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RATINGS

Introduction

MynameisFunekaMahlangu.Iam22YearsoldandiliveinPretoria..Iamtheonlychildtomy

parents,andilivewithmyFather.

Iusedtolivewithmymotherfulltime,butthenshemetherUntimelydeathwheniwas12theni

hadtomoveinwithmyFatherbecauseididn’tknowanysurvivingrelativesfrommymother’s

sideotherthanherbigsisterwhopassedonbeforemyMother..

MyMotherisSothohersurnameisLegaeandmyFatherisaNdebele,aftermymother’sDeath

myFatherchangedmysurnamefromLegaetohis..

Myfather’sfamilyhatesmealotespeciallyhismother.TheysaythatMymotherplayedmy

fathershewasahoeandtheydon’tbelievethatiammyFather’sdaughterbecauseiamlight

andtheyhaveadarkcomplexion.Theysayilooknothinglikemyfather..

ThatpainsmealotbecausemyFather’shealthisnotgood,hehadtoresignfromworkbecause

ofhisheartconditionbuttheCompanyheworkedforagreedtopayhimmonthlyasalaryof10

000for3Yearsbecausehehasworkedforthemforaverylongtime..

Thatmoneyisnothingtous,becausehalfofitgoestohismedicalbills.Myfatherconstantly

hastogototheDoctor..

Whenifinishedmatricihadtolookforajob,asmyfatherdidn’thavemoneytosendmeto

universityoracollegesoihadtofindajobandiworkatPicknpay..

It’snotajobthatpaysalotespeciallybecauseI’mparttime,IearnR2000amonthbutithelps

mewithalotofstaffthatineed..

Iliveinfeareveryday,thatwhatifmyFatherdies,what’sgonnabecomeofme?Moreespecially

becausehisFamilyputitouttomethattheyonlyToleratingmebecauseofmyFatherandthat

whenhepassesonthatwouldbetheendofme,theyevengonnaputmeoutofthehouse..

Youwilllearnmoreaboutmeaswegoonwithmystory..

IAMFUNEKAMAHLANGU,ANDMYSTORYBEGINSHERE.IHOPEYOUWILLENJOYIT.



******

Basedonreallifeevents,andinspiredby

NEVERFORGIVE,NEVERFORGET
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MyfatherhasaprostheticheartvalvewherehisTricupsidwas..Whathappenedisthatitgot

diseasedandthatledtohimtoalmostgettingaheartattack,sotosavehislifeanOpenheart

surgerywasdonetoremovethediseasedTricupsidandreplaceditwithanArtificial/Prosthetic

heartvalve..

Myfatherisalwaysattheriskofhavingheartfailure,oroneofhisheartvalvesElapsingtoosoi

alwaysmakesurethatwepreventsuchfromhappening…

Iboughthimthatsequelpillcontainerthat’swrittenMon-Sunitalwaysremindshimtotakehis

pills..

Ihavetotakeextracareofhim,afterallhistheonlypersoniHaveinthisworldandifsomething

couldhappentohimidon’tknowwhat’sgonnabecomeofme..

SothereiwasatworkMondaymorning.Iwashittingthe7:00-14:00shift..Iwasstandingclose

tothestovehittingupchipswheniheardsomeoneclappingtheirhandsnexttomyear..I

almostjumped,idonotlikethatatall.

IlookedatmyrightsideanditwasmyeverirritatingColleagueNtsako

Her:Areyoualrightgirl?

Me:I’mfine

Her:Arethechipsready?

Me:ibelieveso..

Itookthemout,andwenttopourthemonthatBrownandwhitedisposablepaperthatwason

thecounter..

Itwaspocketchips,andilookedatthereceiptthecustomerhadrequestedSalt,spice,and

mustard..TomysurpriseifoundmyselfpouringVinegar..

Me:Shoot!!

Ididn’tnoticethatmyManagerwaslookingatme,hewasstandingbehindthecounter..

Him:That’scomingoutofyourpay!



Me:ifiguredthatout!!

Iknewhewasjustpullingmyleg..Seeinthisfranchiseweareallfamily,welookoutforeach

otheratalltimes.It’snotafancyplacetoworkat,butit’salwayswelcoming..

Ntsako:Whydon’tyoujustcallouttheorders,I’lldothechips

Me:Thankyou

It’snotlikemetobesloppyatworkanddocarelessmistakes.Todaywasdefinitelynotoneof

mybestdays..

Iwasveryworriedaboutmyfather.Hewascoughingthewholenightyesterday,andtodayhe

wasstillinbedwhenileftwhichissoounlikehimbecausehisalwaysawakewhenileavefor

work..

Ontoday’sshift.Itwasme,Ntsako,andourcolleagueJaphtathenthemanager..

Ipickedoutonepacketofchipsandcalledouttheorderout

Me:Ordernumber6..

Wedidn’thavemuchcustomersasyet,ifwas9:00am

Theladycametocollectherchips,fromthatredlipstickandhowshewaschewingher

bubblegumprettymuchindicatedtomethatshe’sbringinginalotofattitude..

Her:Bonafela,iwaswaitingformychipsalmostthewholeday.Youreallyhavetodo

somethingwiththisslowservice

Whatisshetalkingabout??Weopenthedoorsat8:30anditwas9:00..Shedidn’tevenstand

forthatlong..

Igaveherthepacketofchipsandsheopenedthemrightthere..

Her:Akerewabona?Tomatosaucewhathappenedtoit?

Ilookedather..

Me:KonjesisiucelileukuthisifakeiTomatosauce??(didyourequestforustoaddtomato

sauce)

Shegavemeadeathstare,asiflikeshewasreadytomurderme..

Mymanagerkgabointervened..

Idon’tentertainfightsandarguments,butifyoucomeatmewithnonsenseiwillreact..

Kgabo:Sorrymam’iwillrectifythemistake



HetookthechipstoNtsako..IstoodtheretalkingtotheinnerMe:

“GetagriponFuni,youneedthisjob”

Kgabocametome…

Him:Whydon’tyougetsomefreshair,walkaroundtownfor30mingetsomethingtodrink..

Me:Kgabo

Him:iinsist

HetookoutR10Fromhispocketandgaveittome..

Me:Fine..Andthankyou

Itookthemoneyandwent..IwentstraighttopicknpayatCentralwalkboughtmesome

Energadethenwonderedaround…

ItookoutmyphonefrommyJeanpocketandnoticedthatIhadaWhatsAppmessagefrommy

cousinPortiaAkaJozi…

Joziandiweverytight,mymotherandhermotheraresisters..Hermotherpassedonfirst

beforemyMother,she’spracticallytheonlysurvivingrelativefrommymom’sfamilythatihave..

UnlikemeJozilivesaveryfancylife,sheworksatAbsabank,marriedtoaguywhoseastock

broker.TheyhaveatownhouseatCenturion..

Iwishihadherlife,theonlythingsheworriesaboutiswhatshe’sgonnaweartoday..

Jozineverknewherfather,shedoesn’tknowherFather’sfamilysobasicallyshehasmeasher

onlyrelativebecauseourmother’sdiedandwedon’tknowthatpartofourfamily..Ireadthe

WhatsAppmessageanditread:

“DrinkstonightatZanzu”

Jozilikeshavingfun,she’sfreespiritedshejustenjoyslifetothefullest..

Herhusbandlet’sherdoanythingthatshewantsheworshipshersometimesIthinkthathis

whipped…

Jozineverfinishedschool,shedroppedoutingrade10,thenwenttosomecollegetodoashort

courseinaccountingshedidfromlevel2-4andnowheresheisworkingatthebank..

I’msuspectingherhusbandgotherthatJob,becausehehasalotofconnections…

Anotherpartofmedoesn’ttrulybelievethatJozi’shusbandisastockbrokerthatguylooks

weirdhastattoosalloverandhehardlygoestowork,I’msuspectinghisinsomecriminal

activitiesbuthey,that’snoneofmyTuckShop..



Idon’tknowifI’mgonnabeabletododrinkstonight,imeanicannotbegoingoutwithmy

FathersickineedtobethereincaseHewantsmetodosomethingforhim..

Afterthatcruisingaround,iwentbacktoworkandcontinuedworking..Ihadtoleavewhatever

problemihadatthedoor,becausewedealwithdifficultcustomershereandidon’twannabe

messingup…

Wedon’tgetlunch,youeatwhileyouworking…

Iwashappythattomorrowiwon’tbecomingtowork,I’llbeoffuntilThursday….

Finally14:00Hittheclockandiwashappy,iwasveryhappytobegoinghome..

WedidourlastordersandthenwenttotakeoffourApronsandhats..Mycolleagueswhowere

gonnaHitthe14:00-21:00tookover…

Asiwaswalkingtothedoorkgabopulledmeover…

Him:IhopeThursdayyou’llcomebackfeelingbetter

Me:Definitely,andI’mverysorryaboutToday

Him:Itsfineyouforgiven

Ntsakoandiwemadeourwaytothetaxis,webothlivekoSosha..

Shetookoutacigaretteandstartedsmoking

Her:Whathappenedtoyoutoday?

Me:iwasjustworriedaboutmyfather,whenilefthimhewasnotinagoodstate

Her:I’msorry

Me:Itsokay

Her:Wantasmoke?

Me:Don’ttriplikethat..

Idon’tsmoke,butidrinklikeafish..Iresorttoalcoholastheonlyoptionthathelpsmeto

suppressmydepression..

Yesiwasdiagnosedwithsevereclinicaldepression,iwasputonantidepressantsafewyears

agobutistoppedtakingthemandconsideredalcohol..

QuitefranklyiusedtohateAlcoholandseeingmymomdrunkeverydaywheniwasyoung,

mademetohateAlcoholevenmore..

Butit’samazinghowlifecansurpriseyoubecausenow,alcoholhasbecomemyworld..



Wegottothetaxi,hoppedInanditgotfullinnotimethenwewent.

Iarrivedathome,curtainswerecloseditwasabitdarkbutiheardtheTvplaying..

Iwenttothelounge,myfatherwaswatchingsoccer..

Seeinghimsittingonthatcouchmademetoeaseup..

Me:AfterDad

Helookedatme

Him:Dodoyoubackfromwork

Dodoiswhathecallsme,myfatherlovesmemorethananythingintheworld..Iremember

whenhetoldhismotherthatandshehatedMeevenmore..

Him:Joziwashereyou’vejustmissedher

Me:Ain’tsheatwork?

Him:Lunchbreak

Isatdownonthecouch

Me:Shewantsustogoouttonight

Him:I’mguessingyounotforthat

Me:ifigowhoisgonnalookafteryou,ithinkit’sbestwejustbuyalcoholanddrinkhere

Him:SoyoucanmakeNoiseforme?Ithinkit’sbestyougoout

Myfatherhasalwaysspoiledme..Hehasneversaidnotome..

Me:Areyousureaboutthat?

Him:Yes,iamfeelingmuchbettertodaythenewtreatmentisworkingwondersI’llevencook

Me:OkaythenI’lljusttexther

ItookoutmyphoneandtextheronWhatsApp

Me:“It’sonFam”

Thelasttimeidrankwaslastweekend,ireallyneedafixofalcoholrightnow..
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MycousinJozicametofetchmeabitlater.ImadesurethatmyFatherhaseverythinghe

wantedbeforeileft..Hedidcook,papandchickenstew,myfatherIsagoodcookthatJozihad



somebeforeweleft.

Whenshewasdoneeating,wewalkedouttohercaranddrovetoZanzu..

She’sdrivingThelatestQashqai..

Her:Soareyoureadyfortonight?

Me:Ithinkso

Her:Howareyoudoing?

Me:I’mgettingthere,andmyfatherisgettingtheretoo

Her:That’sgoodtohear..YouknowZukodoesn’tclosehismouthaboutyou

ZukoisafriendofJozi’shusband,hisveryrichandJozihasbeenhintingthatishouldgoout

withhimandallthat,butI’mnotoneofthosegirls..

Her:YouneedapersontotakecareofyouFuni.

Me:I’lltakecareofmyself

WegottoZanzuanditwasabitquietandboring,I’mnotcomplainingthoughbecauseit’sa

Monday..Wegotussomecocktailsthenwenttositonthecouch..Joziwasbusycheckingher

phone,itwasasiflikeshewaswaitingforacall..

Me:Waitingforacall?

Her:Hmmm?

Me:Youconstantlycheckingyourphone

Her:OhwNo,it’sjustthat..I’mjust

IthensawZukoandJozi’shusbandwalkingin,that’sjustgreat!

Jozi:Heretheyare

Shestoodupandhuggedherhubbythenkissedhim

Jozi:Niceofyouguystojoinus

Theysatdown..Zukoisveryhandsomeandhisaclassicmanihaven’tseenhimwithoutasuit.

Jozi’shusbandZakeslookedatJozi

Him:Let’sgogetussomemoredrinks

Jozi:UhmOfcause.



Theystoodup..

Zakes:WhatshouldigetyouNtwana?

Zuko:spriteandLimewouldjustdo

Zakes:Comingrightup

Theybothwenttothebartogetdrinks..

TherewassomeawkwardsilencebetweenZukoandmyself,Ididn’tknowwhattosayandso

didhe..

Him:Sohowareyou?

Me:I’mgood,andyou?

Him:I’mfinethankyou

Me:Soyoudon’tdrink?

Him:No.

Me:That’sweird..

Him:iusedtodrinkalotbackthenuntilsomethingtragichappenedthenihadtoquitalcohol

EyyyonayintlelendondayomXhosa(thisXhosaguyisgoodlooking)

Me:ifyoudon’tmindmeaskingwhathappened?

Him:I’drathernottalkaboutitnow

Hegavemeasidesmile,hewascharming..

JoziandZakescamebackwithdrinks..JoziandiweweredrinkingHunter’sGold,Zakeswas

drinkingWindhoekandZukowasdrinkingSpritewithlime..

Wechilled,drank,andtalked..Itwasaniceandslowevening.Iwouldsteallooksathimwhen

hewasn’tLooking,hewasjustadefinitionofahotman…..

Iwasgettingabitsloshed,ilikebeingsloshedjustagoodfeelingthatrelaxesme..

Zukokeptoncheckinghiswristwatch,ionlynoticedlaterit’saSamsungsmartwatch..

Him:I’msorryguysihavetogo.

Me:wifewaitingforyouathome?

Hechuckled.



Him:No,mybabysitterwantstogohomeit’salreadylate

HegulpeddownhisSpritethenstoodup.

Him:Wasnicechillingwithyouguys,hopingwilldothisagain

Me:Youhardlyevenhadfun,youweredrinkingSpriteallnight..

Irolledmyeyes,that’swhatalcoholdoestomeitgivesmeconfidence…

Helookedatmewiththosesexyeyes,asiflikehisgonnasay“Comehomewithme,sowecan

fuckallnight”

Jozi:WasnicechillingwithyoutooZuko

Zakes:Waitforme,ineedtocallitanighttoohavealotofworkpaperworktodo

Healsostoodup..

Him:Funiwasniceseeingyouagain

HethenlookedatJozi

Him:I’llseeyoulater

Webidthemfarewell,andtheywent..

Jozilookedatme..

Her:andthen?

Me:What?

Her:isawhowyouwerewithMrMqela

Me:MrMqela

Her:luzukoMqela

IdrankmyHunter’s..

Me:idon’tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Her:Youlikehimdon’tyou?

Me:What?Ofcausenot..Don’tbesilly

IsippedonmyHunter’sGoldwhileshelookedatme..

Me:Okayfine,idolikehim



Her:iknewit!!

Me:Heissoosexy..

Her:andsosingle

Me:Don’tplaywithme,thatguycannotbesingle

Her:HewasMarriedbuthiswifepassedonfromatragiccaraccident.Shewaspregnantatthat

time,Miraculouslytheysavedthebabybutunfortunatelytheycouldn’tsaveher..

Me:That’ssadwhathappened?

Her:Hedrovestraightintoatruck,iheardhewasdrunk..That’swhyhestoppeddrinking..

Me:That’sverysadhey,trulysad

Laterthatnight,Jozidrovemehome..Shewasn’tasdrunkasiam.Ireallyhadagoodtimewith

herandihopewecandoitagain,especiallyifMrLuzukoisgonnabeinvited..

Iunlockedthedoorthenwentinside,figuredoutthatmyFatherwouldbeasleepbuthewasn’t..

Me:ithoughtyou’llbesleeping

Him:Can’tsleepwhileyououtthere

Me:Sorrythaticamehomelate

Him:Atleastyousafe

Helookedabitdistracted…

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Him:Grandmaiscomingtovisittomorrow

Therewego,imightaswelljustgoouteverynightanddrink
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Iwokeupthefollowingday,iwashungover..Ididn’tfeellikeeatinganythingordoinganythingi

justfeltlikedrinkingwater..

Myfathershowedup,hewaswelldressedasiflikehewasgoingsomewhere..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morningdad



Him:hangover?

Me:aterribleone

Him:Drinkstrongcoffee

Me:Sowhereareyouofftoo?

Him:IhaveaDoctor’sappointmentthenafterI’llfetchGrandmafromthebusstop

Istoodupandmademyselfcoffee..

Him:Dodoiknowhowmuchthisishardforyou

Me:Sheneverbotheredtovisit,whynow?

Him:ifeltlikeitwouldbebettertohavesomeonehelpyouaroundthehouse..Let’sbehonest

youarestillyoungyouneedtoliveyourlifeyoucannotbealwaysheretakingcareofme..

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim,whileboilingwater

Me:idon’tmindtakingcareofyou

Him:Youareyoung,youneedtoliveyourlife

Hetookhiscarkeys,hestillhasthatveryveryOldMercedes-Benz

Me:Younotgonnaeatbreakfast?

Him:I’lleatontheway..Seeyouwhenigetback

Me:Okay

Hewalkedout..Iwasn’tLookingforwardtomyGrandma’svisitatall..

Idrankmycoffee,thentwoglassesofwaterandwenttosleepagain.

Iwokeupabitlater,cleanedthehousesoidon’tgivemyGrandmaanyreasontocomplain..

Wheniwasdone,ibathethenwatchedTv..

Iwasverybored,solaterintheafternoonidecidedtogototownjustdosomewindow

shoppingandthenvisitJoziatwork.

JozimetupwithmeatChurchsquareonherlunchbreak

Her:Sohowareyou?

Me:I’mokay..JustthatGransiscoming

Her:ThatDragonlady



Me:I’mnotlookingforwardtohervisit

Her:ComevisitmeandZakesforawhile

Me:Can’tleavemyfatheralone

Her:Hewillhavehismothertotakecareofhiminthemeantime

Me:NaaI’llbefine….heardfromZuko?

Sheshookherheadno..

Her:Wedon’tkeepintouch,ionlyseehimwhenhecomestovisitZakes

ZukoisapersonworthKnowing,andifeellikeishouldknowhim..

AfterchillingwithJozi,idecidedtopassbyatwithchilledabitthenlateroniwentbackhome..

Assoonasiopenedthekitchendoor,iwaswelcomedbysomenicesmell..Someonewas

definitelypreparingadeliciousmeal..

MyGrandmawasatthekitchencooking..

Iclosedthedoor,ididn’tknowwhattosaytoherit’snotveryeasytocommunicatewithher..

Iclearedmythroat,sheturnedaroundandlookedatme..

Me:GoodeveningGrandma

Itwasaround17:00

Shelookedatme,thenignoredmeandcontinuedcooking..

Ididn’tentertainherthatmuchiwentstraighttomybedroomandlaidonmybedwithtears

falling..

Whyme?Whyisthishappeningtome?Whatdididotothiswomanforhertohatemesoso

much..

Iwishmymotherwashereoriwishthatiknewherfamily,theniwouldmoveoutandgotolive

withthem…..

Ataround19:00myFathercametogetme,tellingmethatDinnerisready..

Thewalkfrommyroomtotheloungewaslong,itwasthelongestwalkofmylife.

Igotthereandmyplatewasonthecoffeetablealready,itwaschickenCurryandsome

dumpling..

Itookitandsatdown..



Grans:SoSamsonnextweekSaturdaythere’ssomeceremonythatwedoingatyourAunt’s

placeiwouldreallylikeitifyouwouldcome..

Him:Wewillcome

Grans:Youandwho?

Him:MeandFuni

Her:I’msorrybutit’saFamilything..

Therewego..

Dad:Momplease

Her:Samsonidon’twannahearit,it’sabigdayforyourNieceLungileshe’sgoingtoVarsityand

she’saVirgin..Wedon’twantfightswejustwannacelebrateinpeace

Dad:WhenareyougonnaacceptthatFuniismydaughter

Her:FuniisnotyourDaughter!!!Hermomwasbusysleepingaroundsoumkhondokababawaka

Funiasiwazi(wedon’tknowWhereFuni’sFatheris)

Dad:Ma.

Grans:Samsonthischildmustgoandlookforherfatherandknowwhereshecomesfrom..If

youdiewedon’twhat’sgonnahappentoher!

Icouldn’ttoleratethis,istoodupandstartedwalkingout..

Dad:Dodo!

Grans:Myeke(leaveher)

Iopenedthekitchendoorandbangeditonmywayout…

IhavetoleratedthiswomanlongenoughandI’mjusttiredofhernow..
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IwentbackhomeandcalledJozitocomeandfetchme..

Asmuchasmyfatherlovesme,buthealsoloveshismotherandican’tmakehimchoose

betweenus,soithinkit’sbestigolivewithJoziforawhile..

Ihadpackedmythings,myfatherdidn’tliketheideaofmemovingoutbuthey,there’sonlya



limittowhatahumanbeingcantake..

Idon’twantmyGrandmaandherfamilybeingthereasonwhyicommitSuicide..

Jozifetchedmeafteranhour,thenwedrovetoherhouse..

IwasveryquietinthecarandthinkingofwhatI’mgonnadonext..Ican’treallystaywithJozifor

thatlongbecauseyouknowhowitishavinganotherfemalemovingintoyourhousecancreate

alotofproblems..

Jozi’shouseisbigandbeautiful,thisgirlwasblessed..

Her:Shouldidishupforyou?

Me:Nothankyou

Her:Youhavetoeatmydarling..

Me:Finethen

Wefirstwenttoputmybagintheguestroom,ilikeditbecauseithadTv..Ijustlovelazing

aroundalldaywhenI’moffandwatchRealityshowsonTv…IliketheEchanneligettowatch

keepingupwiththekardashians,iamCait,andallthat..

Wethenwenttothekitchen..

Her:ihaven’tcooked

Me:Sowhatwereyougonnadishupforme?

Her:AiiTsek!I’lljustputchopsintheoven

Ilaughed..

Atthetopshehaddifferentkindsofwhiskies,shehadashelfthathadwinesandaminibar

fridgethathadbeers..

IgotmeSomeSaintwineanddrankwhileshewasbusycooking…

Shewasdoingchops,Bistrogravy,somespinachwithcreamandpap..

Mycousinwasagoodcook.

Thedooropenedaswewerebusytalking,ZakesandZukowalkedin..

ZukowaswearingaJean,withatshirtandsneakers.

Wasmyfirsttimeseeinghimwithoutasuit..

Luzukoisjustsooyummy,hisperfect,hishot,yazinihisadefinitionofahotman..



Zakeslookedabitsurprisedtoseeme..

Him:Funi??

Jozi:OhwyaHoney..UhmFuniwillbestayingwithusforawhile,she’shavingsomeproblems

athomeihopeyoudon’tmind

Hekissedheronhercheek..

Him:ithinkso..Somethingsmellsgood

Her:Ohwyaicookedyourfavouritechops

Him:That’sgood

Jozi:HeyZuko

Zuko:HiJozi

Jozi:ihopeyoustillremembermyCousinFuni

Helookedatme..

Him:istillrememberher..

Zakes:I’llgoandfreshenupthen..

Jozi:andI’llgoandsetupthetable..

Theybothleft,leavingmeandZukoalone

Hewastappingthetable,andiwasholdingmywineglassclosetomymouth..

Him:Saintwine

IputtheGlassonthetable..

Me:Yeap..Goodwine

Him:itisindeed

Me:Oncedrankit?

Heclearedhisthroat..

Him:UhmNomy…Itwasmy..Ijustknowit

Me:Oookay

ThisisveryAwkward..



Me:YourNannyisgoingtosleepover?

Him:Pardon?

Me:ThelasttimeyouleftearlybecauseyouhadtorelieveyourNanny

Him:OhhYes..Mysoniswithmymom

Me:Howoldishe?

Him:6months

Hetookouthisflashyphoneandshowedmehispictures

Me:Wowhisverycute,whatishisname?

Him:AphiweMqela

Me:Hiscute,hisgonnabreakalotofheartswhenhegrowsup

HeChuckled

Him:ihopenot

Icouldseefromtheclotheshewaswearing,tohisgadgetsthatthisguyisdamnrich!!

Me:Uhmwhatisitthatyoudoagain?

Thewinewaskickingin

Him:CEOandfounderofMQ,wemakegamesforXboxandPlaystation.Wealsohaveafew

Appsonplaystore

Me:Soyouagamedeveloper

Helaughed

Him:IamasoftwareDeveloper

Me:Interesting..SowhataretheFamousgamesthatyouinverted?

Him:iwasfortunatetoworkoverseasforafewyears,iwaspartoftheinventionofGTA5,i

workedunderGoogletoocreatingAppsforthem..

Me:Whydidyouleave?

Him:Toomuchpolitics..

Me:HeardGTAIsagoodgame

Him:Haveyouplayeditbefore?



Me:No

Him:Youshould

Me:maybeyoucanteachme

Him:Maybeiwill

Welookedateachother,GoshthisguyIsmakingmykneesweak..Thoselips,thoseeyes,that

perfectchin..

Ourmomentofgazingineachother’seyeswasshortlivedwhenJoziwalkedin..

Her:ihopemypotsdidn’tburn

Shewenttocheckonherpots

Idrankmywine..Aftercheckingthepotsshelookedatus..

Her:Didiinterruptsomething?

Me:Noyoudidn’t

Zuko:Canipleasegoandwatchthegame

Jozi:forgotthatBayernMunichisplayingtonight

Him:Yesandican’tmissit..

Hesaidthatwhilewalkingtothelounge,hehadBracketshewasjustperfectyazini..Joziandi

lookedateachother.

Me:Awema!!Heishot

Jozi:iknowhey,ifididn’thaveZakes

Me:Hotandrichthat’sararecombinationtoget

Jozi:That’sapotentialhusbandrightthere

Joziwastight,heisapotentialhusband..
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Wehadanicedinner..Chops,withGravy&Spinachthenpap.Mycousinisthebestwhenit

comestocooking,irememberwhenshewantedtohavecateringcompanykodwatheAbsajob

seemedmoreadvantageous..



Zakes:Babethatmealwasdeliciousthankyoumylove.

Jozismiledathim

Jozi:iknowhowmuchyoulikeyourchops…

Zuko:ThankyouJoziitwasagoodmeal

Jozistoodup…

Her:Cupofcoffee?Anyone?

Zuko:Notforme,ithinkI’llcallitsnight..

Me:I’llhelpyouclearthetableJozi

Jozi:Noyoudone,ithinkyoushouldgoandsleep

Me:I’mstillfine..

Istoodupandhelpedherclearthedishes

Zakes:ComeonZukoithoughtweweregonnahaveanightcap

Zuko:I’msuremyboymissesmeman,igottabounce..

Zakes:Onedrink

Zukobrushedhisfacewithhishands..

Him:FineI’llhaveonecupofcoffee

Jozi:I’llmakeitforyou

Zuko:Thankyou

Weclearedthetable,thenJozimadeZukoacupofcoffee..

Jozi:Youcantakeittohim

Me:Me?

Her:Youwanthimtonoticeyoudon’tyou?

Me:Fine

Itookthetraytohim,theywerewatchingsoccer

Me:Here’syourcoffee

Him:OhhithoughtJoziwasgonnabringit,butthankyouanyway



Iwentbacktothekitchen..

Jozi:and?

Me:Heexpectedyoutobringit

Isatdownanddrankwineagain..

Jozi:Haicousiniamstartingtogetconcernedaboutthewayyoudrinking

Me:ijustlikehowalcoholrelaxesme

Jozi:Aslongasyouknowthatalcoholwon’tdoawaywithyourproblems

Me:iknowthat..

Joziandichilledatthekitchen,shewasdrinkinglemonjuiceandiwasdrinkingwine..Itwas

reallygettingtome..

ZukocameintothekitchenwithZakes,theywerelaughing

Zakes:Itwasagoodgame

Zuko:ItrustrealMadrid..

Jozi:Whenyouguysarehappylikethis..Meansyourteamhaswon

Zuko:Youknowthat

Zakesphonerang,hetookitoutandchecked.Hethenhadasmileonhisface

Zakes:Ihavetotakethisexcuseme

Hewentout..Jozilookedathim.

Zuko:ladiesihavetogo,Jozithankyouforthedinner

JoziwasconcentratingonZakeswhowasnotthatfarfromus..Hewaslaughingandsmiling

whoeverhewastalkingtooontheotherline,surelywasticklinghim..

Zukostartedwalkingtothedoor…

Me:uhmwaitforme,ineedtotakethetrashout

Hewaited.Istoodupfromthechair,ialmostfelliwastrippingonchairs..

Zuko:Youknowwhatmaybeishouldtakethetrashonmywayout

Me:ithinkineedsomefreshair

IlookedatJoziandZakes



Me:I’msensingafightcoming

Him:Okaythencome

Heheldmyhandandwewalkedout..

Weputthetrashinthedumbstarandthenwewenttochillonthepavement..

Him:Sohowdiditcomeaboutforabeautifulgirllikeyoutodrinkthismuch?

OhhhhethinksI’mbeautiful..

Me:ijustlikedrinking

Him:There’safinelinebetweendrinkingforfun,anddrinkingbecauseofanunderlyingproblem

Me:Whatareyounow,ashrink?

Hechuckled

Him:NobutI’vebeendownthisroadbefore

Me:Wellijustlovedrinkingthat’sall

Him:ifyousaysothen

Therewassomeawkwardsilence..

Me:i..Mymomdiedwheniwas12thenafterihadtogoandlivewithmyFather..

Him:Wasthatabadthing?

Me:No,myfatheradoresme.Problemishisfamilydoesn’tlikemeatall.Theyalwaystelling

himthatI’mnothisdaughtermymothercheatedonhim..

Him:Andwhatdoeshesay?

Me:WellhebelievesthatI’mhisdaughter,butthat’snotgonnahelpbecausewhenhediesthey

gonnakickmeoutofthehouse..

Him:Areyouworkingorstudying?

Me:Workingbutidon’tmakeenoughmoney

Him:I’msorrytohearthat

Me:Itsokay,I’vealwaysknownthatI’mdestinedfortragedy

Him:idon’tbelieveinthatstatement.

Me:Wellidobecausemyfatheris..



Helookedatme..

Me:Youknowwhat,idon’tliketalkingaboutthis

Him:Sothat’swhyyouchoosedrinkingotherthantalkingaboutit

Me:ithoughtisaididon’twannatalkaboutit

Him:Thendrinkyourtragedyaway

Ilookedathim,ididn’tbelievehesaidthat

Him:LookI’msorrythatallofthisishappeningtoyoubutI’mnotgonnasithereandfeelsorry

foryou,youneedtostopplayingthevictim

Me:Excuseme?Haveyouwalkedinmyshoes?

Him:Weallhaveaghettopainfulstorytotell

Me:Youknowwhat,youareajerk!!Nowonderwhyyousinglenowomanisgonnaloveyou!

Helaughed…

Him:ithinkthat’smyqueuetoleave

Hestoodupanddustedhimself…

Him:Gonnaneedhelptogobacktothehouse?

Me:I’llfindmyway

HesmiledatMe

Him:Ayt..

HethenwalkeduptohisBentleyiwasstillsittingtherelookingathim.
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Iwentbacktothehouse,itwasabitquietfiguredthatZakesandJozimust’vehadanEarly

night..

Idecidedtofinishmywine,orwhatwasleftandwenttobed….

Itdidn’ttakemethatlongtofallasleep,beforeiknewitiwasinlala-land..

Iwokeupat00:00amiwasabithungoversoimademywaytothekitchentodrinkwater..Iwas



alwaysadvisedtodrinkwaterafterdrinkingtopreventahangover..

Asimademywaytothekitchen,iheardsomeonebusysniffing..

IswitchedonthelightandiwassurprisedtoseeJozisittingthere..

Shewasdrinkingcoffeeiassumebecauseshewasholdingamug.

Me:Jozi?

Iwenttositdownoppositeher..

Me:Whathappened?

Sheblewonthetissue.

Her:itnevergetsbetter

Me:Whatdoesn’tgetbetter?

Her:Zakesischeatingonme,healwayshasbeen

Thatwasshocking,imeanilookedatJoziandthoughtthatshehadthebestoflife..

Me:What??

Ihatemenwhocheat.Iwasdeeplyhurtmymyhighschoolexbf,afterbreakingmyVirginityhe

madearunforit..

Me:ithoughtyouwerehappy,ithoughthelovesyou

Her:Hedoesbut..Hisamanhecan’tresisttemptation

Me:Howmanywomen?

Her:ijustknow2..

Me:Youdon’tneedtoputupwiththisJozi.JustbecausehebuysyouGuccibags,expensive

clothesandcarsdoesn’tgivehimtherighttohurtyoulikethis..

Her:Itsamazinghowmuchawifehastoputupwith.

Me:Whereishenow?

Sheshruggedhershoulders…

Jozi:Hesaidheneededsomefreshairafterourargumentsoheleft

Me:Thatbastard!!

Her:Letmegotobed,TomorrowI’mgoingtowork



Shestoodup..

Her:Areyougoingtoworktomorrow?Areyougonnaneedalift?

Me:Yesplease

Her:Okay

Shetookhertissuesandthemugthenwentupstairs..IstoodupandgotmeSomewater…

IcannotbelievethathewoulddosuchtoJozi.ImeanJoziisabeautifulwoman,shehasa

greatbodythereisnothingthatshelacks..

Afterdrinkingwater,iwentbacktobedthenslept..

Iwokeupthefollowingmorning,andpreparedforwork..Iwashittingthe7:00-14:00shift..

Wheniwasdone,iatebreakfastthenJoziandileftforwork…

Shedroppedmeatmyworkplacetheniwentinside..Whenwegettoworkwerequiredtoclean,

fillupthesaucesandpeelthepotatoes…

TodayiwasworkingwithMyfriendNtsakothenthemanager..

Ntsakowasmopingwhileiwaspeelingpotatoesandourmanagerwasfillingupthesauces..

Me:Wegonnaberequiredtodoalotofworktodaysinceweshortstaffed..

Therewasnoreply.IlookedatNtsakoshewasn’thernormalshelookeddistracted..

Me:Heywhat’swrong?

Shelookedatme

Her:What?

Me:What’swrong?

Her:I’mjuststressed

Ntsakoliveswithherbfwhodoesn’twork,theyrentingaroomatSosha..She’sabreadwinner

theysurviveonhersmallsalary…

Ntsako:Thabisoandiwedon’thavemoneytobuyfood..Justthinkofwhenwegonnagetpaid?

Wehave3weeksleftbeforewegetpaid

Me:I’msorrygirl

I’vealwaystoldmyselfthatiwillneverdateabrokeguy,Imeanlookatthestressthatthey

bring..Ntsakoishardlyhappythisisweighingonher..



Me:Ntsakoialwaystoldyou

Her:ifyoucan’thelpmethenpleasedon’tjudgeme.Thabisoandiwehavebeenthroughalot

togetherandwegotthroughalottogether..

Imeanwhensomeonetalkslikethatthere’snothingyoucansay..

Haikethedaywentbyandweworkedsilently,everyonewasdoingwhattheyweresupposedto

donoonesaidnothingtonooneunlessitwasNecessary…

Ourmanagerhadgonetoshopritetogetsomethingandiwasholdingthefontforhim…

Ifindworkingatthetillmuchbetterandmuchnicer…

Iwasstandingtherecountingcash,wheniheardafamiliarvoice..

Voice:Goodday

Ihopeit’snotwhoithinkitis,ilookedupanddamnitwaswhoithoughtitwas..ItwasZuko.

Thisisaveryembarrassingmoment,thelastthingiwantedhimtofindoutwasthatislave

aroundalldayfryingpotatoes..

Ilookedathim,afterthestunthepulledyesterdayidon’tcare….

Me:Canitakeyourorderplease?

Him:iwashopingthatwecantalk.

Hewasinthatflashysuitofhis…

Me:I’mworking

Him:icanseethat

Me:Thenorderorleavemealone

Hesentoutasillygigglethenlookeddown,afterafewsecondshelookedatmeagain

Him:iwouldliketoorder15packetofchipsandI’mtalkingaboutthelargeones..Put

everythingexceptforVinegar.Canialso20ofyourRussians,ialsowant25pocketsizechips.

On5ofthemputsaltandspice..On7ofthemputsalt,spice,andmustard..

Ilookedathim.

Me:Zuko

Him:Amigoingtofast?

Me:Finewecantalk



Him:Thoughtyousaidyouatwork,andI’mbeingapotentialcustomer..

Hehadasmirkonhisface,hewasreallyenjoyingthis..

Him:Amigonnagetmyorderorshouldispeaktothemanager?

Me:Whyyoutryingtoactfresh?

Him:Whyyoubeingchildish?

Me:WhatdoyouwantZuko?

Him:idon’tknowhey,sinceyoucan’treallydeliveronmyorderihavesomethinginmind

Ilookedathim..

Him:Dinnertonightatmyplace

Me:Keepondreaming

Him:ThenI’lldreammywaytoyourmanager..

Me:Whatever

Him:YouthinkI’mbluffing?

Hewasn’tbluffing,helookedserious

Me:Howdidyoufindme?

Him:believemewithacousinlikeJoziitwasn’treallydifficult..

I’mgonnakillJoziiswear

Me:FineI’llcometoyourstupiddinner!Areyouhappynow?

Ismiledathim,wasn’tafriendlysmilewasasarcasticone..

Him:I’mecstatic..Nowcanipleasehavemediumchips,withalargeRussian,anda..

Helookedatmeforawhile

Him:thinkacoke..

Me:Whatwouldyoulikeinyourchips?

Him:Whatdoyourecommend?

Me:idon’tknowwhatyou’lllike

Him:AnythingyouputI’msureI’mgonnalikeit



Iputeverything..

Ipreparedhisorderwhilehewasonhistabwaitingforhisorder

Ntsako:IsthatLuzukoMqela?(Whisperi

ng)

Me:Theoneandonly

Her:Whatishedoinghere?Thisisnoplaceforhimhisbetteroffeatingata5Starhotel

Helookedatus,thinkhenoticedthatweweretalkingabouthim..Thenafterhewentbacktohis

tab..

Afterfinishingwithhisorderiputeverythinginaplastic…

Me:Here’syourordersir..

Hecamecloser..

Him:I’llpickyouupat19:00

Hethenstartedwalkingaway

Me:Excusemewhataboutyourorder?

Him:Iboughtitforyou,Enjoy

HegavemeasidesmileandWalkedout

Ntsako:Lordhavemercy..Thatman’scharmislethal..
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NtsakojumpedonthosechipsandRussian.Iletherhelpherselftothem,shewashavingithard

atthemomentsheneededthechipsmorethanme..

IworkedthroughoutmyshiftwhilethinkingaboutZuko,hewascharming,hewasintoxicating,

hemakesmykneesweak.Noguyhasmademefeellikethatsincemyuselessexbfinhigh

whohititthenranaway..

Wheniwasdonewithmyshiftat14:00,ileft.IhadtotakeacabbecauseJoziwasstillatwork..

Igothome,andiwasnervousabouttonight,whatamigoingtowear?WhereisZukotakingme?

Wellseeinghowmuchofaclassicmanheis,heprobablygonnatakemetoafancyrestaurant….

Ispentthewholeafternoontryingtochooseanappropriatedressandifoundone.Wasablack



shortdressiwasgonnawearitwithmyblackheels..

I’mnotapersonwholikesweavesialwayshaveboxbraids..

At16:00itookalongbath,ijustrelaxedwhileidaydreamedabouttheperfectnightI’mgonna

havewithZuko.Hewasjustperfectandatthesametimeiwasscared.Guyslikehimare

usuallybastardshisjusttoogoodtobetrue..

Whenthewaterwasgettingcold,igotoutandwenttodressup…

Ihaven’twornmydressinawhilenow,soitwasverytight.Iamabiggirl,I’msize36ijusthave

thickthighsandCurves…

Mymom’sfamilywewereallblessedwithbeautifulbodies,imeanlookatJozi…..

Atleastmyheelsstillfitbecauseidon’twearmuchofheelsthatmuch…

Jozicamebackat18:00,iwaswonderingwhereshewasbecausesheknocksoffat16:00..

Shewassurprisedtoseemeinthatoutfit..

Her:Andthen?Siyaphisowusexyso?

Me:I’mgoingout

Her:Whywasn’tiinformed?Icould’vecamebackearly

Me:I’mnotgoingwithyouunfortunately

Her:Otsamayalemang?(whoareyougoingwith)

Me:WellZukoistakingmeout

Her:Saywhat?

IknowJoziwouldmakeabigdealoutofthis

Jozi:Kenglajolanah?(Areyouguysdating)

Me:Nowegoingoutasfriends

Jozi:Haiidon’tknowaboutthat,especiallysinceyouinthatdress

Me:HaiJozidon’tstart

Her:Fineiwon’tAnnoy

Shelookedatme

Me:What?



Her:Nomakeupnyangage?Gapeyoulookverysimple

Me:Youknowidon’tlikemakeup

Her:Aowacomeyellowboneiwilltitivateyounyana

Wewenttoherbedroomandshesatmeonthatsmallchairthat’spartofherdressingtable..

Her:Don’tbreakmychairwithyourbigthighsandAss

Me:Lookwhosetalking

Jozi’smakeuplooksveryexpensive,Ohwwellitismycousinisveryexpensive..

Sheevenwentasfarasgivingmeherclutchbag..

Shehadalsohadtiedmybraidsintoaneatbun..

Sheborrowedmeherbighoopblackearrings..

Afterallofthatshelookedatmeandstartedwhistling..

Her:ifonlyiwasaguy

Me:mxmyoutryingtomakemefeelbetter

Her:Youlookverybeautifulcousinidon’twannalie

Ismiled

Me:Thankyou

IjusthopethatZukoisgoingtolikeallofthis..

Itwasaround18:30now,wewenttothekitchenandchilledthereshewasabouttostart

cooking..

ThedooropenedandZakeswalkedin..Hehadabandagewrappedaroundhisarm..Hiseyes

frozewhenhesawme..

Him:Funiisthatyou?

Me:UhmYes

Him:Wowididn’tknowthatyoucandressup

Me:ihavemydays

Him:Goingsomewhere?

Me:YesZukoistakingmeout



Him:ididn’tknowthatyouguyswerehookingup?

Me:Wegoingoutasfriends

Him:That’sgoodthen

HelookedatJozi,icouldseethetensionbetweenthem..

Him:ithoughtweweregonnaeatouttonight

Jozi:ijustfeellikehavingahomecookedmeal

Zakes:Justtryingtodosomethingniceforyou

Joziwasgettingfiredup,judgingfromhowshewaschoppingthosecarrots

Her:Ididn’taskyoutobenice

Hedidn’tsayanythinghewalkedaway..

IwaswaitingforZukotocomeandrescueme,theatmospherewasn’twelcoming….

Thedoorbellrang

Jozi:I’llgetit

ShewenttoopenandZukowalkedin.Tomysurprisehewaswearingbluecabrijeans,black

chucktailors,andablackVersacetshirtandaVersacecap..Hetoppedtheoutfitwithasilver

iconnecklace,helookedfresh..Istoodup

Helookedatmeandwhistledalittle,hewasdrooling..

Him:YoulooksexyAsfuck

Hesaidthatverylow..

Me:Excuseme

Him:Sorryyoulook…Youkilledtheoutfit

Me:Thankyouuhmyoudon’tlookdressedup

Him:Wellwegonnameetwithacoupleoffriendsatsomepubandgrill

Jozilaughed..

Me:Goshifeelstupidrightnow

Iwalkedaway,hegentlygrabbedmyarm

Him:Yintoningoku?(what’swrongnow)



Me:Wellithoughtwe..

Jozi:goingtoarestaurant

Zuko:OhheishI’msorryishould’vetoldyou

Me:Ya..

Him:jongane,whydon’tyoujustchangetheshoesbecauseireallylikeyourdress

Helookedatmefromheadtotoewhenhegottomylowerbodyhebithislowerlip…

Me:FineI’llgoChangetheshoes

Iwenttochangetheheelsandworegladiatorsandals….

Iwentbacktohimthenwewalkedout…HewasdrivinganOrangeBMWM5..

Heopenedthedoorformeandiwentinside..

Hewenttodriver’sseatthendrove..

Beforeiknewitwewereinsomehoodthatireallydidn’tknow.IneverknewthatZukowas

hood..

Ididn’treallytheneighbourhoodI’mthinkingit’sdangerousespeciallybecausethere’sthose

hoodratsthatarewearingamashortwithbrasetcholdingamaSavannahnjeitwasamess..

Heparkedbythegate,therewasalotofflashycarsitlookedlikeadopepubandgrill..

Wegotoutofthecar,andtherewassomeguywaitingforusatthegate….

Zuko:remza

Remza:ZikZat

Zuko:Don’tstartbroe

Hegavehimahandshake..

Thisguylookedatme

Zuko:OhhthisFuni,andFunimeetmybestfriendRemza

Remza:Howareyou?

Me:Finethankyou

Helookedatme,mademeuncomfortable..

Zuko:Wecangoinside



Remza:Y..yaOfcause

WewalkedinsideZukowasholdingmyhand..ThisRemzaguywasn’tbadlookingandhe

lookedsuccessfultoojustlikeZuko….
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Thepub&grillwasn’tasbadasithought.Themusicwasnice,theatmospherewaswelcoming

therewasacoupleofrichguyswiththeirgfs,therewasBlessersitwasjustafunplacetobeat..

Wegotatable,ZukogothimselfAppletisers,RemzagotHeineken.AndigotamaRedSquareat

leastidon’tgetdrunkquicklyoffthat…

Zuko:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI’mfine

Theywereplayingoldschoolkwaito…..

Theystartedtalkingaboutsocceriwasgettingabitbored,itookoutmyphoneandwenton

Facebook..

Afteracoupleofminutes,Remzadecidedtoleave.

Remza:NicemeetingyouagainFuni

Me:Samehere

Hetookhiscarkeysandphonethenleft..

Zuko:I’msorryaboutthatifitseemedasiflikeiwasignoringyou

Iputmyphoneaway..

Me:Itsokay

Him:Justthatihaven’tseenhimforawhile

Me:iunderstand

Helookedatmeforawhile,hewasmakingmeblush

Me:What?

Him:Youverybeautiful

Ismiled

Me:Thankyou



Oureyeslockedaswewerelookingateachother..

Heleanedcloser,idon’tknowwhatpossessedmebutilethimkissme..

Hislipswereabitcold,figuredcouldbetheAppletisershebeendrinkingbecausetheylooked

verycold….

Itwasalongsmoothkiss,thingswereescalatinghiscoldhandwasrunningonthighsalready..I

brokethekiss..

Wewerestillclosetoeachother,atthatmomentitfeltlikethewholeroomdidn’texistwasjust

meandhim..

Him:I’msorryifimadeyouuncomfortable

Me:ItsfineI’msorrytoo

Heremovedhishandandwecontinueddrinking.

Thehardestthingformewasbeinginaplacewithahotguyandgirlskeptonstealinglooksat

him..

Hisphonerang,andhecheckedit.

Him:Sorryihavetotakethis

HestoodupandWalkedout.

Isatthereandlookedatpeoplewhoweredancing,somewheretalkingeveryonewasjust

mindingtheirownbusiness..

Zukocamebackafterafewminutes,thatcalltooklong..

Me:Thatcalltooklong

Him:YeahI’msorrywasmybusinesspartner

Hewasbusysniffingandrubbinghisnose

Me:Sinuses?

Him:Youcansaythat

Hedidn’tlooklikethesameZukothatleftafewminutesago

Him:Needarefill?

Me:Uhmiguessicanhaveoneortwodumpies

Him:I’llberightback



Me:Okay

Hestoodupandwenttothebartogetmorealcohol

Thedjwentfromoldschoolkwaito,tohiphop..

ZukocamebackwithRedSquaredumpiesandaglassofwhiskey…

Hegavemethedumpiesandthengulpeddownthewhiskey,wasshockingbecausehesaidhe

don’tdrink

Me:ithoughtyoudon’tdrink

Him:idon’t,butican’tletyoudrinkalone

Me:Ohw

Hewasstillsniffingandrubbinghisnose

Me:Areyousureyoualright?

Him:I’mgood

Hiseyeslied,helookedhigh..

Helookedathiswristwatch..

Him:ihaveanearlymorningtomorrow

Me:Youwantustogo?

Him:ithinksoplusnothingmuchishappeninghere

Me:Okay.

Ifinishedmyredsquareandthenwewenttothecar…

IreallythoughtthatZukoandiweweregonnahaveanicedinnerorsomethingjustlikethetwo

ofus,buthehadotherplansboringonesforthatmatter..

WegothiscarandbeforewewentinsidehepulledMeandpinnedmeagainsthiscar..

Wherethecarswereitwasabitdarkyoucannotseemuchofwhat’sgoingon..

Icouldsmellhisbreaththatwasmixedwithwhiskey,wasthatkindthatcouldintoxicateyou

Hecamecloser,hewasbreathingheavyonmyneckwithhishandgoingupinsidemydress..

Him:Theonlythingthatkeptonrunninginmymindwastofuckengetyouoffthatdress

IsthisgonnabeanightoneStand?Isittooearlyforthis..



Godpleasehelpmeresisthim…

Hekissedmeandididn’tstophim,it’slikeheHaspossessedme..

Wedecidedtotakethematterfurthertohiscar,neverinamillionyearshaveiimaginedbeing

fuckedatthebackseatofsomenigga’scar.EversincemyexdidaHitandRunihavenever

beenintimatewithanyguy..

Iwasontopofhim,hewaspullingmydressupandsqueezingmybigthighs.Hewascaressing

mybody,hewantedmeandifeltmyselfwantinghimtoo…

Wecontinuedkissinguntilthingsgotreallyheatedup…

Thenextthingiknow,wegettingcondomsundertheseatandrealitykicksinatthatmoment

thatimahavesexwiththisguy..

IhelpedhimtolowerhispantsandBoxers..

Irolleddownthecondomonhim,myunderwearisalreadydown..

Heheldmywaistandhelpedmeslidedownonhim,itwasabitpainfulconsideringthefactthat

ihaven’thadsexinawhileandiwasn’teventhatwet…

Islowlysliddownuntilitookallofhimin,ifelthimdeepinside..

Me:Idon’tthinkicandothisZuko

Hewassqueezingmybodyagainsthis,hewaskissingmeonmyneck..

Him:Comeon..

Islowlymovedupanddown,I’mtryingnottoscreamorcrybutthepainisjusttoointense.I

can’tgetoffhim,hehasatightgriparoundmywaist..Heisforcefullymakingmegoupand

down..

IcannottakethepainanymoreI’mcryingZukoishurtingmebuthedoesn’tseemtocare,my

breathisseizingI’mbegginghimtostopbuthedoesn’t.

Afterhavinghiswaywithme,hejustholdsontomewhilecatchinghisbreath..

Igetoffhim,myWomanhoodhasbeenViolated,I’mBurning,I’minexcruciatingpainI’msurei

evenbled..

I’mcryingandlookingformyunderwear,untilifoundit..

Afterthisidon’tthinkthatiwannaseeZukoanymore..

Afterputtingonmyunderwearistareoutofthewindow..

Me:Canyoudrivemehome?



Him:YeahSure

WhatkindofAnimalisthis?Hisnotevengonnaapologise?

Afterfixinghimselfuphegetsoutofthecar…

Him:UhmineedtotakeapissI’llberightback

Immediatelyafterhewentoutandclosedthedoor,ileteverythingout.Neverinmylifehavei

beensexuallyViolated..
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Whenhedroppedmeoffatthehouse,ididn’tsayanythingtohimigotoutofthecarand

startedwalkingtothehouse..

Iheardhimcallingme,ithinkhewasfollowingme.Afterawhile,ifelthimgrabbingmyarm..

Iturnedaroundandslappedhimveryhard.

Me:Don’tyoueverinyourfilthylifetouchmeeveragain!!!

Iwalkeduptothehouse.Iopenedthedoorandwentstraighttomybedroom…

Ilockedthedoorandcriedmyselftosleep…Zukohadnorighttodowhathedidtome.Yesi

might’veledhimonandallthatbutwhenicriedforhimtostop,heshould’vestopped..Willi

evertrustanyguyeveragain?Willievenwannabeintimatewithanyotherguyagain?Williever

enjoyhavingsex??Thosewerethequestionsthatkeptonplayinginmymindoverandover

againuntilieventuallyfellasleep..

.

.

Iwokeuplatethefollowingday,luckilyIwasoff..

Igotoutofbedandwenttobath,tookalongbath…

Wheniwasdone,iwentanddressedup.IwaswearingadenimshortwithmyLacostesneakers

andawhitetshirt..

Todaywaspayday,mymoneygotinat00:00wasR2000exactly..

Idecidedtogototownandhavemeanicebreakfastatwimpy…

MaybelateronI’llgoandvisitmyFather,thehonesttruthisthatimisshimalot…

IcheckedmypurseatleastihadR30fortaxifare…



Igottotownandwenttowimpytogetmetheirdeliciousbreakfast..

Iwaseatingallbymyself,decidedtoconnecttotheirwiFiandgoonTwitter..

WhileiwasstillsittingtherebusywatchingVideosonYouTubeiheardsomeguyslaughingand

iraisedupmyheadtoseewhatwasgoingonandisaw2guyssittingnotfarfromMethey

werechattingandlaughingthinktheywerewaitingfortheirfood..

Iputmyphoneawayandconcentratedononeoftheguys..

Hewasveryhot,pinkishlips,nicelyandneatlytrimmedfacialhair.AfterseeingZukoithought

thathewastheonlyhotguyihaveeverseenbutclearlythere’smoreguysthattophimout

there..

Thereisnosininlookingandadmiring,Yenahewashotshameiwon’tlie..

Icouldn’tspendthewholemorningadmiringhimnow,soistoodupandwenttopaymybill..

Ididn’thavecashonmesoiswiped..WhileIwaswaitingforthespeedpointtoprocess

everythingidecidedtotakeonelastlookathimbeforeileave..

Cashier:Sorrymam’

Shetouchedmyhandandilookedather

Her:Itsaysdeclined

Me:Canwepleasetryagain?

Her:Yeswecan

Shetriedagain,butitstilldeclined.IhateCapitecsometimesbecauseitdoesthisalottome.

Me:ihaveR2000Inmyaccountrightnowitcannotdecline

Cashier:Wellyoucanseeforyourself.Don’tyouhaveanymoneyonyou?

Me:Noidon’t,icangoandwithdrawsomecash

Her:iamsorrybuticannotallowyoutoleavetheshop,howdoiknowyouwillbeback

Me:Excuseme?Doilooklikeathieftoyou?

Her:NobutIdon’tknowyouandican’ttrystyou

Me:Letmecallsomeonethen.

Itriedtakingmyphoneoutagainfrommybagbutmybagfell,someofmythingswere

scatteredonthefloor..



Mybagisalwaysfullofthings,unnecessarythingstobeExact..

Iexhaledandcroucheddowntopickupmythings…

Isawsomeonecrouchingdowntoo,helpingmetogetmythingsfromthefloor..Thesmellof

thatcolognewasintoxicating..

Voice:Letmehelpyouwiththat

IlookedupanditwasMrman,smilingatmeandhelpingmeout..

Hehadacutesidesmile,thisguywasonanotherlevel…

Igotupfromthefloor,andsodidhe..Hehandedmemythings.

Me:Th…thankyou

Him:Youwelcome

Cashier:Excuseme??

Ilookedather

Me:Ohhsorry

IgotmyphoneandcalledJozi,butshewasn’tpickingup.Whatdidiexpectthough?She’sat

work..

Me:I’msorrybutthepersonisnotPickingup

Her:Maybeishouldcallmymanager

Guy:IfI’mnotbeingtooforwardcaniaskwhat’sgoingon?

Thisisanembarrassingsituationtoexplain..

Me:i..My..Mycarddeclinesican’tpaymybill

Hereacheddowntohispocketandtookouthiswallet..HetookoutaR100noteandgaveitto

thewaitresses.

Sheputitthroughandgavehimthechange..

Him:Itsokayyoucankeepit

Cashier:Thankyou

Me:Thatwasembarrassing,thankyou

Him:Itsmypleasure



Istartedwalkingtotheexit..

Him:Doyouhaveaminuteorso?

Istoppedthenturnedbackandlookedathim..

Him:I’msupposedtomeetupwithsomeonebuttheyrunninglatewouldyoupleasehaveone

drinkwithme?Myfriendjustleftandidon’twannalooklikeafoolallsittingalone..

Ilookedathim,hewastoocuteformetosayno.

Me:Uhm

Him:justonemilkshake

Me:Justone?

Him:justone..

Weorderedthenwenttositdown.

Him:I’mkeeganbytheway

Me:Funi

Him:NicetomeetyouFuni

Me:Samehere..

Thewaitressbroughtourmilkshakestous..

Him:Thankyou

Me:Thankyou

Him:SoFuniareyoufromaroundhere?

Me:Youcansaythat,andyou?

Him:I’mfromasmallcoloredhoodcalledGeluksdaal

Me:Letmeguessonlycoloredsresidethere?

Hechuckled

Her:Nothereareblackpeoplelivingthere..Youhaven’tbeentherebefore?

Me:idon’tevenknowwhereitis

Him:Maybeonedayyoushouldcome



Me:Maybe.

Hisphonerang..Hetookitoutandansweredit..

Him:Heyman..I’matwimpywaitingforyou..AytcoolmyNigga

Hethenhungedup

Me:Areyouevenallowedtosaytheword“Nigga”

Him:Thinkit’sgonnamakemesoundracist?

Me:ithinkso

Him:Atleastnooneheardmethen

Ilaughedalittle..

Me:Maybeishouldgobeforeyourfriendcomes

Him:Don’tbeinsaneI’mstillenjoyingyourcompany

Ismiledandlookeddown..

Him:Lookatherallblushing..

Hewasreallymakingmeblush.

Me:I’mnotblushingHau

Him:Callitwhateveryouwannacallit..

Hisphonebeeped,hecheckedit..Thenhetypedsomething.

Him:Myboyishere

Ilookedatthedoor,andicouldn’tbelievewhoentereditwasZuko..Keeganraiseduphishand

forhimtospothim..

Wow!!Didtheyplanthis??
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Icouldn’tbelievethisatall,ilookeddownandlaughedalittlewhileiwastryingtocomprehend

whatwasgoingon…

Keegan:Amimissingsomething?



Zuko:Uhm(Clearsthroat)..Wealreadyknoweachother

Keegan:Smallworldthatwelivein

IlookedatZuko…

Me:wasthisplannedhuh?

Zuko:FuniI’vebeentryingtocallyou

Me:Why?Soyoucansexualviolatemeatthebackofyourcaragain?

Keegan:holdup!What’sgoingon?

Zuko:Funi..

Iwasnowboilingistoodup..

Me:sowhat?Youdecidedtohookupyourhomiessothatallyoucangangrapeme???Isthat

whyyoubuyingmeamilkshakeKeegan??

Keegan:WhatissheTalkingaboutZuk?

Istoodupandtookmybagthenstartedwalkingaway,Zukograbbedmyarm.Iturnedaround

andslappedhim…

Me:Don’tevertouchme!!

IclickedmytongueandWalkedout..

Howcanibesuchafool?Whydidn’tiseethatthiswastheirwholeplanfromthewordgo..

IpassedbyattheATMandwithdrewR500..iwenttobuyafewtoiletriesandboughta6-packof

Savannah..

Asiwaswalkingtothetaxirankmyphonevibratedinmybaganditookitout..Itwasanumber

Ididn’tknow.Ihesitatedtoanswerwhatifit’sZuko…

Thepersonkeptoncallingthattheywereirritatingmenow..

Ianswered

Me:What??

Voice:indlelayokukhulumanabantuabadalaleyo(isthatthewayoftalkingtoyourelders)

Me:Sorry

Itwasafemalevoice,soundedabitold..

Her:ItsGrams



Me:OhwhiGrams

Her:I’mcallingyoubecauseofyourFather

Myheartsank,mythroatbecamedry..

Me:MyFarth..What’swrong?

Her:Heisverysickandhewantstoseeyou.Yourdeparturetookatollonhim

Ididn’tknowwhattosay..

Her:Funimysonlovesyou.Iamwillingtoputasidemydifferenceswithyouforhissake.Can

youpleasecomebackhome?

IssheBeingsincere?

Me:That’ssomethingihavetothinkabout

Her:What’stheretothinkabout?Heraisedyou,hetookcareofyouwhenyouhadnowhereto

go,hegaveyouahomeandputyouthroughschoolandyouwannaabandonhimlikethat?

Ohwwowsosheforgotthatilefthomebecauseofher,andshe’snotevensorry..

Her:Holdonhewantstotalktoyou

Whatamigonnasaytohim?Wehaven’tspokenforawhile..

Him:Funi..

Me:Papa..

Iwasoverwhelmedbydifferentemotions..

Him:Kunjani?(howareyou)

Me:I’mfine,andhowareyou?

Hecoughedalittle

Him:ngiyazama(I’mgettingthere)

Me:I’mgladtohearthat

Him:BuyaekhayaDodo(comebackhome)

Ihavealwaysbeenadaddy’sgirlandbeingawayfrommyfatherlikethiswastoohardforme.

Webestfriends,hismyeverythingwe’vealwaysbeencloseilovemyfathermorethanilovemy

mother..

Imisshimiwannagobackhome..



Me:iwouldliketocomehome

Him:Pleasecomehome

Imadeadealwithhimthatiwillcomebackhometoday…

Aftertalkingtohim,iwenttoRomanspizza.GotmeasmallpizzawithacanonIronbrew..

Igotasenseofreliefaftertalkingtomyfather,knowingthathisaliveeasesmyheart..

AfterEating,itookataxiandwenttoJozi’splace..Seeingthatitwouldbemylastdaytherei

decidedtocookthemadeliciousdinner..

Zakeswalkedintothekitchenwhileiwasstillbusycooking.Iwascookingwhileplayingmusic

anddrinkingSavannah..

Him:Someoneisinagoodmood

Me:Ohwithoughtiwasalone

Him:iwassleeping

Hesatdown..

Him:Whatareyoucooking?

Me:Justbeefstew

Him:Can’twaittotastethat

Me:Thankyouforlettingmeguysstaywithyou

Him:Youfamily

Me:Butstillifeltlikeiwascrowdingyourspace

Him:Nonsense!ThishouseistoobigformeandJozi

Ijustsmiled..

Him:UhmJozi

Me:Yes?

Him:I’mnotonetomeddleinotherpeople’saffairsbut..

Ilookedathim

Him:Zukohasbeenaskingaboutyou

Me:Sayingwhat?



Him:ThatChapisintoyouFuni,hisreallyintoyouandsinceyoudon’twannatalktohimhis

beenaheavymess

Apartofmewantstobelievethat,butapartofmedoesn’twanttoo..

Me:Whyishelikethat?

Him:Zuko..Afterhiswifepassedonhefounddrugsasaneasywaytoescapethepainthathe

wasembeddedin..

Me:Zukoisintodrugs?

Him:Cocainetobespecific.HeneedssomeonetohelphimthroughthisFuni

Me:Heneedstoseeaprofessional,heneedsprofessionalhelpandnotme..

Itwassadtohearthat,butZukoneedsprofessionalhelp
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JozidrovemehomeaftermeandeatingtheDinnerI’vecooked.Iwasthinkingaboutwhat

Zakessaidtome,thatiwasveryquietinthecar..

Jozi:Whydon’tyoujustcalltheguy?

Mymindwasfaraway…IfeltherShakingmeabit.

Me:Huh?

Her:Justcalltheguy

Me:Who?

Her:Youknowwho

Me:Whosaidiwantedtocallhim?

Her:Girldon’tplaywithme,youknowwhatimean

Me:I’mdonewithZukoforgood.

Wasireallydonewithhimthough??…

WegothomeandJoziparkedbythegate.

Her:Areyoureadyforthatoldhag?



Me:pheeew!!Don’tevenstartwiththatone

Her:Wantmetogoinsidewithyou?

Me:yayoucan…

Wegotoutofthecar,gotmybagatthebackandWalkedin.Iwasnervous,idon’tknowhowmy

fatherwasgoingtoreact,especiallyhowileft..

