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PROLOGUE

Iwokeupthatmorningtoheatupwaterformy

bath,butthetwoplateelectricstovedidn'tkick

in.Ipluggedandunpluggeditbutstill,itdidn't

wanttocometolife.Iunpluggeditandwentto

checktheelectricity,itwason00.00

Isighed.It'sstillverycoldinthemornings,and

bathingwithhotwaterisveryvital..

Ihadnochoicebuttosettleforcoldwater,I

havetobeatworkatexactly7am..

MynameisBenniceSibiya,buttheycallme

Nissimostofthetime.Iam 21yearsoldand

thelastchildborntomyMother.Ihaveabig

SisterFanny,shedoesn'tlivewithus.Shestays

inPretoriaandlivingherbestlife.



Icomefrom humblebeginnings,weare

definitelynotawellfinancialstablefamilybutI

domakeendsmeetwiththejobthatIhave.I

workatshoprite,thoughthesalaryis

disappointingbutI'm gratefulthatIcanbeable

toputfoodonthetableformeandmyMother,

moreespeciallysinceshedoesn'ttakeFanny's

money.Fannyisaprostitute,andMom always

saysthatshewouldneverspendFanny's

moneybecauseit'llbelikeshe'ssupporting

whatFannyisdoing..

Shewouldrandomlybelike"NissiusingFanny's

moneywouldbemesellingmyowndaughter

andmakingherthinkthatwhatshe'sdoingis

right".Ifullyunderstandwhereshe'scoming

from,Ialsodon'tlikewhatFannyisdoing.It's

verydangerous,shecaneithergetsickorbe

killed.Fannydoesn'twanttohearnothingabout

that,she'swayintoodeepinwhatshe'sdoing..

Ma:Sawubona(goodmorning)



Me:Ma

Ma:Unjani?(howareyou)

Me:Ngiyaphila(I'm well)

MyMotherhasnotbeenfeelingwell,inGeneral

shehashealthissues.Hypertensionbeingthe

alarmingone..

Me:Wehaveranoutofelectricity

Shesatdown..

Me:I'llleaveR50soyoucanget,Iwon'tbeable

togetitbecauseatworkit'sbusy

Ma:NgiyabonaNissiInkosiikubusise(Thank

youmychild,mayGodblessyou)

Ipassedmymatricextremelywell,butlifeat

homeforcedmetoabandonmydreamsand

worksoIcantakecareofmyMother.Fanny

helpsouthereandthere,shesendsthemoney

tomesomyMothercannotknowthatit'sfrom

her..IdobelievethatonedayIwillgettowhere



I'm meanttobe,Godwillmakeaway.Myage

stillallowsme..

TSHEPISO"TPEE"THOBAKGALE

HomeisaplacethatIdon'tlike.Comingfrom a

richbackgroundpeoplenormallythinkthatyou

don'thaveproblems,butbehindthese

expensivewalls.There'salotthatgoesdown.I

don'tgetalongwithmyFather,weareworst

enemies.Parentshavethistendencythatwhen

theysuccessful,youhavetofollowintheir

footsteps.Myfatherhasapharmaceutical

company,therichestfamilytoeverexist.That's

wheretheproblem stermsfrom,hewantsme

togetmyshittogethersoIcantakeoverone

day.Wearingasuitandbeingstuckintheoffice

alldayisnotmycupoftea..



IwasoverseasandmyBasketballcareerwas

juststarting.UnfortunatelyIhadtobeletgo

becauseofmymentalissues.I'm bipolarandI

actveryquicklywhenI'm mad.

Iinjuredoneofmyteam mates,hewas

admittedanddidn'tmakeit.Soitwentfrom a

caseofassaulttomurder,butmyDadmadeit

goaway.Thecaseateoutalotfrom hisbank

balance,butnothingthathecannotrecover.It

wasgoingtobeaclassiccaseofassaultbut

duringourfight,Iusedanobject.Ibashedhim

withachaironhisheadrepeatedlyandviolently

sountilhisskullopened,hediedaweeklater

whilsthewasinICU.Speculationsweremade

thatIdidthatbecauseIwasjealous,hewasthe

secondbestintheteam afterme.SotheysaidI

wantedtogetridofthe"Competition".

YesmaybeIdidn'tlikethefoolbutIalsodidn't

meantokillhim,itwasduringpracticewhen

ourfighterupted.Wehadaslightargumentand



hethrewtheballatme,ithitmeonmychest

theneverythingjustwentdownhillfrom there.I

sawred,andsecurityhadtotasemeinorderto

restrainme..

Mycareerhaseventuallyendedbeforeiteven

started,Ireallywantedtodothis.Toprovemy

Fatherwrong,whodoesn'thavefaithinme

anymore...

MyNameisTshepiso"Tpee"Thobakgale,I'm

27andthisismystorytoo..3
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TSHEPISO"TPEE"

Iwasatthebackshootinghoopsandlistening

tomusic.Despitemysituationthatkilledmy

careerbutbasketwillforeverremaininmy

heart.

"YoumightcatchmeinAtlantalookinglikea

boss

NewOrleansandthenMiami,partyinNewYork

TexasIbescrewedup,ChiTownIbereally

pimping

ButnothinglikemyhometownI'm forever

living...

Women,weedandweather

Theycomeforwomen,weedandweather

Forthewomen,weedandweather

From allaroundtheworldforthewomen,weed



andweather"

IsawmybestfriendJTmakinghiswaytome..

Me:"

SlickasElDeBargewiththefingerwaves,work

it,JT

Handlebarslikeafade,watchmeworkit,JT

I'm atlarge,runningplayslikeacircuit,JT

I'm sellingverses,JayZ,watchmeworkit,JT"

JT:Stoptripping

Hegavemeahandshakeandwebumped

shoulders..

Me:That'sthesongthat'scomingnext

JT:Yeahwhatever..What'sgood?

Isatontopoftheballandrubbedmyhands

together..

Me:YouknowMan,shitalwayshappening



JT:Youtellingmethattheycan'tcureyourtype

ofcrazy?WithafatherlikeVicThobekgalewho

fuckenhasapharmaceuticalcompanyhaving

peopledependonhim

Me:It'sactuallydeeperthanjustmedrinking

pillsman

JT:Areyoueventakingyourmeds?

Me:No..Theymakemefeelsometypeofway

JT:Can'ttheychangethem?

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutthis,don'twanna

talkaboutmymentalstate

JT:You'recrazythere'snothingtobeashamed

of

Me:GetthefuckouttaheretalkingaboutI'm

crazy

JT:Dogyoutakepillsjusttostayright

Me:WhateverMan



JT:Wannagooutforaride?

Ilookedaround..

Me:Yeahwhynot

JT:Let'sroll

NISSI

IhaveabestfriendbythenameofLuzuko.

Zukoalsoworksatshoprite,that'showwegot

toknoweachother.She'saballoffireandIlike

herpersonality.Shedoesn'ttakeshit,ifyou

messwithher.Shewillshowyouherarse!.I'm

moreonthereserved,Idon'ttalkmuchandI

stayoutoftrouble...

Zuko:uKateuyanyastraight(Kateismad)

Me:Why?

Zuko:I'm packingtodayinsteadofbeingbehind



thetill

Ichuckled..

Me:She'sstillmadaboutwhathappened

yesterday

Zuko:Tsekloyameleatholeindonda(she

needsaman)

Me:Usho?

Zuko:I'm tellingyouallthatcrazinessisgoing

togotogoaway

Customer:Isaidtwoplastics

Me:Yousaid1

Customer:Ngithe2

Me:Sorry..Imust'venotheardyou

Customer:Uzongizwanjaniuvulele(Howwill

youhearmewhenyoutalkingalot)

Me:SorrySisi

Customer:Similelaninanibusyniyahleba(We



havebeenlongstandingherewhilstyou2are

busygossiping)

Me:Siyaxolisa(sorry)

Customer:Haisuka!Yilokuthinayalaiskolofor

iShoprite(Theproblem isthatyouguysgaveup

schooltocomeandworkhere)

Zuko:Haibomanjeiskolosingenaphi?(What

doesschoolhavetodowiththis)

Customer:I'm justsayingbecauseclearlyyou

girlsarenotheredoingwhatyoulove,youhere

tomakeendsmeetandweascustomershave

tosuffer!

Zuko:Allthisunnecessarysituationjust

becausesikhohlweiPlastichaicha!

Me:Hereisyourreceipt

Shetookthereceiptandwalkedaway..

Zuko:Sazesavelelwa

SisKatewalkeduptous..



Kate:UfunanilaZuko,uyazianginifunieduzane

nina(Whatdoyouwanthere,youknowIdon't

wantya'lltogether)

Zukorolledhereyes..

Kate:GotothenextcounterZukoIdon'twant

younexttoNissi

Zukowalkedtothenextcounterveryannoyed....

TSHEPISO"TPEE"

AftertakingashowerIwalkeddownstairstoJT,

hewassearchingthroughthefridge..

JT:IthoughtIwouldfindsomeleftovers

Me:Wedon'tdoleftovers

Heclosedthefridge,Ifixedmyhat.Usually

whenIwearmybuckethatextendsdownand

coversmywholeforehead..



Me:Let'sroll

JT:Howdoyouguysnotkeepleftovers?

Me:Wedon'teatthesamefoodthatweate

yesterday

JT:Wheredoalltheleftoversgo?

Me:Tothetrashthenfreshfoodgetsprepared

JT:Youdon'tevengivemaids?

Me:NomyMom doesn'twant,sayswe

shouldn'tgivepeoplewhatwenotgoingtoeat

tooit'snotright

Heshookhishead..

Me:Comeonlet'sroll

JT:Ihavetomoveinwithimmediateeffect

Me:Let'sgobeforeIchangemymind

NISSI



Me:Hereisyourreceiptthankyou

Thenextcustomercamethrough,itwasmy

boyfriendLindo..

Me:Whatyoudoinghere?

Lindo:Ican'tcomecheckonmygirlfriend?

Me:WellI'm notcomplaining

Lindo:Dinnertonight?

Me:I'dlikethat

Lindo:I'llseeyoulaterthen

Me:Lateritis

Lindo:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.

Tobecontinued
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TSHEPISO"TPEE"

Ireceivedatextmessagefrom mygirlfriend

LuciaasTJandIweweredriving.Thetextread:

"Iam goingoutonagirl'stripthiscoming

weekend,thoughtIshouldletyouknowbefore

time"

Me:Lowerthevolumealittle,Iwannamakea

call

HeloweredthevolumeandIcalledher..

Lucia:Thobakgale

Me:Ijustgotyourtext

Lucia:YesIwantedtoinform youbeforehand

Me:I'm alittleconfused.Areyouaskingmeor



areyoutellingme?

Lucia:Iwaslettingyouknow

Me:Soyouweretellingme?

Lucia:MyfriendsandIlongplannedthistrip,I

wasjustlettingyouknowbeforehand

Me:Ithoughtarelationshipwasabouttwo

people,soI'm alittlesurprisedthatinsuch

decisionsI'm notincluded

Lucia:ButTpeeI'm lettingyouknow,it'snotlike

Ijustpackedupandleft

Me:Iunderstandandthankyouforlettingme

know

Lucia:Soyouokaywithit?

Me:YesI'm coolwithit,youshouldenjoy

Lucia:ThankgoodnessIwasworriedfora

moment..Thoughtyouweregoingtoblowup

Me:WhyshouldI?Imeanit'sjustyouandyour



girlfriendsright?

Lucia:Yes

Me:Thoughyoushould'vetoldmebeforehandI

could'vegivenyoumoneytogeteverything

Lucia:There'sstilltime..It'sWednesday

Me:YeahIguessso..Youshouldcome

tomorrowsowecandoshoppinggetnew

clothesandwhatnot

Lucia:I'dreallylikethat

Me:Seeyoutomorrowthen?

Lucia:I'llcomeinthemorning

Me:That'sgood...Iloveyou

Lucia:Iloveyoutoo

Shehungup..

TJ:She'snotgoingtothegirl'stripisshe?

Me:Notatall



(Silence)

TJ:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Breakingherboneswon'thelpmuchshe

hardlymakesmemad..I'm goingtopoisonher

TJ:Okaywait..That'sabitdrastic,yougoingto

killher?

Me:Nodon'tbestupid..Justaterriblestomach

bugthat'sgoingtolastforafewdays

Heshookhishead..

TJ:Whydon'tyoujusttellherthatyoudon't

wantherleaving

Me:That'snotgoingtostopher..Letmemake

anothercall

TJ:She'salreadyscaredofyouso..

Me:She'salreadygettingusedtothebeatings,

she'lljustgoandcomebacktoabeatingthen

she'llmoveon



TJ:Youhavedamagedthisgirldoyouknow

that?Whyareyouevenwithher?

Me:She'sgotthebestpussyandshe'sgoodfor

myimage

TJ:ohwsoit'sallaboutherpussy,it'snot

serious?

Me:YoureallythinkI'm goingtowifeawhore?

Likegiveawhoremyfather'ssurname?Stop

tripping.MyrelationshipwithLuciaisgoodhow

itis

TJ:Howissheawhorewhenshe'snoteven

cheating?Thatgirlfearsyou,sheliterallyhasto

getpermissiontogooutwithherfriends

Me:She'saspinelesspieceofshitit'snotmy

fault!Luciapostsalotofexplicitcontent

includingnudesonsocialmediaandyou

seriouslythinkI'm goingtowifethatshit?Can't

turnawhoreintoawifethat'sforshizzle

TJ:Mynizzle



Me:Youknowhowitis

NISSI

Iwasexcitedandlookingforwardtohaving

dinnerwithLindolateron.Apartfrom my

terriblelife,he'sthebestthingthathas

happenedtome.He'snotsofinancialstable,

hisfatherownsalocalspazashopbuthedoes

spoilmeeverynowandthenfrom hissalary

thathegetsfrom thespazashop.It'snotalot

butLindohasnoresponsibilities.

Iwasonmyteabreak,decidedtogogetme

someicecream atKFCandcheckwhat'sbeen

goingdownonsocialmedia..

RunningtohatefulpostsaboutTshepiso

Thobakgale,VicThobakgale'sSonisnow

becominganorm.Thisguyhasalotofhaters.I

don'tblamethehaters,he'sbadnews.Always



underthespotlightforhisnotoriousbehavior.

Notsolongagohewastrendingforbeatinghis

girlfriendtoapulp,andnowhe'smurdercase

hasresurfaced.Peoplehadalotof

speculations,talkingabout"Moneycangetyou

outofanything"..

Richpeoplemakemesick,theygetawaywith

almosteverything.Theirmoneyreallymakesit

workforthem..IcheckedtheThobakgale

Pharmaceuticalpage,peopleweredragging

Tpee'sissuethere..

"Idon'tknowwhypeoplecan'tboycottthis

company.ThefounderandCEO'ssonistrash

andthemoneythatcomesoutfrom thereisto

makehisbadactsgoaway"

.

"Thesearethesamepeoplewhoarefighting

againstthecureforHIV/AIDSbecausethey



wannakeeponmakingmoneyfrom ARVs"

.

"VicThobakgaleisthedevil,andthe

Thobakgalepharmaceuticalcompanyishell.

Whenyouworkthere,youliterallysellingyour

soultothedevil.He'sgoingtouseandcontrol

youuntilyoudon'thaveanythingtogive

anymore.Heliterallyownsyou"

.

"Vicwillbetalkingdayandnightmaking

himselfseem likeagoodpersonwhilsthisSon

isbusybeatinghisgirlfriendandkillingpeople"

.

"Someonedefinitelyhastoburndownthe

building,wearetirednow!Thisbuildingis

standingandsupportedbypeople'stearsand

blood"



Iwentandleftacomment:

"Unfortunatelypeoplelikethiswillalwaysget

awaywitheverything,that'sthesadtruth.Ihate

theThobakgalefamilywitheverythingIhavein

me..Bloodsuckers!"

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Iam aYouTubeandinstainfluencer.Ihave

about3millfollowersnow.NotsolongagoI

wasjustagirlmindingmyownbusiness,

displayingmylifeonsocialmediauntilIstarted

datingTshepisoThobakgale.Iblewup,and

gainedalotofhype.HeliterallymademewhoI

am orwhatIam rather.I'vealwaysbeenabout

thegoodlife,happensalotwhenyoucome

from afinancialstrugglingbackground.WhenI

starteddatingTpeehecleanedme,mademe



shine.

WhatIlikemostabouthim isthathe'snot

stingy,hegoesalloutforyou.Butthesame

waythathespoilsyou,isthesamewaythathe

breaksyou..Hecanmakeandbreakyou

anytimethathewants.Whenyouwithhim he

ownsyou,there'snowayoutunlesshe'sthe

onewhodumpsyoufirst.Evenwiththat,you

canmoveonbutifhecomesbackforyou.You

willleavethatrelationshipwhetheryoulikeitor

not..

IwasliveonInstagram withaglassofwineand

talkingabouttheCapeTowntripwithmygirls

thiscomingweekend.Myfavoritesongwas

playinginthebackground.Ireadthecomments:

"Girlyourmakeup...Pleasetellusyourmakeup

routine,doavideo"



.

"Iusedtoloveyouuntilyoustayedina

relationshipwithaguywhoalmostkilledyou,a

guywhokilledsomeoneelse"

.

"Ifeelsorryforlittlekidswholookuptothis

trashasarolemodel"

.

"Isitallaboutthemoney?Isthatthereason

whyyoudon'twannaleavehim?"

.

"Iwishnexttimehekillsyou,justtothinkthat

wefeltsorryforyouwhenyouuploadedthose

pictureswhenyouwereinthehospital"

.

"Thisbitchisfamousbecauseyouguysare

makingherrelevant"



.

"WeknowTshepisoThobakgalemadeyou,

henceheisbreakingyou"

Onceuponthecommentsusedtogettome,I'd

lieawakeeverynightcrying.ButnowIgrewa

thickskin,Ilethatersbeandenjoymylife.Even

badpublicityisstillpublicity....

NISSI

AftermyteabreakIwentbacktowork,Luzuko

wasnowheretobefound.Shewassupposedto

gotoherteabreakafterme.

IwenttotheofficetoseeKate..

Me:SisKateI'm back



Kate:Youwilltakethefirsttill,Mandisaisgoing

onherteabreak

Me:HaveyouseenLuzuko?

Kate:Isentherhomeshe'snotfeelingwell

Me:What'swrong?

Kate:Shewasatthetoiletvomiting,sheneeds

togetapregnancytest

Me:Ohw

Kate:Comeon..Let'sgo

.

Tobecontinued
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FANNY(NISSI'SSISTER)



Sellingyourbodyinexchangeformoney

doesn'tonlydirtyyouphysically,butitalso

taintsyoursoul.Youcarrythatshameinall

partsofyourbeing,becausetheseMenleavea

partofthem inyou.Unfortunatelyinlifeweare

allnotdestinedforthesamething.There's

thosewhowalkthroughwithoutanyobstacles,

there'sthosewhostrivetogetwheretheywant,

thenthere'sus.Whotakeashortcutbecause

lifenevershowedusit'sbeautifulside.Nochild

isbornaprostitute,butlifegetsinthewayat

times.Thenyoufindyourselfnothavingany

choicebuttoresorttotheunthinkabletoget

througheachday..Lifewashardathome,being

thefirstbornIwitnessedmyMotherdoingthe

same.Withher,itwasabitdifferent.Shewould

justdateMenformoney,sleptwithdifferent

Menjusttoputfoodonthetableforus.The

communityneverlikedher,wewerealways



insultedbecausemarriedMencouldn'tresist

her.Itwasadifficultupbringingandnowthe

cursefollowedmethrough.Iam myMother's

Daughter,noquestionsaskedandno

explanations...Ihavealreadypurposedand

acceptedthatthisiswhoI'm goingtobe,until

theendoftime....

There'sthiswomanthatIusuallyconsultwith,

shegivesmesomethingtomakemycoochie

twiceenjoyablewhenIsleepwithanyMan,so

hecankeeponcomingback.

Inowsay,ifyouwereawomanandyouhavea

coochie.Youdon'thaveanyexcuseforyour

suffering,Period!!

Iwasatthehairsalongettingmyhairdone.The

ownerofthesalonisAfafa,allthewayfrom

Ghanaandsheknowsherbusiness.Shedoes



myhairverywellandhasalotofcustomers...

Afafa:Ilikeyourwig

Me:It'sbeautifulIgotitlastweek,pleaseglueit

in..Idon'twannabetakingitoff

Afafa:howmuchwasit?

Me:R1500becauseit'sashoulderlength

Afafa:It'saffordableatleast

Me:Wherewereyou?

Afafa:Iwenthome,myfriendtellsmeyouthat

yourefusedtodoyourhairwithher

Me:Ionlytrustyou

Shelaughed..

Me:Youknowhowtodomyhairwell,Idon't

wantanyoneelsetouchingmyhair

Afafa:That'strue



TSHEPISO"TPEE"

JTtookmetosomeclub,itwasempty.Just

musicplayingandthestaffsortingoutbottles..

Rambo:JTit'sbeenaminute

JT:MeetmyfriendTpee

Rambolookedatme..

Rambo:OhwIknowhim,whodoesn'tknow

him..What'supMan?

HeextendedhishandouttomeandIjust

lookedatit,heretracteditback..

Me:It'snothingpersonalIjustdon'tknow

whereyourhandhasbeen

Rambo:I'm notoffended

JT:SodoyouhavetheSoda?

Rambolookedatme..

JT:Youcantrustmyfriend



Rambo:YesIdohavethebakingSoda..R600a

pack

JT:Giveme2

Rambo:I'llbeback

Hewalkedaway..

Me:Youstillsniff?

JT:Keepsmesane..You'veneversniffed

before?

Me:IdidbackwhenIwasinAtlantabutI

stopped,wasn'tgoodformymentalhealth

JT:Madeyouworse?

Me:MadememoreaggressiveandIwas

hallucinatingalot,followedbyaheadache

JT:Itmustbehardforyou,becauseeven

alcoholyoudon'tdrinkthatmuch

Me:WhatcanIsay

JT:Thisshitismakingmebroke...Ihadtoskip



afewbills

Me:Thoughtyourlastalbum didwell

JT:Theyleakedthatshit

Me:Whydon'tyougoontour?

JT:Myrecordlabelissideliningmenowsince

theysignednewartists,I'm nolongervisibleto

them

Me:Makeyourselfvisibletothem then,don'tlet

someonetakeyourbreadandbutterfrom you

JT:I'llseewhatIcando

NISSI

Iwasonataxibackhome,Icountedthemoney

inmypurse.Ionlyhavetaxifareforthisweek,

I'llhavetocallFannyandaskforsomecash.

PlusmyMotherandIstillhavetobuybread



untilmonthend.Itookmyphoneoutand

checkedforothervacanciesonline,Shoprite

doesn'tpaythatmuch..

R1800amonth,isnotthatenough..

AtleastifIgetajobatPicknPay,PicknPay

paysbetter..IneedtogetR2000amonth,I'llbe

abletopullthrough..

Iwasveryhungry,MylastR50forlunchIgaveit

tomyMom sothatshecouldgetelectricity..

SometimesIfeellikegivingup,lifeisnoteasy.

It'smoreharderwhenyouwannadosomething

good,whenyoustrivingtowardsagoodfuture.

Yourwaytothetopgetsharderwitheachstep.

IwipedmytearsasIstaredoutofthewindow,

it'sstartingtogettoomuchnow.Ishouldbe

somewherefurtheringmystudies,lifewith

matriconlydoesn'thelpmuch...IcalledFanny..

Fanny:Skwata



Itwasabitnoisyinthebackground..

Me:Skwata

Fanny:Ithoughtyouwouldbeatwork

Me:Ijustknockedoff

Fanny:Okayhowwaswork?

Me:Ahhwhatcanwesay

Fanny:Eishyaaskiesbutkuzolunga(Everything

willbefine)

Me:SkwataI'veranoutofmoneyfor

transportation,I'm goingtoneedatleastR300

Fanny:Ninakoukudlaendlini?(doyouhave

foodathome)

Me:Nexnjani(No)

Fanny:I'lltransferR1000,atleast2weeks

beforemonthend

Me:ThankyouverymuchSkwata,singabayini

Fanny:Idon'tminddoingthingsforyouguys,



justthatyourMothereyy.Sheshouldjustgive

insoItakeoverandyougobacktoschool.

Whatshe'sdoingisunfair

Me:AhhyouknowMom,she'sselfrighteous

Fanny:Sheusedtoprostituteherselftoo,

changedMenfasterthanshecouldchangeher

underwear

Me:She'sstillyourMotherFanny

Fanny:AselfishMother!

Ididn'twannadiveintotheconversationand

discusspolitics..

Me:Thankyouforthemoney

Fanny:YouwelcomeMntanakaMaletmesend

nowbeforeIforget

Me:Okay

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)



IwaslayinginbedwithmyBestfriend..

Me:Mindmyteddybears

Weweredrinkingchampagne...

Zama:Soheagreedtothegirlstrip?

Me:Yes

Zama:Interesting...That'ssounlikeTpee

Me:Iknowhey

Zama:Iguesswewillenjoythen

Me:Wedefinitelygoingtoenjoy

(Silence)

Me:IknowTpeeisconsideredevil,heiscold

heartedbuthehelpsmealot.Hepaysformy

rentandhashelpedmebesomething,

somethingthatmycousinsdon'tlookdownon

becausetheymoresuccessfulthanme

Zama:YourParentsstillthinkyouworking?



Me:Yes

Zama:Sotheydon'tquestionyouquestionyou

bringingmoneyathome?Imeanyoudon'thave

matrictogetagoodpayingjob

Me:Iforgedpapers,toldthem itwasjustluck

formetogetagoodpaying"Job"

Zama:SoifTpeecanleaveyouwhat'sgoingto

happen?

Me:TpeeandIhavebeentogetherfor5years

he'snotgoingtoleaveme.Yeshefoolsaround

alotbuthealwayscomesbackhome,Iam

sittingherelookingatmarriageImeanhis

Motherknowsme.I'vebeentohishouseafew

times

Zama:OhwIsee

Me:I'm sensingjealousyfrom yourside,don't

belikethat

Zama:That'swhyIdon'twannasaymuch



becauseIdon'twannasoundjealous

Me:Let'skeepondrinkingandavoidpetty

arguments

.

Tobecontinued
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AfterspendingthedaywithJT,Istoppedbyat

myFather'sworkplacetospeaktothe

pharmacistwhoistheheadofthedepartment..

Iknockedatherdoor..

Pelo:Comein

Iwalkedin..



Me:StillaworkaholicIsee

Shelookedatmeandwentbacktowhatshe

wasdoing..

Pelo:Whateveritis...It'saNo

Me:It'sgoodseeingyoutoo

Pelo:Whatdoyouwant?

Iwalkedtohercabinet..

Me:Nothingseriousanddefinitelynotyour

pussy

Pelo:Gladtoknowbecauseit'sofflimits

Me:Iwantsomethingthatcanmakesomeone

sick..Somethingnotaggressive,andsomething

thatwon'tkillher

Pelo:Thefirstbottleonthetoprow,the

unmarkedone

Me:Justlikethat?

Pelo:IfIrefuseyougoingtogivemea



headache,thenextbottleisanantidote.Ifshe

doesn'tgettheantidotein3days,hervital

organsaregoingtoshutdown.Comaandthen

death

Me:Uhm thankyou

Pelo:Youwelcome

Me:BeforeIgo..Iwantyoutostopwhateverit

isthatyouhavegoingonwithmyDad

Pelo:It'snotlikeyourMotherdoesn'tknowthat

herhusbandisalyingcheatinghusband,ohw

bytheway.Ifyougetcaughtwiththat,andyou

dragmedown.I'm notgoingdownalone,I'm

takingDaddyVicdownwithme.Exposethe

wholecompanyfortrulywhatitis,theendto

thewholeThobakgaleempire!

NISSI



Fannydidtransferthemoney,withtheonly

moneyIhadonmewhichwasR100.Idecided

tobuyussomeslabchips,bread,Russians,

atchaarandacooldrinkatthefastfoodjoint.

Justhavesomethingdifferentfordinnertonight,

somethingnice.Wehardlybuytakeaways,with

thestateofourliving.Everycenthastobuy

somethingthatwouldlastusforaweekifnot

weeks..

Ma:Wheredidyougetmoney?You'vebeen

complainingthatyoubroke

Me:Lindosentmesomelunchmoneyatwork,

R100decidedtokeepit

Ma:Youcould'veaddedittoyourtransport

money

Me:It'sokayI'llborrowfrom Zuko.Stop

worryingandeat

Ma:Thankyou

Me:Youwelcome



Ma:Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddowithoutyou

Nissi,mayGodblessyou.OnedayIwanttosee

yourcarparkedoutsidecominginwith

groceriesthatyoucan'tevenholdbyyourself

Ilaughed...

Ma:I'm serious

Me:ThankyouMa,IbelievethatGodwillmake

itpossibleoneday

Ma:Whateverhappenspleaseneversellyour

bodyinexchangeformoney.Nevergive

yourselftoamanformoney,thatlifeisvery

difficult..It'sverytoughanditcomeswith

terribleconsequences

Me:IknowMa..IpromisethatI'llnevergo

downthatroad

Ma:Thankyou

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)



IwasonthephonewithmyMother..

Iam theonlychildborntomyparentsand

becauseofthat,myparentstookinmy2

cousinsandraisedthem ontheirown.Things

startedtobecomeabitdifficultfrom there,

therewasalotofcompetitionbetweenus.They

madeitinlifeandIbecametheblacksheepof

thefamily.Ihavealwayswantedagoodlife,I

didn'tgrowuppoorbutwithtwomorekidsin

themix.Ourfinancesathomewerestrained..

Ma:Howisworkgoing?

Me:WorkisgoingwellMa,I'm eventired

Ma:I'm gladthatworkisgoingwell

Me:Howarethingsathome?

Ma:Thingsarefine..Lindelwatheygoingtopay

lobolaforhernextweek

Ibitmytongue,Lindelwaisoneofmycousins..



Ma:Yougoingtocomeright?

Me:YesIwillcome

Ma:Luciayouhavebeendatingthisguyfor5

years,hashesaidanythingaboutlobola?

Me:Wellwedotalkaboutlobola

Ma:He'srich..It'snotlikehe'sstillbudgeting

forlobola,hecanpaylobolaevenwithhiseyes

closed

Me:HewasoverseasMaremember?

Ma:Howwastherelationshipevengoingwhen

hewasthere?Areyousurehedoesn'thave

anyoneelse?5yearsisalongtimeheshould've

knownbynowifhereallywantstobewithyou

ornot

Me:Whereisallofthiscomingfrom now?

Ma:JustthatyourcousinLindelwasaysshe's

followinghim onsocialmediaandthismanis

badnews,shesayshehaskilledbefore



Me:YoulisteningtoLindelwanow?

Ma:Isittruethough?

Me:Iam yourdaughter!Lindelwaisnotyour

fleshandblood,youshouldstopbelievingwhat

shesays!

Ma:HaiLucia

Me:ByeMa,thisconversationisreally

upsettingme

Ihungup...

NISSI

Whenwehadfinishedeating,Iwenttosee

Lindokuhle.HewasnotaroundsoIwaitedfor

him atthegate,atthegateofhishouse.

Heshowedupafter10min..



Lindo:Ntokazi

Me:Sthandwasam

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Lindo:Unjani?(howareyou)

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Lindo:I'm goodtoo

Wemadeourwayintotheyard..

Lindo:SorryItooklong

Me:Noit'sokay

Lindo:Ithoughtyouweregoingtospendanight

Me:Ican'tlove..Mymotherisnotfeelingwell

Lindo:Isee

Heunlockedhisroom andwemadeourwayin,

Iwentandclosedthewindow..

Lindo:Shouldwegogetsomethingtoeat?

Me:I'm fullmaybesnacks



Lindo:Okaylet'sgogetsnacks,plusIhave

somethingtotellyou..Maybewe'llgetwine

whilewewereatit

Me:Yamaybe

TSHEPISO"TPEE"

Iwalkedintomyfather'sstudy...

Me:Canwetalk?

Dad:Gooutandknock,there'ssomethingwe

callmannersinthishouse

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Me:Canwetalk?

Hepointedatthedoor..

Me:Whenareyougoingtoendthisthingyou

havewithPelo?

Dad:Howisthatanyofyourbusiness?



Me:Mymom ismybusiness

Dad:Idon'tseehercomplaining

Ichuckled..

Me:Youaresuchabastard?

Dad:Youhavemadeyourpointnowgetoutof

mystudy

Me:Yousickenme

Dad:Iam tellingyoustill,getoutofmystudy

beforeIthrowyouout!

Me:Youknowwhat..GofuckyourselfVic!

Vic:Let'sgetonestraightyoupieceofshit!This

ismyhouseandifyounotgoingtorespectme

inmyhousegetthefuckout!..OhwIforgotyou

needmymoneytopayrenteverymonth,they

sayneverbiteahandthatfeedsyou

Helookedatthedoor..

Dad:Honey



Iturnedandlookedback,itwasmyMother..

Igotupandwalkeduptoher..

Me:Ididn'tseeyoutoday

Ikissedheronthecheek..

Me:Didyougoout?

Ma:YesIwasout

Shelookedatus...

Ma:Iwasabouttopreparedinner,whatwould

youliketohavefordinner?

Dad:Youknowthatyoudon'thavetodothat?

Wehaveachefforthat

Ma:Ienjoycookingdon'tworry

Me:Wewillhavewhateveryoucook

Dad:Yesjustsurpriseus

Ma:I'llbeinthekitchen

Me:CanIcomeandhelp?



Ma:Thatwouldbelovely

Shewalkedout,IlookedatVic.Helookedatme

too..Ithenwalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued

NISSI
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NISSI

LastnightLindotoldmethathefoundajobko

NorthWest.Toldmearelativefoundhim that

jobandhewillbeleavingsoon.Ididn'tknow

howtofeelaboutthat,IjustpretendedthatI

washappyforhim.Thethingsis,longdistance

relationshipsdon'treallyworkunlessbothof



youareverymuchinvestedintherelationship.

He'sgoingtogodownthere,seeandmeetnew

people.There'sprobablygonnabegirlsbetter

thanme,evenifhecouldtrytoholdbackbuthe

willeventuallygivein.Menareweak,theywill

neversaynotofreepussy.He'sgoingtoneed

pussyatsomepointinhislifeandhewillbe

temptedthenhewilldefinitelycheat..Iwokeup

withaheavyheartthenextmorningtoprepare

forwork,mymindwasstuckonwhatLindotold

me.Icouldn'tgetitoutofmyhead..

Ma:Nissi

Me:Ma

Ma:Youcamebacklatelastnight

Me:Yaasorry,Istayedouttilllate

Ma:Ijustdon'twantyouwalkingaroundthe

streetsatnight,youcould'vesleptthere.Iknow

heaccompaniedyoubut,hecould'vebeen

overpowered



Me:Mahishouseisnotfarfrom ours,people

aroundhereknowus.Noonewasgoingto

botherus

Ma:Iwasjustsaying

Me:Yawhatyousayingdoesn'tmakesense

(Silence)

Irealizedafterthatmomentofsilence,that

whatIsaidtoherwasdisrespectful..

Me:I'm sorry..I'm juststressed

Ma:What'swrong?

Me:It'snothingmuchjustwork..Ihavetogo

Ma,I'llbelate

Ma:Didyoupray?

Me:YesIdid

Ma:Enjoyyourday

Me:Iwill..Thankyou



LUCIA

TheUberdroppedmestraightatthemaingate,

Igotoutandtookmybag..

Me:Thankyou

Thedrivertookoff.Itookoutmyphoneand

textedhim,TheThobakgaleresidentisvery

secured.There'snoeasyaccess,Idon'tblame

them.Theyhavealotofenemies.

Iwaitedforalmost10minbeforeheshowed

withthecaddycargolfcart,thegateopened.

Imademywaytohim..TheSecurityguard

showedup..

Tpee:She'swithme

Security:StillIhavetocheckher

Tpee:She'smygirlfriend,she'sbeenhere



before

Security:IunderstandSir,butstill

Tpeelookedatme..

Tpee:I'm sorryaboutthis

Me:Noit'sokay

Security:Yourbagplease

Igaveittohim...

Tpee:Thisisridiculous!

FANNY(NISSI'SSISTER)

HewassnoringsobadthatIcouldn'tsleep

peacefully.Iturnedandlookedathim,hewas

layingonhisbackfastasleep.Ipulledthe

coversdownandgotoutofbed,Imademyway

tothebathroom tobrushmyteeth..

Sekoismyusualclient,he'smarried.Hasa



familyandhecomestomewhenhewantsto

clearhishead.He'sabitolderandverybadat

sexbuthepaysgood,Sekocanpaymejustto

sleepnexttohim forthewholenight..

Thislifecangetverylonelyattimes,Idowish

todatesomeonebutIdon'tthinkthere'sany

manwhowilleverbeokaywithwhatI'm doing

andrightnow.Thislifecomesfirst,lovedoesn't

paybills..

NISSI

Luzukowasaround,Ithoughtshewasn'tgoing

tocomesinceIheardthatshewassick..

Zuko:Youdon'tlookwell,what'swrong?

Me:LindoismovingdowntoNorthwest,hegot

ajobthere



Shewhistled..

Me:Iknow

Zuko:That'sgoingtobedifficultItellyou

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodoZuko

Zuko:There'snothingyoucando,whenhe

leavesstartlookingforanewman

Me:ImeanIloveLindowe'vebeentogetherfor

alongtime,thisshouldn'tendus..Itcan'tend

us

Zuko:Idon'twannalietoyou,heisgoingto

cheat.YesZukolovesyoubuttheseMen,when

newpussycomesbyI'm tellingyou

Me:Don'tsaysuch...I'lltalktohim

Zuko:Andsaywhat?Don'tgo?

Me:No..Talkhowwegoingtomakeitwork

Zuko:There'snomakingitwork,startteaching

yourhearttolethim gobecausehe'sgoingto



hurtyousomethingsobadyouwon'teven

believeit

Me:Ihavetogotothestation

LUCIA

Tpeewasmadoverthesecurityissue..

Me:Calm down

Tpee:Thisismyfuckenhouse,whothehell

doeshethinkheis?

HisMom showedup..

Sheeda:What'sthenoiseallabout?

Tpeetriedtocalm down..Iwalkeduptoher.

Me:MrsThobakgale

Ibentdowntotouchherfeetbutshebrought

mebackupbeforeIcouldtouchthem..



Sheeda:It'sokay..Youdon'thavetodothat

Me:Howareyou?

Sheeda:I'm doingwell..Howareyou?

Me:I'm welltoo

Sheeda:Iwasjustgoingout,I'llbebacklater

ShewalkeduptoherSon..

Sheeda:Calm down,he'salsodoinghisjob

Hekissedheronherforehead..

Tpee:Haveasafedrive

Sheeda:I'llbebacklater

Tpee:Iloveyou

Sheeda:Iloveyoutoo

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Sheeda:Itwaslovelyseeingyou

Me:Metoo

Shemadeherwaytothedoor..



Me:YourMotherislovely

Tpee:Yeahsheis

Iwalkeduptohim andputmyhandsonhis

cheek..

Me:Areyouokay?Don'tletthisgettoyou.I'm

notoffended

Hegotmyhandsoffhim..

Tpee:Thisisnotaboutyou!Don'tgiveyourself

soomuchcredit

Hepickedupmybagfrom thefloorandI

followedhim upstairs..

Tpee:Idon'tevenfeellikegoingtothemall

anymore

Ikeptquietaswegotintohisbedroom..

Me:Sowenolongerdoingshoppinganymore?

Tpee:DidyouhearwhatIsaid?

Me:Iheardwhatyousaidjustthatyou



promisedmethatwewillgoshopping

Tpee:Idon'tcarewhatIpromisedyou!Idon't

feellikedoingshoppinganymore!

Me:Justbecauseofthesecurityguardissue?

Youlikeoverreactingoverstupidthings

Helookedatmeandangershotoutfrom his

eye..

Tpee:Whatthefuckdidyoujustsay?

Iswallowed..

Tpee:Whatdidyousay?

HewalkeduptomeandIsteppedback..

IsteppedbackuntilIwasagainstthedoor,even

ifItrytoopenandrunout.He'sgoingtocatch

mebeforeIgetfar...

Heputhishandonmyneckandpressedme

againstthedoor..

Tpee:DoyouthinkI'm oneofyourfriendsthat



youcanfuckenrunyourmouthat?Iownyou!

Andyoudon'tfuckengettotalktomelikethat

Removinghishandfrom myneckwasgoingto

beimpossible,he'salotstrongerthanIam..

Witheverystatementhepressedharder,I

couldn'tbreathanymoreandmyvisionwas

becomingblurry,allthestrengthIhadinme

wasquicklydrainedandIfeltmykneesgetting

weak..Istartedscratchinghisarm withmylong

nailshopingthatwillmakehim loosenhisgrip

aroundmyneck..

.

Tobecontinued

NISSI
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LUCIA



Asongthatwasplaying,wastheveryfirstthing

thatwokemeup..

"Bitch,I'm onmyowntime

Fuckaniggaco-sign

Alwayschangemynumberandmyphoneline

Babygirl,Idon'tlie

Usedtohavenomoneyforacrib

Nowmyroom servicebillcostyourwholelot

Iftheytrytostuntme,Igoalloutmilitary

I'm camo'edallout,likeI'm inthemilitary

Ifreeupallmyniggas,lockedupinthe

penitentiary"

IopenedmyeyestoThobakgalesittingonthe

smalldressingchair,hewasrubbinghishands

togetherwhilstlookingdown.Igotupandsat



upstraightclearingmythroat..

Helookedatmeandlickedhislowerlip,with

hiseyesshowingremorse.Iputmyhandon

throatrecallingeverythingthathappened.He

gotupfrom thechairandslowlywalkedupto

mewithhishandsburieddeepinhispockets.I

movedtothesidealittlewithmyheartbeating

veryfast.Icouldfeeltheheartbeatrightonmy

throat.HelookedatmeandclenchedhisJaws..

Tpee:I'm notgoingtohurtyou

Ilookedathim withtearsfillingupmyeyes,

involuntarysoknowingthatmomentsagoI

would'vediedathishands..Herubbedhisface

withhishand..

Tpee:SometimesIjustgetveryangryandI

don'tknowhowtocontrolit

Iswallowed.Heslowlygotinbedandsatnext

tome,Istartedtrembling.Feartookover..

Tpee:Comehere



Tearsstreameddown..

Tpee:Stopfightingmeandcomehere

HestretchedhishandouttomeandIfroze,a

coldchillwentdownthroughmyspine.

Hegentlypulledmeclosertohim andwipedmy

tears,heleanedoverandkissedme..

Heloweredmyt-shirtalittlethenleftawetkiss

onmyshoulder,allthewaytomyneckthenmy

cheek.Hislipsmovedtomyear..

Tpee:Iloveyou(whispering)

Hishandtouchedmineanddirecteditstraight

tohisdick,thatcamealiveatmygrip.He

movedhislipsagaintomycheekthenmylips.

Hishandwentupandgrabbedmygluedwiga

bittight.ThetightenedhisgripandIgasped..

Hespokeinbetweenthekiss,rightonmywet

lips..



Tpee:EverytimeyoupissmeoffIjustwanna

tearyourkitten,feelthewallscontractingand

thattightgriparoundmydick.Fuckyousohard

thatIhearyourlastbreathescapingmylips

whilstscreamingmyname

Isqueezedhiscrotchhard,andhetightenedhis

griponmywig.Hesmoochedmylipsthatmy

lowerlipstartedtohurtabit..Mytears

continuedtostream downandkissedthem.As

Icontinuedrubbingandsqueezinghim his

breathingincreased,hestoppedkissingmeand

movedfrom thebedtohisfeet.Hegrabbedmy

legandpulledmetotheedgeofthebed..He

partedmylegsandwrappedthem aroundhis

waist..

Heleanedoveragainandcontinuedkissingme,

Igrabbedontohist-shirt...Herubbedmy

coochiewithmyshortstillon..

Tpee:Iwantyousobad



Me:Iwantyoutoo

NISSI

Ireceivedacallthatmademeleaveworkearly,

itwasourNeighbourinformingmethatshehad

justcalledanAmbulance.Mymothercollapsed.

Atfirst,oursupervisorSisMarthagavemea

hardtime.ItbecameabigdealthatItookmy

bagandleft,wentstraighthome..Ihate

workinghere,managementisveryselfish.They

putthemselvesfirstbeforethejuniourstaff.

That'sjustinsane..

WhenIgothometheambulancewasalready

here.Neighbourswerealreadyoutandtryingto

getsomenewssotheycangossipfortheday.I

didn'tevenchange,Ihopedintheambulance

withher.Ourneighbourhelpedwithpackingthe



toiletries,nothingfancyandIhadtogivehermy

oldwornouttoiletbag.

IsatintheambulanceastheytookherBP,

checkedherglucoselevelsandothervitals.

Iheldherhandtightlytryingtofightbacktears,

hereyeswerejustwonderingaround,Idon't

eventhinkshewasawareofwhatwas

happening..

Neighbour:Nissicallmemanifikaesbhedlela

(callmewhenyougettothehospital)

Inoddedrepeatedly.Theotherparamedic

closedthedoor..Myneighbourshoutedfrom

outside..

Neighbour:I'lllockyou'llfindthekeysatmy

house

Ilookedatmymom again.Thiswasso

embarrassing,shewaswearinghertornold



nightdress.Theminiblanketaroundherwaist

wasoldtoo,hadabighole.Idon'twanna

mentionhersleepersthathadholesand

unmatchingsocks..It'shardtobuyheranything

withthesalarythatwelivingon..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

HespankedmyasshardIactuallyfeltthe

burningsensation.Iwasonadoggystyle

position,feltabitnumbaroundmywaist.Iwas

bendingoverbeyondthenormalposition.Ifelt

hiscrotchdeepinsideofme,thepressurewas

uncomfortablearoundtheopeningofmycervix.

Mademescream loudwithmyfaceburied

againstmypillow..

HeincreasedhispaceandImovedupabit,he

puthishandsaroundmywaistandpinnedme

downagainstthebedsoIdon'tescape.Heard



him moaningloud,eventhoughitwas

uncomfortableandburningmycoochiestill

gavehim theneededjuices..

Hecontinuedpumpingmehardandhishand

movedfrom mywaistandfoundit'swaytomy

clit.Histhumbpressedagainstmyclitand

rubbedaroundit,nowpleasurewastakingover.

Pleasurewasdominatingthepain,Istartedto

enjoyasIputmyhandonhishandandended

upforcinghis4fingerstorubmyclitInsteadof

histhumb...

Tpee:Fuckkeepongivingmethosejuices!!

Hebangedmeharderandrubbedmyclit

vigorously..

NISSI

Wearrivedatourlocalhospitalandtheytook



herstraighttocasualty,aftertheparamedics

hadwheeledherin.Theyputheronthebedand

instructedmetogoandopenafileforher,I

tookoutmyphoneasIrushedtothereception

toopenafileforher.ItextedmysisterFanny,

toletherknowaboutMom..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

AftermyorgamsIstartedtogetabitdry.

NowIfeltpainashepushedthroughinandout,

mycoochietrappedhisbigcockinsideofme.

Hehadabitofatoughtimegoinginandout,

anditcreatedmorepainforme.Iclosedmy

eyesandbitmylowerlipprayingthathecomes

already,hespankedmyassafewtimesandmy

kneeswerestartingtogetweak.Makingmy

legstotremble.WhenhespankedmeIgot

turnedon,itbroughtthepleasurebackbutnot



atit'sfullforce.Ifelthim goinginandout

harderandhismoaningandgroaninggettinga

bitlouder..

Tpee:Fuckyougoingtomakemenut!

Hespreadmybuttcheeksandcontinued

fuckingmeuntilhecame,fillingmeupdeep

inside.Ifeltabitofahotsensation,atleastI'm

oncontraceptionandverymuchfaithfultoit.It

washisidea,saidhe'snotreadyforababyyet..

Heslowlyslidoutafterfillingmeup,withhim

stillspreadingmybuttcheeks.

Ipushedouthiscum,Ifelthisfingerrubbing

againstmyclit.Itwasmoist,meaninghewas

rubbinghiscum againstmyclit..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

IwasinpainseriousPain.Thekindthatmade

mesingalittlesongwhenIurinatedthat'show

burningitwas..IwalkeddownstairstoTpeein

thekitchenpreparingsomethingforus,asIgot

closer.Irealizedthathehadfinishedpreparing

somethingtoeatforus.Ihuggedhim from

behind,hewasshirtlesswithhisplatinum chain

aroundhisneckandonlyinhisjeans..

Tpee:Ithoughtyou'dstillbesleeping

Ikissedhim onhisshoulder...Heturnedand

wrappedhisaroundme..

Tpee:Yougood?Wegood?

Inodded..



Heliftedmychinup..

Tpee:Heylookatme

Ilookedathim..

Tpee:I'm sorry,IknowattimesI'm verydifficult

todealwith.IknowattimesIscareyouand

hurtyoutothepointwhereyouprobablywanna

leavemeandfallforsomeoneelse.Iam whatI

am,andknowthatwhateverhappens.No

matterhowmuchIhurtyou,Iloveyou.Ilove

yousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthecounter..

Tpee:Tomorrowmorningwe'llgodothe

shoppingthatIpromisedyou

Ismiledwithmyarmsaroundhisneck..

Me:I'dlikethatverymuch

Hepickeduptheplateandplaceditonmy

thighs..



Tpee:Eatsomething,you'llneedstrengthfor

lateron

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

NISSI

TheDrwalkeduptome,Iwassittingatthe

reception..

Dr:AreyouwithMooiSibiya?

Inodded..

Dr:Wegoingtoadmither,wewouldlikeyouto

gowithherastheytakinghertoherward

Me:What'swrongwithher?

Dr:Diabeticketoacidosis

Me:Whatisthat?

Dr:It'saseriouscomplicationofdiabetes



Me:Isshegoingtobeokay?

Dr:Icannotmakeanypromisesbutfornowwe

admittingher,wewillseeherprogressastime

goeson

Inodded..

HegavemeherfileandImademytocasualty.

ThePorterwasalreadystandingbyherbed,I

lookedatherandshewaspassedout..

Ifollowedtheporterashepushedherbedout

andwemadeourwaytotheward..

Aswewerewalkingtotheward,myspiritwas

verydown.Mymindwasclouded,itwas

difficultformetothinkstraightandIkepton

fightingbacktears..

Wegottotheward,ward8A.Ihandedoneof

theNursesherfileandshewentthroughit.

Nurse:MayIhaveyourphonenumbers



Igaveher..ShelookedatmyMother..

Nurse:Standclosetothephoneatalltimes

Thatcommentdidn'tcomeacrossaspromising,

anotherNursecametous..

Nurse1:Newpatient

Nurse2:Letmegetthediaperandpreparethe

bed

Me:Diaper?

Nurse2:Shelooksveryweaktogotothetoilet

alone

Iclosedmyeyes..

Nurse1:Youcanstayandseewhichsideofthe

wardshe'llbeinsoyoudon'tgetlostwhenyou

cometovisither

Iwentandsatonthesmallbenchasthey

movedhertoaprivateroom toputonthe

diaper..Isaidasmallprayerdeepinmyheart



TheycamebackwithherandtheNursehanded

meablackplasticbag..

Nurse:Thesethetheclothesshecamewith

includingtheminiblanket

Me:Okaythankyou

Nurse:Sheiswearingacleanhospitalgown

Me:Thankyou

Ifollowedthem astheywenttopositionherbed

inbetweentwopatients.Iwalkeduptoherand

heldherhand..

Me:Ma

Sheslowlyopenedhereyesandlookedatme..

Me:I'm leavingI'llseeyoutomorrowagain

Shenoddedandclosedhereyesagain.I

swallowedwithtearsburningmyeyesand

kissedherhand...



TPEETHOBAKGALE

Luciawasnowsleepingpeacefullyonmybed,I

hadspikedherfoodwiththemedicinethatIgot

from Pelo.Ididn'tputtoomuchastostrifeher,

justafewdropstomakehersickforthewhole

weekend..Mycellphonevibrated,itwasmy

UncleVusi.Ianswered..

Me:UncleV

Vusi:Tpee..Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandhowareyou?

Vusi:I'm goodman..Areyouaround?

Me:Yeahwhy?

Vusi:Ineedyourhelp

Me:Withwhat?

Vusi:Oneofmycars



Me:Whathappened?

Vusi:It'sstuck,needsomeonetodriveittothe

warehouse

Me:Can'tyoucallsomeone?Mygirlfriendis

around

Vusi:Allmyguysareunavailable

IglancedandLuciaagain,ifIleaveandshe

getssick.MymotherormyFathermighttake

hertothehospital,theywillrunbloodtestsand

knowthatshewaspoisoned..

Me:Can'tdoMan,nottoday

Vusi:Tp-

Ihungup..

NISSI

WhenIgothomefrom thehospitalIfetchedthe



keysnextdoorthenIcalledFannyagain..

Fanny:Nissi

Me:Wherethehellareyou?Mom gotadmitted

Fanny:IsaidI'llcomeNissi,Istillhavethingsto

do..Ididn'tknowMom wasgoingtoendatthe

hospitaltoday,ifI'veknown.Iwouldn'thave

madeplans

Me:Whatcouldbemoreimportantthanyour

Motherrightnow?

Fanny:Don'tstartshitwithme,IsaidI'llcome

andI'llcome!

Shehungup.Iheardaknockatthedoor,Iwent

toopen.ItwasZuko

Zuko:Mngani

Me:Mngani

Shemadeherwayin...

Zuko:Howdiditgo?UnjaniuMa?



Me:Shegotadmitted

Shesighed..

Me:I'm scaredZuko,I'veneverseenmyMom

thissick

Zuko:I'm sosorryMnganibutkuzobaright

sthandwa..UzobarightuMa

Shewalkeduptomeandhuggedme...

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Iwaswokem upfrom mypeacefulsleepby

unbearablestomachcramps,Isatupstraight

andputmyhandonmytummy.Ithengotout

ofbedandwenttothetoilet,hopingthatmaybe

it'sastomachbugorsomething...Maybe

somethinginthefoodthatTpeepreparedfor

meearlieronisthereasonwhyIam having

stomachcramps,Iclosedmyeyesandtooka



deepbreath.I'm sureit'snothingserious,I'm

surebytomorrowmorningI'llbefine..

.

Tobecontinued

NISSI

_
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NISSI

Mysistershoweduplate,ataround21:00.

Theradiofrom hercarwasveryloudandshe

wasmakingnoise,togetherwithanother

companion.Anunfamiliarfemalevoice..

Igotoutofbedandswitchedonthelights,then

Iunlockedthedoor..Theyopenedthedoorafter



afewminutes..

Fanny:MntakaMa!!

Ifoldedmyarmsandrolledmyeyes..Thefriend

followedin,shewasholdinga6packof

savannaLoco..

Friend:Hi

Fanny:ThisismybestfriendBuli,Bulithisismy

littleSisterNissi

Buli:Hi

Me:Hi

Buli:IneedtopeemyF,I'vebeenholdingmy

peeforawhilenow

Fanny:Goandpee

Buli:Ng'khaphe(accompanyme)

Fanny:You'llusethebucket,Nissiwhereisthe

bucket?

Me:Inthebedroom



Withoutfurtherinstructions,thisBuliofa

personmadeherselfathome.Sheputthe

alcoholontopofthecupboardcounterand

searchedforthebedroom.FannywastipsyI

couldseeitinhereyes..

Fanny:Lightenuphaukantiyini!

Me:Mom issickandyoushowinguphere

makingnoise,whatwilltheneighbourssay?

Fanny:Whatneighbours?Theneighboursknow

thatI'm unrulymoss

Me:Whatyoudoingiswrong

Fanny:IfIknewyouwouldbethismuchofa

headache,Iwouldn'thavecameatall..

