
Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter1

Don'tweallwanttobegreat?

Theanswertothatquestionwilldefinitelybeno

,ifyouaskme.Iwanttobenormal.Iwantto

haveanormaljob,driveanormalcarandmost

importantlybeanormalperson.Iaspiretobe

invisiblewhichiswhyIhardlydressup.Ajean

andat-shirtisalwaysagoodideatome.Being

normalismymiddlename.

Igrewupinanormalfamilyof5.Mydad,mom,

mybigbrother,bigsisterandme.

Wewereonebighappynormalfamilyuntil

tragedystruckandwelostmydadtoahorrible



caraccident.Iwasdoingmygrade11thenand

lifeforuschangeddrastically.

mybrotherwhom Ihavealwayssuspectedto

beagangsterwentfrom badtoworse.He

hardlyslepthome.Ifhedid,hewouldbe

bringingdifferentgirlsandhesolddrugs.

Mymotherwastoobusytoseethatherown

sonwasbusydigginghisowngrave.Shewas

livingthelifeshehadalwaysdreamt

of.Travelingandendlessshoppingwasherfull-

timejob.SheevenhadanInstagram account,

imagine!Idontevenhaveone.

Thishappenedwhendad'smoneycameout.

Mysisterdroppedoutofvarsitywhenshegot

hershareofthepayouts.Mybrotherwasrolling

incash,actinglikeakingofthetownwhileI



wasjustbeinganormalSchoolgirltryingto

passmatricwithflyingcolourssoIcouldgoout

ofthishouseandgostudy.WhenIturned18,I

gotmyshareofthemoney.Itwaspaidoutin

myaccount.Iwassoexcited.

Ihadplansforthecash.Itwasalotifyouask

me.Iwantedtotakemyselftovarsityand

pursuemydream ofbeinganactuarialscientist.

Themoneycouldpayformydegreeandallthe

necessitiesIwouldneedwhenstudyingandstill

haveachange.ThefuturewasbrightandIhad

mydadtothankforit.

Itallchangedonemorningwhenmymom

cametomecryingwithaletterfrom abank

statingthattheywillbeevictingusifwefailto

paythebond.ThiswasaweekbeforeIgotmy

results.



Ihonestlythoughtshepaidoffthehousewhen

shegothermoneybutitseemedlikePariswas

theonlythingshecaredabout.Mymom used

toplayithuge.ShewouldgotoMilano,Paris,

Belgium,Irelandinonemonth.shewouldeven

spendamonthinBoraBora.Doyouguysknow

howexpensiveBoraBorais?WellIknowI

preach'normal'butIalwayscheckedthatplace

out.Weallhavedreamsafterall.Tomake

mattersworseshealwaysgoforthe5stars

hotel.Shesaysitiseither5starsornothing.Go

bigorgohomekindavibes!

"Im notaskingformuch...Ijustwantyouto

borrowussomeofyourmoneytopayoffthe

bond.I'llgiveitback.Otherwisewewillhaveto

movebacktoTembisawithyourannoying

grandmother"



"grandmotherisfinemama.IloveTembisatoo.

Idon'treallylovestayingatBedfordview

anymore"Isaidpretendingtobetyping

somethingonmyphone.

"IcannotaffordtogotoTembisa,ok.Im not

goingthere.Whydoyouhavetobeselfish.If

youlikeTembisa,thenjustgothereandleave

ushere.AllIm askingforisalittleamountof

moneyforthehousethatyouandyourkidswill

livein.Don'tbeselfish?"

Selfishhuh?Saysawomanwhodecidedtoslay

them outthereandnotthinkaboutwhatis

moreimportant,whichisclearlythehouse.The

housewasgoingtotakeallmymoney,that's

forsure.

Ishouldhaverealisedhermoneywasfinished



whenshestoppedtravelingalltogetherwhenI

wasinmatric.Iwasmadathowirresponsible

shewas

"Ialsoneedsomemoneytopayoffthecar.

Youknowweneedtokeepthiscar.Wecan't

useataxi.It'sactuallyanightmaregettinga

taxiinthisplace."shechuckles.

Itdidn'tseem likeIhadachoice.Shewasn't

givingmeanybutdeepdownIwantedtojust

vanishandleaveherthere.Thatwouldbe

selfishofmeIguess.Wewouldlosethehouse.

Let'ssayIdogotovarsity,thenafterfinishingI

failtogetajob.Weareseeingithappeningand

it'sactuallyasadsituation.Theproblem was

mymotherwasnevergoingtogivemeback

money.



SonowIpaidforthehouse,thecarandtherest

ofmymoneywasusedtopayoffherdebts.you

wouldbesuprisedathowmuchdebtpeopleare

actuallyin.

Itallcameataprice.Therewasnomoneyleft

totakemetowitstopursuemydream ofbeing

anactuarialscientist.Itookagapyearandmy

motherpromisedtogetmeregistrationmoney

assoonaspossible.Itneverhappened.

ThatyearIstartedapplyingforanyjobthat

camemyway.Ihadtogetmyselfsomemoney.

Iwasplanningtohopefullygetanfsasloanand

pursuemydream.Butasmonthswentby,my

dreamschangedbitbybit.Ididn'twanttobean

actuarialscientistnomore.InfactIjusthatedit.

Wellhowcanyounothateitwhenyourown

motherpreachhowuselesseducationhas



becomethesedays.Imaynotwanttoadmitit

butthenegativitygottome.

Iendedupwantingacareerthatwouldgiveme

jobsecurity.Howeveritwasn'teasygetting

thattypeofjobeither.Iappliedinmilitary,saps,

nursingschoolswithnoluck.

Ifinallygotacceptedatnursingschoolafter

almosttwoyearsofstayingathome.Itwasnt

somethingIhavealwayswantedbutitwas

somethingworthdoing.Iwasgoingtobe

gettingpaidwhilestudyingwhichcouldhelpme

lookaftermyfamilythatwasclearlystruggling.

Mygangsterbrotherneverbroughtanything

home,absolutelynada.Notevenaloafofbread.

Mom chosetobeacouchpotato,watchingTV

whiledrinkingherlifeaway.

Mysisterwaswhatmostpeoplewouldcalla



slayqueen.Whenhermoneyranout,she

starteddatingolderguysformoney.Olderrich

guysbutsheneverbroughtanythingathome.

ThelatestGuccishoesandLouisVuitton

handbagsknewherbynamebutshecouldn't

buyasimplethinglikeabraaipack.Soitwas

solelymyresponsibilitytoensurewehadfood

inthathouse.

SohereIam,Saturdaymorning.It'sraining

heavily.IwouldhavelovedtoSnuggleupinbed

alldaylong.That'sactuallywhatIdowhenIam

off.ButthisspecificSaturdayIm atwork.I

pleadedwiththesisterinchargetochangemy

offdutiesbutthespawnofsatanwanted

nothingtodowithit.

Shegavemefunnyoffdutiestobeginwith.I

wasondutyMondayandTuesdaythenshe



gavemeWednesdayandThursdayasmyrest

dayssoIcancomebackFridayandSaturday.

mindyouIm working7to7onaSaturday,alone.

Wellaloneinasensethatalltheotherstudents

areoffandIm theonlystudentinthewardwith

thepermanentstaff.Thesepeopleweresurely

goingtoabuseme.

"Sister!Sister!Nurse!"Thesamepatientwho

hasbeencomplainingeversinceIgothere

shoutedontopofhervoice.

DeepdownIwantedtoshout"bitchshutthe

fuckup"butIfidothatIwillbeinthefrontpage

ofdailysunMondaymorning.Soiputonmy

bestsmilingfaceandwenttoher.

"Whatisitdear?"Iasked.



"Ineedabedpan."

"Butyoucangotothetoilet?Infactyouhave

beenadvisedtoambulateintheward"Itoldher

smiling.

"Iwantabedpan."Shesaidrudely

OhMarymotherofJesus.Idraggedmyfeet

andgotherthebedpenshewanted.Aftershe

wasdoneshitting,Iwentandtookittothe

sluiceroom,chanting"Ilovemyjob.Ilovemy

job"silentlyatthebackofmymind.

"HeySisi....konjewhat'syourname?"The

enrollednurseaskedasIwasbusyrinsingthe

bedpan.



"Zenia.MynameisZenia...withaZ"

Shechuckled"Weirdname.Butcute.OhI

wantedtotellyoubed19wetherself.She

needstobechanged"

"ShouldIchangeheralone?"Iaskedpolitely

"Wellim Busy,sisterBaloyiIsgivingmedication

.Andyandthandiareontea,soIguessyou

gottadoitalone.Iusedtochangepatients

alonetooyouknow"shesaidasshewalkedout.

Bitch!.

Ohwherearemymanners?Itoldyouallthese



thingswithouteventellingyoumyname.My

nameisZeniawhichsimplymeanswelcoming;

hospitableandfriendly.Hencethereasonwhy

Im actuallythenicestpersonyouwillevermeet

outhere.Beingnicealsomeanspeoplewalkall

overyouastheyplease.Ihavegottenusedtoit.

HenceIsaidnormalwasmymiddlename.You

wouldn'teverfindmearguingwithanyoneover

anything.Iwouldjustletitslide.

Im 23yearsoldcurrentlydoingmy3rdyearin

nursing.IhaveaboyfriendnamedThabiso.If

youthinkIm themostboringpersononplanet

earththenyouhaven'tmetThabiso.Westarted

datinginhighschoolwhenIwasdoingmy

matric.Ourrelationshipwasjusta

relationship.weloveeachother,Iguess.We

alwaystalkedabouthavingkidsandallthat

stuffnormalpeopletalkabout.Thabisowas

studyingengineeringatcollegenotfarfrom



whereIwassoweseeeachotheroften.

OurrelationshipwastestedwhenIfoundouthe

hasbeengoingoutwithsomechickinhisclass

foramonthortwo.ClearlyIwashurtbutwe

fixedthingsandeverythingwentbacktobeing

normal.

BeingnormalkindastoppedwhenIstarted

datingthisguycalledRaymond.Heis

everythinganormalguyisnot.Rayisagood

lookingguyandheknowsit.Heisalways

impeccablydressed,formalorcasualhenever

dissapoints.Hestaysinwaterfallequestrian

estate.

Ifyouknowyouknow.

Let'snotstartwiththetypeofcarshedrive

Becauseniggaisballing.IneverthoughtI

wouldeverdatesuchahot,rich,hipand



happeningguylikeRay.Neverinmywildest

dream.Italwaysfeelslikeadream.Ithasbeen

exactlyamonthandIcan'tgetusedtoit.

Iwaswaitingforataxitothemallwhenthis

sleekAudipulledup.Iactuallylookedaroundto

seeiftherewassomeonethatthecarmightbe

stoppingforbuttherewasnotasingleperson

insight.Justme.

"Whereyouheadedto?"hesmiledandIlostit,

literally.ForthefirsttimeinmylifeIfound

myselfgettingwetinmyvjaybyjustlisteningto

aguyspeak.Idon'tknowwhetheritwashis

voiceorhisfaceorhisteethorwhatbutdamn!

guywashot.ThetypeofaguyInormallystay

awayfrom.

IfoundmyselftellingthestrangerwhereIwas



headedandgettingintothatcarwasthe

beginningofthelifeIfearedthemost.

Heaccompaniedmeshoppingandafterthat

wehadlunch.Healwayshadtherightthingto

sayandthiswasonefeelingInevergotfrom

Thabiso.Neverever!

Igaveituptheverysameday.Whenwegotto

hisplaceallIwantedwashim.AlltheseyearsI

havebeenfaithfultoThabisobutIgaveitallup.

Letmetellyou,Raymondwasworthit.Hewas

wortheveryinchofhisdick.Heknewwhathe

wasdoingandhowtodoit.Hegotme

speakingintongues.

Hemadethethingsthatmadethepotstobe

done.



ImagineIwantedtogetmarriedtoThabisowho

onlyknewmissionarystyleanddoggystyle

whenhavingsex.Ohheonlydoesthedoggy

styleonceintwomonthseven.Weevenhave

sexwhenthelightsareoff.*Yawn*

That'showboringmyboyfriendisbutRay

showedmethatmaybenormalisnottheway

oflife.Im Talkingsexinthepoolwiththis

guy...oksexbesidethepoolsincewehaven't

reallygottenintohavingsexwithoutacondom

butitwasallnewtome.Itwasamazing.

ThatSaturdaynighthecalledtosayhewas

pickingmeup.ThiswaswhatIlovemostabout

him.Hewasspontaneous.Iwastiredbuthe

hadaRomanticdinnerpreparedforus.He

massagedmeandtoppedthenightwiththe



amazingsex.Whatmorecanagirlaskfor?

"Zenia!Zenia!"

"What"Imumbledunderthesheets.

"Wakeup.Pleasewakeup"

Icheckedmyphone"damnRay.It'shalf5inthe

morning.Whywouldyouwakemeup.It'seven

tooearlyforamorninggloryifyouaskme.

Goshit'sstillraining"Igroanedandputthe

sheetsontopofmyhead.

Hetookthem off."Thisisnotajoke.Getthe

fuckup"hisdemeanorchanged.



Iquicklygotup.Helookedangry.

"Whatisit?"Imanagedtoask.

"Mygirlfriendjusttextedmethatshehas

landedattheairportandshewillbehereinnot

time.Sopleasemakeitsnappy.Idon'twanther

tofindyouhere"hesaidhandingmemyclothes.

ThepainIfeltwhenhesaidthatwaseven

worsethanwhenmymom askedformymoney.

Thiswasdeep.Howcouldhe?Itwastoomuch

formetoprocessallatoncebutthestinging

painwassurelynotmakingthingseasierforme.

"You...younevertoldmeyouhaveagirlfriend"I

stuttered.



Hechuckled"youneverasked.Hewenttothe

bathroom andstartedtakingashower.

Hedidn'ttaketimeandthenwalkedout.

"Whatareyoustillwaitingfor?Gosh!"He

spokeTakingafreshpairofboxersfrom the

wardrobe.

"I...um...IneedsomeUbermoney"

"Ohyeah.Here!takeandpleaseleave"hetook

outthemoneyandthrewitonthebed.

ThiswasnotthesweetestRaymondIknew.

Thiswasnottheguywhoshowedmewhatan

orgasm was.Thewordneverexistedinmy

vocabularybuthecamealongandchangedmy

lifeforthebetter.Hetookmetooneofthe



mostmemorabletripIhaveevertaken.The

stuffhedidformewheredefinitelyoutofthis

world.Icouldgoonandonaboutthegood

thingsthishotguyhaseverdoneformeina

periodofonemonth.

Butnowhehadnoempathytellingmehis

girlfriendwascomingandIshouldleave.

Itookthemoneylikeabiggirl,tookmybagand

walkedout.JustbeforeIcouldclosethedoor,a

girl'svoiceshoutedsomethingthatsounded

like"babes"orsomethingalongthoselines.

"Shitsheishere"thespawnofsatanpulledme

backintothebedroom.

"Wellum...letmeseeifIcanhideyou.Letme



think...damn.Ican'thideyouhere.Youneedto

jump"hesaid.

"Jump.Didyousayjump?"Iaskedfrantically.

"Yes.Now!Asyoucanseethiswindowleads

tothathumongouspooldonethere.Youwon't

die.NowGo"

Iclimbedthewindowandlookeddown.There

wasnowayIwasgoingtojump.

"It'scoldRayandIm scaredofheight.It's

drizzlingoutside.Ican'tevenswim.Im sorryI

can't.ImeanIcanhideunderthebedor...."I

didn'tfinishwhatIwassayingbecausehe

pushedmeandforasecondIthoughtmylife

wasflashingbeforeme.



Imanagedtogetoutofthepoolsafely.Hethen

threwmybaganditfellintothewateraswell.

Myphonewasn'tgoingtosurvivethat!

TheUberpulledupandIwalkedtoitlooking

likeawetchicken.Iopenedthedoortogetin

butthedriverstoppedme.

"Im sorrymam butyouaredrippingwet.Ican't

putyouinmycar.sorry"hesaidthelastsorry

cancelingthetrip.

Hedroveoff!

Wow!

********



Heymylovelyreaders.SoIm backwiththenew

story.Soyouknowthedrill...I'llpostMondayto

Thursdaypreferablyatnightbetween8-11pm

orinthemorningifIfailtoposttheprevious

night

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter2

Mylifesucks!

_________

"Zenia!Zenia!"Riricalledout.

"Ohwhat"

"AreyoulisteningtowhatIm saying.."RiRi



asked.

ReabetswefamouslyknownasRiRiwasa

friendofmine.IpreferredtocallherRee.

WhenIcametonursingshewastheonly

personIclickedwith.Butweweretwodifferent

peoplewithdifferentpersonalitieswhoweirdly

gotalong.

Yousee,RiRiwasagoodlookinggirlwhospent

somuchtimeperfectingherappearance.She

neverwentoutwithoutmakeup.Sheknew

designersinsideandout.Shecarriedthemost

expensivebagsIhaveeverseen.Shespent

mostofhertimeinheels.Evenwhenshewent

towork,shereallystoodoutinheruniform.Ina

nutshell,Reewasgorgeous.

Atfirstyoucouldtellshewasjustagirlwho

likesgoodthingsbuttheshitescalatedquickly.



Allofasuddenshewastravellingtheworld,

wearingexpensivestuff,havingthelatest

phones.Livingherlifethebestwaysheknows

how.Shealwaysgoesouteveryweekend.

Surprisinglythesistersinthewardsneverput

heronanyweekendshift.

"Whatdidyousay?.Iwasjustthinkingabout

something"Ilied.

"Thatisnottrue.Ihavebeenwatchingyouthe

wholedaytoday.Youhavebeendoingweird

thingsatwork.Youknow,thingsthatpeople

willnormallyexpectfrom me,Notyou.Didyou

meetanewguywhoisdrivingyoucrazy.?Was

thedicktoobombnowyoucan'tstopthinking

aboutit?.Damngirl.Im gladyoufinallyfound

someactionfrom ahotguybesidethatloser



boyfriendofyoursThabiso.GoshIdon'teven

understandwhyyoustillwithhim"

OnethingthatRiRiCoulddobesideslooking

goodwastalking.Girlcouldtalkfordays.

ItwasMondayeveningandwewerechillingin

Riri'sroom.Weknockedoffat4pm andcame

backforsomeNetflixandchill.RiRihad

everythingagirlCouldpossiblywantinher

room.Sheevenhadatreadmillmachine.

Ihonestlyhadthemostterribledayatwork

todayandithadnothingtodowiththepatients

orthesistersintheward.ItwasallbecauseI

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutwhathappened

yesterdaymorning.Wasitpossiblethat

Raymond'sgirlfriendwasactuallytherichone

financinghislifestyleandall?Wellitwas



possible.

AftertheUberdriverleftmethere.Idecidedto

sitdownbytheroadside.Nevermindtherain,

thedistancefrom Raymond'shousetothegate

wasasgoodasifIwasrunningamarathon.

Therewasnohopeformehonestly.

SoIsatthereandlettherain,raindownonme

whileIcried.

"Mam areyouok"asecurityguydrivingacart

asked.

IwantedtosayyesbutwhowasiKidding?.

OfcourseIwasnotokandIneededtogettomy

warm bedandcrysomemoretillIfellasleep.



Iexplainedmysituationtotheguardandhe

toldmehewasknockingoffandwasonhis

wayhomesohewouldasktheguyhegoes

homewithtogivemealift.poorguydidn'teven

judgeme.

WhenIgothome,isleptthewholeday.

Raymonddidn'tevencallortext.OhwellIdidn't

haveaphonenomore.Asexpected,myphone

diedwhenitfellinthatpool.

Ididn'tevenwanttogotoworkthenextdaybut

im notthetypeofpersontobeabsentforno

reason.Ihaveneverbeenabsent.

"SoIwassayingIm movingoutofresandim

Goingtomissspendingthewithyouhere"Ree

broughtmebacktoreality.



IwasnotreadytotellheraboutwhatRaymond

didn'twhohewas.Butmaybesheknewhim.

Perhapsshecouldhelpmegettingtoknowwho

thisguywas.

"Ohthat'sgoodnews.Im happyforyou"i

smiled.

"Yesbutwhoisthisnewguymakingyoudoall

thesecrazythings.Whoishe?"Sheasked.

"Whathappenedtothatagencyyouusedtogo

to?"Iaskedchangingthetopic.

"Ohwellitcloseddown.Therewerehuman

traffickingscandalsandawholelotofbullshit

butwelltheagencyopenedthedoorsforme.

It'sToobadyoudidn'twanttojoin"



TherewasaknockonthedoorandMary

walkedin.Marywasmystudypartner.

"Ohit'sMrslongrich.GirlIhaven'tseenyouina

while.DidlongrichfinallytakeyoutothatDubai

tripyoualwayspreachedabout"Reesaid

giggling.

"Mxm im nothereforyouRiri.Im hereforZenia.

HeyIhavebeenlookingforyou.Someonetold

meyouwerehere"shesaidfocusingonme.

"OhIforgottoemailyouthatassignment.But

im Done.MyphonediedsoIm justgoingtogive

youtheUSB.I'llcometoyourroom"Isaidto

Maryandsheleft.



"Thatgirlneverlearnshuh.Todayshewillbe

doingforextrading,tomorrowsheisdoing

MMM andthenextdayit'sforeverorlongrich.I

feelsorryforher.Allinthenameoftryingtogo

overseas.MaybeIshouldtakehertooneofmy

tripssoshecantellpeopleshefinallywentto

Dubai"Reesaidtakingoutyoghurtfrom the

fridge.

Ijustshookmyheadsmiling.Irespectother

people'shustle.

"Girlim havingabirthdaypartythisweekendat

thefourseasonshoteltheWestcliff,youknow

itright?"Sheasked.

"No...notreally"



"I'llsendthedriverforyou.Justshowup

please.I'lltellyouthetimeandthemethis

week"

Iwashonestlyplanningtocomewithanexcuse

onFridayeveningsoIdon'tgotherebutit

seemedIhadtoorReewillbemadatme.I

alwayscancelledstaffontheLastminute.

IwasactuallyworryingaboutwhatIwasgoing

towearandmyhairstyle.Forthefirsttimein

mylifeIwasworryingaboutfittingin.

WellifIgotherewithmyjeansandtshirtsthen

I'llbetheoddoneoutandalleyeswillbeonme.

Ididn'twantthat.Ihadtofititsonobodycould

actuallylookatme.

Butmybankaccountwasactuallynotagreeing

withtheplansihad.



Perhapsthepastorwhorecentlyresurrected

thedeadmancouldhelpwiththeresurrection

ofmydeadbankaccount.

"Don'tworryaboutwhatyouwillwearorthe

hair.Igotyou"Reesaidasifshereadmymind.

"Ohfriend.ThatmayorItoldyouaboutlast

weekisheretopickmeup.I'llseeyouwhenI

comeback"

Youcouldneverkeepupwiththemen

Reabetswewasdatingbutsheneverdatea

brokeass.Itwasguyswithhugepositionsat

work,CEO,COO,mayors,ministers,owners.

That'showsherolls.

Iwenttotakeashowerandtriedtostudy.Ihad



atestcomingup.Itriedstudyingbuticouldnt

soIdecidedtosleep.ThisweekIwasworking

MondaytoThursday.AtleastIdidn'tgetanother

weekend.

IworemypyjamasandIgotintothesheets.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Igroanedin

annoyance.Whocoulditbe.Ikeptmycircle

smallavoidingpeopleknockingallthetime.I

wassureReehasleftandIhadalreadygiven

MarytheUSB.

Idraggedmyfeetandwenttoopen.Myheart

skippedabeatormaybetwowhenIsawhim

standingthere.hesmiled.

"Hey"lucifersaidholdingthebiggestbouquet

ofrosesIhaveeverseen.



"Im sorry"hesaidbitinghislip.Atthatmoment

mybodybetrayedmebutIremainedfirm.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Iaskedtryingtolook

tough.Iwantedtosendhim away.

"CanIcomein?"Hegavemepuppyeyes.

"Don'tbelong"IsaidasIopenedwayforhim.

Hewalkedinandhandedmetheflowers.

"Theseareforyou"hehandedmetheflowers

andagiftbag.Ipeekedinsidethebagandsaw

aniPhone.Itookitout.ItwastheXSmax.



"Im nottakingthis.Theyarealreadyfixingmy

phone.Thanksbutnothanks"

"Im reallysorryaboutwhathappenedSunday

morning.ItwassuddenandwhatIdidwas

stupidbutIwasprotectingyou.Takethephone.

It'sallyours"hespokeshowingthoseperfect

whiteteethofhis.

OhGodwhatiswrongwithme.

"It'sokRay.Im overitreally.YoucangoandI'll

neverbotheryouagain"Ispokelookingathim.I

wastryingtoshowhehadnoeffectonmebut

deepdownIdidn'twanthim togo.Iwantedto

Riphisshirtandpantsanddothingsonhim.I

wantedto,badly.



"LookZenia.."hewalkeduptomeandItook

somestepsbacktillIhitthewall.

"Igetthatyoudon'twantanythingtodowith

me.IknowthatIfuckedupandItakefull

responsibilityforthat.AllIm sayingisforgive

me.AlthoughIbadlywantyou...Im goingto

respectyourwishes"hebenthisheadand

kissedme.

Ohwhatisthisguydoing?

"Tellmetostopifyoudon'twantthis.Tellme"

hewhisperedbutIwastonguetied.

RightatthatmomentIstartedaskingmyselfifI

wantedtogobacktomyboringlifewithmy

boringboyfriend.Letmenotevenstarttalking



aboutthesexlifewehave.Gosh!

"Nodon'tgo"

Hepickedmeupandlaidmegentlyonthebed.

ItwasatthatmomentthatIknewIwasI

sellingmysoultothischarmingdevil!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter3

________

Loveisacrazythingright?

Let'snotstarttalkingaboutmegivingRaymond

achanceafterwhathedidbecauseyaallbe



givingyourrustyboyfriendshundredchances

evenaftertheycheatonyou.Andtomake

thingsworse,theyarenoteventhatgoodinbed.

AtleastRaymondwasgoodinbed.

That'sbasicallymetryingtomakemyselffeel

betteraboutthedecisionItook.Itwasstupid.I

mustadmitbutmyheartwastellingmetojust

givethisgoodlookingmanachance.One

chancewouldn'thurtright.?

"Woah....wheredidyougetthisamazingphone.

DamngirlIm stilltryingtogetthisphone."Ree

breathedheavilylikeshesawanexpensive

treasure.ItwasTuesdayafternoonandshejust

camebackfrom Godknowswhere.

"Wherewereyou.Thesisterinchargewas



askingaboutyouthismorning?"

"Iwassick,ok?"

"Youareforeversick"

"Looklet'stalkaboutthisamazingphonethat

youarehavingrightnowandtheflowers.This

can'tbeThabiso.Niggaistoostingytoeven

buyyouvetkoeksandchips"shegiggled.

"AlrightImetaguynamedRaymond.Heis

stayingatwaterfall.Heisamazing.Youshould

seehistonedarms.Gosh"

"OhmyGodzenia.Youarewhipped.Ohthisis

bad.Thisguyisgoingtohurtyou.Waterfallyou



say?Ishemarried?"

"Um hehasagirlfriendandwe'll...."

"Spititout.Whathappened?"

Istartedtellinghereverythingfrom whenwe

starteddating,thecapetowntriphetookmeto.

Themorninghepushedmetothepooland

whenhecamehere.Ibasicallytoldher

everything.Ievenshowedthepictureshesent

tome.

"Thisisnotgood.Igetheisgoodlookingand

moreexcitingthanThabisobuthewilljustuse

youlikeheusedalltheseothergirls"



"Whatothergirls?Doyouperhapsknowthis

guyandthereissomethingyouarenottelling

me?"

"No.Idon'tknowhim butIknowhiskind.Heis

stayinginthatupscaleareaandheis

handsome,heisrichandsuccessful.Heis

probablymarriedandyouarewhipped.Youare

tooinnocentforthisZenia.Youwillgethurt.All

Im sayingisdon'tgettooattachedtohim.Have

fun,getsomemoney.Youdeserveitbutdon't

thinkhewillleavewhoeverheiswithforyou."

"Ididn'tsayhewill"

"Knowingyoumyfriend,youarealready

planningyourweddingwithhim andthekid's

nameyouwillhave.YouwatchtoomuchDisney

movies.Lifeisnotafairytale.Wakeup"



"Fine.Igetit"Irolledmyeyes

"Youdo?ThenstopactinglikeCinderellawho

usedtoallowthestepsistersandmom walk

overherwhilewaitingforaprincecharming.

GoshIhatethatmovie.Imeaneverybody

basicallywalkoveryou.Thenursesintheward,

yourmom,yoursister,yourbrotherplus

ThabisoandyoukindabelieveRaymondisyour

princecharming.Thatniggawillhurtyou....so

bad"

"EnoughaboutRaymondandme.Let'stalk

aboutyourparty'

Weswitchedthetopicandtalkedaboutthe

party.



SaturdaycameandIpreparedtogototheparty.

Reegotatransporttopickmeupaspromised.

ShegotmeanicedressbutIrefusedtheheels

soIwearflatsandIguessthatwasmistake

number1thatIdid.

ThosegirlskeptlookingatmelikeIwaslost.I

couldhearothersgossipingaboutmydress

code.Theywereevenaskingeachotherwho

thehellIwas.Iswearthewholepartywas

aboutthem discussingpeople'sdresscode.

Whereisthefuninthat?

Otherswereontheirphonesthewholetime.

Takingpicturesandpostingthem andasking

theotherstolikeandcomment.Iswearitwasa

funnythingtowatch.Whathasthisworldcome

upto?.AllIwantedwassomeNigerianmusicI

coulddanceto.



Ifeltlikeanoutsiderthewholetime.Someeven

callmemam.Evenwhentheytookgroup

picturesIexcusedmyself.WellIwantedtobe

inthepicturebutthisothergirltoldmemy

pumpswilltotallyruinthepicture.Ouchthat

hurt.SoIwenttothetoiletinstead.

Thefunnythingwasuponseeingmyphone,

everybodywantedtotakepictureswithit.I

wantedtosaynobutIm notabadpersonright.

Thewholepartywasbasicallyaboutdiscussing

someslayqueenswhowerenotthere,taking

selfieswithchampagneandwhatever.Itwas

boringandallIwantedtodowastofuckoff

thatdamnplace.Ohbuttheplacewasstunning.

Itwasanicehotel.

"Areyouhavingsomefun"Reeaskedasshe



cametome.Ifakedthebiggestsmileandtold

herIwashavingthebestfunIhaveeverhad.

"WhywouldyoupostapicturelikethatEmma.

Lookatmypimple.Goshyoucouldhavejust

filtereditout.Youknowwhattakeitdown.It's

anuglypictureanyways"somegirlnexttome

startedthrowingatantrum overapicturethat

herfriendposted.

Thesegirlsweresofake.

"Ohmymom calledshesaidthereisan

emergency.Ineedtoleave"IsaidtoReeasa

waytoleavethatplace.Thesepeoplewere

suffocatingmewiththeirfunnyaccentsandthe

bullshittheytalkabout.



Reecalledtheguywhodrovemeheretocome

takemehome.Hedidn'tevenwastetime.

Iaskedhim topassbyashoppingcomplex.I

wantedsomefood.Themenuinthatpartywas

sushiandoystersandstaffIcan'teven

pronounce.Icouldn'teveneatasinglething

there.

Westoppedbychickenlicken.Thesaltinthat

chickenwastheonlythingthatcouldhelpme

comebacktomysensesafterthetraumatic

experienceIhadinthatparty.

IwasjustcomingoutofchickenlickenwhenI

sawThabiso.Youwon'tbelievethis,buthewas

inabrandnewGTIthathadhisnamewrittenon

thenumberplate.Thabza.That'swhathe

alwayssaidhewillengraveonhisnumberplate



ifheeverbuysacar.Sothecarwasdefinitely

his.Thatwasnottheonlyshockingthingbuton

thefrontseatwassomebadassyellowbone.

shehadthisamazingtattooinbetweenher

boobs.

Iknowmostofyouwillbelike,butyouhave

Raymond.Youbetterholdthatthoughtright

there.Thabisoismyboyfriend,Raymondisthe

sidedickandIhavealltherightstobeshocked.

MyboyfriendboughtaCarandhenevertoldme

aboutit.Whatawow.Whatayeses.

Thisguyusedtocallmewhenhismom buys

newcouches.Thabisowouldtellmewhat'sfor

dinnerathishouseeverysingledaybuthe

couldn'ttellmeaboutacar?.HainoooThedevil

isaliar!

ItookasiponthecokeIwasholding.This



wastoomuchformetobear.

NowIm askingmyself,doIwalkawayand

pretendIdidn'tseeitandcallhim laterandask

aboutthecarordoIconfronthim aboutit.,?

Ofcoursemynormalselfwouldchoosethefirst

one.Walkawaygirl.

ButIcan't.Thabisojusttoldmehewasdoing

practicalsandhewasn'tevengettingpaid.He

calledmelastweektoasksomemoneyandI

gavehim.ThetruthisThabisoalwaysasked

meformoneyeversinceIstartedthisnursing

thing.Him andmymom wereliketwopeople

whoweresenttoextortmoneyfrom me.

TheywerethereasonIwasalwaysbroke.Oh

notforgettingmyselfishsisterAngel.Thay

namedoesn'tevensuither.Shewouldborrow



moneyandneverbringsitbackandtheworst

partisIneversaidnotothem.Icouldn'tdoit.

SoIjuststoodtherethinkingaboutwhattodo

nextwhenThabisobentdowntokissthisgirl.I

lostit.Iwalkeduptothem andthrewthe

chickenandthatCokeIwasholdingatthem.

"Whatthefuck!.Areyouapyscho?"thegirl

askedinthemostannoyingvoiceIhaveever

heard.

"Zenia.Haveyoulostyourmind.Areyouon

drugs?Isittheonesyoustealingfrom the

patients.Icangetyouarrestedforassault"he

saidgettingoutofthecarandwalkinguptome.

Thegirlgotoutofthecartoo.Damnshewas



wayabovemylevel.Nolie.

"Youseewhatyouhavedo.meIm very

expensive.ThisTshirtisbeyondyourmoney.

Youareangryyou"thegirlsaidandIjust

laughed.

"NooneisforcingyoutospeakEnglishgirl.

Sticktoyourvernacular.It'snotacrime"Isaid

toher.

"Whoisvernacular"sheaskedandIignoredher.

"YouneedtogetoutofhereZenia.Please

leave"ThabisospokeandIjustremembered

theRockmysoulIjustthrewatthosetwo.

Maybethrowingthechickenlickenwasnota

goodidea.BeforeIcouldevensayanythinghe



gotinthecaranddroveaway.

Ifelttearscomingtomyeyes.It'sprobably

becauseIwashungry.Don'teventhinkIwas

cryingforthatboringassThabiso.

Ofcourseiwas.Whoam Ikiddinghere.How

canhebuyaGTIandchangejustlikethat.

Thunderwillfirehim.IswearIwilleventravelto

Nigeriatobuyhim thebiggestthunderthereis.

Theonefrom Limpopowon'twork.Thiswas

beyondLimpopo.

"Mam areyouokay"thedriverasked.

Whydopeoplecallmemam?IswearIhad

threetofourgirlswhocalledmemam inthat

party.Jesus!



Igotinthecaranddriverdidn'taskanything

afterthat.Hejustdrovemebacktothe

hospital'sresidence.Thattimehungerwas

callingmebyname.Ifoundsomebreadthere

andateitwithsomeOros.TheOroseven

tastedhorrible.Forthefirsttimeinmylife,the

Orostastedhorrid.

ForthosewhosaysORosisoverrated,please

dropyouraddress.I'lldealwithyouafter

dealingwithmygoodfornothingboyfriend.

Icouldn'tsleepthatnight.Notbecauseitwas

paydaybutbecauseIcouldn'tbelieveThabiso's

betrayal.ItriedcallingRaymond,Ineededsome

goodsexbuthedidn'tanswer.

Iwokeup,tookabathandwenttothemall.I

shoppedtillIdropped.



Thetimeofcallingmemam wasover.Iwentto

domyhair,mynails,makeupandateatoneof

themostexpensiverestaurantIhavenever

beento.

ForthefirsttimeIwasusingmymoneyonme.

Itwasn'tmuchbutitfeltlikeIhavewonLotto.I

eventookoutthemoneyIwassaving.

AftershoppingIbookedareturnflightticketto

Durban.Iwenttobooking.com andbookedme

anicehoteltoo.Theflightwasleavingin

5hours.Iwentbackandchangedandpacked

mystaff.

InnotimeIwasflyingtoDurban.Igotthereand

actedlikeIwassomeimportantbusiness

woman.Ijustwantedtofeelgoodaboutmyself.

Ideserveditright?



IwasinajacuzziwhenMyphonerang.

Itwasmylovelymom.

Ismiledandanswered.

Me:hellomom.(Isippedonmychampagne)

Mom:hello.Haveyoulostyourmind?.Ihave

beenwaitingforthegrocerymoneysincethis

morning.

Me:whatgrocerymoney?Fillmein?Im lost?

Mom:the2,500yousendeverymonth.Ihope

youhaveincreasedittoatleast3,500likewe

spokethelasttime.2,5isnotenough.



Me:ohyoudon'tsay!(Igiggled)

Mom:areyouokZenia?Thisdoesn'tsoundlike

you.

Me:(Isighed)letmetellyousomething

Angelina.YouarenolongergettingaCentfrom

me.Ok?.Youcangooutthereandworklikethe

restofus.Allyoudoiscallmeaselfishspoilt

bratbutyoutakemymoneyeverysinglechance

youget.Idon'tevergettodothingsthatIlike

becauseyouarelikealeech.Ontopofthatyour

beloveddaughterangeldoesn'tevensendyou

shitbutyoukeepcomparingmetoher.Im not

sendingyouanything.Callyourbelovedsonand

yourbeloveddaughterandtellthem aboutthe

moneyyouneedbecauseyouain'tgettingshit

from me.



Ihungup.

Damnthatfeltgood

Mindthebusinessthatpayyou

Chapter4

Theweekendthatwas

______

Iwokeupwithapoundingheadache.Ihave

onlybeenherefortwonightsbutlastnightwas

thebest.Idranklikeafishandthiswasthefirst

timeIwasdrinkinglikethat.

ThewholethingofmeactinglikeIwasarich

businesswomanreallypaidoff.Theseother

twoguyswiththeirgirlfriendsinvitedmetothe



room fordrinksafterpretendingIwasan

importantperson.

Itstartedlikethis,Iwaschillingbythepoolside

whenIoverheardthem talkingaboutme.They

wereactuallymakingabet.Thisotheronesaid

IprobablycamewithasugardaddythatIdidn't

wanttobeseenwithhenceIwasforeveralone

inthepoolandthisotheronesaidperhapsI

hadmoneytocomeherealone.

Ihadbookedmyselfintheoysterboxhotel.I

knowtheratespernightareabovemysoulbutI

justwantedtodosomethingniceformyself

whileIwasstillalive.Lifeistooshort.

IthenpretendedtobemakingaCalltomyPA

talkingaboutanewbusinessventureIwas

settingupandthetypeofmoneyitwasbringing

in.ievenmentioNedI'llbetravelingbackto



Parisafterthis.Ithensaidsheshouldorganize

aNewphoneformebecausethisonehada

scratch.

It'strueindeedthatwealllovetherichand

famousinthislife.Thosepeoplefoundawayto

startaconversationwithmeafterthatandthey

invitedmetotheirroom fordrinks.Theywanted

toknowmoreaboutwhatIdo,thecountriesI

havebeentoandIplayedalong.Iwasactually

tellingthem everysinglethingReetellsme

whenshecomesbackfrom thesecountries.

Westayeduptilllate,drinkingandmelyingto

thesepeople.Itwasactuallyfun.

IcheckedoutTuesdaymorning.ThismeansI

havealreadymissedtwodaysatworkandI

didn'tcare.



WhenIgotbackIfoundReewaitingforme.

"Wherehaveyoubeen.Wewereworried

somethinghappenedtoyou.Yourmom was

heretoo"

"ShejustwantmoneyandIdidsendhera

messagethatIwasfine.Ievensentittoyou"i

threwmyluggageonthebed.

"Didyouhaveamakeover.Wow.Damnyou

lookstunning.Im sorryaboutwhatThabisodid.

Ithoughtyoudecidedtocommitsuicide

becauseofwhathedid"

"SuicideoverThabisoandaGTI?.Awwwnever"



"Okthereisapartytonight.Oneofthegreatest.

Iwantyoutocome.Youcan'tmissit"

"Im notgoingtothosepartiesofyours.I'llget

bored.WhohasapartyonTuesdayeven?"

"Soyouwanttostayhereandwhineabout

Thabiso.Allnight?Comeon.It'sasimpleparty.

Whenyougetboredwewillcomeback.Ijust

don'twantyouoverthinkaboutThabisoallnight.

Iknowyouwellenough"

Reemanagedtoconvincemetogototheparty.

Icouldn'treallystopthinkingaboutwhat

Thabisohasdonetome.Itwashardthani

thoughtactually.IguessItrusttoomuch.

Whenwegottothesocalledparty,therewere



fewpeopleactually.Justsomemogulsandfew

girls.Apparentlyitwassomeguy'sparty.

Itwasn'tasbadastheotheroneIwentto.

Noneofthesegirlsweretryinghardtobe

someonetheywerenot.howevertherewerea

coupleofoldguysthatweretoooldtobeina

party.

"Areyouenjoyingtheparty?"Somemkhulu

asked.

Ididn'tevenreplyhim.Ijustlookedathim in

disgust.

"I'dlovetohaveaprivatesessionwithyou"he

spokesternly.Hepossessedsomuch

confidence.



"Ichuckled"privatewhat?Thanksbutno

thanks"

"Heistherichestguyintheroom Zenia"Ree

whisperedasshegrabbedmetotheside.

"So?WheredoIfitin?"

"Wheredoyoufitin?Thislifestyleyouhave

startedneedsmaintainceandicanassureyou

thatthestipendwereceiveisneverenoughto

financeeverything.Girlifyoumanagetoget

thatoldguytodateyou.Youwillbesetforlife.

Evenifhejusthavesexwithyoutonight,Ican

promiseyoutomorrowyouwillbebuyingthat

KiaRioyouwant.Hepaysgenerously"



"Hecanpaylikeheisithubanationallotteryfor

allIcare.OksalayoIm notsleepingwith

him.ewww"

"Ohsoyouwouldrathersleepwithbrokeass

niggaswhodontevendoanythingforyou.Asif

thatisnotenough.Theydumpyourasswhen

thesunstartsshiningbrightlyontheirside.Is

thatthelifeyouwantoryoustillbelievein

happilyeverafterbullshit?WaketheFuckup

Zenia.ThabisoshouldbeaLesson"

"Butitdoesn'tmeanIshouldprostitutemyself

becauseThabisodidwhathedid.Infacthewill

comearound.iknowhim."

OkIdidn'tmeantosaythat.Imeanevenifhe

doescomearound,Iwasnotplanningtotake

him back.



Reelaughed"youmeanthisThabiso.Maybeif

youhadsocialmedia,youwouldknowthe

bullshitheisdoingoverthere"

Shetookoutherphoneandsearchedhisprofile

thengavemethephone.Thabisodidapicmix

ofmypictureandthenewgirlwithacaption

talkingabouthowmuchsheisadiamondand

Im thestone.Howmyfashionsensenearly

drovehim tosuicide.Peoplewerecommenting

onhowblindhewasforevendatingme.People

werelaughingandsharingthepicture.

Heevenwroteastatuslike'imaginean

engineerdatinganurse,iwillprobablybring

triplehersalarymonthend'.

Thebullshitwentonandon.Everytimehe

postedapictureofthegirlhealwaysfounda

waytodragmeinthere.



Thiswasonanotherlevelofchildish.Iwas

goingtosquashhisdickwhenIseehim.I

swear.

IneededtoshowIwasdoingbetterwithhim

right!Butwasmystipendgoingtokeepupwith

thelifestyleIhaveenvisaged?

Ilookedattheguyandhebithislips

seductively.EwwwIcringed.

Thisguywasprobablyinhislate50'andhewas

fat.HispotbellywasashugeasmountEverest.

Andhesnoreswhenheissitting.Imaginewhat

happenswhenheissleeping.Gosh.

"Theseguyslastforaminuteinbed."She

smiled.



"CanIhavesomethingstrongthat'sgoingto

helpmenottooverthink?"Iasked.

"Whiskey?"

"Nosomethingstronger"

"Ohok.Ihaveaperfectpillforyou."She

handedmethepill.

"Havefun"Reewhisperedasshewalkedaway.

IguessIcandothisright.It'sjustsexright.It's

notrocketscience.



ItoldtheguyIwasacceptinghisoffer.Wewent

toDaVincisuites.Iguesshereallydidhave

moneytospend.

Whenwegothere.Hetookoffhisclothesand

wasjustleftwiththeboxerandavest.He

betternotexpectablowjobfrom me.His

potbellywasgoingtosuffocatemeforsure.

"Let'shavesomedrinkstocelebratelife"Idid

handinghim thewhiskeyIjustpouredforus.

"Solet'sdiscussthepayment.Idon'twantan

instancewhereIdidthejobandyoupaymea

thousandRand"iSaidandhelaughed.

Helaughedsohard,IevenquestionedifIsaid

somethingfunny.



"Youareabeautifulgirlandyoudeservethe

world.IfyoutakecareofmethenIwilltake

careofyou.Yourfriendsknowsthatihardlydo

thisbutwhenIdoit.Ialwayschoosecremede

Lacreme."

Hetookouthisphoneandaskedformy

accountnumber.Igaveittohim.Hethentyped

somethingandthenextthingmyphonewas

vibrating.

"ThisistoshowthatIcantakecareofyou.

Anytimeoftheday"hesaid

Icheckedmyphone.Myeyesalmostpopped

out.Damn!Dopeoplereallypaythismuchfor

sex?.