Weknockedthenopenedthedoor,theyweresittinginthelounge.

Myfatherhadaheaterclosetohislegsthatblewoutwarmair..Itwasn’ttoocoldbuthelooked

likehewascold..

MyGrandmawasreadingherBiblewithherglasseson..

Me:Sanibonani(Goodevening)

Theygreetedback..

Dad:Sitdowngirls

Jozi:iaminahurryunfortunatelyicannotnotsit

Dad:HowisZakes?

Her:Heisokay

Icouldtellthatthistopicmadeheruncomfortable.

Grams:Ushadile?(AreyouMarried)

Jozi:EyaKoko

Grams:Doyouwork?

Jozi:YesiworkatAbsa

Grams:PeoplewithAmbition

Iseeshe’sstillInherways..

Jozi:ItwasgreatseeingyouagainMalume

Dad:YoutooJozi

Her:Yallhaveagoodnight

Shelookedatme

Her:I’llcallyou



Me:SharpMzala

Shewalkedaway..

Me:I’llgoputmythingsatthebedroom

Itookmybagandwenttoputitinthebedroom

Itookoutmyclothesandputtheminthewardrobewhenmyphonestartedringing…Ilookedat

it,itwasaprivatenumbers…

Idon’treallyanswerprivatecallsbutthepersonkeptoncallinguntilianswered..

Me:Hello

Voice:Hi

Me:Whoisthis?

Voice:Promiseyouwon’thangup?

Me:Zuko?

Him:Funipleaselistentome

Me:WhatdoyouwantZuko??

him:ijustwannaseeyouFunisowecantalkaboutwhathappened

Hisvoicewasbreaking,icouldfeeltheemotionsbehindthatvoice..

Me:Meetupsoyoucangetmedrunkandrapemeatthebackseatsofyourcar?

Him:ndiyak’celaFuni(FuniPlease)

Idon’tknowbuthisvoicewashittingmedeepinside,ifoundmyselfwantingtocry..

Me:NoZuko,pleaseleavemealone!

Him:Fu..

Ihungedupandthrewmyphoneonmybed.

Tearsburnedmyeyes,Zukoandiwedon’tknoweachotherthatwellsowhyamievenfeeling

likethis?

Ifeltsomeoneclearingtheirthroat,ilookedatthedoorwayanditwasmyfather.

Him:Mayicomein?

Me:Yes



Iwipedmytears…hesatonmybed.

Him:What’swrong?

Me:Nothing

Him:Irememberwhenyouwerealittlegirl,weusedtotellmeeverything..Wetalkedabout

everything.

Idon’tevenknowhowI’mgonnatellmyfatheraboutwhathappened..

Isatnexttohim.

Him:doesithavetodowithaguy?

Inodded..

Him:Doyouwanttotalkaboutit?

Me:Notreally

Him:Howdoyoufeelabouthim?

Me:Dadit’sawkwardtalkingtoyouaboutthis

Him:acertainguyidon’tknowismakingmybabycryithinkineedtoknowwhoheis..Cani

havehisnameatleast?

Iexhaled..

Me:ZukoMqela

Him:Whendidyoumeethim?

Me:Dad..

Him:Okayimbackingoff.

Hekissedmeonmyforehead

Him:I’mgladyouback

Me:metoo

Hestoodupandwent..

Myphonebeeped,anditwasatextfromZukowhichread:

“iknowyouhateme,iknowyouneverwannaseemeagainandidon’tblameyou.Ificouldtake

backwhatididthatnightiwould.IlikeyoualotFuni,andI’mdeeplysorryaboutwhathappened.

Ihopethatonedayyouwillfindthecouragetoforgiveme”



Iwishicanjusterasewhathappenedthatnightbuticannot,willieverForgiveZuko??Itruly

don’tknowbutihopeiwill..

Aweekpassed,thingsathomewerepeaceful.Myfather’shealthwasstablemyGrandmalefta

daybefore..

ItwasSaturdaynightaround18:00iwasatJozi’splacemeandherwereplanningongoingout

fordrinks,justhaveapeacefulnight..

Joziisveryslowwhenitcomestogettingreadyihavebeenwaitingforherforanhournow..

Shewaswearingleggingswithheels,ablackvestandaleatherjacket.Iwaswearingapurple

jumpsuit,withablackbeltandpurpleheels..Ihadtakenoffmybraidsihadanafronyana..

Jozi:Wecangonowbeforeyoudie!

Me:Itsabouttime!

WetookourbagsandWalkeddownstairs….Wemadeourwaytothedoorbutsomeonebeatus

uptoitandopenedfirst..Zakeswalkedin,hewaswithZuko.Zukowasholdingaveryadorable

cutebabyboywhomifiguredit’shisson,hewasalsocarryinghisbag.

Jozilostitwhenshesawthebaby..

Jozi:Aphiwe!!

ShetookhimfromZuko

Jozi:Howareyoubaby?Lookatyouallgrownup..AkasemhlenjeZuks..

Zukosmiledather..

Ilookedathimhewaslookingfreshasalways..

Zakes:Areyouguysgoingsomewhere?

Jozi:Wegoingout

Zukolookedatme,ilookedawaytryingtoavoideyecontact..

Him:HelloFuni

Me:Hi

Iwasn’tangryathimanymore,Ihadlearnedtolivewithwhathedidtome.
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IwaswaitingforJozitosaythewordsowecouldgo.BeinginZuko’spresencejustdidthings

tome.Stillhardformetotakeallthathotnessin,itwasnoliethatZukoishot.Iwasmostly

lookingdownorawaytryingtoavoideyecontact..

Jozi:Let’sgobabe

Thatwasareliefonmyside,ZukolookedatmeuntilIexited..

WegottoJozi’sCarandshedrovetoHatfield.That’swherewemostlygetdown..

WegottoHatfieldandwewereplanningtohavefunespeciallybecauseitwasaSaturday.We

startedoffwithcocktails,thenciders..Wewantedtotakeitslowwasgonnabealongnight…

Joziwasalldancingandminglingwithniggas,iwasallsittingtherethinkingaboutZuko..Idon’t

knowwhyhewasallinmymindallofasudden,orwastheAlcoholgettingtome???

DjmadeMattersworsebyplaying“Donald_Denial”

Especiallywhenhesays:

“Babeyouindenial,girlyoulovemeso..That’sthereasonyoushouldbemine,girliloveyou

more”

Amireallyindenial?Doihaveathingforthisguy?

Jozicametome..

Her:AiiMzitowabhorawaitse?

Me:Whatdidido?

Her:Wecametohavefunhereandwenayousittingdown

Me:I’mjustnotinthemood

Her:What’swrong?

Itookmyglassfromthetableandtookasipthenputitback

Me:ItsnothingJozi

Shecametositnexttome..

Her:KengFuni?Talktome

Ifelttearsfalling..

Me:ican’tgethimoffmymind



Her:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:themoreiwannahatehim,it’slikethemoreifallhardforme

Her:ArewetalkingaboutZuks?

Inoddedmyhead

Her:Maybeyoushouldcallhim

Me:No

Her:Theproblemwithyouisthatyoustubborn,takethephoneandcallhim

Me:Maybeit’sthealcoholtalking

Her:alcoholmakesapersonhonest,Sogocallhim..

Itookmyphoneandstoodup,ialmostfell..

Jozi:careful,doyouwantmetogowithyou?

Me:I’mfine

Istartedwalkingtothedoorbecauseitwasnoisyinside..

Ihadtakenoffmyheels,can’twalkonthatwhenI’mdrunk..

Iwasnowoutside,iwasbusyaskingmyselfifishouldcallhimornot..

Me:ComeonFuniyoucandothis..

Itookadeepbreathandcalledhim..Hisphonerangforalongtimebeforeheanswered.Iwas

eventhinkingofHangingup…

Him:Zukshello.

Myheartskippedabeat,ididn’tknowwhattosay..whoeversaidalcoholgivesyouconfidence

clearlyhasn’tbeeninmyshoes..

Him:Hello???

Me:H..Hi..

Hekeptquietalittle..

Me:Funi?

Me:Ye..Yes..

Him:Youthelastpersoniexpectedacallfrom



Me:Ohw

Him:idon’tmeanthatinabadway

Me:Okay..UhmZuko

Him:Ewe?

Me:im..Ijustwannaletyouknowthat..I’mj..I’mreadytotalk.

Hekeptquietagain..

Me:Zuko,areyoustillthere?

Him:Ndisekhona(I’mStillhere)justwhatyousaidtookmebysurprise

Me:iknowiwasthinkingthatmaybeishouldlistentoyou

Him:Howabouttomorrow?I’mtakingAphiwetothezooyoucancometoo

Me:Thenthat’sperfect..

Him:Shouldipickyouupor?

Me:I’llmeetyouthere

Him:Okaythen

Me:yaihavetogo

Him:Seeyoutomorrow

Me:Bye

Him:Bye

Iexhaledafterhangingup,thatwashectic..

IwentbacktotheclubandnowIcouldhavefun,icouldturnup..

IhadfunwithJozidancinglikeCrazyespeciallywhenmyfavouritesong“Alyxx

Dione_Chingalinga”

Joziandilefttheclubataround02:00,iwasdone.Ididn’tgohomewewentstraighttoher

houseandicrashedthereforthenight..Idon’tlikeknockingformyfatherintheearlyhoursof

themorning..

Iwokeupthefollowingday,ihadforgottentodrinkwaterbeforesleepingsoyahangoverwas

playingwithme..

ItookmyphoneandihadalotofmissedcallsfromZukoandmydad..Ilookedatthetimeit



was11:00am..

Icalledmyfatherfirst,I’msurehisworriedaboutme.

Him:Funi

Me:Papa

Him:Whathappenedtoyou?

Me:I’msorryJoziandilefttheclublate,ididn’thavemykeyswithmeandididn’twannaknock

andwakeyouup

Him:iwasworriedaboutyou,ihardlyslept

Me:I’msorry

Him:Youshould’veatleastcalled

Me:I’msorrypapaipromiseI’llcallnexttime

Him:Whenareyoucominghome?

Me:latertoday

Him:Okay

Me:iloveyouandI’llseeyoulater

Him:iloveyoutoo..

AfterhangingupicalledZuko…hedidn’ttakethatlongtoanswer..

Him:Bunjulam

Me:What?

Him:Eishsorrythoughtyouweresomeoneelse

Me:Ohwyourgfmaybe?

Hechuckled.

Him:Maybe

Me:iwonder.

Him:Wewaitedforyou

Me:YouhaveagfZuks?



Him:Yes

Me:Ohw

Him:Shejustdoesn’tknowyet

Me:Why?

Him:ListentothesongI’mplayinginmycar

Heincreasedthevolume..Thesongwas“Donald_Denial”

Me:Youknowit’ssuchacoincidencethattheywereplayingthesamesongintheclublastnight

Him:Isit?

Me:Yes

Him:Thenshe’sindenialforreal

Thiscannotbeacoincidence..
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Zukosaidthathewillcomeandseemewhentheygetbackfromzoo.Ihadtogohometo

preparemyself.Icouldn’tdecidewhichoutfittowear,ididn’twannabetoorevealingandididn’t

wannalookDull..

It’snotlikewegoingonaseriousdate,thelatetimeiheardhesaidwe’lljustgograbsomething

toeatatMcDonaldsjustchill,mehimandAphiwe..

SoiworemyblackboobtubeMermaiddress,andmyblacksandals.Iputonmyhairband,my

braidsareverylongtheyalmostreachmybutt..

Ididn’tputmuchmakeupjustaneyeliner,mascara,andaneyeshadowthatcomplimentedmy

Lipstick.

Zukowastofetchmeathomebecausemyfatherwantedtoseehim,iwasabitnervous.My

fatherisnotaDifficultpersonbutireallydon’tknowhowhisgonnareacttothissituation..

Iwaspacingupanddownatthekitchen,itwasnow15:00mydadwassittingatthetable

readinganewspaper..

Him:SitdownDodoyoumakingmedizzy

Me:Sorry



Istoodbythekitchensink.Heclosedhisnewspaper.

Him:Youlooknervous

Me:Hmmmmm?NoI’mnotnervousjust..

Dad:ifhisanicedecentboythenyoudonothavetobenervousaboutmeeting.

Me:Whatifyoudon’tlikehim?

Him:ithoughtyousaidyouguysarefriends?

Me:Weare..Imeanilikehimalot

Myphonebeeped,wasatextfromhimthathisatthegate..

Me:Hishere

Ihadtexthimmyaddressearlier..

Dad:Welltellhimtocomein

Itexthimtocometothehouse..

Me:Dadpleasebenice

Him:iamalwaysnice..

Afteraminuteorso,therewasaknockatthedoor….

Dad:I’llgetit

Iwasverynervous,assomiziwouldsaymyheartatthatmomentlefttheleftandwenttothe

right…

Myfatherstoodupandwenttoopenthedoor…

Dad:Canihelpyou?

ThisisExactlywhatIwasafraidoff.

Zuko:GoodafternoonSir,I’mZukoandI’mhereforFuni

MyFatheropenedthedoorandhegotin..

Dad:yourFathernevertaughtyouthatyoumusttakeoffyourhatwhenyouindoors?

Me:Dad…

Zukotookoffhishat



Dad:Hedoesn’tevenknowasimpleprinciplehowcanItrusthimwithyourlife?

Me:Dadyouembarrassingme

Dad:Haveherhomenotlaterthan22:00

Zuko:Yessir

Helookedatme

Zuko:AreyoureadyTogo?

Me:Yes

Dad:Rememberoneimportantthing,shemightnotbethebestbutshe’stheonlyDaughteri

have

Zuko:Yessir

Iopenedthedoorandwewent..

Me:Sorryaboutthat,myfatherIsjustsomehowsometimes

Him:Hislookingoutforyou

Me:Morelikeheembarrassedme

Hechuckled..

Him:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,andyounotbadyourself

HewasaJean,browntimbalandbootsandawhitetshirt..

Him:Wellthankyou

HeopenedthedoorofhisJaguarforme,andiwentinside..Hewenttothedriver’sseatand

drove..

IwasabitnervousbeinginZuko’spresenceespeciallyafterwhathappenedthatnight…

Me:ThoughtAphiwewouldbearound

Him:Hehadalongday,hehadtogohomeandrestalittle

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Him:You’llsee

Ihopeit’snotacluborloungeorpubandgrillbecauseidon’twantusgoingbacktosquare



one..

Hisphonerang,hetookitoutandlookedatit..

Him:Whatdoesshewant?

Heanswered

Him:Fikile..I’mnotbusyI’mjustdriving..YeyakedidisendyoutoCapeTown??..Idon’t

understandwhyihavetofetchyou…FineI’llberightthere..

Hehungedupandclickedhistongue.

Hekeptquietdidn’tsayanything.Iknowwenotdatingkodwaiwouldlikeabitofsome

explanation..

Afterawhilehelookedatms..

Him:Ohhsorrythatwasmysister,shewasatCapeTowncamebacktodaynowihavetofetch

herphayaeptastation..

Him:Okay

WegottoPtastationwherebusesstop.Lookedlikebuseshadjustdroppedoffpeoplebecause

itwasabitfull..Zukocalledheragaintotellherthatweatthestationandshesaidshecansee

him..

Afterthatcallisawayellowboneapproachingus,shehadbagswithher..Didn’ttelltakeher

thatlongtoreachwherewewerestanding.

Zukohuggedher.

Zuko:kutheniuMamaangandixelelangaukubausekapa(whydidn’tmomtellmethatyouatcpt)

Her:andazi(idon’tknow)

Lookingathersheseemedasiflikeshehasattitudenyana

Zuko:FunimeetmylittlesisterFikilebutwecallherfiks,andfiksmeetFuni..

Shelookedatme

Her:issheyourgf?

Zuko:Notreally

Her:Goodbecauseit’llneverworkbetweenyouandher

Shesaidthatwhiletakingherbagsandwalkingaway



Zuko:uthikutheni(whatareyoutryingtosay)

Fiks:Ndithethainyaninje(I’mtellingthetruth)

Me:Wow!

Zuko:ifyougonnabestayingatmyhouseyouneedtodropthatattitude

Weallwalkeduptothecar..

Me:Canihelpyouwiththebags?

Her:Noicarrymyownshit!

Zuko:Excuseyou?

Sheorganisedherself..

Her:Uxolo(sorry)

Zukotooksomeofthebagsandwewalked.WhydoesitlooklikeI’mgonnahaveithardwith

thisgirl..
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WewereatMcDonaldshavinglunch.Ididn’ttouchmymeal,iwasstarringatthisfiksinmy

mindihavealreadykilledher.Whatwasleftwasformetojumpacrossthetableandstrangle

hertodeath..

Zukoshookmeabit..

Zuko:Areyoualright?

Ifakedasmile

Me:Yesiam

ImaintainedaseriousfaceafterthatandlookedatFiks..

Zuko:Fiksforhowlongareyouplanningtostayatmyhouse?

Fiks:Why?Aminotwelcomed?

Zuko:Khangenditsho(ididn’tsay)

Fiks:Andazi(idon’tknow)



Idrankmysoda,iwascravingtoputmyhandsonthisbitchandturnherintoabeauty

sandwich..

Afterthatlunch,weleftbutididn’ttouchmymealsoihaditasatakeaway…

WedroveuptoZuko’splace,hishousewasatIrenePark.Itwasbigandbeautiful..

HetookFiksluggageandwewalkedinside.Ireallyadoredhishouse,wasjustverybeautiful..

Hismaidorbabysitterwasatthekitchen,icouldn’tmakeoutifitwasamaidorbabysitter..

Fiks:Ziyanda!

Thewomanlookedather..

Her:Fikile,Yeyake!

Fikswentuptoherandhuggedher.

Ziyanda:uphumaphikengoku?(Whereyourfrom)

Fiks:ndiveleeKapa(imfromCapeTown)

Ziyanda:ubuyokwenzantonieKapa(whatwhereyoudoing)

Fiks:zezizintozemodelling(it’sthismodellingbusiness)

Zuko’sphonerang..

Him:Excusemeguys

Hewalkedout..

Istoodtherenotknowingwhattosay,orhowtoreactI’msureeventhisZiyandawon’tlikeme..

Shelookedatme.

Her:Molokalokusisi(Goodafternoon)

Me:Hi

Her:ndinguZiyandakemna(mynameisZiyanda)

Me:Funi

Sheshookmyhand..

Fiks:LetmegoandPutmyluggageupstairs,Ziyandayoucanhelpme

Ziyanda:Akhongxakimntakadadebawo

Ziyandahelpedherwiththebagsandtheywentupstairs…



Zukocameback..

Him:ThatwasZakes,himandJoziareatthisotherloungewannatagalong?

Me:AslongasI’llhomebyhome

Hesmiled..

Him:Thenwebettergetgoing

Wewalkedouttohiscar,andhedrovetothelounge..

Me:Yourhouseisbeautiful

Him:Thankyou

Ilookeddown

Him:Yintoningoku?(what’swrongnow)

Me:Whywasyoursisterrudetome?

Him:Fiksislikethat,justdon’tmindher

I’dunderstandifshewas13kodwashe’stoooldtobedoingthatshit..

Wegottothelounge,wassomewherekoJhb..

WewentinandjoinedJoziwithZakes.Itwasabusyloungewasn’tthatfullbecauseitlooked

expensivenoteveryonecanaffordtobehere..

Jozi:Niceofyouguystojoinus…

Me:I’mhappytobehere

Zuko:Whatshouldigetyou?

Me:Hunter’sGold

Him:Okay

Zakes:Letmegowithyouman

Theybothwent..

Jozilookedatme..

Her:andthen?

Me:imethissisterandgirlthatbitchhasattitudeforyears



Jozi:Areyouforreal?

Me:Youhavenoidea,ifeltlikestranglingherrightthere

Jozi:don’tlethergettoyou….

IwaitedandwaitedforZukotocomebackwithmyHunter’sGoldkodwaDololo(nothing)..

Me:iwonderwhat’stakingZukosoolong

Jozifrowned..

Me:What’sup?

Her:Theyprobablydoingcokewherevertheyare

Me:Zakesisonthatstafftoo?

Shenoddedherhead..

Me:What’shisexcuse?

Her:idon’tknowandidon’tcare

Theyshowedupafteranhour,Zukowasemptyhanded..

Me:WhathappenedtomyHunter’sGold?

Him:Shitiforgot…

Hewassniffingandwipinghisnose

Him:I’llgetit

Me:I’llgetformyself.

HegavemeaR200note,andiwenttothebar..

Me:SorrycanipleasehavesomeHunter’sGold?

Thebarmanwasmixingsomedrinks,probablymakingacocktail

Me:Thatlooksnice

Hesmiled.

Him:Wannatryit?

Me:Yeawhynot?

Hepouredformeandgaveittome..



Him:Itsonthehouse

Me:Luckyme

Itookasip

Me:Hmmmm

Him:And?

Me:Youknowyourstory

Itookasipagainandhewasallstarringatme..

Me:Somethingwrong?

Him:Noyoujust…Youverypretty

Iblushed..

Him:Youmoreprettywhenyoublush

Me:Stopit..

Him:I’msureabeautifulladylikeyouisnotherealone

Beforeicouldansweriheardavoicebehindmesaying

“youdamnrightaboutthat”

IknewitwasZuko..Hecameuptome.Hegentlysqueezedmycheek

Him:Bunjuiwaswonderingwhat’stakingyousolong

Me:Welli..Iwastryingoutsomecocktails.

Helookedatthecocktail

Him:Thatlookscheap

Barman:itlookscheapbutshewasherebuyingHunter’sGold

Me:Saywhat?

Zukotooktheglassofcocktailandpoureditathim..

Zuko:Sundiqhelakwediniyeva?

Thebarmantookoffhistshirt..Andhelaughed..

Zuko:YoushouldbehappythatI’mhere,becausethemoneyispendinthisloungecanbuyyou



yourlife!!

HaiboZuko!!!!….Amazingwhatdrugscandotoaperson.
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Wejustgottohishouse,heopenedthekitchendoorandwewalkedin..Itwasjustafter00:00i

couldn’tgohomethatlateandknockformyfather,ihatewakinghimup.Plusididn’twannago

homeandhearhimtalkingaboutkillingZuko..

Itookoffmyshoesaswewerewalkingupstairs,iwasfollowinghimashewasleadingtheway..

Iwasangry,Zukoshouldn’thaveactedthatway..

Itookoffmyshoeswhenwegottohisbedroom,hetriedcomingcloseandtouchingmebuti

slightlypushedhimoff..

Me:Please!

Heputhishandsinhispockets..

Him:idon’tunderstandwhyyouangry

Me:Whatyoudidwasuncalledfor,bububhanxaKphela(itwasstupid)

Him:Uyibonilelachapukubaithethenjaninawe?(didyouseehowthatguytalkedtoyou)

Me:Youcausedunnecessarydrama

Hesniffedandwipedhisnose..

Him:I’mnotgonnaapologiseforstandinguptothatfoolforyou!

Me:ididn’texpectyoutoapologise

Him:Good!

Me:Good..

Him:G.O.O.D

Hewalkedoutaftersayingthat..

Myrangasisatonthehisbed,itookitoutfrommybagandanswereditwasJozi..

Me:Dade



Her:DadeI’mjustcallingtofindoutifyouhavearrived?

Me:Yaidid

Her:wasn’tyourFatherangry?

Me:I’mnotathome

Her:Whereareyou?

Me:Don’tfreakout

Her:Whywouldifreakout?

Me:I’matZuko’splace

Her:What!!(shouting)

Me:ijustsaiddon’tfreakout..

Her:WhatareyoudoingatZuko’splaceyousupposedathome

Me:longstoryJozi

Her:FinethenIwasjustcallingtoseethatyouokay

Me:Thankyou

Her:I’llcallyoutomorrow..

Me:Okaybae

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

Ihungedupputmyphonebackinmybag..

Iwenttoshower,theniworeoneofhisTshirts…Beforeigotinbediwentdownstairstolookfor

himbuthewasn’taround.Thehousewasveryquiet..

Iwentbackupstairsandtriedtosleep..

Iwokeupinthemorning,thesunwashittingmehard.Igotupandstretchedmyself..Ilooked

onmysideanditdawnedonmethatisleptaloneinthatbigcoldbed..Igotoutofbedandwent

towashmyfaceinthebathroomandthenrinsedmymouth….

Itookoffhistshirtandfoldeditthenplaceditnicelyonhisbed.Iputonmydressandwent

downstairs….TomysurprisehewasInthekitchenpreparingbreakfast.Hewaswearingasuit

withAphiwesittingonthehighchairbusymakingnoise..



Zuko:BoyI’mwarningyouforthelasttime..

Me:Goodmorning

Helookedatme..

Him:iwasmakingyoubreakfast,thoughtyouweregonnawakeuptoadeliciousbreakfast..

Me:Don’tbother,I’llbeeatingathome

Istartedwalkingtothedoor…

Him:Funi

Istopped..

Him:I’msorry

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim,hewaslookingatme..

Me:Itsokay

Hecametomeandheldmyhands..

Him:iactedlikeajerkthewholenightandI’msorry

Me:Isthiswhat’sgonnahappeneverytimewhenwegoout?

Helookeddown,hewasashamed..

Him:i..funithehonesttruthis..

Me:Is?

Him:idon’tknowhowtotreatawomanright

Me:Howisthat?Youweremarriedweren’tyou?

Him:Yesbutthatdoesn’tmeanthatshewashappythroughoutourwholemarriage..

Me:What’stheproblem?Areyouabusive?Doyoubeatawomantillshecan’twalk?

Him:No..I..

Me:Emotionalabuse?Sexualabuse?Whatisitreallybec..

HekissedmewhileiwasbusyTryingtofinishmysentence..Afterafewsecondshepulledout,

thatkissleftmebeggingformore..

Him:Wouldyoujustletmefinish?



Ilethimbe..

Him:ihaveneverraisedmyhandtoawoman,noiamnotabusiveinanyofthoseways..

Ilookedathim..

Him:ijust..Ifailtoappreciateawomanthat’sinmylife

Me:Whyisthat?

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Him:GuessI’mjustajerkbynature

Ilaughedabitatthatcomment

Him:Andwhatdoyouknow,thecornersofhermouthmoved

Me:Stopit

Him:ilikeyouFuni,andidon’twantwhathappenedlastnightruinmychancesofbeingwithyou

Me:Youjustgottastopactinglikeyoucrazy

Him:ForyouI’llstop

Me:Okay

Helookedatmeallsmiling

Me:ithinkweburningsomething

Heturnedaround..

Him:Shit.

Hetookthedishclothandmovedthepanfromthestove

Aphiwe:Whuuuu!!

Zuko:Theregoesourbreakfast

Me:Atleastyoutried

Him:Maybewecangoout..

Helookedathiswristwatch..

Him:istillhaveafewminutesbeforeIgototheoffice,letmejustgogetmythings..

IwalkeduptoAphiwehewasverycute..



Me:Heyyoucutiepie

Ilethimwrappedhistinyhandaroundmythumbofwishheattemptedtoputinhismouth…

Me:Youjusteatanythingyoucomeacross

Voice:That’sbecausehistoothing

Ilookedupitwasfiks…HecametoAphiweandpushedmeoffthewayalittle

Her:Heyboy

Shepickedhimup..

Me:Fiksright?

Her:Whowantstoknow?

Me:ifimayask,whydon’tyoulikeme?Imeandon’tyouthinkit’soddbecausewedon’teven

knoweachotherthatwell??

Her:idon’tknowhey,letmesee

Shekeptquietforawhile..

Her:Maybeit’sBecausemybrotherisrichandeverytrashwantstothrowthemselvesathim

Iraisedupmyhand,ialmostslappedher..

Me:Ungang’jwayelikabiuyezwa??

Her:iwishyoucoulddoit!!Iwishyoucouldmotherfuckenslapme!!

Me:Whyyoumakingthisabigdeal,I’mnotevendatingyou!!

Her:Mybrotherisme!!

Wewereraisingourvoicesateachother,Aphiwewasnowcrying…

Fiks:Ndizok’qhekezauyevaSundiqhela!!(iwillbeatyouup)

Zukoshowedup,hetookAphiwefromfiks..

Zuko:Fiksgoupstairs

Fiks:But..

Him:I’mnotgonnarepeatmyself

Sheclickedhertongueandleft..Iwasnowcrying,whenigettooangryijustcry…Hehugged

mewithhisotherarm



Him:UxoloBunjulam

Idon’tthinkmeandZuko’sfamilywillgetalong..
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Zukoandihaddecidedtopersuearelationship.Wehavebeendatingfor2weeksnow.Our

relationshipwaspeaceful,ilovespendingtimewithhim,ilovewhatwehaveijustlovebeing

withhimasawhole..

Hewasverygoodtome,hewasagentlemanandialsolikespendingtimewithhisson.

FortunatelyfiksupandLeft,shewentbacktoCapeTowntopersuehermodellingcareer.She

willbegoneforabout6monthsandthatwasarelieffrommyside..

Myfatherwasinhospital,therewascomplicationswithhisprostheticvalvehewasadmitted3

daysago..

TopreventdepressionandstressZukodecidedthatishouldmoveinwiththemforawhileuntil

myfathergetsdischargedbecausehewasscaredthatifilivealoneathomeI’llconstantlykeep

onthinkingalotandI’lleventuallygetdepressed..

Itwasjustaround13:00Zukohadpromisedtocomeandpickmeupsowegoandseemy

father.

Hedidkeephispromise,hecameearlyataround12:45..

Iwasinthebalconyjustgettingfreshairandpreventingmyselffromthinkingtoomuchabout

thissituation..

Iheardtheslidingdoorclosing,iturnedarounditwasZuko.

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Ithinkso

Henoticedthatiwasn’talright.Hecameandhuggedme..

Him:Hisgonnabefine

Me:ihopeso

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:Let’sgo

Wewalkedouttohiscar.ZiyandawasbabysittingAphiweasusual.



Zukowasholdingmyhandinthecarwhiledriving,hereallywastryingtomakemefeelbetter….

Wepassedbyatthemall,gothimabasketfulloffruitsandsomegreensaladwith100%Fruit

juice..

Iamveryscaredoflosingmyfatheriwon’tlie,hisallihaveandifhedies,idon’tknowwhat’s

gonnabecomeofme..

Wegottothehospital,hewasinagovernmenthospitalcouldn’taffordputtinghiminaprivate

hospitalicouldn’taffordthatespeciallywithmysmallchangeigetatwork..Ididn’twannaask

Zukoforhelp,ididn’twanthimthinkingthatimusinghimforhismoney,orI’minthis

relationshipbecauseofhismoney..

Thereasonwhyiaskedhimtocomewithmethistimearoundisbecauseiwanthimtoseethat

myFatherneedsseriousmedicalcareatadifferenthospital..

Whenwegottherehewasnotinagoodstate,thewardjusthadthisuncomfortablefoulsmell

wasjustanenvironmentyouwouldn’twannafindyourselfin.Myfathersharesthewardwith7

othermen,thewardhad8bedsofwhich2ofthosebedswereempty..

Hewaslayingdown,helookedprettysickhecouldn’tgetup..

Me:Papa

Heopenedhiseyesandlookedatme.Helookeddrained,helookedweak,hewaspalewasjust

astateididn’twannafindhiminbecauseyesterdayheseemedtobemakingprogress,but

todayhewasgravesick..

Iputthefoodonhisshelf..

Me:ithoughtyouweremakingprogress,youwerefineyesterdaywhathappenedtoday?

Hisneighbouranswered..

Neighbour:ahhumnakauphathekiletoday(Todayhisverysick)

Me:Didheeatanythingorevenbath?

Neighbour:Akavukanganezetoday(hedidn’tevenwakeuptoday)

Me:WherearethereNurses?Couldn’ttheyhelphim?

Neighbour:ChaSisiuyazinaweukuthiKunjani(youknowhowitishere)

Thatwasaveryheartbreakingsituation..

Neighbour:ngimupheamageubutstill

Me:Whathappenedtotheother2ofyourmates?



Him:ishayilesisi,ishayeizoloebusuku(Theydiedlastnight)

Me:Thatmeanspeopledon’tlasthere?

Him:uyaziit’sacardiacwardweneedseriousattentionbutthisNursesdon’tevenlookatus..

IwashopingthatZukowashearingthis,maybethenhewouldwannahelp.Ilookedathim,he

wasonhisphonehedidn’tevenlookedlikehecaredaboutwhatwashappening..Hedidn’teven

greetmyfather.

Me:ithinkishouldfeedhimsomething

Neighbour:ithingikuncede(letmehelpyou)

Hegotoffhisbedtocomeandhelpme.Wesatmyfatherinsemiuprightpositionandput

pillowsbehindhisbacktobalancehim..

Neighbour:mnakaindodakaziyakhoizokubona(Yourdaughterisheretoseeyou)

Hewasbreathingveryfast,hedidn’tevenhaveenergytoletwords“hello”comeoutfromhis

mouth.Hejustlookedatmeandsmiledathim..

Istartedoffbyatleastbrushinghisteethihadaskedforaspitbowlfromthenurses,afterthatI

wipedhisfacewithhisfacialcloth..HisneighbourwasfullhandsinhelpingZukowasstill

standingtherebusyonhisphone..

MyfatherlookedatZuko..

Him:Z..Zu..

IlookedatZuko..

Me:Zuko

Helookedatme..

Me:Myfatheriscallingyou

Hejustlookedathimandnoddedhisheadthenwentbacktowhathewasdoing..

Ifeltlikeaknifewasjuststruckinmyheart..

Ifedmyfather,ievenletthefriendeat.Ifedhimthegreensaladofwhichhedidn’tfinishand

thenilethimdrinkthefruitjuice..

Neighbour:awushoSisiezakwakholezi?(isheyourbf)

Inoddedmyhead..

Him:ngathingikengamubonakwelinyeiphephaNdabalamabhizinisi,ungusomabhizinisi?(i



oncesawhiminabusinessnewspaper,isheabusinessman)

Me:YahistheCEOofMQ

Him:ngiyasho(ididsayit)

Afterfeedingmydadwechilledjusttalkingmehimandhisfriend.Thefriendwastellingusold

funnystories,myfatherwasnowlookingabitbetterthinkthatfoodhelpedhimalot…

IwouldlookatZukoeverynowandnow,yazihelookedlikehewouldratherbesomewhereelse

thanhere.Helookedirritated,helookeddisgusted..Ithinkmyfatheralsonoticedbecausehe

wouldlookathimthenlookatme..

AfteranhourtheNurserangthebellindicatingthatvisitinghoursareover..

Zukoputhisphoneaway..

Him:ThankGod,youwillfindmeinthecar.

Hewalkedaway..

Iwasveryembarrassedandveryhurtbyhisattitude..Istoodupandhuggedmyfather.

Me:I’llseeyoutomorrow

Him:Takecareofyourself

Me:iwill

Him:idon’ttrusthimFuni,idon’tthinkhistherightmanformylittlegirl…

Friend:Ahhmnakadon’tworry,bonkeosamabhizinisibahlalababusy,bukanjebahlalabacofa

abomakhalekhukhwini(allbusinessmenarelikethat,theyalwaysontheirphones)..

Hewassayingthattomakemyfatherfeelbetter..

Me:Papahisjuststressedtoomuchworkload,it’snoteasyrunningabigcompany..

Him:Areyouhappy?

Ifakedasmile….

Me:iamhappy,hetreatsmegood..

MyphonebeepeditwasatextfromZukowhichread“idon’thavethewholeday”

Me:ihavetogoPapait’sJozishewantstoseeme

Ihatelyingtomyfather,butialsodon’twannastresshim..

IhuggedhimandWalkedouttothecar…



IgottothecarandicouldtellthatZukohadjustdiddrugs..

Ididn’tsayanything.

Him:tomorrowyou’llcomealone,I’malreadylateformymeeting..

Reallymeetingwhilehisthishigh?

Icouldn’tstopthetears,iwassaddenedbymyfather’sstate,iwasalsohurtatwhatZukodid..

Hewipedmytears…

Him:What’swrong?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

HepulledMecloserandilaidmyheadonhisshoulder..

Him:sulilaBunju,yourFatherwillbefine

Didheseehowhewas?Ohwiforgothewasonhisphonethewholetime..confrontinghim

aboutthatwouldbeuselessespeciallyhighasheis..
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Hedroppedmeathomeandthenwentonabouthisbusiness.Icouldn’tstopthinkingaboutmy

father,icouldn’tstopprayingforhim.Ineededhimtobebetter,Istillneedhim..

Ididn’tdomuchfortheday,justwatchedalotofTvandtookafternoonnaps.

Ziyandaleftataround17:00andidecidedtocookdinner.Aphiwewasbusycrawlingaroundon

thekitchenfloorasiwasbusypreparingdinner..

Onethingidon’tlikeIsanotherwomancookingformyMan,iamseriouslynotdownforthat..

Icookedrice,chickencurryanddidafewsalads..

Wheniwasdoneidishedupandputourplatesintheovenforthetimebeing..

ItookAphiweandwenttobathehim,thenifedhimButternutandpreparedhisbottle,then

rockedhimtosleepinhisnurserychair.Hisbedroomwasverybeautiful,wasblueandwhite.He

laidonmychestwhilesuckingonhisbottlebusymakingthosecutesounds..

IamstartingtoloveAphiwelikehismine..Iwaspattinghimgentlyonhisback,thatididn’t

noticeZukowhowasstandingatthedoorwithhisarmsfoldedandsmilingatme,ismiledback

athim..



Me:Shhhhh..

Him:I’mgoingtotakeashower(Whispering)

IstoodupplacedAphiweinhiscrib,thengavehimhispacifier….

Iwentoutandswitchedoffhislight..

Iwenttothebathroom,andheardtheshowerwaterrunning..

Itookoffmyclothesandwenttojoinhim..

Me:needsomecompany?

HelookedatmefromheadtotoewhileWhistling.

Him:HowcanisayNotothat…

Igotinsideandclosedtheshowerdoor..

Hestartedrunninghishandsonmynakedbodywithwaterrunningalloverourbodies.We

startedkissing,hewasgrabbingmyAss.Iwantedhimhewantedme…

Heloweredhishandsandputitinbetweenmythighs,ipartedmylegstogivehimeasyaccess..

Wecontinuedkissingwhilehewasfingerfuckingme.Itwasextreme,iwaslosingmymind,i

wasfeelingpleasureandabitofpainatthesametime..

Iwentdownonhimtoo,hewasmoaningandgrabbingmybraidsoffwhichhewasgoingtopull

themout.Hegotmeupandwasrunninghishandsonmycurves.

Him:iloveyousoomuch

Me:iloveyoutoo

Wehadcrazy,nastysexintheshower.Zukowashittingalltherightplacesmakingmescream

inpleasure..Itwasjustafeelingicouldn’texplain..

Afterthatsteaminghotsessionintheshower,wegotoutandwenttowipeourwetbodiesin

thebedroom.HepulledMeclosertohistowelandstartedwipingme..

Afterthat,ilotionedandputononeonhisshirts.Iwasn’twearinganyunderwear.Wedidn’tuse

acondombutluckilyIwasonapill..

Wewentdownstairstoeatdinner,hehadhisdinnerwithIceteaandihadaglassofwine..

Hewaslookingatmeasiwaseating..

Me:What?



Him:Youknowaftermywifepassedon,ididn’tthinkthatIwasgoingtoloveagain..

Me:Youhardlytalkabouther

Icouldseehowuncomfortablethistopicwasmakinghim..

Him:Itsasituationthatidon’tliketalkingabout..

Ididn’tforcetheissue..

Him:Beforeiforget,ihavesomethingtotellyou

Me:Yes?

Hewipedhismouthwithhisnapkin

Him:YouremembermyfriendRemza?

Me:ido

Him:HiswifeisthemanagerofsomejewelleryshopinWonderparkmall,Sternsjewellery

divisionofTFG.

Me:ididn’tknowhehasawife

Him:Hedoes…oneofthestaffresignedandtheyneedsomeone..

Me:Ohw

Him:ivetalkedtoRemzaandhesaidhisgonnatalktoher,tomorrowyoumustdoyourCV..The

jobisyoursalready.

Ilookedathim..Ididn’tbelieveZukodidn’trunthisbyme,hejusttookadecisionlikethatallby

himself.

Him:Don’tworryitpayswellaroundR5000amonth.Workinghoursareabitchbutyou’llpull

through..

Idrankmywine…

Me:iwishthatyoucould’veranthisbymefirstbeforemakingsucharashdecisionforme.

Him:Youdon’twantthisjob?

Me:idobut,ijustthinkthatngabeukhulumenamikqala(iwishyoucould’vespokentomefirst)

Him:I’msorryididn’tthinkitwasgonnabeanissueconsideringthatyourcurrentjobismaking

yourpeanuts

Me:That’smyqueuetoleave



Istoodupandstartedwalking,heranaftermeandheldmyhand…

Him:I’msorryididn’tmeanitlikethat

Ifoldedmyarms…

Me:Whatdidyoumean?

Hecamecloserandputhishandsaroundmywaist,withhisforeheadagainstmine..hekissed

mynose.

Him:I’msorry,yourightishould’veranitbyyoufirst

Me:Youshould’ve

Him:Doesthatmeantomorrowyou’lldoyourCVthengoandSeeher?

Iexhaled..

Me:FineI’llgo

Him:That’smybabe

Hekissedme..

Him:Howaboutdessertupstairs?

Hesaidthatwhilekissingmeonmyneck

Me:I’dlikethat..

Hepickedmeupandwewentupstairs..

IjustloveZukoandihopeourrelationshipwillsucceed..

Iwokeupthefollowingdayandbathe,ihadtomeetupwiththatwomanveryearlybefore11:00..

IwaitedforZiyandatocome,asicouldn’tleaveAphiwealone.Zukoleavesveryearly,at6am

hisgone..

Ziyandacame,andididn’tevenhavebreakfastiwenttoWonderparkstraight……….

ImadecopiesofmyCVandcertifiedallthenecessarydocumentsthenwenttoSterns.Idon’t

knowhowthisisgonnaturnoutbecauseionlyhavematric.Idon’thaveanytertiary

qualification,nojobexperienceionlyhavematric….

IarrivedatSternsjewelleryataround10am.Itwasasmallbeautifuljewelleryshop..

Therewasablackandawhiteworkeraroundthecounters.Iwenttooneofthem..

Me:Excuseme..



Shelookedatme

Her:Hi

Me:hi..MynameisFunekaMahlangu,andI’mheretoseethemanager

Her:Letmejustcheckifshe’snotbusy

Shewenttothebackoffice..

Ilookedaroundanditwasafancystore,allthoseringsandwhatnot..

Theladycamebacktome.

Her:Youcangoin

Me:Thankyou..

Iwenttoheroffice.Ithoughtiwasgonnaseeablackwoman,butitwasawhitelady.Shewas

verybeautifulandlookedyoungprobablyinhermid30s…

Ididn’tknowRemzawasmarriedtoawhitewoman..

Her:Funekaisit?

Me:Yes

Her:Pleasesitdown

ShestretchedherhandindicatingishouldgivehertheCvandidid..

Shepagedthroughit..

Her:Zuksisputtingmeinaverydifficultposition

Iwasverynervous…

Her:Youhavenoexperienceinanything?

Me:Unfortunatelynot.

Her:You’veneverworkedanywhere?

Me:Nomam’

Shelookedatme,ididn’tknowwhatwasrunninginhermind..
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I’mstillsittinginthatchair,I’mverynervous.Thiswomanlooksabitintimidatingbuthersmile

isverysincere,itrelaxesmeabit..

Her:You’veneverworkedwithpeoplebefore?

Me:I’mcurrentlyworkingatfishnchips,I’mnotsureifthatwillcount

Her:Ofcauseitcounts,alliwantisatleastexperienceinworkingwithpeople.

Shehandsmeacertainform..

Her:Sithereandfilleverythingin

Shestandsup,shetakeshermugandwalksout..

Ilookattheform,it’snotcomplicatedjuststraightforwardquestions.IanswertheQuestions,

mostlyaboutcustomers.It’s20Questionsandbeforeiknowit,I’mdonewiththem..

Shecomesback,shemarksiget18/20shelooksimpressed..

Her:CanyoustartMonday?

Me:UhmYesOfcause

Sheliftshermugupanddrinkswhateverisinside..

Her:Congratulationsyougotthejob..

Wowthatwaseasierthanithought.IstandupI’mhappy..

Her:onemorething,wewearblackandwhiteandbehereat7:45weopenat9:00andcloseat

17:00

Me:Thankyouverymuch,youwon’tbedisappointed

Her:ihopenot.

Iwalkedoutofthereandgotowimpy.Igetsomeburgers,I’mthinkingofgoingtoZuko’s

workplaceiwannasurprisehimwithlunch.Hetakeslunchat13:00nowit’s12:00butI’msure

thatwon’tbeaproblem..

HiscompanyissituatedatPretoriaWest,sobeforeiknowitI’mthere….

.

It’sfirsttimebeinghereandhiscompanyisjustwow.There’sscreensaroundshowingdifferent

games,there’spicturesofgamesallaround.Itwaslikeiwaswalkinginadifferentworld…



Iwalkuptothereception,thereceptionistisonthephoneIhavetheburgersiboughtwithme..

Sheseesmethenputsthephonedown.

Me:Afternoon

Her:Afternooncanihelpyou?

Me:uhmYesI’mhereforZukoMqela

Her:Doyouhaveanappointment?

Me:Unfortunatelyno

Her:Letmecallhimandseeifhisnotbusy

Me:Pleasedo,tellhimit’sFuneka

Her:Okay

Shepicksupthephoneanddialshisextension..

Her:Yessirthere’saladyhereshewantstoseeyouhernameisFuneka..Yessir..

Sheputsthephonedown..

Her:Youcangothrough,gototheelevatorandpress1..

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkuptotheelevator,itopensandiwalkinside.Itclosestheniselect1.AvoicelikeSarie

suddenlystartstalking“Youhaveselectedfloornumber1”

Thisisfancy….

Igettothefirstfloorandit’sonebigAssoffice..Ilikethecoloursofthebuilding,greenand

white…

Iapproachhisofficedoorthere’sagreenandroidRobotjustclosetothedoor..Asipassit,it

lightsupandstartspeaking“WelcometoMQ”

Iswearthiswasjustbeautiful..IgettoadeskofsomewomanwhomI’mthinkingthatit’shis

assistant..

She’sablonde,she’sverybeautiful..

Me:Goodafternoon

Shelooksatme

Me:I’mFunekaI’mheretoseeZuko



Her:Youcangothough

Iwalkuptohisoffice.Hisdoorisglass,everythingisjustglassyoucanseewhateverhis

doing…

Istandatthedoorfirstlookingathim.Hisonhislaptop,hisconcentratinghardonwhateverhis

doing..

Iclearedmythroat,helookedatme…Welookedateachotherforawhilebeforesaying

anything..

Him:Soyoujustgonnastandthereandlookatme

Me:That’sthewholeplan

Heclosedhislaptop,andiclosethedoor.Idon’tknowwhyI’mclosingthedoorbecausethey

canstillseeus..

Iwalkuptohisdeskandhemeetsmehalfway..

Iputthefoodonthetable..Hekissesmeonmyforehead.

Him:Areyoualright?

Me:Yes

Hishandsarearoundmywaist,hisleaningagainstthetable..

Him:Howdiditgo?

Me:Itwentwell,itwentwell,itwentwell

Him:That’sgoodhigh5partnerwedidit

Igivehimahigh5..

Him:I’mproudofyou

Heplantsakissinmylips..

Me:ibroughtyoulunch

Him:Youbroughtmelunch

Hisphonerings,hepicksitup..

Him:Yes?..

Helooksathiswristwatch

Him:Now?..OkayI’lltunein..



Hetakestheremoteandtunesintosomechannel..There’sawomanwhoispreachinginan

auditoriumfullofpeople

Me:Youreligious?

Him:Notexactly

Ilookatthescreenagain,iknowthiswoman.She’sawellknownbusinesswomananda

philanthropist.RichestwomaninSAsheownsaGoldmine

Me:Ohwshe’sdeliveringaspeechlookslikeaseminar..

Isitdown..

Me:ilovethiswomanyoucancallhermyrolemodel

Zuko:Youdo?

Me:YesalotI’mhopingtoattendoneofherseminars,shegivesgoodmotivation

Him:Sheisgood,andshehappenstobemymother

Ilaughed..

Me:Getouthere

Helooksatme,hisnotlaughingorsmiling..

Me:Waitareyouserious?

Him:YesBongiweSithebeismymother

I’llbedamned!!What’snext?BillGatesishisuncle
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Mondaycame,iwasreadytostartatmynewjobbutiwasnervousatthesametime.Ihad

resignedovertheweekendatmypreviousjob,mycolleagueswereverysadaboutthisbutihad

promisedtopopinforavisiteverynowandthen….sothereiwasstandinginfrontofthemirror

lookingatmyownreflection.Iwaswearingahighwaistblackskirtthattookouttheshapeof

mycurvesperfectly,blackfishnetstockings,Blackhighheelsandawhiteshortsleevedtshirt.I

hadmybraidstieduplikeaneatbunasalwayswithablackbandanaaroundthebun…Zuko

walkedintheroomasiwasstillstarringatmyself,hehuggedmefromthebackandplanteda

wetkissonmyneck…

Me:Areyoutryingtomakemelateforwork?Justbecausewenayouoffdoesn’tmeanimoff



too..

Him:YoujustlooksosexyI’mevenafraidtoletyougotowork..

Ichuckled..

Me:iamabitnervousabouttoday

Him:Why?

Me:Itsanewenvironment,idon’treallyknowanythingaboutjewellerywhatififlunk?

Him:Youwilllearn,nowcomeonletmedriveyoutowork..

HespankedmyAssaswewerewalkingout..

Icouldn’twaittotellmydadaboutmynewjob,sinceiwon’tbeabletovisithiminthe

afternoonsanymoreiwillvisithimatnightfrom19:00-20:00that’sifZukoagreestodriveme..

Zukodroppedmeoffatthemall,andsaidhewillseemeduringlunchtime.Igavehima

goodbyekissandWenttowork….

Itwas7:40whenigotthere,theBossopenedthedoorformeandiWalkedinside..Shelooked

atmyoutfitthenwenttothebackofficeandifollowedher…..

Boss:NataliethisisFuneka,andFunekathisisNatalie..

Nataliegreetedmewithawarmsmile,igreetedherback.Shewasaprettyblonde…

Boss:Wealsohaveanotherworker,sheworksflexiblehoursmostlyworksonweekends..

Atleasttellmeshe’sblackplease..

Thebosslookedatme,andclearedherThroat..

Her:Funekathere’safewthingsweneedtodiscussaboutyouroutfit..

Okay…….

Her:Thefishnetstockingsarenotworkingformeatall,theymakeyoulooklikeahooker..

Ohhwow!!!!…

Me:Ohhsorryididn’tknow

Her:Andpleaseapplymakeupnexttime.Iamnotsayingthatyounotbeautifulbutitwillmake

youlookmoreprofessional..

Me:Yesmam’

Her:PleasecallmeTannie



Me:Tannie?

Sherolledhereyes..

Natalie:ItmeansAuntyinAfrikaans..

IdidisiZuluatschool,soforthisbitchtoberollinghereyesatmeiseriouslydon’tknowwhat’s

herstory….

Tannie:Okaygirls.Today’stargetisR20000,makesureyougiveoutalotofrewardscards,and

openthosenewaccounts..

Ididn’tknowwhatshewastalkingabout,andididn’twannaasktoo..

Tannie:NataliepleasegoandshowFunekahowthesystemworksandhelpherwiththe

password..

Natalie:OkayTannie

Natalielookedatme,thenwebothstoodupandwenttothecomputer..

Natalie:ithinkitwillbebetterifyoucouldgetadiarysoyoucannotedowneverything…

Shewenttogetanotebookformetowriteeverything….

Natalieshowedmewheretogoandwhattodowhensomeonecomestopaytheiraccount,and

alsowhensomeonewantstopurchasesomething.Itwasn’tadifficultprocedure,justalotgoing

ontogetmeconfused…..

Weopenedthedoorsat09:00,andistoodbehindmycounter..Customersstartedcomingin,i

wouldaskNatalietohelpmewhereididn’tunderstand….

Imustsayiwasdoingprettywellforanewbie,imadeasaleofR2000onasilverdiamond

ring..Everythingididinoteditdowninmydiary…….

Asiwasworkingthere,iwassurprisedtoseeRemzaandZukowalkingin..Theybothcameto

me.

Remza:Hey,it’sFuniright?

Me:Yes..

Remza:Soyougotthejob?

Me:Yes..

Him:Congratulations

Me:Thankyou



HeturnedandlookedatNatalie..

Remza:MoreNatalie

Nataliewavedathim…

Natalie:Shouldicallherforyou?

Remza:NaaI’lljustsurpriseher

Hemadehiswaytothebackoffice..

IwaslefttherestandingwithZuko..

Him:Sokuqhubekantoniapha?(what’sgoingonhere)

Me:Ahhnothingmuchjustdoingsales..

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:iamveryproudofyou

Me:Thankyoulove..

Wechattedabit,thenRemzaandThebosscameoutfromthebackoffice..

Tannie:HeyZukskeepyourhandstoyourselfdon’tdisturbmyemployees

Zuko:Whatcanisay?Yourworkerslooksexy..

Tannie:Let’sgoboys

Theystartedwalkingout,TannielookedatNatalie

Tannie:ekkomNatalie

Natalie:OkayTannie..

Theywalkedoutalllaughingandtalking..Nataliecametome..

Her:Lookather,laughingasiflikeshe’sagoodperson

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:She’sfuckingbothofthem!

Me:Areyouforreal?

Her:Yes..Zukscomesheremostofthetimeandtheystayatthebackofficeforalongtime,

thenshewillcomeoutfixinghershirtandZukswillbewipingalipstickfromhislips..



Me:Wow!

Natalie:colleague..iseeyougettingclosewiththisZuksguy,stayawayhisbadnews..

Me:inwhatway?

Her:Hisdonefuckedgirlsinthisworkplace,colleaguesofminewhocameandwent..Some

womensayhisabusive,hisintodrugs,hisinvolvedinGangsterism..

Me:Areyouserious?

Her:Yes!Idon’tifyouknowZakesbuthisaGangstertogetherwithRemzaandZuko

Me:doesn’tZukoownacompany?

Her:That’sjustafronttocoverupforhisreallifestyle.

Me:Ohw

Her:StayawayfromZuko,hekilledhiswife

Me:That’stragic

Her:Heisthedevil,heisbadnews..

IwasveryshockedatwhatNataliewassaying..
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Itwasnow12:00wasmylunchtime,Zukokepthispromisehedidcomeandwewenttospurto

havelunchthere..AtworkWeget1hourlunch,whenicomebackThebossisgonnahaveher

lunchthenlaterit’sgonnabeNatalie…

Iwassittingthereandlookingoutofthewindow,mymindwasveryfarawayiwasthinking

aboutwhatNataliehadtoldmeearlieraboutZuko.WasshebeingTruthful?Amitrulydatinga

heartlessdangerousman,oritsjustgossip?…….

Ididn’trealisethatiwasdeepinmythoughtsuntilZukoshookmyhand.Isnappedoutofitand

lookedathim..

Me:Huh?

Hegavemeasidesmile..Thateversoseductive,sexysidesmilethatcouldturnyouonright

there..

Him:Youhaven’ttouchedyourfood,ugrand?



Inoddedmyheadyes..

Him:Sowhatareyourplansforthiscomingweekend?

Me:ithinkI’llbeworking..Andyou?

Heliftedhisforktohismouth..

Him:Itsmybrother’swedding,butsinceyouworkingIguesswillskip..

Me:Youcannotskipyourbrother’swedding

Him:ican,andiwill..

Me:Zuko..

Heinterruptedmebeforeicouldevenfinishthesentence..

Him:Bunjuyoucan’ttakeadayoffyouhavejuststartedatwork..

Me:Zukoheisyourbrother,I’msureBo..

Hehitthetablehard,thatscaredmeabit..

Him:YiyekemaanFuni,kantiuthenina!(isaidleaveit)..

AllEyesmovedtoourtable,thatwasdefinitelyanembarrassingmoment..

Hecalmedhimselfdownandthenreachedoutacrossthetableandheldmyhand…

Him:UxolomaanSkat,justthat..Andifuniukuthethangomtshatokabrotherwami(I’msorry,i

justdon’twannatalkaboutmybrother’swedding)

Me:Itsfine..

Isaidthatsothatwecanmoveonfromwhathappened,butthetruthofthematterwasthatit

wasnotfine,itwasnotfineforZukotohavereactedlikethat.Ididn’tevensaidanythingthat

wasupsetting,ijustwantedtobeasupportivegirlfriendbutitseemsasiflikehehasissues

withhisfamily,andidon’twannabeapartofthoseissues…….

Wecontinuedeatingourlunchinsilenceididn’twannasaysomethingthatcouldtickhimoff..

Afterfinishingeating,hewalkedmebacktoworkataround12:45..

Wegotatthedoorandhekissedmeonmycheek..

Him:I’llfetchyoulater

Me:Okay

Him:iloveyou



Hesaidthatwhilesqueezingmycheek..

Him:Andsmileyoucan’twelcomecustomersintothestorewiththatuglyfrownonyourface..

Itwashardnottosmile,soismiledandlookedaway..

Him:muchbetter

Heheldmyhandandbrushedthebackofitwithhisthumb..

Him:JongaBunju,iamtrulysorryaboutearlier.Ijusthavealotofstressfromwork…

Yeahright!!!

Me:iunderstand..

Hesmiledatme..

Him:seeyoulaterthen

Me:Lateritis..

Heletgoofmyhandandstartedwalkingaway,whileIwalkedinsidetheshop..Nataliegaveme

aweirdlookandijustignoredher..

Iwenttomycounterandjustdidmywork..

Whentheclockhit17:00iwastiredashell..Myfeethurtstandingfrom09:00-17:00wasno

joke..theydon’tpayR5000fornothing,youreallyputinallyourenergy…

Wewentoutoftheshop,andNatalielockedup..Afterlockingup,shegaveThebossthekeysto

thesafe.Wesaidourgoodbyesthenwewentourseparateways..

Asiwasabouttoexitiheardsomeonecallingmyname,iturnedaroundanditwasmybossi

waitedforher…Iwonderwhatshewants.

Her:AreyougoingtowaitforZuko?

Me:UhmYes

Her:Wellthengoodwegonnawaittogether,I’malsogonnawaitformyhusband.Heisfetching

metoday,I’mhavingabitofsomeproblemswithmycar..

Me:Itsokay..

Wewalkedoutandwaitedattheparkinglot..

Her:SoforhowlonghaveyoubeendatingZuko?

Me:Notthatlong



Her:isee

Itwasaveryawkwardmomentiwon’tlie..

Her:imustsaythatiwasverysurprisedwhenilearnedthatyoutwoareseeingeachother

Me:Whyisthat?

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoe..

Her:Don’tgetmewrong,i..Ineverthoughtthatyouwouldbehistype

Me:Whatishistype?

Him:I’vealwaysseenhimwithdifferentgirls..

Me:YouwouldknowthatBecauseyouoneofthegirls

Isaidthatinaverylowtone..

Her:Pardon?

Ilookedather

Me:Excuseme?

Her:LookFuniiamtryingtobeyourfriendhereandlookoutforyou..

Igaveherafakesmile..

Me:Thankyou..

IsawZuko’scarapproachingus..

Me:ithinkthat’smyqueuetoleave,seeyoutomorrowTannie

Shesmiledatme,butitwasn’tafriendlysmile…

IleftherthereandwenttoZuko’scar..Iopenedthedoorandwentinside..

Him:WasthatZeldayouwerestandingwith?

Me:Isthathername?

Him:Youdon’tevenknowyourboss’name

Me:iknowherasTannie

Hechuckled..

Him:Whywasshestandingtherewithyou?



Me:She’swaitingforherhubbytofetchherapparentlythere’ssomethingwrongwithhercar..

Hegavemeaconfusedexpression..

Him:Shecamewithhercarthismorning

Me:Really?

Him:Yes,hercarisperfectlyfine

Me:Someaningshelied?

Him:Ndicinganjalo(ithinkso)

I’llbedamned!!

PART20SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

[04/14,13:37]Ron:PART21SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

Wegothomeataround18:00.Iwastiredashell,myfeethurtididn’twantanythingtodowith

anything.Ijustwantedtobath,eatandthensleep..IwasrelievedtofindthatZiyandahas

cookedDinner,andAphiwewasonthefloorplayingwithhistoys…

Zuko:I’llbeinmystudy,ineedtofaxafewpaperssomewhere..

Me:Okay

Hewalkedtohisstudy…

IlookedatZiyanda..

Me:ThankyouverymuchZiyandayoudon’tknowhowmuchiappreciateyoucooking..

Althoughidon’tlikepeoplecookingformyMan,butatthisinstanceihadnochoiceiwasvery

tired.AndZukodoesn’tliketakeawaysthatmuch….

Thehousephonerang.

Me:I’llgetthatyoucangohome

Her:iwillseeyoutomorrow

Me:Thankyou..

Iwalkeduptothewallandansweredthephone..

Me:Hello..



Afemalevoicestartedspeaking..

Her:Whoisthis?

Me:thequestionishouldbeaskingiswhoareyou?

Her:Yentombazanandini!Ndingathethanonyanawami?(canispeaktomyson)

Isthiswhoithinkitis?IsitMissMqela?

Ididn’tknowwhattosay,ifeltlikeifisaysomethingIwillsaysomethingthat’swrongsothe

bestthingididwastoputthephonedown…….

Thatwasalowmove,theysayfirstimpressionslastandatthisinstanceimighthavemadea

badone….

Thewasnothingicoulddoaboutthesituation,soijustwentupstairsandtookalongrelaxing

bath….justwhatIneeded..

Aftertakingthatlongwarmrelaxingbath,igotoutanddriedmywetbody…..

Ithenwalkeduptothebathroomcabinetandopenedit,iwaslookingforsometoothpaste

whenistumbleduponafewbottleofpills..Itookthemoutandputthemonthecounter.Some

wherestillsealedandsomewherehalfempty..

Ireadthroughanditwasprescriptionpills…

Me:“LuzukoMqela..Takeonepill3timesaday”

Ireadfurtherandthepillswerefor“manicdepression”..Thatwasstrange,itwasverystrange

youtryingtotellmethatZukoissufferingfromamentaldisorder..

Iwasveryshockiwon’tlie,whydidn’tZukotellmeaboutthis?Imeanweacoupleweshould

trusteachotherandbeabletotelleachothereverything……

Asiwasstandingthereintrospectinghispillsisuddenlyheardhisvoiceinthebedroomcalling

myname..Iquicklyputawaythepillsexactlywhereifoundthem…

Ithenheardthebathroomdooropening,heenteredwhileholdingAphiweinhisarms..

Him:iwonderedwhereyoudisappearedtoo..

Me:Wasbathing

Helookedmybodythatwashalfcoveredbythetowel..

Him:Soomanythingsicoulddotoyourightnow,but..

Hebithislowerlip…



Him:I’llrestrainfornow

Ismiledathim,thenirememberedthatImusttellhimthathismothercalled…

Me:Uhm..Yourmothercalled

Helookedatme..

Him:Whatdidshesay?

Me:Justwantedtotalktoyou..

Him:I’llcallherlater

Me:Okay..

Him:Howwassheonthephone?

Me:Shewasuhmokay..MissMqelawasjustalright

Him:That’showyouaddressedher,asMissMqela?

Me:Isn’tsheMissMqela

Him:No,she’sMrsSithebe

Me:ididn’tknow

Him:asknexttime,shedoesn’tlikebeingaddressedwiththatsurname

Me:I’msorry..Iwillasknexttime

Him:verywell..Youwillfindusatthedinningroomeating

Me:Okay

HewalkedoutwithAphiwestillinhisarms..

Icontinueddryingmyself,wheniwasdoneiputonthelotionthenworemypjsandwenttojoin

them..

Wehadanicepeacefuldinner,Ziyandawasagreatcookowon’tlie..

Him:Nowthatwasdelicious

Me:Itwasindeed

Isaidthatwhilesippingonmywine..

Helookedatme..



Him:Funicanyoufunctionwithoutalcohol?

AphiwewassittingonhisHighchair

Me:Excuseme?

Him:Canyoufunctionwithoutalcohol?

Me:What’sthatsupposedtomean?

Him:YouadrunkFuni,youneedhelp..

Woow!!Thatwasuncalledfor…

Me:YouknowwhatZukoifI’mnotperfectforyou,I’lljustleave

Him:ineversaidthat

Me:Youdidn’thavetoo

ItookmyphoneandstartedtextingJozithatsheshouldpickmeup,iwastiredofZuko..

Him:Whoareyoutexting?

Me:Mycousin..I’mdoneZuko

Helaughed,butitwasn’tafriendlylaugh..

