


~Mistress~

PROLOGUE

.

.

TheloveIhaveforthismancalledmyfather,is

beyondanythingintheworld.IsmileasIwalkin

frommybedroomafterIhavedonemymorning

routineandputmybagdown.Ihughimfrom

behindwhileheismakingsandwichesandItake

theslicedpolonyandIpopitintomymouth.

Me:"MorningDaddy"

Heturnsandsmileandkissesmyforehead.Iclose

myeyes.Myfirstlove

Dad:"Morningmyangel"

YouarewonderingwhyIclosedmyeyes.It'sme

savouringthesesmallmomentswithmyfather.

Fromtheforeheadkissestothehugstothecuddles

whilewewatchmoviestogetheronEtvlateatnight

onSaturdayorSunday.That'sourfatherdaughter



time,tohimdoingmyhairandsharinghotgossip.

That'sus.IlovemyfathersomuchandIdon'tfeel

theneedtofindlovebecauseheshowsmelove.

HegetsmeasmallroseonValentine'sanda

Cadburyslabofchocolate.Littlethingslikethat

makemeappreciatehim,wedon'thavemuchbut

hetrieshisbesttoputasmileonmyfaceandIam

alwayshappywithhim.

Dad:"Imadelunchandbreakfastforyouonyour

firstday."

Me:"Youarethebestmananyonecouldaskfor.If

youweren'tmyfatheralreadyngabengiyakushada

(Iwouldmarryyou)"

HelaughedasIsatdownonthekitchentableand

hegavemeaplatethathadtwoeggswithsliced

tomatoesandbreadwithacupoftea.

Dad:"ToobadyouaremydaughterandIamstill

marriedtoyourmother"

Welaughedabitandhetookhisfoodandsat

oppositemeandtherewassilence.Ilookedathim.

Hewasplayingwithhisringandit'sbeenwhat?3



yearsandstillhisheartyearnsforher.Iyearnfor

heraswell.

Me:"Uyamkhumbula?(Youmissher?)"

Dad:"Kakhulu,bekuzobaiminyakaewu29

sithandana.20sishadile(itwouldhavebeen29

yearsbeingtogetherand20yearsmarried)"

Italwaysbreaksmyheartseeinghimlikethis.I

missmymotheraswell.Soverymuch,Iwipemy

tearsandputonasmilehidinghowsadIam.

Me:"Pleaseretellthestoryagain"

Hechuckles.

Dad:"youknowthestoryalready"

Me:"(eating)Kodwababangiyakucela(butdad

please)"

Hechuckled

Dad:"Swollow"

Idid.Iknewitwouldlightuphismood.EveryyearI

gettoldofmomanddad'slovestory.It'salwaysa

beautifulthingtohear.Inevergettiredofit.



Dad:"itwas29yearsago.Iwas17thetimeImet

yourmotherandshewas14.Mymotherwasa

helperatherhouseasshecamefromagood

backgroundofhotshotlawyersandapolitician

whowasaspythattimeforwhitepeoplemeaning

shecamefromarichfamilyunlikeme.Thatdidn't

stopherthough.TheyneededagardenerandIwas

tryingtobringinmoreincomeathomesincemy

fatherdiedinthemines.Momhad4childrenand

theyalldependedonher.Ineededtostepupasthe

olderbrotherandbetheman.Shewalkeddownthe

longstairsinayellowdressandsandalsholdinga

smallbagseemslikeshewasonherwayout.I

wasstuckinherbubbleandworldofherbeauty,her

colgatesmilecapturedmyheartandIwassweating.

Shewasindeedgoingoutwithheroldersisterand

atthattimeshedidn'tnoticeme.Iremembershe

camehomewithherboyfriend.BoywasImadand

shatteredbutIknewmelikingherwasformeto

keeptomyselfandmebeingwithherwasadistant

dream.Whichrichgirlwouldwantapoorguylike

measwewerestrugglingalot.Yourmothersaw

somethinginmeaswell.Shestartedbringing



beveragestomeafterahotdayinthegarden.She

wasthesweetestoutofalltheLuthulifamily.We

wouldsittogetherandspeakgeneralthings.Our

bondgrewfromcoldbeveragestoherbuying

chocolatesformewhenitwasValentine's.Iwasso

embarrassedthefirsttimeasIdidn'thaveanything

togivetoherandshesaid'Don'tworryMelusiI

don'twantanything.Justyourlove'sheranaway

afterthat.Myheartwasbeatingastoher

confessingshelovesmeasIloveher.Ididn'tsleep

thatnight,Eveneat.ThenextdayIgotoutearly

fromschoolandwenttocatchatraintoherschool

justtoseeher.Ifoundhercomingoutwithher

friends.Theyproventonotlikemeastheywere

makingslycommentsbutshecametomeand

huggedmeandIhuggedher.Iknewrightthenthat

shewasforme.3yearsdownthelineandwe

werefallinginlovewitheachothereveryday.She

wasingrade11andIwasworkingatsomeIndian

shopjusttosurvive.Yourmotherfellpregnantwith

you.Iwas20yearsandshewas17.Thedayshe

toldmeshecriedbecauseshewasscared.Iwas

toobecauseIdidn'thavemuchandstillhadtofeed



4otherpeoplehomebutasmilecreptonmyface.

Thethoughtofbeingafatherbroughtjoyintomy

heart."

Ismiledwithstuffedeggsinmymouthanddrank

mytea.Hecarriedon.

Dad:"IquitworkingattheIndianshopandstarted

workingasacleaneratsomeWhiteman'scompany.

IwastreatedbadlybutItpaidbettermoney.When

yourmother'sfamilyfoundoutthatIimpregnated

hertheyfiredmymother.Whichmentmore

strugglebutshewassupportive.Ineversawyour

mothertillshegavebirthanddroppedyouonour

doorstepwithyoucrying.'takecareofher.Iwill

seeyouin5yearsMelusiIpromise'that'sallshe

saidwithnofurtherexplanation.Iwasheartbroken.

MomwouldtakecareofyouwhileIworked.You

wereanaughtyyethappychild.Asyougrewyou

lookedlikeyourmother.Igotabetterjobinthe

minesastimewentbyandafter5yearsofyou

growingaRedshinycarparkedinfrontofmyhouse.

Wewerecuriousandoutcameyourmother.She

lookedsobeautifulandshejustcriedandhugged



andkissedme.(Igiggled)Iwashappytoseeher.'

Iamheretotakeyouawayandbeafamily'that's

whatshesaid.ShebecameaDrandwegot

marriedaftertwoyearsbeingtogetheragain"

Thesmileonhisfacewaspriceless.Itgetsbetter

Everytimehetellsit.

Me:"Wow"

Hechucklesandstandsuptakingthedishes.

Dad:"takeyourlunch.Youaregonnabelatefor

work.

Itookmylunchboxandputitinmybag.Ikissed

hischeek

Me:"Iloveyoudad"

Dad:"Iloveyoutooangel"

IrushedoutofthehouseandIwentoutthegate.I

wasclosingthegatewhenIheardascream.

"Bitch!"

Ijumpedandturned.ItwasMercymysisterfrom

anothermother.Iscreamedforherandwe



hugged.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Mercy:"weareheretotakeyoutoworkonyour

firstdaysisterwife"

Ismiled.Ahhblessthisone.Herhusbandgotoutof

thecar.Heisanintimidatingyetchilledguy,scared

bymanyandtheyliveinDurban.Mercymarried

him2yearsagoandIwassohappyformyfriend.

Sandile:"Mfaziwamiwesibili(mysecondwife)"

Welaughedandhugged

Me:"engathiuyalanjiswamyeniwethu(Don'tthey

feedyouourhusband?)"

Mercy:"Idofeedhim.Inthebedroomespecially"

Me:"TMIsisi."

Sandilelaughed.

Sandile:"virginMarystilllikethat?"

Me:"astheycome.Withyoubothinmylifeanddad

whodoIneed?"



Mercy:"youneedtogetlaid"

"Getlaidforwhat!?youshouldbeatwork.Mercy

comebackhereafterdroppingheroff!"

That'sdad.

Me:"byedaddy"

Dad:"byeangel"

Mercy:"byedaddy"

Hechuckled.

Dad:"byeangel"

Hewalkedinside.

Sandile:"IthoughtIwasdaddy"

Mercy:"siesyohbhuti"

Welaughed.SandiledoeshaveashadyauraIknow.

Wegotinthecarandtheydroveoff.

ThenameisAndiswaBhengu,21yearoldyoung

woman.DaddiesgirlandIamnotashamedofit.I

usedtohavethelife,yesmomgaveusthelifeandI

amgrateful.Privateschoolsfromthistothatbut



onethingIwitnessedisthelovethatwasdisplayed

athomeandthehumblenessmydadinstalled.My

mother'sfamilyhatesmeanddad's,wellIlovehis

familytobitsespeciallyuKhuluzawam(my

grandmother)that'swhatIcallher.MercyandI

grewuptogetherbasicallyhereinMamelodibutmy

dadgrewuparoundOrlandothenmovedherewhen

Iwasyoung.WemovedapartwithMercybutour

bondneverbroke.Shebecameasister.Nowsheis

marriedtosandileherprincecharming.Iam

workingtowardsmydreamofbeingaForensic

pathologistbutfornowIamstudyingteachingjust

togetaproperproffessiontosurvive ,that'swhyI

studyparttime.Mymom'sfamilytookeverything

awayfromuswhenshediedandwehadnothing

butdadpushedtofilleveryvoidandIlovehimfor

that.NowIamstartingaJobbeingacleanerata

carcompany,VolkswagenbabasoIamhappyand

itpaysabitwell.Joinmeonthisridecalledmylife

.

.

.



Tobecontinued

.

Icouldn'tholdmyselftilltomorrowsohereisthe

startofanewjourney.Hopeeveryonewillloveit.

.

Like,shareandcomment

~Mistress~

Insert1

.

.

"Ngijabulil'ubuyemnganwami

Haven'tseenyouinawhile

GirlIthoughtyoubetteroffwithoutme

Iain'tgottastressaboutitnomore"

Mercy:"ngingayiqedalecutiengethreesumor

kanjanibaby?(Iwouldfinishthiscutieinathree

sumornotbaby?)"

Sandile:"NotMercy"



Ilaughed.Theyareacrazycoupleandyouwillsee

thataswell.

Me:"whenamIbeinganauntagainngempela

ngempela?Whereismyangel?"

Mercy:"Ishouldbeaskingthatquestion"

Me:"youknowyouwon'tgetananswer."

Sandile:"ourangelisbeingadivaMfaziwam"

Me:"That'smygirl"

Welaughedandgottomynewworkplace.

Sandile:"areyoulate?IfyouareIcantalktoyour

boss.Mantomanorwomantoman"

Me:"Nothankyou.Byesweetheartsyouarethe

best"

IsaidjumpingofftheircarandMercyrolleddown

herwindow.

Mercy:"seeyounextweeksis"

Me:"kiss"

Wesharedababykiss.



Sandile:"youneedtotellmetheinsandoutofthat

place.Maybeplanaheistofalifetime"

HesaidwhilewhistlingandlookingattheGolfs

parkedoutside.Ilaughed.Healwaysjokesabout

thesethingsbutIfeellikeheisn't.

Me:"don'tworry50/50"

Sandile:"Shokoti"

Mercy:"byebabes"

Me:"safetripbacktoDurbanguys"

Isaidwavingwhilewalkingintomyworkplace.

TheydroveoffandIwalkedinsidethegarage.The

garagelookedspacious.Iwaslookingatthecars

andpricerangeswhensomeonespoke.

"Wehavealotmorevarietyofcars,whatdoyou

findsuitableforyourself?

Me:"ohnoIamnotheretobuyacar.That'sabit

far,Iamthenewcleaner"

Thecolouredguyinanavybluegolfshirtwithblack

chinosandsemiformalshoeswithapeninthe

hand.Volkswagenwrittenonthegolfshirt.



Him:"ohyouare....?"

Me:"AndiswaBhengu"

Him:"Youareearly.Followme"

HewalkedoffandIfollowed.

Him:"mynameisTristan.TristanBrown,Iamthe

managerofthisVolkswagenbranch.Wedohave

thebigbossbutheisn'talwayshere,hebought

sharesintoVolkswagen.Hehasbranchesherein

Pretoria,DurbanandPietermaritzburg"

Me:"ohwow"

Him:"yesandwhenyouseehimrespecthim.He

doesn'ttakelightlyindisrespect"

Inodded.Heshowedmealittleroom.Ithad

cleaningsuppliesandauniformhangingthere.It

wasnavyandwhite.

Him:"thisisyourlittleheavenfromnowon"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"youstartinanhour"

Inoddedandhewalkedout.Isentamessageto



dadsayingIhavegottensafelytoworkandthenI

changedintotheuniform.Itwasabitshort.It

reachedmykneesandheldmetightly.Iamabit

thickhenceIeatalot.Ilovefood.Itooksome

cleaningsuppliesandIstartedtoclean.Iwas

cleaningwherethecarswereandbeforeeveryone

leavesIcleanwheretheservicesforthecarsare

doneeveryonceinawhile.That'swhatwassaid.I

sawawomaninthesameuniformasmewhenit

waslunchbreakandIwenttositwithher.

Me:"Hello"

Her:"Dumelalekae?(Hellohowareyou?)"

Me:"Iamgood"

Shelaughed.

Her:"BitsolakakeRefilwe.(MynameisRefilwe)"

Me:"Fifi,wellmynameisAndiswaBhenguandI

amnotSothoorTswanaspeaking"

Shelaughed.

Her:"Xhosa?"

Me:"Zulu"



Fifi:"IknowabitofZulundiswa"

IgiggledandIopenedmylunchboxandhandeda

sandwichtoherandshelaughed.

Fifi:"thankyou,thoughIhavelunch"

Me:"oldhabbitsdiehard"

Fifi:"it'sagoodhabbittoteachyourkidsinfuture

,doyouhavekids?"

Me:"no,Iamstillababy.You?"

Fifi:"Ihaveababyboy"

Me:"canIseehim?"

Sheshowedmeherbaby'spictureandheissocute.

Me:"Remindsmeofmyangel"

Shelaughed.

Fifi:"adoptivechild?"

Me:"mysister'schild"

Fifi:"youlovekids"

Me:"theyhaveawildimaginationandaresmart"



Fifi:"tryadaywithletlogonoloandyouwillgo

crazy"

Welaughedandtalkedtillwewentbacktowork.

FirstdaysofarandIloveit.

.

.

Igothometiredasever.FifiandIexchanged

numberswhenwewentourseperateways.Igotin

anddadwasdishingupdinner.IsmiledandIput

mybagonthekitchentableandhekissedmy

forehead.

Dad:"howwasyourfirstday?"

Me:"drainingbutitwasok.Imadeafriend"

Dad:"that'sgood.Tellyourbosstonotoverwork

youoryouwillquit.Ican'thavemyangellooking

likeazombie"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iwilltellhim"

Hegavemeaneye.HeisseriousandIknowI



won'tsaythat.

Me:"haibobaba(nodad)"

IwalktothekettletoboilwaterforbathingandI

takeoutmylunchboxandputitinthedishesbasin

andturnedtodadwhoislookingatme.Ilookat

himandwelaughandIhughim.

Dad:"Youareyouroldman.

Me:"41isnotoldandyoustillhandsome"

Dad:"isthatawayofyousayingIshoulddate?"

Me:"thenwhowillIhavemovienightswith?"

Helaughed.

Dad:"Iknewyouarealwaysjealouswithme"

Me:"yeahIwillbetillIdiesopleasedomyhairthis

weekend,Iamtiredoftyingit"

Dad:"sure.HambogezaunukauOila(goandbath

yousmelllikeoil)"

Igaspedandtookthekettlethatclickedashe

laughed.



Me:"youaresowrong"

ItookthebathingbasinandwenttomyroomandI

pouredthewaterinsideandwenttothekitchenand

filledthekettlewithwaterandputitawayandtook

ajugandfilledincoldwaterandtookmybagand

wenttomyroomwhileclosingthedoorandI

strippedandtookabath.AfterIwasdoneIwore

mypyjamasandagownandIwenttodiscardthe

waterandIwenttotakemyfoodandsatnextto

dad.Iprayedbeforeeatingwhilewewatched

skeemsaamandIwenttowashthedishesafter

andwewatchedallthesoupiesandendedwith

Uzalobeforewewentourseperatewaystosleep.If

youarewonderingwhatmydaddoes.Heworksas

wellataverywellknowArchitecturefirminPretoria

.Heworksasthesecurityguythere.Hegotaday

offtodayandtomorrowheisgoingback.Itookoff

mygownandgotinbedandslept

.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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.

.

.

IwokeupearlyasusualandImadethebedand

openedthecurtains.Iwalkedoutofmyroomand

wenttothekitchentoboilwaterandmakea

sandwichtoeat.Nobreakfasttoday.Dadleavesat

5am everyday.AftereatingIwenttotakeabath

andthenIgotdressedwhiletyingmyhair.Ireally

don'tlikecombingiteveryday.Itookmyphoneand

bagandImademywayoutlocking,Lunch?Iwill

buyitonthewayshame.Iamtoolazytodothat

today.Maybeit'sbecausedadalwayspampersme

anddoesthingsforme.Igotinthetaxiandtexted

Mercyandshewascomplainingaboutmyangel.I

promisedthatIwillcallherlateronandshesaidit's



ok.Itookabouttwotaxi'sbeforeIgottoworkand

thengotoffandmademywayin.IgreetedTristan

whowasdoingwhateverhewasdoingbuthewas

lookingatthecarsandwrittingareportofsome

sort.Iwenttochangeandthentookmycleaning

supplies.Ireallylovemyjobbecauseit'snotthat

muchofcleaning.Wewashwindowstwiceaweek

sothat'sok.Fificameandshewenttochange.I

dealwithnewcarsthathaven'tbeenusedandshe

cleanswherepreusedcarsare.

Tristan:"Andiswaright?"

Whensomeonesaysthatit'seithertheyaretrying

torememberyournameortheyaredoingittospite

you.IngirlsVersionit'stospiteyouandalsoin

guysIthinkbutletmenotoverthinkwhatmy

manageristryingtosay.Ismileandsay

Me:"yessir"

Tristan:"thebosscameinthismorning

unexpectedly.Ineedyoutogoandcleanuphis

officebeforehegoesthere"

Me:"Ohoksir"



Hewalkedoff.Iwouldlovetoseetheownerofthis

branch.ItookmythingsandIwalkedintothe

boss'sofficeafterknockingofcourseandIstarted

cleaninganddusting.Itwascleanjusthereand

thereandIopenedthewindowthatwasthereandI

sawapictureofawoman.Shelookedbeautiful,

lookslikethosebeautifulrichhousewives.Itook

thepictureandlookedather.

Me:"beautiful"

Shewasabeautifulyellowbonewoman.Iputthe

pictureinitsplaceandIgotoutandmyphonerang

andItookitoutofmyuniform.

Me:"Dad"

Dad:"didyoutravelsafe?Ididn'tseeyouthis

morning."

Me:"Itraveledok.Iamgooddadplease"

Hechuckled.

Dad:"rememberwhatIsaidyesterday"

Me:"youaregonnagetmefiredwiththiscall"

Dad:"HaiboIamstilltalkingtomydaughter"



Me:"byedaddy"

Hechuckled

Dad:"byebaby"

HehungupandIputmyphoneaway.

"Andiswa"

Ijumped.Yohhescaredme.

Me:"Tristan....Imeanboss"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"Ineed4bottledwaterandbringittothe

servicearea"

Me:"ohk"

Ifrowned.Isn'tthereaPAforthesekindoferrands

butIamdonewithwork.Likecleaninginthe

morningandhereandthereduringthedayand

beforeweleave.Iwenttogetthosebottledwater

andIwalkedtowherethecarsareservicedand

thereweretwoVolkswagencars.Onewasupwith

thosemachinesputtingituptolookunderandone

wasjustbeingcheckedupfront.ItwasaPolotsi



andaGTI.Navyandred,niceandshiney"

"UphilomlunguwakhonamanziAmiNdoda?

(Whereisyourwhitemanwithmywaterman?)"

OnemanlyvoicesaidfromtheTsi.

"It'shasbeenasecondandalreadyyouare

shouting"

Outofnowhereaguycamefromunderthecar

wearingblueoverralls,Idroppedthewaterbottles

outofbeingsurprisedandhebentdownandIwent

downtooquicklyandhishandswereoily

Me:"Iamsorry.Ijustgotfrightenedbythewayyou

appeared"

Him:"it'sok"

Icollectedallofthe4coldwaterbottlesandwe

stoodup.Heletouthishand,IshookitandIheard

chuckleandhechuckledanddimplesappearedon

hisface.Verydeepandmadehimlookhandsome

thanhealreadyis.Doesheworkhereaswell?

Me:"UhmAndiswa"

Ipulledmyhandbackandhiswasstillthere.



Laughterwasfilledinthewholegarage.

Him:"CanIhavethewater?"

Shoot.IfeelflushedandembarrassednowthatI

didthat.TheguyprobablythinksIamthrowing

myselfathim.Igavehimallthewaterbottlesand

justrushedawaywhilehearinglaughter.Ihate

embarrassingmomentsalot.Icrysometimesbut

thisisworkandIcan'tdothat.

.

Mercy:"Youdidwhatmntase?"

Shelaughed.ItwasmylunchbreakandItoldFifiI

wanttobealoneabitandsheunderstood.Itried

callingdadbutitwenttovoicemail.IcalledMercy

butclearlyImadeamistakebecausenowIam

cryingandsheislaughingherassoff.

Me:"Mercy!"

Ishoutthroughthephone.

Mercy:"What?Embarrassingmomentshappento

anyoneAndiswa.Youneedtolevelupabitand



walktall.Stopcrying.Dadspoilsyoutoomuch"

Sheisright.

Me:"Youshouldhavebeenthere"

Mercy:"washeatleasthandsome?"

Me:"who?"

Mercy:"theguyyouembarrassedyourselfto"

Shelaughedafterthat

Me:"Mxm"

Mercy:"sorrymntase.Wipeyourtearsandeat

lunchandforgeteverything"

Me:"Ineedacocktailnow"

Mercy:"enjengawevirginMary(likeyouvirgin

Mary)"

Me:"voetsek!"

SheLaughed.

Mercy:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"Iloveyou.Iwillcallyoulater"



Mercy:"oktellmeallthedetails"

Me:"okbye.Sayhitoangelforme"

Mercy:"okbabes"

ShehungupandIsighed.Iopenedmyfriedchips

andSomeonesatnexttome.Istoppedeatingand

itwastheguyIembarrassedmyselfto.

Ngangiswelaum'godiwokucasha(Ijustwantedthe

worldtoswollowme)

Him:"HeyAndiswa"

Ipoppedachipinmymouthandswollowed,

greetedwithalow"Hi"filledwithembarrassment.

Hechuckled.

Him:"Ididn'tintroducemyself."

Me:"pleasestop.Thatwasembarrassingenough"

HechuckledandIwasflushed.Iwantedtobehome

andcry.

Him:"wellitwasn't"

Me:"foryoumaybe"

Him:"Ntethelelo"



Ilookedathimandhewasstillinhisoverrallsdirty

withoilbutyoucouldstillseehishandsomeface

withdimples.

Me:"youforgivemeformyclumsyness?"

Helaughedanditwasdeepbutsmoothandyou

canherehehasadeeprichvoice.

Him:"Nothat'smynameMsAndiswa......"

Me:"Bhengu"

HesmiledandIfoundmyselfsmilingrightback.

Me:"wantsome?"

Iofferedmyfries.Heshowedmehishands

Him:"Idon'twanttoeatoilsopoponeinmymouth

"

Me:"that'sinappropriate"

Hechuckled

Him:"justone"

ItookoneandheopenedhismouthandIpopped

oneinandatemyfry.



Him:"Thatwasnice"

Ismiled.

Hestoodupdustinghimself..

Him:"ItwasnicemeetingyouAndiswaBhengu"

Me:"youtooNtethelelo......."

Hechuckled.

Him:"Khumalo"

Me:"ohMntungwa"

Hesmiledmore.

Him:"letmeleave."

Hewalkedaway.Whatanembarrassingday.My

phonevibratedanditwasdad.

DAD***wewilltalklater****

Isighedandcarriedoneating.

.

.

.



*NTETHELELO*

.

.

Igotbackinthegarageandwentbacktomycar.

Vuyaniwasstilllaughingathoweverything

happened.

Vuyani:"thatmomentthough"

Me:"brothat'senoughnow"

Vuyani:"chillmanok?Itwasharmlesslaughing"

Kwando:"nextthingyouwillbehittingonher"

Vuyani:"ahhlowblownowBros"

Me:"it'syourgame"

Isaidgettingunderthecar.Idon'tknowforthe

whattimeIboughtthesamecarforUnathiandI

havetokeeponfixingitwhileit'snew"

Vuyani:"IamfaithfultoLondienow"

Ipushedmyselffromunderthecarandsatupand

welookedathim.



Vuyani:"serious"

Kwando:"it'smyfuneralthen"

Ichuckledandwentbackunderthecar.The

momentkeptonreplayinginmyheadforsome

reasonandthen"Mntungwa"keptonringinginmy

head.Asmilejustcreptuponmyface.

"Ntethelelo!"

Iroseupandhitmyselfandgroaned,Ipushed

myselfout.

Me:"fuckman,whyareyoushouting!?"

Iheldmyforehead.

Kwando:"youweren'tansweringus"

Me:"fuck!"

IgotupandItookthetowelfrommypocketandI

putitonmyforeheadandIhadblood.

Vuyani:"yourforeheadisgonnabebignow"

Me:"andit'sallyourfault.Bothofyou"

Iwalkedtomyoffice.Fuckthishurts.Iwenttothe



bathroomandIlookedatmyselfandIhadacuton

myforehead.Iwashedmyhandsandfaceandit

stungwithsoapandIfoundtheguysinmyoffice.

Vuyani:"yoh!"

Me:"Shutup.CallAndiswawithice"

Theycrackedup.

Vuyani:"usecondoms.Wedon'twantyour

Maseratidamaged"

Me:"Iamnotlikeyou"

Kwando:"youlikeher"

Me:"gocallher!"

Igroaned.ActualfactIwantedtoseeherabitand

hearhersayMntungwaagainasshiverswillgo

throughmywholebody.Theywalkedout.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.



.

iwascleaningformyafterlunchroutinewhen

TristancalledmeandIturnedtohim.

Tristan:"weneediceattheboss'soffice"

Me:"UhmbutFifiis......"

Idon'twannaseetheboss.

Tristan:"don'tquestion."

Inodded.Mxmtheyshouldhavesaidtheywanteda

PAandnotacleanerintheirjobdescription.Igot

theiceandwenttoknockontheboss'sofficeanda

firmcomeinwasshouted.Ibreathedinandout.

Rememberrespecthim,Youneedthisjob.Igotin

andthebossfromthecouchliftedhisfaceandit

wasNtethelelo.Ialmostdroppedtheice.Iwas

embarrassedX10.Iwentoutoflinemeetingthebig

boss.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa!"

HesaidwavinghishandinfrontofmeandIthinkI

zonedoff.

Me:"uhmherearetheice"



Iputthemonthetable.

Ntethelelo:"helpafriendoutwithabruise"

HehandedatoweltomeandItookouttheice.I

wantedtobeoutofherealready.Iwentonmy

kneesbyhisheadandheremovedhishandfrom

hisforehead.Yohthatlooksbig.Iwantedtolaugh

butIheldmyself.

Ntethelelo:"ha,laughatmypain"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ikeptastraightface.

Ntethelelo:"Smile"

IwasdabbingtheiceonhisforeheadandIpressed

onhisbruiseandhegroaned.

Me:"bepatientsotheswellingcangodownMr

Khumalo"

Ntethelelo:"celaungithakazelefuthi(pleasecan

yousaymyclannamesagain)"

Ilookedathimashisbreathingwasslowandcalm.

Me:"Mbulazi"



Ilookedathimandhesmiledlikeakid.

Ntethelelo:"Awaziungenzani(youdon'tknowwhat

youaredoingtome)"

Igotridofmysmileandtookhishandandplacedit

onthetowel.Istoodup.

Me:"Ithinkyoucantakeitfromhere"

Hesatup.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Itookthetraythathadiceandwalkedoutofhis

office.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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.

*NTETHELELO*

.

.

Shewalkedrightoutoftheofficeinarushand

didn'tlookbackwhenIcalledoutforher.Isighed

andputtheicedtowelbackonmyforeheadandlaid

onthecouchandmyphonerang.Itookitoutof

mypocketandit'sUnathi.Sheisprobablylooking

forhercar.

Me:"Unathi"

Unathi:"Andmycar?Howisitgoing?"

Me:"it'sgoingokUnathi,youwillhaveitthis

afternoon"

Unathi:"ok.Iamoutwiththeladiessoyouwon't

findmehome.DropmycaratthelocationIwill

send"

Igroaned.

Me:"Sho"



IhungupandIthrewthephonebymylegs.The

dooropenedandVuyaniandkwandowalkedinwith

food.Isatupandremovedthetowelandputiton

thetable

Kwando:"seemsbetter."

Vuyani:"somuchbetter.SowhereisyourAndiswa?

"

Theylaugh

Me:"mxm,sheisnotmyAndiswa"

Kwando:"Ifyousaysoman."

Vuyani:"Butbrolookatthis.Youareastrongman

andyouneedastrongwoman"

Kwando:"wellsaid"

Theygavemeaburger.Gotmeinthoughtshey.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.



.

Timeforpeopletoleave.TristanhasleftandIam

sureNtethe.....ImeanMrKhumalohasleftalready.

Fificamemywayasshewasalreadydressedup

whileIwasstillcleaning.

Fifi:"Ihopeyouareok,Iwasworried"

Me:"Iamnow.Thankyou"

Fifi:"wellbyebabes"

Me:"Kissletlogonoloforme"

Fifi:"willdoso"

Shewavedandwalkedoff.Ifinishedthewhole

garageandIwenttodiscardthewateranditwas

gettingabitdark.IhopeIwillfindtaxi's.Iwentto

washmyhandsfirstbeforeIwenttochangeinto

myclothes.Iwaswearingablackskirtwithawhite

offshoulderandsandals,it'ssummersoit'shot

evenwhenthesunisgoingdown.Iwalkedoutof

myspaceandwentoutthegaragewhilewavingat

thesecurityguygoodbye.IwenttothestopandI

waitedforanytaxitoapproachwhileonmyphone.



Itextdadandhesaysheisstillatworkbutheis

abouttoknockoff.GoodIwillarrivefirstandhave

tocook.ReallyIfeellazythesedaysandKhuluza

isgonnahaveafitaboutthat.Iputmyphone

awayandIsawataxiapproachingandseemsto

havepeopleinit.Itstoppedinfrontofme.The

conductorgotoffandItookapeakandeveryoneis

seated.

Me:"it'sfull"

Him:"getinmysister.Oneisgonnabedroppedoff

ontheway"

Isighed.Ineedtobehomeandmaybethismight

bethelasttaxithisside.Igotinandhewasabout

toclosethedoorwhenhegotstoppedbysomeone.

"CelausisilohehleuhambaNam(canthisladyget

out,sheisleavingwithme)"

Ilookedathim.Whatishedoing?Peoplelook

angryandwanttogo.Heletouthishandformeto

stepout.

Him:"Let'sgo"



It'snotanaskbutacommandandIstepoutwith

hishelpandtheconductorgetsinanditdrivesoff.

Him:"come"

Hepullsmetohiscar.ThenavyGTIandopensthe

doorformeandIgetinandheclosesit.Haibo

Andiswawhyareyoucozyinafrontseatofyour

boss'scar.Themanismarriedforsurebecauseof

theladyyousawinhisoffice.Hegetsinthecarand

looksatme.

Ntethelelo:"Whatareyouthinkingabout?"

Me:"areyoumarried?"

Ijustblurtedthat.Icoveredmymouth.

Me:"uhmsorry"

Hechuckledandstartedhiscaranddroveoff.

Therewassilence.

Me:"So....?"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Youareanamazingcharacteryou

know"



Ismiled.

Me:"Sotheanswerisyes?"

Ntethelelo:"doIlookmarried?"

Me:"IsawapictureofaladyinyourofficesoI

assumedyou....."

Ntethelelo:"that'smysister,thisishercar"

Hefixedhimselfontheseatandlookedahead

Me:"oh"

Therewassilenceagain.

Ntethelelo:"Doyouhavesiblings?"

Doeshewantmysister?TheoneIdon'thaveright.

Me:"noIamtheonlychild"

Ntethelelo:"Mama'sbaby?"

Me:"Daddiesprincess"

Hechuckled

Ntethelelo:"yousound5"

Me:"Anykids?"



Heshookhisheadwhilesighing.SoIguesswe

won'tgothereright.Idirectedhimhomeandhe

stoppedinfrontofthegate.Thehouselightswere

onandIamsuredadishere.Itookofftheseatbelt.

Me:"thankyouMrK"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"SurethingMsBhengu"

Iwaslostinhisgazesomehowuntilheclearedhis

throatandIsteppedout.

Me:"thankyouagain"

HenoddedandIclosedthedoorandwalkedtothe

gateandIopeneditandlockeditandhewasstill

parkedthere.IwalkedinsidethehousethenIheard

thecarleave.Ilockedthedoor.

"Ubaniloyah?"

Ijumped.

Me:"Khulu"

Irantohugher.

Me:"Imissedyou"



Khuluza:"whoisthatmanthatdroppedyou?

Usuqomile?(Youaredating?)"

Me:"noit'sanUbergogo"

Lies,Icouldn'tsaymybossdroppedmeoff.

Khuluza:"mmmh"

Me:"whereisdad?"

Khuluza:"bathing.Youshouldbathaswellsoyou

caneatandwewilldiscussyourceremonyfornext

week"

Nextweekthegirlisturning21meaninguMemulo

(21stcelebrationintheZuluculture)wherewewill

celebratemekeepingmypurityandneverhavinga

boyfriendbeforesoIamsoexcited.Dadhadbeen

savingeveryyearsayinghewantstodothatforme

whenthetimecomesandmakeitabigcelebration.

Wewillhavetogotoekhayaelikhulu(ourhome

origin,Bhengusideofcause)inHlatikhulu,Escourt

Kzn.

Iwenttoboilwaterandwenttotakeabathand

afterthatigotdressedandchargedmyphoneandI



wenttothekitchenandoutsidetodiscardthewater

andcamebackinsidelockingandIwenttotakemy

foodandjoinedmytwofavouritepeople.Isatnext

toKhuluza

Dad:"howwasyoursecondday?"

Me:"disasterbaba.Iembarrassedmyselfinfront

oftheowner"

Dad:"didheshoutatyou?"

Me:"no"

Dad:"goodcausehehasnorights"

Khuluza:"Sundaywearesupposedtoleavefor

Hlatikhulu"

Me:"buttheeventisonSaturday"

Khuluza:"kumeleugonqeivikilonke(youhaveto

beindoorsthewholeweek)"

Me:"doingwhat?"

Khuluza:"youwillpracticesongswithothervirgin

maidensfromtheareaandyouwon'tseemenfor

thattimeperiod."



Me:"yoh,Idon'tknowifatworktheywillgivemea

weekoffsinceIstartedthisweek"

Iamgoingtobefired.ThisisincompetentbutI

wantthistoo.Ihavewaitedforthisdayforyears.

Khuluza:"youhavetogetthisdone.Iamproudof

youmychild.Notalotofgirlsyouragearestillpure

"

Ismiledandkissedhercheek.

Me:"thankyouKhulu"

Dad:"andme?Iampayingforeverything"

Ilaughedandputmyfooddownandwenttositon

hislapandhetickledme.

Me:"Iamsorrydaddy"

Dad:"kissthecheek"

Ikisshischeek

Me:"Iloveyoudad"

Dad:"Iloveyoutooangel"

WeateandIwashedthedishes,notimetobelazy



andwenttosleepafter.

.

.

ThenextmorningIwokeupearlierthanIusually

wakeup.ThisisKhuluzawearetalkingabout.I

wenttoboilthekettleforwaterandwhenitwas

doneIwenttobathandshewalkedinwhileIwas

gettingdressed.

Khuluza:"doyouwantmetodoyourhair?"

Me:"yohplease"

Shetookaafrocombandsatmedownonmybed

andshestarteddoingmyhair.Shedidtworow

BennyandBettyanditsalwaysneatandnicewith

Khuluzaanddadaswell.

Me:"thankyou"

Ikissedhercheek.

Khuluza:"Imadelunchforyouandyourfather"

Me:"wenaKhuluIneedtomarryyou"

Khuluza:"marrymewithyourlazybutt"



Me:"Iamnotthatlazythough"

SheraisedherbrowandwalkedoutandIlaughed.

ItookmybagandIwalkedoutandwegotinThe

kitchen.Dadwasdoneeating.

Da:"morningangel"

Me:"morningdaddy"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Dad:"Ihavetorush.Bye"

HerushedoutandIsatdownandate.

Khuluza:"lendabazenuZamaUberubuhanjiswa

owesifazane(thisUberthingofyours.Wereyou

droppedoffbyawoman?)"

Iswollowedthehotteafastandchoked.

Khuluza:"what'stheproblem?"

Shesaidgettingwater.

Me:"theteaishot"

Khuluza:"andyouonlychoketoday"

Istoodup.



Me:"Ineedtoleaveforwork"

Itookmylunchboxandkissedhercheek

Me:"byeKhuluza"

Khuluza:"Andiswa!"

SheshoutedaftermeandIwasout.Yohthatwas

close.Igotataxiandwenttowork

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

.

.
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AweekhaspassedandTristangavemeaweekoff.

IinvitedFifibutshesaidshewouldn'tmakeit.

Rightnowwearemakingourwaytoourhome

steadandboyamIexcitedforthiswholethingto

happen.Thejuniortaxistoppedinfrontofourhome

andIgotoutrunninginside.YounoticeIgetexcited

overlittlethings.

Me:"Jabulile!!"

IshoutandsheappearsandIjumponherandshe

catchesmewhilewegiggle.

Jabulile:"yohawusemdalaMntakaBhuti(youare

sooldmybrotherschild)"

Me:"Iamtallasyounow"

Jabulile:"tallerthanme"

Shelaughedwhilepattingmyheadwhenshe

knowsIamabitshorterthanher.

Jabulile:"Siyamthanda!NanguuAndiswausefikile!

(Siyamthanda,Andiswahasarrived)"

Therewassingingandclappingandgirlsappeared

withSiyamthandaleadingthemastheysang



traditionalsongs.

Siyamthanda:"(singing)PhelaMinangizwe!"

Girls:"ngizwe,phelaMinangintombi!

Siyamthanda:"AwuPhelaMinangizwe!,Phela

Minangintombi"

Theysurroundedmewhiletheyweresingingand

dancingandIwasdoingthesame.Icandance,The

menaroundtheyardandmothersandKhuluza

werewhistlingandululating.

"Yourpriceiswaytoohigh

youneedtocutit

Cutit,cutit,cutit

Cutit,cutit,cutit

Cutit,cutit,cutit

Yourpriceiswaytoohigh

youneedtocutit

Yourpriceiswaytoohigh

Youneedtocutit.!"



SiyamthandaandIscreamedasThecardrovein.It

wasmyfather'syoungerbrother,babomncane

Xolani.Heisthedopestuncleever,hoebutheisso

cool.HehasaSonanddaughterwhoareteenagers.

Thesongisloudenoughtobeheardandwestart

dancing.

Khuluza:"XolanimsanganoMunilohawudlalayo

(WhatmadnesstheXolaniisplaying?)"

Siya:"it'sDopesongsgogo"

Hestopsthecarandgetsoutandweallruntohim

buthecatchesmefirst.

Jabulile:"UdlalakabiAndiswa(youplaydirty

Andiswa)"

Ismiled.

Me:"ncane"

Hechuckles.

Xolani:"theangelkagogonobabawayo"

IsmilesweetlyandSiyagreetsandheisnotwith

hiskids.



Me:"whereisBandileandNhlanzeko?"

Xolani:"theywillbehereSaturday"

Wenodded

Khuluza:"yougirlsneedtobathsothatyouwillbe

preparedforyourlockdown"

Wegroan.Iamnotreadyforthatbutatthesame

timewegettodonothingsowinwinbasically.No

cellphones,Nothing.Khuluzaisdeterminedby

that.

.

.

Yohit'sdrainingwhatisgoingon.Iamtiredof

practicingsongsdayinanddayout.Imisstalking

todadandIhaven'tseenhimsinceSundaywhen

wecamehere.Wehaven'tbathedsinceSunday

andnowit'sFridaysoyoucanimaginenjethelack

ofhygienewehave.Wewerecoveredinubomvu(I

callitAfricanSkinmask/sunprotector)Idon't

knowwhywehaditonsincewewerealways

indoorsandnowedidn'tseeanymakes.Therewas



aknockontherondalthatwewereinandMercy

poppedherheadinwithadoekontheheadanda

longdressholdingmyAngel.

Me:"HeybabycometoauntyNdiswa"

Shesteppedbackclenchingonhermother.

Me:"whatdidyoudotoherMercy?"

Mercy:"nothinghawu.Angelgotodaddy"

Shewalksout.Yolandadoesn'twantmeanymore.I

feelabitsad.Mercygreetsthegirlsandtheygreet

back.

Mercy:"awusemubichomi(youaresouglymy

friend)"

Me:"mxm.Youarelikethat"

Shegiggled

Mercy:"afterthisdaythegirlcangetlaid"

Me:"ifKhuluheardyousaythatshewillchopyou"

Mercy:"alreadyshemademeperformwifeyduties

onSandile.Heisamusedbyit"



Ilaugh.MeandmyBestfriendaresolazyItellyou.

ThedooropenswhilewetalkandthenKhuluzawith

Jabulileandothervillagewomenwalkedinthe

room.

Khuluza:"Nizohlolwa(wearegonnacheckyour

virginity)"

Mercystoodup.

Mercy:"goodluckfriend"

Me:"thanksyoh"

Shewalkedout.Weweretoldtolayonourbacks

andlegsup.Heehthatmademesouncomfortable.

Theycheckedourvirginityandweallseemedtobe.

Khuluza:"Good.KnowAndiswaevenifyoufoolour

eyestheancestorswillrevealyouandexposeyou

tomorrow"

Me:"don'tworry"

Shesmiledandwalkedout.

Siya:"Iamsuremycookiesmells.6days"

Welaughed.Wepracticedsomesongstilllateand



thenwesleptafter.Ican'twaitformydaytomorrow

.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

.

.

"SeriouslyIhatethiszoningoffthatyoudo"

IsnappedoutfromwhateverworldIwasinand

lookedatKwando.Heismybusinesspartneras

wellnotwithVolkswagenbranchesthoughbutwe

dohaveagaragetogetherthatsellspreownedcars

thatarestillinverymuchgoodshape.From

MercedestoLandRover,Mustangs,Maserati'sas

wellandwehaveanothergaragetogetherwherewe

sellGermenimportedcars,andfromthatweget

Millionsfromrichboredhusband'swhojustbuy

carsfortheirboredwives.Hecallsoutformeagain

andIlookathimagain.

Kwando:"whatareyouthinkingof?"



Isighed.Ican'ttellhimwhatIamthinkingoffor

who?

Me:"Ihaveaslighthead"

Kwando:"wewilldiscussbusinesstomorrow"

Me:"Let'smeetupMonday.MaybeIwillbebetter

bythen"

Kwando:"sure"

Hestoodupandwalkedout.Isighedandtookmy

phoneandsearchedforAndiswaBhengubutI

foundnothingonallsocialplatformsthatrelateto

her.DifferentAndiswaBhengu'sbutnother.I

sighedandputmyphonedownandpouredsome

whisky.

Me:"Whatareyoudoingtome?"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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WewerewokenupbyKhuluzaanditwasveryearly

Inthemorning.Youwouldswearthatsheisnot

thatoldthewayshealwayswakesupearly.We

hadtobecoveredinblanketsandwalkedout

singing.Itwasalightishlikethesunhascameout

andwewalkedtotheriverwhilesingingsongsthat

wehadpracticed.WegotthereandOthersstarted

firstbathing.Weweregonnabathbytheriverand

getdressedtherebeforegoingback.Thosewho

werewaitingwerestillsingingandthosewhowere

bathingwenttobath.Weallbathedandgot

dressedinwhitetraditionalskirtandwhitebeads

andnowedidn'tcoverourboobs.Luckymemine

aremediumperkyanduprightsoIwasluckywith

that.WefinishedgettingdressedandGogospilled

inyongoovermeandthentheyputumhlwehlwe

overmeandithadtobestuckonmeandmustn't

fallforthewholedayifIamavirgin.Khuluzasaid

aniceheartwarmingspeechandIsheddedafew



tearsbeforewemadeourwaybacktotheyard

singing.Itwasverynicebeingintheruralsand

celebratingsuchawonderfulthingwiththeladies.I

wasdancingtooandIwasn'tafraidbecauseyou

onlygetthisonce.Whenweenteredtheyardit

wasfullandabomamawereUlulatingwhilemy

fatherwasdoinghisdanceinfrontofmeallhappy

andall.Itwasanamazingsighttosee.Wedanced

,Sangandgotalotofmoneypinnedonme.

Umhlwehlwewasstillonmeandthatwasstillso

farsogood.Idancedonmyownaswelland

Khuluzawascirculatingmewhilewavingawhite

clothintheair.Iwashappygenuinely.Myeyes

landedonhimsittingamoungstthemenwhowere

watchingandsharingZulubeer.Iswallowed.What

ishedoinghere?HowdidheknowwhereIlive?

Whoinformedhimofsuchanevent.Iswallowand

hestandsupandwalkstowardsme,Iamsweating.

Isuddenlyfeelhotterthanbefore.Hetakesouta

fewhundredrand'sandpinsthemonmybeddings

andwhispersinmyear.

"UmuhleNtokazi(youarebeautiful)"



Isuddenlyfeelmykneesfailmeandhedoesafew

Movesbeforehegoesandsitsdown.Heisgood.

HesmilesandIlookawaybeforethosedimples

luremein.Theceremonysubsidesandnowit's

timetoeatandtobejolly.Iwalkinsidethehouse.

Me:"JabulileawumbonangauMercy?(Jabuliledid

youseeMercy)"

Jabulile:"sheisinKhuluza'sroom"

Me:"thankyou"

IwalktothebedroomandsheislayingYolandato

sleep.

Mercy:"youwerebeautiful"

Me:"Heishere"

Isayclosingthedoor.

Mercy:"whoishere?"

Me:"NtetheleloMercy!"

Shegivesmealook.

Me:"myboss.TheguyIembarrassedmyselfto.



Mercy:"ohwow.That's....wowIwannaseehim"

Me:"No"

Mercy:"ok.Ngizom'bonakodwa(Iwillseehim

though)"

Me:"whyamIworkedup,wearenotdoing

anythingbutwhatishedoinghere?"

Thereisaknockonthedoor.

Jabulile:"comeandservethemen"

Shit!

Mercy:"change"

Shehandsmeaorangeprintedmermaiddressthat

isbobtubewithitsheadwrapandWhitewedges.

Shedidmyhairnicelyandputabitofmakeupon

me.Icouldn'tseemyself.

Mercy:"nowyouareahotvirgin"

Welaughedandwalkedouttogoandserve.

.

.



*NTETHELELO*

.

.

IheardTristansaythatsheisnotatworkbecause

shehasaceremonytoattend.Iaskedtheother

cleaningladyandshesaidit'sherMemulothis

weekendsoshehastogoaweekearly.Iwas

amazedtohearthat.NotthatIthoughtshewas

loosebutitattractedmemoretoher.Ifoundout

herlocationandIdrovedownthereforhoursand

arrivedastheceremonywasinthemiddle.Iwas

capturedbyher.Thewayshedancedandhowhigh

herlegcangoandthewayshemovedherhipsand

waist.Icanalreadyimaginethethingsshewould

dotome.Myfingersrunningthoughhercaramel

skindippedinmilkonmychocolateskin.Thoughts

thatsentshiversdownmyspine.Shewasshocked

toseemeandIwashappytoseeher.Genuinely.I

complimentedherandshewasmorethanbeautiful.

ShewasanAfricanQueen.

Nowtheshowisoverandweareabouttobeserved.



IseeSandileandwonderiftheyarefamily.Sandile,

SandileVazi.Wehaveknowneachothersincehigh

school.Hardcoregangsterinasuit.Hedoesn't

wanttohidebehinditbuthehasnochoicesincehe

ismarried.Hemakeshiswaytomeoncehesees

meandwemanhug.

Me:"Ndodaangisakwazi(ManIdon'tknowyou

anymore)"

Sandile:"YouaretheonewhomovedtoPretoria

afteryourbusinessboomed"

Me:"andit'sbooming.Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Sandile:"WecamehereforAndiswa's21st"

Me:"ohyou'refamily.Ididn'tknow"

Henarrowedhiseyebrows.

Sandile:"WhatrelatesyoutoMylilsister?"

Heisputtingonhisintimidatinggangsterfacebut

thatdoesn'tmoveme.

Me:"Weworktogether"

Helooksmeinmyeyes.Thenhiswifeappears.



Mercy:"HeyNtethelelo"

Me:"HelloMercy"

Wehug.

Mercy:"babycomeyourfoodisready"

Sandile:"Ok"

Mercy:"greetUnathiformeNtethelelo"

Me:"(fakesmile)Willdo"

ShewalksoffandSandileturnstome.Iseeher

walkingaroundinherbeautifulorangedress.It's

likeEverytimeIseeher.Iseeherforthefirsttime.

Sandile:"Noman!"

Me:"what?"

Sandile:"UnathiwillgocrazyandIwon'tletyoudo

Andiswalikethat"

Me:"doherlikewhat?"

Sandile:"MakeheryourSidechick,Mistress

whateveritis"

Isighed.



Me:"Idon'thavebadintentions.Ididn'tdoanything

"

Sandile:"butthoseeyestelladifferentstory.Stay

awayfromherKhumalooryouwillface

consequences"

Me:"isthatathreatVazi?"

Isteppedclosertohim.

"MrKhumalo"

Ilookedbesidemeandshewasnexttome.

Sandile:"Getridofitmyfriend"

Hepattedmybackandwalkedoff.Ican'tgetridof

whateverfeelingIfeelwhenIthinkorseeAndiswa.

Justlikenowsheisstandinginfrontofme.

Me:"hi"

Shesmiled.

Andiswa:"Hi,Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Straighttothepoint.

Me:"Icametoseeyou"



Andiswa:"oh,youhaveseenmenow"

Me:"umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

ShesmileswhileshyingawayandIchuckle.

Andiswa:"Thankyou.Mygrandmotheristhinking

otherwiserightnowIknow"

Ilookbehindherandanoldladyislookingatus

withafrownandwelaugh.

Me:"Iamabouttoleave.ButIhaveagiftforyou"

Andiswa:"that'sinappropriate"

Me:"it'stosayhappybirthday"

Shesmiled.

Andiswa:"Iwillmeetyouatyourcar.Letmeget

somefoodforyou"

Me:"youdon'thaveto"

Andiswa:"youcan'tleaveonanemptystomach."

Shewalksaway.Ilookatherandthenmyeyes

landonthegrandmotherandshesmilesandwalks

off.Weird.IgotomycarandItakeoutmyphone



andseemissedcallsfromUnathi.Isighandput

myphoneaway.AftersometimeAndiswacomes

backwithbowelsandcokeandhandsittome.

Me:"alotoffood"

Andiswa:"meneatalotsotheyneedtobefed"

Ismile.

Me:"thankyou"

Itakeoutherboxedpresentandgiveittoher.

Andiswa:"canIopenit?"

Me:"notnowthough"

Shesulks.Ismile.Shelookscute.HowdidIget

capturedbyherinsuchasmallspaceoftime.She

islookingatmeasIamlookingather.

Me:"AndiswaIwantyou"

IamsorrydidIjustblurtthatout.IguessIdid.It's

righttherenow.

Andiswa:"Ntetheleloyouaremyboss.I...."

Istepclosertoherandtakethepresentandputit



onthetopofthecarandpullhertome.

Me:"Tristanisyourbossnotme"

Herbreathingisslowandsoft.Icanfeelthatshe

willlooseherbalance.

Andiswa:"Ntethelelo"

Iholdhercheek.

Me:"givemeachanceAndiswa"

Sheputsherhandsonmychest.

Andiswa:"Mntungwa"

MybodyfeelstingleswhenshesaidthatandI

lookedather.

Me:"giveusaachance"

Sheissilent.Iwanther,Iyearnher.

"Andiswa!"

Shepushesherselfoffmyarms.

Andiswa:"Ihavetogo.Thanksforcoming"

Shetakeshergiftandwalksoff.Iturnandkickthe

cartires.



Me:"damn!"

Igroanandlookatmydickprint.Shedoesn'tknow

howmuchsheaffectsme.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IwalkedbackinsidetheyardandIwentthroughthe

kitchenwheretheladieswereseatedandhavinga

chat.

Siyamthanda:"youleftwithalotoffood.Doyou

haveaboyfriendthatwashere?"

IlookedatherthinkingaboutwhatNtethelelosaid

andIlaugheditoff.



Me:"NoIdon'thaveone"

Mercy:"whereisyourboss?"

Siyamthanda:"Boss?!Youaredatingyourboss?!"

Me:"shhdon'tshoutkantihowareyou?"

Sheclosedhermouth.

Me:"Iamnotdatingmyboss"

"Andiswa!"

Me:"Khulu!?"

Khuluza:"Comehere"

OhmyGod.Istoodup.

Me:"youseeyourbigmouthSiya"

Siyamthanda:"sorry"

IthrewaclothatherandwenttoKhuluza'sroom.

Me:"Khuluza?"

Khuluza:"closethedoor"

Icloseditwhilebreathingout.

Khuluza:"whoisthatmanyouwerestandingwith



andthinktwicebeforelying"

Shoot.Iamintrouble.

Me:"Khuluza"

Khuluza:"shouldisayitagain?"

Me:"no"

Khuluza:"Ushadile?(Ishemarried?)"

Me:"Cha(no!)"

Khuluza:"Howdoyouknow?"

Me:"hetoldme"

Khuluza:"mmmhhelookslikeit."

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Khuluza:"it'smyeyesactingupmaybe.Goand

fetchwaterformetodrinkmypills"

Inoddedandstoodupandwenttogetherwater

andshedrankherpillsthenrestedabit.Iwent

backtositwiththeladiesandMercyandSandile

hadtoleave.IhuggedthemandKissedYolanda

goodbyeandtheyleft.IwenttolookfordadandI



foundhimoutsidedancingwithBabomncane.

Me:"Daddy"

Iheldhimfrombehindandhehookedhisarm

aroundme.

Dad:"angel"

Me:"thankyouforthis.Iappreciateit"

Dad:"anythingtomakeyousmile.Youareoldnow

"

Ilaughedandhekissedmyforehead

Me:"Iamtired.Iamgoingtorest"

Dad:"youwillleaveearlierthanme.Iwillcome

backTuesday"

Me:"hawuMina?(Andme?)"

Dad:"you'vegotworkangelrememberthat"

Isulkedandhekissedmyforehead.

Dad:"gorest"

IwentinsidethehouseandIboiledsomewaterto

bathwithandIwenttotakeabath.AfteroneIgot



dressedinpyjamasandwenttodiscardthewater

andbrushmyteethbeforeIwenttowhereweslept

before.Theothergirlsalreadyleftandit'sjustme,

Siyamthanda,Nhlanzeko,PhilisiweandThandiswa.

Thandiswa:"youreventwassobeautiful.Ireally

wishedforit"

Me:"wewillhavethebestpartyforyoubeforeyou

getmarried."

Welaughedandchattedabitbeforemyphonerang

anditwasaprivatenumber.Whocouldbecalling

mewithaprivatenumber?Iignoreditanditrang

againandIstoodupandtookitoutsidebecauseit

wasnoisyinside.

Me:"hello"

Isaidwhilefixingmygown.

Sigh

"Andiswa"

Myheartbeatsfast.Whydoesthismanhasa

suddeneffectonme?

Me:"Ntethelelo."



Ntethelelo:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamok,whydidyoucall?"

Ntethelelo:"Justwantedtocheckuponyouand

wantedtohearyourvoice"

MycheeksheatupandIsitonthebigrockinfront

ofmeandtakeastickintomyhandwhileplaying

withit.

Me:"uhambekahle?(Youtraveledwell?)"

Ntethelelo:"yeahIdid,thankyou"

Therewassilence.Itwasn'tawkward.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"yes?"

Hesighed.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswaungenzani?(Andiswawhat

areyoudoingtome?)"

Me:"How?"

Ntethelelo:"Ican'tstopthinkingaboutyou"

Me:"Ntethelelo"



Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"youaremyboss"

Ntethelelo:"whenareyoucominghome?"

Me:"(sigh)Iamleavingtomorrow"

Ntethelelo:"wecantraveltogether.Iamin

pietermaritzburg,Icametocheckmybranch

beforegoinghome."

Isighed.Ibitmybottomlip.

Me:"Ok"

Ihearhimbreathout.

Ntethelelo:"seeyouthen"

Me:"Goodnight"

HehangsupandIsitthereanddrawonthefloor.

Whatisgoingon?

.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningandhelpedwithcleaning

andgoingtofetchwaterfromtheriverandthebuzz



aroundthehousewasstillthere.Iwenttotakea

bathandthenIgotdressedinaPeachsummer

dresswithwhitesandalsandtiedmyhair.Ihad

packedalready.Iwenttokhuluza'sroomandshe

waswithdadandncane.

Me:"Sengiyindlela(Iamonmyway)"

Dad:"comehereangel"

IwenttohimandwehuggedandIhuggedKhuluza

andNcane.

Ncane:"behave"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iwillncane."

Khuluza:"let'sprayforyoursafetrip"

Wesangsomechurchsongsandthenweprayed

forasafetrip,ialsoaddedtheNtetheleloissuein

thereandcanGodguidemecauseIknowIwillfall

intotemptation.Imeanthemaniswalking

temptation.WesaidourAmensandwewalkedout.

Sheddedafewgoodbyetearshereandthere.Iam

gonnamissbeinghere.DecemberIamdefinitely



goingtocomeback.TheJuniortaxiWaswaiting

formeasdadloadedmyluggageinthebootand

closed.Ihuggedhimsniffing.

Dad:"IwillbebackTuesday"

Me:"Iwillbelonelyathome"

Dad:"maybeyoushouldstartgoingoutthen"

Welaughed.

Me:"Iloveyoudad"

Dad:"Iloveyoutooangel'

Ihughimmoreandhedoesthesame.Myfirstlove

,alwaysbemyfirstlove.WebrokethehugandIgot

inthecryingandwavedandthejuniortaxidroveoff.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

.

.

IstayedatStayeasyhotelbyLibertyMidlandsmall



becauseitwasclosertomybranch.Notevena5

minutedrive.Ihadjustpoppedinthismorningto

checkifeverythingisokandsoasthebooksand

theyseemtobeinorder.Aphonecallcomes

throughmyphoneandIlookedatitbeforeI

answered.

Me:"Unathi"

Unathi:"BabeIamstrandedinSandton"

Me:"Howcome?"

Isaidwithafrown.

Unathi:"Ineedthelimittobeuppedabit.Ijustsaw

thisGucciheadwrapandohmyGoditwillmake

melooklikeastylishfarmgirl"

Ilaughed.

Me:"sure"

Unathi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"metoo.Ihavetogo.Iwantyouhometoday"

Unathi:"sure.Mncwaa"

IhangupandIuppedthelimitbyR20000.Unathi



canspendandIlovethatshespendsmymoneybut

sheoverdoesitattimes.WhospendsR40000in

twohours?That'sher.Memoriescamebackof

thedayImether.Shewasfiestyandanon

nonsensegirl.Alwaysafighterandchallengesme

,KeepsmeonmytoesandthenAndiswapopsinto

myhead.Ilovehowcalmsheis.Ifindherlikea

puzzle.It'slikesheisanopenbookyetsheisn't.I

feellikeshewillkeepmeonmytoesforrealwith

herbluntness.IneverthoughtIwouldhavesucha

drawandinterestinanotherwoman.Itakemy

phoneoutandcallmyfather.Heanswersonthe

firstring.

Dad:"Mbulazi"

Me:"Mntungwa,ninjani?(Howareyou?)"

Dad:"kuyaphilekaMfana(Iamgoodmyboy)"

IhateitwhenhesaysthatbutIbrushitoff.

Me:"Babakunodabaoluncanelahkodwa

angikwaziukulidikidaocingwenikunganjaningize

ekhayamangikhona(DadthereisasmallissueI

wantustotalkaboutbutwecan'ttalkaboutit



throughthephone.HowaboutIcomedownhome

whenIcan?)"

Heissilent.

Dad:"Iknowabitofwhatyouwanttotalkabout

butIwillwaitforyou"

Me:"ok"

HehangsupandIputawayallthepaperworkand

allthebooksIwaslookingatandIcallAndiswa.A

smileautomaticallyappearsuponmyface.

Andiswa:"Hello"

Hervoice.Itcalmsmedownsomeway.

Me:"Andiswa"

Icouldhearherbreathingattheotherend.

Me:"usukuphi?(Whereareyou?)"

Ihearhertalktosomeoneandthenshetalkstome.

Andiswa:"IseeamallsoIthinkwearethere"

Me:"Areyouinacab?"

Andiswa:"yes"



Me:"tellittodropyouoffatVolkswagen.Iwill

meetyououtside"

Andiswa:"ok"

IwastemptedtosaymorebutIendeditthere.I

tookmycarkeysandIwalkedout.Iwenttomycar

andwaitedabitforherandshecalledbecauseI

didn'thidemynumberthistimeandIanswered.

Andiswa:"weareatVolkswagen"

Me:"OkIamcoming"

IlookedatmyselfthengotoffthecarandI

searchedforherandfoundhertakingherbagfrom

thecabdriverandItookoutmywalletandafew

hundredsandIgottothemasshewasfiddlingher

bag.

Me:"Therewego.Keepthechange"

Andiswa:"Icanpayformyselfyouknow"

Ilookedather.

Me:"Iknow"

Iguessmygazewasgettingtoomuchtoher



becauseshelookedaway.Itookherbag.

Me:"let'sgo.Youhungry?"

Andiswa:"abit"

Me:"thereisMcDonaldaroundthecornerand

Nandosoryouwantsomethingelse"

WegottomycarandIopenedthebootandputher

baginandclosedit.

Me:"mmh?"

Ismirked.

Andiswa:"Somethingelsemeaning?"

Shebitherbottomlip.Godthethingssheisdoing

tome.Isteppedclosertoherandheldherface

beforelayingasoftperkandhereyeswereclosed.

Me:"openthem"

Sheopenedthemandlookedatme.

Me:"IdidsayIwantyouandIwantyouAndiswa"

ShewasabouttospeakbutIleadhertothe

passengersideandopenedthedoorforherand



shegotinandIwenttomysideandIgotinand

drovetoMcDonaldthroughthedrivethruandwe

orderednuggetswithMcFeastandMcflurryand

thenwedrovetothegarageandboughtchipsand

sweetsandwaterbottlesandbiltong,biscuitsfor

theroadtrip.YeswearegonnadrivetoPretoriaand

Idon'tmindreally.Ipaidandshewasn'thappyand

Ifindthatsexythatshewantstodominateinthat

manner.Wegotinthecarandbuckledupandoff

wewent.Iopenedsomemusic.

Me:"Ilistentoawholelotofdifferentmusic.Ijust

hopeyoulikeit"

Shegiggledwithasmileandshelookslikealittle

angelwhilestuffedwithfoodasIstoleaglanceat

her.

Andiswa:"(swollowing)youcanplayit"

IconnectedmyphoneontotheBluetoothFetty

wapstartedplaying.

"I'mlikeyeahshemine

Wonderingwhenshe'llbemine



ShewalkedpastIpressedrewind

Toseethatassonemoretime....."

Shegiggled.

Me:"youknowit?"

Andiswa:"yeahIknowit."

Ismileandsheshysaway.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

Wehavebeensinginganddancingandstuffingour

facessinceweleftpietermaritzburg.Honestlythis

roadtripwhateveryoucallit,isfun.Nowheis

playingsoftmusic.AboJazzandRnbmakingyouin

themoodoflove.Iwaslayingmyheadontheseat

andIturnedandlookathim.Whatishedoing?

Whenhesmilesandshowsoffhowdeephis

dimplesare.Hissmile,Howitshinessobrightand



makesyouwanttosmileaswell.Histhicklips,oh

thoselipshowIwishtobelostinmyfirstkisswith

them.Hisstronghands.Whattheywoulddotome.

Howwouldhehandlemeifweweretomakelove?

HestealsaglanceatmeandIlookaway,Iclosemy

thighs.Hiscolognealonehasahugeeffectonme

thatIdon'tunderstand.Tinglesrunthroughmy

bodyandIlookbackathimandheislookingatme.

Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Wehavebeenontheroadforhoursnowandit's

abouttobedarkasthesunisabouttoset.

Ntethelelo:"okwewillstopsoon"

Inod.Thereissilence,Amandablackwasplaying

Kahle.Thereisapartwhereitsaid

"Itreallydoesn'tmatterwhatanybodyelsesays

Thinasobabilithat'sallweneed,needlove"

Thatpartgottomeandgotmethinking.IfLove

comestomewillItakeitorleaveit.

Ntethelelo:"wearehere"

Heparkedatthegarage.Itookoffmyseatbelt.



Ntethelelo:"doyouneedanything?"

Me:"nothankyou"

HenoddedandIhoppedoffandwenttothe

bathroom.Ididmybusinessandsentamessageto

dadsayingiamsafe.Dadreplieslatewhenit

comestotexts.Igotoutandwashedmyhandsand

IwalkedoutIfoundNtethelelooutsideandhe

openedthedoorformeandIthankedhimandhe

gotinandhedroveoff.Iwantedtoask.

Me:"whydoyouwantme?Youdon'tknowme

much."

SeriouslyIcan'tstandbeinginthedark.

Heshifted.

Ntethelelo:"youhavethisgoodeffectonme.

Differentanditkeepsondrawingmeintoyou"

Iamsilent,Idon'tknowwhattosay.Hestopped

thecaratthesideoftheroadandturnedtome.

Ntethelelo:"pleasegiveusashot"

Idon'tknow.



Me:"Idon'tknow"

Heheldmyface.

Ntethelelo:"lookatmeAndiswa"

Idid.

Hesighed.

Ntethelelo:"NgifunaMinanawesiyephambili

Andiswa,Ngithembe.Ngekengikuphuleinhliziyo(I

wantustogoforwardAndiswa,trustme.Iwon't

breakyourheart)"

hesaidthelastpartsoftly.

Ntethelelo:"celaungipheithuba(pleasegivemea

chance)"

Helookedintomyeyes.Thiswholetimehisgaze

wasuponme.Iclearedmythroat,Ididn'tknow

whattosayafterthat.

.

.

.
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*NTETHELELO*

Sheissilentnexttome.Shehasn'tsaidanything

sinceweleftthegarage.Ithinksheistryingto

digestmyask,mypleatobewithherandshare

specialmomentswithher.Istealaglanceather

andsheisasleep.Notevenafullmonthand

alreadyhereIamwantingsomethingwithher.

Whatdoesshehavethatalltheotherwomanwho

havetriedbeingwithmecouldn'tachieve?You

knowthatsayingthatsaysyouhadmeat"Hello"?

Yeahwellshehadmeat"Andiswa".Myphone

ringsthroughoutthecarandit'sconnectedto

Bluetooth.It'sUnathi,anotheronewhoIlove.Iam

caughtbetweenthetwo,IneverthoughtIwould



wanttocheatonUnathibeforebutthisisnot

cheatingright?Cheatingisfilledwithlust.Itakemy

phoneanddisconnecttheBluetoothandanswer.

Unathi:"Whereareyounow?"

Me:"Iam30minutesaway.Iwillbetherenownow

"

Unathi:"ok,Iboughtsomethingforyou"

Shesaysinherseductivevoiceandiclearmy

throatandlookatAndiswawhoissoundasleep.

Me:"Ican'twait"

Shegiggled.

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Unathi:"Okbabymncwaa"

ShehungupandAndiswashiftedandIclearedmy

throat.Shesatupstretchingherself.

Me:"youtookashortnap"

Andiswa:"Iwasdrowsy.Arewehomeyet?"

Me:"weareenteringMamelodi"



Shenodded.Idrovetoherhouseandparkedinfront

ofthegateandIhoppedoutandopenedthedoor

forherandshethankedme.Ihelpedherwithher

bagwhileshecleanedupthecar

Me:"leaveitIwilltakeittothecarwash"

Andiswa:"it'sjustcontainers.Nothingdrastic"

ShesaidwithasmileandIsmiledaswell.

Andiswa:"Stopsmilingplease"

Me:"(smirking)Why?"

Andiswa:"Youaremakingmeshy"

Ichuckled.

Me:"doesthatmeanthatIhaveaneffectonyou?"

Shetooktheplasticfulloffrubbishandclosedthe

door.

Andiswa:"Maybe"

Shetookherbag.

Andiswa:"seeyoulaterMrK"

ShewalkedoffandIlookedatherswayingherway



tothegate.Shegotinandsheturnedtofaceme

whilelockingthegateandshewinkedandwalked

off.Ichuckledwhileshakingmyheadlookingat

her.Seewhatimean?Oneminutesheisshythe

nextsheislikethis.Iloveitthough.Ifixmyboner

beforegettinginmycarandIdroveoff.

.

.

*UNATHI*

.

.

IhavebeenmarriedtoNtethelelofor5yearsnow.

It'sonlythetwoofus,nokidsnothing.Weloveit

likethatbecausewelaidrulesthatwhenweare

bothreadywewillhavekids.Ijustcamebackfrom

SandtondoingsomeshoppingandIwenttotakea

bath.Isoakedmyselfinthebathtubwhile

reflectingonhowluckyIamtohaveamanlikehim,

lovingandcaringandmostofallhisdominantside

makesmefallforhimdeeper.Igotoutofthebath

tubaftersometimeandIwenttolotionmybody



andfixedmyhairbeforeIworealingerie,Lacyjust

thewayhelikesit.Tonightit'saboutusand

celebratingourloveandmarriage.Iwearagown

overandmyslippersandIwentdownthestairs.I

startedtakingouttheingredientsandIstarted

cooking,whilecookingIcalledtoseehowfarheis

andhesaysheiscloseby.Iwrapupanddrink

somejuiceandIhearthecarpullup.Irushtoour

bedroomandtooktheboxandIwentdownthe

stairshearinghimcalloutforme.

Ntethelelo:"babyIamhome"

Iwalkeddownthestairswatchinghimplacehis

bagonthefloorandthekeysonthetable.Igetto

him.

Me:"welcomehomebaby"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"Imissedyou"

Me:"Ihaveasurprise.Iamsureyouarehungry"

Ntethelelo:"iboughtfoodonthewaysoIatebutI

willeattomorrow"



Ismile.

Ntethelelo:"whatisthis?"

Me:"yoursurprise"

Hetakestheboxandopensitandtakesoutthe

shoes.

Ntethelelo:"babyshoes"

Me:"(smiling)Iampregnant.Weareexpecting"

Iwaswaitingforhimtosaysomethingandthenhe

puttheboxandshoesdownandspunmearound

andIgiggled

Ntethelelo:"GodIamsohappy"

Weshareakiss.ThisiswhatIlove.

Ntethelelo:"howfar?"

Me:"twoweeks."

Hekissesmeagain.

Ntethelelo:"iloveyouMamuKhumalo"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

HeputmedownandItookoffmygownandhe



groaned.

Ntethelelo:"Damn"

Hesaidbitinghisbottomlipandhisdimples

surfacesmakingmewanthimmore.

Me:"it'sallyoursbabydaddy"

Hechargedtowardsmeandpickedmeupandwe

sharedaroughyetpassionatekiss.Hishandsrun

throughmybodyandIwentforhisneckbuta

sweetscentturnedmeoff.

Me:"wait"

Ntethelelo:"babyIneedyou"

Me:"getmedownNtethelelo"

HeputmedownandIfixedmygown.

Me:"whoisshe?"

Ntethelelo:"whoiswhat?"

Me:"don'tmeafoolman,whoisthebitchyou

weresleepingwith!!!!?"

Ishouted.Hehatesthat.



Ntethelelo:"RespectmeUnathiIamnotyourfriend

"

Me:"Friendmyass,areyoucheatingonme?"

Ntethelelo:"babyIwouldneverdothat.Iloveyou"

Me:"bullshit"

Itookoffmyslippersandthrewthemathimand

wentupthestairsandbangedthedoor.Hesaidhe

isn'tcheating.Hehasnevergavemeareason.

MaybeheistellingthetruthandIamjust

overeating.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

"Ohhappyday(ohhappyday)

Ohhappyday(ohhappyday)

WhenJesuswashed(whenJesuswashed)



WhenJesuswashed(whenJesuswashed)

Washedmysinsaway"

IwaslisteningtothatsongplayontheradioasI

madebreakfastandlunchformyself.Nodadtodo

thatforme.HonestlyImisshimandlastnightus

talkingonthephonewasn'tenough.OurSunday

movienightwassomethingwemissed.Ifinished

makingbreakfastandthenIateandputmydish

away.ArghIhavetodomyhairbutIjustcombed

myhairandletitlooseandItookmybagandlunch

andwalkedout.Ilockedandcaughtataxiandthen

offitwent.Icouldn'tstopthinkingabout

Ntethelelo,Idon'tknow.Somethinginmejustsays

Andiswagiveitachance.Hepromisedtonothurt

youbutIdon'tknowanythingaboutrelationships.I

wanttogivehimachancebutatthesametimeI

don'tknow.IreachworkandIgetoffandIgreeted

thesecurityguyandIwenttochangeandafterthat

IwenttoTristan'sofficetoinformhimIamback.I

knockedandIwasinstructedtocomeinandseems

liketheywereinaconversationwithNtethelelo.I

lookedawayfromhimandfocusedonTristanbut



hisstarewasonme.

Me:"UhmhiTristan.....Imeanbosssorry"

Helaughed

Tristan:"it'sok.Howwastheceremony?"

Ismiled

Me:"memorable"

Tristan:"that'sgood"

Me:"letmegetgoingthen"

Iturned.

Ntethelelo:"CanIseeyouinmyofficeinafew

minutes?"

Hewalkedout.IlookedatTristan.

Tristan:"hewon'tbite.Respecthimthough"

Me:"uhmok"

IfollowedoutandwenttoNtethelelo'sofficeand

knockedbeforeIgotin.

Ntethelelo:"closethedoor"



Ididandsatdownonthecouch.Hecameforthand

stoodinfrontofmeandlookeddownonme.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"MrKhumalo"

Hesmiled.

Ntethelelo:"haveyouthoughtaboutwhatIsaid?"

Ishiftedandclearedmythroat.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ilookedupathimandhesmiled

Ntethelelo:"ngekengikuphuleinhliziyo,ngethembe

(Iwon'tbreakyourheart,trustme)"

Ibreathedout.

Me:"Ok,wecantry"

Ifiddlewithmyfingersandlookuptohimandhe

sitsnexttomeandhepulledmetohischest.God

hiscologneismakingmykneesweak.Ifound

myselfholdinghimbackandaftersometimewe



brokethehugandhekissedmyforeheadand

perkedmylips.Helookedintomyeyesandsmiled.

Ntethelelo:"umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Me:"thankyou"

Hestoodup.

Ntethelelo:"IhavetoleaveforGermanytofixsome

stuffbutIwillcallyou"

Istoodupandnodded

Me:"ok"

Ntethelelo:"comehere"

Iwentclosertohimandwesharedahug,along

one..

Ntethelelo:"Iwishwecouldstaylikethisforever"

Therewassilence.Hecuppedmyfaceandhe

kissedme.Ifroze,thisismyfirsttime.

Ntethelelo:"relaxandgowiththeflow"

InoddedandhekissedmeandIwentwiththeflow

,Goditwasslow.ThoselipsIhavecravedtasted



mintyandwe'recoldyettenderandsoft.Hisone

handmovedfrommyfaceandwenttomywaist

andhepulledmeclosertohimandmyhandswent

tohischest.Iwasshorterthanhimandthatwas

suitableplaceforme.Iwaslostinaworldof

foreignfeelingsasshiverswentdownmyspine.

Hebrokeitslowlyandlickedhislipsbeforeleaving

asmallperkonmine.Iwaslookingathimashe

smiledandshowedhisdimplesoff.Thosedimples

thatmakesmefallforhimwithoutanywarning.His

handcaressesmycheek.

Ntethelelo:"Ican'twaittospendmydayswithyou"

Hebuthisbottomlipwhileoureyeslocked.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:12] :~Mistress~



Insert8

*UNATHI*

Londie:"(laughing)Ithinkyouareoverreacting.

Ntethelelowouldnevercheatonyou,ifwewere

talkingaboutVuyanithenwewouldtalkbabe"

Isippedonmytea.WecametoGermanywithour

husbandsandithasbeenaweek.It'scoldthisside

sowewenttothecoffeeshopjustafterwewenton

abitshoppinghereandthere.

Me:"maybeyouareright"

Zama:"Sheis.SoLondiehowisVuyani?"

Londie:"mxmthatone."

Welaughed.Theyhavebeeninanopenmarriage

for10years.It'sweirdhowtheyloveeachotheryet

exploreotherthings.Iwouldn'tsurvivethatwith

Ntethelelo.

Zama:"somommyhowareyoufeeling?"



Me:"(puttingmyteadown)Happy.Ntetheleloisso

supportiveaswell"

Irubbedmystomachthoughitwasn'tshowing.

Londie'sphonerangandsheanswered.

Londie:"Baby......ok"

Shehungup.

Zama:"IwonderhowyouandVuyanihaven'tkilled

eachother"

ShesaidsippingherCoffee.

Londie:"youwon'tunderstand"

Theywalkedinthecoffeeshopandtheymadeway

tous.IlookatNtethelelo,Iwishourbabyisaboy

sohecanlooklikehisfather.

Kwando:"Howwastheshopping?"

Vuyani:"iheardalotofnotificationsfrommyphone

Ievenswitcheditoff"

Welaughed.

Me:"it'sallpartofbeingahusband"



Hesatnexttome.

Ntethelelo:"youok?"

Inoddedandhekissedmyforehead.Theyordered

coffeeandmoremuffinsandwehadalittlechat

together.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Thisweek6 CarswereboughtandTristanwas

happyshame.Heisagoodguyevenandagood

personnje.FifiandIdohaveourlunchbreaksand

shealwayssharesgossipwhichyouknowIshare

withDad.YepheisbackandIamhappyheisback.

It'sbeenaweekofmeagreeingtogiveNtethelelo

andIatrybutIamscaredatthesametime.Itsa

FridayandIjustcamehomefromworkandwentto

bathwhiledadboughtKFCforusbecauseit'shis

payday.Iwashappyreally.AfterbathingIwore

mygownanddiscardedtheafterandgotdressedin



pyjamasandIwenttotheloungeandsatnextto

him.

Dad:"Doyoustillwantmetodoyourhair?"

Me:"areyougonnadocornrowsorBennyand

Betty?"

Dad:"whicheveroneyouwant"

Me:"ok"

WeateandItookthedishesawayafterwewere

doneandIwenttotakemycombandpillowandI

satinfrontofhimandhecombedmyhair.Itwas

soreshame.

Me:"babaouch(dadouch)"

Dad:"sorry."

Hecombedmyhairandparteditandstartedplating.

Me:"dadhowdoeslovefeel?"

Hekeptquietforsometimebeforereplying.

Dad:"Loveisunexplainable,it'ssomethingwithinif

Icansay.Whenyoulovesomeoneyouknowyou

woulddieforthatperson,youknowthattheyare



foryouandcompleteyouandyouknowtheywill

alwaysbethereforyouandfeelthesame,they

don'tjudgeyoubutLoveallofyou.Badorgoodbut

bringoutthebestinyou.Loveisabeautifulthing

thatmanyofyouyoungstersconfuseforlust.Do

youlovesomeone?"

Iwastonguetied.DoIloveNtethelelo?Idon't

knowbuthemakesmefeelbubblesovermyself

andmakesmemisshimwhenwetalk.Isthatlove?

Dad:"talktome.It'snotwrongtofeelsomething

forsomeone"

HetookthecombandopenedanotherlineandI

groanedinpain.

Me:"Idon'tknowdad.Iamconfused."

Dad:"Howdoyoufeel?"

Me:"lost."

Dad:"howdoyoufeelwhenyouarewithhim.?Do

youmisshim?"

Ismiledandhelaughed.

Me:"yes.Uhmthisisawkwardtotalkabout."



Dad:"itshouldn'tbe.Iamyourbestfriendandif

youdon'ttellmethesethingsthenyouwilltellthe

wrongcrowd.Iwantwhat'sbestforyou.Haveyou

lookedintothisguy?"

Me:"uhmno"

Dad:"menlieAndiswaandmakeemptypromises

togetaheadwithyou.Idon'twantyouheart

brokenbecauseofwhathetoldyou."

Me:"youthinkheisfamous?Imeanhedoesown

alot.Soheisgottobesomewhere"

Dad:"socialnetworks.Startthere"

InoddedandItookmyphone.GodIhadtoinstall

InstagramandTwitterbecauseIonlyhave

Facebook.IcreatedaccountsandIsearchedfor

himandfoundhimandbuthisaccountswere

private.Irequestedandwenttogogglebutitonly

toldmeabouthisbranchesandhissuccessnothis

personallife.Iputmyphonesighing

Dad:"foundanything?"

Me:"hissuccess"



Dad:"maybeheishonestandclean."

Ismiled.

Me:"youareoneinamillionbutmaybeIshouldn't

rushanything"

Dad:"Whateversuitsyoubutwhenyoustarthaving

sexgoprevent"

Me:"ewwudadno"

Dad:"itcanhappengirlsonjeyoushoulddothat"

Ilaughedwhenheimitatedagirl'svoice.

Me:"Daddystop"

Dad:"butonaseriousnotedon'trushanythingif

youdon'tfeelgood"

ItrustNtethelelo,Imeanwouldhelietomeifhehad

badintentions?"

.

.

Yohmyheadissore.It'slikedadwasfightingwith

myhair,IlookbeautifulthoughandIwillkeepit



neat.IputonadoekasIaminmyroomandmy

phonerings.Ilookatitandit'sNtethelelo.I

answereditwithasmileonmyface,Iswitchedoff

thelightsandIsatonthebed

Me:"hello"

Ntethelelo:"Evenacutepetnamelike,Mysugar

plumorSwidilamlomkhuhlane,thembalamorthe

commonSthandwaSam"

Ilaughed.

Me:"that'sgettingaheadofourselves"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyourlaugh"

Iblushed

Ntethelelo:"Iamsureyouareblushing"

Me:"Iamnot."

Ilayonmybackandbitemybottomlippreventing

myselffromblushingtoomuch.

Ntethelelo:"ImissyouAndiswa"

Hesayssoftlyashisdeepvoicevibratessoftly

throughthephonebutstillhasadeepeffectonme.



Me:"(softly)Imissyoutoo"

IclearmythroatasitseemslikeIamloosingmy

breath.

Ntethelelo:"IwillbebackWednesday,Iwouldlike

toseeyou"

Me:"Ihavework"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Iknow.IwillseewhatIcando,just

agreetospendthedaywithme."

Me:"ok"

Therewassilence.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Thembalam"

Ismile.

Me:"stopcharmingmeIwanttospeak"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"okbabyIamsorry"

Ismile.Isigh



Me:"Iamscared"

Ntethelelo:"off?"

Me:"beinghurt.YouarethefirstguyIinvolve

myselfwithandit'sscary"

Hesighs.

Ntethelelo:"DidIscareyou?"

Me:"honestlyyes"

Ntethelelo:"whatscaredyouthemost?"

Me:"whyme?Whydidyouchooseme?"

Ntethelelo:"whynotyou?Whyshouldn'tIchoose

you?"

Ikeptquiet.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswalovingsomeonedoesn't

requirestatus.Idon'twantAndiswatheBillionaire

orwhat.Iloveyouthewayyouare"

Me:"youloveme?"

Ntethelelo:"withthisheartofmine."

Me:"whyloveme?"



Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"thistalkneedsustobefacetoface."

Isighed.

Me:"ok"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouAndiswa,youcandoubtall

thingsinfuturebutnevermyloveforyou.You

mademefallinlovewithyouunexpectedly.Idon't

loveyou,Iaminlovewithyouinashortspaceof

time.Ihopewegofartogetherthatwetrusteach

otherwiththeselittlestepswewilltake."

Me:"IamjustscaredbutIwilltrytrustingyou"

Ntethelelo:"don'trushit.Itwillhappenonitsown"

Ismile

Ntethelelo:"waitabit"

HehungupandIlookedatmyphoneandhecalled

againanditwasavideocall.Iopenedthelightsand

lookedathimasIswitchedonthelightsbecauseI

switchedthemOffwhenhecalledthefirsttime.

Ntethelelo:"smileforme"



Idid.

Ntethelelo:"youarebeautiful"

Me:"Ihavechubbycheeks"

Ntethelelo:"Ilovethem."

Iblushed.

Ntethelelo:"iloveyouok?"

Inodded

Me:"ok"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Ihavetogo.Iwillcallinthemorning"

Me:"Goodmorning?"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"It'sgoodnightThembalam"

Me:"aren'tyouinGermany?"

Ntethelelo:"thetimeframeisanhourapartfrom

SouthAfrica"

Me:"mmmhok.ByeMntungwa"



Hesmiled.Andbithisbottomlip.

Ntethelelo:"Iwillmarryyou"

Ilaughed.

Me:"okbye"

HehungupandIlaidthere.Godwhatisthisman

doingtomyheart?It'sracingSoomuch

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:13] :~Mistress~

Insert9

Iwaslaughingwhilelookingatdaddancearoundto

theradiowhilePuttingslicesofbread.Dadlovesto

cook.Momcouldn'tcookatall.Shewasn't

domesticatedevenbutdadisverywell



domesticatedandverysoftmanyethestandshis

groundwhenhehasto.HeisacalmpersonandI

lovehiscalmcharacter.Ihavesomemom

attributesinme.,IcangetfiestybutIamalsocalm

aswell.Ihadjustbathedandgotoffacallwith

Ntethelelo.Ikissdad'scheek.

Me:"Morning"

Dad:"(kissingmyforehead)Morningangel"

Me:"youarealifesaver.Iwasdyinginmysleep"

HelaughedandIjoinedinandwesatdownandate.

Dad:"Howisschool?"

Me:"It'sgood.NextyearIamgraduating"

Hesmiledawidesmile.

Dad:"Iamproudofyou.Youalwaysmakeme

proudtobeyourfather"

Ismiledaswell.

Me:"andIamProudtobeyourdaughter.Iwould

gothroughanythingwithyoudaddy"

Hechuckled.



Dad:"IknowIamyourparent"

Ilaughedasweate.

Dad:"SowhenamImeetingyourboyfriend"

Ichokedonmytea.WhatiswithdadandKhuluza

wantingtoburnmewithit?

Me:"excuseme?"

Dad:"ngilibonaNiniisokalakho?,melengazi

lomfanaonesibindisokuk'shela(whenamIseeing

yourman?Ineedtoknowthisboywhohasthe

gutstoaskyouout)"

Me:"Idon'thaveamanbaba,Ihaveacrushon

someone"

Dad:"Mmmh"

Ioutmyteadownaftersipping.

Me:"youknowyoucantalktome"

Dad:"Iamjustsaying,Mmmmhh"

Hesippedonhisteaandwaslookingatme.Idon't

wanttojinxwhatmeandNtethelelohave.



Me:"Iwannabeoutside."

Dad:"takeawalktotheshops.Ihavetobe

somewheretoday"

Me:"where?"

Dad:"(standingup)Iammeetinganoldfriend"

Me:"oh?"

Hechuckledasheputtheuseddishesinthebasin.

Dad:"it'snotafemale"

Me:"ohok"

Heshookhishead.

Dad:"OhandElihlewantstoseeyou.Shecalled"

Iputmyfooddown.

Me:"Whatdoesshewantnow?"

That'smycousin,Mom'sside.DidImentionthat

theydon'tlikeme?Yestheydon't.Elihleis17

yearsoldandisjustlikehermotherAuntyKholeka

(mom'soldersister)shealwaysbragsand

comparesme.Iusedtolovehertillsheshowedme



thatshedoesn'tfeelthesame.Istoppedputting

effortonsomeonewhodoesn'tfeelme.Istoodup

withmyuseddishesandputtheminthebasinand

boilwatertowashthedishes.

Dad:"Sheishavinga18thebirthdaypartysoshe

invitedyou"

Ilookathim.

Dad:"theyareyourfamily"

Me:"theyhaveafunnywayofbeingfamilyby

seeingyousuffer"

Dad:"YouarenotsufferingnowAndiswa"

Icouldseehurtinhiseyes.

Me:"Idon'tmeanitlikethatdad.Ilovethelifewe

havebecauseithasyouinit"

Henods.

Dad:"Justgo.MaybeinviteMercytoaccompany

yousoyouwon'tfeelalone"

Me:"Iwillsee."

Henodded.



Dad:"cleanthehouse"

Me:"Hhadad"

Dad:"whowillmarryyourlazybum?"

Me:"Noone.Iwilllivewithyoutillwedie"

Helaughs.

Dad:"weshallsee.Letmego"

HewalkedoutandIwashedthedishesandafterI

startedcleaningandbylunchIwasdoneevenwith

lunch.IwenttotakesomemoneysoIcanbuy

airtimeandIwentoutlockingandIwalkedtothe

shops.Iwasonmyphonewhilewalkingthere

whensomeonewhistled.Iliftedmyeyesandhe

wavedwhilesittingwithsomeguyswhowere

listeningtomusicbyhiscaranddrinking.Iwalked

towardshim.

Me:"Hi"

Hesmiled.

Tristan:"It'slikeyouareeverywhere."

Wehugged.



Me:"ilivehere.,whatareyoudoingthissideBoss?

"

Helaughed.

Tristan:"IhavefriendshereandSomefamily

members"

Me:"Ohyouhaveafamilyherethat'snice"

Hechuckles.

Tristan:"YouknowmymotherisFullTswana

womanandmydadisWhite"

Me:"wehavenevergottentothatpersonallevel"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"Whereareyouheading?"

Me:"Theshops."

Tristan:"Wecanwalkthere"

Me:"Sure"

.

.

*NTETHELELO*



.

.

Kwando:"thiswasreallyadragandincompetence.

Weshouldn'tbeflyinghalfwayacrosstheworldfor

suchthings"

Vuyani:"it'sbusiness.ItbringsusmoneythatOur

wivesspendliketheyarehavingarunningstomach

"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Youarestingy"

Vuyani:"StingyhowmanwhenLondiehastwo

Rooms,youcan'tevensayclosetfulloffdesigner

clothes.Anotheroneforshoesand5carsanda

mansion.Ican'tmentiontheweaveswehorbour

it'slikewesellthem"

welaugh.

Vuyani:"andyousayIamstingy"

Herolledhiseyeswhilepouringsomewhisky

Kwando:"Youhavebeenoffabit"



Me:"Like?"

Kwando:"Idon'tknowbutyoudifferent"

Ilayback.

Me:"Iamgoingtobeafathersoon"

Vuyani:"IcanalreadyseeUnathibeingabillionaire

withthatbaby"

Me:"leavemywifeoutofit."

Vuyani:"WhereisthatThickLadythatworksat

yourplace"

Myangerrose.

Me:"Don'teventhinkaboutmakingamovethere"

Kwando:"Ithoughtyouwereworkingonnot

fuckinghoes"

Me:"sheisnotahoe.Don'tcallherthat"

Theylookedatme.

Vuyani:"watintekangayeyiniuyamhlaba?(You

aretouchywithher,areyoufuckingher?)"

Me:"fuckyou"



Istoodupandwalkedoutofthehotelroom.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

Tristan:"Ihaveababydaughter,sheisthreeyears

old"

Me:"canIseeherpicture?"

Hechucklesasheseesmyfacelightupandhe

takesouthisphoneandshowshisdaughtertome.

Sheissocutewithcurlybighairandherhazel

brownbigeyes.

Me:"SheissocuteohmyGod"

Tristan:"Sheisadivatoomuch"

Ilaughed

Me:"allgirlsaredramatic"

Tristan:"Ican'targuewiththat"



Ishookmyhead.

Me:"sowhereishermother?"

Therewasabitofsilence.

Tristan:"shediedinacarhighjackwhenAmber

was2months"

Ohthatmusthavebeenbad.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Tristan:"(sigh)yeahwellit'sfuckeduplife."

Therewassilenceagain.

Tristan:"doyouhaveanykids?"

Me:"notyetnobutIlovekids."

HestoppedandIdidtoo.

Tristan:"Iamsureyouwillhavealotofthose"

Ilaughed.

Me:"maybe"

Wecarriedonwalking.

Tristan:"areyouinarelationship.?"



Ilookedathim.

Tristan:"sorrytoask."

Me:"it'sok.Ireallyhavetogo."

Wehugged.

Tristan:"Andiswa"

Me:"mmmh?"

Tristan:"wouldyouliketocometochurchwithme?

Iwillpickyouup."

Me:"ihaven'tbeentochurchinalongtime"

Hechuckled.

Me:"Ofcause"

Hesmiled.

Tristan:"Iwillseeyoutomorrowthen"

Me:"tomorrow"

HewalkedtohisfriendsandIwalkedbackhome.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:13] :~Mistress~

Insert10

*MERCY*

.

.

IwokeupandIwenttotakeabath.HonestlyIam

angrytoapointofnoreturn.Igetoutofthe

bathroomwhenIamdoneandIgetdressedinmy

BumshortsandSandile'st-shirtandslippersandI

wenttoYolanda'sroomandshewasupplaying

withherdolls.

Me:"Morningbaby"

Ikissedhercheek.

Yolanda:"mommycanIhavepancakes?"



Me:"comelet'sgomakepancakesforyouthenyou

canbath"

Shenoddedandshegotoffherbedandwewent

downthestairsandIplacedheronthecounter

beforeIrinsedmyhandsandstartedtakingoutthe

ingredientstomakepancakes.Thedooropened

andIlookedathimasheputhiscarkeysonthe

counterandkissedYolanda'sforehead.

Yolanda:"Daddy,wheredoyoucomefrom?"

Ichuckledabutalsowaitingforaresponse.He

clearedhisthroat.Iswearifit'sanotherbitchIam

goingtoslithisthroat.

Sandile:"goandtakesomechocolatesinmommy

anddaddiesroom"

Hegotherdown.Shehurriedout.Iturnedthe

pancakesoitcanburntheotherside.

Sandile:"Baby"

Me:"Mmmh"

Sandile:"Iamsorry"

Me:"Ngishadeamashidiorwena?(DidImarrythe



sheetsoryou?)"

Ilookathimintimidatinghimthistime.Ican't

standthis.It'sbeengoingonsincewetiedtheknot.

Sandile:"mebaby"

Me:"oh"

HecametoholdmebehindandIstoppedwhatIam

doing.

Sandile:"YouknowIloveyou?"

Me:"Iknow.Maybeweareyoungforthis.Imean

youare28andIam21"

Heturnedmearound.Hesighed.

Sandile:"Imadeapromisetotakecareofyouand

loveyou3yearsagowhenyouwerepregnantwith

ourprincessandIamkeepingthatforever"

Ismiledandkissedhim.Hecanmeltme.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Sandile:"Iloveyoumore"

Ismirked



Sandile:"SowhatisgoingonwithAndiswa?Isshe

dating?"

Me:"no,shehasn'ttoldmeanythingyet"

Sandile:"Mmmh"

Ilookedathim.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

Dad:"Whereareyoutakingher?"

MyGod.Dadcanbeoverprotectivewhenhewants

to.

Tristan:"Churchsir.Trustmeyourdaughterisin

goodhands"

Me:"Weshouldleavebeforewearelate"

IwalkedpastdadandgottoTristanwhoisnextto

hiscar.



Dad:"Iamwatchingyouboy,thisismyonly

daughter"

Tristan:"yessir"

Me:"okbyedaddy"

IkissedhischeekandTristanopenedthedoorfor

meandIgotinandhewenttohisside.Hewas

wearingblackChinoswithawhitegolfshirtand

semiformalshoes.Cleanaswell,hegotinhis

AudiA3andhesmiledatme.

Tristan:"SomeoneisgonnagetJesustoday"

Ilaughed

Me:"Ipray.Iamjustnotthatbad"

Hedroveoff.

Tristan:"AtleastyoudosomethingMsBhengu"

Me:"Areyouachurchperson?"

Tristan:"Sometimes.MomissowhenIwantsome

SundaylunchIhavetogotochurch."

Igiggled.



Me:"Wowthat'ssad"

Tristan:"Tellmeaboutit.Ineedtomarrysomeone

whowillcookforme"

Me:"Youwillfindone"

Tristan:"Maybe,Maybenot"

Therewassilence.

Me:"WhereislittleAmber?"

Tristan:"wewillmeetheratchurch"

Iwassohappy.GodIlovekidsandIhopeIget

blessedwiththem.Wearrivedatchurchandhe

openedthedoorforme.SincethelasttimeIwent

tochurchwas4yearsagoEaster,Iworeawhite

dress.Ithuggedmybodyandreachedmyknees.I

putonblacksandalsandwelldownloadedtheBible

appsinceIdon'thaveaBiblebutIthinkIwillhave

tobuyit.Youcanhearthesinginganditwasa

Nicechurchbythelooks.Blackpeopleoccupiedit

more.

Me:"doesthepastorpreachinTswana?"

Tristan:"(laughing)Hereandthere"



Me:"ohgod"

Hechuckledandwegottoourseats.Thiswoman

waslookingatusandthenTristanWavedather

andshesmiled.

Tristan:"That'smymotherandnexttoherAmber"

Hisdaughterlookedsoadorableyoucanjusteat

her.Iwouldn'tmindmotheringsuchachildin

futureshame.

Me:"youneedtogetthatadorablethingamother

orIwillclaimher"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"Youwouldn't"

Ilookedathimandshookmyheadandsenta

messagetoNtethelelostatingIaminchurchsono

callsthenputitawayandenjoyedtheservice.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

.



.

JustgotamessagefromAndiswawhenIwas

abouttocallher.Isighed.HonestlyImiss

spendingtimewithher.WhenIgobackIwillmake

sureImakethemostofit.Unathiwalkedoutofthe

bathroomwrappedinatowelandshecametome.

Unathi:"Whatisitbaby?"

MyfeelingsforAndiswaaregrowingstrongerthan

before.Iamthinkingaboutsomething.

Me:"(sighing)Whenwegobackwehavetogo

homeinUmzimkhulu"

Unathi:"Babyno,youknowmydesignerclothes

can'thandlethebhududu'softherurals."

Ipulledhertome.

Me:"It'sathankyouceremonybabewehavetobe

there"

Unathi:"youraunt'swilloverworkme"

Me:"theydon'tdothatbutIwillhandleit"

Shesighs.



Unathi:"igottameetupwithLondieandZama"

Shegetsoffmygrip.IknowsheisangrybuyI

reallyneedtoseedad.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:14] :~Mistress~

Insert11

*UNATHI*

.

IamangryatNtethelelo.HepromisesthatIwon't

doanythingthenhisaunt'sandmothercomplain

whatkindofwifeIam.IamnotdomesticatedandI

amnotabouttostartnow.Hemarriedmebecause

helovesmeandIalreadytakecareofhiminthe

bedroom.Whatmoredotheywant?Iamgoingto

havehisbabyandbringinanotherfamilymember.



ItookmyBootsandIsatonthecouchandhe

walkedoutFromthebathroomandlookedatme,I

couldfeelhiseyesonme.

Ntethelelo:"Baby"

Me:"mmmh?"

Ntethelelo:"ungikwatele?(areyoumadatme?)"

Me:",Whyfanelengikukwatele?(WhyshouldIbe

angryatyou?)"

Ilookedathimandhesaidnothing.Ireallyhatethe

rurals,ImeanNtethelelo'sfamilycomesfrom

money.Hisfatherownsnumerousofsupermarkets

andhasafarmaswellbutnotheychosetherural

area.Igotupandtookmybagandheheldmy

waist.

Ntethelelo:"Waitabit"

Me:"Ineedtoleave"

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Me:"for?"

Ntethelelo:"forupsettingyouthismuch"



Hekissedmyneck.

Ntethelelo:"forstressingyou"

Hekissesmyneckagainandmykneesaregetting

weakerandweaker.

Me:"(Softly)Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Ishouldn'tbestressingyou."

Heturnsmearoundandheholdsmycheek.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Heperkedmylipswhichturnedtoaslowkiss.He

puthisotherhandonmywaistandIreachedforhis

neck.HislipsaremintyandjustthewayIlikethem.

HepicksmeupandIwrapmylegsaroundhiswaist

andhebreaksthekisswhileIkisshisneck.

Ntethelelo:"Iwantyou"

Me:"Takeme"

Isaywhilesuckinghisneckmakingahickie.

[contentfoundinthegroup]

.



.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

"LordI'mpraying,Usemenow

AllIhaveisyours,isyours

Alltoyoumy,

Blessedsaviour

Isurrenderall"

IreallyenjoyedmytimeatchurchandIamhappy

thatTristaninvitedmetochurch.Imightgomore

often.Heeveninvitedmetohishomeforlunch.

HonestlyIamscaredbuthetellsmeeverminuteto

relaxasheclosesthedoortomyside.

Me:"MaybeIshouldgohome"

Tristan:"ifyoufeeluncomfortablewecanleaveok?

"

Inodded,wemadewaytoinsidehishomeandI



heldhishand.ReallyIwasscared.Hesmiledwhile

lookingatme.

"Thapelongwanaka(Thapelomychild)"

Tristan:"Mama"

Iwassweatinghidingbehindhim.

HisMom:"Andyourgirlfriend?"

Shetiltedherheadtome.

Me:"Hi"

Her:"(smiling)O'Kaengwanaka?(Howareyou

mychild?)"

Me:"uhm..."

Tristanchuckled.

Tristan:"MomIgotaShakaZuluandsheisnotmy

girlfriend"

Iamgladheclarifiedthegirlfriendpart.

Her:"OhAnddon'tsaysheisaShakaZulu"

Shepulledmeintoahugandsqueezedme.

Her:"Welcometomyhomemychild"



Me:"thankyou"

WebrokethehugandshelookedatTristan.

Her:"Amberisinthekitchen."

Tristan:"Iwillseehernow.Willyoubeok?"

Haiboheshouldn'tleaveme.Ismiled.

Me:"Yes"

Hismom:"ofcauseshewillbe"

Shesaidwithasmileonherfaceandhewalked

towardsthekitchen.Iwaslookingaroundadmiring

herhouseandIsawPicturesofHerandawhite

manandTristanaswellwithanothercolouredgirl

wholookslikeAmber.

Her:"O'Batlang?(Whatdoyouwant?)"

Shesaidfoldingherarms.

Me:"Askies?(Sorry?)"

Her:'Whatdoyouwantfrommyson?YouZulu

girlsalwayshavesomethingupyoursleeve"

Me:"Idon'tseemtofollow.Iamnotinany



relationshipwithTristan"

Her:"KeepitthatwaybeforeImakeyoudisappear

fromthefaceoftheearth"

SheclickedhertongueandIjustlookedather.

Tristanwalkedinwithhisdaughterinhishandsand

thiswomanfakedasmileatme.Iknowit'sfake

nowandIamdisgusted,Ican'tstandandpretend.

Tristan:"Whereisdad?"

Her:"meeting.Youknowyourfatherloveshiswork

butNatelieisoutsidewithKhumo."

Tristan:"OhokAndiswalet'sgo."

Me:"IjustrememberedIhavetorushhome.

Thanksfortheinvite"

Tristan:"Andiswa"

Iwasalreadyonmywayout.Itookoutmyphone

andjustcalledMercy.Iwasinthevergeoftears.I

amacrybabyalot.Iputitonmyearanditrangto

voicemail.

Me:"GoshMercy"



Itriedhertwotimesandnothing.Tearsrandown

myfaceasIamwalkingdownthisquietunknown

street,Icalleddad.Hepickedup.

Dad:"Andiswa"

Me:"dadshethreatenedtokillme"

Dad:"who?"

Me:"hismother."

Dad:"whereareyounow?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Dad:"wishmybatteryisdying.Trytofindaway.I

willalsotrychargemyphone"

Inoddedandhungupwhilewipingmytears.The

sunishot.Idialedhisnumberforsomereasonand

itwentthroughquickly.

Ntethelelo:"Baby"

Me:"Hi,sorryIwasatchurch"

Ntethelelo"areyouok?Youdon'tsoundok"

Isighed.



Me:"Iamok,juststranded."

Ntethelelo:"Whereareyou?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ntethelelo:"Howdidyougetthere?"

Me:"Tristan"

Hecursedandhisbreathingwasheavybuthe

calmeddown.

Ntethelelo:"YouwillexplainWednesdaywhyyou

weretherebutfornowsendmeyourlocation.Iwill

trygesomeonetotakeyouhome"

Me:"YouareinGermanynje"

Ntethelelo:"ListentomeAndiswa,thisisSouth

Africa.Womengetstolenandtrafficked.Iwantyou

safe"

Me:"ok."

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"I.....I..."

Ihungupquickly.Myheartwasbeatingfast.Iheld



mychest.

Me:"IloveyoutooNtethelelo"

.

.

After30minutesacarparkedinfrontofmeandthe

windowrolleddown.Thisguylooksfamiliarso

much.

Him:"Andiswa?"

Me:"uhmyes"

Him:"Youcanhopin.Iwilltakeyouhome."

Me:"oh"

Igotinthecarandworetheseatbeltàndhedrove

offasitwassilent.

Him:"Muziisthename"

Ilookedathim.Ringonhisfinger,Hedoeslooklike

afamilyman.

Me:"Muzioh"

hechuckled



Muzi:"youseemconfused"

Me:"youlookfamiliarsomehowgetIdon'tknow

you"

Helaughed.Heseemslikeachilledguy

Him:"wellIamroyalandownerofPretoria's

biggestarchitecturecompany"

Waitdadworksthere.

Me:"shit!"

Iclosedmymouthwhatupwithmehangingaround

bosses.IsthisasignthatIwillbebossoneday?

Godisthisyoursign?Ilaughedonmyownandhe

lookedconfused.

Me:"insidejoke"

Henodded.

Him:"So...."

Ilookedathim.

Him:"youdatingVuyani?"

Me:"Vuyani?"



Hetookouthisphoneandshowsmeapictureof

oneoftheguyswhowaswithNtethelelotheother

day.

Me:"No"

Henodded.

Him:"Youlookyoung"

Me:"Iam21"

Henoddedagain.Hisphonerangandhisold

schoolmusicstoppedandthecallcamein.

Muzi:"Nhliziyoyam(myheart)"

Girl:"Daddymommyisscreamingforyoutobring

OreosforBafana,Shesaidheiswantingsweet

stuff"

Muzi:"butbabytoomuchsweetstuffisbad"

Girl:"Mommydaddydoesn'twantto!"

Sheshoutstohermother.Wehearsomescreaming

andshouting.

Muzi:"(sigh)okIwillbuythingsformommy"



Girl:"Andchocolateformethanks"

ShehungupandIgiggled.Hegroaned.

Muzi:"IthoughtIcanhandleapregnantwoman

butclearlyIamfailing.

Me:"youwilllookbackandsmile"

Muzi:"Idoubt"

Weshareasmalllaugh.

.

.

.
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MuzijustdroppedmeoffandIthankedhimandI

sentamessagetoNtethelelothankinghimandhe

called.



Ntethelelo:"areyouok?"

Me:"yesIamok"

Ntethelelo:"okyouhunguponme"

Me:"airtime"

Ntethelelo:"mmmh"

Igiggled.

Me:"Stopthat.Wewilltalklater"

Ntethelelo:"Ok"

IhungupandIwalkedinsideanddadsprungfrom

thecouchandhuggedme.

Dad:"Shhhit'sok.Daddyishere"

HowIwishmymomwasstillalivebutIlovemydad

buthervoidisstillthere.

.

.

Irantohimandhecaughtmeandspunmearound

whilemyarmswerearoundhisneckandhisarms

wereholdingmywaist.Iwashappytoseehim.I



didn'trealisethatImissedhimthismuch.Isniffed

hisManlyperfumebeforehespoke.

Ntethelelo:",Youmissedme?"

Ihidmyfaceatthecrackofhisneckandhe

chuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Iwilltakethatasayesthen"

Igotdownfromhim.

Ntethelelo:"Imissedyou"

Me:"metoo"

Hesmiledandhisdimplesappeared.

Me:"youaremakingmeshy"

Ntethelelo:"Youwon'tbe.Come"

Heopenedthedoorformetohiscar.Iwasgiven

thedayoffforWednesdayandIdidn'tgotowork.I

amsohappytoseehimandseewhereheistaking

usto.Igotinandheclosedthedoorandwentto

hissideandgotinanddroveoff.

Me:"DideverythingworkoutinGermany?"



Ntethelelo:.Yeseverythingworkedout.Theyjust

hadshippingdelayed."

Inodded.

Ntethelelo:"Sowhatdoesayoungladylikeyou

aspiretobe?"

Me:"AforensicpathologistbutfornowIam

studyingteaching.Lastyearnow"

Ntethelelo:"Youlovekids?"

Me:"somuch.IthinkIwillendupthereinthe

educationdepartmentbecausenowIcan'twaitto

teachthem"

Hechuckled

Ntethelelo:"bythesoundofit.Iamsureyouare

gonnamakeanamazingmother"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou.Sotellmebitsaboutyou

Mntungwa"

It'slikeIwascourtinghimthewayheblushedandI

giggled.



Ntethelelo:"wellIcomefromabigfamilyin

Umzimkhulu,mymotherhas5kidsbutdadhas8

kidsintotal.

Me:"meaning?"

Ntethelelo:"meaningmydadhadafirstwifeand

thenmymother.Shediedyearsago"

Me:"Iamsorryaboutthat"

Ntethelelo:"it'sok.Anywaymyfatherownsalotof

supermarketsandwehaveabigfarmathome.We

didn'tgrowupinthecitybutwegrewupintherural

area.Youwillfindbitsoftraditionalqualitiesinme.

"

Me:"yourdominance"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Maybe.Anywaytellmeaboutyou"

Me:"WellmyfamilyoriginisfromEscourt,

Hlatikhulu.Iamtheonlychildtomyparents,my

motherdied3yearsago,gunneddownandIdon't

getalongwithherfamilymuch.Yepthat'sme"

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorryaboutyourmother"



Me:"it'sok"

Ismiled.

Ntethelelo:"Mindmeaskingwhyyoudon'tget

alongwithyourmother'sfamily?"

Me:"it'sbecauseshehadmewhenshewasyoung

,shemarrieddad.Thatiswhy.Mom'sfamilyisrich

basicallybecauseshecomesfromahomeof

lawyer'sandPoliticians.mydadisfromapoor

background"

Ntethelelo:"it'slove.Thereisnothinganyonecan

do"

Me:"true"

Therewasabitofsilence.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"yes?"

Hebithisbottomliplikehewasthinking.

Ntethelelo:"Wewilltalkwhenwegettowhereiis

takingus."

.



.

*NTETHELELO*

.

.

WegottothehotelandnoIamnotheretohavesex

withher.Irespectherlikethat.WhathasAndiswa

donetome?Ijustfeellikelayingwithherforalong

timewhilelisteningtohertalkaboutanythingandI

justlistentohersoftvoice.Igotoutofthecarand

openedthedoorforherandshethankedme.I

tookherhandandwewalked.Wegottothe

receptionandwegotourkeyandwewalkedtothe

elevator.Shewasn'tpanickinglikeanysealedgirl

wouldgoingtoahotel.Shewaschilledandholding

myhand.Wegotoutandwewenttoourallocated

roomandwegotin.

Me:"Iamnotheretodoanythingwithyou"

Ijustwantedtoclearthatout.

Andiswa:"Iknow.Youwouldn'tgetanyanyway"



Ichuckledwhileshakingmyheadandputthekeys

downandsatonthecouch.

Me:"Comehere"

Shecameandsatonmeandkissedmyforehead.

That'safirstreally.Thensheplayedwithmyhair.

Me:"Andiswa"

Andiswa:"yes?"

Me:"Doyoulikeme?"

Andiswa:"Idon'tlikeyou"

Ifeltapangofdisappointment.Maybesheisgoing

ontrailofhavingaboyfriendwithme.

Andiswa:"Areyousad?"

Shesaidholdingmyfaceandthenshelaughedand

perkedmylips.

Andiswa:"IloveyouNtetheleloandIamcertainof

it."

Iheldherclosetome.

Me:"Iloveyoumore"



Shekeptonplayingwithmyhair.

Andiswa:"Iamscaredthough,ofwhatthefuture

holdsforus.YouaremyfirstboyfriendandIdon't

wannabehurt."