"Cometopapa"Hesaidandmybloodactually

boiledwhenhesaidthat.

"Ouch"hestartedholdinghishead.

"Whatdidyouputinthatdrink.Somethingis

offhere"hespokerubbinghiseyes.

IdidputthepillReegavemeinhisdrink.Ididn't

evenknowwhatitwasbutIm prettysureitwas

adrug.Theplanwastogethim topassoutsoI

canleaveandgowithdrawthemoneybeforehe

wakesupandreverseit.Theproblem nowwas

thathehadgivenmealotofmoneythatIdidn't

evenexpect.Icouldn'twithdrawortransferall

ofitbecauseofdailylimit.Ag.

JustwhenIthoughttheguywasdozingoff,his



pupilsstarteddilating.NextthingIknowheis

gaspingforairholdinghischest.Ithoughthe

wasactingtoscaremebutfrothysalivastarted

comingfrom hismouth.Niggawashavinga

seizureandIjuststoodthereshocked.Not

somethingyouexpectfrom anurse,right?.

AsanursetherewerecertaindepartmentsI

hate.Emergencydepartmentorcasualtywas

onedepartmentsIcouldn'tstand.Iwasn'tan

adrenalinejunkysorunningaroundwasnotmy

thing.Icouldn'tstandseeingpeoplecomingin

from accidentsandwhatnot.Let'snoteventalk

aboutresuscitation.I'dratherworkintheclinic

givingflumedications.

Iranforthephoneandcalledthereceptionand

toldthem therewasanemergencyandIneeded

anambulance.



Thepoorpeopledidn'teventaketimeto

respondandtheguywastakentothehospital.

ThehotelmanagerSaidIcouldtakeallthetime

intheroom.TherewasnowayIwasgoingto

sleepinthere.

Theplanwastodenyevergivingtheguyany

drug.IwasgoingtomaintainthestoryIhave

formulatethaheprobablytookthedruginthe

toiletifthepoliceasked.

Iwasbusygettingmystuffinthebagwhena

walletfell.Itwasthatguy'swallet.Iopenedit.I

didn'tevenknowhisname.

BeforeIcouldevencheckthename.Apicture

oftheoldmanandsomeonethatlookedlike



Raymondcaughtmyeyes.

Iwasstillprocessingtheshockwhen

somebodyknocked.Itwasthehotelmanager.

"Im sorrytobethebearerofbadnewsbuthe

didn'tmakeit.MrRandimapassedonatthe

hospital!

OhMarymotherofjesus

*****

Itypedthisinsertanditdisappeared.Imagine

thepainIfeltwhenrewritingeverything?Im

prettysureitwasworsethanzeniafindingout

shekilledaperson.Let'smeetonMonday.



Muchlove

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter5

OnceuponatimeIonlyhadtoworryabout

examsorwhythesisterinthewardismaking

meworktwoSaturdaysinaroworhavingto

borrowyetanothermoneytomymom or

Thabiso.Iusedtoworryaboutmthunzinot

gettingcaughtinScandalbutrightnowthe

wheelshaveturnedsorapidly.

Im nowworriedthatIhavejustkilledaperson.

Perhapsitsadream oraprankandIwillwake

upfrom itall.



Whateveritis,icantstanditanymore.Ijust

wantmynormalboringlifeback.

Ibrokedowninfrontofthemanager.

"Im reallysorrymam....Im sosorryforyourloss

butIwouldlikeyoutotakeallyourstuff,Wewill

bemovingyoutoanotherroom.Itmustbe

stressfulenoughforyoubeinghereinthesame

room itwhereithappened"hesaid

IwasalreadydonepackingsoIjusttookmy

stuffandfollowedhim.Ididn'ttouchanyofthe

oldman'sstuff.Ileftthem astheyareincase

thepolicemightwanttochecksomething.

Ifollowedtheguytotheroom.iwantedtoleave

butitmightlooklikeIwantedtorunawayfrom

something



ItistimelikethiswhenIneededsomeoneto

talkto.IjustrealizedIhadnoonetotalkto

Absolutelynoone.

Iusedtobesoclosewithmysister.Wewould

talkabouteverythingandanythingbutitsortof

changedwhendaddied.Whenshegotthe

moneytobeprecise.

MymotherwasnotsomeoneIcouldtell

Anythingto.Ihaveneverbeenherfavourite

childhenceIwassoclosewithmydad.Let's

noteventalkaboutmybrother.

ReewasaFriendyoucouldn'treallytellasecret

to.IfIwastotellherexactlywhathappened.

ShewouldthenwriteastatusonTwitterabout



itindirectly.Seekingattentionandsympathy

online.Shealwayspostedstuffthatare

sometimesnoteventrueforattention.

ThabisowasthatpersonIusedtotellmystuff

too.HewaslikeabestfriendIneverhad.Butit

allwentdownthedrainwhenhebackstabbed

me.Thattwotimingpieceofshit.

ThiswasgoingtobeasecretIwasgoingto

taketothegraveorelseI'llbesinginga

differenttuneinjail.

"Soum whencanIleave?"Iasked.Thetime

wasalreadypast12am.Iwasjustgoingtotake

anuber

"Um MrRandima'ssonwouldlovetohavea



wordwithyoufirst"Themanagerspokeandmy

heartstartedbeatingfaster.

"What...erm Why...?"Istuttered

RaymondcannotknowthatIwasintherewith

hisdad.Thatwouldjustbetheendofme.

"Hello"avoicebehindmespokebutIrealizedit

isnotRaymond.Iturnedtolookattheguy.

Latethirties,goodlookingbutnotlikeRaymond.

Therewasnodoubtthosetwowererelated.

Hewasstandingatthedoorwayofthenew

room Ihavebeengiven.

Hesmiledtakingouthishadforashake.Thisis

weird.Isn'tthisguysupposedtobeMadatme?



Iextendedmyhandandshookhis.

Themanagerexcusedhimself.

"SoIm...wellmynameisRafael.MrRandima

wasmydad"hespokeandIjustnodded.

ShouldItellhim myrealname?.Nobody

actuallyknewmyname.Thehotelwasbooked

withMrRandima'sdetails.Maybetellinghim

mynamewasdefinitelynotagoodidea"

"Im angel"Iliedthroughmyteeth.

"Ijustwanttoknowwhyhappenedinthere.Im

theonewhobookedthisroom foryou.Where

youguysdoingthedeedwhenhehadthe



attack?"

"No...hewasdrinkinghiswhiskeywhenitall

started.Dothedoctorsknowwhatmighthave

happenedtohim?"

"Bloodtestsweretakenonarrivalandwhen

theycamebacktheyfounddrugsinhissystem.

Sincehehadheartproblemstheyare

suspectingthatthedrugsmighthavecaused

theattack.Butnowwejustgoingtowaitforan

autopsy.Didyouguystakeanydrugs?"

"WellnotthatIknowof.Ionlydrankalcohol

andIdidn'tseehim takeoneeither.Butthere

wastimehewenttothetoiletandspentsome

timeinthere.Im notsosureifmaybehetook

thedrugswhileinthere"



"Alrightnoproblem.Im justsorryyouwere

therewhenitallhappened.HoweverIwouldlike

younottotellanyoneaboutthedrugthingok?"

"Ok"

"Yesum thestatementhasalreadybeen

preparedforthepublicandwillbereleased

tomorrowmorning.Itwilljustspeakofthe

heartattackandneveraboutthedrugsoryou.

Mymotherdoesn'thavetoknowaboutthis.

Infactthisshallendbetweenme,youandthe

staffmemberswhomighthaveseenyouwith

him.Youshallnotsayawordabouteverbeing

withhim,ok?"

Inodded.



"Imovedyoutothisroom becausethePolice

willbecomingtocheckthecrimescenesince

hisum deathwasnotofnaturalcauses.Soitis

justgoingtoappearasifhewasaloneandyou

wereneverthere.IfIeverhearawordaboutyou

beingwithhim inthathotelroom thenIcan

assureyou,youwillcursethedayyouwere

born"hesaidthelaststatementthensmiled.

Hisphonerangandheanswered.

"HeyRay...um Im atthehotelnow...wellyeah

hewasalone....thereisnoneedforyouto

come....Staywithmom.Sheneedsyou...okI'll

seeyousoon"

Hehungup.



"Haveagreatdayangel.Ifthereissomething

youwouldliketoshare.Hereismynumber"he

handedmeabusinesscardthenwalkedout.

Ididn'tevensleepthatnight.NotbecauseI

killedthatpooroldmanbutbecauseofhow

everythingjustturnedout.Iwasgladthepolice

won'tbeaskingmequestionsbutIwas

perplexedbythisguy'sbehaviour.Heactedlike

amafia.

ThenextdayIwaslateforwork.

"Tellmeallaboutlastnight....didyoushowthe

oldmansomegoodtimes"Reesaidexcitedly

asshesawme.Iwasinthedressingroom

preparingthetrolley.



"Ain'tyousupposedtobegivingmedication?"

"Medicationcanwait.Howwastheoldman.

Doeshelastinbed.Howmuchdidhegiveyou?.

IbetheistakingyoutoMaldives"

Iwantedtoaskwhatthedrugshegavemewas

butIguessthiswasnottherighttime.Asa

renownedbusinessman,MrRandima'ssudden

deathwasonthenews.JustlikeRafaelsaid,

theyweresayinghehadaheartattack.

"Wedidntdoit.InfactIchickenedoutand

camebacktores"Ismiled.

"Whatyouchickenedoutfrom lotteryticket?

Girl.YouneedPrayers."



IavoidedReeforthemostpartoftheday.

Whenshefoundouttheguydied,IactedlikeI

didn'tevenknowaboutit.Infactwhenshe

showedmethearticleonherphone,I

pretendedlikeIwasshocked.

Thedaywentbyslowly.Ijustwantedtoknock

offandgosleepinmyroom.

Iwasfinishingupwithadmittingapatientwhen

myphonerang.ItwasRaymond.

Whywashecallingme?

Iwalkedtothebalconyandanswered.

Me:hey



Ray:hello.CanIseeyou.Now!

Me:now?

Ray:didIstutter?

Ohgodithinkheknows.Shitheknows.

Me:nowell...whatIm sayingisIm atwork.ijust

can'tcomenow.

Ray:takelunchorsomething.Ineedtoseeyou.

Me:it'snoteasy



Ray:tellthem youhaveanemergencyathome.

Infactjustleaveandyouwillexplaintomorrow.

Thenerveofthisguy.

Me:fine.I'llbethere.

Ray:don'tbelate.Cometomyoffice

Hehungup.

IwasabouttoknockoffbutIjustdidn'twantto

seehim orgoanywhereclosetohim.Iwas

gettingweirdvibesfrom thesetwobrothers.

TheyareprobablydangerouspeopleandIdont

evenknow aboutit.Maybetheyare

criminals.Thebrotherprobablytoldhim about



mebeingwithhisdad.Theyarebrothersafter

all.Theyprobablytelleachothereverything.Im

surethehotelgaveouttheCCTVfootageofus

walkingintogethertotheguy.

WellIwasjustgoingtodenyeverbeingthere.I

wouldsayitwasmysisterangel.Welookalike

afterall.

Iwenttomyroom,changedandevenworea

wigthatwasshorterthantheoneIwore

yesterday.UbercameandIwasonmywayto

hisoffice.Itwasmyfirsttimethereandhesent

metheaddress.

HisdaddiedJustlastnightandhewasalready

intheofficethenextday?

WhenIgotthere.Thereceptionistshowedme



theoffice.Iwalkedinandheimmediately

lockedthedoor.Im surehecouldevenhearmy

heartbeatingfast.Hewasalone.Therewasno

signofthebrother.

Hepickedmeupandputmeonhistableashe

startedkissingme.

Ok.Iguessthismeanshedoesn'tknow

anythingaboutlastnightright?.Ormaybehe

wantedtochokethelifeoutofmeashekissed

me.HewentformyboobsandIloosenedupa

bit.AlthoughdeepdownIwasstillscared.

Hecontinuedkissingmeashishandstrailedto

theskirt.Hetookmypantiesoff.

"Um welldowehavetodoithere.Imeanwe



cangotoyourplaceright?"Iaskedtryingto

stophim.

"Iwantyourighthere,rightnow"hespokeandI

lethim havehiswaywithme.

Afterweweredone.HelaidonthecouchwhileI

fixedmyclothesandhair.

"Ineededthat.Myheadwasgoingtoburst"he

spokegettingup.Hepouredsomewhiskeyina

glassandgulpedthecontent.

"Doyouwantsome?"Heasked.

"NoIm fine...um Im sorryforwhathappenedto

yourdad.Mycondolences"Ispokewatchinghis



reaction.

Heneverreallytoldmetheguywashisdad

though.

"Thanks.iappreciateit.Myowngirlfriend

doesn'tevenwanttocomebacktobewithme

inthistryingtime.Insteadshetellsmeshe

can'tleavetheprojectinUkraineunattended.

Whatbullshitisthat?"

Ididn'tknowhowtoanswertothatsoIjust

keptquietplayingwithmynails.

"Butim Gladtohaveyouinmylife.youare

alwaysthereforme...youknowIfeellikemy

brotherishidingsomethingfrom me.Hetold

medaddiedofaheartattackwhilehewasin



hishotelroom butthismorningIoverheardhim

talkingaboutdrugsorsomethingaboutdad

beingwithaslayqueen.Whatifshekilledhim.

GodknowsIwon'tresttillIfoundthatbitchand

teachhertostayawayfrom marriedman"

"Maybeyouareoverreacting"isaidandhe

chuckled.

"Ifit'struethattherewasdrugsinvolvedthenI

canassureyouthatmydadwouldn'ttakethat.

Forallweknowshemighthavebeenhiredto

killhim.Dadhadenemies"

"Andwhatifit'strulytheheartattacktheyare

tellingyouabout?"

"WellifitisnotthenallIm sayingisthatthegirl



shouldstartpackingandpreparestoleavethe

countrybecausesheain'tgoingtolikewhat's

comingherway"

Thatstatementalonemademetoalmostpiss

onmyself.WherewasIevengoing,attendinga

partyonaTuesdaynight?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter6

"Um Ineedtogo.IhavesomethingIneedto

takecareof"IsaidasIgotup.Ihadtoleave

beforeIstartsweatinglikeIjustranamarathon

withusainbolt.

Iwasn'tsogoodwithlying.Thisniggawas

goingtocatchmeandfrymyassinabraai



stand.Raywascapableofdoingthat.

Thisguymademejumpintoacoldpoolona

rainydayanddidn'tevencaretocheckifIwas

okthenextday.Heclearlyhadnoheart.

"I'llseeyoutomorrow"hekissedmethen

handedmemoneyforUber.Itwas2k.Notso

badhuh?

"Ok.Callmewhenyougethome"hesaidasI

walkedout.

Iwaswalkingdownthestairswhenthisguy

bumpedintome.Peopledon'tevenwatch

wheretheygoinganymore.

"Damn.Wouldyoupleasewatchwhereyouare

going"Isnapped.



"Im sorrymam.Perhapsifyouwerenot

concerntratingonyourphone,youwouldhave

seenwhereyouaregoing"

"IwouldhaveseenwhereIwasgoing?.How

aboutyou?Imean....."Ilookeduptofacethis

annoyingpersonandIgottonguetied.Ijust

openedmymouthbutnothingcameout.

Englishdecidedtoleavemejustlikethat.

HesmiledandIdiedforasecond.Iseriously

died.Thoseweretheteeththatgoestothose

dentiststhatcharges9kforservices.You

wouldn'tknowthem becauseyourdentist

chargesR350.

I'veneverseensomeonesobeautifulinmylife.

Awholebuffetinahumanform.



Im TalkingaboutthetypeofapersonthatGod

tookhistimemoulding.Nottheseboyfriendsof

yoursthatGodcreatedduringpeakhours.The

lastminutescreations.

Hesmiledagainandthistimemyknees

wobbledlikejelly.Hecaughtme.

"Areyouokmam?"Heasked.

Onanormalbasis,Iwouldgetsomadthathe

wascallingmemam butwiththisguyIdidn't

carewhathecalledme.Hecouldcallmeaunty

andIwouldstillfollowhim.

Ijustwantedtodozeoffinhisarmsandwake

upwhenever.AftermakingsureIwasbackon



myfeetheletmego.

Hepickedupthepapersthatfellfrom hishands

andthentookmyhandtoanearbybench.

"Areyousureyouarenothungry

Maybethat'swhyyouarefainting"

Im faintingbecauseIwanttoeatyou,dumbass.

Ithoughttomyself.

NotonlyisthisguyoneofGod'sbestcreation

buthewassohumble.Notguyslikethabang,

Sipho,Siya,Tshepowhocomestoyourinbox

withHi,HUD,wudlikewestillinmxit.

Thesespawnsofsatanwhoonlyknows"when

am Igonnaseeyou.Whenareareyouvisiting

me?"Uselesspieceofhumanbeings.



Whostilldoesthatin21stcentury.?

"Doyouwanttogoforcoffee"heaskedandI

smiled.

Didyouhearthat?Doyouwanttogoforcoffee?

Notwhenam Igoingtoseeyou.?Thesearethe

typeofhumanbeingsthatareagifttowomen.

Wait.Didthisguysaycoffee?

Itwas5pm andthisguyistellingmeabout

coffee.Ain'twesupposedtodrinkcoffeeinthe

morning?Iwouldn'tevenknow.Ihatecoffee

"Coffee?Thatissowhitepeople'sthing."Isaid

andhejustsmiled.



Thissmilewilldefinitelybetheendofme.I

swear.

"Ijustlovecoffeebutwecangograbsome

lunchifyouhaven'teaten.Whatam Ieven

sayin'.It'slateforlunch.Let'sgrabsomedinner

atpi...."

Ididn'tevenhearwhathesaid.Itsounded

picalloorpigallo.ButIm prettysurehewas

talkingaboutarestaurant.Anexquisiteonefor

thatmatter.TheonethatIknowIdeserve.

OhNkosiYami,whatdidIdotodeserveallthis?

TherewasnowayIwassayingnotowhatever

hewouldask.Evenifit'scoffee.Iwouldpretend

toloveit.



soweendedupgoingtothesaidrestaurant.

WhenIsawthisguymymindautomatically

thoughtaboutaveryrichguy,youknow.Like

someonewhowasinRaymond'sleaguebutit

wasn'tso.Thisguywasgoodlookingandwe'll

dressedbutwhenitcametomoneyhewasjust

anormalguy.Disappointingright?

WellwhendidIevenbecomeaGolddigger?

Thingslikethatneverusedtobotherme.

SpendingtoomuchtimewithReewasslowly

changingmyperceptiononthings.

Wewalkeduptohiscar,whichwasa2014

polovivo,kindatiredbutwhyam Icomplaining.?

Idontevenownabicycle.



"Ihaveneverseenyouinthatbuildingbefore?

Areyounew"heaskedasweateourfood.

"NoiwasvisitingRaymond?"Iblurtedoutand

thenrealisedIshouldn'thavesaidhisname.

"RaymondRaymond?Likethebigboss

Raymond?"

"Um yeahwehaveaprojectthatheishelping

mewith"

"Whattypeofaproject?"heasked

Sotheguywashotandeverythingbuthe

couldn'tseem tomindhisdamnbusiness?

Haibo.



"It'sisaCharitythathesponsors"Ilied.

"That'sawesome...wellIm Aiden."

Didyouhearthat?Aiden.Aidendoesn'tsound

likethoseguyswhowillleaveyoupregnantand

destitute.Thosearethetypeofthingsthat

peoplelikeMandlaorNicowoulddo.NotAiden.

Youwillneverfindmossmakwatirunningafter

aguycalledAidenin"noexcusepayyour

papgeld"

"Im zenia.SoyouworkwithRayhuh?What

typeofapersonishe?"

"Um strict.Heisdefinitelylikehisfather.May

hissoulrestinpeace.Hedoesn'treallytake



nonsense.HeisagreatguytoworkforIguess"

"liarliarpantsonfire"

"Okwellheisanightmare.Imeanifyouneed

tohavethingsdoneyoucan'tBeeverybody's

friend,right?"

"Iguessso"

"Enoughaboutthosepeople.Let'stalkabout

you.Whatdoyoudo.?"

"Im anurseandpleasedon'tstartaskingme

whetherIm passionateaboutitorwhat.Ihate

thatquestion"



Hechuckled"Iwasn'tgoingtoaskthat.Wellit

wasnicehavingdinnerwithyouIhaven'tdone

thisinawhile.Doyouwannagotomyplace?"

Ohyespapi.Ithoughtyouwouldneverask.

Girlsifyouhaven'tmetaguywhomakesyou

wanttoeathim uponthefirstdaythenican

assureyou,youaregoinginthewrongplaces.

StopgoingtoTembisa,duduza,tsakane,

daveyton,Soweto....thelistisendlessandstart

goingtoproperplaces.Youshallmeetguys

whomakesyouwannaspeakintongues.

"Wellok."Isaidsmiling

Weleftandhedraggedmetosomekaraoke

placefirst.Karaoke?Ihaveneverwenttosuch



placesbefore.That'snotevenmycupoftea.

Moviesperhaps.

Butitturnedouttobesofun.Hewassofree

withme,youwouldswearwehaveknowneach

otherlikeforever.IhaveneverlaughedlikeIdid

thatnight.Heisvocallywoundedandhisdance

moveswerejustfrom anotherplanetbuthe

didn'tcare.Ihavenevermetsuchafunguy

before.Never.

AfterthekaraokewewenttohisflatinNewton.

Notsobad.Atleasthewasn'tstayingatsome

backroom inAlex.

"Wannawatchsomemovies.Yourpick?"He

saidbringingpopcornsthathejustmade.He

evenlookedhotterinhiscasualclothes.



"Okwell.LetmefindussomeKoreandrama"

"Somewhat?Noways.Wearenotgoingto

watchthat"heprotested

"Stopbeingabore.Youwillactuallyloveit"

"Nocando"

"Okletmesee...ohIevenhaveithereonmy

usb.It'stoobadNetflixdoesn'thavethisone"

Iputtheseriesonandheactedlikehewas

crying

"Tothebeautifulyou?Youcanevenhearit

from thenamethatwearegoingtogetboredto



death.Ohlordhelpme"

Wewatchedthefirsttwoepisodesandhewas

whiningthewholetime.

"Whydotheytalkliketheyarewhining?Whyis

hernameGuJaehee?Thatjustsoundsweird.

OhmyGodthesepeoplelookthesame.No

wondershepretendedtobeaboyandnobody

noticed.Ohjeez.Sheisastalker.Whydothey

haveweirdhairstyles.Welltheykindadress

nicely.Theyliterallydraggedeverywordatthe

end..pujeheee...?"

Ilaughed"ShushAiden.Youtalktoodamn

much."

Afterepisode4.Iwastiredandreadytogo



home.Theseepisodestookforevertoend.

"Let'sjustwatchabitmore"hesaid.

"Weren'tyoutheonewhosaidyouwillget

boredtodeath?Iwannago"

Heforcedmetobingewatchthedamnthing

withhim.beforeweknowit,Itwas5am.Ididn't

sleepandIwasgoingtowork.Jeez.

"OhmyGodthiswascrazy.NowIm notgoing

tobeproductiveintheward"

"Thiswasfun.WhowouldeverthoughtthatI

wouldspendmytimewatchingsomecheesy

Koreandrama.Youarethebestfriendanyone



couldeveraskfor"

Waitwhat?

Isthisguyseriouslyfriendzoningme?OkI

understandthatheprobablydatespeoplelike

Meagangoodorallthoseinstagoodlooking

girls.Ormaybeheisgay?Imeannonormalguy

wouldwanttowatchacheesyseriesright?

Ohwhateveritis.Im sohurt.Hedidn'teven

touchmelastnight.Notevenakiss.Ag

Im sorrySipho,Tshepo,Mandla,Thabangfor

bad-mouthingyouoverthisguywhodoesn't

evenknowwhataladyis.Iknowguyslikeyou

wouldn'tevenwaitfortheseriestostartbefore

youwillbealloveragirllikeabadrash.

IwastedmysleepYaz.



"SoarewegoingtofinishtheSeriesTonight?"

Heasked.

Finishitmyfoot.

"Ofcoursewewill"Ismiled.

Itookashowerandhedrovemebacktores.

TodayI'lljusthavetododgeforanhourortwo

inthewardandgotosleep.

IgottoworkandeverybodywasjustaskingifI

wasok.IguessIlookedlikeIwashitbyatrain.

Itwasactuallymyfirsttimenotsleepingawink.

Ifainted.WellIpretendedtofaintbecauseI



wassoannoyedwitheveryoneaskingifIwas

ok.Iwastakentocasualtyandaftersome

assessment.Iwasgivenadayoff.

YippeeIcouldgosleepinpeace.

ItextedRaytellinghim thedoctorbookedme

offbecauseIwasabitsick.Hecalledtotellme

hewouldcomeseemeafterwork.Sosweet

right?

Henevercame.Nocallnonothing.Iguesshe

wasbusywiththefuneral.Itwasevenselfishof

metoexpecthim toevencome.

FridayIwasoffandfeelingmuchbetter.Aiden

draggedmetoashoppingmall.Hewantedto

buysomesuitforaweddinghewasattending.



"Isn'tthatRay.Ohpoorguyistakinghis

father'sdeathsohard.Heactuallyburyhimself

withwork"

IlookedatRayonce.Hewaswalkingwiththey

typeofagirlthatAidenshoulddateifhewasn't

gay.Shewasonanotherlevelofhot.Ohshit

that'sprobablythemaingirlfriend.Woah.I

honestlyhadtoupmygameifIgottacompete

withthatone.

Myphonebeeped.Itwasamessagefrom Ray.

'whoisthatguyyouarewalkingwith?Ineedto

seeyounow.Ditchhim.Cometothefitting

room.Weneedtotalk"

Iswitchedoffmyphone.



"Let'sgograbsomeicecream"IsaidtoAiden

andwewalkedoutoftheshop.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter7

"Areyousecretlyaddictedtoicecream?"Aiden

askedandInoddedwithasmile.Tryingtohide

thefactthatIjustwantedtoditchRaymond.

"Let'sgetStarbucksfirstthenwewillgetthe

icecream whenweleave"hesaidgivingme

puppyeyes.

"Coffeewilldefinitelybethedeathofyou"



"Theydon'tonlysellcoffee,youknow"

"Itdoesn'tmatter"

WewenttoStarbucksandorderedourdrinks.

"AreyoubyanychanceavoidingRaymond?"He

askedaswewaitedforourorder

Ichuckled"what?Whatgaveyouthatidea?"

"Hejustenteredtheshopandallofasudden

youwantustogoforicecream.Ithoughtyou

weregoingtosayhi"

"Heisyourboss..whydidn'tyougosayhias

well"Iaskedlookingathim.



Helaughed"hewasprobablygonnafiremefor

tryingtotalktohim.Icanassureyouhedoesn't

knowme.Raymondhardlylookspeopleinthe

eye."

"Ishethatbad?"Iasked.

"Theotherdayhefiredaguyforbeingaminute

late.Weallthoughthewasjokingbutthepoor

guylosthisjobjustlikethat.Heisamonster."

"Damnthatwasharsh"

"Thegirlfriendisequallyharsh.It'sagoodthing

youdidn'tgotothem.Thosetwoarealike.They

deserveeachother"



"Ibettheydo"

Aftergettingourdrinks,wesatdown.Afterwe

weredone,Wecontinuedlookingforthesuittill

wefoundit.

"Howwouldyoufeelaboutgoingtothe

weddingwithme?It'snextSaturdayatPort

Elizabeth"

"Um....well"

Ididn'treallyhaveplansfornextSaturday.I

wasn'tevenplanningtogotoworkiftheyput

meonaSaturdayshift.



"I'llpayforeverything...evenyouroutfit.Please"

"Okcool.Illgowithyou"

Weshoppedformyoutfitandthengotsome

lunch.Aftereatingwegottheicecream he

promisedthenleft.Hedroveustohis

apartment.Whenwegottherewefinishedthe

serieswewatchedtheotherdayandstarteda

newone.Iswitchedonmyphone.Therewere

fewmissedcallsfrom RayandRee.Somewere

from mybrotherAlex.Iwasabouttoputit

downwhenitrang.ItwasReabetswe.

Ianswered.

Ree:Ihavebeentryingtoreachyou.Wasyour

phoneoff?Isawyouinthemallwithsomehot



guy.Whoishe?

Me:heisaFriend.

Ree:afriend?Suchahothumanbeing?Why

don'tIknowabouthim.Iwantedtocometoyou

guysbutthenyoudisappearedandIcouldn't

seeyounomore.

Me:mybatterydied.Sorry.

Ree:Ineedmorethansorry.Ineedthedetails.

Whendidyoumeethim.Howgoodisheinbed.

IsheRich?Whatdoeshedrive?

Me:isthatnecessary.?



Ree:thosearetheessentialthingsonemust

knowaboutaguy.AnywaysBeautifulguyslike

him haveasmalldicksyndrome.Theyusually

don'tevenknowwhattheyaredoinginbed.So

howwashe.?Let'shopeheisdifferent.

Me:wehaven'tslepttogethersoIwouldn't

know.

Ree:damngirl.Iwouldbepregnantwithhis

childaswespeak.Youaredisappointingme.

HoweverIhavetosayIm reallyimpressed.

Whatdoeshedothough?IsherichlikeRay?

Me:heisnotrichlikeRay.Let'sdropthis,

please.

Ree:ohmyGod.RunZenia.Don'tdateabroke



guyjustbecauseheiscute.Cutenessdoesn't

paythebills.Lovealoneisnotenoughtopay

thebills.

Me:Thanksfortheadvicemam mfundisi.ByeI

gottagonow.

Ihungup.

Wesleptlatewatchingtheseries.Heoffered

mehisbedwhilehetookthecouch.Iguessthis

justconfirm hissexuality.Hedefinitelywasgay,

right?

Thenextmorning.IdecidedIwasgoingtogo

home.

Ihadjustgottenoffthetaxi.Whenmyphone

ring.ItwasRay.Iwasscepticaltoanswerit.It



wasSaturdaymorning.Thedayforthefuneral.

Ianswered.

Ray:soyouhavebeenavoidingmehuh?"

Me:IhavejustbeenbusyRay

Ray:busy?Withwhat?Im talkingabout

yesterdaywhenyouwerewiththatguy

Me:Whatguy?

Ray:Stopactingdumb.YouknowwhatIm

talkingabout



Me:Ohthemessageyousentthatday.My

batterydiedbeforeIcouldevenreadit.

Ray:Iknowyouarelyingbutit'sok.It'sinthe

pastnow

Me:Noit'snotRay.Youactuallyexpectmeto

sayhowhigheverytimeyousayjump.Youhave

agirlfriend.Idon'tseeanythingwrongwithme

havingaboyfriend

Ray:Youdon'tseeanythingwrong?Sothesex

Im givingyouisnotadequate?Themoneyis

notenough?youseeitfittoruntosome

fuckboy"

Me:Youmademejumpintothatpoolthatcold

dayanddidn'tevencaretocheckhowiwas

doing.Yoursexandmoneyisnotenough.



Infactallyoueverusemeforissex..especially

thesedays.Im notevengoodenoughtospend

timewithyou.

Ray:Ican'tbeseenwithyoubecauseofher.

Shecan'tfindoutaboutus.

Me:Im notsayingyouneedtobeseenwith

me.allIm sayingisyoushouldallowmetohave

alife.

Ray:Bydatingsomefuckboy?.Thereisnolife

inthat"

"Me:Howdoyouevenknowheisafuckboy?

Ray:itdoesn'tevenmatter.Youarenotgoingto



dateanyotherpersonifyouaredatingme"

Me:Butyoucandateotherpeople?Whatare

you?KingSolomon"

Ray:Ifyoustillwantustohavearelationship

thenyouaregoingtodumphim.Ifnotthefine.

Haveanicelife.

Hesaidthenhungup

Sothisguybasicallywantsmetosettlefora

sidechickposition.Ihonestlydon'thavea

problem withthat,howeverIwouldreallyliketo

feellovedandwantedinarelationship.Idon't

thinkhewasgoingtogivemethat.Aiden

wasn'tgoingtogivemethateither.Iwasjust

gladhewasmakingRayjealous.Raywasnot



thetypeofpersonwhowasemotionally

availablebutAidenwas.

"Wowtheprodigaldaughterhasreturned.We

thankyoulord"mybrothersaidsarcasticallyas

Igothome.Hewassittingwithmymom

watchingtv.

"Helloeveryone"Igreetedthenwalkedtomy

room.

"Eventhoughyoudidn'tgiveusmoney,weare

notstarving.Ifyouthoughtwewillstarveto

deaththenyouweremistaken"mom saidasI

walkedbacktothesittingroom.

"WethanktheLord"IsaidasIsatdown.



"OnaseriousnoteZenia.Howdoyoufeel

aboutthisstupiddecisionofnotgivingus

money?"

"Im notobligedtomama.Whyareyounot

askinghim oryourbeloveddaughterangel?Im

goingtohelpyouwhenIcan"

"Askmewhat.Im notworking.Youpeople

needtoleavemeoutofthis"

"Youareauselesspieceofahumanbeing

Alex"Isaidtomybrotherbuthedidn'treply

becausehisphonerangandheanswered.

Afterthephonecallhecamebackandhanded

mehisphone.



"Sendmesomeofyoursongs.Don'tsend

crappymusic.InfactyouknowthejointsIlisted

to"hescoffedthenwenttohisroom

Mom saidsomethingaboutgoingtobuyfruits

IwasbusysendingthesongsAlexwanted

whenhisphonerang.Itreflected'Boss'.What

caughtmyeyeswasthenumberthatIknewso

well.Probablybecausetheywereactuallyeasy.

ItwasRaymond'snumber.

BeforeIcouldevenprocesswhatwasgoingon.

Alexcameandgrabbedhisphonefrom hand

andanswereditashewalkedout.

"Thepackagehasbeensentboss"hespokeas

hewalkedout.

Alexwasadrugdealer.Doesthismean



Raymondwasadrugdealertooandhewas

sortofalex'sboss?

Shit!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter8

Asknoquestions,hearnolies!

________

"Thanksforpickingmeup"

IsaidasIgotinsideAiden'scar.ItwasSunday

morningandhevolunteeredtotakemebackto

res.



Ididn'taskAlexaboutknowingRaymond.I

knewhewouldstartinterrogatingmeabout

knowingRaytoo.Raymonddidn'tevenwant

peopletoknowaboutussoIguessitwas

bettertokeepquiet.

"What'seatingyou?"Aidenasked.

"Huh?"

"What'sbotheringyou?.Ihavebeentalkingto

youforquitesometimenowandyouseem to

befaraway"

"Ohim justthinkingaboutwhatmybrotherdid.

Nothingserious.



Aidendroppedmeatresandthenleft.Iwas

thankfulforthisguy.Hedidn'tminddoing

thingsforme.Healwaysdrovefrom Newtown

totheeastrandwithoutevencomplaining.

Sincegettingtheultimatum from Ray,henever

calledortextedandIkeptquiettoo.Ididn't

wanttoseem likeIwasdesperatetohavehim

inmylifealthoughthemoneyhegivesme

alwayscomesinhandy.

Wednesdayafternoon,ireceivedacallfrom

him.Iwasnotevenexpectinghim tocall.

Ray:heyyou.

Me:hellostranger?



Ray:howhaveyoubeen?

Me:IhavebeenokRay.

Ray:wellum Ihaveabusinesstripnextweek

Friday..soIwasaskingifit'spossiblethatyou

accompanyme.

Me:me?

Ray:yesIknowwehaven'tbeentalkingfor

quitesometimenowbutIreallydomissyou...a

lot.Thiswouldmeanalot,ifyoucomewithme.

Me:okcool.

Ray:thanksalot.Um soyougonnadothe



passport?

Me:yeahwilldotomorrowmorning.

Ray:thanks...foreverything.

Hehungup.

Wellthiswoulddefinitelybemyfirst

internationaltripandIwasexcited.Reeforced

metoopenanInstagram accountwhenIwent

toportElizabeth.SheinsistedthatIshould

makeitlooklikeIwasonavacationthere.

Aidendidn'tmindbeingmycameraman.plusi

hadthepicturesfrom durban.Myinstagram

wasalreadypopping!.TheBarcelonatripwas

goingtobethecherryontopformyinsta

account.



TheweddingwasokalthoughIdidn'tknowany

ofthosepeopletherebutAidenneverleftmy

side.Iwasnowlookingforwardtonextweek's

trip.Mylifewasnowinterestingallofasudden.

Ihadthingstolookforwardto.

Iwassoexcitedthattheweekfeltlikeawhole

year.ItwasTakingforever.Spainwasinmy

mindthewholeweek.

WewereleavingFriday.IworkedMondayto

FridaythatweekandFridayIwasknockingoff

at11am.IevenfinishedpackingonWednesday

Reewasactuallytheonewhoinsistedon

packingthingsforme.



Iwasjustabouttogotakeashowerwhenmy

phonerang.ItwasRay.

Ray:heybabe

Me:heyyou.Areyoureadyforthetrip.?

Ray:ohyeahaboutthat...um thetriphasbeen

cancelled.

Me:what?Why?

Ray:somethingimportantcameupandthe

clientsareactuallyflyingdownhere.

Me:butRay,Ispentthewholeweekpreparing

forthistrip.



Ray:it'sokbabes.Iwon'tcanceltheflightorthe

hotel.Justaskoneofyourfriendstogowith

you.AllIm sayingisIwon'tbetherebutIwant

youtogohavefun.

Me:areyouserious?

Ray:yeah...I'llsendyoumyPA'snumberand

youcansendheryourfriend'sdetailssoshe

canbookheraflight.

Me:okcool.

Ray:pleasecallherifthereisanything.You

mightnotbeabletoreachme.



Afterhangingup,IcalledRee.Shewouldbeso

excited.Reelivesforinternationaltrips.Butshe

didn'tpickup.ItriedagainbutshestillDidn't

pickup.

TherewasnowayIwastravelingtoSpainalone.

ThiswouldbemyfirstinternationaltripandI

wouldn'tevenknowwhattodowhenIgetthere.

Iwasstartingtogetnervousbutthenanidea

cametome.IcouldaskAidentogowithme.

It'sariskythingtodoespeciallyifRayfindsout

butitwasariskIwaswillingtotake.

Aidenwasgoingtomakethetripmuchbetter

thanRee.Idecidedtotexthim andgotstraight

tothepointwithwhatIwantedandhejust

repliedwithok,Hewillsendhisdetails.

6pm wewereattheairportreadytotakeoff.



"Whoissponsoringthistrip?"Aidenasked.

"Ithoughtyoudidn'tcareaboutthatsinceyou

neverreallyasked"

"WellIdon'tsaynotoadventuresanditrust

thatyouwillneversellmetohumantrafficking

syndicate.Besidesyousoundedsodesperate

inthatmessage.Doyouperhapshaveasugar

daddythatIdon'tknowabout?"

"NoIdon't.LikeIsaidonthatmessage,Iwas

goingtherewithafriendandshecancelledon

mebutstillsaidIcangowithsomeone"

"Wowyouhavecoolfriendshuh"hesaid

sarcastically.



"DoyouknowsomethingthatIdon't?"

Hechuckled"no...wellIm justexcitedtobe

goingtoBarcelona..andthatwewillalsogoto

Ibiza.Youarethebest"hehuggedme.

GoingtoSpainwithAidenwasdefinitelynota

badidea.HereallymadethetripthegreatestI

haveevertaken.Plushewasgoodwithpictures.

IhadallIneededinthistrip...exceptsex.

ThiswastheonlytimeIwishedRaywashere

though.TogivemethesexIknowIdeserve.

Afterthreeamazingnightsweweresadly

headingbackhome.



"Thatwasamazing...thanksforthetrip"hesaid

aswewaitedforourflight.

"Iknowyouaredyingtoknowwhosponsored

thetrip"

"Noquestionsaskednoliestold,right?.AllIm

excitedaboutisthisamazingtripwehad.

That'sall"heshrugged.

WhenIlandedIcalledRaytothankhim forthe

tripandallhesaidwas"anythingforyou

babes".

AslongasheneverfindoutIwentwithAiden.

Evenifhedoes,I'lljustlethim knowabout

Aidenbeinggayandallwillbewell,hopefully.

Ihadthemostproductiveweekafterthe



Barcelonatrip.Thetripreallyrejuvenatedme.

ToeventhinkIwasatravelhater.mmm Icould

getusedtothis.

IevenwenttoseeRayonWednesday.He

neversaidmuchabouttheBarcelonatrip.All

wedidwastheusual,whichissex.Henever

talkedaboutAidenorthatultimatum hegave

me.

ReecamewithaproposalbutIwassceptical

aboutit.Itreallysoundedlikeagoodidea

though.

"YouareagoodsalespersonZenia.Wecan

actuallymakethiswork."Shesaidasshetried

toconvincemetoagree.



AfriendofReabetswewhowasaslayqueenof

notehadabusinessofsellingweavesand

clothes.MoghelwasflourishinginAllaspects

oflife.SheevendroveaveryniceAudicarand

Reesaiditwasallfrom sellingstuff.Shehada

boutiqueandasalon.Reewaslikethebiggest

fanofthisgirl.Shealwaystalkedabouther

Instagram postseverysingleChanceshegot.

TheproposalwasthatthegirlwantedReeTo

gocollecttheBrazilianhairforherinBrazil.in

exchange,thegirlwillgiveReesomeofthe

weavestostartherownbusiness.Reewanted

metobeherbusinesspartnerinthiswhole

thing.Itsoundedlikeagreatideathough.I

wouldusetheextraMoneyforotherthings.I

wasactuallyplanningonbuyingacar.Sothis

wouldreallyhelpwiththedeposit.

IfIagree,thenwewouldbeleavingFriday

afternoon.



ThursdaynightAidencametopickmeupsowe

couldgowatchamovie.Afterthemoviewe

drovebacktomyplace.

"Areyougoinghomethisweekend?"Heasked.

"No.Why?"

"Afriendofmineishavingahousewarming

partysoifyouhavenothingtodothenwecan

go"

"Wellum...Im flyingtoBrazilthisFriday"

"What?.Youjustcamebackfrom Barcelona

lastweekend.Areyouacertifiedglobetrotter



now?"Hechuckled.

"IguessIam"

"Isitthesamefriendtakingyouthereoryou

havedifferentfriendstakingyoutothese

places?"Heaskedstaringatme.

"Im goingwithReeandsomeothergirls.Her

friendsellsBrazilianhairsoReewantsusto

startsellinghairtoo..IthinkIt'sagreatwayto

makeextramoney.Ourflightisleaving

tomorrowat2pm pluswewillhaveenough

daystotourRiodeJaneiro"

"Didyousay,youguysareleavingtomorrowat

2pm?"



"Correct"

"Whycan'tyourfriendbringbackthehairfor

you?.Yougiveherthemoneyandshebuysit

foryou.Besidesthereisn'tmuchtodoinBrazil.

Thatchriststatuegetssofullwithtourists

swarmingfrom alldirections.PlusRioisnot

reallyasafecity"

"Areyoutryingtotalkmeoutofthistrip?"

"Notreallybut....okdon'tgothere.Ifyoustill

valueyourlifeandyourfreedom.Pleasedon't

getintothatplane"

"WhatareyoutalkingaboutAiden?"



"Youtrustme,don'tyou?Don'tgotoBrazilZee.

Pleasedon't"

IhaveneverseenAidensoseriousandit

scaredme.

*******

Let'smeetonMonday!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter9

Likemostshortcuts,itwasanill-chosenroute

_________

Howdoesitfeelwhenatripgetcancelledfor



whateverreasonsafteryouinvestedsomuch

timeplanningonit.Itisquitedisheartening.

ThistripwasshortnoticebutIwasalready

seeingmyselfinBrazil.

"Perhapsifyougivemeaclearreasonwhyyou

aresayingIshouldn'tgothenIwon't"

Helaughed.

"Isthatfunny?"Iasked.

"WellIthinkIgaveyouenoughreasonsnotto

getintothatplane."

"Ijustwantyoutoexplainwhyyousayingall

thesethings.WhatdoyouknowthatIdon't?"



"Iknowthatyoushouldn'tgotoBrazil."Hesaid

busytypingonhisphone.

"Youarenothelping...wellwhatifItellyouthat

Im goingtoBrazilwhetheryoulikeitornot"

"WhatifItellyouthatit'snotgoingtohappen.I

won'tallowyou...whatyoushouldbeworried

aboutrightnowissavingyourfriendfrom this

stupiddecisionsheisabouttomake.Ifyou

lovethatgirlthenyouneedtolistentome"he

saidstillfocusingonhisphone.

"Shewon'tlistentowhatI'llsay.Reeis

Stubborn"

"OhwellthenIhaveaplan,helpmeexecutethe



planandyouwillthankmelater"

"Fine"

"Wellsinceyoudesperatelywanttotravel.Why

areyounotaskingyoursugardaddymoney.He

issupposedtobespendingonyouright?"He

putthephoneonhispocketandfocusedonme.

ThiswasonetopicIdidn'twantustodiscuss.

"Nobodysaidheissupposedtospendonme"

"Lookthatguy.....whoeverheis,isusingyou

foryourbody.perhapshelovesyou.Wedon't

knowforsurebutwhatIknowisyoushouldbe

takinganadvantagesincehehasallthemoney.

whynotusehim forfinancialgain?"



WellIwasnotusedtoaskanyoneformoney.

AsamatteroffactIwasusedtopeopleasking

moneyfrom me.

"Oneday.Hemightwakeupandtellyouthat

hehadfoundsomeoneyoungerorwhatever

andhedoesn'twantyounomore.Youwillfeel

bitterifthateverhappens.Butnotsobitterif

youmakehim spendhismoneyonyou.Heis

richenough,isn'the?"