Him:Nowedone..Whenisayso

Istoodupandtookmyphone,thenstartedwalkingtothedoor…

Him:Funi..

Istoppedandlookedathim..

Him:Mywifedidamistakeofwalkingoutofthatdoor,don’tdothesamemistake..

Istoodtherelookingathim…

Me:Areyouthreateningme?

Him:Ithinkyoushouldjustcomebackandwe’llcontinueeatingdinnerlikeonebighappy

family..

Ilookedathim,somethingwasn’trightwiththisguy…
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Ihadeverythingofminepacked.IwasatthekitchenwaitingforJozitocomeandfetchme.I

wastiredofZuko,iamnotgonnabeghimtoloveme,iamnotgonnabeghimtoappreciateme..

Yesilovehim,Buthislovetomealwayshurtsandihaveputupwithhimit’senoughnow.Iwill

notstayinadiseasedrelationship,withZukobeingaflasheatingbacteria…

SothereiwaswaitingforJozi,iwaspacingupanddownatthekitchen.Ihadchangedmypjs,i

waswearingmytracksuitandsneakers….

Zukowasstandingatthedoorwaythatseparatedthekitchenfromthelounge,hehadhisarms

foldedandwasjustlookingatme.Hewasgivingmeacoldstare,thatcamefromacoldheart

whichsentshiversdownmyspine.Iwon’tlie,iwasstartingtogetscaredofZuko..

Idon’tknowwhatthisguyisaboutandquitefranklyidon’twannaknow,alliknowisthatineed

togetoutofthere…

Myphonerangatthatinstantmakingmejump,ilookedatitanditwasJozi..Iclearedmythroat

thenanswered.

Me:Jo..Jozi

Her:Weatthegatewhereareyou?Open?

Me:Okay.

Ihungedupmyphoneandwenttothemonitor,ItwasnexttoZuko..

Asiwasapproachingit,myheartwasbusyskippingabitevery2seconds,mykneeswere

wobblyatsomepointithoughtiwasgonnafall..

Igottothemonitor,andbeforeicouldstretchmyarmtopressthatbutton,Zukoliftedhisandi

ducked.IreallythoughtthathewasgonnaHitmebuthewasreachingforthemonitorand

pressedthebutton…….

IswearwhateverthatwashappeningwithZuko,heneededserioushelp…

Iwenttostandwhereiwasstanding,ineededtostandabitfarfromhim..

Iwasrelievedwhenthedooropened,andmycousinwalkedinwithZakes..Ididn’twastetimei

ranuptoherandhuggedhertight..

Her:What’swrongsweety?

Me:Justgetmeoutofhere

Her:OhmyGodyouShaking.

Shebrokethehug,andlookedatZuko..

Her:Whatthehelldidyoudotomycousinyoudog??



Joziwasangry,shejustwantedtogouptohimandprobablystranglehimtodeath,buti

stoppedher…

Me:HeisnotworthitJozilet’sgo!

Zukolookedatus,hesentoutalaugh..

Him:Khawubuzeyonalecousinyakhoukubakuqhubekantoni?(askyourcousinwhat’sgoing

on)

Zakes:ithinkweshouldgoladies..

Joziwasveryangry,shedidn’twannahearanything..

Her:Stayawayfrommycousinyouhearme??Playveryfarfromher!!(shouting)

Zukodidn’tflinch,hewasnotintimidatinghejuststoodthereandlaughedatusasiflikewe

werecrazy…

Zakesgotmybagandweallwalkedouttotheircar,anddrovetoJozi’splace..

Iwasveryquietinthecar,ididn’thaveanythingtosay.IwasbusythinkingofZuko,althoughhe

isaBastardbutIlovehim.Itrulylovehim…..

WegottoJozi’splaceandZakesWenttoputmybagintheguestroomwhileJozimademe

somecamomileteatocalmmedown…Shecamewiththetrayandsatoppositeme..

Me:Thankyou

Sheexhaled…

Her:ifeellikeI’mpartiallyresponsibleforallofthis..

Ishookmyheadwhilesippingonmycupoftea…

Me:It’snotyourfault..Youdidn’tforcemetodateZuko

Her:Whatreallyhappened?Yousoundedsoodistressedonthephoneandveryupset..

Me:SomethingiswrongwithZuko

Her:isitthedrugs?

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:There’sjustsomecoldnesscoveringhisheart,hisheartiscoldasIce..

Jozi:Didhehurtyouinanyway?

Me:No..Hedidn’thurtmeijustdon’tfeellikewearemeantforeachother.It’slikeZukodoesn’t



careaboutanyonebuthimself,hisfamilyisthesameashimthere’sjustsomedarkcloud

hangingoverontheMqelafamily..

Ilookedather…

Me:Diditellyouthathewon’tbegoingtohisbrother’sweddingonSaturday?.

Her:Why?

Me:Hesaid“Youmightbeworkingandyoucan’taskforadayoffwhileyoujuststartedat

work”

Jozi:Pssshhhthat’ssomestraightupbull!.

Me:alliknowisthat,idon’twannabeapartofsomeBullshitissuesbetweenhimandhis

family..

Shestretchedoutherhandtotouchmine..

Her:ihavealwaysknownZukshadissuesbutididn’tknowtheywerethatdeep

Me:Howmuchdoyouknow?

Her:Nothingmuchjustthathewastakingdrugstohelphimdealwithhiswife’sdeath..

NowiwantedtotellJoziaboutwhatZukosaidbutididn’twantJozitofreakout,heprobably

wasjustthreateningme..

Jozi:Girllet’sgotobedit’slate..

Me:I’mgonnaneedyoutodropmeoffatworkinthemorning,can’taffordtobelatemybossis

psycho..

Her:congratsonyournewjobgirl

Shegavemeahigh5…

Me:Thankyou..

Webothstoodupandwenttoourbedroomstosleep..

Halfwaythroughmysleepiheardthewindowbreaking,ijumpedoutofthebedinterrorand

screaming..

Itsoundedmorelikeaheavyobjectwasthrownagainstthewindow..

Itdidn’ttakelongforJozitobustinmybedroom..Shewasfasteningherrobe..

Her:What’swrong?Whathappened?



Me:idon’tithinksomeonethrewsomethingagainstthewindow..

Sheswitchedonthelightaswecheckedwhathappenedandwefoundoutthatabrickwasthe

onethatwasthrown..

Jozi:Whowoulddosomethinglikethis?Andwhereissecurity??Howdidthispersonevenget

inouryard.

Me:idon’tknow

Thiswasjustmakingnosense..

PART22SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

[04/14,13:37]Ron:PART23SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

Itwasanewday,andiwasatwork.Iwasstandingatmycounterthinkingabouttheeventsof

lastnight,thebrickbeingthrownthroughthewindowasiwassleeping..

IdidexpectZuko,imeanithastobehimbecausethisattackhappenedrightafterilefthim…..

Zeldacametomeasiwasstandingthereandthinking..

Her:Funi..

Ididn’thearuntilshehitthecounter,ijumpedalittle..

Her:Whereisyourmind?

Icontainedmyselfandlookedather..

Mina:i..Iamsorry..Ijust..

Her:Don’tjuststandthereandlookpretty,fillup!!!

Whenshesays“fillup”shemeansthatimustdisplayjewelleryinthoseemptyspaceswhere

jewellerywasbought.Ididn’twannaarguewithher,soiwenttothesafeandgotafewrings…

Aftergettingthoseringsfromthesafe,iwenttodisplaythem…

Althoughiwaskeepingmyselfbusywithwork,buticouldn’tstopthinkingaboutwhathad

happened.Questionssuchasamisafearose,willZukohurtme?Whatdidhedotohiswife?

Amialsoindanger?Ijusthadtoomanyquestionsandinsufficientanswers…….

Iwassittingonasmallchair,asiwasbusyputtingthoseringsontheringstands.Youstartof

withanexpensiveone,putitonalargestand.Thenafteryouputthenextoneonanaverage

stand,andthecheapestyouputitonasmallstand…



Asiwasbusydoingmywork,iheardsomeonesingingbehindme.Itwasavoicethatiwasvery

familiarwith…

Voice:“IfieversaidI’mneverscared,justknowimeanit…Ifieversaidifuckedyourbitch,just

knowimeanit..AndifieversaidI’mgettingmoney,justknowimean..AndohohohLord

knows,heknowsimeanit”….

Myheartstartedbeatingveryveryfast,mybladdergotveryhotasiflikemyurinewasburning

me….

Turningaroundtolookatthatpersontookmemorethanianticipated,butfinallyIdidandour

eyesmet.Istareddeepinthoseeyesthatreflectedacoldheart..Noonesaidanythingfora

while,andinoticedthatiwasaloneinthefloor.Zeldawasprobablydoingfillingattheback,I

havenoideawhereNataliewas…

Islowlystoodup,withmykneesShaking..

Me:Wha..Ca…Canihelpyou?

Hewasleaningonmycounter,hewaswearingoneofhisexpensiveflashysuits..

Helookedatmeforalmostlike2minbeforesayinganything…

Him:There’ssomeiconbraceletiwouldliketosee

Me:I’llbewithyou..

Iclosedthedisplayglassandwewalkedtotheiconjewellery..

Iopenedtheglass,whilehewasstandingbehindme,hewasstandingveryclosetomeicould

evenfeelhiswarmbreathagainstmyneck…

Me:Whichonewouldyouliketosee?

Iwastalkingbut,icouldn’thearmyself..

Hewhisperedinmyear,withthatsmoothseductivevoice..

Him:TheGoldone..

Istretchedmyhandandgotitforhim.Iturnedaroundtogiveittohim,andwewerenowfacing

eachother..

Me:hereyougo..

Hetookitfrommyhandandlookedatit..

Him:Howmuchisit?

Me:ithinkR1400..



Him:iguessitwilldo..

Hethenlookedaround..

Him:AndgivemethatGoldtempowatch

IlockedtheglassandwenttogethimthewatchtoowhichwasR799,thenwewenttothe

countersothathecouldpay..

Him:cashoraccount?

Him:cash

Hetookouthisplatinumcard..

Iranghisitemsforhim,andheswipedhiscartoclosethetransaction..

Him:iwouldlikeyoutowrapthemforme..

Me:Okay..Dokeepinmindthatthewatchhasa3Yearguarantee,ifanythinghappenstoityou

canjustreturnit..

Henoddedhisheadwhilelookingatme..

Afterfinishingwithhistransaction,andhimsigningthereceiptsiWalkeduptotheotherglass

towrapforhim..Hecamecloserandwasstarringatme.Iwasverynervous,infactiwaseven

Shaking…

Nataliewalkedinasiwastryingtowrapthoseitems..

Natalie:needsomehelp?

Me:Please..

Isteppedback,asshecametowrapforme..ShelookedatZuko.

Her:MorningZuko

Heputhishandsinhispockets..

Him:Natalie

Nataliecontinuedwrappingthewatchandbraceletnicely……

Afterafewseconds,thebackofficedooropenedandZeldawalkedoutholdingsomepapers..

Her:Funiiwa..

ShestoppedwhenshesawZuko…

Her:Zukswhatasurprise,areyouheretoseeFuni?



Him:No..Asamatteroffact,I’mheretosee

Shesmiled..

Her:Ohw

IsawNatalierollinghereyes..

Her:Wellit’s11:00soI’llgoonlunchnow,letmegetmypurse..

Zuko:I’llbewaiting..

Theybothsmiledateachother,theywerealsocommunicatingwiththeireyes..Youcould

clearlyseethatsomethingwasgoingonbetweenthem…

Zeldathenlookedatme.

Her:Pleasesignthispapersforme,iwillfilethemwhenigetback

Me:YesTannie

Shethenwalkedtotheback.ZukowasstillsmilingbutassoonashiseyesmovedfromZelda

andlookedatme,hissmilevanished..

Iwasnowscaredagain,soilookeddown..

WhenNataliewasdonewithwrapping,shewentandputtheminaplasticandhandedthemto

him..

Her:Hereyougo

Him:ThankyouNatalie..

Natalie:Itsmyjob..

NataliethenmadeherwaytomeandwestoodtheresidebysidelookingatZuks,andhewas

starringback….

Zeldabroketheicewhenshewalkedintheroomfromthebackoffice…

Her:Wecango

Zuko:Okay

Helookedatme,thenputtheplasticontopoftheglass..

Him:Thisisforyourfather,tellhimisaidwelcomehome..

Me:Excuseme?

HelookedatZelda..



Him:Readytogo?

Zelda:Yesiam…

Heputhishandaroundherwaistandtheywalkedout…

Natalieclickedhertongue..

Natalie:iwishhecouldjustdropdead!

Me:Whatdidhemeanbysayingishouldtellmyfather“Welcomehome”

Natalie:ihavenoidea

ItookthatplasticandWalkeduptomycounter.Ithentookthelandlinephoneandcalledmy

father,heansweredonthe3rdring..

Him:Hello

Me:Papa

Him:Funi?

Me:Yesit’sme..

Him:Howisyournewjob?

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Him:Zukotoldmeaboutit..

Me:Zukocametovisityou?

Him:Hewastheonewhodrovemefromthehospitaltohome,igotdischargedtoday.Hetold

meyoucouldn’tvisitbecauseyouhaveanewjob

Me:Hedid?

Him:Yes.YouknowFuni,ithinkimisjudgedhim..

Me:Papa..

Him:Hewantstopaylobolaforyou..

Myjawdroppedonthefloorwheniheardthat.
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Iwasverysurprisedatwhatmyfatherwastellingme.IknowZukoiscrazy,buthecannotbe

thiscrazy.Thiswasjustinsanityonanotherlevel…

Aftertalkingtomydad,IhungedupandcalledZukoimmediately,andheanswered..

Him:Hello

Me:Zukoit’sme

Him:Youmissmethatmuch?

Me:Don’tflatteryourself.

Him:Thenwhatisit?

Me:Zukoijustcalledmyfather

Him:That’sagoodthingtocheckuponyourFather..

Me:Hetoldmethatyouwanttopaylobola.

Him:Ohwyes..

Me:Don’tyouthinkthatyoushould’vediscusseditwithme?

Him:idon’thavetodiscussitwithyou,iamnotpayinglobolatoyou.YourFatheristheonewho

shoulddecide..

Me:Zukowhatdoyouthinkthisis?

Him:Whatareyouonabout?

Me:us?Whatdoyouthinkthisis?

Him:usisacouplethat’swhatithinkofus..

Me:Zukowebrokeup!!

Him:YoubrokeupwithMe!Ididn’tbreakupwithyou!Sotechnicallywearestillacouple

becauseiamnotdonewithyou.Nowstopannoyingmeanddowhat’sright,beforeitstoolate..

Hehungedupthephoneaftersayingthat..

Ireallydonotknowwhatgoesdowninthatman’shead!

Icontinueddoingmywork,whichwashandlingafewrepairsforcustomers.Asmuchasour

storesellsjewelleryandcellphones,wealsodorepairs..

Wedonotdorepairsinsidethestorethough,wesendwhateveryouwantustorepair,tothe

relevantworkshop.Forinstanceifyouwantustorepairatempowatch,thenwewillhaveto



sendittoTempoworkshops.Tempowatcheshaveaguaranteeof3years,soacustomer

doesn’thavetopayiftheyproducetheirguaranteecard.Iftheguaranteehasexpiredthenthe

customerwillhavetopayfortherepair…

Zeldawalkedinasiwasbusywritingacustomer’srepair.Shelookedlikeawreck,asiflikeshe

wasattackedandraped.HerblousewasTorn,herhairwasamessitjustdidn’tmakesenseon

howshelooked…

Shedidn’tsayawordtous,shewalkedstraighttothebackoffice.Natalieandilookedateach

otherwonderingwhatwaswrong……….

Itwasmyturntogotolunch,soiwenttothebackofficetoinformZeldathatI’mgoingoutfor

lunch…IopenedthedoorandshejumpedinTerror.Sheonlyrelaxedwhenshesawthatit’sme..

Her:OhwItsyouFuni.

Shelookedlikeshehadbeencrying,icouldclearlystillseethetearsinhereyes.Istoodthere

foratleastaminutejustlookingatherandthestatethatshewasin..

Shehadredmarksaroundherneck,shehadafewbruisesonherarmsandherlowerlipwas

bleeding..

Me:uhmTannieijustwantedtoinformyouthatI’mgoingforlunch

Her:Itsfine.

ItookmypurseandwenttokfctogetmesomeStreetwisetwochips..

IwishicouldjustknowwhathappenedtoZelda,shereallydidn’tlookokaysomethingjust

wasn’tright……….

Igotmymeal,thensatdownandate..

Wheniwasdoneeating,idecidedtogoanddosomewindowshoppingbecauseihad10

minutesleftofmylunch…

Iwentbacktoworkat13:00andtomysurpriseNataliewasalone,becauseihadgonetoput

mypurseatthebackandtherewasnosignofZeldaandherbag.Afterputtingmypurseinmy

bag,iwenttostandwithNatalieathercounter..

Me:Whereisbosslady?

Sheexhaledshowingsomesignsofexhaustion..

Her:shewenthome.

Me:ididn’texpecthertostay,imeanshedoesn’tlookwell..

Nataliegavemeaweirdlook.



Natalie:iveseenthismanytimes

Me:herbeingattacked?

Her:Girlstopbeingamess,thatbitchwasn’tattackedbysomeoneshedoesn’tknow.

IlookedatherngobangathiuzaneNdaba..

Shestoppedwhatshewasdoing,andthenlookedatme..

Her:Zuksdidit

Me:Zukoattackedher?

Natalie:Yeshedid

Me:Whywouldhedothat?Imeantheywentoutofhereallloveydovey

Her:YoucanneverknowwhatgoesdowninZuko’smind.

Iwasshakenbywhatiheard.Icannotconsiderthisgossipanymore,becausethefirsttimeshe

toldmethingsaboutZukotheyturnedouttobetrue…

Her:Letmegoandgetsomethingtoeat,butI’lleatatthebackofficebecauseican’tleaveyou

herealonefortoolong..

Me:Itsokaygirl

Shewenttothebackoffice,tookherpurseandWalkedouttogetherselfsomethingtoeat….

Theshopwasveryquiet,thewasn’tanycustomerscominginotherthanthoseoneswhojust

cameintolookaroundandnotbuyanything……

Sowhileitwasstillquitelikethat,idecidedtodoalittlebitofsomeresearchon“manic

depression”..

IwenttoWikipediabecauseit’sasourcethatitrust..Iknowthatanyonecanjustupload

anythingonWikipedia,butthenwhateverinformationthatyouuploadyouhavetoprovide

referencesyoucannotjustuploadanythingthatisnotreferenced…..

Iwenttoreadthroughaboutit,anditwasshockingwhatifound.Ihadfoundthat“manic

depression”isactuallyabipolardisorder…

Nowiknowbipolartobeaveryseriousmentaldisorder,andifZukohasitanddoesn’ttake

medicationforitthenthatisaseriousproblem…

Afewquestionscircledinmymind,themajoronebeingwhyisn’tZukotakingmedicationfor

hissickness,becauseifit’snotcontrolleditcouldpossiblyleadtodeadlyconsequences….

Natalieandiworkedthoroughthatday.Itonlystartedgettingbusyataround15:00untilclosing



time..

Ialwayslookforwardtoclosingtime,althoughmyjobpaysaprettygoodsalarybutthe

workloadisjustcrazy…..

Natalieandicashedup,anddideverythingthatweweresupposedtodobeforeweleft,thenat

around17:05welockedupandwent….

Irushedtogetataxi,ijustwantedtogethomeandrelax…

Itdidn’ttakemethatlongtogetataxi,andbeforeiknewitiwasatJozi’splace..

Ifiguredoutthatitwouldbebetterificouldjustgohomerightaway,becausemyfatherwould

needsomeonetotakecareofhimespeciallynowthathisoutofthehospitalhewillneedhelp….

IcalledJoziandtoldherthatiamgoinghome,andshedidn’thaveaproblemwiththatsoitook

mythingsandwent…

Igothomeataround19:00myfatherwasveryhappytoseemeandiwashappytoseehimtoo.

Iwasalsohappytoseethathewasbetter,hedidlookbetteriguessgovernmenthospitalsare

notthatbadafterall…

Me:Youlookgreatdad

Him:ihadtopullthrough

Me:iamhappythatyouarerecoveringverywell..

Hewenttositdownonthecouch.

Him:asamatteroffactiam.

Me:That’sagoodthing

Him:itis

Itookoffmyshoesandsatdowntoo..

Him:Youhavejustmissedyourboyfriend,hewashere

Me:Again?

Him:Yes.Wewerediscussingthestateofmyhealth

Isatupstraightandlookedathim..

Him:Hehasdecidedtogetmeaheartspecialistfromoverseastocomeandlookatmycase

Me:Hewhat?



Him:HesaidAmericanspecialistsarethebest

WhyisZukodoingAllofthisnow?

Me:Daddon’tyouthink..

Him:iknowwhatithoughtofhimthefirsttimebutimighthavebeenwrongabouthim..

OhhhiwishheknewtherealmonsterbehindZuko..
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Ididn’tknowthatZukocanbethislow.Lobolalikereallynow??….

ItwasaSaturdaymorningwheniwokeup.Iwashappybecauseonweekendsweknockoff

early,weknockoffat13:00.Wheniknockofffromwork,iamgonnagotoJozi’splacebecause

myGrandmawascomingtovisitforaweekendandwedon’tgetalongatall.Igetalotofstress

fromwork,andiwasn’tupforthestressthatshewasgonnagivemetoo..Ihadpackedafew

clothesbecauseiwasgonnacomebackhomeMondayafterwork,andSundayI’mofftoo.Jozi

andihadplannedaroadtripnyana,wegonnaHittheroadwhenweknockofffromworkwitha

fewfriendsofhers….

Afterpreparingforwork,iatebreakfastthenhuggedmyfatherandleftforwork..

Iwasseriouslylookingforwardtotheroadtripimeanit’ssomethingthatitrulyneedrightnow

Inmylife,especiallywitheverythingthathasbeenhappeningwithZuko…

Iwasinthetaxiwhenmyphonerang,ilookedatitanditwasZukoididn’tansweratall..

IhavedecidednottoentertainZuko,ihaveDecidedtogivehimZeroattentionmaybethatwill

makehimbackoffbecausesometimeswhenyouentertainsomeonetheythinkthatyoustill

wannafuckwiththem….

Igottoworkat8:45andNataliewaswaitingformeatthedoorsothatwecouldopen.Oneof

thecompanyrulesisthatyounotallowedtoopenthestorealone,becauseifsomething

happensthenyouwon’tbeabletogethelp..

Natalieopenedthedoorandwentinwhileiwaitedoutsideforhertoturnoffthealarmsystem..

Whenshehaddoneturningitoff,iwentinandwedroppeddownthedoor…

Me:iamsohappythatwegonnaworkhalfdaytoday..

Her:andI’mmorehappythatZeldawon’tbecomingtoworktoday..

Me:Really?



Natalie:She’sstillshakenaboutwhathappenedyesterday..

Me:Whydoesn’tshehavehimarrestedonceandforall?

Shelookedatmeasiflikeshedidn’tbelieveijustsaidthat..

Her:Youdon’tgetitdoyou?

Me:Getwhat?

Her:WhenyouwithZuksthereisnowayout,youcan’tbefreeuntilhedecidesthathisdone

withyou…

Me:Youknowwhat’stheproblem?

Her:What?

Me:Peoplearescaredofhimthatiswhyhedoessuchthings..Ifonlysomeonecouldjuststand

theirgroundeverythingwillbefine..

Natalie:YoureallydonotknowZukssweetyifeelforyou..

Me:Whatevergirly…

Iwasn’tgonnabeshakenbyZuko.Hehasn’tdoneanythingtohurtmesoiamnotgonnagivein

tofearandshowhimthatI’mscared,insteadiamgonnastandmyGroundandlethimnot

intimidateme…

WorkingwithNataliewasverynice,weplayedmusicandjustcontinuedworkingpeacefully..

Nataliewentouttothebathroomandidecidedtofillupafewbraceletsinthatdisplaytray…

Iwassinginginalowvoiceandjustthinkingabouttheroadtrip,Ireallylookedforwardtoit…

Iwouldkeeponturningmyheadaroundjusttoseeifthere’snotanycustomerscomingin,then

iwouldgobacktowhatiwasdoing..

Me:“Sobendimfumaneomunyeondiphambanisanjengawe..WenauphetheintliziyoyamiOhh

lalala”

Ithenheardavoicebehindmethatididn’twannahear..

Voice:“ihavebeencallingyou”

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim.HewasstandingtherewithAphiweinhisarms…

Me:AndI’vebeenworking..

Helookedatmeforalmost2minwithoutSayingaword.Ididn’tknowwhathewasthinking,i

didn’tknowwhathewasfeelingheportrayednoemotions…



Hethenstartedlaughing,likeheseriouslylaughedandididn’tfindanythingfunnywithwhati

said..

Him:Sonowyoucanstanduptome,iadmirethecourage…

Me:WhatdoyouwantZuko?

Him:What’sthisihearaboutyougoingonaroadtrip?Whoapprovedthat??

Me:Whoapp…Excuseme?Amihearingyourighthuh?

Him:Yougonnagetdrunk,yougonnabeoutofcontrolwhichisgoingtomakeiteasyforthis

lowscumbagstopreyonyou!!

Wowhereallyislosingit…

Me:Wearenotinarelationship!!!!(shouting)..

MyshoutwassooloudthatitmadeAphiwecry,Zukostartedrockinghimtryingtocalmhim

down…

Hethenlookedatme,givingmethatcoldstareofhis…

Him:Youshallneverraiseyourvoiceatme,especiallyinthepresenceofmyson!!

Zukowasreallyfrustratingme..

Me:Amisupposedtogetarestrainingordernow,isthatwhatitis?

Him:Funiiamtryingtobeveryeasyaboutthis,butyourstubbornnessandyourlittletemper

tantrumisonlygonnapissmeoff…Iexhaledtryingtocalmmyselfdown…

Me:Zukowhatisitthatyouwant?

Him:Whenarewegettingmarried?WhenareyougonnabeMrsMqela?

Igiggledalittle..

Me:Youreallynottogetherupstairsareyou?

Him:Areyoucallingmecrazy?

Me:Youarecrazy!!!

Him:Don’tevercallmecrazy!!!!!

Thattrulyspikedanerve….

Natalie:Whatisgoingonhere?

Ididn’trealisethatNataliewasnowback…



Me:Canwemaybecallsecurityorsomethingbecausethisgentlemanisharassingme..

Nataliegotthephone..

Natalie:ihavebeenalwayswantingtodothis..

Zuko:There’snoneedforthat..

Hethenlookedatme…..

Him:SizakuhlanganaFuninobakusenkungwini!

Aftersayingthathewalkedout.Natalieputthephonedown…

Natalie:Whatwasthatallabout?

Me:ihavenoidea

Her:iwaslookingforwardtohavinghimdraggedoutofherebysecurity..

Ilaughed..

Me:Youarecruel!

Shelaughedtoo…

Natalieandiworkedthoroughthatdaypeacefully.AfterdefeatingZukolikethat,ifeltlikeihad

conqueredtheworld…………..

Itwasnowfinally13:00icashedupmytillimmediatelyididn’twantanyholdupsbecauseiwas

lookingforwardtotheroadtrip…

Natalieandidideverythingthatweweresupposedtodothenwelockedupandwent…..

Iwenttomyusualspotandwaitedforataxi..AwhiteQuantumstoppedandihoppedin..There

wasn’talotofpassengersinit,justaguyandsomewomanthenthedriver..Isatdown.

Me:Centurionplease

Driver:Alrightmysister..

ItextedJoziwhilethetaxidroveoffthatI’monmywayhome,ijustknockedoff….

Aftertextingher,iputmyphoneawayandjuststaredoutofthewindowallsmiling…

Theguyandtheladystartedtalkingbehindme..

Lady:Thatmomentwhensomeoneiskidnappedandtheydon’tevenknowit..

Guy:Sometimescouragegetsyounowhere



Thatwasaratherstrangeconversation…

Lady:Icanimaginesomeonetellingsomeoneelsethattheyarecrazy..

Driver:Shemustbeshownwhatcrazypeopledo..

Thedrivertookofftheirhat,andshititwasZuko!!

Itriedstandingupbutitwaslate,theguywasonmyseatholdingagunagainstmyabdomen

area..

Him:Let’stryandBehave..

Itdawnedonmethatiamindeepwaters..
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Wegottosomeabandonedcabininthemiddleofnowhere.Theyhadblindfoldedmesothati

couldn’tseethewayleadingtothecabin..

IwasveryhurtbywhatZukowasdoing,iwasveryhurtthathewouldgotothisgreatlengthsin

forcingmetomarryhim…

Myphonehadbeentakenawayfromme,myeverythingwasjusttakenawayfromme

preventingmetohaveanycommunicationwiththeoutsideworld…

Whenwegottothecabin,Zukohadmetiedtothechairwhichwasinthemiddleoftheliving

room..

Theother2companionshadbeendismissedbyZuko,soitwasjustmeandhimleftinthe

cabin.Thecabinwasn’tbad,itwassmallandverycleanthefurniturewasvintageanditwas

perfectlyplacedinitsplace..

Zukolockedthedoorafterhiscompanionshadleftandthenhepunchedinsomecodeinthe

monitornexttothedoor.Hethentookadeepbreath,turnedaroundandlookedatme..

Iwassittingtherecrying,iwasthinkingmoreaboutwhatthiswilldotomyfatherimeanhis

heartisnotstrongenoughtotakethis..

Zukostoodagainstthedoorwithhishandsfolded,andhewasjustlookingatme…

Him:I’mnotgonnahurtyouFuni,socanyoupleasestopcrying..

Hereallywantedmetobelievehim?Imeanthisguykidnappedmeandhereiamnowtiedtoa



chairandhistalkingaboutheisnotgoingtohurtme..

Me:Whatdoyouwantfromme?

Hewalkeduptothecupboards,andtookoutwhatlookedlikepills..

Him:ijustwantyoutoloveme..

Idolovehim,butidon’tlovethepersonthatheis…

Hetookoutaglassandpouredwater,thenstarteddrinkingthosepills…Inoticedthatitwashis

“manicdepressionpills”,ihaveseenthispillsbefore..

Him:ihaveDecidedthatwegonnastayhereinthiscabin,untilwefixourrelationshipanduntil

youarereadytomarryme..

Whyismemarryinghimsooimportanttohim?

Me:WhydoyouwannaMarrymesoobad?

Him:Becauseiloveyouthatbad,andiamscaredoflosingyou.

Me:Soyouthinkthatkidnappingmewillhelpthesituation?

Helookeddownwithoutsayingaword..

Me:Isthatwhatyoudotopeoplethatyoulove?Kidnapthem,andthentiethemup???

Hehitthecounterinfrustration..

Him:Nodammit!!!(shouting)

Helookedatmethroughthathat,thatalmostcoveredhiseyesentirelyandtriedtocontain

himself…

Him:Funiplease..

Ididn’tsayanything.

Him:Okayfineifiuntieyou,doyoupromisethatyougoingtobehave?

Ididn’tanswerthat…

Hewalkedclosertome,thenstoodatthebackofthechairandstarteduntyingme….

Mywristswerepainful,hehadfastentheligaturetootight…

Istoodupandlookedathim,ihadthiscloudofAngerhangingovermeandwithouteven

thinkingaboutitislappedhimacrosstheface…

Me:YouaresickZuko!!!!



Icouldseethatatthatverymoment,hefeltlikejumpingonmeandstranglingmetodeath,but

hetriedsoveryhardtocontainhimself…..

Isatdownonthecouchandstartedcryingwithmyhandscoveringmyface,iwasTornbywhat

washappening…..

Hecameandsatnexttome,thenputhisarmaroundmyshouldersbutiyankeditoff…

Me:Don’ttouchme!!

HeforcedhisarmaroundmyshouldersagainandthenpulledMeclosertohim…

Him:I’msorry.

Me:Letmegohome..

Him:iwillletyougohomewhenthetimeisright..

Iwascryingwithmyheadlaidonhisshoulderandhisarmaroundme,idon’tknowwhatZuko

reallywantsfromme…

Iopenedmyeyesandrealisedthatiwasnicelylaidonthecouch,withasoftpillowundermy

headandawarmfluffyblanketoverme…Theweatherwasverypersonaloutside,itwascold

andrainingplusitwasworsebecausewewereinthewoodsnexttothemountainsmakingit

morecold…

ItwasverywarminsidethecabinIthinkitwasbecauseofthefireplace.Igotupandsatup

straight,thenisawZukoatthekitchenlookedlikehewascooking..Iclearedmythroat,he

turnedaroundandlookedatme…

Him:Youawake..

Iyawnedandstretchedmyself,imust’vepassedoutfromallthatcrying…

Him:iammakingchillitomatosoup,wegonnaeatitwithRolls..

Hewasseriousaboutwhathewasdoingevenhadaclothhangingoverhisshoulder..

Irealisedthatbusyaskinghimtoletmego,orwhathewantsfrommeisatotalwasteoftime.

Thisguyisprobablyneverlettingmego…

Him:Don’tyouwannatakeawarmbathperhapswhileifinishoffhere?

Me:Youknowwhatiwant?

Him:Yea?

Hesaidthatwhilestirringthetomatosoupinthatpot..

Me:Itistogohome..



Thathithimhardbecausehestoppedstirringthepotforafewseconds,thencontinuedstirring

again…

Him:BunjuWehavealreadydiscussedthis..

IgotupfromthecouchandWalkeduptohim..

Me:LetmegoZuko!!

Heclosedthepotandswitchedoffthestovethenlookedatme,OhhhLordhestilllookedcute

ashellespeciallywiththathatcoveringhalfofhisfaceandthatlineinthemiddleofhischin..

Lordwhatdrivessuchacuteguytodosuch!!

Ihadstartedbeingemotionalagain…

Him:Nodon’tdothatplease..

Hetriedholdingmebutipushedhimoff..

Me:Takemehome!!!!(shouting)

Him:Funi..

Istartedhittinghimonhischest,whilecrying…

Me:Takemehomezuko..Takemehome(Crying)..

Heheldmyhandstight,thenpulledMeclosertohimandhuggedmetight,hedidn’tsayanything

hejustheldmetight….

Afterawhileiseparatedfromhim.

HeStretchedhishandandwipedmytears.

Him:Youdon’tevergettiredofcryingneh?

Ididn’tanswerhim..

Him:iwilltakeyouhomeipromise..

Ilookedathim,hiseyesweresincerehedidsoundTruthfulaboutwhathewassaying…..

Him:Canyoujusttrustme?

Icontinuedlookingathimwithoutsayinganything..Hecamecloserandstartedkissingme.As

muchasiwantedtopunchhim,icouldn’titwaslikehehadputaspellonme…

Iloosenedupandlethimputhishandsundermyshirt,hegentlyranhishandsonmybody…..

Him:iloveyouBunju..



Hesaidthatwhilestillkissingme..

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Wasibeingcrazy?
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ZukoandistayedinthatCabinforalmostaweek.Isawasidetohimthatididn’tknowexisted,

ormaybethepillsweretheonesthatmadehimthismentalstableandcalmIreallydidn’tknow.

Butwhatiknow,isthatilovethisgentlemanandsweetsideofhim..

AsmuchaswewantedtostayinthatCabinforawhilelonger,butweneededtogobacktoour

lives.Wehaveresponsibilitiesandwecannotignorethat…

Ididn’tknowhowZeldawasgonnareacttoMemissingworkforaweek,imeanineedthisjob

morethananythingandicannothaveherfiringme…….

Wedrovebackhomelaterthatday,andwhenisayhomeimeanmyhome.Wewantedto

discussthelobolathingwithmyFather.Yes!Ihadagreedtomarryhim..

WegothomeandmyfatherwasdoingtheGardenoutside,iwashappytoseehimthisbetter,it

hasbeenawhilesincehedidhisgardenoranyworkaroundthehouse….

Whenhesawus,hestoppedwhathewasdoingandlookedatus.Ididn’tknowwhatiwas

goingtosaytohimbecauseihadn’tcalledhimforthetimebeingthatiwasinthatCabin…

Zuko:ibroughthimsafeandsound..

Myfatherlookedatme..

Him:icanseethat…

Heputthespadedown,andwipedoffthesweatfromhisforehead…

Me:Youknewwhereiwas?

Him:Ohyes,Zukotoldmethatyoutwowantedtospendsometimealone..

IlookedatZuko,thenilookedatmyfatheragain..

Me:Yeahwe..Wewantedtohavesometimealone..

Dad:Sodidyouenjoyyourself?

Me:Yesidid..

Dad:ThenI’mhappy…

HewentinsidethehousethencamebackwithtwochairsforhimandZuko..



Me:I’llgoandmakeussomethingtodrink.

Dad:iwouldlikesomegreentea

Zuko:aglassofwaterwillbefineforme..

Me:comingrightup..

Iwentinsideandgotthemtheirdrinks,theniwentandgavethem..

Me:Papa,MeandZukowantedtodiscussthelobolathingwithyou..

Heputhiscupdownbackonthetray..

Zuko:We..wewerewonderingifwecouldstartwiththenegotiationsabitsoon…

Myfatherlookedatus..

Him:Youguysareseriousaboutthis?

Welookedateachother,thenlookedathim…

Me:Yesweare..

Dad:ineverthoughtthisdaywouldcome.

Zuko:Youmeanthatinwhatway?

Dad:ivealwayswantedFunitoremainmylittlegirl,butiguessagecaughtupwithher.Lookat

you,youareabouttobesomeone’swife….

Ialsoneverthoughtthisdaywouldcome,marriagewasthelastthingonmymind…

Me:ialsodidn’tthinkthisdaywouldcome..

HeexhaledandlookedatZuko..

Dad:iwouldliketomeetwithyourfamilyfirst..

Zukochokedonhiswaterandstartedcoughing..Iwentandpathimonhisback..

Me:Areyoualright?

Henoddedhisheadyes..

Dad:ithinkitwouldbeagoodideaifweallmetupoverdinner.Iwannaknowthekindoffamily

thatmydaughterisgonnabemarriedofftoo…

Thattopicreallydidn’tsitwellwithZuko…

Him:iamnotsureaboutthat..Myfamilyisalwaysbusy.Mymotherisalwaystravelling,my



brotherisadoctorheisalwaysatworkandmylittlesisterisalsochasingafterherown

dreams…

Dad:WhataboutyourFather?

Zukosqueezedthatglasshardthatitalmostbrokewhilegrindinghisteeth.Thenafterafew

secondshecalmedhimself…

Him:Myfatherisnotinmylife..

Dad:Heisnomore?

Him:No,he..Hejustwasneverinmylife…

Dad:I’msorrytohearthat..

Zuko:Itsfineyouikindagotusetoit..

Helookedathiswatch..

Zuko:Unfortunatelyihavetogo,ineedtocatchupwithmywork.

Hestoodup…

Dad:Youwilltellmewhenyourfamilyisreadytomeetup..

Henoddedhishead..

Dad:Letmegetbacktomygarden,iguessI’llseeyouaroundZuko..

Zuko:iguesssotoo…..

IwenttoputtheGlassandthemuginsidethehousethencamebackandWalkedZukotohis

car…

Me:iamsorryifmyfather’squestionswereuncomfortableforyou..

Him:It’salrightBunju,heistryingtolookoutforyou..

IdidfinditabitstrangethatZukohasn’taskedmetomeethismother.Imeanhehasmetmy

father,iwouldreallylikeitifimethismothertoo…

Me:iwouldreallyliketomeetyourmotherthough,sheseemslikeagoodperson..

Him:Yaiwillcallherandaskherifshe’snotbusythisweekend,thenyouandyourFathercan

meether..

Ismiledathim..

Me:ican’twait..



HesmiledatMetoo..

AfterZukoleftididn’tdomuch,Ijustsleptthewholeday.Iwokeuplaterandcooked,after

cookingisatandwatchedTVuntiliwenttobed.Itwasaboringdayiwon’tlie……

Thefollowingdayiwokeupandpreparedforwork.IwassbitscaredofhowZeldawasgoingto

reactimeanimissedworkforaweekwithoutanylogicalexplanation.Ijusthopethatshewill

belenientandnotfiremeatleastgivemeawarning………

Wheniwasdonepreparingforwork,iatebreakfastthenwentandgotataxitowork..

Igottoworkataround8:30thedoorwashalfopenmeaningthatZeldaandNataliewere

alreadythere..

Itookadeepbreathandwenttoknockatthedoor…

Thedooropenedafter30secorso,andiWalkedinthenitclosedagain…

Islowlymademywaytothebackoffice,Zeldawassittingtherecountingsomemoney..

Me:GoodmorningTannie..

Shelookedatmeandthenputthemoneyaway..

Her:putyourbagawayandgofillup,wehavenewwatchesthatarrivedyesterday..

SojustlikeThat?Noyelling?Nonothing..

Ididn’twannagiveherareasontochangehermindsoiwentandputmybagawaythenstarted

withwhatshetoldmetodo..
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Saturdayfinallycame.Zukohadsetupameetingbetweenhisfamilyandmyfamily.Hisfamily

sleptoverathisplace,theyarrivedyesterday.Forthefactthateveryoneinhisfamilydecidedto

puteverythingasidetocomedownhereandmeetme,itwasahugedealforme..

Iwon’tlieasmuchasilookedforwardintomeetingthem,butiwasscaredatthesametime

becauseZukocomesfromaverysuccessfulandeducatedfamily..HisbigbrotherisaGeneral

practitioner,iheardhiswifeisaclinicalpsychologistandHismother,wellhismotherhasaPhD.

Sheisabusinesswoman,sheisalsoaphilanthropist.Andiamjustameresalesperson

assistant.

OnmysideiwastakingalongmyfatherandJozi.IhavetohaveJozithere,shewillmakeme

lessnervous….

WeweretomeetupatLa’Aquellsome5starhoteljustabitoutsideofpta..



Iwaswearingapurpledressthatwasabitbelowmykneelevel,andihadonpurpleheels..Ihad

coveredmyhairwithapurpleshawl,heardZuko’smotherisabitoldfashionedandTraditional..

Icouldn’tstopShaking,iwasveryscaredimeanwhowouldn’tbeinthissituation..

IwasdrivinguptherewithJoziandmyfather.WeweretakingJozi’scar,Zakeswasalso

taggingalongyouknowtomaketheatmospherelessintense..

Asweweredrivingthere,wekindagotlostabithereandtherethat’swhenicalledZukoandhe

directedus..

Zakeswasdriving,myfatherwassittingatthefrontseatandiwassittingatthebackwithJozi,

ithinkshesawthatiwasscared.Sheheldmyhand…

Her:Justrelaxbabe

Me:ItsthatevidenthoreI’mscared?…

Her:Ofcauseitis.NowrelaxbabeI’msuretheyaregoodpeople..

Me:ihopesotoo…

Iwasstarringoutofthewindow,itwasdarkoutsideandiwasprayingthattonightgoeswell..

IloveZuko,andhelovesmetoo.Soipraythisgoeswell.

Wefinallyarrivedatthehotel,weparkednotthatfarfromtheentrance..

Wegotoutofthecarandmadeourwaytotheentrance..IwasholdingJozi’shandtight,thatis

howscarediwas…

IgotabitrelievedwhenisawZukowaitingforusattheentranceiranuptohimandhugged

him..

Him:YouareShakingwhat’swrong?

Me:iamverynervous…

Webrokethehugandiwasalreadyteary..

Him:Calmdownyougoingtocauseyourselfanunnecessarypanicattack..

Me:I’lltrytocalmdown..

HewentontogreetmyfatherandJozi.

Zuko:ThankyouforsupportingFuni..

Jozi:Wefamily,wesupposedtosupporther..Andjustsoyouknowifoneofyourfamily

membersslaysonFuni..Manidon’twannaseewhat’sgonnagodowninthere..



Zuko:ibelieveyou..

Jozi:Youshould,becauseikeepasniperinmycarandI’mnottalkingaboutWesley..

Wealllaughed..IwashappythatibroughtJozialong,herpresencejustrelaxesmeabit.Zuko

heldmyhand..

Him:Areyoureadytogoin?

Itookadeepbreathandnoddedmyhead…

Me:Yesiam..

Weallwalkedinandsomeladywaswaitingforusjustbytheentrancewholedustothedinning

Hall..Iamnotgonnalie,thisplacewasoutofthisworld.Itwasverybeautifulandeverything

wassetupperfectly.ThecoloursthatwereusedmostlyatthedinningtablewasPeachand

white,itwaspretty..

Weweren’ttheonlyPeoplethere,therewasalsoafewguestsmostlybeingwhitepeople…

Wegottoourtable,andhisfamilywasalreadysittingthere…

HismotherandhisBrothertheyhadthelooks,theywerebeautifuljustlikeZuko..Hismother

waswearingsometraditionalclothing,somethingthatNigerianwomenwouldwear,buthers

wasmorebeautifulandstylish..Zuko’ssisterinlawwaswearinglikearealXhosabride,she

alsohadonsometraditionalclothingwhichmademetheoddoneout…

BeforewetookoutseatsZukointroducedus,icouldseethathewasalsoabitnervous…

Zuko:FunithatismymomBongi,thatismybrotherLoyisoandhiswifeNoluvuyo….

IgreetedthemthebestwayiknowhowandthatIwithrespect,andtheygreetedmeback..

Zuko:Thisisfuni’sfatheruTat’hlangu,thatishercousinJoziandthatisZakesheismarriedto

Jozi..

Weallgreetedeachother,hugsandhandshakeswereexchangedandafterwetookourseats..

Afterafewsecondsofussittingdown,thewaitersbroughtussomejuice.ItlookedlikeGuava

juice,italsohadstrawberriesandsomemintyleavesinside…..

Zukowassittingonmyrightside,thenJoziwassittingonmyleftsidejusthowiwantedit..

Zukotookoneofthejugsandlookedatme..

Him:Shouldipourforyou?

Me:Yesplease..

Hepouredthejuiceforme..



Thingswerereallytense,noonewassayinganythingandiwaswishingthatthegroundcould

openupsoicouldgetburiedinside…

Zukodecidedtobreaktheiceafterafewseconds..

Zuko:iwouldliketothankeveryoneforcomingtosupportmeandFuni.Especiallyyoumama,i

knowthatyouweresupposedtobedoingoneofyourseminarsatDurbanbutyoudecidedtobe

hereinstead.Thatmeansalottome,thankyou..

Shesmiledathisson..

Her:Anythingformyson..

Maybehismotherisnotbadafterall,maybesheisagoodpersonthatIalwaysseeonTv..She

thenlookedatme.

Her:SoFuni,youlooklikeadecentyoungwoman.Zukotoldmethatyouwereraisedverywell..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Thankyou.AndYesiwasraisedwell,bymyfatherheraisedmeasasingleparentaftermy

motherdied..

Her:iamsorrytohearaboutyourmother.AndiadmireyourFatherforsteppinguptohis

responsibilitieslikethat,imeannotallmencandothat…

Me:Thankyou,andiwillforeverbegreatfultohim..

Shelookedatmyfatherandsmiled,notonlywasthiswomanbeautifulbutshealsohadthe

mostbeautifulsmileihaveeverseen…

Her:iadmireyouSirforraisingsuchabeautifulyounglady..

Dad:Thankyou,andiadmireyoutooforraisingsuchayoungdecentyoungman.I’msureit

wasalsonoteasybeingasingleparentonyourside..

ThesmileimmediatelyvanishedfromBongi’sface..

Her:Ohw..

Zuko:itoldhimthatDadwasneveraround..

Shesmiledagain,butthistimearounditwasn’tafriendlysmile..

Her:Wow..Seemslikeyouhavetoldthispeoplealotaboutus,andweknowlessaboutthem..

Thispeople?Likereallynow??..

Jozi:woooow(lowvoice)



Loyiso:iamjustsittinghereandwonderingifshe’sthereasonwhyyoudidn’tcometomy

wedding..

Zuko:ididn’tcomebecauseiwasbusy..

Loyiso:butagainhereiam..Idecidedtoputawaymybusyscheduletobehereforyouandyou

couldn’tdothesameforme!..

Noluvuyotriedinterfering..

Vuyo:SthandwakhawuyekeTorho..YhuubawoYintonikakade(mylovecanyoupleasestop)..

Loyiso:YeyakeNoluvuyo!NdifunauZukoandichazeleuku….(iwantZukotoexplaintomewhy..)

Bongihitthetablewhichmadeeveryonejumpalittle..

Bongi:Loyisokhawume(Loyisowait)..

IwasnowholdingZuko’shandunderthetabletryingtocalmhimdownbecauseicouldclearly

seethathewasslowlybutsurelyreachinghisboilingpoint…

Helookedatme,andismiledathim.Healsoforcedasmilethroughthatbitterfacial

expression….

Bongi:Nowcaneveryonecalmdownandactuallytalkaboutwhywehere..

Iwaswonderingifmyfather’sheartwasgonnakeepupwithallthistension..2waitersmade

theirwaytous..

Waiter1:Goodevening,canwebringthestarters?

Bongi:Yesplease..

Waiter1:theyareontheirway..

Shethenwalkeduptothekitchen..

Zukocouldn’tcontainhisAngeranymore,hewasevensweating..

Him:Canibeexcused?

Hestoodup..

Bongi:Yintoningoku?(what’swrongnow)

Hethrewthenapkinonthetable..

Him:ijustneedsomefreshair..

Hekickedthechairoutofhiswayandstartedwalkingtotheexit..



Me:I’llgoandmakesurethatheisalright..

Bongi:NoI’llgo..

Me:Itsokayi..

Bongi:isaidI’llgo!!!

Hervoicewasabitfirm.Afterrealisingthatshewasharsh,shesmiledatme..

Her:Afterallhismyson,icarriedhimfor9months.Iknowwhattodowhenthrowsoneofhis

sillytantrums..

Shestoodupandlookedatus..

Her:Excuseme..

SheshiftedherchairandWalkedout..

Thetableremainedsilentandawkward..

Jozi:Chakudlaliwengathila(theyhaveplayedwithushere)…Imightaswellgoandgetme

someglassofwine,whereisthekitchen?

Ifitwasn’tformyinlaws,iwouldprobablybeonmy5thglassofwinerightnow..
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Zukoandhismothercamebackafterafewminutes.Zukolookedabitcalmcomparedtohow

hewaswhenhestormedoutoftheroom..

Iseriouslydidn’tthinkthatourmeetingwasgoingtobelikethis,ittrulywasadisaster..

Bongi:ithinkit’ssafetosaythat,weallgotoffonthewrongfoothere.Forallit’sworth,andfor

thesakeofpeaceiapologiseforeverythingthat’shappened.Ithinkthatthemostimportant

thinghereisFuniandZuko,let’snotruinthisforthem…

Thatwasagoodspeechshegave,forthesakeofpeaceidohopethatweallgonnagetalong…

Therestoftheeveningwentpeacefully,weateandchattedthingswerereallylookingup….

Zukotappedhisglasswithaforkanddemandedattention…Hethenheldmyhandbefore

sayinganything…

Him:iwannathankallofyouforcomingouthere.Itreallymeansalottous.There’sonething

thatineedtoannounce..

Theyalllookedathim..



Him:ihaveDecidedthatiwannaMarryFuni..

Therewasabitofsilenceforawhile…

Bongi:Uhmthatisabigdecisiondidyoueventhinkaboutit?

Zuko:Yesihave,andFuniisallthatiwant..

Bongi:ThereiscompletelynorushZukoyouCanjust..

Zuko:ihavemadethedecisionandiamstickingbyit..

Theyallkeptquiet,theylookedveryspeechless..

Loyiso:Funiwhatisitthatyoudoagain?

Me:i..

Everyonewaslookingatme..

Me:iworkataSternsjewelleryasasalesassistant..

Bongi:Wow…

Idon’tknowifshemeantthatinagoodway,oradisappointingway..

Loyiso:Whatqualificationsdoyouhave?

Me:i..Ionlyhavematric..

Loyiso:Youknowsuchjobsareveryuseless!

Noluvuyo:Loyiso..

Loyiso:Yintoni?Ndithethainyaninje(what?Iamspeakingthetruth)

Bongi:ithinkwhatmysonmeantwasdon’tyouhaveanygoalsinlife?Wasthatwhatyou

alwayswantedtodo?

Me:No..Unfortunatelyaftermatricmyfathercouldn’tsendmetotertiarysoihadtolookfora

job,insteadofsittingathome..

Jozi:andiadmireyouforthatcousin..

Bongi:Whatisitthatyouwantedtodoaftercompletingschool?

Me:iwantedtostudyFashiondesign..

Loyiso:Thatisjustasuselessaswhatyoudoingnow!

Dad:boyithinkyouarebeingoutoflinenow!



Jozi:Wayoutofline!

Zuko:Youknowwhat,Iknewthiswasgoingtohappen!

Bongi:Zuko..

Zuko:No!Iamtiredofthis..

Helookedathismother..

Him:Youhavecontrolleduslongenough,anditstopsnow!

Hestoodupandstretchedhishandouttome..

Him:Youknowwhathappenswhenyourfamilydoesn’tlikeyourgirlfriend?

Theylookedathim..

Him:Youdumpyourfamilyandbecomeanorphan…

Helookedatme..

Him:Funiistheonlyfamilyineed..

Thatwasveryemotional.

Him:Aslongaswehaveeachotherandthesupportofyourfamily,thatisthatmatters

Ismiledathim,withtearsinmyeyes..

Him:Let’sgetoutofhere..

Me:Okay..

Jozistartedclappingherhands..

Her:Yougogirl!!

Zuko’sfamilydidn’tlookhappyaboutwhatZukosaid,andmeontheotherhandiwasvery

shockedatwhathesaid…..

ZukoandiWalkedoutoftherewhileholdinghands.Wewalkeduptohiscar,heopenedthe

doorformeandiwentinwhilehewenttotheotherside..

Him:Let’sgetthehelloutofher

Hestarteddrivingoff……

Ithoughtmaybeweweregonnagotohisplace,butwejustdrovearoundinstead…

Me:Wherearewegoingexactly?



Him:idon’tknow,butalliknowisthatidon’twannagohomebecausetheywillbethere..

Me:Youcan’tignorethemforever

Him:Didyouhearwhatisaidbackthere?I’mdonewiththosepeople..

Me:TheymeanwellZuko.Imeanyouverysuccessful,whilemeontheotherhandI’mjusta

merelousyassistant..

Helookedatme,thenlookedattheroad..

Him:Areyouunderminingyourself?

Me:I’mjuststatingfacts

Hetookmyhandandkissedit..

Him:iloveyouFuni..

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Him:Whydon’twedrivetothecabin?

Me:Soundstemptingbutihaveworktomorrow.RemembersomeofusworkonSundays..

Him:Youcanskip

Me:ivebeenskippingworkalotZukoican’tskipagain..

Him:Itsjustonefuckenday..

Me:Andthatonedaycangetmefired..

Hekeptquietforawhile..

Him:I’lltalktoZelda

Me:Yesyouwilltalktohervelebecauseyoufuckingher!!

Iseriouslydon’twhatledmetosaythat..Hepulledthecarover.

Helookedatme.

Him:Whatthefuckdidyoujustsay?

MysweetZukowasgone,thebipolarmonstercameback….

Ididn’tsayanything,iwasstartingtogetscaredbecausehewasgettingangry..Hegotofthe

carandcametomyside.Zukodidtheunbelievable,heliterallybrokethewindowwithhiselbow

andpulledMeout.Itwasverypainful,thebrokenglasseswerecuttingmeandtearingmy

dress…



Hethenwenttothecaragainwhileiwasontheground.Youcouldprobablysaythatishould’ve

ranawaykodwamymindfroze..

Hecamebackwithagun,ifoundmyselfShakingthatiliterallypissedonmyself.IthoughtZuko

wasgonnakillme,butinsteadhehitmeonmyheadandonmyfacewiththebackofhisgun.

Allirememberfromtheincidentwasmetastingmyownbloodbecauseiwasbleedingvery

bad..
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Iwokeupatthehospital.ThefirstthingididwheniopenedmyeyeswastothankGodthatiam

alive.Ididn’tthinkthatiwasgonnamakeit.Icouldfeelthatihadabandagewrappedaround

myhead…

Ihadanexcruciatingpainarisingfrommyhead,especiallywhenitriedtomoveit…ilooked

aroundandsawmyfatherandJozistandingthere...

Me:Papa

Helookedatme..

Him:Funi

Theybothcametome.Jozistoodonmyrightandmyfatherstoodonmyleft.Mylefteyewas

veryhardtoopen,itwashalfopenedcomparedtomyrighteyemorelikeitwasswollen..

Me:ican’tbelievethatI’mstillalive..

IsawtearsfallingfromJozi’seyes..

Her:YouwereinaComaforawhile,ithoughtyouwerenotgonnamakeit..

Dad:Letmegoandgetadoctor

HeletgoofmyhandandWalkedout….

Me:HetriedtokillmeJozi

Sheputherhandonherchest,whilecrying..

Her:I’msorry.Ifeelresponsibleforwhathappened,imeaniamtheonewhoKeptonforcing

youtogoforhim..

Me:Don’teverthinkthat..Itisnotyourfault..

Myfathercamebackwiththedoctor…



Thedoctorcamestraightuptomeandstartedshiningsomesmalllightinmyeyes..

Doc:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:iaminpainespeciallywhenitrytomovemyhead..

Doc:Howisyourvision?

Me:Mylefteyefeelsswollen

Shewaved2handsatme..

Her:Howmanyfingersamiholdingup?

Me:2..

Her:Okay..Howmanynow?

Shewaswaving4fingers..

Me:4

Shethenlookedatme..

Her:Youareluckytobealive…

IwasindeedgreatfulandhappythatIwasalive..

Her:Butyouwillbehappytoknowthattheyarrestedtheperpetratorswhodidthistoyou..

Me:perpetrators?

Her:Yes..Yourboyfriendgaveastatementofwhathappenedthatnighttothepolice,healso

describedhowtheperpetratorslookedlikeandtheygotthem..

Me:Therewasnoperpetrators..

Thedoctorlookedatme.

Doc:idon’tunderstand..

Me:Myboyfriendistheonethatattackedmethatnight..

Doc:Whywouldhelie?

Me:Becauseheisasickbastard!.

Shejustlookedatme.

Jozi:Clearlythepolicehavethewrongpeople..



Doc:Seemslikethat..

Me:Canigiveastatement?

Her:Wellyes,butiwantyoutogetbetterfirst.Yousufferedsevereheadtraumasorelax..

Me:icannotrelaxDocknowingthathemightcomebacktofinishme!!.

Doc:Pleasecalmdowniwillgetsecuritiestostandbyyourdoorandmakesurethathedoesn’t

comeanywherenearyou..

Dad:ThankyouDoctor

Doc:buthowcanhewantyoudeadifhistheonewhobroughtyouin,hisevenpayingforyour

hospitalbillsitjustdoesn’tmakesense..

Jozi:Becausehisfeelingguilty..

ThedoctorlookedatJozi..

Doc:couldbe..

Thedoctorfocusedherattentiononmeagain..

Her:Fine,iwillmakesurethatthere’ssecurityatyourdoor..Inthemeantimeiwillgetanurseto

giveyouyourmeds..

ShethenlookedatmyfatherandJozi..

Her:Pleasedon’tkeepherupforalongtimeshehastorest..

Dad:Ofcause..

Thedoctorwalkedout…mydadlookedatme.

Dad:Wellyouheardthedoctor..

Hekissedmeonmyforehead.

Him:GuessI’llseeyoutomorrow..

Me:iguesssotoo..

Jozihuggedmeandtheyleft…

AfterafewminutesofJoziandmyfatherleaving.TheNursegotinwithfoodandmymeds..It

wasahebytheway..

Him:Howismynewpatient?

Ilookedathim..



Me:I’mgettingthere,hopefully..

Heputthetraynexttome..

Him:Sandwich,fruitsalad,orangejuice?

Ilookedatthefood,itdidn’tlookthatbad..

Me:Whynot?

Hesmiledandstartedfeedingme..

Openingmymouthwidewasverydifficultbecauseofallthebruisesinmyface..

Him:I’msorryaboutwhathappenedtoyou..

Me:Itsokay..

Him:whodidthistoyou?

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:Myboyfriend,buthispinningallofthisoninnocentpeople….

Heputthebowloffruitsaladbackonthetray..

Him:domesticviolenceissomethingwecannotrunawayfrom.Approximately1inevery4

womeniskilledbytheirpartner..

Me:iamnotgoingtobecomeastaticofwomanabuse.Iwillfighttohavehimlockedawayfor

whathedidtome..

HesmiledatMe..

Him:That’sthespirit.Andisupportyou..

Me:Thankyou..

Iyawned..

Him:Tired?

Me:Yasuddenlyifeelsosleepy

Hestoodup..

Him:Drinkyourmedssoyoucansleep

Me:Thankyou..

HegotmewaterthenIdrankmypillsandtriedsleeping………



Unfortunatelyicouldn’tsleep,ihadthisTerribleheadache.Itwasevenmakingmenauseated

thatislowlygotupandmademywaytothebathroom.Iwasevenverydizzy….

Igottothebathroomandstartedvomiting,aftervomitingafewtimestheHeadachewas

gettingbetter…Irinsedmymouththenopenedthedoor..

Asiwasabouttostepout,isawthedoctorstandingnexttomybedholdingasyringe..

Doc:Dielittlebitch!!

Sheopenedmycoversandrealisediwasn’tthere..Shethenturnedaroundandsawme

Standingatthedoorofthebathroom..

Her:Itstimeforyoutodie!!

Iquicklyclosedandlockedthedoor..Shestartedbangingonit..

Her:Openup!!

Imovedbackwards,iwasscaredthatiwasevenShaking..

Me:Whatdoyouwantfromme??

Iwon’tlie,iwasveryscaredandscreaming..

Her:YoudonotmesswiththeMqelafamily!!

OhhhLordWhatdidigetmyselfinto?
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Iwasstilltrappedinthebathroomscaredashell.Youknowwhenadrenalinecreepsinyoueven

forgetthatyouinjured.Afterawhileshestoppedbangingonthedoor.Iwasscaredtoopen,

whatifshe’snotgonewhatifshe’sjuststandingthereagainwaitingformetoopen……

Afterapproximately10mintherewasaknock,myheartskippedabitagain..

Voice:Funekaareyouthere?

Soundedlikethemalenurse.Islowlygotupandopened,itwasthemalenurse….

Igotoutandhuggedhim..

Him:What’swrongareyouokay?

Ishookmyheadnoafterwehadbrokenthehug..



Hewalkedmetomybed,andisatthere..

Him:What’swrong?Youlooklikeyouhaveseenaghostorsomething

Afterihadcomposedmyselfandgatheredstrength,istartedtalking..

Me:Shetriedtokillme..

Him:Whotriedtokillyou?

Me:TheDoctortriedtokillme…

Him:Wait,younotmakinganysense..

Asweweretalking,thedoctorwalkedinandactedlikenothinghappened..

Her:Howismypatientdoing?

Iheldontothenurse’shandtightandandididn’tsayanything..

ShecameuptomeandFearjustcreepedin…Sheputherhandonmyforehead.

Her:ithinkweshouldsedateher..

Me:Sedatemeforwhat?

Her:Darlingyouhavebeenthroughalot.Sleepingmustbebringingyounightmareshey,

nightmaresofwhathappened..

Me:iamfine..

ShelookedattheNurse..

Her:GetthedisposablesyringeandtheAmpule..

TheNurselookedatme,andthenlookedattheDoctor..

Nurse:I’msorryDocbutithinkFuniisjustfine..

Thedoctorlookedathim,shewasstartingtogetabitirritated..

Her:I’msorrythelasttimeirememberediamtheDoctorhere,Istudiedfor6years..

Nurse:ifiremembercorrectlywemostlysedateagitatedandParanoidpatients.Funilooksjust

finetome,unlessOfcauseyouwantmetogetasecondopinionfromtheotherdoctors…

Shekeptquietforawhile.Shethensmiled,butitwasaconnivingsmile…

Her:Fineigetyourpoint.

Shelookedatme.



Her:iguesswewillseeeachothertomorrowFuni…

Aftersayingthatshewalkedout..IlookedattheNurse.

Me:Thankyou..

Him:Itsokay.

Me:Whatyoudidprovestomethatyoubelieveme..

Heexhaledloudly…

Him:idon’tlikeher.There’ssomethingsinisterabouther.Soya,ibelieveyou..

Me:Thankyou..

There’snothingmoregreatassomeonebelievingyou..

TheNursechilledinmywardfortherestoftheday,untilatnight..

Me:Isn’tsupposedtobetheendofyourshift?

Him:itisbuticannotleaveyoualoneinthisstate..

Hewassoosweet..

Me:iappreciatethat..