Bengizozihlalelastraight(Iwouldn'thavecame)

ShewalkedtotheloungeandIfollowedher..

Fanny:Howisshe?

Me:She'snotholdingupwell,whenIdropped

heroffatthehospitalshecouldn'teven



recognizeme

Fanny:Hmmm thatdoesn'tsoundgood

Me:Areyouevenworried?

Fanny:PeoplegetsickeverydayNissi,wehave

nopoweroverthat.Atleastshe'sadmittedthe

hospitalwillhelp

Ishookmyhead..

Fanny:Whatdoyouwantmetosay?Youknow

yourMotherdoesn'tlikemeatall..I'm notgoing

topretendthatweokayjustbecauseshe'snow

sick

Buliwalkedoutofthebedroom fixingher

jeans...

Me:I'm goingtosleep

Fanny:Okaywegoingtochillforawhile

Me:Pleasedon'tmakenoiseforme



LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Iwasrollinginbedwithunbearablestomach

cramps.Mytemperaturewashigh,andI

vomitedafewtimes.Theystartedoffsoslow

andpickedup,Ididn'tthinkitwasgoingtoget

thisserious..Tpeewalkedinwithaglassof

waterandsomepills..

Tpee:Cupcake

Itriedtositupstraight...

Tpee:Hereletmehelpyou

Heputtheglassandpillsawayandhelpedme

tositupstraight,thenheputthebigpillow

behindme...

Hesatnexttome..

Tpee:Yougettingworse

Me:Ifeelsohot,weak,anddrained.Idon't

knowwhat'shappening



Tpee:Couldbefoodpoisoning

Me:Butyounotsick

Tpee:Maybeyouallergictooneofthe

ingredientsIdon'tknow

Iclosedmyeyes..

Me:FeelslikeI'm goingtodie

Tpee:Younotgoingtodie,Iwon'tletthat

happen

Hegavemethepillsandwater...

Tpee:Here,theywillhelpwiththecramps

Istretchedmyhandouttohim,butmyarm fell

backdown..

Hemovedcloserandmademedrinkthepills

Tpee:Idon'tlikeyouwhenyoulikethis,

tomorrowmorningI'llcallourfamilyDrtocome

andcheckuponyou

Inodded..



Hetookoffhissleepersandsatnexttome,he

broughtmecloserandIlaidonhischest.

Tpee:ThislooksbadBabe,hopeyouwakeup

feelingbettertomorrowsincelateronyouhave

toleave

Me:Idon'tthinkI'llmanage,thegirlswillhaveto

goonwithoutme

Hesqueezedmetightandkissedmeonmy

forehead..

Tpee:Tryandgetsomesleep..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

NISSI

Iwokeupthenextmorningandprepared

myselfforwork.FannyandBuliwerestill

sleeping,theywenttobedprettylate.Ipassed

bytheotherroom tocheckuponthem..They



bothfilledthebed,theywerehalfnaked.Itwas

aphatasssituation,theyweresnoring.Ishook

myheadandwalkedout,Itookmybagandleft..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

TheDrdidcometocheckuponme,Icouldn't

evensleeplastnightbecauseofthecramps.I

wasveryweakandIwasstartingtoget

confused..

Dr:Itisfoodpoisoning

Tpee:Doyouthinkitwillclearoff?Doesshe

havetogotothehospital?

Dr:I'llgivehersomemedsifshe'sstillnot

feelingbetterthenshewillgotothehospital

Tpee:ThankyouverymuchDoc

Dr:Anytime



Heleft..Tpeelookedatme..

Tpee:ShouldIrunyouabath?

Inodded..

Tpee:Thenwe'lltrytohavebreakfastandthen

you'lltakeyourmeds

Inoddedandclosedmyeyes..

NISSI

IwascalledtotheofficewhenIgottowork,

KatewasnothappywithhowIleftyesterday.

Shefeltdisrespected,andshecontributedmy

actionstobeingunprofessionaltoo.

ShetookittothehighmanagementandIgota

letterofdismissalwithimmediateeffect.

Idon'tknowifthat'sevenlegal..

Kate:Pleasesignhere



Me:Ihadanemergency,myMotherwassick

shehadtobetakentothehospital

Kate:Youcould'vedoneitprofessionally,report

andfollowtheprotocolnotjusttakeyourbag

andstorm off

Me:SisKatepleaseIneedthisjob

Kate:Youandotherpeopletoo,butobviously

youdon'ttakeyourjobseriously.There'sother

peoplewhowilltakeitseriously,wehavealot

ofCVspiledup

Iswallowedwithtearsforminginmyeyes..

Kate:I'm sorryNissibutatleastyou'llstillget

paidforthenext3months,andunfortunately

it'sthemanagementthiswasnotmydecision

Bullshit!Ifshedidn'treportmethen

managementwouldn'thavecameformylife.

Isigned..

Me:Here



Kate:Thankyou..Iwishyounothingbutthe

bestinyourfutureendeavors

Inoddedwithtearsfalling..

Me:Thankyou

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Tpeetookituponhimselftobathme.Hepicked

meupfrom thebedandwenttoplacemeinthe

bathtub,andbatheme.Ihaveneverseenthis

sidetohim,thiscaringsidehewasshowing

me..Hedriedmewiththetowelandpickedme

upagain,wewentbacktothebedroom andhe

rubbedmybodylotiononmybody..Itwasa

challenge,becausehehadtowraphisarm

aroundmywaistforbalance..

Helookedatmeandperkedmeonthelips..

Igavehim aweaksmile..



Me:Thankyou

Tpee:Weateam remember?

Me:Weateam

Tpee:Putyourarmsaroundmyneckfor

balance

Me:Okay

Tpee:I'm sorrywhenyoustartfeelingbetter,I'll

takeyouonavacation..Anywhereyouwant

Me:Thatwouldbelovely..Thankyou

Hekissedmeonthecheek..

.

Tobecontinued

Apologiesforthedelayedinsertsandnot

posting..

NISSI
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NISSI

Ididn'tgostraighthome,IwassotornthatI

decidedtogoandseeLindo.Maybehewas

goingtoputmeinagoodmood.Ididn'tfind

him attheshop,theshopassistanttoldmethat

he'sathomesoIwentthere.TomysurpriseI

foundapregnantgirlcleaninghisroom..

Me:Hello

Shelookedatme..

Me:Hi

Ilookedatherforawhile..

Me:IsLindoaround?

Her:Yeshe'sinthehouse



Me:Ohw...I'm Nissi

Her:Karabo

Imademywaytothehouse,he'smotherwas

washingdishes..

Me:Sanibonani

Ma:Nissiunjani?(howareyou)

Me:Ngiyaphilawenaunjani?(I'm wellandyou)

Shewipedherhands..

Ma:Namingiyaphila(I'm alsowell)

Me:KhonauLindo?(isLindoaround)

Ma:Let'sgotothelivingtotalk

Ifollowedher,wewenttotheloungeandsat

down..

Ma:I'm sorryforwhatI'm abouttosay

Ilistened..

Ma:YouknowukuthiwehaverelativesatNorth



Westright?

Me:YesIknowhisFatherisoriginallyfrom

NorthWest

Shenodded..

Ma:Thegirlyousawinhisroom,he'sbeen

datingherthatside

Iswallowed..

Ma:Karaboisanicegirl,shegraduatedlast

year.She'spregnantwithhischildandKarabo's

fatherhasfoundmySonajobdownthere.A

jobthat'sgoingtochangehislife.Youknowmy

Sonhasbeenstruggling,butnowhe'sgettinga

chancetobetterhislifeandalsohelpusaround

here.I'm sorryNissi,youareabeautifulyoung

womanandI'm sureyouwillfindsomeoneout

there,someonewhoisgoingtoloveyoulike

youdeserve.Pleaseonyourwayoutdon't

botheruKaraboorsayanythingaboutyouand

Lindodating..Youknowhowitisinlife,Menare



likethisandtheyalwaysbreakourhearts.Go

andcry,thenrecoverandmoveonwithyourlife.

LindoneedssomeonelikeKaraboinhislife,a

womanwhohasagoodqualificationanda

goodjob.Shejuststartedworkingthisyear,

she'salabtechnician

Iswallowedandfoughtbacktears..

Me:ThankyouMa,thankyouforyourhonesty

Shenodded..

Ma:Thankyouforunderstanding

Istoodupandlookeddownwithtearsforming

inmyeyes,thefloorevenstartedtoappear

blurry..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

InsteadofgivingherthemedicationthattheDr

gaveher,Igavehertheantidote.Shewon'tgo



tothetripanymorebecausethegirlshave

alreadywent..Myphonerang,itwasmyUncle...

Me:UncleV

Uncle:I'm atthehospital,comeandseeme

Me:Now?

Uncle:Nextyear,ofcoursenow!Igotshotin

theleg

Iexhaled..

Me:FineI'llbeonmyway

Uncle:Good

Ihungupandwenttothegardentoseemy

Mother..Shewasbusysprayingherflowers,I

snuckupbehindherandstretchedmyhandout

totouchoneflower.Shefreakedoutandthen

turnedonandlookedatme..

Ma:Youwanttogiveyouroldladyaheart

attack?



Ikissedheronthecheek..

Me:I'm sorry

Ma:Whatisit?Areyouokay?

Me:I'm goingoutforawhile,Luciaissick.I

wouldlikeyoutocheckuponher

Shesmiledandputherhandonmycheek..

Ma:Whyareyouwastingthisgirl'stime?

Iheldherhandandkissedit..

Ma:Iknowyoudon'tloveher,Icanseeit.Idon't

knowwhyyouwastinghertime.It'snotgood

Me:We'vebeenthroughthisremember?

Ma:I'llcheckuponher..Whereareyougoing?

Me:Afriendisstuck,heneedsaride

Ma:Okaybehomefordinner

Me:Ipromise

Ma:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo

NISSI

WhenIarrivedhome,Fannywascooking.Her

friendwascleaning..

Fanny:OhwNissiyaziIwantedtocallyouand

askaboutMom'sward

Iwalkedstraighttothebedroom..

Fanny:Whatareyouevendoingheresoearly?

Isatdownonthebedandstartedcrying..

Fanny:What'swrong?Whathappened?

Icouldn'teventalk,that'showemotionalIwas..

Shesatdownnexttomeandhuggedme..

Me:Whyislifethisdifficult?WhatdidIeverdo

inthisworld?

Fanny:Askies...What'shappening?



Me:Ijustfeellikedying(crying)

Fanny:OhhNkosiyamiwhathappened?

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Iheardaknockatthedoor...

Me:Comein

IwasfeelingabitbettersinceIdrankthe

medicationthattheDrgaveme.Tpee'smom

walkedin.She'sverybeautiful,andshehas

beautifulhair.Maybethat'sbecauseshe's

Indian..Shewalkedinholdingatray.Wearing

leggings,alongdressandashawlaroundher

neckwithsomeIndiandesignedsandals

Sheeda:Tshepitoldmethatyounotfeelingwell

Itriedtositupstraight,wasstillfeelingweak

Me:Foodpoisoning



Sheeda:Hecookedforyou?

Me:Yes

Sheeda:Youshouldknowthathe'saterrible

cook,Ioncecaughtastomachbugfrom eating

hisfood

Ichuckled..

Me:Hemeantwell

Shesatdownandputthetraynexttome..

Sheeda:Somefruitsaladandasmoothie

Me:Thankyou

Sheeda:Ihopeyoufeelingbetternow

Me:Iam feelingabitbetterthankyou

NISSI

Fanny:Theycan'tjustfireyou,it'swrong



Buli:Youshouldtakethem totheCCMA

Me:It'sabigcompanyI'llloose

Buli:Don'tsaythat,youwereunfairlydismissed

Me:Ijustdon'twantmorestressplease

Fanny:AsforthisLindo,he'sajerk!

Buli:Yinjanje(he'sadog)

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Idon'tknowwhatI'm goingtodo

Fanny:Iwillhelpoutfinanciallyuntilyouget

somethingbutminanjeIsaygotoschool,

maybethisisablessingindesguise

Me:YouknowMawon'tacceptyourmoney

Fanny:Toughluck!Shewillstarvetodeaththen

Buli:Here..Phuza(drink)

ShegavemeadumpieofBerninBlush..

Buli:Youwillfeelabitbetter



Fanny:I'llgobuyyousomeclothestomorrow

howaboutthat?Andhaveyoudoyourhair

Me:ThankyouI'dappreciatethat

Fanny:Letmegoandcheckonthepots

TSHEPISOTPEE

Thereceptionisttoldmewherehiswardis,I

mademywaythere..MyUncleisacriminal,he

hasalwaysbeenoneandIthinkhewillforever

beone.Hedoesalotofillegalthings,buthis

biggestisCargotheft..

Ileanedagainstthedoorframeandlookedat

him..

Me:Whathappened?

Uncle:Can'tyouseethatmylegisflyinghigh?I

gotshot!



Me:Whathappened?

Uncle:Tohellwiththat

Iwalkedin..

Me:Thenwhyam Ihere?

Uncle:Iwantyoutohandlemybusinessfora

while,nothingmajorjustmakingsuremy

clientsgettheirmerchandise

Me:UnceV..

Uncle:It'snotlikeyoudoinganythingwithyour

liferightnow,plusyou'llbemakingyourself

goodmoneyandyoucanfinallygetyourfather

outofyourback

Me:Myfather,youryoungerbrother.Hehates

youandhe'sgoingtohateyoumoreifhehears

thatI'm workingwithyou

Uncle:Younotworkingforme,you'lljustbe

overseeingthingsformeforawhile..UntilI'm

goodtocomeback



Me:Idon'tlikethisonebit

Uncle:You'llbefine,youneedtodosomething

foryourself..Somethingconstructive

Me:Yeahlikethisisconstructive,whatkindof

UncleareyouputtingyourNephewthroughthis?

Helaughed...

Uncle:You'llbefine

NISSI

Onedumpieturnedintotwo,thenthree..

Buli:Thisishowyoudealwithabrokenheart

Ilookedatthedumpie..

Buli:SeemeandyourSister?Whatwedo,we

getpaidgoodmoneyforit.Itsavesusfrom a

lotofunnecessarychestpainsandheartache.

Imaginegivingsomeoneyourheartandyour



coochieforfreeonlytohavethem sliceitlike

that?Menaretrash!Usethem fortheirmoney

sincetheyalsousingyou

Me:YeahIguessso

Myphonerang,Fannywalkedinandtookit

from thetable..

Fanny:Maybeit'sLindo,letmesorthim outfor

you

BuliandIlookedateachother.Fanny

answered..

Fanny:Hello?..Yessheishereyouspeakingto

hersister...YesIknowhershe'smymother...

Ohw...When?...Okaythankyouforlettingus

know..Bye

Sheloweredthephoneandherexpressionhad

changed..

Me:Whatisit?

Fanny:Thatwasthehospital



Ilookedather..

Fanny:It'sMom...ShepassedonthisMorning

.

Tobecontinued

NISSI
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NISSI

Iwasfeelingnumb,Iwasverynumb.Everything

wasn'tmakingsense,howcanthingsgetsoout

ofcontrolinjustoneday?Howdoesthislife

thingwork?WhatdidIdosobadthatthingsgot

tothispoint?..

ThegirlsandIdrovetotheTshipiNotooffice,

whereFannydidafuneralcoverforus..Iam



relievedshedidthat,nowwewouldbemore

depressednothavingmoneytogiveourMother

adignifiedfuneral..

IwaitedinthecarasFannywentinanddid

everything.FannyisalotstrongerthanIam,

shedidn'tshedanytearwhenshereceivedthe

news,IknowherandMom hadissuesbutit's

stillherMotherandIknowshe'shidingherpain

tryingtoactstrong..

Whenweweredone,wedrovebackhome.They

toldusthattomorrowmorningwehaveto

comebacksowecouldfetchourMotherfrom

thehospitalmorgue..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)



TpeewalkedinasIwassittingonthecouch

withhisMother.Shewasshowingmeaphoto

album ofTpee'sphotoswhenhewasstill

young..

Tpee:Lookslikeyouguysarehavingfun

Ma:Iwasjustshowingyourgirlfriendyourold

pictures

Helookedatthem..

Tpee:AtleastIdon'tlookbad

Me:Youwereveryadorable

Ma:Letmegiveyoutwosomespace,Iwillsee

youlateratthedinnertable

Me:Okay..Thankyouforyourhospitality

Ma:Youwelcomebaby

Shegotupandwalkedaway.Tpeecameand

satnexttome,heputhisarm aroundmy

shoulders..



Tpee:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Feelingmuchbetter

Tpee:I'm glad

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

NISSI

Westartedpreparing,wehavealreadycalled

ourAunt.Fannywenttogether,Buliwas

helpingmeputthemattressonthefloorand

tidyupinthemainbedroom..

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Buli:I'llgetit

Shewalkedout..

Atleastmymotherhadbeddingsheetsthatshe

didn'tusefrequentlysoitwillsaveusallthe

embarrassmentwhenpeoplecomeintothe



bedroom tomournwithus..

Buliwalkedbackin..

Buli:Someoneisheretoseeyou

Me:Whoisit?

Buli:Lindo

Me:Ohw

Buli:I'llfinishuphere

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedouttoseehim..

Lindo:Hi

Ileanedagainstthedoor..

Me:Hi

Lindo:Mymothertoldmethatyoustoppedby

Me:YesIdid

Lindo:NissilookI'm sorry...Ididn'tmeanfor

thingstohappenthisway,didn'tmeantohurt



you

Me:Iwishyoucould'vebeenhonestwithme

Lindo:Iknow..Youareaverywon-

Me:Please...I'm mourningmyMotherdon'tdo

this

Lindo:YourMotherpassedon?

Me:Yes

Lindo:I'm sorry

Me:Pleasedon'tcontactme,don'teventalkto

meanymore..Iwishyounothingbutthebestin

NorthWest,withyourlittlefamily

Lindo:Again,I'm sorry

Iwalkedbackintothehouse..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



IwalkedtothebalconytotalktomyUncle's

righthandman..

Me:Loco

Loco:Whoisthis?

Me:It'sTpee..Vee'sNephew

Loco:Hetoldmeaboutyouthatyouwillbe

takingoverforawhile

Me:Iheardoneofthetrucksgotrobbed

Loco:Weweremovingtheshipmentandthen

wegotstopped

Me:Insidejob?

Loco:Yes..Ibelieveso

Me:Doyouknowwhodidthis?Whoisbehind

this?

Loco:Westillinvestigating

Me:OkayI'llhearfrom you

Loco:Verywell,butwehavetorecoverthe



drugsstolenfrom usfortheclient.Hepaidusa

lotofmoney

Me:Wehavetofindoutwhodidthisfirst,and

getmeaguntoo

Loco:I'lldoso

Me:Cool

NISSI

Neighbourswerealreadyhere,fannybought

biscuitsforthetea.Wewillstartbakingscones

soon..

Buli:Everyonegottheirtea

Me:Thankyou..ThankyouforeverythingBuli

Buli:Youwelcome

Me:Idon'tknowhowI'm goingtogoonwithlife

from hereon



Buli:Atleastshedidn'tleaveyouatayoungage,

youareoldenoughnow

Me:IhavenothingBuli

Buli:Youhaveyoursister,Fannylovesyouand

shewillalwaysbehereforyou

Me:Can'texpecthertolookaftermeforever,

it'snotfair

Buli:Shewilllookafteryouuntilyougetbackon

yourfeet

Me:I'm scared..Thisistoomuch,Idon'twanna

getamentalbreakdown

Buli:Takeitonestepatatime,you'llbefine..

Thisisnottheendoftheroad

Me:Thankyou

FANNY(NISSI'SSISTER)



IwatchedasmyAuntpackedherbag,together

withmycousin..

Aunt:Ican'tbelievemycousinpassedon,she

wasthestrongestpersonthatI'veeverknown

Me:Iam alsosurprised..Mom wasverystrong,

shejustgotsickforashortwhileandthen

passedon

Aunt:Yourmom keepstoherselfalot

Me:That'sverytrue

Aunt:HowisNissitakingthis?Iknowsheloved

hermotherverymuchandhermotherlovedher

too

Me:It'shardforher,Idon'tevenknowhow

she'sgoingtomakeitthrough

Aunt:Youhavetobethereforherandbestrong

forher,yoursisterisgoingtoneedyoumore

thanever

Me:IwantmySistertogetthebest,Nissitook



careofMom.Shedeservesabreak,she

deservessomepeaceandhappinessnotallthis

pain.She'sagoodperson,shedoesn'tdeserve

this

Aunt:I'm done..Let'sgo..Prudencelet'sgo!

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Iwentthroughmybestfriend'sInstagram

photos.Hegotmarriedlastyear,andthisyear

theywelcomingtheirfirstbaby..

Idowishtohaveafamilytoooneday,awife

andabunchofbabies.Butmyconditionmakes

itimpossibleformetoachievethat,Iam a

monster.Acoldheartedbastardandnowoman

wouldeverstaywithme,Luciaisonlyhere

becauseofthebenefitsshe'sgettingfrom me



butshe'sdefinitelynotawifematerial.Idon't

seeherbeingamotherofmykids..Idon'teven

thinkIloveherthatmuch,notasmuchasIlove

her.AttimesIfeellikelettinghergo,beforeIdo

irreversibledamagetoher..Igulpeddownthe

whiskeyintheglass..

.

Tobecontinued

NISSI
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NISSI

[FRIDAYMORNING]

Theweekhasbeendepressinganddifficult.I

didn'tknowthatalothadtogoinpreparationof



afuneral,everythingfellonmeandFanny.

RelativescamejusttohelpusMourn,and

they'vecomefortheFuneraltootheydidn't

evenshipinR1orR10.Fanny'sbankbalance

tookaseriousdive,shespentalot.Thoughthe

funeralcoverprovidedmostoftheimportant

thingslikethecoffin,tent,chairsetc..Groceries

andtransportationFannyhadtotakethat

responsibilitytoo..Shediditwithouteven

complaining,andI'm gladshe'shere.Idon't

knowwhatIwould'vedonewithouther..

FannyandmyAuntweredressedup,theyhad

togototowntobuymorevegetablesandother

thingsthatwereshort..Buliwasstillhere,I

appreciateherbeinghereshe'sagreathelp..

Buli:Imadetheeldersbreakfast

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Shecheckedherphone..



Me:Expectingacall?

Buli:Yesmymanhastostopby

Me:ThoughtyouandFannydon'tdate

Buli:Wedon'tbutthisonehe'smybigclient,so

hedoesn'tunderstandwhyIhaven'tbeen

around.Toldhim tocomedownhere,hopeyou

don'tmind

Me:Notatall

Buli:Thankyou..Letmegoandbath

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

IwasinmyUncle'sofficewhenLocomadehis

wayin..

Loco:Tpee

Ilookedathim..

Loco:Wehavefoundthepersonbehindthe



robbery

Me:Whoisit?

Hethrewthepicturesonthetable..

Loco:SihleSkhosanaknownasGesh,oneof

thebiggestdrugdealersofthistime

Me:Herobbedusforthedrugs

Loco:Easyaccess

Me:Whatdoweknowabouthim?

Loco:Notmuch...

Ilookedatthepictures..

Me:Iwantaoneononemeetingwithhim

Loco:YeahIdon'tthinkthat'sgoingtobea

goodidea,didn'tyouhearmesayhe'soneof

thebiggestdrugdealers?

Me:Idon'tcare..Getalltheammunitionwe

goingtoneed,getallthebackupwegoingto

need..Setameetingbetweenus,inourterritory



Loco:Yousureaboutthis?

Me:Deadsure

Loco:I'lldothat

Me:I'llbewaiting

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

IwasathomevisitingfortheweekendandI

wasn'tfeelinggood.Ihaven'tbeenfeelinggood

lately,verynauseated,vomitingandalways

feelingtiredandnothavingenergyatall.Felt

likeIhadbile,it'sbeenaminutesinceIlasttook

alaxative..

Ma:HaveyoutriedtoseeaDr?

Me:Ithoughtitwasjustgonnagoawaybutit's

notgoingaway

Ma:Forhowlonghaveyoubeenfeelingsick



now?

Me:Afewdays

Ma:Inkingayouyoungonesdrinkalot,

forgettingthealcoholyoudrinkistoosweet

Me:YaMa..Givemeafewminutes,havetocall

myboyfriendandtellhim Iarrivedhome

Shewalkedoutoftheroom,IcalledTshepi..

Tshepi:Arrived?

Me:Yes

Tshepi:Howwasthedrive?Stillfeelingsick?

Me:Yes

Tshepi:Should'vetakenmyadviceandwentto

thedoctorbeforeyouwenthome

Me:Thoughtitwassomethingthatwasgoing

togoaway,clearlyI'm wrong

Tshepi:GoseeaDrtomorrowmorningbefore

goingtoyourGrandmother'sparty



Me:I'lldothat

Tshepi:I'lltransferyousomemoney

Me:Thankyou

Tshepi:Seeyouwhenyougetback

Me:Okaybaby

Tshepi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungup...

NISSI

Istoodatthegate,wantedtoseeMrman.

Wantedtoseetheguysthattheyrollwith.

Buli:Therehecomes

IsawaMercedesBenzE-classmakingit'sway

toourstreet,from thecorner.ItwasMaroonin



colour..

Me:Wow..What'shisname?

Buli:Kojo..He'soriginallyfrom Ghana

Me:Wow

Heparkednexttothefence,Ilookedathim and

helookedold..

Buli:I'llcomebackwithyourdressfor

tomorrow,theheels,andtheshawl..

Me:Dresssize32,heelssize5..Thankyouso

muchBuli

Buli:Begood...I'llcheckyouwhenIgetback

Me:OkayBabe

Shehuggedmeandthenwenttothecar..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)



Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandmycousinLondeka

walkedin..Mymoodchanged..

Londi:Sis

Me:Sis

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkeduptome..

Londi:Howareyou,it'sbeenawhile

Me:I'vebeengoodandyou?

Londi:I'vebeengoodtoo

Weexchangedahug..

Me:SorryIdidn'tshowupforyournegotiations

Iwassick

Londi:It'sokaydon'tsweatit..Iknowhow

muchyouwanttogetmarriedandshowingup

atmynegotiationswould'vebeenpainful

Irolledmyeyes..



Me:Nicering

Londi:It'sR8000..It'sjusttemporarythough

untilthetraditionalweddingceremony,we

goingtochangeit

Me:OhwIsee

Ifeltadizzyspell,Isatdown..

Londi:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Notsurebeenfeelingsicklately.Dizzy

spells,nausea...MaybeIhavebileIneeda

laxative

Londi:Ormaybeyoupregnant

Ilookedather..

Me:I'm notpregnant,ifIwaspregnantIwould

know

Londi:Whenlastdidyouhaveunprotectedsex?

Areyouoncontraception?

Me:Wellwe...Wedon'treallyusecondomsand



I..

Ithoughtaboutitforawhile..

Me:Wow..Icouldbepregnant

Londi:Youwelcome

Me:Pleasedon'ttellanyoneaboutthis,

especiallynotMom untilI'm sure

Londi:Yoursecretissafewithme

Me:Thankyou

SIHLESKHOSANA(GESH)

Spike:GeshawumekancanceMfwethu(waita

minute)

Me:Forini?

Spike:NgekeufikeendaweniNtwana

sowukhiphaIntshiza(youcan'tgoaplaceand

thentakeoutyourgun)



Me:NoIstoryukuthiang'funiukujwayelwakabi

(Idon'twantanyonemessingwithme)

Spike:Ngiyacavajoh,maraasiyelaphayabo

siringenayolebhari(Iknow,butlet'sgothere

andtalktothisfool)

Me:NtwanalebhariihlupheuLesediendaweni,

lakulesgodibayacavaukuthiuLesediuthimina.

Kuyacacaukuthilesnayiasingazi(Thisfool

violatedmygirlfriendwhenshewasout,inthis

hoodtheyknowthatLesediismygirlfriend.It's

obviousthatthisguydoesn'tknowme)

Spike:Asikungabazilokho,maraveleumuntu

sekafelaintoencaneso?KantiutheniuNgwana?

(Iam notdenyingthat,butyoucan'tjustkill

someoneforsomethingsostupid.Whatdid

Lesedisaytoyouexactly)

Me:Siyavayanomausagcweleamafeels?(Are

wegoingorareyoustillinyourfeels)

Spike:Tsekasvayeke(let'sgo)



Myphonerang,itwasaprivatenumber..I

answered..

Me:uGeshabangazibekaIndabayakho

sikhulumeistory(I'm Geshifyoudon'tknowme,

laydownyourstorysowecantalk)

Voice:MynameisLoco

Me:Andthen?

Loco:Wearerequestingameetingwithyou

Me:Wenanobani?(youandwho)

Loco:MeandTpee

Me:DodibaniuTpee?Udumengani?(whois

Tpee,whatishefamousfor)

Loco:Arewegoingtohavethemeetingornot?

Me:"Arewegoingtohavethemeetingornot"

GcwelenobucheeseboymhlathiwakhoTsek!

Ihungup..

Spike:andnou?



Me:Wrongnumber..As'vaye(let'sgo)

TSHEPISOTPEE

Ireceivedacallfrom Loco..

Loco:He'sbeingtoocockyandhe'svery

arrogant

Me:Getmeeverythingonhim..Iwannaknow

hisfamily,whohe'sdatingandpossiblyhiskid

ifhehasone

Loco:I'm onit..Haveyoutalkedtothebigman

aboutthis?

Me:Heputmeincharge,Idon'thavetoreport

anythingtohim

Loco:I'llgetyoueverythingonGesh

Me:Cool..I'llbewaiting

.



Tobecontinued
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Lateronduringtheday,myMother'scoffin

arrivedathome.MyUncleandafewfamily

membersstoodatthegatetowelcomeher

insidetheyard.Itwasaveryemotionalmoment

formeandFanny,westoodatthestoep

lookingateverythingasittookplace.The

weatherhadchangedbynow,itwascloudy.

Lookinglikeitwasgoingtorain..

Fannyhadbeenstrongthroughoutthewhole

week,butshewasthefirstonetocry.Sheburst

outcrying,couldn'tholdback.Somuchthatone



oftheneighboursheldherbecauseshelooked

likeshewasabouttofall..AftermyUnclehad

spoken,theywelcomedherin.Walkedher

coffininside.Zukomovedmebackasthe

coffinpassednexttome,itwasnowstartingto

kickin.Mymom isgone,andshe'snever

comingback.There'ssomuchthatIstill

wantedtodoforher,Ihadplannedtobuyher

everythingthatherheartdesiredassoonas

thingsstartedworkingoutforme

Shewalkedmetothechairandsatmedown,

shelaidmyheadonherstomachandputher

chinonmyhead..

Zuko:I'm sorryfriend..I'm sorry..Phephisa

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Ilookedattheclearbluepregnancytest.Itwas

positive,Iwaspregnant..Iimmediatelyfelt



confused,didn'tknowwhattothink.

Iwas3weekspregnant,Idatedbacktomy

foodpoisoningsituation.Howdidmybaby

survivethat?IthoughtIwasgoingtodie.Itfelt

likeIwasdying...Iwasveryconfusedbutalittle

excited,I'm carryingababyofthemostrichest

familyinSouthAfrica.Mylotteryticket,my

tickettoamoregoodlife.

Thisisamazing,thisisveryamazing..

Itookapictureofthepregnancytest,andsent

ittoTshepisoonwhatsapp.Itookadeep

breathandsmiled..

NISSI

Zuko:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Better

Idrankthewater.Shesatnexttome..



Zuko:Angikakholwa(Istillcan'tbelieveit)

Me:Youknowshedidn'tevengetsickforlong

Zuko:YourMotherwasaverystrongperson,

evenwhenshewassickyouwouldn'tsee

Me:Hercoffinbeinghere,itmadeeverything

lookreal

Zuko:AskiesLove

Shehuggedme..

TSHEPISOTPEE

Ilookedatthepictureforawhile.Itseemed

unbelievable,LuciaisPregnant??Icalledher

rightaway..

Lucia:Thobakgale

Me:Babywhatdidyoujustsendme?

Lucia:I'm pregnantjustfoundouttoday,it



explainsmysickness

Me:Areyouserious?

Lucia:YesIam

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay

Lucia:Metoo...I..Howdoyoufeel?

Me:Shocked,overwhelmed

Lucia:Doyouwanttometokeepthebaby?

Me:Ofcourseyoukeepingthebaby!That'snot

evenadebate,abortionisnotanoption

Lucia:Iwasn'teventhinkingofaborting

Me:Wow..I'm goingtobeafather?

Lucia:Yes..IthinkweshouldgototheDoctor

toconfirm

Me:We'lldothatonMonday

Lucia:HunIhavetogo,Mom iscalling

Me:I'llcallyoulater



Lucia:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyou,takecareofyourselfandmy

baby

Lucia:Iwill

Me:Bye

Ihungupandlaidbackagainstthechair..

NISSI

Itooktheonionstothetablewheretheywere

peelingvegetables..

Zodwa:SabongaSisi(thankyou)

Me:Youwelcome

Zodwa:Qinaisibindi(bestrong)

Me:Iwill..Thankyouforcomingouttohelp

Zodwa:Youwelcome



Iwalkedawayandbacktothehouse..Itwas

busy,everyonewasgoingupanddowndoing

something.Preparingforthedaytomorrow,the

funeralservicewasgoingtostartat8am,at

10am wewillbeleavingtothecemetery..

ImademywaytoFanny,bynowshewas

drinkingSavanna..

Me:Hey

Fanny:Hey

Isatnexttoher..

Fanny:Justdon'tstartpreachingaboutme

drinking

Itookthebottlefrom heranddownedit..

Fanny:It'sjustyouandmenowmntakaMa

Me:It'sjustus

Fanny:Whenallisdone,Iwantyoutoapplyand

gotoschoolnextyear



Inodded..

Me:Wewillsee

Fanny:Wewon'tsee,youaregoingbackto

school

Me:YaIguessso,justthat..Everythingseems

somessedup

Fanny:We'lltakeitonedayatatime

Me:Wewill

Shetookthebottlefrom meagain..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Ma:Youpregnant?

Londihadtoldher..

Ma:Pregnantforthatboy?

Me:Macanwenotdothis?It'sGrandmother's



birthdaypartytomorrow

Ma:Idon'tcare..Thatboyisbadnews,he'sa

killer,hehasbrokenyourbonesandyouwent

andfellpregnantbyhim?

Me:Maplease

Ma:Don't"MaPlease"MeLucia!Whatareyou

doing?

Me:Ididn'tplanthisokay?Idon'tknowwhyyou

beingsodifficultbecauseTshepisocomes

from averyrichfamily

Ma:Afamilythat'srichfrom People'sblood

Me:Youdon'tknowthat

Ma:Iknowit!Theyalwayswritingaboutthem

andyoujustmovedintothedevil'sden

Me:Iam heretryingtoenjoyGrandma's

birthdayifyougoingtobelikethisthenI'm

leaving

Ma:Leave!Youlongchosethisboyoverus.Ke



horeIdon'tunderstandyourstupidity!Iwish

LondiwasmyDaughterinsteadofyou.You

alwaysmakingbaddecisions,shealsotoldme

youdon'thaveajob.Younotworking!Iwasa

fooltobelieveyoubecauseyoudon'tevenhave

aqualificationtogetagoodpayingjobforthe

lifethatyouliving!Youareembarrassing,you

areanembarrassment!Adisappointment

Shesaidamouthful,shehadwordsthat

woundedmedeeply..

Me:I'llgetmythingsandleave,thankyoufor

yourhonesty

NISSI

Bulifinallycameback,shehadbroughtmy

clothesfortomorrow.Ilookedatthepricetags.

DressR800shoesR1500,shawlR350,anda

jacketR2500..



Me:WowBuli

Buli:HereisawigR3000

Me:Youshouldn'thave

Buli:Itwasnothingreally

Me:Thankyousomuch

Ihuggedher..

Me:AtleasttomorrowIwon'tbelookinglikean

embarrassment,youknowpeopleruntheireyes

around.Theyjudgeevenwhenyouatyour

worst,we'vedonebeingajokeinthis

community..

Buli:Peoplewillalwaystalk,don'tmindthem.If

youmindthem,youwillliveamiserablelife.

Youaregrievingjustfocusonthat,totellwith

whatpeoplesay!

Me:Yeahyouright,thankyouagain

Buli:Youwelcome



Me:Wow..Youspentallthismoneyonme

Buli:That'snothingBabe,whenyoudoingwhat

wedoyoudon'thavetoworryaboutmoney

anymore

Me:Whatyoudoisdangerous

Buli:Notatall..Wemisunderstood.Ionlyhave

3clients,sometimesyoucanevenget1

becausesomeclientspreparehavingyouonly

tothemselves.Hewillspoilyourottensolong

yourespectandobeyhim

Me:Soundsdifficult

Buli:Notatall..YoushouldseemyflatBabe,

I'm livingthelife

Me:Yeah

Buli:Comeandvisitwhenallofthisisdone,just

forfreshairyouknow

Me:I'llconsiderthat

Fannywalkedin...



Fanny:Whatareyoutwotalkingabout?

Buli:Ohhhnothingjustcatchingup

Me:LookBuliboughtmeclothes

Fanny:That'snice

Buli:Witheverythingthat'sgoingonjustwanted

tocheerherup

Fanny:Isee..That'snice,theylookbeautiful

Buli:Youwelcome

.

Tobecontinued
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[SATURDAYMORNING]

ThenextmorningIwokeupwithahuge

Hangover.Buli,Fanny,myselfandafew

cousinsdrankuntiltheearlyhoursofthe

morning.Wehardlyevenslept,endedup

singingandtalkingthewholenight.Idrank

Grandpaformyheadache,butIstillfeltlikeshit.

Iwasalsoverytiredandsleepy..

Beforewepreparedourselves,wewere

requestedforthebodyviewing.Seeherforthe

lasttimeasshegoestoherfinalrestingplace.

Theydidn'topenthewholecoffin,justherface.

AsmuchasIdidn'twanttoseeher,butmy

Auntforcedme.ToldmethatifIdon'tseeher,I

won'tbeabletoheal.Withmykneesweak,I

walkedtohercoffin.Buliheldmyhand,and

broughtmeclosertoseeher.



Sheseemedpeaceful,likeshewasjustresting

andnotdead.Eyesshut,andmouthshut.After

glancingdownatherforafewseconds,Buli

walkedmeoutsothatIcouldgoandbath..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

IwashurtbywhatmyMothersaidyesterday.It

shouldn'tevengettomebecauseshelong

madeitclearthatshelovedLondimorethan

me.MyFatherevencalledmetothrowshitat

memore.Icriedmyselftosleeplastnight,I

wasveryhurt..IwaswokenupbyTshepi'scall...

Me:Thobekgale

Tpee:Thoughtyou'dbepreparingfortheday

Me:Idrovebackhomelastnight

Tpee:Why?

Me:HadafightwithmyParents,didn'twanna



bethereanymore

Tpee:I'm sorryaboutthat,whatwereyou2

fightingabout?

Me:Theusual,you..

Tpee:Shestillgivesyoushitaboutthat?

Me:Yes

Tpee:Getready,I'llcomepickyouupfor

breakfast

Me:OkayI'dlikethat

Tpee:I'llbethereinanhour

Me:OkayI'llwakeupandpreparemyself

Tpee:I'llbethere..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

NISSI



Afterbathingwewenttothetentfortheservice.

BuliwasrightnexttomeandIappreciatedthat..

Zukowasnotaround,shehadtowork.With

Sis'Kate,Iam notamazedthatshedidn'tgeta

dayoff.Thatwomanisadragonlady..

TheMCstartedsingingandIjustglancedatmy

Mother'scoffin.Coveredwithablanket,oneof

herfavoriteblanketsthatshehardlyused.Had

flowersontopofhercoffintooandherpicture..

Iwasweak,tearscouldn'tstopstreamingdown,

itwasanemotionalmomentforme.Feltlike,I

hadnowilltoliveanymore.Feltlikemywhole

lifehadbeentakenforme.MyPillarofstrength

wasgonenow,goneforever..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Tshepikepthispromiseandcametofetchme

sowecouldgooutandhavebreakfastatmy



favoriterestaurant..

Me:HopeI'llgetthroughthisbreakfastwithout

vomiting

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Babe?

Helookedatme..

Tpee:Iwantyoutostopvisitingyourparents

Me:Huh?

Tpee:Theystressyoualot,Idon'twantthem

stressingyououttothepointofamiscarriage

Me:Everyfamilyhastheirownissues,mean-

Tpee:YourParentsdon'tloveyou,theyhateyou.

Theyhavemadeitclearforawhilenow,Idon't

knowwhyyoukeepongoingtheretohurt

yourself.Theydon'tloveyou,acceptitand

moveon!



Me:TheystillmyParentsthoughandnoParent

isperfect

Tpee:AslongasyoustillcarryingmybabyI

don'twantyouseeingthem orvisitingthem am

Imakingmyselfclear?

Itookthemenu..

Me:Perfectlyclear

Tpee:Good!Nowordersomethingandeatso

thatwecangototheDr

NISSI

Itwasanemotionalservice.Whenthe

Neighbourandherchurchfriendspoke,itbroke

memore.Iwantedtobedonewiththeservice

already,Iwantedtobedonewiththisday..As

wewerewalkinggoingtothefamilycar,Isaw

LindowithhisMother.Thenerve!



Therewere3familycars,Buliopenedthedoor

formeandIgotin,shegotinaftermeand

closedthedoor..

Me:IsawmyExwithhisMother,thenerve!

Buli:Justforgetaboutthem,theydon'tmatter

today

Inodded..

Thedrivergotinandintroducedhimself,then

heplayedmusicandstarteddriving

Me:ThankyouBuliforeverything,thankyoufor

beinghere

Buli:I'm happythatIwasheretohelpyou

throughthis.WhenmyMotherdieditwashard

forme

Me:YourMotherdied?

Buli:YesbutIdon'tliketalkingaboutitthat

much

Me:Iunderstand..Youareagoodfriendtomy



sister

Sheheldmyhand..

Buli:Icanbeagoodfriendtoyoutoo,from

hereonwefriends.Ifyouneedanythingjustcall

me

Ismiledandnodded...

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

WewenttotheDrandhedidthebloodtest.

Dr:Comebacknextweekfortheresults

Me:ThankyouDr

Dr:I'llsendthesetotheLab

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Tpee:ThankyouDr,we'llseeyounextweek

Wegotupfrom thechairsandheheldmyhand..



Tpee:HowaboutshoppingatZara?

Me:Thatsoundsgood

Tpee:Iknewyouwouldlikethat

Me:What'smybudget?

Tpee:There'snobudget

Me:Imightjustbuythewholestore

Tpee:Goahead

NISSI

Isatonthechairunderthetent,Bulineverleft

myside.Shesatnexttome..Ilookedoverat

Fanny,shelookedatusandthenlookedahead..

Theygaveusbottledwater.

ThePastorprayed,andthenwewererequired

togoandthrowsoilinsidehergrave...



Buliwalkedmethere,Ipouredthesoilandthen

wentbacktositdown.ThePastorprayedagain

andthentheypouredtherestofthesoiltofill

uphergrave..

Thatwasit,Iwillneverseeheragain..

.

Tobecontinued
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[AMONTHLATER]

Ihadthemotherofallheadaches,lastnightI

dranktoomuch.Morethantherecommended



threshold.Itookthepackofpainkillersand

wenttogetaglassofwatertodrink.ThemoreI

tookfurtherstepstothesink,theheaviermy

headachebecame..

Itooktwoofthepainkillersandclosedmyeyes,

Istillfeltdrunk..

Lastnightweliterallyshutthewholeclubdown,

wegotbackat4am..

Buliwalkedin..

Buli:GoodmorningBabe

Me:Goodmorning

Buli:Hungover?

Me:Very

Shelaughed..

Buli:Youwillbefine

BuliandIwehavebecomeveryclosewitheach



othernow,eversincemyMother'sfuneral.She

neverneglectedmeandIwasvisitingherfor

theweekend.Ivisitheralot.

Buli:I'llmakeyouasmoothieitwillhelpand

drinksodawater

Me:Ijustwannasleep

Buli:Drinkthesodawaterfirst

Me:I'lldothat

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

MyParentskeptontroublingme,thoughIno

longervisittheirhousebuttheycallmeallthe

time.It'sirritatinganddrainingIdon'twannalie..

IwassittingonthecouchwithTshepi

massagingfeet..

Me:Thatfeelsgood



Ihadmovedinwithhim andhisParents,he

wantedmeclosetohim untilIgivebirth..

Iyawned..

Tpee:Youjustwokeup

Me:Iknow

Thispregnancyhasbroughtuscloser.Hehas

startedtreatingmebetterandthebeatings

haveseized,doesn'twannaputhisunbornchild

throughharm'sway..

Tpee:Maybeyoushouldrest,plusIhaveto

dashoutforawhile

Inodded..

Me:Ithinksotoo

Hegentlymovedmyfeetfrom him andgotup..

Heleanedoverandkissedme..

Tpee:I'llseeyouguyslater

Me:Okayenjoyyourday



Hewalkedaway...

NISSI

IKeptontossingandturning,Icouldn'tsleep

peacefully.It'slikethepainkillersweren'tdoing

anything.Myheadachewasstillatit'shighest

peak..Myphonestartedvibrating,Icheckedit

out.Itwasacallfrom oneoftheguyswewere

withintheclublastnight,he'snameisKhaya.

He'sactuallyclosetoBuli.Gottoknowhim

throughuBuli..Iansweredmyphone..

Me:Hi

Khaya:Sthandwa

Myheartskippedabit.Khayaisabitolder,not

thatmuchhandsomebuthe'sveryloaded.I

meanamanwithmoney,youtendtosee

beyondhislooks..



Khaya:WenzaniNontombi?(whatareyouup

too)

Me:Nothingmuchjustlayinginbed,I'm

hungoverandIhaveaterribleheadache

Khaya:I'm disappointedtohearthatbecauseI

wantedtotakeyououtforbreakfast

Me:Really?

Khaya:Kunjalo,ukeuphumenjeuyobona

izindawo(Yes,justgetsomefreshair)

Me:Iwouldlikethatverymuch

Khaya:Areyousurethatyouupforit?

Me:YesIam

Khaya:Ngizokuthintaumasengisendleleni(I'll

callyouwhenI'm onmyway)

Me:Okaynoproblem

Khaya:Bye

Me:Bye



Ihungupandsmiled..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

IdroveouttomeetupwithLoco..

Loco:Geshhasagreedtomeetupwithyou

Me:Finally!

Loco:NextweekTuesdayhewillletusknow

thelocation

Me:Ithoughtweweremeetingatthe

warehouse

Loco:Hewantsustobeinhisterritoryjustto

makesurewedon'tcomewithshit

Me:ThatOkeisfullofnonsense

Loco:Let'sjustdoit,meethim inhisterritoryto

getthisshitoveranddonewith

Me:Yeah..Whatever..Soareyoureadyforthe



jobtonight?

Loco:YesI'm ready

Me:Nosurvivors

Henodded..

Loco:Areyousureyouwanttodothis?

Me:Mybaby'ssafetycomesfirstandifLuciais

alwaysstressedthenmybabyisaffected,best

waytodealwiththisistoeliminatethestress

Loco:Igetyou

Me:Good,andwherethefuckisKhaya?

Loco:I'llcallhim

Me:Doso!Areyoucarryingoutthejobwithhim?

Loco:Yes

Me:Don'tmessup

Loco:Iwon't



LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Iglanceddownatallthenewbornbabyclothes..

Me:Sheedayoushouldn'thave

Sheeda:Iwasdoingshoppingthoughtwhynot

getafewthingsformyGrandbaby

Me:Butit'salotofclothes

Sheeda:Sinceyouguysdon'twannaknownow

ifit'sagirloraboy,decidedtobuyclothesfor

bothgenders

Me:Itmust'vecostyoualotofmoney

Sheeda:WhenitcomestomyGrandbaby,

anythinggoes..There'snobudget

Ihuggedher...

Me:Thankyouverymuch,Iappreciateit

Sheeda:Youwelcome



NISSI

IlookedatBuli..

Me:And?

Buli:Letmefixyoureyebrows

Itookmyphoneasshefixedmyeyebrows.I

hadatextfrom Fanny:

"Whereareyou?Weneedtotalk!Exactlywhat

areyoudoingNissi?"

Ideletedwithoutreplying..

ThingsbetweenmysisterandIarenotgood.

Fannydoesn'tlikemehangingaroundwithBuli

somuchthatithasaffectedtheirrelationship

too..Idon'tcarewhatshesays,thisismylife.

ForthefirsttimeinalongtimeI'm actually

living,doingeverythingthatIwantwithout

worryingaboutanyone.Iam livingformeand

I'm happy..



Buli:Done

Me:Thankyou

Buli:Youlookgoodgirl,theeyelashesare

coveringthehangoverthat'sbeingreflectedby

youreyes..

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror.Longeyelashes,

Frenchlongasswigthatreachedmybutt.A

shortjumpsuitandheels..

Ifixedthejumpsuitaroundmycleavagewhen

weheardthedoorbellringing..

Buli:Ithinkit'shim,I'llgetit

IquicklytookapicturewithmySamsungA20

thatBuliboughtformeaweekafterthefuneral..

Buli:Nissi

Iturnedandlookedather,Khayawasstanding

thereholdingroses..

Khaya:Wow



Iwalkeduptothem..

Khaya:Theseareforyou

Itookthem..

Me:Thankyou

Buli:I'llputthem inthevaseforyou

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkeduptomeandsnuckhisarm around

mywaist,thenhekissedmeonthecheek..

Khaya:Youlookbeautiful

Iblushed..

Me:Thankyou

Khaya:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yes

Buli:Enjoy

Me:Thankyou

Khayaheldmyhandandthenwewalkedtothe



door...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

AftermymeetingwithLoco,Iwenttoseemy

Uncle..

Me:Howisyourleg?

Uncle:Fuckmyleg,whatareyoudoing?

Isighed..

Uncle:Youarewayinoveryourheadboy,

meetingupwithGeshareyoucrazy?

Me:Hestolefrom us!Hestoleourshipment

Uncle:Youdon'thaveanyexperienceinthis

gameSon,nowI'm nottryingtogetyoukilled!

Geshhasalotofstreetcredhe'sbeendoing

thisfrom whenhewas16yearsold

Me:Thankyouforyourfaithinme



Uncle:Stopwithyourego!Cancelthismeeting

Me:I'm notdoingthat

Uncle:Herequestedthemeetinginhisterritory!

Whenathugdoesthatit'sverydangerous!

There'sa50%chancethatyouwon'tmakeit

outoftherealivedammit!Thisisnotagame

Tpee!

Me:I'm meetinghim,endofstory!

.

Tobecontinued
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Ineverknewthatthisbeautifulpartof



Johannesburgexisted.I'velivedmostofmylife

intheghettoandtownwastheonlyupclass

placethatIvisitedandmallsaround.I'venever

beenhereatall,andIwasfeelingverysmall.I

meanthisrestaurantwashighclass,itlooked

likeitonlyaccommodatedtheoneswithphat

walletsandimpressivebankbalances.I

couldn'tstoplookingaround..

Khaya:Fascinated?

Ilookedathim..

Me:I'veneverbeenprivilegedtobeinsucha

beautifulplacebeforenorexperiencethiskind

oflife

Khaya:Lookslikeyouhaveastorytotell

Me:Let'sjustsaylifehasn'tbeenfairforsome

ofus.Wewerebornwiththiscloudoverour

heads,nomatterhowmuchwetriedwealways

fail

Khaya:Buthereyouaretoday,itshowsthatlife



isindeedunpredictable

Me:That'strue

Khaya:Don'tsellyourselfshort.Youdeserve

beautifulthingstoo,allwomendo.Youavery

beautifulwomanIhopeyourboyfriendknows

thathe'sluckytohaveyou

Me:WellunfortunatelyIdon'thave

Khaya:Ungazodlalangami(don'tplaywithme)

Me:I'm serious..ActuallyIdon'tknowifIwas

thesidechickorifshewas

Hewhistled..

Khaya:That'shisloss,awomanlikeyou

shouldn'tplaywithlittleboystheydon'tknow

whattheywant

Me:Youareverymatureandyoumaking

nervousrightnow

Hechuckled..



Khaya:Wasnotmyintention..I'm gladthatI'll

beseeingmoreofyoufrom hereonthen,wellI

hopeso

Ismiled..

Me:Maybe

Khaya:Let'sgetthewaiter

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

IwasonInstagram andKhayahasuploadeda

pictureofhimselfandsomegirl,theytookitat

thedoorofthePicanharestaurant.Khayaismy

Uncle'sSon,notbloodsonthough.UncleVee

gothim from thestreets,raisedhim andmade

him whoheistoday.

Ithoughthewaswithsomeoneelse,wellwith

Khayayouwillneverknow.Shewasbeautiful



though,justdidn'tlikeallthemakeupandfake

hair.ShetriedtorockthelookbutIcouldsee

thatitwasnotherstyle.Itwasnotheratall,I'm

notsayingshedidn'tlookgoodinallofthe

nonsensebutIcouldtellitwasn'ther.Wasn't

herstyle..Thelongeyelashesseemedtoeven

beirritatingher,hereyeswereslanting..

Bartender:Refill?

Me:Yesplease

Thecaptionwas:

"IntokaziEntle..Nissi"

ItriedtosearchforheronInstagram through

thepeoplehewasfollowingbutIcouldn'tfind

her..

TheBartenderbroughtmeanotherdrink...

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)



Iwaswokenupfrom mynapbymyMother's

call,Ilookedatitforawhileuntilthephone

stoppedringing.Ireallydon'tknowwhatshe

wants,can'tshejustleavemealone?Can'tthey

leavemealone?Theyputtingmeunderalotof

stresswitheverythingthattheydoing

SIHLE(GESH)

Iwaschillingwithmyboysinmyyard,just

havingafewbeers..

Sbu:Manjeithini?(Whatdidhesay)

Me:Tuesdayngiyohlangananayolebhari

(TuesdayI'm meetingupwiththisfool)

Sbu:Entlekikwazelaphilemampara?(How

doesthisfoolknowyou)

Me:Ang'keniJo(Idon'tknow)

Sbu:iPlanithini?(What'stheplan)



Me:WhenIthinkofit,maybehe'stheonewe

stoletheshipmentfrom.WhatIdon't

understandisthatwhyisn'thecomingguns

andblazing?Whorequestsameeting?Agrees

tocometomyterritory?Thisfoolhassome

hangingballs

Sbu:Makunyiweonce!

Me:Onewaypoi!

NISSI

Khaya:Enjoyingyourmeal?

Me:Yesthankyou

Khaya:I'm glad

Hisphonerang..

Khaya:It'smycousin,Ihavetotakethis..

Excuseme



Hegotupandexcusedhimself.Itookmy

phoneandtookpictures,atleastI'llbeslaying

onFacebook.Vukileumalambane,thephotos

willbeimpressive..

Khayacamebackandsatdown..

Khaya:I'm sorryaboutthat

Me:Noit'sokay

Khaya:HowaboutItakeyoushopping

tomorrowmorning?

Me:Areyousure?

Khaya:YesI'm sure..I'm insisting

Me:Wow..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Khaya:Thankyoumaybe?

Me:Thankyou

Khaya:Youwelcome



FANNY(NISSI'SSISTER)

IcalledBuli,sheanswered..

Buli:Fan

Me:IthoughtyouandIwewerefriends

Buli:Ithoughtsotoo

Me:SowhatareyoudoingwithmySisterBuli?

Buli:Whatam Idoing?Nissiisjustenjoyinglife,

experiencingthebeautifulsideoflife.After

everythingthathashappened,babygirl

deservestobehappyandhavefun

Me:Don'tchatshit!!!Ifyouweretrulymyfriend

youwouldn'tbedoingthis!She'smylittlesister

areyoutryingtosellher?