"WellIsupposeso"

"Thenstopdoingthingsyoudon'teven

understandbecauseyourfriendsaysit'sagood

ideaandjusttellyourloveraboutallthetrips

youwouldwanttotake"



"Likecapetown?"

"NolikeDubaiorMilano.Whichevercountry

youprefer"

"Hewouldneverallowsuchtohappen"

"Ifthisguytrulylikeyouthenhewon'tmind

spendinghiscashonyou.Ifheisreallyrich

thenaDubaitripwon'tbeaheadachetohim.

Howoftendoeshetravel?"

'"quiteoften"

Thentellhim aFriendofyoursishavingaparty

atDubaibutyoudon'thavemoneyforflightsor

accomodationandlet'sseewhatheisgoingto



say"

"Im notsayingthat"

"Youwannaslay,don'tyou?.Justtry"

Itypedwhateverhewastellingmeandwithina

minuteRayrepliedwith'okcool...callmyPAto

setitallup.Im outofthecountryforsomedays.

Outofthecountry?Heneverreallytoldme

anythingaboutgoingoutofthecountry.Did

thisguyevencaredabouthowIfeelaboutthe

thingshedoes.

"Seeitwasn'thard.Nowyouneedtodothis

moreoften..liketwiceamonth.Youshouldbe



exploringdifferentcountriessinceheisbusy

exploringyourbody."

"Aslongasyouwillbetherewithme"

"Wellhemightnotlikeitwhenhefindsouthe

wasalsopayingformeinallthesetrips"

"Itdoesn'tmatter.Ijustwantyoutobethere"

****

TheplanAidenhadwastohireacarand

pretendtobeherdesignateddriver.Hewas

goingtopickherup,takethewrongroutetothe

airportandmakehermisstheflight.Shewasn't

goingtolistentomeaboutBrazilsoIguess



thiswouldwork.

Theplanworkedoutperfectlyfineandshedid

misstheflight.IthenhadtoexplainwhyIdid

allthatbutitseemedlikeIopenedacanof

worms.PerhapsIshouldhavewaitedabit.

"Whatdoyoumeanyoumadememissthat

flightdeliberately?Doyouknowhowmuchwe

havelostbecauseofyourselfishactionsand

thatstupidfriendofyours.Whywouldyoueven

listentohim.WhatdoesAidenknows.3tattoos

inhisbodyandhethinksheissomesortofa

gangsterwhoknowswhat'shappeninginBrazil.

Ineverevenlikedthatguywithhisweirdeyes"

ReesaidafterIexplainedeverythingtoher.

AllIkeptondoingwastoapologize,hopingthat

notgoingtoBrazilwasworthit.



"DoyouevenknowhowlonghasitbeensinceI

havetraveledtoanothercountry?"Sheasked

Ithoughtitwaslastmonth.Shetoldmeshe

wasgoingtoZanzibarnotsolongago.She

checkedinattheairpotandsheposted

picturestoo.

Wellthingsgotworsewhenthegirlwhomadeit

toBrazilstartedpostingpicturesofherhavinga

greattime..ShewouldremindmeaboutwhatI

havedonetoher.Everylittlethingwasallabout

mesabotagingherchanceofhavingagreat

trip"

ThegirlspentthreedaysthereandReewould

notmissachancetoshowmethepicturesher



friendwhoIjustrecentlyfindoutwasher

cousinwasposting.Iwasevengettingtiredof

apologizing.Aidenwasnotevenhelpingwith

thesituation.ThelasttimeIsawhim wason

Saturdayashehaddeadlinestomeetor

somethinglikethat.

Tuesdayafternoonafterwork,Igotacallfrom

Aidentellingmehewasbackandhewantedto

seeme.Iwenttohisplace.

"Imissedyousobad"hesaidplacingmeonhis

thighs.

Myfocuswasshiftedbywhatwashappening

onTV.Apparentlyadrugmulehasbeen

arrestedinRioattheairport.Itwasdefinitely

thegirlReehasbeenshowingmethelastfew

days.



"Thatwouldhavebeenme,gettingarrested."

"Whatdoyoumeanitwouldhavebeenyou

gettingarrested?"Rayaskedputtingme

besideshim onthecouch.

"Wellafriendtoldmeaboutthislucrative

businessidea.AllIhadtodowastogoto

Brazil...tocutthestoryshort.Iwassupposedto

bewiththatgirlandanotherfriendofmine"

"Andwhydidn'tIknowaboutthis.Soyouwere

justgoingtoflytobrazilwithouttellingme?"

Hisdemeanorchanged.Helookedangry.

"Icalledyou.Itextedyouandyounevercame

backtome"



"Shit!Ialmostlostyouoversomestupid

trip.Wellhowaboutwelaysomeruleshere.You

arenotgonnagotoanytripunlessIpaidforit"

"What?...but..."

"Thereisnobuthere...justtellmewherethe

fuckyouwanttogoandI'llmakeithappen.As

longasitisnotcontradictingwithyourschool

workthenconsideritdone.

HisphoneRangandheansweredashewalked

outoftheroom wewerein.

Itiptoedtoeavesdropontheconversation.



"Yes....ofcourseIwatchedthenews...Idon't

rememberapprovingthatstupididea.Ineedan

urgentmeetingwithyouguysfirstthing

tomorrowmorning...what?...howmuch?...I

agreethatyaallmadealotofmoney....wellim

notdisputingthatweneedthemoneybutwe

couldhavehadabetterapproachthanthis...I

don'tknowthegirlbutshehasafamily....who

saidIm becomingsoft....Istillneedthat

meeting.Callmybrothertoo.....doyoustillhave

thatpackageIwantedyoutogivetoKelly?...

pleasebringittomyplace...now....Idon'tpay

youtoaskquestions."Hespokeonthephone.I

couldn'theartheotherperson.

IwentbacktowhereIwassittingafterhearing

thathewasdoneonthephone.

"Sorryaboutthat"hesaidashecameback.He



satnexttome.

Sothiswholethingwasasetupfrom theget

go.Whoeverwasbehinditjustwantedusto

believethehairstorywhileinfactweweregoing

tobedrugmules..Theytypeofdrugmulesthat

getssoldouttothecopswhileinfactabigger

dealishappeningsomewhere.Theworstpartis

themanthatIm fallingforisthemasterofitall.

Imayhavehavesurvivedtheordealbutthe

poorgirldidn't.HowdidAidenevenknowabout

allthesethings.Wasitpossiblethathewas

workingforRay?

"wellIm gladyouaresafeandsound.Youmust

betraumatizedtoosoIm goingtomakethat

Dubaitripsoonerthanyouwillexpect.Im going

toflyyouandyourfriendfirstclass.Gohave

thetimeofyourlifeandforgetaboutthis."He



smiledthenkissedmeontheforehead.

Therewasaknockandhewenttothedoor.I

heradvoicesandthenheclosedthedoorand

camebacktowhereIwas.

"Thisamazingpresentisforyoubabe.Ihope

youloveit.Ifthesizedoesn'tfit,justletme

know.Ididn'twanttoaskbecauseIdidn'twant

toruinthesurprise"hesmiled.

Ohsothisguywasseriouslygivingme

somethingthatwasinitiallyintendedforhis

girlfriend?

Im notjustdatingacriminal.Im datingaliartoo.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter10

Ray'sPOV

Timehealsallwounds

_________

ImetZeniaasaverysimplegirl.Shewasnot

someonethatIwouldhavenevertookhomeifI

metherinaclub.

Shewaswearingajean,tshirtandthehairstyle

wasscreamingtobetakenoff.Weirdly,thefirst

thingIcheckonagirlisherappearance.

Im attractedtogirlsthattaketimeperfecting

theirappearance.Yaallcallthem slayqueens



butallthesegirlsdoisbathandtakecareof

themselves.Youshouldtryittoo.

WhyIstoppedforheronthatfatefuldaystill

bafflesme.Shecouldn'tevenbelieveIstopped

forher.Howeveritturnedouttobeoneofthe

greatestdecisionsIhavemadeinawhile.

ForonceinmylifeIwasdatingagirlwho

wouldn'tbediscussingmoneyforhernails,or

hairorhandbagsoranInstagram post.

Zeniawoulddiscusscurrentaffairsorsocceror

tellmeherworkstories.inevertriedtochange

herexceptwhenwehadsex.Shewaseven

scaredofgettingontoptillIhadtoteachher.

Appearancewise,iletherbeherself.However

thatmeantIcan'ttakehertopartiesor



functionswithme.

Howeveritallchangedoutofnowhere.Iwas

surprisedthisotherdaywhenshewas

suggestedonmyInstagram.WhenIchecked

herout,shewasnottheZeniaIknew.Sheeven

wenttotheoysterboxandtothisdayIhave

questionsastowhotookherthere.

Despiteallthesesuddenchanges,Inever

thoughtshewouldonedaybeconvincedbyher

friendstogodothedrugmulething.Perhaps

theyliedtoherbutstill,Zeniaalwaysaskedwhy.

SoyoucanimaginetheshockIhadwhenshe

toldmeshealmostwentthere.

ThisBraziliandealwassomethingwehave

beendiscussinginawhilebuteverything



stoppedwhenmydaddied.Iusuallyhandled

thepeopleIsenttodothisjob.Usuallypeople

whodoublecrossedme.Wesendthesepeople,

givethem drugs,tipofftheauthoritieswhile

infactahugeamountofdrugsisbeing

smuggledinontheside.Inotherwordsweare

sacrificingsomeoneandbythetimetheyfind

outtheyhavebeenplayed,it'stoolate.

HoweverKellydecidedtodothisonherown.

Sheistryingsodamnhardtoshowthatsheis

capableofdoingthejobIdo.Shethinkssheis

BonnieandIm Clyde.

Sheneedstothankherluckystarsbecause

Zeniadidn'tgetintothatflightorelsewewould

besingingadifferenttune.

Myphonestartedringing.Talkaboutthedevil,it

washer.Ianswered.



Kelly:heybabe.

Ray:whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouweregoing

aheadwiththeBrazildeal?

Kelly:therewasnoneedtostressyouwiththis.

Youwerestillbusymourningyourfather's

deathplusyourheadhasbeenalloverthe

place...weneededthemoneyandsomebody

hadtocomeupwithabetteridea.SoIdid.

Ray:Iunderstandallthatbutitwassosudden

thatIhadtoactuallyseeitonthenews.What

aboutthepoorgirl?

Kelly:poorgirl?WhathappenedtoyouRay?.

Sincewhendoyouevencareaboutother



people.Brazilislenientwiththisthings.Shewill

get5yearsimprisonmentandmightevenget

outbeforethen.RightnowyoushouldbegladI

savedyourcompany.ItoldyouIgotthis.

Ray:wellIam thankful..allIm sayingisyou

needtogivemetheheadsupnexttime.

Kelly:great.Ishalldoso.

Ray:Remembertheshoesyouwantedmeto

buyforyou?

Kelly:yes,yousentthepicturesayingyou

boughtthem

Ray:wellIdon'tknowwhetherIforgotthem in



thehotelroom orattheairportorwhatbutthey

werenotinmyluggagewhenIgothere.

Kelly:what?ButRaydoyouhavemyideahow

badlyIwantedthoseshoes.Ievenpostedthem

onInstagram talkingabouthowIcan'twaitto

rockthem.Nowwhatam Isupposedtodo?Tell

them youlostthem?Whoisgoingtobelieve

that?

Ray:yourproblem isyoucaretoodamnmuch

aboutwhatpeoplethink.

Kelly:welldidyoucallthehoteltocheck..how

abouttheairline?.Maybetheystoleit...youneed

todosomethingaboutthis.

Ray:ahit'sjustshoes.Thereisanimportant



phonecallcominginrightnow.Ihavetogo

Kelly:butIm stilltalking...can'titwait?Thisis..

Ihungup.Zeniawascallingme.Ianswered

Ray:heybabe

Zenia:hey

Ray:areyouok?

Zenia:um notreallyhey...canIseeyou?

Ray:now?



Zenia:yeahnowplease!

Ray:wellIm goingtocomepickyouupthen

Zenia:thereisnoneed.illtakeanUber

Ray:babeIcandrivetherenow

Zenia:dont.!

Shehungup.

IwaitedforhertoArrive.Shesoundedupset.

WasittheBrazilianthing.Idon'tthinkshe

foundoutIhadsomethingtodowiththat.

"Youdon'tlookok...areyoucomingdownwith



fluorsomething"Iaskedassheenteredthe

livingroom.

"Nowellum...Ihavebeenthinkingaboutwhat

hadalmosthappenedtomeanditjustshowed

methattomorrowisnotpromisedtoussoI

justwanttostartmylifeinacleanslate.Which

alsomeanslettinggooftoxicrelationships"

shespokesittingdown.

"Whatdoesthatmean?Areyouleavingme?"I

satnexttoherandtookherhandsintomine.

Shetriedtotakethem offbutIheldherrighter.

"Yes..I'dlikeyoutoletmego.Ihaveactually

weighedthegoodandthebadofbeingina

relationshipwithyoubutthebadreally

outweighsthegood.Solet'scallitquitsplease"

shewassayingalltheseavoidingeyecontact.



"Whywouldyouwanttodothat.Zeniayoucant,

please.Ineedyou"

"Youneedme?Youactuallyneedmetofulfill

allthesestupidsexualfantasiesthatyouhave

andafterthatitislikeIdon'texistandthenthe

cyclecontinues.Youdon'teventellmeabout

yourplansorwhateveryoumightbedoing.Iget

thatIm thethirdwheelbutIwouldreallyliketo

beletgo"

"Maybethisisallahugemisunderstanding.

Let'sfixthis.Let'sfixusplease"

"Thereisnous,Ray.It'sallaboutyou.Ithas

alwaysbeenaboutyouandIm fedup.Ijust

wantmyoldboringlifeback.Idon'tevencare



aboutDubaiorwherever."

"IgetthatyouareupsetandIm goingtowork

sohardtobethemanyouwant.Youwillnever

feellikeathirdwheel.Pleasethinkaboutthis

carefully.justsleepoverthenwewilltalk

tomorrow.Wewontsharerooms.Please"

"Okfine"

Iwasgladthatatleastshewasgoingtothink

aboutthis.Hopefullyshewon'tdumpme.I

knowIhavebeenashittyboyfriendbutitwas

goingtostop.

ThenextmorningIwaswokenupbyadoorbell.

ItwasmyolderbrotherRafael.



"WhyareyouprobingtheBrazildeal?Since

whendoyouprobesuchthings.Don'tforget

youaretheonewhostartedwiththistypeof

deals"hesaidashegotin.

"GoodmorningtoyoutooRafael.Andforyour

information.Im notprobingit...Im justnotok

withKellyauthorisingdealslikesheismyother

half"

"Thepoorgirlisjusttryingtoprovethatsheis

worthyofwhateveryouthinksheisnot...you

needtogiveittoher.Shepulleditoff"he

pouredwhiskeyandhandedmeaglass.

Itookitanddrankitallatonce.Iwasstill

stressedaboutwhatZeniasaid.



"Idon'tcarewhethershepulleditoffornot.I

don'twantherdealingwithanythingofthis

magnitudeeveragain.Sheshouldstickwith

Eldoradopark."Isaidgivingbacktheglassto

mybrothersohecouldrefillit

"Okfinebuttellmewhatmadeyoumadwith

thiswholebrazilthing.wereyoudatingthegirl

whogotarrested?.Knowingyou,Iwouldn'tput

thatpastyou"hehandedmetheglass.

"Mygirlfriendnearlygotinvolvedwiththatdeal"

Isaidtakingasipofthewhiskey.

"Girlfriendhuh?DoIknowher?"heaskedwitha

smug.

"Noyoudon't...butI'dlikeyoutomeether.



Pleasedon'ttellKellyaboutthis.Youknowhow

crazythatcolouredgirlcanget.....Iwouldalso

likeyounottotellherthatiliedaboutthe

companygoingbankrupt.Moreimportantly

don'ttellheraboutthemoneydadleftforus.

Please"

"Ok...youmakingitlooklikeIhavetoldyour

secretsbefore.Enoughaboutyourcrazy

girlfriend.Let'smeetthenewone."Hesaid

grinninglikeamaddog.

"Waithere.Im goingtotalktoherfirst"

"Iprayyoufinallyfoundagoodgirl"heshouted

afterme.

IguessitwastimeIstophidingher!



Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter11

Zenia'sPOV

IwasgladthatRaywaswillingtomakethis

relationshipwork.Itwasbetterthannothing.

"Heyareyouawake...canIcomein"hesaidas

hestoodbythedoor.

"yeahyoucancomein"

"Howdidyousleep?"Hesatonthebed



"IsleptwellRay.Howaboutyou?"

"Notsogood.Ikeptthinkingaboutwhatyou

saidlastnight.IreallyadmitthatIhavebeena

shittyboyfriend.Ithoughtmoneywouldbe

enoughtomakeupforallmyabsencebutIwas

wrong."

"It'sokRay"

"It'snotok.Im willingtodoeverythinginmy

powertoensurethatyouarehappyinthis

relationshipandnotjustfinancially.Whichis

whyIhavepreparedaromanticpicnicforus

today.Ijustwantustospendsomequalitytime

together.Iwanttohearallaboutyour

upbringing.Butbeforewedoallthat....thereis

someoneIwantyoutomeet"



"What?Who?"

"Don'tbealarmed.Heisgoingtoloveyou.I

swear"

"Whoishe?"

"Mybrother."

Myheartstartedbeatingfasterwhenhe

mentionedhisbrother.

"Um wellIdon'tthinkIm readyyettomeetyour

familymembers.It'squiteearly,don'tyou

think?"



IknewRayhadonlyonebrothersoitmeantit

wastheguyImetthatdayatthehotel.I

couldn'tmeetthatguy.

"Thereisnosuchthingasbeingtooearly.Ijust

wantyoutomeetthoseclosetomesoyou

don'treallythinkallIm doingisusingyou.Im

notusingyou"

"andIm greatfulforthat..can'tIjustmeethim

anotherday.ImeanIjustwokeup.Ilook

terrible"

"IfIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldhavesaidyouare

avoidingmeetinghim.Butit'sok.I'lltellhim you

arestillsleeping"hekissedontheforeheadand

thenleft.



Iletoutasighofreliefwhenheleft.Thetruth

wasIwasthreadingonthinice.Ididn'tknow

whatRaywoulddoifhewastofindoutthe

truth.PerhapsitwasbetterifItellhim before

it'stoolate.

Thebrotherleft.ItookashowerandRaydrove

mebacktoressoIcouldgetanoutfitforthe

picnicthathecouldn'tstoptalkingabout.I

neverreallyexpectedsuchfrom him butIwas

gladhewasdoinghispartinthisrelationship

besidesgivingoutmoney.

Wehadagreatdaytosaytheleastandthis

wasthefirsttimeIcanreallysayhelethis

guarddown.

ItwasamazingIhavetosay.From thenI

startedreceivingrandom giftsfrom him.He



wouldsendflowerswhileIwasatwork,Some

daysitwouldbechocolateandwineor

Braceletsorwhatever.Itwassocute.

"Ineverreallythankedyouforsavingmylife

theotherday."Reesaidmunchingonthelindt

chocolatesthatRaysentoutoftheblue.

"Noproblem"

Reesaidshewasmovingoutbuttothisday

shewasstillaroundresmostofthetime,ifnot

allthetime.Ineveraskedaboutwhatreally

happened.

"What'sgoingtohappenwhenHestopsdoing

allthesethings...flowersalmosteveryday?Girl

youshouldbeaimingfortripseveryweekend"



shesaid.

"MaybeIdon'twantthetripseveryweekend

Ree.Can'tyoujustbehappythatheisactually

doingthingsthatmakesmehappy?"

"Im happyforyoumyfriendbutIm just

concernedthatyouwillgethurtintheend.This

guyhasagirlfriend.Wedon'tevenknowwho

shereallyisbutitcouldturnoutdeadly,you

know"

"YoudatemarriedmenforalivingRee.Notone

butmorethanthatallatonce.Youhavenever

heardmetellyouit'sgoingtoturndeadly.Ilet

youleaveyourlifeinpeace"

"HaufriendIwasjustsaying"



"Perhapsyouneedtotellmewhatyour

problem is.EversincetheBraziltripyouhave

beenactingreallyweird.Sotellmewhat's

happening?"

"NothingZenia.Loosenup"

IletitgobuttruthwasReewaschangingfrom

thebubblylovelyfriendIusedtoknow.Perhaps

shehasnotalwaysbeenlovelybutIneverreally

tooknoteofit.Comingtothinkofit,she

enjoyedbeingmyfriendbecausewheneverwe

wentoutshewouldgetalltheattention.Iused

todressshabbyandshewouldbesostylish

andchichencealltheguysnoticedherand

talkedtoher.Iwasokwithbeinginvisiblereally.



ButshestartedactingweirdwhenIchanged

howIdressandallthat.Shewouldcriticize

almosteverythingIwearordo.Ithoughtshe

wasjustbeingherself.Imeansheisthetypeof

personwhospendsomuchtimecriticizing

everythingratherthancompliment.Itiswasshe

doeseverytimeshelogsinonInstagram.She

criticizespeople'sweight,dresses,relationships

whatevershecanfindinthatdamnapp.Except

fewgirlsshereallyadmireorisobsessedwith

especiallytheonewhoalmostsentustoBrazil.

Comingtothinkofitshewasprobablyworking

withthatladytosendmetoBrazil.

Sometimesyouwouldthinkyouhaveafriend

butallyouhaveissomeonewhoisplottingyour

downfall.It'sacrazyworldwelivein.It'sadog

eatdogworld.WhatIwasgoingtodofrom now

onwasnottotellhereAnythingthatwas

happeninginmylife.Thatincludeswhatever



Raywasdoingformeorspendingtimewith

Aiden.ShehatedAiden.Shewouldcriticizehim

ineverythinghedoes.

Sheleftmyroom talkingaboutseeingsomeone

orwhateverIdecidedtocallAiden.

Zee:heyAiden

Aiden:Iwasstartingtothinkwewerefighting.

Zee:(Ilaughed)Icalledyoulastnight.

Aiden:youdidn'tcallmethismorning.Anyways

howareyouprettyface.

Zee:Im great...wellIm startingtothinkthatRee



probablyknewmorethanwhatsheislettingon

regardingthatBrazilthing.Everybodyaround

meisschemingandIm justinthedark.

Includingyou.

Aiden:wellwetalkedaboutthis.Afriendof

minetoldmeaboutthisdealandIm gladhedid

becauseIsavedyou.AsforyourfriendRee,it's

possiblethatshewasgoingtosellyouout

whenyougetthere.That'showtheydoitmost

ofthetime.

Zee:Istillcan'tbelievethis.

Aiden:(helaughed)youcan'tbelieveit?Wow

seeyouarenotthatnaiveareyou.Itoldyou

from dayonethatyoucan'ttrustthatgirlbut

youweresoblindedby"bestymoments".Ree

willdoeverythingformoneyandtripsand



clothesandwhatever.Sowhatmakesyouthink

shewon'tsellyouforcoupleofthousands?

Zee:itendtohavealittlefaithinpeoplethatare

closetome.Ihadfaithinher.

Aiden:wellwearejustspeculatingthatshe

mighthavesomethingtodowiththis.Weare

notsure.Maybeshedidn'tknow.Youneedto

becarefulwithher,that'sall.

Zee:everybodyinmylifeiseithertwotiming

meordownrightlyingaboutsomething

Aiden:wellouch.Doesthatincludeme

Zee:yesevenyou...pleasedocheckifshehad



somethingtodowithit.Iprayshedoesn'tor

elseIwon'thaveanyoneIcantalktoabout

something.

Aiden:youtalklikeIdon'texist.ouchIm hurt..

Zee:let'sforgetaboutyouforamoment.Im

kindahurtthatapersonIthoughtwasmyfriend

alltheseyearsisactuallyplanningmydemise.

Aiden:Igetyou.Itmustbepainfulifyoureally

trustedherthatmuchbutIheardshewasat

thisotherArabpartyandIm tellingyouifshe

wasreallythere,thenyourfriendisdangerous.

Zee:whatArabparty?



Aiden:oopsIdidn'tsayanything.LookIm going

tofindeverylittledetailyouwantaboutyour

dearfriend.Whenshewasborn,whereshewas

bornandhowshewasborn.Im theFBIof

mzansi.

Zee:ThanksAiden.

Iwantedtotellhim aboutthedrugthatshe

oncegavemebutthenIwouldenduptelling

him thatitkilledMrRandimaandnowI'llbe

lettingoutthesecret.NextthingIknowRay

hearsaboutit.Icouldn'ttrustanyoneanymore.

Everybodyseemstoknowwhatishappening

andIfeellikeim theonlyoneinthedark.There

weresomanysecretsaroundmeandIcould

feelit.ReewasdefinitelynotwhoIthoughtshe

was.Aidenontheotherhandisnotreallytelling

mewhohereallyis.Rayisacriminalwhois



probablythemostheartlesspersonyoucan

everfind.Rafaelontheotherhandiskeepinga

secretfrom hisbrotherthatmightruinthislittle

relationshipIhavewithRay.Mysisterangel

hasturnedintosomeoneIdon'tknowanymore.

Mybrotherisdiningwiththiscriminals.My

motherisbusynotbeingamother.

IswearIneedaseriousvacation.

Iploppedonmybed.Myphonestartedringing.

PerhapsitwasAiden.Didhefindsomethingso

fast?

Iansweredwithoutevenchecking.

Mom:Zeniapleasecomebackhomenow



Zee:hellotoyoutoomom.WhyshouldIcome

back?

Mom:yoursisterismissing.

Zee:angel?Missingfrom where.Shedoesn't

evencomebackhome.

Mom:herroommatecalledmeandsaidshe

hasn'tcomebacktotheirplaceinaweeknow.

Zee:sheprobablyfoundanewplace

Mom:thisisnotajoke,ok.Weneedtogotothe

policestationandreporthermissing.

Zee:JesusChristofNazareth!Can'twedothat



tomorrow,please.It'slatemom.

Mom:mydaughterismissingandyoutelling

meaboutTomorrow?

Zee:fineIm coming.

Itwasjustamatteroftimetillsomethinglike

thishappens.AngelwasmorelikeRee,she

woulddoanythingformoney.Absolutely

anything.

Ihopeshewassafeandsoundwherevershe

wasbecauseGodknowsIhavealotgoingon

rightnow!

******

Sorryforpostinglate..Iwokeupabitlatetoday



Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter12

Zenia'sPOV

Dubai:ThecapitalcityofslayQueens

_______

Somepeoplehavenoconscience,howdoyou

justdisappearwithoutworryingaboutwhat

yourlovedoneswillthink.Angelhassomehow

becomethemasterofdoingsuchthings.She

alwaysmoveplaceswithoutlettingusknow,

shegoeswherevershewantswithouttellingus.

Idon'tevenrememberthelasttimeshecame

backhome.Yethermotherwasalwayshopeful

thatshewillreturnandstaythereforgood.



NowIm beingdraggedtolookforherwhileshe

isprobablychillingsomewheredrinking

margarita.

WhenIgothome,mymom draggedmetogo

openthecaseafterthatItookanUberand

wentback.otherwiseIwasgoingtohearabout

Angelthewholenight.

Ispentthewholeweekcalling,inboxing

everyonewhomighthaveknownherbut

nobodyknewwhereshewas.Maybeshegot

tangledwiththisdrugthingsandgotarrestedin

oneofthecountieswithoutusknowing.

Ohshewasgivingmeahugeheadache.

"youneedthatvacationbabe.Youhavebeen



worryingaboutyoursisterthewholeweek.I

toldyouI'lldoanythinginmypowertofindher

foryou,ok"Raysaidaswesatdownwatching

thenews,hopingsomethingwillcomeup.

"Willyoucomewithme?"Iasked

"UnfortunatelythesetwoweeksIhavealotto

do.Gowithyourfriend.Chooseanycountryyou

wantandIllpay"

IwasgoingtosaynobutIreallyneeded

somethingtohelpmeforgetaboutangeland

hershenaniganssowithAiden'shelpIchose

thecapitalcityofslayqueen,Dubai.

WiththehelpofAiden,Ibookedeverything.we

leftThursdaynight.HewastheonlypersonI



couldtaketomytripsatthisstage.Iknowit

wouldbackfirebutIwasn'tgoingtoTakeRee

withmetillim sureofherintentions.

InthemorningweateourbreakfastandAiden

decidedwetakeastroll.Ijustworesomething

comfortableanddidn'tevendomymakeup.I

wasn'tgoingtomeetanyoneimportant

anyways.

Usuallywhenyoudressimpeccably,younever

meetanyoneyouknowbutwhenyoudresslike

ahomelesspersonyoumeetyourex,yourfoes,

yourclassteacherswhosaidyouwillnever

amounttoanything.ButIwasinDubai,mostof

thosepeoplecouldn'tevenmakeithere.

"OhMarymotherofJesushelpme....

Mohammed,allah,Buddhasomebodydo



something"Isaidfrantically.

"Okyouarebeingcrazyrightnow.Helpyou

from what?"Aidenasked.

"Can'tyouseethatgirlwearingtheEmirates

uniform wavingatuslikeamadwoman?"

"Ohtheprettyone.Iseeher.Whydoyouneed

helpthen.Ohsheisrunningtous.Isn'tshe

goingtofall?"

"OhJesusChrist.Ineedtohide.Canthisearth

openandswallowmeallatonce...ohwellHere

goesnothing"

"Ican'tbelievethis...Zeniait'syou.It'sreally



you"Madisonsaidasshegottowherewewere.

"Yesinflesh"Ismiled

"Wowyouareindubaiandyounevertoldme.

Howdidyougethere?"

HowdidIgethere?Isthisgirlseriousrightnow.

"Weflewobviously...firstclass"Aidensaidwith

asmirk.

"Ohright.Soum howlongareyouguyshere

for?...SorryaboutwhatThabisodid.Icouldn't

believeitwhenIsawitonsocialmedia...toeven

thinkyouguyswerethemostamazingcouple

backinhighschool.Everybodythoughtyou



wouldgetmarried.Him beingthecaptainofthe

soccerteam andyoubeingthequeenof

everything.Doyourememberthattimeyougot

voted"mostlikelytogetmarried"itwasso

cute"

"YeahhowcanIforgetMadison?"

"Itsreallyunfortunate...sowhatdoyoudo.We

haven'ttalkedinawhile.Areyouanactuarial

scientistnow?"

Thisgirlwasmockingme.ThisiswhyIcalled

forJesustohelpmebecauseIknewthiswould

happen.Whydidheforsakeme.

"OhwellIam..."



"Anurse...Iheard.Ohthat'ssounfortunate.

WhowouldhavethoughtthegeniusZenia

woulddosuchajob.Bedpansandnappies.

Yuck.Doyourememberyouwereoncevoted

themostlikelytobesuccessfulingrade12"

"IrememberMadison.Verywell"

"Ohsweetheart.It'ssounfortunatehowyour

lifeturnedout.FirstitwasThabisothenit'syour

dream job.Itreallysuckstobeyou.OhdidItell

youthatIhaveactuallygonetomorecountries

thanIcancount.Thisjobisawesome.Not

forgettingthepay...ohandthebenefits.You

shouldfollowmeonInstagram."

"Ohum nice"



"Veryniceindeed..wewouldhavelovedtostay

andchatmadiabutwegottago"Aidensaid

fakingasmile.

"It'sMadison..notmadia"

"OhyeahMaddy..weactuallyhavealottodo

hereinDubai.YouseethePorschethatI

actuallywanttobuyformylovelybeautiful

girlfriendZenia,isnotinSouthAfricasowe

cameheretogetit."

"Oh"

"Yeahwejustlandedsowegoingtofreshenup,

havesomelovelybreakfastandthengo

shopping..IhavebeentellingZeniathatshe

mightnotfindeverythingshewantsheresowe



willhavetoflytoParisandthenMilanformore

shopping.Havefunbeingtheairhostessup

there.Perhapsyouwillbeinourflightwhenwe

gotoParis...IalwaysflyEmirates.Youguys

havethebestfirstclasssuitesintheworld.

Toodles!"

Hesaidthatandthenputhishandonmywaist

aswewalkedaway.WeleftMadisonstanding

therelikeshehasseenaghost.

"Whatwasthat?OhmyGodAiden.Youareso

dramatic"Isaidlaughing.

"Dramatic?That'sthemostdramaticpersonI

haveeverseeninawhile.NowIunderstand

whyyoucalledformohammed,Jesusand

buddahtohelpyou.Sheistoomuch.Shewas

goingfullforceinmakingyoufeellikeyouarea



failureinlife.Thatwasjustnotnecessary"

"Thanksforthat.Thatwascrazybutamazing."

Isaidhugginghim.

"ItsfunwhenyoupretendtoberichonceIna

while.IgetthingsdonewhenIwearmybest

suits.youshouldtryitsometimes"

"nowaysAiden.Im notgoingtodothat"

"Comeon.Allyouneedtodoiswearyourbest

clothes,gotoanexpensivepartyandyouwill

seepeopletreatingyoulikeyouarethe

president.Peoplejustlookatyouandthen

judgeyou.It'sasadworldwelivein.Sowhois

thatgirl?"



"Mybestfriendfrom highschool"

"Bestfriend?Youreallyknowhowtochoose

them huh"

MadisonandIhaveknowneachothersincewe

wereinourmother'swombs.Yeahourmother's

werefriendshencewebecamefriends.We

werebornamonthapartandwehavenever

beeninseparablesincethen.

IremembertellingyouguysthatIneverreally

grewupinaimpoverishedbackground,right?I

forgottotellyouthatiusedtobethe'it'girl

backinhighSchool.MadisonandIusedtobe

thosetwogirlsthateveryoneknew.Fashion

wasourmiddlenames.



IkindaLostmymojowhenIlostmydad.After

matricMadisongotacceptedatEmiratesairline

andshehasbeenworkingasacabincrew

sincethen.Firstyearweusedtotalk.She

promisedthatIwouldcomevisitherasthey

wereallowedtobringfemalefriendsorfamily

foraholidayoverthereorwhateverbutitnever

happened.Shestartedcomingupwithexcuses

andthenstoppedtalkingtomeforgood.

Withthepassingofeachdaymylifewasjust

takingaturnfortheworst.Im thankfulforwhat

Ihavenowthough.Ireallyam.

Wewereonourwaybacktothehotelstill

laughingatwhatAidendid.

"Thatgirllookslikeyou"hesaidpointingat

somegirlwhowaswalkingtowardsuswitha



guyfatenoughtoqualifyforsumowrestling.

Heevenlookedchinese.

ItwasmysisterAngel.

"OhwhatalovelysurpriseAngel.Mom is

worriedsickaboutyou"Isaidtoher.

"Youdidn'ttellmeyoucanaffordtocomehere

too."Shelaughed.

Wow.Whathasmoneydonetomysister.I

swearthisisthelasttimeIwillevercareabout

wheresheisandwhatsheisdoingandwith

whom.

WejustgottothehotelwhenIgotaWhatsapp

callfrom Ray.Ianswered.



Ray:heyIcalledthehotelandtheysaidyoujust

wentoutsoIfiguredyoumightnothaveWiFi

whereveryouare.

Zenia:yeahIwentoutforawalk.

Ray:ok...Ihavegoodnews.Im flyingtoDubai

like...Im waitingformyflightnow.Can'twaitto

seeyou.

Zenia:ohwow.That'sgreat.seeyouthen.

Ihungup.

Ohshit!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter13

Zenia'sPOV

“Avoiddependency.....onpeople,substanceand

materials.”

________'

IwokeupinDubai!

Dubaibazalwane...notDurban.

Ithasbeensaidthatnoteveryonewillseethe

kingdom ofDubai...nowIcanattesttothat.This

placeisakingdom andahalf.

Whenyouwakeuptothisplacethereisascent

thatjustcalmsyoudown.Unlikewakingupin

backroom atsoweto.Youwillheartaxisand



carshornshonking,Magezashouting,Kids

crying,parentsfighting,Ratssqueakinganda

smellofgasstovefrom youneighbour.When

youcheckyourphone,itison10percentand

thereisnoelectricity.Bythetimeyouwakeup

youhavehadenough.Nowyouhavetobath

withcoldwater...becausewellloadshedding.

Tomakethingsworseyoualsomissthetrain

byaminute.Trainsdriverswillseeyou

approachingthestationandtheywillleaveyou

behindjustlikethat.Whenyougettoworkthey

aretellingyouaboutretrenchmentandyoujust

prayyougettokeepyourjob.Thisiswhywe

areanangrynation.Alotofthingsarejust

goingwrong.

Youwillwakeupearlyinthemorningandgoto

ataxirank,yougreetthetaxiconductoror

driversandaskpolitelywherecanyoufinda

taxitoJoziorwhereveryoumightbegoing.He



islikelytocallhisfriendsandthenaskyouto

repeatwhateveryoujustsaidandyouwill

gladlyrepeatonlytohavethosepeoplelaughat

yourfacebecauseyouareusingEnglishand

notZulu.Theylovedoingthatevenifyouuse

pedi,sotho,tswanaVenda,Tsongaorwhatever

languagethatisnotZulu.

TheywillmakeyoufeellikeEnglishorallthose

otherlanguagesarenotpartoftheofficial

languagesinsouthAfrica.OnetimeIaskedthis

driverforataxitoTembisaandallhesaidwas"

ungitshelemasewuqedileukuphapha"

IcouldhearwhathewassayingbutIwas

surprisedastowhereitwascomingfrom.What

didIdowrong?.Itwasuntilthisladyshowed

mewherethetaxiswhereandthentoldmeI

wasnotsupposedtouseEnglish.Enoughabout



southAfrica.Im atUAEbaby.

Dubaiisoneofthemostextravagantcitiesin

theworld.Ithasalmosteverythingyouwould

everneed.

DubaiMall,thelargestmallintheworldis

locatednexttotheBurjKhalifa,thetallest

buildingintheworld.Ihaveneverbeenamall

person.InfactIjusthateanythingmallrelated

butDubaiMallisalmostasmallcityinandof

itselfwithanenormousvarietyofshopping,an

iceskatingrink,acinemaanddelicious

restaurants.

Aidenmademetotrythesocalled'Gold

infusedcoffee'butsinceIm acoffeehater,It

didn'ttastedifferentfrom anycoffeeIhate

exceptthatthisonehadanaftertasteofbeing

rich.YepIhadtopostitandwriteacaption



abouthowamazingthecoffeetastedeven

thoughIdidn'tlikeit.Thatiswhatrichpeople

do,theyeatsnailsandGodknowswhatand

thenpretendlikeit'sthemostexquisitething

theyhaveeverseenwhileinfactburgerand

chipsarethewayoflife.Itmustbehardbeing

rich.Afulltimejob.

IwasgoingliveonInstagram andFacebook

everychanceIgot.PhelaIwasn'tstayingin

JustanormalhotelthatJim andJackcan

afford.NopeIwasinSt.RegisSaadiyatIsland

Hotel.Rayinsistedheisgoingtopayforaroyal

suite.Awholeroyalsuitebafethu..withthekind

ofmoneytheychargeforthatroom,Icanbuya

car.

Ihaveneverhadsomeonewhowantedto

spendsomuchmoneyonmesoIkindafelt



special.Raydidntmindatall.

Anotherthingthatsortofsuprisedmeabout

thisamazingcityistheyhadafleetofluxurious

policecars.Yepyouhearditright.Theyhave

BugattiVeyron,FerrariFF,Lamborghini

Aventadoramongothers.Thekindofthings

youwillneverseeinMzansi.

IcangoonandonaboutDubaibutrightnowI

wasworriedthatRaywasonhiswayhereandI

didn'twanthim toseeAiden.Otherwiseall

thesetripswouldbecomehistory.

"Myboyfriendcalledandhesaidheiscoming

toDubai.Likeheiswaitingforaplaneaswe

speak"IsaidtoAiden.



"Ohthemysterioussponsor.Maybeit'stimeI

meethim"

"NoAiden.Hewon'tlikeit.Infacthewillflip.I

toldhim youwereagirlremember?"

"Ohyeah...wellwestillhave8hourstogodo

whatwewantbeforehegetshere.Solet'spaint

Dubaired"

ItextedRayaskingifwecouldchangethehotel

andleavemyfriendinStRegisandhesaid

therewasnoproblem.Iwasevenscaredthese

peoplewillarrestmeforfornication.Icameto

thehotelwithanothermanandnowIwasgoing

tobeinthesameplacewithadifferentman.

Adulteryisanoffenceinthiscountry.They

seem tolikepunishingpeopleforanythingasif

theirweatherisnotpunishingusenough.



Aidenseemedtoknowexactlywheretogo.

Eveninthemall,hesortofknewwherea

specificshopwouldbeorarestaurantthatsells

nicefoodorwhatever.Youwouldswearhewas

anativeorhehadspentsomuchtimeinthe

country.Butgoingaroundwithhim wasfun.He

insistedIusethecardRaygaveme..iwaskind

ofreluctanttojustspendmoneylikeit'sgoing

outoffashion.

"im Prettysurehewon'tmindwhenheseesyou

wearingtheseamazingclothes"hewouldsay

everytimeIrefusedtobuysomething.

SowhenRaylandedIwenttothehotelthathe

bookedforus.Anotherluxuriousone.My

followerswentcrazywhenIwentliveina

differenthotel.NotjustanyhotelbuttheBurjAl



Arab.PeoplewereaskingwhereIgotthe

moneyfrom,whowasidatingandallthose

stuff.Itoldthem Iwonthelottery.Ofcourseit

wasthelotteryinahumanform.

"AftersettlinginwecangoseeyourfriendatSt

Regis"Raysaidfoldinghisclothes.

Iforcedalaugh"wellsheissortofnot

comfortableinmeetingyouasyet.Pleasegive

hertime"Ilied

"Ohok.Letmetakeashower.Seeyouinabit"

AWhatsappcallcamethrough.Itwasfrom

Thabiso.



Zee:whatdoyouwant!

Thabiso:isthathowyougreettheloveofyour

life.

Zee:ewwwThabiso.Im goingtohangup.

Thabiso:pleasedon't.SoIsawthatyouarein

Dubai.Howisitgoing?

Zee:it'slekkermfanaka.

Thabiso:ouchmfanaka?Pleasedon'tcallme

that.Sowhoareyoudatingnow.Imeanwesee

yougoinglivebutcan'tseethepersonyouare

with.



Zee:whydoesitmatter?Youcalledme

becauseofthat?Ihavethingstodoandpeople

toseeandpicturestotakesoexcuseme.

Thabiso:nowaitIhavesomethingtotellyou.

Ihungup.

Aftertakingashower,wewentsightseeing.Ray

hiredatourguidesoitwasn'tasfunasbeing

withAiden.SurprisinglyAidentookmeto

placesthathesortofknewverywell.Iwanted

toaskifheusedtocometoDubaibutIjustlet

itgo.Heevensoundedlikeheknewalotabout

thiscountry.Iwasgoingtoaskhim whenwego

backhome.Raywasonhisphonemostofthe

time.Icouldhearithadsomethingtodowith

thedrugsbuthewashidingit.PerhapsIshould

lethim knowthatIm awareofthetypeofjob



thathedoesonthesideandmaybehemightbe

comfortablearoundme.Perhapsnot.

Dubaiwasamazing,wespentfournightsthere

butnowitwastimetogohome.Patientsand

bedpanswerewaitingforme.

Aidenleftadaybeforeus.Inevergottosee

him againeversinceRaycamebutwewould

chatandhewouldtellmeallwaswell.Ididn't

seemysisterafterthatdayaswell.

"Canwejustpassbymyoffice...Ineedtotake

animportantfile"Raysaidaswedrovefrom the

airport.WehadjustlandedandwasinanUber.

Ijustnodded.

Itextedmymom andtoldherIsawangelat

DubaiandthatshelaughedatmelikeIwas



crazy.IevensentherapicturethatAidentook

ofustalkingIdidn'tevenrealizehewastaking

apic.Butithelpedbecausemymom wasjust

goingtocallmealiar.

'Whydidn'tyoucomebackwithher'areplytext

camefrom mymom.Iignoredit.

Wegottotheofficeandhestartedlookingfor

hisfilewhileIsattherebusyonInstagram.I

didn'tevenrealizethisthingwasaddictive.

Howeverthemorefollowersyouhave,themore

nastypeopleyouhaveaswell.Iwasbeing

callednamesforgoingtoDubaiwiththis

mysteriousmanthatiwasn'tshowing.Others

wereaskinghowIfeltaboutgoingaroundwith

aguywhoismarriedandhavekids.Others

werecallingmeahighclassprostitutewhile

otherswerejustadmiringthepicturesIwas



posting.Youneedtoactuallybecutoutfor

socialmediaoritcandrainyou.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwereback.Wehave

acrisis"someguysaidbargingin.

OhwaitIknowthisguyverywell.Hewasthat

guywhocametothehotelthattime.Rafikor

whateverhisnameis.HewasRaymond's

brother.Ohshit.

Myheartstartedbeatingfasterandhesortof

hadareactionwhenhesawmebutRaydidn't

seeitashewasbusylookingatthefile.

"OhRafael.MeetthegirlofmydreamsZenia"

Whenhesaidthat,theguygavemea'butyou

toldmeadifferentname'look.



Ijustsmiledlikeacrazypersonbusypraying

thathedoesn'tsayinganything.atall.ImeanI

wasstartingtoenjoythislifestyleofluxurious

hotelsandshoppingandthisguycouldruinitin

asecondandillbebacktodefault.

"BabethisismybrotherRafael"Raysaid

smilinglikeamadman.Youcantellhewas

excitedthatwefinallymet.

Theguyclearedhisthroat"nicetomeetyou

Zenia"hesaidstillgivingmethatweirdlook.I

can'tevenexplainitbutIcouldtellhewas

goingtokillme.

"Likewise"Ifakedasmile.



"Im gladyoutwomeet.Nowwecangooutfor

dinneranddatenightsandwhatever.You

shouldmeetRafael'spartner.Sheisverydown

toearth.Youwilllikeher"Raysaidbuthis

phonerangandheaskedtobeexcused.