Him:iwanttogetussomethingtoeat,butidon’twannaLeaveyoualone.

Me:Ifit’sallowedwecangotogether…

Him:ithinkthat’sagoodidea..

Hehelpedmegetoutofbedwewalkeduptothecanteen,andisatdownatthetableashegot

ussomethingtoeat..Thecanteenwasabitempty,justafewpeoplewerethere..

Hecamebackwithburgersandcooldrinks..

Him:Wecan’teathere,it’sforstaffonly

Me:Ohwya

Istoodupandwewenttomyward..

Him:ifiguredthatyoubetiredofthishospitalfood…

Me:iam..

Westartedeating..Ilookedathim..



Me:ididn’tgetyourname…

Him:Marvin,NurseMarvinBrown..

Me:Howdiditcomeaboutforyoutobeanurse?

Him:IwantedtodomedicinebutunfortunatelyparentsCouldn’tafford,sotobeinthemedical

fieldiwentfornursing..

Me:There’snomuchmalenurses

Him:truethat..

Me:YounotGayareyou?

Helaughed..

Him:NoI’mstraight…

Me:That’sgood..

Myheadachestarted,iclosedmyeyes..

Him:What’swrong?

Me:Thisexcruciatingpainigetinmyheadhasstartedagain..

Him:Letmegetyousomepainkillers…TrytakingafewbitesandI’llberightback…

Me:Okay

Hequicklyranoutasiforcedmyselftoeat……

Mybiggestfearwalkedinasiwaseating.

Him:Bunju

Iswearforamomenteverythingstopped..Mymindfrozeididn’tknowhowtoreact..

Hewalkedcloserandtookaseat,hethenlookedatthefood…..

Him:ipayalotofmoneyhereforyoutogetthebestandtheyfeedingyouthisnonsense,this

veryunhealthy…

Mymouthwentdryimmediately.

Me:What…whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:I’mheretoseeyou..

Iwaspanicking,ilookedforthepanicbuttonandiwasabouttopressit.Hecameandputhis



handonmymouth..

Him:Let’snotoverreact

Mybreathingseized…IthensawMarvinwalkingin.

Marvin:Heywhatareyoudoing?

Him:Standwhereyouare

Marvin:I’mcallingsecurity

ZukotookouthisgumandpointeditatMarvin..

Zuko:Doyouknowwhoiam?

Me:Z..Zuko..I.

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Shutthefuckup.

HethenlookedatMarvin..

Him:ineverwannaseeyouinthiswardeveragain,iwillhaveanewnurseAssignedforme…

Me:Zuko..Please..

Zuko:Funiisaidshutthefuckup!Idon’twannahurtyoumorethanialreadydid..

Zuko:WewillgotothereceptionandyouwilltellthemthatyounolongerwannabeFuni’s

Nurse..

Me:Zukolisten…

Him:Funii..

Me:Someonetriedtokillme..

Heloweredhisgunandlookedatme..

Him:What?

IlookedatMarvinasheslowlywalkedbackwards,thenilookedatZukoagain…

Me:aDoctortriedtokillme..

Him:Wtf?

AllinalliwashopingthatMarvincomesbackwithhelpsoon
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NurseBrowndidn’twastetime,hecamewith3securitieswithintheperiodof5min..

Him:Canyoupleasegetthismanoutofhere.Heisathreattomypatientandheisarmed..

Theyquicklyrestrainedhim,hetriedputtingupafightbuthelost.Afterrestraininghim,they

walkedhimout..NurseBrowncametomeandhuggedme.

Him:Didhetrytohurtyou?

Ishookmyheadno.

Him:Nowicanclearlyseethatyounotsafehere..

Me:Hewon’tstopuntilhekillsme..

Him:iwillalwaysmakesurethatyouareguardedespeciallywheniknockoffinthemorning.

Youmustalwayshaveaguardatyourdoor,andanursehereinyourward..

Me:Thankyouverymuch..

Hesatdown..

Him:Wasthathim?

Inoddedmyheadyeswithmyeyesclosed..

Him:Hedidn’tseemokaytome,imeanwhocomesatthehospitalwithagun..

Me:Hisbipolar

Him:Thatisaseriousmentaldisorderishetakingmedicationforit?

Me:Hedoesn’tdrinkhispillsregularly..

Him:ifiguredthatout..

Me:iwishthathecouldleavemealone..

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Wewillmakehimpayforwhathedidtoyou..

Ijustnoddedmyhead..

Him:Whydon’tyoutrytogetsomerest,iwillseathereandguardyou..



Me:Won’tyougettired?

Him:I’maNurse,I’musedtonightshifts..

AtleasticansleeppeacefullywithNurseBrownthere,heistheonlyoneitrusthere….

Itwashardsleeping.I’dgetnightmaresofZukoattackingmethatnight,itwasjustcrazy…

NurseBrownsatthereandreadaNovelwhileguarding,ialsosawaguardstandingatthedoor

thatmademyparanoiaabitbetter…

Iwokeupthefollowingmorning,andNurseBrownwasn’taroundinsteadisawafemalesitting

there..

Me:WhereisNurseBrown?

Her:NurseBrownwenthome,heonlydoesnightshifts..

Me:Ohw

Her:iamMelissaandiwillbeholdinginforhim,untilhisnightshift..

TheQuestionis,canitrusther?

Her:Whydon’tyougoandtakeashower,andthenwe’lltakeitfromthere..

Igotoutofbedandwenttothebathroom,imadesurethatilockthedoorIdidn’twanther

creepinguponme……

Aftershowering,idriedmybody,appliedlotionandthenputonthehospitalgownandwent

backtomybedagain…

Melissahadmademybednicely,thenshewenttogetmebreakfastwhileilaidonthebed..

.

Shecamebackwithscrambledeggs,bacon,sausages,andtoastedbreadwithjuiceonthe

side…

Her:Browntoldmethatyoudon’treallylikehospitalfood,soithoughtyouwillprobably

appreciatethis..

Me:Thankyou,that’sverykindofyou…

Asibentdowntopickupthejuice,ifelttheexcruciatingpainagaininmyhead..

Her:Takeiteasy..

Shelaidmebackandputthetrayonmythighs…



Her:bettereatfastbeforethedoctorcatchesyou…

Me:IsittheFemaledoctoragain?

Her:No,DrSmithissuspended..

Me:Whathappened?

Her:Thankhospitalmanagementsawthefootagewhenshetriedtoattackyou..Shemightgo

tojailforalongtime..

Wowthatwasgoodtohear..

Me:That’sgoodnews

Her:I’msorryaboutwhathappened,wehaveneverhadsuchincidencesinthishospitalBefore..

Me:Itwasshockingwhathappened..

TheDoctorcametocheckuponmelater.Thistimeitwasahe,andhedidn’tlooklikehewas

senttokillme..

Him:HowareyoufeelingthismorningMiss..

Shelookedatmyfile….

Him:MissFuneka

Me:exceptfortheconstantsharppainthatigetinmyhead,I’mfine..

Heunrolledthebandagefrommyhead..

Him:Thestitchesarestillintact.Ithinkweshouldn’tputthebandageanymore..

Iputmyhandonmyhead,icouldn’tfeelmyhairtheonlythingifeltwereafewstitches…

Me:amibald?

Dr:Yes,butyoustilllookgooddon’tworry

Me:idoubtthat..

Helookedatme..

Him:Youareasurvivorofabrutalattack,thatmakesyoubeautiful..

Ismiled..

Me:Thankyou

HelookedattheNurse..



Him:Ibuprofenwillbegoodpreferably400mg.

Heputhishandonmyforehead…

Him:Shedoesn’thaveafeversoidon’tthinkparacetamolwillbenecessary,plusIbuprofenisa

goodanalgesiconitsowntoo.Andgivehersomevitaminstoo..

Melissa:I’monitdoctor

Dr:iwillseeyoutomorrowMiss..

Helookedatmyfileagain..

Me:MissFuneka

Him:itwilltakemeawhiletogetusedtothename..

Me:ItsokayDr…

Him:DrCowen..

Me:DrCowen..

Hechuckled,ialsochuckled..

Helookedyoung,andveryattractive…

Him:Trytogetsomerest

Me:Ain’tthataclassiclinethatallthedoctorstelltheirpatients?

Hechuckledagain..

Him:Thenaskthenursetotakeyououtforawalk…

Me:PssshhhI’msureilooklikeamonster,idon’twannascarepeople..

Him:ifmonstersdoexist,thenyouabeautifulone..

Igiggled…

Me:Don’tplaywithme..

Him:Youdon’tbelievethatI’mbeautiful?

Me:Wellnotafterthis..

Helookedatme..

Me:What?



Him:I’lltakeyououtonadatetomorrow,nothingmuchbutwe’llgetsomethingatthecanteen..

Me:Ohw

Him:willthatmakeyoufeelbeautiful?

Me:iguessso..

HesmiledatMe..

Him:Tomorrowitisthen..

Ismiledathimtoo..Oursweetmomentwasinterruptedbysomeoneclearingtheirthroat..We

concentratedonthedooranditwasBongi,shewaswithNoluvuyo..

Iwonderwhatshe’sdoinghere..
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DrCowenwalkedoutasBongiandNoluvuyowalkedintositonthatsmallbenchnexttomybed.

Bongilookedatme,shedidn’tbelievethatahumanbeingcanenduresuchabrutalattackand

stilllivetotellthestory….

Bongi:HowareyouFuni?

Me:iwishicouldsaythatI’mfinebut..

Her:iunderstand..

Iwishtheycouldjustsaywhytheyherealready..

Bongi:Aretheytreatingyougoodhere?HowaretheNurses?

IthoughtoftellingherabouttheAttackfromthatDoctor,butthenit’snoneofherbusiness..

Me:Everythingisfine..

Her:Areyousurebecauseifeverythingisnotgoodthenwecanhaveyougotoanother

hospital…

Me:I’mfineBongithankyou..

Shestoppedfussingandlookedatme..

Her:iamsosorryaboutwhathappened,icannotbegintoimaginethepainthatyougoing

through..



Me:I’llbeokay…

Her:Haveyoutalkedtothepolice?

Me:about?

Her:abouttheAttack?

Me:Notyet..

Vuyo:Doyourememberwhoattackedyouthatnight?

Aretheykidding?OfcauseirememberwhoattackedMe…

Me:Unfortunatelynot..

Isawasignofrelieffromher..

Her:WelluhmZukohasalreadytalkedtothepoliceonyourbehalf.Heidentifiedtheculpritsand

theylockedupaswespeaking..

Ifakedasmile..

Me:That’sgood

Shesmiledtoo.

Her:That’sverygood..

NoluvuyoclearedherThroat..

Bongi:Ohwyauhm..Wehavedecidedthatsinceyougoingtobeourbridesoon,wewouldlike

totakeyoutoschoolsoyoucanstudyFashiondesignandwealsogonnapayforyourFather’s

treatmentuntilyouworkandcanaffordtopayforhistreatment..

Wow,soshewannahideherson’sdisgracebyusingminetobribeme..Noamountofmoney

canfixwhatZukodidtome..

Me:uhmthat’sbig..

Her:it’sourGifttoyou…

Me:Bongiyoudon’thavetoo..

Her:iwanttoo..Funilookwenotsayingthatyouarenotgoodenoughformyson,buttheMqela

familyisveryeducated.Evenourrelativesholdveryhighqualifications.Doyouknowthatmy

sister’ssonisstudyingatEngland?

Me:Noididn’tknow…



Her:Wellheis.Don’ttakethisthewrongway,butwedon’twantyoutobetheoddoneout..

Me:Ohw

Her:ihopethatdidn’tcomeacrossasmedespisingyou…

Me:Notatall..

Shesmiled..

Her:iguesswecangonowNoluvuyo..UhmFuniwewillseeyousomeothertime.

Me:Thankyouforcomingtovisitme…

Shestoodupandhuggedme.

Her:Anytime..

Noluvuyohuggedmetoo..

Vuyo:getwellsoonwestillhaveaweddingtoplan,andI’mtalkingaboutyourwedding

Me:I’lltry.

Thentheyleft..

Thenervethough!..Ireallydon’twantanythingtodowiththeMqelafamilyatall…..

IwaschilledinmywardthewholedayjustwatchingTVandlazingaround.Myfatherdidn’t

cometoseemewhichwasunlikehim,unlesshissick……

Jozicametoseemeataround16:00shewasallalone….

Her:Heycuz

Shehuggedme…

Me:hi…

Her:ivebroughtyoukfcihopeit’sgoodenough..

Sheputitonmyshelf..

Ididn’tsayanythingmymindwasfaraway,veryfaraway….

Jozi:Funi..

Ilookedather.

Me:Huh?



Her:Areyoualright?

Me:Yaiam..

Her:Don’tlietome.

Iletoutasigh..

Me:whenwasthelasttimeyousawmyfather?

Her:Thattimewhenwewerehere..

Me:Thatwasthelasttimeyousawhim?

Her:Yesbae,what’swrong?

Me:idon’tknowit’sjustunusualforhimnottocomeandvisit.

Her:Maybehedoesn’thavemoneyforacab..Youknowtaxifareisexpensivethisdays….

Me:Yamaybe…

Her:nowdon’tworryloosenupabit..

Jozichilledwithmeuntil18:00,wejusttalkedaboutrandomthingsitrulyenjoyherpresence….

SheleftassoonasnurseBrowncameinforhisshift,andpromisedtocomeandvisit

tomorrow…..

Brown:Howareyou?

Hesaidthatwhilehuggingme…

Me:I’mfinethanksandyou?

Him:I’mgood..Iwasworriedaboutyou

Me:NurseMelissawasgoodtome

Him:itrustherwithmylifethatone..

Me:Youshouldbecauseshe’sgood..

Him:Whatcanidoforyou?

Me:Nothingmuchhey,justsitdownandlet’stalk..

Hepulledupthebenchandsatdown.Aswewereabouttohaveanicechat,Zukowalkedin..

Brown:pressthebuttonhelpwillcomeveryfast..



Ireachedforthebutton..

Zuko:iwouldn’tdothatifiwasyou…

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Hewasholdingatab..Hecametomeandgavemethetab..

Him:iwouldwatchverycarefullyifiwaswithyou..

Heplayedsomevideoandicouldn’tbelievewhatisaw.Itmademyheartsink,itmademy

stomachturninthatidroppedthetab..Ilookedathimwithtearsinmyeyes..

Him:Maybeweshouldtalkhey..

Hesatdown..Ilookedathim
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IhavenevercameacrosssuchanEvilperson.TheVideoshowedmyfatherlayingonwhat

lookedlikeahospitalbed,buticouldclearlytellfromhissurroundingsthathewasn’tata

hospital.Theyperformedanopenheartsurgeryonhim,andputsomethinginhisheartthat

lookedlikeasmallcreaturewhichwassqueezinghishearteverynowandthen.IlookedatZuko

witheyesfulloftears..

Me:Yousickbastard!

Him:idon’tthinkthat’ssomethingnicetosay..

Me:Whatdidyoudotohim?

Him:Yousee,that’saparasite.It’sslowlysqueezinghisheartandifit’snotremovedsoonhis

heartwon’tmakeit..

Me:WhyZuko?Whatisitthatyouwantfromme?

Him:SomethingthatI’vealwayswanted,iwantyoutomarryme..

Brown:Youcannotforcesomeonetomarryyoubyputtingthroughsomethinglikethis..

Zukolookedame..

Him:Whoisthisfool?

IlookedatNurseBrown.



Me:Pleasegiveussomefewminutes

Brown:I’mnotgoinganywhere

Me:Brownplease..

HelookedatZukothenlookedatme..

Him:Fine..Ifsomethinghappensdon’thesitatetopressthebuzzer

Me:iwon’t..

Hethenwalkedout..IlookedatZuko.

Him:ididmylittleresearchonyou.Youdon’thaveafamilyotherthanyourFather.Soifhedies

thatisgoingtobetheendofyou..

Ihadnostrengthtoargueorfighthim..

Him:I’mgivingyouanopportunityofalifetime.Marrymeandipromisetogiveyouthebestlife

ever,andyouaregonnasaveyourFather..

Iwasjustlayingonmybedwithtearsstreamingdown…

Heleanedcloserandwipedmytears..

Him:ComeonFuni,it’snotlikeI’maskingyoutosacrificeyourlife..

Zukocannotbeahumanbeing,nohumanbeingcandothistoanotherhumanbeing..Hestood

upandkissedmeonmyforehead.

Him:thinkaboutit,andknowthatyourunningoutoftime..

Helookedathistab..

Him:I’mgonnaleaveithere,I’msureitwillhelpyoutomakeagoodchoice….

Aftersayingthathewalkedout..

Itookthetabandthrewitonthefloor.WhyisZukoPittonmethroughsomuchpain?You

cannotsaythatyoulovesomeonebutthentreatthemlikethis..Heisabusingmementally,

physically,andemotionally.Idon’tknowhowmuchofthisicantake…

BrownCamebackasiwassittingtherecrying.

Him:YoucannotmarryhimFuni,wewillfindaway..

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Zukoisdangerous.Thebestthingtodoistojustgivehimwhathewants…



Brown:Wetalkingaboutyourlifehere

Me:Andwetalkingaboutmyfather’slifehere..Whatwouldibewithouthim?

Brown:Youforgettingonething..

Ilookedathim.

Him:HeisnotGod,heisahumanbeing..ThisZukoofyourshastohaveaflaw.Whenwefind

hisflawsthenwecannotusethemagainsthim…

IunderstandwhatNurseBrownwassaying,butthatisgonnatakelong..

3dayspassedwithmestillthinkingaboutwhathappened.Icannotlosemyfather,imeanifhe

diesmyGrandmaisfinallygonnakickmeoutofthathouseandwherewouldIgo?

IhadcallZukotocometodaybecauseIwantedtolethiminaboutthedecisionthatihave

made………

Itdidn’ttakehimlongtoarrive,whichjustgoestoshowhowmuchthisisimportanttohim..He

stoodatthedooralllookingathim.Ialsolookedathimandthoughttomyselfwhatdrivessuch

acuteguytodothethingsthathedoes.Iwishthathisheartwasasgoodashowhelookson

theoutside..

Heslowlymadehiswaytome.

Him:Ey

Me:hi

HegrabbedthebenchandSatdown..

Me:ithoughtaboutwhatyousaid

Him:And?

Me:I’lldoit..I’llMarryyou..

Hesmiledatme..

Him:iknewthatyousmart.That’sthebestdecisionyou’vemade..

IfonlyheknewthatI’mdoingthisformyfather,assoonasyoufatherisokayiwillfindawayto

getawayfromZukoevenifitmeanscommittingsuicideiwill..

Him:Sowhenyougetdischargedyou’llcomeandlivewithme..

Me:Okay

Him:Funiiknowthatyouhaveinsecuritiesaboutme,butiassureyouthatwegonnahavethe



bestrelationshipever..

I’dliketoseethat..

Ijustsignedmydeathwarranty..
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Sometimesinlifewearefacedwithdifficultiesthatcriticaldecisionshavetobemadeinorder

tosavethosethatwelove.Ilovemyfathermorethanlifeitself,andiamnotgoingtolethimdie

likethis..IhadagreedtomarryZukoinexchangeformyfather’slife,agreeingtomarryhimwas

likesigningmysoultothedevilbutwhatcanisay?Ireallyneedtoseemyfatheralive.Seeing

himinthatvideovulnerablelikethattrulykilledmedeepinside…

TodayIwasgettingdischarged,Zukowillcomeandfetchmebecausehewantsmetomovein

withhimpermanently….

IwasstandingthereinmywardwithNurseBrownfixingmyhat.

Him:Thishatsuitsyouverywell…

Icouldn’tgooutinpublicwithallthosestitchesandscars..

Me:Thankyou

Heputhishandsonmyshoulders..

Him:Bestrong,wearegonnagethimrememberheisnotGod..

Isatdownonthebed.

Him:Youhavemynumberstoredifanythinghappenscallme..

NurseBrownhasthisideathatwemustgetsomethingonZuko,somethingtobreakhimwith….

Me:ijustwanttobreakhim,iwantyoucrushhissoulthesamewaythathedidtomine…

Hesatnexttome..

Him:YouarestrongFuni,andwegonnagetthroughthis..

Me:ihopeso..

Zukowalkedinonusstilltalkinglikethat..

Zuko:Goodmorning

Wegreetedback…



Brown:I’llgogetyourmedsatthedispensary…

Me:Thankyou

Hestoodupandwent..Zukocamecloserandkissedme.

Him:I’msohappythattodayI’mBringingyouhome…

Ifakedasmile..

Him:WecandothisFuni,wehaveourwholelivesaheadofus..

IseriouslywonderwhyZukowantsmetomarryhimsoobad..

Me:ihaveonerequest

Him:What?

Me:iwouldliketoseemyfather

Him:No..

Me:Please,ijustwannaseehim..

Hesighed..

Him:Okaywe’llgoandyoucanseehim…

Me:Thankyou..

NurseBrowncamebackwithmymedsandgavemeahug,whileWhisperinginmyear..

Him:Bestrong..

Iwishicouldbestrong..Afterafewsecondswebrokethehugandibidhimfarewellthenwe

left….

Zukodidn’twannatakeanychances,soheblindfoldedmeallthewaytowhereiwasgonnasee

myfather.Hemadeitclearthatishouldn’tknowtherouteincaseitrytocontactthepolice…..

Wegotthere,andhetooktheblindfoldoff.Itlookedlikeanabandonedwarehouseinthe

middleofnowhere,westartedwalkingtotheentrance..Iwasnervous,iwantedtodieimean

seeingmyfatherinthatconditionisgoingtokillme..Theinsideofthatplacewaspurewhite,i

sawalotofchemicalsandwhatlookedlikescientistsbusymixingchemicals..Soallthispeople

workforZuko…

Weweremadetowearthosewhitesuitsbecauseapparentlymyfatherwas“highlycontagious”

andthenweweretakentohim..

Seeinghimlayingtherejustdidthingstome.Helookedveryvulnerablewiththatparasiteslowly



squeezinghisheart…

Althoughhewasunconscious,icouldseethathewasfightingtostayalive..

Idon’tknowwhattonameZuko,thereisnohumanbeingwhocandosuchtoanotherhuman

being..

Icouldn’ttakeitanymore,iWalkedoutofthatroomintears..IthentookoffthesuitandWalked

outwithZukofollowingme..

Him:Funi!..

Iturnedaround..

Me:LeavemealoneZuko!!!

Heranaftermeuntilhecaughtupwithhim,hethengrabbedmebymyarm…

Him:Seethisiswhyididn’twantyoutoseehim..

Islappedhimacrosstheface…

Me:iwantnothingtodowithyouanymoreyouhearme?

Ithenstartedwalking,ididn’tknowwhereiwaswalkingtoobutikeptonwalking…

Ithenrealisedthatevenifiwalkawaybuthisholdingmyfather’sheartcaptive..Istoppedand

turnedaround,hewasstandingbyhiscarandimademywaytohim..

Whatwasrunninginmymindwasthatiwantedtokillhim…

Him:Areyoudonewiththrowingyoursillytempertantrum?

Ididn’tsayanything,iopenedthecardoorandwentin…HegotInonhissideandstarted

driving…

Him:YourFatherisgoingtobejustfine…

Ididn’tsaynothing..

Him:afterwegetmarriediwillreleasehimfromthissorrow….

Wegottohishouse,andfikswasatthekitchenfeedingAphiwehispurity..

Zuko:molweni(greetings)

Fiksturnedandlookedatus..

Fiks:andtheyarehome.

Zuko:Sorryweabitlate,westoppedsomewherefirst..



Shelookedatme..

Fiks:HiFuni..

Me:hifiks..

Zuko:ithinkFunineedstorestalittlesoI’llwalkherupstairs.

Helookedatme..

Him:Let’sgo..

Weleftthemthereandthenwewalkedupstairstohisbedroom…Him:Thisisgonnabeyour

homefromnowon..

Me:I’mecstatic..

Him:YouknowFuniidon’tunderstandwhyyouhavetobenegativeaboutthis..

Inoticeddrugsonthedressingtable,lookedlikecocaine…

Me:didn’tyourmotherteachyouthatyoucan’tmixdrugswithmeds,especiallysomeonein

yourconditionyoucannotbedoingdrugs..

Him:Don’tworryaboutmeandmycondition..

Ilookedatthosedrugsandiimmediatelyhadanidea,whatifipoisonhim?Substitutethat

cocainepowderwithadeadlysubstance..
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Iamnotgonnabeonethosewomenwhobecomeastatisticofdomesticviolence,orthekindof

womanwhogetskilledbytheirpartnerthroughdomesticviolence.Iam22andihavemywhole

lifeaheadofme,ifZukothinksthathehasmewrappedaroundhismiddlefingerthenheshould

thinkagain…..

Iwentbacktothebedroomafterdrinkingmypainkillersandhewasstandingthereinfrontof

themirrorfixinghimself.Hewasalldressedupinablacksuitasiflikehewasgoingtoan

importantclassymeeting,orasiflikehewasmeetingupwithObama….

HiscolognefilledtheroomintoxicatingmeasiWalkedIn..

Helookedatmethroughthemirror.

Him:iamgoingoutforawhile..

Ilookedatthetime,itwasnow16:00onthedot…



Ifitwasn’tapublicholidayiwouldactuallybelievethathewasmeetingwithabusiness

associate,butthenagainwithhowgoodhelookedanotherpartofmetoldmethatheis

meetingupwithawoman.Ithastobeawoman,theisnootherlogicalexplanationtohowgood

helooked,towhyhewouldtakesoomuchtimeintopreparinghimself..

Hecameuptomeandpeckedmeonmylips..

Him:Ifyougetbored,fiksandAphiwewillkeepyoucompany…

Me:Fiksdoesn’tlikeme..

Him:I’vespokentoher.

Me:Itsfine

Him:Don’twaitupforme..

Iwasn’tplanningonwaitingupforhimvele..

Hekissedmeagainandthenwalkedout..

IwishicouldfindoutwhatmadeZukotobelikethis.Noonecanwakeuponedayanddecide

tobethisheartless,therehastobearootforallhispainandmentalillness..

Iwalkedovertothedressingtableandlookedatthepictureofhimandhiswife,theylookedsoo

happyShame.Wasapicoftheirweddingday,shewasinawhitedressandhewasinasuit.

Theyweresmilingateachotherashearchedherback,asiflikehewasgoingtokissher…

Iputthepicturebackinitsplace,andthenstaredatthatsmallplasticthatcontainedcocaine.I

didn’twasteanytimeiwentandflusheditdownthetoilet……

Ididn’tdomuchfortherestofthatday,Iwasveryboredofsittinginthatbedroomallonmy

ownwhileZukowenttofuckanotherbitch.Iwishicouldsaythatididn’tcareaboutthat,Iwishi

couldsaythatitdidn’thurtmebutunfortunatelyitdidhurtalittle.Imeanapartofmeloved

Zuko,andthatpartofmewillalwaysbehurtifhisactionsaretohurtme…..

Itwasnowaround18:00,ihadjustbatheandworemypjs.Zukohadwenttogreatlengthsin

buyingmeclothesoffwhichididn’tknowhowheknewmysize….

ImademywaydownstairsandfikswasSittingonthefloorattheTVroomplayingwithAphiwe,

istoodtherelookingatthemuntilshenoticedme..

Me:Sorryididn’tmeantointerrupt..

Her:Itsfine,youdidn’tinterrupt..Youcanjoinus…

Me:Okay

Iwenttositdown.Fikswouldsteallooksatme,wheninoticethatshewaslookingatme,she



wouldquicklyconcentrateonsomethingelse..

Me:Itsokay,iknowhowhorribleilook..

Onethingihateispeoplepityingme,andfikslookedatmeasiflikeshewaspityingme..

Her:It’snotlikethat,justthat..

Ilookedather,shedidn’thaveanyrightwordstosay..

Her:i..Thosestitcheslookpainful..

Me:WelliwasoutwhenDoctorsstitchedme..

Her:Funilookiamtrulysorry..

Me:No,pleasedon’tdothat..Don’tpityme..

Shekeptquiet,shedidn’thaveanythingtosay..

Me:WhydoesheactlikethatthoughFiks?Hasanythingeverhappenedthathurthimsoobad

andnowhewannainflictthesamepaintootherpeople?

Shelookeddownstill..

Me:Fiksifyouknowsomethingpleasetellme,icannothelphimifidon’tknowthetruth..

Shelookeddownagainclearlyindicatingthatshe’shidingsomething,thenlookedatmeaftera

fewminutes…

Her:imadeMac&Cheesewantsome?

Me:Fiks

Her:YiyekeFuni!(leaveit)

Ididn’treallyexpectsucharesponsefromher..

Her:ifhehasn’ttoldyouthenitmeanshedoesn’twantyouknowing!!

Shestoodup..

Her:DoyouwanttheMac&Cheeseorwhat?

Me:Yeasure.

Shequicklywalkedoutoftheroom.Fromhowfikswasacting,icouldclearlyseethatshewas

hidingsomething…..

Itwasuselesspushingitbecauseshewasn’ttelling,soijustletitgo..



WehadtheMac&Cheeseshehadpreparedanditdidn’ttastethatbad.

Me:Soyoutellingmethatyoupreparedthatonyourown?

Shelaughed..

Her:Wellnotreally,ijustboughtMac&Cheesematethenaddedmilkandmagarineandputitin

theoven..

Me:Wellittastedgoodthough

Her:Thankyou..

Myphonerangatthatinstant,anditwasbrown..

Me:Sorryihavetotakethis..

Her:Noproblem…

Istoodupandwenttoanswerthephoneatthekitchen..

Me:Brown

Him:Didicatchyouatthewrongtime?Ishethere?

Me:NohewentoutWadup?

Him:ihavefoundsomethinginterestingonourMainman.

Me:Whatisit?

Him:ihavehisoldmedicalrecords..

Me:I’mnotfollowing..

Him:iwasatthefileroomandfunnyenoughicameacrossZukoMqela’soldmedicalrecords..

Me:And?

Him:WellaccordingtowhatI’mseeing,hewasbroughtinatthishospitalalotwhenhewas

young..

Me:Whatwastheproblem?

Him:minorinjuries,minorburns,shallowbreathing,andthelistgoeson..

Me:Wow..

Brown:itseemslikeZukowasalwayssickasachild,becauseonseveraloccasionshewas

broughtinatleastonceamonth..



Me:Looksthatway…

Him:Wellthat’salligotfornow.

Me:ThankyouevenThoughidon’tknowhowthatinformationwillhelpus,butthankyou

Him:Samehere,butithoughtishouldletyouknowbecausethehospitalisgoingtodestroythe

Filestheyveryoldandtheyattractingmiceinthestoreroom..

Me:Wellthenthankyou,forlettingmeknow..

Hewasquietforawhile..

Me:Brown?

Icouldhearthathewaspagingthoroughsomething..

Him:Younotgonnabelievethis..

Me:What?..

Him:Youreallynotgonnabelievethis..

Me:Whatisitbrown?

Him:There’samedicalreportherestatingthatZuko’smotherwasarrestedafterinvestigations

provedthatshewastheonemakinghimsick.InoneOccasionshepoisonedhim,Doctorsfound

highamountsofsodiuminhisbody..

Me:Brownwhatareyoutellingme?

Him:itlookslikehismothertriedtokillhimalotoftimes,eversincehewasababy..

Myjawliterallydropped..
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Wealwaysquicktojudgesomeonebasedontheiractionsbeforeweactuallydatedeeperinto

findingoutwhatmadethispersontobethewaythattheyare.Idonotbelievethatthere’s

someonewhowasbornanabuser,arapist,orevenaserialkiller.Thereissomethingthatled

themtodowhattheydoing,foreverypainthatanotherPersoninflictsonanotherpersonthatis

mainlybecausetheyalsobeenhurtalotoftimes..Idonotmakeexcusesforanabusive

behaviour,orabadbehaviourbecausequitefranklynobadactshouldbeanexcuseforanother

persontohurtsomeoneelse.Butcanweforjustonesecondputourselvesinthatperson’s

shoes?Neverinyourlifejudgesomeonebecauseoftheiractsuntilyouknowwhatmadethem

tobelikethat.MymotherwouldsayratherPrayforthatpersonthantojudge……

Itwasafterthatphonecall,whereifoundmyselfsittingonthebedthinkingaboutZuko,thinking



aboutthepainhisbeenputthroughbyhisownmother..believeitornottherearemothersout

therewhoarearecapableofhatingtheirownchildren…

Ilookedatthetimeanditwasexactly23:30.IwassittingonthebedwaitingforZuko,iwasn’t

evenlayingonthebediwassittingtherewithmyphoneinmymyhandsthinkingaboutwhat

Browntoldme..

Thebedroomdooropenedafterafewminutes,andhewalkedin..Hewasn’tdrunk,hedidn’t

evenlookhighhejustlookedabittired.Icouldn’tevenfindtracesthathewaswithanother

woman,hewasjusthisordinaryselfwhichmademerealisethatimighthavemisjudgedhimon

mystatementearlierthathewasmeetingupwithanotherwoman…

HeputhisphoneandcarkeysontopofthatsmalldressingtableChair..

Him:Ithoughtyou’dbesleeping,itoldyounottowaitupforme..

Ilookedathimandmyheartjustbrokeintopiecesimmediately.Hegrewuptobethismanthat

heisTodayknowingthathismotherhadtriedtokillhimnotonce,nottwice,butseveraltimes..I

meanfromhowtheirrelationshipis,hemustknowthathismomdoesn’tlovehim..icanjust

imaginehimwitnessingthelovehisfriendsandtheirmotherssharedwhilehewasyoung,and

knowingthathedoesn’thavethat.Worsehisfatherwasneverinthepicture,hischildhood

must’vebeenpainful..

Ilookedathislipsmoving,hewastalkingaboutsomethingbutitfellondeafears,hewasbusy

doinghiscufflinkstooashewastalking..

Zukoisaverystrongperson,hehasaheartofaliontowould’vesurvivedallofthat.knowing

myselfiwould’vecommittedsuicideafterfindingoutthatmymotherdoesn’tloveMe…Ilooked

athim,ashewastalkingbusyshowingthatsexycharmingsidesmileofhis..

Me:Zukoiloveyou..

Hestoppedwhathewasdoingandlookedatme…

Him:What?

Iseriouslydon’tknowwherethatcameFrom,butalliknowisthatapartofmeloveshim,

Becausehereiambeingshutteredbyhispainimeanifididn’tlovehimtheniwouldn’tbe

feelinghispain..

Ididn’tevenrealisethatiwasnowcrying,untilifelttearsburningmycheeksandeyes.Hewas

standingtherelookingatme,wasthatprematureformetosay?Especiallybecausehereheis

tryingtokillmyfatherandhereiamproclaimingmyloveforhim,amibeingselfish?..

Ireallydidn’tknowwhattosayatthatinstantsoistoodupandwipedmytears..

Me:iamsosorry..Idon’tknowwhatgottome..



Istartedwalkingtothedoorandbeforeicouldeventouchthedoorhandle,hegrabbedmeby

myhandandpulledmeclosertohisshirtlessbody.Althoughhewasshirtless,buticouldstill

smellhiscologne,mytearsfallingonthatsmoothskin…

Him:I’msorry…

IwassobbingBitterly,idon’tknowwhythiswashurtingmesoobad..

Him:IsthisaboutyourFather?

Iwantedtosaysomethingbutwordsfailedme,butwheneverwordsfailmetearsalwaysfind

me….

Idon’tknowhoworwhenifellasleep.Allirememberwasmecryingandhimholdingme,and

usmovingtothebedthenimust’vecrieduntilifellasleep..Igotoutofbed,ihadan

excruciatingheadache..Iwishthisheadachescouldgoalready..

Imademywaytothebathroomtobrushmyteethandwashmyface.Myeyeswereswollenand

abitredclearlyindicatingthatihadbeencryingthenightbefore..

Wheniwasdonefresheningup,imademywaydownstairs……

..

WhileiwasgoingdownthestairsisawhimplayingwithAphiweatthekitchenandfikslooked

likeshewaspreparingbreakfast..AlthoughZukoishoweveryouwanttopainthim,kodwaheis

adamngoodFather….

Imademywaytothem.

Me:Morning..

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme.

Him:Morning

Helookedreadyforwork..

Fiks:HiFunisitdownimadebreakfast..

Me:Letmejustdrinkpainkillersfirst..

Zuko:What’swrong?

HewasholdingAphiwenowinhisarms.

Me:Justaheadache.

Igottothepantryandgotsomepanadothendrank..



Zuko:WantmetotakeyoutotheDoctor?

Iturnedaroundandlookedatthem..

Me:I’msurethatiwillbeokay.

HeputAphiweonthefloorwhocrawledalltheWaytothelounge..

Zuko:Bettergoandcheckhim..

Fiks:WhenareyouexactlypayingmebecauseitseemslikeI’myourbabysitternow?

Zuko:Youliveinmyhouseandyounotpayingrent..

Fiks:That’snotfair

Shesaidthatwhilemakingherwaytothelounge..Zukowentandremovedthepanfromthe

stove,thenafterhecameandstoodnexttome..

Him:Howareyoutoday?

Me:I’mfine..

Him:ididn’tlikeseeingyoucryinglikethatlastnight

Ididn’twannatalkaboutlastnightbecauseiwasgonnacryagain..

Me:idon’twannatalkaboutLastnight..

Him:F..

Me:Zukoplease..Nottoday.

Hekeptquietforawhile..

Him:Fine,letmegettowork..I’llseeyoulater.

HekissedmeonmyforeheadandWalkedupstairs..

Aftereatingandbathing,idecidedthatmaybeishouldmeetupwithbrownsowecantalkabout

thiswholeZukomess..

Ihadgottensomecashfromfiksandiwentstraighttothehospitaltotalktobrown…

.

Unfortunatelybrownwasabitbusywhenigotthere,soiwentandwaitedforhimatthe

CanteeniwaswithDrCowen..

Him:Ihopethiswillbe“ourdate”



Ichuckled..

Me:Youneverforgetdoyou?

Him:Unfortunatelyforyou,idonotforget..

Wegotcoffeeandmuffinsthenwenttositdown…

Him:Itsgoodtoseeyou

Me:Goodtoseeyoutoo

Him:Youlookgood

Ismiled..

Me:Don’ti?

Him:Yeapyoudo..

Me:Caniaskyousomething?

Helookedatme..

Me:Offtherecord?

Him:Offtherecord..

Me:HowdangerousisBipolarifit’snotcontrolled?

Him:Couldbeprettydangerous

Me:Deathdangerous?

Him:Youcouldsaythat..

Me:Ohw..

Him:Whyask?

Me:JustastudythatI’mdoing

Him:Wellicanborrowyoumynotesonmentaldisorders

Me:Thatwouldbegreat..

Wecontinuedhavingourcoffeeinpeace..
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Brownmetupwithmeassoonashewasdonewithhispatient.Wewenttosomerestaurant

nextdoorandgotsomedrinks….onlyigotachefsalad,andiceteawhilehegotanApplejuice..

Me:Nothungry?

Him:iwouldn’tsaythatI’mnothungry..

Me:What’swrong?

Him:Whenyouareanurse,youcomeacrosscertainthingsthatcanmakeitdifficultforyouto

evenprocessfood..

Me:I’msorry..

Him:I’vebeenaNurseforquiteawhilenow,butistillcan’tgetusedtootherthings..

Me:iforoneadmireNurses.Ifitwasn’tforyouguysmanypeoplewouldsuffer..

Hewasbusystarringathisglass..

Him:Yea..

Hethenlookedatme.

Him:Areweheretotalkaboutmyjob?

Me:Notreallyi..

Hisphonerang..Helookedatit.

Him:iHavetotakethis,it’smyfiance..

Heansweredandputitonloudspeaker..

Him:Hibabe

Voice:Hellohoney…

Itwasamalevoice,somysuspicionsaboutBrownbeinggaywereTrue..

Brown:Whatdoyouhaveforme?

Him:ihavefoundalotofinterestingthings..

Brown:iamactuallywithFuni,soyoucantalkandyouonloudspeaker.

Him:idon’tknowifit’ssomethingishouldbetellingyouguysoverthephone…

Brown:Talklove..

Him:Okay.ItturnsoutthatthereasonwhyZukoandhisfatherarenotcommunicatingIsthat,



HismotherhasbeenbrainwashingZukoeversincewhenhewasyoung.Thathisfatherisevil,

hisfathertriedtokillthembyburningtheirhousedown..Shetoldhimquitealotofthingsthat

madeZukohatehisfatherwhenhewasgrowingup..

Brown:Wherethoseaccusationstrue?

Him:No.

Iwaslost,howdoesBrown’sfianceknowaboutZukoandhisfamily..

Me:BrownI’mlost..

Brown:I’llfindyoulater,fornowlisten..

Fiance:Zukoandhissiblingstheyallhavedifferentfathers,andshehaskeptallofthemfrom

havingcommunicationwiththeirfather’sexceptforFikile..

Me:FikilestillhascommunicationwithHerfather?

Fiance:Sortoff.Yousee,BongiisstilllegallyMarriedtoFikile’sFather.Thereasonwhytheynot

livingtogetheristhefactthatheusedtoabuseZuko,andBongiwouldturnablindeyeuntila

socialworkerintervenedandthat’swhenBongisaiditwasbetterifhemovedoutthanher

losingherchild..

Me:WhywouldBonginotwannaloseZukoifsheneverlovedhim?

Fiance:bitsmetoo..

Ilaidbackonmychairwhileexhalingloudly..

Bongiwasmakingmeangry,shewasmakingmeveryveryveryangry…..

Fiance:Lookguysihavetogo..

Hehungedup,therewassilencebetweenmeandBrownforawhile..

Brown:Thatwasquitesomeinformation

Me:Whatisitthatyourfinancedoesagain?

Brown:HisaPI.

Me:Thatexplainsit..

Him:ineedtogetbacktowork,iwillkeepincontactwithyou..

Me:Okay..

Westoodupandhuggedeachother..



Him:Wegettingthereintofindingsomethingthatwecanuseagainsthim..

Iflashedafakesmile.IfonlyBrownknewthatididn’twannagetbackatZukoanymore,allof

thiswasjustcrushingme….

WhenBrownwentbacktowork,idecidedtogotoZukojustsurprisehimwithsomelunch…..

Igottotheofficeandeverythingwashaywire,everyonewasgoingupanddownlikeheadless

chickensitwascrazy..Iwenttothereceptionist.

Me:Canigoup?

Ihavelongpassedthestageof“Makeanappointment”

Shelookedatme..

Her:idon’tknowifyoushouldgoup..

Iputthefoodontopofthecounter,sheleanedcloser..

Her:Zukoisintheboardroomandheishavingafit!Heisyellingateveryone,heisfiring

everyone,hisjustgonecrazy!

Me:Why?Whattickedhimoff?

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

Her:Whatiheardw..

Iheardavoicebehindus..

Voice:Lungistopwiththegossipalready!!

Iturnedaroundwasthisbeautifulblonde..

Her:Yousawhowangrythebossisandyouwannagetusmoreintotrouble?

Shelookedatme,thenlookedatLungi..

Her:Youcouldn’tgossipoverthephoneanymore,sonowyoubringingyourghettofriendshere?

Ilookedathernotbelievingwhatshejustsaid..

Me:Ghetto?

Lungi:Actuallyshe’s..

Her:idon’tcare,justgethereoutofhere!!

Shethenwalkedherskinnytotheelevator..



IlookedatLungi..

Me:What’sherstory?

Lungi:ShegothiredlastweekandalwayswannabeinZuko’sgoodbooks…she’smorelikethe

teacher’spuppet.

SheleanedoveragainandWhispered..

Her:ithinkshecrushesonhim

Me:Isit?

Shenodded..

Her:Butyoudidn’thearitfromme

Itookthefood..

Me:Mylipsaresealed..

Iwalkeduptotheelevator,togotoZuko’soffice…

IgottotheboardroomandLungiwasn’tlyingZukowaslosingit…Istoodatthedoorand

watchedeverything..

Zuko:imightaswelljustworkaloneatMQ,becauseobviouslyihavehiredabunchof

amateurs!!

Theblondiewastheretakingdownnotes..

Her:MrMqelaithinkispeakforallofuswhenisay,canyoupleasegiveusalastchance….

Theotheremployeeswerenoddingtheirheads..

Zuko:Katewhatareyouinthiscompany?

Her:YourPersonalassistantSir..

Zuko:Keepitatbeingmyassistant!

Icouldn’tcontainmyselfigiggled.Ididn’trealisemygigglewasloud,noweveryonewaslooking

atmeandididn’tknowwhattosay..

Zuko:SeeevenmyGirlfriendislaughingatyou..

Hethenstoodup,andlookedatthem..

Him:Youareallfired,iwillrunthiscompanyalone!!

Hethenwalkeduptomeandwewenttohisoffice..



Me:Theyarefired?

Him:#Bonke

Iputthefoodonthetable..

Me:What’swrong?

Hesatdownonhischair..

Him:Nothing.

Ilookedathim.

Him:Someonehasbeendigginginformationaboutme..

Me:Whosethat?

Him:That’swhatineedtofindout!They’vebeendiggingaboutmyfathermymother..

Hehitthetable..

Him:Clearlythatpersondoesn’tknowme!!!

Istoodtherewithmyheartbeatingfast,ihopeBrown’sfiancedoesn’tgetbusted..
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Wewerenowbackatthehouse,wasjustafter17:00.SeeingthemoodthatZukowasin,i

quicklycrushedafewpanadotablets,putthepowderinthatsmallplasticandthenputitwhere

hiscocainewas..

Alliwasprayingfor,wasthathedoesn’tnoticethatIhadreplacedhiscocainewithPanado..

Wewereinthebedroom,hewaschanginghissuittoamorehomerelaxingoutfit,andiwas

sittingonthebed..

Him:Feelliketakeawaystonight?

Me:Yawecandotakeaways.

Him:Whatdidyouhaveinmind?

Me:Notreallysure,maybewecangoout..

Him:That’saplan..



Hemovedclosertothedressingtablewherehiscocainewas…

Me:I’llletfiksknowthen..

Hetouchedhiscocaineandistoodup.Thewalktothedoorwasthelongestwalkofmylife..I

wasthankfulwhenitouchedthedoorhandle.

Him:Funi..

Istoodtherefrozen,iclosedmyeyeswasprayingthathedidn’tcalloutmynamebut

unfortunatelyhedid..Islowlyturnedaroundandlookedathim..Heopenedthatsmallplastic,

dippedhisfingerinitthentastedwhatwasinside…

Him:Caretoexplain?

Ishookmyheadno..Ididn’tknowwhattosay,butmostlyididn’twannapisshimmoreoff..

Him:EyySundiqhelaFuni!

Iwasscarediwon’tlie,iwasveryscared…Iopenedthedoorandtriedrunningaway,but

unfortunatelymylegsandfeetfailedme.Zukogotaholdofmebeforeicouldputmyfooteven

ononestair,andhedraggedmebacktothebedroomwhereHebeatmesenseless.Icried,i

screamed,iapologisedbuteverythingfellondeafears…

Forthat3minutesofhimkickingMerepeatedlyallovermybodywhileIwasonthefloor,was

theworstpartofmylife…..

Whenhewasdonewithme,hetookhiscarkeysandleft…

Ihaddraggedmypainfulbodytositonthebed.Mywholebodywaspainful,Zukoalmostkilled

me..

Asiwassittingthere,itoldmyselfthatiamdonewithZuko.Iamonly22yearsoldandI’mnot

gonnabeoneofthosegirlswhogetsabusedthenuses“butilovehim”cliché,noiamgoingto

leavehimforgoodthistime…

ItookmyphoneandcalledBrowntofetchme,becauseiknowthatBrown’splaceistheonly

placewhereZukowillneverfindme..

Afterlearningaboutwhathappened,Brownwastednotimehepromisedtobehereinlessthan

anhour……….

BrownKepthispromise,hecamewithhisfianceandtheytookmetotheirplace.Theyliveina

smallbeautiful2roomflat.Hisflatwasverycleanandneat.Everythingwasperfectlyplaced

whereitwassupposedtobe..

Iwassittingontopofthekitchencounternexttothesink,withBrownexaminingmybruised

body..



Brown:Wellidon’tthinkthatyouhaveinternalbleeding..

Me:it’sverypainfulthough

Heloweredmytshirtagain,andhisfiancécamewithaglassofwine..

Him:Winejustlikeyouwanted

Me:Thankyou…

Him:Calvin,mynameisCalvin

Me:ThankyouCalvin..

Itookthatglassofwinefromhimandjustgulpeditdownwiththemlookingatme…

Calvin:Uhmihavetogoandcarryoutanassignment..Iwillseeyouguyslater..

HekissedBrownandleft..

Brown:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:Somethingtodrink,exceptforalcoholOfcause

Inoddedmyheadno…

Me:Heknowsthatweonhim..

Helookedatme..

Him:I’mnotfollowing..

Me:Zukoknowsthatwediggingupinformationabouthimandhisfamily..

Brown’seyespoppedout..

Brown:How?Becausewehavetakenprecautions..

Me:Becauseheisthatgood!

Brown:CalvinhasbeenaPIfor3yearsnowandhehasneverbeencaught..

Me:Wellhedoesn’tknowthatit’susbutheknowsthatsomeoneisdiggingsomethingonhim..

Brown:ThismansoundsdangerousFuni..

Me:Heis..

WewenttobedthatnightBrownmadesurethatiwaswarmandallthat.Onlythaticouldn’t



sleepbecauseofmyterribleheadaches.Ifoundmyselfquicklyjumpingoutofbedandgoingto

vomitatthetoilet..Isankdownonthefloor,iwasdizzy,iwasnauseated,andihadaterrible

headache.TheheadachesstartedrightafterwhenZukoattackedMeforthefirsttimebyhitting

merepeatedlywithhisguninmyhead………

Wheniwasdonevomiting,iwentbacktobedbutididn’tsleepiwasbusytossingandturning…

…

Idon’tknowwhenifellasleep,butiopenedmyeyesandrealisedthatitwasanewday.Thesun

wasshinningbrightthroughtheblinds.

Igotup,andsatupstraight.Mybodywasmorepainfultodaythanitwasyesterday..Itookmy

phonefromunderthepillowandihad30missedcallsfromZukoandroundabout20

messages..

Myphonerangasiwasabouttoreadhismessages..

Me:Zuko

Althoughweweremilesawayfromeachother,butistillgetthatfearwhenitalktohim..

Him:Bunju

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:Zukowhatdoyouwant?

Him:Comehomeplease..

Me:Whathome?

Him:Bunjudon’tbelikethat..

Me:YoualmostkilledmeZuko

Him:Iknow,Iknow..Butcomehomesowecantalkaboutthis.

Me:forgetitiamneverevercomingback,idon’twantnothingtodowithyouanymore!!

Him:Stopwithallthisnonsenseandcomehome!!

Hisvoicewasn’tpleadinganymore,itwasfirmandcarriedtomuchauthorityinit..

Me:ByeZuko

Him:Doyouknowwhat’sgonnahappentoyourFather?



Yesiwasworriedaboutmyfather,yesithinkofhimandhisstateeverydaybutI’mtiredofZuko

blackmailingmewiththat..

Me:killhimZuko..

Iknowhewasn’tgonnakillhim,becauseifhedoesthenhewon’thaveanythingtoblackmailme

with..

Him:igiveyou24hourstocomehomeorelseyourFatherisdead!

Hethenhungedup…

Thedaythatthisguydies,itwillbethedaythatI’mgonnacelebrate..
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IwasatDrCowen’ssurgery,ihadconsultedbecauseofmyneverendingheadaches..his

surgerywasjustbeautifulandabitbusy.Youcanjusttellthatnoteveryonecanaffordtocome

here..

Me:ididn’tknowthatyouownasurgery

Him:There’salotthatyoudon’tknowaboutme..

Me:Howdoyoumanageworkingatthehospital,andhavingtobeheretoo?

Him:iprioritise..Iamparttimeatthehospital,imostlyhelpwithsurgeriesespeciallyheart

transplantsurgeriesbecauseiamthinkingofbeingaheartsurgeonsothat’sgoodexposurefor

me..

Me:Yoohyouhavebigdreams..

Him:Medicinehasalwaysbeenafieldthatiwantedtospecialisein..

Heflippedthroughmyfile..

Him:Thepregnancytestcamebacknegative..Atleastweknowthatyounotpregnant.

Me:ThankGodthatIsarelief.

Him:Youdon’twannabeamom?

Me:Itsnotthat..

Helookedatmewaitingforanexplanation.

Me:Itsalongstory.



Him:Youhavemigraines..

Me:Isthatdangerous?

Him:Notexactly…yousaidParacetamoldoesn’twork?

Me:Paracetamol?

Him:SorryPanado.

Me:Nopeitdoesn’twork.

Him:ithinkthatIbuprofenwillworkbetter,it’sagoodanalgesicespeciallywhenitcomesto

Tensionheadaches,Migranes,andInflammation..

Me:YoutheDoctorhey..

Him:I’llgiveyouthat.

HewenttohisShelf…

Me:ThankagainDrCowenforlettingmeconsultwithoutpaying.

Him:Itsalright..

Me:Reallyiwishicouldrepayyou..

Hetookthepillsandlookedatme.

Him:actuallyyoucan.

Me:How?

Him:anofficialdatetonight?

Me:Youdon’tgiveupdoyou?

Him:never..

Hegotmewaterandidrankthepills..

Me:ihavetogo,Browniswaitingforme..

Him:I’llseeyoutonight

Hegavemeapadandpen..

Him:Addresswhereicanpickyouup

Me:iamcurrentlylivingwithBrown.



Him:PerfecttheniknowBrown’splace..I’llpickyouupat19:00

Me:Itsadeal.

Therewasanawkwardmomentwerewejustgazedintoeachother’seyes..Ibroketheeye

contactbecauseitwasgettingveryawkward…

Me:uhmihavetogo..

Him:YesOfcause

Me:Thankyouagain.

Him:I’llseeyoutonight

IsmiledathimandtookthepillsthenwalkedouttomeetBrownatthereception…Brownisa

veryfreesoul,ifoundhimtalkingwiththereceptionistandiwentuptothem..

Me:ithinkwecangonow..

Him:Thankyou,foramomentithoughtthatyouwerenevergonnacomeoutofthere..

Me:Don’tbesilly

Hesaidhisgoodbyestothereceptionistandthenwewenttohiscar..

Him:Sowhatdidhesay?

Me:NothingmuchjustMigranes

Him:interesting..

Hestarteddriving..

Me:althoughiagreedtogooutonadatewithhimtonight…

Brown:Youslut!!

Ichuckled..

Brown:Sodoyoulikehim?

Me:Wellidon’tknow..

Brown:Wellihaveworkedwithhimforawhilenow,andhearitfrommeheisaniceperson..

Me:ithinkheistoo..

Therewasn’tmuchtodoatthattheflatotherthanjustlazingaround..Brownpreparedforhis

nightshift,Calvinwentabouthisownbusiness..



IwassittingattheloungewhenigotaphonecallfromMycousinJozi..

Me:Heylongtime..

Her:HeyFuni

Me:Howareyou?

Her:I’mgood..Thisisnotasocialcall

Me:Okay..

Him:ItsaboutyourFather..

Isatupstraight,mythroatwasdry..

Me:Whatabouthim?

Her:Hisinhospital,andheisinaverycriticalcondition..

Me:Hospital?

Her:Apparentlyhewasdroppedatthehospitalentrancelastnightbytwounidentifiedmen..

SoZukohasfinallyletmyfathergo..

Me:Whichhospital?

Her:iwillSmsyou.Idon’thavemuchdetailsbutthat’salliknow..

Me:Thankyouforinformingme..

Her:Sharp

Shehungedup.Ifeltasenseofrelief,yeshisinacriticalconditionbutZukohasfinallylethim

go..
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Cowenandididgoout.WewenttothisbeautifulItalianrestaurant.Hereallywentalloutto

impressme…

Weweresittingthere,oppositeeachotherhewasabitnervousandsowasibutIguessallfirst

datesarelikethat..

Him:ihopeyoulikeit.

Me:doesn’tlooklikeabadrestaurant.



Thewaitresscametogiveusmenus..

Him:Youlookbeautifulbytheway

Me:Thankyou,andyoudon’tlookbadeither..

Hesmiled.

Iwenttoorderadishthathadchickeninit.Chickenwastheonlythingirecognised..

Him:HowaretheHeadaches?

Me:Notbadanymore,thankstothepillsthatyouhavegivenme.

Him:I’mglad..

Me:idon’tmeantobeforwardbut..

Helookedatme.

Him:But?

Me:Youarewaytoperfecttobesingle..

Hechuckled.

Me:Areyougay?

Him:NoI’mnot..It’shardtokeepawomanwithmylineofwork.Iamalwaysbusy,iamhardly

athomesothat’sthemainreasonwhywomanCannotstaywithMe…

Me:Wellthat’snoreasontoleave,Imeanyounotatotalpsycho..

Helookedatme.

Him:Totalpsycho?

Ilookedathimtoonotrealisingofwhatisaid..

Me:uhmjustalousycomment..Wewentontoeat.

Cowenandihadanicedinnerattherestaurant,wealsohadanicetalk.Ireallyliketheperson

thatheis.Heissweet,heiskind,hehasawarmheartandallthatbutthenZukocamelikethis

tooandlaterifoundoutthathewascrazy…..

Hedrovemestraighthomeafterourcosydatethatwasabitawkwardtoo….

Me:Thankyouireallyhadagreattime

Him:Thankyouforagreeingtogooutwithme..Hopingwecandothisagain.



Me:ihopesotoo.

Him:ifyougivemeyournumberiwillcallyou..

Iwrotemynumberdownforhim.

Him:Thankyou

Me:Bye

Him:Bye

Igotoutofhiscar,andWalkedtotheflat..

TheflatwasemptywhenigotinsideBrownwasatwork,andCalvinwasdoinghisPIwork..

Ididn’tdomuch,ijusthadmyselfcoffee,tookawarmbathtooandthenwenttobed……..

..

Iwokeupthefollowingday,BrownwaspreparingascrumptiousbreakfastandCalvinwas

sittingatthetablewithhislaptop..

Me:Goodmorning

Theygreetedback..

Brown:Sitdown,I’lldishupforyou…

Me:Thankyou.Ithoughtyou’dbesleepingthough,nightshiftisnojoke..

Brown:I’musedtoit..

Asiwassittingtheremyphonerangacrossthetable,andiwenttoanswerit..

Me:Hello

Voice:HeyFuni

Me:uhmwhoisthis?

Voice:It’smeZelda

Me:Ohwhey

Her:iamjustinformingyouthatihavereplacedyousodon’tbothercomingtowork.

Wellifiguredthatout..

Me:iwasn’texpectingyoutogivemeanotherchance.



Her:Thengood..

Shedidn’tSaymuchshehungedup…Browncametomewithaplateoffood.

Me:Thankyou

Him:Enjoy

Iexhaled..

Brown:What’swrong?

Me:ineedajob,Icannotkeeponlivingoffyouguys..

Brown:Reallywedon’tmindhavingyouaround…

Me:iknowbutineedtostandonmyownhey.

Calvin:igetwhatyousaying,butwon’tyourexpursueyou?

Me:Wellhehasn’tcontactedmeoranything

Brown:Youthinkingthathehasletyougo?

Me:I’mthinkingso..

ThefactthatZukohasn’tcontactedMereallyisodd…

Ireallydidn’tdomuchfortherestofthatday….

LateronihadJozicomeandfetchmesowecouldgoandvisitmyfather..

Ireallycouldn’twaittoseehim,imissedhimandiamverygreatfulthatheisstillalive………..

Wegottothehospital,andhisstatewasnotimpressiveatallhehadpipeshelpinghimto

breathandallthat.Ithurtseeinghiminthatstate,hehasbeenthroughalotandnowheis

fightingforhisdearlife..IlookedatJozi

Me:Doyouthinkheisgoingtomakeit?

Jozi:Wellheisverystrongthat’sonethingiknow..

Someoneclearedtheirthroatandwelookedatthedoor.ItwasBongi,ididn’texpectherto

comehere..Shewasholdingflowers.

Bongi:Molweni

Wegreetedherback,andshewalkedin..

Her:iveheardaboutyourFatherandiwantyoutoknowthatyouhaveourfullsupport..



Me:Yourfullsupport?

Her:Yes,ustheMqelafamilyyourinlaws..

Woooow!!
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IwassittingatthereceptiontryingtocalmmyselfdownfromBongi’sunexpectedvisit.We

didn’texchangealotofwords,shesaidwhatevershewantedtosaythenleft..

IwaswaitingforJozi,whowenttoconsultforsomething..

Asiwassittingthere,mindingmyownbusiness,thisbeautifulladycametositnexttome..

Her:ihopethischairisnottaken..

Me:Noit’snot

Shechuckled.

Her:Thenthat’sgood.Imaginesengihlelisothensomeoneshowsupandsaysthat’smyseat..

Ilaughed.

Me:iftherewassomeonesittingherethentheydidn’tleaveanameornumber..

Shelaughed..

Her:iamOlonabytheway

Me:Funi..

Her:Cameheretovisitsomeone?

Me:Yes,myfather..

Her:Okay

Mr:andyou?

Her:icametocheckuponmylittlegirl..

Me:I’msorry..What’swrongwithher?

Her:Aghdon’tfeelbadthatoneisnaughty.Shebrokeherarmontheslideatthepark

yesterday..

Me:ouchthat’spainful!



Her:Thatwillteachher..

Me:idon’tmeantobeforwardbut,icantellthatyouintofashionjudgingbyhowyoutakepride

inhowyoudress..

Ilikeherstyle.Shewaswearingawhitejumpsuit,alongBrownleathercoat,hadabrownbelt

aroundandbrownheels…

Her:Welliamafashiondesignerihavemyownsmallboutique

Me:That’sgreat,ihavealwayswantedtobeafashiondesignermyself..

Her:Whathappened?

Me:Lifehappened,butificouldbeaffordedachancetogostudyFashiondesigniwill..

Her:Youknowwhat,myassistantquitandiamlookingforanassistant..Interested?

Me:Areyouforreal?

Her:ilikeyou,andithinkthiswillbegoodexposureforyousinceyouwannastudyFashion

designsomeday..

Me:idon’tknowwhattosay

Sheopenedherbag,andhandedmeapamphlet..

Her:Theaddressisthere,youcancometomorrowmorning7amsharp..

Iseriouslycouldn’tbelievethis..

Me:ireallydon’tknowwhattosay…

Her:Justsaythankyou

Me:Thankyou,andiwon’tdisappoint.

Her:I’llseeyoutomorrowbutnowihavetogo…

Me:I’llbethere

Shestoodupandleft.Ilookedatthatpamphlet,andthoughttomyselfthatAngelscomein

differentforms…

Jozicamebackafterafewminutes,andwewentouttoeatbeforegoingbacktotheflat..

WewereatKFChavingburgersandSoda.Iamobsessedwiththeirburgers..

Me:SowhatdidtheDoctorsay?

Her:Justgavememeds..



Me:Stillcan’tbelievethatyouconsultedforaheartburn..Peoplewithmoneyneh..

Her:ivomiteverytimethatieat,soit’sserious..

Me:Doyoufeellikevomitingnow?

Her:Afterdrinkingthepillshegavemenoiamfine..

Me:Thenthat’sgood..Soyouwon’tbelievewhathappened?

Her:Yes?

Me:wheniwassittingthereatthereceptionwaitingforyou,thisotherchickcomesandsits

nexttome.She’safashiondesignerbyprofession,shehasaboutiqueandofferedmeajob…

Jozi:Wowthat’snice…

Me:Havetobethereat7am

Jozi:Gowithsomeonethough,toavoidthejobscamthing..

Me:Yaiwill…tellmewhenlastdidyouseeZuko?

Her:beenawhile.Hedoesn’tcometothehouseanymore..TheymeetinclubswithZakes

becauseidon’twanthiminmyhouse..

Me:Itsstrangethathisquiet..

Her:Youshouldbehappythathehaslaidoffonyou..

Me:Yaishould

Afterourmeal,JozidrovemestraighthomeorshouldisaytoBrown’sFlat.Ipromisedtocall

herandcheckuponhersinceshewassick..WeHuggedeachotherandthensheleftandiwent

totheflat…….

BrownwaswatchingTVwhenigotin.

Me:Hey

Him:Heybabe

Ithrewmyselfonthecouch..

Him:HowisyourFather?

Me:Hisnotsoogood,buthisstillhanginginthere…

Him:That’sstillpositive…

Me:Yathere’shope.



Wedidn’tdomuch,laterthatdayihelpedhimcooked.Wecookedanicemeal,andthenialso

talkedtoCowenonthephonebeforeiwenttobed..