Me:"Iwon'thurtyouintentionallyIpromise."

Shesmiled.

Me:"Andiswawouldyoubarewithmewhenthe

timeisright?"

Andiswa:"barewithwhat?"

Me:"youwillsee"

Shenoddedunsure.Ikissedherlipsandshe

returnedthekiss.Sheisagoodkissernow.I

missedherlipsandhersofthandstouchingme

sendingtinglesallovermybody.Shebrokeit

slowlyandlookedatme.

Me:"Iloveyou"

.

.

*ANDISWA*



.

Wewerelayinginbedhavingsnacks.Justtalking

andIwaslisteningtohimbreathandhisheartbeat

racehonestlyweneededthistoknoweachother

more.Idon'tknowwhattosaywithNtethelelobutI

knowIamfallingdeepwithhimanditscaresmeto

themaximum.Idon'twannaannounceusasyet.

It'sstillprematureandIdon'twannajinxanything

butseeingthismanIhopeGodblessesmewith

morethanjustboyfriendandgirlfriendinthis

.

.
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Ntethelelo:"Areyouhungry?"

Me:"Yes."



Hegotoffthebedandwenttotakethephonethat

isinthehotelandhemadeacallandafterhecame

andsatonthebed.

Me:"Iwantustodoalittlegamejusttoknoweach

othermore.ItshouldbetruthfulandfunIhope."

Hechuckled

Ntethelelo:"Iamin"

Me:"Butfirsthowoldareyou?"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"ifItellyou.Youwouldrunaway"

Me:"Itcan'tbethatbad"

Hechuckled

Ntethelelo:"youdon'taskamanhisage"

Me:"yetyouknowmine"

HehitmylipswithtwofingersandIlaughed

Ntethelelo:"youtalktoomuch"

Me:"(smiling)Iamsupposedtoaskthingsright?

"



Ntethelelo:"Right.Let'sgetinthegame"

Me:"Iwillcatchyou."

Itookoutmyphoneandwenttothevideo.

Me:"Sowhateverissaidhere.Wehavetoliftour

handsup,rightifyouhavedonewhatwassaidthen

youputyourfingerdown."

Herubbedhishandsandhepulledmetositover

him.IwasfacinghimashesmirkedandIshook

myhead.

Ntethelelo:"Ok"

Ipressedplayandthegamestarted.

"Putyourfingerdownifyouhavehadmorethan

onepersoninaday"

Heputhisfingerdown.Igiggledrollingback

Me:"Wow"

Ntethelelo:"Iwasinvarsity"

Me:"Justwow"

Ntethelelo:"Let'scarryon"



Isatupright.

"putyourfingerdownifyouhavehadmorethan

onepartneratthesametime"

Helookedatmethenputhisfingerdownslowly.

"Putyourfingerdownifyouhaveeverbeeninlove

withsomeone"

Webothdidandwelaughed.Thegamewasfun.I

onlyputtwofingersdownandNtetheleloranoutof

fingers.

Me:"Youhavedonesomuch"

Ntethelelo:"Iwasyoungbackthen"

Roomservicecameandhetookthefoodandtipped

theguyandcamewithitandplaceitInfrontofme

anditwasfrieswithseafood.Westartedeating.

Me:"Sohowdidthegirlsfeeloncetheyfound

out...?"

Ntethelelo:"(feedingme)Foundoutwhat?"

Ichewedandswallowed.

Me:"Thatyouaredatingbothofthematthesame



time"

Ntethelelo:"Howwouldyoufeel?"

Hesaidlookingatme.Itookthefryandpoppedit

inhismouth.

Me:"honestlyIamacrybabybutshorttemperedas

well.Idon'tknow.MaybeIwouldcryorkillyou"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Youwouldn'tbeabletokillme."

Me:"Ijustdon'tgetit.Whydidyoudatethebothof

them?"

Ntethelelo:"Ilovethemboth"

Me:"That'snotanexcuseplayingothergirlshearts.

"

Ntethelelo:"WhatifIamnot.ThatIsawsomething

realwiththebothofthem."

Me:"wouldyoumindsharingme?"

Hisfacechanged.

Ntethelelo:"No,Iwillkillthatniggathenyouthen



me"

Me:"yousee?Whatmakesyouthinkwomen

wouldliketoshareaboyfriendorhusband.?Some

maymakeitseemliketheyareokbutdeepdown

theyarehurtingandwishtobetheonlyoneforyou.

Likepolygamyforexample.Whytakeasecond

wifeunlessyourwifedoesn'tcompleteyou"

Ntethelelo:"Whatifshecan'tbarekids?"

Me:"that'swhatSurrogatesarefor.Youare

destroyingyourwifewithoutrealisation.That'swhy

firstwivesarebitter"

Hewassilent.

Ntethelelo:"Howdoyoufeelaboutpolygamy?"

Me:"(eating)Idon'tknowbutonethingIknowis

thatweallhaveoneheartanditcanonlyoccupy

oneperson.Thereisnosuchasyoulovethose

peoplethesame.It'sdifferentbutonewilldominate

theother."

Hewassilentagain.

Ntethelelo:"Ihearyou"



Inodded.

Me:"Openup"

HechuckledandIfedhim.Weateandcarriedon

spendingourdaytogether.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

.

.

AdaywellspentwithAndiswa,Shegetsyou

thinkingattimesandshemakesyoufeelyoungand

belooseagain.Idon'tknowhowtoputit.Ireally

loveherbutthepolygamypartIamnotsure.Ifelt

uneasewithwhatshesaidandItotallyunderstand.

ShouldIcomeclean?Withthebothofthemorwait

andseehowfarthisgoes.MaybeIshouldwaittill

UnathiisoutoftheTrimesterstagethenIcan

discussitwiththebothofthem.AmIpreparedto

looseeitheroneofthemandtheanswerisno.It's

darkoutsideandIparkedtwohousesaway.



Andiswa:"Ireallyenjoyedmyday"

Shekissedmycheek.

Andiswa:"Areyouok?"

Me:"Yeah,justwork"

Iperkedherlips.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Andiswa:"Iloveyoumore"

ShesmiledandIhuggedher.Idon'twannaloose

her.Sheisbringingnewmeaningintomylife.

Andiswa:"Ihavetogo"

ShehoppedoutandwavedbeforewalkingoffandI

stayedtherewatchinghertillshegotinsidethe

house.Itookmyphoneoutofflightmodeand3

missedcallsfromUnathi.Icalledherandshe

answeredonthethirdring.

Unathi:"Baby"

Me:"areyouok?"

Unathi:"Yourbrotherisherewithyoursister"



Theannoyanceinhervoicecan'tbemissed.

Me:"Iamcoming"

Shehangsup.SheknowsdamnwellIhatethatbut

Iwillletitslideandsayit'sherhormones.Istartthe

caranddroveoff.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

IgotinthehouseandifounddadwatchingSkeem

saamandIclosedthedoorlockingandhelookedat

mewithaneyebrowraised.

Me:"Hidad"

Isatnexttohimandsnuggledclose.

Dad:"Youshouldgobath.Idon'twanttosmelllike

yourboyfriend"

Me:"awu"



Dad:"goandbath"

Istoodupdraggingmyfeetandwenttoboilthe

waterinthekitchentobath.IgaveMercyacall

whilewaiting.Sheanswered.

Mercy:"Sistersister"

Me:"Babeshowareyou?Imissyou"

Mercy:"Imissyoutoo.Iwillasksandilethatyou

comethissidesoon"

Me:"Ican'tleavedadalone"

Mercy:"thenweneedtogetdadagirlfriend"

Me:"youwantmeinprisonIsee"

Shelaughed.

Mercy:"thenmarrydadke"

Me:"Ican'tmarrydadhawuheismyfather"

Shegiggled.

Mercy:"spillitknowyou"

Iblushed

Me:"It'sstillearly"



Mercy:"soyouaredating.Wow,whoisit?"

Me:"youdon'tknowhim"

Mercy:"that'sthewholepointofmeasking"

"oneminuteremaining"

Me:"eishmyminutesarerunningout,talklater"

Mercy:"YeyiwenaAndiswacomebackhere!"

ShewasshoutingthroughthephoneandIlaughed

beforehangingupandtookthewatertogoand

bath.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

Lisa:"Mmhumfwethuulambakanje(Mybrother

suffersfromhungerlikethis?)"

Irollmyeyesandclickmytongue.Sheiseatingmy

foodwhilecomplainingherbrothersuffersfrom

hunger.Ididn'tofferthembeverages,theyknow

thekitchenandcandoitthemselvesbesidesthey

invitedthemselveshere.Zamanicomesinthe

loungeafterhewasonthecalloutsideandthedoor

opensandthankGodhewalkedinbecauseIcan't

handlehissiblings.

Ntethelelo:"Nganezikababa(dad'schildren)"

Zamani:",ubungekeusasifica(youwouldhave

missedus)"

Lisa:"ayiuyashadaboh(youcanmarry)"

Sheputtheplatedownandclappedonceherhands.

Irolledmyeyes,sheirritatesme.Ntethelelolooks

atme.

Zamani:"sobonanangeWeekend(wewillseeyou



ontheweekend)"

Ntethelelo:"Sure,letmewalkyouout."

Helookedatme.ThankGodtheyaregoneItook

Lisa'splate.

Me:"nxxtheyeatlikepigs"

IleftitthereandwentupthestairsIgotinour

bedroomandItookoffthegownAndIgotinbed.

Minuteslaterhegotinandwalkedtothebathroom

andclosedthedoorandIheardtheshowersounds.

Iwaswaitingforhimtillafterminuteshegotout

withatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist,Iwas

droolingoverhim.Heworeboxersandgotinbed

andturnedtheotherway.Distancebetweenour

bodies.Igotclosertohim,Iwanthimtoholdme

likehedoeseverynight.

Ntethelelo:"Unathisleep"

Me:"butIcan'tsleep,holdme"

HeclickedhistongueandIkeptquiet,washemad

atme?Forwhatthough?

.



.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

backatworkandbacktomyduties.Iamgladdad

gotadayoffandsoitmeansmylunchisalso

lovelymadewithlove.Verysoonitwillbe

Valentine's,justafewdaysleftandIcan'twaitto

seewhatnotedadwillwritethistime.Honestly

withhimIdon'tneedamanbutatthesametime.

Hecan'ttouchmethewayNtethelelodoesright?

Makemefeelthatdifferentlove.Ijustclockedin

andIwascleaningmysectionwhensomeone

clearedtheirthroatanditwasTristan.

Me:"MrBrown.HowmayIhelpyou?"

Tristan:"whenyouaredonepleasemeetmeinmy

office"

Inoddedandhewalkedaway.Icarriedonwithmy

workdutiesandsoonafterIwasdone.Imademy

waytohisofficeandIknockedandacomeinwas



shoutedbeforeIgotinandheliftedhisheadfrom

thebooksinfrontofhim.

Tristan:"pleasebeseated"

Isatinfrontofhim.

Me:"isthereanythingwrong?"

Tristan:"Iwantedtoaskyouthat"

Ikeptquiet.

Tristan:"DidIdosomethingwrong?"

Me:",No"

Tristan:"Whathappened?"

Yourmotherthreatenedme.

Me:"Nothing."

Helooksatmeandsighs.

Tristan:"Ok,Iwaswonderingifyouwouldliketo

havealazySaturdaywithmeandAmber?"

Me:"IwouldlovetobutIwillspeaktomyfather

first"

Hesmiled.



Tristan:"sure"

Inoddedbeforewalkingoutandwenttosearchfor

Fifi.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Beingpissedwouldn'tdescribehowIamfeeling,I

amangrybutmostofalldisappointedtowards

Unathi,howcanshedothistoherin-laws.Your

husband'sfamily,ourfamilyIshouldsay.IthinkI

spoilhertoomuchthat'swhysheislikethis.Iwas

workingfromhometoday,Idon'twanttogo

anywheresohereIaminmystudy.Myphonerings

andIt'sAndiswaandIsmile,Ianswer.

Me:"Sugarplum"

Andiswa:"Yousoundgay"

Me:"it'ssupposedtomakeyoublush"

Andiswa:"wellitdidn't"



Iknowsheisblushing.

Me:",Iknowyouare"

Shegiggled

Andiswa:",Howareyouthismorning?"

Me:"tired"

Andiswa:"Youworkalot,haveyoueverhada

massagebefore?"

Iturnedmychairaroundandlookedouttheview

behindme.

Me:"Idon'twantstrangerstouchingmybody"

Shelaughed

Andiswa:"soDramaticMbulazi"

Ismiled

Me:"Andiswa"

Andiswa:"yes"

Me:"Iloveyou.Ireallydoandsometimesitscares

mehowmuchIloveyou"

Thereissilence



Andiswa:"Ntethelelo"

Me:"Iwantyoutomeetmyolderbrother"

Andiswa:"toosoontomeetfamily,wehaven't

finishedamonth"

Me:"Iwilltellyouwhen,please"

Andiswa:"wewillsee"

Me:"Iwillsendlunch"

Andiswa:"Don't.Daddymadeoneforme"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Daddiesgirl"

Andiswa:"yep"

Me:"Ican'twaittoseeyouwobble"

Andiswa:"wobble?"

Ichuckled.

Andiswa:"EishIhavetogo.Callyoulater

sweetness"

IchuckledbeforeIhangup.Ismile,shehasthat

mucheffectonme.ThedooropensandUnathi



bargesin.IforgotIwasmadatthisonefora

second.

Unathi:"IwasatthemallandwhileIwasswipping

forshoesthecardwasdeclined.Whatisgoingon

Ntethelelo?!Ungibukisenabantu(you

embarrassedme)"

Me:"sitdown"

Unathi:"don'ttellmetositdown!Unlockthedamn

card!"

Me:"it'smymoney"

Unathi:"youmeanourmoney"

Ilookedather

Me:"Doyouwork?Doyouwakeupeverydayand

sweatyourassoffforourMoney?"

Unathi:",,it'syourdutyasahusbandtotakecareof

me"

Me:"youmeanspoilyou,Ihaveletthingsslidefor

thesakeofthatIloveyoubutnowit'sgettingoutof

handandthewayyoutreatmyfamily.."



Ikeepquiet.

Me:"yourallowancewilldecreasebyR10000"

Unathi:"TheFuckNtethelelo!YoumeanIwillget

R5000permonth?"

Me:"maybeyouwilllearnsomething"

Unathi:"Ineedtomaintainthis"

Me:"andbillsneedtobepaid"

Unathi:"fuckyouok!JustfuckyouNtethelelo!"

Me:"IwouldwatchmymouthifIwereyoubecause

thatR5000canbedowntonothingandthatring

(pointingatit)willbeonsomeoneelse'sfinger."

Icarriedonwithmywork

Unathi:"areyoucheatingonme?"

Me:"HowcanIcheatonyouwhenIalwayssleep

nexttoyouatnightholdingyouandIamalways

withyou?"

Shewassilent

Unathi:"babyIamsorry"



Me:"getoutUnathiIneedmyspace"

Shecamebymyside.

Unathi:"pleasebaby"

Igotupfrommychairandpushedheraside,Itook

mycarkeys.

Me:"Iamgoingtoworkabit"

IwalkedoutofthestudyandIwenttomycarandI

gotinanddroveoff,thisisnotthefirsttimeI

decreasedherallowance.SheusedtogetR30000

permonthandontopofthatmyblackcardnow

sheneedstolearn.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

Ntetheleloarrivedhereearlierandhelookedangry

whenhewenttohisoffice.IhadlunchwithFifiand

thenbacktoworkwewent.Peoplehaveknocked



offandIamalwaysthelastcleanertoleavefor

somereason.AfterIwasdonewithmycleaningI

wenttochangeandthentookmybagandIwalked

toNtethelelo'soffice,Ihavetosaygoodbye.I

knockedandacomeinwasshoutedandIopened

thedoorandhewasfocusedonwhathewasdoing.

Me:"Icametosaygoodbye"

Heliftedhisheadhesighed.

Ntethelelo:"comehere"

Iclosethedoorlockingitandwalkedtowardshim,I

can'triskusbeingwalkedin.Heplacedmeonhis

lapandkissedmyneck.

Me:"areyouok?"

Ntethelelo:"justworkstress"

Ikissedhisforehead.

Me:"youwillbeokMbulazi"

IgotupfromhimandputmybagonthedeskandI

wentbehindhimandstartedmassaginghim.

Me:"Youneedawarmbath,nicehomecooked



mealandbeingtakencareoffandgoodrestthen

youwillbefine.

Hehadhiseyesclosed.

Ntethelelo:"(groaning)withyounexttome"

Me:"Idon'tknowifthatwillhelp"

Ntethelelo:"wouldyouleavewithme?Ineedyou

tonight"

Iswallowedwhilemassaginghim.

Me:"Ihaveneversleptoutbefore.Idon'tknow.

Ntethelelo:"please,ifIhavetobepunchedbyyour

fatherfortonightIwilldothat"

Ilaughed.

M:"wewillsee"

Isaidashecarriedongroaning.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IwaitedforNtethelelotofinishuphisworkandthen

wewalkedoutheopenedthedoorformeandIgot

inandthankedhimandhewenttohissideandgot

inbeforehedroveoff.Iwasnervous.Whatwilldad

?Ihaveneverbroughtamanhomeandintroduced

himasmyboyfriend.Willheagreetothis?Iknow

momwouldhavehadafit.Innotimewewerein

MamelodiandIbreathedout.

Ntethelelo:"Youok?"

Me:"Justnervous"

Ntethelelo:"Ishouldbetheonewhoisnervous,I

mightgetapunchtonight"

Ilaughed.

Ntethelelo:"Youarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou,let'sgetthisdone"



WegotoutofthecarandIdidalittleprayerandI

walkedinside.IknockedbeforegettinginandIsaw

AuntyJabulilewithdad.Thingshavegottenworse

butIruntohugherandshelaughs

Me:"youandKhuluzaarewrong,youdon't

announceyouarecoming"

Jabulile:"IamleavingnextweekNanadon'tworry."

Iwenttodadandwehugged.

Dad:"howwaswork?"

Me:"itwasgood,uhmdad"

Helookedatme.

Me:"Uhmsohereisthethingdon'tshoutplease"

Dad:"haveIevershouted.?"

Nohehasnever

Me:"No"

Jabulile:"(laughing)it'saboyright?"

Myheartwasbeatingfast.

Me:"eishyahKonakulapho(yeahit'sthat)"



Herlaughingmadethingseasebutdad's

expressionlessfacewasmakingmenervous.

Dad:"Iwanttoseehim"

Me:"oh"

HelookedbacktothetvandIwalkedoutwithaunty

Jabulilelaughing.IgottoNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"youlookdrained"

Me:"hewantstoseeyou"

Ntethelelo:"that'sexpected."

Me:"whatifhepunchesyou?"

Ntethelelo:"it'sworththerisk."

Hekissedmyforehead

Ntethelelo:"let'sgo"

Ibreathedoutbeforewewalkedinsideandthen

dadlookedatusandswitchedoffthetv.

Dad:"Jabulile"

Shecameintheroomrunning.

Me:"Awubaba"



Hesignaledformetoshutup.

Ntethelelo:"Sanibonani"

Jabulile:"wayidlalaMntakaBhutiintsizwaphelaleh

(welldonemybrother'schild.Heishandsome)"

Me:"Aunty!"

Ntetheleloblushed.

Dad:"Uwubani?(Whoareyou?)"

Me:"uhmdadandJabulilethisisNtethelelo......."

Heinterruptedme.

Dad:"hecanspeakforhimselfIpresume.

Ntethelelo:"rightsir."

Dadlookedathim.Ntethelelolookedatmebefore

clearinghisthroat.Mindyouwewerestillstanding..

Ntethelelo:"IamNtetheleloKhumaloMrBhengu"

Dad:"sitdown"

Weallsatdown.Itwassilent.Thetvwasoff.

Jabulilewouldmakecommentshereandthere.

Dad:"whatdoyouwantfrommydaughter?"



Ntethelelo:"herlove,hersupportandmostofall

maybeawifeifit'sallowed"

Iblushed.Ntethelelohasneversaidthattome

before.

Jabulile:"awusebomvu(youaresored)"

Sheclappedherhandsgiggling.Iswearsheisa

child.

Dad:"ngiyakuzwa,manjeniyajola?(Ihearyou,now

youaredating?)"

Ofcause.Dadwantsustosweat.

Ntethelelo:"Chaasijoli,siyathandana(noweare

notdating,weareinlove)"

Dadlooksatme.

Dad:"whyareyouquiet?"

Me:"IthoughtyousaidIshouldbequiet"

Dad:"it'sjustthatyoutalktoomuchattimes"

Theylaughatme.

Dad:"soaskwhatyouwanttoask"



Me:"canIleavewithhim.IpromiseIwillbeback

tomorrow"

HeturnedandlookedatNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"Ipromiseshewillbesafe"

Dad:.Gopack"

Ijumpedonhimandkissedhimallover.

Me:"Iloveyou,Iloveyou"

Dad:"Itrustyou"

Ikissedhischeek.

Me:"letmegobeforeyouchangeyourmind"

IrantomyroomandtookoutasmallbagandIput

inclothesfortomorrowandpyjamasandmygown

ofcauseandcosmeticsandIwasdoneandI

walkedoutandtheyweretalking.Ntethelelostood

upwhenhesawme.

Dad:"KhumaloIdon'twantmydaughterpregnant"

Me:"dad!"

Jabulile:"bazokunyobaVandag(theywillgiveitto



youtoday)"

Me:"canweleave?"

Ntethelelo:"shewon't.ThankyouMrBhenguitwas

nicemeetingyou"

Dad:"nicemeetingyou"

Theywalkedusoutandweloadedmybaginand

wegotinandlookedateachotherbeforewe

laughedandbuckledup.

Ntethelelo:"thatwasinteresting"

Me:"myfamilyiscrazy,don'tmindthem"

Ntethelelo:"theyarenice."

Me:"yeahbutyoudon'twannameetKhuluza,that

one"

Ntethelelo:"Iwanttomeethernow."

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

.

.

*UNATHI*



Ntethelelojustsentamessagethathewon'tbe

hometonight,hestillneedshisspace.Ihavebeen

sittinginfrontofthetvwithicecreamandwine

whilewatchingkeepingupwiththeKardashians.I

didn'tmeantopushhimbutIcan'tfakeloving

someone.Ijustcan't,thedooropenedandI

expectedhimtowalkinbutmomandQamowalked

inandIjustcried.

Mom:"Ohmygoodnessmybaby"

Qamo:"youaredrinkingwhilepregnant?"

Me:"leavemealone"

Wedon'tseeeyetoeyeattimes.Momhugsmeand

Icryonherchest.

Me:"hecutmyallowancetoR5000mommy.His

siblingswerehereandyouknowIdon'tlikethem"

Qamo:"GoodoneNtetheleloyouneedtolearn"

Mom:"Qamukile!"

Sheclickedhertongue.



Qamo:"Youanddad.Spoilhertoomuch."

Mom:"Sheisourbaby"

Qamo:"Ntethelelohastodealwithherspoiltbrat

attitudebecauseofyou,sheislazyasfuckandyou

installedthismentalitythateverythingrevolves

aroundher."

Mom:"that'senough."

Shewalkedtothekitchen.

Mom:"don'tcrymybaby,youcan'ttoleratepeople

whodon'ttreatyouwell"

Me:"rightmom,Iwanthim"

Mom:"youarehiswife.Hewillbeback"

Icriedasshebrushedmyback.

Mom:"Givehimspace"

Inodded.Ishouldgivehimabitofspace.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



.

.

"Whatareyouon?,

Whatareyouupto?,I'minmybedearly

Iamthinkaboutyou

Whereareyougoin',

Whogotyoulateatnight?I'minmybedearly

Somethin'don'tfeelright

Wecouldbeboo'dup

Youandme

Weekendfantasy

DrinkingHennessy

Tillinfinity

Soyoucomefillmeup

I'llpretendit'slove

Ican'tgetenough(oh)

[Chorus]



Ifyouwannacomeover

Wannacomeover

Wecanbeonsosomethin'

Wecanjusdonothin'

Ifyouwannacomeover,wannacomeover

Wannacomeover

Justhitmyphoneup"

Iwassingingthatsongwhilepreparingameal.I

don'tknowwhenwasthelasttimeIactuallycooked.

IhopeittastesgoodjustlikehowIremember,We

areinNtethelelo'sapartmentandbeforewecame

hereweboughtsomeingredientstocookwith.He

justwentoutandsaidhewillbebackabit.My

phonerangandthemusicstoppedandIwipedmy

handswhilethebeefwasheatingupanditwas

Mercy.

Me:"Mngoh"

Mercy:"Mngohyouranawayfrommethelasttime

"



IlaughedandNtethelelowalkedin.

Me:"BabesIhavetocomedownthereit'snota

phonematter."

Mercy:"AndiswaBhenguIswearifyouhangupI

amgoingtokillyou!!"

SheshoutedandIlaughed.

Me:"talklaterfriendship"

Ihungupwithherscreaming.Igiggled.

Ntethelelo:"whoismakingyougigglebesideme?"

Heholdsmefrombehind.

Me:"it'smyfriendsheiscrazy"

HekissedmyneckasIstiredthepot.

Ntethelelo:"smellsgood.Ican'twait"

Me:"Ihavefreshenedup,Gofreshenupbeforethe

watergetscold."

Hekissesmycheek.

Ntethelelo:"OkMamuKhumalo"

Ismiledandshookmyheadandhewalkedoffthen



turnedtomeandwinkedandIlaughedbeforehe

disappeared.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*NTETHELELO*

WhenwasthelasttimeIfeltsorelaxed.Idon't

remember,IthinkitwasbackwhenIwasa

teenagerandusedtovisithomealot.Ruralareas

arerelaxingandthat'soneofthereasonswhymy

fatherlovesUmzimkhulu.Ijustfinishedshowering

andIgotdressedinsweatpantsandat-shirt.You

mustbewonderingabouttheapartment,Igotit



whenIstartedvarsityandhasn'tbeenoccupied

sinceImarriedUnathiandIamgladIdidn'tsellit.I

walkedoutofthebedroomandIfoundAndiswa

dishingup,thewarmthnesscomingfromthe

kitchenmakingthewholeapartmentwarmmakes

mefallforhermoreasshemovesherselfaround

thekitchenlikesheisanatural.Isneakupbehind

herandkissherneckandshegiggled.

Andiswa:"NownowMntungwa,sitdownsoyou

caneatthenafteryouwillgetamassageandthen

wesleep"

Me:"WhatdidIdotodeserveyou?"

Shesmiled.That'saquestionformyselfandGodas

well.SheamazesmeEverytime.Isitdownonthe

highchairandshehandsthefoodovertomeand

shesitsnexttomeandshecloseshereyeswhileI

watchher.

Andiswa:"blesstheprovideroffthisfood,the

manufacturers,theonewhoboughtitandtheone

whomadeit.Blessthosewhodon'thaveaswellin

thenameofJesusChristAmen"



Me:"Amen"

Foreignwordstomylips.Athomewedon't

practiceChristianity,weacknowledgeGodbutour

ancestorsarerecognised.Wedobelievethatthere

isahigherforceaboveourancestorssothisisall

newtome.

Andiswa:"What'sthematter?"

Me:"Nothing,justthatIdon'tusuallypray"

Shegiggled.

Andiswa:"It'sok,wehavedifferentbeliefs.Youare

Nazareth?"

Me:"Mawubhekangifanelwaushembe?(Whenyou

lookatmeIamsuitedtobeaNazareth?)"

ShegiggledasIbrushmyself.

Andiswa:"NoMntungwanotinabadwayand

Nazarethsarenotbad"

Me:"Ididn'tsaytheyare"

Andiswa:"okwhatdoyoubelievein?"

Me:"Iamatraditionalman"



Sheplayedwithmycheek.Seeshetreatsmein

wayIdon'tunderstand.

Andiswa:"YoudolooklikeoneMntungwa"

ShegiggledandichuckledthenItookmyspoon

andstartedeating.Iclosedmyeyes,Iswearthisis

whatIneeded.Iopenedmyeyesandchewedthe

foodandshewaslookingatme.

Andiswa:"isitbad?"

Iswallowedanddrankwaterandsheseemstobe

panickingbutIperkedherlips.

Me:"It'sperfect,thankyou"

Shesmiled.

Andiswa:"Don'tgetusedtoit.Ihavelazydays"

Ichuckled

Me:"Youcan'tbeworsethanUnathi"

Shit!Iclosedmyeyes.

Andiswa:"yoursister?"

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedather.



Me:"uhmLisawouldloveyou"

Andiswa:"whoisLisa?"

Me:"Mysister.Ihave3sistershernameis

Yanelisokuhle"

Andiswa:"Ilovehername."

Wecarriedoneating.Iwaslookingather,ifItellher

itwouldbreakherheartbutsoonerorlaterthetruth

willhavetocomeout.Notnowthough.

Andiswa:"Areyousureyouareok?"

Me:"iamSugarplum"

IkissedherlipsandlookedherIntheeyes.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Andiswa:"IloveyoutooMbulazi"

Ihuggedher.Thisistough,herarmshuggedme

back.

.

.

*MERCY*



.

.

IgotoffthecarassoonasheparkedandIwalked

insidethehousewithhimshoutingaftermebuti

washearingnonofit.

Sandile:"Mercy"

Me:"Sandileyouwanttogetuskilled?Whatifwe

camebackwithYolandaandshegotshot?"

Sandile:"Iwouldn'thaveletithappen"

Me:"whoarethosepeople?Whatdotheywant

fromus,youevenownagunthatIdidn'tknowoff.

Aren'tyou bossofafinancialcompany"

Sandile:"Iambaby"

Me:"Explain"

Hisphonerangandhelookedatme.

Sandile:"Ihavetogobaby,Iwillsendpeopleto

comeguardthehouse"

Me:"Ifyouwalkoutthatdoorsandilehellwillbreak

loose"



Sandile:"Iloveyou"

Heperkedmylipsandrushedout.

Me:"Sandile!SandileZuma!"

IthrewmybagonthefloorandIwentdownthe

flooraswellcrying.Whatishehiding?

.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

Oneofmanyfingers,oneofmanytoes.Oneoftwo

armsintertwiningandonebeatingheart.Myhead

wasonhischestlisteningtohisdrummingheart

,thereissilenceandthoughtsstarttocreepout.

Hisbreathingisslowandsoasminebutthecloser

wearetogethercreateanamazingwarmthness.He

playswithmyfingersandkissesthemwhilethey

lookreallysmallonhisbigmanlyhands.Hishands

areroughandminearesoftbuttheyseemtoblend

well.



Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Ifacehimandheperkedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"Thankyouforthis"

Ismileathimandlistentohisheartbeatslowly.

"Youdon'tknowbabe

Whenyouholdme,

andkissmeslowly,It'sthesweetestthing

,anditdon'tchange

IfIhaditmyway,you'dknowthatyouare

You'rethecoffeethatIneedinthemorning

You'remysunshineintherainwhenit'spouring

Won'tgiveyourselftome

Giveitall,Ijustwannasee

Ijustwannaseehow,beautifulyouare

YouknowthatIseeit,Iknowyou'restar

WhereyougoIfollow,nomatterhowfar

Iflifeismovie,knowyou'rethebestpart....."



Thespeakerwasplayingthatsongfrommyphone.

IconnecteditwhileIwasmassaginghim.It'sa

moodsetteratthemoment.Isnugglecloserto

Ntetheleloandheholdsmeandkissesmyforehead.

"isitsunrise,andthosebrowneyes(yes)

You'retheonethatIdesire

Whenwewakeup,andthenwemakeup

Itmakesmefeelsonice.

You'remywaterwhenI'mstuckinthedesert

You'rethetabletthatItakewhenmyheadhurts

You'rethesunshineonmylife...."

Itspeakssomuch,maybeIamreadingintothings

ormaybeit'sthemomentbutIloveNtetheleloandI

amsureofit.Iamnotscared.Ilookathimandhe

isasleep.WouldIgothroughthisroadcalledlove

withhim?Theanswerisyes.AmIpreparedtogo

throughstormswithhim?Andit'sayes.AmI

preparedtoloosehim?TrickyonebutIknowIdon't

wantthattohappen.Ikisshischest.

Me:"IloveyouMbulazi"



Iclosemyeyesaswellwhilelisteningtohisheart

beat

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Thealarmwokemeup,thewayitwasringing

irritatedme,Iwasstillincomfortablesleepbuta

girlhasgottoworkforthegoodlife.Itriedtogetoff

thebedbutsomethingwasholdingmeback.I

movedmyhandsanditwasmanlyarms.Ialmost

screamedbutmyblurryvisionbecameclearandI

sawIwasn'thome.IhitNtethelelo'sarmsabit.He

groansinhissleep.

Me:"Ineedtowakeup."

Hepullsmemoretohimandheburiedmemorein



hisarms.

Me:"NtetheleloKhumalo!"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswayiniubangaumsindoindoda

ilelekahle(Andiswawhyareyoumakingnoise

whenamanishavingsomegoodsleep)"

Me:"wellthisgirlhasgottogotoworkherassoff

forherlife"

Ntethelelo:"Youareirritatingyouknow"

Me:"awusorryyourwomanistheindependent

type"

Mindyouwewerespeakinglikethisandhestillhad

hiseyesclosed.

Ntethelelo:"Icantakecareofherindependentbutt

"

Hespankedme,Ishreekedandhechuckledinhis

huskydeepvoicedamnit'ssexy.

Me:",Iwanttogo,youaremakingmelazy."

Ntethelelo:"Iwilldoubleyoursalarythismonthif

yousleep."



IgetpaidR4000sohewilldoublethat.Means

R8000.

Me:"noNtethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"IwilltripleitAndiswa,Iwillsenditeven

today"

Istoppedsquirmingsametime.

Me:"12SgodonicedoingbusinesswithyouMr

Khumalo"

Heturnedmearoundandopenedhiseyesslowly

andkissedmyforeheadlaughing.

Ntethelelo:"Youareagolddiggermywoman"

Me:"Amnot,Ijustwanttodomyhairandbuy

somegoodies"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"canwesleepnow?"

Me:"whataboutTristan?"

Heraisedhisbrow.

Ntethelelo:"WewilltakeyoutotheDrtogetaDrs



noteandputyouonfamilyplan"

Me:"Why,acondomcanworkwhenwedothe

deed"

Hesmiled.

Ntethelelo:"youaresocuteallinnocentyetwild.I

wanttohititrawbaby.Wehavetotestaswell"

Me:"ok,butwhyrawreally?"

Hegavemeadirtysmirk

Ntethelelo:"Haven'tyouheardbeforebaby?That

icondombabyifananemanagersomakungekho

imanangeremsebenzinikunjani?...(Acondomis

likeamanager,whenthereisnomanageratwork

it'swhat?)"

Me:"ohit'snicewhenthereisnomanageratwork"

HepullsmetohimandIfeelhisthing.

Ntethelelo:"therewego"

Me:"Mbulaziispokingme"

Ntethelelo:"Naminghimalready"



Me:"let'ssleep.Youaremakingbreakfast"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Ok",

Hekissedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouMaBhengu"

Heyawnedbeforehewasbacktosleepagain.I

stillhadlittlesleepbutIlookedathimforsometi!e

beforeIpassedoutaswell.

.

.

.

*MERCY*

.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningandhissidewasneatand

itlookslikeIsleptalone.AsIwasgettingoutofbed

hegotoutofthebathroomwearingasuitandI

lookedathim.



Sandile:"Ihavetorushbaby"

IkeptquietwhileImadethebedandhesighed.He

heldmefrombehindandIremovedmyself.

Sandile:"Iamsorryaboutyesterday"

Me:"Doyoudealwithillegalstuff?"

Heclearshisthroat

Sandile:"noitwasaclientmisunderstanding"

IchuckledcauseIknowheislying.

Me:"Ok.aren'tyougonnaeat?"

Sandile:"NoIwilleatatworkvisitme.

Me:"Iwill"

Heperkedmylips.

Me:"Ihaven'tfreshenedup."

Sandile:"Idon'tcare.Howisschool?"

Me:"Good."

Helookedathiswatch.

Sandile:"Ihavetogobaby"



Hekissedmeagainandrushedout.Isighedand

satonthebed.WhyisSandilelyingtome?Iamhis

wifeheshouldn'tbedoingthat.

.

.

*UNATHI*

.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningandnowordfrom

Ntethelelo.Iamworried,yeshedidtextmelast

nightandwhenIcalledhisphonewasoff.Isighed

andtherewasaknockandmompeakedherheadin

whensheopenedthedoor.

Mom:"Babyareyousick?"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Imisshimmom"

Icriedandshehuggedme.

Mom:"it'sokbaby,whenhecomesback.Fixthings

ok?"



Me:"ok,weareleavingthisweekend"

Mom:"tothebhududu's?"

Me:"yes"

Mom:"wehavetogetinsectrepellentspraysfor

you.OhmyGodwhydidyoumarryinsucha

background"

Me:"theyarejustassuccessfulasyouguys"

Mom:"butwedon'tliveintherural"

Me:"arghIhateit.WaituntilMotherinlawandthe

auntsordermearound"

Mom:"youcallmeiftheydothatandyouare

pregnantnowsoyouneedtorest"

Ismiledandrubbedmystomach.

Me:"Ican'twaitforourbaby"

Mom:"itwillbethemostspoiltandbeautifulbaby

ever"

Ismiled.Ilovemymotherandappreciateher

supportverymuch.



.

.

*ANDISWA*

.

.

Iwassowarmbutmyphonewantedtodisturbthis

amazingsleep.Igroanedandlookedbesideme

andTherewasablanketoverusmakinguswarmer.

Idon'trememberushavingthatanditseemedlike

itwasraining.Itookmyphoneanditwasdad.I

cleared!ythroatbeforeanswering.

Me:"Daddy"

Dad:"howismyangel?"

Warm,sleepy,inarainyenvironment.

Me:"Iamgoodhowareyoudad?"

Dad:"goodjustcheckingifyouarenotpregnant"

Me:"Dadit'snotfunnyandforyourinfoIhaven't

doneanything"



Dad:"Good.Willyoucomebacktoday?"

IlookedatNtetheleloandthetimeandit'salmost

12o'clock.

Me:"IwillseebutifIdon'tcomeIloveyousomuch

"

Dad:"Mxm"

Ichuckled.

Dad:"oksleepmybaby"

Me:"Howdoyou......"

Dad:"Iamyourfather"

Me:"right....okIloveyoudad"

Dad:"Iloveyoumyangel"

IhungupandlookedatNtethelelo,yohhemustbe

tiredtosleepthislong.MysleepwasnowgonesoI

carefullygotoutofthebedandImademywayto

thebathroomafterItookmycosmetics.Iclosed

thedoorandItookashower.AfteroneIgotoutand

IwrappedatowelaroundmeandIwalkedoutand

wenttothebedroom.IworemyunderwearandI



lotioned.

"Youknowyoucanjustdropthetowel.Iamyour

manafterall"

Me:"pervert"

Hechuckledwhilerubbinghiseyeslikeakid.So

cute

Me:"ncooh"

Hefrownedandgotoffthebed.

Ntethelelo:"YouareWeird"

Iwentonmytoesandheperkedmylipsbefore

goingout.IgotinmypyjamasbecauseIdidn't

haveanythingelseeitherthanwhatIwore

yesterdayandwhatwassupposedtobefortoday.

Igotinbedafter

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

IwasstillinbedbutIwenttobathandafterIjust

gotinbed.MomdidbringfoodformetoeatasIam

eatingfortwonow.IcalledLondieandZamaand

theycameandtheyarecomfortingmethroughthis.

Zama:"SorryNana"

Me:"Hehasn'tcalledyet"

Londie:"That'sunlikeNtethelelo,heworshipsthe

groundyouwalkon"



Zama:"Thereisatimewhenaman'seffortsaren't

appreciate"

Me:"Uqondeningalokho?(whatdoyoumeanby

that?)"

Zama:"Iwasjustthinkingoutloud."

Londie:"Keepyourthoughtstoyourself"

Zama:"Yhook"

Sheraisedherhandsup.MyphonerangandItook

itandit'sNtethelelo.IsatupandIanswered.

Me:"Baby"

Ntethelelo:"Unathi"

Me:"Whenareyoucomingback?"

Ntethelelo:"TomorrowIpromise"

Me:"Areyoucheatingonme?"

Ntethelelo:"WewilltalkwhenIgetbackhome"

Me:"UnganginyanyisiNtethelelo!(Don'tirritateme

Ntethelelo!)"

Ntethelelo:"whyareyoushouting?"



Me:"becauseyouarenotcominghomeandyou

arenotansweringme."

Ntethelelo:"wewilltalktomorrowUnathiandthat's

final"

HehunguponmeandIscreamedinfrustration

andthrewmyphoneacrosstheroomandithitthe

wall

Zama:"calmdown."

Londie:"Haibocalmdownforwhat?"

Zama:"sheispregnantandshouldthinkofthe

baby"

Londieclickedhertongue.Icriedandshehugged

me.

Zama:"calmdownfriend."

.

.

*ANDISWA*



AfterNtethelelohadmadebreakfastforus.Itwas

scrumptiousIshouldsay,Iwashedthedisheswhile

hewentouttobuysomesnackssinceit'sraining.I

wascookingsinceIamboredandIhavealready

selectedthemovieswewillwatch.Icalleddadbut

itwenttovoicemail,Iguessheisstillworking.

NtethelelowalkedinbangingthedoorandIlooked

athimandheplacedtheplasticfullofsnackson

thecounter.

Ntethelelo:"it'swarminhere"

Me:"Iamcooking"

Hesmiledandstoodbehindmebeforeopeningthe

potandpeaking.

Ntethelelo:"Icangetusedtothis"

Me:"Therearestepstofollowtohavingthis"

Ntethelelo:"AndIwillfollowthem.Wewillhaveto

gotomorrowtotheDr,Ialreadybooked"

Me:"Thankyou"

Iturnedtofacehimandhisdimplesappeared.I

wishtoseetheparentsbehindthisbeautyinfrontof



me.

Ntethelelo:"Whatareyouthinkingoff?"

Me:"Howyourparentslooklike?"

Ntethelelo:"Likeme"

Igiggledandheturnedoffthestove.

Ntethelelo:"Iwonderhowyourmotherlookslike"

Me:"Likeme"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Shewasbeautifulthen"

Iblushedandheheldmyfacebeforeourlips

collidedandwesharedakiss.EverytimeNtethelelo

andIshareakissitslikethefirsttimehishands

touchingme.Hepicksmeupandwalkedtothe

bedroomandhegetsinandplacesmeonthebed

andbreaksthekissfrommylipsandgoesdownto

myneckwhilemybreathinghinched.Hiscold

handswentundermytopandhesqueezedmy

boobsandImoaned.Theysentshiversdownmy

spineastheywe'recoldandbecamewarmbyjust

touchingmeordidIadjusttothewarmthness.No



manhasevertouchedmelikethisbutIloveit.He

slipshishandintomywetunderwearandherubs

onmyclitandImoanandhekissesmylips,the

pleasurefromthiscircularmotionisdoingthingsto

me.Heleavesmylipsandgoestomyneckandhe

removesmypantswhilecirculatingonmyclitand

soonhisheadisburieddownthere.Hiswarm

tonguepressesonmyclitandgoestomyVirgina

andIsquirmabitbecauseit'satadsorebut

pleasurablewhenhistonguewentandout.Iheld

onthesheetsandopenedmylegsforhimwider

andImaonedtothisforeignpleasure.Anurgeto

peecameandIremovedhisheadwhilepantinglike

adogandhelookedatme.

Me:"Ineedthebathroom"

Hewentbackdownandhistonguewasatitagain

,lickingandthrustinginme.Theurgecameback

morethanbefore.

Me:"(moaning)Ntethelelo"

Heliftedhisheadabitandspoke.

Ntethelelo:"letitgobaby"



HewentbacktohisthingandIheldonhisheadas

mybodyshookandIletgoofwhatitwas.My

breathingwastryingtosubside.Hegotupandwent

tothebathroomandcamebackwithatowelandhe

wipedmeandkissedmyforehead.

Me:"whatwasthat?"

Ntethelelo:"Thatwasyourfirstorgasmbaby"

Me:"it'spartofsex?"

Ntethelelo:"foreplay"

Me:"Foreplayis?"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"youlooksocute,comelayonmychest

soIcantellyou."

Ilaidonhischestandheplayedwithmyfingers.

Ntethelelo:"Foreplayhas4thingsBabytheydon't

involvepenetration"

Me:"ohwhatwejustdid"

Henodded.



Ntethelelo:"Iwillteachyoumorenexttime"

Me:"Iwouldlovethat."

Iwasgettingsleepy.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyouMbulazi"

Hisheartbeatwasmakingmedrowsy.

.

.

*MERCY*

YolandaisatHergrandparents,myinlaws.Iwon't

lie,theyarelovelypeoplebuttherearesomerotten

eggshereandthere.Iamjustgladmybabydidn't

witnesswhathappenedyesterday.Ilookedatthe

timeandit'sperfecttimetogotohisworkplace.

WellSandileandImet3yearsago.ThattimeIwas

inhighschoolmylastyear,theyearwelostMom

aswell(Andiswa'smother)theyearIhadmyangel

.ItwasNewyearsanditwashappeninginSoweto



soMeandAndiswataggedtogohaveahype.She

wasn'tsurehencesheleftearlybecauseofabad

feelingshehad.SoDadfetchedherthenhecame

inthePlacewithhisfriends.Theyallseemedto

havepartnersbutnothim.Hewas25thattime.He

wastheyoungestandhisbrotherwas

Kwandokuhle.Ihadmyeyesonhimonlyandhis

friendswerehotaswellbutheseemedavailable

,withmyfriendsdrinkinghecameandofferedto

payforourdrinksifhewouldleavewithme.Iwas

charmedandduhIleftwithhim,itwassupposedto

beaonenightstandthatturnedintomebeinga

motherandhimafather.Myparentswereangry

andIhadtosearchforhimuntilIfoundhimand

toldhimIampregnant,myparentsdisownedme

thattimebecauseIwasashame.Andiswa

supportedmeandsoasherparents.Sandilesaid

hewilltakecareofthebabyandfoundusaplaceto

live,hewasaninvolvedbabydaddyandboomwe

fellforeachotherastimewentby,toomuchhe

marriedmethefollowingyear.HereIam.

Iworemyblackoffshoulderdressandwhite



sandalsandtiedmyweaveintoabunandItookmy

bagandcarkeys.IwentdownthestairsandIgotto

mycarandIdroveoutofLaLuciaanddroveto

UmhlangawhereoneofSandile'scompaniesis

based.Ialwayslovehisofficecauseyoucansee

theoceanview.IgotthereandIparkedbefore

gettingoutIfixedmyselfandIgotoutofmyG-

Wagon.IsawhercarandIchuckledabitpissedoff

andIwalkedinsidethereceptionistgreeted.

Her:"MrsZuma"

Me:"Hi"

IwenttotheElevatoranpressedhisfloorandit

wentup.ItpingedandIgotoutandwentstraightto

hisofficeandIknocked.HisPAsattheresilently.I

gotinafterknockingtwiceandshegavemea

connivingsmile.

Pearl:"Mercy"

Sandile:"beintouchwithmypa"

Pearl:"surewilldo,ifshefailsyouknowIcantake

youback"



Sandile:"GetoutofmyofficePearl"

Shetookherbagandbumpedmeonherwayout

andclosedthedoor.

Me:"IguessIdisturbedsomething."

Sandile:"babyit'sjustbusiness"

Iwon'tlie,Pearlintimidates.Me.Sheisthatexthat

neverleaves.Alwayssurfaces.Hecametowards

meandheldmyaist.

Sandile:"Iloveyou,Imarriedyounother"

Me:"Ididn'tsayanything"

Sandile:"butyoureyessaysomethingelse"

Me:"Youarereadingthemwrong"

Iperkedhislips.Hemarriedmeandnotherright?

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

.

.



Ilookedatherbreathingslowly,Iholdhercloserto

meandshesquirmsabitbeforeshesettles.Ikiss

hercheek.IloveAndiswa,Idon'twanttohurther,it

won'tbemyintentiontohurtherbutwhydoIfeel

likethis.Likeeverythingwillgowrongonceshe

knows.Ican'triskthatatthemomentbutIwanna

enjoytimewithher.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*NTETHELELO*

Weareonourwayhome.Twodayshavepassed

andlastnightthingsspiralledoutofcontrolended

usinthehospital.Ihaveaarmsupportonbecause



Unathihitmewithabatbecauseofher

assumptionswhicharetruebutshedidsome

damage.MyMaseratiandPorcheweredamaged

fromthewindowsanddoor.Idon'tevenknowwhy

weownabatinthefirstplacebutIlearntaboutit

yesterday.Iturnandlookatherasshehasher

headonmythighs.Iremovetheweavefromher

eyes.ItsmyfaultforthewaysheactedandIdon't

blameher.UnathicangoallpsychoandIamnot

surehowshewillreactinalongrunwhenImention

aboutAndiswa.Isighandlookoutthewindow

whilethedriverdrivessinceIcan'tusemyarmas

it'ssoreandmyshoulder.ItakeoutmyphoneandI

scrollandseethatAndiswaisonlineonWhatsapp.

Igotoherstatusandshehasapictureofherand

herauntandfathercoveredinflowersmiling.I

smileaswellalltomyself.IloveAndiswaandI

alsoLoveUnathiaswellinadifferentway.

.

.



.

*UNATHI*

IwentallpsychoonNtetheleloyesterdaywhenhe

camebacklateandhesmelledlikethatperfume

again.Iwentcrazyandjustbashedeverything

resultinginmehurtinghim.Ididn'tmeantohurt

himbutheispushingme.Whyishecheatingon?

Whyishedoingthistome?Iopenedmyeyes

whensomeoneshookmeandIlookedupandit

washim.

Ntethelelo:"Wehavearrived"

IsatupandrubbedmyeyesbeforeIgotoutofthe

carandhisfamilywaswaitingforus.Irolledmy

eyeswhileclosingthedoorandthedriverastaking

ourbagsout.Hismotherrantowardsusand

huggedHim.

Mah:"OhMntanamiuzeubuye(ohmychild,you

cameback)"

Ntethelelo:"wewerehereChristmas"



Mah:"Thatwastwomonthsago,whathappened

here?"

Heclearedhisthroat.

Ntethelelo:"ngilimalengilungisaimoto

emsebenzini(Igothurtwhilefixingacaratwork)",

Mah:",Awushame"

SherubbedhisarmandIrolledmyeyes.She

lookedatme.

Mah:"Makoti"

ShetriedtohugmebutIsteppedback.

Me:"Mah,NtetheleloIamhungry"

Unami:"(oneclap)Heeh!"

Zamani:"Uzostholaesbayeni(youwillfindusby

thekraal)"

Ntethelelo:"come"

HewalkedoffandIfollowedwhilehissistersmade

somecomments.Wegotinthekitchenandhe

turnedtome.



Ntethelelo:"IloveyouUnathibutyouractionswill

pushme"

Me:"isthatyourwayofsayingyouwanttojustify

yourcheating?"

Ntethelelo:",No,it'smywayoftellingyouthatyou're

nottheonlyoneIlove"

Me:"whoisshe?"

Hemadeasandwichforme

Me:"whoisthebitchNtethelelo!?"

Ntethelelo:"Youwillsoonfindout"

Hekissedmyforeheadashehandedthesandwich

tome.

Me:"Tellme!"

Ntethelelo:"feedmychildUnathi,Iwillseeyou"

HewalkedoutandIthrewtheplatearoundandmy

motherinlawwalkedin.

Mah:"NgabekuhambakahleMakoti?(Is

everythingok?)"



Me:"celaungazingeniindabazam(don'tinterfere

inmybusiness)"

Lisa:"Haibothat'smymotheryouaretalkingto"

Shesaidwalkingin.

Mah:"it'sok."

Lisa:"Noman,Iwillslapyouwena!Thisismy

homenotyoursbrat,Iwillmopthisfloorspeaking

tomymotherlikethat"

ShesaidpointingherfingeratmeandItookthe

knifeoffthetable.

Me:"Trybitch"

Mahputthesandwichandplateonthecounter.

Mah:"Umsindoawufunakali,Makotibekaummese

phansi(wedon'twantanynoise.Mydaughterput

theknifedown)"

IthrewitherdirectionandsheduckedandLisa

slappedmeandIslappedherbackandshe

attackedmeandIscreamedbeforeeveryonegotin.

Shewaspullingmyweaveandslappingmewhile

onmystomach.



Lisa:"uyeyisasfebe(,youarerudebitch!)",

Unami:"MshayewenaDade(hithermysister!)"

Me:"MyexpensiveweaveBitch!"

Lisa:"mybrotherboughtitbitch!"

AyandapulledLisaoffmeandNtethelelogotmeup.

Me:"shewantstokillourbaby"

Ayanda:"CalmdownLisa"

Mahwasstandingthere.

Ntethelelo:"Yanelisokuhle!"

Unami:"ayiNtethelelohawu"

Ayandawalkedoutwithherscreamingandbaba

camein.

Baba:"whatisgoingon?"

Mah:"Ukungahambisanibabaakutheni(it'sa

misunderstanding,nothingmuch)"

Helookedmydirection.HeistheonlypersonIam

scaredofhere.

Baba:"Mkamicelaungilandile(mywifeplease



followme)"

ShesmiledlookingatmeandIrolledmyeyes

beforeshewalkedout.

Ntethelelo:"Whatwasthatfor?"

Me:"What?"

Hebitterlychuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Unathiyouareskatingonathinice.

Threadcarefullybecauseyoudon'twanttoseemy

darksideandit'sslowlycreepingup"

Hisexpressionsaiditall.Iwasscared.

Me:"Ineedtoliedown."

IwalkedoffandItookmyphoneoutwhenIwas

outsidewalkingtoourflatandcalledmom.

Mom:"baby"

Icried.

Me:"theyhitmemom.Theyareatitagain."

Mom:"whereisNtethelelo?"

Me:",hetooktheirside.Hismotherwasallcrazyon



me"

Mom:"Iwilltellyourfathertofetchyou"

Me:"ok"

Shehungup.IthinkNtethelelo'smotherhasa

mentalillness.Shedoesn'treact.Sheisadefinition

ofaperfectwifeorwoman.Hardlyseehermadbut

Ihatehershame.Idon'tlikehowperfectshe

potraysherselftobeingtheperfectmotherin-law

aswell.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IhadjustfinishedtakingabathandIwasgetting

dressedforourlazydaywithTristanandhis

daughter.Iworeblackleggingswithalongsleeve

whitet-shirtandNtethelelo'shoodie.Ilovehowit

smellslikehim.ItwasaNikehoodieandthenI

woresocksandminibootssinceitwasabitchilli

outside.Ibrushedmyhairandmyphonerangandit



wasmyMbulazi.Ismiledandsatonthebedand

answered.

Me:"Mntungwa"

Icouldhearhimsigh.

Ntethelelo:"Iswearyouaremycalmzone."

Me:"what'sup?"

Ntethelelo:"UnathiandLisagotinafight"

Me:"sistersfight"

Therewassilenceabit.

Ntethelelo:"yeah,howareyoudoing?"

Me:"Iamgood,Iamjustgoingtohavealazyday"

Ntethelelo:"with?"

Me:"Tristanandhisdaughter"

Ntethelelo:"AngizwangaAwuphinde(comeagain

)"

Igiggled.

Ntethelelo:"isthatyourwaytogetmejealous?"



Me:"noMntungwait'smetellingitislikeitis"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'tlikethat"

Me:"it'snotlikeIamgoingtofallheadoverheals

forhimandmarryhim"

Ntethelelo:"butyoumightfuck"

Me:"Wow"

Iwaspissednow.

Ntethelelo:"AndiswaI..."

Me:"JustsaveitNtethelelo,Icanseewhatyou

thinkofme"

IhungupandhecalledagainbutIrejectedhiscall

andouthimonrejectlist.Iwasreallyangrysohe

seesmelikethat.LikeIwillopenmylegsfor

Tristan,mightaswellifhethinksolowofme.Ok

thatangertalking.Itookmybagandmyphone

ranganditwasTristan.Ianswered.

Tristan:"Iamoutside"

Me:"Iamcoming"

IhungupandIwalkedout.DadandJabulilewent



tothemalltobuygroceriessoIwasalone.Isenta

messagetohimandgotoutlockingandIwentover

tothemastheywerestandingbyhiscarwhileI

lockedthegate.Igottothemandwehugged.

Tristan:"youlookbeautiful",

Me:"(smiling)Thankyou,HiAmber"

ShehidbehindherfatherandTristanpickedherup.

Tristan:"babygirl.ThisisauntyAndiswa"

Shewavedherlittlehandwhileherheadwason

Tristan'schest.Itwascute.

Me:"sheisshy"

Tristan:"sheisjustlikehermother.Shallwe?"

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinandthanked

him.HeputAmberatthebackandhewenttohis

sideandgotinanddroveoff.

Tristan:"thisweekyouhaveBeensick",

Me:"yeahstomachbug"

Tristan:"Isee"



Wetalkedandlaughedandhewasbeingsilly

mostlytillwegottohisplaceandIgotoutandhe

tookAmberandwewentupthestairs.

Tristan:"Ihopeyouarenotallergictoanything"

Me:"Nothingsofar"

Tristan:"Goodthen"

Wegotinandhisplacewasnice,reasonableneat

andnotneatfreaktypelikeNtethelelo.Heput

Amberdownwhoranoff.

Me:"sowhatarewelazingaroundon?"

Helookedatmeandhisgreeneyessparkledalong

withhissmileashechuckledandlookeddown.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*NTETHELELO*

IhavebeentryingtocallAndiswabutitjustsent

mestraighttovoicemailandthenitdidn'tgo

through.Imessedup,It'shardattimestohandle

twowomen.Unathionthesideisbeingdramatic

andgoingallcrazyandAndiswaismadatmefor

somethingIsaid.WhydoIhavetomessupand

complicatemylife.Yeahit'slove,that'swhy.There

isaknockonthedoorandIshoutscomeinand

Khanyisilepeaksherheadin.Weare11months

apart.Sheisolderthanmethough,shemakesher

wayinclosingthedoorandshesitsnexttome.

Khanyisile:"Iheardtherewasashowwithoutme"

Ichuckled.

Me:"youknowUnathi"

Khanyisile:"Yes.Howisshe?"

Me:"ok,pregnant,psycho"



Khanyisile:"ohwowcongratsbruh,that'samazing"

Isigh.ShelaysnexttomelookinguplikeIam.

Khanyisile:"thatsighcomeswithalot"

Me:"Ilovesomeoneelseaswell"

Sheissilent.Givingmeaplatformtotalk.

Me:"Ireallydidn'tintendonfallingforanother

woman.",

Khanyisile:"doesSheknowyouaremarried?"

Ikeepquietandshesitsupandsqueezesmyarm

andIscreaminagony

Me:",Khanyi!!Thefuck"

Khanyisile:",whylietoherwhenyouloveher?Why

lietothebothofthem?Doyoulovethem?"

Me:"ofcauseIdo"

Khanyisile:"thencomecleanyouaregonnashatter

her.Womenareweakandloveeasilyandget

shatteredaswell"

Me:"mendon'tloveeasilyshouldntthatcountfor



something"

Khanyisile:",IwillgoallUnathionyou"

Me:",,yeahright",

Sheiscalmlikemom.

Khanyisile:"ThinkaboutwhatIhavesaid.Lether

decideforherselfifshewantstostay"

ShewalkedoutclosingthedoorandIlaidback

downgroaning.Shejustdoesn'tunderstandmy

position.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

WehavejustfinishedwatchingfrozenandNever

waslayingonherfather'schest.Shewasasleeping

andIthinkshehadlongwenttosleep.

Tristan:",,letmeputheronthebed"

Me:"sure"



HestoodupandwalkedtothebedroomsandItook

myphoneandmessage1034fromNtetheleloon

whatsapp.IopenedthemandtheyarewrittenIam

sorryandhowmuchhisapologising.Hewasstill

onlineandhesentanotherone.

NTHETHELO***pleaseforgiveMntungwa****

IlookedatitandIstartedtyping.

ME****Youinsultedme****

NTHETHELO***Ididn'tmeantoo****

Hesentinanotherone.

NTHETHELO***Iloveyou***

ME***IloveyoutoobutIamnotforgivingyouyet

***

IexitedandclosedmydataandTristancameback.

Tristan:"enoughcartoonsrightnow,whatdoyou

wannawatch?"

Me:"anythingreally"

Tristan:"howabouttruthordare?"



Hesaidwithasmirk.

Me:"isitanicemovie?"

Tristan:"itis"

HetooktheremoteandoutafleeceonmeandI

thankedhimwhileIateonthesnacksandthenhe

puttheremotedownandthemoviestarted.He

chuckledandIIlookedathimweirdandwe

laughedbeforewatchingthemovie.IhavetosayI

didn'tenjoyit,itwasscaryformeandIkepton

jumpingandhidingwhileTristanwaslaughing.

Me:"ayingekeIcan'tdothisanymore"

HelaughedandtooktheremotewhileIgotupwith

theemptybowelfullofsnacksandwenttohis

kitchen

Tristan:",it'snotthatbad",

Me:",,notbad?Thatwashell"

Hechuckledandcametothekitchenwithglasses."

Tristan:",sowearenotwatchingamovieanymore?

"



Me:"nope.Ineedtorecoverfromthat"

Hechuckledandwashedtheglassesandturnedto

me.

Tristan:"ok,sotellmeaboutyourselfthen"

Me:",,wellthereinothingmuch,typicalgirlfromthe

Kasiandall.You?"

Tristan:"justacolouredguywhogrewupinarich

family"

Me:"mmh,areyoutheonlychild?"

Tristan:"no,Ihaveasisteryou?"

MeIwishedIhadasibling.

IsaidsighingandclosingmyeyesandIopened

themandhewasclosetomelookingatme.

Me:"uhmmaybeweshouldcheckonAmber"

HeheldwaistwhenIwasabouttoleave."

Tristan:"Andiswa"

Me:"huh?"

Heplacedhishandonmycheekandhekissedme



withhispinklipsandnaivemerespondedtoit.His

lipswe'recoldandsoftandhishandwrapped

aroundmywaistwhileminewenttohisneck.Heis

agoodkisserandIwasinitbutnotmorethan

Ntethelelo.Heflashedinmymindandpulledout.

Me:",Tristanthisiswrong",

Ilookeduptohimashewastallerthanme.

Me:",IhaveaboyfriendIamsorry,Ican'tdohim

likethat."

Tristan:"Iwon'tlie.Ilikeyouandithurtsyouhave

someonebutIwillrespectthat"

Inodded.

Tristan:"Ijusthopeonedayyouwillendupwith

me"

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytothat.Heheldmychin

andkissedmeagainandone,twoandIpulledout.

Me:"Tristan"

Tristan:"Iknow"

Hesmiled.DidwhatNtethelelosayaboutmetrue?.



.

.

*TRISTAN*

WhenshesaidshehasaboyfriendIwaskindahurt.

IlikeAndiswasinceIsawherwalkinthegarage

andassumedshewasacustomer.Shehasan

amazingpersonalityandthatsheloveskidsmade

melikehermore.IreallymentitthatIwishshewill

endupwithmeoneday.Ireallydohope.Weare

justwatchingwomenrealityshowsandsheseems

tobeenjoyingit.ShewantedtorestsoItoldherto

restherheadonmychest.ShewasreluctantbutI

toldherit'safriendlygesture.Iwaslookingather

thiswholetime.Shewouldmakeaperfectmomfor

AmberImightevenmarryherifshegavemea

chance.

Andiswa:",(sittingup)Shit!Ihavetogotoaparty

tomorrowIforgot"

Me:"Party?"



Andiswa:"yeahmycousinisturning18andIdon't

wanttogoalonecausetheywillattackme."

Nowisyourchance.

Me:",Icangowithyouifyouwant.Asafriend

ofcause"

thattastedbitterinmymouth.

Andiswa:"youwoulddothat?"

Me:"sure"

SheperkedmylipsandheldhermouthandIsmiled.

Andiswa:"eishsorrybutyourlipslooksmalland

cuteallpink"

Ichuckledandshelaughed.

Me:"it'sok"

Andiswa:"Canwehaveonelastkissnjeone?"

IpulledhertomeandIkissedher."Iloveyou

Andiswa"thatswhatmyheartwassayingasI

kissedher.Shemoanedandwebrokeitaftersome

time.



Andiswa:"Okthankyou.Socute"

Ichuckledwhilelickingmylipsasshesmiled,will

sheeverbemine?

.

.

Tobecontinued
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AfterspendingthedaywithTristan,Amberwokeup

andIdecidedthatIshouldleavesinceitwas

gettinglate.Wecollectedeverythingandwashed

thedishesbeforewewentout.HebuckledAmber

upandIgotinsidethecaraswellandhedroveoff.

Wewerehavingsmalltalkhereandthereand

listeningtomusic.Wereachedmyhomeandhe

parkedinfrontofthegate.Hegotoutandopened

thedoorformeandIthankedhimandAmberwas



standingbehindhimwhilewewerebyhiscar.She

issocute.

Me:"Thanksfortoday.Ihadagreattime"

Tristan:"measwell.Weshoulddoitagain"

Me:"Yeahmaybe"

IlookedatAmber.

Me:"byeAmber"

ShewavedandIgiggled.Shecameandheldmy

legsandIjustmelted,mywholeinsidesjustmelted

thereandthere.IcrouchedinfrontofherandI

huggedherandshehuggedmeback.

Me:"ncooh"

Tristan:"notsoshyanymore"

Webrokeitandshesmiled.Istoodupandwe

huggedwithTristanandbrokeit.

Tristan:"seeyoutomorrow"

Me:"Sure.Bye"

Heputhishandsinhispockets.



Tristan:"bye"

IwalkedtothegateandIopeneditandgotinside

andcloseditbeforewalkingtotheinsideofthe

house.IfounddadwatchingTV,RGBandhewas

sofocusedandIgiggledandhelookedatme.

Me:"Hellodaddy"

Isatnexttohimandhewrappedhisarmsaround

me.

Dad:"Youdon'tspendtimewithmeanymoreangel

"

Ifeltbadhonestly.

Me:"Iamsorrydaddy.Iwillmakeituptoyou"

Jabulile:"heisguilttrippingyouNana"

Shesaidwalkinginwithaplatefulloffoodand

gaveittodad.

Me:"westillhaveourmovienights"

Dad:"Until...?"

Jabulile:"leavethechildalone.Areyouhungry?"



Me:"yes.Iwouldlikesomeofyourfoodplease"

Ismiledandlaughed.

Jabulile:"ok.Gobathfirst"

Dad:"yes,mybabygirlsmellslikeamanthese

days.

Igaspedandtheylaughed.

Me:"notcool."

Igotupfromthecouchandwenttothekitchenand

IboiledthewaterandIunblockedNtethelelo.After

thewaterwashotItookthebasinandwenttomy

roomandpouredthewaterandIwentbacktothe

kitchentopourinwaterinthekettleandthenItook

ajugofcoldwaterandIwenttomyroomand

poureditinthehotwaterandthenIstrippedand

tookabath.AfteroneIwasdoneandIgotdressed

inpyjamasandagownandtookthebasinand

walkedouttodiscardthewater.Igotbackinside

andmyphonerang.ItwasNtethelelo.Iwenttomy

roomandIsatonthebedandanswered.

Me:"Hello"



Ntethelelo:"don'teverblockmeagainAndiswa

,siyezwana?(Doyouhearme?)"

Me:"yes.Sorry"

Ntethelelo:"let'sstartagainthegreetings.

Igiggled.

Me:"Mbulazi"

Ntethelelo:"UnjanisthandwaSam?(Howareyou

mylove?)"

Me:"I'mgood,you?"

Ntethelelo:"IamgoodnowthatIamtalkingtoyou

,IamsorryaboutwhatIsaid.Ishouldn'thavesaid

that."

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"Ihavesomethingtotellyou"

Ntethelelo:"whatdidyoudo?"

Me:"I....I.."

Hewassilentgivingmeaplatformtotalk.



Me:"TristanandIkissed."

Hewassilent.

Me:"Ntethelelo,Iamsorry"

Ntethelelo:"wewilltalkwhenIcomeback"

Me:"Mntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"NgiyakuthandaMbulazi(IloveyouMbulazi)"

Hebreathedout.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyoumore.

Ibitmybottomlip.

Ntethelelo:"sokhulumamangibuya(wewilltalk

whenIcomeback)"

Me:"Ok"

HehungupandIlookedatmyphonesighing.I

knowthiskisswouldhavecaughtupwithmeinthe

futureandIdon'twantthat.SoIwouldrathercome

clean.Ishouldn'tlietoNtethelelo,Ijustfeelbad

thatIdidhimlikethat.



.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

AfterthephonecallwithAndiswaIthrewthephone

onmypillowandIsighedandsatdown.Ifelt

pissedandangrybutIneedtobecalmwhenwe

talkaboutthis.Whydidshetellme?Shewould

havehideitlikeanyoneelse.ThisisAndiswawe

aretalkingaboutsheisn'tanyoneelse.Handling

twowomenishardIevenfeelaheadachecoming

onatthemoment.Therewasaknockonthedoor

andAyandacameintheroom.

Ayanda:"Youhavebeenoff."

Me:"Todayisjustadrainingday"

Idofeeldrained.

Ayanda:"withtwowomenyouboundtofeellike

that"



Ichuckled.

Ayanda:"Youreallywanttotakeasecondwife?"

Me:"Iamjustlayingitearlyifitgetstothatpoint"

Ayanda:"Ineedtoseeournewsisterinlawearly

beforeshegetstoyourthreesister'shands"

Welaugh

Me:"LisaandUnamiaretoomuch"

Ayanda:"theyareprotectingusasbrothers.It's

partofsiblinghood"

Ishookmyheadchuckling.

Ayanda:"comeyourwifeisrefusingtowear

isphandla"(abraceletmadeoutofgoatskin.)

Me:"Unathi"

Hechuckledandwewalkedoutandwenttothe

rondavalwheretheincensewasburnedearlieron

andunathiiscausingascene.

Unathi:"NtethelelothissmellsbadbabyIcan't

wearit."



Me:"youneedtowearit"

Igaveheradeathstareandshesulkedandcried

whileZamaniwasputtingitonherwrist.

Unathi:"IamwearingroadkillohmyGod!"

Unami:"shutupBarbiedoll"

Me:"Unami"

SherolledhereyesandthenZamaniwrappeda

clothontopofisphandlaandthenUnamipulled

Unathiupandwentoutwithher.

Mbongeni:"niyashadaNtethelelo.Umfaziwami

akayenzilenonsense(youcanmarryNtethelelo,my

wifedoesn'tdothisnonsense"

Wechuckled.

Me:"Uthando(it'slove)"

TheylaughedandZamaniputisphandlaonmeand

thenwewenttowashourhandsandgoeatsome

meat.

.

.



.*UNATHI*

Ihatethesmellofthisthingonmywrist.Nowhow

amIgonnawearmyrosegoldGuesswatch.Argh,I

wanttoleaveassoonaspossible.Theotherwives

werehereandthesister.Theothermentalcasejust

likehermotherishere.

Khanyisile:"hisislongtime"

Shehuggedme.

Me:"yourthingsmells"

Khanyisile:"aftersometimeitwillbebetter."

IheldmymouthasIwantedtovomitbutnothing

cameout.

Lisa:"Makotiwodumo.GowashtheGoatsinsides

sowecancookthem"

Me:"me?"

Lisa:"whoelse?Thewall?"

Iclickedmytongueandwenttothebasinthathad

thegoatsinsidesandIcanseethepoop.Iclosed



mynoseandsteppedback.

Me:"iamnotdoingthat.Doyouknowhowmuch

thesenailscost?"

Hlubi:"yetwehavethemandaredoingourwifely

duties"

Me:"didItalktoyou?"

Unami:"onedayyouwillendupinICUbecauseof

me"

Me:"IampregnantIcan'tdoanywork"

Khanyisile:"youarenotparalyzedsissoIdon'tsee

aproblem"

Me:"Ntethelelowould...."

Lisa:"youmarriedintotheKhumalofamilywhen

youmarriedhimsoshutupbeforeIslapyouagain"

IclickedmytongueandItouchedoneinsideandI

screamed.

Me:"Ican't."

Everyonerolledtheireyes.Ismelledmynail.



Me:"arghnowtheysmelllikepoop"

Unami:"hambolalangobaususangene(goand

sleepbecauseyouhavelostit)"

Igaveherastare.

Yoliswa:"udakweumbusoumoshekile(sheis

drunkfrombeingspoilt,sheisruined)"

Theylaughed.

Me:"othingihambengingazengisangane

ngempela(letmeleavebeforeIbecomecrazyfor

real)"

Lisa:"likeyouhaveneverstarted"

TheylaughedandIwalkedoutclickingmytongue.I

can'tstandstayinghereanymore.Iwillkill

Ntetheleloforbringingmehere.MyGuccislides

areruinedwithdust.

Me:"fuck!"

IwalktoourflatandIgoandbath.

.

.



*ANDISWA*

Idon'tlikehowourconversationendedwith

Ntethelelobuthesaidwewillspeakwhenhecomes

back.IgotofffrommybedandIwenttothe

loungeandauntyJabulilelookedatme.

Jabulile:"yourfoodisinthekitchen"

Me:",Iwilleatlater.Whatarewewatchingnow?"

Dad:"Littleman.Areyouok?"

Me:",dadIdidsomethingandIthinkNtethelelois

madatme"

Dad:"comesitnexttodaddy"

Isatnexttohimandplacedmyheadonhischest.

Dad:"whathappened,whatdidyoudo?"

Me:"Ikissedmyotherbosstoday,theoneIwas

outwith"

Jabulile:"hayiMntakaBhutiwafebamanjeufebela

umfanaomuhlekanje(noAndiswa!Youare

whoringnow,whyareyoucheatingonthat



handsomeboy)"

Me:"IsaidIamsorry"

Dad:"youtoldhim?"

Me:"yes"

Jabulile:"whydidyoukissanotherman?"

Me:"itwasamistake,ukuthiunomlomoomncane

opinkmanjebekucuteyabona(hehassmallpink

lipsandtheywerecuteyousee)"

dadlaughed.

Jabulile:"soifanothermanhascutelipsyouwill

kissthem?"

Me:"notagain"

Jabulile:"itseemslikethat"

Dad:"thefactthatyousawyourwrongand

admittedandapologizedit'sbig.Youdidn'thideit

andIamproudofthatbutdon'teverdothatagain

ok?"

Me:"ok"



Jabulile:"cuteandSmall?Whatiswiththesekids

justifyingcheating?"

Dad:"(laughing)calmdownJabulile"

SheclappedherhandsandlookedatthetvandI

giggledandhuggedmydadandhekissedmy

foreheadaswewatchedthemovie.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:18] :~Mistress~

Insert22

IlookatmyselfthroughthemirrorandIdon'tknow

whyIoutaneffortintothisoutfit,Maybeit'sme

wantingtoshowtheLuthuli'sthatwearesurviving

anddoingbetterwithouttheminourlives.Ijust

missmomthough,Ireallymissher.Iwaswearing



anorangeoffshouldersummerdresswithsandals

andauntyJabulilestyledmyhairnicely.Itopped

offwithVaselineandsprayedexclamationperfume.

IsmiledandIwishedIhaddimples.Nodimples

meltmelikeNtethelelo's.Theyarejusttoosexyfor

hisface.Notcute,sexy.Myphoneringsandit's

Tristan.Anotheronewhoiscomplicatingmylife

withhiscuteness.Ianswered.

Me:"hello"

Tristan:"areyouready?"

Me:"yesIam"

Tristan:"Iamoutside"

Me:"okIamcoming."

IhungupandIbreathedinandoutandtooktwo

selfiesandIsentthemtoNtethelelo.Hemaybe

madatmebutheshouldseehowhiswomanis

flamestoday.IgiggledatthatthoughtandI

walkedout.TheradiowasonblastwithSfiso

NcwaneKulungilebabaandeveryoneknowsAunty

JabulileisinMamelodibecausesheplayshimall

thetimewhenit'saSunday(mayhissoulrestin



peace).Hervoiceisterriblebutyoucan'tstopher.

SheismoppingandIjumpoverthewetplaces.

Jabulile:"(singing)Kulungile,baba"

Ikisshercheek.

Me:"byeauntyJabs."

ShewavedandIlaughandIwalkoutanddadis

sittingonthebenchoutside.Ikisshischeekandhe

looksatmethenTristanwhoisstandingoutside

hiscar.

Me:"byedad"

Dad:"don'tkisshiscute,small,pinklipsagain"

Me:"dad!"

Dad:"Justsaying"

Me:"byebyeYho"

Irushedoffandopenedthegateandwehugged.

Tristan:"Youlooklovely"

Me:"Thankyou"

Tristan:"shallwe?"



InoddedandheopenedthedoorformeandI

thankedhim.IwasabouttoaskaboutAmberthenI

remembershemightbewithhergrandmother.He

gotinandlookedatmeandIlookedawayfromhis

greeneyesandhestartedthecaranddroveoff.

.

.

*MERCY*

.

.

Hewasinhissleep.Hedidn'tleavetonightbuthe

washereinbedandIwashappytoseehimnextto

me.Ikissedhislipsandthenwenttohischestand

tohistorsoandgotunderthecoverandIpulledhis

boxerdownandtookhisdickintomyhandsandI

didhimahandjob.Icouldhearhimlightlygroan.

Probablythinkingit'sawetdream.IstopandI

removetheweavefrommyfaceandIgodownon

him.Lickingandsucking.

Sandile:"Mmmh"



Hegroaned.Iremovedthecoversandpulledhis

pantsdownandIgotonhim andgavehimahand

jobandhewasgettingabitstifferandharderandI

sliditinmyhoneyjarwhenitwasenoughforme.I

startedgoingupanddownonhimandIkissedhis

lips.

Me:"wakeupbaby"

Iincreasedmypacewhileheheldmywaistashe

triedtoopenhiseyesandadjusttothesunlight.

Sandile:"fuckPearl"

Iamsorryexcuseme.IstoppedandIslappedhim

andhesatupquicklyandIgotoffhim.

Sandile:"whatwasthatforMercy!?"

Me:"(crying)Phumakwamsandile!(Getoutofmy

houseSandile!)"

Sandile:"BabywhatdidIdo?"

Me:"Ifuckyouandyoumoanyourbitche'sname

?!"

Ithrewpillowathim.



Sandile:"babyitwasamistakeIwasn'tthinking"

Me:"whenIcomebackfromthebathroom.Iwant

youout.GotopearlyaziniIwantadivorce(you

knowwhat?Iwantadivorce)"

Sandile:"Youareloosingitnow.Tilldeathdous

apart"

Hegotoffthebed.Iclickedmytongueandwentto

thebathroomandIsliddownandIcried.Therewas

aknockonthedoor.

Sandile:"Babypleaseopenandlet'stalkaboutit."

Iignoredhimandcriedwhilehewasbangingthe

door.Doeshisexhavetheupperhandinhislife?

Morethanmehiswife?

.

.

*UNATHI*

.

.

Sotheauntieshavearrivedandtheywokemeupat



7am.Canyoubelievethat?Ididn'ttalkto

Ntethelelosinceyesterday.Hereallypissedmeoff

bynotdefendingmereally.Iwasinthekitchen

withtheseaunt'sbarkingthatIshouldchopthis

andchopthatwashthisandwashthat.Hambisela

umyeniwakhoukudla(gogiveyourhusbandfood).

Ntethelelocangethisownfood.Hehastwolegs

andhands.ThisbraceletissmellyandIhateit.I

decidedtoshutmymouthtodaybeforeIkillanyone

withthisknife.

Aunt1:"Hayimakotiuyivila(youarelazymy

daughter)"

Irolledmyeyes.

Lisa:"weweretiredofyourradiomouth"

Unami:"Iagree"

Iclenchedontheknife.

Mah:"don't.Leaveheralone.Mntanamigoandrest.

Youdon'twanttostrainthebaby"

That'sthemostsensiblethingshehaseversaid.I

fakedasmileandIwalkedout.Iamnotevengoing



tosearchforNtethelelobecauseIhavebeen

standingfor2hoursnowandIamtired.

.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

WewerebythekraalandIwasdrinkingtheZulu

beersharingitwithothermenhereinthekraal.

Ayanda:"AhhNdodaemadodeni(manamoungst

men)"

Ishookmyheadchuckling.Myphonevibratedand

Itookitoutfrommypocketanditwastwo

messagesfromAndiswa.Iopeneditanditwas

twopicturesofher.Shelookssobeautiful.Likean

angel.Ismiledtomyself.

Mbongeni:"Wamamthekaindaba?(Whyareyou

blushing?)"

Babncane:"uqomile(heisinlove)"



Welaughed.

Ayanda:"canIsee?"

Me:"youareforward.Youlovenews"

Ayanda:"iamnews.So.

Ishowedhimthepictures.

Ayanda:"Damn.That'sthesister?"

Me:"yes"

Zamani:"awuthisibone(letussee)"

Me:"no"

Mbongenisnatchedmyphoneandlookedatit

whistling.

Mbongeni:"hayimuhle.Namiangikusoli(sheis

beautiful,Idon'tblameyou)"

Myphonewaspassedaround.

baboMdala:"Akafaninjenalentoyakhoyalah?

(Sheisnotthesameliketheoneyouhavehere?)"

Me:"No"

Dad:"ifsherespectsmywifethenIapprove"



Guys'"ustoo"

Babomncane:"awuhambeuyothengaiNipphela

ngincomile(goandbuysomeVodka,I

complimented)"

Welaughed.

Zamani:"let'sgo"

MbongenitookasipfromtheZulubeerbeforewe

madeourwaytothecars.Isentamessagetoher.

Me***youlookamazingsthandwaSam****

Iloggedoutandoutmyphoneaway.Damntheboy

islucky.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelo****youlookbeautifulsthandwaSam

****



FromseeingthatmessageIwassmilingfromearto

ear.TristanstoleglancesfrommebutIignoredit.

Tristan:"it'shere?"

Me:"yes"

WewereinMidrandJohannesburg.Sotheydecided

todoitatthegrandparents.Wegotoutandhe

cametomyside.

Tristan:"areyouok?"

Me:"yeah.Let'sgo"

Ievenhadalittlepresentforher.Ahandbagthat

costedmealegItellyoubutsinceNtethelelo

trippledmysalaryinonedayitdidn'thurtmethat

muchbutIwasbruised.Werangthedoorbelland

mamkhuluKholekaopenedthedoorandsneered

whilelookingatmeupanddown.

Kholeka:"Ndalo"

Me:"Mamkhuluhi"

ShemadewayandwegotinandTristanfollowed.I

didn'tlikethisonebutbutIhavetosuckitup.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:19] :~Mistress~

Insert23

Iwon'tlie.Idon'tlikethisonebitatall.

Me:"MamkhuluthisisTristanmyfriendandthisis

mymother'soldersister"

Theyshookhandsbutshehasn'ttouchedmesince

Icamehere.

Kholeka:"nicetomeetyou"

Tristan:"samehereaswellmam"

Kholeka:"thisway"

Wefollowedher.



Tristan:"(whispering)whatisgoingon?"

Me:"theydon'tlikeme"

Tristan:"shouldwego?"

Me:"Noit'sfine."

Wegotoutsideandmygrandparentswerethereas

well.Iswearit'slikemygrandmothersuckedlemon

thewayherfacewassourwhenshelookedatme.

Mkhukuisabitbetterfromeveryone.

Mkhuku:"AndiswaMychild.Idon'tknowyou

anymoreyouhavegrown"

Ismiledandhepulledmycheeksandhuggedme.

Mkhuku:"suchchubbycheeks"

Irubbedmycheekscausehehasastronggripeven

inhisoldage.

Me:"HiMkhulu,Gogo,bomalume(uncles)"

Theyjustnodded.

Mkhulu:"Howisyourgrandmother?"

Mygrandmothershothimastare.Ithinkhelikes



KhuluabittoomuchbecauseEverytimehesees

mehewillaskaboutherfirstorevenifit'sdad..

Me:"sheiswellthankyou"

Henodded.

Gogo:"presentsthatsideandhopetheyarenot

cheapbecausewedon'tdealwiththose"

Me:"worrynot"

Ifakedasmileandwalkedoff.Lordkeepmysanity.

TheyseemtolikeTristan.IbreathedoutbeforeI

walkedbacktothecrowd.

.

.

.

*MERCY*

Sandile:"Mercy"

Hehasbeencallingmynameoutforthepasthour

apologizing.



Sandile:"Iamsorry"

Isniffwhilelookingatmyselfinthemirror.Whatdo

Ilack?IsitbecauseIamslimandnotthicklike

PearlandAndiswa?Isthatit?Iwipedmytears

andIputmytoothbrushdownandIwenttothe

doorandIopeneditandheattackedmewithahug

andIpushedhimbutitwashard.

Sandile:"Iamsorrybaby"

Me:"youloveher?"

Sandile:"noIloveyou"

Me:"thenwhatdoyoucallthat?"

Sandile:"afoolishmistakethatcostedmealot"

Me:"youright,itcostedyoualotandyouloosing

meinit"

Sandile:"Babydon'tleaveme.Ipromiseanything

justdon'tleaveme"

Heheldmywaistandlaidhisforeheadonmine.

Sandile:"Ican'tleavewithoutyouandYolanda.You

guysaremylife"



Iwassilent.

Sandile:"IamsorryMercyforgiveme"

AteardroppedonmychestandIlookedathimand

wipedhistears.Iperkedhislips.Ilovehimtoo

muchtoleavehim

Me:"SandileIwantyoutobehonestwithme.

Startingwithlatenightsthatyougooutonand

endingwithyouandpearl"

Sandile:"thereisnothinggoingonwithmeand

Pearl"

Me:"thencuttieswithherandImeanworkaswell.

"

Sandile:"(sigh)AmIgonnalooseyouifIdothat?

"

Me:"no"

Sandile:"ok"

Iperkedhislips.

Me:"starttalking."

Hepulledmetothebedandsatmeonhislapand



lookedatmeasIwaswaiting.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IwasinourWhatsappgroupchatasthewives.Well

theothersDon'tentertainusmuchbutyeswehave

gotawivesclubanditconsistof10ofus.It's

calledtheTrophywivessincewearetreatedlike

thatandnowealldon'tworkbuttheothersdohave

degreesandsidebusinesses.It'sMe,Zama,Londie

,Noma,Palesa,Kwazi,Ntombi,Amanda,Mercyand

thenLandiswa.Idon'tlikethemreallybecausethey

actliketheyareallgoodandstuff,Ihavebeenina

fightwithAmandabeforeandIendedupina

hospitalbedbecauseIspilledalcoholonher.She

showedmeflamesandneveragainwillIever

botherher.Sheistheghettoonefromallofthe

wivesandLandiswaisthemostpraisedwife

becauseherhusbandisthegeneral.SeewhyIdon't

likethem.NomaownsaboutiqueandPalesahas



herownpracticethatherhusbandboughtforher.

LandiswahasalittleITcompanyaswell.Theyall

havesomethingandtheythinktheyarebetterthan

us.Mxm.Palesawastheonetypinginthegroup.

Palesa:"WehavebeeninvitedtoattendtheDurban

July"

Me:"wearealwaysinvitedit'snotsomethingnew"

Irollmyeyes.

Amanda:"Ithoughtyouwouldshutupthisround"

Landiswa:"Let'snotfightoverpettystuff"

Zama:"yesKwandodidtellmeaboutthat.They

willbeshowcasingademocarthatwillbereleased

inJulythereinDurbanwithNtethelelo"

Mercy:"Iwillbringmyfriendalongthistime.She

alwaysmissesout"

Me:"whatareplusonesfor?"

Amanda:"Iswearifyoudon'thaveanything

reasonabletosayIwill..."

Ntombi:"Amandacalmdown"



Noma:"hubbyiscallingmefora3rdroundIhave

togoladies"

Landiswa:"wadlaNoma(yougoNoma!)

Kwazi:"TMIsomeofusarevirginsinthismarriage

thing"

Theylaughed.

Amanda:"Muziwillbangyoueverywheredarling

don'tworry"

Landiswa:"abosixnineintherestaurantbathroom

"

Palesa:"ohmyGodLandiswa"

Mercy:"yesgirl"

Landiswa:"ifhewantsit.Giveit"

Amanda:"Ifeelproud"

Shesentacryingemojiandtheylaughed

Iwasirritated

Me:"weren'twetalkingabouttheDurbanJulyhere?

"



"Amandaremovedyou"

ItsaidandIgroanedandthrewmyphoneinthebed.

Therewasaknockonthedoorandmotherinlaw

appeared.

Me:"hello."

Mah:"Icametogiveyouafootmassage.Iknow

howitaffectsthefeetwhenstandingtoolong

pregnant"

Me:"yes"

Shewalkedinandshekneeledinfrontofmeand

tookoffmyshoesandsoakedmyfeetinwarm

water.ShestartedrubbingmeandIlaidthereyeah

thisishowthingsshouldbe.

.

.

*MERCY*

Wedidavideoconferencecall.Amandaappeared

firstclickinghertongue.



Zama:"Amandayouhadtoremoveher?"

Amanda:"yourfriendisirritating"

Landiswa:"let'sputherback"

Me:"canIaddmyfriend?"

Amanda:"issheirritating?"

Me:"nosheisnice"

Londiecutherselfout.

Amanda:"shewillfollowaswell"

Welaughed.

Landiswa:"youcanputherin.Igottogo

,Zamambowantsattention"

Me:"Iswearyouhaveabusfullofkids"

Landiswa:"heyIamexpandingthename"

Welaughedandallhungup.Theseladiesaregood

friendsshameUnathiontherealshasdramaandI

wonderhowNtethelelohandlesher..

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:19] :~Mistress~

Insert24

Iwon'tlie.Elihlelookedbeautifulinherdressand

herpartywasverymuchamazing.Ienjoyedmy

timewithTristanandithelpedthathewashere.We

decidedtoleaveearlybecauseofmyauntsand

unclesbutMkhulusaidIshouldpasshisgreetings

toKhulu.Wewerenowdrivingonourwaybackto

Mamelodi.

Me:"Thankyouforcomingwithme"

Tristan:"anytime.That'swhatfriendsarefor"

HestealsaglanceatmeandIsmileathim.

Tristan:"IamsureAmberisasleep"

Me:"yep.Iamdeadtired."



Myphonesuddenlyhadalotofnotifications.I

lookedatitasitwasvibratingandalotcamefroma

groupIdon'tknowcalledTrophywives.Iamnota

wifenjena.OnefromMercyandIopenedit.

Mercy:"MntaseIjustaddedyouinagroupwiththe

wives"

Me:"Iamnotawife"

Itexted.Shewastyping.

Mercy:"Iknow.Weareplaningonwhattowear.We

wereinvitedtotheDurbanJuly"

Me:"youalwaysinvitedeveryyearMercy"

Mercy:"andthisyearwearegoingwithyouandwe

arenottakingnoforananswer"

Me:"wewillsee."

Mercy:"theyarenice.Theydon'tbite"

Me:"Iamnotawife"

Shebluetickedme.ImutedthegroupandthenI

putmyphoneinmybag.

Tristan:"stressful?"



Me:"yeah"

Hesmiled.

.

.

*UNATHI*

AfterNtethelelo'smothergavemeamassageI

slept.ShedoesgivegoodfootrubsIhavetoadmit.

IwaswokenupbysomeoneshakingmeandI

groanedandIopenedmyeyesanditwas

Ntethelelo.Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathis

handsomeface.

Ntethelelo:"situp"

Iscootedandsatupandhegavemefood.I

thankedhimandhenoddedwhilelookingatmeeat.

IcouldfeelhiseyesPeircethroughmeand

searchingmysoul.

Me:"Iwillchoke.Stoplookingatme"

Hewassilent.Ilookedathimandcarriedoneating.



AfterIwasdonehetooktheplateawayandIgotoff

mydressandIworepyjamasandIgotinbedsince

it's6pm.HecamebackwhileIwastypingonmy

phoneandhesatonthebedandlookedatme,he

closedhiseyesandsighedthentookmyhandand

kissedit.

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouUnathi"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ntethelelo:"doyou?"

Whyishequestioningme?OfcauseIdolovehim.

Me:"yesIdo"

Ntethelelo:"thenwhydon'tyourespectme.

Respectourfamily"

Me:"Yourfamilyyoumean"

Ntethelelo:"youaremarriedheresoit'syourfamily

aswell.Idon'tknowwhywhenwealwayscome

homeyoucausetrouble"

Me:"Iamsorry."

Ntethelelo:"Iamgettingtiredofhearingthesame



thingUnathi"

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Hesighed.

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouUnathi,youaremywife.Do

youknowhowitfeelswhenyougetquestionson

yourdecisionsmakesyouquestionyourselfaswell

"

Me:"youarequestioningmarryingme?"

Ntethelelo:"honestlyyes.Thisweekendwas

somethingelse."

Isatonhislapandheldhisface.Carefulnottohurt

him.

Me:"Iamsorry.Ipromisetoimprovemybehaviour.

Tellmewhatyouwantfromme"

Ntethelelo:"Respect,that'sthethingIneedfrom

you.ThisisnotyourhomeUnathi.Ifyoutreatyour

motherthewayyoubehavethenIwon'targuewith

thatbutneverwithmymother."

Me:"Iamsorry"



Hegotmeoffhimandkissedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"rememberthis.Loveisnotenoughat

times.Itrequiredmorethanthat"

Hewalkedoutafterthat.Ilookedatthedoorwith

tears.Doesthatmeanhewillleaveme?Ican't

loosehim.IlovehimsomuchandIcan'timagine

mylifewithouthim.Irubbedmystomach.

Me:"Iamsorrybaby"

Iwipedmytearsandpulledthecovertomyselfand

Icryonmypillow.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Iwasatthebackyard.Therewerestillpeopleinthe

yardforwhatreasonsIdon'tknowbecausethis

wassupposedtobealittlething.Itookmyphone

out.AsmuchasIamangryatAndiswabutIdo

missher.SheseemstobelesshecticthanUnathi.I

dialedhernumberanditrangtwicebeforeshe



answered.

Andiswa:"Mntungwa"

Isighed,Ibitemybottomlip.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Andiswa:"iseverythingok?"

Me:"yeah,akusamelengitsheleumuntuwam

ukuthingiyamthanda?(Aren'tIsupposedtotellmy

personthatIloveher?)"

Andiswa:"NoIdidn'tsaythat.IloveyouMbulazi"

Tingleswentthroughmybody.

Andiswa:"Iamsorry"

Me:"wewillstilltalkaboutthat"

Andiswa:"Ok."

Me:"howwasyourday?"

Andiswa:"Itwasok.Iwentto18thpartyformy

cousin"

Me:"wasitnice?"

Andiswa:"itwasbutyouknowfamily."



Me:"Howisfamily?"

Andiswa:"storyforanotherday.Howwasyours?"

Isighed.

Me:"longandtiring,dramaticandIwascoveredin

goatbloodyesterday"

Shegiggled.

Andiswa:"that'swhatatruemandoes.Bringsome

formepleaseifyourmotherwillallow.Ucelekuqala

(asfirst)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"youamazingyouknow"

Andiswa:"tellyourmotherIhaveapresentforher"

Me:"whatfor?"

Andiswa:"it'sbetweenusgirls"

Me:"mxm"

Shegiggledandshejusttookmeawayfromallthe

dramathatishappeningaroundhere.

Me:"shehatessurprises."



Andiswa:"Iwillseeformyself"

Ichuckled.

Me:"IloveyoureallyIdo"

Andiswa:"Iloveyoutoo.Ihavetogo,talklater"

Me:"sure."

ShegiggledbeforehangingupandIlookedatmy

phone.IchangedmyWhatsAppwallpaperand

madeitherbeforeIloggedoutandlockedmy

phone.Isighed.Ihaveneverhadmyheartbeatthis

muchfortwowomenever.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

AfterthephonecallwithNtethelelo,Iwenttojoin

dadandauntyJabulileatthelounge.Ihavebathed

andIaminmygownandpyjamas.Isitnexttodad

andrestmyheadonhischest.



Jabulile:"youdidn'tkisssmallpinklipstoday?"

Dadlaughed.

Dad:"leavemydaughter"

Me:"thankyoudad"

Jabulileshookherhead.

Me:"soauntyJabs"

Jabulile:"whatdoyouwantAndiswa?"

Me:"doyouhaveaboyfriend?"

Shechockedonherteaandsheputitdown.I

laughed.

Jabulile:"Andiswauyabonaungishisanetiye(you

seeyouareburningmewithtea)"

Me:"Justaquestion"

Dad:"asimpleone"

Jabulile:"andyou?Let'saskyou"

Dad:"don'tinvolvemeinyourtroubles"

Jabulile:"andyouAndiswa?Whenareyoupopping

it?"



Dad:"don'tevengothere"

Me:"woahguyschill"

Dad:"yourboyfriendwillhavetopayforoutsidemy

kraalfund"

Ilaughed.

Me:"IwilltellNtethelelothat"

Dad:"good"

Jabulile:"(takingherteaandsipping)Don'task

meaboutboyfriend'sagainoryouwillfindoutit's

yourboyfriend"

Welaughed.

Me:"Goshno"

Dadchuckled.Wewatchedthemoviewhile

laughinghereandthere.Ilovemyfamily.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert25

IwasdeadtiredinthemorningwhenIwokeup.I

justrolledoutofthebedandItookmyphoneand

checkedthetimeandIsawagoodmorning

messagefromNtetheleloanditstatesthatafter

workhewillfetchmebutheisnotcomingin.Isit

asleepoveragain?Ohrightthetalk.Imakemybed

andopenthewindowandIgetoutofmyroomand

goboilwatertobathandIbath.After30minutesI

wasdone.IwenttothekitchenandauntyJabulile

wasbackingmylunch.

Me:"Youaresuchasweetheart"

Jabulile:"Mmm.Don'tkissmylips"

Ifrownedandshelaughed.Isatdownandate.

Me:"Imightcomehomelate",

Jabulile:"indodayethu?(It'sourman?)",



Me:"askies?(Sorry?)"

Jabulile:"Iaskedifit'sourman.Letmecheckmy

scheduleandseewhenismyturn"

Me:"haiboaunty"

Shelaughed

Jabulile:"Livealittle"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

IgotupfrommyseatandtookmylunchandI

kissedhercheek.

Me:"bye."

Jabulile:"bye"

IwalkedoutandIwenttocatchataxithatwilltake

metowork.

.

.

*MERCY*

Hishandswenttomybackandhewaswashingthe



soapofflikehehadallthetimeintheworld.He

wouldstopatmywaist.Kissmybackandtakethe

showergelAvonandhewouldsquirtitinhishands

andapplyitonmybody.Washingmybody.We

don'tusethesameshowergelsattimeswedoas

well.Hishandsencirculatedundermybreastsand

gotomyboobsthatarescreamingtobesqueezed

andhegentlysqueezesmynipplesandkissesmy

neck.MybreathinghinchedandIlickmylipsand

tastethewarmwater.

Sandile:"WearegonnafetchYolandatoday?"

Hewhispersmybyearwhileheplayswithmy

nipplesthatarenowfilledwiththesoap.

Me:"Yes,Imissher"

Hegentlykissesmyshouldermakingmyknees

weakerandweakerbuttheenvironmentisgetting

warmerandwarmer.Hiswarmbreathhitsmyneck

andshiversgodownmyspine.

Sandile:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



HekissesmyneckandImakeaccessforhimto

carryon.[Contentfoundinthegroup]

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwaslookingattheceilingwhilebreathingheavily,I

pulledthecovertocovermybodyandIturntohim

andheissmirkingwhilelookingatme.Ismileand

heremovestheweavefrommyfaceandheperks

mylips.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Heholdsmycheekandhekissesmylips.Ilove

himandIdon'twanttoloosehimbecauseofmy

behaviour.

Me:"Iamnotgonnalooseisn'tit?"

Ntethelelo:"Nobaby.Youguysaremylife."



HekissedmystomachandIgiggledandhe

chuckledwhilelookingatme.

Me:"Thattickles"

HekissedmystomachagainandIgiggled.

Me:"stopitNtethelelo"

Hekisseditonelasttimeandspoke.

Ntethelelo:"Heyprincess.Justwannaletyouknow

thatdaddylovesyouandmommysoverymuch."

Ismiledwhilerunningmyhandsthroughhishair.

Ntethelelo:"let'sgotakeashower"

Heremovedthecoverandpickedmeup.

Me:"ngiyakuthandababuKhumalo(IloveyouMr

Khumalo)"

Ntethelelo:"NamingiyakuthandaMiami(Iloveyou

toomywife)"

Wekissedaswegotinthebathroom.Afterthe

showerwegotdressedandwewerepreparingto

leave.WhichIwasmorethanhappytohear

becauseIamtiredofthisplaceshame.Itcandrain



aperson.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IwashavinglunchwithRefilwe.Ifeellikewe

haven'tseeneachotherinagesthewayImissed

her.Weweresharinglunchaswellwhilewespoke

aboutsmallstuffhereandthere.

Me:"howisletlogonolo?"

Fifi:"Heisanaughtychild."

Igiggled.

Me:"it'spartofbeingakid"

Fifi:"sowenavirginMary,whatareyoudoingfor

Valentine's?"

Me:"dadusuallybuyschocolateformeandbrings

arosesoit'sthat"

Fifi:"Howsweet.Iwishmyfatherwashalfthe



manyourfatheris."

Me:"Iwishmymotherwasstillalive"

Fifi:"askies(Iamsorry)"

Me:"it'sok.Iamlearningtolivewiththepain"

Fifi:"Icanimagine"

Me:"Apple?"

Fifi:"youfeedmetoomuchAndiswaIamgoingto

befat"

Ilaughed.

Me:"youneedsomemeat"

ShelaughedaswellandTristancametowardsus.

Tristan:"don'tstopplease"

Fifi:"Mrbrown"

Tristan:"yes."

IgreetedhiminthemorningsoIdon'tseeaneed.

Tristan:"Andiswa"

Me:"yessir?"



Tristan:"Iwouldliketoseeyoubeforeyouleave"

Inodded.

Tristan:"wellenjoytherestofyourlunchladies."

Wenoddedandhewalkedoff.

Fifi:"IfIcouldgethim,ooouhchomistruukaetsa

masepakaniti!(OouuhfriendIwoulddoshitfor

real)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"struuchomi?(Truefriend?)"

Fifi:"tloftlofeveryday"

Welaughed.Sheiscrazy,Tristandoesn'tcome

closetomymanshame.Thoughhehascutelipsby

Ntethelelo'shavethatthing.Hejusthasthatthing

thatyoujustdon'tknowwhereitcomesfrom.We

finishedlunchandwewentbacktowork.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Wefinishedhavinglunchandourlunchbreakwas

oversoFifiandIwentourseperatewaystoour

sections.Iwenttodomyusualcleaningaroundthe

garageandasIwasgettingdonethreecarsparked

upfront.Icouldseeitthroughtheglassedwalland

IstoodwithmymopandlookedatthemandIhave

neverseenthembefore,hecrouchedinfrontofhis

carlookingatsomethingandtheyseemtohave

sharedajokebecausetheyarelaughing.Someone

touchesmyshoulderandsnapsmebacktoreality.

Tristan:"areyouok?"

Me:"yesyouwantedustotalk?"

Tristan:"Iforgot"

Inodded.Iwasstillholdingthemop,theymade

theirwayin.



Tristan:"Gooddaysir"

Henoddedbutlookedatmeandhimatthesame

time.Ididn'tbackdownbecauseweweredoing

nothingwrong.Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Iwillbeinmyoffice,cametogetsome

paperwork"

Tristan:"Verywellsir.Iwillbeinmyoffice"

Henoddedandlookedatmeandwinkedbefore

walkingoffwiththesetwomenIdon'tknow.Iwas

sofocusedonthemuntiltheygotintheofficeand

Tristanwasnothereanymore.Iwenttoputthe

cleaningsuppliesawayandwentoutforfreshair.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Wearelookingintobeinginapropertybusinessas

theKhumalobrothers.IamwithZamaniand

Ayanda.Ayandaownsacompanythatdevelops

softwaresforAndroids.Mostlyworkswiththe



Healthdepartment.Zamaniisalawyer.Heowns

hisownfirm.Ihadtogetmyimportantdocuments

thatarehereintheoffice.Itdidn'tsitwellwithme

howTristanwaslookingatAndiswa.Whatturned

meonthoughishowshedidn'tbackdownfrommy

stareandlookedatmelikethat.

"Ntethelelo"

IwasbroughtbacktorealitybyAyanda.

Ayanda:"DaydreamingaboutMakoti?"

Me:"Unathi?"

Zamani:"Ibelieveso"

Theylaughed.Ijustopenedmysafe.

Ayanda:"Muhle(sheisbeautiful)"

Me:"Ubani?(Who?)"

Zamani:"uyislimanamhlanje?(Areyouafool

today?)"

Me:"nx"

Theyshooktheirheads.



Ayanda:"talktous"

Me:"theykissedwiththecolouredduringthe

weekendandsheconfessed"

Zamani:"Woah."

Me:"yeah"

Ayanda:"Don'tyouthinkit'sfairtotellher?"

Me:"NotnowAyanda"

HeraisedhishandsupandIgotmydocuments.I

thoughtoffsomethingandIsentmessageto

Andiswatocometomyoffice.Afewsecondslater

therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:"Comein"

Shecameinslowlylikeshewasbeinghershyself

andIchuckled.

Andiswa:"YousummonedmeMrK?"

Ayanda:"ooouhthrowinaMbulaziintheresisi"

Zamanilaughedandshewasred.

Me:"Ayandapleaseshutup"



Heraisedhishandsupinsurrender.

Me:"Andiswathesearemyolderbrothers.Ayanda

andZamaniKhumalo.

Shewavedallshy.Theylaughed

Zamani:"Ungasabisisi(don'tbescared)wedon't

bite"

Andiswa:"Noted."

Me:"pleasesitdownSugarplum"

Andiswa:"Ntethelelo"

Theylaughedassheblushedandsatdown.

Andiswa:"Ok"

Me:"Ithinkyoushouldquit"

Herfaceturnedsourthesametime.

Andiswa:"Angizwanga?(Excuseme?)"

Me:"babyIthinkyoushouldquitworkinghere"

Andiswa:"atwhatgroundsMrKhumalo"

Shewasfrowning.



Me:"idon'tfeelcomfortablewithyouworkingwith

Tristan"

Andiswa:"Pleaseclearifymore"

Shenowhasacalmlook.

Me:"Ijustdon'ttrusthimaroundyou"

Andiswa:"Canwetalkprivately?"

Ilookedatmybrother's.

Zamani:"Youwillfindusinthecar.Nicemeeting

youAndiswa"

Andiswa:"Nicemeetingyouaswell"

Shesmiledandtheywalkedoutclosingthedoor

anditdisappeared.

Andiswa:"Let'stalkabouthowyoufeelcauseit

seemsyouhavealotofsayinthis"

Shewasn'tlikeUnathi.Iexpectedaglassthrownat

meorscreamsbutshewascalmasever.

Me:"Iwon'tlie.Idon'tlikethatyouguyskissed"

Andiswa:"IamsorryIdidthat.Itwillneverhappen



againbutIcan'tquitmyjob.Itdoesalotforme"

Me:"Icandoalotforyou"

Andiswa:"Iknow.It'snicethatyouwanttotake

careofmeandcutethatyougetthisjealousbutI

wouldalsolikemyindependenceandmymarkhere

inthisworldassomethingoneday.Idon'twanna

dependonyouNtethelelo.Youarenotmyfather

,that'stheonlyhumanIwoulddependon

financiallyyouaremyboyfriendthat'sall"

Me:"it'showyouseeme?"

Andiswa:"Ntetheleloit'sjustthat.Idon'twanna

loosemyindependenceandIamnotquitingmyjob.

Thatfinal"

Shestoodupandcamemysideandspunmychair

aroundandlaidaperkonmylips.

Andiswa:"Imissedyou"

IshouldbeangrywithwhatshesaidbuthereIam

melting.Shelookedatmywrist.

Andiswa:"itsuitsyou,likeme"

Sheshowedmeherwristandwalkedtothedoor.



Me:"Andiswa"

Andiswa:"Mbulazi"

Fuckwhatisgoingon?Ican'tletthisgoeasily.

Me:"comebackhere."

Andiswa:"Ihavework.Iwillseeyouaftermyshift.

Iloveyou"

Sheopenedthedoorandwinkedthenwalkedout

closingthedoor.Ilookedatmypants.

Me:"fuckAndiswa"

Ispuninfrustration.Itookmycarkeysandlooked

atthephotoofUnathiandIputitdownandIwalked

out.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IwasactuallypissedatNtethelelo.Whathesaid



reallyruinedmyday,toactuallyaskmetoquithe

shouldreallyforgetitshame.Iwalkedoutjustto

takeawalkandhisbrotherswerebytheservice

areatalkingwithsomeguys.OnewhistledandI

lookedathimandhesignaledIshouldgotohim.I

huffedandIwenttothem.

Ayanda:"sotellusaboutyou"

Heseemedlikethenicetypebuthisbrotherwas

intimidating.Theywereplayingmusicand leaning

bythecar.Aren'ttheysupposedtobeatwork?

Ayanda:"relaxwedon'tbite,whoisAndiswa?"

Me:"well,AndiswaBhenguisthename"

Ayanda:"Youstoodyourlittlegroundonmy

brother"

Me:"Idon'tneedtodependonaman"

Zamani:"whatisthatyoudothenoryouworkhere?

"

Iswallowed.

Me:"Iamstudying.Lastyearinteaching"



Ayanda:"ohyouhavepatience"

Me:"yes"

Theynodded.Heletouthishand.

Ayanda:"Ilikeyou"

Zamani:"youain'tbad"

Me:"IsNtethelelothatjealous?"

Zamani:"youdidkissanotherguy"

Ayanda:"dude"

Me:"ohthat"

Zamani:"whythough?"

Me:"Iknowmebeingnewatdatingwon'tjustify

anything.IapologizedandIamtruetomyapology"

Ayanda:"canyoumarrymeinstead?"

WelaughedandNtethelelowalkedinandhestared

atme.

Ayanda:"Ilikeher"

Me:"Ihavetogoandwork."



Ntethelelo:"Iwillfetchyou"

InoticedandIwalkedoff

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Afterdoingmylastroundofwork.Alreadyalotof

thestaffmembershaveleft.IthinkTristanisstillin

hisoffice.IfinishedupandIthenwenttochange,I

sentatexttodadinforminghimthatIamgoing

withNtethelelo.IgotamessagefromNtethelelo

tellingmeheisoutside.ItookmybagandIwalked

outsayinggoodbyetothesecurityman.Isawhim

standingnexttohiscarwithhandsinhispocket

andIreachedhimandwelookedateachotherfora

while.



Ntethelelo:"aren'tyougonnagivemeakiss?"

Me:"doyoudeserveit?"

Iraisedmybrowandhechuckledandlookeddown

thensteppedforwardandheldmywaistbeforewe

sharedakiss.Godtheshiversthatwentdownmy

spineashisspicycolognefilledmynostrilsand

wentdowntomyclitoris.Imoanedinhismouth

andheletoutasmallgroanandIbrokeitand

placedmyhandsonhischestsinceIwasshorter

thanhimalot.

Ntethelelo:"Imissedyou"

Me:"Imissedyoumore"

HeperkedmyforeheadandIlaidmyheadinhis

chestandjustlistenedtohisheartbeat.

Ntethelelo:"IamsorryaboutwhatIsaidearlier."

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Let'sgofeedus"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"ok"



HeopenedthedoorandIgotinandthankedhim

andhewenttohissideandthenhedroveoff.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Mom.:"thatthingsmellsbadbaby"

Iliftedmyhandup.

Me:"wellIhavenochoicereallymom"

Qamo:"IstillwonderhowNtethelelolovesyour

attitude"

Wewereathome.Iwasvisitingandsittingalone

attimeswithmaidsfullinthehouseandyouhave

everydesignerclothingyoucanthinkofandsomeI

haven'tevenwornsoIamheretobondwithmy

familybutitseemslikeQamoalwayshas

somethingtosay.

Me:"That'stheoldmeQamo"



Shelaughedandputherjuicedown.Themaid

camewiththebiscuitsoutside.

Qamo:"YouwillneverchangeUnathi"

Mom:"enoughnow"

Shesippedonhertea.ItookoutmyphoneandI

hadamessagefromLondie.

Londie**weneedtomeetup***

Me***ok,Iamonmyway***

Londie***MeetmeinSandtonmall***

Me***Iamlazytodriveallthewayto

Johannesburg***

Londie**Justcome***

Igroanedandoutmyphoneinmybagandputmy

juicedown.

Me:"momIhavetoleave.Iammeetingupwitha

friend"

Mom:"Whenisyourscan?"