"Whatthefuckisthis?Zenia,angel?Whoare

you?Whosentyoutocomeaftermyfamily!"

"What?"

"Don'twhatme,womanorelseIm spillingthe

beans.Raydeservetoknowthetypeofperson

youare.Adangerousspecies"

"It'snotlikethatRafael.Givemeachanceto

explain.Ilikeyourbrother"



"Ohyoualsolikedfuckingmyfatherhuh"?

"Itoldyouweneverdidit.Iwasinapartythat

dayandhepickedmeforaSpecialtimewith

him andIswearIwasn'tevenplanningtosleep

withhim.Itallhappenedsofast"Iprobably

lookedstupidexplainingtohim butifyouever

tastetheluxuriouslifestyleyoucanevenbeg

theguy,onyourkneesnottotellRay.

Helaughed"wowyouareagolddiggerofnote

andIoverlookedyou"

"Im tellingthetruth.IwasalreadydatingRay

thattimebuthehadhisgirlfriendandhardly

hadtimeformeandifIknewMrRwashisdad.

Iwouldn'thavegonewithhim.Itwasevenmy

firsttimeinapartylikethat.Itallhappenedso

fast"



"Mybrotherkindalikesyou.Im sayingthat

becauseIknowhim verywell.Hetalksabout

youalotanddoesn'tevenmindspendingon

you.Youaresortofkeepinghim sanebecause

hetendstodoalotofbullshitthatIalways

havetocleanup.Nowifyoueverhurthim in

anyway,whetheryouarecheatingorwhatever

thenIcanassureyouthatIwillhuntyouandI

willkillyouandwillfeelgoodaboutit"hesaid

thensmiled.

IwasbusyprocessingwhathesaidwhenRay

camein.

"OhIcanseeyoutwoaregettingalongsowell.

Let'sgoforsomedrinksguys"



IsthisguysayingIcan'tdumphisbrother?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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Sebenzagirl...berekamosadi!

________

Therearepeopleouttherewhowillmakeyou

feelbadforenjoyingthemoneythatyourman

orpartnerisgivingyou.Theytypeofpeople

whowilltellyoutosebenzagirlandmakeyour

ownmoney.Weallwanttobesuccessful

womenoutthere.Mostofusdon'twantto

dependonamanbutit'shardbafethu.Driving



ourdream Carsisprovingtobeachallengeto

mostofus.Someofusarebeingforcedto

sleepwithmeninhighplacessowegetajobor

ahigherposition.Whenyourefuse,they

disposeofyoulikeyouarenothingandnoone

willevendoanythingaboutit.Ag!

Biguptothewomendoingitforthemselves

though.Yaallrock.

Nowtheywillcallusnamesforspendingand

enjoyingthemoneythatasuccessfulguyhas

whileinfacttheyoverlookthefactthatitisnot

easyforwomentogetthepromotionthey

deserveintheworkplace,solelybecausethey

arewomen.positionsarebeinggiventomen

leftrightandcentreevenwhentheydon't

deserveit.

Someofusaretryingtomakeitoutthereby



sellingherballife,Avon,foreverliving,clothes,

whateverwecansellsothatmaybejustmaybe

wecanaffordtobuyourownhouseswithout

dependingonaman.

AsformeImmaspendthemoneyRayisgiving

meinpeace.Yepidliketobeasuccessful

blackwomandoingitformyselfbutattherate

thingsaregoing,itmightjusttakesometime.

"WowIheardyouwereinDubai"oneofthe

staffnursesaidasIgottotheward.Shedidn't

evengreetme.

"WasthatevenDubai?Isawapictureofherin

thedesert.ItlookslikeNamibdesert"theother

onescoffed.



Ijusttookoutmyphoneandgavetothefirst

onewhoaskedtoseepictures.Ididn'thave

Ray'spicturesinmyphoneandtheonesItook

withAidenweresortofhidden.Thesepeople

wouldstartlyingiftheyseethem.

"Ohwow.ThisisAmazing.Mmmm shuuuu"

theyexclaimedastheywatchedthepictures.

Iwasnowworkinginamalemedicalward.As

studentswerotatedepartments.Ididn'treally

likemaleWards.Firstlytheystink.Guysjust

don'tbath.It'sliketheyareallergictowater.

Somebodycangotothebathroom and2

secondsaftertheyaredone.Imagine.

Besidesthesmell,theseguyswouldbeasking

foryournumberseverychancetheygot.Most

oftheseguysarereallysick.Liketheyarevery



weakyetsuchpersonwillstillaskyouout..

guysdon'tusuallyconsultwhensomethingis

wrong.MostoftheHIVpositivemencometo

thehospitalwhentheirCD4countison2or

evenzeroandaretooweaktowalk.Women

tendtogetdiagnosedandstartonthepills

earlywhilemostmenarestillindenialor

blamingtheirpartners.Othersdotakethepills

thoughbutmostarebroughtatthehospital

whentheylookliketheyarereadytokickthe

bucket.

Therewasthisotherguyinthewardwhowas

HIVpositive.Hiscd4countwasverylow.He

couldn'tevenwalkanymore.Hehadanappyon

andhehadjaundicesohiseyesweresortof

scarywhenyoulookedathim.Heneverceased

tocallforme.Whenanothernursegoestohim,

hewillaskforme.Thenhewouldstartasking

meoutandhowgreatwewilllooktogether



whenhegoesoutofthehospital.Hewasa

youngguythoughbuthedidn'tevencarethat

hewassickorthatIcanseethathewassick.

Menwillalwaysbemen.

TheDubaitripwasthetopicfortheday.Evenat

thepreviouswardthatIwasworkingat.They

knewaboutit.Ibetthewholehospitalknew

aboutit.TheywereevenbringingtheBarcelona

tripup.TheyjustwantedtofindoutwhoIwent

therewith.Ithinkgossipinginnursingcome

withthejobdescription.

"Zeniacanyoupleasegiveintravenous

medication"thesisterwhosaidIwasin

Namibiasaidcomingtome.

"ButIm notallocatedtodothat"



"SisterButheleziwenttoin-servicetrainingso

wellthereisnoonetodoit"

"Youtendtoforgetthatim inmythirdleveland

Im doingmanagement.Im heretolearnhowto

ordermedication,wardstock,dowardrounds,

delegation,offdutiesamongothersandgiving

medicationisnotoneofthem oranythingthat

hastodowithpatientcare.SoIcannot"

"Butit'sjustaonceoffthing"

"Onceoffmyfoot.Wenawhatareyoudoing?.

Im heretodomythirdyearoutcomessoifyou

willexcuseme...Ineedtochecktheemergency

trolley"Iwalkedout.



IdecidedtogohavemyteabutIkindaknew

thatitmeantlyingonmybedtillitwastimeto

goback.Iwasn'thungry

Iwenttomyroom andthrewmyselfonthebed.

MyphonerangandIcheckedthecaller.Itwas

Ray.

Ray:heybabe

Zee:heyRaymond!

Ray:soIhavebeenthinkingthatmaybeit'stime

Igetyouanapartment

Zee:what?ButIm comfortablehere.ImeanI

don'tevenhavetousetransportwhenIgoto



work.Ijustwakeup,bathandgototheward.

Ray:buttheyhaverulesthere...im notallowedto

sleepoverandyourroom issmall.Youdeserve

betterbabe.

Zee:IgetallthatbutI'llhaveaproblem with

transportationfrom whereveryouareplanning

totakeme

Ray:wecangetyouasmallcar...infactit'shigh

timeyougetaride.Whatwillpeoplethinkofme

ifIm lettingyoucontinuebeingaJonnywalker.

Zee:ThisisnotnecessaryRay

Ray:Iinsist.Babeyoudeserveallthis.



Zee:okthen.

Ray:I'llpickyouupafterwork.sowecango

checkdifferentapartments.

Zee:cool

HavingRaypayformyapartmentwassocool

buthim talkingaboutthecarreallyblew me

away.YoushouldhaveseenhowexcitedIwas

afterhangingupbutlittledidIknowthatIwas

goingtoregretallofit.

Igotamessagefrom Aidentellingmehewas

downstairs.Idecidedtogotohim.Hewas

sittinginhiscarsoIgotin.



"Ibroughtyousomemcflurrytosaythankyou

foranamazingtriptodubai.oreoisyour

favouriteright"hesaidhuggingme.

"Im watchingmyweightAiden"

"Sincewhendoyoucareaboutwatchingyour

weight.OhmyGodyouarebecomingthe

typicalslayqueenofInstagram"

"NoIm not"

"Yesyouare"

"Nope"



"Theneattheicecream"

"Fine...sohowwasthetripwithoutmebyyour

side"Iaskedtakingmyfirstspoon.DamnIlove

icecream.

"Itwasboringofcourse,yourhighness"

"YouseemedtoknowmoreaboutDubaithana

typicalSouthAfricanmightknow"

"OhwellIhavebeenthereacoupleoftimes

becauseofwork"

"Ohok.Thesamejobyoudoingnow?"Iasked

"No.Notthisone.ihavetogetbacktowork.I



justdecidedtobuyyousomeMacDonaldfor

lunch"hechangedthetopic.Hehandedmethe

paperbaghehad.

"Thanksforbeingthoughtful.Seeyouonthe

flipside"Ihuggedhim thengotoutofthecar.

Hedroveoff

"OhmyGodwasthatAdrian?"Mphostartled

measheshouted.

"Huh?"

"OhmyGodIfollowhim onInstagram.Hehas

likehugefollowers.Hetakesamazingpictures

andvideosandhehasthisYouTubechannel

thathejustdocrazythingsandweloveit"



"Aiden!TheguyIwaswith?"Iasked.iwasabit

confused

"Aiden.Adrian.Potaytopotato...whateveryou

arefriendswithoneofInstagram'smost

famousguy.Ineedapicturewithhim.My

friendswon'tbelieveit.Damn"hesquealed.

MeetMphoguys.Thegayestgaypersonyou

canevermeet.Heisextra.Heissaucyandhe

ishottoo..wewerefriendsatsomepointbut

felloutbecauseReeneverlikedhim becausehe

wasgayorsomethinglikethat.Ithinkshe

hatedhim becauseheusedtotakeallthe

attentionawayfrom her.

"OkenoughaboutAdrian....let'stalkaboutyou.

HowwasDubai?Girlyouarelivingthelife.You

makingthepotstobedonemoghel.Ienvyyou.



IcriedwhenIsawthosepicturesbecauseyou

justmaderealizethatmylifesuck.Youarea

queenthatjustbloomedoutofnowhere.Can

youjusttakemeoutforlunchandtellmehow

youevenknowAdrian?.Youhavethemost

amazinglifeandallIdoingiveinjections"

Whydidheinsistoncallinghim Adrianoverand

overagain?.AidenorAdrian?Whowasthisguy

thatIhavebeencallingmyfriendforthepast

fewmonths?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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Youdeserveit...youdeserveitall



_______________

Rayarrivedafterworksowecangolookfor

apartments.Ihaven'tbeenabletostopthinking

aboutAidenandwhateverhemightbehiding

from me.Hehadjusttriggeredmytrustissues

again.

"Heysexy"Raysaidhandingmetheflowers

andsomepresentshegotforme.

"Thanksbabe.Thesearebeautiful"Isaid

kissinghim.

"Areyoureadytogo?"

WeleftandwentaroundapartmentsthatRay



hadalreadycalledandarrangedthatwewillbe

comingforviewing.Itoldhim Ididn'twantthe

apartmentfarfrom myworkplacesoanything

aroundtheeasrtrandwasok.

Afterchoosingtheapartmentwewentoutfor

dinner.

Ididn'twastetimemovingtotheapartment.

RaymadesureitwasfullyfurnishedbeforeI

movedin.Heevengotmethecarhepromised

whichwasaPoloTSI.Iwasgreatful.Itoldmy

mom Iwonitfrom somecompetition.IfIwas

totellherthatIhadaboyfriendlikeRaythen

shewouldstartaskinghim formoney.

Iwentbacktogivinghermoneyforgroceries

andotherbills.IhadenoughmoneysinceRay

hadahabitofJustgivingmemoneywhenhe



feelslikeit.ShewasclearlystrugglingandAlex

wasn'tevenhelping.Angelwasevenworse,she

camehomeonceaftertheDubaitripandthat

wasit.Shealwaysinsistedthathertwokids

havebeenbewitched.WellIknowthosetwo

wereherfavouritekidsandshewasjust

disappointed.EspeciallyAngel.

Aidenhasn'tseenmynewapartmentalthoughI

toldhim aboutit.Hewasnotaround.Hesaid

hewasgoingtoseehissister.Ididn'thearthe

nameofheplaceclearly.

ItwasSundaymorningwhileIwaschillingwith

Mpho.Weweresortofspendingmuchtime

togetherthesedayssinceIcouldn'teventrust

Reeasmyfriendnomore.Ididn'twanttorule

heroutasmyFriendasyetwithoutgood

reasons.Shewasjustdecliningmyinvitesof



goingouttogether.Shewouldtellmeshewas

busyorgiveanotherexcuse.

SoItriedstalkingAidenonhisInstagram page

andIwasdisappointedtofindthathisaccount

wasprivate.That'stheworstthingthatcan

happenwhenyouaretryingtostalksomeone.

Howeverhereallydidhavethehugeamountof

followersasMphohassaid.

IaskedforMpho'sphoneandstartedchecking

Aiden'sInstagram usingMpho'saccount.Tomy

dismayallthepictureshavebeendeletedor

archivedbecausetherewasjustonethathe

postedyesterdaywiththesocalledsister.

Atleasthewasn'tlyingaboutgoingtoseehis

sister.

IwashopinghehadtaggedhersothatIcan

checkheroutaswellandmaybegetsome



answersbuthedidn't.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

"I'llgetit"Mphosaidrunningtothedoor.

Ifollowedhim andfoundRaystandingbythe

doorwithapuzzledface.Helookedangry.I

couldtell,probablybecausehesawMpho.

"Ihavebeensaying'comein'buthejuststood

therechomi"Mphosaidshrugging.

RaylookedatMphofrom headtotoeandI

couldseehim looseningup.Probablybecause

hejustrealizedMphoisgay.Mphowaswearing

pinkshortsthatwerefoldedmidthighanda



navyfloralshirtthatwasunbuttonedhalfway

hisabdomen.THewayhespokealsogave

awaythetypeofapersonheis.

"SorryIwasthinkingaboutaphoneIforgotat

work.HiIm Ray"hesaidextendinghishandfor

ashake.Mphoshookhishand.

"Im Mpho.IgotothesameschoolasZee.Nice

tomeetyousir.BabeI'llseeyoulateron.Sipho

justtextedandhesaidhewantstoseemysexy

ass"hecameuptomeandhuggedmethenleft.

Raydidntsayanythingelsetome.Hecameto

meandstartedkissingme.

"Raywait..."Itriedtostophim



"Ijustwantyou...please"hesaidtakingoffthe

dressIwaswearing.hetookmetothecouch,

laidmedownandcontinuedkissingme.

"Doyouhaveacondom?"Iasked.

"YeahIdo"

******

AfterweweredoneIgotdressed.

"WhydidyoucomeunannouncedwhatifI

wasn'taround?"Iaskedlookingathim.

Hechuckled"doIreallyhaveto?"



"Yesbabe.Youhaveto.Youalmostlostitafter

concludingthatMphoandIwereprobably

datingright?"

"No...wellmaybe.Im sorry...I'lltrytotellyouin

advancethatIm coming.Butcan'tIjustsuprise

youonceinawhile?"

"Onceinawhile.noteverynowandthen"

"CanIsleepover?"Heasked.

"Fine"

ThenextmorningIwaswokenupbybreakfast

inbedpreparedbytheoneandonly.



"Whatdoyouthinkabouthavingababy"he

blurtedout.

IalmostchockedonthejuiceIwasdrinking."

Whereisthatcomingfrom?"Imanagedtosay

aftercoughingforsometime.

"WellIsortofwantababy..it'sbeenawhile

nowandinyouIthinkIhavefoundaperfect

partner.Aperfectmothertoraiseourangel"he

saidsmiling.

Moghuymustbelosinghismindbecausethat

ain'thappening.Idon'teventhinkIwanta

baby...ever.evenifIwantababyIwouldn'thave

itwithacriminallikehim.Nope



"Ihearyoubutwow...um...that'sahugestepto

takeinlifeRay.Howlonghaveweevenbeen

datingthough?Whydon'tyouaskyourother

girlfriend.Im prettysureshewillbepleasedto

helpoutbecauseIcan't"Itriedtosmilesaying

allthat.

"Canwejustnottalkabouther...thisisabout

us.Ijustwantyoutothinkaboutit...please.

Youwillmakeagreatmother."

Greatmothermyfoot.I'llhavetogetdual

protectionorthisniggawillbetryingtogetme

pregnanteverychanceheget.Plushewassort

ofasexaddict.Mphowasallocatedatthe

clinicsoIwasgoingtoaskhim togetmesome

pillsornur-isterate.IainthavingalittleRayray

alloverme.Godforbid.



"Justthinkaboutit.please"hesaidandIjust

nodded.

IwasstartingtothinkRayboughtmean

apartmenttokeeptabsonme.Thecartoo.Ag.

ItwillberiskytohaveAidenaroundincaseRay

wouldjustbargeinunannounced.Aidendidn't

evenlookgayoractgay.AtthisstageIwasthe

onewhoconcludedtheguywasgaybecause

hedidn'tmakeamoveonme.Heprobablyisn't.

MondaymorningIwenttowork.Iwas.Not

eveninthemoodbutthem billsgottabepaid

onewayoranother.

"Hey.It'sbeenforever"Reesaidtome.Iwasat

thetuckshopbuyingsomefruits



"HiReabetswe"Ismiledather.Imissedhe

though.

"SoMaryishavingapartythisweekendWould

youlovetocome?...That'sifyouwon'tbeflying

toDubaiorchina"Reesaidtome

Wasthatsupposedtobeajoke?

WellIhadahorribletimeinRee'sbirthdayparty

andkilledapersoninanotherpartysheinvited

meto.SoIguessIm notreallycutdownfor

parties

"Pleasecome.It'sgoingtobeepic.PlusIhave

knownyouforever,mystudypartner."Mary

said

WhendidMarybecomeRee'sfriendthough?I



guessthingshappenbutIfeltsorryforher.She

alwaystoldmeshehatedparties.itwas

probablyRee'sideaforhavingthisparty.

"PleaseZenia"shebegged.

"OkfinebutIwon'tstaylong...Ihave

somewheretogothisSaturday"Ilied

Sincetheinvitationtotheparty,Reewould

makeconversationsonWhatsapp,tellingme

aboutthethemeoraskingsuggestionsfor

certainthings.Saturdaycameandiwokeupto

preparefortheparty.Itwasstartingat10.I

drovetoresbecauseMaryaskedmetopickher,

Reeandsomegirlsowecanallgotogether.

SoIgotthere,waitedforthem tofinishup.They



gotoutafteralmostanhour.Icouldhavebeen

sleepingYaz.

"Hey...youlookbeautiful"Marysaidkissingme

onthechick.

"YoulookstunningtooMary.Wow...youlook

goodtooguys"Isaid.

"ThanksforcomingZeebutwehaveaslight

problem"Reesaidlookingatme.

"Whatisit?"Iasked.

"Theguywhoisfundingthispartysentmea

messagethismorningsayinghiswant

yellowbonesonlyinthispartyandsinceyouare



notyellowenoughthenwellyoucan'tcome"

IlookedatMarywhojustscratchedherhead

nervouslywhiletheothergirlshrugged.

"Soyouwokemeupforthis?OhlordJesus,I

wastedmysleepfornothing.Haveablast

guys"Isaidthengotintomycar.

Iwasn'tmadthatim beingtoldIm notyellow

enough.IknowReewasdoingthattospiteme.

ButIwasmadbecauseIwokeupforbullshit.

Sheprobablyplanneditthewholeweek.The

onlyreasonIwasgoingtothepartywas

becauseMaryhasalwaysbeenthereforme

academically.Westudytogetherandwhatnot.

Apartofmewasrelievedthough.Iwasjust



goingtogobackandsleep.HopefullyRaywon't

sayheiscoming.Ineededabreakfrom him as

well.

GrowingupIhavealwaysbeentoldim Not

yellowenough,especiallybymyownmom.Alex

andangelwerepureyellowboneswhotook

afterherwhileIhadmydad'sskin.Youmust

imaginehowharditmusthavebeenforme

growingupseeingIwasabitdifferentfrom

siblings.SomekidswouldsayIwasadopted.

MindyouIm noteventhatdark.

Howeverwhenpeoplecomplimentmeonhow

cuteIlook,mymom willalwayssay'butangel

iscuter...lookatherskin".Mydadreallyhelped

withmyselfesteem.Heneverceasedtotellme

howbeautifulIlookedhencethehighself

esteem Ihadinhighschoolthatsortof



shrinkedwhenhedied.Mymom knowshowto

drainapersonandwithoutmydad's

encouragingwordsIendedupsaying'fuckit'

andstartednotcaringaboutmyappearance.

Ihaveseenalotofbeautifuldarkskinnedgirls

notbelieveinthemselvesbecauseofwhatthe

societysays.Confidenceiseverythingmoghel.

Ownit,wearit.

IrememberReewouldtellmeaboutskin

lighteninginjectionsorcreamsthatIcoulduse

withlesssideeffects.Shewouldsayitasa

jokebutIknewshemeantit.Youdon'tneed

suchfriendswhowillalwaysmakeyoufeellike

youarenotenough.Youareenough!

Igottomyroom andandwashedoffthemake

up,woremypyjamasandwentbacktobed.I



wasjustgoingtowatchsomeNetflixseriestillI

dozeoff.Dataisnotaproblem...baewill

provide.

Myphonerang.ItwasunknownnumberandI

wasreluctanttoanswer.Iwasactuallywaiting

fortruecallertoshowmewhoitwasbutit

didn't

Iansweredanyways.

Caller:helloit'sKelly...pleasedon'thangup..

please

Zee:Kelly?WhichKelly

Kelly:Raymond'sgirlfriend.Maybeyoudon't



knowmebutIjustwantachancetospeakwith

you

Zee:saywhateveryouwantoverthephone

then

Kelly:Ican't...wewillmeetinapublicareaifyou

thinkIm tryingtoharm you.Icanassureyouim

Tryingtosaveyou

Zee:saveme?From what?

Kelly:I'lltellyoutomorrowifyoumeetwithme.

PleaseZenia.

Zee:fine...I'llchoosetheplaceandtime.Let's

meetthisafternoon



Kelly:thanks

Ihungup.

Savemefrom what?From Ray?Whatdoyoudo

whenyourboyfriend'smainchickbegyouto

seeher?Sheprobablywantstotellmetostay

awayfrom herman.Ohothenthatain't

happening.

ItextedMphoandaskedhim toaccompany

metothemallat1pm.Heagreed.AtleastI'll

havebackup.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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IchosetheplaceandsentthemessagetoKelly

aboutwhereweweresupposedtomeet.After

gettingready,IdrovetopickMphoup.Theplan

wasforhim tositinatablenexttowhereKelly

andIwillbesitting.Hencewegotthereearly.

Youcan'ttrustanyonethesedays,especiallya

girlwhom youshareadickwith.Kurough

outchea.

Shegotthereandfoundmewaitingforher.I

haveseenherthatdaywhenshewaswithRay

atthemallbutupcloseshewasevenmore

prettier.ItwasthenthatIrealizedthiswasthat

girlReeisobsessedwith.



"Thanksformeetingupwithme.it.meansalot"

shesaidhuggingme.

"Noproblem.Sowheredidyougetmy

number?"

"Ohum...Igotthem from Ray'sphone.Im not

heretofightwithyou,infactIm heretowarn

you"

"Aboutwhatexactly?"

"YourfriendRee.Thatgirlhasbeenonemy

biggestfanonInstagram.Shecommenton

eachandeverypictureIpost.SheDM me

regularlycheckingonmeandStuffsothisother

dayshesentmeyourpicturesayingyouwere



datingRay.Ithenaskedforhernumbersowe

canchatonWhatsapp"

"Isee"

"Yeahthenshewouldtellmeeverytimewhen

yougooutwithhim,whenhebuysyouthingsor

whatever.Asanynormalperson,Iwasfurious

andwantedtogetyououtoftheway.There

wasadaywhenshetoldmeyouwereathis

placeandIdecidedtocallhim earlyinthe

morningtotellhim Iwascomingback.

Apparentlyhemadeyoujumpthroughthe

window..thattimeIthinkyouhaven'tofficially

toldyourfriendwhoyouwerereallydatingbut

shealreadyknewhenceshecalledmetosay

youwerethere"

Itookaglassofmywineanddrankit.WellI



wasn'tthatsuprisedsinceIwassuspectingshe

wasdoingsomethinglikethisbuthearingthe

confirmationfrom thehorsesmouthwas

somethingelse.

"Whenthatfailed,sheinsistedIfindawayto

getridofyou.IthenthoughtIwoulduseyoufor

drugsmugglingandshevolunteeredtogowith

youtoBrazil.Shewasthengonnaditchyou

thereandtherestishistory"

"Sowhyareyoutellingmeallthesenow?I

meanIm stillwithRayaswespeak"

"Eversincehestarteddatingyouhehassortof

stoppedhiswildways.Hedoesn'tthrowthe

crazypartiesheusedtothroworsleeparound.

Hehardlydrinksandhealsogivemetimetoo

soifIgetridofyouthenI'llbebacktosquare



one"

"Sonowyouareusingmetohelpyoukeep

yourrelationshiptogether?"

"Somethinglikethat.iknowitsoundscrazyand

everythingbutIneedyou.AllIm sayingisyou

needtobecarefulwiththatgirl.Shehatesyou.I

don'tknowwhybutshedoes.Idon'twantyour

tobeyourfriend,neitherdoIwanttofightwith

you..allIm askingisthatwelookoutforeach

otherandpleasedon'ttellRayaboutallthese.

Heisnotasforgivingasyouare"

Okthiswasconfusing...sothisgirlwhowanted

togetridofmenowwantsustolookoutfor

eachother?Inotherwordssheisacceptingme

beingthesecondgirlfriend?Yohhaike.



Wesaidourgoodbyesandthensheleft.Ididnt

askaboutthedrugthatReegaveme.IfIask,I

mightenduprevealingthesecretIhaveand

nextthingIknowRayknows.Istilldon'ttrust

her.MphoandIsatandhadsomelunch.

"Idon'tthinkit'sabadthingZee.Youare

overreacting.Whatyoushouldbeworriedabout

isthattwoheadedsnakeReabetswe.Osile

moghel"Mphosaidtypingsomethingonhis

phone.

Wesatthereforsometimethenwenthome.I

foundRaywaitingforme.

"Ihavebeencallingyoubabes"hesaidcoming

towhereIwas.Ifoundhim waitinginhiscar



"Myphonewasoff...Iwenttohavelunchwith

friends"

"Ijustwantedtokissyougoodbye.Im goingto

abusinessmeetinginNorthwest.Iwillbeback

onWednesday"

"Okenjoy"

"Im goingtomissyou"

IthinkitwasbetterIdon'ttellhim whathis

girlfriendhastoldmebesidesshebeggedme

nottosolet'sseehowthisgoes.

MondayIwokeupandwenttoworkitwasjust



oneofthoseunproductivedays.Thetypeof

dayswereyouwaitforknockouttime.

Rayneverceasedtocall.Hewouldcheckon

meregularly.Itwassosweet.

WednesdaynightRaycamebackfrom his

meeting.Heactuallycametomyplacefora

sleepover.Hebroughtmeflowersandagift.

"Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutyouthewhole

time.Imissedyou"hesaidkissingme.

"Imissedyoutoobabes".

ThursdaymorningIwokeupandpreparedtogo

towork.Ihadjustgottenoutoftheshower



whenmyphonerang.

AsusualIwasreluctanttoansweranunknown

number.

Zee:zenia'sphonehello?

Caller:helloit'slizzypleasedon'thangup.

WhoisLizzynow?IswearIdon'tknowanyone

bythatnamepersonally.ExceptsomechickI

knowonInstagram

Lizzy:thegirlfrom Instagram..wefolloweach

other.

Zenia:IseesohowcanIhelptoday.



Lizzy:isRaywithyou?

Zenia:um yeahheis.

Lizzy:Iwaswithhim from Sundaytill

Wednesdaymorningatsuncity.

Zenia:ok.andyouaretellingmethisbecause...?

Lizzy:hesentmeamessagelastnighttosayI

shouldn'tcontacthim anymorethenblocked

meeverywhere.

Zenia:ohthatissounfortunatedearbutwhy

areyoucallingme.Wheredidyougetmy

numbers?



Lizzy:isawyourpictureonhisphone'swall

paperandheusedtocalleverychancehegot.

SoIthoughtthesugarbunny'sphonenumber

wasyou.

Zenia:I'dlovetohelpbutthereisn'tmuchIcan

doforyou.Gotohisofficeorsomething.I

wasn'ttherewithyouguyssoIdon'twanttobe

involved.

Lizzy:wellyouaremyonlyhopeintalkingto

him.IfeelusedandIthinkIm pregnant.

Zee:Liz..ifyouareblockedthenmaybeyou

shoulduseadifferentnumbertoreachhim.Buy

anewsimcard.It'snotthatdifficult.Idon'twant

tobeinvolvedboo.



Lizzy:justtalktohim forme...please

Zee:ok

Ihungup.

Raywalkeddownthestairswearinghisboxer

andmygown.

"Morningsexy"hekissedmeontheneck,

walkedtothefridgeandtookoutsomejuice.

"Ineverreallyaskhowthemeetingwent?"I

saiddrinkingmine.

"Itwasgreat.IthinkIjustfoundthebiggest

dealofmyexistence.IthoughtIheardyou



talkingtosomeone.Whowasthat?"Hesaid

pouringthejuiceontheglass.

"Ohitwasaphonecall.Lizzycalledandasked

tobeunblocked.Ohandshesaidsheis

pregnant"Isaidandtheglasss

hewasholdingfellonthefloorandthecontent

splashedalloverhim.Hedidntevenreactto

theglassbreakingorwhatever

Itwasactuallyfunnytowatch.Youwould

swearhesawaghost.

Itookmybagandkeysandwalkedout!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter17



Zenia'sPOV

IjustgottoworkandIhaveahorrible

headache...thetypeyougetwhenyourealised

thatyouareindeeddatingafuckboy.Itfeltlike

therewassomethinginsidemyheadknocking

withahummer.Probablyknockingsenseinto

mydamnmind.

Igotmyselfsomeparacetamolbutthedamn

thingdidntevenwork.

ThemerefactthatIcontinueddatingthisguy

knowingthattherewasanotherpersoninthe

picturemeantnothinggoodwasgoingtocome

outofit.Butthatdidntgivehim arighttoCheat

onmeandKelly.Lolitevensoundsweirdwhen

Isayit.Ontheothersideheistalkingabout

havingababy.IknewIcouldn'ttrustRay.AllI

needtomakesureofisthatIdon'tcatch



feelingsinthisrelationshiporelseImmaget

hurtandbehospitalizedforit.

HereIam givingmedicationtothepatients.I

knowwhatIsaidtothesisteraboutgiving

medicationtheotherdaybutIwoulddo

anythingtokeepmymindawayfrom Rayand

besidesit'sanewshifttodayandtheseones

arenicersoiwouldn'tmindhelpingthem.Ray

hasbeencallingandtextingsinceIgothere

andIhavebeendoingagoodjobinignoringhis

ass.Ilefthim standingtherelikehewasa

zombienowheisbusytextingnonestop.I

guessheregainedsomesense.....'it'snotwhat

youthinkZee...ohpleasecallmebabe,Ijust

wanttotalk..babesheislying...Icanexplain

zee.'thetextsCameinoneaftertheotherandI

evenstoppedreadingthem.



"Iwanttheyellowpills.Whyareyouactinglike

theseareyourpillsmanje.Gimmeyellowpills.I

don'twantthisnonsenseyougaveme"a

patientSaidafterihandedhim themedication.

"Mkhulu,Im givingyouwhatthedoctor

prescribed.Idon'tevenknowwhatyellowpills

youaretalkingaboutbutwhatIknowisthereis

noyellowpillsinwhatIm seeingonyour

prescription"

"Iwasgettingthem lastweekmos"

"Wellthenitmeanstheydiscontinuedthem"

"Areyouplanningtotakethepillshome?Are

theseyourpills?Huh?Answermewena

ntombazane..Iwanttheyellowpills.Iwant



them now"heprotested.

"ThedoctorprescribesbabaandIonlygive

whathasbeenprescribedok?"Itriedexplaining.

IwouldhavemovedonwithwhatIwasdoing

andignoredthisoldmanbutIwasjustenjoying

talkingtosomeonenje.

Seeingthattheargumentwasnotgoingtoend,

Iignoredhim andcontinuedwithothers.he

wentonandonabouttheyellowpillsandhowI

wasactingliketheymine.Iwasevenlaughing

atsomeofthethingshewassayingtome.

AfterIwasdoneIwentfortea.WhenIcame

backIfoundfivebouquetsofroseswithagift

bageachinthedutyroom



"Thiscameforyouwhileyouwereontea."The

sistersaidsmiling.

"Youarethemostluckiestgirlinthedamn

world."Sheadded.

Ijustfakedasmile.Therewerenotes

apologizingforwhathedid.Igavetheflowers

andthegiftstothestaffmembers.Theywere

soexcited.

AfterworkIdrovehome.IwashopingThathe

leftbutwhowasikidding.Ifoundhim there.

Rosepetalsgreetedmeatthedoor..

"Youshouldleave"Isaidthrowingmybagon

thecouch.Iwalkedupstairsandtookashower.

WhenIcamedownifoundhim waitingforme.



"Imadeamistake.Iadmititbutpleasehear

meoutZee"hebegged

"Amistake?Youbooked3or2nightsatsun

citywiththatgirlnowyouareheretotellmeit's

amistake.Whichpartwasamistake?The

bookingpart?Orthesexpartofthefactyou

ain'tevenusingacondom?Orthepregnancy?"

"Howcansheknowsheispregnantjustafter

twodays?Youareanurseyouknowsheislying

besidesIusedacondom man.HowcanIsleep

withsomeonelikeherwithnocondom.?"

"Howam IsupposedtoknowMr"

"Butyouknowhermos...sheflauntsherassets



onInstagram foreveryonetosee..howcanyou

takesuchapersonseriouswhowoulddo

everythingforlikes.sheisjustainstagram

bitch.iwouldneversleepwithherwithno

condom."

"Haibo.Whyareyouinsultinghermanje?.She

isabitchnow?Idon'tthinkthat'swhatyou

werecallinghertwodaysago?AndIm pretty

sureyougotattractedtoherbecauseofthe

sameassshealwaysflaunts...nowyououtchea

bad-mouthingherbecauseyougotwhatyou

wanted.Sheisahumanbeingwithfeelings

too.YouaretrashRay.Justleave!"

"Imadeahugemistakebutforgivemeplease"

"Youdon'tevenrespectwomen.Justbecause

youhavemoneyyoufeellikeit'soktousethem.



Ifyouarelikethisthenwhat'stheuseofbeing

inarelationshipwithyou...ican't.Iwantyouout

ofmyapartmentnow"

"Whoseapartment?ButIm payingforthisso

it'stechnicallymineaswell"

"Ohisthatso?Soyouwon'tleavebecausethis

isyours?"

"wellifyoudon'twantmethenyoumightas

wellnotwantmyapartmentandmycar"

"Ohreally.Okhereisyourcarkeysandthis

one'sareforyourapartment.Youtalkingasif

youfoundmehomelessanddestitute.No

moghuyIhadaroofovermyheadandIdon't

mindusingtaxisandtrainssobyeFelicia."I



saidwalkingtowardsthedoor.

"I'llcomebackformyclothes"Isaidopening

thedoor.Herantomeandmanagedtoclose

thedoorbeforeIwalkedout.

"OkbabeIm sorry,itallcameoutwrong.Ididnt

meantothreatenyoulikethat.Itakefull

responsibilityformyactionsIwaswrong.I'll

callLizzyandapologizebutdon'tleaveplease.

PleasebabeIreallyneedyou.Thecarisevenin

yourname.itsyoursnomatterwhathappens

betweenus.AndIwon'teventhreatenyouwith

itoranythingforthatmatter."Hesaidstanding

bythedoor.

Ijustshookmyhead."Youneedtochangeyour

ways.im notgoingtobeinarelationshipwitha

manwhocan'tzipitup.Ifeltdisrespected



whenshecalledmeandit'sallyourfault"

"Doesthatmeanyouforgiveme?

"YesIdoRaybutwejusthavetotakethings

slowly

Hepickedmeupandswingedmearound

excitedly

"Justtosaysorry...Ihaveorganisedalittletrip

forusbabe"

"Isee"

"Let'sgoplease"hebegged



WellIwouldn'tsaynotoatrip.SoIsaidyes.

DestinationBali.

IhavealwayswantedtogotheresoofcourseI

wasexcitedbutIwasn'tgoingtoshowhim.

WhenIpostedmyfirstBalipicturethefirst

persontocommentwasLizzy.

Shewrote"wowsohecheatedonyouthentook

youtoBaliasawayofsayingsorryandyou

thinkit'sok?It'swomenlikeyouwhoarewhat

iswrongwiththissociety"

IdidntreplyhercommentandneitherdidI

deleteit.

"WhyareyounotdeletingthatcommentLizzy

made"RaysaidcomingtowhereIwassitting.



"WhyshouldI...maybeIshouldaskwhyyouare

stalkingme?"

"Haubabe.Am Inotallowedtoseewhatmy

girlfriendisposting?Itisnotstalking"

"Itissincewedon'tfolloweachother"

"Ihavestartednow...butLizzyneedtostop

whatsheisdoingag"

IdidntcommentfurtherontheLizzyissue.We

decidedtogohavelunchatsomeBalinese

restaurant.

IthoughtIsawsomeonelikeAidenhaving



lunchwithsomeguybutIguessIwas

hallucinating.Hetoldmehewasseeinghis

sisterandeventhoughIdidnthearthenameof

theplacewell,itsuredidntrhymewithbali.

Icontinuedfocusingonmyfood.Ray'sphone

rangandheaskedtobeexcused.Theperson

whoIthoughtwasAidengotupwiththatguyto

leaveandthat'swhenIcouldseethatitwas

indeedAiden.

WhenhiseyeslandedonmineIcouldseehe

wassortofshockedtoseeme.

"HeyZee"hemanagedtosayfakingasmile.I

knowhim enoughtoknowwhenhewasfaking

it.



"WellIhavetogo...I'lltextyou.Younevertold

meyouwerecomingtobali.Ohwellhopefully

I'llseeyousoon"hekissedmeontheforehead

thenrushedoffwiththeguy.

IjuststoodthereConfused!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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Entangled

__________

"HeywhatdidImiss"Raysaidcomingbackto

thetable.



"Nothing.Youarealwaysonyourphone.Do

yougivethesepeopleyournumberthemoment

youbuyasim cardinaforeigncountry?"I

asked

"Yeahwell...babeIhavebusinessIcan'tlose."

"Can'tRafaeltakecareofit?"

"Hecanbutthissortofneedsme"

WellIdecidedtoletitgo.Thekindofbusiness

hedoesrequireshim tobeonhisphoneallthe

timeIguess.Iwasstilltornbetweentellinghim

thatIknowwhathedoesonthesideornot

tellinghim.Thelatterseemedtobethebest

optionfornow.



Baliwasawesome,wespenttwonightsin

uluwatuthenmovedtoUbud...IenjoyedUbud

themostanddraggedRaytoeachandevery

placeIwantedtogoseeincludingallthese

templesIcouldn'tevenpronounce.Rayinitially

bookedadifferenthotelinUbudbutIwantedto

stayatthehanginggardensofBalisowe

changed.ThenicethingaboutRayisheisa

spenderandhardlycomplains.

IneversawAidenandhenevertextedmeup

untilwewentback.Itwasadayafterwecame

backthatheshowedupatmyplace.Hehad

askedtocomearoundandIcouldn'tsayno.I

thoughtthingsweregoingtobeweirdbetween

usbuthisgoofyselfcameouttobreaktheice

whensomesongheclaimedwashisfavourite

playedonTV.Itwasoutkast_heyya!.He

starteddancingandsingingalonganditwas



justacutethingtowatch

"SohowwasBali?"Heaskedcatchinghis

breathashethrewhimselfonthecouch.

"ItwasallthatIhavehopedforandmore.How

aboutyou?Younevertoldmeyouweregoingto

Bali"

"Itwasalastminutething.iwasplanningtotell

youaboutitwhenIcomeback"

"Sowhowasthatguyyouwerewith?.Heis

cute"Isaidthelastparthopinghewouldopen

upabouthissexualitywithme.

"Ohheisafriend"that'sallhesaid.



WellIfiguredAidenwassomehowashamedto

tellmehewasgay.Ithinkthepersonhewent

toBaliwithwashisboyfriendorwhateverand

hejustdidn'twanttotellme.Iwasn'tgoingto

pushiteither.

WesatthereandwatchedaromanticIndian

movie.Weactuallywatchedthemoviefor3

hoursstraightandAidenwasn'teven

complaining.Iwatchallsortsofmoviesaslong

asit'sgreat.

Afterspendingthetimetogetherwesaidour

goodbyesandheleft.

Thisweekiwasgoingtocollege.Theyalways

makeussignaregisterinthemorningand



sometimesarandom oneintheafternoon.

absenteeism leadstoleavewithoutpay.SoI

wouldgoandsigninthemorningandthen

disappeartogodowhateverIwanted.Sittingin

classhasneverbeenmything.IthinkIhavean

undiagnosedADHD.

MphosuggestedwegotoNewton'snewscafe

foradrink.Sowewentthere.

"Lizzyissoghetto.Whydidn'tyoutellmeabout

Raycheatingwithher.ImeanIsawthat

commentofhersanddidn'tevenknowwhat

wasgoingon?"Hesaidsippingonhiscocktail.

"Ididn'tgetthetimetotellyou"

"WellthefirsttimeIknewwhoRaywas,was



throughtheseInstagram girlshewassleeping

with.Theycouldn'tstoptalkingabouthowhot

andmoniedhewasplusgoodinbed.Heis

notoriousfortakingthem toavacationfora

weekendandafterthathediscardsthem like

usednappies.Andgiventhefactthattheysee

thecarsandexpensivethingsheposton

Instagram,someofthesegirlsthrow

themselvesathim"

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeallthesebefore?"

"Wellhelikesyou.Imeanpeoplechangeright.I

believeheisonhisrouteofchanginghisways.

Thepastdoesn'treallymatter"

"Thepast?Hejustdidthesamethingfewdays

agoandIthinkwhenKellyconfronthim about

thethingshedoeshealwaysthreatenstotake



thecarandwhateverheisgivingher.Hedidthe

samewithme"

"OhpoorKelly.Ihavealottotellyouaboutthis

personofyoursbutit'sallinstarumoursso

don'ttakeittoheart"

"FineenoughaboutRay.Let'sjustchilland

havesomefun"

AfterthedrinksIdecidedtogotomyplaceand

sleep.Iwastired.Mphosaidhewasremaining

behind.Hehadcalledoneofhisboyfriendsto

comechillwithhim.

IwasdrivinghomewhenIrealizedtherewasa

carfollowingme.Ihaven'tevendrovea

distancewhenIrealizedthatthisspecificwhite



carstartedfollowingmethemomentIleft

Newtown.

InoticedthisbecauseIwantedtogoviaCBD

butlaterdecidedtousethehighway.Even

thoughtheM2eastboundwasclosed..theroute

ItakewasbetterthanpassingBreewithall

thesetaxishootingandcuttingofflanesandall

thatbullshittheydo.Iwasnotinthemoodfor

that.WhenImadeau-turntheseguysdidthe

samethingandfrom theretheykeptthesame

speedIwasusing.Idon'tfreakouteasilysoI

calledRay.Itrangforsometimeandhedidn't

answer.TrustRaytoanswerallthosestupid

businessphonecallsofhisandnevermine.

Maybetheyjustwantedthecar.Thethingin

southAfricais,theseguyscanhijackyouin

broaddaylightandthereisnothinganybodycan



doaboutit.Youwillstopattherobotandthey

willpouncelikealion.Youcan'tevengethelp

becausenobodyknowswhattheywilldo.They

mightkillwhoevercomesintheirway.Weare

livingwithanimalsinthiscountry.

WiththeM2closeditmeantIhadtousearoute

thathad lotofrobots.Thisguysweregoingto

gettomeeasilyormaybetheywillwaittilliget

towhereIstay.Iwasn'tevensurewhatthey

wanted.WhatiftheywereRay'senemiesand

werecomingafterme.Whyam Ievendatinga

drugdealer?

Aidenpickedthephoneonhisfirstring.

"Heybeautiful"



"IthinkthereisacarfollowingmeandIm alone

andIm scared"Iwhispered.

Aidenaskedmetospeakup.IrepeatedwhatI

said.HeaskedwhereIwasandItoldhim.

TherewasabitofatrafficbutIcouldstillsee

thatcartrailingbehindme.

"Don'ttakeyourusualroute.Takethe

BloemfonteinlaneontotheM1Southok?

"ButAiden..."

"DowhatIm tellingyou.Im inOrmonderight

nowandIm goingtogettoyoubeforethey

eventhinkofdoinganything.Ok?"

"Uhok"



"Don'thangup"

IdidasIwastold.Apartofmeislikewhyam I

takingtheSowetohighway.Iwon'tevenknow

wheretogoifIlosemynetworkandwon'thear

Raynomore.Itwastoolate.Iwasalreadyon

thelanehetoldmetotake.

HethentoldmetotakeBooysenexitbutlater

changedandsaidIshouldjustgostraighttillhe

tellmewheretooff-ramp.