Cowenandiwewerebecomingprettyclosenow,heevenagreedtodrivemetotheboutiquein

themorningbecauseihadnoonetodrivemethere…Allthoughmylifeispeaceful,buti

couldn’tstopbeingcuriousaboutZukobeingthissilent….

Thefollowingdayiwokeupandbathe.Iworemyskinnyjeanwithapinkshirtandpinkheels.

Myhairwasgrowingbackbutitwasstillabitshort..Iputonmakeup,bitofjewelleryireally

wantedtomakeagoodimpression….

Cowencametopickmeupat6:30amandthedrivetotheboutiquewasn’tthatlong…

Me:Thankyoufordrivingme

Him:Thankyouforaskingmetodriveyou..Wasn’tsafeforyoutocomealone..

Me:Thankyouagain..

Wegottotheboutique,Coweninsistedtowalkintherewithmehedidn’twantanymistakes….

Theboutiquewassmallbutveryclassy,veryelegant,anditwasinaporchneighbourhood…

Wegotin,andOlonawasputtingclothesinhangersandshelookedgood,shewaswelldressed

uptoo..

OnethinginoticedwasthatshehasanAssforyears,shewaswearingblackleggingssothey

reallytookitout..

Shelookedatmeandsmiled.

Her:Heyyoucame

Me:Toldyouiwon’tdisappoint

Shecametous..

Me:Thankyouagainforgivingmethisjob,isweariwon’tdisappointyou..

Her:iknowyouwon’t

ShelookedatCowen..

Me:ThisismyfriendCowen,andCowenthisisOlona..

TheygreetedeachotherwithahandshakeandCowenkissedmeonmymycheekthenheleft..

Olona:Girlheisfine..

Me:Heisain’the?



Her:Areyouguysdating?

Me:Nowefriends.

Him:Hmmmmifiwasn’tengagediwasgonnagoforhim..

Inoticedtheringonherfingerwithabigstone..

Me:Beautifulring,whendidyougethitched?

Her:3daysago

Me:Sosweet

Shelookedatherring..

Her:Heisperfect,andilovehim..Heissweethelovesmeandmydaughter

Me:ishouldmeetthisMrperfect

Her:Actuallyyouwill,heiscomingbynowlater

Me:Can’twait..

Shewenttoshowmewhatiwassupposedtodo.Sheshowedmehowtosteamclothesof

whichwasveryeasy,shetoldmetothatfornowandshewillteachmeotherthingsaswego

along…

Iwasatthebacksteamingclothes,wheniheardthedooropen.SinceOlonawasatthefronti

didn’tcheckwhoitwas,theniheardheryellinginexcitement…

Olona:Baby!!!

Voice:Bunjulam.

Iswearatthatinstantidroppedthesteamingiron,somebodytellmethatmymindisplaying

gamesonme!Tellmethatit’snotwhoithinkitis..
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Mymindwasn’tdeceivingmeitwasZuko,iknowthatvoicetoowell.

Theywerestillhavingtheirsweetmomentandmymomentwasn’tassweet.Allthose

flashbacksofhowheusedtobeatmecamebackcrowdingmymindthatIfeltlikeiwasabout

tohaveaheartattackrightthere.Myheartwasbeatingwaytoofast,myhandsweresweating.I

feltsometinglingsensationundermyfeetasiflikeihadover50Needlessstingingme..



Ifeltsomehotsensationinmychest,iwasstrugglingtobreathanditdawnedonmethatiam

havingaheartattack..

Islowlymovedbackwardsandsatonthatlittlechair,tookoutmyphoneanddialledCowen’s

number….

Itriedhimalotoftimesbeforeheanswered.

Him:Cowenhere.

Me:ItsMe…

Him:OhwsorryiansweredmyphonewithoutcheckingthecallerID..

Me:I..I..

Him:What’swrongyousoundlikeyouarehyperventilating..

Ihaveneverhadsuchafeelingbeforeinmylife.ItwasafeelingthatIcouldn’texplain,I’msure

evenaheartattackisbetterthanwhatiwasexperiencing…

Me:I’mgoing….Idon’tknowwhat’swrong..

Him:trytocalmdown,areyoustillattheboutique?

Me:Pleasecome..

Thoseweretheonlywordsihadmangedtosaybeforemyphonedroppedonthefloor..

Istoodupandwenttositatsomecorner,ievenfeltlikeiwasgoingcrazy..

Me:Pleasestop..Pleasestop..

Iwasnowcrying,iwasstrugglingtobreatheverythingseemedtobemovingslow..Isatthere

forabout10minbusyrepeatingthosewords“Pleasestop”..”Pleasestop”..

Ithensawthedooropening,andOlonawalkedin..Shewasreallyconcernedwhenshesawme

sittingthere…

Shequicklymadeherwaytome,isawherlipsmoving,isawhertalkingbuticouldn’theara

wordshewassayingitwasalmostasiflikeihadgonedeaf..Iheldontoherarmverytight,i

waslosingmymindandhavingaheartattackatthesametime.Notbeingabletobreathtook

thetrophy,becauseIwasstartingtogetabitdizzyandweakfrombreathingabnormally..

Me:Makehim..Makehim..He..

Shewasstilltalkingbuticouldn’thearwhatshewassayinguntilshestoodupandhelpedmeto

standuptoo..

Mykneeswereweak,everythingappearedwhitenotonlyamitotallygoinginsane,butI’mlosing



myvisiontoo…….

Idon’thow,butiendedupinhercarandshedrovetothehospital..

Iwasstillinthatstate,ididn’tknowwhatwaswrongwithmebutwhateveritis,it’sserious..

…

WegottothehospitalandDoctorsattendedmeimmediately.Itwasfunnybecausewheniset

footInthehospitalBuilding,myheartstartedbeatingnormal.Althoughmybreathingwasstill

abnormal,butitwasbetterthanwhenIwasatthebackroomoftheBoutique………..

Sothereiwassittingonthathospitalbed,withanoxygenonmymouth,andthatBPcuffonmy

arm..Atleastthedoctorsaregonnafindoutwhat’swrongwithme..

ThedoctortookdownallthereadingsfromthatBPmachine…

Olonawaspacingupanddown,shewasreallyworried.

Doctor:Whatreallyhappened?

Olona:ifoundhercuddledupinacorneratthestoreroomofmyboutique.Shelookedreally

scared,wasalmostasiflikesomethingfrightenedherreallybad…

thedoctorlookedatme…

Him:Haveyoueverbeendiagnosedwithasthmabefore?

Iloweredtheoxygen..

Me:No

Him:Pneumonia?

Me:No

Helookedatthatfilethathewaswritingon..

Him:Everythingisnormal,yourbloodpressureisnottoobad.Everythingseemstobefinewith

you..

Olona:Yougottabekiddingme!

Dr:itookthereadings4timesnow!

Olona:Yousawhowshewaswhenibroughtherhere!Shelookedlikeshewasabouttodie

fromaheartattackorsomethingofthatnature.

Olonaseemedveryupset..



Dr:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Olona:Yourjob!

Me:Olonacomedown..

Shetookadeepbreathtocalmherselfdown…

Her:SowhatdoyouexpectustodoDoc?Whatifshegoeshomeandthisthingstarts?

Dr:Wellicankeepherhereovernighttoobserveher..

Olona:Canyougetussomethingwhoactuallyknowswhattheydoing?

Dr:Mamyouneedtocalmdown..

Shecomposedherself..

Her:I’mgoingtogetsomewater.

Shelookedatme.

Her:Wantanything?

Ishookmyheadno,shethenwalkedout.NowIseewhyOlonaIswithZuko,hertemperisa

definitenotheyprobablydeserveeachother…

TheDoctorleftme,andsaidhewillcomebackandthattheoxygenwillhelpopenupmychest…

BeingInthatroomalonemademeveryparanoid,iwasthinkingtomyselfthatwhatifZuko

walksin?Whatifhehurtsmeagain?..

Iwastotallygoinginsane,iwaslosingitforrealandthesadpartwasthatDoctorscouldn’t

diagnoseMe….

IwentbacktomycalmstatewhenOlonawalkedinwithabottleofbonaquapump..

Shesatdownnexttomeandsqueezedmetightwhileexhaling..

Her:Youreallyscaredmebackthere.Ifsomethinghappenedtoyouandyou..Whatwasigonna

saytoyourfamily?

Iloweredtheoxygenagain..

Me:I’msorry..

Her:Whatscaredyousoomuch?Evennowyoustillscaredicansee..

IwishicantellOlonathetruth,wishicantellherabouthowmuchofamonsterherFianceis..

Buticouldseeitinhereyesthatsheloveshimandidon’tthinkshe’sgonnabelieveme..



Me:i..Well..

Shelookedatmewaitingforanexplanation..Imightaswellgivehertheversionofthetruth

thatBongicreated..

Me:seethisscarsonmyheadandforehead?

Her:Yeswhataboutthem?

Me:iwasonceattackedandbadlybeatenwithagun.Thepersonwhoattackedmerepeatedly

bashedmeonmyheadwiththebackofthatgun..

Iwasnowstartingtobeemotional,youcannottalkaboutthisandexpectnottocry..Iclosed

myeyesastearsfell..

Me:icried,iapologisedbuttheevilinhimreallywantedtokillmenoMatterhowmuchiwas

bleedingandreadytopassoutheneverstopped..

Icouldseetearsinhereyestoo..Sheputherhandonherchest.

Her:ididn’tknowsuchhappenedtoyou.Icanrelatetoyourstoryverywell..

TearsfellfromHereyestoo..

Her:My(breakingvoice)

SheclearedherThroat..

Her:Myexhusband.Mybabydaddyhetriedtoburnmeinourhouse..Heputmethroughhell

thateventodaythosenightmaresstillhauntme..

Icouldseethetearsreflectingherpain.Shewasdeeplyscardtoo..

Her:ithankGodforZuko.Heissoogoodtomeandmydaughter.IpraytoGodandthankhim

everydayforbringingZukoinmylifeattherighttime..

Apartofmewantedtotellherthetruth,butapartofmetoldmenottoo..

Shegiggledthroughthosetearstryingtoshameherpainwithagoodemotion..

Her:icannotbelievethatiamcrying..

Shestoodupandwenttogetustissues..

Her:Thatiswhywomenlikeusshouldstandtogether.IthinkGodbroughtustogetherfora

reason.

Me:ithinksotoo..

Her:iwillgiveyoumytherapist’snumberandyoucanMakeanappointment.Hisverygoodhe



helpedmegetthroughthis..

Me:Thankyou

Herphonerang..ShelookedatthecallerIDandsmiled..

Her:ItsZuko,sorryihavetotakethis..

Sheanswered

Her:Babyiamsoogladthatyoucalled..

ShegotallemotionalagainthenstoodupandWalkedaway..

OhhhGodwhatdoidonow?
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Wehadgonebacktotheboutiquesincethedoctorscouldn’tfindwhatwaswrongwithme..

IwashappytofindCowenwaitingforusthereandhelookedveryworried..

Cowen:Areyouokay?

Me:ifeelabitbetter

Cowen:Whatreallyhappened?

Olona:Shejusthadameltdown

Cowen:meltdown?

Me:I’llexplaintoyoulater

ThedooropenedaswewerestandingthereandZukowalkedit….myfearcamerushinginagain,

myheartwasdoingbeatsofitsowniwasfeelingthesamewayihadfeltatthestoreroom..I

watchedhimashewalkedin,everythingjuststartedmovingslowmyinsanityfeelingcame

backtoo.Cowenheldmyhandandijumpedalittle..

Him:Itsjustme..

Ididn’tsayanythingijustlaidmyheadonhischestandhewrappedhisarmsaroundme..Zuko

walkeduptoOlonaandhuggedher..

Olona:didn’tthinkyouweregonnacomenow

Him:I’lldropeverythingforyou,sowhereisshe?



Olonapointedatme..

Olona:iwasveryscaredwhenifoundherinthatstateatthestoreroom..

Zukoturnedandlookedatme,oureyesmetandlocked.Icouldn’ttellwhathewasthinking

becausehisfacedidn’thaveanyexpressionhelookedatmeandscaredmemorethatiheld

tightlytoCowen…

Zuko:Thisisyourassistant?

Olona:Yes,hernameisFuniandFunithisismylovingFianceZuko..

Zukolookedatmeforawhilebeforesayingsomething..

Zuko:NiceMeetingyouFuni

Sohegonnaactlikehedoesn’tknowme…HethenlookedatCowen.

Zuko:Youlookfamiliar

Cowen:Youlookfamiliartoo.

Zuko:ZukoMqela

Cowen:DrCowen..YoutheCEOofMQamiright?

Zuko:Youveryright..AndyoucomehighlyrecommendDoc..

Cowen:I’mjustgoodatwhatido..

Zukolookedatme,thenlookedatCowen..

Zuko:Sonowyoufuckingmy…

Heclearedhisthroat..

Zuko:Meantareyoutwoacouple?

Cowen:asamatteroffactweareacouple,sheismyQueen..

WhatisCowenplayingat???

IcouldseethatstatementmadeZukouncomfortable..

Zuko:Cherishhershe’saveryrarepreciousstone..

Cowen:Youdon’thavetoremindme…

Olona:Theyjustlooksobeautifulandperfectforeachother

Zukofakedasmile…



Zuko:Yestheydo

Cowen:Areyoureadytogosweetheart?

Me:Yes,please.

Cowen:Thankyouagainfortakinghertothehospital

Olona:Itsmypleasure,I’mjustgladthatshe’sokay..

Cowen:Youguyshaveagoodday

Olona:Bye…I’llcallyouFuni

Me:Noproblem..

Westartedwalkingaway..

Zuko:Wait..

Westopped,thenturnedaroundandlookedathim.

Zuko:Howaboutwegooutonadoubledatetomorrownight?

Olona:thatsoundslikeaplan

Zukolookedatus..

Zuko:Sowhatdoyoulovebirdssay?

Cowenlookedatme..

Cowen:Whatdoyousaybabe?

Ishruggedmyshoulders

Zuko:ComeonFuni,it’llbenice..

Olona:anditwillbeagreatstartforus..

Me:Uhmidon’tknowifCowenwillbebusy

AllattentionwasonCowennow…

Cowen:iamonleave,soiwillbefree…

Zuko:Greatwe’llmeeteachotheratthatFrenchrestaurantdowntheroadhowdoes19:00

sound?

Cowen:19:00soundscool



Olona:Great,we’llmeeteachotherthere..

WebidthemfarewellandWalkedouttoCowen’scar..Hestarteddrivingbutthenpulledover

afterawhileandlookedatme..

Ididn’tsayanythingijustlookeddown..

Cowen:Areyouscaredofhim?

Inoddedmyheadyes..

Cowen:Whatdidhedotoyouthatmadeyoutobethisscaredofhimandothermenasawhole?

Mytearswereverynear,butitriedmybesttoholdthemback..

Him:Soican’tgetashotwithyoubecauseofhismistakes.Isthishowyougonnabefuni?

Punishingeverymanthatcomesyourwaybecauseofyourex’ssins?

Me:I’mjustscaredCowen

Him:iamnothim..

Hesighed..

Him:Stopgivinghimpoweroveryourlife,stoplettinghimcontrolyou..Thefearthathesmells

fromyouiswhatmakeshimGodoveryourlife..Youneedtofighthim…

Me:icannotfightZuko,hisjusttoo..

Him:Imnotsayinginthatway.Fightbackbyshowinghimthatyoucanliveyourlifedespite

whathedidtoyou..

Someofwhathissayingisright..

Heputhishandonmychinandmademetofacehim..

Him:iloveyouandiamnotgoingtosufferbecauseofwhathedidtoyou…

Heleanedcloserandkissed..

Him:allowmetochangetheperceptionthatyouhaveaboutmen,allowmetoshowyouthat

noteverymanthatcomestoyourlifeismeanttohurtyou.Somemencometorestorewhat

wasstolenorbroken..

Iwasnowintears..

Him:Justallowmetoloveyouplease

Me:Zukoisgonnakillyou..



Hechuckled..

Him:Nohewon’t…

Me:hewill

Him:Hedoesn’tknowwhoiam,andwhenhefinallyfindsoutwhoiamhewillpeeinhispants..

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Hestarteddriving.

Me:Cowenwhatdoyoumeanbythat?

Cowen:ithinkyoushouldlivewithmenow,icanprotectyoubetterwhenyouclosetome..

Cowenisscaringmeabit,whoishe?Isheevenadoctor?
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WegottoCowen’spenthouseanditwassomethingihaveneverseenbefore.Ihavebeento

beautifulhouses,ieventhoughtthatJoziandZukohadthemostbeautifulhousesuntilisaw

Cowen’spenthouse..Ilovedeverythingfromthefurnituretothepaintingsonthewall..Whati

hadnoticedwasthathisfavouritecolourswereBlack&whitebecauseeverythingwasblackand

white.EventhecasualclotheshewearsalwaysBlack&white…

Islowlyturnedaroundwhileadmiringeverything..

Me:Wow…

Him:Youlikeit?

Igiggled..

Me:Areyoukiddingme?Ofcauseilikeitihaveneverseensuchperfection..

Hecameandplantedawetkissonmyneck..

Him:Youshouldlikeitbecausethisisgonnabeyourhomefromnowon..

Iturnedaroundandfacedhim.Hegotmyhandsandkissedthem..

Him:iwantyoutofeelathome..

Helookedatmybodywhilebitinghislowerlip..

Him:evenifyoufeellikewalkingaroundnakedyoucandothat,thisisyourhome..



Me:YouaresoonaughtyMrCowen

Him:PleaseaddressmeasSean..I’mSeanCowen.

Me:MaybeijustlikeCowenmore

HepulledMeclosertohimandkissedmewhilegrabbingmyAss.Idon’twannalie,Cowen

knewhowtoplayhischarmingandkissinggame..Ifeltmyselfbeinglostinthatkiss..Hespoke

inbetweenthatkisswhileourlipswerestilllockedtoeachother..

Him:idon’twannaforceyouintoanything,iwantyoutobecomfortable..

Hesaidthatwhiletakingoffmytshirt…IwasstillintoxicatedbyhiskissnotevenZukohasever

kissedmelikethat..

Me:Younotforcingmeintoanything..

Hegentlysqueezedmywaist.

Him:Areyousure?

Inoddedmyheadwhilekissinghim..Hewentontoplantwetkissesonmycleavage.Mybig

cleavagewasnowexposedsincemyshirtwasremoved..

Him:Tellmehowdidhenotappreciatesuchbeauty?

Hepushedmeagainstthewallandraisedmyhandsupwhiletightlypinningthemagainstthe

wall..Hestartedtalkingdirtynexttomyear..

Him:Doyouknowhowmuchiwannabeinsideofyourightnow?Rideyouuntilyoubegforme

tostop?

Me:wouldthatbeabadthing?

Hekissedmethenbrokethekissafterafewseconds..

Him:Yes..

Heletgoofmeandpickedupmytshirtfromthefloorandhandedittome..

Him:Thinkyoudroppedyourtshirt

Ilookedathim,isthisguycrazyorwhatMara?Itookmytshirtwithoutsayinganything..

Him:Areyougoodwithlasagne?

Me:Whatever

Yesiwasmad,youdon’tjustdothattoagirlandleaveherallhighandlow…



Him:iwasraisedbymyGrandmothersoiknowmywayaroundthekitchen..

Me:WhateverCowen!

Hepickedmeupandplacedmenexttothekitchensinkwithhishandsonthesidesofmy

thighs..

Me:Whatnow?

Him:Therewillbealotoftimeforfuckingbutnowiwannashowyoumylove,iwantyoutotrust

me.Iwantyoutolovemewithoutsexbeinginvolvedinourrelationshipsoyoucanknowthati

wantyourheartandnotyourbody..

Me:Areyouthishonestoryoujustfrontingimean…

Him:Youmean?

Me:Nothing..

Itriedgettingdownbuthehadatightgriponme..

Me:Cowen..

Him:Iaskedyouaquestionwhatdoyoumean?

Ilookeddown..

Him:iwillneverhurtyou,andmostimportantlyiwillneverraisemyhandonyou..Yesthere’s

timeswhenyougonnamakemeangrytothatpointwhereiwouldwannastrangleyouandsnap

yournecktillyoudiethenBuryyouatasecretlocationwhereimgonnagrowtomatoesonyour

graveandnooneisgonnafindyou..

Ilaughedatthatandhelaughedtoo..

Me:Wouldyoureallydothat?

Him:Naajustwantedtomakeyoulaugh

Me:Wouldyoueatthetomatoesthough?

Him:dayandnight..

Me:Yousooheartless

Hetickledme..

Him:Saythatagain..

Iwaslaughinghysterically.



Me:OkaystopI’msorry..

Hestopped..

Him:That’swhatIwannasee,morelaughingandlessstressingorcrying…

Ilookedathim.

Me:Areyouseriousaboutme?Orthisisjustaphase?TodayyoutreatingmelikeaQueenthen

tomorrowyoubashingMewiththebackofyourgunonmyhead?

Icouldseethatcommenthithome,althoughhetriedsoomuchtoconsumehisAngerbuthis

heavybreathinggavehimaway..Hetouchedthescaronmyforehead.

Him:Hedidthattoyou?

Inodded….

Him:Okaygofreshenupdon’tbescaredtowearoneofmyTshirtsiwilldothelasagneforus..

Wowiexpectedhimtosympathisewithme..Iwantedhimtomakemefeelbetterbycussingon

Zukoandmakinghimabadpersonbutnoneofthat..

Him:Heardthatboobear?

Thatbroughtmetoreality…

Me:Uhmyeah..

Hehelpedmegetdown,andkissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:Youwillfindyourwayupstairstothebathroom..

Me:ithinkso..

Him:Andifyougetapanicattackjustletitbe,itwon’tkillyou..

Me:Panicattack?

Him:Fromhowyouwerebreathingonthephoneitgaveyouawaythatyouwereexperiencinga

panicattack..

Me:Nowonderwhydoctorscouldn’tfindwhatwaswrongwithme..

Him:GobathI’lltellyouaboutitlater..

Islowlywalkedtothestairs,butthenstoppedandlookedathim.Myfearscameback,the

“Panicattack”cameback.Helookedatmeandshookhishead..

Me:Cowen..



Him:Noboobooyouneedtoknowthatsometimesyougottafacedifficultsituationsaloneiwill

notalwaysbetheretoholdyourhand..

Mytearswerenear,ifeltlikeiwasgoingcrazy..IfeltlikeZuko’spresencewasinthishouse.

Me:Cowenithinkheishere

Hefoldedhisarmsandlookedatme..

Me:I’mgoingtodieCowen..

Hesaidnothingjustlookedatme..

Me:Cowen..

Him:Gobathiwillprepareusthelasagne

Ilookedatthestairsiwasscaredtogoup,iwasscaredtobeinthatbathroomalone.Iwas

scaredofbeingconsumedbythatfearofZukowantingtokillme..

Me:CowenI’mscared…

Hetookthepanoutandstartedwhistling..

Me:Cowenplease..

Him:Imcookingbubudon’tdisturbme..Ilikeconcentrating

Heopenedthefridge..

IlookedathimandthoughttomyselfthatCowenismoreheartlessthanZuko..Howcanhenot

protectmewhenI’mscared?
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Ididfinallygetthecouragetogoupstairsandbath.Itwasn’tagoodsituationforonetobein,

becauseeverytimewheniclosemyeyestosplashwateronmyfacememoriesofZukowould

keeponflashing…

Beingaloneinthatbathroomwasscaryconstantlyhavingtolookatthedoorhopingthathe

doesn’twalkin,andkillme..

Ipromiseyou,livingalifelikethishavingtobescaredandalwayslookoveryourshoulderIs

devastating……..

WheniwasdonebathingiwenttoCowen’sbedroomandstartedgoingthroughhisstafftrying

tofindatshirtandaboxer..WhatcaughtmyattentionwheniWalkedintohishouse,wasthat

hiswholewallatthedinningareawasfilledwithPaintingsofskulls.Nowiamgoingthroughhis



clothesandmostofthemhaveaskullandallofthemareeitherblackorwhite…

HimbeinganEMOstruckmymind,butthenCowenlooksabitmatureforsuchthings..notonly

didhisclotheshaveaprintofaskullonthembuthisduvetwasblackandhadwhiteskulls

whichreallyraisedupalotofquestions….

Iputontheboxerandhistshirt,thenhungmyclothesonthechairandiwenttomeethimupfor

dinnerdownstairs…..

Whileiwaswalkingdownthestairsiheardhimspeakingtosomeoneonthephonewasonloud

speaker..

Voice:SoyoutellingmethatMQ(Zuko)isnowapersonofinterest?

Cowen:That’swhatI’mtellingyou

Voice:thatguylooksharmless

Cowen:Hisabitdangerous,orsohethinksheis..

Voice:idon’tthinktheSkullsaregonnaapprovethis,imeanwehavealwayswentafterserious

andreallydangerouspeople.MQdoesn’tfitinthecategory..

Cowen:Areyougonnadoasisayorwhat?

Voice:It’sgonnabehardbutI’lltry..Anywaywhatdidhedotoyouthatyouwantustowalk

ontopofhim?

Him:Let’sjustsayhe..

HeturnedaroundandsawmeStandingthere..

Him:Shabbaihavetogo.

Shabba:Butistillneed..

Him:I’llcallyoudon’tworry

Shabba:Aytcoolman

Hehungupandlookedatme..

Him:Lookatyou,youdidn’tdienowdidyou?

Iwalkeddownthestairsandwenttohim..

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Him:Justmybusiness



Me:Whatbusinessisthat?

Him:Itsknownas“noneofyourbusiness”

Irolledmyeyes..

Him:Shallwe?

Hepointedatthesmalltableandtherewerepillowsonthefloornexttothetable.Thelasagne

wastherewithplatesandwine,lookedabitcosyandnice..

Me:Thislooksnice

Him:itbettertastenicetoo,iputmyfootinit..

Wewentandsatdown..

Him:Maybewecangogetyouafewclothestomorrow..

Hedishedupforme..

Me:Thatwouldbegreat.

Healsopouredwineintheglassesforus..Iwentandtastedthelasagne.

Me:Thisisgood

Him:MyGrandmother’srecipe

Me:Lemeguess,it’sasecretrecipe?

Him:Youtookthewordsrightoutofmymouth..

Me:Tastesreallygoodthough…

Him:Thankyou..Andwhatelsedoyouwannadotomorrow?

Me:iwannagoandvisitmyfatheratthehospital..

Him:ishesick?

Me:Somethinglikethat..

Him:EitherhissickorheIsnotsick,there’sno“Somethinglikethat”

Me:Heissick..Happynow?

Him:Imecstatic..

Me:Areyoualwaysthiscocky?



Him:Thisismejustbeingme..

Me:Okay..Caniasksomething?

Him:Youcanaskanything

Me:Doyouthinkyourfamilyisgonnalikeme?

Him:Whyyouaskthat?

Me:imeanZuko’sfamilythey…

Him:They?

Me:Justdidn’tlikeme.

Him:Whydidn’thedrophisfamilyandbecomeandorphan?

Me:Soifyourfamilydon’tlikemeyougonnadropthemandbecomeanorphan..

Him:Yes.Iamnotgonnamarrymyfamilyandhavekidswiththemami?

Ilaughed..

Me:Youjustcrazyain’tyou?

Him:itrynottobe..

Wecontinuedeatingourdinnerwhichwasverydelicious,andthenwhenweweredoneeating

weputtheleftoverseasinthefridgeandwashedthedishes…Afterwashingthedishes,we

wentupstairs.

Him:Imjustgonnatakeaquickshower

Iwassittingontopofthebed..

Me:Okay

Hetookoffhistshirtandhehadanicebodybutwhatreallycaughtmyattentionwasthisbig

tattooofaskullonhisback..

Iwannaaskhimaboutthatbut,thenmaybehedoesn’twantmeknowingaboutit.SoI’mjust

gonnawaitonhimtosaysomething..

HewenttotakeashowerwhileioccupiedmyselfwiththeTVsoIdon’tgetparanoidand

scared….

hecamebackafterawhileanddressedup,didn’tevencarethatiwasintheroom,didn’teven

looklikehewasembarrassedformetoseehimnaked..



Whenhewasdone,hecametojoinmeinbed..

Me:Yousmellnice

Him:complimentstomyshowergel

Hecamecloserandtriedtokissmebutmyphonerang..

Him:ignoreit

Westartedkissingwithhishandtightlysqueezingmythighs.Asmuchasitriedtoignoremy

phone,butitjustdidn’tstopringing…

Me:Couldbeimportant

Him:You’llcallthemlater

Me:ihavetotakeit..

Him:Fine

IStretchedoutmyhandandgotit,surprisinglyitwasmygrandmother…Ianswered.

Me:Hello

Shewascrying..

Me:What’swronggrams?

Her:Ukhohlakelefuni!(youareevil)

Thatstatementtookmebysurprise..

Me:huh?

Her:Mysonisdeadbecauseofyou!!

Me:What?UPapaushonile?(myfatherhaspassedon)

Her:Youshouldbecelebratingwithyourwhiteboyfriendthatyoulivewithnow…

Howandwheredidshegetthatinfo?

Me:idon’tknowwhatyoutalkingabout..

Her:TheMqelafamilytolduswhathappened,theytolduseverything.Theywantedtomarryyou

andputyouthrewschoolbutwenangobaugcweleubufebeyouranawaywithyourwhite

boyfriend.YourFathersufferedaheartattackaftersuchdisappointmentfromyouanddied,he

couldn’thandletheshamethatyoubroughtintothefamily.youkilledhim!!

Idroppedmyphone,icouldn’tlistentothosehurtfulwordsanymoreiwasShaking,iwascrying,



thepanicattackcamebackfullforcewhichwastriggeredbyMestillhearinghercussing….

Cowen:What’swrong?

Iwasrockingmyselfbackandforthwithmyhandscoveringmyears..

Hepickedupmyphone…

Cowen:Whoisthis?

Idon’tknowwhatmyGrandmasaidtohimbuthehungedup..

IwastrulybrokenthatmyGrandmawouldbelievetheMqelaslikethat..
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NothingcouldamounttothepainthatiwasfeelingDeepinside.Iwasbreathingbutinsideiwas

dead.Thefactthatiwasforbiddentoattendmyfather’sfuneralkilledmemore,especially

becausemyGrandmaandtheMqelafamilyhavepoisonedmyotherrelativesagainstmethati

amthereasonbehindmyfather’ssuddendeath.Onlyme,myfather,andZukowillknowthe

truth..Myfatherdiedbecausehisheartcouldn’tkeepupwiththeparasitethatZukoandhis

goonsputinhisheart..

Irefusedtoeat,irefusedtosleep,oreventalk.Iwasnumb,iwasemotionlessifeltnothingit

wasalmostasiflikeiwasn’tlivinganymore..Mymotherdiedwheniwasyoung,nowmyfather

isdeadtooiampracticallyalonenow..

YesCowenisalwaysthereformebutwhatifhebecomeslikeZukoandturnsonme…….

Itwasaquietdayandiwassittingonthecouch,juststarringatthesmallcoffeetablethatis

whatihavedoingforthepast30minutes..

Cowencametomewithatrayoffood,hesatonthecoffeetablefacingme..

Him:imadeyousomethingtoeat

Ididn’tsayanythingicontinuedstarringatwhatiwasstarringat..

Heexhaled..

Him:I’lljustputthefoodhereincaseyoufeellikeeating…

Istillkeptquiet.HestoodupandputthefoodonthetableandWalkedawaywhilesinging..

Him:“Loveyourz,there’snosuchthingasalifethat’sbetterthanyourz..nosuchthingasalife

that’sbetterthanyourz”

Thosewordshithome.HowcanCowensaythat?Istoodup..



Me:Youselfish!!

Hestoppedandlookedatme..

Me:Howcanyousaythat?There’speoplewhowerebornwithasilverspoonintheirmouth..

There’speoplewholiveniceliveswhodon’tcometoexperiencewhatihaveexperiencedand

thenyougonnaboldlysingthatthere’snolifethat’sbetterthanmine?

Him:Andistillstandbymywords..

Ifelttearscoming….

Me:YouknoweventhoughZukoisajerkbutheneverdancedontopofmypainlikeyoudoing..

Him:WhereisyourZuko?

Hestartedlookingsideways

Him:Yaiain’tseetheniggahere..

Me:ItsoverCowenyouhearme?I’mdone!

Istartedapproachingthedoorandhequicklycameandblockedmyway..

Him:Younotgoingnowhere

Me:Getoutofmyway!!!

Hesaidnothingbutcontinuedslightlypushingmeoffasitriedtoreachforthedoor..

Me:ihatemenCowen!!IhateZukoandihateyoutoo!!

Hesaidnothingjustlookedatme..

Iwasnowcrying..

Me:Yeahihateyou!!Isaiditihateyou..

Ifeltlikegivinghimapieceofmymind,andthat’swhatidid..

Me:Hetooktheonlythingthatmatteredtome…Ihavenolifewithoutmyfather,howami

gonnalivealone?Whatamigonnado?..Myfatherhasalwayslovedmeandshelteredmeand

what’smoresadisthatmyfamilyblamemeforhisdeath,theyhatemeCowentheyalways

wantedmeoutofthepicture..

Nomatterhowmuchhewastryingtoletmypainandbrokenstatenottoaffecthimbuticould

seethatDeepdownthiswashurtinghimtoo..

Me:imightaswellkillmyselftoo,whyamistillhere??



Ishruggedmyshoulders.

Me:idon’tknowwhyI’mstillhere..

Iwipedmytears..

Me:CowencanyoupleasekillZukoforme?Canyoupleasekillhimforallthepainhehas

causedme?

Heshookhisheadno.

Him:iwannakillhimsoobad,believemeidobutthatwouldbeeasy..Iwanthimtofeelthe

samepainthathehasputyouthrough..

Ilookedathimwithmyeyesfulloftears..

Him:Theonlywaytobreakhimisforyoutogetbackupandliveyourlife..Whatyoudoingnow

willmakehimhappy,hewilldelightinseeingyoubreakingdownbecausethat’swhathewants

tosee,youslowingdying..Boobeartheonlywayyougonnadefeatthisguyistoneverallow

himtobreakyoulikethis..

IcannotbelieveCowenrightnow,idon’twannahearwhathistellingmenowbutiwannalivein

aworldfreeofZukoandhegonnatellmethisshit??IwanthimtokillZukoandhegonnagive

methe3rddegree…

Me:Soyounotgonnakillhim?

Him:Noiamnot..

IwashurtthatCowendoesn’twannaunderstandmeorwhatI’mgoingthroughrightnow..

Me:Wow

Iwalkedawayupstairs,iwashurtiwasbroken..Igottothebedroomandthrewmyselfonthe

bedandstartedcryinglikethere’snottomorrow…..

.

Aftercryingforwhatseemedtobelikeforever,igotoutofbedandwenttogetsometissueto

wipemytears..Iopenedhisdrawertryingtofindmoretissuesandthat’swhenibumpedintoa

stackofcashand4carkeys..Itookthestackofcashanditlookedlikealotofmoney..

Itookitandtookthedodgecalibercarkeys…

IwentandwashedmyfacethenafteriWalkeddownstairs….

Brownhadcametodropmyclothesearlier,iwaswearingaboobtubetshirtwithdenimshort

andmyAddidassilverSneakers..

IgotdownstairsattheloungeandtherewasnosignofCowen….



Iwentstraighttotheelevatorandwentdownstairs.Igottotheparkinglotandsawallhiscars

there,iwenttothedodgegotinandstarteddriving…

Iamnotmuchofagooddriverbutiain’tabaddrivereither..

Icruizedaroundwithhisdodgeuntilimadeastopatsomebar,thatiswhatiexactlyneeded

somethingtodrink.Saywhateveryouwannasaybutialwaysfindalcoholasmycomforterand

abetterwaytoeasemypain..

Igotoutofthedodgeandmademywaytothebar…

IgotinthereandItwasmostlymenwhichwasawkwardbutidon’tblamethembecausethe

waitressesservealcoholintheirbrasandbumshortsonly..

Imademywaytothecounterandsomeofthementherewerestarringatmythickthighsasif

likeI’msomecheaptrash..

Igotatthecounterandsatonbarstool..Thebarwomancametome..

Her:Goodafternooncanigetyousomething?

Ilookedaroundandhavingthosemenstarringatmelikethatwasveryuncomfortable…Itook

outthestackofcashandhandedittoher..

Me:Keepthosedrinkscoming..

Shelookedatthatcashwithhereyeswideopenandherjawdropping…..

Her:That’salotofmoney..

Me:That’swhyisaykeepthedrinkscoming..

Shetookthecashandkeptthedrinkscoming..

Iwasnowgettingdrunkandfeelingverycomfortable…iwasontopofthatcounterdancingwith

allthosemenadmiringmeandmybody..Iwasdancingto“Work_Rihanna”

Ireallyfeltimportant,fromalltheattentioniwasgettingfromthosemen,thatwassomething

thatmademefeelimportant,iteasedmypain..Ilookedatthebarwoman.

Me:Giveeveryonedrinksonme

Her:Mamgetdownyoudrunk!

Me:I’mnotdrunk,youdrunk!!Nowgiveallthismendrinks!!

Theycheeredme..

Her:Mam!



Me:Oopsididn’thearthat..

Her:Getdown!

Me:Sorrybutican’thearyou..

Oneofthemencameandgotmeoffthecounterandputmedown…

Him:Whydon’tyoucomeandplaypoolwithmeandmyhomeboys?

Hesaidthatwhilerunninghishandonmythighs..

Barwoman:Treypleasedon’tstarttroublenottonight..

Hegaveheradeathstare..

Trey:ifyouknowwhat’sgoodforyouwillstayoutofmybusiness!

Thebarwomansaidnomore.FromhowPeopleInthebarwerescaredofTreyicouldtellthat

hehascausedalotoftroublehere,heisarespectedandfearedbadboyhere..Hisfriendswere

harassingthewaitressesandhewasalluponme..Hesqueezedmycheekswhichwasvery

painful..

Him:Sowhatdoyousay?

Me:soundstempting

Him:ivebeenwatchingyoualldayandimustsayireallywannaknowyou

Me:iwannaknowyoutoo

Heloosenedhisgripandkissedmeididn’thesitatetokisshimback..Afterawhilewebrokethe

kiss..

Him:Whatisabeautifulladydoinghere?

Me:Welljusttryingtohavefun..

Hewasverycuteicouldn’tstopkissinghim..

Him:Yourboyfriendletyougooutonyourown?

Me:WellmyboyfriendCowenisapussy..

Him:Cowen?

Igiggled

Me:YesDrCowen,SeanCowen..

Hesteppedawayfromme..



Him:YoudatingBraga?

Me:WhoisBraga?

Hewhistledandhisfriendsgavehimattention..

Him:boyslet’sgetoutofhere..

Me:Waitwhereyougoing?

Him:stayawayfromme..

Hestartedwalkingaway,igrabbedhisarmandhepushedmehardthatifellontopofsome

tableiwon’tliethathurt..

Me:Ouch!!

ItriedgettingupbutitwashardsinceIwasdrunk..Theniheardafamiliarvoicetalking…

Voice:Nexttimebecarefulwhoyoupush!

Ilookedatthedirectionofthevoiceandicouldn’tbelievewhatisaw…wasCowenhewaswith

whatseemedtobeasquad..

Theywerewearingblackdenimskinnyjeans,whiteshirts,blackkneebootsandcapsthathad

skulls..Hissquadwascomposedofbothmenandwomentheywerealsocarryingexes…

Treystartedsteppingback..

Him:Braga!!..I..Sw..

HelookedsoveryscaredofCowen,iswearibecamesoberthesametime..
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Ithoughtthatiwasgonnaseethoseaxesflyingaroundandpeoplebeingslayedandcutinto

pieces.Ithoughtiwasgonnaseeahorrormovielive,someSaworWrongTurn.Iwon’tlieiwas

veryscaredandsowerethepeopleinattheBar.Cowenandhissquad,lookedlikethosekindof

peopleonewouldn’tdaretomesswiththem..

HewalkeduptoTrey,myheartwasdownonmykneesatthatmoment,iwasscaredformyself

andTreyonlyfatewouldknowwhatCowenwoulddotoTrey…

Hehadsomeonefromhissquad,comeandtaketheAxefromhim..

Thatwasagoodsign,showedthathisnotgonnauseitonTreywholookedveryscared…



Trey:i..I..SwearBragaididn’tknowshewasyours..

Cowenlookedathimforawhile,notsmiling,notlaughing,notshowinganyemotionwhatsoever.

Cowen:Youjustpissedonyourself..

Thatwasadownrightembarrassment.Thebaddestbullyinthebarbeingscaredtoapoint

whereheevenpissedonhimself…

Thatsurelyisgonnamakeeveryoneloserespectforhim.Cowenlookedatme,iwasbusytrying

topulldownmyshortswhichidon’tknowwhyiwasdoingthatbecausetheywon’tmiraculously

belong…Hesignalledtomethatwemustgo,ididn’tprotest..

Whatididn’tunderstandwashowhefoundmebecauseIdidn’tleaveanoteorreceiveanycall

fromhim……….

Wegotoutsideandtheyallbideachotherfarewellandwenttotheirrespectivecars.Theywere

drivingBlackSUVswiththeskulllogoatthesidesoftheSUVs…..

itwasnowjustonlymeandhimstandingtherehissquadhadleft.Icouldn’tlookhimintheeye,

iwasscaredandveryashamedofwhatidid..

HestretchedouthishandtoMe..

Him:Let’sgohome.

IStretchedoutmyhandtohimtooandwewenttohisSUV….

Nowordswereexchangedinthecar,iwouldonlysteallooksathimwhenheisnotlookingat

mebutassoonashelooksinmydirectioniwouldlookaway…

IrealisedrighttherethatCowenmightnotbewhoithinkheis..

Wegothomeandwentupstairstothebedroom.Isatdownonthebedwhilehepacedupand

downlikeaparentthinkingofhowtopunishtheir16yearolddaughterwhosnuckoutofthe

housetogopartyinganddrinking….

Hestoppedpacingandlookedatme,hislookpiercedthroughmyskinanditwasmakingme

veryuncomfortableandmorescared…

Him:Mycarkeysplease..

Istoodupandgotthemoutofmypocketandhandedthemtohim.Helookedatmyhandthat

wasShakingvigorouslybeforetakingthekeys…

Him:Nexttimeyouwannastealoneofmycarsjustknowthattheyhaveatracker,iwillfindyou

nomatterwhereyoutravelwiththem.

Ididn’tsayanythingisatdownonthebedagainwhilelookingdown…



Him:ifyouwereinmysituationwhatwouldyoudo?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Him:GobathI’llmakeyousomecoffee..

Istoodupandstartedwalkingtothebathroombutheblockedmyway,icouldsensethathe

wasstarringatmybody..

Him:Imgonnagiveyousomethingthatyouwenttothatbarfor,I’mgonnagiveityousoomuch

thateventomorrowyoudon’tgoaroundmarketingthatsexybodyofyoursinplacesthatyou

shouldn’tbeat..

Hecamecloserandpulledmeclosertohim..

Heliftedmychinupandstartedkissingme.Atfirstiwasabittenseandallthatbutthat

smoothkissendeduprelaxingme..

Hewentontoundressingme,whileIhelpedhimundresstoountilhewasleftwithhisboxers

andiwasonlyleftwithmybraandunderwear…

Hewasstarringatmybodyagainbusyadmiringit..

Him:DoyouthinkthatTreywasgonnauseprotection?

Wowwhataquestion..

Me:idon’tknow..

Him:idon’tthinkso

Hecontinuedkissingmeandhishandmadeitswayinsidemyunderwear..Heslippedone

fingerinsidemewhichwasabitpainfuligasped..Hewenttoinsertanotherfingernowthatwas

painful.

Me:AhhCowen!

Him:ifyouthinkthatispainful,waituntilIreapyourpussyapart..

Hepickedmeupandpinnedmeagainstthewallhewasstrongerthanithoughttobecarrying

allofmyheavyweight..

Him:asmuchasiwannamakethisapainfulexperienceforyoubutIwon’t,isaidI’llneverhurt

youandI’mstandingbymywords…Heputmedownwhileiwasstillagainstthewallandhe

wentdownonme.HetookoffmyunderwearandjuststartedsuckingmetillIlostmymind,tillI

feltlikeiwasveryclosetocoming…

Him:Notyet

Hetookoffhisboxersandpickedmeupagainwithmylegsaroundhiswaistandheentered



me..

Itwasn’taspainfulasithoughtitwasgonnabe,andhejustwentforit..

Iwasscreaminghisname,hewasmoaning..Ihadmynailsdeepinhisskinwasjustanintense

sessionthatnotevenZukoeverfuckedmelikethat……

WemadelovethatnightuntilifeltmyVaginagivinguponmethat’swhenwestopped..

Iwassootiredfromallofthat,thatipassedoutimmediatelyafterwefinished..Wewerelaying

sidebysidewithmyhandsaroundhisneckandhishandrunningsmoothlyonmynakedbody..

Forthefirsttimeinmylifeisleptlikeababy,havinghimrightnexttomemademetofeelsafe….

Iwokeupthenextmorningandhewasn’tnexttome.Iwasinpain,butmostofalliwasvery

hungover.

Igotoutofbedandmyheadwasbanging.Iwenttothebathroomandwashedmyfacethen

brushedmyteeth..

Iputonmygownandmademywaydownstairs…

Cowenwassittingonthecouchwithalotofmedicaltextbooksandhislaptopontopofhis

thighs.Heevenhadhisspectaclesonthat’showserioushelooked…

Istoodtherelookingathimwhilesmilingididn’twannadisturbhimasyet…

IthoughtthatmomentwouldlastforeveruntilhenoticedmeStandingthere…

Hesmiledandtookoffhisspectacles.

Him:Goodmorning

Iwasblushingalittle.

Me:Morning

Wehadawkwardmomentbetweenusaftergreetingeachother.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Him:iwantedtomakeyousomethingtoeatbut,unfortunatelyI’mswapped..Ihavealotof

studyingtodoihaveaclinicalassessmentcomingupin2days..

Me:ItsokayI’llmakemyselfsomethingtoeat,anddoyouwantsometoo?

Him:Nothankyou,coffeewilldoforme.

Me:Ifyousayso



Wecontinuedlookingateachotherwhilesmiling,hedidn’thavethewidestsmile,justalittle

curveatthecornerofhismouth,whichmadehimlookmorecute..

Me:I’lljustgoand..

Him:yagoanddothat..

Iwalkedtothekitchenbutthenstoppedhalfway..

Me:UhmCowen..

Heturnedandlookedatme

Me:I’msorryaboutyesterdayishouldn’thavetakenyourcarandyourmoney..

Him:it’sokayweallgothroughthatphasewherewethinkalcoholwitheaseourpain,butthe

mostimportantthingistonotlooseyourselfintheprocess..

Me:Thankyouforunderstanding

Him:ionlyunderstoodyesterday,butnexttimeiwon’tunderstand..

Me:OkayBraga

Hegavemeaweirdlook..

Him:ItsCowentoyou.

Me:ican’tcallyouBraga?

Him:No..

Me:Why?

Heclosedhislaptop..

Him:Imnevergonnastudyami?

Me:Ohwsorry

Iwenttothekitchenandpreparedmyselfasandwich.Asiwasmovingaroundikeptonlooking

athimtryingtofigurehimoutandwhatheis..

Me:Okayheisadoctorwhoisspecializinginthemattersoftheheart(Whispering)

Attimesiwouldn’tevenlookwhereimgoingiwouldbumpintothingsthenhewouldlookatme,

thengobacktostudying…

Ileanedoveronthekitchencounterwhilestarringathim.

Me:WhoareyouMrBraga?(Whispering)
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ThedaythatIwasn’tlookingforwardtoocame.Thedayofmyfather’sfuneral.Thefactthati

wasn’tgonnaattendhisfuneralhitmehard,iwaswishingthaticouldjustsleepthewholeday

andneverwakeup.Ireallywantedtobetheretobidhimfarewell,iwantedtoseehimforthe

lasttimeinthecoffin.Iwantedtobeonthatburialsiteandseehiscoffingoingdown,soicould

haveclosurethatiwillneverseehimeveragain..

Unlikeme,Joziwasallowedtoattendjustimagineiamgoingtohearaboutmyfather’sfuneral

frommycousin…

Itwasaround8am,iwasstandinginfrontofthebathroomlookingatmyselfinthemirrorcrying.

Ihadnointentionsinlivinganymore,Ireallywantedtodie..

Ihadjusthadfinishedbathing,Cowenandiweweregoingtovisithisfamilytheywerehavinga

gettogetherandhethoughtthatkindofcompanywillmakemefeelbetter..

Hecameinthebathroomwhilesinging..

Him:“heaven,mustbemissinganAngel,missingoneAngel….Becauseyouherewithme”..

Ifacedtheotherwayandwipedmytearsbecauseididn’twanthimtoseemecrying..

Him:Younotreadyyet?

Me:iwillbetherenownow(sniffing)

Him:Youstillhavethetowelwrappedaroundyourbody,yourhairisstillwet..

Me:iwillbethereCowen..

Him:Imgivingyou10min

Me:Fine

Iheardfootstepsapproachingmyway,alliwantedwasforhimnottocrowdmeineedsome

timealone..Ijustneedtobealonerightnow.

Ifelthisstronghandsatthesidesofmyarms,andhissoftpinkishlipsplantingawetkissatthe

backofmyneck.Hesqueezedmeabittight…

Him:I’llwaitforyoudownstairs

Inoddedmyhead..Hekissedmeagainandwent..

Iwipedmytearsthenwenttodressup.Iworealongdress,withmysneakers.Iputonmydoek

justcoveredmyhairinstyle.Iputonbighoopearringsandabitofmakeup.Iputonmyshort

JacketireallywantedtomakeagoodimpressionheardCowen’sgrandmotherisoldyouknow



howoldpeopleare…

Iwalkeddownstairsandhewassittingonthecouchdrinkingorangejuice,hecouldn’ttakehis

eyesoffme..

Him:Youlookgreat..

Me:Thankyou,youlookgoodtoo

Hedidlookgoodinhisblackandwhiteoutfit..

Him:Readytogo?

Ilookedatmydressonemoretime..

Me:Yesibelieveso..

Him:Let’sgothen

Hetookhiscarkeys,andihadmysmallbagwithme..Wewalkedouttotheelevatorwhile

holdinghands.

AssoonastheelevatorclosedhepulledMeclosertohimandkissedme..Thewayhekisses

mestillmakesmeabitdizzy.

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Him:Justfindingyouverysexyinthatlongdress..

Me:Yousayingthatjustmakemesmile…

Him:isitworking?

Me:kinda

Isaidthatwhilesmiling……….

Wegottohiscar,andwedrovetohisgrandmother’splace…

Iwasreallynervous,whatifwegetthereandhisgrandmotherdoesn’tlikeme.Ihaveareally

badexperiencewithinlaws.Henoticedthatiwasabitnervous,hetookmyhandandkissedit…

Him:You’llbefine

Ismiledathim..

Iwasexpectingustogotoawhiteneighbourhood,buttomysurprisewewereinablack

neighbourhood.Iamnottalkingaboutsuburbsiamtalkingaboutahood,ghetto,kasioneway..

Me:UhmCowen?



Helookedatme

Me:Arewelost?

Him:Nowenotlost..

Heparkedhiscarnexttothisbeautifulsmallhouse.Itwasn’tthatsmall,lookedlikea6room

house.Iwon’tlieitwasperfect,hadabeautifulgarden,pavementand2garages.Other

expensivecarswereparkednexttothehouse..

Wegotoutofthecarandmadeourwayin..

Somepeoplewherechillingoutsidedrinkingbeer,itwasonlyblackpeople…

Cowengreetedafewthenwemadeourwayinsidethehouse..

Theinsideofthehousewasbeautifultoo,marblewalls,Whitewall-cupboardsitwastoo

beautifultobeinthathood..

Wefound3womencookingatthekitchen..

Cowen:Wehome

Theyturnedandlookedathim,startedmakingnoisetheylookedveryhappytoseehimyou

knowhowblackpeopledowhenit’safamilygathering..

Theycameuptohimandhuggedhim..

Lady1:sbusisowehappytoseeyou..

Ilookedathimconfusedandhegavemethat“iwillexplainlaterlook”..

Lady2:Kodwawhydon’tyoucomeandvisit?Ifitwasn’tforthisfamilygatheringwewerenever

gonnaseeyouright?

Cowen:ijustjusthavealotgoingonthat’swhyihardlycometovisit..

Theylookedatme,iwaslookingdowndidn’tknowwhattosay..

Cowen:OhhthisismygirlfriendFuni..

Lady3:Shamebonaunamahloniyenaunana(lookathowshysheis)

Lady2:AkasesemuhleyenauputsununukaSbusiso(she’sbeautiful)

Cowen:Let’scutityoureallymakinghermoreshy..

Helookedatme.

Him:ThisaremyAunties,allthis3womenhelpedmyGrandmainraisingme..



Aunt1:iusedtochangehisnappiesbeforehebecamethisyoungmanthatheistoday,ngeke

ung’tshelenexngalobhuti(youcannottellmenothingaboutthisbrotherhere)

ShesaidthatwhileliftingupaHunter’sdrybottleanddrinking..

IwasstillshockedathowCoweniswhitebuthaveablackfamily…

Aunt2:Sbusisoyoucangogreetyourunclesintheloungetheybeenwaitingforyou..

Cowen:Shit!

Aunt3:yashitwon’thelpyouhamba!SoyoucanexplaintouMalumejabuwhyyounevervisit

home..

Hestartedwalkingtotheloungeifollowedhim…

Aunt1:haibosisiucabangaukuthiuyaphi?(wheredoyouthinkyougoing)

Ilookedather…

Her:buyauzokeraamacarrots(comeandpeelthecarrots)

IlookedatCowenheshruggedhisshoulders..

Aunt1:BuyaphelamakotiplusngathiuSoftngizokugugisaamabhodoamakhulu(comeplus

youlooksoftiwillmakeyoucarrythebigpots)

Ilookedatthosecarrotsandtheywerealot,igottiredalready
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FortunatelyformeididnotpeelthecarrotsonmyownhadabitofhelpfromthesameAunt

whoaskedmetopeelthem.IreallyenjoyedbeinginthecompanyofCowen’sAunties,theyfree

spirited,theytalkaboutanything,theyveryfunnyandjustnicetobewith…

ThedooropenedaswewerestillbusyandSomewomanwalkedin.Shelookedabitold,butnot

thatold.Shehadlongbeautifulsoftnaturalhair,shewasdarkskinned,slimbodyandwas

wearinganiceoutfit…

Aunt1:Mamak,youareback.

Mamak:Aghwewentallaroundtownbutdidn’tgetmuch.

Aunt2:kubikelokhongobathinasiyacalangamasalad(that’sbadbecausewearestartingwith

thesalads)

Mamak:That’sbetterimeanby12:00iwanteveryonetobeholdingaplateoffood..



ShelookedatthetheotherAuntthatwasdrinking…

Mamak:kodwaThenjiweuzophekazonasowuqalaukudakwa(Thenjiweareyousureyou

gonnabeabletocooksinceyouhavestarteddrinking)..

Thenji:Awwsengenzenimanjengobauyazingiyalishayaibhodosdakwaornot(Whathavei

donenow,youknowthatI’magoodcook)…

Mamak:asazibutpleasedon’tburnmymeatyoudon’tknowhowexpensiveitis…

Aunt2:Mbuleloandhisfriendsareatthegrilltheyhavestartedwiththeribs..

Mamak:atleastsomeoneisawake..

Shelookedatme…

Her:andthencoverpage,introductionubanikelo?(whoisthis)..

Thenji:tableofcontentspage3Autobioabasemaphephenibathiumakotiwakho(It’syour

daughterinlaw)

Mamak:Umakotiwami?(mydaughterinlaw)

Aunt1:pheceleziezikasbusisokushointatheli(It’ssbusiso’sgf)

Mamak:OhwuSbusisoukhona?(sbusisoishere)

Thenji:YebouhlelieLonguenabomalume(hisintheloungewiththeuncles)

Shelookedatmeagain….

Her:Makemeacupoftea,I’llbeinmybedroom2doortoyourrightineedtoreadyoumiss

coverpage..

ShethenlookedatThenji..

Mamak:akuyekeukudakwaboupheke!(stopdrinkingandstartcooking)…

Mamak:Haumamakwhatdididotoyou?

Mamakdidnotsayanythingshewalkedtothelounge…

Thenji:Kantingimenzenibo?(whatdididotoher)

TheotherAuntieslaughed..

Thenji:Sbongileningahlekinokhabo(SbongileandKhabodon’tlaugh)……

Shelookedatme.

Thenji:Youshouldpourwhiskeyinthatcupofteasoshecangetdrunkandsleepalittle..



Welaughed..

AuntKhabowastheonehelpingmewiththeteasituationbecauseapparentlyMamakisfussy

andwantsthingsdoneacertainway..

Shedoesn’tdowellwithyourtypicalteabags,sheusuallydrinksEarlGreywithwarmmilkshe

cannotprocesspowdermilk.

Shedoesn’tdowellwithwhitesugarshewantsBrownsugar,iwasalreadygettingaheadache

fromallthoseinstructions..

AftermakingherteathatwasaccompaniedbyChoiceassortedbiscuits,itooktheTrayand

mademywaytoherbedroom.Ipassedtheloungeandtheunclesweremakingnoisewhile

watchingsocceranddrinkingsomebeers…

Igottoherroomandknocked.

Her:Comein..

IopenedandWalkedinwhilebeingextracarefulsothatthetraydoesn’tfallortheteadoesn’t

spill..

Shewassittingonthebed,andCowenwassittingonthatsmalldressingtableChair..

Cowen:Letmehelpyouwiththat..

HestoodupandcametomethenheldtheTrayforme,whileIclosedthedoor.Ithentookthe

Traybackandwehappenedtostareineachother’seyeswhilesmiling,andiendedup

blushing…MamakclearedherThroat..

Wewenttoher,Cowentookthesmallchairandbroughtitclosersoicouldputthetrayonit..

Mamak:dankie..

IstoodtherenexttoCowen..Shetookonebiscuit,beforeshecouldtakeabiteshelookedatus..

Her:manjewhyareyoutwostandinglikeyouareabouttobemarried,ican’teventhinkstraight

youmakingmedizzypleasesitdown..

Wesatdownonthebed..

Mamak:SofuniCowenwastellingmeaboutyou..

Ididn’tsayanythingilookeddownthiswomanintimidatesme..

Her:Areyouguysseriousaboutyourrelationship?

Welookedateachotherandreplied…

Us:Weare..



Mamak:beforewegofarwiththisconversationletmeintroducemyself…

Shedrankhertea,thenputthecupdown..

Her:iamMarthaKunene,buttheycallmeMamak.IraisedCowensincehewasababy..

Shewenton..

Her:iamasocialworker,andialsousedtovolunteeratsomehomelessshelterintown.There

wasthisyounggirlthink16yearsold.Shewasatroubledteen,shecarriedalotofheavinessin

herheart..Shecametotheshelterbecauseshehadranawayfromhome,herUncleusedto

rapeherandherAuntactedlikeshedidn’tknoworseewhatwashappening..Unfortunatelythe

littlegirlherwhosenamewasKarinafellpregnantandwhenshestartedshowingherAunt

askedwhoisthefather,ShetoldherAuntthatherUncleisthefather.TheUnclewasaskedand

hedeniedsoherAuntbeatheralmosttodeaththatsheranawayfromhome..

Thiswasgettingverydeep…

Her:Whenshecametothesheltershewasdirty,smelling,shehadondirtyclotheslookedlike

shedidn’tbathforaverylongtime.Shetoldusherstory,andthataftershehadranawayfrom

homeshehadnowheretogososhestartedsleepingonthestreetswereshewasalsoraped

andbeaten..

Miraculouslythebabyshewascarryingwasstillaliveshewas8monthspregnantwhenshe

cametotheshelter..

Shestayedwithusuntilshegavebirth,butdiedafterafewminutesbecauseofsome

complications.Shegavebirthtoababyboywhomshenamed“SeanCowen”.Sincetherewas

noonetotakecareofhim,iadoptedhimandnamedhim“sbusiso”becausehewasablessing

tomebutipromisedmyselfthatIwon’tchangehisnamefromSeanCowentoSbusisoKunene

becauseiwantedtohonourandrespecthermother……

Aftertellingthatstory,therewasabitofsilencewewerejustsniffingthatreallyhitmedeep

insideididn’tknowaboutthatPartofCowen’slife..

Icanjustimaginehismothergoingthroughallofallthat,shewasastrongwoman…Sometimes

youthinkyouhaveithardinlife,butotherpeoplehaveitmorehard..
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Ionlyhearaboutsuchthingsorseetheminthemovies,butineverreallyknewthatthere’s

peoplewhogothroughsuch.ForCowen’smothertohavegonethroughsuchandattheend

managedtokeepherSonaliveinsidehertummytrulyisamazing.Icanonlyimaginehow

CowenfeelsknowingthathisgrandfatherisalsohisFather,it’sveryheartbreaking.Ican

imaginehimnotknowinghisrealfamily,havingtogrowupinablackneighbourhoodasawhite

person,havingtoacceptmamakashisowndespitethecolourofhisskin.I’msurehefaced



alotofracism,discriminationandbullying..

WhenwehadallsettleddownandfinishedsheddingafewtearsMamakwasthefirstoneto

breaktheice…

Her:Funiithinkyoushouldaccompanymetothemall,ineedtobuysomefettacheeseiforgot

tobuysomewhileiwasstillatthemall..

Shethengiggled..

Her:I’mgettingoldMaraain’ti?

Ilookedatherthiswomanhasthemostbiggestheartever.Yesshe’sstrict,shedoesn’ttake

shitbutwhatihavenoticedIsthat,peoplewhoarelikethataretheoneswithbigheartsthey

careandlovetrulyunlikequietpeoplethoseonesaredeadly…

Cowen:Youguysmightnotfindmeherewhenyougetback..

Mamak:uyaphi?(whereareyougoing)

Heclearedhisthroat…

Him:cousinVusiiscomingandwegonnadrivearound…

Mamaklookedathim,withherhandsatthesidesofherwaist..

Her:Sbusisoawukaqedinehourulaekhayaalreadysowugcwalainagayonkele(hasn’tbeenan

hoursinceyougothereandalreadyyouwannabealloverthishood)

Him:ahmamayouknowcousinVusiandigrewuptogether,itwon’tberightifigobacktomy

placewithoutspendingtimewithhim..

Mamak:haiyenzalokhuobanangathikurightforwena(dowhatyouthinkisrightforyou)..

Cowen:Hausowuyakwatakanjalo(soyougonnagetangryjustlikethat)

ImustsaythatCowenspeakinganAfricanlanguagewasjustsurprisingimeanyouwouldn’t

expectsuchfromhimespeciallyifyouseehimyou’llthinkhisAfrikaans,theoneofDutchorigin..

Mamak:asambefuni(let’sgoFuni)

SheheldmyhandandwewalkedoutwithCowenfollowingus….

Aswewasapproachingthekitcheniheardsomedisturbingnoisecomingfromthere,thinki

heardsomegirlsmakingnoise…..

Wegottothekitchenandmyassumptionsweren’twrong,itwas2girlswholookedlikethey

wereofmyagegroup..Theonlydifferencebetweenmeandthemisthatbonatheylookedwide,

youcouldn’tmissthatpartbecausetheywereholdingdumpiesandtheiroutfitswereanono….



TheywerewearingsportsbrasandbumshortswithAllstars.Theyalsolookedliketheyhaven’t

sleptthepreviousday,althoughtheyweredancingandmakingnoisewiththeirscratchyvoices

makingnoisebutyoucouldn’tmissthattheylookedtired..

Girl1:kodwacishesafaMarayazi(wealmostdied)

TheAuntiesseemedtobeentertainingthem..Thebumshortscoveredhalfoftheirbutts,and

theyhadhugecleavagesbehindthosesportsbras,biggerthanmine..

Thenji:kodwawherewereyouguysdancinglastnight?

Girl2:ehhbesjaivakudesisingithiumdidibowuhambakphela(wewereveryfarbusydancing

andShakingourassess)..

Theystartedvibratingtheirassess..

Girl1:YouseeMosswhenwestarteddoingthisimaliingenaleftandright,evenalcohol..

TheAuntieswerebusycheeringthemup,thattheyonlynoticedusstandingthereafterawhile.

Girl1:Eishmama..

Mamak:kodwauyaswabisaDlozi(youareanembarrassmentDlozi)

Shelookeddownasiflikeshewasreallyashamedorfakingit,icouldn’treallyreadher

expression..

Mamak:I’mnotgonnasayanythinganymore,yougoallaroundtheneighbourhoodshamingthe

kunenesurname.Doyouknowhowpainfulitiswheniwalkaroundandhearingpeopletalking

badthingsaboutmydaughter?