Buli:Wow!That'swhatyouthinkofme?

Me:Iknowyou!

Buli:Youknowwhatpleasestopcallingme



Shehungup..

.

Tobecontinued
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IhadanamazingdaywithKhaya,weliterally

spentthewholedaytogether.AfterBreakfast

wedrovearoundandheshowedme

Johannesburg,thepartofitthatInevergotto

see..Itfeltgood,livingthiskindoflifeevenfor

aday..



LateronatnighthedrovemebacktoBuli'sflat,

heboughtmeafewthings..

Buli:Wow!Lookatyou

Me:Ihadsuchagreatdayohhmyword!

Buli:I'm happyforyou,Icanseethatyou've

enjoyedyourself

Me:Heboughtmeanoutfit,hedidn'teven

complain

Buli:Khayadoesn'tmindspendingonyou,so

longyougoodtohim

Me:Doeshehaveagirlfriend?BecauseIdon't

wannagetattachedincasehehasagirlfriend

Buli:HoneythisisJohannesburgnoonecomes

single

Me:Sohe'sinarelationship?

Buli:Thatdoesn'tmatter,solonghespoilsyou.



LookNissiit'snotalwaysaboutlove,wherehas

lovegottenyou?Itleftyouwithaheartbreak,

lovedidn'tbuyyoutheseclothes,loveisnot

goingtoaffordyouagoodlife.Stopthinking

withyourheart,startthinkingwithyourhead.

Khayacanspoilyou,hecangiveyouagoodlife.

Plusit'snotlikeyoudoingthingslikemeand

Fanny,you'llonlybeKhaya'sgirl.Youhave

nothing,doyouwannagobackhomeandlivea

lifeofabeggar?Lifeisnoteasyandjust

becauseyourmom diedthatdoesn'tmeanlife

isgoingtofeelsorryforyou.Justhavefunwith

Khaya,don'toverthinkanything,gowiththeflow

andliveagoodandbetterlife!

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Ilookedather,sheseemedscared.Hervest

wastornalittle,andhertearshaddriedup..



Me:Don'tbescared,Iwon'thurtyou

Her:Whatdoyouwantfrom me?

Me:It'ssimple,whenyourboyfriendgivesme

backwhat'smine..I'llletyougo

Her:Myboyfriend?

Ilookedather..

Her:OhhmyGodwhatdidGeshdonow?What

hashegottenmeinto

Me:Hestolefrom me,andIwantmy

merchandiseback

Her:Butwhatdoesithavetodowithme?How

am Iinvolvedinhisbusiness

Me:Becauseyouarehisbusiness,andhis

businessbecomesmybusinessbecausehe

stolefrom me!

Shekeptquiet,IlookedatLoco..

Me:Givehersomethingtodrinkshelooks



thirstyandtakethevideoafter

Loco:Okay

Imademywaytothedoor..

SIHLE(GESH)

Lesedi'smotherwashere,apparentlyLesedi

hasn'tbeenhomeforatleast2daysnow..

Shewasfreakingout,andthedownplayofitall

isthatIdidn'tknowwhereshewas..

Mom:SihleuphiuLesedi?(WhereisLesedi)

Ifoldedbothmyarmsasbothwomenlookedat

me..

Me:Ihaven'tseenherinawhile

L.Mom:Akufaninaye..YesIknowshe's

troublesomebutshealwayscallstocheckin



Mom:Haveyoutriedherfriends?

L.Mom:YesIhave

Myphonevibrated,Itookitout.Itwasa

whatsappmessage.Icheckeditout,andan

unknowncontacthadsentmeavideo.Iopened

it,itwasavideoofLesedi.Ipausedit..

Me:Excuseme

Iwalkedout,Iplayedthevideo.Shewascrying..

Lesedi:Babyifyouloveme,yougoingtogive

them whattheywant.Theseguysmean

businessandI'm scared,whathaveyougotten

meinto?(crying)

Thevideoended.Isighed..IcalledSbu..

NISSI

IhadjustfinishedbathingandIwasinthe



bedroom togetdressedwhenmyphonerang.It

wasFanny,Idecidedtoanswerthistime

around..

Me:Hello?

Fanny:Nissi

Me:HiFanny

Fanny:Whereareyou?

Me:AtBuli'splace

Fanny:Whatareyoudoingthere?Whyaren't

youathome?Soyoutellingmethere'snoone

atMom'shouse?

Me:Whydon'tyoualsogoandguardMom's

house?It'salsoyourmother'shousekantiyini

nah?

Fanny:Haibo!

Me:Ican'tsitinMom'shousefor24/7guarding

itwhenwillmylifestart?It'snotfairnawego

guardthehouse..Ifyoucan't,thenratherlet's



sellit!

Fanny:WeeeNissi!

Me:ByeFanny

Ihungupandthrewmyphoneonthebed..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Khaya:Cuz

Me:Cuz

Wefistbumped..

Khaya:Wuwelomuntu?

Me:Yeahit'sme

Webothsatdown..Hewhistledandthe

bartenderlookedatus..

Khaya:Bringusabottle

Ilookedaround..



Me:Theclubseemstobeworkinggood,Isee

you'vedoneafewthings..Addedafewthings

Helaidbackonthecouch..

Khaya:Yeahwe'veaddedanotherVIPsection

Me:That'sgoodman..That'sverygood

Khaya:What'sgoingonwithyou?Whatareyou

doing?

Me:JusthandlingsomebusinessforUncleVee

Khaya:Howisthatgoing?

Me:It'sgoinggood,I'm actuallyenjoyingit

Khaya:That'sgood

Me:What'swithyou?Iseeyougotanewhottie

Khaya:Ohwya..Nissi

Me:She'sdifferent

Khaya:Sheis

Me:Isitseriousbetweenyoutwoor?



Khaya:Idon'tknow..We'llsee

Thebartenderbroughtusthebottle...

SIHLE(GESH)

Iwaswalkingupanddowninmyroom lostin

mythoughtsandwaitingforSbu.Icheckedthe

time,itwasnow21:00....

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedin..

Me:It'sabouttime

Sbu:Wtfman?Entlekk'hambani?

Me:ThatfuckergotLesedi

Igotmyphoneandshowedhim thevideo..

Sbu:Wtf??



Icalmlysatdownonthechair..

Sbu:Manjewhat'sgoingtohappen?

Me:Wemeetinghim onTuesday

Sbu:What'stheplan?

Me:Waristheplan

Sbu:Makunyiwe

Me:Makunyiweonce!

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

[AFEW DAYSLATER]

Dayspassedandlifewasstilllookinggoodfor

me.IwasenjoyingJohannesburgandthe

beautifulpartofit..Khayadecidedtogivemea

jobathisclub,justtomakemyselfsome

moneyandkeepbusy.Weareslowlymoving

intoarelationshipphase,Iknowit'stoosoon

buthemakesmehappy.Hemakesmeforget

aboutwhatlifehasshownmeawhileback,that

sideofitthatwasn'tpleasant..

Iwasattheclubbusywipingthetablesand

singing.Iworkfrom 10:00-19:00,3timesa

week.IgetpaidR2000everyweek.Itclocksin



everyFriday..

Thiswasagoodstartforme,Iwasableto

smileagain,laughandenjoymylife.Ithasn't

takenmelongtogethereandI'm goingtograb

thisopportunitywithbothhands..

Istoppedwipingtablesandlookedatthepole

dancers,hehasstripperstoo.That'showhe

keepstheclubbusy.Ilookedatone,shehada

phatassanddidn'thavetogoallinwith

dancing.Herasswasdoingalltheworkforher.

Theywerereallygood,theywereworkingthose

poles...Ifelthandshuggingmefrom behind..

Hekissedmeonmyneck..

Khaya:Ntokazi

Me:Hey



Khaya:Youseem likeyouenjoyingthepole

dancingvibe

Me:Theyreallygood

Khaya:Wannadoit?

Me:Ungadlalingami(laughing)

Khaya:Youcantryitjustforfunnje

Me:Areyouserious?

Khaya:Kitty!

Thegirlwithaphatassturnedandlookedat

him..

Khaya:Showmygirl2movesorso

Shenodded..

Khaya:Go

Me:I'm notsureaboutthis

Khaya:Go..I'm vouchingforyou

Isighedandwalkeduptothestage,hesat



downonthechairandlookedatme..

Themusicstarted,Kittyshowedmetwosimple

moves.Khayatookouthisphoneandtooka

videoIguess..

"Stripclubanddollarbills

Istillgotmymoney

Patronshots,canIgetarefill?

Istillgotmymoney

Strippersgoin'upanddownthatpole

AndIstillgotmymoney

Fouro'clockandweain'tgoinghome

'CauseIstillgotmymoney"

Kittylookedatmeandlaughed..

Kitty:Youholdingontothatpolefordearlife

Me:WhatcanIdo?Idon'twannafall

Webothlaughed...



TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Wemetinanopenfield,hehadhisguysandI

hadmine.AlltheiroldpimpedoutGusheshe

carswerelinedup,wehadourblackSUVslined

up.Weallstoodagainstourcarsandlookedat

eachotherforawhile,theywereplayingmusic

inoneoftheircars.

"IcameIsaw

Iconqueredall

KhulekaGogo

ITvyanextdoor

Singenafokol

Butmanjesingcono

Mawusdlelamona



'Soshibangomgodu

Ngithinaweuyabona"

Welookedateachotherforawhile,untilGesh

tookafewstepsforwardandstoodinthe

middle.Therewayhewalked,itshowedthathe

hadalotofconfidenceinhim.Ifixedmybucket

hat,loweringitfurtherdownandItookafew

stepstoo.Wewerebothstandinginfrontof

eachother,facingeachother..

Helookedatmeandlaughedwhilstshakinghis

head..

Gesh:Entleklangiyanyelwastraight(I'm being

fuckedoverhere)

Iputmyhandsdeepinmypockets..

Me:Idon'thavethewholeday

Henoddedandrubbedhisnose,hethenturned

andlookedathiscrew.Whenheturnedtolook



atmeagain,hepunchedmeacrosstheface.I

took3stepsbackwards.

Mycrewmovedinwiththeirguns,sodidhis

Iraisedupmyhandsignalingforthem tostand

back,Ispatbloodontheground..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Yougotyourpointacross,nowIneedmy

shitback

Gesh:Younotgettinganything!Whatyougoing

todonowisreleasemygirlfriendandthentake

yourcheesyasswithyourgangsterwannabe

friendsandmakeitallthewaytotheburbs!

Yang'thola?(doyougetme)

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Iguessyouwillcontactmewhenyouready

Ispatonhissneakersandwalkedaway..

Gesh:Thefuck?



Icouldsensethathewasfollowingme..

Ifelthisarm aroundmyneck,Ihelditback.

TwistedatitasIturnedaroundtofacehim.I

turnedhim topinitagainsthisbackandputmy

otherarm aroundhisneck.Hehitmehardon

thefacewiththebackofhisheadsincewe

werebothalmostthesameheight.Iletgoof

him andsteppedbackagain..

Me:Shiiiiit!

Hiscrewstartedcheeringhim..

"Phez'kwakhe!"

WhileIwasstilldisoriented,hepunchedmeon

mytummy.Ibent,thenhehitmewithhiselbow

onmybacksendingmedowntotheground.He

wasaquicklittlebugger,andIhatedthat.I

turnedontheground,hewasabouttoplacehis

sneakeronmychestwhenIpulledoutmygun

andpointeditathim..

Heputhislegdownandthenclickedhis



tongue..Heturnedbackandwalkeduptohis

crew..

Me:Fuck!!!!!!!

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Ihaveneverbeenthroughsuchpainbefore,

neverImaginedmyselfgoingthroughthis.

Afewdaysago,itsurfacedthatbothmy

Parentsweregunneddown,someonebrokein

andshotthem repeatedly.Bothofthem didn't

makeit,bothofthem weremadesurethatthey

don'tmakeit.MyParentsneverhadenemies,I

don'tknowwhowoulddothis.Whotargeted

them likethis,andmadesurethattheydon't

makeit....

Iwasshattered,IcrieduntilIhadnotears



anymore.Iwasnumb,myheartwasbleeding

Istillcouldn'tbelievethattheyweregone..

Londi:Iwillhandleallthefuneralarrangements,

Ihadafuneralcoverforbothofthem

Theeldersnodded.Wewereinthemain

bedroom,wherethemattresswasonthefloor..

MyGrandmotherfrom myfather'ssideandmy

Auntfrom myMother'ssideweretheones

sittingonthemattress..

Aunty:SiyabongaLondi(thankyouLondi)

Grams:Youhavetakencareofthem asiflike

theywereyourparents,evenindeathyoustill

honouringus

Aunty:That'strue

Ididn'tknowwhattosaybecauseInever

thoughttheywoulddiesosuddenly,Ididn'tdoa

funeralcoverforthem.Ifeltsosmall.



Londi:IfIdon'tdoit,whoelsewillmara?

Shesaidthatwhilstlookingatme...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Loco:I'm drivingyoustraighttothehospital

Me:I'llbefine!

Loco:Youarenotfuckenfine,youarebleeding!

Asweweweredrivingoutofthehood,Gesh

andhiscrewwerefollowingus.Makingnoise,

comingoutofthewindowsitwasimmature

andunnecessary.Iwasbeyondmypissed

threshold,I'vebeenpissedinmylifebutnotlike

this..

"Kush'enyei-sound,ziyawakumnandi

Kukhuphuk'idust,kantingubani?



Ungathukisan',ng'hambanezam'

O'AchuzMacala,ugadeiVurVai

Insimbinay'iyasho,ngibhizingey'bham'

Sivitiz'ipati,kudabukei-sound

I-VIPyani?Sijaivanabantu

Sikhiph'ama-jazi,uyalazudaba"

Wehitadeadend..Locostopped..

Iwasintoomuchpain..

Loco:Wehavetoturn

Allthecarsbehindusstopped..

Iclosedmyeyesandbitmylowerlip.

Loco:Herehecomes



Iopenedmyeyes..

Geshmadehiswaytomyside..

Heknockedonmywindow,Locorolleditdown..

Hemadehimselfcomfortablebyputtinghis

armsonthedoor..Helookedatus..

Gesh:"Uyaphupha,minaI'm killingit

Can'twalkinmyshoes,minaelamiitekilisha"

Loco:Gettothepoint!

Gesh:Iwantmygirlfriendback!IfIdon'tseeher

tomorrownizozwangami(you'llhearfrom me)

Loco:Canyoutellyourcatstomakewayforus

attheback?

Helookedatusonelasttime..

Gesh:"Bathiikasiilibhadali,bafanabamikeep

thechange"



.
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IwashalfwaythroughmyshiftwhenIspotted

Khayasittingatthetablewithwhatlookedlike

TheeTshepiso"Tpee"Thobakgale.Theywere

withanotherguytoo.Tpeelookedbadly

wounded,Iam notsurprisedthoughthisguyis

notorious.

OnmywaybacktothebarIbumpedinto

Thembawhowasholdingabottleofwhiskey



Themba:Watchit!

Me:I'm sosorry

Themba:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:I'm sorryIwasjust...IsthatTpee?

Thembalookedatthetable..

Themba:Yeah,heisKhaya'scousin

Myeyeswidened..

Me:What?

Themba:Notbloodcousinsthough..It's

actuallyalongstory

Me:Wow..KhayaiscousinswithTpee

Themba:Yes..Nowifyoudon'tmind,Ihaveto

gogivethem theirbottle

Me:Waitletmegogivethem

Themba:Huh?

Me:IwannaseethisTpeeupclose



Themba:Why?

Me:I'veonlyseenhim onsocialmediaalways

trendingfornotgoodthingsIwannaseehim

upclose

Themba:Bemyguestthen

Hehandedmethetray..

Me:Thankyou

Imademywaytothem.Tpeewasleaning

againstthechairwithhishangingoverand

facingup,hiseyeswereclosedthough..

Khayaandtheothergentlemanweretheones

talking..

Khaya:Geshbaniyenaloyo?(whoisthisGesh)

TheykeptquietwhenIwasclosetothem..

Khaya:Thankyousomuchsweetheart

Iputthetrayonthetable..

Me:Anythingelse?



Khayalookedatthegentleman,thenthe

gentlemanshookhishead..

Khaya:Tpee?

Tpeeopenedhiseyesandleanedover..His

eyesmetupwithmine..

Khaya:Anythingelse?

Tpee:No

Hisvoicewasabitscratchylikehe'scatchinga

coldorsomething..

Me:IfyouguysneedanythingI'llbeatthebar..

Khaya:Noted

Iwalkedbacktothebar...

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

WhatLondididthereandwhatshesaidwasout

oforder.Thisisnotthetimetobepointing



fingersnorbragging.Adarkcloudhasvisited

ourhome,weshouldallbeaunitedfrontand

makesurethatwegiveourParentsadignified

funeral.Shedidthefuneralcoverforthem and

that'sgreat,wethankherforthat.Shewasable

todoit,afterallthey'veraisedhertoo.She

owesthem thismuchplusshewastheir

favorite.Theyhavetreatedherbetterthanthey

haveevertreatedme..Iwasinmycarcrying,

thishurtdeeply.Ifeltlikestartingmycarand

drivingoff,drivingfarawayfrom herebecause

clearlyIdidn'tbelong.Itookmyphoneand

calledTpee,hedidn'tpickup.ThatFustrated

meevenmore..Ithrewmyphoneonthe

passenger'sseat...

BULI

IopenedthedoorandFannywalkedin.



Thiswasnotgoingtogowell..

Sheputherbagonthecounter,thenturnedand

lookedatme..

Fanny:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'm sorry?

Fanny:Imeanwhatareyoudoingwithmy

Sister?

Isighed...

Me:Fannylet'sgetonethingstraight,your

sisterisnotachild,there'snothingthatIcan

makeherdo..She'sgrownandshe'smaking

herowndecisions

Fanny:Don'tgivemethat!Nissiisstillachild!

Sheisnaive,shedoesn'tknowwhat'swhatand

shedoesn'tknowthislife.Youarepryingonan

innocentgirlandI'llbedamnedifyoudragher

intothislife

Ichuckled..



Me:Youshouldbethankingme

Fanny:Thankingyou?Thankingyouforwhat?

Me:Ifitwasn'tformeshewouldbesinking

deeperanddeeperintodepression!She

deservesthis!Shedeservestobehappy,livea

little,experiencethebeautifulpartoflife!She

deservestobeloved,she'sayoungbeautiful

womanandshedeservestobetreatedlikethat

Fanny:Whereisshe?

Me:Shewentout

Fanny:Wentoutwhere?

Me:She'sworkingataclub,shefoundajob

she'llbeabletoprovideforherselfandrenovate

herMother'shouse!Provideforherself,andnot

beafinancialburdentoyou

Fanny:Mysisterisnotafinancialburdentome

wheredidyougetthatfrom?Howdidyoumake

thatup?



Me:Fannyifyouhaveaproblem,howaboutyou

takeitupwithyoursister?

Iwalkeduptothethedoorandopenedit..

Me:Pleaseleavemyhouseandthankyoufor

stoppingby

Shetookherbagandwalkeduptothedoor.

Beforeshewalkedout,shehitmewiththebag

onmyface.Iclosedthedoorlaughing..

Me:Rachethoe!

NISSI

IlookedatthetimeandI'llbeknockingoffsoon.

AllalongI'vebeenstandingcloselookingat

guys,theyseemedtobehavinganintense

conversation.Judgingfrom theirfacial

expressionsandbodylanguage.Underneathall

thosebruises,Tpeeishandsome.Heisdamn



handsomebutabitintimidating.Allthewhile

sinceI'vebeenlookingathim,Ihaven'tseen

him smilingatall.Hewasseriously

intimidating..

Themba:Theguyswantice,doyouwannatake

ituptothem?

Me:Yesplease

Helaughed..

Me:What?

Themba:Nothing

Itookthebucketiceandmademywaytothe

table..TheykeptquietagainwhenIgotcloser,I

puttheiceonthetableandpulledmydress

down.ItgoesupeachtimewhenIstart

walking..

Khaya:Thankyousweetheart

There'ssomethingaboutTpee'sstarethatjust

sendscoldshiversdownyourspine.Hiseyes



havethiscoldnessinthem likehedoesn'thave

asoulatall,thewayheclencheshisjaw.How

dopeopleconversewithhim?Helookslike

evenaharmless"Hello"mightmakehim lash

out..

Iturnedaroundandmademywaybacktothe

bar...

SIHLE(GESH)

AfterwhathappenedtodayIdon'tthinkTpeeis

goingtoletLesedigo.Myactingimpulsive,

mighthaveputherlifeindangerandit'sallon

me.HerMotherislosingit.ThoughLesediisa

problem child,butshe'sherMother'sprideand

joy..SotogetTpeetoreleaseher,Ihavetofind

somethingonhim thatwillmakehim release

Lesedi..



Sbu:IcontactedthePI

Wewereoutinthepubhavingsomedrinks.

Me:Yeah?

Sbu:Hehasagreedtotalktoustomorrow

(Silence)

Me:DoyouthinkI'veputLesediindanger?

Sbu:Iwould'veactedthesamewaytooifIwas

you

Me:Maanlempathaisacheeseboy,howishe

abletopullthisoff?Whatmakeshim thinkhe

canrunthegame?

Sbu:HisUncleisVee,heknowsathingortwo..

Shouldwejustgivethem backtheshipment?

Me:No..Thatshipmentisgoingtomakeus

money,that'sfreeshipment.Wewon'tbe

payingforanyshipmenttothesuppliersoour

moneyissafe



Sbu:Thenwe'llhearwhatthePIsays

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Ikeptoncheckingandstealingglancesatthis

NissichickasKhayaandLocokeptthe

conversationgoing..

Khaya:ThisGeshperson,he'sdonebeen

troublebutthatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldkillhis

girlfriend.Itwillneverend,it'sgoingtobean

ongoingbadbloodbetweenyoutwothat's

goingtogetalotofinnocentpeoplehurt

Loco:That'swhatI'vebeenthinking,Ithinkwe

shouldgivehim backhisshipmentandcutour

losses

Ilookedatthem..

Me:That'snotgoingtohappen,welosta

shipmentofabout1mill..Ifwelethim behe's



goingtoseeusascowards.Khayathat'swhere

youcomein,youhavebettercontactsandI

thinktheywillhelpinthissituation

Loco:ThisisnotagameTpee!Yourgirlfriendis

pregnant,whatareyougoingtodoifGeshgets

tothem?Becausethat'sgoingtohappenifyou

keepthisshitgoing

IsighedandlookedatNissi.Shewas

conversingwiththebartender.WhereIwas

sittingIcouldseethewholeviewofher,how

sheconstantlypulledherdressdown.Iam

100%surethatthischickhasn'thadarealdick

yet,shehasn'tbeenseriouslyfucked.Thinking

aboutthethingsIcoulddotoher,mademydick

twitchalittle..

Khaya:Tpee

Ilookedathim..

Khaya:Whereyourheadatman?

Me:Ihaveaheadache,Ihavetobounce



Khaya:AytmanI'llcallyou

Me:Cool

Locohandedmethecarkeys..

Imademywayout..

.

Tobecontinued

Insert19willbedroppedonThursdaysoyou

don'tkeeponcheckingconstantly,I'lltryto

maketheinsertslonger.

NISSI
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TSHEPISO(TPEE)



ThenextmorningIwokeupwithaheadache,

thebruiseswereintense.Icouldn'tsleepthe

previousnightbecauseofallthepain..

Iwentdownstairstoeatbreakfastwhenmy

fatherjoinedmeforbreakfast.He'snotathome

thatmuch,he'seitherworkinglaterorwithhis

mistress.Withmyownshitgoingon,my

motherismostlyalonearoundthehouse.I

knowIfuckupalotandhurtwomenbuthaving

myMotherhurtisadifferenttypeofhurt...

Dad:Morning

Me:Morning

Dad:Whathappenedtoyou?

Me:It'snothingjustgotintoabitofapickle

withsomeone

Dad:Ihopethatpicklewon'tcostmelawyer

fees



Me:Itwon't

(Silence)

Dad:Whycan'tyoubenormal?Youwere

blessedtobebornintoasuccessfulfamilywhy

notusethattobetteryourselfandalsostop

messingaroundwiththesegirlswhodon'thave

afuture.Girlswhoareaftermoney?Youarethe

onlychildyoushouldbefixingyourlife

Me:Ididn'trealizethatIwassomuchofa

disappointment(sarcasm)

Dad:Don'tfuckwithmeTshepiso!

Me:Youactuallyruiningmybreakfast

Dad:IwonderwhyGoddecidedtoclosemy

wife'swombafteryou.Icouldhaveanother

childbynow,maybeabetterchild!Onethatwill

helpcarrymylegacybutthatcan'tbe

achievablebecauseSheeda'swombdecidedto

beuseless



IlookedupandmyMotherwasstandingthere..

Me:Ohhfuck(whispering)

MyDadturnedandlookedather..

Dad:Hun

Shesmiledandthenwalkedaway..

MyDadtriedtostandup..

Me:Igotthis,you'vedoneenoughdamage!

NISSI

Iwaswipingthetables.Itwasabitquietbut

tonightit'sgoingtobebusy.Wehaveastripper

sessionsoalotofguysaregoingtobecoming

through...Khayawalkedinholdingaboxof

muffinsandcoffee.

Khaya:Ntokazi

Istoppedwipingthetablesandlookedathim..



Khaya:Muffinsforabeautifulwoman

Ismiled..

Me:Hmmmm thankyou,plusIhaven'thad

breakfast

Khaya:ThenI'm lucky

Webothsatdownatthetable..

Khaya:Howareyoufindingworksofar?

Me:Ienjoyworkingaroundhereandmakingmy

ownmoney

Khaya:I'm gladyouseeitthatway

Me:Excitedabouttoday?

Khaya:Iam stripperssessionbringsalotof

moneyIdon'twannalie,wemightmakeabout

100korsojusttonight

Me:Areyouserious?

Khaya:YesI'm seriousorevenmore

Me:Wow!Thisbusinesshasmoneymoss



Khaya:IthasalotofmoneyNtokazi

Istartedeatingmymuffins..

Me:LetmeeatmymuffinsthensothatIcango

backtowork

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Iknockedatthedoor,shelookedatme..

Mom:Comein

Imademywayin...

Me:Hi

Ma:Moonpie

Isatnexttoher..

Me:Howismyfavoritedoing?

Ma:I'm okay

Me:I'm sorryaboutwhatyouheardearlier



Ma:There'snoliesthathesaid

Me:Youhadtoremoveyourwombbecauseyou

hadcervicalcancerremember?

Ma:EitherwayMoonPie,awombisawoman's

greatestprideifyoucan'tgiveyourhusband

kidsthen

Iexhaled..

Me:BetweenyouandI,he'sajerk

Shechuckled..

Ma:Iwasactuallythinkingofadopting,Idon't

knowhowhe'sgoingtofeelaboutthat

Me:Tohellwithwhathethinksandfeelsabout

it,thisisnotabouthim!ThisisaboutyouandI

supportyouwholeheartedly

Ma:Thankyoumybaby

Ihuggedher..

Me:Idon'twannaseeyousad



Ma:I'm good..Vicisnothusbandoftheyear.At

firstyeshiswordsusedtohurtmebutnow..I

don'ttakethem intoheartanymore

Me:That'sgood

SIHLE(GESH)

Sbubroughtinthisotherwhiteguywhoissaid

tobethebest.CarlShaw,sowewenttotown

tomeetupwithhim.Hewaswearingoddly

weirdcolours.Black&Red,andhehadared

bandannaaroundhiswrist.Iwasverysurethat

hewasinagang..

Sbu:Carl

Hegotupandshookourhands..

Sbu:I'm SbuandthisisafriendofmineGesh

Carl:Pleasedtomeetyougentlemen



Sbu:Samehere

Weallsatdown..

Sbu:Shouldweordersomething?

Carl:Ican'tstayforlongsodrinkswillbefine

Sbu:Understood..Letmegetthewaiter

Me:Whydon'twejustfuckengettothepoint

Ilookedathim..

Me:There'sthisguynamedTpee,hehasmy

girlfriendandIwannaknowwherehe'sholding

her,that'swhywehereforyoutohelpus.How

muchwillitcost?

Helookedatus..

Carl:Tpee..TshepisoThobakgale?

Me:Youknowhim?

Carl:Yes..Icould'vesavedyouthetrip

gentlemenhadyousaidonthephonethatit

wasThobakgale



Sbu:Whatdoyoumean?

Carl:He'smyhomie,he'smybestfriendsoI

won'tbeabletodothis

Me:Yougottobekiddingme!

Hegotup..

Carl:Sorryaboutthat..Havealovelyday

Hewalkedaway...

NISSI

Fannywalkedin..Iwasn'tpreparedforallthe

dramathatshewasgoingtobring..Iwaitedfor

hertocometome..

Fanny:Nissi

Me:Fanny

Shelookedatme..



Fanny:Youlookgood

Me:Thankyou

Fanny:Weneedtotalk

Me:Ifyouheretofightwithme,Idon'twanna

hearit

Fanny:Iam notheretofight

Ifoldedmyarms..

Fanny:Youarenotachild,youareoldenough

tomakeyourowndecisions

Me:Ohw

Fanny:Ijustwanttoknowwhat'sgoingto

happentoMom'shouse

Me:Idon'tknowbecauseI'm am planningon

movingdownherepermanently

Fanny:Isee...Idon'twantitsold.That'swhere

wegrewup,soIwasthinkingthatCousinLala

canmoveinwithherkids



Me:That'sagoodidea

Fanny:Cool..Goodluckwitheverything

Me:Youtoo

Shewalkedaway..

.

Tobecontinued

OurnextinsertwillfollowthroughSaturday
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NISSI

Thestrippingclubwasgoingtostartinan

hourstime,butitwasalreadyfull.Notfullto



makeyoudizzy,butalotofpeopleshowedup.

Richpeopletobemoreexact.Iheardthe

generalticketwasR3000,thenvipwasR5000.

Theyonlyhad10viptickets.Thepriceofthe

ticketdidn'tincludeanyfreealcohol,people

insidewerestillgoingtobuytheirownalcohol..

SoallthesepeopleheretookoutR3000and

R5000justtowatchwomenshaketheirasses?

That'salotofmoney,Idon'twannalie..Khaya

letmeknowthathewillbeinaprivatesuite

withhisclosecircle.They'llbeaboveeveryone

inaboxandwatchingeverythingfrom upthere..

Wewerestrictlywearingshortsilverdresses

andblackheels.Theheelswerehighenoughto

makeonetripandfall..Kittywasthestarofthe

show,shewasevenincludedontheflyer.Idon't

wannalie,shehadtheass..

Itookthetrayofwhiskey,themostexpensive

bottletotheprivateareawhereKhayaandhis

circlewassitting..Abottleofwhiskeyandtwo



bigbottlesofsparklingwaterandicecubes..

Imademywaythere,Iwillbestrictlyserving

them tonight.Iopenedwithoutknockingand

mademywayin,Iwasmostlyconcentratimg

onnotdroppingthebottle.That'sthemost

expensivebottle,ifitfallsandbreaks,that'sa

lotofmoneywasted.Ithoughttherewasno

onehere,butIwasstunnedtoseeTpee

checkingoutthecigars.Ifreakedoutalittle.

Helookedatme..

Me:I'm sorry,Ithoughttherewasnoonehere

Hedidn'tsayanything.Iwalkedoverandput

thetrayonthesmalltable.Theroom waspure

white,evenhadastrippingpole.2ofthem tobe

moreexact.Hadabigplasmascreenthat

showedeverythingthatwashappening

downstairs.Itwasbeautiful,therewasamini

bartooinhere.Asongwasplaying..



"Kuyobaninisihlupheka

Zinganezethuziyaswela

NotyetUhuru,NotyetUhuru"

Ikeptonturningaroundadmiringthisroom

untilIheardhim clearinghisthroat.Iturnedand

lookedathim,hewasdeadasslookingatme..

Me:I'm sorryI'll...I'llleave

Irushedtothedoor..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Iwasnotfeelingokay,emotionallyIwasnot

okay.Beinghereandhavingtogothroughallof

this,thenalsohavingtogothroughTpeegiving



meacoldshoulderwashectic.Callsarevery

short,heonlycallsandasksaboutthebaby.

Nothingmore..Doesn'taskhowIam,how

everythingisgoing.Ifeellikehe'sdeattaching

from me,andit'sdrivingmecrazy...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Icheckedthescreenkeptthecamerafocused

atthebar,sinceweweretheoneswhowere

operatingthecameras..Nissiwasatthebar

justtalktothebartender.Couldn'thearwhat

theyweresayingwithallthenoisedownstairs,

andthecamerawasalsoabitfar..Shewas

laughingandtalking,nothingmuch..Thedoor

openedandCarlwalkedin

Carl:Thereheis

Me:Andheshowsup



Carl:What'sup?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Igotupandhecametome..Webumped

shoulders..

Carl:Shitthisclubistops

Me:Tellmeaboutit

Carl:Yourcuzdidprettygoodforhimself

Me:Yeahhedid

Hesatdown..

Carl:Ihadaninterestingmeeting

Me:Yeah?

Hetookthepeanutsfrom thetable..

Carl:WhatdidyoupissoffGeshwith?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Carl:Hewantedtohireme

Me:Fuckhim!



Carl:Iturnedhim down,buthe'sgoingtoask

someoneelse

Me:YeahIknow

Carl:Areyoureadytogoagainsthim?

Me:We'llsee

NISSI

Me:Doesitalwaysgetthisfull?Imeanthe

strippingshow?

Themba:Asspayssis!

Ilaughed..

Themba:Wehavealotofworktodotonight

Me:WiththeseheelskillingmeIdon'tknow

Themba:Takethem off,youwillwearthem

whenevergotheprivatesuite



Me:That'sagoodidea

Itookthem andhopedonthechair..

Me:Thatfeelsbetter

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Ikeptondeletingthemessage.Istartedtyping

again:

"Ithoughtyousaidyougoingtobehereforme,

I'm goingthroughalotrightnowandyoudon't

evenseem tocare.Ihaveaskedyouforone

thing,onlyonething.Thatistofindwhodidthis

tomyParents,youcan'tevendothat!Youhave

alltheresources,it'snotthatyoucan'tdoityou

justdon'twanttoo!It'sgoodtoknowthatIcan't

dependonyouforanything!.Maybeweshould

justbreakup!"



TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Theshowwastostartin5minnow.Khayaand

hisothertwoPalshadjoinedusnow.

Weweredrinking,andtalking.Wehadtwo

strippersinthesuiteoneachpole,themusic

wasn'ttooloudtomakeusnotheareachother..

"Yeahhol'up,hol'upwedem boyz

Hol'up,hol'upwedem boyz

Hol'up,hol'up,wemakin'noise

Hol'up,wedem boyz

NowI'vebeeninthisgameforalongtime,and

I'm stillgettin'moneyoh

Hol'up,hol'upwedem boyz

Hol'up,hol'up,wemakin'noise"



Khayawasallupdancingwiththestripper,she

wasactuallytwerkingonhiscrotch..

MyphonevibratedandItookitout,itwastext

from Lucia.Ireaditthensighed.Ileanedover

toCarlandtoldhim thatI'm comingback,

neededtocallLucia.Igotupandwalkedout,

justwhenIwaswalkingtothestaircaseI

bumpedtoNissiinthecorridor.

Shewasholdingabucketofice.Withwhat

Khayawasdoinginthere,thiswasgoingto

fuckherup..

Me:Nissiright?

Shestoppedandlookedatme..

Nissi:Yes

Me:Youaretheoneservingusright?

Nissi:Yes

Me:Ineedadrink

Nissi:Thoughtyouguyshadallthedrinksin



there

Me:IfwedidIwouldn'tbeaskingyouforone

noworwouldI?

Nissi:Okayletmejustgoandputtheicein

thereandthenI'llgogetyouyourdrink

Me:Noyougoingtogetitnow

Nissi:Iam sorry,butIcan'tgobackwiththe

bucketdownstairs..Ihavetoputitdown

Me:Okaylet'sdothat

Itookthebucketfrom herandputitdown...

Me:Problem solvedlet'sgo

Igrabbedherarm anddraggedhertothestairs..

Nissi:Hey!

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Thisisunbelievablyawkward,Tpeejust

draggingmelikethattothemainfloorand

personallyaskingadrinkfrom me?Ifoundit

questionableandawkward.Everythingabout

him isawkwardIdon'tevenknowwhyI'm

havingthesequestions..Ipassedhim theglass

ofwhiskey.Hedidn'tevensaythankyou...He

wassittingatthebar,thoughthewouldleave

aftergettingthewhiskey..

Ilookedathim,hewasbusywithhisphone.

Iwasmakingupscenariosinmyheadlikeishe

dating?Howisheinarelationship,ishesweet,



soft,loving?Isthesexgentle,isherough?Heis

averydifficultcharacteranalyze

Hiseyesmovedfrom thescreenthenhelooked

atme,Ilookeddownandstartedtosortoutthe

bottlesonthecounter.Ikeptonstealing

glancesathim andhewasstillstaringme.He

wasmakingmeverynervous.

KHAYA

AfterthesongandthetwerkingsessionIwent

backandsatdown...

Carl:Sureyoudon'twantaprivatesession?

Me:I'm good

Carl:Justchecking

Wealllaughed..

Carl:Theshowhasstarted,I'llfocusthecamera



towheretheactionistakingplace

HegotupandIlookedatthescreen.Itwas

focusedatthebar,IsawTpeeandNissi.Igot

upandmovedcloser,unfortunatelyIcouldn't

hearwhattheyweresaying.Carlmoveditto

wherethestagewherethestripperswere

twerking..Iwentandputtheglassonthesmall

table..

Me:GentsI'llbeback

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Idecidedtotalktotheonlypersonthatisclose

toTpee.TheonlyPersonthatcanadviceme

betteronthissituation,hisMother

Sheeda:Iam sosorryforwhatyougoing

through,youshouldn'tbegoingthroughallof

thataloneandthendealwiththepregnancy



alone

Me:I'm reallytryingwithhim butTshepiis

impossible.He'snotdifficulthe'simpossible

Sheeda:Iknowandjustbecausehe'smySon

thatdoesn'tmeanI'm goingtodefendhim.He's

treatingyoureallybadandyoushouldn't

tolerateit,youareayoungbeautifulgirl.Love

doesn'thurt,itshouldn'thurt

Me:Itrulylovehim,I'vealwayslovedhim.I

don'tknowwhyhekeepsontreatingmelike

this.Idon'tknowifIcanlivewithoutyou

Sheeda:Youcanlivewithouthim,youjustdon't

wanttoo.Yourlifedoesn'tcirclearoundhim

Iwipedmytears..

Sheeda:I'lltalktohim howaboutthat?

Me:ThankyouverymuchIappreciatethatalot

Sheeda:It'sokayjustdon'tletitstressyouthat

much,youhavealotonyourplaterightnow



Me:I'lltrynottoo

Sheeda:OkayI'llcallyoutomorrowmorning,try

togetsomesleep

Me:Thankyou

NISSI

Thestaringcontestcametoandendwhen

Khayamadehiswaytous..

Me:Hey

Khaya:Ntokazi

HestoodnexttoTpee..

Khaya:Beenwaitingfortheice

IlookedatTpee..

Me:Igotalittledistract

Khaya:Icanseethat,thoughImadeitclearthat



you'llbeservingusupstairssoyoudon'thave

topartakeninanythingthathappensaround

here

Me:Thankyouformakingthatclear

Tpeechuckled..

Tpee:I'm goingoutforfreshair

Hewalkedaway..

Khaya:Sowhataboutthatice?

Me:Comingrightup

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

Ihadtomakethatcalloutsideinmycarthen

cryitalloutbeforegoingbacktothehouse.I

didn'twantmyrelativesseeingmebreaking

down,didn'twanttogivethem thatsatisfaction.

JustwhenIwasabouttogetoutofthecar,I



receivedacallfrom Tpee..

Me:Hello?

Tpee:What'swiththatcrapmessageyousent

me?

Iexhaledindefeat..

Tpee:Youwenthometomournandburyyour

parentssowhyareyouincludingmeinthat

nonsense?Whyareyoumakingitmybusiness?

TheyyourParentsnotmine!Don'tinvolvemein

yourmess

Ibitmylowerlip..

Tpee:Peopledieallthetime,suckitupand

learntolivewithit!Younotthefirstperson

whoseParentsdiedandyouwon'tbethelast!

YounotakidLuciasuchthingshappen,they

weregoingtodieeventuallyorwhatdidyou

thinkthattheyweregoingtoliveforever?

Me:Youknowwhat,I'm sorrythatIsentyou



thatmessagejustforgetaboutit

Tpee:I'm definitelygoingtoforgetaboutitand

pretendasiflikeyoudidn'tsendit.Cryallyou

wantthereandcomebackinasoberstate,the

lastthingIwantistohaveagirlfriendthat's

goingtobesobbing24/7,ifwegoingtohave

thatproblem thenhowaboutyoudon'tcome

backatall?

Me:YouknowwhatIcan'tdothiswithyouright

now!

Ihungup..

Tearsjuststartedstreamingdown...

Tpeeisanass,buthehasneverbeenthismuch

ofanasstome..Myphonebeeped,itwasa

messagefrom him..

"Thenexttimeyouhanguponme,I'llcome

downthereandruineverything.Trustmethere

won'tbenodamnfuneral"



NISSI

Khayadidn'twantmetoleavewhenIwentup

withhim.Iwassittingonhislapandwewereall

enjoyingthetwerkingshow..

IthoughtMenwereweak,theseMenseemedto

bekeepingtheircool.Ididn'tseeanyvisible

bonersatall..

Everyonedownstairsmadealotofnoisewhen

Kittywalkeduponstage,shewasthatmuch

loved..

Tpeeopenedthedoorandwalkedin,hepaused

alittlewhenhesawme.Hethenclosedthe

doorandwalkedovertositdown.

Thismomentfrom mysidebecame



intimidating..

Khaya:Wemissedyouforamoment

Tpee:Yeahwasoutmakingacall

HiseyesfellonmeandIlookedatthescreen.

InbetweenIwouldlookathim,heseemed

boredsomuchthathetookhisphoneoutand

wasbusywithit.ItwasworsewhenKhaya

movedhishandandplaceditonmythigh..

Khayawhisperedinmyear..

Khaya:Areyoucomfortable?

Me:YesIam

HegentlybitmyneckandIchuckled..

Me:Stopit

IlookedatTpeeandhelookedatmetoo,I

movedmyeyesbackonthescreen.Thiswas

goingtobealongnight..

.



Tobecontinued
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NISSI

ThenightwasveryfunIdon'twannalie.Iended

updrinkingafew,that'showmuchIwas

enjoyingmyself..

IhadexcusedmyselftoanswerBuli'scall.Iwas

inthestorage,itwasn'tfarfrom thesuite..

Me:Buli

Buli:It's01:00am,whenareyouknockingoff?



Me:Idon'tknowit'scrazyouthere

Buli:AreyougoingtosleepatKhaya'splaceor

he'sgoingtobringyouback?

Me:Ihavenoidea,allIknowisthatI'm drunk

anddizzy

Buli:NowI'm veryworried,shouldIgetyou?

Me:Noit'sokayI'lljustdrinkwater

Buli:PleasedothatI'llcallyouagainlater

Me:Okaynoproblem thankyou

Buli:Bye

Ihungupandleanedagainstthewall,myhead

wasbuzzing..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

IlookedatKhayaasthestripperwassitting

ontopofhim,hewaswhisperingsweet



nothingstoher.Hishandwasonhisthighs.

Iam noSaintbutIhaveneverdisrespected

Lucialikethat,ImeanNissiisworking

downstairsshecouldcomeinhereanytime.If

yougoingtocheatonyourgirl,atleastmake

surethatyoudon'tdoitinherpresence.Or

whenshe'saround..

Carlleanedovertome..

Carl:Don'tdothat

Me:Dowhat?

Carl:ThinkIhaven'tnoticedthestolenglances

betweenyouandKhaya'sgirlfriendthewhole

night?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Carl:ComeonTpee...Youcan'tbullshitme

Me:YeahwhateverI'm goingoutforasmoke

Carl:Youdon'tsmoke



Me:Notuntiltoday

Heshookhishead..

LUCIA(TPEE'SGIRLFRIEND)

ItriedtosleepbuteachtimewhenIlaiddown

onmysideIwouldgetthissharppainacross

myheart.Iwasstrugglingtobreath,alotwas

justhappeningtome.Itookamixofmy

Mother'spillsthatsheusedtotakewhenshe

wasstillaliveandmademywaytothe

bathroom.Everyoneelsewassleeping,the

housewasveryquiet..Ilockedthedoorandsat

onthetoiletseat,IsentTpeeamessagefirst:

"IjustwantedtosayGoodbye.Youwillnever

hearmebotheringyoueveragain.KnowthatI

trulylovedyou,whatyousaidtomecutthrough



deeperthananything.IthinkmybabyandIwe

willbeinabetterplace"

Iclosedmyeyesandtearsstreameddown.It

wasalotofpillsthatIwasdeterminedtodrink,

thepillswerefordifferentailments.

NISSI

Thedoorwokemeupwhenitopened.Iopened

myeyestoseewhoitwas,anditwasTpee.I

sighed..

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoorbehindhim

Heleanedagainstit..

Tpee:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm finejustabitwasted

Tpee:Isawhowhardyouweregoingonthat



alcoholandIlookedaway

Ichuckled..

Tpee:You'llbefine,justdrinkwaterandpain

killersthengetrest

Me:I'lldothat..Ishouldgetbacktowork

Tpee:YaaIthinkyoudoneforthenight

Me:Unfortunatelyyounotmyboss

Tpee:IfKhayacaresforyouthenhewon'tlet

youwokeinthisstate

Me:Khayacares

Tpee:Hedoesalright

Me:Doyouhavesomethingtosay?

Tpee:No..Nothing

Islowlygotup,IstaggeredaroundabitasI

triedtowalk...Imovedbackandleanedagainst

thewall

Tpee:Yougoingtobefine?



Me:Idon'tknow

Tpee:ComeI'lldriveyouhome

Me:Idon'tthinksoKhayawilldrivemehome

Tpee:Khayaisoccupiedrightnowbyastripper

Ilookedathim..

Me:What?

Tpee:WhydoyouthinkIrestrainedyoufrom

goinginthereholdingthebucketofice

Me:Ican'tbelievethis

Itriedtomaintainmybalanceandwalkedtothe

door..

Tpee:Yougoingtoconfronthim?

Me:OfcourseIam goingtoconfronthim

Tpee:Idon'tthinkso

Me:Excuseme?

Tpee:Youwon'tdothat



Me:Andwhynot?

Tpee:BecauseaguylikeKhayawillalwaysdo

that,getusedtoit!

Me:Andyouknowhim?

Tpee:Iknowguyslikehim becauseIam one

Me:GotohellTpeeandpleasemoveaway

from thedoor

Tpee:Younotgoingtogooutthereandmakea

foolofyourself

Me:Soyougoingtoholdmehostage?

Tpee:IwillifIhavetoo

Ilookedathim andhelookedatme..

Me:Getoutofmyway!

Itouchedthedoorknobandthenhewrapped

hisarmsaroundmywaist,withoutanywarning

hepickedmeupandwenttoplacemeontopof

thesmalltablethatwasthere..



Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Tpee:Youwon'tgooutthereandmakeafoolof

yourself!

Me:Whyareyoumeddlinginmyrelationship

affairs?

Tpee:I'm notmeddlingI'm justsavingyoufrom

embarrassingyourself,thetypeof

embarrassmentthatyouwon'trecoverfrom

becausehe'sgoingtoswitchyouoffand

protecther..SocanItakeyouhome?

Isighed..

Tpee:Yes?No?

Me:Stepbackandgivemesomespaceto

gathermythoughts,youstandingwaytooclose

Tpee:Ican'tmoveawayyougoingtogetdown

andwalkout

Me:Stepaway

Tpee:No..IfwewalkoutofhereI'm takingyou



home,that'stheonlyoption

Iputmyhandonhischestandtriedtopush

him away..

Me:Stepbackplease

Tpee:No

Itriedtopushhim buthedidn'tbarge..Instead

hemovedcloserandgotinbetweenmylegs..

Me:Stepback

Tpee:Nowhatareyouafraidof?

Me:I'm notafraidofanythingyouarejust

crowdingmeIcan'tbreath

Tpee:Imakeyounervous?

Me:Rightnowyes

Heleanedcloser..

Tpee:EvenwhenI'm thisclose?

Me:Tpeestopit



Hesqueezedmycheekswithhishand..

Tpee:Lookatme

Ilookedathim..

Hekissedmewithhishandstillsqueezingmy

cheeks.Icouldn'tturnmyheadfrom histight

grasp..Afterperkingmylipsheletgo

Me:Idon'twannadothis..Iam inarelationship

withyourcousin

Tpee:Youhaveneverhadaonenightstand

before?

Me:No

Tpee:Usuallyyoudon'ttellanyoneaboutit

Me:Idon'twannadoit

HetriedtokissmeagainbutIturnedmyhead

andthekisslandedonmycheek..

Tpee:Stopdoingthat

Myheartwasbeatingheavynow.



Tpee:It'sjustgoingtobethefirstandlastone

nightstand

Me:Idon'tdosuchthings

Tpee:There'salwaysafirsttimeforeverything

Ilookedathim,thenhekissedmeagain..

Tpee:Justthisonce

KHAYA

Thestrippershadleft,itwasjustmeandthe

guysnowinthesuite..

Me:WheredidTpeedisappeartoo?

Carl:Hewentoutforasmoke

Me:Sincewhendoeshesmoke?

Carl:Apparentlyhestartedtonight

Me:Tpee



Carl:YeahTpee

Ilookedatthescreen,Thembawasworking

aloneatthebar.Ithoughtforawhile.Igotup

andwenttocheckthecigars..

Me:CarlhowmanyCigarsdidwesmoke

tonight?

Carl:5

Icounted..

Me:Ihad10cigars.Ifwesmoked5thenone

shouldbemissing,butI'm counting5.Sono

cigarismissing..Tpeedidn'tgooutforasmoke

Iwentstraighttomysafeandtookoutmygun..

Carl:Okaylet'snotoverreact

Me:Tpeeismissing,Nissiisnotabarshe

wouldn'tleavewithouttellingmebecauseI'm

herridehomesotellmeagainnottooverreact

Carl:Let'strytobecalm



Me:YouthinkIdidn'tnoticethathewas

checkingmygirloutallnight?

Carl:Fineyoudon'ttrustTpeebutyouknow

yourgirl

Me:RightnowIdon'tthinkthatIknowher

Iwalkeduptothedoor..

Carl:DammitKhayacalm thefuckdown!

NISSI

Hishandwasdeepinmypanties,rubbingmy

clitandmovingdowntorubtheentranceofmy

vaginawithhistwofingers.Hislipswereglued

onmynipple,withhistonguerollingaroundmy

nippleandsuckingit.

Iwassoakingwet,Ihadallinmetosaynobut

howIwasfeelingrightnow.Iwantedtodothis

withhim,ifIstophim now.Mycoochiemight



complainthewholenight.

Hestoppedandthenremovedmypantiesthat

werewet,hedidthemostunexpectedandput

them inthepocketofhisjeans.

Tpee:I'm keepingthem forthetimebeing,ifyou

wannaupandleavedosobutyouwillexplain

toKhayawhyyounotwearinganypanties.If

youagreetothis,theywillbereturnedbackto

you

Islowlynodded.Heheldmylegsapartandthen

heplacedthem onthetable.Hetookoffmy

dress,hetookoffhisjeansandIcouldseehis

erectionfightingofftoberelievedfrom the

briefs.Hiscockwasliterallyfillinguphisbriefs.

Hetookoffhist-shirtandfinallytookoffhis

briefs,lettingMrbreath.

Apartofmedidthinkhewasgifteddownthere

andmyexpectationsweren'tshortlivedbutat



thesametimefearcamethroughbecauseI've

onlysleptwithoneguyinmylifeandLindo

wasn'tthisbig.Ihaven'tevensleptwithKhaya

yet,sotakingallofthis,allofhim Ihopehe

won'tdamagemeovernightforthenextguy.

FannyandIusedtotalkalotaboutsexand

whatnot,shetoldmethataguywithabigdick

sexcanbeunbearableifhedoesn'tuseitright.

I'm hopingTpeewon'tbeastatisticofthose

men.Idon'twannagooninlifehatingsex.

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI



Afterrubbingthetipofhisdickagainstclit,he

slowlymoveditdownandpressedinsidemy

wethole.AshepressedinIflinched,pain

surgedthroughmywholeentirebody.Ifelt

myselfstretchingtoaccommodate,hewas

pressingingentlybutitwasstillpainful.When

hecontinued,Iputmyhandonhisabsandtried

topushhim back.Hegavemeadeathstare,I

removedmyhand..

ToavoidthepaintakingovercompletelyI

startedrubbingmyclitashepressedindeeper..

Me:Awwww(whispering)

Seeingmyselfaccommodatinghim likethat,it

mademechangeperspectiveaboutavagina.

Thatthingcanindeedstretch.

Whenhewashalfwayinthat'swhenhestarted

pumpinginandoutslowly,holdingthepartof

hisdickthatwasn'tinside..

Tpee:Ohhhhhhfuck(whispering)



Withmerubbingmyselfitmadeitlesspainful.

Hisdickwasatmymercy,themercyofmy

coochieandhewasenjoyingthetightgripthat

itprovidedaroundhisdick.Hetriedtocompose

himselfbuthecouldn't,witheverystrokethe

wethisdickbecame...

KHAYA

WegotattheparkinglotandIlookedaround,

hiscarwasherebuthewasnowheretobe

found..

Carl:Ithinkyouoverreacting,Tpeewouldn't

messwithyourgirlfriend.HeisawareoftheBro

code

Me:IknowTpeeandthewaythatIknowhim I

knowhe'sfuckingher!

Carl:That'sridiculous!



Iturnedaroundlookingathim withthegunin

myhand..

Carl:Calm thefuckdownbeforeyouhurt

someone

Me:I'm nothurtingsomeoneI'm goingtokill

someone!

Iwalkedaroundtheparkinglotcheckingfor

them,itwasdarkandquiet.Theonlypeople

whowerehere,weredrivingofforpassedoutin

theircarsdrunk.

Me:I'm puttingtheclubonlockdown

Carl:Youcan'tdothat!

Me:Icanbecausethisismyfuckenclub!

Carl:Youwannaputtheclubonlockdown

becauseofyourparanoia,youreallywannalose

money?Let'ssayTpeeandNissiaren'teven

together,areyoupreparedtolosemoney

becauseofastupidact?



Imademywaybackintotheclub..

Carl:Andputyourgunawayyougoingtoscare

people!

NISSI

Thepacehadincreasednow,from gentle

strokestoliterallyfuckingmycoochieup.

ThisisthefirsttimethatI'vescreamedloud

whilsthavingsex..Ihadmyhandsonhishis

waist,hehadonehadatthebackofmyneck

pullingmecloserforadirtykisswhichmade

hisdickgofardeepin.Abreathescapedmy

lips...

Me:Ohhhhhhmyword!

Tpee:FuuuuckNissi(whispering)

Hemovedmyhandfrom thebackofmyhead

andheldbothmylegsandIlaidbackonthe



table,withmyhandslaidonthetablefor

balanceaswecontinued..

KHAYA

Iwenttothesecurityroom..

Me:Ineedaccesstoalltherestrooms

Security:IseverythingokaySir?

Me:Everythingisnotokayfuckenmoveover!

HemovedoverandIstartedcheckingallthe

restrooms.Carlmovedcloser..

Carl:Anything?

