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AFEWYEARSAGO

Beforewebegin,Iwillgiveyouashortdescription

ofmylife.Iamthelastbornoutof3girls.Mybig

sister,Thefirstbornis27.Secondbornis20andI

wasthelastgirltosealmymother'swomb..

Wewereallbornfromthesamewomb,Fedthe

samebreastbutneverthesamespermduct.See,

ThefirstbornNomgqibelo,Andthesecondborn

NomakhosibothhavethesameDad.FromwhatI

hear,Theirfatherwasaperfectlyfinancialstable

somebodywhoprovidedverywellforhisfamily.

Circumstancessurroundinghisdeath,Arenever

spokenaboutotherthanthefactthatonetime



whenhewasdrivingfromworktohome,Hepulled

over.Laidhisheadonthewheelanditwasdeath

'clockforhim.Hisdeathcertificatewaswritten

"Heartattack".Althoughhehadfamily,Amother,

Father,Siblingstheyinheritednothing.Notevena

cent,MyMothergotitall.Allthemoney,Hiscar,

Andthehouse.

Iwasaproductofanaffairthatwasnevermeantto

happenwithamarriedMan,Whosomehow

convincedmyMotherthathewashavingproblems

withhiswifeandwassettoleaveherformyMother

butneverdid.Hemadearunforitassoonashe

foundoutthatmyMotherwaspregnantwithme.By

thenmystepfatherhadfoundoutabouttheaffair,

Myfatherwashisbestfriend,andaftertheaffairhe

wasreadytodivorcemyMotherthat'swhenhe

passedon.Ahealthymanwakinguponedayand

havingaheartattacklateron..MyMotherwasstill

pregnantwithmewhenhepassedon..



ItwassaidthattoberainingwhenIwasborn,A

heavyrainwithdarkclouds.That'swhyIwas

named"Nomvula"..

Gqibeloisanaccountbythewayandmarried,

Khosijustfinishedhermatricaftersupplementing

twice!she'skeenongoingtovarsitynextyear..

Iwasdeclinedthatchanceofevenfinishingmatric

whenIfellpregnanthalfwaythroughgrade11at17.

Ididpassgrade11,ExactlywhenIwasexcited

aboutmatric.Mymomhadmedropout,InJuly

2021Igavebirth.BythenIlonghome.Ihadnoone

tohelpmewiththebaby,MyMotherwasn'thaving

itsoIhadnochoicebuttototallyleaveschoolwith

nohopesofgoingback.

Thehardestpartaboutmylifeistakingcareofa6

monthsoldbabyandbeingahousemaidatthe

sametime,justbecauseI'mnotworking.Ourhouse

isa6roomedhouse,IevencleanKhosiandMom's



bedroom..

InamedmySonLanga,Infull"LangaElihle".Itwas

asunnydaywhenhewasborn,Andforthefactthat

Iwasbornwhenitwasraining.Heismyeveryday

sunshineinastormyweather,Thatrayofhope,The

onlyreasonwhyIhaven'tconsideredendingmy

life..

ItwasacoldMondaymorning.Usuallyoncold

dayslikethis,Iwakeupandpreparesoftporridge

formymotherandKhosibeforetheyleave.Khosiis

ona12monthslearnership,Momisworkingasa

cookatahospital.Allthemoneysheinheritedlong

finishedlikepapersthatitwas.Sheevenhadto

downgradefromaBMWtoacorolla..

Itwasstilldarkoutside,Ilookedatthetime.Itwas

5am.Ikeptonyawning,Langadidn'tsleeplast

night.Hehadaterriblefever,Heisteethingandnot

himself.Healsohasdiarrhea,Itookhimtothe



clinicyesterdayandIhopethemedicationwillhelp..

Khosiwalkedin..

Me:Goodmorning,I'mjustabouttostartcooking

thesoftporridge

Shewasinherwintergown,Socksandflops..

Khosi:WeehVulaawusho,Lenganeyakhoekhala

rightthroughatnight..Kantiawuyisangangani

eClinic?(Vulatellme,Thischildofyoursthatcries

everynight..Whyhaven'tyoutakenhimtotheclinic)

Me:Ngimisileizolo,Basinikemedication(Itookhim

yesterday,Theygaveusmeds)

Khosi:Manje?Phelaumuntuakalalanga(So?I



didn'tsleep)

Me:I'mmakinghimrooibosnow

Khosi:Milk?

Me:Hismilkfinished

Khosi:Isn'thegettingsassamoneyorsomething?

Didn'tyouguysgetitlastweekorsomething?We

onthethirdweekofJanuary2022andalreadyyou

broke?

Me:YaabutIstalkeduponnappies,Hisinstant

porridgeandheneedednewclothes.Theother

onesnolongerfithim.MilkisexpensiveandIno

longerproducemuchmilkanymoredueto

starvation



Shelaughedandclappedherhands..

Me:I'lltrytogetajobthisyear

Khosi:AjobneedsamatriccertificateVula,You

don'thaveone.Youdroppedoutlastyear

remember?

Me:Ihadnochoice,Mommademedropout

Khosi:Don'tputthisonmom.Youweredoing

matric,Hadawholefutureaheadofyouandyou

decidedtofallpregnant!Manjewhyareyoumaking

thisourfault?Youwereaffordedthesame

opportunityasmeandGqibi

Me:Youtwowenttoaprivateschool,Iwenttoa

publicschool



Khosi:Ihaba!R650schoolfeeseverymonthisnow

aprivateschool?

Me:Eitherway

Weheardthetoiletflushing.Khosiproceededto

makeherselfcoffee.Mymothershowedupinthe

kitchenalsowearingherwarmwintergown..

Mom:Nkulunkuluwam,HowwillIgettoworkwitha

runningstomach?

Khosi:Minewasbloated,Ikeptonfartingallnight

Mom:WeehNomvula,Onedayyougoingtokillus.I

toldyoustayawayfrommyspicesthatyoudon't

know,Whenyoucookingforus.Thesespicesare

expensiveandareforhighlyeducatedpeople.

Peoplewhofinishedtheirmatric.Peoplewhocan



readnotpeoplewhochoseamanoverbooks

Khosilaughed...

Mom:Khosidon'tlaughthisisserious,sizoshona

oneday

Khosi:Deathbyspices

Mom:Sticktobo6gun,Rajahmedium,minestrone

soupplease

Khosi:Letmegoandtrytogetsomesleep,We

didn'tsleeplastnightphela

Mom:EyynalevezandlebeNkosiyamelikhala

mlibe(Thisbastardchildthatcriesallthetime)



Khosi:HaiboMa..Childrenareablessing

Mom:Notabastard.TheBiblestatesthatachild

bornoutofwedlockisabastard

Khosi:BandlauLittlebastard

Mom:Awufuneubabawenganeuyiselengane

kuboyenzelweisiko,ubikwe(Findyourbabydaddy,

Takethebabytohimsotheycandotraditional

thingsforhim)

Khosi:kuphi..Angithihepromisedhertheworld,

Thenwentandmarriedsomeoneelse.Thisonehad

tofindoutonFacebookandWhatsAppstatus

messages

Theybothlaughed..



Mom:AzonigilaAmadoda.Theywilluseyouand

thengoandmarrysomeoneelse

Khosi:WhuuawukahleMa,Someofusaresmart

enoughtohaveknownwhatcontraceptionis

Iwasbythestoveturningiton.Icouldn'tseeifI

wasgoingonhighormediumbecausetearswere

alreadyburningmyeyes..

Khosi:Athisolalathinaabantuabasebenzanzima,

Abazimiselengempilo(Letmegoandsleep,People

likemewhoworkhardandarepassionateinlife)

Mom:Chaletmevisitthetoiletbeforebathing

Theywalkedoutofthekitchenalllaughing..



Khosi:BastarduyakhalangaleVuloo(Bastardis

crying)

Theygiggled..

Khosi:Ngiyadlala(I'mplaying)

.
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ItbafflesmehowParentsthinkus,asgirlswe

wouldwakeuponedayandthinktoourselves"How

canIfuckupmylife?OhhIknow,letmehavea

baby!".Whywouldwewakeuponedayandchoose



alongtermsentence,Chainsthatcannotbebroken

bypurposelybindingourselvestohavingbabies.

Thenchoosingtokeepthebaby.

Abortionisnotaseasyassomepeoplemakeitout

tobe.Sheforgets,Khosifellpregnanttwicewhilst

onthepillandaborted.Justbecauseshechoseto

notkeephers,She'ssomehowmoresmarterthan

me.MyMomwilloverlookKhosi'smistakes,Letme

makeonemistake.Eventheslightest,Shewillbeon

mythroat..

Ifshe'ssoperfectlymade,I'mabastardchild

myselfwhydidn'tsheabortme?Pleaselet'snotsay

becauseshechosenottoo.Itwasbecauseshe

thoughtshecouldtrapmyfatherwithababy

becausehermarriagebythenwasfailing.She

thoughtshecouldmovefrommystepfather,Trap

hisbestfriendwithababyandhewillleavehiswife.

Thatdidn'thappen,AndIendedupbeingher

biggestmistake..



DespitethepainfulwordsIendurefromthishouse,

EverydayIovershadowthecursessaiduponmy

Sonwithprayerandblessinghimbymymouth.

Theyhavepurposedhisfuture,Thathewilleither

beathug,turntodrugsorwashcarsforaliving.

Likehavingacarwashisabigfailtothem..

AtleastIgetthosefewhoursofpeacewhenthey

gone,Whenit'sjustmeandmySonaroundthe

house..

IwasnaivewhenImetLanga'sfather.Iwasa17

yearoldandhewasolder.Hewasworking,He

promisedmetheworld,Themoon,Andthestars

onlytoplayme.Ibelievedhim,Hehadtoldmethat

hewasgoingtomarrymeaftermatricandsendme

tovarsity,Foolishyoungmebelievedeverywordhe

said..WhenIfellpregnant,Hestillpromisedmethe

world.Whenhesawthatmytummywasgettingbig,

Hestartedbeingdistant.ItwasmorelikeIwasnow



forcingtherelationshipwithhim,Forcingmyselfto

him.Forcinghimtoloveme,Evensexually

satisfyinghimsohedoesn'tleave.Ittookonlya

fewmonthsformetoseepicturesofhiswedding

day.Neversaidanything,Neverexplainedanything.

Blockedme,thenafterandphysicallyattackedme

atonepointwhenIshowedupathisworkplace

whilstIwaspregnant,Saidalotofhurtfulthings

andthatwaswhenIlefthim.Lethimbe...

IfedLangathesoftporridge,Weweresittingonthe

couch.Ilookedathim,InnocentashewasthatI

hadbroughthimintothiscruelworldandIdon't

evenknowhowtoprotecthim..Hiseyesshowed

thathewasn'twell,Hewasweakandrefusestoeat.

HegaggedasIforcedthroughthespoonof

porridgeinhismouth,Iquicklyturnedhimincase

hewantedtovomit.Hejusttookouttheporridge,

That'swhenIdecidedtobreastfeedhimsoIcould

givehimhismedication..



KHOSI

Iamnotreallyonalearnership,Ijustliedathome

soIdon'thavetocontributemuchmoneyevery

month.Mymomismoneyminded,Sheloves

moneywithherall..

ThehonesttruthisthatIworkatsomecompanyas

ateagirl,Acleaninglady.Justwearalotofhatsin

one.ThecompanypaysR2800everymonth.At

homeIonlycontributeR500.Itravelwithabus,It's

muchcheaperthatway..

Alearnershipsoundsmoreadvancedthanmy

actualjobtitle,Weliveinthehoodandcompetition

ishigh.Iwouldn'twantnooneknowingwhatI

actuallydo,It'sanembarrassment.Notwhenat

home,Theythinkwetheitwellofcourseexceptfor

Nomvula.There'salwaysthatoneblacksheep..



Ichangedintomyuniformtostartwithmyduties,

Lizzaisatthefrontdesk.Johnisthebigboss,Has

hisownoffice..

It'sawhiteownedprivatecompanyandIwouldn't

mindsleepingwiththebossforextracash.Iheard

he'sintoblackwomanmostly,Thelastgirltoldme

whowasatealadyhere.Shegotfiredforstealing..

Ipushedthetrolleytraythathadteaandbiscuits,

Lizwasonthephone.Idon'tlikehermuchshefeels

herselftoomuch,Andalittlebitracist..

Shegavemethatquicksmirkjusttogetmeoutof

theway..

IknockedinJohn'soffice..

John:Comein



Hewassigningafewdocuments..

Me:Goodmorning

Helookedatme..

John:Morningkho

Hedoesn'tknowhowtopronouncemynamefully..

Me:Ibroughtyouyourteaandbiscuits

John:OhwDankiemyskat

Ilookedathisplatinumweddingbad,Itwaschillyin

hisoffice..



Me:Aircorninthisweather?

John:Justabitoffreshair

Iplacedthecuponthetablefollowedbythe

biscuits..

Helookedatmythighs,Mycleaninguniformis

shortonpurpose..

Hemovedhisheadpickingthroughthedoor,Liz's

deskisfacingthefront.HerbackfacesJohn..

Heranhishandupmydresswhilstbitinghislip..

Me:Stopit(whispering)



IsignaledwithmyheadthatLizissittingather

desk..

Johnisapervert,Youcanjusttell.Apervertwith

money,SolongIfinanciallybenefitfromhim.I'm

good

NOMVULA

IreceivedacallfromGqibi,Ourbigsister.

Gqibiistwofaced.Shecanbeniceinyourface,

Whenyouturnaroundshetalksshitaboutyou.At

leastKhosidoesn'thideherevilnature,Gqibionthe

otherhandshe'sverytwofaced..

Me:Gqibelo



Gqibi:Vula..Unjanisisi?(Howareyou)

Me:HayiI'mnotokay,Langaisteething

Gqibi:Awwbandlaaskies

Me:Themedsfromtheclinicarenotworkingatall

Gqibi:Eishtheyarelikethatwhentheyteething

Me:Ihatetodothiswithyou,Mayyouplease

borrowmeR200atleasttotakehimtotheDr

Gqibi:EishaskiesSisi,Youknowhowmarriagelife

is.Ngaphatwokids,Justalotofresponsibilities.

Thehouse,Cars

HerhusbandisaSurgeonbytheway,AndGqibiis



anaccountant.Metbackinvarsity,Theyearn..They

haveabeautifulhouseanddrivenicecars

Gqibi:NgaphayouknowI'madvancingmystudies,I

wannabeaCAsowehavealotofresponsibilities

Me:It'sokay..Iunderstand,Thankyou

Gqibi:AskuMaorKhosi

Me:Aiiasiyeke(let'sleaveit)

Gqibi:KuzolungaSisi,Bythewaypleasesendthe

meternumberforelectricityIwannabuyforR500

Shecouldn'tbuyforR300andborrowedmethe

R200?



Me:OkayI'llinboxyouonFacebook,Idon'thave

data.

Gqibi:YouhavedataforFacebook?

Me:Freemode

Gqibi:Okaykesisi,I'llwaitforyourinbox

Me:Letmecheckit

Gqibi:Thankyou

Shehungup...

KHOSI



IwasatthekitchenwashingmugswhenGqibi

called.Iwipedmyhandsandanswered..

Me:MntakaMa

Gqibi:HopeIdidn'tdisturbyou

Me:No..Iwaswashingdis..Iwasrinsingmymug

I'monteabreak

Gqibi:IcalledVula,Thebabyissick.I'mthinkingof

takingmoneyfromtheyegemasteryouwantedto

drinkonSaturdayandsendher

Me:Forwhat?Forini?ForuBastardnyana?

Gqibi:KahleKhosi,VulaumntakaMa.There's

enoughalcoholforyounoMa



Me:Halfsister..YouandI,Wearebloodsisters..

Samemotherandfather.Whydoesn'tshegotoher

fatherorthebabydaddy.BoVulabayahlupha,If

sheabortedshewouldn'tbeinthissituation!Don't

darebringheronSaturday.Shedoesn'tevenhave

niceclothes,Uyalenganje,Tshirtsconstantly

havingmarksofbreastmilkyaziniyeses!

Gqibi:Kodwayena..Yasheputherselfinthis

situation

Me:Wemustworkourassessoff.Cold,Rainingand

hot.Wewakeupgotowork,Justtotakeourmoney

andgivesomeonewhositsathomethewholeday

anddonothing.EatandwatchTV!Howfairisthat?

Vulaislazyshe'sjustusingthebabyasanexcuse

tobemorelazy

Gqibi:Yazithinkingofitnow,Itmakessense.Sheis



lazy,Havingababydoesn'tmeanyourlifeends

there.IhadmyfirstwhenIwasdoingsecondyear,

Youdidn'tseemedroppingout.Ipushedthrough

Me:Angishothinawebadpeoplewhenweabort,

Haituulethersamaritanselfbe.She'sold!She

could'vejustwenttotheclinicandgotjabbedinher

asstoavoidababyhaisuka!

.
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Langawasgettingworse,Ineededtohustlemoney

totakehimtoaDoctor.Theclinicmedication

wasn'tworkingtoit'sfullest.Maybethere'sanother



reasonforhissuddensickness,IthinkaDoctorwill

makeamoreadvancedandthoroughdiagnosis.

IwenttotheonlyPersonthatIcouldthinkof.

Charmaine,She'srunsatavernonthenextstreet.

She'smyMother'sdearfriend,Andhasalwaysbeen

veryfondofme..

Ihatedoingthistoher,I'vebotheredheralotinmy

life..

Sherunsthesheebenfromthecomfortofherhome,

Peoplewhodrinkchillintheoutsideroomswhere

there'sentertainment.

Shewasbusyscoldinganothercustomer..

Charm:AngishoNgiyak'tshela,Swipingismore

expensiveonmyside.ImustsomardeductR50



extra,Youbought6packwhichisR120,Withthe

R50extrayourdebtisR170

Customer:WhooakodwaSisCharm,Udlalangathi

(Yourobbingus)

Charm:KukaCharm-Charmla,Mowungafuniuit!!

(Thisismytavern,Ifyoudon'tlikeitthenleave)

Shetookouthercapiteccardandswiped.Charm

broughtherthe6packofstrongbow..

Shelookedatmelaughing..

Me:Kodwasischarm

Charm:Mowungahlakaniphangangekewenze

inyuku(Ifyounotsmart,Youwon'tmakemoney)



Me:Haicha

Charm:Andthenwena?UbekwayinieTavern

nengane?(Whatbringsyouherewithababy)

Isatdownonthecrateofbeers..

Me:Langaissick,Tookhimtotheclinicbutthere's

nochance

Charm:Awwbandla

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodo,Whototurntoo.Sis

CharmallI'maskingforisatleastR150,I'llsee

whereIgettherest.NedtotakehimtotheDr

Iwipedmytears.She'stheonlywomanthatIcan



actuallyfeelcomfortablecryinginfrontof.She

nevermocksmypain.Yesshe'syourtypical

shebeenqueen,Loudmouthbutshedoesn'trestrict

herhelpinghand.

Me:Icanevemcomeandworkitouttopayyou

back

Charm:AwwkahleVulo.YouknowIdon'twantyou

hereworkingherewithababy.Thisisnotagood

placeforthebaby.Drunkpeoplearewild

Me:IknowbutI'mdesperate

Charm:Kidswillalwaysdisappointusincertain

ways,ButwhatuThembiisdoingtoyou.It'scruel!

ThembibeingmyMother..



Charm:WecookedMogodutoday,Youknow..

MogoduMondayswithpaporsamp.Sitthereby

thecoalstovewhereit'smuchwarmer,I'llmakeyou

somethingtoeatbeforeyouleave

Sheunzippedhermoneybagthatsheputsaround

herwaistandtookoutafewR100s.Shecounted

them..

Charm:Bambaso..7clippa(Here..R700)

Me:SisCharm,It'salot

Charm:Nomaan..You'llbuyotherthingstoo,Wipes

orsomething..Bambakanjeyekeukubhayiza(Take

themoneyandstopcomplaining)

Itookit..



Me:Thankyousomuch

Charm:MfanakaGogo,IthisimboneNkosiyam(Let

meseeLanga)

Shetookherfrommybackandstartedplayingwith

him...

THEMBI(NOMVULA'SMOM)

Me:Lettapassmethetupperwear

Shedid..

Idishedupthecookedvegetables.Pumpkin,

Mashedpotatoes,Andmashedcarrots..

Letta:Onedaytheywillfireyouwithallthatstealing



Me:Whatstealing?Wearethecookshere,It'snot

stealing.It'scalledtakingfoodhome

Letta:YaaJanuaryisatoughmonth

Me:Youhavenoidea.Exhaustedallmymoneyon

December.Mylastbornhasababyremember?

Letta:Iremember

Me:She'sabiggerresponsibility.MyGrandsonis

sick,HadtogiveupmylastR300sohecouldbe

takentotheDr

Letta:I'msorry

Me:WhatcanIsay?Mydaughterdoesn'twannago



backtoschoolandfinishoffhermatric.She'soddly

comfortablewithjustsittingathomeandminding

thebaby,ItoldherI'dgetherababysitter

Letta:Don'tgiveuponher,Youknowhowkidsare.

She'sluckytohaveyou

Me:Ihopesheknows

NOMVULA

CharmputLangaonherbackandcontinuedselling

asIate.Idon'tknowthelasttimeIsatdownand

hadsomeoneelsecookanddishupforme..

Afrowalkedin..

Afroisaguyinourhood,Livesinthesamestreet



assisCharm.Hewasanerdbackinhighschool

andverysmart.Weactuallywenttothesamehigh

school.Hepassedhismatricwithflyingcolours,5

distinctions.Theother2subjectsheobtained70s..

Iheardhe'sstudyingatUniversityofPretoria,

StudyingsomethingcalledActuarialScience..It's

hissecondyearandhe'sthesameageasme..

WenicknamedhimAfrobecausehehadthisshort

andneatafro,Evennow.Lightskinned,Wears

glassesandhasbraces..

Youcanimaginetheembarrassmentonmyface

whenhewalkedin,MostofthepeopleIwentschool

withareactuallydoingwellforthemselves.Eitherat

tertiaryorworking,It'sonlyafewofusthatdidn't

makeit..

Helookedatmeandfixedhisglasses..



Afro:Rain?

Me:Hey

Ihadadoekcoveringmyhead,Wearingblack

leggings,Alongsleevetopandsockswithmyold

sleepersthatIcan'tevenwashanymore.ScaredifI

washthemtheywilljusttearmorebeyondbeing

worn..

Hecametomewithhisbeautifulsmile..

Istoodupandhehuggedme..

Afro:It'sbeenawhile

Me:Indeed



Hewassmellingnicetooandneatlydressedup..

Afro:Justheretobuymyfatherbrandy

He'sfromagoodhome,Andagoodfinancial

background.DadisaSergent,Momworksatpost

office.BigBrotherisapilot..

Me:Isee

Afro:Howhaveyoubeen?

Hefixedhisglasses..

Me:I'vebeengood



TheygiftedhimaHyundaisport,Whenhepassed

hismatric.Notboughtcash,HisParentspayin

installments.Hegothimselfagoodbursaryfrom

thecompanyhe'sgoingtoworkforaftergraduating.

He'sset..

Me:Youlookgood,Howisschool?

Afro:AbittoughbutI'mgettingthere

Me:You'vealwaysbeensmart

Afro:Varsityisawholedifferentplace,Youmeet

peoplemoresmarterthanyou

SisCharmwalkedin..

Charm:Ekse,Nayilebhari!.Yaajou4eyes!



Afro:SisCharm

Charm:HeretobuyyourDadhisusual?

Afro:Yes

Afrohandedherthemoney..

Charm:Tellmesomething,Areyouevendatingor

youstillscaredofgirls?

Afro:I'mactuallyinarelationshipwithawhitegirl,I

metherinvarsity

Charm:Acolonizer?



Afro:Thatwasalongtimeago

Charm:Mxmseseyibharieventoday(Youstillafool

eventoday)

Shewenttohimthebrandy..

Therewasamomentofsilencebetweenus..

Afro:SowhereisyourSon?I'msurehe'sallgrown

upnow

Me:6monthsold,TheoneonSisCharm'sback

Henoddedfixinghisglassesagain..

Hegothisphoneoutofhispocket..



Afro:Excuseme,Ihavetotakethis..

Hewalkedout..

Sischarmcameback..

Charm:Whereisthatfool?

Me:Outsideansweringhisphone

Sheleanedoveronthefreezerwiththebottleof

brandy..

Charm:Kodwawhyungazibambelilebhari?(Why

don'tyougetyourselfthisfool)



Me:He'saneducatedfool,Fromagoodeducated

familywithawhitegirlfriend.I'mnomvulawitha6

monthsoldbaby,highschooldropout,AndIdon't

wannarepeatthesamemistakeagain

Charm:No-

Afrowalkedbackin..

Afro:Sorryaboutthat,Ihavetogo

HetookthebottlefromSisCharm..

Afro:Itwasniceseeingyou

Me:Itwasniceseeingyoutoo

Hewalkedout..



.

Tobecontinued

[05/23,19:33] :NOMVULA

04

NOMVULA

SeeingAfrotodaymademeconflicteddeepinside.

Apartofmewasdisappointedinmyself,ThatI

probablyshould'vefoughtthroughpassthe

circumstancesandactuallyworkedhardtoattain

mymatric.MaybeifIdid,Mymotherwould've

overlookedthefactthatIfellpregnant.She'dbe

proudthatatleastIdidachievesomething,

Somethingbetterthanteenagepregnancy..At19,I

stillstrivetomakemyMotherproudtoatleasthear

hersayshe'sproudofmeorseeherhappyforme

justlikesheiswithmySisters.Amother'sloveis

important,Andhervalidationmightfixourbroken



relationship..ShehadtextedmethatIshouldonly

cookPapandmeat,She'sbringingvegetables..

Iwasbusycookingandsinging..

"MawungangedluliJesu

Izwaamazwiami

Laphoubabizaabanye,MawungizweNam"

IhadputablanketonthefloorforLangaanda

pillow,IlaidhimdownthereasIcooked..

Ididtakehimtothedoctor,Hewasgivenbetter

medication.Withthechange,Iwasabletobuy

myselfsometoiletries..

Heseemedabitbetterwiththemedicationfromthe

doctor,Hewasabletoplaynowandeat.Thatmade



mehappy,Atleastsomethinggoodhappened..

AnotherpartofmewashappyseeingAfro,Seeing

himaccomplishinghisdreamslikethat.He'san

examplethatyoucanachieveyourdreams,No

matterhowimpossibletheyseem..

IlookedatLanga..

Me:Atleastsomeonewithagoodheartwasableto

helpustoday.Ipromiseyou,OnedayI'mgoingto

makeyouproud.I'mgoingtobeamotherthatyou'll

beabletoproudlytellyourfriendsabout..Ipromise

IhadsentAfroafriendrequestonFacebook.He's

smart,Maybehecanhelpmewithafewbusiness

ideas.EvensomethingsmalljustsoIcangetafew

centsformeandmySon..



KHOSI

Iwasonthebusfromworktohome.Iwantedto

quicklygethomeandfreshenup,Johnaskedto

takemeouttonight.Iwasexcited..

IreceivedacallfrommySisterGqibi..

Me:Saturday

Gqibi:Hey..Iwasthinking.ThisSaturdayVulahas

tocome

Me:Ahhwhy??

Gqibi:YouknowyouandMomarelazyandjust

drinkwhenthere'sagettogether.Ineedsomeone

tohelpmecook,Cleanandwashthedishes.My



maiddoesn'tcomeonweekendsandIdon'twantto

bestuckwithalotofdishesandadirtyhouse

Me:Aiokaythen,Shecancome

ThisSaturdaywewillbegoingtoGqibi'shouse..

Me:HaiGqibiNomvulawillbetherewithherbaby

busycrying"NgweNgwe",She'llbeconstantly

takingoutherbreasttobreastfeedthentouchthe

food.Hayisiesmaan!

Gqibi:Kantiisn'tthebabyonformulaandbreast

milk?

Me:FormulaisexpensiveforpeoplelikeNomvula.

Ngathievenpeoplewhoworkcomplain,Whois

Nomvula?Themostthingshecanaffordisrooibos

teabags.That'swhybastardnyanaisalwayssick,



He'snotgettinggoodnutrition

Gqibi:I'llwatchherclosely

Me:Budaisbringinghisfriendsover,Important

people.Doctorsandlawyers,Nomvulawillbethere

breastfeedingThenmilkrunningonhert-shirt,And

thesoftporridgeonherclothes.Breastmilksmells

horriblewhentheclothinggetsdry

Shelaughed..

Me:Struu..Youcan'ttakeheranywhere

BudaisGqibi'shusband..

Gqibi:I'llkeepaneyeonher,Don'tworry



Me:Please!!!

THEMBI

Beforeheadinghome,IstoppedbykwaCharmaine

forHunter'sgold..

Charm:YaaThembi

Me:Mjoint

Charm:Mjoint..Zithini?(Howareyou)

Me:Nexmaanukukhathala(Justtired)

Shetookout3cansofHunter'sgold400mlfrom

thefreezer..



Charm:Bambami..ThathaRhaaa(singing)

Ilaughed..

Me:You'llneverchange

Itookthemandsatdown..

Charm:Awusho..Howisitgoingathome?Howare

thekids?

Me:Khosiisfine,Stilldoingherlearnership.Saving

moneyforschoolnextyear.Gqibiisalsodoingwell,

She'shostingusthisSaturdayatherhouse.

Togetherwithherhusband

Charm:Nomvula??



Me:She'sfine

Charm:KodwaAwushoMjoint,WhatdidVuladoto

you?

Me:Don'tstartwithme

Charm:Mjoint

Me:Idon'twannabeseenasabadPerson,LikeI'm

abusingmychildbutshewasaffordedthesame

opportunitiesastheothertwo.Whatdidshedo?

Shedecidedtohaveababyandbeaburdentome.

She'snolongerachild,She'sagrownasswoman.

Childrendon'topentheirlegs,Childrendon'tfall

pregnanttheyconcentrateontheirbooks.I'mtelling

youthewayshe'ssostupidshewillbringanother

childagain,Youkeepquietandwatch.Yabona

whentheysayyoucursed,Bashomina.I'mcursed



withNomvula,Thatgirlwon'tdofokoloforme.

She'snotgoinganywhereinlife,She'suselessand

willforeverbe

Acustomerwalkedin..

Charm:HayiletmeservemycustomersMjoint

AFRO

Iwasinmybedroomplayingcallofduty,WhenI

diedItookabreather.TookmyphoneandnoticedI

hadaFacebooknotification.Abitsurprisedthat

Nomvulasentmeafriendrequest,Iaccepted.I'm

nottoomuchonFacebookorsocialmedia,Ionly

havesocialmediaespeciallyTwittertokeepupon

what'shappeningintheworld.

Nomvulawasbeautifulbackinhighschool.I



wouldn'tsayshewasawildgirlbutshehada

bubblypersonality.Weweren'tinthesameclass

shewasdoingbusinessstudiesandIwasdoing

science,Herclasswasnextdoormine..

Shewasthattypeofgirlwhohungoutwithother

beautifulgirls,Herandherfriendsweresmoking

hot.Ididn'tlikeherfriendsmuchtheyweretoo

forward,Exceptforhershewaskindandfriendly..

Wewereonlyclassmatesfromgrade8-10,

Separatedbydifferentstreams..

Shehadbeautifullongrelaxedher,usedtoweara

shortskirtandlookedlovely..

Iliterallyhadacrushonheruntilseniorphasethen

onetimeshestoppedcomingtoschoolalltogether,

Ifoundoutshewaspregnant.Iwasso

disappointed,Butshewouldn'thavewentforanerd



likeme.Sheseemedtobeapproachedbythose

guyswithconfidence,Theguyswhoweren'tscared

topulljokesandcellcigarettesandweedatschool.

SosheremainedmycrushuntiltimewentandI

wasneverabletoseeheragain..

Atschoolshewasn'tstupid,Shewasn'tslow,But

shewasn'tbrighteither.Shewasinjustaverage

thattypeofcheektoplayaround50s..

Icheckedherphotos,Shestillhadthatbeautyin

herbutlife.Youknowwhenyouarestruggling,The

struggleshaveovershadowedherbeautybutstill

wouldreviveit.NotthatIwassolelytakenbyher

beautyonlybutherbeautywasthefirstthingthat

youwouldnoticeabouther..

Iinboxedher:

"Stranger"



Thenputmyphoneawaytocontinueplaying..

NOMVULA

Khosiwalkedin,Mymoodchanged.AtleastIwas

donecooking,Ihadjustfinishedcooking..

Khosi:Sanibonani

Me:Hey

SheputherbagonthetableandwenttoLanga.She

putherhandonhischestandshookhimviolently..

Khosi:uthinibastardnyana??Bastardnyana



Langaactuallyfreakedoutandstartedcrying..

Khosi:Rhaanayoiyatefalentoyakho(he'stoo

muchofacrybaby)

Iwenttogethim,Thensatdowntobreastfeedhim.

Iwasmad,Butfightingwithhershewilltellmy

Momandmymomwillbeonmycase..

Khosi:Shame

Me:ThatwasviolentKhosi

Khosi:Iwasonlyplayingwithhimkantiyini??This

ishowtheygrowup

Me:Aiiitwaswrong



Khosi:Don'taskmetoholdhimthenevenwhenyou

busy

Me:JustbecauseItoldyouthatyouplayrough

withhim?Langaissick

Khosi:Whooaasafa!Ngathikugulaumntwanawe

President(You'dswearthataPresident'schildis

sick)

Ikeptquiet..

Khosi:AnywayletmegopreparemyselfIhavea

date

Ichuckled..

Khosi:What?



Me:Isthiswhat?The4thone?

Khosi:WellatleastMennoticeme,Wenake?I'm

suretheonlyMenwhonoticeyouaretheonesfrom

kwaCharm.Lookatyourselfnje,Youlookolder

thanyouragelikeagrandmother.Smellingbreast

milkallday,Dirtyclotheswithporridge.Adoek!The

babyhasmadeyouagranny,Uyaguga!

Me:WhateverKhosi

Khosi:I'mevenolderbutIlookyoungerthanyou,

Lookatyourself.AtleastIhavealifeoutsidethis

house,Youhavenothing!Allyouhaveisbastard

nyana

Me:Siyakubongisa(Wearehappyforyou)



Khosi:Bongisaini??Wenangikunyanyakabiangazi

bakudophaphi,MyonlysisterisGqibi.SameMother

andfather,Wenaawusinex,Youarenothing!And

youdon'tbelonghere.Youcoulddousafavourand

leavenobaufe!!Die!!

Me:Awungiyeke!!!!Yooh(leavemealone)

Khosi:VoetsekGogondini!(granny)

Me:Nondindwa!!(whore)

Shecameandgrabbedmyhair,Icouldn'tfightback

becauseIwasholdingLanga.Shegrabbedmeuntil

Ifelloffthechair,Fallingforward.Langacried,Isat

upstraightandheldLangaprotectinghimasshe

stoodbehindmeslappingmeonmyheadand

kickingmeonmyback..



Khosi:Ngizokutrapauyezwa?(I'llbeatyouup)

HearingmySoncryinglikethatIalsostartedcrying,

Iheldhimtightclosertomychest..

Me:KantiNkosiminangenzeni??(GodwhatdidIdo)

Shekickedmeandcontinuedslappingmealso

busypullingmyhair..

Khosi:RubbishNdini!!

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMGQIBELO

MarryingaSurgeonisnotchild'splay.Thelengthy

workinghours,TheparttimecheatingwithNurses

andhardlybeingaround.Mymarriageisonthe

rocks.SbudaandImetbackwhenIwasinvarsity,

Hewasn'tastudenthewasaprofessor.Teaching

medicineandalsostudying..

Ithoughtmaybebecausehewasolder,Hewouldbe

matureenoughnottobetemptedbycheating.I

guesswhenamanisdetermined,Heisdetermined..

I'm27,He's47.Hewasblessedtostillhaveboth

hisParentsalivethoughtheyareoldnow.Bothof

themloveme,Inowbelieveintheconceptthat

whenhisfamilylovesyouthere'sahighchance

thathewon'tloveyouthatmuch.Ilovemyhusband,

Butforafewyearsnowourmarriagehasbeen

suffering.



Heischeating,Manipulative,Controllinganda

Narcissist.ThereasonwhyIhaven'tfiledfor

divorceisbecauseI'mwalkingawaywithnothing

butthekids.Heearnsmorethanme,Healsohas2

practices.Hewantstoretireat50andbeafulltime

professorintheworldofmedicine...

Iamsortofanoldschoolmakoti.Idon'tnormally

wearshortthings,SotheNurseshecheatswithare

moreyounger.Theymakehimfeelalive,Bringhim

life.HehastoldmethatIamnowboringhim,I'm

dullandI'maroutine.There'snolongeraspark

betweenus.He'ssomuchofanarcissistthathe

blamesmefornotgivinghimboysonly,He'snot

toohappyaboutourgirls..

I'mfinancialstableyes,ButIwillnevergoback

homeadivorcedwomanwithtwokids.Ihave

investedsomuchintothismarriage,I'mnotgoing

toletsidechicksputmeoutofmymarriage.I



refuse..

Mbaliputherfather'sdishbyhischair..

Mbaliistheyoungest,Ntokozoistheoldest..

Ntonto:Youshouldn't,He'snotgoingtojoinusfor

dinner

Mbali:Maybetodayhewill,Daysarenotthesame

Ntonto:Igreetedhimonwhatsappthismorning,He

bluetickedme

SbudadoesprovideforhisgirlsthatIwon'tlie,But

he'snotemotionallyinvolvedwiththem..

Myphonevibrated,Itwasamessagefrom.Speak



ofthedevil..

"Hey..Iwon'tbehomefordinner,I'mspendinga

nightwithMandisa.Thepregnancyishardonher,

She'snotfeelingwell"

DidIforgettomentionthathegothismistress

pregnant?Hebodlytoldmelikeitwasnothing.

Apparentlyshe'scarryingaboy,Mybiggestfearis

hertakingeverythingthatIown..

Iputmyphonedown..

Me:He'snotcoming,Hehasanallnightsurgery

Ntonto:Toldyou!

Me:I'malsogoingtoliedownalittle,Pleaseputmy



foodinthemicrowaveNtonto

Ntonto:Okay

NOMVULA

IwaslayinginbedwithmySon.Hehadhiccups

fromallthatcrying..

Ihadintrospectedhim,Atleasthewasnothurt..

Myheartwasbroken,Itwasshreddedintopieces.

Khosiwasgettingreadyforherdate,Momwas

backandIheardthemtalking.I'msureKhositold

her..

Mombustedintomybedroom,Shewasfollowedby

Khosiwhowasinherjumpsuit.



Shehadherhairbonnetandhalfwaythroughher

makeup..

Mom:WeeeKhosikantiyini?(What'swrong)

Ikeptquiet..

Mom:I'mtalkingtoyou!Khosiwastellingmethat

shewasplayingwithbastardnyanaandwenayou

lashedoutonher

Me:I'mtheonewithbruises,I'mtheonewhobusy

gettingkickedlikeadogwhilstprotectingmySon

fromgettinghurt

Mom:Yebophelaangithiyouattackedherfirst



Me:Ididnot,I'mnotaphysicalperson

Mom:Ifyoudon'twantusplayingnobastardnyana

justsayso!Ratherthanattackingmychild!Yaziif

youdon'twannalivehereanymorejustsayso!

Thenpackyourrubbishandthenleavemyhouse

uyezwa??Futhiyounolongerachild.Youarea

grownasswoman.Youknowadicknow,Youknow

thelabourward!UngumfaziwenaNjandini!Ifeed

youandyourbastardchildandthisishowyou

thankme??Haibo

Theywalkedout..Shebangedthedoorstillyelling..

AFRO

Weweresittingatthedinnertable,Rainhasn't

answeredmyinbox..



Mom:Papi

Ilookedather..

Mom:Nophonesatthetable

Me:I'msorry

MyParentsarethebest.Theyhavebeenmarried

foryears.Theyhavethebestmarriage,Yesthey

havechallengesbuttheyalwaysmakeitwork.Ican

onlywishtohavesuchamarriage.Thembeingold

school,Doesn'tmakemyDadtobehardonmy

Mom.Whenshecooks,Hewashesthedishes.

Whenhecooksshewashesthedishes,They

sometimesevencleantogether.Theythinkforeach

other,AndthisistheexactmarriagethatI'm

prayingfor..



Dad:HaikeI'mtheonewhocookedtonight,Ihope

youwillenjoy

Mom:Konaitsmellsgoodbabakhe

Dad:Ihopeittastesgoodtoo

MyDadisnotagoodcook,Hetrieshisbestthough.

Hetried.Itwaschickenbreasts,Mashedpotatoes,

Gravywithcorn..

Dad:Yabonaboyboy,Ifyouwantagoodmarriage

youmustputdownyourmasculineenergy,Beinga

sexistandknowthatyourwifeisnotyourmaidnor

yourslavebutyourpartner.Don'tevengobuyyou

earnalotsoshemustdoeverythingjustbecause

youcontributemore.Shehasamorestressfuljob,

Dealingwithallthestressatworkfromdifferent

personalities.Especiallywhenit'sSassacashdays,

Everyoneisstressedandwanttheirmoneythen



theyputmorepressureonher.Sheshouldn'thate

herworkplace,Andalsohatecominghome.She

shouldknowthathomeishersafeheaven.Ahappy

wife,Makesahappyhome.Whenyoutreather

goodshebecomessubmissivewithoutyou

enforcingit.It'seasiertomaketheirday,Justlove

them,Respectthemandspoilthem.Ifyouever

thinkofcheating,Weightheoptions.Ismymistress

worthlosingmymarriagefor?Andneverget

marriedifyouunsure

Mom:Whenyoutreatyourwomanwell,Shewill

respectyouinreturn.Communicationandtrustare

veryimportant.LookatDad,He'sasergeant.

Fearedatwork,You'dexpecthimtopullhisweight

aroundthehouse,Butheknowshowtoexercisehis

powerwell.Workiswork,Homeishome.Itwould

beashametowitnessyourParent'smarriageand

howbeautifulitisthengoouttodosomethingelse.

Youwereraisedinalovinghome,Youshouldmake

yourslovingtoo



Inodded..

Mom:Let'sallpraybeforeweeat

Weheldourhandsandthenprayed..

NOMVULA

Khosiwasgone,Momwassleeping..

IlookedatLanga,AndasmuchasIwanttoendmy

liferightnow.Ican'tleavehiminthiscruelworld,

Leavehimtobemistreatedbythesamefamilythat

Ihate.Thesamefamilythatmistreatme..

Itookthepillow,Withmyeyesfulloftears.Islowly

broughtitclosertohisface.Hewaspeacefully

sleeping..



Theplanistokillhimandthenkillmyselfafter..

Iwon'tleavehimalone,Hewillgowithme..

Me:ForgivemeLanga

Tearsstreameddown,Ibroughtitmuchcloserto

him..Atthatmomentmyphonerang..

Iputthepillowaway,ItwasGqibi..

Me:Hi

Iclearedmythroat..

Gqibi:HeyIwannasendyouR500,Gimmeyour



capitecdetailsagain

Me:It'sthesamenumberI'musing

Gqibi:Okaykesisi,SorryaboutLanga.Howishe

holdingup?

Me:He'sstillhanginginthere

Gqibi:I'llmakeitR3000

Me:Huh?

Gqibi:Gethimmilk,Nappies,Aniceoutfitget

yourselfonetoo.AlsotakehimtotheDr,Doyour

hairbecauseSaturdayyoucomingover.Iam

askingyoutohelpmewithcooking,Soabottlefor

Langawillbemoreconvenientsothatyoucanbe



freeandnotbreastfeeedeverysecond.Gethima

nicebagtoosoyoucanputhisthingsinside

Me:Wow..Uhm..ThankyouGqibi,MayGodbless

you

Gqibi:Thankyou,Youtwowillcomeandsleepover

onFridayI'llfetchyou

Me:Okaynoproblem

Gqibi:I'msendingitnow

Me:Thankyou

Ihungupandheldthephoneclosetomychest..

Me:Wow



.

Tobecontinued

NOTICE:

OurschedulewillstartonMondayasthestorywas

meanttoo,Onlythingstandinginthewayofusand

thescheduleisloadshedding.

Pleasedon'tforgetoursponsoredbonusinsert

Tosupport
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Thenextmorningbecamebusyforme.Gqibihad

sentthe3kaspromisedandIwasabletobuy

thingsthatIneededformeandmybaby.It'snot

unusualforhertodothis,Butit'sbeenawhilesince

she'sdoneit..

Iwasatthespazashopbuyingbread,AsIwas

waiting.Iheardafamiliarvoicebehindme...Itwas

Afro..

Afro:Rain

Me:Hey

Afro:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?



Afro:I'mgood

Hewasbuyingbreadtoo,Wedecidedtowalk

together..

Afro:Youlookbeautiful

Ihadgoneandhadmyhairbraided..

Me:Thankyou

Afro:Isawyousentmeafriendrequest

Me:YaaIsawyourinbox,SorryIcouldn'treplyI

wasverybusy

Afro:MaybewecanwhatsappplusI'mhardlyon

socialmedia



Me:Okay,I'llhavetobuydata.Iforgot

Afro:Don'tworryI'llbuyyou

Hehandedmethephonetoputmynumber..

Itookit..

Thatmoment,ThatmomentwhenIgavehimmy

number.Ididn'trealisethatitwasgoingtocreatea

bigshiftinmylife..

NOMGQIBELO

Idecidednottogotoworktoday,Iwasn'tfeeling

well.Thisongoingstresswithmyhusbandhas

donenothingbutaffectmyhealth..



HewalkedintothebedroomasIwasdrinkingmy

pills..

Buda:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Buda:JustcametofreshenupsoIcouldgobackto

work

Me:HowisMandisaandyourunbornbaby

Buda:Don'tdothat,It'sjustgoingtomakemethink

thatyouareawitch

Me:Sorry?



Buda:Askingsuchquestionsconcerningmy

unbornchildandMandisa,Don'tdothatit'sgoingto

createthetheorytomethatyouwantmychilddead

Me:WhywouldI?

Buda:Becauseitdoesn'tmakesensewhyyou

wouldaskaboutmymistressandmybabythatwas

conceivedoutofmymarriage

Me:You'vealreadymadeherapartofourlives,Our

family..HowdoInotask?

Buda:Tellmesomething,Youcanclearlyseethat

wearenolongerworking.It'snolongerworking

betweenussowhythehellareyoustillherefor?

Iexhaled..



Me:I'mnotgivinguponourmarriageI'vetoldyou

Buda:There'snothingtoworkonanymore,Ino

longerwantyouGqibi.Youhaveajobyoucanstart

over,Thegirls.I'llsupportthemfinanciallysoyou

won'tbefinanciallyburdenedwiththem

Me:Youarejustgoingthroughaphase,Yourmom

saidsotoo.Youwillcomearound

Buda:Mymomisoldschoolandoldfashioned.She

wasthetypethatuyabekezelaemshadwenino

matterhowdifficultitseems,Wenotthat..It's

MordentimesnowGqibi

Me:It'saphaseyougoingthrough,There'snoway

wecouldbemarriedforsolongandyouwakeup

oneday,Thendecideyounolongerwantme



Buda:I'mgoingtoshowerandgotowork,Youare

delusional!

NOMAKHOSI

Wehadanicedinnerlastnight,Thenwebookeda

hotel.IopenedmyeyestoJohngettingdressed....

Me:Goodmorning

Heturnedandlookedatme..

John:Morning..Ihavetorushhome,Prepare

myselfforwork.Youcantakethedayoff.I'msure

LizandIwillmanageafulldaywithoutyou

Iwasstillnakedandinbed..



Igotoutofbedandwalkeduptohim.Istood

behindhimandranmyhandsonhishalfnaked

body.Hewasonlywearinghisjeans,Iranthem

downandforcedmyhandstraightinsidehisjeans..

John:ComeonBokkie,Ineedtogettowork

Me:Notevenaquickone

John:I'malreadylate

Me:Maybelater?

John:I'llsee

Hewalkeduptothechair,Tookhiswallet.Hetook

outR200fromit..



John:I'msurethiswillbeenoughfortaxifare

R200?JustR200?Isheserious??..

NOMVULA

AfroboughtmeR350airtime.Likehejustdecided

tobuymesomuchairtime..

Iwaswashingdishesinthekitchenandonacall

withhim,Hewasonloudspeaker.Langawasbusy

crawlingonthefloor.I'mgladhe'sdoingwell..

Afro:Don'ttellmeyounevernoticed

Me:Ipromiseyou,Ididn't.Youwerealwaysthat

weirdguyinclass,Alwaysstudyingevenonfree

periods



Afro:Aclevergirllikeyoudidn'tnoticethatIhada

madcrushonher?

Ilaughed..

Me:Exactlywhatmadeyouhaveacrushonme?

Afro:Youwerethefirstgirltoevercometomethan

megoingtoher,Youweredamnbeautifulnotthatit

haschanged.Bubbly,Fulloflife.Kind,Always

smilingandfriendly

Me:That'ssweet..Ialwaysthoughtyouwerefullof

yourself,Butlateroncametorealisethatno

actuallyyouwerejustanerd

Helaughed..



Me:Wellit'strue,Andyoualwayskilledallthe

subjects.Wewereonlyseriousduringexamtime,

Youwereseriousduringeverything.Classtests,

Evengrade10whenwewereindifferentclasses

youstillremainedkillingit.Topstudent,Butlookat

younow.Ithasworkedforyouwell

Afro:Yeahitdid..CanIaskyousomethingabit

personal?

Me:Okay

Afro:Whydidyoudropout?Imeanwe'veseen

pregnantgirlsatschool

Ithoughtaboutit,Thoughtabouttellinghimthe

truthbutIdidn'twanttoo..



Me:Ijustlostallhope,That'sall

Afro:Ohw

Me:Yaa

Afro:Sorrytohearthat

Me:It'sokay,Don'tstressit

Afro:Thecalllasted30min,Ishouldletyouget

backtowhatyoudoing

Me:Thankyouforkeepingmecompany

Afro:Youwelcome



Hehungup..

.

Tobecontinued

Thatwasyesterday'sbonus,Weunlockeditlate
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Theweekwentby,LangaandIseemedtohave

beenabletocatchabreakthisentireweek.Though

MomandKhosiwerestillatitbutItriedmyhardest

tonotfocusontheirnegativity.Forthesakeofmy

peaceandsanity,LasttimeIconcentratedonthem

IalmostkilledmyselfandmySon..



ItwasaFriday,Justafter12:00intheafternoon..

LangaandIhadmadeastopatLanga'sHouse.I

cansafelysayweareonafriendshiplevel.Hecalls

mealot,Wetextalot.I'mgladIhaveafriendthatat

leastcares,LatelyIdon'tknowwhatthatisinmy

life.Ihaven'thadsomeonecareformeinavery

longtime..

IhavealwaysknownhisParentsfromafar,Never

entirelyhadaconversationwiththem.Imeanhis

fatherisasergeant,WhilsthisMotherhasalways

hadthatseriouslookandusuallystaysinherhouse.

Ithoughttheywereseriouspeopleandfullof

themselves,Butactuallymeetinghismomtoday

fromacloserangechangedmyperceptionofher.

Sheisonesweetlady.

ShewasbusyplayingwithLanga,Sheactuallywas

fascinatedbyhimfromwhenwewalkedinandAfro

introducedmeashisfriend.Shegreetedmeand



askedtoholdLangathenplayedwithhim.Langa

couldn'tholdbackonhislaughter..

Afro:I'msorryaboutmyMother,Shealwayshasa

babyfeverwhenthere'sababyaround

Me:It'sokay,Idon'tmind

Patricia:Heissoadorable

Afro:Thatheis

Patricia:Howoldnow?

Me:6months

Patricia:Enjoythistimewiththem,Soonhe'llbeall

grownupandstressingyou



Me:Iwill

Afro:Thisway..Wewillbeinthelounge

Patricia:Okay..He'snotscaredofpeopleright

whenyououtofsight?

Me:Heisn't

WewalkedtotheloungeandIsatdownonthe

couch.Hishouseisbeautiful..

Afro:CanIgetyouanything?

Me:NoI'mfine..Thankyou



Afro:Okay

Hetookhislaptop..

Afro:SoIwassearchinglastnightagoodbusiness

thatyoucanventurein,Andthere'stwothatstand

outandseemtobeabitadjustableandpromising.

Theothersarejustgonnastressyouandrequirea

lot

Me:Okay

Afro:Thefirstoneandthemostpromisingoneis

thetobaccoindustry.Currently

BATSouthAfricaistheonlylarge-scaletobacco

manufacturerproducinglocallyinSouthAfrica.

Checkingthestatsofpeoplewhosmoke,Andthe

factthatnicotineishighlyaddictive.Youwillmake

alotofmoney.SadIknowthatyou'llbeputtinga

lotofpeople'shealthindangerbuthey..Smokeless



tobaccohasmorenicotinethanacigarette,Ifyou

couldgetthosetwointhemarketandslightly

adjustafewthingsonyoursideyoucouldactually

takethetobaccoindustrybystorm

Me:Thatsoundsverycomplicatedandhard,I'm

justlookingforsomethingsmallfirstthatIcando

togeneratemoneyfornow.Thisisalong-termgoal,

Thisgoalisforpeoplewhoactuallyhavemoney

andwon'tmindpursuingitforyears.Idon'thave

anythingfornowtodothis

Afro:I'mnotsayinggobignow,I'msayingyoustart

smallbutalsohavealongtermgoalforyour

business

Me:Sellingcigarettes,Almosteveryspazashop

sellsthat.What'sspecialaboutmesellingthat?

Pat:SweetieRomewasn'tbuiltinoneday,People



whoarerichnowbusinesswisehadtostart

somewheretoo.Somehadnothingatall,Butthey

wentforitanyway.Somelostmoney,Loadsofit

butnevergaveup.Youhaven'tevenstartedtogive

up

Afro:Mom

Pat:SorryIjustwantedthebaby'sbottleand

decidedtoeavesdrop

Afro:She'srightthough,IfyouupforitI'llbuyyou

yourfirststocksellandsee.Ifyouactuallymakeit

workandlikeitthenwewillcontinueworking

towardsthelongtermgoal

Me:Uhm..Okaywecantryit

Afro:Perfect



Me:It'llhavetobeafterIcomebackfrommy

sister'splacethisweekend

Afro:Noproblem

NOMAKHOSI

IkeptonthrowingtheplatesandcupsasIwashed

them..

Liz:Hey!What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Nothing

JohnandIhavebeensleepingtogether,Priorto

thatnight.Sometimeshiscar,I'vebeengivingthis

manendlessblowjobs,Forhimtobringhis



girlfriendtoworkandactuallyclosehisoffice..

Iknowwearenotinarelationshipbutthisis

upsetting..

Liz:WeallgothroughstressBokkie,Don'ttakeit

outonourplates

Me:Sorry

Liz:What'seatingyouup?

Me:Nothing

Shelookedaroundandgotcloser..

Liz:IknowyouhavebeensleepingwithJohn



Ilookedather.Shelookedatmefromheadtotoe...

Liz:Ican'twaitforyoutolosethisjob,Clearlyeven

myhusbandisnotsafefromyouwhenhecomes

here.YouactuallythoughtyouatewithJohn?

Honeywearenotyourskincolour.You'llalwaysbe

avaginatohim,Hewillnevermarryyouletalone

dateyou.Johnwouldneverdisrespectourfather's

surnamelikethatnorevenourancestorsby

bringingakaffirtoPa'sHouse

YestheyBrotherandsister..

Liz:YoudisgustMe,Youmakesick.Weonlyhired

youbecauseourkindwouldnevertakesucha

lousyjoblikethisone.Yourkindwill,Youwere

slavesonceuponatimetoo,Sowhynotslave

throughyourwholelife.Yourkindwillalwayswork

formykindandit'llforeverbelikethat..Slave,



Master

Shekeptonpointingatme..

Liz:Slave..Master..Slave..Master

Bynowtearswereatthevergeoffalling..

NOMVULA

LangawasonPat'sback,Peacefullysleeping.Afro

hadgoneouttogetafewthings,Iwashelpinghis

Motherwithcooking..

IlookedatherwithLangaandIwishedthatmyown

Motherwasthissupportivetowardsme.Thatmy

ownMotherlovedmychildlikethis..



Pat:Youdon'thavetodicethemperfectlyRain,This

isnotmasterchef

Ilaughed..

Pat:Youhereperfectingeverything,Ntomboit's

goingtotakeyouforevertofinish

She'salsoveryfunny..

Me:Ijustwantthemtob-

Pat:Noonewilllookatthesize,Peoplewillwanna

eatonly..Wenotcookingforchefs

Me:That'sjustsowrong

Thedooropened,Hisfatherwalkedin.Inhis



uniform,Igotabitscared.Helookedatuswitha

seriousface.Myheartsank..

Pat:Ohwhoney

Him:Whoisthisinourhouse?Igotoworkand

comebackforlunchalreadythere'sababyanda

girlchoppingvegetables

Helookedatme..

Him:Areyouafugitive?

Me:No

Him:Criminalrecord?

Me:Nosir



Him:Soldortookdrugs?

Me:Never

Him:Everysuspectsaysthesame,Honeyfriskher

foranystash

Pat:Really?

Him:There'sagirlinmykitchen,Friskthebabytoo

Thiswasawkward.Helaughed..

Him:I'mjustjokingwithyou,Sometimesoneneeds

agoodlaugh



Pat:Rain,ThisismyhusbandDubazana.Heiskind

ofcrazy

Him:Nicetomeetyou

Pat:RainisAfro'sfriend

Him:Boysandgirlscanbefriends?

Pat:Stopit..ThisisheradorableSonLanga

HewalkedclosertolookatLanga..

Him:Attention!AzivukeIzoboshwa!Sergeant!

Pat:Stopit,Yougonnawakehimup



Him:Thisbabymightbethenextsergeant,

Superintendent,FBI..StopdimminghisshineI'm

traininghim.Higherrankofficeinthemilitary

Thiswasthefirstpersonwhohaseversaid

somethingpositiveaboutLanga'sfuture..

Him:Lookathim,He'ssleepingwithhishanduphis

head..Salutesoldier!

Ilaughed..

Pat:Justgototheloungeandleavethebabyalone

Hemarchedtothelounge..

Icontinuedlaughing..



Pat:Don'tmindhim,SometimesIaskmyselfhow

theytakehimseriouslyatworkbeingthecrazythat

heis

Me:Iwasabouttoask

NOMGQIBELO

Iwasatthesupermarketgettinggroceriesfor

tomorrow.Ihadthissharppaininmychest.I

unzippedmybagandtookoutmypills.Itookthe

bottleofstillwaterfromthetrolleyanddrankto

drink.Myphonerang,ItwasNtonto'steacher..

Me:Goodday

Teacher:GooddayMrsShabalala



Me:Iseverythingokay?

Teacher:Notatall,Ntokozowasfoundinthegirl's

toiletsalongwithherfriends.Theywerevaping

Me:What?

Teacher:Theprincipalhassignedoffonher

suspension,She'llbesuspendedfor3weeks

Iexhaled..

Me:Thankyouforlettingmeknow,I'llbethereto

fetchher

Teacher:Verywell

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

Ihadthelovelycourtesyofbeingaskedtojointhe

familyfortheirdinnerwhichwasexactlyat18:30.

Thefoodthatwecooked,Tasteddelicious.Afro's

familyispolite,Kind,Andwelcoming.Iwas

surroundedbypeoplewhoknewtheimportanceof

family,Peoplewhoweremorethantheword"Kind"..

Mysisterhadtextedmethatshewasonherway,

Shehadjustleftherhouse.SheresidesinSandton,

It'lltakeheratleast1hr15mintogethere.All

dependsonhowshedrivesandthetraffick..

IdecidedtohelpPatwiththedishes,Asafrosatin



thelivingwithhisfatherandLanga..

Pat:HowdidyouandAfrobecomefriendsagain?

Me:Wewenttoschooltogether,Highschool

Shenodded..

Pat:Areyouseeingsomeone?

Me:No

Pat:Why?

Me:There'ssomebadbloodbetweenLanga's

fatherandI.Hefooledme,Iallowedtobefooled.

Gotmepregnantthenwenttomarrysomeoneelse



Pat:I'msosorrytohearthat

Me:Fromthereon,Idecidedtoplayfarfrom

relationships.Plus,It'snoteasyforMentoloveyou

andacceptyourchild.Idon'twanthistoryrepeating

itself

Pat:Iunderstandwhereyoucomingfromandit's

okaytobeonyourguard,Butatthesametime.Life

goeson,Clampingyourheartbecauseofwhat

happened,Willeventuallychaseawaysomeone

whomightshowyouadifferentsidetolove.Look

atmeforinstance.Afro'sbigbrother,Fezile.His

FatherandIseparatedwhenhewas3.Dubazana

camealong,Hebecamethefatherwhosteppedup.

Fezileishalfofthemanthatheistoday,Because

anothermansteppedupandwasafathertohim.

I'mnotsayinggetintoarelationshipifyounot

ready,Butdon'tcompletelycloseyourhearttolove



Me:Youaresowellspoken.Iwasn'texpectingtobe

welcomedhere,IknowAfroandIwefriendsbut..

Mostmothersaren'tsowelcoming

Pat:I'vebeenthroughwhereyouare.Singlemother,

Nojob.Itwashardtrustme,Butlifechanges.It

getsbetter

Me:Iprayitdoes

Wecontinuedwashingdishes..

NOMAKHOSI

MoaningforJohnduringthedeed,Ismydoinghim

afavour.He'snottrulygifteddownthereandsex

withhim,Isevenbelowaverage..



Hisfascinationwithmybody,Iswhyweinthis

situation.Havingasexualrelationshipifitgoesfar.

Iwouldn'tmind..

Imean,Heissuccessful.I'veheardwhiteMenhave

love,Truelove..

Wewereinhiscar,Parkedbyablockofflatswereit

wasgreatlydark..

Hehadacondomon,Andhadadjustedhischair.I

wasontopofhim,Hehadburiedhisfaceonmy

breastsandhishandsaroundmywaist..

Me:Ohhbaby..

John:Fuckyes!



Irolledmyeyes,Hisbreathingintensified.Ifelthis

bodytrembling,Heheldmemoretighterand

stoppedmefrommovingashecame.Hethen

movedmeupanddownalittleforafewseconds

thenstoppedme.

HelaidbackandIhadmyhandsonhishairychest.

Hecaughthisbreath..

Igotoffhimandsatonthepassenger'ssitashe

carefullytookrolledoutthecondom.Iswitchedon

thelightthensearchedformyunderwear.Ifoundit

andgotdressed.Afterrollingoutthecondom,He

tieditandputitinsideatissue.Hepulleduphis

pants.Buttonedhischestandtookthepackof

cigarettes..

Me:Thatwasgood

Henoddedrepeatedlyashelitthecigarette..



John:Aretaxisstillavailable?

Me:Theyfinishat20:00

John:I'lldropyouoffatthetaxirank

HetookouthiswalletandgavemeR400.Ilooked

atit,Johnisstingy.Iexpectedmorefromhim..

Me:Thankyou

NOMGQIBELO

Iwasdrivinghome,MbaliandNtontowereatthe

backseat..



Ntontowasbusyonhisphone..

Me:Ntontodoyouwannadiscusswhathappened?

Ntonto:No

Me:YouknowIhavetotellDadright?

Ntonto:Idon'tcare,It'snotlikehecares

Me:Hecares

Ntonto:WhyarewegoingtoGrandmother'splace

again?

Me:TofetchyourAunt..Nomvula



Mbali:Ilikeher,She'snice

Ntonto:She'spoor..Shehasnochoicebuttobe

nice

Me:Hey!..Idon'twannahearyousaysuch

Ntonto:YouandKhosisayitallthetimeonthe

phone

Me:Youeavesdroppingonmycalls?

Ntonto:Ijusthappentohear

Me:Okayguys..Idon'twannahearanyrude

commentswhenwegettoGrandma'splace

Ntonto:Yeah..Sure



Ishookmyhead..

NOMVULA

Afrowalkedustomyhouse.HewasholdingLanga

andIwasholdingLanga'sbag..

Me:Thankyouforinvitingusover

Afro:Thefoodwasdelicious,Youknowyourway

aroundthekitchen

Me:Itwasnothing..YourMotherhelped

Afro:Iknowmymother'scooking,She'sgoodtoo

buttoday'smealtasteddifferently



Me:Ilovecookingso..

Afro:Isee

Hetookoffhisglasses.Langawastryingtopull

themoff..

Me:Canyouseewithoutthem?

Hewipedhiseyes..

Afro:I'mnotblindRain,Justshortsighted

Heputthembackonagain,AndheldLanga'slittle

hand..

Peoplewerelookingatus,Thosewhoknowus

greeted..



Me:YourMomdidn'tknowthatwewenttothe

sameschool

Me:I'veneverbroughtagirlhomebefore,Sheonly

knowstheboysIwenttoschoolwith

Istopped..

Me:Wait..I'mthefirstgirlyou'vebroughthome?

Afro:Yes

Me:Whataboutwhat'shername?

Afro:mygirlfriend?



Me:Yes

Afro:Haven'tbroughtherhomeyet,Myparents

don'tevenknowwesharethesameflat

Me:Wow!

Afro:Whataboutyou?

Me:AfterLanga'sfather,Neverdated

Hestopped..

Afro:Wow..Really?

Ihithimontheshoulder..



Me:Stop

Afro:YouweresurprisedIneverbroughtagirl

home,I'msurprisedyouneverdatedafterLanga's

father

Wegottothecornerofmystreet.Istopped

Afro:What'swrong?

Me:Ithinkwe'llbefinehere..Mymomisnotreally

awelcomingperson

Afro:Iunderstand

ItookLangafromhim..

Afro:I'mgoingtomissthislittleguy



Me:Neverknewyoulovedkids

Afro:WellIdo,Theycangrowonyou.Wishingto

haveonewhenIgraduateandstartworking

Me:Trustme,You'dwannaenjoylifefirst.Babies

areadorableandall,Butalotofresponsibility.

Especiallywhenyoudon'thaveanyonehelpingyou

Afro:Sinceschoolsareclosed,Icanbabysitforyou

asyousellyourcigarettes

Me:You?

Afro:What'swrongwithmebabysitting?

Me:Canyouevenchangeanappy?



Afro:Howhardcanitbe,ShowmeonceandIwon't

forgetIhaveaneideticmemory

Me:I'msorryidealwhat?

Hechuckled..

Afro:Nevermind

Me:Weshouldgo

Afro:You'lltextmewhenyougettoyoursister's

house

Me:Iwill



HekissedLangaonhischeek..

Afro:Bye

Me:Saybye

Afro:Bye

Me:Bye

NOMAKHOSI

Thetaxiwasonlyshorttwopeople,Assoonasit

gotfull..Wedroveoff..

Atthetownstation,I'llhavetotakealocalone..



IlookedattheR400..WhatisR400?Airtime?

Irolledmyeyes..Johncannotbeserious..

NOMVULA

Igothomehappy.Ihadagreatday,Igotinsinging.

Mymotherwasinthekitchencooking..

Shewaswearingtights,Andacroptop.Shehasa

weirdclothingstyle,Forsomeoneherage.She

doesn'twannagetold.Stilldoeshernails,Wears

wigs.Shehadonahairbonnettoo..

Mom:Heeeeee!!MaraNomvulaniphilakamnandi

emhlabeni(Youliveniceinthisworld)

Me:Ma



Mom:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:Atafriend's

Mom:Untilthistime?

Me:Yes

Mom:Whodidyouthinkwasgoingtocook?

Shedidn'tevengotowork.Ilookedatthecounter,

Thewasabottleofflyingfish..

Mom:Ifyoudon'twannaliveherenomoresayso.

Youcontributeshit!Youeathere,Livehere..Some

ofusworkandprovide,Butwemustcookfor

ourselvesthenwhatisyourpurpose?



Me:I'msorry

Mom:Ihopeit'snotaboy,Becausesecondchild.

That'sasecondstrike,Youout!Thatmeansyounot

seriouswithlife

Hepickeduponeofherspices.Poureditinher

palmfortaste..

Me:Itwon'thappenagain

Mom:Ihopeso..Gopackup,Gqibiisonherway

Me:Okay

Iwalkedtomybedroom..

.



Tobecontinued
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AFRO

WhenIgothome,MyBrotherwasaround.

Sometimeshejustsurprisesus..

Fezi:Thereheis,Heardyouwereaccompanying

yourgirlfriend

Me:She'snotmygirlfriend,She'safriendofmine

Fezi:Yeah..WhateverMan



Me:Wedidn'tknowyouwerecoming

Fezi:Ididn'tknowIwascomingtoo

Weshookhandsandshoulderbumped..

Fezi:Howisitgoing?How'sschool?

Me:School'sgoodabittoughbutI'mhangingin

there

Fezi:It'sexpected,Youchoseadifficultcourse

Me:ButI'llbefine

Fezi:How'sthegirlfriend?



Me:She'sfine

Fezi:Justonequestion

Me:Herewego

Fezi:Outofalltheblackgirls,Whyawhiteone?

Fezihadhisshareofpainwithregardstowhite

peoplewhenhewasstillintraining.Heexperienced

cruelracism..

Me:Fezidon'tstart

Fezi:Ijustdon'tgetit,Whynotdateyourfriend

Me:No



Fezi:Younotgoingtomarrythisgirlareyou?

Me:Idon'tknow

Fezi:Bummer!!

Mom:Fezidon'tstartwithallthatracism

Fezi:I'mnot,Don'ttellmeyoualsohappywiththis

Mom:Doesn'tmatter,WhatmattersisthatAfrois

happy

Fezi:Pshhhh,There'snolovefromthosepeople

justtolerance



Mom:That'snotnice

Me:I'mgoingtomyroomtocallthegirlfriend

Mom:Okaybaby

NOMVULA

Gqibiendeduparrivingwithherdisrespectfulkid..

Ntontolooksatusasiflikewearethebiggest

mistakeinherlife.Thatchildhasattitudeforthe

wholeworld,Alwaysmadandtalkingshit..

Mbaliisbetter,She'sfarbetterliketheynotsiblings..

Mbali:HehasgrownfromthelasttimeIsawhim

Me:Hehasright?



Mbali:Ntontodon'tyouwannaholdhim?

Ntonto:Why?

Mbali:Nevermind

Nomakhosimadeherwayin..

Khosi:Girls

Theygreetedher..

Khosi:It'sgoodtoseeyouguysagain

Ntontowentandhuggedher,Theygetalongpretty

well..



Ntonto:I'msogladtoseeyou,AtleastsomeoneI've

beenlookingforwardtoseeing

Khosi:GoodtoseeyoutooNtombo

MomandGqibiwalkedin,Gqibiwasholdingmy

things..

Gqibi:Sister

Khosi:Sister

Gqibi:Thinasahamba(weareleaving)

Khosi:I'llseeyouguystomorrowmorningthen



Iwatchedthembiddingeachotherfarewellthenwe

left...

AFRO

Iwasonavideocallwithmygirlfriend..

Her:Imissyou

Me:Imissyoumore

Her:Maybeyoucandrivedowntomyhouse

tomorrowfordinner

Herfamilyknowswestayingtogether,Minedon't.

I'mblack,Certainthingshavetobedone

traditionally.CohabitationissomethingmyParents

won'ttakewell.WhatFezisaidwastrue,My



girlfriend'sfamilyisnottoohappywithour

relationship.I'vemetthemonce,HerGrandmother

saidifweeverhavekids.It'llbeawasteofgenes.

ShelovesmemorethanIloveher,Anddetermined

tomakethiswork.Determinedforafuture..

Idon'tthinkIamasinvestedassheis..

Me:MyBrotherisaround,Wearegoingtospend

thedaytomorrow

Her:Ohwthat'snice

Me:Itis

Her:Maybesomeothertime

Me:YaaIhavetogo,Wascheckinguponyou..



Her:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

IhungupandcalledVula..

NOMVULA

IwassittingatthebackwithMbaliwhenAfro

called..

Me:Hey

Afro:Someonesaidshewilltextme

Me:I'msorry..It'sbeencrazy,Onmywaytomy



Sister's

Afro:Isee..Imissyouguysalready

Me:Wedomissyoutoo,We'llseeyousoon

Afro:Safedrive,You'lltellmewhenyouguysarrive

Me:Okay

Afro:Sendmylovetothelittleman

Me:Idon'twill

Ihungup..

Gqibi:Boyfriend?



Me:Afriend

Gqibi:Whoishe?

Me:BonganibuthisnicknameisAfro,Wenttothe

samehighschool.He'sstudyinginUniversityof

Pretoria.DoingsomethingsomethingcalledActual

science

Gqibi:Wowactuarialscience,He'sprettysmart

Me:Heis

Ntonto:Really?Youknowsomeonewhoisthat

advanced?

Me:Whywouldn'tIknowhim?



Ntonto:Becauseyouareyou,Heprobablywants

sex

Gqibi:Ntonto!

Ntonto:What??Youthinkaguylikethatwould

actuallysettleforsomeonelikeher?Uneducated,

Unemployedwithachild

Gqibi:Whywouldn'the?Theyfriendsalready..You

shouldinvitehimfortomorrow

Me:Withhowembarrassingourfamilyis,Ihardly

thinkso

Ntonto:Youaretheembarrassmentnje.Gogois

working,Khosilearnership,Momworking.Youthe

weakestlink



Mbali:Ithinkthat'srude

Ntonto:Youshouldn'tevenbetalking,WhatisVula

gonnateachyouotherthanhavingababy?

Gqibi:Okaythat'senoughMissy!

Me:Wow!

AFRO

WewerewatchingTV,Alltogether.Eatingice

cream..

Iclearedmythroat...



Me:I..IwouldlikeKeritovisit,Meeteveryone

Mom:When?

Me:Maybenextweekend

Dad:Thewhitegirl?

Me:Yes..Weactuallylivingtogether

Mom:What??

Dad:Howdoyouforfeityourculturelikethatforher?

Me:It'sMordentimes

Mom:Mordentimesmyleftfoot!Youforcedthis



girlintoourthroats,Thenbringanotherone.Don't

youseeanythingwrongwiththis?Clearlyyouand

Nomvulaseeminglylikeeachother,Willitendwell

forthetwogirls?

Dad:Honeycalmdown

Mom:Youneverdated,Thetimeyoudothisiswhat

youslapusonthefacewith?Wearegoingtostop

payingyourrent

Dad:Okaythat'soverreacting

Mom:HewillgoliveatResandhisbursarywillpay

up

Fezi:Iagree



Me:Forfuckssake

Igotup..

Mom:Whatdidyousay?

Iwalkedtomybedroom..

Mom:Bongani!!

Dad:Lethimcooldown

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

GqibiandIwokeupveryearly,Butstartedcooking

ataround10:00am.MbaliwasbabysittingLanga

forme,Ntontolefttoherbestfriend'splacefora

sleepover..

Gqibi:Ntontois16don'tmindher

Me:Areyouscaredofreprimandingherbecause

younotherrealMother?

Gqibi:Ntontohasbeenthroughhell,Hermom's

deathwasn'teasyonheratall.Icameintoherlife

notsolong,She'shadadifficulttimeacceptingme.

Nowthatshehas,Idon'twannaruinit.Shefinally

considersmehermother



Me:Soyouletherdothisbecauseyouseeking

mothervalidationfromher?

Gqibi:She'sgoingtooutgrowherattitude

Me:Whydoesn'tBudatalktohisdaughterandtell

hertorespectyou

Gqibi:Budahasalotonhisplatealready.Heworks

hardandalsohasafirmhandindiscipline,Idon't

wantNtontotohateme

Ishookmyhead..

Gqibi:Didyouinviteyourguyfriend?

Me:Idon'tthinkIwannabringhimheresohecould

seehowI'mbeingtreated,It'sembarrassing



Gqibi:YaaIunderstand.Momisnotthebest,Butif

someonetrulylovesyou.They'llloveyouwithall

yourbaggage,Familyisfamilyafterallnomatter

howmessedupthey're

Me:Familyisjustanameandbloodrelationonly,

Wearejustfamilybyname.Afrocomesfromavery

goodfamily,Idon'twannaembarrasshimwith

mine.Notwhenhistreatedmewell

Gqibi:Budastillmarriedme

Me:Younottheblacksheepofthefamily

remember?Momhasalwayshatedme

Gqibi:Hateisastrongword

Me:Andtrue



AFRO

Iwaseatingcereal,Fezisatnexttome..

Fezi:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Fezi:Let'stalkthen.It'snotthatwehatethisgirlbut

it'snewtous.Wehaveneverbeenhitwithan

interracialrelationship,It'stwodifferentcultures

andbothwouldwannaberespectedespecially

whenyoutwogetmarried

Me:Wewon't

Fezi:Huh?



Me:Ilovetheideaofbeinginarelationshipwith

Keri,Idoloveherbutseeingafuturewithher?I

don'tseeit

Fezi:Hmmmm..Didyoucommunicatethatwithher?

Soyoudon'tgiveherfalsehope?

Me:Ihaven't,Wehaven'thadthatconversation

Fezi:Youshould,Won'tbefairtoherespeciallyif

she'sgivenyouyourheart

Me:Iwill

Fezi:DoyoureallyfeellikethatorthisNomvula

chickmadeyoufeellikethat?



Me:Nomvulais..Ienjoyspendingtimewithher,I've

hadacrushonhersincehighschool.Despiteher

currentstateofliving,ButyearslaterI'mlivingmy

dream.Actuallywithmycrush

Fezi:Soundswow,There'smorelifetoyouwhen

youtalkaboutherthanwhenyoudoaboutKeri

Me:Iguessso

Hehitmeontheshoulder..

Fezi:Followyourheart

Me:Anyspecialwomaninyours?

Fezi:I'mstilllooking



Me:Somethingsneverchange

NOMAKHOSI

Wewereloadingourbagsinthecar,Iwaswearing

abluedenimjumpsuit.Itwasshort.Ilove

jumpsuits..

Iwaswearingwhitesandalsandawhitehat.My

motherwaswearingaskinnyjean,Shirtandheels.

Shehadherwigon..

Me:Onewouldswearthatyoulookingforaman

Mom:IncaseBuda'sfriendsarethere

Me:Mom



Mom:What?He's5yearsyoungerthanmesoI'm

surehehasfriendsorcolleaguesthataremyage.

Wouldn'thurtlandingmyselfanotherrichsomeone

Me:Iunderstandyou

Mom:Good,Evenyou..Youneedtoseekstability.A

manwhoisfinancialstableifyoudon'twannaend

uplikeyoursister

Me:Whoooaanever!!

NOMVULA

Mbaligavehimbacktomewhenheneededa

nappychange.Mbaliis7,Shewasaquick

pregnancy.Secondyearofmysisterinvarsity.She

datedBudawhenshewasinherfirstyear,Shewas

doingaccountinghewasaprofessorinthehealth



department.

She'sverysmartforherageandverytalkative.

Me:Ithinkthatheneedstosleep,Hedidwakeupat

6am

Mbali:ThatmeansI'llplaywithhimwhenhewakes

up

Me:Yesbaby

Iputhimonmybackandwewenttothekitchen..

BeforeIentered.Ioverheardherconversation..

Gqibi:At13:00wesupposedtobeeatingor

something.Yourparentsweresupposedtohave



arrived..Whatdoyoumean?..Pleasedon't

embarrassmetoday

Sheturnedbackandsawus..

Gqibi:Ihavetogo..Bye

Shehungup..

Gqibi:Wehavingsomeproblems,Coupleproblems

Me:OhwIsee

Gqibi:Let'ssetupthegrill

Me:Okay



.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

Everythingwascomingtogether,Wherewethought

wewon'tfinish.Wedid.Mysisterwasdownafter

thatphonecallbetweenherandherhusband,I

hopetheydofixthings..

MyMomandKhosiarrived,Apartfromthekidsit

wasthe4ofusAdults..

Theydidnothing,Butdrinkanddancetothemusic

thatwasplaying.Themusicwasn'ttooloudasto



notdisturbtheneighbours.GqibiandI,Wewere

nowsettingupthetable...

Mom:It's13:00now,KantihisParentsandfriends

aren'tcoming?

Gqibi:BudaisworkingMom,Heprobablycouldn't

fetchhisParents

Mom:Theycouldn'tcomeontheirown?Hisfather

drives

Gqibi:TheyareoldMom

Mom:Buthisfatherdrives

Khosi:I'mgladtheynotcoming,Gqibiwasnot

gonnabefree.Shewasn'tgoingtobeabletodrink



herAmarulainpeace

Mom:Aghtheyoldlezazinto!Theywon'teven

notice

Gqibi:Iguessit'sjustgoingtobethe4ofus

Mom:KodwaGqibiizintozenu,Anizihleli.Youdon't

planyourthingsbeforehand,Bukamanjeno

company

Gqibi:Weareastrongworkingcouple,Wecan't

plansuchbeforehand

Khosi:Itdoesn'tmatter,We'llhaveourownfun

AFRO



Mymotherwasbackfromwork.Shewasatthe

kitchenasIwalkedin.Rememberingwhat

happenedlastnight,Myresponsetoher.It'sonly

acceptableIapologise..

Me:Goodday

Shelookedatmeandcontinuedwithwhatshewas

doing..

Me:I'msorryformytoneanddisrespect

Mom:There'snothingwithwrongwithgettingyour

pointacross,Butdoitrespectfully.Iamnotyour

friend

Me:Iknow..I'msorry,Itwon'thappenagain.I

promise



Mom:YouknowAfr-

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgetit

Iwenttoopen,ItwasDad'scolleagueandfriend..

Him:GooddayAfro

Me:Sergeant

Him:MayI?

Me:Yes

Hewalkedin..Hetookoffhishat..



Sergeant:Pat

Mom:Sergeant

Heexhaledloudly..

Mom:Whatareyoudoinghere?Aren'tyou

supposedtobeatworkwithDubazana

Sergeant:Yesbut..Uhm

Mom:Uhmwhat?

Sergeant:Therewasashootoutatthestation,

Betweencopsandsomelocalgang



Mom:Okay?

Sergeant:Dubazanawasshotinhischestandhead

Me:What?

Sergeant:He'snomore..Hediedbeforeparamedics

evengothim

Me:What?

Sergeant:I'msorry,Wantedyouguystohearitfrom

me

Iheardaloudbang,OnlytofinditwasmyMother.

Shecollapsedalongwiththepotshewasholding..

NOMVULA



Mom:Isawthatyourcurtainsinthelivingroom,

Youpressabuttonandtheyslowlymovetoclose

Gqibi:Yeswechangedtheotherones.Theseones

aremoreconvenient

Khosi:Hmmmm,Ican'twaittolivethislife

Mom:Youwillmntanam'youandGqibihavemade

meproud,Andstillcontinuetomakemeproud.

Thisyearyoudoingyourlearnership,Nextyear

you'llbegoingbacktoschool.Gqibiiswell

established,MarriedaveryfinancialstableMan.I'm

proudofyoumybabies,HavingaMothersaythat,

It'smoreblessingsuntoyourlives

Khosi:ThankyouMa



Gqibi:Thankyou

Mom:Welostyourfatherbuthegavemetwo

beautiful,Strongandpassionategirls.He'sproudof

youguyswhereverheis,Iknow

Khosi:Iamsureheis

Mom:Can'tsaythesameaboutNomvula,Butwhat

canwedo.Whichtrashbinarewegoingtoputher

in?

Gqibi:Mom

Mom:Shecamehomewithababy,Insteadofa

qualificationoramatriccertificate

Me:Maybelet'stalkaboutmyfather



Mom:Whatabouthim?Heisasuselessasyouare.

Excepthe'sarichuseless,Heneverwantedyou.He

chosehiswifeandhisotherkids,GavemeR500for

abortion.Hearthat?YourlifewasworthR500to

him

Gqibi:Mom

Mom:What?

Khosi:Shethoughtsheatewiththat"Let'stalk

aboutmyfather"commenttryingtoembarrass

Mom,Imagineiftherewerepeople

Mom:Shehasnolegtostandonconsideringher

babyisfatherlesstoo!Soshe'snothighandmighty

Ikeptquiet,Thiswasn'tgoingtoendwell..



AFRO

WhenMomwasabletowakeup,Wesatheronthe

chairandgaveheraglassofwater.

Mom:Idon'tunderstand.Heleftthismorning,Togo

toworkasalways.Nowyoutellingmethatmy

husbandiscomingbackhomeinacoffin?

Me:Whatreallyhappened?

Sergeant:There'sthislocalgroupofkids,Calling

themselveswrongturns.Terrorisingthehood

Me:Lababaseextension16?

Sergeant:Yes.Theyburneddownahouse,Thenwe



captured5.Notknowingit'salotofthemandthey

haveolderonesinagroup.Theywerestillinthe

holdingcells,Theotheronescame.Therewasan

exchangeofwords,ThenDubazanawastryingto

calmthesituation.Theunthinkablehappened,One

pulledouttheirgunandshothim.Ipulledoutmine

andshottheonewhoshotDubazanatostablehim,

ButinactualfactIwasindeedgunningtokillhim

Mom:Myhusbandwaskilledbykids?Isthatwhat

yousaying?

Irubbedmyhandonherback..

NOMVULA

Wecontinuedeating,Nowtheyweretalkingabout

generalthings..



Halfwaythroughthelunch,Budawalkedin.He

wasn'talone,Hadafemalecompanionwhowas

pregnant..

Buda:Goodafternoonfamily

Heopenedthechairforthepregnantladywhowas

smiling.Shesatdown,Hesatdown..

Buda:SorryI'mlate

Therewasanawkwardsilence..IlookedatGqibi,

Shekepthereyesonthewoman..

Mom:HiBuda,Niceofyoutojoinuswithyour

colleague

Buda:Ohwshe'snotacolleague..She'smy



girlfriendandbabyMama

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

Thiswasbiggerthanabomb.Biggerthananything

Icould'veimaginedinmylife..

OnethingaboutGqibiisthatsherunsawayfrom

problems,Andhersinparticular.Shegotupfrom

herchairandwalkedout,Leavingeveryoneelseto

dealwiththemess..

Budawasnotshaken,Andhiscoolpersonaproved



tomethathejustdoesn'tcare.Niggawascool,

Calmandcollected.Eatinghisfoodbuther

Girlfriend/BabyMama,Icouldseefromhowshe

wasplayingwithherforkaroundthepotatosalad

thatnaasiswasn'thappywithwhatjustwentdown.

Khosi:I'msorry..I'mconfused,What'shappening?

Mom:YaaBudawhat'shappeningexactly??You

cheatonmyDaughterthenhavetheaudicitytodo

this?MyownDaughter?Whoisveryeducated,Who

gaveyouherwholelife??

Khosi:YaabutBudathisisembarrassinghey?Is

thiswhyyoudidn'twannabringyourfamilyinto

todaysotheydon'tseehowshittyyouare??

Buda:Theonlyembarrassingthingonthetable

rightnowisyourSister.GqibiknowsInolonger

loveher,She'sbeenforcing.Sowhat?Imuststay



withawomanInolongerlove?Ithoughtselfmade

andindependentwomencanmoveonfromany

relationship?She'sluckyIdidn'tbringmyfamily

andfriendstobemoreembarrassed!

Me:Wow

Asifthesituationcouldn'tgetanymore

embarrassing,Gqibishowedupwithagolfstick.

Shehitit,Inthemiddleofthetable.Breakingafew

casseroles,Grabbingdownthetableclothand

everythinginit.Downtothefloor,Screamingher

lungsout..

Gqibi:Sonofabitch!!Aftereverything,Igaveyou

mycompletelife.Myheart,Mysoulandeverything!

Iamagoodwifetoyou,Nomatterhowshittyyou

weretome.IevenlovedyourDaughterwhoisnot

mybloodlikemyown!!Thisishowyouthankme?

Bringinghertomyhouse?Soshecouldtakeover??

Areyouinsane?Areyoumad??



Shecontinuedhittingthetable,Thenpointedthe

golfstickattheladywhomBudaintroducedas

"Mandisa"tous..

Gqibi:You!!Youdon'tknowwhatI'vebeenthrough

withthisman,Foryoutocomeandtakehim?

Mandisawasholdingtothatchairfordearlife,

BudamovedtoprotectMandisa..

Mom:Gqibi

Gqibi:Don't..Don'tGqibime!Maybeifyouwerea

goodMotherIwouldn'tbeheretoday

Me:Gqi..



Mbaliwenttoherandhuggedhertightaroundher

waist.BuryingherfaceonherMother'stummy..

Mbali:Mommy(Crying)

IsawtearsfromGqibi'sdefeatedeyes..

Gqibi:Everyonegetoutofmyhouse..Getout!!Allof

you!!Getout..Now!!!

ShedroppedthegolfstickandpickedupMbali..

Gqibi:Getout!!!Leavemyhouseallofyou!!BeforeI

setitonfire!!

AFRO

Myfather'snewsalreadymadeittosocialmedia.I



hadtodeleteFacebook,Twitter,Instagram,Tiktok,

andonlyleftwithWhatsApp.Iwasreadytoblock

anyonewhopostedthestoryorhispictureontheir

statusmessages..

Itwasreal,Itfeltrealwhenpeopleweregoingin

andoutinpreparationforthemourningstage

beforethefuneral.Mymotherbeingpreparedby

hersistersforthemourning.Dressingherup

respectfully,I'veneverseenmyMotherthisweak..

I'velockedmyselfupinthebedroom,Mybrother

hasdonebeenknocking,Afewofmyfriendsbeen

callingbutIwaslayingdownonmybedlisteningto

musicanddrinkinghiswhiskey.Tearsrunning

downonthesidesofmyface..

"Howmanybrothersfellvictimtothestreets?

Restinpeaceyoung,there'saHeavenforaG

BealieifItoldyouthatIneverthoughtofdeath



My,wethelastonesleft,butlifegoeson"

Iclosedmyeyes..

NOMGQIBELO

Igotintothebedroom,Lockedup.Iwenttothe

bathroomcabinet,Took4Sleepingpills.

Mymomknocked..

Mom:Gqibiopen!Ididn'traisenoweakling,This

situationcanbefixed.Don'tbeaweakling!

ItoldMbalinottoopenforanyone..

Shekeptknocking..



Mom:YouthinkhowIgotyourfather?ThinkIdidn't

passthisstage?Didyouseemegivingitallupfora

mistress?

Iwenttostandbythedoorandstartedshouting..

Me:Leave!!!Isaidgo!!Don'tyouhaveyourown

house??!!

Mom:Gqibi!!

Me:IfIcomeout,I'mgoingtostabyouandthrow

youdownthestairs!!

Mbaliwascryingandtremblingsittingonthebed..

Mbali:Mommyyouscaryingme(Crying)



Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Mbalishutup!!Keepquietandstopquiet!!

Ipokedheronherforehead..

Me:Shutit!!

Sheplacedbothherhandsoverhermouthhaving

hiccups..

Iwenttomydrawers..

Me:UngratefulSonofabitch!!

Isearchedthroughandfoundsometwizzers.Iwent



andsatbythedoorwaitingformoreknocks..

NOMVULA

BudawashuggingMandisawhowasshaken..

Buda:Didn'tItellya'll?Didn'tItellya'll?Uyahlanya

lomuntu!

MyMomcamedownrushingfromthestairs..

Mom:Budauyinjamara!

Iexcusedmyselftothekitchen.AsIreadonsocial

mediaalreadyaboutAfro'sFather..

Itriedcallingandtexting,Hewasn'tpickingup..I

senthimaWhatsAppVN..



Me:Justtalktomeplease,Evenifwetalkabout

anyrandomthing.Justwannaknowifyouokay

that'sall.I'mworriedandscared

Isentthevn...

Khosi:Kumnandineh?Sisisgoingthroughalot

andyoudon'tcare..Youmustbehappyaren'tyou??

IpulledLangaupsohedoesn'tfall..

Me:PleaseKhosiwhat'sexcitingaboutthis

situation?Whatwomanhasn'tbeendrivencrazyby

aman?

Khosi:Youhappyaren'tyou??



Me:Aboutwhatexactly?Someone'smisfortune?

That'sthedifferencebetweenyouandI..Idon't

rejoiceoverpeople'smisfortunes.Gqibididn'tcall

thisuponherself,Itcanhappentoanyonewhat's

theretobehappyabout?YoohKhosinoteveryone

isawitchinternallylikeyou..Rhaamaan!!

IwalkedouttostandbymyMother'scarincasewe

leavesoon

.

Tobecontinued
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Tonightinparticularaswerodehome,Theirsly

commentsdidn'tgettome.Iwasmoreworried



aboutAfrothantheeverydaydialoguefoundedon

mynamebetweenmyMotherandKhosi.Hewasn't

answeringback,Hekeptongoinginandoutof

whatsapp..

Icanonlyhypothesizeonhispain,Idon'tknowthe

painoflosingafatherthatwasactuallyfather.I

sawhowmuchofacloseknittedfamilytheywere,

Andthismustbehardtodealwith...

Imust'vesenthimabout20texts,Allblueticked.

Heactuallyreadsandchoosesnottoanswer,And

it'sokaybutatleastjusttellyouwannatalkthan

justblueticking.Itworries,Makesoneimaginealot

ofunhealthyscenarios...

Mom:YouknowwhatIdon'tunderstand?It'sthat

girlherself.Howthehelldoesshecometoanother

woman'shouseandbecomfortablelikethat?Idon't

buyanyshitshewillpullon"Ididn'tknowhewas

married".Thatexcusenolongerbites,It'sbeen



usedquitealot!

Khosi:DidyouseeBudaprotectingher?

Iactuallyhungmyheadinshamehearingthat.In

myownmistofpain,Icametorealisethatyes..

They'llbewomenwhowillgetwithyourman

knowingverywellhe'swithyou,Butwhetherthe

womanknowsaboutyou,Whethersheknowsyou

tooordoesn'tit'snotherfault.Theotherwoman

owesyounoloyalty,Butyourman.Theyare

concentratingtheirenergyonthewrongperson!!

Mom:Thisgirldoesn'tknow,I'llteachheralesson

she'llneverforgetinherwholeentirelife.Ifthisis

whatshe'susedtoo,Notonmychild!!

NOMGQIBELO



IonlyopenedwhenBudacameknocking.ThepillsI

drank,TheymademedrowsyyesbutIjustcouldn't

fallasleep.EachtimeIlaiddown,EachtimeI

closedmyeyesI'dsuffocate.IhadtohaveMbali

nexttome,HoldingheraswetriedtosleepjustsoI

don'tcompletelylosemysanity..

Thesafestthinginallthis,WashimtakingMbalito

herbedroom.Shefeltmoresaferwithhimthanshe

didwithme,Iunderstand.Iamcurrentlythebad

guyinthissituation.There'snogreaterpain,Like

beinginpainwhilsthavingachild.Whenyouclose

totheurgeofinsanityandyourchildwitnesses

yourtemporarymentalbreakdown..

Buda:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Didyousee

howmuchyouembarrassedyourselfoutthere

today?ImagineifIhadmyparentshere.Myfriends,

Sotheycouldwitnesssomethingsoshallow?

Me:Theonlyembarrassingthingiswhatyoudid,



Bringingherintoourmaritalhome?Inthepresence

ofmyfamily?Soshecouldflauntthedisgust?

Buda:GqibiIdon'tloveyouanymore!!Ihavetried

byallmeanstocommunicatethatwithyou,You

nevertookmeseriously.Inyourowncrazyhead,

YouarefixatedontheideathatyouandIwewillfix

things.There'snothingtofix!It'sover!..Ihavefallen

outoflovewithyou

Me:Okay..Ithinkwebothhighonemotionsright

now,Wenotthinkingrationally

Buda:Iamthinkingrationally,Younot!!

Hesighedwhilstrubbinghiseyes..

Buda:Ibroughthertodayonhopesthatsomehow

theloveyoustillhaveforme,Willmakesyouhate



me!Thatyouwillhatemeandit'llbeeasierforyou

tojustleaveandnotturnback.Ican'tkeepondoing

thistoMandisa,Ican'thurther

Me:Whataboutme??Whataboutmehuh?What

aboutmyhurt?Whatyouputtingmethrough??

Iswallowedasmythroatcloggedup,Myvoice

breakingandtearsfallingdown..

Me:Whataboutme?ThefactthatIloveyoumadly?

ThatI'llpossiblylosemysanitywhenyouwalkout

ofhere?

Buda:Whatdoyouwantfromme?

Me:Iwantyoutoloveme!!



Iwalkeduptohimandtouchedhim..

Me:Iwantyoutoloveme

Itriedtokisshim..

Buda:Stop..

Me:Iwantmyhusbandback

Hethrewmeonthefloor..

Buda:Isaidstopit!!Whyareyoudoingthisto

yourself??

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedtothedoor,I

crawledtohimandheldontohisleg..



Me:Don'tdothistome!!

Hekickedmeoff,Continuedwalkingout..

Me:Don'tleaveme,especiallynotforher!(crying)

NOMVULA

Whenwegothome,ThefirstthingIdidwastoleave

thosetwoandgotoAfro'splace..

Hiseldersacceptedmeinafteralengthy

explanation..

Hismomwassittingonthemattress,Hereyes

glueddown.AssoonasshesawLanga,Herfacelit

up..



Sheheldhim,Isawasmilethroughthateyesfullof

pain..

IfelttogotoAfro'sroom.Inoticedaplateoffood

byhisdoor.Ipickeditupandknocked..

Me:It'sme

Igotnoreply...

Me:I'mjustgoingtosithereuntilyouopen,Don't

worryIhavetime

NOMAKHOSI

IhaveneverseenmyMomthismad..



Me:Calm,Zozeubenehighhigh

Shefixedherbra..

Mom:Gqibiisweak!Iexpectthisbehaviourfrom

peoplelikeNomvula.Sheembarrassedme,

Disappointedme!Sheshouldactuallyapologisefor

evenbeingapartofthisfamily.HlulweIndonda!

Me:Ihopeyounotgoingtosaythattoher

Mom:Gqibiisnotcomingbackhereasadivorced

woman,Shesureisnotleavingherhouseforthat

girltotakeover.Shemusttoughenupmaan

haisuka!!Busybreakingtablesinsteadofbones!!

Shehitherwomb..



Mom:It'slikeshewasneverhere,Inside..La!!

NOMVULA

Hefinallyopened,Stoodthereandlookedatme.I

gotupwiththeplate..

Afro:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Youweren'treplyingtomyWhatsApptexts

Afro:Iknow

Me:Why?

Afro:MaybeIjustdon'twannatalk



Iwalkedin..

Afro:Dammit(Softly)

Heclosedthedoor..

Afro:I'mreallynotinagoodspace

Me:Youdon'thavetotalkaboutit,Wecanjustlie

downintotalsilence

Afro:WhateverRain

Iputtheplateawayandlaiddownonthebed..He

cametoliedownnexttome.Webothstaredatthe

ceiling..

Me:Youknowwhenmyfatherle-



Afro:Don't

Me:Okaysorry

Afewsecondspassed..

Afro:Itdoesn'tmakesense

Iturnedtohisside..

Me:Nothingaboutlifemakessense

Heturnedtoo..

Afro:Atleastthismakessense



Welookedateachother,Heleanedoverforakiss

butquicklybroketheconnection..

Afro:I'msorry..Ijust..

Me:It'sokay

Istillkeptmylookonhim,Themomentdefeatedus.

Wekissedagain..

NOMAKHOSI

Khosi:BathobaModimo!!

Mom:Don'ttellmeGqibicommittedsuicide

Me:No..BabDubazanapassedon



Mom:What?

Me:Gunneddownatthepolicestationearlierthis

morning

Mom:Chaa..Weneedtogothere,I'llonlybelieveit

whenwegetthere.TheDubazanafamilyisawell

respectedfamilyinthiscommunity.Letmechange

siye,Sokhalisa!

Me:I'llchangetoo

Mom:KantiNomvulauphi?(WhereisNomvula)

Me:Idon'tknow

Mom:Yazikushoniweyenabusy!



NOMVULA

Wemovedinsynctogolockthedoor,Thenmoved

tohisdresser.Hepickedmeupandsatmeontop

partingmylegstogetinbetweenthem..We

continuedkissingwhilsttakingoffourclothes,Until

wewerebothleftwithwhatwehadunderneath..

Idon'tknowwhatweweredoingbutIpresumewe

bothgoingthroughsomethingdeepthatwecan

findcomfortwitheachother..

Heopenedthedrawerunderneathmylegsand

pulledoutapackofcondoms..

Ihaven'thadsexsinceLanga'sfathergotme

pregnant..

.



Tobecontinued
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Iforgotthepleasurethatsexbrings.Forgothowit

feltlike,Tobetouchedandhaveamanwantyou.

Craveyou,Handleyouwell,Beatthemercyofwhat

isburiedinbetweenyourthighs..

Thewholescenetookplaceonhisdresser,Andthe

coreofitall.Wastomakesurethatsoundsaren't

heardfromtheonesoutsideofthisroom..

Onethingthatexistedbetweenusrightnow,Was

themomentandnooneelse..



Mylegswerewideopen,Apartfromeachotherand

onthedresser.Hishardshaftwasgoinginandout

ofmyhole,Wrappedbyacondom..

Foranerd,Ididn'tthinkhewasgoingtopullthisoff.

Hewenthisthumbagaintogentlyrubandplaywith

myclitaswecontinued.Ididn'ttakeoffmybra,I

didn'twantanybreastmilkgettinginthewayof

whatwashappening.Mybreastswerefulltoday,I

wasn'tabletobreastfeed...

Ihadmyhandonhistummy,Justrunningitupand

downaswecontinued.Itfeltgood,Feltreallygood

withhimrubbingmyclit..