ApartofmeislikecanItrusthim?.CanItrust

thisguywhoisjustagoofyfriendofminebutI

guessItrustedhim becauseIfollowedallthe

instructionsIwastold.

Afterdrivingforsometimehetoldmetooff-



ramp.Heclaimedhewasbehindmeandcould

seemesoIdidasIwastold.TherouteIhave

takenhadnoone.ItwasjustmeandthenIsaw

thatcarfollowingbehindbutIcouldn'tsee

Aiden.IstartedquestioningthedecisionsIhave

made.Whatifhewasworkingwiththese

people?

Afterdrivingforsometimehetoldmetopull

over.Theothercardidn'tevenwastetime

pullingoverbehindmeandthenextthingI

knew,aguyisknockingviolentlyonmywindow

withagun.Ican'tevenhearwhatheissaying

Becausemyheartisbasicallypoundinginmy

ears.

IthinkhesaidIshouldgetout.BeforeIcould

evenopenthedoor.Iheardagunshot,andthen

Anotherone.Theguyfellwhenthesecond



gunshotwentoffandallIcoulddowasscream

mylungsout.

IsawAidencomingtowheretheguyhasfallen.

BeforeIcouldevensayathinggunswent

blazing.Heshottheguy9times.iwasshocked

tosaytheleastbutIheardandcountedeach

andeveryshotgoingoff.JustwhenIthought

it'sallover.Hetookoutanothergunandshotat

theguycountlesstimes.Theguywasprobably

deadbynow.Therewasnowayhecould

surviveallthatbutheneverstoppedtillheran

outofbullets.

ihaveneverseenthisguystandingbesidesmy

car.Thiswasanangryguy,youcouldseeitin

hiseyes.Helookedlikeadamnanimal.Ifyou

evertoldanyonethatthisguywatchesKorean

dramawithmeanddancealongtosongsand



whatever,theywouldn'tbelieveyou.Because

thisguyshootingatwhoeverthatwas,wasa

beast.

Afterthatheaskedmetoopenthedoor.Iwas

sweating.Ifoundmyselfopeningthewindows

instead.Allofthem atonce

HethenopenedthedoorNdaskedmetomove

overtopassenger'sseat.Ididn'taskathingand

justmovedover.

Ilookedbackandsawthattheoccupantifthat

carthatwasfollowingmelookeddead.Iguess

thefirstgunshotwenttohim.Behindthatcar

wasaredGTIthatIsupposeAidencamewith.

Whoeverwasinsidedroveoffbeforeusand

Aidenstarteddrivingminefollowingtheredcar.



Ipinchedmyselfhopingthisisalladream.It

hastobeadream orotherwisemynormallife

isofficiallyover!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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Im petrifiedrightnow!

Aidenismad!Icanseeitfrom thewayheis

holdingthesteeringwheelandhispatternof

breathing.



Whoishemadatthough?Theguyhejustkilled

orme?

HestartedlooseningupButhewasstillnot

talkingtome.Wegottowhereweweregoing

andIrealizedthatwhenhetoldmetogetout.

WewereatNewton,Aiden'splace.Ididn'teven

seehowwegothere.

TheotherguyWasalreadyoutofhiscarand

waitingforus.Heworesomeshortswithavest.

Hehadlotsoftattoosandsomewereevenon

hislegs.IhaveseentattoosonAidenbutthis

guytookthecup.

SeeingthatIlookedabitconfused,Aidenheld

myhandandledtheWay.



"Doyouwantsomethingtoeat?"Heasked

whenwegottohisflat

"No.im nothungry.CanIjustliedowninyour

bedroom forsometime..IthinkIhavea

headache"

Iwenttothebedroom andtriedtosleepbutit

wasjustnothappening.

"WhatthefuckwasthatAiden?"fuck"Iheard

theguytalkfrom thelivingroom.

Igotupandwenttothedoor.Openeditabitso

Icouldseethem talking.Aidenwassittingon

thecouchwhiletheguywaspacingupand

down.

"Wasitnecessarytoshoottheguymillion



timesnowyouhavetraumatizedthepoorgirl"

"Iwasn'tthinkingstraight"Aidenshrugged

"Youshotthefirstguyonceintheheadandhe

wasdeadandyouchosetoshoottheotherone

inthethighsoyoucanshoothim countless

timestoseehim suffer"

"WhyareyoumakingitabigdealMason?I

couldhavekilledhim withonebulletandI

chose20sogetoveritalready"

"Whatever...areyouleavingwithme?"Theother

guyasked.

"Ican'tMason..I'llcomewhenIm readyto



come.Youneedtoleave,I'llcallyou"

"ofcourseI'm leaving.Sendmyregardsto

ZeniaandtellherI'm sorryyouareanasshole.

Youneverevenintroducedus"

"Fuckoff"Aidenhithim playfullyandMason

Saidsomethingasheleft.Iclosedthedoor

slowlyandwentbacktobedbecauseIknew

Aidenmightcomein.

Heknockedandaskedifhecouldcomein.I

pretendedtohavebeenlisteningtomusicwith

theheadsetsIfoundbythebedside.

"HeyIthoughtyouwouldbesleepingbynow"

hecameandsatonthebed



"Icouldn'tsleepsoIstartedlisteningtomusic"

Ilied.

"Soum...I'm sorryaboutwhatyousawearlier

on.Itmusthavetraumatizedyou"

"I'm justgladyousavedme.Ireallyam"I

smiled.

Hetookmyhandsintohis.Icouldseehe

wantedtosaysomethingbutheheldback.

"I'lltakeyouhomeok?"hesaidthenhuggedme.

Ifeltmyeyesstingandtearsthreateningto

comeout.Ididn'twanthim toseemecryingso

Iquicklywipedthem andfakedasmilewhenhe

brokethehug.



Hedrovemetomyplacewithmycar.Hesaid

hewasgoingtotakeanUberback

"Getsomesleep..wewilltalkwhenyouareok.

CallmeifyouneedanythingandImean

anything"

Hesaidthenturnedtowalkoutbutstopped.

"Iknowwhatyousawfrom todaymighthave

scaredyouandIm sorryyousawitbutIwanted

toprotectyousobad.Iwishyoudidn'tseeall

thatbutiWasn'tthinkingProperlyAnditall

happenedfast...Icanseeitsortofdisturbed

youandyoutryingtohideitfrom mewhichis

ok.Takeyourtimeandwhenyouarereadyto

talk.Callme.I'llbearound"hekissedmeonthe

foreheadthenleft.



Istartedcheckingforamovietowatchon

Netflix.Anythingtokeepmebusy.Iwas

halfwaywiththemoviewhenMyphonerang.It

wasRay

RAY:Heybabes.Imissedyourcall.Howare

you.

Zee:neverbeenbetter

Ray:didyouwantsomething?

Zee:nothingatall.Iwasjustthinkingaboutyou

Ray:Ihavemissedyoubadlytoo.ShouldIdrive

overforaquickie.



Zee:Nahdon't.I'm withfriendsnow.

Ray:okthenI'llseeyoutomorrowthen

Hehungup.

ThenextdayIwokeupandwenttocollege.I

wasdrivingwithMphotocollegeandhewas

talkingaboutInstagram things.Iwasn'teven

listeningbutjustnodding.

Ididn'ttellhim whathappened.Whenwegotto

collegeIdecidedtoattendclassandnotgo

anywhere.

IwasbusyMindingmyownbusinesswhen

theseothertwoladiescametoaskifitwastrue



thatIsleptwithRee'sboyfriend.FirstlyIdont

reallyknowwhoRee'sboyfriendwas.Inever

knewanyofherboyfriend.RightnowIhadreal

lifeproblemsandReewasbusybeingpetty.I

hadnotimeforhergames.ButIkepton

hearingStoriesafterstoriesanddecidedto

sendheramessageaskinghertocomeTomy

placeafterschool.

SheDidn'tevenwastetimegettingthere.Ihave

justgotbackwhenIheardaknock.

"CanIgetyousomethingtodrink"?Iaskeda

momentaftershewalkedin.

"Nothanks.Youmustjustpoisonmeseeing

howmuchyouhatemethesedays"she

chuckled.



"whatisyourproblem Ree.Iwantustofixit

onceandforall"

"Myproblem isyouZee.Didyouknowthatyou

actuallytookRayfrom me"

"What?"

"RaytookmetoCapetownforaweekend.We

hadagreattime.Everythingwasfineandhe

evensaidhelikedmeandwhatnot.Afterthe

tripheactedlikehedidn'tknowme.Doyou

knowhowpainfulthatis.Twoweeksafter,I

foundoutthathewasdatingyou"

"ButdidIknowaboutyouandhim Ree.Didyou

tellme.Whyaredoingallthesetome.Youhave



beentryingtogetridofmeandIknow

everythingaboutitall.Kellytoldme"

"Whydidn'thedowhathealwaysdototherest

oftheladies.Whatissospecialaboutyou

Zee?"

"Whydon'tyouaskhim.Youaredelusional"

"YougettripstoDubai,toBali,towhereveryou

wantandweneverdid.Allwegotwastripsto

suncityanddurban.Youthinkalltheseladies

arehappywhentheyseeyougoingtoallthese

places?Nowyouthinkyouareallthat.It's

annoying"

"Youarepickingthefightwiththewrong

personRee.YoushouldbeFightingwith



Raymondnotme.Soyouweredoingallthese

Horriblethingsbecauseofadick?Our

friendshipdownthedrainbecauseofadick?"

"itisnotjustanydick.ItisRaywearetalking

abouthere.Youwouldn'tunderstand.Youare

livingthelifeakere"

"Stopspreadingchildishrumoursaboutme.It's

tiring...everywhereIgothesedaysim Hearing

stupidthings.GrowupRee.Ihavegot

importantthingstoworryabout"

"WhatareyougoingtodoifIdon'tstop.

.Whatwillyoudohuh?"

"Waithere"Iwenttothebedroom andtookout

abelt.ShewassittingdownsoIcaughtheroff



guardandstartedwhippingherlikeachild.

ShejumpedandtriedtofightforthebeltbutI

justcontinuedwhippinghereverywhereIcould.

Shestartedcallingforhelpbutmyneighbor's

radiowassoloudIdoubtanybodycouldhear

her.Seeingthatshewasnotgoingtowintaking

thebeltfrom me,shehuddledandtriedto

protectherfaceandIwentfortheback.I

whippedheruntilIwasreallytired.

Ialreadyhadaplanifsheevertriedtoopena

case.

Hopefullyshewasgoingtostopthebullshitshe

wasdoing.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter20



Zenia'sPOV

Lust

___________

Ijustwokeup.

whenIcheckedthetimeit's06:50am...shitI'm

late.

Iusuallyleavearound05:55togopickMphoup

atresthengotocollege.Howdidiforgettoset

thealarm though.

It'sprobablybecauseIwastiredfrom beating

Reeupandjustdozedoff.

IdecidedtocallMphototellhim Iwasgoingto



belate.WhenIpickedmyphonetocall,the

timewasactually06:55pm.Ihadthatmini

heartattackfornothing.

AfterdealingwithRee.itookashowerand

probablydozedoffwhichiswhyIwokeup

thinkingitwasthenextdaywhileinfactit

wasn'tevenlikethat.

Myphonevibrated.Itwasamessagefrom my

brotherAlex.Hewastellingmetocomehome

ASAPastherewasanemergency.Myfamily

didn'tevenknowwhatanemergencyis.They

cancallyouforpettythingsandclaim isan

emergency.

IdrovehomeandfoundAlexwatchingTV.My

motherwasnowheretobeseen.



"Whatisit?"Iasked.

"Hellotoyoutoolilsis.SoIheardrumoursthat

youaredatingRaymondRandimaandI

defendedyoulikemylifedependedonitonlyto

findoutyouhavebeenfuckingtheguyforquite

sometimenow.Ineverbelievedyoucould

stoopsolowZenia"

"Isthiswhyyoucalledme.AgAlex"

"Soit'strueandyouarenotevengoingto

defendyourself?"

"WhyshouldI?YoualreadyfoundoutI'm

datinghim mos"



"WowZenia.Iexpectedthisfrom Angelbut

neverfrom you.Youdon'tgamblewithdanger.

Thatisjustnotyou.Youhavenoideawhatyou

aregettingyourselfintowiththatRandimaguy.

Youareclueless"

"Am I?"

"Yesmoghel.Youare.Iknowhim morethan

youwilleverknowhim andtoprotectyouasmy

littlesister.Pleaseleavethatguyalone.I'm

beggingyou"

"WhatisitthatyouknowandIdon't"

"askhim aboutagirlnamedZukiswa.Before

youcanaskhim,doyourownresearchfindout



whoshewasandwhathappenedtoher.It'snot

toolatetoleavehim Zee...ifyoudon'tdoitnow

youmightnotbeabletoevercomeoutofthis

relationship."

BeforeIcouldsayanythingmymom walkedin.

"DidIhearyourbrothersayingyouaredating

oneoftheRandimaboys....ohmyGodZee.I

nevertookyouforanintelligentpersonbutlook

atyoumybaby.Youhavedugthegold.Never

letthatguygo"

"Ma.Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Alexscoffed

"Yoursisterisdatingyourboss.Thoseguys

havemoneyfordays.AllIeversecuredwas

yourfatherwhoworksforEskom.Yoursister



gotarealbusinessman.TheheirofRandima's

holding.ThereisnothingbetterthanthatZee.

YoursisterAngelcan'tevengetherselfaman

tostaywithherforamonth"

"Youareunbelievablema"Alexsaid.

"I'm soproudofyouzee...Ithoughtthese

booksweremakingyouadumbassbutlookat

mygirlflourish.Soonwewillbedriving

maserati's..Thelordhaspreparedatable

beforemyenemies.Amenbazalwane!"

IdidntcommentontheissueinsteadImade

anexcusetoleaveIsaidmygoodbyesand

leave.

Iwasnowdisturbedbywhatmybrothertoldme.



HehasbeenworkingforRayforquitesome

timenowsoIguessheknowswhateverhe

knows.Rayseemedtobehavingmore

skeletonsintheclosetsandIwasscaredtodig

them out.

Theweekwasunproductive.besidesgoingto

collegeandbunkingclasses,nothingwas

happening.Ihaven'tseenRayforaweeknow.

Hetoldmehewasbusywithsomedeal.I

wasn'tcomplainingeither.ineededthetimeto

myselftoo.

ItwasFridayafternoon.Iwasonmywayfrom

collegewhenIreceivedacallfrom Kelly.

Kelly:heyit'sbeenaminute.Howareyou.



Zee:Ihavebeenalright.

Kelly:Iwasoutofthecountry.Iwantedusto

havelunchorsomething.

Zee:ohIhavebeenbusywithschoolstuff.I'm

stillabittieduprightnow.

Kelly:whenlastdidyouseeRay?.

Zee:it'salmostaweeknow.

Kelly:Ithinkheneedsyou.Itriedtalkingtohim

butIfailed.pleaseseehim.

Zee:iseverythingalright?



Kelly:welostaveryimportantdealandright

nowRayisnotcoping.

Zee:drugs?

Kelly:somethingalongthoselines.Heis

blaminghimselfforitanddrinkinglikeafish.

Zee:I'llgoandseehim today.

IdrovetoRay'splace.Hehasactuallybeen

avoidingmeforquitesometimeandididn't

realizebecauseIhadmyownproblemsand

didn'twanttotakethem outonhim.

TherewasnoisewhenIgotthere,likemusic



blasting.Peopleweresprawledupintheliving

room.Itwasaparty,apoolparty.Ladieswere

onbikinisandguysworeshorts.Icouldn'tsee

him soIwenttocheckatthepool.Hewas

sittingatthechairwithsomechickonhislap

busymakingout.Othersweretwerking.Itwas

nasty

Whenhesawmeheshovedthegirltotheside

andcametowhereIwas.Iwasalreadywalking

outsohefollowedme.

"Whatthefuckisthis"

"It'saparty.Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwere

coming"Icouldtellhewasdrunk.

"Okhavefun"



"Don'tdothat"heheldmyhand."Pleasedon't

go"

"Ididn'tgettheinvitesowhyshouldIbehere"

Iyankedhishandandleft.Iwashopingwe

couldtalkbutitseemedimpossibleatthis

stage

Iwasupsetallofasudden.Wasitbecauseof

thepartyIwasnotinvitedorthatsomething

hasbeenhappeningwithhim andhedecided

notopenuptomeortheslayqueenswhowere

there?

IdrovetoAiden'splace.



"Haveyoubeencrying?"HeaskedwhenIgot

there.

IexplainedwhatIfoundwhenIwenttoRaybut

Iwasn'ttellinghim thename.Ialwayssaymy

boyfriend.ImeanRaywasAiden'sboss,ifI

toldhim Iwasdatinghisboss.itmightjustbe

awkward.

"Ithinkyouoverreactedinthiscase.You

alreadyexplainedheishavingsomeproblems.

Thepartywasforhim todetox.Weallhave

thingsweusetohelpusduringstressfultimes"

"theguyI'm datingsleepswithhalfoftheJozi

Instagram slayqueens.Maybeeven90percent

ofthem.ican'teventrusthim anymore"



"Theproblem isyouarehearingstoriesthat

happenedinthepastandyouarejudginghim

basedonthat.Rayisahumanbeingafterall

butIthinkhelikesyou"

"What?"

"Iknewfrom thefirstdaythatyouhavebeen

datingRaysostopactinglikeyoudatingsome

sugardaddy"

"Oh.Iwasgoingtotellyousomeday"

"Whatisbotheringyouthemost?Theslay

queenshesleepswithorthefactthatinthe

partytherepmwereladiestwerkingandyou

suspecttheyareamongthegirlshesleepswith?



Whatistheproblem.Youneedtoconfronthim

aboutallthesethingsyouhavebeenhearing

Becausenowyouarehavingtrustissuesandit

mightbefornothing."

"Whyareyoudefendinghim?"

Hechuckled"whyshouldIbashhim?What

chancedoIevenhaveagainsthim?Hehasitall.

Themoney,thelooksandwhateveryaallsee

from him.Bashinghim won'thelp."

"Areyougay?"

"What?"

"IhavealwaysthoughtyouareGay,Soijust



wantclearitytoday""

"WhatdidieverdotoshowthatIwasgay?

Ouch.IsitthekoreanseriesIwatchwithyouor

thekaraoke?.Doesn'tnormalpersondothat?"

HestoodupandIdidthesame.Hisdemeanor

haschanged.

"Let'sproveifI'm gayornot"

"Thereisnoneed"Isaidtakingfewstepsback

tillIhitthewall.Aidenwasalreadyclosertome.

Icouldfeelhisbreathagainstmyface.

"Whynot?.ImeanIdon'thaveanythingagainst

gaypeoplebutthisisaninsulttomemissZee"



Hisbreathonmyskinwassendingashiveron

myspine.

Hewrappedmyleftlegaroundhiswaistashe

startedkissingme.I'm wearingasundresswith

nopantiesonsothiswasreallyan

uncomfortablepositionforme.Apartofme

wantstoprotestbutanotherpartislikeRay

hascheatedonmetoomos.SoIkissedhim

back.

HetookoffhisshirtandIcouldseeallhis

tattoosclearly.Hehadthem alloverhisarms

andhischest.Comingtothinkofit,Ihaveonly

sawtheonesonhishandandneveronthe

arms.Healwaysworelongsleevedthings

aroundme.SoIneverreallysawthem.Iwant

tostopandaskhim aboutthem.Likethestory

behindeachtattoobutIwouldkilltheviberight?



Hecontinuedkissingme.Thescenefrom the

otherdaykeptonreplayingonmymindandall

ofasuddenIwasTurnton.It'slikeicouldsee

Aidenshootingtheguy.foraweirdareason,it

turnedmeonevenmore.Isitnormaltobe

turnedonbysuchcreepythings.

Wewereliketwowildanimalsthatwerekept

apartduringmatingseason.

hesqueezedmybreastgentlywhiledoingthe

samethingtomybutt.Ihadtoadmit,Iwas

alreadywet.hesmiledwhenherealisedIwasn't

wearingapanty.

Hebegantofondlemypussy.Thatfeltgood

andIlethim knowitwithashortgasp.



HewrappedbothmylegsaroundhisWaistand

itisthenthatheenteredme.Hebegansto

thrustslowly,ImoanedSlightly.Hestarted

Pickingupthepace.....Shit,shit,shit.

DicktoobombI'm readytoproposethenigga

onspot!

HestoppedmidwayandI'm lookingathim like"

WTFniggawhydidyoustop"

"Don'teveraccusemeofbeinggayandshit"he

spoke.

Neverinmillionyearsshem!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter21

Zenia'sPOV

Haveyoueverbeentakentoparadiseandback

duringsex?Iknowthat'ssoundscheesyandall

butsomeniggascandoyououtchea.

Aidenlookedatmewithasmirkasifhewas

satisfiedwithwhathewantedtoprove.Was

thisniggatrynaleavemehighanddry?WTF

Ididn'tsayanythingbutjustlookedatwhathe

wastryingtodo.

Luckyformehecontinueddoingwhathedid

best.Afterweweredone,Ifixedmyselfwhile

hegotdressed.Wesatonthecouchcatching

ourbreath.



"Whydidn'tyouuseacondom?"Iasked.

"Igotcarriedaway.Sorry.I'llgiveyoumoney

formorningafterpill.Wecangotestifyou

don'ttrustme"

OfcourseIdidn'ttrusthim butasforthe

morningafterpill,Iwascovered.Ihadalready

startedoncontraceptives

"Doyouwanttowatchaseries?"Heasked

No,I'dratherhaveasecondroundwithyou.

Ididn'tsaythatloudinsteadIsmiledand

noddedattheseriesproposal.



WewatchedtheseriesandIjustcouldn't

concentrate.Iwasreminiscingonsomething

thathappenedfewminutesagobutAiden

lookedtobecopingjustfine.

"Wellwhateverhappenedjustnowwasa

mistake.Ihopeitwillneverhappenagain"I

spokenottakingmyeyesofftheTVscreen.

"Ok".

Ok?JustOK?.Isn'thesupposedtobegmeso

thatwecontinue?Wasmypussythatcold?

Imadeanexcusetoleave.Ihadnothingtodo

atmyplaceeventhoughitwasFriday.Perhaps

IshouldpickMphoupandgoout.



Icalledhim tonoavail.WhenIgottomyplaceI

orderedsomeMcDonaldandtookalongbath.

Isleptearlythatnight.

ThenextmorningIwaswokenupbyaloud

knock.Iwenttoopenandwaskindof

disappointedwhenIsawwhoitwas.Apartof

mewasjusthopingAidenwillshowup

"Heybabes.CanIcomein"RayaskedandIjust

madewayforhim.

"I'm reallysorryforyesterday.Iwasdrunkand

actedlikeaspoiledbrat.SoIfeellikeweneed

totalk"

"I'm listening"



"ThereissomethingIdothatIhavebeenhiding

from you...besidethelegitbusinessyou

know...Im alsoadrugdealer.Iknowthismight

bescaryforyouandeverythingbutpleasedon't

leaveme.Iwillmakesurethatitdoesn't

interferewithyouinanyway"

"Isee"

"IknowwhatIhavejustsaidtoyouisscary

andmaybeyouareshocked"

"Cutthespeech.Ialreadyknow"Isaidwalking

tothefridge.ItookoutthefirstthingIsaw

whichwasabottleofwineandstarteddrinking

it.Therewasnoneedforaglass.



"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouknow?"

"Doesitmatterthough?"

"Fine.Ihavejustlostanimportantdealwitha

clientanditjustputmeoffhenceIdidn'teven

havetimeforyou.Im sorry"

"Cool"

"I'm sorryifIneglectedyouinanyway"

"StopapologizingRay.Igetit.Iacceptyour

apology"

"WellIjustdon'twantyoutoruntoanother

manwhenyoufeellikeI'm notthereforyou.I



can'tstandsharingyou.Uknowitsounds

selfishofmebutGodknowsitwillkillme"

"Don'tworryaboutthat.I'm allyours"

WewentouttoeatandafterthatRaydropped

meatmyplaceandwenttohisplace.Atleast

wedidn'thavesex,Iwasgoingtofeelguilty

aboutwhatIdidwithAiden.Orprobablyscream

Aiden'snamewhileI'm busywithRay.

WhateverthatwasstressingRaymondwas

hugebecausethingswerenotgettingbetteras

daysgoesby.Hewouldtrytomaketimeforme

butyoucouldseesomethingwasbotheringhim.

Herefusedtogointodetailsaboutwhatthe

dealentailsorwhowasinvolvedSoimademy

ownInvestigation.



IbasicallyaskedKellyandshetoldme

everything.Icalledtheguyandtriedtalkingto

him buthewantednothingtodowithmeorRay.

Hewasrudetosaytheleast.Ididn'tevenknow

whyIwasdoingitbutIguessIjustwantedto

help.

SeeingthatIfailedtohelp,Idecidedtoplayit

dirty.IspentjustaweekgatheringeverythingI

wasgoingtouseagainstthisguy.Itwassortof

excitingforme.Iwasdoingsomethingoutof

theordinary.

HisnamewasJames,verybig,sortofscary

becauseofhisphysique.Fridayafternooniset

upameetingwithhim.Itwasn'teasybutwhenI

threatenedhim withsomethingheagreedto

meet.



ThankGoditwascoldthatdaybecauseI

boughtthisothercoat,inabidtomakemyself

looklikeIwasamogulorwhatever.Iwas

dressedupinallblackandthecoatjustgave

methatfeelingIwanted.IhadaskedRayfor

moneysinceIwantedtobuysome36inch

Brazilianhairofthehighestgrade.Hejustsent

themoney.

ThelookIchosereallydidscream 'rich'

althoughTheshoeswerekillingme.

IaskedRayifhecouldborrowmeoneofhis

luxuriouscarandadriverforapartyIwas

attending.Hejustsaidok.sothisguywasgoing

toagreetoeverythingIwasgoingtoaskhim?

Interesting.



IaskedMphotopretendtobemydriverinstead

andhewasmorethanexcitedtotakethejob.I

justtoldhim Ihadabusinessdealtotakecare

ofandwantedtoappearrich.

Wewereonourwaywhenheaskedmeabout

Aiden.

"Whyareyouaskingmeabouthim"

"ThelasttimeIcheckedyouwerefriendssoim

justsurprisedthatyouhaven'tmentionedhim

foraweeknow.PlusItoldyoutosetupa

meetingsoIcanmeethim andtakepictures"

"Heisnotacelebrity.Getagrip"



"Heisinstafamoussoheisacelebtome"

"Shutupanddrive.Wealmostthere.Ihope

thatguyisalreadywaitingatthetableIbooked

sohecanseemygrandentrance"

"Ihopethisbusinessdealhasnothingtodo

withyoucheatingonRaybecauseyouwillbe

ruiningthingsforus.IneverthoughtIwould

everdrivethiscar"

Ijustrolledmyeyesandpreparedtogetoff

Ihaven'ttalkedtoAidenafterwhathad

happenedbetweenus.Hecalledthisotherday

butIwassortofbusytoanswer.Notreallybusy,

butIwashopinghewouldcallmorethanonce

butheneverdidandIdidn'tgetbacktohim and



thatwasit.Idon'tknowifitwasmeruiningour

friendshiporhim.AnywaysIwoulddealwith

him later.Ihadanimportanttaskathand.

Ifoundtheguywaitingformeasexpected.The

seatIreservedwereperfectforhim toseeme

comeoutofthecar.

"Gogetthem tiger"Mphoshoutedfrom the

insideandeventhoughIwantedtolaughIhad

tokeepaseriousface.

"GooddaymissZee.Gladtomakeyour

acquaintance"theguysaidasheshookmy

hand.

"Let'sgettobusiness.Ihaveaflighttocatch"I

saidsternly.



"Ohcool.Ihavemyreasonstonottogivethat

dealtoRaymondandIhopeyourespectthat"

"IalsohopeyouwillrespectthefactthatI'm

goingtosendevidencetoyourwifethatyou

takeoutslayqueensalmosteverynighttogo

drinkingexpensivedrinksandwhatnotwhile

youtellheryouarehavingbusinessmeetings"

"Youarebluffing.stupidtacticsdon'tworkon

meyoungwoman"

Iputsomepicturesinfrontofhim.

"Ineversaidtheydo.ButwhatIknowisyour

wifeownseverysinglethinginthis

business.butifyousayitwon'tworkthenok"I



stooduptoleave.

Heheldmyhand."Let'stalklikeadults.please"

hespokegoingthroughthepictures.Thisguy

lovedactinglikeablesserandhewillalwaysbe

withdifferentgirlsalmosteverynight.Idon't

knowifitwasanaddictionbutitwasnot

normal.

"Ihavechangedmymind.I'm goingtocontinue

mybusinesswithRay."Hesaidpretendingto

smile

AfterthemeetingwedrovebackwithMpho.I

wassoexcitedthatImanagedtoclosean

importantdealonmyown.

MyphonerangandIsmiledwhenIsawthe



caller.Perhapshewascallingtotellmethe

goodnews.TheguydidcallRaywhileIwas

theretosayhehasreconsideredhisdecision

soIbetRaywashappy.

Zee:heybabe

Ray:helloZenia.Whereareyou?

Zee:onmywaytomyplace.

Ray:didn'tyoutellmeaboutapartythatyou

weresupposedlyattendingatthistime.?

Zee:somethingcameup.

Ray:somethinglikedoingthingsIdidn'tsend



youtodo?

Zee:wellIwasjusttryingtohelp

Ray:helpyourselftostayawayfrom my

business.

Hehungup!

Yoh!Yaphelaiphonecall!kwaphelanokuphapha

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter22

Zenia'sPOV



NexttimeIwilldefinitelymindmyownbusiness.

ButIwasjusttryingtohelp.

WedrovetomyplaceandIgaveUbermoneyto

Mpho.Ray'sdriverwasgoingtocomeandtake

thecar.

IhadjustgotintomyapartmentWhenthere

wasaloudknockonthedoor.Iknewrightaway

thatitwasRay.IpickedallthecourageIcould

andwalkedtothedoor.Iopenedandhedidn't

evenasktocomein.Insteadhejustbargedin.

"Ihopethiswouldbethelasttimeyoueverdo

somethingsostupidlikethis"

"I'm sorry"



"StayinyourlaneZenia.Ifyoufeellikeyou

gettingboredatthehospital,callmeandI'll

organiseavacationforyou.Ifyouwanttogo

outtoexpensiverestaurantsandclubswith

yourfriendsEveryweekendthentellmeandI

willmakeithappen.Stopdoingshityoudon't

understand"

"StopscoldingmelikeI'm atoddler.Imadea

mistakeandIm sorry.Itwon'thappenagain.

Stoptalkingaboutitoverandoveragain.You

soundlikeabrokenrecord"

"Ineedtomakesureyouhavelearntyour

lesson.Idon'tlikeitwhenyoudoshitlikethis.

Youdon'tunderstand.youwillnever

understand"



"Makemeunderstandthen"

"TheonlythingIwillmakeyouunderstandisto

stayinyourlaneandletmemindmydamn

business"

"Fine.Isweartonevermeddleinyouraffairs"

Inabidtomakehim changethetopicIwalked

overtowherehewassittingandsatonhim.I

startedtountiehistie.

"IhavemissedyousobadMrR"Isaid

unbuttoninghisshirtbuthestoppedme.

"Ihavetogo.Ihavesomethingtotakecareof"

hepushedmetotheside.



Ouch.

WashestillmadbecauseofwhatIhavejust

done?.Raymondwasnotthetypeofaperson

toturndownsexnomatterwhat.Comingto

thinkofit,wehaven'thadsexinliketwoweeks

now.

Ifeltrejected.

"I'llseeyou"hegotupandleft.ijustsatthere

forawhilestaringatblankspaces.imighthave

satthereforcloseto30minuteswhenIheard

anotherknock.MaybeRaycamebackseeing

thathejustdidmewrong.

IopenedandtherestoodAideninallhisglory.

HesmiledandIsmiledback.Itfeltweird



though.IwasnotasfreeasIusedtobearound

him.Andwehaven'treallytalkedafterwhat

happenedbetweenus.

"Areyougoingtoallowmein?"Heasked.

"Ohyeah.Sorry"

"Soum.howhaveyoubeen?"Heaskedbut

whatIdidnextsuprisedmetoo.

Ipouncedonhim andstartedkissinghim

hungrily.Foramomenthedidn'treturnthekiss

andIwasnowfeelingembarrassed.Ipulledout

ofthekissandhegrabbedmywaistand

startedkissingme.ThankGodforthatorI

wouldhavebeensoembarrassedfortherestof

mylife.



TakingofmyclotheswasquiteamissionasI

waswearingwarm staff.Buthemanagedto

takeitalloffandbeforeIknowitIwas

screaminghisnametothebestofmyability.

Yepwehadsexandonceagainitfeltgoodand

Ididn'tevenfeelbadaboutitbecauseRaydidn't

seem tocareaboutmyneeds.

"Thisisthelasttimeweeverdosomethinglike

this"hespokeandInodded.

"Yeahsure"

Wesatthereandwatchedamovie.Iwas

startingtofeelfreearoundhim again.after

watchingabout3movieshesaidhewas



leaving.

ThenextdayIwokeupandstartedcleaningmy

apartment.ItwasSaturdaymorningandMpho

saidhewascomingtospendthedaywithme.I

haven'theardanythingfrom Ree.Iguessshe

didn'topenacaseagainstmeafterall.However

therumoursshewasspreadingkindastopped.

"AidenandIhadsex"IblurtedtoMphoaswe

satbythepool.

Hesquealed."What???"When?Howwasit..is

hegoodinbed?"

"Wedidittwicenowbutpromisedtostop"



"Ohthatconfirm heisgoodthen.Ihavealways

wonderedhowheisinbed.Ifonlyhewasgay.I

don'teventhinkBongiwedeservehim atall."

"WhoisBongiwe?"Iasked

"Um youdon'tknowabouther?Sheisnoone.

Don'tworryaboutit"

"OutwithitMphoorourfriendshipisover"

"ButyouhavebeenfriendswithAidenforquite

sometimenow.Youshouldknowwhoheis

marriedtoandstuff"

"Married?"



"hahaha1aqqgha Gotyou!

Ofcoursetheyarenotmarriedbuttheyhave

beentogetherforquitesometime.Theyare

everybody'scouplegoalsonInstagram"

"Isee"

"Sorrychomi.Ithoughtyouguystalkabout

thesetypastuff.Doyouperhapslovehim?"

"No...noofcoursenot.It'sjustsexandbesides

Rayisalwaysbusythesedays.SoIjustneed

someonetohelpmeoutinthemeantime"

"IfYousaysoChomi"

"WellIdon'tknowanythingaboutAidenandI



don'tevenknowwhyIdon'taskhim.Yousaid

heisinstafamous,whatdoeshedoon

Instagram?"

"Wellheusedtodocrazystunts.Heisan

adrenalinejunkyandit'ssohot.Heevenhavea

YouTubechannelthatisahitaswell.

"Anythingabouthisparents,wherehewasborn

andstufflikethat?"

"Justaskhim.Heneverpostsstufflikethat.All

Iknowishehastraveledtomorecountriesthan

Icanevercountsoitmeanshemusthave

moneycomingfrom somewhere"

"Isee"



PerhapsitwashightimeIaskhim whohereally

was!

*************

Ray'sPOV

SaturdaymorningIwokeupandwenttowork.

ItwaswhatIneededtomakemyselfbusy.

ZeniawasnotsupposedtoinvolveherselfinAll

these.

Kellywalkedinwithoutevenknocking.Evenif

shedid,Iprobablydidn'thearher.Mymindwas

far.

"Whatdoyouwanthere?"Iasked



"Congratulationsonthejamesdeal.Iheardyou

finallysnatchedit"shesmiled.

"Didyouperhapsgiveouttheinformation

aboutthisdealtoZenia.?Sincewhenareyou

guysfriends.?Youbetterstopthatfriendshipas

inyesterday"

"Itdoesn'tmatterRay.Whatmattersisshegot

thedealthatwebothfailtosnatch"

Thephoneringandianswered.Itwasmy

secretarytellingmeMrJameswasheretosee

me.Itoldhertolethim in.

Kellyleft.



"WhatbringsyouhereJamesonaSaturday

morning?"

"Isthathowyougreetanoldfriend.Weare

goingtobeworkingtogether.AnywaysI'm

goingtobestraighttothepoint."

"I'm allears"

"Iwantthatgirlwhocametomeyesterdayto

betheoneworkingwithmeonthisproject"

"What?Areyoucrazy?"

"LookRay.From nowonIwonthaveanything

todiscusswithyouorKelly.I'm goingtowork

withmissZeeorthedealisoff"hewalkedout.



Jamesisannoying!

MaybescoldingZeewasnotnecessaryatall!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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Aiden'sPOV

"Whattheheckareyoudoinginhere.Ihave

beenknockinglikeamadperson"masonsaid

ashewalkedin.Ididn'treplybutinsteadIjust

continueddoingwhatIwasdoingwhichis

nothing.

"Whyareyoumoody.Areyouonyourperiods



orwhat?"

"Whyareyouhere?Ithoughtyouflewbackto

CapeTown"

"Yourmom saidIshouldn'tcomebackwithout

you"

Masonwasafriendofmine,notreallya

childhoodfriendbutwemetwhileskydivingin

Dubaiandwebecameclose.

"Ifshewantstoseeme,shecanflyoverhere"

"WemissedyouAiden.Thewholefamily

missesyou.Idon'tunderstandwhyyouarestill

hereinthisfuckedupjobandstayinginthis



place.Youcompletedyourmission.Mr

Randimaisdead.Getthefuckoutofhere"

"Ifyouaredoneyoumayleave"

"Ijustfoundoutthatthegirlyouarefuckingis

actuallydatingRay.Whyareyoudoingthis"

"MaybeIlikeher"

"OrmaybeyoujustwanttospiteRay"

"Ormaybeyouneedtoshutup"

"Ican'tbelievehowyourheadworks.whyam I

evensurprised.Youdocrazyshitouttherebut

youjustwanttostartunnecessarywarwith



thoseboys.Theenemywasthefather,heis

dead.Nowlet'sgobacktoCapetownandstop

pretendingtobeanauditor.Youknowshit

aboutthisjob"

"MaybeIlikeithere.Hasthatevercrossedyour

mind?Hasit?Whycan'tIjustliveanormallife

andbeanauditorandall"

"Anormallifehuh?OkI'dlovetoseethatgirl

dumpyourlousyassandthenseeifyouwill

stillwanttolivethesocallednormallife"

"Youarepatheticmason"

"WhatdidIdo?WhenyoufoundoutRandima

wasdeadyouweremorethanwillingtoflyback

home.Sonowthatyouarepussywhippedit's



anotherstory.Youarethepatheticone"

"YoutalklikeI'm inaforeigncountry.I'm home.

ItoldyouIdidn'tkillthatmanandIwouldhave

lovedtoTearhim apartwithmybearhands

though"

"Heisdead.Howhedieddoesn'tmatter.Your

fatherbelievesyoudiditandheisreadyto

allowyouback.That'swhatmatters"

"Toyou....nottome"

"StopbeingstubbornAiden.Stoppicking

unnecessaryfightwithRaymond"

"WhosaidI'm pickingafightWithRay"



"Thenstopfuckinghisgirlfriend.Isthat

simple!"

"Youcan'ttellmewhotosleepwithandwhoI

shouldn't.It'smychoice"

"Notwhenit'sgoingtobringabloodbathand

messpeople'slives.I'm yourfriendandIwon't

allowyoutodothisshit"

"WellI'm notleaving,Mason.Iloveithere"

"Fuck"hehitthetable.

IwasgladMrRandimawasdeadbutIwasmad

Ididn'tdoit.Iwantedtomakehim sufferand



watchhim squeallikeapig.

IhaveneverinmylifebeenhurtlikeHow

Randimahurtme.Thisguywasananimal.The

mostannoyinganimalthereis.Heshouldhave

diedlikeadog.

Irememberthedaylikeitwasjustyesterday.It

wasacoldmorningandIhadjustgoneformy

morningrun.mom anddadwerenotaroundand

sowasmyyoungerbrotherandsister.However

theyoungestoneinthefamilywasaround.

Aishawasjust8yearsoldthen.Iremember

kissinghergoodbyebeforeIwenttojogand

leftherwiththehelper,preparingforschool.

WhenIcamebackIfeltthatsomethingwasnot

right.ThecartheyusedwasstillparkedwhereI

leftit.



WhenIwalkedtothekitchenIfeltlikeitwasall

anightmare.Aisha'slifelessbodyliedinapool

ofbloodwhilethehelperliednotfarfrom her.I

rantomylilsisterandtriedtoresuscitateherto

noavail.Shewasdead.Themonstershotherin

thehead.Twotimes.Whodoesthat?

Iknowhewasjusttryingtoconveyamessage

thathewascomingforusbutwhydidhehave

tomurderaninnocentbaby.Ihaveneverinmy

lifefeltthatweak,Ifeltdefeated.Iblamed

myselfforgoingtojog.icouldhaveprotected

herbutIdidn't.Ifailedher.Ifailedmydad.

Icouldn'ttakeitbutwhenIwasaroundmy

familyIhadtobethestrongone.Mymom was

shatteredwhilemydadwasalsofailingtocope.

Let'snoteventalkaboutmysiblings.



IknewitwasRandimabecauseofthenotehe

leftandIdidseehim withhisgoonsgettingout

ofthecarbeforetheyshottheCCTV.He

wantedustoseeitwashim.

Ihadtohideallthatfrom mydadbecausehe

wasgoingtostartawarunnecessarilywithout

properplanningandwewillenduplosingit

becauseofbeingcloudedbyemotions.

Iwasgoingtoavengewhenthetimeisright.I

toldmydadafterayearortwothatitwas

Randimawhodidit.Butforsomeweirdreason

hedidn'tseem tobeinterestedingoingafter

him.

IwasbusybeingstrongthatIdidn'trealizethat

Iwasdrinkingmylifeaway.Idrankalotafter

mysister'sdeath.InnotimeIwasusingthe

samedrugsdadwasselling,Iwasthrowing



partiesliketheyweregoingoutoffashion.The

lastblowforhim waswhenItookhisjetand

flewmyfriendstoIbizaforabirthdaypartythat

lastedthewholeweek.Themoneywespent

therewasenoughtobuyabrandnewMaserati.

Helostit.

Youshouldhaveseenhowmadhewaswhen

hecametoIbiza.Hewasfuming.Heliterally

draggedmelikeadogandbeattheshitoutof

me.Youdon'twanttoseethisniggamad.He

lookslikehebelongstoISISorhisdadis

osamabinLaden.Hehasnoheartwhatsoever.

ThefunnypartwaswhenIsawhim Coming,I

laughedandtoldmyfriendstorunbecause

OsamabinLadenwashere.ImeanIwasdrunk.

Ididn'tmeanthat

Wellitputhim offandIgotthebeatingofmy



life.A25yearoldmanbeingbeatenlikeachild

infrontofhisfriends.

Hethentookmehometotellmymom thathe

wantsnothingtodowithme.Mymom cried

andbeggedbuthemeantwhathesaid.Iwas

beingdisowned.

Mymom tookmetoRehabandgotmea

therapist.

IspentalmostayearthereandwhenIcameout,

mydadsaidhewillonlyacceptmebackwhenI

avengeAisha'sdeath.Iwasgladheaskedme

becauseRandimahurtmeandturnedmylife

upsidedown.

NotonlydidIrealizethatitwasnotaneasy



taskbutalsothattheassholewaswaitingfor

us.Hehadguardsthatweremorethanthatof

thepresident.

Ihadtopretendtobeanauditorandallinorder

tokeeptabsonhisdailyroutinesoIcanstrike

whenheleastexpectitbutitsortoftooklonger

thanexpectedbecauseitwasn'teasytogetto

him.HeislikeanotherOsama.

WhenIheardthathedied,IwasrelievedbutI

wishedhefeltsomepaininsteadofdyingby

naturalcauses.Hedeservedtosuffer.

MrRandimaandmydadhadanongoingfeud

foryears.ItallstartedwhenIwasalittleboy.

Theywerefightingforterritoryanditjust

escalatedtosomethingbig.



Mymom isasouthAfricannativewhilemydad

isanArabfrom UAE.Acombinationthatisrare

tofindoutherebecauseArabpeoplearejust

crazy.Somymom gotajobwithEmiratesback

inthedaysandmetmydadwhileworkingin

thatcountry.Theybeginanaffairthatwasnot

onlydangerousbutleftfamiliesshattered.

Mydadwasfrom awellofffamily.

Thethingisthesearabguysdohaveaffairs

withTheseflightattendantsandwhatnot.But

whenitisfoundout,theydeportthelady

immediately.Sotheaffairbetweenmydadand

mom wasfoundoutandshewasdeported

immediately.Thebadnewswasshewas

alreadypregnant.

Sohemadeadecisiontoleaveeverythinghe



hadbehindtobewithher.Mindyouhewasa

youngmanbackthenwithabrightfutureahead

ofhim.Hewasgoingtotakeoverthereignsof

hisfather'scompanybutitallcamecrashing

down.Hisfamilywasnevergoingtoallowhim

tomarryablacknonMuslim woman.

WhenhecametosouthAfrica,theygotmarried.

Makingendsmeetwasdifficultandhecouldn't

evengetajobanywheresotosupportushe

starteddealingdrugs.Ican'tsayIhaveever

beenpoorinmylife.Thebusinesspickedup

fasterthanexpectedandwesortofhadallwe

needed.Inabidtohidethedrugbusinesshe

startedabusinessinpropertyandalsologistics.

Iguesshehadalwaysbeensmart.

Igrewupasaspoiledchild.SospoiledthatI

alwayshadwhatIwanted.itwasntonlymy



dad'sfamilythatdidn'tapprovetheir

relationshipbutalsomymom'sfamily.IthinkI

was14whenmygrandfatherfrom mydad's

sidecametovisitus.Alltheseyearshehas

neverseenmydad.Iguesstheymadeup

becauseheaskedifIcouldgowithhim toUAE

tostaythereforsometime.Ithinkitwasmy

dad'sideatotakemetherebecausehewas

forevercomplainingonhowunrulyIwas.By

thenIhadayoungersisterandalilbrother.