Me:Notadamnthing

Carl:I'm sureTpeeisbackatthesuitebynow,

I'llgoandcheckhim out

Me:Tellhim tofuckenrun,soIdon'tgettohim



Carl:YeahwhateverMan

NISSI

Afterthatintensemomentoffucking,Icouldn't

feelhim insideofmeanymore.Iwasnumband

Iwantedhim tofinish..

Tookhim awhilebeforehecame,deepinside

ofme.Hepausedforafewsecondsafter

coming.Thenheremovedhisdick,heparted

mylabiawithbothhisthumbsandIfound

myselfexcretingwhatheburieddeepinsideof

me..

Tpee:Lookatthat

Iwassodrainedandthealcoholwasn't

completelyoutofmysystem.Ineededtorest,

thekindofrestthatshouldn'tbedisturbed.His



phonerang,hetookhisjeansandgotitout.He

answered..

Tpee:Carl?

Helookedatme..

Tpee:Areyousure?..Okaycoolman

Hehungup..

Tpee:Yourboyfriendislookingforyouandhe's

furious

Hestartedgettingdressed..

Tpee:There'sshowersinthestaffrestroom I

needyoutogoandtakeaquickshower,come

backhereandpassout..

Afterdressinguphegavememyunderwear.

Hekissedme..

Tpee:I'llcallyou

Me:What?Ithoughtthiswasaonceofthing

Tpee:Youarenotaonceoffthing,I'llcallyou



Afterdressinguphewentout..

KHAYA

Me:Thisisuseless!

Igotup..

Security:Maybeifyoutellmewhatyoulooking

forIcanhelp

Me:It'snothing!

Iwalkedtothedoor,thenIstopped.Iturned

backandwalkedback..

Me:Thestoreroom..Checkthestoreroom

Hecheckedthestoreroom,itwasempty.

Security:There'snoonethere

Me:Icanseethat



TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Iopenedthedoorandwenttositonthecouch,

onlyCarlwasleftinthesuite.Helookedatme

asIsatdown..

Carl:Wasitworthit?

Me:What?

Carl:Whatyoudid,wasitworthit?

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Carl:YouknowexactlywhatI'm talkingabout

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Carl:Khayaisfuming

Me:Forwhatexactly?

Carl:Forfuckinghisgirl

Me:IwasonthephonewithLuciaIhaveno

ideawhatyoutalkingabout



Carl:Ijusthopeyouknowwhatyoudoing

NISSI

Thewaterrandownmybody.Onceuponatime

guysfoundmelessattractive,nowIhavetwo

hotandrichguysaftermyass.

It'samazinghowlifeis,youcan'tpredictwhat's

goingtohappentomorrow.ImeanIjusthad

sexwiththeinfamousTpee,Me,Nissithegirl

whowentthroughlifestrugglingtoevenafford

topayforahairstylethatcostsR200.Letalone

clothes.

Ifoundmyselfinvoluntarysmiling..

.

Tobecontinued
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TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Khayawalkedin,Iwasfeelingexhausted

already.AllIwantedwastodrivebackhome

andrest.Khayawalkedin,hehadhisguninhis

hand..

Khaya:Wherethefuckhaveyoubeen?

Me:What?

Khaya:Youdisappearedforawhile

Me:WhatIdoinmyfuckentimehasnothingto

dowithyou,butsinceyouarepersistentin

knowingwhat'shappeninginmylife.Iwentout

tocallmygirlfriendLucia

Helookedatmeforawhile..



Me:Isthisfuckenthingdone?SoIcanfucken

gohome!It's02:00am

Khaya:Thefuckenstripshowendsat4am

Me:Ismypresencethatimportant?

Khaya:Youfuckedup!

Me:What'syourfuckenproblem man?

Carl:Guyscomeon

Hewalkedovertoputhisgunbackinthesafe..

NISSI

AftershoweringIwaitedforatleast15minto

pass.Mycoochiewaspainful.Verypainfulthat

mywalkgaveitaway.Mytightunderwear

suddenlyfeltuncomfortable,ifitwasuptomeI

wouldtakeitoff.Iwentdownstairstothebarto

have2shotsatleastsomywastedstorycan



makesense.ThenIwasdone,Iwentbackto

thesuite..

Itwasonly3ofthem remaining,Iwasholding

myheelsandforcedmyselftostagerarounda

little..

Khaya:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Isatnexttohim..

Me:Ihadpassedoutintheshowers,Iwentto

peeandthenIpassedoutthere

IstoleaglanceatTpee,hewasbusyonhis

phone...

Khaya:Icheckedalltherestrooms

Me:Staffrestroom

Khaya:Don'tdisappearlikethatonmeever

again

Me:Ipromise



Hisphonevibrated.Hetookitout..

Khaya:Ihavetotakethis

Hegotupandwalkedout..

Carl:I'm alsothinkingofleaving

Tpee:Metoo

Carlgotup..

Tpee:I'm coming

Carlwalkedout..

Tpeelookedatme..

Tpee:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine

Hegotupandmadehiswaytome,hesatnext

tome..

Me:Pleaseleave,Khayamightbeback

Heputhishandonmychinandmademeto

lookathim.Hekissedmeandforcedhishand



inbetweenmythighs..

Me:ThobakgalePlease

Heplacedhisfingersonmyhole..Ithurt

Me:Awww(whispering)

Heforcedthem inandIheldhisarm..

Me:Youhurtingme

Tpee:Thendon'tsleepwithhim tonight

Me:Huh?

Tpee:Ifyousleepwithhim,hewillnoticehow

muchinpainyouare

Me:Understood

Hekissedmeforthelasttimeandgotup..

Tpee:Goodnight

Me:Night

Hewalkedaway..



Khayacamebackafterafewminutes..

Khaya:Whereiseveryone?

Me:Theyjustleft

Khaya:Okay

Me:CanIknockoffalready?Idon'tfeelgoodI

dranktoomuch

Khaya:Ithoughtweweregoingtoleave

togetherandgotomyplace

Me:Ireallydon'tfeelwell,I'm notmuchofa

drinkersoeverytimewhenIdrinkitmakesme

sick

Khaya:Isee

Me:I'llgetanUber

Khaya:I'llwalkyouout

Me:Thankyou,I'llgogetmythings

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



IbumpedintosomeonethatIknow,thisother

guyIwenttoschoolwith..

Carlleft,asIremainedbehind..

Him:Forhowlongasitbeen?

Me:It'sbeenlongManhowareyou?

Him:I'm good..Can'tcomplain

Me:I'vebeengoodtoo

Him:Whatisitthatyoudonow?

Me:Aghnotmuchmanandyou?

Him:Realestate,I'm inrealestate

Me:Damnyoumakingmoney

Him:That'strue

IsawKhayaandNissiwalkingtodoor..

Him:Butwhatdoyouneedtoworkfor?Imean

yourFatherisTshepisoThobakgale



Me:Yeahyoucansaythat

Him:AreyouMar-

Me:IhavetogoMan,itwasniceseeingyou

Him:Youtoo

Igotupandwalkedtotheexit..

NISSI

Khayalookedatthetime..

Me:Itwillbehere

Khaya:Ithoughtitwasnearby

Me:I'm sureit'sonhisway

Khaya:Ya

Hehuggedandkissedme..

Khaya:I'llcallyouwhenyougethome,don'tfret

standingalonethesecurityisguardingyou



Me:Iwon't

Khaya:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Khaya:Havetogetbackinsidetoforseethings

Me:OkayBabe

Heleftmeandwentbackinside..

WaitingfortheUberwastakingtime,somuch

timethatThobakgalewalkeduptome

Tpee:WaitingforanUber?

Me:Yes

Tpee:Letmedriveyouhome

Me:Youwilldrivemestraighthomeright?

Tpee:Yes

Me:Okay

Tpee:Let'sgotomycar



Hetookmyheelsfrom meandmybag,thenwe

walkedtohiscar.

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Ithoughtthedrivewastakingmestraighthome

butwedroveuptohishome.Inmylifeofliving

I'veneverseenanythinglikethisbefore.This

housewasinsanelybigandbeautiful.Itwasthe

onlyhouseinthearea,aprivateestate.Like

theyoccupiedaportionofalandthatcould

harbouratleast10houses.Itwasthatbig.



IknewtheThobakgaleswererich,Ijustdidn't

knowtheywerethisrich.

Me:Thishouseisinsane..Wow!

Tpee:Yeahwelcometomyhome

Me:Howmanyofyoulivehere?

Tpee:JustmeandmyParents

Me:Doyouguysseeeachothereveryday?

Tpee:Don'tbestupid,ofcourseweseeeach

othereveryday..Let'sgo

Ifollowedhim upstairs..

Ican'tevenbegintodescribehisroom.

Itwasbeautifulandbig..

Tpee:Thisismyroom

Me:It'sbeautiful

Tpee:YeahIknow



Me:Mostpeoplewouldsaythankyou

Tpee:Iam notmostpeople

Me:I'vecometorealizethat

Tpee:Idon'tknowthenbutmakeyourselfat

home

Me:Thankyou..Won'tyourparentshavea

problem withmebeinghere?

Tpee:I'm not12Nissi,plustheynotaround.

They'llbecomingbackMondayintheafternoon

Me:Isee..CanItakeabath?Istillfeelunclean

withtheshowerItookbackattheclub

Tpee:Yeahyoucantakeashower

Me:Thankyou

KHAYA

Imademywayoutside,theUberdriverwas



waitingtherebyhiscar..

Me:Goodevening

Him:Evening..IbelieveyourequestedanUber

Me:YesIrequestedanUberformygirlfriend

shewassupposedtobestandinghere

Him:Wellthere'snoone

ItookoutR200andgaveittotheUberdriver.

Me:I'm sorryaboutthat

Him:It'sokay..Haveagoodnight

Me:Youtoo

Iwalkeduptothesecurityguardwhowasstill

standingatthedoor..

Me:Tellmesomething,theladyIwalkedout

with.Whowasstandingthere,wheredidshe

disappeartoo?

Security:Sheleftwithsomeguywhohad



dreadlocks

Me:OhwIsee..Thankyou

Security:Youwelcome

Iwalkedbackin..

NISSI

Itdidn'ttakehim longbeforehewasalloverme

again.Iwasjustfrom theshower,smellinglike

anoceanfrom hisshowergel.WhenIwalked

intothebedroom,hepickedmeupandlaidme

onthebed.Hehadmylegshighupoverhis

shouldersandmuffingme.Histonguewas

soothingonmyachingcoochie,Ifelthornyall

overagain.Hishandswereunderneath

squeezingmyassfordearlife.Ihadmine

rubbingonmynipples..

Itfeltreallygood,Ididn'twantthismomentto



end..

KHAYA

IcalledNissi,herphoneranguntilittookme

straighttovoicemail.IcalledTpee,hedidn't

picktoo.ThisisthevalidationIneeded,only

hellandheavenknowsexactlywhattheydoing.

IcalledBuli,Iwaspumpedalready

Buli:Khaya

Me:HeydidNissigethomesafe?

Buli:Whatdoyoumean?She'shomealready?

Didn'thearhercomingin

Me:Isit?

Buli:YesmaybeshegotinandIdidn'thearher

comingin

Me:Isee..Thankyouverymuch



Buli:Youwelcome

Me:Byeandsorryfordisturbingyou

Buli:Noit'sokay

Ihungupandslammedmyphoneagainstthe

table..

NISSI

didn'ttakehim thatlongforhim tobedeep

insideofme,thistimearoundIwaslayingon

mystomach.Hesqueezedandspankedmyass

ashepumpedmefordearlife.Itwasbothnice

andpainfulatthesametime.Iwantedhim to

stop,butIdidn'twanthim tostop.Hemoved

hishandsfrom myassandplacedthem onmy

waistthensqueezedmywaitsdownlockingme

infrom moving.

Hismoansandhisgroaningwasgettinglouder



witheachstroke,Ihaveneverbeenfuckedlike

thisbefore.Weweren'tmakinglove,Iwas

seriouslybeingfuckedandIlikedit..Definitely

Tpeeknowshowtousehisbigdickandhave

youcomingbackformore..

Wechangedpositions.Helaidonhisbackand

requestedmetolieontopofhim butwithmy

backagainsthim.Hepartedmylegsandthen

insertedhimselfinfrom underneath.I'm even

surprisedthathewasabletoinserthimselfin,

withthisposition.

Heputhishandsonmywaistagainandlifted

meupalittletopumpmefrom underneath.I

wetmyfingersandstartedtorubmyclit.He

movedonehanduptomassageandplaywith

mynipple.HekissedmeonmyneckandthenI

heardhim moaningrightonmyear.Thatturned

meonreallybad,Idon'tknowwhybuthearing

him thatvulnerableatthemercyofmycoochie



mademorewet.Itturnedmeonrealbad.

Tpee:Ohhhhhhthisisgood...Yourpussyis

gooood!!

Thepleasuremaskedallthepain,withme

gettingmorewetitgotmorenicer..

Whenhewaspumpingharderhisdickslipped

outfrom allthejuicesthatIwasproducing.He

grabbeditandtappeditagainstmyclitafew

timestryingtocatchhisbreath...Hekissedme

onmyneckagain

Tpee:Howbaddoyouwantit?

Me:Iwantitverybad

Hetappedmyclitmoreharder..

Tpee:Youwantitbad?

Me:Iwantitbad

Tpee:Showmehowbadyouwantit



Iloweredmyhandandremovedhis,Ihadagrip

onitandstartedtogivehim ahandjob.He

movedhishandsupandsqueezedmybreasts..

Me:Pleasefuckme

Heloweredhisotherhandandinsertedtwoof

hisfingersdeepinsideofme..

Me:Awwwww!!!

Hemovedtheotherdowntoplaywithmyclitas

hefingerfuckedme.Iincreasedthepaceofthe

handjobasheincreasedthepaceofhowhe

wasfingerfuckingme..

Me:AhhhhhhThobakgale

Tpee:Ohhfuckyousowet

Imovedhishandfrom deepwithinmeand

insertedhisdickinsideofme..

Tpee:Ahhhhhhfuck!Fuckyes!!!

Heheldmywaistonceagainandliftedmeup

thenhefuckedmefrom underneath.



KHAYA

ThestressofTpeefuckingmygirlmademeto

requestKittytocometothesuite.

Ineededtooffloadmystressonapussybefore

Igoonakillingspree.Iwassittingbackonthe

couch,shewaskneelingdownwithmycockin

hermouth.Imovedthewigfrom herfacesoI

couldseehertakingitallin.Shedeepthroaton

mydick,thenshetookitoutandgavemea

handjobspittingonit

Igrabbedherweavetight,Iwasluckyitdidn't

comeoffandImadehertotakeitallin..

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Iwokeupthefollowingmorning,Thobekgale

wasnotsleepingnexttome.Iyawnedand

rubbedmyeyes.Iwasstillinpain,andIwas

stillfeelingsleepy.Wesleptlatelastnight,just

havingsexeverychancewegot.Hewentonas

iflikehewassexuallystarvedformonths.

Thoughheknowshowgiveawomanadick,

makesyoukeepcomingformore.Painmixed

withpleasure,thatjustmakesyouloseyour

mind..

Iwalkedtothebathroom,brushedmyteethand

washedmyface.Iworehist-shirtwithoutany

underwearandbra..

Imademywaydownstairs,Isawhim atthe

kitchennexttothestove.Hewasonlyinhis



briefsandsleepers.Playingmusicandrapping

alongtothesong..

"Slim shadyhotterthanasetoftwinbabies

InaMercedesBenzwiththewindowsup

Andthetempgoesuptothemid80's

Callingmenladies

SorryDocbutIbeencrazy

Thereisnowaythatyoucansaveme

It'sOKgowithhim Hailie(Dadda?)"

Iwalkeduptohim,hewaspreparingbreakfast.

That'ssounlikehim,he'stooarrogantforthis

actIswear..

Me:Goodmorning



Tpee:Goodmorning

Me:Howareyou?

Tpee:I'm good,howdidyousleep?

Me:Isleptgood

Tpee:Prepartwoplates

Me:Okaywherearetheplates?

Tpee:Upthere

Me:Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletoreach

Hestoppedwhathewasdoingandcameto

standbehindme.HegotcloserthatIfelthis

dickrightonmyass.Helifteduphisarm and

gottheplates.Itookthem from him andlaid

them onthekitchencounter.Heputhisarm

aroundmyneckgentlyandleftawetkissonmy

cheek..

Me:Sowhatareweeating?

Tpee:YoueatingbreakfastandI'm eatingyou



Ichuckled..

Me:Stopit

Tpee:Justmyownrecipe

Me:I'm scaredalready

Tpee:Stoptripping

Me:Ineedamorningafterpill

Tpee:Why?

Me:Wehadunprotectedsexremember?

Tpee:Thenyougonnaneedalotofthem

becauseIain'tusingacondom ever

Me:Whosaidthisisgoinghappenagain?

Hetightenedhisgriparoundmyneck..

Me:Stopit,that'stootight

Tpee:That'sthepoint

Me:Stopit!

Heletgoandmovedbacktothestove..



KHAYA

Icouldn'tgetaholdofNissisincefrom last

night,sothismorningIstoppedatBuliplaceto

askwheresheis..

Buli:Heycomein

Imademywayin..

Buli:Howareyou?

Shegavemeahug..

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Buli:I'm good

Iputmykeysonthecounter..

Me:Kantiikuphilentombazana?(whereisNissi)

Buli:Ithoughthewaswithyou

Me:She'snotwithme,IcalledherandUberthat



shedidn'tevenridein

Buli:That'sstrange,shedidn'tshowuphere

Me:Yousaidshewasagoodgirl

Buli:Sheisagoodgirl,Idon'tknowwhat's

goingon

Me:Toldmeshe'sonlybeenwithoneguywho

brokeherheart

Buli:AlkaItoldyouwastrueKhaya

Islappedheracrosstheface..

Me:There'snothinginnocentaboutthisgirl!

She'ssleepingwithmycousin

Buli:What?

Me:Ipaidyou50kforher,Iwantedawell

behavedgirl.Agirlwhowon'tbefuckedbyme

andtherestoftheworld

Buli:Obviouslythere'sabigmisunderstanding

withregardstothissituation



Me:Callherintoorderorelseshe'sdead,and

youdead!

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

IwentupstairstotakeashowerNissiwas

eatingbreakfastdownstairs.JustwhenIgotin,

Iheardmyphoneringing.Iwenttogetit,Ididn't

recognizethisnumber..

Me:Hello?

Voice:HelloisthisTshepiso?

Me:Whoisasking?

Voice:ThisisLondi,Lucia'scousin

Me:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Londi:Wantedtoletyouknowthatmycousinis

nomore

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Londi:Shecommittedsuicidelastnight,we

foundheronthefloorinthebathroom.When

wecalledtheambulanceitwasalreadytoolate,

shedrankalotofpills.Justwantedtoletyou

know

Ithrewmyphoneonthebed..

Me:FuckLucia!!.

Ifshepassedonthatmeansmybabyisalsono

more..

NISSI

Icouldgetusedtolivinglikethis.Icouldget

usedtothislife.WhenIhadfinishedeating,I

stoodupthentookmyplatetothesinkwhen

Tpeewalkeddownstairs..

Me:Ithoughtyouwereshowering?

Hemadehiswaytomewithoutsaying



anything..

Me:What'swrong?

Icouldseethathismoodhadchanged.

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthecounter,

liftingmylegsandplacingthem onthecounter..

Me:ThobakgaleIdon'twannahavesex,I'm still

insomuchpain

Tpee:Iwon'tbelong

Me:What'swrong?Whathappened?

Tpee:Ijustwannafuckyouisthattoomuchto

ask?

Thisbehaviorwasunusual..

Hetookoffhisbriefsandthenliftedupthet-

shirtthatIwaswearing.Hisdickwasalready

hard.Withoutanywarning,heshoveditallin,

thepainthatIfeltdidn'tstopmefrom

screamingalittle..



Hewentforit,pumpingmehard.Itwaspainful,

nopleasurekickedin...

KHAYA

IdrovestraighttoTpee'splace.I'vebeentrying

him heisnotpickingup,beentryingNissiand

shewasn'tpickinguptoo..

Iwasmadashell,whathappenedtotheBro

code?Ihaveneverwentforhisgirlswhythe

fuckishegoingaftermine?Thinkingabout

whathecouldbedoingtohim mademeboil

NISSI

Icouldsettheestimationofthissessionto15



minutestops.WhenhecameIwasfinallyable

tobreath.HepulledoutandIcaughtmybreath..

Mycoochiehasbeenthroughenough,from last

nightandagainthismorning..

Tpee:Let'sgotakeashower,thenI'lltakeyou

outforshopping

Iwasdefeatedtoevensayanything..

Hepickedmeup,withhishandsbalancingon

myass.Hadmyarmsaroundhisneck,myhead

onhisshoulder,andmylegswrappedaround

him..

.
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NISSI



Ihadanoptionofdressingupinhistracksuit

butitwouldbemessedupwithheels,sincemy

outfitlastnightwasadresswithheels.SoIhad

towearthedressagain,withoutanunderwear

andhissleepers.Notmuchofanimpressing

outfitbuthey,whatcanonedoinasituation

likethis.Weweregoingouttogetfreshair.I

willbesittingdownsonoteveryoneisgoingto

seemyoutfitallthewaydowntomyfeet..

IoptedforalesserseriousrestaurantbutTpee

beinghisflashyselfhedidn'twannadoan

ordinaryrestaurant.Wewenttoarestaurant

called"TheParallaxrestaurant"

Itlookedclassy,eventhecasualwearwasn't

theonetoputyouoff.Isatdownandgazed

around,mostlywhitepeopleandtheblack

peoplehereitwasclearthattheywereloaded..



WewerebroughtMenus,Ilookedatitandgot

confusedforasecond..

Tpee:PleasestartusoffwithabottleofDe

TorenFusionV2017

Waitress:Comingrightup

Shewalkedaway.Iwentstraighttothewines.A

glassofthewineheorderedwasR1500,the

wholebottlewasR3300.Myjawwasonthe

floor,justamerewinethatwegoingtodrink

hereforthewholetimethatwegoingtobehere

costthatmuch?Andhedidn'tevenlooklike

thatamounthurthisbankbalance..

Tpee:Whereisyourmindat?

Ilookedathim.Iwouldembarrassmyselfby

goingbackandforthwithhim,withregardsto

thewinesoI'm justlettingitgo..

Me:Ijustdon'tknowwhattoeat

Tpee:Letmesee



Helookedatthemenu..

Tpee:trythefluerburger,it'stheonlydishthat

comesclosetosomethingthatyouknow

Iclosedmymenu...

Me:I'lltrythatone

Heclosedhismenu..

Me:Thankyoufortheouting

Tpee:Youdeserveit

Inodded..

Tpee:Andthere'sanotherthingthatyou

deserve

Me:Yes?

Tpee:Tobemygirlfriend

Myeyeswidened..

Tpee:Itoldyouthatyouarenottheonceoff

thing



Me:I..Idon'tknow,Imean..Iam withKhaya

Tpee:ForgetaboutKhaya!Younotevenserious

withhim

Me:Iam serious

Tpee:Ifyouwere,youwouldn'tbehere.You

wouldn'thavesleptwithmelastnight..So,stop

withthisKhayashit

Me:Khayaisyourcousin

Tpee:WenotkidsNissi,KhayaandIwecousins

yesbutyouandKhayaain'tit.Sosavehim from

aprolongedheartbreakanddumphim

Me:IfIhadtodumphim,I'lldumphim because

Iwanttoo.Notbecauseofyouandnot

definitelyforyou!

Hechuckled..

Thewaitressbroughtusthebottleofwine.



KHAYA

Iparkedatthegate,Igotoutofmycarwalked

uptothesecurity..

Security:Goodafternoon

Me:Afternoon

Security:CanIhelpyou?

Me:Iam lookingforTshepi

Security:He'snotaround,hewentout

Me:Alone?

Security:Iam notatlibertytorevealthatkindof

information

Me:Don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowMe

Security:IworkfortheThobekgalesandnotfor

you,Iansweronlytothem

Me:Tellhim Khayawashere



Security:Iwilldoso

Iwentbacktomycar..

NISSI

Wewentthroughlunchquiet,hewasbusywith

hisphone.Ihadleftminebackinthehouse

becauseitwasflat,hedoesn'thaveacharger

thatsupportsmyphone.Theburgerdidn'tlook

appetizingbutitwasdelicious.Definitelyworth

theprice..ThewinewasbitterbutIstruggled

throughitanddrank.

Tpee'sphonestartedringing.Helookedatit

andthengotupandwalkedout.Iremained

thereeatingandgazingaroundstill..

Hecamebackafterafewminutes..

Tpee:Thatwassecurity,Khayastoppedbyat



thehouse

Me:Heprobablytriedcallingmebutcouldn'tgo

throughbecausemyphoneisoff

Tpee:That'stheleastofyourworries,I'm sure

heevenknowsthatyoudidn'ttaketheUberlast

night

Me:Youenjoyingthisaren'tyou?

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Tpee:Tomeitlookslikeyouhavealotof

explainingtodo

Isighed..

Tpee:Dumptheguysaveyourselffrom drama

Me:Justeatyourfood!

Hechuckled.Ilookedathim andwonderedhow

itwouldactuallybeliketobeinarelationship

withhim.Imean,I'm justanordinarygirlthat

embracedsuchalifeinhopesthatitwillhelp

megrieve.NowthatIam actuallysinking



deeperintoit,it'sunbelievable.Thisguycould

haveanyonethathewants,he'ssittinghere

withmeandwantstobewithme.Thisistoo

goodtobetrue..

BULI

Khayacanbeabastardwhenhewants,right

nowIfearedforNissi.IcalledFenny..

Fenny:What?

Me:Goodeveningtoyoutoo

Fenny:CanIhelpyouwithsomething?

Me:IsNissithere?

Fenny:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?She's

supposedtobewithyouright?

Me:Shewentoutlastnightandnevercame

back..WantedtocallyoufirstbeforeKhaya



Fenny:Youareinsanedoyouknowthat?You

areresponsibleformysisterandnowyoulost

her?

Me:Ididn'tloseherokay?Nissiisold

Fenny:Stopsayingshe'sold!She's

inexperiencedandyoubroughtherhere,you

shouldbeguardingher!

Me:I'lltalktoyoulater

Ihungup..

.
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NISSI

AWEEKLATER



Khayaneveraskedmeaboutwhathappened

thenightIdisappeared.WhenIgotback,he

welcomedmebackwithnothingbutopenarms.

Iwasinshockreally,Iexpectedacommotion

from him andhenevergavemeonesoIwent

withtheflow.ItwasdifficultbeingwithKhaya

andalsokeepingTpeeinthepicture.Tpee

doesn'tstopcallingandit'sdifficultformeto

ignorehim,especiallyfollowingthesteamy

nightthatwesharedtogether.Ienjoyedbeing

withhim.IhopeIam notfallingforhim..AsI

waswipingthetables,Khayamadehiswayin.I

am stillworkingattheclub..

Khaya:Ntokazi

Me:Goodmorning

Khaya:Howareyoudoingthismorning?

Me:I'm doinggoodandyou?

Khaya:I'm well,can'tcomplain

Hegavemeakiss..



Khaya:Howaboutwegoawayfortheweekend?

Me:Thisweekend?

Khaya:Yes..Iwasthinkingweflydowntocape

towndoesn'thavetobeabiggatewaywewill

dothatoneanothertime

Me:I'dlikethatverymuch,thankyou

Hekissedmewhilstsqueezingmyass..

Khaya:Andalsomaybeyoucansleepoverat

myplacetonight

Me:Uhm okay,whynot

Khaya:Ithinkwehavedatedlongenoughfor

metotapthatnow

Me:OkayI'llsleepoveratyourplacetonight

Khaya:Awuzweke(that'swhatIwantedtohear)

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



Ilookedathim ashelookedatme.Carlwas

presentthistimearound..

Me:Realeseher

LocoreleasedLesediwhorantoGesh..

Carl:Smartmove

Me:Yeahwhatever

Gesh:Iappreciateyoudoingthis,insodoingI

willreturnhalfofyourshipmentbacktoyou

Halfoftheshipmentisequalsto500k.

Onehisguysbroughtthebag..

Gesh:Isoldtheotherhalf,hade

Me:Thisismoreofatruce,stayawayfrom my

territoryI'llstayawayfrom yours

Gesh:Heard!

Locotookthebagandwewalkedbacktothe

car..

Carl:Exactlywhatmadeyouchangeyourmind?



Me:Imetsomeonespecial,ifIdragthewar

withGeshhemighthaveresortedtohurting

thatspecialpersoninmylife

Carl:IsthatspecialpersonhappentobeNissi?

Me:Yes

Carl:Nissiiswithyourcousin,exactlywhatare

youtryingtodo?

Me:I'm doingnothing..Nissidoesn'tloveKhaya

Carl:Andyouknowthathow?

Me:Ijustknow

Carl:Isee

Wegotinthecar..

FANNY

Iwasvisitingmymom'shouse,mycousinlives

therewithherkids..



Me:Iwannastartrenovatingthehouse

Cuz:I'llbudgettooandseewhereIcanhelp

Me:Noit'sokay.Idon'twannaburdenyou,plus

it'smymother'shouse.I'vealwayswantedto

dothisforher

Cuz:Youareagooddaughter

Webothlaughed..

Cuz:Atleastwhenwedothecleansing

ceremonyin3monthstime,peoplewillbe

comingintoagoodlookinghouse

Me:Thankyouforagreeingtolivehere

Cuz:Don'tmentionit.Ilikelivinghere,having

myownspace.Athomeweweresuffocating.

Thewasalotofusandnotenoughspace

Me:Eitherwaythankyou,thishousecould've

beenabandonedbynow..NissiIdon'tknow

what'sgoingonwithher

Cuz:Howisshevele?She'snoteventakingmy



calls

Me:She's...She'stooconsumedbythejozi

lifestyle.Usayicabuka,fornowit'sglitzand

glamourforher.Waituntilrealitykicksin

Cuz:Howsheleftwastoosuddenstru,her

motherisnothappywheresheislaying

Me:That'strue,she'sdoingeverythingthat

Mom warnedherabout

Cuz:That'strue

Me:Myeke,she'llcomebackwhenallcrumbles

Cuz:Verytrue

NISSI

Khayarequestedformetocometohisoffice.I

wasnervous,thoughthewantedtodiscussthis

situationofmedisappearing.



Buthehaddifferentplans,hewantedtohave

sex.IfIsaidno,hewillknowthatsomethingis

wrong,soIgavein.TheonlythingIaskedfrom

him wastouseacondom andhedidn'thavea

problem withthat..Hewassittingontheoffice

chair,Iwasontopofhim.Hewasdeepinsideof

me,Ihadmyhandsonhisshoulder.Hehadhis

handsonmybutt..

Khaya'sdickwasn'tasbigasTpee'sbutitwas

notdisappointingatthesametime.Itgotthe

jobdone.Thelowpointofthiswasmeliterally

thinkingofTpeeasKhayaandIfucked.Ieven

wentasfarasclosingmyeyestoimagineTpee.

IwasprayingthatIdon'tscream outTpee's

name.Heliftedmeupabit,thechairwasn't

high.Hemademestandonmyfeetwithmy

handsstillonhisshouldersandheheldmy

waistashepumpedharder..

Me:OhhhhmywordKhaya!



Hewasalsomoaningabitlouder.Iwentmy

fingersandrubbedmyclitsoIcouldcome.

TSHEPISOTPEE

Me:Let'sstopattheclubsowecanget

somethingtodrink

Carl:Doyoureallywantsomethingtodrinkor

youjustwannaseeNissi?

Me:Wegettingadrink

Locowasinadifferentcar,hehadtogoand

dropofftheshipmentatthewarehouseand

prepareitforourclients..

Carl:NowthatyourUncleisbackdoyouwanna

continuewiththislife?

Me:Idon'tthinkso,myfatherwantshim to

comeandworkinhiscompany.Youknowhe's

beentryingtogetmetotakeoversothathe



retires

Carl:Hallelujah!Nowyoumakingsenseit'stime

youputyourdegreeintogooduse

Me:YeahI'lldothat

Carl:Good!

NISSI

Hefinallycame,Igotoffhim ashetookoffthe

condom.Iputonmyunderwearandmyheels.I

thenfixedmyself..Herolledthecondom ina

tissue,gotupandfixedhimselftoo..

Me:Ihavetogetbacktowork,Thembamustbe

wonderingwhereIdisappearedtoo

Hecametomeandkissedme..

Khaya:Thatwasgood,Ienjoyedit

Ifakedasmile..



Me:Itwas

Khaya:Youcangobacktowork,I'llseeyou

later

Me:Okay

HekissedmeagainandIwalkedout..

Iwalkedbackdownstairstocontinuewithmy

work..

Themba:Atleastyouarestillalive

Me:Yes

Themba:Didhegiveittoyougood?

Me:Thembaplease

Themba:What?Iknowyoudidn'tgotherejust

to"Talk"

Me:Whateverlet'scontinueworking

.



Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Tpeeandhiswhitefriendwalkedin,Igotscared.

Ibeenansweringbutalsododgingafewofhis

callslately.Iwatchedthem walkovertothe

table,henoticedmeoverthecounterandthen

saidsomethingtothefriend.Hewalkedupto

me,mychestclosedinonme.Iwatchedhim

steadilynearing,itwasdifficulttoreadhis

facialexpressionbecausehe'salwaysserious.

Can'ttellwhenhe'smad,can'ttellwhenhe'snot

madtoo.

Hegottothecounterandplacedbothhandson

it.Helookedatmeforawhile,Iclearedmy



throat..

Me:Hi

Tpee:Whyhaveyoubeenpickingupmycalls?

Me:Ididpickupyourcalls

Tpee:Onlyafewcalls

Me:Doyouwannaordersomething?Theusual

maybe?

Tpee:Iwannaknowwhyyounotansweringmy

calls!

Me:Tpeeplease,don'tdothis...Nothere

Tpee:Ijustwannaknowwhyyouhaven'tbeen

pickingupmycallsthat'sall

Me:Ijust...I'vebeenbusy

Tpee:Withwhat?

Me:Withwork!Withlife!

Tpee:Understandsomething,ifyouevermissa

callfrom methey'llbeconsequences



Me:Areyouthreateningme?

Tpee:NoIdon'tdothreats,I'm tellingyou!

Hetappedthecounter..

Tpee:We'llhavetheusualthankyouverymuch

Hewalkedawayandwentbacktothefriend

Iwentandtookthebottle..

KHAYA

Iwasstillinmyofficewhenmyclientcalled

Me:Hello

Him:Themoneyisready

Me:Howmuch?

Him:150kasagreed

Me:Thankyou

Him:Sowhenarewehavingthegirl?



Me:She'snotintowncurrently

Him:Thebosscan'twaitanymore,howdowe

gether?

Me:Shepostedthatshe'svisitingherMother's

house

Him:Doyouknowtheexactlocation?

Me:No..Wehavetowaitforher

Him:Ihopeitwon'ttakelong

Me:Itwon't

Him:I'llhearfrom you

Me:Okaybye

BeforemyrelationshipwithNissi,herSister

wasmygirlfriend.Whenweweredating,Itold

fannytoleavethewhoringlifebutshekepton.I

reallylovedherandwantedtomarryherbutshe

brokemyheartandtrustafewtimes.She



thoughtIletthatshitgowhenIfoundherinbed

withsomeoneelse.DatingherSister,Ithought

itwasgoingtokillherbutsheseemsunmoved.

WhatdidIexpectthough?She'sawhoreafter

all.Sheprobablywaspretendingtoloveme,

shewaswithmeforthemoney.NowI'm about

todosomethingreallybrutal,I'm goingtohave

Fannykilledortraffickedjusttogetmyrevenge

andalsohurtingNissiforwhatshedidtome...

FANNY

Itastedthestewandthenclosedthepot,I

heardaknockatthedoor.Iturnedaroundand

Zukowalkedin.Shelookedlikeshehadjust

knockedoff..

Zuko:HiFanny

Me:Hi



Zuko:I'm gladIfoundyouhere

Me:What'swrong?

Zuko:I'm lookingforNissi'snumber,because

shehasn'tbeenpickingupmycallssoIfigured

maybeshehasanewnumber

Me:She'sstillusingthesamenumber

Zuko:Haibososhe'sdeliberatelyignoringmy

calls?

Me:HaiIdon'tknowwhattotellyouZuko,Nissi

haschangedthesedays.Ican'tevengetahold

ofhermyself

Zuko:Whereisshe?BecauseIseenowfrom

herFacebookthatshe'sreallylivingitup

Me:She'swiththatgirlwhowasmyfriendBuli.

Buliisinfluencingherthewrongway

Zuko:That'sunlikeNissi

Me:Idon'tknowwhattotellyoubecauseit's

thetruth,wouldn'tbesurprisedtofindoutthat



she'saprostitute

Me:Ayifaninayeshame(Thisdoesn'tsuither)

Zuko:Ohhwell,thankyou..I'llkeepontryingher

Me:Shewon'tpickup

Zuko:I'm goingtocallherwithadifferent

number

Me:Yaatrythat

Zuko:Okaythankyouagain

Me:It'snothing

NISSI

Khayacamedownandmadehiswaytome.

Khaya:Isee,Tpeeishere

Me:Walkedinafewminutesago,canIgetyou

anything?



Khaya:Anextraglass

Ipassedhim theglass..

Khaya:I'llcallyouifweneedanythingelse

Me:Okay

Hewalkeduptothem..

IcontinuedworkinguntilIfeltliketakinga

bathroom break,ItoldThembathatI'llberight

backandquicklymademywaytothe

bathroom..

WhenIwasdonepeeing,Iwashedmyhands

andthedooropened,Tpeewalkedin..

Iexhaledindefeat..

Me:Younotsupposedtobeinhere

Tpee:IknowbutunfortunatelysinceIcan'tget

youanywhere,thiswastheonlyway



Hemadehiswaytome..

Tpee:Letmeshowyouwhatyou'vebeen

missing

Hewalkeduptomeputhisarm aroundmy

waistandpushedmebackagainstthewall

Me:Idon'twannadothis

Tpee:Thenhewillnotice,he'stimingyour

bathroom break.Isaywedothisquickandnot

getintotrouble

Heputhishandsundermydressandpulled

downmyunderwear..

Me:Khayamightbustus

Tpee:Idon'tgiveafuckaboutKhayarightnow

Heliftedmylegupabitandsupporteditwith

hishand.Asmuchasthiswaswrongbutmy

coochiewasalreadyyearningforhim.Ihelped

unbuckledhisbeltthenIpulleddownhispants

togetherwithhisbriefs.Hisdickcamealivein



myhandasIwasmassagingit..

HeleanedforwardandkissedmeasIdirected

him in,yesitstungsinceIwasn'twet.He

furtherpushedinandImoanedslowly.With

everystrokeIgotwet,thefeelofhisthickshaft

insideofwasamazing.Imoanedwithmylips

closertohis,ashecontinuedpumping.Hewent

andstartedhittingitharder,Iwrappedmy

handsaroundhisneck..

Hewasholdingmylegwiththeotherhand,and

theotheronewasonmywaist.

HekeptonpumpingasIrestedmyheadonhis

shoulder...

KHAYA

Me:I'm coming

Me:Iam goingtomakeaquickcall



Carl:Ok

Igotupandwalkedaway,madeitseem likeI

wasgoingoutsidebutIwasactuallygoingto

therestroom.From thedoorIheardherloud

moan,herlevelofmoaningwasunstable.

Shewouldmoan,andalsotrynottomoan

louder.Ilistenedthroughandheardhercalling

outhisname,myheartskippedabeat.I

swallowed,Ithenturnedbackandwalkedaway.

IfIbustthem,itwillbeamessysituation.We

willfightandIdon'twantthat,notwhenIwant

tocarryoutthisplanwithFanny..UpsetasI

was,IwalkedbacktoCarl..

Carl:Thatwasaquickcall

Me:Hedidn'tpickup

Itookmyglassofwhiskeyanddowneditdown..

NISSI



Icouldn'tholdbackinandIwasverywet,so

wetIcouldfeelandhearhim beingvulnerable

atthemercyofmycoochie.Foramoment

therewelostourselvesinthisquickie,butno

matterhowgooditwas,wecan'triskKhaya

findingout..

IwasrelievedwhenIheardhim coming,that's

whenhepumpedmoreharderandgroaned

morelouder,likeabullwithabulletinhishead.

Heexhaledloudlyaftercomingandstill

remaineddeepinsideofme..

Me:Hethenstartedtokissmeandslowly

pumped

Me:ThobakgaleIhavetogoback,thisis

dangerous

Heignoredmeandfurtheronpumpedforafew

secondsbeforeslippingitoutfrom me.



Hisspermsfollowedthrough,neededtowipe

myselfwithatoiletpaperbeforegoingback

there..

.
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NISSI

KhayawasnolongeraroundCarlmentioned

thathehadtodashoutandgosomewhere.

TheyalsolefttheclubwithTpee.Iwasstarting

tofeelmoreforTpeethanIdidwithKhaya,and

IthinkIoweittohim toendthings.AsIwas

busyIreceivedacallfrom Zuko..

Me:Hi

Zuko:Ohhmyword!I'vebeentryingtogeta

holdofyouwhyyouneverpickup?



Me:Iam sosorryIhadalotgoingon

Zuko:YoumybestfriendNissi,Whateveryou

gothroughyouletmebethereforyou

Me:IknowandI'm deeplysorry

Zuko:It'sokay..Soyoulivingyourbestlife?I

hadtofindoutfrom Facebooktoo

Me:It'snothingreally

Zuko:It'ssomething.LookI'm notgoingtosay

anythingnegativeI'm justhappythatyouhappy,

youdeservethishappinessyou'vebeenthrough

alot

Me:ThankyousomuchmyfriendItruly

appreciateit

Zuko:Justwantedtofindoutifyouokaythat's

all

Me:I'm good,weshouldcatchupsometime

Zuko:Thatweshoulddo



Me:I'llcallyou

Zuko:Endeifyoudon'tcallI'llshowyouyour

arse

Ilaughed..

Me:I'llcall,Ihavesomuchtotellyou

Zuko:I'llbewaiting

Me:Thankyouforthecall

Zuko:Youwelcome

FANNY

Idrovebacktomyplacefrom home,itwas

goodbeinghomeagain.Nowweintheprocess

ofplanningthecleansing.Iam nolonger

lookingatNissiforanything,she'sdoingher

ownthingandIhopeherownthingwon'tland

herindeepwaters..Iwassurprisedtosee



Khayaatmydoorstep.

Khaya:Hi

Me:Whatthehellareyoudoinghere?

Khaya:Icametoseeyou

HesteppedasideasIwenttounlockthedoor,

thenwewentin..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Khaya:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoumad,Ishould

betheonewhoismad.Youtheonewhoplayed

me!

Me:WhatareyoudoingwithmySister?

Khaya:HonestlyspeakingIjustdatedNissito

spiteyou

Ilookedathim..

Me:Youarechildish

Khaya:IknowandI'm sosorry,Iwantedtoget

backatyouforhurtingme



Me:Areyoudonegettingbackatmenow?

Khaya:Yaaitwasstupid

Me:Itwasindeed

Khaya:LookFannyIwantyouback,whatwe

hadwasamazing.Don'ttellmethatyounot

feelingthesamewaytoobecauseIknowyou

do

Ilookedathim..

Me:AndNissi?Areyounowtryingtogetback

atherwithme?

Khaya:Ofcoursenot..WhatNissiandIhad,it

willbeover.PlusBulisoldhertomefor50k

Me:What?

Khaya:Tobemygirlfriend,shesoldher

Me:Thatbitch!

Khaya:AslongasNissiiswithBulishewill

remaincorrupt,she'ssleepingwithmycousin



Thobakgale

Myeyeswidened..

Me:She'smessingwithwho?

Khaya:YouknowTpee.Imaybeshit,butIain't

nothingcomparedtoTpee

Me:IhavetotalktoNissithisisabsurd!

Khaya:Canwegooutfordinnertonight?

Me:AreyoudoneplayingwithmySister?

Khaya:YesasofrightnowI'm donewithher

Me:Okaywecangooutfordinnertonight

Hesmiled..

Khaya:I'llcallyoulater

Me:Okay

Heleft.Iam gettingbackwithKhayaonly

becauseIwanthim tostayawayfrom Nissi.

Khayaisalsoshit,butTpeetakestheTrophy.



NISSI

IwasabouttogooutforlunchwhenIreceived

acallfrom mysister..

Me:Sis

Fanny:Sis

Me:Howareyou?

Fanny:I'm goodandyou?

Me:I'm goodtoo

Fanny:Canwemeetuplatertoday?

Me:Why?

Fanny:Don'tworryI'm notgoingtobeonyour

throatthere'ssomethingimportantIhaveto

discusswithyou

Me:Ohwokay



Fanny:Iwenthome

Me:Howiseverything?

Fanny:EverythingisfineIwannarenovate

beforethecleansingceremony

Me:That'sgood..Iwannashipintoo,itwas

alwaysmydream torenovateMom'shouse

Fanny:Wewilldiscussthatlateronwhenwe

meet

Me:Okaynoproblem

Fanny:Wasgoodtalkingtoyou

Me:Wasgoodtalkingtoyoutoo

AfterFanny'scallIdecidedtocallTpee..

Tpee:Ididn'texpectyoutomissmesoearly

Me:Don'tbefullofyourself

Tpee:WhatcanIdoforyou?



Me:Iam goingtoenditwithKhaya

Tpee:Comeagain

Me:Iam goingtoenditwithKhaya,Iwanttobe

withyou

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Tpee?

Tpee:I'm stillhere

Me:Thensaysomething

Tpee:Iam justamazedImeannotsolongago

youdidn'twannaendit

Me:SoIshouldn'tendit?

Tpee:Ididn'tsaythat

Me:I'm goingtoendit

Tpee:I'llhearfrom youthen,alsoquityourjob

tomakeiteasier

Me:ForamomentIforgotaboutmyjob,Ineed

thisjob



Tpee:Wewillthinkofsomethingdon'tworry

Me:Okay

Tpee:Iloveyou

Ismiled..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Tpee:Imeanit

Me:Imeanittoo

Hehungup..

ItextedKhayathatIneedtotalktohim...

KhayagotbacktomewhenIwasoutonlunch,

heaskedwhichrestaurantandItoldhim.He

camerightaway..

Khaya:Soundedreallyimportantonthephone

Me:Itis

Khaya:What'swrong?



Me:Youareaverygoodguyandthankyouso

muchforbeinginmylife.IenjoyedthetimeI

spentwithyouandthankyouforlovingmethe

bestwaythatyoucould.Thebestwayyouk-

Khaya:Areyoubreakingupwithme?

Iswallowed..

Me:I'm sosorry

Khaya:Youhavemetsomeoneelse?

Inodded..

Khaya:Who?

Me:Uhm..It's..It'sTpee

Khaya:Mycousin?

Inodded..

Me:I'm trulysorryKhayaIdidn'tmeanforthis

tohappen

Khaya:YeahwhateverNissi

Hegotupandleft...



.
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NISSI

AfterworkIwentandmetupwithmySister

Fanny.ShereallylookedgoodandIwashappy

toseeheragain..Wesharedahug.

Fanny:Youlookgood

Me:Youlookgoodtoo

Wesatdown..

Fanny:Let'sorderfirstbeforethesewaiters

comeanddisturbus

WecheckedtheMenus,untilawaitercameto

takeourorder..

Me:I'm justgoingtohaveaglassofsweetrosè



wineandachickensalad

Fanny:Givegin&tonicthengivemetheoreo

dessert

Waiter:Comingrightup

Me:Sowhatdidyouwannatalkabout

Fanny:IspoketoKhayatoday

Me:YouandKhayaknoweachother?

Fanny:Yeswesortoffriendsthat'swhyIwas

upsetwhentheissuewasraisedofyouguys

datingbecauseIknowthekindofpersonthat

sheis

Me:Ohw

Fanny:BulisoldyoutoKhayafor50k

Me:Whatdoyoumeansoldme?

Fanny:Sohecanhaveyouasagfanddo

whateverhewantswithyoubecauseheowned

you



Me:What?WhywouldBulidothistome?

Fanny:That'stheproblem withyou,youtrust

toomuch.Noteveryonewhohelpsyouisdoing

itoutofthegoodnessoftheirheart,some

peoplehaveAgendas.Youneedtoopenyour

eyes

Me:Aren'tyoujustsayingthatbecauseyou

don'tlikeBuli,andnowyoujustwannacause

troublebetweenus?

Fanny:ImaybealotofthingsNissi,butI

wouldn'tlieaboutthis

Thiswasnewstomyears..

TSHEPISO

Khaya:Whatthehelldoyouwant?

Me:Nissitoldmethatshebrokeupwithyou



Khaya:And?

Me:Iknowyou,andIwantyoutostayaway

from her.TaketheLandkeepitmoving

Hechuckled..

Khaya:I'm justgladIboughtherwith50k

imagineifIspentmore

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Khaya:Hewassoldtomefor50k,byBuli

Me:IwillgiveyouyourmoneybackI'lleven

doubleit

Khaya:Naafam keepyourmoney,youprobably

willneeditwhenyouhavetensionwithDaddy

andhedoesn'tgiveyouanallowance

Me:Thedesparationfrom yourparttothepoint

ofbuyingsomeonetobeyourgirlfriend,youa

screwupKhayawhilstIhitthatforR0.00!

Heviolentlymovedthetable..



Me:What?Whatareyougoingtodo?

Khaya:Leavemyclubandkeepthatwhorewith

you

Me:Withpleasureandkeepyourselffarfrom

her!

Igotupfrom thechairandwalkedaway..

NISSI

AftertheoutingwithmysisterIwentstraightto

theflat.TosayIwasAngrywouldbean

understatement..

Me:Buli!!!!(yelling)

Iwalkedstraighttothelounge..

Me:Buli!!

Shecamedown..

Buli:Hey!Hey!What'swiththenoise?



Islammedmybagagainstthetable...

Me:DidyousellmetoKhayafor50k?

Buli:What?

Me:Don'tlookallsurprised

Buli:Iam notevenangry,I'm hurtthatyou

wouldthinksuchaboutmeNissiwhenI'm the

samepersonwhohasbeengoodtoyou,the

samepersonwhowasthereforyouwhenyou

werebrokenfrom yourMother'sdeath

Me:Soyoudidn'tsellme?

Buli:Ofcoursenot,howcanyouthinkabout

such?I'm seriouslyhurtrightnowwhotoldyou

thatnonsense.Ifit'sKhayafuckhim!

Me:It'sFanny

Shelaughed..

Buli:OhwIseeandwheredoesshegetthat

from?



Me:Khayatoldher

Buli:Doyouevenknowthatthosetwowere

dating?From howI'm seeingit,shewantshim

backandshe'stryingtoplayhercardsinher

hand

Me:What?

Buli:Callherandask,callKhayaandask

Me:What'shappening?Whyarepeoplesokeen

onbetrayingme?

Me:Pleaseexcludemefrom thatlistbecauseI

didnothingtoyou

Shewalkedaway..

Buli:Thisisjusthurtfulthatyouwouldthink

suchofme

TSHEPISO



AfterthatwholenonsensewithKhayaIdroveto

myDad'scompany..

Dad:Ifyouwantedmoneyyoucould'vecalled

myaccountantwould'vesavedyouthetrip

Me:I'm nothereformoney

Dad:Thenwhatisit?I'm busy

Me:I'm takingyouuponyouroffer

Helookedatme..

Me:I'm readytobeaCEO

Dad:GoodbutIdon'ttrustyoufornowifyou'll

bededicatedsoI'llputyouonprobation

Me:It'sfinebyme

Dad:Tomorrowat8am sharpyoustarting

Me:I'llbehere

Dad:Whatchangedyourmind?

Me:Nothing..Justwantedtobearesponsible

someone



Dad:That'sgoodtobearesponsiblesomeone

Me:Cool..I'llseeyouathome

Ileft..

NISSI

Icalledfanny..

Fanny:Nissi

Me:Youareafuckeduppersondoyouknow

that?

Fanny:Excuseme?

Me:Youweretryingtocausedramabecause

youwantedKhayaback,thinkIwouldn'tfindout

thatyoutwowereanitem?

Fanny:Letmeguess,Bulitoldyouthat?

Me:Itdoesn'tmatterwhotoldme,whatmatters

isthatyouareafuckedupperson!



Fanny:Ohw

Me:Stayawayfrom mefrom hereon!Ifyou

wantKhayayoucanfuckenhavehim back

becausewenolongertogether

Fanny:Isee

Me:Don'tevercallmenortextme,nonothing!

Gotohell!

Fanny:Okay

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Thobakgaledecidedtotakemeoutlateron.I

wasthrilledthatitwillspikeupmymoodsince

thewholesituationwithFanny.Iwasgrateful,I



neededanouting..Wewenttothisotherlounge,

justletlooseandenjoymynightwithoutgiving

acareaboutanything.

Weweren'talone,hehadinvitedaclosefriend

withhisgirlfriendsowedon'tgetbored.I

thoughtKhaya'sclubwastopoftherange,but

thisloungewassomethingI'veneverimagined.

Ispottedafewcelebritiesaswemadeourway

toourVIPsection.Justthe4ofuswithatable

floodedwithexpensivealcohol.Iwassitting

nexttoTpeesowastheothercouplethathad

joinedus.

Ididn'tknowhisfriendbutapparentlyhewas

the"It"thingintheentertainmentindustry..

"Usa!Netsakane

Usa!Netsekane



Usa!

I'm alreadytonight

I'm gonnaloveyoutonight

Tenderera

Tenderera

I'm allreadytonight

I'm gonnaloveyou"

Hehadhishandinbetweenmythighs,Iwas

wearingashorttightdress.Heleanedoverand

whisperedinmyear..

Tpee:Don'tgetusedtothis

Me:What?

Tpee:Don'tgetusedtothis



Me:Why?

Tpee:BecauseIam notgoingtotakeyououtto

placeslikethisallthetime

Me:Why?

Tpee:Idon'twantyougettingusedtothislifeof

clubbingandpartying,Ionlytookyouout

becauseIwantedyoutogetfreshairandhave

fun.Idon'twantyougettingusedtoit,toa

pointofyoudoingthislifeeveryweekend

Me:Ohw

Tpee:Iwon'tbeavailableallthetimetotake

yououttosuchthibgs

Me:Icangooutwithfriendsitdoesn'talways

havetobewithyou

Tpee:That'sexactlywhatIdon'twant,friends

aretoxic

Me:Youjustbeingdramatic

Hegavemeaseriouslook..



Me:Don'truinthisgoodnight,Ireallywantthis

Tpee:Yeahwhatever

Ishookmyhead...

BULI

Me:I'm coming

Islowlywalkedtothekitchentoanswerthe

door.Iunlockedandopened,someguypushed

mebackinside..

Me:Wtf?

Heclosedthedoor.Helookedsuspicious,he

waswearinggloves..

Me:Whoareyou?Whosentyou?

Hetookouthisgun,itwasatthatmoment

whenIthoughtofrunningtomybedroom.

StupidmoveItellyou,youcan'toutrunagun.



Ifeltshotsaftershotsonmyback,Iscreamed

asIwentdown..

FANNY

Itooktheplatetohim..

Khaya:Ididmissyourlasagne

Igavehim theplate..

Khaya:Thankyou

Me:Ican'tbelieveNissiwouldtrustastranger

overmeherownfleshandblood

Khaya:Buliisgoodwithmindgamesand

manipulation

Isatdownoppositehim..