SosheisCowen’ssister….

Mamak:iwon’tevensayanythingtoyouanymore,isweariamtiredDlozimaybeyourbrother

willsaysomethingbutminaI’mdone..

ThefriendwasbusylookingatCowenandblinkingalotwhilesmilingandblushingtoo..Ilooked

atCowenandhelookeddisgusted..

Friend:Hausbudayouwon’tevensayhitoMe?

Cowenlookedatherfromheadtotoethenclickedhistongue..Heturnedandkissedme,this

guyMarawasn’tevenafraidofhisgrandmother…

Cowen:I’llseeyoulater,callmewhenyoufeeluncomfortableandAllthat..

Me:iwill..

Hegentlysqueezedmycheek..



Him:iloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Helookedatmamak..

Him:MaI’llseeyoulaterI’mgoingtocousinVusiandwegonnameetnamaGentsanddoabit

ofcatchingup..

Mamak:Itsokayjustdon’tgetintroubleiknowyouandvusi..

Cowen:I’m30ma..Ihavegrownfromthat..

Heis30andiam22,imean8yearsisnotthaaaaaatbad..

HekissedMamakonthecheekandwinkedatmethenleft..

Friend:YohDlozimanjeyiningobrotherwakhoangasibulisi?(Dloziwhat’swithyourbrothernot

greetingus)

Dlozi:uyaziMossnawemybrotherthinkshighlyofhimself..

Mamak:VoetsekDlozigobathanddressup!Yourunclesareinthelounge,whenIgetbacki

wannafindyoudressedupandclean..

Dlozi:Yesmama

Theystartedwalkingtotheroomwithherfriend,assoonastheypassedusmamakhitthemat

theirbackswhilekickingthemtoo..

Her:niyangidina!!(youtwodisgustme)

Theyrantothebedroom..MamaklookedattheAunties..

Mamak:yinienifundisalabantwanaukungcola(youtheoneswhoareteachingthiskidsfilth)

Theydidn’tsayanythingtheyjustlookeddown..

Iswearilookatmamakandsheremindsmeofmam’rubyfromgenerationstheonlything

missingisashebeen….

Shethenlookedatme..

Her:Misscoverpageasambe(misscoverpagelet’sgo)

Thiswomanintimidatesmealot,shedoesn’ttakeshitatallespeciallywhenisawherbeating

Dloziandherfriendigotscaredalittle…..

WegottoherredLandRoverandshestarteddriving…



Shewasdrivinga2015LandRoveroffwhichstilllookedgood.Herleatherseatswereengraved

“Mamak”andsowerehernumberplates..ShewasrollingwithanSamsungS7tooyathis

womanisrichorCowenistakingcaregoodofherespeciallyherhousetooitreallydidn’t

belonginthatneighbourhood…

Her:Thischildrenwillmakemecatchacaseandiamtooyoungforthat…

Ididn’tsayanything,iwasveryscaredofher..

Shelookedatmeandgavemeasidesmile..

Her:DoyoubelievemewhenisayI’myoung?

Shelookedlikeshewasinherearly60sthewastracesofwhitehairkodwashewastaking

goodcareofherself..

Me:ibelieveyou..

IwasonmyphonebusyhalaringatCowenonWhatsAppandhewastakingforevertoreply

……………WHATSAPP………..

Me:Babe

Me:Cowen!!

Me:Cowen!!

Me:!!!

Me:!!!

[AFTER5MIN]

Cowen:Sorryiwasdriving,wadup?

Me:YourmomorGrandmascaresme…

Him:Lol

Me:Itsnotfunny

Him:She’slikethatbutunderneathallthatshe’sabigsofty..

Me:Areyouserious?doesn’tlooklikethat..

[AFTER2MIN]

Cowen:Boobearihavetogo,I’llcallyoulater.CousinVusicalledamaGentsandweaboutto

unwindathisplaceeverythingisset..



Me:Okay

Him:iloveyouMrsKunene

Me:iloveyoutoo..

….

Iputmyphoneawayandmamakwasconcretingontheroad,ialsodidn’tsayanythingit’shard

tostartarandomconversationwiththiswoman..
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Mamakandigoteverythingweneededatthemall,suchasmorevegetables,spices,sauces

etc..

Whenweweredone,wewenttomilkyLanejustgotourselvessomeicecreams…

Mamak:I’mgettingoldforthisshoppingthing…

Myanswersmostlytoherstatementswere“Yes”..”No”..”iagree”..OrI’lljustgiggleandsmile..

Her:Younottalkativeareyou?

Me:Notreally

Her:doyousaymorethan3words?

Me:ijustdon’ttalkmuch.

Her:unamahloni?(areyoushy)

Me:Sortof..

Her:haikethathastogo,youseehowcrazyweareinthisfamily?

Inoddedmyhead..

Her:Howarethingsbetweenyouandsbusiso?

Me:Cowenandiwearefine..

Him:OhwyourefertohimasCowen..

Me:ihopethat’snotabadthing

Her:Notatall,idoWanthimtocarryonusinghismother’ssurname

Iwentbacktomyicecream..



Her:YouseemveryniceFuni,andyouknowwhattheysayaboutnicepeople.Theytheones

whocarryalotofpain..

Ididn’tlikewherethisconversationwasgoing..

Her:iamasocialworkersoicanseerightthroughyou..

Ididn’tsayanythingijustlookeddown..

Her:Givemeyourphone

Iunlockeditandgaveittoher..

Her:That’smynumberdon’thesitatetocallmewhenyouwannatalk,evenabouttheweatheri

amavailableforanykindoftalk..

Ilaughed..

Her:evenifyoumissyourperiodcallme..

Mylaughvanished..

Her:ahadidihitanerve?

Ididn’tknowwhattosaybecauseCowenandiwehaven’tbeenusingprotectionandI’m

currentlynotoncontraception..

Her:Funiisthesomethingyouwannatellme?

Ishookmyheadno…

Her:Didsbusisoscore?

Iclearedmythroat…

Me:Wejusthaven’tbeenusingpro…protection..

Sheclappedonce..

Her:Soyounotsureifyoupregnant?

Inodded

Her:I’mgladwehadthistalksonowyoucantakeprecautionsonwhatyoueatandallthat..

Shegavemeaweirdlook..

Her:Youguysarefast,I’msureyouhaven’tbeendatingthatforthatlongandalreadyyou

wannabeparents..Nenzekenishade(youmustgetmarried)…….

Whatmamaksaidreallygottome..ImeantheisapossibilitythatImightbepregnant.Ididn’t



reallythinkofaskinghimtouseacondomthatnightitwasaHitofthemoment,iwasdrunk

andeverythinghappenedsoofast…

Her:Webettergetgoingdear,it’salreadylate..

Westoodupandwent..

Allthewaybacktothehoodiwasthinkingofthispregnancyissue,whatifireallyampregnant.

Notthatiwouldabort,butidon’tthinkI’mreadytobesomeone’smotherimeanihavealotof

shitgoingonalreadyandineedtofixmefirstbeforeicantakecareofanotherhumanbeing…..

Wegottothehoodanditlookedlikeeveryonewashavingfunnow..

Dloziandherfriendhadchangedintomoreappropriateoutfitsandtheyhadtheircamping

chairsonthestoeptogetherwiththeirdumpies..

Otherpeopleweredancing,lookedlikeeveryonewasHavingfun..

Dlozi:It’sFuniright?

Me:uhmYes

SheextendedherhandtoMe..

Her:I’mDlozisbusiso’ssister..

Me:Nicetomeetyou

Shewasallsmileswithme,didn’tlooklikeabadpersonatall..

Her:Comesitwithus,sittingwitholdpeoplecanbeabigbore..

Mamakgavethemaseriouslook..

Dlozi:Wewon’tmakeherdrinkmama..

Mamak:idon’twantanyissues..

Dlozi:Youwon’tgetany

Her:Good!

Shethenlookedatme…

Mamak:iwillgetyouachairandsomecooldrink..

Me:Thankyoumamak

Shewenttothehouseandgotmeachairandacooldrink…

Dlozi:Soihearthatyouaresbusiso’sgf?



Me:Yesiam..

Her:Niceforhowlonghaveyoutwobeendating?

Me:Notthatlong..

Dlozi:Okay..

HerfriendclearedherThroat.

Dlozi:OhwthisismyfriendTamara..

Tamara:Itsabouttime!..HiFuni

Me:HiTamara..

Tamara:Soyoudatingmyexhuh?

Dlozi:Tamara

Tamara:What?I’mjustsayingshe’sdatingmyexthere’snothingwrongwiththat..

Dlozi:Don’tstarttroubleyouknowmamak..

Tamara:Finengizomuyeka(I’llleaveher)

Thewasamomentofsilenceforawhile…

Tamara:Sodoeshestillknowhowtofuck?

Dlozi:kodwalesfebe(thisbitch)

Tamara:ItsnosecretthatCowencanfuckyoutillyourwombhurts..

Me:uhmidon’tthinkit’sappropriateformetobediscussingmysexlifewithyou..

Her:Haiboawumesisi(waitaminute)fuckingmeansnothingsochill..

Ireallydidn’tlikewherethiswasgoing..

Tamara:wouldyoubelievemeifisaywefuckedlastweek?

Dlozi:Nazoke(herewego)

Tamara:Itstrueicanevendescribethecornersofhispenthousethatthisgirlheredoesn’teven

knowabout…doeshestillhavethatskullduvet?

Istoodup..

Me:Canibeexcused?



Dlozi:kahleFuni..

Istartedwalkingaway..Ireallywasn’tdownforthisatall..

IliterallywalkedouttheyardandWalkedaroundinahoodthatididn’tevenknow.Iwantedto

bealoneandgetsomeair,becauseiwasveryupset..
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Iwalkedaroundinthathood,apartofmewasabitscaredbecausethoseboyswhochillatthe

cornerwouldwhistleatme,somewouldcometomebutbackoffassoonasisayI’mwith

sbusiso..It’ssohumblingtoseehowCowenisfearedandrespectedinthathooddespitethe

factthatheiswhite.Imeanyouwouldexpectpeopletoplayonhisheadandallthatbuthewas

trulyfeared..

ASaintfoundmesittingatthecornercryingwheniwaslostandcouldn’tfindmywayhome

anymore,theydecidedtowalkmehomeassoonasitoldthemwhereimfrom….

Atthehousealmosteveryonewasworriedsickaboutme,theyweregoingupanddownlooking

formeandiregrettedwhatidididon’twantCowen’sfamilythinkingthatiamatroublemaker

ofsomesort…..

Sothereiwas,inmamak’sroomshewasbusytalkingtomeaboutwhatidid..

Mamak:kodwaFuni,DlozitoldmewhatTamarasaidtoyou.Ineverreallylikedthatgirlshe’sa

troublemaker…

Ididn’tsayanythingiwastooashamedofwhatihaddonethaticouldn’tlookherintheeye..

Her:YourreactiontowhatTamarasaidshowsthatyouloveuSbusisobutyoushouldn’tlistento

suchthingsespeciallyfromabomandindaesthebeniabafananoTamara..

Inoddedmyhead..

Her:idon’twannalieyoureallyscaredus,imeanbesizothinikusbusisoifsomethinghappened

toyou(whatwerewegonnasaytosbusisoifsomethinghappenedtoyou)..

Shewasright..

Me:Sorrymamak..

Her:Youjustdon’tknowhowmuchiwasveryworriedaboutyou,iamgladthatyouareokaymy

baby..

Ismiledather,thiswomantrulydoeshaveawarmheart…



Asweweresittingthereonherbedtalking,thedoorflungopenandCowenwalkedin.Hedid

notlookveryhappy..

Mamak:Someonebroughtherhomenotsolongago…

Hegavemeadeadstare,myheartstartedracing..

Cowen:Letmetalktoher..

Shelookedatme,thenstoodupandWalkedovertoCowen..

Her:Goeasyonher..

Shethenwalkedoutandclosedthedoorbehindher..Cowenwenttofetchthechairandsat

oppositeme..

Hewaslookingatmewhiletappinghisonefoot,hewasholdingacanongrapetiseronhisright

hand..

Him:Tamaraandidatedlongtimeagothinksincefromiwas13till16whenimovedaway

fromhere,that’swhenwebrokeup..Ihaven’ttouchedher,seenher,orevencommunicatedwith

hereversincefromthatdayuntiltodaywhenisawher…

Iwantedtosaysomethingbutifiguredit’sbesttokeepquietfornow..

Him:Doyoubelieveme?

Ilookeddown,andhesnapped..

Him:DammitFuni!

Hedidn’tshoutbuthisvoicewasfirmandintimidatingthatigotabitscared..

Him:isthishowourrelationshipisgoingtobe?Youbelievingstrangersoverme?Soeverygirl

whocomestoyouandtellsyousomethingaboutmeyougonnabelievethem?

Hewasright..

Him:ifthat’showthingsaregoingtobethenourrelationshipisgoingtobemeaningless,a

relationshipwithouttrustwillneverworkout..

Iwasstillsilent..

Him:ungang’casuli(don’tirritateme)decidenowifyouwantustostayorifweshouldgo

home..

Hestoodup..

Him:I’llbewaitingforyouatthekitchen,ifyouwannagohomethentakeyourjacketandbag

thenwe’llgo..



Hewalkedoutaftersayingthatwhilebangingthedoorbehindhim..

Isatthereforawhilethinking,ihavecausedenoughdramaforadayinthisfamilyandidon’t

wantthemthinkingotherwiseofme,ithinkitsbestileavenowbeforeiembarrassmyselfmore..

Istoodupthentookmyjacket&bagthenmademywaytothekitchen..

HewasstandingatthekitchenwithmamakandafewofhisAunties..

Thenji:Hausekuyahanjwanjekanjalo(youguysaregoingjustlikethat)..

Alleyeswereonmewaitingformyresponse..

Me:I’mjusttired

Mamak:YoohuDlozinalentoyakhebazebasicedelaubumnandi(Dloziandherthingruinedour

fun)

Khabo:speakofthedevil

DloziandTamaraWalkedin.Thewereinseparableliketwins,alwaystogether…

Dlozi:uDloziwenzenimanje?(whatdidDlozido)..

Mamakraisedherhandtothemasiflikeshewasgoingtohitthemagain..

Mamak:Yoohyaziningihlelientanyeni(youguysareonmyneck)

Thenji:kantiDlozinithenikuFuni?(whatdidyouguyssaytoFuni)

Tamara:Ohhthatthingyaziminabengizidlalelashamekantiuyithatheserious?(iwasjust

kiddingdidn’tknowshewasgonnatakeitserious)

Mamaktookabroomandchasedthemout..

Cowen:MamabayekeuFuniuyatetemanje(mamaleavethemFuniisjustbeingacrybaby)..

IamstilltryingtogetusedtoCowenspeakinganAfricanlanguage..Hethenlookedatme.

Him:Let’sgo

HisAuntieshuggedme..

Thenji:sibuhlungushamethatyouguysareleavinglikethis..

Me:Itsokay

Khabo:uhambekahlesisi(gowellsister)

Me:Thankyou…



WewalkedouttothegateandbumpedintomamakbusyyellingatDloziandTamaraonthe

streetwhilestillholdingthebroom..

Mamak:AngisafuniukubonaumqondowakhowenaTamarala(ineverwannaseeyouhere

againTamara)

Cowen:WeleavingMa..

Shedroppedthebroomandcametohugme..

Her:callmewhenyougethome..

Me:iwill

wethenexchangednumbers..

Mamak:Don’tbestrangersphela..

Me:Wewon’t..

ShehuggedCowenthenwegotintothecarandwedrovetothepenthouse….

Wedidn’tsayanythinginthecar,hewasplayingmusicwhileconcentratingontheroadandi

wasonFacebookalltheway..

WefinallygottothereandwenttotheElevator….

Everythingwasashowweleftit,goodthingwedon’thavekidstomaketheplacedirty….

Him:Imgoingtotakeashower..

Hewalkedupstairs..

Iputmyjacketandbagonthecouchthenwenttomakesomethingtoeatsincewedidn’teatat

hisplace,iwasdeadhungry…..

Asiwaspreparingsomethingmyphonerang,probablyisMamakievenforgottocallher..I

wentandtookmyphonethenlookedatthecallerIDitwasZukomyheartstartedracing.

Althoughidon’thavehisnumberssavedanymorebutistillrecogniseit..

Whatthehelldoeshewant?
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Ididn’tanswerhiscalls,hemust’vecalledroundabout5times,allididwastojuststareatthe

phone.Ireallydon’tknowwhat



ZukowantsithoughthewashappywithOlonaimeantheyevenengaged…

Icouldn’teveneatanymore,hisphonecallsruinedmyappetitecompletely………..

Cowencamedownasiwasstandingnexttothekitchencounterbusystarringatmyphone..

Him:Didyoueat?

Ilookedathim,hewasshirtlessandonlywearinghislongblacktrackpantsandhadablack

necklacearoundhisneckthathadalittlesilverpendantskull..

Healsohadafewskulltattoos,onhisbody.Abigoneonhisbackandoneonhisrightbreast

thenoneonhiswrist,andneck..

Me:I’mnothungryanymore

Hegothimselfagrapejuicefromthefridge..

Him:Why,whathappened?

Isigned..

Me:igotmultiplecallsfromZuko

Him:Whatdidhesay?

Me:ididn’tanswer

Him:Passmeyourphone..

Ipassedhimmyphoneandhewentthroughit..

Him:Funnyenoughigotacallfromthisverysamenumber…

Istoodupstraightandlookedathim..

Hedrankthejuice.

Him:itwasOlonashewaslookingforyou..

Me:WhywouldOlonacallmewithZuko’sphone?

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Me:Andwhywouldshecallyou?

Him:idon’tevenknowwhereshegotmynumbersfrom..

Myphonerangagainitwasthesamenumber,ilookedatCowen..

Him:Answer



Iansweredandputitonloudspeaker..

Me:H..Hel..Hello

Shesniffed..

Olona:Funiit’sOlona

Me:HeyOlo..

Her:Hi..SorryI’mcallingyouwithmyfiancé’sphonebecauseilostmyphoneyesterday..

Me:Ohwit’sokay

Her:DidCowentellyouthatiwaslookingforyou,icalledhim..Igothisnumberfrommydoctor

Me:Itsokay..

Her:Rememberyouwereworkingformesoidon’tknowwerewestandwiththat?

Itotallyforgotaboutthat…

Me:iamverysorryaboutthatOlona,ihadalotgoingonmyfatherdyingandetc..Ishould’ve

toldyoubuteverythingjustslippedmymind..

Her:Itsfineiunderstand,anywaydoyoustillwantthejoborshouldigetsomeoneelse?

IlookedatCowenandhenodded..

Me:istillwantthejobifit’sstillavailable…

Her:iwashopingyoucouldsaythat,canyoupleasecometomorrowat8:00amiamaloneand

icouldusesomehelpthere’salottodoiwillpayyouextra,forextratimethatyouputin..

Me:OfcauseI’llbethere

Her:Seeyouthen..Bye

Me:Bye

IhungupandlookedatCowen..

Him:Youdon’twantthejobanymore?

Me:idon’tknowCowenespeciallywithZukoaround..

Him:Youcan’tliveyourlifebeingscaredofhim,youneedtogotothemallifyouwanttoo

withoutyoufeelingafraid,youneedtoliveyourlifefreeofZuko..Plusiwasthinkingthatyou

canusethisasagoodexperienceandgotoafashiondesignschoolnextyearwhileyouknow

alotaboutthefield..



Me:Youhaveapointthere..

Him:Youweregonnagothisyear,butithinkregistrationsareclosednow…

Me:ilikehowyouthink..

Him:Youshould..

Hecamecloserandkissedme..

Me:ButhowarewegonnakeepZukoawayfromme?

Him:Leavethattome

Me:RightonBraga..

Hegavemethatweirdlookagain..

Him:Callmethatonemoretime,andisweariwon’tberesponsibleformyactions..

Me:AreyouthreateningmeMrBraga?

Hegavemeasidesmile..

Him:Don’ttrymewoman

Imovedawayfromhim..

Me:Braga..Braga..Braga..

Thenextiknowheischasingmeallthewayupthestairsandtothebedroom..Hethenpicks

meupandthrowsmeonthebed,whileI’mlaughinglikecrazy..

Me:Waitletmecatchmybreath..

HelooksatmewhileI’mstillbreathingheavily..

Me:What?

Hesmiles..

Him:Nothing..

Hekissesme..

Him:iloveyou…

Hesaysthosewordsandilookintohiseyesknowingthathemeansthem..

Me:iloveyoutoo



Herunshisfingeronmylips..

Him:ThereisnotimeofthedaywhereIdon’tfindmyselfthinkingaboutyouandnotsmiling

alone…

Me:Ncooohthatissoosweet..

Hekissesmeagainandthistimethingsescalate,heisrunninghishandundermydress..

Me:Weneedtotalk..

Heopensmylegswidewithhisstronghandsandgetsinbetweenthemwithmydresshighup

mywaist..

Me:Cowenwait..

Him:Comenowbubuidon’twannaforcemyselfonyou,causethatwouldberapeandI’mnot

aboutthat..

HeisbitingmyneckandhisstiffmanhoodisagainstmyVagina,althoughistillhavemy

underwearonicouldfeelitrubbingmyclitasheisbusymoving..

Me:Butweneedtoo..We…I..

Hepinsmyhandsagainstthebedagain,whatihavenoticedIsthatCowenlikestodominate,he

likestofeelincontrolinthatdepartment…Isoowannatellhimthatimightbepregnant,buti

can’tit’smorelikehehascastedaspellonme,iamunderhissexualspell…

Ifeelmyselfwantinghim,andifeelmyselfwantinghimnow..

Me:OhhhhCowen..
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ItwasaSundaymorningandIhadjustfinishedpreparingmyselfforwork..Iwaswearinga

blackjumpsuitwithagoldbeltaroundmywaistandblackheels..Myhairhadgrownbutistill

keptitasanafro..Iputonmygoldstudearringsandmakeup…

Ithentookmyclutchbagandwentdownstairs…..

WhenIwasatthetopofthestairs,abouttoclimbdowniheardCowentalkingtosomeoneI

stoodthereandlistened..

Cowen:Shabbayouaretokeephersafe..

Shabba:OfcauseBraga..

Cowen:ifhetouchesher,evenifit’sastrandofherhairiwillkillyou..Funimeanseverythingto



meandiwastalkingtomymomonthephone,shetoldmethatFunimightbecarryingmybaby..

Sothat’smyfamily,myheartandifsomethinghappenstothemShabba….

Aiitrustmamaktokeepasecret..

AlthoughiwasatafardistanceicouldseeShabbawasintimatedbyCowen’sstatementimean

iwouldbetooCowencanbescarysometimes…

Cowen:I’llconstantlycallher,ifshedoesn’tanswerI’mthere..

Shabba:Bragawhydon’tyoudoitthenmancausenowyouintimidatingmeasfuck..

Cowen:ifidoit,thenwhat’stheuseofhavingyouasaskull?Plusineedtostudyabit,

tomorrowI’mgoingtodomyveryfirstopenheartsurgeryneedtoAcethatclinicalassessment..

Shabba:Okay..

Idecidedtogodownthestairswhileclearingmythroat,soCowencouldstopscaringpoor

Shabba…

Cowen:andtheresheis..

Iwalkeduptothem,heputhishandaroundmywaistandkissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:ThisisShabba,andShabbathisismyheartFuni..

Hetookoffhishatandextendedhishandtomeforahandshake..

Him:NiceknowingyoumissFuni..

Soomuchrespect,Cowenreallygottohim.

Me:Samehere..

Cowen:Shabbawilldriveyoutoworkandkeepandeyeonyou..

Me:Hisgonnabeinsidetheshoplikeabodyguard?

Cowen:Yes..

Ilookedathimdefeated..

Him:idon’twantanymistakes..

IlookedatShabbahewasaverycuteyoungman,andlookedverycharmingbuthistattoosand

allthatmightscarethecustomersaway…

Me:idon’tthinkmostcustomerswillbecomfortablewiththis

Cowen:Youcanevenputhimatthebackofthestoreroomidon’tcare,ijustwanthimthere..



Me:Fine

Hekissedmewhilearchingmyback..

Him:Haveanicedayandcallme

Me:YesBragaiwill

HespankedmyAssveryhard..

Me:ouch!!

Him:itoldyouthatit’sCowentoyou..

Istuckoutmytongueathim..

Him:Don’tdothatyoulooklikeapuppy..

Me:puppiesarecute

Him:Whatever..

IsmiledathimthenShabbaandiwenttotheelevator…IlookedatShabbaandhelookedyoung,

whyisheinthisskullthingsheshouldbeatschool..

Wewenttohisblackdodge,it’slikeeverymemberoftheskullhadadodge..

Him:Areyoucomfortable?

Me:iaminthecarnotinbed..

Hechuckled..Iwasreallytryingtomakehimfeelatease..Hethenstarteddriving..Wewere

quietforawhile,untilidecidedtobreaktheice..

Me:Shabba

Him:YesMissFuni

Me:Pleaseaddressmeasfuni

Heclearedhisthroat..

Him:YesFuni?

Me:Howoldareyou?

Him:Im23mam’

Me:Thoughtyou19

Him:NoI’mactually23



Me:Okay

Ilookedattheroad,thenlookedathimagain..

Me:Caniaskyousomething?

Him:Yesmam..

Me:WhataretheSkullsallabout?

Him:DidyouhavethisconversationwithCowen?

Me:No..

Him:Thenican’ttellyou..

Me:Comeon..

Him:idon’twannariskitifBra..ImeanifCowenfindsoutthatItoldyouhisgonnakillme…

Me:iknowhisnameisBragasorelax..

Hekeptquiet..

Me:ComeonShabba

Him:No

Me:It’lljustbeourlittlesecret,isweariwon’ttell..

Him:No..

Ikeptonbegginghimuntilhegaveup..

Him:Pleasedon’ttellBragathatihadthisconversationwithyou..

Me:icrossmyheartandhopetodie..

Him:TheSkullsisagangthatiscomposedofmenandwoman..It’sthemostbiggestand

dangerousafterTheBloodsandThecrips..

Me:interesting..WhydoyouguyswearBlackandwhiteonly?

Him:Justlikeothergangsourcolourssymbolisesomething…

Me:WhatIsthat?

Him:Blacksymbolisesdeath,wekillwithoutmercy..

Me:Andwhite?



Him:symbolisespurity

Me:purityfromwhat?

AfterKillingsomeonewecovertheirbloodybodywithawhiteclothtopurityourselvesfrom

theirdeathandtobewithoutsin

Me:Yooh..SoyouguysuseAxes?

Him:NotonlyAxes,butgunsandknifestoo..TheSkullsaimstoprotecteachmember…

Me:Otherthankillingwhatelsedoyouguysdo?

Him:depends

Me:Doyouguysdoothercrimesthatearnyoumoney?

Him:TheSkullhassuccessfulpeople.Wehavelawyers,doctors,nurses,detectives,

superintendents..

Me:WowyouhaveCopstoo?

Him:Wehaveeverything

Me:Whatareyou?

Him:idon’thaveaprofession,someandtheothermemberswhowereneveraffordedthat

opportunitytogotoschoolwebombATMs….Buteverymemberbenefitsfromthatthere’sa

certainsalaryyougetfrombeingaSkull..

Me:Sowhoistheleader?

Him:Everyprovincehasaleader,ushereInGautengBragaisourleader

Me:Herunsthegang?

Him:Yes..

Me:Yoohinterestingstaff..SohasCowenkilledsomeonebefore?

Helaughed..

Him:Wenawhatdoyouthink?

Me:iamnotaskullidon’tknowwhattothink..

Him:Thenlet’sleaveitlikethat..

WefinallygottotheboutiqueandispottedZuko’scarparkedoutside,istartedgettingabit

scared..



Shabba:Areyoualright?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Yesiam..

WewentinsidetheboutiqueandOlonawasatthefrontalone..

Shesmiledwhenshesawme..

Her:Hey,thankyouforcoming

IwentuptoherandtriedhuggingherbutshestoppedMe..

Her:SorrymybodyisAching

Me:Whathappened?

Her:longstory..

ShelookedatShabba..

Me:OhwthisismybodyguardShabba,andShabbameetmybossOlona..

Theygreetedeachother..

Me:ihopeyoudon’tmindifhesticksaround..

Olona:Uhmidon’tthinkso,hecangositbythecouch..

Shabba:Thankyou

Shabbawenttositatthecouch..

Olona:Whatyouneedabodyguardfor?(Whispering)

Me:longstory(Whispering)

Her:Hiscute(Whispering)

Me:Very(Whispering)

Ilookedaroundandsawalotofboxeslyingaround…

Me:Lookslikewehavealottodo

Olona:Yourightaboutthat..

Me:Iseeyourfiancé’scarparkedoutside,ishehere?

Her:Wellhe..



Zukocameinaswewerejusttalkingabouthim..

Olona:Speakofthedevil..

Hewasholdingapackagefromthepharmacy..Itriedtopreventmyselffrombeingscaredof

him,itriedrememberingeverythingthatCowenhadsaidtome..

Ashecameclosertous,Shabbastoodup..

Zuko:gotyourthings

Olona:Thankyou

Shedidn’tevenlookathimintheeye,icouldfeelthevibebetweenthem..

Olona:I’llputitattheback

Shestartedlimpingherwaytotheback..Zukolookedatmewhilewewerestandingthere.

Him:Hi

Me:Hello

Him:longtime

Me:longtimeindeed

Him:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou

Him:Youandyourboyfriendoweusthedoubledatedinner

Me:I’lltalktohim

Helookedatmefromheadtotoe..

Him:ihaveneverseenyouthisjoyfulhemustbetreatingyourighticanevenseethecurvesare

gettingmorewider..

Me:asamatteroffactheistreatingmeright…

Him:That’sgood

Me:ya

Thenthewassomeawkwardsilencebetweenus..

Me:Sorryihavetohangthis,excuseme…

Asiwaswalkingpasshimheheldmyhand..



Him:Funii…

Ilookedathishandandheletgo,Shabbacametous..

Shabba:Excusemebutdowehaveaproblemhere?

ZukolookedatShabba..

Zuko:I’lljustgotocheckonmyfiancé….

Hethenstartedwalkingtotheback..

Shabba:AreyoualrightmissFunimam?

Me:I’malrightShabbathankyou

Somethingdidn’taddupwithZuko,helookedabitstressed,andemptylikesomethingis

missinginhislife..
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3weekslater

Mylifewasverypeaceful,forthefirsttimeeverifoundmyselfenjoyinglife….

Althougheverythingseemedtobegoingwell,butistillhadthatvoidandpainofmissingand

needingmyfathereverynowandthen,iguessthatwillnevergoawaynomatterhowmuchitry

toavoidthinkingaboutit…

IwasstillworkingforOlonaandshewashavingherupsanddownswithZukoshejustdidn’t

likeopeningupaboutwhat’shappeningathomebuticouldseerightthroughherthatshe

wasn’thappyatall,shewasbreakingeachday…ZukowouldstillcometotheBoutiqueevery

nowandthen,theonlywordswewouldexchangewere“hello”thatwasjustroundaboutitthen

hewillgoonabouthisownbusiness.Hejustseemednottobehisnormalselfanymore.Ididn’t

reallycare,butididwannaknowwhat’shappening,iamthatnosey….

SinceZukowasn’tbotheringmeanymore,CowenrelievedShabbafrombeingmybodyguard

becausehealsohadresponsibilitiesofhisownespeciallywiththeSkulls,butCowenwouldcall

meeverydayatworktomakesurethatiamalright….

Olonawasnolongerfullhandsonattheboutique,sometimesshewon’tshowupforworkatall

andnotevengiveanexplanationsoifoundmyselfrunningtheboutiqueinmyamateurstate

butatleastshehiredatemptohelpme….

ItwasaFridaymorningididn’tgotoworkafterworkinghardthepast4days,Olonagaveme



thisdayoffbyclosingtheboutiqueonlyfortoday,andiwon’tlieiwasreallyworriedabouther..

Iwassittingonmybedstarringatthe2ndpregnancytesthopingthatitwouldhavedifferent

resultsbecausethe1stonecamebackpositive,soonthisoneiwashopingfora“negative”at

leastbutunfortunatelytheresultscamebackthesameiwasindeedpregnant..Iknowthat

Cowenandiwehaven’tbeenusingprotectionandishouldn’tbesurprisedatwhatiwasseeing

butheyireallydidn’texpecttheresultstoturnoutthisway…

IexhaledthentookthepregnancytestandwentdownstairstoCowen…

Sinceitwasmydayoff,healsodecidedtotakeadayofftoo,sowecouldspendsomequality

timetogether….

Ipassedhimbythecouchintheloungeandwenttothekitchen,helookedlikehewaswatching

somemedicalshow….

Iputthepregnancytestonthecounterandwenttoboilsomewatertomakemyselfsome

coffee.Ithentookamugfromthecupboardandbangeditonthecountersoohardthatit

almostbroke..

Iwasbangingeverythingthatitouched,andiwasbumpingintoeverythingthatIcameclose

too…

iwasreallyupsetaboutsomethingthatialsodidn’tknow..

IsawCowenmakinghiswaytomeafterhehadthroughlyobservedmybehaviour…

Hedidn’tsayanythinghejustlookedatmeasiwasbusygoingcrazy…..

Hethentookthepregnancytestandlookedatit.

Him:Howmanyofthisareyougonnadoforyoutobelievethatyouactuallypregnant?

Ikeptquietandcontinuedwithwhatiwasdoing..

Him:Bubu..

Ilookedathimandsnapped..

Me:WhatCowen?Whatdoyouwant??!(yelling)

Him:ijust….

Hesighed…

Him:Nevermind..

Hestoodupstartedwalkingaway..

Me:iamscaredCowen



Hestoppedthenturnedaroundandlookedatme..

Him:Thenwhydon’tyoujusttalktomeaboutitinsteadofgivingmeattitudeandalipwithyour

chubbycheeks……

Igavehimaseriouslook..

Him:Imsorryyoudon’thavechubbycheeks,thatcameoutwrong..

Hecameandsatdownoppositeme…

Him:partofthisismyfault,asamanishould’veusedprotectionandweshould’vetalkedabout

thisbecausenowyoufindingyourselfinasituationthatyouwasn’treadyandpreparedfor….

Hewasright,iwasn’treadyforthis..

Cowenhasawayofmakingeverythingfinewithwords,hetrulyhasawaywithwordsandalso

meanseverywordthathesays..

Hestoodupandcametomethenjustwrappedhisarmsaroundmewithoutsayinganything..

Me:I’mnotreadyCowen..

Him:iunderstandandI’msorry..

Ididn’teventhinkofabortionbecauseitisthelastthingonmymind,idon’tbelieveinabortion

atall…

Heliftedmychinupsoicouldlookathim,witheyesstillfulloftears..

Him:icouldalreadyseemybabygirlhavingthosebigbeautifulsparklingeyes..

Heranhishandonmylips..

Him:Thosebeautifulthicklips..

Hethensqueezedmycheek..

Him:Andthosechubbycheeks

Hethenwentontoputhishandundermyleftbreast..

Him:butimostlyimagineherhavingyourgentleyetperseveringheart..Yourhearthasendured

soomuchpainbutyoustillstanding..

Isentoutaslightlaughthroughthosetears..Hepeckedmylips.

Him:iloveyouneverforgetthatandwe’llgothroughthistogether,iwillneverletyougothrough

thisalone..



Me:Doyoumeanthat?

Him:ipromiseyouthat..

Ismiled..

Him:gobathI’lltakeyououtforbreakfast..

Me:Okay

Istartedwalkingawayandashewasabouttospankmybutt,iquicklyturnedaroundand

lookedathim..

Me:Don’t..

Hecurvedhislowerlip..

Him:Sorry..

Me:DoyouevenknowthatIgetredmarkseachtimewhenyouspankmybutt?

Him:Nowyouoverexaggerating..

Me:I’mforreal

Him:Yeawhatevergobath

Istartedwalkingbutstoppedagain..

Me:uhmdon’tforgetwehavetogotoZukoandOlona’splacetonightfordinner,theyhavebeen

tryingtodothisdoubledatethingandwehavebeenturningthemdown..Ithinkweshouldjust

go,youknowgetitoveranddonewith..

Him:Yourexisobsessed

Me:Whyyousaythat?

Hefoldedhisarmsandlookedatme..

Him:afterthisdinnertonight,theywillinviteusagainforanotherdinnerdate,thenanotherone,

andanotherone..Hestillwannakeeptrackofyourlifeandwhat’shappeninginitforever….

Me:Youthinkso?

Cowen:I’mtellingyou,butworrynotaboutthat..goandbath.

IwalkedupstairswhilethinkingaboutEverythingthatCowenhassaid,butZukohasn’tcalledme

orbotheredmesohemighthavereallylaidback….

Igotupstairsandranmeawarmbath,ihoppedinsideandjustrelaxedtryingtodecreasemy



stresslevels….

Ihavealotgoingonlatelymylifeisverybusyespeciallywhereworkisinvolved…..

Igotoutofthebathtubafter30minutesandmademywaytothebedroomwheremyphonewas

busyringing….

IwenttogetitonthebedanditwasZuko,idon’tknowifit’shimcallingmeorifit’sOlona

becauselatelytheybeensharingthesamephonesoijustanswered..

Me:Hello

Zuko:Funiit’smepleasedon’thangup..

Me:Zuko?

Him:Yesjustdon’thangupplease

Me:Whatisitnow?

Hesoundedsoodown..

Him:It’sOlona..

Me:WhataboutOlona?

Zuko:She’sinhospital,shehurtherselfandshewantstoseeyoupleasecome..

Me:Whathappened?

Him:icannotexplainonthephonepleasecome..

Me:Okaycalmdowniamonmyway

IhungupandrandownstairstoCowenwithmytowelstillon..

Me:Baby!!

Helookedatmeandsawthatiwasabitshaken..

Him:What’swrong?

Me:Weneedtogotothehospital..

Him:What?Areyouokay?Isthebabyokay?

Me:I’mfine.ItsOlonashe’sinhospital,shetriedhurtingherselfWehavetogo!..

Helookedatmeanddidn’tsayanything…

Me:Cowen!!



Hestartedlaughing..

Him:Thisguyisgood

Me:What?Cowenthisisnotfunny!!

Heheldmyhandasiwasabouttowalkawayallpissed..

Him:CalmyourtittiesdownBoobear.

Me:Cowenthisisnotajoke!!Howcanyoubesooinsensitive?

Him:itis,comeandseethis..

Hegothislaptop,openeditandworkeditoutthenturnedittome..

Me:Thisbetterbegood..

Ilookedathislaptop,andwhatisawmademyjawdrop..Zukoisasickbastardandhewill

neverchange..
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WhatCowenshowedmewasavideowhereZukowasholdingOlonacaptive.Itlookedlikethey

wereinanoldwarehouse.Olonawastiedtoachair,withsomethingaroundherneck.Shewas

cryingpainfullyandbeggingforherlife..Zukowasbusywalkingaroundwithagunandhad

other3guystherewithhim..

Olona:Zukoplease..

Zukoturnedandlookedather…

Zuko:thatbitchbettershowuporyoudead!!Seethatbombnecklacearoundyourneck,it’s

countingdown.Ifiwereyouiwouldstartpraying..

Olona:Zukoplease…Ican’tleavemydaughteriamallshehas…

Zukogotclosertoherandstartedshoutingather..

Zuko:Youthinkigiveafuckaboutthatlittlebrat??Sheisnotmyseedidon’tgiveafuck!!

(shouting)

Olona:Please..I’ll..I’ll..Doanythingjustdon’tkillme..

Zuko:CanyougetFunihere??

Shedidn’tsaynothingshecontinuedcrying..



Zuko:Exactly!!

HegotawayfromOlonaandlookedathisguys..

Zuko:Wheremyphoneat?

Oneofthemgavehimhisphoneandhedialledsomenumberthenputitnexttohisearwhile

busywalkingaround…Afterafewminuteshethrewitagainstthewall.

Zuko:She’snotanswering!!She’sfuckennotanswering!!!(shouting)

IhaveseenZukoangry,butihaveneverseenhimthisangry….

Olonawasstillcryingicouldseethatshewasveryscared…

Zuko:Khawuthulemaan(shutup)

Hecontinuedwalkingupanddownagain…

Isawoneoftheguysapproachingthedoor….Allattentionwenttothedoor,thenIsawBongi

walkinginidon’twannalieiwasshockedtoseethatshewasalsoinonthis..

Bongi:She’snothere?

Zuko:ihavebeentryingtocallhershe’snotanswering..

BongilookedatOlona..

Bongi:Whyisshecryinglikethisasiflikesomeonehaddied?

Zuko:Youdon’tknowhowmuchshe’sirritatingme…..

Cowenclosedthelaptop,iwasbroken,iwasshocked,ihadmixedemotionsalotwas

happening..IputmyhandovermymouthandputmyotherhandonCowen’sarm..

Me:ohhmyGodCowen..

Ifeltapanicattackcreepingin..

Me:What’shappening?

Him:Calmdownbubu..

Me:Whytheydoingthis?Whytheywannaruinmylifesobad?Whytheyafterme?Whatdidido

tothem??…

HeheldmyhandandWalkedmetothecouchwerehesatmedown…

Him:I’llgetyousomethingtodrink..

Hewentandgotmeaglassofwater..



Him:iputabitofsugar..

Idrankthewater..

Him:Calmdown..

Me:ican’tcalmdown,iamscaredCowen…

Heputhishandsonmycheeks..

Him:Lookatme

Ilookedathim..

Him:Youtrustmeright?

Me:Yes..

Him:Thentrustmewhenisaynooneisgonnatouchyouokay?

Me:Okay..

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:goandgetdressedthenwe’llgoout..

Myeyespoppedout,isCowenforreal?Iamindanger,Olonaisabouttoexplodeandhewants

ustogoout..

Me:Cowen..

Him:Yousaidyoutrustme..

Ilookedathim,yesitrusthim.Hehasneverletmedown..

Istoodupandwentupstairstogetdressed….

WhenigotupstairsicheckedmyphoneandihadamissedcallfromZuko,ithinkitwaswhen

hecalledmeandididn’tpickup..

Youhavenoideahowiwasfeeling,iwastrulybroken,myheartachedforOlonashedoesn’t

deserveallofthis…

Iwasstillsittingonthebedcrying.Ifeltlikeihadnofeelingsanymore,iwasnumb..Everything

thatZukodidtomecamebackcrashingandcrowdingmymindifeltlikeiwasgoingcrazy…I

putmyhandsonmyhead..

Me:Getoutofmyhead!!..Getoutofmyhead!!!…

Iwasfeelingsometypeofway..



Me:Getoutofmyhead!!!!!(shouting)

Ifeltsomeonetouchingmeijumped..

Cowen:Itsme…

Ilookedathim..

Me:TellthemtoleavemealoneCowen!!..TellZukoandhisfamilytoleavemealone!!

Iwasnowcrying..Hehuggedme.

Him:Youalright..iwoulddiebeforeiletthosepeopletouchyou.

Hisphonerangandheanswered..

Him:Mama…OkayI’mcoming….Yashe’shere..Okay…

Hehungedup..

Him:Imcoming,mamakishere..

Helookedatmeasiflikehedidn’twannaLeavemealone..Butthen,heeventuallyleftme

alone…

IwishZukoCouldknowhowmuchhewasbreakingme,howmuchhewashurtingme..Iwish

hecouldjustleavemealone..

Cowencameinwithmamak..

Mama:Ohhumntwanawamikodwa..

Shelookedworriedaboutme..

Icriedagainwhenisawher..Istoodupandwenttohugher…

Her:uzobarightnono,askies..(you’llbealright)

Itfeltgoodbeinginherarms,ifeltthewarmthofherheartasmyheadlaidonherchest..

Cowen:Areyouguysgoingtobeokay?

Mamak:Yes..

Ilookedathim

Me:Whereyougoing?

Him:Imgoingtogetyourfriend..

Hisphonerangagain..



Him:it’sShabbaihavetotakethis..

Hewalkedaway…..

IwasveryafraidofwhatwasgonnahappenwhenCowengetsthere..
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Ihadbeensleepingforawhilenow,ireallyneededtoforgetaboutwhatwashappeningjustfor

alittlebit..Iwon’tlie,iwasveryscaredforCowenimeanZukoiscrazy,Zukoisveryverycrazy

andwhatifhekillsCowenwhatisgonnabecomeofme??

Igotoutofbedandwenttothebathroomtofreshenup,myeyeswereabitswollen….

Ilookedmyselfinthemirrorwithtearsstreamingdown.Tearsseemedtoalwaysbeclosethis

days..

Iexhaledalittle.Iwasemotionallydrained,iwastiredofeverythingthatwashappening..Iwas

oncejustthissweetgirlworkingatFishnchips,howdidmylifegettobesoocomplicated???

Howdidigettoattractsuchmen??Couldn’tCowenjustbeanormalbloodydoctorwithno

stringsattached?Couldn’tZukobenormalandnothavebipolar??Ihadalotofquestionsbut

lessanswers…..

Wheniwasdonefresheningup,imademywaydownstairs….IspottedShabbasittingatthe

kitchencounterandlookingatCowen’slaptopbusylaughing…

Istoodthereandlookedathimforawhile…CowenhassoomuchfaithinShabbathathecan

protectus,butwhenilookathimiseethiscuteyoungmanwhoshouldbedoingacertain

courseatVarsityandenjoyingVarsitylifewithhispeersratherthanbeingina

criminal/Gangstergang…

Iwalkeduptohim,hedidn’tnoticemeatfirsthehadhisheadsetsonbusylaughingandtalking

alone..

Shabba:Gethimnigga,hedoesn’tknowusweGangster…..

Whenigottohimhequicklyclosedthelaptopbutitwaslateihadalreadyseenaglimpseof

whatwashappening…Hetookoffhisheadsets..

Him:MissFuniididn’t…

Me:Whatareyouwatching?

Him:It’snothingjust…

Me:Showmewhatyouwatching..



Him:i…

Me:NowShabba!!!(Yelling)

Heopenedthelaptop,andplayedwhatwashappeningatthewarehouse…

Me:moveboy….

Hegotoutofthechairandisat..Cowenandhiscrewwerealreadyatthewarehouse,Bongiand

ZukowereheldatgunpointandisawoneofthefemalemembersmakingherwaytoOlonaand

touchingthebombnecklace..

Olona:Pleasedon’ttouchit,itwillexplode…

Her:Trustmeiamtrainedtodothis..

Theyallkeptquietandobservedwhatshewasdoing….Iwasalsoscaredwhatifshemessesup

andtheyalldie…Iclosedmyeyes

Me:Shabbapleasetellmewhentheydone..

Him:relaxshe’saproatthis..

Afterafewminutesiheardpeoplecheering,evenShabbamadeabitofnoise…..

Shabba:Yes!!!!.

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedatthescreen,thenecklacewassafelyremovedfromOlona’s

neck..Iwasveryrelieved.

Cowen:allyallmotherf*****!Werescarediwasn’t,iknowfaithisthebest!Shewastrained

well…

Olonastoodupandhuggedfaith..

Olona:Thankyousoomuchforsavingmylife….

Faith:Youwelcome..Don’tsqueezetootightistillhaveabombinmyhandthatishouldn’t

drop….

Theybrokethehug..

Cowen:Someonetakehertothecar,she’snotsupposedtoseewhat’sgonnahappenhere….

AnothergirlescortedOlonaout,iwasatpeacetoseeheralright…

Faithturnedandlookedatthecrew..

Faith:Howshouldwedisposethis?



Cowen:Ihaveanidea..Let’ssitherhighnessonthechairandCrownher…..

TheywentandsatBongionthechair,althoughsheactedstrongbuticouldseeshewas

scared…

Theytiedhertothechair,andthenfaithputonthenecklaceonher..

Zuko:Noooo!!!

Hewastryingtogettohismotherbuttheyhadatightgriponhim.

Theskullcrewlaughed..

Cowen:Lookatthesontryingtobesuperman…

Guy1:likehegonnaflyInthisshit….

Cowen:Trippingsonofaseabiscuit..

Theycontinuedlaughing,ireallydidn’tlikewhatwasgoinganymoreCowenandhiscrewwere

beingunnecessarynow..

Shabba:sonofaseabiscuit,that’sagoodone(laughing)

Iturnedandgavehimaseriouslook,hestoppedlaughing..

Him:Sorry..

Iturnedbackandlookedatthescreen….

Faith:shouldisetitoffBraga?

Cowen:Notnow..

Zuko:YouBraga?Iknewthatyourfacelookedfamiliar…DoesFuniknowabouttheskeletonsin

yourcloset?

Cowen:Eyydon’tbringmywomaninthis!!

WasmyfirsttimeseeingCowenraisinghisvoice..

Guy3:What’sthenextstep?

Cowen:iwannahavefun…

Faith:niggayouwannarap?

Cowen:iwannarap?

Faith:musicplease!!!



IthenHeardthoserapsongsplayingatthebackground…

Faith:Youthemanoftheyear

Cowen:iamthemanoftheyear..

Heturnedandstaredatthecamera…

Cowen:YowShabba,hopemymotherandmygirlain’tseeingwhatI’mabouttodo..

Hethenturnedbacktohiscrew..

Shabba:Fu..

Me:ShutupShabba!!!(shouting)

Ireallywantedtoseewhatwasgonnahappen..

Cowentookoffhisjacketandoneofthecrewmembershelditforhim..

Cowen:it’sbeenawhilesinceIlastdidthis..

TheyletZukogo,iknewwhatwasgonnahappennexttheygonnafight..

Zukolookedathismother,thenlookedatCowen..

HethenrantoCowen,butCowensightlyshiftedandZukofell..Thecrewstartedlaughing.

Cowen:iain’teventouchhimyet..What’swrongMQ?’bouttohaveyourperiodsoon???

Crew:Ohhhhhhwww

Zukogotupandattemptedagain,butthistimearoundCowendidn’tshifthepunchedZukoso

hardthathefell..Ihaveneverseennobodypunchlikethat..

CowenjustcontinuedrappingalongtothesongswhilewaitingforZukotorecoverfromthe

punch…

Cowen:“iain’takillerbutdon’tpushme”..

Zukostoodup,hewasabitdysfunctionalandbleedinghecouldn’tevenseethedirectionhe

wasgoingin..Bongiwassittingtherecrying..

CowenwenttoZukoandstartedpunchinghimrepeatedly..

Cowen:“iamBragamotherf**,ifyouain’tonmyteamthenyoushould’veranawayfromme”…

Faith:beatingwomenuphasturnedhimintoapussy,heneedsthatsexchange…

Theylaughed..



CowenhadnomercyhepunchedZukothatZukocouldn’tmoveanymoreandBongiwascrying,

pleadingwithCowenthathemuststop….

IneverknewthatCowencouldbethisheartless,isawacompletedifferentsideofhim..

Cowen:gun!

Faithgavehimthegun..

Cowen:Thisisformybabe

HestartedbashingZuko’sheadwiththebackofthegun..Thiswasstartingbetoomuchfor

me..

Me:Cowenstop!!!!

Shabbaputhishandsonmyshoulders..

Shabba:Funi..

Me:LeavemealoneShabba!!!

Cowen’swhitetshirtandhandswerebloody..

HethensteppedawayfromZuko,isawoneoftheotherguyscomingwithachainandputtingit

aroundZuko’sneckandwasdragginghimaroundthefloorlikeadog….

Itwasapoolofbloodonthefloor..

Cowengothimselfacanofcokeandstarteddrinking..Iwasshockedthisguy’shandsand

everythinghasbloodandthenhegonnastartdrinkingacooldrinklikenothinghappened…

Zukowasdraggedaroundthefloorlikeadogforawhilenow..

Cowen:Eyyheshouldn’tdie..Draghimoutsidethencallanambulance..

Guy1:Sureboss

TheguydraggedZukoout..

Cowen:ActivatethebombNecklacefaith

Faith:Yessir!

Bongiwasbeggingforherlife..

Allthecrewwentoutandfaithactivatedthebombandwentouttoo,leavingBongialoneand

cryingthere..

Afterlike20mintherewasanexplosionandthecameraswentdown…



Iclosedthelaptopandputmyhandsonmymouth,whatisawtodayissurelygonnahauntme

forever…
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IknowCowenmeanswellbutwhatisawwasjusttoosensitiveanddramatic.Itistruewhat

theysay“karmaneverloosesanAddress”forallthebadyoudotootherpeople,itwillcome

backtoyou10timesmorepainful..

WhatZukoputmyfatherthrough,thenhavinghisMomdielikethatwasverysad,buttomeit

wasjusticeformeandmyfather…

IloveCowenwithallmyheart,andseeingthatsideofhimreallyisgonnamakemeabitscared

ofhimbuthehasn’tgivenmeareasontothinkthathemightbeabusivetowardsme…

Shabbacameandbroughtmewaterwithlemonsinit..

Me:Thankyou..

Him:Areyoualright?

Me:YaI’mfineShabba..

Itookasipofthatwater.

Him:maywenottellBragaaboutyouseeingwhatyouweren’tsupposedtosee?

Iexhaledandlookedathim..

Me:iwon’tbeabletolookhimintheeyeandactlikeididn’tseeanythingwhenidid,hewillsee

rightthroughme…

Shabba:I’llhavetostartplanningmyfuneralthen..

Me:iwon’tlethimkillyoudon’tworry..

Shabba:We’llseeaboutthat…

Me:Anywaydoyouhaveagirlfriend?

Helookedatme…

Him:Whataquestion

Me:inowtakeyouasmylittlebrother,soasabigsisteriwannaknowwhatgoesdowninyour

life..

Him:ifyoumustknow,Idon’thaveagf..



Me:Whyisthat?

Him:Doyouthinkthere’sanygirlwhowouldtoleratemydangerouslifestyle?

Me:iamtryingtogetusedtoCowenbeingBragaandbeingaSkull,I’msurethere’sagirlout

therewhocanunderstandandacceptyoutoo..

Him:idon’tknowaboutthat..

Me:Soyoutellingmethatyouhaven’tbeenlaidlately?

Him:Nowthaticannottalktoyouabout…

Hestoodupandwenttomakehimselfcoffee..

Me:ComeonShabba…

Him:iamnotsayinganything

Theelevatoropenedandmamakcamethroughfromtheelevator,lookedlikeshehadsome

grocerieswithher…

Her:Sorrythatitooklong,themallwasfull..

Sheputeverythingontopofthekitchencounter..Thenlookedatme.

Her:exceptforyourswolleneyes,youlookbetter..

Ilookedather.

Me:idofeelabitbetterthankyouMa..

Her:That’sgoodbecauseIamgoingtocookmyfamousbeefstew..

Shabba:thatsoundsyummy.Ihaven’thadahomecookedmealinawhile…

Me:Youwouldn’tveleyouabachelor..

Mamaklookedathim..

Mamak:ahandsomemanlikeyouissingle

Shabba:Yeap..

Mamak:HmmmmI’mthinkingyoucanchangeDlozi

Me:hellno…..

Shelookedatme..

Me:DloziwillstressShabba



Mamak:ngathisowuyaphapha(youbeingforwardnow)

Me:Ohwsorry

ShelookedatShabba..

Mamak:butmisscoverpagehasapoint,Dloziissomehow..

Shabba:iunderstandyouguystryingtohookmeup,butigotthis..

Me:Yougotitalright..

Mamak:Babydidyoueatanythingtoday?

Ishookmyheadno..

Her:I’llmakeyousomethingtoeat,maybesomesandwichwhileicook..

Me:I’llwaitforyoutocookMa..

Her:itwasn’tarequest,I’llmakeyouthesandwich..

Shabba:countmeintooplease..

Me:Shabba..

Him:Don’tstartFuniplease..

Theelevatoropenedagain,Cowen,faith,andOlonawalkedin..

Faith:iwastheonewhoputmoreeffortineverything..

Cowen:Whateverniggariangirl..

Olonalookedatme,ilookedathertoo..

Her:Funi..

IstoodupandmetherhalfwaythenweHuggedeachother..

Me:I’msorry,ishould’vetoldyouaboutZukofromtheverybeginning..

Shewastearingup,andsowasi..

Webrokethehugandsheputherhandsonmycheeks..

Her:Itsnotyourfaultsweety..

Ilookedather..

Her:ithoughtiwasgonnadie,ifitwasn’tforCoweni…Whatwasgonnahappenwithmy



daughter..

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Don’tthinklikethat,it’sover

SheturnedandlookedatCowen..

Her:Thankyousoomuch,idon’tknowhowyouguysworkorifit’sappropriateformetosay

thisbutmayGodblessyou..

Cowenjustsmiledather..

IwasexpectingCowentobewearingabloodytshirt,buthelookedcleanthinkhechanged….

Olona:Uhmithinkishouldgetbacktomydaughter..

Mamak:Nonsense,stayfordinner..

Olona:iwouldreallylovetooMabut,aftertodayireallywannabewithmydaughter..

Faith:I’llgiveyoualift..

Olona:Thankyou..

Me:Don’tworryabouttheboutiquemeandThaluewe’llkeepeverythingrunningtillyoureadyto

comeback..

Her:ThankyousoomuchFuni..

Me:Youwelcome..

ShehuggedmethenwentwithFaith….

Cowencameclosetome..

Him:Bubu

Islappedhimrightacrosstheface..

Him:Wtf?

Ilookedathimwithoutsayinganything..

Him:Lemeguess,yousawwhathappened?

Istilldidn’tsayanything..

Cowen:Shabba!!!

Shabba:inmydefenceitriedtostopher…



HetriedgoingtoShabbabutiblockedhisway..

Him:Funii..

Helookedashamed,didn’tknowwhattosay..

Him:i….

Iwalkeduptohimandjustkissedhim…

Mamak:respect!!

Iseparatedfromhim..

Me:iloveyou..

Hesmiledatme..

Him:iloveyoutoo,but…

Me:But?

Him:ImstillgonnakillShabba

Hemovedmeoutofthewayandwenttohim,Shabbarantheothersidethencameandstood

behindmemakingmehishumanshield…

Me:ReallyShabba?

Shabba:Yougotusintothismess…

Cowen:Funimove..

Me:Wellithinkyou..Youneedtogothroughmefirst..

Mamakcameandstoodnexttome..

Mamak:andme..

Shabba:ha!!!!WhatyougonnadonowBraga?

Cowen:Tagteamisee..

Hewentandgotoneofthecushionsonthecouchandstartedhittingus..

Me:That’showyouwannaplayit?

Weallwenttogetcushionsandstartedhittingeachotherwhilelaughing,runningaround,and

fallingwasjustafunmoment..
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Dinnerwasverydeliciousmamakreallyknowsherwayaroundthekitchen,sheisagreatcook..

Afterdinner,shewentstraighttobedwhileiwenttobathleavingCowenandShabbatotidyup

andwashdishestoo…

Wheniwasdonebathing,iwentdownstairstocheckuponthemandtheywerestillwashing

disheswhilerapping…….

Cowen:“Meandmyniggastrynagetit,yabish”

Shabba:“yabish”

Cowen:“Hitthehouselicktellmeisyouwithit,yabish”

Shabba:“yabish”

Cowen:“Homeinvasionwaspersuasive”

Shabba:“waspersuasive”

Cowen:“FromninetofiveIknowit’svacant,yabish”

Shabba:“yabish”

Idecidedtosurprisethemandjoinin…

Me:“backtorealitywepoor,yabish”

Theybothturnedandlookedatme,ihopeigotthelyricsrightbecauseihaveheardthesong

onlyonceortwice..

Shabba:“andyoudonebathing,yabish”

Cowenhithimatthebackofhishead..

Cowen:watchit..

Shabba:ithoughtwewerestillinthespiritofrapping..

Iwentandsatdownonthehighchair..

Me:YouseriouslyneedtogetlaidShabba..

Shabba:Mymyandhowdidiknowyouweregonnasaythat?

Cowengavehimaseriouslook..

Me:LeavemealoneShabba..



Cowendriedhishands..

Him:wantsomethingtoeatKoochikoo?

Shabbagiggled..

Me:Wheredoyougetallthisretardednamesfrom?

Hewenttothefridgeandgotcranberryjuice…

Him:Koochikoosoundsbetterthanchubbycheeks..

Shabbagiggledagain..

Shabba:But-her-cheeks..

Cowen:Eyyuzoswabajoh(you’llbesorry)

Me:Whatdoesbuthercheeksmean?

Shabba:itmeansthatyoubeautifulbutyourcheekscan’tsaymuch….

Iputmyhandsonmycheeks..

Me:Whataboutmycheeks?

Shabba:That’sallI’msayingfornow“but-her-cheeks”..

Cowenwentandputhishandatthebackofshabba’sneckandputhimfacedownonthe

kitchencounter..

Shabba:Ouch!..

Me:nowiseewhyhissingle..

Cowen:Iain’thearyousayinganythingShabbacanigetavow?

Shabba:FineI’msorry…

Cowenlethimgo..

IwasheartbrokenatwhatShabbasaid..

Me:YousayingI’muglyShabba?

Shabba:Noiwasjustjoking..

IlookedatCowen…

Cowen:Shabbaisjustbeingajerkbabydon’tmindhim..



Shabbalookedatmeandwinkedatme..

Shabba:iwasjustkiddingumuhlesaan(youbeautiful)

Me:YoujustsayingthatbecauseI’msadnow..

Shabba:I’mforreal,umuhle..”BabyWashington,ngathiuKeriWashington..besek’qalinkinga,

besekhali’stina”

Cowen:Eishung’khumbuzaphiskeem(youtakingmeback)

Both:“shewantmyding-lingufun’ukuyibambaanditmadeherswingandsingoohnananana

thewayyoushinentombozanyoungdiva

bathingiblindngobangibonawenakphela”

Ilookedatthemastheyweresinginganddancingnjejustbeingtooforward…

Thenaftertheystartedmakingnoise..

Shabba:EishKonjeyileskhathiusaphetheu..(It’sthattimeyoustillhad…)

CowenShookhisheadsignallingthathemuststop..

Shabbalookedatme..

Shabba:Eish..

Me:Qhubekayilesaskhathiasaphetheubani?(carryon,it’sthattimewhenhestillhadwho)

Shabba:ithinkishouldgo…

Cowen:Yaithinkthat’sagoodidea..

TheystarteddoingthoseGangsterhandshakes..

Shabba:I’llseeyoutomorrow..

Cowen:plusiwantyoutodriveFunitoworktomorrow..

Shabba:Aytcoolman

Helookedatme..

Shabba:I’llseeyoutomorrowmissbuthercheeks..

Itookthatbottleofcranberryjuiceandthrewitathim…

Him:iswearthere’stoomuchviolenceinthishouse…



Hetookhiscarkeysandstartedwalkingtotheelevator…

Shabba:layhertonight,sheneedsthatD-tox..

Cowenlaughed,ilookedathim..

Me:Itisnotfunnyatall..

Hebithislowerlipwhilesmiling..

Me:Don’tgetanyideas

Hecametomeandputhishandsonmyshoulderswhilekissingmeonmycheek..

Him:icanfeelsometensionandstress,youreallyneedthatD-tox

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Him:Whatdoyousay?

Hetriedkissingmebutiturnedmyfaceandthekisslandedonmycheek…

Him:Whatdididonow?

Ilookeddown..

Me:Nothing

Heputhishandsonmythighswhilekissingmeonmyforehead..

Him:idon’tlikeitwhenyoukeepsecrets..

Me:Fine,whatdidZukomeanwhenhesaid“doiknowabouttheskeletonsinyourcloset”

Him:MQ..MQ..ishould’vekilledhim,becauseevenwhenhisinICUhisstillthebiggestfactorin

ourrelationship…

Istartedbeingcheeky…

Me:Thenhisright,thereisskeletonsinyourcloset?

Him:Don’tgetcheekywithme..

Me:orwhatBraga?Yougonnabeatmeupandhavemedraggedacrossthefloorwithachain

aroundmynecklikeadog??

Helookedatme…

Him:Wow..

Me:AndwhatdidShabbameanbywhathesaid?Aretherebitchesinyourlifethatidon’tknow



aboutCowen??

Him:yaziniFuniicanseethatyoutired,thinkyoushouldgotobedandsleep..

HethenwentandthrewhimselfonthecouchandwatchedTV..

Me:Cowen!!!

Heincreasedthevolume..

Istoodupandwenttohim..

Me:Cowen!!!!

Him:Sorryican’thearyou!!

TheTVwasreallyloud..

Me:TurndownthevolumeI’mtalkingtoyou!!

Him:What???

Me:iain’tplayingrightnow..

Him:ican’thearyou!!!

Me:YousuchanAss!!!

Him:huh?What’shappeningSaturday???

Istoodthereandlookedathim…

Hethenlaughed…

Him:What’shappeningSaturday?