Hewastheonewhotookoffmybra,Toadmiremy

fullbreastsandasIhadpredicted.Istartedleaking,

Hecontinuedrubbingmyclitandfuckingme....



NOMAKHOSI

UponarrivingatAfro'sHouse.Iwasshockedtosee

hisBrother,FezileholdingLanga.Theywereatthe

kitchenandhewasgivingLangajuice,Langa'seyes

provedthathehadbeencrying..

Mom:Haibo..Sawubona

Fezilelookedatus..

Mom:That'smyGrandchild

Fezile:Ohw

Mom:WhereisNomvula?

Fezile:ShewentoutwithAfro



Me:Wentout?

Fezile:Afroisnotwellforobviousreasons,

Nomvulacametocheckuponhim.Tookhimout

forfreshair,Decidedtolookafterthislittlefella

Mom:SincewhenisNomvuladatingAfro?

Fezile:Theynot..Theygoodfriends,Didn'ttheygo

toschooltogether?

Me:Theydid,ButAfrowasinmyclassfromgrade

10-12.Ididn'tknowtheywerethattight

Fezile:Yaa

Mom:Anyway..I'msosorryforyourloss



Fezile:Thankyou..Youcanproceedtothebedroom,

They'llmakeyoutea

Wewenttothebedroom..

NOMVULA

Whenhecame,Hepulledout.BythenIhadn'thad

anorgasm.Soherolledupthecondomwithhis

sperm.Tieditandputitaway..

Hekneltdownandputmylegsoverhisshoulders.

Hesuckedmyclitwithhisfingerdeepinsideofme..

Igrabbedandheldhisafrotightashecontinued,

HemuffedmeandwhenIwasabouttoorgasm.My

bodyvibrated,Iputmyotherhandovermymouth

tonotmoanloud..



HestoppedafterIcame.Cameupandkissedme.

Kissedmeforawhile..

Thiswouldbeanormalsituation,Iftheenvironment

wasnormaltoo.Wecouldn'tcuddle,Pillowtalkand

everything.Wehadtodressupandhopenoone

heardorsuspected..

Whenwewerealldressedup,Heslowlyopenedthe

doorandpeepedthrough..

Afro:Come

Iwalkedoutandheclosedthedoor..Hisbrother

showedupholdingLanga.Helookedatus,My

heartsank..

Fezile:Followmeoutside..Now!



Wefollowedhimoutsidethroughthebackdoor..

NOMGQIBELO

Thatpartoftheceilinginthebathroomfell.Igot

downfrommydressingchair,Staggeringaround.I

tookthehandfulofsleepingpills,Accompaniedby

thebottleofsweetrosèwine.Ilookedatthem..

Me:Godplease..Ijustwantthepaintogoaway

Withoutthinkingmoreaboutit,Idrankthepills.

Keptondrinkinguntilnonewascloggedupinmy

throat..

Itooktherope,Threwitoverthesupportingwood

fromtheceiling.Igottothedressingchairandtied

theropearoundmynecktight.Iclosedmyeyesand



saidalittleprayer,Thenkickedoffthechair.Iwas

surprisedtheropeandthewoodtookmyweight..

NOMVULA

Istoodfromadistanceastheyspoke,Iwasholding

Langa.Couldn'tmakeoutwhattheyweresaying,

Butitwasintense..

Aftertheyspoke,Afrocamehere..

Afro:I'mgettingmykeysandpurse,YourMother

andSisterarehere.We'llgoeatatthepubthen

comeback

Myheartstartedbeatingfast..

Afro:I'mcoming,Waithere



Me:Ohhshit!!

Hisbrotherlookedatmewithhishandsburieddeep

inhispockets,ThenhefollowedAfro..

NOMAKHOSI

Mom:MoyawamubuhlungungoDubazanamaan

Mymomandfakingemotions,Shewasforcing

hardtocry..

MrsDubazanawasholdingherminiblanketallthe

wayuptohermouthandlookingdown.Shedidn't

sayaword.It'snosurprise,Thiswomanfeels

herselftoomuch,Doesn'tinteractwithnoonein

thishood.Alwaysbeenabouther,HerHusband,

Andkids.Akajwayeleki,Youcan'tgetusedtoher..



Theybroughtteaandscones..

Mom:Hayimaan..Whathappened?

TheotherwomansittingnexttoMrsDubazanawho

introducedherselfasMrDubazana'ssister.The

firstborn,Wastheonewhowasbusytellingus

whathappened..

NOMVULA

IgotintothecarandstartedbreastfeedingLanga..

Me:Mymomisgoingtokillme

Afro:Why?



Me:Ididn'ttellherIwascominghere

Afro:So?

Me:It'scomplicated

Afro:Let'sgoandeat,We'lldealwiththe

repercussionslaterwhenwegetback

.

Tobecontinued
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Heboughthimselfaredmeatplate,Papandsalad.



Itookthechickenone.Weboughtfizzydrinks,Sat

andate...

Me:Afro

Helookedatme..

Me:Ithinkweneedtotalkaboutwhathappened

Afro:Ofcourse

Me:WhathappenedearlieronId-

Afro:Idon'tregretit.Tomeitwasnotamistake,I

don'tconsideritamistake.Iamnotevengoingto

denyitnoractlikeitdidn'thappen,Iwon'teven

denyitifsomeoneasked



DeepdownIwasrelieved.Toknowthatwewon'tbe

actinglikethisdidn'thappen..

Afro:Unlessyouthinkotherwise

Me:No..I..Idon'tgreetittoo

HehadLangaonhislap,Feedinghimsmallpieces

ofmeat..

Icontinuedeatingwithasmileonmyface.

Afro:IwillenditwithKeri

ThatwasunexpectedbutI'mnotcomplaining..

Afro:It'stherightthingtodo,Especiallyafterwhat

happened.Arelationshipfoundedandsupportedby



lieswon'twork

Me:That'strue

Wecontinuedeating....

BUDA

MbalihadcalledmesayingherMotherwas

hangingfromtheceiling.Shecalledmeusingher

mother'sphone.Ihadtorushhome,Inthe

bathroomwasMbalihuggingherMother'slegsvery

tight.Crying,Andshakinghertowakeup..

Mandisawalkedin,Shehadherhandinhertummy.

ShescreamedatthesightofGqibihangingfrom

theceiling..



Me:Whathaveyoudone??Whathaveyoudone??

Therewasabottleofwineonthefloorandabottle

ofsleepingpills..

ItookoutmyphonetocalltheAmbulanceandthe

Police..

Thiswasamess..

NOMAKHOSI

WewalkedoutanddrovehomewithmyMother

busyramblingaboutNomvula..

Me:Idon'tthinktheydatingMa,Theyfriends.Afro

wasaNerdatschool,Hepassedhismatricwell.

Verywell.He'sinvarsity,Hisfamilyisastable



family.Abahlanyi,Doyouthinkthattheywould

allowNomvulatodatetheirSon?She'snotfitfor

them

Mom:Nawukephela,Fezilewasholdingthebaby

Me:Aii

Herphonerang,ItwasBuda..

Mom:Whatdoesthisonewant?

Me:Idon'tknow

Mom:AnswerbecauseI'mdriving

Itookherphoneandanswered..



Me:Hello.Whatdoyouwant?

Iheardhimsniffing..

Me:Budayini?

Buda:Gqibicommittedsuicide

Me:Wait..Wait..Wait..

Buda:Mbalifoundherhangingonthebathroom

ceiling,Shetookpillsandwinebeforehand

Ihungup,Mybodystartedtrambling..

Mom:What'swrong?



Me:Pullover

Mom:Why?

Me:Mompullover

Shepulledover..

Mom:Kantiyini??(What'swrong)

Me:Gqibicommittedsuicide,Uzibulele

Mom:Ini??

Me:UzibuleleMa(Shecommittedsuicide)



MyMomputherhandsoverherhead..

Mom:Yii..Yiii..Yiii..Yiii..Gqibiwenzani??Wenzani

Gqibi??(crying)

NOMVULA

Ididn'tevenfinishmyfood,Igotatakeawaythen

Afrodroveushome..

Weparkedtwohousesaway.Ihadtoagoodday,

Didn'twantthosetwomessingmymoodup..

Me:Ihadalovelyday

Afro:I'mgladyoudid

Me:Wehavetogo,PlusIshouldputLangadownto



sleep

Afro:Hadagreattimewithyouguys

HekissedLangaonhisforehead,Thenkissedme

onmylips..

Me:I'lltextyou,Pleasereply

Afro:Iwill

Igotout,Tookmybagandwewalkedtothehouse..

Hewatcheduswalktothehouse,Thendroveaway..

BUDA

MandisawasholdingMbaliaswewaited.Wewere

downinthelounge,Leftthesituationupstairs



exactlyhowitwas..

Me:Whydidn'tsheleave?Fuckwhydidn'tsheleave?

Mandisa:Shewasinpain

Me:Gqibiisselfish,Puttingthekidsthroughthis

Mandisa:It'sbad

NOMVULA

IwasbathingLanga,BusymakinghimlaughwhenI

heardcries..

Iputhisnappy,Thenclothedhim.Ididn'tpourout

hiswaterasyet,Iwenttofindoutwhathappened.

KhosisatourMotherdown



Me:What'sgoingon?

Shewenttogetaglassofwater,Gavemymother..

Me:Khosi

Khosisatdowntoo..

Khosi:Gqibicommittedsuicide

Me:What?

Mom:Wehavetodrivedownthere

Khosi:Willyoubeokaytodrive?



Mom:Ihavenochoice

Khosi:Okay

Mom:Nomvulapackabagforme,Wehavetosleep

theretonight

Me:YeboMa

Iwenttopackherabag...

AFRO

IwentandsatnexttoFezileonthecouch..

Fezi:Whereisyourgirlfriend?



Me:Droveherhome

Fezi:Afro

Me:Iknow..I'msorry,WhatIdidwaswrong

Fezilaughed..

Me:What?

Fezi:NeverthoughtI'dseethedaywhereyou

becomerebellious

Me:Don'tstart

Fezi:Hopeyouusedaglove,Womenarefertile



Me:Idid

Hisphonevibrated..

Fezi:It'smyfriend..Ihavetogo

Me:Okaysharp

.
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Iwaswearingmywhiteshirtonly,Pacingupand

downinmykitchenwithaglassofwineinmyhand.

Ilookedatthetimeagain,It's20:00.Iwasupset,We

don'tbreakthescheduleandheis..

Thedooropened,Theywalkedin.Langawalkingin

first,Hisbigearphoneshangingoverhisneck.He

hadhisbackpackon.FollowedbyAfroholdingour

DaughterNaomi,ShewasnamedherafterAfro's

Grandmother.Followingthemwashisfiancé

holdingmyDaughter'sbagpack..

IplacedthewineglassonthecounterasLanga

walkedstraighttohisroom..

Fiancé:Hi

Shesatdownonthecouch,Iliveinapenthouse.

AfrowalkedtoNaomi'sbedroom,Ifollowedhim..



Me:Hey..Hey!!

Heopenedherduvet,Thencarefullyplacedher

downsoshedoesn'twakeup.Hethrewhershoes

onthefloor..

Me:Youweresupposedtobringthekidsbackat

19:00not20:00

Afro:Didn'tyourassistantgiveyouthemessage

thatweweregoingtobeonehourlate?

Me:Andwhatisthattrampdoinghere?Inmyhouse?

Afro:Thattrampismyfiancé,Soontobemywife!

Andyouwillrespecther!

Me:Idon'tcareifsheisyoursoontobewifeor



whatbutIdon'twantheranywherenearmyhouse!!!

Afro:KeepyourvoicedownourDaughteris

sleeping

Me:Afro!!

Afro:I'mwarningyou,Keepitdown

Ifoldedmyarms..

Hetookoffhisglasses..

Afro:Doyouseewhyyoucan'tkeepyourselfa

goodman?Oramanforthatmatter

Me:I'msorrythatIdecidedtobeoneofthose

womenwhoactuallygaveafuckaboutbeing



independent,Thewomanwhomadeitoutthereand

actuallymadeitworkonherown

Afro:Wow..Onherown

Me:Youboughtmemyfirststockyes,R500..I

turnedthatintoamultimillionairerandtobacco

companyinSouthAfrica

Afro:Nomvulastop..It'snotaboutthat,Idon'tcare

ifyourcompanywasthefirstleadinginthetobacco

industry..Juststop!YoumakeitsoundlikeIwasn't

doinganythingbutsittingonmyarse,I'm

successfultoo.Oneofthebiggeststockbrokerson

globalstatusbutImadeitwork!!BecauseIloved

you,IhadafamilyandIknewhowtoprioritise!

Myeyeswerefilledwithtearsnow..



Me:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Afro:Nothing..Youdidnothingtosaveus

Hewalkedtothedoor,Iputmyhandsonhiswaist..

Me:Iknowyoudon'tloveher,Iknowyoudon't..We

canstillfixit

Afro:Rainstop

Fiancé:Honey??

Hegotmyhandsoffhim..

Afro:I'llcomegetthekidsnextweek



Hewalkedout.Iplacedmyhandonmywaistand

anotheronmyforehead..

Me:Dammit!!

Thatphonecall..Thatphonecallthatnight,Isthe

reasonwhyweheretoday..

************PAST***********

NOMVULA

Langawaspeacefullysleeping.MomandKhosihad

gone..

Iwasfrombathing,Stillinmytowelandonthe

phonewithAfro..



Afro:IendeditwithKeri

Me:Really?

Afro:Yesaswespokeearlieron

Me:I..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Afro:Rainwhathappenedtodayis..AllI'mtryingto

sayisthat,Iwannasharemoreofthosemoments

withyoubutonagirlfriendlevel

Me:Areyouproposingtome?

Afro:Isitworking?

Ilaughedandexhaled..



Me:Doyouthinkwewillwork?Imeanwon'tyouget

boredbyme?Iamstilltryingtofigureoutlife.My

wayinlife

Afro:Itwillwork

Me:Iguessthenifwedowork,Andhavekidswe

shouldnameourDaughterKeri

Helaughed..

Afro:Ohhhandifwehavemoreboys,Weshould

nameoneafteryourbabydaddy..What'shisname

again?

Ilaughed..



Me:That'sshadyandwrong

Isatonthebed..

FEZILE

Theybroughtmemydrink,Iwaswaitingforhim.

Thedooropened,Hewalkedin.Hewaswearing

skinnyjeans,Boots,aleatherjacket.Wigandmake

uponpointwhilstholdinghisbag..

Helookedaroundandsawme.Hemadehiswayto

me..

Momo:Babe

Me:Babe



Igotupandmethimhalfway.Ikissedhim.Iopened

thechairforhim,Hesatdown.Isatdowntoo..

Me:Youlookbeautifulandsmellnice,Asalways

Momo:Aren'tyousweet?

HisnameisMongezi,ButgobyMomo.Heisthe

mostbeautifulgayguyI'veevermet.Youwouldn't

tellhe'sgayuntilyouactuallypayattention..

Momo:I'msorryaboutyourFather

Wehavebeendatingfor3yearsnow,He'sin

fashion..

Hetookthemenu..



Momo:ShouldIcometothefuneral?

I'mgaybutIdon'tgetfucked.Ifuck,Andmostly

attractedtothegirlyones.Theyaremore

submissiveandeasytohandle.I'mmasculine,He's

morefeminine...

Me:Uhmno

Momo:Peoplewon'tknowI'mthereforyou

Me:Momoplease..Isaidno

Momo:Fine

Shetookthemenufromthetable..

NOMAKHOSI



Whenwegotthere,Herbodywasstillthere.Taken

down,Butstillonthebathroomfloorwithablanket

overher.

Thepolicehavebeenherealready..

Mom:Kehoreyouarefixatedonembarrassingmy

Daughterevenwhenshe'sdead

Buda:MandisaismybabyMama

Mom:HowdoIknowyoudidn'tkillmyDaughterfor

lonoNodindwa??

Buda:Don'tyouthinkIwould'velongdonethat?

Mom:Iwillmakeyoupayforthis,MyDaughter



was..Gqibiwasstrong,Youbrokeher

Buda:JustgoburyyourDaughter,I'mgladIwon't

havetobedealingwithyouagain

Mom:I'mtakingMbaliwith,She'sgoingtostaywith

usandIwillraiseher.Youwillpaychildsupport

Buda:Finebyme

FEZILE

Ourordercamewestartedeating..

Me:Afterthefuneral,BeforeIgobacktoworkwe

takeaweekendvacation

Momo:I'dlikethat



Me:Youcanchooseanyweekendgateway

Momo:Budget?

Me:NobudgetbutwithinSouthAfrica

Momo:OkayI'llsearch

Ilookedathimandsmile..

.

Tobecontinued

[05/23,19:36] :NOMVULA

17

NOMVULA



[PRESENTDAY]

IdecidedthatI'llbelateforworkthismorning,I

wantedtodrivethekidstoschool..Iwasdone

preparingbreakfastforthem...

Me:Kidsbreakfastisready!!

Theycame,Langaholdinghislittlesister.Withall

I'vebeenthroughinlife,Withmysiblings.Imade

surethatLangaandNaomiareclosetoeachother.

Langaloveshislittlesister,He'sthebigBrotherthat

Iactuallywantedhimtobetohislittlesister.

Hesatheronthecounter.Theyhaveaweirdwayof

eating,Sharingaplate,withNaomisittingonthe

counterandLangaonthehighchair.Imadethem

theirfavourite.Grilledcheesesandwichesand

chocolatemilk.



Langa:Heredon'tfall

Hefixedher..

Naomi:It'sabithot

Langa:Iknow..I'llblowitforyou

Hecutthealreadycutpartofthesandwichand

blewonit,tocoolit..

Me:Langawhyaren'tyouinuniform?

Langa:Igotsuspended

Me:What?Why??



Langa:Igotintoafightwithaclassmate

Me:YouknowIdon'tpromoteviolence,Why?

Langa:Hereadthenewspaperand..YouandDad

madefrontpage

Me:Ohhno

Langa:MostsortafterStockbrokergettingmarried

inafewmonths,toateacher.Afterhisseparation

fromhisexwife,NomvulaJele-DubazanatheCEO

oftheLangaTobacco.Themostsecondleading

tobaccobrandcompany..Thentheysaidalotofbul

-

HelookedatNaomi..



Langa:Alotofunsettlingthings

Me:OhhbabyI'msorry

Langa:IjustwannaknowwhyyouandDadcan'tfix

it

Me:Youdon'tlikehisfiancé?

Langa:Ihavenoproblemwithherbuthedoesn't

loveher,Notasmuchashelovesyou.Whynot

makeitwork?

Me:Babysometimespeoplewholoveeachother,It

doesn'tmeanthattheywillalwaysbewitheach

other



Langa:Youdidn'tcheat,Hedidn't.Idon't

understand

Me:Youtooyoungtounderstand

Langa:I'm16

Me:Eatyourbreakfast,Plusyouinalotoftrouble

Langa:Ithinkyouguysshouldfixit

Me:Ican'tbelievewemadepapersagain

Langa:YouaCEO,He'saBrokerit'sexpected

Afroraisedhimwell,Orratherhelpedmeraisehim

well.Langaissmart,RespectfulandI'mproudof

him.Proudthathisbiologicalfatherditchedus..If



hedidn't,Mysonwouldn'thavegottenhimselfsuch

awonderfulfatherfigure..

*************PAST************

NOMVULA

Thenextmorning,Iwokeupearlytocleanthe

house.Nomvulaismarried,She'sgoingtobeburied

atherhouseIknow..

Iamstillunsureaboutmypresence,WhetherI'llbe

neededthereornot.I'llwaitformymothertoinform

me..

Iheardaknockatthedoor,Iwenttoopen.Itwas

Afro..



Me:Afro!!

Ipulledhimin..Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Afro:Goodmorningtoyoutoo

Me:Didyouparkoutside?

Afro:Yes

Me:Afro!!

Afro:What?Youhaveaboyfriendinherethatyou

don'twantmetosee?



Me:No..Imean,Youcan'tjustshowupatmy

houselikethis,Unexpected.Mymotherwouldkill

me

Afro:Momagain..I'mstartingtothinkshe'sa

monster

Me:I'mserious

Hecameandheldbothmyhands..

Afro:I'msorry..Itwon'thappenagain

Me:Thankyou

Afro:ButIwashopingyounotbusy,SoIcouldtake

youandthelittlefellaoutforbreakfast.Iwassent

togetafewthings



Me:WellIwasjusttidyingupbutdone,I'llbathand

change

Afro:WhereisLanga?

Me:WatchingTV?

Afro:HewatchesTV?

Me:Thosekiddiesshow,I'llmakehimhisinstant

porridgeafterbathing

Afro:Okay

FEZILE



Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringing.Iextendedmy

handtogetit,ItwasmyMom.

Me:Shit!!

Ianswered..

Me:Ma

Ma:Kantiukuphi?(Whereareyou)

Me:I..

Iclearedmythroat..

Mom:Afroisgonetobuygroceries,Ineedtobe

driventofixafewthings.YourgreatAuntdoesn't

wantmedrivingmyself



Me:OkayI'mcoming

Ma:Ukuphiyee?(whereareyou)

Me:Ijustheadedoutforfreshair,I'llbeback

Ma:Uyaphambana!Youdidn'tsleepathomelast

night!!

Me:I'mcoming

Ma:Rhaaaaaa!!

Shehungup.IwasnakedinMomo'sbed..Igotup

andwenttothekitchen,Hewaspreparing

breakfast..



Me:Mo

Helookedatme..

Me:Ineedtoleave,MyMomneedsme

Helookedatme,Alldrooling..

Mo:Okaylet'stakeaquickshowerthenyoucango

Me:Afteryou

NOMAKHOSI

Mom:Lateronyouneedtogofetchusmore

clothes



Me:GetNomvula?

Mom:No..Theyhavetwomaids,Nomvulawill

comengefuneral

Me:Okay

Wewerestandingoutside,Shewashavingaglass

ofwine..

Mom:Buda'smomiscomingtoday,Idon'twant

embarrassmentwithNomvula.Nothingisgoing

goodforhercurrently,Don'thaveawayto

introduceher

Me:500kfuneralcover

Sheputherarmaroundmyshoulders..



Mom:BudawillBuryher,Thinahemustjustgiveus

themoneyforthecover.ThisiswhyIwantMbali,

Budawillsendmoneytosupporther.Mbalihashad

anexpensivelifeso..Hewillsendalotofmoney.

Wetakeheroffaprivateschoolandintoan

affordableschool..Lotto!!

Me:Jackpot!!!

NOMVULA

Iwalkedintothekitchen,HewasfeedingLanga

instantporridge.Langawassittingonthecounter..

Me:Howdidyou??

Helookedatme..



Afro:What?

Me:Instantporridge?IsaidI'llmakeit

Afro:AndyouwerebusygettingreadysoImadeit

Iwalkeduptothem,Itookthespoonandchecked..

Me:Anditdoesn'thavelumps

Afro:Youcontinuetounderestimatemewoman

IlookedatLanga..

Me:Andhisdirty,Letmechangehim



Afro:I'llbeinthecar

Heputthedishdown....

Langacriedforhim..

Me:Okaythat'snew

Afrotookhim..

Afro:Okaylet'sgochange

Iledthewaytothebedroom..

.
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Inmyoffice,Ihavethebestviewofalltherooftops

ofthebuildingsandthecity.Myofficeissituated

onthe9thfloorofarentedbuilding.Thewhole9th

floorismycompany.Langatobacco(PTY)LTD..

Itwasrainingthismorning,Isawnimbusclouds.

Therainwon'tstopanytimesoon,Nevermindthe

lightingandthunder..

Lisawalkedin..

Lisa:Therewaythatthelightningandthunderis



hitting,Wemighthaveapowersurge

Iturnedandlookedather.Shewasholdingtwo

icedcoffees..

Lisa:Hazelnuticedcoffeeforyouwithextracream,

Andregularforme

Sheplacedthemonthetablethensatdown,Fixing

herskirt..

Lisa:Sotellme,Whatisthematter?

Lisaisnotonlymyassistant,Butmybestfriendtoo.

She'soneofthepeoplewhowasthereformewhen

Iwasstillfindingmyway.Oneofthepeoplewho

believedinmegreatly,WhenIdidn'tbelievein

myself..



Me:MySonLangahadahearttoheartwithmethis

morning

Lisa:Aboutwhat?

Me:MyseparationwithAfro,Hewantsustofix

things

Lisa:So?

Iwentandsatdown..

Me:MySonsayingthathisfatherandI,Didn'twork

outbecauseofme

Lisa:Specificallysaidthat?

Me:Notinsomanywords,But..Itmademesound



likethewitchofthewestwood

Lisa:Nowthat'sjustwrong,YounottheWestwood

witch

Me:Thankyou

Lisa:Youarefarworse

Me:Lisa

Lisa:Thatmanlovesyou,Andyoupushedhim

away

Me:Ididn'tpushhimaway.See,Afrowasraised

withlove.Hecamefromalovinghome,Loving

Parents.I,Ontheotherhand.Iwasraisedon

survival,IneverknewwhatlovewasuntilIhadmy



SonandIfellforAfro.IworkedhardtobewhereI

amtoday,Andworkedhardtokeepit.WhenI

movedoutofhome,IpromisedmyselfandmySon

thatwenevergoingbackthere.Myfearwasgoing

backtherehenceIworkedhardtokeepallofthis

Lisa:Andyoudid,Butyouforgotonething.You

wasworkinghard,SowasAfro.Thatmanwasnot

goingtoletyougobackthere,I'msureofthat.It

wasatwowayroad,Andyousidelinedhim.It'snot

thatdeeprain,Swallowyourpride.Pickupthe

phone,Planameetupandforonce!Don'tbeledby

PrideandEgo,Tellhimhowyoufeel.Apologizeand

askforanotherchance

Me:Idon'tthinkso,Ithinkthistimearoundwe

won'tmakeit.He'sgettingmarriedinafewmonths

Lisa:Pridetalking!..Prideandlovedon'tgohandin

hand,Youassumingsituations.Call,Ifherejects

you,you'llknowyou'vetriedatleast



**************PAST************

NOMVULA

WewereatPanarottis.TwochickenSubs,Chips,

Largepizzaandjuice...Langawaseatingthechips.

HewasstandingonAfro'slaptryingtoreachout

forafewthingsinthetable.Hehadhishand

aroundLanga'stummysohedoesn'tfall.Imoved

mostofthethingsabitfarfromthem..

Me:Doyouhavethelistofthethingsyouneedto

get?

Afro:Yeah

Me:Doyouthinkwegoingtowork?



Helookedatme..

Me:Ialreadycomewithabaggage.MySon

Afro:Ihavegrownfondofthelittleguy

Me:Myfamily

Afro:Yeahaboutthat,What'sthestory?

Me:Ijustdon'thavewhatyouhave.Mymother

hatesme,She'salwayspreferredmysiblingsover

mebecauseI'mthechildwhoresultedfromher

affair,Withamarriedman

Afro:Ouch



Me:Shedoesn'tevenlovemySon

Afro:familyhuh?

Me:Yaa

Afro:AllI'mgoingtosayisthat..There'snosuch

thingasaperfectfamily,Everyfamilyhasit'sown

problems.Somebiggerproblemsthantheothers.

Yourfamilytreatingyousomehow,It'snotyour

fault.It'stheirfault.There'snothingwrongwithyou,

There'severythingwrongwiththem.Howyouwere

bornandthefamilyyougrowupin,It'snotyour

fault.Youdidn'taskforit,Youhavenocontrolover

it,Buthowyouturnout.It'sallonyou

Me:Profound

Afro:Forasecond,Let'sforgetaboutthefamilyand



enjoyyourself.It'snotaboutthem,It'saboutyou.

Youmatter,Youcomefirst.It'syouandthelittleguy

againsttheworld,Andhowyouturnoutitwillaffect

him.AllI'msayingis,Beabetterwomanthanyour

Mother

NOMAKHOSI

Beforedrivingouttofetchourclothes,Therewasa

familymeeting.Mom,Me,Buda,andhisParents.

Wewantedtogetthisoveranddonewith,Address

theelephantintheroom..

Mom:YourSondrovemyDaughtertoinsanity,He

embarrassedher.MyDaughterhasenduredalotof

paininthehandsofthisman,Whowassupposed

toloveher.GqibievenlovedhisDaughterlikeshe

washerown,Whatdoeshedo?DrivemyDaughter

tosuicide



Buda:Idi-

MrNgema:Letherspeak!

Mom:SoIwillbeaskingformyGranddaughter.

Budawilldefinitelybringthatwomanhere,AndI

fearforMbali'ssafetyandwellbeing.Ifshecould

comeintoahomeofamarriedman,Whatmoreis

shecapableof??Idon'tthinkshewilllovemy

Granddaughter.Stepmothersareahorror.Iwill

takeMbali,ShewillbemyDaughter.Mylastborn.

KhosiandNomvula'slittlesister,SolongBuda

continuessupportingherfinanciallysoshecould

haveafuture

MrsNgema:IhearyouwenaNtombiendalakaJele,

AndwearesorryforthepainthatmySonputyour

familythrough.Iknowwordsaren'tenoughasan

apologybutwewillmakesurethatyougetallthat's

duetoyou,AndMbaliofcourse



Mom:Thankyou,Eventhefuneralmoneythatmy

Daughterwaspaying.It'llgotowardsMbali'strust

fund.She'sgrowingupandwillbegoingtotertiary

oneday

MrsNgema:Ofcourse

Me:HeshouldBurymyDaughterwithdignity,After

3monthswhencleansinghastobedone,Hemust

giveustwocowstoapologizeandwritehiswrongs

MrNgema:Weacknowledge,Andwewilldefinitely

lookintoit

Me:Thankyou

IsaymyMotherhandledthatsmoothly..



FEZILE(AFRO'SBROTHER)

Mymotherwasupsetwithme..

Mom:Ifweleftearly,Wewould'venowgatheredall

thedocumentsneededandthencameback

Me:AlreadysaidIwassorry

Mom:NedforumdidiFezi,Yourfather'sfuneral

arrangementshavetodelaynow?

Me:What?

Mom:Iknowthatyouprobablysleptatagirlfriend's

placelastnight



Me:Ma..

Mom:Ihopeshe'sworththedelayofyourfather's

funeralarrangements

IlaughedandshookmyheadasIcontinued

driving...

NOMVULA

Wewereatcheckerssupermarket.Hewaspushing

thetrolley.Langawasdozingoffinthetrolleywith

hispacifierinhismouth.Iplacedmyhandonthe

trolley,Hestoppedandlookedatme..

Me:What?Ican'tevenrestmyhandonthetrolley?

Afro:Youprobablyhaven'thadamandosomething



foryouinalongtime,Youusedtodoingthingson

yourown

Me:Whatever,Let'sgetthesethingsandgo

Afro:YoucanputafewthingsinsideforLangatoo

Me:There'snoneed

Afro:There'severyneed.Wedatingnow.Soyour

responsibilityisminetoo

HepushedthecartandIlookedathim...

.
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Afrodroppedusofffirst.HeboughtLangaafew

things.Formulamilk,Themediumtin.Nappies,

Wipes,Toiletries,Food.Itwas3plasticsintotal,He

washoldingLangaaswewalkedintothehouse..

IwassurprisedtofindKhosiinthekitchen,Shewas

drinkingbottledwater.Whendidtheycomeback?

MyMother'scarwasn'tparkedoutside..

Iputtheplasticsonthetable..Myheartwas

beatingfastnowfromfear..

Afro:Khosi



Khosi:Afro

AfrohandedmeLanga..

Afro:Iwillseeyoulaterlittlefella

HekissedLanga..

Afro:Ishouldgo,I'llcallyouguys

Me:Okay

Hewalkedtothedoor...

Khosi:ByeAfro

Afro:Bye



Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor..

Khosi:It'snicebeingyouneh?Sishonelweand

wenayououthavingthebesttimeofyourlife

Me:Ineededtogotothemall,TobuyLangaafew

things.Afrogaveusalift

Khosi:Thenyoubringhimhere..Inmyfather's

house

Me:It'snotlikehewaschillinghereorwewere

havingsex,Hejusthelpedmewiththeplastics

Khosi:Soyouguysaredating,It'snot"Friends"

Me:Khosiplease



Khosi:MomandIwearehurting,Goingupand

downplanningforafuneral.Wenawhatareyou

doing?Bringingboysintothehouse.SiesNomvula!!

Me:Whatisyourproblemwithme?Whydoyou

hatemesomuch?WhatdidIeverdotoyou?

Khosi:Youwerebornthat'swhatbotheringme.If

therewaseveratimewhereGodstoodmeup,It's

now!Youdon'tdeservetobeinourfamily.Youare

draggingus,Youtheonlyonewhoisnotsuccessful.

Insteadoffixingyourlife,Yougogetyourself

anotherman!!

Me:Youknowthefeelingismutual..Godstoodme

uptoowiththisfamily,Youguysdon'tdeserveme

Khosi:Iwillbeatyouupagain



Me:I'dliketoseeyoutry

Shelookedatmewithhercleavagegoingupand

down,Shewasangry..

Me:Stayoutofmyway,I'llstayoutofyours

Khosi:Don'teverconsidermeyoursisteryouhear?

Me:Ineverdid..I'dratherhavenosiblingsthanyou

asasister

Sheslappedme,Langacried.IputLangaonthe

floor.Igrabbedherdoekandthrewheragainstthe

cupboard.Shefell.Iwentandsatonherchest,

Startedslappingherrepeatedlythatshecouldn't

defendherselfbutscream.Langa'scriesgotworse..



Ifeltsomeonepullingmeoffher..ItwasAfro..

Afro:Calmdown!!

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Afro:Youforgotyourphoneinthecar

HepickedupLanga,Khosigotup..

Khosi:YouaresoevilIdon'tknowwhyMomdidn't

abortyou

Me:IammyMother'sDaughter!!!

Afro:TakeLangaandgotoyourbedroom



IlookedatKhosi..

Afro:Now..

ItookmyphonefromhimandLanga,Forced

myselftocarrytheplasticstoo.Tothebedroom..

Khosi:Youseriouslywannabewithsuchahuman

beinghuh??

Afro:Calmdown

Me:Anddon'tfuckenlieonmyname!!

Khosi:Fuckyou!!!



FEZILE(AFRO'SBROTHER)

Therewasonlyonedocumentmissing,Sowewill

seeittomorrowwhenwegoback.

Iwasstandingagainstmycar,Smoking..

Jabumybestfriendsincehighschool,Pulledup..

Hestaysinanotherhood,Notours..Wewenttoa

highschoolintowntogether..

HegotoutofhisTSIandmadehiswaytome..

Jabu:Ntwana

Me:Hey

Weexchangedahandshake..



Jabu:EishNtwanahadeJoe(Mydeepest

condolences)

Helookedlikehehadaserioushangover..

Me:Shithappens

Ipassedhimthecigarette..

Jabu:QinaKau(Takeheart)

Me:YaaIhavenochoice

Jabu:Yaaeishmeleuqine,Foris'OlaneNtwana

yakho(YouneedtobestrongforyourMotherand

littleBrother)



Me:Nakanjani

Jabu:Yaneh

Me:It'sbeenlong,Howareyou?Howisthe

marriagelifeandthekids?

He'smarriedwithababy..

Jabu:Ididn'tevensleepathome,Kauneverget

married.It'salifesentence.She'snotworking,I'm

workingbuthasthenervetocontrolmylifetelling

meIdrinktoomuch,Icareaboutfriends

Me:Youhaven'tevenbeenmarriedforthatlong

Jabu:YaaKau,IwishIdidn't.Should'veditchedher

likemyfirstbabyMama



Me:Youcan'tkeepondumpingkidsallover

Jabu:Bazobaright,BhekamyfirstbabyMama

Vula..Sheseemstobemakingitworkonherown,

Shedoesn'tbotherke6

Ishookmyhead..

Jabu:Haven'tyouseenhervele?Wangapha

enkambiniyenu..NomvulamySon'snameis..It's

LangasawshepostedhimonFacebookonce

Me:Waitwhat?Thegirlyou'vebeentalkingaboutis

Nomvulakanti?Ithoughtitwasagirlfromyour

hood

Jabu:NaaWangapha(She'sfromhere)



Me:Ohw

Jabu:Issheseeingsomeone?NowherFacebookis

privatecan'tseeshit

Me:Idon'tknow,I'mhardlyhereyouknow

Jabu:Shouldpassbyherhouse,Boneincosiyam

(seemybaby)

Me:Youditchedthisgirl,Leaveher..Whydoyou

wannaopenupoldwounds?

Jabu:Ukuthi..Thatgirlwasyoungmaan,She'show

oldnow?18?19?Shehasn'tbotheredme.Never

calledoncetoaskmefornappies,Milketc.Hope

akathengisangaibhantshi



Me:Whydoyoucare?Evenifshesoldthebaby

anotherniggaitshouldn'tbotheryou.Youfailedto

beafathertoyourSon,Letherbe

Jabu:YamaybeI'llleaveit

NOMAKHOSI

Afro:Here

Hegavemethedishclothfulloficecubes.

Me:Thankyou

Iputitonmyburningcheek..



Afro:Whathappened?

Me:Oursisterpassedon,Nomvuladoesn'tcare.

Heractionsareprovingthatshedoesn'tcare

Afro:Wegrievedifferently

Me:MymomandI,Wegoingupanddownfixing

everything.Shehasn'tevenpickedupthephoneto

checkhoweverythingisgoing

Afro:I'msureyouguyscanfixwhat'sgoingon

Me:Idon'tthinkso..Idon'tthinkwelikeeachother

Afro:Attheendofthedayyouguysaresisters,You

blood



Me:Iguessso

NomvulawalkedinholdingLanga'sbottle..

Vula:Ithoughtyou'dbegone

Afro:Youreallydidanumberonyoursister,Lookat

howredherfaceis

Vula:Idon'tcare!

Afro:Rain

Vula:Nowherewereyouwhensheattackedme,By

thattimeIwasholdingmyson.Iwasonthefloor

makingsuremySondoesn'tgethurt

Khosi:Ididnosuch,YouthinkI'mcrazytoattack



youinfrontofLanga?

Vula:Youseriouslydenying?

Khosi:Youattackedme!Youwereontopofme

slappingme

Vula:Youattackedmefirst!!!!

Khosi:Onwhatgrounds?

Vula:Youalwayshadissueswithme

Afro:Girls

Khosi:Aproblemwithyou?Areyouserious?What

doyouhaveformetohaveaproblemwithyou?



Vula:Youtellme!

Khosi:Afuckenbaby,That'syourachievement

Vula:AtleastIkeptmine,AtleastIdidn'tpull

homicideonmybaby!

Afro:Girls!!!!(shouting)

Webothfreakedout..

Afro:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeninghere,But

obviouslyyoutwohavedeeperissuessofixit!This

isembarrassingforbothofyou,Youareadultsnow

nothighschoolkids.Youcan'tresorttoviolence

that'sunhealthy,Sofixit!

.



Tobecontinued
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Idon'ttrustKhosiforshittoleavemySonwithher

aloneinthehouse.WhenAfrowasleaving,Iput

Langaonmyback,Lockedmybedroomandwalked

himout.Iwassuperembarrassedthathehadto

witnessthat,Thedownpartofitisthat.Itwillseem

likeI'mthebadguy,Becausehefoundmeontopof

Khosi..

Wewalkedouttohiscarinsilence..

Heleanedagainstit,Armsfoldedandlookedatme..



Me:CanIexplainsomethingtoyou?

Afro:I'mlistening

Me:Whatyousawinthere,Wasn'twhatitlooked

like

Afro:You..AttackingyourSister?

Me:Justlistentome!!..Okay?Listen!!

Hefixedhisglasses..

Afro:Okay

Me:Ihavebeenabusedinthathouse,Ihavebeen



treatedlikeIdon'tbelong.Ialreadytoldyou,I'm

different.Ihaveadifferentfather,AndIfeelmy

motherhatesmebecauseoftheangerhehas

againstmyfather.Iknowmostpeopledon'tbelieve

thatyourownbiologicalMothercanbecrueltoyou,

ButIknowfirsthand.Thefirsttimethatgirl

attackedme,Icouldn'tfightback.Icouldn'tfight

backbecauseIhadtoprotectmySon..

Iclearedmythroat,Itwasclogging.Tearsalready

falling,Myheartbroken.Ididn'tcareifhebelieved

me,Noonedoes.I'malwayswrong..

Me:Iliveeverydayofmylifetryingtogetmy

Mother'svalidation.Icook,Iclean,Idoeverything!I

don'tgetpraised,Onlyinsults.

Iexhaled..

Me:IamalivetodaybecauseofLanga,Because



he'stheonlypersoninthiswholeworldthatwill

everloveme.Loveunconditionally..AfroIcango

thewholedayexplainingbut..I'mtired.Ihaveno

fightinmeanymorewiththispeople.Whenyou

tookmetoyourhouse,Thatday.Iwasjealousof

you,Iwasjealousbecausewhatyouhave..I'llnever

have.Idon'tknowwhatIdidsowrongforthis

misfortunetokeeponfallingonme..Idon'tknowif

itwillworkbetweenus,Youcomefromastable

background.Youdon'tknowwhatit'slikeforpeople

likeme.I'mbroken,AndIcomewithproblems,

Lovingmewillnotbeeasy.Noteasyatall

Iwipedmytears..

Afro:Ibelieveyou

Me:Youdo?

Afro:Neverlikedthatgirl,Shewasfriendswithmy



neighbourandfullofherself.Shewantedtoget

withme,ThenspreadliesafterIpassedmatricthat

wewenttothesameschool,Sameclass..She's

delusional.Iwenttoagovernmentschoolshewas

intownIdon'tknowhowthatwaspossible

Ichuckled..

Afro:I'llstopcomingforyoursafetybutyouneedto

promisemeonething

Me:Okay?

Afro:I'malmostdonewithmyqualification,WhenI

graduate.MyfirstyearofworkingI'mgoingto

marryyou.Takeyououtofhere,Allyouneedtodo

isholdonforthatlongandalsothetobacco

business,Iwantyoutotakenoteofit.It'llkeepyou

busyinthemeantimeuntilIcomeback.Ifitgets

toomuch,Myhouseisalwaysopen.Yesmymom



isoldfashionedyoucan'tlivewithusbutyoucan

alwaysvisit,I'lltalktoherafterthefuneral.Ifitgets

toomuch,Justcallme.Cometomeandventonme,

Iknowit'shard.Actafool,Notbecauseyouare,But

becausefornowyoucan'twinagainstthem.They

outtogetyou,Shecangoandhaveyouarrested.

Don'teverletyourenemiesdragyouintotheir

battlefieldnordon'teverletanyonechangewhoyou

are.Thatsituation,Atotalstrangerwouldn'tknow

whoisrightandwrongbetweenyouandher.I'm

notmuchreligious,I'mintosciencebut..Mymother

isreligiousandshealwayssays"Sometimes

peoplethinkthatGodlivesintheirbackyard".God

certainlyisn'trentinginKhosi'sroom

Me:SometimesIfeellikeGoddoesn'thearmeor

seeme

Afro:That'sbecauseGodisnotahumanbeing,Kills

metosaythisbecauseIamnotmuchofabeliever

but..Goddoesn'tgetGodwhenyouwanthimtoo,If



sohewouldn'tbeGod.IfGodworkedtoyou,Khosi

wouldbedeadorhavesomethinghappentoher,So

isyourMombecauseoftheangerandhateyou

havetowardsthem.YouwantGodtogetGodon

yourterms,ForgettingGodisnotachildofman..

Butthere'sthisBibleversemyMomalways

threatenFeziandIwhenwehurthertothatpointit

says"Whileyoudidallthis,Iremainedsilent,and

youthoughtIdidn’tcare.ButnowIwillrebukeyou,

listingallmychargesagainstyou"-Psalms50:21

Me:HowareyounotreligiousbutknowBible

scriptures?

Me:Igrewupinchurch,Itwasoutofmycontrol

andhavinganEideticmemory,Iremembermost

Biblescriptures.Soinyourmistofpainwhenthey

doingallthesethingstoyou.Godisnotquiet,Nor

blindtoyoursufferings.RememberthatBibleverse

whentheydoallthosethingsyesheremainssilent,

Andtheythinkhedoesn'tcarebutonedayhewill



rebukethem.ListingalltheirwrongdoingsInfrontof

them.Ipromise

NOMAKHOSI

IwaspackingandonthephonewithmyMom..

Me:Justbecauseshe'sdatingAfro,Mychildhood

crush.Shethinksshe'sallthat

Mom:YaziNomvula..I'muptomythroatwithher!

Me:Whydon'tyoujustkickherout?Shemustgo

andseekherfather

Mom:Ican'tnowNana.Ifshe'sreallydatinghim,

Thenhewillpaylobola.Didyouseetheyalready

acceptedher,Thatfamilyisafamilyofdignityand



I'mgoingtomakesuretheypayagoodamountof

lobolaforher.Obviouslytheyhavetopaydamages

forLanga,Hecan'tjusttakeher.50kforNomvula

and20kforLanga.That'sonefinaopportunityI'll

evergetfromthisgirl.Iftheydo,isalreadyyours

baby.Iknowit'sdifficultbutsizobanesthunzi,

Dignity!Hisfatherwasasergeantwellrespectedin

thecommunity,HisBrotherapilot!Hismotherwell

respectedatchurch.Bestfriendswith

uMam'fundisi.Who'sgoingtomarrythisgirl?We

notdoingthisforherbutforus!Imaginehow

respectedI'llbeatchurch

Me:Inowgetyou

Mom:Suckitupandletitgo

Me:OkayI'lldoso

Mom:That'smygirl!Actlikeyoudidn'ttellmethis



Me:Sowhat?Wegottatreathernicenow?

Mom:Ofcoursenot!Ihatethatgirl,Wecontinue

treatherthesamebutwiththisshe'salready

expectingyoutotellme.She'llexpectthatI'llkick

herout,Idon'twanttheDubazanafamilygettingher

forfree.Idon'twantherrunningawaywithoutus

gettingacent!Sojustsuckitup

FEZILE

Jabupissedmeoff.NotbecausemyBrotheris

datingNomvula,Butbecauseofthefactthathe

neglectedhischildandspeakingsuchfilth.Maybe

myangerrisesfromthefactthatmybiological

fatherwasshitandIwasraisedbymystepfather..

MenlikeJaburepulseme,Ifyoudon'twantababy

wearafuckenglove!!



Iwasbusybangingdishesthekitchen..

Aunt:Hey!!

Itookadeepbreathin..

Aunt:Ifyoudon'twannahelpsayso

Me:I'msorry

Aunt:What'seatingyou?

She'smyAuntfrommystepfather'sside.Notonly

didhemebuthisfamilydidtooandacceptedme..

Me:Nothing



Aunt:Ihavevodkastashedinmybag,Wecanpour

inourcupsandmakelikewedrinkingteaandtalk

aboutit

Ilookedathim..

Me:You'llneverchange

Aunt:Thenyou'lltellmewhoisthisboythat's

stressingyou

ShedoneknewIhavebeengay,Knewwithoutmy

tellingher.She'skeptthissecretformanyyears..

Aunt:I'mcoming

Shetooktwocupstotheguestbedroom..



NOMVULA

Igotbackintothehouse,Khosiwasdonepacking.

Shewasstandinginthekitchen..

Khosi:I'mleaving

Me:Okay

Khosi:Iwon'ttellMomwhathappenedtoday,Ithink

Iamunderalotofstress

Me:I'dbelieveifitwasthefirsttimehappening

Khosi:GoshNomvulaI'mnotgoingtotellMom

aboutAfrobeinghere,I'mdoingyouafavourhere.

YouknowMomwillputyouout



Ikeptquiet..

Khosi:I'lltextyouwhenIgetthere

Me:Okay

Khosi:Afrocancome..It'llstaybetweenus

Me:Okay

Khosi:LookNomvula,Don'tbedifficult.I'mdoing

youafavourbylettingthisendbetweenus.IfMom

findsoutyouknowwhat'sgoingtohappen,She'll

alwaystakemysideso..Foryoursaketocontinue

havingahome,Thiswillendbetweenus

IrememberedwhatAfrosaid..



Me:Coolit'llendbetweenus

Shetookthebagsandwalkedout...

Iclickedmytongue,LikeI'llevertrustherass...

AFRO

WhenIgothome,MyAuntandFeziwerebusyin

thekitchen.Washingdishesandwhatnot.Unlike

me,Feziisdomesticated.Hecleans,Cooks,Etc..

Fezi:Youngman..Weneedtotalk

Ilookedatthem..



Me:Areyouguysdrinking?

Aunt:Notsoloud

Fezi:Comeweneedtotalk

Me:Okay..Let'sgooffloadthegroceriesinmycar

Wewalkedout..

Me:Whatsup?

Fezi:IwannatalktoyouaboutNomvula

Me:Whatabouther?

Fezi:Aboutherbabydaddytobeexact



Me:Okay?

Fezi:He'scomingtoclaimhischild

.

Tobecontinued
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Theweekwentbyfasterandpeaceful.Exceptfor

thefuneralonSaturday.IhadleftFridaytoattend.

GqibiandAfro'sDadwereburiedonthesame

Saturday..Hewasgoingthroughitonhisside,And

Iwastooonmyside..



Gqibi'sfuneralwassad,Orisitbecauseoftheway

sheleftthisworld?Nomatterhowstrongyouare

emotionallybutyouwouldfeeltheheaviness.On

theSaturdayofherfuneral,Itrained.Itrainedfrom

themorning,Untiltheywenttothecemeteryand

cameback..

ItwasaSundaymorning.Iwastired,Verytired.My

roleinfamilygatherings.Whetherfuneralsor

weddings,Iamalwaysthatcousinthatisamaid.

Servingandcleaningupaftereveryone..Itgrewin

me,Idoitautomaticallynow...

IwasshockedtohearthatMbaliwastolivewithus,

Mbalihasafather.ShehasaSister,Idon'tthink

theyshouldbeseparated.Mbalihardlyknowsus,

Andshegrewupdifferentlyfromus..

IsawBudastandingoutsideandsmoking.Iwalked

uptohim..



Me:Hey

Buda:Eyy

Me:IhearthatMbaliwillbestayingwithus?

Buda:Yes

Me:Youokaywiththat?

Buda:Whywouldn'tIbe?

Me:Mbaliwasraiseddifferently,Doyouthinkshe

adapttolifeinthehood?Separatedfromhersibling

andthelifesheknewbefore?



Buda:Gqibididn'tcareaboutherDaughter,Shetook

herownlifeanddidn'tcareaboutMbali.Iworkhard,

Iworklongshifts.Iwon'tbeabletotakecareof

Mbali24/7.NtontoisgoingtolivewithmyParents

andMbaliherGrandmother.She'llbefine,She's8.

By13she'llbetheQueenofthehood,She'sstill

goingtohaveagoodlife.I'llbesendingmoney

everymonthandshehasthe500kfuneralpolicy

moneysoshe'sset

Me:OhwIsee

Iwentbacktothehouse,Thinkingaboutthiswhole

thing.Idon'tthinkmyMotherisdoingthissincerely,

Ithinkshe'slookingtocashin..

AFRO

Iwaswashingthecarsoutside,InafewI'llbe

fetchingNomvulafromhersister'shouse..Iwas



stillthinkingaboutwhatFezisaid,Hecametohelp

me..

Fezi:Eyy

Me:Eyy

Fezi:Almostdone?

Me:Yes..Tellmesomething

Fezi:Yeah?

Me:Thattime,YousaidJabuiscomingtoclaimhis

child.Wereyouseriousorthevodkawastalking?

Fezi:Ihadatalkwithhim,Thewayhewasspeaking.

HewasindirectlyspeakingofwantinghisSonback



Me:Letmegetthisstraight.ThisOke,LeftNomvula

whilstshewaspregnanttofedforherself,Thenhe

comesbackafterawhileandwannaclaimhisbaby?

Ididn'tknowspermdonorshadthatright

Helaughed..

Fezi:HowmuchdoyouloveNomvula?

Me:Alot,I'vehadathingforhersincefromhigh

school

Fezi:Doyouseeafuturewithher?

Me:Yes

Fezi:Thenmaybeyoushouldtalktoherabout



adoptingLanga

Me:Isn'tthatabitdrastic?

Fezi:Theproblemisthat.Youwillgetattachedto

thebaby,Jabucomesback.Thethingabout

feelingsisthattheyneverreallygoawaythateasily,

Hecanromancehimselfbackintoherlife.You

knowhowwomenare,Plusitseemslikeshe's

datedJabuwhenshewasyoungandwhatifshe

stillhasthosefeelingslingering?Idon'twannasee

yougethurt.Talktoheraboutthis

Me:YeahIwill

Wecontinuedwashingthecars...

NOMVULA



MyMomandafewAuntiesweredrinking.Atleast

therewasn'tmuchtodo.Budahadhiredcatering

yesterday,I'mgladhedid..

Mom:Ithinkherclothesshouldbeshared

Aunt:Ain'twesupposedtodothatafter3months?

Afterthecleansing?

Mom:3monthsisfar

Istoppedtohear..

Mom:Iwilltakehercar,Hersiblingsandcousins

willshareherclothes.Budaisdefinitelygoingto

bringthatpregnantwhore,Idon'twantherwearing

orthrowingawaymyDaughter'sclothes



Aunt:Youright

Mom:I'llgetthealoeveraplantsowecanstart

AFRO

Istoodatthedoorofherbedroom,Momwas

puttingthefittedshitontothebed.Today,

Everythingwasbeingreturnedbackinsidethe

house..

Shewaswearingallblack,Mourning.MyDad's

familysaidtheydon'trequirehertomournforlong,

3monthsisgood..

Myfatherhadadignifiedfuneralyesterday.His

colleaguesandthecommunityasawholemade

surethathewasaccompaniedtohisfinalresting

placepeacefully..



HisfuneralwasevenstreamedliveonYouTube..

Shesatonthebed,Onhisside..

Me:Ma

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Imademywayin..

Me:Youokay?

Isatnexttoher..

Mom:It'sgoingtotaketime,ButI'llbeokay



Me:Iwasthinking.Iwannamovebackhome,I'll

traveltoschooleveryday

Mom:No..Yougobacktoschool,Toyourflat

Me:Itwon'tbepermanent,Justmaybeforayear.

Youcan'tlivealone,Feziwillbegonesoonandhis

job..It'simpossibleforhimtobearoundconstantly.

Plus,Livingathomewillsaveusalotofmoneyfor

rent

Shesqueezedmycheek..

Mom:WhatwouldIdowithoutyou

Me:Wegoingtobefine

Mom:Howdidthefuneralgoyesterday,Nomvula's



sister.Didyouhearanything?

Me:I'llbefetchingherlateronfromthere,Ididn't

gettimetospeakonthephonewithher

Mom:Okay

IwantedtotellheraboutNomvulaandI,Butmaybe

thisisnottherighttimeasyet..

Shehadjustburiedherhusbandyesterday,MaybeI

shouldwaitalittle..

NOMVULA

Mbaliwasoutside,Sittingbythewaterpond.She

hadastickwithherbusydrawing.Iwalkedupto

her..



Me:Hi

Mbali:Hi

Isatdownnexttoher..

Me:Howareyou?

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

Me:Ihearyou'llbestayingwithus

Sheslowlynodded..

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutthat?



Mbali:Idon'twannaleavehome.Iwannastaywith

DadandNtonto,Grandmaisnotanicewoman

Me:Iknowbutmaybejustmaybeyou'llenjoy

stayingwithus

Mbali:Idon'tknow

Me:Giveittime

Mbali:Okay

IhopethatMbaliwillhaveagoodlifeathome,

She'sbeenthroughalot.Seeinghermother

danglingfromtheceiling,Nowlosingtheonly

familyshehas..

.

Tobecontinued
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Afrofetchedus,Hedidn'tcomein.Parkedatthe

gate.Iwassurprisedtoseeheboughtacarseatfor

Langa..Amanwholovesyouwithyourchild,A

childthat'snothis.Canmeltanywoman'sheart.

HereIwas,Justhadgivenuponlove,Andcomes

thisguywhoisalsoyoungandiswillingtomakeit

work,Whilstboyshisagearechanginggirlsfaster

thantheychangetheirbriefs...

Afro:What'swrong?You'vebeenquiet

Me:I'mjustthinkingaboutsomething



Afro:Yeah?

Me:Agh..Idon'twannabotheryouwiththis

Afro:Botherme

Me:MyMomhasdecidedtotakemySister's

daughterin

Afro:Andthat'sbadbecause?

Me:Idon'tthinkshe'sdoingitgenuinely,Mom

neverdoesanythinggenuinely

Afro:Youthinkshe'sgoingtoabuseher?

Me:Ihopenot,ButMbaliisgetting500kfromher

Mother'sfuneralcoverthat'ssupposedtogo



towardshereducationandherfatherwillcontinue

tosupporther.Idon'tthinkMomisgoingtokeep

that500kforMbali

Afro:That'sbad,Can'tthefatherjustmakeatrust

fund.PutthatmoneyinthereuntilMbaliis18or21?

Couldhebethatstupidtotrustsomeoneelsewith

money?MoneythatismeantforhisDaughter?

Me:Youknowwhat,Idon'tevenwannagetinvolved.

I'mtheleastlikedsomyopinionwon'tmatter.I

don'twanthimtellingmymomaboutthis,She's

goingtocomeformylife

Afro:Anyway,TomorrowI'llbetakingashorttrip.I

havealreadycheckedthebrandofcigarettesthat

mostpeoplesmoke,I'mgonnagetthoseandthen

youcanstartselling

Me:Doyouthinkit'sgoingtowork?Almostevery



corneracigaretteisbeingsold

Afro:That'swhyyouneedtomakeyoursabitless,

Even50centlesserthanyourcompetitors.Also

maybesellsomethingelsealongside

Me:Maybecoffeeandsandwichestoo

Afro:Exactly..Themallisgoodyesbutthere'salso

afirm..AbigfirmandI'msure90%menthere

smoke.Maybenotsandwichesbutamagwinyaand

coffee

Me:Amagwinyaseemslikealotofwork

Afro:Theyareeasiertolurecustomers

Me:Okaywewilltrythat



NOMAKHOSI

NtontowasbacklashingwithherFather..

Ntonto:IamnotgoingtolivewithyourParents,I

haveahome

Buda:Iworkalmost24/7,Iwon'tbearoundmostof

thetime.Ican'ttakecareofyouguysonmyown

Ntonto:Youhireahousehelper!Someonetolook

afterus,Youdon'tabandonus

Buda:Iamnotabandoningyou!..Ntontolook,Gqibi

andIweresupposedtogetadivorcebecauseIhad

foundsomeoneelse.Mandisaispregnant,AndI

don'tknowhowshe'sgoingtotreatyouandMbali.

ItwasdifferentwithGqibi,Shelovedyoueven



thoughyouwerealwaysrudetoher.Mandisa,She's

different.Shedoesn'ttolerateabadbehaviour.I

don'twanttogetcaughtinbetweenyouandher

Ntonto:Soyouareabandoningusforher?Because

she'spregnantandyougoingtohaveachildwith

her?

Buda:That'snottrue

Ntonto:Iwishyoutheonewhodied

Budaslappedher..

Me:Hey!

Iwalkedin..



Buda:ThisiswhyyouneedtogoandlivewithMom

andDad,Forthisattitude!

Hewalkedout.IwentandhuggedNtonto.

Ntonto:Ihatehimwithallmyheart

Me:Iknowbaby..I'msorry..

FEZILE

IwasPackingup.IwishIcouldstayabitlonger,

ButIcan't.Ihavetogobacktowork.Thoughwe

gonnagetmoneyfromDad'sjob,Butit'simportantI

keepmyjob.Varsityisexpensive,Afrowillneed

financialbackupandIwantMomtoquitherjob..

Shewalkedin..



Mom:Iforgetsometimesthatyoucan'tbewithus

forlong

Me:Iwasthinking..Maybeoneofourcousinscan

movein,OrAunty

Mom:Iamnotsick,Ijustlostmyhusband.Idon't

needsupervision.Yesit'sgoingtobehardtoadjust

but..I'llbefine,PlusAfrohasdecidedtomoveback

home.Hewillbetravellingtoschooleveryday

Me:That'sbetterthen,AtleastIwon'thavetoworry

aboutyouthatmuch

Mom:HopingonyournextvisitI'llbemeetingmy

futuredaughterinlaw

Iclearedmythroat..



Mom:Fezi..Youwellaccomplishednow,Whenare

yougoingtogetmarried?WhenamIgoingtohave

Grandkids?LookDadisgone.Lifeistooshort,I

don'twannadiewithoutattendingmykids

weddingsandhavingGrandkids.NowAfroIsee

himnotwantingtogetseriousnow,He'sstillat

schoolandyoungbutyou..

Me:Workischallenging,I'mnotalwaysaround.I

don'twantmymarriagesufferingbecauseI'man

absenthusband

Mom:Fairenoughbut..That'snoexcuse

Me:We'llsee

Myphonerang,ItwasMomo..



Me:Ihavetotakethis,I'msorry

Mom:Atleastthereissomeone,I'llbeprayingfor

marriage

NOMVULA

Me:Don'tcomedirectlyintomyhousetomorrow,

Mymomandthemarecomingbacktonight.

Afro:Thatwasquick

Me:Yaa..Khosihasworktomorrow,SoisMom

Afro:Okay

(Silence)



Afro:CanIaskyousomething?

Me:Yes

Afro:Ifyourbabydaddycouldcomeback,Would

youtakehimback?

Me:No..Never..Thatguyisthereasonwhymy

futureissobleak,He'sthereasonwhyIhaveto

startmysuccessafresh.Don'tgetmewrong,Ilove

mySonbut..Beingasinglemom,Itwasnoteasy.

HardestthingIeverhadtodoinmywholelife,A

singlemotheratayoungage..Thenhewentto

enjoyhislife,GotmarriedandIwaslefttomake

endsmeetformybaby..Idon'thate,Butthatguy.I

hatehim..Thelasttimemeandhimeverhadan

encounter,WaswhenIwaspregnantandhebeat

meup.Idon'twantanythingfromhim,AndIdon't

wantnothingtodowithhim



Afro:Isee

Me:Whydoyouask?

Afro:JustneededtoknowwhereIstood,Needed

claritythat'sall

Me:He'smarriednoweven,Youdon'thavetoworry

abouthim

Afro:Ihearyou

FEZILE

Ilookedaround..



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iwentbackinsidethehouse..

Aunty:SoPattellme,Howdoyoufeelaboutgay

man?

Istoodthere,WithmyMother'sbackturnedagainst

me..

Mom:WellGodcreatedamanandawoman.I'm

notbeingjudgementalbuteventhebibleisagainst

that,It'sblasphemyatit'sbest

Aunty:ComeonPat,WeliveinMordentimesnow.

TheBibleisagainstalotofthings,Thingsthatwe

alsodo



Mom:Look,Iwillneverunderstandthatworldand

I'mnotopento.Iwillneverunderstandthem.I

respecttheirexistencebecausetheyhumans

createdbyGod,ButIdon'twantthemclosetome

Aunty:SoyousayingifFeziorAfrocouldbegay,

Youwon'taccept?

Myheartsanktomyknees..

Mom:Mykidsarenotgay

Aunty:Hypotheticallyspeaking

Mom:Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletohandlethat,They'll

havetogoandlivethatfarawayfromme

Aunty:OhwIsee



Mom:Whydoyouask?

Aunty:Iwasarguingwithsomeoneaboutthat,I

neededadifferentopinion

MyAuntlookedatme,Iturnedandwalkedoutof

thehouse.

.

Tobecontinued
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MyMomandKhosiarrivedlateatnight,Bythen.

LangaandIwerealreadysleeping..

Inthemorning,Iwokeupandpreparedwhat

neededpreparing.Ipreparedthembreakfastas

usual,Buttheydidn'twakeupuntil10:00am.

ActuallyonlyMomwokeup.

Afrotextedmetocome,Ipackedupthingsfor

Langaandthenheadedout.Momwasinthe

kitchen..

Mom:Andthen?

Me:Ifoundapiecejob

Mom:Really?



Me:Yes..Helpingafriendsellthings

Mom:ForamomentthereIalmostcollapsed,

Thinkingit'sarealjobforgettingyouhaveno

education

Me:Ihavetogo

Mom:Mbaliiscominglateron,You'llbestaying

withheruntilwefindheraschool

Me:ButIjustsaidIfoundajob

Mom:OhhI'msorry..ShouldIquitmine?Should

Khosiquitherlearnership?Thenwithyourpiecejob

you'llpaybills,Buygroceriesandwewilllookafter

Mbali



Ikeptquiet..

Mom:Exactly

Me:Ihavetogo

Mom:Andmakesurethisjobdoesn'tstandinyour

wayofworkingherearoundthehouse?Cooking..

Cleaning

Me:I'llalreadybetakingcareofMbaliandLanga,

MayIpleasegethelpwithcooking?Idon'tmind

cleaning

Mom:Doyoustandalldayonyourfeetcooking

nexttobigpotsandahotstove?



Me:No

Mom:Doyoupaytheutilitybills?Buygroceries?

Me:No

Mom:Sohowdoyouexpectustoslavearoundall

daythencomebackandcook?

Me:Please..ThisistheveryfirsttimethatI'mdoing

somethingthatwillgivememoneytosupport

myselfandmySon

Mom:EverythingmySon..MySon..MySon.

NomvulaLangaisyourresponsibilitynotours,We

didn'tsendyoutogoandfallpregnant?Withallof

youguys.The3ofyou,Itookcareofallofyou

withoutaskingforhelp.Yesmyhusbandwashere

andit'snotourfaultyourbabydaddyditchedyou



either

Me:I'mnotsayingcookeveryday,Maybe3timesa

week..Please,I'llalreadybetakingcareofMbali

Mom:Okayfairenough,JustbegratefulforMbali

Me:Okay..Thankyou,I'llseeyoulater

BUDA

IthoughtMbali'sschoolwasgoingtogivemerun

arounds,Butafterstatingmytragedy.Theyfixed

herpapersfast..

Wewerewalkingtothecar..

Me:HowdoyoufeelaboutstayingwithGrandma?



Mbali:IlikeNomvulaandLanga

Me:That'sgood

Mbaliismorereserved,Veryrespectful.Says

nothingtononemostofthetime..

Mbali:IsNtontocomingtoo?

Me:Noshe'snot

Ntontowon'tbestayingwithmyParents,She's

madethatclear.She'llremainwithmeandMandisa.

Ican'ttellMbalithatthough.Idon'twantherfeeling

somehow..

Me:Wecangetsomethingtoeat,Yourfavourite



mealbeforegoingtoGrandma's

Mbali:Okay

NOMVULA

IgottoAfro'shouse.Hewasinthekitchenwithhis

mom..Ihadbeenrushingtogethere,Iwaseven

sweating..

Afro:Youcould'vejustaskedformetofetchyou

Me:It'sokay

Pat:HiRain

Me:MissPat



Afro:Igotyourstock

Me:Ithinkthecigarettesandsweetsonlywilldo,I

won'thandlesellingamagwinyafornow.Won'tbe

abletohandlesucharesponsibility.Langaand

selling

Pat:Langacanstayhere,Idon'tmindbabysitting

Afro:Iwasabouttosay

Me:It'sokay,Idon'twannaburdenyou

Pat:Ohwplease..Idon'tmind,Everyoneisalmost

gone.I'mleftwithAfro'sAunt,It'llgetboringaround

hereandLangawillbegreatcompany



Me:Areyousure?

Pat:I'msure

Me:Thankyousomuch

Pat:Youwelcomebaby

NOMAKHOSI

Ilookedatthesoftporridge,Itwascold.Iclosedthe

pot..

Me:Cansheatleastchangethemenu?

Mom:Shesaysshefoundajob



Me:Whatjob?

Mom:Sellingthings

Me:Yoohatleast,ImagineNomvulamakingitin

life..I'ddie,Makingitbeforeme

Mom:Youareatanadvantage,Youhaveeducation.

You'llgotovarsitynextyear,Getadegree.Nomvula

willforeverbesellingthingstomakeendsmeet

Me:Doyouthinkshe'llevermakeit?

Shespatontheground..

Mom:Never!!It'stoolateforhernow.Nomvulais

dumb,Insteadofgoingbacktoschoolshe'sgoing

tosellthings



Me:Shecan'tgobacktoworkphela,Shehasa

baby.Whowilllookafterherbaby?

Mom:True

Me:I'llmakeussandwiches

NOMVULA

Afrodrovemetothemall.Therewerestallsaround,

MostpeoplealreadypackedupandIfoundmea

stall..

Afro:Wellatleastwedidbringabucketforyouto

sit,Andasmallboard.You'llusethebricksto

balanceit



Peopleweresellingfruits&veges,Chisanyama,

Accessories,Ididn'tseeanyoneclosebyselling

cigarettesbutIdidnoticeaspazaopposite..

Me:Iforgottotellyoutostockupsmokeless

tobacco

Afro:Alreadyaheadofyou

Me:Youthebest

Afro:Justdon'ttakeoutallyourstockfromthebag,

Toavoidbeingrobbed

Me:YaaIwon't

Ilookedaround..



Me:Thismightwork

Afro:Itwill

.

Tobecontinued
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THEMBI(NOMVULA'SMOM)

Exactlyat14:00Mbaliandherfatherarrived.He

hadtwoluggagebagswithhimandotherthingsfor

Mbali.Includingherlaptop,Andherphone.An8

yearold,LaptopandPhone??Thatluxurywillbe

gone.Khosiwillhavethelaptopandthephone.

PlusKhosihasdonebeenwantinganiPhone..



Buda:Goodafternoon

Me:Afternoon

Buda:IhavebroughtMbaliandeverythingofhers,

Theschoolcamethroughandgavemethetransfer

Me:Awwblessed

Buda:I'llcometomorrowmorning,Wewillgofind

heraschool.I'dpreferaprivateschoolthan

government

Me:There'stwoschoolintown,There'sonefor

R1500amonthschoolfees

Buda:Ithinkthatonewillbegood,I'llpaydirectlyto

theschool.Schoolfees,ThengiveyouR5000every



month.Thatwillbeforhertransportation,School

lunchandhomeliving

Me:Soundsfair,Iwillgotomorrow.I'monlygoing

backtoworknextweek.WhenIhavefounda

schoolforherI'llletyouknow

Buda:Thankyou

Me:JustbecauseItooktheresponsibilityfromyou,

Doesn'tmeanyoushouldrelax.Afterall,Mbalilived

anexpensivelife.Iwon'tbeabletoafforditalone,I

alreadyhavetwogrowngirlsdependingonmeand

aGrandchild

Buda:Understood..Moneyisnotaproblem

Me:Alsomayyoupleasemakesurethathercaris

broughttomorrow.I'lluseit,Khosiwillusemyold



one

Buda:You'llgetit,Evenmoneyfromwork.

Everythingbelongingtoher

Me:Thankyou

IlookedatMbali..

Me:SaygoodbyetoyourDad,Thenwe'llgooutto

themall

NOMVULA

Afrohadboughtmethiscoolsmallbag,ThatIcan

hangaroundmywaist.SofarIhavemadeR150.

Sincefrom12:00-14:00.



Thatboostedmyspirit..

AfterIhadcalledtocheckuponLanga,Thewoman

sellingherbsnextdoorcametomystall..Shehada

plasticwithherandwearingatraditionalcloth

aroundherlowerbody..Shehadwhitebeadsonher

wristsandneck..

Her:NantsiSisi(hereyouare)

Me:Whatisthis?

Her:Corsesalt,Jeyesfluid,holyash,Vulakuvaliwe,

Andisiwashosemali

Me:I'msorry?

Her:Theywillhelpyouwithyourbusiness



Itookthem..

Her:I'veneverusedthese

Her:Theywillhelp..Seefor7daysbathwithsalt,

Jeyesfluid,holyAsh.Mixthemalltogether

Me:Uhm..Jeyesfluidsmells

Her:Iknowdon'tpourtoomuch,twosmalldrops.

Thiscombinationhelpschaseawayevil,Curses,

Witchcraftdonetoyouandinyourname.Fornow

tillyoucomfortable,Useatnightfor7days.Ifyou

usesoap,Usesunlight.Thenthesetwo.Mixina2

litrebottle.Prayforthebottle,Cometomorrow

morningpourthewateralloveryourstall.It'llhelp

bringmorecustomersandyourbusinessto

succeed



Me:Wow..Ididn'tknow,Thankyou

Her:TomorrowIwantyoutostartsomething

Me:Yes?

Her:Seethosetwoguyssellingmasks?The

Nyoapeboys?

Me:Yes

Her:Isellalotofthings,Theyhelpsellmymasks

andIpaythem.Iwantyoutogivethem2packsof

cigaretteseachandaskthemtosellontheroad.

Thepassingcarsandalsoinsidethemall.When

theybringbacktheprofit,PaythemR50each



Me:Errr..Idon'tknowaboutthat

Her:Trustme,Despitepeoplelabellingthem.

Underneaththeygoodboyswhoaretryingtomake

aliving,Theywillneverdoublecrossyou

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Her:Givemeyourrighthand

Idid..

Her:Seethismiddleline?Howitcurves?

Me:Yes

Her:It'saprophecythatyouwillbeanentrepreneur,

ACEO.Youwon'tbeworkingforpeople,That'snot



yourdestiny.Peoplewillworkforyou.Seethisone,

Theoneontherightofthemiddleone?

Me:Yes

Her:Signifiesthatyouwillbeamillionaire,But

unfortunatelyitmeetstheoneontheleftatthe

bottom,Meaningthere'stwopeoplewhoare

againstyou.Whowishyoutosucceednot

Me:Who?

Her:Ah..Ah..Ah..Wedon'tmentionnames

Me:Iknowit'smyMomandMysister

Her:Eitherway,Whenyoudestinedforsomething

good.Theywilltrybutwon'twin,Solongyoudon't



giveup

Me:Thankyou,Idon'tknowmuchaboutsuch.

Neverbeenreadbeforeandthefirsttimeit's

happening,It'sgoodnews

Her:Youwilldogood,Ibelieveinyou

Herphonerang.Shetookitout..

Her:I'msorry..It'smyDaughterLisa,I'llbeback

Sheexcusedherself.Ilookedatmyhand..

Me:Wow

AFRO



Hehitthecounterwithhissmallhandsashehitthe

table..

Me:Anotherone

Ifedhimthepurityagain..

Me:Thisiseasy,Idon'tknowwhyyourMomwas

worried

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

Thedooropened,Fezi'sfriendwalkedinJabu..



Jabu:Eitadaar

Me:Sho

Jabu:ZwakeleFezile?(IsFezilearound)

Me:Heleftyesterday

Jabu:Sho..Whoisthat?

Me:MyGirlfriend'sSon,MyStepSon.Langa

Jabu:Isthatso?

Me:Yeah

Jabu:Whoisyourgirlfriend?



Me:Nomvula

Jabu:Isee

Me:Isthatall?

HelookedatLanga..

Me:Isthatall?

Jabu:Yeah..That'sall

Hewalkedout.Ishookmyheadandcontinued

feedingLanga..

Me:Motherfucker!..Youdidnothearthat



NOMVULA

Mam'Nocawebutprefersbeingcalled"Thokoza".

Shebroughtherchairovertomystall.Shehad

boughttwoplates.Grilledchicken,Salad,AndPap.

R25each..

Me:Youshouldn'thave

Nocawe:Takeitaswelcomingyouintoourfamily

Me:Thankyou

Nocawe:Youhaven'thadpeopleshowyou

kindnessright?

Me:Notmuch



Nocawe:Lifeneh?

Me:Yeah..Life,ButI'mhere.AtIsmile,Laugh,feel

freeandcommunicatewithpeople.Nojudgemental

eyes,NoonejudgingmeortellingmeIwon'tmake

it

Nocawe:Cursesdon'tcometrue,Unlessyoutake

thewordspersonallyandmanifestthem

Me:Sometimesit'shardnottotakethewords

personally

Nocawe:Iknow,Butyouarethecreatorofyour

future.WorkingwithGodandyourguidesyou

surelywillsucceed

Me:DoIevenhaveguides?



Nocawe:Yes,YourGrandmotherisyourbiggest

Me:Really?MyMother'smom?

Nocawe:No..Father'sside

Me:Neverknewher,Idon'tknowthem.Neverhada

relationshipwiththem

Nocawe:Sheknowsyou,Youherblood

Me:WishIcouldknowhergraveatleast

Nocawe:Youwill..Allinduetime

Me:ThankyousomuchThokoza



Nocawe:ItiswellSisi

.

Tobecontinued
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Timeseemedtomovefasterwhenoneishaving

funindeed,Orinabetterspace.ThewayIwas

happytoday.Isharedmorelaughterthantears,For

thewholetimeI'vebeenhere..

At18:00,Nocawe'sDaughtercametofetchher..

Nocawewasnotinshortofintroducinghertome.

Thewayshedid,Youcouldseehowproudshewas



ofherDaughter,EventhoughLisahasalower

rankedemployementcomparedtohersiblingsbut

herMotherstillspeakshighlyofher..

Nocawe:Lisaisstillsearchingherselfcareerwise,

She'sbeentocollegesstudyingshortcoursesand

it'sokay.OnethingI'llneverdoisenforceherto

studysomethingshe'snotcomfortablewith,Just

soshecanfitinandbeatthesamestandardasher

siblings.No..Imotivatehertokeeppushingbutnot

putherdown,Aparent'sjobistomotivate.Heal

wheresocietyhasbrokenyourchild.Ifyounotyour

child'sbiggestcheerleader,Theworldwillbreakher

Lisachuckled..

Lisa:Hey..I'msorryaboutmyMother,Shenever

stops..Ididn'tcatchyourname

Me:Nomvula



Lisa:Nicetomeetyou

Nomacawe:Nomvulahereisagreatsaleswoman

andgonnabeeveninthefuture

Me:Awwkodwa(laughing)

Nomacawe:Welaughaboutitnow,Soonwewillbe

makingappointmentstoseeher

Lisa:Sorryaboutthat..Let'sgomom

Nomacawe:I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:Tomorrowitis



Nomacawe:Don'tforgetaboutthatparcel

Me:Iwon't

Lisa:Doyouhavearidehome?Ialwayspickupmy

momwithmysister'scar

Me:Yoursisterborrowsyouhercar?

Lisa:YeahwheneverIwannauseitandshe'snot

busy

Nomacawe:Orwhenshehastogetmeeveryday

Me:Wow

Lisalookedatmedumbfounded..



Nomacawe:Theyshareeverything.Tightbond,

SometimesIgetscaredthey'llshareunderwears

Lisa:Mom

Me:I'mokay..Myboyfriendwillpickmeup

Nomacawegavemeasmile..

Nomacawe:Ican'twaittomeethimsomeday..Can

westayalittlelonger?

Lisa:Nomom..Wehavetogo,Wegoingout

tonight..Familydinner

Nomacawe:Ohw



Lisa:WasnicemeetingyouNomvula

Me:Youtoo

There'sactuallysiblingsputtherewhoaretight?

Whogetalong?Thatmemodidn'tfindme..

NOMAKHOSI

Mbali:Thisoneisforyou

Me:Thankyou

Shegavememytakeaway..

Mbali:ThisoneforGrandma



Mom:Thankyou

Mbali:Thisoneisforme,AndthisoneforNomvula

IlookedatMom..

Mom:Ohwhowsweet

Mbali:Wecaneat

Mom:Okay..Gototheloungewewillgetyouthere

Shetookhertakeawayandwenttothesittingroom..

Mom:GothrowNomvula'sinthegarbage,This

childhasalongwaytolearn



NOMVULA

Afropulledup..

Afro:Hey

Hehuggedme..

Me:Hey

Afro:Readytogo?

Me:uhm..Yes

Afro:Hadagoodday?

Me:ImadeR400.DeductingmoneyforstockandI



wanttogetmore,IamleftwithR150touse.

ImagineImakeR150aday

Afro:Wowspokenlikeatrueentrepreneur,I'mglad

thatyoupumpedupforthis

Me:Ididn'tthinkitwasgoingtowork,Plus..Imade

anewfriend

Afro:Lookatyou..I'msoproudofyou

Me:I'mproudofmyself

MANDISA(BUDA'SBABYMAMA)

Ilookedatthesink,Thereweredishes.Iexhaled..

Me:Ntonto!!



Itwasquiet..

Me:GirlIknowyouhadmecallingout

Shecame..

Ntonto:What?

Me:Washthedishes

Ntonto:Maidknockedoff,UsuallyGqibiwouldwash

afterwork

Me:IamnotGqibi

Ntonto:Maybethat'stheproblem



Me:OhwIsee

Iwalkedclosertoherwithaseriousface..

Me:Ifyouwannacontinuelivinginmyhouse,Y-

Ntonto:Dad'shouse!

Me:Myhouse!!!

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Myhouse..YouwillfollowmyrulesorIcan

easilytellDaddytoshipyouawaylikeMbali

Shefoldedherarms..



Me:Washthedishes

Ntonto:I'llputtheminthedishwasher

Shewalkedtothesink..

It'sadoublesink.Iputtherubberstopperandlet

waterrun..

Ntonto:Lookyouabouttowashthem

Igrabbedherbyherneckandputherfacedownin

thesink..

Shestartedscreaming..



Me:Youwillwashthedisheswithaswabdoyou

understandme?

Ntonto:Areyoucrazy?

Ipresseddown..

Me:Doyouunderstand?

Ntonto:Yes!!..Yes!!..Yes

Me:Good

Iletgoofher..

Me:Wewon'thavethisconversationagainIhope!



NOMVULA

Afro:Youawfullyquiet

Me:Ijustmetsomegreatpeopletoday

Afro:Yeah?

Me:It'sactuallyscaryingme,Theytoonice

Afro:Maybesomeotherpeoplearenice,Ingeneral

Me:Yaamaybe..She'saspiritualperson

Afro:Spiritual..That's..That'sgood

Isighed..



Me:Iknowyoudon'tbelievebut..

Afro:Ibelieveinspiritualitynotreligion

Me:Difference?

Afro:ReligionsaysGodandLuciferarebeefing,

Justtoputitinlameterms.ThenGodinsteadof

dealingwiththeproblem,HesendshisSontobe

killedandLucifercontinuestolive,Theinfection

Me:Jesuscametoabolishreligion,Bringabout

Christianity

Afro:Itstilldoesn'tjustifysendinghisSon,He

could'vedidthat



Me:Don't..

Afro:I'msorry..Wewon'ttalkaboutitthen

Me:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued
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Istronglybelievethatthatwecanallbelievein

anythingthatworksforus.Anyhigherpowerthat



youbelievein,Anditworksforyou.Continue.I

totallyunderstandwhereAfroiscomingfrom,He's

anon-believer.Ijustwanttoco-existwithour

differentbeliefs..

Whenwegottohishouse,Langawassleeping.His

Auntwasdishingup,Actuallyaskedmetostayover

anddinewiththem.Thefoodwassmellingnice.

Slaughteredchicken,Pap,Cabbageandmashed

potatoeswithatchaarontheside.Trueafrican

cuisinedish..

Weallgatheredaroundthetabletostarteating,The

foodwasdelicioustoo.Theyaskedmeaboutmy

day,Itoldthem.TheykeptpraisingmelikeImadea

millioninaday..Ijustdidn'ttellthemaboutmy

reading,I'llkeepthattomyself.Itwaspersonal,And

sometimesspeakingofsuchthingscanwindyou

upwithalotofenemies.ItrustAfro'sfamily,ButI

wannakeepthistomyself..



Pat:That'sgood..That'sthespirit..See,Youcando

anythingsolongyouputyourmindintoit

Me:It'snotmuchbut..

Aunt:Butyoumadeit,Allbyyourselfandthat's

whatmatters.Youhaveprovenbeyondany

reasonabledoubtthathavingababyyoung,Doesn't

meanyoushouldgiveuponyourdreams.Youdid

well,I'msureyourMotherwouldbeproud

Pat:That'strue..She'ssurelyproud,IknowIwould

Iglanceddownatmyplate..

Me:Iguessso

Afro:Thefoodisdelicious



Aunt:That'sbecauseyouliveonjunkfood

Afro:Maybe

Me:Itisindeeddelicious,Thankyouforhavingme

Aunt:Yousosweetandpolite

Pat:I'veonlymetafewgirlswhoarethisrespectful

andpolite

Aunt:Theyareadyingbreed,AndyourSonissuch

anadorableangel

Me:HeisanAngel



THEMBI

Idraggedmyfeettothedoorandopened..

Nomvula'sbabydaddywasstandingthere..

Me:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant)

Jabu:GoodevenMam'Thembi

Me:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant)

Jabu:IsNomvulaaround?

Me:Nomvulaisnothere

Jabu:Whenwillsheback?



Me:Exactlywhatdoyouwant?

Jabu:Iwashopingtotalktoher,AboutuLanga

Me:WhataboutuLanga?

Jabu:Bese..Iwantedtotalktoheraboutintlawulo

(damages)

Me:Ohw

Jabu:Ididn'twannabedisrespectful,Wantedtotalk

toNomvulafirst

Me:Akekho(She'snothere)



Jabu:Iunderstandandsorrytobotheryouthislate

Me:It'sokay

Iclosedthedoorinhisface...

NOMVULA

Wewerenoweatingicecream,Iwasfullalready.I

tookafewspoons,Justtobepolite..

Ilookedatthetime,Itwas19:00..

Me:Ishouldgo,It'sgettinglate

Pat:Ofcourse



Me:Thankyouforthedinner

Aunt:Youwelcome

Afro:I'lldriveyou

Wegotup..

Aunt:Don'tworryaboutthebowl,I'lltakeittothe

kitchen

Me:Okaythankyou

Pat:Let'sgoandgetuLanga,I'llhelpyouputhimon

yourback.Can'twaittoseehimagaintomorrow

Me:MissPatareyousureaboutbabysitting?



Pat:Langaisgreatcompany,Thankyoufortrusting

herwithme

Me:YesMam

THEMBI

Iwaspacingupanddown..

Me:Kantiuphi?(Whereisshe?)

Khosi:Aren'tstoresclosed?Orwhatevershe's

doing?

Me:InsteadoffixingthingsnoJabu,Whowantsto

rightshe'souttheredoingtotaluselessthings



Khosi:IthoughtyousaidAfrowasrightforher

Me:Iwantedtogivethemthebenefitofthedoubt.

ThenIthoughtaboutit,Afromightjustbeusingher.

He'syoung,Onhispathtoaccomplishment,Andhe

mightjustbelookingforafix.Someonetosleep

withfornow

Khosi:Iseeanotherbabycomingsoon

Ihitthetable..

Me:Iamrunningoutofpatiencewiththisone,I'm

tellingyou!

Khosi:You'vegonesoftonherthat'swhy

Me:WheredidIevergowrongwiththisgirl!



.
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IarrivedhometomyMotherscreamingatme

almostmakingmyearsbleed.Thewasnothingnew

inherinsults,SomethingI'veheardconstantly.No

newinsults..

Theonlythingthatgottomewasherforcingme

quitmyhustle..

Me:Ican'tquit,Ijuststarted



Mom:Sowhat?Whathaveyoumadefromthat?Did

youmakemoneythatwillhelpus?Helpcontribute?

Me:It'sformeandLanga,Forustostopbeinga

burden.I'mtryingsomethinghereMom,Something

tobettermyself.Aren'tyouhappy?Proud?

Mom:Proudofwhat?Exactlyofwhat?Selling

things?Makingcents?Ithinkyoujustdon'twanna

takecareofyourresponsibilitieshereathome

Iexhaled..

Mom:Whatyoushouldbedoingiscontactingyour

babydaddy..Hewashere

Me:What?



Mom:HewantstodorightbyhisSon,Intlawulo

Me:Likehellhewill..Idon'twantanythingtodo

withthatman,AndIdefinitelydon'twantmySonto

haveanythingtodowithhim

Mom:WeehNomvula..Soyouwouldratherslave

likethis?Sellingthingsthanlettingyourbabydaddy

helpinsupporting?

Me:JabumadeitclearlongagothatI'mgoingtobe

asingleParent.Hesaidhe'smovedon,He'sgoing

tohaveafamily.HebeatmeupwhenIwas

pregnant,HealmostkilledmeanduLanga.Jabu

doesn'texistinourlivesnomore

Mom:Habe!!LoAfrowakholoisstillyoung.He's

stillastudentmaan!Youthinkwhenhe'sdone,He's

goingtocomebackandmarryyou?No!He'sgoing

togoandmarrysomeoneelseuyezwa?Whywould



hesettleforagirlwithababy,Ababyfuthithat's

nothis?Youthinkumawakheuyahlanya?WeeVula.

Vukasisi!Thisisnotagame,Thisisreallife!You

willacceptwhatyourbabydaddydishesout

Me:LangaismySon,AndashisMother.I'llalways

dorightbyhim.Icanchoosewhat'srightforhim

andwho'srightforhim

Mom:Ngiyahlolelwala!

Me:I'mgoingtobathandgotobed,GoodnightMa

MANDISA(BUDA'SBABYMAMA)

Budaarrivedhomelate,Thereforewehadtohave

supperlate..



Buda:Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasgood..Howwasyours?

Buda:Minewasbusy

Me:HowistheER?ImisstheER

IwasanERNurse,Beforefallingpregnant..

Buda:Busyasalways

Me:Isee

Buda:Ntonto,Howwasyourday?

Shelookedatme..



Ntonto:Itwasgood

Buda:Areyouguysgettingalong?

Me:Wearetrying..Wearegettingthere

Buda:I'mgladtohearthat

AFRO

Iheardaknockatmydoor...

Iwenttoopen,ItwasmyMother..

Me:Mom



Mom:MayI?

Me:Yes

Shewalkedin..

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Ma:Yes..IjustwantedtotalktoyouaboutNomvula

Me:Why?Doyouhaveaproblemwithher?

Ma:No..Notatall..She'saverylovelygirl

Me:Okay?

Ma:Nomvulaseems..Itseemslikeshehasbeen



throughalotinlifeAfro.BeingasingleMotherand

nowtryingtogetherlifebackontrack

Me:YaaIknow,She'strying

Ma:Shehasherguardup.Thefirstmanshewasin

lovewithdisappointedher.Don'tbethesecond

mantodisappointhertoo.Youcametochangeall

that,Tochangeherperspectiveinlife.Idon'twant

youtoplaywiththisgirl

Me:Ihavenointentionsofdoingthat.IloveRain,

AndIhavestartedbeingveryfondofLangatoo.I

havealwayshadathingforNomvula,Sincefrom

highschool.Iamtakenbyherstrength,Herwillto

strivedespitehercircumstances

Ma:IamproudtocallyoumySon,AndI'mhappy

thatyourintentionsareclearbecausequite

frequently,Iamfondofthelittlemantoo



Me:Heisamazing

Ma:WellthenGoodnightPapa

Me:GoodnightMa

NOMVULA

Icalmedmyselfdown,AsIpreparedthebath.

ExactlyhowNocaweinstructed..

Pourhotwaterfirst.Thenpourthesalt,Thentwo

smalldropsofjeyesfluid.Runcoldwatersothe

watercanbeatanacceptabletemperature.Imixed

everythingtogetherwithmyhandandprayedoverit

first..



Iprayedforbetterdaystocome,Forbadluckto

stopfollowingmeandcurses.Iprayedoverthe

waterforaminuteandthengotintobathusingthe

sunlightgreenbar..

WhenIwasdone,Igotout.Withoutdryingmyself,

Letthewaterdryonmybody.Ididn'tputanylotion

otherthanmydeodorantandwenttosleep.Iwas

tired..

MANDISA(BUDA'SGIRLFRIEND)

IwasonthephonewithmyMotherthismorningas

Iwasinthekitchenmakingmyselfsomethingto

eat..

Mom:KodwaMandisa,Youknowsuchisnotdone

inourculture.Hiswifejustdied,Unesinyamathis

man.Therehasn'tbeenanycleansingdone,You

justinheritingbadluckandworse..Youare



pregnantSisu

Me:Maisdalaleso.That'sancient.Idon'tbelievein

suchyouknowthat

Mom:Itdoesn'tmatterifyoudon'tbelieveitornot.

Itexists,It'sourtraditions!Thingsaren'tdonethat

way

Me:HayiMa..Iwascallinghopingthatyou'llcome

visit,FuthiIwantuLwandletomovein

Mom:Lwandleisperfectlyfinelanje

Me:IwanthertohaveabetterfutureandBudawill

providethat,She'smyfirstborn

Mom:Hayi..OkaykeSisi



Me:Thankyou

NOMVULA

Iwokeupthismorningtoanotification.Afrohas

sentmeR250forlunch..

IsmiledasImadebreakfast..

MbaliandMomwalkedin..

Mbali:AuntyRain

Me:Hibaby

IlookedatmyMom..



Me:GoodmorningMa

Ma:Makesureyouherenolaterthan18:00

Me:Yes

Ma:I'mgoingtosearchaschoolforMbali

Me:Ohwthat'sgood

Ma:AsambeMbali(Let'sgo)

Me:Don'tyouwantcoffeebeforeleaving?

Ma:Cha..Iwanttocomebacksoon,TodayIwanna

cookGqibi'sfavoritemeal



Me:That'slovely

Ma:Wewillseeyoulater

Me:Nihambekahle

Ma:Okay..18:00don'tforget

Me:Alright

Theyleft...Thatwasstrange,Afterourheated

argumentlastnight.Ithoughtshewasgoingto

forbidmefromcontinuing.

.
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Igottoworkthatmorning.Itwasexactly9am.Ihad

the2litrebottlepreparedthismorningasinstructed.

IwasrelievedtoseeNocawetheretoo.Istarted

sweeping,Thenafterpouredthewateraroundmy

stall.Prayinginmyheart.Ithoughtthejeyesfluid

wasgoingtosmell,Butlastnightitdidn't.SoIused

itagainthismorning,Notpouringmuch.Ididput

lotion,Andmyperfume..

Nocawehasthechairs,Sosheborrowedmeone..

wasbusythismorning,Hadacustomerafter

customer.Onmyside,Itwasmorebusierthan

yesterday.Workerswhoworkedinsidethemall

wouldbuyandsmokebeforegoingintowork..



TheNyoapeguycame,Hewasalone.Saidhis

friendisintowntoday.Hisnameispontso,Andhe

wasnice..

Pontso:Ungaworrywenasuster,Zophusha.My

cigarettesrangedfromR1-R3.Igavehimtwopacks

oftheR1s,AndonepackoftheR3s.Ifhefinishes

them,Hecancomebackformoreandhewillbe

paidlateron..

Thecigarettebusinessisgoingokaynolie,Butthe

profitisnotthatmuchsatisfactory.SoIneedtosell

otherthingstoo,Thingsthatwillselltoo...

Ihadboughtamagwinyaandcoffeethismorning,

FormeandNocawe.Ireallyenjoythevibehere,

Beingoutofhomeforawhile.

AFRO



Iroseupfromthepillow,WhenIsawaFacebook

postwhereFeziwastagged.SomegayguyMomo

taggedhim,Clearlystatingthattheywereina

relationship.

Me:Wtf?

Icalledhimrightaway.Hecanceledthecalland

textedmethathewillcallmeback..

Thecomments,Mostpeopleseemtoknow.

Otherswerebeinghomophobicasalways,Andgirls

weremad.MadthatFeziisgay..

Igotoutofbedtogotothekitchentodrinkwater..

MyAuntwalkedin..



Aunt:I'mgoingtotown,Needanything

Ishookmyhead..

Aunt:Areyouokay?

Me:YeahIthinkso

Aunt:What'swrong?

MyAuntismoreeasiertoconfidein,Thanmy

Mom..

Me:IthinkFeziisGay

Aunt:Ohw



Me:Ohw?

Aunt:Iknew

Me:Wait..What?Youknew?

Aunt:YesIdidandIagreedtokeepitasecret

Me:Fezigay?..Itdoesn'tmakesense,He..Imean

it'sFezi

Aunt:FeziisstillFezi,He'sstillyourBrother.Hejust

likesandpreferMenthanMen..That'sall

Me:Momisgoingtoflipout

Aunt:Momisnotgoingtoknow,It'snotourplaceto

tellher.Feziwilltellherwhenhe'sready



Me:Fezigay..

Hecalled..Icanceledthecall..

Aunt:ComeonAfro,Youeducated.Iexpectso

muchfromyouthanthis..I'mgoingtotown,I'llbe

back

NOMVULA

Nocawe:Nontombi,Iwasthinking

Shetookherchairtocomesitnexttome..

Nocawe:Lisawantstostartcookingandselling

platesaroundhere



Me:That'sgood,She'llmakemoney

Nocawe:Iwasthinkingyoucanhelpherout,It'll

makeyouextramoney

Me:I'dlikethat

Nocawe:Yourstallcanstillsellcigarettes,Next

doortheplates

Me:Seemssmallforpeopletositandeat

Nocawe:Maybetakeawayonlyinthemeantime

Me:Thatcouldwork

Nocawe:Shecancookathome,Thenbring

everythingtosell.Beefstew,Chickenstew



Me:I'dliketoassisther,MaybeIcandotwosalads

athome

Nocawe:Thatwillwork.Maybefrom10:00-14:00

Me:Okay

Nocawe:She'llstarttomorrow,Youtwowilltalkand

she'llgiveyoumoneytobuythingsyou'llneedfor

thesalads

Me:Okay..Noproblem

Nocawe:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Goodactually..Thingsarelookingupforme,

Wishmymotherwouldbeproud.Eventhesalads,I



don'tknowifit'llwork.Cookingathome

Nocawe:YoudoknowthathowyourMothertreats

youisnotyourfault

Me:Shehatesme,Doesn'tshe?

Nocawe:Iwouldn'tsayhatetobeexact,Shejust

wishesthatyouwereneverborn.Shehadissues

withyourfather,Yourexistenceremindsherofhim.

Thepainandthemistakeshe'sdone

Me:That'swhyapolitewayofsayingshehatesme

Nocawe:Let'snotexaggeratenow,She'sjust

dealingwithherowndemonsandshemadeyouher

punchingbag,Stressrelieverandshe'sonly

keepingyoubecausedeepdownshewantsto

financiallybenefitfromyou



Me:IwishbythisyearIwould'vemovedout,If

thingsgoreallywell.Evenanoutsideroom,Iwon't

mind

Nocawe:Thingsdochange,Theygetbetter.It'snot

darkforever,Thesunhastocomeupagain

Me:ThankyouThokoza

Nocawe:Youaregoingtodogreat,Thisisjustthe

beginning

Me:Thankyouforconfidenceinme

AFRO

Ipickedup..



Fezi:EyyMan,What'swrong?Beentryingtogeta

holdofyou

Me:Yeah..Iwasbusy

Fezi:Iseverythingokay?

Me:HaveyoucheckedFacebooklately?

Fezi:Haven'tinalongtime,Idon'tevenremember

mypassword

Me:I'mgoingtoaskyousomething,Pleasebe

honestwithme

Fezi:Shoot



Me:Areyougay?

Hekeptquiet..

Fezi:Whotoldyou?

Me:Yourgirlfriendorboyfriendtaggedyouinapost

Fezi:Ohhshit

Me:Soyouare?

Fezi:Yeah

Me:FuckFezi..Why?

Fezi:Whatdoyoumeanwhy?



Me:Idon'tunderstand

Fezi:What'stheretounderstand?I'mgayAfroand

rightnow.Idon'tneedyougivingmeshitaboutit..

Ifyoucan'thandleagayBrother,Thenmaybewe

shouldn'tbebrothersinthefirstplace

Me:YaaFezidon'tpullemotionalblackmail,I'm

shockedhereandconfused.Mybigbrotherwho

taughtmehowtorideabicycle,Kickaballisgay

Fezi:AndI'mstillthatBrother,Mysexuality

changesnothing

Me:Yeah..I'msorry,Didn'twannamakeyoufeel

somehow

Fezi:Don'ttellMom



Me:Iwon't

Fezi:Ayt..Cool

Me:Sharp

MANDISA(BUDA'SGIRLFRIEND)

IwasonthephonewithmyDaughter,She's16..

Lwandle:IlovestayingwithGrandma

Me:Iknowhoney,But..I'mtakingyoutoabetter

home,Abetterlife.You'llenjoyhere,Don'tyou

wannaliveabetterlife?



MysiblingsandI,There's4ofus.OurMother's

houseiscrowded.Ihave1kid,Mysiblingshave

twoor3.BasicallymyMotherliveswithher5

grandchildren,Mybrother,AndmyBrother'scurrent

babyMama.Supportinghomeeatsfrommypocket,

Ican'tjustbuyLwandleonly.Ineedtobuyforall

andinbulk,Sotakingmychildwillbebetter

.
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Secondday,Provedtobeaproductivedayagain.

PontsodidgoodtooandbaggedhimselfR100.It's

twicemorethanwhathewasgoingtobepaid,ButI

didn'tmind.Iwasestablishingagoodworking



relationshipbetweenus..

At17:00.LisastoppedbytopickupherMother.We

spokebrieflyaboutwhatweweresupposedtostart

tomorrow,Butwewon'tanymore.Lisa'ssister

foundLisaajob,Asasecretary.She'sstarting

tomorrow.Shehadbeentoaninterviewandwas

awaitingfeedback..

Iwashappyforher,Butsadatthesametime.Sad

thatwhenNocawetoldmeaboutthis,Iwashappy.

HappythatfinallyIwasgoingtomakeenoughto

moveout,Unfortunatelythatwasnotthecase...

Afrocametofetchmetoo...

Afro:What'swrong?Youseemdowntoday

Iexhaled..



Afro:Whatisit?Didtheycauseyouanydiscomfort

atworktoday?

Me:No..Iwassupposedtohavestartedsomething

withNocawe'sDaughtertomorrowbutshegotajob

Afro:Okay..That'sbadbecause?