SoIwastakentotheUAEandthefirstyear

therewasjusttheworstyearofmylife.Ihadto

learnArab,beaMuslim,dothis,dothat!

Couldn'tevendrinkalcohol.Yesat14Iwas

alreadydrinking.ForthefirsttimeinmylifeI

hadtofollowtherulesandwasclearly

strugglingwithitbutmygrandpawashaving

noneofit.Heruledwithanironfist.Hedidn't

knowIhadsomefewtattoosdoneonmewhile



stayingwithhim.AtleastIbeathim tothat.

Ispentabout6yearsthereandinsteadof

WhiningIstartedmakingthebestoutofit.I

foundoutIwasanadrenalinejunkieandDubai

wastheperfectplacetoexplorethat.

Fastforwardtothisday,Ienjoypretendingto

beanauditor.It'ssomuchfunthanIever

thoughtitwouldbe.I'm lying.I'dratherbe

skydivingsomewhereorracingthandoingthis

job.RandimawasdeadyesbutthedayIsaw

ZeniawalkintothatbuildingWaslikeadayIgot

asecondchanceinlife.MaybeI'm exaggerating

butIjustlikedher.

ShelookedsoinnocentbutIsawherwalkinto

Ray'sofficeandinnotimeshewasmoaning

andIknewthatmychancewithherhasjust



beenblown.Meetingheronthestairswasnot

intentionalbutisawthatitwasmychanceto

beclosetoher,evenasafriend,Iwasgladwe

hadsomesortofconnection.

MasonthinksI'm havingsexwithhertospite

RayandI'm not.Rayknowsaboutmebut

doesn'tknowhowIlooklikehenceIhavebeen

workingforhim forlikeayearnowandhe

knowsnothing.Ijusthopeheisinnocentinall

theseshithisfatherdidtomyfamilyorelseIm

comingforhim andeverythinghehas.

Myphonerang.ItwasmygirlfriendBongiwe.

Masonwasbusyinthekitchenpouringsome

drinks

Bongi:heybabe



Aiden:yes

Bongi:whydoyoualwayshavetobecold.

Aiden:whydoyoualwayshavetocallme.

Bongi:I'm goingtomovieswithmyfriends.I

needR5000

Aiden:sincewhendomoviesneedR5000

Bongi:sincewhendoyoucare.?

Aiden:I'llsendit.Havefun.



Bongi:don'tforgetaboutthatphotoshoot

Aiden:thisisthehundredthtimeyouaretelling

me.Don'tworryI'llbethere.

Ihungup.

"Ihavetogo.illseeyou"Isaidtakingmyjacket.

"Whereyougoing.Ijustgotyousomewine"

masonsaid.

"Zeecalled,Ihavetogo"

"StoplyingthatwasBongi"



"Byemason"

WhenIgottoZee'splaceIfoundherreadyto

takeashower.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"SheaskedbutI

couldseeshewasgladtoseeme.

"DoyoumindifIjoinyou"Isaidbitingmylip.

Shewantedtorefusebutjustnodded.

Imissedher,Imissedhavingsexwithherandi

wantedtojoinhersowecoulddoitinthe

shower.

IknowIsaidlasttimewasprobablythelastwe

willbedoingitbutIlied.Iknowshewantsme



too.Sothefeelingismutual.Anddon'taskme

aboutlovebecauseIdon'tplayforthatteam.I

don'tloveher.Sexwithherisjustgood.

Wewerealmostdonewhenherphonestarted

ringing.Itstoppedandrangagain.

"Lemmegetit"shesaidpushingmeback.

"Youwillcallthem back"

Shedidn'tlistenBecauseshegotoutofthe

showerandwenttoherbedroom.Igotouttoo

andfollowedher.Shewasdonewithwhoeverit

waswhenIgotthere.

"It'sthesecurityatthegate.Heisafriendof



mine.HeiscallingtowarnmethatRayishere"

BeforeIcouldsayathing,therewasknock.

Ohwell!

********

Iwon'tbeabletoposttomorrow....let'smeet

Monday
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Ican'tseem tostopwhateverthatisgoingon



betweenmeandAiden.MaybeIjustdon'twant

ittostop.HesortofcamewhenIleast

expectedhim butIwasgladhedid.Imissed

him.

Butnow,therewasaknockandIknewthatit

wasnoneotherthanRay.Thankstomyfriend

whogavemethetip.

"Canyoupleasehide,Idon'twanthim tosee

you"IsaidtoAiden

"Wheream Isupposedtohide?Inthe

bathroom?"

"Nohemightusethebathroom....justgotothe

closetorsomething.Please"



Iwenttowheretheknockwasintensifyingand

opened.Ihadjustwrappedatowelaroundme.

"Hey...ohsorry.Ididn'tknowyouweretakinga

shower"hesaidwalkingin.

IlookedbackjusttomakesurethatAidenwas

nowhereinsight.

"IthoughtIheardvoicesinhere.Wereyou

talkingtosomeone?"

Iwasjustabouttolieaboutbeingonthephone

whenAidenshowedup.Atleasthewasfully

dressedandyoucouldn'treallytellthathewas

justinashower.



"Hey"hesaidextendinghishandforashake

butRayignoredit.

"Whothehellareyou?"

"OhIgotothesamecollegewithZenia.We

werejuststartingonourassignmentwhenyou

knocked.Anywayslemmeleaveyoutwolove

birds.I'llseeyoulaterZee"hesmiledthen

walkedout.

Raywantedtosaysomethingbutuponhearing

thecollegethinghesortofloosenedup.I,on

theothersidecouldn'tbelievewhatAidenhad

justdid.MyheartalmoststoppedwhenIsaw

him popout.Doesn'tRayKnowhisemployees?

"Whatdoyouwant"Iasked.



"Can'taboyfriendJustvisithisgirlwhenhe

wantsto?"

"IfthisisaboutJamesandwhatever...Iheard

youthefirsttime.Iwon'tmeddleinyour

businessnomore"

"Wellaboutthat....Isortofchangedmymind.I

wantyoutoworkontheproject"

"Youdo?Ohwow"

"Amazingright?Iknowyouareawomanof

substanceZee.Yougotthis"

"IknowbutIain'tdoingit"



"What?Whatdoyoumeanyouarenotdoingit"

"ImeanI'm notdoingit"

"Idon'tgetit.Youwerehellbenttryingtoget

thisdeal.Youweredeterminedtogetit"

"NowI'm not.Nowifyouwillexcuseme.Ihave

anassignmenttocomplete"

"BabejustListentomeok,youwillonlydothis

onceandIwillneveraskyouforanyother

thing."

"Youarefunny...notsolongagoyouwanted

metomindmyownbusinessnowyouare



beggingmetomindyourbusinesstoo.What

changed"

"Nothing...Ijustrealizedthatyouarecapableof

doinggreatthings.Iwaswronginreprimanding

youlikethat."

"It'sfine.I'm notdoingitthough"

"I'llbuyyouaMercedesBenz..anymodelyou

wantoryouwantanAudi?.Justsealthisdeal

formeandyouwillgetwhatevercaryouwant"

"ThereisnoneedRay.Forgetit"

"I'm sorryZenia.Ireallyam butJameswants

nobodybutyou.Hewantstoworkwithyou"



"I'm flatteredbutno.Idon'twantto.I'm notcut

outforthisandyoumademerealizethat.Talk

toJames.Hewillunderstand"

"Hewon'tunderstand.Babeplease.takeyour

timeandrethinkthis"

"NoRayandpleaseleave.Ihavealotofwork

todo"Isaidpushinghim outofthedoor

"Babesjustreconsider"hesaidandIclosedthe

dooronhisface.Reconsidermyfoot.Iain't

doingit

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledAiden.He

pickedonthesecondring.



Aiden:missedme?

Zee:whatthehellwasthat?

Aiden:whatwaswhat?

Zee:thestuntyoupulledearlieron.Doyouhave

adeathwish.

Aiden:itwasmyonlywayout.

Zee:Itoldyoutohideinthecloset.

Aiden:Itriedbutcouldn'tfitit.Didhesuspect

something?



Zee:no.

Aiden:thenwhyareyoumad?

Zee:I'm madbecauseyoudidn'tdowhatI

askedyoutodo.

Aiden:ohsoyouwantedMetositinthedamn

closetAndwaitforyouAndhim toStartfucking

overthere

Zee:whatdoyoutakemefor?

Aiden:I'm justsaying.



Zee:nexttimewhenyoudosomething.I'dlike

toknowbeforehand.

Ihungup

ThewholeweekconsistedofRaybeggingtodo

thedamnprojectandIkeptonrefusing.Aiden

cametoseemeonceafterthatdaybutwe

didn'tevenhavesex.NotthatIwas

complaining.

"Chomiewhatdoyouthinkaboutthis?"Mpho

askedaswewerebusyshoppingforhisoutfits.

"That'sok"

"Ok?Butthisishideous?Hauyoudon'tlove



me"

"Butyoushowedittome.Ididn'tchooseit."

"Youdon'tseem ok,iseverythingalright?Is

AidenstressingyouorisitRay?"

"Nooneisstressingmeboo."

"Youaresoluckytohavetworichboyseating

outofyourpalm.Idon'tunderstandwhyYou

arenotdrivingamaseratiasyetandeating

breakfastatpariseveryweekend"

"Whatdoyoumeantworichboys?Aidenworks

forRay"



"What?Sincewhen"

"Whatdoyoumeansincewhen?'

"WellmaybeI'm confused...thepictureshesort

ofusedtouploadscreamed'rich'tome....well

peoplelivealieoutthereanyways.Sowewill

neverknow"

"Whattypeofpictures"

"Itdoesn'tmatterchomie.Yousaidheworks

forRay.whydon'tyouaskhim?"

"youareright.I'llaskhim"

"HisgirlfriendliveslargeonInstagram.She



drivesapropercar.StaysinaproperplaceandI

knowherfrom homesoIthoughthewasthe

onesponsoringthewholelifestyle...enough

aboutthosepeople.IneedanoutfitASAP"

WecontinuedlookingforMpho'soutfittillwe

foundsomething.hewasgoingtosome

wedding.AftershoppingIwenthome.iwasjust

abouttolockwhentherewasaknock.Iopened

andRafaelstoodtheresmilingatme.

"Whatareyoudoinghere"Iasked

"Am Inotallowedtovisitmyin-law?"

"I'm notyourinlaw"



"OhwellyoumightbeifRaydecidestomarry

you.Soareyounotgoingtoofferme

somethingtodrink?"

"Thereisnothingtooffer.Whyareyouhere?"

"Raycalledmecryingaboutacertaindealhe

mightloseandwhenIinquiredfurther,itturned

outyouwereouronlysaviour"

"Sohesentyoutobegmetodoit?Theanswer

isno"

"Hedidn'tsendmetodoanything.I

volunteeredtohelp"

"I'm notdoingiteitherway"



"Didhetellyouhowmuchmoneywewillmake

outofthisproject?Enoughtosetusupforlife.

Thatincludesyou.Youmightnotneedtowork

everagain.Iheardyouareanurse,soitmust

bestressful."

"I'm notinterestedRafael"

"Willyoubeinterestedinfindingoutthatheroin

overdosewasfoundinmydad'ssystem?Which

onlymeansyoudruggedhim?"

"What?Ineverdidsuchathing"

"Ohthensomebodydidandyouknowthat

personverywell.SoI'm goingtoholdyou

responsibleforhisdeath"



"Maybehetookthedrughimself"

"mydadhateddrugs.Hemighthavesoldthem

allhislifebutheneverwantedustotouchany

ofthesethings.Thatincludeshim too.SoI'm

thinkingthatsomebodypaidyoutokillhim.

Sinceyoulookinnocentandall,thenhenever

suspectedit.It'ssofunnyhowyouareouthere

actingallinnocentwhileinfactyouarean

assassin."

"It'snottrue"

"ThenperhapswecanjustcallRayandyouwill

thentelluswhatthetruthis"

"Pleasedon'tcallhim"



"Hewillbeinterestedinthis.sinceyouarea

nurseyouknewthatalargedoseofheroin

depressesheartrateandbreathingandyou

probablyknewaboutmyfather'sheart

problemswhichiswhyhedidn'ttaketimetodie

andthenyoumixeditwithalcohol...whatan

easywaytostopsomeone'sbreathingright?"

"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingaboutRafael"

Ididn'trealizehewascallingRayandbythe

timeIsawitRayhadalreadyansweredthe

phone.

Rafael:hey...I'm withZeniahere.Shesaidshe

hassomethingtotellyou



HehandedmethephoneandItookit.Iwas

shaking.

Ray:heybabe.

Zee:hey...um..

Ray:whatisit?WhyisRafaelthere?

Zee:hewasjust....youknowwhat,I'm goingto

workwithJoseph.

Ray:youare?

Zee:yesIam...ohandIstillneedthatcar.



Ray:cool...youdon'tknowhowhappyIam.

Ihungup.

"Goodgirl..welllemmego.I'llseeyou"

Rafaelsaidthenheleft.

IhadtofindawayandtellRayabouthisfather

orelsethisguywasgoingtouseitasa

leverageeverytimehewantedsomething.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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What'sistheworstthatcouldhappen?

_____________

Iwokeupbecauseofaloudknockonmydoor.

Theratethatpeoplewereknockingonmydoor

lately,youwouldswearpeopleweregivingout

myaddresstowhoeverwantedit.

IwenttoopenandfoundMphosmilingfrom

eartoear.

"I'm sleepingMpho.Stopdisturbingme"

"WellItoldyoutogivemesparekeys.Idon't

likeknockingtoo"

"Whatdoyouwant"



"LookwhatIgot"hesaiddanglingwhatlooked

liketwotickets.

"Whatarethosefor?"

"Igottheticketstooneofthemostexclusive

partythereis"

"WowgoodforyouMpho"

"Awwbabe.Whyyougottadomelikethis.

Let'sgo,please?"

"THelasttimeIattendedthisthing,I...."Ikept

quietontherealisationthatImightspill

somethingI'm notsupposedto.It'snotthatI



don'ttrustMphobutit'sjustthatthiswastoo

bigforhim.

"Youwhat?Hadathreesome?"Heasked.

"EwwwnoMpho..wellIm notapartyperson

andyouknowit"

"I'llbeWithyou...pleaselet'sgo.It'stonight"

Iwantedtogowithhim butIhadmyfirst

meetingwithJamesthisafternoonandIwas

notabouttofuckitup.

Itoldhim Ihadtogoseemymom asshewas

sortofsicksoheunderstood.Sortof.



Idecidedtohavemybreakfastandpreparefor

themeetingwithMrJames.WhatwasIeven

preparing?DidIhavetoknowthenamesofthe

drugs?.Ihatepharmacology.Ican'tevenstand

givingmedicationinthehospitalsothiswas

justgoingtobeworse.Theybetternotaskme

todoweirdthings.Whatdodrugdealersdo

even?

Mphocouldn'tstoptextingmeabouthow

awesomethepartywas.Hesentpicturesandit

suredidlookelegant.Itturnedoutitwas

Bongiwe'sbirthdayparty.Mphosaidrumours

haditthatAidenthrewthepartyforher.Itsure

didlookexpensive.

WellIhadJamestoworryabout.

Ifoundaproperoutfitthatsortofsaid'Ihave

gotthis'.ItookanUbertothesaidadressasI



wastooanxioustodrive.RaycamejustbeforeI

wasabouttoleave.Thisdealmustbesohuge.

Helookednervous.HethoughtIwasgoingto

fuckitup.Hedidn'thavetotellmebutIcould

tellfrom howhewasbehavingandthingshe

wassaying.Heevenofferedtodrivemethere

butIrefused.

"I'llbewaitinghere"hesaidasIgotintothe

Uber.

Ididn'twanthim towait.WhatifAidenshows

upunannounced.Ihavetoputdownsomerules

forAidenorelseI'llbeindeepshit.

Igottotheplace.Itwashuge.Lookedlikea

castle.Peoplearerichoutchea.Theywere

guardsalmosteverywhere.Thatjustmademe

uneasy.IwasescortedtowhereJameswas.



Ifoundhim waitingforme.

"I'm gladtoseeyouagain.Howhaveyou

been?"Hehuggedmethenshowedmeasit.He

lookedfriendlyascomparedtohowIhave

heardpeopledescribehim.

Thisguydoesn'tknowthatIknownothing

aboutwhatIwassupposedtodohere.

"Socanwebegan"hespokeandIjustfakeda

smile.

Hehandedmesomepaper"theseareour

Columbiancontacts.pleasecallSantiagoand

assurehim thatEverythingIsstillgoingonas

planned.Itrustyoucandothat"



Ican?WhatdidIevenputmyselfinto.Ireally

needorientationinwhateverthiswas.

Someguysavedmeashewalkedintotalkto

James.HesaidsomethingAboutMrKhan

wantingtotalktohim.

"Sendhim in"

IwasscaredtoaskJamesaboutwhatisitthat

hewastalkingaboutbutIheldback.Thefirst

timeImetthisguyIwasouttherepretending

LikeIkneweverythingwhileinfactIknow

nothing.

TheKhanIwasexpectingwasdefinitelynot

Aiden.Andwhenhewalkedin,hedidn'treally

lookwhereIwas.WhywasAidenhere?Wasn't



hesupposedtobeattendinghisgirlfriend's

party?

Iwasshockedtoseehim thereandwhat

shockedmethemostwasnotjusthissurname

butratherwhathewaswearing.Icansee

milliondollarclothesfrom adistanceandwhat

hewaswearingwasoneofthose.

TheygreetedeachotherinalanguageIdidn't

know.

"I'dloveyoutomeetanewmemberofthe

family.HernameisZenia"Jamesspokeand

Aidenlookedatme.Therewasnoreaction

whatsoever.

"NicetomeetyouZenia"hesmiledandshook



myhand.Ohsoheisjustgoingtopretendlike

hedoesn'tknowme.

ThebriefingwentonandIwasnolonger

listening.Ijustcouldn'tbelieveAiden.LikeWTF.

Hehadbeenouttherepretendingtobepooror

whateverwhileinfactherolledwithbigdogs

likeJames.WasInotafriendenoughtoknow

thetruthabouthim?

Iwassopissedoffanddissapointedatthe

sametimeandAidenwasjustoutthereacting

likealliswell.Iknowthegunsthingexplainedit

butwellhecouldhavetoldme.

"I'llemailyouguyseverything"Jamessaidthen

gotup.



Atleasthewasgoingtoemailmewhateverthat

ishewastalkingabout.Aidenwasgoingtotell

measwell.ButIwasmadathim rightnow.

"I'lloffermissZeealift"AidensaidandI

wantedtoopposeiteventhoughIcamewithan

Uber.

Wewalkedtowherehiscarwas,ablackRolls

Royce.HegotinfirstandIfollowedsuit.The

drivertookoff.

"Ohsoyouhavesuchacarbutpretendsto

driveapolovivo"

"WhosaidIwaspretending,maybeIlove

drivingapolovivo?"Hesmiled.



"Iguessyouwillneverknowthepeopleyou

sleepwith,huh"

"Whatthefuckdoyouthinkyouaredoingwith

James.Doyouevenknowwhothisguyis?"He

spokewithaseriousface.

"Idoandstoptellingmewhattodo"

"I'm nottellingyouanythingbutIcantellyou

rightnowthatyouknewnothingaboutwhathe

wastalkingabout."

"Iwastooshockedthatmyfriendwhotellsme

heisanauditorandactslikeheispooractually

hangsoutwithPeoplelikeJamesanddrivesa

RollsRoyce."



"Icanexplainbutwhateverthatyouhavewith

James,pleasestopit"

"Whyareyounotstoppingwhatyoudowith

him"

"YouarestubbornZee.DidRaySendyoutodo

this?ThelastIheardJamesdidn'twanttowork

withhim nomore.Nowthis?Don'tlethim use

you"

"Whyarewetalkingaboutme.Whydon'twe

talkaboutyou.AidenKhan?Imeanthatraisea

lotofquestionsonitsown.I'm outchea

sleepingwithyouwhileIknownothingabout

you.ThatismorescarythanyoufindingoutI

workwithJames."



"Icanexplain"

"I'm listening"

"IsortofpretendedtobeanauditorBecauseI

hadtaskthatIneededtocomplete.SoIhadto

takeonthatidentity.Icouldn'ttellyou.Iwas

goingtoblowmycover"

"Soyoudidn'ttrustme?"

"It'snotthat!It'scomplicatedZee.Rayisnot

myfriend.Hisfamilyandmyfamilyare

enemies.IfittellyouwhyIdidit,wouldn'tyou

havetoldhim?.Imeanyouagreetocarryout

hismostdangerousdealsthereiswithJames"



"Let'sleaveit"

"Ithoughtasmuch"Heshruggedthenkept

quiet.

Ikeptquiettoo.

"Youlikehim.YoulovetheguyandI'm notmad

aboutthat.I'm justsayingtherearethingsI

can'ttellyoubecauseyouwilltellhim anddon't

worryabouttheact.Ihavedroppedit.I'm no

longerpretendingtobeanauditororstayingin

Newtown."Hespokeagain

DoIlovehim?DoIloveRaytothatextent

whereIwouldrantsomeoneouttohim?Idon't

thinkso.

Ididn'tsayanythingthough.Ikeptquiet.The



drivetomyplacewasquiet.Wewerenolonger

sayinganythingtoeachother.

Hedroppedmeoffthenleftwithouteven

sayingathing.

Whatever.

IfoundRaywaitingforme.

"Howdiditgo?"Heaskedthemomenthesaw

meentertheapartment.

"Itwentwell.Hesaidhewillemailwhateverhe

wassayingsoIwillforwarditalltoyou"Ithrew

myselfonthecouch.Theheelswerekillingme.

Itwasgoingtotaketimetogetusedtothis



weirdshoes.

"That'sall?Imeanhedidn'tdoanythingoutof

theordinaryorshowedyouanythingoutofthe

ordinary?"

"Um no...somethinglikewhatexactly?"

"Ohwellnothing.Iguesshelikesyou"

"Whatisitthathedoestopeopleherarely

likes?"

"Let'sleaveit.Lemmego.Ispentthewholeday

watchingTVhere.Igottago"

"Itwasjustfewhours"



IhavebeenplanningtotellRayabouthisfather.

IhavespentsomuchtimethinkingabouthowI

wasgoingtotellhim.Iguessthiswasmy

chanceright?Whatstheworstthatcould

happen?

IwashopingwewillgosomewherepublicsoI

couldtellhim abouthisfather.Thatwayhe

mightnotattackmebutwehadnotimeforthat.

Itwasnowornever.

"Um Ray...canwetalk"Ispokeandhestopped

onhistracks.

"Canwedoittomorrow?"

"It'simportant,please"



"Fine"hesatonthecouchandIremained

standing.

"Promisemeyouwon'tfreakout."

"Iwon't.Tellme"

"Iwaswithyourdadthedayhedied"Iblurted

out

"Youwhat?"Hisdemeanorremainedneutral.I

couldn'ttellwhetherhewasmadorsuprised.

"MyfriendReetookmetothisotherpartyandI

methim there.Ididn'tknowhewasyourdad"



"Soyousleptwithmydad?"Histonewascalm

whenheaskedme.

"No...noIdidn't,Iswear"

"Youswear?Heisnotheretotellusifyouare

lyingornotorishe?"

"TrustmeRay"

"Trustyou?"Helaughed.

"Ithinkyoumustleave.Youarenotreadyto

hearthis"

"youstartedit.I'm notleavinguntilIknowwhat

happenedtomyfather"



"Hechosemethatdayandtookmetoahotel"

"Wereyouhadsex?"

"Ihadnointentionofsleepingwithhim soI

druggedhim"

OkmaybeIshouldn'thavesaiditlikethat.Butit

wastoolatetotakemywordsback.WellIwas

nervousanditallcameoutwrong.

"Soyoukilledhim?"Hegotupandcameto

whereIwasstanding.

"Itwasn'tintentional.Ididn'tknowhehadheart

problems"



"Bitchwhat?"Helaughed.Itwasn'tanormal

laughmorelike'Ican'tbelievethisbullshit'

typalaugh.

"I'm sosorryRay"

"I'm sorrytoo"hespokeputtingbothhishands

onmyneck.HewasdoingitsoslowlyyetI

stoodthere.Icouldn'tmove.Ihadplannedon

howIwasgoingtorunoutoftheapartmentyet

Icouldn't.

Hisfaceremainedneutralbuthewasstrangling

me.Slowly.Itriedscreaminganditwasjustnot

happening.

"I....can't...breatheRay"Imanagedtosay.He



letgoofmeandsatdowncrying.

BeforeIcouldevensayathinghegotup,took

hisjacketandwalkedout!

Ohwell,thatdidn'tgosowell!

********

SorryfornotpostingonthedatesIsaidI'll

post...Igotbusy....happyweekend.Nextweek

I'llbebackonpostingMondaytoThursday...

hopefully

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter26

Zenia'sPOV



It'sbeentwodaysandaniggaain'ttalkingto

me.Ididn'treallyexpectthingstobeabedof

rosesafterItoldhim whathappenedbutI

expectedhim totellmehowhefelt.Likeifhe

wantednothingtodowithmethenheshould

havetoldme.Silenttreatmentwaskillingme

really.

Icouldn'teventellmphoaboutit.Seemylife!

Atthisstageanythingcanhappen,hecouldkill

meforwhatIdidtohisfather.IthinkRayis

capableofsuchwhichiswhyIwenthome.He

couldkillmewhereverhewantedtobutIfelta

bitsaferathome.

"Bosshasbeeninaverybadmoodforthepast



twodaysandallofasuddenyouarehome.

Troubleinparadiseperhaps?".Alexsaid

throwinghimselfonthecouch

"SoI'm notallowedtobehomewhenIwant

to?"

"AllIm sayingisyouhardlystayherefortwo

daysinaroworwhatever.Ijustwantedtofind

outifRay'sfoulmoodwascausedbyyou"

"MindyourdamnbusinessAlex"

"Doyourememberhowyoualwaysscoldme

forsellingdrugsandyouwouldsayIwasabad

person...lookatyounow,datingthe

mastermindofdrugs.Lol"



"Iscoldedyoufornotgivingmom anymoney."

"Isthatwhatshewastellingyou.Ialwaysgive

hermoney.Idon'tknowwhatshedoeswithit"

WestoppedtalkingwhenAngelentered.

"Whatasurprise.Whatisgoingoninthis

houselately"AlexspokelookingatAngelwho

ignoredherasshetookherbagstoherroom.

Mom enteredafterwards.Itseemedthetwo

hasspokenoutside.Ijustgreetedherand

decidedtomindmyownbusiness.

Raywasnotansweringmycalls.Sothatwas

enoughformetostressabout.Angelwasback



becauseshewantedmoneyorsomethingalong

thoselinesbutbecauseIwasMindingmyown

businessIdidn'tpayattentiontoher.

ItriedreachingouttoAidenandhetoldmehe

wasbusyatthemomenttocomeseeme.Days

wentbyandIheardnothingfrom thesetwo

guys.It'ssafetosayI'm single.

'heywannacomeseeyoutoday.Textmethe

timethatyouareavailable'Aidensentmethat

messageandIdidn'thesitatereplyingthatIwill

seehim inanhourfrom now.

Iwasbasicallystayingathome.Surprisingly

Angeldidn'tleavetoo.Itwasthewholefamily

underoneroof.Somethingwehaven'thadina

while.



IdecidedI'llseeRayatmyapartmentsoIdrove

backimmediatelyaftergettingthemessage.I

stoppedbysomeshoptobuywineandsome

snacksandrosesandwhatnot.Weweregoing

tohavesomeindoorpicnic.Something

romanticforthetwoofus.

Igotthereandsetupeverything.AfterthatI

tookabathandworemybestdress.Aidenwas

thereinexactlythetimehesaidhewillbehere..

"Hey"hesaid.

"Ihavemissedyou"Isaidhugginghim.

"Um...I'm notgoingtostaylong"



Heisnotgoingtostaylong?.Afterallthe

troubleIwentthrough.Hedidn'tevensaya

thingaboutthecutesetupIdidforhim.

"Iseverythingalright?"Iaskedsittingonthe

couch.ImeanIwashopingwewouldatleast

havesex.Imissedsex.Sodamnmuch.

"Everythingisalright.Ihavebeendoingalotof

thinkingandIhavedecideditisbestwestop

seeingeachother.

Ilaughedindisbeliefbutlaterkeptquietafter

realisingIlookedstupid.

"Whatdoyoumeanyouhavedecidedthatwe

shouldstop.Shouldn'tyouatleastconsultwith



me?"

"Thereisnothingtoconsult.Whatweare

doingisdangerousanditisyouthatwillget

hurtsothinkofthisasmeprotectingyou"

"Idon'twantyourprotection...youknowwhat

leave!Iknewyouwerejustgoingtousemeyou

uselesspieceofshit"Iscreamedandhegotup

toleave.Itookanappleandthrowitathim.

Luckilyheclosedthedoorbeforeitcouldhit

him.Wellitshouldhavehithim.

Isatthereandcried.WhywasIevencrying.It's

justsexright?

Idrovebackhome.Icouldn'tstandseeingthat

stupidsetupIdidandIhadnoenergytoclean



upthemess.

Iwassopissedoff.Ievendeletedhisnumber.I

gothomeandwentstraighttomyroom.It

wasntevenaminuteafterIwentinwhenmy

brotherknockedtosayRaywashereforme.

Iwenttothelivingroom andfoundhim sitting

withmybrother.Angelenteredandyouwould

swearshehadseenaghostorsomething.

"OhmyGodit'sRay.Rayisthatreallyyou?"She

rantohim andkneeledinfrontofhim.

"Yesit'sme...youcangetupnow"hespokeand

shegotupandsatnexttohim.



"Doyouremembermefrom Taboo.?It's

Angel?"ShesaidandRaylookedlikehedidn't

rememberher.

Heprobablysleptwithher.Youcan'tputitpast

him.

"ItwasniceseeingyouAngel.ThepersonI'm

hereforishere.Let'sgobabes."hespoke

gettingup.Hiseyesgluedonme.

"I'dlovetogowithyoubabesbutIhave

assignmentsI'm busywith"Isaidtryingtoavoid

leavingwithhim.Theideaofhim killingmewas

stillatthebackofmymind.

"ButIjustoverheardyouspeakingwithMpho

sayingyouweredonewithyourassignments.



Gohavesomefun"mymom joinedin.

Shewassayingallthatbecausesheknowsit's

Rayandhehasmoney.IgaveinandwentTyI

hiscarwithhim.

"Let'sflytoCapetown"

"What?"

"YeahImeanIhaven'tseeninyouinalmosta

weeknowandwehaven'tbeendoingfunthings

together.I'llchoosethebesthotelforus"

"Youwon'tkillme?"

Ohshitthatwasnotsupposedtocomeout



loud.

"No...isthatwhyyouwererefusingtogowith

me?Iwon't.Ihaveforgivenyou.Ineededthe

timeawayfrom youtohealandnowI'm fine.It

wasanaccidentandIguessdeathisinevitable.

Itwashisday.Stopbeatingyourselfoverit"

Okthisisweirdbutifheissayingitthen

cool.whydoIhaveahardtimetrusting

Raymond?

Iwentbacktomyroom topacksomefewstuff

andtakemyphone.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouaredating

Raymond...TheeRaymond.Themanwho

makesitrain.Wasn'thedatingKelly?"Angel



saidasIwasbusypackingmystuff.iignored

her.

"Pleasegetme20kfrom him .illpaybacknext

week"shecontinued.

Theonlywaytogethertokeepquietwasto

agreetoherrequest.Iwasn'tplanningtoget

herthemoneythough.

WeflewtoCapetownandstayedatthesilo

hotel.FirstdaywasokbutalittlethingAiden

usedtodowouldtriggersomesortofsadness

inme.

WewereatthebeachwhenIsawthisguy

wearingaredt-shirtthatAidenhaveandreally

loved.Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIjust



startedcrying.Liketearswerecomingoutof

myeyes.

"Babeareyouok?"Rayaskedandthat'swhenI

realizedheisnexttome.

"Ifeelbadaboutwhathappenedtoyourdad.I

feelguilty"Ilied.Iwasnotabouttotellmymain

niggathatIgotdumpedbytheside!

"It'sok.Itwillpass.Ok?."

Inodded.

DespitestupidthoughtsaboutAiden,Ihadfun.

OrletmesayItriedtohavefun.Raywasnot

thetypeofpersonwhoknowshowtohavefun



butItried.

"Weneedtotalk"

OkIsortofdon'tlikethosewords.Whatifhe

foundoutaboutAiden.Itwilldefinitelybethe

endofme.Wewerenowbackatthehoteland

havinglunch.

"Whatisit?"

"WhydoyoualwaysInsistofusingacondom

withme.Wehavebeentogetherforquitesome

timenow.It'shightimewestopusingit"

"Wellwecan'tjuststopusingitbecausewe

havebeentogetherforsometime.Itdoesn't



worklikethat"

"Youdon'ttrustme"

"Wellyousortofhaveahistoryofsleeping

aroundRay.SoyesIdon'ttrustyou"

"Iarrangedwithsomedoctorbackhome.So

whenwegoback,wewilldoathorough

screeningofwhateverdiseasemightbeout

there"

"Cool"

"Ifeellikeyouarescaredofme!"

"Whatgaveyouthatidea"Iasked



"Ihavejustobservedit.ButIwanttoletyou

knowthatthereisnothingtobescaredof.Soon

wearegoingtostartafamily.Youneedtobe

openwithmeasI'llbeopenwithyou!"

Startafamily?Whatfamily?Rayisoutofhis

mind.Heisprobablyondrugs.

"Wellwedidtalkaboutushavingababy.SoI

feellikethisisthetimeformetohaveanheir"

IlaughedandonceagainIrealizedIlooked

stupidthenIkeptquiet.Thislaughingthing

duringseriousmatterwasabadhabitthatI

couldn'tbreak.Iwasnervous.

"ItoldyouI'm notreadyforababy.AskKelly,



Ray.Youguyshavebeentogetherlongerthan

meandyou"

"WellKellycan'thavekidsandIlikeyoumore"

"Youlikememore?Thenwhyareyoustillwith

her?"

"Thinkofitthisway.Kellyislikemyfirstwife

andyouarelikemysecondwifethatIlove

dearly.Youaregoingtogivebirthtotheheirof

thisfamilyandawholelotofotherchildren."

Idon'tknowaboutyouguysbutthisisweird

andIain'tgottimeforsuch!

mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



chapter27

zenia'sPOV

iwokeuptired.ifididn'tknowbetteriwould

sayim pregnantbutiknowbetterandthe

pregnancythingainthappeninganytime

soon.perhapsnotever.

"wakeywakey"Raysaidbringingbreakfast.

"isthisallforme?"

"yes,thedoctorsaideatingabiggerbreakfast

boostyourfertilityandhighfiberfoodsare

exactlywhatyouneed.butnottoworryafter

seeinghim latertodaythenwecanplan



everythingproperly"

ihadnoenergytoarguewithhim soijustfaked

asmile.Raywasbusymakingplansthat

includedmewithoutconsultingme.imeanhe

didbuthewasbeinginconsiderateaboutmy

feelings.Havingababyisnotlikechoosing

whattoeatforlunchorbreakfast.It'salifetime

commitmentandhedoesn'tseem tocare.

Ourtripwasoversoitmeantwewereheading

backtojozi.Wefoundthedoctorwaitingforus.

Raywasseriousaboutthewholescreening

thing.

Thanksdoctortookourbloodsandsaidwe

wouldgettheresultssoon.Wewereevendoing

fertilitytests,imagine!



Talkingaboutthiswholethingwasnotgoingto

workwiththisguywhoactslikeheiskingof

Sheba.Iwasjustgoingtocontinuetakingmy

fertilitypillsandnottellhim.

"Youneedtostoppartyinganddrinking.Iwant

ustohaveahealthybaby"hesaidafterthe

doctorhasleft.PartyingwasnotmythingbutI

lovedmyglassofwineeverynowandthen.

Thisguywascrazy.

Mphodraggedmetosomepartythatsame

nightaftertellinghim kingofShebawantedme

tostoppartying.

"Heisdelusionalthatguy.Whycan'tyoujust

tellhim youdon'twantababy it'syourbody,



youneedtoputyourfootdown."

"Iwillwhenthetimeisright.Let'sgohavesome

funtuu"

Partyingwithhim wasnotlikepartyingwith

Ree.Itwasfun.

Wegottothepartyanditlookedlikeitwas

goingtobelit.

Isawhim enterandIjustfroze.Hehadtwo

guysonhissideandthatjustmadehim look

likesomesortofaking.Theoutfitwasreally

saying'lookatme,Ihavearrived'Andthenhe

smiled,myheartwenthaywire.hewasn'teven

smilingatmebutIfeltit.Hedidlookmyside

andhewasn'tevensurprisedtoseemeor



anything.Insteadhecontinuedtalkingtothe

twoguysandsmilinglikeIwasneverinhislife.

Talkaboutbeinganasshole.

"Ihavetogo"IsaidtoMphowhowasbusy

flirtinghopelesslywithsomeguy

"Go?Whereto?Thepartyisjustgettinglit?"

"Ihaveanassignment"

"Thisassignmentexcuseisgettinglame.You

ForgotthatIam inthesameclassasyou?Itis

becauseAidencamein,isn'tit!Isawhim look

atyouforasplitsecondandthenlookaway.

I'm goingtounfollowhim forthat.Whatan

asshole"



"Stopsayingthingstomakemefeelbetter.We

bothknowyouwon'tunfollowhim,Mrnumber

onefan"

"HeyMpho"aladywhoIcansafelyassume

wasbongiwegreeted.

"Heybongs"

Mphoseemedtoknoweverybody.

"Whoisyourfriend..doesshehave

Instagram?"

MphorepliedyeswhileIsaidnoatthesame

time.Whywouldshewantstofollowme?

MaybesheheardaboutmeandAidenand



wantedtokeepaneyeonme.

"IhaveitbutI'm currentlytakingabreak"I

answered.

"Toobad,Iwantedtofollowyou.Ilikeyou"she

smiled.

Yeahwhatever.

Aidencametotakehisgirlfriend.Hedidnteven

acknowledgeus.NotthatIwantedhim too.But

whathappenedtogreetingpeople?Courtesy?

Thepartywasruinedforme.Idontevenknow

whosepartyitwas.



Iwouldhavelovedtogospendsometimewith

Raybutallhewouldbetalkingaboutis

multivitamins,fibre,proteinorbabies.So

basicallymylifesucksrightnow.

"Areyouok?youseem bored"someguysaid

handingmeaglassofwine.

"Nothanks"

Ithoughthewasgoingtoleavebutinsteadhe

satnexttomeandstartedtalkingaboutthingsI

hadnointerestin.

IwasprayingthatMphowillcomebackand

savemefrom thisguy.Heleftwiththeguyhe

wasflirtingwith.Icanbetrightnowthatthey

werehavingsexsomewherealot.Mphowas



likethat.Mphoneedsprayers.

"Canwetalkinprivate?"Aidendraggedmeout

ofmychairbeforeIcouldevensayathing.We

wenttowhatlookedlikeastoreroom andhe

lockedthedoor"

"Whyareyou......."Ididn'tfinishwhatIwanted

tosaybecausehekissedme.Imoanedbut

thenrelisedIwasdoingexactlytheoppositeof

whatIsaidI'lldoifhetriessomethinglikethis.

Icamebacktomysensesandpushedhim back.

"Don'tfightit"

"Fuckoff"



"Ouch.Youlookedlikeyouneedtoberescued

from thatguy.Iwasjusttryingtohelp"

"Ilikedyoubetterwhenyouwerepoor.Now

youarejustaself-conceitedasshole.Ineedto

go.Openthedoor"

"Calm downzee."Hetuckedastrandofmy

weavebehindmyear.,Heldmychinandkissed

meagain.ThistimearoundIrelaxedandgave

in

Iknowyouwanttojudgemeforthissogo

ahead.AidenandIdidthedeed.Wehadsex,

rightthereatthestoreroom.Andwhatmakesit

morefunwastheunusualplacewehaditat.



"Thatwasgreat"hesaiddressingup.

"Itwasjustok"Isaidthattobruisehisegoand

boy,wasitbruised.Hewantedtosay

somethingbutheldback.

Myphonevibrated.Itwasamessagefrom Ray.

Aidentookthephonefrom myhandandreadit

outloud.

"Thebloodresultscameoutwebothclean.

Thefertilityresultstoo.Im proudtoannounce

thatyouwillmakeagreatmother.ICantwait

forustostartmakingthecutestbabyoutthere.

Ifyouarefreepleasecomeover"

Helookedatmewithariddledface.



"CanIgonow?Asyouread,Ihavesomewhere

tobe"

"MakingbabieswiththatassholeRaymond

Randima?Haveyoulostyourmind.Doyoueven

knowhim wellenoughtobegivinghim babies?

"

"Ido.Worryaboutyourownandleavemethe

damnalone"

"I'm notgoingtoallowyoutomakethishuge

mistakeinyourlife.Raymonddoesn'twantto

growup.Isawhim leavingthehotelyesterday

with.........."

"Withwho?"



"Noone....Iconfusedhim withsomeone.AllI'm

sayingistakeyourtimetoknowhim.Itsounds

stupidandallbutdon'tjusthaveababywith

him.Whatifhewantstousethebabytocontrol

you."

Aidenwaslyingaboutconfusinghwith

someone.I'm prettysurehesawhim with

someoneA

"Justallowmetomakemyownmistakes"

"Fine...youareoldenoughtomakeyourown

decisions"

"Cool.CanIgo"



"AllIm askingisforyoutoreconsideryour

decision.Please"Ididn'treplybecauseItook

thekeyfrom him,unlockedthedoorandwalked

out.

Icouldn'tfindMphoanywheresoIleft.Just

whenIgothomeAidencalled.Ididn'tpickup.

Hesentamessageaskingmetotalktohim.I

ignoredthattoo.Collegedayswereoverandwe

werenowbackatwork.

ThenextdayIwasoffsoIwokeupanddecided

todonothing.Mphocametochillwithhim.He

wasn'toff.Hejustdecidednottogotowork.

"Ihaveahangoverfordays"hesaidplopping

himselfonthecouch.



"Wheredidyoudisappeartolastnight"Iasked.

"Wellthequestionshouldbewheredidyouand

Aidendisappeartolasttime?"

"What"

"Isawhim draggingyou,sooutwithit"

"WeHadsex"

Mphoscreamed"okwait....Ithoughtyouguys

decidedtostopwhateveritisyouhavebeen

doing?WuuuShem?"

HewasbusyscrollingdownonhisInstagram.

Hescreamedagainandthistimearounditwas



becauseofsomethinghesawonhisfeed.

"Whatisit?"

"YournakedpicturesareonInstagram"

Ididn'tbudgebecauseIknewhewasprobably

pullingmyleg.ButIdecidedtocheckanyways.

Isnatchedthephonefrom him.

Ichockedonair.

IcouldhavejustlookedatthelegandIwould

knowrightawaythatthoseweremypictures.I

swipedtoconfirm andtheywereallthereIeven

rememberthedayItookthem.Butin3pictures

myheadwasn'tthereexceptforonethat

showedmylipsandalittlebitofmynose.



"Howdidyouknowthesearemypictures?"I

askedMpho.

"WellIcanseeyourlips.BesidesthatIknow

yourbodywiththosesmallboobs."

"OhmyGod.I'm fucked."

"OkI'm kidding.Ican'treallytellit'syou...but

thisguyisclaimingthatyouexchangednudes

pictureswithhim for15kandapparentlyhe

paidyouforthat"

"What?Letmesee"Itookthephoneand

checkedproperly.Welltheguywhopostedthe

pictureswasknownasMrAyo.Onthecaption

hewrotethatIqexchangedthenudesfor



moneyandIliterallybeggedhim.WhenIswiped

toseetherestofthepictures.Hepostedproof

thathepaidme.Therewasinboxmessages

betweenusthatweexchanged.Heevenposted

myfacialpictureandtaggedme.Ididn'tfinish

readingtheliesBecauseIjustcouldn'tbelieveit.

IfeltlikeIwasdreaming.Ihaveneverspokento

MrAyoinmywholelife.Idon'tknowthisguy.

Thecommentswerethemostpainfulthing

aboutthiswholething.Peoplearecruel

outchea.

"Wellheisasocialitethatlikesflauntinghis

wealthonsocialmediaandhemakesgirlsdo

stupidthingsformoney"

"What?Soeverybodyisjustgoingtobelieve

thatIdidit"



"I'lltrytotalktohim.Thereisareasonhis

doingthis.Didyouturnhim downlastnight"

"Whataboutlastnight?"

"Ohhesortofcameandsatwithyoubefore

Aidendraggedyouaway"

"Thatwashim?...hewastalkingabouthiscars

andhismoneyandwhatnot.Iwasn'teven

listening."

"ChomieAideniscalling"

Ididn'tevenhearthephoneringbecausemy

headwasliterallyspinning.BeforeIcouldeven



tellmphonottoanswerthephone,heanswered

andhandedittome.

Zee:hello

Aiden:whatthefuckam Iseeingontheinternet

Zee.Howlowcanyougoformoneyreally?Of

allthepeopleouttherewhydidyouchoosethat

pigMrAyo.Wereyoushortofmoney?Why

didn'tyoujusttellme.Ithoughtyouwerenot

likethesegirlsbutitlookslikeyouwilldo

anythingformoney.Whyam Ievensuprised,

youaregoingtohaveababywithRayfor

money.Butthisisjustdisgusting.Youare

disgusting.Justbeapornstarifyouarethat

desperate.