Me:"Nextweek"



ShenoddedandIkissedhercheekandsaidmy

goodbyesandImademywaytomycarandthenI

droveofftoJohannesburg.Londieisirritating

shame.AsIamdrivingItakeaglanceuptomy

ring.Iwouldneverforgetmyweddingday.

NtethelelomadeitthedreamweddingIwanteditto

beanditwasbigandtheeweddingthatwasdone

hereinGautengasawhole.Iwantedittobe

memorableofhowIlookedandhowpeoplewill

knowmefromit.Momlovedit,Qamoandhis

sister'sthoughtitwastoomuchwellIdidn'tcare.

Me:"WhenwasthelasttimeNtetheleloworehis

ring?"

Iquestionedmyself.Ihaven'tseenhimwearingit

forsometimenow.Iwonderwhereitis.

.

.

.

*MERCY*



Ihadjustcamefrommylectureandiwasdead

tired.Ihandedinmyassignmentsothat'sagood

relief.IastudyingtowardsCriminologyanddamn

it'sshowingmesometimes.Ihaveabusylife,A

student,Motherandawife.Ademandingwifeto

sandile.Igottothecaratthecampusparkinglot

andIplacedmylaptopandbagatthebagandI

closedthedoor.

"Youhavebeenawfullyquiettodaypartner"

Ijumpedandhithisshoulder.

Me:"Bayandadon'tdothat"

Hechuckled.

Bayanda:"youforgotthese"

Hesaidhandinghisnotes,hehelpsmeattimes

whenIgetswamped.

Me:"Thankyouskhokho"

Bayanda:"let'sgooutforicecreamatMusgrave"

Me:"Ican't.Iammeetingupwithmyhusband."

Iopenedthedoortothefrontseat.



Bayanda:"Iguesstomorrowthen"

Me:"honestlyIcan'tgooutwithyoulikethat.Our

interactionshouldendinschool"

Bayanda:"why?Youwillgetintroublewithhubby

?"

Me:"No,it'sjustthatIrespectmyhusband

becauseifhewastogooutwithanotherfemale

especiallyhisexIwouldn'tlikeit."

Iwasabouttoclosethedoorwhenheheldit.

Bayanda:"tellmeYolandaismine.IknowitMercy

"

Me:"byeBayanda"

Bayanda:"DamnyouMercy!Tellme!"

Me:"sheisnotyoursandthanksforthenotes."I

gavehimhisnotesandclosedthedoorthenstarted

thecarbeforedrivingoff.BayandaandIusedto

dateandmyonenighthappenedwithsandile.I

didn'tknowwhothebabydaddywasatthattime

becauseImessedwithtwoguysandIjustwent

withsandiletakingmychancesandthegodswere



withmeandYolandaishis.Shehashiseyesand

nose.Shejustlookslikeherfather.Ibreathedout

andtookmyphoneoutandcalledhim.

Sandile:"Baby"

Me:"areyouinameeting?"

Sandile:"yeahIaminone"

Me:"okIamcoming"

Sandile:"wewilltalkcauseyoudon'tsoundok"

Me:"Iamfinesandile"

Sandile:"Okbaby"

HehungupandIbreathedout.IdrovetoMusgrave

beforeIwenttoUmhlanga.

.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



Ipluggedinmysongswhilewewerecarriddingto

hisapartment.Imeanthisguychangescardalot

anddressesnicelybutwhydoesheliveinaflaton

hisown.Heshouldhaveahouse.Iwasplaying

H.E.R'ssongs.Iwassingingalong.

Me:"babythesoundofyou,betterthanahomie

(mmh)

Iwantyouoffmymind,andonme

Holdingmecloserthanwe'veeverbeenbefore

Thisain'tadream.You'reherewithme

Boyitdon'tgetnobetterthanyou,foryou

Iwannatakemytime,I'mnot

Iwannaloveyou,ineverykindofway

Iwannapleaseyou,nomatterhowlongittakes

Iftheworldcouldendtomorrowthenweonlyhave

today

I'mgonnaloveyou,ineverykindofway"

Ntethelelochuckledandlookedatme.



Me:"What?"

Hesmirked.

Ntethelelo:"nothing"

Ishookmyhead.Wegottohisplaceandgotout

andwemadeourwayinside.Iwentstraightforthe

kitchen

Me:"freshenup"

Ntethelelo:"yesmam"

Hekissedmycheekandwalkedoff.Iwashedmy

handsandstartedwiththecooking.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IfinallygottoSandtonmallandIwastiredalready.

IsawLondieandIIwenttotakeaseatonhertable

Me:"youcalled"

Iputmybagonthetable.



Londie:"howhaveyoubeen?"

Me:"goodwhy?"

Londie:"youknowthatchomieIloveyouright?"

Me:"whatisgoingon?"

Londie:"this"

Shetookoutherphoneandshowedmephone

conversationsbetweenthegirlsinthegroup.This

newgirlIdidn'tknowsaidthatherMntungwais

patientwithwaitingonherbeforeshehassex.

Me:"sowhatdoesithavetodowithme?"

Londie:"youdidsayNtetheleloisoff"

Me:"yeahandwesorteditout.It'smybehaviour"

Londie:"let'slookintohermysteriousman."

Me:"youknowMntungwaisasurnameaswell

right?"

Londie:"GodUnathiIneedsomewine."

ShecalledthewaiterandItookherphoneand

scrolled.Thisgirldidn'ttalkmuchbuthereand



there.Shediddropherpicturethoughandsheisa

beautifulnaturalbeautybutfatshame.Iclickedmy

tongueandoutthephonedown.

Ntethelelowon'tcheatonmewithafatthingif

that'sif.HowwillhecarrythatPhumba?

Me:"Ineedaglassofwine"

ShepouredwineformeandIdrankup.

Me:"let'slookintoher.

Londie:"(smiling)Iknewyouwouldbeonboard.

IhopeNtetheleloisnotcheatingonmebecause

hellwillbreak.Iwon'tletabitchtakehim.Noteven

afatone.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

AfterIwasdonecooking.Iwashedmyhandsand



dishedupforNtethelelo.Hewasonhisphone

whilehewaswatchingmecookatthesametime.I

tookhisphonefromhishandsandhejumpedto

takeitbutIputitontopofthefridgeandhetickled

me.

Me:"Mntungwano"

Ntethelelo:"youcouldhavecalledme."

Me:"iwantyourattention."

Ntethelelo:"comehere"

Heheldmywaistandwesharedakissandhe

pressedmeonthefridgewithhisforeheadonmine.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyouMbulazi"

Iranmyhandsonhisarmsandhekissedmy

foreheadandthennosetipandIgiggledandhe

perkedmylipsbeforehefullykissedmeandI

returnedit.OurtonguesintertwiningandIam

gettingbetterandbetterwiththiskissingbusiness.

Hishandswereonmybuttandhesqueezeditabit

andImoanedandhedecidedtopickmeupwith



ease.Myhandswenttohisneckandhairandmy

legswrappedaroundhiswaist.Hegotinthe

bedroomandhelaidmeinbedandhekissedmy

neckandmybreathinghinched.Icouldfeelthe

fuzzynessbetweenmythighs.Hishandswent

undermywhitevestandreachedmybralesschest

andsqueezedmynipplesandImoanedaswell.He

lookedmeinmyeyesandIreturneditbeforehe

kissedmylipstakingmyclothesoffslowly.He

reachedmyunderwearandtookitoffaswellandI

wasnakedunderhim.Thewayhewascaressing

mybodyandkissingandworshipingitleftalotof

bubblesinmystomach.Hedidcirculatedhis

thumbonmyclitorisandImoanedtothepleasure

thatsuccumbedtomywholebodyandreachedmy

toes.One,twofingersinsidemywholeandI

squirmedholdinghisshoulders

Me:"ithurtsabit"

Henoddedandtookoutoneandheslowlymovedit

insideme.ThepainbecamepleasureandIfound

myselfrubbingmyselfandsqueezingmybreasts

whilemybreathingwasheavy.Hekissedthespace



betweenmybreastsandthatwavecametoo

quicklyformylikingbutthereleasewasamazing.

Hepulledhisfingeroutandperkedmylips.Hetook

offhisclothesaswellandwhatIsawmademe

swallow.Isthathisprivatearea?Hegetsontopof

meandwearebothnakedandkissing.Hebreaksit

andhepositionshimself.

Me:"Iamscared"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:'wecanstop"

Me:"no,goonMntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"areyousure?"

Inoddedandheperkedmylips.Hetookacondom

anditwasinhishand.Heopenedmylegsabit

widerandIfelthistiprubonmyprivatearea.I

moanedandheldontohim.Ihaveneverfeltso

muchpleasureinmylife.Itwaslikehewastaking

meintoanotherworld.Ifelthimpenetratehimand

Iclosedmyeyesasitwasunbearable.

Ntethelelo:"iamsorrybaby.Itwillbeoversoon.



Inoddedandhekissedmylipswhilerubbingmy

clitandthattookmeawayfromthepain.He

stoppedandhelookedatme.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoumoreMbulazi"

Hesmiledandperkedmylipsbeforemovinginside

ofmegently.Thepainwasstillthere.

Ntethelelo:"relaxbaby"

Itriedtoandthat'swhenpleasurestartedtokickin

aswell.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhimashe

movedslowlyinsideme.

Me:"ohmmh"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouAndiswa,neverdoubtthat.

Neverdoubtme.Youaremine"

Me:"Iamyours!"

Ntethelelo:"Iamyours"

Me:"Aahyouaremine!"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyousugarplum"



Hekissedmyforeheadandhethrusteddeeperand

hispaceincreasedsoasthepleasurewhilehis

headwasburiedbymyneckashewaskissingit.

ShiversweregoingdownmyspinealotandIloved

him,Ilovehimdeeperthanbefore.ItrusthimandI

don'tseemyselfwithouthim.

.

.

SorrytowritethesexualsceneherebutIwaslazy

towriteitinthegrouptoday.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert28

Iwokeupwitharmswrappedaroundme.In

betweenmythighsit'sburning.Iadjustmyeyes

andIlookbesidemeandNtetheleloisholdingme.



Heisindeepsleepbythelook.Itakesometimeto

lookathimandhehasboldfeatures.Icaresshis

cheekandperkhisthicklipsandIsmiletomyself.I

can'tbelieveIlostmyvirginityyesterdayanditwas

themostmagicalnightforme.Ilikeditslow.Iliked

itroughandwewentallnightlong.Iamglad

NtetheleloandIdatedaftermy21storIwouldbe

cryingnow.Idon'tregretanythingwithhimatthis

moment.Heopenedhiseyesandhecarefully

lookedatme.Asmirkcurveduponhislipsandhe

perkedmine.

Ntethelelo:"morningsthandwaSam"

Me:"MorningMbulazi"

Wesharedyetanotherkiss.

Me:"myprivateareaisburningandIhavework"

Ntethelelo:"takeadayoff"

Me:"haah.Iamnotfallingforthatagain"

IrolledoffthebedandIwalkedtothedoorandhe

waslaughing.

Me:"somethingwrong?"



Ntethelelo:"irippedyouapartdidn'tI?"

Hegotoffthebednaked.

Me:"youhavenoidea"

Hechuckledandpickedmeup.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Hedidn'tcomeback.DamnIamgoingtokill

someonetoday.IcheckthisgirlonFacebookand

InstagramandIonlyfindheronFacebook.Nothing

muchjustherface.Iclickedmytongueandwent

toNtethelelo'sInstagramandseemslikeit'sstillthe

same.Nosignsofcheatingoranythingbutwhydid

hesleepout?Hehasneverdonethat.Isitdownon

thecouchanddrinksomewater.Ihatebeing

pregnant.Ican'tevendrinkmyangeraway.Itake

myphoneandIcallhimyetitgoesunanswered.

Me:"DamnitNtethelelopickup!"



Ithrewtheglassacrosstheroomandshatteredon

thewall.Tearsnearedmyeyes.Ican'tloosehim,i

won'tloosehim.Iwipedmytears.

Me:"Letmegosearchforhim"

ItookmycarkeysandIwalkedout.

.

.

*MERCY*

Iwasinthekitchencooking.Ihadnoclassestoday

andSandilefetchedYolandayesterday.Todayhe

saidhewillbeworkingfromhomeandIwashappy

tohavehimaround.Therewasabuzzfromthe

gateandthesecuritywilltakecareofit.Sandile

Hasn'tgivenmeavalidanswerofhisKatenights

soIwillkeeponassumingorfindoutthetruthon

myveryown.ThedoorbellwasrangandIgroaned.

Yolanda:"Mommysomeoneisatthedoor!"

Me:"babycomehere!"



"Aren'tyouacutie?"

Heelsclickedandmadetheirwaytomykitchenand

Iheldmyknifetightlyasshewasacrossmewitha

connivingsmile.Shewasinwhitepantssuitanda

blackshirthalfdone.Herbunwasmessyandher

redlipstickwasbrightenough.

Pearl:"MrsZuma"

Me:"Youhavenorespect"

Pearl:"Irangthedoorbell"

Me:"whatdoyouwant?"

Sherunshermanicuredfingeronherredlipand

looksatme.

Pearl:"IamhereforSandile"

Wesharedastaringcontest.Shewasenjoyingand

Iwantedheroutofmyhouse.

"Baby,howisthat....."

Hewalkedinandlookedatus.

Sandile:"Pearlwhatareyoudoinghere?"



Pearl:"ineedtotalktoyouprivately"

Iclickedmytongueandturnedoffthestoveand

walkedouttakingoffmyapron.PearlisSandile's

exthatIhatesomuch.Thedisrespecttocomein

myhouselikethat.Igotinmybedroomand

Sandilewasshoutingafterme.Hewalkedin.

Sandile:"Let'stalk"

Hesaidclosingthedoor.

Me:"ufunanilah?(Whatisshedoinghere?)"

Sandile:"Idon'tknowbaby"

Me:"getheroutofmyhouse.Getheroutofour

livesbeforeshedoesdamagetous."

Sandile:"shewon't"

Me:"Idon'tlikeitsandile,myexhasnevershown

uphere.Sheisdisrespectingme!"

Sandile:"Iknow"

Hetriedtostepcloser.

Me:"don'teven.Getherout!"



Iwalkedtotheclosetangry.Thisisreallypissing

meoff.Isighandsitdownwhilecrying.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

IhadthemostamazingtimewithAndiswa.Iwish

wecouldlockourselvesandspendthedaylove

makingandcuddling.Ichuckledatthethought.

Alotwouldbesaidatthatmoment.It'sdifferent

withAndiswa.Sheisanindependenttypethat

doesn'tneedamanbyherattitudethatshegaveto

meyesterdaybutshegivesyouyourplatformtobe

themaninherlifeemotionallyandphysically.

Unathi,Idon'tloveheranyless.Istillloveherthe

samewayIlovedherbackthenandevennow,her

firespiritiswhatattractedmeandturnsmeonat

timesbutitgetstoomuchforme.IsighasIdrive

inthedriveway.Myarmandshoulderaregettinga

bitbetterandIcanhandledrivingbetternow.Iget

outofthecarandImakemywayinsidethehouse



andshehasicecreamandtissueswithjuiceon

thetable.Shehasbeencryinganditbreaksmy

heart.

Me:"baby"

Shelooksatmeandsniffs.Isitnexttoher.

Unathi:"wherehaveyoubeen?"

Me:"Iamsorry."

Unathi:"areyoucheatingonme?"

Me:"babygivemeareasonforit"

Unathi:"Idon'tknowso.Iamsorryformy

behaviour."

Me:"Iamsorryfornotansweringyourcalls.Iwas

swampedinwork"

Shelaidherheadonmychest.Thiswasthefirst.

Shewouldhavethrownatantrum.Iremovedthe

hairfromherfaceandkissedherforehead.

Me:"Howismybabygirl?"

Unathi:"ihavebeenspotting"



IfrownedbecauseIdon'tknowwhatthatis.

Unathi:"it'slikeIwentonmyperiods"

Me:"didyougototheDr?"

Unathi:"yes.Hesaidit'snormalbutmystress

levelsshouldbelow"

Me:"Iamsorrybaby"

Iperkedherlips.

Unathi:"IloveyouNtethelelo.Idon'twannaloose

you"

Me:"youwon'tbaby"

Ihuggedherandsheheldonme.Sheseems

vulnerable.Iwillneverleaveher.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert29

ItwasachillifridaymorningandIwasgetting

dressedandreadyforwork.Iamsoexcitedatthe

sametime.Tomorrowit'sgoingtobeNtethelelo's

birthdayandwewillsharetheexperiencetogetherif

hedoesn'tgohome.It'sbeenwhatnow?4months

andIamstillworkingwhereIamworking.Thesex

life,letmejustsaywowandleaveitlikethatfor

now.IgetupfrommybedandItakemybagandI

walkoutofftheroomandwenttothekitchenIgot

inandtherewaslunchalreadydoneformeandI

knowdadhasletearlyforwork.Winter,it's

creepinginandIaminneedofmybaeclosetome

andwarmingmefromthecold.Ilaughatmyself

thinkingthat.Iwouldn'tthinkIwouldbeherein

lovewiththisman.Heisamazingandhasn'tgiven

meareasontodoubthimatall.Imadeasandwich

formeasIamhungryandteaandIsatdownand

ate.AfterIwasdoneItookmylunchandmademy

wayoutlockingtocatchataxigoingtowork.I

arrivedandIhavedistancedmyselfabitfrom



TristanbecauseofNtethelelo'sinsecuritiesand

jealousy.Heshouldn'tbejealousreally.WhenIgot

offthetaxiIwalkedinmyworkplaceandhewas

inspectingthecars.Iswallowedwhateveritwas

andIgreetedhim.

Me:"HiMrBrown"

Isaidwaving.

Tristan:"MsBhengu"

Henoddedwithacutesmile.Those.....letmejust

keepittomyself.Iwenttogoandchange.Refilwe

sentamessagestatingthatshewon'tbeavailable

todaybecauseletlogonoloissick.Shame.Iwish

himaspeedyrecovery.Iseeamessagefrom

MercyandIclickedonit.

Mercy:"Whydidyouexitthegroup?"

Me:"toomuchdrama"

Mercy:"AmandawasjustputtingLondieinher

place,itdoesn'tinvolveyou"

Me:"Iamnotawiferemember"

Mercy:"Butyouaredatingthismysteriousguy"



Me:"it'snotamysteriousguyhawu.It'sMbulazi"

Mercy:"that'snotaname."

Shesends.IlookatitandbitmybottomlipbeforeI

type.

Me:"HisnameisNtetheleloKhumalo"

Shereceivesandopensitandit'sabluetick.Isend

anotherone.

Me:"IhaveneverfeltthishappyMercy"

Shetypes.

Mercy:"IamsohappyforyouAndiswa"

Me:"Ihavetogowork"

Mercy:"ok.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumost"

IlogoutandswitchoffmydatabeforeIgoandtake

mycleaningsuppliesandIwalkoutandTristanis

nowinhisoffice.Istarttomopandcleanuphere

,that'swhatIampaidforanyway.

.



.

*MERCY*

Me:"that'snotaname."

Shetypes.

Andiswa:"HisnameisNtetheleloKhumalo"

Thatmomentagainreplaysinmyhead.Ididn't

knowwhattosay.Mybodyjustfroze,maybesheis

referringtoanotherNtetheleloKhumalo,not

Unathi'shusband.Thatguywouldnevercheatand

youcouldseeit.Heisnotthattype.Maybeit's

someoneelse.Alotofpeopleintheworldshare

samenameandsurnamebutnoman.Whydidwe

seeNtetheleloathermemulo.OhmyGod!Itake

myphoneandIcallsandile.

Sandile:"missmealready"

Me:"Weneedtotalk.Iamcomingthere"

Sandile:"okseeyouthen"

IhangupandIstareatmyphone.Ilookat



Andiswa'sprofilepicandshelookshappy.Thiswill

shatterhersoverymuch.Idon'tknowwhat'sto

come.IgotoffmybedandIwenttothebathroom

andItookaquickshower.AfteroneIgotoutand

gotdressedintracksuits.DurbanJulyistomorrow

soIamthinkingofinvitingAndiswa.Maybeitwill

confirmmysuspicion.Itookmybagandcarkeys

andIwalkedoutofthehouseandgotinmycarand

droveofftooUmhlanga.

.

.

*UNATHI*

DR:"thereisthelittleoneMrsKhumalo.Youare

doingwellsofar."

IsmiledandNtethelelowaslostinhisworldof

seeinghisbaby.HekissedmyforeheadandI

smiled.

Ntethelelo:"thankyoubaby"

Me:"yousaythatineveryappointment"



Ntethelelo:"IwillsayitEverytimeIseeourchild"

Ismiledandkissedhislips.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyoutoo."

Hewipedthegeloffmystomachandhelpedmeoff

thebed.Mystomachwasshowingabitandit

confirmsthatIam4monthspregnant.

Dr:"IsuggestyouFamiliarizeyourselfwithdoing

yogaasanexcersieandtakingbirthingclassesto

prepare."

Ntethelelo:"Ithinksotoo.ThankyouDr"

Dr:"mypleasureMrKhumalo,seeyouinournext

appointment"

Westoodupfromourchairsandwewalkedout

holdinghands.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"baby"

Me:"whydon'tyouwearyourringanymore?"



Ntethelelo:"Imisplacedit.Iamgonnabuyanew

one"

Me:"ohok"

Ikissedhischeek.Hesmiledandopenedthedoor

tothecarformeandIgotinandhewenttohisside

andgotinbeforedrivingoff.Ihavebeen

investigatingthisAndiswagirlandsheistheonly

child,Daddiesgirlandsheis21yearsaswell.She

worksatNtethelelo'sVolkswagenbranchasa

cleaner.Ilookedathim.

Hewouldn'tdateher.YesIdidn'tfindanythingto

pinthemifsheisreferringtomyhusbandandshe

isyoungforNtetheleloaswell.Thatwouldbea

leveldownonmethathecheatedwithsomeone

whois11yearsyoungerthanme.Ireallyhopehe

isn'toritreallywon'tendwell.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



Havinglunchalonewasverydepressingbutone

thingIamlookingforwardtotomorrowit's

Ntethelelo'sbirthday.Idon'tknowwhattogethim

ashehasmorethanIcanaffordalreadybutIwill

trymakeitsomethingmeaningfulandspecial.My

phoneranganditwashim.Ismiledandputmy

lunchboxdownandIanswered.

Me:"Hello"

Ntethelelo:"WhatdidIsayaboutthat?"

Igiggled

Me:"Mbulazi"

Ntethelelo:"therewegosthandwaSan.Howare

you?"

Ibreathout.

Me:"Iamgood.Havinglunchalone"

Ntethelelo:"that'snotright"

Isigh.

Ntethelelo:"BabyIwon'tbeabletoseeyou

tomorrow"



Me:"aw"

Youcan'thidethedisappointmentfrommyvoice.

Ntethelelo:"Yeah.Ihavetogohome."

Ne:"Iunderstand.Imightgohomethen"

Ntethelelo:"tovisityourgrandmother?"

Ne:"no"

Ntethelelo:"tovisityourfriend?"

Me:"yeahshehasbeencallingmeformonthsnow

"

Ntethelelo:"uyazingiyakuthanda(youknowIlove

you)"

Igiggled.

Me:"iknow.Iloveyoutoo"

Ntethelelo:"Ihavetogobaby."

HehangupandItookmylunchandfinishedit

beforeIstoodupandwenttocarryonwithwork

feelingsomberallofasudden.Iwon'tbewithhim

tomorrowthenIguess.Byetomyplans.



.

.

.

*MERCY*

IgottoSandile'scompanyandImademywayIn

withoutevengreetingthereceptionist.Ipassedhis

paandIjustbathedinhisofficeandheliftedhis

headupfromthelaptop.

Sandile:"(smirking)thereisnoonehere"

Me:"nx"

Iputmybagdownandstartedpacingupanddown.

Hestoodupandhecameandheldmywaist.

Sandile:"whatisitbaby?"

Istopped.

Me:"IthinkAndiswaisdatingNtethelelo.

Isighedheavilyandhecursed.

Sandile:"fuck!Iwarnedhimtonotgoafterherand



hedoes"

Me:"youknew?"

Sandile:"IsawthewayhewaslookingatAndiswa

thatdayandIsawitinhiseyesthathewantsher."

Me:"andyoukeptquietsandile?"

Sandile:"Iwarnedhimbutmywarningwasn't

enough"

Me:"ohmyGodkillmenow"

Ilaidonthecouch.ThisisAndiswa'sfirst

boyfriendandsheisgonnabreakfromthis.

Me:"Iamscared."

Hecomesandsitsbyme.

Sandile:"wecantellherthetruth"

Me:"no,Iwanthertoseeitforherself"

Sandile:"meaning?"

Me:"youwillsee"

Atextcamein.

Andiswa:"IwillcometotheDurbanJulythen"



Me:"ok"

Irepliedandlookedatatsandile

Me:"sheiscoming"

Sandile:"itwon'tendwell"

Me:"Iknow"

Iamscaredformyfriend.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IwaspackingawaymyChannelshoeswhen

Ntethelelowalkedinthebedroomfromthestudy

andhekissedmycheek.

Ntethelelo:"youareready!"

Me:"it'saboutyou"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"yeah"



Me:"sowhichcarsaregonnabeshowcased"

Ntethelelo:"Youwillseeliketherest.Didyouget

yourdress?"

Me:"yeahandmanyotherthingsforyourbirthday"

Heholdsmywaistandperksmylips.

Ntethelelo:"meaning.?"

Me:"Youaregonnasee"

Ntethelelo:"can'twait."

Hechuckledandwsharedakiss.

Ntethelelo:"weneedtoleave.Ourflightisin30

minutes"

Me:"ok"

IsipupmybagandIputmycoatonbeforewewalk

outleavingourmaids.Theguardsareloadingour

bagsandthedriverwilldriveus.Heopensthedoor

formeandIthankhimandgetinandhegoestohis

sideandgetsinthenthedrivergetsinandthecar

goestotheairport

.



.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert30

IgothomeandDadwasherealready.Iwenttohug

andkisshischeek.Helookedatmewithaworried

look.

Dad:"whatiswrong?"

Me:"nothing.IamgoingtoDurban"

Dad:"ohok,didyoutellMercy?"

Me:"yesIdid.Whoareyougonnastaywith?"

Dad:"yourSisterwifeandherdaughter"

Me:"sisterwi......"

Noisecamefromthelounge.



"Andiswa!"

IpeakedanditwasSiyamthandaandAunty

Jabulile.Irantohugthem.

Me:"youarehere.WhydoIalwaysherelastwhen

peoplecometovisit?"

Theylaughed.

Jabulile:"smallone"

Shesaidandwehugged.

Me:"Iamnotleavinganymore"

Dad:"youaregoing"

Me:"but..."

Dad:"youpromisedMercyalready"

Me:"dadkodwa(dadthough)"

Dad:"gopack.Iwillboilbathingwaterforyou"

Igroaned.

Siyamthanda:"comeon.Iwillhelp"

Shepushedmetomyroomandshewenttothe

wardrobeandtookoutmypurplebigsuitcase.



Me:"Justfortheweekend"

Siyamthanda:"Iknow"

ShestartedpackingandIshookmyheadbeforeI

helpedher.Wepackedwinterclothesandsome

summerjustincase.Afterweweredone.Dad

walkedinwithmybathingwaterandIthankedhim

beforetheywalkedoutandstrippedandtookabath.

AfteroneIgotdressedinmynavylongsleeve

dresswithmyanklebootsandadenimjacketanda

hatonmyhair.Afterbrushingitinapushback.I

wenttodiscardthewaterandItookmyphonethat

wasinthechargerandmybagandsuitcase.

Siya:"IrequestedforyouandIwillpay"

Me:"oouuuhthanks"

Wegiggled.

Jabulile:"don'tbekissingDurbanlips."

Me:"auntyJabsthatwas4monthsago!"

Shelaughed.Sheenjoysteasingme.Thedriver

helpsmeloadmythingsandIhugdad

Me:"Iloveyou"



Dad:"Iloveyoutoo.Behave"

InoddedandkissedhischeekandgotintheUber.I

wavedbeforeitdroveofftotheairport.Mercyis

quickyho.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

IknowthatAndiswaisdisappointedthatIwon'tbe

abletospendmybirthdaywithherandprobably

shehasplannedsomethingformebutIcan'tmiss

theDurbanJuly.MynameisonthelinehereandI

havetobeprofessional.WorkfirstatthispointifI

couldsay.UnathiissleepingonmychestandI

playwithhercheekandIsigh.Iwon'tlie.Being

withAndiswahasbeenablissandIthinksheis

runningoffUnathiinawayorinherdistanceway.

UnathiisstillthatsameUnathibutshetriestocalm

herselfdownattimes.Itakeoutmyringfrommy

pocketandIlookatit.Ipromisedtonevertakeit

outbuthereitisinmyhandandnotinmyfinger.



Driver:"Tothehotelsir?"

Me:"yestothehotel"

HenoddedandIoutitawayandIlookedoutside

thewindow.WehavearrivedinDurbanandthe

oceanlookswonderfulandisthewonderfulview

aroundhere.Wegottothehotelandthecarparked

andIshookUnathiabit.

Unathi:"mmmh"

Me:"wakeupbaby"

Shesitsupandstretchesherselfandshelooksat

mewithafrown.ShehopeoutandIdothesame

beforewegoandcheckin.Wearegiventhekeys

andwegotoourroom.Unathijustgoestobedand

Igotothebalconyinoursuiteandlookout.My

phonerings.

Me:"Hello"

Vuyani:"wearebythepool.Thegentsarehereas

wellwiththeladies.Haveyouarrived?

Me:"yes"

Vuyani:"comeandhavesomedrinksthen"



Me:"Iwill"

IhungupandIgotinandkissedUnathi'scheek

beforeIwalkedouttogojointheminthedrinks.

.

.

.

*MERCY*

WewereinvitedfordrinksatthehotelandIwasn't

keensinceIheardtheNtethelelonewsandIknowif

IseehimIwilljustgoballisticbutsandilesayswe

shouldgoforpracticebeforewemessthingsup

tomorrow.Andiswatextedmeafewhoursago

sayingsheisonherwaytotheairportandIwas

happyaboutthat.Vuyaniwasmakingalotofnoise

withhislaughteraswewalkedinandIsawthe

ladieshavingdrinksbythepoolside.Sandilekissed

mycheek.

Sandile:"yougonnabeok?"

Me:"yesIwillbe."



Iwalkedtowheretheladieswereandtheygreeted.

Landiswa:"Hi,comehugImissedyouDurbanball"

Theylaughedandwehugged.Shegivesoutwarm

hugs.Iguessitbeingamomtoalotofkids.

Me:"Ineedadrinktounwind"

IsatdownandAmandahandedmeaglassofwine.

Palesa:"troubleinparadise?"

Me:"school"

HerandLandiswa:"don'tmentionit"

Landiswa:"itwashardmanagingthetriplets,my

unknowngift,marriageandNkonzo'sleavingswith

schoolbutImadeit"

Noma:"yeahwithAmandaintroducingyouto

alcohol"

Amanda:"shethankedme.Looknowyouare

whereyouarewithit"

Welaughed.

Me:"whereisUnathi?"



Zama:"Ntethelelosaidsheisasleep."

Me:"ok"

Igulpedmywine.

Kwazi:"Ihavebought2dressesthisyear.Idon't

wantwhathappenedlastyeartohappenagain"

Somiraculouslyherdressgotruinedlastyearby

bleech.Shecouldn'tgosoMuzistayedwithheras

well.Idon'treallyknowwhathappenedandwhodid

itbutLondieandUnathiaremysuspects.The

guyscomeandjoinus.Wesharehugsand

greetingsandwesitdownalltogether.Weshare

drinksandloveisjustfilledinthereairasyoucould

seesomearenotevenwithus.Wellsowasusas

well.MyphoneranganditwasAndiswa.Iexcused

myselfandIwentfarawayfromthecrowd.

Me:"mntase"

Andiswa:"Iamattheairport"

Me:"okwearecomingmanje"

Andiswa:"yousoundoff,areyouok?"

Isigh



Me:"yes.It'sYolandashewasn'tokwhenwe

droppedheroffathergrandparents."

Andiswa:"shamemybaby."

Me:"Iamcoming"

Andiswa:"ok.Wehavealotofcatchinguptodo"

Ifakeasmile

Me:"yeahmntase.Letmecome.Iamonmyway"

Ihungupandwalkbacktothem.

Me:"wehavetoleaveunfortunately"

Ntombi:'why?"

Me:"ourdaughterisnotwell"

Amanda:"Awushame.Hopesiswillbeok"

Me:"thanks.Wewillseeyouguystomorrow"

Wewavedandtookourthingsandwalkedout.

Sandile:"wearegoingtofetchAndiswa?"

Me:"yes"

Sandile:"howareyoubaby?"



Me:"shattered.Idon'tknowhowshewillfeel

causeitwillbe10timesworsethanhowIfeel"

Hehuggedme.

Sandile:"Iwillmarryherforyousoshewon'tgo

throughhurtanymore"

Igiggled.

Me:"youwoulddothat?"

Sandile:"ofcause.Sheismylittlesister"

welaughedandkissed.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Sandile:"Iloveyoutoo."

Hestartedthecarandhedroveofftotheairport.

Wearrivedthereandshewaswaitingtappingon

herphone.Shelooksbeautifulandabitthickerin

therightplacesthough.Igetoutofthecarandgo

toherandweshareahug.

Andiswa:"youattackedme"

Shegiggled.



Me:"Imissedyou"

Andiswa:"Imissedyouaswell"

Webrokethehug

Sandile:"Mfaziwamwesibili(mysecondwife)"

Andiswa:"lookslikeIwillmarryyouandleavemy

boyfriend"

Welaughedandtheyhugged.

Andiswa:"IseeMercyusfeedingyou"

Me:"Ialwaysfedhim"

Andiswa:"noyoudidn't"

Me:"Iwon'targuewithyou"

Shelaughedandwegotinthecarwhilesandile

loadedhersuitcaseandhegotinafteranddrove

home.

Me:"soyourdressisready"

Andiswa:"Ihaveadress?"

Me:"yes,whatdidyouexpectkanti?"

Shelaughed.



Andiswa:"okmntase"

Ishookmyhead.Ihopethatit'snotthisNtethelelo

pleaseGod.Idon'twantherglowtobedimmed

overaguy.Whywouldhedothisthough?

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IwaswokenupinthemorningbyMercy.HonestlyI

wasenjoyingmysleepinthiscomfortablebedbut

herjumpingonitreallywasnotgonnahappen

anymorethatIsleepagain.

Me:"Mercyumdala(Mercyyouareold)"



Shestops.

Mercy:"wakeup,wehavealottodo.Likehairand

nails."

Me:"isitawedding.?"

Mercy:"nobutwearegonnabeintheVIPwith

celebsandall"

Me:"whydidIcome?"

Mercy:"becauseyouloveme.Come"

Sheperksmylipsandgetsoffthebed.Irolloutof

thebedaswellandIcheckmyphoneandIcall

Ntethelelobutitgoestovoicemail.Maybeheisstill

asleep.ImakemybedandIgotothebathroom

andtakeashoweraswell.AfteroneIgetdoneand

Ilotionedandmercygotinwithplasticandplacedit

onthebed.

Me:"whatisthatnow?"

Mercy:"ladyunderwear.It'sblacksoitwillgowell

withyourdress"

Me:"thisisthelasttimeIamcomingtothis"



Mercy:"suckup"

IrollmyeyesandIwearthisnewunderwear.It

wassexyshame.MyphonerangandIwentand

tookitandasmilecreptuponmyfaceandIwore

mygownandwalkedouttothebuildingandlooked

attheviewofDurbanasIanswered.

Me:"Mbulazib"

Ntethelelo:"sugarplum"

Me:"Happy1stbirthdaywithmeSthandwaSam"

Iwassmilingfromeartoear.

Ntethelelo:"Thankyoubaby.Ireallyappreciateit.

Iknowyouwantedtodosomethingforme."

Me:"yesIdidbutyouhavetobeathome"

Ntethelelo:"Ipromisetomakeituptoyou"

Hesighed.

Me:"areyouok?"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouAndiswaandyoushowedme

adifferentangletolife"



Me:",IloveyoutooNtethelelo.Thankyouforloving

me"

Ntethelelo:"Ishouldbetheonethankingyou.I

havetogo"

Me:"enjoyyourday"

Ntethelelo:"Iwilltryto"

Webothlaughedbeforehehungup.Iwalkedback

inandMercywaswaitingforme.

Mercy:"theyhavearrived"

Me:"ok"

Ibitmybottomlipsmilingaswewalkedtotheother

guestroomanditwastransformedasourchanging

room.Thereweretwoladiesandrefreshments.

Ooouhthisisnice.Wesatdownandonestarted

withmynailswhiletheotheronewasdoingMercy's

hair.

Me:"Thisishighclassmmm"

Welaughed.

Mercy:"Mngoh"



Me:"yesMngoh"

Mercy:"Tellmeaboutyourboyfriend.Howhe

treatsyouandall"

Idrankmyjuice.

Me:"Heisamazing.Heisverydifferentaswell,he

treatsmewithcareandholdsmelikeIamgoingto

vanish.HelovesmeandIlovehim"

Mercy:"Soundlikeyouareinlove"

Me:"soverymuch"

Isippedonmyjuice.

Mercy:"Don'trushanythingok?Don'tgiveyourself

fullyuptohim"

Ikeptquiet.

Mercy:"Whyareyouquiet?"

Me:"Noreason"

Ididn'twannatellherthatwehavesleptnumerous

timesbecauseshewillgoballistic.

Me:"Ilikethatweaveonyou"



Mercy:"Thanksbabes"

Wewerepamperedandprepared.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iamsohappythatmydressfitsmeandmy

stomachisnicelyvisibleandcuteaswell.

Ntetheleloisalreadydressedinhissuitandhe

looksdapper.Makesmefallinlovewithhimall

overagain.Onethingthat'sirritatingthoughisthis

dryingbraceletonourwristsbutshowsheisazulu

man.Iwalkuptohimandstandbehindhimand

kisshisneck.IcanreachitbecauseIamalmosthis

height.

Me:"happybirthdayMntungwa"

Heturnedaroundandkissedme.

Ntethelelo:"thankyoubaby"

Herubbedmystomach.



Me:"Ihaveasurpriseforyou"

Iwenttotakehispresent.IboughtGucciSlippers

andGuccisunglassesforhim.Igaveittohimand

hekissedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"thankyoubabyIloveit"

Ismiled.Hisphonerangandhetookitand

answered.

Ntethelelo:"weareonourwayout.......ok"

Hehungup.

Ntethelelo:"weshouldgetgoing.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyoutoo"

Itookmyclutchbagandwemadeourwayout.I

waswearingagreendressthatreachedmyknees.

ItwaslongshortsleevesandhadLacydetailedthat

formedaV-neck.Diamondearringsandbracelet

withmywhiteVersaceheels.Myweavewaslong

andstraight.Wegotinthecarandifdroveoffto

wheretheDurbanJulywillbetakingplace.Iamnot

nervousandusedtothesethings.Iwaschattingto



Londieaboutwheretheyareandshesaidtheyhave

arrived.WehavearrivedaswellandNtethelelo

opensthedoorformeandIhopedoutandthanked

him.Ihookedmyarmwithhisandwemadeour

wayinwithflasheseverywhereandwewereasked

questionsaswellonwhodressedusandwe

answeredthem.Thisismylifepeople.Thelifeof

thesetypeofevents

.

.

.

*MERCY*

WhenAndiswasaidthatsheloveshim.Iknewit

wasdoombutgoodthingshehasn'tsleptwithhim

orifcouldhavebeenworse.Iwasgettingmynails

done.Ihasashortgreyweavethatwillmatchmy

frostygreydress.Mynailsweregonnabenudein

colourwithatouchofwhitelikeit'sfadingabit.I

waslookingatherchattingherwaythroughher

phoneastheyinstalledalongcurlyweaveonher



head.Sheisalwaysanaturalandshelovesitbut

todayIwanthertoturnheads.

Andiswa:"Dadsendshislove"

Me:"Ilovehimtoo"

Myphoneranganditwassandileanditookit.

Me:"baby"

Sandile:"thedriverwillbringyouhere"

Me:"wearelateIknow"

Sandile:"wearestillgambling"

Me:"whichhorsethistime?"

Sandile:"number3"

Isighed

Me:"Iwon'tevenarguewithyou"

Hechuckled.

Sandile:"howisshe?"

Me:"happy"

Sandile:"eishIhavetogo"



Me:"bye"

TheygotdonewithmynailsandAndiswawasdone

aswellandhermakeupwasdone.Shehadjust

takenaselfie.

Me:"wowyoulookbeautiful"

Andiswa:"onceIcleanup"

Welaugh.

Me:"let'sgetdressed"

Wetookourdressesandwewenttogetdressed.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Wewerewatchingthehorsesrace.Sandilehad

chosenhishorseandsoasNkonzoandMongezito

gambleon.Theladiesweredisapprovingbutthey

didn'tbackdown.

Amanda:"Mongezitakeyourmoneyback"



Mongezi:"calmdownbabyit'sjustamillion"

Amanda:"LandiswaKhulumanomfowenu

(Landiswatalktoyourbrother)"

Landiswa:"Ihavemyownproblemsaswell"

Welaughed.Nkonzokissedherlips.

Nkonzo:"calmdownbaby,it'sjustfun"

Landiswa:"butsnuggles"

Webustedinlaughterashefrownedandshookhis

headwithasmile.

Ntsika:"Ialwaysforgettocallhimgeneral

snuggles"

Noma:"doyouwantmetoexposeyours?"

Ntsika:"babydon'tgoagainstme"

WelaughedandicheckedonUnathi.

Me:"areyouok?"

Unathi:"Iamfine."

Sheturnedbacktolondie.Shedoesn'tlikethe

others.Thehorseswerenowracingandtheguys



wereontheirfeet.IcheckedmyWhatsappandI

sawAndiswa'sstatus.Itwasaselfieifherselfand

wowshelooksamazing.Thecaptionwas"outand

about"Icommented..

Me:"youarebeautifulsthandwaSam"

Afewmomentsshereplied.

Andiswa:"ungiphethekahleudali(mybaeis

treatingmegood)"

IchuckledandIscreenshotherstatusandhide

UnathiandZamawithLondieandIpostedher.

Mbongenicommentedfirst.

Mbongeni:"anotherone?"

Ichuckled.

Me:"stillthesameone"

Thenthesiblingsgrouphadnotificationscomingin.

MbongenioutAndiswa'sphotointhere.

Unami:"Idon'tknowwhyyoustillwiththatbrat

Ntethelelo"



Lisa:"IaskmyselfandGodthesamequestion"

Ayanda:"youwon'tunderstandifit'sthepussy

gamethat'sonfire"

Me:"itit'sonfire"

IimaginethetightnessofAndiswa'sandIgroan.

Khanyisile:"sheisourMakoti,don'ttalkill"

Ayandasentapicturecation"Makotivssidechick"

Me:"don'tcallAndiswaasidechick"

Zamani:"it'sthatbro"

Iclickedmytongue.

Lisa:"sidechick.Sheisbeautiful"

Unami:"IgowithLisa"

Ayanda:"Iamtheretoo"

Mbongeni:"Iguessweallagree"

Ayanda:"whereisThelokuhle?"

Thelowastyping.

Thelo:"angiyithandileyangane.Sidechick(Idon't



likethatgirl.Sidechick)"

Ilaughed.Hedoesn'ttalkmuchandheistheoldest.

Khanyisile:"both"

Zamani:"justleaveitkhanyisile"

WelaughedandSandileshouted.

Sandile:"yes!"

Iguesshewon.

Kwando:"welldonebro"

Iloggedout.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Wearrivedanditwasamazing.Sawalotof

celebritieshereandalsothereweremodelsaswell

here.Itlookedamazing.Wewerewalkinginand

wereaskedquestionsaswellhereandthereandwe

tookpictures.



Mercy:"let'sgotothegroup"

Me:"sure"

Mercy:"Ithinktheyarebythetrackbecausethey

weregambling"

Inoddedandwewentthere.Wereachedthemand

theladieslookliketheyarerichandsoasthe

husband's.Mercyheldmyhandforsomereason.

Sandile:"babyIwon!"

Sherunstohughimandwestartbytheladies.

Lady:"ohthismuchbeAndiswa"

Ismiled

Mercy:"thisisLandiswa"

Shehasawarmhug.

Me:"nicetomeetyou"

Lady:"Ilike"

Mercy:"that'sAmanda"

Sheintroducedthemaswehugged.

Wewenttothegentsandtwoladiesweresitting



withthem.Onehadherheadonherhusband's

shoulderIpresumememystomachturnedwhenI

sawNtethelelo.HewasjustasshockedbutIdidn't

wanttosayanything..hellIdidn'tknowwhattosay.

Mercy:"guysthisismyfriendAndiswa,Andiswa

thisisNkonzo"

Shewentonintroducingthemastowhoiswho's

husbandandwegottoNtethelelo

Mercy:"andthat'sUnathiandherhusband

Ntethelelo"

Iswearmyheartbrokeathousandtimes.Ifeltlike

mysoulleftme.Ithoughtit'shissister.Shegave

mealookasIstretchedmyhandtoshaketheir

handsanditwasshaking.Iclearedmyvoicefrom

whateverthatwas.

Me:"nicetomeetyou"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

IlookedatthisAndiswagirlandmyinsidesjust

turned.Ilookedatherupanddownandlookedat

Ntethelelo.Hehasn'tsaidanything.Hecan't

possiblybecheatingwiththisthinginfrontofme.

Sheflashedasmileanditwasweak.

Me:"Whereisyourdate?"

Andiswa:"Idon'thaveone"

Vuyanicametous.

Vuyani:"Ntethelelolet'sgoman."

Ntethelelostoodup.It'slikehedidn'tknowwhatto

dosoIkissedhislips.

Me:"nailitbaby"



Irubbedmystomachandhenoddedandwalkedoff.

IlookedatthisAndiswaandshewaslookingatthe

directionNtethelelowent.Iwasboilinginside.

Mercy:"let'sgo"

Shenoddedandtheywalkedoff.

Londie:"it'sthebitch?"

Me:"yeah.shelookedhisdirection"

Londie:"ofcausetheyarefucking"

Me:"Iamgonnakillthem.Ican'tbelievehe

cheatedwithapig"

Londie:"calmdownandthinkofthebaby.Enjoy

theeventandhavewine"

Me:"Iwill."

Wewalkedoff.IwaslookingherwayandIjust

wanttostrangleherforsleepingwithmyman.

.

.

.



*MERCY*

Andiswawasawfullyquiet.Iknowthatsheishurt

buttryingtoputupastrongfront.Iheldherhand

andshelookedatmeandsmiled.

Me:"areyouok?"

Andiswa:"yeahIam,whereisthewinehere"

Me:"youdon'tdrink"

Andiswa:"thereisafirsttimeforeverything"

SheletgoofmyhandandwalkedoffasKwando

andVuyaniwithNtetheleloweretalkingaboutthe

democarandpeoplelookedinterested.Sandile

cameandheldmywaist.

Sandile:"howisshe?"

Me:"sheistryingtoactstrongbutIknowshe

wantsstopcry"

Sandile:"whereisshe?"

Me:"tofindwine"



Isighed.

Me:"letmegoafterher"

Sandile:"Givehertime."

InoddedandIlaidmyheadonhischest.

Sandile:"Iloveyouboth"

Ihopemyfriendrecoversfromthis.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

it'struewhentheysaythetruthwillalwaysfindit's

wayout.Ididn'texpectittobethissoonthough.I

wasn'tevenherebutlookingathereverymoveand

oureyesmet.Hereyesbecameglossyandmy

heartbrokeInevermenttobreakherheartor

findingoutthisway.Ishouldhavetoldthetruth

fromthegethobutIwasscaredofloosingherand

nowIwilllooseherformystupidity.Shetalkedto

Mercyandshewalkedoff.ShelooksbeautifulbutI



brokeher.

Me:"Iwillbeback"

Isaidtokwando.helookedherdirection.

Kwando:"waitabitwearealmostdone"

Ihuffedandnoddedandwecarriedonbutmymind

wasn'ttherenow.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IfoundwineandItooktwoglassesandIdrank

them.Itwasn'tsweetwinebutthebitteronebutit's

notbitterthanthewayIamrightnow.Howcould

hedomelikethat?IfeelbetrayedandhurtandI

don'twanttocrybuttearsarenearmyeyes.Isend

dadamessage.

Me:"Heliedtomedad"

IremovedthelumpfrommythroatandIfeltahand

onmyshoulderandIturned.



Sandile:"Areyouok?"

HesaidlookingatthetwoglassesandIputthem

downandturnedtohimplasteringmysmile.

Me:"Iam"

HehugsmeandIwanttocry.

Sandile:"cry,themakeupiswaterproof."

Ilaughed.

Me:"howdoyouknow?"

Sandile:"Mercyrequestedit."

Icried,itfeltlikeIwasdyingathousandtimes.I

lovehim,Istilldoandhehurtmelikethat.Couldn't

hebehonestwithme,didheeverfeelthesameor

wasittotakemyprideaway.Ican'tbelieveIhaveit

tohimandbelievedeverywordheeversaidtome.

Itfeltrealallforittobealie.Ifeelusedand

damaged.Ifeelemptyinsideme.

Me:"Why?Whydidhedomelikethat?"

Sandile:"Idon'tknow.Iamsorry"

AsobescapesmylipsandmercycameandIwiped



mytears.

Mercy:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'snotyourfault."

IwipedmytearsandshegavemeamirrorandI

fixedmyself.

Me:"Ican'tlethimruinmydayright?"

Theygavemesadeyes

Me:"Iamoknow"

Mercy:"it'soktobehurt"

Iswallowedthelumpinmythroat.Thechestpains

weretoomuchandit'slikeIwoulddroptheredead.

Me:"Ineedtousethebathroom"

Iwalkedawayfromthem.Ididn'tevenwanttolook

hisdirectionandbetrappedinhisliesagain.Itook

outmyphoneandIrequested.Icheckedmybag

andthereismoney.Idon'twanttobehereany

morebecauseit'skillingmeslowly.Iwalkedoutof

theplaceandIfeltsomeoneholdmyupperarmand

Icried.



"Andiswa"

IheldmychestandIjustwentdownonmyknees

tryingtofindanswersonmyown.Whydidhedo

melikethat?Whydidhehurtme?Hecrouched.

Ntethelelo:"IamsorryAndiswa"

Me:"(tryingtobreath)Idon'twantyoursorries

Ntethelelo.Why?"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouandInevermenttohurtyou

"

Me:"youhurtme.Iamhurtingbecauseofyou.

Youdon'tlovemedon'ttellmethatrubbish!"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa,pleasecanIexplain"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Idon'twantyourexplanation"

Ntethelelo:"IamstillyourMbulazisugarplum."

Me:"Idon'tknowthismonsterwhobrokeme

infrontofme"

Hiseyeswereglossy.



Ntethelelo:"Idon'twannalooseme"

Me:"youlostmethemomentyouliedtome"

HeheldmeasIwastryingtofighthimoffbuthe

heldme.

Ntethelelo:"screamhitme,shoutatmebutdon't

hateme,Iloveyou,don'tleaveme.Iwon'tstandit,

Me:"(crying)YoubrokemeNtethelelo,youruined

meandithurtssomuch.Ihateyou,Idon'twant

you"

"Excusemewhatisgoingonhere?"

Ntethelelo:"notnowUnathi"

Unathi:"notnowNtethelelo!Whyareyouholding

her?"

Amanda:"ohshutupbitch!"

ShemarchedtowardsusandIpushedNtethelelo

offmeandsheslappedme.

Unathi:"stayawayfrommyhusbandbitch.!"

Istoodupandmyshoeswereoff.Iwasboiling.I

slappedhertwiceandpeoplegasped.Sheheldher



cheeksandNtethelelogotbetweenus.

Me:"YoushouldbeslappingyourmannotmeNx"

Unathi:"whodoyouthinkyouaretohitme!"

Ntethelelo:"ladies"

Me:"ladiesamasimbayaziwenauyangijwayela

(ladiesforshit,youareshittingonme)"

Islappedhimaswell.Ithrewmyheelsathim.

Sandile:"Andiswacalmdown"

Me:"sandileIwanttohithim.Heusedme,this

bustardusedme!"

Amanda:"Myekeandhereisagunsisi(leaveher

)"

Shefiddledwithherbag.

Mongezi:"Amanda!"

HedraggedherawayandIcriedinSandile'sarms.

Me:"IgaveyouallofmeNtetheleloforalie!"

Unathi:"younotthefirstone"

Mercy:"voetsek"



Me:"(choking)Iwasafool"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"shutup!Idon'twannahearyourvoice.You

tookeverythingfromme.Youtookmypride.Bhuti

hetookmypride"

Sandile:"Ithinkweshouldgo"

Me:"Ihateyou,FuckoutofmylifeNtethelelo

Khumalo,IcursethedayImetyou!"

Sandilecarriedmetothecarcryingandheopened

thedoorandgotmeinandMercygotinaswell.I

laidmyheadonherchestandmyheadwas

throbbing.

Mercy:"Iamsorrybabes"

Me:"ithurtsMercy"

Mercy:"Iknow"

.

.

.



*NTETHELELO*

Idon'tknowwhathurts.Inevermentforhertofeel

thishurt.ShelookedbrokenandIbrokeher.It'sall

myfault.WelefttheDurbanJulyandavideowas

circulatingtheinternet.Iwastakingoffmysuitand

Unathiwasshoutingandthrowingthingsatme.

Unathi:"youcheatonmewiththatthingNtethelelo?

"

Shethrowsherphoneandithitsmychest.

Me:"calmdownUnathi"

Unathi:"fuckyouwon'ttellmetocalmdown!"

Me:"fuckwhatdoyouwantmetosay!"

Unathi:"Thereasonwhyyoucheatedonmewitha

fatbitch!"

Iheldherhardandlookedherintheeyes.

Me:"Andiswaisnotafatbitchdon't,Imeandon't

evercallherthateveragainyouhearme?Iam

gonnamarryhersogetridofwhateverattitudeyou



haveUnathi"

Iletgoofherhandsandshepunchesmychest.

Unathi:"whyareyoudoingthistome?"

Me:"youpushedmeatsomepointandyou're

pushingitasnow"

Icarriedherandputheronthebedandshecried.I

kissedhercheek.

Me:"calmdown"

Unathi:"whyareyougonnamarryher?"

Me:"Iloveher"

Unathi:"youdon'tlovemeanymore?"

Me:"Ido.Iloveyouboth"

Unathi:"wearehavingababy"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundher"

Me:"Iknow.Sleep"

Unathi:"youwon'tleaveme?"

Me:"no"



Shesnuggledcloser

Unathi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.

*ANDISWA*

WegothomeandIwentstraighttomyroomandI

shutthedoorandlockedit.Iwentdownonmybut

andIjustcriedandleteverythingout.Itfeltsobad

asmychestwasburning.Icouldn'tholdinhow

hurtandbrokenIfeel.Itrustedhimbuthewas

feedingmelies.Myphoneranganditwashim.I

rejecteditandblockedhimeverywhere.

IcanblockhimbutIcan'tblocktheloveIhavefor

him.Hemademefalldeepforhimwhenheknewit

wasallagame.Ilaidonthefloorifeltcoldand

empty.

.



.

"Balloonsaredeflated

Guesstheylooklifelesslikeme

Wemissyouonyoursideofthebed,mmh

Stillgotyourthingshere

They'restaringatmelikesuvenear

Don'twannaletyououtofmyhead

FeelslikethedaythatImetyou

ThedayIthoughtforever

Saygottoloveme

Buttheywon'tlastforneverforever

It'scoldoutside

Likethewayyouwalkedoutofmylife

Whyyouwalkedoutofmylife....."

TearsstreamedmorewhenIwasplayingthatsong.

IfeltcoldasIamcurleduponthefloor.Itfeltreal

,itwasallreal.Tomeitwasallreal,fromthetouch

tothewordsbutitwasn't,itwasjust.....



.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*MERCY*

Icouldn'tsleeplastnight.Ikeptongoingand

checkingonAndiswabutherdoorwaslocked.

SandilesaidthatIshouldletherbefornowandin

themorningIwillgocheckonher.Ilistenedtohim

butIwasn'tthereatall.Iwokeupthismorningand

it'saSunday.IgotoffthebedandkissedSandile's

cheekandIwenttotakeashower.AfteroneIgot

dressedandIwenttoAndiswa'sroomandI

knocked.



Me:"Nono"

Silence.Iknockedagain

Me:"Andiswait'smeMercypleaseletmein"

Nothing.Isignedandleanedonthedoorand

breathedout.Iturnedandwalkeddownthestairs

andwenttothekitchen.Imadesomebreakfast

andaddedpancakesforher.Someoneheldme

frombehindandkissedmyneck.

Sandile:"youleftmeinthecold"

Me:"Icouldn'tsleepanymoresoIwokeup"

Sandile:"shedoesn'twanttoopenthedoor?"

Me:"yes.Iamworried"

Sandile:"it'sunderstandable"

Hekissedmylips.

Sandile:"Iloveyou"

HehuggedmeandIsighed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

.



.

*ANDISWA*

IdidhearMercyaskingmetoopenthedoorbutI

don'twanthertoseemethisweak.Ifeelempty

stillandcold.Isleptonthefloor.Ilookedatmyself

inthemirrorandIwasamess.Itookoffthedress

anditdroppedtothefloorandItiedtheweaveinto

abunandIwenttotakeashower.AfterItookoneI

gotoutandIgotdressedinsweatpantsanda

hoodie.Hishoodie,IgotinbedandIheldonthe

pillowandIcriedmyself.

WhydoIstilllovehim,Ishouldhatehimforwhathe

didtome.Hebrokeme,IfeelbrokenandIdon't

knowifIwillrecover.

.

.

*MERCY*

SandilehelpedmewithfinishingupbreakfastandI



madeagreasyoneforandiswaandfreshorange

juice.Igavehimhisbreakfastandhekissedmy

cheekandIsmiled.ThedoorbellrangandIlooked

athimanheraisedhishands.

Sandile:"Ididn'tcallanyone"

Me:"Ihopeitain'tPearl.Iamnotinthemoodto

talktoher"

Sandile:"Iwillsortitout"

Hewalkedtothelounge.Itookatrayandhe

walkedbackinthekitchenandmyfaceturnedsour.

Me:"whatishedoinghere?!Getoutyouhavedone

enoughdamage!"

Ntethelelo:"IneedtotalktoAndiswa"

Me:"andfeedhermorelie.Noniggagetout!"

Sandile:"calmdownandletthemtalk"

Me:"wenaungazingeni(you,don'tgetinvolved)"

Ntethelelo:"youaswell,MercyIamjustheretotalk

toAndiswa"

Me:"Heeh"



Iwenttotheutensilsdrawandtookmyknife.

Me:"IwillcounttothreeandIwantyououtorIwill

stabyoutodeath"

Sandile:"thereisnoneedforthat.Manplease

leave"

HesighedandturnedaroundandAndiswawas

standingthere.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Andiswa:"whatareyoudoinghereNtethelelo?"

Hervoicewasfaint.Iputtheknifedown

Ntethelelo:"Iwanttospeaktoyou"

Andiswa:"aboutwhat?"

Ntethelelo:"Iwanttoexplain,IknowIshouldhave

toldyouthetruthbutIwasafraid"

Sheshookherheadwithtearsandmyheartbroke.

Sandile:"let'stakeadriveabit."

Me:"Iamnotleavinghimhere."

Sandile:"Mercy"



HetookmyhandandIgaveNtetheleloadeath

stareandIhuggedAndiswa.

Me:"itwillbeokmntase."

ShenoddedcryingandIwasheartbroken.Weleft

theminthereandwegotinthecaranddroveoffto

Gatewaymall.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Shehasn'tstoppedcryingsincetheyleft.Imoved

forwardtowardsherandshespoke.

Andiswa:"don'tcomeanyclose"

IdisobeyedandImovedclosertohertillIgently

holdherinmyembraceandshewetmychestand

hersobsbrokemyheart.Ifoundtearsnearingmy

eyes

Me:"IamsorryAndiswa.Iamsorryforputtingyou

inthispain.Ineverintendedtohurtyou."



Andiswa:"youarelyingNtethelelo,youintendedon

hurtingme.Ifyoudidn'tthenwhyamIhurting?"

SheletoutasharpsobandIclearedmythroat.

Me:"Iwasn'thonestwithyouIknow.Iwasscared

thatyouwon'tgiveusachance,AndiswaIdon't

wanttolooseyou.Itkillsmethatyouarehurting

likethis"

SheremovedherselffrommychestandIkissedher

foreheadandIwipedhertears.

Me:"IloveyouAndiswa,Iamsorry."

Andiswa:"IwanttohateyousomuchbutIcan't,I

can'terasetheloveIhaveforyou.Youmadeitthis

deepthatIamsinkinginit"

Ilaidmyforeheadonhersasshecried.Hersobs

andcriedtearedmeapart,mychestwasaching.I

kissedhernoseandthenherlipsandshe

responded

.

.

*ANDISWA*



HekissedmeandIresponded.Ifeellikethisisall

abaddream.ThatIwillwakeupandthisisnota

realitybuthereitis.MyboyfriendisSomeone

else'shusband.AfathertobeandIamthehome

wrecker.Thesidechick,Ineverinvisionedthatmy

firstlovewouldbelikethis.Heliestomeand

mademeafool.IfeelusedbutwhydoIlovehim

still?WhydoIbelieveiteverymomentheutters

thosewordsIloveyouandIfeelit.Thathemeans

it,AmIafool?Aminaïvetothinkandbelievehim

evenafterIknowhislies.Hishandgoestomy

waist.HistouchgetsmeEverytime.Throughpain

aswellitseemstosoothme.HepicksmeupandI

wrapmylegsaroundhistorsoandhewalkstothe

diningroomandplacesmeonthattable.Hekisses

myneckandIholdontohis.Hiskissessendsa

thousandshiversdownmyspine.Iamdrenchedin

hisspicycolognethatIlove.Helooksatmeand

kissesmeandIimaginehisdimples.Thedimples

thatmademefallforhim.Thesekindoftouches

thatmakesmefallevenmore.Someonesaveme!



PleasesavemebecauseIamfallinginsidethepit

again!Slowlybutsurelymyclotheswerenowhere

insitebutwarmthandfuzzbuiltupinme.He

penetratesmeandIgaspedinpleasureandI

lookedathim.Thefirsttimewemetcameback.

Howhesmiledatmeandcharmedme.Thousand

reasonswhyIfellinlovewithhim.Ibitmybottom

lipashethrustedreachingforwhat'sdeepwithin

mysoul.

Ntethelelo:"IamsorryMaBhengu,Inevermentto

hurtyou"

Heholdsmywaistandpullsmebytheedgeofthe

table.

Ntethelelo:"GodknowsInevermenttohurtyou.I

can'tlooseyou,Idon'twanttolooseyouever.Ifit

takesyearsforyoutoforgiveme,it'sok.Ifyoujust

herewithme.IloveyouAndiswafromthemoment

Ilaidmyeyesonyou.ForgiveMbulaziwakho

forgiveyourMntungwacauseIknowIcan'tlive

withoutyouinmylife."

Hethrusteddeeper.



Ntethelelo:"Iamyours"

Tearsleftmyeyesandsowashis.

Ntethelelo:"IamYoursAndiswa"

Me:"you'remineNtethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Nooneelse"

Me:"nooneelse.

Iwaslostinthemoment.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:23] :~Mistress~

Insert34

Ican'tbelievethatIsleptwithhim.Igaveintohim

soeasily,Andiswahowstupidcanyoube.This



manishurtingyouandjustkeepongoingbackon

thehurt.IsitdownonthebedandIcriedmyself.I

justcamefromtheshowerandIaminatowel

alone.IchasedhimawayafterbecauseIdon't

wanttoseehim.Ifeellikeheisusingmehereand

dumpAndiswaisfallingforeverything.Myphone

ringsandit'sdad.Ihaven'tspokentohimsince

FridayandImisshim.Iwanthimtobeheretohold

meandhushmelikealways.Itakemyphoneand

answerburstingintotears.

Dad:"it'sokangel"

Me:"daddyithurts.Hehurtme."

Dad:"Iamsorryhoney.Itwillbeok"

Me:"Iwanttohatehimdad."

Dad:"don'tchangethewayyouarebecauseofa

man,youarenotbitter"

Iwassilent

Dad:"Andiswa"

Me:"baba(dad)

Dad:"buyaekhayamanjesekwanelenemanje



ngifunaUmntanami(comebackhomenow.It's

enough,Iwantmychildbacknow)"

Me:"Iwillbebacktoday.Myflightisat15h00"

Dad:"ok,Iloveyou.Don'tletyoursecondlove

breakyou"

Me:"whoismyfirst?"

Dad:"Me"

Ilaughed

Me:"andyouarethebestloveIhaveeverhad"

Dad:"Good.Comehome"

Me:"thankyou"

Dad:",it'spartofbeingafather"

Me:"foreverythingdad.Ialwaysfeelblessedwith

you"

Dad:"IknewthemomentIheldyouinmyarmsthat

youaretheone"

Welaughed.

Me:"okletmegetdressedandcomehome."



Dad:"okmyangel"

HehungupandIfeltabitbetter.NotentirelybutI

wasabitbetter.Itookmysuitcaseandtookout

clothestowear,andIgotdressedinjeanswith

sneakersandalongsleevet-shirtandIpacked

awayeverything.Therewasaknockonthedoor

anditopenedandMercypeakedin.

Mercy:"canIcomein?"

InoddedandshewalkedinsideholdingaLindt

chocolate.

Mercy:"Iboughtthisforyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Itookit.

Mercy:"areyouok?"

Isighedandsatonthebed.Shesatnexttomeand

Ilaidmyheadonherthighs.

Me:"Ithurtsreally,Itrustedhimanlovedhim."

Mercy:"youhatehimnow?"

Ishookmyheadandsighed.



Me:"Istilllovehim."

Mercy:"understandable,whatareyougonnado

now.?"

Me:"Iwillgohomeandcryindad'schest"

Mercy:"yourdadwon'tdateukhona(withyou

there)"

Wesharedalaugh.

Me:"thanksmntase."

Mercy:"anytime"

Wehuggedandperkedeachother'slips

"Angisayithandilehyomaqabulana(Idon'tlikethis

one,whereyoukisseachother)"

Welaughanditwassandile.Hesatbetweenus

andpulledusbothtohischest.

Sandile:"Myfirstwife"

Mercy:"yes?"

Sandile:"Iloveyou"

Shegiggled.



Sandile:"Secondwife"

Hepulledmyear.

Me:"ouch"

Sandile:"Iloveyoutoo"

MercyandIlookedateachotherandwepushed

himtolayonthebedandwetookoffourshoes

quicklyandjumpedonthebed.

Us:"weloveyoutoo"

Hechuckled.

Sandile:"thedayImarriedkids"

Westoppedandlookedathim.

Mercy:"don'tstart."

Ilaughedandgotofthebedandwesharedagroup

hug.WhydoIneedhislovewhenIhavethiskind

frompeoplethathavemyback.

.

.

.



*UNATHI*

IamsureNtethelelowenttoherbecauseher

becausewhenIwokeupthebedwasempty.Iwas

inaphonecallwithmomvoicingoutmyangerat

howhewoulddisrespectmelikethat.

Mom:"thisgirlseemstobeaproblem"

Me:"yousee,GodIwillnotletanyfatthingcome

andtakeNtetheleloawayfromme.Itwillbeacold

dayinhell"

Isaidthatwhilepacingupanddownthehotelroom.

Mom:"calmdownbabyhelovesyou"

Me:"heloveshertoo.Hewantstomarryher"

Mom:"letmommytakecareofeverything."

Me:"ok"

Mom:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Thedooropenedandhewalkedinsighing.



Me:"Ihavetogomom"

Ihungupandhetookoffhiswatch

Me:"wheredoyoucomefrom?"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"(chuckling)youevenhavetheaudacitytotell

me"

Ntethelelo:"lyinggotmeinthisshitsowhycarryon

doingthat"

Me:"doyouloveme?"

Hesighs.

Ntethelelo:"Whendidyoustartquestioningmylove

?"

Me:"Sinceyoustartedcheatingwiththatfatthing

!"

Helookedatme.

Ntethelelo:"weareleavingpackup"

Hewalkedtowardsthebathroom.

Me:"soyouaregonnaignoreme!"



Ithrewmyphoneathimanditandlandedonhis

back.

Ntethelelo:"packupsowecanleave"

Me:"fuckyouok!"

Ntethelelo:"ok"

HewalkedinthebathroomandIscreamedand

startedkickingstuff.Ntetheleloismakingmeso

mad..

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

NotalotofmencouldtoleratewhatUnathidoesbut

Ido,becauseIloveherbutitgetstomeasaman

thatIneedrespectaswell.TherespectthatIhave

neverhadinarelationshipuntilAndiswaintroduced

ittomeandmademefeellikeone.ForonceIfelt

likearealmanwheniamwithher.IsighandItake

abathandthereafterIgetout.Iwrapatowel

aroundmywaistandshehasmessedupthehotel



room.IjusttakeoutmyclothesandlotionbeforeI

getdressed.IamdrainedandIamnotaboutto

entertainUnathi'stantrumstoday.

Me:"areyoudone?"

SheclickshertongueandwalksoutandItakethe

bags.Ienduppayingamoreamountsinceshe

damagedsomestuffandItookourluggagetothe

car.Igotinandthedriverdroveusofftotheairport.

OnethingisthatIwon'tgiveuponAndiswaevenifI

wantedto.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

assoonasthecabgothomeIjustrushedoutand

dadwaswaitingformebythegateandwehugged

andIcried.Heheldmybackandrubbedit.

Dad:"it'sokangel,daddyhasgotyou"

Hewipedmytearsandwetookmybagsandwe

madeourwayinside.AuntyJabulilehuggedmeas



soonasIwalkedin.

Jabulile:"Ishouldhaveknownhowhandsomehe

lookedthathewouldhurtyou"

Siyamthanda:"whatdidhedo?"

Me:"heliestome.Heismarried"

Jabulile:"ohmyGod.Comehere"

Shesuffocatedmeinahug.

Me:"Ican'tbreath"

Jabulile:"ohsorrynono"

Dad:"Iwillmakesometeaforyouandyouwill

sleepwithmetonight"

Ismiled

Me:"Iwouldlovethat"

Hekissedmyforehead.Hetookmysuitcaseand

wentwithittowardsthebedrooms.Isatdownand

auntJabulilejoinedmeandIlaidmyheadonher

chest.

Jabulile:"itwillbeok"



IamhappythatIamhome.IknowIwillfeelbetter.

IjusthavetocutmytieswithNtethelelothat'sall.

ThoughitwouldbehardbutIhaveto.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwokeupearlytodayanddadwasn'tnexttome,I

knewthathehasleftforwork.SoIgotupand

cleanedupandthenIwenttoboilwaterforbathing

,ExamsareapproachingandIdon'twanttoslack.I

havetograduatenextyearformetobebetter.I

havetofocusonschoolandmyfamilyaswell.The

kettleclickedandItookitandwenttobath.I

lotionedafterandgotdressedwarmlyandIletmy



weaveloosebeforetakingmybagandwalktothe

kitchen.IfoundauntyJabuliledrinkingcoffee.She

wasinhergown.

Jabulile:"morningNono"

Me:"MorningauntyJabs.IsSiyamthandaasleep?"

Jabulile:"Youknowherandsleep."

IchuckledandItookanapplefromthefridgeandI

washedit.

Jabulile:"Don'tyouwantmetomakebreakfastfor

you?"

Me:"nothankyou.Ihavetogetgoing."

ShenoddedandIwavedandwalkedouttocatcha

taxitowork.Iwaslookingoutsidethewindow

thinkingofunknownthings.Isighed.Lifewasonce

soblissfulandstressfreeuntilIfellinlove.The

heartisabitchshameattimescauseitbetraysyou.

ItookanotheronebeforeIgottoVolkswagen

,Whereitallstarted.Iwalkedtowardsthebuilding

andIwenttoTristan'soffice.Iknockedandacome

inwasannouncedandIwalkedinandheliftedhis



headwithasmile.

Tristan:"Iamsousedtospendingweekendswith

youitfeltlikeIhaven'tseenyouinsolong"

Hehasn'tseenthevideoIpresume.

Me:"Yeahwell.UhmisMrKhumaloin"

Tristan:"Iknow.Ijustdon'twanttoaddonthe

pain"

Me:"soyousawthevideo?"

Tristan:"yes.Everyoneistalkingaboutitandboy

onTwittertheyareroastingyou."

Iraisedmybrow.

Me:"ohw"

Iswallowed.

Tristan:"yeah."

IamgladinawayIwasn'tactiveonsocialmedia.I

tookouttheenvelopefrommybagandplacediton

histable.IamalsogladthatIalwaysmakeacopy

ofthiswhenIstartworking.



Tristan:"whatisthis?"

Me:"it'ssomething.Ihavetoleave.GreetAmber

forme"

Iwalkedoutofhisoffice,IwenttoNtethelelo's

officeandIdidn'tevenknockIjustwalkedinandhe

washisbrotherAyanda.Hestoodupfromhischair.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"Pleasesitdown,HiAyanda"

Ayanda:"HiAndiswa,howareyou?"

HelookedbetweenmeandNtethelelo.

Me:"Iamgoodthankyouandyourself?"

Ayanda:"alwaysgood,letmegiveyouprivacy"

Me:"noIwon'tbelongandsorryforthewayI

camein"

Ayanda:"it'sok"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

"Andiswa"

Tristanwalkedin.



Tristan:"Whatisthis?"

Hesaidwavingtheletterintheair.

Me:"IamresigningMrBrown.Iamquiting"

Ntethelelo:"Woahwhyareyouquiting?"

Me:"Ican'tworkwithyou.Idon'twannaseeyou

andIwannacuttieswithyou.Thisisourlast

interaction"

Tristan:"WheredoIenterinthissituation?"

Me:"Tristan"

Ayanda:"canyouexcuseusmyguy"

Tristanmarchedoutangryafterthrowingtheletter

onNtethelelo'stable.Hetookitandrippedit.

Me:"whatareyoudoing?"

Ntethelelo:"youarenotleaving,youwantedyour

independencenowyoumaintainit"

Me:"youaresuchabumyazi"

Ayandalaughed.

Ayanda:"It'scutewhatyouguysaredoing"



Iplacedmyhandonthetableandlookedhiminthe

eye.

Me:"IdowhatIwanttoandyouwon'ttellmeany

thingaboutthat.Iamleavingandstayoutofmy

life"

Heleanedforwardstandingupandhisfacewas

inchesaway.Hewassmirking.

Ntethelelo:"ToobadIamtooattachedtoyouto

leaveyoualone"

Me:"TohellwithyouNtethelelo"

HeperkedmylipsandIraisedmyhandtoslaphim

butstopped.

Ntethelelo:"untilyoumine."

HewinkedandIclickedmytongueandwalkedout

bangingthedoor.PeoplewerelookingatmeandI

didn'tcare.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*



.

.

IwasstilllookingatthedoorasshebangeditandI

chuckled.Iwon'tgiveuponAndiswasheshould

thinkagainbutIwillgivehertimetothinkandheal

fromallofthis.

Ayanda:"Thatwasanalmostlivepornmoment.I

wasreadytomusterbate"

Me:"notinmyoffice."

Ayanda:"spwhatareyougonnado?"

Me:"IwillgivehersometimebutIwanttogetmy

uncle'sready"

Ayanda:"youwillmarryher?Whatifsherejects

you.Givehertome"

Hesaidllaughing

Me:"YoucantakeUnathi"

Hestopped.

Ayanda:"woahdidIhearthatright?"



Me:"what?"

Ayanda:"youchoosingsomeoneelseoverUnathi"

Me:"didIsaythat?"

Ifrowned.

Ayanda:"Don'tplaywithme"

WelaughedandItookthepapersandIthrewthem

inthebin.

Ayanda:"wehaveameetingwiththearchitecture"

Me:"Muziwillhandlethat.Whatdidtheland

surveyorsay?"

Ayanda:"Hegaveusagoahead"

Me:"Goodthen"

Iopenedmylaptopandhelookedatme.

Me:"what?"

Ayanda:"youdumbattimes.Ididtellyoutobe

honestwithher"

Isighed.WithAyandaitwillbealongdayahead.

.



.

*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelodoesn'ttakemeseriouslyIsee.Nxwhy

amIevenspittingouthisnameoutofmymouth.

WhyamIstillthinkingoffhim.Myphonerangand

itwasKhuluza.OhgodhowImisshersomuch.I

answeredit.

Me:"Khuluza"

Khuluza:"youdon'tvisitanymoreAndiswa"

Ikeptquiet

Khuluza:"howareyou?"

Me:"IamgoodKhuluzahowareyou?"

Khuluza:"Iamok,callAndiswacall"

Me:"IwillcallKhuluza,it'sjustthatmylifehas

beenverybusy"

Khuluza:"toobusytopickupthephone"

Ikeptquiet.



Khuluza:"Iseeyouarebeingquiettoomuch"

Me:"IloveyouKhuluzaandIpromisetocall"

Khuluza:"that'sallIneededtohear"

Ismiled.

Khuluza:"Iseeyouarebusy.Iwillcalllater"

Me:"okbye"

ShehungupandIbreathedoutfeelingbad.Now

whatamIgoingtodo,Ihavetostartapplyingfor

newworkpositionsbutwheredoIstart.Justfora

fewmonthstillIamdonewithschoolright?

Ntethelelojusttunedmylifeupsidedown.IwishI

didn'tfallforhimhonestly.Itookataxiandwentto

themalljusttohavesomealonetimeandeatsome

icecreamasdepressedasIam.

.

.

*Monthslater*

*UNATHI*



Ihadameetingwiththeplannerearliertoplanmy

babyshowerandalsoplanour5thyearanniversary

dinner.Iwantustostandoutandithastobevery

muchperfect.Wewereintheoutsidegardenwith

ZamaandLondiewhilehavingsomeiceteaas

springhasentered.

Londie:"sohaveyoufoundthevenueofwhereyou

wanttodoyourbabyshower?"

Me:"IwasthinkingwegotoDurbanorCapetown

andhireayatchandhaveitthere."

Londie:"oouhperfect"

Zama:"whatisthegender?"

Me:"that'swhenIwilldoagenderreveal,butsince

youguysaremyfriendswearehavingaprincess"

Londie:"that'sshopping!"

ShesqueeledandIgiggled

Me:"yesnowIwillhaveashoppingpartner"

NtetheleloincreasedmylimittoR10000,Iamnot



happystillbutIwillgeteverythingoncethebabyis

here.

Zama:"(sipping)Sohowarethingssincethe

DurbanJulyincident?"

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"hehasbeenworkingmorebuthestillgoesto

appointmentswithmeanddoesmaketimeforme.

Thesidechickquitandshedidagoodjob"

Zama:"maybehelovesher"

Londie:"stoptalkingrubbishZama,helovesUnathi.

Nohoewilltakeyourcrown"

Me:"gotthatright"

WetoastedandZamajustshookherhead.Her

phonerangandshestoodupandwalkedoff.

Londie:"yourfriendisstartingtoirritateme"

Shegulpedthewinedown

Me:"metoo"

Irubbedmystomach.Iamnevergettingpregnant

again.IamgettingfatnowandIdon'tlikeit.Iwill



justhavemywombremovedthatsall.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*ANDISWA*

"Andiswa"

Iopenedmyeyesandtheymetdad.Iwasdead

tiredandmybodyisnotusedtowhatwedid

yesterday.Workingdoubleshiftistoomuchat

timesbutagirlhasgottoworkherway.Isatup

andhehandedteatomeandIthankedhim.

Dad:"youevenhaveeyebags"

Isippedonmytea.



Me:"it'snothingserious."

Dad:"youshouldquit"

Me:"Ican'tdad"

Dad:"youwillbegraduatingsoonsowhydon'tyou

takethatasabreakandletmetakecareof

everything,youoverworkyourself."

Me:"Iamfinedad"

Isippedonmytea.

Dad:"Ileftsomebreakfastforyou"

Me:"thanksdad.Iloveyou"

Dad:"Iloveyoumoreangel"

Hekissedmyforeheadandhewalkedout.Igotoff

thebedandwenttoboilwatertobathsothatIcan

sleep.ItookmyphoneandIjustscrolledon

Instagram.Idon'thaveanactiveaccountbutIgo

thereeverynowandthen.IseeapictureofUnathi

andIclickonitandshelooksbeautiful,pregnancy

issuitingherverywell.IclickonheraccountandI

justscrollandshelivesthelifeshame.Herfriends

aswellandIsee.PictureofherandNtetheleloand



myheartskipsabeat."5Yearsandstillgoing.I

willalwaysloveyou,nothingcancomebetweenus

".Thatwashercaption.Peoplecommentedwow

andcongratulatedherandIlikedthepicturetillsaw

acommentsurelywasdirectedtomeinaway.Her

friendLondiehadcommented."Congratsfriend,I

amsohappyforyouandyesnothingcancome

betweenyou,evenfatWethoes"

Ohlikethatnow?Thekettleclicked.

Unathi:"yesbabes,notevenPhumbaslikethat

Andiswacantakemyman.Imeanyoucan't

comparethatitallaboutpussy"

Theysharedalaughandpeoplecommented.

SayinghowmuchofahomewreckerIam.I

commentedaswell.

"Wellstaywatchofthosenothing's.Don'tboasttoo

earlysisishemightsurpriseyou"

Igotoffherpage.Iscrolleddownonmyphone.I

wasangryreallyandIdon'tevenknowwherethis

angerIsurfacingfrom.Iunblockedanddialedhis

number.Itrangonceanditwasanswered.



Ntethelelo:"Andi...."

Me:"Ntethelelolistenhereandlistenoncebecause

Iamgonnasaythisonce.Iamnotscaredofyour

wifebutIrespecther.Youaretheonewhowronged

herandme,Ididn'tbutifshewillgoonwiththis

childishbehaviouronsocialmediawithherfriendsI

willshowherwhoIam.Gadaumgodoyiwakho

engazealumekenx(holdyourdogonaleash

beforeshegetsbitten)"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswacalmdown"

Iwasbreathingheavilytryingtocalmdownwhile

pacingupanddown.

Ntethelelo:"areyoucalm?"

Me:"whyamIstilloncallwithyou?"

Ihungupandclickedmytongue.Itookthewater

andIwenttotakeabathandafterIgotinpyjamas

andIgottosleep.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*



AfterAndiswahunguponme.Ithasbeenmonths

ofmetryingtogetholdofher.Ididn'twanttopush

mylimitatthemomentsoIjustwenttosocial

media.Idon'tevenhavetimeforit.IsawUnathi's

timelineandIdidn'tapproveatall.Whatmademe

smilethoughisAndiswa'sresponse.Soshestill

wantsme.IspunaroundfrommychairandIjust

sighed.HonestlyIhaveneverfeltsomiserablein

mylifewithouther.YesIshouldbelookingforward

inthebirthofourprincessandouranniversarybut

ahugepartofmeismissing.Iwentthroughher

picturesonmyphone.Istillhavethem

Me:"Tillyoumine"

IstoodupandtookmycarkeysandIwalkedout.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Ilookedatmyphoneandshehastheaudacityto



saywhatshesaidtome?Shedoesn'tknowme

really.Itookmybagandphoneandstoodup.

Londie:"whereareyougoing?"

Me:"todosomethingIshouldhavelongdone"

IwalkedoutandwenttomycarandIgotinand

droveoff.Iplayedsomemusicinmycar.My

phonewasringingbutIignoreditanditbecame

silent.IdrovetoMamelodiandIgotthereandI

stayedinmycarabitbeforeIgotoffandmademy

wayinsidetheyard.Siesshelivesinsuchaplace,

Ntethelelodiddowngradehere.Iamsureitsmells

here.Ifeelsodisgustedtobeincompetitionwith

such.IknockedonthedoorloudenoughandI

couldhearhertalking.

Andiswa:"eishwhoisit!?"

Sheopenedthedoorandlookedatme.Ipushed

herinandmademywayin.

Andiswa:"Ipresumeyoulostyourwayhome."

turningtofaceherandIslappedhershechuckled.

Andiswa:"canIhelpyou?"



Me:"youhavenonervewantingamarriedman"

Shefoldedherarms.

Andiswa:"pointofcorrectionthatmarriedman

wantsthis,whenyougosomewheregetyourfacts

right"

Me:"nxstayawayfromhim"

Andiswa:"keephiminaleashandhewillstayaway

,nowleave"

ShegavemealookandIclickedmytongueandI

walkedtowardsthedoorandsheheldit.

Andiswa:"becarefulhowyouspeaktopeoplenext

timeorthismanofyours.Youwillloose"

SheshutthedoorinmyfaceandIgroaned.Fuck

her!IwenttomycarandIcalledmom.Ifwhyto

voicemailandIgotinmycaranddroveof.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



Istartedsomethingbydating.Moreespeciallya

marriedmannowIhavetodealwithinsecurewives.

IhadlostmysleepaswellsoIjuststartedcooking.

IamgladIamhavingadayofftodaybecausethat

doubleshiftatthecasinowasreallydraining.Iwas

watchingTVatthesametimeandwhenIwasjust

finisheddadwalkedin.

Dad:"itsmellsniceinhere"

Me:'yeahIcookedyouhavetonotice"

Helaughed

Dad:"Idonotice"

MyphonerangandIlookedatit.

Dad:"aren'tyougonnaanswerthat?"

Me:"and?"

Dad:"talktohim"

Ioutmyphonedown."

Me:"Idon'twantto"

Dad:"lasttime"



Me:"hewillfeedmeliesagain"

Dad:"Andiswa"

Hegavealook.

Me:"dad?"

Dad:"youaremiserable"

Me:"howdoyouknow?"

Dad:"Iamyourfather.Iseethingsandyoulove

him"

Ilaughed.

Me:"that'sfunnydadbecauseIdon't"

Dad:"ifyoudon'tthenwhyareyourunningaway

fromhimwhenyoucangetyouranswersandmove

on"

Ikeptquiet.MyphonerangagainandIlookedatit.

Dad:"goon"

Ihuffedandtookitandanswered.

Me:"whatcanIhelpyouwithNtethelelo?"

Ntethelelo:"canIseeyou?"



Me:"forwhatreasons?"

Ntethelelo:",canyoucome"

Ihuffed

Me:"ok,Iamcoming"

Ihungupandlookedatdad.

Dad:"go"

Me:"ungifakaeweniyazibaba(youareputtingme

inapitdad)"

Dad:"youwillthankmelater"

IgroanandIgoandwearmyslippersandpullmy

gowntogetherandIwalkout.HimandIarenot

datingsoIwon'tdressupforhim.Igotoutand

sawhiscartwohousesawayandhegotoutasI

approachedit.HewantedtogoinforahugbutI

steppedback.Heplacedhishandsinhispocket.

Ntethelelo:"howareyou?"

Me:"Iamok,you?"

Ntethelelo:"(sigh)Miserable"



Ikeptquiet.

Ntethelelo:"canwegetinthecar?"

Me:"sure"

Ididn'tliketheeyesfrompeople.Wegotinandit

wasabitdimmed,hismusicwasplayingonthe

low.Iwasquietbecauseheistheonewhocalled

meerebutIwasuncomfortableaswellbeinginhis

presence.Hiscolognewasstillthesameanditdid

stillhavethesameeffect.hewastooquietaswell.

Me:"NtethelelowhatamIherefor?"

HekissedmylipsandIwastakenbackwithitbut

myeyesjustclosedandwesharedakiss.Ipushed

myselfoffhim.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"AndiswaImissyou.Iammiserable

withoutyou"

Me:"youweren'tbeforeyoumetme"

Ntethelelo:"that'sbecauseIdidn'tknowyouand

nowthatIdoIdon'twanttoletgo"



Me:"Mbulazi"

Hesmiledandperkedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"IwanttodorightbyyouAndiswa"

Ohgodpleaseintervene

Me:"rightby?"

Ntethelelo:"Iwantyoutomarryyou"

Me:"youwantmetobeyoursecondwife?"

Ntethelelo:"yes"

IchuckledandIopenedthedoorandgotoff.

Me:"byeNtethelelo"

Iclosedthedoorandwentinsidetheyard.Hehas

alivershame

.

.
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Insert37

Iwalkedinsidethehousereplayingthemomentand

Ijustlaughedonmyown.Dadwalkedinfromthe

kitchenwithaplateandlooksatmeasifIamcrazy.

Me:"thatlook."

Dad:"areyouok?"

Isatdownonthecouchandhedidthesame.I

sighed.

Dad:"and?Ican'twaitforyou"

Me:"hewantstomarryme.Hewantsmetohis

secondwife"

Heisquiet.

Dad:"heis....wowIdon'tknowwhattosay"

Me:"amIsecondoptiondad?"

Dad:"nobaby.Youarenot"

Me:"thankyou"

Dad:"Iwon'tcomment.Whenyouneedanswers



lookforthemwithinyou"

Me:"Ican'tfindthem.Iamconfused."

Dad:"doyoustilllovehimandhehonest"

Me:"yes,feelingscan'tjustdisappearbutthat

doesn'tmeanIwannagetbacktohim.Heliedto

meandheisdishonestandliesandandacheat"

Dad:"and?....."

Me:"andwhat?"

Dad:"heiskind,lovingandmore......"

Me:"dadwhydoyoualwayschoosehisside?"

Dad:"Iamnot.IamonyoursidebutAndiswayou

can'tseethatbecausehedidthosethingsyouare

overcloudingallthegoodyouhaveeverspoken

abouthimandwhathedidforyouassomeoneyou

werewith.Thatisdangerousandyouarebuildinga

cloudofhateandbitterness"

Iwillquiet.

Dad:"Let'sdothis."

Heputhisfooddown.



Dad:"sayallthethingsyoudislikedabouthimand

youlikedandlet'sseeifhisbadovercloudshis

good"

Me:"ok"

Dad:"mentionallhisbadaspects"

Me:"wellhelied,hecheatedonhiswife,heis

makingmesecondbest.Hewantedmetoquit

becauseIkissedTristan."

Dad:"that'sall?"

Me:"that'sall"

Dad:"mentionallyoulikedabouthim"

Me:"heiscaring,hasadominantsideIlike.Heis

living,hissmileanddimples,hischaracterandwill

tomakemelaugh.....hiseverything"

Dad:"yousee.

Dad:"Good."

Heate.

Me:"Idon'tunderstand"



Dad:"youcanbeangryathimbutnotforlong.

Somewhereyouhavetoforgivehim,notbecause

youwillgobacktohimbutforyourselfandwhen

yougettingintoanotherrelationship"

Me:"ThatrelationshippartIamdonewith"

Dad:"neversaynever"

Hecarriedoneating.Ishookmyheadwithafrown.

.

.

*TRISTAN*

Ihaven'tseenAndiswainalongtime.Sheisnot

thatactiveonWhatsappaswellandIthought

maybeshejustneedssometimeofftocollect

herselfandcoolofffromeverything.Ididn'tknow

shewasdatingMrKhumaloanditcameasashock

tome.Iamhurtthatsheisheartbrokenbutthisis

alsomychancetobewithher.Ireallylikeherand

Amberdoestoothoughsheisshy.Iambrushing

heraftershehasjusttakenabathandweare



watchingspongeBob.Sheisgigglingandclapping

herhands.ShelooksjustlikeLilly,Imissherat

timesandIcan'thelpblamemyselfforthewayshe

died.MyphonerangandItookitanditwasMom.

Me:"Hello"

Mom:"Howareyoumybaby?"

Me:"Iamgood.Howareyou,howisdad?"

Mom:"Iamwell,yourfatheriswellaswell"

Momdoesn'tcallmuch,wegetalongand

sometimeswedon't.

Mom:"howismygranddaughter?"

Me:'youcantalktoher."

Mom:"Thapelo"

IgaveAmbermyphoneandtheystartedtalking.I

wouldgiveanythingtohaveamomentwith

AndiswaandAmber.Ilookatmydaughtergiggle

assheistalkingtohergrandmother.

Amber:"lennakeaO'rata(Iloveyoutoo)"

ShehandsthephonetomeandIhangupanpull



hertome.

Amber:"papa(daddy)"

Me:"baby"

Amber:"whenisauntyAndiswavisitingagain?"

Me:"Youwanthertovisit?"

ShenodsandItakeoutmyphoneandIbreathout.I

hopesheanswers.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

IhavejustparkedmycarandIburriedmyheadon

thesteeringwheel.ImessedupbigtimeandIam

tryingbutitseemstoallgoinvain.Itakemyphone

andIgetoutofthecarandImakemywayinside

andIfindUnathiwatchingTVwhileshehasherfeet

inafootmassage.Sheturnstome.

Unathi:"youareearlybaby"



Me:"whatisthatstuntyoupulledonInstagram?"

Unathi:"ohwthat"

Me:"awukhuzekiUnathi?(Don'tyoulistenUnathi?

)"

Unathi:"babysoyouaregonnachooseheroverme

"

Me:"withyourattitudeyes!"

Shestoodup.

Unathi:"excuseme?"

Me:"justdoyouUnathi,carryonbeingchildish"

Unathi:"childishNtethelelo,howamIsupposedto

feelwhenyoucheated!"

Me:"Don'tyouseethistracesbackonhowyouare.

Youarerude,youdon'trespectmeasamanand

youdon'trespectmyfamily,youhitmeandlandme

inhospitals,it'sallwaybeforeIcheatedonyou!"

Unathi:"Iamtheproblemhere,fuckyouok

Ntethelelo!"

Shethrewaremotemydirection



Me:"see"

Unathi:"fuckyouandyourtramp!"

Iwentandheldherhands.Shewasfighting

Me:"calmdown"

Unathi:"don'teven"

Me:"calmdownUnathi"

Shecalmeddown.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Unathi:"thenwhy...."

Me:"letmefinish"

Shekeepsquiet.

Me:"butweallhaveabreakingpointorapointof

sayingit'senough"

Unathi:"enoughaboutme?"

Me:"justenough"

Unathi:"whatdoyoumean!?Youwanttomarry

hernow?!"



ShewasshoutingandIjustclosedmyeyestrying

toremaincalmwhileIclenchedmyjaws.Iletgoof

herhands.

Me:"Ithinkourlawyerswillattesttothat."

Iturned.

Unathi:"Ntethelelowhatdoyoumean?"

Me:"loveisnotenoughattimesUnathi,ImeanI

wantadivorce.Ican'ttolerateitanymore"

Sheheldhermouth.

Unathi:"youdon'tmeanthat.BabyIloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoutoobutIcan'tanymore"

Iturnedtowalkupthestairs.Somethinghitmy

headandmyvisionwasblurryasmyheadhurts.

Unathi:"youcan'tleaveme!Youwon'tleaveme!"

Somethinghitmybackaswellandbashedmyhead

andIwentdownthestairsanditwaslightsout.

.

.



.

*UNATHI*

IthrewavaseathimandanythingIcangetmy

handson.Hecan'tleavemeandhewon'tleaveme

forsomeoneelse.WhenhewentdownthestairsI

stoppedandIlookedoverathim.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

HegroanedabitandIrushedtohim.Iliftedhis

headashewasfacingupanditwasbloody.

Me:"(crying)babypleaseIamsorry.Pleasedon't

leaveme.Iwillchange"

Iwasshakingandcrying.WhathaveIdone.He

wasgroaninginpain.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



iwasinmyroom.Ihadjustfinishedmy

assignmentandoutmylaptopaway.Iwaslooking

attheceilingandIwasinthoughtsbeforemy

phonerang.ArghwhatdoesNtethelelowant?I

tookitanditwasTristan.Wehaven'ttalkedina

while.IsatupandIanswered.

Me:"Hello"

Tristan:"Andiswa,howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgoodandyou?"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"wemissyouwithAmber"

Ismiled.

Tristan:"doyoumindtalkingtohershekinda

missesyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"Idon'tmind.

Iheardabitofshufflingandthenalittlevoice

spoke.

Amber:"hi,auntyAndiswa"



Shesaidinashyvoice..Igiggled.

Me:"Hibabygirlhowareyou?"

Amber:'Iamgood"

Me:"Imissyou"

Amber:"really?"

Me:"yesreallyandIwillvisitsoon"

Amber:"Ok,Iloveyou"

Thatmeltedmyheart.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

ShewentquietandTristanspoke.

Tristan:"Iamsorryaboutthat"

Me:"noit'sfine.Ireallyappreciatethiscall."

Tristan:"(clearinghisthroat)wewouldliketosee

youagain"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Me:"sure,Iwouldlovethat"

Tristan:"sinceitSaturdaytomorrowwecangoout



foricecream"

Igiggled.

Me:"youaresoshy,ofcauseIwouldlovetoseethe

angelagain"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"ok.Haveagoodnight"

Me:"youtoo"

HehungupandIputmyphoneaway.Ambermade

mynightwiththecall.

.

.

.
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*UNATHI*

WegottothehospitalandNtethelelowasrushed

intotheater.It'sallmyfaultthatheishere.Ihave

beencryingsincewecamehere.Therewasalotof

blood.Whatifhedoesn'tmakeit,whatwillbecome

ofourbaby?Whatwillbecomeofme.Londiewas

huggingmeandhushingme.

Londie:"Iamsorryfriend.Hewillbeok"

Vuyani:"Iamlayingchargesonyou"

Londie:"youcan'tdothatheIpregnant."

Zama:"youneedtogetcheckedUnathibecauseit

seemslikeyouhavebipolartendencies"

Ijumpedonherandchokedher.Kwandopulledme

fromher.

Me:"Iamnotcrazyok!"

Vuyani:"shutup!"

Londie:"Don't......"

Vuyani:"don'tstartmewenaLondiwe!"



HisbrothersandLisamadetheirwayin.

Lisa:"meandyoutoday"

Shesaidputtingherbagdown.

Ayanda:"laternothere."

Mbongeni:"UnathiIthinkit'sbestyougohome."

Me:"IamnotleavingNtethelelohere"

Lisa:'youlandedhimhereyoutramp"

Me:"Iwillhityou"

Lisa:"come,comehitmeandIwillpopthatbaby

outofyou"

Me:"I...."

HeDrcameandeveryonerushedtohim.

Vuyani:"HowisheDr?"

Dr:"hesufferedsomeswellingintohisbrainand

hadsomeexternalandinternalbleedingaswell.

Wedidmanagetounclotthebloodinhisbrainbut

hewillsufferatgreatcostbecausethatinjurywas

serve.HeisaComafornowandwewillmonitor



hisperformance."

Zamani:"heisgoingtobeok?"

Dr:"it'stwoways.Hemightrecoverbuthewill

endureheadacheseverynowandthenandalso

Amnesiaorhecouldbebraindead."

LisaslappedmeandIstumbledandAyandacaught

me,Mbongeniheldher.

Lisa:"letmekillher"

Mbongeni:"sheispregnantLisacalmdown."

Iwasintears.

Me:'"hehastosurvive."

Ayanda:"Iwilltakeherhome.ThanksDr,canwe

checkuponher?"

Dr:"Thisway"

HecarriedmeasIcried.

Me:"IamsorryAyanda.Hewantedtoleavemefor

her.Iamsorry"

Hewasquiet.OhmyGod.



.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IwokeupinthemorningandIwenttofreshenup.

It'saSaturdayandIamgladIhavetheweekendoff

becauseyho.IwillonlygobacktoworkonSunday

fornightshift.Iwenttoboilsomewateranddad

hadmadebreakfastforme.Ieatandmaketeaand

afterIwashthedishesanddocleanaroundthe

house.IwashthecurtainssoIcangetmymindoff

things.Ifeltasharppaininmylowerabdomenas

Iwaswashingoutside.

Me:"aahh"

Iheldthere.Itwaslikesomeonewascuttingmeor

periodpainsmaybe.IstoodupandIwentinsideto

drinksomewaterandthepainswereSevier.Iwent

tocheckifmaybemyperiodsarenotcomingandI

sawlittleblooddripsandIwenttoboilwaterto



bath.IbathedandthenafterIlotionedandworea

padbeforeIgoandproceedwithmywashing.

AfterIwasdoneIwenttodrinksomepainkiller.

Periodpainsareworse.Theblooddropletswere

smallthough.MyphoneranganditwasTristan.

Me:"hello"

Tristan:"weareabouttocometoyourhouse"

Me:"ok.Iwillseeyouthen"

Tristan:"Wearawhitetop"

Me:"Iwillsearchforone"

Tristan:"ok"

HehungupandIwentthroughmywardrobeand

boywasitmessy.IgotjeansandItookoutmy

whiteshirtandNtethelelo'shoodiecameoutaswell.

Itookitandheldontoit.Ismelleditandhisscent

isstilltherebutnotstronger.Mychestbecame

painingandmyheartclenchedasitwasbeating

fast.Tearsweldedupinmyeyesandasob

chockedmythroat.Icriedwhilesniffingand

holdingontoit.Allthememorieswesharedbefore



theliesappearedsurfaced.Fromthecarridesto

thecookingtothechallenges,everythingandI

enjoyedeverymomentofitanditendedwithhis

smile.Thefirstsmilehesharedwithmeinhisblue

overrallsthefirstdayImethim.Ineverthoughthe

wasmyboss.TristansaidhedemandsrespectsoI

thoughtitwassomemeanmanbutno.Heissweet

likehoney.Whydoesithurt.Hehurtme.That's

becauseIstilllovehim.DadwasrightIstilllove

himandIcan'tgetridofthosefeelingsevenifI

triedtheywon'tinsteadtheymakemewanthim

more.Itriedtogetridofhiminmyheadandheart

butit'slikeitcomesbackstronger.Ilaidonmybed

andIcried.

Me:"WhyNtethelelo?whatdidIdotoyou?"

ThatwasthequestionIaskedmyself.Myphone

rangandItookitandanswered.

Tristan:"Weareoutside"

Me:"ok"

Iclearedmythroatandhungupandgotup.Iputit

awayandItookthewhitet-shirtandjeansandwent



toironquickly.Icheckedmypadandthebleeding

stopped.Itwasn'tfull.IchangeditandItookmy

bagandIwalkedoutlocking.Dadwenttowork

today.IapproachedthemandAmberwaswearing

awhiteshirtandTristanablackonebutwewereall

injeans.Amberinjeansshirts.Shecameand

huggedmylegs.Thischildmakesmewarminside.

Icrouched.

Me:"heyangel"

Amber:"helloauntyAndiswa"

IstoodupandTristanlookedatme.

Me:"Ahugforafriend"

Hechuckledandwesharedahug.WhatIneeded

fromafriend.

Tristan:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgettingthere"

Lies,Iamgettingnowhere.Wegotinthecarandhe

droveoff.Wetalkedaboutrandomstuffbeforewe

reachedthepark.

Me:"Ithoughtweweregoingforicecream"



Tristan:"therewillbeicecream"

Inoddedandwegotout.Hetookabasketanda

blanketandIsmiled.

Me:"youshouldhavesaidit'spicnicIwouldhave

openedspaceinmybelly"

TheylaughedandAmbertookmyhandaswe

walkedtofindaspot.Wefoundshadeandwesat

down.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

TheDrsaidmybloodpressureishighandtheyput

anIVonmeandmonitormybaby.Iwillleaveina

fewhoursbecauseIwashereovernight.Icouldn't

helpbutcry.WhyisGoddoingthistome?Ididn't

meantohurthim.Iwasjustangryatthethoughtof

himleavingme.Hepromisedhewouldneverbut

heisgoingagainsthispromise.Iheardclicking



soundsandIlookedupanditwasMomanddad.I

haven'tseehiminsolong.Momcameinandshe

cametohugme.

Mom:"mybaby"

Me:"Ididn'tmeantomom"

Dad:"haveyoubeentakingyourpillsprincess?"

Mom:"Idon'twanthertorelyonthem!"

Me:"mommyithurts"

Dad:"butlolatthepoorboy.It'stohelphercontain

heranger"

Mom:"sheisnotcrazy"

Dad:"sheisnotbutshehasangerissuesbecause

ofyou"

Mom:"that'senough"

Mombrushedmybackanddadwalkedout.They

don'tseeeyetoeyeattimes.Hencetheydon'tlive

togetheranyidea.

Me:"whydidyoudoitmom?"



Mom:"Iamsorry"

Me:"youknowIlovedhim.Iamlikethisbecauseof

him."

Mom:"shhh"

Ihaveangerissues.Ilovemymotheratthesame

timeIhateher.Iusedtobebulliedinprimary

schoolandthatkilledmeandmademegointo

depression.IgotinhighschoolandIwasfriendsto

thisguyLethabo.Hewasinmatric.Defendme

fromotherbulliesandIalsogainedconfidenceand

becametheonewhobulliedothers.Webecame

bestoffriends.Tillhewenttovarsityandthings

weregreatthereandthere.Myfamilylikedhimand

Iwasluckytohaveafriendlikehim.Momthought

weweredatingatsomepoint.Wellhedidbreakmy

virginityandIhadalittlecrushonhimtillmy21st

birthday.ThatnightIwillneverforget.Wewereat

aclubthatwasbookedthewholenightforme.

LethabowasbusywithhisgirlfriendandIwas

heartbrokenbecauseIlikedhimandmomwasthat.

Thingsspiraledoutofcontrol.Wefoughtwithhis

girlfriendandIspilledalcoholonhimandcalled



himallnamesandIwascrying.Iwalkedoutandhe

followedtriedtotalktomeandmomcameoutas

wellwithafireworkinherhandandonesparkand

hewasdonefor.Heburnedtodeathandwewere

watchingandtrying.Ihavenevercriedlikethatin

mylife.Iamwater.ScaredofloosingpeopleIlove

henceIamlikethis.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Iwashavingablastwiththem.Tristantookalotof

picturesofAmberandmeandtheyweresocute.I

askedhimtosendthemtomeandhedid.Iposted

oneandcaptioned"wishyouweremydaughter"I

wishIhadachildtobringthiskindofjoytomy

heart.AmberwasnowasleeponmythighsandI

wasrestingonTristan's.Nothingmuchreally.I

waseatingchips.



Tristan:"Andiswa"

Me:"mmmh"

Tristan:"thankyouforspendingthedaywithus"

Me:"nothankyou.Ineededthistimeofffrom

everything"

Tristan:"wemissyouatwork"

Ilaughed"

Me:"Ibetyoudo"

IplayedwithAmber'shairandIranmyfingeronher

plumpedcheeks.Shelookssoadorable.

Tristan:"Andiswa"

Me:"Tristan"

Tristan:"Istilllikeyou"

MyheartstoppedandIlookedathimandhelooked

downatme.

Me:"Ican'tbewithanyoneTristan"

Tristan:"Iwon'thurtyouintentionally"

Me:"itwouldbeunfaironyou."



Isatup."

Me:"lookyouareanamazingguybutIdon'twanna

doyoulikethat.Ihaven'thealedandIneedtofind

myself.IamstillinlovewithNtetheleloandIam

tryingtogetoverhim"

Tristan:"Iunderstand"

TherewassilenceandIlaidback.

Tristan:"CanIbeyoureverythingtillyouheal"

Me:"inwhatmanner?"

Tristan:'morethanfriendsbutfriendmanner.Like

rebound"

Ilaughed.

Me:"explainitplease"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"likegiveusatryandifyoufallforhimor

getbackwithhimIwillbackoff.Ifyoufallforme

maybeifyoufallforanotherpersonwecutoutthis

agreementsameasme"

Me:"butyoulikeme"



Tristan:"andIamwillingtoseeyouhappy."

Me:"soit'slikewedating?"

Tristan:"yeah.Wewillbefriendsaswell.Irespect

yourspaceaswell."

Me:"whyresorttothathurtingyourself"

Tristan:"evenifyoudon'tlovemebuttobewith

youandshowyouwenotallthesame"

Me:'Idon'tknow"

Tristan:"Ipromiseyouwillheal"

Isighed.Thisistough

Me:'"let'sseewhereitgoesthen"

Heperksmylipsandsmiles.

Trisha:"thankyou"

Wespenttherestfthedaychatting.Idon'tlove

Tristan.IloveNtetheleloandmyheartagreeswith

that.IfeellikeIamcheatingonhim.ShouldIfeel

likethat?

.



.

.
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Afteralongdayatthepark,Amberwokeupandwe

wenttogetsomeicecreambeforewewalkedback

tothecarandTristandrovemebackhome.We

weretalkinghereandtherebutsomehowmymind

wasn'thereaswell.Heplayedsomemusicand

thatmadethingsabitbetter.Wearrivedin

Mamelodiandwesaw2carsparkedinfrontofmy

home.Heparkedbehindthem.HasBabuMncane

XolanibuyanewcarorisitmalumeuThulani.Yeah

wedon'tseemuchofhimbecausehelivesin

Mozambique.WegotoutofthecarandIhugged

Ambergoodbye.

Amber:"bye"



Ikissedhercheekandshegiggledbeforegetting

insidethecar.Tristanwaslookingatmewith

handsinhispocket.

Tristan:"comecloser"

Icamecloserandheheldmychinandlaidaperk

andlookedatmeinmyeyes.Hisgreeneyessuited

himquietwell.

Tristan:"goodnight."

Ismiled.

Me:"goodnight"

WesharedahugandIwentinsidetheyardwaving.

ImademywayinsidethehouseandIopenedthe

doorandallheadsturnedtome.Iswallowed.

Dad:"comein,theyhavebeenwaitingforyou"

Iclosedthedoorandmademywayin.

Me:"Sanibonani(hello)"

TheygreetedbackandIsatnexttodad.Whatis

goingonhere?Letitnotbenegotiationsbehindmy

backorIwillkillNtethelelo.



Dad:"Doyouknowthem?"

Myheartskipsabeat.

Me:"yebobaba"

IknowtwoofthemandthatisAyandaandzamani

,theothertwoIdon'tknowthematall.Iguessit's

hisotherbrothers.

Dad:"Good.Theyhavenewsforyou"

Zamanistartstosigh.MyheartskipsabeatandI

feellikeit'sbeatingonmythroat.

Ayanda:"UhmAndiswaweknowaboutour

brother'sfaultstoyouandwetrulysorryonhis

behalf....."

Icuthimoff.

Me:"IwillnotbeNtethelelo'ssecondwife."

Guy:"wearenothereforthat"

Ayanda:"heneedsyou"

Ifrowned.

Zamani:"Ntetheleloisinthehospital"



Me:"whathappened?"

Theylookedateachother.

Zamani:"Hehadanaltercationwithhiswifeand

shehurthim.HeisinaComaaswespeak"

Ayanda:"Iknowyouareangryathim.Wejust

wantedtoinformyou"

Guy:"personallyIlikeyousoIamjustheretosee

you"

Welaugh.Theystoodup.

Zamani:"Siyabongababa(thankyousir)"

Dad:"Noproblem"

Me:"wait..."

Theystop.

Me:"Iwanttoseehim"

Ayanda:"It'sok"

Me:"letmechangefirst"

TheynoddedandIwenttochange.Alotofthoughts

roamedinmyhead.Whatreallyhappened?Why



wouldhiswifedosomethinglikethat.Hurtthe

personyoulove.Ichangedtoblackleggingsand

hishoodiewithsneakersandItookmyphoneand

somemoneyandIwalkedoutandhuggeddad.

Dad:"besafe"

Me:"Iwillbe"

Hekissedmyforeheadandwewalkedout.Wegot

inthecarandtheydroveoff.Iwasinthoughts.I

didn'tevenfeelthejourneytothehospital.Wegot

thereandgotoutandwewereledtothewaiting

roomandYhoIwantedtoturncauseallheads

turnedtousandnoweyesonme.Ifeltoutofplace

soIjustlookeddown.

Lady:"ohmyGodfinally"

Shecameandhuggedmeandanotheronefollowed

tohugme.Iwasoverwhelmedhonestly.

Lady:"IamLisathesister"

Lady:"IamUnamithesisteraswell.WowIhave

beenwaitingforthedayIseeyou"

Me:"ohw"



Lisa:"don'tbeshy,wedon'tbite"

Ayanda:"Whereisthedr?"

Womanwaslookingatmeandshesmiled.Iguess

it'stheirmother.Ismiledaswell.Shelookssweet

shame.Hisfamilymembersseemsosweet.

Unami:"theywenttocheckonhimtheywillcallus

"

Henoddedandtheysatmedownandintroduced

themselves.Theirfatherwasn'therethoughand

yesthesweetlookingwomanishismother.

Me:"Iamhappytoknowyouall"

Unami:"wearehappysisterinlaw"

Ayanda:"Unami"

Unami:"whereisUnathianyway?Myhandis

itchingtohither"

Shesaidwithaangrylook.

Lisa:"minewasn'tsatisfiedbutyouknowyour

brothers"

Shesatdown.



Me:"isn'tshepregnanttohither"

Theylookedatme.Ishouldshutmymouth.They

seemtonotlikeher.

Ayanda:"DankieMakoti(thankyou)"

TheDrwalkedin.

Dr:"MeKhumalo"

Theystoodup.