Me:IthoughtthatfinallyIwasgoingtomake

enoughmoneytomoveoutofhome

Afro:Whydon'tyoudoityourself?

Me:Ican'tcookathome

Afro:Whynot?



Me:MyMom

Afro:Idon'tbelieveincoincidences,Everything

happensforareason.Therecouldbeareasonwhy

thishappened.Don'tbeatyourselftoomuchabout

it,Everythingwillworkitselfout

Me:Ihopeso

MANDISA(BUDA'SGIRLFRIEND)

IfetchedLwandlefromhome,Sothatshecould

visitherefirstandseeifshe'llenjoystayinghere.

Buda'shouseisadoublestoryhouse,She'llbehere

foratleastaweek.I'lldrivehertoschoolevery

morningandfetchhertoo..

Shewasamazedbythehouse..



Lwandle:Wow..Thishouseisbeautiful

Lwandleisasmartyoungwoman,AndIwannagive

hertheworld.Shehasagreatfutureaheadofher,

Notatopstudentbutshedoeswellatschool..I

don'twantmychildtobedistractedatschool,A

housewithsomanycousinscanbedepressing.

IwasrentingaflatasIwasstillworking,Itwasa

bachelor'sflatandIcouldn'ttakeherwithme..

WhenIwas5monthspregnant,WhenBuda

promisedtheworld.Iresignedatwork,SoIcan

havealessstressfulpregnancy..

Lwandle:Sotellme,Wouldn'tyouliketolivehere?

Me:Ido

Lwandle:Plusyouofficiallyturning16yearsold



nextmonth.Wouldn'titbenicehostingyourfriends

hereforyoursweet16?There'sapool,Everything?

Lwandle:Ofcoursethat'sgoingtowork

Me:SoyouseewhyIwantyoutocomelivewithus?

Shesmiled..

Lwandle:Yes..I'llcometolivewithyou

Me:That'smybaby

Ihuggedherandkissedheronhercheek..

NOMVULA



PatwaswatchingTVwithLangawhenwegot

there..

Pat:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgood..Ithasbeenalongdaythat'sall

Afro:She'ssadthatshewassupposedtostart

somethingwithafriendtomorrow,Butthefriend

gotanotherjob

Pat:AwwBantu..Askies

Me:Butmycigarettebusinessisdoingwell,

YesterdayImadeR150profitafterdeductions.

Today,R200

Afro:Ifyoucoulddepositthatmoneyeveryday,And



spendmonthend.You'llseethatyoumadea

reasonableprofit

Pat:That'sverytrue

Afro:I'llgetyoumorestocktomorrow

Me:Yaa..I'llgiveyouthemoney

NOCAWE

Lisa:ThisNomvulagirllookslikesomeonewhois

nice

Me:Ohwsheis..Icouldseethatshewaslooking

forwardtoworkingwithyouinthatcatering

situation



Mydaughterhashadbadluckwithfriends.Shehad

friends,Theywereagroupof4.Thegirlsseparated

whentheother3physicallyattackedLisa,On

groundsthatshetookoneofthegirl'sboyfriend.

TheyhumiliatedmyDaughter,Tookvideos,Beather

upandstrippedhernaked.MysweetLisawas

devastated,Sheattemptedsuicide.Shewas

humiliatedandshamed,Spentsometimeathome.

Notwantingtogotoschool..

Thathappenedalongtimeago,Backwhenshewas

stillinhighschool.I'mhappyshegotoverthatand

focusedonherself..

Me:Whatcompanyareyougoingtobeworkingfor?

Hersisterworksinacompanywheretheyrecruit,

Findpeoplejobs..

Lisa:Sometobaccocompany,Theyneedgeneral



workers

Me:Isit?

Lisa:Yes

Me:Hmmm..Aretheystillhiring?

Lisa:I'mnotsure,We'llhavetoaskLindiwe

Me:Okay

NOMVULA

LangaandI,Arrivedhomethatnighttoasinkfullof

dishes.IsawNandostakeawaypackagesonthe

table..



Iheardlaughterinthesittingroom,Imademyway

there.TheyweresittingwatchingTV,Withacool

drinkonthetable..

Me:Goodevening

Mom:Vula

Me:Icheckedthemicrowave,Ican'tfindmyplate

Usuallywhensomeoneisnotaround,Wekeeptheir

foodinthemicrowave..

Mom:Ohwya..Wedidn'tincludeyou

Me:Ohw



Khosi:Phelayouworkingnow,I'msureyoucan

affordtobuyyourselfsomefood

Mom:Youcanhavethislastpieceofchicken

Itwasareallysmallpieceofchicken,Eatenhalfway

withbonesonthesidechewed..

Me:Nothankyou,I'lleatbread

Mom:Imightnotbuygrocerieseitherthismonth,I'll

justbuythingsforMbali.Mayyounottouch,You

workingnow..Youcanaffordtobuyyourself

everything

Me:Isee

Ileftthemlikethatandwenttothekitchen..



.
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OnethingI'venoticedaboutAfroishisinabilityto

entertainissuesthatservehimnot.Whathappened

tonightathome,Washurtful.Savingfoodforme

wasn'tthatmuchofabigdealIswear..

IwashurtthatItoldAfro,Heheardmeand

consoledmewhereheneededtooandthendown

rightsentmecash,R150.Tobuymyselfsomething,

EvenofferedtodrivemetoKFC,Thatoperatesfor

24hours.Iwastired,AndIdecidedtoeatbread..



IstillusedthethingsthatNocawegaveme,Atleast

IlockmyroomwhenIleave..

IwashalfwaythroughsleepingwhenIhearda

knockatmydoor..Iwenttoopen,ItwasMy

Mother..

Mom:Youhaveavisitor

Avisitor?Atthistimeofthenight?..

Langawassleepingalready,Iclosedthedoorand

wenttocheck.ItwasJabu,Standinginthemiddle

ofourkitchen..

Ilookedathimwithoutsayinganything,BecauseI

didnotexpectthis..



Jabu:Rain

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Jabu:Iwashopingwecouldtalk

Me:Talkaboutwhat?

Jabu:Langa

Somethingdeepinsideofme,Somethingmoved..

Jabu:Iwannadoright

Me:Doright?

Jabu:Stopansweringmebackwithquestions



Me:I'msurprisedbecauseIdidn'tknowyouhada

babywithme

Jabu:Don'tdothat,Don'tletourpastissues

overclowdyourjudgment

Me:Idon'tknowwhyyouhere,Iseriouslydon't

knowwhyyouhere

Jabu:Nomvulanomatterwhathappens,Langais

mySon.Iamhisfather,He'smybloodandthat's

notgoingtochange

Me:Pleaseleave

Hetookouthiswallet.HecountedR400.Heputit

onthetable..



Jabu:I'msurethatitcanaffordnappiesandmilk

Hewenttothedoor..

Iclickedmytonguewithmyarmsfolded...

MANDISA

Iwokeupthenextday,Earlierthaneveryoneto

preparebreakfastforthem.BudametLwandlelast

night,Notmuchwassaidbetweenthem.Sheeven

metthespoiltDaughter,Ntonto..

Budawastheonewhocamedownfirst,Fixing

himself..

Buda:Goodmorning



Me:Goodmorning,Soearly??

Buda:Ihavesurgerythismorning

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Me:I'mgladIwokeupearlythen,BecauseIwanna

talktoyou

Buda:Okay?

Me:It'saboutLwandle

Buda:Whatabouther?

Me:Iwanthertomoveinwithus



Buda:Won'tthatbedrastic?Switchingschools?

Startinganewlife?

Me:Notentirely..I'vespokentoherandshe'shappy

aboutlivinghere

Buda:WellIguessshecan,Idon'thaveaproblem

withthat

Me:Thankyou,Iwantedhertohaveabetterlife.It's

crowdedathome,Toomanykids.IwantLwandleto

haveabetterlife

Buda:Igetyou

Me:Sowillyouhelpmeout?



Buda:Yaawewilltalk

Me:Thankyoubaby,Pleasegoandsitatthetable

Buda:Okay

NOMVULA

Iwasdrinkingtea,Standingagainstthefridge.I

couldn'tsleeplastnight,AfterJabu'sunexpected

visit.Mymindwasracing..

Mymomwalkedin..

Mom:Vula

Me:Ma



Mom:WhatdidJabuwant?

Iexhaleddefeated..

Me:Hewantstostarttakingresponsibilityfor

uLanga

Mom:And?

Me:Ma..Idon'twanthimtoo

Mom:Hayi!..Hayi!!Kantiwabanjani?

Me:Jabumadeitclearthathedoesn'thaveachild

withme.Hebeatmeuptoapulp,Ialmostlost

Langa.HethenwentandgotmarriedMa,Never

called,Nevertexted.Hemovedon.Isufferedno



Langa,Hewasn'tthere.NowthatI'mfindingmyself,

Hewantstocomeandruinitforme?

Mom:KahlekahleruinwhatNomvula?Whatdoyou

havegoingonforyou?

Me:Ihavemybusiness,Ihaveaboyfriend

Mom:Aboyfriend??

Me:Afro

Mom:Afro?Afro?

Me:Yes

Shelaughed..



Mom:Letmesee..Afroisatschool,Studying

towardshisdegree.Hecomesfromawell

respectedandstablefamily.Hedoesn'thaveachild

andyouseriouslythinkthisboylovesyou?Thisboy

justwantstouseyouforwhenheishome.Heis

goingtodotoyou,WhatJabudid!.Nomvula,Wake

upandsmellthecoffee.Thisisnotamovie,Thisis

reallife!YouwillnotpassthischanceofJabu

wantingtodorightbyhisson,Foraboywhowill

leaveyou

Me:Afrolovesme,HelovesLangatoo

Sheslappedme..

Mom:Idon'tknowwhatlevelofstupidisthis!Jabu

isworking,Jabuisgoingtohelpyou.Whichgirl

wouldn'twantforthattohappen?Listenheregirly..

Youwillacceptyourbabydaddybackorelse.You



willleavemyhousedoweunderstand?

Inodded..

Mom:Good!AndforgetaboutthisAfro!Sies!He's

notgoingtomarryyou..He'sjustusingyou!!

NOMAKHOSI

Ilookedathim,HisSisterwasstandingbyhischair..

John:Iamsorrythatthisissudden

Me:Youfiringme?

John:Yourreplacementisolderandshe'sbeenour

helperbefore,SheneedsajobsincemyParents

can'taffordheranymore



Me:Thisisunethical,IcantakeyoutoCCMA

Liz:YoucantrybutIdoubtyou'llgetfar,Especially

iftheyfindoutthatyouandmyBrotherwerehaving

anunfairandnowyouareangrybecausehe's

gettingmarriedsoon.Soyoubroughtpersonal

issuesintotheworkplace

Me:Youhavenoproof

Liz:Isit?

Sheleanedoveronthelaptopthenturnedit..

Liz:Isn'tthisyouandJohnhavingsexinhisoffice?

IlookedatJohn..



Me:Howcouldyou?

John:Pleasepackeverythingandyou'llgetyour

salaryforthismonth

Liz:Don'tforgettosignhere,Yourtermination

contract.ThankGodyouweren'tpermanent

MANDISA

Thegirlshadcomedowntoo..

IlookedatNtonto..

Me:Ntontothere'ssomethingwewannaaddress

withyou



Shelookedatme..

Me:MyDaughterLwandle,Willbemovingin

permanentlywithus

Ntonto:Why?She'snotfamily

Buda:Ntonto..She'syourSister

Ntonto:MbaliismySisterandshe'snothere

Buda:Ntonto,LwandleisMandisa'sDaughter

Ntonto:Idon'tcare!!

Buda:Ntonto



Ntonto:She'snotgoingtolivehere..Okay?

Bythenmychestwasmovingupanddown.

.
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NOMVULA

Iwasfeelingdownafterthemessthatwentdown

athomelastnight,SomuchNocawesawIwasn't

wellatall..

Nocawe:Outwithit,What'sbotheringyou?



Itoldhereverything..

Nocawe:Peoplecan'tmakeyoudothingsthatyou

don'twanttodo

Me:It'sherhousesoshecan

Nocawe:Maybeyoucanstandupforyourself

Me:Itriedandshesleptme.AllIwantismoneyto

moveout,IswearwhenIdo.I'llbedonewiththem

Nocawe:Maybeyoucan'tmoveoutasyetbecause

thischapterofyourlifemightnotbedone.Whenit's

done,Youwillbeabletocloseitforever

Me:IhatemyMomwitheveryfibreofmybeing



Nocawe:Hateisastrongemotionbaby,Don'tlet

peoplewhoareeviltoyouchangewhoyouare.You

can'tpresentyourselfinthepresenceofGodwith

hateinyourheart,DefinitelythethingsIgaveyou

won'tworkifyouhate.Karmausuallyvisitpeople

whenyouhaveletgoofwhattheydoingtoyou.

Whenyouhavehealed

Me:It'shard

Nocawe:VeryhardIknow,Lifeisnoteasybut

believeitcanchange

Me:Ihopeso

Nocawe:Zobaright

NOMAKHOSI



Mom:Idon'tunderstand..Howcantheyseizethe

learnershipisthatevenlegal?

Me:It'stheircompanyMa

Mom:Butstill..Ithinktomorrowweshouldgo

togethertotalktothem

Me:It'stheircompanyMa..Theycandowhatthey

want,Internalaffairssaidthelearnershipwas

fraudulent

Mom:Butyougotpaid

Me:Yesbutitwasfraudulent

Mom:I'msorrybaby



Me:Nomvulaisgoingtolaugh

Mom:Nomvulacan'tlaugh,Youwilltakeabreak

andapplyforschoolnextyear

Me:Iguessso

Itwashardprocessingthis,Withthefactthat

there'sasexvideoofme.Johnandhisevilsister

canactuallyreleaseit..

AFRO

Iopenedthedoor..ItwasJabu

Me:Yougottabekiddingme

Hewalkedin..



Me:Yesplease..Byallmeanscomein

Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Itoldyoubefore,Feziisnothere

Jabu:I'mheretotalktoyou

Me:Okay?

Jabu:Iwantyoutostayawayfrommyfamily

Me:Whatfamily?

Jabu:MySonandBabyMama



Me:WhatdoesRainfeelaboutit?

Jabu:Idon'tcareaboutNomvula.Nomanisgoing

toraisemySon

Me:Tellmesomething..Howmucharenappies?

Jabu:Don'tinsultme,Ihaveanotherbaby

Me:ImeanLanga'ssize.Themilkhedrinks,Purity

helikes.Doyouknowhehasinterestintelevision

now?What'shisfavouriteshow?

Jabu:Ifyoufeellikehavingababy,Whydon'tyou

haveoneforyourself?

Me:Becausesomeofusactuallywannabepresent

Fathers.Idon'twantmykidsgrowingupwithhate



andanger,EspeciallyLanga

Jabu:Soyourewritingmywrong?

Me:No..IloveRain,ShelovesMeandshecomes

withLanga.Ilovehimtoo,Iwanthimtogrowup

withafatherfigure.Sohecouldturnouttobea

lessangrymanwhenhegrowsup..Areyoureading

meup?

Jabu:Youknowwhat?Leavemyfamilyalone

Me:Orwhat?

Jabu:Khonaokuzokuthusa(Somethingwillscare

you)

Me:Pleaseseeyourselfout,MyMomandmySon



aresleeping..Thankyouforstoppingby,I'llsurelet

Langaknow

Jabu:Youarearrogant

Me:Andyouarestartingtopissmeoff

MANDISA

Ilookedathercryingandeatingicecream.

Me:Lwandle

Shelookedatme..

Me:I'msorryaboutearlier



Lwandle:IthinkIwannagohome

Me:Thisisyourhome

Lwandle:I'mnotwelcomedhere

Me:I'llfixit,Ipromiseitwon'thappenagain

Myphonebeeped.Icheckedthemessage:

"R10000beforethejob,Another10kafterthejob"

Isighedandtexted:

Me:"5kbefore,and5kafter.That'sallI'mwillingto

give"



IlookedatLwandle..

Me:Iamfixingit

Hetextedback:

"I'lltakeit"

Heprovidedhisbankingdetails.Iprovidedhimwith

alltheinformationheneeded..Herschooltimes

andevensentherpicture

.
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MANDISA

TosayIhateNtontowouldbeanunderstatement,

AndonethingI'dneverdoisliterallyletachildI

didn'tbringintothisworlddisrespectmelikethat.

It'snotlikeherownFatherevenlovesher..

Ikeptontextingbackandforthwiththisguy.Yes,I

putahitonher.Shehasdisrespectedmeenoughto

thepointwhereIcan'ttakeitanymore..

WhenIgotatextbackfromthehitman,Thathe's

goingtodoittoday.Iwasthrilled,Theonlynews

thatwillbecomingbackisofherslained..Lyingin

aditchsomewhere..

NOMVULA

Icouldn'tbelievemyeyeswhenJabustoppedby..



Me:Yougottabekiddingme,Areyoustalkingme

now?

Jabu:No.Ijustwannatalk,YourMomsaidI'llfind

youhere

Me:Pleaseleave

Jabu:Justhearmeout,Borrowme5minofyour

time

Me:Alright

Jabu:Wehavingaceremonyathomethisweekend,

OnSaturday.WashopingyouandLangacould

come



Ilaughed..

Jabu:Please..Ifyoustillfeelunsureaboutme,

Thenillneverbotheryouagain

Me:LikeIbelieveyou

Jabu:Iswear..Onmylife

Ilookedathim..

Me:Drama..Weleaving

Jabu:They'llbenodrama,ThatIpromise

Me:Finewewillcome



Jabu:Mymom'shouse

Me:Thenyou'llleavemealone,WithmySon?

Jabu:Ipromise

NOMAKHOSI

Mbaliwasbusybutteringherbreadandsinging,It

actuallypissedmeoff..

Me:Mbaliplease.Yoursingingisgivingmea

headache

Shecontinued.Iwalkeduptoherandgrabbedher

onhershoulder..

Me:Isaidstop!!Awuzwakanti?



Shestoodtherefrightened..

Me:Good!..ThisisnotyourMother'shouse,Things

aroundherearerandifferently

Mbali:Sorry

Me:IfItellyoutostop,Youstop..Doyou

understandme?

Mbali:Yes

Me:Good

NOMVULA



Nocawe:Wasthathim?

Me:Yes

Nocawe:Okay

Me:Hewantsustocometosomeceremonyathis

house,Thenafterhe'sgoingtoleaveusalone

Nocawe:Doyoutrusthim?

Me:No..Butifit'llmakehimbackoff.I'lldoit

Nocawe:Isee..AnywayIwasbuyingplates.Beefor

chicken?

Me:Chicken



Nocawe:Okay

AFRO

Mom:WellAfroit'snotaboutyou,It'suptoRain

Me:Yaabutifsheactuallybringsbackthisguyinto

herlife,Byanymeans.She'llbeafool

Mom:Attheendofthedayhe'sLanga'sFather.

Langawillgrowup,He'llaskabouthim.Langa

needstomakehisowndecision,Ifhewantstobein

hislifeornot

Me:YaaIunderstandbutIlookedathim,Hedidn't

looklikehewasgenuine



Mom:Itdoesn'tmatterbutItrustRain,Shewon'tbe

fooled

Me:Ihopeso

MANDISA

Ntontowalkedin..Ilookedather

Ntonto:Goodafternoon

Me:You!

Ntonto:Me..What?

Me:Nothing..Howdidyougethome?



Ntonto:Withmytransport,What'swrongwithyou?

Shewalkedaway.Itookthefryingpanandhitherat

thebackofherhead.Shefellwhilstscreaming.I

wentdownhittingherrepeatedlyandrepeatedly

untilshewasquiet..Idon'tknowforhowlongI've

beendoingthatwhenIheardanotherscream,It

wasLwandle..

Me:Lwandle

Shewasfrightened..

Me:Lwandlelisten

Lwandle:Whatdidyoudo?

Me:Iamdoingthisforus..Baby



Lwandle:Ma

Me:Don'tMame!!Helpmecarrythisthingtothe

trunk

Lwandle:Okay

IglancedatNtonto.Imust'vebeenprettyhandy

withthepan,Shewasbleedingfromthebackofher

head..

Me:Come..Sowecancleanuptheblood

Shegrabbedherlegs..

.
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NOMVULA

Theweekpassed,Lifewasstillunbearablebut

peaceful.MomwastolerantwithmebecauseIhad

agreedtogotoJabu'splace.

ItwasSaturdaymorningwhenIwaspreparing.Afro

knows,Itoldhim.Thismorninghetextedme:

"I'mnothappyaboutthis,Idon'ttrustthisguyatall"

Iunderstandhowhefeels,I'mdoingthisforour

relationshiptoo..

Mom:Areyouguysready?



Me:Yes

Sheofferedtodropusoff,Andpickusuplater..

Me:AnynewsaboutNtonto?

Mom:No

Ntontohasbeenmissing,It'sgoingtobeaweek

now.Flyershavebeenputout,Postersandthey

evendivertedbacktoSocialmedia..

Me:It'ssad

Mom:Sheprobablyranoff,Ineverlikedthatkidat

all.She'saspoiledbrat,Noselfrespect.Nothing,

She'sprobablydoingthisfornothingbutattention



Me:Attentionforaweek?

Mom:Yes..Let'sgo,IholdLanga'sbag

MANDISA

ThatdaywhenIkilledNtonto.Wecleanedup,Then

putheratthebackofmytrunk.Shestayedtherefor

aday,Followingday.IdroveouttoafarawayBush

todumpherbody.Icameback,Cleanedupmycar

andlifemovedon..

IbroughtBudaacupoftea,Thiswashittinghim

hard..

Me:Here



Buda:Thankyou

(Silence)

Buda:Idon'tunderstand,Thedriversaidhe

droppedheroff

Me:Where??AskLwandlehenevershowedup

Buda:Goodthinghewasquestionedandheld,He

musttellthetruth

Me:Truestory

Themonitorwentoff..

Me:I'llseewhoitis



Iwenttocheck,Itwastwocops.Myheartstopped

beatingalittle..

Buda:Whoisthat?

Me:Thecops

Buda:Okay

Iletthemin..

AFRO

Manager:SadtoseeyouleaveAfro

Me:IknowverybutmyMotherneedsme



Manager:I'msorryaboutyourfathertoo

Me:Thankyou

Manager:Wesuregonnamissyou,Pleasesign

here

Isignedtheform,Thengaveherthekeys..

Manager:Ifyoueverwannacomerenthere,You

welcometoo

Me:Thankyou

MANDISA



Wesatdown..

Officer1:Abodywasfoundinabushbyhikers

Buda:Okay?

Officer1:Itwasstartingtodecompose,Webelieve

itmightbeyour..Uhm..YourDaughter

Me:OhhGod

Officer1:Wewouldlikeforyoutocomeand

identifythebody

Budaburiedhisheadinhishands..

Buda:I'llcomeidentifyherbody



Me:I'llcomewith

Buda:Betternot,Idon'twantyoutoseeherifit's

her.Notinyourstate

Me:Okay..Callme

Buda:Iwill

NOMVULA

ThelasttimeIwashere,WaswhenIwasstilldating

him.Whenhewasstilllivinginthebackroom..

Wemadeourwayinandmyheartdropped,Don't

knowiftheyknowaboutmeandLanga..



Wewalkedin,Allthewayaroundandsawpotson

thefireindeed.Twowomenwerecooking..

Wegreeted,Beforeintroducingmyselftheyaskedif

I'mNomvula.Iagreed..

Theywerehappytoseeus,Gaveushugs.

Wewentinsidethehouse,Othereldersweresitting

atthediningroomtableincludinghisMother..

Wegreeted,Andtheygreetedback..

MsNala:Nomvula..It'sgreattoseeyou,Isthis

Langa?

Me:Yes



Shegotupfromherchair..

MsNala:Wow..I'vebeenwaitingtomeethim

Shetriedtakinghim,Langaresisted..

Me:He'sshyaroundstrangers

Mom:Giveittime

MsNala:Pleasesitdown.Foodwillbeready

Mom:IamnotstayingI'msorry..I'llbebackto

fetchthemlater

MsNala:Thankyoufordroppingthemoff



Mom:Anytime

.
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MANDISA

Itwasher,ItwasNtonto.Investigationshave

alreadystarted..

Lwandlehasbeendistractedsincetheincidenttook

place..

Me:Lwandle



Shelookedatme..

Isatnexttoher..

Me:TheyfoundNtonto

Lwandle:Areyougoingtojail?

Me:No..Notifwedon'tsayanythingaboutwhat

happened.Look,Ntontowasgoingtobeapainin

thebuttforus.Weweren'tgoingtoenjoyourlives

inherewithheraround,Shehadtogobaby..Okay?

Shenodded...

NOMVULA

Thiswholeceremonywasn'tbad.Wasactually



enjoyingmyself,AndJabu'sfamilywaskind.Me

andhisothercousin,Weredrinkingdrostyhof.One

glassbecametwo,Thenthree,Thenfour.Ittastes

nice,Youwouldactuallyloseyourselfdrinking

whenit

Ittookme,Ittookmeveryfast..

Istoodupandfellbackonthechair..Thecousin

laughed..

Cuz:Ithinkyoudone

Me:Ithinksotoo,IthinkIneedtosleepitoff

Jabucame..

Cuz:YourbabyMamaisdone,Shemustsleepitoff



Jabu:Iagree

Jabucamealone,Didn'tbringthewife..

Jabu:Come..Liedownabit

Me:WhereisLanga?

Jabu:Momgothim..Don'tworry

Heheldmyhand,Ledmetohisoutsideoldroom.

Stillhadthebed,wardrobe,anddressingtable...

Me:Iamnotmuchofadrinkeryouknow

Jabu:Iknow..JustsleepalittlesoyourMother



findsyousober

Me:Goodidea

Heclosedthedoor..

Jabu:I'llhelpyouwithyourshoes,Andyourt-shirt

maybe.Incaseyouvomit

Me:Goodidea

Hetookoffmyshirt..

Jabu:Youstillbeautiful,Evenafteralltheseyears

Me:Thankyou



Helookedatmeforawhile,Thencamecloserand

kissedme..Myhormoneswereplayingwithme,He

pulledback..

Jabu:I'msorry

Ikissedhim..

AFRO

Ihadmyheadonmyarm,MyotherhandIwas

tappingthetableslowlywithmyphone

Mom:Andnou?

Irosemyheadupandlookedather..

Me:BeentryingtogetaholdofRain,She'snot



pickingup

Mom:Maybeshe'sbusy

Me:Idon'tknow..Ihaveanunsettlingfeelingabout

this

Mom:Papalook..Jabuisherbabydaddy,There's

alwaysgoingtobearelationshipbetweenthem

becauseofLanga.Iknowit'shardtoacceptbut..

Youneedtofindawaytomakeitworkwithhim

Me:Fuckthat

Mom:Bongane!!

Me:I'msorry



Mom:Tryandcallherlater,I'msureshe'llbe

available

NOMVULA

Hepushedmebacktothebed..

Me:Doyouhaveacondom?

Jabu:Inmydrawer

Me:Okay

Wecontinuedkissing,Myclitwasthrobbingbynow

andIwaswet..

Wegotmyjeansoff,Underwear,Bra.Alltheclothes

preventingusfromactuallydoingit.



Ilaidbackonthebedandhegotontopofme,

Openedmylegswide.Ifelthisfingeronmyclitthat

increasedthepleasure.Ikissedhim..

Heslidonefingerinmyhole,Withhisthumb.He

wasabletorubmyclit..

Me:Oooooohhh

Wekissedagain..

NOMAKHOSI

Me:Couldactuallywork

Mom:Imean..IfJabuworksitoutwithher,Atleast

he'llbesendingmoneyeverymonth.Atleast



Nomvulawon'tbeasuseless

Me:Jabuismarried

Mom:So?Hestilllovesher.It'snobigdeal,

Nomvulacanbeasidechick

Me:Mom!(laughing)

Mom:AghwhatcanIsay..It'sNomvula

NOMVULA

Herolleddownthecondom,Thenrubbeditagainst

myholebeforeenteringme.Itwasabitpainfulbut

alsonice,Amoanescapedmylips.Hepushedin

further,Untilhewasfullyin..



Wecontinuedkissingashepumpedmegently..

Itwasjusttoogood,IthoughtIwasgoingtocome

butIwasjustgettingmoreandmorehornythat's

all..

MANDISA

Me:Whatdidthecopssay?

Buda:Theystillinvestigating,It'sanopen

investigation

Iputmyhandsonhisshoulders..

Buda:IthinkyouandLwandlehavetogo

Me:Go??



Budda:Justuntilafterthefuneral

Me:Buda

Buda:Mandisaplease!!(yelling)

Ikeptquiet..

Buda:Please..I'llcallyouback,FornowIneedto..I

needtoprepareformyDaughter'sfuneral

Me:Okay..We..WewillgoandstaywithMom'sfor

afew

.
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MANDISA

Iwasmoreconfusedthanhurtorangry.IthoughtI

hadBudaeatingatthepalmofmyhand.Nowhe

putsmeout?Justlikethat?.

IgaveupmyflatwhenImovedinwithhim,Iwas

sureitwasadonedealbetweenus.Imean,Hedid

giveuphismarriageformeuntilhiswifecommitted

suicide.Ifeellikesomeonehasputahaxonmeso

orsomething..

Mom:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutitMa



Mom:Ididtellyouthatit'sbadluck,Movingintoa

housewherecleansinghasn'tevenbeendone

Me:Mom!It'snotthatokay?It'snotthat.Idon't

believethatsomethingsouselesslikethatwould

havesuchaneffect.IthinkNtonto'sdeathhas

affectedhim.Ididn'tthinkhelovedherthatmuch

Mom:Hejustlosthiswife,Nowhisdaughter?

Obviouslyhe'snotokay

Me:Yaawhatever..Lwandlemakemesomerooibos

tea

Lwandle:Okay

NOMVULA



Iwokeupwithapoundingheadache.Iwasactually

wokenupbythesmellofacigarette.Istillhadthat

drunkfeeling,ButnotasmuchashowIwaswhenI

firststarteddrinking.Iroseupfromthebed,Jabu

wasputtingabeltaroundhisjeans,Withacigarette

inhismouth..

Iwasnaked.Irememberedeverything..

Me:OhhmyGod..OhhmyGoodness

Jabu:Hey

Thesorenessdownthere,Didconfirmwehadsex..

Me:Howcouldyou?Howcouldyouletthishappen?



Jabu:YouwanteditasmuchasIdidtoo

Me:Iwasdrunk

Jabu:So?

Me:Wait..Wait..Youplannedthisdidn'tyou?

Jabu:Youjustprovedtomethatyouarestillas

naiveasyouwerewhenImadeyoupregnant

Me:Excuseme?

Jabu:Comeon..YoureallythoughtthatyouandI?

Areyouserious?Ijustwantedtoproveapointto

myself

Igotoutofbed..



Me:Youabastard!

Jabu:It'sonlynowyoufigured?

Isearchedthroughformyunderwearandbra,I

couldn'tfindthem..

Me:Myunderwearandbra?

Jabu:Itookthemasinsurance

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Jabu:Yourboyfriend,He'sverydisrespectful.I

wantedtoproveapoint



Me:Yousoevil

Jabu:Iknow..Nowgetthefuckouttamyhouse

Idressedup..

Me:Sothiswasn'taboutLangaatall?

Jabu:Whywoulditbe?Ihaveawife,Ihaveababy..

Please

Myheartwasbrokenintoamillionpieces..

Iwon'tevenbeabletodenybecausethesamebra

andunderwearhetook,ThatwasthesamesetI

worewhenIfirstsleptwithAfro..

Me:You'vealreadyhurtme,Longtimeago.Please



don'tdothis..Afroisthebestthingthathasever

happenedtomeandLanga

Jabu:Andyoujustruinedit,Ruineditjustlikethat

Ichargedathimandstartedhittinghimonhis

chest..

Me:Youbastard!!YoubastardIhateyou!!

Hethrewmedown..

Jabu:Getdressedandgetthefuckoutofhere,My

wifeiscoming!!YouluckyIworeacondom

Isatonthefloorstillnakedandcrying..

Jabu:Dressup,Getyourchildandgetthefuckout



ofhere!!

AFRO

Iwassittingoutsideonthestoepandhavingadrink

withafriend.IwastellingheraboutNomvula..

Him:Honestly,Despitethefactthatshehasakid.

I'veneverseenherbusy,She'salwaysindoors.

Definitelydifferentfromhighschool

Me:Iknow

Him:Soyougotyourcrushhuh?

Me:Yeap..She'samazing

Him:Shehasalwaysbeengreat,Butareyousure



aboutthis?Imeanthere'sababyinvolved

Me:YeahI'msure

Him:YouabiggerManthanme

Me:Iguessso

NOMVULA

Idressedup,Dressedupwithouttheunderwearand

bra.IwenttothehousetogetLangaandhisbag.I

wasn'tevengoingtocallmyMothertofetchus,I

broughtR50withme.I'lltakeataxi.It'slikea15min

drivefromhishoodtomine..

Ibidtheeldersfarewell,Hiscousinwalkedustothe

taxirank..



Her:Whatreallyhappened?

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit

Her:Wewerehavingagoodtime,Drinking.You

wenttosleepthenyouwakeupmad

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit,Becauseyourcousin

isajerk!!

Her:Thatheis..Didyouguyshavesex?

Me:LikeIsaid..Idon'twannatalkaboutit

Her:Okaygirl..Noproblem



Wewaitedatthemainroadforataxi..

NOMAKHOSI

Me:Ican'tbelieveit..Ntontodead?

Ntonto'sdeathwasalloversocialmedia,All

becausewhenshewasmissingherstorywas

sharedallover..

Thedetailssurroundingherdeathwerebrutal.Her

headwasallbashedsomuchyoucouldseeher

skull.Soitwasdescribed.

Mom:Itoldyou..Sheprobablyranawaywitha

boyfriendanditbackfired

Me:Ma



Mom:What?It'strue

Me:HowarewegoingtotellMbali?

Mom:Wetellher,There'snothingwecando.We

justtellher

Me:Haishame

NOMVULA

Cousin:Bye

Me:Bye

Sheclosedthedoor..IunzippedLanga'sbagand



tookoutmyphone,3missedcallsfromAfro.My

heartstartedbeatinginmythroat..Myhandswere

shaking..

WhatamIgoingtosaytohim?HowamIgoingto

lookathimafterthis?..

ItextedhimthatI'mjustgoingbackhome,I'mtired.

Itwasalongday..

Hecalled2minintothetext.Ihesitatedatfirstbut

answered..

Me:Hi

Afro:"Hi?"

Me:Iamjusttired..I'msorry



Afro:Yougoinghome?

Me:Yes..Weinataxi

Afro:Hedidn'tevenoffertakingyouhome?You

should'vecalledme

Me:It'sokay..It'snotfar

Afro:Okay..Textmewhenyougethome

Me:Iwill

Afro:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



.
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NOMVULA

Istruggledtosleeplastnight.Witheverythingthat's

happenedyesterday.MyMotheraskedwhat

happened,IjusttoldherJabuinvitedusbecausehe

wantedhisfamilytoconvincemetohaveLanga,

LangaberaisedathisMother'shouse....

ForthefirsttimemyMotherwaslividindefending

me.Shecussedandcussedandyelledforhimto

gotohell,Theywon'ttakeLangawithoutany

payment..



AtleastIwasn'tgoingtodealwithher,Onlythesins

ofwhathappenedyesterday..

ThismorningIwokeuptoclean,Ihavebeen

avoidingAfro.Iameventhinkingofdumpinghim

becauseIwon'tbeabletolookhimintheeyeand

lietohim...

Hecalled,Ijustlookedatthephoneanddidn'tpick

up..Iletitringandringuntilitstopped...Ithen

continuedwithwhatIwasdoing...Mymom,Khosi

andMbalihadlefttoBuda'shousesinceNtontois

nomore,They'llbebacklater..

FEZILE

Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringing,Iwokeupina

hotelroomfullofemptybottlesandgayguys

scatteredaroundsleeping.Itwasasexorgykinda

thing.IwasinCapeTown,Butwon'thaveachance



tostopbyathome.TomorrowmorningI'moffto

workagain..

IcheckedanditwasJabu.Ianswered..

Me:Yeah?

Jabu:YaaFezi

Me:Doyoufuckenknowwhattimeitis?

Jabu:11:00am

Me:Whatdoyouwantnigga?

Jabu:Yazibengithisafatelana(Ithoughtwewere

cool)



Me:Whatthehellareyoutalkingabout?

Jabu:Youdon'ttellmethatyourlittlebrotherhas

assumedallresponsibility.Raisingmykid,Then

disrespectingmeinmyfaceandshit

Me:Aren'tyoumarriedorsomething?

Jabu:uyinjantanga!(Youadog)

Me:Fuckyou

Jabu:Butit'llbeoversoon,BecauseyesterdayI

smashedherandIhaveproof

That'swhenIgotupandlookedformypants...



Jabu:It'llteachhimthatI'mnothisfriend!

Hehungup..

Me:Shit!!

IcalledAfro..

Afro:Grootmaan

Me:Eyypoi..GivemeRain'snumber

Afro:Huh?

Me:Rain

Afro:Why?



Me:It'sbetweenherandI

Afro:She'smygirlfriend

Me:I'mgay

Afro:Ohwya..Iforgot

Me:Justtextittome

Afro:Okay

Me:Howarethingsbetweenyouandher?

Afro:She'sbeencoldsincefromyesterday



Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Afro:Idon'tknow..Shewenttoherbabydaddy's

placeandyaa

Me:Aytcool..Textmehernumber

Afro:Sharp

Hetexted,Itriedcallingherbutshedidn'tpickup.I

textedher:

"It'sFezi,Callmeorbuzzme.It'simportant,Please"

MANDISA

Icouldn'tgetanyrestaroundhere.Themdamnkids

wokeupearlymakingnoise,Momhadtomake



themporridgebeforeleavingforchurch.Thebed

wasn'tcomfortable,IshareditwithLwandleand

Mom..

Budawasignoringmycalls,Itwasupsetting..

Iwenttothekitchen,MyBrother'swifewas

washingdishes..

Me:GoodmorningMathi

Mathi:MorningSisi..Lelenjani?(howdidyousleep)

Me:Notgood

Igrabbedthemugtopourmyselftea..

Me:Whatareweeating?



Mathi:Softporridge

Isatonthechairdefeated,Tearsstreameddown..

Mathi:Awwyinikodwa?(What'swrong)

Shewipedherhandsandcametositnexttome..

Mathi:What'swrong?

Me:Ilosthim..Idon'thaveajob,I'mpregnant,I

don'thaveaplace

Mathi:Ohwyoudon'tloseaman

Me:IthinkIdid



Sheheldmyhand..

Mathi:Trustme,Youdon'tloseaman

Ilookedather..

Mathi:I'llhelpyou

NOMVULA

Ireadthetext..

Ibuzzedhim.Hecalled..

Me:Hi



Fezi:Iamgoingtoaskyousomething,Pleasebe

honest

Me:Okay?

Fezi:Jabutoldmeaboutwhathappenedyesterday,

Isittrue

Ikeptquiet..

Fezi:Rain?

Me:Iamnotmuchofadrinker,Idrankafew

glassesofwineandsomethingledtoanother.I

didn'tmeantoo

Fezi:Fuck!!



Me:I'msosorry..I'mgoingtotellAfroeverything

andpossiblyenditwithhim

Fezi:No!!Younotdumpinghim.Wejustlostour

father,It's..Afrodoesn'tknowhowtohandlepain

wellso,Thisisgoingtoshatterhim

Me:Ididn'tmeantoo

Fezi:Hedidn'tdrugyou?

Me:No..Iremembereverything

Fezi:Didyouguysuseacondom

Me:Yes

Fezi:Okay..Listentome.Afrolovesyou,Andthe



littleguy.Iknowathingabouttwowhenitcomesto

messingup.I'mgoingtohelpyou,I'mgoingtosort

thisout.WenayoufixitwithAfroanddon'tbreatha

wordaboutthis.Endsupbetweenyou,Jabu,AndI

Me:Hehasmyunderwearandbra

Fezi:IsaidI'llfixthismess,Ihavesomethingon

him

Me:Okay..Iwon'ttellanyone

Fezi:Good..Ohwand..Ifthisshithappensagain,

I'mpersonallygoingtostrangleyou

Me:Itwon'tIpromise

Fezi:Good..I'llfixit,Ipromise.IfafroaskswhyI



wantedyournumber,JusttellhimthatIwantedit

becauseI'mplanningasurprisepartyforhim

Me:Okay..ThankyouFezi

Fezi:OhwI'mnotdoingitforyouI'mdoingitformy

kidbrother

Me:Evenso

Fezi:Sharp

Ihungupandclosedmyeyes,Thenexhaled..

.

Tobecontinued
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Intheafternoon,LangaandImadeastopatAfro's

House.HisMotherwascooking,Decidedtohelp

whilstLangawasonthefloorplaying.Shewas

happytoseeus,WhichmademerealizethatI

almostlostwhatIhave,WithwhatIdon'thave..

Myphonerang,Itwasanunsavednumber.Iwiped

myhandsandansweredit..

Me:Hello

Voice:Hiit'sLisa,GotyournumberfrommyMom

Me:Ohhhey



Lisa:Sorrytodisturbyou,Butthejobmysister

foundme.Theylookingfor10generalworkersand

myMotherremindedmeofyou.It'sthetobacco

industry,Requirementsgrade10-12.Notmuchofa

greatpayR5500everymonthbutit'snotbadand

youdon'tworkonweekends

Me:Nothat'sgreat..It'sagreatstartupcompared

towhatI'mdoingatthemall

Lisa:Great..Tomorrowmorningsayaround

10am,I'llpassbyatthemalltogetyourCV

Me:Noproblem..ThankyouLisa

Lisa:Youwelcome..Bye

Me:Bye



Ihungup..

Me:Wow

Pat:What?

Me:IthinkIfoundajob,Notyetconfirmedbutit's

worthmysendingmyCv

Pat:LookatGod

Me:Wow..Outofnowhere

Pat:Weneedtopr-

ShelookedatLanga..



Pat:Ineedtomovethejeyesfluidbacktothe

outsidetoilet,BeforeLangadrinksit

Shewenttogetthebottle.Lookingatit,Reminded

meofthemixturethatNocawetoldmetobathwith,

Coulditbethatit'salsoworking?

FEZILE

Jabu:Iknewyouwereasnake

Me:Ifyoudon'twantmetoruinyourlife,Youwill

leaveNomvulaandAfroalone

Jabu:NomvulaismybabyMama

Me:Andyourbabywillbeverysafewithustrustme



Jabu:Sincewhendidyougrowballs?

Me:SinceattemptsweremadetomyBrother's

happiness,Allbecauseyouwanttoproveapoint.

Afroisnotonetostartamesswithpeople,Iknow

youconfrontedhimandnowsinceI'mthemanof

thehouse.I'llmakesuremyfamilyiswellprotected,

Thatmeansputtingarapistinjail.Ishould'vedone

thatthatdaywhenyousentmethevideo,The

evidencethatyouwereinvolvedinthegangrapeof

thatminor,Youandyourhooligansdrovethatgirlto

insanity.Theyservinglife,Yougotawaywithit

becauseyouweresmartenoughnottobefound

andtheydidn'tsnitchonyoutoo.Youpathetic,You

getgirlsFilthydrunkandtakeadvantageofthem.

WhatkindofManareyou?WasNomvuladrunktoo

whenyouimpregnatedher?

Jabu:Fine,Hecankeepher



Me:Good!Becausethegangrapecasewon'tbethe

onlycaseyougodownfor.EvenrapingNomvula

yesterday

Jabu:Ididn'trapeher,Wehadsex

Me:Ifshewasdrunktosayyes,I'msureshewas

drunktosaynotoo.Youtellingmeifwecouldget

Nomvulatestedthetoxicologyreportwon'treturn

withaforeigndrug?Saymaybesomethingthata

rapistwouldgivetheirvictim?Maybeanedible?

Thatmadeherhornierthanshewouldnormallybe?

Jabu:Fineyoumadeyourpoint!

Me:Andweshallneverhavethisconversation

again

Jabu:Fuckyou!



Hehungup.Inolongerhavetheproof,Itwasyears

agowhenJabuwasstillnotoriousbuthedoesn't

knowthat..

NOMVULA

Afrowalkedin,Hewasabitsurprisedtoseeus..

Pat:Lookwhocametovisitus?

Langacrawleduptohim,Hepickedhimup..

Afro:AvisitorIdidn'texpectbutmissedsomuch

Pat:IdidmissRaintoo



Afro:No..I'mreferringtoLanga

Pat:Ohw..WhichremindsmeIhavetogoandcall

yourAunttoseeifshegothomesafe..I'llberight

back

Shepatmealittleonmyshoulderwhenwalking

away..

Me:IthinkIgotajob,AtleastnowIcanmoveout

ofhome,Iftheytakeme

Afro:Congratulations

Me:I'msorrythatIwascoldtoyou

Afro:Whywereyoucoldtobeginwith



Me:Jabuplayedme.Heinvitedmeoverinhopes

thatIwillgiveLangaawaytoberaisedbythem

Afro:Iknewhewasuptonogood

Me:SoIwasupset.Ifeltstupid

Afro:Wellwhatcanwesay

Me:Soarewecool?

Helookedatme..

Afro:Yeah..Tellmemoreaboutthisjobofferof

yours

MANDISA



Ipacedupanddown..

Mathi:Youmakingmedizzy

Me:Yougavemybrotheralovepotion?Isidliso?

Mathi:WhenIstarteddatinghim,Healreadyhad3

babyMama's.Iwasgoingtobethe4thoneandlast

one

Me:Umdlisile?

Mathi:Calmdown

Me:Isuspected



Mathi:Lookdoyouwantmyhelp,YesorNo?

Ilookedatmybrothersittingoutsidereadinga

newspaperthroughtheopendoor..

Me:He'snotgoingtolosehisjobrightandendup

likethat?

Mathi:Iusedabittoomuch,NowIregret.Should've

useditasinstructed

Me:Howmuch?

Mathi:R450

Ithoughtaboutit..

Mathi:Eitherthatorgetusedtothisasyournewlife



Me:Fine

NOMAKHOSI

Ntonto'sGrandmotherfromherMother'ssidewas

here.Shewasn'thappy.

Mam'Mkhonto:Youtookthechildfromus,Ithought

IwasgoingtoattendhergraduationnowI'm

attendingherfuneral

Buda:I'msorry

Mkhonto:Yousaidshe'llbemoresaferwithyou,

Shewasonlywhenyourexwifewasstillalive.Now

youevendisownedyourotherforwhat?Agirlfriend?

Yiningawemfana,uyahlanya?(Areyoucrazy)



Budakeptquiet..

Mom:I'mjustwonderingwhocouldbethiscruelto

dosuchathing

Mkhonto:Ohwwewillfindout,MyGreatAuntisa

verypowerfulinyangathenbeforethefuneralwe

willworkonherbodysoshecanavengeherself.

SingabakaMkhonto,Wedon'tplayandwedon'tlike

tobeplayed!

Mom:Isupportthat

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

Thingsseemtobefallingintoplace.Jabuactually

textedme,SentmealongmessageonWhatsApp

apologizing.IevenforgotIgavehimmynumber

yesterday.Hepromisedthathewillstayawayfrom

meandLanga,Afterthattext.Iblockedhimstraight

away...

NowIdon'tcarewhatmyMomsayswithregardsto

AfroandI,ButshewillknowthatI'mdatinghimand

today.Iwillbesleepingoverathisplace..

IleftLangathereonpurpose,Tocomehomeand

cookforthem.Thenafter,I'llpackabagandgo..

TheycamebackjustwhenIwasdonecooking..



Mom:YaaNtonto'sgrandmotherdoesn'tplay

Khosi:I'mtellingyou

Me:I'mdonecooking

Mom:Alright

Me:Uhm..I'llbesleepingout

Theroomwentquiet..

Mom:Okay??

Me:AtAfro'splace,I'llcomebacktomorrow

Mom:Nomv-



Me:HeismyboyfriendandIwouldappreciateif

youguyscouldacceptthat.Youdon'thavetolikeit

butacceptit,Hewon'tcomehere.IknowthatI'm

notthemostfavouredchildbut,I'malsoahuman

beingandI'mtryingtofigureoutmylife.Khosiisno

longerdoingthelearnershipshecanalsohelpme

fromtimetotime.AllI'msayingisthat,Ialsoneed

abreakandifthatsoundsdisrespectful.Iapologise

greatly

Khosi:Woow

Mom:Okayyoucango

Iwaitedforastatementfromher..Nothing!

Mom:I'mgoingtoliedown,I'mtired.I'msureMbali

istiredtoo



Mbali:I'mnottiredGrandma

Mom:Okay

Shewalkedout..

Me:Thankyou..I'llgoandpack

Khosilookedatme..

Me:Allyouhavetodoisjustdishupthat'sall

Iwalkedtothebedroomtopackabag....

MANDISA



IlookedatMathi..

Me:Isitnecessarytoleaveshoesatthedoor?

Mathi:Yes

Weleftourshoesatthedoorandgotin.Thesmell

ofincensefilledupthewholeroom,Icoughed..

Mathi:Gogonguboyanetha

Sheshowedupfrombehindthecurtain..

Gogo:Thokoza

Mathi:ThokozaGogo



Gogo:Hlalaniphantsi(Sitdown)

Wesatdown,Mathihelpedmetositdown.

Gogosatdowntoo...

ShepickedupacigarettefromtheAshtrayandlit

it..

Mathi:GogongiletheuSkwiza(Ihavebroughtmy

sisterinlaw)

Gogo:Yebo

Mathi:Uzocelausizoukubuyisaowakwakhe(She's

askingforhelptobringbackherlover)

Gogo:Ngiyezwa(Ihearyou)



Mathi:Sekuyimalini?(Howmuch)

Gogo:R300

Me:I'mnotconsultingmoss

Mathi:Shhhh

Gogo:EyakhoinzimaNtombazana,Uyaziwenzeni.

Ukubuyisalomlisakomelengikunikeizinto

ezintathu(Yoursisdifficult,Tobringbackthisman.

I'llhavetogiveyou3things)

Mathi:YeboGogo

Gogo:Amakhuniawu3ozomphephethangawo

alunyweyindlebeukuzwaigamalakho,Umuthi



wogugezaowakhokantinowokumthelelaekudleni

(I'llgiveyou3stickstocallhimback,Somethingto

bathwithandsomethingtoputonhisfood)

Me:Bathwith?Isitsafe?SinceI'mpregnant

Gogo:Mawusaba..Uzahlanganisaphela

nolokugcoba(Ifyouscared,You'llmixwithyour

lotion)

NOMAKHOSI

Iwasdishingup..

Mbali:CanIsleepinNomvula'sroom?

Me:It'slockedandshe'snotcomingbacktoday



Mbali:CanIsleepwithyou?

Me:Why?

Mbali:Idon'tlikesleepingwithGrandma,She..

Me:Shewhat?

Mbali:Takesmyfingersandmakemedothingsto

herkitty

Iputmyplatedown..

Me:Whatdidyousay?

Mbali:Shedoesthatormakesmelickherwithmy

tongueespeciallyaftershehasbeendrinking



Me:Hey!!!

Shefreakedout..

Me:Don'teverlieonmyMother

Mbali:I'mnotlying

Islappedher..Shefelltothefloor..

Me:Don'teverlieonmymotherlikethatdoyou

understand?Ifyougoontosaysuchthingsdoyou

knowwhathappenstokidswholie?Theyendup

likeNtonto.Ifyoudon'twannadietoo,Youwillkeep

quiet.Don'teventellNomvula..Doyouunderstand?

Shenodded..



Me:Good..GowatchTVanddon'tmakenoise,

Momissleeping

Shegotupandrushedtothelivingroom..

Iclosedthepotagain..

Me:Shiiiiiiit!!

IthoughtmyMomhadstoppedwiththissickening

behaviourofhersbecauseshealsousedtodoitto

mewhenIwasyoung,Allthetimewhenshewas

drunk..

NOMVULA

Ihadeventakenmydocuments,Afrowillhelptype



myCVforme...

Afro:Norepercussions?

Me:No..Shesaidyes,Noquestionsasked

Afro:That'sgood

Me:WhereisLangaandPat?

Afro:Theysleeping

Me:Okay

Iputmybagdown..

Me:Ineedtogoandbath



Hepausedhisgame..

Afro:Ihaveasuggestion

Me:Yeah?

Hegotupfromthebedandcametome..

Afro:HowaboutIshowyouhowmuchI'vemissed

youbeforeyougoandbath?

That'stricky,There'snowayI'mgoingtohavesex

withAfroandnotfeelpain.ConsideringhowsoreI

wasfromyesterday.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwasworriedabouthowthesexwasgoingtogo,

SinceIfuckedupyesterday.Yeswithacondomit

stungmorethanIhadimagined,Sowehadto

improvise.Wehadsexwithoutit,Andthenstopped

halfwaysohecouldputthecondomandthen

proceededuntilhecame.Whichdidn'ttakemuch

time...

Afterthat,Ihadalongrelaxingsaltbathtohelpwith

thesorenessincaselaterwepickupwhereweleft

from..

MANDISA



Mathi:Suchthingswork,Andtheyworkbetterifyou

believeinthemtoo..

Me:DoyouknowhowmuchBudaearns?

Mathi:Howmuch?

Me:Heworksbothatthehospitalandalsoasa

professorparttime.I'destimate70kbothsalaries

afterdeductionsandthat'sjustanestimation

Mathi:Yerrrrrrrr

Me:Hedoesn'thavemuchresponsibilities.Mbaliis

theonlyresponsibilitynowandhe'snotputtingin

much,Thenthey'llbemeandthebaby.Doyousee

howimportantitisformetogetthisMantostay

withme?Marryhimincommunityofproperty?



Mathi:Isee

Me:Sothisshitbetterwork,I'mnotpreparedtobea

singleParent

Mathi:Itwillwork,Itworkedforme

Itookthelotion,Ialreadymixedit.Thenat00:00,I

havetogooutsideburnthelittlestickanddoas

instructed....

NOMAKHOSI

IstillremembermyMothermolestingmewhenI

wasyoungasiflikeithappenedyesterday.Iamnot

sureifGqibiexperiencedit,ButI'mdamnsure

Nomvuladidn't.NomvulausedtosleepwithGqibi,

UntilGqibileftandshegotGqibi'sbedroom



Ispentagreatdealoftimegettingusedtobeing

fingerfuckedwhenIstartedbeingsexuallyactive.I

couldn'tbringmyselftoenjoythatwithoutdating

backtothattrauma..

MyMotherandIneverspokeofit,Wemovedonlike

nothinghappened..

Ican'tbelieveshe'sstilldoingthat,Shecanliterally

getherselfamanbutshedoesn'twanttoo.It

doesn'thappenconstantly,Onlywhenshe'sdrunk

ortipsy.It'smuchfueledbyalcohol..

WewerewatchingTV,AndIlookedather.

Wonderingifshestillremembersthat,Remembers

whatsheputmethrough..

Itsickenedmetomystomach,Igotupfromthe

couchandrushedtothebathroomtovomit..I

turnedmystomachin,Mademenauseatedand



vomit...

NOMVULA

Iwentbacktothebedroomafterbathing.

Me:Ican'tbelievePatandLangaarestillsleeping

Afro:Idon'tthinkso,TheymustbewatchingTv

Me:Ohwya,ShehasaTvinherroom

Helookedatme..

Me:What?

Afro:Youfeltsomuchpainwhenwewerehaving



sex,Areyoualright?

Me:YaaIthinkI'mnotafanofcondoms

Afro:Thefirsttimewehadsexyoudidn'tfeelso

muchpainandweusedacondom

Me:AfroI'mawoman,There'salotofunsettling

thingswhenitcomestothevagina.LatelyIhave

beenusingafoambathandIhadsomuchirritation

andredness,Iamstillhealing

Afro:Thenwhydidn'tyousaysomething?

Me:Ijustdidn'twanttokillthemoment

Afro:Whensomethingiswrong,Oryoudon'tfeelup

toit.Youcommunicate,Youdon'tforce.Forceful



situationswillmakeyouhatesex

Me:Noted

Afro:Letmegobathtoo

BUDA

Ilookedatthemastheyspoke,Ntonto's

Grandmotherandthegreatauntthattheyfetched

whoissaidtobethestrongesthealer..

Shehadjustarrivedandwasstandingoutsideby

thedoor,Shedidn'twannacomeinasyet..

Theyspokeandoccasionallylookedatme,Ntonto's

Grandmotherwouldglanceatmeandshakeher

head..



TheGrandmotherquicklybroughtoutanincense,A

metalplateandawhitecandlefromthebag..

Shewalkedinandkneltatthekitchenfloor,

Preparingeverything.Shealsogotaglassofwater..

Thegreatauntwalkedin....

Me:I'msorrybutaren'twesupposedtogoand

fetchher,Fromwhereshewaskilled?

G.Aunt:Shewasn'tkilledinthatBush,Shewas

dumpedthere.Whenshewasdumpedshewas

alreadydead

Me:Sowherewasshekilled?



G.Aunt:Here..Righthereinthiskitchen,Specifically

inthatspot

Me:What??

G.Aunt:YourgirlfriendkilledmyGreat

Granddaughterandthenwenttodumpherbody

somewhere

Me:Thatcan'tbe

Grandma:Wakeup!Youbroughtasnakeintothe

house

Me:YourGreatAuntmustbehallucinatingor

something.Isthisaspitefulplan?Iknowyou

weren'thappythatIdidn'tmarryNtonto'sMother,Is

thissomerevengeseeking?



G.Aunt:MyGranddaughterisrestingpeacefully,

Younotmarryingherprovedtobethegreatest

blessingtoourfamily.Ancestorsdidn'tapprove,

SheneverunderstoodwhybutI'mhappyshedidn't.

Orelse,Shewould'veendeduplikeyourexwife

Me:Withallduerespect,IallowedyouheretoBury

yourGreatGrandchildwithdignity.Andhereyou

are,Doingthingsthatare..Youlying!Mandisaisnot

cruel,Shewouldn-...Mayyoupleasegetupfrom

mykitchenfloorandputthatthingout?

Thegreatauntshookherhead..

G.Aunt:Thiswomandoesn'tloveyou,Shehasa

vagenda,Andyoufallingrightintoit.Thattrapof

evilanddeceitinbetweenherlegs.Isaywarunto

you!

.

Tobecontinued
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Theplanwastowakeupinthemorningand

preparemyCV,ThenLisacomesandtakesit.She

didcomenolie,Butshedidn'ttakemyCV.She

optedthatit'llbesaferifshedriveswithmetothe

plant,SoIcanhanddeliverstraightbecausethey

hiringonthespot.Hersistertoldherso.The

tobaccomanufacturingcompanyisnew,Downin

JohannesburgbutI'llbeinthefield.Theyneed

peopleassoonaspossible,Tostartworking

immediately...

Me:Thisisyoursister'scar?



Lisa:Yesbutheroldone,She'sgivenittomenow

tomakeiteasiertotraveltowork.Shedrivesa

Mercnow

ItwasanIsuzuswift..

Me:Nice

Lisa:Whenyougetthejob,We'lldrivetogetherto

workeverymorning

Me:IfIgetit

Lisa:You'llgetit

Me:Whyareyousosure?

Lisa:Iworkthereremember?Frontdesk.Ioverhear



thebigBossestalking.Theywantpeopleatleast50.

Thecompanyis3monthsold,Andit'sgrowing.

Newbrandofcigarettes

Me:Nice..Iwishtogetthejob,It'llchangemylife

Lisa:Youwill,Havefaith

Me:Thankyousomuchforthis

Lisa:Hey..Womenneedtolookoutforeachother

Me:That'strue

MANDISA

Iwokethismorningwithpainsonmylowerback.

Therewasnofoodinthehouse,Kidswereatschool.



MyBrothersincehelosthisjob,Hehasn'ttakenit

upuponhimselftoactuallygojobhunting.He

wakesuptoreadhisnewspaper,Thengodrinking

withfriends....

IhadnochoicebuttocallBuda,Iwashungryand

sick.IneededtogototheDr.

Itookadeepbreathandcalledhim..

IdidwhatwasexpectedofmebyGogo

nguboyanetha..

Hepickedup..

Buda:Mandy

Me:Hi..Sorrytodisturbyou



Buda:Noit'sokay..What'sthematter?

Me:Idon'tfeelwell,IneedtogototheDr

Buda:OkayI'llsendyoumoney

Me:Mycardoesn'thavepetroltoo

Buda:I'llsendR1500

Me:Thankyou

Buda:Sharp

Thatwasthecoldestcallhe'severgivenme..



NOMAKHOSI

Momwasbackatwork,Mbaliwasatschool..

Iwaskneelingdownatthetoiletandvomiting.I

wokeupnotfeelinggoodtoday,Maybeit'sthefood

thatNomvulacooked.

Igotupandwashedmymouth,Wenttodrinkcold

waterandthenwentbacktobed.

Iletoutadeepsigh..Idon'tthinkI'llbegoodwith

chickenstewagain..

NOMVULA

Thebuildingswassituatedabitfarfromtheother

buildings.Wasn'tbig.Ilookedatthename..



"Texaspremiumtobacco"

Lisa:Let'sgo

Myheartsankdowntomyknees,Ineedthisjob..

Shehadheraccesscard,Openedforus.Wewalked

intothereception..

IfollowedherassheledthewaytoHR,Thewhite

womanwassittingatherdesk.Coffeeandscones

onthetable.Sheknocked..

Lisa:MrsCooper

Shelookedatus..



Cooper:Comein

Lisa:Ihopewearenotdisturbingyou

Cooper:Notatall

Lisa:Iwaswonderingiftherewerestillpositions

openedforGeneralworkers?

Cooper:Yes

Lisa:Thisisafriend,Nomvula.MeaningRain

Coopernoddedasshesippedhercoffee.

Shecheckedherwristwatch..



Cooper:Youhaveexactly30mintogodoyour

accesscardgirlyandgetyourgear,Thecompany

taxiwillbeheretopickuptheworkers.Youreally

luckybecausebynowtheyhaveleft,Thetaxibroke

down.ThankyourGod

Lisasmiledatme..

Cooper:Komnou..GivemeyourCV,I'llputyouin

thesystem.Tomorrowbeforeyouleavetotheplant,

You'llsignyourcontractandpleasesubmitabank

letterorstatementbeforemonthend,ifnotyou

won'tgetpaid

Lisa:Go..

IhurriedandgavehertheCV..

Me:Thankyousomuch,Iwon'tdisappoint



Cooper:Ya..Ya..Ya..Takehertothesecurityoffice

Lisa:Let'sgo

Wewalkedout,Andwalkedtothesecurityoffice.

Whenwewereoutside,Wescreamed,Whilst

jumpingandholdinghands..

Me:Igotthejob!!

Lisa:Yougotthejob!!

Ididn'tknowthatthismoment,Wasgoingtobea

startofmylife.Myreallife..

AFRO



Iwassittingatthetable,Catchinguponschool

work.NextweekMondayschoolsarereopening..

Langaisawellbehavedchild,Criesonlywhenhe

wantstosleep,Eatorifsomethingiswrong..

Mom:LookwhatIfoundinthestoreroom

Me:Myoldwheel

Mom:Andit'sstillgood,Iwipedit.We'llputLanga

in,Hecanlearnhowtowalkwithit

Me:Yeahlet'ssee

MyMotherputhimin,Ithadthissoundbuttons.

Whenyoupressmusicstartsplaying..



MyMompressedandmusicstartedplaying,Then

shegentlypushedhimaround.Hewasso

fascinatedhegiggledwhilstclappinghishands.At

leastthiswillkeephimbusyasIwork..

Myphonebeeped.Ichecked,Itwasamessage

fromRain..

"Igotthejob!!"

Ileanedbackonthechairsmiling..

Itextedback:

"That'smygirl"

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

Weweredriventotheplantation,Itwas

approximatelyanhourdrive.Iwasnervousthatit

wasgoingtobeajobthatIwillfindhardtoadapt

too,Butitwasn'tdifficultjustrequiredalotof

physicalstrength.Wewouldplantbedseeds,

Uprootthetobaccoleafsthathavematured.Hang

themtodry,Thosethathavedriedup.Theyare

takendown,Stackedthentakentothemachines.

Themachinesarealsooperatedanddotherest..

Werotateeveryweek,ThisweekI'llbedoingthe

planting.Wearegivenbighatsandwaterbottles.

It'saverybigplantationandverysecure.Thework

wasfascinatingthough,Thetobaccoyousmoke

requiresaprocessbeforeyoucanholditand



smokeit..

Theonlydownlineaboutthis,Itwashot.Workingin

theblazingsun,Withonlyahat,Abagofbedseeds

andabottleofwaterwasn'taseasyasIthought.

Weget5bottlesofwateraday,Stillwater...

Thebootsweremuchhotter,Istoppedandfixedmy

hat.Iwon'tquit,Ineedthisjobmorethananything.

Whatkeptmegoing,Wasseeingmyselfoutofmy

Mother'shouse.Thattoxicplaceandintomyown

apartment,I'msureafteraweekIwould'vegotten

usedtothis...

MANDISA

IgotbackfromtheDr,Wasn'tserious.I'mduenext

month,Sothere'stoomuchexhaustionandmy

babyistoobig.I'mcarryingalotofweight,So

muchyou'dthinkI'mcarryingtwins..



Iboughtafewgroceries,IhadgonewithMathito

townsoshecouldpushthetrolleyandetc..

Wewereeating,Andmymindwasfaraway.Doyou

knowhowheartbreakingarelationshipcanbe

whenitgetscold?Alotwasgoingthroughmymind.

ThatBudamightfindsomeoneelse,EachtimeIate

mythroatwouldgetcloggedup.Iwasfightingback

tears..

Mathi:Don'toverthinkit

Me:Idon'tthinkthesethingsareworking

Mathi:Giveittime

Me:HowwillIputitinhisfoodifheiscoldtowards

me?



Mathi:Youjustconsulted,Havefaithandgiveit

time

Me:Idon'thavetime..I'mduenextmonth,Iwon't

beabletoraisemybabyinthatcrowdedhouse?

Mathi:Haike

Iexhaled..

Mathi:Thinkingaboutitisonlygoingtohurtyou

more,Youdon'tneedallthisstresswhenyouthis

heavilypregnant

Me:Yaamaybe,I'mjustgoingtogetatakeaway.

Lwandlewilleatitathomewhenshegetsback

fromschool



BUDA

MyMomwashere,Theyarrivedthismorning..

Wewerehavingafamilymeeting..

Mam'Mkhonto:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoudon't

wantustodothis,Youforfeitingustoworkher

bodysoshecouldavengeherself?

Me:FirstandforemostIdon'thaveaproblemwith

that.Mybiggestproblemnowisthat,Youguys

threwaccusationsatmybabyMama.NowI'mnot

okaywiththat,That'saseriousallegation!Accusing

someoneofthat

Mkhonto:Ubabayini!Wewerenotthrowing

allegations,It'sthetruth.Youwon'tseeitbecause



thiswomanhasyouwrappedaroundherlegs.My

GreatAunthasneverbeenwrong

Me:YouseewhatI'mtalkingabout?

G.Aunt:Firstandforemost,Yourwifepassedon

notsoago.Thenextyoumovedthiswomaninto

thishouse.Samebed,Whenacleansinghasn't

beendone.ThenmyGreatGranddaughterdies,You

don'tseeaproblemaboutthat?

Mkhonto:NtombikayisehasbeenraisedbyGqibi

fromwhenyoutookher,She'sneverbeenharmed.

Shewasraisedwithlove,Thatgirllovedher.Gqi

GqithisnewwomanmovesinandNtontodies?

KhonawhereisMbali?

Me:Gqibiknewitwasovershedidn'twanttoleave,

WhatwasIsupposedtodo?



Mom:IfImayweighinhere..Ifeelyoubeingunfair

tomySon.It'shisDaughter,Andhecanchoose

howshewillbeburied.QuitefranklyI'maChristian,

Andagainstthesuggestion.GodwillavengeNtonto

Buda:Exactly

Theylookedateachother..

Mkhonto:WhatwasmyDaughterdoingwithyouI

wonder

Buda:MomwillgoandwashNtonto'scorpsealone,

Idon'twantbothofyouanywherenearherorI'll

banyoufromattendingthefuneral

G.Aunt:It'sgoodthatwedon'tneedyour

permissiontoavenge,WhenwegethomeIwill

workonthis



Buda:Yeahyoudothatwitchcraftatyourhousenot

here!

Istoodupandwalkedout..

NOMAKHOSI

Ihadgonetobuyapregnancytestformyself.As

myfriendsuggested.JohnandIusedprotection,

Wedidn'tuseprotectiononceandthatwasinhis

office..

Iglancedatthepregnancytest,Clearblue.Iwas

pregnant..

Iwasdefeated,ButatthesametimeIcanusethis

tomyadvantage..



Icanholdhimwiththispregnancy,AndIwill.Heis

white,Heisnotablackman.Idon'tthinkhewill

neglecthiskid..

Iamgoingtogiveitafewmonths,UntilIstart

showing.

Thismightjustwork,Canworkinmyfavour.

.
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IwasgoingtogobackhomewithLisa,Theyknock



offat17:00.Wearriveat18:00.Shehadagreedto

waitforme,ButAfrocalledbeforehandandsaid

he'llfetchmeforthisweek,Sincenextweekhe's

goingbacktoschool..

Me:I'msorryLisa

Lisa:It'sokay,I'llpickyouuptomorrowmorning

Me:Thankyou,I'llwhatsappyoumyaddress

Lisa:Noproblem

Afro:ThankyouLisaisit?

Lisa:Yes

Me:Bye



Lisa:Bye

AfroandIwalkedtothecar..

Afro:Sheseemsnice

Me:Sheis

Afro:Ilikeherasyourfriend

Me:Wenotfriendsyet

Afro:Whynot?

Me:Wedon'tknoweachotherthatwellasyet



Afro:I'mseeingyouguysbeingfriendssoon

Heopenedthedoorforme..

Me:Idon'tknow,We'llsee

MANDISA

Myphonerang,ItwasBuda.Iletoutasighofrelief..

Me:Hello

Buda:HowdiditgowiththeDr?

Me:Wefine,Juststressandexhaustion

Buda:Atleastit'snotsomethingserious



Me:Howisitgoingthere?

Buda:Ntonto'sMaternalfamilyisbeing

unnecessarydifficult

Me:OhwI'msorry

Buda:Imissyou

Myheartjumpedinjoy..

Me:Imissyoutoo

Buda:Can'twaitforthefuneraltobeover,Then

you'llcomeback



Me:Ican'twaittoo

Buda:OkayI'llcallyoulater

Me:Alright

Buda:Ilikethepictureyouuploadedonyour

WhatsAppstatus

Me:Thankyou

Buda:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Buda:I'llcallyoulater



Me:Okay

Hehungup.Ilaidbackandsmiled...

NOMAKHOSI

Mom:Helpmeunderstand,Youmetthismanwhere?

Me:ThecompanythatIwasdoingalearnershipat,

Heownsit

Mom:Thefraud?

Me:He'snotafraud,TheHRwas.Shegotfired,He

didn'tknownothing

Ihavemasteredtheartoflying..



Mom:KhosithelastthingIwantisforyoutohavea

deadbeatbabydaddy

Me:He'swhiteMa,Whenhaveyouseenthem

neglectingtheirkids?

Mom:That'strue

Shesmiledandclappedherhands..

Mom:Icanpictureawhiteweddingalready,The

hoodwillbejealous.MyDaughtersbothofthem

married.ItwasGqibiatfirst,Nowyou.Godhas

blessedmeindeed

Me:Iknow



Mom:Doesheknow?

Me:Notyet,I'lltellhim

Mom:Dotellhim..Iseriouslycan'twait

BUDA

IwasbusytextingonmyphonewhenIwalkedinto

thebathroom.Iputitdownnexttothesink,WhenI

checkedmyselfinthemirror.IsawGqibihanging

fromtheceilingwiththeropearoundherneck.She

turnedherhead,Andstartingcoughingoutblood.

Iturnedandshewasn'tthere.Ilookedatthemirror

again,Shewasn'tthere.Myheartwasbeatingvery

fast..



Itookmyphoneandwalkedout...

MANDISA

Lwandlewalkedin..

Lwandle:Goodafternoon

Shethrewherbagonthefloor..

Me:What'swrong?

Lwandle:Iflunkedonmymathtest.Got20/50

Me:That'sunlikeyou

Lwandle:Ican'tconcentrateonschoolanymore,All



Iseeisherlayingdownonthekitchenfloorandus

draggingherlifelessbodytothecar.Ican'tsleep,I

can'tevengoonFacebookwithoutseeingapost

abouthershared

Me:Lwandlestopthisnonsenseplease!Nto-

Closethedoor..

Sheclosedthedoor..

Me:Shehadtogo,Shewasgoingtostandinour

wayofhappiness.Nowit'sgoingtobeyouandyour

babybrother

Lwandle:Idon'twannaliveinthathouse

Me:Lwandle!I'mdoingthisforyou,Forus!



Isighed..

Me:I'vebroughtyousomefood,Goandeat

Shewalkedout..

Me:Andstopfrowning!

NOMVULA

WefetchedLanga,Thenhedroveushome.

Igothome,MomandKhosiwerecooking.

Me:Goodevening



Mom:Evening

Khosi:Youlate

Me:That'sbecauseIgotajobtoday

Mom:Anotherselling?Whatareyousellingnow?

Avon?

Theybothlaughed..

Me:ActuallyNo

IputLangadown.Itookoutmyphoneandmy

accesscard..

Me:Texastobaccopremium,Istartedtoday



IshowedthemthepicturesItook.Theywerequiet

forawhile..

Khosi:That'soneofthebiggesttobaccocompanies,

It'snewbutdoingwellalready

Me:Yeap

Khosi:Whodidyousleepwith?Toscoreajobthere

withoutmatric?

Me:Noone..There'sagoodwomanwhowas

sellingatthemall,HerDaughterworksthere.She

hookedmeup

Mom:Woow..LookatGod



Mymomwalkeduptomeandhuggedme..

Mom:Godisworkingovertime,Youworking.Khosi

isabouttogetmarriedtoawhiteman

Me:Really?

Mom:Thiscallsforacelebration.Khosiput

everythinginthefridge.I'mgoingtobuypizza,cake,

andchampagne.Themallisstillopen

Khosi:Yaa

Mom:Nomvulabath,Khosi,MbaliandIwe'llgo..

ShouldwetakeLangawith?

Me:Nowefine



Mom:Khosifetchmypurse

Khosi:Okay

Mom:Anythingyouwantatthemall?

Me:I'mgood

Mom:Okay..I'msoproudofyou

Me:Thankyou

IpickedupLwaziandthebags,Thenwewenttomy

bedroom.

.
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AFRO

ItgetsboringaroundthehousewhenLangaisgone.

Idon'tknowhowsomeonesosmallcanhavesuch

animpact.Itwasveryquiet,Justmeandmy

Mother..

Mom:Ican'tbelieveImissLanga

Me:Idomisshimtoo

Mom:Heisaspecialone

Me:Indeed



Mom:Youknow,Idon'twannasaythisbut.Ilike

Nomvula,Ilikeherdetermination.Insteadof

completelygivingup,Shegotupandgotherown

Isatdownnexttoher..

Me:That'strue.Shehasbeatallodds

Mom:Iamproudtoevencallhermyanything,

Daughterinlaw,Daughter.She'samazing

Me:That'swhyIwantedtotalktoyou

Mom:Younotbreakingupareyou?

Me:No..Wegood

Mom:ThankGod



Me:Uhm..MyshareofDad'smoney,Iwannatakea

bitofittopaylobola

Mom:Ohhwow

Me:Ihaveabursary,Ionlyhave3yearstogo.We

nolongercountingthisyear,IcasayIhavetwo

years.ThenI'llstartworkingrightaway.She's

working,ThoughIdon'twanthertobestuckinthis

jobforlong.It'sagoodstartup,Shewillworkher

way

Mom:Iamsoproudofyoudoyouknowthat?You

Alwaysthinkofthepermanentthanthetemporary.I

amallforit,Igiveyoumyblessings.Ibelieveshe

willmakeajustwifeandajustDaughterinlawbut...

Me:But



Mom:Papiyouare20,She's19.Ineedyoutothink

aboutit.Thingsaregoodbetweenyoutoobecause

youhavejuststarteddating,It'sstillthehoney

moonphase.Youguyshaven'tseeneachotherat

yourworst.MarriageisveryhugestepSon,It'snot

somethingtotoywith

Me:Iknowbut..I'mverysureaboutherandIdon't

wanthertothinkI'mtakingherforajoyride.Ilove

her,IloveLangaandIdon'tthinkthere'saformula

towhenoneshouldgetmarried.Yeswegonna

haveourupsanddowns,It'sokay.If10yearsdown

thelinewefeeldifferentlyabouteachother,It'sstill

okaywewillseparatebutI'mgoingtoseizethis

momentI'mnotgoingtoplaywithher

Mom:Tellyouwhat?Howaboutwepayintlawuloto

askherfamilytocomelivewithus.Saymaybe15k,

Justoutofrespect.Performaceremonyandthenif

youguyscanlivetogetherforthisyearnextyear



thenwecanpaylobolatherestoftheamountthat

they'llbeasking

Me:Soundslikeadeal

Mom:10kforher,5kforLangaandifwetakeLanga

asourown.Weintroducehimtoourancestors,He

willhavetotakeoursurname

Me:Saynextyear,Whenwerunlobolatheyboth

takemysurname.I'mbigontraditionalweddings

Mom:Soundslikeadeal,Butit'llhavetohappen

afterdad'scleansing

Me:Fairenough..Thankyou

Shehuggedme..



Mom:I'msoproudofyouPapi

Me:Stopit..I'mabouttobesomeone'sHusband

andFather,I'magrownman

Mom:Tothem,Nottome!

NOMVULA

Mom:YoohfanakaGogoyena,Hecaneatpizza

Langawasstanding,Bothhandsbalancedonthe

coffeetableasmyMomfedhimpizza..

Ifthismomentwasgenuinelyreal,I'dappreciateit.

There'snowaythiswomancanhatemeallmylife

andonlylovemenowbecauseIhavestarted



working.I'mnotafool.I'llplayalongforpeace,But

monthendI'mgoing.Iamleaving.

IwasbusytalkingtoLisaonwhatsapp..

Mom:Vula

Ilookedather..

Mom:Youhardlysaidawordandonlyatetwo

slicesofpizza

Khosi:Phelashe'llbethrowingherweightnowthat

she'sworking,Weprobablynolongergoodforher

Me:I'mjusttiredthat'sall

Mom:Youshouldgetrestthen



Me:Ishould

Mom:Don'tworryaboutthedishes.Khosiand

Mbaliwillwash

Khosi:Mom!!

Mom:What?Younotworking,She'sworking

Khosi:I'mpregnant

Mom:Pregnancyisnotasickness

Me:I'llwashit'sokay

Mom:Youaregoingtosleep,Theywillwash.Mbali



takeVula'splatetothekitchen

Mbaligotupandtookmyplate..

IgotupandwenttopickupLanga..

Mom:Goodnight

Me:Goodnight

IleftherandKhosiarguinginthelivingroom..

BUDA

Thefollowingmorning,Wewokeuptoyetanother

meeting.IwantedNtonto'sfamilygone.Ibelieve

theGreatAuntisnothingbutawitchnow,She

probablyisstillmadoverthefactthatIditched



Ntonto'sMother..

Mkhonto:Usuyahlolamanje(Youtakingapissnow)

Me:She'smydaughter

G.Aunt:Wewillleave

Mkhonto:Khulu

G.Aunt:Thisboyissufferingforhissinsandhe's

goingtothinkit'sus.AfterallthatmyGreat

Grandchilddiedapainfuldeath,Iwanthertohavea

peacefulfuneralatleast

Mkhoto:Fine..Wewillleave

Buda:Thankyou



NOMVULA

MyMomhadpreparedbreakfastwhenIwokeup.

Cheeseandhamsandwiches.

Mom:Evenmadeyoualunchbox

Me:Weeatatwork

Mom:Ohw

Me:Lisawillbehere

Mom:Iwasthinking,MaybeKhosicanbabysit

Langaandyoupayher



Me:MsPatalreadybabysitsforme,Langaishappy

withher

Mom:Iknowthingshaven'tbeenwellbetweenus

but..Wetryinghere

Me:ThankyouMa,ButLangaisfineatAfro's

House

Weheardaknock..

Me:It'sLisa

Mom:Letherin..Iwannameether

.
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[AWEEKLATER]

SinceIstartedworking,Lifeformehaschanged.

Thewassomuchpeaceformeathome,MyMom

seemedtobeturningalittleagainstKhosi.Ihate

herusingmeagainsther,Ihateherpretendingbut

atleasttherewaspeaceformenowandLanga...

ItwasaSundaymorning,AdayafterNtonto's

funeral.Istillcan'tbelieveNtontoisnomore.A

cruelworldwelivein,Whowoulddothistoachild.

Thewerenoreportsofherbeingsexuallyviolated,

Causeofdeathwassaidtobeablunttrauma

againstherhead...



Ijustcan'tprocesswhatreallyhappened,There'sa

lotofloopholes..

Khosididn'tgo,MomandMbaliwentyesterday

they'llbebacklatertodaythough..

Khosiwasinthekitchenmakingherselfsomething

toeat..

Me:Goodmorning

Tookherawhiletogreetmeback..

Khosi:Goodmorning

Shehasbeenotherwisetome,Wellshe'sforever

beenbutshe'sworsenow..



Khosi:YouknowMomonlylovesyoubecauseyou

workingnow,Don'tgettoocomfortable.Incaseyou

loseyourjob,You'llbebacktobeingablacksheep

again

Me:Iseriouslydon'tcareifMomlovesmeornot,If

she'spretendingornot.Itdoesn'taffectmeinany

way

Khosi:Don'tlie,Youenjoythenewattention.Phela

wenayouwerenotloved,Thisisthefirstwereyou

actuallyloved

Me:YouareaveryangryPersonKhosi,Idon'teven

knowwhattheangerisabout.Howdoyougo

throughlifewithsomuchangerandhate?

Khosi:Idon'thaveangerandhateingeneral,Ijust

don'tlikeyou



Me:Why?

Khosi:BecauseIdon't

Me:OhwIsee

Khosi:Yes!

MANDISA

Mathi:See,Itoldyouitworks.What'sleftisforyou

toputitinhisfood,Thelaststep

Me:SinceI'mgoingbacktoday,Thatwillbeeasy.

Youhelpedmeagreatdeal,Thankyousomuch

Mathi:Womenlookoutforeachother



YesterdayBudacalledmeandtoldmethattodayI

shouldcomebackhome..

Mathi:Lwandledoesn'tlikeshewantstogo

Me:Changeofhomeandscenariohasneverbeen

easy

Mathi:Iguessso,Butit'sagoodchangesheshould

behappy

Me:Giveafewmonths,Shewould'veadapted

Mathi:True,Shewilladapt

BUDA



Ntonto'sfuneralwasabeautifuloneyesterday,The

schoolattended.ItwasbiggerthanIhad

anticipated.Hadtoholdtheserviceinahall,Itwas

big..

Herschoolfriendsspokeniceabouther,Theywere

allemotional.Ididn'tknowNtontohadsuchan

impactonherfriendsuntilyesterday..

Aroundthehouse,ItwasmyfamilyandGqibi's

familyleft.Theywereleavingtoosoon,Mandisa

hastocomebacklateron.

IputMbalidown..

Mbali:Daddy

Me:Yes?



Mbali:Idon'twannagobacktoGrandma'shouse

Me:Why?Ithoughtyouenjoyedstayingat

Grandmother'splace

Mbali:Iwannacomebackhome

Me:Mbaliwetalkedaboutthis

Mbali:GrandmaandKhosiareverymean

Me:Whathappened?

Mbali:Grandma..She..

Me:Shewhat?



Thembiwalkedin..

Thembi:Thefuneralwasbeautifulyesterday

Me:Itwasindeed

Thembi:Mbaliweshouldalsopreparetoleave

Mbaliheldmyhand..

Me:MayIhaveawordwithyou?

Thembi:Okay

Me:MbaliI'mcomingback

Mbali:Okay



Weexcusedourselvesfromtheroom...

AFRO

Mom:Papi?

Ilookedather..

Mom:Heeee..Tellme,IsFezidating

Me:Why?

Mom:Iwanttoknow,BecausehonestlyFeziis

supposedtohaveintroducedhisgirlfriendtousby

now.Supposedtobegettingmarriedorsomething



Me:I'mnotsureMa

Mom:He'syourBrother,Don'tyouguystalkabout

such?

Me:Wedotalk,Idon'tthinkthathehassomeone

fornow.Someoneserious

Mom:YaziIdon'tunderstand

Me:Don'tpushitMaplease..Whenhe'sreadyhe

willbringsomeone

Mom:Ihearyou

BUDA

Thembi:What'swrong?



Me:IneededtofindoutaboutMbali,Howisshe

adjusting?

Thembi:She'sadjustingverywell

Me:Idon'tthinkso,Sheseemstonotwanttogo

back

Thembi:Don'tforget.ThishasbeenMbali'shome

forallherlife,Kidsdon'tadapteasytochange.

Mbaliisfine,Shewillbefine

Me:IlostmyDaughter,Idon'twannaloseanother

one

Thembi:Mbaliismoresaferwithmethanhere,See

whathappenedtoNtonto.Idon'twantthesame

happeningtoMbali



Me:Iunderstandverywell,Andthankyoufor

everythingyoudoingforher

Thembi:Youdon'thavetothankme,Mbaliismy

Granddaughter.I'ddoeverythingforher

Me:Thankyouanyway

Thembi:Ithinkweshouldgotoo

Me:It'sokay,Thankyouforcomingtothefuneral

Thembi:Keepwell

MANDISA



Lwandlewasgivingmeaproblem,Shedidn'twant

toleave..

Me:Thisisnotupfordebate

Lwandle:I'mperfectlyfinehere,Idon'twannaleave

Me:Lwandle

Lwandle:Idon'twannagobackthere

Mathi:Lwandleyouwillgetusedtotheplace

Lwandle:Iwon't,Idon'twannagetusedtothat

placewhereMomkilledNtontointhekitchen

Me:Lwandle!!!



Mathi:What?

.
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MANDISA

Itwasquietforawhile,AfterLwandlesaidthat.It

wasI,Her,AndMathiintheroom..

Icoulddenythestatementbroughtforward,Butmy

ownDaughterwhois16cannotlie..

Mathi:What?



Me:FineLwandleifyoudon'twannaleave,Youcan

staybutIwastryingtogiveyouabetterlife

Mathi:OhhNo..Sheneedstogo,Ifmorepeople

hearofthis.It'sgoingtocausefire.Lwandledoyou

understandtheimportanceofkeepingsilentabout

this?Ifyoukeeponblabberingaboutthis,You

goingtoendyouandyourmotherupinprisonfora

verylongtime.Parentssometimesresorttocertain

thingswhentheytryingtoprotecttheirchildren

Lwandle:Fine.I'llpackup

Me:Mathi..

Mathi:Yoursecretisverysafewithmedon'tworry

Me:Thankyou



Mathi:Butwatchoutforthatone

Me:Iwill

NOMAKHOSI

Iwassittingoutsideonthestoepwithmyfriend

Anna.Iwastellingheraboutthesuddenchange

that'shappeningtoNomvula..

Anna:Ineversawthiscoming.YesImighthavenot

passedmymatricwellbut..HowdoesNomvula

withonlygrade11getsuchagoodjob?Ajobthat

needseducatedpeople?

Me:Andshe'sbeenworking,Foraweeknow.

Forgetaboutthejob,HowthefuckdidshegetAfro?



Anna:Exactly!

WesawJabuwalkingin..

Jabu:Ekse

Me:Hi

Jabu:IsNomvulaaround?

Me:She'swithAfro,ShesleepsthereonSundays

Jabu:WellIbroughtherunderwearback,Andher

bra

AnnaandIlookedathim.Itooktheplasticand



checked.Indeeditwasherunderwearandbra..

Me:Howdidshe??

Jabu:Ithinkyouknow

Anna:WaitNomvulasleptwithyou?

Me:When?

Jabu:Justgiveitbacktoher

Heleft...

Igotup..

Me:Let'sgo



Anna:Where?

Me:BathongwegoingtogiveNomvulabackher

things..Let'sgo!!

NOMVULA

Me:Sherubsmeoffthewrongway

Afro:ForgetaboutKhosi,She'snotworthyou

gettingworkedupon

Me:Ican'twaitformonthendsoIcanmoveout

Afro:Aboutthat



Me:Yes?

Afro:Canyoustayathomeforatleast3months?

Me:Why?

Afro:WellIaskedmymomifmyUnclescangoto

yourplaceandtalktoyourmother,Whatever

amounttheychargeforyouandLangatocome

moveinwithus

Me:Lobola?

Afro:Somethingofthatnature

Me:Areyouserious?

Afro:Momsaysweshouldlivetogetherforatleast



ayearfirstbeforewegetmarriedtoseeifwecan

survivethat

Me:Yes!

Afro:Okay..Ithoughtyoumightwan-

Ikissedhim..

Afro:Thinkaboutit

Me:Idon'thavetothinkaboutit,BecauseIloveyou

andyouloveme.Let'sdoit

Hespankedmythighalittle..

Afro:Thenwedoingit



BUDA

Mbalididn'twannaleave,Iquestionedheruntilshe

finallytoldmethetruth..

IchargedatThembi,Islappedher..

Mom:Buda!!

Me:Why?

ShelookedatMbali..

Me:IthoughtyousaidmyDaughterwassafewith

you



Mom:Ididn'traiseyoutoattackelders

Me:She'smolestingmyDaughter!!

Mom:What?

Me:ThisoldperverthagismolestingmyDaughter

Thembiwaslostforwords..

Mom:What?Idon'tthinkI'mhearingthiswell.You

molestingyourownGranddaughter?Your

Daughter'schild?

Me:IfyouthatsexuallyFustratedfuckengetyoua

Ben10even!

Thembi:Buda



Me:No!..Youhave30secondstoleavemyhouse

beforeIdosomethingIwillregret

ShelookedatMbali..

Me:Leave!!!

Thembi:Mbalihowcanyoulieonmelikethat?

Me:Mbaliwouldneverlie,It'snotinhernature

Mom:Leave!!YouareaFilthywomannowonder

yourDaughtercommittedsuicide!Anddon'tever

comebackhere!

MANDISA



Webideveryonefarewell,Thenwedroveto

Sandton.Lwandlewassittingintheback,Iwas

furious..

Ididn'tfeelliketalkingtoher,Notasyet..

NOMVULA

Pat:I'mgladyouagreed

Me:I'mgratefulAfroaskedme

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Afro:I'llgetit

Hewenttoopen,Iheardafamiliarvoice.Khosi

walkedinwithherfriend..



Khosi:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Khosi:Jabujustdroppedoffyourbraand

underwear,Thoughtyoumightneedthem.Hesaid

youleftthembyhishousethatweekendyouslept

withhim

Patdroppedthespoonshewasholding..

Sheplacedthemonthecounter...

Khosi:Justreturningthemback

Afrowalkeduptothecounterandopenedthe

plastic..



Khosi:Yaa..Nisalekahle(goodbye)

.
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NOMVULA

Pat:I'llgocheckuponLanga

Shewalkedaway..

Me:YouseewhatI'mtalkingabout?Myfamilyis

petty.Khositakingmyunderwearandbra,Pulling

suchalowstunt.ThisiswhatI'mtalkingabout



Afro:Whywouldshedothisnow?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ireallydon'tknow.Khosihatesme

that'swhy!

Afro:ThatSundaywhenyoucame,Whenwehad

sex.Youwereinpain,Alotofpain

Me:Ididtellyou,Iwasusi-

Afro:YouavoidedmeSaturday,Itriedcallingyou

andyoudidn'tpickup

Me:Afroyoupossiblycannotbelievethis

Afro:Lookmeintheeye,Andtellmeyoudidn't

sleepwithhim



Ilookedathimandshookmyhead,Tearswere

alreadyfillingupmyeyes..

Me:Ididn'tsleepwithhim

Afro:What'spissingmeoffisthatyoulookingme

rightintheeyeandlyingtome

Me:Afro

Afro:Didyousleepwithhim?

Iwipedmytears..Hehitthetable..

Afro:Rain!!



Ifreakedout..

Me:Iwasdrunk,Hegotmedrunk..IswearItwas

nothing

Hetookoffhisglasses....

Me:Iswearbabeitwasnothing

Iwalkeduptohimandtriedtotouchhim..

Me:I..Itwasastupidmistake,I'msorry

Afro:Donttouchmerightnow

Me:Babyplease



Hewalkeduptothedoor..

Afro:Just..Justdon'ttouchme

Me:Afroplease!!(crying)

NOMAKHOSI

Anna:Doyouthinkhebelievedus?

Me:WellIdon'tknow

Anna:Shecaneasilylie

Me:Idon'tcare,Butmyworkisdonehere

Thedooropened,MyMomwalkedin..



Sheseemedupset..

Ma:Khosiyoucan'tevenputapotonthestovehle?

Me:Ithoughtweweregettingtakeouts

Ma:Whattakeouts?Why?Whywastemoneywhen

youareavailable?I'msureNomvulacleanedand

youcouldn'tevenputapotonthestove?

Me:Iwasgoingtoputthepots

Ma:When?YouwerewaitingforJesustocome

back?

Me:I'lldoitnow



Ma:Don'tbother!

Shewalkedtoherbedroom..

Anna:Ishouldleave

Me:YeahI'llwalkyouout

NOMVULA

Patwalkedbackin..

Pat:He'sstillsleeping

Me:Ishouldtakehim,Andwegohome

Pat:Rain



Me:I'msosorry..I'mdeeplysorryforhurtinghim,It

wasn'tmyintention

Pat:Whathappened?

Me:Jabusetmeup,Mybiggestmistakewasfalling

forhistrap.Hegotmedrunk

Pat:Sohetookadvantageofyou?

Me:Yes

Pat:Whydidn'tyoureport?

Me:Whichcopwouldbelieveadrunkgirl



Pat:Sowhatwereyouhopingfor?Thatitwasgoing

tostayhiddenforever?Sleepingwithyourexwas

goingtostayhiddenforever?

Me:Feziwashelpingmeout

Pat:Fezididwhat?

Me:Iwantedtocomeclean,Fezicalledmeandsaid

hewasgoingtohandleit

Pat:Thisisamess

Me:Ishouldleave

Pat:Soyougoingtogiveup?

Me:I'vehurthimenough



Pat:DoyoustilllovethisJabu?

Me:Idespisehimwithallmyheart

Pat:Thendon'tlethimruinyourrelationship,Don't

lethimwin

Shesighed..

Pat:Gobath,I'llgettheicecream.Netflixhasgood

moviesforthisoccasion

Me:Wait?Younotmad?

Pat:Iwillbeifithappensthesecondtime



Me:ThankyouMsPat

BUDA

Mom:DoIleaveknowingthatshe'ssafe?

Me:Shewillbesafe

Mom:Istillcan'tbelievethis

Me:Metoo..TomorrowI'llhaveherthingsfetched

Mom:That'sbetter

Me:ThankyouMa

Shehuggedme..



Mom:Keepwell..You'vebeenthroughalot

Me:Iwill..ForMbali

Mom:WellthensendmylovetoMbali

Me:Iwill

AFRO

Charmainebroughtmeanotherglassofwhiskey...

Me:Thankyou

Charm:Idon'tsellalcoholtounderagekids



Me:I'm20

Charm:Youtheyoungesthere

Me:ButI'm20

Charm:IheardyoudatingmyGirl

Me:Was

Charm:Was?

Me:Shecheated,Sleptwithherex.I'mgoingto

breakupwithher

Charm:That'sunlikeVula,That'soutofcharacter

forher



Me:Itdoesn'tmatteranymore

Charm:Dumpingher?That'sextremedon'tyou

think?

Me:EitherthatorI'mgoingtokillher

Charm:Maybegoeasyonthealcohol

Me:I'mpayingSisCharm..I'mpaying

.
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FEZILE(AFRO'SBROTHER)

IgotacallfrommyMother,Ihadjustcameoutof

theshowerandpreparingtosleep.UsuallywhenI

amoutofthecountry,Usinganothersim.Theycall,

EitherIcancelthecallorletitringthencallright

after..

Icalledherback..

Me:I'mjustfromtheshower

Mom:Fezilewhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:I'msorry?

Mom:NomvulacheatsonAfroandyoucoverup?



Me:What?

Mom:Don'ttrytodenyit,Shetoldme

Me:Told?Ithoughtshe..

Mom:Hersisterbroughtherthingsback,The

underwearandbra.Shegotthemfromherex

Me:Iwasonlytryingtohelp.YouknowAfro,He

doesn'tdowellwithpain.Thenextthing,He'llbe

movingfarawaytogetawayfromthehurt.Doeshe

know?

Mom:ThatyoucoveredupforNomvula?Nohe

doesn'tknow

Iexhaledinrelief..



Mom:Don'teverdosomethinglikethateveragain

doyouhearme?

Me:Ipromise

Mom:Anyway..Howareyouandwhereareyou?

TriedyourSAnumber

NOMVULA

PathasbeenhelpingwithLangatoday,AndI

appreciateit.InthestatethatIwasin,Ineeded

sometimetoprocesseverything..

Afrowalkedintothebedroom,Iwasabitscared.I

don'twannalosehimhonestly,Idon'twannalose

myrelationshipoverthisstupidshit..



Afro:Youstillhere?

Me:Canwetalk?

Afro:Wetalked

Me:Wedidn't,Youwalkedout

Afro:Okay..It'sonly19:00,Wecantakeasmall

drive.Gotoanopenrestaurant,Talktherejustto

giveMomandLangasomepeace

Me:Okay..Wecango,Willyoubeabletodrive?

Heseemedalittletipsy..



Afro:I'mfine

Me:Okaylet'sgo

MANDISA

AtleastMbaliisrespectful,Comparedtoherbrat

SisterandmyBrat.WhenIwaspreparingdinner,

Sheofferedtohelpme.

Me:ThankyouMbali,Maybeyoucangositatthe

tableI'llbringtheplatesoffood

Mbali:It'sokay..I'lltakemine,Soyoudon'tcarrya

lotofplates

Me:Aren'tyouthesweetest?



Mbali:ShouldIgogiveLwandleherssinceshe's

notfeelingwell?

Me:It'sokay,We'llkeepitinthemicrowave

Mbali:AuntyMandymayIpleasewatchTVasIeat?

Me:Yesbabyyoumay

Ihandedittoher..

Mbali:Thankyou

ShewalkedtowatchTV..

Iopenedthecupboard,SprinkledwhatIneededtoo

forBuda.Putit,I'lltakeittothebedroomlater..



Ipickeduptheplateandwenttothelivingroom..

Me:YoualsowannawatchTV?

Buda:Noit'sokay..Wecaneatatthetable

Iputitonthetable..

Buda:Thankyoubaby

Me:Letmegetmine

NOMVULA

It'showhewasdrivingthatwasgettingtome.First

ofall,He'sshortsightedandalsotipsy...



Wedroveandthenhepulleduponadeadroad.We

haven'tsaidanythingtoeachothereversincewe

startedthedrive..

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Theroadwasn'tcompletelydark,Therewerestreet

lightsbuttheroadwasquiet.

Afro:Getout

Me:Getout?

Afro:Yes

Me:Why?



Afro:Youwantedtotalk,Let'stalk!

Igotout,Heremainedinthecarforafewseconds.

Hecameout,Hewasholdingagun.Myheartsank..

Hepointeditatme..

Me:Afroplease..Don'tdothis

Afro:It'llbeoversoonifyoujustholdstill

Me:Wheredidyouevengetthegun?

Afro:It'smyDad's..Hehadtwoguns,Itookitoutof

thesafeduringthefuneralprocessforsafekeeping

Iwaswearingadress,Ashortflowerysummer

dressandsleepers..Thedresshadshortsleeves..



Me:BabyPlease..Let'sjustgetintothecarandgo

home

Afro:Talkabout?There'snothingtotalkabout!You

sleptwithhimandthat'sthat.There'sno

explanationyougoingtogivethatwillmakeitany

betternormakemeunderstand

Me:Iswear..Iwasdrunkand..

Afro:No..Don'tblamealcohol,Youwantedtodoit

Me:Ididn'twannasleepwithhim

Afro:Youlovehim?

Me:Idon'tlovehim!..Iloveyou!



Afro:Butyousleptwithhim!

Me:Itwasamistake!

Afro:Cheatingisneveramistake!!

Me:I'msorryokay?I'msorry.Ididn'tmeantohurt

you!

Afro:Didyoukisshim?

Me:What?

Hecockedthegunandpointedittome..

Me:Okay..Okay..He..Yeswekissed



Afro:Didyouheuseacondom?

Me:Hedid

Afro:Whenyoukisssomeoneandit'saonenight

stand,Thewholeshitbecomespersonal

Me:I'msorry

Afro:LangawillbefineIpromiseyou

Me:Afro

Afro:Holdstill..It'llbeaquickpainlessdeath

Me:Afroplease



Hepulledthetrigger,Theimpacthadhimtakea

stepbackandthesoundmademyheartstop.Ifell

totheground..

MANDISA

Buda:Thatwasdeliciousbaby..Thankyou

Mandisa:Youwelcome..I'llcollecttheplates

Buda:It'sokay..Iwill

Me:IlikeMbali,She'ssweetandveryrespectful

Buda:Sheisindeed



Me:Raisedwell

Buda:Yaa

Me:What'swrong?