Me:IneverimaginedmySistersinkingin

deeperintothislife

Khaya:IfyouthoughtIwasbadforyoursister



thenyoudon'tknowTpee,he'sthedevil's

incarnate

Me:IknowTpee,wellIdon'tknowhim

personallysobutthingsI'vereadabouthim and

whenIdidmeethim.Theauraaroundhim is

unsettling,hedoesn'thavetosayanywordsfor

youtoseethathe'smessedup

Khaya:Nissiisjustinforalotofmess

Me:Maybeweshouldn'tjudgeImeanhemight

beadifferentpersonwithher

Khaya:Tpeechanging...We'llseeaboutthat

TSHEPISO

Myphonevibrated,itwasLoco.Ileanedoverto

Nissi..

Me:Ihavetotakethis,it'simportant



Nissi:Okay

Me:Behave

Nissi:Areyouseriousrightnow?(laughing)

Ikissedheronthecheek..

Me:I'm coming

Igotupandwalkedoutside,IcalledLocoback..

Loco:Tpee

Me:It'sdone?

Loco:Yes,nowI'm justmakingitlooklikeitwas

ahouserobberygonewrong

Me:Isshedead?

Loco:Verydead

Me:Areyousure?

Loco:Yes

Me:Good

Loco:WhywasIaskedtodothisagain?



Me:YougettingpaidforitLoco,thequestions

areunnecessary

Loco:Iwillseeyoutomorrowforthepayment

Me:Verywell

Hehungup.Imademywaybacktotheclub

whenIheardafamiliarvoicecallouttome.I

turnedanditwasTpeewithLesedi.Iwaitedfor

them togettome..

Gesh:Whatasmallworld

Me:Asmallworldindeed

LesediheldontoGesh'sarm fordearlife.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Gesh:What?Aguylikemeisnotflashyenough

forsuchaplace?

Me:Yes

Hechuckled..

Gesh:TsekTpee



TheywalkedpassmewithGeshbumpingon

meonpurpose..Ichuckledwhilstshakingmy

head..

Me:Typical

NISSI

IwastalkingtothegirlfriendMandisaaswe

weretryingtogetthroughourmoet..

Me:OhwIsee

Mandisa:I'm surprisedyouhaven'theardofmy

boyfriend,he'slikeoneofthebiggestDJsinSA

Me:Idon'tfollowhousemusicthatmuch

Mandisa:Amapiano

Me:Ohwyaa

Shelaughed..

Me:Howdoyousurvivewithhim andthefame?



ImeanDJslookliketheyaheadache

Mandisa:Hecomeshometomeeverynight

Me:That'sgoodthen..Ishouldbeaskinghow

yousurvivingwithTpee

Me:Everyoneseeshim asthisscarydangerous

personbutunderneathallthathe'sverysoft.I

thinkhe'smisjudgedthat'sall

Me:Isee

Tpeemadehiswaytous,helookedatMandisa.

Mandisastoodupandwenttositnexttoher

boyfriend,Tpeesatonhisspotnexttome..

Me:Thatwasashortcall

Tpee:Yaitwasjustbusinessdidn'trequirea

longconversation

Me:Ifyousayso

Heputhisarm aroundmywaistaswewere

sittingthere,Iputmylegoverhim andmyhead

onhischest..



Tpee:Enjoyingyourself?

Me:YesIam

Hekissedmeonmyforehead.

.
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NISSI

TpeedrovemestraighttoBuli'splaceafterour

outing.Itwasexactly4am whenwedroveback

andIwastired,sleeping,andslightly

intoxicated.Hewasn'tdrinkingmuch,Ican

possiblycount2glassesfrom him thathe

drank,therestofthenightheonlydrankwater..

Nothingcould'vepreparedmeforthehorrorsof



whatwestumbleduponinBuli'sflat.

Shewaslayingacrossthefloor,inherownpool

ofblood.Thatfeelingofbeingintoxicatedleft

me,Iwasleftshockedandparalyzedfrom fear.

Tpeewalkedovertoherandcheckedher,she

wasdead.Myheartwasinshambles,Icouldn't

comprehend.

Wefollowedthenormalprocedureofcallingthe

cops,afteranhourorsotheflatwasfullof

cops,pathologistsandforensics.Thebuilding

managerwascalledtobeinterrogatedtoo.This

isagatedcommunitynoonecanjusthavean

easyaccesslikethiswithoutfirstgoingthrough

security.

Whatscaredmemoreaboutthesituationis

that,hadIbeenhere.Icould'vealsosuffered

thesamefateasBuli,Icould'vediedtoo.



Thebuildingmanagersaidthatnoonecame

throughatnight,heevenagreedtoshowthe

policethesurveillancefootageattheentrance.I

didn'tknowwhattothinkbecauseitmeansthat

theothertenantscouldalsobeindanger.If

someonecanhavesuchaneasyaccess,

bypassingsecurity.Thenobviouslythis

situationmighthappenagain..

Weansweredallthenecessaryquestionsthat

wereasked,Buliwastakenawayandtheflat

wasacrimescene,itwasonfulllockdown.

Theywantedtogatherasmuchevidenceas

possible,sothattheycandoathorough

investigation..

Tpee:Ithinkyoushouldgetyourthings,you'll

becomingwithme.It'snotsafetolivehere



anymoreandalsoit'snotemotionallygoodfor

youtolivehere

Withoutdebatingwithhim,Iwenttogetmy

things.Ihadnowhereelsetogootherthanback

home,andIdidn'twannagobacktothatlife

again.Iam gettingusedtolivingthislifeand

goingbackhome,wouldbemedegrading

myselftothehardshipsofthehood.Idon't

deservethatlifeanymore,I'veliveditformany

yearsanditwasdepressing.

Thedrivetohishomewasveryquiet,Ihadalot

runninginmyhead.Moreespeciallybecause

BulihadIourlastconversationwasbasicallyan

argument,andnowshe'sgone.Justlikethat.I

don'tknowBulithatmuchtoknowhowmany

enemiesshehas,mytimeofknowingherI

knowherwithnoenemies.



Wearrivedathisplaceandmadeourwayin,I

wasalsonervousathowhisParentswere

goingtoreacttothesituation.Ihavenevermet

them before,andmymeetingthem forthefirst

time.I'llbelivingintheirhouse.

Whatiftheyareculturalpeoplewhodon't

supportCohabitation,it'samess.IfIknewthat

thingswouldbelikethis,Iwouldn'thavespent

mysalaryrecklessly.Would'vekept,and

budgetedtogetmeaplaceofmyown.

Itwasaround6am orsowhenwegottohis

house,wefoundthisbeautifulIndianwomanat

thekitchenpreparingbreakfast.Herfocus

movedfrom whatshewasdoingandtous,as

wewalkedinwithmythings.Itookeverything

ofminefrom Buli'sflat..

Tpee:Goodmorning

Her:Goodmorning



Tpee:Howareyou?

Her:I'm wellandyou?

Tpee:I'm good

Shelookedatme..

Tpee:ThisisNissimygirlfriend,andthisismy

MotherRasheedaThobakgale

Shewasbeautifulnolie..

Sheeda:It'snicetomeetyou

Me:Metoo

Tpee:Theflatshewasstayingat,washer

friend'sflat.Herfriendgotshot

Sheeda:Thatissosad,isshegoingtomakeit?

Tpee:No

Sheeda:I'm sorrytohearthat

Tpee:Nissiwillbestayingwithusuntilthe

wholethingblowsover



Sheeda:Isee

Tpee:Youcangoupstairsandrest,I'llbring

yourthingsupstairs

Me:Okay

ClearlytheywantedtotalksoImademyway

upstairs..

TSHEPISO

Wewaitedforhertodisappearonsight..

Ma:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Me:LuciaisgoneandIcan'tbringherback

Ma:Iunderstandthatbutyoudidn'teven

honourherfamilybygoingtoherfuneral

Me:Whatdifferencewouldithavemade?

Sheeda:Shewaspregnantwithyourbaby,she

wasmorethanjustagirlfriend.Shewasthe



Motherofyourbaby

Myfatherwalkedin..

Dad:Goodmorning

Wegreetedhim back..

Dad:It'sgoodtoseeyouupearly,you'llbeat

workontime

Ma:Helooksverytired,plushisgirlfriendjust

wentthroughatraumaticexperienceshe'llbe

livingwithus

Dad:Whatgirlfriendnow?

Me:HernameisNissi

Hesawthebags..

Dad:What'sdifferentaboutthisone?

Me:IthinkIloveher

Ma:Youthink?

Dad:Whendidyoumakethatdecisionthatshe

willbestayingwithus?



Me:She'sbeenthroughalotshejustlosther

onlyhome

Dad:Cute..Nowwerunningabnb,Tpeewenot

acharitycase.Whenareyougoingtolearnthat

thesegirlsthrowthemselvesatyoubecause

yourich.Noscratchthat,becauseyoucome

from arichfamily

Me:She'snotlikethatandIwouldappreciateit

ifshecouldbegivenachance.Youguys

wantedmetoberesponsible,I'm being

responsible

Dad:Sopartsofyoubeingresponsibleisyou

bringingagirlovertolivewithus?

Me:Nissiisgoingtostaywithus,plusthere'sa

highpossibilitythatshemightbepregnant

Dad:Herewegoagain..I'm offtoworkandI

expectyouattheofficeexactlyat8am

Hewalkedaway..



Ma:He'srightyouknow

Me:Yousupposetobeonmyside

Ma:Iam justnotlikethis

ItookNissi'sthingsandwentupstairs...

FANNY

IsawapostonFacebookfrom NissisayingBuli

isnomore.Idrovestraighttoherflat,and

indeeditwasacrimescene.Iwasn'tevenletin..

IcalledKhaya..

Khaya:Morning

Me:HeyBuliisdead

Khaya:What?

Me:Somethingaboutshewasshot

Khaya:Wtf?How?When?



Me:I'm atherplace

Khaya:That'snew

Me:It'scrazyI'm worriedaboutNissilikedid

shegetshot

Khaya:Didyoutrytocallher?

Me:Idoubtshewillpickup

Khaya:IfpostedonFacebookitmeansshe's

fine

Me:Ihopeso

NISSI

Itookalongbathbeforegoingtobed..

Tpee:Iwillbeattheofficethewholeday,can't

evengetsleepbecauseIhavetoprepare

Me:Okay



Tpee:Yougoingtobefineright?

Me:Ithinkso

Tpee:WoulditmakeyoufeelbetterifItoldyou

shesoldyoufor50ktoKhaya?

Me:What?

Tpee:HetoldmewhenIspoketohim

Me:Soit'strue,Fannywasn'tlying

Tpee:Yeah

Me:NowI'm gladshe'sdead,howcanyousell

someone?Shedidgoodbydying!

Tpee:That'smygirl!

.
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NISSI



[AMONTHLATER]

Lifehasbeencalm eversinceBuli'sdeath.

Ididn'tgotoherfuneralbutFannysaidshehad

adignifiedfuneral.Westilldon'tknowwhowas

behindherdemise,whobrutallykilledherin

coldblood.Hercasehasbasicallygonecold..

IhavebeenlivingattheThobakgaleresidence

eversince,hisParentswerenotverywelcoming

atfirstbutnowtheyarenicetome.Theyhave

acceptedmeandhavefullyacceptedmein

theirlives,respectingmypresenceintheirSon's

life.Icouldn'thaveitanyotherway,he'sMom is

suchanAngelit'snotevenfunny.Anothernew

andashiftinmylifeisthatIam pregnant...



Vicwasworkingfrom hometoday,hehasbeen

forawhilenowasTshepitapsintotheposition

ofaCEOintheoffice..

Iknockedinhisstudy..

Vic:Comein

Imademywayin..

Me:Goodmorning

Vic:Morning

Vicstillintimidatesme,Imeanheisvery

idolizedthoughhehaspeoplewhohatehim too

buthe'sveryidolizedinthepubliceyebecause

ofhisriches..

Me:Youaskedmeformymatricresults

Vic:Yes

Ihandedmycertificatetohim andsatdown.

Helookedatitforawhile..



Vic:Wowthesearegoodresults,whyyounever

wentfurtherwithyourstudies?

Me:Mymotherdidn'thavemoneytotakeme

further,shewasasingleParentandstruggling

alotsoaftermatricIhadtofindajobsothatI

couldbeabletotakecareofher

Henodded..

Vic:Youdidreallygood

Me:Thankyou

Vic:Iwillenrollyouatmyprivatecollege

Apartfrom thepharmaceuticalcompany,he

hasacollegethatonlydealswithPharmacy.

Theprivatecollegegivesoutahighercertificate

andadiplomainpharmacy.Thehigher

certificateis1year6months,thediplomais3

years.Iam stillsurprisedhewasableto

registeritandoperateitwithsucha

complicatedcourse.Iguesswhenyourich

everythingbecomeseasier..



Me:Iwouldtrulyappreciateitthankyouvery

much

Vic:Soyouareupforit?

Me:Verymuchso,andIpromisethatIwon't

disappointyou

Vic:Idobelieveinyou.Iwillcalltheuniversity

andseeiftheycantakeyouin

Me:Thankyousomuch

Vic:Nothankyou.IseeachangeinmySon

eversinceyoucameintohislife.Heismore

responsiblethankyou

Me:Iappreciatethat

Vic:IbelieveyouandSheedaaregoingout

shopping?

Me:Yes

Vic:Letmenotkeepyouthen

Me:Thankyouagain



Vic:Youwelcome

Igotupandwalkedout..

TSHEPISO

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhythedrughasmore

complaintswithregardstothesideeffects

especiallyheadaches.

Nick:Ithoughtsotoobutattheendoftheday

itrevealspain,therehasbeensomepositive

reviewsonthat

Me:Itdoesn'thelpifitrevealspainbutstill

givesyouaheadache

Nick:Sowhatdoyouwannadonow?

Me:Idon'tknowNickyouaretheclinical

pharmaceuticalscientistyoutellme

Nick:Iwillcheckalltheingredientsandsee



Me:Doesithavecaffeine?

Nick:No

Me:Ithinkitshould

Nick:Whataboutpeoplewhoareproneto

anxieties?

Me:Wearerunningabusinesshere,caffeineis

veryaddictive.Oncetheytakethepainkillers,

theywouldwannatakemorebecauseofbeing

addictedanddependentonthecaffeine.There

morethedrugisbeingboughtthemoremoney

wegenerate

Henodded..

Igavehim backthedocuments..

Me:Beforeweputitinthemarkettothepublic

pleasefixit

Nick:Iwill

Hewalkedout..



Carlwalkedin..

Carl:Lookatyou

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Carl:ItcametomethatIhaven'treally

congratulatedyouonbeingaCEO

Me:ActingCEO,I'm onprobation

Carl:YoudoingwellMan,notobkyareyou

handlingyourfather'scompanybutyoualso

goingtobecomeafamilymansoon

Me:Thatstillcan'tsinkin

Carl:Youreallyareintothiswoman,neverseen

youlikethisman

Me:She'sanamazingperson

Carl:Solongshekeepsyoustraight,Idon't

haveaproblem withher

Me:Yeahwhatever..Let'sgogetsomecoffee

Carl:Yeahlet'sgo



FANNY

MyrelationshipwithKhayahaspickedupin

suchawaythatIcompletelystoppedseeing

otherpeople.Iam onlyfocusedonhim andhe

doeseverythingforme.Mylifestyledoesn't

messhisbankbalanceandwehavebeenreally

tryingtomakeourrelationshipwork..

NissiandIthere'speacebetweenus,lifeistoo

shorttoholdgrudgesespeciallyseeingthatwe

theonlyfamilythatwehavenow..

Shedoesn'thaveaquietlife,Iwassurprisedto

seeTpeepostingheronsocialmedia.Nissiis

beautifulandglowing,itshowsthatshe'sliving

goodattheThobakgalemansion.



IwasoutdoingsomeshoppingwithKhaya,he

wasoddlyquiettoday..

Me:Youquiettoday,areyouokay?

Khaya:I'm goodjuststressedoutaboutthe

strippingshowthisweekend

Me:Yourstrippingshowsarealwaysthebest,

it'snotlikeyouhavingitforthefirsttime

Me:That'sverytruewe'llsee

Iheldhishand..

NISSI

WeweredriventoSandtontodosome

shopping.Ineedednewclothesbecausethe

currentonesIhave,theybecomingtight.

Clothesherewereexpensive,thecheapestI



sawwasaroundR1500...

Sheeda:Don'tbescaredtotakeanythingyou

like

Me:Isthereabudget?

Sheeda:Nothere'snobudget

Me:Wow(whispering)

Istartedcheckingalltheclothesout,withthe

helpofSheedaandtheshopassistant.

TSHEPISO

CarlandIwehavingcoffeeatthecanteen..

Wewerejusthavingatypicalconversation

whenIsawLuciawalkingin.Istarredather

untilshegottothecounter.Iclosedmyeyes

andopenedthem again,shewasstillthere.She

turnedaroundandlookedatme,thiswasshit..



Me:Doyouseethat?

Carl:Seewhat?

Me:Luciaatthecounter?

Heturnedaroundandchecked..

Carl:Where?

Me:Thereatthecounter?

Carl:Huh?

Me:Luciaatthecounter

Carl:That'snotLucia

Me:CarlIknowwhatI'm seeing

Carl:That'sVickyoneofthepharmacists

Ilookedagain,indeeditwasVicky.

Carl:Haveyoubeentakingyourmeds?

.
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TSHEPISO

WhenIknockedofflateron,Carlgavemearing.

Heneededmetobringhim somemedical

supplies.Suppliesofaninjuredperson,I

wonderwhatthefuckhehasgottenhimself

into..Idrovestraighttohisplacetodropoff

whatheaskedfrom me.Iknockedatthedoor

andwaitedforsomeonetoopen.Heopened

andpeepedthroughoutside..

Me:Whatsgoingon?

Carl:Getin

Igotinandhelockedthedoor..

Me:Whatshithaveyougottenyourselfinto?

Carl:DidyoubringwhatIaskedofyoutobring?

Me:YesIdid



Ihandedhim thebag..

Carl:Thankyou

Ifollowedhim tothelounge,whereIsawGesh

layingonthecouchwithabloodyclothonhis

rightrib.Hewasdowningthatwhiskeylikeit

waswater..

Me:Whatthefuckhappenedhere?

Carl:Hegotshot

Me:Andhowisthatyourproblem?

Carl:He'sagoodfriendofmine

Gesh:It'sfunnyhowwekeeponmeetingin

toughsituations

Me:I'm leaving

Carl:Thankyouforthesupplies

Me:Can'tyoutakehim tothehospital?

Gesh:Didn'tknowyoucared,I'm flattered

Carl:Peoplelikehim don'tgotothehospital,



hospitalsaskalotofquestions

Me:Thenit'sapparentthathe'sdoingshitthat

heshouldn'tbedoinginthefirstplace

Geshchuckledcausinghimselfpain..

Me:I'm leaving

Carl:Thankyouagainforthesupplies

Iwalkedaway...

NISSI

IwasonthephonewithZuko..

Zuko:I'm sohappyforyouhey,the

Thobekgalesarerich

Me:Thankyousomuch,Istillcan'tbelievethat

Iam actuallydatinghim

Zuko:YoudeserveitBabe,youdeserveallthe

happiness.Theseareblessingsfrom Godand



yourMother.Youhaverespectedandcaredfor

yourMothertherightway,nowyouarebeing

paidbacktherightway

Me:Youthinkso?

Zuko:Iknowso

Me:Ihateitthatyouareabitfarfrom me

Zuko:Youcancomevisithome

Me:Howaboutyoucomeandvisit?

Zuko:Areyouserious?

Me:YesIam,spendaweekendhere

Zuko:Wow!I'dlovetoo

Me:OkayI'llcallyouagain

Zuko:I'llbewaiting

Me:Bye

Zuko:Bye



KHAYA

FindingoutthatNissiisalsopregnantforTpee

setmeofftotheedge,IknowthatIneededto

killthislittlehappinessthatshehas

accumulatedforherself.Boththesesisters

havetoyedwithmyfeelings.Womendon't

breakme,theynotsupposedtobreakme,I

breakthem!Themostmessedupsituation

aboutthiswashowIhadtopretendwithFanny.

PretendthatIam okay,Ihaveforgivenand

movedon..Imetupwiththeguywhowas

meanttocarrythisoutforme.Ihopehedoesa

goodjobbecauseIonlyhaveoneshotatthis,

andithastobecarriedoutperfectly..

Me:Whenareyougoingtodothejob?

Him:Youmakethepaymentfirst.10kupfront,

and10kwhenthejobisdone.

Me:I'llwireittoyou



Him:Cashonly

Me:I'llhavetogoandwithdraw

Him:YoudothatandthenwhenyouhavepaidI

willcarryoutthejobforyou,I'llbeintouch

Him:Verywell

NISSI

Tshepiwasfinallyhome,helookedexhausted...

Me:Longday?

Tshepi:Longdayindeed

Hehuggedme..

Tshepi:I'm justhappytocomehometoyou

Me:I'm gladtohearthat

Tshepi:Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasbeautiful,wentshoppingwithyour



Mom

Tshepi:Watchout,thatwomanwillspoilyou

likeitisyourlastdayonearth

Me:Idon'tmindit

Hekissedme..

Tshepi:Solongyouhappy,I'm happy

Hethrewhisphoneonthebedandcarkeys.

Tshepi:I'm goingtotakealongshower

Me:I'llpreparesomethingforyoutoeat

Tshepi:I'dreallyappreciatethat

Hewalkedtothebathroom..

JustwhenIwasabouttogooutandgotothe

kitchen,hisphonevibrated..

Me:Ts-

Iheardthewaterrunning.Igothisphoneand

thecallerIDwas"Loco".Ianswered,beforeI

couldevengreet.Hestartedtalking.



Loco:Ireceivedthefullpaymentformyjobwell

done,onkillingthatBuligirl

Myheartliterallystoppedbeatingforasecond..

Loco:Tpeeareyouthere?

Idroppedhisphoneonthecarpet,greatly

stunnedandshockedatthisrevelation.

KHAYA

IneededtomakeFanny'slastdaysonearth

worthliving.Iwanthertoenjoyherself,Iwant

hertobehappysoIwentandtookheroutfor

dinneratherfavoriterestaurant.

Fanny:Thisisnicethankyousomuch

Me:Justrealizedthatitwouldbeagood

gesturefrom mysidesinceweareworkingon

thingsandstartingover



Fanny:IknowthatI'vehurtyoualotandIam

sorry

Me:Pleasedon'tbe,I'm gladitwasfixable

Fanny:That'strue

Me:Maybeweshouldgoouthisweekend

Fanny:I'dlikethatverymuch

Me:Youcanpicktheplace

Fanny:I'lldoso

NISSI

IwasstilltryingtowrapmymindonwhyTpee

wouldcallahitonBuli,whatkindofapersonis

heexactly?WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto?If

hehadBulikilledlikethatincoldblood,what

aboutme?Whataboutwhathecandotome?

Tshepi:Nini?



Ilookedathim..

Tshepi:Somethingonyourmind?

Me:Uhm no..I'm okay

Tshepi:Youlikefoodalot,I'm surprisedyou

haven'ttouchedyourfood

Me:Iactuallyatebeforeyougothome

Tshepi:Don'tmakemethinkthatI'm stupid,

whatisthematter?

Me:Nothing,Ijustatebeforeyougothome

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Afriendofminewouldliketovisitmethis

weekend

Tshepi:Whatfriend?

Me:Mybestfriendfrom home

Tshepi:Idon'tseeaproblem withthat

Me:Thankyou



Iforcedmyselftotryandeat..

Tshepi:Youansweredmyphone?

Me:Huh?

Tshepi:Youansweredmyphoneandprobably

heardsomethingthatyouweren'tsupposedto

hear

Iswallowed..

Tshepi:Ifyounotpreparedtohearsomething

thatyoudon'twannahearthenstayawayfrom

myphone

Me:Why?

Tshepi:Whywhat?

Me:Whydidyouhaveherkilled?

Tshepi:Thiswomansoldyou

Me:Butitwasn'tyourplacetoplayGodinher

life

Tshepi:Shehaditcoming,shewasgoingtobe



aconstantbuzzinourlives

Me:Aconstantbuzz?Ifitwasn'tforBuliwe

wouldn'tbesittingherelikethis

Tshepi:Andwethankherforthatgooddeed

butotherthanthat,shehadtogo

Me:Sowhat?Youjusteliminatepeoplethatyou

don'tlike?

Tshepi:Peoplethatareaticktome

Me:Karmawasgoingtodealwithher

Hechuckled..

Tshepi:Karmatakestimeanditneedspatience,

patiencethatIdon'thave

Me:Sowhatifdoyouwrong?Youwillkillme

too?

Tshepi:OfcourseIwillkillyou,whatyouthink

this?Sometypicalrelationshipkeepeachother

busyuntilwemeetoursoulmates?Ihavefallen

deeplyinlovewithyouandyouarenotgoing



anywhere!

.
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NISSI

Therestofthenightwentdifferentfrom howI

anticipated.Withourlittleargument,hedecided

togetmeinbed.Hefuckedthelivingdaylights

outofmeonpurpose,forthesilenttreatmentI

wastryingtoinitiatewithhim.AtfirstIdidn't

wannagivehim thesatisfactionofscreaming

andshowhim thathe'sreallydoingme,butmy

plansfaileddismal.Hewashittingithardandit

wasimpossibletokeepquiet...Weweredoing

adoggystyle,Iwaskneelingonthebed,hehad

hisarm aroundmyneckpullingmyheadback



withhishisarm.Whilsthewasdeepinsideof

mebangingmelikehewasnevergoingtosee

meagain..Iwasscreamingveryloud,andI

noticedthemoreIscreamedthepleasurehe

got.Themoreharderhebecame.

Hisdickbeingthatdeepinsidewas

uncomfortable,becauseitwasreachingthe

mostsensitivepart.Ididn'tknowwhattodoto

makehim takeiteasywithme,andhewas

takinglongertocome.WhenIthoughthewas

coming,hewouldpauseandthencontinue.I

hateditmorethanmycoochiewascooperating,

IwaswetevenwhenIdidn'twanttobe..He

pausedandmylegswereweakandvibrating.

Hehelpedmetoliebackonmyback,facingup

withhim cominginbetweenmylegs.Heheld

ontomythighandrubbedtheheadofhisshaft

againstmyclitbeforeinsertingitdeepinside.

Heheldontomythighsandstartedpumping

again.



Herstartedoffslowandwentharderagain,

spankingthesideofmythighhard..

Iwasinpainandtirednow,Iwantedhim tobe

done...

Me:Th..Thobekgaleplease..

Tshepi:Ohhnowyouwannatalktome?

Me:I'm sorry?

Tshepi:Pardon?

Me:I'm sorry

Tshepi:Can'thearyou

Hewentforthekill,goingmoreharder..

Me:Ahhhhhhhhh!!!!!!!

Tshepi:"Ahhhhhhhhh"isnotanapology

Me:I'm sorry!!!!

Tshepi:Can'thearyou!

Me:IsaidI'm sorry!!!!!!!!!



Hesqueezedmythighs..

Me:Okayyouwin..I'm sorry..

Icouldnoticethathewasabouttocome..

Tshepi:Ohhhfuck!!!

Heincreasedhispacemoreasmyvoicewent

softer..

Me:I'm sorry...

Heshothisloaddeepinsideofmeashis

groaninggotlouder.Iclosedmyeyesand

exhaled,happythathecame..Hecollapsed

ontopofmekissingmeonmyneckthen

movingtomyearwhispering..

Tshepi:Stillmad?

Me:No

Tshepi:Younotmadanymore?

Me:No

Hebitmyearlobe..



Tshepi:Younot?

Me:I'm not

Tshepi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Tshepi:Andyounotgoinganywhere

Me:Iknow

ThenextmorningIwokeuplaterthanmyusual

time.YesIwasstillsorefrom lastnight.Nextto

me,onhissideofthebed.Speciallyonhis

pillow,laidaredrose.Itookitandlookedatit,

whenIheardmusiccomingfrom thebathroom

andwaterrunning..

"Girlwebeenrighthere,thinkin''boutitallnight

Babyyoushouldbeupinmybed

Doyoumind,doyoumind?



Babyyou,doyoumind?Doyoumind?Doyou

mind?"

Igotoutofbedandwalkedtothebathroom still

naked.Istoodatthedoorandlookedathim

runningthewaterinthebathtub.Hewassitting

attheedgeofthebathtub.Dressedupforwork,

withhishandinthewatercheckingthe

temperature.Iclearedmythroat,hissexyeyes

movedfrom thewaterandhelookedatme.The

foam bathwasheavenly,thesmellwasbreath

taking.Wassmellinglikeanocean..Hebithis

lowerlipashiseyeswentdownonme..

Tshepi:I'm justtryingtogettoknowya

Getalittlecloser,maybepostup

Doyoumind?Doyoumind?Doyoumind?

Doyoumind?Doyoumind?Doyoumind?



Iblushedwhilstshakingmyhead,hegotupand

madehiswaytome.Hestretchedouthishand

tome,andminetohim.Heslowlywalkedmeto

thebathtub,Igotinandlaidback..

Hesatattheedgeagainticklingmyfeet..

Ilaughed..

Me:Stopfoolingaround

Tshepi:I'llcallyoulater,gottagotowork

Me:Okay

Hestoodupandcametome.Hekissedmeon

myforeheadwhilstsqueezingmybreast.

Tshepi:Seeyoulater

Me:Okay

Tshep:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



FANNY

ThismorningItookadrivegoingtothesalon.

Myphonerang,Ichecked.Itwasacallfrom

Khaya.Istretchedmyhandtogetitfrom the

passagerseat..

Me:Hun

Khaya:Ntokaziwhereareyou?

Me:I'm onmywaytothesalon

Khaya:Okaywascheckinguponyou

Mywaterbottlefell..

Me:Aghwait

Ibenttogetitandpositioneditonthe

passenger'sseat..

Khaya:Fanny?

WhenIsatmyeyesbackontheroad,thiscar

from nowherecameheadonwithme..



Me:Ahhhhhhhhhhhh!!!!

Khaya:Fanny??

NISSI

Aftertakingthatlongbath,Idressedupand

wentdownstairs.InoticedSheedaoutsidein

thegardenwateringtheflowers.Iwalkedoutto

herthroughtheslidingdoor..

Me:Goodmorning

Sheeda:Goodmorning..Youwokeuplatetoday

Me:Iwaswatchingmoviestilllate

Sheeda:Howareyoubaby?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Sheeda:I'm well

Me:Wateringplants?



Sheeda:Yes..Ilikegettingsunlight

Me:andtheairisrefreshing

Sheeda:Verytrue

Me:Letmegoeatbreakfast

Sheeda:Okaybaby

Iwalkedbackintothehouse..

.
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NISSI

MydaywasgoingwelluntilIreceivedthat

dreadfulcallfrom Khayainformingmeabout

mySister.Thatshewasinvolvedinacar



accidentandshedidn'tmakeit.Shewas

trappedinsidethecarandwhenitcaughtfire,

shecouldn'tgetoutofit.Sheburnedinsideof

it..Iwasfailingtocomprehendwhatwas

happening,NotFanny.IlostmyMothernotlong

ago,nowit'sFanny...

Ihadtogotowhereshehadtheaccidentand

seeformyself.Itwasindeedhercar,Khaya

wasalsothere..

Khaya:Iwasonacallwithherandaswewere

talkingIheardherscreaming

Me:Howdidyouknowthatshewouldbehere

onthisroad?

Khaya:AfterherscreamingItracedherphone

anditgavemethislocation

Iwalkedoverandsatdownontheroad.The

accidentscenewasfloodedwiththepolice,by

standersandwhatnot.Thefirehadbeenput



outfrom hercar,andherbodyhadbeentaken

away.Shewasburntbeyondrecognition,so

Khayaalsotoldme...

Ididn'tevenhavetears,Iwasmoreconfusedto

saytheleast.Itwasn'tsinkingin,Iwasnumb.

Didn'tknowhowtocontamplatethesituation.

Fannywasfulloflife,howcanacareless

incidentlikethiskilledher?

Khaya:Doyouwannacallsomeone?

Me:NoI'm okay

Khaya:NissiIhavetotellyouSomething

Ilookedathim..

Khaya:Idon'tknowhowit'sgoingtocome

acrossandIdon'tknowifsayingitrightnowis

goodornotbut...

Me:Whatisit?



Khaya:FannyconfrontedTpeeonceinmyclub

aboutyou,tellinghim thatheshouldstop

seeingyou..Tpeethreatenedherandwhenwe

weretalkingoverthephone,thelastscream

thatcameoutofherwasthatTpeefinallygot

her

Me:What?

Khaya:Tpeewilleliminateanyoneandeveryone

whoisagainsthisrelationship

Me:Tpeewouldn'tdothat

Khaya:LikeIsaid,youdon'thavetobelieveme

TSHEPISO

Igotacallfrom myMother..

Ma:MoonpiehaveyouspokentoNissi?

Me:OnlyspoketoherbeforeIlefttoworkthis



morning

Sheexhaled...

Me:Why?What'swrong?Issheokay?Isthe

babyokay?

Ma:Sheleftaboutanhourago..Hersisterhad

anaccident

Me:That'sbad..IstheSisterokay?

Ma:Iam notsurehaven'theardanythingfrom

her

Me:I'lltrytogetaholdofher

Ma:Okay

Me:Bye

Ma:Bye

IhungupandcalledNissi,butshedidn'tpickup

soIsentheramessage..

"Areyouokay?Pleasecallmewhenyougetthis.



I'm worried"

NISSI

Ireadhistextandthendeletedit..

Driver:MissNissi

Ilookedathim..

Driver:CanIdriveyouhome?

Me:Uhm pleasedrivemestraighttomy

Mother'shouse

Driver:YesMam

Iwalkedtothecarandheopenedthedoorfor

me..

Me:Thankyou

Igotinandheclosedthedoor..



Thedrivehomewasquiet,Istillfeltnumb.I

didn'twannacry,IwasscaredthatifIcryIwill

haveamentalbreakdown.Iwastryingtobe

strong,formyselfandmybaby..Itdawnedon

methatIwasnowalone,yesIhaverelatives

butnotallofthem care.Onlyafewdo,butmy

intimatefamilywasgone.

WearrivedathomeandIfoundmycousin

washingthewindows..

Cuz:Nissi!

Me:HeyCuz

Cuz:It'sgoodtoseeyou

Shegotdownfrom thechairandcametohug

me..

Cuz:Mygoodness!Youlookgoodgirl

Me:Thankyou

Cuz:Fannywasn'tlying,Joziistreatingyouwell



Me:Thankyou

Cuz:What'swrong?Youseem down

Me:It'sFanny

Cuz:WhataboutFanny?

Iswallowed..

Cuz:Nissiwhat'swrong?

Me:She'sgonecuz

Cuz:Whatdoyoumeanshe'sgone?

Me:Shewasinvolvedinacaraccident

Sheshookherhead..

Cuz:No..

Me:Iam from theaccidentscene,she'sgone

Cuz:No!No!No!

TSHEPISO



Icouldn'tgetaholdofNissiandIwasstarting

togetworried...

Carlwalkedin..

Carl:HeyMan

Me:Carl

Carl:Yougood?

Me:I'm good

Carl:I'm goodtoo

Me:Ican'tgetaholdofNissi,herSisterwas

involvedinanaccident

Carl:Ohwya..Khayauploadedherpictureon

Instagram,sosad..Suchabeautifulgirlwhose

lifeendedverysoon

Me:Shedidn'tmakeit?

Carl:Apparentlyhercarcaughtfireandshe

burnedinside

Me:Fuckme!



Carl:Lifeisnotguaranteedthesedays

KHAYA

Ihandedhim theenvelope..

Me:15k,I'llgiveyouthe5kbeforetheweek

ends

Him:PleasuredoingbusinesswithyouthoughI

gotoutwithabrokenarm

Me:Noonesawyou

Him:Notexactly..Icollidedwithheronaquiet

roadandthengotoutofmycartoburnhers..

Pouredgasolineandsatitonfire

Me:Wasshestillalive?

Him:Yes..Butverydisoriented,shewaseven

screamingasthecarcaughtfire

Ishookmyhead..



Me:Whatapainfuldeath

Him:Areyouhavingregrets?

Me:No..Notexactlyshedeservedit

Him:Isee

NISSI

WehadtofetchmyAuntsinceshewastheone

tositonthemattress.Shewasbrokentooand

verydefeated.ImeanweburiedmyMothernot

solongagonowit'sFanny..

Tpeehasbeentryingtogetaholdofmebut

afterwhatIheardfrom Khaya,Idon'tknow.I

meanTpeekilledBuli,andrightnowIam

leaningonbelievingKhaya.Idon'tknowTpee

andhemight'vedidthis.Thissuitshim very

much..



Aunt:Whatishappeningwithourfamily?Is

deathgoingtocollectusonebyone?Aiiaii

(crying)

Myphonerang,itwasSheeda..

Me:Hello

Sheeda:Heybabyhowareyou?

Me:I'm..Ireallydon'tknow,mysisterdidn't

makeit

Sheeda:Iam verysorrytohearthat

Me:Iam athomenow

Sheeda:Iunderstand..Ifyouneedanything

don'thesitatetoask

Me:Iwon't

Sheeda:Bewell

Me:Iwill

Sheeda:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutooandthankyou

Sheeda:I'llcallyoubacklater

Me:Thankyou

Sheeda:Bye

Me:Bye

.
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NISSI

AsmuchasIwantedtoavoidThobakgaleall

thewaythrough,Icouldn'tbecauseIhaveno

money.Hehasmoney,andIwanthim tohelp

mewiththecostsofthefuneral..Istayedat

homejusthelpingarounduntilthedrivergot

backanddrovemetotheThobakgales..



AsweweredrivingtoTheThobakgales,Iwas

lostinmyheadinthecar.Thinkingabouthow

lifecansatmebacktosquareonejustwhenI

thoughtIwasgettingthehangofit,justwhenI

thoughteverythingwasworkingwelloutforme..

TshepiwasaroundwhenIarrived,itwas

around21:00..

Me:Goodevening

Tshepi:Nini

Me:Howwaswork?

Tshepi:Workwasokay..Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'm okayIguess

Tshepi:Whyweren'tyoupickingupmycalls?

Me:Iwasbusy,itgotbusy



Tshepi:Somuchyoucouldn'tsteal5mintotalk

tome?

Me:Alotwashappeningathomehadtoattend

toeverything

Tshepi:Everythinglikewhat?Sheonlypassed

ontoday.Everyoneisstillinshock

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoubecominganassover

this!

Tshepi:Anass?Askingmygirlfriendwhyshe's

notpickingupmycallsI'm anass?

Me:Yesyouare!Youwannaeverythingabout

youandthisisnotaboutyou!Havesomeheart

I'm goingthroughalot.Mymom passedafew

monthsagonowit'smySis!

Tshepi:Idon'tfuckencare!Youaremy

girlfriendandwhenIcallyoupickupunlessyou

areintroubleandcan'tpickup

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoudoingthisrightnow,it's



likeyoudon'tcarewhatI'm goingthrough

Tshepi:YoudamnrightIdon'tcare!

Me:Fuckyou!

Heslappedmeacrosstheface..

Tshepi:Youwillneverfuckentalktomelike

thateveragaindoyouunderstandme?

Ididn'tunderstandwhythissmallactwould

makehim lividlikethis,hedoesn'tevencare

thatI'm goingthroughthemostrightnow..He's

makingeverythingabouthim!

Tshepi:Don'ttellmeaboutyourSister,crying

andpissingmeoffwon'tgetherback.Accept

thatshe'sgone,acceptthatshe'snotcoming

backandstopactinglikeabitchtome!

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedaway..

Iwasconfused,howcanIgivehim attention

whenI'm goingthroughthemost..



WithtearsstreamingdownmycheeksIwalked

tothebathroom totakeabath.

Icouldn'tcrywhenIheardFannywasnomore,

butnowTshepigavemeareasontocryandin

themistofmycrying,Irealizedthathisactions

provethatindeedhemighthavekilledmysister.

ThatKhayamightberightaboutTshepiandit

seemslikeIam jailedandblindedtohim.With

him beingthismuchofacoldheartedbastard,I

don'twannahaveababybyhim.Ican'tbringa

childintothiscruelthenletmychildwitness

theirFatherabusingmeeveryday.That'sgoing

tobeatraumaticexperienceforthem,Iam

makingadecisionthatafterFanny'sfuneral.I'm

definitelygoingtoabort..

AfterbathingIwentdownstairstojointhe

familyfordinner,Tshepiwasnotaround.Ididn't



wannashowhisfamilythatwearefight..

Vic:HeardaboutyourSister,mydeepest

condolences

Me:Thankyou

Vic:Imanagedtoyouspaceattheschoolyou

willstartnextmonth,youhavealottocatchup

on

Me:ThankyousomuchItrulyappreciatethat

Sheeda:Iam sohappythatmySonfounda

responsiblewoman,awomanthatissettoget

herown

Me:ThatisallIwantnowtobeindependent

Sheeda:Thatisimportant,whenyouare

independentamanwillnotabuseyounor

disrespectyou

Viclookedather..



Me:Itrulyappreciateit,everythingthatyou

doing.Iappreciateitwithallmyheart

Vic:Justmakemeproud

Me:Iwill..Ipromise

TSHEPISO

Ididn'tunderstandhowthehellNissiwouldput

mebeforeherSister.She'sgone,she'sdead!

Shewon'tcomeback.Nissishouldfocusonthe

living,us,ourbabyandwhatawaitsus.Grieving

foradeadpersonwon'tbringthepersonback,

Shemustletgo..

IdroveouttomeetupCarlfordrinks..

HewaswithGesh..

Me:Thoughtyouweredead



Gesh:Makepeacewithit,I'm notgoing

anywhere

Isatdown...

Carl:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodMan

Carl:HowisNissiholdingup?

Me:Youknowhowitiswithgrievingandallthat

shit

Carl:It'ssadwhathappened

Gesh:Peopledie,Imeanhersisterwasbound

todiewhetheritwastodayortomorrow

Me:Atleastsomeonegetsit

NISSI

WithwhatVicsaid,nowIgotenoughreasonto

dotheabortion.Aonceinalifetimeopportunity



hasfallenonme,Ineedtogetthisqualification

withoutanythingstandinginmyway..

AfterdinnerIwasbackinthebedroom,ona

callwithZuko..

Zuko:ShuuuuuuNissiareyousureaboutthis?

Me:Iam notsurebutwhatchoicedoIhave?I

wannagetthisqualificationatthesametimeI

don'tthinkIwannabewithTpee.He'snotthe

personIthoughthewasandI'm scaredthat

alongthewayhewillhurtme

Zuko:Hedoescomeacrossasadifficult

person

Me:He'sevilZuko

Zuko:Hashehityou?

Me:Uhm..No

Zuko:Atleast,butIunderstandwhereyou

comingfrom..IfyoufeellikedoingthisthenI



willsupportyou

Me:Thankyouverymuch

TSHEPISO

Carlhadgonetotakeapiss,Geshhadgoneto

callhisgirlfriend.Iwassittingaloneatthetable

whenInoticedladiessittingnotfarfrom us,

oneofthem wasstaringatme.WhenIlooked

athershequicklymovedhereyes..

Icalledthewaitersohecouldgivethem

anotherroundonme..

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

By10am thenextdayIhadbeendriventomy

Mother'shousetooverseethingsandbe

presentincasesomeonewantssomethingor

somethinghadtobedonewithregardstothe

preparationsofthefuneral.Thingsbetween

TshepiandI,aren'tachocolatecakesweet.He

wassleepingthismorningasIleft

Iwasfeelingratheroutofweathertoday,Ihad

thisshallowcrampsinmywomb.Therewasno

bleedingandIcan'ttellwhatcausedthem or

whatiscausingthem..Mycousinandmyother

AunthadtogodowntoFanny'splacetocheck

afewthingsout.Ididn'twannagothere,the

placehasmemoriesthatIdidn'twanttogo

through.Everythingofhersisinthere..Zuko

washelpingmewashthecurtainsandgetthe

windowsdone..



Zuko:Areyousureaboutwhatwespokeabout

lastnight?

Me:Lifehasshowedmeadifferentsidetoit.

AfterMom'sdeath,Iwasalmostdependenton

Fanny.Looknow,she'sgone.Iam still

dependentonsomeone,Tshepi.He'sprovingto

methathe'sexactlywhatpeoplesayheis,andI

don'twannagetburntagain.Ihavean

opportunitytogotoschool,getaqualification

andliveabetterlife.Thisopportunityisbetter

thanwhatamancouldprovideforme.Khaya

soldmelikeIwasn'tahumanbeing,Tshepiis..

He'sevilandIcan'tbewithhim notifIwanna

followFannyandmyMother.WhenIam

dependentonmyself,lifegetsbetter.There's

noman,whowillwakeupandchangeonme.

EverythingIwant,Icangetformyself.This

opportunityisablessingandIdon'twanna

messitup

Zuko:Shuuuuuuyousaidamouthful,Itotally



understand..Whendoyouwannacarryoutthe

abortion?

Me:AfterFanny'sfuneral,Iwannacarryitout

thenjustforgetaboutthatpartofmylife

Zuko:Igetyougirl

Me:PlusIhavetobefinanciallyindependent,

mycousinandherkidsliveherewhilstI'm out

therelivingmylife.She'slookingaftermy

Mother'shouseforme,theleastIcandoishelp

heroutfinancially

Zuko:Sheisindeedtakinggoodcareofit,it's

alwaysclean.Peacefulandwelltakencareof

Me:Andshe'shavingproblemsatwork,they

retrenchingandhewasonthelist.Havetohelp

heroutuntilshegetsbackonherowntwofeet,

it'stheleastIcando

Zuko:That'sverytruemyfriend



TSHEPISO

Iwasofftoday,soIdecidedtoringthatgirlI

boughtdrinksforlastnightatthebar.After

buyingthem thosedrinks,Iwasabletogether

numbers.Nissiisverymuchinherfeelingsright

now,she'salwayssadanddepressing.Idon't

dowellwithdepressedpeople.Whilstshe'sstill

tryingtocollectherself,I'llbehavingfunwith

someoneelse.

Ihadtakenheroutforbreakfast..

Her:Thisrestaurantisbeautiful

Me:Itis,theserviceisgreattoo

Her:Ibelieveso

Shewasabeautifuldarkskinnedwoman,her

makeupwasperfectlydone.Shewaswearinga

tightstriplesshuggingboobtubedressand



matchingheels.Thedressandtheheelswere

thesamecolour,theywerebothmastard.She

hadonablackwig,andshelookedvery

beautifulnolie.Ilikedherbodymore.Hername

isSharon..

Me:Sowhatisitthatyoudo?

Sharon:Iam doingmylastyearatUJ,then

weekendsIworkatthisotherbeautyand

makeupstore

Me:That'sgood

Sharon:Ialsodotutorialvideosteachingpeople

howtodotheirmakeup

Me:Nowonderwhyyourmakeupisperfect

Shesmiled..

Sharon:Iknowyou

Me:Youdo?

Sharon:WhenevertheThobakgalesaredragged

onsocialmedia,it'salwaysforsomethingbad



Me:WhatcanIsay,wehavealoveandhate

relationshipwiththemedia

Sharon:Sorryaboutyourgirlfriend,sawthatshe

passedon

Me:It'sokay

Sharon:Youneverdatedeversinceher?

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Noexactly

Sharon:Isee

Me:Areyouseeingsomeone?

Sharon:Nobeensinglefor6months,he

cheated

Me:Plansofgoingback?

Sharon:No..He'sactuallygettingmarriedtothe

ladyhecheatedonmewith

Me:That'sbetterthen,thisdatemakessense

Shelaughed..



NISSI

MycousinandAuntcameback..

MyAuntwenttothebedroom tositonthe

mattress.ItwasstillmyAunt,mycousinand

mycousin'skidswhosleephereinthehouse,

mostpeoplejustshowupandleavelater

includingmyself.I'llonlysleepoverstarting

from Thursday..

Me:Howdiditgo?

Cousin:Thelandlordgaveusthekeys,saidhe

onlygivesusonemonthtokeepFanny'sthings

inthere.Sowewilltakethem afterthefuneral.

Inthemeantimewefoundallherdocuments,at

leastshehadafuneralcoverthat'sgoingtopay

us50k

Iexhaled..



Me:That'sbetter

Aunt:Youwillgotomorrowmorningandclaim

theyshouldputthemoneyinyouraccountNissi

it'sonlyfair

Me:Westilldon'thaveafuneralpalourthatcan

helpus

Me:Whenthemoneycomesthroughwewill

seekone

Aunt:That'sbetter

Cousin:Weshouldtakeheroutofthe

governmentmortuaryassoonaspossible

Aunt:That'sbetter

Cousin:Itsaysthatthemoneywillreflectafter

24hoursofclaiming

Me:Iwonderiftheywillagreetogiveusadeath

certificate

Cousin:Weneedittoclaim



Me:I'm coming

IwalkedoutandmadeacalltoVic,ittookalot

inmetocallhim withregardstothis..

Vic:Nissi

Me:Goodmorning

Vic:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Vic:I'm well

Me:Idon'tknowhowyougoingtotakethisand

I'm sorry

Vic:What'stheproblem?

Me:MySister'sfuneralcoverwehaven't

claimedyetandIfeelit'sgoingtotakeawhile

togetthemoneysincewedon'thaveadeath

certificate.Iwasaskingifyoucouldborrowme

themoneyI'llrepayyoubackwhenthecover

paysoff



Vic:Howmuchisneeded?

Me:I'm notsurebutthecoverisgoingtopay

50k

Vic:I'llsenditthrough

Me:Thankyouverymuch,I'llrepayyou

Vic:No..50kisnothingtome,takeitasourway

ofhelpingout

Me:Thankyouverymuch,Itrulyappreciateit

TSHEPISO

Afterbreakfastwetookawalkaround.Shewas

checkingafewclothes.Womenlovenicethings,

andwhenyouareabletospoilthem thenyou

willbeabletokeepthem andcontrolthem.We

wereatZarashewascheckingshoes..

Sharon:Thesearebeautiful



Me:Theywouldlookgoodonyou

Sharon:Quiteexpensivetoo

Me:Let'smakeadeal,Ibuythem foryouand

youbecomemine

Shelookedatme..

Me:Can'tbuyshoesforsomeonethat'snot

goingtobemine

Sharon:Uhm..Areyousure?

Me:Yes...Areyouagreeing?

Shenodded..

Iagree..

Me:Takethem then

Shetookthem andwewalkedtopay..

NISSI



Vicreallycamethroughforus.Hedidsendthe

money,butinsteadof50khesent55k.

ThejoyIgotdeepinsideofme..

Me:Someoneborrowedmethemoney,wewill

paybackwhenthecovercomesthrough

Cousin:Friendsinhighplaces?

Me:Fatherinlawtobemoreexact

Cousin:Youareblessedandyoudeserveit

Me:Firstthingtomorrowmorningwewillgo

andcheckoutafuneralcover,hopetheydon't

chargeusalot

Cousin:Metoo,butatleastwecanstart

preparingforthefuneralnow

Me:Verytrue

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Dayspassedandthefuneralarrangements

werecomingtogetherbeautifully.Thefuneral

coverpaidoutassoonaswesubmittedallthe

necessarydocuments.IwantedtogiveFannya

welldignifiedfuneral,shedeservesit.My

Motherhadabeautifulfuneralbutfundswere

straining,withFannyit'sdifferent.Wehaveall

thefundsandshedeservestobeburiedexactly

howshelivedherlife.Mysister'slifestylewas

flashy,thisisagoodwaytosendheroff..

ItwasaFridayandwewerecarryingoutthe

lastandfinalarrangements.Itwasverybusy,it

wasaFridayafternoon..Ireceivedacallfrom

Tpee..

Me:Thobakgale



Tpee:Howiseverythinggoing?

Me:Everythingisgoingoutwell

Tpee:I'm glad,sorryIwon'tbeabletomakeit

Me:Noit'sokay..Iunderstand

Tpee:Letmenotkeepyou

Me:Okay

Tpee:I'llcallyoulater

Me:Noproblem

Tpee:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hewon'tbeabletomakeittomorrowbecause

hehasaworkshoptoattendtoo,workrelated...

TSHEPISO

SinceNissiisbusyplanningforhersister's



funeralIdecidedtotakeShazoutforthe

weekend,wehavebecomeprettycloseandit's

easytohidemyaffairsinceNissihasbeenbusy

withthefuneralarrangementsallweek...

Itwasn'tanintenseweekendgateway,wewere

goingtoagamereserve.Justsomething

simplebutadventurous..

Shaz:OkayitseemslikeIhaveeverything

haven'tforgottentopackupanything

Me:Wejustgoingfortheweekend

Shaz:Ithinkwecango

Me:Getinthecarthen,weweresupposedtobe

goneaboutanhourago

Shaz:YeahyeahIknow

Shekissedmeonmycheekthenwentandgot

inthecar..WeweregoingtotheSabiSand



gamereserve,shewasprettyexcitedaboutit..

Me:Areyouready?

Shaz:YesIam

NISSI

Khayamadeastopatmyhousetoenquire

aboutthetimetomorrowandseehow

everythingisgoing..

Khaya:Everythingseemstobegoingwellwith

thearrangements,theycomingtogethervery

well

Me:Yeswehavetriedtoputeverything

together

Khaya:Istillcan'tbelieveshe'sgone

Me:Metoo



Khaya:Lifeisunfair

Me:Lifeisunpredictable

Khaya:ImeanFanny,shewasfulloflife

Me:Toomuch

Khaya:Butthere'snothingwecandoaboutit,

she'sgoneandwehavetoacceptandtrytolive

withit

Me:There'snothingwecando

Khaya:Sothefuneralisat10am tomorrow?

Me:Yes

Khaya:Servicestartsat9am?

Me:No..Theservicestartsat10am,weleave

forthecemeteryat11am

Khaya:I'llbehereat10am toattendtheservice

Me:Pleasealertthoseyouknowtoowhoknew

herthatwecan'treach

Khaya:I'lldoso..Sodidyouhavetimetotalkto



Tpee?

Me:No..Notyet

Khaya:It'sokay..Iunderstand

Me:Howsureareyouaboutthis?

Khaya:Tpeeismycousin,whywouldIlieabout

this

Me:SamecousinIleftyoufor,andhe'snotyour

bloodcousin

Khaya:Iam notthatevilNissi

Me:Youboughtmefor50kKhayaremember?

Khaya:I'vemademymistakesIagreeandI

don'tblameyoufornotbelievingme,Iwasjust

tellingyouwhatIknow

Me:Thankyou

Khaya:Ishouldleave

Me:Seeyoutomorrow

Hewalkeduptohiscar..



SHARON

TpeeandIhaveknowneachotherforonlya

shortwhilebutheisprovingtobethebest

boyfriendthatIhaveeverdated.Nottomention

thatheisveryrich,soIgota3inone.Rich,

handsome,andbeingthebest..

AshewasdrivingItookavideowhilstmusic

wasplaying..

Tpee:Thisislikethe4thvideoyouhavetaken

Me:Sowhat?Anythingwrongwithshowingoff

myboyfriend?

Tpee:Notatall,it'sjustannoying

Ilaughed..



Me:Yousogrumpy

Istoppedthevideoanduploadeditonmy

socialmedia,taggingandmentioninghim inthe

process..

Me:Canwemakeastoptogetsomethingto

eat?

Tpee:Thenlookoutforanyrestaurant

Me:Okay

Iincreasedthevolume..

NISSI

Theybroughtinthemeatandvegetables..

Cuz:That'salotofmeat

Me:Ifiguredalotofpeoplewillcome,Fanny

waspopulararoundhere

Cuz:Verytrue



Wehiredacateringcompanythatwillcome

latertopeelandchopthevegetables,thenthey

willcometomorrowmorningtostartwiththe

cooking..

Sheedacalledme..

Me:Letmetakethiscall

Cuz:Okay

Imovedawaytoanswerthecall..

Me:Hello

Sheeda:Hellobabyhowareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Sheeda:I'm goodtoo..Iwascallingtofindout

atwhattimethefuneralis?