Zamani:"comekoti,Igotyou"

Hetookmyarmandwrappedhisarmsaroundmy

neck.Iwassoshortyho.IwishIhadasibling

though,wouldIbethiscrazyaroundthemora

brotherwhowillhookhisarmaroundmeandtell

mehehasgotme.Howwoulditallbelike.?We

gotinthewardandalreadyhisothersiblingsareby

hisbedside.Wegetthereandmyheartbreaksand

clenched.Hewassilentandhadhiseyesclosed.

Hisheadwasbandaged.Itriedtoswallowalump

thatwasinmythroatandIreachedmyhandtohold

hisbutIstopped.

Lisa:"It'sok"



ShesmiledandIslowlytouchedhishandwhile

minewasshaking,it'sallmyfaultthatheislaying

here.Iamsuretheywerefightingbecauseofme.I

wassilentandhismotherkeptonsmilingthough

hersonislikethis.Isshetryingtoactstrong?She

isadmirableifsheisbecauseIwouldberollingon

thefloorifitwasmychild.Iletgoofhishand.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Iwalkedoutwiththemcallingmyname.Tearsran

downmycheekandsomeoneheldmyupperarm

anditwasAyanda.HehuggedmeandIcried.

Ayanda:"heisstrong.Hewillbeok"

Myheartwasbleeding.WillIeverseethose

dimpleseveragain?

Me:"it'smyfault.If,ifIdidn'tcomeintohislifehe

wouldn'tbelayingthere"

Ayanda:"don'tblameyourself.Unathiwastoxic

beforeyouevencame.Youshouldn'tblame

yourself."

Isniffed.



Ayanda:"nowletswipethosetears"

IwipedmytearsandUnamirushedtomeand

huggedme.

Unami:"it'soksisi"

Isighedandheldherback.Idon'twanttoloosehim

Godpleasecanhewakeupforthesakeofhis

family.Ireallybegyou.

.

.

TwodayshavepassedandIhaven'tbeengetting

propersleep.Iwouldworknightshiftandwheni

comeoutfromworkIjustcomehereandlookat

him.IsometimesreadbooksinthelikesofDudu

Busani'Hlomuthewife'orBareaswell.Ieven

boughthardcopiesjustafewdaysagoandIfindit

betterreadinglikethat.Ihadjustcamefromwork

andIwalkedinhisward.Iwasallowedanytimeto

seehim,IwenttowashmyhandsbeforeIgottohis

sideandkissedhisforehead.Iwon'tlietomyself

aboutmyfeelingsforhim.NomatterhowhardI

triedIwasjustbreakingmyselfbutIdon'tthinkI



willgoback.Ipulledthecovertocoverhisupper

bodyabit.Theysaytalkinghelpsandtalkingtohim

hemightwanttorecover.Ididn'tsayanythingthese

pasttwodays.Isighed.

Me:"youcomefromaverylovelyfamily,makesme

wishmyfamilywasthatbig."

Ifiddledwithmyfingeranddranksomewater.

Me:"Iloveyou,it'sonefeelingIcan'tseemto

detachmyselffromit.Ihateyouforlyingtome

andmakingmefeelthisway.Soinlovewithyou.I

hateyouforbeinghereonthisbed.Ihateyoufor

beingmarriedandwassoperfectthatIwasblinded.

Ihatehowyoumakememeltandjustthinkofyou

outoftheblue.IhateLovingyouNtethelelo"

Iwasupnowonmyfeetlookingoutthewindow.I

sighedandheldontoitwhilesippingmytears.I

turnedbacktohimandhehasn'tmoved.Iwalked

backtohimandIheldhischeekandperkedhislips

thenforeheadandIlookedathim.

Me:"IloveyouNtethelelo,comeback"

.



.

.
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*UNATHI*

IwantedtogoandseeNtethelelobutwheniwent

tothehospitalIwasn'tallowedinandhencehis

familysaidIneededabreakfromtheirfamilywhich

meansIshouldmoveoutabitfromhishouse.I

foughttoothandnailandmomsaidIshouldlet

NtethelelorecoverfirstbeforeItakeastepinallof

this.Everythingwillbeokright?Hewillstillloveme

right?IhadjustwokeupandIwaslayinginmybed.

TearsarenomoreanymoreandIjustwanttocry.

Myheartachesaswell.thereisaknockonthedoor



anditopensandQamowalksin.Irollmyeyes

becauseiknowIamirritatedalready.

Qamo:"don'trollyoureyesatme"

Shesatdownnexttome.

Qamo:"howareyou?"

Iwassilent.Ijustlookedatherandthenlookedthe

otherway.

Qamo:"IamtryingUnathi"

Me:"towhat?"

Qamo:"tobeinyourcorner,wemaynotbethe

bestofsistersthatbecauseIcare.Ihavealways

caredbutyourbehaviourispushingpeoplearound.

Whathappenedtoyou?EversinceLethabo....."

Me:"don'tmentionit."

Isatup.

Qamo:"let'sgovisithim"

Me:"who?"

Qamo:"Lethabo.Youneedit"



Me:"Qamoplea......"

Qamo:"comeandgobath.Weneedyouupand

running"

ShepulledthecoversandIgotoffthebedgroaning

andIwenttothebathroom.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Mercy:"It'sbeensomedayswithouttalkingtoyou"

Me:"yeahthingshappenedIamsorryaboutthat"

Mercy:"IamsorryaboutNtethelelo.Iheard"

Me:"yeah"

IsighandIhaveonehandinmypocketandjust

bittingmyliphereandthere.

Mercy:"IalwaysknewUnathihadissuesbutnot

thisbig"



Me:"Ican'tbelievehiswifedidhimlikethat."

Mercy:"Yeahmetoo.Ntethelelocanwaitshame.I

wouldhavekilledher"

Me:"Maybesheneedshelp"

Mercy:"sheshouldgetarrestedforit"

Me:"Sheispregnant"

Mercy:"mxmyabonawenanakhokeuhamba

uzwelana(thereyouhavestartedwithfeelingbad

forpeople)"

Me:"don'tyou?"

Mercy:"oklet'snottalkaboutUnathinow.Pearlis

back"

Isighed.

Me:"whathasshedonenow?"

Mercy:"shesendingvideosofherselffingering

herself"

Me:"Yhothat'stenseandwhatissandiledoing

aboutthat?"



Mercy:"Idon'tevenwannaknowbutIwillvisither

oneofthesedays."

Me:"don'tbeatsomeoneup"

Mercy:"Iwillkillher."

Me:"HaiboMercy!"

ThenMrsKhumalowalkedinholdingalunchbox.

Me:"ihavetogomntase."

Mercy:"sharpMngoh(Friend)"

Shehungupandhismothersmiled.

Me:"Sawubonaman(hellomah)"

Shesmiled.

Her:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgoodandyou?"

Her:"Iamgoodmychild."

Sheputthelunchboxdown.

Her:"bengithembaukuthiuzovukamanje(Iwas

hopingyouwouldwakeupnow)"



Shebrushedhisfacegently.Shehasalittlesmile

onherfaceandIaskmyselfhowshedoesit.She

takeshishandandkissesitbeforelookingatme.

Her:"thankyou"

Me:"for?"

Her:"Lovinghim."

ShesmiledwiderandIdidthesame.

Me:"Hemakesiteasy"

Shegiggled.Sheisbeautifulagingwoman,but

beautifulandhersoulmakeshermorebeautiful.

Her:"Iamsureyouarehungry"

Me:"Iatefoodfromthecafeteriathankyou"

Wesattheretogetherandjustsilencewhilelooking

atherson.

Her:"Samenzani?(Whatdidweeverdotoher?)"

Me:"Mah?"

Her:"(glossyeyes)umakotiwethu,Samenzani

(ourbride,whatdidwedotoher)"



Ididn'tknowhowtoanswerthatandshewipesher

tearsandmyheartbreaks.Nothinghurtsthanto

seeagrownupcry.

Her:"ngisamthandanamanje(Istillloveher)"

YhoifIwasinhershoesIwouldhateherfordoing

thistomysonbutthiswomanisreallyadmirable.

Me:"hewillwakeupverysoon."

Shetakeshishandandstartedtospeak.

Her:"NtetheleloMntanamibuya(Ntethelelomy

childcomeback)"

Shesniffed.It'sgettingtoher.Tearsleftmyeyes

butIwipedthem.

Her:"Iloveyoumychild"

Shekisseshishandandlooksatme.Ilookdown

,thereissilenceagainandIlookatNtethelelo.

Me:"Mbulaziwakeupforyourmother.Sheneeds

you"

Istoodupandwalkedoutjusttogivethemsome

space.Iwenttobuysomecoffeeandmyphone



rang.ItwasdadandIansweredit.

Dad:"angel"

Me:"(sigh)Hidad"

Dad:"youatthehospital?"

Me:"yesIamatthehospital,Igotherethis

morning"

Dad:"youneedtorestaswell"

Me:"Ican't.Iwanttobetherewhenhewakesup"

Dad:"youstilllovehim?"

Ikeepquiet.

Dad:"Iwon'tstopyouAndiswa.Ifyouwanttogo

backit'sokbutknowIwillalwaysbetheretopick

upthepieces."

Ipaidformycoffeeandtookit.

Me:"Iamnotgoingbacktohimdad"

Dad:"Iwasjustclearifyingthings.Iloveyou"

Isippedonmycoffee.

Me:"Iloveyoutoodad"



Ismiledandhehungup.Isighedandwalkedback

whiledrinkingmycoffee.Igotinthewardandthe

Drwastherealonewithhim.

Me:"ohsorryIdidn'tknow......"

Dr:"it'sok.Iwasdonecheckingupandonandhe

seemsfine."

Inodded

Dr:"letmegethimsomepainreliefs"

HewalksoutandIwenttomybagtoputmywallet

awayandsomeonespoke.

"CanIhavewater?"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Iturnedandhewasin

painbyhisfacialexpressions.Ijuststoppedthere

andhisfamilywalkedin.

Lisa:"BrotherYhoIthoughIhadtoslapyouback

tolife"

Mbongeni:"it'sjustbeenafewdaysAnelisa"

IwasstillrootedwhereIwastilltheylookedatme.

Ayanda:"howareyouAndiswa?"



Me:"I...I..I'mfine"

Ntethelelo:"youaremakingnoiseguys"

Heopenedhiseyes.Hisvoicewasveryhoarselike

hewasabouttolooseitbutdeep.Helookedatme.

Ntethelelo:"whoisshe?"

Ijustgrabbedmybag.

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Iwalkedoutandtheywerecallingme.Hedoesn't

knowme?Hedoesn'tknowmeanymore.Ifeltpain

inmychestasIwaswalkingoutthehospital.I

wipedmytears,Iguessit'sasignthatreallyI

shouldbeoutofhislifeforeversoashiminmine.

MyphoneranganditwasTristan.Iignoreditand

wenttobuysomewinebeforetakingataxihome.

.

.

*SANDILE*

Thingsathomehavebeensweetandsouratthe



sametime.Pearlisdeterminedtomessupmy

marriage.IusedtoloveherbutIloveMercymore.

ShehasmyheartandIamproudtosaythatIam

whipped.Iwasinmyofficeoncallwithourmajor

supplierfromColumbia.Myproductsarealways

100%that'swhymyterritoryisthemostfeared

territorybecauseIdon'ttakenonsense.Thedoor

openedandMercywalkedinandIhadtocutthe

callshortandIhungup.Shewasinablackmini

skirtwithawhitefishnetlongsleevetop.Onlyher

nippleswerecoveredandheels.Sheputthespur

paperbagonthetableandturnedtome.

Mercy:"Ibroughtlunch"

Me:"whatareyouwearing?"

Mercy:"clothes"

Me:"youcallthoseclothes.Theyareexposingmy

assets"

Shecomesbymysideandsitsontopofmeand

kissesmyneck.

Mercy:"that'sthepoint"



Igroanedasshegrindedonmeandshegotoffand

wenttolockthedoor.Shesatoppositemeandher

thighswereexposed.Sheopenedthepaperbag.

Mercy:"howisyourdaysofarbaby?"

Me:"it'sgood."

ShehandstheribsovertomebutIamnot

comfortablewithherdresscode.

Mercy:"heardanythingonNtethelelo"

Me:"babyyouaremakingmeuncomfortable"

Mercy:"inwhatway?"

Me:"inoneway"

Shegiggledandcovershermouth

Mercy:"youcanbesillyattimesbabedoyouknow

that"

IkeptquietthoughIamintorture.Therewasa

knockonthedoor.

Mercy:"whoisdisturbingus?"

Iclearedmythroat,shegavemealook.



Me:"Ihaveameetingwithperk"

Mercy:"yougottobekiddingme."

Shestoodupanditexposedherrushandshe

doesn'thaveunderwear.Igroanwhilelookingat

herandsheshakesit.Sheunlocksandcomesmy

sideandunbucklesmypantsandliftsherskirtand

getsonmeinsertingherself.Igroaned.

Me:"Fuck!"

Shemoaned.Andwentupanddown.Iheldher

waistandthedooropenedandpearlwalkedin.

Pearl:"Ihavebeen...."

Shelooksatusandmercymoansmore.

Mercy:"ohwSandile"

Ididn'tcare,IgotwhatIwanted.Pearlstoppedout

andbangedthedoorandMercystoppedwithsmirk.

Me:"youusedme."

Sheperkedmylips.

Mercy:"youaremyhusband.Idon'tuseyou"



ShestartstomoveagainandIsmirkaswellwhile

bittingmybottomlip.

Me:"youbad"

Mercy:"sobad."

Ichuckled.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IgothomehoursagoandIwascryingbutnowI

havestopped.IcalledinworkandsaidIamsickso

Iwon'tmakeit.Ijustdidn'twanttogo.Ihad

cookedanddadisinhisroomaswell.Don'tknow

whatishedoingbutke.Myphoneranganditwas

Tristan.IthinkIshouldgivehimarealchance.See

wherethisgoes.IfIgetheartbrokenthenit'slifeI

guess.Iwashalfwaydonewiththebottleofwine.I

answeredthephonecall.

Tristan:"ihavebeentryingyou"



Me:"sorryIwasasleep"

Itookasiponthewine.

Tristan:"canIseeyou?"

Me:"sure"

IhungupandIwenttowashmyfaceandIwalked

out.IhadfreshenedupwhenIwokeup.Igotoutof

thegateinmypyjamasandhechuckled.

Me:"Idon'thaveenergytochange"

Tristan:"noyouarecute."

Weshareahugandhekissesmyforeheadand

thenlaysaperkonmylips,hormoneskickedinand

IwantedmorebutIclearedmythroat.

Me:"metoo"

Tristan:"letsgetin."

Wegotinthebackseatandhelaidmyheadonhis

chest.Theinsidewaswarmaswell.

Me:"howwaswork?"

Tristan:"drainingandIhavetostepupasthe



manager"

Me:"Isee.

Ilookathim.

Me:"whereisAmber?"

Heperksmylipsandit'ssoft.

Tristan:"withmom"

HekissesmylipsandIkisshimbackandIbreakit

becauseofhowIfeel.

Me:"TristanIamnotreadyforthis"

Tristan:"wewon'......."

Me:"Imeanwhat'sgoingon.Iamnotreadyforit"

Hesighs.

Tristan:"Ok"

Ibitmybottomlipandperkedhislips.

Me:"Idon'twantyougettinghurt"

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandpullsmeto

hislap.



Tristan:"Iwon't"

Me:"Iamdeep"

Heholdsmywaist."

Tristan:"RememberwhatIsaid"

Inoddedandhekissesmyneck.Mybodywas

reactingtohistouchandkisses.Thewineistaking

itscourseinthereandalreadyIamwetfromthese

smallthings.

Me:"mmmh"

Hishandgoesintomypyjamabottomandfindsmy

cookieandhisfingersgoin.Imoanandgasp.

Tristan:"IwanttomKeyoufeelappreciated"

Hekissedmyneckashisfingerswentinandoutof

mycookie.Myhandswereonhisshoulders.His

fingerswentdeeperandhekissedmychest.

Tristan:"moanforme"

Me:"ohwTristan!"

Ibitmybottomlip.Hekissesmyneckagainwhile

caressingmyboobandhisfingersdoingalotof



wonders.

Tristan:"Fuckyouwet"

Hepulledhisfingersoutandit'slikeIwason

steroids.Heliftedmeupandtookoutmypyjama

bottom.Wesharedasmallkiss

Tristan:"ready?"

Ididn'tknowifIshouldnodorgobackinsidethe

house.HekissedmyneckandIwaslostwithmy

bodybetrayingme[contentfoundinthegroup]

.

.

.
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MyinsidesweretwichingandIcouldn'tfallasleep



sinceIcamebackfromTristan.Ifeelguilty,likeI

justcheatedonNtetheleloandit'seatingmeup.A

knockonthedoordisturbsmefrommythoughts

anddadpeakshisheadinsidewhilewearinghis

uniform.Ididn'tsleepswink.

Dad:"areyouok?Alotofnoiseandshufflingwas

comingfromthisroom"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Me:"dadIdidsomethingterrible."

Hecameinandhesatonmybed.

Dad:"tellme"

Me:"youremembertheguyIkissed?"

Dad:"yes....."

Henarrowedhiseyes.

Me:"wehadathinglastnight"

Icouldn'tsaysex.Imaginesayingthattoyour

parent

Dad:"Whyareyousayingit'sterrible?"



Me:"Dad"

Dad:"Andiswait'syourlife.Iwon'tjudgeand

questionyoubutIwillalwaysbethereforyouand

helpyououtofsituations"

Ihuggedhim.

Me:"youarethebestyouknow?"

Dad:"yesIknow.Imarriedyourmother"

Igiggled.

Me:"wearegoingtoseeher?"

Dad:"yes.Wedothatnje"

Igiggled.

Me:"justchecking"

Dad:"ihavetorushtowork.Seeyoulaterprincess

"

Hekissedmyforeheadandrushedout.Onthis

weekendSundaywewillgotomom'srestingplace

andjustspeaktoher.Thisisthedayshediedin

andwewanttohonouriteveryyear.Igotoffthe

bedandIwenttoboilwaterformetobathandI



makeasandwichwhileatit.Ihaven'tcheckedmy

phoneandIwillcheckitlater.ItookthewaterandI

wenttobathandafterIgotdressedinjeanswitha

topandNtethelelo'shoodie.Isighedandtookmy

bagandwentoutlocking.Icaughtataxitothe

hospitalandIarrivedthere.Imademywaytohis

privatewardandtherewerehisfriendsandfamily.

Theyallturnedtome.

Me:"Hi,Iamsorrytointerrupt"

Londie:"whatareyoudoinghere?Thisisnotyour

husband"

Amanda:"Youwantmetoplasteryouonthiswall"

Mongezi:"Amanda"

Ijustturnedandwenttositatthewaitingroom.I

needtotellhimbecauseIfeellikeifIdo.Iwillfeel

thereliefinme.Afteranhourtheycameoutand

Zamanipatmyback.Hehasthebrotherlyaura

aroundme.

Zamani:"Bestrongok?"

Inoddedandthankedhimbeforemakingmywayin.



Hewaswatchingabitoftvandhisheadiswrapped

inanewbandage.Hiseyesmovedfromthetvand

cametomeandhadafrownonhisface.Iplaced

mybagnexttohisbed.Ilookedathimandhe

lookedatmeconfused.

Me:"Hi"

Ntethelelo:"Hi"

Isighed.

Me:"canIhugyou?"

Ntethelelo:"(frowning)uhm....I..."

Ijusthuggedhimandtookinthedisinfectthatis

stronginthiswardandtearsweldedupinmyeyes.

HebrushedmybackafterawhileandIbrokeitand

wipedmytears.

Me:"Sorryaboutthat"

Ntethelelo:"it'sok."

Therewasabitofsilence.

Ntethelelo:"whoareyou?"

It'slikeadaggerwasplungedinmyheart.I



suddenlylostmyvoice.

Me:"I...IamAndiswa"

Ntethelelo:"oh,IthoughtyouwereUnathi.IheardI

ammarriedtoherandshelandedmehere"

Isatdownonthechair.

Me:"whatdoyouremember?"

Ntethelelo:"iremembermyfamilyandsomeofmy

friendsfromvarsityandthat'sit."

Me:"ok"

Ntethelelo:"Ifeellikeyouareimportantinmylife

butIcan'tpointitout"

Me:"IthoughtIwas"

Imumbledthatpart.

Ntethelelo:"TellmeAboutyou"

Ibreathedinandout.

Me:"AndiswaBhenguisthename."

Iletoutmyhandandhechuckled.

.



.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Ifeellost,it'slikehugeeventsinmylifethatIcan't

remember.Idon'tknowwheretostartandthepain

,theexcruciatingpainthatcomesfrommyback

,neckandheadisunbearable.Thecaramel

skinnedladyfromyesterdaycametodayandIwas

withher.Ithoughtsheismy"wife".Sheisreally

beautifulandIwonderhowmywifelookslike.What

madeusarguetoapointthatIendeduphere.I

wishtoseeorrememberthatwoman.Myfamily

toldmeIgraduatedinvarsityandIboughtshares

atVolkswagenandIhave3branches.onein

Pretoria,pietermaritzburgandDurban.Iown

anothergaragewithKwando.Icanseethatweall

marriedwithVuyani,Sandileaswell,Nkonzo

,kwandoandMuzi.TheyalsomentionedIhave

beenmarriedfor5yearsandmywifeispregnant

butwhydoesthiswomanmakemefeellikesheis



soimportantImylifeyetIcan'tcrackit.Iam

tryingbutallIfeelisheadaches.

Her:"AndiswaBhenguisthename"

SheletsoutherhandandIchuckle.Haven'tIheard

ofthatbefore.Iletoutmyhand.

Me:"NtetheleloKhumalo"

Andiswa:"IknowMbulazi,ImeanNtethelelo"

Ismiledandshewantedaway.

Me:"tellmeaboutyou.MaybeIcanfindouthow

youknowme."

Andiswa:"Iamtheonlychildathome.Iusedto

workatVolkswagenasacleanerandIamdoing

parttimestudyingatUnisatobeateacher.

Me:"Simplelife."

Andiswa:"yesuntilyoucameintoit"

Shemumbledagain.

Me:"speakup"

Andiswa:"Nothing,lookIhavetogo.Iamgladyou



areok"

Shekissedmyforehead."

Andiswa:"takecareofyourselfformeMbulazi"

Me:"Andiswa"

ShesmiledandsqueezedmyhandandIwas

captivebyher.Iwassweatingjustbyhersaying

Mbulazi.ShewalkedoutandIwasallalonein

thought.Ilookedtowardsthedoorwhereshe

disappearedtooandIsighed.Thisisfrustrating

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Icouldn'ttellhimwhileheisinthestate.IguessI

shouldmoveonthoughit'sgettingharderand

hardernowthathedoesn'trememberme.Icatcha

taxiandmyphonerangandit'sTristan.Lastnight

hewantedustotryanalanditwaspainfulsoIdon't



wanttotalktohim.Iammad.Irejecthisnumber

andgetonthetaxionmywayhome.Iwaslooking

outofthewindow.Howdidmylifegetso

complicatedinashortspaceoftime?PleaseIneed

tounderstandthat.Iaskedthetaxitodropmeoff

atadistancesoIcanwalkandmaybeclearmy

mindwhileatit.Theconductornoddedandthen

theydroppedmeoff.Istartedwalking.Asmuchas

TristanandIhadahunglastnightbutitdidn'tfeel

right.It'slikeIwasforcingthingsfrommyside

whenIknowwheremyheartis.Andwhenitwants

somethingitdisappearslikethat.Whydid

Ntethelelohavetobemarried.Wecouldbefarnow

ifhewasn't.WhywasIthe"MISTRESS"?At21and

IamtitledthatanditwillfollowmetillIgotomy

finalrestingplace.Igothomeandopenedthegate

andlockedbeforegoinginsideandIclosedthe

door.IthrewmybagonthecouchandIsatdown

andsighed.

Me:"Mommylifeismessedup"

Therewassilence.It'slikeIexpecttohearher

response.IstoodupandIwenttochangebeforeI



startedcleaning.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Me:"whatdoyoumeanthathedoesn'tremember

me?"

Londie:"hedoesn't.Evenus"

Isatdowndefeated.

Londie:"thisisanadvantagegirl,nowNtethelelo

willfallforyouagainandforgetthedivorce"

Divorce,ohyesthat.

Me:"Idon'tknow."

Londie:"it'snotlikeweareusingkorobelaonthe

guy"

Me:"butIamsurehisbrotherstoldhimwhatIdid"

Londie:"evenso.youjustchangeyourattitudeand



hewillfallagain"

Ithoughtforawhile.

Me:"let'sprepareformyanniversarythen"

Londie:"that'sthespiritchomi"

Qamowalkedinandfrowned.

Qamo:"Unathilet'sleave"

Istoodup

Londie:"youaregoingtoseeNtethelelo?"

Qamo:"Idon'tseeitanyofyourbusinesswherewe

aregoing"

Me:"Iwillseeyou"

Shestoodupandtookherbagandkeysand

huggedme.

Londie:"Igotyoufriend"

Me:"thanks"

Sheturned.

Londie:"Chiao"



ShesaidwavingandIlookedatQamowhoclicked

hertongue.

Qamo:"siesUnathi"

Me:"don'tstartplease"

SheclappedherhandsandIwenttotakemybag.I

wonderhowIwillfeelaftervisitingLethabo'sgrave

aftersomanyyears.WillIbeabletohandleit.?I

walkedbacktoQamo.

Me:"let'sleave"

Wewentoutandgotinhercarbeforeshedroveoff

tothecemetery.

.

.

.
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*UNATHI*

AftervisitingLethabo.Iwasokafterthat.Ifeltlike

Ihavemyclosurenow.Qamoreallycamethrough

formeasmysisterandIamgratefulfornow

thoughbeforeheswitchesup.

IdecidedtogoandvisitNtethelelotoday.Ican't

stayaway.IworeascarfandsunglassesandI

walkedinthehospitalandwenttohisward.Londie

hadalreadytoldme.Igotinandhewaseating.

Thenursewasfixinghispillowandshethenturned

andwalkedoutasItookmysunglassesoffandI

wenttohissideandhelookedatme.

Me:"baby"

Ntethelelo:"Hi"

Iheldhishand.

Me:"howareyou?"

Ntethelelo:"Iamok.Whoareyou?"

SoLondiewasright.



Me:"i...IamUnathiyourwife"

Iheldhishandbuthemoveditandputitonhis

thigh.Iswallowed.

Ntethelelo:"Why?"

Mythroatbecamedry.

Ntethelelo:"WhatdidIdotoyou?"

Ifeltalumponmythroat.

Me:"youcheatedonmeandwantedtoleaveme."

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Therewassilence.

Me:"babyIloveyouandIdon'twanttolooseyou"

Helookedatme.

Ntethelelo:"canItouchyourbump?"

TheoldNtethelelowouldhavesaidhelovesmetoo.

Iholdhishandandliftmytopupandhetouchesit.

Hishandsarecoldyetremindmeofallthenights

theymademefeelwarm.

Me:"canIhugyou?"



Henoddedandhehuggedme.Ifeltmyselfbeat

ease.

Me:"iloveyouNtetheleloandIamsorry"

Ntethelelo:"Iforgiveyou"

Hedidn'tsayhelovesmeagain.

Me:"youdon'tloveme?"

Ntethelelo:"Ishouldtakemypillsandrest."

Tearsweldedinmyeyes.

Me:"youloveherdon'tyou!Aftereverything

Ntethelelo!"

Heissilentandlooksatme.Iclickmytongueand

Iwalkout.Helovesmerightit'sjusthedoesn't

rememberhowmuchhelovesme.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

"Youdon'tneedtocallanymore



Don'tFuckwithyouatallanymore

YouDon'tneedtostallanymore,anymore

Wedon'tkeepintouchanymore

Callitevenloveanymore,anymore

Anymore,anymore,anymore,anymore

Usedtobetheoneformebaby,baby

Usedtobetheone,usedtobetheone

betheonebaby

You'vebeenswitchinguponmelately,lately

you'vebeenswitchingup,you'vebeenswitching

up

Switchingup,baby"......."

Workingatthecasinoatnightisdraining.Right

nowIwouldbeonmywaytoseeNtethelelobutI

amcontemplatingwithmyself.ShouldIgoandsee

himorjustcuttieswithhim.Myheartmesays.Go

girl,gosupporthimasafriendandmybrainme

says,youarethemistress.Don'tgobutguesswhat?

TheheartwinsandhereIamenteringthehospital.



IgotohiswardandIstandbythedoorandlookat

him.Heisasleepandhelookssohandsomewhile

atpeace.Iwalkinginslowlyandendupstanding

nexttohisbedsideandIrunmyfingersonhisbed

sideandlookathim.Andiswawhatareyoureally

doinghere,thebrainasksbutIignoreit.Isitdown

onthechairandjustlookathimandstudyhis

features.Hiseyesflaptoopenandhedoesfinally

openthemandbelievemeIenjoyedthesight.He

turnshisheadandhefrownsabitandheseemsto

beinpainbutmanagestoletoutasmallsmile.

Me:"carefulyouwillhurtyourself"

Ntethelelo:"Ithoughtyouwillnevercomeback"

Istoodupandhelpedhimsitupandhedrankwater.

Ifixedhispillow.

Me:"whyisthat?"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'tknow.IjustassumedIguess"

Ikeptquiet.Wellhisassumptionswereclose

enough,Igotdonewithhispillowsandheheldmy

waist.



Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Myheartwasbeatingfast.

Me:"Nt....Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"areyoumyfriend?"

Thewordfriendbrokemyheartinmanywaysyou

canimagine.IswallowedwhateverhurtIgotthere

andresponded.

Me:"NoNtethelelowearenotfriends"

Ntethelelo:"thenwhyareyouhere?"

Hedoesn'twantmehere?

Me:"Ishouldleave."

Itookmybagandheheldmyarm.

Ntethelelo:"canwebefriends?"

Friends.Ifelttearsweldupinmyeyes.

Me:"wecanneverbefriendsNtethelelo"

IgotoffhisgripandhespokebehindmewhenI

reachedthedoor.

Ntethelelo:"Why?"



Me:"Itwillhurtme"

Ntethelelo:"Iwon'thurtyou"

Ichuckledatthat.

Ntethelelo:"IfeellikeIneedyouinmylife"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"Wecanneverbefriends,Ican'tbeinyourlife

asanythingthatrelatestoafriend"

Ntethelelo:"givemeagoodreason"

Me:"becauseIstillloveyouNtetheleloanditwould

hurtmesogoodbye"

Iwalkedoutwipingmytears,it'slikeIwasloosing

mybreath.MyheartclenchedandIjuststoodby

theparkinglotandheldontomychestandIjust

cried.

Me:"whydoeslovehurt?"

AsobescapesmylipsasIheldonmythroatasifI

wasbeingchoked.Isatdown,eveniftryitstill

doesn'twork.Ican'tlethimgoinsteadIwanthim

more.



.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

"BecauseIstillloveyouNtetheleloanditwould

hurtmetosogoodbye"

Herwordskeptonringinginmyhead.Hereyes

werefullofpainandtearswerenearing.Iwas

informedabouteveryoneinmylifeandneverabout

her.WhydoIfeellikethis?WhydoIfeellostatthe

verysametime.Isighandmybrotherswalkinonly,

theyaremakingabitofnoise.

Me:"myhead"

Them:"sorry"

Thelo:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"confused"



Ayanda:"about?"

Iturntolookatthem.

Me:"whoisAndiswa?"

Theylookatme.

Zamani:"yourememberher?"

Me:"no,noIdon't.Likedidsheplayapartinmylife

beforetheincident"

Mbongeni:"aloteveninthebedroom"

Ayanda:"dude"

Hekeptquiet.

Zamani:"Uhmsoit'slikethis."

Thelo:"youcheatedonyourwife"

Mbongeni:"withAndiswa"

Ayanda:"butyoulovedthembotheventhoughthe

wifewasdeadbeat"

Zamani:"youevenwantedtomarryher"

Ayanda:"butyounevertoldAndiswayouwere

married."



Mbongeni:"let'ssayyougotbustedandhurtthe

girlandnowhereweareafteryourcrazywife

landedyouhere"

Iwasinthoughts.Ididn'tknowhowtodigestallof

this.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay"

AyandaPatsmyback.

Ayanda:"sheisoneofakind.Shecaresaboutyou

evenwhenyoufuckedherover"

Me:"Iaskedherifwecouldbefriendsandshe

refused.Shesaiditwillhurther"

Thelo:"youcan'tbefriendswithsomeoneyoulove

romantically"

Me:"Ithinkaheadacheiscoming"

Mbongeni:"Uyakuhlanyisausuphathwa

nayikhanda(shedrivesyoucrazy,youevenhave

headaches)"

Welaughed.

Ayanda:"thisisyourchanceeithertochange



thingsforthebestorworst.Choosewisely"

Zamani:"yes.Doso,wewillcomeseeyoulater."

InoddedandIlaidonmybackastheywalkedout.

Me:"God"

Iburriedmyfaceinmyhands.

.

.

.
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ThemomentIgotoutofthetaxiIfeltnumb.I

couldn'tbefriendswithhim,myfeelingscouldn't

allowitsoIjustwalkedtheroadhome.Theroadof

painthatIamfeeling.MyheartisstillinpainandI

don'tknowhowtoreleaseit.IwishIcanripmy



heartoutandjustputitonicesoitcancooldown

becauseitseemstobeburningme.Igethome

andIwalkthroughthedoorandKhuluzaishere.

SheturnsandshefrownsbeforesmilingandIdrop

mybagandthrowmyselfinherarmsandcry.

Khuluza:"sshhmntanami(sshhmychild)"

Ijustsobbedonherchest.

Khuluza:"ugogousakhonamanje.(your

grandmotherisherenow)"

IfelttheloveandwarmthcomingfromherandI

calmeddown.

Khuluza:"come"

Doessheknow?Thatiwasdatingamarriedman?

Sheledmetomyroomandsatmeonmybed..

Khuluza:"sithere"

ShewalkedoutandIsatonthebedandheldonmy

pillow.Awhilelatershecameinwithbathingwater

andwalkedoutandIstrippedandbathed.I

scrubbedmyselfoffhisscentyetitwaslikeit's

stuckatthetipofmynose.Ifinishedwashing



myselfandthenIgotdressedmymypyjamas.She

cameinwithatrayoffoodandteaandgaveitto

me.Shetookmybathingbasin.

Me:"Khuluza"

Khuluza:"Nana"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shesmiledandplacedthebasindownbeforeshe

cameandkissedmyforehead.

Khuluza:"Iloveyoutoonoweatandthenrest"

Inoddedandshewalkedout.Iatemyfoodand

thentookmyplatetothekitchenandshewas

hummingandcleaningup.

Me:"Iwanttohelp."

Khuluza:"opentheradio"

IdidopentheradioforherandGospelmusic

immediatelyplayed.

Khuluza:"awuJesu(ohmyGod)"

SheliftedherhandsandIgiggled.



Khuluza:"youneedtofamiliarizeyourselfwith

prayerattimes."

Me:"IthinkIshould"

Isigh

Khuluza:"IknowsomethingisbotheringyoubutI

won'task.Iamheretoguide"

Me:"yousoundlikedad"

Khuluza:"heismysonafterall"

Ishookmyheadandhelpedhercleanup.Afterthat

IcookedlunchandthenIwenttorestabit.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Idon'teathospitalfood.Momalwaysmakessure

properfoodisdeliveredformebymybrothers.

TheysaydadisinKznandIbelieveit'shis

businessesthatareholdinghim.Iwaseating

beforeIdrinkmypills.Idon'tknowwhyIwas



expectingAndiswatowalkthroughthatdoorbut

shedidn't.Shedidn'tcomebackatall.Isighedand

putmyfoodside"Choosewisely"hesaid.SoI

cheatedonmypregnantwife,whydidIdothatat

thesametimewhydoesAndiswamakemefeellike

this.Likealostpuppy.Ibuzzthenurseandafew

minuteslateronewalksin.

Nurse:"MrKhumalo"

Me:"whenamIbeingdischarged?"

Nurse:"Iam notsure.Iwillaskyourdoctor"

Me:"Ineedtoleave.Ihaveoverstayedandmywife

myneedsme."

Shenoddedandwalkedout.

.

.

*TRISTAN*

IhavebeentryingAndiswaandshedoesn'tgo

throughIwonderwhatiswrong.Inotbacktothe



daywewereintimateandmybloodrushes.Slowly

butsurelyshewillfallforme.IknowbecauseIwill

makesureshelovesmethewayIloveher.She

wouldmakeaperfectmotherforAmberanda

perfectwife.Ihaveknockedofffromworkand

decidedtogoandcheckonher.Igottoherstreet

andIparkedtwohousesawayandIcalledherand

itrangunanswered.Ihuffed.Whyisshenot

answering?Icalledagainandsheanswered.

Andiswa:"Hello"

Me:"comeout"

Andiswa:"TristanI...."

Me:"comeoutIwannaseeyou"

Ihungup.Whyissheactingthisway?Ithought

wehadagreattime.Shecomesoutandscansthe

roadbeforeshecomestowardsmycarandgetsin.

Andiswa:"TristanI...."

Iperkherlips.

Me:"Hi"

Andiswa:"(sigh)HiTristan"



Me:"whatiswrongbaby?"

Andiswa:"us"

Me:"whataboutus?"

Andiswa:"whatwedidwasamistake."

Iswallowed.

Me:"Andiswa"

Iwashurt.

Andiswa:"wecan'tdothatanymoreTristanandit's

affectingme.Youareanamazingguyandyouwill

findanamazingwomanwhowilltreatyoubetter."

Me:"IwantyouAndiswa"

Sheshookherheadwithtears.

Andiswa:"I..."

Iheldherandkissedherlipsandshepushedoff

slowlyandlookedintomyeyes.

Andiswa:"IamsorryTristan"

Shegotoutofthecarandtheminutesheclosed

thedoormycheekswerewet.



.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

TheDrwalkedinwhileIwaswatchingthetvandI

loweredthevolumeandtookoffmyheadsetsandI

lookedathim

Dr:"Iheardyouwantedtoleave"

Me:"Ihaveoverstayed"

Dr:"IwillbeabletodischargeyoutomorrowafterI

getyourX-rayresults."

Me:"thankyou"

Dr:"Ineedtocheckyourhead"

Heputhisowndownandhethenunwrapsthe

bandagefrommyhead.Iflinchabit.

Dr:"wewillleavethebandageoutfornowsoitcan

dryandnotbemoistanditwillhealquickly"



Me:"Ok"

Hetookthebandageandhewalkedoutandmy

sisterswalkedin.Khanyisilecametohugme.

Khanyisile:"IamsorryIcouldn'tcomerightawayI

wasinKenya"

Unami:"endodeni(withherman)"

Khanyisile:"canyoukeepquiet.?"

Ichuckled.Shebrushedmycheek

Khanyisile:"howdoyoufeellittleone?"

Me:"Iamsogrownforthat"

Shegiggled.

Lisa:"okyoucrowdinghim"

Unami:"Isowanttohityourbaldheadbut...."

Sheshruggedandwelaughed.

Khanyisile:"itwillbeok"

Lisa:"Iamstillgoingtohityourwife,justawarning

"

Ichuckled.



Me:"sheispregnant"

Khanyisile:"right"

Unami:"stillwon'tstopme"

Me:"wheredoesAndiswareside?"

Theyalllookedateachother.

Me:"don'tdothat"

Lisa:"askyourbrothers.Theyknow"

Me:"thankyou"

WetalkedmoreandmoretilltheyleftwhenIwas

feelingdrowsy

.

.

.
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*NTETHELELO*

Thefollowingday.Iwasgettingreadytobe

discharged.MomishereandsheisworriedIcan

seeitbutsheishidingitwithasmile.

Me:"mahuryt?(momareyouok?)"

Mom:"yesIamok."

Me:"Iamok"

Shehugsme.

Mom:"Iamgladyouareok"

Isnakemyarmsaroundherandhugheraswell.I

feelherwarmth.TheDrwalksin.

Dr:"Iamsorrytodisturb....."

Mom:"it'sok"

Shesmiles.

Dr:"ihaveyourresultshere"

Me:"ohok"



Isatonthebedandheopenedtheenvelopeand

lookedattheX-ray.

Dr:"Iamgladyourneckisn'tbroken.Yourhead

though"

HeputtheX-rayaway.

Dr:"yourheadisfinebutyouwillexperience

headacheshereandthere.Youmighthave

temporarymemorylossorpermeant.Ifyou

experiencepainfulheadachesitmeansyouare

rememberingsomething"

Mom:"isitaworrysomeprecaution?"

Dr:"nohewillbefine."

Hegavemetheenvelopeandthedischargeforms

tosignandIsignedthem andhandeditback

Dr:"takegoodcareofyourself"

Me:"thankyou"

Itookmythingsandwewalkedout.FinallyIam

goinghome

.



.

*ANDISWA*

IamgladIamworkingadayshiftbecauseitwon't

temptmetogoandseeNtethelelo.Ishould

distancemyselfandthat'swhatIamtryingtodo.

Wewerecleaningandpreparingfortherushhour

,Lunchtimethatis.Thecasinohasagambling

areaandalsoaresturantforpeopletojustgraba

bitebeforetheyloosesomeweightonstresswhen

alltheirmoneyisgambledaway.Thesemachines

andgamesformearejustatricktomakemoney

fortheirownpurposesthroughotherhardpeople's

earnedmoneyorcents.Iwascleaningatable

wherethecouplejustatewhenmybossEvangeline

cametowardsme,inherpantsuitandapen.

Evangeline:"Andiswa"

ShemotionedwithherfingersthatIshouldfollow

her.IstoppedwhatIwasdoingandIfollowedher.

Wegottoheroffice.

Evangeline:"sitdown"



Isatdownonthechairwhileshesatonthetable.I

wassilent.Herhairwastiedbackintoaneattight

bun.Herpinklipstickwasbrightcomplimentingher

whitepaleskin.

Evangeline:"Andiswa",

Me:"MrsMiller",

Yessheismarried.Herhusbandboughtherthis

casinoasagiftbecauseshewasahousewifeand

wantedtowork.Shetouchedupabitonthatand

someinformationIgotfromthestuff.

Evangeline:"whatisgoingon?"

Iswallow.Shepoursthewhiskeyinherofficeand

takesasip.

Evangeline:"youhavebeenslacking"

Me:"IamsorryMrsMulleritwillneverhappen

again."

Evangeline:"IamrunningabusinessherandIlike

you,justbecauseIlikeyoudoesn'tmeanIwon'tfire

youdarling"

Me:"Iunderstand"



Evangeline:"youcangetbacktowork.Iamjust

warningyou"

Inoddedandstoodup.Wowthingsjustgetworse

andworse.AtleastIwasn'tfiredthough.iwentback

towork.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IjustcamefromaDrsappointment.Weshould

havewentwithNtethelelobutheisinthehospital.I

hopeheforgivesmeandforgetsandwemovein

becauseIwantmyhusbandback.Iwalkinsidethe

houseandIfindmymotherinlawandmystomach

turnsandshelooksatme.

Mah:"hellomydaughter"

Iwanttoclickmytongue.Theythrewmeoutbut

thatwon'tstopmefromcominghere.Ntethelelo

appearedfromthestairs.

Me:"ohmyGodbabyyouareback"



Iwenttohughimandkisshischeek.Iwashappy

toseehim.

Ntethelelo:"Howareyou?Howisthebaby?"

Me:"thebabyisokandIamhappytoseeyou,I

missedyou"

Isteppedcloserandhismotherclearedherthroat.

Me:"isthereaproblem?"

Mah:"Ineedsomewater"

Shewalkedoff.Ismeared.Ilookedbackto

Ntetheleloandhewaslookingdownonme.

Me:"Wherewerewe?"

Ntethelelo:"Ineedtogo"

Me:"youjustcamehome"

Ntethelelo:"Ineedtocheckworkandthebuilding

process"

Me:"ohokthen.Iwillbewaitingforyou"

Hesmiledandrubbedmystomachthenhewalked

outleavinghisscentandhismother.Shewalked



fromthekitchen.

Mah:"shouldImaketeaforyou?"

Me:"youdon'thavetoask"

Iwalkedupthestairsleavingherthere.Igotinmy

bedroomandIamhappyNtethelelohasn't

mentionedthedivorcesofarsowearebackagain.

Me:"lifeisgood"

Isaidlayinginthebed.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Rushhourcameandwewereuponourfeet

everywhere.Minegottiredalongthewayandhurt

fromalltheupanddownandcommandsfromthe

customersbutit'sworkandIhavetodoitinorder

togetpaid.Iwenttothebathroomandtookoffmy

shoesandrubbedmyfeetabit.Theywereaching



andtheywerepaining.Isighedandsattherea

littlelongerbeforeIworemyshoesandwentto

washmyhandsandlookatmyself.Ihavelost

someweightandmyeyeshavedarkpatches

showingthatIhaven'tbeenhavingmuchsleep.I

sighandIdrymyhandsbeforeIwalkoutofthe

bathroomandwenttodomywork.Iwenttotake

themenus.

"Atablefortwo"

IturnedaroundandIalmostdroppedthemenus

butIdidn't.Hesmiledandhisdimplescameoutto

play,hiscolognehitmynostrilslikenewfreshair

sendingtinglesdownmyspine.

Me:"thisway"

Atablefortwo.Maybeheishavinglunchwithhis

wife.IplacedthemenusandMrsMullercameour

way.

MrsMuller:"MrKhumalo.Solovelytoseeyouhere

"

Ntethelelo:"Ihaveheardaboutthisplacefromthis

lovelywomanandIthoughtIshouldtryitout"



MrsMuller:"ofcause,isyourwifejointyou?"

Ntethelelo:"nobutIwouldlovetohavelunchwith

oneofyourstuffmembers"

Hesaidthatlookingatme.

MrsMuller:"Iwillgetacandidate"

Ntethelelo:"no,Iwouldlikeittobeher"

Hesaidpointingatme.

MrsMuller:"Andiswa"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.shepulledachairforme

andsatmedown.Iwasstilllostforwordstillshe

disappeared.Ilookedbackathimandheislooking

atme.Thebaldlookwasnothisstylebuthewas

stillhandsome.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"Yes"

Ntethelelo:"Iwantustotalk"

Inoddedshowinginterest.Awaitercame.

Him:"Gooddaysir,Iwillbeyourwaiterfortoday



,canIgetyouanything?"

Ntethelelo:"Waterfornow,butsomethingmeaty

forfood."

Ichuckled,helooksatmeandsmiled.

Him:"Andiswa?"

Me:"somewineandseafood"

Henoddedandwalkedoff.

Ntethelelo:"Youdrink?"

Me:"notmuch"

Recentlystartedwhenshithitthefan.

Me:"whereisUnathi?"

Ntethelelo:"at-home"

Me:"whydidn'tyoucomewithher"

Ntethelelo:"Iwantedtoseeyou.Youarenothard

tofind.IwenttoyouhomeafterIaskedmy

brothersfordirection"

Me:"right,yousaidweneededtotalk"

Ntethelelo:"yes,Andiswa"



HereachedformyhandsAriesthetableandhe

heldthem.Theywereroughyetwarm.Showsheis

handyinmechanicaswell.

Me:"myhands"

Ntethelelo:"IfeelbetterwhenIholdthem.It'slikeI

won'tfaint"

Ilaughedhechuckled.

Me:"ok"

Iheldhimbackandhesmiled.Godthosedimples

justmakehimcute.

Ntethelelo:"whatyousaidyesterday",

Myheartwasracing.

Me:"Iwasstatingthetruth.Ican'tbefriendswith

you"

Ntethelelo:"youloveme?"

Ilookedathim."

Me:"yes"

OurbeveragescameandIpulledmyhandsto



myselfandthenwethankedthewaiterandhadour

drinks.Thewinewillcalmmedownabit.This

seemstooverwhelmedmealot.

Ntethelelo:"whodoIlove?"

Ilookedathimwithagrown.?

Me:"Iamsorrycanyousaythatagain"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"IamconfusedastowhoIlove.There

aretwowomenIlove,asithadbeensaidbutIam

confused"

Me:"don'tbeconfusedyouloveyourwife"

Idrinkmywineandhehasn'ttouchedhiswater.

Ntethelelo:"whydoIfeelconnectedwithyouthe

most?"

Myheartskipsabeat."

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Thereissilence.

Ntethelelo:"canwebefriends.Ifyoucan'ttakeit



wewillgoourseperateways."

Isigh.Idon'twanttodothat.Idon'twanttobehis

friend.Istoodup.

Me:"byeNtethelelo"

Hestoodupaswell.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa!"

HeshoutedaftermeasImademywayouttothe

backandjustcried.Thebackdooropenedaswell

andIjuststoodthereandletthetearsflow.

"Andiswa"

Me:"pleasedstayawayfrommeNtethelelo,gofind

anotherfriend"

HecamecloserandhestoodInfrontofme.

Ntethelelo:"Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou"

Me:"upsetmeNtethelelo!Youliedtome,youused

meandyoumademeloveyousodeeply"

Isaidthatwhilehittinghischestwithmyweakfists

notcaringatall.Iwasangry.



Me:"IhatehowmuchIloveyou.Ihatehowyou

don'trememberanythingandmakemelooklikea

fool!"

HewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandIjustcried.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Me:"Idon'twantyoursorries.Youdamagedme."

Hebreaksthehugandwipesmytears.

Ntethelelo:"IamsorryforallthethingsIdid."

Istoodonmytoesandheldhisneckandkissed

him.Wewerebothstillbeforehereturnedthe

favourholdingmywaist.Thekisswasslowandfull

offemotionsthroughit.Ifellinlovewithhimall

overagain.AthousandreasonswhyIlovehimand

stilllove.Ibrokethekissslowlyandplacedmy

handsonhischestandmyhead,listeningtohis

heartbeat.

Me:"IloveyousomuchMbulaziandithurtsme."

HewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandIfeltlike

home.

.



.

.
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*NTETHELELO*

Ididknowwhattodo.Thepainfulsobsshewas

releasingmovedmeandIknewthatIhaddamaged

hersomehow.IwishIcanremembersowecan

talkaboutsomethingwebothknow.Mychestis

wetandIjustletherbe.Iamjusthuggingherinto

comfortbecauseIdon'tknowatthispoint.She

sniffsandsheliftsherheadupandIwipehertears.

Shehasn'tsleptproperlyandit'snoticablefromher

eyebags.

Me:"youneedtorest"



Andiswa:"Iwill"

Me:"letsgoinside."

Itookherhandandheldherandwewalkedinside

thecasino.Evangelinewaswalkingaroundand

seemsshewasmonitoringthings.Wegottoher.

Evangeline:"ohenjoyedyourlunch?"

Me:"wewilltakeitonthego"

Evangeline:"we?"

ShelookedbetweenmeandAndiswa.

Me:"sheneedstorestandIwasaskingifyoucan

releaseherearly."

Evangeline:"whatseemstobetheproblemofthe

lackofrestAndiswa?"

Shewasquietfiddlingwithherfingers.

Me:"hersisterdied"

Evangeline:"ohmy,Iamsorry."

ShehuggedAndiswawholookedatmewitha

questioninglook.Ididn'tknowwhattosay.



Evangeline:"takeaweekoff.That'swhyyouwere

distractedatwork."

Andiswa:"yesmam.Thankyou.Iwilltakemybag

"

Shewalksoff

Evangeline:"Iwilltellthewaitertomakeyourfood

onthego"

Me:"thankyou"

Shewalkedoff.MyphonerangandUnathiflashed.

Mywife,Idon'tknowwhybutwhydoesitfeel

wrongtobewithher,thatIammarriedtoher.I

answer.

Me:"hello"

Unathi:"Iamwaitingforyou"

Me:"ohok"

Ihungupbeforeshecansayanythingelse.Whatif

shekillsmeinmysleepthistime.Ineedtobuya

newhouseandoncemychildcomesIneedto

admittedthatwomaninanmentalinstitutebecause

itseemslikeshehaslostafewscrews.Andiswa



comesbackwithherbagandpaperbagandItake

both.

Me:"youok?"

Shenoddedwithafaintsmileaswewalkedoutand

wenttomycar.Iopenedthedoorforherandshe

gotinandIclosedthedoorandwenttomyside

andgotinaswellandthenIdroveoff.

Me:"canwepasssomewherefirst?"

ShenoddedallsilentandInoddedaswellkeeping

mymouthshut.Idrovetomeetsomeagents.I

don'tfeelsafearoundthatcrazywoman.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Motherinlawboughtteaandsomebakedtreats

beforeshewalkedout.Iwasonthephonecallwith

Zama.IfeellikeIhaven'ttalkedtoherinforever.

Me:"Sotheanniversarycelebrationison"



Zama:"whyareyoudoingthis?"

Me:"doingwhat?"

Itakeabiteoffthesebakedtreats.

Zama:"abusingNtethelelo,hurtingthatmanloves

youorlovedyou"

Me:"helovesme"

Zama:"whyhurthim.?"

Me:"I....Ididn'tmeanto"

Zama:"(chuckling)it'snotthefirsttime.How

manytimeshasNtethelelobrokensomethingor

hasawoundbecauseofyouandhestillstayedand

lovedwhenhewasnotcheating!Yourbehavioris

whatispushedhim.Iamnotevengoingtosay

pushinghimcauseyoudid!Youdidthattoyourself

UnathiandIwishNtethelelorememberseverything

sohecandivorceyourass,Nxkeeponlisteningto

londieandcomfortingyouwithliebutsheknows

shedoesn'tdothatshittoVuyani!Youdisgustme

Unathi,youjustlostagoodman"

ShehungupafterthatandItooktimetodigest



everything.Tearsstreameddownmycheeks.I

triedtocallNtethelelobutitdidn'tgothrough.DidI

loosehimreally?

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Idon'tknowwhyIleftwithNtethelelo.Idon'tknow

whyweliedtomybossbutwejustdid.Iamjust

tiredofcryingnow.Wewenttohiserrandandhe

hasbeentryingtomakesmalltalkbutIwasreally

innomood.YesIwasverytiredaswellandthis

thingreallydrainedme.Allmyenergy.Ifellasleep

whilethecarwasmovingandsoothingme.

IwokeupandIwasinabedandbythecoverit's

notmybed.Iwasinat-shirtandsweatpants.I

yawnedandlookedaroundandIrealisedIwasin

Ntethelelo'sflat.IamseewhyIamherereallyifhe

knowswhereIlive.Iwalkedoutofthebedroom



andwenttothebathroomandIfreshenedupand

wenttotheloungeandhewassittingonthecouch

withhisbacktome.Hewassilentandsoasthe

wholeplace.Iwalkedovertohissideandsatnext

tohim.Hewasholdingaphotoframerunninghis

fingersonit.

Ntethelelo:"whoarethey?"

HelookedatmeandIsmiled,Itookthephoto

frame.

Me:"thisismewhenIwasyoungandmymother

(smiling)andthatisyouwhenyouwereyoung"

Istaredatitforawhile.

Me:"Youstolethispicturefrommybag.Iusedto

carryiteverywhere"

WhenIwasakidIneverthoughtIwouldhavethese

problems.

Ntethelelo:"yourmotherisbeautiful."

Me:"thankyou,shediedthreeyearsago"

Therewassilence.



Me:"shewasgunneddownonherwayhomefrom

work"

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"it'sok,Iamlearningtolivewiththepain.I

havemyfatherbutsometimesIamworriedover

him."

Ntethelelo:"Ican'timagineloosingmymother"

Me:"sheisaniceperson"

Ntethelelo:"yetmywifedisrespectsher.You

shouldhaveseenthewayshetalked"

Iheldhishand.

Me:"Inlifewehavetoatsomepointmaketough

decisions.Goddidn'tputyouinthatpositionforno

reason.Behappyyouareabouttobeafather"

Ntethelelo:"IfeelemptyAndiswa"

Me:"samehere"

Therewassilenceagainandheputtheframedown.



Ntethelelo:"tellmewhatIneedtoknow.Please"

Me:"Idon'tknowyourlifethatmuch.Youuseto

hidesomepartsofit"

Ntethelelo:"tellmehowwemet"

Ismiledwhilerememberingthatday.Ilookedat

himandhesmiledtoo.

Ntethelelo:"itmighthavebeenbeautifulifyou

smilelikethat"

Me:"it'smemorable."

Ntethelelo:"tellmeaboutit."

Me:"let'sactitout.Maybeyouwillremember

better"

Ntethelelo:"ok"

Iwenttothefridgeandsearchedforbottledwater

andIfoundtwoandsauces.Itooktheout.Iwalked

tohim.

Me:"nowwhathappenedwas.Iusedtoworkin

yourbranch,VolkswagenasacleanerandIheard

aboutthisbossthathadarrivedunexpectedly.Iwas



newsoIdidn'tknowyou.

Mymindwondersoffplayingallthoseeventswhile

Inarrateandexplain.

_______

"Outofnowhereaguycamefromunderthecar

wearingblueoverralls,Idroppedthewaterbottles

outofbeingsurprisedandhebentdownandIwent

downtooquicklyandhishandswereoily

Me:"Iamsorry.Ijustgotfrightenedbythewayyou

appeared"

Him:"it'sok"

Icollectedallofthe4coldwaterbottlesandwe

stoodup.Heletouthishand,IshookitandIheard

chuckleandhechuckledanddimplesappearedon

hisface.Verydeepandmadehimlookhandsome

thanhealreadyis.Doesheworkhereaswell?

Me:"UhmAndiswa"

Ipulledmyhandbackandhiswasstillthere.

Laughterwasfilledinthewholegarage.



Him:"CanIhavethewater?"

.........

Him:"HeyAndiswa"

Ipoppedachipinmymouthandswollowed,

greetedwithalow"Hi"filledwithembarrassment.

Hechuckled.

Him:"Ididn'tintroducemyself."

Me:"pleasestop.Thatwasembarrassingenough"

HechuckledandIwasflushed.Iwantedtobehome

andcry.

Him:"wellitwasn't"

Me:"foryoumaybe"

Him:"Ntethelelo"

Ilookedathimandhewasstillinhisoverrallsdirty

withoilbutyoucouldstillseehishandsomeface

withdimples.

Me:"youforgivemeformyclumsyness?"

Helaughedanditwasdeepbutsmoothandyou



canherehehasadeeprichvoice.

Him:"Nothat'smynameMsAndiswa......"

Me:"Bhengu"

HesmiledandIfoundmyselfsmilingrightback.

Me:"wantsome?"

Iofferedmyfries.Heshowedmehishands

Him:"Idon'twanttoeatoilsopoponeinmymouth

"

Me:"that'sinappropriate"

Hechuckled

Him:"justone"

ItookoneandheopenedhismouthandIpopped

oneinandatemyfry.

Him:"Thatwasnice"

Ismiled.

Hestoodupdustinghimself..

Him:"ItwasnicemeetingyouAndiswaBhengu"



Me:"youtooNtethelelo......."

Hechuckled.

Him:"Khumalo"

Me:"ohMntungwa"

.......

Ntethelelo:"helpafriendoutwithabruise"

HehandedatoweltomeandItookouttheice.I

wantedtobeoutofherealready.Iwentonmy

kneesbyhisheadandheremovedhishandfrom

hisforehead.Yohthatlooksbig.Iwantedtolaugh

butIheldmyself.

Ntethelelo:"ha,laughatmypain"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ikeptastraightface.

Ntethelelo:"Smile"

IwasdabbingtheiceonhisforeheadandIpressed

onhisbruiseandhegroaned.

Me:"bepatientsotheswellingcangodownMr



Khumalo"

Ntethelelo:"celaungithakazelefuthi(pleasecan

yousaymyclannamesagain)"

Ilookedathimashisbreathingwasslowandcalm.

Me:"Mbulazi"

Ilookedathimandhesmiledlikeakid.

Ntethelelo:"Awaziungenzani(youdon'tknowwhat

youaredoingtome)"

Igotridofmysmileandtookhishandandplacedit

onthetowel.Istoodup.

Me:"Ithinkyoucantakeitfromhere"

Hesatup.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

.........

Myeyeslandedonhimsittingamoungstthemen

whowerewatchingandsharingZulubeer.I

swallowed.Whatishedoinghere?Howdidhe

knowwhereIlive?Whoinformedhimofsuchan

event.Iswallowandhestandsupandwalks



towardsme,Iamsweating.Isuddenlyfeelhotter

thanbefore.Hetakesoutafewhundredrand'sand

pinsthemonmybeddingsandwhispersinmyear.

"UmuhleNtokazi(youarebeautiful)"

Isuddenlyfeelmykneesfailmeandhedoesafew

Movesbeforehegoesandsitsdown.Heisgood.

HesmilesandIlookawaybeforethosedimples

luremein.

......

Ntethelelo:"AndiswaIwantyou"

Me:"Ntetheleloyouaremyboss.I...."

Hesteppedclosertomeandtookthepresentand

putitonthetopofthecarandpullmetohim

Me:"Tristanisyourbossnotme"

Mybreathingisslowandsoft.IcanfeelthatIwill

loosemybalance.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Heholdmycheek.

Ntethelelo:"givemeachanceAndiswa"



Iputsmyhandsonhischest.

Me:"Mntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"giveusaachance"

Iam silent.

"Andiswa!"

Ipushesmyselfoffhisarms.

Me:"Ihavetogo.Thanksforcoming"

......

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoumoreMbulazi"

Hesmiledandperkedmylipsbeforemovinginside

ofmegently.Thepainwasstillthere.

Ntethelelo:"relaxbaby"

Itriedtoandthat'swhenpleasurestartedtokickin

aswell.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhimashe

movedslowlyinsideme.

Me:"ohmmh"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouAndiswa,neverdoubtthat.



Neverdoubtme.Youaremine"

Me:"Iamyours!"

Ntethelelo:"Iamyours"

Me:"Aahyouaremine!"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyousugarplum"

.......

Mercy:"guysthisismyfriendAndiswa,Andiswa

thisisNkonzo"

Shewentonintroducingthemastowhoiswho's

husbandandwegottoNtethelelo

Mercy:"andthat'sUnathiandherhusband

Ntethelelo"

Iswearmyheartbrokeathousandtimes.Ifeltlike

mysoulleftme.Ithoughtit'shissister.Shegave

mealookasIstretchedmyhandtoshaketheir

handsanditwasshaking.Iclearedmyvoicefrom

whateverthatwas.

Me:"nicetomeetyou"

.......



"Andiswa"

IheldmychestandIjustwentdownonmyknees

tryingtofindanswersonmyown.Whydidhedo

melikethat?Whydidhehurtme?Hecrouched.

Ntethelelo:"IamsorryAndiswa"

Me:"(tryingtobreath)Idon'twantyoursorries

Ntethelelo.Why?"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouandInevermenttohurtyou

"

Me:"youhurtme.Iamhurtingbecauseofyou.

Youdon'tlovemedon'ttellmethatrubbish!"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa,pleasecanIexplain"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Idon'twantyourexplanation"

Ntethelelo:"IamstillyourMbulazisugarplum."

Me:"Idon'tknowthismonsterwhobrokeme

infrontofme"

Hiseyeswereglossy.



Ntethelelo:"Idon'twannalooseme"

Me:"youlostmethemomentyouliedtome"

HeheldmeasIwastryingtofighthimoffbuthe

heldme.

Ntethelelo:"screamhitme,shoutatmebutdon't

hateme,Iloveyou,don'tleaveme.Iwon'tstandit,

Me:"(crying)YoubrokemeNtethelelo,youruined

meandithurtssomuch.Ihateyou,Idon'twant

you"

________

Istoppedhere.Istoppedexplainingandhewas

standinginfrontofme.Iwipedmytears.He

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeandIjustsighed.

Ntethelelo:"IamsorryIcausedyouallthatpain

andIamsorryfornotrememberingeverything."

Me:"it'sok"

Iwipedmytearswithhishelp.

Ntethelelo:"wesharedsomethingspecial"



Ismiled.

Me:"yeah"

Heheldmywaistandhisfacewasinchesaway.

Ntethelelo:"canweshareitagain?"

Ilookedintohiseyesswallowing.

Me:"idon'tknow."

Heheldmycheekandperkedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"it'sokthen"

Hesmiled.AndIstoodonmytoesandkissedhim

.heheldmywaistbutIwasgivingupstandingon

mytoesbecauseNtetheleloiswaytallerthanme.

HepickedmeupasIwasgivingupandthekiss

carriedon.Hebrokethekiss.

Ntethelelo:"IthinkIloveyou"

Ikissedhislipsbackandhesmiledandhisdimples

cameouttoplay.

Ne:"youaremineMbulazi"thelookedatme.

Ntethelelo:"Iamyours."



Hekissedmeandplacedmeonthecoldcounter

andkissedmyneck.Ican'tfightwhattheheart

wantsright?Ijusthavetobepreparedforanything.

Hiscoldhandslippedunderthetheoryandhe

cuppedmyboobsandsqueezedthemasmy

breathinghinched.Ibitmybottomlipandhishands

gotwarmerandwenttothelineofthesweatpants.

Iheldhisarmsandkissedhisneckandwenttohis

jawlineandskidmysmallhandsunderhisbestand

pulleditoffandhesmiledandIalsosmiled.GodI

lovethismanmorethananything.[Contentfound

inthegroup]

.

.

.
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*TRISTAN*

Iwaslayingonthebedstaringattheceiling.Love

isnotforme,eversinceIlostEmilyIhaven'tbeen

havingthebestofluckandanyinterestinfindinga

woman.Ijustwantedtofindtheperfectpartnerfor

meandaperfectmotherforAmber.Andiswawasit

,sheisitandshejustslippedaway,slippedthrough

myfingerintoamarriedmansarmsandheart.I

wishIcanchangeeverythingandmakeherloveme

likeIloveherbutthat'simpossibleatthismoment.

ThedooropensandItakeapeakandit'sMom

walkinginwithAmber.Shefetchedherfrom

CrecheandIguesstheywenttoabitofyou

shopping.Amberjumpsonme.

Amber:"papalook"

Ilookatherteddybear.

Me:"it'sbeautifulhoney"

Mom:"Ambergoandplaywithyourtoy."



Shwkissedmycheek.

Amber:"iloveyoudaddy"

Me:"Iloveyoubaby"

Shegotoffmeandwentout.Momsatbesideme

andshelookedatme.

Mom:"it'sagirlisn'tit"

Ikeptquiet.

Mom:"Matsidisoisthereandshewillmakea

perfectmotherforAmber"

Me:"mamaplease"

Mom:"what?Youwantthatgirlyoucamewithto

myhouse"

Me:"asamotheryoushouldbehappyforme."

Mom:"Iwon'tbehappyifyouchoosepoverty"

Me:"wowok."

Istoodup.

Mom:"whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Iwantair"



Iwalkedoutwithhershoutingmyname.Shenever

likesanyofthewomenIaminterestedinandthat

irritatesmealot.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Whydoesforbiddenfruitstastethesweetest.Why

doesthebadthingsmakeyourbloodrushmore

thanthegoodthings.?Whydorulesgetbrokenall

thetimeandstillitdoesn'tmakeachange?Whyis

allofthat?NowIknow.Lovecanmakeyoudoalot

ofcrazythings.OthersmightthinkIamstupid

somemightknowwhatIamfeelingatthemoment

butloveisblind.YoucangetinLoveandthinkyou

arepreparedanditstartstoshowyouwhatthey

alwaysmeanwhentheysayloveisblind.Itblinds

youalotthateventhesmartestpeopleinschool

lookfoolishfromit.Love,youcanneverbetoo

smartfromitbutlearnfromit.Hekissesmy



foreheadinterruptingmefrommythoughtsandI

lookupathim.Iamlayingonhischestandhis

heartbeatissoothingmeatthemoment.Iwon'tlie.

IlovetheintimatemomentwehadandIfellinlove

withhimmore.Isigh.

Ntethelelo:"anythingwrong?"

Heremovesthehairfrommyeyesandhisarmsact

likeablanketaroundmybody.

Me:"Nojustinthoughts."

Ntethelelo:"sorryifIoverstepped"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Noyoudidn't.Youdidnothingatall"

Isatupandhedoesthesameaswell.

Me:"Yourwifemustbewonderingwhereyouare"

IsaygettingoutofthebedandIsearchformy

phone.MaybedadislookingformeandKhuluza.

HepullsmebacktothebedandhechuckleswhileI

frown.

Me:"Icouldhavebrokenmyneck"



Ntethelelo:"Butyoudidn't"

Me:"Ineedtoleave"

Ntethelelo:"canyoushutupforasecond?"

Ok.Ikeptmypieholequietandhesighed.

Ntethelelo:"youarefrustratingandit'ssounding

myhead.Oneminuteyouwantmeandactwarm

andkissmeandwehavesexandIlikeyoualot

fromthat.Heckitfeelslikeloveandthenyouwant

toactcoldnow.What'syourissueAndiswa?"

Helookedatmeandhewasirritatedbythelooks.

Me:"you"

Ntethelelo:"stopcrucifyingforthingsIcan't

remember.Iowneduptothatandapologized.The

minuteIapologizedyoushouldhavewalkedawayif

youknewyouweregonnatreatmelikethisafter."

Ikeptquiet.

Ntethelelo:"youaredrivingmecrazy."

Hwgotupfromthebed.Ilookedathimashe

disappearedtothebathroom.IsatthereandIwas



inthoughts.IdolovehimbutIdon'twanttobein

painagain.Hedoesn'tknowhowmuchpainhe

causedme.Ifeellikeperiodpainsarecominginbut

notasstrong.Hecomesbackoutandhisface

seemscalmer.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorryforthat"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Helooksatmeinaquestioninglook..

Me:"fromus.Fromthis?"

Helooksatme.

Ntethelelo:"IwantustogoondatesIwantusto

kiss,Iwantustobetogether.Ireallywantyou

Andiswa."

Me:"whataboutUnathi?Youwillmarrythebothof

us?"

Ntethelelo:"IknowmyanswersbutIwantyour

opinions.Voiceoutyourfearsaswell."

Me:"IloveyouNtethelelo.IreallyloveyouandI

wanttobewithyou"



Ntethelelo:"evenifitmeansImarryyouasmy

secondwife?"

Isighedandnodded.Hekissedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"let'sdateforamonthagain"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Ntethelelo:"ngizikhiphazonkednextmonth(Iam

payinglobolaforyounextmonth)"

Ismiled.

Me:"Sihleisizulusakho(IloveyourZulu)"

Heperkedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Ismiledandkissedhim.

.

.

.

*ZAMA*



Kwandowalkedinthroughthekitchendoorfrom

thegarageandheputhisphone,carkeysandwent

tothefridge.

Me:"youdon'tgreetanymore"

Hechuckled.Hecamemywayandheldmywaist.

Heputthebottledwaterdownandkissedmyneck.

Kwando:"Howareyou?"

Me:"iamok.BesidesUnathiIamok"

Kwando:"whatdidshedo?"

Me:"shewilllooseNtethelelo"

Hetookasipoffhiswater.

Kwando:"shelosthim"

Me:"How?"

Kwando:"ithasn'tbeenlongsinceNtethelelo

mentionedthedivorcebeforehisincident"

Me:"wow"

Kwando:"Iknowbaby"

Me:"shemadeherbed.Sheshouldlayonit."



Heputthebottledwaterdown.

Kwando:"HowaboutIshakeyourbed.?"

Igiggled.

Me:"Kwandokuhle"

Kwando:"whatdoyousay?"

Iheldhisfaceandgavehimaperk

Me:"Imightrockyourworld."

Hesmirksandpicksmeupbeforerunningupthe

stairswithme.ThismanmyGod.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Idrovehome.Ican'tbelieveNtetheleloisnot

comingback.Heisprobablywithher.Iparkedthe

carupfrontandIgotoutofmycarwithmybagand

Iwalkedinsidethehouseshoutingmom.



Me:"mom!"

Mom:"whatisthisnoise?"

Ithrewmyselfinherarmsassheappearedfrom

thekitchenandshehushedme.

Me:"heischeatingagain."

Mom:"ohmybaby"

Shebrushedmyback.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore.After

everythingmomeverything"

Mom:"youwillgethimbackbaby.Comelet'ssit

down"

ShepulledmebymyhandandIfeltmytracksuit

pantsbeingwet.Ilookeddownandtouchedthem.

Me:"Mom"

Shelookedatme.

Me:"IthinkIjustpeedonmyself"

Mom:"noyouaregoingtolabour.Yourwaterjust

broke"



Me:"what?!AbabyisgonnacomeoutmyVirgina?

"

Mom:"yescomearen'tyoufeelinganypain?"

Me:"notyet"

Mom:"ok.Come.Let'sleave."

Me:"let'scallNtethelelo"

Mom:"wewillUnathi!"

Inodded.Shetookoffherapronandshetookmy

bagandwewalkedout.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Wewenttotakeabathandtheperiodpainswere

gettinggruesome.IaskedNtetheleloifhehas

somepainkillersandhesaidhewilldrivetothe

nearestpharmacyandgetthem.Ihopethereis

stillonebecausethetimeis7pm.Ijustsenta

messagetodadandsaiddoubleshift.Hereplied



andsaidhewillseemeinthemorning.Khuluzawill

asktoomanyquestionsIamnotreadyfor.Islept

onthebedbutwhicheverpositionIuseitdoesn't

work.Ihadalreadyputapadonsothatissorted

IncaseIstarttogoonmymenstruation.Istandup

afterturningandtossingandIgotothekitchenand

makesomewarmwateranddrinkitbutnoteven

thesecondsipmakesitbecausetheystarttokick

inhard.

Me:"Aah!"

Igraspontothecounterandtrytobreathproperly.

Thefloorhaswaterandglassparticlesnow.Ihold

mytorsoandIwalkbacktothebedroomandgoto

thebathroom.IopensomewarmwatersoIcanat

leastsubsidethepainabit.IstrippedandIgotinto

thebathtubwhenthewateriswarmenoughandthe

painisstillthere.

Me:"ohmyGodwhyarewebeingpunishedas

womenbythis."

Tearsstreameddownmycheeks.Isattherea

whileandthepainsubsidedabitbutstillwasShar.



MyhandonthetorsoandIbreathedinanout.I

stayedforaboutanhourbeforeIgotoutandrained

thewater.Iworethet-shirtandjustletmybottom

halfgetsomeair.Ilaidonthebedroomtilesand

thepainjustcameback.Isatupandleanedagain

thewallcrying.

Me:"WhereisNtethelelowiththepills?"

IheldmystomachandIfeltlikemyperiodsare

comingout.SomethingiscomingoutandItookthe

nearesttowelandIsatthere.Ipushedwithmylegs

spreadwideenoughandIwasfreefromthepain.A

fewsecondsofsilenceandreliefandacrybroke

out.Myheartwasbeatingfast.Ilookeddownand

itwaswasababy.Iscreamed.

Me:"OhmyGod."

Itwasallredandcryingit'slungsout.Sotiny.Iwas

cryingwithitasIdidn'tknowwhattodo.Ididn't

seethisonecoming.Ipickeditupwithit's

umbilicalcordstucktomeandIwrappeditina

towelanditwascrying.Whatisgoingon?Iamso

confused.Themaindoorwasopened



Ntethelelo:"Andiswa,Igotthepills.Ihavetorush

Unathiisinlabour"

Me:"Ntethelelo!"

ItwaslikeIwasshoutingformylife..

Ntethelelo:"dowehaveababyhereorareyou

watch......"

Hefrozebythedoorwhenhesawthebabyandme

onthefloor.Iwasloosingabitofblood.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

Isaidsoftly.

Ntethelelo:"what...ohmyGod"

Me:"Ididn'tknow.IamsorryIdidn'tknowreally"

HecrouchedInfrontofme."

Ntethelelo:"it'sok....uhmshit!"

HetookouthisphoneandmadeacallwhileI

cradledthebaby.

Ntethelelo:"yeahkhanyisileafterababyisborn

whatdoyoudo?"



Heissilently

Ntethelelo:"Idon'thavetimereally"

Ntethelelo:"tellAyandatokeepaneyeonUnathi.I

willseethemlater"

Hehungup.Ntethelelo:"comelet'sgo"

Hehelpedmeupandhepickedmeupwiththebaby

andwalkedouttothecarandgotusinn.Thelast

thingIsawwasstreetlightsbeforeitwaslightsout.

.

.

.
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*NTETHELELO*



Mymindwasroamingandstartedtogeta

headachefromallthatishappening.Twowomen

arebringingtwoofmychildren.OneIwastold

aboutandknewaboutandsawherbumpandthe

otherone.Ididn'tknow.,shedidn'tknowandthere

werenosignsthatshewaspregnant.Myphone

ringsasIamspeedingtithehospitaljusttoget

themthereontimeandIanswerit.

Zamani:"Yourwifedoesn'twannagivebirth

withoutyou"

Me:"uhmshit!Iamcoming."

Zamani:"hurryorthebabywilldie."

IhearscreaminginthebackgroundandIknewit

wasUnathi.

Me:"Ihavejustarrived."

Zamani:"okcome"

Ihungupandsighedbeforegettingoutofthecar

andrushinginside.Icalledthenursesandthey

cameoutwithastretcherandgotherandcutthe

umbilicalcordandwheeledthemawaywithme



behindthem.NowIhavetogoandlookforUnathi

butIdon'twanttoleaveAndiswaatthesametime.

Thisisallamess.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Dr:"youneedtopush.Youaresuffocatingthe

baby"

Mom:"pushUnathi"

Me:"IamwaitingforNtethelelo"

AsIfoncuehewalkedinwithbloodonhistop.

Ntethelelo:"Iamhere"

Mom:"Iamgladletmeleave"

Dr:"MrsKhumalonowIwantyoutogivemeapush

"

Ntethelelo:"justgiveoneUnathiIamhere"



Inoddedandpushed.Iheldontohishandvery

tightlyasIpushed.

Me:"Ican'tit'shard"

Ntethelelo:"Unathipushsothebabycansurvive"

InoddedandItriedagainandthebabyslippedout.

Aloudcrywasintheroom.

Dr:"it'sagirl"

Ntethelelo:"thankyou"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Isaidthatwhileclosingmyeyesandwasdrifting

off.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Iwokeupfromaverybaddream.Idreamtof

myselfhavingababyandIdidn'tknow.Ilooked



aroundandIwasinahospitalbedandanIVupon

myarm.WhatamIdoinghere?.Anursewalked

inandshesmiled.

Nurse:"hi,youareafighterwithyourson"

Me:"son?Thismustbeadream"

Nurse:"wellit'snot"

Me:"butIwasn'tpregnant.Ididn'thaveastomach

orhadanysymptoms.Ididgoonmyperiods."

Nurse:.Wasitheavy?"

Me:"no,itwasdroplets"

Nurse:"it'snormalinfirsttrimester.AsIhavesaid.

Youandyoursonarefighters"

Iwasdefeated.HowamIgonnatellthistodad.She

didherroundsandshesaidfoodwillcomesoon

andsoasmyson.Ireallyhopedthiswasadream.

Icurledupandcriedmyself.IwishIknewatleast.I

wouldn'thavedrankwinelikeIamdowningwater

allthetime.HowcouldInotshowthough.Nothing.

IhearfootstepsandIturnandanursewalksin

pushingthebabyforandcomestomysidewitha



smile.

Nurse:"sayhitomommylittleguy"

Shesaidinababyvoice.Shelookedatme.

Nurse:"heisahealthybouncyboy.Hairybutcute"

Ifaintsmiled.

Nurse:"Iwillteachyouhowtobathandfeedhim"

Inodded.WebathedandIfedhim.Ididn'twanna

breastfeedhimasyet.Maybeit'sbecauseIamstill

inshock.NtethelelowalkedinwhileIcradledthe

babyinmyarms.Hedoesn'tevenhaveanameas

yet.Helooksdrainedandstillinyesterday's

clothes.

Ntethelelo:"hey"

Hisvoicewasfaint"

Me:"hi"

Helookedatthebaby.

Me:"youwanttoholdhim?"

HesmiledandwenttowashhishandsbeforeI



gavehimthebaby.Hewasshaking.

Me:"heistiny"

Ntethelelo:"very"

Therewasabitofsilence"

Me:"NtetheleloIamsorry.Ididn'tknow"

Ntethelelo:"webothdidn'tknowbutthatdoesn't

meanourbabyisaregretandamistake.It'sa

blessing"

Ismiled.Hekissedmyforehead.

Ntethelelo:"thankyou"

Hejusteasedupeverything.

Ntethelelo:"Tomorrowwearegoingtoyourhome

topayforthedamages."

Me:"sosoon"

Ntethelelo:"yeah,wearegoingdownto

Umzimkhuluforthewelcomingceremony"

Me:"howisUnathi?"

Ntethelelo:"sheisok.Shefinallygavebirth"



Inodded.

Me:"sheisgonnahatememore.Iamsureevery

oneisgonnawantyoutodoaDNAtestonthechild.

"

Ntethelelo:"helookslikeme"

Hesaidwithasmileandhisdimplescameoutto

play.Thebabyyawnedandclosedit'smouthand

thedimplesappearedbutdeeper.

Me:"soIamtheonlyonewithoutdimples?"

Ntethelelo:"lookslikeitmommy,isn'tthatright?"

Ismiled.Hewillmakeagreatfather.

Me:"hedoesn'thaveaname"

Ntethelelo:"uhm......Idon'tknow"

Me:"Thisisallsuddentome"

Ntethelelo:"thenlet'scallhimsudden"

Ishothimalookandhelaughed.

Ntethelelo:"okIamsorry.Howaboutzikhalior

something"



Me:"Iamblanksowewillgowithyours."

Ntethelelo:"Zikhalizamantungwa,Mybabyboy"

Me:"IwillcallhimNj"

Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Ntethelelo:"Ilikeaswell.Zikhalizamantungwa

NtetheleloKhumalojnr"

Me:"Ididn'tsayaddyourname"

Ntethelelo:"Iwilladdit."

Me:"mightaswelladdminetoo"

Ntethelelo:"let'scombinethemlike

kwandisintetheleloorsomething"

Ilaughed

Me:"nobabyZeeisfine"

Hekissedmylips

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyousugarplum.Imightnot

rememberbutIfeelit."

Me:"IloveyoutooMbulazi

Westayedtogetherandjustbondedwhilelaughing



hereandtheretillbabyNJcried.

.

.

.
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*UNATHI*

MomwashelpingmefeedmybabygirlandnoI

won'tbebreastfeedinganybaby.Sheismyone

andonlychildfromhereonout.MyVirginais

burningashellandgivingbirthisnotallpapand

Vlaasshame.Nevereveragain.Herfamilywalked

inandnoNtetheleloinsight.ThelasttimeIsaw



himwasinalabourward.

Theybroughttreatsandsomebabyclothesaswell.

UnamiandLisahadsourlooksontheirfaces.

Mah:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"tired.Iamnevergivingbirthagain"

Unami:"Iamsurprisedyoudid"

AyandaUnaminjalo!"

Hereprimandedher.MybabycriedandIhanded

herovertomymotherinlaw.

Mah:"whatishername?"

Me:"Lethokuhle"

Shesmiled.

Mah:"beautifulname"

Mbongeni:"webroughtyouthingsyouwillneed."

Zamani:"andweareleavingtomorrowforhome"

Me:"for?"

Zamani:"Welcomeceremony"



Me:"ohok"

Itwon'tstopthemanywayandLethoistheir

daughter.

Mah:"shelooksjustlikehim."

Khanyisile:"aloteven."

Ismiled.Ican'twaitforhertogrowandbemylittle

diva.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

IwasstillwithAndiswaandZikhaliandtheywere

asleep.Thissituationisamessandit'sgonnaget

messierorbetter.ItookoutmyphoneandIcalled

Dad.

Dad:"Mfana(boy)"

Me:"baba(dad)"

Dad:"whatiswrong?"



Isighed.

Me:"Kuningi(it'salot)"

Hekeepsquietgivingmaplatformtotalk.

Me:"ngidingaukuhlawula(Ineedtopayfor

damages)"

Dad:"butUnathiisyourwifeandwepayedfull

cowsforher"

Me:"it'snotUnathi"

Hekeptquietagain.

Me:"it'sAndiswa"

Dad:"'yourmistress?"

Me:"yes.Shegavebirthandwedidn'tknowshe

waspregnant.Shedidn'tshowshewassowewere

supposedwhenababycameoutofher"

Dad:"doesitlooklikeyou?"

Iturnandlookatthem.

Me:"alot."

Dad:"ok.Wewillflydownwithyouruncle'stoday"



Me:",thankyou"

Hehungup.IcalledKwando.Vuyanimightgossip

thistohiswifesoIwon'ttellhim.

Kwando:"Man"

Me:"Iaminasituation"

.

.

*KHULUZA*

Andiswahasn'tcomehomesinceyesterdayand

sheissupposedtobeoutofworkalready.It's

almost14h00nowandsheisstillnotback.Ihope

shehasn'tstartedthoseschemesothergirlsdoand

saytheywillcomehomebuttheyarewithamanfor

daysonend.Itryherphoneanditdoesn'tgo

throughsoIcallmyson.

Melusi:"Mah"

Me:"Andiswaisnotback"



Melusi:"that'snotright,shealwaysinformsmeif

shewon't"

Me:"wellsheisnothere."

Melusi:"Iwilltryandcallher."

Me:"Siyamthandaiscomingaswell.Sheis

visitingfortheweekend"

Melusi:"it'sokmah.LetmetryAndiswa"

Hehungsup.Isigh.Ipraythatsheisok.

Me:"ewuNkosi"

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

IjustcamefrommyclassesandIamgoingtovisit

thefamilythisweekend.YesIstudyhereat

UniversityallwithNSFASandIwasluckytogetone

.Iwenttothemalljusttobuylittletreatsformy

cousinsowecangossipandsharestoriesabout

herlovelifewithherboss.Itgetsmeexcited



mainlybecauseIdon'thavesomeonewhowantsto

loveme.Theyalljustwanttogetunderme.Mxm.

Iwasbythesnackaislewhenacolouredlittlegirl

bumpedintome.Shewassoprettyandhadcubby

cheeksallgiggling.

Her:"sorry"

Hergreeneyeswerewonderful.

Me:"uhmit'sok"

Ismiledandshesmiled.

Her:"youlooklikesomeone"

"baby!"

Her:"(giggling)Daddy"

ThedaddyappearedandmyLordtheboysin

Escourtseenothingonthis.Tall.Welltallerthan

me,greatbrowncurlyhairandthosesmallpinklips

,Jesustheylooksocute.HewasInfrontofusina

minute.

Him:"Hi"

Me:"h..hh..."



Iclearedmythroat.Iwassoshyandcouldn'teven

sayhi.Hechuckledandpickedupthegirl.

Me:"SiyamthandaNtuli"

IhitmyselfandIjustrushedaway.Siyamthanda

whydidyoudothat?Whydidyousaythat?Iwill

neverforgethimthough.Hiseyeswerewonderful

aswell.Iwonderwhat'shisnameandhisscent

drovemecrazy.Iwenttopayandwenttocatcha

taxitoMamelodi.

.

.

*TRISTAN*

Amber:"Daddy,youareignoringme."

Me:"Iamsorrybaby"

Ilookedather.

Me:"don'tmessyourselfupok"

Shenoddedwhiledowningherhappymeal.I

chuckledandthinkabouttheladyImetatthestore.



Thewaysheranawayandcouldn'treplytomy

greetingmademelaugh

Amber:"whyareyoulaughing?"

Me:"Noreasonbaby"

ShenoddedanIgottohome.Iparkedmycarand

tookheroutandherbagandIcarriedherinside.

Amber:"GrannyIamhere!"

MomappearedwithMatsidiso,Ifrowned.

Mom:"ohmybaby"

ShetookAmber.

Mom:"ngwanakathisisMatsidiso,Tsidithisis

Thapelo"

Shebowedalittle.

Me:"Ihavetogomom.Ihaveadate"

Mom:"datewithwho?"

Me:"mygirlfriend"

IkissedAmber'scheekwhilemomwasshouting

andwantingtotalk.Igotinmycarandsighed.I



tookmyphoneandwentonInstagramandsearch

forSiyamthandaNtulibutshedidn'tappear.Maybe

hehasFacebook.IwenttoFacebookandsearched

herandgother.Isentafriendrequestandwent

throughhertimelineassheacceptedmequickly.I

chuckled.HeisaZulugirlIseebutsheisbeautiful

inherdarkskincolour.Isentheramessage.

Me:"Hi"

Fewminutes.

Her:"Hi"

Ichuckled.

Me:"finallyyousaidit"

Her:",uhmthatwasembarrassing"

Me:"itwascute.Whereareyoubased?"

Her:"IliveinresMaraIamgoingtoMamelodiat

home."

Me:"canIseeyou?"

Iwaitedforherandshereplied.

Her:"ifyouarenotaserialkillerthensure"



Me:"Iamnot"

Her:"ok"

Me:"Iwillseeyou"

Ilockedmyphoneandsmiled.

Me:"don'truinthisTristan."

Ihopeheisnottaken.Istartedmycaranddrove

off..

.

.

*UNATHI*

TheKhumalofamilyleftandmybabywasasleep.

Ntethelelowalkedinthewardallchangedandclean

andisatupasIwaswatchingTVandhecameby

Letho'sside.

Ntethelelo:"mayI?"

Inoddedandhepickedherupandsmiled.Hecame

andkissedmyforehead.



Ntethelelo:"thankyou"

Me:"youarewelcome."

Hesighed.

Me:"whatiswrong?"

Ntethelelo:"nothing.Iamjusttired"

Me:"ohok"

Therewassilence

Me:"NtetheleloIwanttochangeforthebetterfor

thethreeofustohaveagoodwarmhomeanIam

willingtochangemywaysanattitude"

Hesmiled.

Ntethelelo:"thatisgreattohear"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Me:"forourbabygirlLethokuhle"

Ntethelelo:"Ilovethename"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Hesmiledandplayedwithourgirl.Whyishenot

sayingitbacklikealways?Myheartwasbeating



fast.

.

.

.
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

IgothomeandIrushedin.Hesaidhewillbehere

inashortwhile.Idon'twanttoshowhimmyhome

soIgotinandKhuluzawaspacingupanddown.

Me:"HelloKhuluza"

Shewassilent.

Me:"what'swrong?"



Khuluza:"Andiswaisnotbackyet"

Me:"Iamsureshewillhaveareason"

Khuluza:"whatifshewaskidnapped.Kubilah

ngaphandle(it'sbadouthere)"

Me:"It'sgonnabefineKhuluza.Wewillgotothe

policestationtomorrowmorningifsheisnotback"

Shenodded.

Me:"Iamforgottobuyairtimeyazi.Letmeputthis

down"

ShejustNodded.Sheseemedstressedandthat

worriesmebecauseKhuluzaasksalotofquestions.

IputeverythingdownandwenttoAndiswa'sroom

andputmybagdown.ItookmysprayandI

sprayedmyselfabit.Worelipglossandtooksome

moneyandmyphoneandwalkedout.

Me:"Iamcomingback"

ShenoddedandIfrownedwhilewalkingout.Iwas

pressingonmyphonewalkingtotheshopswhile

waitingforhismessagetocomeinandaskme

whereIam.AcarsloweddownbesidemeandI



lookedatsteppingbackandthedriverdooropened

andhegotout.Wowhelooksamazingandmakes

mefeelsmallinmydarkskin.It'slikeIamcharcoal.

Hesmiled.

Him:"SiyamthandaIpresume"

ItookapictureofhimandwentittoMomandsaid

ifIgomissingthisistheguy.Itookphotosofhis

carandsentitwiththenumberplateandallandhe

chuckled.

Him:"doyoufeelsafernow?"

Me:"Yourname?"

Him:"TristanBrowns"

Me:"mmmh"

Itypedhisnameandsent.NowIfeelbetter.

Me:"ok"

Hesmiled.Hisgreeneyesarebeautiful.

Tristan:"Shallwetakeawalk?"

Me:"sure"



Thatfeltsafer.Heparkedhiscarnicelybytheroad

andhegotoutandlookedatme.

Tristan:"wecango"

Goosebumpsthroughmywholebodyhiseyes

aloneluredmeinandIblushedwhenhesmirked.I

amsureifIwaslighterIwouldhavebeenvisible.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IwonderwhoispayingforallofthisbecauseI

knowIwouldn'tbeabletoafford.ButIwon'tworry

aboutfornow.Ilookatthiscreaturenexttome

andIwonder.Howcouldahumanbeinvisibleinme.

HowcanhehidebecauseIseenohidingplacein

me.Itouchedmystomachandit'sstillthesizeit

wasbefore.MaybeIambewitchedorsomething.I

switchedoffmyphoneandIwillseemyfamily

tomorrowwhenIgetdischarged.Idon'tknowhowI

willtelldad.LetaloneKhuluza.AuntyJabulilewill



justmakeajokeoutofallofthisIknow.

BabomncaneThulaniwillcomedownfrom

Mozambiqueandgivemeahidingofmylife.Heis

theintimidatingoneandBabomncaneXolaniwill

justtrytocalmeveryonedown.Icurlupandjust

watchhimmovehistinyhandsandIsmile.Heis

HarrybutcuteandlooksjustlikeNtetheleloso

much.

"SothisisthelittleKhumaloheir"

IturnedaroundandIalmostfelloutofmybed

whenmyhospitalwardwasinvadedbyMen.

GrownmenandalsoNtethelelo'sbrothers..Idon't

seehimandIgetnervousaswell.

Ayanda:"HiAndiswa"

Me:"Hi"

Thismaninparticularcamearoundandpickedup

Zikhaliandlookedathimthenlookedatmebefore

layinghimdown.HelookslikeNtethelelosoI

assumeit'shisfather.

Him:"ntombazane"



Me:"baba"

Ididn'tknowwhattodoatthatmoment.Ntethelelo

walkedinandIthankedthegodsforthat.Hecame

ourside.

Ntethelelo:"babasenifikile(dadyoucame)"

Hisdad:"thematterisurgent"

Ntethelelo:"itis.ThisisAndiswaand

Zikhalizamantungwa"

Hisfathersmiled.

Hisdad:"helookslikeyou.Welldone."

Thelo:"twoinoneday,uyasebenzaNdoda(youare

workingman)"

Iwantedtoburymyselfandhide.

Man:"whatisthenextmove?"

Ntethelelo:"theyaregettingdischargedtomorrow

sowewillgowithheranddoallthatisnecessary

then"

Mbongeni:"Unathiwillkillyouthistime"



Zamani:"shemightwanttoharmthebaby.It's

unpredictablesoafterthatweleaveearlywith

AndiswaforThethankyouceremonyandintroduce

Mntungwaomncane(littleMntungwa)tohis

ancestors"

Everyonenodsinagreement.IhavenosayIhave

concludedthat.

Ntethelelo:"Yeahyouright"

Ayanda:"youwillstayherewithUnathiandcome

downwithherandtheprincess."

Hisdad:"Whogavebirthfirst?"

Ntethelelolookedatmeandtheyalldid.

Ayanda:"awucucuziheyMakoti(youdon'twaste

time)"

EveryonelaughedandIjustwantedtobeburried.

Zamani:"wecamewithclothesforthebabyandall

thatyouneed."

Me:"thankyou"

Hisdad:"IhopeIwillseeyousoonasoneofthe



Khumalowives"

Ntethelelo:"definitelybaba"

Haibo.TheysaidTheirgoodbyesandleft.

Me:"Iwasscared."

Ntethelelo:"don'tworry"

Ismiled.

Me:"Ijustdon'tknowhowmyfamilywillact"

Ntethelelo:"letmehandleeverything"

InoddedandhekissedmyforeheadandBabyNJ

startedcrying.

Ntethelelo:"hewantsyourboob"

Me:"hemightaswellforget"

HelaughedandIjoinedinbeforehetookhisson.

Me:"youshouldrest"

Helookeddrained.

Ntethelelo:"Iwill"

.



.

.

*TRISTAN*

Shewassilent.Sheisaninterestingcharacterand

looksoutforherself.AllthewomenIhave

interactedwithweretooquicktojumponmeand

nevertookthetimetothinkoftheirsafetyfirst.We

gottothetuckshopandsheboughtsomeairtime

andIorderedabunnychowforusandshesmiled.

Siya:"youwantmetogetfat"

Me:"Iloveawomanwhoeats"

Sheraisedherbrow.Sheisthickintherightareas

andherchocolateskincomplementsher.

Siya:"inthatcasethenaddcolddrink"

Ichuckled.Ipayedandwewenttositdownonthe

pavementwhilewewaited.

Me:"Ihavetoldyouabitaboutme,tellmeabitof

you"



Siya:"IamfromKznbutmyfamilycomesfrom

hereinGauteng,Orlandoandgrewupthereuntilmy

greatgrandparentsdiedandmygrandmother

moveddownthere.Ihaveacousinwholiveshere

withmyuncleandIschoolatUP,3rdyear"

Me:"nice."

Shesmiled.

Me:"anyspecialsomebodyinyourlife?"

Shegiggled.

Siya:"no,Ihaven'tbeenhavingthebestofluck"

Isitupstraight

Me:"youlie"

Siya:"Yeah,guyshavebeenwantingtogetunder

meallthetime.Trywouldjuststraightuptellme

thatIamallgoodforthat.Noonewouldloveme

andmarrymebecauseIamtooblack.Charcoalas

theywouldreferme"

Therewassilence.

Me:"canIbehonest?"



Siya:"Ihavebeenwaitingforit"

Shesaidinadefeatedvoice.

Me:"Ireallythinkyouarebeautiful.Iloveyourskin

colourandtheayyouare.Iwouldlovetogetto

knowyoucauseyouseemlikeaveryspeciallady

andmaybejustmaybewecouldstartsomething

withtimeastoseewhereitcouldleadus."

Siya:"somethinglikefuckbuddie?"

Ichuckled

Me:"no,notthat.Imeansomethingasinmeand

youtogetherlikeacouple"

Siya:"(chuckling)youwouldn'tdateme,sodon't

sellmedreams.Youaretoocuteforme"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iamcute?"

Sheblushedandplayfullybutmyshoulder.

Siya:"whateveritisthatyoufindyourself

handsomein."

Ismirked.



Me:"ilovethecomplimentandIamnotlying.We

wouldlookgoodtogetherdon'tyouthink"

Shesmiled.

Me:"comehere"

ItookoutmyphoneandItookapictureofus

together.

Me:"nowsmileCoco"

Shegiggled.

Siya:"petnamebases"

Me:"Ilikeit"

Siya:"Iloveit"

ShekissedmycheekandItookapictureand

uploadeditonInstagramwithaheartandon

FacebookandItaggedherwithacaptionMy

AfricanQueen.Shetookherphoneoutandsmiled.

Me:"commenthawu"

Shegiggled.

Siya:"whatshouldIsay?"



Me:"bringhere"

Itookherphoneandwrote."Thanksbabe,loveyou

"

Igaveherbackherphoneanreplied.Loveyoumore

Siya:"woahwow.Ihaveneverhadpeople

commentthismuchonmywall.Somearenegative

thoughbutthanks."

Sheperksmylips.

Siya:"ohmyGodIamsosorryI..."

Iheldhercheekandkissedherlipsandshe

stoppedme.

Siya:"Ihaveneverkissedanyonebefore"

Shelookedflushed.

Me:"don'tbeembarrassedaboutit.Itshowsyou

valueyourself"

Shesmiled

Siya:"wecantryagainifyouwillteachme"

Me:"(smiling)gladly"



Ikissedherlipsandsherespondedplacingher

handsonmyshoulders.Shewasn'tbad.Ireally

lovedthekissandIwanttostartsomethingwith

her.Someonewhistledandwebrokeit.

Siya:"ourorderIready"

Istoodup

Me:"come"

SheblushedandIwrappedmyarmaroundherand

wewenttotakeourorders.

.

.

*UNATHI*

LondiewalkedinthewardwhileIwaswatching

somevideosinInstagramandIsawonTristan's

pagehepostedhimselfandthisblackgirl.Shewas

darkandugly.

Londie:"heymommy"

Me:"YhofriendTristandowngradedlook"



Ishowedhermyphone.

Londie:"it'slovechomi"

Me:"mxm.Loveforwho"

Londie:"anywayIboughttheseLouisVuittonbaby

hamperfornunuzwamiandshewouldlookcute"

Me:"ahhfriendyouknowme.Mybabycan'tbe

wearingfromPep"

Londie:"yeah.Eishhowishusband?"

Me:"heissupportivebuthedoesn'tsayIloveyou

andIsayitanditworriesme."

London:"heisherewithyouandalwayswithyou.

HeisnotwithhisMistresssodon'tworry.Youjust

worryaboutrecovering"

Me:"whatwouldIbewithoutyou?"

Londie:"nothing"

Me:"zamagavemeanearfullasttimeweparked."

Londie:"ahdon'tentertainher"

Me:"Ithoughtso."



MybabystartedcryingandLondiewenttopickher

up.

Londie:"can'tyougrowupalreadysowecango-to

Sandtonandshop"

Ilaughed.

Me:"tellher"

Welaughed.

Londie:"youhavetogotothebhududu'ssoon?"

Me:"yeahthiscomingFridayIhavetogo"

Londie:"YhoIfeelsorryforyoufriend"

ShecradledandplayedwithLetho.Sheseemslike

anaturalatthis.

.

.

.
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*TRISTAN*

AmberwasvisitinghergrandparentstodayandI

wasinmyplacesoalone.Iwaslisteningtosome

musicplayingthroughthelittlespeakerinthe

kitchenasIammakingasandwich.Iwaslistening

to6Lack'sAlbum.

"I'mlovingyourlight,vulnerable

Lettingyourguarddownishonorable

'Speciallywhenthepastain'tbeenthatfriendlyto

you,butthere'smagicinthat

YoutheflowerthatIgottaprotect

Andkeepaliveinthewintertime,hey,don'tyoudie



yet

Youbeenwaymorethanafriendofmine,wemore

likefam

Iraisedyou,youraisedme,let'sturnthiswholelife

'round

Youcanconfideinme

Icantaketheweightupoffyourshoulderblades

andtrytostorethepaininsideofme

Like,whytheworlddoyoulikethat?

Liketheydon'tknowyou,Godsent,butme,Iview

youlikethat

I'msneakingglances,thankingGodthathedrew

youlikethat

Beautifulblackchild,comeandshedyourblack

cloud

ForyourvibeandyoursmileIdon'tmindalil'rain

I'myourdog,earsperkupatthesoundofyour

name

Countingyourmain,wildfire,can'thandleyour



flame

Downloadyourstrain,wildhigh,comedrownin

yourfragrance

YouthatredpillthataniggafoundinMatrix

BeforeIhadyouthisshitwasfantasy"

IfoundmyselfthinkingofSiyamthandaandIshook

myheadandtookmysandwichandwaterandwent

tositdown.ItookmyphoneandItextedher.

"missspendingtimewithyou"

Iscrolledtoourpicturesandsheisbeautifulinher

skincolour.

Me:"Loveisnocolourright"

IthinkIamgoingcrazynow.Iputmyphonedown

andIatemysandwich.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*



Ihavejustfinishedtakingabathandweare

headingtothepolicestationtoreportamissing

personswhenmyphonepingsandit'sTristan.I

openthemessageandtrynottoblushbutIdo

eventually.

Khuluza:"areyougettingdoneinthere?"

Me:"yesKhuluIamcoming"

IputmyphoneinmybagandIwalkedout.Malume

wasnotokandIcouldseeit.Thisishisoneand

onlydaughter.WherecouldAndiswabe?

Me:"Iamhere"

Khuluza:"let'sgo.IhopethesePolicecandotheir

damnJob"

Me:"theywill"

Khuluza:"areyouworkingatthepolicestation?"

Me:"no.Letmekeepquiet"

Izippedmymouthbeforesheattacksme.There

wasaknockonthedoor.ShelookedatmeandI

lookedather.



Khuluza:"areyouwaitingonastormtogetit

Siyamthanda"

Thereitis.Frustration,mygrandmotheristhe

rudestandsweetestwomanyoucanfind.Depends

onthemood.Iopenthedoorandit'sAndiswa

standingwithMenbehindher.

Me:"Andiswa"

Melusi:"(uncle)Andiswa"

Shesteppedinandshelookedhorribleandlikeshe

lostweightinjustafewdays.Shehuggedher

fatherandcried.

Melusi:"Iwasworriedaboutyou"

Khuluza:"Ialmostwenttomygravebecauseof

you"

Melusi:"whydidn'tyoucall?"

Andiswa:"Iamsorry."

Ilookedatthesemeninfrontofmwandtheyare

holdingababy.

Melusi:"iamjustgladyouareok"



Hesaidhugginghisdaughtertightlyinthevergeof

crying.

Khuluza:"whoarethesemen?"

Oneoldermancameforth.

Him:"sabakaKhumalosizengodabalay'khaya(we

aretheKhumalo'sandwecameherewithanissue

)"

Khuluza:"whatissue?"

Him:"oursondefloweredyourdaughterandlefta

seedinherwithoutanyknowledgeresultingina

littleone"

Myunclejustlaughed.

Melusi:"Itcan'tbe.Shewasn'tpregnant"

TheybroughtthechildforthItookitfastandithas

Andiswathereabitbutitlookslikethesemen.It

wassocute.

Andiswa:"Ididn'tknowdad.Iamsorry"

Shecured.MyunclewassilentandthenKhuluza

justwentdown.Theotherguysrushedtoherand



thebabycried.Ijustwentawaywithitfromthe

scene.

.

*ANDISWA*

IwasfetchedfromthehospitalbyZamaniandwe

wenthome.Iwasnervousandverymuchscared

andwhenweenteredMamelodiIfeltlikeIwanted

tovomit.Hisfatherandtheirbrotherswerehere

andtheunclesbutnoNtethelelo.HeiswithUnathi

probably.Mbongeniopenedthedoorformeand

tookthebabyanigotout.

Zamani:"itwillbeok"

Ayanda:"itnowornever"

MrKhumalo:"let'sgo",

Wewalkedinandwitheverystepmyheartwas

beatingfast.IknockedandSiyamthandaopened.

Shewasdressedup.Ididn'tknowthatshewas

here.



"Andiswa"

ShesaidandIwasinthevergeoftears.Mydad

emergedandhehuggedme.Itpains methatI

disappointedhim.Heseesmeashisinnocentbaby

girlandnowIamamother.Somethinghenever

expectedsosoon.Afterdroppingthebomb

Khuluzajustfaintedandtheguysrushedtoher.

Thelo:"getherwater"

Irushedtothekitchenandgotherwater.Theysat

heronthecouchfanningher.

Khuluza:"AndiswaMntanami(mychild)"

Shewascryinganditpainedme.

Khuluza:"Andiswakodwawadlalwaumfana

(Andiswamychildyouletaboyplayyou)"

Theytriedtocalmherdown.

MrKhumalo:"wearesorrythatoursondidwhathe

did"

Dad:"uhmsitdownplease"

Theysatdown.Helookeddefeated.



Dad:"GotoyourroomAndiswa"

Inodded.Ididn'twanttosayanything.Everything

wasjustpaining.Khuluzawasstillcryingand

saying"ohNkosi!"Igotinmyroomand

SiyamthandawasplayingwithZikhali.

Siyamthanda:"heiscute.What'shisname?"

Me:"Zikhalizamantungwa"

Siyamthanda:"nice"

Ilaidonthebed.

Siyamthanda:"itwillpass.Youkeptyourselfand

youareagreatchildAndiswaanditwasjustone

mistake"

Me:"canyouhearhowKhuluzaiscrying?Ikilled

her"

Siyamthanda:"sheisshockedanddisappointed.

Sheexpectedalotfromyou"

Me:"(sigh)thisisallamess"

Siyamthanda:"Iamhere"

Me:"thankyou"



Therewassilent.

Siyamthanda:"sonowyouaregonnabeonthe

internet?"

Me:"forwhat?"

Siyamthanda:"ididn'tknowthatIwaspregnant"

Welaugh

Me:"youaresilly"

Shegiggledandherphonerang.Shelookedatit

andsmiledthenoutitdown.

Me:"Heehansweryourmangirl"

Siyamthanda:"heisnotmyman.Wejustfriends."

Me:"Friendsforwhowiththatsmile"

Itstoppedandrangagain.

Me:"answer"

Siyamthanda:"uthandaindaba(youlovenews)"

WelaughedandsheansweredwhileIlookedatthis

creaturenexttomeallsilentandlookingatme.

Me:"umubi(youareugly)"



Heblinked.Ilaughedandpickedhimup.

Me:"Iamjoking"

Hedoesn'tcrymuchattimes.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IwasbeingdischargedtodayandNtethelelocame

tofetchus.Myfamilyiscomingtogetherallthanks

toLetho.Wegothomeandhernurserywasready

already.Iputherinthebabycotasshewasasleep

andturnedtoNtethelelowhoseemedfar.

Me:"babyareyouok?"

Hesighedandhesatdown.

Ntethelelo:"comehere"

Iwenttositonhim.

Ntethelelo:"Lethokuhleisnotmyfirstchild"

Myheartskippedabeat.



Me:"whatdoyoumeanbythat?"

Ntethelelo:"Ihaveanotherchild."

Me:"wehavebeenmarriedfor5yearsandyou

keptthatawayfromme?"

Ntethelelo:"babylisten"

Me:"whathappenedtousNtethelelo,what

happenedtome?"

Isaidlookingathimandheheldmycheeks.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Me:"what'sthebabygirl'sname?"

Ntethelelo:"(clearthroat)it'saboyandit'sZikhali

"

Iswearthatdrovemecrazy.

Me:"boy!?"

Heclosedhiseyes.Istoodupandwalkedout

beforeIdosomething.Iwillneveracceptthatchild.

Itwilltakeeverythingfrommybaby.

.



.

.
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*AYANDA*

Andiswa'sgrandmotherwassilentnowaftersome

timeofweepingandcrying.Youcanseethatthis

brokehen.Thefatherwassilentandemotionless

aswell,yocouldn'treadoffhowhewasfeeling.I

lookedaroundanddadclearedhisthroatand

attentionwasonhim.

Dad:"onbehalfofoursonNtetheleloandthe

Khumalofamilywebringforthourapologies."

MrBhengu:"doesyoursonknowhowmuchhe

damagedmydaughterinashortspaceoftime?"



Therewassilence.Zamanilookedatme.Whatdid

Ido?Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"siyazibabaingakhosizolungisaizizinto(we

knowsir,that'swhyweareheretofixthings.)"

Hechuckledandshookhishead.

MrBhengu:"whereisthatboy?"

Thelo:"heiswithhiswife.Shejustgavebirth"

It'slikeheputpetrolinthefirebecausethe

grandmotherweepedmorethanbefore.

Her:"aweJesungengizwani!(OhmyGod!what

isbeingdonetome)"

Mbongenigaveherwaterandshedrank.Shestood

upandwalkedaway.

Dad:"weareheretopayforthedamages.Weknow

it'sshortnoticebutwewanttodorightandgo

downtohaveafamilyceremonythiscoming

weekendforthelittlechild."

MrBhengu:"Takeherbecausethat'swhatyouwill

donext"



Hestoodupandwealllookedateachother.

Me:"thisisfuckedup"

Dadgavemeadeathstare.

Dad:"Ineedtocallyourbrother."

Hestoodupandwalkedout.Isawthatdark

skinnedgirlpasstothekitchenandshewas

smilinginsomethingthatwasonherphone.Sheis

beautiful

Zamani:"Ndoda!(Man)"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"huh?"

Zamani:"whereisyourmind?"

Me:"justthinking"

Aftersometimeshecamewithatraywithbiscuits

andjuice.

Thelo:"siyabonga(thankyou)"

Mbongeni:"thenameis....."

Her:"Siyamthanda"



Shelookedathim.

Me:"IamAyanda"

Shesmiledandnoddedbeforewalkingoff.The

gentslaughedandsostheuncles.

Me:"what?"

Jaffa:"(uncle)sizikhipheinkomo?(Shouldwe

lobola?)"

Theylaughed.

Me:"Ididnothing"

Zamani:"youhavehotsforher."

ShepassedbyagainanIlookedather.They

laughedagain.

Thelo:"ehsisicelausengapha(mysisterplease

comethisside)"

Shecameandlookeddown.Iwasscanningher

andlookingatherfeatures.Herskinwasoneof

thosereallydarkskinsbutverysmoothlike

chocolatewithaColgatesmile.Shewasbeautiful.

Her:"yes?"



Thelo:"mybrotherneedstheshopstobuysome

airtimecanyouseeshowittohim.Heisnotfrom

aroundhere"

Theuncleswerechucklingamoungstthemselves.

Shesmiled.

Her:"uhmok."

Mbongeni:"goandbringcolddrink"

Hesaidgoinginforthebiscuit.zamaniwhisperedto

me.

Zamani:"don'tblowit"

Me:"Uhm...."

Jaffa.:"Wewillpaythelobolaforyoumeanwhile.

Theylaughed.

Me:"letmego"

IstoodupandtheylaughedandIfollowedHerout.

Iwasnervous.Sheopenedthegate.

Me:"ladiesfirst."