Buda:HerGrandmotherwasmolestingher

Me:Whaaaaaaat?

Buda:Imaginethedisgust

Me:That'sabsurd!Ican'timagine,Like..Thisis

insane

Buda:Iknow..AtleastIstillhavecontrolover

Mbali's500kfromherMother'spolicy.Tomorrow

remindmetogofetchherthings



Me:Certainly..PoorbabyIcan'timagine

NOMVULA

Hetookafewstepstowardsme.Hecrouchednext

tome..

Afro:Let'sgetyoutothehospital

Me:Youshotme!!(crying)

Afro:It'sjustafleshwound,I'mskilledinhandlinga

gun.Myfathermadesurethatmyhobbyand

Fezile'swaspaintballingandtheshootingrange.

FromsincewhenIwas9yearsold

Me:Youshotme!!



Myheartwasstillbeatingfast,Hehelpedmetosit

upstraight..Myleftarmwasburningandbleeding..

Afro:It'sjustafleshwoundbaby

Ipushedhimaway..

Me:Youalmostkilledme

Afro:Iwasn'tgoingtokillyou

Me:WhyAfro?

Afro:Let'sgetyoutothehospital,Sothattheycan

takecareofthebleeding



Hegentlytriedtoholdme,Tohelpmeup..

Me:Youshotme(crying)

Hewrappedmyrightarmaroundhisneck,Wrapped

hisaroundmywaistandthenhelpedmeup..

Afro:Let'sgoandgetyoutothehospital

Hetookouthist-shirt,Andtoreitthenwrappedit

aroundmyarmsoIdon'tbleedmore..

Hethenhuggedmeverytight..

Afro:I'msorry

Hekissedmeonmycheek



.
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NOMVULA

WedroveuptoaHospital,SoIcangetchecked.He

wasrightitwasafleshwound,Andtheywere

cleaningit.Theantibioticburnttoo,Butitwasn't

comparedtothepainandfearthatAfrosubjected

metoo.

TheDrwantedmystatement,Ididn'tknowwhatthe

helltosay.Iwasengulfedinconfusionandfear..

Thescenewasleftstuckinmymind..



Afrowasunbelievablycalm,Hewasverycalm.This

guyshotme,Almostkillingmeandthere'snosign

ofdiscomfortfromhim.

Afro:She'sbeenhavingthisthingwithherex,Her

babydaddy.He'sbeentroublingus.Myfiancéwas

outtomeetupwithhim,Idon'tknowwhyandshe

neversaid.Ireceivedacallfromherinpanick,I

tracedhercallandfoundheronthestreet.Bleeding,

Andhewasnowheretobefound

Dr:Haveyouevergottenaprotectionorderagainst

him?

Afro:Yes

Dr:WellI'llwriteareport

Me:No..Please,I'mtired.Ijustwannagohomeand



rest

Dr:But..

Afro:Wehavea6montholdbaby,Iknowthis

matterhastobetakentotheauthoritiesandwewill

takestrickmeasures.OurSonissurelymissinghis

Mothernow.MyFatherwasaformersergeant,He

passedon.Sincefromthen,We'vealwaysbeen

allianceswiththeforce,I'llcallone

Dr:Verywell..TheNursewillfinishwiththe

dressing,Getyoupainkillersandthenwewill

releaseyou

Me:Thankyou

NOMAKHOSI



Me:Canhedothat?

Mom:Hecan.HeholdssolecustodyofMbali

Me:Wellthere'snothingwecandonow

Mom:HowcanMbaliaccusemeofsuch?Suchfilth?

I'dneverdothattoher.She'smyGranddaughterfor

theloveofGod

Ialmostchokedonmyfood.Imean,She'sdoneit

tome.Howcansheforget?

Mom:I'mdisappointed,Nowwelost500k

Shehitthetable..

Me:Mom!



Mom:I'mgoingtodrinkmywinethensleep

Me:Goodnight

Mom:Goodnight

NOMVULA

Wedrovebackhome..

Afro:Howareyoufeeling?

Ikeptquiet..

Afro:Doyouwantustotalkaboutit?



Me:There'snothingtotalkaboutBongane,You

shotme

Afro:Okay..Firstnamebasis

(Silence)

Me:Whydidyoudothatthough?

Afro:Becausethat'showmuchyou'vehurtme.The

fearyoufeltasthegunwaspointedatyou,Wasthe

fearIgotwhenIheardthenews.Fearofus

breakingup,Fearofmylosingyou.Thepainyou

felt,Was10timesmoreofthepainIfeltdeepinside.

Iwasnotgoingtokillyou,IfIwantedtokillyouI

would'vehadanditwasgoingtobelesssettled

thanwhathappenedtonight.Ijustgotabroken

heartanddidn'tknowhowtoreacttoit



Me:Sowhat?Nowweeven?Ican'ttrustyou

anymore.HowdoIknoweachtimewhenyouget

angryyouwon'tpulloutthegun?

Afro:HaveyouseenmeMadbefore?

Me:Noyoualwayscalm,That'swhyyouscary.Are

youaPsychopath?

Afro:APsychopath?That'sdeepnow

Me:Normalpeoplegetmadandtrashthings,They

don'tremaincalmandshoottheirgirlfriends

Afro:IalreadysaidIwassorry,It'snotgoingto

happenagain

Me:Itwon't,BecauseIthinkyouandIneedabreak



Afro:Ahhcomeon

Me:Justgetmehome,AndmaywenotbotherPat

aboutthis

Heplacedhishandonmythigh...

Afro:I'mtrulysorrybaby,Ijusthadabaddaythat's

all.It'llneverhappenagainIpromise

MANDISA

Iknockedonherdoor..

Itriedopening,Itwaslocked..



Me:Lwandleopen

Tookhersometimebeforesheopened,Iwalked

in....

Me:It'sashame..Iamheresacrificingforyou,And

youactlikethis?Doyouknowthelifewearegoing

tolive?Nowthat'snothreat?

Lwandle:AreyougoingtokillMbalitoo?

Islappedher..

Me:Isaidthere'snothreatnow.Mbalieven

respectsmemorethanyou!Everythingisgoing

perfectly.You,Me,Buda,Mbaliandthebaby..But

hereyouare,Youwannaliveinthatdumpbackat

homeforever??Huh??



Lwandle:No

Me:Good!!Stopsulking!

NOMVULA

Wegothome,Hewaswalkingbehindme.Hetried

toplacehishandonmywaist..

Me:Don'ttouchme

Afro:Babylet'stalkaboutthisokay?

Iopenedthedoor,LangaandPatwereinthe

kitchen..

Pat:Wherehaveyoutwobeen?



Me:Wewentouttotalk

Pat:Whathappenedtoyourarm?Afrowhat

happenedtoyourt-shirt?

Afro:Wegotintoafight

Pat:YouhitNomvula?

Afro:Yes

Pat:Whaaaaaaat??Youraisedyourhandona

woman?

Me:MsPa-



Pat:Itdoesn'tmatterwhatyoudid,Ifhefeelsyou

twocan'tmovepassthisthenheshouldletyougo

andnothityou!Whatiswrongwithyou?I'mso

disappointedinyou!

Afro:Iknow..I'msorry

Pat:Sorrydoesn'tcutit,Ungibonisaamanyala!!

(Youshowingmefilth)

Afro:IknowandI'msorry

Pat:Argmaan!!Sies!!

Shewalkedaway..

Afro:I'lltakethecouch



Me:Goodidea!IwannasleepwithLangatonight

Iwalkedtothebedroom..

.
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NOMVULA

Tookmeawhiletofallasleep,Butafterthepills

fromthehospitalIfeltdrowsyandwasableto

sleep..

Iwokeupinthemorning,Readytoprepareforwork

whenInoticedLangawasnotnexttome.Ifreaked

out,Igotoutofbedandwentoutofthebedroom.



HewaswithAfro,Hewaspreparingbreakfast.That

wasaninstantrelief..

Afro:Goodmorning

IwenttoLangaandcheckedhim,Hewassittingon

thehighchair..

Afro:Hewascryingandyouweresleeping,You

werefastasleepandIdidn'twannawakeyouup.I

tookhim,Madehisbottleandputhimtosleep

again

Patwalkedin..

Pat:GoodmorningVulaandLanga

Me:Goodmorning



Pat:He'sawakealready

Afro:He'sbeenawakeandthensleptagainand

thenwokeup

Pat:Todaywegoingout,Mysisteristakingusto

themall

Me:Areyoumeanttoleavethehouse?

Pat:I'vebeenchainedhere,Ineedabitoffreshair.

Weneedsomegroceries

Me:That'snice,I'msureLangawouldlovethat

Pat:AndIwannapreparedinner,Fezi'sfavourite

dish.He'sflyingintoday,Alreadyintheplane



Afro:Feziiscominghome?

Pat:Letmegoandprepare,Youshouldpreparefor

worktoo

Me:Yesthat'strue

Pat:Yougoingtobeabletowork?Withyourhand?

Me:I'lltry

Pat:LetmemindLangathenyougobath

Me:OkayMa..Thankyou

ShetookLangafrommethenIwenttoprepare...



MANDISA

Me:Girls!!!

Usuallywhenfoodisprepared,Welayitdownon

thetable.SinceI'mgivingBudathepotion,Idishup

foreveryone..

MbaliwasthefirstonedownandBuda..

Mbali:GoodmorningAuntyMandy

Shehuggedme..

Me:Goodmorningbaby



Budacameandkissedmeonmycheek..

Theysatdown..

Me:Iwasthinking,MaybeIcandrivedowntofetch

Mbali'sthings

Buda:Areyousure?Itsoundslikeadangerous

quest

Me:We'llbefine,Plus..Weneedtochangeher

school,Idon'ttrustThembi.Shemightgotothat

schoolandstartnonsense

Buda:Youareveryrightaboutthat

Mbali:WegoingtoGrandmother'splace?



Me:Yestofetchyourthings.I'mmoreworried

aboutyourdocumentsmorethananything,When

wecomebackweshouldbuyyouclothes.Leave

thosethere,Atleastyouhaveotherclotheshere

thatyoudidn'ttaketoherhouse

Buda:I'lltransferyouguysmoney

Me:Thankyou

Lwandlewalkeddowninheruniformandschool

bag..

Lwandle:Goodmorning

Wegreetedherback..

Buda:Lwandle..It'sgoodtoseeyou,Ithinkyou



guysshoulddropLwandleatschoolfirst

Me:She'lltaketaxistoschool

Buda:Huh?

Me:Lwandlehatesme,Ithinkit'sbetterifherandI

keepourdistance..Fornow

Buda:I'lldropyouoffatschoolLwandleandyou'll

havetocomebackwithataxi

Lwandle:Thankyou

IwannagettoLwandle,ThroughMbali.Makeher

jealous,Untilshecomesbackintohersenses..

NOMVULA



IwasabouttodressupwhenAfrowalkedin.He

wasalreadydressed,Heliterallypreparedthe

breakfastalreadydressedup..

Afro:I'mgoingbacktoschool,Myclassstartsat

9am

Me:Goodforyou

Afro:HowmanytimesamIsubjectedtoApologise?

Younottalkingtome,Mom'snottalkingtome.It's

notniceItellyou

Me:Idon'tcareAfro

Afro:Ididn'tkillyou



Me:Youwereaimingtoo

Afro:IfIwantedtokillyou,Iwould'vedonethat

trustme

Me:Andyouproud

Afro:Iamseriously,Ididn'tthinkIstillhaditinme.

ConsideringIhaven'thandledagununtillastnight

Me:Youarea..YouaresomethingIdon't

understand

Helookedathiswristwatch..

Afro:15minutesbeforeyouleave,Iwanna

experimentsomething



Me:Really?

Helockedthedoorandwalkeduptome..

Afro:I'mgoingtofuckyou,IfIdon'tenjoyit,Orif

youdon'tgivemeaharderectionanymorethenit's

goingtobeaproblemforus.Ifthethoughtofyou

gettingfuckedmessesmeupmentallytonotbe

abletohavesexwithyou,Thenwewillcallitquits

Me:Youwantustohavesexafterwhathappened?

Afro:Wenothavingsex

Hedroppedmytowel..

Afro:I'mgoingtofuckyou!



Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthedressing

table..Hepulledgrabbedonmyhairandtiltedmy

headbackalittlethenhekissedme....

FEZILE

Iwasattheairportwaitingformyplane,Whilstona

phonecallwithJabu..

Jabu:EyyIdidn'ttellhim,Iwenttobringherback

theunderwearandbra.Shewasnotathome,Ileftit

tohersister.Shecalculatedtherest

Me:FuckyouJabu,Youcould'veburntthem.The

fuckyoubroughtthembackfor?Wecould've

boughtheranotherone

Jabu:EyyleavemealoneJoe,Uyezwa??



Me:Youluckythatwenotinthesamehood,So

whenI'minhoodkeepyourdistancebecauseI

swear..Iwon'tberesponsibleforwhatI'mgoingto

do

Jabu:Fuckyou!

Hehungup...

NOMVULA

Hedidstarttogetanerectionaswewerebusy

kissing,WhilstwewerehelpinghimtoundressI

wasgivinghimahandjob,Thenescalatedtoablow

job.Theblowjob,Didmakehimmorehard..

Heturnedmearound,Spankedmyass.Putmyleg

onthedressingtableandinsertedhimselfin.Ihad

bothmyhandsonthedressingtableforbalance.I



waswet,AndwhenhepushhimselffurtherinIfelt

aslightpain.Thenthepainincreasedalittle.

Ipushedhimbackalittle..

Me:Ahhhhh!!!

Hewhisperedonmyear..

Afro:YoumakingNoise

Hetookmyhandandpinneditagainstmyback,

Carefulnottobreakit..

Thenhejustwentforit,Butthemorehepumped

thepainseized.Itwasn'taspainfulanymore,This

wasourveryfirsttimenotusingacondom...



Seeingourselvesthroughthemirror,Seeinghim

fuckingmethroughthemirrormadememore

horny...

Pat:Rain..Vula!!

Afrostoppedandkissedmeonmyshoulder..

Myrighthandwastheonepinnedagainstmyback,

Hereleasedit..

Me:Ma??

Pat:PleasecomeandbreastfeedLangaalittle,AsI

makehisbottle

Afro:Wearenotstopping



Me:Wehavetoo

Afro:Ifyouslipmeout,I'mgoingtofuckyouhard

thatshehears

Me:Areyouinsane??

Afro:Iswear..Iwillpinyoudownandfuckyouhard

thatshewillhearyouscream

Pat:Rain??

Me:I'mcomingMa,Letmeputonmygown

Afro:Rain..I'mnotjoking

Me:OkayIforgiveyou



Afro:Youwillstopgivingmeattitude?

Me:Ipromise

Afro:I'lldriveyoutoworktoday?

Me:Yes

Pat:AwwVula

Me:Almostdone

Pat:Okay

Me:Afroplease



Hereleasedmeandthenslippedoutfromme.I

turnedbackandwalkedtothebedtogetmygown...

.
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Itseemedlikealongnight,Andalongmorningfor

me..IdidgotobreastfeedLanga,Afrowasinthe

bedroomforawhilebeforecomingout.Ithelped,

BecausewhenPatwenttobathAfrocameout.I

don'tthinkshesuspectedanything..

WhenIwasdonewithLanga,Iwenttodressup.



Afrodrovemetowork,Whenhedropsmeoffhe'll

gostraighttoschool..

Ashewasdriving,Ikeptonstealingglancesathim.

Icouldn'tbelieveit.Helookssocalm,Innocent,and

Wellmannered.Lastnightandthismorning,Was

outofhischaracterexceptforthecalmness..

Afro:I'mgettingaRedbul,Doyouwantsomething?

Me:I'dlikeonetooandapackofsnacks

Afro:Whatflavour?

Me:Dosurpriseme

Hereachedoutatthebackseatsforhisbackpack.

Heunzippeditandtookouthiseyedrops.He



removedhisglassesandputadroponeacheye.

Heclosedhiseyesforasecondwithhisglasseson

hishand,Thehandthatwasbyhismouth..

Me:Sobasicallyifyouloseyourglasses,Youwon't

beabletosee?

Heopenedhiseyes,Theywereabitwateryfromthe

eyedrops..

Afro:I'mjusttiredRain,Ihardlyslept

Me:Why?Yoursinscaughtupwithyoulastnight?

Burnedyou?

Hechuckledandshookhishead..

Afro:Ithoughtwewereoverthat,Ithoughtyou



forgaveme

Me:Youshotme!

Afro:Icancatchuponmissingonedayatschool,I

don'tknowaboutyou.It'llleaveabadimpressionif

youmissworkwhenyouhavejuststarted

Me:Yougonnashootmeagain?

Afro:Iamnotgo-..Justpassmetheboxoftissues

please

Ipassedhim..

Afro:Thankyou

Hewipedhiseyes..



Me:Willyoueverhitme?

Afro:Idon'thitwomen

Me:Soyoujustshootthem?

Heputhisglassesbackonandexhaled..

Afro:Ifitwasn'tformyMom,Ihadhopedthatyou'll

begoingtoworkwithmysperminsideofyou.See

howhotitis?Imaginethesmellbutkeeptalking

Hetookhiswallet,Andthenkissedmeonmycheek.

Hegotouttogoandgetthethings.Iwatchedhim

walktothegarage,Onehandinhispocket.The

otheroneholdinghiswallet.Hewasinbluejeans,

Whitesneakersandawhitet-shirt.Hefixedhist-

shirttohideoffhisbriefs..He'slightskinned,Pink



lips.GothiscomplexionfromhisMother,Curlyafro.

HedoeslooklikehisMother,Verymuchlikeher.

Patisbeautiful.

IwentonwhatsapptotextLisa.Apologizetoher

thatshecametopickmeupandIwasn'thome...

MANDISA

Thiswoman'shousewasbeautiful.It'snosurprise

though,Thembidoeslooklikeawomanwholikes

beautifulthings..

Thembi:Idon'tunderstand,Whyareyouhereand

nothim?

Me:Budadoesn'twanttoseeyou..Doyoublame

himthough?Afterwhatyou'vedone



Thembi:Youdon'tknowanything!Youcomehere

intomyhouse,Andthrowaccusations.Ihavenever

touchedmyGrandDaughterinsuchaway,Andit

killsmejustbythinkingofit.ThatIwouldbe

accusedofsuch.Mbaliwasjustfindingitdifficult

toadjust,Soshecookedupastory

Me:WhateverThembi,JustgivemeMbali'sthings

thenI'llleave

Mbaliwasinthecar..Ipreferreditthatshedoesn't

comeinside,My500kstepdaughter...

NOMVULA

Hewalkedoutofthegarage,SidebySidewith

somegirl.Theystoppedandchattedforawhile,

Afroalsohasthisfastdisappearingsmileand

chuckle..



Theycontinuedtalking,Thenshehuggedhim.After

thehug,Shewentbacktohercarandthenhemade

hiswaytoours..

Hegotin..

Afro:Igotthethings,Sorryittooklong

Me:Whywouldn'tit,Whenyouwereinsidechit

chatting,Makingfriendsandhuggingfriends

Afro:Youjealous?

Me:Hardly,Shecouldbemysavinggrace.Should

somethingpopupbetweenya'll.AtleastIwon'tbe

gettingshotatnomore

Hethrewtheplasticonmythighsandstartedthe



car..

Iopenedit,TookouthisRedbulandhandeditto

him..

Me:Afro

Afro:Putitaway,Idon'tfeellikedrinkingitanymore

Helookedserious,Kepthiseyesontheroad..

Me:I'msorry

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Babe



Iputmyhandonhisthigh..

Me:Baby

Afro:KancanceNomvula,Ihaveaheadache

Me:Okayke

Afro:Sharp

FEZILE

Theflightwasdelayedbyanhour,Weatherwas

bad..

IcalledmyMom..



Me:Mighthomelate,Flightdelayed

Mom:Aww..Iwasgoingtocookyourfavouritedish

Me:Docookit,Solongtheconnectingflightdoesn't

delaytoo

Mom:FezFez..

Me:Yaa?

Mom:AfroattackedNomvula

Me:Huh?

Mom:Doyouthinkthatweshould'vetakenhimto

counselling?



Me:Hewaswhat10?Thoughtthatmemoryfaded

andhedoesn'tremember

Mom:MaybeIshouldtalktohimaboutit

Me:Momno..We..I'msurehedoesn'tremember,I

tooktheblameremember?AfroremembersDad

abusingyou,AndmyshootingDadintheleg

Mom:That'sthething.WebusythinkingthatAfro

doesn'tremembershootingDubazana.Whatifhe

does?Whatifit'sasuppressedmemoryand

comingintoplaynow?

Me:Wenottalkingaboutthiswithhim.Afterthat

incidentDadchanged,Becameagoodhusbandto

you.Limitedhisdrinking,hisaffairsandwewerea

happyfamily.Afrojustreactedtohurt,Mostguys

would'vedonethat



Mom:Fezhedidn'tbeather,Shedidn'thaveany

bruiseotherthanherarmbeingbandaged.Whatif

heshother?

Me:Youreachingnow,IsDad'sguninthesafe?

Mom:Yes..Hemust'veputitinthereatnight

Me:Mom!

Mom:Afroissmart,IfIcanhaveitdustedforprints

I'msurehisprintsarethere

Me:Ofcoursetheyare.Dadinstilledthatbehaviour

onus,Taughtushowtohandleagun.Whenother

kidswereplayingsoccer,Wewereattheshooting

range



Mom:Andhisviolentvideogamesdon'thelpeither.

Idon'twantNomvulabeingmeandAfrobeinghis

Father

Me:I'lltalktohimwhenIgetthere,Don'tworry

Mom:Thankyou,BecauseI'mveryclosetobeating

himupnowifhe'sgoingtobeshootingwomen

Me:Don'tworryyourself,I'lltalknaye

Mom:ThankyouFezFez

Me:I'llbehomesoon..Iloveyou

Mom:Iloveyoutoo



NOMVULA

Igottowork..

Me:AreyougoingtofetchmeorshouldIridewith

Lisa?

Afto:I'llfetchyou

HetookoutR250fromhiswallet..

Afro:Forlunch?

Me:Ieatatwork

Afro:Airtime..Chocolate..Idon'tknow



Itookit..

Me:Thankyou

Hereachedoverandkissedme..

Afro:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Afro:Seeyoulater

Iopenedthedoor..

Me:Whowasthatgirlyouwerehugging?

Afro:Aclassmate,Thatgaragestudentsmostlygo



theretobuywhendrivingtoschool

Me:SoIhavenothingtoworryabout?

Afro:Iwon'tcheatonyou,IfIdon'twantyou

anymoreI'lltellyou

Me:Waitsothere'satimeyouwon'twan-

Afro:Celaphumetuu(Pleaseleave)

Me:Bye

Afro:ByeI'llfetchyoulater

Ibangedthedoor..



Afro:Skank!

Me:Asshole!

.
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AFRO

Haven'tbeentoschoolinalongtime,Myfirstday

aftersolongwasdragging.Ihadtoforcemyselfto

getthroughitandfullyfocusbecausemidyear

examswereapproaching..

ItwasduringlunchtimewhenIwassittingwithmy

bestfriendThabohavinglunch.Iwasbusytelling



TboseaboutRainandshowinghimherpictures..

Tbose:Yitosiyenanolie(She'shot)

Me:Toomuch

MyexKeri,Walkedintothelecturehallwithherbest

friend.Iputmyphoneaway..

Keri:MayIpleasehaveawordwithyou?

Me:Yeahsure

Igotupandwewentouttotalk..Thefirstthingshe

didwastoslapme,Thesecondtime.Iheldher

handhalfwaythroughbeforeshecouldslapme..

Keri:Youarenothingbutacoward!Youdumbedme



overthephone?Youdidn'thaveballsenoughto

facemeanddumpme?

Me:KeriIknowyouupset,IamsorrythatIhave

hurtyou

Keri:Whathappened?

Me:Imetsomeoneelse,Ifeltitwastherightthing

todoformetocomecleantoyouthanstringyou

along

Keri:Didyoueverevenloveme?

Me:YesIdid

Keri:Howdoyougotothat?Toeventuallyloving

someoneelse?



Me:IfeltmoreconnectedwithherthanIdidwith

you,Itwasbetterformetoletyougothanplayyou.

I'mtrulysorry

Shestartedcrying..

Me:Comehere..I'mtrulysorry,Itwasn'tmy

intentiontohurtyou

Ihuggedhertight..

Me:Ididn'tmeantohurtyou

NOMVULA

Istoppedforabreather.Myarmwasstartingto

ache..



VictorwalkeduptomewithaPoweradeanda

snackbar..

Vic:Here

Itookthem..

Me:Thankyou

Vic:Yazini,Youshouldn'thavecometowork.You

injured

Me:Iamokay.Ihadjuststarted,Ican'tbemissing

work

Vic:Yoursituationisunderstandable,Youinjured



Me:VicI'mfine,It'sjustafl-..Islippedonawet

floorandhurtmyselfthat'sall

Vic:Wellthebossesain'tpayingtoomuchattention,

Ifyouwannasitdownandtakeabreak.Doso

Ilaughed..

Me:Iwill..PlusI'llbegoingforlunchsoon

Vic:Letmegobacktomystation

Me:Sharp

MANDISA

Mbali:ThesearebeautifulAuntyMandisa



Me:Iknowbaby

Ipulledthesmallchairandsatdown..

Mbali:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfinejusttired,Gotrythatone

Mbali:Okay

Iwasfeelingsomeunexplainablepainonmywomb,

InoticedevenwhenIwenttopee.IthurtandIwas

bleedingalittle.Myurinewasbrownishandsmelly

Iwasn'tsureifit'sbloodorwhatbutitwasthat.It

wasgettingouthandnow,Thepainwasgettingout

ofhand..



Istretchedoutmyhandandpickedupmybag,I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledBudatotellhimabout

this..

NOMAKHOSI

Liz:Youcangoin

Me:Thankyou

IthoughtthatIhadthisallfiguredoutwithNomvula.

Ithoughtshewasgoingtocomehomeyesterday

cryingandtalkingaboutthingsendedbetweenher

andAfro,Nothingofthatnaturetranspired.Things

athomeforme,Aren'tlookinggood.SoIdecidedto

goandseeJohn..

John:Ifyouaskingforyourjobback,Forgetit!

We'vealreadygotsomeone



Me:I'mnotheretoaskforit

John:Thenwhyareyou?

Iunzippedmybag,Tookoutthepregnancytestand

threwitonthetable..

Me:I'mpregnant!

Hetookthepregnancytestandlookedatit.

John:HowamItobelievethis?We'veused

condoms

Me:Therewasatimewehadsexwithoutacondom

here..Inyouroffice!!



Helookedatitagain...

Me:DotherightthingJohn,Don'tbeadeadbeat

father

John:Okay..Wecan'ttalkaboutthishere,I'mbusy

rightnowandit'sbusyheretoo.LaterI'llcallyou

andwe'llmeetuptotalkmoreaboutthis

Me:Thankyou,ButfornowIneedmoney

John:Comeon!!

Me:Ineedmoney,Idon'thaveajob

John:I'mtransferringR2000,Isthatenough?

Me:Yes..Thankyou



Hetookhisphone...

MANDISA

MbaliandIhadtoditchtheshoppinghalfwayand

gototheDr.WithallthepainIwasfeeling,Iwas

tryingtostartmycarbutitwasn'tstarting..

Me:Comeon!!!

BudasuspectsthatImighthaveUTI,Ineededto

gettoaDrrightaway..

Mbalipassedmemyphone,IcalledBuda.

Buda:Babe



Me:Mycarisnotstarting

Buda:Howcome?Itdidn'tlooklikeithadproblems

Me:IneedtogettotheDr

Buda:Ihavesurgeryin5min

Me:BudaI'minpain,WhatifIlosethebaby??

Buda:TherehastobeaDraroundbabywhereyou

are,SearchforaDr

Me:Okay

Buda:I'llcallyouaftermysurgery



THEMBI

Idecidedtotalktooneofthesocialworkersatwork,

WithregardstoMbali'ssituation..

Her:Wecan'tjusttakeherawaytobeputwithyou.

Unlessshe'sinpotentialdanger

Me:Sheis..MyGranddaughterisindanger,The

stepmotherisuntrustworthy

Her:Still..Myhandsaretied.Mbaliisnotindanger

soyoucan'tjusttakeher.Youcan'tbegivenfull

custody,I'msorry

Me:Iwillfindyouproof!

Igotupandwalkedout..



Me:Youjustwaitandsee

.
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Idecidedtostopbyatthesupermarketandbuy

thingstocookdinnerwith,JusttofoolforMom.I

alsoboughtcakeatwoolworthsandabottleofher

favouritewine..

Ihopethedinnerwilleasehertension,Ihopeshe

willstopfightingwithmeandwefinallyhavepeace

aroundthehouse.Idon'tthinkshe'sangrythat



Mbalihasbeentakenaway,Ithinkshe'sangrythat

shewon'tbebenefitingthe500kanymore.Mymom

lovesmoneymorethananythinginthisworld,So

longyouhavemoney.You'llbeinherbooks,You'll

beherfavourite..

Johnseemstobecomingalongwellwiththis

wholething.He'sbeentextingmeaskingmeifI'm

surethatI'mpregnant,Ifthingsgoaccordingly.I

mightnothavetosufferthefateofbeingasingle

Parent..

NOMVULA

Lisa:I'msorry,Thissoundslikeamovie

Me:Iknow

Lisa:Afro?Glasses?Nerdlookingshotyou?



Me:Yes

IdecidedtotellLisawhathappened.Ifelt

comfortabletellingher,EvenifIlied.HerMomisa

seer.WhenLisatellsher,Nocawemightpickup

thatthestoryismadeup..

Lisa:Youshould'vehadthisJabuarrested.Even

thoughyouweredrunkandactuallyallowedit,But

youweren'tinasoberstateofmind.There'sno

possiblewaythatyoucould'vemadethatdecision

whilstyouweresober

Me:I'mjustgladheusedacondom,Heandmy

Sistertriedtoruinmyrelationships.Theyboth

failed

Lisa:YaaVulathisseemstoxichey.Youcheat,He

shootsyou.Whydidn'thejustwalkaway?Then



afterheactuallyforceshimselfonyouthenext

morningbyusingtactics.ThisisthereasonwhyI

don'ttrustnerds,Theytoosmartformyliking.

What'shiszodiacsign?

Me:Hiswhat?

Lisa:Whenwasheborn?

Me:15July

Shewhistled..

Lisa:Nowonder..Heacancer.Cancersare

Psychopaths,Theygoodmanipulatorstoo.They

willteachyouhowtobeassertiveinarelationship

becausetheygoingtoassertthemselvesinyourlife.

Theycomeoffasverycoldwhendoublecrossed,I

don'tthinktheyhaveaconscienceandtheybloody



smart

Me:Don'ttellmeyoubelieveinsuch

Lisa:Nojudgement,IfAstrologywasn'ttruethen

Afrowouldn'thaveshotyou

Me:Idon'tbelieveinthat

Lisa:Wellthenherecomesyourboyfriend.Though

searchhim,Mostguyswhoarelikethis.Theyhave

anunhealedorunresolvedchildhoodtrauma

Me:Ijustthinkhelosthistemperalittle

Afrowalkedtous..

Me:Ithappens



Lisa:Itdoesn'tjusthappen

Afro:Ladies

Lisa:Afro

Helookedatme..

Afro:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yes

Lisa:10111isittollfree?

Me:Lisa



Lisa:I'mjustaskingincasebulletsstartflying

Afrochuckled..

Afro:Forgotthefemalefriendprotection

Lisa:No.Ifyoudothatagain,You'llhavemetodeal

with

Afrotookoffhisglassesandwipedthem..He

lookedatLisawithhiseyesnarrowedalittle..

Afro:WhatyougonnadoLisa?Bashmeon

Facebook?Bashmeonthegirlfriendwhatsapp

group?

Lisa:Firstofallwedon'thaveagirlfriendwhatsapp

group.Secondofall,I'llbeawitnessandtestify



againstyou

Afro:Fortheretobeacase,Abodywillbeneeded

Heworehisglassesagain..

Lisa:Wtf?

Afro:I'msorrymyfatherwasacop,Iknowthelaw

tobeatitandthat'snotinexaggeration

Lisa:Yousobold!!Youhereadmittinginadvance

thatyouwillactuallykillmyfriend?

Afrolookedatme..

Afro:Ilikethisone..Keepher



Lisa:Ifyouhitmyfr-

Afro:IhaveneverhityourfriendandIwillnever

Lisa:IfyoushootheragainIw-

Afro:LikeIsaidyou'llneedabody

Lisa:Whereveryouburyher,MyMotherisaseer

shewillfindit!

Afro:Let'sgo

Hewalkedtothecar..

IlookedatLisa..



Me:Youatehimup

Lisa:Hethoughtheatebuthisplatewasfull

Me:ThatstatementaboutyourMother,Thatwas

badass

Lisa:Yaabuthescaredmewhenhenarrowedhis

eyes

Me:He'sjustplaying,Hehasareallydarksenseof

humour

Lisa:Idon'tknowaboutyoubut,Ithinkhewas

jokingaboutthetruth.Hecanactuallydoit

Hehonked..



Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow

Shehuggedme..

Lisa:Callmewhenyougethome

Me:Iwill

MANDISA

Budawasright,ItwasaUTI.WhentheDrgaveme

themeds,Thepaingotbetter.IthoughtIwasgoing

todie..

Budastillhadhissurgery,SowhenIwasfeeling

betterMbaliandIdrovehome..



Iwascompressed.Imademywaytothebathroom

topee.Theburningsensationandthatdragging

feelingonmywombwasstillthere.Iwipedmyself

andwalkedout.Iwashedmyhandswhilstlooking

inmymirror.Ithensuddenlyfeltthiscoldbreeze.

Themirrorgotfoggy.ThenIsawawritingonthe

mirror"Murderer"..

Iclosedthetapandtookafewstepsbackwards,I

lookedaround.Iwasaloneinthebathroomwhena

voicestartedgoingaroundintheroom.Itwasn't

Ntonto,ItwasGqibi..

"Murderer"

"Homewrecker"

Thoseweretheonlywordssaid...



IlookedaroundagainandIsawher,Standingthere.

Herfacelookedpale,Eyespuffy.Drylips,Ligature

marksaroundherneck..

Gqibi:Murderer!..Homewrecker!!

Shedisappeared.Myheartwasalreadybeatingfast.

Ifeltthehairsatthebackofmyneckstand,Iturned

aroundandshewasstandingbehindme.Sheput

bothherhandsonmytummyandpushedmeback..

Ifellbackwards...

BUDA

Ilookedattheintern..

Me:I'msureyou'llbeabletothepatientup



Intern:YesDoc

Nurse:Isitadvisable?

Me:Itwasjusttheremovaloftheappendix,

Stitchingthepatientupistheeasiest

Intern:Itactuallyis

Me:Exactly

Iremovedmyglovesandthescrubs,Thenwalked

outoftheERtowashmyhands.Iwantedtorush

hometoseeMandisa..

TheERfrontdeskNurserushedtome..



Her:Doc

Me:Yes?

Her:AlwandleandMbalicalledjustnow

Me:Okay?

Her:Lwandlesaidsheheardsomethingfallingin

yourroom,Checked.Foundhermotheronthe

bathroomfloor.Lefteyeandsidetwitching

uncontrollably,Droolingfromtheleftsidecornerof

hermouth.Slurredspeech,an-

Iclosedthetap..

Me:She'sfuckenhavingastroke,Sendparamedics

tomyhouserightnow!!Now!!Now!!



Her:YesSir

.
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ImadesurethatMandisawasbroughtinasquickly

aspossiblewiththekids.Iwantedtobetheoneto

attendtoher,ButIcouldn't.Headsurgeondecided

totakethisbecauseitwasclosetomeandthey

didn'twantmetoputmyemotionsforward..

Iwasbusypacingupanddown,Lwandlewas

worried..



Headsurgeonwalkeduptous..

Ilookedathim..

Surgeon:Minorstroke

Me:Asanticipated,Atleastaminorstroke

Surgeon:Gonnataketimeforhertofullyrecover

though,Itwillalldependonthehealingprocess

Me:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenwegetthere..

Whataboutthebaby?

Surgeon:Yaaaboutthat



Helookedatthekids..

Surgeon:Maywediscussthisinprivate?

Wewalkedawayfromthekids..

Me:Whatisit?

Helookedatme..

Me:Thebabyisfineright?

Surgeon:Thereisnobaby,Thewasnobaby

Me:What

Surgeon:Lookatthis



Ichecked..

Surgeon:Begnintumor

Me:No..Thismakesnosense

Surgeon:Ithasgrownandmultiplieduncontrollably

Me:Mandisawaspregnant.We'vebeentoDoctors

andeverything,Thereweretestsmade,Sonar..She

waspregnant!!

Surgeon:Wewouldliketooperateassoonas

possible,Becauseit'sjustgonnakeepongrowing

Me:Thisdoesn'tmakeanysense,Itmakesno

senseatall!



NOMVULA

Whenwegottohishouse,Patwaspreparing

dinner..

Pat:Ahh..Rain,Iwashopingyouwouldjoinusfor

dinner.Fezileisonhisway,Wouldappreciateitif

wecouldallhavedinnertogether

Me:Idon'tknow..Ishouldbehome,Idon'thave

clothestowearanymoreespeciallyunderwearand

bra

Afro:Youcanweartheonesyouleftatyourbaby

daddy'shouse.TheonesyourSisterbroughtalong?

Pathitherwiththedishcloth..



Pat:Whydidyouhavetosaythat?

Afro:Shesaidshedoesn'thaveanythingtowear,I

wasofferinghelp

Me:MaybesomeothertimeMsPat

Pat:I'lldriveyouhome

Me:Youdon'thavetoo

Pat:Iwanttoo

NOMAKHOSI

Mom:KantiNomvuladoesn'tlivehereanymore?



Me:Nomvulauyakipita(She'scohabitating)

Mom:Thenshe'sgoingtocomebackwithyet

anotherbaby

Me:Ithasn'tbeenlongsinceshefoundajob,

Shouldbeconcentratingonimprovingherlifeand

herSon'slife

Mom:YaziGqibiwastheonlyonewithsense!You

pregnant,NomvulaisouttheredoingLordknows

what.There'snolongerrespecthereinthishouse

Me:KodwaMama,IdidsayI'llgobacktoschool

nextyear.IspoketoJohn,Heacknowledgedthe

babyjustwaitingforustotalkfurther

Mom:Haisukamaan!!



BUDA

Ikeptoncheckingherchart,Thetestsdone.X-rays.

Itwastrue,Shehasabegnintumorgrowinginside

ofher..

Surgeon:Ihavesentwordforthepsychologisttobe

presentwhenwetalktoheraboutthistomorrowso

wecanremovethetumor

Me:Thisisgoingtobehardonher

Surgeon:Iknow..Althoughit'sbegninbutstillwe

havetoremoveit,Itwillaffectmostofherorgans.

Bladder,Kidneysetc

Me:Uhm..Medicallyshe'sdeemedunfittomakea

decisionlikethisright?



Surgeon:Don'tdothis

Me:Iwillsignaconsentformthatthesurgery

shouldgoon

Surgeon:She'sresponsive,She'sconsciousitnee-

Me:Shejusthadaminorstroke,She'snotfitto

makesuchdecisions

Surgeon:Fine..You'llmakeitonherbehalf

Me:Thankyou

NOMVULA



Weparkedoutside..

Pat:Iwon'tgoinside,Outofrespect

Me:It'sokay..Thankyoufordroppingusoff

Pat:GuessI'llseethislittleguytomorrow

Me:Yes..We'llseeyoutomorrowmorning

Pat:Byebaby..I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:SaybyeGranny

.
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BUDA

Thedrivehomewasaquietone.Thegirlswere

sittingatthebacksayingnothing.Iwaslostdeepin

mythoughts,Tryingtomakesenseofeverything.I

knowI'mnotgoingcrazy,I'vefeltthebabykicking.

We'vebeentotheDrfromthestartofher

pregnancy,Shewaspregnant..

Wegothome,AndIneededtotalktothegirls.Make

themunderstand..

Theysatonthecouch..

Me:Ineedtotalktoyouguys



Iwipedmytearsbeforetheycouldfall..

Me:Aswesaw,Momissick.She'sgoingtobeat

thehospitalforalittlewhile.I'mgoingtotaketime

offwork,Getyouguyssomeonewhoisgoingto

helpus

Mbali:Isshegoingtobeokay?Orisshegoingto

dielikeMommy?

Me:She'sgoingtobeokay

Lwandle:It'smyfault,Imadeherangry

Me:No..No..No..It'snotyourfault.It'snoone's

fault,Weneedtobestrongforwhenmommy

comeshome.She'sgoingtoneedallthehelp,MayI

countonyouguys?



Mbali:Yes

Lwandle:Yes

Me:Youguysgoandbath,I'llpreparesomethingto

eatthenwe'llmakesurethatyourschoolthingsare

wellpreparedfortomorrow

Lwandle:Okay..Let'sgo

MbaliandLwandleseemtobegettingalongwell,

Veryrespectfulandcalm...

NOMVULA

Mymomwasinhermoods,Yellingandshit.She

wasn'tonlyonmythroat,ButKhositoo.



Myphonerang..ItwasBuda..

Me:Hey

Buda:Hi

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Buda:Mandisaisinthehospital,Stroke

Me:What?

Buda:Sheuhm..Lostthebabytoo

Me:When?Howdidthishappen?

Buda:I'mnotsure..Iwasaskingifcouldyouplease



comehelpmewiththekids.I'llpayyou,Ineeda

minder

Me:I'msorry..Ifoundajob

Buda:Ohw..IsKhosistillworking?

Me:Notatall

Buda:Pleaseforwardmehernumber

Me:Noproblem,I'lldosoassoonasyouhangup

I'llalsoinformher

Hehungup..

Me:Wow!!



AFRO

Me:Feziwillbeherein2hourstime

Mom:That'sgood..Atleasthe'ssafe

Me:Yaa

Mom:Canwetalk?

Me:Yes

Mom:Rememberwhenyouwereyoung,AndDad

usedtocomehomedrunkonweekendsandhe

wouldbeatmeup?



Me:Whyarewetalkingaboutthat?

Mom:Afro

Me:IknowwhatIdidtoNomvulawasnotgood,I

promiseIwon'tdoitagain.Iwashurt,Iwasmad.I

justwantedhertofeelthepainthatshehascaused

me

Mom:IknowPapi,Butuhm..Doyourememberthat

day?When..FezishotDadintheleg?

Me:Iremember

Mom:Whatdoyouremember?

Me:Yes..FezigotaholdofDad'sgunandheshot

him



Mom:That'sallyouremember?

Me:YesandDadneverhityouagain

Mom:I'msorryyouhadtowitnessthat,Iknowyou

sawDadasyourrolemodelandhebetrayedyou.

YouandFezi

Me:Iknowbutweoverthat

Mom:I'mglad..YouandRain?

Me:We'llbefine

Mom:Stillwannabewithher?Marryher?



Me:Yes

Mom:ThenI'mglad

Me:I'meating..Feziisdelaying.Ineedtosleep

early

Mom:Iunderstandbaby

NOMVULA

WeweresittingintheloungeasIbrokethenewsto

them..

Mom:Thisisfantastic!

Me:MandisaissickMa,There'snothingfantastic

aboutthat



Mom:Stroke..Shemightnotrecover,Lostthebaby

too..Shewon'trecover.Khosicantakeupthatjob,

AndBudaisbacktousagain

Khosi:What?

Me:BudaisGqibi'shusbandMa

Mom:Gqibiisdead..Culturallythisisnotbad.How

manypeoplemarrytheirsisterinlawandBrotherin

law?

Khosi:Idon'tevenlovehim

Mom:It'snotaboutlove.He'srich,Hasapowerful

careerdon'tstart



Me:Doesn'tKhosihaveababydaddyorsomething?

Khosi:Ofcourse

Mom:Shutupaboutthat!!Youreallythinkawhite

manisgoingtomarryyouandleavehiskind?Call

BudatomorrowmorningI'llbedrivingyouthere

finishandklaar

.
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NOMAKHOSI



[AWEEKLATER]

Thiswholechildminderthing,Becameasuccess.

BudawillpaymeR2000everyWeek,Justtoget

hereat6am.Makesurethekidsarepreparedand

atetogotoschool,Cleantheirrooms.Dotheir

laundry,PreparedinnerandI'llbegoneat18:00.IfI

pullalongershiftI'llbepaidmore..

Mandisaisduetocomebackhomesoon,Iheard

she'sstillstruggling..Budaalsowantsmetohelp

Mandisawhenshecomesbackuntilsherecovers,

That'sgoingtobemorepayforme.Ididn'tthinkhe

wasthisfinancialstable...

Mbaliwasbackatheroldschool...

Lwandlepackedupherbooks.Lwandleistheone

withastretch,Shestillattendsschoolinherhome.

Ihavetodriveherandfetchher,WhilstMbalihas



transportation.Hersisabitcloser,30mindrive...

ItriedcallingJohnagain,HesentmeR2000,SoI

couldabort.Saidhewantstobenopartofthe

pregnancy..That'sthemajorreasonwhyItookup

thisjob,Toearnasalaryandgetawayfrommy

Mother..

Budagavemehisoldcar.SinceI'llbedrivingmost

ofthetime..ToyotaCH-R.

Me:Areyoureadytogo?

Lwandle:Yes

Me:Let'sgothen

NOMVULA



ThingsbetweenAfroandIweregettingbetter.We

resolvedourdifferences,Therehasbeen

forgiveness.It'lltakesometimeforustoforget

whathappenedasindividuals,Butasfarasour

relationshipgoes.Weworkingonit,Westillwanna

beineachother'slives.Westillloveeachother.

Workwasstillgoingwell,Iwasadapting.Iwas

workingadifferentstationthisweek..

LisaandIwerehavingcoffeeandvetkoeks,Igetto

workearlyatleast30min-1hourbeforeforbreakfast

andachatwithLisa.

Weareveryclosenow,Shedoesn'thavemuch

friendsandIdon't.It'sjustus,AndI'mhappy

becausealotoffriendscreateproblems..

Lisa:I'mtellingyou,Thebigbossgotawordthat



youareverydedicated,Hardworking,Andeagerto

learn

Me:Iam..Atfirstitwashard,Butnow.I'mstarting

toenjoy,Ihavenointentionsofworkingthere

foreverthoughhenceI'mtakingnotes.Thetobacco

industryisnotasdifficultasIthought,Iwould

reallyliketoownmyowncompanysoonoroneday

Lisa:That'sverygood.Don'tdownplayyourdreams,

Nodreamistoobigtoachieve

Me:Yaa

Lisa:HowarethingsbetweenyouandAfro?

Me:Surprisinglyenough,Thingsaregoingwell.We

arefixatedonworkingitout



Lisa:I'mglad

Me:Lifeseemstobepeaceful,Ihopethepeace

lasts

Lisa:Itwill

AFRO

Myfirstclasswascancelledthismorning.Just

droppedoffRainatworkandcameback..

Fezi:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Fezi:Ihaveneverrestedsowellbefore



Me:Youdolookwellrested

(Silence)

Me:Iwannatalktoyouaboutsomething

Fezi:Yaa?

Me:MomandItalkedaboutusshowingupat

Rain'splace.Todorightbythem,SoRainand

Langacancomestayhere

Fezi:Ohwyashedidsay

Me:ShewantsustodoitafterDad'scleansing



Fezi:Asitshould

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhy,HowisDad'scleansing

linkedtomygettingmywife?

Fezi:Idon'tknowhowthesethingsworkbutyaa

that'showtheywork

Me:Ithinkweshouldgoaheadwithit,Raincan't

stayatherhomeforever.It'satoxicenvironment.

She'sworriedthatherMothermightmilkheroffher

salary

Fezi:Iunderstand..YouwantmetotalktoMom?

Me:Yesplease

BUDA



Iwasfromanightshift,Butdidn'tgohome.Itwas

Mandisa'ssurgerythismorning.Theywere

removinghertumour..

Nurse:Youlooklikehell..Coffee?

Me:IfIdrinkcoffeethenIwon'tbeabletosleep

whenIgethome

Nurse:She'sgoingtobefine,It'sjusttheremovalof

thetumor.Theheadsurgeonisdoingit

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:YaaIsupposeso,Justwanttobeherewhen

she'sdone



Nurse:Okay

Shesatdownnexttome..

Nurse:Iknowthisisgoingtobeoutoflinebut

Me:But?

Nurse:Ireallythinkyoushouldconsultsomeone

aboutthis

Me:Thisisthebesthospital

Nurse:Traditionalhealer

Me:Huh?



Nurse:Shegetsstrokeoutoftheblue,Pregnantbut

notpregnant.Trustmethiscouldbemorespiritual

thanitisphysical

Ithoughtaboutit..

Nurse:Youhavenothingtolose

.
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BUDA

Itwasindeedatumorthatwasremovedfromher.

Thesurgeonletmeseeit.Itwasbig,Whichmade

memoreconfused.Icouldswearthatshewas



pregnant,Itwasverycleartome,Tous..

Surgeon:Itcould'vebeenphantompregnancy,The

tumorgrewandsheimaginedherselfpregnant.

Thenherbodyadaptedtoit

Me:Itjustdoesn'tmakesense

Surgeon:I'msorry

Hepatmeontheshoulder..

Surgeon:I'mtrulysorry

Iwipedmytears...

Me:I'mgoinghome



FEZILE

Iparked.Stickswalkedoutofhiscartomine..

Sticks:Fez

Me:Sticks

Sticks:Soyouwannadothis?

Me:Nakanjani

Igavehimtheenvelope..

Me:Howareyougoingtodothis?



Sticks:Ican'ttellyou

Me:Sticks

Sticks:FezIdon'ttellmysecretsonhowmeand

myguyshandlethings,Justknowit'llbehandled

Me:Comeon

Sticks:Jabudrinksatsometarven,Wegethim

there.Startshitwithhim,Thenhegetsstabbedto

death

Me:Butthat'sjail

Sticks:R1500bailforeachofus,Casewill

unexpectedlygocold



Me:Isee

Sticks:I'mnotanamateurinthis,Trustme

Me:Naapoi,Idotrustyou.Thankyou

Sticks:ThenwhatthatOkedidtrulypissedyouoff

Me:Youhavenoidea!

JabuiswhatstandsinbetweenAfroandRain,

Findingtheirtruehappiness.Ididwarnhim,He

didn'thidmywarning...

MANDISA

Iwokeupinpain.TheAnaesthesiawasstartingto

wearoff.InoticedmyNurseintheward,Icoughed.



Shecametomyaid.

Nurse:Goodday

Inoddedalittle.Talkingisstillamissionforme..

Idoknowthattheydidsurgeryonme.Toremovea

tumor.Idon'tthinkit'satumor,Iwaspregnant.The

wasababyinsideofme.Ifelthimmove,Ifelthim

kick.MyDoctorconfirmed,Iwasverymuch

pregnant.Ican'tbelieveBudaallowedthemto

operateonme,Theyhaveremovedmybabyand

burnthim...

Nurse:Youshouldrestagainabit

Ishookmyhead..



Nurse:Youneedtoo,Youstilldrowsy

Ishookmyheadagain..

Nurse:Wouldlikesomethingtodrink?

Inodded..

Nurse:Water?

Ishookmyhead..

Nurse:Juice?

Inodded..

Nurse:I'llgetit



Ihatethatthisistheonlysourceofcommunication.

Asksme200differentquestionsbeforegettingto

therightone.Iwantmyspeechtherapisttohelpme

already,SoIcanbeabletospeakoncemoreat

least...

NOMVULA

Itwasmylunchbreak.Ireadthetextoverandover..

Victorcametositnexttome..

Vic:Areyouokay?

Me:Myboyfriend,Hisfamilywantstotalktomy

familythiscomingweekend



Vic:That'sgood..Isn'tit?

Me:Itis,ButmyMotherisn't

Vic:I'msureeverymotherwouldbehappyand

thrillediftheirDaughterwalkedoutofhomeinthat

manner

Me:AnyMother,Butnotmine

Vic:Justprayaboutit

Me:I'lldo..Thankyoufriend

NOMAKHOSI

Budawalkedin.Iwaspreparinglunch.Mbalicomes

first,ThenwedrivetogetLwandle..



Buda:Goodday

Me:Goodday

Budaisagoodlookingman,Agoodlookingdark

skinnedman.Ifyoulookathimnotthorough

enough,You'dthinkheisfromourneighbouring

countries.Hisfullfacecleanbeard,Hisbigeyes,

Andhowwellbuilthisbodyis...

Heunbuttonedhisshirtashewalkedin..

Buda:I'mgoingtoshowerandthenhitmypersonal

gym

Me:ShouldImakeyousomethingtoeat?



Buda:Justcoffeeplease

Me:Thatisall?

Buda:Thatisall..Thankyou

Heremovedhisshirt..

Iwentbacktopreparingthesandwiches..

Me:IamwaitingforMbali,ThenI'llgogetLwandle

Buda:Whenyoudonepreparingthesandwiches,

YoucangoaheadandfetchLwandle..I'llbehome

whenMbaliarrives

Me:Okaynoproblem



Ilookedathimwalkingtothestaircase.Howdid

Gqibicometogetsuchaman?WellGqibiwas

uptight.Reserved,Nofun.Maybehewasattracted

toherforthatandbythat,Shefittheperfectwife

picture..

Hehadawellbuiltupass,SameasthoseMenwho

playRugby..

Iexhaled..

Me:ComeonKhosi,ThisisyourSister'sgrieving

husband

MANDISA

AsIwassleeping.Iheardcriesofababy.Itriedto

ignorebutstill..



Islowlyopenedmyeyes,AtthecorneroftheroomI

sawGqibi.Shewasholdingababyandthebaby

wascrying.Myvisionwasabitblurrybutitwasher.

Samedress,AswhenIsawherinthebathroom.

Whenshecausedmeastroke..

Ilookedather,Sheturned.Theblanketshewas

wrappingthebabywith.Itfelltothefloor.Revealing

ababythatwasburnt..

Ifreakedout..

MySon..IknewIwaspregnant,Iknewtherewasa

baby.Budaletthemremoveandburnmybaby..

BudaletthemkillourSon..

Myeyeshadtearsalready,Gqibidisappeared..



Iclosedthem..Myheartstartedbeatingfast,AndI

hyperventilated..

TheNurselookedatme..

Sheranuptome..

Nurse:Areyouokay?

Ijustlookedather..

Nurse:I'llfetchtheDr

Sherushedout....

THEMBISILE(NOMVULA'SMOM)



MyworkfriendandColleaguePhumzilecamewith

herplateoutsideandsatnexttome..

Phumi:Aren'tyouhungry?

Me:No..Indeepthoughtsrather

Phumi:Yini?(What'swrong)

Me:Iwantedtosneakinwine,Butcouldn't

Shelaughed..

Phumi:Awukahle(Stopfoolingaround)

Me:MyDaughterKhosi,Sheworksformylate

Daughter'shusband.Lookingafterhiskids



Phumi:IthoughtuMbhemhadapregnantwoman

Me:Shegotstroke,She'sacabbage

Phumi:Kwabakubi(Thatisbad)

Me:IwantKhositotakeover

Phumi:Hayi!!

Me:PhumiIhave3girls.Onelate,Imadesurethat

thesegirlsaregoingtogetwelloffmen.Iwasn't

goingtobecomfortablewiththreeuselessgirls

crowdingmyhousewithchildren.Exceptformy

lastborn,Nomvula.Atleastshegotajob.Iamold

Phumi,Iwannaretire.Iwantthesegirlstotakecare

ofme,Iwannalivelavishlyandcomfortablyattheir

expense.TheywillmarrywellfinancialstableMen,



Whethertheyareinlovewiththemornot

Phumi:WehluleThembi!Youdefeatme

.
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BUDA

Iwashelpingthegirlsdothedishes,Khosileft

aboutanhourago..

Me:HowareyouguysfindingKhosi?

Lwandle:She'sokay



Me:Mbali?

Mbalishruggedhershoulders..

Me:Heycomehere

Iwipedmyhands.Icroucheddowntoherleveland

heldherhands..

Me:IknowthatthingsweredifficultatGrandma's.

IfKhosievermistreatsyou,Iwantyoutotellme

okay?

Shenodded..

Me:Nomatterhowmuchshethreatensyou,Ineed

youtotellme



Mbali:Iwill

Me:ThatgoesforyouLwandle,Ifyougirlsfeel

uncomfortablewithherinanyway.Pleasetellme

Lwandle:Wewill

Iwentbacktowashingdishes..

Lwandle:MayIgotomyroom?Thedishesare

almostdone

IhavecometorealizethatLwandledoesn'tlike

beinginthekitchenthatmuchoften.Also,Shehas

nightmares.SometimesI'dhearherscreaming,Or

hearhersneakingintoMbali'sroomtosleep.

LwandleisoccupyingNtonto'sroom.Maybeshe's

gettingnightmaresfromthat,Weneedtodothe



cleansingforbothNtontoandGqibiassoonas

possible.Soourlivescouldgoon..

NOMAKHOSI

MymotherandIwerewatchingTVwhilsteatingice

cream.NomvulaandLangaweresleeping,Nomvula

hadanearlynightbecauseshewastired..

IwastellingmyMotheraboutlife,AtBuda'shouse.

There'sjusttoomuchsadnessthere,FromBudato

bemoreexact..

Me:Budaisoldyes,Olderthanme.Butnottheslow

disgustingold.Hereallytakescareofhimself,

Worksout.Gqibiscoredthere

Mom:Soyoufindhimattractive?



Me:Ihatetoseethis,But..YesIthinkIamtakenby

him

Mom:Khosiawoman'swortharoundhereor

anywhereismeasuredbymarriage.Marriageis

importantforawoman.It'smoreimportantwhen

yourhusbandisverymuchfinancialstable,Can

takecareofyou.You'llbeadmiredbyelders,Envied

byyourpeersbutallinall.Youwillhavedignity.

YouarenotstealingyourSister'shusband,She's

dead

Me:YaaIknow,Butlet'snotforgetaboutMandisa.

Shestilllingersthrough

Mom:She'savegetable

Me:She'salive.Budaisagoodsurgeon,Hewill

surefindthiswomantopnotchhelp



Mom:Notifshe'sdead

Ilookedather..

Me:YouwantmetokillMandisa?

Mom:Idon'tmeanstrikeaknifeinsideher.Look

whenshecomesback,TellBudayouarenot

equippedandknowledgedintakingcareof

someonewhosufferedastroke.Tellhima

professionalisneeded.Hegetsone,Andyouframe

her

Me:Murderisabittoomuch

Mom:Murderistheonlyway

Me:WhataboutMbali?Wehavebadbloodnaye



Mom:She'sakid.There'snothinganapology

wouldn'tfix

Ilaidbackonthecouch..

Mom:Seducehim,There'snothingthatgetstoa

manlikesex

Me:I'mpregnant,Idon'tthinkhe'llbehappytoraise

anotherMan'schild

Mom:Abortionisalwaystheway..Justthinkof

howsecureyourlifewillbe

Me:Iguessso,Ican'tbebeatenbyNomvula

Mom:Exactly!!!



NOMVULA

Iwokeupthenextmorningtothesameroutine.

Khosileavesfirst.ThenIleavesecond,MyMother

isthelastonetoleave.

Todayitwaspayday.Wedon'tgetafixedsalary

becausesometimesweworkextrahours,

Sometimeslesshours.MypaywasR4800,After

deductions.Ididstartinthemiddleofthemonth

toosoitwasn'tbad..

Iwassuperhappy,Myveryfirstsalary.MoneyIgot

fromworking,Itwasagoodfeeling...

Mom:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning



Mom:It'smonthend,Ibelieveyoudidgetyour

salaryat12amthismorning?

Me:Clockedinat3am

Mom:Howmuch?

Me:R2800thatclockedin,Istartedinthemiddleof

themonth

Mom:Isee,Howmuchareyoucontributing?

Me:R800

Mom:Alltheseyearsofraisingyou,Alltheseyears

ofhelpingwithLanga.WeareworthR800?Your

firstpay?



Me:R2000isnothingwhenyouhaveababyand

havetocatchataxi

Mom:AtleastR1500

Me:That'sabitofastretch

Mom:Youhaveaboyfrienddon'tyou?Hedoesn't

giveyoumoney?

Me:Afroisstillatschool

Mom:That'smybusinessbecause?Youchosea

schoolboyinsteadofarealmanandnowyouhere

complaining?

Me:Ican'tgiveyouthatmuch,I'msorry



Mom:Wellthen.Ifyoudon'tcomebackwiththe

R1500,Iwillgiveyouaweektomoveout.Ifyoudo,

Don'tevercomeback.Youworkingnow,I'msure

youcanbe"Independent".Justpraythatyoudon't

loseyourjob

Shepickeduphercoffeemug..

Mom:Ohwifyoudon'tbringthemoney,Don'teven

touchmyfood.Buyyourown,Evenmywater.The

waterbilliscostly

Shewalkedaway...

NOMAKHOSI

Mbaliisstillscaredofme...



Me:HereyougoMbali,Breakfast

Shetookthebowl..

Mbali:Thankyou

Me:LookIknowyouandI..IknowIwasunfairto

youwhenyoulivedwithus,I'msorrythatIdidn't

treatyouwell.Iwouldlikeustostartoveragain,

Andbefriends.Wouldyoulikethat?

Shenodded..

Mbali:Yes

Me:Goodthen



NOMVULA

IwasveryupsetwhenIdroppedoffLanga,Couldn't

evenstopmytearsfromfalling.Afrowasinthe

kitchen,Makinghimselfacupofcoffee.Onlyinhis

jeansandsneakers.Not-shirt..Thinkhewas

gettingreadyforschool..

Afro:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Afro:Iguessit'snotsogood

IwipedmytearswhilstholdingLanga..

Afro:GivemeLanga,I'lltakehertoMom's.Youand

Iwe'lltalk



HecametogetLangaandwipedmytearswithhis

thumb....

Afro:I'llbeback

HewenttohisMom'sroom,IputLanga'sthingson

thetable...

Hecameback..

Afro:Whathappened?

Me:Ineedtofindaplaceofmyown

Afro:Whathappened?



Me:Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletostaytherefor

another3monthsbeforeyouguyscome

Heexhaledandwalkeduptome..

Afro:Whathappened?

Iwipedmytears..

Me:She'sdemandingR1500.Ican'tgiveherthat

much.IofferedtogiveherR800that'sevenmore

thanwhatKhosigaveherwhenshewasstillonthe

learnership.YesmaybethenextmonthifIhave

enough,I'llgivemore.ShetoldmethatifIdon'tgive

hertodayIshouldconsiderleavinginaweek

Hepulledmecloserandlaidmyheadonhischest...



Afro:I'llgiveherdoublethemoneyshe'sasking

Me:Noyoudon'tunderstand..I'mtiredofthis

woman,Tiredoflivingathome.There'snopeace,

It'sbeengoingonforever.Idon'thaveanyfightleft

inmeanymore

Afro:Youdon'thavetoothen..Youcancomeand

staywithus

Ilookedathim..

Afro:Youcanmoveouttostaywithmeandmy

mother,YouandLanga.Itwon'tbeaforeverthing.

Maybeshe'sbeinglikethisbecauseshethinksyou

won'tactuallymoveout.It'sjustuntilsherealizes

thatyoucangoandshewillprobablychangeher

mind

.
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WesatdownwithPat,Itoldhereverything.From

thestarttomycurrentlife.Lisahasbeenwaiting

formeinthecar,Wewererunninglate.Itoldherto

go,I'llfakesickness.GototheDrandgetaletter,

Butshestayed.Saidevenifwegotoworkat12in

theafternoon,Shedoesn'tcare..

ThewasamomentofsilencewhenIwasdone

talking.Tissuewetwithtears,Afroholdingmyhand

andnotlettinggo.Fezikeptonglancingdownand

shakinghishead.Patwouldalsooccasionallytake

offherglassestowipehereyes.Langabusyrolling



aroundonhiswheels..

Pat:Thisisheartbreaking

Fezi:Itis..Questioniswhatdowedo?Afroand

Nomvuladoloveeachother.WhentheystartedI

didn'tthinkitwasthatserious,Standingbackand

nothelpinginthissituation,Idon'twantustolose

Afro.ImagineRainandLangaaregoingthrough

this,HowdoesAfrofeel?

Pat:Rainhasnevergivenmeanyreasontodislike

herortoquestionher.Idon'twannabetheMother

inlawthat'simpossibletotolerate.Iunderstand

whatyougoingthrough,Iwentthroughalmost

similarbutwithmyinlaws.WhenIstarteddating

Dubazana,IalreadyhadFezi.Hisfamilygaveme

hell.OnethingIpromisedmyselfwasthatIwould

neverbethatmotherinlaw,Northatinlaw.There's

nothingIbelieveinmorethanLove.ThoughyesI

hadchallengesbutloveispowerful.Insosaying



Yes,NomvulaandLangacanstayhereaslongas

theywant.IonlyaskonethingfromyouNomvula.

Yoursalarysinceyoustillhaveajob,Pleasesave

some.Keeponsavingsolongyourjoblasts.Don't

gettoocomfortable,Don'tgettoorelaxed.Ilovemy

SontodeathbutMenareMen,TodayAfroloves

you,Tomorrowhefeelscompletelydifferent.Iwill

neverkeepyouhereintheessenceof"Bekezela"

Becauseattheendhe'smySon.Ifhewakesup

tomorrowandsaysHedoesn'twantyouanymore,

There'snothingIcando.DespitehowmuchIlove

you.Soplease,Thisdoesn'tcallforyoutorelaxbut

toworktwiceharderandAfrowhenyounolonger

feelthesameaboutNomvula.Youdon'tleaveher

hereandgooutsidesearching.Youtellher,Yoube

honest

Me:ThankyousomuchMsPat,Butifitwouldn'tbe

fairmylivingherewithoutcontributing

Pat:Ohwworryyourselfnot.Afroistheonewho



willcontributeonyourbehalf,Andalsocontribute

buyingforLanga.Hedidbringyouhere,Assumed

responsibilityofamanso..

Fezilaughed,Ichuckled..

Pat:What'sfunny?Hedoesgetanallowancefrom

hisbursaryandalsostartedthismonthendhewill

begettingamonthlyallowancefromhistrustfund

thathisDaddidforhim,Hisfather'smoney

Fezi:AndIgivehimanallowanceof6keverymonth

bothhimandMom.6keach,He'sprettyloaded

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Heshruggedhisshoulders..



Pat:Don'tworryaboutnothingBaby,Gotowork.

Don'tstresswhenyougetbackAfrowilldriveyou

hometogetyourthings.OnlythingI'lltellyoutodo

is,Prepareforinsults.Livingwithyourboyfriend

andhisMotherwhenwehaven'tdonerightbyyou

Fezi:Luckyforyou,Wearepeoplewhodon'tcare

whatotherpeoplesayoutsideaboutus,Solongwe

allgetalongandinagoodspacethat'sallthat

matters

Me:Metoo..Idon'tcarewhatotherssayaboutme.

IdopromisethatIwon'tbeanightmare.MamaP,I

amtakingyouradvice.I'llsaveuphalfofmysalary

orevenmoreeverymonth

Pat:That'smorelikeit,Ohwandpleasedon'tfeel

underpressure.Youdon'thavetoweardressesnor

skirts.Youdon'thavetocooknorcleanalways,You

don'thavetobesubjectedtothat.Takeyourselfas

achildofthishouse,Feelfreeanddon'tbe



pressured

Me:Iunderstandandthankyousomuch,Youhave

agoodheart.MayGodblessyou

Afro:Waituntilyoupissheroff

Pat:I'mnotthatbad..Goalongnow,Youalready

lateforwork

Afro:I'llwalkyouout

NOMAKHOSI

Budawasstandingatthebalcony.Wearinghis

compressiontightsandvestthathewearswhenhe

exercises.TogetherwithhisNikesneakers..



Itookthetrayofcoffee,Croissantwith

cheese&Ham.Toppedwithafruitsaladontheside..

Iclearedmythroat,Heturnedaroundandlookedat

me....

Me:Breakfast?

Heglancedatthetray..

Buda:Thankyou

Hewalkedover,Hewasstillcoveredinsweat..

Buda:Looksyummy

Me:Ididn'tknowwhattopreparebutIhopeyoudo

appreciateit



Buda:Alot..Thankyou

Hetookit..

Me:Ihavetowashthekidsclothes,Callmeifyou

needanything

Buda:Icertainlywill..Thankyouagain

Me:Youwelcome

NOMVULA

IwasnervousaboutlivingatAfro'splace.AlsoI

wasrelieved.Ihaven'tbeenawayfromhome,Never

takenthatrisk.Itookitallwithmychest,Theabuse,

Beingmistreated..WhatIdonowinlife,It'sonlyfor



Langa.Inolongercareaboutmyneedsandwants,

MySondeservestogrowupinacomfortable

home..

ItoldLisaasweweredrivingtowork,Toldher

everything..

Lisa:HonestlyspeakingI'mnotgoingtojudgeyou,I

don'tknowwhatyougoingthrough,Ican'tfeelwhat

youfeeling.Onlyyouknow,Andonlyyouknow

what'sbestforyou.AllI'mgoingtosayisthat

followyourheart.Foryourheartwon'tdisappoint

you.Don'tlistentothefear,Itwillholdyoubackand

makeyoukeepongoingbacktothetoxicity

Me:Thankyoufornotjudgingme

Lisa:I'myourfriend,I'llalwayssupportyouno

matterwhat.AllIknowisthat,Onedaykuzolunga



Me:Ihopeso

Lisa:You'llsee

PATRICIA(AFRO'SMOTHER)

Asaparent.Kidswillalwaysdisappointyou,One

wayortheother.Whentheyhavemadetheir

mistakes,Whentheybeatthemselvesuponthem,

Andwhentheworldhasclosedinonthem.There's

alwaysonePersonwhoshouldnevergiveupon

them,ThatpersonistheirParent.Ifyougiveupon

them,Insteadofencouragingthemthat"Yes..You

messedupherebutthatdoesn'tmeanyougiveup,

Youkeepgoing".Ifyoucan'tbetheirbiggest

encouragement,Whoelsewill??.Icomefroma

familywherebothmyParentsweredrunksandvery

toxic.IwouldalwayslookatmyMotherandsay

"WhenIhavemyownkids.I'llbeabettermother

thanyou".SofarIhavebeen,Evenwhenmy

marriagewastoxicatonepointbutmychildren



alwayscamefirst...

FeziwasbabysittingLangaasIdrovedownto

Nomvula'shouse.Maythisbethefirstandlasttime,

I'lleverdothis..

Iknocked,Hermotheropened.Openedinher

leggings,Socks,flipflops,Acroptopandbrown

stockingsonherhead.Shehadlongnails,Painted

redandlongartificialeyelashes..

Shewelcomedmein,Iwalkedinandstoolinthe

middleofherkitchen..

Ilookedaroundandthenfixedmyglasses..

Thembi:Wow..TowhatIowethisvisit?



Me:ThisistheveryfirsttimewhereIhadtolower

mystandardslikethis,Maybeitalsobethelast

time

Thembi:Excuseme?

Me:Howdoyouputoutyourgirlchild?Together

withyour6monthsoldGrandson

Thembi:Iwouldn'thaveexpected.Umfelokazi,

Clothedinblack.Ablackwidowwhoissupposedto

beathomemourningherhusband

Me:Ifyouknewthefirstprincipleofmotherhood

youwouldn'thaveabl-..Irephrasebecausemyskin

islighterthanyoursandIdon'tbleach

Thembi:Excuseme?



Me:Youexcusedindeed!

Thembi:LookPatI-

Me:MrsDubazana,Onlymyfriendsandpeople

closetomecallmePat

Thembi:Thisismyhouse!

Me:Nowonderit'ssocold,Itlackslove

Thembi:Exactlywhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Nomvulaisaverybeautiful,Kind,Respectful,

YoungladyI'veeverknown.Mostofallshe'savery

admirableyoungmother,Betterthantheoneyou

are.Langa?He'sasweetadorablelittlecutiepie

thatI'mveryproudtoGrandmother.Theirconcern



becomesmine.IlovedherfromtheveryfirsttimeI

mether,IlovehowshelovesmySon.Younglove

thatisdifferentfromhowlovewasduringourdays.

Bothstrivingfortheirownindividualsuccess.

Nomvulanotsuccumbingtothestereotypeofwhen

youhaveachildyouwon'tsucceed,Despiteher

babyshestillgettingherown.Shestriveswellfor

herfutureandthefutureofherSon,Allsheneedsis

agoddamnsupport!!Amotherwhowillbeproudof

her

Thembi:Ineverkickedherout

Me:Notinsomanywords

Thembi:AllIaskedwasforhertocontribute

Me:Youshouldn'tbeherresponsibility.MyFirst

bornearns70keverymonthindollarsandinrands.

NotevenoncedidIsubjecthimtoblacktax,



BecauseIgotupandgotmyown.Mylastborn,Is

studyingaverygoodcareer.Ibethehasmoney

everymonthmorethanyouearnandhe'sstilla

student.MySon,Fezigivesmemoneyeverymonth

notbecausehe'ssubjectedtoo,Butbecausehe

wantstoo.Heearns70k,Hegivesme6kevery

monthandhisBrother6k.That'sevenmore,

ConsideringIdidn'twantnothingfromhim.I

workedandonlystoppedbecausemyhusband

passedon.MyhusbandandIlovedandsupported

ourkidssotheycouldbebetterpeopleincasewe

die.Soyou..

Iopenedmybagandtookoutthe4k..

Me:It's4k,Evenmorethanwhatyouwantedfrom

her

Iplacedtheenvelopeonthetable..



Me:Careful.Theloveformoneyistherootofallevil,

Youcanevensellyourownkids.It'swomenlike

youwhogiveusabadname.Fixyourselfandfix

yourheart,Greedhasnevertakenanyone..

Anywhere!!

Izippedmybagandwalkedout..

.
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NOMAKHOSI

Budaspenthiswholemorningandtherestofthe

afternoonsleeping.Idon'tblamehim,He's

exhausted..Iwasthatseducingskankallday,

Cateringtohim.Makingsurethateverythinghe



wantedwasathisarm'slength.Momwasright,No

womanshouldslavearound.Whyslavewhenyou

cangetamanwhocandoeverythingforyou?Why

a9-5?Slavingformanagersandsupervisorswho

treatyoulikeshit,Forpeanutseverymonth?When

youhavethatthinginbetweenyourlegs,Youcan

getanymanyouwant.Allyouneedtodoisjust

takecareofyourselfthat'sall,You'llneverhaveto

slaveaday.Doesn'tmatterifheplaysyou,Solong

hetreatsyougood,Givesyoumoney?Allyougotta

doismakesureyouarehispricepossessionthat's

all.Stillberelevanttohimandthat'sall..Allmenare

dogs,Theycheat.Youjustgottafindtheonewith

thephatbankaccounttotreatyoulavishly.My

momdidn'tgettowheresheisbyplayingfear.It'sa

Godeatdogworld,That'sall...

Toenterhisheartmore,IaskedMbaliandLwandle

tohelpmesetupabarbecueoutside.Bythepool.

Weplayedmusicsoftly,Preparedfoodanditwas

stillhot.Wewereinourswimwear..



Hecamedownataround16:00,Showered,Smelling

good.Iwasinabraandbikini.Mytummyisn't

showingthatmuchbigtoshowsoIwasokay..

Buda:What'sgoingon?

Me:Wellyesterdaythegirlsaskedmetosleepover

becausetheywantedustohaveabarbecue

Buda:Isit?

Me:Yes

Mbalirushedin..

Mbali:AuntieNomaK,Themeatisburning

Me:That'smyqueuetoleave



Buda:Pleaseallowme

Igavehimthetupperwearandspatula..

Hesmiledalittleashetookthem,Thenwent

straighttogetthemeat..

Itookmysavannaandwentoutside...

NOMVULA

IleftearlysinceIhadapersonalissue.2hours

beforemyknockingofftime.Icouldn'tconcentrate

allday,I'vehadashittynight...

Lisacouldn'tgetoff,SoAfrofetchedme.Plushis

Motherwantedtotalktomebeforewegofetchmy



things..

WestartedoffwithPat.Honestlyspeaking,Ididn't

wannagowithAfrobutPatsaidIshould.Sohecan

seemylife,Ifhecanlovemethroughthatthenhe

lovesmeforreal..

Iwasnervousaswedrovehome,Andyes.MyMom

wasthere.ShewasinherJeans,Shirtandsneakers.

Hertangledwig,Makeup.Lookedlikeshewas

goingsomewhere..

Mom:Thefunnythingisthat,Youchoosingaman

overyourownfamily

Shewasleaningagainstthedoorholdingacanof

Hunter'sgold.MyMomcan'tlivewithoutalcohol,

Shegottadrinkeveryday.Whenshegoestowork,

Comesbackfromwork,Andweekendsthewhole

day..



Mom:Menwillbetrayyou,Whenhedoes.Please

don'tcomehereagain

IwasmoretakenbyhowcalmAfrowas,Heignored

herasiflikeshewasn'tthere..

Mom:He'sgoingtogettiredofyou,Theyeventually

do.He'sjustwithyoubecauseyouasecurity

blanket.Hewillcheat,Breakyouandyouwillcome

backhere.Crawlingandbegging

Me:Iwon't..WhenIleavehere,I'mnevercoming

backhere

Mom:Ishould'veabortedyou!IregretwhyIdidn't

Me:Youshould've..Iwonderwhyyoudidn't



Mom:Ishould've,Iwishyoudied..InsteadofGqibi

Me:Whydoyouhatemesomuch??WhatdidIever

dotoyou??

Mom:Youwerebornthat'swhy!!

Iwipedmytears..

Mom:Ihateyou,9monthsofhelland5hoursof

labourhell

Me:Ihateyoutoo

Mom:Finishupandgo..Leavemykeysonthetable



Shewalkedout.Isatonthebedandwipedmy

tears..

Afrocametome..

Afro:It'sgoingtobeokay..Ipromise,Let'spack.

Loadupandleave

MANDISA

Ineededhelp,Andthere'sonlyonepersonwhocan

helpme.Mathi!

Myleftsideisnon-functionalyesfornow,Butmy

rightiscooperating.AllIhadtodowastotexther,

Tocomehere.Textedherinthemorning,Tooka

whiletofinishatextthatwould'vetakenme30

secondssharp.Shegotit,Attheendshegotitand

showedup...



Ishould'vethoughtaboutthetextingthing,It'seasy

andwritingontheaboard..

Mathiread..

Shelookedaroundandleanedovertome..

Mathi:YouwantmetogobacktoGogongubo

yanetha?Andbringherhere?

Inodded..Iwroteagain:

"I'llpayyouR2000,Bothyouandher"

Mathi:Iwill..I'llbringyou



Iclosedmyeyesandexhaled.IfeellikeI'mlosing

myMan,Ihaven'tseenhimcomebytodaytosee

me.Evenyesterday...

Mathi:I'llhelpyouSis,Don'tworry

Sheplacedherhandonmyshoulder..

Mathi:We'llgetthroughthis

NOMAKHOSI

Me:I'llberightback

Iwentbacktothehouse,Togetsomesaviettes..

Iopenedafewcupboards,UntilIgottothepantry.

AsIlookedthrough,Somepaperfell.Ipickeditup,



Insidewasasmallbottle.Whatlookedlikealove

potion.Transparent,Blackcap,Reddishinside..

Me:Huhhh

Iopeneditandpoureditdownthedrain..

IunderminedMandisa...

Iwentouttoputitinthetrashcan...

NOMVULA

Pat:Whydon'tyoumoveintoFezi'sroom?Hisisa

bitbiggerandabitfarfrommine.It'llgivemore

spaceforall3ofyou

Fez:Yaa..Takemine,I'lltakeyours



Me:WhatifFeziwantstobringalonghisgirlfriend?

Fez:It'llfit..Idon'thaveakid

Afro:Let'sswapthen

Pat:I'llsetupthetablesolong

ShehadLangaonherback..

Fez:Let'sgothen

THEMBI

IdrankuptheHunter'sGold,Whilstlookingat

myselfinthemirror..



Itookoffmywig,Mymakeupwasruinedwithall

thetearsrunningdownmycheeks..

"Myskinislighterthanyours,AndIdon'teven

bleach"

Ilookedatallmybleachingskinproducts.Ilooked

atmyself.Lightskinnedyes,Withmycheeksburnt

redfromtheproductsI'vebeenusingtobrighten

mycomplexion..

Itookthetissueandwipedmyface..

Ithoughtaboutafewthingsshesaid,Andthat

womancanspit.Forthemerefactthatshecameto

myplacewhenshedoesn'tgotoanyone'shouse,

Mademefeelsomehow.Herwordsgottome,But

nowthat'snotthetime..



Iamplanningongoingout,Seeotherpeople.Get

mesomeone,Drinkhermoney..Hopefullygetmea

boythatI'llgiveR500tomorrowmorningwhenhe

hassatisfiedme..

NOMVULA

Afro:Letmegetthat

Hecametohelp..

Afro:Ican'tbelievemyMomkeptmycrib

Me:Itstilllooksstrong

Afro:Yeapitdoes



Me:Youknowhowtoputitalltogether?

Afro:I'lltryuntilIcan

Isatonthebed..

Afro:Iknowit'shardandI'msorry

Me:It'snotyourfault,IjustwannaknowifImade

therightdecision

Afro:IfyouhaveanydoubtsthatI'mgoingtoplay

you,Iwon't.Iloveyou,AndImeanit.Youand

Langameantheworldtome

Ilookedathim,Andheseemedtomeanit..

WhatIdidn'tknowwasthatthisdecisionI'vemade,



Wasonestepneartomyfuture.

.
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NOMVULA

[3WEEKSLATER]

ItwasaSaturdaymorning,PatandIwerecleaning

thehouse..Afro,Fezi,AndLangawereoutbuying

groceries..



Feziisonleave,Buthe'llbegoingbacksoon..

Pat:Isitmeorareyougainingabitofweight?

Me:Hmmm?

Pat:areyougainingweight?

Me:Iguessso,I'montheinjection

Pat:It'streatingyouwell?

Me:Hasit'sunbearableeffects,Butit'sbetterthan

anunplannedpregnancy.NotwhenAfroandIare

stillfindingourway,Wecan'taffordtohaveababy

now.I'mgladweagreeonthisdecision,Heneeds

tofinishandIamsetonstartingmyowncompany



Pat:Woow..IwishIwasthatsmartwhenIwasyour

age

Lifeisunbelievablypeaceful.IthoughtbynowI

probablywouldn'tbestayingatAfro's.Thatmaybe

somehowshitwasgoingtostartandIwouldbe

backathomeortemporarilyhavingmyapartment.

Thefearofgoingbackhomehasmademetostart

asidehustletoo.Ihave3guyswhosellcigarettes

onmybehalfatthemall.Theysellforme.They

bringtheprofitnotacentshort.Thentheygettheir

pay.TheydoingsowellandI'vefoundaplace

whereIcangetcigarettescheaperthananywhere

else.

IpaythemR50aday,TheysellfromMon-Saturday.

Notmuchprofitmadesofarbuteverypennyof

whattheybringgoestomyfixedaccountwhereI'll

keepthemoney.

There'salotgoingon,Andthere'salotIneedto



learn.Iamopen,Smallstepsandwe'llgetthere.I

learnalotfromworktoo.

Themostamazingpartisthat,Eventhoughit'snot

myhousebutIamallowedtopracticewhatI

believein.PatisaChristian,Sotheprayingpartis

notanissue.Istilldothecleansingbathsfromtime

totime,Butonlywithsalt.Afrodoesn'tmind,

Becausehedoesn'tbelieveinthose.Itworksforme

soIdon'tcarewhathethinks...

Me:Ijustneedtofindawaytoupthesalesatthe

mall

Pat:AskAfroorFezi

Me:Iprefertodoitonmyownfornow,Ithinkit'llbe

better



Pat:Wellyougonnadogreat

Me:Iwill

NOMAKHOSI

Nurse:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Ifeelbetter,Thepainsarenolongerthere.Just

abitofspotting

Nurse:That'sgood

Me:Yaa

BudaandIhaveasexualrelationship.That'swhatI

canlabelit.Wejusthavesexhehasn'tmadeit

officialbutIcansensethatheisintome.Icansee



itfromhiseyes.Oursexrelationshipstarted3

weeksago,WhenIdidthatsleepover.Iamnot

afraidtosaythatonmypart,Iamfallingforhim.He

treatsmegood,Wegoout,Hespoilsme,Andgives

mebettermoneyapartfrommysalary...

Hewalkedin..

Buda:Goodmorning

Me:Hey

Buda:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Better

Iwassittingonthebed,Hegotinbetweenmylegs

andkissedme..



Buda:Sowhatwasthediagnosis?

Me:Youwereright..Itwasjustdismenorrhea.

Reallypainfulperiodpains,ButI'mbetternow.We'll

seenextmonthifit'llhappenagain

Ididn'ttellhimthatIwaspregnant.WhenIcame,

JusttoldhimthatIhadbadperiodpains..

Buda:Let'sgohomethen,Thegirlsmissyou.

They'llbehappytoknowyoubetter

Me:Imissthemtoo

Hehelpedmegetdownfromthebedandtookmy

bag,Wewalkedout..



MANDISA

Physio:Youdoinggood

Me:Thankyou..That's..That'swhatIneededto

hear

Myspeechisslowerthanusual,ButI'mgladthatI

cantalknow.Iamabletowalkthoughlimping,ButI

don'tneedmuchhelpthanIdidbefore.I'mreally

workinghard..

Mathicouldn'tgetthesangomatocomeandhelp,

Butshedidsneakmeumuthi,SomeherbthatI

used..Ithinkitalsohelpedagreatdeal..

MondayIwasgettingdischarged,Iamsohappy.

Budahasn'tcometoseeme,Ireallydon'tknow

what'shappening.Hehasn'tevenbroughtinthe



girlstoseeme..

Physio:Wegonnamissyouaroundhere

Me:Iwilltoo

Physio:Ohhplease..Youwantedtobeoutofhere

Me:I'vebeenhereforquitealongtimenow,I'm

gladI'mleaving

Surprisinglyhehasbeenpayingmyhospitalbill,

Thephysio,Psychologist.Budadoesn'tmind

spendingonyou..

Physio:Justonemoreday

THEMBI



Ihavehadatoyboyfor2weeksnow..

Iwokeupthismorning,Fromawildnight.Hangover,

Smellingofsexwithallthespermsinsideofme.

DirtyhouseandmyR600wasalsotakenfrommy

walletandmycapitecbankcard.Iusethatone

morethanmystandardbank..

That'swheremypaycomesfrom.Icheckedmy

phone,MylastR4000waswithdrawnfromthe

card..

Me:No!!!Fuckno!!

Ifuckendon'tevenknowwherehe'sfrom,Ijust

pickedhimupfromwhereIwent2weeksago.He's

beenstayingatmyhouse.



Icheckedmyfridge,Myfoodwasmissing.Orrather

whatIhadleftofmygroceries,Afewitemswere

stolen.Myjewellery,ThankGodhedidn'tstillmy

car.Iwasbroke,Andtwoweekslefttopayday..

Isearchedthrough,AllIcouldfindweretwocansof

flyingfish.Isatdownontheflooranddrankthem.

Thehousewasveryuntidy.It'sgettinghardnow

thatNomvulaisnotaround,Nomakhosiisverylazy

andsoamI..

IwasstartingtomissVula,Shecarriedourlives

hereathome..

NOMVULA

Idroppedmyphone..

Me:OhhmyGoodness!!



Pat:What?Whathappened??

Me:IwasonFacebook,Ourlocalgroup.News

surfacedthatJabuwasstabbedtodeathyesterday

atthetavern

Pat:What?

Me:Ohhmyword

Pat:That'ssad

Me:IdidhatetheguybutIdidn'twanthimtodie.At

leastnotnow,IwantedhimtoseehisSonallgrown

andsuccessful

Pat:Lifeisindeedunpredictable,Wehaveourplans



andKarmahasit'sownplans.Iguesshissins

caughtuptohim

.
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NOMAKHOSI

Whenwegottohishouse,Thegirlsputtogethera

"WelcomeHome"luncheonforme.Theyreleaseda

fewballoonsfromtheceilingwhenIwalkedin,I

don'tevenknowhowtheydidthat..

Itwasbeautiful.Thetablewasset,Thewascake

too..



Me:Youguysdidallthisforme?

Lwandle:WiththehelpofUncleBudaofcourse

Me:Youguysaresweetthankyou

Buda:Itwasnothing.Justsomethingtosaythank

you,Weappreciateyou.Sinceyou'vebeeninour

lives,There'smorelaughter,Joy,Andmorepeace

Me:Thisisverysweetthankyousomuch,I

appreciateyouguystoo

Mbali:Comealongandsitatthetable

Buda:I'mafraidIhavetodishoutalittlebit

Me:Whereareyougoing?



Buda:TodosomethingthatIshould'vedonea

whileback

Me:Okaywewillseeyoulater

NOMVULA

AfroandFeziweresittingoutsidebythegarage.

Listeningtomusicanddrinking.

Pat,Langa,AndIwereinthehousepreparinglunch..

Weweredoinghomemadehamburgers,Chips,

Andagreensalad..

IwouldfeelsorryforJabudying,Buthonestly

speaking.Iwasabithappyandrelieved.Healmost



ruinedmyrelationshipwithAfro,Messedupmylife.

Hedeservedthis,ThoughIhadwishedthathe

didn'tdie.ToseeLwaziandIsucceeding..

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgetit

Iwenttoopen,ItwasmyMother.Myheartalmost

stoppedbeating..

Me:Ma?

Ma:MayIcomein?

Iopenedthedoor.Shewalkedin..

Ididnotexpecthertocomehere,Iwassoscared..



Ma:MrsDubazana

Pat:Thembi

Ma:I'mheretotalktoNomvula,Ifit'sokaywithyou

Pat:I'llgoandfeedLanga

Shewenttothelounge..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Ma:Nomvulafamilieshaveissues,Thatdoesn't

meanyoupackupandleave

Me:Youindirectlykickedmeout



Ma:Ididnosuch,AllIsaidwasthatyouneedto

shipin

Me:AndIdidn'tcontest,Iwasgoingtoo.Youjust

wantedmoremoneythatIcouldn'tafford

Ma:IunderstandthatIwasabitdrastic.I'msorry

Me:Itdoesn'tmatteranymore

Ma:Comebackhome

Me:No

Ma:YoumarriedyourselfNomvula,Yougave

yourselfaway.Doyouthinkthat'sright?Thatisnot

right!Doyouknowtheshameyou'vebroughttous?



Ourway?Whatpeoplearesaying?

Me:Idon'tcareaboutpeople,Ionlycareaboutmy

peaceandhappiness.I'mhappyhere

Ma:Thesepeoplearenotyourfamily!Bloodis

thickerthanwater

Me:WhatdoyouwantMa??

Ma:Sayheagreestomarryyou,Howwillthat

happenwhenyouhavedisownedyourfamily?

WherewillLobolabepaid?

Me:It'snotaboutthat,I'mnotrushingmarriage.

YoureallyshoweduphereMaforthis?

Ma:Ijustwantyoutocomehome



Me:No..I'mnotcominghome

Ma:Fine..MayyouborrowmeR500?

Me:Areyouserious?

Ma:I'mbrokeVula

Me:Sothisiswhyyoucamehere?

Afromadehiswayin..

Afro:Areyoualright?

Me:Yes..MyMomwasjustleaving



Ma:Yes..Iwasjustleaving

NOMAKHOSI

IcarefullylookedatLwandle.Sheliterallyjumped

somespotonthekitchenfloor..

Me:Hey

Lwandle:I'mcomingwiththeglasses

Me:Noit'sokay

(Silence)

Me:Howarethenightmares?



Lwandle:Theystillthere

Me:Whataretheyabout?

Lwandle:Nothingserious

Me:LwandleInoticedthatyoujumptheexactsame

spotwhenyougoinoroutofthekitchen

Lwandle:Ohw

Me:What'swrong?

Shekeptquiet..

Me:It'sokay..Youcantalktome



Lwandle:Ican't

Me:Whynot?

Lwandle:MymomandI,Aregoingtogotojail

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Lwandle:Idon'twannatalkaboutit

Me:Sometimestalkingaboutthings,Becomesa

weightliftedoffyourshoulders.Pleasetrustme

Sheshookherhead..

Me:Iwon'ttellanyone..Ipromise



Lwandle:Ijustwanthelp,Forthenightmaresto

stop

Me:I'llgetyouthehelp

Shelookeddown..

Lwandle:MyMotherkilledNtonto,Hereinthe

kitchen.Onthatspot.Shehitherwithapanatthe

backofherhead,Thencontinuedhittinghereven

throughshewasonthefloor.Sheaskedmeto

carryNtonto'slegs,WewentandputNtontoinher

trunk..ThenshewenttothrowherbodyintheBush

Thatwasshocking..

Lwandle:Ididn'twannadoit,NowIseeNtonto

frequentlyinmydreams.She'shauntingme



Me:Ohhpoorbabycomehere

Ihuggedhertight..

Lwandle:Ididn'twannadoit(Crying)

Me:It'sokay..It'sokay..It'sgoingtobeokay

MANDISA

Budawalkedin..

Iwassittingonthebed..

Buda:Lookatyou..Youlookwell

Ismiled..



Me:I'vebeentrying

Hewalkeduptomeandkissedmeonmy

forehead...Heheldmyhands..

Me:I'vemissedyou

Buda:Weneedtotalk

Me:Iliftedmyheadandlookedathim..

Buda:MandisaI..I'vemetsomeone

Igotmyhandsfromhisgrip..

Buda:I'mstartingtofallforher



Me:What??

Buda:Iknow..It'scrazy..I'msorrytodothistoyou,

Atthistime

Me:Atthistime?AtthistimeIlostourSon,Igot

stroke

Buda:Youweren'tpregnant

Me:Iwas..Yourdeadwifekilledourbabyand

causedmestroke

Buda:Okaythat'scrazy

Me:Crazy?IsawherBuda,IsawherthattimeIfell



Buda:Ineverimaginedyougoingdownthatlow,

Accusingmydeadwifeforyourownmisfortunes?

Thesethingshappen!Youweren'tevenpregnantto

beginwith.HowdidGqibicauseyouthat?

Me:Younothearingme!

Buda:Becauseit'sridiculous!!

Me:Getout

Buda:Mandisa

Me:Isaidgetout!!!Leave!!!

.
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Therestofthewentabitsourfrommyside,Who

would'vethought.I'mfuckedupyes,Buttothepoint

ofkillingsoheartless.Thatwouldneverbeme..Yes

Iabortedbutforagoodreason,Andthat'sasfaras

I'llgo.Allinall,I'mhappythatIhaveatleast

somethingonMandisanow..

Me:Howdidshetakeit?

Buda:Iwasfeelingbadforbreakingherheart,But

whenshefuckenbroughtmywifeintothismess.

That'swhenIblewup.MydeadwifeisdeadandI'd

appreciateitiftheyletherrestinpeace

Me:Thatwasalowblow



Buda:Idon'twantherhereanymore,I'llgodropoff

herthingsatherplace

Me:WhataboutLwandle?Isshegoingtosufferfor

herMother'ssins?

Buda:GqibilovedandRaisedNtontolikeherown,

Lwandlewillchoose.Ifshewantstogobackor

continuestayinghere

Me:Ithinkthat'sagoodidea

NOMVULA

Pat:It'sliketalkingtoawall,YourMotherhasa

mindofherown.Insteadofapologizingwhole

heartedlyshedoesthis?



Me:Sheiswhatsheis,She'llneverchange

Fezi:Yaaguysenoughaboutnegativity,Wehaving

agoodday.Let'snotruinitwithpeoplewhodon't

matter

Afro:Iagree

Fezi:We'veheardalotofunsettlingnewstoday,

Jabu.Let'snotallowyourMothertoruintherestof

it

Pat:Yes,Thoughdon'thateherVula.Onedayshe'll

probablycomearound

Me:We'llsee



THEMBI

IcalledKhosiagain..

Me:KhosiIneedmoney,AtleastR1000

Khosi:LastweekIgaveyou1k,It'sfinishedalready?

Me:Khosi

Khosi:ItoldyouIwon'tgiveyoumoneyifyougoing

tospenditonthatboy.He'sjusttheretomilkyou.

I'mnotgoingtosupportyouandhim,It'sunfair

Me:Whatdoyouknowaboutunfa-

Iheardaknockatthedoor..



Me:Justsendthemoneyokay?

Ihungup..

ThePersonknockedagain..

Me:I'mcoming

Iwenttoopen,ItwasNomvula'sfather..

Him:Thembi

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:MayIcomein?



Hemadehiswayin..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:WhereismyDaughter?

Me:Iaborted?Remember?

Him:Don'tfuckwithme,WhereismyDaughter?

Me:Youdon'tlooksogood

Him:Iknow..Ihavecancer,I'mdyingsoon

Me:Lookatthat

Him:Whereisshe?



Me:WhatdoyouwantwithVula?

Him:She'smyDaughter,IknowImessedupbutI

wannatalktoherwithregardstomywill

Me:Awill?

Him:Yes..Iwannaincludeher

Me:I'llgetherforyou

Him:Orgivemehernumber

Me:Noproblem

Iwenttogetmyphone...



MANDISA

Ikeptonpacingupanddowninmyward..

Nurse:Areyouokay?Youpressedthebutton

Me:Ineedtobedischarged

Nurse:YouonlygettingdischargedMonday

Me:No..Ineedtobedischargednow!With

immediateeffect

Nurse:Mandisa

Me:Please!!GettheDrIneedtogohome



Nurse:Okay

NOMVULA

Irantothebedroom,Togetmyphone.Itwas

ringing..

Itwasanunsavednumber..

Me:Hello?

Voice:Nomvula?

Me:Yes..Whoisthis?

Voice:It'syourfather



Me:What?

Voice:Iknow..It'sdifficulttoprocess,ButIneedto

talktoyou.It'surgent

Me:Howdidyou?..Wheredidyougetmynumber?

Voice:In6monthstimeorso,I'llbedead.Ireally

needtotalktoyouaboutsomethingimportant

Me:Okay..Iguesswecanmeetup

Voice:Thankyou..I'lltextyouthemeetupplace,

We'llmeettomorrowmorningoverbreakfast.I'll

evensendyoumoneyfortransportation

Me:Okay



MANDISA

TheDrdischargedme.Nursepackedupmymeds..

Me:MayIpleasehaveR200

Nurse:What?

Me:Ineedtobolthome

Nurse:Okay,Letmegetmypurse

Me:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued



Apologiesthiswasmeanttobeyesterday'sbonus

thatdelayed
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Theboltdroppedmeoffatthegate..

Me:Thankyou

Itookmythingsandwalkedtothegate.Ipunched

inthecode,Thegateopened.Iwalkedin.Iwalked

inallthewaytothedoor.Iopenedandmademy

wayin.Itwasquiet.Inthelivingroom,Thewasa

cakethatwascuthalfwayonthetable.Foodand

drinks.



Imademywayupstairs.WhenIopenedthedoor,

Shewasontopofhim.Theywerehavingsex,She

wasmoaning.Hewasgroaning..

Ibangedthedoor,Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Me:Khosi??

Hegotheroffhim..

Buda:Mandisa??Wtf?

Me:I'mhomeHoney!

Buda:Wtfareyoudoinghere?



Khosipulledtheduvetupandcoveredherbreasts..

Me:Yourdeadwife'ssister?Areyouserious?

Buda:Mandisapleaseleave

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere!!

Iwalkedtothebathroom..

Me:I'mgoingtobathandrest,I'mnotgoing

anywhere!Gotellthekidsmommyishome!

NOMVULA

Afro:I'mgoingtoaccompanyyou,Justtomake

surehe'slegitandyousafe



Me:Thankyou..Hesaidhe'sdying

Fezi:Maybehewantstoputyouinhiswill

Me:Yaabutwhynow?Afteralltheseyears?

Pat:Itdoesn'tmatterthetimeframe,Whatmatters

isthathe'sfinallydoingright

Me:Isee

Fez:Ifhedoesgiveyoumoney,Probablyyoucan

investitandstartyourcompany

Afro:Likehowyou'veplanned



Me:Thatcouldhelp

Pat:See..Goodthingsdohappen,Whenyouat

leastexpectthem

NOMAKHOSI

Iwalkeddownthestairsbuttoningmyshirt.Buda

wasfollowingme..

Buda:Youdon'thavetoleave

Me:ButIdo..Ididn'tknowshewascoming,You

nevertoldme

Buda:Ididn'tknowtoo..Ithoughtshewasonly

comingbackMonday,Iwasgoingtofixthis



Me:Callmewhenyouhave

Buda:KhosiIdon'twantheranymore,Iwannabe

withyou

Me:Maybeweshouldn'thavedonethis,Maybewe

should'vewaiteduntilyougotridofher

Iopenedthedoorandheclosedit..

Buda:Thiswomanliedtomethatshewaspregnant

whilstshewasn't,There'salotgoingonwith

MandisathatIdon'twantheranymore

Me:Thiswomanisnotgoinganywhere

Buda:I'llfixit



Me:Youbetter,BecauseherDaughtertoldmethat

shekilledNtonto

Hiseyeswidened..

Me:Ntontocamebackfromschoolthatafternoon,

Mandisabeatherwithapan.AskedLwandletohelp

carryhertohercar.WenttodumpherinaBush.If

youdon'tbelieveme,AskLwandle..Askthem

together.ThatwomanisdangerousandIdon't

wannabeapartofthedanger!

