwantmetogodownformurderortwo’’helaughs

Him‘’andwhowillhelpmeraisethesehotheads’’Iburstout

laughing

Me‘’theyaretoomuchsometimesthesechildrenne’’henods

Him‘’sometimesIjustwanttotakeyouandwerunforitjust

runaway’’Igiggle

Me‘’feelingismutualbutIcan’timaginemylifewithoutthem

atall’’

Him‘’youandmebothbabe’’hesayspullingmetohimand

kissesmeoutofmymind

Him‘’MaDlaminiwam,Iappreciateyoulove,youhavebeenthe

bestpartnertomeandthemost

amazingmothertomychildren,ifIknewthatwhatIwent

throughinmylife,thedarkestdayswemeant

tomoldandpreparemeforyouthenIappreciateeachand

everytearandpainthatIwentthroughto

findmyselfatthatretreatcenter,Iamgoingtoloveyouforthe

restofmylifebabe,Iamgoingto



alwaysthankGodforleadingustoeachother,youknowpainas

muchasIdothat’swhyIknowmy

heartissafeinyourhands,maywegrowoldandgrayand

crustyandshittogether’’Ilaughandsmile

Me‘’aftersayingsuchbeautifulwordstomeyougoskrrskrr

butIloveyoubabekakhuluyezwa’’

Him‘’ngiyezwasthandwasamandngiyazi’’Iblushandhegives

meawarmhug.

Me‘’letmefinishupbeforewearelate’’

OLIVIA

IjustputonmydressmakingsurethatIdon’tspoilmymakeup

andhair,Imustadmitthisgirldolledme

uprealgood,eventhoughIlooklikeafatpigGosh,ohyesIam

pregnant,7monthstobeexactandit

hasbeenthemostexcitingtimeinmylife,whenwefoundout

Stevenwassoexcited,Ihaveneverseen

likethatevenwhenhiscompanytookoff,wehavebeenliving

togetherfulltimefor5monthsnowcoz

hepaidlobolaandmyfatherwasoverthemoon,apparentlyhe



neverthoughtthatIwouldeverget

marriedorbecomeamother,IwastoldtonotabuseStevebut

tomydefensethefiancésaidit’sexactly

whyhefellheadsoverheelsinlovewithme.Mymotheronthe

otherhandthoughtthatmaybeweare

gettingmarriedbecauseofthechildbutIassuredherthatwe

hadtheconversationevenbeforewe

foundoutaboutthebabyandthat’swhenherexcitementgrew.

TodayisSiza’sbirthdayandmydadhas

plannedahugebirthdaypartyforherGodthewayIamso

excitedyouwouldswearit’smyparty,Noni

istheonewhodidthedécor,bythewaywenowhaveagood

relationship,withtheirmothertoo,turns

outshewasbeingsincerewhensheapologizedtomeyearsago,

meandherareveryclose,IswearI

wouldn’tfalldowninherpresence,sheismotherhen.Itakemy

bagandwalkdownstairsandmyfiancé

isdrinkingbeer,hisshoesareoffandhehashisfeetonmy

coffeetablewatchingsoccer

Me‘’bathongbabe’’



Him‘’youweretakingforeverinthere’’

Me‘’that’sbecauseIamawhalebecauseofyourchildwhatdid

youexpectthough’’

Him‘’Itoldyoutostopcallingyourselfawhalebabe,youlook

perfect’’

Me‘’that’sjustyoutryingtomakemefeelbetteraboutmyself’’

Him‘’ifIdon’twhowill’’Iblush

Me‘’don’tmakemeblush,justputyourshoeson’’

Him‘’westillhaveanhourbeforethepartystarts’’

Me‘’IwantustostartbyMcDonaldssoIcanhaveaburgerI

don’twanttobeeatingliketomorrow

doesn’texistinfrontofpeopleImustbeprimandproperthe

cameramightcatchmestuffingmyface

withfood’’helaughsandgetsupthendisappearstothekitchen

andcomesbackwithmyfood

Me‘’whendidyougotomcD’’

Him‘’technologybabe,IorderedonMrDfoodsIknewyouwere

goingtocryhunger’’Ithrowthe

cushionathimandhelaughs

Me‘’that’sveryconsiderateofyoubabethankyou’’



Him‘’comesitdownandgivemybabyhersnack’’Ismileathim

andsitdownravishingthispoorburger

Me‘’ahhandithitthespot’’

Him‘’needaminuteorshouldwego’’

Me‘’ismylipstickokay?’’