Sheshookherheadlaugh.Suchasighttosee.I



don'tevenneedairtime.Wewerejustwalking

downthestreetsilently.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

BabyNJclosedhiseyestosleepafterIfedhimand

changedhishappy.Siyamthandawentoutstillon

herphonewithwhoeverandKhuluzawalkedinand

Ijustfroze.Idisappointedher.Shesniffedand

cameandsatnexttomeandlookedatZikhali.

Khuluza:"Godworksinwonders."

Me:"Iamsorry"

ShehuggedmeandIcried.

Khuluza:"it'sok.It'sdone,Iamdisappointedyou

hadanaffairwithamarriedmanandnevertoldme'

Me:"Ididn'tknowhewasmarriedandyouwould

haveslappedme"



Shegiggled.

Khuluza:"Ishouldhityourightnow."

Sheheldmyhands

Khuluza:"IamdisappointedbutIamhereforyou

andsoasyourfather"

Wehugged.Ifeltsafeandwarminherarms.Dad

walkedinandlookedatus.Webrokethehug.

Dad:"Andiswa"

Me:"dad"

HeopenedhisarmsandIstoodupanddivedfor

them

Dad:"Itoldyou"

Me:"youdid.YouDidtellmetogoonfamily

planing"

Dad:"Iam41.Ishouldbedatingnotbeinga

grandfather"

Khuluza:"Iamawalkingancestornow"

Wegiggled.



Dad:"Iamdisappointedasafatheranhurtthatmy

babygirlisgoingthismuch."

Me:"Iamsorrydad."

Hepulledmetositdownandsatmeonhislap.

Dad:"pleasebehonest"

Me:"dad"

Dad:"doyoulovehim.TheKhumaloboy?"

Iwassilentawhileandthenburiedmyheadonhis

chestandcried.

Dad:"ididn'tmeantoupsetyou"

Me:"Idodad.Iknowit'sdisappointing"

Dad:"Iamhereandreadytopickupthepieces."

Khuluza:"Ineedtomeetthisboywhoalmostdrove

metomygrave.Iamstillyoungtodie"

Welaughed.Dadengulfedmeintoahug.

Dad:"IloveyouAndiswa"

Me:"Iloveyoumoredad."

Weheldoneachother.



Dad:"(kissingmyforehead)letsusgoandfinish

thisupsoyoucanleavewithSiyamthanda"

Me:"to?"

Dad:"Kzn.Youcan'tgoalone"

Inodded.

Me:"ok"

TheywalkedoutafterthatandIrolledoverthebed.

Ifeelemotionallydrained.Ilookatthislittle

NtetheleloandIjuststillcan'tbelieveIgavebirthto

ahuman.

.

.

*MERCY*

Schoolhasbeenhecticbutwiththehelpofmyin-

lawstheywouldtakeYolandaeveryweekend.

Yesterday,lastnight.Iwasoutwithmyschool

matesEyadinijusttohavesomefunandletloose

andIcamebackearlytofind.Pearlabouttostrip



danceforSandilenaked.Iwashurtandangry.I

sleptintheguestbedroombecauseIwasstill

digestingeverythingandhersinistersmirk..Iwoke

upandmybodywastired.Ididn'tsleepawinklast

nightatall.Iwentonmykneesandjustcried.

Me:"Godwhatishappeninginmymarriage?

Pleaseintervene"

IcrawledmyselftothebathroomandItooka

shower.AfterinIwenttothemainbedroomandhe

wasn'tinbed.ProbablywithPearl.Iwenttoget

dressedandtookabagandpackedmyclothes.I

finishedandItookmykeysandIwalkedoutand

wentdownthestairs.HewanwatchingTV

drinkingwhisky.Hisbackwasfacingme.

Sandile:"whereareyougoing?"

Me:"weneedabreak.Youneedabreaktoevaluate

whatyoureallywant.Ican'tbe,meyourwife

fightingfoaspotwithyourex"

Iwalkedtowardsthedoor.Itriedtoopenbutitwas

locked.

Sandile:"comebackMercy"



Me:"openthisdoorsandile"

Sandile:"MercyIwon'trepeatmyself."

Me:"sandileopenthisdoor!"

Ishoutedwhilepullingitandhestoodbehindme.I

canfeelhispresence.

Sandile:"youarenotleavingme.Iwon'tletthat

happenformyfoolishness"

Itriedandslappedhim.

Me:"youdisgustme.Openthisdoor"

Hepinnedmeonitandhebreathhitmyneck.My

kneesweregettingweak.

Sandile:"youwon'tleavemeMercy.Youwon't

walkoutinus.Tilldeathdousapart.Onlydeath

willseperateus"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanbythat?"

Hiswordscarriedheavyaura.

Sandile:"iwouldhavetokillyoubeforeyouwalk

outinme.Iwon'tletthathappen."



Iswallowed.

Me:"youwouldn't"

Helookedmeintheeyesandsmirked.

Sandile:"Iloveyoutoomuchandit'sdangerous.I

wouldkillforyouandkillyouandmeaswell"

Me:"sandile"

Iwastryingtofindmyvoice.Hekissedmyneck.

Sandile:"Iloveyounother"

Me:"youarehurtingme"

Sandile:"Iamsorrybaby"

Heheldmywaistandhepickedmyupandmybag

dropped.Myhandswenttohisneck.

Sandile:"thisismine.YouaremineMercyandI

willbedamnedanymanhaveyou"

Me:"willyoukillme?"

Sandile:"Iwon'thurtyou.Justdon'tleaveme"

InoddedandhekissedmeandIresponded.He

walksmeovertothecouchandplacedmeonthe



armrestofitandheslippedhishandintomyskirt

andmovedmyunderwearasidemeslippedinhis.

FingerandImakes.Hethrusteditslowlyinside

me.IbitmybottomlipasanotherfollowedandI

gasped.

Sandile:",,Iloveyou.Iamsorrybaby"

Iclosedmyeyesandhekissedmyneck

.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

IhavebeenchattingtoTristananheisafunny

sweetguy.TheoneIwasaccompanyingtoget

shopswasverysilentbutwheneverIliftmyhead

upfrommyphonehewaslookingatmeandwould

lookaway.WeirdIknow.Heisverysilent.Weget

totheshop.

Me:'youcangobuy"



HetookoutR200noteandgaveittome.

Him:"samenetworkasyou"

Me:"MTN?"

Henodded.Ifrowned.

Me:"andcolddrink?"

Hesmiledandtookthemoney.

Him:"Iwillgoandbuy"

Hewalkedoff.Ishookmyheadandcarriedon

beingonmyphone.Tristanwasnowoffline.He

camebackaftersometimewithcoldrinkand

airtimeandhehadedaP.StomeandItookit

lookingathimandfrowning.

Him:"it'stheonlychocolatetheyhave"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Isaidthatwhilewewerewalking.

Him:"huh?"

Me:"noit'sthemessagewrittenonit.Iguess

theseoneswereavailable."



Henodded.

Me:"Youdon'ttalkmuch?"

Him:"Iamashyperson."

Igiggledwhileshakingmyhead.

Me:"ok.Thanksforthechocolate."

HenoddedwithhandsinhispocketandIopenedit

andshareditwithhim.Hechuckledandweate

whilewalking.HisstarewasintenseandIlooked

away.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*



Icamebackfeelingabitbetter.Iwenttocheckon

Lethoandshewaswithhernanny.Ihopeshe

won'tbetroublebecauseIalreadyhadoneifelt

withbeforeandIamreadythistime.Iwentto

Ntethelelo'sstudyandhewasstandingbythedesk

whilelookingouttothebackyard.Hebuiltthispart

inglasssohecanhavemomentsliketheseand

think.Isnakedmyhandsbehindhimandlaidmy

headonhisshoulderandhesighed.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Iwasquietandheputhishandsonmyarms.

Therewassilenceforalittlewhile.

Me:"Iamsorry.Foreverything."

HenoddedandIlookedathisscarandItouchedit

butheturnedandheldmyhand.

Ntethelelo:"don'tdothatplease"

Inoddedandperkedhislips.

Me:"whenarewegoinghomeagain?"

Ntethelelo:"Friday"

Inoddedandhemovedfrommeandwenttositat



hisdesk.

Ntethelelo:"Ineedtogetsomeworkdonebefore

then"

Me:"ok"

Ilookathimasheworks.WhereismyNtethelelo?

Hewouldbeholdingmeatthemomentandsaying

allthatIneededtohear.HaswhatZamasaid

happenedorthisisjustalittlehiccup?

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelohasn'tcalledtodayandIamgettingabit

worried.Idon'twanttocallandcausehavocwith

hiswifebutIdialanywayanditgetsansweredon

thefirstring.

Me:"ialmostthoughtyouwerehittingandrunning

"

Hechuckled.



Ntethelelo:"Iwasdoingsomework.Howis

everything?"

Me:"weareleavingnowforyourhomeandfirst

thinginthemorningtheywilltakeustotheriveror

whatjustsowecanbecleansed."

Ntethelelo:"ohIsee"

Therewassilence.

Me:"haveyourested?"

Ntethelelo:"Iwill"

Me:"youjustgotoutofthehospitalNtethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"don'tworry"

Isigh

Me:"justpromiseyouwill.Doitforyouchildren"

Ntethelelo:"ok.Iwillgorestnow"

Me:"good"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyousugarplum.Iwishto

remembereverybeautifulmomentwesharedand

thisonetoo"



Me:"youwill.Don'trushit"

Siyamthandawalkedin.

Me:"Ihavetogo.IloveyoutooMbulazi"

Ihungup.

Siya:"Mbulazimmh"

BabyNJcriedandIpickedhimupandchangedhis

happy.

Siya:"haveyoupacked?"

Me:"yesIhave."

Siya:"oklet'sgo"

Wetookourthingsandwewalkedout.

Khuluza:"bringthatbabyhere"

IgaveherZikhaliandshekissedhislips.

Khuluza:"Ihopeyouwon'tgivemeaheartattack

likeyourgrandfatherandmother"

Me:"Khuluza"

ShelaughedandgavemebackZikhaliandshe

kissedourforeheads.Wewalkedoutanddadwas



talkingtoMrKhumaloanditseemedlikeaheated

conversation.Itwasn'tbadthough.

Dad:"Comehere"

HekissedmycheekandkissedZikhali.

MrKhumalo:"Areyouready?"

Me:"yessir"

MrKhumalo:"callmebaba"

Inodded.

Dad:"youhavetogetgoing."

Thelo:"AyandaIamnotridingwithyouanymore."

Ayanda:"Andwhyisthat?"

Hehadafrown

Thelo:"IwanttoleavewithZamaniandAndiswa"

Ayanda:"Mbongeni"

Mbongeni:"Siyamthandaright?Yesshewillgo

withyousinceyouareaquietperson"

Ilaughed.



Me:"quietyesquiet"

Ayandaandquietdon'tmix.Helookedflushedand

hewenttohiscar.

Siya:"YhoyouknowItalktoomuch.HowamI

gonnadeal?"

Me:"youwilldealwellandbesidesmaybeyou

mightlikehim"

Siya:"Ilikesomeoneelse"

Me:"ok.bye"

Iwavedandwalkedoff.IgotinthecarandZamani

gotinaswell.

Me:"IwonderwhenAyandastartedbeingquiet"

Hechuckled

Zamani:"sinceyourcousinhappened"

Me:"mmmh"

.

.

*SANDILE*



Iwaslookingatherwhileleaningonthewallasshe

movedaroundthekitchen.Sincewhathappened

earliershehasbeenavoidingme.Ireallydon'tlike

Pearl.Whatbindsusthistimeisacontract,work

related.ShesaidIneededtosignsomedocuments

anditwaslateatnightandIsaidIwillseehertoday

butshecameanyway.Iregreteverything.Iwon't

lie.IdidgethardbutIwillnevercheatonMercy.I

snappedbackwhenshelooksatmeandIwalkto

her.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Shekeepsquiet.Iholdherbutsheremovesherself.

Mercy:"untilyouvalueusbetweenherIdon'twant

youtouchingme"

Me:"pearlisgonnadestroyus?"

Mercy:"youarelettingher"

Me:"howbaby?"

Mercy:"putherinherplacesandile,tellhertofuck

offyouorIwon'tbeaccountedformyactions"



Iraisedmybrow.

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Mercy:"youwillsee.Andthatgoesforyoutook"

Shepointedtheknifeatmeandthenwentbackto

whatevershewasdoing.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Thesunisgoingdownandsetting.Whydidweopt

todrivereally,butIamnotcomplainingabit.Ilook

atherandsheislookingoutsidethewindow.She

seemsbored.WellIwouldbeaswellifit'sthis

silentinthecarforanhour.Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"whattypeofmusicdoyoulistento?"

Siya:"any"

Shesaidlookingoutsidethewindow.Iswallowed,

damnsheismakingmesweatandusuallyiwould

havemadeagirllaughwithmycharmsnowbut



nothing.Ithardtoevenutterwordsnow.Iconnect

myphonetotheBluetoothandplaysomesongs

"ThiswhathappenwhenIthinkaboutyou

Igetinmyfeelings,yeah

Istartreminiscing,yeah

Nexttimearound,fuckIwantittobedifferent,yeah

Waitingonasign,guessit'stimeforadifferent

prayer

Lordpleasesaveherforme,dothisonefavorfor

me

Ihadtochangemyplayofwaysgotwayto

complicatedforme

Ihopeshe'swaitingforme

Everywhereshego,theyplayin'mysong

That'swhyIsaythethingsthatIsaythatwayI

knowyoucan'tignoreme

Butso,so

Sogimmeallofyouinexchangeforme



Justgivemeallofyouinexchangeforme,for

me......"

"YoulistentoBrysontiller?"

Ilookedather.

Me:"yeahIdo"

Siya:"IlovethedudelikeifIcouldmarryhimi

would"

Ichuckled.

Me:"itgirlthingtofantasiesIguess"

Siya:"yeahitis.IloveSorrynotsorry"

Didshe?Nah

Me:"that'soneofmyfavourites."

Siya:"howmanyfavouritesdoyouhave?"

Me:"Idon'thavemuch.Just3topones"

Thesingchangedand'webothknow'camein.

Sheturnedupthevolumeabit.Iwasshakingmy

head

Me:"Ay,yeah



I'mnotyour,yourman,baby

No,Ican'tdowhatamanshouldbedoingforyou

Tryingmybesttopullthroughforyou,yeah,yeah

Listen,fewyearswebeenatit,somuchstatic

Ibeencallingyousporadically

Sameoldshit,packyourbags,comelaybackwith

me,ay....."

Shejoinedin

Me&her:"Lasttimethatwefucked,thatshitwas

cinematic

Idon'texpectforyoutosettleforme

ButIhateitwhenyousaytome

You'redoneplayinggameswithme

Donetrynawaitforme,stillcheckforme

Youcan'tgetawayfromme,yeah,yeah

Gotellthemyoustillloveme,yeah

Don'tknowitbutyou'restuckwithme,yeah



Bynowyouknowyou'restuckwithme,oh,oh,yeah,

yeah,yeah...."

ShelaughedandIchuckled.

Siya:"youarebestfriendmaterialshame"

IclearedmythroatandMyquietwhileshebobble

herheadbackandforth

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*AYANDA*

iwasinmyflat.Momandtheuncleswithdadwent

togoandcleanseAndiswaandthebabyandafter

thatperformwhat'snecessaryandthencomeback.



Thelowalkedintomyroomandlookedatme.I

sighed.

Thelo:"IthoughtIwouldfindyouinsmilesand

drunkIlove."

Me:"youmeanrejected?"

Thelo:"youmadeamoveonher?"

Me:"no,shedidn'tgivemeachanceto"

Hefrowned

Thelo:"whathappenedthen?"

Me:"wewereenjoyingthesamemusicandsinging

hereandthere"

Thelo:"ok"

Me:"untilshesaidIambestfriendmaterial"

Helaughedwhilerollingonthebed.Ihithis

shoulder.

Thelo:"wow"

Me:"mxm"

Thelo:"whatareyougonnadonow?"



Hecarriedonlaughing.

Thelo:"sorry"

Me:"Iamgonnabethatbestfriend"

Thelo:"yougivingup?Thatsnotright"

Me:"maybeit'sjustasillycrush"

Thelo:"maybe"

Sillycrush?Evenacrushneverfeltlikethisbefore.

Thelo:"comelet'sgoandeatbeforetheyreturn."

Istoodupandworemyshoesandwewenttothe

mainhouse.UnamiandSiyawerechattingupa

storm.

Thelo:"ladies"

Theyreplied

.

.

*ANDISWA*



Iwasonmykneesastheysplashedfreakencold

wateronme.Icouldn'tdoanythingbutjustkneel

thereandletthemgetdone.Iwasonlyinmy

underwearandnothemenwereontheotherside

waitingwithBabyNJ.

MrsKhumalo:"Mntungwa,

Mbulaz'omnyama,

NinabakaBhej'eseNgome,

Nin'enadl'umuntunimyengangendaba,

Nin'enadl'izimf'ezimbiliikhambilaphumalilinye,

LobengulakaMzilikazi,

MzilikazikaMashobana,

ShobananoGasakaZikode,(clannames)"

Shewaschantingthemasshewassmearingsome

thingsonmeandthengotmedressedinawhite

clothandthenLisawenttocallthemen.Thecame

withbabyNJandtheyundressedhim.It'sthe

morningcoldnessandthewateriscoldIknow.The

minutethesplashedwateronhimhescreamedand

myheartbroke.



Me:"(whisperingtoLisa)it'senoughnowheisa

baby"

Shegiggled.

Lisa:"trustmehewillbefine.Justalittleflue."

Ayishebrokemeshesaidthat.

MrKhumalo:"Mntungwa,

Mbulaz'omnyama,

NinabakaBhej'eseNgome,

Nin'enadl'umuntunimyengangendaba,

Nin'enadl'izimf'ezimbiliikhambilaphumalilinye,

LobengulakaMzilikazi,

MzilikazikaMashobana,

ShobananoGasakaZikode,webringourlittleheirto

you.Protectandguidehimfromallevilandgive

himwisedomaswell"

TheygavehimtomeandthetookarazorandI

clenchedonmybaby.

Me:"whatistherazorfor?"



Mah:"Ourancestorshavewalkedthislandand

diedonthislandandweneedhisbloodtobeshed

sotheancestorswillknowhim."

Ireallywishedthiswasajoke.Ireallywishedthat

theyareaprayingfamily.Theonlybloodthat

wouldhavebeenshedwasthebloodofJesus.I

wascryingwithBabyNJwhentherazoredhislittle

hand.Ifeltthepainthepainmybabyisfeeling.

ThebandagedhimaftertheyspilledthebloodandI

tookablanketandwrappedhiminit.

Lisa:"youwillbefine."

Ne:"ithurtsLisa"

Lisa:"wewillgivehimpanadotonumbthepaina

bitandthenhewillsleep"

Inoddedsniffing.Wewalkedthisjourneyandwe

willwalkback.Itsnotalongone.Zikhaliwasstill

cryingandIcradledhim.

Me:"Iamsorrybaby"

.

.



.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

wewerecookingamealjustforthislittleceremony.

Theysaidthemainceremonyiswhentheother

babyarrives.Ican'tbelievetheygavebirthonthe

sameday.Theguyswereoutbuyingsomedrinks

justtomakeeverythingfestive.Ihavebeentexting

withTristanandItoldhimIamcookingatmy

Cousin'sBabyDaddy'shouse.Hewantedapicture

andUnamitookoneandIsentittohim.Hecalled

meaftersometimeandtheguysentered.Ayanda

waslookingatme.

Me:"Iwillbebacknow"

Unami:"sure"

Iwipedmyhandsandwalkedoutanswering.

Me:"MrBrown"

Tristan:"Iseeyouareperformingwifeyduties,

trynahooksomeone?"

Me:"no.TrynashowyouthatIcantakecareof



things."

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"Imissyou.Whenwillyoubeback?"

Me:"arewedating?"

Hechuckled

Tristan:"notyetbutIwouldlovethat"

Iblushed.

Me:"metoo"

Tristan:"youwannadatemeCoco?"

Me:"stopityouaremakingmeblush"

Ayandapassedmewithhiscarkeys.

Tristan:"Ican'twaittoseeyouagain"

Me:"nextweek"

Tristan:"that'sfar"

IsawAndiswaandtheKhumalofamilyapproaching.

Me:"don'tworry.Wewillspendtime.Ihavetogo.

Dutycalls."



Tristan:"youlooksexy"

Ibitmybottomlipblushing.

Me:"byeTristan"

Hechuckledandwehungup.Andiswalooked

drained.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Lisa:"theyrazoredZikhali'shand"

Me:"haibo"

Andiswacried.Ihuggedher.

Me:"sorrycuz"

Lisa:"Iwillgetthatpanado"

Shewentinsidethehouse.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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.

*AYANDA*

IsawhertalkingonthephoneasIwenttothecarto

getmoredrinks.Iwonderwhomakesherlaughlike

that.Whomakesherblushlikethat.IgotwhatI

neededandIwentbackandshewaswrappingup

hercall.Ithinkthisisthesecondcall

Siya:"bye"

Shesaidandhungup.

Me:"Bae,Bestie?"

Shegiggledandhitmyshoulder.

Siyamthanda:"youcouldsay"

Mychestwaspainingwhenshesaidthat.



Siya:"Iaminneedofsomewineinamug"

Me:"IthoughtyouladiesnightneeditsoIboughtit

foryou,it'sinmyroom"

Siya:"wenabestie.Youareforkeepsshame"

ShehandedoutherhandandIgaveherkeys.

Siya:"ImighttakesomethingIlikeso"

Ichuckledandnoddedasshewalkedaway.I

lookedather.

Unami:"youlikeher"

Me:"who?Me?"

Unami:"Iwasn'tasking.Iwasjuststatingthe

obvious"

Me:"mxmmoveoutoftheway"

ShedidandIgotinthekitchen.HowdoIgether

now?

Afewdayspassed.



*UNATHI*

WewereontheroadgoingtoKznIdon'tknowwhy

wearedrivingdownthere.Wecouldhavetakenthe

airplaneandflewdowntherebutthisisNtethelelo.

Hedoesn'tminddriving.Thenannywasattheback

withLetho.IwasInfrontwithNtetheleloandwe

wereabouttoarrive.

Ntethelelo:"BehaveUnathi"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"youtoldmeathousandtimeNtethelelo"

Hewassilent.Weenteredtheroadleadingtohis

homeandIwaslookingoutside.Ican'twaittoget

outofhere.Couldn'ttheytakeLethoaloneanddo

whatwasnecessary?Iwillneverunderstandthis

traditionalthing.Wegottohishomeandhisfamily

wasupanddowntheyard.Heparkedthecarand

hismotherappearedfromthedoorsmilingandI

knewthatmystayherewillberuined.Wegotoutof

thecarandshecameforth.



Mah:"Mykids"

Shehuggedus.ShewenttotakeLetho.

Mah:"theothersareinside"

Ntethelelo:"come"

Wewentinsidethehouseandtherewasnoiseat

thekitchen.Everyonestoppedandlookedatus.

Me:"whatisshedoinghere?"

Unami:"whatdoyouthink?"

Ntethelelo:"calmdownUnathi"

Me:"Iwon'tcalmdownNtethelelowhatisyour

mistressdoinghere!"

Andiswa:"IknewIshouldhaveleftdaysago"

ShetookababybottlefromthejugandturnedI

wentafterheandpulledhehair.

Me:"Iamgonnakillyouwena!"

LisapulledmeandslappedmeandIslappedher

back.Ntetheleloheldme.

Me:"putmedownNtetheleloIwanttoendher"



Babawalkedin.

Baba:"everyoneinthelivingroomnow!"

Heroaredthroughthekitchenandtherewas

silence.

Baba:"putherdown"

NtethelelodidandIclickedmytongueandpushed

himover.Andiswagavemealookandweall

walkedtotheloungequietly.Ntethelelosatdown

andIsatnexttohimholdinghishand.Heputiton

histhighandIlookedathimandforceditinmy

hand.MahcameinwithLethoandanothergirlI

don'tknowcameinwithanotherbabyandshesat

downnexttoAndiswa.

Baba:"Everytimethereisagatheringhereinmy

housethereisalwaysnoise!"

Me:"ba......"

Baba:"shutupUnathiorIwillslapyou!"

HesaidopeninghisbighandandIswallowed.

Baba:"Youalwayscausehavocwhenyouenter

theseyards,Ntethelelogetyourwifeinorder



beforeIdoitmyself"

Therewassilence.

Baba:"youareattackingthepoorgirl"

Me:"shesleptwithmyhusband.Howdoyouthink

ishouldfeel?!"

Awindpassedandmycheekstinged.Hiseyes

werered.Thegasps.Iheldmycheek.

Baba:"iwarnedyou"

Ikeptquiet.Itwasburningandmylightskinwon't

help.

Baba:"fewsecondsintheyardandalreadythis."

Hefixedhimself.

Baba:"AsIwassayingbeforeIwasinterrupted."

HeshotmealookandIrubbedmycheek,whyis

Ntethelelojustsittingthere?

.

.

*ANDISWA*



WhenNtethelelo'sfatherslappedUnathiIsweari

peedonmyself.Iheldmycheeksandfeltthatslap

likeitwasimplantedonme.

MrKhumalo:"asIwassayingbeforeIwas

interrupted"

HeshotalookatUnathi.

MrKhumalo:"weallknowthemainreasonweare

here.Tocelebratethebirthofourtwonew

additionstotheKhumalofamily,

ZikhalizamantungwaKhumaloandLethokuhle

Khumalo"

Hefixedhimself.

MrKhumalo:"Ntethelelo"

NtethelelostoodupandMrKhumalosatnexttohis

wife.

Ntethelelo:"thankyoubaba.Iwouldliketofirst

apologisetomywifeUnathiandjustsayIamsorry

butIamnotsorryfortheoutcomeandthen

Andiswa.IamsorryIoutyouthroughallofthat"



Unathirolledhereyes.

Ntethelelo:"JustafewdaysagoTheKhumalo

ancestorsdecidedthatLethokuhleshouldbe

broughtintoearth"

Unathismirkedwhilelookingatme.

Ntethelelo:"butGodhadotherplansaswelland

broughtmysonZikhaliwhowedidn'tknowof."

Thefrownonherface.

Ntethelelo:"UnathithisisZikhalimyson."

Unathi:"wait.....no"

ShescreamedandthrewherphonemywaybutI

ducked

Me:"Siyamthandagotothebedroomandlock"

ShewentawaywithZikhaliandUnathigrabbedmy

neckandIwentforherweave.Thetriedpullingher.

Unathi:"Iwanttokillyoueveninafterlifeyoudon't

thinkofsleepingwithmarriedmen.

Itriedtoremoveherhandsbutherperfectnails

werediggingintomyskin.TheygotheroffmeandI



startedbreathedandshewasfightingherwayout

ofMbongeni'shold.

Ntethelelo:"areyouok?"

TouchingmycheekandIremovedhishands.

Me:"Iamfine"

Istoodupandwalkedoutside.Shereallydida

numberonmyskin.Ayandafollowed.

Ayanda:"wearesorry"

Me:"itwasboundtohappen.Ineedtodrinksome

water.Mythroatisdry"

HenoddedandIwalkedinsideandwenttothesink.

Iheardsomething'sbreakingandscreamingand

Unathienteredthekitchenchargingtowardsme.I

movedbackwardandshegrabbedtheknifefrom

thecounter.

Thelo:"Unathi!"

WeweredistractedbyhimandIdroppedmyglass

whenshestabbedmytorsoarea.Shelefttheknife

andtookthetrayandbasheditonmyheadandI

wentdownanditwaslightsout.
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*NTETHELELO*

WhenIwalkedinthekitchenAndiswawasonthe

floorandIjustdon'tknowwhathappenedbutI

draggedUnathibyherhairandshewasscreaming.

Iwasn'tpissedno.Iwasfurioustothemax.Iam

tiredofhershit.AyandapickedupAndiswa.

Me:"takecareofherbroIamcoming"

Henoddedwalkingout.

Unathi:"youaregonnafightforthatbitch!"

Igotinourflatandiclosedthedoor.

Unathi:"FuckyouYezwaNtethelelofuck......"

Islappedherandshestumbledbackandtears

madeitdownmyeyes.



Me:"IamfuckentiredofallyourshitUnathi"

IhaveneverhurtawomanbeforebutthatdayI

wantedto.IwassotemptedtobutIjustpunched

thedoorbeforemakingmywayoutlockingher

inside.IwenttomycarandcalledZamani.

Me:"Iamdonewithher.Drawupdivorcepapers

andcallthepolicetwocases."

Zamani:"UhmIwill"

Hepattedmyback.Momwasstandingtherewith

tears.

Mom:"makesuresheisok"

InoddedandgotinmycarandIdroveoff.

Me:"FuckUnathi!,",

TearsblindedmyeyesandIjuststoppedthecar

andpunchedthesteeringwheelacoupleoftimes.

Mybreathingescalated.Iwasshakinginrageand

didn'tknowhowtoreleaseit.IfIhithershewould

havebeendeadbecauseIwouldhaveblackedout.

Iknow.Iwipedmytearsandstartedthecaragain

anddroveoffinhighspeedjusttogettothe



hospital.

.

.

*AYANDA*

ThingsjusthappenedfastandIdon'tknowhow

thiscanbesolved.SheisloosingbloodandIfinally

gettothehospitalafteralittlewhilelonger.Isprung

outofthecarandwentinsidewithher.Shewas

silentandweneedstomakeitoreverythingwillfall

apartinNtethelelo'sworld.

Me:"Ineedhelp!"

Thenursesrushedtomewithastretcherandilad

heronitandtheywheeledheraway.Ilookedthe

directionshewentandanursecametome.

Her:"pleasecomesignsomedocumentssir."

Me:"uhmok"

Ifollowedafterhertosignthosedocuments.

.



.

*UNATHI*

Ihavebeenbangingthisdoorlikeamadpersonfor

sometime.Ntethelelojustslappedmeandi

couldn'tbelieveitreally.Shebewitchedhim

becausehewouldneverdothattome.

Me:"Ntetheleloletmeout.!!"

Iscreamwhilebangingthedoor.Imoveawayfrom

itwhenIkickitandthedoorisbeingopened.I

rushedtoitandZamaniwalkedin.

Zamani:"Theyarewaitingforyou"

Me:"who?"

HemovedasideandIwalkedoutandpolice

approachedmeandheldmyhandsandcuffedme.

Officer:"Youareunderarrestforwoundingand

attemptedMurder,Anythingyoudoorsaywillbe

usedagainstyou......."

Iinterruptedhim.



Me:"IdidNothingletgoofme"

Officer:"Come"

Hetookmyarm.

Me:"Ididnothing.UntiemeIdidnothingwrong

thatputthatbitchinherplace!"

Theyopenedthepolicevanandshovedmeinside.

IneverthoughtIwouldbeinone.Icried.

Me:"letmeout.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

IarrivedatthehospitalandAyandawassitting

therewaiting.Iwenttohimandhestoodup.

Me:"howisshe?"

Ayanda:"Iamstillwaiting"

InoddedandtheDrappearedandwerushedtohim.



Dr:"Bhengu"

Me:"thatus"

Dr:"right.WehavemanagedtosedateMsBhengu

andwehaveanalyzedandfoundthatsincesheis

stabbedonherwombarea.WelltheAbdomen

representsthethirdanatomicalregionofthebody

mostaffectedafterthelimbsandhead.As

pregnancyevolves,uterusincreasesinsizeand

goesbeyondthepelviccavity;exposingtheuterus

totraumaandpenetratinginjuriesinparticular."

Me:"sheisnotpregnant"

Dr:"Iknow.Inthiscaseshewasasitseemsso

right?"

Inodded.Ididn'tquietgetthefirstpartbutIwanted

himtocarryon.

Dr:"Traditionally,stabwoundsviolatingthe

abdominalwallfascialedtoexploratoryceliotomy

thatwasoftennontherapeutic.Inanattempttolimit

thenumberofnontherapeuticceliotomies(NTC),

wedevisedaprotocoltoprospectivelystudystab

woundsviolatingtheanteriorabdominalwallfascia.



"

Ayanda:"Dryoulostusatwell"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"isshegoingtobefine?"

Dr:"shewillbebutshewillhaveabitofadifficult

timegettingpregnantfromhereonwardsbecause

herwoundisdeep.

Me:"FuckUnathi!"

Isatdown.

Dr:"Thatwillbeallfornow"

Hewalkedaway.

Ayanda:"wewilldealwithherlater."

Idon'tknowanymore

.

.

*UNATHI*



Theytookallmyfingerprintsandmademedo

otherthingsbeforelockingmeupinacellasthe

officerwasclosingthebars.

Me:"Ijustneedonephonecall"

Shelookedatmeandopenedthegarbagebefore

puttinghandcuffsonme.

Me:"youarehurtingme"

Her:"Quiet!"

Ikeptquietandshewalkedwithmewherethe

phoneswereandItookitanddialedmom.She

answered

Mom:"hello"

Me:"(crying)momIaminjail"

Mom:"whatareyoudoingthere?"

Me:"Ntetheleloarrestedmecome""

Mom:"Iwillcontactmylawyerstaythere"

"Timesup!"

Me:"momhurryIhavetogo.!"



Iwastakenawayfromthephone

Her:"comeBarbiegallet'sgo"

ShepulledmeawayandIcried.

Her:"theladieswillloveyourichone"

Shesaidthrowingmeinthecellbeforelockingup.

Thisisamess

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

Iwascryingmyselfinthecorner.Whydid



Ntethelelodothistomeforsomethingright?

EversinceAndiswacameintoourlivesthings

haven'tbeengoingwellandshejustsnatchedmy

husband.Sheistakingmyhusbandawayfromme

andIshouldjustwatch.Iwascurleduponmyown.

MyexpensiveChannelshoesandVersacedress

weregettingruined.Myhairandnailsarenotsuited

forthiskindofenvironment.AwhistlecameandI

lookedatthecorner.

Woman:"Barbiegal"

Idon'tknowifIshouldclassifyherasawomanor

man.

Me:"what!?"

Shechuckledandmovedherfriendsaside.one

heldherchest

Lady:"Notwithher"

Woman:"orwhat?"

Theonetookouthispocketknifeandshestepped

awayclickinghertongue.Theladycametome.

Me:"youaregonnastandme?"



Shelookedboyishinawaybutcuteaswell.

Her:"CallmeAxe"

Sheletoutherhand.

Me:"Iamnothertomakefriends.Iwillbeoutof

heresoon"

Shelaughed.

Her:"Isee.Whatdidtheybringyouinfor?"

Me:"whydoyoucarevele?"

Her:"Idon'tbutthatdoesn'tmeanIcan'ttrybeing

nicewhenIwantto.AndIamnotnice,Icanend

youwithonestabifIwantedtoendyou"

Iswallowedassheplayedwithherknife.

Her:"whatareyouinfor?"

Me:"uhmwoundingandattemptedMurder"

Shechuckled.Hercheekhadonedimpleanda

piercingonherdimple.

Her:"IseeyouaremarriedsoIassumetheperson

youstabbedisthesidechickright?"



Me:"yes"

Her:"it'syourbestfriend?"

Me:"no,Londiewouldneverdothat.It'ssomepoor

girlandshejusttookmyhusband.Sheruined

everything."

Her:"fromthelooksyoudid.Maybeyourhusband

wouldhavemarriedherandkeptyouaswellbut

youruineditforyourself"

Me:"youdon'tknowme"

Her:"yetyouarereadable"

"Barbie!"

Ilookedattheofficerwhowassignalingforme.I

lookedatAxe.

Her:"go,Iwillseeyou"

Shekissedmycheekandistoodup.Shesmelled

manlybutgood.Itouchedmycheekandtheofficer

cuffedmebeforewewalkedoff.Wegotinaroom

andmomanddadwerethere.Irantothemand

huggedthem.



Mom:"wewilltryandgetyououtofhere"

Me:"pleasedo"

Mom:"Ibroughtalawyer"

Dad:"IbroughtaDr"

Momrolledhereyes

Dad:"sheneedshelp"

Me:"Iamnotcrazy"

Dr:"butyousufferfromAttentionDeficit..."

Me:"Mom"

Mom:"sitdownhoney"

Thedetectivewalkedin.

Detective:"Rightlet'sgetonthis.Themshereis

facingalongjailtime"

Lawyer:"thereisn'tmuchevidencesheisbehind

thisaccusation"

Detective:"theattemptmurderyesbutwounding

thereis.Wejustneedtogetthefingerprintsoff

thatknifeandwealreadyhavewitnessesanda



woundedpatient"

Mom:"nonotmybaby"

Detective:"so5yearsjailtimeiswhatshewill

serve"

Momcried.

Dr:"sheneedsapsychiatricevaluation.Sheis

sufferingfromachronicmentalillness"

Thedetectivesatdown.

Detective:"explain"

Dr:"AttentionDeficitisachroniccondition

includingattentiondifficulty,hyperactivityand

impulsiveness

ADHDoftenbeginsinchildhoodandcanpersist

intoadulthood.Itmaycontributetolowself-esteem,

troubledrelationshipsanddifficultyatschoolor

work.Treatmentcanhelp,butthisconditioncan'tbe

cured

Requiresamedicaldiagnosis.",

Detective:"Idon'tseeitanyofmyproblemthatshe



hadtroubleinrelationshipsbefore."

Hestoppedup

Detective:"sendinthereportbutyouNanaare

stayingandnothingcanbedone"

HewalkedoutandIcried.

Mom:"ohmybaby"

Dad:"thisisallyourfault"

Hewalkedout.Mychestwaspaining.

.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

ZikhalihasbeencryingnonstopuntilLisafeeboth

thekidsAllergexandtheybothslept.Itwasgetting

abitlateandnoonisbackwithanyfeedback.We

washedthedishes.Theydidintroducetheother

babytoit'sancestorsandthatcontributedtothe



choir.IamworriedaboutAndiswa,Ihopeshe

reallypullsthrough.Myphoneringsandit's

Khuluza.Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.Iswallow

andswitchoffmyphone.IwilltalktoherwhenI

knoworgetnewsonAndiswa.

Me:"Ineedsomethingbitter"

Unami:"Ireallylikeyou.Ayanda'sroom"

Me:"ok"

Iwentwithamugandwentouttohisroom.He

gavemehiskeysearlieronsoIunlockedandIgot

inandwenttotheJohnnywalkedstashandI

openeditandpoureditinthemug.

"Doyoualwaysdrink?"

YouIalmostspilledthewholething.

Me:"ayiUyangithusamanAyanda(youarescaring

meAyanda)"

Hechuckledandthrewhiscarkeysonhisbed

whileIclosedthebottle.

Me:"howisshe?"



Ayanda:"shewillbeok"

Hesmiledandthrewhimselfonthebedhugging.

Me:"youmustbetired,bestieherewillgoand

makesomefoodforyouwhileyougoandbath"

Ayanda:"(chuckling)Iwillcharge20cowsonyou

Bestie"

Me:"finallysomeonewhoseesmyvalueandthatI

don'tcomecheap.HoldhereIamcomingback."

HesatupandIgavehimmymugandwentout.I

wenttomakesomefoodforhim.Theaunt'swere

talkingamoungstthemselves.Iwenttowarmit

andthenIwentoutwithitIknockedonhisdoorand

heshoutedcomein.Ididandhewasinboxers

only.Ithinktheroomjustgotheatedhere.Iplaced

thetrayonhisbed.

Me:"hereisyourfood"

Ayanda:"thanksyousomuch.Youareoneina

million"

Me:"thanksletmegetgoing"

Itookmymug.



Ayanda:"asleepover?"

Ilookedathim

Me:"peopletalkandtheywillthinkwearedating"

Ayanda:"wearefriends"

Hisphonerangandhetookitandlookedatit

beforerejectingthecall.

Ayanda:"it'sok"

Me:"uhm...."

Hisphonerangagain.Heanswered.Whileturning

tothewindow.Itookoffmyshoesandtookthe

wineandIgotonthebedandstarteddowning

myselfinit.IreallyprayAndiswaisok.He

finishesanheturns.

Ayanda:"wenafuthi(youagain??)"

Welaugh.

Me:"Youbasicallyhavealiquorstore"

Hechuckled.Andtookhisfood.

Me:"youhaveaspeaker?"



HepointedatitandIwenttotakeitthenIplugged

myphonein.IplayedmusicwhileIwasdrinking

.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Icouldn'tleavethehospital.Thisisallmyfault.

Everythingis.Thisheadachehasbeenbothering

mealotandiseeblurryimagesbutnothing.iam

wokeupbythemachinesoundsandIlookat

Andiswawhoisbreathingthroughaventilator.I

touchherhand.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Sheissilentandikissherhand.Ineedtovisit

UnathiTomorrowandIhopereallyshesignsthe

divorcepapers.Sheisnotonlyharmtousbutto

ourdaughteraswell.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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*AYANDA*

Iopenedmyeyesfirstandthebrightsunwas

penetratingmyeyes.Thechickensmakingnoise

wakingmeupandalltheothercattleaswell

contributedtothesoundsthatwokemeup.Notthe

citylifeofcarshootingandalarmclocks,sirens.

Nonofthat.Ifeltmyarmbeingabitheavylikeit

washoldingsomethingandIlookedatmysideand

it'sSiyamthanda.Sheissoundasleepinherclothes.

Myarmwasunderherbackandshewassleeping

onitlikeit'sthemostcomfortablethingwhenIam

feelingsharppainsaswell.Ismiled.Iwouldn't

mindwakinguptoherlikethiseverydaytillIdie.I



haveneverthoughtasfarasmarriagewithanyone

before.Itrytoremovemyarmandshesquirms

wakingupveryquicklyfreeingitandsheholdsher

head.

Siya:"Yho"

Igotoffthebedandthebottleswentonthefloor

crashingbutnotbreaking.

Siya:"Ayandayouaremakingmyheadacheworse

"

Me:"sorryletmesee"

Iheldherheadandsheremovedherself

Siya:"Youaremakingnoise"

Welaughed.

Siya:"IfeellikeIamdying"

Me:"Iwillgetsomepillsforyouandfood"

Siya:"thanks."

Herphonerangandshetookitandclosedhereyes.

Siya:"hello"



Iwasfixinguptheroom.

Siya:"(blushing)Andyoujusthadtosaythat

Tristan"

Tristanismycompetition.ThesameTristanwho

wasNtethelelo'scompetition.What'supwiththis

guy?IfeltmyangerriseandIjustwalkedout

bangingthedoor.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

AyandajustwalkedoutbangingthedoorandIdont

knowwhy.Ireallywouldwanttogobackhomeand

spendtimewithTristan.Ireallyliketheguyandhe

hasbeennothingbutsweet.

Tristan:"what'swiththenoise?"

Me:"myBestfriendonmoodswings"

Tristan:"periods?Iknowhowladiesget"

Me:"noit'snotagirl"



Tristan:"excuseme"

Me:"what?"

Tristan:"Idon'tthinkIlikethefactthatareyouare

thatclosetoaguy"

Me:"meaning?"

Tristan:"Ijustdon'tfeelcomfortable"

Me:"yousoundcutewhenjealous.Don'tworry

aboutanythingIamwithyou"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"sowedatingnow?",

Icoveredmyfacegigglingandtheheadachecame

back.

Tristan:"SiyamthandaNtulicanyoubemy

girlfriend."

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Idon'twanthimswitchinguponme.

Tristan:"Ipromisetonothurtyou."

Ibitmybottomlip.GodIlikethisguysomuch.So



whynot.

Me:"ok"

Tristan:"Ididn'tquietgetthat"

Me:"(giggling)OkIwillbeyourgirlfriend."

Tristan:"Youjustmademyday.Iloveyou

Siyamthanda.Iknowit'ssoonbutIjustwantstate

myintentionsoutthere"

Me:"Iappreciateitreally"

Tristan:"Ihavetogo.Mydaughterwantspancakes.

"

Me:"canwenotrushmemeetingyourdaughter.I

justwanttoseeuswherewego"

Tristan:"wise.Ok.Iloveyou"

HehungupandIwasscreamingandsmilingthe

wholetime.Ayandacamebackinsidewithaplate

offoodanditwasbreakfast.

Ayanda:"comeeat"

Me:"whereisyourplate?"



Ayanda:"wewillshare"

Me:"can'tsaynotofood."

Isaidgrabbingtheslicedbread

Ayanda:"youseemhappy"

Me:"yourchomiisinlove"

Hesmiled.

Ayanda:"Iamhappyforyou.Leaveroomfor

disappointmentsaswell.Don'tbetooblindedby

love.Ifyouseeredflagsdon'tignoretheminthe

nameoflove.Ibelieveloveisbeautiful.Mostofall

enjoyitaswell."

Me:"uhmthanksreally.Ihaveneverhadsomeone

tellmethat"

Ayanda:"IamyournewbestfriendandasaguyI

havewitnessedalotofthethingsgirlsdoinlove

andenduphurt"

Itooktheegg.

Me:"haveyouhurtanygirl?"

Ayanda:"manytimes.MainlybecauseIwasn't



wheretheirheartisbutnowIgotthetasteofwhatit

feelslike"

Me:"doesithurt?"

Itouchedwherehisheartisandhechuckled.

Ayanda:"itdoesbutifyoulovesomeoneyouwant

toseethemhappyright?"

Me:"right"

Ayanda:"evenifithurtsyou"

Thatwasdeep.Forhimeven,therewasaknockon

thedooranditopened.

Hismom:"Iamsorryfor....."

Me:"it'sokmah.Weweren'tdoinganything.Weare

justfriends"

WhydidIneedtoexplainthat.

Mah:"ok.UhmNtetheleloisinneedofclothes.Can

yougotothehospitalandgiveittohim."

Me:"IwanttoseeAndiswa"

Ayanda:"finishupeatingthengobath"



Inoddedandhewalkedoutwithhismomsmiling.

Thatwoman'ssmileisbeautifulbutcreepsmeat

times..Ifinishedeating.Ihopemyrelationship

withTristanworks.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Itwashardlastnighttosleepinthiscell.Iwas

chokedwhiletryingtosleeponthesesmellygrey

blanketsanduncomfortablebeduntilAxecameto

myrescue.Sheishardcoreandtellsthetruthlike

itis.Thereportofmymentalillnesswassentin

andtherewillbeatrialnextweekformybail

hearingorIwillbesenttoamentalinstitute.Itried

callingLondiebutitrangunaswered.Ifeelalone

andhavenooneatmycorner.WhatifIgetkilledin

here.Myprincess.Everythingiscomingyomeand

howIamanunfitmomtoher.Ntethelelohas

shownmenothingbutloveandsupportevenafterI

foundouthewascheatingbuthenevergavemea



reasontodoubthisloveuntiltheincident.Iruined

everything.Ihopehewillforgiveme.Thecell

opensandAxewalksbackinandshecomesmy

wayandsitsnexttomeasIamcurledupina

corner.

Axe:"What'swrong?"

Me:"whatifIdiehere.WhatifIdon'tgotoamental

institutiontogetmorecrazywhatif?"

Axe:"whatifIamhere?Iwillbeyourguideline.

It'snotmyfirsttimebeinginjail.IKnowewillbe

outbutprincessyouneedtostopthismentalitythat

theworldrevolvesaroundyoucauseitdoesn't.

Afterwhatyoutoldmeyouwerereallydramaticand

alsolookwhereitgotyou.Youneedtopullyourself.

Youhadnotrighttostabsheotherwomanshe

didn'tcourtherself"

Me:"youwon'tunderstandlikeLondie"

Axe:"whereisthatLondie?Shouldn'tshebehere

withyou?Iamtherealonebabygirlandthetruth

isahardpilltoswallow"

Iwipedmytears.



Me:"whyareyoumean?"

Axe:"iamtellingyouthetruth.Iwon'tcomfortyou

withlies"

Me:"soIamabadpersonhuh?"

Axe:"weallhad.It'sjustyouwhomakesachoice

tochangeyourways.Ithinkjailtimewilldoyou

goodwithmebyyourside"

Me:"Really?Don'tthatrequireafavourof

protectionlikemebeingyourgirlfriendor

something."

Shetookoffmyringandputitinherpocket.

Axe:"Ithinkyouneedtoexploremoreoptionsand

flavoursinordertoknowyourtaste"

Shebroughtherfacecloserandheldmyfaceand

thenkissedme.Iclosedmyeyes.Theyaresosoft

andtender.Likeyoucouldjusteatofthem.My

bodywasfeelingsometypeofway.Ibrokeit.

Me:"stop"

Sheranherlongfingeronmywetlips.



Axe:"Igotyou"

It'slikewewereinaworldwithnoone.Whatis

goingtohappenhere?Whatisherintentionreally.?

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

MybrotherswithAndiswa'scousincameinwith

foodandclothesformetochange.Ididn'twantto

leaveAndiswa'ssideforamomentbutinthe

afternoonIwillgoandseeUnathi,heractionscome

fromsomewhereandIamwonderingwhere.She

hasn'twokenupbuttheDrreassuredmethatshe

willwakeup.Iwenttofreshenupandcameout

andSiyamthandawaslookingather.

Siya:"YourbabyisamessNdiswawakeup"

IcanseeAyandastealingglancesatSiyamthanda

butwouldclearhisthroatandlookaway.Herhand

movedandwemovedcloserlookingather

attentively



Me:"Andiswa"

Myheadwaspoundingandthisheadachewouldgo

sinceyesterday.Ididn'tevengetsomegoodsleep

aswell.She!overherhandandopenedhereyes

slowlybutthelightwasblindingher.

Siyamthanda:"wakeupsoKhuluwon'thitme"

WelaughedabitandAndiswafinallyopenedher

eyes.Shelookedaroundandwehelpedherwith

waterwhiletheywenttocalltheDr.

Me:"Iamgladyouareok"

Siyamthanda:"(crying)Imissedyou."

Shesaidhuggingherbutshewouldflinch.TheDr

came.

Dr:"iexpectedittobetomorrowatleast."

Hecheckeduponherandsaidhewillbebacklater

todosoagain.

Me:"Iamsogladyouareawake"

Andiswa:"(softly)Pleasegetout.Allofyou"

Siya:"but...."



Andiswa:"calldad.Iwannagohome"

Mbongeni:"youhaven'trecovered"

Andiswa:"Idon'twantanythingtodowithyour

familyatthemoment.Pleasebringmychild"

Me:"Andiswa....."

Andiswa:"mylifehasbeennothingbutpainful

sinceyoucame.PleasejustgobeforeIdiethistime

"

Shesaidwithtearsrollingdownherface.Myheart

clenchedasshesaidhewantsnothingtodowith

me.

Me:"Andiswa"

Isaidsoftlybutshekeptonweeping

Ayanda:"let'sgivehersomeTime"

Andiswa:"IwantmybabyNtethelelonothingelse"

Thesadnessinhereyesbrokeme.Ibrokeher.

Me:"IamsorryAndiswabutheismysontoo!"

Andiswa:"Idon'twanthimdyingaswell.Iwantmy



son!"

Me:"wewillsee"

Siya:"uhmIthinkyoushouldleavebefore

upsettingherhealingprogress"

Me:"Iwillbeback"

Iwalkedout.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IhavetoldSiyamthandatocalldadandinformhim

aboutwhatisgoingonandhewasfurious.Mydad

neverbeentothatextinctofemotionsbutIguess

everyonehasabreakingpoint.Anenoughpointin



life.Iamhavingalotofpainatmyabdomenarea

buttheDrgavemepainreliefsjustsothatIcanbe

abitbetterfromallthepain.Iwipedmytearsand

thinkhowmylifeturnedfromlove&blisstotragic

moments.Idon'tthinkIwillrecoverfromthis.No

matterhowmuchItrybutIwillalwayshavea

remindernow.ThatIamahomewreckerwhenI

didn'tintendtobeone.ThatIgavebirthtoanHeir

foramarriedman.MyemotionsarealloverandI

don'tknowwhatIcandowiththembutjustcry.I

holdmychestasasobescapesmylips.Iwish

momwasstillalive.Ineedherloveandarmsat

thismoment.HewalkedinandIcouldn'tlookat

him.IamhurtandhiswifecameformelikeIthrew

myselfatNtethelelo.Ifhedidn'tlietomeIwouldn't

belayinghere.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

HesaidclenchingonZikhali.Iwipedmytears.

Ntethelelo:"foreverything"

Me:"canIhavemybaby?"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouAndiswajustpleasedon't



shutmeout"

HelookeddownandIlookedathim.

Ntethelelo:"it'smyfault.It'sallmyfaultyouare

here.It'sallmyfaultthatUnathiisinjail.It'sallmy

fault"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"canyoubringZikhali?"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouAndiswa"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"metoo"

Iwon'tcomforthimassayheshouldn'tblame

himself.Itishisfault.Itreallyis.Hehandedbaby

NJtomeandhewassoundasleep.Iranmy

fingersonhischeekandsmiled.Myheartinstantly

becamewarmandfilledwithlove.

Ntethelelo:"Hemissedyou"

Ibitmybottomliptryingtopreventmyselffrom

crying.

Ntethelelo:"shhhdon'tcry"



Me:"hetoldme"

HewassilentandIlookedathim.

Me:"(breaking)ThatIwon'thavekidsanymore.I

ambarrennowNtethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"youarenotbarren"

Me:"Ican'thavemorekids.Ican'tgiveyoumore

yousinfuture"

Hesmirked.

Me:"Iamserious"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Hekissedmyforehead.WhoamIfooling.Ilovethis

manbutIamstillhurt.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Somewomenlefttheprisoncellthatwewerein

eithertobetransferedtoPrisonbecausetheirbail



trialdidn'tgoaswellortheywerereleased.SoIwas

inthecellalonewithAxeaswell.Shewas

sharpeningherknifeandIwouldlookather.How

canaladyhavesuchguyqualitiesinhim.I

wondered.Hedoeslooklikeoneaswellandhe

reallydoestellyouwhatyoudon'tneedtohear.I

ammissinghome.Imissmydaughteraswell.I

wonderifAndiswaisstillaliveornot.Itouchmy

cheekandthenremembertheslap.Ntethelelohas

neverslappedmeandhedidthatdayforher.

Axe:"youok?"

Inodded.

Axe:"youneedtostartpraying"

Ichuckled.

Me:"meandchurchdon'twork"

Axe:"youaretraditional"

Me:"ewwunoIdon'tandcan'tstandThose

animalsbeingkilled"

Axe:"youneedtofindaformofsupportingsystem

eitherthanpeople"



Me:"you?"

Axe:"IbelieveinGod.That'swhyiprayeverytime

wedidaheistwiththegang.

Me:"whyareyouherefor?"

Axe:"that'snonOfyourbusiness"

Sheisscary.Ikeotquiet.Sheputherknifeaway

andsatnexttomeasIwaslookingup

Axe:"Iwillteachyouanythingatwoaboutlife."

Me:"Iknowlife"

Axe:"thisisithumblingyou"

Ilookedather.Herplaitedhairwasniceshame.

Damnwhydoesshelooklikeahotguy.Sheperked

mylips.

Me:"Iammarried"

Axe:"youlikeit"

Shekissedmylipsandiclosedmyeyesand

responded.Sheisaverygoodkisser.

.



.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

KhuluzawasshoutingthroughthephonelikeIwas

theonewhostabbedAndiswa.

Khuluza:"Iamonmywaythere.Iamgoingto

showthatboy'sfamilywhomeAgnesismadeoff"

Me:"sheisrecovering"

Khuluza:"recoveringyokunuka,Iwilldragherout

ofthathospitalyouwillseeme."

Shehungup.Bothofthem.Thewholefamilyis

angry.Isigh.MalumeThulaniisevenflyingfrom

MozambiquetoSAandIknowshitwillhitthefan.

Thaymandoesn'tbdaymuch.Nowordsbutaction

andit'sworsethathewasinthepolicebeforesohe

knowshowtohandleagun.Funnyenough

Andiswa'sfathershouldbelikethatbecauseheis

older.Iwalkedinsidethehouseandtheauntsare

verynice.Iwishmyinlawsinfutureislikethisor



motherinlawiscloseasnicetothisone.Ihope

Tristan'smotherlikesmewhenshemeetsme.I

reallyhopeso.Isenthimamessagebutheseems

offline.Theguysenteredwiththeplates.This

familyisbigaswellandthat'swhatmakesitnice.

Ayanda:"haveyoueaten?"

Inodded.

Aunty:"ningafanelana.(Youwouldsuiteach

other)"

Theguyslaughed

Me:"wearejustfriends"

Ayanda:"yeahIdon'tseeSiyamthandalikethat

even.Notever"

Whatdoeshemeanbysayinghedoesn'tseeme

likethatever.?

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Ayanda:"i.."

Me:"yeahIgetit.Iamdark"

Ipushedhimandwalkedoutwithhimcallingme.I



hadtearsinmyeyes.

Ayanda:"Siyamthanda"

Me:"whatAyanda?"

Ayanda:"juststopforasecond"

Me:"Idon'twanttohearyoukeeponinsultingme."

Ayanda:"wouldyoujuststop"

HestoodInfrontofmebreathingheavily.

Ayanda:"Iwasn'tinsultingyou.Iamyourfriendwe

wouldnevergobeyondthat."

Me:"Wowmove"

Ilaughedhimasidebutheheldmyarm.

Ayanda:"whatdoyouwantfrommeSiyamthanda!

"

Me:"Iwantyoutogetawayfrommydarkass"

Ayanda:"justlistentome"

Me:"Ayandamove"

Ayanda:"juststopok!"



Ididbecauseitwasaverydeepcommand.His

breathingwaslikehewastakingdeepbreaths.

Ayanda:"Wecanneverdate.Wecanneverbe

together.WearejustfriendsSiyamthanda......."

Me:"wow"

Ayanda:"justletmefinish.Youwantedthis

friendship.Ididn't.Youfriendzonedmeinasecond

butyouknowwhat?ItookitlikethemanIamand

stilltakingit.Iamtryingtogetridofmyfeelingsfor

yououtoftherespectofyourdecisionandTristan

asyourboyfriend.IloveyoubutIrespectyoueven

thoughithurtsIcan'tbewithyou"

Iwassilent.

Me:"Ithinkweshouldendwhateverrelationwe

had"

Ayanda:"Siyamthanda"

Me:"respectthatAyanda"

Heclenchedhisjawsandsneekerdputtinghandsin

hispocket.

Ayanda:"ifthat'swhatyouwantthenIwon'tstop



you"

Hewalkedoff.Iturnedandeveryonewaslookingat

me.Ifakedasmilebuttheyhadsadfaces.

Me:"Ineedtorest"

Iwalkedaway.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Igotintomycarandstarteditanddroveoffplaying

somemusic.Ireallydidn'tdigesteverythingthat

SiyamthandasaidbutIcan'tgoagainstwhatshe

wants.Ijustwishmyheartdidn'twantherthis

much.thereareplentyoffishesinthesea.

"Ican'texplainthewayyoumakemefeel

Everytimethatyoutoldmethatyouloveme

Andyouknowyoudid,toomanytimes

JustwhenIthoughtthatlovecanneverbeapartof



me

That'swhenyoucamealong,Youshowedme

happinesses,babyyou'rethebest

Ithinkyou'redifferentfromtherest,andiwilllove

you

Tellmeit'sreal

Thefeelingthatwefeel

Tellmethatit'sreal,don'tletlovecongest

Topassusby,try

It'sallwehavetodo

It'suptomeandyou,tomakethisspeciallove

Lastforevermore......"

Ijuststoppedthecarandmyphonewasringing.It

wasmybrothersbutIignoredit.Fuckwhydoesit

hurtthatsheesaidshedoesn'twantanythingtodo

withme.Ithinkitwasbetterwhenshefriendzoned

me.ItwasbetterbecauseIgottolikeherina

distancethatnowseemstobeadeependIam

drowningin.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*ANDISWA*

Iwasgettingdischargedtoday.Unathi's

appearanceisalsotodaysoNtethelelowentthere

andIreallydon'tmind.BabomncaneThulaniis

saidtobeheretofetchthethreeofus.Heis

furiousandreallygavetheKhumalofamilyahard

time.Ayandavisitedme.IthoughtIwouldclick

morewellwithZamaniandIdobutAyandahasthe

bubblyvidyoulikebutthesedaysheseemsoff.As

thenursewasplacingmeonawheelchairKhuluza



andBabomncanecamein.

Khuluza:"theyalmostkilledmygrandbaby"

Shekissesmyeverywhere.

Me:"IamfineKhuluza."

Khuluza:"youarenot.Ohgod.Iamgonnakillthat

boy."

Ishookmyheadsmiling.

Thulani:"whyareyousmilingthisisaserious

matterAndiswa"

Ikeptquietandkeyastraightface.

Khuluza:"leaveheralone.Theaudacityforthat

mantowantyourbaby"

Me:"theywhat?"

Theywanttotakemychild.

Khuluza:"wedidn'tallowthatthough.Heisinthe

carwithSiyamthanda"

Me:"thankyou"

WewaitedfortheDrandhecameandtoldme



instructionsbeforewesignedthepapersand

walkedoff.WegottothecarandBabomncane

Thulanipickedmeupandputmeinsideand

SiyamthandawasplayingwithbabyNJ.

Me:"heybaby"

Shehandedhimover.Istillcan'tbelieveIama

mom.

Siyamthanda:"soadorable"

Khuluza:"wedon'twantanychild"

WelaughedandnoddedwhileplayingwithbabyNJ.

.

.

*TRISTAN*

Siyamthandasaidsheiscomingbacktodayand

wouldliketoseeme.Iamabitexcitedaboutthat.

That'swhyIwilltakeAmberhomeandhavealittle

lunchwithmygirlfriend.

Me:"youaredonepacking?"



Amber:"yesdaddy."

Me:",okcome"

Itookherbagassheworehershoesandwe

walkedout.Ilockedthedoorandwenttothecar

andIbuckledherup.Shelooksjustlikehermother.

IsighedandclosedthedoorandIwenttomyside

andIdroveoffHome.Ihaven'tseendadforawhile.

Thatmanismarriedtobework,reallyandis

dedicatedtoit.WegothomeandIparkedthecar

andunbuckledAmberandtookherintomyarms

andIwalkedinside.

Amber:"Koko!"

Momappeared

Mom:"mybabycomehere"

ShetakesAmberandpaintsherfacewithkisses

whilemydaughtergiggles.

Mom:"Thapelo",

Me:"Mom"

Mom:"Amberneedsamotherfigure"



Hereshestartsagain.

Me:"Ihaveagirlfriend"

Mom:"thoseloosegirls.Matsidisoisperfect"

Me:"letmeleavebeforeweargue.",

IkissedAmber'scheekandIwalkedout.Ibumped

intoMatsidiso.

Matsidiso:"hi,"

Ijustnoddedandshewalkedoff.Ifmomcould

adopthershewould.Shelooksnicethough.Iwas

disturbedbymyphoneringinganditwas

Siyamthanda.

Me:"Coco",

Siyamthanda:"Iamhomenow."

Me:",Iamonmyway."

Siyamthanda:"ok"

IhungupandgotintomycarandIdroveoff.

.

.



*SIYAMTHANDA*

Melusi:"Idon'teverwanttoseethatboynextto

you"

Andiswa:"butdadheisZikhali'sfathereIcan't

deprivehimthat"

Melusi:",it'sfinalAndiswa""

Andiswalookedatthemandstoodupandwentto

herroom.

Me:"Ihavetogo",

Khuluza:"uyaphikewena?(Whereareyougoing?

)"

Me:"backtoschool"

Khuluza:"ohok.Behaveyourself",

Thulani:"mmmh",

Hesaidlookingatme.IswallowedandItookmy

bagsandhuggedthem.

Me:"bye"



Iwalkedout.Yhothatwasintense.Tristancalled

me.AndIanswered.

Tristan:"whereyouare?"

Idirectedhimtomyhomeandsoonhewashere.I

wenttohiscarandgotin.

Tristan:"youlivethere?"

Me:"no.Ijustcametovisitmycousin"

HenoddedandkissedmylipsandIresponded

beforewebrokeitanIshyedaway.

Tristan:"howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgoodandyou?"

Tristan:"Iamhappyyouarehere"

Ishyedaway.

Me:"wellyouweremissed"

Hekissedmycheekandstartedthecaranddrove

off.Ireallyhopeallworksbetweenus.

.

.



*MERCY*

Iwalkedoutofmylastclassoncampus.These

pastfewdayshavebeenoff.Thingsathomeare

sourifIshouldsay.Sandileisstillathislatenight

thingsthatIdon'tknow.Iuberedheremainly

becauseIwastiredtodrive.Iwenttothecafeteria

andIboughtsomethingtoeatandmyphone

vibrated.Ilookedatitandputitinmybag.ReallyI

amtiredoflookinglikeanuisanceinallofthisso

letmekeepmysilence.

"Youareignoringme"

Ikeptquietandhesatoppositeme.

Sandile:"baby"

Me:"whatareyoudoingoncampus?"

Sandile:"Icouldn'tworktodaybecauseofhow

thingsarebetweenus",

Me:"canweleave?"

Itookmybagandhestoodupandheldmyhand.

Wewalkedouttohiscar.Heopenedthedoorfor



meandIgotinandthankedhim.Hegotinhisside

andthenhedroveoff.Therewassilenceinthecar

andwereachedthebeachandwegotoutofthecar.

HepulledmetohimandIlandedonhischest.

Sandile:"Iamsorry"

Me:"whyarewedoingthis?"

Sandile:"doingwhat?"

Me:"wegotmarriedtoofast.It'sheatingusup

now"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Sandile:"Iamsorrybaby.Iamsorryfor

everything"

Me:"youkeeptellingmethatbutyoudon'tdoit,

youdon'ttellmethetruth"

Sandile:"It'sforyourowngoodthatyoudon'tknow

"

Me:"justoncepleasebehonestwithme'

Helookedatme.Iamtiredofarguingforthesame

thingeverytime.HehuggedmeandIcried.



Sandile:"Iamsorry"

WorseIamdependentonhim.Ilovehimanddon't

wannaleavehimbutsometimesIfeellikewalking

awayandgoinghomebutwhere.Myparentsdon't

wantme.

Sandile:"Iamsorry"

.n

.

*UNATHI*

Iwascryingmyeyesout.Iwon'tbetakentoa

mentalinstitutionandIwon'tgetanybail.Thisisa

mess.Imissmyfriendsandmydaughterandmom

aswell.IwasgladtoseeNtethelelothere.Doeshe

stillloveme?Ofcausehestilldoes.

"Barbiegal"

That'smynewname.NoAxe.Shewastransfered

toPrisonyesterdayandIamleftallalone.Ikinda

missherandhopewegettogethercauseIknowI

won'tsurviveprisonalone.Istoodupandwiped



mytearsandheofficercuffedmeandwewalked

out.Iwasbeingtransferredtodayaswell.Wegot

intheroomandNtethelelowastherewithhis

brotherZamani.IwantedtohughimbutIam

forbiddentodoso.

Zamani:"sitdown"

Ididandtearsstreameddownmyeyes.Hetookout

papersandapenoutofhisbriefcaseandhanded

themtome.

Ntethelelo:"sign"

ItookthepapersandIlookedatthemandit'sa

divorcepapers.

Me:"canIasksomething?"

Henodded.

Me:"howdidwegettothispoint?"

Zamani:"Iwillbeoutside"

HewalkedoutandNtethelelosatoppositeme.

Ntethelelo:"ImayhavelostmymemoryUnathibutI

amregainingitbitbybit.Ilovedyouandstilldo.I



gaveyoutheworldanddideverythingforyou.I

neverlaidmyhandonyoubeforeexceptforthat

daybecauseIrespectedyoubutitwasn'tenough

foryou.Noit'snotAndiswa'sfaultwearebreaking

upbutit'syourways.YouwouldhitmeandIwould

keepquiet.Hitmysister'sandwanttoattackmy

motherandyouwerepressingmebutallbecauseI

loveyou.Loveisnotenoughanymore.(sigh)Iam

sorry.AndasforAndiswaIdidn'tintendonfalling

forherandIdid.Shegavemetheoppositeofwhat

yougaveme.Senseofbeingamaninthe

relationship.Love,respectandhonestythethinhs

youfailedtogome.Iamnotshamingyoujust

showingyouwhereyouwentwrong."

Me:"Iunderstand"

Itookthedivorcepapersandireadthroughthe.I

amtryingtopracticewhatAxesaidIshould.Iread

throughitandlookathim.

Ntethelelo:"anythingwrong?"

Ishookmyheadandsigned.

Me:"thankyou"



Hesmiledandwestoodupandhehuggedmeand

gavemeaperk.

Ntethelelo:"IwillmakesureLethoknowsaboutyou

"

Me:"kissherforme"

Henoddedandwalkedout.Ididn'tgethalfofthe

thingsbecausewesignedaprenuptial.Ishouldbe

gettingnothingactuallybutitstatesIkeep

everythinghehaseverboughtforme.Includingthe

house,Ireallymessedupagoodmanandpushed

herintoanotherwoman'sarms.Theofficerwalked

in.

Officer:"comewearegoingtoyournewhome"

Shecuffedmeandwewalkedout.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

WegottoTristan'sfallandnoIwon'thavesexwith



him.Wewereeatingtakeoutandhavinga

conversationhereandthereandwewatcheda

movie.

Tristan:"Youarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

Hekissedmycheek.

Tristan:"sotellmeaboutyourmaleBestie"

Youcanseeitmakeshimuncomfortable.

Me:"wefought.Wenotfriendsanymore.

Tristan:"mindifIaskwhy."

Hesmileonhisfacecan'tbemissed.Youcan'ttell

yourboyfriendyourfriendconfessedheloveyou

right?

Me:"hesaidhelikesmesoIendedthings"

Tristan:"good.Hewouldn'twanttomesswithme.

"

Me:"Justhopeheisok.Ihaven'tseenhimsince"

Tristan:"heisabigguy.Hecanhandlehimself."



Ilookedathimandhekissedmycheek.

Tristan:"Iloveyou"

Ismiled.IjusthopethatAyandaisokreally.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:34] :~Mistress~

Insert60

IhavejustfinishedputtingbabyNJtorest.Ihave

toldthematworkthatigavebirthandEvangeline

whatbelieveitatfirstbutyesIdidandatschool

wellIamjusthopingtopushandgraduate.My

phonerangandItriedtogetitfastwithoutwaking

upNJandIanswered.

Me:"itwashardputtingyoursontosleep,Howare



you"

Hesighed.

Ntethelelo:"Ineverbelievedindivorce."

Me:"Iunderstand"

Isatonthebed.

Ntethelelo:"Ishouldn'tbetalkingaboutmy

troubles"

Me:"weallneedtooffloadsometimes"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:'weloveyoutoo"

Ntethelelo:",Ihavetogo.CanIseeyoutomorrow

?",

Me:"myfamilyisangryatyou"

Ntethelelo:"IwillproveIhavenobadIntentions"

Me:"Iknow"

Iyawned.

Me:"Ihavetorest.Seeyoutomorrowdaddy"



Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"seeyoutomorrow"

Hehungup.Idon'tknowhowaboutwearegoing

todothis.IfeelbadthattheydivorcedandIfeel

likeit'sallmyfault.WhatareyousayingAndiswait

isyourfault.Iswitchedoffthelightsandgotinbed

andslept.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Tristantookmetoresafterspendingourday

together.Ineedtocatchupwithalotofschool

work.Ineedsomesnackstogetthroughthisnight

ofdoingmyschoolwork.Ipostedonmystatus

sayinginneedofsnackwithcryingEmojis.Sesethu

myroommateisalreadyasleepinherexpensive

dress.Idon'tjudgebutshehustlesforher

educationhere.Differentoldrichmenevery

weekendandgetaways.Expensivehairandnails.



Allofthat,sheisawonderfulgirljustwithafucked

upsituationbuthasdreams.Iwasalreadyinmy

pyjamas.TristancalledmeandIanswered.

Me:"Mrbrown.Didyougetsafehome?"

Tristan:"Ididgetsafe.Areyouok?"

Me:"Iam"

Tristan:"Iamsorry"

Heinsultedmeinaway.Sayingwhydothese

Khumalomengoafterhisgirls.Iaskedhimwhatis

itandhesaidit'snonofmybusiness.WhatifI

havealreadyfuckedAyanda.Wedidn'ttalkforan

hourandheapologizedsayingheisajerk.Iforgave

him.

Me:"it'sok.Itseemslikeyouknowthemthough

withyourgirls."

Tristan:"Idon'twantustofight."

Inodded.

Me:"goodnight.Ineedtodosomeschoolwork"

Tristan:"Iwillseeyou"



InoddedandIhungupandsighed.Ireallylike

Tristan,hedoesn'thavetobeinsecureandjealous.

Ishouldbetheonedoingthat.Istillcan'tbelieveI

amdatingaguylikehim.IsquealabitandthenI

takemybooksandearphonesandIstarttodomy

schoolwork.Reallyitwouldhavebeenniceevenif

Ihadasmallpacketofchips.Almost30minutes

intotheworkandIamlisteningtoBrysontillernow.

Webothknowcomesinandjustremindsmeof

howwebothsangitwithAyanda.Ishouldn'tbe

thinkingabouthim.Really.Aknockonthedoor

comesandIpulloutmyearphonesandSesethu

groansbeforeturningherself.Igoandopenthe

doorandthesecurityguyisstandingtherewith

plasticfromWoolworths.

Me:"Hi"

Security:"IamlookingforSiyamthanda"

Me:"That'sme"

Security:"somemandroppedthishereforyou"

Hegavemetheplasticandithadgoodies.

Me:"didhesaywhoheis?"



Security:"No.Hehasafancycarthough"

Me:"uhmokthankyouthen"

Hewalkedoff.Maybemybabyboughtathankyou

forme.Ijumpedonmybedinexcitementandtook

myphoneandcalledoutTristan.

Tristan:"BabyIhaveworktomorrow"

Me:"Iwanttosaythankyouforthegoodies.Ilove

you"

Tristan:"whatgoodies?"

Me:"Uhmyoudidn'tjustcomehere?"

Tristan:"thelasttimeIcametodropyouwaswhen

Iwasdroppingyou"

Me:"ohok"

Tristan:"areyoucheatingonme?"

Me:"No!Itcouldbemyuncle.Hedidmentionhe

willdropsomethingbeforeheleaves."

Tristan:"betterbeSiyamthanda"

Me:"yeahgoodnight"



HehungupandIlookedatmyphoneandlooked

inside.Whocouldhaveboughtthese?

IwenttomystatusandIcheckedpeoplewho

vieweditandthefirstonecaughtmyeye.

Me:"Ayanda"

Isenthimamessage.

"Thankyouforthetreats.Iappreciateit."

Hewasonline.Hetyped.

Ayanda:"It'sfine"

ThatwasabitcoldbutIdeserveit.

Me:"IamsorryaboutthewayItalkedthelasttime

wesaweachother"

Heviewedmymessageandwentoffline.Ideserve

thatIguess.Iputmyphonedownandsighed.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*



Iwasinbed.Thehousefeelsempty.Imagesare

playinginmyheadabitclearthanbefore.Ireally

stoodbyUnathiandtoleratedher.Ishouldhave

savedherfromallofthatbutnowIcan't.Iamat

thatpointofbeingtired.IwishIcanrememberhow

meandAndiswamet.Iamsureitismemorableas

shehaddescribedit.Momisintheotherroomhere

forLetho.IjusthopewhenImarryAndiswacauseI

wanttodothat.Thatshelovesmydaughterjustas

muchasZikhali.Thatshedoesn'treflecther

mother'sdoingsonherbutIdoubt.IsighandI

switchoffthesidelampbesidemeandIsleep.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Iwasatthelabrotoryattheofficewewereworking

onimprovinganAndroidhipforoldpeople.Idon't

knowwhytheyneeditbutDrsknowwhytheyneed

it.Iwasworkingjusttogetmymindoffthings.By

thingsImeanSiyamthandabutitprovestobe



difficult.IwillkeepmydistanceandIdon'tmind.I

stoppedtotakeabreakandIbrowsedthrough

Whatsappandsawherstatus.Itookmycarkeys

andIwalkedout.IdrovetoWoolworthsandbought

things.IstoppedforamomentandseemedlikenoI

shouldn't.Shehasaboyfriendforit.Iput

everythingbackbuttheinmesaidtakeitAyanda.

Thereisnothingwronginjustbuyingtreats.You

willstillkeepyourdistance,Iboughtthemandwent

toherresidentialandIaskedthesecurityguyto

deliverittoherwellIpaidhimforhislittletime.He

wentandIwentbacktowork.ShetextedmeandI

wassotemptedtosayit'sbecauseIloveyoubutI

settlewith"it'sfine"shesentinanotherone

apologizingandIreallyforgiveher.Ijustwon'tstep

inherterritoryagain.Ishouldforgetaboutthissilly

feelingandgetmyselfanothergirlwhoisreadyto

settle.WowIneverthoughtIwouldwanttosettle

sosoonbutthisplayingaroundistiringandIneed

minime'slikeNtethelelothatwillsoonrunaround.

AnHeirtotakeoveroneDayoraprincess.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:34] :~Mistress~

Insert61

ItooksometimetogetbabyNJdressed.Hewas

screaminghislungsoutandmemovingaround

isn'tthatmucheasy.Khuluzagavemeanearful

aboutgoingtoseeNtethelelothatthebabyisstill

smallandihavetostillrecoverbutIwanttosee

Ntetheleloandhowheisholdingupabout

everything.Iknowheliedtomefromthebegining

butImightknowhowUnathiisfeelingatthe

moment.NotexactlybutImighthaveanidea.I

wrappedhiminablanketashecriedandtooka

pacifierandputitinhismouthandhestopped

suckingonit.Nothingwascomingoutreallybuthe

doesn'tknowthat.Ifeellikemeanddaddon'thave

thatsamerelationshipagain.Idon'tknow.MaybeI

amimaginingthings.Khuluzawalkedintheroom



andlookedatZikhaliwhowassuckingfordearlife.

Khuluza:"Idon'tknowwhatthatboyhasoveryou"

Isatup.

Me:"Ilovehim"

Khuluza:"stillafterhiswifestabbedyou"

Ikeptquiet.Shesatnexttome.

Khuluza:"Andiswayouaretooyoungforallofthis.

"

Me:"Iknowbutitiswhatitis"

Khuluza:"doyouknowthepainofseeingyourchild

cry?"

Me:"yeah"

Ijotbacktothedaytheyrazoredmybaby'shand.

Khuluza:"it'snotwellwithmetoseeyourfather

thishopeless.Healmostlostyouanditbreaksmy

hearttoseehimlikethat.Itbreakmyhearttosee

youlikethat"

Shesaidwithtears.HonestlyIdidn'tthinkhow



everythingwasaffectingthem.Ihuggedher.

Me:"IamsorryKhuluza"

Shehuggedme.

Khuluza:"promisemeyouwilltakecareofyourself.

Andifyougetharmedinthatboy'sarmsIwillkill

himandZikhaliwillbefatherless"

Igiggled.

Khuluza:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

MyphoneranganditwasNtethelelo.

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Khuluza:"thingsarenotdonelikethis"

Shesighed

Khuluza:"buthedidpayforthedamages"

Me:"thankyou"

Ikissedhercheek.

Me:"Ihavetogo.Bye"



ItookthebabybagandIleftherwithNJabitand

Ntethelelogotoutofhiscarandmetmehalfway.

Heperksmylips.

Ntethelelo:"Heymommy.Howareyou?"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iamgood.Justthepainonmyabdomen

whenIstandorwalktoomuch"

Iputthebagatthebackandthereweretwobaby

seats.Ismiledathimandheclosedthedoorand

lockedthecar.

Ntethelelo:"Justhopeyourgrandmotherdoesn't

killme"

Me:"shewillgiveyouastinkeyeorslapyou

maybe"

HeheldhischeeksandIlaughed.Hefrowned

beforechucklingandbringingouthisdimplesto

play.WegotinsideandKhuluzawassittingdown

watchingTV.

Ntethelelo:"Sawubonamah(Hellomah)"

ThewayhehumbledhimselfIwantedtolaugh.



Khuluzagavehimherfamouseyebeforereplying.

Khuluza:"Mmh"

ThatsallshesaidandItookNtethelelo'shandand

wewenttomyroom.ItmightnotbemuchbutI

don'tcareorfeelembarrassedfromwhereIcome

fromjustbecauseofwhereNtethelelocomesfrom.

Weallcomefromdifferenthomesbutallwant

betterhomesinfuture.Itookmybagandhewent

tohoveroverhissonandpickedhimup.

Ntethelelo:"ImissedyouMbulaziomncane"

Me:"Mymntungwa's"

Hechuckled

Ntethelelo:"Icouldneverthankyoumorethan

enough"

Ikissedhischeek.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyoumore"

"Kantianihambiyini?(Aren'tyouleaving?)"

Welaughedandwalkedout.



Me:"byeKhuluza.Iwillseeyou"

Khuluza:"Mmmmh"

Wewalkedoutandwenttothecar.Ntethelelo

placedZikhaliinhiscarseatnicelyandourboywas

lookingatusfidgeting.Iperkedhissmalllips

beforeIclosedthedoorandNtethelelooutmybag

attheback.Wegotinandhedroveoff.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

IWokeupinthemorningandmybodyespecially

myneckwassore.IgroanedinpainandIsaw

Sesethuhummingandmakingbreakfastallclean.I

felloffthebedandshejumpedandcametohelp

meup.

Me:"mybodyissore"

Sesethu:"that'smeaftereveryweekend"

Shesatmeonthebed.



Sesethu:"whenisyourclass?"

Me:"around11"

Shenodded.Sheisthequiettypethatlivesawild

life.

Sesethu:"Imadebreakfast"

Me:"didyouseethesnacks?"

Sesethu:"Iwillhelpmyselfafterbreakfast"

Me:"Ineedtobath"

Sesethu:"somecolouredguywassaidtobehere

bysecurity"

Me:"Ithinkit'smyboyfriend"

Sesethu:"wowyouaredating.That'sgood.Ihope

hetreatsyouwell"

Me:"metoo.It'sjustheissoinsecureandjealous"

Sesethu:"that'snotrightit'saredflagrightthere.

Hewillwanttocontrolyouinfuture.Hedoesn't

trustyou"

Me:"hedoes"



Sesethu:",ImightnotdateanyoftheguysIsleep

withbutIKnowhowamanworksbecausethey

actedthesame."

Me:"Iwillcallhimandthenbath"

Sesethu:"justlookoutforyourselfMthanda.You

arelikeasistertome"

Ihuggedherandshegiggled.

Me:"youaresocute.Iloveyou"

Sesethu:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihopewhatsesethuissayingisnottrue,thatit

won'tcometrue.

Sesethu:"gobath.Wehaveanassignmentsoon

andyoumissedoutshame."

Me:"what'sup?"

Sesethu:"sotheITstudentsarecolabingwiththe

medicalstudentsinaprojectworkingwithAndroids

,wegettoseehowthatfitinmedicallivestoo.

Thenalittlecompetitionwillbethereandthewinner

willgettospendthedayatthiscompanybeing

showntheropes."



IfeltlikedyingbothsesethuandIaremedical

students.

Me:"canwedie?"

Shelaughed.

.

.

*TRISTAN*

Icouldn'thelpbutfeellikeSiyamthandaislyingto

me.Idon'tlikethefactthatsheisgettingalong

withoneoftheKhumalomen.Ntethelelohasn't

cameinaftersometimeandIguessAndiswagave

birth.Iwenttoherresidentialtocheckonherbut

theywouldn'tletmein.Ruiningmydayasitis.I

gottoworkandIcalledhernumberandshe

answered.

Siya:"hello"

Me:"howareyou?"

Siya:"Iamgoodhowareyou?"



Me:"iwasthere"

Siya:"Iheard"

Me:"soyoudidn'tcomeout?"

Siyamthanda:"Ijustheardnowistheresomething

wrong"

Ibreathedout.

Me:"IloveyouandIdon'twannalooseyou"

Siya:'calmdownIwon'tleaveyou.Youwon'tloose

meifyoutreatmegood"

Me:"thingis...",

Siya:"yes"

Me:"Ihaveahistorywithyourcousin.Ijustwantto

getthatoutoftheway"

Siya:"WoahyoumeanAndiswa?"

Hertonechanged.

Me:"Idon'twanttocauseanyconflict.Ijust

wantedtobehonestwithyou"

Siya:"wow",



Me:"forgiveme"

Siya:"uhmIneedtoprocessthis.Iwillcallyou",

ShehungupandIbreathedoutbeforecarryingon

withmywork."

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Wearrivedatmyhouse.SoonIwillbemovingout

andleavingitforUnathi.ItookZikhaliwithhiscar

seatandthecarrideseemedtosoothhimbecause

heisasleep.Andiswatookthebagsandwewalked

inside.MomwasfeedingLetho.Sheturnedand

smiled.Andiswaplacedtebagsdownandsatnext

tomom.

Andiswa:"HiMrsKhumalo"

Mom:"callmeMah"

Shesmiled.

Andiswa:"canIholdher?",



ShelookedatmeandIsmiledandnodded.Mah

giveherLethoandshekissedherforehead.That

warmedmyheartandIknewrightthenthatIdon't

everwanttolooseher

Andiswa:"hiyoucutething.Youseemmore

peacefulthanyourbrother"

Mom:"waittillatnight"

Welaughed.

Andiswa:"can'ttopthismanoverhere"

Me:"leavemysonalone"

Lethoyawned.

Mom:"Iwasabouttoputhertorest"

Andiswa:"Icandothatforyouandwecanplace

Zikhaliaswell"

Mom:"Icooked.Foodisreadyifyouarehungry"

Andiswa:"yesmam"

Wegotupandwentupthestairs.

Andiswa:"hernoseisniceandperky"



Me:"Iswearit'slikeyouareconsideringmarrying

mydaughter"

WegotintheirNurseryandplacedthemnextto

eachotherandIkissedboththeirforeheadsand

Andiswadidaswell.IheldherwaistmakingsureI

don'thurther.

Me:"Iloveyou."

Andiswa:"Idotoo.Youhavegoodgenes"

Me:"Didyoucomeheretocomplementthebabies?

"

Andiswa:"asIamstandinghereIamthinkingit's

justIdon'twantittomakeitseemlikeIamstealing

things."

Me:"whatisit?"

Shelookedatmeandplacedherheadonmychest

andIwrappedmyarmsaroundher.

Andiswa:"ifeellikeitallmyfaultthatletho's

motherisnothere."

Me:",,don'teverfeellikethat.Unathididthisto

herself"



Andiswa:"ok"

Sebreathedout.

Andiswa:"Ntethelelo"

Me:"mmmh"

Andiswa:"whereisthisgoing?"

Me:"what?"

Istillhadmyarmswrappedaroundhere.

Andiswa:"us"

Me:"Iwannagrowoldwithyou"

Shegiggled.ichuckled.

Andiswa:"youareoldnje"

Ispankedherandsheshreeked.

Me:"shh.Youaregonnawakeupthekids."

Andiswa:"don'tspankme"

Me:"IwanttomarryyouAndiswaIamjustwaiting

foryoutobeready"

Shenodded.



Andiswa:"whenthathappens.Iwouldliketo

motherLetho,Iwon'ttakehermother'sspacebutI

don'twanthergrowingtofeelthevoidandseeing

Zikhalihavingamother.Iwanthertofeelthelove

andwarmthaswell.WhenUnathicomesbackshe

willknowwhoherdaughterisandsoasLetho

knowingherrealmother"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Ididn'tknowhowitwould

bewhenthetimecomesbutthiswomanjustkeeps

onamazingandmakesmelovehermore.Iheldher

cheeksandkissedher.

Me:"wouldyoumarryme?"

Shesmiled.

Andiswa:"IwouldmarryyouMntungwa"

Me:"whatdidIdeservetohaveyou"

Andiswa:"yourmother'sprayersIbelieve."

Sheplacedherhandonmycheekandshewipedan

unknowntearthatescapedmyeyes

Andiswa:",don'tgetemotional"

Ichuckled.



Me:",Iloveyousomuch"

Andiswa:"Iknow"

Shewrappedherarmsaroundmeandlistenedto

myHeartbeat.

Andiswa:"Iloveyoujustasmuch",

Ireallydon'tknowwhattosay.Whichwomanhas

somuchloveandcarelikeher.Sheistrulyamazing

andIfeelathousandtimesblessedwithher.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*AYANDA*



IwalkedintomyofficeafterIhadwenttochangeat

home.Istayedhere'stheofficeKeepingmymind

busyanditsreallyhelping.MyPAwalkedin

rushingwithhertabletandtryingtopullherdress

down.Attentionfromme!Idofuckfromtimeto

timebutfuckingyouremployeeslikeother

companybossesmessthingsup.Inevermix

businesswithpleasureever.

Busiswa:"GoodmorningMrK,todayyourday

looksopenandnoyouhavetwomeetingstoday

withtheDeanfromUniversityofPretoriaandas

wellasthenyouwilldiscusstheoptionsbetween

workingwithSteveBikoAcademicHospital,,Zuid-

AfrikaansHospitalorPretoriaUrologyHospitalwith

thenewAndroiddevelopmentforthearm."

Me:"Whatarewedoingagain.?"

Busiswa:"youhavetwomeetingstodayaboutyour

Androidlearnershipprogramthatwillbeconsisting

ITstudentsandmedicalstudents.Youhavea

meetingwiththeDeanfromtheUniversityandone

outofthethreehospitalsIhavementioned.Theyall

wouldliketoworkwithusyoujusthavetoChoose



one."

Me:"theSteveBikoAcademicHospital"

Busiswa:"Oksir."

Me:"somethingelse?"

Ilookedatherandshestoodthere.

Busiswa:"no"

Me:"Ithinkwehavealotofworktodo."

Shenoddedandmadeherwayout.Iputmycoffee

downandIsatdownandopenedmylaptop.My

neckfeelsstiffbutthatwon'tstopmefromworking.

IcheckedmyemailsandIgotaninvitetoa

pharmacyopening.IchuckledandItookmyphone

andmadeacall.

Lindo:"Whatnow?"

Me:"Youweopeninganotherpharmacy?"

Lindo:"justbringyourasswithahotmama

Khumalo"

Me:"iwillifyouletmegetmedicationfree"



Lindo:"FuckyoumfwethuIaminbusinesshere"

Ichuckled.

Lindo:"weneedtocatchup."

Me:"yeahman.LookIhaveworksowewilltalk

later"

Lindo:"don'toverworkyourself"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Yesmom"

Lindo:"mxm.Thedayisnatchyourmomfromyour

dadisthedayhewon'tbelieve"

Me:"fokof"

Hechuckled.

Lindo:",bringher.HeyIheardyourbroknocked

themup"

Me:"that'sastoryforanotherday"

Lindo:"salutehim.AnywayIhavetorunaswell."

Me:"sure"

Hehungup.Lindoismyclosefriend.Wehavea



verybusylifetoalwaysmeetup.Thisisgonnabe

hissecondPharmacythathewillbeopening.Heis

reallypassionateabouthisworkasIam.We

understandeachotherandhaveaveryweirdyet

workablerelationship.Hehasbeenjokingabout

takingmymomforyearsthatIaccepteditnow.He

isjustjokingcauseheknowsIwillkillhim.Just

joking.IshakemyheadasIaminthoughtsandI

startuponthisproject.WhydidIevenstatitagain?

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwaswalkingthroughtheprisoncafeteria.Eyesof

hugeladieslookingatme.Iwasfeelingsmallyet

scaredwhileIheldontomyfood.Thisorange

overrallwasn'tmytypeofstyle.IjustwonderifIwill

surviveinhere.Iwassearchingforaplacetosit

whentwobigwomanwithatattooonherwristand

heroverallwashalfundone.

Her:"Awuletheleyogawulalahangisuthanga



(bringyourfoodhere.Iamnotfull)"

Me:"goaskforsecondsthen"

IwasabitscaredbutIwon'tshowit.

Her:"uthini?(Whatdidyousay?)"

Shesaidsteppingclosertomeandalleyesonus.

Me:"No,Iwon'tgiveyoumyfood"

ShechuckledandsignaledwithherfriendsandI

lookeddownandsawshehadaknife.Iwas

shiveringthen.

Her:"bringyourfoodhere!"

"Eyivoetsekkancaneungazekulimaleumuntu

(stepbackbeforeanyonegetshurt)"

Theladyinfrontofmepushedmeandmyfoodfell

onthefloor.Itwasn'tallthenicefoodIamusedto

butIwashungry.Youonlygetonemeal.Iturned

andthisladywasInfrontofwhoeverwasdefending

me.Nextthingpeoplewerefightingandthelady

wasbleeding.Thewardensheldhimintoplace.

Whatishedoinghere?Onlyladiesarethisside.



Warden:"Razornentombiyakhoazishe!(Razor

andyourgirlfriend,come)"

Me:"Iamnothisgirlfriend"

Warden:"shutup"

Shesaidcuffingusandwalkingawaywithus.He

wasreallytallbutIguessthatwomanistallaswell.

Scarywasthewordaswell.Iwasscaredand

wantedtocry.Firstdayandalreadymylifeishell.

Theyputusinaroomuncuffed.

Warden:"Thesuperintendentwilldealwiththeboth

ofyou"

Shesaidbangingthedooranditwaslockedfrom

allthelocksthathavebeenturned.Isankdown

andjustcried.Theismypunishmentofmistreating

Ntethelelo.

"Whyareyoucrying?"

Ilookedathimandhewaspissed.

Me:"whatdoyouwantfromme?"

Hekickedthewallandtookaknifeoutofhispocket

andplayedaroundwithit.Myeyewereonit.



Him:"Alexandrautheangizokubhekelelakancane

(AlexandrasaidIshouldcomeandcheckupon

you)"

Iwasconfusedastowhoisthat.

Me:"huh?"

Him:"Axe"

Me:"oh.Whereisshe?"

Him:"itookherplace."

Iswallowed.SoIhavenosupportsysteminhere.I

amgonnadiebythisweekend.

Him:"entlekubaniwena?(Whoareyou?)"

Me:"Unathi"

Him:"ohBarbiedoll"

Me:"Thatnamehastraveled."

Him:"noIjustassumed.WhatisagirllikeYou

doinghere?"

Hesaidlookingdownonme.Hispresenceis

intimidatingyethehasn'tgivenmeareasontobe



thatscaredexcepttheknife.

Me:"Iamheretoservemysentenceforwounding"

Him:"(laughing)youserious.Youknowhow

manypeopleIhavestabbed.Somediedfromthis

knife.Overhundreds"

Hesaidlookingathisknifethenme.

Me:"youaregonnakillme?"

Him:"no.Wozalah(comehere)"

HegavemeanintimidatinglookandIslowlygotup

andhehookedhisarmbymywaist.

Him:"Idon'tlikewastingmytime"

Hiskniferoamedaroundmyneckandhe

undressedmyoverrallslowlybutnotallofit.

Exposingmybreasts.

Me:"what.....whatareyoudoing?"

Ishegonnarapeme.Hishandwentthereand

touchedmyboobsandcoldshiverswentdownmy

spineandhedressedmeup.

Him:"wascheckingyououtandyouperfect"



Me:"for?"

Him:"Iamgonnabestraightwithyounow.Iwanna

fuckyou"

Iswallowed.

Me:"Ican't....Ican'tsleepwithyou"

Him:"Iwasn'taskingbutwaslettingyouknow"

Me:"IgavebirthandIcan'thavesexcauseit's

natural"

Hesmirked.

Him:"Iwillbribethenursetocheckyouout"

Me:"thatwon'thappen"

Heheldmyneck

Him:"itwill.Justwatch.Irunthisprison"

ThedoorwasbeingunlockedandIpushedmyself

offhim.

Him:"callmeTa'razor"

Hewinkedatmewithasmileandthedooropened

andthesuperintendentwalkedinwiththewarden.



superintendent:"adaybackRazor"

Razor:"Youknowthisishome"

Hesaidwithasmirkthatannoyedthe

superintendent.Whatisheplayingat?Idon't

wannahavesexwithhim.Iwishthosegirlshitme

becausenowitlookslikemytroublesgotbigger.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

IhadmylastclassforthedayandIwashappythat

Icaughtup.IwalkedoutofcampusandSesethuis

goingwithoneofhermentodaysoIwillbealone.I

sawacarandTristangotout.Whatisbeinghere?

Hedidn'tinformmeheiscoming.Hisworkuniform

suitshimthough.

Tristan:"nohug?"

IthrewmyarmsaroundhimandIhuggedhim.

Me:"whatasurprise"



Tristan:"Imissedyou.Myamazinggirlfriend

walkingaroundcampuslookingallbeautifulgotme

stressing"

Me:"welltheycanlookbutcan'ttouch"

Tristan:"ortheyjustnotlook"

Iplayfullyhithisshoulderandhebroughtmecloser

tohimandwesharedakiss.Iplacedmyhanon

hisneckandwebrokeit.

Tristan:"IwishIcouldbelockedupwithyouforthe

restofmylifeandcuddlewithyousome."

Me:"metoo"

Hesmiledandhisgreeneyessparkled.Iplayed

withhishair.

Tristan:"youtreatmelikeababy"

Me:"youlookcute."

Heperkedmylips.

Tristan:"Iloveyou"

Me:"metoo"



Wegotinhiscarbeforehedroveoff.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Iwaslookingathimslowlyapplyingthelotiononto

hisbody.Hewasreallytemptingmebutthis

healingprocessistakinglong.

Me:"canyougetdressedquickly?"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"doIdothingstoyou?"

Me:"manythings"

Hechuckledandtookhisboxersandheworethem.

Itookmyphoneanddadwascalling.Isatupand

answered.

Me:"daddy"

Dad:"Angel.Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamok.Weareok.Don'tworry"



Dad:"that'swhenIwillworry.Imissmylittlegirl"

Me:",,sheishere"

Dad:"yesbutallgrownupIguess."

Ismile.

Dad:"tellthatboyhehastopayfordamages"

Me:"whatdamages?"

Dad:"foryougettinghurt."

Me:"dramadad"

Dad:"Everytimeyougethurtthereneedstobe

insurancemoneytofixit"

IlaughedandNtethelelowaslookingatme.

Me:"Iwilltellhim."

Dad:"good.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoodad.Goodnight"

Dad:"kissmygrandsonforme"

Me:"uwill"

HehungupandNtethelelogotinbedandwantedto



holdmywaistbutrememberedhecan't.Ikissed

hisforehead.

Ntethelelo:"canyoumovein?"

Me:"no.Imaynotgotochurchbutcohabitationis

ano"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"IamrememberingabitofstuffbutI

amstilltryingtorememberourmemories"

Itouchedhisforehead.

Me:",doyougetanyeffects?"

Ntethelelo:"headacheandneckpains"

Me:"Iamsorry.WeshouldchecktheDr"

Ntethelelo:"whydon'twegobutsomethingsfor

thekidsandthenewhouse"

Me:"recoveringMbulazi"

Ntethelelo:"ohyeah.WellIloveyou"

Ismiled"

IloveyoutooBabakaZikhalizamantungwaand



LethokuhleKhumalo"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"canIgetakiss"

Igavehimakissandputmyhandonhischestand

webrokeit.Ihopethatthekidsandushaveagood

ridefromhereonwards

.

.

.
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

IhadtoaskAndiswawhatrelatesherandTristan

beforehandbecauseIhavealittlebadfeeling.She



saidsheiswithNtetheleloandthekids.Shemoved

inwithhim?Wewillonlyfindoutthen.Irangthe

doorbellandthedooropenedandthemotherinlaw

Welcomedmewithasmile.Thiswomanisso

peacefulandsoloving.Youcanjustfeelherenergy.

MrsKhumalo:"OhSiyamthandamychild.Comein

"

Shemovedoutofthewayandsheclosedthedoor

whenIwalkedinandsheturnstohugmeandIhug

herback.Ismileandhedoesthesame.

MrsKhumalo:"AndiswaisstillsettlingZikhali.He

isacrybaby"

Me:"it'sokMrsKhumalo"

MrsKhumalo:"callmeMah.Wearefamilynow,"

Me:"yesmah"

MrsKhumalo:"letmegoandmakesometeafor

you."

Me:"thatwon'tbe........."

Shewasoutofsightalready.



Me:"necessary."

Iwenttositdownandlookedaround.Thishouseit

beautifulandsimpleaswell.

"Yourneckwouldbreaklookingaround"

ShecamedownslowlyandIstoodup.

Me:"needanyhelp?"

Andiswa:"Iaminpainnotparalyzed.Iamfine."

Me:"soyoulivehere?"

Andiswa:"NoIjustcametovisit.Iwillbeleaving

soon.Youwantedtoseeme."

IsatheronthecouchfixingthecushionsandI

lookedather.

Me:"Iamdating"

Andiswa:"wowthat'samazing.Ihopehetreats

youright"

Me:"yeah.Turnsoutyouandmyboyfriendhavea

history"

Shefrowned.



Andiswa:"boyfriend?"

Me:"TristanBrown"

Andiswa:"waityouaredatingTristan?"

Inodded.

Andiswa:"wowIdon'tknowwhattosay"

Me:"what?"

Andiswa:"IusedtoworkwithTristanandhewas

mymanagerwhohappenedtolikemewhileIwasin

likewithNtethelelo.Wekissedhereandthereonce

anditwasduringthetimeIwasdatingNtethelelo

butnothinghappenedandIconfessed.Thesecond

timewetriedtogivewhatwasgoingonatry"

Me:"doyoulovehim?"

Andiswa:"NoIdon't.Ievenendedthingsbecause

myheartwasn'tthere."

Me:"Ibelieveyou"

Andiswa:"don'trushanything.Tristanistoorushy"

Me:"Youknowhimwell"



Andiswa:"Ihaveworkedwithhimandbeenin

whateverthatiswithhim.Herushedthingstoo

quicklyandyouwon'tnotice.Ifhelovesyouand

youlovehimthenit'sok",

Me:"yeahIlikehim"

Andiswa:"ok",

MahcameoutwithatrayandIstooduptomeet

herhalfway.

MrsKhumalo:"Thankyou"

Me:"Thankyoumah"

Shegiggledandwalkedoff.Isatdownandpoured

ustea.

Me:"whereisthedaddy?"

Andiswa:"Hisstudy.Doingsomework."

Me:"andyouwork?"

Andiswa:"Idon'tknowyazi.ButschoolIamstill

workingonthat"

Me:"that'sgood"



Andiswa:"speakingofschool",

Me:"wearegonnabeinthislearnershipprogram

thatdealswithAndroidsso,ITandmedical

studentswillbejoinedduringthislearnershipthing.

"

IsippedonmyteaandAndiswatookhers

Andiswa:"waitAndroid.?"

InoddedandNtethelelocametothelounge.

Ntethelelo:"HiSiyamthanda"

Me:"Hi"

Andiswa:"don'tyouhaveoneofyourbrotherswho

dealswithwhatagainwithDrsaswell?"

Ntethelelo:"what?"

Therewasadoorbellring.

Ntethelelo:"holdthatthought."

Hewalkedtothedoor.

Andiswa:"Ithinkit'sbetweenZamaniandAyanda"

IchokedontheteaandNtethelelocamebackwith



Ayandaandmystomachturned.Hedidn'tlookmy

way.Hejustslightlylookedandfocusedon

somethingelse.

Ayanda:"Hello"

Andiswa:"Hi,youlookcasualforsomeonewho

shouldbewearinggogglesandawhitecoat"

Isippedonthetea

Me:"hi"

Ayanda:"Hi",

Ntethelelo:"whatbringsyouhere?"

Ayanda:"didyougetlindo'semail.Hesaidyou

haven'tresponded."

Ntethelelo:"ididn'tseeit.Whatisitabout?"

Ayanda:"heisopeninganewpharmacy"

Andiswa:"wow.Hardworkbepayingouthere.You

hearSiya.Workhardandyouwillbuyyourown

practiceoneday"

Me:"Ihearyou"



Ntethelelo:"watareyoustudying?"

Me:"MedicineatUP"

Ayanda'sphonefellatmyfeetandIpickeditupand

gaveittohim.Heclearedhisthroat.

Ayanda:"wearegonnabeworkingwithstudents

fromUPonmakingandinstallingAndroids."

Me:"YouanITspecialist?"

Hechuckledandsatoppositeme.Wejuststaredat

eachother.

Ayanda:"Iammorethanthat."

Iswallowed.

Andiswa:"Iwannacheckwhatmahhasbeendoing

inthekitchen"

Ntethelelo:"Ineedsomewater.Comeletmecarry

you"

Me:"whereareyougoing?"

Theyjustleft.

Me:"Ishouldleave."



Itookmybag.

Ayanda:"sit",

Isatstill.Hisvoicewascommanding

Ayanda:"Howisitgoing?"

Me:",,goodsofar,lookAyandaIamsorryaboutthe

wayItalkedtoyou.Itwasuncalledfor"

Henodded.Hestoodup.

Ayanda:"it'sokifyouarehappy.Iamnota

strangerandIamnotyourfriend.Letmeleave"

Me:"youdon'thaveto.Iwasleavingalready",

Ayanda:"Iamavoidingthings"

Me:"like?"

Ayanda:"kissingyouandholdingyouthereright

nowsobye"

Hewalkedoutafterhisstatement.Ilookedaround

andgulpedtheteabeforefollowinghimouttores.

.

.



*NTETHELELO*

Wewereeavesdroppingatthekitchen.Andiswa

wasjustmakingfacialexpressionsandwhenthey

weredoneitwassilent.

Andiswa:"(,,oneclap),that'swhyAyandaisacting

weird.HehashotsforMthanda",

Ididn'texpectthatone.

Me:"wearewrongthough"

Andiswa:"about?",

Me:",,listeningintheirconversation"

Sheperkedmylips.

Andiswa:"wellyouwilllovenewswithme"

Ichuckledandshewenttothefridgeandtookouta

yogurt.Istoodbehindherandkissherneck.

Andiswa:"youaregonnamakemedropit"

Me:"Idon'tmind"

Andiswa:"andyourmomishere.weshouldrespect



her,"

Shesaidclosingthefridge.

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouareleavingtomorrow"

Andiswa:"Iamnotmarriedtoyoubro"

Iheldmychestandshelaughed.

Me:"brokilledme."

Andiswa:"comelet'sgocheckonourbabies"

Thesoundofthatcomingfromherlipsissending

tinglesdownmyspine.SlowlybutsurelyIwill

remembereverythingandrightmywrongswithher.

RightnowIamenjoyingthisstringfeelingIhavefor

her.

.

.

*MERCY*

Ijustcamefromcampusandpassedbygateway

malljusttobuysomefewstuffbeforegoingtohis



office.Igotoffearlytodaybecausesomeclasses

werecancelledandwellheleftearlyinthemorning

withouteating.Idrovetohisworkplaceandgotout

withthefoodandmademywayin.Sandileisthe

besthusbandIwon'ttakethatawayfromhim.He

lovesmeandIlovehimandhelovesourdaughter

aswell.It'sjustthathehidesthingslikeheissolo

whenweareateam.ImissmybabyandIam

thinkingoffetchingherthisafternoon.Igetoffthe

elevatorwhenitpingedandIwalkedtohisoffice.

HisPAisnotheremaybesheisonanerrandorina

meeting.Ijustopenedthedooranddroppedthe

takeoutbagashefixedhimselfandIlookedather

havingaconnivingsmileonherfaceasshewiped

herlipsandgotoffherknees.

Sandile:"Babyletmeexplain"

Iputmyhandup,Ifeltmyheartshatter

Me:"noneed.Sorrytodisturb"

Pearl:",,yeah"

SandilecameforthandIjustturnedmyheelsand

rushedtotheelevatorIpressedittoopenandit



wasemptyanditwasabouttoclosewhenhe

steppedinanditclosed.

Me,:"don'ttouchme."

Sandile:"babyIamsorry."

Heblockedtheelevatorfrommoving.

Me:"instanttobeoutofhere.Idon'twannasee

you"

HesteppedcloserandIhithimwithmyback.

Me:"Ihateyousandile.Iregretmarryingyou."

Sandile:"youarehurtingme"

Me:"wereyougonnasleepwithher?!"

HewalkedcloserandIjustbrokedown.Iamweak

andeverythingjusthappenedinslowmotioninmy

world.HeengulfedmeinahugandIcried.

Me:"isitbecauseIhavenoonetoturntoanymore

thatyoustompmyheart"

Sandile:"Iamsorry.Idon'twanttolooseyou.I

wasstupidandIdon'twanttolooseyou"



Ineedabreak.Fromallofthis.Ithurtsandit'shis

ex.Ican'tkeepupanymore.Iwon'tkeepup

anymore.

.

.

.
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Ican'tbelieveit'sthenextday.ThedaythatIhave

toleavewithZikhali.Ireallyenjoyedspendingmy

timehere.Iwaswokenupbyasoftkissonmyface

whichgotmesquirming.Itwasreallycold.I

groanedandIopenedmyeyesandIwasmetby

Ntethelelo'sfacelookingatme.

Me:"youarecold"

Ntethelelo:"Ihavebeenoutofbedforanhour"



Me:"whattimeisit?"

Ntethelelo:"8am"

Me:"waitdoesn'tLethowakeupat6am"

Itriedtogetofthebed.

Ntethelelo:"stopstressing.Igotmybabyallok"

Me:"correctionMr.Ourbaby,me,youandUnathi.

Hesmiledandkissedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"yesourbaby.Iamsorrysugarplum.

SitupsoIcanfeedyou"

Me:"Iwanttobrushmyteeth"

Heopensthecoversandhepicksmeup.Istill

wonderhowwithmythickbodybutIwon'tquestion

becauseheisnotdroppingme.Heputsmedown

andIwashmyfaceandbrushmyteeth.Wesend

uptakingashowertogether.Afteronewegotout

andthefoodforsureiscoldnow.Imadethebed

withhimandwetookthefoodandwenttothe

kitchen.MahwasfeedingZikhalionsomebaby

chair.ThereweretwoandLethowasjustlooking.

PuttheplateinthemicrowavetoheatupabitandI



wenttoherandtookher

Me:"morningMah"

Mah:"Morningmychild."

Shesaidwithasmile.UnathihadniceinlawsandI

don'tknowwhysheactedthewayshedidbutwe

mayneverknow.Iamoverherstabingmebecause

sheisservinghertime.Ihopeshegetsoutbetter

forherdaughter.

Me:"heybabygirl"

Ntethelelo:"yabonaNdodaumawakhoekujikela

(youseeyourmomturningonyou)",

Me:"IamleavingwithhimsoIneedtospendsome

timewiththegirl"

Heshookhisheadwithasmileandmahjustsmiled.

Iputlethodownandkissedherforeheadandwent

totakemyfoodandIsatdownandate.Iwashed

thedishesafterandwentupstairstothebedroom.

Myphonewasringing.Iwenttotakeitanditwas

Mercy.OhmyGodIforgotaboutherabit.Bashme

please.



Me:"Mngoh"

Shejustcried.Iwaspanicking.

Mercy:"canIcomethatside.?IaminPretoriaand

Idon'twanttobealone."

Me:"whereisSandile?WhereisYolanda?"

Mercy:"it'smessedup.Ineedyourloving

Andiswa"

Me:"ok.Youarefamilynoneedtoask.Dadwillbe

happyit'sjustthatIhaveababynow"

Mercy:"youdidn'ttellmeyouwerepregnant"

Me:"Iwilltellyouwhenyoucome.Idon'tknowif

youwillmindsleepingwithKhuluza"

Mercy:"Khuluzaisthere?"

Me:"yeah"

Mercy:"ohnoshewilldragmeback.Uhmcanwe

gotoahotel"

Me:"thebabyMercyandIdon'tthinkdador

Ntethelelowillallowthat"



Mercy:"youkeepshockingmemore"

IgiggledandNtetheleloheldmefrombehind.

Me:"wehavetogohomethen."

Mercy:"ok.Bye"

Shehungup.Iamworriedabouther.

Ntethelelo:"whodoesn'twanttogohome"

Me:"uthandaindaba(youlovenews)"

Ntethelelo:"youtaughtmetolovenewsyesterday"

Ilaughedandheldonmyphone.

Me:"MercyishereandPretoria.Idon'tknowher

reasons.Yettofindoutandshedoesn'twanttogo

homebecauseofKhuluzasoshesuggestedahotel

forusbutIdeclinedbecauseofthebaby"

Ntethelelo:"Ihaveanidea"

Me:"Mmmmh"

Ntethelelo:"youcantellhertocomehereandtell

yourdadaswell"

Iturned.



Me:"orwecangotoyourapartment"

Ntethelelo:"thereisnofoodandIamlazytogo

groceryshopping"

Ilookedathimwitharaisedeyebrowandhehasa

smirk.

Me:"justsaythatyouwantustostay"

Ntethelelo:"isitacrime?"

Me:"no"

Heperkedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyousugarplum"

.

.

*MERCY*

IJustneedabreak.Heneedsthisbreakfrommeto

fullydecidewhohewants.HonestlyIdon'twantto

breakthingsoffwithsandilebecauseIlovehimbut

heispushingmyhandinthedirectionIdon'twant.