Iopenedthedooragain..

Me:Goodbye

FEZILE(AFRO'SBROTHER)



Me:Whyareyoucallingme?

Sticks:Thejobisdone

Me:Idon'tthinkyoushouldbecallingme

Sticks:Relax..I'mnotanarmature,Imadesure

someoneelsetookthefall.Hewon'tbecharged,

Matterofselfdefense.Hearrestedthough

Me:Youdidwell..Thankyou

Sticks:Anytime

Ihungup..

MANDISA



Igotoutofthebathroom,Budawalkedin.Hiseyes

wereteary..

Itiedthetowelaroundmywetandnakedbody..

Helookedatme..

Buda:DidyoukillNtonto?

Me:What?

Buda:DidyoukillmyDaughter?

Me:Iknowyoudon'twantme,Butaccusingme?

Buda:ThenyouforcedyourDaughtertohelpyouin



thissinisteract?

Me:Buda

Buda:DidyoukillmyDaughter??Ntonto's

Grandmotherwasright??IsthiswhyLwandlecan't

sleepinNtonto'sbedroom?ShouldweaskLwandle?

Me:Budaplease..Itwasamistake

Buda:YoukilledmyDaughterandcallitamistake?

Iwipedmytears..

Hechargedatme.Iwentbackinsideandlocked..

Buda:OpenthefuckendoororI'mgoingtobreakit

down!!



Me:Budaplease!(crying)

Hestartedkickingdownthedoor..

Me:I'msorry..I'mverysorry

NOMAKHOSI

AsIdrovebackhome,IsentmyMotherthe1kso

shedoesn'tmakeabigdealoutofitwhenIget

home..

IgaveBudafoodforthought.Ihopeheusesthe

informationwisely..

MANDISA



Hebrokedownthedoor..

Me:Budaplease

Buda:I'mgoingtokillyou

Iwasholdingarazorbehindme,Theoneheshaves

with..

Hewalkeduptome,Heslappedme.Whenhewas

abouttooagain,Icuthimonhisneck..

Buda:Youbitch!!

Iwalkedoutofthebathroom,Ranoutofthe

bedroomandlockedhiminside..

IwenttoMbali'sroom..



Me:Lwandlepackupweleaving

Lwandle:Mama?

Me:Getyourthings,You'llmeetmedownstairsin

thecar

Irusheddownthestairs,Itrippedandfell.

.
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IgothomeandtoldmyMomeverything.Shewas

shockedtothecore..

Mom:AndBudathoughtIwasthedangerousone?

HisPsychopathofagirlfriend/BabyMamakilledhis

Daughterandthenliedaboutherpregnancy?

Me:Ihopehebelievedme,IhopeIplantedthat

seedofdoubtonhim

Mom:Yaawe'llsee,Somethingiswrongwiththat

Man.Hecan'tseemtokeepitdown.It'slikehe

lackedloveinhischildhood,Hefallsquicklywith

everyskirtthatpassesby.I'mworriedyoumightget

him,Andlosehimthesamewayyougothim

Me:Ididn'tgothroughanabortionforthismanonly

tohavehimandthennothavehim?Irefuse



Mom:NoIunderstand..Wewillseewhatwedobut

I'mproudofyou

Me:Gqibididhaveitinherhand,Idon'tknowhow

andwhyshedroppedtheball

MANDISA

Islowlygotupfromtheground,Alittledisoriented.

Ilookedup,Lwandledidn'tfollowme..

Igotupfromtheground..

Me:Lwandle??

Imademywayupstairs,Slowly.Carefulnottofall..

Themasterbedroomdoorwasopen,Ilockedhim



insideandleftthekeyatthedoor.Thekidsmust

haverushedin..

Mbaliwascrying,Lwandlewasbeingthesmart

one..

Mbali:Daddy(Crying)

Lwandle:Don'tworry..Ihavealreadycalledthe

Police,I'mcallingKhosinow

Hearingthat,IknewIhadtogetoutofthere.Imade

mywaydownstairsagain,Tookmycarkeysfrom

thetopdrawerandthenwalkedoutofthehouse...

NOMVULA

Me:YouknowI'mveryscaredaboutthemeetup



tomorrow

Afro:Don'tbe

Hewasbusytextingonhisphone..

Me:What'supwithyou?

Helookedatme..

Afro:Huh?

Me:You'vebeengluedonyourphone,It'slikeI'm

havingaconversationalone

Afro:Yaamyclasswhatsappgroupisactivetoday,

WehaveapresentationMonday



Me:Ohw

Afro:Letmegoshower,I'llbeback

Heputhisphoneonthedressingtable,Then

walkedoutofthebedroom.Ilookedatit..

Iwenttogetit,Bypassedthefingerprinttohis

password.It'sLanga'sbirthday.Icheckedhis

WhatsApp,Hewaslying.Thegroupwasn'tactive.

Lastmessagesentwasthismorning.Ikepton

checkingandhisactiveconversationwaswithFezi,

Whowasonline.Icheckedwhattheyweretalking

about,Afrohadsenthim5picturesofdifferent

engagementringsaskingforhisopinion.Therings

rangedfromR2500,Themostexpensiveonewas

R7500.Ilockedhisphoneandplaceditbackonthe

dressingtableandsatdowninbedagain.Iwas

dumbfounded,Ishethinkingofproposing?



KHOSI

IcheckedmyphoneandIhadatleast6missed

callsfromLwandle.Icalledher,Tookherlongto

answer..Iheardvoicesinthebackground..

Me:Lwandle?

Lwandle:UncleBudaisgoingtothehospital

Me:Why?

Lwandle:Weheardnoisescomingfromthemaster

bedroom.MymothergotintoMbali'sroom.Toldme

topackupweleaving.Shewasonlyinatowel.We

wenttothebedroom,Itwaslockedbutthekeywas

outsidethedoor.Weopened,UncleBudawason

thebathroomfloorwithhishandonhisthroatand



bleeding.WecalledthePolice,Theyarrivedwiththe

Ambulance

Me:What??

Lwandle:Wegoingtothehospital

Me:Okayaskwhichhospital,I'llmeetyouguys

there

Lwandle:Okay

Mom:Whatisit?

Me:MandisaattackedBuda

Mom:What??



Me:I'mdrivingtothehospital

MANDISA

Ihadnowhereelsetogobuttodrivestraighthome.

Ihadalotofthingsrunningthroughmymind,ThatI

almostgotintoacaraccident..

Myfamilywasmoreshockedtoseemeinatowel.

WhenIgothome,Idressedupandpackedup..

Mom:MandisaKahlekahlewhatthehellisgoing

on??

Me:Ican'tsayMa,ButI'minalotoftrouble

Mom:Whattroubleexactly??



Me:Ican'tsayandIalsocan'tstayhere

Mom:Whatkindoftrouble?Whateverisitwecan

sortitout

Me:Wecan't!!It'sdeep

Mom:Talktome!!

Me:Ican't!!Okay?Ican't(Crying)

Isankdownonthefloor..

Mom:OhwMandisa

Me:IfuckedupalotMa..Ican'tstayhere,Ineedto



go

Mom:Okayjustcalmdown

Me:Ineedtodisappearatleastforawhile(crying)

Shesatnexttomeandhuggedme..

Mom:Okay..It'sokay

NOMVULA

Afrogotback,IactedlikeInevertouchedhis

phone..

Myphonevibrated.Iansweredwithoutchecking..



Me:Hello

Mbali:AuntyVula

Me:Mbali?Wait,Whosephoneareyoucallingme

from?

Mbali:Lwandle

Mbaliissmartwhenitcomestonumbersand

retainingmemory.Shelearnsofyourphonenumber,

It'lltakeherawhiletoforgetit..

Mbali:Dadisgoingtothehospital

Me:What?Whoareyouwith?

Mbali:I'mwithLwandle,AuntyMandisa'sDaughter



Me:Okaytextmethenameofthehospital,I'm

comingokay?

Mbali:Okay

Ihungup..

Afro:Whatisit?

Me:Weneedtodrivetothehospital,It'smyNiece

Afro:Okayletmedressupandyoudressuptoo

thenwe'lldrivethere

Me:Thankyou



KHOSI

MymomcalledasIwasdrivingtothehospital..

Mom:Khosi

Iputheronloudspeaker..

Me:StillonmywaythereMa

Mom:Okaycallmewhenyougetthere

Me:OkayIwill

Shehungup..

.
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Wegottothehospital,Khosiwasthere..

Mbaliranuptome,Andhuggedme..

Me:It'sokay

WemadeourwaytoKhosi..

Khosi:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Mbalicalledme



Khosi:Ohw

Me:Whathappened?

Khosi:Nothingmuch,MandisatriedkillingBuda.

Slashedhisthroat,ButthankGoditwasn'tdeep

enough.He'sgoingtobefine

Me:That'sgoodtoknow

Khosi:Yaayouguyscanleave,Weokay

Me:Ithinkso

Khosi:AndnexttimeknowIgotthis,Mbaliismy

responsibilitynow..Notours



Me:MbaliismyNieceI'mentitledtoknowabout

hersafety

Khosi:Youhavealifenow,Idotoo.Focusonyour

currentlife,Currentnewfamily.Leavemeandmine

alone

Me:Khosi

Khosi:IfyouwanttofindoutaboutMbali,Call..

That'sall

Afro:Okaylet'sgo..It'stimetogo

Can'tbelieveshesaidthat....

Me:AtleastI'mnotfuckingmyDeadsister's

husband



Khosi:Youneedtoleave

Me:Iamleaving

Afrowrappedhisarmaroundmywaist...

MANDISA

Iwentdowntoarelative.MyAunt,Shelivesinthis

areaofnewlybuiltRDPhouses..

Shewashappytoseeme,Sheliveswithhertwo

kids..

Aunt:Youcanstayhereaslongasyouwant



Me:Thankyou

Aunt:I'msorrythatallthisishappeningtoyou

Me:Itrustedhim

Aunt:Menarelikethat,Theywillhurtyouwhenyou

leastexpect.Youhadaviolencereactiontohisshit,

It'sjustgoodthatyoudidn'tattackthegirlfriend

Me:Wejustlostourbabyandhehasanewgirlin

hisbed

Aunt:That'samanforyou

Me:Ican'tevenfightforhim,I'msurehe'sopeneda

caseagainstmeifhemadeit



Aunt:Hewouldbeveryheartlesstodoso

Me:CanIliedown?I'mnotfeelingtoowell

Aunt:Yesyoucan

Me:ThankyouAuntie

NOMAKHOSI

IwantedtogiveMbalithebiggestslapever,ButI

couldn't.Iwasmadthough..

Dr:He'sgoingtobeokay

Me:Thankyou..Canweseehim?



Dr:Idon'tthinkso,Definitelynottonight.Maybe

tomorrowmorning?

Me:Iunderstand

Ilookedatthekids..

Me:Let'sgo,He'sgoingtobefine.Wewillcome

andseehimtomorrow

Lwandle:IsmyMothergoingtojail?

Me:Iamnotsure,ButIthinkshewill

Lwandle:WillIgotojail?

Me:Idon'tknow,We'llseebutI'llmakesureyou

don't



NOMVULA

Whenwegothomefromthehospitallastnight,We

wentstraighttobed.Ikeptontossingandturning,

Thinkingabouttodayandwhymyfatheris

resurfacingafteralltheseyears..

Afrokepttohispromise,Hedrovemeouttoseemy

Father...

HewasexactlyhowIimaginedhim..

Dad:Nomvula

Igavehimanod..

Afrooptedtostayinthecar..



Dad:Thankyouforcoming

Me:It'sokay

Dad:Youareallgrownup

Me:Yes..19yearsold

Dad:Timehasindeedgone

Me:Iamnotsureaboutthenatureofthismeeting,

Afteralltheseyears

Dad:AsI'vestated.Ihavebeendiagnosedwith

cancer,I'mdyingsoon



Me:I'msorrytohearthat

Dad:It'sokay..SoasI'mdyingIhaveincludedyou

inmywill.Youwillgetmoney

Me:Thewasnoneed

Dad:Thewaseveryneed.Ididn'tdorightbyyouall

theseyears,Iwannadorightbyyounow

Me:Yourwife?

Dad:Mywifediedafewyearsago,Justbeenme

andyourtwohalfsiblings

Me:OhwIsee

Dad:NomvulaI'msorry



Me:Don'tbe..AtleastIdidgrowup.Youbeing

absentfrommylifewasdifficultbutIdidgrowup

Dad:Iguesschancesofusreunitingareslim

Me:Veryslim.Idon'tthinkwecan,It'stoolatenow

Dad:IunderstandandI'mtrulysorry

Me:MayIleavenow?

Helookeddisappointed..

Dad:Yesofcourse,Youmay

Me:Thankyou



Igotupandleft...

MANDISA

IreceivedacallfrommyMotherthismorning..

Me:Mom

Mom:Mandisathecopswereherelastnight,

Lookingforyou

Me:Iknow

Mom:YoualmostkilledBuda?

Me:It'salongstoryMa



Mom:WhatdidItellyouhuh?GettinginwithaMan

thatlosthiswifeanddidn'tgetacleansingwas

neveragoodidea

Me:Momplease

Mom:Youneedtogoandhandyourselfin

Me:I'mnotdoingthatMa

Mom:Mandisa

Me:I'llfixthisokay?Iwill

Mom:AghmaanMandisa



Me:We'lltalkagainMa.Bye

Mom:Bye

NOMAKHOSI

WewenttoseeBudathatmorning..HadaBandage

aroundhisneck..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Buda:Justgratefultobealive

Me:Ican'tbelieveshedidthat

Buda:Aboveall,ShekilledmyDaughter



Me:I'msurethePolicearelookingforhernow

Buda:Theybettergettoher,BeforeIdo

Iheldhishand..

Me:I'msuretheywill

NOMVULA

AfroandIwenttoeatbreakfast..

Me:Afteralltheseyears,Hewantstomakeup

Afro:Atleasthedidcontactyou,Heistryingtodo

rightbyyou



Me:Iguessso

Heheldmyhandandlookedatme..

Afro:Let'sgetmarried

Me:Huh?

Afro:Nextyearlet'sgetmarried,Traditionally

Me:Areyousureaboutthat?

Afro:Whatarewewaitingfor?Whetherithappens

nextyearoranotheryearwon'tmakeanydifference

Ithoughtaboutitforawhile...



Me:Okaylet'sdoit

.
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AFEWYEARSLATER

Iwasinthebathroomthatmorning.Justafter

takingabathtogotowork..

Beforewalkingout,Ididapregnancytest.Itwas

negative..Thedooropened,Afrowalkedin..



Afro:Youwereinhereforfartoolong,Igotworried

Hemovedcloserandstoodbehindme..

Me:ThistimearoundIwassurethatIwaspregnant

Hetookitandthrewitinthesmallbin.

Afro:Don'tdothistoyourself

Me:Doyouthinkweshould'vehadkidsearlier?Not

waitforthislong?

HeturnedmearoundsoIcouldfacehim.

Afro:Wehadtoo,AndI'mgladwedid.Ifwedidn't,

Wewouldn'tbewherewearetoday.BothNaomi

andLanga,Wouldn'thavesuchgoodlives



Me:TheDrsaidIworktoomuch,Toomuchstress

andfatigue

Afro:I'vebeensaying

Hehuggedme..

Afro:Wewilltryagain

Me:Ijustwantonelastchild

Afro:Iknow,ButYoustruggledalotwithNaomiat

leastLangawasoldenough.Areyousureyoucan

tacklebeingaCEOandaMomagain?

Ibrokethehug..



Afro:Yourcompanyisatit'shighestpeakrightnow,

Andyouareaverydedicatedperson

Me:Ihavetogetdressed

Iattemptedtowalkaway,Hepulledmeback..

Afro:Everytimewhenwehavetohavethis

conversationyoualwaysrunaway

Me:IamsorryAfroIdidn'tthinkmyachievingmy

longtermdreamwouldbelikethis

Afro:YoumakeitsoundlikeIsaygiveupandbea

stayathomemomandwife,I'mjustaskingcanwe

fitinyourschedule?

Me:Iamagoodmotherandagoodwife



Afro:Ineversaidyouwerebadatboth,Youjust

busyforboth

Me:I'mgoingtowork

Iwalkedoutofthebedroom..

NOMAKHOSI

NomvulaJele-Dubazana'snetworthis30million

Rands..

MyphonediedasItriedtoreadmore..

Me:Agh!!



Thebabycriedagain..

Me:Lwandle??Lwandle??

Lwandle:Yes?

Me:Canyoupleasecheckuponhim?

Lwandle:I'malreadyleaving

Me:Ohw

Lwandle:Iwantedtodiscusswithyouthatnext

weekI'mmovingout

Me:What?



Lwandle:It'saFourroomhouse,There's4babies.

Thenyou,me,andBuda

Me:Justsaythatyouwanttogetawayfromus,

Don'tcomeupwithretardedexcuses

Lwandle:Isthatsowrong?Younotworking,Budais

nevergettingbetter.Ihavetoprovideforyouguys,

Whenwillmylifestart?IamnotMbali.Ididn'tgeta

bursarybutatleastIdidgetajob.Ihavedreams

too,Iearn8kafterdeductionsandallthatmoney

goeshereintothehouse.It'sunfair,Ifeelburdened

Me:Weraisedyou,Youarewhoyouaretoday

becauseofusandthenyoucomeanduttersuch

shit??

Lwandle:YourSisterisamultimillionaireandshe

hasarichhusbandtoo,Whydon'tyouaskherfor

help?



Me:GoonLwandleleave,Don'tevercomeback!!No

matterhowdifficultlifegetsforyou

Lwandle:Bye

Shewalkedout...

Me:Stupid!!

NOMVULA

Iwasdrinkingcoffeewhilstonthephonewith

Mbali..

Mbali:It'smorebusythandifficult



Me:I'mjustproudyouheldon,Youdoinggreatsaw

yourlastresults

Mbali:Iamtrying

Me:Whenareweseeingyou?

Mbali:WellIwasn'tthinkingofcomingbackfor

theseholidays

Me:Whynot?

Mbali:I'mgoingtospendtheseholidayswithmy

fiancé'sfamily.WeflyingouttoZanzibar

Me:OhwexcuseusthenMsIhaveafiancé

Mbali:Don'tbelikethat,We'vebeendatingsince



fromfirstyear

Me:CA,AndaDoctor.Youguysaregoingtobe

loaded

Mbali:Iguessso

Me:Ishisfamilygoodtoyou?

Mbali:HisMomandsistersyes,Hisfatherisjusta

difficultpersontheydon'tlikehim

Me:Ishegoingtopaylobola?OurMrCA?

Mbali:AssoonasIgraduate

Me:Thoughtinhisculturetheydidn't



Mbali:Hewill..We'vealreadyspokenaboutit

Me:I'mveryproudofyou

Mbali:Thankyou,Ididn'thaveachoice.Dad's

dementiaandKhosijustgivingbirthnonestop..

Theybrokenow,Hadtosellthatbighousetobuya

4roomhouseinthehood.Blewuptheremaining

housecashtoo

Me:Shebroughtthisonherself

Mbali:Iguessso

Me:OkayBabyletmegotowork,Yougotoschool.

We'lltalklater



Mbali:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

THEMBI

Charm:Thembiyoushouldn'tbedrinkinginyour

state

Me:AwumeCharm

Charm:Youarehiv+.Youspendeverydayhere,

PoachingtheseMen.Sleepingwiththemforeven

R100withoutusingprotection

Me:Ialsogotitfromsomeoneokay?

Charm:Youarewhat'swrongwiththeworld.You



thereasonwhythere'sastigmasurroundinghiv.

It'swrongThembiwhatyoudoing

Me:I'mheretodrinknottolistentoyoupreaching

Charm:HeardfromNomvula?

Me:No

Charm:Shecallsmefromtimetotime

Me:Itriedcallingher,Shedidn'twantanything.She

doesn'tevencareabouthersisters.Khosiis

sufferingshehasn'thelpedout,Shehasn'tbeento

Gqibi'sgraveinalongtime

Charm:Doyoublameherthough?Thatgirlworked

hardandbecameallthatyouthoughtshewas



nevergonnabe

Me:ShehasaDaughter,TheDaughteronlycomes

tovisitPatricia

Charm:MinaIdon'tunderstand.Nomvulagot

married.Yougotherlobolamoney,Theydidn'teven

useitforthetraditionalwedding,Youblewit?

Me:IfIknewthen,Would'vechargedaR100000

insteadof35k.Patisnowtheoneeatingoffmy

Daughter'smoney

Charm:Suxoka..Afroisjustasrichtoo,He

supportshisMom

Me:Nomvulahasallthemoney,She'sdoingwell..

Eventogiveusnoba1kamonth?



Charm:Umenziuyakhohlwa,KodwauMenziwa

akakhohla.Theonewhooffendsforget,The

offendeddoesn't.Don'tforceforgiveness,Youdid

hurtthatchild

Me:Yawhatever

AFRO

Istartedthecar..IwasonthephonewithFezi..

Me:Givehertime

Fezi:It'sbeen8monthsnow

Me:Mombustedyouhavingsexwithanotherman

inherhouse,FeziIthinkshe'sgoingtoneedmore

timethan8months



Fezi:Yaawhatever.IthoughtaParent'slovewas

moreimportantthanherSonbeingGay

Me:I'lltalktoher

Fezi:Aytcool..Ihaveaclasstoteach

Me:Doyouenjoyteachingmorethanflying?

Fezi:ImissflyingbutI'msettledwithteaching.Yaa

themoneyislessthanwhenIwasflyingbutit'snot

toobad

Me:Solongyoucontentwithteaching

Fezi:Okay..Talklater



Me:Cool

.
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Afewyearsago,RightthatSundayaftermeetingup

withmyfather.Thefollowingyearhepassedon,I

got80kfromhim.Hiswill.Ineverusedit,Keptit

aside.Continuedworking,Foracouplemorethen

theCompanyopenedforshares.Iwasabletobuy

myself5%shares.Imovedupfrommygeneral

work,WentintotheofficeandIhadtoattenda

shortbusinesscoursefor2yearsmax.Wentto

workshopsetc,Continuedmovingmywayup..

Somethingunbelievablehappened,Certain



scandalscameupabouttheCEO.Almostputting

thecompanyinjeopardy,Italkedtohimandwe

formulatedaplan.Insteadofclosing,Hesoldme

hissharesandIpaidhimbackeverypennywhenI

wastheCEOandthecompanystartedtomake

moneyagain.WhenIheldthefullownership,I

changedthename.NameditaftermySon.Wasn't

easy,Butalsoitwasn'timpossible.WhenAfro

askedmetomarryhim,HepaidLobola.Assoonas

hegraduated,AndItoowasfindingmywayinthe

company.Wegotmarried,Itwasastrictly

traditionalwedding.Yearslater,Hereweare...

Lisa:Caramelfrappe,Goodmorningandyou

welcome

Me:Thankyou

Lisaismybestfriend,MyPAandI'vebeentelling

hertomoveuphercurrentlevelshedoesn'twant.

SheenjoysbeingmyPA,Andshe'smarriedtoo..



Me:SoItookapregnancytestthismorning..It's

negative

Lisa:I'msorry

Me:IwantedtogiveAfroanotherBabysohecan

seethatIamseriousaboutus.Iwashardlyaround

withNaomi,Iwannabefullyaroundthistime

Lisa:Isee..Keeptrying

Me:Iguessso

Sheclearedherthroat..

Me:What?



Lisa:YourMomcalledagain

Me:Aghwhatdoesshewant

Lisa:Totalk

Me:Toolateforthat

Lisa:Youneedtoforgive

Me:Ihave..Ijustdon'twantnothingtodowithher,

Theonlyreasonwhyshe'sdoingthisisformoney.

Notbecauseshewantstoo.IfIwasn'theretoday,

We'dstillhaveabrokenrelationship

Lisa:Isee

Me:How'smyschedulelookingtoday?



Lisa:I'llgetit

AFRO

MyPAknockedandwalkedin..

Me:CanyouwaitatleastuntilIsay"Comein"

Her:Mom'sontheline

Ipickedup..

Me:Mylove

Mom:Igotyourmissedcall



Me:Yeah..Iwasdrivingtowork

Mom:Iwassleeping

Me:Weneedtotalk

Mom:Ifit'saboutFezi,No..

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Mom:I'mnotangrythathe'sgay,I'mnotashamed

nordisappointed.I'mhurtthatalltheseyearsFezi

thoughtcomingoutwouldmakemedisownhim

Me:It'svalid,YouaChristian

Mom:IambutbeforethatI'maMother,Fezi

showedmesomethingIshouldn'thaveseen.IfI



knew,Iwouldn'thavewalkedintohisbedroomthat

morningandsawwhatIsaw

Me:Iunderstand,Butatleasttalktohim

Mom:Iwill

Me:That'sallIwanted

Mom:It'sNaomi'sbirthdaytomorrow

Me:Yaa..Wantedtodosomethingforhimthis

weekend.Iwasthinkingshecouldhaveher5th

birthdaypartythatsidethiscomingSaturday.

Jumpingcastle,Theworks

Mom:Goodidea..WhatdoesVulasay?



Me:It'llbeamiracleifsherememberstomorrow

Mom:SheworkshardAfro,Sheworkedhardtobe

wheresheis

Me:IknowandI'mnotsayingsheshouldgiveitall

up.She'stheCEO,Shecallstheshots.Justlikeme,

I'mtheCEOinmycompanybutIstillmaketimefor

thekidsandher

Mom:Didyoutryandtalktoher?

Me:Shebecomesdefensive

Mom:Wantmetotalktoher?

Me:No..It'sgood



Mom:Letmeleaveyoutoworkthen,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

NOMAKHOSI

JugglingthekidsandBudaatthesametimeisvery

difficultforme.BudaIdon'tknowwhathappened,

Buthewasdiagnosedwithearlyonsetdementia.

That'swhenwelostitall.Startedwhenhislicense

topracticewasrevoked,Formisconduct.Hewas

blacklistedtoo..

Bythenwealreadyhad3kids,Andonewasonthe

way..

Wehadtosellthehouse,Buyafourroomhousein

thehood..Eventhatchangethatwasleftfrom

sellingthehousewasn'tmuchanditdidn'tholdup.



WeliveoffSASSApaymentforthekids,And

Lwandlewashelpingtoo.Nowthat'sleaving,Idon't

knowwhat'sgoingtohappen..

Mom:HaikodwaKhosinawe,Clothnappies?That's

oldschool

MyMomisruined.Shelooksnothinglikebefore,

Alcoholhaschangedher.Shedoesn'ttakecareof

herselfanymore.Evensick,Shedoesn'tleada

normallife..

Me:WhatamItodo?Budajustsitsonthecouch

andstaresintospace

Mom:Didyoutryandgettraditionalhelp?

Me:Theycouldn'thelp.SaidhisDaughterNtontois

thereasonhe'slikethis,AndGqibi.Soahh



Mom:Sowhat'sgoingtohappen?

Me:Deathisgoingtosethimfree

Mom:Hayilifeneh

Me:Nomvulaisdoingwell

Mom:Isaw

Me:Doyouthinkifwetreatedherbetterthings

wouldbedifferent?

Mom:Probably.I'vebeentryingtocallher,She

wantsnothingtodowithus



Me:Iknow..Triedinboxinghertoosheblockedme

Mom:Idon'tcareabouthermoneyanymore,Ijust

wannahumbleher.Bringherdown

Me:How?

Mom:Nothingtoomuchjustwitchcrafthereand

there

Me:Ihearyou

Mom:Youshouldbelikethat,Nother

Me:Whatpainsmethemostisthefactthatyeswe

treatedhersomehowbut..Shehadahome,She

wasfed



Mom:True..Apersonforgetswheretheycome

from,Nomatterwhathappensyoudon'tturnaway

fromfamily

Me:IwishNomvulawastheonewhodied,Instead

ofGqibi

Mom:True.NowthiswomanPatriciaisallglowing

becauseofmyDaughter,Vulabecomesagood

DaughtertoherthanmeherownMother?

Me:Yeeywhenshecomeshere,Theyonlygothere.

Doesn'teventhinktostopbyathome,You'llseeher

Mercedesparkedthere.Wehaveneverevenmet

Noami,Idoubtsheknowsaboutus

Mom:She'sevil..Nomvulaisevil!

MANDISA



Me:Thankyouforfetchingme

Mathi:Youwelcome

Me:IsittrueMomdied?

Mathi:Shecouldn'ttakeyougoingtoprison,Died

fromaheartattack

Me:I'vemissedsomuchsincemyarrest

IendedupgettingarrestedfortheAttempted

murderofBuda.IamoutonParole.Ntonto's

murdercouldn'tbepinnedonme.Nomuch

evidence

Me:WhataboutLwandle?



Mathi:Working

Me:Buda?

Mathi:Thatoneisfucked!Lwandlesaidhehas

dementia,Downgradedtothehood.Losteverything,

HimandthatKhosigirlhavefourkidsnow.Lwandle

wantstomoveout,She'sfeelingitfinancially

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhysheshouldn't,Those

peoplearen'therfamily

Mathi:MbaliissaidtobestudyingatUCT,Medicine.

Engagedtothiswhiteguyhe'sasoontobeCA

Me:That'sthelifeLwandleshouldhavebeenliving.

Studying,Gettingmarried



Mathi:Lifehaschangedsinceyou'vebeengone

Me:Icanseethat

Thelastpassangergotin,Thetaxiwasfull.They

closedthedoor..

.
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Shantel:IamsosorryMrDubazana,Iknowyou

dealwithbigclients



Me:StopI'mhappytohelp

Shantel:MyFatherwasveryparticular

Me:AndIamhappytohelphim,Youareapartof

ourteam

Shantelisourcook,Shecooksatthecanteen.The

staffpaysacertainfeeeverymonthtocovera

wholemonthoflunchprovidedbyShantelandher

team..

Shantel:TheotherBrokerrobbedhim,Henowhas

1.5Mleft.Heis70yearsoldandwouldliketohave

acertainamountofmoneyintohisaccountevery

monthforthat5yearsbecausehebelievesby80

he'llbedead



Me:OldPeople

Shantel:Howmuchisitgoingtobeforyou?

Me:500kforus,Forthewholeentire5yearsthat

we'llbewithhim,The1mill.It'llbrokendownforhim

togetacertainamounteverymonthforthenext5

years

Shantel:SoundsveryfairSir,WhencanImakethe

appointmentsohecancomeandtalktoyou?

Me:PleasetakeitupwithmyPA

Shantel:It'sokay..Thankyouagain

Shestoodup..



Me:UhmShantel

Shantel:YesSir?

Me:Iwantedtorunsomethingbyyou

Shantel:Okay?

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutbeingmyandmy

family'sprivatechef

Shantel:Pardon?

Me:Forthesameamountyougetheremonthly,

CecilwilltakeoverattheCanteen

Shantel:Idon'tknowwhattosay



Me:Mywifeisaverybusysomeone,SoamI.I

thinkit'stimewegetachef

Shantel:Yes.I'lltakeit

Me:Mon-Fri..Weekendsyou'llbeoff

Shantel:YesSir..I'lltakeit,Youcanjusttellme

whentostart

Me:I'lldrawupacontract,TalktomywifeandI'lllet

youknow

Shantel:Youwon'tregretit

Me:Thankyousomuch



NOMAKHOSI

Thehonesttruthisthat,MylastisnotfromBuda.I

hadanaffairwithaguywhoworksatEngengarage.

ThingsforBudaandIwerealreadygettinghard,I

neededmoney.HisnameisSizwe,Andheisnot

muchinvolved.IhadtochaseafterhimuntilIgave

up,Butnow.SinceLwandleisleaving,Ithinkit's

timeheshipsin..Icalledhim..

Sizwe:Khosi

Me:Sizweit'sbeenmonthsnow

Sizwe:Don'tyoulivewithyourManorsomething?

Me:It'snotaboutthat,It'saboutyoudoingwhat's

right



Sizwe:YouhadamanKhosi,Youplayedme.You

hadaman,Andthoughtyou'dtrapmewithachild?

Wtf??

Me:Sizwe!!

Sizwe:Andstopcallingme,Youupsettingmy

girlfriend

Me:Sizwelisten..

Hehungup..

Me:Sizwe!!!..Fuck!!

NOMVULA

Lisa:Husbandontheline



Me:Okay

Ipickedupthephone..

Me:Husband

Afro:HopeI'mnotdisturbing

Me:Notatall,Iseverythingokay?Youhardlycall

meatwork

Afro:SomethingIwantedtorunbyyou

Me:Okay?

Afro:Ifoundusachef



Me:Achef?

Afro:Shantel,Sheactuallyworkshere.GoodcookI

thinkshe'lldowellasourhomecook

Me:Tiredofmyfood?

Afro:Notatall,PlusshecanMindNaomiand

LangasincetheNannyisquitting.Wegettingafull

packagehere

Me:Okay

Afro:Waitnoprotesting?

Me:Wedoneedasitterandtheyhardtofind



Afro:I'lltalktohersoshecanstartassoonas

possible

Me:Okay..SowhatarewedoingforNaomi's

birthday

Afro:Hallelujah,Shedidn'tforget..I'mproud

Me:Comeon

Afro:IwastalkingtoPat,Sheaskedifwecandoit

athome.Forherfriendsthatside

Me:Iliketheidea,I'lltalktoher

Afro:Okaythenseeyoulaterathome

Me:Iloveyou



Afro:Iloveyoumorebaby

Ihungup...

MBALI(BUDA'SDAUGHTER)

KhosicalledmeIexcusedmyselffromthelecture

hall..

Me:Hi

Khosi:HiMbali

Me:IsDadalright?

Khosi:No..He'sgettingworse,Ihavedecidedthat



I'mputtinghiminahomeorsomething

Me:Ahome?

Khosi:Lwandleismovingout,Ihavefourkidsto

takecareof.Ican'ttakecareofhimtoo

Me:Iunderstandthen

Khosi:JustthoughtIshouldletyouknow

Me:No..It'sokay,JusttellmewhichonesoI'llbe

abletovisithim

Khosi:Okay

Me:Ihavetogotoclass..Bye



Khosi:WhenareyougoingtovisityourSiblings?

Me:I'mnotsure,It'shecticaroundhere

Khosi:Okaythenwe'llhearfromyou

Me:Bye

WeendedthecallandIwentbacktoclass.

MANDISA

Wegothomeandnotmuchhaschanged.My

Mother'sbedroomwasempty..

Me:Iwannavisithergrave



Mathi:I'lltakeyoutomorrow,Plusyouneeda

cleansing

Me:Idon'thavemoney

Mathi:We'llfiguresomethingout

Me:IneedtogetintouchwithLwandle,Soshe

comesbackhome

Mathi:Thatcanbearranged,Ihavehernumber

Me:ThankyouMathi,Youareofgreathelp

Mathi:Youwelcome



AFRO

Shantel:That'llbeall?

Colleague:Yeap

Hetooktheplateandcooldrink..

Shantel:Sir..Yourlunchisat13:00,Didn'tgetacall

thatyouwouldbeeatinglunchearly

Me:I'mnotonmylunchbreak,It'sactuallywhatwe

talkedaboutearlier

Shantel:Okay?

Me:Ispoketomywifeandshe'sagreed



Shantel:That'slovely

Me:I'llhaveVeronicadraftthecontractforyou

Shantel:Okay,Youcould'vetoldmethatduringyour

lunchbreakwhenIbringyourlunchupstairs

Me:Ijustneededfreshairfrommyoffice

Shantel:Freshairinthecanteen

Me:Andsomethingtodrink

Shantel:Yourusual?

Me:Yesplease



Shantel:I'llbringitup

Me:Thankyou

MBALI(BUDA'SDAUGHTER)

Me:WhatdidImiss?

Friend:Nothingmuch

Itookoutmyanatomytextbook..

Friend:Didyougiveitanythought?Whatthat

womansaid?

Me:Wewentoutforlunchaweekago,Some



strangewomanwalkeduptousandtoldmethat

mybabyisgoingtobeareincarnationofmysister

whodiedyearsago,NoIdidn'tgiveitathought

becauseit'scrazy

Friend:But..

Me:Wemedstudents,Ithoughtwedon'tbelievein

such.Webelieveinscience,Plus..Idon'tevenknow

whenColtandIwegoingtohaveababy

Friend:Okaythen

.
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AFRO

WhenIknockedoff,Idrovetomyhousetoseemy

Momandpickupthekids.Theyweredroppedoffat

herplaceafterschool.Theyveryfondoftheir

Grandmothernolie.

Naomi:Canwecomebacktomorrow,Tovisit

Grandma?

Me:Maybethisweekend,Nottomorrow

Mom:Heyit'sonlytwodaystilltheweekend

Naomi:Okay

Me:GotothecarguysI'llbethere



Langa:ByeGrandma

Mom:ByeBaby

LangatookNaomiandtheywenttothecar..

Mom:YouandVuladidwellwiththekids

Me:Wetry

Mom:Sitdownalittle

Isatdown..

Mom:Listen,YouandRainareverydifferent.You

wereraisedonLove,Shewasraisedonsurvival.All

herlifeshehadtosurvive,Andshe'sstilldoingit.

It'snotlikeshedoesn'tloveherfamily,She's



workinghardeverydaytomakesureherfamily

don'tgobacktothatlifeagain

Me:SobasicallyI'msufferingforthesinsofher

familyandeveryoneelsethat'sdisappointedher?

Mom:No..Youfoundthesinsandthewounds

already.Lookyouguyscomeveryfar,Ithinkyou

guyshavedoneprettywellforyourselveshey.Ican

saytheonlythingthatalmostbrokeyouguyswas

whenshesleptwithherbabydaddy,Afterthatshe

hasn'tcheatedunlessI'mwrong

Me:Shehasn't..There'snoreasonforhertoworry

aboutthat,She'sdoneverywellforherself

Mom:Shedoesn'tknowthat,Shestillhasthe

survivalinstinctwithinher.Justbepatientwithher,

Ifyoucan'tmaybeyouguyscangofortherapy



Me:Yaamaybe

NOMVULA

Lisa:Yournotesforthepresentationtomorrow

morning

Sheyawned..

Me:Lisayoudon'thavetostaylate,Justbecause

I'mstayinglate

Lisa:Ineedtheextramoneythismonth,Whenare

youleaving?

Me:At19:00

Lisa:Iknockoffat16:00,Nowit's18:00.At19:00I



would'vedone3hoursthat'sanextragrandonmy

paythismonth

Me:Clockitin

Lisa:Iwill

(Silence)

Me:What?

Lisa:What'seatingyouup?

Me:Afrofoundusachef/nanny

Lisa:Younothappywiththat?



Me:No,ButItoldhimIam

Lisa:Why?

Me:Ourbabysitterisleavingsowedoneed

someone,HercookingformyfamilyIamnot

comfortablewiththatbutatthesametimelookat

me.IamatworkwhendoIcookformyfamily?

Can'tsurviveontakeoutseveryday

Lisa:Whydon'tyoucutoffyourknockingtimethen,

Knockoffat15:00?YouaretheBossafterall

Me:IambutIcan't.Ineedtoalwaysoverseethings.

Idon'ttrustmyteamenoughtoletthembeontheir

own,Plusclientstrustme

Lisa:ThenpromoteonetobetheCEO



Ilaughed..

Me:That'swhenmycompanywilltakeadownfall.

Theyhardworkingyesbuttheynotreadyforthat

positionandresponsibility

Lisa:It'snotthattheynotready,Youjustdon'ttrust

noone

Me:LisaIgotthisopportunity,ThisblessingandI

grabbeditwithbothhands.Momatterhowmuch

moneyI'msittingon,Istillfear.AnymistakeIcan

loseeverything.Ihavekids,OnethingIwouldn't

wantisforthemtosufferlikeIdid

Lisa:That'snotgoingtohappen.Youareblessed

andyouknowwhatmakesyoumoreblessed?You

havebothworlds.Successfulandmarried.Most

womenwhoaresuccessfularen'tmarried,They

strugglewithfindinglove.Youhavebothworlds,



Makebothwork.Don'tlettheotheronesuffer.Both

areimportant

NOMAKHOSI

Lwandlecamebackhomewithapackofchicken

braaicuts,Riceandveges..

Thischildhasthemostevilmother,Idon'tknow

howshebecamedifferent.Lwandleisnother

mother'schild..

Shetriestohelp,EvenwithherlastR50..

Me:I'mplacinghiminahome

Lwandle:HaveyouspokentoMbaliaboutit?



Me:Yes..We'veagreedonit.Ican'ttakecareofhim

andthenthekids,It'stoomuch

Lwandle:Iunderstandwhereyoucomingfrom

Me:Maybewhenhe'sgone,Icanstartlookingfora

job

Lwandle:That'sgood,It'sbetter

Me:Yaa

Lwandle:Letmetaketheplatestothekidsinthe

livingroom

Me:Thankyou

Lwandle:OhwanotherreasonwhyI'mmovingout,



It'sspace.Isharethebedroomwiththeother3.I

don'thavespace,Idon'thaveprivacy.It'stoo

crowdedupinhere

Me:Understandable

Lwandle:I'llstilltrytohelpwhereIcanevenwhenI

havemovedout

Me:Thankyou

MBALI(BUDA'SDAUGHTER)

Colt:Reincarnationdoesn'tnecessarilymeanthe

babyisgoingtocomeoutresemblingyoursister

exactly

Me:Reincarnationmeansmysister'sspiritis



comingbackandit'sgoingtoliveinourbaby,She'll

bereborn..Tellmethatain'tbullshit?

Colt:Ibelieveinreincarnation

Hegavemetheglassofwine.Thencameand

stoodbehindme,Hemassagedmyshoulders..

Me:Maybewe'llvisitthisconversationwhenwedo

haveababy

Colt:Maybe..Howwasschool?

Me:Hectic,ButI'mgettingthehangofit

Colt:You'llbefine

Hekissedmeatthebackofmyneck,Thenmy



cheek..

Colt:Wecangoandtakeashower,Easethetension

Me:Maybeweshould

AFRO

Me:Wheredoyouguyswannaeattonight?

Naomi:McDonald's

Langa:I'mtiredofMcDonald's

Me:Wecangethomeandpreparechickenwith

lasagne



Naomi:Mompreparesitbetterthanyou,Ilikehers

better

Langa:YeahMomisnothere,Shewon'tbehome

untillate

Naomi:Whydoesshealwayscomehomelate?

Me:Becausesheworkshard

Langa:Becauseshelovesherjobmore

Me:That'snottrue,AndIdon'twannahearyou

talkinglikethataboutyourMom

Langa:Itiswhatitis

Me:Hey!



Heputonhisearphones.Ishookmyhead..

.
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Igothomeandthecrewhadeatendinneralready.

Afrowasclearingthetable..

Me:Lasagne?

Afro:Itried,Naomihadtocriticit



Me:I'msorryyou'llgetbetter

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Afro:NaomiisdonebathingandwatchingTVinher

room,Langaisdoinghomework

Me:Thankyou,TomorrowI'mtakingadayoffsince

it'sNaomi'sbirthday.Wannadrivehertopreschool,

Pickherupandwegoout

Afro:That'sagreatidea,Shantelwillbestarting

tomorrowsoyouguyswillspendthedaytogether

andyoucangettoknowher

Me:Wowseemslikeyouhadthiswomanworking

forusinyourmindforawhilenow



Afro:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Me:I'mtryingtosayitwasquick

Hethrewthedishesinthesink,Onebroke..

Afro:OhwI'msorrythatIdidn'ttellyouaboutthisa

whilebackbutconsideringthesituationI'min.

Havingacareer,Makingsurethekidsaresafe

whentheygethome.Cookingdinnerforthemor

takingthemoutandmakingsuretheyinbedon

time,Seemstobeafulltimejobforme

Me:OhhI'msorry,YoumakeitsoundlikeI'mnever

home

Afro:Youareherebutyoualsonothere!



Me:Wow

Afro:Youmakeitsoundlikeyoutheonlyonewitha

careeryesyoumightslightlybeearningmorethan

mebyjustasmalldifferencebutthatdoesn'tmake

youtheheadofthisfamily!!Norisitreasonenough

foryoutoneglectyourfamily

Me:Forgivemeforholdingyoubackintomarrying

someonewithanordinarycareersoshecouldbea

stayathomemom!

Afro:Areyouhearingyourselfrightnow?Whathas

gottenintoyou?WhereisthegirlIfellinlovewith

yearsago?

Me:Shegrewup!!..Can'texpectmetobethesame

personalltheseyears



Langa:FortheloveofGod,canyoupleasetakeit

downanotch.Naomicanheartheshouting

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:I'llgocheckuponmyDaughter

Afro:NoIgotit

Hewipedhishands..

Afro:Youcancheckyouremailsandprepareforthe

meetingsyou'llbehavingtomorrow

Hewalkedout..

Afro:Sorrybuddy



Langalookedatmeandshookhishead...

FEZILE

Iknocked..

Mom:Comein

Iexhaledandopenedthedoor,Shewasbaking.We

haven'tspokenfor8months,Ihaven'tbeenhome

for8months.Eversinceshebustedmeandmy

boyfriend..

Me:Goodevening

Mom:Goodevening



Me:I..Iwantedtopassbyandseeyoubeforegoing

home

Shekeptquietforalongtime..

Me:Nevermind

Iturnedaroundtoopenthedoor..

Mom:Grabanapronsoyoucanhelpme

Iturnedandlookedather..

Mom:Iwannamakeacolourfulprettycakefor

Naomi'sbirthdaytomorrow.IfIheardright,Gay

guyshavestyle

IchuckledandwenttogettheApron..



Iputitonandhelpedher...

Me:Whatareyoumaking?

Shepushedmealittle..

Mom:Surpriseme

Me:OkayI'lltrymybest

Mom:I'llmakemyselfacupofteainthemeantime

MANDISA

Mathi:Areyousureaboutthis?



Me:Yes

Iknocked..

Voice:Comein

Iopenedthedoorandwalkedin,Mathifollowedme..

Weclosedthedoor..

Khosishowedupwithababythatshewas

breastfeeding..

Khosi:I'llbedamned!!

Me:Khosi



Khosi:Whatthehellareyoudoinghere?Younot

welcomedhere

Me:Idon'tcare..I'mheretoseemyDaughter

Lwandle:Whoisth-

Sheshowedup,Allgrown..

Me:Lwandle

Lwandle:Mom??

NOMVULA

Iknockedathisdoor..



Langa:Comein

Iopenedandwalkedin..

Me:Heybabycanwetalk?

Heputhislaptopaway..

Me:YourFatherandI,Weloveeachothervery

muchandIloveyouguystoo

Langa:Idon'tunderstand,Youguysloveeachother

verymuchbutyoualsofightandargueverymuch

Me:Youdon'tunderstandwhatyouandIhavebeen

throughbaby,IknowInevertoldyoubutwe've

beenthroughalot.I'mdoingthisforyouandNaomi,

SoyouguyswillneverhavetogothroughwhatI



wentthroughasachild

Langa:AtleastDadishere,WhataboutNaomi?

She'sagirlandsheneedsyoutoo

Me:LangapleaseI'mtryingmyhardest

Langa:Younottryingyourhardest,Youdon'teven

wannatry

Me:Ijust..I'mgoingtodobetter,I'mgoingtotry

andbeheremostofthetime

Langa:Dadneedshelphe'sdoingeverythingalone.

Nevermissedanyofmysportsdayatschoolfrom

primarytohighschool,NevermissesNaomi'sballet

classesyouneverthereevenforimportant

occasions



Me:Iamalwaysthereforimportantoccasions,

Nevermissedabirthday

Langa:ThankGodforAuntyLisa,She'syourhuman

calendar

Me:Langa!!!

Langa:I'msorry

Me:IamgoingtocheckonNaomi..Goodnight

Langa:Goodnight

MANDISA

Weclearlywasn'tgoingtotalkatthehouse,Sowe

walkedtothisotherchillplacebythecornertosit



thereandtalk.

Lwandleboughtusabucketfullofsavanna

dumpies,Ilookedatitandlookedather..

Shetookoneandopenedit,Thenstarteddrinking.

Justgulpingitdownhalfway..

Me:Areyouanalcoholic?

Lwandle:What?

Me:ThismustcostatleastR250orso,Yougulped

thatdownlikeitwasnothing

Lwandle:Alothashappened

Me:Soyoufindcomfortinalcohol?



Lwandle:Whynot?

Me:Lwandle!Yousmarterthanthis

Lwandle:YouthelastPersontotalktomeabout

rightandwrong

Me:IamyourMother!

Lwandla:Andyoufuckedmeupfirst

Mathi:Okayguyslet'strytocalmdown

Me:Okay..I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantojudge

Lwandle:Thankyou



Me:LwandleIwantyoutocomebackhome,Idon't

wantyoustayingthereanymore

Lwandle:Iammovingout

Me:When?

Lwandle:Foundaplace,Thisweeklatest

Me:Comebackhome

Lwandle:No..Ineedmyownplace,Ineedtobe

aloneforawhile

Me:Okaynopressure..Justgladtobetalkingto

you



Mathi:Canaboltgetusfromhere?

Lwandle:Yaa..We'llcallitwhenyouguysareready

toleave

.

Tobecontinued
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ThismorningIhadaverybusyday.Iwokeupearly

topreparebreakfastforthefamily,Thendrovethe

kidstoschool.Ihadtothendrivetowoolworths,

Buy2cakes,snacksanddrinksforNaomi's

birthdaytoday.Thendrivebacktodropthemoff...



By11:00amIwasathome,TomeetShantel.She

showedup.Aprettylookingblondewithathick

bodytype.Greatsmileandgreenisheyes..

Shantel:IamgratefulforthisopportunityandI

promisethatyouwon'tregretit

Shewas5yearsyoungerthanme...Lookingather

resume..

Me:Youwenttoculinaryschool?

Shantel:Cookingismypassion.Ifindjoy,Peace

andexcitementincooking.It'salsotherapeuticfor

me

Me:Iunderstand..Wellthenwelcome,Hopingwe

willhaveagoodrelationshipyouandI



Shantel:Wewill

Me:OurSitterquit,Notonbadterms.Herhusband

gotanotherjobsotheyhadtorelocate,Meaning

you'llalsohavetowatchthekidswhentheycome

backfromschooltillwecomebackhome

Shantel:Iwill

Me:Youokaywith20kamonth?

Shantel:It'smorethanenough,Thankyou

Me:Tellmeareyoumarried?

Shantel:Single..Havebeenfor3years,Myfiancé

passedon..Carcrash



Me:I'msorrytohearthat

Shantel:It'sokay..It'sbeenalongtime

(Silence)

Shantel:I'llstartoffwithtidyingup

Me:Mybedroomisofflimits

Shantel:YesMam

THEMBI

Imadethecoughmixture.Cookingoil,Brownsugar,

Andvinegar.Ichuckeditdown.Ihavethisterrible

cough,AtnightIsweatandcough.Icoughupthis

greenthickmucustoo..Mychestwaspainfultoo



fromallthecoughing..

Ilookedatthesugarcontainer,Itwasempty.Idon't

havemoneytobuymore.ActuallyIdo,IhaveR50

butit'sallreservedforbeer..

ItookmycellphonetocallNomvula,Shehadeither

blockedmynumberorchangedhersim.Callingher

officeisuseless,Theynolongerputmethrough

anymore..

MANDISA

Iwaswokenupbynoise.Ihadasorethroattoo,We

sleptonthefloorinthelivingroom.

Mathiwasstillsleeping...



Wecouldn'tgohomelastnight,Wedranksomuch

thatLwandlebroughtusbackhere.Tosleephere,

Wetriedrequestingbutnoboltdriverwasavailable..

Itwasprettylate..

Me:Mathiwakeup

Sheresisted..

Me:Mathiwakeupsowecango

Sheslowlyopenedhereyes..

Thespongewewassleepingonwasold,Tearingup

andsmellingofurine..

Igotup,Andputonmyjeans..Khosiwalkedin..



Khosi:Maythisbethelasttimeyousleepinmy

house

Me:Trustme,Ididn'twanttoo.Ionlydidbecause

myDaughteraskedmetoo.MyDaughterthatyou

milking,Mydaughterwhoseemstohavebeen

carryingyouandyourkidsonhershoulders

Khosi:Wetookcareofyourkidwhenyoufailedto

beaMother,Don'tcomehereactinglikeyoudoing

usanyfavours

Me:Mathicomeon..Weleaving

Isearchedthroughmypockets,Mymoneywas

missing.MyR150..

Me:What?



IlookedatKhosi..

Me:Didyoustealmymoney?

Khosi:Excuseme?

Me:IhadR150inmypocket,It'sgonenow

Khosi:Youguysgothomedrunkyesterday,Don't

youthinkthatperhapsyoudrankyourmoney?

Mathiwokeup..

Khosi:Justgetoutofmyhouseplease

NOMVULA



Me:Shantel

Shantel:YesMam?

Me:Rainplease

Shantel:HowcanIbeofhelp?

Me:Pleasewritedownalistofallthespicesand

everythingthatyoucomfortablecookingwith.I'm

goingtogobuygroceries

Shantel:I'lldoso

Me:Oryoucanjustwhatsappmeeverything

Here..



Ihandedhermyphone..

Me:Youcanputinandsaveyournumber

Shantel:Okay

Me:I'llgiveyouaminute

Iwentupstairstochange...

MANDISA

Wedecidedtostopbyatthesameplaceforafew

todrink,Tokillthehangover..

Mathi:IhadR700inmybag,R500ismissing



Me:I'mtellingyoushestoleourmoney.Wegot

theredrunk,Sherobbedus

Mathi:Thatwasmylastmoneyandcontributionto

grocery

Me:ThisiswhyIwantLwandletomoveoutasap

Mathi:She'smessingwithawrongwoman,I'llshow

her

NOMAKHOSI

Ididstealtheirmoney.Theyweresodrunkthat

theydidn'tknowwhatwashappening.

AtleastIhaveR650tobuyfood.R500fromMathi



andR150fromMandisa..

TodayIneededtogotothehospital,Sotheycan

makearrangementsforBudatobetaken.Hegets

histreatmentthere,I'msurethey'llhelpout.Make

arrangementsforhimtobetakenaway,BecauseI

cannotcareforhimatall..

AFRO

IcalledNomvulatofindoutwhat'sgoingon,How

sheisholdingupwithShantel..

HerphonewasansweredbyShantel..

Shantel:Sir

Me:Hi..Whereismywife?



Shantel:Sheisupstairschanging,Shewannago

outdogroceries

Me:Uhmokay..Whatareyoudoingwithherphone?

Shantel:AskedmetosavemynumbersoIcould

sendherthegrocerylist

Me:OhwIsee..TellherIcalled

Shantel:IwillSir

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

IwasstrollingaroundcheckerswhenAfrocalled..

Me:Babe

Afro:MrsDubazana,DidyougetamessagethatI

called?

Me:Idid..IwasmeanttocallyoubackbutI'm

gettinggroceries,Iforgot

Afro:Ohw

Me:Iseverythinggood?



Afro:Wascheckinguponyouandhowyoufinding

Shantel

Me:Herresumespeaksforher.She'sgood.She

wenttoculinaryschoolandhintedbeforeIleftthat

shealsodidteachingfoundationphase,Something

likethat

Afro:Yaabutthatwasn'therpassion.Herpassion

wasculinary,Shedidteachingasaprecautionand

alsobecauseParentswantedhertoo

Me:Seemslikeyouknowmoreaboutthisgirl

Afro:Shedidopenupalotaboutherlifeinthe

canteen,Shetalksalot

Me:Andshe'sbeautiful



Afro:Sheis

Me:Sexybody

Afro:Iwouldn'tknowthatbecauseI'veonlykept

eyecontactwithher

Me:Wehappyright?Iknowwedohaveissuesbut

wehappilymarriedright?

Afro:Ofcourseweare

Me:Imeanthisisalwayswhatwewanted,And

we'vedoneitallthatwesaidweweregoingtodo.

Wehavecareers,Marriedandtwowonderfulkids

Afro:Wouldn'thaveitanotherway



Me:I'llseeyouathome,Iwantedustohavesome

familydinnersinceit'sNaomi'sbirthday

Afro:Okayseeyoulater

Me:Iloveyou

Afro:Iloveyoumore

SHANTEL

ThemostrichandadmiredcoupleinSouthAfrica.

Wifeslightlyricherthanthehusband,Buttheyrich.I

wonderhowtheydidit,It'sveryrarebuttheydidit..

Howdotheymaketheirmarriagework,Considering

thefactthattheybothhavedemandingcareers??



Themasterbedroomwasbeautiful,Elegant.She

hasherownsideofthecloset,Sodoeshe.Her

closetissectioned.Makeupseparate,Toiletries..

Theirpenthouseisbreathtaking,Stateoftheart.

Appliances,Idon'tevenwannagothere.I'mstill

learningafewthings.Thecupboardsyoudon'tjust

open,There'saabuttonyoupress..

Isatontheirbed,Verybig.Theensuitbathroom,

Theshowerheadiswhattookme..Ilaidbackon

thebed,Icouldlivelikethis.Icouldalsohavea

successfulmanandwecanbothcometogether

andbuildsomething.UnfortunatelytheoneIwant,

Isalreadymarried..

Igotupfromthebedandwenttochecktheir

sectionoffame.Shewasontheforbeslist,Won

businessawards.Articles.



Me:Amazing

Iputtheawarddownandwentdownstairs..

NOMAKHOSI

Me:Here

Nurse:Thankyou

Me:Nothankyou..Ididn'tknowthehospitalhada

homethattakescareofpeoplewithdementia

Nurse:Wedo,It'sforfamilieslikeyouwhocan't

careforthepatient

Me:Howdoyouguysmakemoney?



Nurse:Government,Privatesponsors

Me:That'sgood

Nurse:I'llsenditthrough.It'lltake3daysforittobe

processedthenthepatientwillbefetched

Me:Thankyou

MANDISA

Mathi:Gotit

IwaslookingatBuda.Hewassittingonthechair

justblanklystaringatthewall..



Me:Ineverthoughtthismanwouldturnoutlikethis

oneday

Mathi:Yaawenothereforthat

Me:Howcansheleaveandnotevenlockhiminat

least,Whatifhewandersoff

Mathi:Idon'tthinkso..Lookathim

Me:Yaa

Mathi:Let'sgo..Igothert-shirt

Me:ByeBuda

Wewalkedoutofthebedroom..



Buda:Mandisa

Istopped..

Iturnedandwenttohim..Iheldhishand,He

squeezedmine

Me:It'sme..Doyourememberme?

Helookedatmeandthenlookedatthewall..

Me:Ithinkheremembersme

Mathi:Sweet..Nowlet'sgo

AFRO



Vero:Youhaveacall

Ipickedupthephone..

Me:BonganiDubazanaspeaking

Shantel:It'sme..ItsShantel

Me:Shantel..Iseverythingokay?

Shantel:Everythingisokay,Ijustwantedtocheckif

myFathercanstillcomethrough?Iforgottomake

theappointment

Me:Uhm..Yaasure,Justsaywhen



Shantel:I'llpassbyhishouseandaskhim

Me:Noproblem..Howareyoufindingeverything?

Shantel:Yourhouseisamazing,Thekitchenisjust

perfectandyourWife.She'ssuchasweetheart

Me:Gladtohearthat

Shantel:Can'twaittomeetthekids,Ihopethey'll

welcomemewarmly

Me:I'msuretheywill

Shantel:ThankyousomuchfortheopportunityI

won'tdisappoint

Me:Ibelieveinyou..Justundernocircumstances



shouldyougotothemasterbedroom.Mywife

doesn'tlikeanyoneinvadingherprivatespacenor

touchingherthings,I'msureshetoldyou

Shantel:Shedidcommunicateitwithme,I'mjust

gonnakeepitinthekidsbedroomsandthekitchen

Me:Okaythankyou..I'llseeyouguyslater

Shantel:Bye

Me:Bye

THEMBI

Icoughedagain,UndermyJersey..

Charm:HayiThembi..Hayi..Yabonalengekenje



ngiyimele(Iwon'tstandthis)

Me:Imakancancemaankuyabanda(Waitaminute,

It'scold)

Charm:It'snotcold,Andyouhaveanastycough.

Yougoingtochasemycustomersaway.Thembi

youmighthaveTB

Me:Haisuka..It'sjustacough

Charm:Doyoueventakeyourmedicationas

indicated?ThembineJeanseyaziwela.I'msureyou

wearingtrackpantsunderthatJean

Me:EyyCharmaine

Charm:I'mnotgoingtofeelsorryforyou.Youare



killingyourselfonpurposechaa!!Lookatmeand

lookatyourself,Idon'tdrinkandItakemymeds.I

hardlygetsick

Me:I'mfineCharm..IStressthat'sall

Sheshookherhead..

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwasscaredofhowthekidsweregoingtoreceive

Shantel.Langaisateenwithamindofhisown,

Saysalmosttonothing..



NaomiwaswarminguptoShantelverywell.

Iwashappytoseethat.Wewerepreparingher

dinnerparty,Shewasexcitedtoengage

Me:Sheseemstolikeyou

Shantel:Sheisalovelygirl

Me:Sheisindeed

Shantel:Ifyoudon'tmindmeasking,Howdidyou

andMrDmeet?

Me:MrD?Soundsvulgar



Shelaughed..

Me:Iwas19hewas20.Weactuallycomefromthe

samehood

Shantel:Wow

Me:Yes

Shantel:Atruelovestoryindeed

Me:Doyouhavesomeonespecial?

Shantel:Notatall,Beensinglefor3years

Me:Areyouopentoarelationship?



Shantel:Iam..It'shardtofindagoodmanthese

days

Me:Wealldestinedtobewithsomeone,Don'tworry

you'llfindsomeone

Shantel:Thankyou

MANDISA

Mathi:It'sdone,Khosiwillstealallherlifeuntil

someonekillsher

Me:That'sabitextremedon'tyouthink?

Mathi:Webroke,Shestoleourmoney

Me:Shedidnolie,Maybethatwillteachher



Mathi:ListenIdon'tthinkLwandleisgoingtocome

andlivehere,Idoubtshe'llmovefromonetoxic

environmenttothenext

Me:Wenottoxichere

Mathi:Weareverybroke,She'llthinkthatshehasto

supportustoo

Me:Wehustle..Iwould'vegottenanotherjob.I

doubtanexcon,Whoalmostkilledherboyfriend

wouldwannabehired

Mathi:Itissad

Me:We'llhustlethough..Tellme,Wheredidyouget

themoneytopayfortheconsultation



Mathi:I'maregularcustomer,I'llpayher

Me:Mathioutofeverythingyoucouldpossiblydo,

Yougoforbewitchingpeople

Mathi:Peopleneedtolearn,Andshe'lllearnthe

hardway

THEMBI

Iknocked..Lwandleopened..

Me:Lwandle

Lwandle:Gogo



Iwalkedin..

Me:WhereisKhosi?

Lwandle:She'sbathingthebaby

Me:Okay

Icoughed..

Lwandle:Youdon'tlookwellGogo

Me:Ihaveabadcough

Lwandle:Didyougototheclinic?

Me:No..I'lladdressitwiththeNursewhenIgoto



getmymeds

Lwandle:Pleasedo,CouldbeTB

Me:Yaa.Whatdidyouguyscook?I'mhungry

Lwandle:SitdownI'lldishupforyou

AFRO

WhenIgothome,Shantelwasinthekitchen.She

wasstandingatthestove,Backfacingthedoor.

Shewassinging..

Shedidn'tnoticeme...

Shewaswearingashortdress,Andboots.She

doesindeedhaveasexythickbody..



Iclearedmythroat.Sheturnedherhead..

Shantel:Sir

Sheturnedaroundcompletely..

Shantel:Ididn'tseeyou

Me:Youwerebusy

Shantel:YaajustpreparingthedessertbeforeIeave

Me:Pleasejoinus

Shantel:Sir?



Me:It'smyDaughter'sbirthday..Pleasejoinus

beforeyouleave

Shantel:Idon'twannaimpose

Me:Younotimposing

Shantel:I'dlikethatverymuch

Me:I'llgoandfreshenup

.

Tobecontinued
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AFRO

Wewereallsittingatthetablehavingdinner.The

foodwasdelicious..

Me:Shantelthefoodwasdelicious

Rain:Indeed..Youknowyourwayaroundthe

kitchen

Shantel:Igetby

Naomi:Ilovethepudding

Me:Ifyoulikeitthatmuch,I'llmakemoreforyou

butnoteverydaybecausetoomuchsugarisnot

healthyforyouandyourteeth



Shetickledher..Naomilaughed..

Shantel:Langaareyouokay?Areyouenjoyingthe

pudding?

Langa:It'sdelicious

Shantel:That'swhateverycookwantstoknow,

MaybetomorrowIcancookyourfavouritemeal

Me:Langagetsbywellwithjunkfood

Shantel:That'snothealthyespeciallysinceyouplay

basketball

Me:Ialwaystellhim



Langa:I'llbefine

Shantel:I'dliketoseeyouplay,When'sthenext

timeyouplaying?

Langa:Really?

Shantel:Yeahwhynot?

Langa:Cool..Myit'llhelpalot,MyMomistoobusy.

She'sneverseenmeplayinalongtime

Me:Langa

Shantel:I'msureifshecouldbethereshewould,I

don'tthinkshedoesitonpurpose

Rain:Excuseme



Shegotupfromthetableandwenttothebedroom..

Shantel:IthinkIshouldclearthetableandleave,It

isprettylate

Me:It'sokaywe'llclearthetable

Shantel:It'sreallynotrouble

Me:You'vedonesomuchalready,We'llclearthe

table

Shantel:OkayI'llgetmybagandjacketthengo

Me:I'llwalkyououttoyourcar



Langa:We'llclearthetable

NOMAKHOSI

Thekidsweregettingreadyforbed..

Lwandle:Heyletmetalktoyouforasecond

Me:Okay

Iwalkedout..

Lwandle:Ifoundaplace,I'llstartmovingmythings

theretomorrow

Me:Whereisit?



Lwandle:2rooms,Inthenexthood.RentisR1800,

Someone'sbackyard.Quitereasonable

MeI'msaddenedtoseeyouleavebutthenI

understand,I'mgoingtomissyou

Lwandle:I'llstillhelparound,R500everymonth

Me:Thankyou..I'msurenowyou'llbeabletohave

arelationshiptooandyourboyfriendwillvisityouin

yourownplace

Lwandle:Yeahsure

Shewalkedaway..

Me:Lwandle?



Lwandle:Yeah?

Me:Areyoulesbian?

Lwandle:What?

Me:YoudressmorelikeatomboyandI'venever

seenyouorheardyoutalkingaboutaguy

Lwandle:GoodnightKhosi

AFRO

Me:I'msosorryaboutthat

Shantel:It'sokay,IhopeRainwasn'ttoooffended



Me:Yaashe..Sheworkshardandhardlyaround,

Thekidsjustdon'tunderstand

Shantel:It'slife

Welookedateachother,Ibitmylowerlip..

Shantel:Ishouldgetgoing

Imovedclosertoherandputmyhandonhercheek,

Whilstmyotherhandwasstillinmypocketand

kissedher..Ipulledaway..

Me:I'msosorry,Idon'tknowwh-

Shekissedme..Thenranherhandonmycrotch.I

gotaninstanterectionwhenIgrabbedherphatass..



Sheforcedherhandinsidemysweatpants.I

movedherandpinnedheragainsthercar.Wewere

intheparkinglot,Inthebasement.Itwasquietand

theareawewereinwasabitdark..

Sheloweredmysweatpants,Iwasn'twearingany

briefs.Shecroucheddownandgrabbedmyhard

dickthenputitinhermouth.Iclosedmyeyesas

shegavemeaBJ.Igrabbedonherhairmadeher

deepthroat..

ShewentonforawhilethenIpulledherupwithher

hair.Ipinnedheragainstthecaragainandlowered

herunderwearallthewaydown..

Iranmyhandonhersmoothshavedcoochie..I

grabbedherlegandplacedithighagainstmywaist.

Shegrabbedmydickandpusheditin..

Shantel:I'llgetamorningafterpilltomorrow



morning,Ipromise

Withthatbeingsaid,Ipushedfurtherin.Sheputher

handonmyabsandmoaned,Slightlypushingme

back..

IpulledhertomealittlesoIcouldgrabonherass

asIfuckedherandhermoaningsoftly.Sheplaced

bothherarmsaroundmyneckandwetongue

kissed..

NOMVULA

Langahadnobusinessputtingourproblemson

blastlikethatinfrontofthestranger..

WhenIwascalm,Iwalkedbacktothekitchen.

LangaandNaomiwereclearingupthetable..



Me:WhereisDaddy?

Langa:HewalkedShanteltohercar

Me:Ohw..Shantelleft?

Naomi:Yes

Me:Ineedtotalktoyouguys

Theylookedatme..

Me:Iknowwehavingproblems,Butpleaselet'snot

discussourproblemsinfrontofpeople.Shantelis

newandIdon'twantuswelcomingherwithour

problems..Agreed?

Langa:Agreed



Naomi:Agreed

AFRO

IsqueezedherasstightasIcamedeepinsideof

herwhilstbreathinginandoutdeep..Istayedinside

ofherforafewsecondsbeforepullingout.WhenI

did,Myspermsrandownherthighs..

Shepulledupherunderwearandworeit.

ImadesurethatIwasn'tlicking,Thenpulledmy

pantsup..

Shantel:Goodnight,I'llseeyoutomorrowmorning

Shekissedme..



Me:Goodnight

Shegotherkeyout,Unlockedhercarandgotit.I

closedthedoor,Shestarteditandthenreversedto

leave..

Iwatchedherdrivingaway.Iwalkedtotheelevator,

Ipressedthebuttontomypenthouseandsawmy

weddingringonmyfinger..

Me:Fuck!!

SHANTEL

WhenIwasatashortdistance,Ipulledoverand

tookabreath.Thatwaswild,Ididn'texpectitto

happensoquickly.MeaningMrDhasbeeneyeing

meforawhile.Iwillbuythemorningafterpill,I'm



notgoingtogetpregnantasyet.He'ssmart,Idon't

wanthimthinkingIamtryingtotraphim..

Iplacedmyhandonmychest..

Me:Wow..Ohhmyword..Wow!!

NOMVULA

Afrowalkedin..

Me:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Afro:IwalkedShanteltohercarthenwentoutfor

freshair

Me:I'malmostdonehere,Thekidsarealreadyin

bed



Afro:I'mgoingtoliedown,You'llfindmeinbed

Me:Afro

Afro:Yes?

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Ispoketothekids,Idon'twantuswelcoming

Shantelwithproblems

Afro:It'sokay

Hewalkedcloserandkissedmeonmyforehead.I

couldsmellShantel'sperfumeonhim..



Afro:Goodnight..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.
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NOMVULA

ThenextmorningIwasupveryearlybecausealot

wasonmymind.Helpedthekidsprepareforschool,

Andthenpreparedforwork.Iwassittingatthe

counterdrinkingcoffeewhenAfrocamedown,

Preparedforworktoo..

Afro:Youwereupearly..Goodmorning



Me:Goodmorning

Hewalkedoverandkissedme,Hiscolognewas

smellingbutIstillcouldn'tgetthesmellofShantel's

perfumeonhimlastnight..

Me:I'vebeenrestless

Afro:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine

Afro:Talktome,What'swrong?

Me:Wouldyoucheatonme?



Afro:Huh?

Me:Lastnight,Icouldsmellherperfumeonyou

Heputhismugdownandcametome.Heheldmy

hands..

Afro:IhaveabeautifulwifeandkidsthatIadore.

WhywouldIruinmyperfectfamily?WedidhugasI

bidherfarewell.Inherculturethat'swhattheydo

andIdidn'twannaseemrude

Me:Yousaidifyoudon'twantmeanymore,You'll

tellmethancheat

Afro:Andthatstillstands

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..



Afro:Howaboutwegoouttonight,Beenawhile

sincewelastdiddatenight

Me:Iknow..Weshould

Afro:19:00?

Me:I'llbehomeby18:00

Hekissedme..

Me:Iloveyou

Afro:Iloveyoutoo

LWANDLE



Iwasofftoday,Whichgavemetimetomoveout

fromKhosi'splacetomyplace.

Mymomcametohelpme..

Mom:It'sgood..Bedroomandkitchencombined,

Thenthebathroom

Me:I'lldowellhere

Mom:I'msoproudofyou

Me:I'mproudofmyself

Mbalicalled..



Me:Ihavetotakethis,It'sMbali

Iwalkedouttoanswer..

Me:Hey

Mbali:Hey..Wantedtowishyouwellonmoving

Me:Alreadystarted

Mbali:That'sgood

Me:Yaathatplaceisjustnothealthy

Mbali:That'swhyIdragtovisit,Onlyvisit

Nomvula'splace



Me:HowisColt?

Mbali:He'sgood..Wegood..Sodidyoufinallyget

thecouragetotellthemanagerthatyoulikeher?

Me:She'smymanagerandagoodfriend,Idon't

wannaruinthat

Mbali:Soyou'lldieinside?

Me:I'lldieinside

Mbali:Lwandle

Me:I'llbegood

Mbali:Okayyoushouldcomethissideandvisit



Me:I'llcomeassoonasI'mfree

Mbali:Okaycan'twait..Letmegettoclass

Me:Talklater

Mbali:Bye

SHANTEL

ThismorningIwaswearingskinnyjeans,Atopand

wedgeheels.MyJeanfoldedabitatthebottom..

Iwalkedin,Afrowasstillaround..

Me:Goodmorning



Afro:Goodmorning

Iunzippedmybag,Tookoutthemorningafterpill..

Me:I'mlatebecauseIhadtogetthese

Afro:It'sokay

Iwentovertothesink..Todrink..

Afro:Youlook

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkedovertome..



Afro:VerygoodthatImightwannabelateatwork

onpurpose

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaist..

Me:Idon'twantRainwalkinginonus

Afro:She'salreadyleftforwork

Me:Isee

Iranmyhandsonhisarms..

Afro:What?

Me:Youhaveagoodwifeandsuchthingsdofinda

wayout



Afro:Honestlyspeaking..MywifeandI,Wearenot

currentlydoinggood.Idon'tthinkourrelationshipis

ashowitwasbackthen,Theloveisfading

Me:Divorcefading?

Afro:MaybebutIdon'twannaoutrightandsayit,

ButIwillendthingssoon..Ipromise

Me:Ididn'tknowthatyouhadtheheartsforme

Afro:Idid,Sincefromtheoffice

Me:WowandIhavealwayshadaneyeonyou

Hekissedme...



NOMVULA

Igotintomyoffice,Lisafollowedmewithmy

Caramelfrappe..

Lisa:GoodmorningMrsDubazana

Me:GoodmorningLisa

Lisa:Hereyougo

Me:Thankyou..Iactuallywantedtotalktoyou

Lisa:I'mlistening

Me:Iwannahalfmyhours.Knockoffat16:00



Lisa:Wow..That'sunexpected..Everythingokay?

Me:Myhusbandbroughthomeapairofwhitelegs

andtrustmeI'mstartingtogetscared

Lisa:Didyoutalktohimaboutit?

Me:Idon'twannacomeoffasjealousandparanoid.

Imightpushhimaway,Plusshehasn'tdone

anythingthatwouldmakemenottotrusther

Lisa:Ithinkthat'sgood..Focusingonthemarriage

andkids

Me:Maybesoonwemightneedtofindmea

replacement.Checkoutpotentialcandidates

Lisa:I'vebeensaying



Me:Yaaandyouwereright

SHANTEL

Iheldthedoorforhimashewalkedout..

Afro:Haveagoodday,I'llcallyoulater

Me:Youtoo

Hekissedme..

Afro:Bye

Me:Bye

.
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AFRO

Iwasgettingthroughmydaywithalittlebitof

musicplaying..

"She'supallnight'tilthesun

I'mupallnighttogetsome

She'supallnightforgoodfun

I'mupallnighttogetlucky"

Themusicstopped,MeaningIhadanincomingcall.

Ianswered,ItwasShantel.



Shantel:Haveyouhadlunchasyet?

Ilookedatthetimeitwas12:00..

Me:Inanhour

Shantel:GreatbecauseIambringingyousome?

Me:Totheoffice?

Shantel:YesI'llbethereasiflikeI'mcheckingupon

theoldcrewthendropyourlunchupstairs

Me:Okaybetter

Shantel:I'llmakeyouyourfavourite.Chillibeef



soupwithtoastedbread.Longstartedonthebeef

Me:Uuuu..I'lllovethat

Shantel:I'llbetheresoon,ThenI'llgogetthekids

Me:Okay..I'llbewaiting

Nomvulaonlydidthatgestureofbringingmelunch

atworkmaybeonceortwice,Thenshedidn't

anymore..

NOMVULA

Lisa:Theywaiting

Me:Flowersdidn'tcome?



Lisa:No

Me:Ohw

Lisa:Maybehe'sforgotten

Me:Afroneverforgetstosendmeflowersevery

Fridaymorning

Lisa:He'saman,Theyforget

Me:He'sAfro..Heneverforgets

Lisa:Idoubthewoulddothatonpurposethough

Me:Yaaasazi(Wedon'tknow)



PATRICIA(AFRO'SMOTHER)

Fezi:What'swrong?Youlookdistraught

Me:IaskedAfroifNaomicanhaveherbirthdaythis

sidethisweekend,Noneofthemgotbacktome.

HimandVula

Fezi:RainandAfroworkhardMa,TheybusyPeople.

Idon'tthinktheywoulddothatonpurposetohurt

you

Me:Iknowtheywouldn'tbutbothcan'tfindtime

fromtheirbusyscheduletoplanNaomi'sparty?

She'sofficiallyturning5

Fezi:I'llcallAfrolaterandseewhat'shappening



Me:Okaybabythankyou

Fezi:Ihavetogo,I'llseeyoulater

Me:Don'tforgettobringyourboyfriendtodinner

tonight,SoIcanofficiallymeethim

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Fezi:Anxious,ButIwon'tforget

Me:Okay..Getoutofhere,Iloveyou

Fezi:Iloveyoutoo

NOMAKHOSI



Afterhelpinghimbath,Isathimonthechair.Thisis

veryhardforme,Ican'twaitforMondaywherethey

finallytakehimaway..

Iheardaknock..

Iwenttocheck,ItwasmyMother.Shewalkedin..

Mom:Khosi

Me:Ma

Mom:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?



Mom:Hayikuyala(It'shard)

Shelookedexhaustedandweak,Waseven

strugglingtobreath..

Me:KodwaMa,Youreallysick

Mom:Indayslikethis,ImissGqibi.Shewould've

longtakenmetotheDr.IhaveaDaughterwhois

rich,Whowantsnothingtodowithme.Probably

purposedshe'llbeatmyfuneralonly

Me:Clinic

Mom:TheQueuesthere,Peoplewakeupveryearly

Me:Soyou'dratherdie



Mom:I'llbefine..Iusethecookingoilmixture

Me:Ohw

Shesatdownandcoughed..

NOMVULA

Ilookedatthem..

Me:I'msorrythismightkeepyouguysfromluncha

littlebut..It'simportant

Iexhaled..

Me:StartingfromToday,Ihavetakenthedecision

tocutmyworkinghours.I'llbeknockingoffat

16:00.Anotherthingisthat.Iwillbeclosely



monitoringyouguys,Lookingatyoutoseewhocan

beandhasmorepotentialofbeingaCEO

Theireyeswidenedatthementionofthat.

Me:IhopeeveryonewillbeontheirAgamefrom

todayandonwards..Thatwouldbeallfornow,

Thankyou

AFRO

Shanteldidshowupwithmyfavouritemeal.

Me:Ihavebeenwaitingforthis,Thankyouvery

much

Shantel:Youarewelcome



Me:Didyouseethecrew?

Shantel:Idid,Theybusytoo

Me:Ithinktheydomissyouaroundhere

Shantel:ShouldIcomeback?

Me:Fucknot!

Shelaughed....

Shantel:Howaboutyouworklatetonight,WhenI

knockoff.Youcancomevisitme

Me:Errrtonightwon'tdo,I'mtakingthewifeoutfor

dinner



Shantel:Ohw

Me:ButweekendsIamnotworking,Maybewecan

spendtimetogethertomorrow?

Shantel:I'llbeworkingIthink

Me:She'snotgoingintomorrow,Youdon'tworkon

weekendsunlessit'sanemergency

Shantel:Wellthenwewillspendtomorrowtogether

Me:Ican'twait

Shantel:Ican'twaittoo



Isatdowntoeat..

Shantel:Ishouldgogetthekids

Me:Okaydoso

Shantel:I'llseeyoulater

Shewalkedout...

NOMVULA

IthinkIhadwaitedalongtimenow,Thedaywill

evenalmostend.Icalledhim..

Afro:Baby



Me:Ididn'tgetmyflowerstoday

Afro:Ohhshit..Iforgot

Me:Forgot?That'sunlikeyou.Youdon'tjustforget

Afro:Iwasstressedoutthismorningbyaclient,

That'swhyitslippedmymind

Me:Nomatterhowmuchofabaddayyouhave,

Youdon'tforgettosendmeflowers

Afro:FuckRainwhatdoyouwantmetosay?Isaid

Iforgot,Whatnow?Yougonnacrucifymefor

fuckenflowers?Justoneday?Whenyoufucken

forgetalmostawholelotofshitthatIletslide?

Me:Wow!



Afro:I'mjustunderalotofstressrightnowwith

work,Pleasedon'tdothis..Idon'twannafight

Me:ByeAfro

Ididn'twaitforhimtosaygoodbyeback..

AFRO

Iimmediatelygotupandwenttomyassistant..

Me:HeyVero

Vero:Sir?

Me:PleasegetmewhiteRoses,4bouquetsofthem



andsendthemtomywife'soffice

Vero:Iwassurprised,Thoughtmaybeyoualready

sentthemyourself

Me:Ifuckenforgotandnowshe'sgoingtobitch

aboutit

Vero:NoproblemSir,Whatshouldbewrittenonthe

card?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybe.."I'msorry,Iloveyou"

Vero:I'lldothatSir

Me:Thankyou

.
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Whenmytimetoknockoffcame,Idreadedgoing

home.SoIdecidedtogowithLisatoherhouse,

AndseeherMother.NomatterhowmadAfrois,

He'sneverspokentomelikethatbefore.Idon't

knowwhyhedid,Idon'tcarehowmuchpressure

he'sunderbutthatwasuncalledfor..

AsLisaandIindulgedinwineandchocolates,I

lookedatthetime.Itwasnow20:00..

Lisa:Atleasttomorrowwenotworking



Me:Yaa

Lisa:Areyousureyoudon'twannagohome?

Me:Ihatetension,Ihatefightingwithhim.Ihate

doingitinthepresenceofthekidstoo

Myphonevibratedagain,Itwasanothermessage

fromhim..

Ireadit:

"Youbetterfuckenhaveagoodexplanationforthis,

Apartfrommissingourdatenight.YouaMother

andawifewhoisnotathomeatthistimeofthe

night?Youdon'teventhinkaboutyourkids?"

Itosseditaway..



Lisa:Anothermessage?

Me:Justwannadrivehimcrazyalittle

Nocawe:Arewesurewewannadrivehimcrazy?

Isatupstraightonthecouch..

Me:Ma

Nocawe:Iseeitall,ButI'mnotgoingtotellyou

anythingfornow.We'llhavethisconversationagain

oneday..Doyouguyshaveenoughblankets?

Lisa:Uhm..I'mnotsureifVulawillsleepover



Nocawe:Shewill.She'smadeuphermind

Lisa:Iguessso

Me:ThankyouMa

Nocawe:Iwillneverunderstandthisgeneration,

Youguystakemarriagelikeit'sajoke.Lisatoo,

Whyareyounotatyourhusband?

Me:IdidtellmyhusbandthatI'llbeathomethis

weekend,Plushe'sworkingoutoftown

Nocawe:Hmmm

Shewalkedaway..LisaandIlookedateachother

andlaughed..



AFRO

Iwasbusypacingupanddown..

Shantel:Stopit,You'llgivemeaheadache

Me:Whenareyouleavingagain?

Shantel:Afro!

Me:Mywifeisnothome,Idrovebyherwork.She's

notthere.It'sclosed.She'snotpickingupherphone,

She'snotansweringtexts.AtleastIknowshe'sstill

alivebecauseshereadsthedamnwhatsapp

messagesbutdon'treply.Shebetternotbe

cheatingonmebecauseIswear

Shantel:Youalsocheating,What'sthedifference?



Me:DidImakeamistakebyhiringyou

Shantel:Okay..Idon'tknowwhat'sgottenintoyou

butyouneedtocalmdown

Me:Igraduatedontopofmyclass,I'mfucken

smart..Nomvulacan'tbeatme

Shantel:Doesn'tshehavefriends?

Me:Onlyone..Lisa

Shantel:Couldshebethere?

Me:Itextedher,Rainisnotwithher.PlusLisais

married,She'sprobablyatherhousewhereshe

shouldbe..Hebetterbeworthit,Iswearhebetter



beworthit

Shantel:OkayIthinkI'mgoingtoleave

Me:No..Don't

Shantel:Youareobviouslynotfeelinggood,AndI

don'tthinkIwannasithereandlistentoyou

blabberingaboutherwhenyesterdayyouwere

makingpromisestome.BloodymarriedMen,You

guysareallthesame.Emptypromises

Shepickedupherbagfromthebed..

Shantel:Youwerenevergoingtodivorceherwere

you?

Me:Shantel



Shantel:GoodnightAfro

Me:Mykidsaregoingtobeworrieduponrealising

thattheirMotherisnothome

Shantel:Don't..Thesekidsareusedtoit,Idon't

thinkit'sthefirsttime.TheyprobablythinkingMom

isworkinglateagain

Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Pleasedon'tleave

Iheldherhand..

Me:Justdon't



Shantel:Goodnight..I'mleaving

NOMAKHOSI

Me:LwandleI'msosorryaboutthis

Lwandle:Don'tmentionit

IlookedatmyMotherlayingonthestretcher..

Me:Iwillcomebackassoonastheyadmither

Lwandle:It'slate,Comebacktomorrowmorning.

Sleeponthechairs

Paramedic:Weneedtogo



Lwandle:Callmewhenyougetthere

Me:Iwill

Momwasgettingworse,Ihadnochoicebuttocall

theambulance.Sinceshe'sbeenhere,Shegot

worse..

Asweweredrivingtothehospital,Itexted

Nomvula..

AFRO

Shanteldidleave,Itookmyphoneandcalledmy

Mother..

Mom:Unusualforyoutocallatthistime



Me:Younotsleepingright?

Mom:Wasabouttopray

Me:PrayforyourDaughterinlaw

Mom:Why?What'shappened?

Me:She'snothereMa

Mom:She'sstillatwork?

Me:She'snot..Idon'tknowwheresheis.Sheisnot

pickingup

Mom:HaiAfro,Thatdoesn'tsoundgood



Me:Ithinkshe'scheating

Mom:Huh?

Me:Shereadswhatsappmessagesbutnot

answering,Atleastshe'ssafe

Mom:What'sgoingonwithyouguys?

Me:What'sgoingonwithRain

Mom:I'lltryandcallher

Me:Please

Mom:Okaybaby,I'llcallher



NOMVULA

Wewerenowwatchingachickflick..

Myphonevibrated,ItwasPat..

Me:HecalledhisMother!

Lisa:Really?

Me:Yes..She'scallingme

Lisa:Answer?

Me:Areyoumad?Andtellherwhat?

Lisa:Thatyouhere



Me:SoshecantellherSon,Thenhecomeshere..I

don'tthinkso

Lisa:Hecouldbeseriouslyworriedaboutyou,To

callhisMother

Me:Ican'tbelievehe'sbringinghismotherintothis,

Iwonderifhetoldherhowhespoketome

Lisa:Hayi..YouandAfro

Me:I'mswitchingoffmyphone

Iswitcheditoff..

Lisa:RainIhopeyouknowwhatyoudoing!



SHANTEL

Ipulledoverandcried..

Ireallythoughthewasseriouswithhispromise,I

thoughthewasgoingtoleaveher.Iwasonly

foolingmyself,Forhimtobethatmad.Meanshe

doesstilllovehiswife,He'snevergoingtoleave

her..

.
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Thenextmorning,Despitemyheadacheand



hangoverfromwine.Iwokeupat6amandhadto

drivebackhome...

WhenIgothome,NaomiandLangaweresittingon

thecouch.EatingcerealandwatchingTV..

Me:Helloguys

Naomi:Mommy!

Me:Hibaby

Naomi:Wereyouatwork?

Me:YesbutIhavenewsforyouguys

LangawasstillwatchingTV..



Me:Langa

Helookedatme..

Me:Ihavecutmyworkinghours,Sofromnowon.

I'llbehomeearly,I'llbeknockingoffat16:00andI

won'tworkonweekendsanymore

Langa:Really?

Me:Yes..Nomorelatelightsanymoreunlessit's

reallyreallyreallyimportant

Langa:That'sgood

Me:ThatmeansI'llbeabletowatchyourmatches

andNaomi'sballetdances



Naomiwasexcited.Langasmiledalittle,Thatsmile

of"I'mimpressed"..

Me:Letmegobath,Restalittlethenwe'llseewhat

wegonnadofortoday

Naomi:Yeeey!!!

Nowthebiggestelephantintheroomupstairs...

NOMAKHOSI

Me:Thankyouforlookingafterthekidsandhim

Lwandle:Youwelcome



Me:Ican'tbelieveNomvulaisnotreplying,She's

mizing.Momisreallysick,Whatifshedies?We

don'thaveafuneralcoveranymore.Itlapsed

becauseshecouldn'tpayanymore

Lwandle:Don'tyouknowwhereshelives?

Me:No..Neverbeenthere

Lwandle:Gowheresheworks

Me:Idoubtshe'llwannaseeme

Lwandle:Youmightneverknow,Ifshedoesn't

wannaseeyouthenyou'llknowyoutried

Me:I'llgoMonday,Momisgoingtoneedfoodtoo



Lwandle:I'llbuysomefruitsetcthenbringthem

later

Me:ThankyousomuchLwandle,You'vedonealot

forus.MayGodblessyou

Lwandle:It'sokay,Budadidalotformetooandyou

did

Me:Atleastsomeonewhoacknowledges

NOMVULA

Igotintothebedroom,Hewasstandingbyourbig

mirrorcleaninghisglasses.Hewasalready

dressedupasiflikeheisgoingsomewhere..I

closedthedoor..



Me:Goodmorning

Afro:Youhave5mintogivemeanexplanationthat

makessense,Ihave5secondsnottogetmad

Heworehisglasses..

Me:IwaswithLiss

Afro:ItextedLisashesaidyouweren'twithher

Me:Iaskedhertosaythat

Afro:Isit?

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme..



Afro:Andyourphone?

Me:Ijustdidn'twannatalktoyou

Afro:Ifyoudon'twannatalktome,Thendon't!..If

youdon'twannaseemethenfuckensleepinthe

guestroombutwhataboutyourkids?Whatabout

thefactthatyouamarriedwomanandnotsleeping

athome?

Me:Itwasjustonenight

Afro:Onenighttoomany,It'snotthefirsttime.The

lasttimesIunderstood,Itwasworkwhenyouwere

startingyourcompanyandworkinghard

Me:WhywouldIwantedtocomehometosomeone

whospoketomelikethatyesterdayinthe

afternoon?



Afro:Iwasunderalotofstress!Thatdoesn'tmean

youshouldgooutthereandsleeparound

Me:Sleeparound?Excuseyou?IwaswithLisa!

Afro:ThenmaybemarryLisa

Me:MaybeIwill!!

Hechargedatme.Itookafewstepsbackandthe

bedblockedme.Iwasscared..

Me:IfyouhitmeI'mgoingtotakethekidsand

leave,You'llneverseeusagain

Hestoppedreallyclosetome,Bynow.Myheart

wasbeatingveryfast..



Me:I'mgoingtofilefordivorce,Takethekidsand

you'llneverseethemeveragain.I'llmakesureofit

Afro:Areyouthreateningme?

Me:It'sapromise.I'llneverputLanganorNaomiin

anenvironmentthathasphysicalabuse

Afro:Ifyouwannaleavejustsayso,Youcango!

Whatyougoingtodoisnotthreatenmeaboutmy

children..Doyouunderstand?

Me:AtleastI'mstillwearingmyring,Idon'tsee

yoursinyourfinger.Let'stalkaboutleavingnow

Afro:Youselfishdoyouknowthat?Youthemost

selfishcuntI'veeverknown



Me:AndyouthemostPsychopathicassholeI've

everknown

Hemovedawayalittle,Thenwithoutwarning.He

punchedmeinthemiddleofmyface.Ifellbackto

thebed..

Afro:Goopenacase,Gofilefordivorcebutjust

knowonething.Youleavingalone,Younotfucken

takingmykids!Ifyouwantustogoincourt,Ifyou

wantputthemthroughthatthenlet'sdoit!

Hewalkedaway,Takinghiscarkeysandhiswallet

with...

SHANTEL

Iwasmakingbreakfast,Whilstonthecallwithmy



Sister..

Gerda:It'sunusualforamarriedmantoleavehis

wife,Unlesshereallywannaleave

Me:Iwasfooled,Iwon'tbefooledagain

Gerda:Yes..Youdidamistake,Learnfromitand

moveon

Me:I'mgoingtoneedanewjob.Ican'tbeworking

forsomeonethatIhavefeelingsforandthenact

likeeverythingisokay

Gerda:I'llhelpyousearchforanotherjob

Me:ThankyouSis



NOMVULA

Icheckedmyselfinthemirroragain.Ihadstopped

bleeding,Thenosebleedhadstopped.Mynose

bridgewasswollen,Notsureifitwasbrokenbut

hurtwhenIpokedit.Mywhiteblousehadblood

stains..

Itookmyphoneandtookpictures..Isenthis

Mother..ThenIsentFezitoo..Withthemessage:

"Iamgoingtohavehimarrested,Andthenfilefor

divorce!"

FEZILE

Myphonebeeped.IcheckedmyWhatsApp.I

loadedthepicturesthatNomvulasentme.Withthe

message..



Me:Wtf??

MyMother'sphonecallcamethrough..

Me:Mom

Mom:AfrohitRain

Me:Shesentmethepictures,Isaw

Shestartedcrying..

Mom:She'sgoingtohavehimarrested,She'sgoing

todivorcehim.Thejudgewon'tgranthimany

custodyafterthis.I'llneverseemyGrandchildren

again,He'sgoingtolosehisentirecareer(crying)



Me:TryandcallRain,I'llcallhimtocomeoverthen

I'llcomeoversowecantalk.Justcalmdownwe'll

gettothebottomofthis

.

Tobecontinued
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MomandFezikeptcallingme.Nomvulaalreadyran

themattertothem.Withhowfuckedupmydaywas

already,Idecidedtogoandgetitoverwith..

MyMomwasupset,Hurtandhadbeencrying.Fezi

lookeddefeated..



Theysatonthejointcouch,Isataloneonthe

oppositecouchfacingthem..

Fezigotuppulledthesmalltablealittletomy

couch.Satonitandthenlookedatme..

Fezi:Idon'tknowwhathappened,Idon'tknow

what'shappeningandIdon'twannaknowwhat's

happening.Afronomatterthesituationina

relationshipormarriage,Youonlyhavetwochoices.

Youwalkaway,Oryoudodumbshitlikethat.You

shotthiswomanfirstwhenshecheatedlongtime

ago,Nowyoubeatingher?It'snolongeraboutyou

andher.There'skidsinvolved,YouthinkLangaand

Naomiwillseeitanyotherway?Otherthanyou

beatingtheirMother?RememberwhenDadwas

beatingMom?Whathappened?

Me:Weallknowwhathappened



Fezi:Iwannahearitfromyou

Me:Youshothim

Fezi:That'showyourememberit?

Me:That'showithappened

Fezi:No..YoushotDad

Me:What?

Mom:It'strue..Fezididn't,Youdid

Fezi:Youwereyoungandwesaidit'smebecause

wedidn'twantyoutolivewiththatmemory



Me:IfIshotDad,I'dremember

Fezi:Youdon'trememberbecauseyousurpressed

thatmemory,Iguessitwastootraumaticforyou.

Youjustpusheditbackandactedlikeitnever

happened

Me:IshotDad?

Mom:Youdid

Fezi:AllI'msayingisthatifRainischeatingagain.

Youcanwalkaway

Itookoffmyglasses..

Me:Rainisnotcheating,Iam



Theybothwereshocked..

Me:HernameisShantel

Mom:YounotonlybeatingRain,Youcheatingtoo

andyouaccuseherofcheating?

NOMVULA

IhadtocallLisatocomeover.Ididn'twannagoout

ofthebedroom,Ididn'twantthekidstoseemelike

thisnorhavethemaskquestionsIdidn'twanna

answertoo.

LisacamewithherMother,Shetookthemoutfora

properbreakfastasherMotherwantedtotalkto

me..



Me:Icould'vemadethetea

Nocawe:Youdidhelpbytellingmewhere

everythingis

Me:Thankyou

Nocawe:Areyouready?

Me:Yes

Nocawe:Someofthethingswillhurt,ButIneedyou

toberational.Mightbeconfusingtoo

Me:I'mready

Nocawe:Heischeating,Notonlyishecheatingbut.

Itseemslikehe'sreallystartingtobefondofthis



woman.He'salwaysbeenjustneveractedonit

Me:What?

Nocawe:I'mseeingawhitethickwoman,Heeven

broughtherhere

Me:Ohhmyword!!Shantel

Nocawe:Ifyoudon'tbelieveme,Askhim..Hewill

admit

Me:Sothatbastardischeatingbuthasthenerveto

beatme?

Nocawe:I'mnotdone.Wecan'tkeepthekidsand

Lisaawayforever,You'llrunthroughtheemotions

whenI'mdone



Shepulledtheboxoftissuescloser..

Nocawe:Youandyourhusbandareinwhatwecall

akarmicrelationshipormarriage.Theystartout

wellattimes,Passionatebuttheynotheretostay.

Theyheretoteachussomething.You'vedonevery

wellforyourself,Butevenwhenyouhaveitall.You

stillliveinthememoriesofthepast.Youaretoday

whatyouneverwere,Yougrewupinahome

shadowed.Overlooked,Apushover.Youwere

neverrespected,Youwerenevertreatedthatyou

matterandthetraumaofthatshapedyoutobethis

way.Nowyouwantthatrespectandyoudon't

wannaloseit,You'dneverletanyonelookdownon

youever.Youprotectingyourinnerchildbyall

meanssoshedoesn'thurtagain.Problemisthat

youdoingitallwrong,Youevenbleedingonthe

wrongpeople.Afroisyourkarmiccycletoshow

youthatifyoukeepon,Yesyouwillhaveallthe

moneybutyou'llbealonebecauseyoupush

everyoneaway..You'veputthismanthroughitall,



It'snotrightwhathedid.Can'tbeexcusedbecause

hechosetodoit,Butyoupushedhimawayto

someoneelsewherehefeelslovedandrespected.

Bothofyouhadallthechancestowalkawayfrom

eachotherbutyouneverdid,Nowyouare

becomingverytoxictoeachother.It'sa

competitionof"Who'llhurttheotheronebetter"

Iwipedmytears..

Me:IlovemyhusbandandIadmit,I'vehadmyown

flawsbut..Ididn'tputourmarriageinaposition

wherewecan'tworkthroughit.Ididn'tbring

someoneandliedtomywife,NeitherhaveIhithim.

That'snotfixable

Nocawe:Andit'sokay.Allinall,Inthismarriage.

Youmattermoretoyourselfandhemattersmoreto

himselftoo,Lettinggomightseemharderbecause

you'vebeenwithhimforalltheseyearsbutdon't

youthinkthatmaybenowit'stimeyouguysfind



yourindividualhappiness?Thenwhenyouhave

youdatebacktothisandwon'trepeatthesame

mistakesyoudidwithAfroonthenextperson

Itookoutatissueandwipedmytears..

Nocawe:It'stimetocutthecord

AFRO

Me:Ihavebeenpatientwithher,Supportedher.

Despitehernotbeingavailablemostofthetime,

Whenshefinallymadeit.Shelostalltherespectfor

me.Didn'tseemeasherhusbandandIunderstand.

Mostwomenwhentheyareatthetop,Startingto

makemoremoneytheywannawearthepants.

Theyneglecteverything.Idon'tknowthelasttime

wehadsex,Wentout,Oractuallymeenjoyingmy

wife'scooking.Notonlydidsheneglectour

marriage,Butthekidstoo.Shantelcamealong,



CookatworkandIfellinlove.Spendingtimewith

hereverydaythoughitwasn'tphysicalatfirst,She

showedmeadifferentside.AsidethatIwasn't

gettingfrommymarriageanymore.Ilovemywife

butIdon'tthinkI'minlovewithheranymore

Itwassilenceforaminute.Itookoffmyglasses

andwipedthecornersofmyeyes..

Fezisniffedandclearedhisthroat..

Fezi:Sowhynotenditthen?Whatareyouhoping

for?Amiracle?

Me:Iwashopingthatwewouldfixit,ButIdon't

thinksoanymore

Mom:Thisistoomuchforme,Excuseme



Sheexcusedherself..

Fezi:You'vecomefarbabybro,Shegoesout.You

aredone.Shehasalltheevidence,Noclientwould

wannaassociatewithawomanbeater.You'llalso

loseyourkids,Worseshemighttoobecauseof

negligence.Youguyshavetotalk,Anhonest

conversationandfigureitout.Thiscan'tbe

anymore

NOMVULA

Nocaweexcusedherselftogotothebathroom..

IpickedupmyphoneandcalledShantel..

Shantel:Hello



Me:I'mgoingtoaskyousomething,AndIneed

yourhonesttruth

Shantel:Uhm..Okay?