HehungupandIstartedcrying.everywordfelt

likeaswordwasbeingpusheddeepintomy



heart.

Myphonerangagain.Andthistimearoundit

wasRaymond.WellIdidn'twanttohearhow

disgustingIam asahumanbeingfrom him too

soIswitcheditoff.

"It'sgoingtobealrightchomie.Illgetthose

picturesoffInstagram.Wewillreporthis

account"MphohuggedmeandIjustcried.

ItisacruelworldandIunderestimatedit.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter28

Aiden'sPOV



YoucanimaginehowshockedIwastosee

thosepicturesontheinternet.FirstlyIwas

shocked,thentheshockturnedintoangerand

seeingwhoshehassentthem toIfeltdefeated.

MrAyoistheworsthumanbeingouthere.He

doesthestupidestthingandyouwouldswear

heisjust18.Suchanoldmanrefusingtogrow

up.

IwasalsomadthatIthoughtsheonlysent

thosepicturestome.Meanwhilesheprobably

senttohalfhercontacts.

Igotmyguystotrackhim down.Ihadtohear

hissideofthestorybeforeIjumpedinto

conclusions.Youcouldn'ttrustamanlikehim.

MeanwhileIalsogotmyITgurustohackeach

andeveryprofilethatwasrepostingthe

picturesorcommentingshit.Iwasjustgoingto



teachthem alessontomindtheirdamn

business.Allthehackedaccountswilllosetheir

picturesandfollowers.

JameshadcalledusforameetingsoIwent

thereinsteadofgoingtoseeMrAyomyself.

Theguysheworkswithwereallheresoitwas

like6ofusincludingMrJames.Wesatinhis

boardroom andwaitedforhim tocomeadresss

us.ZeewasnotthereandI'm gladshewasn't.

Shewasprobablytooashamedtoshowher

face.

"Didyouguysseezenia'snakedpicturesonthe

internetyesterday?"SomeguyaskedandIkept

quiet.



"WhoisZenia.?"Anotheroneasked.

"SheisRay'snewboyfriend.Suchahottie.Too

badshedecidedtosettleforless.Gotoyour

Instagram.Iwenthardjustafterseeingthe

pictures.Icoulddoherontopofmyfridge"the

firstguycontinued.

"DatingRaymeansyouarealwayssettlingfor

less.Heneedstogrowup.Asforyoudoingher

onthefridge,shutup.Youcan'tevendoher

properlyonthebed""thethirdguyjoinedthe

conversation.

"IheardsheisnowworkingwithJames.Sobe

carefulwhatyousay.Shemightbecoming"the

fourthguycommented.



"Afterwhathappenedyesterday?Shewouldbe

toobravetoshowherface.Ayodestroyedher.

Neverunderestimatethepowerofsocial

media"

"Whatareyouguysonabout?Ayohas

deactivatedhisaccount.Thereisnotraceof

nakedpicturesanywhereontheweb.Eventhe

pagesthatreposteditarenomore"thesecond

guyhandedthephonetothefirst.Ihonestly

confusedtheseguysnames.SoIdon'treally

knowthem well

"What?Lemmesee"

"OhperhapsRaydidsomedamagecontrol.He

isabigdogafterall"



TheyallkeptquietwhenJamesenteredthe

room butwhattooktheirattentionwastheclick

clackheelsoundthatfollowedonthehallway.

Andthereshewas,wearingaminitightblack

dressandsomekneehighboots.Theylooked

liketheywere6,7or8inches.I'm notsurebut

theywerethinenoughtopenetratethrough

yourskinifshesteppedonyou.Sheevenwore

alongcoat.Shelookedsexy.Sexyisan

understatement,shelookedbreathtakingly

beautiful.

"HelloboyssorryI'm late"shesmiled

"Boys...thisisZenia.Thenewadditiontothe

family.Zeniatheseareboys."Jamessaidand

shejustnodded.



"Nicetomeetyaall...anywaysI'm justhereto

updateyouaboutwhathasbeenhappening.

ThesalesinCapetownhasskyrocketedwhile

oursremainedthesameforthepastfew

months.Somebodyain'tDoingtheirjoboutchea.

ButnottoworryIhavedraftedsomestrategies

whicharegoingtohelpusupthosefigures.If

youcanjusttakealook"shestartedhandingus

somepapers.

"Readthem throughandaskwhereyoudon't

understand"

"Weneedtogiveittoher.Yaallwereso

relaxedwiththemoneyyouweremaking

insteadofhavingsomeroom forgrowth.Ifyou

failtoupthefiguresinthenextmonthorso.I'm

sorrybutI'llhavetocutdoingbusinesswithyou.



Ican'tbesupplyingmymerchandisetopeople

whoarenothelpingmegrow"Jamessaid

"AnywaysIgotholdofSantiagoandI'm proud

toannouncethateverythingisstillgoing

accordingtoplan.Heagreedtostillworkwith

usandtosealthatagreementofficially.Heis

heretoseeus"

Peoplestartedmumbling.mainlybecause

SantiagoisabigdogthatneverdowhatZee

hadjustsaid.Wehavebeenworkingwithhim

forquitesometimeandhealwaysrefusedto

comeseeus,thatincludesJames.Hedidn't

evenwantanyofustogotohim.Jameswas

evenshockedatthestatement.

"Thisgirlisdelusional.Santiago?Never"some

guysaidandkeptquietwhenSantiagoentered.



Youshouldhaveseentheshockinoureyes.

Wehaveseenthisguyinpicturesbutwenever

thoughtwewilleverseehim live.

"HeymissZee"hehuggedher.

"HeyTiago"

Tiago?Aretheyfriends?Werethesetwodating?

Santiagowasold.Probablyinhislate50'sbut

youcan'tputitpasthim.Drugdealersdates

whoeveriswillingtodatesthem.Thesetwo

wereactinglikelongtimefriends.I'm not

jealousreally.I'm justshocked.

"Thanksforthebreakfast."Hespokeandshe



smiled.

Ag.

From thereonwards,Iwasn'tlisteningtowhat

Santiagowassaying.Ijustcouldn'tbelieve

whatwashappeningbeforeme.Sincewhen

doesZeniaswim withthebigsharks.

"Thisgirlrightheresavedmealotofmoney.

Somethingyaallhasbeenfailingtodo"

Santiagosaid.

SonowZeniaistheknightinshiningarmourfor

everybody?ShejustgothereforChrist'ssake.

Itwasnowlunchbreak.Iwasnothungry.I



wantedtogosayhitoherbutshewasbusy

talkingwithSantiagoandJames.Sheis

probablymadatmeforwhatIsaidlastnight.

MaybeIwastooharshonher.

Isawachancetogospeakwithherwhenthose

twoleft.ShewasnowsittingalonebutasIwas

walkingtoher,herphonerangandshe

answered.Sheputsitonloudspeaker.shewas

busyapplyingnailpolish.Ididn'twantto

eavesdropbutIjustfoundmyselfstanding

there.Shedidn'tseemethough

Zee:heyRay

Ray:Ihavebeencallingyou

Zee:WellyeahIdidsayI'llbeinameetingtoday.



Ray:Soaboutthosepictures.....Whydidyoudo

somethingsostupidlikethat?

Zee:agwhydoyouhavetobringupthenaked

pictures.ItoldyouIdidn'tsendthem tohim.It's

uptoyoutobelievemeornot

Ray:Idon'tknowwhattobelievebecauseIhave

neverreceivedanynakedpicturesfrom you

Zee:didyouask?wellItookthepicturesfor

myself

Ray:youprobablytookthem forhim.Kelly

wouldneverdosuchastupidthing.I'm so

embarrassedrightnow



Zee:ohnowyouarecomparingmetoKelly?

Youknowwhat,fuckyou!Ourrelationshipfrom

nowonwillbestrictlybusiness.Iwantnothing

elsetodowithyou.

Ray:areyououtofyourmind?.

Zee:IhavebeenoutofmymindwhenIwas

datingyou.ScrewyouRaymond.

Ray:youneedtocalm down.Youwillregretthis.

Zee:Idon'twanttohaveababywithyou.Idon't

wanttoseeyouanywhereinmylife.Callme

whenit'saboutbusiness.AndI'llbetakingmy

cutfrom whatI'm doingforyou.



Shehungup.

Damn!

Amessagecamethroughinmyphone.Itwas

oneoftheguysIsenttoMrAyo.

'hesaidBongiwegavehim thepicturesand

toldhim whattopost'themessageread.

Ag!Whydidn'tIthinkaboutthat?Shehad

peoplewhohatedherwhowouldwanttodo

that!ButwhyBongiwethough.?Bongiwewhy?

Iwalkeduptoher.Igreetedandshejustgave

meapissofflookandcontinuedwiththenails.



"I'm sorryforwhatIsaidtoyou.Ioverreacted

andIshouldhavetrustedthatyouwouldnever

dosomethinglikethat.IconfrontedAyoandhe

admittedthathewaspaidbysomeonetodoit"

"Ohhedid?KudostoyouMrKhan.Wewillget

yousomesweetsforthat"shespoke

sarcastically.

"I'm serious"

"LookhereAiden.Idon'tcarewhetherhe

admittedornot.Youcouldhavejusttrustedme.

Sotakethatsorryandshoveitwherethesun

doesn'tshine.Idon'twantyoutocallmeor

comeanywherenearmeunlessit'sbusiness

related.Evenifit'sbusinessrelated,don'tcall



me,callJames."shewalkedout.

"Zeniawait"Icalledafterher.

"Fuckoff"

ThemeetingcontinuedandIfeltlikeadumbass

sittingthere.IjustwantedZeniatotalktome.

Givemechancetoexplainmysideofthestory.

Butshewashavingnoneofit

"IjustwanttothankZeniaforwhatshehas

done.EverybodyherewasexcitedthatGuzman

from Mexicoagreedtoworkwithuswhile

nobodycaredtolookathowmuchwewillprofit

from gettingintobusinesswithhim.Thatguy

madeitlooklikewewillbemakingmoneywhile

infactwewereatloss.Didyouguysknowthat



whenyoubuydrugsfrom Guzman,youare

morelikelytoberobbedofthesamedrugs

beforeyougetthem toyourdestination?Not

onlydowelosewhenwebuyhisdrugsbutwe

alsotakenothinghome.Andyoucan'teven

reportsuchcrimestothepolice.Noneofyou

didtheirresearchaboutthatconman.Thanks

toZenia,shesavedmemillionofdollars.I

boughtyoualovelycarasmytokenof

appreciationMissZee.HopefullyI'llbeseeing

yousoon."

Everybodyclappedtheirhandsuponhearingthe

carbringboughtforZee.Butmostofthese

guysweremadthattheywerebeing

outsmartedbyagirl.Especiallyonewhohadno

backgroundofthiskindabusiness.

Themeetingadjournedandweallwenttoour



differentplaces.ZeeleftwithSantiagoand

James.Theyweregoingtotakethecarhe

boughtforher.

Iwenthome.

IneededtoteachBongialesson.Onethatshe

willneverforget.Confrontingherwasjusta

wasteoftime.Shewasgoingtodenyitlikeher

lifedependedonit.Butwhatshedidwaswrong.

Sheprobablygotthepicturesfrom myphone.I

rememberthedayIaskedZeniatosendthem

andsherefusedsayingshedoesn'ttakenaked

pictures.Ihadtobegtillshegavein.

Itwasallmyfaultthishappened..

IcalledMason.



Mason:Mrk

Aiden:Ineedafavour.

Mason:shoot

Aiden:Bongiweisgoingtohavelunchwithher

friends,anhourfrom now.I'llsendyouthe

address.Shehasatablethatshealwayssiton

inthatrestaurantbecauseapparentlyit'sthe

rightangleforpictures.

Mason:doyouwantmetokidnapher?Because

I'llgladlydothat.Yourgirlfriendisannoying.

Aiden:justlisten.Theseatsareontheoutside

andshealwaysparkshercaracrossthestreet.



It'sanAudiRS8.Aredone.

Mason:can'tyoujustgettothepoint.?Weall

knowyouboughtherthecar

Aiden:justwhentheystarteating,Iwantyouto

freezeallhercreditcards.Shehasatendency

ofbuyingfoodanddrinksforherfriendseven

thoughtheywon'teveneatmuchofit.When

thewaitercomeswiththebillandthecards

decline.Youneedtogowithatruckandtake

thecar.Actlikeyoufrom thebankandyouhave

beensenttorepossessthecar.Sogetatruck

andSomeonetowaitnearby.

Mason:Thisistoomuchdrama.Whycan'tyou

justtakeitbackyourself.



Aiden:wellBongiwedoeseverythingforthe

public'seye.Shepretendssheisrichwhile

infactIm financingherlifestyle.Dothisinfront

ofherfakefriends.It'salessonIwanttoteach

her.

Mason:youowemebigtimeman.

Aiden:ohdon'tforgettheapartment...find

otherpeopletoremoveallherstuffandchange

thelocks.callmeonthebusinessphone.I'm

gonnaswitchthisoneoff.Iknowshewillcall

ThiswasjustthebeginningIwasgoingto

teachheralessonandahalfformeddlinginmy

business.

WhatifIhavelostZeniaforgood!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Zenia'sPOV

Chapter29

Unbothered

______________

Iwokeupwithaheartache.

Apartofmehopedthatwhateverhappened

wasadream butitwasn't.Iwokeuptoendless

messagesfrom Raymond,mymom,mysister,

mygrandmother,mybrother,myexandsome

unknownnumbers.Themessageshadone

thingincommon;mynakedpictures.Even

MaryandReesentmessages.ThiswasafterI

didn'tansweranyoftheircalls.



Itwasnoteventhenextday.Ijustdecidedto

takeanapafterthewholedramasurfaced.It

wasgivingmeheadaches..

Peoplecanstressyououtchea.Likereally

stressyou.

Ihavenevergotsomuchmessages

from allcornersoflife,evenwhenit'smy

birthday.Thiswasafirst.

Mymom toldmeI'm suchnembarrassment

andcomparedmetoAngelsayingshehas

neverdonesuchastupidthing.Angeltexted

sayingsheneverthoughtIwoulddosucha

thingsinceIactholierthanthou.Wellasfor

Ray,hesentalongtexttellingmehow

disappointedhewasatmefordoingwhatIdid.

HewasscoldingmelikeIwas5yearsoldandI

justcouldn'tstandit.Ibrokedownandcried.



Noneofmylovedonesactuallytextedtocheck

ifIwasok.Everybodywasoutcheatellingme

whatanembarrassmentIwas.Nobodyeven

askedifIreallydidsendthepictures.

Exceptmygrandmother.Shewastheonly

personwhosentsomecomfortingwordsand

toldmeitwillsoonbeforgotten.Sheeven

addeda"P.Syouhaveabangingbody".

Mygrandmotherwascoollikethat.Sheeven

suggestedIcometoTembisatobewithhertill

thewholethingdiedown.Iwonderwho

showedherthepicturesbecauseI'm prettysure

shedoesn'thaveInstagram.Iwasthankfulfor

herandMpho.Theyweretheonlypeoplenot

judgingme.

Mphodidn'tleavemyside.Heevensleptover



sayingthatimightcommitsuicide.Iwasnot

suicidalthough.

ThenextdayIwokeupwithnodesiretodo

anythingwhatsoever.IsentRayamessage

explainingmysideofthestoryandhenever

replied.Iwasavoidinghiscallsthough.Iwas

sortofavoidingeverybody'scalls.Jamessenta

messageaboutameetinglateronthat

afternoon.Santiagosentamessagetellingme

hehejustlandedandwouldlovetohave

breakfastwithme.

SoIgotup,tookabathanddecidedtogosee

him.Itwasn'teasygettinghim tocomehere

afterall.HejustturnedouttobeSomeoneIgot

onwithsowell.Istartedtalkingtothisguy

tellinghim whatJamestoldmetosayandwe

hititoffimmediately.Wejuststartedtalking



aboutwhatever.Hesortofjustopeneduptome

abouthisproblemsandwhatnot.

Iwenttohavebreakfastwithhim anditwas

justwhatIneededtoliftmyspirits.Thisold

manwasjustmakingmelaugh.Afterthe

breakfast,Iwentbacktoprepareforthe

afternoonmeeting.

"OhmyGod.MrAyodeactivatedhisprofileand

thereisnosignthatyournakedpictureswere

everthere.Evenpeoplewhorepostedareno

longerthere"MphorantomejustwhenIgot

backtotheapartment.

"Oh"

"Oh?Isthatallyouaregoingtosay.?Chomi



thisisarelief.Wow.Ihopedhisaccountwas

hacked.Heisanasshole"

Iwasrelievedthatithadalldisappearedfrom

Instagram butwellpeopleprobablyhad

screenshotsIntheirphones..butwhateverman.

Mphowantedtoaccompanymetothemeeting

butItoldhim Iwasgoingtobefine.Hedoesn't

reallyknow.whatthemeetingwasabout.Ilied

aboutit.AidenwastherebutIwasnottherefor

him soigavefeedbackonthematterathand.

Jamesgaveusalunchbreakandthat'swhen

hecametome.Apologisingaboutwhathesaid

orsomethingalongthoselines.FranklyIjust

don'tcareanymore.Iwascertainthepictures

werefrom him.HewastheonlypersonIsent

them toafterbeggingmemilliontimes.I



remembertellinghim Idon'ttakenaked

picturesbutheinsisted.Ideletedthepictures

aftersendinghim soheprobablydidn'tdelete

his.Maybehisgirlfriendgotholdofthem or

whoeverwantedtogetbackatmeforreasons

knowntothem.Itcouldbehim forallweknow.

OksalayoIwasdonewithhisass.

Rayalsocalled.Wellhewasn'tapologisingbut

rathertellingmeaboutthedisappointmentshe

experiencedbecauseofme.Heevencompared

metoKelly.Thenerveofthisguy.

SoIdecidedtodumphim.YepIwasdonewith

hisasstoo.Allheeverdoesisstressmemos.

EversinceIstartedworkingwithJamesfor

Raymond.Hehasneverreallypaidme.Iwould



havelovedtobeappreciatedfortheeffortIwas

puttinginandtheworstpartIknewhowmuch

moneyhewasmakingoutofthisdeal.James

wassoimpressedwiththeworkIwasdoing

thathedecidedtopaydoubletheamounthe

waspayinginitially.Tomakethingsworse,I

wasstillwaitingforthatcarhepromisedtoget

me.

IdecidedIwasgoingtotakehalfofwhatRay

wasmaking.HemightnotapproveitbutIwas

notgoingtogiveupwithoutafight.AnywaysI'll

crossthebridgewhenIgetthere.Santiago

suprisedmewithabrandnewcarforhelping

him outwithadealofhisown.

Thingswerelookingupforme.Finally.Idon't

havetodependonamanforshit.

IsentRayamessageonwhatIintendedtodo.I



wasscaredtocall,really.Aboveitall,Raywasa

scaryguy.Ihaveseenhim shoutatpeoplethat

workedforhim anditwasn'taprettysight.

*******

Ray'sPOV

"Wow,canyoueverdoonethingrightinyour

life?Canyouever?"Iyankedthecoffeeandit

fell,thecupbreakingintopieces.

IaskedKellyforblackcoffeeandshebringsit

withsugar.Sheknowsverywell,Ilovemy

coffeewithoutsugar.Whodrinksblackcoffee

withsugareven?Somepeoplecan'tdo

anythingrightintheirlife.

Sheranoutandamomentlateramaidcamein



andstartedcleaningthemess.LateronKelly

camebackwithanothercupofcoffee.Itooka

sip

"Thefuckisthis.Thiscoffeeiscolderthana

cokethatspentaweekinafreezer"shetook

thecoffeeawayimmediatelybeforeIcould

evendoanythingtoit.

IhavebeencallingZeniaandshehasnotbeen

answeringmycalls.Thisisaftershetoldshe

won'tbehavingababywithme,andshedoesn't

wantanythingtodowithme.Tomakethings

worseshesaidshewillbetakingacutfrom

whatI'm gettingfrom James.Thiswasoutof

theblueandIneverexpectedit.ImeanIjust

gotdumpedandafterthatshehungup.She

thenproceededtoignoremycalls.



YesIwasmadaboutthewholenakedpictures

debacleandwhatmadememadwasAyowas

involved.Howcouldshemakemyenemies

rejoiceonmyexpense.Shehasnevereven

sendmenakedpicturesbutshehasthenerve

tosendtothatpig.AyocouldbelyingforallI

know.Imeanhisprofiledisappearedwithouta

traceafterthepics.

IjustwantedZeetoanswermycall.Shecan't

bedumpingme.Irefuse.Kellydidn'tcomeback

withthecoffee.Wellshebetterstaywherever

sheisbecauseIdon'twanttoseeherface.

Rafaelbargedinwithoutknocking.

"Whatthehelliswrongwithyou.Thisismy

house,respectit!"Ishoutedathim.



"Respectit?Youcan'tevenrespectyoursource

ofincome.Wehadaseriousmeetingwiththe

investorstodayandyoudidn'tpitchup.Worst

part,youignoredmycalls!"

"Ohshit!Wasittoday?"

"WhatiswrongwithyouRay.Youknowhow

muchweneedthoseguysandyetyoufuckit

up"

"WellI'm sorry..I'llcallthem andapologize.

Theywillcomeback"

Helaughedsarcastically.



"Comebackwhere?.Theygotabetterdealwith

MrKhan"

"MrKhan?Dad'sbiggestenemy?"

"AreyouawarethatKhan'ssonworkedinour

companyforalmostayearpretendingtobean

auditor?'

"What?Stoptripping"

Heplacedsomepicturesonthedesk.Ilooked

atthem.

IhaveseentheguybutIcan'trememberwhere

exactly.



"Areyousurethat'shim?"Iasked.Iwastrying

torememberwhereIsawthisfacefrom but

nothingwascomingup.Itwasprobablyfrom

work.

"DoIhavetimesforjokes.Thisguywasthere

forareason.Heisprobablythereasonfatheris

dead.I'm notbuyingyourgirlfriend'sstory.We

needtodigdeepintothis"

"okfine.WellZeniadumpedme"

"Isthatwhyyoucan'tdoanythingright?Just

becauseyougotdumped"

"Wellyouwouldn'tunderstand.Idon'texpect

youto"



"IknowyouareveryfragileRaybutyoukeepon

fuckingthingsup.Nogirlwouldwanttodate

you.Kellystaysbyyoursidebecauseofmoney.

Youaretheworstpersonanybodycandate.

Everyweekendyouareouttheresleepingwith

someInstagram slayqueenorinfluencersor

whatevertheycallthem.Howyouarestillout

therebeingHIVnegativestillbafflesme"

"Thereissomethingcalledacondom ,ifyou

haven'theardofit"

"Itdoesn'tmakewhateveryouaredoingok.

Zeniadidwellbydumpingyou."

"Whosesideareyouon?"

"Clearlynotyours"



"Notonlydidshedumpme,shewantstotake

halfofthemoneywegetfrom James"

"Shejusttoldusjameswasgoingtodoublethe

money...okwaitdidyoujustsayhalf?Rayyou

havegiventhisgirltoomuchpoweranditstops

now.

"HowdidIgiveherpower?"

"Bylettingherbelievethatyouareokwithwhat

shedidtoourfather.Nowshehasnothingto

bescaredof.Ican'tevenuseitagainsther.You

weresupposedtoputyourfootdown.

Letherknowthatwhatshedidwasmurderand

youhaveeveryrighttopunishherforit.That

wayshewouldneverdoublecrossyou"



"Ijustwantherback"

(Helaughed)"shewasgoingtocomebackif

shewasstillthoseslayQueenswhodependon

youforholidaysandmoney.Nowshehas

tastedthegoodlifeandshehasseenthatshe

candoitonherown.Ijustgotacallfrom one

oftheguystelling.meSantiagobroughthera

brandnewAMGGLE63."

"What?TheeSantiagothatIknow?"

"YesapparentlytheyarefriendsandheAlso

camebecauseofher.pshehelpedhim realize

thatGuzmanisafraud.Howdumbcan

everyonebe?Alltheyhadtodowasdosome

researchontheguynowZeniaistheheroin



becauseoftheirdumbassesthatcan'tdo

anything.right"

"Oktellmeyouarejoking"

"Iwish....buthowarewegoingtocontainsuch

aperson.Sheisrollingwiththebigdogsnow

andit'samatteroftimetillshespitsusoutin

thecold."

TherewasaknockandbeforeIcouldsaycome

in,shewalkedin.Rafaelgreetedherthen

walkedout.

WhatIhavejustheardfrom Rafaelwastoo

muchtotakeitandhershowingupjustmadeit

worse.Iwantedtoseeheryesbutjustnotat

thismoment.Santiago?FirstlyitwasJames,



nowitwashim.Whatwasshegivingthese

people?.BeinginSantiago'sgoodbooksmeant

youwillgofarinthisbusiness.Howdidshe

managetogetthere?.

"HelloRay"shegreeted.ShelookedgoodIhad

toadmit.

"HelloZenia"

"Iheardyouwantedtoseeme"shesmiled.

DoIaskaboutSantiago?OrdoItalkaboutour

relationship?

"I'm sorryfornottakingyoursideafterthe

pictureswerepublished.I'm suchalousy



boyfriend"

"Exboyfriend"

"Can'tweworkthisout.Ipromisetobeabetter

boyfriend.Ifthereissomethingyouarenot

happyabout,let'ssitdownandtalkaboutit.

Evenifit'ssomethingKellydid"

"Iwon'tbeanyman'shalftime,sparetimeor

sometimes.Sodon'twastemydamntime.Bye

Ray"

shewalkedout!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter30



Aiden'sPOV

Masoncamethenextdaytotellmewhat

transpired.Heeventookavideoforme.You

shouldhaveseenhowdesperateBongiwewas.

Itwassadactuallybutshebroughtitallto

herself.WhatshedidtoZeniawastwotimes

worsethanwhatIdidtoher.

"Ineedmypaymentbro.Yourgirlfriendwastoo

much.shedraggedmebymyleginabidtostop

mefrom towingthecar.Thiswholethingturned

outtobemoredramaticthanIthought.She

evenfoughtwiththerestaurantstaff..she

almostgotarrested.Herfriendswerenoteven

helpingher.Theywerebusytakingvideos.Fake

friends"

"Servesherright.AtleastIhelpedrealizedwho



therealfriendsareinherlife"

"Youareheartless.AnywayswhatshouldIdo

withthecar.Areyougivingheraweek

probationorwhat?"Masonasked

"No..sellit"

"What?"

"DidIstutter?"

"Okboss.Considerthecarsold.It'sgoingtobe

hardonherconsideringtheamountoftimeshe

spendsonlinebraggingaboutthecarandthe

apartmentandthevacationsandwhatnot.Are

youdumpingherorwhat'shappening?"



"WellI'm notdumpingherbutfrom nowonI'm

notdoinganythingforher"

"ohthat'sweirdbutok.Let'sseeifshewillstick

aroundforthat.Yourgirlfriendismaterialistic"

"Sayswho?'

"Meandher250kInstagram followers"

"Thanksfordoingthis.IknewIcanalways

countonyou."

"Surebro.Herearethekeystotheapartment"

hehandedmethekeysandsaidhehad

somewheretobe.



JustwhenMasonleft,bongiwalkedinwithout

evenknocking.

"Howcouldyoudothistome?Doyouknow

howhumiliatingyesterdaywasfor"

"HellotoyoutooBongiwe"

"MylifeisruinedAiden.Peopletookvideosand

postedthem onlineandnoweverybodyis

Laughingatme"

"Doesithurt?"

"Whywouldyouevenaskmesuchastupid

question?"



"WellI'm askingbecauseyoudidn'tConsider

Zenia'sfeelingswhenyouleakedhernaked

picturesonline"

"What?"

"Don'tactdumbwithme.Ayotoldme

everything"

"Heislying.Iwouldnever"

"Ohok"

"I'm sorryAiden.IjustgotmadwhenIfound

outyouweresleepingwithherandthenI

overreacted.Itwasn'tmyintentiontodo



somethinglikethattoher"

"itwasn'tmyintentiontotakethecartoobutI

guessit'slife"

"Aidenpleasereconsider.Ibegofyou.Orjust

letmekeeptheapartment.Justtheapartment."

"Wellthedamagehasbeendoneandwhatyou

didtoZeniadeservethetypeofpunishment

youaregetting."

"Aidenplease"

"Beggingwon'thelpeitherway.Ihavemadeup

mymind.Youjust.needtogobacktoyourold

apartmentandlivelifethewayyouweredoing



whenIfoundyou."

ShekneltdownbutIignoredherandwalkedout.

**********

Zenia'sPOV

"AaaàaaaaahohmyGod.OhmyGod.Isthis

reallyhappening"MphoshoutedasIstepped

outofmybrandnewcar.Ievenboughtanew

uniform togowiththenewcar.

WeWereallocatedatthesameclinicsoIcame

torestopickhim up.Hewaswaitingforme

outsideprobablywaitingfortheTSIandwhenI

gotoutofmynewbaehescreamedlikeamad



personAndthenhedidtheunthinkable,he

fainted.Heliterallyfellontheground.Some

andthisotherguyrantohim.

"Tellmethisisnotadream.Thatcar.isyours.

Isthatcaryourschomi?"Hesaidopeningone

eye.

TrustMphotobethatdramatic.

"It'sallmineandwearegoingtoberidingon

it."

Hescreamedagain.

"Howdidyoudoit.Youarethemotherof

securingbags.Youhavesecuredthemost



unattainablebagofalltimes.WowIunderrated

you.Youshowedmeflames.Thatcaris

flames.....Ican'tbreathe."

"It'sjustacar."Iscoffed

"What?It'sjustawhat?Ewwwwmoghelthatis

notjustacar.It'samachineandahalf.Some

ofuswillworkourwholelifeandstillwont

affordit...evenwhenit'sold.Sohowdidyoudo

it.WasitthemonkeystylethatmadeRay

decidetobuythat....waitwasitAiden?"

"Getinthedamncar.Wegoingtobelate"

"ThankyouLordforBringingthisfriendinmy

life."Heshoutedbeforehegotinthecar.Now

alleyeswereonus.EvenReeandMarywere



justlookingatus.Ithinktheyweregoingtothe

clinicaswell.

Mphowasexcited...moreexcitedthanIwas.He

couldn'tstoptakingselfiesandheinsistedthat

Ipostmypicturewiththecar.Afterwhat

happened,Ihadnodesiretobeactiveon

Instagram nomore.butsincehecouldn'tkeep

quietaboutit,Iposted.Theverysamepeople

whowerecallingmenamesbecauseofthose

nakedpictureswerethefirstonestowrite

congratulations.Talkaboutdoublestandards.

AttheclinicIgotdelegatedtodofamily

planning.Mphocametobewithme..hewas

supposedtobedoingchronicillnesses.

"Thatsisterwillmanage.I'm justastudenthere

afterall"hesaidafterIaskedwhyhewas



followingme.

Familyplanningdidn'teventakethatlong.The

clinicwasoutofstockwithalmosteverything.

Weonlyhadnur-isterateandnordettepills.

"Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'thavePetogen

injection.Ihavebeencominghereeverytime

formyshot..nowallofasuddenyoudon'thave

it.Youguysloveactinglikethisisyour

medications.It'sagovernmentmedications.

Giveittous.Itdoesn'tbelongtoyourmom"

somewomanstartedfightingwithuswhenwe

toldherthatwehadrunoutofthethreemonths

injection.

Likeeveryoneelsewegaveheranoptionto

switchtotheonewehaveorusethepillstillwe

getthestockbutshewasnothavinganyofit.



Weeventoldhertogotothepharmacyorany

otherclinicthatmighthaveitbutitdidn'thelp.

IswearIhaveabadluckwithpeopleaccusing

meofhidingmedications.

"Awema!Whydoyouthinkwewouldhide

injections.Mommywehaveotherpatients

waitingsoifyoudon'tmind.Youcangoshout

atusoutside"Mphosaidopeningthedoor.

"I'm notgoinganywheretillyoutakeitout.

Nisile"

Seeingthatthiswasnotgoingtoendwell.I

calledthemanagertosortitout.Shesortedit

outwiththewoman.Wedecidedtogofortea.



WewereabouttogoforteawhenMarywalked

in..Ididn'tevenknowshewasinthesameclinic

asusorwasshe.?

"IwasjustaroundsoIthoughtIshouldcome

andsayhi"shesaid

"Areyounotsupposedtobeatwork?"Iasked.

"Thesisterletmegoearly.Anywayswhereare

youguysgoing....ohI'llgowithyouguys"

Shedidn'tevenwaitforustotellherwherewe

weregoing.

"Idon'ttrusther"Mphowhisperedaswe

walkedtothecar.



"Wedrovetothemallandshecouldn'tstop

complimentingthecar.Shewentandon.

ThelasttimeIcheckedMarywasbestieswith

Ree.Anywaysasikholapho.

Shecouldn'tstoptalkingabouthowshemissed

ourfriendshipblahblahblah.Iwasn'tsaying

much.

"OhandIdidaboobjobinLosAngeles.It

costedmeabout90k"sheflashedtheboobsto

us.Shewasnotwearingabra.

"Ohwow.Congratulations"honestlyIwas

shocked.Marywasneverthatpersonwhoyou

wouldeverthoughtwoulddosuchathing.I

meanshesortofcriticizedthiswholetypeof

lifestyle.



"Thanks."

"Letmefeelthem"Mphosaidtouchingthe

boobs.

"Naweyoucanfeelthem too.Theyarereal"

shetookmyhandandplaceditontheboob.

"I'm goingtohaveatummytucknext"she

smiled.

Whatevershewasdoingwaspayingher

enoughmoney.90kboobs?,nowsheistalking

abouttummytucks.Moghelislivingthedream.

Handsdown.



MphowenttobuythefoodwhileMaryandI

remainedinthecar.Shewasgoingonandon

aboutpartiesandhostingandwhatnot.

"Youmom calledmelastweekcomplaining

thatyouhaven'tbeengivinghermoneyor

whatever"

"Whywouldshecallyou"

"Ohincaseyouforgot.Weusedtobestudy

buddiesandyougavehermynumbers,

so....anywaysshesaidyourphonewasoff"

"I'llcallher"

"Sheisalsocomplainingabouttheleakingroof.



Soperhapstummytuckcanwaitandyoucan

justfixthehouseinthemeantime"

"Whatareyou?DrPhil?"

"YouknowIcareaboutyou.Wemayhave

fallenoutasfriendsbutyourfamilywasallyou

evertalkedabout.Youusedtotellmehowyour

motherwasstrugglingtoraisethose4kidsand

youwerenowthebreadwinnerandwhatnot.I

knowyourfamily'ssituation.Sinceyoumaking

alotofmoneywhydon'tyoufixthehouse"

"NobodyistellingyounottobuyanAMGbut

fixthehouse"

"Don'tcomparemysituationwithyours.Allim

Sayingisdotherightthing.Ithasalwaysbeen



yourdream toextendthathousesowhatis

stoppingyounow.90kwouldhavedonea

properjobatthat"

"OhsoyoumadIgotbiggerandsexierboobs

thanyours.Isthiswhatitisallabout?Justask

fortheaddressandI'llgiveyoudirectiontogo

seethatdoctor.stopbeingjealous"shestormed

outofthecar.

Iwasjusttryingtohelp!

"Andthen?WhathappenedwhileIwasgone"

Mphoaskedashegotin

"Longstory"



"Goodriddance.Shewasprobablysentasa

spy."

"Ifeelsorryforher.Sheprobablydoesn'tknow

whatsheisdoinghey.

"OkmotherTheresa.ThatgirlhasanIDanda

Passport.Shedefinitelyknowswhatsheis

doing."

Ourfirstweekattheclinicwasproper.We

basicallydidfamilyplanningthewholeweek

andavoidedtheothers.Immunizationwasthe

worstbecauseijustdidn'tlikehearingkidscry.

Itdrainsme.

WiththemoneyIgotfrom mycut.Idecidedto

saveit.Iwasplanningtobuymyselfaproper



house.Ificouldsaveforfivemonthsorsothen

I'm prettysureI'llgetmyselfaproperhouse

cash.Itwasquitealotofmoney.

Igavemymom theTSIbutinsteadofbeing

thankful,shewastellingmeitwouldhavebeen

betterifIgavehertheAMG.Imean....

Lemmenotsayanythingfurther.

ShitstartedtohitthefanwhenIstartedgetting

morethan10callsperday.Itwasallbusiness

calls.Iwasbeingtoldaboutpackagesthat

wentthewrongwayortheonesthatwere

missingorthemoneythatwasnotenoughor

unaccountedfor.Idon'tknowwhodiedand

mademeCEOofthisdrugthingbecausewow....

Itwastoomuch.



Idon'tevenremembertellinganyoftheseguys

thatIwasgoodwiththesethings.Ijustdid

someprofitanalysisforthem andhelped

SantiagowithGuzman.Ijustgotluckywith

Guzman'sinformationhonestly.Ihappenedto

talktothisguywhoworkedforhim andhetold

meeverything.

Atthisstageimmunizingchildrenwasmuch

betterthanthis.iwouldevenlistentopeople

tellingmeaboutflueverytwoseconds.Itwas

betterthanthis.

SowhenIinquirewhyIwasbeingcalledabout

thepackages,IgottoldtheywereRay's

packagessoIwassortofinvolved.

Goshthisistiring.



Ibookedavacationrightway.ItwasallI

neededsoItookMphowithme.Hewasbeyond

excited,asexpected.Hopefullyhewasgoingto

liftmyspiritsupbecauseIwastired.

SowegottotheMaldives...yesyouheardright.

Agirldeservesomeluxuriousvacationafter

spendingaweekgivinginjectionaandworrying

aboutpackagesthatdumbpeoplecouldn't

handle.

Wegottoourvillasandwenttotakepictures

rightaway.

Wehaven'teventooklike10pictureswhena

WhatsAppvideocallcamethrough.Itwas

James.



IwascontemplatingwhetherIshouldansweror

not.Letmejusthearwhathewantedtosay.So

Ianswered.

"Whereareyou?"Heasked.

Notevenahello.

"I'm intheMaldives."

"Ohgreat.Therearetwotrucksmissingand

youwerethelastpersontotalktothedrivers

socomebackhomeNow"

Hehungup.



Whathadjusthappened?Whydidn'theeven

sayplease.....that'snotevenimportantright

now.Ihavejustbeenorderedtogobackhome

andithurts.IjustgottotheMaldiveslikean

houragoguys.Ifeellikecryingrightnow.

Maybeit'sajoke.

Mphowasnowbusytakingselfiessohedidn't

evenseethatIwasonthevergeofcrying.

DoIgobackorpretendlikeIdidn'thearhim.

BathimindthebusinessthatpayssoIguessI

needtomindthisone.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter31



Zenia'sPOV

"Chomiwhyokareostressed.What'sgoing

on?"Mphobroughtmebacktoreality.Ofcourse

IwasstressedbutIjustdidn'twanttotellhim

what'sgoingon.

"NahI'm fine"Ifakedasmile.AtthispointI'm

thinkingofnotgoingback.HowcanIjustlose

allthemoneythatIspentherejustbecause

someoneisnotdoingtheirjobright?.

Irefuseshame.!Whatevertheconsequences

maybe,I'lldealwiththem whenIgetthere.

PeoplebeenstressingmesodamnmuchI

mightevencollapse.

WellmaybeIshouldjustgoback.Ihonestly



don'tknowwhatI'm dealingwithhere.People

didn'treallydescribeJamesasaniceguyso

whoam Ikidding?

IsuspectRayisbehindthis.Heisprobably

sabotagingmesothatIgiveeverythingupand

runbacktohim lookingforhelp.

Myphonerangagain.itwasaWhatsappvoice

callfrom Aiden.

Isighed.

Zenia:hello

Aiden:hey.IheardyouareintheMaldives.

Zenia:youheardright.



Aiden:I'm justheartbrokenInevergottold.

Zenia:ohgetwellsoon

Aiden:whydoyouhavetobesocold?

Zenia:whydoyouhavetocallme?

Aiden:okwell...IwaswithJameswhenhe

calledyousoIjustwantedtoletyouknowthatI

tookcareoftheproblem.Youdon'thaveto

comeback.

Zenia:what?



Aiden:it'snobigdeal...enjoyyourholiday

Hehungup.

Mphocamerunningwithhiscellphone.Iknow

hewasgoingtoshowmesomethingfrom

Instagram orwhatever.

"AidendumpedBongiwe"hesaidexcitedly.

"Ohok'

"That'sallyougoingtosay?"

"Whatam Isupposedtosay?Andhowdidyou

findout.?"



"Bongipostedapicturewithalongasscaption

aboutbreakingupwithAidenblahblahblah.I

knowshelies...apparently....wellthereisa

videowhereBongi'scarwasbeingtowedaway

andhercreditcarddeclinedandshecouldn't

payarestaurantbill."

"Why?'

"Soyoudidn'tseethevideo?Awwwmara

chomi.Whyunje?Itsbeentrending.Anyways

oneofherclosefriendsaidthatAidenfound

outthatsheistheonewholeakedyournaked

picturesandhegotmadhencehetookaway

thecar,theapartmentandfrozehercards."

"Oh"



"Oh?Aidenistheonewhohackedallthose

accountsthatpostedthatnonsense.Including

MrAyo's.Thisjustmakeshim hotter.ButYou

knewright?"

"Yeah...yeahIknew.Hetoldme"Ilied.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmethough.NowIgetto

hearoldnews.SometimesIwonderifyouare

reallymyfriend"

"YourskinnyassisatMaldives?Doyoustill

wonder?"

"Nochomi...Iloveyoutothemoonandback.

Bongigotwhatshedeserved"hehuggedme

from theback.



MaybeIshouldcallAidenandthankhim forall

thathehasdoneforme.Iwouldhavebeenina

planetoSAbutthankstohim,I'm stillhereto

enjoymyholiday.Alittlegratitudeneverhurt

nobody.I'lldoitwhenIseehim though.

Rightnowitwasallaboutthevacaycay.After

spendingfouramazingnightsthereitwastime

forustoleave.Sad,Iknow.Butwehadtoleave.

WhenIlandedinSA.Igottomyapartmentand

freshnedupanddecidedtogoseeAiden.We

gotthereinthemorning.Ihadtocallhim first

becauseIdidn'tevenknowwherehewas

staying.Wellhewasbusyplayinggolfwith

someguyattheestate.



TheycontinuedplayingasifIwasn'teventhere.

Itlookedlikeabusinessmeeting...youknowthe

stuffrichpeopledo...discussingbusinessover

agolfgame.boring.

Afterhewasdonewewenttohishouse.

"Howwasthetrip.Didyouhavefun?"Heasked

aswewalkedin.Itwasquiteaniceplace.Very

nice.

"YeahIdid..thanks."

"Good"

"Soum...Icametothankyouforwhatyoudid

whileIwasawayandtheAyosaga.Thanks"



"It'snotabigdeal.Anythingforyou"hepoured

whatlookedlikeawhiskeyandhandedmea

glass.

"nothanks"

"Haveyoueverthoughtaboutleavingthis

businesswhileit'sstillEarly?"

"Youwantmetowalkawayfrom allthese?"

"Yesexactly"

"Why?"



"Doyouevenhavetoask.Youarenotcutout

forthis.Thisistoomuchforyouandit'sjust

thebeginning.Leaveplease.I'lltalktoJames

sohecanallowRayback.Youdon'thaveto

carryhisburden"

"It'snotaburden"

"Youarestillstudying.Youhavealotinyour

plate.Thiswilljuststressyou.Youstillyoung

forthis.Younevergrewupinafamilythatdoes

thiskindathing.Youdon'tknowtheconsandI

canassureyou,Theyoutweighthepros.People

getkilledinthisbusinesslikeit'sanormalthing

todo.Youarenotreadyforthat"

"Youdon'tknowwhatI'm readyandnotready

for"



"IthinkIhaveanidea.Thelittletimewespent

togetherIsawhowfragileyouwere.Look......."

hecametowhereIwasstandingandstoodso

closethattherewasnospaceleftbetweenus.

Hecuppedmychin."Letmetakecareofyou.I

willtakecareofyou.Justletitgo.I'llprovide

youwithallthetripsyouwantinlifeorallthe

expensivebrandsyouwouldwanttowear.You

willhavethelatestLouisVuittonlimitededition

handbagsdeliveredtoyourdoorstepor

whateverbrandthatyouwant.Youwilldrivethe

latestcaronthemarketandflyprivatejet.Just

letmetakecareofyou"

Hekissedme.Thekissbecomesoheatedand

hereachedformyboobs.Iknowwherethis

wasgoingsoIstoppedhim.



"What?"HeaskedclearlypissedoffthatI

stoppedourlittleparade.

"Wellwecan'tbegoingbackandforthwiththis.

It'stiring"

"Iknow"

"Solet'sdateanddotherightthing.Notjust

useeachotherforsex"Iblurtedout

"Igetyou...Ireallydobutrightnowit'sjustnot

therighttimeformetobeinarelationship.I

justgotoutofoneandbesidesthatRaywon't

letsleepingdogslie.Hewillcomeafterusifhe

everfindsoutwedating"hesteppedbackand

tookaseatonthecouch.



"Whyareyousoconcernedabouthim?It's

alwaysRaythisandRaythat"

"im Protectingyouhere"hetookthewhiskey

thathehasofferedmeearlieronandgulpedthe

contents.

"Idon'twantyourprotectionAiden.Ican

protectmyselffrom him ifthat'swhatyouare

worriedabout"

"IlikeyouZee.Don'tgetmewrong.Ido.I

just...."

"youknowwhatStop.Forgetaboutit"Iwalked

out.



HecalledaftermebutIdidn'tstop.

IhavejustbeenrejectedandrightnowIwish

theearthcouldopenandswallowme.Thiswas

myfirsttimetryingtogetaguytodatemeand

wellitdidn'tgosowell.WhatwasIeven

thinking.?