Iknowmyworthandknowingafamilylikethe

Bhengu'shavemybackmakesmefeelatease.My

phonevibratedanditAndiswa.Shesentina

messagesayingIshouldcometoNtethelelo's

house.HonestlyIdon'tliketheguysincethedayI

learntheistwotimingmyfriendbutAndiswahas

gonebacksowhoamItosaywhenIhavemyown

issues.FromtheairportIuberedtoNtethelelo's

house.IamwonderingifUnathiissayingtoallof

thembeinginoneplaceandnowwewilljustinvade

herspace.IgotthereandpaidthedriverandIgot

inside.Irangthedoorbellholdingontomybagand

itopenedandNtethelelo'smotherappeared.This

womanhasaverycalmaura..

Her:"Hello",

Shesaidwithasmileandtriedtosmileback.She

closedthedoor.Babycrybrokeoutandsheturned.

Her:"youmaysitdown"

Inoddedandwenttosit.SoonAndiswacamedown

thestairsandIstoodup.Shewaswalkingina

funnymanner.



Me:"areyouok?"

Andiswa:"yes.Howareyou?"

ShehuggedmeandIjustbrokedown.Shehushed

me.

Andiswa:"Iamherenow"

Me:"IamtryingAndiswaandhejustmakesithard

"

Andiswa:"shhh"

Inodded.

Andiswa:"itwillbeok"

Ihopeitdoesbeok.

.

.

*SANDILE*

Iwokeupthismorningandthebedwasempty.A

notewasbesidemeandit'sfromMercystatingshe

needsabreather.Icrushedthenote.ReallyIam



fuckingupandnotstopping.Ican'tloosemywife

,notoveranyone.SoIwon'ttotakeashowerand

sentamessagetotheItguysohecantrackwhere

Mercyis.WhileIgotdonewithshoweringIgotout

anddressedincasualclothesandItookherring

thatsheleftandoutitonmypinkyfingernextto

mine.Itfeelsweirdbecauseit'snotontheowners

finger.ItakemyphoneandkeysandIwalked

downthestairsbeforegoingout.Iwenttomycar

andIdroveoff.Iwasinthoughts.Iwould

constantlyhitthesteeringwheeljustthinkinghow

stupidIam.Shefeltuncomfortable,Ishouldn't

havemademywifeuncomfortabletoapointlike

thatandnowsosheisnothere.Igottoherplace

andIparkedandgotoutofmycar.Iwenttoher

doorandIknockedonitandsheopened.Shewas

inhergown.Shecloseditseductively.

Pearl:"Hi",

ShewantedtocomeinforakissbutIpushedher

faceawayfromme.

Me:"dontbringyoualcoholdrenchedfacetomine"



SheclearedherthroatasImademywayinandshe

closedthedoors.

Pearl:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

Me:"whatIshouthavedonealongtimeago.Iam

cuttingtieswithyoueveninbusiness.Find

someoneelsetoworkwith."

Pearl:"areyouserious.?Youwifeischildish"

Ireleasedahotslapinherthatshestumbledtothe

floor.

Me:"you,youtheonewhofuckedmeupandI

foundsomeonethatIloveandnowyouwannafuck

meupagain!Mymarriageagain!Youalwaysknew

IhadasoftspotforyoubutnowIdon't.!",

Pearl:"let'stalkaboutthisSandile.Iamsorry"

Me:"youarenot.Ifyouwereyouwouldhaveleft

mealone.IfIeverImeaneverevensmellyour

perfumeandevenifit'snotyou.Iwillcomeforyou

andburryyounexttotheoceanIswearPearlmark

mywords."

Pearl:"youwouldn'tdothat"



Me:"tryme.YouknowIdon'tmakeempty

promises"

IclickedmytongueandIwalkedoutbangingthe

door.Amessagecameinandit'sthe.ITguyand

hesayssheisinPretoria.Ishouldgivehertwo

daysandifsheisnotbackIamtakingmywife

backandrightmywrongs."

.

.

*UNATHI*

Wedidgetintroubleforwhathappenedatthe

cafeteriaandnowwehavetocleantheshowers.I

willcleantheladies.Hesaidhewouldn'tdothats

theybeathimupandputhiminisolation.Inever

knewsuperintendentscanhityou.Okknow

nothinganyway.Thenailsaregoneandmyfingers

justfeelnaked.IamcryingasIamcleaningthe

showersandIjustwanttovomit.Hairclotswere

hereaswell.WhenIwasdoneIdidnthavean

appetite.IwenttowashmyhandsbeforeIwas



takentothecafeteria.Mycellmatetormentmetoa

pointlastnightIdidn'tsleep.TheysaidIshould

standandwatchthem.Isleptonthefloorandthey

wokemeupwithslapsandkicks.Icanstillfeelthe

shoeonmyribcage.IwenttogetsomefoodandI

satalone.ImissLondieandshouldhavedefinitely

listenedtoZama.Awardenstoodnexttome.

Warden:"standup"

Me:"whatDidIdo?"

Warden:"don'tquestionme.Come"

Istoodupandshepulledmebymyarmandwalked

outwithmefromthecafeteria.

Me:"whereareweheading?"

Her:"shutup"

Ikeptquietandshegotintoanotherplaceand

threwmeinaclosedcellandclosedmein.

Me:"letmeout"

"Ican'tbeisolatedalone"

Iturnedandhewasstandingthereplayingwithhis



knife.Onehandwasinhispocket.Hewasleaning

onthewall.Idon'tknowwhatisgonnahappenbut

it'sunpredictable.

Razor:"come"

Me:"I....I.."

Razor:"Idon'twannaaskyouagainUnathicome"

Iwalkedslowlytowardshimandhetrappedmy

waistandtheknifewasonmyneck.Iwas

breathingheavilyabouttocry.

Razor:"Iwon'thurtyou.Relax"

Inoddedwhileswallowing.Icouldfeelhisbreath

hitmyneckandthenhekissedit.

Razor:"Ican'twaitfourmonths"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"wecan't"

Razor:"makeaplanthen"

Hesaidtakingoffhisjumpsuit.Thosescarytattoos

toldmeIamgonnadiehere.Iswallowedashe

handservicedhimselfandgroaned.Hisgroanwas



hoarseanddeep.

Him:"mmmh"

Helethisdickgoanditwaspointingnorth

throbbingasitis.

Razor:"Unathi"

IswallowedandIwentonmykneesandclosedmy

eyesdoingaprayer.Ihaveforablowjobbeforeit's

justthatthissituationisdifferent.Ispitonhisdick

andhandjobhimbeforeIstartedtosuck.Nodoubt

itwasbigbecauseIwasn'tevendeepthroating

Marait'samission.Hishandwenttothebackof

myheadandhegrippedmyafro.Theytookmy

weaveaswell.

Him:"fuck!"

MytongueswirleduptohistipandIwasrubbing

hisballsaswell.Iwentinagainanddeepthroated

andhecursedandrolledhisheadback.

Him:"Shit!"

Ikeptonlickingandsuckingwhilerubbinghisballs

intheprocessaswell.Heremovedmyfaceandhe



finishedthejobwithhishand.Cumspilledandhe

cursed.Iwipedmylipsandhepulledmeupand

kissedmylips.

Razor:"thatwasamazing.Youknowyourgame"

Ikeptquiet.

Razor:"Iamgonnabestuckonyouforawhile.

Youwilllivelikeaqueenherejuststickwithmeand

keepongivingitgood"

Iwassilent.

Razor:"ok"

IfIwon'tbetormented.

Me:"ok"

Razor:"doyouhaveavest?"

IopenedmyjumpsuitandItookoutmyvestand

gaveittohimandhefirstwipedmylipsandperked

thembeforecleaninghimselfup.Iwasgetting

dressedbuthestoppedmeandheldmybreast.He

kissedbetweenthemandsuckedonmynipplebutI

pushedhimawayandhewipedhisfacechuckling



Me:"don'tdothat"

Razor:"it'snice.Ilike"

Helickedhisfingerwhichhewipedthemilkwith."

Razor:"youwillbeheresometimesoletmeenjoyit

"

Me:"theywillbesaggy"

Razor:"ohwedon'twantthatnow.Damnyousexy

"

Ijustgiggledandworemyjumpsuit.Hegot

dressedandsatdownandpulledmetosuit

betweenhislegs.

Razor:"letmedoyourhairbutdon'ttellanyone"

Me:"howdoyouknowhowtodoit?"

Razor:"Igrewupwithmymotherwhoknewhowto

dohairbutshenevergottohaveherhairbusiness.

Shewoulddopeople'shairinouroneroom."

Iwonderhowit'sliketolivethatpoor.

Me:"wasitnice?"



Iaskedashetouchedmyhair.

Razor:"what?"

Me:"howwasitlikegrowingupinaoneroom?"

Razor:"wesurvived.Ihustledandstillhustle.The

hustlegotmeabetterlife"

Me:"alifeincrime?"

Razor:"it'seitheryouaregiftedinschoolorthe

streets.Whereareyougifted"

Me:"school"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"whatwasyouraveragemark?"

Me:"mylowestwouldbe70%.Iwasreallygoodin

schoolit'sjustthingshappened."

Hishandwassorebutnottoomuch.

Razor:"Isee."

Me:"yeah."

Isighed.

Razor:"whenwegetoutofhereIwilltakeyouto



thehood"

Me:"and?"

Razor:"showyouthatthehoodshowsmoreand

hasmoretoofferthanyourEnglishlife"

Me:"that'saninsult"

Razor:"it'sthetruth"

Me:"Idon'twannabecomeahoodrat"

Razor:"youaresayingIamahoodrat?"

Me:"noIdon'tmeanitlikethat,Godthisis

frustrating"

Razor:"shutup."

Idid.

Razor:"lookwejusthadourfirstfight"

Me:"areweacouple?"

Razor:"nobutwejusthadafight"

Ilaughedandhejoinedinwithasoftchuckle.

Me:"Iguessthen.



Therewassilentashecarriedondoingmyhair,he

kissedmyneckandIrestedonhischest.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

Hefinishedwithmyhairanditwassore.Whenwas

thelasttimeIplaitedmyhair.Iturnedtohim

touchingmyhead.

Me:"Youhaveaverystronghand."

Isaidmovingmyhead.Hechuckled.

Razor:"Iworkwiththese.Theyarerough."



Me:"Letmesee"

HemyouthishandsandIranmyfingersonitand

itwasrough.

Me:"arewegonnastayhere?"

Razor:"foradayortwo"

Hestoodupandwenttowashhishandsonthe

littlegreysink.Everythingwasdisplay.Thesink

andtoiletaswell.Thislife.

Me:"Whatareyoudoingatthewomen'sside?"

Razor:"Itoldyouangini?(Didn'tI?)"

Me:"Iamsorrytoupsetyou"

Razor:"Youlikepickingafight"

Me:"sorry"

Razor:"Justdon'taskirrelevantquestions"

Me:"Ihaveamentaldisorder"

Heturnedandlookedatme.Idon'tknowIam

tellinghimthis.

Razor:"youarebipolar?"



Me:"notthatillness"

Hechuckledandhookedhisarmaroundme.My

headissore.

Me:"It'sAttentionDeficit."

Razor:"Explainfurther.Idon'tknowthesethings."

Me:"ithinkfromwhattheDrsaidisthatyoucan

getitfromanearlystagesuchaschildhoodor

adulthoodaswell.Eitherfromtraumatic

experiencesorfailedrelationships."

Razor:"That'sjustbullshit"

Me:",it'snot"

Razor:"youarelettingyourselfthinkthat.You

seemfineandfromwhatIhavecollectedisthat

youjustallowyourselftobecrazy.Doesiteverkill

youtobehumbleandloving?"

Me:"areyou?"

Razor:"ifiwasn'tniceyouwouldn'tbestanding

hereandIwouldn'tbetalkingtoyou"

Me:"youlikeme"



Razor:"yougetaheadofyourself.Don'tdothat

shitbabygirl"

Heheldmywaist.

Razor:"Manqaza(comekiss)"

Iperkedhislips.Heisabullyshame.

Razor:"Iamnotababy"

Ishruggedandheclickedhistongueandkissedme.

Heisanamazingkisser,Idon'twanttolie.Icould

feelhisthing.Ibrokeitandlookedathim.

Razor:"Ican'twaitforthedayIwillfuckyouand

makeyouscreammynamethroughthiswhole

prison"

Me:"thesuperintendentwilldomorethanisolating

you"

Hesmirkedandtouchedmycheek.

Razor:"don'tyouwantthat,mepumpinghardand

deepinsideyou?"

Hewhisperedthelastpartbymyear.Iswallowed.

Me:"I....."



Iwasjusttonguetied.

Razor:"don'tworry.Youwillevensingmyclan

names."

Hehassomuchconfidenceinhimself.Lookatme

talkinglikethat.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Me:"it'sokIamhere"

Isaidasshestillwasinmyembrace.Webrokeit.

Mercy:"Ifoundtheminhisofficeabouttodothe

deed.Ican'tbelieveIamafool"

Shethrewherselfonthecouch.Ilookedatherand

becamesilentjusttoletherventoutherfeelings.

Mercy:"Ilovehim.Ifeelstupidforlovinghim"

Me:"thatmeansIamstupidaswellforloving

Ntethelelo.Iamstupidforgoingbacktohimand



lovinghimmoreafterhehurtmebutheisnot.

Becauseheistryingtoprovehowmuchheloves

me.WhatIamsayingisthatifsandiledidn'tprove

hisloveforyouandmadeyoucomfortableinyou

marriagemntasethenheisnotserious"

Mercy:"hisexmademeuncomfortable"

Me:"youshouldn'tfeeluncomfortable.Iamglad

youwalkedawayfromallofthatstress.Heis

undecidedandIdon'twantyouhurting"

Shehuggedme.

Mercy:"thankyou"

Me:"Ialwayshaveyourback"

Therewassilenceandwebrokethehugandshe

wipedhertears.

Mercy:"Idon'twantmybabyseeingmecry.Where

isthelittleAndiswa?Ican'tbelieveyouwere

pregnant"

Me:"andIdidn'tknow"

Mercy:"youshould'verecordedwhenyougave

birth.Wecouldbetalkingaboutamillionviews."



Me:"usurytmanje(youareoknow)"

Shelaughed.

Me:"come"

Wegotupandmadeourwayupthestairs.

Mercy:"whereisUnathi?"

Me:"jail

Mercy:"haiboyouspinkickedheroutofthe

relationshipintojail"

Me:"noman.ShestabbedmenowIwillhave

problemshavingachildinfuture"

Mercy:"Yho.Youshouldhavespinkickedherto

thegravethen"

Me:"youknowIcan'tdothat"

Shechuckled.

Mercy:"youarefeistywhenyouwantto.Iknow

you"

Me:"maybe"

Wegotinandthekidswereasleep.



Mercy:"yougavebirthtotwins.Ncooh"

Shesaidrushingtothem.

Me:"Theyareliketwinsbasicallysincetheyare

bornonthesameday"

Mercy:"waitwhatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Thelittleprinceismine.Thebabygirlis

Unathi's"

Mercy:",,Ineverbelievedinwitchcraft,thisisit"

Welaughedandspentsometimewiththebabies.

Welaughed.Wegottothenursery.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Ayanda:"that'snothowit'sdone"

Me:"IamamedicalstudentnotaITstudent"



Ayanda:"IamanIThonoursholderyetIknowthat

installinganAndroidinahumanbodyisnotdone

likethat"

Me:"doitplease"

Ileftthearmandhefoldedhisshirtup.Sesethu

pulledmyhand.Thisprogramisdrainingmereally.

It'sbeentwomonthsatit,worseit'slikeTristan's

insecuritiesareonsteroids.

Sesethu:"what'supwithyouandbosshere?"

Me:"hesaidIamdoingitallwrong"

Sesethu:"heknowswhatheisdoing"

Ihuffedandhefinished.

Ayanda:"ittakeshoursofsurgerybutthat'show

youdoit."

Iwentbacktowork.WhenitwastimetoleaveI

tookmylabcoatandgogglesandmademywayout

oftheLabrotory.IgotintheelevatorandAyanda

wasinsidewithhispa.Shewasverybeautiful.

Pa:"yourdayisclearedTomorrowMrKhumalo"



Ayanda:"Iwon'tbecomingtoworktomorrow"

Pa:"noted.Iwassilent.Myphonevibratedand

theylookedatme.Itookitoutandit'sTristan..

****Iamoutside****

Ihuff.

Ayanda:"problem?"

Me:"no."

Ifakedasmileandtheelevatoropened.Iwalked

outfirstandwalkedoutthebuilding.Tristangot

outofhiscarandapproachedme.

Tristan:"heybaby"

Me:"hey"

Heperkedmylipsandlookedbehindme.

Tristan:"howwasyourday?"

Me:'itwasok"

IhavetoalwaysprepareTristanfetchingmewhen

ever.HejustannounceswhenheisoutsideorIsee

himgetoutofthecar.



Tristan:"comelet'sgo"

Wegotinthecarandhewenttohissideandgotin

beforehedroveoff.Heheldmyhandashewas

drivingandIsmiled.

Tristan:"youknowIloveyouright?"

Me:"Iknow."

Tristan:"dowhenisthisprogramending?"

Me:"wehaveamonthleftandthennextyearwe

aregonnahaveitagain.

Tristan:"byenextyearyouandmewillbemarried"

Me:"Idon'tknowbout...."

Tristan:"youaredoubtingus?"

Me:"no"

Iwasabit.

Me:"noit'sjustthatIamnotreadyformarriage"

Tristan:"oryouarewaitingforhim"

Me:"whoisI'm?"

Hebecamesilent.



Me:"youarenotgoingtoresTristan"

Itoldhim.Heignoredme.Ihuffed.Iwon'tnurse

him.Iwegottohisplaceandheparkedthecarand

hegotout.Isatinthere.Iwanttogotores.

Tristan:"come"

Me:"Iwanttogobacktoresorbackthere."

Tristan:"Iwilltakeyouback.ComeSiyamthanda"

Me:"no"

Heclenchedhisjawsandjustwalkedoff.Isat

therewaitingforhimtoreturnandhedidn'tafter3

minutesofwaiting.IgetoutleavingmybagandI

lockupwithmyphoneinmyhandandIgouptohis

place.IopenedthedoorandIcalledoutforhim.

Me:"TristanIwanttogo"

Heappearedfromthebedroominsweats.Iwas

sweatingaswell.

Tristan:"IloveyouSiyamthanda"

Me:"IknowTristanbutIhavetogo"



Tristan:"youlikehim?"

Me:"whoisthishim?"

Tristan:"ThatKhumaloboy!"

Me:"ifIlikedhimIwouldbetherewithhim.I

wouldn'thavebrokenourfriendshipoff"

Hesteppedcloser

Tristan:"Siyamthanda"

Helookedabitoff.

Me:"Tristan"

HeslappedmeandIscreamedandheheldmy

neck.

Tristan:"don'tyoudarescream"

Hisgripwastightbehindme.

Me:"youarehurtingme."

Mycheekwasburning"

Tristan:"youthinkIamafoolSiyamthanda."

Me:"noyouarenot.Idon'tlikehim"



Tristan:"fromthehairchangestothestyleto

everything.Youlikehim"

Me:"Idon't"

Tristan:"stopgoingattheprogramthen.Proveit"

Me:"butIwillfailifIdon't"

HepulledmebymyhairandIcried.Heslappedme

andIstumbledbeforelandingmybodyonthefloor

andhekickedme.

Tristan:"youdon'tloveme!"

Me:"Tristanstop"

Tristan:"YouwanttoleavemelikeAndiswadid

,justlikeyourcousin"

Hekeptonhittingme.Hehasslappedmebefore

buttodayhewentbeyondthat.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

Tristan:"(crying)Whydoyouwannadomelike

that?"

Heissick.HereallyisandIhavebeenwarnedbutI

wastooblind.Icoughedsomebloodandcouldfeel

thatpainonmyribs.Hestartedpacingupand

down.Icoughed,heranhisfingersthroughhishair.

Tristan:"Lookwhatyoumademedo.Youcould

justlistentomeforonce."

HewenttothebedroomandItookmyphone

strugglingandisentamessage***SOS***With

thelocationandhecamebackandwenttothe

kitchenandcamebackwithahiscarkeys.

Tristan:"Iamcomingback.IneedsomeairbeforeI



dosomethingIwillregret"

Hekissedmyforeheadandhewalkedoutofthe

apartmentlockingmeinside.Thepainwasthere

butstillbearable.Ikeptoncheckingmyphoneand

nothingatthemoment.Isatupagainstthe

counterandtearsrolleddownmyeyes.Ibitmy

bottomliptryingtosuppressmycries.Ihave

neverbeenbeatenupbefore.Letalonemomhitting

me.It'salwaysbeenKhuluzaandneverbeatenme

inthismannerwerushedthingsandlookwhereI

am.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

ThekidshavesettleddownIhavejustdonefeeding

themandputthemintowarmclothesbeforethey

couldsleep.Mercyretiredearlyduetoallthecrying

anddevastation,yepit'sstillgoingonandshestill

hasn'twenttoDurban.Wedidgohomethougha

littlewhileanddadsaidthatheisgivingus3



monthstogetourthingsstraightandcomeback.

HestillhassomebeefnyanawithNtethelelobuthe

iscivilwithhimwellbecauseIlovehim.Ilooked

atthemandtheylookedsocute.Liketheywere

twins.MainlybecausetheyhaveNtethelelo's

features.Iranmyhandontheirsoftcheek.

"Youshouldcometobed.Coldnessmakesthe

woundworse"

IturnedtohimandIsmiled.

Me:"Iamfine."

Hecameforthandstoodbesideme.

Ntethelelo:"thankyou."

Me:"for?"

Ntethelelo:"forlovingus"

Ismiled.

Me:"it'sonlyfairbecauseyoulovemeback"

HechuckledandheldhisheadandIputmyhand

onhisforehead.

Me:"howistheheadache?"



Ntethelelo:"it'sok.Ididdrinksomepainkillers."

Me:"don'tdrinktoomuchofthem"

Henoddedandkissedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyousugarplum"

Me:"IloveyoumoreMbulazi"

Ntethelelo:"whycan'tyoumarryme?"

Me:"letmesee"

Isaidtappingmycheek.

Me:"Istillhavegottograduate.Getajob......"

Ntethelelo:"Iwon'tstandinthewayofyouwanting

toachievewhatyouwanttoachieve"

Me:"Ntethelelomarriageisnotajoke,.Itrequireda

lot."

Ntethelelo:"Iknow."

Ilookedathim.

Me:"wecangoformarriagecounselingjustfor

controlandgetideasofwhatweareputting

ourselvesinwhenwemarryinfuture."



Ntethelelo:"ok.icanworkwiththat"

Me:"thekids"

Ntethelelo:"wewillgowiththem.Theyareallowed

to"

Me:"yeahIdon'twanttoleavethemwithMercyin

suchastate"

Ntethelelo:"everythingwillbeok"

Hekissesmyforehead.

Me:"Ireallyhopeso"

Westoodthereandwatchedthekidssleeping.I

leanedmyheadonhischestandhewrappedhis

armsaroundmeandkissedmyforehead.My

woundhashealedbutwhenit'scoldandexposed

it'sverysoreforsomereason.IneedtoseeaDrfor

that.

.

.

*AYANDA*



Siyamthandatendstogetabitdistractedbutfrom

allofthatsheisreallyasharpstudent.Ijustwent

todropoffmyPAatherrankandIwasonmyway

drivinghome.Istoppedattherobotasitwasred

andItookmyphonejusttochangethesongthat

wasplayingwhenIsawamessagefrom

Siyamthanda.DidIforgetsomething?Iopenedit

anditsaid***SOS***thenthenameTristan

followed.

Me:"whatdoessosmeanagain?"

Itriedtorememberthenitclickedmeaninghelpor

sheisindanger.Thecarsbehindmehootedasthe

robotturnedgreenandIthrewmyphoneintheseat

andturnedthecararoundanddroveoffinhigh

speed.TristanlivesattheothersidesoIhaveto

drivethere.Whatishedoingtoher?IswearifIget

myhandsonhimIwillkillhimwithoutany

hesitation.Ijustimaginedherscreamingintrauma

andthatmademybodyshakeinanger.Ifinally

reachedhisplaceandwentflyingoutofmycar.I

didn'tevenlocknorclosethedoor.Iranupthe

staircaseandgottohisapartmentdpprandItried



toopenbutitwaslocked.

Me:"Fuck!"

Itookstepsbackandtriedtobreakthedoordown.

IdidthatacoupleoftimesbeforeitopenedandI

rushedinsideandmyshoesteppedonblood.

Me:"Siyamthanda!"

IcouldhearsomeonecryingandIwentbythe

kitchenandsawherlayingonthefloorholdingher

chest.Hebeatherupbadly.

Me:"let'sgo.Iamherenow"

Ipickedherupandshecriedstrugglingtobreath.

Me:"youneedthehospital"

Shewassilent.Iwentdownthestairswithherand

thenIputherinthecarandgotinbeforedrivingoff

tothe.Hospital.Ihopeheranawaybecauseunder

allofthisisamonsterinside.

Me:"shhit'sgonnabeok"

Shecoughedsomeblood.

.



.

*UNATHI*

Razor:"That'sgood"

IplacedmyhandonhischestandIswayedmy

waistmovinginanupanddownmotiononhiscock.

HewaslookingatmebutIclosedmyeyesaftera

whilelickingmylips.

Me:"mmhhh"

Razor:"speedupabit"

Istartedtoincreasemypaceabitandheheldmy

waist.Thewayhisgripwasgettingstronger,I

knewhewasabouttospill.Iwentfasterashe

cursedandhereleasedhisjuices.Igotoffhimand

laidnexttohimonhischestonthissinglebed.If

that'swhatit'scalled.

Razor:"thatwasgood"

Me:"Whenismynextinjectionappointment?"

Razor:"tomorrow"



Inodded.Iwascatchingmybreathabit.

Me:"how.Doyoudoit?"

Razor:"what?"

Me:"getacellofyourown.Aroomlikethisforus

tohavethoseprivatemomentsevenifit'snotsex

andtobackoffeveryonefrommeandyouarejust

oneman"

Razor:"ifItellyoumysecretyouwillhavetodie"

Ilaughedandhedidaswell.

Me:"IfeellikeIamgrowing."

Hedrewpatternsonmyback.

Razor:"howso?"

Me:"mentally.IfeellikeIamchanging.

Razor:"forgood"

Me:"yeah.Iamtryingtobettermyselfformy

daughter"

Razor:"whenwillImeether?"

Me:"who?"



Razor:"ourdaughter"

Iraisedmybrowat"our"

Me:"didyousayourdaughter?"

Razor:"Ididn'tstutter.Youliketomakemerepeat

somethingwhenyouknowIhateit"

Me:"askies(sorry)Idon'tknow"

Razor:"hopefullywhenwegetout"

Me:"thisisasexthingright.Whyareweinvolving

mydaughterhere"

Razor:"thinkwhatyouwanttothink."

Ikeptquietandhishandwasmakingmeshiver.

Me:"doyouhaveachild?"

Razor:"NoIdon't.Idon'thavetimeforbaby

Mama's."

Me:"andhereIthinkyouhave5themost"

Razor:"(chuckling)No.Idon'thaveone."

HebithisbottomlipandIsatup.

Me:"Ishouldgetcleanedupanddressed.



Razor:."Ourtimeisnotover"

Me:"theymightwalkinonus."

Razor:,"IsaidourtimeisnotoverUnathi"

HepulledmetohimandkissedmylipsandI

returnedit.Hesqueezedmybuttandhisonefinger

slippedinmybodyjarandheslowlythrustedit.

Me:"ah"

Razor:"Letmehandleeverything"

Inodded

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

______

Andiswa:"NownowMntungwa,sitdownsoyou

caneatthenafteryouwillgetamassageandthen

wesleep"

Me:"WhatdidIdotodeserveyou?"



Shesmiled.That'saquestionformyselfandGodas

well.SheamazesmeEverytime.Isitdownonthe

highchairandshehandsthefoodovertomeand

shesitsnexttomeandshecloseshereyeswhileI

watchher.

Andiswa:"blesstheprovideroffthisfood,the

manufacturers,theonewhoboughtitandtheone

whomadeit.Blessthosewhodon'thaveaswellin

thenameofJesusChristAmen"

Me:"Amen"

_______________

Myheadhasbeenhurtinganditookpillsright

beforeweslept.Iwokeuptothatimageplayingin

mymindandmyheadwasthrobbing.Iswitchedon

thesidelampandAndiswawokeupaswellrubbing

hereyes.

Andiswa:"areyouok?"

Me:"yeah,justtheheadache.Isawlikeavisionof

something"

Andiswa:"it'syourmemorycomingback.Letme



gogetwaterforyou"

Shegotoffthebedandwalkedout.Myphonerang

andItookitanditwasAyanda.Ianswered.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Ayanda:"TristanbeatupSiyamthanda"

Me:"what?"

Ayanda:"manIamgoingcrazy.Iamatthehospital.

IfeelangryatthesametimeIjustfeellikecrying"

Me:"don'tcry.Iwillbethere"

Ayanda:"noit'sfine.StaywithAndiswaandthe

kids"

Me:"keepusupdated.Iwillseeyouinthemorning

"

Ayanda:"thanks"

Hehungup.Iamnotgonnabeinvolved.Mai

becauseIwillendupinayanda'sbadsideifIdo.

Andiswacamebackandshegavemethewaterand

pills.

Me:"Siyamthandaisatthehospital"



Andiswa:"whatwhy?Let'sgo"

Me:"thekids.ShewasbeatenupbyTristan"

Andiswa:"ohmyGodIcan'tbelieveshedidthat"

Me:"yeah"

Andiswa:"can'twegoseeher?Shemustbealone

"

Me:"sheiswithAyanda.Don'tworry"

Andiswa:"oouhIdon'twanttodisturbtheirmoment

whenshewakesup"

Me:"let'shaveourmoment"

Ikissedherlips.

Andiswa:"wheredowestart"

ShesaidwithasmileandIkissedherlipsandshe

giggledwhileIgotontopofher.Shecoveredher

face.

Me:"Iwanttoseeyousmile"

SheshookherheadandIremovedthemandkissed

her.



Andiswa:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoosugarplum"

.

.

.

.
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

Iwaswokenupbythescentofdisinfectantstrongly

onmynose.Thesoundofmachinesweretheones

thatalsowokemeup.Myheadwashurtingabit

andsoasmychest.Mybodyfeltveryheavy.I

openedmyeyesandIlookedaroundandIwasin



thehospital.

"Iamsogladyouareawake.LetmegogettheDr"

Icouldn'tseewhothatwas.Itriedtomovemy

headbuttheheadachecamebackagainandIjust

stayedinmyposition.Thefootstepscameinand

theDrshownatorchintomyeyesandIclosed

themabit.

Dr:"Pleaseopenyoureyes."

Ididandhestartedcheckinguponmewiththe

stethoscopeandall.Hefinishedandtookafile

andwrotesomethingdown.

Dr:"Iwillbebacklaterontocheckuponyougive

youthefinalsayonhowyouare"

Inoddedandhewalkedout.Ayanda'sface

appeared.Ididn'tthinkhewouldcometomyreduce

aftereverything.

Me:"I...I..."

Mythroatwasveryscratchy.Hetookthewaterand

hehelpedmydrinkandthenkissedmyforehead

after.



Ayanda:"youwillbeok"

Me:",thankyou"

Hebecamesilentandputhandsinhispocket.

Ayanda:"areyougonnagobacktohim?"

Ishookmyhead

Me:"no"

Henodded.

.

.

*MERCY*

Iwasonthephonewithmydaughter.Ireallymiss

her.

Yolanda:"Daddycries,missyoumommy"

Ismiledandtouchedthescreenseeingherface.

Me:"Mommywillbebackokbaby"

Yolanda:'ok.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"



Shewalkedoffandgaveherfatherthephone.

Me:"IwillcometakeYolanda"

Sandile:"IammiserableMercy.Ineedyou"

Hedidlookmiserable.

Me:"Iwillcomedownandseeher."

Sandile:"Iamsorrywecanmakethiswork.Iam

goingtoprovetoyou.Yolandaneedsbothofher

parents"

Me:"Sandile"

Isighedwhileclosingmyeyes.

Sandile:"Mercyplease"

Me:"wewilltalklater."

Sandile:"ok.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HesmiledandIdidaswellbeforehangingup

sighing.Therewasaknockonthedoorand

AndiswapeakedinwhilecarryingbabyNJ.

Andiswa:"wearegoingoutforcouncilingwiththe



kids.Ijustwantedtocheckuponyou"

Me:"Iamfine.It'sok.Iwillleavethisweekend"

Andiswa:"oh"

Shewasn'tsureofheranswer.Ismiled.

Me:"ImissYolanda"

Andiswa:"veryunderstandable.It'sokreallyyou

don'thavetoreporttome.Aslongasyouarehappy

"

Ismile.

Me:"thankyou"

Andiswa:"byeauntyMercy"

Me:"byebabies."

Iwavedandtheywalkedoutclosingthedoor.I

sighedandrested.Isitstupidofmetowanttogo

back?BecauseIreallymisshimsomuch.Ifind

myselfscrollingonmyphoneandlookingatour

weddingpicturesandasmilecreptuponmyface.

TheamountofloveIhaveandhadovertheyears.

.



.

*ANDISWA*

IwentdownthestairswithZikhaliinmyarmsandI

tookthebabybagbeforegoingout.Ntethelelowas

bucklingupLethoontohercarseat.Assoonashe

wasdoneIhandedZikhaliovertohimandhe

buckledherupagainbeforeweclosedthedoorand

lookedateachotherbeforechuckling.Firstdayout

withthekidsandIwonderhowitisgoingtobelike.

Wegotinthecaranddroveoff.

Ntethelelo:"wherearewestartingagain?"

Me:"councilingandrightafterwegotothehospital.

"

Ntethelelo:"Willthekidsbeallowed?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Wejusthavetohavehighhopes

Ithink"

IshruggedandLethostartedcrying.

Ntethelelo:"couldn'tshewaittillwereachedout

destination"



Ishruggedandheshookhishead.

Me:"youwillbestrong"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'twanttobe."

SoonafterZikhalijoinedinandNtethelelostopped

thecar.

Me:"heregoestoparenting"

HeclickedhistongueandIlaughedbeforewegot

outandwenttothebacktocheckuponthem.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

IwasgivenpillsandIdrankthemafterIhaveeaten

forthepain.Ayandawasstillinyesterday'sclothes

andIonlynoticedthatrightnow.

Me:"youdidn'tgohome?"

Ayanda:"mmhhh"

Me:"gohomeandrest"



Ayanda:"IwillrestwhenyouareokandIfindhim

andkillhimwithmyownhands"

Me:"itnotworthit"

Ayanda:"hashelaidhishandonyoubefore"

Ibitmybottomlipandlookedaway.

Ayanda:"NgikubuzaumbuzoSiyamthanda(Iam

askingaquestionSiyamthanda)"

Me:"hehasslappedmebeforenothingmajor"

Ayanda:"andyoustayedforthat!"

Me:"Itwasjustasillyslap"

Ayanda:"itsmorethanthatSiyamthanda!"

Myheadhurtalittle

Me:"calmdownAyandaIamoknow"

Ayanda:"butIamnot"

Heturnedaroundandkickedthechairinfrontof

him.

Ayanda:"FuckSiyamthandadoyouknowhow

pissedoffIam"



Me:"Iamsorry"

Ayanda:"Iampissedoffatmyselfandyou.Iam

pissedoffatGod,ifHegaveyoutomefirstnonof

thatwouldhavehappened."

Hejustwalkedoutafterthat.Hestillhasfeelings

forme.?Heseemedemotionalatthesametime

makingmeemotional.Ijustsatthereinthoughts

andhopesthathemightwalkrightbackinany

minutebuthedidn't.Isighedandlaidmyhead

downreflectingwhereeverythingwentwrong

betweenmeandTristan.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Wegottothetherapistofficeandweplacedour

childrenintheircarseatsdownbeforewedidan

necessaryintroductions.

Dr:"Goodday,IamgoingtobeyourtherapistDrF.

Smith"



Me:"hi.IamAndiswaBhenguandthisis

NtetheleloKhumaloandourkids,Lethokuhleand

ZikhaliKhumalo"

Dr:"wonderful.Sohowlonghaveyouguyshave

beentogether"

Welookedateachother.

Me:"Weareheadingforayearnow."

Isaidwithasmile.

Dr:"howwouldyoudiscribeyourrelationship

throughoutthetimeyouhavebeentogether.?"

Me:"Tough"

ShelookedatNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"ithasitsupsanddowns."

Dr:"yesyouareright.Whatmadeyoudecidetoget

marriedtoeachother?"

Me:"wearenotengagedthinkingaboutmarriage

wearejustbeingitbeforehand"

Dr:"wisedecision."



Shesaidandwrotedownonhernotepad.

Dr:"Ntethelelotellmeaboutwhatkindofwoman

Andiswaistoyou.Whatyouhaveobservedinher

sincethebeggingofyouboth'srelationshipto

wherewearewithkids."

Ntethelelo:"Andiswaisana!axingwoman.She

somehowcompletesme.SherespectsmewhichI

loveasIrespectheraswell.Sheislovingand

caringandourdaughterhasamotherwhoismyex

wifeandAndiswaiswillingtoraiseher"

Dr:"whereisyourexwife?"

Ntethelelo:"jail"

Dr:"for?"

Ntethelelolookedatme.

Me:"thekidswereborninthesamedaysoshe

didn'ttakethenewswellwhenshefoundout

Ntethelelohasasonandstabbedme."

Dr:"wounding,(shejotteddown)Wereyoua

mistressatthattime?"

Thatword.ItmakesmefeellikeIamsinninga



thousandtimes.

Me:"yes.WithoutmyknowledgeuntiltheDurban

July"

Shewrotedown.

Dr:"whathappenedattheDurbanJuly"

Me:"it'sthedayIfoundoutNtetheleloismarried"

Dr:"andyoustayed?"

Me:"yes"

Dr:"whywhentherewasanotherwoman?"

Shefixesherglasses.

Me:"IwasangryathimbutitfeltlikethemoreI

wasangrythemoreImissedandlovedhim"

Dr:"Youlovehim?"

Me:"yesIdo"

Ntetheleloheldmyhandandkissedit.Ismiledat

him.

.

.



.
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*TRISTAN*

Icamebacktomyapartmenttofindthedoor

brokendownandSiyamthandawasn'tthere.Iwas

angry.Soshewenttohimwhenshesaidsheloves

me?Whydoesshedomelikethat?Iwenttocheck

heratherresandtheysaidtheydon'tknowher.

Evenfromtheyprogramtheylastsawhertheday

thingsspiraledoutofcontrol.Inevermenttoharm

her,Ilovehersomuch,whycan'tsheunderstand

that?IfetchedAmberbecauseshehasbeen

naggingaboutcominghome.Iamthinkingofways

IgetSiyamthandaback.Iapologisedsowhat's

moredoesshewants.HerandhercousinAndiswa



arecutfromthesamecloth.Ifindmyselfangry

andthrowtheremotetotheTVanditstopsworking.

Me:"Fuck!"

Amber:"daddyareyouok?"

Shesaidwakingfromherafternoonnapwhile

holdingherdoll.

Me:"(smiling)yeahdaddyisok.Comehere"

ShecametowardsmeandIplacedheronmylap.

Me:"KeaO'rataLeratolaka(Iloveyoumylove)"

Amber:"lennapapakeaO'rata(Iloveyoutoodad.

)"

Sherestedherhead-onmeandIkissedit

Me:"Iwillfindamommyforyou"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Ihopeit'snotmom

becauseIamnotinthemoodforher.Thelandlord

hadputanewdoorasapandIhadtopayforit.I

wenttoopenthedoorandIwasmetbyapunch.I

stumbledbackabitbutregainedmybalance.

Me:"babygotoyourroom"



Shejumpedoffthecouchandwenttoherroom.

Me:"Khumalo"

Heswingedanotherpunchandwasabouttoswing

hisbatbutheletitgoandrolleduphist-shirt.

Bloodcameoutofmynoseanditwasthrobbing.

Ayanda:"Iamgoingtoteachyoutoneverraise

yourhandonawoman.Evenyourdaughterwhen

youreprimandher."

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iamnotscaredofyou"

Ayanda:"Yaingobausufikelwauntangamanjeboi

(yeah,becauseyouhaveyouragematetobeatyou

up.)"

Hethrewinanotherpunchandthrewinanother

beforeIcandefendmyself.

Ayanda:"comeon.Beatmeuplikehowyoubeat

Siyamthandaup"

HethrewinanotherandIlostbalanceandlanded

onthefloorbeforehewentdownwithmeafter

kickingmeonmyribcage.HestoppedwhenIfeltit



wastoomuch.

Ayanda:"Iamnotdone.Thisisjustawarmup.You

knowSquarts.Therealworkwillcomeinlater."

Heclickedhistongueandtookhisbatandwalked

out.Damnhemessedmeup.Icoughedand

bloodedcameout.Igroanedinpain.

Me:"Fuck!"

Itriedtogetupanditwasabitofastruggle.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Dr:"Youlovehim?"

Me:"yesIdolovehim"

Shejottedthatdown.

Dr:"doyouMrKhumaloloveMsBhenguhere?"

Ntethelelo:"somuch"

Dr:"inrelationshipsAndmarriageaswellit



requirescommunication,transparency,whichfalls

underhonestyandLoyaltyaswell.Notonlove

alone."

Ntethelelo:"weunderstand"

Welookedateachotherwhileholdinghands.

Zikhaliwasjustsuckinghispacifierwithhiseyes

openwhileLethowasasleep.

Dr:"beforewecarryonwiththelittletimewehave

lefttogetherwhatisonethingyouwouldliketoget

offyourchest.Weareworkingonstartingaclean

slatenow."

IlookedatNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"IamsorryIwasn'thonestwithyou

sincethebeginningandforhurtingyouinthe

process.IamsorryforUnathistabbingyouand

limitingyourchanceofconceivingagain."

Me:"Iforgiveyou"

Heperkedmylips.

Dr:"it'syourturnnowmiss"

Me:"i....I.."



Theybothlookedatme.

Me:"(clearthroat)Iamsorry.IsleptwithTristan"

IlookedatNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"Excuseme?"

Heclosedhiseyeslikehewantsmetorepeatme

thatagainwhiletiltinghisheadforward.

Me:"IsleptwithTristan"

Dr:"whoisTristan?"

Me:"myformermanager."

Ntethelelo:"Ithinkweshouldleave"

Me:"letmeexplain"

Ntethelelo:"Thankyoudoc"

Dr:"Thursdayisyounextappointment"

Istooduptoowhilehetookthekids.

Me:"Ntethelelo"

HewalkedoutandItookthebagsandIwalkedout

aswell.Iwenttothecarandhewasfinishing

bucklingupthekids.



Ntethelelo:"getinthecarAndiswa"

Me:"Waitletmeexplain"

Ntethelelo:"whatistheretoexplain?"

Ipinnedhimonthecar.

Me:"wewerenottogether.Itwasmonthsafterwe

brokeupand...AndIwasweak"

Ntethelelo:"thefactthatmysonwasintherewhile

yousleptwithhimdisgustsme"

Thelookonhisfacesaidso.

Ntethelelo:"getinoryouarestaying"

Hesaidremovinghimselffrommygripandgotin

thecar.Isighedandwenttogetinside.Hestarted

thecaranddroveoff.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

finallyAyandawenttochangeonlybecausehesaid



hehassomethingtotakecareof.Iguessit'swork.

Idon'twantMalumeMelusiknowingIamhereso

asmomandKhuluzacausethosetwowillcome

fromKznandflythroughthesedoorsshouting.I

hadalreadyeatenthishorriblefoodbutthecomfort

ofthishospitalisbetterthanpublictreatmentand

thenursesarenice.Iwasscrollingthroughthetv

andIdon'thaveheadphonestolistentothesound

soIjustreadthesubtitles.Ifeelsomeonelooking

atmeandIlookedattheentranceandhewalkedin

further.

Ayanda:"howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"(swallowing)abitbetter"

Henoddedaswell.

Me:"IamsorryforwhatIsaidwhenwewereinKzn

"

Ayanda:"haveyouthoughtaboutit?"

Me:"what?"

Ayanda:"IloveyouSiyamthandaandIamtryingto

keepmydistanceandit'shurtingmebutIwantyou



happy"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Ilookedforhappinessinthewrongplace"

Ayanda:"wealldo."

Heplaceshishandonmycheekandkissesmy

forehead.

Ayanda:"Iwantyourecoveredandworkingonthat

Android"

Me:"youaregivingmehardtime."

Ayanda:"Iamtrainingyourmind"

Me:"right"

Welaughedandheheldmyhand.

Ayanda:"Iamhereasafriend"

ThatsoundedandtastedbitterwhenIswallowedit.

Whyisthat?

Me:"thankyou"

IplasteredabigsmilethoughIknowit'sfake.

Ayanda:"youaretorturingyourselfwiththatdoll



smile"

Ne:"itswhat?"

Ayanda:"it'sfake.Iamnotgoinginarelationship

withyouSiyamthandayouneedtoheal,IknowI

saidIloveyouandIdobutyoujustneedyourtime"

Me:"ok"

Henoddedandwesattherechattingandwewere

talkingaboutmusicaswell.hestayedwithmetillI

slept.WellIaskedhimtocuddlemesoIcansleep

andIfeltsafe.Hisbreathhitsowarmlyonmyneck

asIwenttorestwhilehisarmsactedlikeaguard

warmer.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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WegothomeanhouragoandNtethelelohasn't

saidanything,insteadhehasclosedhimselfinhis

study.IputthekidstosleepandIwentdownthe

stairsandgotohisstudyIdidn'tknockbecause

reallyIdon'tunderstandwhyishemad?Iwasn't

datinghimandIdidn'tknowaboutthepregnancy

asmuchashim.Heliftshisheadupandistand

infrontofhimlookingathim.

Me:"Ithinkyouarebeingunfairandbeing

dramaticabouteverything"

Ntethelelo:"yousleptwithhim"

Me:"yesIdidandIamnotgoingtohideitbecause

itsnouse.You,youplayedmeandIforsureknow

youchowedmeandUnathiatthesametime"

Hekeptquiet.

Ntethelelo:"whenwasthis?"

Me:"uhmthetimeyouwereatthehospital"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'tlikeTristan"

Me:"Ididn'tsaythatIlovehimafterthat"



Ntethelelo:"comehere"

Iwenttohimandhesatmeonhislap.

Me:"youhavedramaoversomethingsmall"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'tlikeit.Thethoughtofhim

fuckingyoujustmakesmybloodboil"

Me:calmdown.Areyouhungry?"

HenoddedlikeakidandIlaughedandhewrapped

hisarmsaroundmywaist.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyousugarplum"

Me:"IloveyoutooMbulazi"

Ikissedhislipsbeforegettingupandgoingtocook

forhim.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Igotabitbusywithworkwhentheheadachecame

back.ItwasstrongandunbearablethatIcouldn't



keeponworkinganymore.IstoodupandIwentto

thekitchenandAndiswawasmakingfood.

Andiswa:"areyouok?"

Me:"it'stheheadache"

Andiswa:"weneedtoseeaDr.Whatifit'sserious.

?"

Me:"Iamgoingtobefine.Ijustneedtodrink

medicationandsleep."

Andiswa:"youcan'tonanemptystomach.SitIwill

makeasandwichbuttomorrowyouaregoingto

seeaDrandIamnotaskingbuttellingyou"

Ichuckledsoftlywhileholdingmyheadather

authority.

Me:"Yesmom"

Andiswa:"eatuphere"

ShehandedmeasandwichandItookitandate

whileshemovedaroundthekitchen.Ilookedather

andimaginedwhenshehasmyringandIcallher

mywife,ourkidsgrownupandrunninginsidethe

kitchenbecausetheyhaveamisunderstandingand



shebringsouthersmiletothemandmake

everythingfeelok.That'sahome.Thiskitchenfits

hersoperfectly.EvenwhenIgohomeIwillhavea

someonewhowilltakecareofmewhileIamwith

themen.IloveAndiswa.Shejustmakesmefeel

complete.sheturnedandlookedatmewithafrown.

Andiswa:"areyouok?"

Me:"yeahIam"

Andiswa:"youarestaringtoomuch."

Ichuckled.

Me:"youareminesoIhavetostare"

Andiswa:"Finishup"

ShesaidblushingandIchuckledbeforefinishing

upthesandwichandItookthepainkillersand

decidedtostaywithherinthekitchen.

.

.

*AYANDA*



IstaredatherasshesleptandIendedupsleeping

aswell.Iwokeupfirstandshewasstillasleep.I

tookoutmyphonetocheckifIdon'thaveany

messagesandonlyonefromZamaniremindingus

aboutgoingtochecktheprogressofourbuilding.I

putitawayandlookedather.Shelookspeaceful.

Youcan'tseethemarksbutit'sabitpurple.My

angerrisesasIranmyfingeronherface.It'ssoft

aswellwithalittleunnoticeablescaronher

forehead.Ikisshercheekandsigh.

Me:"whatareyoudoingtomeSiyamthanda?"

Shewasstillsilentinhersleep.Shegotperfectlyin

myarms.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Ihavejustgottenbackfromtheangermanagement

grouphereinprison.Razorforcedmeintothemso

Ihavetotakethemjustnottomesswithhim.Also



IhavetakenthetimetodoalotofthingsIdidn'tdo

whilebusywithmyshopping.

"Barbiegal"

Thatnamehasn'tdied.Iturnedandlookedatthe

warden.

Warden:"youhaveavisitor"

Iputtheblanketdownandwenttowardsherand

shecuffedmeupbeforewewalkedout.Being

chainedwassomethingIhadtogetusedtobutthe

brightsideisthatIamtreatedwell.Allbecauseof

Razor.Wegotintoaroomandsheuncuffedmeand

Ilookedatherasshesmiledandrantohugme.

Zama:"Iheardandcouldn'tbelieveit.Iasked

Londietocomebutshesaidsheisbusy"

Me:"oh"

Shecouldseemyfacial.Busywithwhat,?

Shopping.ReallyIhavetotakeLondieoutofmy

heartbecausefromallthatIhavetoldrazorhesaid

Ishouldcuther.Sheisasnake.

Me:"thankyouforcoming"



Wesatdownoppositeeachother.

Zama:"howareyouholdingup?"

Me:"good.Prettygood.Iamlearningtodealwith

mydemons"

Zama:"that'sgood.Takeitadayatatime.Don't

rushit,youwillbeok"

Inodded.

Me:"HowisNtethelelo?"

Zama:"heisgood.Heisgainingsomeifhis

memoryaswell"

Me:"Letho?"

Shetookoutherphonesmilingandthenscrolledon

itbeforehandingittomeandmybabylooks

chubbyandcute.Atearescapedfrommyeye

whenIsawmydaughter.

Zama:"Andiswaisfeedingheralotandsheseems

happyaswell.Sheisalaugher"

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"doyouhaveaphysicalphoto?"



Zama:"Andiswathoughtyoumightwantoneso

shewillsendeverymonthaphotoofLetho"

Me:"treatherwell."

Zama:"shelovesyourdaughter.Youmessedup

butsheisnotpunishingyourdaughterforyoursins.

ShelovesyourdaughterIthinksheloveshermore

thanherson"

Me:"Ishouldn'thavedoneherlikethat.Ntethelelo

istheonewhowrongedme"

Zama:"youbothwerewrong.Andiswabecamea

victiminallofthis"

Shehandedthephototome.

Me:"thankyou,forcomingaswell"

Zama:"(smiling)Iamyourfriend.Throughthick

andthin"

Iwipedmytear.Westoodupandhuggedagain.

Zama:"Ihavetogo.Iwillseeyou"

Shekissedmycheekandshewalkedout.Istood

thereandlookedatmydaughterandsmiled.iputit



in!ypocketbeforethewardencomesandtakesme

away.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

IopenedmyeyesafteragreatsleepandIfeel

warmerthanbefore.

"Finallyyouareawake"

IturnedandImetAyanda'schest

Me:"IguessIwastired."

Ayanda:"Iwasgettingtiredoflookingatyou"

Me:"that'screepy,whywereyoulookingatme?"

Ayanda:"Iwasboss"

Ifrownedandhechuckled.

Ayanda:"Ijustlikelookingatyou"

Me:"whenamIbeingdischarged?"



Ayanda:"Tomorrow"

Me:"Iammissingout"

Ayanda:"youwillrecover.Letmegogetyouproper

food.Youwilldiefromthefoodfromhere"

Ilaughedandhegotoffthebedandworehisshoes

andtookhiswallet.

Ayanda:"Iwillbeback."

Inoddedandhewalkedout.Istretchedandyawned.

Thatsleepwassogood.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwaslayingonthebedwhilelookingatthepicture.

Icouldn'tstoplookingatitsinceIgotit.Thedoor

openedandIsatupandhewalkedinanditwas

closedandlockedfromtheoutside.Hesmiledand

Ididtoo.



Razor:"youseemhappy"

Me:"myfriendcametovisitandbroughtaphoto

forme"

Razor:"Lo....whatwhat?"

HesaiduninterestedinthatandIlaughed.

Me:"noit'snotLondiehawu.It'sZama"

Razor:"letmeseethepicture."

Igaveittohim.

Me:"that'sLethokuhle"

Razor:"beautifullikehermother"

Ismiled.

Me:"sheisgettingchubbythough"

Razor:"sheisbeingfed"

Me:"Iknow"

Razor:"ourdaughterisbeautiful"

Ilookedathimandhejustkissedme.Ireturnedit

aswellandwebrokeit.



Me:"whatarewedoingtoday?"

Razor:"justsittingthewholenightandspeaking

aboutwhateachwantstodoaftergettingoutof

here"

Me:"whenyoumeaneachyoumean?"

Razor:"you....andme.IneverreallythoughtwhatI

wantedoutofprisonthatisdifferent.Ihavealways

beeninhereandoutallthetime"

Me:"Wellwhatdoyouwant?"

Razor:"Idon'tknowasyet,you?"

Me:"Iwanttofindastablejobandstaywithmy

daughter"

Razor:"witharecordbehindyou"

Me:"yeahIknow.MaybeIcanstartabusiness"

Razor:"like?"

HepulledmeandIrestedmyheadonhischest.

Me:"beingabeautician,havingasalonthatdoes



nailsandcreattheirownweavesaswell"

Razor:"youareaBarbie"

Me:"(laughing)it'sjustanidea.Idon'tknow"

Razor:"goforitifyoulikeit."

Me:"yeahIamlikingit.

Razor:"thensetupabusinessplanitwillhelp"

Me:"Iwill"

Razor:"Iwillbecomingbyeverydayatyourlunch

andgivingyoufood.Agoodfuckandaflower"

Ilaughed.

Me:"reallynow?"

Razor:"youwanttobet?"

Me:"youaresellingdreamsIknow"

Razor:"IamnotaboyUnathiandIstandbymy

word.Iwillfuckyouonthatdesktillyoubegfor

moreandyourcustomershearyouscreammy

name"

Me:"whatisyoursurname?"



Razor:"youwanttoscreammyclannames?"

Hesmirked.

Me:"Iamjustasking."

Razor:"Ngomane"

Me:"sayyourclannames"

Hechuckledandlookedatme.

Razor:"Ngomanemshikaumfuyiwamatjeadlela

izinkomosbumbuleskhululesitalaemakhosi

mnganulowahlumaeminikwaMandlakazikwatsi

ebusukuwasuwohloka...."

Me:"wow."

Razor:"IhopeyoumemorisedThatbecausewhenI

hitit.Iwantyoutosingthen"

Me."Igotmshikaonly"

Hechuckledandpulledmetositontopofhimand

hismachinewaspokingmeunderneath."

Razor:"ithasaneffectonme"

Hesaidsoftly.



Me:"oh"

Razor:"stopturningmyworldupsidedownlikeI

amsickpuppy"

Me:"Iamdoingnothing"

Hekissedmyneckandigavehimaccess..

Razor:"iwanttobeinyousobad."

Itsomehowhadahugeeffectonmewhenhesaid

thtandkeepsontalkingsoftly.

.

.

.
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*SIYAMTHANDA*



TodayIwasgettingdischarged.Iwasjustwaiting

forAyandawhowenttotheDrsofficetogosortout

somethings.Tristanalmostkilledme.TothinkIstill

havefeelingsforhimisdisgustingmeinthe

process.

IsatonthebedandIamgladAndiswadidn'tcome

andseeme.Ayandadidexplainthekidssituation

butIamgladbecauseIdidn'twanthertoseemein

thatstate.Iwonderifhehaslaidahandonher

before?

Iamscaredtoevenaskher.Ayandawalksbackin

andIgetoffthebedandhetakesthelittlebagwith

myclothes.HewenttoresandIcalledsesethuto

packsomethingsforme.Ididn'tgointodetailbut

shedidmewell.

Ayanda:"areyouok?"

Me:"yeahIam.Wecanleave"

Henoddedandwewalkedouttohiscar.Iam

scaredtoevenopenmyphone.Wegettohiscar

andhisgoingtodrivemebacktores.Ireallyneed



tothankhim.Hepaidformyhospitalbillsaswell.

HeopenedthedoorandIthankedhimbefore

gettinginandhewenttohissideandgotin.Idon't

evenknowwheretostart.

Me:"Ayanda"

Ayanda:"Siyamthanda"

Me:"Iwanttothankyouagainforeverything"

Ayanda:"noneed"

Me:"thereisone.Thankyou"

Henoddedwithasmileonhisfaceandhestarted

thecarbeforedrivingoff.

.

.

*MERCY*

IhavejustlandedinDurban.Icouldseethemina

distantandiclosemyeyes,amIreadytofacehim

again?Iwasnervousandscaredofhowwewillact

infrontofeachother.



Yolanda:"Mommy"

SherantomeandIputmybagsdownandengulfed

herinahug.Ireallymissedhersomuch.

Me:"mommywillnotleaveyouanymore."

Yolanda:"exceptifwearegoingtogrannies"

Ilaughedandwebrokethehug.Shesmiledand

Sandilecameforth.Myheartwasbeatingfast.

Sandile:"Baby"

IwentinandhuggedhimImissedhim.Heexhaled.

Sandile:"Imissedyou"

Iwassilenttryingnottocry.

Sandile:"Iamsorry.Iamreallysorry"

Sandileissomeonewhodon'tusuallyapologises

forhismistakesbuthedoesapologisesincewegot

married.

Me:"Imissedyoutoo"

Sandile:"IloveyouMercy"

Iwassilent.



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HekissesmyforeheadandIsmileaswebreakthe

hug.

Me:"don'tmessupagain"

Sandile:"Iwon'tmessup"

IsmileandholdYolanda'shand.

Yolanda:"Imissgogo"

Me:"topbadbecauseImissedyou."

Shesulksandwegotothecar.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Thesoundofsomeoneshufflingwokemeupfrom

thelittlesleepIwastryingtoget.

Me:"Ntethelelo"



Ntethelelo:"Haveyouseenmyphone?"

Me:"(groan)youaremakingnoiselikeyourkids"

Theywereshowingmeflames.IletNtethelelorest

becauseofhisheadache.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'satthekitchencharging"

Hecameandkissedmycheek"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Ihateyoureally"

Ntethelelo:"ohIsentalettertoyourfamily."

Isatupquickandevensleepwasgone.

Me:"whatletter?"

Ntethelelo:"youknowlobola"

Me:"youdidn'ttalktome!"

Helaughedwhilerollinghishead.

Me:"it'snotfunnyNtethelelo"

Irolledoverthebedtakingmyphonetocheckif



dadhascalledoranything.

Ntethelelo:"Iwaspullingyourleg"

Hekissedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorrysugarplum"

Me:",Iwasabouttopackthekidsandleave"

Ntethelelo:"youwouldn't"

Me:"Iwould.Pleasecanyoubringbacksome

yogurtwhenyoucomebackfromworkand

Danone"

Ntethelelo:"youeatKidsyogurt?"

Me:"NoIwanttospiceupthechildren'sfood

routine"

Ntethelelo:"theyaretwomonths"

Me:"toosoon?"

Heshookhisheadandkissedmycheekagain.

Ntethelelo:"Iwillbebacksoon"

Me:"don'thitTristan"

Ntethelelo:"forSiyamthandaIwillandforyouI



mightputhiminICU"

Me:"don'teven"

Hechuckledandwalkedout.Iburiedmyhead

underthepillowgroaningandthenZikhalidecides

tocry.

Me:"QginaNdodakuzolunga,indodaayikhali

mfwethu!(Bestrongmaneverythingwillbeok.A

mandoesn'tcryboi!)"

HecarriedoncryingandIgroanedmorebefore

rollingoutofthebedandItookthebabymonitor

withsomuchforceandworetheslippersandwent

tothenursery.

Me:"Ntetheleloshouldpaymeforthis"

IgotinandIwenttohimandhewassilentnow.He

triedtoreachformewhilelayingthere.

Me:"Mxm.Lookyoursisterisquiet"

IlookedatLethowhohasallhereyeballsout.He

startscryingwhenheseesIamnottakinghim.

Me:"uyaziumubikanjanimawukhala(youareso

uglywhenyoucry)"



Ipickedhimupandhecalleddown.Ikissedhis

cheek.

Me:"mylittleNtethelelo"

Hekeptonlookingatme.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

WegottoresandIsawTristan'scarandIlookedat

Ayandawhowasfrowning.

Me:"uhm..."

Ayanda:"Stayhereabit"

Inoddedandheparkedandgotout.Tristancame

towardsthecar.

Tristan:"Siyamthandacomeoutofthere!"

Hewasshouting.Helookedverybruisedandwas

strugglinginpainasitlooked.

Ayanda:"didn'tIwarnyou"



Igotoutofthecar

Ayanda:"siyamthandagetinside."

Tristan:"comehere.Sheismygirlfriend"

Me:"IamnotleavingwithyouTristan.Youhurtme

andit'sover"

Tristan:"thefuck,Whoaskedyouout?"

Ayanda:"Idon'tcarewhoaskedwhooutgetoutof

herebeforeyouleaveinamotuarycar"

Tristan:"Iamcomingbackforyoulater"

HewalkedtohiscarandIwasbitingmynails.

Ayanda:"getinthecar"

Me:"hejustsaidheiscomingforme.Heisgoing

tokillme"

Icriedandhecameandheldmeinahug"

Ayanda:"hewon't.Comeliveatmyhouse.Ihavea

cottagewhereyoucanhaveyourprivacywhileI

sortthisoutforyou"

Me:"Idon'twanttocausetrouble"



Ayanda:"stopbeingstubbornbecauseyouare

gonnalooseanyway.Getin"

HeletgoofmeandkissedmyforeheadbeforeIgot

inthecar.Ihavetotellsesethu.Itookoutmy

phoneandIcalledherandshedidn'tanswersoI

leftamessage.Ayandagotinandhethendrove

off.Ihopethiswon'tbeanyawkward.

.

.

.
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

WearrivedathishouseanditwasinPretoriaEast.I



wasshockedyetIdon'tknowwhyreallyIam

shockedbecausethismanownsaverysuccessful

company.HetookhisITknowledgeanddid

somethingwonderfulmanufacturingAndroidsfor

peoplewhodon'thavethoselimbsorareinuseof

themandtheyarereallyexpensivetogetaswell.I

guessIjust.Wowlikehispersonalitydoesn'tshout

richattimesit'sjustsaysIamavillageboywhois

tryingtofindhimselfintheworld.Ijustsmileand

heglancesupatmeandfrowns.

Ayanda:"istheresomethingwrong?"

Me:"No,uhmnothing"

Hechuckledasheparkedhiscarinfrontofthe

garageandhetookouttheremoteandopenedthe

garagebeforehedroveinanditclosed.Hegotout

ofthecarandIdidaswell.Hetookmybagoutand

heclosedthecar.Hehad3Carsonlybuthis

garageisamazing.IthastilesinthefloorAndi

wonderifthecardoesn'tsliporanything.Hetook

myhandwhileIwaslookingaround.

Ayanda:"don'tbefooledbytheplaceand



everything.ThemoneyIhaveandmaterialsdoes

notdefineAyandabutmyhardworkand

personalitydoes.Iamjustaguywhoisfrom

Umzimkhuluwhocameheretodowhatheloves."

Me:"Iwasn'tlabelingyou"

Ayanda:"Iamjustmakingitclearonceyoufallin

lovewithme"

Igiggled.Hesmiled.

Me:"ok"

Wewalkedinsideandtherewasawomanwhowas

sittingonthecouch.IthinkIknowherfrom

somewhere.Sheswitchedoffthetvandstoodup.

Her:"Bengithiawusabuyi,besengithiusungishiyele

amafakantiuyolandauMakoti(Ithoughtyou

weren'tcomingback,Ithoughtyouleftyourmoney

tomebutyouweregoingtofetchawife)"

Ididn'tknowwhattosayaboutthewifepart.She

hadahugesmileonherface.

Ayanda:"(laughing)auntykukhonaozokuthola

ungakhathazeki.UsakhumbulauSiyamthanda



owakwaAndiswa?(don'tworryaunty,youwillget

something.DoyourememberSiyamthandafrom

Andiswa'sfamily)"

Aunty:"UAuntykaZikhalingiyasazilesiphalaphala.

UnjaniMntanamiwozakuAunty(Zikhali'saunt.I

knowthisbeauty,howareyou.Cometoaunty)"

Shepulledmeinandsqueezedmeinahug.

Me:"Iamgoodandyourself?"

Aunty:"Iamok."

Shebrokethehug.

Ayanda:"shewillbestayingwithus"

Hedidn'tmentiontheduration.It'slikehewas

sayingIammovingin.

Aunty:"atleastIwon'tbeborednow.Icooked.Let

medishupforyou"

Me:"Iwillhelp"

Aunty:"Noit'sfinemychild"

Ayanda:"come"



Hepulledmyhandandwewalkedupthestairs.

Me:"Thecottageis......?"

Ayanda:"it'snotfurnished"

Me:"Youreallydon'thavetodothis"

Ayanda:"IamnotarguingwithSiyamthanda"

Me:"wearenot"

Wegotinabedroom.

Ayanda:"Ntethelelo'shouseis3Housesawaysoif

youwannavisitAndiswayoucango"

Me:"isn'tthatdangerous?"

Ayanda:"No.Tristanwon'tfindyouhere.Ineedto

sortthatout"

Me:"whataboutschool?"

Heturnedandlookedatme.Theroomwasyellow

andwhite.Niceandlovelycolours.Veryspacious

aswell.

Ayanda:"Iwilltakeyouandfetchyoufromschool"

Me:"Ohok"



Ayanda:"Thisisyourroom.Rollscream,callme

forcuddles"

Igiggled.Hechuckled

Ayanda:"Iamgoingtofetchmoreofyourthings

lateraswell"

Me:"thankyou"

Ayanda:"Anytimeandtheroomnexttothisoneon

therightismineandtheotheroneacrossthisone

isAuntyKhulisiwe'sroomthenthereisanother

bedroomnexttoyoursandthenthenurserynextto

that...thenourbedroomwillberenovated"

Hewasmovingaroundwhiletalkingandheseemed

tobeinthoughts.

Me:"Nurseryandourbedroom?"

Hewasfacingthecurtainsandturnedtome.

Ayanda:"Iamsorry.IguessIwasoverthinking"

Me:"about?"

Ayanda:"Ourfuture"

Iwasstillabitconfused.



Ayanda:"ustogether."

Me:"Oh.Youhaveachildforthenursery?"

Idon'twantanybabymamadramafollowingme.

Ayanda:"Yeahababyboy"

HesmirkedandIfeltlikeIwashavingarunny

tummy.

Me:"what...whatishisname.Ididn'tknowyou

hadachild"

YouarenotrelevantinhislifetoknowSiyamthanda.

Hecamecloseandholdsmyhandandlookedat

meandIamfeelingsicksuddenly.

Ayanda:"Siyanda"

Me:"Ow"

Ayanda:"acombinationofmynameandhis

mother'sname"

Me:"Iamsuresheisthesiya"

Ayanda:"Justonethingformetohavehimhere

thatIhavetodo"



Me:"whereishe?"

Ayanda:"Inheaven.Waitingonmeandhismother

tomakehim"

Me:"wait"

Hechuckled.

Me:"Ohw,SiyamthandaandAyandameaning

Siyanda"

Henodded.Heperkedmyforeheadthenlips.

Ayanda:"Gofreshenupthencomeeatmaka

Siyanda"

Me:"Iamnotreadyforakid"

Ayanda:"Ineedtomarryyoufirstbeforethat"

Hewakesout.Myheartwasbeatingfast.Ibitmy

bottomliplookingatthedoorandstartedimagining

myselfwitharingonmyfinger,Iliftedmylefthand

upandlookedatitandthenplacedmyhandonmy

stomachimaginghowitwillfeellikewithabig

stomachandthenIseethosesmallfootstepsand

myhusbandcominghomeandkissingmycheek

andthenlipsasItracedmyfingeronmylips.



Hearingthewordsof"Iloveyou"fromthemanyou

love.Ilookedthedoorandwenttoshutitleaning

onit.WhatamIthinkingoff?Irushedtothe

bathroomtotakeabath.

.

.

*MERCY*

Myinlawswerecomingbytonightfordinner.My

motherinlawcalledsayingshemissesmeand

askedwhatisgoingonbetweenmeandSandile.,I

saidwhenIneedtoIwilltalktoher.Ijustbathed

Yolandaandsheisinherroomplayingwithtoys.

Sandilewalkedinfromhisstudyandleanedbythe

counterbeforestandingbehindmeandheholds

me.

Sandile:"Imissedyou"

Me:"youarenottheonlymanintheworld"

Sandile:".Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"

Iturnedtohim.



Me:"youseethatdoor?"

Ipointedattheoneinthekitchen.

Me:"IcanleaveandIhavetwolegstowalkout.I

mightnotbeincontactwithmyfamilybutother

peopleloveme.Andiswa'sfamilywillacceptme

withopenarmsandthereareothermenoutthere

whowillappreciatememore.IstaybecauseIlove

youbutlovealonedoesn'tworklikethat.Iwilltake

mydaughterwith.

Sandile:"Iamsorrybaby.Ipromiseyou,thankyou

forcomingback"

Me:"keeptoyourvowsSandile"

Sandile:"Ipromise"

Me:"Iwanttoseethatyouaresorryandpromise.I

can'tjustlistentoyourwords.Ineedtoseeit"

Hekeptquiet.

Sandile:"youwill"

Hekissedmycheek.

Sandile:"IloveyouMercy"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

IwasseriousaboutwhatIsaid.Iwillleave.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Dad:"whenareyoucomingback.Usukipitile

engakhokhilelomfana?(Arwyoucohabiting

withoutthisboypaying?)"

Igiggled.

Me:"ImissyoutoobabeandnoIamnot

cohabitingtuu"

Dad:"Ifoundastepmomforyou"

Ichokedonmyfood..helaughedasIcoughed.

Me:"dadthatisnotfunny"

Dad:"anginiukipitile(isn'tityouarecohabiting?)"

Me:"angikipitile(Iamnotcohabiting)"



Ntethelelogotinthekitchendoorandplacedhiscar

keysonthecounter.

Ntethelelo:"ukipitile?(Youarecohabiting)"

Igrownaed.

Me:"dadyouhearnowNtetheleloisaskingme

that"

Dad:"Idon'twantasecondbabyuntilyouare

marriedAndiswa"

Me:"whatifIam?"

Dad:"don'tdrivemecrazy"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Gotyou!"

Ntetheleloshookhisheadwhilechuckling.

Dad:"letmegobeforeIdiefromheartattack"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Dad:"Iloveyoutooangel.Greetmychildthereand

thatboy"

Me:"Boydadisgreeting"



NtethelelofrownedandIlaughed.

Me:"hesaidhi.Bybdad"

Dad:"bye"

Hehungup.Imissdadsomuch.

Ntethelelo:"Iamalmostyourfather'sageandheis

callingmeboy"

Ichokedagainandherubbedmyback.

Me:"howoldareyou?"

ShockerbutIdon'treallyknowhisage.Iassumehe

is29maybebutthissuccessfulat29butthings

happen.Ntethelelo:"ifyouknowyouwillleaveme"

Me:"Iwouldn'thawu"

Ntethelelo:"Theloisyourdad'sage.Justthat"

Me:"Iamaskingaboutyouhawu,velevelewhois

thelastborn?"

Ntethelelo:"Ayanda.hisis34,Zamaniis.....And

thenmeIam37"

Me:"waitwhat?"



HetiltedhisheadandlookedatmeandIlookedat

himankissedhislips.

Me:"Youare16yearsolderthan.Me"

Ntethelelo:"it'snotabouttheage.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoograndpa"

Ntethelelo:"Iwillfuckyouonthiscountertillyou

screamandthekidsjoinyou"

Ilaughed.Andstoppedandjumpedoffthehigh

chair.

Me:"Thkids"

Iranupthestairsandhelaughed.Igotintheir

Nurseryandtheywereawakefromtheirnapbut

theyweresilentlymovingandmakingbabysounds.

Ipickedthemupandkissedtheirlipsandputthem

down.

"Aretheycrying?"

Me:"No."

Ntethelelo:"let'sgothen"

Me:"canwestaybit?"



Hestoodbehindme.

Ntethelelo:"youguysareruiningmyday"

Me:"leavemykidsalonetuu"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

Razor:"whatareyouthinkingabout?"

Me:"Asong"

Heplayedwithmyear,twistingitforsomereason

butitwasn'taggressive.Justsoft.



Razor:"whatsong?"

Me:"Mydestiny"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"Momusedtolovethatsong"

Me:"youknowit?"

Helookedatme.

Razor:"Youcamein

That'swhatmylittleheartwaslookingfor

Laughterintherain

Feelinglikeafoolinloveagain

Thelaughtercame..."

IsatupandlookedathimbeforeIjoinedhimin.

Us:"Whenthetearsstoppedfalling

NowallIdoisjustcallyourname

(WhenIsaylover)

Youwalkedinandmyheartdiscovered

Thatmylifewouldneverbethesame



Oh,youaremydestiny......"

HepulledmetoohimandIgiggledandwestoodup

anddancedtogether.Iwashavingfunit'slikethe

songwasplayingyetweweresingingit.

"Youaremyoneandonly

Yougavebackjoytome

Whenmywholeworldwaslonely

Angelindisguise

Withyourpoweroflove

Youjusthypnotize

Ijustlovethemagicofyourspell

Howmuchjoywe'llhavetogether

Onlytimewilltell........"

Ilaughedandhewrappedhisarmsaroundme.

Me:"Ididn'tknowyoucansing"

Razor:"IusedtobeinachurchchoirwhenIwas

young"

Ilookedathim.



Razor:"butIquitwhenIstartedmixingwitha

wrongcrowd."

Me:"youareagoodguy"

Razor:"withbaddecisions"

Me:"Wouldyouliketoturnanewleaf?"

Razor:"no.It'stheonlythingIknow.Crime."

Hespunmearound.

Razor:"Whyintheworldwouldanybodyputchains

onme?

I'vepaidmyduestomakeit

Everybodywantsmetobe

Whattheywantmetobe

I'mnothappywhenItrytofakeit!no!......"

HeshoutedthatandIclosedhismouthwithmy

handsandwelookedatthedoorandlaughed.

Me:"Oohthat'swhyI'measy

I'measylikeSundaymorning

That'swhyI'measy



I'measylikeSundaymorning!...."

Hekissedmeandwebrokeitandlaughed.Idon't

knowwhatthisisandthissneakingaroundwillget

usintroublebutit'sfunandIloveit.Idon'twantto

goatanymomentnow.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

AfterbathingIgotdressedandIwentdownthe

stairs.Ihavetoactnormalreally.AllthatAyanda

hassaidjustpushitatthebackofyourhead.I

appearedandtheheadsturnedtome.Theaunty

smiledandIdidaswell.

Aunty:"yourfoodisinthemicrowave"

Ayanda:"IwillgetitMakaSiyanda"

HestoodupandIwishtothrowsomethingathim

whilehewasenjoyingit.

Aunty:"Youarepregnant?"



Me:"No"

Aunty:"youhaveachild"

Me:"Nono!MahIdon't.Idon'tknowwhatAyanda

istalkingabout"

Hecameback.

Aunty:"StopplayingwiththegirlAyanda"

HechuckledandwinkedatmeandIlookedaway

tryingnottosmilenorblush.Itwasasexywinkor

hemadeitsexyorwashecharmingme.We

watchedtheTvandtheQueenaswellcauseIlikeit

somuchandthenafterIofferedtowashthedishes.

Auntysaidshehastorestearlysosheexcused

herself.Iwascryingupthedishes.

Ayanda:"howareyoufeeling?"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"okthankyou"

Hestoodnexttomeandtookaclothandwipedthe

disheswithme.

Me:"isitjustthebothofyou?"



Ayanda:"thereismamBaluatthecottage"

Igavehimaneyeandhechuckled.

Ayanda:"Iliedaboutthecottagething"

Me:"why?"

Ayanda:"Iwouldliketohaveyouclose"

Hesteppedclosertomeandmyheartwasbeating

fast.Idon'tthinkithasracedthismuch.

Me:"closetowhat?"

Ayanda:"closetome"

Me:"(softly)howclose?"

HewasverycloseandIjustclosedmyeyes

breathingslowly.Iwassweating.

Ayanda:"Thisclose"

Ifeltahandonmywaistandhishandonmycheek.

Iwaswaitingforit.Themomenthekissesme.How

doeshislipstastelike.IwaswaitingandIopened

myeyes.

Ayanda:"allinduetimeMthanda"



Hekissedmyneckandletgoofme.Mylegswere

wobblyIalmostfellbutIheldonthesinkbeforebe

caughtmeandchuckled.

Ayanda:"becareful"

Me:"Iamfine"

Ayanda:"areyousure?"

Me:"Iam.Iam.."

Ayanda:"ok"

Helookedatme.

Me:"canyouleave?Youaremakingme

uncomfortable"

Hechuckled

Ayanda:"Ok."

Hekissedmycheek.

Ayanda:"IloveyouSiyamthanda"

Inoddedandhechuckledbeforewalkingoff.Ilet

goofthesinkwhenhehasdisappearedandsat

downonthefloor.Mykneeswereshakingfor



somereason,myheartwasbeatingveryfastlikeit

wasonmythroat.Ifeltgoosebumps.Ihavebeen

closetoAyandabeforebutthisistoomuch.

Me:"whatisgoingon?"

Iwasquestioningmyself.Igotupfromthefloor

crawling.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

HerhandswereonmykneesandIwasholdingher

waistlookingatherfromtheback.Mydickslipping

inandoutofherandherbreathingwasenoughfor

metohearaccompaniedbyhermoans.Shewould

tiltherheadhereandthereasifpleasurekickedin

good.

Andiswa:"Mmmh"

Me:"youneedatattoo"

Iliftedherupabitandtookoverfromunderneath



Andiswa:"WhereMntungwa?Ahh"

Shewastryingnottoscreamormakehermoans

heard.Thekidswerereallybehaving.

Me:"Atyourback.WriteKhumalo"

Andiswa:"whatifIdivorceyou?"

Me:"thatwillneverhappen"

Andiswa:"whatwillmyboyfriendsay?"

Iwentdeeperinherandshescreamedamoan.

Me:"saythatagain"

Andiswa:"Iwillifwegetmarried."

Me:"writemyname"

Andiswa:"Ifyouwillwritemine"

Me:"it'salreadywrittenonmysoulandheart"

Andiswa:"fuck!Iwantit...itonyourbody"

Me:"ok"

Iincreased!ypaceandshecouldn'tcontainher

moansanymore.Sheheldonmythighstightly.



Andiswa:"ahhNtetheleloIamcumming"

IcarriedonpumpinghertillshecameandIslowed

down.

Me:"Iloveyousugarplum"

Andiswa:"IloveyoutooMbulazi"

Iamgainingmymemoryandtheeventwhereshe

criedafterfoundingoutIwasn'ttruthfulhurtme.I

haven'ttoldherIamgainingmorememoriesofus.

Ijustwannaburythatallup.

.

.

*MERCY*

ThedoorbellrangandIgavealreadysetupthe

diningtableandthefoodisready.Iopenthedoor

andmagandbabaappearwithZamaandKwando.I

didn'tknowtheywerehereinDurban.

Me:"hello"

Mahhuggedme.



Mah:"himydaughter."

Thefatherinlawdoesn'tlikeme.

Zama:"shockerbutwearehere.Hibabes"

WehuggedandIletthemin.

Me:"it'sgreattoseeyou"

Baba:"whereisSandile?"

AsifoncuehecamedownthestairswithYolanda.

Mybabies.Ifoundmyselfsmiling.

Yolanda:"Gammy"

Sherantohergrandmother.

Sandile:"baba"

Hisfathernodded.MyGodthiswillbealongnightI

tellyou.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*MERCY*

Weweresittingatthedinnertableandonlythe

cutlerywasmakingnoise.Itwasabitawkward

frommysidesincemyfatherinlawdoesn'tlikeme.

Mah:"Howisschoolgoing?"

SheasksmeandItakeasmallsipfromthewine

andshiftmyattentiontoher.

Me:"schoolisgoingok.Justafewhiccupshere

andtherebutit'sgood"

Mah:"Iamglad."

Zama:"youshouldteachmethischickenrecipe"

Me:"Iwilldon'tworry."

Yolanda:"canIgowithGogo?"



Sandile:"surehoney"

Igavehimastare.IjustgothereandYolandais

beingshippedtohergrandmother's.Istoodupwith

myplateandpackedupsomeofthealreadydone

people.

Me:"dessert?"

Zama:"Iwillhelp"

Westoodupandcollectedthedishesandwentto

thekitchen.Weputthemonthekitchencounter.

Zama:"whereisthedesert?"

Me:"inthefridge"

ShenoddedandIoutthedishesinthedishwasher

andIcloseditwhenIwasdone.

Zama:"areyouok?"

Me:"yesIamfine"

Shenodded.Ididn'twanttoseemdramaticsolet

mejustdropeverything.Wepreparedandthen

walkedoutofthekitchen.

.



.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

averygoodnightsleepIhad.Aknockonthedoor

disturbedmefromthewarmcoversandIrolledoff

thebedandwenttoopenwhenIwasmetby

Ayandainasuit.Hesmiledandmadehisway

insidethebedroom.Iturnedandwenttositonthe

bed.

Ayanda:"Goodmorning"

Me:"Morning."

Ayanda:"Iwouldneedyourtimetable"

Me:"IwillsendonetoyoubuttodayIdon'thave

anyclasses."

Ayanda:"ok"

Me:"youaredressedup"

Ayanda:"yesIhaveameetingtoday"



Me:"Doyoudoyourtielikethat?"

Ayanda:"What?"

Istoodupanduntiedhistiethendiditalloveragain

afterthatIputitonhimandhewaslookingatme

whileIwasfixingit.

Me:"stoplookingatme"

Ayanda:"ourchildiswaitinguponus"

Igiggled.

Me:"heshouldwaitbecausedaddyandMommy

arenottogether"

Ayanda:"thatcouldbearranged."

Me:"'hayi"

Hechuckled.Ifinished.

Me:"thereit'snice."

Helookedatit.

Ayanda:"Ilikeit"

Helookedathiswatch.

Ayanda:"Ineedtorush."



Hekissedmyforeheadandleft.Itouchedmy

forehead.Hislipsareidon'tknowwhat.Whyishe

doingthistome.

Me:"Siyamthandayoujustgotoutofarelationship

"

Ilaidonthebed.Ilookedatthedoor.WhydoI

wanttobeMakaSiyanda.NoIamjustthinkinghow

thisSiyandawouldlooklikewithmygenesand

Ayanda's.

Me:"Siyamthandagetthatoutofyourhead"

Irolledoverthebedandsighed.

.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Iwalkeddownthestairsandtherewasnoauntyor

MamuBaluinsightsoIjusttookmycarkeysand

wenttomycarandgotinbeforedrivingoff.Itook



myphoneandIdialedThelo'snumbersandhe

answered.

Thelo:"whatdoyouneed?"

Me:"pleasegoandstandinformeinameetingin

Johannesburg"

Thelo:"thetime"

Me:"leavingnowwouldbebetter."

Thelo:"Iwillgoifyoubuymewhisky"

Me:"Iwill.Whichone?"

IknowIamgoingtoregretasking.

Thelo:"IamgladyouaskedMntungwa"

Me:"CanyousaythenameIcryandwenegotiatea

prize"

Thelo:"Balveniea50-year-oldSpeysidesingle-malt

whiskyoneofthebestwhiskybro"

Me:"youhaveexpensivetasteforafarmboy,

R730,000that'sahouseifnotacar.Forsomething

youwillpeelateron"



Thelo:"Iknewyouwereacheapskate"

Me:"whydon'tyoubuyitthen?"

Thelo:"forsomethingIwillpeelateron"

Me:"yousee?"

Thelo:"mxm.OkthenbuymeaGlenfarclas"

Me:"Iamneveraskingyouafavour"

Thelo:"greatdoingbusinesswithyou"

Me:"Sharp"

Ihungup.ThelowantstosuckmedryIsee.Ihave

tosortoutthisTristanonceandforall.Igottohis

placeandhewasbyhiscarabouttoopenit.Igot

outofmycarfixingmysuitandtookoutmygun

frombehind.Ifyouaresuccessfulinbusinessyou

needprotectionbecausenotalotofpeoplewilllike

you.IputasilenceronitandcrockeditbeforeI

shothimbehindhislegandhewentdowngroaning.

Isteppedonhisfootandhecried.

Me:"Iwarnedyou.Itoldyouthatwasthestartbut

youcarriedonhuh"



Ipressedonhiswoundwithmyfoodandhecried.

Tristan:"fuck!"

Me:"youmessedwiththewrongonethistimeboi"

Tristan:"Ah!"

Me:"youwantyourdaughtertobeparentless

becauseofyourfoolishness"

Ishothisshoulderandpressedhisshoulderwith

thecarandmyfoothardandhegroaned.

Tristan:"IwillstayawayfromSiyamthanda"

Me:"Betterbeorthenextbulletwillbeinyour

colouredskull.NgumzuluMinaangisabimuntu

,Ngizokufakainhlamvukushayekeubucopho

Mfana(IamZulu,Iamnotscaredofanyone.Iwill

blowyourbrainsboi)"

HenoddedandIpressedagainandhecriedbefore

Ilethimgo.Iclickedmytongue.

Me:"youmessedupmyshoeandsuit"

Hewasgroaningintears.

Me:"Don'tcrossme"



Iwalkedoff.Iuncrockedmygunandtookoffthe

silencerandItookatissueandwipedmyshoes

beforegoinginthecaranddrivingoff.1down.

2morethingstogo.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Ihadmyheadburiedunderthepillow.Myhead

waspoundingandmynosewasblocked.Icould

feelmythroatbeingscratchy.Icouldhearthedoor

openandNtethelelo'sfootstepswhichwere

makingmefeelmoreofeverything.

Ntethelelo:"babysitupIbroughtsoup"

Me:udon'twantsoupNtethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"ifyoudrinkyoursoupyouwillfeel

better"

Me:"Ididn'tfeellikethisyesterday"

Ntethelelo:"youneedtobebetter.Comesitup"



Me:"Iamnothungryforsoup"

Ntethelelo:"ifyouhavesoupIWillrewardyouwith

anythingyouwantafterwhenIgoandgetyou

medication"

Me:"IwantaMcDonald"

Ntethelelo:"Iwillgetyouoneonlyifyoueatthe

soup"

Igroaned.

Me:"ok.Justalittlebit"

Isatup.

Ntethelelo:"abitsugarplum"

HestartedfeedingmeandIsniffed.

Me:"Iamnotababy"

Ntethelelo:"youaremybaby,openup"

Iopenedupandhefedmesoup.Itwasnice.

Me:"Iwasthinking"

Ntethelelo:"openup."

Ididandhefedme.



Me:"whenLethois1shevisitsUnathiandfrom

thenonregularlyjusttoknowhermother"

Ntethelelo:"Lethowon'tbegoingtoprisons"

Me:"Unathiwouldlovethat,toseeherdaughteris

wellandok"

Ntethelelo:"noAndiswa"

Me:"Ntethelelojustthinkaboutit"

Ntethelelo:"thereisnothingtothinkaboutAndiswa

,Lethowon'tvisitUnathi"

Me:"but....."

Ntethelelo:"butnothingAndiswaIamherfather

youarenothermother.Iknowwhat'sbest"

Thathurtme.YesIknowlethoisnotmine

biologicallybutItreatherlikesheismine.

Me:"Iamfull"

Igotbackunderthecovers.Hewalkedoutbanging

thedoorandIjustcried.Theheadachecameback

stronger.

.



.

*NTETHELELO*

Lethowon'tvisitUnathiIdon'twantmydaughter

traumatizedwithhermother'simageinanorange

uniformsono.IputthebowelonthecounterandI

wenttothenurseryandItookthekidsandtheir

bagsandIwentoutwiththeminbothofmyarms

andstrappedthemontheircarseatsandouttheir

bagsattheboot.IwentinsideandItookmycar

keysandwalletandphoneandIwalkedoutbefore

gettinginthecaranddrivingoff.Ilookedatthe

quietandlookingatmethroughthereviewmirror.

Me:"yousurearequiettoday.Youmissmommy"

LethomadeababysoundandZikhalijoinedin.

AfterthatIjustkeptquietwhiledrivingtothe

pharmacy.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

IwokeuplaterandImadethebedandIwentto

takeashowerandIbrushedmyteeth.AfteroneI

gotoutandcheckedmyphoneandcalledmom

whilesittingonthebed.Sheansweredonasecond

ring.

Mom:"Siyamthandayiniufunaukungibulala

ngimusha(Siyamthandawhydoyouwanttokillme

whileIamstillyoung!)"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Mom:"doyougotoschooleven?Don'tletthose

boysplayyou,maybeyoushouldgoandlivewith

uMelusi"

Me:"NoIamfine.Ijustforgotmyphonekumngani



(onafriend)"

Mom:"mmmh,don'tkisspinksmalllipslike

Andiswa"

Me:"mah!"

Mom:"useacondomaswell"

Me:"yousaidnoboys"

Mom:"andhavedrought.Don'tbelikemebutdon't

haveababy"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Mom:"Don'trunaway.Buyapackplease"

Me:"Iamnothavingthistalkwithyou"

Mom:"seeyounextweek"

Me:"bye"

Mom:"ufebekancane(andhoeabit)"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatkindofmotherareyou"

Mom:"theJabskindYaya"

Me:"(laughing)Bye"



Mom:"byebaby"

Shehungup.Idon'tunderstandmymother

sometimes.Iguessbeingtheonlygirlchildgotto

herhuh?IstoodupandIwenttoopenmybag.I

forgottotellSesethutobringmeabag.Itextedher

andshesaysshewillbutshewillbeatAyanda's

companyfortheAndroidsoIshouldfetchitthere.I

wasrollingonthebedgroaning.

Me:"Sesethukodwa"

Itookmyphoneandsaidok.ItriedcallingAyanda

butitwenttovoicemail.Iguessheisinameeting.

ThatmeansIhavetogodownthere.It's11:02soI

hopeIcatchherontimewhileAyandaisouton

lunchmaybe.Igotdressedinjeanswithawhite

topandablackhoodieandsneakers.Ibrushedmy

braidsandItookmyphoneandwalkedoutand

wentdownthestairsandIsawAuntywithanother

woman.ShesmiledasIwasembarrassedthatI

wokeuplate.

Aunty:"don'tlookflushed.Youneededtherest"

Me:"itwon'thappenagain"



Aunty:"it'sok.Yourfoodisinthemicrowave."

Me:"Ineedtogoandfetchmyclothesquickly"

Aunty:"Ohok.Wewillseeyouthen"

ShesmiledandIsmiledaswellbeforeIwalkedout.

Thecabwasalreadywaiting.Igotinandgreeted

thedriverandhedroveofftoAyanda'scompany.

WegotthereandIpaidwhilerushinginside.

SesethuwasatthelaboratorysoIhavetobeas

fast.Igotintheelevatoranditwentupandpinged.

Igotoutandshemetmehalfwaywiththesuitcase.

Sesethu:"IpackedyourclothesneatlybecauseI

wasboredtheotherday.Ididn'tknowyouwillneed

them.

Me:"thanks."

Sesethu:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iam.Wewilltalkonthephone.Ineedtogo

babes."

Sesethu:"byehoney"

Wehuggedandthenwentourseperateways.Igot

intheelevatorwithmysuitcaseandIclosedmy



eyes.

Me:"Shoot!"

Ilookedathimastheelevatorclosed.

Ayanda:"Whatalovelysurprise"

Me:"Icametofetchmyclothes"

Ayanda:"Youcouldhavetoldme"

Me:"Icalledyou"

Helooksathisphone.

Ayanda:"OhIsee.Iwasinameeting"

Me:"figured."

Ayanda:"Iamdonefortheday.Lunch?"

Iwashungry.

Me:"Ican'tsaynotofreefood"

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"yeahweneedyoufed"

Theelevatoropenedandwewalkedout.Ipulledmy

suitcaseandhewaswalkingbesideme.Everyone



waslookingandIdon'tknowwhy.Idon'tlikethe

eyes.WewenttohiscarandIloadedmybag

insidethebootandheopenedthedoorforme.I

thankedhimandhecloseditandwenttohisside

andgotinbeforedrivingoff.

Ayanda:"Wherewouldyouliketoeat?"

Me:"Iamnotpicky.EvenifitsaKota"

Ayanda:"youlikethem?"

Me:"theyarenicethantheseexpensivethingsthat

looklikerubber"

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"wearegoingtoSowetothen"

Iopenedtheradioandplayedmusicbeforelaying

back.

Me:"(singing)KudalaNgizulangifun'onjegawe

You'rethefatherofmybaby

You'remynumberoneandthere'snootherone

........"

HechuckledandIfrownedlookingathim.



Ayanda:"Iamthefatherofyourbaby"

Me:"TsekAyanda"

Ilaughedshakingmyheadhejoinedme.

Ayanda:"whoareyousingingitfor?"

Me:"myself"

Hechuckled.Hetookmyhandandhelditwithhis.

Myheartstartedbeatingfast.Hekisseditandmy

kneeswereshaking.Hislipsaresoftonmyskin

andhedoesn'tseewhatheisdoing.Iclearmy

throatandhelooksatme.

Me:"my...my"

Icouldn'tsayit.

Ayanda:"mmmh"

Ishookmyheadandheshiftedhisfocusbackonto

theroad.Ilookedathimthenourhandsagain.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



IfellasleepwhenNtetheleloleft.IwokeupandI

wenttobathanddidthebedafterandwentto

checkonthekidsandtheyweren'tthere.Iguesshe

tookthem.IwentbacktothebedroomandIlaidon

thebed.Imisshomenow.Ireallywanttogoback,

Idon'tregrethavingZikhalibutImissAndiswaand

dadmomentsaswell.ThedopropenedandIjust

ignoredit.Idon'twanttosayanythingbecauseI

willbehurtagain.

Ntethelelo:"Iboughtyourburgerandmedication."

Ikeptquiet.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

IkeptquietandIfeltthebedmovesandheheldme

andIdidn'tmove.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"mmh"

Ntethelelo:"didyouhearwhatIsaid?"

Me:"youcaneattheburger.Iwilltakethe

medicationlaterthankyou"

Ntethelelo:"youneedtoeatAndiswa"



Me:"Iamnothungry"

Isniffed.Icouldfeelthetearsnearing

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"letmegocheckonZikhali"

Itriedtogetoffthebedandhepulledmetohim.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorryforhurtingyourfeelings.I

amsorryforwhatIsaid,itwasuncalledfor"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"Iwanttoseemyson."

Igotoffhisgripandwalkedoutofthebedroomand

Iheardhimsigh.IwenttothenurseryandI

washedmyhandsbeforeIpickedupLetho.She

waslookingatme.Ismiledandplayedwithher

hand.

Me:"youwillgrowintoabeautifulwoman,astrong

oneaswell"

Shetriedtoputmythumbinhermouth.

Me:"nobabyyouwillgetsick"



Iretrenchedmythumbandshelookedatme.I

kissedhercheekandoutherdownbeforeIwentto

Zikhali.Hewassleeping.Ikissedhisforeheadand

putastuffedbearnexttoLethobeforeIturnedand

Ntethelelowaslookingatme.Iwenttowardsthe

door.

Me:"canIpass?"

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Me:"NtetheleloIneedtogoandeatanddrink

medication"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Inoddedandmademywayout.Ilovehimtoo.He

knows,Iamtryingtomeethimhalfwaywith

everythingbutIguessIshouldn'tespeciallywith

Letho.Sheisnotmineright?Ishouldfocuson

Zikhalialone.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*



Me:"thisisfood"

Ayanda:"IonlyateaKotaonce"

Me:"sinceweareherewearegonnagetone."

Hesmiledandshookhishead.Weparkedneara

shopandgotout.Helefthissuitblazerinthecar

andhewasholdingmyhandclaimingthatIwillget

lost.Irolledmyeyes.Hejustwantstoholdit.We

wentandorderedoneandthenwentbacktothecar

andsatintheresinceit'sabitcoldtoday.

Me:"sothestudentsyouleft"

Ayanda:"reallyyoudon'thavetomakea

conversationaboutwork"

Me:"okthenaboutwhat?"

Ayanda:"aboutwhencanIsendalettertoyour

home"

Me:"wearenotdating"

Ayanda:"Siyandaiswaitingonus"

Me:"What'sthisus?"

Ayanda:"meandyou"



Hekeptquiet.

Me:"tellme,iftherewasanuswheredoyouseeus

"

Hesmiled,nicesmile.

Ayanda:"Iseealotofthings.Iseemyfuturewife

,Motherofmykids.Iseeyouinmyarmseveryday

findingcomfort,securityandwarmthinthem.You

feelnoharminthem.IseeyouasDrKhumalo......"

Igiggled.

Ayanda:"Iseeyoulookintomyeyesrightnowand

seehowmuchIloveyou.Iseemetakingyour

handandplacingitonmybeatingheartandhere

howfastitracesinyourpresence."

Hewipesmytears.

Me:"AyandaIamscared.Ijustdon'twantto..."

Ayanda:"Iamnotrushingyou.Iamjusttellingyou

howIfeel.LoveispatientandIwillpatientlywait

foryou"

Me:"whatifyourunoutofpatience?"



Ayanda:"Iwon't"

Me:"whatifyoulovesomeoneelseinthemistof

waitingformewhatif..."

Hekissedmylips.Itwasslowandverymuch

passionatekiss.Onefilledmyemptystomachand

gavemegoosebumps.hebrokethekissslowly.His

lipswerewarmandsoftandstillfeltthemeven

thoughtheyareboththereanymore.

Ayanda:"IloveonlyyouSiyamthanda."

Me:"uhmbabakhe"

HechuckledandIlookedaway.

Ayanda:"Ilike"

Irolledmyeyesandwelaughedanditwasn't

awkward.Ilookedathimandhewassmiling

lookingatme.

Me:"what?"

Ayanda:"IamsohappyIkissedyou.Iloveyou"

Me:"Wecantrybutpleasedon'thurtme"

HesmiledretardedlikeHejustwonalotto.



Ayanda:"(kissingme)Iwon'thurtyou

intentionally"

Inodded.Iamscared,amIrushingeverythingor

shouldIwait.?Idon'tknowbutIwanttotrusthim.

HekissesmeandIreturnitaswell.Iwonderhow

Andiswawillreacttoallofthis.Hisfamily,my

familyohmyGodKhuluzawilldie.Ijust,justhopeI

don'tturnablindeyelikethelasttime.No,Ayanda

isdifferent.HeisnotlikeTristananddefinitelyain't

him.Webrokeit.

Me:"weshouldgetourfood"

Helickedhislips.

Ayanda:"yeah"

Wegotoutandwenttocheckourorders.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

ItsbeenMonthssinceIsawmymother.Iameven

shockedthatQamoishere,wereallydon'tseeeach

other,eyeforaneyebutthatdoesn'tmeanIdon't

loveheranyless.Isatdowninfrontofherandshe

smiled.Ismiledaswell.Iwasgenuinelyhappythat

sheishere.

Qamo:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Iamok.Surviving."

Qamo:"that'sgood.Ihopeyouarebehavingsoyou

cangetoutsoon"

Me:"yes,Iam"

Lies.Withrazorthereisnobehaving.

Qamo:"uhmwellIhavethisforyou"



Shetookoutabeautifullywrappedcardandshe

placeditonthetable.ItookitandIunwrappedthe

ribbonandopenedit.

Qamo:"Iamgettingmarried"

UhmIdidn'tknowwhattosay.Tearsweldedinmy

eyes,Iwon'tbetherewhenshegetsmarried.

Me:"Iamhappyforyou"

Qamo:"(teary)Ijustwishyoucouldbethereand

bemymatronofhonourlikehowweusedtodream

whenwewereyoung.LikehowIwasonyour

weddingday"

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"it'sok.It'syourtimetoshinealonewithout

me"

Shesobbed.Ilookedatherandwipedmytears

beforelookingatthecardagain.

Me:"Iamsorry"

IreallyIwishIcouldbethere.IwishIcouldhug

herrightnowbutIamrestrictedtodoso.After

sometimewecalmdownandwipeourleftover



tears.

Me:"isheagoodguy?"

Shechuckled.

Qamo:"very."

Me:"howcomeIdidn'tknowabouthim?"

Qamo:"anginiubusalibeleukusangana(youwere

busybeingcrazy)"

Me:"Iwillhityou"

Welaughed.

Qamo:"Ihopeyougetbetter."

Me:"Iamhappythatyoucantovisitmemntase"

Qamo:"Iwantedto.Ibroughtsomefoodaswell.

Justalittletakeoutforthetooth"

Me:"youarealifesaveryho"

Welaughed.Ienjoyedspendingtimewithher

withoutusfighting.Itwasgoodforonce.Maybe

changingandbeingniceandbetterwouldn'thurt

anyonereally.Theycheckedthefoodinsidejustto



seeiftherearenodrugs.Phoneorweaponsbefore

Icouldtakeit.Jaillife.Iwenttomycellandgotin

andtheotherladiesstoppeddoingwhattheywere

doingandIsatonmybedandopenedthesteers

packet.Shebought4burgersburgers.HowI

missedeating,IammeetingRazortonight.Ishould

waitforhimmaybe?Imeanhehasbeengoodto

me,it'stheleastafriendcoulddobutit'snotsafe

here.Istandupandgotothewarden.Sheis

femalewardenwhosometimestakemetorazor

whenit'shershift.Iamgladit'shertodayandnot

pitbull.

Me:"Ineedsomehelp"

Warden:"withwhat?"

Shewasnotlookingatme.

Me:"BairdthisfoodformetillIgoandseerazor.

Youknowthesepeople"

Sheturnedandlookedatme.

Warden:"bring"

Me:"don'teatit"



Warden:"sure"

Shetookit.Iwentbacktositdownonmybed.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Wecamehomelate.Ilosttrackoftimewithher.

AftergoingtoSowetowewenttotheparkandwell

wespenttimetogetherandlosttimeasIhavetold

you.Wewenttoeatwhenthesunwassettingand

nowherewearehomelate.

Me:"Ifoundloveinyou........."

Siya:"(giggling)Ayandayouaremakingnoise.

Baleleabantu(peoplearesleeping)"

Me:"isitacrimetowanttosingforyou?"

Siya:"(blushing)No"

Ipickedherupandputheronthekitchencounter

andstoodbetweenherlegs.



Me:"AndI'velearnedtolovemetoo

NeverhaveIfeltthatIcouldbeallthatyou

see.....(ShesmiledwhileIplacedmyhandsonher

cheeks)

It'slikeourheartshaveintertwinedandtothe

perfectharmony.."

Siya:"youhaveahorribledeepvoice.Don'tsing

again"

Shelaughed.

Me:"mxm"

Siya:"Iamkidding"

Me:"Ikneesyoulovemyvoice"

"Nibangaumsindo(youaremakingnoise)"

Itwasauntyinhergown.Siyamthandagotdown

fromthecounterandlookeddown.Iheldherwaist.

Aunty:"youdon'tsmellalcoholsohowwasyour

day?"

Me:"memorable"



Aunty:"yourfoodisinthemicrowave"

Me:"weareok"

Aunty:"SiyamthandaNtombiUngasabineh(girl

don'tbescared)"

ShewinkedandIchuckled.

Aunty:"switchoffthelights!"

Shesaidwalkingupthestairs.

Siya:"Yho.Wehavetogoandsleep."

Me:"butIstillwanttospendsometimewithyou"

Siya:"youhavegotworkandIhaveschoolAyanda

"

Iperkedherlips.

Me:"ok.Cuddle?"

Siya:"(laughing)No,toosoon.Babysteps.Idon't

wantbabySiyandaappearingoutofnowhere"

Me:"(smirking)soyousayit'spossibleoryou

wouldn'tresist"

Ipulledherclosetome.



Siya:"anythingispossible."

Ikissedherlips.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shenoddedandthenwalkedoff.Ilookedather.

ManIfeelsolucky.IcalledTheloandheanswered.

Thelo:"FokofIhaven'tgottenmywhiskyandyou

arecallingmeatnightlikeIamyourbitch.ManI

ammarriedforgoodnesssake."

Me:"calmdown.Iwillbuythatwhiskythatyou

wanted."

Thelo:"youchangingyourmind?"

Me:"takeitorleaveit"

Thelo:"Ididn'tsayIamnottaking.Justaskinga

question.Maybeputintwo"

Me:"youarepushingit"

Thelo:"heyyousoundlikealovestruckteenager.

MaNtuligotyoubytheear."

Me:"youmeanballs."



Helaughed.

Thelo:"Soyoureallydoingthiswithher?"

Me:"yeah."

Thelo:"IhopeAndiswa'sfatherdoesn'tgiveyoua

hardtime"

Me:"whataboutthatunclewhocamewithher

grandmother."

Hewhistled.

Thelo:"knockherupfirst,theywon'thaveachoice

then"

Me:"nahbabyafter.FornowIjustwanttobe

patientwithher"

Thelo:"okdothat.Ihavetogo.Youknow.Midnight

prayers."

Me:"midnig.....youwon'treachheaven"

Hechuckled.

Thelo:"Sure"

Hehungup.Idranksomewaterbeforeswitching



offthelights.IwentupthestairsandIknockedon

herdoorandopenedandshewasasleepalready.I

leanedonthedoorframeandjustwatchedher

sleep.Ineverthoughtofsettlingdownbeforebut

withherit'sthere.Iclosedthedoorandwenttomy

bedroom.gotinthebedroomandIwenttotakea

shower.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Themedicationreallyhelped.Idruggedmyselfto

sleepandIwokeupfeelingbetterthenextmorning

andstillIwasnottalkingtoNtethelelo.Igotoffthe

bedanditwasempty.Itookmyphoneandsenta

messagetodadsayingIamcomingback.Mercy

hasalreadyleftsowhat'stheuseofstaying.He

saidheishappythatIamcomingback.Imiss

hometoo.IgotoffthebedandIwenttotakea

bath.AfteroneIgotdressedingreyleggingswith



bootsandalongsleevetop.ItiedmyhairandI

cleanedupinthebedroomandopenedthewindow

toletinfreshairbeforeIpackedmyclothes.AfterI

wasdoneIwentoutthebedroomandwenttothe

nursery.LethoandZikhaliwereupandIcheckedif

theyhadbeenchangedandfedandyestheywere.

IpackedupZikhali'ssmallclothesbecausehehas

someathomeaswellandputitinhisbag.Ileft

themthereandwentdownthestairsandNtethelelo

waswatchingTV.

Ntethelelo:"Morning"

Me:"morning"

Iwalkedtowardsthekitchenandhefollowedme.

Ntethelelo:"AndiswaIamsorry"

Me:"it'sok.Itwasastupidsuggestion,it'sokto

voiceoutyouropinions"

Ntethelelo:"notinthemannerIdid"

Me:"IamleavingwithbabyNJtoday"

Ntethelelo:"why?"

Me:"wearenotmarriedNtetheleloandiwon't



cohabitwithyou,it'swrongreally.Ihavetogo

homedadneedsme."

Ntethelelo:"ineedyou.Lethoneedsyou"

Iopenthefridgeandtakeoutthemilkcartonand

dishandpouritinthere

Me:"Ntethelelo,hireamanyforLetho,youare

capabletodoso.Iamsorrybut!hhandsaretied

wecanonlyvisitbutcan'tlivewithyou"

Ntethelelo:"Zikhaliismyson.Ipaidforeverything

onhim"

Me:"YazimthatheNtetheleloveleinganezakho!

KodwaMinaangihlalingimilelapho(youknow

what?TakehimNtethelelo,it'syourkidsanyway!

ButIamnotstayingandIamstandingonthat)"

Ithrewtheemptymilkcartoninthebin.Heheldme

frombehind.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorryforupsettingyou.Ijustdon't

wantyouawayfromme"

Me:"itwilldousgood"

Ntethelelo:"Iwillgocrazy"



Ifreedmyselffromhim.

Me:"youwilldrivemecrazyIswear"

Hesmirked.

Me:"Iwillslapthatsmugoffyourface"

Ntethelelo:"Iamolderthanyou"

Me:"it'sjustanumber"

Heperkedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"thisisgonnabehardbutIloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoutooMbulazi"

It'slikeNtetheleloisonhisperiodsthesedays.

Maybehedoeshavethemwhoknows?Just

kiddingNkosiimagine

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Insert76

*ANDISWA*

AssoonasIenteredthegatesofhome.Ididn't

realisehowmuchImissedthislittlespace.Ijust

openedthedoorandwalkedtomyroom.Itooka

cabrightawayshame.Ntethelelocouldn'tgoup

anddownwithLetho.Iwenttomyroomandplaced

ZikhalionmybedandIlaidnexttohimandIjust

huggedmypillow.Imissedallofthis.Isatupand

lookedaround.Hewasasleep.Iputpillowsaround

himsohewouldn'tfallandtheniunpackedour

bags.IwillcallNtethelelolateron.AfterIwas

doneIwenttothekitchenandstartedoncooking.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalleddad.

Dad:"angel"

Me:"Iambackhome"

Dad:"Iamhappy.IreallymissedyouandIamglad



yourealiseyouarenotmarriedtothatboy"

Me:"yesdadIdorealizethat."

Dad:"Iwillbebackinafewhours"

Me:"ok.Iloveyou"

Dad:"Iloveyoutoo"

HehungupandItookoutsomeingredientsand

playedsomeradiomusicwhilecookingnotloudso

IcanhearZikhali.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

iwaswokenupinthemorningbythealarm.Iknew

thatIwouldn'twakeuponmyownjustbecauseI

sleptlatelastnight.Irolledoffthebedgroaning

andIlandedonthefloor.Igotupandrubbedmy

eyesbeforemakingthebedwhileyawning.Can'tI

skiptoday?IfinishmakingthebedandIgoand

opensomebathwaterandtakeoutthebooksIwill



needandclothesbeforemakingmywaytogoand

bath.AfterIwasdoneIgotdressedandIparked

upeverything.IwonderhowlongIwillstayhere.

It'slovelybutIwilltakethisascohabitingandof

whichmyfamilywillgocrazyon.Itookmybagand

walkedoutandmademyway.Auntywasalready

awakewithAyandaandtheywerehavingalaugh.

Me:"goodmorning"

Aunty:"morning,yourfoodisalreadymadeand

packedup"

Me:"youdidn'thaveto"

Aunty:"Istayherealldaysoit'stheleastIcoulddo.

",

Me:"thankyou"

Shehandedafoilcoveredlunch.Whenwasthelast

timeIhadlunchtoschool.

Ayanda:"wehavetorush.Youwillbelate"

Me:"yes.Uhmbyeaunty"

Aunty:"studyhard"



SheshoutedasIwaswalking.

Me:"Iwill"

IclosethedoorbehindmeandAyandaheldmy

waistandperkedmylips.

Ayanda:"Morning"

Me:"Youaresneaky"

Ayanda:"Ijustneededtodothat"

Me:"weneedtoleave"

Ayanda:"Don'trush.Ididn'tsleepnexttoyou"

Me:"Howdidyousleep?"

Igotoffhisgripandwenttothepassengersideand

lookedathim.

Ayanda:"horrible"

Me:"why?"

Ayanda:"youweren'tnexttome"

Me:"shame.ItwillbemorehardwhenIleavethe

house."

Wegotinthecarandputonourseatbelts.



Ayanda:"thenit'smorereasontosendtheletter

home"

Ifrownedandlookedathim.

Me:"Iamguessyouhaveadraft"

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"Ishould"

Ilaughed.

Me:"OhMntungwawhatcanIdowithyou?"

Ayanda:"youcouldmarryme"

Me:"Wejuststartedandbesidesmarriageisahard

thing.Istillhaveschool"

Ayanda:"Iwouldn'tmindgoingthroughthose

hardshipswithyou"

Me:"Let'sseewherethistakesus"

Ayanda:"maybeSiyandawillbeontheway"

Me:"ahhukufunakonke(Youwanteverything)"

Ayanda:"Thewholepackage"

Welaughed



Me:"whatareyoubringinginke?"