Iwalkedovertothesink..

Me:Areyousleepingwithmyhusband?

Shekeptquiet..

Me:It'salreadyoutShantel,Hetoldme.Wewere

arguingthismorningandhetoldme

Shantel:Yes..Firstencounterwaswhenhewalked

metotheparkinglot,Hepinnedmeagainsthiscar

andfuckedme



Iturnedonthetap.Ranthewater,Wetmyhandand

putitonmyforehead..

Shantel:Withoutacondom,AndthankGodIbought

amorningafter

Mytemperaturewasrising,Iwasfeelinghotallofa

sudden..

Shantel:I'msorry

Ihungup...Iputmyphoneonthecounterand

cried..

.

Tobecontinued

Don'tforgetoursponsorforthebonus.Wealmost

there
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NOMVULA

MyhusbandandIhavebeentogetherformany

years.Iwentthroughmymostdifficulttimesinlife

withAfro,Iwentthroughmybesttimeswithhim.

AfrobelievedinmewhenIdidn'tbelieveinmyself,

Hehaslostitafewtimesyearsbuthe'salways

beenthere.Lovedme,Hasbeenpatientwithme

andsupportedme..

Ihurthimonceaverylongtimeago,Andthatone

timewasthelastofit.Ilovehim,Helovedmeand

mySon.Hewasneverastepfather,Butafather

whosteppedup.



Shitjustgotrealnow.ShitgotrealandIwaslosing

mymind.Itrustedhim,He'snevergivenmea

reasonnottotrusthimuntiltoday.Notonlydidhe

notcheat,Heputmylifeatrisk.Hehadunprotected

sex,Hittingitraw..Thepainhitsdifferent..

Whenthekidsgotback,Ihadthempackup.They'll

beattheirGrandmasforafewdaysupuntilAfro

andIgettothebottomofthis..

Langa:Wedonepacking

Ihadputbandaidstocovermywholenosebridge..

Me:Didyougetallyourstaff?

Langa:Yes



Me:OkayletmegoseehowNaomiisdoing

IwalkedouttoherbedroomwithLangafollowing

me..

Me:Didyoupackallyourtoys?

Naomi:Yes

Me:Okay.Uhm..Langamakesureallherpreschool

thingsarepackedup..I'llpackherclothes

Langa:Okay

Naomi:Whathappenedtoyournose?

Me:Ifell



Naomi:Wereyourunning?

Me:Yes

Naomi:Runningisdangerous,Youcanfall

Me:Iknow

Naomi:Sowhydidyourun?

Me:Noamiplease..Notnow

Langa:Whydon'tyougogetyourfoambathand

otherthingsinthebathroom

Naomi:Okay



Sheranout..

Iopenedherdrawer..

Me:Underwears,Pjs,Clothes,Jacketsincaseitgets

cold

Langacameandheldmyhandsthatwereshaking..

Langa:Letme

Me:Igotit

Langa:Iknow,Ijustwannahelp

IgotupfromkneelingandwenttositonNaomi's



bed..Icouldn'tholdback,Ijustcried..Icoveredmy

facewithmyhands.IfeltLangaloweringmyhands.

Hewaskneelingbeforeme..

Langa:Youareslightlybadatthismotheringthing

now,Justalittlebit

Ichuckled..

Langa:ButIam16,There'snomemoryofmy

childhoodIrecallthatwastraumaticwannaknow

why?

Me:Why?

Langa:Becauseyouneverallowedit,Allmy

memoriesasachildareonesthatmakemehappy

andthatwhatmakesyouagoodmother.Youdon't

havetohaveitallfiguredout,Andit'sokay.Iknow



youdoingyourbestandI'mproudofyou.Youare

anamazingperson,AndIknowweclashalotbut

there'sonethingIhateandthat'stoseeyoucry

becauseithurtsmetoo.It'sokay,Yougoingtobe

okayain'tthatwhatyoualwayssay?

Me:Idon'tknowifit'sgoingtobeokaynow(Crying)

Langa:We'llfigureitout,Wealwaysdo

HehuggedmeandIsqueezedhimtight..

Langa:Iloveyouandwe'llfigureitout

SHANTEL

Itooktheblackplasticbagfromthebinthenwalked

tothedoor.Iopenedandhewassittingrightnextto



it.Hehasbeenhereforalmost2hours.Hehas

knockedandIdidn'twannaopen,Ithoughthewas

gonebuthewasn't..

Iwenttothrowtheplasticinthebigtrashbin,I

walkedbackandopenedthedoorwider..

Me:Comein

Hewalkedin..Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Ican'tbelieveyou'vebeensittingthereforall

thistime

Iturnedaroundtofacehimandhekissedme..

Me:Afrowhatthehell?Onemomentyou

confessingyourloveforyourwifeandtreatingme



likeshit,Thenextmomentyouherekissingme

Afro:Shetextedme,Toldmeweneedtotalk

becauseshecalledyouandyoucameclean

Me:Shetoldmeyoucameclean

Afro:Itdoesn'tmatter..Whatmattersit'sout,She

knowswhichmakesiteasier

Heheldbothmyhands..

Afro:Iwannabewithyou,IknownowthatIwanna

bewithyou.MywifeandI,Wewerelongoverwe

justdidn'tknowit.Iwasn'thappyanymore,Only

camealiveandhappywhenyoucamethrough.I

wannabewithyou



Me:Afro

Afro:IthinkIhavefalleninlovewithyou,Fromour

momentsattheofficeuntilnow.Iwannabewith

you

Me:Idon'tbelieveyou,Youmightbetakingmefora

ride

Afro:Iamnot..Justgiveusachance

Me:Pleasedon'thurtme

Afro:Iwon't..Ipromiseyou

Hekissedmeagain..

NOMVULA



WeweredrivingdowntoPat'shouse...

LangawasinchargeofthePlaylist.Acertainsong

cameup.Oneoftheirsongs,Thisgeneration.

ListeningtoitandIthinkheplayeditonpurpose.I

relatedtoit..

"everytimeyou'rethereI'mbeggingyoutostay

WhenyoucomecloseIjusttremble

Andeverytime,everytimeyougo

It'slikeaknifethatcutsrightthroughmysoul

Onlylove,onlylovecanhurtlikethis

Onlylovecanhurtlikethis

Musthavebeenadeadlykiss

Onlylovecanhurtlikethis

Onlylovecanhurtlikethis"



Tearsstreameddown..HeheldmyfreehandandI

squeezedit.Hewassittinginthefrontsit,Andmy

goalnowwastogetmykidstotheirGrandmother's

placesafeandsound...

Naomi:Canwestopandgeticecream?

Langa:We'llgetitwhenwegettoGrandmother's

Naomi:Why?

Langa:Momissickwecan'tstop

Naomi:Please

Langa:No

Heturnedandlookedather..



Langa:Don'tfrown,Youlooklikeapuppy.Puppies

arecute

Ichuckledthroughmytears..

Thismomentwarmedmyheart,Langacaresand

loveshisSistersomuch.IwishIhadthattypeof

closenesswithmysiblingstoowhenwewere

growingup..

FEZILE

Pat:Nomvulaisbringingthekidsoverforacouple

ofdays

Me:Here'syourtea



Pat:Idon'twannabeoneofthosemotherinlaws,I

loveRainlikeshe'smyDaughter.Idon'twannahate

Afro'snewlyfoundlovebecausemyloveiswith

Nomvula

Me:Afrohaschosenhispath.Wecan'tforcehimto

bewithRainifhedoesn'twanttoo.Wedon'tknow

whatactuallywentdownbetweenthemtothepoint

ofitnotbeingfixable.Forcinghimtoher,Mightend

withoneoftheminacoffin

Pat:IunderstandherpainbecauseI'vebeen

throughit,Yourfatherputmethroughalotbefore

hefinallychanged.Neverhadthestrengthtowalk

away,I'mgladRainiswalkingawayeventhoughit

hurts

Me:It'slifethere'snothingwecandoaboutit.Let's

justbegratefulwestillgettoseethekids



Pat:Ican'twaittoseethem

Me:Metoo

LANGA

Me:Letmegoandbuytheicecream

Mom:Okay

ShegavemeaR100note..

WhenIwasabitfarfromthecar,Icalledhim.I

calledmyDad..

Dad:Buddy



Me:DidyouhitMom?

Dad:Huh?

Me:Shesaidshefell,Idon'tbelieveher

Dad:Langa

Me:Privateschool,We'velearnedaboutthis

Dad:Icannotdiscussthiswithyouoverthephone

Me:Why?Whereareyou?

Dad:Nowit'sjustnotagoodtime

Me:Why?



IheardShantel'svoiceinthebackground..

Shantel:Babywouldyoulikeaglassofwine?

Me:IsthatShantel?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:StayawayfrommyMother.StayawayfromMe,

Mom,AndNaomi!

Ihungup..

.

Tobecontinued
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AFRO

OnethingIhavealwayspridemyselfin,Washow

I'veraisedmySon.I'veraisedLangatobeasmart,

Wellmannared,AndresponsibleYoungMan.Langa

knowsI'mnothisbiologicalFather,Wetoldhim

thatlongagotopreventissues.Preventhimfinding

outoutsidebecausepeopletalk.I'veraisedhim

fromwhenhewas6months,Meandhimbypassed

theStepSonandStepFatherissue.Ilovehimjust

asmuchasIloveNaomi,AndhimgrowingupfastI

hadtobemorecommittedtoraisinghim.Rightnow,

Iwashurtanddisappointedinmyself.Allthethings

I'vetaughthimnottodo,I'mdoing...

Shantel:Youhavetoleavenow?

Me:YaamyMomtextedmethatNomvulais



droppingthekidsthere,I'llbeback

Shantel:LookImightnotknowmuchaboutkidsbut

IfeellikeRainisgoingtouseLangaagainstyou

Me:Rainmightbeeverythingbutshe'llneverdo

that,She'snotevil

Shantel:LangaisnotyourbiologicalSon,What

wouldstophisMotherfromusinghimagainstyou?

Me:AsI'vetoldyoubefore,Rainiseverythingbut

evil.Shewouldneverusethekidsagainstme.She

canprotectthemagainstmebutwouldneverturn

themagainstme

Shantel:I'mjustsaying



Me:I'llseeyoulater

Ikissedheronhercheek..

NOMVULA

PatgavemeatighthugasIcried..

Pat:I'msosorry

Me:Hecheated,Lied,Andbeatme

Pat:Iknow..I'msorry

Webrokethehugandshewipedmytears..

Shewasemotionalonhersidetoo..



Pat:It'sokay,Yougoingtobeokay

Fezi:Hey..Comehere

Hehuggedme..

Fezi:Youokay,I'mgladyoucameherebecauseno

matterwhathappens.Thiswillforeverremainyour

hometoo

Webrokethehug..

Me:Didyouspeaktohim?

Fezi:Idid



Me:Idon'tthinkIwanthimanymore,Angisafuni

Fezi:Iunderstand..Weunderstand

Pat:Come,I'llgiveyousomesleepingpills,Soyou

canliedownalittle

Fezi:I'llmindthekids

Pat:ComeonBaby..Youneedtorestalittle

Shewalkedmetoherbedroom...

SHANTEL

Dad:ShantelIhopeyouwon'tbringthatnigga

home



Me:Dad

Dad:Wasteofgenesifyouactuallymarrythat

niggaandhavekidswithhim,I'lldisownyou

Me:DadItoldyouthathe'sverysuccessful

Dad:Idon'tcare..He'sblack

IliedtoAfro..MyDadneverwantedtoinvestwith

him,ImadethatstoryupbecauseIjustwantedto

haveaconversationwithhimthat'sall..

Dad:It'shardenoughtotoleratethem,MyDaughter

bringingonehome..That'sworse!

Me:IlovehimPa,Andhe'sverysuccessful



Dad:Ourkindtheyalsorich

Me:ButPa

Dad:NoShantel..Iwon'tacceptthat!

Myfatherisveryracisttowardsblackpeople,

Doesn'tcareifthePersonissuccessfulornot..His

DaughtersmarryingablackMan,Hewon'thesitate

tocutyouoffforGood..Idon'tcare,SolongAfro

willbededicatedtome.Dadwillcomearound..

FEZILE

Me:Sowhatdoyouguyswannaget?

Naomi:Icecream



Langa:You'vealreadyhadicecream

Me:Maybewe'llgetsomethingelse

Langawassittinginthefront..

Me:HowareyoufeelingBuddy?

Langa:Idon'tknow

Me:It'sprettyshittyhuh?

Langa:He'sagoodDad,alwaysbeen.Alwaysbeen

myrolemodel

Me:SometimesDadcanbegoodDadsbutnotgood



husband

Langa:HehitmyMother,ThenIcalledhim.Heard

AuntyShantelcallinghimbabyinthebackground.

Hehitmomthenwenttohavewine

Me:YourParentsloveyou,Nomatterwhathappens.

Whethertheyfixthingsordon't,They'llalwayslove

you.I'msorryhe'sdisappointedyou,Yourfeelings

arevalid.Ithinkyouandhimshouldtalk,Tellhim

howyoufeel

Langa:Iguessso

AFRO

Iarrivedhome,Thekidswerenotaround.Fezitook

themouttobuysnacks..



Nomvulawassleeping.Iwasstandingatthedoor

lookingather..

Mom:Don'tdisturbher,Tookawhileforhertofall

asleep.Sheneedssleep,Togetawayfromthe

nightmareforawhile.She'llwakeupagainand

havetogothroughthehurt.Shehasbeencrying,

Cryingpainfully.Youcouldseeitinhereyes.The

painandtheexhaustion

Me:Ididn'tmeantohurther

Mom:Youdid,Noneofwhatyoudidwasamistake.

Itwasachoice.Youchosetocheat,Youchoseto

hurtherandchosetohither.Youdidthisandonly

youhaveyourselftoblame.Ijusthopesheisworth

yourmarriageandfamily

Shewalkedaway..



Mom:Justdon'twakeherup

Iwalkedinandcrouchednexttothebed.Islowly

strokedherwigjustlookingatherandimagining

whatshe'sgoingthrough..

Me:I'msorry..I'mtrulysorry

Ikissedheronherforehead..

Igotupandwenttothekitchen..

Mom:Youshouldleavebeforethekidsgetback

Me:IwantedtotalktoLanga

Mom:Youwill..Justnotnowandnothere.Their

homeistoxicalready,I'mnotabouttoputLanga



throughanothertoxicenvironment.Grandma's

placeshouldalwaysbesafeandaplacewherethey

alwayshavetobehappy

Me:I'llleave

Mom:Justdon'texpectmetoturnmybackonRain,

Whenthisnewgirlcomeshere.Rainhasnofamily

support,Ourfamilyhasalwaysbeenherfamilyand

IpromisedherthatI'llalwaysbethereforher

Me:Wouldn'thaveitanyotherway

Mom:Youjustdidn'thurtthem,Youhurtmetoo.

Morethanyouthink

Me:MaRainandI..We...



Mom:Shedidn'tbeatyou,Shedidn'tcheatonyou.

Shedidn'tbringhersidepiecetoyourmaritalhome

andgaveherajob.Youdidn'thavetodriveallthe

wayinpainjusttomakesureyourkidsaresafe.

There'snoexcuseAfro

Me:Itakenojoyinthis,trustme

Mom:AndIdon'tseeyouhurteither

Me:Wedonethesoonereveryonerealizesthatthe

soonerwecanallmoveon

Mom:Youknowwhatgetoutofmyhouse

Me:Iwasleaving

Mom:Yesgetoutandstayout!!Don'tcomeback!!



Iwalkedoutandclosedthedoor..

Mom:Don'tcomeback,Stayout!!!

NOMAKHOSI

Whenmyfirstborncamebackfromthestore,He

toldmethathespottedhisAunt'scaratMama

Pat'shouse..

It'snotdifficulttospotNomvula'sMercedesBenz,

Hernumberplatesare"RAIN".

Ineedtogothereaftermakingthekidsfood..If

she'llstillbethere

.

Tobecontinued
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LWANDLE

Iwasfromthelocaltarven,Frombuyingmyselfa6

packofsavannawhenmyphonerang.Itwas

Simphiweourmanagerandnewlyclosefound

friend...

Me:Hey

Sim:Heyhowisthenewplacegoing?

Me:It'sgoing

Sim:I'mintheneighbourhood,ThoughtIcouldstop



by..Greetandseethenewplace

Me:Eerryaasure

Sim:Ifyounotupforit,I'llunderstand

Me:NoIamupforit,Youcanstopby.I'lltextyou

theaddress

Sim:Sharpseeyouthere

Me:Cool

NOMVULA

Iwasstillfeelingdrowsy,Ijustrandomlywokeup..



Pat:Youcansleepsomemore,Youcansleepand

leavetomorrowmorning

Me:It'sokay,Icandrive

Pat:Iinsist..You,MeandNaomicansleepinthe

bedroom,Watchmovies.LangawillsleepinAfro's

oldbedroom

Me:Okay..Thankyou

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgetit

Iwenttocheck,MyheartalmoststoppedwhenI

sawKhosistandingthere..



Me:Khosi?

Khosi:Nomvula

Me:Whatarey-..Whatareyoudoinghere?

Khosi:Wellyounotpickingourcalls,Nortexting

back.Sotheonlywaytocontactyouiswhenwe

seeyourcar

Me:Soyoustalkingme?MaybeIwasn'tanswering

becauseIdidn'twannatalktoyou

Khosi:I'mnotstalkingyouandthiswon'ttakelong

Pat:Letherin

IturnedandlookedatPat..



Pat:It'snoneofmybusinessbutIknowathingor

twoaboutskeletonsintheclosest..I'llgiveyou

guystheroom

Iletherin...Ithenclosedthedoor..

Me:WhatcanIhelpyouwith?

Khosi:Momwasadmitted

Me:Ithoughtyouguysweremakingitupbecause

youwantedmyattention

Khosi:Mightsurpriseyoubutwedon'tspend

everydayofourlivestryingtohaveyoutalktous

northinkaboutyou.Wehavelivestoo,Theymight

notbelikeyoursbuttheydorequireourattention



Me:What'swrong?

Khosi:TB..Plusshe'spositive

Me:Soshewasn'tfaithfultohermeds?

Khosi:LifehasbeenhardforMomNomvula,

Actuallyforallofus.Herhealthdoesn'tsolely

dependonmeds,Alsodependsonthefoodshe

needstoeat

Langawalkedinholdingabasketball..

Langa:MaUncleFezand..I'msorryIdidn'tknow

youhadavisitor

Me:It'sokay..Uhmthisis..



Khosi:Langa..OhhmyGoodnessyouhavegrown

Khosiwalkeduptohimandhuggedhim..

Langawasdeadassconfused..

Theybrokethehug..

Khosi:IamKhosi.Umamkhulu,YourAunt.I'myour

Mother'sbigsister

Langa:Really?IthoughtMomdidn'thaveafamily

Khosi:Yaait'salongstory...ButI'mgladtoseeyou,

Youallgrownup.Howoldareyou?



Langa:16

Khosi:16?Wow..Weareoldindeed,Andyoulook

somuchlikeyourfatheruJabu.I'msureyou

breakingalotofheartsnow

Me:Uhm..Langawhatwereyousaying?

Hepickeduptheball..

Langa:UncleFeziandIwewillbeshootinghoops

inthegarageifyouneedme

Me:Okaybaby

Hewalkedaway..

Me:Hey..Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?



Khosi:Askies?

Me:"YoulooklikeyourfatheruJabu"whatthefuck

wasthat?

Khosi:OhwI'msorryIthoughtheknew

Me:Heknowsbutwe'veneverspokenabouthim,

Wedidn'thavetoobecausehehasafatherthat

steppedup

Khosi:I'msorry..Ididn'tknow

Me:You'llneverchangeKhosi

Khosi:IsaidIwassorry.Ihonestlydidn'tknow



Isighed..

Khosi:Whathappenedtoyourface?Youlooklike

shit!

Me:YaaIhadanaccident

Khosi:AnAfroaccident?

Ilookedather..

Khosi:I'mawoman,Iknowthesethings

Me:YouandMomcangolaughaboutitinher

deathbed

Khosi:WoowAfro?TheenerdAfro??Hecanhit?I'm

sorryit'sshocking.Afrohasalwaysbeenquietand



calm,Allnerdy.Hewasjustcutethat'sallthatwas

interestingabouthim.I'msurprisedforreal,

MeaningallMenarethesame

Me:WhereisBuda?

Khosi:Huh?

Me:WhereisBuda?Hewasasurgeon,Hestillmust

beloadedhe'sbeenworking

Khosi:Budalosthismind..Literally!Hehas

dementia

Me:What?

Khosi:Hedoesandthat'snotinexaggeration.We

have4kids



Me:4what?

Khosi:Wedowngradedtoa4roomhouse,Same

street.Webroke,Can'tmakeendsmeet

Me:Wow

Khosi:Soyousee?WhywouldIrejoiceinyourpain

whenIhavemine?Atleastyouhaverichpain

Me:Seeit'stheentitlementforme,Khosiyouwere

evenaffordedbetteropportunitiesthanme.Good

school,Lovedetc.Ihadnoneofthat,Iworkedhard

Khosi:TruebutyouhadAfro,Andheissmarter

thananypersonIknow



Me:IamwhoIambecauseofhardwork,Afrodidn't

domuchbutjustloveme,Providedsafetyand

securitythenboughtmemyfirststock.WhoIam

today,Isme

Khosi:OkayNomvula,Youwentthroughshit,I'm

goingthroughshit.Doesn'tthatsquareusup?Can't

wemakeatruce?

Ifoldedmyarms..

Khosi:Visitinghoursareclosednow.Closedan

hourago,Secondvisitinghoursareat19:00.Ilive5

housesaway..Ifyouinterested

SHANTEL

Afrowassuperworriedabouthisstepson,Which

waspissingmeoff.Heshouldn'tmattertohim,He's



nothingbutastepsonforcryingoutloud!

Itriedtokisshimhepushedmeoffalittle.

Afro:NotnowShantel

Me:Afrothesituationiswhatitis,Langawillcome

around

Afro:IthinkIshouldgohome,Alotishappening

rightnow

Me:Comeon

Afro:It'sbeenaverybadweekend

Hekissedmeonmycheek..



Afro:I'llcallyou

.
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Ihadtodriveuptothemall,Boughtmyselftoiletries.

Boughtfruitsandeverythingthatasickpersoncan

process.Ialsoboughtanoutfittochangetooafter

bathing..



Iwentbacktothehouse,Bathe,Fixedmyselfand

droveuptofetchKhosi.Ifoundheratthegate

abouttoleave..

Shehoppedin,Andthenwedrovestraighttothe

hospital.Iplayedmusicallthewaytothehospital.I

didn'twannaholdunnecessaryconversationsand

smalltalkswithher..

LWANDLE

Sphiwearrived,Wechilledforafewuntilshegot

hungry.Thenwewenttogetfoodatthelocalpub&

grill..

Theamounttotalamountoffoodplusdrinks,Was

R300..

Sphiwe:Igotit



Me:NaaIgotit

Sphiwe:It'sokayIgotit,Thisvisitationwasn't

planned.Ijustrockedup,Atleastifitwasthenit

would'vebeenfairforyoutopay

Shepaid..

Thenwetookthedrinksandwenttositdownwhilst

wewaitedforthefoodtobeprepared..

Sphiwe:Soyouknowwehavetoopenanother

branchinCapeTown

Me:YaaIknow

Sphiwe:Ihavetogoatleastwith3peoplefrom



here,Untilwefindpeoplethatsidewhocan

completetheteam

Me:Iknowthattoo

Sphiwe:HowdoyoufeelaboutrelocatingtoCape

Town?

Me:Youwantmeonyourteam?

Sphiwe:Yes

Me:Idon'tknow

Sphiwe:Greatopportunity,Betterpay,

Accommodationuntilwesettled.It'saverygood

opportunity



Me:Itisnolie

Sphiwe:So?

Me:Mylifeishere,Ineedatleastonemorereason

togothere

Sphiwe:Me

Me:Areyousure?

Sphiwe:Iam

Me:ThenCapeTownitis

Shesmiled..



Sphiwe:Foramomentthereyoualmostgavemea

heartattack

Me:Plusmystepsisterisdownthere,I'msureshe'll

behappytoo

Shehitmeonmyshoulder..

Sphiwe:Youalmostgotme!

Me:I'msorry(Laughing)

Sphiwe:Youright?AllalongthatIlikeyou

Me:Maybe

Sphiwe:Andyouthoughtofmakingmylifedifficult



Me:Justalittlebutyouknowwhat?

Sphiwe:Yeah?

Me:Ilikeyoutoo

Shewrappedherarmaroundmyneckandkissed

meonmycheek..

AFRO

Ilethimhim...

Morgan:Sowhat'sup?

Morganisnotonlymybestfriendbutalsomy



accountant..

Me:Drink?

Morgan:It'saSaturday,Whynot?

Me:Good

Morgan:Sowhat'sthesituation?

Me:Ifuckedupman

Morgan:Whatdidyoudo?

Me:Ifuckedupreallybad

Morgan:Personalorprofessional?



Me:Both

Hewhistled..

Morgan:Talktome

Ihandedhimtheglassofwhiskey..

Me:ThisiswhathappenedrememberShantel?

Morgan:Ido..Whatabouther?

Istartedfromthebeginningexplainingmysinsto

him..

NOMVULA



Weweregivensurgicalmasksattheentrance

beforeenteringtheTBward..

Iwasverynervousaboutthis,ButIcan'trunaway

frommyskeletonsforever..

Khosiledmestraighttoher,Shewaslayingonher

backwithabigpillowbehindher..

IputthethingsIboughtherontopofthecabinet.

Shelookedatme,Asiflikeshedidn'tbelieveitwas

me..

Wepulledthebunkerandsatdown..

Khosi:Unjani?(Howareyou)



Mom:Ngiyancenga(I'mtrying)

Shelookedatme..

Mom:Vula

Iloweredmymask..

Mom:Whathappened?

Me:Afrohitme

Mom:Afro?Why?

Me:Wehavingproblems

Mom:Buthehasnorighttoputhishandonyou



Me:It'sfineMa

Mom:Thankyouforcoming,Thankyouforthefood.

Khosipleasepassmethejuice

Khosidid...

Ihadalottosaytoher,But..Myheartbroke,Seeing

herthissick..Howgratefulshewasforthefood..

Maybenowit'snottherighttime..

AFRO

Morgankeptquietafterhearingmystory....

Me:So?



Morgan:Whodoyouwantexactly?

Me:ThecrazythingIwantthemboth.Marriedto

mywife,AndmySidebeingShantel

Morgan:Youcan'thavebothworlds.Ican'tbelieve

youleavingyourmultimillionairewifeforShantel?

Me:Seethat'sthething,Everyonethinksjust

becauseRainisaselfmademultimillionaireI'ma

fooltoleaveherforsomeonebelowShantel

Morgan:Younotupgrading,Youdowngrading

Me:It'snotaboutthattrustme,Moneydoesn't

makeagoodhome

Morgan:Whatisitabout?



Me:Iamaman,Ihaveneeds.Shantelgivesout

goodsexsofar.Sheengages.Rainisalwaystired,

Sheisnotasactiveinbedassheusedtobe

Morgan:It'ssomethingyoucanbothtalkaboutand

fix..

Me:Ihardlythinkso.Rainisfixatedonherwork.

Doesn'tgiveoutanyemotionalfeelings,Wea

routinenow

Morgan:Thenmakeadamnchoice.QuitefranklyI

feelyourmarriagehasranit'scourse

Me:Isee

NOMVULA



Alongtheconversation,Thingsstartedtogetless

tense.Wewerelaughing,Andcatchinguponthe

goodmemories..

Mom:I'msogladyouguysarehere,Despitemy

fellowwardmates.Itdoesgetlonelyaroundhere

Khosi:Icanimagine

Me:Whenyougetdischarged,I'lltakecareofyour

grocerieseverymonth.Justwritealist

Mom:That'snice..Thankyou

Khosi:Whataboutme?

Me:UhmyouareyoungerthanMom,Andyoucan



workforyourself

Momlaughed..

Khosi:Somuchforhavingarichsister

Mom:I'dliketoseeLangaandNaomi,WhenI'm

betterofcourse

Me:Itcanbearranged

Khosi:Langaisgrown,Youshouldseehim

Mom:Ican'twait

SHANTEL



Myphonerang,Iwalkedoutofthebathroomto

answer..

ItwasAfro..

Me:Hi

Afro:Liefiewhatareyoudoing?

Me:Justfinishedbathing

Afro:Great...Iamcomingtopickyouupfordinner

Me:Afrowhatisthis?

Afro:Totalk



Me:Fine..Letmegetdress

Afro:I'llbethere

.
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[2WEEKSLATER]

Afrowassettlingincomfortablywithhisnewlife

andShantel.Hedoesn'tevenhideitanymorewhen

hegoestoher.OnethingIamgratefulfor,Isthat

wemarriedoutofcommunityofproperty.Ijust

imagineifItrustedhimthatenoughtomarryhimin

COP,ShareineverythingI'veworkedhardfor.For



himtogoandshareitwithhissidepiece..

He'sstilllivingwithus,Idon'tevenknowwhy.I

thinkthemosthonorablethingtodoismoveoutfor

him,Becausethishouse.Yesitwasashared

purchasebutIcan'tbemovingawaywithmykids.

It'stheirhome,Theircomfort.Whattheyusedtoo..

I'vebeencarryingthedivorcepapersforawhile

now,Iamdivorcinghim..

Hewalkeddown,Iopenedthedrawerandputthem

inside..

Afro:Goodmorning

Me:Morning



Hewasdressedupforwork.Ididn'thavetofire

Shantel,Shestoppedcoming.Nowwhenthekids

comebackfromschool,Ifetchthemfromhis

Mother'splace.That'showitistobe,UntilIfind

someone.Someoneworthtobetrusted..

NowI'mjustfullyfocusedonmyself,Mykidsand

work..

Afro:Younotgoingtowork?

Me:I'mgoinginabitlate

Afro:Okay

Me:Iwantadivorce

Hepausedforawhile..



Afro:Okay..It'sonlyfair

Iclosedmyeyes,Maybeapartofmewantedhimto

fight.Fightforusatleast,Himgivinginsoeasily

wasn'texpected.Iguesshehastrulymovedon..

Me:Iwannamakeitaspeacefulaspossible,AndI

thinkI'llbebestforyoutomoveout.Wesleepin

separatebedrooms.

Iopenedthedrawerandplacedthemontopofthe

counter..

Me:Dosign

Igotupfromthechairandwentupstairstobath

andprepareforwork..



NOMAKHOSI

Momwasgettingdischarged,Iwenttofetchher

fromthehospital..

Me:NomvulacalledanUberforus,He'swaiting

outside

Mom:blessher

Me:Ineverthoughtshewasgoingtocomearound

Mom:Samehere,I'mgratefulshehas

Me:Yaa



Wetookhermedication..

Mom:Whatwedidtoher,Howwemistreatedherall

thoseyearsago.Iwishthatwecouldgobackand

dothingsdifferently

Me:Whatmattersnowisthatshe'sbackandthat's

all

Mom:True

SHANTEL

Igotajobasaprimaryteacher.I'llbeteaching

foundationphase.Grade3.Inaprivateschool,I'll

beteachingAfrikaans.

ThenicestthingaboutthecolourofmyskinisthatI



cangetateachingjobfromanyprivateschool

withoutthestruggle..

Mylifeseemstobecomingtogetherperfectly.Afro

andI,Wenowinafullblownrelationship.Allthat's

left,Isforhimtodivorceher.Makeitofficialonce

andfallall

MyphonerangasIwasinthecar,ItwasAfro..

Me:Liefie

Afro:Sheservedmewithdivorcepapersthis

morning

Ismiled..

Me:Wow..Ididn'tthinkshewasgoingtoinitiatethe



divorce

Afro:Shedid,I'mgladshe'stheonewhodid

Me:Iguessso..Howareyoufeeling?

Afro:Surprisedmorethananything,ButIthinkit's

forthebest

Me:Itis..Ialsogotthejob

Afro:That'swonderful

Me:We'lltalkmoreaboutitwhenIbringyoulunch

Afro:OkayLiefie



Me:Iloveyou

Afro:Iloveyoutoo

NOMVULA

IlookedatmyselfinthemirrorasIbuttonedmy

shirt.Mynosebridgewashealing,Ijustputmakeup

overittoo...

Iheardaknock,Thedooropened.Afrowalkedin.

Hewasholdingthedivorcepapers.Heplacedthem

onthebed..

Afro:Signed

Me:Thankyou



Afro:Ihopeyouaresureaboutthis,ThelastthingI

wantisforyoutobecryingandbotheringme

Me:Thecryingstage,Isover.Ididthatuntilmy

tearsrandry.AllI'maskingfromyoutoo,Isthat

sinceit'sofficialyoudon'tbotherme

Itookoffhisringandwalkeduptohim..

Me:I'msureShantelwillloveit,Sincesheseemsto

wanteverythingofmine

Hetookit..

Me:Ihopeyouhavestartedpackingandfounda

place,Ihopebythisweekyou'llbegone

Afro:Iwillbe



Me:Good

Iwentandtookmybag,Phoneandcarkeys..

Iwalkeduptothedoor..

Me:AndAfro

Afro:Yes?

Me:Youwereashittyhusband,Idohopeyouwon't

beashittyFathertoo

Iwalkedout...

TearswereforminginmyeyesasIwalkeddown..



SKNDLOVU

Ilookedatmyteam..

Isignaledwithmyfingers.Onthecountofmy

fingers,WhenIgottoone.Webustedthedoorand

rushedin..

Wewalkedaround..

King:Clear!!

Ilookedaround..

King:Idon'tunderstand



Me:Wefuckengotthewrongroom!!

King:Areyouserious?

Iwenttothewindow.Icheckedaround..

King:Room69

Me:No..It'snottheroomthat'swrong,It'sthehotel

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:YouhaveaMoleinyourteam

King:Ahhfuck!!

Me:Youhaveamole,Andthemoleisworkingfor



Sergio!!Youfuckenruinedouroperation..Howdid

younotseethiscoming?

King:Skdon'tstartwithme

Manager:CanInowfileaharassmentlawsuit?

Me:No..Younotfilingforshit!Becauseyoudo

keepMafiasandDrugdealersinyourhotel,Sodon't

startwithus

Manager:I'mfilingalawsuit,Youguyscameand

raidedmyhotelonhearsay?Nothisisgoingdown

tothebooks.Theembarrassment,Fearinstilledon

myclients

Me:Wtf?



Iwalkeduptohim,Kinggotinbetweenusputting

hishandonmychest..

Manager:Youwannaassaultmetoo?

King:We'llbeout

Manager:Willyoubepayingforthedamagestothe

door?

Me:Weain'tpayingforshit,Ifyoudidn'trefuseto

open.Wewouldn'thavebrokenthedown

Themanagerwalkedout..

IlookedatKing:Don'ttouchme

King:Youneedtofuckencalmdown!!



MynameisSkhumbuzoNdlovu,IamaD.E.A(Drug

enforcementagent)

.
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Cap:Ineedtoknowwhathappened,Withthedrug

raid?

IlookedatKingandshookmyhead..

King:WegotnewsinmydepartmentaboutSergio.

Sergioisn'tonlyinvolvedinalotofthings,Butabig



drugoperationtoo.IsentwordtoD.E.A,Andwe

wenttoraid

Cap:Inahotel?

Me:CapifImay..

Cap:Noyoumaynot,I'mdisappointedinyouSk.

Youagoodagent,Youdon'tbustonhearsay

Me:Iwashelpingacolleague

IlookedatKing..

Me:Andafriend

Cap:DetectiveKingisinhomicide,Youinthedrug

unit.Youhearaword,Youinvestigate.Thehotel



managerisnothappy

Me:Here'smything.Thehotelmanagertakes

bribes,It'snotthathedoesn'tharbourdrugdealers

inthere.Justthattheyweren'taroundatthetimeof

theraid

Cap:Isee..I'mputtingyouoffontwoweeksleave

Me:What?

Cap:Ithinkyoustillmourningyourdivorce

Me:It'sbeen2monthsnow

King:Yeahyourexwifewascheatingwithyourbest

friend,Whenyouwe-



Me:Iknowthestoryperfectly..Caplook

Cap:Twoweekspaidleave

King:HeearnsalotSirandyoustillgivehimpaid

leave?DEAisthehighestpaiddepartment

Me:Becausewedoalotofwork,Whyareyou

complaining?Youearnalottoo.Homicidepays.

PlusIcomehighlyrecommended,Remember?I

usedtoworkintheStatesonceuponatimeandI

amtheleaderofmyteamandhowmanydrug

operationshaveIbusted?

Cap:Guys!!!

Wekeptquiet...



Cap:Skyougoingonatwoweekspaidleave,

Startingfromtomorrow.Gofillintheleaveform

Me:But...

Cap:Wedonewithourmeeting,Thankyou

gentlemen..Youmayleave

Westoodupandwalkedout..

Me:Youfuckedusup

King:Fillintheform,Let'sgoforadrinkandlunch

NOMVULA

Lisa:Ithinkyoushouldtakesometimeoff



Me:IfIsitathomeanddonothing,I'llgocrazy

Lisa:Youhurting

Me:AsIshould

Shepushedtheboxoftissuesmyway..

Me:Idon'tthinkI'lleverfallinloveagain,Nor

considergettingmarriedagain.IsitwrongtosayI

hateMen?I'mnotsayingAfroisallwrongbut..I

don'twannagothroughthispainagainwith

someoneelse.Mykidstheygoingthroughit

Lisa:Healingismessy.Onemomentyouokay,The

nextyounot



Me:Ireallydon'tknow

Lisa:Ihaveasuggestion

Me:Yeah

Lisa:It'salmostlunchtime.Let'sgoout,Eatand

drinkabottleofwine

Me:Wecan't,Wehavetocomebackagainafter

lunch

Lisa:Wedon't..

Me:Wedo,I'mtheboss

Lisa:Exactly



Me:Fine..Letmegetmypurse

SHANTEL

Iwassittingonthetable,Legsonthetable.My

handsholdingmylegsunder.Hewentallinforit,

Andthencame.Hehadacondomon.Hecaughthis

breathandslippedhimselfout.Sexintheoffice,

Andthere'salwaysofficegossip.Iwasmoaning

loud,Iwantedtomakeastatementthathe'smine

nowandeveryoneelsearoundherehadtoknow..

Igotdownfromthetable,Andstarteddressingup.

Heremovedthecondomandstarteddressingup

too..

Me:Whatawaytohavelunch



Afro:Bestlunchever

HekissedmeasIfixedthetable..

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgetit

Iwenttounlockandopened,Itwashisassistant

Vero..

Vero:Shantel

Me:Vero

Vero:IsMrDin?



Me:He'shere

Shewalkedin..

Me:I'llgodowntothecanteentogreetafewpeople

Iwalkedout...

SKNDLOVU

Wewalkedintotherestaurant..

King:Youshould'vewenttothehouseandchanged

Me:Why?Ilikemyattire

DEAwewearblackpantswithpockets,Blackboots



andat-shirt.Ifit'scold,Wewearblackjackets

writtenDEAattheback.

King:Youlookmorelikethepeopleyouputinside

thanyoudoforthelaw

Ichuckled..

Waitress:Detective,Agent

Wegreetedback..

Waitress:I'llshowyoutothetable

Weareregularcustomershere..

NOMAKHOSI



Him:R25

Me:Okay

Ilookedaroundthestore..Ashewasbusy,The

assistantwasbusytookeepinghimselfbusyby

stockingthingsintheshelves..

Iwalkedaroundalittle,Stoleafewpacksofsnacks

fromtheboxandputthemintheblackplasticthat

hadmaizemeal,WhichIboughtfromsomewhere

else..

Him:Here'syourchange

Itookmychange..



Me:Thankyou

SKNDLOVU

Me:Iwasinthefield,Busyalot.Ithinkshejustgot

lonely.Camehomeonenight,Andtheywereinbed

together.Firstthingthatcameintomymindwasto

shootandkillthemboth,ButthenIthoughtabout

myDaughter

King:Youdidtherightthing

Me:Menaresaidtobetheonesbeingshitty.Yes

wetheoneswhocheatandshit,Awomandoingit

King:It'slikethat,Bothgenderscanbeshitty.I'm

sorryMan



Me:Yaashithappens.Ididloveher,AndIwould

haveneverhurtherlikethat

King:Youbegood

Me:Wait

King:What?

Me:IsthatwhoIthinkitis?

King:Who?

Heturned,Theywerewalkingin..

Me:NomvulaJele?



King:TheCEOofthemostsuccessfultobacco

company

Me:Ididn'tknowthisrestaurantwashertaste

King:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Anindependentwoman,Theyhavestandards

King:Iseebutnotallofthemarehardheaded

Me:Trustme,Theyallare.Thetypetowearthe

pantsintherelationship.I'mevensurprisedshe's

beenmarriedthislong

King:ButIdoseewhatyousee

Me:Thoughtheylikethatbutit'snotdifficultto



tamesuchawoman

King:Betterawomanlikethatthanonewhowas

abused

Me:Trustme,There'sanunderlyingreasonof

strugglethatpushedherfartobewhatsheistoday

King:Areyouprofilingher?

Me:It'sfun

King:Okay..Ilikethechallenge,Let'ssee

Kinggotupandturnedhischairaround,Welooked

atthem..

.
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Iwasbusysigningsomedocuments,Verowas

lookingatme..

Me:Ifyouhavesomethingtosay,Dosayit.Your

stareisuncomfortable

Vero:Ijustdidn'twannaspeakonthingsthataren't

mybusiness

Me:MywifeandI,Wedivorcing.I'vesignedthe

papersalready



Vero:Ohw

Me:IaminarelationshipwithShantel

Vero:Isee

Me:Anythingyouwannasay?

Vero:NoSir

Me:Herearethedocuments

Vero:ThankyouSir

Shewalkedoutofmyoffice...

NOMVULA



Lisa:Theyprobablyjustguyslikingus

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter,It'srudetostareandlookat

them.Lookatthedarkskinnedonewearingall

blackwiththebeard.Doesn'thescreamdangerous?

Likehumantrafficking?Wecouldbesittinghere

andwethenexttargets.Probablyaserioushuman

traffickingsyndicate

Thewaitresscame..

Waitress:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Everythingisnotfine,Thosetwogentlemen

havebeenstaringatus.Withtherateofwomen

goingmissing,It'suncomfortable.Iam

disappointedtherestauranthasn'taskedthemto

leaveasyet



Lisa:Forgiveus,Shewenthardonthewine

Me:Exactlymypoint.Wearetwovulnerablewomen,

Drinkingandhavinggoodlunch.Theyhavebeen

staringprobablywaitingforustogetseriously

intoxicated

Waitress:I'msosorry.ThatisDetectiveKingand

thatisagentNdlovu,HeisDEA

Lisa:Wow..WehaveDEAinSouthAfrica?

Waitress:I'llletthemknowthattheymakingyou

uncomfortable

Me:NaaIgotit



Lisa:OhwLord

Igotupandwalkeduptothem.Itriedtoregainmy

composurebutthewinewasreallyknockingme

out..

Lisa:It'sokayIgotit

Istoodbytheirtableandplacedbothmyhandson

thetable.Iwasdisorderianted,Myeyesightwasa

bitblurry..

Me:Goodafternoon

Onlyonegreetedback....

Me:Youhavebeenstaringatmeandmybestfriend,

It'sveryuncomfortablenow



Man:I'msorry.I'mdetectiveKingandthisismy

friendandcolleagueSk.Thingsiswew-

Me:Idon'tcareevenyouranthewholedepartment.

Wearetwovulnerablewomen,Drinkingandyou

havebeenstaringatus.It'sscaryandit's

uncomfortable

King:Greatlyapologize,Wewereabouttoleavetoo

Me:Thankyou

Sk:Ihaveaquestionforyoubeforeyouleave

Me:No..I'mnotgivingyoumynumber

Helaughed..



Sk:No..Notthat,Areyourecentlygoingthrough

divorce?

Me:Excuseyou?

Sk:Yourringfinger.Stillhasthediscolouration

markmeaningyouhavetakenyourringrecently.

Didhehityou?Noamountofmakeupcanexplain

thebruisingonyournosebridgewhichis

proportionaltoafist.Ishecheating?Ofcoursehe

is.Hefelloutofloveimmediatelywhenyoustarted

takingoffbecauseyouweremakinghimfeellessof

aman,Neglectedyourmarriageforwork.Younot

hurtingbecausehecheated,Youhurtingbecause

youthoughtyouweretheitandhewouldnever

cheatonyou.Thatwine,It'snotgoingtohelpyou

butgiveyouaverypainfulheadache,Andmakeyou

veryhorny.Whenyougethome,Youmightengage

insexualintercoursewithhimthentomorrowwake

upregrettingoryouwillfighthimandstillwakeup



regrettingbecauseyouwould'vestooplowon

somethingyoudesperatelytryingtoprovetohim.

Thatyouarethroughwithhim

Lisa:Wow

Hegotup..

Sk:Weleaving..Dodrinkwateralotandmaybego

totheoffice,Sleepitoffalittlebeforeyougohome

soyoudon'tregret

Hewalkedaway..

King:Iamsosorry.He'sverygoodatprofiling

people,HeisDEAandwasSSAinthebehavioural

department.It'sembarrassingandI'msorry,Ifit's

anycourtesyI'llpayforyourlunch



Sk:King..Let'sgo

King:Again..I'msorry

Me:Nofuckhim!

Itookoffmyheelsandwalkedtothedoor..

Lisa:Pleasecomewith,Wegonnaneedlaw

enforcement

Iopenedthedoorandlookedaround,Hewas

walkingtothecar..

Me:Hey!

Hedidn'tstop..



Me:Heyasshole!!

Ithrewmyheelathim.Itdidn'thithim.Heturned

aroundandpickeditup.Hewalkedbacktome

whilstlaughingandshakinghishead..

Hestoodbeforeme..Helookedatme..

Me:Thatwasnotokay,Youdon'tdothatto..You..

Iburped..

Sk:Bendalittle

Me:I'msorry?Howdareyou?



Sk:Fuckit..Bendoveralittlewoman,Youaboutto

vomit!!

Heputmyheeldown,Cameandstoodbehindme.

Heplacedhishandallaroundtomystomachthen

hisotherhandonmyback.Slightlybentme,AndI

didvomit..

Lisa:Ohhmyword..Rainareyouokay?

Sk:She'sgoingtobefine,Shejustneedstodrinka

lotofwaterandmaybesomepainkillersandsleep

alittle

Ikeptonvomiting,Vomittedallthewine..

Sk:Andsomethingtoeat,Inoticedshedidn'ttouch

herfood



King:I'llgogetthewaterforherandsomebread

Sk:toastedwithnothing,Notevenbutter

King:Sure

Lisa:I'llgogetourthings

Sk:Getasugarydrink,Anydrinktheyhavethat's

highonsugarandmakesureit'scold

Iwipedmymouth,Ievengotsomeonmy

stockings..

Heliftedmeupagain,Iwascryingandsuperdizzy.

Iturnedaroundhestillhadhisarmaroundmy

waist..



Me:Idon'tfeelwell,IfeellikeI'mgoingtodie

Sk:Youneverdrinkonanemptystomach,

Especiallydryredwine.It'ssupposedtoopenyour

appetite..Let'sgo

Hegrabbedmyarmandwewalkedtotheblack

SUV.SeeingthestickerinmydizzystateInow

believedheisthelawindeed.

Heopenedthebackseats,Therewasablack

jacket..

Sk:Takeoffyourclothesandwearthejacket,I'll

giveyousomespace

Me:Allofthem?



Sk:Goddammitno..Shirt,bra,andstockings.My

jacketisbiggersoyou'llbefine

Itriedtounbuttonmyshirt,Icouldn'tseethe

alignmentofbuttons..

Me:Canyouhelp?

Helookedatme..

Sk:Nowyoutrustme?

Me:Please

Sk:IamthebestDrugagentandprofiler,Idon't

havetodothis

HeunbuttonedmyshirtandIlookedathim..



Me:Areyoumarried?

Sk:Divorced,It'sbeen2-3months

Me:WhyamIundressingagain?

Sk:AsmuchasItriednottogetanyvomitonyour

shirt,Thereisalittle

Hetookoffmyshirt..Thenranhisbigstronghands

frommystomachtomybacklocatingmybra.Iwas

soweakmyheadjustleanedovertohischest.For

someonewhoisprobablyismostlyinthefield,

Runningandrushing.Sweating,Hewassmelling

good.Couldsmellhiscologne

Hegotmybraoff,Ileanedbackputtingmyhands

onmybreasts.Hetookthejacketandputitonme.



Itwasbigindeed..

Me:Thankyou

Hepushedmeback,Ifellontheseat.Heliftedmy

skirtup..

Sk:Thiscouldbetheendofmycareer.Drunk

womaninthebackofmyworkcar,NowI'mtaking

offherstockings.Sweet

Ilaughed...

Hepulleddownmystockings,Thengotthemoff.

Heputhishandsagainonmywaist.Pickedmeup

andgotmeout.Heputmedownandfixedmyskirt..

Hehelpedmetogetbackinside..



Sk:Stayhere..Ineedasmokewhilstwewaitfor

thosetwo

SHANTEL

Me:I'mleaving

Afro:Okay..I'llseeyoulater

Me:Whenareyoumovingoutagain?

Afro:Soon..Ijustwannamakesurethatthekids,

WeokaybeforeImoveout

Me:Ohw

Afro:It'llbesoon..Ipromise



Me:Okaythen,I'llseeyoulater

Afro:Letmewalkyouout

NOMVULA

Iwasbusyfallinginandoutofsleep..Skwas

standingatthedoorofthecar..

Me:Whydidyoudivorce?

Sk:Shecheated,Withmybestfriendandcurrently

pregnantbyhim

Me:Hecheatedwithournannyandcook



Lisa:Sorryittooklong,Theywerestillhelpingother

customers

King:Issheokay?

Sk:Shewillbe

Hepassedmethebottleofwaterfirst.

Lisa:Thankyousomuchguys

King:Wewillchauffeuryouguysbacktoyour

workplace,It'stheleastwecando

Lisa:Shedefinitelywon'tbedriving

Me:I'mgoingtosleephereinthebackseat



Sk:Noyouwillsleepinyourcar,Yourfriendis

goingtodrive

King:Lisaisit?

Lisa:Yes

King:Pleasegivemearidebacktothestationthen

drivetotheoffice

Sk:Wtf?Whatareyoudoing

King:They'llbefine

Me:Yes..We'llbefine



Sk:Iseewhatyoutryingtodo

Lisa:I'lltakethatthankyou.Hershirt,Thisisher

phone.I'lldrivehercarbacktotheoffice

King:Seeyoulatermate

Ijustclosedmyeyesandslept..

.
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Mymothercalledmeataround19:00,Tellingme



thekidsarestillwithher.Nomvulasaidshe'llbe

knockingoffat16:00,Ifshedelays.She'llcalland

tell.Momsaysshe'sbeencallingher.Herphone

justrings.Istoppedbytofetchthekids,Itried

callingherbutshewasn'tpickingup.Atleastthis

timeitdidring..

Langa:She'sprobablyworkinglate

Me:Sheshouldcallandsay

Langa:She'sunderalotofstress,Whywouldshe

comehome.Ahomethat'snotniceanymore,I

kindafeelher

Me:MeandyourMomareseparatingLanga,It's

official.Sheservedmewithdivorcepapersthis

morning.Whatdoyouwantfromme?



Langa:Don'tgiveuponyourfamily!Youalways

toldmethatoneshouldn'tgiveuponpeoplethey

love,Familyisimportant

Hewalkedaway.Iwasalreadyprepared.Changed

andeverythingsoIcouldgoseeShantel..NowI

havetocancel,Ican'tleavethekidsalone..

NOMVULA

Itossedandthenopenedmyeyes.Tookmeafew

secondstoprocesseverything.Iwasn'tathome,I

rememberLisaandIwentoutforlunch.Igotdrunk

andwemetthesetwoguys...

IwokeupinabedroomIamnotfamiliarwith,Ionly

remembersleepinginthecar.Whathappenedafter,

Idon'tknow..



Me:OhhmyGoodness,Notagain

Myphonevibrated,Isearched.Itwasunderthe

pillow.Igotit,ItwasAfro..

Me:Hey

Afro:Wherethehellareyou?

Me:Iuhm..I..

Afro:Istheadayyougoingtowakeuponedayand

growup?Ifyouworkinglate,Communicatewithme!

Skwalkedinsilently.Heonlyhadatowelaround

hislowerbody.Hisbodywasstillabitwet.He's

bald,Butnottoobald.Hasaneatwelltrimmed

beardaroundhischinandsideburns.Bythelookof



thebeard,Hedoestakeprideinitbecauseit'snot

untidyandunattractive.Hisupperbody,Nosignof

tattoo.Goingfurtherdown,Seeingtheoutlineofhis

dick.Ifwedidit,TrustmeIwouldstillfeelit..He

foldedhisarmsandlookedatme..

Me:Ican'ttalknow

Afro:Noyouwilltalk.Ifyoucan'twiththekids,I'd

rathergetfullcustody

Me:Shantelisnotraisingmykids!

Afro:Uyahlulekamoss(Youaresuffering)

Me:Ijusthadalongdayokay?

Afro:Youalwayshavealongday!Thisisnotthe



firsttime!

Me:I'msorryifIseemtobenegligent,ButI'm

gettingdivorcedfrommyhusbandwhocheatedon

mewiththesamewomanthatheboughttoour

house!Myhusbandwhofirstshotmethenafter

beatme!..LookI'mtiredoffighting,I'llbehome

soon

Ihungup..

Me:Canyoup-

Sk:I'lldriveyouhome..I'mgoingtoneedtheroom

torest.Yourfriendtookyourcar

Me:It'sokay..Thankyou



Sk:Youarealotcalmerwhenyounotdrunk

Me:I'llgiveyoutheroom

Igotoutofbedstillwearinghisjacketandwalked

out..

AFRO

IwasonthephonewithShantel..

Shantel:Can'tyouseethatshe'sdoingthison

purpose?

Me:That'sbesidesthepoint

Shantel:She'susingthekidsagainstyou.What

can'tshejustacceptthatit'soverwithoutallthis



drama?

Me:IfIhadanyreasonstodivorceher,It'llbenow.

She'sreckless,Shedoesn'tactlikeamother!Nor

didsheactlikeawifeandshewonderswhyI'm

leavingher?Whyweherenow

Shantel:Justpleasefixthisthingwithyourwife,It's

gettingridiculousnow

Shehungup...

NOMVULA

Hehadaveryuniquehouse.Small,Justtwo

bedrooms.Bathroom,Kitchen,Lounge.Vintageand

verybeautiful..



Hewalkedout,Wearinghissneakersablacknikey

tracksuit...

Sk:Areyouready?

Me:Yes..AlthoughIcould'vehavetakenanuber

Sk:It'llgivemeapieceofmindknowingthatyou

safe

Me:Ohw

Sk:I'mnotgoingtocomeinifthat'swhatyou

worriedabout

Me:Okayfine..Doyoubyanychanceknowwhat

happenedtomyshirt?



Sk:Youvomitedonit,Yourfriendtookit

Me:Okay

Izippedthejacketandthenwewalkedout.Ionly

hadmyphonewithme...

LISA

Ikeptonlookingatmymom..

Mom:Whatisit?

Me:Gotsomethingtosay?

Mom:Onwhat?



Me:ItoldyouaboutRain,Andwhathappenedtoday.

Youdidn'tseemsurprised,Youdidn'thave

questions

Mom:Whatdoyouwantmetosay?

Me:Youalwayshavesomethingtosay

Mom:Wecan'talwaysliveourlivesaccordingto

whatIseeanddon't,Sometimesotherthingswe

figurethemoutonourown

Me:Momthisismybestfriend.Idon'twanther

gettinghurt

Mom:AllIcansayis,She'sgoingtobeokay

Me:Okay..That'sallIwanted



NOMVULA

Skdrovemehome,Ididn'tsayanythingintheSuv.

Mymindwasfaraway..

Hedroppedmeoffattheentrance..

Me:Thankyou..Uhm..I'lltakeyourjackettobedry

cleaned

Sk:Noproblem

Iopenedthedoorandgotout..

Me:Thankyou



Helookedatmeandsmiledalittle..

Me:What?

Sk:Givemeyourphone,Unlocked

Iunlockedandgavehim..

Sk:Ifhehitsyouagain,Youcallme

Hegavemebackmyphone..

Sk:Don'thesitate,I'veseensuchendingupbadly

withacoffin

Me:Okay



Itookmyphoneandwentin,Greetingthebutler.I

didn'thavemyshoeson,Nobra.Justmyskirtand

thejacket.AsIwentuptheelevatortothe

penthouse,Myheartwasalreadybeatingfast..

Igotoutoftheelevator,Wenttoopenthedoorand

wentin..

Hewassittingatthecounterdrinkingcoffee..

Me:Hey

Helookedatme..

Hegotdownfromthechairandwalkeduptome.

Mylegswereshaking..

Afro:Wherehaveyoubeen?



Me:It'salongstory

Afro:Turnaround

Me:Huh?

Afro:Turnaround

Islowlyturnedaround..

Afro:D.E.A

Me:Icanexplain

Heunzippeditandtookitoff..



Afro:Whatthefuck?Wherethefuckisyourbranow

shirt?

Me:AsI'msayingIcanexplain

Hethrewitdown..Heranhishandsonmythighs

thenonmyass..

Afro:Atleastyouweresmartenoughtocomeback

withyourunderwearon,Whothefuckishe?

Me:AfroI..

Afro:Whothefuckishe??(Shouting)

Me:Sk..He'snameisSk

Afro:He'sDEA?



Inodded..

Afro:Howlonghaveyoubeenseeinghim?

Me:Iamnotseeinghim

Afro:Don'tlietome!!!Youfuckengivemehellabout

cheatingwhilstyou'vebeendoingitallalong?

(Yelling)

Hewasmad,BringingShantelintoitwon'thelp....

WeheardLangatalkingcomingdownthestairs..

Afrokissedme..

Langa:Ohwmygoodness!!Warningnexttime

please?..NothingBro,Justbustedmyparents



kissing..

Hetookoffhisearphones..

Langa:Ijustneedasnack

Afro:PUBG?

Langa:YeahandI'mdying

Afrohadhisarmsaroundmywaist,Sheildingmy

halfnakedness.Langatookthesnacksandrushed

upstairs.Afroletgo,Hepickedupthejacket...

Afro:I'llbereturningthistohimtomorrowmorning

Hewentupstairs.Isatonthearmrestofthecouch

andexhaled..



.
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Iwasinthekitchendrinkingteabeforegoingtobed.

Iwassittingonthehighchairleaningoveronthe

countertop.Hisphonewasthere,Ithinkheforgotit.

Itrangagain"Liefie".Ithinkit'sShantel,Ithastobe

her..Hewalkeddownthestairs,Isatupstraight.

Hegavemeaseriouslookasheapproachedme..

Me:Shantelhasbeencalling



Hepickeduphisphoneandlookedatme.

Afro:I'mmovingbackintothemasterbedroom

Me:Why?

Afro:It'sourbedroomandwestillmarried

Me:I'llmoveouttotheguestroom

Afro:No!..Wesleepingtogetherlikehowitshould

be,Likehowmarriedpeopledoit

HewalkedawayandIshookmyhead..

Icheckedmyphone,CheckingSk'snumber.He

didn'tsaveit,Ididn'thavehimasacontact..



Me:Slybastard

SKNDLOVU

Thefollowingmorning,Ipreparedmyselfforwork.I

wasn'ttakingthe2weeksleave..

Cap:IthoughtItoldyoutotakesometimeoff

Me:Ican'tdothatI'msorry

Cap:Sk

Me:2weeksoffforwhat?Whenthere'sdrug

dealersoutsidewaitingformetoarrestthem?Look

workistheonlythingthatkeepsmebusyandIlove

myjob



Cap:I'mtryingtosaveyoufromyourself,Youget

outthere.Youshootsomebodyonlybecauseyou

stillhaven'tdealtwithwhathappened

Me:whydoeseveryonekeeponsayingthat?

Cap:Okaylook..Yougoodatprofilingtoo,Soyou

willworkinhomicideprofilingforthenexttwo

weeks

Me:Areyoukiddingme?

Cap:DoesitlooklikeIam?

Me:That'slikeademotion

Cap:Eitherthatoryougohome



NOMVULA

Wedidshareabed,Butthewasnotouching.Iput

pillowsinthemiddle.Hehardlyslept,Wasup

textingbackandforthwithShantelIassume..

IcalledmyselfanUbertogetmetowork..

Me:GoodmorningLisa

Lisa:Hey..Heywhathappened?

Shefollowedmetotheoffice..

Lisa:Whathappened?



Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Lisa:YouandSk?

Me:There'snomeandSk

Shefoldedherarms..

Me:Isleptathisplacethenhedrovemehome,Now

where'smycoffee?

Lisa:I'llgetit,Andgetmyselfonetoo

SKNDLOVU

King:Okaybeforewegotothecrimescene,The

localpolicestationsentustheimages.Iwantusto

lookatthemandgetaheadstart



Heputthemonthetable..

King:Andlet'swelcomeournewmember,Skhe'll

bejoiningusforthenexttwoweeks

Me:Yey(Sarcasm)

King:Youinmydepartment,Wedotakeourwork

seriouslytoo

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Officer:Agent,There'ssomeonelookingforyouat

thereception

Me:Excuseme



Istoodupandwentthere,ItwasNomvula's

husband.Irecognizefromthepicturestheyputout.

Theirmarriagewasprettypublic.

Me:MayIhelpyou?

Hewasholdingmyjacket..

Hewalkeduptome..

Him:I'mAfro..Rain'shusband

Me:Nicetomeetyou,Afro..Rain'shusband

Afro:ThisisyoursIbelieve?

Hehandedmethejacket..



Me:Shesaidshe'sgoingtotakeitfordrycleaning

Afro:Idon'tcare..Idon'tknowwhat'shappening

betweenyouandmywife,ButIwantittostop.Stop

fuckingmywife!Areweclear?

Me:Crystal

Afro:Good..Haveaniceday

Hewalkedtothedoor..

Me:Afroisit?

Heturnedandlookedatme..



Me:IfIfuckedyourwife,Trustme.You'dnotice

Theofficeratthereceptionlaughed..

Afro:Pardon?

Me:UntilIfuckyourwife,She'sstillavirgintome.

SoifIhadfuckedherlastnight,You'dnotice

Afro:Motherfucker!

Hechargedatme..

Me:Don't..Youseriouslywannagetphysicalwith

me?Youreallywannadothattoyourself?

Afro:Justfuckenstayawayfrommywife



Me:Thankyouforbringingbackmyjacket

Iwalkedbacktotheoffice...

NOMVULA

Me:No

Itwasquiet..

Me:I'mstartingtothinkthatnoneofyouactually

wantthisCEOposition

Myphonerang..

Me:Justasec



Ianswered,Itwasanunsavednumber..

Me:Hello

Voice:Yousaidyouweregoingtotakemyjacketto

drycleaning

Me:Howdidyougetmynumber?

Sk:Youweren'tgoingtocallmesoIcalledmyself

fromyourphoneandsavedit

Me:Excusemeguys

Iwentoutoftheseminarroom..



Me:I'minameeting

Sk:I'minameetingtoo,I'mprofilingforthe

homicidedepartment

Me:Goodforyou

Sk:Youdidn'ttakeittodrycleaning

Me:Iknow..Myhusbandtookit

Sk:Butyoustilldidn'ttakeit

Me:MygoodnessSkwhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Takeittodrycleaning?

Sk:Naa,Ithinklunchwilldotomakeitup



Me:No

Sk:Youowemethatmuch

Me:Fine..Afterthelunchwedone

Sk:13:00?

Me:Yes

Sk:I'llpickyouupthen

Me:Icandrivemyselftotherestaurant

Sk:I'llpickyouupthen,Bye

.



Tobecontinued

[05/23,19:52] :NOMVULA

88

AFRO

Icouldn'tconcentratewellatworksoIdecidedto

leaveearly.Icouldn'tbelievewhatIheardthis

morning,NorbelievethatRainisactuallyinvolved

withaDEA.Iseriouslydidn'tseeitcoming,I

thoughttheendofourmarriagewasgoingtocrush

hersobadthatshewillhatelove.HateMen..

IdrovestraighttomyMother'shouse..

Mom:Letmegetthisstraight,Yousignedpapers.

Youcheatedandalreadymovedon,Butyoudon't

wantherdoingthesame?



Me:Thoughtitwasgoingtotaketimeforherto

moveon,Neverexpectedittobethisfast.Meaning

thisguyhasalwaysbeenaround,Idoubtit's

someoneshejustmetrecently

Mom:OkayAfrobutwhatdoyouwanthertodo?Be

aloneforever?

Me:She'sgoingtobebringingamanintomykids

lives,Somestepfatherkindofshit.Hegonnabe

aroundmykids24/7,PlayingDaddy

Mom:It'showitis.Notallstepfathersarea

nightmare,Ifhelovesher.He'sgoingtolovethe

kidstoo.Rainisnotevil,Idon'tthinkshe'llkeepthe

kidsfromyou

Me:Shewon'tbutsomeoneisgoingtotakemy

place.Fuckmywife,Raisemykidsandshit



Mom:Isn'tthatwhat'shappeningbetweenyouand

Shantel?

Me:It'sdifferent,Shantelwon'tbestayingwiththe

kids24/7.Langaisaboy,Imightlosethe

relationshipbetweenus

Mom:Idon'tunderstandwhatyouexpectedBaby,

Youstartedthisremember?

Me:Youdefendingher?

Mom:No..Iamactuallybeingrealistic.Youhave

causedthiswomansomuchpain

Me:Shehealedfast



Mom:There'snoformulatohealing,Somepeople

taketime.Somepeoplehealwithinanother

relationship

Me:Ilovemywife

Mom:Maybeloveisnotenough

NOMVULA

Me:I'mgoingtolunch..Mykeysplease

Lisagavememycarkeys..

Lisa:Youdrivingout?

Me:No..He'salreadyherewaitingforme

downstairs



Lisa:Afro?

Me:Sk

Lisa:Hmmmm

Me:Don'thmmmme,Anddon'tsayanything

Lisa:Mylipsaresealed

Me:I'llbebackinanhour

Lisa:Takeyourtime

NOMAKHOSI



Him:Canyoustarttomorrowmorning?

Me:Yes

Him:Okay..You'llbeworkingMon-Sat.R1600a

monthasacashier.Workingfrom8:00am-18:00

Me:ThankyousomuchSir,Youwon'tbe

disappointed

IsawapamphletpastedoutsidetheChineseshop,

Theywerelookingforcashiers.Gotin,Theyonly

neededanIDcopy.Longhoursforalittlesalarybut

Ineedtofeedmykids...

NOMVULA

HewasleaningagainsttheSUVinhisblackattire,



Hewaswearingacaptoday..Iwonderhowmanyof

theblackattireshehas.Helookedgood.Astrong

blackman.

Iwalkeduptohim..

Sk:Ithoughtyouweregoingtostandmeup

Me:Idon'tgobackonmyword

Sk:Let'sgo

Iwalkedtothecar,Touchedthedoorhandle.He

stoodbehindmeandputhishandonmysmall

hand..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Sk:Openingthedoorforyou,Westillexist

Heopenedthedoorwithhishandstillonmine,As

weslightlymovedback.Ifelthiscrotchpoking

againstmybutt..

Igotin..Heclosedthedoorandwalkedalltheway

around.Istrappedmyself.Hegotinandstrapped

too..

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Sk:It'sasurprise

Me:Okay

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff..



Me:Whathappened?Ihopemyhusbanddidn't

causeascene

Sk:Heaccusedusoffucking

Me:Ohhmyword

Sk:Don'tworry..ItoldhimifIfuckedyou,He

would'venoticed

Ihithimontheshoulderalittle..

Me:That'ssowrong

Sk:I'mnotjokingthough

Myeyeswentdowntohiscrotch.Iclearedmy

throatandpositionedmyselfpullingdownmyskirt..



Me:Iamamotheroftwo

Sk:Doesn'titgobackaftergivingbirth?

Me:Well..

Sk:Exactly

Me:Idon'tthinkit'sthatbig

Sk:Wannagrabandfeel?

Me:No..That'sjusttoowrong

Sk:I'malsoamanofmyword,Anydayyouwanna

try..Justsaytheword



Me:I'mstillmarried

Sk:Abouttodivorce

Me:Let'sleaveit

Sk:Suityourself

(Silence)

Me:OkayI'mcurious..Justwhatdidyoumean?

He'llnotice?

Sk:IamsayingIcanproveittoyou

Me:Soyoujustwannagetintomypanties?



Sk:I'llgetthereandit'llbemore

Me:Iamnotlookingforarelationshipcurrently

Sk:I'dthinkofusasfriendswithbenefitsfirst,Then

weprogress

Me:Idon'tevenlikeyoulikethat

Sk:Andhereyouare,Agreedtothelunchdate

Me:WellIamhungry,Ineedtoeat

Sk:YesMam'

Hecontinueddriving,Ilookedathimashe



concentratedontheroadandIsmiledalittle..

AFRO

Me:Ihavetogo

Mom:Don'tforgetthisweekend,wehavingafamily

dinner.Feziwillbringherboyfriend

Me:I'llbringRain

Mom:IthoughtyouweregoingtosayShantel

Me:ThekidsarecomingoversoIdon'twantany

problems

Mom:YouarewithShantelshouldn'ttheybegetting

usedtoheralready?



Me:Theywill

Mom:AreyousureyounotbringingRainover

becauseyounotokaywithherbeingwithsomeone

else?

Me:No..She'sstillthemotherofmykids

Mom:Okaybaby..I'llseeyouontheweekend

NOMVULA

Hetookmeoutforaseaboiledplatter..

Me:Wow..It'sbeenawhilesinceIhadthiswithhot

sauce



Sk:Theymakethebest

Me:BythesmellIcansay

Helookedatme..

Me:What?

Sk:Youbeautiful

Me:Thankyou

Iblushedalittle...

Me:Soyourwifecheatedonyouwithyourbest

friend?



Sk:Yaa

Me:That'sterrible..I'msorry

Sk:It'sokayshithappens,It'slife..Whatcanwedo

Me:Ialsostillcan'tbelievethatmymarriageisover

afteralltheseyears

Sk:It'shisloss,Noonesaidthatmarriagesare

meanttolastforever

Me:Iguessso

Sk:Yougoingtobeokay,It'slife

Me:Indeed..ThankyouIreallyneededthisplatter,

It'sbeenawhile



Sk:Canyoudomeafavour?

Me:Yes

Hetookthenapkinfromthetableandwipedmy

bottomlip..

Sk:Stopreferringtohimas"Myhusband".Unless

youtwoarethinkingoffixingitagain

Heplacedthenapkinonthetableandwipedthe

cornerofmymouthwithhisthumb...

Sk:He'syourexhusband,Orrathersay.Thefather

ofmykids

Ifeltatickledownthereashecontinuedwipingthe



cornerofmymouth..

Sk:There..Youokay

Ismiledalittleandcontinuedeating..

.
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IwashavingagoodtimewithSk.Heletmeinon

hiswork,Wespokethenprofiledpeople.It's

amazingwhathedoes,Justnoticingcertainthings

andputtogetherwhatapersonislike.Their

behaviourandeverything.Itwasveryfascinating..



Heisaveryinterestingsomeone,ForamomentI

evenforgotaboutmyproblems..

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:I'm5minuteslate

Sk:Andyounotfreakingout?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:No..It'skindarefreshinggettingoutofthe

officeforachange

Sk:I'mgladyouenjoyedyourself



Me:Andthefoodwasdelicioustoo

Sk:Itwasindeed

Welookedateachotheracrossthetablefora

while..

Me:Menstartoutlikethis,Funatfirstthenwhen

thehoneymoonphaseisover.Youguysjustturn

ugly

Sk:Kindasadputtingusinthesamegarbage,I

couldsithereandsayallwomenarehoeslikemy

exwife

Me:Whyshecheat?

Sk:Dopeopleactuallyneedareasontoo?People



cheatbecausetheywanttoo.Noamountof

explanationmakesitright

Me:Iguessso..Ain'tyousupposedtogobackto

work?

Sk:Iamtechnicallyonleave,Twoweeks

Me:Butyouwearingyourworkattire

Sk:YaaI'mworkinghomicidefortwoweeks

Me:Reasonbeing?

Sk:MybossthinksIhaven'tgottenoverthedivorce

Me:Haveyou?



Sk:IfIhaven't,Iwouldn'tbesittingacrossyouright

now

Me:True

Sk:Let'sgetyoubacktowork

Hegotupandmadehiswaytome,Istoodupand

hedrewbackthechairforme..

Heissuchagentleman..

Wewalkedoutoftherestaurant,Hewaswalking

behindmewithhishandslightlyonmywaist...

SHANTEL



Iopenedthedoorforhimandhewalkedin..

Me:Ithoughtyou'dbeatwork

Hekissedme..

Afro:Gotoutearly

Me:Areyoualright?

Afro:I'mfine,Didn'tyoustartworktoday?

Me:YaaIwassupposedtoobutnotfeelingwell,I'll

begoingintomorrow.Periodpains

Afro:Verywell,YousnuggleupI'llmakeyou

somethingtoeat



Me:I'dappreciateit

Iwalkedhertothebedroom...

NOMVULA

Hedrovewithonehand,Andhisotherhandwas

holdingmine..

Me:HowoldisyourDaughter?

Sk:5years

Me:Mineis5too

Sk:Whatarewedoing?



Me:Sorry?

Sk:It'sapparentthatwelikeeachother,Sowhatare

wedoing?Doweneed50moredatestoconfirmit?

Me:I..Idon'tknow,Idon'tthinkIcantakeanother

heartbreak.Thebeating

Sk:Beating?Idon'tbeatwomen.Atleastnot

physically.Wejusttalkitout,WhilstI'mdeepinside

ofyou

Hemovedhishandtomythigh,AndIgot

goosebumps..

Sk:Likethis



Heforceditinbetweenmythighs..

Me:Sk..

Sk:Justaminute,Giveoutmoreroom

Me:Thisisnotright

Sk:Youcanalwayssayno,AndI'llstop

Iopenedmythighsalittletogiveoutmoreroom..

Me:Accident?

Sk:I'mgood

TodayIwasn'twearinganypantyhose..Hedidn't



forcemyg-stringdown,Movedittothesidealittle

asIopenedwidertogivehimmoreroom..

Hisindexfingerlocatedandgentlystartedrubbing

myclit..

Sk:Wetalk,Justlikethis

Me:Wetalk?

Sk:Wetalk

Hecontinued,Thenmoveditdowntomyhole..He

rubbedmeattheentranceusingtwofingersthis

timearound.Untilheeventuallyslippedhisfinger

deepinsideofme,Stillconcentratingontheroad..

HecontinuedandIcouldn'thelpbutmoan,Seeing



hewasgettinganerectionhimselfturnedmeon

more...

Hepulledupatthedeadendoftheroad..Slipped

hishandouttoparkwell..

Sk:Wepracticallyhaveatleast5mintotalkuntila

carpasses

Welookedateachother,Heleanedoverandwe

kissed..

Hetookmyhandtohiscrotch,Unbelievablyso..He

wasright,HewasgifteddowntherewhenI

unzippedhimandunbuttonedhispantsputtingmy

handinside...

Me:Shiit..Youweren'tkidding



Sk:Idon'tkid

Wecontinuedkissing...

AFRO

Iwaspreparingchilli,Addinggroundbeef,

Tomatoes,Tomatopaste,Bakedbeansandafew

spices.ThenI'lltopitwithcheese..

Shantelwalkedin..

Me:Ithoughtyou'llbeinbed

Shantel:Neededwarmwater

Me:Iwasthinking



Shantel:Yes?

Me:IwasthinkingweshouldspendSaturday

togetherearly.You,Me,andthekids

Shantel:Really?

Me:YesbecauselateronI'llbegoingtoafamily

dinner

Shantel:I'dlikethatverymuch

Me:Justsotheycangetusedtousbeingtogether

Shantel:Ithinkit'sagoodidea,I'muptoit



NOMVULA

Withhisfingerdeepinside,Workingit'sway

miraculouslytoincreasingthepleasure.Iwas

gettingsuperhornyandverywet,Couldn'tcontrol

mybreathingtooasourlipswerestillattached

againsteachother.

Iwascatchingmybreath,Hewastoo.Just

occasionallypausingkissingtocatchourbreaths..

Withhisotherhand,Heranitundermyblouse..

Me:Sk...(Softly)

Sk:Talktome

Me:Youmakingmereallywet



Sk:Iknow

Hesqueezedmybreast,Bythistime.Hisbigblack

thickdickwasfullyoutanderected.Iwasgiving

himahandjob.ThemoreIdid,Themoreitcame

aliveandthemorehegroaned..

Wekissedagain.Hemovedthehandfrommy

breast,Thenplaceditonminetoincreasethespeed

ofhowIwasdoingit..

Sk:Youverywet

WithmyotherhandIgrabbedhist-shirt..

Me:Iwantyou



Sk:Iknow

Me:Iwantyouinsideofme

Sk:Nottoday

Heincreasedtherateofhisfingerfucking,Just

hittingthatonespot.Thatspotthatmadememore

hornytothepointoffeelinglikeIwasgoingpiss..

Imovedmyhandfromhis,Andhecontinuedwith

thehandjob.MyclitwasthrobbingpainfullyandI

rubbeditashealsocontinuedwithhisfingerinside

ofme.Wehadliftedmyskirtupformoreeasy

entrance,Andformetofurtheronspreadmylegs..

Hepulledmylowerlipasmymoaninggotabit

louder.Hethenkissedmychinandthenmyneck..



Mylegswerevibrating...

Istoppedrubbingmyclitandgrabbedontohisarm,

Sinkingmynailsdeeperintohisskin.Makinghim

groanmoreinhisdeepvoice..

Imoanedmorelouderandscratchedhimdeep

whenIwasclosetoreleasing.Hisfingerfuckedme

fasterasIreleasedthefluid,Itjustsplashedand

buriedmyfaceonhischestmoaningtothepointof

almostcrying..

Me:Skstooooop

Hebroughthislipsclosertomyear..

Sk:Wealmostdonebaby..Wealmostdone

.
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AFRO

Shantel:Thatwasdelicious

Me:Very

Shantel:Thankyouforcomingoverandhelping,I

wasn'tgoingtobeabletocookonmyowninthis

state

Me:Anythingforyou



Shantel:Youmakemehappy

Ilookedather..

Me:Youmakemehappytoo

Shantel:IknowImightnotbeRainbut..

Me:Whereisthatcomingfrom?

Shantel:IknowyoustillloveherAfro,Icanseeitin

youreyes

Me:RainandIwe'vebeentogetherforyears,She's

themotherofmykids.Itwouldbeweirdformenot

tostillhavethatloveforher

Shantel:Areyoureadytoactuallymoveonfrom



yourpastmarriage?

Me:YesIam,Pleasehaveabitofpatiencewithme..

It'sstillfresh,I'mstilltryingtogetoverit

Shantel:Ijustdon'twannabepatientonsomething

thatmightjustnothappen

Me:It..RainandIwedone,Shefiledfordivorcefirst.

I'vesignedthepapersjustwaitingforittobe

finalisedthat'sall

Shantel:I'mgoingtorestalittle

Me:Okay

NOMVULA



Thatwasaverysteamyandunexpectedturnof

events.Idon'tquiteregretwhathappened,I'mjust

embarrassedthatIalmostfloodedhiscar.I've

nevercamelikethat,Notevenmyyearsofsexual

intercoursewithmyhusband..

Iwasstillfeelingsticky,Atleastit'sleatherseatsso

weusedawholedealoftissuestowipeit.Idon't

understand,I'vebeenfingerfuckedbeforeandthis

hasneverhappened,It'slikehepressedonanarea

thattriggeredpleasure,Thatkindofpleasurethat

I'veneverexperiencedbefore

Healsoshotthroughabitonhist-shirtandpants,

Plustheyblackincolour.Hewipedhimselftoobut

thetraceswerethereandhewasn'tevenmakinga

bigdealoutofit.

Hewasstillholdingmyhandashedrovemetomy

place.Heliftedmyhandandkissedit..



Sk:Embarrassed?

Me:ThatIcameallovertheseat?Yes

Hechuckled..

Sk:I'msorrywhodoyouhavesexwith?

Me:It'sjustneverhappenedbefore

Sk:Ever?Youneversquirtedbefore?

Me:No..Ihavebeenfingerfuckedbeforeitjust

endsonmebeinghorny..Goshthisisembarrassing

Helaughed..



Me:It'snotfunny

Sk:IknowI'msorry..Ijust..Ithasneverhappened

beforewhereIparticipateinanythingsexualwitha

womanandshedoesn'tsquirtnorenjoy

Me:WellyouareattractivesoIunderstand

Sk:Ohwsoyoulikemeformyappearance?That

justhurts

Me:What?(Laughing)

Sk:You'vejusthurtmyfeelings,Soyouusedme?

Me:Thatisnothowithappened(Laughing)



Sk:Thatwashurtful

Me:Yousuchalotofwork

(Silence)

Me:Sk?

Sk:Talktome

Me:Idon'twannabehurtagain

Sk:Idon'twannabehurttoo

Me:Idon'tknowifI'vecompletelyhealed

Sk:I'maverypatientMan,I'llhelpyouheal.When



twobrokenheartscometogether,Theyeitherbreak

eachothermoreormendeachother

Me:Iwantthelatter

Sk:Thenwe'llmendeachother

Me:Themarriagewaslongover,Isawfromwhen

hemovedon

Sk:Somepeoplemoveonwhilsttheystillwithyou

Me:I'venoticed

Hepulledupinourparkinglot..

Me:Areyouokaywithpeopleknowing?



Itookadeepbreathandexhaled..

Me:I'mpracticallyadivorcedwoman,Ijustneedto

callmylawyersubmitthepaperstomorrow

morningandwefinalizedeverything..Inolonger

careaboutpeopleandwhattheysay,Ionlycare

aboutmykids

Sk:That'sthespirit

Me:Ishouldgo

Sk:Ishouldgotoo

Heputhishandaroundmywaistandpulledme

overforakiss..



Wekissedandlostourselvesagaininkissing..

Me:It'sgettinghotandbeautifulagain

Webrokethekissbutstillgreatlyattachedtoeach

other..

Sk:1234EastBeltlineAve

Me:Huh?

Sk:That'smyaddress,Ifyouwannacomeover

anytimetonight

Iputmyhandonhischestandbitmylowerlip..

Me:Ihaveateenagersonhe's16



Sk:Idon'tknowhowloudyouscreambuthecan

cometoosolongyouwon'tbetooloud

Ilaughed..

Me:NoImean,Ineedtotalktohimandwe'llseeon

hismood

Sk:Irespecthimandhisdecisionbecausehe'sthe

onlymaninyourlifewhodeservesmyrespect,

WhomI'llhavetoconvinceforustogetalong

Me:Myexhusband?

Sk:Youwanthimtocometoo?

Ilaughed..



Me:No..

Sk:Idon'tknowifhe'sgoingtobeupforitbutwe

cantry,YoucancallhimI'llaskhim"EyyI'mgoing

tofuckyourwifewannacomeoverandwatch?"

IlaughedsohardIhidmyfaceonhischest..He

laughedtoo..

Sk:Thingsyoucomeupwith

Me:AwukhorightshameIdon'twannalie

Sk:Youbroughthimup

Me:Andmaybealsocallupyourexwife



Sk:They'llbetheaudienceIguess

Ibroughtmyheadupandlookedathim,ThenI

kissedhim..

Me:Thankyouformakingmyday

Sk:Thankyouformakingmine

Me:Letmego

Sk:I'llopenthedoorforyou

FEZILE

Sergio:Fezmyman



HewaseatingChinesefood..

Me:WhatdoyouwantSergio?

Sergio:Isthishowyougreetanoldfriend

Me:I'mnotyourfriend,Itwasbusiness

Sergio:PeopleIdobusinesswitharealsomy

friends

Me:Isee..WhatamIdoinghere?

Sergio:Heardyouretired,Nowyousettlinginan

officeteachingandtraining?

Me:Yes



Sergio:Iunderstand..That'sgoodbutunfortunately

itdoesn'tdomewell..Idon'thaveapilottohelpme

transportmybusiness

Me:That'snotmyproblem

Iturnedtowalkaway,Hisgoonsstoppedme..

Sergio:Let'ssee

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Hepickeduptheenvelopefromthetable..Opened

it..

Sergio:YourMom,Shelivesalonedoesn'tshe?Let

mesee.Niece,Nephew,Brother,Sisterinlaw..The



wholefamily

Me:Idon'tworkthatanymore

Sergio:It'snotaboutyouworkingthere,It'sabout

youmakingsuremymerchandisegetsdelivered

Me:Sergio

Sergio:Gogetyouroldjobbackorfindme

someonewhowilltaketheropesfromyou

.

Tobecontinued
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SKNDLOVU

IwashopefulthatNomvulawouldcome,Solateron

thatday.Iprepareddinnerfortwo.

Wehavebeenspeakingpriortomypreparingthe

dinner..

IfIwasn'tsureatfirstabouther,NowIam.They

alwayssayanotherman'strash,Isanotherman's

treasure.Sheholdsherselfrespectfully,Doesn't

eventhrowhermoneynorrichnessinone'sface.

She'sveryhumble,Andsolongyoutreatawoman

goodyou'llalwayshaveahappywoman.

NOMVULA

Ilookedathim..



Langa:Okay

Me:Areyousure?

Langa:Yeahgooutandhavefun,Naomiisnota

problem

Me:I'munsureofleavingyouguysalone

Langa:Mom..I'm16

Me:Konje

Ipickedupmyovernightbag,Afrowalkedin..

Langa:I'llbeplayinggamesupstairs,I'llconstantly

checkonNaomi



Hecameandhuggedme.Ididn'ttellhimthatI'm

goingtosleepoveratSk's.IjusttoldhimI'mgoing

outwithfriends..

Langa:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby

HewalkedupstairsgreetingAfro..

Iwalkedtothedoorandhemetmehalfway..

Afro:Youreallyaregoingtocheatwithmysurname

Me:AiimaanfuckyouAfro!I'llbeoutofthis

surnamesoon,Idonecalledmylawyer.Tomorrow

morningshe'sgoingtofinaliseeverything



Afro:This..Thisisnotgoingtolast.Youdon'thave

loveforanyman,Youfailedtoloveme.Howishe

different?

Me:Hemakesmehappy.Hemakesitapriorityto

makemehappy

Afro:We'llsee

Me:Goodnight

Iwalkedaway,Hepulledmeback..

Afro:Justdon't..Don'trubitinmyfacethatyou

actuallysleepingwithhim

Me:Iamnot,Youare..KahlekahlewhereisShantel?



Ididn'tevenexpectyoutobehome

Hewrappedhisarmaroundmywaist..

Afro:Yousmellgood

Me:Pleasedon't

Afro:Don'tgotohim,Ijustwannahaveyouforthe

lasttimesincewearedivorcing

Me:Afroplease

Afro:I'mbeggingyou,Justletmehaveyoufor

tonightonly..PleaseMrsDubazana

Ipushedhimoff...Irushedmywayoutofthedoor..



Afro:Rain!!!

FEZILE

Mom:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Huh?

Mom:Relationshipproblems?

Me:No

Mom:Youdon'tgetthat,Howcome?

Me:I'mnotlikeAfro,Ifixmyownrelationship

problems



Mom:Isee..YaaAfrodisappointed

Me:Toomuch

NOMVULA

Idroveuptohisplace,Igotlostalittlebutfound

myway..

Itookadeepbreathandrangthebell..

Heopenedthedoorandfoldedhisarms,Then

lookedatme..

Sk:Ididn'tthinkyouwerecoming



Me:Metoo

Hetookmybagthenheldmybagandwelcomed

mein..

Heclosedthedoorandlockedit.Thenturnedtome.

Heplacedthebagonthefloor,Thentookoffmy

jacket.Helookedatme..

Sk:Youlookgood

Me:Thankyou

Heputhisarmsaroundmywaistandpulledmeto

him..

Sk:SogoodIwantdinnertothelastmealIeat

tonight



Hepickedmeup,Iwrappedmylegsaroundhis

waist..

Sk:Areyousureaboutthis

Me:Youteasedmeallday,NowIwannafeelit

Ikissedhim...

AFRO

Ipouredthewhiskeyanddownedit.Ilookedatthe

bottle,Thoughtofhimactuallyfuckingmywife.I

tookthebottleandsmasheditagainstthewall..

Iplacedbothmyhandsonthecounterandhungmy

headinshame..



SKNDLOVU

Heplacedmeonthebathroomcounternexttothe

sink..

Sk:Idon'twannauseacondom,I'llhurtyou

Me:Idon'twannafallpregnantnorcatchasickness

Sk:I'mascleanastheycome,Iwon'tcomeinside

ofyouasmuchasIdobutnotnow

Hespreadmylegs,Iwaswearingashortdress..He

rubbedhisfingeronmyg-stringjustatthelocation

oftheclit..

Sk:Keepyourhandsunderneathyourlegs,Hold



themandkeepthemthere

Me:Okay

Hedidthataswetoungekissed,Icouldmyself

gettingwet.Hestoppedandtookoffhisvest,His

sweatpantsandwasonlyleftwithhisbriefs.He

tookoffmydress,Andbra..Iputmyhandsback

wheretheybelonged.Hewasgettinganerection

too,AndIdon'tknowwhyhewasn'tfreeinghimself.

Hedidn'ttakeoffmyg-string,Hetoreit..

Me:Sk!

Hethrewitdownandthenkissedmeonmytummy,

Allthewaydowntomycoochie.Heputmylegs

overhisshoulders.Ifelthistongueonmyclitanda

breathescapedmylips..Hesmoocheditwhilsthis

fingergentlymadeit'swayinsideofme.Iroseup

mybodyalittle.ThatwentonforawhileandIwas



gettingextremelywet,Iplacedmyhandonhishand

andpinnedhimagainstmycoochiewithmylegs

shaking.Hestoppedandgotbackup,Withhislips

andchinwet.HeloweredhisbriefsandIgotalittle

scared,ThatamIgoingtoenjoyorfeelalotofpain.

Iputmyhandsundermylegsholdingthem.He

rubbedthetiponmyclitthendowntotheopening

ofmyvagina.Ilookedathimandhekissedme..

Withoutanywarning,Hepusheditinasquickashe

couldbuthalfofitin.Ifeltmyselfstretchingina

wayI'veneverdidwithAfro.Iscreamedandpushed

himoffalittle..

Sk:Isaidyourhandsmustbewhere?

Me:Ididn'texpectthat

Sk:Handsweretheyshouldbe



Me:Sk..

Hepushedfurtherin..

Me:Ohhhhhhmyword

Mybreathingpickedup..

Me:I'veneverfeltsomethingsobig

Sk:BabywhatdidIsayaboutyourhands?

Iputthemundermylegsagain,Hestartedpushing

inandoutgently.Iwasactuallyseeinghimgoingin

andout,Seeingthatquicklybroughtbackthe

pleasure..

Sk:Lookatyoutakingmein



Me:Ohhhhhh

Hecontinued,Thenplacedhishandonmyneck..

Hebroughthislipscloser,Ourforeheadstouching..

Hewhisperednexttomylipswithhiseyesslightly

closedandhisvoiceverylawandtrembling..

Sk:Yousotightbaby

Hewethisotherfingersandrubbedmyclitashe

continuedfuckingmegently..

Me:YesssssssssDaddy

Hekissedme..



Me:Itfeelssogoodpleasedon'tstop

Hestartedbreathingheavily,Stillveryclosetomy

lipswithourforeheadstouching..

Imovedmyotherhandwithmylegsstilluponthe

sinktomassagehisballs.Hepushedfurtherin,I

placedmyhandonhisstomach.

Sk:NexttimeIneedtotellyoutokeepyourhand

away,I'mgoingtofuckyouharduntilyoucry

Hetightenedthegripalittleonmyneck..

Sk:AmImakingmyselfclear?

Me:YesDaddy



Imovedmyhandfromhim..

.
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AFRO

Iwasfallinginandoutofsleep.ThemoreIthought

aboutthesituation,ThemoreIfeltmychestclosing

in.Ilookedatthetime,Itwas22:00onthedot.The

kidsweresleeping,Ihadthisunbelievable

headache.Iwenthardonthebottle.Iwent

downstairstodrinkwater,Whilstwipingmytears.Is

hehittingitraw?Issheenjoying?Issheridinghim

too.Itwasamessofasituation.Mencheatmostof

thetime,Wedogsbutwomenshouldn't.Thepain

hitsdifferentlyknowingthatmywifeisbeing



fuckedoverandbentoverbyanotherman.Aman

whoseemsconfidentinandwithhisbusiness..

NOMVULA

Iwasconvincedthatafterourfirstround,Wewere

goingtoeatthensleep.Noneofthathappened.We

justkeptongoing.Idon'tknowhowhemadeit

possible,Makemesquirtateverypositionand

everyplacewehadsexat.Idon'tknowwherehe

wasgettingallthisstaminafrom..

Hedidkeepuptohisword,Hedidn'tcomeinsideof

me.WhatFustratedmewasthatwewouldstopfor

awhilewhenhecame,Thenstartoveragainand

he'dtakelongertocomethanwhenhedidonthe

firstround

Thiswasour3rdandlastround,Himsittingonthe

couch.Myontopofhim.Iwasuncomfortablewith



thisposition,Ifelthimverydeep..Myarms

wrappedaroundhisneck,Hishandsonmyass.

Squeezingit,Shakingitandmovingmeupand

downonhim..

Me:Pleasecome

Sk:WhywouldIwannadothatwhenI'menjoying

you?

Me:It'sdeepanduncomfortableDaddy

Sk:I'msorrybutyouhavetogetusedtoit

Me:Pleasecome

HepressedmedownagainsthimIfeltallofitin,I

squeezedhimatthebackofhisneckwithmynails.



Whilstscreaming..

Sk:Askies

Me:Ican'tDaddy(crying)

Hestoodupwithmeandlaidmeonthecouchstill

inme...

Hekissedmytears,Mylipsandmyneck.Heplaced

hislipsagainstmyear..

Sk:I'msorry,Doyouwantmetostop?

Me:No

Hekissedme..



Sk:Areyousure?

Me:I'msure..It'sbetternow,Justtiredthat'sall

Sk:I'llbedoneinnotime..Ipromise

AFRO

Icalledher,Herphoneranganswered.Iplacedit

backonthetableandrubbedmyhandstogether.I

tookitandcalledFezi.

Heansweredonthe3rdring..

Fez:Whatsup?



Me:I'velostherFez,Iinitiatedthiswholethingbut..

I'velostherandithurts

Isniffed..

Fez:Youwannafixit?

Me:It'stoolatenow..Shehasfoundsomeoneelse,

She'swithhim

Fez:Thisisdifficult

Me:Iknow

Fez:Youareallowedtofeelhowyoufeel,Sheis

yourwifeorexwifeandthemotherofyourkids.

Youdidloveher



Me:IwishthatIcouldturnbackthetimeandtryto

workitout

Fez:It'stoolatenowboyza,Plusaren'tyouwith

somethingelse?

Me:YaaIdon'tthinkIloveherthatmuch

Fez:Thenleaveherandbeonyourownforawhile

Me:Yaamaybe

NOMVULA

Imoanedveryloudashefuckedmehard,Thenhe

tookitoutandcamerightonmytummy..

Sk:Fuuuuuuuuuuuck!!!!!!!!!!!!



Hetappeditalittleagainstmytummythenaligned

hisbreathingagain.Heletgoofit,Tookthetowel

onthetableandwipedmystomach,Whilstalso

wipinghimself..

Sk:Getup

Igotup,Mylegswerewobbly.Helaidonthecouch

andIlaidontopofhim..

Hegavemeabootyrub..

Sk:Youalright?

Me:Iam..I'mjustverytired,Can'tevenfeelmylegs

Hechuckled..



Me:Justwannarest

Sk:Aren'tyoufeelinghungry?

Me:I'lleatinthemorning

Hekissedmeonmyforehead,Ithenclosedmy

eyes...

NOMAKHOSI

Iwokeupveryearlyinthemorning,Itwasraining.I

preparedthekidsforschool,Andcookedsoft

porridgeforthem.Itwasaround5amwhenIwoke

themup.Thebabywillbelookedaftermymother,

Whoalsowantsmetopayherforlookingafterthe

baby...



AFRO

Me:Sorryforcallingyouonyourpersonalnumber

Vero:It'sokayboss..Iunderstand

Me:Ijustdon'tfeelwell,Whenyougettotheoffice.

Cancelallmymeetingsfortoday

Vero:YesSir

Ihungup..

Me:Guyscomeonyou'llbelateforschool

Iputthescrambledeggsintheirplates.Ilookedat



theclockonthewall,Itwas6am.

Itwasstilldarkoutsidebecauseitwasraining...

NOMVULA

Iremembersleepingonthecouch,Howwegotin

bed.Idon'tknow,ButwhenIopenedmyeyeswe

wereinbedanditwasraining.Skwassleeping

behindme,AndIwaswokenupbybeinghorny.I

don'tunderstandhow,BecauseIwasverysorebutI

washorny.Maybethat'sbecauseIhaven'thad

suchgoodsexinawhile,Havesomeonefuckme

likethat..

Hehadhishandoverme,Holdingmetighttohim.I

sleptinhisarms,Hisbigstrongarms.Ifeltasense

ofsafetyandprotection



Iloweredmyhandandmovedittohisdick.Iplayed

aroundwithitandhegotanerection...

Sk:It'searlyinthemorning

Saidthatwithhisdeepsleepyvoice..

Me:So?

Sk:It'sstillearlytobesexualharassingme

Me:Aghplease(Laughing)

Hemovedhishanddowntomythigh..Kissedmeat

thebackofmyneck..

Sk:Thoughtyoubeinpain



Me:IambutI'malsoveryhorny

Sk:Justlazysex?

Me:Justlazysexuntilwecome

Heliftedmylegupalittle..

Sk:Putitin

Igrabbedit,Andslowlydirectedhiminside..

Me:Ahhhhh..

Istopped..



Me:It'ssosore

Sk:Trustme,Youdon'twantmetohelpyou

Me:Justalittle,OrIwon'tbeabletoo

Sk:Youwantmebutyouscared

Me:JustalittleDaddy..Please

Heslowlypushedin,Iheardhisbreathingpicking

up..

Sk:Arewestillokay?

Me:Westillokay



Hepumpedhiswayin,Untilhewasfullyinside..

Sk:Stillpainful?

Me:Yaaaaa

Sk:Askieskebutyoutheonewhowantsit

AshecontinuedIwetmyfingersandrubbedmyclit,

SecondsintoitandwhenIstartedtogetwet.Itgot

better,Thepainsiezedandpleasureincreased..

.
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NOMVULA

Iwokeuplateron,Itwasstillraining.Idon'tthink

therainwillstop.Iwasstilltiredandstillinpain.Sk

wasn'tlayingnexttome.Iwenttobrushmyteeth,

andwashedmyface.Ihadtoiletriesinmyovernight

bag.Iwasjusttoolazytobath.Iworeoneofhis

shirts,Andwenttothekitchen..

Hewasalldressedupforwork,Preparing

breakfast..

Me:Goodmorning

Helookedatme..

Sk:MaJele



Me:Yougoingtowork?

Sk:Unfortunately

Heopenedthechairforme,Iwentandsatdown..

Sk:Imadeyoubreakfast

Me:Thankyou

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Sk:Here

Hegavemeasmallbox..



Me:Younotproposingareyou?

Sk:No..Openit

Iopenedit,Itwasakey..

Sk:It'smyspare,Youcanuseit

Me:Sk..

Sk:It'sokayIdon'twantyousneakingandoutasif

likeyouathief

Me:I..Areyousure?

Sk:Iam



Hesatnexttome,PutmylegsonhimsoIcanbe

comfortable..

Me:Ialsohavetogo,Thelawyerwillbeatmy

houseinnotime

Sk:Goodluckwiththat

Me:Yeah..I'mgoingtoneedit

AFRO

Iwenttoopen,ItwasShantel..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Shewalkedin..



Shantel:I'vebeencallingandtexting

Me:Iknow.Isaw

Shantel:So?

Me:Youcan'tbehere..Thisismykidshomeand

mywife'shousetoo

Shantel:Youleftmenochoice,Ievencalledthe

officeandyouweren'tthere.Theytoldmeyou

takingthedayoff

Me:SeriouslyShantel,Youshouldn'tbehere

Shantel:Madamisatwork?Right?



Me:Youneedtoleave..Nowit'snotagoodtime

Shantel:I'mnotgoinganywhere!

Shesatdown...

NOMAKHOSI

Theyputmoneyinmytill..

Boss:operatingthemachineiseasy,Ishowedyou

Me:YesSir

Hewalkedaway..Ilookedatthemoneyinthetill,

Temptedtotakeafew.Ilookedaroundandthen

closedthetill..



Itookadeepbreath..

Me:Godhelpme

Thesecurityopenedthedoor,Customerswhowere

standingoutsidecamein.It'sasupermarket,Also

sellsinbulkforthosewithsmallbusinesses..

NOMVULA

WhenSkleft,Ilefttoo.Iwaswearinghissweat

pants,Theywerecomfortablebecausetheywerea

bitbaggy..

Idrovehomeallyawningandwhatnot.Iwannaget

there,Drinkcoffee,Andthenwaitforthelawyer..



Iwasn'tpreparedtobewelcomedinmyhouse,With

Shantelsittingatthecountereatingbreakfast.Afro

wasstandingontheotherside..