Me:theservicestartsat10an

Sheeda:VicandIwewillbethere

Me:Isn'thegoingtotheworkshop?

Sheeda:Whatworkshop?



Me:Isn'tthereaworkshopthisweekend?

Sheeda:It'ssometimenextmonth

Me:Ohwmust'vemixedupthedates

Sheeda:It'sokay..Ijustdon'tunderstandwhy

Tpeewouldgoonaboy'stripthisweekend

knowingverywellthatwehaveafuneralto

attend

Tpee'sstoryisnotmatching.Hetoldmehewas

goingtoaworkshop,workrelated.Thenhetold

hisMom he'sgoingonaboy'strip,that'sjust

insane.

Sheeda:I'llseeyoutomorrowmorningbaby

Me:Okaythankyou

Sheeda:Byebaby

Me:Bye

SHARON



Wemadeastoptogetsomethingtoeat...

Me:Thankyouagainfortheweekendgateway

Tpee:Youwelcome,Ialsoneededsomeair

Me:Howfararewe?

Tpee:Nottofar

Me:Okay

Tpee:Pleasetellmeyouwon'ttakeanypictures?

Ichuckled..

Me:NoI'm good

Tpee:Good!

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

SATURDAY

Fanny'sfuneralwasbeautiful.Itwasexactly

whatIwantedittobe,shewaslaidtorest

peacefully.Istilldidn'tcry,notbecauseIdidn't

havetearsbutbecausecryingwon'tbringher

back.Realityhasdawnedonme,thatfrom

hereonI'm alone.Lifeisneverguaranteedtobe

easy,thekeytolivingastablelifeistofocuson

thegoodahead.Ihavesomethingworkingin

myfavourrightnow,Ihaveschooltolook

forwardtoo.Ihaveanewlifetostartandbetter

myselfwhereIcan.From nowon,Iam making

avowtomyselfthatIwillputmefirstin

everythingIdo.Icomefirsttome..



VicandSheedadidcomeandattendedthe

funeral,Iwassogratefulthattheycameto

supportme.Theydidn'tstaybehindtoeat,

whenwegotbackfrom thecemeterytheysaid

theirgoodbyesandleft..

Iwasstandingoutsideinasecludedareawith

myAuntandCousin.Ineededtotalktothem,

thehousewasnotagoodplace.Itwasbusy,

peopleweregoingupanddown..

Me:IwannathankBothofyou,youshowed

yourfaithfulnessandsupportforme.Both

whenMom passedonandalsowithFanny.I

am grateful.It'shardtofindloyaltyinrelatives,

butyouguyshaveshowedmehowtrueyouare

Aunt:WewillneverturnourbacksonyouSisi,

youaremySister'schild



Cuz:Youaremorethanmycousin,youaremy

sister

Me:CuzIwouldlikeforyoutokeeponliving

hereinmyMother'shousewithyourkids,Iwill

helpyouwhereIcan

Cuz:I'dlikethat

Me:WiththatbeingsaidIwouldliketogive

eachofyouR5000asmywayofsayingthank

you

Aunt:Youdon'thavetooNissi,wearefamily

oursupportshouldn'tbebought.It'swhat

familydoes,bethereforeachother

Me:Iknowthisjustmywayofshowingmy

gratitude,theremainingmoneyIwilltrytofix

mymother'shousehereandthere.Thenalso

keepsomeforacleansing

Cuz:Weareverygratefulthankyou

Aunt:Wewillalwaysbehereforyou



Me:ThankyouMamncane

Shehuggedme..

TSHEPISO

IwassittingandwatchingShazswimming.I

thoughtIwouldenjoythisweekendgateway

withherbutIdidn't.IwasmissingNissiterribly

bad,andIfeelbadfornotattendingthefuneral.

Fornotshowinghersupport.

Shaz:Hey!

Ilookedather..

Shaz:WhereisyourMindat?

Me:Justthinkingaboutwork

Shaz:Yousupposedtoberestingandlayingoff

work,wasn'tthatpartoftheplan?

Me:Ihaveanimportantjob,Iam alwayson



standby

Shaz:Ilikethisplace,it'speaceful

Me:Itsureis

Shaz:Wehavealunchreservationinanhour

right?

Me:Yeahwedo

Shaz:Letmegetoutofthewaterandgo

prepare

Me:Cool

Shegotoutofthewater..

NISSI

Me:SoIwantyoutotakeFanny'sclothes,you

guysarealmostthesamesize

Cuz:Areyouserious?



Me:Yes

Cuz:Wow..Fannyusedtodressnice,her

clothesareexpensive

Me:That'swhyIwantyoutohavethem,she

would'vewantedyoutohavethem

Cuz:ThankyouCuz

IsawKhayastandingbyhiscarwithsome

guys..

Me:I'm coming

Iwalkeduptothem...

Me:Hey

Helookedatme..

Khaya:Heyhowareyouholdingup?

Me:I'm goodandhowareyou?

Khaya:I'm good..Fannywaslaidtorestfinally

Me:Yes..Thankyouforcoming



Khaya:Don'tmentionit

Me:Haveasafedriveback

Khaya:Thankyou

Iwalkedbacktothehouse..

TSHEPISO

Wewentbacktoourroom soShazcoulddress

up..

Shaz:Youseem downtoday

Me:Iam goodShaz,justgetdone

Shaz:Whybringmehereifyouknewthatyou

won'tenjoyyourself

Me:AsI'vetoldyou,Ihadalotofworktoattend

too

Shaz:Takingoutonedayfrom yourbusy

schedulewouldkillyou



Me:Iam sorrybutareyouanactingCEOofone

ofthetoppharmaceuticalcompanies?

Shaz:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat

Me:Idon'tcarehowyoumeantit,justgetdone

andlet'sgotothisstupidlunchsowecanget

backandI'llgetbacktomylife

Shaz:Sho!!

Me:Whatwasthat?

Shaz:Nothing

Me:Icancutthistripshort,wecanleave

tonight

Shaz:Finebyme..I'drathergobacktomy

normallifethanbeherewithsomeonewho

clearlydoesn'twanttobehere!Yousuchajerk!

Sheclickedhertongue,Ilostmymarbles..

Iwalkeduptoherasshewasmakingherselfto

thebathroom.Igrabbedneckfrom theback

andhitherforeheadagainstthewallhard..



Shaz:Ahhh!

Iletgoofherasshefell..

Me:Isaidfinishupsothatwecangotothe

stupiddinnerIdon'thavetimeforyour

nonsense!

NISSI

IwenttoZuko'shouse.Wehadboughtflying

fishyesterdaysothatwecoulddrinktoday.

Ididn'tcareaboutharmingthebabybecause

I'm goingtoabortsoon..

Zuko:Sowhenareyougoingtodotheabortion?

Me:IwasthinkingonMonday

Zuko:That'stoosoon

Me:Yajustwannagetitoveranddonewith

Zuko:Don'tyouhavesecondthoughts?



Me:ThesecondthoughtsIhaveisthatI

shouldn'thaveallowedthismantoimpregnate

me,nowaninnocentsoulisgoingtosuffer

Zuko:Heisthatbad?

Me:He'sthedevil'sincarnate,Ifearthatbeing

withhim..Hewillendupkillingmeonedayor

breakingmedownreallybad

Zuko:Iunderstand

Me:Ican'triskthat,Ihavesomuchgoingonfor

mecurrently

Zuko:Isupportyouinallthatyoudo

Me:Thankyoufriend

SHARON(SHAZ)

Myheadwasbanging,Ihadabumponmy

forehead.Ihadthisimpoundingheadachefrom



whathappenedintheroom.TshepisoisaJerk

that'sapparent,butIneverimaginedhim tobe

awomanbeater.That'sbelowthebelt..

Iwasnowhappythatwewillbedrivingback

tonight,Inolongerwannapartakeninthistrip.

Hemightkillme..

Iwasveryquietasweatelunch,Ididn'twanna

sayanythingthatwouldpisshim off

Heseemsunstable,he'smoodschangequicker

thanthespeedoflightning.

Iam planningonleavinghim theminutewe

arriveinGauteng..Ican'triskmylifelikethis

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

AFEW DAYSLATER

Istayedathomeforafewdaysafterthefuneral,

thenwheneverythingwassortedwithFanny's

thingsthat'swhenIleft.Whenherclothesand

furniturewasfetchedandgotcleansed,I

carriedonelastactandthatwasdoingthe

abortion.Theabortionprocesswasnotashow

Ipicturedittobe.

Ithoughtitwouldbeasimpleandpainless

procedure,buthowthatwomancarrieditout.It

wasthemostpainfulthingI'veeverhadtogo

through,morepainfulthanperiodpains.She

literallyputsomethingdeepinsideofmeto



retractthebaby,itwasn'tagoinandtakethe

babyout.Ittookalotinhertopullthebabyout

andtheremainingtissueinside.Itwasthe

worst,butshepromisedthatIwouldbefinein

notime.

It'sbeen3daysstraight,I'm experiencing

bleedingandcramps.Unbearablecramps..The

bleedingwaslightatfirst,thenitpickedupand

gotworse.ThenIhadtobetakentothe

hospital,Iwasadmitted.TheDrfigureditout

thatIhadabortedbutIaskedhim tokeepit

betweenus,andsayitwasamiscarriage.

DoctorandPatientconfidentiality..Thesaddest

partaboutthis,isthatmywombwasdamaged

intheprocess.Thetoolsthatwereusedweren't

friendly.Mywombisscarredandswolleninside,

Drsaidthere'sahighpossibilitythatmywomb

won'tbeabletocarryababyfullterm anymore.

Apartofmewasalittlebroken,regretful.What

Iwanted,wastojustgetridofthepregnancy



andnothingmore.

Tshepiwalkedinholdingabasket..

Tshepi:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Heputthebasketonthesmallcabinet..

Tshepi:Howareyou?

Me:I'm gettingwell,thecrampsaren'ttoobad

anymoreandthebleedingisnolongerthat

muchtoo

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Tshepi:That'sbetter..WhatelsedidtheDrsay?

Me:Otherthanwhatweallknow,nothing

Hesatdown..

Tshepi:Whatcouldhavepossiblyhappened?

Me:Iwasinalotofpain,Fanny'sdeathtooka



tollonmeharderthanIexpectedittoo

Tshepi:Iunderstand

Heheldmyhands..

Idon'tunderstandTshepi,heshowsno

emotions,hehasnoemotions.Eversincehe

foundoutaboutthemiscarriage,Ihaven'tseen

anyemotionfrom him.It'slikehehasnoheart,

norasoulinhim.He'scold...

Me:Youdidn'thavetocome,youcould'vebeen

atwork

Tshepi:Iwantedtopassbyherefirst,checkout

howyouholdingup

Me:AtleasttomorrowI'm gettingdischarged

Hekissedmyhandagain..

Tshepi:I'm gladyougettingdischargedtoo,I've

missedyou

Me:I'vemissedyoutoo



Hisphonerang..

Tshepi:Ihavetotakethis,it'stheoffice

Me:Okay

Hestoodupandwalkedawaytoanswerhis

phone.Iknowforafactthatthismanis

cheatingonme,Isawthesigns.Youknow

whenyourManischanging...

VICTHOBEKGALE

Attainingricheshonestlyisthemosthardest

thingtodo.Iwouldn'tbethisrichnorruna

multimillionrandcompanyandaprivatecollege

justbyworkinghard.Therehadtobe

somethingIdofrom myside,togetmeto

whereIam today.That'swhenIsoldmysoulto

thedevil.MywifeafterourSon,shefell

pregnantatleast4timesandallthosebabies



neversurvived.Theywerebloodsacrifices,but

wetoldnoone.Nooneknows,notevenTshepi.

That'showwemanaged,orratherhowmuch

I'vemanagedtostayafloatwithmyriches,

thoughnowthesacrificeshasstoppedwithmy

family.Nowit'sjustdoingitwiththepublic...

Maxknockedandmadehiswayin..

Max:Sir

Me:Goodmorning

Max:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandhowareyou?

Max:I'm wellSir

Ilookedathim...

Max:Wetestedtheviraldisease

Me:Yes?

Max:Itisreadytobecarriedout



Me:Whichcountryhasagreedtohelpus?

Max:About5countries

Me:Andthecute?

Max:There'snocurebutitcanbecontrolledby

meds

Inodded..

Me:Atleast100000deathsfirstbeforewe

realesethemeds

Max:understoodSir

Me:Givemethelistofthecountriesthathave

agreedI'lltalktothem

Max:YesSir

Hehandedmethefile...

NISSI



Tpeewalkedbackin..

Tpee:Ihavetogo,somethingIhavetoattend

tooatwork

Me:Okay

Tpee:I'llseeyoulater

Me:Noproblem

Hekissedme..

Tpee:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hewalkedout,andtheDrwalkedin..

Dr:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Dr:Howareyoufeelingthismorning

Me:I'm feelingbetter,muchbetterthanhowI

waswhenIwaswhenIgotdischarged

Dr:Sheopenedmyfile



Me:Thankyouforyoukeepingmysecret

Dr:Youmypatient,andIrespectPatientand

Daughterconfidentiality

Me:Thankyou

Dr:WellthenIwillsignyouofftobedischarged

tomorrowmorning

Me:Thankyou

Dr:Youwelcome

TSHEPISO

Somethingdidn'tmakesensewithNissi's

miscarriage.There'salotofloopholesandI

havetoomanysuspicions.Somethingisnot

rightandthestorydoesn'tfitwell..Iwaitedat

thereception,andIsawherDrpassing.

Iwalkeduptoher..



Me:Goodmorning

Dr:Goodmorning

Me:Howareyou?

Dr:I'm wellandhowareyou?

Me:I'm good

Dr:CanIhelpyou?

Me:Doyoustillrememberme?

Dr:YesIdo

Me:I..Drthere'ssomethingIdon'tunderstand

here

Dr:Yes?

Me:Whywasthehospitalquickindisposingthe

baby

Dr:ItwasattherequestoftheMother,she

wantedthehospitaltohandleeverything.There

wasasignedagreementIcanshowittoyou

Me:Thefatherdoesn'thaveasay?



Dr:Ithinkthisisthesituationthatyoudiscuss

withtheMotherofyourchild

Me:Wasitreallyamiscarriage?Nissiwas

almostinhersecondtrimesterofftheredzone

Dr:Areyouaccusingusofsomething?

Me:NoIjustwannaknowifitwasreallya

miscarriagebecausethere'salotthatdoesn't

makesensewiththissituation

Dr:Ihavetoattendtootherpatients

Me:Iunderstand,thankyouforyourtime

Shesmiledandwalkedaway..

VICTHOBAKGALE

Ireceivedacallfrom theAbraxas..

Me:Yourhighness

Abraxas:Ithoughtyousaidyouweredonewith



sacrificingyourblood,hencewhyyoustarted

thecompanytosacrificesoulsfrom theworld

Me:Thatwasthedeal

Abraxas:ThebloodofyourGrandchildwas

spilled,thesoulofyourGrandchildwastaken

Me:Yesmy..MySon'sgirlfriendhada

miscarriage

Abraxas:YourGrandchildwaskilled,itwasan

abortion

Ichuckled..

Me:Youmustbemistaken

Abraxas:I'm nevermistaken,theMotherofthe

babyaborted

Me:What?

Abraxas:Don'tworry,itworkedinyourfavour,a

greatsacrifice

Me:Isee



Abraxas:Iwillbeintouch

Me:Yesyourhighness

Shehungup..Islammedmyphoneagainstthe

table..

Me:DammitNissi!

NISSI

Sheedawalkedin...

Sheeda:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Sheeda:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Sheeda:I'm well

Shegavemeahug..

Sheeda:Howareyouholdingup?



Me:Ifeelmuchbetter

Sheeda:That'sgoodtohear

Shesatdown..

Sheeda:I'm sorryaboutwhathappened,I

understandwellwhatyougoingthrough.I

understandwhyyoudidn'twanttohavea

funeralandaskedforcremation.Irespectyour

decision,thoughotherswillfeelsomehow

aboutitbut..Iunderstandbecauseonlyyouare

goingthroughthepainandnoonewill

understand

Me:Thankyou

Sheheldmyhand..

Sheeda:I'm gladyoutakingthiswell,youhave

yourwholelifeaheadofyou

Inodded..

Me:That'swhatI'm lookingforwardtoo

.



Tobecontinued
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NISSI

ThefollowingmorningTshepiwastheonethat

fetchedmefrom thehospital.Iwashappytobe

outofhere,gobacktomylifeandstartover.

Renewmylifeandcreateabetterfuturefor

myself.Afuturethatwon'thurtme,afuturethat

willbringmepeaceandsuccess.Makebetter

decisions,decisionsthatwillbenefitmylifeina

verypositiveway..

Iwasexcitedandlookingforwardtostart

school.TomorrowIhavetogodowntothe

collegeandregister.I'm abitlate,butI'm going

totryhardtocatchup.Iwasgooglingthesalary



payscaleofaPharmacistinSouthAfrica,andI

wasgreatlysatisfiedwiththeresults.Theyearn

alotofmoney,andthecourseseemspretty

interesting..

Me:Youdidn'thavetofetchme

Hedidn'tsayanythingforasecond.

Tpee:IsitwrongthatI'm fetchingyou?

Me:Noit'snot,Iwasspeakingintermsofhow

muchofabusymanyouare.Youarerunninga

bigandimportantcompany,youstilllearning

theropessoyouhavetobeinvestedfulltime

Tpee:Don'tworryaboutmyshit,worryabout

yours

(Silence)

Tpee:Tellmesomething

Me:Okay



Tpee:Whythefuckdoyouwannagotoschool

again?

Me:Pardon?

Tpee:Whydoyouwannagotoschool?Idon't

understand.I'm rich,werich.Youdon'thaveto

workadayinyourlife

Me:Iwannabeindependent,Iwannabemy

ownperson

Tpee:Youjusttryingtomilkusoffandthengo

packingwhenthingsworkoutforyouisn'tit?

Youjustinittobetteryourself

Me:I'm flatteredthatyouthinksolittleofme

(sarcasm)

Tpee:Thenwhatisit?

Me:Forsomeonewhoischeating,youseriously

areemotional

Tpee:Whatthefuckdidyoujustsay?

Ikeptquiet..



Tpee:Iaskedyouaquestion!

Me:I'm nofoolokay?Iknowyoucheatingon

me

(Silence)

Tpee:Shewasnotimportant

Me:Iam justtiredokay

Tpee:Tiredofwhat?

Me:Ofeverythingokay?I'vebeenthroughalot

andI'm justtired

Tpee:Beenthroughalot?Wejustlostourbaby

andI'm notseeingyoucryingormoved

Me:I'm notseeingyoumovedtoo

Tpee:YouarethefuckenMother,Youcarried

theBabyyoutheonewhoissupposedtobe

moreemotionalthananyoneelse

Me:WellI'm not!

Tpee:Younotbecauseitwasnotafucken



miscarriagewasit?

Ikeptquiet..

Tpee:Youfuckenaborteddidn'tyou?

Istillkeptquiet..

Tpee:Didn'tyou?

Me:Whywouldn'tIabortwhenIwasgoing

throughthemostandmyboyfriendwasout

therewithanotherwoman!WhywouldIwanna

dothattomyself?

Tpee:Fuckenbitch!!!!

Hepulledover..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Hegotoutofthecarandgrabbedmyarm..

Me:Thobakgalestop!

Hepulledmeoutfrom hissideandIfellonthe

tarroad.Wewereinthemiddleofnowhere..

Tpee:Comehere



Hedraggedmetothebackofthecar.Notonly

that,hetookoffhistieandtiedmyhands

together.Thenhelookedforaspotwherehe

wouldtiemetothecarandhedid.

Me:Thobakgaleno!!

Hewentbacktothecarandstarteddriving.

VICTHOBAKGALE

Iwasintheboardroom inaveryimportant

meeting,whenIstartedtofeelabitdizzy.

Imovedoverandplacedmyhandsonthetable

andclosedmyeyes..

Max:AreyouokaySir?

Me:Ijustneedaglassofwater

Max:I'llgetyou

Me:Thankyou



Isatdownonthechair..

NISSI

Hedrovemeonthatroadforatleast30min,

justdrivingbackandforthwithnocarcoming

ourway.Themostscarypartaboutthis

situationwashim eventuallydrivingoverme

andkillingmelikeadog.Itwasnouse

screaming,hewasn'tgoingtohearmeandhe

didn'tcare.Myheartbeatwasracingveryfast,

thoughtIwasgoingtohaveaheartattackand

actuallydiebeforehekillsme.

Hestoppedthecar.Iwaswearingadressso

mybodywasbruised.Hedidanumberonme.I

heardhim gettingoutofthecar,thenhecame

tome.Hecrouchednexttome.



Tpee:Ithoughtthatthecarwould'vekilledyou

beforeIdid

Me:I'm sorry(crying)

Tpee:WhyNissi?

Me:I'm sorry(crying)

Tpee:Seewhatyoudoingtoyourself?Seehow

youmakingmetotreatyou?

Me:I'm reallysorry(crying)

Heuntiedmeandgotmeuptomyfeetby

grabbingontomybraids.Mykneeswere

wobbly,Ifeltwetnessinmythighsanddress.I

thinkIhaveurinatedonmyselfandthesanitary

padhadshifted.Itwasurinemixedwithblood

becauseIwasstillbleeding,butnottoomuch..

Hespatonme..

Tpee:Youaredisgusting!Getinthecar



VICTHOBEKGALE

Ihadtogobacktomyoffice.Iwasn'tfeelingso

well.Iclosedthedoorandsatdown.Iwasdizzy,

weak,andfeelingveryhot..

Isawsmokeintheoffice,thentheAbraxas

showedup..

Abraxas:VincentThobekgale

Ilookedather..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Abraxas:YouknowIdon'tdopersonalcalls

unlessit'sreallyimportant

Iswallowed..

Me:I'm servingtheIlluminatifaithfully



Abraxas:Iknow

Me:Thenwhatisit?Whatistheproblem?

Abraxas:YourwifeistheProblem

Me:Mywife?

Abraxas:SheisareligiousPerson,afirm

believerintheteachingsofBuddha.Shehas

beendoingaprayertocleanseyourSon'ssoul,

cleansehim offalltheangerandaggression

Me:Sheeda

Abraxas:Wecan'thavethatnowcanwe?

Me:Iknow

Abraxas:Sowhat'sgoingtohappenisthat,we

aregoingtotakeher.She'sgoingtobea

sacrifice

Ishookmyhead..

Me:No

Abraxas:Ifshedoesn'tgo,she'sgoingtobe



yourdoom.Youwillloseeverythingthatyou

haveworkedhardfor,themoney,yourempire

Me:Therehastobeanotherway

Abraxas:Thereisnootherway..Aeshma

Thobakgaleisveryimportanttous,he'sgoing

tosucceedyou.Heisthesoleheirtothethrone,

he'sgoingtocarryonsacrificingmoresoulsfor

us.Wecan'tlosehim he'sveryimportant

Me:Iknow

Abraxas:Wedidn'ttellyoutonamehim

"Aeshma"fornoparticularreason.Hewas

namedafterthedemonofwrathandrage,it's

hisnatureanditshouldstaythatway.Tshepiso

AeshmaThobakgaleisveryimportanttousand

yourwifehastogobeforeshemessesup

everything!

NISSI



Wedrovehomeinpeace.Iwasdeadsilent,not

toosilentthough.Tearscouldn'tstopstreaming

down,Istarredoutofthewindowthewhole

entireridebackhome.Hewasstillverypissed,

drivinglikeamadpersonanddisturbing

everyoneontheroad.Idon'tunderstandwhy

Tshepi'sangeristhatoverexaggerated.When

hegetsmad,it'slikethedeviltakesover..

Whenheparkedinthedriveway,Igotoutofthe

carandwalkedupstraighttothehouse.

Iwalkedasfastasmylegscouldtakeme.

Iwalkedupstairsandwentstraighttothe

bedroom,Iwalkedintoourbathroom and

lockedmyselfinthere.Isankdowntothefloor

withmyhandcoveringmymouth.Iwasstill

shaking.

.



Tobecontinued
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VICTHOBAKGALE

Thehonesttruthisthatthere'snowayamere

mecould'vestartedapharmaceuticalcompany

inSouthAfricaandmadeitwork.Thatfieldis

filledwithruthlesspeople,whowouldn'tjustlet

amerehumanbeingstepin

There'salotthathappensinthere,it'sthe

devil'splayground.Somediseasesarecreated

forthebenefitofthatfield,andmadetolook

likeananimalbroughtitbutinactualfactwe

arebehindtheconspiracy.Hencewhyany

medicalscientistthatthreatenstobringabouta



cureforanything,theygettakenoutquickly

becauseifcuresarecreatedandtested.We

loseoutonalotofmoney..

Beforeallofthis,Iwasdoingpettycrimeswith

myBrotherVusi.Weweretheonlychildrenborn

tomyMother,andgrowingupwasn'teasy.We

wereverypoorbecauseourFatherpassedon

whenwewereyoung.Insteadofinheritingfrom

hiswill,somewomancameforthwithherkids

andclaimedtobethelegalwife.Meaningmy

Motherwasonlyajoyrideandshegotnothing.

Thatwomanevenputusoutofthehousethat

myFatherhadboughtus,wewerehomelessfor

awhilebeforemyAunttookallofusin..

MyMotherneverrecoveredfrom thatpain,she

drankheavilyandshepassedonwhenwewere

teens,leavingustobeabusedbyourAunt.



WhenIcompletedmatricIpassedverywell,but

Icouldn'tfurthermystudiesbecauseofmoney

issuessobythenVusiwasalreadydoingpetty

crimes.Ijoinedinandwemovedoutfrom my

Aunt'shousetoseekalifeofourown..

Ihavealwaysbeenobsessedwithmoneyand

power,it'ssomethingIdreamtandthought

aboutallthetime.Ididn'tknowthatthedevil

wouldhonourmyobsession,Iwasn'tputoutto

this.TheAbraxasactuallyvisitedmeinmy

dreamsandaskedwhatIwishedfor,shecould

makemywishcometrue.Shewaslikeagenie

inabottle,whenImadethatwishshemade

thingshappenforme.HereIam today..Igotit

betterthantheothersbecauseIwasgoingto

beinafieldwhereIcoulddestroyandkill

people,thoughIwastoldIwouldonlyhaveone

childinmylifeandwhatIneededtonamehim..

Tshepiisnotpossessed,buthehasthetraits



andthenatureofthedemon.Inoticed

somethingwasoffwithhim from sincewhen

hewasyoung,hisangerwasoverexaggerated.

AsfarasmySonknows,he'sBipolar...

Iam hurtthatitwillhavetocometothis,Ilove

andcareformyfamilysomuchbutIcan'tlose

whatIhave.IfSheedahastodie,thenbesoit.

Herdeathhastobetragic,bloodhastobe

spilled.It'sgoingtobehardbutwewillpull

through..Ididn'tgetthisjusttoloseitall.I

actuallyhadtoleavethepettycrime,goto

varsityaftertheAbraxascametome.Ihadto

getqualificationsasafrontsothatwhenIget

investigateditwillshowthatIdidgotoschool..

NISSI

ItookabathandtriedtosleepbutIcouldn't.



Myheartwastoobrokenandmybodywas

aching,Icouldn'tstopcrying.Idon'tunderstand

whyIkeeponattractingthesecrazyMen,firstit

wasKhayanowTpee.WorsewithTpee,heis

thedevil.Hehasnoheartandhehasnosoul,

sometimesloveisnotenough..

WhenIfailedtoachievetheneededsleep,I

wentdownstairstomakemyselfsomethingto

eatorgetadrink.Ialwaysthoughtthatmoney

waseverything,thatmoneycanbuyone

happinessandwithallthemoneythatthe

Thobakgale'shave,Ihaveneverseensucha

brokenfamily.Behindthismansion,alotgoes

down..

Iwalkedinonthechefpreparinglunch..

Me:Goodafternoon

Shelookedatme..



Her:GoodafternoonMsNissi

Me:Goodafternoon

Her:Iwasjustpreparinglunch

Me:Isee..Idon'tthinkothersarearound,it's

onlyme.Youdon'thavetoprepareallofthis

Her:It'stherulesMsNissi,lunchhastobe

preparedwhetherthere'speoplearoundornot

Me:Soiftheydon'teatwhathappenstothe

food?

Her:Itgetsthrownout

Me:Wait?Allthisfoodisgoingtogetthrown?

Afterallthepreparation?

Shechuckled..

Her:Igetpaideitherway

Me:Wow!

Her:IthoughtyouknewtheThobakgalesby

now,MrVicmakesaround100millayear.Heis



worthheisworth800millalltogethereversince

hestartedthecollegeandthepharmaceutical

company,inafewyearstimehewillbewortha

billion,hewillnolongerbeamillionairebuta

billionaire

Me:Wooooow

Her:Readabouthim whenyougetthetime

Me:Isurewill..Ineedaglassofwinetodown

this,thisistoomuchformetotakein

Shechuckled..

Her:Youareblessedtobeinthisfamilytrust

me

Me:Ifeellikeit'sacursethanablessing,money

isnoteverything

Her:Thatisalsotruebutdoyouknowhow

manygirlswoulddietobeinyourpositionright

now?

Me:Onlybecausetheydon'tknowwhatgoes



down

Her:Doyouwannatalk?

Me:Noit'sokay..I'lljustvisitthebar

Her:VerywellMam

TSHEPISO

Ineededsomevibe,neededtocooloff.Carl

wasbusy,soIdrovedowntovisittheworst

humanbeingever,Gesh.Sincehe'sclearlypart

ofourcrewnow,Iwillhavetoaccepthim..The

Kasivibewilldefinitelychangemymood,

there'salotoffunthatgoesdownthere..

WewerechillingatthePub,havingsomemeat,

Pap,chakalakaanddrinks..Thepubwasn'tfull,

andthat'sokay.Ijustneededfreshairfrom

whathappenedtoday..



Mysalaryclockedin,350k.WhenIam

appointedCEO,itwillmoveto500kamonth.

Gesh:Andthen?Aeshma?

Hewaslookingatmytattooonmyarm,Ihad

rolledupthesleeveofmyshirt...

Me:It'smysecondname

Gesh:Whatdoesitmean?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Neverreallycheckeditout

Itransferred20ktoNissi'sbankaccount,that's

theallowanceshewillgetfrom meevery

month..

.



Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Howcanpeoplebesorichandbesomiserable?

Doesn'tmoneybuyyouallthehappinessyou

needintheworld?Ithoughtuspoorpeople

werethemiserableones,buttheThobekgales

haveprovedotherwise.

Theyareabrokenfamily,theynothappy.

That'sthemostsaddestthingthatI'veever

experiencedandrealizedwithmylivinghere.



Iconsoledmyselfwithabottleofwineand

sleepingthroughouttheday.Iwasinan

unexplainableemotionalstate.Sad,Pained,

fearful.Therewasn'tanyemotionofhappiness

inme,Idon'tknowwhatIgotmyselfinto..

TshepiwalkedinonmeasIhadjustgottenout

oftheshower.Themoodchanged,the

environmentwasn'twelcoming.Iwasscared,I

wasscaredofhim andwhathecouldpossibly

dotome.Icouldnoticethathewasinamood

ofhisown.Shirthalfbuttoned,notfullytucked

in.Reddisheyes,andhisfacialexpression

provedthathewasfightingdemonsofhisown..

Hegotclosertomeandmybodyfrozeinterror.

Iwasdeadscared,andhewasovercomingme

withfear..



Tshepi:Iforgiveyou..Iforgiveyouforwhatyou

didandIwantyoutoforgivemetooforwhatI

didtoday

Iswallowed...

Tshepi:Iadmitthatthingshaven'tbeenquite

goodbetweenus,thesepastdayshavebeen

heavyonusandIwannamoveonfrom that.

Tomorrowit'sanewday,Iwantustowakeup

inabettermoodandbettermindset

Ididn'tsayanything,Iwasscaredtosay

somethingthatincaseIpisshim off..

HenearedcloserandIfrozemore..

Tshepi:I'm notgoingtohurtyou

Heheldmyhand,Iwasshaking..

Tshepi:Ilovedyoufrom theveryfirstdayIsaw

you,andIknewfrom thenthatIwantedto

spendtherestofmylifewithyou.Ihaveloved

before,butnotasmuchasIloveyou.Youare



anamazingwoman,calm,humbleandvery

warm.Idon'tseemyselfspendingeverydayof

mylifewithoutyou.Iam thehardestpersonto

loveIknow,andimpossibletounderstandbut

understandthis..Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuch

BythistimeIwasveryemotional.Icouldn't

stopthetearsthatwereburningmyeyes.

Hiswordsseem sorealandtruebuthisactions

Idon'tknow.Whathappenedearlier,itshowed

meabrutalsideofhim.AsideIneverwantto

seeanymore..

Hecamecloseragain,realclose.Heuntiedmy

ropeandletitfelldowntothefloor.

Tearsstreameddown.Iwasbuttnaked,Istill

hadbruises.Mybodywasstillaching..



Hewrappedhisstrongarm aroundmywaist,

thenhekissedmeonmyshoulder.Iclosedmy

eyesandtearsfell.Hekissedmeonmyneck,

thenfinallykissedmywetcheek..

Heputhisotherhandonmyothercheek,the

onearoundmywaist.Hehadafullgriponme

asiflikehedidn'twantmetobreakawayfree

from him.HekissedmycheekagainandthenI

felthislipsagainstmyear..

Tshepi:Iloveyou

Ididn'tknowhowtorespondtohim..

Tshepi:Solongwehaveeachother,wegoingto

beokay.Iknowit'shardbutthere'snowayI'm

goingtoletyouleaveme.I'dratherloseyouto

death,thanloseyoutosomeoneelse

ThatwasanindicationenoughthatifIleavehis

goingtokillme.Hecamebackandlookedat

me.Mylipswerenowtrembling.



Tshepi:Wegoingtofigureitouttogetherright?

Inodded..

Me:Right

Tshepi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Tookalotinmetosaythosewords.

Tshepi:Saythatagain

Mythroatwasclosinginonme..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Myvoicewasbreaking,emotionswere

betrayingme..Ididn'tknowifIdidlovehim orif

fearwascompellingmetosaythat..

Tshepi:Saythatagain

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hekissedme..



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Nowbothhishandswereonmywaist,

squeezingitfordearlife..Istruggledtobreatha

little..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Thekissturnedfrom beingsmoothtobeinga

bitaggressivebutnotinapainfulwayoraway

thatwouldputmeoff..Hepushedmebackto

thebathroom,thenhepickedmeupandsatme

onthecounter..Heunbuttonedhisshirtandlet

itfellonthefloor.Heundressedhimselfuntilhe

wasnaked,healreadyhadanerection..

Me:Iam stillspotting

Tshepi:Doyouhavecramps?

Me:No

Tshepi:Thenwegoodright?

Me:Yes..Ithinkso

Hegotinbetweenmylegsandkissedme



again..Hestuckhistongueinmymouth,Iwent

withtheflowandourkissingturneddirtyasit

caneverget...

Thiswasdefinitelynotgoingtobelovemaking,

thiswasgoingtobeaserioushardcorefucking.

Havetopreparemyselfmentallyandphysically,

heisgoingtotearmeup..Aswewerekissing

heinsertedhimselfin,Ifelthim stretchingme.I

putmyhandsonhisarmsandsqueezed...

Me:Ahhhhhh..

Hestoppedkissingmeasmylipsreleasedthat

littlescream,hethrustedmoredeeper.

Me:Tshepi

Hiswarm breathhitagainmylips.Heplaced

bothhishandsonmywaistandpusheddeeper

inforthelasttime..

Me:Ahhhhhhhh...



Hewassqueezingmywaisttoo...

Hecontinuedpumpingslowatfirstwithourlips

stillattachedagainsteachother.Whenmy

moansgotlouder,heincreasedthepaceand

alsostartedmoaninglouderbothagainsteach

other'slips..

VICTHOBAKGALE

Ididn'tgostraighthomeafterknockingoff.

Todayitwasdatenight,soIdrovestraightto

meetmywifeatherfavoriterestaurant..

Ipulledthechairforher,shesatdown.Ikissed

heronthecheekandwalkedovertosit

oppositeher.Sheedaisbeautiful,verybeautiful.

Shealsohasasmilethatmakeseverything

alright..Shefixedherself..



Me:Youlookbeautiful

Sheeda:Thankyou

Ipouredusthewine..

Sheeda:Howwasyourday?

Me:Mydaywasbusyasalways,can'twaitfor

TshepitofinallytakeoversoIcanhavea

breather

Sheeda:Howishecomingalong?

Me:He'snotbad,he'sreallygivingitallhisbest

Sheeda:See..Allthatyouhadtodowastobe

patientwithhim

Me:Iguessso

Ican'tbelievethatmywifeisgoingtodie..

Itwashardsittinghereandlookingather,

knowingthatshewillmeetheruntimely

becauseofmebecauseofallthechoicesI've



made..Istretchedmyhandouttohis..

Me:Let'stakeabreak,gosomewhere

Sheeda:Areyousure?Imeanwithworkand

everything?

Me:Mymarriagecomesfirst

I'veputherthroughalotofthings,alotofpain.

Affairs,notbeingalwaysthere,workingandjust

completelyshuttingherout..

Ikissedherhand..

Me:IloveyouMrsThobakgale

Sheeda:Iloveyoutoo

NISSI

Hesqueezedmywaistmoretighterand

moanedlouderasheshothisshootdeepinside

ofme.Hecalmedhimselfdownwhenhehad



relievedhimselfinthatmannerandcaughthis

breath.Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Tshepi:Thecrampsdidn'tcreepin?

Me:No

Tshepi:That'sgood

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadagainandslid

out..

Tshepi:I'm goingtoshower,Ithinkyoushould

joininaswell

Me:Okayhelpmegetdown

Hehelpedmetogetdownandhiscum ran

downme..

Tshepi:DefinitelyneedanothershowerIdon't

knowaboutlateron

Me:Lateron?

Tshepi:WegoingtobeatitforallnightIhope,



It'sbeenawhileandImissyou

Wewalkedintotheshowerandturnedthetap

on...Thewaterhadn'tgottencold..

Me:Thobakgale

Helookedatme..

Me:TomorrowmorningIam goingtoregister

atthecollege

Tshepi:OhwyaIforgotaboutthat

Me:I'llleaveearlyinthemorning

Tshepi:Wantmearoundtoholdyourhand?

Me:I'm abiggirl

Tshepi:Ireallydon'tmind

Ichuckled...

Me:I'llbefine

Tshepi:Iknowyouwillbe

Me:Soyoudon'thaveaproblem withmegoing



toschool?

Tshepi:Notanymore,solongyoupromisethat

wewillgetmarriedafteryougraduateandstart

afamily

Me:Okay

Tshepi:Okay?

Me:SolongIusecontraceptionfornow

Tshepi:Finebyme

Me:4yearsisalotoftimeformetoplanmy

escapeandgateway

Hewalkedoverandkissedme..

.

Tobecontinued
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Ilefthomethenextmorningveryearly.Iwanted

todothisandgetitdoneasearlyaspossible..

Mybodywasaching,IwastiredandIstillfelt

somebitofdiscomfortwhichmayhavebeen

initiatedbytoomuchsexualintercoursethatwe

hadlastnight..

ThingsseemedtobepeacefulfornowandI'm

tryingtokeepitlikethatuntilIhaveenough

leveragetobeoutofhereforgood.

Thedriverdidn'tdelayme,by6am wewere

alreadyontheroadtothecollege.Apartofme

wasexcitedaboutthisnewventure,another

partofmewasscared.Thisisscary,thisisa

bigopportunityformeandifImessitupit'llbe

theendofmeoratleastthefuturethatI'm

tryingtocreateformyself.



Afuturewithmeworkingforme,andnot

needingthehelpofamanwhowillendup

abusingmeeverychancethathegets..

Thedrivewasapproximately45minfrom home,

notraffickheldusbackanddelayedus.When

wedroveinIwasimpressed.Thecollegewas

nothingthatIhadinmind.

Itwasbig,andstateoftheart.Itwastidyand

therewasn'tmuchmovement.Thecollegeis

"TKschoolofPharmacy",TKbeingThobekgale.

Vicdidgoodforhimself,Idon'treallyknow

whatgoesdownintoowningauniversityora

collegebutthiswasbeautiful

ThestudentsIsawwereamixofblack,white

andIsawoneortwoIndians..



Wewenttotheparkingandparked,Itookmy

thingsandgotoutofthecar.Hewastowaitfor

mehereuntilI'm done.Ididn'tknowwhereI

wasgoingbutIwillask,Inoticedtherewere

alsosignsmorelikemapswhichdirectedyou

exactlywhereyouneededtogo.

Surprisinglytheyworeuniform.Coloursworn

red,black,andblue.Therewerethoseoneswho

werewearingred,oneswearingblack,andones

wearingblue.Ididnotunderstand,thisisa

collegenotahighschool.Itwaspantsandt-

shirts,somehadonwhiteclinicalcoatstoo..

Thiscollegeseemsstrict

TSHEPISO



Iwenttoworkabitearlierthanmyintended

time,hadafewworktocatchuponsinceIwas

offyesterdayorrathertookadayoff.

MyFatherwalkedin,Ilookedathim..

Me:Whatareyoudoingheresoearly?

Dad:ThelasttimeIrememberedthisismy

company

Ichuckled..

Hewalkedoverandsatdown,Isatonthetable

withmyotherlegonthefloor..

Dad:Ithinkyouaredoingwell

Me:Itry..RememberIusedtoworkherealong

timeagosoIknowtheropes

Dad:HowcanIforget

Me:Iactuallylikeithere

Dad:That'sgoodtohear,itmakesyoumore



grounded

Me:True

Dad:Youstillhavetoattendworkshopslearna

fewropes

Me:YeahIknow

Ilookedathim..

Me:Youwannacompletelystepdown?

Dad:No..Notcompletely,Can'tgiveyoumy

companyasyetforyoutorunitfullyonyour

own

Me:Igotyou

Dad:ButIwillstopcominginmoreoften

Me:Iunderstand

Dad:Itrustyouwillmakemeproud

Me:Iplantoimpress

Dad:Nissi



Me:Whatabouther?

Dad:She'sagoodgirl,Ilikeherforyou.Shewill

giveyoustability

Me:Sheisayt

Dad:WhatisAyt?

Me:Sheliedtome

Dad:Whatdidshelieabout?

Me:Shedidn'tmiscarry,sheaborted

Dad:Huh?

Me:Shekilledmychild

Dad:Howsureareyou?

Me:I'm deadsure

Dad:Whywouldthehospitallie?

Me:Clientconfidentiality

Dad:Youcansuethem youknow

Me:Iknow



Dad:I'm notinsupportofwhatshedidbut..

Whatwouldleadherintodoingthat?Awoman

doesn'twakeuponedayanddecidetoabort

withoutavalidreason

Me:Icheated

Hesighed..

Me:Youareinnopositiontojudgeme

Dad:Iwasn'tgoingtodothat..Sowhatnow?

Areyoulettinghergo?

Me:No..DespiteeverythingIloveherand..She

mightbeabletodealwithmyshit

Dad:Haveyoubeentakingyourpills?

Me:Theynotworking

Dad:Keepontakingthem,theywillworkifyou

consistentwiththem

Inodded..

Me:I'lltry



Dad:Soyousee?Wedon'thavetobeenemies?

Me:Probably..Let'sseenextweek

Helaughed..

Dad:Caretohavebreakfastatthecafeteria

withyouroldman?

Me:Whynot?It'snotlikeIhaveanyimportant

todo

Dad:Iwon'twastemuchofyourtime

Me:Youserious?

Hegotup..

Dad:Iliketheircroissants

Me:That'swhyyoudon'twannaretire

completely?

Dad:That'swhyIdon'twannaretirecompletely

NISSI



Ifoundthebuildingandtheywillbestartingat

9am,itwas7:30am now.Iwillbesittinghere

foralongtime..

Myphonevibrated,itwasTshepi..

Me:TshepisoThobakgale

Tpee:Hasitoccurtoyouthatwehavebeen

togetherforawhilenowandIstilldon'tknow

yourfullname?

Me:Ithoughtbeingrichcomeswith

investigatingthePerson

Tpee:Yourlifeisnotinterestingenoughforme

towasteresourceson

Ichuckled..

Me:BenniceSibiya



Tpee:HowdidyougettoNissi?

Me:Idon'tknow,Iwascalledthatfrom avery

youngage.Itsortofgrewinme

Tpee:OkayBennice

Me:Don'tstart

Tpee:Haveyouarrivedyet?

Me:Ihavejustwaitingfortheadministration

officetoopen

Tpee:Theyopenat9right?

Me:Yes

Tpee:Youshouldhavesaidandwewould've

calledtheadministrationyesterdaytoletthem

knowthatyouwillbecominginearly

Me:Idon'twantpeoplethinkingI'm getting

specialtreatment

Tpee:Youarenotjustatypicalstudentthere,

youaredatingtheSonofthevicechancellor



andthefounderoftheCollege

Me:Themorereasonwhypeopleshouldnever

knowwhoIam..Wait?Areyoustillathome?

Tpee:Attheoffice

Me:Soearly?Youdon'tstartuntil8?

Tpee:Popsisherewearegoingtoeat

breakfast

Me:FatherandSonbondingmoment

Tpee:Don'tstart

Me:Letmenotkeepyouguysthen..Wewill

catchuplateron

Tpee:IloveyouBennice

Me:IloveyoutooTpee

Tpee:Ngekesizwane(wewon'tgetalong)

Me:Thendon'tcallmebymyfullnameifyou

don'twantmecallingyouTpee

Tpee:I'llcallyoulater



Me:Okaybye

Tpee:Bye

TSHEPISO

Wegotthecroissantsandcoffee.Theyput

cheese,bacon,andlettuceinthem...

Me:Youknowthatyoucanjusthavethechef

preparethisforyouathome?

Dad:ThenIwon'tneedareasontogetoutof

homeandcomehere

Me:MayInotgetoldtobelikeyou,workandno

familytimewhatsoever

Dad:Youwantafamily?

Me:Yeah..Awifeandkids

Dad:We'veneverhadthisconversation

Me:What?Acrazylikemecan'thaveawifeand



kids?

Dad:Ididn'tsay

Me:ButIwantkidsmore,maybe1girland2

boys..Agirloraboy,twogirlsandoneboy

Dad:Agirlmustbethere?

Me:Agirlmustbethere..Thinkshewillbeable

totamethebeastinme

Dad:Thebeast?

Me:TheBipolarinme

Dad:Couldwork..Youaretheonlychild,Ineed

Grandkidsfrom youpreferablyboyswhowill

carryontheThobekgalelegacyagirlwillget

married

Me:Notmygirl

Helaughed..

Dad:Ifeelsorryforheralready

Me:Sheain'tdating,sheain'tgettingmarried



Dad:Wewillsee

NISSI

Finallytheofficeopened.Ihadallmy

documentsincludingtheletterthatVicgave

me..Iwassenttotheexactoffice..

Iknocked,thewomanlookedatme..

Her:Comein

Imademywayin..

Me:Goodmorning

Her:HowcanIhelpyou?

Sheseemeduninterested..

Me:I'm heretoregister..Forfirstyear

Shechuckled..

Her:Registrationsclosed2monthsago,we



haven'topenedfornextyear.Nexttimeplease

checkontheinternet

Me:IknowbutIam BenniceSibiya

Her:So?

Iwalkedoverandgavehertheletter,shereadit.

Hereyeswidenedabit

Her:I'm sosorry..Ididn'tknow,pleasehavea

seat

Isatdown..

Her:I'm verysorry..

Me:It'sokayyouwerejustdoingyourjob

Her:Thankyouforunderstanding,wouldyou

likesomethingtodrink?

Me:Nothankyou,I'm fine

Her:I'llgettoitnownow

Me:Thankyou

Neverthoughtthatonedayawhitewoman



wouldtrembleatmypresence..

.

Tobecontinued
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Theprocesswaseasy,theregistrationwent

well.Iwasn'tthatfaraheadthough,justhaveto

catchontheworkdonefor3months.The

uniform cameintoplay,1styearswearGrey

trimmedwithwhite,secondyearsmaroonalso

trimmedwithwhite,3rdyearsblue,andonyour

lastyearyouwearblacktrimmedwithwhitetoo.

IwasgiventhenameoftheshopwhereIcan

thescrubsastheycallthem andawhitecoat..I

wasalsogivenalistoftextbooksI'm meantto

getatthebookstore.Thecollegeisvery



grounded,there'snothingmuchyougetfrom

thelecturersotherthantheeducation.The

registrationofficecoverseverythingthatyou

needfortheyear..

WhenIwasdoneIwentdowntogetthescrubs,

theyhadallsizes.Ibought3ofthem,onewill

bedifficult.Itwillrequirewashingthem

constantly.Theyalsohadsweatersforwhenit's

cold.NowIneedgreyorwhitesneakers.After

that,Iwenttothebookstoretobuythebooks.I

usedmymonthlyallowancethatTshepigave

mebecausethemoneyforthelifeinsurance,I

gavemyAuntandcousin10keach.The30kwill

carryoutthecleansingceremonyand

tombstonesforboth..

Iboughtalaptoptoo,andIwasdowntoR5000

aftergettingeverything..



TshepicalledasIwaswalkingtothecar.

Me:Thobakgale

Tpee:Areyoustillbusy?

Me:I'm donenow,evenboughteverythingthat

wasneeded

Tpee:Andwhywasn'tItoldandgiventhe

estimatedamountforeverythingyouwillneed?

Me:Ihadmoney,themoneyyousentme

Tpee:Nexttimeinform me

Me:Isurewill

Me:Iwillpassbyatthesalontodomyhair

Tpee:Idon'tlikethatnow,there'salotof

vulturesintertiary

Ichuckled..

Me:SoImuststartmyfirstdaytomorrow

lookingugly?

Tpee:Yessoyouwon'tbenoticed



Me:Youinsane,youlookgoodalwaysandI

don'tcomplain.Yourdreadsarealwaysneatbut

youdon'tseemecomplainingaboutthe

vulturesatwork

Tpee:Wenottalkingaboutme,wetalkingabout

you

Me:Calm downI'llseeyoulaterathome

Tpee:OkayIloveyouNini

Me:Iloveyoutoo

TSHEPISO

Idon'tusuallydrinkwaterfrom thecooler,Igo

downstraighttothecafeteriatogetbonaqua

stillpumpwater..

WhenIgottomyoffice,Geshwasinmyoffice.



Hemadehimselfcomfortableonmycouch

readingoneofmybooks..

Ilookedaroundandthenlookedather..

Me:OhwI'm sorry,Ithoughtthiswasmyoffice,

actuallythelasttimeIcheckeditwasmyoffice

Heclosedthebook..

Gesh:Don'tbedramatic

Me:Howdidyouevenmakethroughuphere?

Gesh:Youaskingallthewrongquestions

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Gesh:Iam heretoaskforyourhelp

Iwalkedtomytable..

Me:Whathelp?

Gesh:Ineedyoutomanufacturemydrugs



Ilaughed..

Gesh:It'llbeagoodprofitforyou

Me:Werunapharmaceuticalcompany,wedeal

withlegaldrugs

Gesh:Iknowthat'swhyIcametoyou.Aprivate

undergroundlaboratory

Me:Whathappenedtoyourdealer?

Gesh:Hisstaffisnotgood,youhavequalified

people..30%profit?

Me:Iam notabouttosinkdownmyFather's

company,mylegacy

Gesh:Ifwemakeamillion,youwalkawaywith

300k,imaliyamaswidi(moneyforcandy)

Me:I'llthinkaboutit

Gesh:IfIcouldtrustanyonewiththis,it'llbeyou.

Carlwillbeouraccountant

Me:Youhaveallthisfiguredoutdon'tyounow



Gesh:Ido

Me:I'llseeandgetbacktoyou

Gesh:Yizo

Me:Closethedooronyourwayout

Gesh:I'm stillchilling..Mindingmyown,mind

yourowntoo

Ilethim beandcontinuedwithmywork..

Gesh:Whatis..Whatis,Acetyl..Acetylcy(

Me:Acetylcsteine

Gesh:Yesthat!Soundslikesomethingwecould

includeinthedrug

Me:It'sanantidotemedicationusedto

counteractparacetamoloverdose

Gesh:AbantwanabaseprivateschoolMadoda

Ishookmyhead..

Gesh:WhatareNSAIDs



Me:No-steroidalanti-inflammatorydrugsused

totreatinflammation,relievefrom mildto

moderatepain

Gesh:Examples?

Me:iboprufen,diclofenac,naproxentonamea

few

Gesh:Whatisdicl-

Me:Whenareyouleaving?

Hechuckled...

Gesh:I'm leaving

Me:40%

Gesh:Huh?

Me:40%Share

Gesh:Udakiwe(youaredrunk)

Me:I'llbedoingmostofthework

Gesh:I'llbegettingcustomerstomakesure

thatwesell



Me:Fine30%itis

Gesh:I'llbeintouch

Me:Yeahwhatever

Gesh:Bye!

Hegotupandleft..

NISSI

IwenttogetsomethingtoeatfirstthenafterI

wenttothesalon.Ichosefauxlocsdreads

Atleasttheywilllastlonger,Iwillbebusywith

schoolworkandwon'thavetimeformyselfthat

much..

IcalledZukoasIwaitedformyturn.Theygoing

towashanddrymyhairfirst..



Zuko:Sgindla

Me:Sgi

Zuko:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Zuko:Ngisharp

Me:Wasaskingifwecouldlinkupthis

weekend,ifyouoff

Zuko:Iam nolongerworking

Me:What?Why?

Zuko:Youknowthefuckerythatgoesthere

Me:Shit!

Zuko:Iwillbefinedon'tworry

Me:Reasonwhyweshouldlinkupandsee

whatwecanfindyou,I'lltalktoTshepi

Zuko:Youdon'thavetoo

Me:Iwanttoo,youmybestfriendandI'm not



goingtoleaveyououtinthecold.Justlikeme,

youwerebreadwinnerathome

Zuko:Thankyousomuch,Itrulyappreciateit

Me:OkayI'llcallthen

Zuko:ThankyouSgindla

Me:Ihavetogo,I'm doingmyhair

Zuko:Okaytalkthen

Me:Bye

Zuko:Bye

TSHEPISO

Sharonknockedonceandwalkedin..

Me:Whydoesthereceptionistbusysending

peoplethroughwithoutanappointment

Shaz:Hi



Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Shaz:I'm herehopingtotalktoyou

Me:About?

Shaz:Youhaven'tcalled

Me:Ithoughtyouwantednothingtodowithme

anymore

Shenodded..

Shaz:I'm pregnant

Me:I'm sorrywhat?

Shaz:I'm pregnant

Me:Youpregnant?

Shaz:Yes

Me:Andyousureit'smine?

Shaz:Thebabyisyours

Me:AndI'm justsupposedtobelieve?

Shaz:Iknowthatthebabyisyours



Me:Yousaythebabyismine,butIdon'tknowif

it'sreallymine

Shaz:Whatdoyouexpectmetodo?Go

throughthewholepregnancyaloneuntilyouare

abletodoapaternitytest?

Me:Wecanhaveonewhilstyoustillpregnant

Shaz:It'sdangerous

Me:Inthatcaseyouwillhavetogothroughthe

pregnancyaloneuntilthebabyisborn

Shaz:Youacoldheartedbastard!

Me:And?

Shaz:Iregreteverbeinginvolvedwithyou

Me:Sowhatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Shechuckledwhilstshakingherhead,thenshe

walkedout..

IcontinuedwithwhatIwasdoing...



NISSI

ThiswasgoingtotakemorethanIexpected

anditwasabitpainful,butIcouldtoleratethe

plan.Iwasbusyonmyphoneastheladydid

herthing.Ihavefaithinher,Iwalkedintothis

salonbecausethepicturesoutsidereally

lookedimpressive.She'sGhanian..