Him‘’youcangoapplyitagain’’hesaysandIgobythemirror

intheloungeandreapplyit

Me‘’okaythenwecanleavebabe’’Isayandhetakesmybag

andhiscarkeysthenwewalkout,helocksthedoorandhe

opensmydoorandIgetitandhegoestohissideandstarts

theengine,wedrivetothelocationandIamsoexcited.

RAZOR

Idon’tknowhowtothankGodfortheblessingsoflife,hehas

blessedmebeyondmeasure,thepast3

yearsofmylifehavebeennothingbutamazing.2yearsagoI

receivedanenvelopeanditwasfromthe

prisonwhereMercyisservinghersentence,Iwasshockedreally

cozshehasnevertriedtomake

contactwithme,whenIopeneditIfoundaletterwhereshe



wasthankingmeandapologizingforall

shehasdoneIwasleftshocked,theseconddocumentIgotin

therewasaproposal,sheisheading

projectsinjailandtheyneededfundingcoztheprisondidn’t

havemuchIshedatearcozfinallyshewas

becomingawomanIalwaysdreamtshewouldbebutitpains

methatithadtobeinprison,fromthenI

havebeenfundingitandit’schangingalotofwoman’slives,

drugsandviolenceevendeathhave

droppedsignificantlysincetheprojectsstarted,sheisstill

servinghersentenceandeachtimeIwentto

seehershehasneveraskedmetohelphergetoutandIknew

fromtherethatshehaschanged.Onthe

otherhandOliviabecamethechartedaccountantshealways

wantedtobeandIgottheshockofmylife

whenshetoldmeshewaspregnantandwhenthatboysentme

aletteraskingforherhand,Oliviaisa

hotheadIkindofthoughtshewouldnevergetmarriedbutthat

boyishermedicineheknowshowto

dealwithherandIcouldn’thavebeenanyproud,thenthereare

mytworatswhoareayearapartand



drivingmeandmywifeinsane,MolemoJuniorandhissibling

Katlego,yeswewereblessedwith

anotherboyandhisarrivalbroughtmorewarmth,loveand

happinessinourhome.mydreamofhaving

asonmultipliedandInowhavetwoandIwilldieahappyman

somedayknowingverywellthatIhave

son’sthatwillcarrymysurname.TodayImywife’sbirthdayand

earlieronthefourofuswentoutto

spendthedaytogetherasafamilyandIplannedapartyforher

andshedoesn’tknowaboutit,

accordingtoherwearehavingaprivatedinnerwithfamilyand

closefriends,thesurpriseIhaveforher

willshockher,Ijusthopeshedoesn’tfaint.Wearedonegetting

nowwearehavingaproblemgettingthesetwotosleep,their

nannyisdownstairsbuttheywantedustoreadthemabed

timestory,wellMJdidcozheisthebossandspokesperson

Soft‘’andtheylivedhappilyeveraftertheend’’Ilookatmy

son’sandKatlegohasdriftedofftolalaland

butnotthebigbrother

Me‘’IamtakingKatlegotohiscribandyoubetterbeasleep



whenIgetback’’Isaypickinguphimup

andgoingtohisnursery,Ituckhiminandswitchoffthelight

thengobacktoMJ’sbedroom.Heissiting

uprightandtalkingtohismom,Isigh

MJ‘’mommyIjustdon’tunderstandwhyyouareleavingme

andmylittlepoppopsalone’’

Soft‘’butbabyPreciousisheretolookafteryouboys’’

MJ‘’Idon’twanttostaybehind’’

Soft‘’youdon’thaveachoicebaby,mommyanddaddyare

goingtowhereonlygrownupsareallowed’’

MJ‘’youcanhidemethen’’