Me:Yougottabekiddingme

Shantelturned..

Me:ReallyAfro?Inmyhouse?Suchdisrespect

Shantel:Wooooow!!I'mnotanexpertinclothesbut

thatattireisaman'sattire

Shantelturnedandlookedathim..

Shantel:She'sgettingitsomewhereelse?Whatare

youguysdoing?Whydon'tyoujustdivorce

becauseclearlyyoubothhavemovedon?



Me:WhenIcomebackdownstairspleaseIwanther

gone

Afro:Shantelpleaseleave

Shantel:Don'tworryaboutme,Iam

Shetookherbag..

Islowlyapproachedthestaircase,AsIwalkedup

thestairs.Iwouldstophalfwayandtakeabreather..

Shantel:Damntheyreallyateyouupwiththatwalk?

Thewholenight?

Afro:Isaidleave!!!!



SKNDLOVU

Iwalkedintothestationholdingacupofcoffee..

Cap:I'mgladyouhere

Me:What'swrong?

Cap:Yourteamhassomeinformation,Apossible

leadonSergio.Theygoingtoneedyou

Me:Finally!

Cap:GettoitAgent

Iwalkedtoourdepartment.Theteamwasalready

sittingaroundthetable..



Me:Talktome,Whatdowehave?

NOMVULA

Hewalkedintothebedroomandclosedthedoor..

Me:Youreallyarepredictable

Hekeptquiet.Hestoodthereandlookedatme..

Me:Youbroughtherhere?Inmyhouse?Didyou

sleepwithherinmybed?Mykidsjustacrossthe

room

Afro:Shantelcamethismorning



Me:I'msupposedtobelievethat?

Afro:She'sonherperiods

Me:Ireallydon'tcare,Ijustdon'twantherinmy

housethat'sall!Idon'tcarewhereyoutwohookup,

Butnotinmyhouse

Afro:Soyoudidsleepwithhim?

Ikeptquiet..

Afro:Youknowwhathesaidtome?"ThedayIfuck

yourwife.Youwillnotice"

Me:I'mnotinthemoodAfro,Weseparated.You

cheated,Ididn't.Imovedon



Hetookoffhisglassesandsatonthebed..

Afro:Wasitnice?Didyouenjoyhim?Didyoueven

useprotection?

Me:Yes..Yes..No

Hewipedhiseyes..

Afro:Outofeverythingthatyoucouldhurtmewith,

Yououtdidyourselfhere

Me:HowdoyouthinkIfelt?HowdoyouthinkIfelt

whenyourgirlfriendtoldmethatyoufuckedher

againsthercarintheparkinglot

Henoddedrepeatedly..



Afro:Youcan'tevenseethepainI'mfeelingright

now

Me:Honestly..Idon'tcare

Iwalkedtothebathroom..

SKNDLOVU

Kacee:Dowebringhimin?

Me:ThisFezileDubazanaissuspectedofdealing

drugswithSergio.Hehaslongsinceputdownhis

pilotlicense.Ifwebringhim,Webringinghim

exactlyonwhat?

Kacee:Interrogation



Me:Ifwedothis,Weneedtodothisperfectly.We

onlyhaveonechancetodoit,Andweneedtodoit

right.ThisFezile,Weneedhimasawitnessagainst

SergioandIdon'tthinkhe'sgoingtojustagree

Kacee:Okaysowhatdowedo?

Itookoffmyjacket..

Me:Putyourbulletproofvestson,Gunsintactand

getmeKing

Kacee:YesSir

NOMAKHOSI

Igaveherbackthechange..



Customer:Thankyou

Beforeclosingthedrawer,ItookoutR50andputit

aside..

Anothercustomerwalkedintopay,Thequeuegot

longer..

NOMVULA

Islowlygotintothebathtub.Ihadpouredinmy

bathingsalts..

Me:Awww(softly)

AsIsatdownonthebathtub,Thesorenessgot

intense..



Me:FuckSk..Youreallydidanumberonme

Irolledatowel,Butitonthebacktorestmyhead..

Imovedmyhandtomycochie,Fromtheentranceit

wassorewhenItouchedit..

Itriedtoattainacomfortableposition,Itwas

painful..

Me:Ouchhhh

IthennoticedAfrostandingbythedoor..

Me:Thisreallyhastostop

Hewalkeduptome,Kneltbeforethebathtub.His

eyeswereredandwet..



Withoutanyhesitation,Heputhishandaroundmy

throatandpulleddownintothewater,Literally

drowningme..

.
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ItriedcallingMaJelebutshewasn'tpickingup.

Thisraisesnothingbutconcern,Becauseshe'sstill

livingwiththatbastard.Mendon'ttaketookindlyon

theirwomengettingfuckedbyanotherMan..

AsweweresettogotoFezile,IpulledKaceeonthe



side..

Me:Sinceweallnotgoingtothefield,Ihavean

assignmentforyou

Kacee:Yes?

Me:Ineedyoutogotothisaddress,Askfor

NomvulaJele.PossiblecaseofGBV

Kacee:Isn'tthatforICD?

Me:I'mmakingityourassignment,She'simportant

tome

Kacee:FineI'llgocheckitout

Me:She'shurtyoushootthebastard,Youbringhim



in.Shelooksscared,Youbringhimin.There's

nothingIhatelikeamanwhobeatsawoman

Kacee:YesSir

Me:Hurry

NOMVULA

Hepulledmeout.Icoughedwhilsttryingtocatch

mybreath.Iwipedmyfacewithmyhands..He

walkedovertogetatowel,Iwasscared..Hegot

backtome..

Afro:Getout

Islowlygotoutcrying.HewalkeduptomeandI

movedback.Heopenedthetowel.



Afro:Comehere

Iwalkedovertohim,Hewrappedthetowelaround

mynakedbody.Iwipedmytears..

Afro:Iwasn'tgoingtoloseit,UntilIheardyouin

pain.Meaningyoureallydidlethimeatyouup

Heranhishandunderthetowel,Thenslippeditin

betweenmylegs.Ifelthisfingergoinginsideofme..

Me:Ahhhh!!!!

Afro:HowmanyshouldIputin?2?3?4?

Hepusheditindeeper,Igrabbedhisarm..



Me:Afrongiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Afro:YouswollenNomvula

Me:Askies

There'snothingIwasgoingtosaythatwasgoingto

makesense,AllIcoulddowastoneautealizethe

situationandhisangerbytakingtheblame..

Afro:I'venevercausedyouthismuch

Me:Pleasetakeyourfingeroutandwetalkabout

this

Afro:Talkaboutwhatexactly?

Imovedmyhandfromhisarmtohischeek..



Me:Please..

Heremovedhisfingerinsideofme,Thenplaced

bothhandsonmywaist..

Afro:Whyareyoudoingthistome?Doyouknow

howmuchIloveyou?

Me:Youhurtmetoo(crying)

Afro:Youdidn'tevenlethimuseacondom?Doyou

lovehim?

Imovedmyhandfromhischeekandplacediton

hischest..

Me:Ijustwantedtohurtyouthesamewaythatyou



hurtme,Iwantedyoutoknowhowitfeels

Afro:IloveyouMakaLanga

Me:Iknow

Afro:Iloveyou

HekissedmeandIjustfroze..Iwasn'tfeelingthe

samefeelingsthatIdideachtimewhenhekissed

me.Atthebackofmyhead,AllIcouldthinkabout

ashekissedmewasSk.Ididn'twannadothiswith

him.Ididn'twannahavesexwithAfro..

SKNDLOVU

IcalledKaceeasIwasinthecar..



Kacee:Yeah?

Me:Howfarareyou?

Kacee:I'mintheelevator,Goingup

Me:Don'tleaveuntilyoumakesurethatshe'ssafe

Kacee:Noted

NOMVULA

Wecontinuedkissing..

Afro:Iwantyouback,Iwantmywifeback.We

forgetaboutthiswholethingandwestartafresh



Hekissedmeonmyneck..

Weheardthemonitorgoingoff..

Me:Itcouldbethelawyer

Helookedatme..

Me:Wesupposedtomeetup,Shewon'tleave.I'llgo

checkandreschedule

Afro:Okay

Irushedoutofthebedroom,Foramoment

forgettingaboutmypain.AllIwantedwastogetto

thedoor.Idid,IopenedandsawAguydressedlike

Sk..



Him:MynameisKaceeandI...

WhenIheardAfrocallingout,Comingdownstairs..

Afro:Isither?

IhuggedKacee..

Me:Pleasedon'tleavemeherewithhim

Kacee:Gotyou

SKNDLOVU

Hewasinhisoffice..

Me:MrFezileDubazana?



Fez:Yes?

Me:AgentNdlovu

Iextendedmyhandtohimforahandshake.

Fez:Okay?

Me:DEA

Heretractedhishandback..

Me:I'vegotacoupleofquestionsforyou

Fez:What'sthisabout?



Me:Sergio

Fez:Ihavenothingtosay

Me:Yesyoudo

Hegotupfromhischair...

IturnedandlookedatChauke..

Me:Hegettingupfromhischairlikehe'stryingto

seemeinthestreets

Chaukechuckled..

IturnedbacktoFez..



Me:Sitdown

Fez:Thisismyoffice

Me:Ifyounottryingtoseemeoutonthestreets,Sit

down

Hesatdown..

Me:Wewantyoutotestifyagainsthim,Inexchange

foryourfreedom.Wecanandwewillprotectyou.

We'velongbeentryingtobringhimin,Andwith

yourtestimony.Wemighthaveastrongcase.You

don'tagree,I'mbringingyouin

NOMVULA

Kaceecuffedhim..



Kacee:I'marrestingyoufortheattemptedmurder

ofMrsNomvulaJeleDubazana

Afro:Attemptedmurder?

Kacee:Youdidtrytokillherbydrowning

Afro:HowistheDEAinvolvedinthisagain?

Kacee:I'mtheofficerofthelaw,AndIamarresting

you

Heledhimouttothedoor..

Kacee:Youokay?



Inodded..

Afro:Soherboyfriendsentyououttoarrestme?I'd

liketoseehowthatisgoingtopinoutincourt

Kacee:Youhavetherighttoremainsilent,Anything

yousaywillandcanbeusedagainstyouinthe

courtoflaw..

IwatchedhimasKaceeledhimoutofthedoorin

cuffs..

.
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Me:Youreallyarefixatedongoingtojailjustto

protectthisguy?Throwawayeverythingthatyou've

workedhardfor?

Myphonevibratedinmypocket,Itookitoutand

checked.ItwasKacee..

Me:I'llbeback,Igottatakethis

Iwalkedoutandwentoutsidetoanswer..

Me:Talktome

Kacee:Igothim

Me:Whathappened?



Kacee:Shesaidshewasdrowningher,Didfindher

wet.Scaredandshaking

Me:ThankyouKacee,Ioweyouone

Kacee:Youdoknowwecan'tarresthimright?Not

untilsheopensacaseagainsthim.Hecantalk

himselfoutofthisone

Me:Whosaidanythingaboutanarrest?Ijust

wannatalktohiminmyterritory

Kacee:Couldn'tyoujustfindotherwaystotalkto

him?

Me:Thatwillhavemegototheirplace,AndIdon't

wanthertoseemeactingoutofviolenceifit

comestothat,Ineverwanthertoseemeinthat

state.She'sbeenthroughenoughtraumaalready



Kacee:Fine..I'llseeyouwhenhere

Me:Aytcool

Iwalkedinagain,ItwasnowInoticedthefamily

pictureonthewall.Him,Afro,AndIthinktheir

Parentstoo.Iwalkeduptoitandcheckeditout..

Me:IsthisyourBrother?

Fez:Yeah..Whatisittoyou?

Me:Nothing..Justthinkaboutit,Thinkaboutthis

andmakeadecision

IlookedatChauke..



Me:Let'sgo

Chauke:We'llbeintouch

NOMVULA

Me:Isthatall?

Lawyer:Yes,Justthecourtprocessleft.It'sagood

thingyoudidn'tmarryhiminCop,Unlesshislawyer

wannaactfreshonus

Me:Ijustwannabefreefromthismanthat'sall

Lawyer:Areyousurethatyouokay?

Me:I'mgood



AcallfromSkcamethrough..

Me:Ihavetotakethis

Lawyer:I'llseemyselfout

Me:Love

Sk:Didhehurtyou?Apartfromtryingtodrownyou

didhehurtyou?Ortriedtoforcehimselfonyou?

Me:No..Hedidn't,IfKaceedidn'tcomeintimeI

don'tevenknowwhatwasgoingtohappen.Thank

you

Sk:Whenyouweren'tpickingup,Ijustfiguredhe

hadcorneredyou.That'swhenIsentKacee



Me:Iwannaberidofthisman,Idon'twannalivein

fearconstantly.Idon'twantmykidstowitness

abuse..IfIhadanydoubtsaboutleavinghim,This

justgavememorereasontoleavehim

Sk:I'msorrythatyouwentthroughthatNana,AndI

swearifheputyouthroughmorethanwhatheput

youthrough.Iwasgoingtokillhim

Me:ThankGodyoudidn't,Andhedidn't.Can'ttake

yougoingtojail

Sk:Aslongasthere'sbreathinmybody,I'llnever

letyougothroughsomethinglikethiseveragain

norwillIeverputyouthroughsomethinglikethis

Me:Howdidyoucomeintomylifeagain?



Sk:Let'ssee..YouweredrunkandyouthoughtI

wasacreep

Ilaughed..

Me:Youdidcomeacrossasacreep

Sk:Thenthankyouforgivingthiscreepachance

Me:WasthebestdecisionImade

Sk:Letmegetbacktowork,I'llcheckuponyou

lateragain

Me:Okay

Sk:Ngigcwelengawe(Iloveyou)



Me:Toosoon(laughing)

Sk:Idon'tneedtowaitwhat?6monthstotellyou

howIfeelaboutyou

Me:IthinkIloveyoutoo

Sk:Callyoulater,Rest

Me:GonnabehardbutI'lltry

Sk:He'snotgoingtohurtyouagain,Ipromiseyou

Me:Okaybye..

Sk:Byebaby



SKNDLOVU

Chauke:Youdidn'ttellmethatyougotawoman

Me:Idon'tkissandtell,Nexttimeputonearphones

whenoneisonthephone

Chauke:Whenarewemeetingher?

Me:Youalreadyknowher

Chauke:Youdidn'tfixitwiththeexwifedidyou?

Me:No..It's..

Iclearedmythroat..



Me:NomvulaJeletheCEO

Chauke:Themultimillionaire?

Me:Yeah

Chauke:Isn'tshemarried?

Me:Goingthroughadivorce

Chauke:Herandherhusbandwereapowercouple

Me:He'sshit..Anabusive,Lying,Andcheating

bastard

Chauke:Damn



Me:IfIwasontheothersideofthelaw,Iwould've

longtakencareofhim

NOMAKHOSI

Iwenttobuyslabchips,Bunsandacooldrinkwith

themoneyIhadstolen....

Iateoutsidefishandchips.Thefoodwasn'tgoing

downwell,Istolethismoney.AtotalofR150,What

ifIgetcaughtbytheendoftheday?What'sgoing

tohappen?.Idon'tknowwhyIdidthat,Idon'tknow

whyIstolethemoney..

SKNDLOVU

WegottothepolicestationandIhadhimbrought

outoftheholdingcelltotheinterrogationroom..



Afro:Iknewit

Iwasstaringattheglass,Theoneweusetocheck

outhowtheinterrogationisgoing.Ican'tseewhat's

ontheotherside..AllIcouldseewashisreflection..

Afro:Icouldfileachargeofharassmentagainst

you

Me:Youdrownedher

Afro:No.Mywifewasbathinginthemorning,We

wereabouttohavesexwhenyourpalcameinand

arrestedme

IbitmytongueinFustration..



Me:Youneedtostayawayfromher,She's

divorcingyouandmovingon

Afro:Youdon'tknowwhat'sgoingonbetweenme

andmywife

Me:Fezileyourbrotherthepilot?Orformerpilot.He

usedtotransportdrugsforadrugdealerthatwe

after

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:He'slookingat25years,Andyouontheother

sidemaybe15years.Bothboysgotojail,Mommy

getsaheartattackthatbothhersonsareshittyand

shefollowsherhusband

Afro:What?



Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Youaregoingtobeescortedhomebya

colleague,Gatheryourshitanddon'tlookback

Afro:Ithoughtyou'ddothehonoursofactually

helpingmepack

Me:YouinherebecauseI'mprotectingyoufrom

me.OutsideIcandofarworse,And..

Igotreallyclosetohim..

Me:ThedifferencebetweenyouandI,Isthatyou

areputtingherthroughviolence.I'mprotectingher

fromtheviolence.So..Gohome,Cutyourlosses.

Getyourthingsandleave,Thiswasthelastdaythat

youputmywomanthroughthat

.
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AfrowasescortedbacktothehousebytwoPolice

Officers.ItwasdowntoeitherhimorI,Movingout.

Ihavetwokids,Mymovingoutwasnotanoption.

Skhadtextedmethatformysafetythere'sgoingto

besecurity..Iwatchedhimpackuphisthings,He

seemedmorecalmerthanearlier..

Afro:IamsorryforwhatIdidtoyouthismorning.I

amsorryabouteverythingthatI'veputyouthrough,

Itwasn'trightandIshouldn'thave.Imighthavelost

mywife,ButIwillrespectyouasthemotherofmy

kids.Weboughtthisplacetogether,Youshippedin



more.Forthatreason,Andthekids.Youdeserve

thehouse

Heplacedthekeysonthekitchencounter..

Afro:GoodbyeRain,Ihopewebothgonnafindour

individualhealing.I'llcallyouinsteadofcoming

herewithregardstothekidsandhowwegoingto

workthatout.Ihopehewillmakeyoumorehappier

thanIeverdid.Ijustwantyoutobehappy,Istilldo

loveyou

Iwatchedhimleave.Himleavingconfirmedthe

endingofourmarriage,We'vebeentogetherfor

years.Wentthroughalottobewherewearenow.

ThiswasalossIneverexpected,NorthatIwas

preparedfor.Feltlikeaweightliftedoffmy

shoulders,ThelossIfeltittoo....

NOMAKHOSI



Boss:Pleasecomethisside

Itooktheclosedsignandplaceditonmytill.I

stoodupfromthechairandfollowedhimtothe

back.Hewaswiththeothers..

Boss:Lookatthat

Surveillancetapeofmystealing..

Me:Uhm..

Boss:YoustoleatotalofR150,Iwantyoutopay

backorelseI'mgoingtolockyouupinhere

Thesecurityguardcamewithcuffs,Hecuffedme

tothecornerlegofthetable.Ihadtositdown



becausebendingwasgoingtoputastrainonmy

back..

Me:I'msorry..IhavekidsandIneededmoney

Boss:Thinkofhowyougoingtopayback

Thiswasanightmare..

AFRO

IcalledFeziwhenIwasinthecar..

Fez:Poi

Me:Youdealdrugs?



Fez:Excuseme?

Me:SkNdlovutoldme

Fez:Wait...What?Youfriendswithhim?

Me:He'sdatingNomvula,Hehadmearrested

Fez:Arr..Whatdidyoudo?Don'ttellmethatyou

beatherupagain?

Iexhaled..

Fez:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?AcaseofGBV

willcrippleyou!You'llbedone,Loseclientsand

closedownyourcompany.Getittogether,Nomvula

isnottheonlywomanoutthere.Ifyouloseitall,Do

youreallywannabebrokeandcoparentingwith



yourbabyMamawhoisnotamillionairebuta

multimillionaire?

Me:Iknow..Iscrewedup

Fez:Youdidmorethanjustscrewingup

Me:Ifixedit..Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouwere

dealingdrugs?Thisguyknowswerelated.Hehates

mygutsandhe'sgoingtomakesurethatheburies

us

Fez:It'salongstory

Me:Longstorymyfoot,DidyouthinkaboutMom?

Shelostherhusband.Youreallywanthertoloseus?

Fez:I'llfixitokay?Juststayinyourlanetoo!



Imaginetheembarrassment,Theheadlines..You

havekidsforcryingoutloud.Ifyoucan'tdoitfor

yourself,Doitforthem

NOMVULA

Forthefirsttimeinaverylongtime,Ifoundmyself

kneelingdownandprayinginmybedroom..

Me:LordI'mconfused.Ijustlostmymarriage,A

manthatIthoughtIwasgoingtospendtherestof

mylifewith.ThencomesalongSk,Heseemslike

myredemption.Ijustdon'twannadothisagainfor

the3rdtime.Jabu,Afro,Sk..Idon'twantittobea

pattern,Atoxiccycle.IfSkisnotheretoshowme

thecompletebeautifulsideoflove,I'dratherlose

himnowthanlateron.Alsohelpmeheal

completelysothatifhe'stheone,Idon'tbleedon

himtoo.Amen..



SKNDLOVU

Iwalkedtothereception.Myheavilypregnantex

wifeAmandawasstandingtherewithourDaughter,

Sethu..

Sethuhadacastonherarm,Itlookedfresh..

Sethu:Daddy

Sheranuptome,Icarefullypickedherup.

Me:Whathappenedhere?

Sethu:Ifellinpreschool

Me:Youfellinpreschool?



Sethu:Intheplayground

Me:Thatmust'vehurt

Amanda:Sk

Me:Mandy

Amanda:Ineedtotalktoyou,It'simportant

Me:Okay

Amanda:WemovingtoWesternCape

Me:YounottakingmydaughtertowesternCape



Amanda:No..Iamnot,It'sjustme.Harveyandour

unbornbaby

Me:Isee

Amanda:She'llvisitusfromtimetotime

Me:Whenareyouguysleaving?

Amanda:Tomorrow

Me:Tomorrow?That'sshortnotice

Amanda:Itis,SoIneedyoutofetchhertonight.I'll

packherthings

IlookedatSethu..



Me:Doyouwannastaywithme?

Sethu:Yes!!

Me:Okay..I'llfetchyoutonightokay?

Sethu:Okay

Me:Givemeakiss

Shekissedme..

Me:I'llseeyoulaterokay?

Sethu:Okay



Me:Iloveyouangel

Sethu:Iloveyoutoo

Iputherdown..

Me:I'llfetchherlater

Amanda:Okay

Iwalkedthemtotheircar...

NOMVULA

Ilookedatthetime,Itwastimetofetchthekids

fromschool.Itookmyphoneandcarkeys.

Breakingitofftothekids,I'mnotsurehowI'm

goingtobreakitdowntothem..



Alandlinecallcamethrough..

Me:Hello

Khosi:OhhmyGoodnessthankyouforpickingup

Me:Khosi?

Khosi:Ineedyourhelp

Me:Whathelp?

Khosi:Iscrewedup,IneedatleastR200

Me:Uhmokay..I'llsendyouR500inyouraccount



Khosi:ThankyousomuchSis

Me:I'llsenditnow

Khosi:Okaythankyou

Ihungupthentransferred...

SHANTEL

Iopenedthedoor,Hehadhisluggagebagwithhim..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Comein

Hewalkedinpullingit..



Afro:I'vefinallylefther

Me:It'sabouttime

Afro:Yes..Iwantustowork,I'mheretomakeit

work

Me:Iwantustoworktoo

Iwentandtooktheluggagebagtothebedroom..

.
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[AMONTHLATER]

IwasinthekitchenwaitingforthebeefWellington

intheoven.EversinceAfroanddivorcedofficially,

Thenewsbrokeout.Wascoveredbyanynews

outletIknow.OntheInternettoo.Istayedaway

fromreadingmuchcommentsbecausealotofMen,

Weresayingreallyhurtfulthings.Like"Obviously

thesewomenwhentheymakeit,theystarttoact

different",Whilstalotofwomenwereinsupportof

me.Soourdivorcewasabattleofbothgenders.As

iflikethatwasn'tenough,Afromadenewstoo.He

engagedShantel,Aboutaweekago

Wehaveabetterrelationshipnowasco-parents,

ButthepersonwhofeltitthehardestwasLanga.

Heevengotintoafightatschoolbecauseof

everythingthatwassaidaboutme."Themostsort

afterStockbrokerdivorcedhismultimillionaireCEO



wifetoengageateacher".Exceptforthatdrama,

Lifehasbeenprettygood.SkandIwearegood,We

haveabeautifulrelationshipandhe'shelpedmea

lotthroughmyhealingprocess...

Todayforthefirsttimeever,He'llbevisitingwith

hisDaughterforthewholeweekend.I'vemetSethu

already,WhenIgotovisitthemsonowitwastime

theycomevisitus.Sohecouldmeetmykids..

Langawasnotaround.Hegotsuspendedaweek

beforetheywentonrecess,Sohe'llbegoingback

toschoolwhenschoolsreopen.It'stheirlongest

recess,Winterrecess.He'sgoneonabasketball

retreatwithhisteam,He'llbebackMondaymorning.

He'stheonlyonethatI'mnervousabout,Himand

Skmeeting.IknowNaomiisfreespiritedsoshe'll

adapt...

Naomi:Mom..Thedoor!



IwassodeepintoreadingaboutAfro's

engagement..

Me:Ohwyes,AndtheWellingtonisdonetoo

Iwenttoopen,ItwasSkandSethu..

Me:Ididn'tevenhearthedoor

Theymadetheirwayin,Withtheirbags..

Me:Welcomeguys,We'vebeenwaiting

Sk:Wow..Yourhouseisbeautiful

Iclosedthedoor..



Me:Thankyou

Sethu:HiAuntyRain

Shecametogivemeahug..

Me:Hibaby

Naomicametous..

Me:Yomi,Iwantyoutomeetsomeone

Iwenttoher..

Me:ThisisUncleSk,AndthatishisDaughterSethu



Ilookedatthem..

Me:ThisismyDaughterNaomi

Skcrouchedtoherlevel..

Sk:Ididn'tknowthatyoulookedlikeaprincess,

MayI?

Hetookherhandandkissedthebackofit..

Sk:It'ssuchanhonourformetomeetaPrincess

Naomismiled..

Sk:ThisismyDaughterSethu,She'sanIce

princessandsheisthesameageasyou.Doyou

thinkyouguyscanbefriends?



Naominodded..

Sethu:Thenwecanpaintmycast

Naomilookedatit..

Naomi:Howdidyougetthat?

Sethu:Ibrokemyarm

Naomi:MommycanIgetonetoo?

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Sethu:Wecancolourmine,SeethisoneIdrewit.

Theblueiceprincess,Doyouwannadrawonittoo



Naomi:Yesplease

Me:Thenyouguyscangoupstairsandcolourit,In

Naomi'sroom.I'llcallyouwhendinnerisready

Theyranupstairs..

Sk:Norunning..There'snoroomformorecasts

Sethu:Sorry

Skgotbackup..

Sk:Thatwentwell

Me:Ohwthatoneisfreespirited,There'sonethat's



16.Kindahardheadedhereandthere

Sk:Iunderstandhim

Hepulledmetohimforakiss..

Sk:I'dalsohaveaproblemifmyMotherwasthis

beautifulandanothermancomesintoherlife

Me:We'llseehowyoutooaregoingtogetalong

Sk:We'llseeindeed

Hekissedmewhilstgrabbingmyass..

AFRO



Iknockedagain..

Shantel:I'msonervous

Ikissedheronhercheekwhilstholdingherhand..

Me:Theygoingtoloveyou

MyMomopenedthedoor..

Me:Mom

Mom:HiBaby..Pleasecomein

Wewalkedin.Shantelwasmeetingmyfamilyfor

thefirsttime..



Mom:Welcome,We'vebeenwaitingforyouguys

Me:Wegotdelayedbysomeonebecauseshewas

busywithherhair

Shantelhitmeontheshoulder..

Shantel:Stop

Mom:YoumustbeShantel?

Shantel:Yes

Mom:Finally..Hebringsyou

Theyhugged..



Mom:I'mPatricia,YoucancallmePat

Me:LovelytomeetyouMsPat

Fez:Hi..I'mFez,HisolderBrother

Shantel:Shantel

Theyexchangedahug..

Fez:Thisismyboyfriend..Blondie

Shantellookedathim..

Fez:I'mgay

Blondie:Hisweetie



Shantel:Hi..Lovelytomeetyou

Theyhuggedkissingeachotheronthecheeks

Shantel:Whydotheycallyou"Blondie"

Blondie:Thewigsweetie,Thewig

Mom:Okaythen..Let'sgoandeat,Foodisready

MBALI&COLT

Colt:Areyouokay?

Me:Abitnervous



Thedooropened.Hestoodthereandlookedatus..

Sergio:Son

Colt:Dad

Wewalkedin..Coltdraggedourluggagebag..

Sergio:Iwasbeginningtothinkthatyoutwoweren't

cominganymore

Colt'sparentsdivorcedwhenhewasyoung,His

momre-married.HisMomandStepDadarewithus

inCapeTown,WhilsthisbiologicalDadSergiolives

hereinGauteng.Iknowhimfromvideocalls,Was

myfirsttimemeetinghiminPerson..

Itwasschoolrecess,Sowe'llbethissidevisiting



family.We'llbestayinghereinhisfather'shouse.

It'sabigandbeautifulhouse,Hedidtellmethathis

fatherisrich.

Sergio:Flower..Lookatyou,Youlookmore

beautifulinPerson

Me:MrSergio,It'snicetofinallynicetomeetyou

Heplacedhishandsonmyshouldersandkissed

meonmycheek..

Sergio:I'msogladyoudraggedhimtocomethis

side,Hedoesn'tvisitmuch

Me:Thankyouforaccommodatingus

Sergio:Pleasethisishome



Colt:Laura

Laura:HiColt

Colt:ThisismyFather'sgirlfriend,AndLaurathisis

myfiancéMbali(flower)

Ilookedather,Sergiolooksold.Maybelate50s.

Girlfriend?ShelooksyoungandI'mprettysure

she'sdefinitelyinitforthemoney..

Laura:Thissideplease

Sheusheredustothedinningtable..

Me:Yourhouseisbeautiful



Sergio:3million

Me:Wow

Coltopenedthechairforme,Isatdown..

Sergio:Whatexactlybringsyouheretooursmall

province?

Me:IwantColttomeetmyAuntandalsoIwanna

seemyDad.He'sinahome,Hehasdementia

Sergio:I'msorrytohearthat

Colt:Hewasoneofthebestsurgeons

Sergio:Lifecanbecruel



Colt:ButguesswhoherAuntis?

Sergio:Who?

Colt:Nomvula..ThemultinationaireCEO

Sergio:OhwyestheTobaccolady?

Colt:Yes

Sergio:Wow..NowIknowyounotaftermySon's

money

Wealllaughed..

Sergio:Ireadsherecentlygotdivorced?



Me:Yes

Sergio:IfyouneedanUncle,Iamavailable

Laura:Sergio!

Sergio:I'monlykiddingDarling

Me:Wellunfortunatelysheisseeingsomeone.Sk

Ndlovu,ADEA

Theroomwentquiet.Sergiowaspouringwhiskey,

Hestoppedhalfway.Coltclearedhisthroat..

Colt:Uhm..Cupcakeyounevertoldmethatyour

AuntwasseeingaDEA



Me:Ididn'tthinkitwasaproblemnorabigdeal

Sergio:Ofcourseit'snot,JustthatmySonwanted

tobeaDEAonceuponatime

Me:OhwIdidn'tknowthat

Sergio:Wasalongtimeago

Colt:IthoughtShantelwasgoingtobehereto

welcomeus

Sergio:Shesaidshe'smeetingherfiancé'sparents,

Somethinglikethat

Colt:Shantelismycousin,Herfatherandmyfather

arebrothers



Sergio:Bloodbrothers

Laura:Let'seatsoIcanshowyouguyswhereyou

goingtosleep

.
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Wehadadeliciousdinner,Iwassohappytoseethe

girlsgettingalong.Theyclickedperfectly,Like

they'veknowneachotherforawhile..Afterdinner,I

helpedthembathwhilstSkclearedthetableand

loadedthedirtydishesinthedishwasher.After

puttingtheminbed,IwentdowntoSk..Hewas

standingatthecounterglancingdownonafile...



Me:Areweworking?

Heclosedthefile..

Me:It'saFriday,Startoftheweekendandwehave

agreedtoseparateworkfromourpersonallives

Iwalkeduptohim..Heheldme..

Me:What'swrong?

Sk:Nothingimportant

Ilookedathim..

Sk:Iamadrugenforcementagent



Me:Iknowthat

Sk:Ibustdrugdealers,Nomatterhowpowerfulor

wellconnected

Me:Iknowthattoo

Sk:There'sthisoneSergio.I'vebeentailinghimfor

yearsnowandIhaven'tgottenhimyet

Me:Why?

Sk:He'sabitmoreskilledandwellconnectedthanI

thought

Me:I'msorry..Ifthere'sanyonewhocantailhim,

It'syou



Hekissedme..

Sk:Youthinkso?

Me:Iknowso

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthecounter...

Sk:Youreallythinkso?

Heopenedmylegsandstoodinbetweenthem..

Me:Ithinkso

COLT(MBALI'SFIANCÉ)



Ipickedboththeglassesandwalkedtohandhim

overhis.Wewereinhisstudy.

Me:Here..

Dad:Thankyou

Isatdown..

Me:Ididn'tknowthatherAuntisseeingaguythat

hasbeenmeaningtobringyoudownforallthese

years

Dad:Doessheknowthatyourfatherisdrugdealer?

Thebestandpowerful?

Me:No



Dad:NowIknowwhyyoudidn'tknowthatherAunt

isseeingmyswornenemy

Me:Lookitdoesn'tmatter.Thisthingbetweenyou

andSkhasbeengoingon,Goingonwaylonger

thanMbaliandImet.Soithasnothingtodowithus,

And...Ifyoudoanythingtosabotageus,Iwillnever

forgiveyou.Rememberourrelationshipwasn't

alwaysthebest

Dad:Iwon'tsabotage,Butthiscouldworkinmy

favour

Me:Younotgoingtousehereitherinthisbattle

betweenyouandSk

Dad:Youdorealizethatthisgirlcanalsobemy

downfall?



Me:Idon'tcare..I'mgoingtobed

Dad:GoodnightSon

AFRO

Shantel:Yourfamilyissweet.YourMomissweet

Me:Sheis

Shantel:OhwIforgottotellyou,MycousinColtis

aroundwithherfiancéandtomorrowmorningthey

wannameetupwithusforbreakfast.It'sbeena

whilesinceIlastsawhim

Me:TheoneinCapeTown?

Shantel:Yes..Youdon'thaveatherapysession



tomorrowright?

Me:Idon't

Shantel:I'lltextthemtocomeoverthen

Me:Didyoudothepregnancytest?

Shantel:Negative,ButIhaveasuggestion

Me:What?

Shedroppedhergown..

Shantel:Wecantryagain

Iwalkeduptoherandpickedherupthenwewent



tothebedroom...

NOMVULA

ThenextmorningIwokeupinbedalone.Ichecked

thetime,Itwas06:00am..

Igotoutofbed,Andwentdownstairs.Skwas

makingthegirlsbreakfast..

Me:Goodmorning

Sk:Lookwho'sup

Me:It's6amonaSaturday

Sk:ThegirlswerealreadyupandIdidn'twantthem

towakeyouup



Me:Ohhthat'ssweet

Sethu:Wemakingpancakes

Naomi:Andwegonnahavethemwithchocolate

milk

Sk:Wantsome?

Me:Yesplease..I'llgofreshenup

Iwalkedtothestaircase..

Me:Ohwtonightwehaveguestsover,I'dlikeyouto

meetsomeone



Helookedatme..

Me:MyNieceMbali,RememberItoldyouabouther?

Mysister'sdaughter.Mysisterwhopassedon,

Committedsuicide?

Sk:Ohwyes..Iremember

Me:She'scomingoverfordinnerwithherfiancé,

Theyaround

Sk:Noproblem,Theycancomeover

Me:Thankyou,Atthemallpleaseremindmetobuy

foodfordinnertonight

Sk:Iwillbaby



MBALI

Me:HuncanIaskyousomething?

Colt:Yes?

Me:Lastnightduringdinnertime,WhenI

mentionedmyAunt'sfiancé.Inoticedthe

awkwardness

Colt:MyfatherdidmentionthatIwantedtobeDEA

whenIgrowup

Me:Areyousureit'sallaboutthat?

Colt:Ipromise..Areyouready?

Me:Yes..I'mdone..Wecango



Itookmybag..

Me:Ohwdon'tforgettonightwegoingoveratmy

Aunt'splacefordinner

Colt:Ihaven'tforgotten

Me:Let'sgo,Bytheway.YourFatherseemslikea

niceperson

Colt:Hehashisdays

.
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Iopenedthedoor,Icouldn'tbelievewhatmyeyes

wereseeing.ItwasMbali..

Me:Mbali

Mbali:UncleAfro?

Ilettheminthenhuggedher..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Mbali:ThisismyfiancéColt

Me:Really?



Mbali:Yes..Andwhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Youdon'treadheadlinesdoyou?

Mbali:Iwasoffonsocialmediaforawhileto

prepareformymidyearexams

Colt:I'msorry,What'sgoingon?

Mbali:ThisismyUncle,MyAunt'sexhusband.The

oneshedivorced

Colt:Really?

Shantelshowedup..



Shantel:Cooolt!!

Colt:HeyCuz

Shewalkeduptohimandhuggedhimtight..

Shantel:I'vemissedyouBokkie!

Colt:I'vemissedyoutoo..Uhmthisismyfiancé

Mbali.Flower,thisismycousinShantel

Mbalilookedatme..

Me:I'mengagedtoShantel

Mbali:Woow



Me:Shantel.FlowerisRain'sNiece

Shantel:Really??Wow

ShantelhuggedMbali..

Shantel:Smallworld,NowIamyourAunt

Mbali:Isee

Me:Comeonguys..Breakfastisready

NOMVULA

Skwascalledin,Hewillbebacklater.

SkandI,Relatetoeachotheralot.Webothhave



demandingcareers,Andwenotforcingeachother

tocompromisebeyondwhattheycanoffer.We

havemadeapromisethough,Thatwewon'tbetoo

muchintoourwork...

ThismorningItookthegirlsoutforalittleshopping.

Iwasn'tfeelingwell,BeforeproceedingIatea

peppersteakpieandnowIwasfeelingvery

nauseated..

Wehadtocutourmalldayabit,SinceIwasn't

feelingwell.Ithoughtgettingaglassofwaterwith

icewouldhelpbutIrushedintothebathroomto

vomit..

Ifeltsoembarrassedandthegirlsweren'tmakingit

easieronmewithallthequestionstheywere

askingme..

Manager:I'lltakethegirlsbacktothetable



Me:Thankyousomuch

Ourwaitresswasstandingbythetableguarding

ourfood,Andthingswe'vebought

Iwalkedoutofthetoilettorinsemymouth.My

eyelinerwasrunningalittlebecausetearswere

falling.NotthatIwascrying,TheycameoutasI

wasbusyvomiting..

Iwashedmyface,Andwipedmyfacewiththe

papertowel...

SKNDLOVU

Iwascalledintocomeforaraid...



SomehouseinPretoriawest,Whichissaidtobe

ownedbysomeNigeriandrugdealerandKingpin.

Healsohasgirlscomeforalcoholanddrugs.Other

girlsareherewithouttheirconsent..

Howhewasfoundout,Isthatan18yearoldgirl

wasadmitted.ItwasanOD,She'sluckytobealive...

Itwasquietoutside,Noformofmovement

whatsoeverbutweheardnoisecomingfrominside.

Curtainsclosedbutwindowsopened..

Itwasthe5ofuswhoweredoingtheraid,Withtwo

coponstandby..

Wewenttotheotherside,Twostoodatthefront

doorincasetheyescapethroughthefrontdoor.

KaceeandIwenttotheotherside,Securitywas

open.Westoodbythesideofthedoorandlooked

ateachother.Onanod,Ibustedthedoorandwe



wentin.

Wemadeourwaystraighttotheloungewhereit

washappening....

Kacee:Letmeseehandsintheair!!Handsintheair

now!!

Ispotteddrugsonthetable,3SlayQueenswho

werehalfnaked.Onewaspassedoutonthecouch

andoneguy.Hewasonhisbriefsandguccislides..

Kaceewalkeduptohim..

Kacee:Dayo?

Dayo:Yes



Kacee:Don'tlowerthosehands

Iloweredmygunandwenttocheckonthegirlwho

waspassedonthecouch.Ichecked,Shewas

breathing...

Idon'tknowwhathappened,ButIheardagun

goingoff.Theslayqueensscreamed.

Iturnedaroundtolook,Thebedroomdoorwas

open.Hemadearunforit,Hewasholdingagun

andIchasedhimout..

Me:Stop!!

Insteadofrunningtothefronthewentoverthe

fencetotheoppositehouse.Droppinghisgun..



Me:Idon'thavetimeforthis!!!

Iputmygunawayandwentoverthefencetoo....

NOMVULA

Waitress:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfinethankyou..Canwepleasegetthebill?

Ihaveneverfeltthisembarrassedbefore..

Sethu:AreyouokayAuntie?

Me:I'mfinesweetie

IlookedaroundandIcouldn'twaitforthewaitress



togivemethebill..

AFRO

Thismomentwasveryawkwardforme.Shantel

wastheoneleadingtheconversation.Judgingfrom

Mbali'sattitudetowardsme,Icouldseethat

Nomvulamayhavetoldheralot...

Shantel:YourAuntydidn'ttellyouaboutme?

Mbali:Shedidmentionthatshewascheatedon,

WithagirlwhomtheyhiredandUncleAfrolateron

engagedher.Aftertimeofabusetoo

Itwentsilent..

Mbali:Ijustdidn'tthinkitwasmysisterinlaw



Shantel:Arewegoingtohaveaproblem?

Mbali:Notatall

Ipouredmyselftheorangejuicetoavoidfurther

awkwardness..

NOMVULA

Me:Thankyousomuch

IhadtippedherR500forherpatienceand

kindness..

Waitress:Don'tworry,Thishappensalotonthefirst

trimester



Me:Excuseme?

Waitress:Youpregnant?Aren'tyou?

Me:Preg..Uhm..

Waitress:Ohwyoudidn'tknow?

Ilookedatthegirls..

Me:Let'sgo

SKNDLOVU

Luckilyhedidn'tgetthatfar,Thegodscaredhim.

Whichgavemetheopportunitytocuffhim..



Wewalkedallthewayaroundtothecrew.Theother

twosuspectswereinthecar..

Kacee:Youcould'vecalledweweregoingtomeet

youguyshalfway

Me:It'sfine

Isuddenlywasn'tfeelinggood,Andmyarmwas

aching..

Me:Puthim,Ineedabottleofwater.I'mnotfeeling

good,Dizzy

Kacee:Sk

Me:Puthimin,I'llgobuythebottleofwateratthe

Garage



Kacee:Noyoucan't

Me:It'sjustrightbythecorner

Kacee:Youcan't!!Youfeelingdizzybecauseyou

gotshot!Youbleedingonyourarm

Ichecked.Hewasright..

.
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SKNDLOVU



Kaceewassittingwithmeattheback,Applying

pressureonmybleedingwound.SoIdon'tbleed

outanyfurtherthanIalreadyhave,Whilstwewere

rushingtothehospital..

Kacee:Howdidyounotfeelthatyougotshot?

Adrenalinrush?

Me:Yes..Ittriggeredtheflightorfightresponse.He

hadagun,Myfirstthoughtwastogettohimbefore

hegottous

Kacee:Youcould'veshothim,Youhesitated

Me:He'stheonlyleadthatmighttalk,Spillthe

beansandwemightnailSergio

Kacee:Sergioisnotmoreimportantthanyourlife



Me:Sergioisimportanttheseonesarejustfishin

thesea,He'stheshark.Wegethimthewholedrug

syndicatewillcrackandfall

Ifeltmyphonevibratinginmypocket.Istretched

myotherhandandtookitout.ItwasRain..

Ianswered..

Me:Missmealready?Orthegirlsaregivingyou

muchtrouble?

Vula:Both..Howdiditgo?

Me:It..Westillwaitingkeepingscoreuntilthey

comeback



Vula:Okay..Soyouwon'tbehomeanytimesoon?

Me:Justanhourortwothenwe'llcallitaday,We'll

revisitthemsomeothertime

Vula:Okay

Me:Areyouokay?

Vula:IamIjustneedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

Me:Soundsserious

Vula:Itis

Me:Youpregnant?



Vula:Howdidyoufigurethatout?

Me:I'maprofilertooremember?Howlong?

Vula:Thepregnancytestssays1month+

Me:Accurate

Vula:Whatdoyoumeanaccurate?

Me:Thefirsttimewe...

Vula:Yousaidyouweregoingtopullout!!

Me:YaaIdidbutnotintime

Vula:I'llseeyouwhenyougethome!



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungup..

Kacee:Whydidn'tyoutellherthetruth?

Me:I'mnotdyingamI?UnlessIlosemoreblood.I

don'twannaworryher,Plusshe'spregnant.Shehas

abandonmentissues,She'sgoingtostressherself

toaheartattack.Shehasthecareoftwo5year

oldsandanunbornone

Kacee:Wealmostthere

COLT(MBALI'SFIANCÉ)

Dad:Thiskeepsongettinginteresting.Shantelis



marriedtowhatwasFlower'sUncle?

Me:Yes

Dad:He'sofnousetousthatone,Sohe'sgood..

Dayogotarrestedthismorning

Me:What?

Dad:Skandhiscrewbroughtthemin

Me:Isee..Soiftheytalk,Youdone

Dad:Prettymuch

Me:Idon'tthinktheywilltalk,Theyveryloyal



Dad:Skisgoingtomakesurethathemakesit

toughfortheminsidesotheycantalk,Quitefrankly

Idon'tseethemquiet.Theywillspillthebeans

Me:Yaathat'sbad

Dad:Youstillgoingtotheirhousefordinnertonight?

Me:Yesweare

Dad:Sendhimamessageforme

Me:IdidsayIdon'twannagetinvolved,That'swhy

I'mstudyingtobecomeaCA.SoIcanhavea

normalfuture

Dad:Younotgettinginvolved,Yousendinga

messagethat'sall



Me:Okaylet'shearit

Dad:Sitdown

Isatdown...

NOMVULA

Iheardthedoorbell.Iplacedthepregnancyteston

thesmallcoffeetableandwenttoopen.ItwasAfro..

Afro:Hi

Me:Hi..Pleasecomein

Hemadehiswayin,Iclosedthedoor..



Afro:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgood

Helookedatme..

Afro:Youlookgood,You'vegainedsomeweight

Me:Yaa..I'vebeenstressless,PlusIdon'tworkthat

muchanymore

Afro:Heistrulysomethingremarkableisn'the?

Me:Pardon?

Afro:Hegotyouoffbeingaworkaholic,Langatold



meyoudon'tmissadaycookingdinnernorbeing

fullycommittedintotheirlivesastheirMother.

Saturdaysyouintheoffice,Iseegroceriesonthe

counterandyouwearingstayathomecomfortable

clothesmeansyoudidn'tgototheoffice

Me:Uhm..Yes

Afro:Andwhatdidhehavetodo,Toactuallyget

youtothispoint?Threatenyou?Abuseyou

emotionally?HeisDEAofcourse,Andgoodin

profiling..Blinktwiceifhe'sabusingyouprivately

Ilaughed..

Me:No..Nothinglikethat,Ijustchanged

Afro:Youtellingmethatthere'snotrickhedidto

getyoutobesubmissive?



Me:Theisatrickalright

Helookedatme..

Afro:OhwIsee..AnywaywhereisNaomi,I'mhere

topickherup

Me:UhmcanyougethernextSaturday?

Afro:Why?

Me:She'swithafriend

Afro:Thefriendcancometoo

Me:It'sauhm..It'sSk'sDaughter,Idon'the'sgoing



tobecomfortablewiththat

Afro:OhwIsee

Me:I'mtrulysorry,It'sjustalongdayandIhavea

lotonmymind

Hepickedupthepregnancytest..

Afro:Iseethat..It'snotmine,Minewasgoingtobe

earlierthanthis

Me:Definitelynot

Afro:We'vetriedforanotherbabyandyoucouldn't

fallpregnant,Whathappened?Fertilityclinic?

Me:Nohejustgotmepregnant,Wasn'teven



planned.Ididn'tevenfeelit,Thesp-

Afro:Toomuchinformation

Me:Sonextweek?

Afro:Yes..Ishouldgobeforesheseesmebecause

she'sgoingtocrywhensheseesme

Me:Youcancalllaterbeforeherbedtime

Afro:Iwill

Iwalkedhimtothedoor..

Afro:Bye



Me:Bye

Iclosedthedoor...

SKNDLOVU

Me:Howlongisthisgoingtotake?

Dr:Let'sgiveit4hours

Ilookedatthetime.Itwas12:00intheafternoon..

Me:That'stoolong

Dr:You'velostalotofblood,HonestlyspeakingI'm

surprisedyoustillconscious



Me:Ican'tbeherefor4hours

Dr:Youwill.Wewillremovethebullet,Andtrytoget

yourstrengthback

Me:Bloodtransfusion?

Dr:Wehopenot

Me:Whyisittaking4hours?

Dr:Thelocationofthebullet,Needtomakesure

thatwhenwedoneyoucanstilluseyourarm..Still

numb?

Me:Yes

Dr:Let'sgettoitthen



AFRO

Outofrespect,Shantelremainedinthecar..

Shantel:SherefusesforNaomitosleepover

becauseshedoesn'ttrustme,Butcantrusther

boyfriendwiththekid?Bringhimoveratyourhouse

Me:It'snotmyhouseanymore,It'shers

Shantel:YaaIforgot..Shegaveyouyourshareafter

thedivorce.Speakingofwhichwhenarewegetting

ourownhouse?I'mtiredofuslivinginmyflat

Me:Canyoubelieveshe'spregnant?

Shantel:Really?Shehasaboyfriendandfertile



obviously,Theyhaverawsexwhywouldn'tshebe?

Me:Thethingis.HerandI,We'vetriedhaving

anotherchilditwasn'tpossible.Youalsonotfalling

pregnant

Shantel:Youthinkthere'saproblemwithyou?

Me:I'mstartingtobelieveso

Shantel:Thenyoushouldgohaveyourselfchecked

Me:I'lldoso

.
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ColtandMbaliarrived,Iwasstillcookingwhenthey

did.Mbalihelped,IgottoknowColtabitbetterand

Skwasstillnotaround.

Iwasstartingtogetscared,Itwas20:00andwe

werewaiting.Hewasn'tansweringhisphone..

Mbali:Heseemstohaveastressfuljob,I'msure

he'sfine

Me:Healwayschecksinwhenhehandlesdifficult

cases



Colt:I'msurehe'sokay

Me:YaaandSethuhasbeenmissinghimtoo

Iheardthedooropening..Igotupfrommychair.

Hewalkedin..

Me:OhhGodthankyou

Hehandanarmsling,Andhalfofhisarmhada

bandage..

Imethimhalfway...

Me:Whydidn'tyoucheckin?Iwasworried

Hehuggedmeandkissedmeonmyneck..



Sk:I'msorry

Webrokethehug..

Me:Whathappenedtoyourarm?

Sk:It'snothingserious

Ilookedathim..

Sk:Igotshot

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Sk:Becauseofthis,Ididn'twannaworryyou



Wewalkedtothetable..

Me:Meetourguests..ThisismyNieceMbali,And

thisisherfiancéColt

Mbali:Goodevening..I'veheardsomuchaboutyou

Mbalistoodupandtheyexchangedahug..

Sk:Ihopegoodthings

Mbali:Ofcourse

Coltstoodup..

Sk:HeyMan..Sk



Colt:Colt..ColtLopez

Theywereexchangingahandshakewhenthey

suddenlystoppedandstaredateachother..

Sk:It'sgoodtomeetyouMrLopez

Colt:YoutooSir

Me:Don'tyouwannagofreshenupbeforeweeat?

Sk:Later..Thisisgoingtobeaninterestingdinner

AFRO

Dr:BothofyouwerefinewhenIranthetests.Your

exwifewasfine,Youwerefine.Shecouldn't

conceivebecauseshewasunderalotofpressure



andstress.

Me:I'vebeentryingwithmyfiancé,She'snotfalling

pregnant.Iamnolongeryoung,SoonI'llbeturning

40.IreadthatMenwhoreach40,Starttohavea

lowspermcount

Dr:Ifyoufeellikethat,Thenyoucancomethrough

onMonday

Me:Thankyou,I'llbringmyfiancétoo

Ineedtohavekidsofmyown.Atleasttwo.Langa

thoughIlovehimwithallmyheart,I'mjusthisstep

father.HemightpreferSkmorethanme,Thenour

relationshipwillseize.EspeciallywhatI'veputhis

Motherthrough.Ontheotherhand,Naomicanalso

adapttolovingSkmorethanme..



I'mnotneglectingmykids,ButIwannahavetwoof

myown.WithShantel.It'sveryclearthatNomvula

hasmovedon,She'salreadypregnantbyhim..

Shantelwalkedin..

Me:MondaywegoingtogoseemyDrtorunsome

tests

Shantel:Uhm..Ineedtotalktoyouabout

something

Me:What?

Shantel:WenotconceivingbecauseIhadmytubes

tied

Me:What??



Shantel:Ijustdidn'twannafallpregnantbyevery

TomandDick,Iwaswaitingfortherightone

Me:Soperiods?

Shantel:OnlytheliningoftheUterussheds,Hence

myperiodslast2-3days

Me:Youcould'vetoldme,Ialmostthoughtthere

wassomethingwrongwithmeandalmost

questionedthepaternityofmyDaughter.Youknow

howcrazymyexwifeis,IfIraisedDNAandit'sa

matchshewasn'tgoingtoletmeseeNaomiever

again

Shantel:Comeon..NoDNAneeded,Thatgirlisher

father'sdaughter.Shelooksexactlylikeyou



Me:Truedon'teverdothat..Honestymeansalotto

me

Shantel:We'llgohavethemuntiedonMonday

NOMVULA

Me:Canyoubelieveheistwoyearsyoungerthan

me

Colt:Noways

Me:He'sjustbigsoitmakeshimlookolder

Iwasbusyfondlingwithhisarmsling..

Sk:Ithinkit'ssituationperfectlyandcomfortably



Me:I'msorry..Ijustwannamakesureyoureally

okay

Mbali:Soguesswhat?ColtwantedtobeDEA

Me:Really?

Colt:WasonceacareerIthoughtabout

Me:Thenwhathappened?

Colt:It'sdangerous..Imeanlookatyou,Yougot

shot

Sk:It'snotoneforweakmen



Me:Sk!

Colt:He'sright

Sk:Plusitdoesn'trelyonphysicalstrengthonly.

Alsointegrity,Principles.Youdon'tchoose

suspects,Justbecauseit'sfamily.Doesn'tmean

youshouldturnablindeye

Colt:Youcorrect,Imeansomeofusknowwhat

loyaltyis.Wedon'tthrowfamilyunderthebus

Sk:Exactly..Sothisjobisnotforsuchpeople

Colt:Hypotheticallyspeaking,IfMsRaincandeal

drugsyou'darresther?

Sklookedatme..



Sk:Yes

Colt:Interesting

Sk:Butwegladshedealstobaccoonly

Hekissedme..

Colt:Gladindeed

Me:What'sallthistalk?

Mbali:IthoughtIwastheonlyonefeeling

uncomfortable

Colt:Ithinkwehadadeliciousdinner.Thankyou



MsRain,Itwaslovely.MyfiancéandIwe'llbeon

ourway

Mbali:Wehaven'tevenhaddessert

Sk:Don'tworrySweetheartwe'llemailittoyou

Colt:Yeahhe'llemailit,It'sgettinglatecupcake

let'sgo

Sk:I'llseeyouguysout

Thiswasbyfarthemostweirddinnergettogether...

NOMAKHOSI

Theypouredcoldwateronme,Ifreakedout..



Ilookedatthem,Mylefteyewasshutcompletely..

Nqoba:Igiveyouajobinmybottlestore,Thenyou

stealmymostexpensivebottles.In4daysofyou

working,You'vestolenmorealcoholthanwhatwe

actuallymakeinaday

Me:I'msorry

Nqoba:YouowemeR63000intotal

Me:I'llpayyoubackplease,Mysisterisrich

Nqoba:OrIcouldjustcallmyboysandwegobury

youinanunmarkedgrave

Me:Please..Please..Ihavekids



Nqoba:Should'vethoughtaboutthem

Iwaschainedinthestorage,Naked..

SKNDLOVU

Mbali:Itwaslovelymeetingyou

Me:Likealwayssweetheart,Wishyoucould've

foundsomeonemoreworthit

Colt:GetinthecarSweetie,I'mhavingasmokewith

Sk

Shegotin,Andheclosedthedoor..



Colttookoutapackofcigarettesandalighter..

Colt:Ihaveamessageforyou,FrommyFather

Me:I'mlistening

Colt:Hesaysdropit

Me:Ishescared?

Colt:No,Butyouwillbe.Weknownowyourfamily

andyouplayingwithfire

IglancedoveratMbali..

Me:Shecouldindeeddobetter

.



Tobecontinued

ANNOUNCEMENT:

Ifyouhavesentproofofpaymentpleaserest

assuredyou'llbeaddedbeforeMondayourstarting

date.Whatsappistrippingtakestimetosave

contactsandreflectthemsoweaddthem.Please

dogiveabitofpatience

Sponsoredbonuseswillresumetomorrow.
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IwaswokenupthatSaturdaymorningbymy

Mother'sphonecall..

Me:WhatdoyoumeanKhosiismissing?

Mom:Shegotajobatthelocalbottlestore,You

knowitright?KwaNqoba

Me:YaaIknowit

Mom:Iwouldbabysitthekidsforherbutshenever

camebackhomeyesterday.Iwenttoaskand

Nqobadoesn'tknowwheresheistoo

Me:That'sunusual



Mom:SheearnsR80aday,Ihopeshedidn'tgo

drinkingwiththatmoney

Me:It'sunlikeher,Khosidoesn'tgowithouttelling

Mom:Ihaveaskedalmosteveryonewhoknowsher,

Theydon'tknowwheresheis

Me:Shecouldbemissingforreal

Mom:WhatamIgoingtodowithher4kidsifshe's

reallymissing?I'msickandunemployedtheyeata

lot

Me:Let'snotthinktheworst

Mom:Let'sthinktheworst,Ifshedoesn'tcome

back..Whatarewegoingtowithhersquad?



Me:We??

Mom:Ican'ttakecareofthem

Me:Icanhelpfinanciallybuttakingthemno..Ihave

two,Skhasoneand..It'sjustalotofkidsalready

Mom:YaaIunderstandbutifshedoesn'tcome

backwillyousupportus?

Me:Idon'tmind

Mom:Alrightthen,I'llkeepyouposted

Me:OkayMa



NOMAKHOSI

Nqoba:Here..Let'scallyoursister

ItoldhimNomvula'snumber..Hedialedit..

Nomvula:Hello?

Me:Vulait'sme

Nomvula:Wherehaveyoubeen?Momisworried

aboutyou

Me:Iaminabitofacrisis

Nomvula:Whatcrisis?



Me:Iowesomeonealotofmoney

Nomvula:Howmuch?

Me:R63000

Nomvula:Whatonearth?Somuchmoney.Whatdid

youdowithit?Atleasttellmeyoukeptsomefor

thekids

Me:No

Nomvula:Iamnotgivingyou63k

Me:It'snotlikeyougonnafeelit?

Nomvula:It'snotaboutthat,Khosiyounotentitled

tomymoney.Iworkedhardandyounotmy



responsibility.Whenareyougoingtogrowup?I

can'tgotowork,Dealwithworkstress,Sometimes

comingbackhomelatetomykidsjustsoIcangive

youmoney?Isthatfairwhilstyousittinganddoing

nothing

Me:Please..It'sveryimportant

Nomvula:No..I'mnot

Hehungup..

Nqoba:Shewon'tbeabletotracethecalldon't

worry.Soyouinabitofapickle

Me:Icansleepwithyoutocoverupmybill,Just

pleaseletmego



Nqoba:WellwhenyoutalklikethatIthinkwecan

worksomethingout

Me:Please

Hegotuptohisfeet..

Me:Ihavekidsplease

Nqoba:Okaywecandothatwhereyoupaymewith

yourvagina

Me:Thankyou

Nqoba:YouthinkI'mstupiddon'tyou?Soyoucan

stealfurther?

Me:Iwon't,Ipromise



Nqoba:Youstolemorethanjustonebottle,Howthe

hellamItotrustyou?

Me:Nqobaplease

Hekickedmeacrossmyface...

COLT(MBALI'SFIANCÉ)

Dad:ImadeapromisetoyouthatIwon'ttouchnor

involveyourfiancéinthis

Me:Yes

Dad:Everyoneelseisofflimits



Me:Iunderstand,Idon'tcareaboutanyoneelsebut

myfiancé

Dad:Youknowwhat'sgoingtohappenifIget

lockedup?Theempireandricheswillfall.IfIdon't

havemoneyanymoreyoudon'thavemoneytoo.

YoustillinschoolandthatCAjobyou'llgetthough

itseemspromisingonasalarybutI'llbenothing

comparedtothis.Toyourexpensivelifestyle

Me:Iknow..Thisismylegacywhenyoudie

Dad:Youneedtorunthisbusinessforfuture

generationstocome

Me:Iknow

Dad:TellmemorsaboutthisCEO,ShemightgetSk

outofmyshouldersindirectly



Me:Okaylet'stalkI'lltellyouabouther

NOMVULA

Skwasmakinghimselfacupofcoffee,Hewas

facingthewindowandonacall.Hewasonloud

speaker..

Sk:She'sanamazingwoman,Sethulovesher

Woman:YouknowIwasworried,Stepmotherscan

beahorrorsometimes

Sk:Iunderstand,YourconcernsasaMotherare

valid

Woman:I'mgladSethuisadaptingwelltohernew



environment

Sk:Sheis,HowisWesternCape?

Woman:It'sgoodcan'tlie

Sk:That'sgoodtohear

Woman:I'mgladyou'vefoundyourselfsomeone,

Justtreatherbetteranddon'trepeatthesame

mistakesyoudidwithme

Sk:Wealllearnfromourpastmistakes

Woman:Sodidyoutellher?YouknowaboutMihle

Sk:No..



Woman:Skhowareyougoingtohavealong

lastingrelationshipifyounothonest?

Sk:I'mnottellingheraboutMihle

IturnedbackandgentlywalkeduptheStaircase,

Surprisedatthephoneconversation..

AFRO

Shantel:Ithinkthisone

Me:2.5millionrands

Shantel:Yes..Iloveit,It'sabeautifulhouse



Me:Idon'tthinksomaybeplayaroundon900kmax

Shantel:Nomvulagaveyouyourshareof2million,

Youcanadd500kandthenwegetthehouse

Me:Shantelyouateacher,Youearnwhat?10ka

monthsinceyounotthatqualified.Youshouldn'tbe

thinkingaboutsuchexpensivehouses

Shantel:Ohw

Me:I'mbeingreal,2.5Miswaytooexpensive

consideringit'scomingoutofmypocket

Shantel:Nevermind

Me:Doyouevenhaveabiggerdream?I'mtalking

aboutsomethingbeyondcookingskillsand



teachingsnottynoses?Iwasmarriedtoa

multimillionaire

Shantel:Canyoustopcomparingmewithyourex

wife?

Me:IjustneverthoughtthatonedayI'dleavemy

multimillionaireexwifeforateacherthatain't

shippinginnothing,Ineversawmyselflikethat

Shantel:Wow!Youajerkdoyouknowthat?

Shetookherphoneandwalkedtothebedroom..

NOMVULA

Iwaspacingupanddowninthebedroom,He

showedupholdingthecupofcoffee.



Sk:Ithoughtyou'dstillbesleeping

Me:Ijustwokeup

Sk:Okay..I'mgoingtotakeashower

Hewalkedtothebathroomwithhisphone.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwashelpinghimwithhisarmsling,Tightenedita

bittocausehimpain.

Sk:Okay...Ithinkit'sfine

Shepushedmebackalittle..

Sk:What'swrong?Youhavebeeninamood

Me:WhoisMihle?

Sk:Excuseme?

Me:Ioverheardyourphonecall

Sk:Youwereeavesdropping?



Me:Iwaswalkingdownthestairsandoverheard

you..WhoisMihle?

Sk:Let'sjustleaveit

Me:Leaveit?Itoldyouthatifyounolongerloveme,

Tellmethandoublecrossingme.Iwon'ttakeit

again.IamnotgoingtoletanotherMandomelike

that!

Sk:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Whereisallofthis

comingfrom?

Me:YouknowalmosteveryaspectofmylifeandI

onlyknowalittleaboutyou

Sk:We'vebeenthroughthisbefore,Thelittlethat

youknowiswhatyoumeanttoknow,It'sallthat

thereis



Me:OhwpleaseSkhumbuzo!

Sk:Youknowwhat..Youmakemewannagoto

work,I'mgoingtowork

Me:FineifyouleavewithouttellingmeaboutMihle..

It'soverbetweenus

Helookedatme..

Sk:Areyouthreateningme?

Me:I'mnot..It'sapromise,Myfromtwoabusive

Men.MyfirstbabydaddybeatmewhenIwas

pregnantwithLangaandheleftmetopaylobola

foranotherwoman.LeftmehighanddrywhenI

hadfalleninvolve.Iwasyoung,Iwasingrade11.

LeftmetobeayoungsingleMother.Myex



husbandourlasttimestogetherweretoxic.Ikeep

ongivingmyheart,Myloveandgethurtalongthe

way.Youcamealong,AndIdon'tseeyoubeingany

different

Hepausedforawhileandlookedatme.Hewalked

tothedoor..

Me:Youleavewithoutbeinghonestwithme,I'm

done

Heturnedbackandwalkeduptome..Hehadthis

seriousfacialexpression..

Istoodmyground,Withouttakingstepsbackwards.

Iwantedhimtodoitifhewill.

Sk:BeforeSethuandherMother,Amanda.Thewas

MihleandherMother.Myhighschoolsweetheart.



ShefellpregnantwhenIwas21shewas23.Iwas

alreadyinthepoliceacademy.SAdecidedto

expandthedepartmentandtheystartedD.E.A.

Theyneededthebest,Moregoodthantheirofficers

whoseemednottobeabletoblastdrugdealers.I

wasoneofthepeoplechosen,ThefollowingyearI

wasgoingtogooverseas.Meandtheotherchosen

ones,WashingtonDCintheFBItotrainandlearn

for3years.Thatwasagoodopportunity,And

SweetnessMihle'sMomfellpregnant.Shewasn't

workingthen,Justhadhermatriccertificate.Taking

careofherandthebaby,Meantmeforfeitingthe

opportunity.Remainapoliceofficertofeedmy

familyonasalaryofatleast10-15kamonth.I

askedSweetnesstoabort,Shetoldmeshewould

ratherlosemethantoabort.

Heexhaled..

Sk:Iwastheonlyfamilyshehad,AndIcouldn't

movethemtoWashingtonwithme.Shedidn'twant



metoleave.Ifeltshewasselfishfornotwantingto

abort.EverydayIprayedforhertomiscarryanda

monthbeforeIhadtoleave.Thatwishcametrue,

Sweetnesswentonlabour,AndMihlewhenshe

cameoutofhermother.Shehadtheumbilicalcord

aroundherneck,Itstrangledher.Shenevermadeit

Me:OhhmyGoodness

Sk:SweetnessandIfailedtorecoverfromthat,

WhenIleft.Ayearintotheacademy,Iheardshe

committedsuicide.Shelovedme,AndIwasallshe

had.IhurthermorethanI'vehurtanyoneinthis

world.Itoldmyselfafterthat,Iwouldneverput

anotherwomanthroughthat

Hefurtheronwalkeduptome,Itookafewsteps

back..

Sk:Iknowyouhavebeenthroughalot,Twofailed



relationshipsbutdon'tevercomparemetoyour

Exes.Iamnotthem,AndI'dneverhityou.Ifyou

feellikeI'mgoingtodisappointyou,Atleastgive

methebenefitofthedoubt.Letmedisappointyou

onmyown

Me:Sk..I..

Bythentimewhenhehadfinishedtelling

everythingIwasalreadyintears..

Heplacedhisarmaroundmywaistandkissedme

onmyforehead..

Sk:I'llbeatwork,I'llcomebacklater..Mycardwith

thepinisonthedressingtable,Ithinkyougirlscan

gooutforanafternoonspatreatment,Youcancall

twoextrapeople.MaybefriendsorMbali,It'sonme



Me:Youdon'thavetoo,IhavemyownmoneyIcan

takeusout

Sk:Youmightbeamultimillionaireandmysalary

everymonthmightamounttoLanga,Naomiand

utilitybills

Me:Utilitybillsareexpensive,SoisLanga'sschool

fees.NaomicomparedtotheutilitybillsandLanga

she'sthecheaperone

Sk:Thatmademefeelalittlebetteraboutmy50k

salary

Me:Waitwhat?Areyouthehighestpaidinthe

policedepartment?

Sk:D.E.A,Homicide,Superintendentandthe

ministerofPolicearethehighestpaid.In



chronologicalorderminister,Sup,D.E.A,homicide

thentheothers.

Me:Youget50kbeforeorafterdeductions?

Sk:Afterdeductions

Me:Wow

Sk:Don't..It'sgoodwhenIsayitbutwhenyousay

it,Itsoundscondescending

Me:I'mjustsurprisedwelearnalot

Sk:I'llseeyoulater

AFRO



Me:Momdon'tlaugh

Shewaslaughinghysterical,Thatshetookoffher

glasses..

Mom:I'msorrybabybutitwasyourchoice,Youleft

Rainforhersoyouhavetolivewiththat

Me:Rain..Everythingbetweenuswassplit50/50

allthetime,Rainwasneverdependentonme.She

waseventhatwomanthatwhowoulddoeverything

forherself,Doesn'twaitforme

Mom:uhmRainisworth53millionright?

Me:Yes



Mom:Shantel?

Me:She'saschoolteacher

Mom:SohowdoyouexpectShanteltohead

responsibilitiesthesameamountasRain?You

decidedtobreakoffyourmarriageforthiswoman

it'sonyou

Me:I'veneverhadtoassumeallresponsibilityatall.

ImeanIlovewomenwhoalsogettheirownnot

dependentsolelyonaman.Womenwhoareintheir

owndependentlaneturnmeon

Mom:Youhadoneandyoulethergo

Sheputbackherglasses..



Me:She'spregnantbyhercurrentgirlfriend

Mom:IwilllovethechildjustasNaomiandLanga,

It'stheirsiblingsowhentheyvisitwiththeirsibling

theyalloughttobetreatedthesame

Me:Skhashisownfamily,Can'thischildvisitthere?

WhenLangaandNaomivisithere?

Mom:It'stheirsibling

Shegotupfromthecouch..

Mom:I'mgoingtonap,You'llseeyourselfoutwhen

youleave

NOMVULA



IcalledLisaandMbalitocomeover,Wewillall

leavewithmycartothebeautySpa..

Ifeltsobadaboutattackinghimwithoutknowing

thereason...

Lisa:Youobviouslycarryalotofpaindeepinsideof

you.Childhoodtrauma,Failedrelationshipsand

whatnot..Ithinkyouneedtherapy

Me:MaybeIdo

Lisa:Reconnectwithyourinnerchildandwhatnot

Me:I'llconsiderit

Lisa:Youshould



Icheckedthetime,Itwas13:00..

Me:Mbaliisrunninglate,Shesaidshe'sonherway

Lisa:Sheisthen

Me:Atleastby15:00weshouldbeonourway

Lisa:CallheragainwhilstIgohelpthetwo

princessesgetdressedandeverything

.

Tobecontinued
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Lisa:Waitaminute,Soyoudon'thave53millionin

youraccount?

Weweredrivingtothebeautyspa..

Me:No..Iamworth53million,Thatmeansthe

valueofmyassets.House,Cars,Thecompanyetc

butIdon'thave53millionnowinmyaccount

Mbali:Howcomeyoudon'tknowthatLisa?

Lisa:Idon'tusuallyfixateonsuchthings.WhenI

googledyournetworthitsaid53Mthoughtitwas

moneythatyouhave

Me:Notinmyaccount



Lisa:Sohowmuchdoyouhaveinyouraccount?

Me:Ihave2accountsbutthemainonehasabout

15M.MynormalonethatIuseonadailyandwhere

mysalarycomesin.Icansay150000permonth

becauseIkeepontransferringmostofthemoney

intomymainaccountforsaving

Lisa:Youstillworthmorethanmylife

Me:Comeon,Ipayyouslightlyhigherthanwhata

normalPAgets

Mbali:Howmuch?

Lisa:R18000



Mbali:That'sveryreasonable

Lisa:Butsinceweareasmallfamily,I'msureby

nextyearthecompanywillbegeneratingtwice

whatitdoesthisyear

Me:Absolutely.Mynetworthkeepschangingby

nextyearIcouldbelookingata60Mnetworth

Mbali:AndI'msureyouneverthoughtyou'dbehere

today

Me:Notinamillionyears

Lisa:Multimillionyears

SKNDLOVU



Kacee:Outwithit..Whatisit?

Ilookedathim..

Kacee:You'vebeenlostinyourthoughtseversince

youcamein,OfwhichIdon'tknowwhyyoudid

becauseyoustillinjured.Youheardthecaptainyou

nousetouswithonlyonehand

Me:RainknowsaboutMihle

Heclosedthefile..

Kacee:How?

Me:Sheoverheardmeonthephonecallwithmyex

wife



Kacee:I'msorry

Me:I'mjustgladit'soutthere,Iwasn'tfeelingwell

keepingitfromher

Kacee:Havingtorelivethepainofitagain

Me:Onefailedrelationship,Onefailedmarriage.I'm

notlettingthisonefailtoo.Amandawastheone

whosuggestedItellRain,Whichshedidgood

becauseIdon'tthinkIwould'vebeenabletoo.It's

somethingItryveryhardnottothinkabout

Kacee:Iknow,Mustbehard.You'veblamed

yourselfeversinceeventhoughitwasnotyour

fault

Me:Itwas.IwantedSweetnesstoabortsobadthat

Iwishedheramiscarriage.Shedidn'tmiscarrybut



myDaughterwasbornwiththeumbilicalcord

aroundherneckwhichstrangledhertodeath.I

should'vebeenthereforSweetnesstoo,Afterthe

ordealbutsheappearedstrong.Sheseemedstrong

Kacee:Whenwasthelasttimeyouvisitedtheir

grave?

Me:Beenawhile

Kacee:MaybeyoucantakeRainthere

Me:Yaa..Maybe

SHANTEL

Sergio:Iresentyousayingthisfellowwasrich



Idrankmymilkshake..IdecidedtogoseemyUncle,

SinceAfroisalsoseeingherfamily..

Me:Heisbuthisexwifeisapainintheass,Idon't

thinkhe'soverher.Hekeepsoncomparingmeto

hereverychancehegets

Sergio:Thenwhynotleave?

Me:Ican'tleave,Iwon'tleave..Ilovehim.Doyou

knowhowdifficultitistofindagoodmanthese

days?

Sergio:LookIhaveaplan.Seemslikewebothhave

peoplewhoareanuisanceinourlives

Me:I'mnotkillinganyoneUncle



Sergio:That'smyjobnotyours,That'swhatIdonot

you

Me:Whatisitthen?

Sergio:Iwannasetupyourboyfriend'sexwife

Me:YouwanttosetupNomvula?

Sergio:Yes

Me:Isn'tshedatingDEA,Hemightpickitupquickly

Sergio:Iknow..Ijustwanttoblackmailhim

Me:YaaUncleifyousetherup,She'llbribeherway

outsothere'snowinforyou



Sergio:Nowthinkingofit

Me:Ithinkkidnappinghermightwork

Sergio:YouknowsometimesIfeellikeColtis

sabotagingmeorsomething,Heseemstobeonmy

sidebutalsoseemstobesabotagingme.Hecame

upwiththisstupididea.Tellmehe'snotsabotaging

Me:WellIvouchforakidnap

Sergio:I'llbuyyouarolexwhenwedonehere

Me:ThankyouI'dappreciatethatalotUncle

AFRO



Iknockedatthefrontdoor,Itwasalreadywideopen.

Justoutofrespect..

Thembi:Comein

Iwalkedin..

Me:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Shewassittingonthecouchwiththekids.

Me:Howareyou?

Thembi:Siyaphila(wearewell)

Isatdown..



Me:IheardaboutKhosimissing

Thembi:Newstravelfastaroundhere

Me:Whichisgoodsoeveryonewillbeonalertand

helplookforher

Thembi:NowI'mstartingtogetworried

Me:DidyoutellNomvula?

Thembi:IdidcallherbutIdon'twannastressher

toomuch

Me:Iunderstand,IfIhearanythingI'llcall

Thembi:Thankyouforstoppingbyeventhoughyou

andVulaarenolongertogether



Me:Familywillalwaysbefamily

ItookoutmywalletandhandedherR500..

Thembi:WuuukodwaNkosiyamsiyabonga(Weare

grateful)

Me:Youwelcome

Thembi:Ngathiyouwereseeingthatweneeded

moneyforfood

Me:Vuladoesn'tbuy?

Thembi:Shedoesbutgroceriesfinishedearlythis

monthbecauseIwassharingwithKhosi



Me:Nomvulahasalotofmoneyshecould

practicallybuyyouthewholesupermarketifshe

wantedtoo

Thembi:Sizathini(Whatcanwesay)

Me:Indeedsinceshestarteddatingthisnewguy

shehaschanged

Thembi:I'llcallheragain

Me:Alright..Nisalekahle(goodbye)

.
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NOMVULA

Wehadalovelyoutingwiththegirls.Wewere

drivingbackhome.Skwashomenow,Icalledhim

andtoldhimwewereonourway..

Iwastheonedriving..MbaliandLisaweredrinking..

Thelittleoneswerebusytalkingandsinging..

WeweredrivingfirsttodropoffLisa,ThenMbali.I'll

bethelaststopwithmygirls..

Thisdaystartedheavy,Itpickedupanditwasthe

best.Theeventsfollowingaswedroveofftodrop

everyonewheretheylived..Twoblackcarspulled

up.Oneontheleft,Andoneontheright.Ididn't

thinkmuchofituntilfirewasopened.Theoneon

theleftsloweddown,Whilsttheoneontheright

openedfire.Theyshotatmycar..



Itriedtogoofftheroad,Thecarthatslowedone

pickedupcausingusanaccident...

SKNDLOVU

WhenIgottothepenthouse,Itwasquiet.SoI

watchedTVandpassedoutwhilstwaitingforthe

girlstocomeback..

Irandomlyjustwokeup,Checkedthetime.

Nomvulahadcalledmeat20:00thattheyare

coming,Itwasnow21:30andtheywerenothere.

It'salarmingbecausethebeautyspaisnotsofar..

Itriedcallingher,Butherphonewasonvoicemail..

That'swhenIgotscared,Veryscared...

Igotupfromthecouch.Tookmycarkeysandwent



out,Iwasgoingtodrivetothebeautyspatocheck

them...

AFRO

Mom:Afroyoucannothideouthereinmyhouse

forever

Me:Iamnothiding,I'mvisitinghome

Mom:Okayifyoudon'tfeelstronglyaboutthisgirl,

Whydon'tyoujustlethergo?

Me:It'samessMa

Feziwalkedintothekitchen,MymomandIwewere

eatingcake.Sharingasliceofredvelvetcake



Fezi:Guys

Me:Youwantsomecake?

Fezi:No..Ijustsawthisvideoofanaccident.The

carisliterallyburning

Mom:Where?

Fezi:Herelook

Iwenttocheck.Iwasdarksowecouldn'tseewhat

caritwas,Plusthevideowastakenfroma

distance..Thepeoplewhowerewatchingthescene

werebusyscreamingtoothatitwashardtohear

anything..

Me:Idon'tthinkthepeopleintheresurvived



Fezi:Iseeparamedicsandcops

Me:Idon'tthinktheygotthereintime

Fezi:Couldbetrue

Mom:Shamemaan,Thisissad

Me:Verysad

THEMBI

Charmaineplacedthetwoblacklabelbottlesonthe

table..

Charm:AnythingonKhosi?



Me:Nothing..AlsoIcan'tgetaholdofNomvula

Charm:That'sbad,Whogoesmissinginthehood?I

meanKhosiwala,Shegrewuphere.Itseriously

doesn'tmakesense

Me:Istillthinkthatshe'sgoneoutsomewhere,I

findithardtobelievethatshe'smissing

Charm:Kodwatogoandleaveherkids?

Me:She'llbeback,Maybesheneededtoenjoyher

money.ThelittleR80shemadenowshe'sscaredto

comeback

Charm:Idon'tthinkso.WhatisR80foraday?Can't

evenbuyyoua6pack



Me:Thatstrue..Aiiwewillseengaye

SKNDLOVU

Me:Wtf??

Ipulledoveratthesceneofanaccident.Thewas

firefighters,Paramedics,AndCops.Igotoutofmy

carandwentthere.

Thecopswerepullingthecrowdbacktonotcome

anycloserasthefirefighterswerebusyputtingout

thefire..

Theytriedtorestrictme..

Me:SkNdlovu..D.E.A



Kingsawme..

King:Sk

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Whathappened?

King:Let'stakeawalk

Me:Why?

King:Justtrustme

Wewalkedabitfurtherfromthecrowd..



Me:What'shappening?

King:That..ThatwasNomvula'scar

Me:Huh?

King:Theywere5inthecar.2survived,3passed

on

Ilookedatthesceneagain.Thereweredeadbodies

coveredonthegrassawayfromthecar..

Me:Whatareyoutellingme?

King:I..

Iwalkeduptothedeadbodies..



King:Skwait

Me:Whodidn'tmakeit?

King:Officer,Don'tlethimanywherenearthe

bodies!!!!

SHANTEL

Me:OhwmyGod..Uncle?

Uncle:Whatthehell?Thiswasareckonstage

Me:UncleIsaidkidnapping,Notkillthem!Flower

wasinthatcar,Afro'sDaughterwasinthatcar.

NomvulahaduploadedapictureonherInstagram

whentheywereatthebeautyspa



Uncle:Dammit!!!!!!

Me:Doyouknowhowmessedupthisis?Afrofinds

outyouwerebehindthis,Colt?Andyoufucken

draggedmeintothismess

Istoppedthevideo..

Uncle:Itwasnot..Ijustinstructedthemtokidnap

theculpritnotthis!!

Me:IfhefindsoutI'mtheonewhotoldyouwhere

theywerebecauseofthepictureshepostedand

thelocation..Afroisgoingtokillme!!

Uncle:Letmethink



Me:Thinkaboutwhat?There'snothinking

Colt:Hey

Hefreakedusout..

Me:Colt!

Colt:Areyouguysokay?

Me:Yeahwefine..Imeanwegood..What'sup?

Colt:Justsawavideoofanaccident.NowI'm

worried,Ican'tgetaholdofMbali.I'mgoingthere

tofindout

Me:Ohwreally?



Colt:It'spickingupnow,Mighttrendsoon

Me:Uhm...Okay

Colt:Wannatagalong?

IlookedatmyUncle..

Me:Nothankyou,Iwillbegoinghomesoon

Colt:Okayletmego

Wewatchedhimwalkingoutofthedoor..

Me:Shiiiiiiit!!!



AFRO

Mom:Nowyousleepingover?

Me:Yes..

Mom:Afro..Seriouslyyounot15anymore!

Myphonerang,ItwasLanga..

Me:Buddy

Langa:Didyouseeit?

Me:Seewhat?

Langa:Theaccident?



Me:Yes..It'strending

Langa:Didyouseewho'scarwasit?

Me:No..Thevideoisdark,Weonlyseeflames

Langa:It'sMom'scar

Me:Comeagain?

Langa:Furtherdetailswereuploaded.WhenIcalled

Momearliertodayshewasatthebeautyspa,It's

herMercedes.Shewaswith4otherpeople,

IncludingNaomi.Onlytwopeoplemadeit,3died

Iletgoofmyphone,Itfell..



Mom:Afrowhat'sgoingon?

ItookoffmyglassesandmovedbackuntilIwas

againstthewall..

Mom:What'sha..Fezi!!FezicometoAfro's

bedroomnow!!!!

.
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AFRO

Wedroveuptothecrashside.Thewasn'tanything

happeningthereanymore.Pluswegotlost.Only



theburntupcarwasthere.Feziwastheonewho

drove..

Mom:Ikeepontryingherphone,It'soff

Fezi:Inthisstate,Shewouldn'thaveaphonewith

herifshe'sstillalive

Mom:Fezi

Me:He'sright..3peoplewerepresumeddead

already

Mom:Theywere5inthecar,Twosurvived.Let'sbe

hopeful

Me:NomvulaorNaomidying.Ican'tevenprocessit



Fezi:Insteadofstandinghere,Weshouldfinda

hospitalnearbyandcheckthereformore

information

Mom:That'sabetteridea..Let'sgo

SHANTEL

Idownedanotherglassofwhiskey.Tookadeep

breaththencalledAfro..

Afro:Shantel

Me:HeyIgotyourtext,Anyinformation?

Afro:No..Wejustleavingthecrashscene,It's

empty.Onlythecarofwhat'sleftofit



Me:I'msosorry

Afro:Wedrivingtohospitalsnearbyinsearchof

information

Me:I'llhearfromyou,I'malsoabouttodrivehome

Afro:Okay

Me:Iloveyou

Afro:Iloveyoutoo

LISA

Mom:Can'tweletherrestbeforequestioningher?



King:Iknowthisisatraumaticexperienceforher,

Butweneedalltheinformationofwhathappened

sowecanstartwithinvestigationsassoonas

possible

Me:It'sokayMom

MyMomandmyHiswerehere,AssoonasIcalled

themwhenIcalledmyhusbandtocome,Herushed

togettogetmymomthentheydrovestraighthere.

Icalledusingthehospitalphone..

Me:Weweredrivingbackfromthebeautyspa.

MbaliandIweredrinking.Wewasdrinkingchateau

delrei(rose),Shementionedthatshe'snotmuchof

adrinkerhencetwocanstookher

King:Nosurpriseit's7%



Me:Nomvulawasdriving,Iwassittingatthefront.

Thepassenger'sseat.Mbaliandthegirlsatthe

back.Naomiwasinbetweentheseats,Sethu

behindher.Asweweredrivingsuddenlytwocars

pulleduponus,Oneonourrightandoneonourleft.

Onecaropenedfire

King:Didyourecognizethecars?

Me:Notclearly.Itwasdarkandwhenfirewas

opened,Wepanicked.Startedscreaming.Nomvula

triedtogetusoutoftheroad,Asshetriedtheother

carbumpeduspreventingusfromgettingoffthe

road.Nomvulatried,Sheforcedthroughandbefore

Iknowitthecarflippedupsidedown

King:NomvulawasdrivingaMercedesright?

Me:Yes



King:Theyhardlyflip,Mercedescarareofgood

designespeciallytheexpensiveones.Would've

switchedoff

Me:Itflipped,IrememberclearlybecauseIwas

wokenupbythesmellofgas.Thegaswasleaking.

King:Thenitmeansthatthesepeoplewere

followingyouguys,Knewwhereyouwereand

tamperedwiththecar

Me:Iwasdisorientated,ButIknewwehadtoget

outofthere.Gasleaking,Thatwasn'tgood.I

unclippedtheseatbelt.Thedoorwasjammed.By

nowothercarshadstoppedandwerehelpingusto

getoutbeforethecarcaughtfire.Whilstothers

calledforhelp.Nomvulaandthem,Wasabithard

gettingthemout.Nomvula'sseatbeltwasstuck

theyhadtocutitwithapocketknifetogetherout.

Mbaliandthegirls,Theygotthemouttoo.I

remembersomeoneshoutingtheyshouldn'tbe



touched,Apparentlyyoudon'tmoveaninjured

persontopreventfurtherdamage.Buttheyhadto

getthemoutbecausethecarwasleaking.Just

aftermaybe6minofgettingallofusout,Thecar

caughtfire

King:Whereyoutheonlyoneconscious?

Itouchedmynecklace.

Me:Mymomisaspiritualperson,Shegavemethis

necklacealongtimeago.Nowit'sbroken

Mom:It'scalled"Theevileye"itwardsoffevil,Forit

tobreak.Itmeansit'sjobwasdone,Itservedit's

purposeofprotection

Me:ThoughIgotshotinmyhip



King:WasNomvulaconscious?

Me:No..Issheokay?Theothers?

King:Nomvulaisgoingtobeokay,Still

unconsciousbuttheDrsaysshemightwakeup

tomorrow.Shewasn'tshot,Justhaveafew

scratches.UnfortunatelyMbaliwastheonewho

sustainedmorebullets.Shewasshot8times.Itis

believedthroughtheshootingshetriedtoprotect

thegirlsbyhuggingthemthereforeshesustained

mostbullets.Naomiherskullwaswideopen,You

couldliterallyseeherbraintissue.Sethubroke

almostallherbonesandwasshottwice

Me:OhwmyGod(Crying)

King:Andthenyoutoo.Youwereshotonyourhip,

Nomvulawastheonlyonewhowaslucky.She

didn'tsustainmuchinjuriesonlyshockalmosttook



her

Myhusbandhuggedme..

King:Thankyoufortheinformation,It'llhelpagreat

deal..Wewillcontactyoufromtimetotime

Mom:Thankdetective

Kingwalkedout..

Mom:I'msosorrybabythatyouhadtogothrough

this,Allofyou

Me:Thekidsdidn'tdeservethis,Couldn'tyouseeit?

Mom:Itwasspirituallydriven,Youguyswereatthe

rightplaceatthewrongtime.Itwasn'ttheactof



witchcraftandallthat,Justaveryunfortunateevent

Husband:It'sokay..ItisasadsituationbutIam

happythatyoumadeit.I'mgratefultoGodforyour

life

SKNDLOVU

Nomvuladidwakeup,Butshewasscaredand

disoriented.Panickingandallthat,Theyhadto

sedatehertomakehersleep..

Thecoronerallowedmetocheckthebodies.Mbali,

Sethu,andNaomi..

IkeptonlookingatSethuwhenKingwalkedin..

King:IspoketoLisa..Thiswasnoaccident,This



wasahit

Me:Itwas..AndIknowfromwho

King:Who?

Me:Sergio,HisSongavemeamessagefromhis

Dadthenadaylaterthisishappens?

King:Let'snotoverthinkthis

Me:Comeon!I'mtalkingtothebestDetectivetheis

King:Ijust..WhywouldSergiobethisdrastic?

Me:Probablywastryingtosendmeamessageand

itallwentwrong



King:Doyoufeelstronglyaboutthis?

Me:Yes

Thedoorflungopen,Coltwalkedin..

Colt:Ineedtoseeher!!Ineedtoseeher

King:It'sokay

Thesecuritylethimgoandwalkedout..

Coltslowlywalkeduptoher,Theywereonly

coveredhalfway.Heglanceddownather.

Iwalkeduptohim..



King:Sk

Me:Youknowwhodidthis??Youknowwhodidthis?

Helookedatmeconfusedwithhistearyeyes...

Itookoutmyarmslingandgrabbedhisjacket..

King:Sk!

Me:Yourfatherdidthis!!8bulletsonherback!!

Idraggedhimtotheothertable...

Me:ThisismyDaughterSethu.80%ofherbones

arebroken,andshewasshotinherheadand



shoulder..Getoverhere!!

Me:ThisismystepdaughterNaomi!!Herskullis

open,Youcanliterallyseeherbrain

Iwentandpinnedhimagainstthewall..

Me:Yourfatherdidthis!!Themessageyouwere

givingme,Iswhathappenedtoday!!

King:Sk

Kingcametobreakmeofffromhim..Coltsankto

thegroundcrying..

Me:Thisiswhatyouwerestandingupforduring

thedinnerdate!!Doyouknowhowmanyliveshe's

takenandruined?HeplayedGod!!!HeplayedGod!!



.
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NOMVULA

(3DAYSLATER)

Iwasstillatthehospitalbuttobedischarged

tomorrow.Iwasstillshakenbywhathappened,And

numbtothenewsoflosingmyDaughter,Mbali,

AndSethu..

Itriedtorecallthewholeaccident,ButIhadno

completememoryofit.WhenIpulledoutofthe

roadandtheothercaractuallybumpedusonthe



backuntilweflipped,Islippedintoan

unconsciousness..

Afroknocked..

Ilookedathimashewalkedin..

Afro:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Hepulledthechairandsatdownwithoutsaying

anything..

Afro:I'msorryforwhathappened

Me:Idon'tfeelanger,Idon'tfeelhurt.NotbecauseI

can'tfeel,ButbecauseIdon'tbelieveitasyet.It's



stillsoundsforeigntome,Itfeelsunreal.Naomi

can'tbedead

Afro:WhenIfoundoutmyself,Icouldn'taccept.

Thecoronersaidthatbythetimetheygotherout,

Shewasalreadygone.Herskullwascrackedopen,

Braintissuemixedwithblood.Ilookedather

lifelessbodyonthetableastheywereabouttodo

theautopsy.Hereyeshadrolledatthebackofher

head

Iclosedmyeyes..

Afro:Theyfixedherthough,Forthefuneral

Me:Ifanythingelse,Itshould'vebeenme

MychestclosedasIstartedcrying..



Afro:I'vehiredaPItolookintoit

Me:Skisalsotirelesslyworkingonthecase

Afro:Everyoneisbusyonthecase,Wewillfind

justice

Heheldmyhand..

Afro:Wewillfindoutwhodidthis,Ipromise

SKNDLOVU

Istoodupasshewalkedin.Hertummywasstillbig,

She'sgonnapopsoon..Shenoticedmeandmade

herwaytome,Iopenedthechairforher.Before

sittingdown,Sheslappedmeacrosstheface..



Amanda:ItrustedmyDaughterwithyou!Kantiwhy

unjeSk?(Whyareyoulikethis)

Me:Amandapleasesitdown

Amanda:No!!IentrustedyouwithmyDaughter's

lifebecauseIwaswithsomeoneelsethatIdidn't

trustfullywithmydaughter.Onlyforyoutohave

mydaughtertakenaway,Itrustyouwithherand

youtrustherwithyourgirlfriend?

Me:It'snotNomvula'sfault

Amanda:Ofcourseitis!!(yelling)

Peoplelookedatus..

Amanda:Itis..Itisyourfault,Thatwomanis



unbelievablyrich!HowdoIknowakathwala

ngomntwana?(HowdoIknowshe'snotinacult?)

Almosteveryonediesandshesurvives?Withher

PA?Who'smotherissomehow"Spiritual?"shedid

comeoutthankingGodtheysurvived,Andyoudon't

findthisweird?

Me:Youthrowingaccusationsthathavenoshadow

ofproof.Nomvuladidn'tkillourDaughter?Iknow

whodid

Amanda:Who?

Me:Ican'ttellyouyetbecauseweneedconcrete

prooftyinghimtothemurder

Amanda:Ican'tbelieveyou!YouknowwhenIknew

aboutSweetnessandMihle,Ishould'veknownfrom

therethatyouarearedflag



Me:Canyousitdownsowecantalk?

Amanda:There'snothingtotalkabout,Nothingat

all!!

Sheturnedbackandleft....

LWANDLE(MANDISA'SDAUGHTER)

SphiweandI,Weendedupbeingexclusive.Wedid

gotoCapeTownandIgotabetterpositioninour

company,Betterpaytooandacompanycar.

SphiweandIwerentingaflattogetherinthe

meantime..

WhenMbalileft,Shetoldmeshe'svisitingGauteng.

Shewashappyaboutit,AndthenIhearnewsthat

she'snomore.Justlikethat??Iwasheartbroken.

MbaliandIgrewtobeclosewhenmymotherand



herfatherstarteddating.Shewaslikeasistertome.

Sphiwe:Sowhereareyougoingtostay?

Me:IspoketoNomvula,ShesaidIcancrashwith

themuntilthefuneral

Sphiwe:I'mtrulysorryaboutthis

Me:It'sokay,Shithappens

Sphiwe:Yourflightleavestomorrow,Here'syour

ticket

Me:Thankyou

Sphiwe:Ihavetogotowork



Me:I'lldriveyou,Let'sgo

THEMBI

Policecamethismorningtodeliverbadnews.A

bodywasfoundbythebushes.Naked,Badly

bruised.Inidentifyingthebody,ItwasKhosi..

ForsomereasonIfeellikeourfamilyhasadark

cloudlingering.Nomvulagetsintoanaccident,

LossesherdaughterandwealsoloseMbali.Now

Khosi'slifelessbodyhasbeenfoundbythebushes

murdered..

Mymindfrozealittle,WhilstIwastryingtoprocess

everything.KhosihasalotofkidsthatIwon'tbe

abletolookafter.Shedoesn'thaveafuneralcover,

Shehasnothing..



AnotherstresswashavingtotellNomvulaabout

this,She'sstillatthehospital..

Icalledher..

Vula:Ma

Me:VulaIhavemorebadnews

Vula:Whathappenednow?

Me:Khosiisnomore,Herlifelessbodywasfound

bythebushes

Vula:Kodwawhat'shappening?Somuchdeaths?



Me:Iamdefeated.Idon'tknowwhat'shappening

Vula:I'mgettingdischargedtomorrow,I'llstopby

andwetalk

Me:OkaySisi

SKNDLOVU

Igottotheoffice..Theofficeratthereception

calledme..

Officer:There'saColtthat'slookingforyou,Isent

himtoyouroffice

Me:He'sstillthere?

Officer:Yes.I'msorryIknowyoudon'tlikepeoplein



yourofficejustjustlikethatbut..He'ssloshedand

paranoid,Hewasscaryingpeople

Me:I'llhandleit

Iwalkedtotheoffice...Hewassittingonthechair,

Busyrockingherselfbackandforth.

Me:Colt

Helookedatme..Imademywayin.Helookedlike

hehasn'tsleptinalongtime.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Colt:Howfararewewiththecase?

Me:Weknowthemastermindbehindit,Butwe



don'thaveprooftotiehimtothemurders

Colt:Whatmoreproofdoweneedit?Hedidit

Me:Whenwasthelasttimeyouslept?

Colt:Idon'tknow..I'mathomeawakeandtryingto

findeventhelittleevidencetotiehim

Me:Youwaytoodisorientedandoff.Youwon'tfind

anythinglookinglikethisandbeinglikethis!Get

somerestfirst!

Henoddedrepeatedly..

Colt:Iwill..Iwill

NOMVULA



Me:Idon'tknowwhat'shappening.NowIregretnot

givingherthemoney

Afro:Youwouldn'thaveknownthatshewasin

trouble

Me:Afrowhat'shappening?I'mstilltryingto

processeverything.MbaliandNaomi'spassing

nowthis

Afro:Itisabadyearforus

Me:Itisindeed

.
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NOMVULA

Lateronthatday,Skcametoseeme..Withwhat

hasbeenhappening,I'mgratefulthatI'mstill

pregnant.Witheverythingthathastranspired,I'm

tryingsohardnottostressmyselftoamiscarriage..

Hewasmassagingmyfeet..

Me:Afrocametoseeme

Hestoppedandlookedatme..

Me:I'lltellhimnottocomeanymoreorcontactme



Sk:Why?

Me:Itseemsdisrespectfultoyou

Sk:YouandhimjustlostyourDaughter,Yougoing

throughamutualpain.Idon'tmind,Idon'ttrusthim

butItrustyou

Me:Itbothersyounot?

Sk:No..Whywoulditbotherme?I'mnotinsecure

Me:Howareyouholdingup?Eversincewhat

happenedIhaven'tseenyoubreakingdown

Sk:Cryingaboutitwon'tchangeit,Trustmeitdoes

hurtbutmybiggestgoalfornowisgettingthegirls

justice.Sometimesbadthingshappentogood



people,It'snotanyone'sfault.It'snotyourfault,

Andinthatsituationthere'snothingthatyou

could'vedonetopreventthesituation.OnlyGod

knowswhathappened,Andwhyithappened.The

painnevergoesaway,Youjustfindawaytolive

withit.SethuandNaomiwerecolourfulkids,

Broughtsomuchlifeandlight.Mbalidiedtryingto

protectthem,Herdeathshouldn'tbeinvaintoo.

Theywouldwantlifetomoveon,Becausethe

reasonyouhereandLisa.It'sbecause3souls

sacrificedtheirlives

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Thatisveryprofound

Sk:Mournit'sokaybutdon'tloseyourselfinthe

process.Theygone,Youhereandthere'sareason

whyyouhere



Ithoughtwhathappenedwasgoingtodriveus

apart,Butitseemstobebringingusmorecloser..

Sk:Wegoingtobefine,We'lltakeitonedayata

time

AFRO

Iwaswalkingbarefootfromthebedroom,Tothe

kitchen.Inthehallway,IheardShantelonthephone,

Istoppedtolistenmore..

Shantel:WhatUncledidwasoutoforder,Myplan

wasthatsheshouldkidnapRainandthatwasit.He

wentontomurderthem,Thesadpartisthatthe

culpritsurvived..It'sshitifyouaskme,Afroshould

neverfindoutaboutthis!

Iturnedaroundandwalkedbacktothebedroom



shockedatwhatI'vejustheard...

LISA(NOMVULA'SPA)

Me:Whaaaaaaat??

Mom:Yini?(What'swrong)

Me:Sk'sbabyMamapostedavideoontwitter

sayingNomvulasacrificedthekidsforrichesandI

helpedherbecausemyMotherisspiritual

Mom:What?

Me:Nomvulaseesthis,It'sgoingtokillherinside.

We'vejustbeenthroughsomethingdevastatingand

shehastheaudicitytosaythis?