Ayanda:"youwillfindout"

Hetookmyhandandheldit.Ismiled.Ijusthope

everythingturnsoutok.

.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Thewardenuncuffedmeandgavememypaper

bagandIwalkedinside.Hesatupwhenhesawme

andIjustsmiled.

Me:"Igotsomething."

Razor:"icansee"

Igavehimthepaperbagasthedoorlockedandhe

putitdownandpulledmetohimandwekissed.

Razor:"Iamhungrydosomethingelsefirst"

Me:"let'stakecareofitthen"



Heundressedmeoffmyoverallandplacedhis

handsonmybreasts.Hishandswerecoldand

goosebumpscreatedonmyboobs.Iwasstanding

inbetweenhislegs.Hisonehandwenttomy

breastwhilehesuckedtheothergently.Itiltedmy

headbackwardswhileholdinghishead.

Me:"Mmh"

Razor:"Imissedyou"

Me:"metoo"

Heundressedmetherestoftheoverallandhe

pulledmetohislapandkissedmyneck.Softly

onceortwicebeforeIstartedundressinghimas

wellwhenhewaskissingme.Whenhistophalf

wasbareIheldonhisneckandkissedhimandhe

respondedbeforeheslippedafingerinmeandI

moaned.

Me:"Ah"

Heslowlythrusteditinsideifmeandkissedmy

neckwhilesuckingitaswell.Iwillhavealotof

hickiesafterthis.IcouldfeelthatIamgetting

extremelywetaswell.



Razor:"Iwanttofeelyou"

Inoddedandhestoppedfingeringmeandhelifted

meupfrommybuttandIheldonhisshouldersjust

forsupportbeforeheletgoofmeskippinghimself

in.Mywallsclenchedonhim.

Razor:"Fuck!"

Istartedgoingupanddownonhimwhilebittingmy

bottomlipandmybreathingwashitchingaswellin

theprocess.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IfinishedcookingandwenttocheckonZikhaliand

hewasawake.Ichangedhimandfedhimbefore

wewenttotheloungeandsatdowntowatchsome

TV.IcalledNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"ThankGodyouarealive"



Me:"ItookanapwhenIcamehome"

Ntethelelo:"howareyouguys?Imissyou"

Me:"weareok.Wemissyoutoo.Howareyou?"

Ntethelelo:"youwereright,Ishouldhireananny"

Me:"what'swrong?"

Ntethelelo:"Lethohasbeencryingsinceyouleft."

Me:"Shame.Isshecalmnow?"

Ntethelelo:"sheis.Sheissleeping"

Me:"Kissherforme"

Ntethelelo:"Iwillcomebytonight,Iwanttoseeyou

"

Me:"andthebaby?"

Ntethelelo:"IhaveanauntwholiveswithAyanda

downthestreet."

Me:"ok.Ihavetogo"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Iyawned.



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihangup.IwatchedsomeTVwithBabyNJtillI

fellasleeponthecouchwithhimonmychest.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:39] :~Mistress~

Insert77

*UNATHI*

Razor:"Youhavesomethinghere"

Me:"oh"

HeremovedthesauceandsuckedhisthumbandI

carriedoneating.



Me:"Ihaven'theardfromyouthatyouhavea

visitorfromsomeone"

Razor:"Idon'tneedone"

Me:"Ohok,tellmemoreaboutyou"

Razor:"Iwill.Notnow"

Me:"ok"

Icarriedoneating.

Me:"doyouhaveagirlfriendoutofthisplace?"

Razor:"Ido."

Me:"Oh"

Razor:"Youarecausingyourselfunnecessary

heartpain"

Me:"Iamnot.Wearejustfuckmatesright?"

Helookedatme.

Razor:"Ok"

Hismoodwasn'tnicereally.Ithoughtwewerehere

tohavefunbutIguessnottoday.Igotup.

Me:"IneedtogobeforethesuperintendentseesI



amnotinmycell"

Razor:"wehaveanhourleft"

Me:"IknowbutIjustwannagoandliedown"

Iputmyfoodawayandhepullsmetohim.

Me:"razorIneedtogo"

Razor:"okIamsorryaboutmyshittybehaviour"

Me:"youshouldn'tbesorryjustdon'tinvitemetoit.

"

Razor:"Iamleaving"

Ifroze.Idon'tknowwhyIdid.

Me:"Leaving?"

Iturnedtofacehim

Razor:"Prison.Tomorrow,mylawyerpulled

throughforme"

Me:"weren'tyouinAxe'splace?"

Razor:"iWasbuttheyfoundloopholesinthecase

andthatgotmeoutofherebecauseit'snotasolid

onesoeverythingwasdropped."



Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosay.

Me:"Iamhappyforyou"

Isaidwithtearsandheplacedhishandsonmy

cheek.

Razor:"don'tcry"

Me:"Iamnotcrying.Ireallyamhappyforyou"

HehuggedmeandIhuggedhimback.

Razor:"Idon'twanttogo"

Me:"Go.Theyneedyououtthere"

Razor:"Youneedmeinhere"

Me:"Iwilltakecareofmyself."

Razor:"Unathi"

Me:"Mshika"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"don'ttemptme"

Me:"Go"



Razor:"Ok"

Westayedinsilence.IcameherealoneandIhave

tosurvivealone.Justwonderinghow

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Iwaswokenupbysomeonewhowasshakingme

outofsleep.IamsotiredandIneedthissleepbut

thispersonisdisturbingme.

Me:"mmmh"

"Andiswawakeup"

Iopenedmyeyesslowlyblindedbythelightandtry

toadjustthembeforeIammetbydadwhois

lookingatme.

Me:"Dad"

Dad:"wakeupslowly.Zikhaliissleepingonyou"

InoddedandwokeupslowlyholdingZikhaliand



dadtookhimandwalkedawaytomyroom.I

yawnedbeforegettingoffthecouchandImademy

waytothekitchenanddranksomewater.Hecame

inandwehugged.

Dad:"IwasstartingtothinkIdon'thaveadaughter"

Me:"youdo.Howareyoudad?"

Dad:"Imissedyou"

Me:"Imissedyoutoo."

Webrokethehug.

Dad:"Jabulileiscomingnextweek"

Me:"ohmyGod.Sheisgoingtotormentme"

Welaughed.IloveauntyJabulile.Sheisthechilled

oneoutifeveryoneathome.Idishedupfordad.

Dad:"Aren'tyoueating?"

Me:"No.IwilleatafterIhaveseenNtethelelo"

Hefrowns.

Dad:"youarenotgoingoutside"

Me:"dad"



Dad:"heshouldcomein"

Me:"Ah"

Dad:"ImeanitAndiswa."

Me:"okok.Iwilltellhim"

Dad:"youbetter"

Me:"youarebitter"

Hepouteddandwelaughed.Imissedhimshame

.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Assoonasthestudentswalkedin.Iwasallsmiles.

ShewaswithherfriendwhoIdon'tknowwhat'sher

namebutshewaslaughingatsomethingIpresume

shehadsaid.Theygettotheirstationsandthey

starttowork.MyPAistakingnoteswhileIwalk

aroundandobserveatwhatandhowtheyaredoing



theirwork.Igettothegroupnexttomeandthey

aredoinganimpressivejob.

Me:"Keepupthegoodwork"

Girl:"(smiling)Thankyousir"

Iwalkedoff

PA:"Ireallyremarkableputtingthesekidsinabox

ofhowourworldisoperating."

Me:"theworldisrevolvingnow"

Shenods.IreachSiyamthanda'sgroupandIlookat

theirwork.

Me:"Whomadethechanges?"

Guy:"itwasSiyamthanda'sIdeatomakethe

changes"

Siyamthanda:"mainlybecauseofhowtheAndroid

issupposedtoadjustandfunctionasallhuman

limbs."

Ilookedather.

Me:"aword"



Siya:"But..."

Me:"Now"

Iwalkedoffgoingtomyoffice.Shefollowedright

in.

Me:"closethedoor"

Siya:"LookIamsorryifImessedupyoursmart

theorybut....."

Ikissedherlipsandsheoutherhandsonmy

shoulders.Ibrokethekiss.

Me:"Imissedyou"

Siyamthanda:"Iamrighthere"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Me:"Ijustkissedtouchingyou"

Siya:"OhMrKhumalo"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Ican'tkeepmyhandstomyself"

Siya:"tryplease.Justfor2hours"

Me:"takebathroombreaksandswingbyhere"



Siya:"IwillseeyouathomeAyanda"

Ikissedherlips.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shenodded.

.

.

.

*RAZOR*

Unathi:"causenothingiseverasitseems,butwith

youeverythingisexactlyanditmakesmegocrazy,

nanamybaby.It'sanhonourtoknowyou,sogladI

canholdyou.Whenyou'reclosetome........"

Me:"whatareyoumumbling?"

Unathi:"Iamsinging.Easyontheheadandyou

havebeendoingittoolong"

Me:"patience"

Unathi:"soclichecomingfromyou"



Me:"youaresayingIamabadperson"

Unathi:"youareaninterestingsomeonewith

interestingmoods"

Me:"Really?"

Unathi:"really.,Razorqedayhuu(razorfinishup)"

Me:"doyoueverseeyourselfgettingmarriedagain

?"

Ilookedather.Shebitherbottomlipandsighed.

Unathi:"Ioutmyexhusbandthroughtoomuch.I

don'twantanyrelationshipaftereverything"

Me:"mmmh"

Unathi:"anddon'tgetmarriedwithoutmeoutof

thisplace"

Me:"youwillstopitandbealldramatic"

Shegiggled.

Unathi:"Iwouldn't,imaginecomingdownthealter

andIbelike,Razorhowcouldyou?After

everything.Yousaidyouwouldwaitforme"



Welaughed.

Me:"AndthenIwilldragyouoffthatalterand..."

Unathi:"andwhat?"

Me:"iforgot.Nothing"

Ifinishedupandshesatup.

Me:"youlookbeautiful"

Unathi:"Iamstartingtolikemynaturalhairaswell.

"

Shetouchedherhead.

Me:"Iwillvisityou"

Unathi:"youshouldn't.Itwillbeweird"

Me:"how?"

Unathi:"Idon'tknowbutno"

Me:"Iwon'tlistentoyou"

Unathi:"foroncepleasedo,wehadanagreement

andnowyouarebendingit"

Me:"agreementschangeandrulesgetbroken!"



Unathi:"whyareyoushouting?"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Isaidcalmly

Unathi:"Weshouldsticktoouragreement"

Ipulledhertomeandkissedherandshe

responded.Iplacedheronmeandheldherwaist.

Me:"Idon'twantto"

Ikissedherneck.

Me:"Idon'twanttoleave"

Unathi:"go"

Shesaidsoftly.

Me:"Idon'twanttoleaveyouUnathi"

Mythroatwasburning.

Unathi:"wehavetogoourseperateways.Iam

sorry"

Shelookedatmeandhereyeswerebloody.I

noddedandgaveheraperk.

Me:"tillIseeyou"



Sheburiedherheadonmychestandcried.Ican

hearhertinysobs.Iheldherclosetomeand

breathedout.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*NTETHELELO*

IpackedLetho'sthingsinababybagandIpicked

herup.IreallyneedanannylikehowAndiswa

suggested.Iwalkedoutofthenurseryandwent

downthestairsbeforeIgotoutofthehouseandI

buckledherupinhercarchair.Iclosedthedoor

andwenttothefrontandgotinbeforedrivingoffto



Ayanda'shouse.Myphonevibratedanditwas

Andiswa.Itookmyphoneandcheckedthe

messageanditsaidweshouldmeetinside.Idon't

wanttoseeherfather.ThemanmaybequietbutI

knowhedoesn'tlikeme.IdroveintoAyanda's

houseandalreadyauntywaswaitingformewith

MamuBalu.Iparkedandtheyrushedtome.

Aunty:'angiyaziphelaMinakahlelenganeezalwa

umsangano(Idon'tknownthischildofyoursthat

isbornbyamentalcase)"

ShesaystakingLethowithhercarseat.

Me:"mychildisnotamentalcaseaunty"

Aunty:"angishongonjalo.Eyinawe

unkungikwinyisaamagama(Ididn'tsaythat.You

andputtingwordsinmymouth)"

Me:"everythingyou......"

Aunty:"weknowhowtotakecareofachild.Go

already"

Me:"thankyouaunty"

Iwalkedtothecarandgotinbeforedrivingoffto



Mamelodi

*ANDISWA*

IhadalreadysentNtetheleloamessagestatingthat

heshouldcomeinsidewhenhearrives.Iknowhe

readitjustdon'tknowhowhereceivedeverything

sinceeverythingissourbetweenourfamily's.Iwas

changingZikhali'snappyafterhisnap.Itwasa

reallylongone.Idisposedthenappyinaplastic.

HeonlypeedsotherewasnothingmessybeforeI

changedhimback.Itookhisbottlefromthewater

jugasIwasmakingitwarmsinceitwashotand

carriedhimandfedhimwhilewalkingout.

Me:"Babaguesswhohaswokenup"

Dad:"comehereAndiswa"

IwenttotheloungeandNtethelelowasalready

there.

Dad:"sitdown"

Isatdown.



Dad:"Iamsickandtiredofyouandthisboy's

uncertainlovestory"

Me:"dad....."

Dad:"don'tinterruptmeAndiswa"

IkeptquietandlookedatNtethelelowhowasgiving

dadattention.

Dad:"You"

HeturnedtoNtethelelo.

Dad:"Iwouldneverchoosewhomydaughter

shouldlovebutwithyou,youhavebroughtnothing

butpainandburdeninherlife.Youwereamarried

manyetyouusedmydaughterandbrokeherheart.

Youshouldhaveleftherlikethatifyouweregoing

tobringmorepainintoherlife.Shewasstabbedby

yourwifeforYOURfoolishness.Youimpregnated

herallatonce !!"

Heraisedhisvoiceabit.Dadhasneverhada

reasontoraisehisvoicebeforeevenifyouseethat

heshould,Iguessit'smessedup.

Dad:"AndiswamightnotrealiseitbutIdo,thatshe



mighthaveZikhalirightnow.Idon'tknowifit'syou

orThenextmanafteryouwhoshewilllove.But

onceshegetsmarriedandyouwantmorekidsshe

willfailtodosoandrememberthisifyouwillend

upinalifetimecommitmentthatit'sallyourfault!!

Don'tyouevenImeanevencareoncemakeherfeel

ashamedofitbecauseit'sallinyouandyour

foolishness.YoushouldhaveBenhonestwithher.

Andiswaisyoungandit'sherfirsttimeinlove.She

willbeconfusedandallbutyouhavedoneenough

damageandclaimtoloveher"

Ntethelelo:"IdoloveherMrBhengu"

Dad:"udotirubbishlowonaweuyazi!If

ubumthandangabeumtshelileukuthiuzingenelaini

ngimuthandananawe.(That'srubbishandyou

knowit!Ifyoulovedheryouwouldhavetoldher

whatsheisgoingintoifshefallsforyou)"

Me:"Babayehlisaumoya(dadcalmdown)"

Dad:"Iwon'tcalmdown.Asaparenttoseeyour

childtothroughsomuchbecauseofastrangerI

willnotcalmdown,Iwillnotletgoofhowmy



daughtercriesforamanwhodoesn'tappreciate

her.YouarebarrenbecauseofhimAndiswa,him

!!"

Me:"Dadit'senough"

Ilookedathimandtherewassilence.Hiseyes

wereglossyandhishandwasshaking.Hestoodup

andwalkedawayandIstoppedfeedingZikhaliand

helookedatme.IlookedatNtethelelobuthewas

lostinhisownthoughts.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Ididn'ttakebreakslikehowAyandasaidIshould.

HeisaverylikableguybutIdon'twanttogiveall

myheartonlytobehurtlikeTristan.It'sgonnatake

timeformetofullyopenuptohimandgivehim

Siyamthanda.

Sesethu:"wowteamitworks"

Me:"Andit'sjustthefingers"



Sesethu:"wewillgetthearmssoon"

Wetookoffourgogglesandpackedup.Ourtime

wasout.

Sesethu:"whenareyoucomingback?Imissyou"

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIwillbebacksoon"

Sesethu:"pleasebabes"

Herphonebeepsandshetakesitout.

Sesethu:"Ihavetogo.Mncwaa"

ShewalkedoutandIgiggled.Ifinishedupbefore

walkingoutliketherestIwenttotheelevatorand

gotin.IclosedmyeyeswhenIsawAyandainside.

Ayanda:"Iknewyouwouldtryandrunawayfrom

me"

Istoodnexttohim.

Me:"itwouldlookinappropriateleavingwithyou"

Ayanda:"youaremywomannjesoIdon'tseeyour

point"

Me:"youwon't"



Ayanda:"canIhavedinnerwithyou?"

Me:"where?"

Ayanda:"wewillgohomebutIwanttohavedinner

withyou"

Me:"uhmoksure."

Helooksatme.

Ayanda:"SiyamthandaIwillneverhurtyou.Iam

notTristanandIwon'tbehim.IamAyandaandI

loveyou."

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ayanda:"it'soktobecautiousbut.Don'tbescared.

Iamyourprotector"

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyouMntungwa"

Ayanda:"comehere."

Me:"theelevatorwillopenanysecond."

Hepressedabuttonanditstoppedandpulledme

tohim.



Ayanda:"IknowitmightmakeyoufeellikeIam

runningbutIcan'tcontainmyself.Iwishyouwere

mineforever"

Iwassilent.

Me:"PleasebegentleAyanda.Iwouldn'ttakeit

again."

Tearswereburningmyeyes.

Ayanda:"Iwon't.Iwon'thurtyouMakaSiyanda.

NgiyakuthandaMam'Khumalowami(Iloveyou

MrsKhumalo)"

Isighed.Hewipedmytearsandperkedmylips.

Ayanda:"trustme"

Inoddedandhuggedhimandhehuggedmeback.

.

.

.

[3dayslater]



*UNATHI*

Iwaslayingonthebedwhilelookingupatbottom

ofthisuncomfortablebedaboveme.Razorwas

releasedandwelastsaweachotherthatday.He

mademepromisealot.ThatIdon'tstopgoingto

thoseangergroupsandalsoIshouldkeepon

findingmyself.HesaidIshouldrememberIam

doingallofthistobettermyselforourdaughter.He

isright.Iwon'tstopbecauseIamdoingthisfor

Letho.Ichuckleathowheisstubbornatother

things.Heissoftyetrawandhardcore,Something

Ntetheleloneverwas.Iwanttorightmywrongs.I

havelearnedlittlethinginherethatallthatsparkles

willturndullorvanish.IamlayingherebecauseI

haveaheadacheabit.Ididdrinkwaterbutitwas

gettingmewoozysoIdecidedtorestabit.

"Barbiegal!"

OneoftheinmatescallsouttomebutIignore.

"Eyiwenangiyakubiza(heyyouIamcallingyou)"

AslaplandsonmyfaceandIsitupandshepulls



mebymyarmroughly,theotherinmatesare

shoutingsaying"MshayeMgezamshaye!!(hither

Mgezahither!)"

Mgeza:"nobodyguardnow.Dollface"

SheaimedformyneckbutIkickedherbeforeshe

slappedmeagain.

Mgeza:"whoareyouhitting!"

Shewashumminginforanotherone.

"Voetseklaphobhari!(pissofffool!)"

Ivomitedonthefloorandeveryonesteppedback.

Mgeza:"sies"

"Unathi!"

IfeltlightheadedbeforeIfaintedandIcouldhear

distantvoicesandcellsbeingopenbutIcouldn't

openmyeyes.Theyfeltveryheavy.Mythroatwas

sore.

"Unathi!"

Icouldn'tseewhowascallingmebutIcouldhear

theirdistantvoicebeforeIwascarriedfromthe



floor.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*NTETHELELO*

uncle:"uqinisilengalesisnqumoMfanawam?(Are

yousureaboutthisdecision?)"

Me:"YeboMalume(yesuncle)"

Dad:"umuntuuzoshonaininanibadalaKangaka(a

personwilldiewithyouallatthisage)"

Ilookedatthem.

Zamani:"Wecan'tstopNtethelelo"



Dad:"Iknow."

Me:"thankyou"

Uncle:"wejustdon'twanthistoryrepeatingitself"

Ayanda:"ehbohMntungwa"

Hegrabbedtheirattention.

Ayanda:"Namikukwabakhonaintokazi

engiyibonilekwaNtuli(Ihavealsoseenaflower

fromtheNtuligarden)"

Dad:"WoahImani.Nikhulumilenalama

Ntombazane?(Haveyoutalkedtothesegirls.?)"

Ayanda:"Wehavetouchedonthesubjectbefore.

Evenifit'snotofficialIjustwanttodorightbyher

beforesheslipsfrommyfingers."

IthinkAyandaisobsessedwithSiyamthanda.Not

inabadwaybutheloveshertoomuchthathe

wishestheycouldskipthedatingstagealready.

Dad:"OhNkosi"

Thelo:"letthembebaba"

Uncle2:"Asifuniukuhlazeka(wedon'twanttobe



embarrassed)"

Me:"Iwanttodorightbyher"

Dad:"Whendoyou'Both'sinceIshouldinclude

yourbrother."

HelookedatAyanda.Heisquietsmitten.

Dad:"whendoyouwantustogovisitthehouse

holdsofthesewomen.?"

Welookateachother.

Me:"Monthend."

Dad:"Ayanda"

Ayanda:"Same,thelettergoestotheBhengu's

firstbaba"

Uncle:"kantiukhethekhona?(Youchosefrom

there?)"

Henodded.

Dad:"kantiyiniinkingayenu?Inkingaphezulu

kwenye(Whatisbothofyoursproblem.?Trouble

overtrouble)"



Ayanda:"It'snottroublebaba.Ntetheleloloves

Andiswaandshehasshowntobethewomanhe

hasbeenlongingfor.IloveSiyamthandavery

much.Yesitwasunexpectedanditmayseem

rushedbutIdon'twanttododamagebeforeIdo

what'sright"

Dad:"whydon'tyouwait?"

Ayanda:"evenifIwaititwillstillbethesamelove.I

willstillwanttomakeherpartoftheKhumalo

family,sameasnow.Thereisnodifference"

Mbongeni:"thisIgonnabehard.Alreadytheyhate

usKhumalo'sbecauseofNtethelelo"

Ayanda:"thenlet'smakeitright.Let'sfixthe

tensionthatisthere.Iamnotwillingtoendthis

yearwithoutSiyamthandabeingaKhumalo"

Dad:"OwutheleMfanaokubabayo(Poursome

whiskyforme.)"

Zamanidoesandhandsittodadandhegulpsit

down.

Dad:"Thisisstressful"



Uncle:"wewillseewhenwegetthere.Iguesswe

shouldsendtheletters."

Me:"Thankyou"

Theystoodup.

Dad:"MamZobekuhambakanjaniebhodweni(how

isitgoingwiththecooking?)"

Theywalkedoff.

Zamani:"Ayandayouhaven'tevenfinisheda

monthwithSiyamthanda"

Me:"tellmeaboutit.Areyousure?"

Ayanda:"Very.Iloveher"

Thelo:"Justbuymemorewhisky"

Me:"youcanforgetthat"

Zamani:"Lastweekhemademebuytwobottles."

Ayanda:"metoo"

Thelo:"youoffered"

Weshookourheads.Ihopethisproposalwillbe

approvedandthatMrBhenguacceptsacowasan



apology.westoodupaswellandwenttojoininfor

dinner.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

AuntyJabulilewashereandIwassohappy.She

wasstuckonZikhalithewholetimeandIgotsome

timetorelax.Ihaven'tseenNtethelelosincethe

dayDadgavehimanearful.Igotoneaswellthat

daybutthenetmorningwemadeupandhuggedit

out.IamsoontogetmyresultsifIamgraduating

nextyearornot.AlsoDecemberisapproachingsoI

don'tknowhoweverythingwillworkout.Iwas

watchingsomeTVwhenauntyJabulilecamein

holdingZikhaliandsatnexttome.

Jabulile:"firebombnalentoyakho(Yourbabyisa

firebomb)"

Me:"auntyJabs"

Shelaughed



Jabulile:"Awuponindzena.(Babytalk)uyihlo

wakhomakeeyisdidinyanakodwaumuhle(your

fatherisabitofafoolbutyouarehandsome)"

Me:"Pleasedon'tsaythattomychild"

Jabulile:"oksorryke.Whereispinklips.?Ithought

youwerewithhim."

Me:"thatendedlongago.Itwasn'tworking"

Jabulile:"Isee."

MyphonebuzzedandItookitanditwasNtethelelo

.

Ntethelelo:"canIseeyou?"

Me:"Why?"

Iwasabitangry.Dayswithouttalking.Ididn'tsay

myfathershouldvoiceouthisfeelings.

Ntethelelo:"It'simportant.It'saboutusandour

littlefamily"

Me:"Ntethelelowearenotmarried.Wejusthavea

childtogetherandaredating"

Ntethelelo:"ok.CanIseeyou?"



Me:"sure"

Iputmyphoneaway.

Jabulile:"youlikeuglylikeyousuckedalemon"

Me:"NtethelelogoesMIAfordaysknowinghehas

achildthenhewantstoseeme"

Jabulile:"Maybetoexplainwhyhehasn'tbeen

takingtoyou"

Me:"Maybe"

MaybeIamjustbeingdramatic."

Jabulile:"isGenerationsplaying?"

Me:"noitstillthenews"

Shenodded.Zikhaliyawnedandwelookedathim.

Jabulile:"Iamgoingtoputhimdown."

Me:"thankyou"

Shewalkedoffwithhim.ItextedSiyamthanda.I

haven'ttalkedtoherinawhile.

Me:"Mzala(cousin)"

Siyamthanda:"Mzala.Howareyou?"



Me:"ishouldbeaskingyouthat"

Siyamthanda:"Uthandophelalwangishayakodwa

sengidlulile(lovehitmebutIhavepassedthat)"

Me:"Iamhappyforyou.Youdeservebetter"

Siyamthanda:"yescousin.EishIhavetogo"

Me:"fastso,Isenseaman"

Siyamthanda:"Noman.Musaukubhedawena

(don'tbesilly)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iamjustsaying"

Siyamthanda:"bye"

Me:"bye"

Ilockedmyphoneandwenttothekitchentodrink

somewater.Dadwasasleepalready.Hiswork

shiftshavebeenbusythisweeksoheneedssome

rest.

.

.



*SIYAMTHANDA*

Ifinishedcarryingonmyassignment.Iwashappy

withtheprogressIwasmakingbytheway.Aunty

KhulisiwewasatNtethelelo'shousesoIwasleft

withMamuBalu.Shewasinhercottage.Idecided

tobathandthenafterIgotdressedinmypyjamas

andgownandIwentdownthestairs.Ithink

TristanisoffmybackbecauseIhaven'tbeen

gettinganythreateningcallslikeanyotherabuser.

ImissthereslifebutIlikeithereaswell.Mom

wouldkillmeifshefindsoutIlivewithaman.I

makeasandwichformyselfandIdrinksomemilk.

It'squiet.ImissAyanda,Heisreallyagreatman.

Sogentleandsweetaswell.Hemakesmefeel

thingsIneverfeltbeforeandahugesmileisonmy

face.IlaughitoffandIstandupwiththedishes

andwalktothesink.Ishouldn'tcomparehimto

Tristan.Iamscaredbuthisgentlenessandlove

makesmewanttogivehimallofmebutIam

scared.IwashthedishesandIputthemaway,I

turnaroundandIstartcleaningthekitchenjustto



keepmyselfbusy.Justimaginemebeinga

MakaSiyanda.Ilaughonmyown

Me:"distantdream"

Isayandcarryoncleaning.

"Thinkingaboutme?"

Iturnedandhewalkedin.

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?"

Heperksmylipsandputthecarkeysonthe

counter.

Ayanda:"longenoughtoseeyousmile,laughand

say'distantdream'"

Isigh.Hedidn'thearwhatwasinmyheadIthink.

Me:"howwasyourday?"

Ayanda:"itwasok."

Hetakesthedishclothfrommyhandsandputiton

thecounter."

Ayanda:"cuddlingwithyouwillbewonderfultoday

"



Me:"ok"

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedupthestairs

switchingoffthelights.Wegottohisbedroomand

hestrippedoffhisclothesandhewasinhis

underwear.IclosedmyeyesandhechuckledandI

heardsomeshufflingbeforehetoldmeIcanopen

myeyes.Ididandlookedathi.Hewasinbriefs

now.Itookoffmygownandwegotinbedandhe

heldme.Therewassilenceforamoment.

Me:"whenamIleaving?Iamsureit'ssafenow"

Heissilent.

Ayanda:"Whatifthisweekwasourlastweektobe

together?"

Myheartwasbeatingfast.

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Ayanda:"justintheorythoughts.Justimagineit

,whatifIwasdyingfromsomethingandIhad

anweekwithyou"

Me:"Iwillbestrongforyou.Iwillspendmoments

withyouandmakingsureyourlastdaysfeelhappy



"

Ayanda:"whatifIdietomorrow?"

Me:"Iwouldtryspendingmomentswithyou"

Ayanda:"whatifIdieinanhour?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ayanda:"inasecond"

Mythroatwasburning

Me:"Ayandadon'ttalkaboutdeathplease"

Ayanda:"Iamjustasking"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"Iwouldn'tknowhowtomoveonfromit.It

wouldpainmesoverymuch,Pleaselet'sstop"

Ayanda:"Iamsorry"

Isniffed.Hepulledmeclosertohim.

Ayanda:"IamsorryMthanda..Ididn'tmeanto

makeyouemotional.IloveyouokandIwon'tdie

tillIamgrey"

Me:"IloveyoutoAyanda"



Iwasshaking.Heheldmetightly.

Ayanda:"shhh"

Ikeptonsniffing.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IwashedthedishesaftereatingandthenNtethelelo

sentamessagethatheisoutside.Itoldaunty

Jabulileandhesaidsheiswatchinghim.Ilaughed

andIwalkedoutandopenedthegate.Hewas

alreadystandingoutsidehiscar.Iapproachedhim

andwehuggedandheperkedmylips.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'sok.Ijustmissedyou"

Ntethelelo:"metoo.Let'sgetinthecar"

Wegotinthecarandtherewassilence.Real

silenceforabout20minutes.



Me:"Somethingwrong?"

Ntethelelo:"Imetupwithmyfamilytoday.My

uncle'sspecifically"

Me:"ok"

Heshiftedandlookedatme.Heheldmyhands.

Ntethelelo:"AndiswaIwanttobeyourhusband"

Me:"uhm....."

Ntethelelo:"Iwantustogetmarried."

Me:"iunderstandthat.Youhavesaidthat

countlesstimes."

Ntethelelo:"youaremakingmenervous"

Me:"sorry."

Ntethelelo:"(clearthroat)myfamilyissendinga

lettertoyourfamilyforyourhandinmarriage"

Me:"No(shocked)Ntethelelo"

Ijustlostwords.

Ntethelelo:"Iwantustobuildahomewithyouas

MrsKhumalo"



Me:"I...I...Ntethelelo"

Ididn'treallyknowwhattosay.Alotroamedinmy

mind.Onlysilencefilledthecar.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelo:"Andiswa"

Ilookedathim.

Ntethelelo:"saysomethingMaNgcolosi"



Ismiledandhedidthesame.

Me:"Ihearyouit'sjustIdidn'texpectit"

Ntethelelo:"wetalkedaboutit"

Me:"Iknow.Ijustdidn'texpectittohappenthis

year"

Ntethelelo:"Well....?"

Me:"IwouldlovetomarryyouMbulazi"

Thosedimples,theymadememelt.Heheldmy

cheeksandkissedmeandIresponded.

Ntethelelo:"Thankyou.IamsorryaboutthewayI

handledthingswithLetho"

Me:"iampastthatNtethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Iamstillsorry"

Me:"Westillneedtocarryontakingtherapy"

Ntethelelo:"Iagreejusthopeyourfatherdoesn't

rejectmyrequest"

Me:"metoo"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouSugarplum"



Me:"IloveyoutooMbulazi"

Westayedinthecarandtalkedaboutwhatwe

expectanddon'tneedfromeachother.Ican't

believeIamgoingtobepaidforandbesomeone's

wifeifeverythinggoeswell.IloveNtetheleloandI

don'tseeanyothermantoshareafuturewitheither

thanhim.

.

.

*UNATHI*

IopenedmyeyesandIlookedaroundmy

surroundingsandIwasstillinprison.Ithoughtthey

wouldtakemetothehospitalbutno.Theytookme

tothenurseandshegavemewaterandapilland

toldmetogosleep.Ithoughtit'safoodreaction.I

stillthinkso.Isatupandlookedbymysideand

thereweretwoladiesthatwerejustsittingand

chatting.Onestoodupandcametowardsme.The

restwereasleepbythelookofthings.



"Unathiright?"

Inodded.Shesatnexttome.

Her:"Noneedtoknowme.Justknowthereare

peoplekeepinganeyeonyou"

Me:"uhmthanks."

Her:"Youdon'tseemlikeaspecialcase"

Me:"Iamnot"

Shenoddedandstoodupbeforewalkingoff.Iput

myfeetdownandtryfeltabitshaky.Iheldthem

andsighed.Whatisgoingon?AtthistimeIwould

beinthiscellrightnow.IwouldbewithRazor,I

wastillinprisonbutitwasbetter.Ilaidbackonthe

bedandlookedup.Iwonderhowheisdoingout

there?Probablydoinggreat.IclosedmyeyesandI

slept.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*



Itwasmorning.Aringingphonewaswhatwokeme

upandthesunrayscontributedtomewakingup.I

slowlyremovedAyanda'sarmsaroundmeandI

rubbedmyeyesbeforesearchingforthatringing

phoneanditwasmine.ItookitanditwasAndiswa

andits6am.Godcan'tshesleep?Igroaned

beforeanswering.

Andiswa:"Mzala!!(cousin)"

Iremovedthephonefrommyearbeforeshebursts

it.

Me:"Mzalaumsindoekuseni(Cousin,suchnoise

inthemorning)"

AyandashiftedandfeltthatIhadremovedhis

handsandwrappedthemagain.AtleastIhadsatup.

Andiswa:"ItriedtocontainitbutIcan'tletsuch

newskillmeinside"

Me:"Goodorbad?"

Andiswa:"Amazingnews"

Me:"youaregraduating?"

Andiswa:"no,Idon'tknowyet.Theresultshaven't



comeout."

Me:"Malumegotatender?"

Andiswa:"NgaliphiibhizinisiSiyamthanda(with

whatbusinessSiyamthanda?)"

Me:"Youcanregisterone"

Andiswa:"It'saboutme"

Me:"youpregnant?"

Andiswa:"Siyamthanda!"

Me:"oksorry.Youcantalk"

Andiswa:"Iamgettingmarried"

Shesqueeled.

Me:"woahwhat!?"

AyandagroansandIshutmymouth

Andiswa:"Ntetheleloissendingaletterhome."

Me:"wowIamsohappyforyou"

Andiswa:"Iamhappytoo.Ilovehim"

Me:"youReallydo.YoustayedshameMinaI



wouldn'thave"

Andiswa:"whenyouaredeepinlove.Youwon'tsee

anotherpersontolovethantheoneInfrontofyou"

Me:"whendoyouknow?"

Andiswa:"Youjustknow,lookwenavisityour

momisthisside"

Me:"Iwill."

Andiswa:"gobacktosleep"

Igiggleandshehungup.Iputmyphonedown.

Ayanda:"Comesleepagain"

Me:"Idon'thavesleep"

Ayanda:"Warmmethen"

Me:"aren'tyouworkingtoday?"

Ayanda:"IwillseethatlaterSiyamthanda"

Inoddedandhepulledmetohim.

Ayanda:"Iloveyou"

Heclosedhiseyes.



Me:"I..."

Ikeptquiet.Iappreciatethathehasn'ttried

anythingtogetunderme.MaybeIshouldn'tbe

holdingmyselfbackandjustlovetheguy.Who

knows,maybeitwillbemybestlove.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwokeupinthemorningandmylegswereok.Ifelt

likeIwetmyselforsomethingwaswetandIlooked

undermeandmyjumpsuitwasbloody.Iamonmy

periodargh.Igotoffandtheotherslookedatme.

Onecalledthewardenandsheopenedupandtook

metogoandtakeashowerandchangeinto

anotherjumpsuit.Thebloodwasfulloffclotsand

wasaveryheavyflow.Maybethecontraceptiveis

havingahugeimpactonthisflow.Ifeltslight

crampsandIknewIwasonmyperiods.



Me:"Canwepassbythenurse?"

Thewardennoddedanddraggedmethere.Wegot

thereandthenursewasstillbusy.Thepainwas

unbearableatsomepointbutIdidn'twanttomake

itgettome.Igroanedwhilebendingandholding

mystomach.WefinallygottoseethenurseandI

wassatonthebed.

Nurse:"whatistheproblem?"

Me:"myflowhasalotofclotsandthepainus

unbearable"

Nurse:"bengingafuniukushoekuqalenikodwa

umithi(Ididn'twanttosayitbeforebutyouare

pregnant)"

Ilaughedthroughthepain.

Me:"itcan'tbe."

Nurse:"itcanbe."

Shelookedatthedoor.Itwasonlyus.

Nurse:"Thebabyiscomingoutnow."

Me:"ah!"



Thesharppaincameandshelaidmedownonthe

bedandtookoffmyjumpsuit.

Nurse:"itwillbeoverjustwait"

Me:"Whyareyoudoingthis?"

Isaidcrying.

Nurse:"Iamhelpingyougetridofaprisonbaby"

Igroanedinpain.

Nurse:"Sleep.Thisisthelasttimeyouget

pregnantinhere"

Itriedtoclosemyeyes.Therewaspaineverywhere.

Idon'tknowwhat'spainful,theservercrampsor

thatIamloosingthischild.YesIdidsayLethois

gonnabemylastchildbutneverinmylifehaveI

everthoughtofhavinganabortion.Thisisagainst

me.Icriedwhileholdingmystomach.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*UNATHI*

Iwassittingbythecornerofthecellcryingmyself.

IthoughtmaybeIwouldforgetafterbutthosepains

justcamefloodinginmymindandmakingmefeel

italsoinmyheart.Itinflicteditsobadly.Ididn't

knowwhattodowithmyself.Maybeit'sa

punishmentofwhatIdidtoAndiswa,whatI

inflictedonNtetheleloforyears.It'smypunishment

,IamnotsupposedtofeelthispainbuthereIam

feelingit10timesmore.Thenursemadesurethat

IshouldbequietaboutthisbutwhataboutRazor.I

knowweneverplannedofmegettingpregnantbut

heseemstodohaveasoftspotforkids.Ihave

seenhowhejustlovesmydaughterwithout

knowingherandalwaysinsistingthatit's'Our'

daughter.Iwasaloneandcold.Theotherswentto



theiractivitiesandIcouldn'tgotomygroup

becauseIdon'twanttobethereatthemoment.

"whyareyoualone?"

IsniffedandtriedtocomposemyselfwhileIwipe

mytears.

Me:"Iamnotfeelingwell"

Shewalkedin.StillIdon'tknowhername.The

wardenlockedthecellwheneveryonewasinand

wentonabouttheirbusiness.

Her:"Zikhiphani?(Whatiswrong?)"

Me:"Yindabaunendaba?(Whydoyoucare?)"

Her:"Idon't,butIwanttoknow"

Me:"Ineedtomakeaphonecall.It'simportant.Do

youthinkthewardenwillallowme.?"

Her:"gotry"

Inoddedandstoodupbeforemakingmywaytothe

warden.Itwasthestrictonetoday.

Me:"HicanImakeaphonecall?"



Sheturnedandlookedatmeupanddown.

Warden:"forwhat?"

Me:"Ineedtocallafamilymember.Myaunt

passedonsoIneedtohearhoweverythingis"

Warden:"thisisnohotelforCallsandcheckups"

Me:"pleasejustonecallandIwon'tbother."

Sheunclockedthecellandpulledmebymyarm

roughlyinastronggrip.

Warden:"don'ttryanything"

Shelockedupandwewalkedaway.Thepassages

weredrainingme.Thedullnessinthisplaceand

darknessfeltlikeitwastakingmysoulbitbybit.I

haveneverrealizedhowprisonissohorrible.Iam

justwonderinghowIwillsurvive.5yearsinhere.

WegetbythephonesandshepushesmeandI

reachedthephoneandtakeit.

Warden:"5minutes"

Iwasshaking.ItookthephoneandIlookedatit.I

amnotsureifIrememberanything.Ibitemy

bottomlipandtrytorememberwhathisnumberis



butIcouldn't.Iplacedthephoneback.Ibreathed

outandlittletearsleftmyeyes.Iwipedthemand

tookthephone.TrytorememberUnathi.I

searchedmyjumpsuitpocketsandfoundthe

number.Idon'tknowwhoitisbutIwilljusthaveto

try.Idialitandputthephoneonmyear.

Warden:"3minutes!"

Sheshouted.Itrangawhilebeforeitwasanswered

byafemalevoice.

Her:"Hello"

Me:"Uhmsorrymusthavebeenawrongnumber"

Her:"ohyesIguess"

"Ubanilowo?(Whoisthat.?)"

Her:"it'sawrongnumber"

Idon'tknowwhyIhaven'tdropped.Therewas

shufflingandthensomeonespoke

"Ringa(talk)"

Mythroatbecamedry.WhatwasIdoing?

Me:"Uhmit'sUnathi..."



Iheardadoorclosing.

Razor:"Unathi.Howareyou?Youok?Imissyou"

Igiggled,hewastalkingfast.Isniffed.

Razor:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Razor:"shouldIcometheretomorrow?"

Me:"uhmno."

Warden:"1minute!"

Me:"Ihavetobequick."

Razor:"youareworryingme."

Me:"don'tbe.UhmIwaspregnant"

Thereisabitofsilenceandmyheartskippedfast.

Razor:"whatdoyoumeanwas?"

Me:"imiscarried.Iamsorry"

Icried.Icouldhearhimcurse.

Me:"pleasedon'tcome.Justgrieveok.Ithought

youshouldknow."



Razor:"Unathi.."

Ihungupandheldontothephone.

Warden:"timesup.Let'sgo"

Shetakesmyarmanddraggedmeaway.Atleasthe

knows.Iprobablyshouldn'thavetoldhimbutI

wanthimtoknow.Frombeingmarriedintoa

traditionalfamilyIlearntthatcleansingisimportant

andmaybeRazor'sfamilybelievesthatandmaybe

hemightcleanseforourunbornbabytonothave

anybadluckinfuture.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IwasdonebathingandIwenttodisposethewater

beforewalkinginbackinsidethehouse.Iwentto

thelivingroomandauntyJabulilewaswatchingTV.

Me:"auntywami"

Jabulile:"wajabulaengathibakunikilenje(youare



sohappyliketheygaveittoyou)"

Me:"youhavestarted."

Sheshrugged.

Me:"youknowIcantalktoyouright?"

Jabulile:"yesyoucan."

Me:"Ntetheleloissendinghisfamily"

Jabulile:"for?"

Me:"amalobolo"

Jabulile:"unamanga.....YhhuuuMntakaBhuti

uyoshadaisqumama(youarelying.Mybrothers

childisgonnamarryastableman)"

Me:"thereyougoagain."

Jabulile:"HiswalletisoksoIhavetoexaggerate"

Me:"it'snotabouthismoney"

Jabulile:"Iknow.Iamhappyforyou.Thismanis

seriousaboutyouandheseemstoloveyou.Iknew

thatwhenIsawhim.Heisdoingrightbyyou"

Me:"yeah"



Jabulile:"marriageain'teasytrustme.Itisfilled

withalotofobstacles.IfyouthinkMjoloistook

much(laughs)whatuntilmarriage"

Me:"don'tscareme"

Jabulile:"Iamnot.Someofyourinlawswilllike

youandsomedon'tbutdon'ttakeeverythingthey

saytoheart.RememberNtethelelomarriedyoufor

areasonyoumarriedhimandnothisfamilybut

thatdoesn'tmeanyoushoulddisrespectthemas

well.Respectyourhusband.Youneedtotakecare

ofhimalwaysandIguessyouknowthebedroom

partbecauseIalwayspreachit"

Me:"true"

Jabulile:"ikhayanekhayalihlukilekodwakuya

ngaweukuthiulimisakanjanilike(eachandevery

householdisdifferent.Italldependsonyou,how

youbuildit)"

Me:"shouldn'twewaittilltheletterhasarrived?"

Jabulile:"youarestillhappyandrelaxed.Waituntil

thatletterreachesThulani"



Mystomachcringed

Me:"ohLordsaveme"

Shegiggled.

Jabulile:"don'tworryitwillbeok"

Me:"Ihopesoreally"

Jabulile:"letmegoandcheckonyourfirebomb"

Shestoodupandwalkedtomyroom.Ireallyhope

myfamilydoesn'tgiveusahardtime.Ireally

wouldlovetobeNtethelelo'swife.Ilovehim.

.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Hishandhasbeenonmybacksinceweentered

here.Ithasn'ttouchedmeinappropriatelyormade

meuncomfortablebutheismakingmefeelmushy

atthismoment.Thesteamfromtheshowerhead



waterismakingeverythinginherebeheated.Iam

facingtheshowertapsandIamscaredoflooking

athim.

Ayanda:"Mthanda"

Me:"Ayanda"

Ayanda:"Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Me:"IloveyoutooMntungwa"

ThatwasmysecondtimeandIamslowlyloving

whatIamsaying.Ismiledandgiggledabit.

Ayanda:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Iamlovingyou"

Ayanda:"isthatabadthing?"

Me:"no.....itfeelsweird."

Ayanda:"inabadway?"

Hishandgoestomywaist.

Me:"no.It'snot.Itfeelsgood"

Ayanda:"Iwanttomarryyouoneday"

Me:"wewillgetthere."



Iturnedtofacehimandoutmyhandsonhis

shoulders.

Me:"wewillgettherebabakaSiyanda"

Hesmiles.

Ayanda:"Doyouhaveschooltoday?"

Ne:"no"

Ayanda:"Iwantustospendthedaytogether

insides"

Me:"gooddecisionbecauseIamlazytogoout."

Hechucklesandholdsmyneckandweshareakiss.

Hishandslipsandgoestomybuttpullingme

closertohim.Idon'tknowwhat'swarmnow.The

waterorwhat'sbetweenmythighs.Icouldfeelhis

machinepokingmeandhegroansandpicksmeup

andIwrapmylegsaroundhiswaistandhepinsme

ontheshowerdoorandkissesmyneck.Heplays

withmynipplesandbreastsandIletoutasoft

moan.

Ayanda:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



.

.

.

Tobecontinued

FromnextweekWednesdayIwillpostinthe

afternoonsbecauseIamgoingbacktoschool.I

willpostoneinsertforGuluvaandmakeitlonger

thanitusuallyisandtwoformistress.Ihopethat's

goingtobeenoughandagreeable.Idon'tlike

schedulesreallysoIwon'tstartastrictone.Ifthis

goeswellbynextweekIwillpostmoreaswellifI

amnotoccupiedbyschoolworkbutIwillnot

abandonyou.

[09/17,18:40] :~Mistress~

Insert82

*SIYAMTHANDA*



Nothinghappenedintheshower.Wewerekissing

hereandthereandhewastouchingmybodybut

wedidn'tdoanythingandinsomewayIappreciate

it.Iamnotreadytogiveitupasyetandit'sstill

soon.TheonlythingAyandamentionedisthathe

wantshishandsandfingerstoknoweachand

everypartofmybody.Eventhedeepestscarsand

stretchmarks.Helovesallifthatanditmademe

fallforhimmore.Wewenttotheloungeandwest

onthecouchwithafleecebetweenus.Weopted

towatchsomehorrormoviesandnohesaidheis

notasnackpersonbutImadesandwichesforusto

eatonwhilewewerewatching.

Ayanda:"Idon'trememberthelasttimeIactually

watchedamovie"

Me:"metoo.IgetbusywithschoolworkalotIjust

don'thavetime"

Ayanda:"Ican'twaittoseeyouasaDr"

Me:"metoo.DrNtuli"

Ayanda:"HowdoesDrKhumalosound?"



Iblushedandhechuckled.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ayanda:"yoursmilesaysitall"

Irollmyeyesandhechuckles.Thedoorbellrang

andIsatup.

Ayanda:"Relax"

Me:"whatifit'syourfather?"

Ayanda:"thenit'sfine."

HestoodupandIputtheplatefullofsandwiches

downandhewenttothedoorandheopenedand

someguywalkedinwithalady.

Ayanda:"Dudeyoudon'thavetiming"

Guy:"Iknewyouwouldforgetthat'swhyIamhere"

Theywalkedin.

Guy:"ohIsee.Hi..."

Ayanda:"Lindowhatareyoudoinghere?"

Lindo:"IamLindo,thisisBubblesright?"

Hesaidlookingatthegirl.Hawudoesn'theknow



hisgirl'sname?

Girl:"(rollinghereyes)Bubele"

Lindo:"yesthat."

Me:"Siyamthanda"

Lindo:"Nice"

Ayanda:"Iwasaskingagain."

Lindo:"Didyouforgetabouttomorrow?"

Ayanda:"Whyisittomorrow?"

LindopunchedAyandaonhisshoulder.

Lindo:"Howcanyouforgetmyopening.

?Ntethelelocalledmeaskingthetimeandwena

youjustforgot"

Ayanda:"Fuck,sorryman.Mymindhasbeen

swamped."

Lindo:"Isee"

Istoodupandtooktheplate.

Me:"letmegogetsomebeverages"

Lindo:"noweareleaving.Wehavealottodo"



Ayanda:"IpromiseIwillcome"

Lindo:"youbetter.Oriwon'tbepresentwhenyou

getmarried."

Ayanda:"Iknowyouwouldcome"

Lindo:"whatever.NicetomeetyouNtombi

kamfwethueyiumzamile(mybrother'sgirlfriend.)"

Ayanda:"okyoucanleavenow"

Theywalkedoutandheclosedthedoorandturned

tome.

Me:"interestingperson"

Ayanda:"Don'tmindhim."

Inodded.

Ayanda:"wouldyouaccompanyme?"

Me:"iwouldn'tfitin"

Ayanda:"it'sjustapharmacyopening.Andiswa

willbethereIknow."

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtorockheels"

Hechuckledandcametomeandtooktheplate



frommyhandsandputitdownbeforeheperked

mylips.

Ayanda:"Idon'tcareifyoucanrocksneakers."

Me:"thatIcando"

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"thenwewillrockthemtogether,ifyougo

withme"

Me:"ok"

Helookedatme.

Ayanda:"youaregorgeous"

Me:"thankyou"

Iblushed.

.

.

.

*NURSE(PRISON)*



IhadanhourbeforeIhavetogettowork.Igota

callfromRazor,Ihaveknownhimforyearsmainly

becausehehasbeeninandoutofprisonalot.That

mandoesn'tdieeasilyandtheyhavetriedinside.I

havenursehisbruisesfrominsideanddidnurse

himbacktolifeonetime.Wesharedasexual

relationshipaswellandIwaslovingituntilthistime

aroundIwasn'thisinsidegirlbuthefoundan

inmatetobehissexuallover.Idon'tknowhowshe

fellpregnantIguesshehititrawwhichhehad

neverhadsexwithoutusingacondomsothatgot

mequestioning.Ihadtogetridofthatchildfast

beforeitcausedanyproblems.Theyshouldthank

me.IgottothestreetcornerwherehesaidIwillsee

himandIsawhisCarandIstoodbyit.Herolled

thewindowdown.

Razor:"Umeleni?(Whyareyoustanding?)"

Me:"aren'tyougoingtoopenthedoorforme?"

Razor:"thisisnotamovie.Getin"

IsighedandIopenedthedoorandIgotinandwore

aseatbeltbeforehestartedthecaranddroveoff.



Me:"whyamIhere?"

Ismiled.

Razor:"Shithappenedinprison"

Me:"whathappened?"

Razor:"Ilostachild"

Iswallowedandhelookedatme.

Me:"ohw"

Razor:"rememberUnathi?"

Iheldontomybag.

Me:"ye.....yesIrememberher."

Razor:"Shelostmychild"

Iswallowed.DoesheknowwhatIdid.Ofcausehe

does.Thebitchtoldhimhelosthischild.

Me:"Iamsorryforyourloss"

Razor:"youactlikeyoudidn'tknow"

Helooksatme.

Me:"I...I"



Razor:"thereisadumpingsitenearby.Icouldkill

youanddumpyouthere"

Me:"why?"

Razor:"Idon'tknow.Butmygutsaysyouhavea

handinitanditnevergoeswrong"

Me:"miscarriageshappen"

Razor:"Mmmh"

Iswallowed.Iwassweating.Ihopeheneverfinds

out.Ifanyoneshouldhavehischildit'sme.

Me:"imissedyou"

Itouchhiscrotchandheremovesmyhand.

Razor:"voetsek!"

Ikeptmyhandstomyself.

Me:"dropmeoffhere"

Razor:"IamgoingtoPrison"

ItightlynoddedknowingthatIamscared.

.

.



.

*UNATHI*

Ilookedtothegreywall.Iwasstuckinmywall.It's

notlikeIknewIwaspregnantbutIshouldjust

moveonright?IsighedandIfeltahandonmy

shoulder.Iturned

Her:"thewardenhasbeencallingoutforyou.You

haveavisitor"

Isatupandgotoffthebed.Maybeseeing

someone'sfacefromtheoutsidewilldomegood.I

hopeit'smombecauseImissher.Iwalked

towardsthewardenandshecuffedmebefore

lockingthecellandwewalkeddownthepassage.

Makingourwaytowhereeverwearegoing.We

weren'tgoingtowhereusuallyvisitorsmeetupwith

usinmates.Thewardenopenedthedoorandhe

turned.

Me:"canIgoback?"

Razor:"Unathi"



Me:"whatareyoudoinghere.?IthoughtIsaid

don'tturnback"

Razor:"leaveherforamoment"

Thewardenwalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Isank

downtothefloorandjustcried.Hecrouched

Infrontofmeandembracedme.

Razor:"Iamsorry"

Ihadhiccups.

Me:"youshouldn'tbehere.Pleasego"

Razor:"Iwon't.Youneedmeatthemoment."

Iheldontohimandcarriedoncrying.

Me:"Why,Ihaveneverwrongedherbutshe

decidedtodictatemybody"

Razor:"who?"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatter"

Razor:"itdoes.Thatwould'vebeenmyfirstchild

Unathiitdoesmatter."

Me:"what'sdoneisdone.Wecangoback.Wecan



makepeacewithit."

Heheldmycheeks

Razor:"lookatme.Unathi"

Idid.

Razor:"Itdoesmattertome.Idon'tlikeseeingyou

likethis.Youareevenloosingweight"

Me:"Iamnot"

Heplacedhisforeheadon!one."

Razor:"IwishyouwereoutalreadysoIcanhold

youandtellyouit'sok.Wewillmakeanotherone"

Ilaughedandsniffed.

Me:"NowayamIhavingaminiyou"

Hechuckled.

Razor:"youlookbeautifulwhenyousmile"

Me:"thankyou,forbeinghere"

Razor:"itwilltaketime"

Me:"thanks"



Heperkedmylipswhichturnedtoakiss.Hepicked

meupandIwrappedmyselfonhimandhebrokeit.

Razor:"lookatme"

Idid.

Razor:"Ilo...Iwillhelpyoubeok,ok?"

Inodded.It'slikehewasgoingtosaysomething

else.Irestedmyheadonhisshoulder.IthinkIam

fallingforhim.It'saverystrongfeelingbutIjust

havetogetridofit.Iamgladheishere.Imissed

himsomuchandIhavehadhorribledayswithout

himinside.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Ntethelelowasparkedupoutsidethehouse.He

saidheforgottoinformmethattheceremonyhe

wantsmetoaccompanyhimin,istomorrow.Iknow



hehastoldmebeforebutIwasn'tprepared.Aunty

JabulilesaidshewilllookafterZikhalisoIshould

goandhavefun.Iamthankfulforthat.Iwalkedout

withmybagandIgottohimandwesharedakiss.

Ntethelelo:"youlookbeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinandhe

closeditandwenttohissideandgotinbeforehe

droveoff.

Ntethelelo:"myfamilyhasalreadysenttheletter."

Me:"Iamsurebytomorrowtheywouldhave

informedme."

Ntethelelo:"Ihaditdraftedwaybefore.

Me:"soyouplannedthis?"

Ntethelelo:"Ihavealwaysplannedtomakeyoumy

wife"

Ismile

Me:"aren'tyousweetMbulazi"

Ntethelelo:"Iamverymuch."



Wegiggled.

Ntethelelo:"Ihavedecided."

Me:"yes"

Ntethelelo:"Idon'twantLethogoingtojailbutshe

canknowhermotherandwillvisitherfamilyaswell

"

Me:"that'sniceandbetterIguess."

Hekissedmyhand.

Ntethelelo:"Ihavetoputonmyhusbandhadsoon

"

Me:"noneed,sowhatarewegoingtodo?"

HeshruggedandIshookmyhead.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:40] :~Mistress~



Insert83

Iwaslookingatthebeautifuldressesinthis

boutique.It'samen'sandwomen'sclothes

boutique.Idon'tknowwhatIlovemore.Ntethelelo

orthisringinmyhand.Yep,hegotmearing

sayinghewantstomakeastatementtoeveryone

thatIamtaken.Iwillbeofficiallyofthemarket.I

didn'tseetheneedbutwhocanarguewithhim?

"CanIgetyouanythingmam?Champagneor

crackerstosnackonwhileyoulookaround?"

Iturnlettinggoofthisgreendress.Idon'tknow

whyIwaslookingatitanyway.Ilookatthewhite

neatwomaninfrontofme.Sheisbeautifuland

Petit.

Me:"champagne?"

Her:"yes,wehaveSparklingGoldVeuveClicquot

Champagne&Moet&ChandonBrutImperialRose"

Me:"soundsfancy"

Shechuckles.



Her:"itis.Pleasecomethiswayandtastebothof

themandseewhichoneissuitableforyou"

Me:"thatwouldbenice.Ihaveneverdrankbefore.

"

Her:"goodthingyouwillstartwiththerealdeal."

Igiggled.Shesnappedherfingersandaladycame

withtwowineglassesonatrayandcrackersneatly

putinabowelwithsomesauce.

Me:"Won'tfoodmessuptheclothes"

Her:"No.Everyoneisanadulthere"

Me:"Igetyou"

Shesmilesandhandsmeaglass.

Her:"Here"

Itooktheglassandshetaughtmehowtoholdit

properlyandIdrank.Ittastednice.

Me:"it'snice."

Her:"Itshould.It'sexpensive"

Me:"Howmuch?"



Itookanothersip.

Her:"youfirstneedtowiffthechampagneintoyour

nosedear.Smellitwhiletiltingtheglass."

Me:"thisiscomplicated.whatfor?"

Her:"Youcantellhowolditisandwhatyearitwas

made"

Me:"peoplecandothat?"

ShenoddedandgavemetheotherglassandIheld

itandtriedtosmellwithmynose.Ithendrank.I

don'tseethedifferencehere.

Me:"Ilovethemortandwantnot."

Her:"Moet&ChandonBrutImperialrose"

Me:"that"

Idrankthefirstoneandgulpeditandshetriedto

talkbutIdrankthesecondoneandmymouthwas

full.

Her:"patiencedear"

"Babyhaveyoufoundanythingtowear?"



IturnedtoNtetheleloandhefrowned.Iswallowed

andsmiledandhechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"IseeyouarelovingtheChampagne"

Me:"toomuch.Themort&Cheddar"

Ntethelelolaughed.

Me:"Don'tlaugh"

Lady:"Moet&ChandonMadam"

Me:"yeahwhatshesaid.Whatwasthefirstone?"

Lady:"SparklingGoldVeuveClicquotChampagne"

Ntethelelo:"youlikeit?"

Me:"Ido"

Ntethelelo:"Ok.Haveyoufoundadress"

Me:"isitformal?"

Ntethelelo:"Notnecessarilybutweshould."

Me:"Ifwearegonnagetplatformblockheels

becauseIcanonlywalkonthose."

Ntethelelo:"evenifyouwalkonyourcutefeet"



Thelayclearedherthroat

Lady:"thiswaymadam"

Me:"getmemoreofthatMortbabes"

Lady:"Moet"

Me:"longjourneyahead."

Lady:"yesmam"

Iwenttotakethegreendressandwenttoget

dressed.ItfittedmeperfectlyandIturnedand

lookedatmyselfinthemirror.

Me:"Mbulazi!"

Ntethelelo:"mmmh"

Me:"doyouwanttosee?"

Ntethelelo:"No.Iwanttobeblownaway"

Me:"it'sugly"

Ntethelelo:"changeit"

Me:"Iloveit"

Ntethelelo:"whatdoyoulove?"



Me:"thedress"

Ntethelelo:"didn'tyousayyouhate.Itaminuteago

?"

Me:"Ichangedmymind."

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"ok"

Itookoffthedressandchangedbacktomyclothes.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Sincethismannexttomeforgotabouthisfriend's

eventtomorrowIcouldn'tgowithmyBennyand

Betty.No.Ioptedtogotothemallandalready

havesomethingdecentonmyhairsinceIamgoing

withhim.IamreallyscaredbecauseIhavenever

beenatthesethings.Wearrivedatthemallandwe

gotoutofthecar.

Me:"IhopeifIseemomshedoesn'tseemeor



MalumeMelusi"

Ayanda:"why?"

Me:"Theywillkillusboth."

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"Iamreadytodieforyou"

Me:"Iamnot"

Hekissedmyhandwhenwearrivedinfrontofthe

salon.

Ayanda:"Iwillroamaroundthemall.Callmewhen

youaredone"

Me:"youwon'tstay?"

Ayanda:"womengossipsoIdon'twannabe

involvedandtheyaregivingmelooks"

Ilookedinsideandthisgayoneinashortwaved.I

laughed.

Ayanda:"letmeleave"

Me:"comeinnjeabitthenyouwillleave"

Hegroanedandwewalkedinandthegayoneran



tous.Iamsurehewinsthisplace.

Him:"Heyhey,IamNolocallmeNolly!!"

Heisloudandbubbly.

Me:"IamSiyamthandaandthisis....."

Ayandaclearedhisthroat.

Nolly:"Iknowmypeopleandyouain'toneofthem.

"

Me:"yes.It'smyfirsttimebeinghere"

Nolly:"andthehunkbehindyou?"

Ayanda:"okIamleaving"

Molly:"Woahbabywhereareyougoingfastso.

?Yourbrotherbathong,"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iwillseeyoulater"

AyandakissedmylipsbeforehewalkedoffandI

turnedtoNolly"

Nolly:"thegoodonesarealwaystaken.Tellmeare

youmarriedtohim?"



Me:"nowhy?"

Nolly:"heisstillavailablethen"

TheladiesherelaughedandIjoinedin.Iknowhow

AyandaissomuchofaZulumanhewouldnever

dateanotherman.

Nolly:"Comedear.YouheadneedsTLC"

Me:"ohw"

Itouchedmyhairandsatdownonachair.Itreally

needs.TLC"

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Westoppedbyattops.Ntethelelosaidhewillbuy

somechampagneformesinceIlikeitbutshouldn't

getusedtoit.Wewentforthemoet&chandonboy

wasitexpensiveformeifIwastobuyitwithmy

money.

Me:"letleaveitMntungwa"



Ntethelelo:"it'snotathousandrandstopworrying"

Me:"but....."

Ntethelelo:"youlikeit.Butnothing"

Me:"ok.Thankyou"

Wewenttothetillarea.

Ntethelelo:"Siyamthandawillbecomingwith

Ayanda"

Me:"whatishappeningwiththosetwo"

Ntethelelo:"theyaredating"

Me:"andyoudidn'ttellme?"

Ntethelelo:"itwasn'tmyplace"

Me:"wearegossipbuddiesnje"

Thetillladylaughed.

Ntethelelo:"ok.Iamsorry."

Me:"askingassheishappy"

Ntethelelo:"sheisandAyandaiscrazyabouther.

Hewouldn'tharmher."



Me:"Ihopeso"

Wetookthebottlesandwalkedout.Ntethelelo's

phonerangandheanswered.

Ntethelelo:"hello"

Helistenedattentively.

Ntethelelo:"haveyoutriedundressingher?"

Hewassilentagain.Wegotinthecar.

Ntethelelo:"ok.Wewillseetheprogressthen,bye"

Hehungupandsighed.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Ntethelelo:"Lethoisheatingup"

Me:"ohUmntanamiNkosiyam(mychildLord)"

Iclosedmymouthandlookedoutthecar.

Ntethelelo:"pleaselookatme."

Ilookedathim

Me:"Iamsorry.Ishouldn'thavesaidthat"

Ntethelelo:",Iamtheonewhoshouldbesorry.You



areamothertoLetho.Iamsorryforhurtingyour

feelings"

Me:"youdid"

Ntethelelo:"andIamsorryforthat"

Iheldhisfaceandkissedhim."

Me:"iforgiveyousthandwaSam"

HesmiledandIpokedhisdimples.

Ntethelelo:"Iwillhityou"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ntethelelo:"mxm"

Me:"ohit'slikethatnow?"

Ntethelelo:"wheretonext?"

Ne:"PretoriaEast.IwanttoseeLetho"

Ntethelelo:"ok"

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff."

.

.



.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:41] :~Mistress~

Insert84

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Theygotdonewithmyhair.It'snothingmuchbuta

stylishstraightback.Iwasverymuchsatisfied

withit.AyandawalkedinthesalonandNolly

jumpedtobeinfrontofhim.OknowIdon'tlikethis.

Istoodupthankingtheladywhodidmyhairand

wenttowardsthem.

Nolly:"Iamfindable"

Me:"let'sgo.Iamdone."

Ayanda:"Haveyoupaid?"

Me:"notyet"



Henodsandwegotothetillandpay.Afterthatwe

wenttobuysometakeawaybecauseaunty

Khulisiweisnotcominghomeeventodayand

Ayandainsistedweshould.Iwaslazytocook

todayanyway.WewerewaitingatSteersforour

ordersandIwasleaningnexttohim.

Ayanda:"doesn'tthathurt?"

Me:"abitbutit'sok."

Ayanda:"ifithurtsyou,Idon'tlikeit"

Igiggled.

Me:"Dramamuch"

MyeyesmovedaroundandtheysawTristan.I

reallycouldn'tbelieveit.Hewaswalkingwiththis

womanandhisdaughter.Iguesshemovedon.He

lookedmydirectionandinhiseyesitwasvisible

hate.

Ayanda:"ngikhulumanawe(Iamtalkingtoyou)"

Me:"sorryyouweresaying?"

Ayanda:"Howdoyoufeelaboutmarriage.?"



Me:"uhm..."

HelookedTristan'sdirection.

Ayanda:"Don'tworryabouthim."

Ibreathedoutandhelookedatme.

Ayanda:"somyquestion"

Me:"Whenithappensitwillhappen."

"Ordernumber203"

Me:"comelet'sgo"

Wewalkedtogocollectourorderandwentoff.I

amscaredofTristan.Heputmeinatraumatic

stateandIthoughtIwasrecoveringbutitseemsI

amgoingback.IlookatAyandaassoonasweget

inthecarandheopenssomemusic.Heisthekind

ofguysIhavealwaysprayedforandhopedfor.He

lovesallmyflawsandeverythingregardlessofmy

skincolour.Icouldseemanyconfusedfacesas

wewerewalkinginthemallbuthedidn'tcare.He

didn'tmindshowingoffthatIamhisgirlfriend.He

looksatmeassoonasourfavouritecomeson.

Ayanda:"anythingwrong?"



Me:"(smiling)no,thankyou"

Ayanda:"for?"

Me:"lovingme"

Ayanda:"Ishouldbethankingyouhere"

Ismiledandhestartedthecaranddroveoff.

.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

WearrivedatNtethelelo'shouseandIwasflying

outofthecarrushingtoseewhatiswrongwith

Letho.Iwaswelcomedwithababycryandmy

heartjustbroke.Iwalkedinfurtherandtherewas

Ntethelelo'sfamilyandIjustfroze.Ididn'tknow

whattodo.ShouldIturnandtellNtethelelototake

mehome?Heshouldhavewarnedmethathis

familyishere.

Me:"Sanibonani(greetings)"



Baba:"Unjanintokazi?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"Iamgoodbaba.Ihopeyouarewell"

Hesmiled.

Baba:"Iamwell"

Uncle:"uyenaMakotiloh?(Isthisourbride)"

Ismiledautomaticallyandwenttositnexttooneof

theaunt'swhowasholdingLetho.

Me:"canItakeher?"

Aunty:"sure,shehasbeenrestlessthewholeday"

Itookherinmyarmsandshewasreallyhot.Ihope

it'snothingserious.

Me:"'ifshedoesn'tgetwell.Weshouldtakeherto

thehospital"

Ntethelelowalkedin.

Ntethelelo:"It'slikeyouwillchooseLethooverme.

Helloeveryone"

Baba:"sinceyouarebothhere.Sitdown"

Ntethelelo:"whatdidwedo?"



Baba:"nothing.IwishAyandaandhissoonbride

areheretoaswell"

Me:"soonbridebaba?"

Ntetheleloclearedhisthroat.

Ntethelelo:"youcantalk"

Baba:"Marriageisnotforkids.It'stoughforus

evenatthisageattimes.Itrequiresalot,liesare

thefirstthingthatyoushouldn'tevenconsider

doinginmarriage.Thetruthalwayscomesout.

Secrets,youshouldn'tkeepsecretsfromeachother.

Thewomenwillcarryonwiththerest,whatIam

sayingisthatareyoubothsureaboutthedecision

youaretaking?"

Welookedateachother

Us:"yes"

Baba:"Idon'twantanyfamilymeetingssekuthiwa

niyahlukana(aboutseperating)"

Ntethelelo:"therewon'tbe"

Baba:"Good"



.

.

*UNATHI*

Iseperatedmyselffromhisembraceandlookedat

him.Heslightlysmiledbutyoucanseethatloosing

thischildbrokehiminaway.Iheldhischeek.He

needstoknowright?It'soveranddonewithsoI

won'tsayanything.Hetakesmyhandandkissesit.

Me:"Makemefeelbetter"

Ibitmybottomlipandhelookedatme.

Razor:"Howbetter?"

Me:"MakeLovetome."

Helookedatmeandkissedmyneck.

Razor:"youarefeelingpain"

Hekissedmyneck.

Razor:"Thisisnotthewaytonumbpain"

Me:"Iwanttofeelyouforthelasttime.Please"



Heheldmyneckandcarriedonkissingit.

Me:"Ngomane"

Razor:"Mmh"

Hesaidkissingmyneckandslowlyundressingme.

Me:"I...I"

HekissedmyneckslowlytillIwasnakedandhe

pickedmeupandIwrappedmylegsaroundhis

waist.

Razor:"yousurewantthis?"

Heplayedwithmyboobsandsuckingmynipple

andasmallmoanescapedmylips.Hisfingers

tracedmythighstillitreachedmytreasureandhe

entereditdeepinside.

Me:"Ah"

Imoanandhethrustsitslowlywhilekissingmy

neckaswell.

Razor:"CryifyouhavetoUnathi"

It'slikeheknewbecausetearsstreameddownmy

cheeksandthepleasurewasthere.Iwas



squirmingandheputmeonthetableandopened

mylegswide.

Razor:"wewilljustbequickbeforeanyonecomes"

Inodded.Quickyornot.AtleastIwillstillfeelhim.

Heunzipshispantsandpullsmeoverandenters

me.

Me:"Razor"

Razor:"Unathi"

Hesaidthrustinginme.

Me:"Iamsorry,I...Iloveyou"

HelookedintomyeyesandIcouldn'treadhim.I

wasscaredofhisreaction.Whyishenotpulling

outandwalkingoff.

Me:"(Softly)saysomething.Ifyoudon'tfeel

anythingit'sok"

Hewassilentlythrustingandlookingatme.Ibit

mybottomlippreventingtears.

.

.



*SIYAMTHANDA*

IwipedmymouthwiththetissueandIthrewitin

thepaperbag.Ayandawipedhishandsanddidthe

same

Me:"yourhousecreepsmeoutattimes."

Ayanda:",ourhouseandit'snotcreepyatall."

Me:"maybeit'sbecauseit'stoomuchforone

person."

Ayanda:"Ilivewiththreeotherpeople"

Me:"right"

Hechuckledandmyphonerang.ItwasKhuluza,I

missedhersomuchyho.

Me:"Khuluzawengane(forthekids)"

Ayandachuckled.

Khuluza:"Khuluza,Khuluzawomsangano.Ngifuna

ngifileNinaninoAndiswa(Khuluza,Khuluza.you

wantmedeadwithAndiswa)"



Me:",Nowhywouldwedothat?"

Khuluza:"What'swithyoutwoandtheseKhumalo

boys.IcanseeAndiswabutyouIneverexpected"

Me:"Khuluza...."

Khuluza:"holdonabit."

Shehungup

Ayanda:"what'swrong?"

Me:"mygrandmotherisangry"

Andiswacalledthistime.

Khuluza:"usumfakile?(Youputher?)"

Andiswa:"yesKhuluza"

Khuluza:"Siyamthanda"

Me:""Khulu"

Khulu:"putyourmotherinthesethings"

Iaddedmomandsheanswered.Wewerealltalking

now.Thismustbebig.

Mom:"Siyamthanda"



Me:"Mah"

Mom:"youaredating?"

Ikeptquiet.

Khuluza:"wearetalkingtoyou"

Me:"yes"

Khuluza:"withthatKhumaloboy?"

Isighed.

Me:"yes"

Them:"Heeh!"

Mom:"Nakhungiphathwaukufa(IthinkIam

havingadeathvirus)"

Khuluza:"ushukelawam(mydiabetes)"

Me:"Ilovehim"

Melusi:"AndiswaareyouawarethatNtethelelo

askedforyourhandinmarriage?"

Andiswa:"yesdad"

Melusi:"ok"



Hewassilent.Ithinkhehungup.

Khuluza:"(sighing)Wereceivednewsfromyour

father'sfamilythataKhumaloisaskingforyour

handinmarriage.Theywanttolobolamonthend"

Me:"ohw"

Mom:"uthiohw?Uthiohw?(Yousayohw,yousay

ohw)"

Ikeptquiet.Iwasjustdumbfounded.

Khuluza:"monthendIwantyoubothhere!"

Us:"yes"

ShehungupandIdidtooandlookedatAyanda.

Me:"Thereisalettersenthomefromyourfamily.

Knowanythingaboutthat?"

Helookedatme.

Ayanda:"ohIseeitwasdeliveredfast"

Hewipedhisfingers.

Me:"howlonghavewebeendating?"

Ayanda:"afewweeks"



Me:"andyoualreadythinkwearereadyfor

marriage?"

Iwaspissedoff.

Ayanda:"yes.Idon'tseeaprobleminusgetting

married."

Me:"Idon'tknowyouthatmuch.Wehaven'tdated

longAyandawecan'tjustjumpintomarriagelike

it'ssomecircus!"

Ayanda:"don'tshoutcalmdown"

Me:"uyangicasulayazi.Uyangicasulangempela

(youareirritatingmeyouknow?Youareirritating

meforreal)"

Ayanda:"MaybeIshouldhavetoldyouIam

sendingtheletter"

Me:"ornotatallAyanda!"

Ayanda:"don'tshoutSiyamthanda.Siyakhuluma

lah(wearetalking)"

Me:",Iamgoingbacktores"

Istoodup,hepulledmedown"



Ayanda:"let'stalk"

Me:",about?Youseemtomakedecisionsonyour

own"

Ayanda:'Iamwrongfornottellingyou"

Me:"youarerushingus"

Ayanda:"IsitbadtowantyouasMrsKhumalo?"

Me:"nobutnotnow"

Ayanda:"ok"

Helookeddown.Icalmdownaswell.

Me:"westillgottime"

Ayanda:"ok"

Me:"wewillgetmarriedoneday"

Ayanda:"comehere"

Isatonhimandheperkedmylips.

Ayanda:"canIatleastpayforyoulikeAndiswa.We

won'tgetmarriedthough"

Me:"IwillstillbeMrsyou"



Ayanda:"pleaseMthanda"

Hekissedmybreastsandkissedmyneck.

Ayanda:"MakaSiyanda"

Me:"mmmh"

Ayanda:"ngiyakucela(please)"

Iheldhisface.

Me:""ok"

Hesmiled

Ayanda:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wesharedakissandhelaidonhisbackonthe

carpet.Iwasontopofhim.Ismiledathimandhe

didthesamebeforewekissedoncemore.

.

.

*UNATHI*



Hedidn'tsayanything.Hedidn'trespondtillwe

bothcameandcleanedupourselves.Silencefilled

thewholeroomandhisphonerangbutheshutit

down.Ifisheddressingandturnedtohim.Ifeellike

afoolforstatinghowIfeelsincehehasbeensilent.

Me:"uhmthanksforthevisit"

Iwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Razor:"Unathi"

Istopped

Icouldhearhisfootstepsbeforeheheldmy

stomach.

Razor:"Ihopeitworksthistimeagain"

Iknewwhathement.

Me:"ifthenursewon'tgiverabortionpillsMaye"

Razor:"shewant?"

Me:"sheabortedourchild.Byerazor.ForgettingI

saidanythingok?"

Iknockedonthedoorandthewardenopensand

cuffsme.Heissilentandstillhisexpressionis



unreadable.AssoonasweareoutofsightIcry

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Irunmyhandsonthedresswhilelookingatmyself

onthemirror.Ilookedpresentableandgood.

AuntyJabulilewalkedinmybedroom.

Jabulile:"huh?Uwehloh?"

Igiggled.

Me:"yes"

Jabulile:"youlookmybrother'sdaughter"

Me:"thankyou"



Jabulile:"yourmaniswaitingforyou"

Me:"thankyouforbabysitting"

Jabulile:"Iloveyourfirebomb"

Igiggled.ItookmybagandImademywayoutthe

bedroomandwenttothelounge.IkissedZikhali

whowasondad'schest.

Dad:"don'tbringanotherbaby"

Me:"iwon't.Byeeveryone"

Jabulile:"TellSiyamthandaIwillhither"

Me:"Iwill."

Iwalkedoutandwentoutthegate.Ntethelelowas

standingbyhiscarinasuit.Iwasnotformal.Just

simpleandok.Hesmiledandhookedhisarm

aroundmywaistandgavemeaperkonthecheek.

Ntethelelo:"YoulookbeautifulMrsKhumalotobe"

Me:"Thankyou.Youlookhandsomeaswell"

Heopenedthedoor.

Ntethelelo:"shallwe?"



Me:"thankyou"

Igotinandhewenttohissideandgotinaswell.

Me:"AyandaandSiyamthandaareintrouble"

Ntethelelo:"wedidtellAyanda"

Me:"Iamgladheisnotplayingumntasekhaya(my

sister)"

Ntethelelo:"Wedon'tplayanyone"

Igavehimalookandheturnedtome.

Ntethelelo:"Ispoketoosoon?"

Me:"Very."

Ntethelelo:"letmekeepquietthen."

Me:"thatwillbehelpful"

Hekeptquiet.Heshouldn'tevenstartcausehewill

getamouthfull.

.

.

*AYANDA*



IwaslookingatmywatchwhileIwasroamingup

anddownthestairs.IamwaitingforSiyamthanda

andsheisskepticalaboutgoing.Iamgladshe

agreedformetopaylobola.Thatisenoughforme

tillshegetsherdreamwedding.

Me:"Baby!"

Ishoutfromdownthestairs.

Siya:"Iamscared.Imeanwearegoingtoan

opening"

Me:"Siyamthandawearegonnabelate"

Sheappearedfromthestairs.Ilookedatherand

shewalkeddownshyly.Shewaswearingasilver

sparklingdress.Itwasabovethekneeandasshe

walkedaslitwouldappearandWhiteairforces.

Herstraightbackwasveryneatandeverythingjust

madeherskinpop.Shedidn'tneedanymakeup.

SheFinallyreachedmeholdingherclutch.

Siya:"Ilookugly"

Me:"Wow"



Siya:"stopplayingAyanda.Idon'tevenhavemake

upon.Justlipgloss."

Me:"youdon'tneedmakeup"

Iwasaimingforherlipsbutshemovedback.

Siyamthanda.:"Let'sgomisterbeforeyouruinthis

"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Siya:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ikissedhercheekandhookedmyarmandshedid

thesameandwewalkedtothegarage.

Me:"Howisyourfamily?"

Siya:"theysaidtheywillseeusmonthend."

WegottomycarandIopenedthedoorforher.

Me:"howdoyoufeel?"

Siya:"nervous.Iknowitwillnotbeonpaperbut

wewillbeasgoodasmarried."

Shegotin.



Me:"Iwillneverhurtyouintentionally"

Siya:"Iknow"

Ismiledandclosedthedoorandwenttomyside

andIgotinbeforeIdroveoff.

.

.

[UNKOWN]

Dina:"Youweremovingon,whydoyouwanttogo

backtoyourpast?"

Me:"it'sunfinishedDina"

Dina:"Iwonderwhywemovedbackhere.Youhad

agreatlifeinParis.Youwereevenengaged."

Me:"icouldn'tgothroughwithit."

Dina:"allforwho?Ahighschoolsweetheart?"

Me:"youaremytwin.Youaresupposedto

understand."

Dina:"Iwon'tunderstandanythinghere



Sinamandla.Youarestartingafire"

ItookmypurpleMattlipstickandIapplieditonmy

lips.

Dina:"Sina"

Me:"justkeepquietifyoudon'thaveanything

positivetosayDinekile"

Shewalkedoutofthebedroom.Ipackedthesmall

stuffintomyclutchandItookmyphoneandI

lookedathisphoto.

Me:"Iamcomingforyou.Youarementtobe

mine"

IloggedoffInstagramandtookmycarkeysandI

walkedoutofmybedroom.

Me:"iwillseeyou"

ShelookedatmeandIwalkedout.Igotinmycar

anddroveofftotheopening.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



Me:"Ilovetheredwine"

Ntethelelo:"wearenotsupposedtodrinkmuch."

Me:"theDrssaidit'shealthy"

Ntethelelo:"oneglassbaby"

Inodded.SiyamthandaandAyandajoinedusand

theywerewearingthesamesneakers.Iknew

Siyamthandahadsomethingtodowiththat.Butit's

cute.Shehadaglassofwine.Everyonedoes.The

ownerofthepharmacystoodinfrontofit.Itwas

bigandmodernizedfromtheoutside.

Siya:"Idon'tfeelcomfortable"

Me:"drinkwine"

ShechuckledandAyandalookedatherandasked

herifsheisgoodandshenodded.

Lindo:"welcometoeveryonewhohasjoinedusin

thisverysuccessfuldaytowelcomeanewladderin

themedicalfield."

Everyoneclappedhands.



Lindo:"asweallknow.Hardworkpaysoff.Well

thisismysecondPharmacythatIwillbeopening.It

wasn'teasy.Ayandaknowsourstrugglesinvarsity

tobewherewearebutwealwaysmadeapromise

toworkhard.Sothatourwivesandkidswillenjoy

ourfruitsofhardworkinsatisfactoryandseeing

themhappy"

Everyonelightchuckled.

Me:"Ifeelabitlightheaded"

IwhisperedtoNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"maybeyoushouldstopthewine"

Igavehimmywineglass.

Lindo:"tosuccess"

Everyoneraisedtheirglasses.Iwasholdingonto

Ntethelelo.Heelsoundswereheardandweturned

andthisstunningpetitewomaninashortlikedress

androckingherheelscamesmiling.Sheraisedher

glass.

Her:"success"

Lindocuttheribbonandthecameraflashed.



Ntethelelo:"fuck"

Me:"don'ttellmethatisoneofyourex'sbecauseI

amgonnacutyouandhertryme."

Itookmywineandgulpeditdown.

Ntethelelo:"it'sAyanda'shighschoolsweetheart"

Hewhispered

Me:"what?"

Iturnedtoher.Andsheraisedherglassandmade

waytous.Idon'tknowwhereSiyamthandaand

Ayandawent.

Her:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"Sina"

Her:"longtimenoseebrother.Whoisthiscutie?"

Me:"doIlooklikeadoll?"

Idon'tlikeherauraatall.

Her:"ohmybad"

Me:"babyIamgoingtolookforAyandaandhis

wife"



Ntethelelolightchuckledandkissedmycheek.

Ntethelelo:"oksugarplum"

Iturned.

Her:"stilloffthemarket?"

Iswearthatboiledme.Iturned.

Me:"heisnottillhediessoanydreamsyouhadof

him.Getridofthemfast.Iamapsychosodon'ttry

me."

Iwalkedoff.Nxxx.Ayandawasstandingwithlindo

andSiyamthanda.Iwenttothem.

Me:"Ayanda!"

Heturned.

Me:"keepwatch"

Ayanda:"for?"

"HiAyanda"

Iswearit'slikethiswomanisheretoirritateme.

Therewassilence.

Siyamthanda:"uhmwhat'sgoingonhere?"



Shesmiledandstretchedherhandout.

Her:"Iamsinamandla,Ayanda'shighschoolex"

Siya:"ohthenuisance.Iheard.Iamhisfiance"

Theyhadgaze.

Her:"Istillhaveachancethen"

Theybothsarcasticallylaughed.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

Ayanda:"Mthanda"



Me:"mmh"

Ayanda:"Khulumanami,ngenzeni?(Talktome.

WhatdidIdo?)"

Me:"Yourexdoesn'trespectmeYazi.Whothehell

doeshethinksheiswith"Istillhaveachancethen

"Nx"

Ayanda:"IloveyouandSinaismylastbutyouare

myforever"

Me:"Iknow.NowIamwonderingwhereSiyanda

camefrom"

Ayanda:"Don'teven"

Me:"What?SheisSinawhatwhatandIamSiya

withyouit'sSiyandaso?"

Ayanda:"Maybeweshouldjustdropthewhole

namething"

Me:"yeah.Iamnotcomfortablewithitanymore"

Isighedandheopenedsomemusictoeasethe

mood.WeweregoingtoLindo'shouseforalittle

partycelebrationandIbetthatSinathingisthere.



"Don'teverwantyoutoleave

Don'tgonowhere(don'tleavemebaby)

Don'tleavemebabe(don'tleavemebaby)

Woah,oh,ooh

Oohboyletmekeepyouwarm

Youaretheman

Fillyouwiththesweetestlove

Alwaystheman..."

Ayanda:"Siyamthanda"

Me:"Mmmh"

Isaidlookingoutthewindow.

Ayanda:"youarestillgonnamarrymeright?"

Ismiled.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ayanda:"angizwa?(Excuseme?)Mthandayou

can'tpunishmeformypast"

Thecarstoppedinfrontoflindo'shouse.



Me:"thenyougottoputyourpastinitsplace"

Igotoutandhebreathedoutbeforecomingout.

Hecamebymysideandtookmyhand.

Ayanda:"Don'tworry.Iwilloutalotofthingsin

theirplace"

Me:"like?"

Hekeptquiet.Wewalkedinsideandtherewere

peoplewalkingaroundcateringeveryonewhowas

talkingandmingling.IsawthatSinawomanand

shesmiledfromadistanceandcametowardsus.

Me:"WhateverhappensAyanda.Imeanit,make

sureyourpantsarezippedupbecausewedon't

wantanyfoolishmistakes."

Igavehimaneye.

Ayanda:"itwon'thappenbaby"

Me:"mmmh"

Sina:"Ithoughtyouwouldn'tcome"

Ayanda:"WhatareyoudoinghereSinamandla?"

Sina:"hawu.Iamheretosupportafriend"



Ayanda:"thenwhyareyouInfrontofmeandmy

wife"

Sina:"fiancee"

Me:"you-

Ayanda:"Lalelalahngobaengathi

wawungayizwangangesngisisakho.PhumaKimi

,angifuniuk'kbonaphambikobusobamior

unkosikaziwami.Ngikenakancanengizwe

mgephungalakhoeduzekuzomoshakala

siyezwana?(Listenherebecauseitseemslikeyou

didn'thearmeinyourEnglish.Fuckoff,Idon't

wanttoseeyouorbeInfrontofmywife.IfI,even

theslightestchanceIsmellyoucloseby.Itwillget

uglyyouhearme?)"

Shewassilent.Ismiled,YesAyandaputherinher

place.

Ayanda:"(steppingcloser)Ngiyakulimaza(Iam

talking)youhearmeSinamandla!?"

Everyonewaslookingatus.

Sina:"Crystal"



Ayanda:"Voetsek"

Shewalkedoffandhetookmyhand.

Ayanda:"Let'sgo.Mymoodjustwentdown"

Inoddedandwebidfarewelltolindobeforewe

walkedout.

Me:"Thatlastsstatementwasharsh"

Ayanda:"sheshouldknowherlane"

Me:"ok"

Heopenedthedoorforme.

Me:"butwearehereforlindo,sheshouldn'truin

yourmood."

Ayanda:"it'sanexcusetobewithyouatthe

moment"

Ismiled

Me:"let'sgothen"

Heclosedthedoorandwenttohissideandgotin

beforehedroveoff.

.



.

.

*ANDISWA*

IheardabitonwhatAyandasaidandit'sgoodthat

hestooduptohisex.Wedon'twantbulliedpasts

butsomethingtellsmeshewon'tstop.

Ntethelelo:"Howdoyoufeel?"

Me:"abitnauseatedbutIwillbeok."

Ntethelelo:"wecango.Idon'twanttotakearisk"

Me:"IamnotdyingMbulazi.Iwillbefine.Let's

findaplacetosit."

Hetookmyhand.

Ntethelelo:"ifyouarenotbetterlaterthenweare

leaving"

Me:"Iamno-"

Westopped.

Ntethelelo:"what'swrong?"



IfeltlikevomitingandIrantothenearestplantpot

andvomited.

Ntethelelo:"ok.Wearegoing"

Lindo:"someonepleasethrowthepotaway"

Me:"sorrylindo"

Lindo:"it'sok"

NtethelelopickedmeupandIheldontohim.

Me:"Ifeelbetternow"

Ntethelelo:"wearegoingstillAndiswa"

Icouldn'tfightwithhimwhenhehassaidthat.I

closedmyeyesstillnauseatedwhileholdingonto

him.

.

.

.

*SINAMANDLA*

ThewayAyandatalkedtome,gottome.Hehas



nevertalkedtomelikethatever,what'ssospecial

aboutherreally.OnethingIknowisthatiwillnot

giveuponAyanda.Ismiledatmyselfthinkingofa

plantogethim.Isippedonmywineandlooked

withintheminglingcrowd.

Me:"iamtheonlyonewhoismenttobeMrs

AyandaKhumalo,Justletherhaveherlittletaste

oncemorebeforeyoutakeitforever."

Ichuckledandcarriedonsippingmywine.Ilooked

attheglassandtastedagain.

Me:"DeTraffordRed,myfavourite"

Iwalkedofftogoandjointhecrowd.

.

.

*MERCY*

IwasonmykneesVomitinginthetoilet.Tearsleft

myeyesasmythroatwasburning,Ifeelhopeless

atthemoment.Idon'tknowwhattodoorsay.The

vomitcomesbackupandIputmyheadinthetoilet



andIvomitoncemore.Tearsstreameddown

moreandIheldmychest.Iflushthetoiletand

standupandgobrushmyteethonthesinkand

alsomyface.Ihearhimcallingoutformeandmy

chestpains,Doeslovehavetohurtmethismuch?

Idoubtit'ssupposedtofeellikethis.

"BabyIamhome"

Islowlymademywayoutofthebathroomand

wenttothebedandsatonit.Iwasfeelingweak

andmykneeswereshaking.

Sandile:"Howareyoufeeling?WhatdidtheDrsay

?"

Isniffed.Hetriedtogetclose.

Me:"don'tcomenear"

Sandile:"Areyouok?"

Ishookmyheadandlookeddown.Icouldn'tlook

himintheeye.

Me:"theDrdidatestonme."

Hekeptquiet



Me:"Iampregnant"

Sandile:"That'sgreatnews.Thankyoubaby"

Hesteppedcloserandengulfedmeinahug.

Sandile:"shhdon'tworry.Iamhere.Iamalways

here."

AsobchockedmeandIpushedhimawayfromme.

Me:"IamHIVpositivetoosandile"

Hewassilentagain.Ilookedathim.

Me:"whowasshe?"

Hewasstillsilent.Igotupandstartedpunching

himwithmylittlefistscrying

Me:"Whydoyoulovehurtingme!?Whydoyou

likeseeingmehurt?!"

HeheldmyhandstogetherandIfeltweakand

defeated.Iwentdownonmybuttandcriedmyeye

ballsout.

Me:"whydoyoulovehurtingme?"

Sandile:"(teary)babyIamsorry."



Me:"sandileyouinfectedme!Ihavenevercheated

onyoubutyoudidandinfectedmeintheprocess.I

thoughtyoulovedme"

Sandile:"Ido.IdoMercyandIamsorry"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Idon'twanttoseeyourfaceatthemoment"

Sandile:"Mercy"

Me:"getoutSandile,getout!"

Ishoutedandhestoodupandmadehiswayout

wipinghistears.Ilaidonthefloorandscreamed

whilecrying.Mythroatwasintheurgetoletitall

out.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*MERCY*

Icouldn'tstopcrying,Iknowitwon'thelpbutIwish

Icanhavemymotheratthemoment.Iwishthat

thiswasalljustadream.Thisisthebiggest

betrayalSandilehaseverdonetomeandIdon't

knowhowIamgoingtocomebackfromit.Ifelt

coldsuddenlyandIwasshakingwhilecrying.I

vomitedonthefloorunexpectedly.Iwipedmy

mouthandstoodupandwenttogetmyphone.My

stomachwasfeelingcrampsandIwasshakingin

tears.Ipressedthenumberanditrangaonce

beforeitwasanswered.

"Hello"

Me:"Iamnotfeelingwell.Pleasecomeback"

Sandile:"Iamonmyway"

Inoddedandhungup.Imademywaytothe

bathroomandtookatowelandIwenttocleanup



thevomitandthenopenedthebathtubformewith

coldwaterandIsunkmyselfinside.Icarriedon

shakingandcrying.

.

*NTETHELELO*

Eversincewegotbackfromthepartysheisasleep.

Verypeacefulaswell.Iwouldcheckuponhera

coupleoftimesandthengoouttoeveryone.

Aunty:"Shouldn'tyoubothwaittilltheLobolais

paidbeforeyoudosleepovers?"

Me:"AyandaandSiyamthanda?"

Aunty:"Iwillinformthem"

Dad:"weareleavingtomorrow"

Me:"ohok"

Henodded.

Mom:"Howisshefeeling?"

Me:"sheisstillasleepbutIwilltakehertotheDr



tomorrow."

Aunty:"why?"

Me:"Idon'tknowmaybesheispregnantwho

knows"

Mom:"isthatpossible?"

Dad:"youcan'tshootyourspermsontheground

forasecond?"

Me:"awarenotsuredad"

Dad:"God"

Hewalkedoff.

Mom:"ifgodswantyoutohaveachildthenyou

will"

Ismiled

Me:"thankyou"

Aunty:"yourkidsarenotevenoneyearyet"

Me:"wewilljusthavetohearfromtheDr"

Mom:"comeeat"

Me:"Iwill"



Shenoddedandwalkedoff.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

IopenedmyeyesandIwasinNtethelelo'sroom.I

slowlygotoffthebedandIfeltnauseousanddizzy.

IhadanurgetovomitandItriedtorushmyway

intothebathroomandIdid.Iwentonmyknees

andIvomitedintheToilet.Iheardthedooropen.

"Sugarplum"

IkeptQuiet.Icouldhearhimsoftlythough.Wasn't

sureifIwasbeingcalledornot.Ifeltahandonmy

shoulder.

Me:"mmh"

IlookeduptoNtethelelo.

Ntethelelo:"Iaskedifyouareok?"

Ishookmyheadandheflushedthetoiletand

closedit.Hesatontheseat.



Ntethelelo:"comehere."

Igotupandsayonhislapwithmyheadonhis

chest.

Ntethelelo:"ifyouarenotfeelingbettertomorrow.I

willtakeyoutotheDr"

Me:"Idon'tthinkitwillbenecessary"

Ntethelelo:"whenitinvolvesyourhealthitis"

Me:"ok."

Hekissedmyforeheadandwrappedhisarms

aroundme.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Westayedlikethatinsilence.

.

.

*MERCY*

Igotoutofthebathtubandwrappedmyselfina



towelbeforelayingonthebed.Iwaswaitingfor

himtocomeandthefeelingwasworse .Iheardthe

dooropeningandHemadehiswayinrushingand

pickedmeupfromthebed.Iheldontohimandhe

rushedout.NowordsweresaidandIdon'tthinkI

havetheenergytosayanything.

Sandile:"youareshaking"

Ididn'tsayanythingbutheplacedmeinthecarand

gottothedriver'sseatanddroveoff.Iheldonto

myselffordearlife.Thehurtcan'tbecomparedto

anything.

.

.

*SINAMANDLA*

Iwalkedinourapartmentlockingmyheelsoffand

throwingmybagonthecouchnexttoDinaandshe

turnstolookatme.

Dina:"Howwastheopening?"

Me:"itwasgood.AndIsawAyanda"



Shenodded.Shealwaysactsliketheperfectone.

Me:"Boyishehandsome"

Dina:"Boyareyouselfish"

Me:"what?"

Dina:"justbecausehetreatedyourightandnowhe

isrichyouwanthim?"

Me:"hewasafarmboybackthen"

Sheshookherhead.Isatnexttoher.

Me:"orstopitDina,IwantAyandaandIwillhave

himwithorwithouthisfiancee"

Dina:"Omobe(youareevil)"

Me:"khaohanale'na(leavemealone)"

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedoff.Mxm

Me:"Kemangeanahananghoreoetsalinthotse

betere?(whodoesshethinksheisactingallbetter

?)"

Dina:"Keutloilejoalo!(Iheardthat.!)"

Me:"uneuikemiselitsehoutloaseo!(Youwere



menttohearthat!)"

Iclickedmytongue.shemustn'tboreme.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Siya:"foodisserved"

Iputtheremotedownandshegavemethetray.

Me:"Iwassotemptedtogoandeatyouandthe

foodup."

Siya:"Iamgladyoufoughttemptation"

Ichuckled.Shesatdownnexttomeandtherewas

silence.

Me:"IloveyouSiyamthanda.IreallydoandI

wouldn'tsurviveloosingyou.Icouldn'twhenyou

werewithanotherman"

Siyamthanda:"youwon'tifyourexstayswhereshe



is"

Me:"Sinaisgoaldrivenandshewon'tstopat

nothing"

Siya:"hayiAyanda"

Shelookedatme.

Siya:"Iamnotreadytobekilled"

Me:"shewon'tkillyou.SheInotsick.Sheisjust

driven.Whenshewantssomethingshewantsit"

Siya:"IguesstwocanplaythatgamebecauseI

wantyou"

Ismiled.

Siya:"stopsmiling."

Me:"whydoyouwantme?"

Siya:"BecauseIhavelearnedtoloveyouandI

can'tseeSiyamthanda&AyandawithoutAyanda"

Me:"andIcan'tseeMewithouttheMrs"

Welaughedandsheperkedmylips.

Siya:"shecanbringit."



Ishookmyheadchuckling.

Me:"Ididn'tknowthisside"

Shegiggledlightly.SoIamgonnamarrythisone

day?Ifeelsolucky.Ourkidsarelucky.NoIamthe

luckyonehere.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Iwokeupandrantothebathroomandvomitedin

thetoilet.YesterdayIdidn'thaveapeacefulnight.I

wasfeelingnauseated.Hecameinandflushedthe

toiletbeforehecarriedmeupandopenedthe

showerandstrippedmeanhimselfandwetooka

showertogether.Afteronewebrushedourteeth



anddressedmbjnsomeofmyclothesIlefthere.

Me:"Wherearewegoing?"

Ntethelelo:"thethedr"

Me:"IthinkIamok"

Ntethelelo:"IamnottakingchancesAndiswa."

Inoddedandhetookhiscarkeysaftermakingthe

bed.Hetookmyhandandwewalkedout.Wewent

downthestairsandwegreetedandinformedwe

aregoingtotheDr.Wewalkedoutandgotinthe

car.Hedroveoffanditwassilentinside.

Me:"HowisAyandaafteryesterday?"

Ntethelelo:"Ihaven'tcheckedhimyet.ButIam

sureheisfine"

Inodded.

Ntethelelo:"cannotbemonthendalready?"

Me:"ican'twait"

Ntethelelo:"IloveyouAndiswa"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Heheldmyhand.IjustgotsickrecentlysoIdon't

knowwhyNtetheleloisstressing.

.

.

*SINAMANDLA*

aftershoweringIwenttothekitchenandIfound

Dinapackingupherstuffforwork.Ilookedather

rushingaround.

Dina:"uankhathatsa(youaremakingme

uncomfortable)"

Me:"IloveAyandaDinaandleuenauatseba(and

youalsoknow)"

Dina:"Idon't.Youarejustusingtheguyforyour

selfishreasons.LeavehimSina"

Shesaiddoingtheworkvigrously

Me:"Hauutloisise(youdon'tunderstand)"

Dina:"IunderstandverywellSina."



Shewalkedoff.Igroaned,whydoesshekeepon

beingmyenemy.IwillgetAyanda.

.

.

*MERCY*

IopenedmyeyesandIwasinthehospital.Icould

hearthebeepingsoundsandsmelltheclining

sprays.IlookedatmysideandSandilewas

sleepingthere.Iwasangrythathedidn'tevenonce

thinkhowIwouldfeelaboutthis.Hedidn'tprotect

me.Isobandthatwokehimup.

Sandile:"howareyoufeeling?"

ICarrieoncrying

Sandile:"calmdown.Itnotgoodforyoutocry.Let

megettheDr"

HewalkedoutandIwipedmytears.Isatthereand

theDrwalkedinwithhim.

Dr:"ohmypatientIamgladthatyouareawake."



Me:"thanks"

Dr:"wedidthebloodtestsandyourhusbandalso

informeduswithyoursituation."

Inodded.

Dr:"haveyoustartedtakingyourART's?"

Me:"Ididnotlongthough."

Dr:"right?Wellthereasonwhyyouaregettingsick

isbecausetheART's"

Inoddedthoughmymindisn'there.

Dr:"HIVdrugscansometimeshaveit'sside

effects.Sometimescausenauseaandvomiting.

Thisismorecommonwhenyoufirstbegintaking

them.Ifyouarepregnant,though,suchsideeffects

canpresentextraproblemswithmorningsickness

andadherence."

Me:"oh"

Dr:"yes,Youmightfeelmoretiredthanusual.This

isalsotobeexpected,especiallyifyouarestarting

ARTandpregnantatthesametime.Anaemiacan

causetiredness.Itisaverycommonsideeffectof



bothHIVandpregnancy.Itisalsocommonwith

AZT,whichiswhythisdrugisnowrarelyused.A

simplebloodtestchecksforthis.Ifyouhave

anaemiayoumightneedtotakeironsupplements.

FornowImightprescribeantinauseadrugs"

Me:"thankyou"

Dr:"youarewelcome.Iwillcomeandcheckupon

youlater"

Heturnedandmadehiswayout.Ijustfacedthe

othersideandheardhimsigh.Tearsdroppedfrom

myeyes.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

WegottotheDrandsignedupatthereception.It

wasmyfirsttimebeingheresoIhadtofillin

somethings.Afterthatwesatdowninsilentjust

thinking.

Me:"Ican'tbepregnant.It'simpossible"



Ntethelelo:"noonesaidit'simpossible"

Inodded.

Ntethelelo:"it's.Ok"

Me:"youaredead"

Hechuckled.

"MsBhengu"

IstoodupandsoasNtethelelo,wemadeourway

insidetheDrsoffice.Hestoodupandweshook

handswithhim.

Dr:"IamDrKante"

Us:"nicetomeetyou"

Wesatdownafterhefesteredthatwedo.

Dr:"whatseemstobetheproblem?"

Me:"ihavebeenvomitinglatelyandnauseatedas

well.SometimesIwouldhearthevoicesfaint."

Ntethelelo:"wesuspectit'spregnancy"

Heheldmyhand.

Dr:"pleasegoandurinateinthiscupandbringit



back"

InoddedandthenafterIstoodupandtookthecup

andmademywaytothebathroomandIwentto

peeinthecup.Icamebackandgaveittohimand

heputastickinit.

Dr:"Haveyoubeensickrecently?"

Me:"inwhichway?"

Dr:"flueorfever?"

Me:"yesIhavebeen"

Henoddedandwroteitdownandwewaitedand

thenhetookoutthestick.

Dr:"youarenotpregnantbutIwilltakeablood

sampleandforittobetestedandseeifyoureally

areornotbutmyassumptionsaysyouhave

Labyrinthitis"

Me:"Labyrinthitis?"

Dr:"yes

Labyrinthitisisusuallytriggeredbyaninfection,

suchasacoldorflu.yourvomitingisaccompanied



bydizzinessandafeelingofspinningitmaybe

causedbyaninnerearinfectioncalledlabyrinthitis.

Theywillusuallyimproveoverafewdays."

Me:"oh,soit'streatable?"

Dr:"definitely,itistreatable.Iwillprescribe

medicationforyoutotakeforthetimebeing"

Me:"okthankyou"

IlookedatNtetheleloandIknowIshouldbehappyI

amnotpregnantbutjustthethoughtandhopethat

Istillcanconvincewasthere.

Me:"it'sok"

Hefaintlysmiled."

.

.

Tobecontinued
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[AFEWWEEKSLATER]

Iamnervous.Idon'tknowhowtofeelandsoas

Siyamthanda,Nhlanzekoisalsoherewithourother

distantcousinsaswell.AuntyJabulile,momand

andMancaneareatthekitchenIpresume.Itryto

listentoanythingthatissaidintheothersidebut

nothingisheard.MyLabyrinthitisistreatableifI

maysay.Ihaven'tvomitedandgottennauseated

forsometimenow.Ntethelelowassomehow

hoppingIwaspregnantandIreallyamgladIam

notatthemomentbutIpraysomemiraclehappens

,IshouldbegratefulIhaveZikhaliright?

Siya:"Ican'tstandthewait"

Me:"Youarenotgettingmarriedrightawaythat's

whatyousaid."

Shesighed.

Me:"Siyamthanda"

Siya:"Iknow.I......."



Shesatonthebed.

Siya:"Doeslovehavetofeellikethis?Goodand

hurtsatthesametime?"

Me:"yeah.Butthatdoesn'tmeanloveshouldhurt

somuch."

Siya:"Igetyou"

TherewasaknockonthedoorandJabulile

appeared.

Jabulile:"comeout.TheKhumalofamilywantto

identifytheirMakoti"

Me:"doweusetheblankets.?"

Jabulile:"no.Thereststayinhere."

Wefixedourselvesandwemadeourwayouttothe

loungearea.Wesatdownonthefloorandlooked

down.

Dad:"theseareourdaughters"

Baba:"BoMakotianithikancanenjesinibone(My

daughters,canyouliftyourheadsabit.Wewentto

seeyou)"



Weliftedourheadsupandwesmiledandtheydid

aswell.

Baba:",bakethekahle(theychosewell)"

Uncle:"definitely"

Dad:"youcannowgotoyourrooms.

Wewenttoourroomandgotinandclosedthedoor.

Siya:",,Ihopeallgoeswellforyouespecially",

Me:"metoo"

IreallywanttobeMrsNtetheleloKhumalo.Mmh

niceringtoit.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

BeingwithAyandahasbeenablisswithupsand

downs.Hisexdoesn'tgiveupshameandIamnot

abouttogivehimupaswell.Heisagentleguyand



patient.Doesn'twanttobeshoutedatandhashis

Zulutendenciesherandthereandtheyareaturn

on.Sowhywouldn'tIfightforthat.Mostofallhe

alwaysremindsmehowmuchhelovesmeandI

lovehimaswell.Igrewtolovehimmuchmore.

IlookedatAndiswaandshewasnervous.Zikhali

wasasleepamoungstthesewomenonthebed.I

giggledandsearchedformyphone.

Me:"Andiswapleasehaveyouseenmyphone?"

Andiswa:"no.Usemine"

ShesmiledandIblushed.Momandotherwomen

cameinwhileululating.

Andiswa:"thebaby"

Me:"howdiditgo?"

Mom:"verywell.Youbotharenowpaidfor.Fully"

Khuluza:"Thisisalsoyourhomerememberthat"

Us:"yesKhulu"

OhmyGod.Ijustcan'tbelievesomeone,noIjust

gotpaidlobolafor.



Jabulile:"Oknowthetalk"

Aunty:"Indodaawuyishayi(youdon'thitaman)"

Mom:"hedoesn'thityou"

Aunty2:"yourespecthim"

Mom:"herespectsyou"

Andiswa:"weknowallofthatauntyandalsothe

bedroombusiness"

Welookedatherthenalleyesonme.

Me:"what?"

Mom:"youarestillsealedsoweshouldteachyou"

Me:"AyandaandIarenotgettingmarriedsoon"

Mom:'eitherwayyouwillhavetogiveitup.Test

first,heisyourhusbandnow"

Inoddedslowly.Idon'tthinkIamreadytogiveitup

asyet.Theycarriedontalkingandtalkingandthey

saidweshouldcaterourinlawsinjustafew

minutes.Theywillcallus.Isearchedformyphone

andIcouldn'tfinditsoItookAndiswa'sandcalled

Ayanda.Iwassoexcitedandhappy.Ifelthappy.It



rangonceortwicebeforeheanswered.

Ayanda:"AndiswawearelateIknowbutwegot

delayedinanaccident"

Iwasabouttospeak

Me:"woahaccident,?Areyouok?Ayandatalkto

me"

Ayanda:"eish.Iamok.Weareok,justabrokenleg

nothingmuch"

Me:"nothingmuch?,"

Ayanda:"Ihavetogo.Iloveyou"

Me:"don'tdrivemenutswena"

Ayanda:"baby"

Me:"stopsayingbabywhereisNtetheleloandthe

rest?"

Ayanda:"theyareok.Weallare"

Me:"ok"

Ayanda:"calmdown.Iamnotthatinjured"

Me:"it'sscary"



Ayanda:"Youwon'tlooseme.Howdiditgo?"

Me:"well"

Ayanda:"Mam'Khumalowami"

Iblushed.

Ayanda:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

HehungupandAndiswawalkedinpullingme.

Andiswa:"stoodcallingbae."

Me:"Iwascheckingonhimandhesaidtheygot

involvedinacaraccident"

Andiswa:ohmyGod.Aretheyok?"

Shewasnowworrying"

Me:"hesaidtheyarefine"

Shesighedoffrelief.

Andiswa:"myLord."

Me:"let'sdishuptotakeourmindsoffthings."

Andiswa:"Ok"



Wegottothekitchenanddishedup.

.

.

*AYANDA*

TalkingtoSiyamthandareallyhelpedmecalm

Down.IwasfumingandreadybayingtoholdSina's

headlikeit'sawatermelon.Shereallyisstepping

onmytoesandIshouldjustgooutandsendalast

messagebecauseclearlythelastonewasnot

heard.

Zamani:"calmdown.WeareoMbulaziandnothing

canharmus"

Isighed.Ntetheleloisbeingcheckedmostlysince

hehasbangedhisheadbefore.Weareatthe

waitingroom

Me:"Iwillkillher,sheisgoingtoofar"

Thelo:"calmdown"

Isatdownandheldmyhandstogetheryetintonot



thinkingandjustconcerntrateontheleg.

*SINA*

Ithoughtshewasinthecar,Ithoughtshewillbe

drivingnotAyandahimself.WhenIheardthatthei

inthehospitalIpanicked.Didheseemyface

beforethescene?Ihopenot.Ibitmynails.Ijust

hopehedoesn'tanddidn'tseeme.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Lady:"feelfreetous.Youaremakinggreat

progress,whatisyourgoalthisyear?Challenging

situation"

IlookedaroundtheroomandIamstillintimidated

bytheirlooks.IfiddledwithmyfingersandIlooked

down.



Me:"IamUnathi.Asyouallknow."

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:"mylifewastoomuchbutIamlearningto

bettermyselfformyfuturekids"

Lady:"Iamwellandgoodthatyouwanttochange

somethingsinyou"

Inodded.

Lady:'anythingwillbepossible."

Inoddedandthebellrang.

Lady:"wewillseeeachothernextwell.Westood

upandformedalinebeforewewerecuffedtobe

takentoourforeverclosedroominourprisoner

house.

IamUnathiKhumalochangingforthebetterand

hopingforbetter.

.

.

.tobecontinued
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*AYANDA*

Ntethelelocameoutandwalkedtowardsus.We

stoodupandZamanihandedmycrutchestome

andItookthem.

Ntethelelo:"Andiswahasbeenblowingmyphone

whileIwaswiththeDr"

Thelo:"and?"