Me‘’thewillbepoliceofficeofficerstheretoarrestunderage

kidslikeyourself’’

MJ‘’butIamolderthanKatlego’’Sizasighs

Me‘’yesyouarebutyouarestillunderage’’

MJ‘’Mommyisthattrue’’hesayslookingathismom

Soft‘’yesbabyit’strue,Molemojustsleeppleasewearelate’’

MJ‘’canIhaveacupcakethenIwillsleep’’

Soft‘’youknowwhatMoheisyourson,negotiatewithhim

afterallyouarethelawyerhetakesafter



you’’Ineedtobefirmnow

Me‘’ifyoudon’tsleeprightnow,Iamgoingtotakeallyourtoys

andgivethemtoJoshandeveryother

kidatschoolandIwilltakeKatlegoonlytogoldreefcity’’his

eyespop

MJ‘’goodnightdaddy,Iloveyou’’hesaysputtinghisheadon

thepillowandclosinghiseyesIsmile

Me‘’goodnightboyIloveyoutoo’’Ikisshisforeheadandwalk

outswitchingoffthelight,thischild

SIZA

Iamlateformyownbirthdaydinnerbecauseofmyson,MJ

likestonegotiateandonlyhisfathercan

dealwithhimwhenheislikethatyouwouldswearheisnot3,

soInormallyleavehimtobethebad

cop,andtheismysweetbabyKatlego,heistheoppositeofhis

brotherthatoneIwishhecangrowup

likethatreally.Wearedrivingtowherethedinneris;Iamon

myphonetheentiretime,thecarfinally

slowsdownandIlookupandrealizeweareatthehospital,I



shoothimalookandhelaughs

Him‘’Mandlajustneedsmetosignadocumentthatisneeded

firstthinginthemorning,heleftitwith

thenightshiftmatron’’Irollmyeyes

Me‘’okaybabe,bequick’’

Him‘’comewithmesotheycanseeIaminahurry’’

Me‘’noMolemomydress’’

Him‘’babepleasecome’’Isighandgetoutofthecar,Iam

confusedwhenhetakesmypursebutdecide

tolethimbe,hedoesn’tleadmetothereceptionentrancebut

wegotothesideoftheconference

room,whatthehell

Me‘’wearesupposedtogothatwaybaby’’

Him‘’shesaidIwillfindherintheconferencecenter’’

Me‘’wearealreadylatebecauseofyoursonnowthisagain

comeonnow’’Isayandhejustkissesmy

hand

Him‘’wewillgettherebabecomedown’Isighandhepushed

thedoorandwewalkfurtherinthe



conferenceroomislitandIwonderwhatthatwomanisdoing

inthatbigroomalone,hegesturesmeto

walkinfirstandIdo

Voices‘’SURPRISE’’peopleshoutandIjumpalittleandlook

aroundandseeourfamilyandfriends,the

roomisdecoratedandlookselegantGod,Ilookatmyhusband

andhehasasmileonhisface,the

waitresscomesandhandsuschampagne.

Me‘’Iknewsomethingwasoffwithyou’’

Him‘’happiestbirthdaymywife’’hesaysandgivesmeakiss,

peoplestartsinginghappybirthdayandI

don’tknowwhattodoatthatmomentMoleadsmetoour

tableandwesit,mymotherandmysisters

comeandhugmefollowedbyaheavilypregnantLivandSteve

theneveryoneelsewhoisclosetome

Liv‘’helloeveryonethosewhodon’tknowmemynameisOlivia

andIamyourMCfortonightand

thankyouforcomingthroughtocelebratemybestfriend’s

birthdaywithus,sheisnotjustafriendto

mebutsheisasisterandastrongwomanwhogavebirthtomy

littlebrothers,happiestbirthdaybabe



andmaythegoodlordcontinuetoblessyouwithmanymore’’