Mom:She'sinpainandobviouslylookingfor

someonetoblame

Me:Howshe'shurtingshouldn'tbeanexcusefor

hertoactinthismanner.It'swrongwhatsheis

doing

Mom:IknowBabybutwhatcanwedo?Wecan't

changehowapersonthinksandwantstoact

Me:Iguessnot,Likehowevilcanwebetosacrifice

kidsforriches?

Mom:IthinkyouandNomvulashouldnotlookat

whattheInternetispostingbecauseitwillmess

withyouguys

Me:Iguessso



NOMVULA

LangashowedupwithFezile.Heisstayingwith

Afro'sMomupuntilIgetdischargedtomorrow..

Icanonlyimaginehowheisfeelingandwhathe's

goingthrough,HelovedNaomiwithallhisheart..

Me:FezithisisSk,AndSkthisisFezi..Langa's

Uncle

Fez:Weknoweachother

Sk:Veryfamiliarwitheachother

Me:How?

Fez:He'scometomyworkplaceafewtimesto



investigateme

Me:Investigateyou?

Sk:Nothingserious,Justroutine

Fez:I'llwaitforLangainthecar.Iwishyoua

speedyrecovery

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkedout..

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Sk:Nothingmuch



Langawalkedin,Hehadgonetobuyhimself

somethingtoeat..

Hewalkeduptomeandhuggedme..

Langa:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mgettingthere,Howareyouholdingup?

Langa:I'mtrying

Me:Iwantyoutomeetsomeone.ThisisSk,

RememberItoldyouabouthim?TheDEA?

Langa:YeahIremember

Me:SkthisismySon..Langa



Theyexchangedahandshake..

Sk:It'sgoodtofinallymeetyou

Langa:Youtoo

Sk:Heardyouplaybasketball?

Langa:Yes

Sk:Playedittoo

Langa:Really?

Sk:Yeah..Weshouldballsometimes,Showyouthe

oldschoolway



Langa:WeshouldandI'llshowyouthenew

generationway

Sk:Thegameneverchanges

Langa:Itdoesn't

Sk:I'msorryaboutyourSister,Iamworkinghardto

makesureshegetsjustice

Langa:Thankyou..I'msorryaboutyourdaughter

too

Sk:It'sokay

Theyseemedtobehittingitoffwell,IguessIwas

worriedfornothing...



SHANTEL

Iwalkedintothebedroom,Afrowasgetting

dressed..

Me:Goingsomewhere?

Afro:Yaawannadrivetothepharmacy,Myanxiety

isactingup

Me:It'sexpected,You'vebeenthroughalot

Afro:It'shardtobelievethatmyonlydaughteris

gone.IknowLangaishere,ButNaomiwasmy

bloodandmyhavingachildofmyown..5years

latershegetsmurdered



Me:Iknowthismightbeoffbut..Iwilluntiemy

tubesandwewillhaveallthekidsyouwant.Iknow

theywon'treplaceNaomi,Butyoucanstillhave

morekids

Afro:Whowoulddothis?Whowoulddosomething

likethis?It'sinhumane

Me:Peoplearecrueloutthere

Afro:Theyare..Letmego,I'llberightback

Me:Okay..Youdon'twantmetogowithyou?

Afro:NoI'llbefine..I'llberightback

Me:Okay



Hekissedmeonmycheekandwalkedout..

COLT(MBALI'SFIANCÉ)

IlovemyFiancé.LovedherfromtheveryfirsttimeI

metheratschool.Onetimeweprepareatripto

Gautengandshemeetsheruntimelydeath..My

ownFathertookawaymyhappiness,Andtheonly

womanI'veloved..

Dad:ColtIknowyouhurting

Ilockedmyphoneandputitaway..

Dad:IftherewassomethingIcoulddotobringher

backIwouldmyboy,ButIcan't.She'sgone.You

arerighttofeelhowyoufeeling,AndI'mtrulysorry



Ilookedathimlyingtomeinmyface..

Dad:Youneedtoacceptthesituation,Mournbut

don'tstayinthispainforever.Youstillyoung,You'll

meetsomeoneelse

Me:Youspeakingasiflikeshedidn'tmatter."You

stillyoung,You'llmeetsomeoneelse"

Dad:Ididn'tmeanitthatway

Me:RightnowI'mnotevensureifyoubeingsincere,

HowdoIknowyounotbehindthis?

Dad:IpromisedyouthatI'llnevertouchherandI

didn't.YougivingmewaytoomuchcreditSon,I'd

neverputyouthroughthatpain

.
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Onethingaboutpainisthat,Ithitsharderwhenyou

alone.Justsittingandhavingnothingtodo,That's

whereyourthoughtscomecrashingdown.Itwas

moreeasierwhenSkandLangawerehere,They

keptmebusythatIdidn'tthinkaboutwhatIwas

goingthrough.Losingachild,IsonepainthatI

can'treallydescribeunlessyou'vebeenthroughit

thenyou'llknow..

Skwalkedbackin.Iquicklywipedmytears,Hewas

holdingacupofcoffeeandafile..



Me:Ithoughtyouweregoingbacktotheoffice

Sk:IdidbutIthoughtIcouldjusttakemywork,

Comeandworkhereovernight

Me:Youdidn'thavetoo

Sk:Iwanttoo,BecauseIalsoneedyourhelp

Heputthefileandcoffeeontopofthecabinet.He

walkeduptome,Satonthebedandwipedmytears.

Thenheheldmyhand..

Sk:I'mgoingtodoacertainexercisewithyouabout

whathappenedonthenightoftheaccident

Me:Itoldyou,Idon'tremembermuch



Sk:Iknowandsoyousaidbut..BabyIwon'tbeable

tocrackthiswithoutyourhelp.Ineedyoutohelp

mesoIcangetjusticeforthegirls

Me:It'snotlikeIdon'twanttoo,Itwasdarkand

everythinghappenedsofast

Sk:Idon'twantyoutotellmeabouttheroad,Iwant

totakeyoubackonthebeautyspa

Me:Okay

Sk:Yougoingtocloseyoureyes,Tellmewhat

happenedatthebeautyspafromwhenyouguys

gottheretowhenyouleft

Me:OkayI'lltry



Sk:Anythingthatyoucanremember

Inodded....

Sk:Yougottothebeautyspaandthenwhat

happened?

Me:Wedrovein,Thegirlswereexcitedlysingingat

theback.MbaliwasdrinkingwithLisa.Lisawas

sittinginthepassenger'sseat

Sk:Okay..Youdoingwell

Me:Icouldn'tfindaspottopark,Ididn'tknow

wheretheparkinglotwas

Sk:Thenwheredidyoupark?



Me:Asecurityguardactuallywalkeduptous,To

myside

Sk:Tellmeabouthislooks

Me:Hewaswhitebutlookedforeign.Blackhair,

Tallandwellbuilt

Sk:Whatkindofuniformwashewearing?

Me:Black,Allblack

Sk:Didhehaveanametag?

Me:YesCarpo

Sk:Thenwhathappened?



Me:Irolleddownmywindow,Hegreetedus.He

lookedatallofus.Scanningus

Sk:Youdoinggood..I'mproudofyou

Me:Wait..Aftergreetingheaskedusstraight"Do

youladieshaveaproblemwithparking?"..Isaidyes,

Thenhedirectedustotheparkinglot

Sk:Thenwhathappened?

Me:Theparkinglotwasnotthatfar,Islowlypulled

upwithhimfollowingus.Checkedhimonmyside

mirrorandhetouchedmycaronatthesidejustby

thetrunk

Sk:Hetouchedyourcar?



Me:Yes

Iopenedmyeyes..

Me:Isthatimportant

Sk:Very

Me:Whatdoesitmean?

Sk:Itmeanshe'ssomeonewhoknowsthelaw.

Copstendtodothattoleavetheirfingerprints

incasethecarwasstolenorifthecaryoudrivingis

theonetheylookingfor

Me:Thinkingofit.Whenweparked,Gotourthings

andmadeourwayin.Thewasanothersecurity



guardbythedoor,Hewaswearingadifferent

uniformfromCarpo

Sk:Really?

Me:Yes..OhhmyGoodnesswerewefollowedto

thebeautyspa?

Sk:Moreliketheyalreadyknewaboutit

Me:Who?Andhow?

Sk:Mbali

Me:Mbali?

Sk:ShemusttoldColt,Hetoldhisfather



Me:Whatdoeshisfatherhavetodowiththis?

Sk:Wesuspectinghe'stheonebehindwhat

happened,Sergio

Me:Sergiothemanyou'vebeentailing?

Sk:Yes

Me:Yourworkcostusthelivesof3innocent

peopleandyourexwifehastheaudicitytogo

onlineandtalkshitaboutme?

Sk:Howdidyoufindoutaboutthat?

Me:OneoftheNursesshowedme



Sk:Amandaisjusthurtingandlookingforsomeone

toblame

Me:Bydamagingmyreputation?Tellingliesabout

me?Whyisn'tsheblamingyou?

Sk:Sheis,WhenImetupwithhershegavemea

mouthful

Iexhaled...

Sk:Iamsorry,Youdon'tdeservethis

Me:Whydidn'tyoujustlethimbe?

Sk:It'smyjobtoputpeoplelikehimaway

Me:HowdoIknowthatI'msafe?MySonissafe?



Sk:BecauseIdon'tthinkhisintentionswereto

harmyouguys

Me:Hedid

Sk:IknowandI'msorry..IpromiseyouthatI'llfixit

Me:Afrofindsoutaboutthis,He'sgoingtoblame

me

Sk:Ireallydon'tcareaboutwhathesaysandyou

shouldn'teither,Becauseifheknowsyouwell.He

willknowthatyouwouldneverputyourownchildin

dangerlikethat

AFRO



Me:Sowhatdoyousay?

Fez:Isayit'sbullshit

Me:SheorchestratedthemurderofmyDaughter,

There'snobullshitaboutthat

Fez:AfroyouwantmetohelpyouhaveShantel

soldintothesexslaveindustry.Shantelhasan

Unclethat'swellconnected,Andveryrich.Don'tyou

perhapsthinkthathewillcometoheraid?

Me:Deathwillbetooeasy.ComeonFez

Fez:Iknowbutthisisnotit

Me:NotifItakeaholidaywithher..SaytoBrazil,

ThenIleaveherthere



Fez:Afro

Me:She'snotgoingtogetarrested,There'snot

enoughprooftolockherup

Fez:Sellingherisabitofastretch

Me:Iknowthatverywell,HenceIaskedyoufor

help.Youapilot,Travelledagreatdeal.Youknow

peoplefromfarawaywhocandothis

Fez:Weactuallydon'thavetogothatfarforthat.I

thinkwecanpullitthrough,JustyouandI..Here's

theplan

Me:I'mlistening



COLT(MBALI'SFIANCÉ)

Iloadedthegunwithbulletsandthenwentto

dinningtablewherehewassittingwithLaura

enjoyinghismeal..

Dad:Son..I'mgladyoucamedowntojoinus

Ipointedthegunathim..

Laura:Ohwmygoodness

Dad:Coltwhatareyoudoing?

Me:Iwantyoutolookmeintheeyeandtellmeyou

notbehindMbali'sdeathandthepoorinnocent

souls



Dad:Itoldyou,ImadeapromisetoyouthatI

wasn'tgoingtohurtMbaliandIdidn't

Me:Don'tlietome!

Dad:ThisismadnessColt!!

Me:Tellmeyoudidn'tkillMbali!!

Hestoodupandlookedatme..

Dad:YoumySon,I'dneverhurtyoulikethat.Iknow

youhurting,AndIknowI'mnottotallythebest

personintheworldbutfamilyisofflimits!Yousaw

IspentthedaywithShantel

Isodesperatelywantedtopullthetrigger..



Dad:IfyouthinkI'mguiltythenshootme,Shootme

now

Islowlyloweredthegun..

Dad:Iwillhelpyoufindthepeoplewhodidthis,And

Iwon'trestuntiltheypayforwhattheydid!!

SKKHOZA

Nomvulawaspeacefullysleeping.Itookmyphone

andwalkedoutoftheward..

IcalledKacee..

Kacee:Sk



Me:Ineedyourhelp

Kacee:Talktome

Me:WeknowSergioisbehindthis

Kacee:Yesandweseetryingtobringhimin

Me:Wewon'ttryanymore

Kacee:Idon'tunderstand

Me:PeoplelikeSergioneverpayfortheirsins.Even

ifwedobringhimIn,Hewillbeout.Unfortunately

thejusticesystemisalongchain.Afterwebring

himin,It'sinthehandsofthoseaboveustojudge

himandweknowthechainthereisflawed



Kacee:Whatareyousaying?

Me:I'msayingthatwenotbringingSergioin,We

aregoingtokillhim

Kacee:Sk

Me:Iamdoingthis

Kacee:Areyousure?

Me:RightnowI'mtakingalotofstress

IwalkeduptothedoorandlookedatNomvula..

Me:I'mnotreadytolosethewomanIlove



Kacee:Thenwegoanddoit,We'vebeenpaying

hideandseekwithhimforalongtime

Me:Thenwedoit

SHANTEL

Afrowalkedin..

Me:Wherehaveyoubeen?I'vebeenworriedsick

aboutyou.Sinceyouleftgoingtothepharmacy

Afro:Ipassedbyathome

Me:Ohw

Afro:hadtocheckuponLanga



Me:Howisheholdingup?

Afro:It'shard..It'shardonallofus

Me:Icanimagine,I'mtrulysorryaboutwhat

happenedifthere'sanythingIcoulddo

Afro:It'sokay..I'mgoingtobed,Goodnight

Me:Iloveyou

Afro:Yeah

.
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Fez:Letmegetthisstraight.SameDEAthatwason

myass,IsthesameDEAneedinghelpfrommeto

killSergio

KaceeandI,Cametotherealizationthatwecan't

pullthisoffonourown.Actuallywecan,Butit'll

delaymorethanitshould.Weneededsomeone

whoknowsSergiobetterthanus..

Fez:Youguysperfectlywantmetohelpyou

commitacrime,Where'sthelawinthat?Sk?

Principle?

Me:Sometimeswhenfamilyisinvolved,Principles

havetobebypassed



Fez:Idon'tknowifIcoulddothis

Me:NaomiisyourNiece,Ifyousawthestateshe

wasinwhentheywerefound.You'ddothiswithout

secondguessing

Fez:FinebutIalsoneedyourhelp

Me:I'mlistening

Fez:Someoneelsewasinvolved,ItwasnotSergio

only

Me:Who?

Fez:MyBrother'sfiancé



Me:Howsureareyou?

Fez:100%sure,Howdoyoufeelaboutworkingwith

yourgirlfriend'sexhusband?

Isatdown..

Me:Hitme

NOMVULA

Afro:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Youdidn'thavetocomeandfetchme

Afro:Momwantedtoseeyou,Andwehaveto

discussthefuneralarrangements



Me:IneverthoughtonedayI'dbeburyingmyown

child

Afro:Atleastyoupregnant,After9monthsyou

goingtohaveareplacementforNaomi

Me:youthinkthisiswhatitis?Thisiswhat's

happening?JustbecauseI'mgoingtohaveanother

baby.Thatbabyisgoingtobeareplacementfor

Naomi?ThisisexactlywhyyouandIdidn'tworkout

atall

Afro:Don'tstart..Wedidn'tworkforanentirely

differentreason

Me:Noit'sbecauseyouareashittyperson!!

Afro:I'mnotshittyI'mjust..I'mscared



Me:Scaredofwhat?

Afro:Iwon'thaveyouinmylifeanymoresince

Naomiisnomore

Me:Langaishere

Afro:Iamhisstepfather,Skishisstepfather.

Langawilladapttoanymanyoubring,Hedoesn't

haveachoice

Me:Hedoeshaveachoice,Andthisisnota

competition.Sk'sinvolvementinLanga'slifeisnot

acompetition.Langalovesyou,Andyou'llalways

behisfather

Afro:Ifyousayso..Let'sgo



SKNDLOVU

Me:OkayIhearyoubutthisShanteldidn't

orchestratethis

Fez:AfrobelievesShantelisinvolvedandwantsher

takenouttooinacertainway

Me:Ofcoursehedoes.Yourlittlebrotherisa

womanbeater,Hewouldn'tthinktwiceaboutthis

Fez:Reallyifwegonnabeworkingtogether,You

needtoworkonthethingsyousay.It'sjustified

murder,It'sasgoodasherpullingthetrigger

herself

Me:Iamnotgoingtotortureawomantodeath



Fez:Youdon'thavetoo,We'llhaveitarranged

Me:Sowhyareyoutellingme?

Fez:Wearenotlookingtogotojail

Me:I'mDEA,Nothomicide

Fez:Alittlebirdytoldthatyouarefriendswiththe

homicidedepartment

Ilaidbackonthechair..

Fez:It'sgoodtoseeweinbusiness

NOMVULA



Afro:Doyouloveme?

Me:Huh?

Afro:Doyoustillloveme?

Me:I'vebeenwithyouforyears,Itwouldbe

awkwardifIwokeuponedayandwastotallydone

withtheloveIhadforyou

Afro:Doyoulovehim?

Me:Sk?

Afro:Yeah



Me:Morethanyouthink

Afro:Howishedifferent?

Me:He'sloving,Morepatientwithmeandmy

happinessmatterstohim

Afro:Isee

Me:Anymoreinterrogation?

Afro:No

Me:Thankyou..I'dlikeforyoutoleavemeinpeace

untilwegettoyourMother'shouse

SHANTEL



ThismorningIwenttoseeColt,Unclesaidhe

pulledagunonhimlastnight..

Colt:Iknowhe'sbehindthis,Maybehe'sintentions

weren'ttokillbuthe'sbehinditall

Me:Colt..Unclelovesyou,Hewon'tdoanythingto

jeopardisethetherelationshipyoutwohaveandI

knowforafacthewouldneverhurtMbali

Colt:WhenDadwantswhathewants,Doesn't

matterwhoisintheway

Me:Yaabuthewouldneverdosomethingto

deliberatelyhurtyou.Youshouldknowbetter

Colt:Doesn'tmatter



Me:Ithinkyouneedcounselling.Mbaliwas

someonewhomeantsomuchtoyou

Colt:Idon'tneedcounselling

Me:Yesyoudo..Unlessyouwantthepaintobring

forthyouruntimelydeath

Colt:I'llbefineassoonasjusticeprevails

SERGIO

Hewalkedinandsatoppositeme..

Kacee:Youcalled



Me:Indeed..IknowSkisgoingtogoinghardon

thiscaseeventhoughhe'snothomicide

Kacee:YoukilledhisDaughter,Hisstepdaughter,

Andhurthisgirlfriend

Me:Thatwasnottheintentiontokillthelittleones,

Unfortunatelythepeoplewhodidthis.Theymust've

misunderstood

Kacee:Eitherwayit'shappened

Me:Tellme,Howfarishewiththecase?

Kacee:Heknowsit'syou

Me:I'mnotdenyingthat,Ijustwannaknowhow

he'sgoingtocatchme



Kacee:He'snotplanningtoo

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Kacee:Heisnotgoingtoapprehendyou,He's

planningtokillyou.WiththehelpoftheBrothers,

FeziandhislittleBrother

Kacee:Isitnow?

Kacee:Itis

.
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Me:AsiyekeMaJele,Zogcinaingidina(Let'sleaveit

becauseit'sgoingtoirritateme)

Vula:Hejustdroppedmeoffathishouse,ThenI'll

gotomineandgohome.I'mheretogetLanga,

Thenyoucanpickusup

Me:Idon'thaveaproblemwiththat,Ijusthavea

problemwithyoulettingyourexhusbandcome

pickyouupwhenyoutoldmethatLisaistheone

pickingyouup

Vula:Lisa'slegisinjured

Me:Thenwhydidn'tyoucallme?



Vula:Ididn'tcalltoargue

Me:I'mnotarguingI'mjusttellingyouthatthisis

goingtoirritateme

Vula:Okaykeaskies

Me:Younotsorry,Youjustsorrybecauseyou

fuckedup

Kaceewalkedin..

Me:Kaceeishere,Ihavetogo

Vula:I'llseeyoulater



Me:Iloveyou

Vula:Iloveyoutoo

Iplacedmyphoneonmydesk..

Me:Whereyoucomingfrom?

Kacee:Iwentouttogetsomethingtoeat,Howdidit

gowithFez?

Me:He'sgame,Butnowwehavetoplaydumb

Kacee:Iamnotfollowing

Me:Thehitlisthasincreased,Shantelisalso

somehowinvolved.Sergio'sNieceandAfro'sfiancé



Kacee:NoSk..Thisisgoingtobemessy

Me:Wejustplaydumb,Actlikewedidn'tsee

anything

Kacee:Involvingawoman?Whoarewe?

Me:It'snotourjobwejustturningablindeye

Kacee:It'snotforustodecide,It'shomicideand

Kingdoesn'tturnablindeyeforshit

NOMVULA

Aftermakingthatphonecall,Iwentinsidethe

house.Patgotemotionalwhenshesawme,She

huggedmeandcried.Ialsogotemotional.I'vebeen



tryingveryhardtokeepitalltogether,Formysanity

andalsoforthebabythatI'mcarrying..

Pat:I'msosorry

Me:I'mtryingsohardnottobreakdown

Pat:Youneedtoo,Ifyoudon't.Youwon'theal

Me:Ijustcan'tbelieveshe'sgone,Justlikethat

Pat:Metoo..Naomiwasfulloflife,Youngandthis

isnotfair

Me:Losing3peopleallatonce.Naomi,Mbali,And

Khosi..Idon'tknowwhatbadluckisthis

Pat:It'sthewillofGodmychild,OnlyGodknows



AFRO

Me:YoutoldSkthatShantelisinvolved?

Fez:Weneedthelawforthis

Me:He'sgoingtotellVula,AndVulaisgoingtohate

me.Backtosquareone

Fez:WhatwasIsupposedtodo?

Me:Sowhatdidhesay?

Fez:Hesayshe'sgoingtohelpusifwehelphimkill

Sergio



Me:Skisreadytoplayontheothersideofthelaw?

Fez:PersonallyIfeellikeit'sgood.Ialsoneedtobe

ridofSergioonceandforall

SHANTEL

Me:Puttinghiminamentalinstitution?That'sabit

ofastretchUncle

Sergio:I'mkeepinghimsafe,EspeciallysinceIhear

Skisplanningtokillme

Me:It'snotbotheringyou?

Sergio:Hecan'tjustkillme,Heneedstoplanwell.

He'sDEAremember?Hecan'thavethiscoming

backtobitehimintheass



Me:Sowhat'stheplan?

Sergio:NowI'mnotcallingahitonhisfamilyetc,

I'mcallingitonhim

Me:Idon'tknowwhatI'lldoifAfrofoundout

Sergio:Itiswell,Wewillfixit.Timeforgamesis

over

NOMVULA

Pataccompaniedmehome.MyAuntwasthere,

Matressonthefloor.Momsittingthere..

Pat:I'mtrulysorryaboutwhathappened,

Alwehlangalungehlanga



Mom:Thankyou

Me:IwantNaomitobeburiedthisweek,SoMbali

andKhosicanbeburiedonthesameday

Mom:Ithinkthat'sagoodidea

Pat:Italsosavesmoneythantohaveseparate

funeralsforboth

Mom:Yiqiniso(That'strue)

Mom:Iwon'tbeabletoattendNaomi'sfuneral

Me:Iunderstand..Auntywillbegoingbackforth

andforthwithyou,Thenyou'llgivemeaquotation



Mom:SiyabongaVula.Forgivingyoursisterand

Nieceadignifiedfuneral

Me:Mam'PatisgoingtohelpmewithNaomi's

funeral,She'scomingoveruntilthefuneral

Mom:ThankyouPat

Pat:Noneed,Wearefamily

SKNDLOVU

Me:Howarethefuneralarrangementscoming

along?

Amanda:Theycomingalongwell

Me:HowmuchamItosend?



Amanda:She'sinmyfuneralpolicysoeverythingis

takencareof

Me:Everything?Amandashe'smydaughtertoo.I

wanttodoright

Amanda:Tombstone?

Me:OkayI'llgoandcheckthemout

Amanda:Sharp

Me:Sharp

AFRO



Ilookedatmyphoneringinguntilitstopped,Itwas

Shantel..

Victoria:Sir

Me:Yes?

Victoria:Shantelisontheline

Me:TellherI'mbusy

Victoria:YesSir

Me:Thankyou

.
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Icouldn'thaveSkcomefetchmebecauseIwas

goingtomyhousewithAfro'sMother.Ididn'twant

anyawkwardnessbetweenthistrip.Patdroveusto

thehouse.ItwasMe,Her,Lwazi,AndLwandle.

Lwandlearrivedyesterday,StayedatherMom's

placethentravelledtoAfro'shousesoshecould

comewithus..Idon'tmindLwandlestayingwithus

forthedurationofthefuneral,She'salovelykidand

wasthatclosewithMbali.Onewouldswearthat

theyarebloodsisters..

Lwandle:IwassoexcitedmovingdowntoCape

Town,Becauseshewasthere.We'vespentsome

timeapartwhenshewenttoschoolandIremained

inGauteng.LearningabouthertragicdeathandI



don'tevenhavethefulldetailsonwhathappened

Me:WhathappenedtoMbali,IfIdidn'tknowbetter

I'dsayit'switchcraft.Shehadabrightfutureahead

ofherand..

Langacametome..

Langa:CanIborrowyourphoneIwannacallSk

Me:Why?

Langa:Aboutsomething..It'sbetweenmeandhim

Me:Ohw

Hepickeditupfromthetable..



Langa:I'llbringitback

SKNDLOVU

Iopenedthebeers.FeziandAfroweresittinginthe

livingroom.Myplaceandthekitchenit'sjustone

openspace,Thenthebathroomandbedroomtwo

differentrooms...

Kacee:Arewesurewecantrustthem?

Me:Yes

Myphonerang..

Me:It'sNomvula



Kacee:I'lltakethebeerstothem

Hewalkeduptothem..Ipickedup..

Me:MaJele

Langa:Hey..It'sme

Me:Langa..What'sup?

Langa:Iwascallingtocheckwhenyou'llbefree,

Remembertheminitripweplanned?

Me:Yes..Tomorrownightareyoufree?

Langa:Yeah



Me:ForwardmeyourcontactsusingyourMom's

phone

Langa:Okaycool

Me:CoolChamp

Afrowalkeduptome..

Afro:HeycanIhaveaword

Me:Yeahsure

Afro:Idon'tknowifyou'vetoldheralreadybut..

Pleasedon'ttellNomvulathatShantelwasinvolved

Me:Ididn'ttellher,AndIwasn'tplanningondoingit.

It'snotmyplace



Afro:Ijustdon'twanthertogetmadalloveragain

andhateme

Me:Don'tworry..Igotyou

Afro:Cool

Me:Listen

Helookedatme..

Me:Wecan'ttrustKacee..He'sworkingforSergio

Afro:Huh?

Me:Wehaveaplan..Thenwehavetheplan.He



onlyknowsaplan,Butdoesn'tknowtheplan

Afro:Dammit

Me:SotheplanwillonlyrunbetweenYou,Me,And

Fez

Afro:Doyoutrustus?

Me:NobutItrustwehaveacommonenemy.An

enemyofmyenemyisa..

Afro:Friend

Me:Don'tplayyourself..Analliance

Afro:Nottoobad



Me:Afrowenotfriends,We'llneverbeandthis

missionisn'tgoingtomakeusfriends

Afro:Understood

Iwalkedaway....

NOMVULA

Patwascooking..

Me:LwandlecanItalktoyou?

Lwandle:Yaasure

Me:Howhappyareyouinyourcurrentjob?



Lwandle:It'snotbad,Paysthebills

Me:Iwannaofferyouapositioninmycompany,

ThenIwannatrainandgroomyoufortheCEO

position

Shelaughed..Thenlookedatme..

Lwandle:Youbeingserious?

Me:Iseealotofmyselfinyou

Lwandle:Inwhatway?

Me:Inalotofway.Comingfromabrokenfamily

etc..Isawyourface,Employeeoftheyear



Lwandle:Idon'thaveanybackgroundexperience

norknowledgeofthetobacco

Me:Ilearned..Yousmart,You'lllearn

Lwandle:Yeahsure..I'dlovethatalot,Wow..

Me:FixyoursituationinCapeTown,Comeback

andapositionwithaslightlybetterpaywillbe

waitingforyou

Lwandle:Thankyou..Iwon'tdisappointyou,Ihope

so

SKNDLOVU

WhenKaceewenttothebathroom,WefilledFezin..



Fez:Sonofabitch!!

Me:Indeed

Fez:Whyarewekeepinghimaround?

Me:Youdon'tshowatraitorthatyouknow,Stickto

aplan

Kaceecameback,Heputhisphoneinhispocket..

Kacee:Sowherearewestanding?

Afro:Okaysohere'saplan

NOMVULA



Pat:Whoisthat?

Me:Idon'tknow,Saidthewantstotalktomeabout

Langa

Iwenttoopenthedoor.Somewomanwalkedin

withherDaughter..

Me:Goodevening

Woman:SawubonaSisi(Goodevening)

Me:MayIhelpyou?

Woman:Yes..IamPhumzile,ThisismyDaughter

Zintle

Me:Okay



Woman:Ihavebeenmeaningtocomehereandtalk

toyou

Me:About?

Sheunzippedherbagandtookoutastick..A

pregnancytest..

Phumzile:Mydaughteris17doinggrade11.She's

3monthspregnantbyyourSon

Me:Langaaaa!!!!!!

.
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ThegirlandherMotherweredownstairs.Iwas

upstairswithLangainhisbedroom,Tryingtofind

outwhathappened.IhadalreadycalledAfro,Iwas

waitingforhimtocome.Iwasbusypacingupand

down,Ididn'tevenrealizeLangawassexually

active..Hedidn'tsayanything,Hewasglancing

downathisearphones..

Me:Atleasttellmethisgirlisframingyouor

something

Langa:She'snot

Me:Ohhmyword..OhhmyGoodness!You..Langa,

How?Why?Whathappened??



Langa:Weweredatingsincefromlastyearlate,

Andthisyearwestartedhavingsex.3monthsago

wehadsexandwedidn'tuseacondom

Me:Where?

Langa:Here..Inyourbed

Me:Youungratefulbrat!!

Iputmyhandsonhisneckandhefellbackonhis

bedwithmyhandsaroundhisneck.Ifeltsomeone

pullingmeback..

Afro:Rainwait!!

Me:IswearI'mgoingtokillyou!!



Afroheldmetight..

Afro:Calmdown!!..Calmdown

Me:Letgoofme!!

Afro:Calmdownandgodownstairs,I'lltalktohim

Ilookedathimwhilstpointingathim..

Me:Wena!!I'llshowyouyourMom!

Afrochuckled..

Me:Talktohim,Thisbetterbeanightmarethatwe

allgoingtowakeupfrom!!



Imademywaydownstairs...

SKNDLOVU

IdrovedowntomyGrandparentsplace..

MyparentsdiedwhenIwasyoung,Iwasraisedby

myGrandparents.Bothofthem.WithGod'sgrace,

Theyarestillalive..

Theywerehappytoseeme.Iamtheonlychildborn

tomyparents..

Itamazesmehowbothofthemarestillstrong

people,MyGrandmothercleans,Cooks,Etc.She

doesn'tliketobehelpedatall..

Grams:ThisiswhyIpreparedadumplingandbeef



stew,It'slikeIknewyouwerecoming

Me:Icouldsmellitfromthegate

Grams:It'ssogoodtoseeyoubaby

Me:It'sgoodtoseeyoutooNana

MyGrandfatherwalkedtothekitchen..

Grandpa:Iheardyoudatingagirlwhohasa

tobaccocompany,ThatmeansI'llbegettingweed

forfree

Me:Dodoit'sgoodtoseeyoutoo

Grandpa:I'mnothappytoseeyou,Everytimeyou

comeIhavetohidemyweed



Me:YounotsmokingweedDodo,Yousmoke

tobaccoinapipeandnoit'slegalyouwon'tgoto

jailforit

Grandma:Howareyouholdingup?Igotsickwhen

youtoldmeSethupassedon

Me:I'mtryingNana

Iamstrongemotionally,AndIdon'tnormallyshow

myemotions.OnlybecauseIwasraisedbystrong

people.MyGrandparentsarestrong..

Grandma:Areweallowedtogotothefuneral?Her

familydoesn'tlikeusverymuch

Me:It'safuneral,Theycan'tverballyattackusata

funeral



Grandma:Ihopesotoo

Me:I'mgoingtospendanight

Grandma:I'mgoingtoprepareyourroomthen

Me:I'mgoingtocatchupwithDodooutsideandhis

chickens

AFRO

Me:Sowhathappened?

Langa:ImadeZeepregnant

Me:Iknow,ButIwannaknowwhathappened



Langa:Weweredrunk,ItwaswhenyouandMom

wentawayforthatweekend,Naomiwasat

Grandma's

Me:Whenyousaidyouwerehavingfriendsover?

Langa:Yeah..ItwasZee

Me:Langa

Langa:Wewereverydrunk

Me:That'swhymywhiskeywasfinished

Langa:Shesaidshewasgoingtobuyamorning

afterpill



Me:Andyoubelievedher?Youhaveunprotected

sexwithagirlwhotoldyoushe'sgoingtodrinka

morningafterwhilstyourMomisamultimillionaire

andyourFathergetshalfamillionevery3months

Langa:Zeelovesme

Me:Ineversaidshedidn't

Langa:YoutoldmethatyouandMommetwhen

shewasyoungandyouguysmadeitwork

Me:YaaLangaandyouwerealreadyinthepicture,

Youdidn'tseeusmakingbabiesafterbabies

Langa:Iwasunderalotofstress,YouandMom

weren'tokay.Nowyoudivorced,There'sSk.He

seemslikeagoodpersondon'tgetmewrong,And

nowNaomiisnomore



Me:JustexcusesLanga..Noneofthoseexcuses

aregoodenoughforyoutodowhatyoudid

Langa:Iknow

Me:Howsureareyouit'syours?

Langa:Shewasavirginwhenwestarteddating,

She'sanerd..Veryrespectfulandhasselfrespect

Me:Langa..Wetalkaboutthis,We'vespokenabout

this.NowIfeellikeafailure

Langa:I'msorryIdisappointedyou

NOMVULA



Wesatinawkwardsilence,Lwandlehadmadetea..

Pat:Ihearandunderstandwhereyoucomingfrom

butthisisnothowthingsaredone.Wefacinga

tragedy,Wehave3funeralsthatweattendingtoo.

Wearemourningandthisisabadtimetocome

Phumzile:Theproblemisthat,We'vegivenLanga

enoughtimetocomeclean.Zeewasn'teven

preparedtocomecleanuntilthevomitingstarted

that'swhenInoticed.MyDaughterisabright

student,Thisisabigthing.Herfatherpassedon

leavingheratrustfund,That'swhyIputherthrough

thebestschooltoaffordheragoodeducationup

untilshegoestovarsity.Sheneedstogetgood

resultsnextyearsoshecouldgetascholarshipor

bursary.Wenotarichfamily,Zeeismyonlyhope

andthishappens

Pat:Wenotdenyingthat,Wejustsayingthisisnot

agoodtimethat'sall



Phumzile:Isellamagwinyaforaliving,Andother

things.Thispregnancyhasstartedmakinghersick,

HowwillIaffordforhertogototheDr?Eatthings

thatsheneedstoeat?

Me:Isn'tthatsomethingsheneedstodiscusswith

herboyfriend?Cravingsandwhatnot?Sinceboth

ofthemcouldmakeababy,Thenbothofthemare

capableoftakingcareofZee

Phumzile:Don'tputthisonmyDaughter,Shedidn't

impregnateherself.YourSonhadahandinthis,

Hadyoutaughthimprinciplesandrespectwe

wouldn'tbehere!

Me:Ididn'tmakeanyonepregnant!

Pat:Okaylet'sallcalmdownwearemourning,Sisi

pleasecomebacksomeothertime



Phumzile:Wedon'thaveanymeanstogoback

Me:Howdidyouguysgethere?

Phumzile:ilezintozaboZamaUber(WithanUber)

Me:Nakhoke(herewego)

Pat:I'llaskAfrotodrivethemback

SKNDLOVU

Me:Dodohowmuchdoyousellthechickensfor?

Grandpa:R75eyodwa..R120two..Discount



Me:Dotheybuy?

Grandpa:Bayathengabona(Theybuy)

Me:Atleast

Grandpa:Bambasizivalele(Let'slocktheminside)

Me:Okay

NOMVULA

Iheardthedoorbellring..

Me:Whatfreshisthis!Anotherpregnancy?

Iwenttoopen..ItwasShantel..



Me:Ahwhatthehellisthis??

Shantel:I'mheretolookforAfro

Me:Didyoucallhim?Thisismyhouse!

Shantel:He'snotanswering

Shewalkedin..

Shantel:Ohw..I'msorryIdidn'tknowthatyouhad

company

Me:Iamgoingtohaveamiscarriagetonight,I'm

goingtomiscarry!

.
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NOMVULA

AfroleftwithShantelandLwandledrovethecrew

thatwashereusingmycar,becauseIwasstarting

togetverytense.Irregularheartbeat,AndIwas

shivering.Alotisweighingdownonme,Somy

mentalandphysicalbeingwasshuttingdown..

IhadtocallSkandhecalmedmedown.Wespoke

forhours,Ieventookabath,Atesomethingand

thenwenttobed.HeonlyhungupwhenIfell

asleep..

ThenextdayIwokeupabitlate.Itwasaround



11am.Ibrushedmyteethandwashedmyfacethen

wentdownstairs.

PatandAfrowerestandingatthecounterbusy

talkingwithpapersinfrontofthem.

Me:Goodmorning

Pat:Lookwhoisawake

Me:What'sgoingon?

Afro:MomandIdroveouttofixafewthings

Pat:Wecouldn'tchoosehercoffin,Wewerewaiting

foryousoitcouldbeamutualdecision

Me:Itrustwhatevercoffinyou'llpick



Theybothlookedateachother..

Me:Idon'tfeelcomfortablewiththat.Ishouldbe

pickingaschoolformyDaughter,Nothercoffin

Langacamedown..

Langa:Goodmorning

Theygreetedhimback..

Langa:Ma

Me:Ionlycamedowntodrinkwater,Andmake

myselfsomethingtoeatsoIcangobackupstairs

andmournmyDaughter.Isthemattressonthe

floornecessary?



Pat:Notexactlyyoucanlieinbed,Naomiwas

young

Me:Thankyou

Langa:I'llmakeyoubreakfast

Me:Afrocouldyoupleasemakemesomethingto

eat?OrwhereisLwandle?

Langa:ButIsaidI'llm-

Me:Eyy!!

Itwasquiet..



Afro:I'llprepareitforyou

Me:Thankyou,I'dappreciateitifwemourninher

bedroom.Mineisfilthyapparentlyitharbours

anyonewhodon'thaveanybusinesshavingsexin

mybedroom

Langa:B-

Afro:Langagowashthecars,Lwandlewillhelpyou

Langa:Yeahsure

SKNDLOVU

ThistragedyhascausedNomvulaandItospend

lesstimewitheachother.Iwasstartingtofeelthe

distancenow,Butforrespectandmourning



purposeswehavetodothingsaccordingly..

Iwasbusykickingthetyreofmycarwhilstonthe

phonewithAmanda..

Amanda:Youandyourfamilywillonlybeallowed

tothefuneralwhenweburyher,Soyoucanerect

thetombstone

Me:MyGrandmotherwishestocome

Amanda:Why?Wedivorced!Youhavenoupper

handnownordoesyourfamily.I'mwithsomeone

else,Hisfamilyiscoming.Idon'twantanyclashing

Me:Bullshit!!YoublamemeforSethu'sdeath

Amanda:Ido..Tellmehowmuchisyourgirlfriend



goingtobeworthafterthis?

Me:ItoldyouNomvulahadnothingtodowithit

Amanda:Idon'tbelievethat

Me:Thenfuckyou!!

Grams:Hey!!

Ihungup,Andturnedaround..

Me:Forhowlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Grams:Enoughtohearyouwerefightingwith

Amandaandyousworeather.Idon'tcondonesuch

behaviourandIneverraisedyoutodisrespect

women



Me:Uxolo(I'msorry)

Grams:Breakfastisready

Me:Thankyou

NOMVULA

Afrobroughtthebreakfast..Iwasfixingmyhead

wrap.Ihadalreadylitthewhitecandle,Itwasatthe

corneroftheroom.Withherframedpicturenextto

it.Apictureofhersmilingandhappy..

Afro:Herewego

Isatonthebed..Hegavemethetray..



Me:Oats?

Afro:Yourgotomealwhenyounotfeelingwell

Me:Thankyou

Afro:Youwelcome

Hesatnexttomyfeet..

Afro:I'msorryaboutwhatShanteldidlastnight

Me:Youdon'tseeSkparadinghere,Weare

mourningourchild.Iknowourculturesaredifferent

butcansherespect?

Afro:Ispoketoher



Me:Idon'tevenwantheratthefuneral

Afro:Shewon'tbethere..Ipromise

Me:Good

Afro:WhenareyougoingtotalktoLanga?

Me:Idon'tknow,Justnotnow

SHANTEL

Uncle:Hereyougo,Abowlofchickennoodlesoup

Me:Youdidn'thavetocome



Uncle:Youdistraught,Ihadtoo

Me:ThankyouUncle

Uncle:IhateseeingmyfavouriteNiecesuffering

likethisbecauseofaMan.YoucangetanyMan

thatyouwant

Me:Idon'tknowwhyhe'sactingthisway

Uncle:Heismourning

Me:Orgettingbacktogetherwithherexwife

Uncle:NowthatI'lllovetosee

Me:Stopit



LANGA

IwasonacallwithZee..

Me:IhateupsettingmyMotherlikethis,Notwhen

wegoingthroughalot

Zee:Ididn'thaveasay.Mymotherforcedmeafter

grillingmewithquestions

Me:Ithoughtyousaidyoudrankthemorningafter

pillthing

Zee:Theydidn'twannasellittome

Me:Howcome?



Zee:Langathatdoesn'tmatter.Somethingabout

beingunderage,Iwasinschooluniform

Me:Abortion?

Zee:I'maChristian!!!

Me:Lookwe'lltalklater,I'mabitbusy

Zee:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.
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[2WEEKSLATER]

Mbali'sfuneralwasbeautiful.Itwascolourful,The

weatherwasaccommodating.Shewasburiedina

whitecasket,Hadahorsewithacarriagecarrying

hercoffin.Afuneralforaprincess.

Ididn'tthinkIwasgoingtogetthroughthedaybutI

did,IwasabletoburymyDaughter..

ItwasaFridayafternoon,Andwewerepreparing

fortomorrow.TomorrowwefinallylayingMbaliand

Khositorest.Iwasexhausted,Thewasalotofup

anddownthatwasrequiredfortheseones...

IwasalsohappythatSkwassupportiveonthisone,

Sincehecouldn'twithNaomi...



Iwentwithhimtogetthevegetables,Hekepton

lookingathisphone..

Me:Anticipatingacall?

Sk:YesfrommyGrandmother

Me:Shesoundslovely

Sk:Sheis,Andshecan'twaittomeetyou

Me:Ican'twaittomeethertoo

Sk:Maybeafterallofthis,Wegetvisitthem

Me:YousoluckytohavebothGrandparentsinyour



life

Sk:Iknow..I'mverygrateful

SHANTEL

Itriedtogetthechainoffmyankle,Icouldn't.The

wasn'tevenanythinginthisroomtohitthepedlock

with..

Iwaskidnappedabout3daysagowhenIwas

drivingfrommyUncle'shousetomyflat.Iwas

injectedandIpassedout.Onlytowakeupinan

abandonedbuilding,myanklechainedtoapole..

Idon'tknowwhoisbehindthis,Themanwho

bringsmefoodeverydayismasked.Idon'teven

thinkit'sthesamemaneveryday..



Theydon'tfeedmewell.Onesliceofbread,Water

andanappleinthemorning.Thentwoslicesof

pizzaintheevening,Theydon'tfeedmeinthe

afternoon..

Anotherthingwasthatmyclothesweretakenaway

fromme,Iwasonlyleftwithmyunderwearandbra..

It'scoldatnights,AllIhaveisastinkingwornout

matresswithablanketthatsmellsofurine...

Hewalkedinagain,Holdingaplateandaglassof

milk..

Me:Ialreadyhadameal,Alreadyhadbreakfast

Hedidn'tsayanything.Heputtheplateandglass

bymylegs..

Itwasasliceofchocolatecake,Andtheglassof



milk..

Me:WhatdidIdotodeservesuchatreatment?

Hedugoutsomethingfromhispocket.Rubber

bandandasyringe..

Me:Drugs?Idon'tdodrugs!!

Heturnedandwalkedout....

LANGA

IwasoutwithZee...

Sincewegottotherestaurantandhaveordered,

Shehasn'ttouchedherfood..



Me:What'swrong?

Zee:MyMotherissuggestingthatImoveinwith

youguys

Me:What?

Zee:ShesaysIamaburden,Shecan't.YourMother

isnottakingthisserious,Youcan'tbefreewhilstI

suffer

Me:MyMomhasalotonherplaterightnow

Zee:It'snotmydecision.ShesaysjustuntilIgive

birth

Me:YeahIdon'tknowaboutthatsweetie



Zee:LangaI'mtheonewhoispregnant.Ican'teven

gooutwithfriends,I'mtheonewhoisgoingtoget

humiliatedatschoolwhenIstartshowing.Whilst

yourlifegoeson

Me:Livingatmyhouseisnotthesolution.Ihave

alreadygivenyou2.5kfrommyallowancethatIget

frommyparentseverymonth.The5kIget,I'llbe

splittingitwithyou.Youwillbeabletogetyou

thingsthatyouneed

Zee:AndIliveathome,The2.5kisnotenough.My

mothertook2kandleftmewithR500

Me:Yourmotherisnotmyresponsibility

Zee:OhwIamsorrythatIwasn'tbornwithasilver

spooninmymouthLanga.IcomefromaLower

classfamily,MyMotherworkshardtoputfoodon



thetableforus.Iwastheoneoutofmysiblings

thatsheusedmyfather'smoneytoputmethrough

schoolwhichisfinishinglastyear.I'mherlasthope,

She'ssacrifedalotforme

Me:Soit'smyfaultthatmyMotherworkedhardto

havewhatshehas?MyfaultthatIhaveparents

whoarefinancialstable

Zee:No..AllI'msayingisthatsomeofusdon't

haveiteasy..Youknowwhatjusttakemehome

Me:Zeeyouoverreacting

Zee:I'llhavemyfoodasatakeaway

Me:Comeon



Zee:I'llgogetthewaitress

SHANTEL

Hecamebacktotheroom.Ihaven'ttouchedthe

cakeandmilk..Hehadhandcuffswithhim.He

cametomeandcuffedmywrists..

Me:Whatdoyouwantfromme?

Hehadcuffedmyhandsforward.Hetookoutthe

syringe,Openedthecapandgrabbedmyarmtight..

Me:Pleasedon't(crying)

Heinjectedme..

Me:Noooooo(Crying)



NOMVULA

Sk:AreyouandLangaokaynow?

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutLangarightnow

Sk:Youcan'tbemadathimforever,Whetheryou

madornot.Itwon'tchangethesituation

Me:Iknow..I'mjustdisappointedinhim,Ialways

wantedwhat'sbestformykids

Sk:Iknowbuttrytonotbesohardonhim,I'msure

thiswasn'tonpurpose

Me:Yaawe'llsee



AFRO

ItookthemaskwhenIwasout..

Fez:Howisshe?

Hewasstandingbythetablelookingattheplan..

Me:Istartedherondrugs

Fez:WhatexactlyistheplanwithShantel?

Me:Justletmedomything,Nohurry

Fez:Wedon'thavemuchtime,Theymightbe

lookingforher



Me:Iknowthat,HencewhyIhavechangedtheplan.

We'llrunitthroughSklater

Fez:Ifyousayso

.
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AfterdroppingNomvulaoff,Iwenttocheckthe

guysatthewarehouse.Afrowasinhisdesguise

attire.Allblack,Withblackbootsandblackleather

gloves..

Me:Shestillhasn'tpickeditupthatit'syou?



Afro:No

Me:Noteventhevoice?

Afro:Idon'ttalktoher

Fez:Andsheshouldn'tbecausethere'sabitof

changeintheplan

Me:Ohwyeah?

Afro:Wegoingtodothisasiflikeweamateurs,

Justanotherkidnapping.ForceSergiotocome

downhereandthenwesmokethem

Me:Sergiowon'tshowupalone,Hewillhavehis

Man



Afro:Aheadofyou

Fez:Wehadadroneflybyhishouse,Wewill

requesthimtodrivehisRoyceRolls.Inthatwaywe

cantailhim

Me:HeshouldbringhisfriendKaceebecauseI

wannasmokehimtoo.Suchadisgraceintheforce

Afro:Sowhatdoyousay?

Me:Implementedwell,Itpromisestowork

Fez:I'llhavehertothecall,Mondayatnighthe

comestodropofftheransomandit'sgameover

Me:Let'sstartthen,Workonhowwegoingto



torturethefamilythisweekend

Fez:Let'sgettoit

SERGIO

IwasatmyBrother'shouse,Hewasindistraught.

WasnottakingShantelmissingverywell..

Brother:Idon'tknowwhyItrustedyouwithmy

babygirl,Lookwhatshappenednow

Me:Youthinkthisismydoing?

Brother:Thisisyourdoing!Shantelgoesbackto

spendingtimewithyouthenallofasuddenshe

disappearswithoutatrace?Doesthatscream

normaltoyou?



Me:IloveShantelasiflikeshe'smyDaughter.I

wouldneverputherlifeindangerdeliberately!

Kacee:Ithinkweshouldallcalmdown.Blaming

eachotherwon'tyieldanyresults.Weareallinthe

sameteam.Weshouldn'tbescratchingeachother,

Weshouldbeworkingtogethertobringherhome

Me:DoesthisscreamSK?

Kacee:Skisanofficerofthelaw.Sktakeshisjob

seriously,Hewouldneverputhimselfinasituation

wherehehastocompromisehisworkethicsand

conduct

Brother:Yousee?Youevenhaveenemies

Sergio:Idon'tseeanyonewhowoulddisrespectme



likethisbykidnappingmyNiece

Kacee:Thinkenemies,Anyonecan..ExceptforSk

Brother:YesthinkenemiesbecauseIwantmy

Daughterbackhome!!

NOMVULA

ForsomereasonLwandledroveupherewithLanga.

LangaandLwandlearetheonesoccupyingthe

houseinthemeantimethatI'mhelpingathome

withthefuneral.

Langarequestedtotalktome,Wewentandsat

outsidetotalk..

Langa:Idon'tlikethistensionbetweenus,I've



disappointedyouyesIadmit.Ididn'tdeliberatelydo

this

Me:LangaIworkhardtogiveyouabetterlife,So

youdon'thavetostruggleinlife.LikehowI've

suffered.Allthatyouhadtodowaskeepitinthe

pantsandconcentrateonschooltogetherwith

basketballball

Langa:MomIappreciateallthatbutwecannot

denythefactthat,Lifeathomehasn'tbeeneasy.

Youwerehardlythere,Dadwasalwaysthereand

youguyswerefightingalot.Yesthemoneywas

therebutemotionallytheenvironmentwastoxic

Me:Okaysomyfailedmarriageisthereasonwhy

youdidthat?

Langa:No..Iamsayingsomeofthethingsthat

werehappeningathome,Weren'tnice



Me:Weshould'vetakenyoutotherapy

Langa:Lifeistooshort,Lookwhathappened.We

lostNaomi,Idon'twantustofighttothegrave.

Plusyouwerepregnantwithmewhenyouwas17

Me:YesIdidn'thavearichmomnorapresent

fathertohelpmewithyou,Iworkedhardtobe

whereIam

Langa:Andthat'sgreatbutdon'tdoittome.You

grewuplikethatsoyoucanbewhereyouaretoday,

NoteveryonecandothatandDadhelpedyou

Me:Yousosmartbutanidiotindating

Langa:There'sachangeinlifeallthetime.Change

isnotcomfortable,YoubroughtSkintoourlives.



Could'veeasilyhatedhimbecauseofwhatDaddid

toyouandbeprotectivebutIdidn't.Iacceptedhim

becausehemakesyouhappyandhehasn'tgiven

meanyreasontohatehim

Me:Don'tblackmailme

Langa:I'mnot,Justkeepingitreal

Helaughed..

Me:Okayaslongasyouaresurethatthebabyis

yours..JustthinkingI'llbepushingabigtummy

withmySon'sgirlfriendwhois17..Langaizinto

enizenzayo(Thingsthatyoudo)

Langa:KindasomehowIknowandI'msorry



Iheldhishand..

Me:Wegonnaworkonitandthroughit,Weateam

remember

Langa:Thankyou

SKNDLOVU

IlookedatCK..Hehadallhisequipmentswithhim

andjusttappingandclicking..

Afro:Yougood?

Me:I'mgood..Wheredidyougetthisguyfrom?

Afro:Heworkswiththe"Punisher"ZithaMagasela,

Thebestinthegamewithbustinghuman



trafficking..What?Areyounotsureabouthim?

Me:NoIam..He'stoofasttoo

Afro:Heis

Ck:Gentleman,Wecanmakethecall

Afro:Wannamakethecall?

Me:Yougoahead..It'syourgig

Ck:30seconds,Notmorethan30secondsorwe

willbetraced

Afro:Thevoice?



Ck:Devicealreadyattachedtothephonetofilter

yourvoice

WeusedShantel'sphonetoaccesshercontactsso

wecancallherUncleabouttheransom...

.
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AFRO

Imadethatcall,Withtheguysintheroomwaiting

tohearhowthecallwasgoingtoturnout..

Voice:Hello?



Me:IsthisSergio?

Voice:Whowantstoknow?

Me:ThePersonwhohasyourNiece

Voice:Younotfuckingwithme?

IlookedatFez.HeputonhisBalaclavaand

unlockedtheroomwherewewereholdingShantel.

It'sasmallwarehousesothenoisefromtheroom

couldbeheardupuntiltowhereIwasmakingthe

phonecall..

ThepointwasforFeztocauseherphysicalpain,

Excruciatingtothecore.Hedid,Shescreameduntil

thescreamwasfaint..



Sergio:Whoareyou?Andwhyareyoudoingthis?

Me:Don'tworryaboutwhoIamandwhyI'mdoing

this

Sergio:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:300kcashanduntreatable

Sergio:Wtf?Whatkindofagameisthis?Akidnap

for300k?

Iheardothervoicesinthebackground..

"Whoisit?HehasmyDaughter?"

Fezwalkedout,Andlockedtheroom.Hewavedthe

evidencebagatme,WithtwoofShantel'sfingersin



it..

Iclosedmyeyesandclenchedmyteeth,Thinking

ofthehauntingpictureofmyDaughterwithher

skullopen..

Me:Wewillsendthefamilyalittlepresent,Stayin

touch

Ihungup..

Ck:25seconds,Westillgood

Sk:You'vehadyourfun,Callthewholethingoff

Me:Wenotcallinganythingoff

Sk:I'mallforrevenge,ButI'mnotgoingtobeapart



oftorturingawoman.Idon'tcarehersins

Me:ShekilledmyDaughter,YourDaughter!

Nomvula'sNieceandtraumatizedyourpregnant

girlfriendalmosttodeath

Sk:No..Sergiokilledthem,AndSergiohastopay.

Nooneelsebuthim!

Me:It'stoolatenow,Youinitandwewillseeit

throughtotheend

Sk:Areyouthreateningme?

Me:No..I'msayingifyoudon'tseeitthrough,You'll

foreverbelabeledtheLawthatturnedthewrong

way



Hechuckledandmadehiswaytome,Fezstopped

himhalfwaybyputtinghishandonSk'schest..

Fez:Weareallinthesameteam

Sk:Whathappenedtoyou?Whatchildhoodtrauma

madeyoutohavenoconsciencewhenitcomesto

women?

Fez:No..Wenotdoingthat,Wenotprofiling

SklookedatFez'shandonhischest.Fezremoved

hishandfromSk..

Sk:Letmeaskyousomething..IfRainisbetrayed

youanyhow,Isthiswhatyouweregoingtodoto

her?IfIdidn'tmeetherwhenIdid.Youwould've

donethistoher?



Fez:Don'tbepersonalFez

Sk:No..Youdon'tgettotellmenottobepersonal

whenyouarehelpingyourbrothertortureawoman!

She'snotthefirstandprobablywon'tbethelast

Ck:Thisisnotmybusiness,But..Iworkforand

withsomeonewhocouldliterallykillyour-

Me:Ckshutup

Sk:No!!..Lethimspeak!

Ck:AllI'msayingisthat,Iwashiredasthetechguy.

WhatyoudoingIdon'tstandforittoo

Sk:Wasmommyabusedwhenyouwereyoung?

Didshestayanditgotbetter?Isthiswhyyou



resentwomenbecauseyouseethemasweak?You

notthefuckenfirstguywhohasthattypeofstory.

MyMotherwaskilledandburntinherhousebyher

ownhusband.Youdon'tseemeabusingwomen,

InsteadImadeapromisetomyselfthatI'llnever

putawomanthroughthatnorwitnessone

Fez:Thiswasfunwhenwewerediscussingit,Now

it'snot

Sk:I'mgoingtogetsomefreshair

Heturnedbackandwalkedhalfway.Hestopped,

Turnedandlookedatme..

Sk:Ohwanddon'tthinkI'mscaredoflosingmyjob,

Icancallitinandweallgotojail.IstandforwhatI

believein,Nomatterwhat



Hewalkedout..

Ck:Ohwwellthiswasfunwhileitlasted

Hegotupandstartedpacking..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Ck:I'mateamplayeranduhm..Idon'tthinkallthe

membersofyourteamplaysforyourteam.PlusI

can'tbeattachedtosuchwhenIworktosave

women,Myteamwouldbedisappointed

Me:Fuckyourteam..Ihiredyoufortheweekend,

Sitdownanddoyourjob

Hesatdown..IlookedatFez,Heshookhishead..



NOMVULA

WewereinthebedroombusytalkingaboutKhosi

andGqibi,Tryingtocheerupmymomwhowas

sittingonthemattressbroken..

Myphonerang..

Me:ExcuseMe

Iexcusedmyselffromtheroomstilllaughing..

Me:Babe

Iheardhimexhaling....

Me:What'swrong?Areyouokay?



Sk:Justfeelsgoodtohearyoulaughing

Me:Wewerebusytellingfunnystoriesaboutmy

sister

Sk:Ohyeah?

Me:Yes

Sk:That'sgood

Me:What'swrong?Yousounddown

Sk:Doyoutrustme?

Me:Idotrustyou..What'sthisabout?



Sk:BecauseI'llneverletanothermanphysically

hurtyou,AfrowaslastsoisSergio

Me:Whathappened?

Sk:Ijustdon'twannaseeyouhurt,Idon'teven

wannaimagineit.WhenIthinkofthebathtub

drowningincident,EventhoughIwasn'ttherebutI

bitemytonguebecauseitpissesmeoff.Thinking

ofhowscaredyouwere,Probablythinkingthatyou

weregoingtodie

Me:Whereisallofthiscomingfrom?

Sk:Iwasjustthinkingaboutit

Me:It'sscarybecauseIhaveneverheardyou

talkinglikethis,Showingthissideofyours.You



alwayssomeonewhoseemstohaveitallfigured

out,Keepingitalltogether.Thoughit'sscarybut

alsoit'sheartwarmingseeingthisvulnerable,Caring,

Andprotectivesidetoyou.ItwasHell,Butit'sallin

thepastnow.I'vemovedonfromwhatAfrodid

Sk:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

SHANTEL

Iwasoutofthefeelinghighstate,Whenthatman

cameinandcutoffmyfingerswithaverysharp

blade.Ifeltthepain,Surgingthroughoutmybody.I

wasstillbleedingandshivering.Icouldn'tbring

myselftolookatmyfingers.Hecutthemoff,

Deeply.Fromthebottom,ThatIwasevenableto

removethehandcuffsfromthathand..



Idon'tknowwhythisishappeningtome,Andright

nowIwasconvincedthattheygoingtokillme..

SKNDLOVU

IhadaflashbackofmyMother'slifelessbody,

BeforemyDadburntdownthehouse.

Iunlockedmycarandtookoutthesurgicalbag.

Lockeditagainandwentinside..

Iwalkedstraighttotheroomthatshewasbeing

heldcaptivatein..

Fez:Sk

Me:Anyonewhotriestostopme,I'mgoingtoputa

bulletintheirskull



Afro:Ifyougointhere..Unmasked,I'mgoingto

makesureRaindoesn'tlivetoattendhersister's

funeralnorwillyouevergetthechancetoholdyour

babyafterafewmonths

Istopped..

Afro:Yougointhere,IdriveouttoNomvula'splace.

Fezwillstandguardandfaceoffwithyouinagun

battle.Youthebestatwhatyoudo,Butrightnow..

Yououtnumbered,Sothinkcarefully

Iturnedandwalkeduptohim,Fezstillstoodinmy

way..

Me:What'swrongwithyou?

Afro:I'mafather..Whosawhis5yearoldDaughter



deadwithherskullopen,Theonlychildwhowas

myblood..ForgivemeifI'mabitpersonalinthis

matter

.
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ThethingaboutSkorratherwhatI'velearnedabout

himsincewestarteddatingisthat,Heissomeone

whoisnotforthcomingabouthisemotionalstate.

SklosthisDaughtertoo,ButIneversawhim

breakingnorsheddingtears.Hekeptittogether.

Thatphonecallbotheredmealot,Itwastoo

specificforsomeonewhoclaimshewasjust

thinkingaboutitnowwhentheincidenthappeneda



whileback..

SoItookmyphoneandcalledAfro..

Afro:Hey

Me:What'sgoingonbetweenyouandSk?

Afro:Why?

Me:Hecalledmeandspokeaboutthebathtub

incident,Outoftheblue

Afro:AngaziNomvula,Whydon'tyouaskhim?

Me:Akakhulumi(He'snottalking)



Afro:SkandIwenotfriends,Idon'tevenknow

whereheis

Me:Butyouguyshavebeenbuddybuddylately

Afro:Kahlekahleufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Me:Huh?

Afro:Weburiedourdaughter,There'snothing

linkingusnow

Me:Afro!!..Westillhavea16yearoldlinkingus

Afro:Langaisold,Ifheneedsmehecanjustpick

upthephoneandcallmeandIdon'tthinkit's

necessaryhehasSknow



Me:What'shappeningwithyouguys?What'sallof

thisnow?Areyoudisowninghim?

Afro:I'msayingitseemslikeLanga'sfatewill

alwayshaveanewstepfathereverynowandthen,I

lostmydaughterandthere'snowayofbringingher

back

Me:Ilosthertoo!!ShewasmyDaughtertoo!!

Afro:Youdon'tactlikeit..Youalreadymovingon

andconcentratingonyournewlifelikeshenever

existed.Whichisokaybecauseitseemslikeit's

whatyoudo.HowlonghaveyoubeendatingSk?

Youfallpregnant!Afteralmostayearofustryingto

fallpregnantagain.IfthisshitbetweenyouandSk

doesn'twork,What'sgoingtohappen?Youfind

anotheroneandfallpregnantagain?

Me:Thatisnotfair.YouhaveShantel,Youguyscan



fallpregnantagain

Afro:Thatwon'thappen

Me:Afro..

Afro:Shehelpedcookuptheplanofkillingour

daughter.Shantelwasinonittoo

Me:What???

Afro:Ilose..Youwin

Me:Whatareyousaying?Yourgirlfriend

orchastratedeverything?

Afro:Goodbyeandpleasestopcallingme



Hehungup...

SKNDLOVU

Wegotoutofthecar..

Langa:Thisiswhereyouwantedustocome?Over

adeadendbridgewherenocarsseemtobe

passing?

Me:Yes

Langa:Murder-suicide?

Me:No..Comeoverhere



Langa:YaaIdon'tthinkI'mcomfortablewiththis

IhadcalledLangatomeetupwithme,SoIcould

takehimonthetripthatIhadpromisedhim.After

today,IsawitfitthatIbringhimhere..

Ileanedoverthebridge'ssupportingstructure.I

glanceddownatthedrydam.

Langa:IthinkIwannagohome

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Langa:JustgonnacallLwandletopickmeup,This

ismessedup

Me:Icomehereveryoften..Sometimesevenat

night.Youknowthesayingthatsays"Mendon't



cry"??.Wheneveritgetstoomuchemotionally,I

comehereinthespaceofnothing.Screamand

hearvoicecreatinganecho,That'smy

communicationtotheuniverseforhealing

Heputhisphoneaway..

Me:Theisnothingas"Menshouldbestrong"We

humanbeings,Themoreyougetusedtobottling

thingsinside.That'swhenyougoingtostartbeing

toxic.Hurtpeoplewhomyounotsupposetohurt.

Hurtyourgirlfriend,Sometimesyoucouldevenkill

herunintentionallybecausethere'salotyou

keepinginside

Hewalkedoverandstoodnexttome..

Langa:Doesthathelp?



Me:Ithelpsmealot.Whenmywholeentirebeingis

healthy,There'snoroomfortoxicity

Henodded..

Me:Giveitatry

Langa:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Me:Here..I'llstart

Itookadeepbreathandstartedshouting..

Me:I'mangrybecauseIwasn'ttheretoprotectmy

daughter,I'mangrybecauseIhavefailedHer.I

wannaoffloadandgobackwithalessheavy

burden!!!!



Ilookedathim..

Me:Wannatry?

Langa:Yeahsure

Hejustkeptquiet..

Me:What'swrong?

Langa:Thisisstupid..Iwannagobackhome

Hewalkeduptothecar..

Me:Whatyoudon'twannaface,Createsamonster

deepinsideofyou



Langa:IreadmyMother'sdiaryonetime,Ithinkit's

old.Itseemedold,Anddatedyearsago

Hehadhisbackturnedagainstme..

Langa:There'sonepartthatgetstome

Me:Whatisthat?

Langa:Whenshepregnantwithme,Shewrotethat

mybiologicalfatherphysicallyattackedher.She

wasinpainfor3days,Almostlostme.Iwasn't

goingtobeborn,Iwasn'tgoingtoexist

Isighed..

Langa:TheonlyfatherIeverknew,He'swith

someoneelse.Ourrelationshipisslowlybutsurely



gettingweak,Andtheotherpersonwhoalso

matteredmoretomeisgone.Iactfine,Buteven

nowIpreventgoingtoherroom,Watchingher

favouritecartoons..Idon'teventhinkI'llevereat

ourfavouritecerealeveragain

Iheardhimsniffingandhisvoicebreaking.

Langa:Ipreventmyselffrombreakingdown,Itryto

actstrongsoIdon'tgivemymotheranymorestress.

Thiswholepregnancything,MademefeellikeI've

failedher.Likesheshouldn'thavehadmebecause

Idonothingbutstressher

Iwalkeduptohim..

Langa:I'mevenscaredoffullyacceptingyou.One

ManwhowastherefromwhenIwasstillababy

disappointedus,Idon'twanttofeelthat

disappointmentwithyou.Ilookeduptohim,Heisa



greatfatherbuthehitmyMom.Everythinghe

taughtme,Attheendhewashypocriticalaboutit

Me:Heycomehere

Ihuggedhimtightashecried..

Me:I'mnotgoingtowalkoutonyouguys,Ipromise

SHANTEL

Thedooropened.Iwaslosingsomuchblood,

Gettingweak,Andtrembling..

IdidnotexpecttoseeAfrowalkingthroughthat

doorholdingabottleofwhiskey.Hewaswearing

theblackclothes,Withouttheglovesandthemask..



Me:Afro?

Hepulledthechairandturnedit.Satdownandhis

armsleanedoverthearmrestofthechair,Still

holdingthebottle..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?Why??

Afro:Ioverheardyourcall..Wereyouperhaps

talkingtoyourMotherorSister?Detailingyour

involvementinmyDaughterdying?

Me:Afro..

Afro:Ilovedyou,Ileftmywifeforyou.Iwasgoing

tomarryyou,Havekidswithyou.Ifuckenleftmy

familyforyou!..Justforyoutoturnaroundand

betrayme



Me:Don'tsitthereandchantabout"Iloveyou".You

neverlovedme,Iwasonlyareboundtoyou!Iwas

patientwithyou,Patientthatonedayyou'llloveme.

Youneverdid,EvenwhenRainwasn'taround,You

stillchoseheroverme

Withoutanywarning.Hethrewthewhiskeybottleat

me.Ithittherightsideofmyfaceandfell,Butit

didn'tbreak

Igotadizzyspell..

Afro:Soisthatreasonenoughforyoutokillmy

family??Huh?

Insteadofcrying,Ilaughed..

Me:Youaresodamnweak!MyUncleistheone

whocalledtheshot,Notme.Iwasjustthere



gaslightinghim.Insteadofyoufindingtheactual

culprit,Youbringmeherebecauseyouareweak!!

Hegotupandtookoffhisbelt..Hewalkeduptome,

Imovedawayfromhimuntilthechainrestricted

me..

Hekneltbeforeme,Andputthebeltaroundmy

neck..

Me:MyUncleisgoingtokillyou

Hemovedoverandkneltbehindme,Icouldfeelhis

kneeagainstmyback.Hewhisperedinmyear..

Afro:Firsthehastofindmeliefie

Hethenstartedtostrangleme..



FEZILE

Igothomeandclosedthedoor.Afroaskedthatwe

leavehimalonewithShantel.He'snotthinking

rationallyrightnow.Anythingcanhappen..

Fromthekitchenmakingmywaytothelounge,I

heardagospelsongplaying..Withmymother

singingalong..

"OohNkosiyiva,yiva

Yivaundithethelele

ONkosiyam

Zonkeizonomaziphele

INtliziyoibengcwele"



Shewasironingherclothes..

Mom:HerecomesFez,Bendikukhumbule(Imissed

you)

Ijustwentuptoherandhuggedher..

Mom:That'sanunexpectedformofgreeting,

What'swrong?

Me:Nothingiswrong..Ijust..Imissedyoutoo

Mom:SuxokaFez(don'tlie)Iknowyoufromwhen

youwereyoung,Iraisedyouremember?Eachtime

whensomethingisbotheringyou,You'llalwayshug

metight

Me:I'mthatobvious?



Mom:I'llmakeussometeaandthenwecantalk

aboutit

.
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Tomorrowisthefuneralandmyheartwasheavy.

AfterAfrotellingmethatShantelissomehowlinked

tothedeathofmyDaughter,Sankmyheartrightto

myknees.

ItwassobusyathomethatIcouldn'tfocusmy

mindonShantel..



SkdroppedoffLangaathome..

Me:Wherewereyouguys?

Sk:Justtookadrive,Nothingserious

Me:AfrotoldmethatShantelislinkedtoNaomi's

deathandwhathappenedtouswiththeaccident

Sk:Ohwyeah?

Me:Yes..Howcanawomandothattoanother

woman?IdidnothingtoShantelforhertodothis.

Instead,She'stheonewhowasaffiliatedwithmy

husbandknowingverywellthathe'smarried

Sk:IwillfurtheronextendthisinformationtoKing,



He'stheoneinchargeofthecase

Me:IwantnothingtodowithAfro,Likehesaid.

There'snothinglinkingusanymoresinceNaomiis

gone

Sk:Langa?

Me:He'smadeitclearthathedoesn'twant

anythingtodowithhim

Sk:Idon'tunderstandwhyhehastodisownLanga

Me:Ijustwantthiswholenightmaretobeover,

That'sall

Hehuggedme..



Sk:Itwill

AFRO

Shewaslayingtheresoundlessnotmoving.She

wasgone,Nowit'stimetosendherUnclealittle

present.Itooktheaxe,Andbashedhernecktocut

offherhead..

IwasgoingtosendherUncletheheadofhisNiece

tomorrowmorning..

Theywillonlyburythehead,Butneverthebody.I

willburnthebodytonight..

HopefullySk'sbitchingtendencieswillstop

becauseMondayisthedaywhenSergiowillalso

payforhissins...



ZEE(LANGA'SGIRLFRIEND)

FallingpregnantforLangawasacalculatedmove.I

comefromafamilythatwasmiddleclassbefore

thedeathofmyfather.Whenmyfatherpassedon,

Lifewasabithard.

Withmoneywegot,Mymotherinvestedittomy

highschooleducation.HenceIwasenrolledatthe

mostexpensiveprivateschool..

Ihavebeenanexcellentlearnerfromgrade8thus

far,AndwhenLangacamealong.Ilearnedwhohe

was,Ididn'thesitatedatinghim.IfI'mgoingtohave

achildbestbewithsomeonewhocomesfrom

wealth,Thansomeonewhowilljustleaveme

hanging.IamnotsayingIdon'tloveLanga,I'm

sayingatleastmychildwillhaveasecurelifeanda

betterfuture..



There'snowomanwhowakesuponeday,Andpray

foradeadbeatbabydaddy,Whetherwemakeitor

not.Atleastmyunbornbabywillhaveabetter

future..

MyMomwasupsetwithmewhenshefoundout,

SheonlycamearoundwhenItoldherwhogotme

pregnant...

AFRO

ItwasalreadydarkwhenIburntherbodyoutsideat

theback,Thisisanabandonedwarehousesoit'llbe

difficultforanyonetonoticemehere..

IhadburiedmyhandsdeepinmypocketsasI

watchedherbodyburning....

Myphonerang,ItwasFezi..



Me:Fez

Fez:Haveyouleftthewarehouseyet?

Me:Notyet

Fez:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'mburningherbody

Fez:What?Ithoughtweweregoingtokeepher

aliveuntilMonday

Me:IwantedtosendherUncleherheadbutI

thoughtotherwise,Becauseifheknowsshe'sdead.

Wemightprobablynevertraphim.Tohim,Hewill

thinkhe'sNieceisstillalive.PlusItookpicturesof



her,Andtheneedlemarks.Shewasalreadydead

whenIdidbutherUnclewon'tknow,He'lljustthink

she'shighoutofhermouth

Fez:Afroafterthis,Youneedtostop.Youcan'tgo

onlikethis,Youneedtoliveyourlife.Startoverand

letthisgo.Ihopethatyouwillletitgoeventually,

Healandmoveon

Me:Iwill..Ipromise

Fez:Closethewarehouseandgohome,Beforeher

familystartstobesuspiciousofyou,Theymight

knowyoubuttheyprobablywillbecomingtoher

place

Me:YeahIwill

Ihungup.....



NOMVULA

Patcametomyhousetoseeus..TheLadieswere

finishingoffwithpeelingvegetablesandpreparing

fortomorrow.

Itoldher,WhatAfrotoldmeaboutShantel.She

alsodidn'ttakeitwell..

Pat:IfIcanbehonest,I'veneverlikedthatgirl.Not

evenalittlebit,SomethingwasoffwithherbutI

hadtobeciviltowardsherforAfro'ssake

Me:Shedidn'tstrikemeasaPersonwhowoulddo

this,Whatwasthereason?

Pat:MySonbroughtintohislifeasnake,Andmy

Granddaughterpaidtheprice



Me:Thishasgonefortoolong.Thisdarkcloudin

ourfamilies,Ijustwanteverythingtogobackto

normal

Pat:Itwill..TrustinGod

Me:We'llsee

AFRO

WhenIgottotheflat,IsawaManstandingthere

knocking.HewaswithKacee..

Iwalkeduptothem..

Me:Goodevening



Kacee:Afro

Me:Kacee

Kacee:ThisisSergio,Shantel'sUncle.Hecame

downtothepolicestationongroundsthathisNiece

iskidnapped

Me:Awhat?

Sergio:YoustaywithmyNieceisthatcorrect?

Me:YesSir

LuckilyIwasn'twearingtheclothesthatIwas

wearingatthewarehouse..

Sergio:Whyyouneverreportedhermissing?



Me:Shetoldmeshewasgoingtovisitherfamily,

Wekeptincontact

Sergio:Youdid?

Itookoutmyphone.Imadephonecallsbetweenus,

Tomakeitlookreal..

Kacee:WellSheiskidnapped,Thekidnappersmade

contactwithherUncle

Sergio:Theywant300k,ByMonday

Me:Whowouldkidnapher?Shanteldidn'thave

enemiesthatIknowoff

Kacee:Whereareyoucomingfrom?



Me:Myexwife,Herfamilythere'safuneral

tomorrowmorning.I'vebeenthere

Sergio:Canyoupleaseopen,Ijustwanttolook

around

Me:Noproblem

Iunlockedandopened....

.
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ThatSaturdaymorning,Weheldadignifiedfuneral

forbothMbaliandKhosi.Themostfuckeduppart

aboutitisthat,Coltshowedup,Heshowedupwith

hisUncle.ThesamemanresponsibleforMbali's

partofthefuneral.Theaudicity!,Thewholefucken

audicity.Theyweretheonlywhitepeoplepresentin

thefuneral..

Thefuneralwasat09:00am,By12intheafternoon

peoplewereeatingandpreparingtogo..

Lisa:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:It'shardbutwhatcanwesay?I'mjustgladthis

partisdonenowwecantryandmoveonwithour

lives

Lisa:I'veneverbeenthroughanythinglikethis

before



Me:Metoo..Thiswasthemosthardestyearofour

lives

Lisa:Idon'tthinkI'llforget

Me:Howarethingsgoingattheoffice?

Lisa:Theygoingfine,JustthatsinceLungaisin

chargetemporarilyhe'sbeinganass.Yougoingto

comebacktoalotofcomplaints

Me:Heisgoodathisjobjusthisattitude,Idon'tlike

it

Lisa:Itoldhimthat,He'sgoodbuthisattitudeis

goingtocosthimalot



Me:GladI'mtrainingsomeoneelse,MamNocawe

whatdoyousay?That'sLwandleshe'sgoingto

takeoverme,JustherMotherisnotentirelyagood

person

Nocawe:SheisherMother'schildbutnother

Mother.She'llbeagoodasserttoyourcompany

Me:Ialsothoughtso

Nocawe:Yes

SERGIO

WecamebackfromthefuneralwithmyBrother

Kobus,Shantel'sFathercallingmeandin

distraught...



Wedrovetohishouse,Andnothingcould've

preparedmeforthis.Hegrabbedmyclothesand

pinnedmeagainstthewall.

Kobus:Theykeptonsendingmepicturesand

videosofmyDaughter,Theydruggingherandit's

allyourfault..Whatdidyoudo?

Kacee:Let'strytoallcalmdown

Heletgoofme..

Me:Gooddayeveryone

Kacee:Theysentamessagewiththevideos,That

thedropoffwillbeonMondaymorning.Theywill

contactusMondaymorningwiththelocation



Afro:IfImay,I'dliketocontributetotheransom

moneytoo

Me:No..I'llsetuptheransommoneyonmyown,

NotonlythatbutI'llmakesurethatthekidnappers

won'tlivetoseetheday

Afro:Who'sgoingtoshowupfortheransom?

Me:Iwillcallupmyguys

Afro:Instructionswereclear,Don'tshowupwith

morethanoneperson

Kacee:Yeah..Weshouldabidebythem.Iwillgo

withSergio

Afro:SinceSergioisadamanttobreakthelaw,Are



youpreparedtooalso?

Kacee:IwillbepresenttomakesurethatShantelis

broughthomesafeandsound

Me:Ishouldgohomeandstarttocountthemoney

forMonday

Kacee:Youshould

SKNDLOVU

Kingwasdeadassstaringatme..

Me:Somethingonyourmind?

King:Whatareyouuptoo?



Me:Whatdoyoumean?

King:YourDaughterwasmurderedbysomeonewe

alreadyknow.Healsocausedyourgirlfriendan

accidentthatalmostkilledherandyourunborn

baby.Personalcasesarepersonaltoyou,You

striveongettingjustice.Whyareyousorelaxed

aboutthis?Unlessyouplanningsomething

Me:Iamnot..I'mleavingitinyourcapablehands,

Youworkhomicidedon'tyou?

King:ImightnotbeaprofilerbutyoumyPal,AndI

knowyou

Me:IwishIcoulddosomethingaboutit,ButIcan't

becauseI'manofficerofthelaw.HenceI'mleaving

itinyourcapablehands



King:I'mglad..WewillgetSergio,I'llpersonallylet

youlockhimupandthrowawaythekey

Me:YeahItrustyou

AFRO

Kaceepulledmetotheside..

Kacee:IsSkinvolved?

Me:What?

Kacee:Shantel'skidnapping,IsSkinvolved?

Me:Nowhywouldhebe?SkwantsSergiowhy



wouldhebetrayusandkidnapmyfiancé?

Kacee:Iguessyouright

Me:Whoeverisdoingthis,HastobeonSergio's

side

Kacee:I'llcheckinwithSergioandhisarchenemies

tosee

Me:Doso

Kacee:I'llbeintouch

Me:TellmesinceyouandSergioareseemingly

bestbuddies,IhopewhenwedothisTuesdayyou

won'tdisappointus



Kacee:Notatall..Whatdotheysay?Keepyour

friendscloseandyourenemiescloser

Me:We'llsee

NOMVULA

Me:Ithinkit'sbestweputthekidsinanorphanage

Mom:Ithoughtaboutthatbutitwillbeunfair,When

Gqibidiedwedidn'tputherkidsinaFosterhome

Me:Budawasthereforhiskids,Budacannotbe

herefortheseones

Mom:I'llraisethem,PlusIspoketoasocialworker.

Shepromisedmethattheywillprovideuswith

grocerieseverymonthandsomemoney



Me:YousickMa,Youpossiblycannottakecareof

allthesekidsonyourown

Mom:I'llmanage,I'mnotgoingtoputthemina

Fosterhome.TheytheonlythingIhaveleftof

Khosi

Me:Ican'ttakeone,Don'taskmetoo.I'mbarely

gettingthroughwithLanga.Workisalsostressful.

I'llhelpwhereIcanwithschoolfeesandother

things

Mom:Iwouldreallyappreciatethat

Me:Don'tuseupallthemoneyonthingsthatdon't

matter

Mom:Iwon't



ZEE(LANGA'SGF)

MyUnclewalkedin..

Uncle:Whereisshe??

Heismyfather'scousin...IlookedatmyMom..

Me:Youtoldhim?

Mom:OfcourseIdid

Hewalkedintothelounge.Istoodupfromthe

couch

Uncle:Zeewtf??



Me:Icanexplain

Uncle:Explainwhat??Uvuleamathangaandyou

gotpregnant..What'stheretoexplain?

Mom:Geshhlisaumoya(Sihlecomedown)

Uncle:Iamnotgoingtodothat,Aftereverything

I'vedoneforthisone!Expensiveprivateschool!

Me:What?

Mom:Haicha!!Whywouldyousaythat?

Me:Whatishetalkingabout?



Uncle:Themoneythathasbeenpayingforthat

expensiveprivateschoolisnotfromyourDad's

work!YourDadisnotdead,He'sinjail!Life

sentence..Ihavebeenpayingforyourschoolfees

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Uncle:Ihavebeentheonepayingforyourschool

feesbecauseyourfatherwasworkingforme!!And

hegotarrested!Iowedhimthatmuch,Andwena

wenzani?Insteadoffocusingonschool..Uyadlala

Zee!!

Mom:Kodwaisdingosokuthiutsheleinganeizinto

ezinjeasikho(There'snoneedtotellheraboutthis)

Uncle:Whoishe?

Ikeptquiet..



Uncle:Zee!!!

Me:HisnameisLanga..LangaDubazane

Mom:TheSonofNomvula.I'msureyou'veheardof

her,Thetobaccomultimillionairewoman.Theyare

prettyrichekubo

Uncle:Eyyanginandabanomakubobathibadla

iRicenge18carat(Idon'tcareabouthowrichthey

are)

Me:Iwastryingtosecuremyfuture

Uncle:Securewhat?Yourfutureisalreadysecured

Me:MomsaidbynextyearDad'smoneywhois



currentlyaliveandinjailwillbefinishing

MyUnclelookedather..

Uncle:WhatdoyoudowiththemoneyIsendevery

month?

Mom:Yazini,Ican'tbesi-

Uncle:Areyoustillgambling?Areyoustillowing

loansharks?

IlookedatMom..

Me:AllalongIthoughtwewerestrugglingbutyou

gambling?Isthisthereasonyouweresorelieved

thatLangaimpregnatedmebecauseyouthought

youweregoingtobenefit?



Uncle:Packupyourthings

Mom:HaiboGesh,Youcan'ttakemyDa-

Uncle:Voetsek!!!Itoldyouthatifyougambleagain,

I'lltakeher

Helookedatme..

Uncle:Wenagopack

Iwalkedtomybedroom.MyUncleisnottheoneto

messwith,Ifhetellsyousomething.Youdoit,

Rightaway..Hedoesn'tneedtorepeathimself..

NOMVULA



Myphonerang,ItwasAfro..

Ipickedup..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Afro:Shantelwon'tbeaproblemanymore

Me:ExcuseMe?

Afro:I'vetakencareofit,I'vegottenNaomijustice

thatthePoliceweren'tgoingtodoit.I'msorryfor

whatshe'sputyouthrough

Me:Afrowhatdidyoudo?

Afro:Justknowit'stakencareof



SERGIO

IcalledtheonlydrugdealerIknowthathasmore

powerthanme,TheKingpinofthedrugworld.The

onewhohasbeenaroundinthebusinessforyears..

Gesh:WhatdoyouwantSergio?

Me:Ineedafavour

Gesh:I'mnotgoingtogiveyouextramerchandise

again

Me:No..Businessisgood,That'snotwhatI'm

callingabout

Gesh:Whatexactlyareyoucallingmeabout?I'min



themiddleofsomething

Me:Ineedyourhelp..MyNiecegotkidnapped,They

wantaransom

Gesh:I'mnothelpingyouwiththemoneyif

businessisgoodwhydon'tyoupaytheransom?

Me:Ican..Ijustfeellikethisispersonal

Gesh:Andhowisyourpersonal,Personaltome?

Me:Ineedyourhelptofindher

Gesh:FuckyouSergio!

Hehungup..Atleastweknownowit'snothimwho

kidnappedShantel..He'soutofthesuspectlist..



.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVULA

Icouldn'tstayathomefurtherfor10days.Ineeded

togotoworkMonday.Ihaven'tbeentherefora

while,IneedtoknowhowthingsarerunningandI

needtotrainLwandle.Lwandlewillbeleavingthis

morning,ToCapeTown.Toresign,Comebackand

workforme.Ilookedatmyselfinthebigmirror.

Puttingmyhandonmytummy.Mybabyisstrong,

Witheverythingthatwe'vebeenthrough.IthoughtI

wasgoingtomiscarrybutIdidn't,Ineedtobe

strongforhim/her....



SKNDLOVU

Wewereatthewarehouse,KaceeandSergiowere

ontheirway.ItwasMe,Fez,AndAfro.Ikepton

thinkingaboutNomvula,Andourbaby.Shouldthis

backfire.She'sbeenthroughalot,Shedoesn't

deserveanotherpain..

IwalkeduptoAfro..

Me:Promisemeonething

Afro:Yeah?

Hewasloadinghisgun...

Me:Afterthis,Youneedtogethelp.Youcan'tgoon

likethis



Afro:Idoubtthere'sanyoneelsewhowillpissme

offlikehowAfroandSergiodid

Me:Andyouneedtofixyourrelationshipwith

Langa

Helookedatme..

Me:Langalovesyouandyouarehisfather.I'mnot

heretotakeyourplace

Afro:Thendomeonethingtoo

Me:Whatisthat?

Afro:Don'thurtRain,She'sbeenthroughalot



Ishookhishand..

Me:It'sapromise

IturnedandlookedatFez..

Me:Okaycats..Let'sdothis!!

ZEE(LANGA'SGF)

Hepickedup..

Langa:Zee

Me:I'mnolongerstayingathome

Langa:What?Why?Whathappened?



Me:MyUncleisnothappyaboutmysituation,He

tookme.I'mlivingwithhimandhiswife

Langa:Areyougood?Istheenvironmentgood?

Me:HelivesinthesuburbsLanga,He'sricherthan

yourParentscombined

Langa:Sowhat'stheproblem?

Me:He'saverybigdisciplinarian,Hewantstomeet

youandI'mworried

Langa:Wellwhatwillhedotome?Killme?

Ichuckled...



Me:Theydon'tcallhimGeshfornothing

Langa:WellhisnamedoessoundSus

Aunt:Zeeareyouawakebaby?

Me:Ihavetogo,I'llseeyouatschool

Langa:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungup..

Sheknockedatthedoor..

Me:Comein



Sheentered..

Aunt:Getready..Ineedtodropyouoffatschool

beforeIgotowork

Me:YesAunty

Shesmiledandclosedthedoor..

MyAuntisaDoctor....

NOMVULA

Iwalkeddownstairs.Langawaseatingbreakfast.

Toastedbreadandcoffee..



Me:Goodmorning

Langa:Goodmorning..Yougoingtowork?

Me:Yes..Mycompanyneedsme

Langa:Okayyoulooklovely

Me:Thankyou..Readyforschool?

Langa:Yes..Lwandleleft?

Me:Yes..She'llbebacksoon

Langa:Ilikehavingheraround,It'sjustyouandMe.

Havingsomeoneelseinthehouseisnice



Me:Sheisalovelygirl

Langa:Sheis

Me:Comeon..Finishupsowecouldgo

Langa:Okay

SKNDLOVU

Fez:Theyhere

IlookedatAfro..

Me:Areyouready?

Henodded...



Fezcameandstoodnexttous.Westoodthere

facingthedoor..

Fez:Thisisasuicidalattempt,Theyseeguns.They

willshootus

Me:Theywon't,Weseeagunonthem.Weshoot

Weanxiouslywaited.Theyopenedthedoor.

Weraisedupourgunsatthedoor,Kaceewasthe

firstonetoenter.FollowedbySergio..Kaceeraised

uphishands.Sergiowasholdingabag..

Hedroppeditandraiseduphishandstoo..

Kacee:Weareunarmed



Fezwalkedovertothemtosearchedthemforguns..

Fez:Clear

Hewalkedbacktous..

Kacee:Whowould'vethought..Skbeingapartof

this?

Sergio:AndmyNiece'sFiancé!

Me:Andatraitortotheforce

Sergio:Afrotellme..Whatwastheplanhere?

Afro:YourNiecewasapartofkillingmyfamily,I



overheardher

Sergio:Youarestupid..Shanteldidnothing!

Me:Thenwhodid?You?

Sergio:CanIgetmyfuckenNiece

Me:Yeahsure

Hetossedthebagtous..

Me:Afro

Afrowenttoroom..Hecamebackwithhishands

behindhim..Hewalkedovertous..



Sergio:WhereisShantel?

Hebroughthishandstothefront..Holding

Shantel'shead..

Sergio:Motherfucker!!!!!!!!!!!!!(Screaming)

Hisscream,Broughtinamanwithguns..

Me:Takecover!!!

HepassedthemontoSergioandKaceeasFezand

Istartedshootingatthemwhilsttakingcover..

NOMVULA

Igottotheoffice..Lungahaddoneagoodjob,

Runningthecompany..



Lunga:Ourprofitincreasedwith2%sinceI've

resumedtheposition

Me:Icansee

Lunga:Notcomparedtoyoursbut..IthinkIdidwell

comparedtoothershere

Me:BlowingyourownhornIsee

Langa:So?

Me:Youfired

Langa:What?Youcan'tfireme!WhatdidIdo?



Me:AllthistimewhenIgottowork,I'vebeendoing

nothingbutreadcomplaintsfromotheremployees

Langa:Thosearehearsay,Youcan'tfiremeontheir

wordsagainstmine.I'lltakeyoutotheCCMAand

blastyouonthenet

Me:Ohhthere'sacctvfootageproofofyoursexual

harassmenttotheinternsthatdatesbackto3

monthsago..Shallwewatchthem?It'sapretty

disgustingmovieItellyou

Heloosenedhistie..

Me:ShallwetalkCCMAnow?

Langa:Mam'..I..



Me:ClearyourDesk,Fillintheseforms.All3are

openingcasesforyou

SKNDLOVU

Theshootoutlastedforatleast30min.Iwashiding

behindabigdrumbarrel.Fezwashidingnotfar

fromme.Hekeptonshooting..

Me:Fezwait

Hestopped.Itwasquiet..

Ipeepedthrough,SergioandKaceeweredown.

Theywerenotmoving,Justtherelayingonthepool

oftheirownblood.Iwalkedovertotheopendoor,

Theirmanwhogavethemgunswaslayingatthe

door.Deadtoo..



IturnedandlookedatFez..

Fez:Wedidit,Theydead

Weheardsomeonecoughing..

Me:Wehavetogetoutofherelet'sfindAfro

Fez:Afro???

Wesearchedforhimandfoundhimintheroom

werehewasholdingShantel..

Me:Comeon..Wedidit,Let'sgo..Weneedtomove

Afro:YaaIdon'tthinkI'mgoinganywhere



Iwalkedovertohim,Hehadhishandonhischest.I

checked,Hewasbleeding..

Me:Fez..Calltheambulance!!

Afro:No

Fez:Afro?Afro?

Hesatnexttohimtoo..

Afro:Youguysneedtogetoutofhere

Fez:No..Wenotleavingyouhere

Afro:Iwon'tmakeit



Hestartedcoughingoutblood..

Fezwasgettingemotional...

Fez:I'mnotleavingyouhere

Afro:YouneedtogoFez

Fez:Skcallanambulance!!

Afro:No..It'sokay..Didwekillthem?

Me:Yeahwedidit

Afrosmiledalittle..

Afro:Thenit'sover..It'sfinallyover,Wegotjustice.



Nomvulawillbesafe,AndMom.Wekilledthe

monster

FezlaidhisheadonAfro'schestasAfrostruggled

tobreath,Thenheeventuallywentquiet..

Fez:Noooooooooo!!!(Crying)

.

Tobecontinued
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LWANDLE



Iwaslookingatthescreenasthenumberswere

displayed.Myhandsweresweating,IwaswithLisa.

Shewasstandingnexttomerubbingherhands

together..

Lisa:Comeon!!..

Me:Ilovehowyoucheeringmeup

Lisa:Ineedthatgoldrosediamondring,Theonefor

50k

Me:What'swrongwithyourengagementringthatI

gotyou?

Lisa:IloveitbutIwantanewring

Me:Whyaren'tyouwearingit?It'sbeen2twodaysI



don'tevenseeitinthejewellerybox

Lisa:It'sactuallyabittight,Ithurts

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Youlostitdidn'tyou?

Lisa:Ididn'tloseit

Me:Lookatme

Lisa:Okayfine..Ididloseit

Me:Andyouexpectaringthatcosts50k,We'lltest

youwitha2know



Lisa:Here..Here..Here

Welookedatthebusinessnews..

Presenter:Nowaswelookatthetobaccoindustry..

Leadingthisweekwithaturnoverof5%increaseon

theirsalescomparedtolastmonth,IstheLanga

Tob-

Lisascreamedandjumpedupanddownwhenshe

heardourtobaccocalled..

Lisa:Youdidit!!

Shekissedmeandthenhuggedme..

Lisa:Iknewyouweregoingtomakeit!!Woow!!



IhuggedhertightsasIlookedatMymom'sframed

pictureonthewall.TogetherwithNtonto,And

Mbali..

Me:Yes..IdiditBabe,Ididit

Lisa:Nomvulaisgoingtobeproud!!

MyMompassedon2monthsago,Priortothatshe

hasbeensick.Takinghertothehospital,Shewas

diagnosedwithcervicalcancer...Itwasthehardest

time,ButIpulledthrough.Ontheotherhand,I'mthe

actingCEOinNomvula'scompany.Stilllearning,

Andalsoattendingworkshops.

Inothernews,WhenImoveddownhere

permanently.MyrelationshipwithSphiwesuffered,

AndGodbroughtsomeonetomewhenIleast

expectedit.Lisadivorcedwithherhusband,After

hehadcheated.Westartedseeingeachotherand



nowwearehere,Engagedtobemarried.Bothour

familiessupportus,Iwasscaredforher.Scared

thatifhermotherfindsout,It'llbeaproblem.She

understoodandsupportedus.Sheisbisexualbut

wasscaredofcomingouttoherfamilyforobvious

reasons..

Wehaveourplace,ImovedoutofNomvula'splace.

LisaandIhaveourownapartment,Andlifeseems

tobebetterforme.Aftereverythingthathappened,

Isawthatbeautifulsideoflife...

PATRICIA(PAT)

Idustedhispicture,Andthenputitbackonthe

wall..

Afro'sdeathstillhurtsme.Nojusticewasserved,

Theysaiditwasashootoutbetweenhimandthe

peoplewhoweretherewhoalsodiedinthe



process..

Feziforsomereasonblameshimselftoo..

NomvulaandIwestillhaveagoodrelationship.I

haveagoodrelationshipwithLangatoo,Despite

AfroandNaomideparting.NomvulaandIwestill

familyandI'mgratefulforthat...Langapromised

methattheygoingtomakemeapartofhis

Daughter'slife.TheygoingtonameherNaomi....

NOMVULA

Me:OkayMaaslongasyouguysarefine

Mom:Thankyousomuchforhelpingus

Me:Anytime..I'llseeyouguyssoon



Mom:Okay..Buthowareyouholdingup?

Me:Ican'twaittogivebirth,I'mtirednow

Mom:Youwillsoon

Me:Ihavetogo,I'mgettingaanothercall

Mom:Okaybye

Me:Bye

Ichecked,ItwasavideocallfromLanga..

Me:Hey



IsawpinkandwhiteBalloons,Lookedlikehewasin

hospital..

Me:Isthatahospital?

Langa:Yes..Iwannashowyousomething

Heturnedthecamera.IsawZeebreastfeedinga

baby..

Me:Ohhmyword..Shehasgivenbirthalready?

Whydidn'tyoucallme

Me:Whenshecalledmeyesterdaythatshewasin

pain,Irushedover.HerUnclehadtakenhertothe

hospital

Zee:ItwasaCsectionthough



Me:Ohhmy..I'msosorry

Langa:Yaaithappenedyesterdaysofast

Me:Iamsohappy,ThatNaomiisfinallyhere

Langa:Metoo

Skwalkeddown..

Langa:Wewillcallyoulater

Me:OkayIloveyouguys

Langa:Weloveyoutoo



Me:Zeegavebirthyesterday

Sk:Really?WhenLangaleftyesterdaythatshewas

inpain,Shewasactuallyinlabour

Me:Looksthatway

SkandIlivetogethernow,Hemovedin.I'mgladhe

isbecausenowI'mclosertogivingbirth.Ialready

methisGrandparentstheyarelovelypeople.Wenot

marriedyet,Norhashepaidlobola.It'snotthathe

doesn'twanttoo,ButaftermydivorcefromAfro.

I'mgoingtoholdoffonmarriageforalittle.

Heputhishandonmytummyandkissedmeonmy

cheek..

Me:Ican'twaitforhimtocomealready



Yesit'sababyboy..

Sk:Hewillcome

Weheardthemonitorgooff..

Sk:I'llcheck

Wehaveamaid,HernameisMariaandshe's45.

She'sverygoodandI'mhappytohaveheraround..

Sk:It'sKing

Me:Ohw

Hegavehimaccess..



Me:Ican'tbelieveweGrandparentsalready

Hehuggedmefromthebackandkissedmeonmy

neck..

Sk:IamsoexcitedIhavealwayswantedaboy..Let

meanswerthedoor

Hewenttogetthedoor..IndeeditwasKingand2

officers..

Sk:King

King:HeyMan

Sk:Whatareyoudoinghere?

King:Thisisnotasocialvisit



Sk:Okay?

King:SkhumbuzoNdlovu,Youareunderarrestfor

beinganaccomplicetothekidnappingofand

murderofShantel.Alsofortheshootoutthat

happenedinthewarehousethatresultedinthe

deathofAfro,SergioandKacee

Me:What?

King:Youhavetherighttoremainsilent..

Theycontinuedreadinghimhisrightsasthey

cuffedhim..Iwalkeduptothem..

Me:Kinggetthecuffsoff,Thisisridiculous!



King:WehaveproofNomvula

Me:Whatproof?Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Sk:It'sgoingtobeokay..It'sgoingtobeokay

King:Youmightwannacallyourlawyer,He'sgoing

awayforalongtime

Theyledhimoutwithmystandingthereand

confused..

Itookafewdeepbreathsandwenttogetmyphone

tocalltheLawyer..

SKNDLOVU

Itwasquietintheelevatorasitwentdown.



King:DammitSk..Whydidyoudoit??

Me:Howdidyoufindout?

King:Afewfootageswererecoveredfromthe

warehouse,Footagesthatshowedexactlywhat

washappeninginthewarehouse

Me:Idon'tunderstand,We'vealreadybroughtin

Fez.He'sincustody,Younotgettingawaywiththis

I'msorry.There'scompellingevidence,Iseeyou

lookingat32yearsmaxwithagoodlawyer

Iclosedmyeyesandshookmyhead..

FEZILE



Afro:"MynameisAfro,Thisisthesecondfootage

whichdetailsourplan.AsyousawthatIkilled

Shantel.MyaccomplicesSkNdlovutheDEA,And

myBrotherFezile.Asyou'veseenthemonthe

previousfootage"

Me:Stop

Thedetectivepausedit..

Detective:YourBrotherhadcamerasinthe

warehouse,Recordingeverythingthatyouguys

weredoing.Thesefootageswereretrievedfrom

there..Doyoustillconsideryourselfinnocent?

Ileanedbackonthechairandthoughtforawhile.

Ckwasn'ttheretohelpuswiththeplan,Hewas

theretoinstallhiddencameras..



Me:Afroyouslybastard!!!

.

****************THEEND***************