Ifeltthecornersofmymouthcurving,isoowantednottolaughbuthewasmakingithardfor

menottoo..

Heloweredthevolume..

Me:Goodnight..

Istartedwalkingaway,hewaslaughingveryloud..

Him:hereiwasthinkingyouweregonnaassassinateme,fromhowyougotoffthatchair..

Igavehimthemiddlefinger..

Him:Comebackandassassinateme…Assassinatemebitch!!!



Hecontinuedlaughing,andifoundmyselflaughingtooasiwaswalkingupthestairs…

PART60SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

[04/15,13:45]Ron:PART61SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

Iwokeupverylatethefollowingday.Ihadtoquicklypreparemyselfandgototheboutique..

Theboutiqueopensat09:00exactly,andatthattimeiwasrushingdownthestairs……

Shabbawassittingatthekitcheneatingbreakfast,withmamakbutteringmorebreadforhim…..

Shabba:yabomamak,ngcwelengawe(mamakilikeyou)…

Mamak:Aisukaugcwelengokudlakwaminotmina(youonlylikemyfoodnotme)..

Iputthefilesonthetablewithsketches..

Me:ohmywordiamverylate!

Mamak:haibowhereareyourmanners?

Me:SorryMa,howareyou?

Her:I’mgoodandyou?

Me:iamfinethanks..

IlookedatShabba..

Me:Let’sgo

Mamak:Notsoofastsisi,imadescrambledeggs,friedwors,andbaconsositdownandbrace

yourself..

Shabbawasenjoyinghimself..

Shabba:tastesreallygood.

Me:SorryMa,butiwillgetsomethingonmywaytotheboutique..

Her:Okay,whenyoucomebackhomeyouwon’tfindmehere..

Me:Sowuyahamba?(youareleaving)

Her:Yes,ihavetogohometomyresponsibilitie

s..



Me:That’ssad,I’mgonnamissyouthough..

Shecameandhuggedme..

Her:I’llcallyou

Me:ihopeso..

IlookedatShabba..

Me:Let’sgo..

Hetookthelastpieceofworsandthenwewent..

Wearrivedattheboutiqueatexactly10:00am…Thaluewasalreadywaitingforme.

Me:iamsoverysorry

Shesmiledatme..

Her:Itsokay

IgaveShabbamybagwhowasstarringatThalue..Thenitookoutthekeysandopened..

Me:Wehavealotofworktodotoday..

Her:I’mallhands..

IlookedatShabba..

Me:Thankyoufordrivingme

HewasstillstarringatThalue..

Him:noproblem..

Me:Youcango

Iguesshedidn’thearthatbecausehedidn’trespond.

Me:Shabba!

Helookedatme..

Me:Youcango..

Him:wha..Hellno!!

Me:Zukoisinhospital,wearesafe..

Heputmybagonthecounterthenwenttositdownonthecouch..



Him:iamnottakinganychances..

Hetookouthisphoneandstartedplayingwithit..

IlookedatThalue..

Me:Youcansteamironthejeans,thenunpackthenewTshirtswegot..Don’tforgettolayout

theSalesign..

Her:Yesmam..

Ithenwenttothebackofficeandstartedwiththefiling..

Ihadsoomuchtodo,whichwasaheavyburdenonmesinceOlonaisnotaroundtohelp..

Ineverknewhowdemandingrunningabusinessis…..

Ihadtodofillingforyesterday’sreceipts,ihadtodoSensitivetransactions,ihadtocallMarc

Jacobsforspecialorders…

Olonadoessomeofthedesigns,andthenshealsogetssomeofherclothesoverseasfrom

otherwellknowndesignersfromthere…….

Asiwasbusydoingbanking,iheardaknockatthedoorilookedanditwasThalue..

Her:Hey..

Me:hi

Her:Sorrytobotheryoubut..

Me:But?

Her:Itsveryhardformetowork..

Me:Whyisthat?

Her:Hisjustsittingthereandstarringatme,it’sveryintimidatinganduncomfortable….

Me:Who?

Her:him..

Me:ohwwShabba..

Her:Yes..

Me:I’llhandlehim..

Istoodupandwenttothefront..



Me:Shabba..

Helookedatme.

Me:Wouldyoubesookindastogobuymebreakfast?

Him:Now?

Iputmyhandonmytummy

Me:Yespleaseweareveryhungry..

Heexhaledthenstoodup..

Me:iwantslabchips,friedquarterchicken,atchaarand2Portugueserolls..

Him:That’saweirdcombination

Me:Areyougonnagetme?

Him:Yes..Ofcause..

HelookedatThalueforthelasttimeandthenbithislowerlip..

Me:Shabba!!!

Him:Imgoing

Hewent…

IlookedatThalue..

Me:Nicedress

Her:Thanks..

Me:Youlookgoodinred

Her:ItsmyFavouritecolour..

Ismiledandwentbacktothebackofficetocarryonwithmywork..

[THALUE]

Iwasholdingdownthefont.Wedidn’thavecustomersasyetsoistartedtosteamthejeans..

Asiwassteamingtheclothesiheardthedooropening..

Me:I’llberightthere..

Ididn’tevenlookattheperson..



Afterawhileifeltsomeonehuggingmefromtheback..

Iturnedaroundanditwasfaith,iremovedherhandsfromme..

Me:forthelasttimefaithiamnotalesbian

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoe..

Her:Youlooksosexyinthatdress..

IlookedaroundtomakesurethatFuniisstillattheback..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:Can’tivisitmylady..

Me:colleaguethatiswhatwearecolleagues..

Her:Finehaveityourway!!

Me:Whatdoesthebosssay?

Her:Hismadthatiamstillinthisclothes….sodidyougetanythingfromher?

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:Funiandiwenotthatcloseasyet..

Her:Youslacking!!Iwannabeoutofthisclothestheymakingmesick!!!!!!Iamabloodnota

skull!!!

Doyouknowhowharditisformetowearallblack???

Thalue:Youneedtocalmdown!!TellthegangI’mtrying..HowisOlona?

Her:she’llsurviveshe’sablood!!

Me:ihopeso

Faith:WecannothaveTheSkullsruling,theyovershadowingusnowandit’snotgood..The

Bloodsusedtoruleithasalwaysbeenlikethat!.
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#FUNI

IwassurprisedtoseeFaithintheboutiquewheniwenttothefront..

Me:Faith??



Her:HeyFuni..

Me:Howareyou?

Her:Goodandyou?

Me:I’mokay..Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:OhwCowensentmetocheckuponyou..

Me:That’sweirdbecauseShabbaishere..

Her:Heis?

Me:yaijustsenthimsomewhere..

Him:ohktheninthatcase,there’snoreasonformetobehere…

ShelookedatThalue,thenlookedatme….

Her:I’llseeyouaroundladies…

Shethenwent…

Me:Thatwasweird,Cowendidn’ttellmeaboutfaith..AnywaycanyoupleaseE-mailthisto

MarcJacobs..

Her:Okay

Istartedwalkingtothebackoffice..

Her:Funi..

Istoppedandlookedather…

Her:Didyoubringthesketches?

Me:Sketches?

Her:Remembertheoneswehavetosendtothefactorybefore13:00?

Ithitmethatileftthematthekitchencounter…

Me:ohhhwshit!!

Ilookedather..

Me:iforgotthemonthekitchencounterathome,I’llcallsomeonetogogetthemforme..

Her:icango..



Thalueisanicesweetgirl,butidon’tlikelettingstrangersinsidemyhome…..

Me:Nodarling,Ineedyouhere..

Iwenttothebackandgotmyphone,ithencalledCowen…Heansweredonthe4thring..

Him:Hello…

Me:Heyhoney..

Him:ididn’tcheckthecallerID,howismychubbycheeksdoing?

Me:Don’tstart..

Helaughed…

Him:What’supbaby?

Me:Areyoubusy?

Him:Youcouldsaythat,I’mjustwaitingforanotherpatienttocomein..

Me:Ohw

Him:What’swrong?

Me:iforgotsomesketchesathomeandithoughtyoucouldgetthemforme,ihavetosend

themtothefactorybefore13:00…

Him:ImsorrybububutafterseeingthispatientI’llhavetogotothehospital,I’llbeintheater

from12:00-18:00…

Me:That’sbad..

Him:AskShabbawhereishe?

Me:Hewenttogetmesomethingtoeat..

Him:idon’tknowthen..

Me:ItsfineI’llaskhim..

Him:Okaybubu..

Me:UhmCowen?

Him:Imstillhere

Me:DidyousendFaithtocomeandcheckuponme?

Him:ihaven’tspokentofaithinawhilenow..



Me:That’sstrangebecauseshewashere..Saidyouaskedhertocome..

Him:ididn’tsendherthere,idon’ttrustanyonenearyouotherthanShabba..

Me:That’sverystrange.

Him:I’llcallher,andI’llalsocallShabba…

Me:Okay..

Him:ihavetogo..

Me:Byehaveafruitfulday..

Him:I’llbedoinganoperationnothingfruitfulaboutthat..

Ilaughed..

Him:iloveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

Him:bothofyou

Me:Andweloveyoutoo,bothofus..

Him:Bye

Me:Bye

Ihungedup,andjuststaredatthewallthinkingabouthowblessediamtohaveCowenuntila

familiarvoicedisturbedmythoughts..

Voice:Sothisishowyourollnowhuh?

IlookedatthedooranditwasBrown..

Me:Ohwmyword,whatareyoudoinghere?

Istoodupandwenttohughim..

BrownandhisfiancéwenttoLondonwhenZukofoundoutthattheytheoneswhoweredigging

inhispast,sofortheirsafetytheyhadtogoinhidinguntilitwassafeforthemtocomeback…

Him:Lookatyoumyfriend..

Me:Nolookatyou,youlookverygood..

Wewentandsatdown..

Me:Sohowdidyoufindme?



Him:girl,myfiancéisaPIyouforgot?

Me:Ohwyaitdefinitelywasn’tthathardtofindme..

Her:Notatall…

Me:SohowwasLondon?

Him:itwasgood,can’tcomplain..

Me:Didyoumissme?

Him:alotwishedyouwerethere..

Me:nexttime

Helookeddown..

Me:What’swrong?

Him:it’snothing..

Me:ComeonBrown..

Hetookadeepbreath..

Him:iwenttothehospitaltoday..

Me:And?

Him:isawZuko

Me:uhmokay..

Him:HismakinggoodprogressFuni,hemightbeoutofthecomainnotime..

Me:What??

Him:Youcan’tkeepthedevildown

Me:iguesssoo..

Thosenewsiwasn’tpreparedforatall,ifitwereuptomeZukowouldbeinacomaforever…
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Iknockedofflateataround18:30.Wehadalottodoattheboutiquewhichtookverylong,my

feetwerekillingme,mybodywasAching..



Itwasjustcrazy.Alliwantedtodowastogethome,takealongbathandgotobedwithmy

manmassagingmyfeet….

ButmyplanswerecutshortwhenwehadtogoandmeetupwithCowenatsomerestaurant.

Wedon’tdomuchcookingathome,wemostlyliveontakeaways…

Me:Thaluethankyouverymuchfortoday,youwereoffgreathelp..

Shesmiledatme…

Her:iamjustgladthaticouldhelp..

Me:Tomorrowsameplaceandsametime.Ihopewe’llknockoffat17:00..

Her:ihopesotoo..

Me:Seeyoutomorrowthen..

Her:Okaybye..

Shabba:icandropyouoffathome

Thalue:Noneed,someonewillpickmeup..

Shabba:Boyfriend?

Her:somethinglikethat..

Shabba:eitheryou..

Me:Shabba!!

Shabba:Itsfinelet’sgo..

Me:ByeThalueI’llseeyoutomorrow

Her:ByeFuniandgetsomerest..

Me:Youtoo..

Wethenwalkedtoshabba’scar,andwenttomeetupwithCowen…

WegottotherestaurantandCowenwasalreadywaitingforus,healreadybookedatablefor

us..

Iwentuptohimandhuggedhim..

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:Justtired.



Him:Welllet’seatthenandgohomeafter,I’llgiveyouamassageofalifetime..

Ismiled.

Me:Youhavereadmymind..

Weallsatdownandlookedatthemenus..

Cowen:Shabbawhat’sthisihearaboutFaithshowingupattheboutiqueandclaimingthati

senthertocheckuponFuni?

Shabbalookedatme…

Shabba:Shedid?

Me:Yeswhileyouweregone..

Cowen:andwhywhereyougone?

Shabba:iwenttogetBut-her-cheeksovertheresomethingtoeat..

Igavehimaseriouslook..

Me:uzoswaba(you’llbesorry)

Cowen:Let’sjusteatandgo,mybabyistired..

Shabba:Whatyougonnahavebut-her…..ImeanFuni

Me:I’mgonnahavesomethingcallednoneofyourbusiness..

Cowenlaughed…

Shabba:Yougottastopbeingangry,it’snotgoodforthebaby..

Me:Whatever!

Weorderedsomethingtoeat,igotamealthathadslabchipsbecausethatwasmyobsession..

CowenandShabbagotSteaksandsalads..

Ialwaysenjoybeinginthepresenceofthistwomen.Theymakemelaugh,theymakemeangry,

theyirritatemesometimesbutilikebeingintheirpresenceandtheprotectionthattheygive

me……

Afterourmeal,weheadedstraighthomethistimearoundirodewithCowenwhileShabba

followedus..

Wegotthereandtooktheelevatorstraighttothepenthouse..Shabbawascrackingjokesas

alwaysintheelevatorandwewerebusylaughing………



Ourlaughseizedwhenwegottothepenthouse..

Somethingwasoff,theTvwasonandsomemusicvideowasplaying..

Iwasn’tveryfamiliarwithitbutitwasoneofthosehiphopsongsoftheirsitwentsomething

like:

“Longasmyniggasalright,thenwealright..Longasthedrinksonicethenwealright”..

Itwasreallyloud..

ShabbaandCowenlookedateachother,thentookouttheirguns..

IwassurprisedtoseethatCowentakeshisguntowork..

Istartedgettingabitscared,whatwashappening?Istheresomeoneinthehouse?

CowenlookedatShabba,thenpointedupstairs…

Shabbanoddedandslowlywalkedupstairs..

CowenkeptmebehindhimAllthetimewhilewemadeourwayaroundtheloungethenhe

turnedofftheTv,andwemadeourwaytothekitchen….

Theisnothingmorepainful,likenotbeingsafeinyourownhouse…

Isawaredbandanaonthekitchencounter,Cowentookitandreadthemessagethatwas

writtenthereinblack..

Cowen:Fuck!!!

Shabbacamebackfromupstairs..

Shabba:Nothingupstairs..

Assoonashegottous,Cowenthrewthebandanaathim..

Shabbacaughtitandread..

Shabba:Fuck!!!

Me:Fuckwhat??What’shappening?

ItookthebandanafromShabbaanditread:

“StayinyourLaneBraga”

Cowen:Shabba

Shabba:Yeah?



Cowen:Didyouguysinvadethewestside?

Shabba’stonguewastied,hedidn’tknowwhattosay..

Shabba:i..We..Well…

Cowenwentuptohim,andputhishandonshabba’sneck..

Cowen:I’mgonnaaskyouonelasttime!Didyouinvadethewestside?

Cowenwasstrong,Shabbacouldn’tgetCowen’shandoffhisneck…

AfterawhileCowenletgo,andShabbastartedcoughing..

Shabba:thecrewhitBarclayslastnight..

Cowen’seyespoppedout..

Cowen:Wtf!!!!!!…

Ihadnocluewhatwashappening..

Cowen:ThelastthingiwantisRileyandhiscrewonmyback!!WhydidthecrewRobAbsa?

Absaisnotourbank!!..

Hestartedpacingupanddown..

Cowen:Whocalledthiswholeoperation?Becauseihadnothingtodowithit!…

Shabba:Faa..Faith..

Cowen:SincewhendoesFaithruntheSkulls?Soyouguyslistentofaithnowhuh?

Hestartedwalkinguptoshabbaandistoppedhim…

Me:Cowen..

Helookedatme..

Him:Stayoutofthis…

Cowen:Howmuchdidyouguysscore?

Shabba:50million

IturnedandlookedatShabba..

Me:50millincash?

Him:YoualreadyBut-her-cheeks,don’tbebut-her-brainstoo..



Me:ishould’velethimfuckyouup..

Westartedarguing..

Cowen:Eyyidon’thavetimeforyournonsenserightnow!!!

Wekeptquiet…

Hetookouthisphoneanddialledsomenumber,heputitonloudspeaker..Theperson

answered,wasmorelikehewaswaitingforthecall…

Person:Braga…

Cowen:Sniper..

Sniper:gotmymessageisee..

Cowenclearedhisthroat..

Cowen:iheardaboutwhatmycrewdid,iwannamakeitright..

Sniper:Youknowwhattodo..

Cowen:ican’tgiveyouthemoney..

TheSniperlaughed..

Sniper:Bragadon’tstartsomethingyouwon’thandle..

Braga:Youain’tgettingthemoney..

Sniper:Youwannaplaythisthehardwayisee…HowisFanzi,feni..Funi..What’shername

again?

Cowen’sjawdropped..

Cowen:HowdoyouknowaboutFuni?

Sniper:Youshouldknowmebynow..

Braga:Stayawayfrommyfamily..

Sniper:Dotherightthing!

Hethenhungedup..IlookedatCowen..

Shabba:WhyisitthatRileyAlwayshastogoforhisopponent’sfamily?Whycan’themanup

andfacehisenemystraight…

Cowenignoredhim,helookedasiflikehewasindeepthoughts..



Shabba:Braga?

Cowen:Let’sjustgivehimthemoney..

Shabba:ithiuyadlala(tellmeyouplanning)

Cowen:ihavealotonmyplate,MQisabouttorecoversoonineedtoconcentrateonthat,ican’t

haveTheBloodsonmyback..

Hestartedwalkingaway..

Cowen:givehimthemoney!

IlookedatShabba..

Me:WhoisTheSniper?

Him:LeaderoftheBloods,justlikeCowenistheleaderoftheSkulls..

Me:Hesoundsdangerous….

Shabba:Youhavenoidea..

WhenCowenwalkedawayicouldseethathewasverydown,soidecidedtogoupstairsand

checkuponhim…..

.

Istoodatthedoorway,hewassittingonthebedwithhisshirtunbuttonedandhewasbusyon

hisphonethathedidn’tnoticeme..

Me:“wegotthatGangsterlovenothingcancomebetweenus”

Helookedatmeandsmiled..

Iwenttositnexttohimandlaidmyheadonhisshoulder…

Him:SomeoneIsbetrayingme,idon’tdowellwithbetrayal..

Me:Howso?

Him:forRileytoknowthatmycrewrobbedBarclayslastnight,someoneontheinsidemust

havetoldhim..

Me:Yooh..

Him:ihavearatinmycrew..

Me:Whodoyoususpect?

Cowen:Faith..



Me:Faith?

Cowen:I’msuspectingfaithisablood…Rileyputoneofhisowninmycrew..

Me:Whywouldfaithbetrayyouthough??

Him:Imnotmuchofalikableperson..

Me:Sowhatyougonnadotoher?

Him:idon’tknowyet..

Ireallydidn’texpectthatfromfaith..
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[3monthslater]

Alothaschangedinaperiodof3months..

Cowendidfindoutthatfaithwasbetrayinghim.ShewasintheSkullsbutherloyaltywaswith

theBloods…Notonlywasfaithruledoutarat,butitwasalsofoundedthatOlonaandThalue

werealsopartoftheBloodgang….

Olonabeingabloodcameasashocktome.Tothinkthatitrustedher,imadeherafriend,I

keptherclosetomyheart,ievenhadherrescuedandallalongshewastakingmeforaride…

Iwasbeyondhurtiwon’tlie,ithoughtifoundfriendshipinherkantiallalongshewasjustusing

mesothatherandhercrewcanbringdowntheSkulls…

Cowendidn’ttellmewhathedidtothem,iaskedhimseveralTimesandallhesaidwas“it’s

bestifyoudon’tknow”…

Iknewthathedidsomethingtothembecauseineverheardawordfromanyofthemeversince

thatincidenthappened…

Ihadmyheartintotheboutique,soCowendecidedtobuyitformefromtheBloodsofwhich

theychargedhimalotofmoneythatwewentbrokeandwenowdependantonhissalaryonly…

IfeltlikeRileychargedhimthatlumpsumofmoneyonpurposejusttoamusehimself,ireally

didn’tlikehim…

TheBloodsandTheSkullsmadeatrucethattheywillstayoutofeachother’swaybecauseif

theyturnallofthisintoWar,itwouldbeawarthatwe’llendupverybadandinnocentpeople

frombothpartieswouldhavetopaywiththeirlives.Sotheydecidedtomakeatrucebecause

noneofthemwaspreparedforthat…

Myboutiquewasnotmakinganymoney,assoonaspotentialclientsheardthatOlonaisno



longertheowner,theypulledoutbecausetheydidn’thavemuchfaithinmesinceiwasan

amateurinthiswholefield.Thatmadeourfinancialstrugglestobeworse..

Notonlywastheboutiquenotmakingmoney,butiwasindebtbecauseallthedesignerclothes

fromoverseasOlonadidn’tpayforthemasyet,andicouldn’ttakethembacksoiwasvery

muchdrowningindebt…

Toeasemyfinancialtroubles,ihiredayoungladywhohadactuallywenttoVarsitytostudy

Fashiondesign,butthenhadtostayathomeaftergraduatingbecauseshecouldn’tgetajob..

Shewasveryhappywheniofferedherthejob,iwaspayingherR5000amonth,offwhichcame

fromCowen’ssalary….

HernamewasDimakatsobutwecallherDimaandiwasveryhappytohaveheraroundshe

wasasweetanddedicatedyounglady…

Shedidn’tevenmindbeingpaidpeanutsshewasjusthappytohavefoundajob,atleastthis

willgainherabitofexperienceincaseshewouldwannagoandworksomewhereelseinthe

nearfuture..

Iwasnow2monthsandacoupleofweekspregnant,althoughCowenandiwewerestruggling

financiallybutourliveswereverypeaceful.WewerefreefromtheBloods,andfreefromZuko….

Ihaven’theardanythingfromZuko,becausetheytransferedhimtoanotherhospital….

ItwasaMondayafternoon,wasjustabouttohit13:00andiwassittinginmyofficelookingat

ourfinancialrecords…

Theonlymoneywemadewaswhenpeoplecameintobuy,andthatmoneywasn’tenough.You

wouldfindthatwemake25000aweek,andthatmoneywillhavetogoandcovermydebts…

Dimawalkedintomyofficeasiwassittingtherescratchingmyheadtryingtomakesenseof

everything..

Her:ithinkthatyouneedtotakeabreak..

Shewasholdingapaperbag..

Shecameandputitonmytable..

Her:Lunchfromyourfiancé..

YeapCowenfinallyputaringtoit..heproposedafewweeksago,andhowheproposedmadeit

veryhardformetosayNobecausehedidinfrontofhiswholefamilywhenwevisitedthem…..

Unfortunatelywecouldn’tplanourweddingasyet,wewillhavetoputthatonholduntilour

financialproblemsaresorted…

Iwentthroughthepaperbag,anditwaschips,withchicken,rolls,andjuicejustwhatineeded..



Shesatdownacrossme..

Her:Areyouwinning?

Ishookmyheadno..

Her:Canihavealook?

Igaveherthebooksandshewentthroughthemasiwaseating…

IlikeDimabecausenotonlyisshesweetanddedicated,butshe’ssmarttoo..

[AFTER5MIN]

Her:Pleasedon’tfindthisdisrespectful..

Ilookedather..

Her:ithinkiknowhowtoeaseyourfinancialburdens..

Ialmostchockedonmychips,howcanshefindasolutiontomyproblemsoquickly..Imeani

havewentthroughthosebooksforaweekandIcouldn’tfindanysolution..

Her:firstofallithinkthatweshouldcutthedesignerclothesfromOverseas,that’swhat’s

Killingyoumostly…

Me:ican’tdothat..

Her:Whyselloffsomeone’sworkandnameifyoucanselloffyourown?

Ilookedatherconfused..

Her:Look,ifyousellanythingforMichaelKors,youactuallygettinghimmorecustomersand

youmakinghimrich.Lookatthisway,ifI’mwearingsomethingmadebyMichaelkors,andmy

friendslikeithowmanyofthemwouldactuallycomehereandbuytheitem?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Her:Exactly,whycomehereandbuyitatanexpensivepricewhileyoucanjustorderonlinefora

lesserpriceexcludingtheshippingprices…

Ihatetoadmitit,butshewasright..

Her:icandraftsketchesforyou,thenyousendtothefactoryandtheydesigntheclothesfor

you..Yesyoumightloserichcustomersbutheystartyourownbrandratherthanworkingon

someoneelse’sbrand…

Ilookedather..

Me:Wherehaveyoubeenallmylife?



Shechuckled..

Her:I’llcomewiththesketchestomorrowsothatyoucantakealookatthemandseeifyoulike

them..

Me:Pleasedo..

Shestoodup..

Her:LetmegobacktothefrontbeforesomeonecomesinandSteals..

Me:You’llgoforlunchafterihavefinishedmylunch..

Her:Noit’sokay,ialreadyateapieearliersoI’mstillfine..

Ilookedatherandsmiled..

Me:ThankyouforbeinganAngelinmylife..

Her:Thankyouforgivingmethisjob..

Shesmiledatmeandwentbacktothefront,whileicontinuedeating..

[ZUKO]

Ihadjustfinishedmyphysiosession,myphysiotherapististeachingmehowtowalkagain..

Theroadtorecoveryisnoteasy,alotofdamagewasdonetomethatphysiotherapyandspeech

therapyhadtointervene…

Boththetherapistsandthedoctorswereveryimpressedwithmyrecoveryandhowdedicatedi

was,imeanihadtobededicatedifiwantedtogetoutofhere..

Myphysiotherapistputmebackonmywheelchair,afterourintensesessionmylegswere

paining…

IlookedatFuni’spictureonthewall…Iamdoingthisforher,ineedtomakeafullrecoveryso

thaticangetmyBunjuback..

Me:Canwegoagainfor5min?

Shelookedatme..

Her:NoMQweshouldn’toverdoit,youwillstrainyourmusclesandthenwewillbebackto

squareone..

Shelookedatthepicturetoo…

Her:Someonewhomeansalottoyou?



Inodded..

Her:ihaven’tseenhercomingtovisittoyou..

Me:That’sbecause…

KnowingthatFuniishappywithanotherman,especiallymyenemybringsoutthedevilinme…..

She’ssupposedtobewithme,tobehappywithmeandnooneelse….

Iwheeledmyselftothewallandilookedatherpictureagain.Theragebuiltupinsideofme,i

wasbeyondangry,ifeltlikeiwantedtomurdersomeone..

Me:DamnyouBraga!!She’smine!!!

Iamnotgonnaletthatfoolwin,never!
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[FUNI]

Dimaandiknockedoffearlyat16:00.Therewasn’tmuchtodo,andwehadnocustomers

either..

Dima:Tomorrowiwillcomewithafewofmysketches..

Me:Yespleasedon’tforget..

Her:iwon’t…

Me:Seeyoutomorrow..

Istartedwalkingaway..

Her:Funi..

Istoppedandlookedather,shethencameuptome..

Her:I’mreallysorrythatwehadtocutanddoawaywiththeDesignerclothes,butthat’stheonly

waywegonnasavetheboutique..

Me:iunderstandyourintentionsbehindthatandidon’tblameyou..

Shesmiledatme..

Her:I’llseeyoutomorrowthen

Me:TomorrowitIs..



Shewalkedawayallexcited..

OkaynowiamstartingnottobesureaboutDima..Sheistoosweet,sheistooinvolvedin

savingmyboutique.It’sjustunusualforsomeonetogothismuchintohelpingsaveaboutique

thatisdrowningfardownatthebottomoftheseaandexpectnotmuchofapay,something

wasjustoff…..

WhatOlonaandThaluedid,mademetohavelesstrustinpeople…

Iwenttomymazda3,iunlockeditandwentinside…

Cowenwantedtobuymeanewcarbutbecauseourfinancialproblemshedecidedtogiveme

hismazda3…

Ihadgottenmylicenseafewweeksback,soiwaslegaltobeontheroad……..

Asiwasonmywayhomeiwasbusythinkingaboutrandomthings,untilsomethinghitmy

mind…

WhenmyGynaecologistDrNorasentasampleofmyurinetothelabtobetestedtheresults

camebackpositiveandthatiwas2monthsand3weekspregnant..Thatwasveryoddishould

beatleast3monthsandacoupleofweekspregnant,ishouldbeapproaching4monthsjudging

fromthepregnancytestsitook….

Igothome,andCowenwassittingatthetablewithhislaptopandafewdocuments..

Me:ithoughtyou’llbeatwork..

Him:idecidedtotakeadayoff,needtocatchuponmystudies…

Me:Ohw..

Ithrewmybagonthecouchandwentuptohim..

Me:Whatareyoustudying?

Hepulledmecloserandkissedmytummy,withhishandaroundmywaist…

Him:Justsomecomplicatedish..

Ipulledthechairnexttomeandsatdownnexttohim..Ithenlookedathim..

Him:amiintrouble?

Me:Noineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething..

Him:Okay..

Me:Rememberwhenishowedyouthepregnancytestssomewhileback?



Henoddedhishead..

Me:Howcomethelabresultscomebacktomebeing2monthspregnant,ain’tisupposedtobe

farahead?

Him:DrNoraactuallyE-mailedmethelabresults…

Me:Shedid?

Him:Yayesterday..

Me:Youguysarebacktodiscussingmeagain?

Him:it’snotlikethat…

Me:Itslikewhatthen?

Him:We…

Hekeptquietandlookedatmeforawhile..

Him:Canwegobacktothepregnancysituation..

Me:Okay,butwesurelygonnacomebacktothistopic..

Him:Wereyouonsomebirthcontrolmethod?

Me:Yaihavebeenusingpentagonbutithinkiskippedafewdates..Mylasttimewhenihadit,i

don’treallyremember..

Him:Whereyouusingtheonefor2or3months?

Me:3months..

Him:Damn!!

Me:Whyismybabygonnabeaffected?

Him:Nothatoneishardtoweanoff..

Ilookedathim..

Him:ioncehadapatientwhowasonthat,butsinceshewasreadytostartherownfamilyshe

stoppedusingit..Shecameregularlytocomplainthatit’sbeen3monthssinceshewasweaned

offthepentagonbutstillshecan’tfallpregnancy..Someotherpeopleittakeslongerforiftoget

outoftheirsystemhenceyourdelayedpregnancy..Idon’tthinkyoufellpregnantthefirsttime

wehadunprotectedsex…

Me:Butthepregnancytest?



Him:Pregnancytestsarenot100%accuratesameasbirthcontrolmethods,that’swhyi

should’vetakenyoutoNoraafterthatpregnancytestsotheycoulddoalabtest…

Me:Butwhatcould’vemadethepregnancytesttosaypositive,whileiwasnotpregnant…

Him:ithinkyoururinehadtracesofCorpusleutum,that’swhatmadeittobeinaccurate..

Me:Huh?

Him:ThepituitaryglandattheBaseofyourbrainbringsaboutalotofhormones..Tellmedid

youlearnaboutthemenstrualcycleatschool?

Me:Welli…Coweniwasstudyingtopassatschoolandnottoremember..

Hechuckled..

Him:Wellthere’scertainhormonesthatplayaroleinthemenstrualcycle,suchasFollicle

stimulatinghormone,lutenisinghormone,Oestrogen,andprogesterone..

Me:Okay..

Him:ThetwomajorhormonesareOestrogenandProgesterone..Oestrogenbeingresponsible

tobringaboutmenstruation,andprogesteroneresponsibletobringaboutPregnancy..Areyou

stillwithme?

Me:Yes..

Him:Whentheovumhasmatured,theovarywillreleaseitanditwillgotothefallopiantubes..

Wecallethatovulationwhichhappensonday14..progesteronewillincrease,andOestrogenwill

decreasebecausepregnancycanaccouratanytime,youatahighriskoffallingpregnantand

thenthat’swhenafemalewillsecretCorpusleutumayellowishfluid..SotheOvumwillwait

thereinthefallopiantubesforaspermatozoatofertiliseit,andiffertilisationdoesn’toccur

afterafewdaysprogesteronewilldecreaseandOestrogenwillincreasebringingabout

menstruation.TheunfertilizedOvumwillbeshedtogetherwiththeEndometrium..Soinyour

caseyouknowthatpentagonbringsabouttheimbalanceofhormonesandirregular

menstruation…..

WhentheOvumwasstillmaturinginyourovary,theluteinizinghormonesecretedCorpus

leutumthenthat’swhatthepregnancytestdetectedonyoururinemakingitinaccuratewhile

therewasn’tovulationthattookplacebecausetheremighthavestillbeentracesofpentagonin

yoursystem….

Me:Soovulationdidn’ttakeplace?

Him:Notherewasjustanimbalanceofhormonesmakingprogesteronetodominateover

oestrogenthat’swhereconfusioncameaboutinyourreproductivesystem..The

miscommunicationofyoursexhormones..



Iwon’tlieiwasveryconfusedallthismedicalandbiologicaltermswentinoneearandcame

outoftheotherear..

Me:Amipregnantorwhat?

Helaughed..

Him:Youarepregnant,2monthsand3weekspregnant…

Me:Thehormonesarenotplayingwithmeright?

Him:Notheynot..

Me:Thengood..

Ilookedathim..

Me:ithinkishouldcook,imeanwecan’taffordtomisusemoneyonTakeaways..

Helookeddown..

Him:Yeaprobably..

ThisfinancialstrugglewasreallykillingCowen,notbeingabletoprovideformeandhisfamily

likeheusedtoobeforemadehimfeellessofaman..Althoughhetriednottoshowit,buti

couldseeitwaskillinghiminsideofwhichitwaskillingmetoo.Imeanifeelresponsiblefor

everythingheboughtthatBoutiqueformeandnowit’snotmakingmoney,iswearatthat

momentifeltlikemeetingupwithRileyandgivinghimapieceofmymind…

[ZUKO]

Iwassittingonmybedwithmylaptop,justbecauseiwasinhospitaldoesn’tmeanthaticannot

runmycompany..

Iwascheckingthefigures,ifmycompanywasmakingmoneyorlosingmoney..Fortunatelyit

wasmakingmoney,guessihavethebestteam..

Iwasdisturbedbysomeoneclearingtheirthroat,ilookedatthedooranditwasZakes..

Him:Ntwana..

Me:Yeahdog..

Him:Zithini?

Me:AhhI’mgettingthere

Iclosedmylaptop..

Me:ihopeyouhavegoodnews..



Him:straighttobusinesshuh?

Me:Youknowidon’tlikegames

Him:ididfindsomeonewhocanbringdownBragaforyou,andhiscrew..

Me:Itsabouttime!!

Him:There’sonlyoneproblem..

Me:Idon’twannahearproblemsdogiwantsolutions..

Him:Histhebestigotfornow..Problemishisinjail..

Me:Thenwe’llbailhimout..

Him:That’swheretheproblemis..Hegotlifewithoutthepossibilityofparole..Heisnotcoming

out..

That’sjustGreat,Zakesisveryuselesstome..

Zakes:But..

Me:But?

Hehandedmeanenvelope,iopeneditandwaspictures..

Me:Fuckhowdidyougetthis?

Him:ihavemyways..Ithinkwecanbreakthemupwiththatfornowuntilwefindawayto

breakoutourmainmanoutofjail..

Ilookedatthepicsandsmiled..

Me:idoubtedyouatfirstBra,butthis..Shit!!!

Him:It’sakiller..

Me:ifFunithinksI’mevilwaituntilsheseeswhatherMrperfectiscapableoff..

ThiswasmytickettogettingFuniback..
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#FUNI

Cowenandiweresittingonthecouch,andwatchingTV…

Hewaslayinghisheadonmythighs,andiwasplayingwithhisshortsofthair…



WewerewatchingsometypicalcrimeSeriesthatheliked,andiwasthinkingmostlythan

watching….

Me:Cowen..

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Me:I’mthinkingofsellingtheboutique..

Him:Whywouldyouwannadothatfor?

Me:It’stheonethat’sKillingus..

Imeanyouboughtitforahighpriceandit’snotmakingusanymoney…

Him:Don’tbecrazy…

Me:But..

Him:NoFuniidon’twannahearit..

Me:Whycan’tyouseethingslikeido?

Him:Whydoyouhavesuchlittlefaithinyou?

Me:Cowen..

Him:Nobubuiboughtyouthatboutiquebecauseit’syourdream..Ibelieveyoucanturnitinto

somethingbig,nowwhatyouneedtodoistobelieveinyourself…

Me:Butiamdrowningindebts..

Him:NobusinesswasstartedinaneasyWay….Someotherpeoplehadtoquittheirjobsandsell

theirpropertiestomaketheirdreamsareality..Youhavethepotentialtomakeyourboutiquea

success,andyoualsohavethepotentialtodestroyit…

Ihatethathisalwaysright..

Me:ihatethatyoualwaysright..

Heputhishandaroundmyneckandpulledmecloser,thenhekissedme..

Him:ibelieveinyou,neverforgetthat..

Ismiledathim,ashesmiledatmetoo….

Me:Letmegobathandsleep,tomorrowihaveanearlymorning..

Him:Okay..

Me:plusDimawantstoshowmesomeofherdesigns..



Him:soundslikethisDimapersonisverycommitted..

Me:Sheis,andthatscaresmealot…

Him:Why?

Me:WellrememberhowitrustedOlonaandFuni,thenrememberwhathappened?

Him:Don’tletwhathappenedbetweenthosetwomakeyounottotrustanyone..

Me:WellwewillseeastimegoesonifDimaissincere…..

TheelevatoropenedandShabbawalkedin…

Shabba:waduplovebirds?

Me:Can’tyoujustpresstheintercomandwaitforustotellyoutocomeupstairs,whycan’tyou

belikeeveryoneelse?

Helookedatmeforawhilewithoutsayinganything…

Him:Okay…Anywaythiscameinforyou,theDeliverymancouldn’tmakeitupstairs…

Itwasabrownenvelopethataddressedtome…

Cowen:WhatIsthat?

Me:idon’tknow…

Him:Wellopenit..

Ilookedatit..

Me:probablymorebills..

Shabba:iforgotthatyouguysaredrowningIndebt..

Me:WhateverShabba!!..Lemejustgoandbaththengotobed..

Istartedwalkingtothestairs..

Shabba:But-her-cheeks..Iheardthere’sanewsexypairoflegsatyourboutique..

Me:StayawayfrommyassistantShabba…

Shabba:Howdoistayawaywhenihaven’tevenseenher?

Me:Stayaway!!!

Isaidthatwhilewalkingupstairstobath…ilookedattheenvelopeonemoretime,thenjust

stuffeditinmydrawer…



Ithenwenttotakearelaxingbath..

#FUNI

Icouldn’tsleepatalliwaswaitingfornewsthatFunileftBragaafteropeningthatenvelope,but

iheardnothing…

Itwasveryfrustrating,sheshould’vegottheenvelopebynowandhadopenedit..What’staking

hersoodamnlong???

ItookmyphoneandcalledZakesimmediately..Heansweredonthesecondcall..

Him:MQ..

Me:WhyisFunistillwithBraga?

Zakes:idon’tfollow..

Me:Wastheenvelopesent?

Him:Yesididsendit..

Me:Thenwhat’stakingsofuckenlong?

Him:ihavenoideaman..

Ihungedup,idon’tlikeitwhenthingsdon’tgomyway..Tomorrowimustgetoutofhereandgo

handleeverythingmyself..

Iwon’tlieineedthebestandthestrongestInthisGangstergametobringBragadown..

Nightmaresofwhathedidtomeandmymotherstillhauntme,icannotfacehimalone,yesi

amscaredtofacehimalonehewillcrushmelikeabug….

IlaidinmybedthinkingaboutwhatZakessuggested,maybeishouldtakehisofferandgoget

thispersonfromjail…

#FUNI

Thefollowingmorning,iwokeupandpreparedmyselfforwork..

Ihadnomotivationtogototheboutiquewhatsoever,butheyihavetodowhatihavetodo…

Iopenedmydrawertogetmylipstickandisawtheenvelope..Itriedignoringitbuticouldn’t

anymore,curiositywaskillingmelikeitkilledacat…

Itookitoutandopenedit,therewaspicturesinsideitookthemoutandlookedatthem….

Myheartstoppedbeatingforaminuteortwoasilookedatthosepictures..Idon’tknowif

someonewasplayingmindgamesorwhatbutthosepicsdrainedmystrength,theymademy



kneesweakandtheymademyheartskippedabeateverysecond….

Thewasanotethataccompaniedthepics..Anditread:

“ipaidDrCowentoputtheparasiteinyourfather’sheart,CowenakaBragaisnotwhoyouthink

heis,andthepicturesproveit”..
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IwasstillholdingthepicturesindisbeliefwhenCowenwalkedin..

Him:Iforgotmylaptop..

Isatdownonthebed,beforeifaint……

Helookedatme..

Him:Areyoualright?

Apanicattackcreepedinimmediately..Thisisamanthatilovewithallmyheart,andhekilled

myFather….

Hecametome..

Him:What’swrong?

Mythroatwasn’traisinganywords..Ihandedhimthepicturesandhelookedatthem….

Him:Wtf,wheredidyougetthis??Doyouknowthatthepersonwholeakedthiscanget

arrested?..

Ilookedathim,withtearsinmyeyes..

Me:That’smyfather..

Him:Ohw..I’msorryforwhathappenedtohim..

Me:Youshouldbesorryforkillinghim!!…

Helookedatmeveryshocked..

Him:What???

Me:Cowendidyoukillmyfather?

Helookedatmeforawhile,andthensentoutalaugh…

Him:What’stheuseofexplainingifyoualreadymadeupyourmindaboutme..



Helookedatthepicturesagain…

Him:Seewhathisdoingtous?

Me:OhhhpleaseCowendon’tpaintthisonhim!!Thispicturesshowyouoperatingmyfather!!Is

thistheskeletonshewastalkingabout?

Him:doyoustilllovehim?

Ilookedathimnotbelievingwhathejustaskedme..

Him:Hereyouaredefendingandtakinghissidethanmine,sameshityoudidwithTamara!!

Me:That’sdifferent..

Him:idon’tknowwhat’stheuseofourrelationshipifwedon’thavetrust.Norephrasethat,you

don’ttrustme!!

Me:Ohhhhsoyouwantout?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:YouwantoutCowen?

Him:Ineversaidthat..

Me:Thenwhatareyousaying,Braga?

HegavemethatseriouslookhealwaysgivesmewhenIcallhimwiththatname..

Hewentandtookhislaptop..

Him:I’llseeyouwhenigetback.

Me:Youwon’tfindmehere!

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Me:Thisishard,butit’sbestforthebothofus…ithinkweshouldendourrelationship…

Hekeptquietforaverylongbeforesayingsomethingonmystatement…

Him:isthatwhatyouwant?

That’snotwhatiexpectedhimtosay,ithoughthewasprobablygonnafightformeandallthat..

Me:Y..Yes..

Thatwordwashardtoutter..

Helookeddown,thenlookedatmeagain..



Him:ifthat’swhatyouwant,I’llgowithit..

Hethenwalkeduptothedoor..

Me:Soyounotevengonnafightforme?

Him:Youfightwithsomeonewhoiswillingtofightwithyou..YouconfusedFuni,youlovemeat

thesametimeapieceofyourheartbelongstohim..Iamnotlikehim,I’mnotgonnapullouta

gunonyouandbeatyoutodeathtomakeyoustaywithme….ifleavingmefeelsrighttoyou

thenthere’snothingicando…..

Iwon’tlie,atthatmomentifeltlikemyheartwasrippedoutofmychest..IloveCowenandit

hurtsleavinghim,butatthesametimehisrightidon’ttrusthim…

Heopenedthedoor,andbeforehewalkedouthelookedatme..

Him:iloveyouFuni,andiwillneverhurtyou..Especiallynotlikethis..

Heclosedthedoorandwent..Tearswerenowflowing,ifeltbroken,hurtihadallthose

uncomfortablefeelings….Thistrulyhurts…

[ZUKO]

Thedoctorwasbusylookingatmewhilewritingmyprescription..

Him:MrMqela..

Me:isaidiwillrecoverathome,andiwill..

Ihadmywalkingstickwithme,istillcouldfeeltheexcruciatingpaininmylegsbutonethingi

wasn’tgonnaacceptistobewheelchair-bound..

Dr:Youarestrainingyourself,youstillneedtobeinawheelchairfor..

Me:Eyykhawubhalendifunauk’goduka..(justwriteiwannaLeave)…

ZakescameinasiwasarguingwiththeDoctor..Zakesismoreofapuppettomethanan

actualfriend,hetellshimselfthathismyfriendbutI’musinghim…

Zakes:Areyouready?

Me:yaijust…

Allofasuddenifeltlikeiwasgonnacollapse,mylegsweregivinguponme..Thedoctorcame

toholdmeandsatmeonthewheelchair..

Dr:ThisiswhatI’mscaredoff..Youcomingalrightbutstrainingyourself,youmightrelapse..

Me:signthedamnthingsoicango!!!



HefinishedthePrescriptionandhandedittome..

IlookedatZakes,hetookmythingsandwheeledmeoutofthehospital…

Me:iamthinkingweshouldpassbyattheprisontoseeyourfriend..

Zakes:Areyousureaboutthat?

Me:Haveieverbeenunsureaboutanything?

Him:I’lltakeyouthere..

Me:Good..

Icannotwaittoseethisguy,maybehecanbewhatIamlookingfor…

[FUNI]

Ihadpackedmythings,iwasleavingCowenforreal..

Ihavebeendrivingaroundnotknowingwheretogo.IthoughtofgoingtoJozibutmeandher

haven’tbeentalking,gonnabeawkwardjustshowingupwithbags…..

Brownwouldn’tmindhavingmearound,butidon’twannabeaburden..

Afterdoingalotofthinking,onepersoncametomymind..Itookmyphoneandcalledhim,lucky

formehedidn’ttakelongtoanswer..

Shabba:Shabshere..

Icouldn’tspeak,iwascrying..

Shabba:Hello??

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:ItsFuni..

Him:HeyFuni,areyoualright?

Me:No..I’m..Iamcurrentlyhomeless..

Helaughed..Butstoppedlaughingwhenheheardmecrying..

Him:Areyouserious?Whathappened?

Me:Longstory..

Him:Okaycometomyflatandwe’llsortthisout..I’llSmsyoutheaddress..

Me:Thankyou..



IhungedupandheSmsedmetheaddress…

[ZUKO]

WegottoModabbeePrison,andweweresittingatthevisitingareawhilewaitingforthisguy…

Ilookedaroundandthiswasnoplaceforapersontofindthemselvesin,justbeingherevisiting

givesmethecreeps…..

Thedooropened,andtheguardusheredhimin……

Bothhishandsandfeetwerechained,wehadtohaveatleast3Guardspresenttherebecause

heisruledasthemostdangerousthuginsidethere…

Hesatdownoppositeus..Iwon’tliethisguyscaredmealittle..

Zakes:Laizermyman..

Zakesextendedhishand,buttheniggajustlookedatit…Zakeswithdrew..

Zakes:ZuksthisisMpumeleloNkosi,buttheycallhimLaizer,andtheladiescallhimLaiLai..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Nicetomeetyou..

Hedidn’tsayanything,hethenlookedatZakes…

Him:Ubekwayinila?(whatareyoudoinghere)

Zakeslookedatme,thenlookedathim..

Zakes:We..Businessbroughtushere…

Laizer:Nomayiniang’gcwalisaan(whateveritis,I’mnotinterested)..

Zakes:AhhhhLaizerNtwana..

Laizerstoodup,ilookedatZakesandheshruggedhisshoulders…
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IgottoShabba’splace.Helivesinagatedcommunityandhisflatisverybeautifulandlooks

veryexpensive..

Itwasn’tclean,andwasn’tthatdirtyeitherjustafewthingslyingaround…



HewasstandingbythekitchencounterwheniWalkedin,hewaswearingawhitevest,with

blacktrackpants,sleepersandabeaniehat…

Lookingathisoutfiticouldseethathehadnointentionsofgoingout…..

Hestoodtherethenlookedatme..

Him:Comehere…

Iwentuptohimandhegavemeaverywarmhug,justwhatineeded..

Him:Imsorry..

Iamgladthathewasn’thisjokingself,becauseiwasnotreallydownforthat…

Althoughmyheartwasbroken,andiwantedtocrybutihadcriedalotinthecarthatididn’t

haveanytearsanymore……

Me:Canipleasestayhereuntiliknowwheretogo?

Him:Youcanstayhereaslongasyouwant,I’mevengladthatyouconsideredmefirst…

Me:Yeah..

Myphonerang.ItookitoutanditwasDimakatso…

Me:Agh..

Shabba:What’swrong?

Me:iwassupposedtobeatworkby09:00,nowit’s10:00..

Shabba:Youcanstillgo..

Me:idon’tfeellikegoinganymore..

Him:Thenyoucanworkfromtheflat..

Me:That’snotabadidea..Nowidon’tknowhowDimaisgonnagethere..

Him:icanfetchher..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Yeahright..

Him:NoI’mforreal…

Ilookedathim,icouldhavehimfetchherbutwouldsheallow..

Afterafewtriesandringsianswered….



Me:Hey..

Her:HeyFuni,areyouonyourway?

Me:uhmunfortunatelyno..Sorryaboutthat..

Her:Ohw..

Me:LookDimaI’llhavesomeonefetchyou,wecanworkfrommyplace..

Her:Okay

Me:Itsaguy,hisnameisShabba..

Her:idon’tknowFuni..

Me:I’llcomewithhimthen..

Her:Thatwouldbebetter..

Me:Weonourway..

Her:OkayI’llwait..

Me:Okay..

IlookedatShabba..

Me:ShehasagreedbutI’mcomingwith..

Him:iwashopingitwouldjustbemeandher…

Me:Don’tstart..

Her:Fineyou’llcomewith..lemegogetready..

Hewalkedtothebathroomwhileisattherealoneandthinking..

IamalreadymissingCowen,I’musedtojustbeingmeandhim..Forthefactthathewasn’there,

reallygottome….

ItriedsearchingforfeelingsthatihadforZuko,buttherewasn’tany…..

Afterallheputmethrough,ifeltnothingbutAngerforhim…

IloveCowenwithallmyheartandsoul..Nothavinghimhereandthingsbeinglikethisbetween

usiwastrulybroken….

Ijustsatthereallcrying,iletallthetearspouroutlikeariver..

Apartofmejustwannastopthismadnessandgobacktohim,butanotherpartofmestill



remindedmeofwhathedid….

Hetookawaytheonlypersonthatmatteredinmylifebeforehim,imeanthere’sevenpictures

toproveit….

[ZUKO]

UnfortunatelyLaizermeantitwhenhesaidheisnotinterestedindoingbusinesswithus..He

didn’tevenwannahearwhatwehadtosay….

IfhethinksthatI’mjustgonnagiveuponhim,hehasanotherthingcoming…..

Thecarparkedatthedrivewayofmyhouse,finallyiamhome…

Zakesgotmythingswhileigotoutofthecarandwemadeourwayin…

.

WefoundZiyandaandmysisterFiksatthekitchen….

Me:Molweni….

Theybothlookedatme,andfiksranuptomeandhuggedme..

Her:OhhmywordZukoiwasworriedaboutyou!

Me:Notsootight..

Sheletgo…

Her:Sorry…

Shethenlookedatmeandmywalkingstick..

Her:Whathappened?Icomehomeandhearthatyouatthehospital..

Me:Funiandhernewboyfriendhappened…

Her:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Longstory..

Her:ineverlikedthatgirl,iknewshewasbadnewsfromthestart..

Me:Don’tstart…

IlookedatZiyanda…

Me:Whereismyboy?

Ziyanda:daycare…



Me:Okay…Listenherebothofyou,Funiisgonnacomebacksooniwouldlikeyouguystotreat

herwithrespect….

Fiks:ithoughtyousaidshehasabf..

Me:Temporarily..

Fiks:Zukoareyouhearingyourself?Ifsheandherbfdidthistoyouthere’snotellingwhatshe

candonext…

Me:Fikile!!!

Her:NoZuko!!!Funiiseviland..

Me:FikileMqelaiamwarningyou!!!!!!!!!(Yelling)

Me:Nowtakebackwhatyou’vejustsaidaboutFuni..

Sheclickedhertongueandfoldedherarms..

Me:ifyougonnabelikethis,thenyoumightaswellgohome!

Fiks:iwishmomwashere…Issheevenresponsibleformom’sdisappearance??

Ilookedather..

Her:Noonehasheardfrommominmonths..

Ziyanda:yourBrotherevenalertedtheCops,there’sevenacampaignthatwasstarted“HELP

FINDBONGI”….

Allthememoriescamebackofwhathappenedthatday,mymomwasbombedalive….
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WegottotheboutiquetogetDima..Shewasalreadystandingatthedoorwithherbag,and

anotherflatboardbagofwhichiassumeithashersketches…

Me:iamreallysorry…

Her:Itsokay

Shabba:Hi..

Dima:Hi..

Thewasalotofblushingfromherside,shewasalllookingdownandwhatnot…

Me:ShabbathisismyassistantDima,andDimathisShabbaheismorelikealittlebrotherto



me….

ShabbaextendedhishandtoDima…

Shabba:NiceknowingyouDima..

Dima:samehere..

Me:Wecangonow..

Shabba:ithinkweshouldeatbreakfastfirst..I’lltakebothofyouout…

Me:Whocansaynotofreebreakfast…

Weallgottothecar,andShabbatookoutoutforbreakfast….

WewenttoWimpyilovewimpybreakfast..

Me:SoDimadoyouhavethesketches?

Her:Yesido,andihavedesignedalogofortheBoutique…

Me:Hmmmmtellmemore..

Her:IthinkwecancalltheBoutiqueFusion..

Me:Carryon…

Her:Allthesketchesareafusionoftwocoloursandmaterials,sothat’swhyithought“Fusion”

wouldbestdescribeyourbrandanddesigns….

Shabba:Notjustaprettyfacebutshegotbrainstoo..Unlikesomeoneiknow…

Ipunchedhimonhisarm….

Me:ilikeit..

Thewaitresscamewithourorder..

Me:We’llcontinuewiththisathome…

Westartedeating…

Shabba:wimpybreakfastistoonice..

Me:Very…

Myphonerang,itookitoutfrommypocketanditwasmyGynaecologistDrNora…

Me:DrNora



Her:Whereareyou?

Me:iamoutwithfriends..

Her:Don’ttellmethatyouhaveforgottenaboutourappointment.Wehadanappointmentat

10:00nowit’s11:30..

Me:Wasittoday?

Her:Areyoukiddingme?

Me:Can’tweschedule?

Her:littlegirlidon’thavetimeforgames..

Me:FineI’llbethere..

IhungedupandlookedatThem..

Dima:iseverythingokay?

Me:iforgotthatihaveanappointmentwithmyGynaecologist..

Shabba:so?

Me:ihavetogo,wecanhaveallofthisasatakeaway…

Shabba:Let’sgothen..

Weaskedwaitresstomakeourbreakfastatakeawayandshedid,thenafterwedrovetothe

Gynaecologist………..

Wearrivedthereandiwenttoheroffice,whileDimaandShabbawaitedformeatthe

reception…

Me:DrNoraiamverysorry..

DrNoraisproclaimedthebestGynaecologist,ofalltime….

ShehasbeenaGynaecologistfor20yearsorso,todayshe’s63andstillgoingstrong….

DrNoraisnotyourtypicalGynaecologistthough,sheshouts,sheyellsandallthat….

Her:Doyouknowthatihaveotherpatientstoattendtoo?

Me:Yesmam

Her:JustbecauseyouengagedtoaDoctorwhohappenstobeagoodfriendofmine,doesn’t

meanI’llgiveyouspecialtreatment…

Irolledmyeyes….



Me:Yesmam..

Her:getonthebed…

Itookoffmyshoesandihoppedonthebed…

Thedooropened,asiwaslayingthereandmyeversohandsomeandcharmingFiancéwalked

in…

Him:amilate?

Dr:Noyouarejustintime…

Hepulledachairandsatnexttome….

Dr:I’llgogetyourfile..

Shewentouttogetthefile……

Thingswereveryawkward,wedidn’tsaynothingtoeachotheruntilDrNoracameback..

Dr:Let’sbegin…

Shegotthegelandwestartedwiththescan……

Shekeptquietforawhileandistartedtogetworried…

Me:Iseverythingalright?

Cowen:Theheartbeatistoofaint…

Ilookedathim….

Me:CanyouletDrNoradoherjobplease..

Dr:Hisright,theheartbeatistoofaint..

Shelookedatme.

Her:Haveyoubeenstressedlately?

IlookedatCowen..

Me:Youcansaythat..

Dr:Cowenareyoustressingmypatient?…

Hegiggled…

Him:Youwish,maybeyoucanaskherpsychoexboyfriend..



IlookedatDrNora..

Me:Arewedone?

Her:Notexactly..

Me:ithinkweare..

Igotoutofbed,gotthepapertowelandwipedoffthegel..

Cowen:Wereherexisconcernedyoucannotsayshit!!!….

IworemyshoesandWalkedout..

[ZUKO]

Iwasgoingthroughmyfilestryingtoseewhat’sbeenhappeninginmycompanywhenigota

callfromZakes..

Me:Ntwana…

Him:ihavegoodnewsforyou..

Me:Yea?

Him:FunihasleftCowen,sheevenmovedout..

Me:Wow..That’sthebestnewsever..

Him:butihavebadnewsalso..

Me:What?

Him:She’spregnant..

Thatcameacrossasashocktome..

Me:What???

Him:Pregnantandengaged..

Me:ithinkitstimeforplanB..

Him:Shouldiimplementtheplan?

Me:pleasedo

Funiwon’tseewhathither..

[FUNI]



Iwassittingatthekitchentable,lookingatthosepictureswhilecrying…

HowwillCowenandievergetthroughthis?Howdowegetoverhimkillingmyfather..

ShabbaandDimacamein,theyweregonetogetIcecreams…

Dima:Funiareyouokay?

Inoddedmyhead..Shelookedatthepictures…

Her:OhhhyaI’vereadaboutthisincident..

Ilookedather..

Her:DrCowenandothersurgeonswerepresentedwiththiscaseofapatientwithaparasitein

hisheart..Theytriedremovingitbutunfortunatelytheycouldn’t..

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:Youdidn’treadaboutthisinthenewspapers?Althoughthispictureslooklikeithasbeen

temperedwith…

Shetookoutherphoneandshowedme..

Her:Thisistheoriginalpicture,offwhichitwaswrongtobeleakedtotheInternet..

ThepictureshowedCowenandothersurgeonstogetherwithNursesattheRedCrosshospital..

Me:ohhmyGodiamsoostupid!!

Dima:Why?

Me:Cowendidn’tkillmyfather,theytriedtosavehim!!!

Istoodup…

Shabba:wereareyougoing?

Me:togetmyman…

Itookmycarkeysandwenttomycar…Howcanibethisstupid??

AsiwasdrivingitookmyphoneandcalledCowen..Heansweredafterawhile…Fortunatelyi

cametoaredlight..

Him:Funi..

Me:Babyiamsosorry..Ihavebeenstupid!!!Youright…Zukotriedtosetyouup..Iloveyouand

iamcominghome!!!

Thoseweretheonlywordsiremembersaying,whenacarranaredlightandknockedmeoutof



theroad…Mycarrolledandworseiwasn’twearingaseatbelt…
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[COWEN]

Funihadanaccidenthercarwasfoundatthesideoftheroad…..

Whatwasbattlingaboutthewholeordealwasthat,herbodywasnotinthecaroffwhichmakes

methinkthatherpsychoexhadsomethingtodowithheraccident,alliheardwhenwewere

talkingonthephonewasherscreaming…..

IknowFuniandi,haven’tbeenseeingeyetoeyelatelybutthat’smywomanandiloveherwith

allmybeing,she’smyeverything…

Iwasatthewarehousewiththewholeteam,Ihadcontactedthemafteriheardofthisincident..

Me:iknowwhatimabouttoaskyouguysistotallyoff.TheSkullsshouldn’tbehandling

personalaffairsbutatthispointintime,Iamverydesperate…

Ilookedatthemasiwasbusypacingupanddown…

Me:Someonekidnappedmywoman.Someoneisreallytestingme..I’mgonnaneedeveryoneto

beontheirfeet.FindouteverythingyoucanaboutMQ,andhowthisconnectshimtothe

kidnapping…

IhavenodoubtthatMQisbehindthis,heistheonewhocangothisfar..

Thecrewagreedtohelpout,theywentouttostarttheinvestigations..

MQisnotsmart,iknowhehasafewloseendsandthatiswhat’sgoingtoleadmetohim…

Shabbacameuptome…

Him:Thisisallmyfault..

Me:Noman..

Him:ishouldn’thavelethergooutalone..

Me:Noonewaspreparedforthis..

Him:Yourightaboutthat,butistillshouldn’thavelethergo..

Me:yabutwe’llgettothebottomofthis…

Him:Wheredowestart?



Me:Weneedtogetsomeoneclosetohimwhoknowsabouthisbusinessandshadydealings..

Shabba:Youthinkhisnotdoingthisalone?

Me:No..Hehastohavearighthandman.

Shabba:I’llgetonwiththat..

Me:Coolman..

Whenifindhim,iwillreunitehimwithhismother…

[FUNI]

Iopenedmyeyesandiwasabitdizzy,andverymuchinpain…

Ilookedaroundandiwasn’tfamiliarwithmysurroundings…

Itriedtomovebutifeltsomeexcruciatingpainarisingfrommyabdominalarea..Iranmyhand

onthatarea,andfoundthatihadbeenoperated..

Ididn’tknowwhatwashappening,andtherewasnoonearoundtoexplaintome..

Afterafewseconds,thedooropenedandZukowalkedin..HewaswithaDoctor…

Helookedatmeforalongtimewithoutsayinganything..

Thefearcreepedinagain,Icametorealisehowscarediwasofhim..

TheDoctorclearedhisthroat,bringingusbacktoreality..

Zuko:Isshegonnabefine?

Dr:Yes,shejusthastotakeiteasy..

Me:wha…whatdidyoudotome?

Helookedatme..

Him:ThankyouDoc,ithinkiwillhavetobreakthisnewstoher..

Dr:I’llbeintouch

Zuko:Ofcause.

Thedoctorwalkedout,andZukomadehiswaytome..

Myheartstartedbeatingfast,mythroatbecamedry..

Hesatnexttomeandlookedatme..



Him:Youstilllookbeautifulasalways…

Me:WhatdidyoudotomeZuko?

Him:Rememberthefirsttimewhenwemet?Youwereveryfeisty,rude,andheavyonthe

bottle…Ilookedatyouandtoldmyselfthatthisisthewomaniamgoingtomarry..

IknowthathimtalkinglikethatIssupposedtobringbackmemoriesofus,andthelovethatwe

hadforeachother.Butiseriouslydidn’tfeelanythingforZukoatall,allifeltforhimwasjust

fearandAnger..

Hestretchedouthishandtotouchmybraidsbutimovedmyheadalittle..

Him:YouthinkI’mgonnahurtyou?

Hehashurtmealotoftimes,andiknowthathecandoitagain..

Him:iloveyouFuni,I’mnotgonnahurtyou..

Me:WhatdidyoudotomeZuko,whyamiInsoomuchpain?

Him:Youhadanaccident,ihadtogetthebestDoctortowakeyouupandbringyoubackfrom

thatshock..

Me:My??..Whyismyabdominalareasoopainful??Whywasioperated?

Him:Ohwyaiwasrectifyingamistake..

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Him:ihadthatcurseremovedfromyou..

Iwashopingthathewasn’tgonnasaythat..

Me:You..You..Mybaby??

Heputhishandonmyshoulder..

Him:Bunjueverythingisfinenow,wefinallygonnabetogetherwithoutAnythingstanding

betweenus…

Me:YoukilledmybabyZuko?

Him:itwasacurse,thatCowenputinyou!!

Me:Youkilledmybaby?

Him:Stopsayingthat!!!

Zukohassucceededinhurtingme,incrushingmysoul..



[COWEN]

IwassittingthereandstarringatFuni’spicture….

Iwaswonderingifshewasscared,whatthatbastardIsdoingtoher.

Whatwasworsewasthat,ihadnowheretostartlookingforher..

Shabbawalkedin..

Him:Braga..

Ilookedathim..

Him:WehavefoundsomeonewhoworkscloselywithMQ

Me:Who?

Him:HegoesbythenameofZakes..

Me:Haveyoufoundoutwerehestays?

Him:Yeap,heismarriedtoFuni’scousin..