shegoesonandonandmymogivesa

speechthatleavesmeintears,thenMandlagivesaspeechtoo

thenacolleagueofmine,theniswasmyhusbandnext

Him‘’InormallyhavesomuchtosayaboutmywifeandtodayI

amjustfailingtoexpressmyfeelingcoz

it’salot,fromthedayIfirstlaidmyeyesonherIknewshehad

tobemineandGodsawmyheartand

blessedmewithherandyearslaterwearestillverymuchin

loveandblessedwithtwoboys,mylife

beforeyoulovewasjustdullbutyoucameandchangedmefor

thebetterandyoubroughtthislight,

warmth,peaceandhappinesswithyou,wehavebeenthrough

somuchbutIwouldn’twanttogo

throughitwithanyonebutyoualloveragain,youhavealways

beenmystrengthandpillarandwithyou

IknowIcanfightitallandcomeoutvictorious.Iknowwhen

yougraduatedIdidn’tgiveyouanything

andthat’sbecauseyourgiftwasstillbeingworkedon,sotoday

Iwillgiveittoyouasbothagradand

birthdaypresent.MybeautifulwifeIknowthatyoulovebeinga



Drandyoulovehelpingpeoplewithall

yourhearthenceIdecidedtogiftyouthishospitalbabycome

here’’IstandshockedwithtearsstreamingdownmyfaceIcan’t

believethis,whenIgetonstageheholdsmetightlettingme

cryforawhileIcouldn’tbelievehewouldgivemethiskindof

Gift,IletGoofhimandhewipesmytearscareful

nottoruinmymakeup

Him‘’thereisonemorething,Irenamedit,thishospitalwillno

longerbecalledHarmonymedical

center,butSiphepheloDlaminiMemorialhospital’’myhands

movetomymouthandatthispointthe

joyinmyheartwouldn’tletmeshedatear,Ipullhimintoahug

andthenkisshim,theguestsarestill

applaudingandpeoplearestillshockedatthisgiftandsoamI.

hegivesmetheplatform

Me‘’Idon’tknowwhattosaybutIknowIhavetothankGod

andgivehimallthepraise,Ihadarough

starttolifeandmotherhood,IneverthoughtIwouldmakeit

outfromwhereIcamefrombutIdid,I

wasnevereasybutwhenGodhasdestinedyouforsomething

nothingcanbeabarrierinyourpath,



mostofyouwonderwhoSiphephelois,sheismyangel,myfirst

child,shediedyearsagoatage7and

herdeathhasneverbeeneasyonmeIhavejustlearnedtolive

withthepain,andwhatmyhusbanddid

formeishuge,hehasensuredthatmydaughtersmemorylives

foreverandIwilleternallybegrateful

forthat,Idon’twanttosayalotIjustwanttosaytoeveryone

herethattrustinGodandhistiming.

Thankyoutomyhusbandforbeingthemostamazinghusband

andfriendtome,Iamthemostblessed

womantohavebeenmadefromhisrib,yourloveandsupport

Molemoisoutofthisworld,peoplelook

atusandthinkwearetooperfectbutIdon’tblamethem

becausealovesopureisnotexperiencedby

everyoneandIunderstandthatit’seasytojudgeandcriticize

whatyoudonotknow.Thankyouforour

beautifulboyswhobetrayedmeandlookedexactlylikeyou,

thankyouforhonoringmylatedaughter

andIhopehersoulisrestingisperfectpeace.Tomylovely

familyandfriendsthankyouguysforthe

supportyouhaveshownme,forgrowingwithmeandwalking



thisjourneywithme.alongtheyearsmy

husbandhasensuredthatIhavethebestbirthdaysbutthis

yearbabyyououtdidyourselfthankyou

andIloveyouMolemoMotaungtoinfinityandbeyond,may

Godblessourunionandourfamily,thank

youguysforcomingtocelebratemybirthdaywithme,let’s

celebrate,eatdrinkandbemerry’’IgiveMo

akissandwewalkoffthedancetothetunetheDJisplaying

andtheguestsarealreadyontheirfeetdancing.

MynameisDrSizakeleMotaung,amother,awife,adaughter,a

sister,afriendanddoctorandthiswasmystory.

THEEND!!!!!!!!!!

Wewillbestartingwithanewstory,Iwilltellyouwhenbutit’s

soon,it’scalledFatherandSon:athinlinebetweenloveand

hate.