Ntethelelo:"theycheckedmeandtheysaidthatI

amfinebutIhavetocomebackformyresults."

Me:"Weshouldgoback."

Mbongeni:"no,let'sgototheladies.Wewillsort

outyourexissuelater"

Igroaned.



Ntethelelo:"let'sgo.Ihopeitwentwell"

Me:"itdid.ItalkedtoSiyamthandaandshe

informedme"

Ntethelelo:"IneedtocallAndiswathen."

Hewalkedoff.

Zamani:",letustakecareofeverything."

Me:"Iwanttodoitmyself."

Mbongeni:"Ayandalistentousforonce.Youhave

Siyamthandatothinkoff"

Me:"andyouguys?"

Thelo:"wecanstillfunction."

Igavehimalookandhelookedatmylegand

chuckledbeforeIclickedmytongueandwewalked

outofthehospital.Ifeeluselesswiththese

crutches.IreallywantittobemewhenIfaceSina.

Idon'tknowwhysheissurfacingnowaftertheway

shedroppedme.Justseeingherdisgustsme.

.

.



*NTETHELELO*

IcalledAndiswaback.Shemustbeangryatthis

momentbecausesheleftalotofmissedcalls.It

rangtwicebeforesheanswered.

Andiswa:"Iwassoworriedsick"

Me:"Andiswa"

Andiswa:"Don'tAndiswameNtethelelongiyazazi

ngubani(IknowwhoIam)"

Me:"Mam'Khumalo"

Shekeptquiet.

Andiswa:"don'ttryandsoftenmeup"

Me:"Iamnot"

Andiswa:"Howareyou?Areyouok?"

Me:"Iamok.Nothinghappenedtous.Just

Ayandawhobrokehisleg"

Andiswa:"IswearIwillgoallUnathi,what

happened?"



Me:"Ihavetogobaby"

Andiswa:"wait"

Me:"IloveyouMrsKhumalo"

Andiswa:"Ntethelelo!"

IchuckledasshewasfrustratedbeforeIhungup.

TheguyscameoutandIlookedatAyanda.

Ayanda:"don'teven"

Me:"Iwon'tsayanything"

Zamaniopenedthedoorforhimandhewas

irritated.Igotinthecarinthefrontseatwiththe

cabdriverandtherestgotin.

Zamani:"Weshouldhavecalledsomeone"

Me:"thereisnotime"

Ayanda:"Iamgoingcrazy.Canyoudrive?"

Thecabdriverlookedscared.Henoddedand

startedthecarbeforedrivingoff.Ilaidbackonthe

seat.Ihaveaminorheadachebutnothingelse.

.



.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

wewereupanddownservingourinlawsandthem

askingformorefood.Myfeetweregettingtired

fromalltherunningaroundanderrandsthatwehad

todo.Ihaven'theardfromAyandabutIhear

AndiswasaythatNtetheleloisfine.

Me:"whatreallyhappened?"

Andiswa:"Ibetit'sthatex"

Me:"shecan'tbecapableofthat"

Andiswa:"Mmmh.FromUnathiIlearnedalot"

Ikeptquiet.MomwalkedinandIsighed.

Mom:"comeanddishupforyourhusband's"

Me:'Iamnotofficiallymarriedasyet.Iamstilla

fiance"

Andiswa:"Iwilltakethehusbandcomplimentaunty

jabs.TheB.A.N.K"



Me:"Bank?"

Andiswa:"yes.BhenguAndiswa,Ntethelelo

Khumalo.Bank"

Mom:"nowyouareSkankwithnos"

Shetookthetrayandilaughed.

Me:"wowmom

Mom:"AndyouareS.A.N.Kandwillbekakssoon"

IfrownedanAndiswalaughed.

Khuluza:"eyibalindileabafanaSebefikile!(The

boysarewaiting.Theyhavearrived)"

Mom:"Goonyourknees"

Andiswa:"hemustn'tgetusedtoitthough"

Khuluza:"yekaubuvilauhambe(stopbeinglazy

andgo)"

Wetookthefoodandwenttowhereourinlawsare

seated.Istartedwiththelosinceheisolderthen

wenttoZamani.AndiswawasservingMbongeni

andNtethelelo.IsawthatAyandahasalegcast

,kodwaNkosiyam.Igottohimandhehadhisjaw



tightened.Seemedtobeinthoughtsandalsoangry.

IclearedmythroatandhelookedatmeandI

lookeddown.

Ayanda:"MaNtuli"

Me:"Ayanda"

Ayanda:"Kuthiwababa(yousaybaba)"

Ishotmyheadupandtheguyslaughed.He

signaledwithhisheadandIwentdownonmyknee

andheleanedforwardtotakehisplate.

Ayanda:"youarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

IstoodupafterhetookhisfoodandIturnedbefore

hecalledmeandIlookedathim.

Ayanda:"engathingizoyithandaleheyokuyelwa

ngedolo(IthinkIamgoingtolikethegoingdown

onyourkneepart)"

Themenlaughed.IjustsmiledbutIknowthatwon't

happen.Hechuckledandwinkedatme.

Me:"eatanddon'tchoke"



Ayanda:"Iwouldn't"

Iturnedandstartedswayingmyhipsleftandright

andthentheKhumalo'sstartedchantingtheirclan

names.

"DudlaNtombiyakwaNtuli,Dudlamadolokanyoko.

AngithukiwenangithukaUthando!"

Peopleululatedandsomewhistledandnoisewas

made.

IturnedaroundandheldthetrayanditwasAyanda.

Hestooduptryingtostandproperly.Thenoise

didn'tstopanditwasmakingmesomewhat.He

wassmirkingwhilelookingatme.

Ayanda:"ngabeuyangifakaNomauyangikhipha?"

Iwentclosertohim.

Mom:"yhiililiawuzweke!!(Ululating)"

Hehadhishandsonhischest.Iremovedhis

handswhenIgottohim.

Me:"ngiyakufakaenhlizwenyiyam(Iamputting

youinmyheart)"



ThewhistlesgotmoreandmoreandIlaughed.

"BangeneMntanamingobugagubakho!(Show

themmychildwithyoursinging!)"

Ilaughed.Thatwasmom.

Ayanda:"singforme"

Ineverthoughtthisdaywouldcomereally.

Me:"anginendaba!(Idon'tcare)"

"Anginendaba,Anginendaba"

Imovedawayfromhimabitwhilesinging.Mom

cameandtookthetray.

Me:"Minaanginendana!

"Anginendaba,Anginendaba

Me:"Nomaengathengiskebhe

"Anginendaba,anginendaba

Me:"Nomaengatheng'imoto!

Anginendaba,anginendaba

Ngithandeyenayedwa



Anginendaba,anginendaba

Sthandwasenhliziyoyam!

Shelemama,shelemama

Thambolekhenthakhi!

Shelemamashelemama

Ngithandayenayedwa..."

HetookhiscrutchandlimpedtowardsmeandI

waslookingathimhegottomeandkissedmy

forehead.

Ayanda:"Iloveyoursinging"

Ismiled.

Ayanda:"(whisperinginmyear)butmostofallI

loveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ilookedathimintheeyes.

Ayanda:"justyoursingingdidthingsgome"

IgiggledandIdon'tknowwhybutIlookeddown

andwelaughed



Ayanda:"yeahlaughatme"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Iturnedandmademywaytothehouse.Igotinand

theystartedmakingnoise.

Mom:"ohmychildyoumadehim...."

ShedidthefistupactionandIlaughed.

Me:"Iamgoingforthisandyouaredirty"

Mom:"Iamjustsaying"

Ishookmyhead.Wesatdownandateaswell.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Ididn'ttakeZikhaliwithmebutheiscomingto

uMzimkhuluaswellandwetraveledthereright

aftereating.Itsgettinglateandverydarkaswell.I

laidmyheaddownandjustsleptbecauseIwas

tired.



Wearrivedanditwasreallylate.Wedidn'tevengo

andeatletalonebathproperlybutwedidbath.We

wenttoNtethelelo'soutsideroomandheopened

thebedandIgotin.Iwasreallytiredandtomorrow

isanotherday.

Ntethelelo:"comeclose"

Ishiftedclosertohim.

Ntethelelo:"weshouldstartplaningthewedding"

Me:"gobigorgohomebaby"

Hechuckledandsighed.

Ntethelelo:"Iamjustgladyouareminenow."

Me:"Iwillforeverbeyoursfromnowon."

Hekissedmyneck.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Weheardagroaningsoundandthingsfalling.I

openedmyeyeswenIwasabouttoclosethem."



Ntethelelo:"closeyoureyes"

Me:"aretheyok?"

Ntethelelo:"yeah.Imissedyouinmyarmssolet's

rest"

Me:"yeah"

Iclosedmyeyesandsnuggledclosertohim.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Me:"Mthandagoeasy"

Siya:"babyIamtryingok.Justletmelifttheleg"

Me:"Iwilldoit"

ShestepsoffandIliftmylegonthebedandshe

cleansupbeforesheshetakesoffhergownand

sheiswearingawhitenightiethatisLacyaswell.

Usuallyit'sredorblacklingeriebutthisonemakes

herbeautifulthanshealreadyis.Likeanangel.She

switchedoffthelightsandgetsinbedcarefullyand

Iwrapmyarmsaroundher.



Me:"Mam'Khumalo"

Siya:"Mntungwa"

Me:"ngiyakuthandayezwa?(Iloveyouok?)"

Iranmyfingersalloverherbodyslowlykissingher

neckandwenttosqueezeherbreasts.

Siya:"Iloveyoumore"

Ibitmybottomlip.Itwasthere,thatIwashungry

forherandmysituationisn'tallowingmemuch.

Siya:"Mntungwa"

Me:"Mthanda"

Siya:"letmetakethelead"

Istoppedandsheturnedtomeandkissedmylips

andIresponded.ShesatonmeandIheldherbutt

andsqueezeditandshegrindedonmewhilewe

werekissing.IgroanedasshekeptongoingtillI

washardenoughtopop.Iwascravingforher.I

washungryformywife.Sheranherfingersonmy

chestallthewaydowntomypantsandshepulled

themoffgettingoffmecarefully.Sheplacedher

coldhandsonmyshaftandsheswallowed.



Me:"youarecoldbaby"

Siya:"Iamsorry,Mntungwaisscaringme"

Ichuckled

Me:"youwillseehimfortherestofourlives"

Shegiggledbeforeshestartedlickingslowlylike

enjoyinganicecreamSunday.Ilaidmyheadback

andgroaned.Shewentinfullyandtookmein

deeplywithhermouthquickiningherpaceand

gaging.Myhandwenttoherhairandhelditwhile

cursing.

Me:"shitSiyamthanda"

ShequickenedherpacemoreandIcouldfeelmy

musclesclenchingandIthinkshedidtoobefore

shemovedherheadandshestoppedandkissed

myshaftandwenttomythighsandcametocheck

again.Ibitmybottomlipanditcameagain.My

shooting.Sheliftedherangellingerieandshe

movedherwhiteunderweartothesideandrubbed

myshaftonherpussyandshemoaned.Stopped

forasecondputherhandsonmyshouldersand

lookedatme.



Siya:"putitin"

Me:"Iwon'ttakeyourpridehere.Iwantustodoit

athometogetherinournewbed"

Siya:"Iamhornysowhataboutme?"

Icarriedonrubbingmydickonherandshemoaned.

Siya:"Mmmh"

Thewaysheclosedhereyeswasmagicaltome.

Can'twaittopenetrateherandshowherreallove

,deeperlove.

.

.

Tobecontinued

.
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"Mntungwa,

Mbulaz'omnyama,

NinabakaBhej'eseNgome,

Nin'enadl'umuntunimyengangendaba,

Nin'enadl'izimf'ezimbiliikhambilaphumalilinye,

LobengulakaMzilikazi,

MzilikazikaMashobana,

ShobananoGasakaZikode(clannames)"

Baba:"sinilethelaoMakotiabazongenaemndenini

wakwethuboMbulaz,nibavikelenibakhanyisele

indlelafuthinibagade(wearebringingbridesthat

willbepartofourfamilyMbulazi,Protectthem,

lightupthewayforthemandlookoutforthem)"

WewereinthehutwhereBabawasMakingthe

goatinhaleimphepho.Wewerewokenupinthe

weehoursofmorningtogoandbathattheriver.

MeandSiyamthandaandthenafterwewere

broughtbackhereandnowthewholeKhumalo



familyisinthehut.

Baba:"SondelaniNtethelelo(comeclose

Ntethelelo)"

Wecameclosertohimandtheyremovedthegoat.

Itmadealotofnoiseandtheyheldituntilitsettled

down.

Baba:"ngilethaumfanawami,uNtethelelo.

UsethathaunkosikaziwesibiliemndeniniuAndiswa

KhumalointokaziyakwaBhengu.Sithisicela

umshadoWabouphumelele(Ibringmyson

Ntethelelo.Heistakingasecondwifeinthefamily,

AndiswaKhumaloaBhengumaiden.Weaskthat

youmaketheirmarriageproper)"

Therewascompletesilence.HetooktheZulubeer

andgaveittomeandItookasipandNtetheleloas

wellandhetookatinnedcupandNtethelelospit

insideandIdidthesameandhetookastickand

stirredittogetherbeforeporinginagreenishwater

bythewholedisplay.

Baba:"Ayandacome"

WemovedandAyandawithSiyamthandawent



forthandwentontheirknees.Hedidthesameas

wellandaskedforblessingsupontheirmarriage

andtheyspitthebeeraswell.Aftereverythingthe

twogoatswereslaughtedandthecowaswell.We

thenwenttohelpoutinthekitchenasalittle

welcomeceremonywasdoneforus.Ntethelelo

andIarestillgoingtodothenecessaryZulu

processbeforewegetmarried.

Unami:"yhhuIamsohappy.FinallyNtethelelo

marriedyou"

Lisa:"tellmeaboutit.Siyamthandasotellmewhy

areyounotgonnamarryAyandabecauseyouare

practicallymarriednow."

Siya:"Ifeellikeit'ssoon"

Unami:"isn'tthissoonaswell?"

Siya:"well..."

Lisa:"Marrymybrotherinthecourtke.It'sno

differentthanwhatyouarerightnow."

Siya:"wewillsee"

Theyweretellingthetruth.PracticallySiyamthanda



ismarriedtoAyandanowasmuchasIamto

Ntethelelo.

Khanyisile:"canyoupassthesalt.?Ihaven'tout

anyinthedough"

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwillhandleplaningatraditional

andwhitewedding"

Lisa:"Wearehere.Wewillhelpwiththetraditional

oneespeciallywhenyougiftourfamily"

Unami:"Ijustwantacarformygifting"

Aunty:"yabusaNtombi(youarehappygirl)"

Welaughed.

Mah:"Andiswawillgiftusnormally"

Lisa:"haamah.Notevenabottleofwine?"

Me:"Babawillkillme"

Welaughed.Theywalkedinthekitchenwiththeir

wristscoveredupinawhitecloth.

Ntethelelo:"Youneedtogoandputonisphandlaat

thehut."



Iwipedmyhands.

Me:"ok."

HekissedmycheekandIblushedbeforemeand

Siyamthandawalkedout.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

WegottothehutandAyandawassittingonthe

chairandZamaniwasalsothereandbaba.We

wentonourkneesandbowedoutheads.

Baba:"bringyourlefthands"

Webroughtourlefthandsandtheyputitonour

wristsandcovereditwithacloth.Westoodup

whentheyweredoneandwalkedoutside.

"Mam'Khumalo"

AndiswaandIturned,Ayandawalkedoutwhile

limpingwithhiscrutch.



Andiswa:"ohthisone."

Welaughedandshewalkedoff.HestoodInfront

ofmeandsmiled.

Ayanda:"Mkami(mywife)"

Me:"Ifeeltricked"

Ayanda:"doyouregretit?"

Me:"what?"

Ayanda:"lovingme"

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'spossible."

Hechuckledandheldmywaist.

Ayanda:"andtothinkyoufriendzonedmequicker

thanIcouldsayIlikeyou"

Igiggledandhidmyselfwithhischestandhe

chuckled.

Me:"IhadtostartsomewherebeforeIcouldsee

somethingworthwhile"

Ilookedupathimandhekissedmyforehead.

"Mam'Khumalo"



IturnedandLisawassignalingme.

Me:"IhavetogoMntungwa"

Ayanda:"Seemelater."

Me:"Iwill"

HekissedmyforeheadandletmegoandIwalked

towardsLisa.

.

.

*SINAMANDLA*

Dina:"Sinawhenareyoustoppingthis.?Lookyou

almostkilledthepersonyou'love'"

Sherolledhereyes.

Me:"leavemealoneplease.Iamstressedenough

"

Sherolledhereyesandturnedintoacorner.The

drivebecamesilentbutmusicwasplaying.She

keptontappingintohersteeringwheeluntilwe



reachedVolkswagenandsheparkedhercarandwe

gotout.Iwantedtobuyacartogetmearound

becausecabswon'tdoforme.Shetookherbag

andgotout.Wewerematchingtoday.Shewas

wearingnavyAdidastracksuitswithwhiteNikeair

forcesandIwaswearingablackAdidastracksuit

withwhiteNikeairforce.WewalkedinsideandI

immediatelyfellinlovewiththesmockygreyPolo

tsi.Itookoffmyshadesandwentaroundit.

Dina:"youseewhatyoulike?"

Me:"ofcause."

"GoodIamTristanBrownshowmayIassistyou?"

Weturnedandthisgoodlookingcolouredwas

Infrontofus.

Dina:"(softly)Modimo(God)"

Sheclosedhermouthandlookedaway.

Me:"hi,SinamandlaMpele"

Tristan:"nicetomeetyoumam."

Hesmiled.Icouldgetsomeofhimforthetime

being.



Dina:"Sinayouwillgetmeinthecar"

Me:"Aowadon'tleave.That'sDinekile,mytwin."

Tristan:"Isee,doyoufindanyinterestinthiscar?"

Me:"DefinitelyIdoseeyoudrivingitandIamnext

toyou"

Hechuckled.

Tristan:"Iamflattered."

Me:"niceeyes"

Tristan:"thankyou.Shallweproceed?"

Me:"awubabyyoudon'twantme?'

Tristan:"youareovercrowdingmam"

Dinagiggled.Iopenedthecardoorandheheldthe

doorandIgotinandsatonit.TheleatherseatsI

likedverymuchandthepriceseemedtobeinmy

range.

Dina:"chooseasuitablecarsoyouwon'tget

highjacked."

Me'"Icantakecareofmyself."



ShenoddedandIgotoff.

Me:"Idon'tneedmuch.Shallwegotoyouroffice

andyouwillexplainthecarforme.

Tristan:"right."

Heclosedthecardoor.

Tristan:"rightthisway"

Wefollowedhim.MmmhMrbrown.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

afteralotofupanddownIfinallygottoserve

Ayandaanditwasourlunch.Iwentonmyknees

forhimandheseemedtoenjoythatpartalot.

Ayanda:"ngiyabongaMam'Khumalo"

InoddedandIstoodupandwentbacktothe

kitchenandwesatdown.

Unami:"youcandoitshame.Ialwaysseethese



wivesdoingthesedutiesandIjustgetdrainedfor

them."

Ne:"ifyoulovesomeoneit'sthepricetopay."

Lisa:"whereIAndiswa?"

Khanyisile:"shewenttolaydown.Sheisnot

feelingok"

Lisa:"awushame.Ihopeshewillbeok"

Me:"Iamhungry"

Mah:"helpyourselfmychild"

Ismiled.Me:"thankyoumah"

IthinkIamgonnalovemy'marriage'

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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AfteraweekstayinginUmzimkhuluwehadtoleave

andgobacktoPretoria.IgotmyresultsandI

passedverywellbutnotcumlaudwellbutIam

graduatingpeople.Can'twaitforthoselittlekidsto

callme.MamKhumalo.Ooouhiamlovingit,iam

movinginwithNtethelelostraightaway.Iamgonna

missdadbuthesaidheisokwithstayingonhis

own,hewilljustdate.Ilaughedathimbuthereally

needssomeone.Hecan'tbehunguponmom

foreverandIamoutofthehousenowsoheneeds

someonetominglewithandspendsometimewith.

Iwasinthekitchenpreparingsupperforus.

Ntethelelowentbacktoworkabitbuthesaidhe

willbacksoon.Hehiredanannyaswelltohelp

aroundandIreallyappreciatethatbecausethekids

cangetabittoomuchattimes.Theyaregrowing

andstarttorevealtheirpersonalitiesandtheyare

notniceattimes.EspeciallywhenZikhalijustcries

outoftheblue.IhearthebabysoundandIgroan.

Ijustlaidthemtosleep.Iwashmyhandsoverthe



sinkandIwipethemandmademywaytothe

nursery.IfoundLethopullingtheNanny'sbraidsas

shewascryinginherarms.

Me:"Iwilltakeher"

Thenannyhandsheroverandshesettlesdown.

Me:"whatiswrongmybaby?"

SheishavinghiccupsandIwalkoutwithhertoour

bedroomandIsearchformywallet.Icouldn'tfind

it.

Me:"let'sgodownthestairs"

Wewalkedoutandwentdownthestairsand

Ntetheleloenteredthedoor.

Me:"doyouhaveaR2?"

Ntethelelo:"for?"

Me:"Lethoishavinghiccups"

Hefrowned.

Ntethelelo:"letmecheck"

HetookouthiswalletandhegavemeaR5



Ntethelelo:"that'stheonlymeIhave.Therestis

paper"

Me:"ok.Thanks."

Itookitandwenttositdown.Ilickedherforehead

andpastedtheR5androckedherbackandforth.

Ntethelelo:"momusedtoputpaperonour

foreheads"

Me:"It'sdifferentandIambringingluckuponher

aswell"

Hechuckledandsatnexttomeandkissedmy

cheek.

Ntethelelo:"Icansmellthecooking"

Me:"Minenhlepleasecheckthepotsforme"

Shecamedownthestairs.

Mienhle:"MeKhumalo"

Shewalkedofftothekitchen.

Ntethelelo:"Zamaniishostingabraaitomorrow.

Hewonacase"



Me:"wowthat'samazingwhenishegetting

married?"

Helaughed

Ntethelelo:youshouldaskhimthatquestion."

Me:"Iwill"

Ntethelelo:"Igotaweddingplannerforyou.

Everythingwillbetoomuchforyoualone"

Me:"'whosaidIwasplanningalone?

Ntethelelo:"whowereyouplanningwith?"

Me:"youMrKhumalo"

Ntethelelo:"Iamcolourblind.Iwillmessthingsup"

Me:"that'sanexusebabeandyouknowitMbulazi

"

Ntethelelo:"Ican'tdoit"

Me:"ok"

Ntethelelo:"areyouangry?"

Me:"no.Iamnot"

Minenhleappeared



Minenhle:"shouldIchopthecarrot?"

Me:"No,pleasetakethisonetobed"

ShecamecloseandtookLethothenwalkedaway.

Ntethelelo:"Iwanttotakeashower"

Me:"gothen"

Ntethelelo:"withyou"

Me:"youcanwait"

Ntethelelo:"ok"

HeopenedthetvandIwalkedtothekitchen

finishingupthecooking.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Ikissedherneckandshegiggledwhilesquirming

around.

Siya:"haahAyandaIamtryingtorest"



Me:"youmakeitseemlikeIgaveyouahellofa

night"

Siya:"youcouldn'tsleepsoIhadtokeepyouup"

Ikissedheragainandbitmybottomlip.

Me:",Iloveyou"

Ipulledhertobeonmeandshefacedmeand

kissedmylips.

Siya:"IloveyoumoreMntungwa"

Tingleswentdownmyspinewhenshesaidthat.

Me:"Mmh"

Sheplacedbothherhandseithersideofmyhead

andwhisperedinmyearwhilegrindingme.

Siya:"Ayanda"

Mybreathingwasslowandsoft.

Me:"sthandwaSam(mylove)"

Siya:"IwantustotryforbabySiyanda"

Me:"huh?"

Shegiggled.It'ssoonforababyright?



Siya:"Iamkiddingbut...."

Shecameclosertomyearandnibbledit.Iheldher

buttandsqueezeditandshemoaned.

Siya:"Ayanda"

Me:"Mthanda"

Sheblewonmyearsoftlyandchillswentdownmy

spine.Sheplacedherhandsundermyvestand

caressedmeandkissedmylipsandIreturnedit

whileshegrindedonme.Iwasrockhardand

couldfeelthepain.ShebrokethekissandItookoff

myvestandshedidwithhertooandthrewitaway

beforeshekissedmeagain.

Siya:"Iwanttobeincharge"

InoddedandshelaidmedownandItouchedher

boobssqueezingthem.Shesmirkedbeforeshe

startedkissingmybodygoingdown.[Content

foundinthegroup]

.

.



*SINAMANDLA*

IhavebeenkeepingtabsonAyandaandheis

happywithhisbitchbutnotforlongwhileIamstill

here.Ijustcameoutofthemallfromdoingmy

nailsandhairandIwasaskingintheunderground

parking.MyphonerangandIanswered.Itwas

Dina.

Me:"what?"

Dina:"Mikeishere"

Mike,myexfinancefromFrance.Theguywas

sweetandallbuthewasmissingqualitiesofaZulu

manthat.Need."

Me:"whattheheckishedoingthere!?"

Iwalkedtowardsmycar.

Dina:"IDon'tknow.Comesortyourman"

Me:",heisnotmymananymore"

Acarwasturnedonitsignition.

Dina:"Idon'tcare.Come!"



ShehungupandIcursed.

Me:"fuck!"

Ishovedthephoneinmybagandlookedformy

keysandIheardascreechingsoundandIturned

butnocarcame.IcarriedonwalkingandIfelta

stingtwiceonmybackandItoucheditandblood

cameout.Iwasshot.Itriedtorunandmother

stingonmylegsandIwasdown.Mybaggot

scatteredandItriedtocrawltoitbutIwasloosing

toomuchbloodandmyvisionwasseeingdouble.

Me:"Help"

IsawabrownItalianshoeInfrontofmebutIwas

stillblurredbymyweakness

Me:"(softly)help"

"YoumessedwiththewrongKhumalo"

ThatallIheardbeforehestompedmyheadandit

waslightsout.

.

.



*SIYAMTHANDA*

Thecoverscoveredournakedneed.Notcompletely

butitdid..Ijustcan'tbelieveIgaveitupanditwas

sorebutIlikeditaswell.Ayandakissedmy

foreheadandIsmile.

Ayanda:"youareverywild"

Me:"Iammymother'sdaughter"

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"IloveyouMrsKhumalo"

Me:"Iloveyoutoobabe"

Hechuckled.Ipulledthecover

Me:"whenisauntycomingback?"

Ayanda:"shemightstayinKznnow"

Me:"why?"

Hebithisbottomlip.

Ayanda:"formomentslikethese"

Igiggled.



Me:"let'sgetyourleghealedfirstthenwecando

more"

Ayanda:"youprovedyouareaprointhissono

needtowait"

Me:"Mntungwa"

Ayanda:"iam....."

Hisphoneinterruptedhimasitrangandhe

answeredit

Ayanda:"hello"

HesatupandlookedatmeandIdidtoo.

Ayanda:"thanks"

Hehungupandpulledmetohimafterputtinghis

phonedown.

Me:"areyouok?"

Hesmiled.

Ayanda:"Iamverymuchbetter"

Hekissedmycheekandpullsmecloser.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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*ZAMANI*

Mbongeni:"howisshe?"

Me:"Sheisnotmoving"

Thelo:"comebackinside"

IlookedatherandImademywaytothecar.

MbongenigavemewipesandIwipedmyshoes

becausetherewasabitofbloodandThelodrove

off.

Me:"Weneedtostopbythestorestobuysome

stuffforthebraaitomorrow"

Mbongeni:"IwillcallAyandaandinformhimabout



hisex"

Me:"Ihopethisisthelasttimewehavetodealwith

this."

Mbongeni:"ineverthoughtyouhaditinyouMr

Lawyer."

Thelo:"youarethesoftonephela"

Me:"Nx"

Theychuckled.Itookoutmyphoneandgotbusy

withit.Wegottotheothersideofthemallandwe

gotoutofthecarandmadeourwayin.

Mbongeni:"Iwillgobuythealcohol.Thelowilltake

careofthemeat.Yougetrest"

Me:"Iamgoodwiththat"

WewentourseperatewaysandIwenttothe

supermarketandItookthetrolleyandmademy

wayin.Istartedwiththerollsandwentforthe

snacksandIwenttotakesomesaucesfor

marinatingthemeatandall.Therewasaladynext

tomewhowastalkingonthephonewhileshoving

thesauceinherbasket.



Her:"Mandlankafonoeahau,Mikeouemetse'me

kehanahomokhahlisa!(pickupyourphone,Mike

iswaitingforyouandIwon'tkeeponentertaining

him!)

Ireachedforthesauceaboveherandsheturned

droppinghercallandclickinghertongue.

Her:"nankauthusa?(canIhelpyou?)

Me:"Youcanmovemaybe"

Her:"can'tyouseeIamstanding?"

Ilookedathernametagonher

Me:"Ok...."

Her:"mamelaHakemotsoalleoahau(don'tbe

forwardok?Iamnotyourfriend)"

Sheopenedthetomatosauceandpoureditonme

andIchuckledbeforeshedroppeditandwalkedoff

clickinghertongue.

Me:"fuck."

Iturnedandjustwalkedtothetilltopay.Ihadto

payforthetomatosauceaswell.Isawherpassby



andIlookedather.Shehasafiestyattitude.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Iwassohappytoseemymotherafteralongtime.

YesIamangrythatsheupanddesertedmelike

thatbutIwashappytoseeherbecauseIneeded

herhelp.

Mom:"Youlookdifferent"

Me:"thankyou"

Mom:"it'sugly"

Me:"wowthanks."

Mom:"whatamIherefor?"

Me:"couldyoujustpretendtobehappytoseeme?

"

Shekeptquiet.

Me:"iknewIshouldhaveaskedfordadtocome.



Atleasthedoes."

Mom:"Iamsorry"

Me:"Ijustwantyoutocomebackinafewmonths

time"

Mom:"why?"

Me:"youwillsee.Justdoso"

Mom:"ok."

Ilookedather.HowcouldInotseeit?ShouldI

trustheragain?Idon'tknowreallyandIamscared

aswell.Isigh

*DINA*

Sinawasn'ttakingmycallsanditsbeenhoursnow.

IsitonthebedandIsigh.MyphoneringsandI

jumptotakeitandIanswerquickly.

Me:"Sina..."

"It'snotSina"



Me:"oh.Whoisthis?"

Themanbehindchuckled.

"Youdon'trememberme?"

Me:"No"

Isatdownonthebed.

"Theguyyouspilledtomatosauceonatthe

supermarket"

Iclosedmyeyestakinginasharpbreath."

Me:"OhKemasoabi,haketsebehorenahokene

engkanna.(ohIamsorry,Idon'tknowwhatgot

intome.)"

"IamaZuluman"

Me:"Oh.Sorry,uhmIwasupsetandIshouldn't

havetakenmyangeroutonyou.Ishouldhave

walkedoff."

"Youwillhavetocleanmyshirtbecauseit'smy

favourite"

Me:"I....Iok"



Isighed.Ihavenochoice.

"WherecanIdropitoff?"

Me:"drycleaners"

Hechuckled.

"Iwillbethereat8am"

Me:"Waitwhoareyou?"

Him:"callmeMrZ.Kfornow"

Hehungup.Ilookedatmyphone.Iwonderhow

hegotmynumbersfrom.ItriedSinaagainandshe

didn'tanswer.

Me:"damnyousinamandla."

Idon'tevenknowthisAyandathatSinaisobsessed

about.Ifixedmyselfandwalkedoutofthe

bedroomandIwenttotheloungeandMikewasstill

here.

Me:"sheisoutoftownAbit"

Mike:"whenwillshebeback?"

Me:"Iamnotsure.Ifworkdelay."



Hestoodupandouttheglassdownandkissedmy

hand.

Mike:"iwillbebackforher"

InoddedandhewalkedtowardsthedoorandI

followed.Heopenedthedoorandhewalksoutand

Ilockeditandturnedandleanedonit.Ijusthope

Sinaisoutoftroublewhereversheis.

.

.

*NTETHELELO*

IwokeupbrightandearlyforAndiswa.Iwantedto

makeherbreakfastbutnotinbedthough.Iwon't

goupthestairswithatray.IaskedMinenhleto

helpoutandshedid,Iwastoastingthebreadand

shemadesomeeggs.

Minenhle:"MsAndiswaisluckytohaveyou"

Me:"Iamtheluckyone."

Minenhle:"andshehasgoodgenes.Verybeautiful



kids"

Ichuckled.

Me:"minearestronger."

Minenhle:"(smiling)Icansee"

Me:"letmegowakeher"

ShenoddedandIwipedmyhandsbeforemaking

mywayupthestairs.Igotinourbedroomandshe

wasstillasleep.Ihoveredoverherandkissedher

cheekandshesquirmed.

Me:"Morningsugarplum"

Andiswa:"youareheavyNtethelelo"

Me:"Kissmefirst"

Andiswa:"Ihaven'tbrushedmyteeth"

Me:"Idon'tcare."

Iperkedherlipsandshesquirmed.

Me:"Imadebreakfastforyouwiththehelpof

minenhle"

Andiswa:"Idon'ttrusttheseyoungnannies"



Me:"don'tworry.Iamnotsnatchablethistime"

Shegiggled.

Andiswa:"ok.Iwanttotakeashower."

Igotoffherandshewenttotakeashower.

.

.

.

*DINA*

Iwaswokenupbyaknockonthedoor.Ireally

hopeit'sSina.Iwenttobrushmyteethandwentto

answerthedoor.

Me:"ke'natla(Iamcoming)"

Idraggedmyslippersandwenttoopenthedoor

andthemanfromyesterdayatthesupermarket

washere.Ilookedathimfromthebottomtothe

topandhehadastraightface.Iswallowedandhis

colognecan'tbemissed.



Him:"intombazaneayivumingalezikhathi(agirl

doesn'twakeupatthistime)"

Me:"huh?"

Him:"it'snotgoodthatyouwakeupthislate."

Me:"hi"

HehandedhisshirtoverandItookit.

Me:"uhmright."

Him:"Iwillfetchitwhenyouaredone"

Me:"whydon'tyoutakeittothedrycleaner?"

Him:"youmesseditup.Notthedrycleaners"

Me:"right"

Him:"Ihavetogo.Yougotmynumber?"

Me:",yes"

HewasintimidatingIwon'tlie.

Him:"stoplookingatme"

Iswallowedandheturnedandbumpedintopolice

officers.



Officer:"Hello.WherecanwefindDinekileMpele?

"

Me:"thatsmeofficer."

Theguystoodtherewithhandsinhispocket.

Wasn'theleaving.?

Officer:"Ohyes,areyourelatedtosinamandla

Mpelesomehow?"

Me:"uhmyessheismytwinsister"

Wedon'tlookthesame.It'shardtotellthatweare

twins.Evensisters.Myheartwasbeatingfast.

Whatdidshedo?

Officer:"unfortunatelywecamebearingbadnews.

Yoursisterwasfoundatthemallparkinglotshot

3times"

Me:"issheok?"

Iwaspanickingandtearswerbinthevergeof

comingout."

Officer:"unfortunatelyshedidn'tmakeit.Wecame

toinformyouandifyoucanidentifyherbody"



IalmostwentdownbutthismancaughtmeandI

cried.Hepickedmeup.

Him:"Thankyou"

Officer:"anytime"

theywalkedoffandhekickedthedoorclosedwhile

carryingme.

Me:"Iamdreamingright?"

Isaidchockingintears.Heputmeonthecouch.

Him:"Iwillgetyousomesugarwater.

Iheldonhimandwalkedmore.Ican'tbealone.She

can'tleavemelikethat.

Me:"shecan'tdoonme.Ineedher."

Isobbed.Hejustbecamesilent.Ican'tbelieveit.

.

.

.
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*SIYAMTHANDA*

"UMakot'ungowethu(Siyavuma)

usengowethungempela(Siyavuma)....."

Unami:"uzosithengelaicider!...

Ladies:"Siyavuma,sithi..."

Me:"woahIamnotgettingmarried."

Andiswa:"doaturnaround"

Idid

Lisa.:"getmarried.youcanseethatthiswedding

gownwasmadeforyou.It'sasign"

Me:"thereisnosign.Yanelisa."

Andiswa:"unjalokewena,Nannieswilltakeyour

man"



Unami:"somethingwrongwithyournanny?"

Andiswa:"Idon'tknowwhatbutsheisIdon'tknow

what.?Seducinginaway"

Lisa:"relax.Wewillhither"

Me:"haibo."

Unami:"serious"

Andiswa:"ItrustNtethelelo.ItherIdon'ttrust.

Womenwoulddoanythingtogetamanandthat

worriesme"

Me:"wewillseewhenNtetheleloactsoutoforder

throughlovepotion."

Andiswa:"youareright"

Thesalesladycametowardsus.

Lady:"areyoustillfineladies?"

Andiswa:"Ilovethebridemaid'sdressandmy

weddinggownisperfect."

Lady:"wonderful.Andyoumam?"

Lisa:"sheistakingit"



Me:"no...."

Unami:"yes.Weloveit.Wearestillsearchingfor

bridesmaidsdresses."

Lady:"okmam"

Me:"no"

Theystoodupandpulledmyhand.

Lisa:"uyashadawena.Ngekesidlalewena(you

aregettingmarried.Wewon'tbeplayedbyyou)"

Me:"haibo!"

Them :"shh"

.

.

*DINA*

Me:"Aunty"

Aunty:"Hayi!Seewhereyouaregonnaburyyour

sister.Wedon'twantanythingthatassociatewith

yourmother"



TearsleftmyeyesasIcraddlesmyselfonthe

bedroomcorner.

Me:"kemasoabigorom.....(Iamsorryaunty.....)"

Aunty:"Don'tcallmeagainLineo!"

ShehunguponmeandIcried.Idon'tknowwhat

todo.Sinaisatthemotuaryfor4daysnowandit's

agoodthingIsignedSinaforafuneralpolicybutI

don'tthinkitwillpayoutbecauseIstarted3months

agowhenshecametolivethisside.Idon'tknow

whattodoatthismomentanhersuddendeathis

definedtakingatollonme.Itookouronlypicture

wehaveofourmotherwhenwewereyoungandI

criedwhileholdingit.Iamalonenow.Welost

MomandnowIlosttheonlypersonwholovedme.

WhohadmybackasIalwayshadhersattimes.

Yesshedidalotofwrongstuffbutshedidn't

deservetodie.Therewasaknockonthedoorand

IstoodupandmademywaytothedoorandI

openedanditwasthatguyagain.

Me:"yourshirtisnotready"

Hewalkedin.



Him:"Iamnothereforthat"

Me:"oh"

Isniffed.

Him:"Howiseverythinggoing?"

Me:"Idon'twantanypitysopleaseleave"

Him:"Iwon't"

"Iheard"

IturnedanditwasMike.helookedrednoteven

pink.

Me:"yeah."

Hewalkedpasttheguyandwenttositonthecouch.

Mike:"Ican'tbelieveit."

Guy:"Iwillseeyoulater."

Me:"Iwilltakeyourshirttothedryclean,youwill

fetchitthere"

Heturnedandheldmywaist.Myheartwasbeating

fast.

Guy:"Iwillfetchyou.Youcan'tbealoneinthis



stateandit'sanorder"

Me:"youdon'tknowmesoyouwon'ttellmeshit!"

Mike:"areyouguysok?"

Guy:"awuthulewena.(Keepquiet)"

Heletgoofmywaistandwalkedout.

Mike:"yourboyfriendlooksviolent"

Me:"hisisnotmyboyfriend."

Iclosedthedoor.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Iwalkedaroundmyoffice.IwasrelievedthatSina

istakencareofandhereZamanicomeswithshit.

Ntethelelo:"YouareriskingusZamani"

Zamani:"Iamalawyer.Iknowhowtocovermy

tracks.Shewon'tknow"



Mbongeni:"Kodwasekumeleumqomevele?(You

havetodateher?)"

Zamani:"wearenotdating.Iamjusthelpingout.

Sheisaloneandhasnooneinhercorner."

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:"fuckyouforbeingsoft!"

Zamani:"Iamolderthanyou.Icanbreakyour

otherleg"

Me:"Nx"

Theknockwaspersistent.

Me:"Openthedoorplease"

ItookthewhiskyandpoureditinaglassandI

gulpedthesubstanceandthedoorslightlyopened

Andithrewtheglasstowardsit.

"Ah!"

Thedooropened.Iwasshakingonanger.

"whatthefuck!?"

Thelo:"Ayanda!"



Me:"Sortit.Before....."

Itookmycrutchandwalkedoutthedoor.

"Mntungwa"

IfeltahandonmyshoulderandSiyamthanda

stoodInfrontofme.

Siya:"whatiswrong.?"

Itriedtocalmdown.Sheheldmyface.

Siya:"lookatme,nothingelse."

IlookedatherandIrestedmyforeheadonhers.

Siya:"calmdown.Whateveritis.Justthink

rationally."

Iheldherwaistwithmyhand.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ifeltmyselfcalmdown.

Siya:"Iloveyoutoo."

ShesmiledandIchuckled.

Me:"howwasthedressfitting?"



Siya:"itwasok"

Me:"don'tyouwanttogetmarriedafterit?"

Sheshookherhead.

Siya:"NotnowMntungwabutwewill"

Inodded.

"MrKhumalo"

Itwasmypa.

Me:"cancelanymeetings"

Her:"yessir"

Shewasstillstandingthere.

Siya:"let'sgosoIcancookforyoubaby"

ShelookedatmyPAandthentookmyhandI

wantedtochuckle.

Me:"(whispering)youdon'thavetobejealous."

Siya:"Doyouwanttostayor...."

Me:"no.Iwanttobewithyouandhavedesertas

well"



Siya:"sure,custardandpudding"

Wegotintheelevator.

Me:"andabitMthanda?"

Ibitmybottomlipandshelaughed.

Siya:"mmmhmaybe."

Me:"letmecallthedriver,youshouldlearntodrive

"

Siya:"yeah"

Me:"theladies?"

Siya:"arghIwillseethemlater"

Inodded.

.

.

.
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*DINA'SAUNT*

Iwaspacingupanddownthelounge.Lineois

testingmeforreal.AftercountlesstimesIhave

toldherandhersisterthatshemustpretendweare

deadtoher.

Me:"Thabi!"

Thabi:"Mme(mom)"

Me:"nkhonookae?(whereisgranny?)"

Shewalksinthelounge.

Thabi:"inherbedroom.Shesaidwhateveryou

wanttosaycometoher"

Ipushheroutofthewayandwenttomymother's

room.

Mom:"hobanenghaoloanalemamati?(whatis

goingon?whyareyoufightingwiththedoors?)"



Sheatupfromhebed.

Me:"Lineocalled."

Mom:"obatlaeng?(whatdoesshewant?)"

Me:"khaitselieahaeeshoele(Hersisterisdead)"

Iwaspacingupanddown.

Mom:"whatdoesshewant?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Mom:"HakebatlehoamanalebanabaLetsha(I

don'twantanythingtodowithLetsha'schildren)"

Me:"exactly.Afterwhatshedid.hokhethamonna

eaokametsenglelapalahaemonnaoaSezulumme

shebajoaleoileabalehammeamosiealebrats

eooileautloabohlokohofihlelaakenakalebitleng

mmejoalebanabahaebabatlahotlamona?Che,

kehana!(choosingamanoverherfamilyaZulu

manandlooknowheranawayandleftherwith

thosebratsshesufferedtillshegotinthegraveand

nowherkidswanttocomehere?noIrefuse!)"

Mom:"Idon'twantanythingtodowithher!"



Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Thabi:"mme"

Me:"engNthabiseng?(whatNthabiseng?)"

Thabi:"ntateoteng(dadishere)"

Me:"wewilltalklatermme(mom)"

Mom:"Idon'twantLetsha'skidshere."

Me:"theywon'tcome."

Iwalkedoutofthedoor.

.

.

*DINA*

Itookthetraywiththecupsandtheleftover

biscuitsandwenttothekitchen.Iputthedishesin

thesinkandthetrayawayandIwentbacktothe

lounge.

Mike:"Idon'tknowwhyshebrokeupwithme"

Me:"Michael"



Hesobbedanditwasheartbreaking.

Mike:"Ilovedherdespitewhatmyfamilyand

friendssaid.Istillloveher.Dina"

Ididn'tknowwhattodo.Iambleedingonmyown.

Me:"I....She.Lovedyouaswell"

Mike:"thenwhydidsheleaveme?"

Me:"shewasconfused.Shewas28years."

Mike:"Jesouhaitequenousayonsunbébé(Iwish

wehadababy)"

Hesaidwhilelookingatherbabypicture.

Me:"onnepeutrienfairemaintenant,elleestmorte.

jesuisdésolé(wecan'tdoanythingnow.Sheis

deadIamsorry)"

Hewipedhistears.

Me:"canwestoptalkingfrench.Idon'tknowalot"

Hechuckled.

Mike:"mesexcuses(myapologies)"

Igavehimaneyeandhelaughed.



Mike:"Idon'tknowhowIwillgohome.Ifeellost"

Me:"Ihaveanextraroom.Youcanstay."

Mike:"thankyou"

HekissedmyhandandIsmiled.Therewasa

knockonthedoor.Istoodupandwenttogetitand

itwasthatguyagain.

Me:"don'tyouhavealife?"

Him:"Ido"

Me:"whatisyourname?"

Him:"Zamani"

Me:"surname?"

Hechuckled.

Zamani:"uyasifunayini?(Youwantit?)"

Me:"ewwunoAngifuni(noIdon'twant)"

Hechuckled

Zamani:"practicemakesperfect"

Me:"surnameabuti"



Zamani:"Khumalo"

Helookedintomyeyeswhenhesaidthatandmy

heartthubed.

Me:"letelametsotso(waitaminute)"

Iclosedmyeyes.

Me:"AreyourelatedtoanyAyandaKhumalo?"

Zamani:"Howdoyouknowmybrother?"

Hetiltedhisheadwithhandsinhispocket.

Mikeclearedhisthroat.

Me:"asyoucanseeIhavecompany"

Zamani:"Iwasaskingaquestion"

Me:"MikeIwillbeback"

Henoddedandwesteppedoutbytherails.

Me:"Mysister'sex.Shewasonthehuntforhim

andnowshesuddenlydies.Strange"

Iturnedandhelookedatme.Heisweird.

Me:"whyareyouquiet.?Youknowsomething"



Zamani:"evenifIdidIwouldn'ttellyou"

Me:"Youdidsomethingtomysister!.you......"

Ichargedtowardshimandknuckledhimonthe

faceandtearsrandownmyeyesasIpunchedhis

chest.Heheldmyhands.

Me:"tlohela'nafeela!(Leavemealone)"

Zamani:"calmdown"

Iwasfightingforhimtoletmego.

Zamani:"Dina!"

Hesaidinanauthoritivevoice.Hewasn'tshouting.

Me:"Sin....Sina"

Zamani:"Iamsorry"

Istoppedfightingandjustcried.Hewipedhis

bloodandengulfedmeinahug,Iletoutascream

andcarryoncrying.

Me:"Ihatemyself."

Zamani:"shhhh"

ItcutsdeeptoloosemysisterlikethatIjustwish



thiswasalladream.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Iwasinthekitchencooking.Iwasdonewithwhat

wassupposedtobeonthestoveandnowjust

waitingforthemeatintheoven.Iwipedmyhands

andIwenttotheloungeandsatnexttoAyandaand

heheldmywaist.

Ayanda:"Mymindistellingmeno,butmybody,

mybodyistellingyes,baby.Idon'twanttohurtno

bodybutthere'ssomethingImustconfess"

Ilookedathimandwechuckled.

Ayanda:"Idon'tseenothingwrongwithalittle

bump'ngrind"

Me:"nobump'ngrindbeforesupperMr"

Ayanda:"didyouhavetoruinthemoment?"

Igotup.



Me:"Yourbodyshouldsaynobaby."

Ayanda:"justwatch.Ayandajnrwillbeinyousoon

"

Me:"andyouwilldiefrommekillingyou"

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"Iamkiddingbaby"

Me:"betterbe"

Iwalkedtothekitchen.

Ayanda:"(shouting)youaregonnagoononeknee

right?"

Me:"No.!"

Ishoutedback

Ayanda:"But...."

Me:"noguys.YoushouldbehappyIfeedyou"

Ayanda:"youaresupposedto"

Me:"Ishouldbeinres"

Hekeptquiet.



Me:"youok?"

Ayanda:"don'tplaylikethat"

Icheckedthemeat.

Me:"Iamnotplayingbaby.Iamnot"

Igiggled.

Me:"perfect"

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Wehadjusthaddinnerandputthekidstorest.

Ntethelelowenttoaworkmeetingandhehasn't

camebackasyet.Iwasreadingabookwhenthe

dooropenerandhewalkedinholdingflowersanda

boxofLindtchocolate.Ismiled.

Me:"isitValentine's?"

Ntethelelo:"(perksmylips)itdoesn'tneedtobe"

Me:"oryouarejustapologizing"



Ntethelelo:"yesIcamehomelatesugarplum"

Me:"allisforgiven"

Igavehimaperk.IputtheflowersandLindtonthe

sideandgotoffthebed.

Me:"Now"

Iheldhimwithhistieanduntiedit."

Me:"Nowletsplayagame"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Ntethelelo:"whoishiding?"

Iwentonmytoesandkissedhim.

Me:"Mntungwa"

Itouchedhiscrotch.hegroaned.

Ntethelelo:"(softly)Whoisseaking?"

Me:"Ngcolosi"

Ntethelelo:"Ilikethesoundofthat"

HekissedmylipsandIreturneditholdinghis

shouldersandhepickedmeupandIgiggled

frightenedabitandheputmedownandhehovers



me.

Me:"shh"

Hebithisbottomlipandchuckledbeforehekissed

myneck.

.

.

*MERCY*

Istoodthereholdingthecounter.Themorning

sicknessisgettingtometoomuch.Imovedoutof

ourmainbedroomandourhomehasturnedcold.I

didn'twantYolandalivinginsuchanenvironment

sosheisathergrandparents.Ihaven'ttold

AndiswaaboutmystatushenceIdeclinedtheinvite

toherlobolabutIamgoingtobethereather

wedding.IfeellikeIamfallingapart.Likenothing

existsanymore.IliftmyheadupwhenIfeelthe

presenceofsomeoneandit'ssandileholdinga

PaperbagfromSteers.Hewalksoverandplacesif

onthecounter.ThesmelliscallingmebutIdonot



act.

Sandile:"howareyoufeeling?"

Ilookathim.

Sandile:"(sigh)Mercy"

Me:"watdidIdotoyou?"

Sandile:"'iamsorry"

Me:"allyouknowistodaysorrysandileheh!?"

Sandile:"Ican'tundoeverythingbutIcanrightmy

wrongs."

Ishookmyheadintears.

Me:"Iwantadivorce"

Iwalkedawayfromhim.

Sandile:"Mercy"

Me:"YouplayedwithmylovesandileIamtiredI

amalsohuman.Iamtired"

Iwalkedupthestairsleavinghiminthekitchen.I

lostmyappetite.

.



.
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*MERCY*

Istrippedoffmyclothesandlookedatmyself

throughthemirrorandIwasstillfinebutIdon'tfeel

fine.Ifeelweakandit'slikeIamgoingtodropat

anymoment.Thebumpisnotasvisibleasyetbutit

willbeinnjustafewmonths.Thedooropenedand

hewalkedinsideandIwenttotheclosetv

Sandile:"thereisgottobesomethingMercyplease

don'tleaveme"

Me:"Iamtiredsandile."

Sandile:"Iwilltryandbebetter"



Me:"untilthentrytobeabetterfatherforourkids.

Notme.YouandIareover"

Itookmypyjamasandhewentdownonhisknees.

Sandile:"(sobbing)Mercy,I..."

Iwasheartbroken.Hedoesn'tusuallyshow

emotionsjustbehindthestatementofIamaman

butheisrightnow.YetIwon'tfallforit.

Me:"Move.MydecisionisfinalandIamtaking

Yolandawithme.Youwillseeherifyouwant"

Sandile:"wherewillyougo?"

Me:"Pretoria"

IworemypyjamasandIwalkedpasthimwhilehe

sobbedonthefloor.Itbrokemyheartbutit'snot

breakingmemorethanwhat'sgoingonatthe

moment.

.

.

.

*DINA*



Iwokeupinthemorning.Ireallypunchedthatguy

andIdon'tregretit.Ihaveafeelingthattheydid

killSinabutfornowIhavetomakeaplanofhow

amIgoingtoburyher.IwenttowashbeforeI

mademywaytothelivingareaandMichaelis

sittinginfrontoftheblanktvwhiledrinkingteaor

coffee.

Me:"Morning"

Hetiltedhisheadmydirection.

Mike:"Morning"

Me:"Haveyouhadanybreakfast?"

Youcanseeheisdefeatedanddistraught.

Mike:"No.Iamok"

Hesmiles.

Me:"Michaelyouhavegottoeat."

Mike:"HowcanI?"

Me:"starvingyourselfwon'tbringSinaback."



Mike:"Imightaswelljoinher."

Me:"it'sthepainthat'stalking.Atleasthavesome

yogurt"

Henoddedandistoodupandmademywaytothe

kitchen.IgotthereandItookouttheyogurtfrom

thefridgeandIwenttogiveittohimandheouthis

coffeedown.

Mike:"Thankyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iwillmakesomecereals."

Mike:"wherewillshebeburried?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ireallydon'tknow.Idon'tknowwhatIshouldbe

doingatthismoment.IsighedasImademywayto

thekitchenandtookoutsomecereals.

.

.

*ANDISWA*



IrolledoffthebedandlandedonthefloorandI

criedwhilegettingupandNtethelelogroaned.I

threwapillowoverathimandhewokeup.

Ntethelelo:"YinimanjeAndiswa?(What'swrong

Andiswa?)"

Me:"youpushedmeover"

Hesatupandlethishandouttome.

Ntethelelo:"Iamsorrysugarplum"

Hepulledmeup.

Me:"thankyou.Iwanttovisitdad"

Ntethelelo:"ok.Wewillbothgo.Whenis

umembeso?"

Me:"Ihaven'tsetthedateyetforthatbutuMabois

in2-3months.Iamnotsure."

Ntethelelo:"Iwanttowifeyoubeforeyougraduate"

IgiggledandItookmysilkgown.

Me:"letmegocheckonthekids."



Henoddedandgotoffthebedyawning.Iwalked

outofthebedroomandImademywaytothe

nurseryandMinenhlewasalreadyup.Hewas

holdingZikhali.

Minenhle:"Iwonderhowmysonwouldlookifit

washisgenesandmine?"

Iwalkedinandclearedmythroatandheldhim.

Minenhle:"ohAndiswa"

Me:"it'sMrsKhumalo"

Minenhle:"Onpaper"

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?Tolookafterthe

kidsortodroolovermyhusband?"

Minenhle:"whicheveroneyoutakemam"

Me:"outmysondown.Iwantyououtinthenext

hour."

Minenhle:"butIamthebreadwinnerathome"

Me:"youshouldhavethoughtofthat."

ItookZikhaliandLethoandwalkedoutclickingmy

tongue.Igotinourbedroomandthebedwas



made.Ioutthemonthebednicelyandcalled

Ntethelelo

Ntethelelo:"sugarplum?"

Me:"IfiredtheNanny"

Heappeared.

Ntethelelo:"why?"

Me:"sheiswantingyou"

Hefrowned.

Ntethelelo:"shouldIgetanewone?"

Me:"pleasebabyandanolderone"

Ntethelelo:"ok."Me:"keepwatch.Iamgoingto

bath"

henoddedandikissedhischeekandwalkedoutto

thebathroom.

.

.

*AYANDA*



Me:"Zamaniletthisgo.Thejobisdonealready.

Wedon'tneedtoburytheenemy"

Mbongeni:"ngizokushayawena(Iwillhityou)"

Zamani:"Iamdoingit."

Thelo:"Iamout.Don'taskformetobailyouout."

Ihungupandgroaned.Zamaniisfrustratinglikea

7yearoldchild.AknockcameintomystudyandI

pouredwhiskyandIdrankdown.

Siya:"Baby"

Me:"mmmh"

Siya:"whateverupsetyouthrowitoutofthe

windowmawukhulumanami(whenyoutalktome

)"

Me:"Iamsorrybaby"

Shewalkedin.

Siya:"Iwon'task."

Me:"wearegoingtothemall"

Siya:"towhat?"



Me:"Iwanttogetanengagementringforyou"

Siya:"that'snotnecessary"

Me:"please"

Shesighed.

Siya:"justgetthatinyourmindthatIwillmarryyou

onceIamready"

Me:"Icanlivewiththat"

Itookmycrutchandwalkeduptoher,Iheldher

waist.

Me:"butyouareMrsKhumaloalready"

Siya:"Iwillbringbackyourmoney"

Me:"no.Iamjoking."

Siya:"yourbreakfastisreadyandauntyKhulisiwe

phoned.SheisComingback.

Me:"ok.Areyoufinewiththat?"

Siya:"yes.Verymuch.Letmegoarmupyourfood

"

ShewalkedoutandIwhistledafterher.



Siya:"Iheardthat"

Ichuckled.Ican'twaittomarryherandmakeher

mine.

.

.

.
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IwalkedoutofthebathroomandNtethelelowas

layingonthebednexttohiskids.Iwenttotake

thelotion.

Ntethelelo:"babyIhavebeenthinking"

Me:"off?"

Idroppedthetowelandstartedtolotionmybody.



Ntethelelo:"howaboutIlayyoudown?"

Me:"haibombulazi"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"imjoking..Iwasthinkingthatsince

auntyKhulisiweiscomingbackshelooksafterthe

kidsinthemeantimetillwegetapropernanny"

Me:"ifshewon'tmind.Butiamnotworkingatthe

momentsoIcandoit"

Ntethelelo:"yesbutyouhavedressfittingsand

cakeeating'sandalsoyouneedsometimeto

yourselfaswellonceinawhile.Idon'twantyou

lookinglikeazombieonourweddingday."

Me:"sweet,ok.Igetyourpoint."

Henodded.

Me:"ifsheagreesthenit'sok"

Ntethelelo:"thankyou"

Iworemyunderwearandmademywaytothe

closetandIgotdressed.IputonmysandalsandI

wentoutoftheclosetandMinenhlewasstanding



bythedoor.

Minenhle:"pleaseIneedthisjob"

Ntethelelo:"mywifehasmadeadecisionandifshe

feelslikeyoumakeheruncomfortablethenyou

shouldleave."

Minenhle:"please"

Sheplacedherhandsonhischest.

Me:"excuseyou"

Shelookedatme.

Me:"Youtimeisup.Pleaseleave"

ShelookedatmethenNtetheleloandwalkedoff.

Ntetheleloclosedthedoorandilookedathim.

Ntethelelo:"sugarplum?"

Me:"Don'tevenNtethelelo.Whatisgoingon

betweenyoutwo?"

Ntethelelo:"Nothingbaby"

Me:"mmmh"

Hesteppedcloserandiwalkedtothebedandtook



zikhali.

Ntethelelo:"iloveyou"

Me:"iknow"

Ntethelelo:"meaningiwouldn'tcheatonyou"

Me:"Ididn'tsayyouwould"

Ntethelelo:"butyoudidinnotsomanyways."

Heseemedpissed.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ntethelelo:"Iwillgetanewnanny"

Hetooklethoandhewalkedout..isighed

Me:"Onannybenu(yournanny)"

ZikhalilookedatmeandIkissedhischeekbefore

takingmybagandifollowedout.Iwalkeddown

thestairsandimademywaytotheoutside

Ntethelelowasloadingthekidsbagsin.Iput

zikhalionhiscarseat.

Me:"haveyoueaten?"

Ntethelelo:""wewillbuyontheway"



Heclosedthedoor.

Me:Mbulazi"

Heopenedthefrontdoorandlookedatme.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ntethelelo:"Iknow"

Me:"youlovemeangini?(Isn'tit?)"

Hisfacesoftenedandhechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"youhavwtofindthatanswer"

Me:"ofcauseyoudo.Wewouldn'tbegetting

marriedifyoudidn't"

Hechuckled

Me:"andIamsorryforeverything"

Ntethelelo:"it'sok"

Me:"councilingagain?"

Ntethelelo:"Ithinkit'sthebestdecision"

Me:"ok.Iloveyou"

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyoutoo"



IsmiledandIopenedmydpprandwegotinthecar

andclosedthedoorandbuckledupbeforehedrove

off.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Itookthephoneandihelditinmyhand.Islowly

dialedthenumberandIputthephoneonmyear.I

leanedagainstthewallandbreathedout.Itwent

throughluckilyandheanswered.

Dad:"Hello"

Me:"Dadit'smeUnathi"

Dad:"babygal.Iwillseeyouwhenicomeback

fromSwaziland."

Me:"Iknow.Uhmdad"

Dad:"what'sthematter?"

Therewasalumponmythroat.



Me:"uhmIcalledmomtocomeandIcouldn'ttell

herbecauseIdon'tfullytrusther"

Dad:"UnathiIamshockedaswelland

disappointedandhavealotof.Questions.It'sbest

ifwetalkwhenIcomeback"

Me:"Justpromisetotakecareof....."

Dad:"Iwilltakecareofmygrandchild"

Inoddedandsniffed.

Dad:"itwillbeok"

Inodded.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Dad:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Ismiled.IhungupandItuenedandgavetheother

ladyaturnonthephone.Itouchedmyflatstomach

andwipedmytearsandmademyway.Ididn't

thinkitwouldhappen.Ihaven'tbeenfeelingok

latelysoIjustconcludedthatIampregnant.Ijust

hopethistimearoundmydaughterorsonsurvives.

.



.

*DINA*

Michaelandilefttogetherandwewenttothe

motuarytoseeSinaafterherbodywasremovedof

anyofthebulletsandshelookedpeacefuleven

thoughherbodywasinabadstate,betterIguess

butitstillhurttoseeherlikethat.Michaelcouldn't

takeitandwesatthereforsometimebefore

leavingandwewentourseperateways.Igotinmy

carandIjustletthetearsflowonmeandIjust

cried.Itwastoomuch.Itookoutmyphoneand

triedmyauntandshesentmetovoicemailandi

sighedandcried.Idon'tknowwhattodoatthis

point.ShouldIjustburyhertomorrow?She

deservesadignifiedfuneralbutIhavenoone

aroundmetohelpmewiththat.Ifeellike

everythingisamessandIcan'thandleanything.I

startedmycarwhilewipingmytearsanddroveoff,

Iopentheradioandit'splayingasongmomused

tosingforuswhenwewereyoung.It'sEverytime

aftermeandsinausedtofightoversomething,I



feltmychestpainingandtearsblindingmyeyes.

"Iknowsometimesitseemsasif,we'restandingall

alone

Bewe'llgetthroughit,'causelovewon'tletusfall

Countonmethroughthickandthin

Afriendshipthatwillneverend

Whenyouareweak,Iwillbestrong

Helpingyoutocarryon

Callonme,Iwillbethere,don'tbeafraid

PleasebelievemewhenIsay,counton

There'saplaceinsideofallofus

Whereourfaithinlovebegins

Youshouldreachtofindthetruthinlove

Theanswerstherewithin,oh

Iknowthatlifecanmakeyoufeel

It'smuchharderthanitreallyis

Butwe'llgetthroughit,justdon'tgivein....."



AbigthuddistractedmeandIwipedmytearsbut

theykeptcomingout.Iopenedkydoorandwiped

mytearsoncemorebeforeIcouldseeclearlyanda

manwascomingtowardsme.Ohcarscollided.

Himdoyouknowhowmuchthiscarcosts?!"

Hewasshouting.

Me:"Iamsorry."

Moretearsrolleddown.

Him:"thisisaGermanimportedcar,youcan'tfind

itinSouthAfrica"

Me:"ohmyGod"

HowamIgonnapaythat?Iwentdownonmy

kneesandcried.

Him:"Iamcallingmylawyer.Youwilldealwithhim

."

Heclickedhistongueandwenttohiscar.Ifelt

numb.

.

.



*ANDISWA*

Wefirstwenttohavesomebreakfastanditwas

reallyfunbeingouttogetherasafamily.Ntethelelo

reallymakestimetobewithhisfamilyandIreally

appreciatethat.Afterwewenttobuysomelittle

treatswewillgohomewith.,Ireallymisseddad

butIamgettingthehangoflivingapartfromhim.

WhenwegottoMamelodiIwasexcitedlikeakid

gettinganewtoy.WereachedhomeandNtethelelo

parkedupfrontandIopenedthedoorandIgotout.

Ntethelelo:"youwillreachteinsideSthandwaSam

(mylove)"

Me:"ok"

Hechuckledandhegotout.Itooklethoandhetook

ZikhaliandhesaidIshouldgiveehimlethoaswell.

Hewillhandlethem.Igavehimthekidsandtook

thwbagsandwemadeourwayinside.Iknocked

onthedoorbeforeopening.

Meknockknock"



Therewasalaughter.Istoodinthemiddleofthe

room.

Dad:"heyangel"

Me:"hidad."

Sheputhercupdownandcametohugme.

Her:"it'sbeensolongsinceIlastsawyou.Atthe

funeralright?"

Ne:"auntyPhili"

Ismiled.Idon'tknowhermuch,sheisn'tmother's

cousinandionlymetheratthefuneralande

introducedherself.Sheisaveryniceladybutwhy

isshedoinghere?

Phili:"Imetyourfatherafewdaysagoandh

mentionedyouaregettingmarried.Wowgaliamso

happy"

Ismiled.

Philip:Ntombiyourkidsohtheylooksocuteand

chubby"



ShetookZikhalifromNtethelelo.

Phili:"hellomkhwenyana"

Ntethelelo:"hi"

Heclearedhisthroat.Ilookedatdad.

Dad:"wejustcamefrom breakfast"

Ilookedathim.Hechuckled.

Dad:"Ntethelelo"

Ntethelelo:"MrBhengu"

Dad:"bringthelittleonehere"

Me:"wow"

Philip:"theylookadorableNdiswayouyouhave

reallygoodgenes"

Wesatdown.Iwasdefeated.Whatisgoingonhere

?

.

.

*DINA*



Thepolicehavecameandgoneandsoasthe

ambulance.MycarinsuranceIhaveinformedthem

andmycarwastowedaway.Itwasreallydamaged

butnotlikethisman's'Germancar'Iamnothearing

themeforhowbrokeIwillgoandhowexpensiveit

is.

Him:"mylawyerishere"

Iwonderifheevenhasacarinsurance.Iama

messandatthispointIdon'tcareaboutalotof

things.Hislawyermadehiswaytous.Couldn'tthe

worldjustkilledmeoncebecauseIamgoingtogo

tojailformurderreally.

Me:"doyouhavetobeeverywhereIgo?"

Iwaspissedoff.

Zamani:"Hitoyoutoo"

Me:"Nx"

Guy:"heywearehereaboutme.Shecrashedmy

car,Iammissingamillionstendermeetingatthis

momentBecauseofyourmess"



Hepointedatme.

Zamani:"whichcarMrMhlongo?"

Me:"IamsurethiscarisinSouthAfricauzama

ukuzenzajuicylah(heistryingtomakehimself

juicy)"

Irolledmyeyes.Zamanichuckledandthisman

wastiming.

Guy:"NgizokufakaimpamaNtombazane(Iwill

slapyougal)"

Me:"Leka'meubone,leka(tryandsee,try!)"

Zamani:"calmdown"

Guy:"mywholecarisdamaged"

Me:" ubualeshano,kepelefeelahosenyehileng

(youarelying,it'sonlythefrontthat'sdamaged.)"

Guy:"it'stheLaFerrari"

Zamaniwhistledshakinghishead

Me:"whyareyouwhistling?"

Guy:"thecarcostme£2million"



Me:"eng?Wahlanya?(What?Areyoucrazy?)"

Zamani:"andyouhavetopayforit"

Me:"butit'sthefrontthat'sonlydamaged."

Guy:"Icalledthegaragewheretheyareanalysing

mycarandthequotationis500thousand"

Me:"rand?"

Guy:"pounds"

Ilaughed.

Me:"whydidn'tyoubuyacarfromSouthAfrica.I

won'tpayforthat.MinaIgetpaidinrand'snot

pounds.IwillbuyyouaGolfinthemeantimeyou

buyanotherGermancar."

Zamanichuckled.

Zamani:"youhavetopayforitorwearrestyou."

Me:"youwouldn't"

Guy:"tryme"

Heturnedandanothercameandhewenttoitand

gotin.



Me:"Wewillbothgotojail"

Zamani:"didnothing"

Me:"Iknowyoukilledmysister"

Zamani:"Ididn'tandyoumightnotknowwhois

watching"

Me:"Youareanassyouknowabum"

Tearsweldedmyeyes.Iaminalotoftrouble.

WhereamIgonnagetthatkindofmoney?

Me:"whereamIgonnagetthatkindofmoney?"

Isniffed.

Me:"Imightaswellsellmybodyinthethestreet

corner."

HecrouchedInfrontofme.

Zamani:"Icanpayitoffforyou"

Me:"how?"

Zamani:"Iamamanwithaplan."

Me:"menarenotusuallynice,whatdoyouwantin

return?"



Zamani:"2dayswithyou"

Me:"what?No!"

Zamani:"yourchoice"

Me:"youareasickpervert"

Zamani:"youaresickbecausespendingadaywith

someonedoesn'tnecessarilyinvolvepenetrationall

thetime."

Me:"mmmh"

Zamani:"comeletmetakeyouhome.

Me:"Idon'twanttobehomeatthemoment.It

suffocatesme"

Zamani:"Ihavetobeincourtinanhour"

Me:"Iwilljoinyouthen"

Heshookhisheadandpickedupmybagandshoes

andcarriedmeandwenttohiscar.

.

.

Tobecontinued



[09/17,18:44] :~Mistress~

Insert98

Iwasstillriddledinthoughtsandstillconfused.

Whatisreallygoingonbetweendadandaunty

Philip?Itcan'tbenotsomething.Theydon'tknow

eachotherthatwelltohavebreakfasttogether.I

wasinthekitchenmakingalightmealforeveryone

andIwasfrustratedaswell.

"Youwillbreakthedishes"

IturnedandauntyPhilipwalkedin.

Phili:"letmehelp"

Me:"it'sok"

Shenodded.

Phili:"Iamnotheretoreplaceyourmother"

Me:"whatisgoingon?"

Phili:"nothing.Wejusthadbreakfastandifthat



madeyouuncomfortablethenIapologise"

Isighed.

Me:"no.Uhmit'sok.Iamjustoverreacting"

Shegiggledandhelpedmeputwithmakingthe

salad.

Phili:"IamhereforyouandyourfatherAndiswa"

Me:"thankyouaunty.Hearingsomeonefrommy

mom'sfamilysaythatreallywarmsmyheart"

Phili:"it'sgreattoseeyougrow.Iamhappy"

Ismiled.

Me:"soyouanddad"

Shegiggled.

Philip:"nothingisgoingon"

Me:"youareverysweetandIwouldn'tmind"

Phili:"afterwhatyoudidearlieron.Idon'tthinkso"

Welaughed.

Me:"butheisagreatman"



Phili:"everywoman'sdreamman"

Shewasstarringintospace.

Me:"pleasecometomywedding."

Shelookedatme.

Phili:"ofcause.Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld."

Ismiled.

Me:"thankyou"

Dad:"isthefoodcoming?"

Me:"indodayakho(Yourman)"

Phili:"Iwillhityou"

Welaughed.

Me:"yesdad."

Dad:"AndiswayouaregonnastarveNtethelelo"

Phililaughed.

Phili:"kancanebaba(abit)"

Ilookedatherandjustchuckled.Thisisgonnabe

interesting.



.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

wearrivedatthemallandwejustwentaround

beforemakingourwaytothejewelleryshopandwe

sawbeautifulrings.Aladyjusttookouttheringfor

usandplaceditonthecounter.Ayandatookitand

wasabouttogoonhiskneeandIstoppedhim.

Me:"babyyouarehurt"

Ayanda:"Ihavetodoitright"

Me:":nexttime.Iappreciatethethought"

Hesmiledandkissedmycheekbeforeslidingthe

ringintomyfinger.Ilookedatit.

Ayanda:"itsperfect"

Tearsweldedupinmyeyesandhepulledmetohis

chest.

Ayanda:"shh"



Therewassilence.Iremovedmyselffromhimand

wipedmytearsandbreathedout.

Me:"thankyouforseeingmeworthy"

Ayanda:"thankyouforlovingme"

Ikissedhislipsandpeopleclappedtheirhands

aroundthestore.Igiggledandwebrokeit.

Me:"nowtheyaremakingmeshy"

Hechuckled.

Lady:"Iwillprepareyourpayment"

Shewalkedoff.

Ayanda:"NowletsgetyougraduatedandbeDr

Khumalo."

Me:"hasaveryniceringtoit."

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"Iloveyoubaby"

Me:"IloveyoutooMntungwa"

Iperkedhislips.Theladycamebackandhepaid

forthering.ItwasbeautifulshameandIdon'tthink



Iwilleventakeitoffforthatmatter.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

wewalkedtotheloungewiththefoodanddadwith

NtethelelowerewatchingTV.Wegavethemtheir

foodandtheythankedusandwewenttogetours

andIsatnexttoNtetheleloandweprayedbefore

eating.

Dad:"sohowarethepreparationsgoing?"

Me:"verywelldad.Wewillhaveumembesofirst

beforeuMabowhereIamofficiallybecomea

Khumalobytradition."

Dad:"that'sgood.Ntetheleloareyoupreparedfor

yourpocketsbecausemydaughterlikesfiner

thingsinlife."

Me:"baba"

Dad:"what?"



Me:"youarepaintingmered"

Ntethelelo:"Iam"

Phili:"andIdon'tmindhelpingwithanything.Even

ifyouwantmetobabysitthosemunchies"

Me:"Iwillkeepthatinmind."

Shesmiled.

Me:"IwanttogetmarriedbeforeIgraduate"

Dad:"rushisyournamenow"

Welaughed.

Me:"dad"

Dad:"IamjustsayinganywayuMembesowillbe

Ehlatikhulu,"

Me:"Iknow"

IlookedatNtethelelo.Hesmiled.

Phili:"youaresocutetogether."

Me:"soareyou"

Dadchockedonhisfoodandphiligotupandwent

tofetchwaterforhim.Ntetheleloleanedbymyear



andwhispered.

Ntethelelo:"Ithinktheyaredating"

Me:"it'sfastthough"

Ntethelelo:"atleastit'ssomeoneyouknow"

Me:"yeahmaybe."

Phili:"areyouok?"

Dadnodded.

Me:"sorry"

Igiggledandtheyshotmealook.

.

.

*DINA*

Ididn'tfeelthedrivenorhearorseehowThis

creaturenexttomeislikeincourtbecauseIwas

toodistractedbymyworries.

Lady:"Hereisyourordersir"



Shehandedthepaperbagtohimandhetookthem

andgavethemtomeandItookouttheburgerand

ate.Hedroveoff.

Zamani:"Youaskyouknow"

Me:"mmmh"

Therewassilence.

Zamani:"sowhereareyouburyingyoursister?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

IdrankmyMilkshake.

Me:"atthispointIdon'tknowhowIwillburyher"

Henodded.

Zamani:"youneedtorest"

Me:"Ican't.Ijustneedtotryathomebuttheywant

nothingwithme."

Zamani:"familyissues?"

Me:"yes."

Zamani:"itwillbeok?"

Ilookedathim.



Me:",,willit?Willitreallybeok?Thingsarejust

gettingmessedup"

IdrankmyMilkshake.

Zamani:"itdoesn'tmatter.Icanhelp"

Me:"Idon'ttrustyou"

Zamani:"thenyougottahavefaith"

Ilookedathim."

Me:"Youareonemessedupman"

Hehuckle.

Zamani:"howdoyouknow?"

Me:",Iknow.Whereisthewifeinallofthis?"

Heshifted.

Zamani:"Iwouldrathernottalkaboutthat"

Therewassadnessinhisvoice.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Henoddedandclenchedhisjaw.Ikeptlookingat

himbeforelookingoutthewindow..



.

.

Tobecontinued

[09/17,18:45] :~Mistress~

Insert99

*ZAMANI*

"Hesaid"I'llloveyoutillIdie",shetoldhim"You'll

forgetintime"

Astheyearswentslowlyby,shestillpreyedupon

hismind

Hekeptherpictureonhiswall,wenthalf-crazynow

andthen

Hestilllovedherthroughitall,hopingshe'dcome

backagain

Keptsomelettersbyhisbeddatednineteensixty-



two

Hehadunderlinedinredeverysingle"Iloveyou"

Igulpedmywhiskeywhilelookingatthepictureand

therewasaknockonthedoor,itopenedslowly

andIdidn'tmovemyeyesfromthepainingabove.

"Zamani"

Ikeptquietandclenchedmyjaw.Smallsteps

comingclosertomeandshelaysherhandonmy

shoulder.

"Sheisbeautiful"

Ijuststaredatthepicture.Thebothofusinsilence

foraminuteandIturnedtoher.

Me:"Iwanttoburnit"

Dina:"Don't.Youcanputitaway"

Shewalkscloser.

Dina:"Youalwayskeepaphotoofhereverywhere

yougo?"

Iclearedmythroat.



Me:"Onlythehouseandhere"

Dina:"it'snoteasygettingoveralovedone."

Sheranherfingersonthepainting.

Dina:"Someoneyouusedtoloveandthewayyou

partedwasn'tinabadway.It'sjustunexpected."

Ikeptquietandsheranherfingersonthewalland

turned.

Dina:"Deathisunpredictable.Itbringsmorepain

thanheartbreak"

IstoodupandputtheglassonthedresserandI

holdherwaist.

Me:"Howiseveryonetreatingyou?"

Dina:"Besidesyourbrothers.Everyoneiswell"

Thesongchangedandanothercameon.

Me:"MayIhavethisdance?"

Shegiggled.

Dina:"Youmay"

Iheldherwaistandshelaidherheadonmychest.



Dina:"Yourheartbeatisslow"

Me:"MaybeIshouldgetchecked."

Dina:"Maybe"

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Sheliftedherheadandlookedatme.

Dina:"I....IfeellikeIambetrayingSina"

Me:"With?"

Dina:"(smile)Iloveyoutoo"

IkissedherforeheadbeforeIspunheraroundand

heldherclosetomeaswemovedtothebestofthe

song.

"Andforyourlove

Iwoulddoanything

Justtoseethesmileuponyourface

Foryourlove

Iwouldgoanywhere



JustyoutellmeandI'llberightthere.."

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Iwasrushingaround.Ireallycan'tbelievethatIam

abouttowalkdowntheaisleinjustafewmoments

andsayIdobeforeIbecomeMrsKhumalo.Iam

stressingatthesametime.Thesepastfewmonths

havebeenablissandalsoaroad.Dadisbeing

secretiveaswell.ThingsbetweenNtetheleloandI

havebeensweetaswellasbad.Weconstantly

beenfightingabouthimcominghomelateandhis

traveling.Iknowhehasotherbranchestogoand

checkoutsidetheprovincebut4daysisenough.

NotawholeweekortwobutdespitethatIstillwant

tomarryhim.It'sjustminorstuffright?

"Igotthewine"

Siyamthandawalksinholdingthetwowinebottles

intheair.



Lisa:"PleasecomeandpourIneed."

Me:"Don'tgetdrunkpleaseanddon'tmessup

yourselves."

Siya:"youneedtositdownanddoyourmakeup

Mrsbecauseweareallwaitingforyou"

Shesatonthebed.Isighedandtookthewedding

dress.

Me:"Helpmeke"

Shestoodupandhelpedmegetdressedinmy

dressandtheladiesululated.

Me:"Iamfeelingthepower."

Unami:"FeelitSisi.Feelthepower"

Welaughed.SiyamthandaandNtethelelo'ssisters

willbeinmybridalparty.

Khanyisile:"Ican'twaittillyouaredone"

Siya:"Yeyi"

Therewasaknockonthedoor,ishoutedcomein

andFifiwalkedinwhileholdingflowersandalittle

basket.



Fifi:"Knockknock.Messagefromtheheadoffice"

Me:"Youmadeit"

Fifi:"Icouldn'tmissitfortheworldandyourfiance

gavemeadayoff."

Ipulledmydressupandwalkedtoherandwe

hugged.

Fifi:"thisisforyou"

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Fifi:"it'snotfrommethoughjustknowthat"

Ilaughedandthankedher.Itooktheflowersand

therewasacard.

Siya:"wearagownbeforeyoudoyourmakeup."

Iworethegownandthentookthecardandsaton

thechairandreadthecard.

"Ifallthethingsthatitcanbring,Can'tadduptoone

ounceofyourhappiness"~Stevewonder.

"WellIjustwanttosayIloveyouandyoualready

lookbeautiful.Iwannagrowgreywithyouand

growourlittlebabieswithyoubecauseIdon'tsee



anyoneelseIwouldrathershareafamilywith.I

loveyouAndiswaBhengusincethefirstmomentI

sawyou.Irememberitclearlyanditplayedlikea

wonderfulmoviethatIdidn'twanttogetoutof,that

moviecharacterwillbeInfrontofmefortherestof

mylife.Iloveyou-N.K"

Iwipedmytearandsmiled.

Unami:"Goodthingmakeupwasn'tdone"

Weallgiggled.

Me:'Iamready"

Themakeupartiststarteddoingmakeuponmy

faceandwewererunningabitlate.Whenshewas

doneIlookedsodifferentandmaturedaswell.I

smiled.

Me:"letgogetmemarried."

EveryoneclappedtheirhandsandIworemyshoes

andputontheveil.Theladiesstartedasongand

wewalkedoutoftheroomsinging.

.

.



*NTETHELELO*

Iwasnervous.Ishouldn'tbenervousbecausethis

isthesecondtimebutthepersonIamgoingto

marrymakesmenervous.Idon'tlikethisDinagirl

thatZamaniisinvolvedwith.It'sclearthatheis

inlove.WeareinuMzimkhulu.Andiswa'sideato

haveeverythingcloseandveryfestivewith

neighboursandfamily.Itlooksamazingandthe

bigyardreallyaccommodatedeverythingAndiswa

wanteditssimpleyetelegantaswell.Ifinishedup

gettingdressedandIlookedatmyselfthroughthe

mirror.

Ayanda:"whenImarrySiyamthandaIwantherto

bebroughtinbyadonkey"

Welaughed.

Zamani:"shewillleaveyou"

Mbongeni:"Notevenahoarse"

Ayanda:"that'stoorough.Maybeacow.Youknow

becauseIchow..."



Me:"no.Don't"

Thelo:"wearelate"

Hecheckedhiswatch.

Mbongeni:"let'sgetyoumarried"

Hepattedmyshoulder.Itookalookatmyselfone

lasttimeandwethenwalkedout.Mymomand

auntsstartedsingingmakingnoiseandwetook

somephotostogetherbeforemakingourwaytothe

alterandwaitingforAndiswatocome.People

startedcominginandwasn'tabaddisasterasI

thoughtitwouldbe.Iguessmywifeknowsbest.I

can'twaitforhertobeMrsKhumaloonpaperas

well.Everyonesettledandwewaitedforherto

come.Iguesstheyarelate.Afewmomentslater

andthenthebridesmaidswalkedinwithasong

andthentheweddingsongstartedandeveryone

stoodup.Shewalkedinholdingherfather'shands.

Theweddinggownlookedbeautifulonher.Theveil

wascoveringherfacesoIcouldn'tseeherproperly.

Thewomenululatedasshewalkedcloserand

closertomeandmyheartwasbeating.Iwhispered



tomyself.

Me:"IfaintNtethelelo.Youcandothis"

Mbongenichuckledbehindme.Imetthemhalf

wayandherfatherlookedatmethenher.

MrBhengu:"Breakmydaughter'sheartoreven

causeheranydistress.Iwillspendtherestofmy

daysonearthbehindaprisoncell.Hopethat'sclear

"

Me:"yessir"

Andiswa:"Baba"

Hekissedherhand.

MeBhengu:"Iamproudofyou"

Shesmiled.

Andiswa:"Thankyou"

Itookherhandandheleft.Wewalkedclosertothe

pastor.

Me:"Youlookbeautiful"

Andiswa:"Icouldn'ttopyou"



Ichuckled.

Pastor:"Mayweallseat"

Everyonesatdownandthenoisedied.

Me:"ourlifestartshere"

Ilookedather.

Andiswa:"ouroldchapterclosestoday"

Pastor:"Dearlybeloved,wearegatheredhereinthe

sightofGod,andinthepresenceoffamilyand

friendstojointogetherthismanandthiswomanin

HolyMatrimony,whichiscommendedofSt.Paulto

beanhonorableestate,institutedofGodand

thereforeisnottobeenteredintounadvisedlyor

carelessly,butreverently,joyfullyandintheloveof

God.Intothisholyestatethesetwopersonspresent

comenowtobejoined."

Ibreathedout.

Pastor:","WhogivesthisbridetothisGroomin

marriage?"

Andiswa'sfatherstandsup.



MrBhengu:"Ido"

HewalksclosertousandtakesAndiswa'shand

andkissesitbeforeheplacesitonmine.

Pastor:"Letuspray"

Webowedoutheadsandhestartedaprayerafter

hewasdonewesaidamenandhereadaverse

fromtheBibletous.

Pastor:"Iaskfortherings."

Theycomeforward.

Pastor:"Iaskyoueachnow,torepeatthemarriage

vows"

ItooktheringandIopenedtheboxandtookoutthe

ringandtookoffherengagementringandmovedit

toherrightfingerandthenheldherlefthand.

Pastor:"INtetheleloKhumalo"

Me:"INtetheleloKhumalo"

Pastor:"TakeyouAndiswaBhengu"

Me:"takeyouAndiswaBhengu"



Pastor:"tobemylawfullyweddedwife"

Me:"tobemylawfullyweddedwife"

Pastor:"toloveandcherish,Forbetterorworse,for

richerorpoorer,Insicknessandinhealth.Fromthis

dayforward."

Me:"Toloveandcherish,Forbetterorworse,for

richerorpoorer,Insicknessandinhealth.Fromthis

dayforward."

Islidtheringinandeveryoneululated.Ichuckled.

Andiswatookmyringaswellandheldmylefthand.

Andiswa:"yhhuIamsonervous"

Welaughed.

Pastor:"repeatafterme.IAndiswaBhengu"

Andiswa:"IAndiswaBhengu"

Pastor:"ThakeyouNtetheleloKhumalo"

Andiswa:"(scratchy),,takeyouNtethelelo

Khumalo"

Pastor:"tobemylawfullyweddedhusband"



Shebreathedoutandwipedatearunderherveil.I

heldhehandandshesniffed.

Andiswa:"tobemylawfullyweddedhusband."

Pastor:"Toloveandcherish,Forbetterorworse,

forricherorpoorer,Insicknessandinhealth.From

thisdayforward."

Andiswa:"Toloveandcherish,Forbetterorworse,

forricherorpoorer,Insicknessandinhealth.From

thisdayforward."

SheslidintheringonmyfingerandIlookedatit

beforesmiling.

Pastor.:"Mayyoujoinyourringhands."

Weheldhands.

Pastor:"maywecloseoureyes."

Wealldid"

Pastor:"MaytheLordBlesstheseringswhichyou

givetoeachotherasyoursignofLove,Devotion

andeverlastingpeace.Amen."

Us:"Amen"



IlookedatAndiswaandIfeltalotofjoy.

.

.

*UNATHI*

Inmate:"Beingarapevictimformewasn'teasy.It

traumatizedmesinceIwasyoungtillIwasold

enoughtofacemyperpetratorandIkilledhim.Islit

thatknifeinhisthroatandIdon'tregretitbutIam

happywiththehelpIgetinhere.Iwaseverbroken

butnowIcanwalkwithmyheadheldhigh,Iam

readyfortheworldonedayandbeanewperson.

Weclappedourhands.

Lady:"youaredoingquietwellwiththeprogram.

Thesepastmonthswehaveseemalotof

improvementfromeveryone."

Therewassilence.

Lady:"Wouldyouliketoshareyourstorywithus

onceagainUnathi?"



Me:"mystoryissmall",

Lady:"youalwaysavoidedsharingyourstory.I

thinkit'stime"

IsighedandIlookedateveryonescanningmyeyes.

Me:",IamUnathi,Iwasoncemarriedtogoodman.

IguessIjustdidn'tappreciatethat,hisefforts."

Lady:"thatis?"

Ne:"hewoulddoanythingforme,allowanceof

R30000permonth.ShoppingspreeskoSandton.

VacationsaroundtheworldanythingIwanted.Even

ifIsaidIwantedacar,aG-Wagonatthismoment

hewillgoandbuyitandhealwaysshowedmelove

butIabusedhim.Abusedhisloveandledhiminto

anotherwoman'sarms.Hehadamistressandthe

mistressandmyselfhadababythesameday.I

wentcrazytoapointwhereIstabbedthewomanin

heruterusandIwasarrestedforthat.Helosthis

jobmemorybecauseofmyselfishness.Inever

appreciatedhimandthenIgothereandmet

anotherwomanwhowasn'tchargedbutwhenIwas

inprisonwasscared.Istillamandthingsturned



outdifferently.Iturnedoutdifferentlyandlookedat

lifeanotherangle."

Lady:"wow.Whatwouldyoudonext?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

ThebuzzerranganditwasourtimeTogo.We

stoodupandmadeourwayout.Imademywayto

thephonesandItookthephoneandIdialedthe

numberbeforeIplaceditonmyear.Itouchedmy

stomach.Itisn'tasvisiblebutit'sgrowing.Isighed.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Wetookthephotosandwenttochangeagain.The

naturalscenewaswhatIwantedanditwasdone

beautifully.Ichangedtomytraditionaldressand

redonemymakeupagainbeforewewalkedout.

Thepeoplearoundweresingingandbeingalljoyful

andthisisthekindofmoodIneededreally.Iwas

happy.MyringandthetitleMrscouldn'tamountto



anythingandsoonIwillbegraduatingaswell.We

dancedasweweremakingourwayinsidethetent

whichwillbeourreceptionandIcan't

danceproperlybutIgottherythmshame.

.

.
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Afterthespeechesweremadewewerenow

devouringourselvesinfood.Ilostmyappetitejust

bylookingateveryoneandhoweveryoneisso

happyforus.IamtoobutIwishMercycouldhave

madeit.Ntetheleloheldmyhand.

Ntethelelo:"what'swrong?"

Me:"ijustwishmybestfriendwashere"

Ntethelelo:"wecangodowntoDurbantomorrowif



youwant"

Me:"Iamreallyworriedabouther.Shehasbeen

verysecretiveandEverytimeItryreachingoutshe

retrentches"

Hekissedmyhand.

Ntethelelo:"wewillgotoDurban.Iwillbook

everythingandwewillcheckonher.Ifsheisokor

not"

Ikissedhischeek.

Me:"ngiyabongaMbulazi(thankyouMbulazi)"

Ntethelelo:"kubongaMinaMamuKhumalo(Iam

thankfuloneMrsKhumalo)"

Me:"Mmhthatsoundsnice"

Ntethelelo:"what?"

Me:"ThisisAndiswaKhumalomywifeandmother

ofmykids.,that'showyoushouldintroduceme

fromnowon."

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"thatsoundsverynice"



Me:"Very"

UnamitooktheMikefromthetableinfrontofus.

Shestartedsinging.

Unami:"O'thulani,Thulani,Thulani

Thulani,Thulani,Thulani,Thulani

Ulalelemah!"

Crowd:"SihloboNathilay'khaya"

NtethelelosignaledforOneoftheguystogettheir

sisterandIlaughed,ThelowenttotaketheMike

fromUnami.

Unami:"Yaziwena"

Shefrownedandwenttositdown.

Me:"Ithinksheistipsy"

Ntethelelo:"sheisdrunk"

Ilookedathimandgiggled.

Me:"Calmdown.It'ssupposedtobeafunday"

Ntethelelo:"sheisgettingtoomuch"

Me:"Sheislovable"



Hesmiledlookingatme.

Ntethelelo:"wherehaveyoubeen?"

Me:"intheworld.Justnotinfrontofyoureyes"

Ntethelelo:"really?Andnowyouare?"

Hesmirked.

Me:"attherightlocationIpresume"

Hebithisbottomlipandperkedmylipsandpeople

ululated.Godwhyaretheywatchingusinsteadof

eating.

Me:"let'seatMntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"Imighthaveyoulateraswell"

Me:"manners."

.

.

*MERCY*

ThedooropenedandIlookedatmysideand

Yolandaraninandherfatherandgrandparents



followedin.

Mah:"ohsthandwaSamhowareyou?"

Me:"Iamgettingtheremah"

Iwasadmittedatthehospital.Thepregnancyis

makingmeverysick.Theyhaveadmittedmesince

lastweekandmybloodpressurelevelsarenot

subsidingwell.Ihavealreadyfiledforadivorce

butsandileisnotsigningandheisdelayingand

draggingthiswholething.

Yolanda:"daddyoutmenexttomommy"

Hepickedherupandputheronme.

Yolanda:"WelldaddytoldmeIamgonnabeabig

sister"

IlookedatSandileandturnedtomybabygirl..

Me:"yesbabyyouare."

Yolanda:"CanItouchthebaby?"

Inoddedandshetouchedmystomach.Iheldher

handandtearsrandownmycheeks.

Me:"Iloveyouok?"



Shenodded.

Yolanda:"areyougonnaleavememommy?"

Sandile:"comeherebaby"

Hetookherandtheywalkedout.

Mah:"SandiletoldmeyoufiledforDivorce"

Islowlyclosedmyeyesandbreathedtryingto

catchabreathandopenedthem.

Me:"IlovehimbutIcan'tstay"

Mah:"can'titbefixed?"

Ishookmyheadslowly.

Me:"Hehasdoneenough"

Mah:"whatdidhedo?"

Me:"hewilltellyou.Iwantustosharecustodyof

thekidsthat'sall.Thismarriagewassetforfailure.

Wegotmarriedveryearly"

Mah:"itcanbefixed"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Shenodded.



Mah:"justgetbetter"

Shekissedmyforehead.

Me:"Iwill"

Shesatwithmeandkeptmecompany.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

Mc:"Canthebridethrowthebouquetalready?"

Everyone:"yes!"

Andiswakeptonteasingusuntilshethrewitand

thisDinaladycaughtit.Everyoneclapped.

Dina:"Yes"

Mc:"comeuponstageandtelluswhoyouare"

Shewenttothefrontandshetookthemic.

Dina:"UhmHieveryone.MyveneculorforZuluis

notgreatbutanywayIamDinekileLineoMpele"



Mc:"sowearecomingtoyourweddingnext"

Shelaughedandgotofthestageandwentto

ZamaniwhokissedhercheekandtrysatdownI

wenttoAyanda.

Ayanda:"Whyareyouliningupforbouquetswhen

youarenotasinglelady?"

Igiggled.

Me:"IwantedtoseeifIcancatchaflower"

Hekissedmycheek.

Ayanda:"youdon'tneedone.Iwillbuyyouyour

own"

Me:"youaresweetyouknowthat?"

Ayanda:"IguessIamifyousayso"

Welaughed.Itookthewaterandstarteddrinking.

Ayanda:"IhopeIwillgetsomeofyoutonight"

Me:"youwill"

Iputthewaterdown.

Me:"baby"



Ayanda:"mmh"

Me:"DidIgoonmyperiodthismonth?"

Hekeptquietforsometimethinking.

Ayanda:"no.Youdidn'tevenbuyanewpackof

padsthismonth"

Myeyespoopedout.

Me:"haibo.Ayandadon'ttellmethat"

Ayanda:"checkyourperiodcalendar"

Hetookoutmyphonefromhispocketandgaveit

tome.Iunlockeditandscrolledtomyperiod

calenders.Iscreamedandeveryonelookedatus.

Ayanda:"what?"

Igavehimmyphonewithmyhandsshaking.He

outhisdrinkdown.

Lisa:"what'swrong?"

Ikeptquiet.

Ayanda:"Uhm"

Me:"(shaking)Ayanda"



Ayanda:"uhm"

Me:"Canyoutalk?"

Helookedatmeandthenmyphonesmiling.

Ayanda:"(whistling)amehlongakumina!(Eyes

onme!)"

Hestoodup.

Me:",Ayanda!"

EveryonelookedathimandIbitmynails.Momis

here,Khuluzaishereandeveryoneishere.

Ayanda:"Ilovethiswoman,somuch.Iamnot

tryingtotakethespotlightfromyoubro"

Ntethelelo:"carryon"

Ayanda:"IloveyouSiyamthanda.Isayitatadbit

toomuchbutIreallymeanit.Getworriedwhenyou

don'tgetyourusualIloveyou'sfromme"

Wechuckled.

Ayanda:"youjustmademethehappiestmanin

earthbyholdingablessinginsideofyou"



Hewentdownonhiskneesandkissedmyinvisible

stomach.

Ayanda:"Thankyou"

TherewasatearinhiseyeandIlookedahim.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Mah:"andMinamniniwalentoethandwayo

angitshelwasengizwaamahemhem(Andme,the

producerofthiscreaturethatislovedIamnottold

nowIhearitfromtheair)"

Everyonelaughed.

Andiswa:"auntyJabshlalaphansituuuzogula

(auntyJabspleasesitdown.Youwillgetsick)"

Mom:"Andiswa"

Welaughed.

AyandakissedmylipsandIrespondedbefore

dealingit.

Me:"theparents."

Ayanda:"youarebasicallymywoman"



Me:"Still"

Hechuckledandhishandsroamedaroundmy

stomach.

.

.

*MERCY*

mahlaterleftandSandilecamebackonhisown.

Justseeinghimgetsmeweak.Hetakesachairand

sitsnexttome.ItrytobreathbutIseemtobe

strugglingabit.

Sandile:"baby"

Ikeptquiet.

Sandile:"Iwanttochange.Iwanttorightmy

wrongs"

Me:"you..youcan'treverseanything.Evenyou

infectingme"

Helookeddown.



Sandile:"Iknow.ButIwantustostartover.Please

givemeachance."

Me:"changefortenextwomannotme"

Sandile:"Idon'twantthenextwoman.Iwantyou"

Me:"Iamtiredsandile.Iamjustnotok"

Henodded.

Sandile:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Iclosedmyeyesandletsleepconsumeme.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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*MERCY*

Iwaseatingwhilewatchingthetv.Ijustbathed

andSandileleftwhileIwasasleep,whenwe

startedloveusedtobeamazingwithhimandnowI

don'tknow.Itjustdrainsmeandhurtsme,as

muchasIwanttohatehimbutIcan't.Ireallycan't

evenifItriedto.ThedooropenedandIlookedatit.

"Knockknock"

Ismiled.Averybigpartofmeisveryhappytosee

thisface.Itjustbroughtpurejoy.Iputmyfood

downandwipedmytears.

Andiswa:"WenaDoti(yourubbish)"

Welaughandhugeachother.

Andiswa:"Youdon'tlookokMercy.Iamworried

aboutyou"

Me:"(softly)Iwillbeok"

Andiswa:"Andyouforgothotelmethishuge

informationthatIamgonnabeanauntagain"



ShetouchedmystomachandIgiggled.

Me:"Whodidyoucomewith?Yourwedding"

Iwipedmytears.

Andiswa:"Itwentokthoughitwasablurwithout

youaswell.IcamewithNtethelelo,hegotushere

assoonaspossible"

Me:"Alreadyusingyourwifepowers"

Andiswa:"Youknowme"

Shesnappedherfingersandsatnexttome.

Andiswa:"SeriouslyMercywhat'swrong?Youhave

beendistant"

Shehasaworriedlookonherface.

Me:"Iamoknow.It'sjustthatthepregnancyhas

beenmakingmesick"

Andiswa:"Iamnotbuyingit"

Ilookeddown.

Andiswa:"youknowIalwayshaveyourback"

Me:"Iknow"



Andiswa:"tellmewhat'seatingyouup?"

Me:"Andiswa.."

Andiswa:"NoMercy"

Shesayswithacommandingvoice.

Me:"(sniff)IamHIVpositive"

Andiswa:"whydidyouhidethat?YouknowIlove

youregardlessandbabespeoplelive"

Me:"Idon'tknowifIwouldcopeAndiswa"

Andiswa:"youwillbecauseyouhavesomuchlove

andsupportfrommeandYolandaandourfamily"

Shehuggedmeandtearsrandownmycheeks.

Me:"Thankyou"

Andiswa:"WhysandileakwenzanjenaMara?(Why

issandiledoingthistoyou?)"

Ikeptquiet.

Andiswa:"Iamnotsayinganything"

Me:"Ifiledforadivorce."

Hereyespopped.



Andiswa:"uhm....Mercy"

Me:"Iknow"

Andiswa:"Youlovetheguy.Youevendisobeyed

yourparentsforhim."

Me:"butlookwhereIam"

Icried.Shehushedme.

Andiswa:"weallmakemistakesandlearnfrom

them.Don'tbeatyourselfup"

Me:"Itjusthurts."

Andiswa:"Iknowbabes.Iknow"

Icriedonherchest.

.

.

*SIYAMTHANDA*

IhaveneverseenAyandathisexcitedanditsonlya

blobforsuresinceImissedmyperiodthismonth

butthisblobistheworldtohimIknow.Itakemy



ringingphoneandIsatupandanswereditbeforeit

couldwakehimup.It's11amandbelievemeIam

justasembarrassedtowakeupatthistimebutI

amtiredandtherearealotofwomenaroundaswell

.

Me:"hello"

Sesethu:"andyouforgotIexist"

Me:"Yhowishsorry"

Sesethu:"Anyway.Howareyoubabes?Imissyou,

can'tyourfianceletyougoforaday?"

Me:"idon'tknow"

Igiggled.

Sesethu:"Awutuuplease"

Me:"wewillhavelunchhowaboutthat"

Sesethu:"andyouwillpay.Wowthankschomi"

Me:"ohit'slikethatnow"

Sesethu:"Igetfreefromtheload."

Igiggled.



Me:"IwillWhatsAppyou.Ihavetodomyduties"

Sesethu:"Westillhavetogoshoppingwithyou.

Youneedthatspice"

Me:"Igotthatspicefromyouandmomthankyou"

Sesethu:"IamgladIhelped."

Shesaysallproud.

Me:"Ihavetogo.Loveyoumuch"

Sesethu:"loveyou"

ShehungupandIputmyphonedown.

"Ifyougossipaboutmeatleastmakeitsoft"

Me:"youwerelisteningtoourconversation?"

Hepulledmetohimandrubbedmyinvisible

stomach.SeewhatImean?

Ayanda:"HowisMntungwainthere?"

Me:"ithinkit'sgonnabethelongest9monthsfor

thebothofus."

Ayanda:"verylong."

Hekissedmycheek.



Me:"Ineedtogetup..alreadyIamabad'wife'."

Hechuckled.

Ayanda:"mykindofwife"

Ishookmyheadandgotoffthebedandwore

slippersandagown.

.

.

*DINA*

Iknockedonthedoorwhilebalancingatrayonmy

handsbeforeitopenedandwelookedateachother.

Me:"Hi"

IwasnervousyetIdon'tknowwhy.hemovedfrom

thedoorandmadewayformeandImademyway

inandplacedthetrayonthedresser.

Me:"everyoneatebreakfastexceptforyousoI

figuredthatIshouldbringithere."

Zamani:"Thankyou"



Inodded.

Me:"Ihavetoleave"

Zamani:"Dina"

Ilookedathim.

Zamani:"Thankyouforcomingwithme"

Me:"it'smypleasure"

Hesteppedcloserandkissedmyforehead.

Zamani:"Ireallyappreciateit."

Me:"relax.Iknowyoudoboo"

Hechuckledandheldmywaistandperkedmylips.

IlookedathimandbroughthisfacetomineandI

kissedhimslowlyandheresponded.Heplaced

bothhishandsaroundmywaistandIlightlybithis

bottomlipandbrokethekiss.Heplacedhis

foreheadonmine.

Zamani:"Ididn'tknowwheretostart"

Me:"starthere"

HelookedatmeandIcarriedonkissinghimandhe



responded.

.

.

*ANDISWA*

Icouldn'tdigestproperlywhatMercysaidbutIhave

tobestrongforherandtrytocheerherup.Ireally

amabadfriend.IshouldhavecametoDurban

reallysoonaswell.

Me:"sowhat'sgonnahappenwithYolanda?"

Mercy:"Idon'tknowreally"

Me:"youlovehim"

Mercy:"IwanttohatehimbutIcan't"

Me:"thatwasmewithNtethelelobutIcan't

compareoursituationsIguess"

Sheshrugged.Thedooropenedandwelookedatit

andSandilewalkedinwithpaperbags.

Sandile:"hiAndiswa"



Me:"hi"

Mercy:"hey"

Hekissedherforehead.Youcanseetheconcern

andworryinhiseyes.

Me:"Ihavetogo.Iwillseeyoulaterinthe

afternoon."

Shenodded.Ikissedhercheek.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Mercy:"Iloveyoutoo"

WehuggedandthenIsaidmygoodbyesand

walkedoutoftheward.Itookoutmyphoneand

calledNtetheleloandheansweredonthefirstring.

Ntethelelo:"Mam'Khumalo"

Ismiled.

Me:"pleasecanyougetme"

Ntethelelo:"Ok.Iwillbetheresoon"

Me:"thankyou"

Ihungupandsatdown.Ourlivesareturningquick



forsoontobe22yearoldsinjustafewmonths.

.

.

*SANDILE*

Ihavedamagedus,herintheprocessofmy

selfishness.IloveMercysomuchreally.Iamnot

sayingthisbecauseIonlyseethatIhavebrought

somuchhurt.

Me:"Yolandawantedtovisitbuttheywentto

uShakawithhergrandparents"

Shenodded.

Me:"Mercy"

Mercy:"sandile"

Me:"Iknowthiswon'tchangeanythingbutIam

reallysorry"

Shesighed.

Mercy:"what'sdoneisdone"



Me:"IwishIcouldturnbackthehandsoftime"

Mercy:"Idoaswell"

Ikeptquiet.

Mercy:"Howareyou?"

Isighed.

Me:"regretfulofalotofthings."

Mercy:"Mmh"

Weusedtomakeaconversationoutofanything

andnowit'slikewearestrangers.Icamecloserto

herandkissedherlips.Iexpectedhertoremove

mebutshegaveinaswelltothekiss.Ibrokeit.

Me:"Iloveyou'

Mercy:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ismiled.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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IwaitedforNtetheleloandfinallyhearrived.Iwent

tohimandheengulfedmeinahug.

Me:"howisyourgaragefunctioning?"

Ntethelelo:"verywellbaby."

Me:"IamhungryandIwanttocheckonthekids."

Ntethelelo:"nokidsforsometime"

Me:"hawuMntungwa"

Ntethelelo:"youwillseethemlater"

Wewalkedoutofthehospital.Wegottohiscar

andheopenedthedoorformeandIgotinandhe

wenttohissideandgotinbeforehedroveoff.

Ntethelelo:"howisMercy?"

Me:"sheisexpectingandthepregnancyisgoing



herflames."

Ntethelelo:"itcandothat?"

Me:"Hehyouknownothingwena"

Hechuckled.

"Balloonsaredeflated

Guesstheylooklifelesslikeme

Wemissyouonyoursideofthebed,mmmh...."

Me:"thissong"

Iturnedthevolumeabit.

Ntethelelo:"it?"

Me:"ThisisthesamesongIplayedwhenyou

brokemyheart"

Ntethelelo:"newchaptersugarplum"

Me:"wearelookingbackandlaughing"

Istartedlaughing.Thelookonhisfaceaswell.

Me:"Yesit'snewbeginningsMntungwa"

Itookhisotherhandandkisseditbeforelettingit



go.

Ntethelelo:"Wherearewegonnaeat?"

Mw:"anywhere"

Ntethelelo:"let'sgotoMusgravethen"

Me:"Idon'tknowDurbansoyoudirectus"

Hechuckled.

Ntethelelo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyouandourkids"

Ntethelelo:"andourchildren"

Heplacedhishandonmythigh.Ilookathimand

smile.IlovemyhusbandandreallyIamhappy

whereweareatthismoment.

.

.

*AYANDA*

Ilookedaroundtheyardandeveryonewasjust

rushingandpeopleweresubsidingfromyesterday.



Iwaswithmyfathersandunclesjustlooking

aroundandtalkingwiththem.

Uncle:"UsebenzileMfana(youdidwellboy)"

Ismiled.

Me:"ngiyabongaMalume(thankyouuncle)"

Dad:"Iamproudofhowyoufirstdidthings"

Me:"Iwantedtodorightbyher"

Dad:"andyoudid."

Me:"it'stimetostopplaying"

"Ayanda!"

Lisamadeherwaytous.

Lisa:"Sanibonani(greetings)"

Me:"Lisa"

Lisa:"uMawakheuyakucela(Themotherisasking

foryou)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"ok."



Iexcusedmyselfbeforefollowingherandwe

walkedtowhereSiyamthandaisandshewas

standingoutsidethekitchenpacingupanddown.

Lisa:"heishere"

Siya:"thankyou"

Me:"whatiswrong?Areyouok?"

Lisa:"letmeleave"

Shewalkedoff.Siyaheldmyhands.

Siya:"youknowIloveyousomuch."

Me:"Iliveyouaswell"

Siya:"Idon'twanttodothisanymore"

Ilookedather.

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Iwasconfusedandmyheartisbeatingfast.

Siya:"whatImeanisthatIdon'twanttobeyour

fianceanymore"

Ichuckledlightly.

Me:"youdon'twanttobemyfianceanymore?"



Siya:"yes.Iwanttobeyourwife.Let'sgetmarried

"

Ilookedatherandliftedherup.

Siya:"Ayanda!"

Me:"fuckenGodIloveyou"

Shegiggled.

Siya:"let'sgetmarriedsthandwaSam.Iwanttobe

yourMrsKhumalo"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Sheperksmylips.

Siya:"Iloveyoumore"

Iwasreallyhappy.It'slikeIjustgotthemostbest

newseverinmyentirelife.

Me:"youhearthatMntungwa.Mommyanddaddy

aregettingmarried."

Shegiggled.

Siya:"Wearegettingmarriedbaby"

WelaughedandshekissedmeandIresponded.



MindyouIhaven'tplacedherdownasyet.Ifeel

whole.

.

.

.

*ZAMANI*

Ilookatherasshemovesatthebeatofthesound

andwouldlookatmeandsmileaswell.Sheiscare

free,fiestyandalsodowntoearthandhumbleand

lovingaswell.YesIlovedmyexwifebutwithDina

it'sadifferentkind.ThekindIhavenevertasted

andwouldwanttokeepongoingjusttogetmoreof

it.

Dina:"everymaninthisyardiscalledMntungwa

right?"

Inod

Me:"orMbulazi"

Dina:"okcomeMbulazithissongisnice"



Sheswaysherwaistaroundandkeepsonspinning

slowlytotherythem.

Me:"Don'tgetdizzy"

Istandupandholdherwaist.

Dina:"whathappenedtothecontrollerZamani?"

Shesaysmovingherbodyagainstmine.

Me:"Hegotabittamed."

Dina:"iwonderbywhat?"

Me:"byLove"

Dina:"isitsweetorbitter?"

Me:"it'sabiggersweet"

Dina:"Ilovethetaste"

Me:"metoo"

Dina:"forbiddenfruitsjustliketheoneEveate

tastethesweetest"

Sheturnedtome

Dina:"thistastessweet"



Me:"surely"

.

.

*SANDILE*

.

.

Ilookedatherassheslept.Iwillnotgiveuponus

asyet.Theremustbeachanceforus.IknowI

messedupbutIamhavinghighhopeshere.I

kissedhercheekandthenmademywayout.Iam

goingtocheckonYolanda.Iamtryingtospend

timewiththebothofthemequallyandprovethatI

amchanginganddoingbetter.Iwalkedoutofthe

hospitalandwenttomycar.Iopeneditandgotin

andclosedthedoorandstarted.Thecar,Ireversed

outiftheparkinglotandthendroveoff.Music

playedontheradiowhileIwasdriving.Itwas

TupaconlyGodcanjudgeme.Iturnedthevolume

upandthengunshotscameandIlookedatthe

reviewmirror.Thereweretwoblackcarsfollowing

me.



Me:"shit!"

Itriedtoreachformyphonebutitdroppedtothe

carfloor.ThegunshotsfollowedandItriedto

reachforitandIgotit.IliftedmyheadandIwas

headforapoleandIcrashedintoit.Theairbag

cameoutandmyvisionwasblurry.Ifeltthesting

onmyarmandfollowedoneonmyshoulder.I

openedthedoorandfelloutandIfeltmultiple

shotsonmystomachandchest.

Me:"Mercy!"

ItookmybreathbeforeIclosedmyeyes.

.

.

Theend