Me:Whywouldhedothis?Doesn’theknowthatwhathisdoingcanhurthiswife?

Shabba:Notifthewifeknowsaboutit..

Me:YouthinkFuni’scousinknowsaboutthis?

Shabba:Yeap

Me:Getherthefuckhere,shehasalotofquestionstoanswer!!!

Shabba:iamonitboss…

[FUNI]

Iwascrushed,ifeltlikemywholeworldhasendedjustliketheMayanspredicted….

ApartofmeandCowenwastakenawayfromus..Iwillneverbeabletoholdmybaby,kissmy

baby,orexperiencehowitfeelstobeamother..

Icouldn’tstopthetears,iwasshutteredifeltlikeididn’twannaliveanymore.Ifitwasn’tfor

Cowen,iprobablywouldkillmyselfnow..
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[COWEN]



#RESCUE-PART1

IdecidedtomeetupwithFuni’scousinatarestaurantinsteadoftyingherupinachairand

beatingthelivingdaylightsouther..

Shedidn’tkeepmewaiting,sheshowedupintime…….

Me:Thankyouforcoming…

Igaveherahandshake.Shewasbeautifulandbig,assumingshe’s6monthspregnant…

Wesatdown..

Me:likeisaidonthephoneI’mCowen,SeanCowen..Iamyoursister’sfiancé..

Her:I’mJozi,Funi’scousin..WowFuninevertoldmeaboutyou.Idon’tblameherthough,we

haven’tspokenforaverylongtime..

Me:Whenwasthelasttimeyouspoketoher?

Her:Justbeforeherfather’sfuneral.Thinkshe’sstillBeatingherselfaboutnotbeingthere..

Shelookedaround..

Her:ithoughtFuniwouldbehere..

Me:YaFuniis…

Her:She’swhat?

Me:kidnapped

Shefreakedout..

Her:What?WhatdoyoumeanFuniiskidnapped..

Me:Zukokidnappedher,andithinkyourhusbandisinonit…

Shedidn’tlookshockedatthatstatement…

Her:ican’tsayI’msurprised..

Me:Why?

Her:ZakesisZuko’sfriend,hehelpshimineverything..

Me:That’swereyoucomein..

Shelookedatme..

Me:ineedyoutotellmewereyourhusbandis..



Her:Youwantmetobetraymyhusband?

Me:Funiiscarryingmybaby,theyareindangerthere’snotellingwhatthatpsychopathcando..

Hekilledherfather,whatIfhekillsher?Doyouwantthatonyourconscious?

Shelookeddown,ithinkmywordsweregettingtoher..

Her:iwilltellyouwereheis,onlyinonecondition..

Me:Okay?

Her:iwantmyhusbandreturnedtomeunharmed..Iam5monthspregnant,ineedhimi

recentlylostmyjob..

Thatwasahardbargain…

Me:Youhavemyword..

Her:Penandpaperplease..

[FUNI]

Foodwasbroughtinforme,butihadnointentionsinEatinganything….

AlliwantisforCowentofindme,iwannabeinhisarmsrightnow..

Itwasayounggirlwhobroughtinmyfood..

Girl:Zukosaysthisisyourfavourite

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Youhavetoeat..

Ilookedather..

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?Whyareyouhelpinghim?

Shelookeddown..

Me:Zukoisabastard,hedoesn’tcareaboutyou..Hisprobablygonnakillyouwhenallofthisis

done…

Shestillsaidnothing..

Me:Lookicanhelpyougetoutofthis..

Shelookedatme..

Her:Myparents..TheyoweMQ,iampayingfortheirdebts..



Me:likeI’msayingicanhelpyou,ifyouhelpme..

Her:How?

Me:ineedyoutocallsomeone,andtellhimexactlywereiam..

Her:No….

Me:Please..Pleaseiambeggingyou..Zukohe..Hekilledmybabyandhecankillmetoo

please..

Iwasnowcrying..

Me:Youawoman,youcanfeelmypain..

Shekeptquietforawhile..

Her:What’sthenumber?

Itoldher..

Her:ican’twriteitdownbecausetheygonnaseeusthroughthecameras..I’llhavetomemorise

it…

Me:Pleasedo…

Shetooktheplateandhandedittome..

Her:Noweatplease..Beforeyougetmeintrouble..

ItooktheplateandstartedEating,whileprayingthatshecallsCowen..

[COWEN]

WehavegotZakes,wehadtiedhimonthechair..Wegavehimblowsafterblows,buthestill

wasn’ttalkinghewasloyaltothisbastard..

Zakes:Youcantortureandbeatmeallyouwant,butiamnotsayinganything!!Killmeifyou

wanttoo…

Hesaidthatwhilespittingbloodontheground..

Accordingtomeiwould’veKilledhim,butipromisedFuni’scousinthatiwillkeephimalive..

Shabba:idon’tknowwhattodonow..Thisniggaain’tsayinganything…

Me:Hiswillingtodieforhim..

Myphonestartedringing,itookitoutanditwasaprivatenumber..

Shabba:Maybeit’sZuko..



Ianswered..

Me:Cowenhere..

Thepersonwasquiet..

Me:Hello..

Thepersonstillsaidnothingwheniwasabouttohangupafemalevoicestartedspeaking…

Her:“147Durban’sRoad.It’sawarehouseshe’shere”..

Me:Excuseme?

Her:Shesaidishouldcallyou..Shewantsyoutofindher.

Me:Whoareyou?

Ithenheardamalevoiceinthebackground..

Voice:Youlittlebitch!!!!

Her:Pleasefindher,beforetheymoveher..

Theniheardherscreaming,andafterthelinewentdead…..

Shabba:Whatwasthat?

Me:Guyspackup,wegoingtoDurban’sRoad…Wehavefoundher…

[FUNI]

Iheardthegirlwhowashereearlierscreaming,ididn’tevenknowwhatwashappening…

Igotoutofbedandslowlywalkeduptothedoor,iwasverymuchinpainiwon’tlie…

Afterafewseconds,iheardthedooropening…

Itwasn’tZukowhocamein,wasjustsomenigga..

Him:Tryingtoescape?

Iwalkedbackwards..

Hethenclosedthedoor..

Me:WereisZuko?

Him:Hejustwentout…Youthinkyousmartneh?

Hestartedwalkingtowardsme..



Him:iwillshowyou,whatidotoSmartpeople..

[COWEN]

Iwasdrivinglikecrazytothelocation,ihadevencalledtheotherSkullswhowereclosetothat

placetogothere….

Whenidofindthisbastardiamgoingtokillhiminthemostpainfulwayever…

PART71SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

[04/15,13:55]Ron:PART72SAVEMEFROMMYINLAWS

[FUNI]

#FINAL_RESCUE

Thismanisholdingmedown,heispressingmeonthebedtryingtohavehiswaywithme..

IamstillinpainduetomyOperationthatwasperformedwithoutmyconsent….

Icouldfeelhisbreathonmyneck,heisbusylickingmycheek.Icouldprobablyscream,but

what’stheuse?Becausenooneisgonnahearme…

What’shappeningtakesmebacktowhenZukorapedmeinhiscar,I’mjusthopingthisguy

coulddowhathewantstodo,anddoitquickly……

Ashewasholdingmedown,iseethedooropeningandZukorushesin…

Zuko:Whatareyoudoing?

Zukorunsuptohim,andheremovedhimfrommethenstartedbutteringhim….

Zuko:itrustyouwithmygirl,andhereyouaredoingshit…

AsI’mtryingtogetoutofbediamverymuchinpain,especiallyinthatareawereihadbeen

operated..

Zuko:Getupandgetawayfromhere!!!

Theguystoodupandmadearunforit…

Zukothenmakeshiswaytome..

Zuko:Howareyou?Didhehurtyou?

Iputmyhandonmyabdominalarea,andijustknowthatsomethingiswrong…Ithensuddenly

feeldizzyandfeellikevomiting..

Me:Zukosomethingiswrong,Iamnotfeelinggood..



Him:wasitwhenheheldyoudown?

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:ifeelverysick

Him:OkayletmegocalltheDoctor..

Hehelpedmetositonthebed,thenwenttogetthedoctor…

Butthen,hecomesbackintheroomandheiswalkingbackwards..

Ithenseealadyholdingagunathim,sheisnotaloneotherniggaswalkintoo…

Her:Restrainhim..

Fromwhattheywearing,icouldseethattheymembersoftheSkulls..

Shethenlooksatme..

Her:AreyouFuni?

Inodded..

Her:MynameisChelseaiamtheleaderoftheSkullsinDurban..Cowencalledustocome….

Youdon’tknowhowIfeltatthatmoment,evenicannotexplainthefeeling….

Me:WhereisCowen?

Her:Hiscoming..

Shethenwalksclosertomeandlooksatme..

Her:Youdon’tlookgood…

Sheturnsandcalledoneofherpeople…

Someniggamakeshiswaytome..

Her:ThisisMega,andjustlikeCowenheaDoctor..

Me:Theyoperatedme..to..to..Removemybaby..

Hethenraisesthegowniwaswearing,ifeelhimpinchingmewereihadbeenoperated..

Me:ouch!!

Him:Sorry…

Asthatwasgoingon,isawChelsea’sfacechanging,itwasmorelikeshewasdisgustedand



thewassuddenlyafoulsmelltoo…

Mega:Justasithought,shehasaninfection..

Chelsea:Whatdowedonow?

Mega:Sheneedsantibioticsandanantiseptic..Wetakinghertothehospital…

Me:No..

Theylookatme..

Me:iwannaseeCowenfirst..

Mega:But..

Me:Please..

ChelseatookoutherphoneandWalkedout..

Ireallydidn’twannagowithoutseeingCowen…………

WewerestillsittingtherewaitingforCowen,imsureithasbeenhoursnowandmystateof

healthwasdeteriorating….

Thenatthatpresentmoment,thedooropenedandisawhimwalkinginwithShabba…

Icouldn’tstopthetears,ileteverythingout..

Hemadehiswaytomeandhuggedme,iheldontohimtightasiflikeiwasnevergonnaletgo..

Notonlywasitheonlyonecrying,iheardhimsniffingalot…

Webrokethehugandheputhishandsonmycheeks..

Foramomentievenforgotthatiwassick..

Me:ithoughtiwasnevergonnaseeyouagain..

Hestartskissingmethroughmytears..

Him:Imsorryitooklong..

Heputshishandonmytummy..

Him:Areyouguysalright?

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:What’swrong?



Thesicknesssuddenlycomesback,andivomitonhimbuthedoesn’tseemtocare..

Him:Whathappened?

Mega:Theyoperatedherandnowshehasaninfection…

Cowen:Oper…Operatedherwere?Andwhy?

Mega:aroundherabdominalarea..

Me:Heremovedourbaby..

Cowenrunshishanddownthereuntilhemakesittomystitchesandiflinchinpain…

Whathappenednext,noonewaspreparedforit…

CowentookandAxeandmadehiswaytoZuko…

AlliheardwasZukoscreamingbecauseofmyblurryvisionicouldn’tseemuch….

Shabbamakeshiswaytomeandhugsme…

Him:Imsorry..

Mega:Weneedtogethertothehospital..

IholdShabba’shand..

Me:Comewith..

Him:Yeahsure..

Shabbapicksmeup,andwewalkoutthat’stheonlythingirememberbeforeipassedout..
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Iwokeupatthehospital,iwasstillabitsomehow..Icouldstillfeelabitofpainarisingfrommy

abdominalarea…

IslowlymovedmyeyesandisawCowenstandingwithMega,lookedliketheywerediscussing

something….

Iwasstilldizzy,stillfeltlikevomitingandallthat…

Iclearedmythroatandtheybothlookedatme…

Mega:Finallyshe’sawakeLetmegettheAntibiotics..

Hewalkedout…



Cowencametome,andkissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:stillfeelingnotgood..

Hesatonmysmallbedbesideme..

Me:I’msorry,allofthisismyfault..

Heheldmyhand..

Him:idon’twannahearyoutalkinglikethat,noonewaspreparedforthis…

Me:Didyoukillhim?

Helookeddownandnoddedhishead..Thatwasarelief,nomoreZukoinourlives…

MegacameInwiththepillsandaglassofwater,ithengulpeddowneverything..Itwasalotof

pills…

Me:Whencanigohome?

Mega:Youstillnotstrongenoughformetodischargeyou..

Me:Can’tibetreatedbackathome?

Him:Youdon’tlikeDurban?

Me:ItsnotthatI..Ijustwannabehomewithmyfiance..

Him:YouwillgohomeonceyoustartFeelingbetter..Rightnow,youinnostatetobetravelling….

Thatwasabummer…

Him:I’llcomeandcheckuponyoulater..

Cowen:Thanksman…

Mega:Don’tmentionit…

Hethenwalkedoutoftheward..

Me:Pleasedon’tleave..

Him:Imnotgoinganywhere..Trytorest,I’llevensingyoualullaby…

Ilaughed..

Me:Youknowhowtosing?



Hekissedmyhand…

Him:Foryouicantry..

Ismiledathim….

HepulledMeclosertohim,myheadlaidonhischestwasgoodhearinghisheartbeat….

Him:Closeyoureyesandtrytosleep…

Iclosedmyeyesashesangmethelullaby…

Him:“iknowthisgirl

AndhernameisFuni..

Anditspastherbed

T-I-M-E….

Shegoestosleep

Andshecanjustdream

Andnothavetobe

Inthisstinkyhospitalwithme

SowhenIfeelblue

Anddon’tknowwhattodo

Ilookatyou”

Dayspassedbyiwasrecoveringverywell,althoughiwasrecoveringphysicallybutthe

emotionalpainoflosingmyonlybabywasstillthere…

Cowenandihavenottalkedaboutthat,idon’tknowhowhefeelsaboutthatbecausehisnot

showinganyemotionwhatsoever..

Todayiwasgettingmyresults,thedoctorshadbeenrunningteststodetermineifmywombwill

bestrongenoughtocarryababyfullterm….

Cowenwasnothere,IwaswithShabbawhowasreadinghisHypemagazine..

Cowendidn’tcometoseemeyesterday,andeventodayhewasnotcomingitwasmoreasif

likehewastryingtodistancehimselffromme..

Me:Shabba

Helookedatme..



Me:WhyisCowendoingthis?

Heexhaled,andclosedthemagazine…

Him:That’showCowendealswithpain,bydistancinghimselffromeveryone…

Me:iamalsohurting,heisnotbeingfair..

Shabba:Justgivehimtime…..

Me:Howmuchtime?BecausetomorrowI’mgettingdischargedandwemustgohome…

Him:idon’tknowbuthewillcomearound…

Cowenisreallybeingunfairtome..

MegacameInwithAnotherDoctor..

Mega:ithoughtCowenwouldbehere..

Me:Youandiboth..

Him:AnywaythisisDrZwane,she’saGynaecologist..

Shegreetedus…..

Mega:Wehaveyourresults…

Myheartstartedbeatingwaytoofast,Godpleasedon’ttakeawaytheonlythingthatmakesa

woman,andthat’sbeingabletoconceive…

Mega:Relaxnodamagewasdonetoyourwomb..

Thatwasareliefandablessingatthesametime…Knowingthaticanstillhavechildreninthe

future,wastrulyablessing…

Thefollowingday,ShabbaandiheadedbacktoPretoriawithoutCowen..Apparentlyhemade

thetripyesterdaydidn’teventellme..

Iwashurtbywhathewasdoing,andhowhewashandlingeverything…..

Hedoesn’thavetoshutmeout,hemusttalktome…..

Shabbaandi,wouldstophereandtheretogetfood,ortorefresh..

IJustcouldn’twaittobehome..

…

…



Wefinallygothomeafterawhile,itwaslateatnightandiwastiredashell..Alliwantedtodo

wastosleep..

Me:Finallywehome..

Him:Thatwasalongdrive..

Wemadeourwaytotheelevator,whichtookusuptothepenthouse…

Whenwegottothepenthouse,Cowenwassittingattheloungewithabottleofwhiskey,itwas

myfirsttimeseeinghimdrinkingofwhichcameasashocktome..

Shabba:Heyman..

Cowen:Hey

Hewentandgavehimahandshake…….

Hethenlookedatme..

Cowen:Thankyouforbringingherhomesafe..

Shabba:Noproblem….ithinkishouldgo,iwillseeyouguystomorrow..

Hecameandgavemeahug..

Me:Thankyou..

Him:Anytime

Hethenwalkeduptotheelevator..

Ilookedattheelevatorasitclosed,andthenilookedatCowen..

Justtothinkabouthowmuchworriediwasabouthim,andhisheredrinking..

Him:Howareyou?

Istartedslowlymakingmywaytohim…

Ididn’twastetimeithrewmyselfathim,iwashittinghim,bitinghimallofthat..That’show

muchangryiwasathim..

Heheldbothmyhandstight..

Him:WtfFuni???

Iwasnowcrying..

Me:YounottheonlyonewholostourbabyCowen!!Iamalsohurt,andgrieving!!Isshuttingme

outworkingforyouhuh?



Hegotmeoffhim,thentookthebottleandapproachedthestairswithoutsayinganything…

Irealisedthatihurtmyselfinmyabdominalareaasiwasbusyphysicallyattackinghim…

IhaveneverseenCowendrinking,soforhimtobedrinkingdoesshowmethathishurting…
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Afterihadgatheredabitofstrength,islowlywalkedupstairstothebedroom..

Goingupthestairsinflictedabitofpainwereiwasoperated..

IthoughtthatiwasgonnafindCoweninourbedroom,buthewasnotthere..Probablyhewasin

theguestroom..

Inoticedsomebluebooties,bluebabysocks,hat,andababyvestlaidoutonthebed…….

IwentandsatdownnexttothemprobablyCowenboughtthissometimeago….

Seeingthatcrushedmyheart.There’snowordthatcoulddescribehowbrokeniwasinside..

Losingmyfirstbabylikethat,reallywilltakemeforevertogetover…..

Whydoesitseemlikeiwillneverfindpeaceinmylife?Allmylifeihaveexperiencedpainafter

painandthepaindoesn’tseemtogoaway,butinsteaditgetsworseandworse…

Iamjust22abouttoturn23soonbutiHaveexperiencedmorethingsthanwhatpeopleintheir

40swouldexperience…

IloveCowenandthisisdriftingusapart,iknowheblamesmeforlettingZukointoourlives

althoughhisnotsayingitbutbyhowhistreatingmeitsaysalot…

Icuddledmyselfinbedwhileholdingthoseclothestightandcryingmyeyesout..

Everypainihaveexperiencedcamebacktome,thepainoflosingmymother,myfather,and

nowmybaby…..

Idon’tseemyselfbeinghappyeveragain,becausethepainthatihavewentthroughitkilledme

inside…

Idon’tknowwhenandhowifellasleep,butiopenedmyeyesandrealisedthatitwasmorning.

Thesunwasshinningthrewsoobrightthatihadnochoicebuttowakeup…

IsatupstraightandstartedthinkingaboutwhatI’mgonnatodaybecauseicannotbelockedup

inthishousethewholeday…

Istoodupandwenttothebathroom,myeyeswereswollenandheavy…



Ilookedmyselfinthemirror,howdidthingsgetsoomessedup?notlongagoCowenandiwe

werehappy……

Iamwaytooyoungforallofthis..

Iwenttorunmybath,andjustsattherewaitingforwatertofillup..

[COWEN]

Iwasatmysurgerycarryingoutmydutiesfortheday….

Iwasabithungoverfromallthedrinkingthatididlastnight,drinkinglotsofwaterdidn’thelp

thatmuch…

IlookedatFuni’spicturethatwasacrossmytable..

Ilovethissoulandifeellikeihavedisappointedher,inwaysthatican’tevenimagine…

Hadibeenquick,iwould’vesavedbothofthem…

IamBragaandidon’tlose,althoughikilledZukobutistillfeellikesomehowhehaswon..

Iwaslookingforwardtobeingafather,beitagirlorboyijustwantedtobewhatineverhad,

andthatisagoodfather…

IfikilledZukothattimetogetherwithhismotherthennoneofthiswould’vehappened,ifailed

FuniihurtFuniandican’tevenFaceher..

Iamnotapersonwhoopensupaboutmyhurts,idon’tliketalkingijustdistancemyselffrom

everyoneandkeepeverythingtomyselfthat’sthekindofpersoniam…

Ihavenevertouchedalcoholinaverylongtime,soformetogobacktothataftersoolongwas

reallyfuckedup..

Iwasdisturbedbyaknock,itwasmybubblyandgayReceptionistSphiwe…

Him:Docareyoureadyforyourfirstpatient?

Me:Yes..

MypatientsloveSphiwe,hisbubblyandfriendlyselfbringsinalotofpatientsforme,my

Surgeryisalwaysfull…

MyfirstpatientwastheeversoocomplainingMrsshai..

Her:ihavebeenwaitingCowen..

MrsShaihashypertensionanddiabetesType2..

Shehasbeenmypatientforaverylongtimenow..



Me:iknowMrsshaiandI’msorry..

Shewalkedinandsatdown..

MrsShaihasbeenmarriedfor30Yearsbutunfortunatelyherhusbandpassedonlastyear..

Me:HowareyoutodayMrsShai?

Her:iamgoodCowenandyou?

Me:iamgoodtoo..Youmissedyourappointmentlastmonth..

Her:Youwantmetocomeeverydaysoyoucaneatmymoney?

Me:Mrsshaiidon’tchargeyouadime..

Thatwastrue,idon’tchargeMrsShaiadime..

[FUNI]

Afterbathing,iputonatowelaroundmybodyandWalkeddownstairstocallShabba..

Ineedtogobacktomyboutiqueandjustkeepmyselfbusythere,beforeigocrazy…

Igotthephoneanddialledhisnumber…

Him:Shabbaristohere..

Me:HeyShabba..It’sFuni..

Him:Ohwhey..

Me:Comeandfetchme..

Him:wereyouwannago?

Me:Myboutique

Him:Theboutiquehasbeenclosedeversinceyourincident..

Iheardafamiliarvoicespeakingatthebackground..

Voice:Babe…

Shabba:I’mcomingnunupie..

Me:Waitisthat??

Shabba:Yesit’sDima…

Me:Canitalktoher?



Him:Okay..

Therewassomesilenceforawhile,thenaftershespoke..

Her:Funi!!!!…

Me:Heyyou..

Shewasgigglingbutobviouslynotatwhatiwassaying..

Her:Shabbastop..I’monthephone..

Me:Amidisturbingsomething?

Her:No..You..

Shegiggledagain..

Her:isaidstopI’monmyphonewithmyboss…

Me:iwantyouattheboutiquetomorrow…Tomorrowmorning.

Therewassilence..

Me:Dima…

ObviouslyI’mwastingmytimehere,soihungup..

IlookedatthephoneanddialledCowen’snumber,afterafewringsittookmestraightto

voicemail..

Ididn’tsayanythingihungedup..

IfCowenwantstoplaylikethis,thentwocanplaythisgame..
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[COWEN]

Iaskedmymothertojoinmeforlunch,atthispointinmylifeineedsomewomanadvice…

Mymotherisveryinsightfulandwise,shehasbeenasocialworkeralmostallherlifesoI’m

surethere’ssomebetteradviceshecangiveme….

Istoodupandhuggedherassheapproachedthetable…..

Her:Hibabyhowareyou?

Wesatdown..



Me:Whatcanisay..

Her:What’shappening?

Me:ihavealreadyorderedpizzaformyselfidon’tknowwhatyougonnahave..

Her:I’lljustgogetmyselfsomechefsalad..

Me:I’llgetthewaiterforyou..

Her:Nosweetheart,thatcanwait..

Ilookedather.

Me:idon’tevenknowweretostart..

Her:Startfromthebeginning..

Me:SoFuni’scrazyexkidnappedher…

Hereyeswidened..

Her:What?Whywasn’titold?

Me:Everythingjusthappenedsofast…

Her:Wereissheshenow?

Me:She’sbackathomesafe..

Thewaiterbroughtmypizza..

Me:Thankyou

Her:I’llshareyourpizzawithyou..

Me:Youwelcome..

Her:I’mjustgreatfulthatshe’ssafe,poorbabyshehasbeenthroughalot..

Me:That’snottheworst..

Her:What’stheworst?

Me:Shelostthe…

Itookadeepbreath…

Her:Sibusiso..

Me:Shelostourbaby…



Herjawdroppedthatthepizzaalmostfellfromhermouth..

Her:OhhhhNo!!

Me:Yeap,thebabywasextractedfromherwombat2months..

Sheputherhandsonhercheeks..

Her:haibosbusisoungitshelani(whatareyoutellingme)

Me:She’sbeenthroughalotmom..

Mom:Thixowamikodwaumntwanomuntu..Howissheholdingup?

Me:She’snotholdingupatall..Itbreaksmeseeingherinthatstate.Ifeellikeihavefailedher

inaway..Iwassupposedtobethere,iwassupposedtosavethemandiwaslate..

Sheshookherheadno..

Her:Don’teverthinklikethat,don’tblameyourself..Whathappenedwasnobody’sfault…

Sheheldmyhand..

Her:Myboy,sometimescertainsituationsarethrownatusbuttheyshouldn’tbreakus..They

meanttotoughenus,andnottobreakus..ForyouandFunitobegoingthroughsuch,it’s

supposedtostrengthenyoutwo,it’ssupposedtomakeyourrelationshipstrongerandnotbreak

youapart…

It’slikesheknewwhatwasgoingoninmyrelationship..

Me:ijustcan’ttalktoherMom..

Her:Don’tshutherout..WhatihavenoticedIsthatFunihasbeenthroughalot,andshe’svery

vulnerablethere’snotellingwhatpeopleinherstatecando..

Me:ican’tmom..Ican’tfaceher,whatifidisappointedher,ifailedher…

Her:Whatifshedoesn’tseeitlikethat??SibusisohaveyoueverwonderedhowFunifeels?

Haveyoutriedtalkingtoher??

Me:Mom…

Her:Nobaby,iknowhowyouare…Iknowhowyoudealwithyourpain,butbackthenyouwere

alonenowyouhaveFuni..It’snotaboutyouanymore,kodwait’saboutyouandher…

Mymomwasright,ineedtostopshuttingFuniout…

Me:Andthat’swhyyouthebest..

Shesmiled..



Her:thinkyouneedtocallher..

Me:I’lldothatattheoffice..

Her:anddon’tfloodyourselfwithworkpreventingtogohome,I’llbeCalling…

Ichuckled..

Me:I’llfixeverythingtonight..

Ihavebeenselfishiwon’tlie,ineedtofoundouthowFunifeelsineedtoconsiderherfeelingsin

allofthis..AfterallI’mallshehas…

[FUNI]

Ihavefoundacoupleofwhiskiesaroundthehouse,andidrankmypainaway..Orithinkthati

wasdrinkingmypainaway…

Istillhadmytowelwrappedaroundmybody…

ThinkingaboutallthepainI’vebeenthrough,mademetodrinkmoreandmorenotknowingthat

iwasreachingmylimit…

Istartedbyvomiting,iwasweakandstilldrunk..

Everythingwasjustcrashingdowninamatterofseconds…

[COWEN]

Afterthelunchwithmymother,imademywaytotheoffice..

IorderedsomeflowersiwantedtosurpriseFuni,maybeaftertalkingwecangooutfordinner..

Itookthephoneandcalledher,butshewasn’tanswering..

Iwascallingonthehousephonebecauseshedoesn’thaveacellphoneanymoresincethat

accident…

Itriedherafewtimesbutshewasn’tanswering,maybeshe’swithDimaattheboutiqueor

something..

IhungedupandcalledShabbaonmycell…

Him:Braga..

Me:YeahmanwhereisDima?

Him:She’sdoingsomesketches..

Me:Funiisnotthere?



Him:Noshe’snot..

Me:ivebeentryingtocallherbutshe’snotanswering..

Shabba:That’sweird,shecalledmethismorningtocomeanddrivehertotheboutique..Idon’t

thinksheleftthehouse,shedoesn’thaveacar..

Me:I’llcallheragain

Him:Coolman,keepmeupdated..

IcalledherAgainbutshewasn’tanswering,that’swhenistartedtogetworried…Somethingis

notright..

Iputmyphonedownandtookmythingsthenwenttomycar..

ItoldSphiwetocanceleveryremainingappointmentfortoday..

Imadesurethatthedrivetohomewasshort..

Igotthereandquicklymademywaytotheelevator,andthenuptothepenthouse…

Theelevatordroppedmeatthepenthouseandiwentin..

Me:Funi!!!

Thehousewasveryquiet..Ilookedforherupstairsinthebedroom,bathroom,guestroomand

allthatbutshewasn’tthere……

Theplacewereifoundherwasonthekitchenfloor..Therewasvomiteverywhereandbottlesof

whiskies..

Idroppedeverythingandwenttoher,shewasunconscious..

Itriedwakingherupbutnothing..

Itookmycarkeys,andpickedherupthenracedtomycar..
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[COWEN]

Ithasbeen3daysnow,Funistillhasn’twokenup…

Shehadalcoholpoisoningduetoconsumingatoxicamountofalcohol..

HerbloodalcoholwasveryhighthatItwasconsideredtoxic..Ifididn’tshowupintime,Icould

havelosther…



Again,ihavefailedmyfiance..

Iwassittingonthechairnexttoher,whileshewassleepingonthatbedpeacefully…

Me:ipromiseyouthingsaregonnachangefromnowon…

Aknockdisturbedme,iturnedandlookedatthedooritwasDimaandShabba…..

Havingthemaroundsupportingus,iswhatweneeded..

Shabba:Howisshe?

Me:StilltheSame,buttheIVwillhelpassoonasshegetsfluidsinherbodyshewillbefine,

nowshe’stooweak…

Shabba:ishould’vewenttherewhenshecalled..

Me:ishouldn’thaveshutherout,ifailedheragain..

Shabbaputhishandonmyshoulder..

Him:Westillhaveheratleast..

Wethenheardsomeonewalkinginbusyshouting,ourattentionmovedfromFunitothedoor

anditwasMymother..

Mom:Whathappened??

IlookedatShabba,heshruggedhisshoulders..

Sheputherbagonthebed,thenlookedatme…

Her:Whathappened?Ithoughtyousaidyoufixingthis!!!

Me:iwasgonnafixit..I..

Her:YouknowCowenifthisishowyougonnatreatthispoorgirl,thenyoumightaswelljustlet

hergo..Shehasbeenthroughenough!!!

Noonesaidanything..

Her:Whatexactlyhappened?

Me:Alcoholpoisoning..Butshe’sgonnabeokay…

Shelookedather.

Her:OhwFuni…

Thequestioniswhocalledmymother…



[FUNI]

Idon’tknowwhatwashappeningtome,butifoundmyselfataparkonethatmyfatherusedto

takemetoowheniwasyoung..

Iremembertheswing,iremembertheSlide,andiremembertheicecreamtruck…

Ilookedaroundandisawkidsplaying,itwasabeautifulday..

Therewasalevelofpeacethatcameoverme..Icontinuedlookingaroundandicouldn’tbelieve

whoisawsittingonthebenchitwasmyfather…

Islowlymademywaytohim,amideadWhat’shappening???

Me:D…Dad??

Hewasreadinganewspaperandputitawayassoonashesawme..

Him:Babzie…

Hestoodupandcametogivemeaverywarmhug…

Iwasveryemotional,ididn’twannalethimgobuteventuallyidid..

Me:What’shappening?Amidead?

Hesmiledandshookhisheadno..

Him:Younotdeadmybaby…

Me:What’shappeningthen?

Him:Wedon’thavealotoftime,thatwhiteboystillneedsyou…

Evenindeathmyfatherstillremainssarcasticonmyrelationships…

Westartedwalking…

Him:Imsorrythatihadtomakeyoumeetmelikethat…

Me:Itsfineiguess..

Ijustwantedtoknowwhatwasgoingon..

Him:iknowyouhavebeenfeelingguiltyaboutnotAttendingmyfuneral..

Me:iwantedtobethere,iwantedtobidyoufarewell…

Him:Imgladyouweren’tthere..

Howcanhesaythat?



Him:iknowhowfragileyouare,hadyoubeenthereyouweregonnagetaheartattackandwe

wouldbeghoststogether…

Me:Butstill,iwantedtobethere..

Him:Mychild,youbeingthereoryounotbeingtheredoesn’tchangethefactthatiloveyou..

YoushouldstopbeatingyourselfaboutnotAttendingmyfuneral…

Me:Beingtherewasgonnagivemeclosure…

Him:beingtherewasgonnagiveyouaheartattack…

Wethensawawhitelightarisingfromthesky…

Him:Itstimeformetogo,andforyoutogoback..

Me:No,don’tleavemealone..Iwannagowithyou..

Heshookhishead…

Him:Itsnotyourtime..

Me:ican’tlivewithoutyou,ican’tdothisalone..

Him:butyounotalone…

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Younotalone,rememberthatyouhaveafamilythatlovesyoudearly,justdon’tshutthem

out..

Hecameandhuggedme..

Him:iloveyoumydaughter..

Me:iloveyoutoodaddy..

Him:iwillalwaysbewithyou,iwillalwaysbewatchingoveryou…

Hethenwalkedtothelightanddisappeared..

Washardseeinghimgoagain…

Asiwasbusystandingtherecrying,iheardfamiliarvoicebusyarguingandshouting…

Nextthingiknow,myspiritisfloatingaroundthehospitalwardandgoingbacktomybody

that’swheniopenedmyeyes…

Iwasfeelingweak,anddrainedlikeihaven’tdrankwaterinawhile,butmostofallaftertalking

tomyfatheriwasatpeace.Itwaslikethisheavyloadhadbeenliftedoffmyshoulders..



Ididn’tsayanythingiwatchedthemtalking,mamakwasherselfasalways…

Mydad’swordsplayedinmyheadthatiamnotalone,idohaveafamily….Andtheymycrazy

family..

Dimalookedatmeandisignalledtoherthatshemustkeepquiet,iwasstillenjoyingthe

moment..

Shabba:Mamak,youdon’tunderstand!

Mamak:idon’thavetounderstand,allimsayingisyouguysshould’velookedafterher…

Cowen:Wedolookafterher..

Mamak:Thenwhyarewehere?

Shabba:Weherebecausesheisstubborn!

Me:iamnotstubborn..

Myvoicewasscratchy,mythroatwasdry..

Theyallkeptquietandlookedatme…

Mamakmadeherwaytome..

Her:Howareyoufeelingnowmisscoverpage?

Ithoughtshewould’veforgottenthatname..

Me:Stillfeelingweak..

IlookedatCowen,healsolookedatme…

Mamak:Let’sgivethemsomefewminutes..

Theyallwentout…

Itriedliftingmyupperbodyupsoicouldsitupstraight..

Cowen:Letmehelpyou..

HePreparedthepillowsthensatmeupstraight…

Him:Funii…Imverysorryab..

Me:idon’twannatalkaboutthat..

Helookedatme,ismiledatme..

Hesmiledatmetoo…



Dad’swordsstillplayedinmyhead“thatwhiteboystillneedsyou”.

Me:asmuchasiwannakillyou,butimnotgonnakillyoufornow..

Him:iwasabouttotellyoutomakeitalesspainfuldeath…

Ichuckled..

Him:ipromiseyouthingsaregonnachangefromnowon..

Me:iknowtheywill..

Hethenleanedcloserandkissedme..

Him:iloveyousoomuch

Me:iloveyoutoo
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[5MonthsLater]

ThingsbetweenmeandCowenwereabliss.Heisalwaysthere,heismoreopenand

communicateswithmeabouthisfeelings….

Wehavebeenseeingatherapisttohelpusdealwithwhathappenedespeciallyonmyside

sinceicouldn’tgetoverthekidnappingandlosingmybaby..

CowenisnowaqualifiedheartSurgeon,imveryproudofhimthathestuckthroughthatuntilhe

graduated…

Anotherthingthat’schangedisourfinancialstate,wegotbacktoourfeetthankstohisbigfat

chequehegetsfromtheSkulls,andhissurgerythatsmakinghimmoneytogetherwithhis

salaryheacquiresfromperformingsurgeriesatdifferenthospitals..

Imamnotmuchdependentonhimthough,becausemyBoutiqueisdoingwellnowwenamedit

“FuniFusion”…

Idon’thavebigclientsasyet,butwedesigndressesformatriculantswhoaregoingontheir

matricdance,wealsodesignoutfitsforlocalcelebritiesiftheygoingtofunctionslikeDurban

julyandAwards……

Dimahasbeenasweetheart,wewentpassthe“Employee”and“Employer”relationshipwenow

veryclosewegoodfriendstogetherwithbrown..

That’smycircleoffriendship,thosearetheonlytwopeopleitrust…

ThingsbetweenmeandmyCousinJoziarenotprettyGood.AfterfindingoutthatherHusband



ZakeswasinvolvedinmykidnappingijustfeltthatItsbetterifwekeepourdistancefromeach

other…………

ItwasaSaturdaynight,wewereallcoupedupatBrown’sflat..

Wasjustme,Dima,andBrownwewerejusthavingameregirlsnight….

Weweretalkingaboutthingsandwatchingchickfleekmovies,whiledrinkingwineandeating

chocolates..

Idon’tdrinkmuchanymore,oneortwoglassesofwinethenimfine..

Weweresittingontheloungefloorwhileplayingsomegame….

Brown:Soyoutakeapieceofpaper,readthewordoutandsaythefirstthingthatcomesinto

mind..

Me:Imgame..

Brown:Dimayoucanstart.

Dimatookapieceofpaperfromthebowl,unfoldeditthenreadwhatwaswrittenthere..

Her:“Fun”

Me:What’sthefirstthingthatcomesintoyourmind?

Dima:Partying..

Brown:ItsyourturnFuni..

Itookapieceofpaper,unfoldeditandreadthewordthatwaswrittenthere..

Me:“babies”

Theylookedatme..

Me:Cute..

Dima:Theyarecute,justnotwhenarestillnewborns..

Me:YourturnBrown..

Hetookoutapieceofpaperanddidthesamething..

Him:“French”

Welookedathim..

Him:Tongue..



Me:Younasty..

Welaughed..

ItwasDima’sturnagain..

Her:“passion”andthefirstthingthatcomestomymindis..“kiss”

Me:kissofpassion..

Brown:ilike..

Me:Myturn..

Itookoutapaperandagainigot“babies”..

Somethingwasjustnotright,icheckedalltheremainingpapersinthebowlandtheywereall

written”babies”…

IlookedatDimaandBrown..

Me:Caniseeyourpapers..

Theygaveme,andtheirpaperswerewritten“babies”…

Me:What’sgoingon,didCowenputyouguysuptothis?

Therewasamomentofsilenceforawhile..

Me:Sohedecidedtocrashourgirlsnightbyinfluencingyouguystopressurisemeabout

havinganotherbaby?….

Dima:HisjustworriedaboutyouFuniandsoarewe..

Ididn’twannabreakdowninfrontofthem..

Me:Let’sjusttalkaboutsomethingelse..

Brown:Okay..

Dimahasbeenalittledistanteversincewegothere….

Me:What’swrongareyouokay?

Her:huh?

Brown:Youseemdistant..

Sheexhaled..

Her:ShabbawantstopayLobolaforme..



Me:Soquick?

Her:Hewantsmetomoveinwithhimandmymotherwon’tallowuntilhepaysLobola..

Brown:That’ssupposedtobeagoodthingright,imeanyouguysloveeachother?

Dima:Yes,but.

Me:But?

Her:ifeellikehishidingsomethingfromme,andimsensingItssomethingbig…

Brownandilookedateachother,thenwelookedatDimaagain..

Brown:Haveyouconfrotedhimaboutthat?

Dima:iwantedtohaveprooffirst..Can’tconfrothimoverafeeling..

Ilookedatmywristwatch..

Me:ithinkishouldgetgoing,Itslate..

Dima:ithoughtwewerestillgonnawatchthislastmovie…

Me:TomorrowCowenandiwegoingtohismother’shouse,there’sanunveilingsoweleaving

earlyithinkitsbestihaveanearlynight..Weallshouldhaveanearlynightbecauseyouguys

arecomingtoo..

Brownstoodup..

Him:Funiisright..

Dima:Wellthat’sabummer..

Dimaandialsostoodupthenweallhuggedeachotherandbideachotherfarewell…

Me:YouwantaliftDima?

Her:NoillcallShabba

Me:Okayguysseeyoutomorrow..

Theyagreed..TheythenwalkedMetomynewcarthatCowenboughtmewasaToyotaRav4…

[DIMA]

IcalledShabbatocomeandfetchme,hedidn’ttakethatlong..

Afterrecievingatextfromhimthathiswaitingoutside,huggedBrowntheniwenttoShabba

whowaswaitingformebythegateinhiscar…



Me:Hey..

Hekissedmeonmycheek.

Him:Howwasyournightwiththegirls?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Hestarteddriving.SomethingwasdefinitelynotrightwithShabba,theblackclotheshewears

the“Skull”sign.Ifeellikehishidingsomethingfromme..

Hekeptonstealinglooksatmewhilehewasdriving..

Me:Yini?(what)

Him:Whyusourso?

Me:idon’tknowhowtoreplytothat..

Hekeptquiet…

Westoppedatcaltex..

Him:Imgonnagetsomeredbull,wantsomething?

Me:achocolatewouldbenicethankyou..

Him:Okayimcoming..

Hegotout,ashewaswalkingtotheentranceitookhisphone..

Iknowsnoopingaroundiswrongbut,ireallywannaconfrothimwhenihaveproof…

Hecamebacktothecarafterlike30sec,iputhisphonebackwereifoundit..

Me:Thatwasquick…

Him:ng’khohlweibellaslami(iforgotmyphone)

Hetookit…

Him:ngiyabuya(imcomingback)…

Hethenlookedatme..

Him:angik’thandimowukwateso(idon’tlikeyouwhenyoumad)

Me:Imnotmad..

Him:Yeahwhatever..



Hesqueezedmycheekandthenwent..Shabba..Shabba..Ihopeheisstraightwithme..
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[DIMA]

Iwasattheflat,Whenimean“theflat”imeanShabba’sflat…

Mymomallowsmetovisithimonsomeweekendsbutdoesn’twantusmovingintogetheruntil

hepaysLobola..

Hisnotevenallowedtostepfootinmyhouse,heonlydropsmeatthegateandthat’sthat..

IwasbusypreparingFuni’sweddingoutfit,yesontuesdayshe’sgettingmarriedoffwhichshe

doesn’tevenhaveanidea..

TuesdayItsherbirthday,soCowendecidedthathewannasurpriseherwithaweddingatthe

rooftop,andweallouttomakeitaperfectnightfither…..

HehasaskedmetodesignherweddingoutfitandimnervousbecausetodayItsSaturdayand

tuesdayisjustaroundthecorner..

Itwasnowaround1am,ihavehadmy3rdcupofJacobspuregroundcoffeeineedtofinishthe

sketchofthisoutfitsoicouldhaveitputittogetherforheratthefactoryorCowenisgonna

murderme..

ItwasawhiteLongtightskirt,withawhitetshirtthathasagoldlining..

Funiisabiggirlsoihavetogetthemeasurementsrightandeverythingelse……

Shabbawalkedinonmeafterawhile..

Shabba:Howfaralongareyou?

Me:almostthere..

Hesatonthechairandlookedatmeasiwasbusysketching..

Me:Youmakingithardformetoconcentrateyouknow?

Hekeptquietandspokeafterafewseconds…

Him:What’swrongkanti?

Me:NothingShabbaijustwannafinishFuni’soutfitbeforeigotobed…..

Him:Skatlookatme..



Istoppedwhatiwasdoingandlookedathim..

Him:Talktome,ngikwenzeni(talktome)…

Hegavemeadesperatelookinexchangeformyhonesty..

Iputeverythingdownandexhaled,howdoesoneevenbegintoasksuch….

Him:Youdon’twantustoproceedwiththeLobola?

Ilookedathim,howcanheeventhinkofthatilovehimandiwannabewithhim..

Me:Whyyousaythat?

Him:BecauseyounothappySkat,imeanain’tgirlssupposedtobehappywhenitcomestothat?

Ilookedathim,helookedsoocuteanddesperateatthesametime..

Him:iunderstandifyoudon’twannagoonwiththenegotiationsimnotgonnaforceyou..

Me:ItsnotthatShabba..

Him:Thenyini?(whatisit)

Imightaswelljusttellhimthetruth,ifican’tbehonestwithhimthenwhoamigonnabe

honestwith?

Me:ijust….

Ilookedathimandhiseyesmademegaincouragetoconfrothim..

Me:Shabbawhatisitthatyoudoforaliving?Whyyoualwayswearingblack?Whatistheskull

for?

Hechuckled..Ididn’tknowthatwasamusing..

Him:That’swhatsbeenbotheringyou?

Inoddedmyhead..

Him:Okay..

Iswallowedhard,helookedlikehewasabouttomakeabigconfession..

Him:Letmeputitinawaythatyougoingtounderstand..

Me:Oookay..

Hegavemeaseriouslook..

Him:promiseyouwon’ttellanyoneorleaveme?becauseifyoudothenillhavetokillyou..



Ithoughthewasgonnasay“imjoking”butnohewasserious..

Inodded..

Him:Promise?

Me:i..Pro..Promise..

Him:Inlamesttermsandnottoconfuseyou..IamaGangster,andpartofacrewcalledthe

Skulls..Ourcrewiscomposedofdoctors,lawyers,Copsetc..Wealwayslookoutforeachother..

Weareineachandeveryprovince,eachprovincehasaleaderandourleaderhereisCowen..

Weprofessionalthugs,weonlyrobbanksthat’swhywethisrich,andweonlykillthosewho

meanusharm..

Afterkillingyouweputawhiteclothoveryoutosymbolisepurity,cleansingourselvesfromyour

death…..

Thisistoomuch,Ihaveneverexpectedmeandmyselftobeinvolvedwithsuchadangerous

person..OhhGodwhatismyfamilygonnasay??Whatamigonnasayhisprofessionis??

Him:Anythingelse?

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:DimzozoiloveyouSkatandillneverhurtyou..

Icouldseeinhiseyesthathemeantit..SoFuniisalsodatingaGangster???

[FUNI]

Cowencamehomeat2am.Iwasstillup,ican’tsleepwithouthimbeinghere..

Hewasverysurprisedtoseemeup….

WhatihateaboutCowenisthatsincehebecameaheartSurgeonheisalwaysbusyandhardly

athome..

Hewasverytiredicouldtell,hiseyeswereevenredandheavy..

Iwaswearingmyshortnightdress..

Him:thoughtyou’dbesleeping..

Hesaidthatwhileyawning…

Me:Youknowican’tsleepwithoutyoubeinghere..

Hetookoffhiswhitecoatandthrewitonthecouchthencameuptome..



Him:Hardtoresistcaressingyourbigthighsinthatsexynumber..

Heranhishandupmythighswhileigavehimaseriouslook..

Him:Somethingtellsmethatimintrouble..

Me:Whydidyoucrashmygirlsnight?

Hegavemeaconfusedlook..

Me:Bragawhydidyouforcemygirlstopressurisemeaboutthebabything?

Him:Ngizok’shayayouknowyounotsupposedtocallmeBraga..

Ikeptquietandlookedathim..

Him:Imsorrybubu,ithoughtthatmaybeifitcamefromyourfriendsyouwouldactuallygiveita

thought..

Cowenwantsababyandihatethathispressurisingme,imnotready….

Me:Cowenyouknowimnotready,pleasedon’ttakemebackthere..

Hekissedmyhands..

Him:iknowandimsorry..

Me:My..Ourbabywasextractedfrommywombinthemostpainfulway,iseethescareveryday

anditremindsmeofwhathe…Didtome.

Ilookedathimwithtearsinmyeyes..

Me:Areyougonnaleavemeifirefusetogiveyouababy?Iknowhowmuchyouwantyour

babies…HepulledmeclosertohimandhuggedmetightwhileWhisperinginmyear..

Him:Don’tbecrazy,babyornotillalwaysloveyou..

That’sallineededtoknow,himlovingme
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[FUNI]

Unfortunatelywedidn’tgototheunveiling,Cowenwasverytiredfromthenightbefore..Hetold

methatusnotbeingtherewon’taffectanyonebecausetherelativewasnotevensomeone

closetohim.

IhadtocallBrownandDimatocancel……



Itwasaround8:55andiwasinmybraandmatchingunderwearsincewenotgoingtothe

unveilingidecidedtogotochurch..

IamverymuchconnectedtoGodnowandifeellikeishouldalwaysbegreatfulforthelifei

havenow…

Cowenmadehiswayinasiwasbusychoosinganoutfit..

Onlyafewclothesfitmenow,iwasgainingweightdrastically..

Ifelthimsqueezingmybuttandkissingmeonmyneckasiwasintheclosetgoingthroughmy

clothes…

Me:Cowenstop..

Him:Howcaniresistyouwhenyouthissexy?

Me:Youcan’tevennoticethatimfat?

Hishandsmadetheirwaytomybuttcheeks..

Him:Imnotcomplainingbecauseyougainingweightinalltherightplaces….

Me:Stopit,impreparingforchurch..

Him:5min..

Me:Imalreadylate..

Him:2min..

Me:asiflikeyouwouldreallygofor2minutes?

Him:illtry

Me:Yeahthenyour2minwillbe15min..

HeExhaledandifelthiswarmbreathhittingmyneck..

Me:Ain’tyousupposedtobesleeping?Youtiredremember?

OnethingaboutCowenisthat,nomatterhowtiredheishewillneversleepthewholeday..He

alwayswakesupbeforeme..

Him:Imnotsleepy..

Icouldfeelhishardshaftagainstmybutt..

Me:Thengobuymeapresentformybirthdayontuesday..

IamexcitedaboutmyBirthdayOntuesday,iammostlylookingforwardtothegiftsimgonna



get.IhavebeenhintingCowenthatiwantaMercedes-BenzGLAihopehebuysme..

Hishandsmovedtomybreastsandhesqueezedthem,hewasReallyturningmeon..

Me:Cowenstop…

Him:Skipchurchfortoday..

Me:Justbecauseyoudon’tgotochurch,doesn’tmeanwealldon’tgo…

Heturnedmearoundtofacehim..

Him:DoyoustillhavetheMorningafterpill?

Inodded..

Him:Thenthat’sgood..

Heliftedmeupandiwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistwhilehebalancedmeonmybuttsoi

don’tfall..

Forhimtotakeallmyweight,hewasverystrong..

Hemovedbackwardsuntilwemadeourwaytothesmallcouchjustinthecentreattheclosest..

Hesatdownwithmeontopofhimandwewerebusykissing…

Hewasrunninghishandsonmyback,whileourtonguesweredancingaround…

Wecontinuedkissing,andhimcaressingmeallover.Iwasalreadygettingwet,everytimewhen

Cowentouchesmeinasexualwayigetwet…..

Hewenttotakeoffmybra,anditookoffhisTanktop..

Him:iloveyousoomuchbaby..

Me:iloveyoutoo..

Inamatterofsecondswewerenaked,iwasstillontopofhimwhenhehelpedmeSlidemyself

onhim..

Everytimewhenheentersmeitcomeswithabitofpain..

Ihadmyhandsonhisshoulders,andhehadhishandsonmywaist..

Me:Ouch!!

Him:Painful?

Me:alittle..



Him:Sorry..

Islowlytookallofhimin,andicouldfeelitdeepinside..

Me:Itwe..Itwentintoodeep..

Him:We’llbedoneinnotime..

Hestartedkissingmewhileiwentupanddownonhim…

Afterafewminuteshewasholdingmywaistverytightandmakingmegoupanddownonhim

veryfast…Ifelthimindeepwhichwasabituncomfortable..

Me:Cowe..Cowen…

[DIMA]

Iwasatthekitchendrinkingcoffee..Icouldn’tevensleeplastnightafterwhatShabbatoldme..

IloveShabbaandimnotgonnaleavehim,imjustwonderinghowwegonnaworkoutandwhat

amigonnasaytomyfamily???

Ihaveneverdatedabadboy,ialwaysdatedsweetguysyouknowyourtypical“Boynextdoor”

whowereevenscaredofsex….

Ireallydidn’tknowhowourrelationshipwasgonnaworkout,butilovehimalotimeanthisis

thesameguywhotookmyvirginity…

Iwasbroughtbacktorealitywhenheputhisarmaroundmyneckandkissedmeonmycheek..

Hethenwhisperedinmyear..

Him:Thinkingtoomuchisnotgood..

Hethenwenttomakehimselfcoffee.

Him:Howareyou?

Me:Goodandyou?

Isaidthatwhileyawning..

Him:Whatwereyoudoingwhensomeofusweresleeping?

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:Justhadahecticnight..

Him:Stillbotheredbywhatitoldyoulastnight?

Inoddedmyhead..



Me:iveneverdatedabadboybefore..

Hechuckled..

Me:Imwonderinghowwegonnaworkout..

Him:itoldyouthatimnevergonnahurtyou..

Me:Butifileaveyouthenyouwill?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Sorrythatcameoutwrong..

Him:Itsayt..

Ikeptquietandsippedonmycoffee..

Him:Doyouknowwhatotherthingsthatbadboysaregoodat?

Ilookedathim..

Me:no..

Him:wannaknow?

Me:ifit’snotdangerous

Heputhismugdownthencametomeandkissedme…..

Him:That..

Wecontinuedkissingandhepickedmeupandputmeontopofthekitchencounter,andcame

inbetweenmylegs,whilewewerestillbusykissing…..
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[DIMA]

Tuesdaycame,itwasFuni’sbirthdayandsurprisewedding..

Everythingwastobesetupattherooftopbeforeshegetsbackfromwork,andifeverythingis

notyetsetiamsupposetokeepherbusy…..

Ihadfinishedwithheroutfit,ievensentthesketchestothefactorypersonalandfetchedittoo

whenitwasready……

Ihopeshelikesit,butmostofallihopeitfitsherespeciallybecausenowshehaswider

curves….



Iwasnervousasiflikeimtheonegettingmarriedinafewhourstime…

Cowenisgonnabehereinnotimetofetchtheoutfit..

Me:Heroutfitisdone,ihopeshelikesit…

Iwasbreathinginandout…

Shabbalaughed,ilookedathim..

Me:Imgladthatyoufindingthisfunny..

Him:Whyareyouthisnervousagain?

Me:Excuseme?

Him:Noexcuseyou..Dimayoudideverythingyoucould,youevenwentanextramile.Ifthis

doesn’tworkoutthenItsnotyourfault..PlushowdoweknowthatFuniisevengonnabehappy

aboutallthissurprisewedding?

Me:Yourightaboutthat.IfeellikeCowenshould’vemaybegavealittlethoughtintoallofthis..

Aweddingisnotwhatyousurprisesomeonewith..

Him:Exactly,whatyoushouldbeworryingaboutisyourLobolanegotiationsonSaturday..

Me:Andthenthere’sthat..

MyLobolanegotiationsareonSaturdayiamalsonervousaboutthat…

Me:ifeelsoomuchstressidon’tknowifillbeabletokeepup..

Wethenheardthedoorbell..

Shabba:mustbeCowen…

Hestoodupandwenttoopen,indeeditwasCowen….

Cowen:Morningguys..

Wegreetedhimback..

Me:Heroutfitisonthecouch..

Hewentandgotit…

Him:Thankyouverymuch.

Shabba:Doesshehaveaslightclueaboutallofthis?

Cowen:naashe’snotsuspectinganything…



Me:Thenthat’sgood..

Cowen:18:00attherooftop…

Shabba:We’llbethere

Cowen:Don’tbelatetoo..

Shabba:Never..

Hethenlookedatme…

Him:Thankyouverymuch,ioweyoubigtime..

Me:Youwelcome..

Hethenwalkedout..

Me:Letmegogetmythings..Afterthewholeceremonyisdonecanyoupleasedrivemehome?

Helookedatme..

Him:ismyflatboring?

Me:Noineedtogohomemymomwantsmehomesowecanalsostartpreparingforthe

negotiations…

Heraisedhishandsupasiflikehewassurrendering..

Me:Letmegogetmythingsthen..

Him:Okay

Iwenttogetmythings..

[FUNI]

Iwasdonepreparingforwork,ikeptoncheckingmyphonehopingtogetatextorphonecall

fromCowenwishingmeahappybirthday,butnothing….

Myheartwasverysoreiwon’tlie,Shabbahadwishedmeahappybirthday,Dimahadwished

meahappybirthdaytoo..sodidBrown,evenmyCousinJozicalledandCowenforgot…

Itookmyphoneandcalledhim…

Him:Bubu

Me:Heyhoney..

Him:Areyoualright?



Me:Yes..

Him:Thenthat’sgoodtohear..

Me:uhmCowen..

Him:Yes?

Me:aren’tyouforgettingsomething?

Him:Somethinglike?

Me:idon’tknowwashopingthatmaybeyouwouldwannatellmesomething?

Him:Ohwyaayourresultscamebackyounotpregnant….IthinkyougainingweightBecauseyou

eatingalotofunhealthyfood..

Me:Ohw.

Him:Yeap..Aren’tyouattheboutique?

Me:Wasonmywaythere..

Him:Okayhavealovelyday,andiloveyou..

Me:metoo..

Him:Bye

Me:Bye

Ihungedup..Thatwasathorntomyheart……….

…

Mydayattheboutiquewasveryslowandnotinteresting,ormaybeisitbecauseiwasstillmad

thatCowenforgotmybirthday..

IhavebeenhintinghimabouttheMercedes-Benzthewholeoflastweekbutstill……

Iwasrelievedwhentheclockstruck17:00,icangohomeandsleepmybrokenheartaway…

Dimacametomyofficeasiwaspackingmythings….

Her:bosslady.

Ilookedather..

Her:Don’tyouwannagoout,getIcecreamorsomethingimeanItsyourbirthdayafterall..

Me:Thankyou,butno..



Him:Areyoustillmadthatheforgotyourbirthday?

Me:Youdamnrightiam..Howcouldhe?

Her:Thenthat’swhyyoushoulddrownyoursorrowsinicecream..

Ilookedather..

Me:Wellmaybeyouright,letsgo..

Shesmiledatmeandwewent….

Wedidn’ttakethatlongatthemall,wejustgoticecreamsanddidabitofwindowshopping

untilwegotboredandwenttomyplace….

Dimawaswearingabeautifulgold&whitedresslikeshe’sgoingtoattendsomeimportant

function…

Thehousewasquietwhenwegotin,Cowenisdefinitelynotback..

Me:Letmegoputmythingsupstairs…

Her:illjusthangarounddownhere.

Me:Okay..

Iwalkedupstairstomybedroom,andwhatisawwhenigottherereallyshockedme..

Abeautifulgold&whiteoutfitwaslaidoutonthebedwithgoldheelsandanote…

Iwenttogetthenoteanditread:

“Wemetinthemoststrangewayever,youwerejustamerepatientofmineandiwasyour

doctor.Neverinamillionyearsdidithinkthattodayillhavethecouragetomakeyoumywife.I

loveyou,andiwannaspendtherestofmylifewithyou.Ivelostyoumanytimesbefore,and

todayiwannakeepyouforever..AllimSayingFuniMahlanguis,wouldyoupleasemarryme?

Putontheoutfitandcomeattherooftop,ifyounothereinanhourthenillknowthatyour

answerisno..

Andbeforeiforgetliftupthepillow”..

IliftedupthepillowandisawCarkeys,Mercedes-BenzcarkeystobeExactwithasmallribbon

wrappedaroundthemwritten“happybirthday”…

Iwasveryshocked,ididn’tknowwhattodoorthinkatthatpoint.

WhatisCowenthinking?Thisissomethingthatweshould’vediscussedfirst…

[COWEN]



Iwaswaitingattherooftop,theplacewasdecoratedgold&white.

Ourclosefamilyandfriendswerethere,mymomwasthereevenhercousinJoziwasthere…

TimehadwentandFuniwasnotshowingup…….

Forthefirsttimeinmylifeiwasscaredmaybeicrossedtheline,ishould’vediscussedthiswith

herfirst…

Everyonewasstartingtogetabitworried…

Dimawalkedintotakeherseatandilookedather,shethenshookherheadandmumbledthe

words“Sorry”…

Myheartsank,ireallythoughtthatFuniwasgonnaacceptmyproposal..

IturnedandlookedatthePastor…

Me:Uhmiamverysorryaboutwhat’shappening..Ireallythoughtthat..

IfeltShabbapokingmeonmyshoulder..Ilookedathim…

Me:Waitmanimstill..

Him:Lookattheemergencydoor..

Iturnedandlookedatthedoorandthereshewasmakingherwaytomeandlookingbeautiful

asever…

Everyonestoodup….

Shelookedverybeautifulandperfect.Whenshehadmadeherwaytomeeveryonesatdown…

Shelookedatme,withaseriousfaceiknewthatdeepdownshewantedtokillme…

Me:ihaveafuneralcover..

Her:Youbetter……

Afterafewsecondsshesmiledatmeandismiledathertoo….

IwasverygladthattonightsheisgoingtobeMRSSEANCOWEN..
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[2YEARSLATER]



IaminmyhotelroomsittingonthebedabouttovideocallMamak….

CowenandimadethistoDurbanbecauseDimaandShabbaaregettingmarriedtomorrow..

TheyHavedoneprettywellforthemselves,theyhaveahouseandshe’s4monthspregnant..

Thereasonwhyittookthislongforthemtogetmarried,isthatDima’sfamilytriedtobreak

themupafterfindingoutthatShabbaisaSkull.ItwasthelowestpointinDima’slifebecause

nomatterhowmuchshetriedtoconvinceherfamilyhowhappysheiswithShabba,theyjust

didn’twannahearnoneofthatandtheydisownedher.Shecouldn’thandlethenewsverywell

thatshegotseveredepression..

Ittookherawhiletoputtogetherthebrokenpiecesofherpsychiatry…Afterthatwhole

experiencewhensherecovereddecidedtoplantheirweddingandherewearetoday……..

DimaandShabbaloveeachother,ididn’tknowthatShabbacanactuallylovesomeone…

Beforeimadethecall,istoodupandwenttolookatthescarinmyabdominalareabutthis

timearoundmyattitudetowardsithadchanged.IamlookingatitnotthinkingaboutwhatZuko

oncedidtome,butthinkingaboutthetwohumansbeingsthatcamefromthere…

2monthsagoigavebirthtotwinboysSeanCowenjnr,andSadeCowen…..

Itwasnotaplannedpregnancy,whathadhappenedisthat..CowenandiwenttotheBahamas

forourannivesaryandwedidthedeedunfortunatelyicouldn’tgetanymorningafterpillthere

sothat’showmyboyswereconcieved…

IwentandtookmyphonethenvideocalledMamak…

Her:Misscoverpage,ithoughtyou’llbeattentingyourfriend’sbridalshower?

Me:Imabouttogo,justwantedtoseemyboysimissthem…

Her:Itsonlybeen2days,youhavealreadycalledus50times..

Nowshe’sexaggerating…

Me:iknow,ijustmissthemalot..

Her:Theysleeping..

Me:Caniseethem?

Sheturnedherphoneandtheyweresleepingpeacefully…Iwatchedthemwithtearsinmyeyes..

Her:haiboFuni..

Me:Youjustdon’tunderstandhowmuchimissthem..

ThedooropenedasiwasspeakingtoMamak,andCowenwalkedin…



Him:ShabbaandD..

Helookedatmewithdisapproval..

Me:ijustmissthemOkay?

Him:Thisisthe50thtimeyoucalledhome..

Hecametositnexttome..

Cowen:ubulawayiseparationanxietymamaungamunaki..

Hetookmyphoneandcancelledthevideocall…

Him:everysecondyougetyoualwaysseparatingyourselffromusandcallinghome..Your

friendneedsyoushe’sanervouswreck..

Me:Maybeihavebeenabitselfish..

Him:Youhave..

Istoodup..

Me:Let’sgo..

Him:Notyet..Badgirlsdeservetobepunished..

Hepulledmetohimandifellonthebedwithhimcomingontopofme…

Him:Howdidwegethere?

Me:G5..

Him:Noimeanwemarriedandwehavetwins,howdidwegettohavethisperfectlife?

Me:Justblessingsonblessings..

Hesmiledandkissedme…

…

Icameveryfarformetohavethislife.Whenihadgivenuponeverfindinghappinessand

peaceinmylife,someonenevergaveuponmeinsteadhesavedmefrommyinlawsbeing

Zukoandhisfamily…

Iusedtocrywhenigodownmemorylane,butnowismilewhenigodownmemorylane

becauseifZukodidn’tbashmewithhisgunthatnight,theniwouldn’thavemetDRCowen…

Sometimespainfulexperiencesareactuallysteppingstonestoabrighterfuture,neverinyour

lifeviewapainfulexperienceasacurse..



Thankyoutoeveryonewhotooktheirtimetoreadmystory.

.

IAMFUNICOWEN,ANDTHISWASMYSTORY

*************THEEND************