Her:Isitnotpainful?

Me:Notmuch.

Her:Youjustbeingnice,mostpeoplecomplain

thatit'spainful

Me:It'snotthatmuchpainful

Her:Okaythen

Iwentbacktomyphone..

.
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Thewomantooklongerthanexpectedtodomy

hair.Shewouldtakeminorbreaksinbetweento

attendtootherthings,andsinceI'm notgifted

inraisingmyconcernsinsuchthingsIbecame

themostunderstandingcustomer.Ihavelearnt

agoldenruleinlife.

Don'tpissoffpeoplewhohandleyourfoodor

doyourhair..OntheothersideThobekgale

wasn'thavingit,hekeptontextingmeuntilI

gavehim thelocation.Whenhesaidhe'sonhis

way,Igotscared.

Youdon'tknowwithTshepi,hecancomehere

andembarrassmebycausingascene.



Ifeltmyheartbeatingonmythroat,Iwas

startingtogetuncomfortable.Theladieswere

holdingaconversationthatIfailedtoengagein

becauseoffear,atleastshewashalfway

throughfinishing.Theaim wastohaveher

finishbeforeTshepigetshere..

Hearrivedjustwhentheladywasdoingthelast

one,whenhewalkedin.Allthosewhowere

talkingkeptquiet.Igotmorescared.

Tpee:Ladies

Theygreetedhim backashesatdown..

Atleasthedidn'tcauseascene,the

conversationbetweentheladiescontinuedwith

stolenglanceshereandthere.Themirroristhe

devil,youpracticallyseethehiddenagendasin

people'sfacialexpressions..



Lady:Okaywedone

ThosearethewordsIwantedtohear.Ihada

headache,mybuttwasnumb,Iwasdeadtired

andhungryatthesametime.Shedidthelast

finishingtouchesbeforelettingmego,Igotup

from thechairandturnedaround.

Lady:Youcancometothecountertomake

yourpayment

Me:Okay

Thobakgalefollowedme..

Tpee:Igotit

Hetookouthiswalletandgotafewnotesfrom

it..

Tpee:Keepthechange

Lady:Thankyou

Me:Goodbye

Lady:Bye



Wewalkedouttohiscar,can'tbelievemydriver

waitedforthislong..Wewenttohim.

Me:SorryIkeptyouwaiting

Tpee:Youdon'thavetoapologize,it'shisjob.

Wepayhim

Me:Ohw...MayIpleasehavemythingsinthe

car

Driver:YesMam'

HegotmythingsoutandIdrovehomewith

Thobakgale,westoppedsomewheretoget

takeawaysthendrovestraighthomeafter.

Ididn'thaveanythingtodoathomeotherthan

eating,bathing,thentookpainkillersandcalled

itanearlynight.Ihadanearlymorning,it'llbe

advisabletorestnowsoIwakeuprefreshed

thenextmorningforschool...



ThenextmorningIwokeupearlierthanmy

alarm clock.Iwastooexcitedtoevengetthe

requiredsleep.Ipreparedmyselfformyfirst

dayatschool,atebreakfastandleft..

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

Iwasatworkontimeasalways,Carlpulled

throughthismorning..

Carl:Wantedtohaveaconvowithyoubefore

yougetbusy

Me:Yeah?What'sup?

Carl:IhearGeshistalkingaboutalab?

Me:Yeahwediscusseditatlength

Carl:You'veagreed?

Me:Idid..It'sagoodopportunitytomakeafew

cents



Carl:Isee

Me:Younotforit?

Carl:Ifhewasjuststartinginthisdrugindustry

Iwouldbeconcernedbuthehasalotofclients

alreadyso..Ibelievegoodincomewillbemade

Me:That'sthestory

(Silence)

Carl:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Why?

Carl:Youalwaysgetpumpedwithsuchthings,

yourmindseemstobesomewhereelse

Me:Nissistartedschooltoday

Carl:Andthat'snotagoodthingbecause?

Me:She'sgoingtoletindependencybewayin

overherhead

Carl:Youfearshewillleaveyouwhensheis

independent?



Me:It'saconsiderablefact,andIdon'tfear

nothing..I'm concernedthatonedayImight

havetokillthewomanI'vegrowntolove

Hefoldedhisarms..

Carl:Yougoingtokillherifsheleavesyou?

Me:YesIwill..I'm notmakingheraselfmade

womanforsomeoneelse

Carl:Ifshelovesyouandifyoutreathergood

shehasnoreasontoleaveyou

Me:Yeahwe'llsee

Carl:Backtotherealityofthelab

NISSI

Thecollegeineachbuildinghadscreenswhere

youcansearchthelectureroom/hall

Whereyouhavetoattend.Isearchedthrough



myfirstclass,thisisagoodthatIleftearlyfor

suchreasonsofgettinglost.Iwentinsearchof

wherethemapdirectedme..

Ifoundthehallabout3minofsearching.Afew

studentswerealreadyin,Iwentandsatdown

alone..Waitedforthetime,theclasswasto

startat9am.Ikeptmyselfbusywithmyphone

untilsomeonesatnexttome..

Her:Hi

Ilookedather,shewaswithanotherguytoo.

Me:Hi

Guy:Hi

Me:Hi

Guy:Youlooknew

Me:Iam..Juststartedtoday

Girl:Howcome?



Me:Longstory

Girl:Okay..I'm Camilla

Me:Nissi

Guy:Jeremy,butjustcallmeJay

Me:Okay..Nicemeetingyouboth

Hewasn'tyourtypicalgayguy,hewasbeautiful.

Almostlookedlikeagirlanddressesuplike

one.Hadbraids,makeupdone.Makeup

perfectlydonetobemoreexact..

Me:HowmuchdidImiss?

Camilla:Notentirely

Me:Good

Jay:Wecanfillyouin

Camilla:Ifyouagreetobeourfriend

Me:Perfect

Jay:Weroommatesbytheway



Me:Youguysgowayback?

Camilla:Yesbeenfriendssincefrom high

school

Me:That'snice

Jay:Itis

Thelecturehallstartedtofillup,butitwasn'ta

lotofstudents.Maybe30orso..

Thelecturerwalkedin,helookedyounger.

Jay:AndherewalksinBrandon

Camilla:Shehasacrushonhim

Me:OhwIsee

Hewenttothefront..

Me:Dowecallhim Brandon?

Camilla:No..MrDisher

Me:Okayatleast



MrDisher:Goodmorningclass

Wegreetedback..

Hewashandsome..

Disher:Yesterdayweendedonpage80right?

Class:Yes

Disher:OkaybeforeIsaythepagename..

Todaywearestartingthesecondchapter.

Pharmacokinetics,anyclueastowhatitis?

Weallkeptquietandlookedateachother.

Disher:Anyone?

Theroom wasdeadquiet..

Disher:"Studyofdrugabsorption,distribution,

metabolism,andexcretion"Rememberthat

becauseitwilldefinitelybeintheexam andmid

yeartests..Nowlet'sgotopage100tolearn

moreaboutourtopic



TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

Wehadanearlymeetingwiththelab

technicians.Mostprivatehospitalsand

surgeriesuseourlabforbloodtests...

Me:Diabetes,Hiv,Pregnancyandcancer

Connie:Yes

Inodded..

Me:howmoneysamplesdoyouguysgetaday?

Connie:AboutR150overalladayfrom all20

clients

Me:R350eachsample?

Connie:Yes

Me:Weneedtogettoatleast300samplesa

daybynextyear,get30otherclients

Connie:That'stheplan

Me:DidyousendinourpamphletsandEmails



toprivatehospitals?

Connie:NotyetSir

Me:Whatarewewaitingfor?

Theylookedateachother..

Me:Getalistofpotentialhospitalsanddoso,

bytheendoftheweekweshouldhavecovered

allhospitals..Areweclear?

Connie:YesSir

Me:Andweneedtotestforotherthingsother

thantheoneswedo

Connie:YesSir

Me:Anythingelse?

Shelookedatherteam..

Connie:NoSirthat'sall

Me:Good..Ibelievewedonehere

Connie:YesSir



NISSI

Ourlecturecametoanend,thiswasdifficult.

Howcandealingwithpillsbethishard..

Me:Thiswashard

Jay:Atleasttestsandexamsaremultiple

choices

Me:Really?

Camilla:Butnegativemarkingapplies

Me:Ohwwell..Wewillseewhenwegetthere

then

Wecollectedourthingsandwalkedoutforour

nextclass..

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Lunchtimecame,wewenttothecafeteriato

getsomethingtoeat.Igotamuchlightermeal

sincewe'llbegoingbacktoclassandit'sinthe

afternoon,afullbalancedmealwillmakeme

fallasleep..

Ihadalotofcatchinguptodo,therewasalot

ofworktocatchuponitseemsI'llbesleeping

lateforaweekorso..

Camilla:Willyoubeabletogetthrough

everything?

ShehadjustEmailedmeafewsummarized

notesthatwillmakemylifeeasier..

Me:Welleverythingisexplainedwellandit



seemsmucheasier..

Jay:Thekeypointistomemorizeeverything

Me:I'lltry

MrDisherwalkedinwithanotherlecturer.

Thecafeteriacaterstobothstudentsand

lecturesbuttheyhavetheirownarea..

Camilla:Check3'oclockyourcrushjustwalked

in

Jay:Hmmmm Icouldsodohim

Me:Ishegay?

Camillachuckled..

Jay:HoneyIdostraightguystoo

Me:I'm sorry..Ididn'tmeantooffendyou

Jay:Noit'sokaydon'tworry..Itbothersmenot

anymore

Me:Okay



Wecontinuedeating..

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

Myfatherknockedonceandwalkedin..

Dad:Son

Me:TowhatdoIowethisvisit?

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Areyouokay?

Helookedatmeforawhileandhiseyeswelled

up..

Me:What'swrong?

Dad:Idon'tknowhowtotellyouthis

Me:Tellmewhat?

Dad:It'saboutyourMother

Me:Whathappened?WhathappenedtoSheeda



Heplacedhishandsonthearmrestofthechair..

Dad:There'snoeasywaytosaythis

Me:Noeasywaytosaywhat?

Dad:There..Therewasadrive-byshootingand..

Me:And?

Dad:YourMothergotshot

Me:I'm sorrymyMothergotwhat?

Heclosedhiseyesandtearsstreameddown..

Dad:Shediedonthespot..I'm sorrySon

Iwentdeafimmediately..

Dad:I'm sosorry(whispering)

IheardwhathewassayingbutIwasn't

comprehending,itwasnotright.Adrive-by

shootout?Soundslikesomeonewhohaditin

forher,youjustdon'tgetadrive-byshooting

Dad:Iwillfindoutwhodidthis



Iswallowed..

Me:Pleaseleave

Dad:Tshepi

Me:Ineedtobealone

Henoddedrepeatedly..

Dad:I'llleave

Hewalkedout..Iwentallaroundtomydesk

andplacedmyhandsonthetable.Ilookedat

everythinglaidoutonthetableandclearedthe

table,everythingfellonthefloorincludingmy

PC..

Me:Noooooo!!!

VICTHOBEKGALE

IwasintheelevatorwhenIreceivedacallfrom

thehitman..



Him:Igotthemoney

Iclosedmyeyesandexhaled..

Me:Whenareyouskippingthecountry?

Him:Soon

Me:Whenissoon?

Him:I'm stillplanning

Me:Makeitrealsoon,mySonisnotgoingto

takethislyingdown.Ican'thavehim findingout

thatIocherstratedhismother'sshooting

Him:I'm aprofessionalhewillneverfindout

Me:Youdon'tknowmySon,whenhededicates

histimetofindingsomethinghewon'trestuntil

hefindsthatthing.He'stheonlyPersonIhave

leftnow,Ican'taffordtolosehim

Him:Nothingwillbelinkedbacktoyou

Me:ForyoursakeIhopenot

(Silence)



Me:Howdidyoudoit?

Him:Pardon?

Me:Mywife..Howdidyoukillher?

Him:Youreallywanttoknow?

Me:Yes

Him:Shewasfrom buyingflowers,Ipulledup

nexttoherwhileshewasabouttoopenhercar

doorthenIopenedfire

Me:Howmanybullets?

Him:About6

Iclosedmyeyes..

Him:Igotoutofthecarandshotheragainand

again

Me:Noonesawyou?

Him:Itwasthebasementparking,itwasquiet

andempty

Me:Didshesayanything?



Him:No

Thiswasdifficulttoprocess..

Him:I'm sorry

Me:It'sokay..Youwerejustdoingyourjob

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

IcalledCarlandtoldhim..

Carl:Isyourfathercertain?

Me:Vicwouldn'tsaysuchthingsjustforfun

Carl:ThisisbadMan,I'm sorry

Me:Idon'tneedyoursorry,Ijustwantyouto

helpmefindoutwhowasbehindthis

Carl:Ofcourse,youdon'tevenhavetoask

Me:AlsoalertyourfriendGesh,hemighthelp

Carl:I'lllethim know..I'm sorryMan



Me:JustfindtheSonofab**

Carl:Definitely!!

Ihungup...

NISSI

Wewereabouttoleaveforourlastclasswhen

Jaystoppedhalfwaythrough..

Jay:Ohhmygoodness

Camilla:What?

Jay:Someunidentifiedwomanwasshotata

parkinglot

Me:What?

Jay:SawaTweet,thevideoisgruesomeand

definitelynotforsensitivepeople

Camilla:Whowoulduploadsuchavideo?That's

insane!Peopleareinsensitive



Me:Tellmeaboutit,whatifthefamilydoesn't

knowthenthenextthingtheyfindoutabout

thisonsocialmedia?

Jay:Exactly!Doyouguyswannasee?

Me:I'drathernot,suchthingswilltraumatize

me

Camilla:Metoo

Me:Wedefinitelynotsafe

Jay:Thisisjustscary

Me:Toomuch

Wecontinuedwithourwalk..

VICTHOBEKGALE

IreceivedacalljustwhenIwasgettingintomy

car...

Me:VicThobakgale



Voice:GooddaySir..YouspeakingtoDetective

Mkhize

Igotalittlescared..

Me:HowmayIhelpyou?

Mkhize:Wefoundyournumberasthelast

numbercalledinawoman'sphone

Me:I'm notfollowing

Mkhize:AwomangotshotattheBaybasement

parking,andwecouldn'tidentifyherbuther

phonewasunlockedandyouwerethelast

numbershecalled.AnIndianwoman

Me:MywifeisIndian..SheedaThobakgale

Mkhize:Wouldyoumindcomingdownatthe

station?

Me:Uhm..Yes..Noproblem

Mkhize:JustaskforDetectiveMkhize

Me:I'lldoso..Thankyou



Mkhize:Seeyouthen

Ihungup..Ilookedatmychauffeur

Me:Pleasedrivemestraighttothepolice

station

Chauffeur:YesSir

.
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NISSI

WhenIgothomefrom schoolIwaswelcomed

bydevastatingnews,thenewsofSheedadying.

ApparentlythevideoJaykeptonblabbering

about,itwasthatofSheeda.Vichadtextedme,

andItookituponmyselftocheckthevideoand

itwasher.Layingdowninherownpoolof



blood..

Iwasshatteredtosaytheleast,itlookslikeI

keeponlosingpeoplethatareclosetomyheart.

Sheedawasawonderfulwoman,who

welcomedmeintoherhomeandneverjudged

meonce.Ifeltnumb,Ididn'tknowhowtoreact

ortakeinthepain.Itwasshattering..Icalled

Tshepibuthedidn'tpickup,Icanonlyimagine

whathe'sgoingthroughrightnow..

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

Iwasstillatwork,buryingmyselfwithwork

Carlwalkedin..

Carl:Hey

Me:Yeah

Carl:Aren'tyousupposedtobehome?



Me:Ihavealotofworktocatchupon

Hemadehiswayin..

Carl:Whatdoweknowabouttheshooting?

Me:Idon'tknow..Ihaven'tcheckedanything

Hetookouthisphone..Carlisverysmart,he'sa

genius.Itrusthim wholeheartedlytohelpme

withthis,hewillbeabletogetalltheclues..

Carl:Hervideoistrending

Me:Idon'tevenwannaseeit

Carl:Iwillwatchittoseeifwecanpickup

anything

Hesatdownandwatched,heloweredthe

volume..Aminutepassed,thenthenext.Heput

hisphonedown..

Carl:Isitpossibletoattainevenoneshellfrom

theshooting?

Me:Haveitcheckedout



Carl:Yes,itwillleadustothestoreofwherethe

bulletswerepurchased

Me:Thatsoundslikeaplan,I'llseewhatwecan

do

Carl:That'ssomething..TheParkingtherehas

tobeasurveillancecameraintheparkinglot

Me:Wehavetogettothetapebeforetheydo

Carl:Whatarewewaitingfor?

Me:Let'sgo

NISSI

IwasonthephonewithmybestfriendZuko

Zuko:Icanonlyimaginehowyoufeelandwhat

yougoingthrough

Me:Whydoesthiskeeponhappening?

Zuko:Lifeistrulyunfair



Me:Veryunfair

Zuko:HowisTpeetakingit?

Me:I'm worriedabouthim,hehasn'tanswered

hisphone

Zuko:Itdoesn'tmatterhowrichyouare,death

affectsusall

Me:Hemustbedevastedwhereverheis

Zuko:Keepontryinghim

Me:Iwill

Zuko:Bewellmyfriend

Me:Thankyou..Wewilltalkagain

Zuko:Okaybye

Me:Bye

VICTHOBAKGALE



TheyshowedmepicturesofherdeadbodysoI

couldvalidateifitwasher.Theyaskedmealot

ofquestions,andIhadtoprovidemyalibitoo..

Theywantedtoeliminatemeasasuspect..The

casewashandledbyagooddetective,weneed

tohavethecasepassedontooneofus.Weare

everywherelookingaftereachotherintimes

likethese.

Iwasalsotakentothemorguetoviewherbody.

Shewasonthetable,eyesshutasiflikeshe

waspeacefullysleepingandwillwakeup.The

sheetwashighuptoherneck,hedidn'tshoot

herinthefaceatleast..

Me:It'sher..It'smywife

Mkhize:Mydeepestcondolences

Me:JustfindthePersonwhodidthis



Mkhize:Iwilltrymybest

Inoddedalittle..

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

Wedrovetotheparkinglot.Theplacewasa

crimescene,Ilookedatwhereshewaslaying.

Therewasstillblood,marks,theyellowtape

around..

Carl:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes..Youcangoaheadandaskthe

security,I'llbehereforasecond

Carl:Okay

Iwentcloserandsighed,Icrouchedandranmy

fingersontheblood..Iswallowed..

ThePersonwhodidthis,isdefinitelymyenemy



ormyFather'sfamily..

Me:Iwillfindoutwhodidthistoyou,Ipromise

you

NISSI

IendedupcallingVic..

Vic:Nissi

Me:I'vebeentryingtogetaholdofTshepihe's

notpickingup

Vic:Ilefthim attheoffice

Me:Iprobablyshouldgothere

Vic:No..Givehim time

Me:I'm justworriedhemightdosomething

stupid



Vic:Helikestokeeptohimself,he'semotions.

Hethinksshowinghisemotionswillviewhim

asbeingweak,justgivehim timeanddon't

pressurehim totalkaboutit

Me:Understood..Howareyouholdingup?

Vic:I'm from theMorgue..Isawher

Iexhaled..

Me:I'm sorry

Vic:It'sokay..I'llseeyoulater

Me:Okaybye

Vic:Bye

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

Carlgotbacktome..

Carl:Iwasshownthetape,Irecordedwithmy

phoneasitwasplayed.Nosound



Istoodupstraight..

Carl:Idon'tgetit,whydidn'ttheyaskforthe

tape?

Me:Maybetheydidn'tknowtheparkinghada

surveillance

Hewalkedaroundshakinghishead..

Carl:Evenanamateurknowsthatsucha

parkinglothassurveillance

Me:Ormaybetheywantedustofindthetape

Carl:Maybe

Me:Shouldwego?

Carl:Yeahwegotwhatwewanted,let'sgo

Wewalkedbackintoourcar...

Justasweweredrivingoutoftheparkinglot,a

bikegotin.Wewereheadonwiththebiker,and

heopenedfire..



Me:Getdown!

Weloweredourheadsasthe3rdbullet

shatteredthewindscreen..

Securityguard:Hey!!!

Carldroveintothewall..Confirmationthatwe

gotherefirstbeforethePerson..

.
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TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

IheardCarlcallingmeoutrepeatedlyandgently

shakingme.Iopenedmyeyesandmyhead

washurtingalittle,togetherwithmyneck.I

lookedaroundandwehadreallyranoverawall.

ThankGodfortheinventionofseatbelts..



Carl:YouokayMan?

Iputmyhandatthebackofmyneck...

Me:Ithinkso..You?

Carl:I'm good

Ilookedathim,hewasbleedingonhis

shoulder..

Me:Yougotshot!

Carl:I'llbefine

Me:Weneedtogetyoutothehospital

Carl:No..WehavetogotoGeshhecanhelp

Me:Gesh?Areyoukiddingme?

Carl:Can'tgotothehospital,I'llbeadmitted

andwhoknows..Theymightcomeformethere

Me:Getagun

Carl:Ican'tuseagunyouknowthat

Me:Howareyouinagangbutcan'tuseagun?



Carl:Iam thebrainsofthegang

Me:Finewe'llgotohim

Iopenedthedoorremovedtheseatbeltandgot

out,Inoticedthesecurityguardlayinginhis

ownpoolofblood..

Me:Fuck!

NISSI

Iwasveryworriedabouthim now,couldn'teven

concentrateonmyschoolwork.Iwassittingat

thedinnertablewithmytextbook,laptopand

notes.Ialsohadabottleofwinetocalm my

nerves..

Vicwalkedthrough..

Vic:Evening



Me:Evening

Hewasholdinghistie..

Hewalkedcloserandputhishandonthe

armrestofthechair..

Vic:He'snotbackyet?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:I'm worried

Vic:I'lltrycallinghim

Me:Hewon'tpickup

Vic:I'lltry

Me:Okaythankyou

Vic:Nothankyou..NissimySonisgoingto

needyoumorethanever,hehaslosthisQueen.

Thefirstwomanheloved,nowyoutheonly

womanleftinhislife.Hecan'tloseyoutoo

Me:Hewon'tloseme

Vic:ItakeyouasmyDaughternow,Sheeda



lovedyou.YouwerelikeaDaughtertohertoo,

nowit'sonlythe3ofusleft

Me:Wewillpullthrough

Vic:YoulostyourMom,Sister,nowSheeda

Me:It'shard

Vic:Wewillgetthroughthis,togetherasa

family.Justthe3ofus

Me:That'strue

Vic:Ihadalongday.Wannabathandrest,I'll

callTshepiifIcan'tgetthroughI'llsendthePI

togoandlookforhim

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Vic:Goodnight

Me:Night

Hemadehiswayupstairs....

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE



ThePolicewereinfestingthearea,andwe

weren'tallowedtoleavejustasyet.Theywere

takingstatementsandunfortunatelytheyhadto

callanambulancetoCarl..

Wetoldthesamestory,toldeverythingthat

happened.Carlwillbeforcedtobetakentothe

hospitalsotheycouldremovethebullet

Ihadleftmyphoneattheoffice,IusedCarl's

phonetotextGeshandtoldhim whichhospital

Carlwasbeingtakentoo.Irodewithhim inthe

ambulance..

Hewassedatedandtheparamedicstriedto

stopthebleeding.Hewasoffnousetalking

now,we'lltalkaboutthiswhenhefeelswell.



Wegottothehospitalandtheytookhim in.

Ihadtoopenafileforhim andgetthroughall

thepaperwork,CarlisdisorientedsoI'llhandle

thehospitalbill..

GeshwalkedinjustasIwasinthewaitingarea..

Gesh:K'hambeni?(whathappened)

Hesatnexttome..

Me:Hegotshot

Gesh:Youmentionedthatinthetext,thewhyis

whatIwannaknow

Me:He'shelpingmefindthepersonwhokilled

myMotherandwhenwewenttogetthetape

from thesurveillancecamera,abikergotinand

openedfire

Gesh:Howbadisit?



Me:Hewasshotontheshouldersohe'llsurvive

Gesh:Atleast

Me:Hedoesn'twannastayhere,Carlcan'tuse

agunhe's..Hedoesn'tfeelsafehere..The

Personmightcomeback

Gesh:I'llstay

Me:I'llstaytoo

Gesh:Noyouamess..Gohomeandrest,I'llbe

heretillthemorning

Me:Fine..BorrowmeyourphonesoIcanUber

totheofficetogetmythings

Gesh:Sure

Me:Andsomecash

Helookedatme..

Me:Ididn'tbringmywallet

Gesh:TherichThobakgalesoncan'taffordan

Uber



Me:Fuckyouman

Hetookouthiswallettoointheprocess...

NISSI

Iwashalfwaythroughmywine,clearlyIwasn't

goingtostudy.Iclosedeverythingandmade

mywayupstairstobathandsleep

THOBEKGALE

GeshandIwaitedoutsidefortheUber..

Me:ThankyouMan

Gesh:Don'tmentionit

Me:TomorrowmorningI'llasksomeoneto

comeandrelieveyouuntilIcancomelateron



Gesh:Yaakusharp

Me:Aytseeyouthen

Webumpedshoulders..

.
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TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

Igothomeabitlate,itwasveryquiet.Inoticed

Nissi'slaptopandbooksonthetable.Iwent

andclosedthem,Inoticed

Thealmostemptybottleofwineonthetable

too.Isighedandmademywayupstairs.

Igotintothebedroom andshewassleeping,I

lookedatherforawhileandmademywayto



thebathroom toshower.Ihadalotofmissed

callsfrom her,feltbadthatIdidn'tpickupeven

one.Shealsohadsentmealotofmessages.

Shehasbeendeadworriedaboutme.Ihave

datedalotofgirlspreviouslyandIfeelstrongly

aboutNissi.

Ifeelstronglyaboutourrelationship,losingher

nowtoo.Wouldfuckmeupreallybad.

AftershoweringIwenttobed,Isleptbehindher

andputmyhandsaroundher.Squeezingher

tighttome..Shewokeup..

Nissi:Youhome

Ikissedheronherneck..

Nissi:Iwasworriedaboutyou

Me:Iknow..I'm sorryIhadalotgoingon

Nissi:Okay

Me:Let'sgetsomesleep



Weslept...

NISSI

ThenextmorningIwokeuptoanemptybed.I

hadanimpoundingheadache..Ihatetheafter

effectsofwine,youwakeupdehydratedand

withaheadache.Isatupstraightforafew

secondstryingtotakeeverythingin,everything

camebackcrashing.Thepain,Sheedadying.It

allcamebackcrashingdownonme..

Igotoutofbedtoprepareforthedayahead,

despiteeverythingthathasbeenhappening.

Ineedtogotoschool,can'taffordtomessup

thisopportunity.I'm onlygoingtogetoneshot

atthis..



TshepiwalkedinwithamugofcoffeeasIgot

outofthebathroom togetdressed,hewas

dressedupforworkhimself..

Tpee:Goodmorning

Ilookedathim..

Me:Morning

Tpee:SorryIcamebacklatelastnightandnot

pickingupmyphone

Me:Iunderstand,solongyouokayI'm glad

Heslightlynodded..Ididn'tknowwhattosay,

wheredoyoubegintocomfortsomeonelike

Tpee?Ididn'tknowhow..

Me:Yougoingtowork?

Tpee:Yes..Thecompanywon'trunitself

Me:Ifyoutooktimeout,noonewouldquestion

you



Tpee:Idon'twantanytimeout,Ineedtokeep

busy

Me:Igetyou

Tpee:I'm drivingyoutoschool

Me:Areyousure?

Helookedatme..

Me:Okayletmegetdressed

Heturnedbackandwalkedout..

CARLSHAW

Ihadlostalotofblood,Iwasstillfeelingabit

undertheweather.Iwasweakanddizzy,even

inmyweakstate,Iwantedtobeoutofhere.I

hatehospitals,thebulletwastakenoutIcan

recoverfrom home..Geshhadgoneoutofthe

wardforasmoke,givemesomespacetobath.



Ididn'twantanyhelpwiththat,afterbathingI

wentbacktobed..

TheNursewalkedinwithatray,itwasn'tof

good..

Nurse:Goodmorningagain

Me:Morning

Nurse:I'm heretoadministeryourmeds

Sheputthetrayontoponthecabinet,Ichecked

thetrayandsawampulesandasyringe..

Nurse:Morphine

Me:Morphine?

Nurse:Yes

Me:Why?

Nurse:Forpainrelief



Me:Howcome?

Nurse:I'm lost

Me:LastnightIwasgiventabletsandthey

workedwell

Nurse:Theintensityofyourpainthresholdis

7/10

Me:Icanhandleit,Idon'tneedmorphinenow

atleastwhenIsleepatnight

Nurse:I'm sorry..Whatmeddegreedoyouhave?

I'm followingtheDr'sinstructions

Me:CanIseemyfile?

Shetooktheampuleandforcedthroughthe

syringeintheampuletodrawintheliquid

Me:CanIseemyfile?

Nurse:JustkeepquietMrShaw,Iknowexactly

whatI'm doing

Me:Myfileplease



Shewalkedovertome,andtouchedtherodof

myIV..

Me:IrefusethemedicationuntilIseemyfile

Shetouchedthesatchetandwhenshewas

abouttopressinthesyringe,Itookoutthe

injectionfrom myarm whichwaspainful.She

lookedatme,andcameforme.Irolledover

andfelloffthebedfrom theotherside.

Me:Fuccck!!

Shecameallthewayaroundtoinjectme,when

sheleanedoverIkickedherbackonherchest

andshefellbackwards.Fallinghadhurtmy

shoulderreallybad..

Islowlygotupandstumbledaround,shewas

onthefloorcoughing.Shegrabbedmyfootand

Ifellfacedown.Iturnedaroundtolayonmy

backandshehadafullgriponmyfootfrom my

ankle.WithmyotherfootIkickedheronher

faceandsheletgo.IgatheredallthestrengthI



hadtogetupandmademywaytothe

bathroom,Ilockedmyselfinsideandsank

downagainstthedoor...

NISSI

Wedrovetoschoolintotalsilence.Ididn'tknow

whattosaytohim,healsodidn'tknowwhatto

saytome.Musicwastheonlythingthatmade

noise,butitwasnottooloud..Ihadmyphone

keepingmebusy..

Tshepiclearedhisthroat..

Tpee:Howisschool?

Me:It'sgoingokayjusthavealotofworkto

catchupon

Tpee:You'llgetthere



Me:Howisworkgoing?

Tpee:It'salotgoingon,butI'llbefine

Me:Okay

Hecontinueddriving..

CARLSHAW

InoticedthatIwasbleedingfrom thegunshot

wound,thebandaidhadbloodstains.Iputmy

handthereandpressedhardtostopthe

bleedingwithmyeyesclosed.Idon'tknowif

shewasstillthereorgone..

Isattherequietlysootakinginthepain.

Gesh:Carl

Iopenedmyeyes..

Gesh:Areyouinthebathroom?



Me:Yeah

Gesh:Younotdonebathing?

Islowlygotupandopened..

Helookedatme...

Gesh:Wtf??Youbleeding!Whathappened?

Iextendedmyhandtohim,hecameandhelped

me..

Gesh:WhereistheNurse?

Me:Someonetriedtokillme

Gesh:What?

Me:ANurse,triedtoinjectmewithsome

poison

Hehelpedmetomybed..

Gesh:Areyouserious?Oryoujustfuckingwith

me?

Me:I'm tellingyou



Ilookedontopofthecabinetandthetraywas

gone..Geshlookedaround..

Me:IhavetogetoutofheremanbeforeIget

killed

Gesh:Yeahdefinitely

Me:Can'twalkoutlikethis,theywillnoticeI'm a

patient

Gesh:I'llgogetyouclothes

Me:Nothatwilltakelong,gogetmescrubs

Gesh:I'llbeback..Wannagobacktothe

bathroom?

Me:No..Idon'tthinkshewillcomebackfor

now

Hewalkedout..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



Idroppedheroffatschoolandwatchedheras

shewalkedinthroughthegate.Isighed,and

watchedher.Shekeptonturningback

Myphonerang,itwasGesh..

Me:Yeah?

Gesh:SomeonetriedtokillCarl

Me:What?

Gesh:I'm gettinghim out

Me:Dothat!Takehim somewheresafeI'llsee

youguys

Gesh:Yasure

Ihungup..

Me:Shit!

VICTHOBEKGALE



Hitman:She..Hefoughtback

Me:HowisithardtopoisonawoundedPatient?

Hitman:Shesaidhefoughtback

Me:Youfailedtoattainvideotapeofthe

shooting,Carlgotit.Youhadtotakehim outat

theparkinglotbutyoufailedtoo,nowyou

failingtohavehim takenoutatthehospital

Hitman:I'm trying

Me:Carlissmartandhe'sgoingtohelpmySon

nailthepersonbehindtheshooting

Hitman:I'm workingonitasI'vesaid

Me:Younotworkinghardenough

Ihungupandslammedmyphoneagainstmy

desk..Whenthehitmantoldmethathewas

goingtogetthefootageandstumbledonacar

intheparkinglotwheretwoguyswerethere,

onewhiteguywenttothesecurityofficeand

theotherwaswhereSheedawaskilled.Iasked



him todescribethem,whenhedid.Iknewit

wasTpeeandCarl.Itoldhim toopenfireand

killCarlwhenthecardrivesoutbuthefailedat

that,he'sfailingnowtohavehim killed.This

guycamehighlyrecommended,buthe'sdoing

nothingbutdisappointment!Ican'thavemy

Sonfindingoutwhoorchestratedtheshooting..

CARLSHAW

Geshcamebackwiththescrubs..

Gesh:Getdressed,Ialsomanagedtogetpain

killers

Me:Good!

Hehelpedmetothebathroom togoget

dressed..

Gesh:Whatarewegoingtodowiththe

bleeding?



Me:Iwillwrapmyhospitalgownaroundit,tieit

uptightonmyshoulderthroughmyarmpitto

holdoffthebleeding.Whenweout,I'lltellyou

whattoget

Gesh:Definitelythepersonwhoisbehindthisis

tryingtosilenceyou

Me:IwonderifTpeeissafe

Gesh:Tpeeisfine..Icalledhim

Me:Good!

VICTHOBEKGALE

Isawsmokeinmybedroom arisingfrom the

floor.TheAbraxasshowedup..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Abraxas:I'm heretohelpyou,afterall.You

carriedoutagreatsacrifice



Me:Iam notkilling

Abraxas:Ofcoursenot

Me:Thenwhatisit?

Abraxas:ForyourSontobackoffyoumustget

throughtohim withsomeoneheloves

Ilookedather..

Me:I'm notgoingtohaveNissihurt

Abraxas:Wenotgoingtohurther,wegoingto

kidnaphertohaveyourSonbackoff

Me:That'sallyouwilldo?

Abraxas:Yes..Alreadythefootagehadbeen

wipedofffrom thesecurityyourmangotitbut

nowweneedCarltodeleteitfrom hisphone

Me:Soundslikeanidea

Abraxas:Iwillgiveyouinstructions

Me:YeshighPriestess

Shedisappeared..



.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Schoolwasadrag,schoolwasaseriousdrag.

Morebecausemyemotionalstatewasamess,

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutwhat'shappening

athome.Icouldn'thidethisfrom myfriends,I

toldthem thetruthaboutmydatingTshepiso

theycouldunderstandmyfrustrationsonthe

deathofSheeda..

Theywereshocked,Ievenaskedthem notto

tellanyone.Keepitbetweenus.Idon'twanna

behitwithnepotism,gotinbecauseI'm dating



thefounderandvicechancellor'sson.They

promisedtokeepittothemselvesbutwerestill

shocked..

Camilla:HowdidyoumeetTpee?

Me:Iwasdatinghiscousin,hepracticallystole

mefrom hiscousin

Jaychuckled..

Jay:Slyasalways

Camilla:Wow..Imeanyoubeautifuldon'tget

mewrongbut..Tpeeisintoyouknowthose

girls

Me:Iwassurprisedmyself

Jay:Howistherelationship?Howishe?Ishe

thatintimidatingintherelationshiptoo?

Me:Sometimesnotallthetime

Camilla:Hasheeverhityou?



ThequestionIdidn'tanticipate..

Me:Uhm no..Iknowheseemsscarybuthehas

neverhitme

Camilla:Atleast

Jay:Wowgirlsowefriendswithavery

importantPerson

Me:Thischangesnothingright?

Jay:Yes..Itchangesnothing

Camilla:Itchangesnothing

VICTHOBEKGALE

Iwasonaphonecallwiththehitmantellinghim

exactlyhowthekidnappingwillgo.Weneeded

afallguy,forboththekidnappingandthe

murderofmywife..



Hitman:That'sagoodplan

Me:Sowebettergettoit

Hitman:Iwill...

Me:Butitshouldbeaftermywife'sfuneral

Hitman:VerywellSir

Ihungup..Mywife'sfamilyhavebeenalerted,

theyflyingdowntoday.LateronI'llbefetching

them from theairport..There'sritualstheyhave

tocarryoutbeforetheburial,andunlikewithus.

Theydon'ttakelongtobury.I'm givingthem the

fullrighttoheadthefuneral,becauseIknew

whatIwasgettingmyselfintowhenImarried

someonewhowasnotwithinmyrace.Itendto

respecttheircultureandhowtheycarrythings,

it'sthelastthingIcandoconsideringwhatIdid

totheirDaughter...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



IwasworriedaboutCarlsoIwenttoseehim.

Geshwasthere..

Me:Howishe?

Gesh:He'srestingnow,managedtogetthe

bulletout

Inodded..

Gesh:Whatarewegoingtodo?Whoarewe

dealingwith?

Me:IfIknew,Iwouldtell..Ihavenoidea

Gesh:Whoeveritis,youdefinitelymakingthem

nervous

Me:Inoticed..Wecan'tgetanywhereuntilCarl

hasrecoveredsohecanputtogetherthe

piecesofthepuzzles

Gesh:Whatdoyouknow?



Me:Notmuchbutwedohaveatape

Gesh:Isee

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Ihavetogobacktowork,I'llseeyouguys

later

Gesh:Aytman

VICTHOBEKGALE

MyBrotherVusiandKhayacamethrough..

Vusi:SorryIcouldn'tcomelastnightas

promisedman

Me:Iunderstand

Khaya:UncleVic

Me:Khaya

Vusi:Howareyouholdingup?



Me:I'm trying..Herfamilyisflyingovertoday,I'll

bepickingthem upattheairportlateron

Vusi:Doyouknowwhoisbehindthis?

Me:No..Ihavenoidea

Khaya:Ifyouwantanyhelp..Wehere

Me:Iknow..Thankyou

Khaya:HowisTshepi?Itmustbehardforhim

Vic:It'sveryhardbutNissiishere,I'm hoping

shewillhelphim gethisheadstraight

Vusi:Ican'tbelieveSheedadidthis..Itmustbe

arival

Me:Itis..Itisarival

Khaya'sphonerang..

Khaya:Excuseme

Hewalkedawayfrom us..

Ilookedathim.KhayaandmySontheydon't

getalongthatmuch,whobettertohaveasa



fallguythanKhaya?Tshepiwillbelieveit...

NISSI

Pharmacologyisverydifficult,Isatthroughthe

lectureconfusedthananything..

Me:Thisisdifficult

Camilla:It'snotdifficultit'sjustalottosinkin

Jay:Iagree..It'ssomethingsomethingthatone

hastokeeponstudying

Camilla:Yes

Jay:ButwehaveNissi,ifwecan'tgetthrough..

Thenyouwillcallpeoplewhoknowpeople

Wealllaughed..

Me:I'm notgoingtodothat

Jay:What'sthepointofhavingafriendwhohas

connectionsifyoucan'tconnectus?



Me:Wearestudentsjustlikeanyoneelsewe

havetostudy

Jay:OrIcansleepwithBrandon

Camilla:Huh?

Me:Takingonefortheteam..Ilikethat!

Camilla:Ya'llarenastyashell

Jay:It'sbeneficialforallofus

Camilla:Yeahyeahwhatever!

.

Tobecontinued
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Continuation..

CARLSHAW

Aftergettingamuchneededrestandafter

dressingmywoundtostopthebleeding,I

decidedtowatchthevideo.Irepeateditagain

andagaintogetclues,anycluethatwillleadus

totheshooter.Hehadamaskhidinghis

identityitwasdifficulttotellortopinhim on

anything..Therewasoneclue,awatch.

Identifyingthewatchmightjustleadustothe

storesthatsellit,andperhapswemightfind

outwhoboughtit..

Geshmadehiswayin..

Gesh:Ithoughtyou'dstillbesleeping

Me:Checkthisout



Gesh:Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat

Me:Yeahcheckthisoutfirst

Heputthefoodonthedressingtableand

walkeduptome..

Gesh:What'sup?

Me:Checkthevideo

Hecheckedit..

Gesh:Thiswon'thelpwithanything..He'sa

ghost

Me:Checkthewatch

Hecheckedthewatch...

Me:Ifwecouldfindthestoresthatsellthe

watch

Gesh:Wecanfindtheidentityoftheshooter,

butthewatch..Whatifit'ssoldinmanystores

thataren'tevenhere

Me:Iwouldn'ttraveltoDurbanorCapeTownto



buythewatchifIliveinGautengwouldyou?

Gesh:Howdoweknowhe'sfrom here?

Me:It'stheonlycluewehavefornow

Gesh:It'sworthcheckingoutthen

Me:Yeah

Gesh:Tpeewashere

Me:Howisheholdingup?

Gesh:WellheisTpee

Me:ForgetIevenasked

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Ihadanunusualvisitor,Khaya..

Khaya:HeyMan

Me:What'sup?

Khaya:IwasatyourhousewithDad,decidedto



stopbyhereandseehowyoudoing?

Me:I'm well

Khaya:Youdon'thavetolieMan

Me:WhatisittoyouKhaya?

Khaya:Excuseme?

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Khaya:I'm heretofindouthowyoudoing,

checkuponyou

Me:Why?YouandIwenottight?

Khaya:I'm yourcousin

Me:Notbyblood...Youwereadoptedbymy

Uncle

Khaya:Thiswasabadidea

Me:Averybadone

Khaya:Yeah..SorryIcame

Hewalkedout..



Idon'ttrustanyone,especiallyKhaya.Weare

pretendtowardseachother.Wesworn

enemies..

NISSI

Camilla:Callhim again

Me:Hewon'tpickup

Camilla:Uber?

Me:Idon'ttrustthosethings,girlsget

kidnapped

Jay:Youcancometomyflatandwaitthere

Me:Areyousure?

Jay:Yes

Tshepiistheonewhodroppedmeoff,he

knowsthathehastopickmeup.Idon'tknow



whyhe'snotpickinguphisphone..

WewalkedtoJay'scar..

Camilla:Don'tbetoohardonhim,he'sgoing

throughalot

Me:I'm nothardonhim buthedrovemeto

school,heshouldpickmeup

Jay:Wellwewillcallhim whenwegettotheflat

Me:Okay

Wegotintothecar..

CARLSHAW

DefinitelyGeshdidn'tpreparethisfood..

Gesh:IGoogledthestoresthatmightsellthe

watch



Itookitandlookedatit..

Me:Atleastit'snotalotofstores

Gesh:Yeah

Me:Cancelthisone...Thatone..Thatone..That

one..Andthatone,nowweleftwithtwo

Gesh:Whyarewecancelingtheseones?

Me:IfI'm ahitmanandobviouslyworkingfor

therich,Iwouldn'tbuyafakewatchoran

imitation

Gesh:Yougotapointthere

Helookedathiswatch..

Gesh:Thestoresareclosednoworaboutto

close

Me:We'llgotheretomorrow

Gesh:Ihavetogoman,willyoubeokayby

yourself?

Me:YeahI'm good



Gesh:Callifanythinghappens

Me:Iwill

Gesh:Coolman

Heleft..

NISSI

Westoppedbytobuytakeawaysandtwobottle

ofwines..Thenwedrovestraighttohisflat..

Hisflatwascleanandneat.

Itwassmallbutverylovely..

Me:Yourflatisbeautiful

Jay:Thankyou

Me:Thankyouforlettingmestay

Jay:It'smypleasure



Me:I'llkeeponcallinghim

Jay:Okay

Camilla:I'llpreparethefood..I'm hungry

Me:Howmuchisrent?

Jay:3500

Me:Bitexpensive

Jay:It'snotthatexpensive

Isatdown...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Myofficephonerang..

Me:Thobakgale

Carl:It'sme..I'm findingithardtogetthrough

toyouonyourcellphone

Me:YeahI'llcheckit..Howareyou?



Carl:I'm good..I'm holdingupwell

Me:That'sgoodtohear

Carl:Listen..Ifoundsomethingonthevideo

Me:Yeah?

Carl:Awatchthatmighthelpustracethekiller

Me:That'sgood..That'sprogress

Carl:I'llcheckitouttomorrowmorning

Me:Noyourest..I'llcheckitout

Carl:Areyousure?

Me:YeahI'm sure

Carl:I'llwatchyouthenamesofthestores

Me:Okaycool

Hehungup..Isearchedformyphoneand

foundit,Ihadmissedcallsfrom Nissi..

Icalledher..



NISSI

WewerenoweatingwhenTshepicalledme.

Me:Thobakgale

Tpee:I'm sorryImissedyourcalls

Me:School'sout

Tpee:Fuck!!I'm sorryhowdidyougethome?

Me:Ididn'tgethome,I'm atafriend'splace

Tpee:Afriend?

Me:YesImadefriends.Two

Tpee:Girls?

Me:Yesyoucansaythat

Tpee:Sodoyouwantmetofetchyounowor?

Youstillchillingwithfriends?

Me:Youcanfetchmelater,I'llcallyouthat'sif

youwillpickup



Tpee:IwillpickupIpromise

Me:OkayI'llcallyouthen

Tpee:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungup..

Jay:Iloveyou..Iloveyoutoo..Iloveyou..Ilove

youtoo

Me:Stopit!

Camilla:Can'twaittoseehim whenhefetches

you

Me:You'llseehim alright,he'sexactlylikehow

helooksinhispictures

Jay:Wellwewillsee

Wecontinuedeating..

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Dayspassedandbeforetheblinkofaneye,we

hadputSheedatorest.Thewayshedied,was

thesamewayshewasburied.Inpainand

brokenhearts.Almosteveryonewhowas

present,washurtbeyond.WhenIlookedtomy

rightsomeonewassilentlytearingup,whenI

lookedtomyleftsomeonewaslookingdown

andwipingtears.Shewasaremarkableand

admiredwoman.Iam notsurprisedthatpeople

werebroken..

Herdeathbroughtaboutthepainofthedeath

ofmyMotherandsister.Thegrievingand



mourningfeltnewagain,likeIwasgoing

throughpainoncemore.Shedidn'thavetodie,

atleastnotinthismanner..

Whydothegooddie?Shedidn'thavetodiein

thismanner.It'snotfair!She'sbeenagood

person,shedoesn'tdeservesuchadegrading

andpainfuldeath..

JayandCamillahadpulledthrough,they

attendedthefuneral.Iwasgrateful,tohave

suchasupportsystem offriends..

Jay:Suchadignifiedfuneral,yetcomplex.Ifelt

outofplace,theIndianritualsthattooplace

Camilla:Iknowright?Ifeltsometypeofway

aboutmyownreligionandoutfit

Me:Thankyouguysforcoming,Iappreciateita



lot

Jay:IcameforThobakgale,ifanything..I

wannabehonestwiththat

Me:Thankyouforpullingoutanyway,I'm sure

sheappreciatesittoo

Jay:Heshould,InormallytakemySaturdays

seriouslyasadayofrest

Camilla:YeahwhateverJay,I'm justglad

everythingwentwell

Me:Metoo

Jay:Wellweshouldbegoingback

Ihuggedthem..

Me:Thankyouagain

Camilla:Youwelcome

Iwalkedthem tothecar..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



IwasinCarl'scarwithCarlandGesh..

Me:Thankyouguysforcoming

Gesh:Don'tgetittwisted,IcamebecauseI

wantedtoknowhowIndianscarryouttheir

funerals

Me:Themostimportantthingisthatyoucame

andIappreciatethat

Gesh:Stopwiththecomplimentsit'sstartingto

feelweird

Carl:Guysbacktomoreimportantthings

Welookedathim..

Carl:Itracedwherethewatchwassoldbutthe

storedidn'twannarevealtheinformationofthe

buyer

Me:Whereyoupersuasive?

Carl:Ipulledupallthecardsandstill



Gesh:Sowhat'snextsincethestoreisadead

end?

Carl:Idon'tknow

Me:Atleastwegotadirectionthatiswhat's

moreimportant

Carl:I'lltrytosearchformoreclues,I'llwatch

thevideoagain

Me:ThankyouCarl,appreciateyoureffects

Carl:That'swhatitis!

VICTHOBEKGALE

Iwastalkingtothehitman,heshowedupfor

thefuneral.It'sgoodthatnooneknowshis

identity,hewasgearedupwhenhecarriedout

thejob..



Me:Youhaveanerveshowinguphere!

Hitman:quitstressing,it'snotlikeanyoneis

noticingme

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Hitman:Sometimesspeakingouteverydetail

overthephoneisdangerous,thecopsareon

everyoneit'sbettertodiscusssometimesface

toface

Me:Ithoughtyoushould'velongskippedthe

country?

Hitman:It'sstillbeingorganized

Me:Sowherearewe?

Hitman:Idon'tthinktheboysareonus,it's

beenalmostaweekwithoutthem finding

anythingconcrete.Seemsliketheyhavehita

deadend

Me:Wellweshouldn'trelaxandberelieved,Carl

issmartandquietmeansworry



Hitman:Ifollowhim allthetime,hehasn't

shownanysignsofgettingtothetruth

Me:Weshouldkeepitthatway

Hitman:Thekidnappingwillhelpus

Me:Don'tslipuplikehowyoudoingwiththe

murdercase

Hitman:I'lltrynottoo

Me:LayoffonCarlforaminute,followthrough

ourfallman

Hitman:I'lldothat

Me:Ihavetogoback,infuturepleasenever

andImeannever..Showupinanyofmyfamily

gatherings

Hitman:Noted

Me:Leave

Hitman:Verywell

Iwatchedhim walkaway...



TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Igotoutofthecarafterourconversationand

watchedthem drivingoff.Iturnedbackand

walkedaway..

Halfwaythroughmywalksomeguystopped

me..

Him:Hey

Me:Yeah?

Him:Iworkcloselywithyourfather,justwanted

tosaysorry..Mydeepestcondolences

Me:Thankyou..YouworkwithmyFather?

Him:YesIdo

Me:Howcome?I'veneverseenyoubefore



especiallynotinthecompany?

Him:I..Iworkatthecollege

Me:Makessense

Him:Havethecopsfoundthepersonwhodid

this?IfeelIcanbeofgreathelp

Me:Whatpositionareyouinagain?

Him:Alecturer

Me:Andinthissituationyouwillhelphow?

Him:Iam alecturerweanalyzethings,Imight

catchsomethingthecopsareoverseeing

Me:Ihearyoubutthankyou..Thecaseisin

safehands

Him:Verywell

Inoddedandwalkedaway,thatwasawkward..

NISSI



Khayacalledme,Iwalkeduptohim.Hewas

sittingoutsidenexttohiscarwithacoupleof

friendsdrinkingsoutherncomfort,spongingit

withcocacola..

Wemovedawayfrom thefriends..

Khaya:It'sbeenawhile

Me:Indeed

Khaya:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'm holdingupwellandyou?

Khaya:I'm good

Anawkwardmomentofsilentpassed..

Khaya:Youlookgreat

Me:Thankyou



Khaya:Sowhat'snew?

Me:Uhm..Well..I'm studyingnowatthe

ThobakgaleschoolofPharmacy

Khaya:PerksofdatingwithintheThobekgale

family

Me:Ididitonmyown

Khaya:Ofcourse

IsawThobakgalecomingtous..

Khaya:Ibelieveyoudid

Me:YesIdid

Thobekgale:Khaya

Khaya:Tpee

Heputhisarm aroundmywaist..

Khaya:Iwishyounothingbutthebest

Me:Thankyou..Youtoo

Henodded..TpeeandIwalkedawaywithhis



arm stillaroundmywaist..

Tpee:Whatdidhewant?

Me:Nothingmuch

Tpee:Idon'ttrustthatguy,wouldn'tbe

surprisedtofindouthe'sbehindmyMother's

death

Me:Youthinkhewoulddothat?

Tpee:He'salwaysbeenmyrivaryand

competition

Me:Thatwouldbeheartlessofhim

Tpee:Ihopeit'snothim,becauseonlyGod

knowswhatI'lldo

VICTHOBEKGALE

Iwasbiddingthegueststhatwereleaving

goodbye.MybrotherVusiwalkeduptome..



Vusi:Thefuneralwentwell

Me:Itdid

Vusi:WherearethePolicewiththe

investigation?

Me:Theystillatit

Heshookhishead..

Vusi:Ithinkweshoulddothisonourown,the

justicesystem hasalwaysfailedus

Me:That'strue..I'vehiredaPI

Vusi:That'sgood

Itbrokemeknowingthattheonlychildmy

Brothercaresaboutwilltakethefallforthis,he

neverhadkidsofhisown.SoheadoptedKhaya

andraisedhim ashisown..

Vusi:Ifthere'sanythingIcandofrom myside

Me:Doanythingthatcanhelpmenailthekiller

Vusi:IgotyoulittleBro!



Me:Thankyou

KHAYA

Iwentandsatdownatmyspot..

Sonke:Howisheholdingup?

Me:He'stryingtokeepstrongbut..Iknowdeep

downhe'sbreaking

Sonke:LosingaParentcanbehardonanyone,

eventhehardcoreones

Me:I'm gladthishappened.Thisishiskarma,

TpeestolemyGirlfriend.ThisisthekarmaI've

beenwaitingfor,betterthanmeavenging

myself

Sonke:Hehashurtalotofpeople

Me:Toomuch..Hedeservesthistogetoffthe

highpedestal



Sonke:Ifthisisnotawakeupcallforhim thenI

don'tknow

Me:Tellmeaboutit

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Itwasalongtiringday,Iwasonlyabletorestat

night.Whatwasniceaboutthiswasthefact

that,thefuneralwasn'tbignordiditrequiretoo

muchcookingandwhatnot..

Laterontheguestsleftandonlyfamily



remained.Sheeda'sfamilytheyaregoodpeople,

it'slikebeinggoodiscontagious.From her

MothertoherSisters.Theywerevery

welcomingandfriendlyofme.Iwasscaredat

first,thoughtthatmaybetheywon'tapproveof

mebuttheydid.Theyweren'tevenfakingit..

Iwassittingoutsideatthefireplacewithsome

oftherelativesdrinkingcoffeewith

Marshmallows..

Aiyana:Tomorrowweleaving

Me:Itwasgreathavingyouguysaround

Ayaina:Funeralsarenotagoodwaytobring

familiestogether,buteitherway.Wewereable

togettogethereveninthemostunsettlingway

andwearepleasedtomeetyou

Me:I'm pleasedtomeetyoutoo



Aiyana:Hopingwewillcomebacktoawedding

sometime

Me:Yesmaybe

Aiyana:Notreallysurenorconfident

Me:Let'ssaywewillsee

Ayaina:Itseemslikeyouhaveagoodinfluence

onhim,helooksbetterthanheusuallyis

Me:HeischangingIguess

Aiyana:Ifhetroublesyou,youcanalwaystell

us

Me:Wegoodbutthankyou

Ayaina:Lookatthattime,letmegotobedwe

leavingtomorrow

Me:Goodnight

Aiyana:Goodnight

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



ImetupwithCarlandGeshfordrinks,wedrove

downtothehood..There'stoomuchvibein

there..

Carlcameback..

Me:HowisthelittleSisdoing?

Carl:She'sdoinggood,butshewillhaveto

movedownwithmesoon

Gesh:IthoughttheAuntwastakinggoodcare

ofher

Carl:Sheisbut,she'ssick

Me:Willyouabletolookafterher?

Carl:Ihavenochoice,butI'llhavetolimitonthe

dangerouslife

Me:Whenareyougettingher?

Carl:Nextweek



Gesh:IfyoueverneedmetobabysitI'm here

Helookedatme..

Me:NaaI'm good

Gesh:Youhavetopractice,youandNissimight

havekidssoon

Me:I'm good

Carl:Somethingyouwannatellus?

Me:No..I'm good

Gesh:Hitanerverightthere?

Carl:Youdid

NISSI

IcalledmyAuntandmycousinbeforegoingto

bed,checkeduponthem andalsototalkabout

thecleansingceremony..



Itwasgoodtohearfrom them,especiallysince

weliveinaworldwherepeoplearedropping

deadlikeflies..

TomorrowIwannasurprisemybestfriendZuko

withshopping,it'sbeenawhilesincewespent

timetogether..

Zuko:Hey..Howdiditgo?

Me:Shewaslaidtorestpeacefully

Zuko:That'sgood

Me:TomorrowIwantustogooutanddo

shopping

Zuko:Iam broke

Me:Igotyoudon'tworry

Zuko:HowcanIsayNotothat



Me:Iwillcomepickyouupwiththedriver

Zuko:That'sastrain,howaboutItakeacapto

CBDandyoucanfetchmefrom there

Me:Cool...I'lltransferyouR200forthecab

Zuko:ThankyoumyF

Me:Letmerest,I'm tired

Zuko:Okayfriend..Bye

Me:Bye

VICTHOBEKGALE

IhadputabuginNissi'sphonetolisten

throughherconversations.Tomorrowshewas

settogoanddoshopping,that'sagoodwayto

setforththekidnapping.It'seasierthatshewill

begoingwiththedriverinsteadofTshepi..



IcalledtheHitmantogivehim thedetailsofthe

carthattheywillbetravelingwith...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

IwentoutsidetocallNissi..

Nissi:WellI'm sleepingnow

Me:OkayI'llbetherelater

Nissi:Besafe

Me:Iwill..Ipromise

Nissi:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungupandwalkedbackin..

Carl:SotomorrowmorningI'llpassbyatthe

shopandseehowtheycangiveusdetailsof



thepersonwhopurchasedthewatch

Me:Icanaccompanyyou

Carl:Yeahwhatwillbegood

Hedownedhisbeer..

Carl:Let'scallitanightgents

Me:Iagree,plusI'm tired

Gesh:Yeahyouguyswillletmeknowhowit

goestomorrowwiththeshopsituation

Me:Cool

VICTHOBEKGALE

Iwassittinginmystudydrinkingwhiskey.Iwas

leaningbackonmychairwithaglassof

whiskeyinmyhandwhentheAbraxasshowed

up..



Thankgoodnessthedoorwasclosed..

Abraxas:Iseethekidnappingplanissetfor

tomorrow?

Me:Themorewedelay,themoreTshepigets

closertothetruth

Abraxas:That'strue..Youarethemostloyal

servant,there'snowayIcanaffordtohaveyou

exposed.NotwhenyourSonhastofollowin

yourshoes

Me:Thankyou..Iappreciateit

Abraxas:Youwelcome..Don'tdisappoint

Me:Iwon't

Shenoddedanddisappeared...

CARLSHAW

Atleastmyplaceisnotthatfarfrom Gesh's



place,itwasn'talongdrive..Myshoulderwas

stillgivingmeproblems,butitwasn'tthatbad

anymore..

Iunlockedthedoorandmademywayin,I

proceededtotheloungeIcouldsmellthe

cigaretteintheatmosphereandInoticeda

glassofwhiskeyatthetable.Istoppedand

lookedaround,itwasquiet.Iwenttotheglass,

therewasanoteunderitwhichread:

"backoff"

Ilookedatitforalongtime.Idon'tthinkhe's

aroundanymore.Hehasleft..

.

Tobecontinued

SEASONFINALE



57

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

ThefollowingmorningIsetouttomeetupCarl

sowecanenquireatthestore.Wehadtobe

therebefore09:00am,theiropeningtime.We

wantedtobethefirstonestherebeforethey

getbusy...

Aswewerewaitingoutside,Carlshared

somethingveryimportantwithme..

Me:Whatdoyoumeanhewasatyourplace?

Carl:Smellofacigarette,whiskeyglassonthe

smalltable



Me:Howthehelldidhe..Wereyouguys

followedfrom theHospital?

Carl:Probably

Me:Sonofab***

Carl:Hemightnotbeanamateurafterall

Me:That'swhywehavetofindhim fast,before

hekillsmore

Carl:Hopingthisleadwillhelpus

Thedoorsopened..

Me:Heregoesnothing

NISSI

AfterSheeda'sfamilyleftfortheairport,Igot

thedriverandwedrovetoCBDtopickupZuko..

Iwasabithappywiththisshoppingspree

therapy,alothasbeenhappeningandagirl



needsalittlebitofexcitement..

Wedidfindheratthespotwhereshesaidshe

wouldbe,wewerehappytoseeeachother.We

huggedforawhile..

Zuko:Lookatyou!Wooooow!Thingschange

Me:Istillcan'tsinkitallin

Zuko:Aftereverythingyou'vebeenthrough,you

deservethis

Me:Iguessso

Zuko:Mustgetmeoneofthem richboystolive

comfortably

Me:Don't..Don'twishthat

ShelookedatmeasIrecalledthecardragging

incident..

Zuko:Somethingyounottellingme?



Me:NoI'm goodjustthat..Thericharen'tas

happyaswethoughttheyare.Behindtheir

mansionwalls,themoney,flashycars.They

miserable,broken,angryandverycorrupt

Zuko:What'shappeningNissi?

Me:I'm planningonleavinghim afterIgraduate

Zuko:What?YouleavingThobekgale?Thee

Thobekgale?

Me:He's..He'swhatthenetsaysheis

Zuko:Areyouserious?

Inodded..

Me:SometimesI'm scaredthathemightkillme

Zuko:Nissi!

Me:Idon'tevenhaveaplanonhowI'm goingto

leavehim asyet..There'snoleavinghim.He

doesn'thaveasoulZuko,hedoesn'thavea

heart



Zuko:Whatareyousayingexactly?

Me:He'scoldandheartless

Zuko:Buthe'sgivingyouthebestoflife

Me:Atmyexpense,mysoul,mylife..Whatis

thisbestoflifeifI'm notaliveanymore

Zuko:Let'snotoverreact

Me:HekilledFanny!Hewastheonebehindthe

fatalaccident

Zuko:OhhmyGoodness!Thenwhatarewe

doing?Weshouldbegoinghomeforgetabout

thisthen

Me:There'snoleavinghim Zuko!Thisisit.You

onlyleaveinacoffin

Zuko:Shuuuuuu!

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



Me:Goodmorning

Assistant:GoodmorningGentlemen,howcanI

helpyouthismorning?

Ilookedaround..

Me:Weneedyourhelp

Assistant:That'swhatI'm herefor

Me:Someoneboughtawatchhere,weneedto

knowwhoitis

Assistant:Wearenotinclinedtorevealthat

kindofinformation

Me:Pleaseit'sveryimportant

Assistant:Pluswehavealotofcustomers,

can'treallyrememberall

Me:Youhaverecords..

Carl:It'sVacheronConstantin,yourstore

importants5eachyear.I'm sureyoucangetus

theonewewantyougiveoutacertificatefor



eachwatchandtheyhavetofillinaform,5is

notahaystack

Assistant:UnlessyouarethePolicewecan't

giveyouthatinformationIcouldlosemyjob..

I'm sorry

Carl:Wecangiveyou3k

Me:5k

Shelookedatus..

Me:6k?

Shelookedaround..

Assistant:There'scamerassoIdon'twant

them alertedonsuspiciousbehavior.WhatIwill

doisgointhebackofficecheckthesalesofall

3,because2arenotsoldyet.ThenI'llmeetyou

outside

Me:Soundslikeaplan

Assistant:Tomakethisnotlookmore

suspiciouspleaseletmetakeyouthrough



someofourjewellery,youbuyandwecallita

deal

Me:Perfect

NISSI

WedrovestraighttoSandtonCityquietly.

NowIregrettellingZukoaboutthisasitruined

themoment..

Westartedfirstbygettingsomethingtoeat,

can'tshoponanemptystomach..

WewenttoAkhalwaya'shopingforaquick

meal..

Me:ZukoIdidn'tmeantoruinourday



Zuko:Noyoudidn't..Ijust..

Shesighed..

Zuko:Ifeelveryguiltysittinghereandeating

thengoingtoshopattheexpenseofyourlife

andsafety

Me:Youdon'thavetofeelguilty..Iam theone

whomadethesedecisions,Ihavetolivewithit

fornow

Zuko:Iam notsittingaroundwaitingtohear

thatyougotkilledbyhim!

Me:SolongIdon'tupsethim I'llbefine

Zuko:Yougoingtodothatfor4years?Howdo

younotupsetaPersonfor4years?It's

impossible

Me:MaybethedeathofhisMotherwillmake

him easyonhiscoldside

Zuko:Yeahlet'shopeso

Me:Don'truinthismoment..Ireallyneedit



Zuko:Okaythenlet'stryandforgetaboutit

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Wewaitedforher,shetookhersweettime.We

sawherapproachingthecar..

Me:Finally!

Shewasnervousandkeptonlookingaround,

shegotinthebackseats..

Me:Didyougetit?

Her:Yes..Isavedalltheinformationonmy

phone,couldn'treallytakepapersout

Carl:It'sgood,givemeyourphoneI'lltransfer

them tome

Her:Mymoneyfirst..I'm sorrybutifIgiveyou

whatyouwantthenwhatifyoudon'tpayme?

Me:Givemeyouraccountdetails



ShegavemeheraccountdetailsandthenI

transferred..

Her:Gotit

Carl:Yourphone

ShehandedmeherphoneandthenIsent

everythingtomywhatsapp.Ideletedmy

numberafter..

Me:Here

Assistant:Youwon'ttellanyoneaboutthisright?

Me:No..Yousafe,thisneverhappened

Assistant:Thankyou

Shegotout..

Carl:I'lllookatthisandinform you



Me:No..I'lldrivebehindyou,toyourcar

Carl:Cool..I'llcallGesh

Me:Cool

Igotoutandwenttomycar...

NISSI

Themoodstartedtopickupaswewereeating,

thenwhenweweredone.Wewenttodo

shopping..

Thingswereabitexpensivefrom othershops,

wayovermybudget.Wesettledfornice

affordableoutfitswerewespent10kon

clothes...

Weweren'tgoingtobuythewhoplacejustabit



ofclothestomakethedayandshoes..

Wethendecidedtogodrinksomealcohol.

Hadtofindatleastthatoneplacethatserved

alcoholonaSunday..

IwasenjoyingmydaywithZuko,itstartedoff

badbutnowitwaspickingup..

.
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NISSI



Ihadagreattimewithmybestfriendtoday.

Shewasabletoswiftmymindawayfrom all

thebadthingsthatwerehappening,andputme

inareallygoodmood..Wedrovebackhome

tipsyashellbusysinginginthecar.

Thedriverseemednottomind,hewouldcheck

usoutthroughtherearviewmirror.

Surprisinglyenoughhetookadifferentroute,I

didn'tthinkmuchofit.Justthoughtthatmaybe

it'sashorterwaytogethome..

Itwasnotuntilwedroveintoaquietgravelroad

thatIstartedtobeconcerned..

Me:Hey!That'snottheroutehome



Driver:Iknowbutthere'saworkshopfarahead,

needtogetsomethingfixedinthecar.Don'ttell,

thisisasidehustleIdoeverynowandthento

loottheservicefeemoney

Zuko:DowhatyouhavetodoMan,Igetyou

Ilaidbackandrelaxedasheproceeded.

Indeedweapproachthisabandonedareaor

buildingrather.Itwasisolatedandlooked

unsavorybutIsawbrokencarsaroundsoit

mustbesomeundergroundcarworkshopdeal.

IlookedatZuko,shelookedatmetoo

Zuko:Thisisaninterestingplace

Me:Idon'thaveagoodfeelingaboutthis,he

hasneverdonesuch

Driver:Iam deeplysorryforthis,Iwould've



droppedyouguysofffirstbuttheBosswill

checkthecarfirst,soIhavetomakesurethat

it'sokay

Me:OhhIsee

Heparked..

Driver:I'llberightback,don'tworryyousafe

Hegotout..

Zuko:Wellthisisaninterestingturnofevents

Me:Ihopehegetsdonesoonsowecango

backhome

Zuko:Wefrom thehooddon'tworrysuch

placesweusedtothem

Me:Notthisshady
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Carl:Hey..HeyIgotsomething

Iwalkeduptohim..

Carl:Lorenzo

Me:Areyousure?

Icheckedthescreen..

Carl:TheotherPersonwhopurchasedthe

watchisacelebrity,thisPersonistheonlyone

whodoesn'thaveapublicpersona

Me:Niceworkman!

Carl:Wecan'tgetapicture,sorryaboutthat

Me:Nothisisgood,thisisverygood..I'llgeta

PIonthis

Carl:Wegothim

Me:Wegothim!

NISSI



Afterafewminutesthedrivercameoutwith

twoguys.Awhiteguyandablackguy.The

whiteguywasdressedinallblack,andthe

blackonehadonanoverall.Adirtyoveralland

waswipinghisoilyhands..

Zuko:See..Wegood..It'sallgood

TheDriverpointedatthecarandthenthey

madetheirwaytothecar..

Driver:Willyoubeabletofixit?

Blackguy:Ithinkso,butI'llhavetocheckfirst

Driver:Youcandothat

Blackguy:I'm goingtoneedtheladiestostep

outofthecarforafew

TheDrivercametous..

Driver:Theywouldlikeyouguystostepoutof



thecarforafew..I'm sorryaboutthis

Me:Noit'sgood

Wegotoutofthecar..

Driver:Wellthen?

Whiteguy:Perfect!

Thewhiteguygrabbedme,thentheblackone

grabbedZuko..

Me:What?Whatishappening?

Whiteguy:Youcanscream allyouwantbutno

oneisgoingtohearyou

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Whiteguy:Justfollowingorders

Zuko:Arewebeingkidnapped?

Blackguy:Prettymuch!

Ilookedatthedriver,helookeddown..

Me:Tpeeisgoingtokillyou!Youknowthatand



Iknowittoo!

Driver:I'm justfollowingorderstoo

Me:Ordersfrom who?Whoorderedyoutodo

this?

Theydraggedustotheshelter..

Me:Tpeeisgoingtokillyou!!!(shouting)
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Me:IshouldleaveMan,thankyou

Carl:Don'tmentionit

Me:Doyouwantmetocallsomeonetowatch

yourplace?

Carl:No..I'm good

Me:Areyousure?

Carl:YeahI'm sure



Me:AytMan..Seeyouaround

Carl:It'sallgood

VICTHOBEKGALE

Myphonerang,itwastheDriver..

Me:Isitdone?

Driver:YesSir

Me:Nicework..Idon'tthinkIhavetotellyouto

keepquiet

Driver:Nooneisgoingtoknow

Me:WhenmySonlearnsthatshe'sbeen

kidnapped,he'sgoingtoaskyouquestions.

Difficultquestions

Driver:Iwon'tsayanythingSir

Me:Good..Yourpaymentiswaitingforyouat

home



Driver:YesSir

Me:Youknowyourstoryright?

Driver:YesSir

NISSI

Theytiedustothechairs,Ican'tbelievethisis

happening..Theyobviouslywantsomething,or

elsetheywouldn'thavetakenus.ButwhatI

don'tunderstandis,howcanthedriverbetray

theThobekgales?Itdoesn'tmakesense.He

knowsexactlyhowtheylike

Whohiredhim todothis?Mustbeavery

powerfulpersontogoagainsttheThobakgales,

Ishould'veseenthiscoming.Idon'tevenhave

myphonesinceIleftmybaginthecarwhenwe

wereorderedtogetout.



Thisbuildingwasn'tthatdirty,itjusthadworn

outcarparts.Itwasopenandcold..

Whiteguy:OkayLadiesmynameisLorenzo,

thisismypartnerMandla.Youalreadyknow

whatthisis,sotoavoidanydramaandbeing

hurt.Pleaseco-operate

Me:DoyouknowtheThobekgales?

Lorenzo:YesIdo

Me:Idon'tthinkyoudo,becauseifyoudid.

Thenyouwouldn'tbedoingthis

Hewalkeduptome,Iswallowed.Hebentand

putbothhishandsonmythighslookingme

straightintheeye..

Lorenzo:Iam theonewhokilledthemother

Thatwasashockingstatement...



Lorenzo:Sothatmeanstheyaretouchable

sweetheart

Ididn'tsayanything..

Lorenzo:Justbeagoodgirlokay?ThenIwon't

havetohurtyou

HegotbackupandwalkedtohisPartner..

IlookedatZuko,shelookedscared..Iwastoo,

whatifthesamefatethatfellonSheedawillfall

onustoo?..

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Igothomeanditwasquiet.Onmywayupstairs

IcalledNissi,andshedidn'tpickup.That's

unlikeher,shedoesn'tmissmycalls.



Ileftearlythismorning,shewasstillsleeping

whenIleft..

MyDadwalkedoutofthestudy..

Dad:Son

Me:Pops

Dad:Yougood?

Me:I'm good

Dad:Areyousure?ImeanweburiedyourMom

yesterday

Me:I'm good

Dad:Isee

Me:HaveyouseenNissi?

Dad:Shesaidsomethingaboutgoingtothe

mallwithafriend



Me:Ohhokay

Iwalkedintomybedroom..

.
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Ilookedathim..

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyoulostthem?

Driver:Theywentinsidetodoshopping.I

stayedinthecarwaitingforthem,whenthey

didn'tshowupItriedcalling.Nissi'sphonewas



off,thenIwentinsidealmostsearchedthe

wholeplacecouldn'tfindthem.WhenIgotout,

andwenttothecar.Ifoundthisnoteonthe

window

Hetookthenoteout.Itwaswritten"Lorenzo"

Ihitthetable..

Me:LorenzoSonofaB***

Dad:Youknowhim?

Me:ThisistheguythatCarlandIhavebeen

tryingtotail,wethinkhe'sconnectedtothe

passingofmyMother

Dad:What?

Me:IhavetocallCarlandlethim know,nowI'm

surethathe'sinvolved

Dad:I'm gettinginvolvedtoo



Me:NoDad..Thisguyisdangerous,Ican'tlose

anotherParent

Dad:SheedawasmyWife,Nissiispartofthe

family.I'm notgoingtoletthisslide

Me:Justdon'tdie

IwalkedawaytocallCarl..

Dad:Tellmeeverythingaboutwhathappened

today

Driver:Okay

NISSI

Justsittingonthechairandtieddown,doing

nothingforhourswasatthevergeofmaking

metocompletelylosemysanity.Itwasstarting



togetcold,verycold..

Zuko:Forhowlongaretheygoingtokeepus

here?

Me:Idon'tknow

Iclosedmyeyesandsighed...

Zuko:Whatdotheywantfrom us?

Me:Idon'tknow!!!!

Icalmeddown..

Me:Idon'tknowZuko,IwishIknew

Thedooropened,Mandlawalkedinholding

food..

Mandla:BroughtyouLadiessomethingtoeat

Welookedathim..

Mandla:Ifyouguyswannastarvetodeath,then

goahead



Me:Ifit'smoneyyouwant,you'llgetit.My

boyfriendandhisfathertheyhavemoney

Hechuckled..

Mandla:Yeahright

ThedooropenedandLorenzowalkedin..

Helookedatus..

Lorenzo:Let'sgetbacktowork

Mandla:YesSir

Lorenzo:Gagthem sotheykeepquiet

Mandla:Verywell

Zuko:Ithoughtweweregoingtoeat

Lorenzo:You'lldothatlater

Hisphonevibrated,hetookitoutandlookedat

it..



Lorenzo:Comeon,he'spullingup

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Carl:Thisisnowbiggerthanwhatitfirstwas,

thisguymeansbusiness

Me:Weneedtofindhim Dude,Ican'tloseNissi

Carl:Youwon'tloseher,andwewillfindhim

Me:Atleastbytonightgivemesomething,

somethingIcanuseMan

Carl:I'm onitrightnow

Me:I'llalsoinform thePI

Carl:Dothat

KHAYA



Ipulledupatabandonedshelter,Lorenzowas

standingthere..Iparked,andhewalkedupto

me..

Lorenzo:Khaya

Me:Whatam Idoinghere?

Lorenzo:IhityouupbecauseIwantedtolet

youknowthatIgottheguywhoisstealingfrom

you

Me:Ohwyeah?

Hehandedmetheenvelope..

Me:Thankyou

Itooktheenvelope..

Me:Thatwasquick,youpulledupquick

Lorenzo:Iam onlyheretoserve

Me:I'llmakethepayment

Lorenzo:Ohnodon'tsweatit,thisoneisonthe

house



Me:Thankyou

Weshookhands..

Me:Thankyousomuch

Lorenzoisthegotooguywhenyouneed

somethingdone..

VICTHOBEKGALE

IlookedaroundforTshepi,thenIlookedatthe

driver..

Me:Youdidwell

Driver:Helookedveryangry

Me:Don'tworryaboutthat,solongwestickto

thestorywewillbefine

Driver:Sowhat'snext?



Me:Youaredonefornow

Driver:ThankyouSir

Me:Youshouldbeproudofyourself,youmade

agoodcall,nowyoursecondDaughterwhen

shecompletesmatricthisyear.Nextyearshe

willbeenrolledatmycollege,youwon'teven

spendacenttowardshereducation

Driver:ThankyousomuchSir,Iappreciateit

NISSI

Lorenzowalkedinandlookedatus..

Lorenzo:ThatwastheBoss,theguywhohired

me

Ilookedathim..

Lorenzo:Khaya..Tpee'scousin

Myeyeswidened..



Icouldn'tsayanything,Iwasgagged..

Lorenzo:There'sascorethathewantedto

settlewiththeThobakgaleBoy

Khaya?Howcanhedothis?

Lorenzowalkeduptomeandtookoutthegag..

Me:Khaya?Whyishedoingthis?IsitbecauseI

lefthim forTpee?

Lorenzo:Yes..That'sexactlythereason,he's

behindeverything.BehindthekillingofSheeda

andyourkidnapping

Myheartalmoststopped,that'spathetic!So

Khayacan'tacceptamerebreakup?It'sbeen

longnow

Lorenzo:Nowwecaneat
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Iwalkeddownstairs.Dadwasnowalone

Me:Whereishe?

Dad:Isenthim home,hefeelsverybadabout

whathappened

Me:Westillneedtoquestionhim more

Dad:Ithinkhehastolduseverythingthatwe

neededtoknow

Me:Therehastobesomething,weneedtoput

him underpressure..Breakhim!.

Dad:Tshepi!Iknowyouarehurtingbutwe

won'tbreakPiet.Hehasworkedforusforyears,

hewouldneverlietous..Ithinkhehastoldus

everythingthatweneededtoknow.Now,get

yourheadright.There'sworktodo

NISSI



Thiswasridiculous..TheyfirstuntiedZukoto

eat,thenaftertheyuntiedme.Theydidn'tletus

eatatthesametime,incasewetrysomething

stupid..

Lorenzo:Youwillusethattoiletoverthere,it's

notworkingthoughbut..

Weremainedquiet..

Lorenzo:TomorrowMandlawillbringina

mattressandablanket,thenremoveeverything

thatcouldbeusedasweaponsagainstus..

Mandlawillbebacktomindyouguys,untilthe

morningcomes

.
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NISSI

Thereisnowaythatonewouldgetsleepunder

suchcircumstances..Theymadeussleepon

thechairstiedlikethat,asiflikewehadnolife

inus.Theplacewascoldashell,itwasvery

windyatnightwhichmadeitimpossibleforus

tosleep.Mandlawasavailableupuntillateto

allowustogopeeinthatFilthytoiletthat'snot

evenworking,withagunpointedatyou..Itwas

anightmare..Heonlygaveusjacketswhenhe

left.

ThesuncameupwithmythroatsoreI'm even

surprisedwemadeitthroughthenight.



MybodywasachingandIwasdeadtired.

IlookedoveratZukoandshestillhadhereyes

closed.Ipanicked..

Me:Zuko?

Shedidn'trespond..

Me:Zu!!

Herheadmovedslowly..Shethentriedtoopen

hereyes..

Me:Hey

Shelookedaround..

Me:Areyouokay?

Sheclosedhereyesagainandopenedthem.

Me:Areyouokay?

Zu:I'm okay



Heclearedherthroat...

Atleastshewasfine,that'sallthatmattered.
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Witheverythingthatwashappening,goingto

workwasnotanoption.Dadagreedtogoin

untilIsortallthisshitout..

IhadtofindNissi,Iwasn'tgoingtoletwhat

happenedtomyMotherhappentohertoo.

IcalledCarl..

Carl:Thobakgale

Me:TellmesomethingMan



Carl:Itriedfindingsomethingabouthim but

thisguyisaghost

Me:Thisguyweknowhisname,weknowhe

killedMom.He'sclumsyheleavestrails.

There'ssomethingthatheleftthatcanmakeus

findhim..ComeonCarl!NoPerfectionistcan

leavetrailslikethis

Carl:Hecould'veleftitonPurpose,itcouldbea

mistakewedon'tknow!

Me:Themorewedelay,themoreshe'sin

danger

Carl:Iunderstandthat

Me:Noyoudon't!Becauseifyouunderstood,

thenyouwillunderstandthatherlifeisingrave

danger

Carl:Wewillfindher

Me:Stopsayingthatandfindher!

Ihungup...



VICTHOBEKGALE

IwasintheofficewhenIcalledLorenzo..

Lorenzo:MrT

Me:It'stimetomakethatphonecall

Lorenzo:Whatareourdemands?

Me:Thetape

Lorenzo:Whatif..Whatifhesendsitaround

andthere'salotofcopies?

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter,wewillcrossthatbridge

whenwegetthere..Ihaveaplan

Lorenzo:YesSir,I'llmakethecall

Me:Good!

NISSI



Mandlamadehiswayin..

Mandla:GoodmorningLadies

Welookedathim..

Mandla:Broughtyousomebreakfast

Wekeptquiet..

Mandla:Mostpeoplewouldsay"Thankyou".

Hotcoffeeafteracoldnight?

Westillremainedquiet..

Mandla:Suchnegativityenergy

Me:Areyouserious?Areyouseriously

consideringthisnegativeenergy?

Mandla:Nowthat'sbetter

Me:Forhowlongareyouplanningonkeeping

usherefor?

Mandla:ForaslongasIwant



Me:Doyouguysevenhaveaplan?

Mandla:Youaskalotofquestions

Me:That'sbecauseyouguysseem tonoteven

haveaplan

HelookedatZuko..

Mandla:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Zukoslowlynodded..Ishookmyhead..
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AftershoweringIreceivedacall,from an

unknownnumber..

Me:Hello?

Caller:Am IspeakingtoTshepisoThobekgale?

Me:Who'sasking?



Caller:Lorenzo

IstoppedwhatIwasdoing..

Me:Whereismygirlfriend?

Caller:She'ssafe

Me:Howmuchdoyouwant?

Caller:WhosaidIwantyourmoney?

Me:Thenwhatdoyouwant?

Caller:Thevideo..Myvideoofpullingthetrigger

Me:Then?

Caller:Wewillfuckensendyouthevideovia

whatsapp

Caller:No..Iwantyouandyourfriendtoshow

upwiththecellphonethenwedothetrade

Me:When?

Caller:I'llbeintouch

Hehungup.Thatisstupid,IcouldhaveCarl



sendthevideotomeandGeshbeforehanding

outhisphone..Whatisthisguyplayingat?Ishe

stupid?

VICTHOBEKGALE

Lorenzo'scallcamethrough..

Me:And?

Lorenzo:Icalledhim

Me:ProceedwithStep2

Lorenzo:YesSir

Me:Good!

Ihungup..
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IcalledCarlandtoldhim whatLorenzowanted..

Carl:Wtf?

Me:It'sunusual

Carl:Veryunusual,that'sthemoststupid

ransom I'veeverheard

Me:Youthinkweshouldgoforit?

Carl:Nohitmancouldnegotiatethatstupid,

what'stheenddeal?

Me:Wehavetogoprepared

Carl:No..Wecan'tshowupwithacrowdit'llput

Nissiindangerbutwecanhavefriendsinhigh

placesstakingouttheexchange

Me:Thatcouldwork

Carl:Sowhenistheexchange

Me:Hesaidhewillcallback



Carl:Thenwewillwaitforhim

NISSI

Mandla'sphonerangandhewalkedoutside..

Me:Idon'tthinktheyhaveaplan

Zuko:Stopaskingalotofquestionstheymight

killus

Me:Theyseem likeamatures,plustheyneedus.

Theywon'tkillus

Zuko:Eitherway...Don'tasktoomany

questions

Mandlawalkedback..

Mandla:Okayladies..Eat,youwillhavebe

movedoutforafewminutes

Me:Wheretoo?

Mandla:Thetrunk



Me:Huh?

Mandla:Iwilluntieyoufirstthenthenextone,

thenyougotothetrunk

KHAYA

Iwasinmyofficecountingafewnotes.I

receivedacallfrom Lorenzo,healwayscalls

withaprivatenumber..

Me:Hello?

Lorenzo:Areyoubusy?

Me:Why?

Lorenzo:Ineedyoutocomedowntothe

warehouse

Me:Why?

Lorenzo:Iwanttoshowyousomething,



somethingimportant

Me:CoolMan..I'llbethere

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

Thetrunkwassuffocatingusmore.Wewere

gaggedsothatwedon'tmakeasound..

Weweresqueezedinthatconfidedspace,not



beingabletomovejustbreathingandnothing

more.Itwasdark,andhot.IfeltlikeIwasgoing

topassoutanddiefrom allthatsuffocation

thatwashappening..

Iheardvoices,malevoices.Iwashearingthem

from adistance,soIdidn'tknowwhowas

talkingandwhattheyweresaying..

KHAYA

Wewalkedintotheabandonedbuildingandhe

showedmeanEngine..

Iwhistled..

Lorenzo:Anycontactsyouknowthatmightbe

interested?



Me:Iam notsure

Lorenzo:Potentialbuyersattheclub?

Me:I'llcheck..Howfastdoyouwantitgone?

Lorenzo:Veryfast

Me:I'llseewhatIcando

Lorenzo:I'llgreatlyappreciateitMan

Me:IgotyouMan

Lorenzo:Cool

Me:Letmego,we'lltalksoon

Lorenzo:Cool

Hewalkedmeout...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

IwaswithCarl..



Carl:IfoundoutthathewasintheArmy

Me:Howisthathelpingus?

Carl:It'sinformation

Me:Onethatservesusnothing

Carl:Iam tryingmybesthere

Me:Iknow..I'm sorry

Carl:Wewillfindheralive

Me:Ihopeso

Carl:Hehasn'tcalled?

Me:Notyet

Carl:Hisdemandsareconfusing

Me:Therehastobesomething,Idon'tthinkit's

easylikethis

Carl:Wewillhavetowaitandsee

Myphonerang,itwasaprivatenumber..



Me:It'shim

Carl:Answer

Me:Lorenzo

Carl:Tomorrowat19:00,inaveryisolatedarea

doyouhavesomethingtowritethecoordinates?

IlookedatCarlandsignaledthatheshould

writesomething..

Me:Gimmethecoordinates

Lorenzo:Verywell

VICTHOBEKGALE

Ireceivedthevideofrom MandlaofLorenzo

andKhayawalkingintotheabandonedbuilding.

YesterdaytheyalsosentmepicturesofKhaya

atthewarehouse..



Me:Bingo!

IcalledLorenzo..

Lorenzo:Sir

Me:Isitdone?

Lorenzo:Yes

Me:Tomorrowit'son?

Lorenzo:At19:00exactly!

Me:Perfect

Lorenzo:Didyoureceivethevideo?

Me:Idid

Lorenzo:YesSir

Me:Don'tscrewup

Lorenzo:Iwon'tSir

Me:EspeciallybecauseIwon'tbethere



Lorenzo:Iwon'tscrewupSir

Me:Thankyou

Ihungup..

Icalledsomeoneelse,IcalledAce..

Ace:Sir

Me:Tomorrowat19:00,attheabandoned

building

Ace:Copythat

Me:Don'tfuckup

Ace:Iwon'tSir

Ihungup...

NISSI



Weweretakingoutofthetrunkfinally..

Iwasfeelingabitdizzy..

Theytiedbacktothechairsandtookoutthe

gags..

Lorenzo:Ifitallgoeswell,tomorrowyoumight

begoinghome

Me:Yeeey(sarcasm)

Lorenzo:Yesyoushouldbehappy

Me:Sowhatisitthatyouwanted?

Lorenzo:Don'tworryaboutthat,justbehappy

thatyougoinghome

Me:Okay

Hegaveusasleeksmileandwalkedaway..



Ishookmyhead..

Me:ZukoI'm reallysorryaboutthis

Zuko:It'sokay,don'tsweatit

Inodded...

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

CarldrovedowntoGesh,Idrovedowntosee

myFather.Tellhim aboutwhat'sgoingtogo

downtomorrow..

Dad:Areyousure?

Me:Thisguysoundsverystupidbutatthe

sametimeIdon'twannafuckthis



Dad:Soit'sgoingtobeYou,Gesh,andCarl?

Me:Yes..Ratherbesafethansorry

Dad:Iunderstand

Me:IfIfuckthisup,Iwon'tbebringingherback

hometomorrow

Dad:Iunderstand..Justbecareful

Me:Iwill

Dad:Youwillbringherbacktomorrownight

Me:Ihopeso..Thankyouforeverything

Dad:Youwelcome,she'spartofourfamily

Inodded...

.

Tobecontinued

Beloved

Facebookhasthisrestrictionwheretheylimit
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NISSI

Ihavehadituptomythroatwiththiswhole

beingheldcaptivething,Iwasstartingtoget

sick.Morelikecomingdownwithfluor

something,nottomentionhowmybodywas

aching..ThismorningIwasn'tmybest,Iwas

dizzy,dehydratedandhadthisimpounding

headache..

Lorenzo:Justafewhoursleftforthetradeto



bedone,justprayyourboyfriendfollows

instructionsanddoesn'tmessup

IlookedoveratZuko,shewasalsoinherstate

ofherown..

Me:Ineedwater

Hetookthebottleofstillwaterandcametome,

tomakemedrink...

Lorenzo:Mandlawillbeherewithfood

Ididn'tcareanymore,allIcaredaboutwas

goinghometonight.That'swhatIcaredabout!

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



Iwaswaitingfortheco-ordinates,saidhewill

sendthem at18:00.Iwanttocarrythisoutas

instructed,becausethelastthingIwantisto

putNissiinmoredangerandendupnot

returninghomewithher..

Gesh:Sowegoingtherenotstrapped?

Me:ThelastthingIwantistoputherindanger

Gesh:Buthowdoweknowthatwesafe?

Me:Wewillshowupnotstrapped,andifyou

wannabailoutIunderstand

Gesh:Iam notbailingout,I'm justsaying

Carl:Let'shavesomeoneoncall,incasethis

turnsoutbad

Me:Wecandothat

Carl:Themainkeytoallofthisistobringher



backhomeandsafe

Gesh:That'sthegoal

Me:Thankyouguysfordoingthis,Itruly

appreciateit

Carl:WegotyouMan

Me:Let'sdothis

Gesh:Let'sdothis

VICTHOBAKGALE

Iwasnervousaboutthiswholesituationfor

laterontoday.Willtheplanbeexecutedwell?

Willtheymessupandhavemeimplicated?I

can'taffordtolosemySon.He'stheonly

PersonIhaverightnow..

Me:Tonighttheplanmustbewellexecuted



Lorenzo:Iwon'tdisappoint

Me:Youshouldn'tI'm payingyoualotofmoney

Lorenzo:Everythingwillgowell

Me:Thereshouldn'tbeanyviolence

Lorenzo:Solongtheywon'tbringviolencetoo

from theirside

Me:MySonisimpulsivebutthisgirlmatters

themosttoher,hewon'triskit

Lorenzo:Ifyousayso

Me:Youwilltellmehowitgoesafterwards

Lorenzo:YesSir

Ihungup..Igotuptogoandlockthedoor,asI

wasgoingtocarryoutmyprayerstothe

Abraxasfortonight.TohaveherprotectmySon

inallofthis

TSHEPISO(TPEE)



Thedaywentpass,andwitheachhourpassing.

Iwasgettingverynervousaboutthewhole

exchange.Idon'twanttoloseNissi,andIhope

thiswon'tturnoutbad...

Atexactly18:30Lorenzotextedtheco-

ordinates.Calculatingthedistance,itwilltake

us30-40mintogetthere.IshowedtheBoys,

andwedrovestraighttothedesignated

location.Carlwastheonedriving,mypalms

weresweating.Ihaveneverbeenthisnervous

aboutanythingbefore..

NISSI

Lorenzo:Only30minleftLadies,holdon

Iwasabitrelievedthatfinallythisiscomingto



anendtonight.IhopeTpeepullsthisout

perfectly,Ireallywannagohome.I'm tiredofall

ofthis,tonightIwannasleepathome..

IlookedoveratZuko..

Me:Holdonabitlonger,wearegoinghome

tonight

Zukoslowlynodded...

VICTHOBAKGALE

Iwasatthebackofmycarasthedriverdrove

metothedesignatedarea..

Acecalledme..



Me:Ace

Ace:Sir,wealreadyhere

Me:IsmySonthere?

Ace:Notyet

Me:I'm onmyway..What'sgoingon?

Ace:It'sveryquiet..Onlyonecarhere

Me:Okaykeepmeinformed

Ace:YesSir

Me:Bye

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Whenwearrivedattheplace,therewasacar

parkedclosetotheabandonedshelterwith

someonestandingbyit.Itwasmyveryfirst



timeseeinghim,firsttimelayingmyeyeson

him..Weparkedandgotoutofthecar..

Him:Gentlemen

Welookedateachotherandmadeourwayto

him..

Him:MynameisMandla,Iam anassociateof

Lorenzo

Me:WhereisLorenzo?

Him:He'sinside,Ihavetosearchyouguys

beforeyougoin..Ihopeyouunderstand

Gesh:Wecanjustkillyounow,goinsideandkill

your"Associate"

Him:Iwishyoucouldbecauseifyoudothat,

thegirlsbrainswillbescatteredonthefloortoo

Gesh:Wecanjuststrangleyoutodeath,asilent

quickdeath



Him:SamethingbecauseifIdon'tmakeitin

first,thegunheldat..

Helookedatme..

Him:Atyourgirlfriend'sheadwillgooff

Me:Geshstopplaying

Isteppedtohim firstandhesearchedme..

Geshfollowed,andsodidCarl..

Me:Satisfied?

Him:Wecanmakeourwayin

Hewalkedinfirst,andthenwefollowed.

Isawthem,theyweretiedtothechairs.Ihadit

allinme,towalkuptoLorenzoandbeathim to

death.Hereyeslitupwhenshesawme,nogun

washeldatherheadthough..

Lorenzo:Gentlemen..Thankyouforcoming



Ilookedathim..

Me:Wait..Aren'tyouthesameguywhowasat

myMother'sfuneral?Talkingaboutyouknow

myDad?

Lorenzo:Yourmemoryservesyouright

Me:Whatisgoingonhere?

Lorenzo:Ineededtogetinandattendthe

funeral,sothatIcouldfindmynextvictim.

Knowwhoisclosetowho..Youdidn'tthinkthat

IwasworkingwithyourFathernowdidyou?

Carl:Idon'tunderstand..Whyareyoudoingthis?

Whatareyoureallyafter?Whohiredyoutokill

SheedaThobakgale?

Vic:ItwasKhaya



Weallturnedbackandlookedathim,hehad3

guyswithhim..

Me:What?

Nissi:He'sstillmadthatyou..Youtookme

awayfrom him

Carl:NaaIdon'tbuyit..Itdoesn'tmakesense,

whywouldKhayaresorttosuchextremesfor

revenge?

Vic:Thesearepicturesthatweresenttome

yesterday

Hegavemetheenvelope..

Itookthepicturesoutandlookedatthem.It



wasPicturesofKhayafrequentlyhere..

Me:Yougottobekiddingme

Carl:Letmesee

Ipassedthem tohim..MyFathermovedcloser

toLorenzo...

Lorenzo:IwasonlydoingwhatIwaspaidtodo,

itwasbusiness

Withoutanywarning..MyFatherpulledouta

gunandpointeditatLorenzo..

Lorenzo:Whatareyoudoing?Thiswasn-



MyFathershothim,thegirlsscreamed.He

wentcloserandshothim acoupleoftimes.

Oneofhisguysmovedclosertooandstarted

shootingLorenzo'saccomplices.

Afteralltheshooting,itwasquietforawhile.

Me:Thefuck?

MyFatherturnedbackandlookedatme..

Dad:Hekilledmywife!

Me:Youdon'tjustshoot!Wewerestillgoingto

questionhim



Dad:Andthenwhatafterthathuh?Justgetthe

girls,movethem toaplaceofsafety.They've

beentraumatizedenough!

Helookedathisguys..

Dad:Cleanup

Hewalkedouttohiscar..

Carl:Whatthehell?

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

IwokeuptoTshepisittingonthechair,nextto

thehospitalbed.ZukoandIweredriven

straighttothehospitalafterwewererescued..I

don'tunderstandwhyKhayawoulddothis,now

I'm scaredthatsincehedidn'tfinishoffhis

workhewillcomeatmeagain..Iwasonlyable

togetagoodsleepafterbeingsedated..

Tshepi:Hey

Hewasholdingmyhand..

Me:Hey

Tshepi:Howareyou?

Me:I'm okayandyou?



Tshepi:I'm okay..Youwereabletosleep

peacefully

Me:Ineededthesleep

Hekissedmyhand..

Tshepi:I'm sorryItooklong

Me:Don'tblameyourself,atleastweweren't

torturednorsexuallyviolated

Tshepi:I'm goingtohaveawordwithKhaya

Me:Idon'tknowwhyhewoulddothis

Tshepi:Iknowthatmeandhim havebadblood,

buttothreatenandkillpeoplewhomatterthe

mosttomejustbecauseyoufelloutwithhim

andme?That'sinsane!

Me:Iam surprisedmyself

Tshepi:Justgladyouokay

Me:Whenam Igoinghometomorrow?



Tshepi:Drsaidpossiblytomorrow

Me:Idon'twannabehere

Tshepi:Iknow

Hekissedmyhandagain...

CARLSHAW

Alotwasn'tmakingsensewiththiscase,soI

droveuptogoandseeKhaya.Lethim know

whathappened,andhearhisversionofthe

truth..

Khaya:IknowLorenzo,Idobusinesswithhim

butnottohurtthoseIknownorwhoareclose

tome.YesNissiandTpeefuckedupbutI

wouldneverdosuchknowingverywellhowthe

Thobakgalesare..Iwasbeingsetupforthis



Me:Ibelieveyou..Doyouknowwhowould

wanttosetyouuplikethis?

Khaya:No..Idon'tknowanyone

Me:Youneedtogetoutofhereforawhileuntil

Ifigurethisout,ifTpeeandVicgettoyou..You

areadeadmanwalking

Henodded..

Khaya:I'lldoso..ThankyouMan

Me:Youwelcome

VICTHOBAKGALE

Me:Ace

Ace:Justlikeyoususpected,Carlisattheclub..

Ifollowedhim justasyourequested



Iclosedmyeyes..

Ace:ShouldItakehim out?

Me:No..LeaveCarl,justtailKhayaandpullthe

triggerbeforeTpeegetstohim

Ace:I'lldoso

Me:ThankyouAce

Ace:YesSir

Ihungup...

Abraxas:Youdidtherightthingandyoustill

doingtherightthing

Me:AfterKhaya..Thisisadonedealright?

Abraxas:Yes

Me:WhataboutCarl?

Abraxas:Don'tworryabouthim,I'llvisithim



Me:Younotgoingtokillhim right?

Abraxas:Ofcoursenot..Weneedhim,he's

smartandwillhelpyoursonwhenyourSon

takesover..I'm justgoingtowipeoffhis

memoryaboutthiswholeincident

Me:Okay

Abraxas:It'sover,andyoursecretissafe..Itwill

betakentothegrave

NISSI

TshepihelpedmetogotoZuko'sward.

ShewaswatchingTV..

Me:Hey

Zuko:Friendship

Me:Howareyouholdingup?



Zuko:I'm okaynow

Me:I'm gladyoufeelingokay..I'm sosorry

aboutthis

Zuko:GuessIneededdramainmylife

Me:Maybe

Tshepi:Hi

Zuko:Hi

Me:ThisisTshepi..AndTshepithisismybest

friendZuko

Tshepi:Sorrytomeetyouinsuch

circumstances

Zuko:It'sgoodtofinallymeetyou

Tshepi:I'm sorryaboutwhathappened,if

there'sanythingyouneed

Zuko:Ineedajob

Tshepi:Whatqualificationsdoyouhave?

Zuko:Matriconly



Tshepi:I'llseewhatIcando,notpromisingyou

anyseriouspositionbutIheardcleanersare

needed

Zuko:I'lltakeit

Tshepi:Whenyougetdischargedwewillsort

youout

Zukosmiled..

Zuko:Thankyou

CARLSHAW

IdrovebackhomeaftertalkingtoKhaya.Ihope

thathetakesmyadviceandmakesarunforit,

becauseIbelievehe'sinnocent.

AsIwassittingatmyplacegoingoveralotof

things,smokearosefrom theroom.Thatwas



weird...Thenthiscreaturewomanappeared..

Her:CarlShaw

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:I'm someoneyoudon'twannamesswith

Me:ExcuseMe?

Her:Youareplayingwithforcesbeyondyou,

andforyourownprotectionIhavetodothis

ShemadeherwaytomeandIcouldn'tmovean

inch.Shegotcloserandfeartookover.Her

aurawasunsettlingandscary.Sheplacedher

handonmyforehead..

Her:Sleep

That'stheonlythingIremember..



KHAYA

Thiswasinsane.Thiswasveryinsane.

Imademywaytomycar,itwasdarkinthe

parking..HowcanTpeepossiblythinkthatIcan

dosuch?It'sinsane..

Voice:Khaya?

Iturnedback..Itwassomeguystandingbehind

meatafardistance..

Me:Yes?

Hetookouthisgunandstartedshootingme.

NISSI



Zuko:Thiswasaterribleexperiencebut..

Lightningstruckmyway

Me:I'm gladthatweareokay,that'sallthat

matters

Tshepimadehiswayin..

Tshepi:LadiesIhavetogo

Ilookedathim..

Tshepi:I'llseeyoutomorrowmorning

Me:Okay

Tshepi:Don'tworryyouaresafehere

Me:Iknow

Hewalkedoverandkissedme..

Tshepi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Tshepi:Zuko..Itwaslovelymeetingyou

Zuko:Samehere

CARLSHAW

Iheardmyphoneringing,Islowlyopenedmy

eyesandrealizedthatIwasonthefloor.More

likeIfelltothefloorwithmychair..

Igotmyphoneoutfrom mypocket,itwas

Gesh..

Me:Gesh

Gesh:I'vebeencallingyouMan

Ihadaterribleheadache..

Me:Yeah..I..What'sup?



Gesh:Iwantedtoknowifnothingwillbe

implicatedtous

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Gesh:Whathappenedtoday

Me:Huh?

Gesh:Thekidnappingandeverything?

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Gesh:Whatdoyoumean,youdon'tunderstand?

Me:Whathappenedagain?

Gesh:What'swrongwithyou?

Me:Idon'tknow..FeelslikeIbangedmyhead

somewhere

Gesh:Ohw..Iwassayingthatleavethewhole

thing,Iknowyouhaveyoursuspicionsbut..

Let'sstayoutofmattersthatdon'tconcernus

Me:Yeah..Sure

Gesh:Yaasomethingisdefinitelywrongwith



you

TSHEPISOTHOBEKGALE

AsIwasdrivingbackhome,Ireceivedacall

from myUncle..

Me:BraVee?

Him:Igotacallfrom theclub

Me:Yeah?

Him:Khayahasbeenshot

Me:Huh?

Him:Khayawasshotincoldblood

Me:That'sbad

Him:Ijustneedtoknowthatyounotbehindit

Me:WhywouldI?



Him:Iknowhowmuchyoutwohavebeenatit

Me:Iwasatthehospitalwithmygirlfriendthat

hegotkidnapped

Him:Excuseme?

Me:Iam gladhe'sdead,becauseifIhadgotten

tohim first..Youweren'tevengoingto

recognizehim

Him:Tpee

Me:ByeUncle

Ihungup...

.

Tobecontinued
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NISSI

[8MONTHSLATER]

Myheartwasbeatingonmythroat,palms

sweaty.Themomentoftruthishere.Allthat

I'veworkedhardfor,shouldbepayingoff..

Iletotherscheckandmove,ithasbeenatough

yearforme.Thekidnappingtookatollonme,

andalmostdestroyedmystudies.

WhenIgotcloser,Iwentdownfarthelistto

checkmystudentnumber.AllIneedis50%

from mymodulestositforthefinalexam.

Thefirstmodulewaspromising65%,thenext



58%,the3rd60%,andthefinalone50%.Those

aren'tcelebratoryyearmarks,butImadeit.

Iclosedmyeyesandletoutasighofrelief.I'll

besittingformyfinalexams,possiblypassand

gotosecondyear..Iturnedandlookedatmy

friends..

Me:Imadeit!

Jay:That'sgreat!

Camilla:Itwould'vesomehowifyoudidn'tmake

it,andwemadeit

Wewon'tbehavinganyclassesanymore,today

wasourlastdayatschooluntilourfirstexam in

twoweekstime..



Jay:Thiscallsforcelebration

Camilla:Icecream

Welookedather..

Jay:Definitelysomewine!Alittlebooze

Camilla:Who'sgoingtodrive?

Jay:Youwill,sinceyounotmuchofadrinker

Westartedwalking..

Jay:Howcomeyoudon'thaveacarbutyou

rich?

Me:I'm gettingoneifIpassmyfinalexams

Jay:Beautiful

VICTHOBAKGALE

Isatinhisoffice..



Me:And?

HOD:Shefailedpharmacology,shegot48%.I

wasabletosneakinthe2%soshequalifiesfor

exam

Me:Atleast

HOD:Wecould'vejustpresentedhercaseof

beingkidnappedandhadherrewrite

pharmacology

Me:Thatwould'vebeendiscouragingforher.

Thankyoufordoingthis,she'sbeenthrougha

lotthisyear.Myfamilyhasbeenthroughalot.

Herstudiesarewhatkeepshergoing

HOD:Ihopethisisthelasttimeyoumakeme

dothis

Me:Yesitis,thankyouforyourhelp

HOD:Youwelcome

Me:Letmego



HOD:HaveagooddaySir

TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Iglanceddownatthegrave..Itallseemedlike

yesterdaywhenweheardnewsofherbeing

gunneddown..

Me:Ican'tbelievetimehaspassedsomuch.

It'sbeenawhilesinceyouweburiedyou

Iputtheflowersdownonhergrave..

Me:Thingsarebetternow,wearetryingtopick

backthepiecesofwhatwasbrokenandput

them together.Nissiisdoingwell,I'm doing

wellandsoisDad...Ontheotherhand



Itookouttheengagementring..

Me:Justwantedyoutoknowthatweareall

fine,andIwantyoutobefinetooandI'm

preparingtoproposetohertonight

CARLSHAW

Iwassittingatarestaurantwithmylittlesister,

shehasmoveddowntolivewithme

permanently.She's6yearsold,hernameis

Jennyandquitefranklyweareallthatwehave

now.OurParentsdiedalongtimeago,myAunt

isnolongergoodhealthwise.She'sinandout

ofthehospitalalot,soherstateofhealthisnot

okayforhertomindmysister..



Me:Doyoulikeyournewschool?

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

Me:Haveyoumadefriends?

Jenny:Maybeoneortwo

Ichuckled..

Me:Maybeoneortwo?

Shenodded..

Me:Giveittime,I'm sureyou'lllikethekids

there

Jenny:IwannagoandPee

Me:That'sthesecondglassofjuiceyouhaving,

I'm notsurprised

Igotup..

Me:Let'sgo

Iheldherhandandwewenttotherestroom,I

stoodatthedoor..



Me:Ican'tgoin,it'sagirl'stoilet.Youwillgoin,

I'llstandhereandwhenyoudoneyoucomeout

right?

Jenny:Right

Me:Ifsomethinghappens..Scream

Jenny:Okay

Me:Scream veryloud

Jenny:Okay

Voice:I'm goingintoo,I'llmakesureshe'ssafe

Ilookedather..

Her:Sammy

Me:Carl

Weexchangedahandshake

Me:Thankyou..ThisismylittleSisterJenny



Sammy:OkaythenJenny,let'sgoin

Me:Thankyou

Sammy:Youwelcome

Theywalkedintogether..

NISSI

Wewenttoabartohaveacoupleofdrinks..

Camilla:Can'tbelievethatit'salmosttheendof

theyearalready

Me:Yaa..Iwantthisyeartoendalready

Jay:Metoo

Jay:Tonewbeginningsnextyear

Weraisedourglasses..



Me:Tonewbeginningsnextyear

Camilla:Tonewbeginnings

CARLSHAW

SammyandJennycameout..

Me:Thankyoufortakingherin

Sammy:It'sokay,she'sanAngel

Me:Jennywhatdowesay?

Jenny:Thankyou

Sammy:Youwelcome

Me:Wouldyouliketohavedrinkswithus?My

wayofsaying"Thankyou"

Sammy:I'dlikethat...But..



SomeGirlscalledherout..

Girl:Angel

Sammy:I'm coming

Shelookedatme..

Sammy:Ihavetogo

Me:Angel?

Sammy:That'sjustanickname

Me:Atleastgivemeyournumberthen,soIcan

takeyououtsometimetosaythankyou

Sammy:Uhm

Me:Please..

Ihandedhermyphonetoputhernumber.



TSHEPISO(TPEE)

Iwasdrivingbackhome,wannapreparedinner

fortonightsoitcangowithmyproposal..AsI

wasdriving,smokesurfacedfrom theback

seats.Isawitthroughtherearviewmirror...

Ipulledoverandturned,Isawsomeonesitting

therethroughthemirrorbutwhenIturnedback

Ididn'tseeanyone..

Ilookedatthemirroragain..

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:Thatdoesn'tmatter,butyouwillnotmarry

thisgirl



Me:Excuseme?

Her:Inallrealities,there'snonewhereyouand

herwillevermakeit

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Whoareyou?

Her:Sheisnottheoneandnotforgettingthat

shewillintimefallvictim toyourwaysanddie

Me:What?

Her:Arivalwillrevengeyouthroughher

Thiswasconfusing..



Her:Don'tmarryher,itwillneverwork.Ifyou

persistyouaregoingtobeherdownfall,Iwill

makeyouherdownfall.Sheisnottheonefor

youandtheunionisnotblessed.Youwillhave

achildtoo,withanotherwoman.Ababygirl,

thenyouwillcontinuetohavetwinswith

anotherwomanthatyouwillsettledownwith.

Thatyouwillendupwith,butthisoneisnotthe

oneforyou.Ifyoukeeppushingyouwillbeher

untimelydeath

Shethendisappeared..

.

...............THEEND