Itdoesn'tmakesense.Howcanhesayhe

wantstotakecareofmebuthedoesn'twantto

dateme.Am Inotgoodenoughtobecalledhis

girlfriend.Nxaphelahecanjustwakeupthe

nextdayanddropmelikeahotpotato.The'I'll

takecareofyou'willjustflyoutofthewindow

likethat.Peopledothat.Allthedamntime.You

knowwhatI'm goingtotakecareofmyself.



Theseguysjustdon'twantawomanstanding

uptothem ortryingtobeintheirlevel.They

wantsomeonetheycantakecareofsomeone

whowillaskthem forthingssotheyfeel

superior.TheirEgoisjusttoobigorHejust

doesn'twanttodateme.It'sthat'ssimple.

Ifinallyfoundanicerapartmentanddidn't

wastetimemovingin.ItookMphoin.Hewasa

greatcompany.Dayswentonsoquicklyand

beforeIknewitamonthhaspassed.

Lifewasokreally.Ihaven'ttalkedtoAiden

sincethenandiwascoolwithit.IdidcallRay

andtoldhim tostopsabotaginghisown

business.Ofcoursehedenieddoingitbutwe

bothknowitwashim.Thewholemishaps

stoppedbutheneverstoppedbeggingmeto

takehim back.Iwasoverunstablerelationships



soitwasn'thappeninganytimesoonorever.

Businesswasfineandsowasworkandplus

college.ItwasMondayandIjustresumed

college.Igotamessagefrom James's

assistantthattherewerepackagesthatIhadto

bringinthecountryviaBeitbridge.They

packageshouldbeinJoburgbyFriday

afternoon.Thiswasmyfirsteversmuggling

projectthatIhadtodo.Butthiswasnotthe

perfectweekforit.IhadatestonFriday.

Amidwiferytestnogal.

LordknowsI'm notamidwifeinhearttherefore

Ihatethewholething.Includingthesubject.I

can'tstandseeingvaginasandbabiespopping

outandcuttingandsuturing.Ittraumatizeme.



Youshouldseemedeliveringpregnantwomen.

It'snotagoodsight.

SonowIhadthisstressfulprojectcomingup

andIhadthisstressfultestcomingup.Ihadto

findawaytojuggleitallup.Iwasnotgoingto

succumbtopressure.

Mphowashelpingmewithmidwiferytest

preparations.Healwaysperformedwaybetter

thanIdoonitsincelastyear.Heloved

deliveringbabieslikehislifedependedonitbut

nobodywashelpingmewithsmugglingdrugs.

SoIhadtorelyonGoogle.Iwaspullingall

stopstryingtomakethisasuccess.

Sotherehasbeenthisguywhohasbeen

WildingonmyDM.Hewouldsendlong

messagestalkingaboutwhereheworks,the



positionhehadandwhathewoulddoforme.

Thiswasthe'I'lltakeyoutoParis'typeofguys.

Butwhenyouvisithisprofile.Theonlyplacehe

hasbeentoisthesupermarketandalocal

soccerfield.Butthiswasthetimeformeto

gamble.

IrepliedtohispettymessagesandactedlikeI

wassowowedbywhathesaid.MindyouIhave

neverevenrepliedtoanyofhismessagesever

sincehestartedsendingthem.Whatcaughtmy

eyewasthefactthathewasanofficialatthe

border.

Hedidn'tevenwastetimereplyingbutI

immediatelychangedthetopictotalkabouthis

job.Hetoldmeheworkedattheborderand

hadaseniorpositionorwhatever.Peopleon

theinternetlie.Buttheuniform picturesonhis



profileseemedlegit.

Hewassoexcitedtotellmemoreabouthisjob.

IwasnoteveninterestedinthatbutIhadto

pretendIwas.Wethentalkedaboutmeeting

andIcouldseehewasalreadysmitten.Iwas

downrightgivingthisguyhopethatwewere

goingtobeanitem.

AftersometimeImanagedtoaskifitwas

possibleformetogetsometruckspassby

withouthavingtogothroughthewholeborder

processesandhewaslike"ididn'tliewheni

sayIwilldoeverythingforyoubabes"

Isenta emojiandhewentcrazy.

Unnecessarilyso.

HeaskedwhatthetruckswerehavingandItold



him itwassomefruitsIwasimportingfrom

Malawi.IliedaboutabusinessIwasrunning

andwhatnot.IevensentpicturesIgotonline.

'Ilovewomanwhodothingsforthemselves

babe'

Irolledmyeyesuponreceivingthattextbuthey

Ineededthisguymorethanever.iknowthat

gettingtruckstopassbyBeitbridgeisa

nightmareonitsown.Thetrucksliterallyque

forever.

Somyplanwastohavetwotrucksdelivering

fruitsandvegetables.Inthoseplastics,there

weregoingbeartificialfruitsholdingdrugsin

them.



IwastoldIshouldgetthedrugstoJoziby

FridayafternoonbutIdecidedtodothewhole

thingmyownway.Theguytoldmehewas

workingonWednesdaysothatwasjustthe

perfectday.IfImanagedtogetthedrugs

throughtheborderthenIwon'thavetostress

aboutmytest.

MrborderPostbaewasdrunkinlove.Hewas

textingeverytwoseconds.Itoldhim Iwas

studyingsoatleasthestopped.

WhatJamesdidwastojustgiveme

informationontheamountofcocaineIneeded

tosmuggleintothecountryandgavemethe

contactsoftheguyresponsible.Therewasno

planonhowitwasgoingtoworkouthenceI

camewithmyownplan.Luckilyformetheguy

waswillingtohelpmegetthefruitsandthe



driversplustrucks.Withpaymentofcourse

IwasnotgoingtousetheonesIwasgiven.I

didn'ttrustthem.ididn'ttrustanyoneatthis

point

MyplanwentsmoothlythanIexpected.There

wasaglitchhereandtherebutmyborderpost

baewashandsontryingtoshowmethathe

candoeverythingforme.

Somyfirsteverdrugsmugglingwasasuccess.

Istudiedformymidwiferytestinpeace.

HoweverIdidn'twanttheguystoknowIwas

donewithmyprojectsoIarrangedwiththe

trucksthatwereassignedformetocontinue

withtheplan.Iwantedtoseeifthiswholething

wasasetuporNah.



Thetrucklefttheplaceattheexpectedtimebut

whenitgottotheborderthedrivertoldmethat

thepolicewentdirectlytoit.Likeitwasasetup

orsomething.Likelynothingwasfound.

FridaymorningIwenttowritemytest.IthinkI

didwell.50percentisenoughintertiary

institutions.51isashowoff.

AfterthetestIleft.Themeetingwasat1pm.

WhenIgotthereIcouldtellitwasaparty.Like

niggasweretalkingandlaughingsohard.It

wasallaboutme.

"Itoldyouaslayqueenknowsonlychampagne,

inchesoftheweavesandvacations.Lookather

now."Avoicesaidandtheylaughed.



"SinceIsaidshewon'tlastanotherweekand

yaallsaidatleastamonthbecausesheis

resilient,canyoupleasepaymethebetmoney.

Iwon.Todayshewillbecomingtoresign.

Besidesthatshefailedoneofthemost

importanttasksJamesrequires.Sheis

automaticallyFired."Asecondvoicesaid.

MeanwhileI'm juststandingoutsidetheroom

listening.

"Iheardtheyfoundpapersinthetruck.She

chickenedout.Thisisnotajobforgirls.She

mustknowherlane."

WellIdidn'twanttohearnomoresoIwalkedin

andtheykeptquiet.Aidenwastherebuthewas

busyonhisphonethewholetime



"SorryI'm lateboys"Ismiled.

Jameswalkedin.Hewasnotsmiling

whatsoever.youcouldtellheismad.Plusheis

agiant.HelookedlikeThanos.Idon'teven

knowwhyI'm talkingaboutThanosBecauseI

justhatetheAvengers.

"youguysareajoke.Youdidn'tgetenough

drugsinthecountry.Whatam Isupposedto

do...letmenotevenstartwithyouZenia.You

havedisappointedme"hepausedbecausehis

phonerang.

"Yeshello...what?Areyousureyouweighed

them correctly?oh...Isee.okthanks"hehungup.

"Ok....wowum Idon'tknowwheretostartwith



thisbutwellitturnsout.

Zeniadidthemostwork.Shemanagedtoget

doublethekilogramsIorderedhertoget."

Peoplestartedmumbling.

"WellIwishIcouldstayandchatButIhavegot

businesstotakecareof.Ifthereisanything

neededcallme"Isaidthenwalkedout.

Therewassilenceandallyoucouldhearwas

myshoes.Ihadnobusinesstotakecareof

whatsoever!

DeepdownIwasscreaming'inyourface

niggas'

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter32

Zenia'sPOV.

ThiswasthebestfeelingthatIhaven'tfeltina

while.Iwenttomyapartment,ranabath,

pouredaglassofwineandsatinthebathtub

listeningtosomesoothingmusic.Mphowas

goingtosomepartysoIhadtheplaceto

myself.

Isattheretillthewaterwentcold.idecidedto

getoutandwatchsomeSeries.Myphonerang.

ItwasJames.

James:WowIwassoimpressedbywhatyou

did.Ilovepeoplewhogoesanextramile.You



areappreciated.

Zenia:Thanks

James:Iwanttotakeyoutooneofthebiggest

annualmeetingIhaveinColombia.

Zee:thatwon'tbenecessarysir.

James:please....youmightbeabletopickup

somethingthatIfailtoseewhileyouarethere.

Youseem tohaveaneyeoutthings.

Zee:wewilltalkaboutitlater.

James:nopressuretakeyourtime.



Zee:IhavebeenmeaningtotellyouthatIwon't

beattendingthesemeetingsyouhaveoncea

weekatyourplace.

James:why?

Zee:I'llbeworkingfrom home.Whatever

happensyoucanupdateme.

James:didyoufightwithsomeonethereorisit

becauseofwhattheseguysconstantlysay

aboutyou.Don'tlistentothem.Theyarejust

beingintimidatedbyyou.

Zee:wellJames.YouandIknowthatcoming

thereformeain'tevenproductive.Wecanmeet

facetofaceifthereissomethingyoumaywant



todiscuss.

James:IunderstandandIcan'tholditagainst

you.Youhavebeendoingagoodjobsofarso

youdeservetoworkfrom home.Isupportyou.

Zee:iftherearedaysthatI'm notaroundorI'm

busywithsomethingelsecanyoupleaseallow

eitherRayorKellytocomeandoversee

whateverthesituationmaybe?

James:wellyoucancallthem butIstillwant

youtomakemostofthedecisionsifnotall

Zee:fine

James:okthen,bye.



Workingfrom homewasthebestthingIhave

doneinawhileIhadenoughtimetodomy

schoolworkandnotworryaboutthoseguys

criticisingme.Ihadnoroom fornegativity

anymore.

WeekswentbyandItwassafetosaymylifeno

longerevolvedaroundRayorAiden.Theywere

oldnews.

Iwasnowbackatworkandenjoyingit.WellI'll

tellyouwhy.Iwasworkingatanorthopedic

wardandtherewasthisotherhumanbeingwho

mademyintestineschurninmystomach.Ina

goodwaythough.

ThiswasthefirsttimeeverthatIhada



colleaguegivemeheebiejeebies.Itwasmy

firsttimeseeinghim eversinceIstarted

workingheresoIguesshejustgothiredor

transferredorwhatever.ButnotwasIgladto

seehim.Rumourhasithewasfrom Congo.

"Zeniawouldyoupleasedothedoctors

rounds?"Theunitmanagerasked.Anyother

dayIwouldhaverefusedorpretendtobedoing

somethingelse.Ihateddoingdoctorsrounds.

Mostofthetimeyougetselfconceited

individualswhojustwanttosendyouaround.

Thetypewhoalwaysshouted'Sistercanyou

canyougetmeaprogressreport....ohwhen

youareatit,canyougivemeabloodform....I

thinkIalsoneedayellowtube.Bringmeablue

needle...bringmethis,bringmethat'



ThiswasthereasonIhatedDoingrounds.

Whileothersistersrunaroundtogetthese

doctorswhatevertheyask,Itellthem thatmy

jobdescriptionneversaidanythingaboutthat

andjuststandthere.Theyendupdoingit

themselves.Ican'tbenursingthepatientsand

them.

ButfordoctorKabalaIwaspreparedtodoall

thatandmore.

"Gladyoucouldjoinme"hesmiled.

Whyishemakingitsoundsoformal.Wejust

doingrounds.WellIsmiledback,phelathis

couldbeapotentialbae.Therewasnoneedfor

metoberude.Iwasalreadyimaginingourlittle

happyfamily.Yeah.Im thatfast.



Wedidn'tevenfeeltherounds.Iswearwe

talkedmoreaboutusthanthepoorpatients.He

toldmeallabouthisupbringing.Hewasindeed

from Congo.

HaveyouguysseenhowCongoleseguysshake

theirwaistswhentheydance?Thatonlymeans

theyalsoknowwhattheyaredoinginbed.

Kabalawastall,darkandhandsomeandvery

intelligent.HewasallinoneItellyou.And

whenhetalksyouwouldbeghim totalknon

stop.Iwaseveninlovewiththatforeignaccent

thatannoysmostofyou.

Afterthedoctorsroundshetoldmehewas

goingtotheatre.Hedidn'tevenaskformy



numbers.Nxawhatever.

Thenextmorninghecameveryearlyinthe

ward.Apparentlyhewastherefortheroundsas

hewasoncallthepreviousnightsohewas

leaving.IpretendedtobedoingsomethingsoI

don'thavetodotheroundswithhim.Itwaslike

Iwaslivinginmyownfantasymos.

Afterhewasdone,hecametotellmehewas

goinghomegetsomesleepbutwouldloveitifI

givehim mynumbers.

Whattookyousolong,dearchild.?

Igavethem tohim andlaterthatafternoonhe

texted,sayinghejustwokeup.Weliterally

startedchattingfrom thentillIsleptaround



2am.Mphowaseventiredofhavingtorepeat

thingstomebecauseIdidn'thearthem thefirst

time.

Wemadeplanstogooutformoviesanddinner.

Itallwentwell.Itwaslikeanormaldatewitha

normalguywhohasnodramawhatsoever.I

don'tcountAidenandRayasnormalsoKabala

wasthattypeofniggaIwanted.

WehadthreemoredatestillwedecidedI

shouldvisithim.Hehadaniceproperbachelor

apartment.Helookedlikeaguywhohadhislife

together.

Asadultswealreadyknewwhatwewanted.We

startedkissingonthecouchAndhedidn'teven

wastetimetakingoffhisshirtsoIcouldseehis

welltonedmuscles.Helookedlikehegoesto



thegym.Thatjustturnedmeonevenmore.

Shitescalatedquicklyandsoonenoughwe

werenaked.Ithankedmyancestorsbecause

notonlywasKabalahavingabangingbodyhe

wasalsowellhung.AtrueCongoleseman.

Iwasalreadyimaginingsomefallyipupamoves

overherebutwhatIgotwassomethingelse.At

firstIthoughtwellwearejuststarting,sohe

willpickthepacebutitwasnthappening.

ItfeltlikewaitingforANCtobringforthsome

servicedelivery.Howcanaguybeblessedwith

suchadickbutdoesn'tevenknowhowtouseit?

Thiswasadisappointmentandahalf..Iwas

evenprayinghewasatwominutesnoodlesso

hecanjustgetitoverwith..



IwasnowthinkingaboutwhatIwasgoingto

eatwhenigethome.DidMphoevencook.?

"Babeareyouenjoying?"HeaskedandIfaked

aSmile.

"Youknowwhat?Stop"Imanagedtopushhim

offme.

"What?iseverythingalright?"

"NoCharles...nothingisalright.."

Iwantedtotellhim thathisstrokeswherethe

worstbutIdidn'twanttohurthisfeelingssoI

liedabouthavingtogohomebecauseIforgot



todosomethingimportant.

Ididn'tevenwastetimedressing..hesatthere

watchingmedressupwiththecondom stillOn.

Perhapshecouldn'tbelievethatIwasreally

leaving.

IgothomeandtoldMphoallaboutitandhe

laughedatmetilltearsrandownhisface.This

wasmainlybecauseIwentonandonabout

Charlesthewholeweek.LikehewasallIever

talkedabout.

"ChomiIdon'tmentolaughbutwow.Iswear

thewayyouusedtodescribethisguy,one

wouldswearheisamasterofeverything.And

hefailedinthatdepartment?Ofalldepartments.

Niggaspent6yearsstudyingmedicinebut

couldn'tevenknowwheretolocateaclit?jolani



bethuna!Qubekani!"

"YouarenotagoodfriendMpho.Mxm Ijust

hadadisasterandyouarelaughingatmy

misfortunes?Finenaweyouwillgetsuch"

"ThisiswhyIsuggestyoudothedeedonthe

firstdate.Looknow,youwaitedforthisandthe

servicewasnotevendeliveredproperly"

"I'm goingtosleep..byeFelicia!"

Charleswouldcallortextalmosteverychance

hegotbutIwouldignoreortellhim Iwasbusy.

Iwouldevenignorehim atwork.Itwasnow

officialthatIwasnolongerdoingdoctor's

rounds.Ialwayscomeupwithexcuseswhen

askedordelegatedtodoit.Poorguywouldeven



askmycolleaguesifIwasfine.

TheignoringwentonforaweekandIwas

prayingMrCongolesewouldjuststoptexting

andmoveonwithhislife.

SaturdayIdecidedtogoshopping.Loland

behold,CharlescametomewhenIwasbusy

lookingforadress.

"I'm gladtomeetyouhere"hesaidandI

mentallyslappedmyself.WellIjustneedtotell

thisguythetruthandhewouldbackoff.

IwasabouttotelltheguythatIwantednothing

todowithhim andwouldappreciateifhewould

stoptextingwhenIsawAiden.Hewasactually

lookingatusfrom thedistance.Youcould



swearhehadquestionsrunningthroughhis

mind.Hewaswiththatbigmuscledguy.

"I'm reallysorryaboutignoringyouIhavebeen

busy."IsaidhuggingCharles.Iwasjustputting

upashowforAidensincehewantedtobea

spectator.

"CanwegotalkaboutitoveraglassofwineIn

thatrestaurantoverthere?"

"Yeahsure.Whynot"

"HeyZenia.Younevertoldmeyouhada

boyfriend?"Aidensaid.

Whendidheevengethere.?



"WasIsupposedtotellyou?"Iaskedputting

thedressbacktothehanger.

"Soareyougoingtointroduceus?"

"No"Isaidthenwalkedoutoftheshop.Aiden

followedmeandpoorCharlesfollowedaswell.

"Maybewewillhavethewinesomeothertime.

Don'tyouthink?"Charlesspokewhenhefinally

caughtupwithme.

Iwasnowsittingonachairattherestaurant

Charleswantedustogoto.Aidensatbesideme.

"Thereisnoneed.Aidenwasjustleaving"



"NoI'm not"

"LookAiden.Idon'tknowwhatyouareplaying

atbutit'schildish.Comeonnowleave"

"Soyouhaven'tbeentakingmycallsbecause

ofthisguy?"HespokepointingatCharleswho

wasstillstanding.

"Yeahit'sbecauseofhim...nowplease.Excuse

us"

Hedidn't.Hejustsatthere.Hisbigmuscled

friendwasnowheretobeseenandIwas

hopinghewouldcomeandtakehim away.



"Idon'tknowwhatisreallyhappeningbetween

youguysbutIthinkit'sbestIleave"Charles

continuedrantingaboutleaving.

"Ithinkthat'sagoodidea....butsoyouknow

ZeniaandareinarelationshipDidsheeventell

youshewaspregnantwithmychild.2months

pregnant?IguessnotsoIwouldreallysuggest

youmoveonwithyourlifeifyouknowwhat's

bestforyou,myguy"

Ihadnoenergytodisputethat.wasn'teven

worthit.IwantedtogetridofCharlessoI

guessthiswasgoingtohelpanyways.

PoorCharlesleftasfastashislegscouldtake.

Aidensmiled,satisfiedwithwhathejustdid.



Ifthisonethoughtheownedmylifeandcould

doashepleasesthenhehasanotherthing

coming!

*******

Betterlatethansorry

Happyweekendguys

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter33

Ray'sPOV

Businesshasbeenbooming.ThankstoZenia.I

neverexpectedsuchfrom her,notthatI

thoughtshewasanairheadbutshewas

makingseriousmoneymoves.



Theproblem wasthatshewasmakingherown

moneyandhadnouseformenomore.Iwas

alsoscaredthatshemightdecidetostop

workingformeandstartworkingforherself.It

wasverymuchpossible.Jameslikedherand

nowSantiagotoo.

"Morningbabe"Kellythrewherselfinmybed.

Shedidn'tevenknock.Shewasnowstaying

withmebutwesleptinseparatebedrooms.I

wanteditthatway.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Iasked.

"Wowyouaresocold,can'taladyvisither

boyfriend'sroom withoutmilliondollar

questions?"



"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Imadeyousomebreakfast,wouldyoulike

some?"

"No"

"LordknowsIam tryingoverhere.Ireallyam

butyoudon'tgivearat'sassaboutmyefforts

orfeelings.YouhavejustgonecoldRay.Arewe

eveninarelationship?"

"Weare"

"Itdoesn'tlooklikethattome.Im likea

sparewheelbuttheworstpartisthemainwheel



isnotevenaroundtohelpyougetaround.You

shouldmoveonbecauseshehasmovedon

too"

IknowIhavebeenashittyboyfriendbutallI

neededwasspace.IfKellycontinueslikethis

thenIwon'thaveachoicebuttotakeherback

toherplace.

IhavebeenbusytryingtofindoutwhatAiden

wastryingtodobypretendingtobeanauditor

inmycompany.Itturnedhewasplanningtokill

mydadbutitnevermaterialized.Inotherwords

hefailed.TherewasnothingthatshowedZenia

mighthavedonethejobforhim.Itturnedoutit

wasjustaninnocentthingwentwrong.

"LeaveZeniaoutofthis.Youalwayshaveto

bringherupunnecessarily"



"Ohcomeon.Youlovetobelievethatgirlisan

angel.Thegirlbeendoublecrossingyouwith

thatkhanboy.Rumoursonthestreetssaysshe

isthereasonbongiweandAidenbrokeup"

"Howdoyouknowthis?"

"everyoneknows.Youarejusttheonlyonewho

don't.Bongifoundoutthathewasfuckingher

behindherbackhencesheleakedthenaked

pictures.IfI'm notmistakenshewasfucking

withthatguythesametimeshewasdoingyou.

Hoetendencies.."

"OhIsee"

"That'sallyougoingtosay?Ag"Kellywalked



out.

Ididn'twanttoshowthatIwasfuriousbutdeep

downIwasboiling.Ofalltheguysshechose

him.Whyhim?.Ihonestlyneverwantedtotake

overmyfather'sfeudsbutitseemedlikeIhad

nochoice.Iwasbeingpushedhere.Aiden

probablywentforherknowingthatshewas

withme.Ifanything,theguystillhaveahuge

grudgeagainstmyfamily.Whatifthe

informationIgotwasnotevencorrect.Ican't

shakeofftheideathatsheprobablydidhim a

favourbydruggingmydad.Comingtothinkof

it,AidenwastheguyIfoundintheapartment

andhesaidhewasattendingcollegewithher.

Ah.Ithrewmyphoneandithitthewall.How

canIbesodumb?.Shewasdoingthisbullshit

undermynose.Zeniawasdangerous.



Thedamnphonerang.Ithoughtithadbroke

butIguessnot.Igotupandpickeditup.I

answered.

Peter:sirwehaveaproblem.

Ray:stoptellingmethatandtellwhatthe

problem is.DoyouthinkIhavetimeforshit

rightnow!

Peter:MrZjustcalledtosaythathedidn't

receivecocainebutitwasbakingpowder.

Ray:Whatdoyoumeanthepowderwasn't

cocaine.



Peter:yessirandhepaidthemoney.Heonly

receivedonepacketofcocaineandtherest

wasbakingpowder.

Ray:whowashandlingthis?Doesthisperson

haveanideaofhowimportantthisclientis.

Peter:itwasAlex.

Ray:Didyoudoublecheck?DidyoucallAlex?

Peter:Yessirbuthisphoneisoff.Nobody

knowswhereheis

Ray:Findhim andbringhim backtomeAsap.Or

youareasgoodasdeadtoo



Peter:yessir.

TheyfoundAlexafteraday.Icouldn'tbelieve

hetriedtodoublecrossmelikethis.ofallthe

guys,hewastheoneItrustedthemostandhe

wentontodothis.Notonlydidhedupemy

clientwithfakedrugsbutheranoffwiththe

moneyhegotfrom theclient.Thiswas

punishablebydeath.Idontcarewhetherheis

Zenia'sbrotherornot.I'm goingtokillhim.

Otherswilllearnthateventhoughyouareclose

tomeifyoumessup,youdie.

"Wefoundhim sir"PetersaiddraggingAlexin

withthehelpofothertwoguys.

"Tiehim upinthespecialroom I'm coming.

Youknowwhat?Killhim."



"WhathaveIdoneRay?"Alexaskedactinglike

hedidn'tknowwhatwasgoingon.

"Wowyouevenhavetheaudacitytoask?Well

dontkillhim.Illdoitmyself.Heneedsalesson

first.Theonehewontforgetwhenhegetsto

hell.Hewilltellsatanallaboutit.Tiehim up"

Ichangedmysuitandworemyblacktracksuits.

hewasalreadytiedupwhenIgotthere.Iwas

goingtogivehim somefewwhippingjustto

remindhim ofthetypeofpersonhemessed

with.TheseguysthinkIhavegonesoft.

"Rayletmeexplain.please.Ireallycanexplain"

"Explain?DoIlooklikeIhavetimeforbullshit"I



floggedhim.Hewasalreadyundressedandleft

withjusthisboxer.

"Ididn'tstealfrom you.Iswear"

"ThenwhywereyourunningofftoBotswana?"

"Itwasavacation.Iswear!"

"AvacationinBotswana?,Thereisnothingto

seethere.Youarelyingtome.Youcan't

possiblygothereforagamedrive,nowcanyou?

"

Ifloggedhim again.

"Bringtheotherinstrumentstotorturehim"I

saidtotheotherguyandhewenttogetthem.



Ispentthreedaystorturinghim.LikeIsaid,I

wantedhim tofeelit.Hewascaughtwithjusta

quarterofthemoneyhestole.Perhapshegave

theresttohissister.Theyareprobablyworking

together.Thatgirliscapableofdoinganything.

MyphonerangjustwhenIhavestartedwiththe

torturing.ItwasZenia.

Zenia:hello

Ray:whatasurprise.Iseverythingalrightwith

thebusiness?.

Zenia:yesalliswell..um...I'm callingtoaskif

youhaveseenAlexbyanychance.



Ray:no.

Zenia:it'sbeenfourdaysRay.Youdidn'tcallto

askabouthim soIthoughtmaybeyouknow

wherehemightbe

Ray:I'm notyourbrother'skeeper.AsfarasI

knowhehasthewholeweekoffsoIwouldn't

knowabouthiswhereabouts.

Zenia:I'm notsayingyoudo...thisisjust

frustrating.Itsnotlikehim todosomethinglike

thisyouknow

Ray:sorryIcan'thelp.



Zenia:pleaseaskaround

Ray:haveyoubeensleepingwithAiden.Khan?

Zenia:what?

Ray:didIstutter!

Zenia:whywouldyouaskmesuchaquestion.

OfcourseIhavenotbeensleepingwithhim

Ray:okcool.

Ihungup.

Icantellsheisguiltyaschargedbutanyways



asikholapho.Iknowshemightnotforgivemeif

sheeverfindsoutthatIkilledherbrother.There

wasnoneedforhertoknowanyways.Ihave

killedpeoplebeforeandnobodyeverknewwhat

happenedtothem.IhavegivenAlexenough

daystoclearhisnamebuthefailed.Hecame

withstoriesthatdidn'tevenmaking

sense.maybehewasprotectinghissister.

Todaywasthedaytogetoveranddonewith

this.Itwasthefifthday.Ihavebeenhaving

conflictedideasoverthiseversinceIreceived

thecallfrom zenia.PerhapsIshouldkillhim

andletthebodybefoundsoshecanstop

lookingforhim.Itwasgoingtohurtherbutshe

willgetoverit.Igotovermyfather'sdeath.

IwenttothebasementandfoundAlexhanging

byhisfeet.Ihaven'tdecidedhowIwasgoingto



killhim.Atthisstageitdidn'tmatterbecausehe

havealreadysufferedenough.

"WellsirIbroughtthegunandthesilencer.

Shouldweuntiehim orthereisnoneed."The

otherguyasked

Therewascommotionupstairs.Itsoundedlike

Zenia'svoice.Iquicklywentupthestairsand

instructedtheotherguytolockthedoorwhenI

leave.Ididn'twantherinhere.JustwhenIgot

outsidethedoorshewasgettingtowhereIwas.

"Whereishe?Heisinthere,right?.Openthe

doorRay.Openthedamndoor"shesaidtrying

toopenbutitwasalreadylocked.

"Calm down.Let'sgotomyofficeandtalk"she



wasadamanttoleavebutfollowedmeanyways.

"Whyareyouhere,makingnoiseandcausinga

scene?"Isaidtakingaseat.

"I'm lookingformybrother.Iknowyouhave

him"

"Ohdoi?"

"Don'tactdumb.WhereisAlex.?"

"IhavealreadytoldyouIdon'tknow"

"Icalledhisfriendandhetoldmehetoldyou

thatAlexwasgoingtoBotswanaandfrom

therehedisappearedwithoutatrace.Itookthe



routehetookandyourguysapprehendedhim

atafuelstation.Perhapstheyforgotthereare

CCTVtherebutIsawthem.Isawoneofthe

guysthatIknowworksforyougettinginAlex's

caranddrivingoffwithhim.WhereisheRay?"

"Yourbrotherstolefrom meandheandevery

oneelsewhoworksformeknowsthatthe

wageofsuchasinisdeath.Idon'tcompromise.

"Pleaseforgivehim.I'llpayyoubackeverything

hestole.I'llgiveyoudouble.

"Ihavelostaclientthroughthis.Imighteven

losemoreBecauseofAlex.Im Goingtokill

him"

"Pleasedon't.Ibegofyou.Rayplease"



"ImagineifIforgaveeachandeveryperson

whostolefrom me.DoyouthinkI'llbewhereI

am today.Thekillingisgoingtohappen.The

othersmustknowunlessyouwanttotakehis

place."

"CanIjustseehim forthelasttime.Please."

"It'snotagoodsight"

"PleaseRay"shebegged.

"Fine.Petertakehertoseethebrother.I'm

givingher2Minutes"

ShewentdownstairswithPeter.Aftersome



timeshecameback.Shepouncedatmeand

webothfelldownwiththechairIwassittingon.

Shestartedbeatingmeasfastasshecould.

Peterandtheotherguycameandtookheroff

me.

"Yousonofabitch.Howcouldyou?.Youpiece

ofshit.Youuselessthing.!Howcanyoudo

suchathing.Hehasbeennothingbutloyalto

you."Sheshouted,kickingandfightingoff

Peterandtheotherguybuttheywerejusttoo

strongforher.

Igotupandsatproperly.

"HowcouldyouRay.Hasn'thesufferedenough?

Isn'tthatenough"shestartedcrying.



Ididn'tsayanythingandshecriedforsome

time.

"Pleasehaveaheart.Thiswillkillmymom.she

isalreadygoingthroughalot.PleaseRay"

"It'sgoingtolooklikeacaraccident.Shewill

getoverit."

"Howcanyoubesoheartless?"

"Iguessyouweresoheartlesswhenyou

murderedmydadtoosoweareeven"

"Rayplease.Ibegofyou.Don'tkillhim"

"YoucancryallyouwantbutIhavemadeup



mymind.Youain'tcryingblood.It'sjusttears.

Youwillgetoverit"

"I'llpaybackthedrugsplusthemoneyhestole.

I'lldoublethedrugs.illgetyoubacktheclient.I'll

doeverythingyouwantmetodo"

"Everything?"

"YesRayeverything.PleaseletAlexgo."She

kneltdown.

"Okfine.Peterfreetheguy"

"ThankyouRay.Thankyou!"Sheranand

hugged.



"Don'tbetooexcited.Youmightregretitlater.

Desperatetimescallsfordesperatemeasures

indeedbutIwasgladthatIhadtheupperhand

onceagainandIwasgoingtouseittothebest

ofmyability.!

WelcomehomeZenia!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter34

Zenia'sPOV

Peoplecanbesodumbouthere.Ifeellikemy

familyjustworksovertimetryingtomake

thingshardforme.Honestly.



Nobodyisevenmeetingmehalfwayinmaking

thingsbetterforus.Insteadtheygoandruin

thingsandIhavetobetheonetosavetheday.

TheyaremyfamilyafterallandIlovethem.

WhenIfoundoutthatRay'smenprobably

abductedAlexthenIknewtheremusthave

beensomethingbadhehasdone.Ofallpeople,

howcouldhestealfrom Ray?

IendedupdoingsomethingItoldmyselfIwill

neverdo,beggingRay.Desperatetimescalls

fordesperatemeasuresindeed.Icouldn'tstand

seeingmyonlybrotherlikethat.Hehadhurt

him.Hehadhurthim bad.Theideaofseeing

Alexdeadwasevenworse.Raywascapableof

doingit.Hewasgoingtodoit.



SohereIam backhome,Alexwasatthe

hospital.Raydidntwanthim togotherebutI

assuredhim nobodywillfindoutthetruth.He

wasbadlyhurt.Heprobablyhadinternalinjuries

thathewouldn'tsurviveifhedidn'tgotothe

hospital.

Hespentabouttwoweeksthere.Allthistime

Raywasn'tsayinganythingaboutwhathe

expectedmetodoforhim orthedrugs.Ipray

hewasn'tgoingtopushmearound,butwhoam

Ikidding.Heislikethat.Hehasalwaysbeena

pushoverwholoveshavingthingsdonehisway.

Myphonerang.Itwashim

Ray:hey



Zenia:hiRay

Ray,:Iwouldlovetohavemydrugson

Wednesdayplease.

Zenia:thatisthreedaysfrom nowRay.

Ray:Ihavegivenyouandyourbrotherenough

weekstogetthem butIain'tseeingresults.

Zenia:butyouknowAlexisstillinthehospital.

Ray:doyouthinkthatdumbassisgoingtohelp

yougetthedrugs?Dream onZee.Yougottado

thisonyourownorelseIcanstillkillthat

uselessbrotherofyours



Zenia:fineyouwillgetthem onWednesday.

Ray:coolstuff..nowdon'tforgetthatyoumust

tripletheinitialpackageyourbrotherstole.He

stole15kgofmycocainesoyouaregoingto

getme45...butI'm feelinggenerousjustgetme

40.

Zenia:ah

Ihungup.

Iswearhewasstressingmeintentionallyjust

tospiteme.Ihavealreadyspokenwiththe

client.IliterallyBeggedhim toforgiveusandhe

agreedtogiveusanotherchance.Hegothis

packageandsomecompensationsoI'm pretty

suretherewasnopressurefrom thatguy.It



wasjustRaywantingmetofeeltheheat.Iwas

stillmadatAlexfordoingthisbutIhadto

soldieronorelsehemightendupdead

anyways.

IhaddrugsthatIkeptfrom thesmuggling

projectIdidrecentlybuttheywerenotenough

togivetoRay.Ihavetriedtobuyfrom around

butnobodyevenwantedtoselltome.He

probablymadesurenobodyselltome.Itwas

frustrating.Workwasevenfrustratingmetoo.I

waseventiredoforthopaedicward.Youwill

probablysayIdon'tenjoyanydepartmentatthe

hospital.wellyouareright,Ienjoysipping

mojitoinanislandIcan'tpronouncebeing

servedahotshirtlessguycallRoberto.That's

whatIneededrightnow.

MylasthopewasAiden.Healwayscomes



throughintimesofneedandthiswasoneof

those.Ineededhim badlytobemyKnightin

shiningarmour.SoIwenttoseehim.

"Ithoughtyouweremadatmeforsendingyour

guyawaythattime?"Hescoffeduponseeing

me.

"Ineeddrugs"Isaidignoringhisstatement.He

wasshirtlessanditwassortofmakingme

uncomfortable..

"Drugs?Areyouondrugs?"

"No.Alexstolesomeone'sdrugsandtheonly

waytokeephim aliveisifIpaybackthedamn

drugs"



"Oh...isthatsomeonenamedRay?...wellheis

yourman.Whydon'tyoujusttalktohim.Ifhe

lovesyouhewillsurelygiveyourbrothera

chanceandforgivehim."

"Hedoesn'tlovemeandhewon'tgivehim a

chancesolet'sstoptalkingaboutthatandtalk

aboutyougivingmethedrugs"

"I'm sorrybutIcan'thelp"heshrugged.

"Aidenplease"

"I'm outcheatryingtoprovetomydadthatI

candothisbusinesssoifhedoesn'tgetthe

packageheiswaitingfortodaythenI'm

doomed.Ican't.I'm sorry.Icangiveyou

contactsofpeopleyoucanbuyfrom"



"Nobodywantstoselltome"

"WellIcangotooneofthoseguysandpretend

thatitsmewhowantstobuysolet'sgotohim"

Hopefullytheplanhehadwasgoingtowork.

Wegotintomycarandhewastheonedriving.I

didn'tevenaskwhereweweregoing.Aslong

asIgotthedrugsthenIwascool.Iwashoping

tousemysavingstobuythedrugs.Honestlyit

wasn'tevenenoughsoperhapsRaywouldlend

mesome.

"Sohowmuchdrugsdoeshewant"

"30kgofcocaine"



"What?Whoisgoingtosellmethatmuch

cocaineasawalk-incustomer.Ihavetomake

arrangementsforthistypeofthingsman.So

yourbrotherstolethatmuch?OhWow"

"Hedidn'tstealthatmuch.Rayjustwantmore

toteachusalesson.Ihave10soheneeds

40kgofcocaine"

"Thatguyain'tgoingtogiveusthatmuch

cocaine.Besidesthatdoyouhaveanideaof

howmuchthatcost?Goshyourbrotheristhe

mostdumbestpersonIknow.

"Iknow.Okthereisnoneedforyoutoremind

meaboutthateverytwoseconds.Ijustwant

youtohelpmebutyoujustkeeponrubbingit



onmyface.

"Wellperhapsheisnotworthallthesedrama.

IfRaywantstokillhim thenlethim killhim.It

willbeminusoneproblem foryou."

"Howcanyoubesoheartless"Iturnedtolook

athim.

"AtleastIdon'tgoaroundstealingpeople's

drugs"hescoffed.

"Whydon'tyoujustzipitifyougoingto

continuebeingthisuseless."

"OhsoI'm useless?"heparkedthecarbythe

roadside.Ididn'tevenknowwherewewere.



"Ofcourseyouareuseless.Allyouknowis

barginginmylovelifewhennobodyaskedyou

tobutwhensomebodyfinallyaskforhelpall

youdoisrunyouruselessmouth."

"Ohsoinsultingmewillgetyou30kgofdrugs

huh.Let'sseehowthatwillworkoutforyou."

"Itwillgetthis30kgofheavinessoutofmy

heartthathasbeencausedbyyourbullshit"

"Areyoustillmadaboutthatdoctor?Manyou

lookedlikeyouneededhelpfrom him.Ihelped

yourass."

"Nobodyaskedforyourhelp.Thatguyisbetter

thanyouinathousandways.Atleastheisa



manandnotaboylikeyou."Ifoldedmyarms

andlookedtheotherway.

"OhsoIam boy.?"

"Yesyouareaboy.Alittleboy.Youhave

alwaysbeenaboy.Aspoiltbratwhodoesn't

wanttogrowup."Iwasliterallyshoutingmy

lungsoutandIcouldseehewasgettingmad.

Hecaughtmeoffguardandkissedme.He

didn'tevenwastetimeandreachedformy

clothes.Iworeadresssoitdidnteventake

timetogetoff.Heworesomeshortsandwithin

timetheywereoff.Heloweredmycarseatand

gotontopofme.Everythingwashappeningso

damnfastthatIdidn'tevenhadtimetostop

him orperhapsIdidn'twanttostophim.



Ifoundmyselfscreaminghisnameforgetting

thatwewerebytheroadsideandanyonemight

findus.Hewasf*ckingmelikethistomake

sureIneverundermineorcallhim aboyor

whatever.ThatwastheonlyexplanationIhad

forwhatwasgoingon.

HemadesurethatIwouldneverforgetthisday

andboywasInotgoingtoforgetit.

AfterweweredonehestarteddressingupandI

didthesame.HewasntsayingathingsoIkept

quiettoo.Afterthatheturnedthecarandwe

drovebacktohisplace.Hegotoutandtoldme

Icouldgohomeandhewouldtellmewhenhe

findsomething.



Igottothedrivingseatanddroveoff.Igot

homeandslept.Thesexwasthatgood.

Iwaswokenupbyaphonecallanhourlater

informingmethatAlexhasbeendischarged

andwasbackhome.Itwasmymom.

"Wherearethedrugs?"thatwasthefirstthingI

askedhim whenigottohisroom.

"Ididn'ttakethem Zee.Iswear."

"OhcutthecrapAlex.Ineedthem.Howmany

kgdidyousteal"

"Ididn'tstealanydrugs.Itwasjust5kgof

cocainethatwasfortheclient.Iwasn'teventhe



onewhopreparedthepackageforhim.Ijust

didtheexchangeandgotthemoneywhichI

gavetooneofthoseguystotakebacktoRay."

"ThenwhywereyourunningofftoBotswana?"

"Mygirlfriendstaysinbotswana.Itwasher

birthdayandIhadpromisedtotakeherto

sandibeOkavangosafarilodge"

"Towhere?Sincewhendoyoupaysomuch

moneyforsuchthings?Stopmakingmea

dumbass.Youcan'taffordthatplace"

"Somebodysetmeup.Ididn'tstealanymoney

ordrugsfrom Ray..pleasebelieveme"



Iwasgoingtogettothebottom ofthisbutifhe

didstealthedrugsandmoneythenIwasalso

goingtoteachhim alessonofmyown.Ifhe

didn'tthenwhoeverframedhim willdealwith

me.Evenifit'sRay.

5kgwasstolenbutRayhasmadeitlooklike

halfofhisstockwasstolen.SoIwasonly

supposedtogivehim 15kg

Butit'sfinethoughIwasgoingtogethim what

hewanted.

MylasthopewastheguyItalkedtofrom zim

thelasttime.AtfirstIcouldn'tgetholdofhim

andIthoughtmaybehenolongerusedthe

numbersIhadbuteventuallyIgotholdofhim.

Howeverhewasadamantinhelpingmeout

sinceJamesdidn'tcarryouttheorder.



AslongasJamesneverfindsoutthenwewere

goodtogo,right?Wellit'sascarysituationthat

IwasputtingmyselfinforthatdumbassAlex.

Evenifhedidn'tstealthedrugs,whywouldhe

wanttotakehisgirlfriendtoaplacethatcost

about19kandabove.Heain'tevenamogul.He

doesn'tevenhavehisownplaceorapropercar

forthatmatter.

IhadtousethesameplanIusedlasttime.I

wasforcedtotextmrborderpostbae.Ihaven't

talkedtohim inalongtime.Luckyformehe

didn'tholdanygrudgeagainstmefor

abandoninghim.Ineedtokeepchattingwith

him incaseImightneedhim inthelongrun.

ItturnedoutJameshadahugedruglabinZim.

Idon'tknowwhyhedidn'thaveonethisside.It

wasforreasonsknowntohim Iguess.



Imanagedtogetthedrugsintothecountry

howeveritwaslateWednesdayafternoonwhen

Itookthem toRay.Hehadgivenmeuntil5pm

togethim whathewantedorelse'diePoppe

Saldaans'.

IwalkedintohishomeofficeandfoundKelly

standingbesidehim.

"Ohlookwhomadeit,16h45andyouarehere.I

don'tseeyouhavingmypackagethough"he

smiled,clearlypleasedwithhimself.

"Savingyourbrotherwasnotworthit,Iguess.I

meanheisgoingtodieanyways"Kellysaidand

shelaughed.



"Idon'tknowwhatyoutwoareplayingatand

im Notinterested.Peteryoucancomein.."

Peterwalkedinwithtwobagsandplacedthem

onhistable.

"Ihavedoublecheckedsir.Thisis40kgof

cocaine.Allreal"

"What?Howdidshe...?Kellysaidtakingoneof

thebagstoinspectthecontents.

"Iknowyouliedabouttheamountofdrugsthat

werestolenbutanywaysenjoyyourpackage"

Myphonestartedringing.ItwasAiden.I

switcheditoff.Thisonewasprovingtobeonly



usefulinbed.

"Ihavetogonow.Enjoyyourdrugs"Iwalked

out!

IheardRaymumble"fuck'underhisbreath.

Ibookedmyselfaminivacationanddecidedto

gotherewithouttellinganyone.Afterall,there

wasn'tanyoneworthreportingto.WellIdidtell

mphoIwastakingaminivacation.

Afterthatiswitchedmyphoneoff.

Theywillseetofinish!

Batlaepona!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou.



Chapter35

Zenia'sPOV

Getamanwholovesyou.Getamanwhocan

takecareofyouandyouroffsprings.Getaman

whocanbuyyouahouseandacarandthisand

that.

Ahbullshit...wellit'sclearlynotworkingforme

soIain'tgettingamantodoallthatforme.I

willloveandtakecareofmyself.I'llbuymyown

houseandwhateverthatImayneed.ButIstill

needvitaminDinmylife.IfyouknowwhatI

mean.

LoveiyanyisaandIknowI'm nottheonlyone

onthis.Thedriverof2019relationshipsclearly



failedbecausewownothingeverworkedforme

thisyear.SohereIam officiallysayin'fucklove

I'm tiredoftrying.

TheminivacationwasdefinitelywhatIjust

needed.Awayfrom allthosespawnsofSatan.I

leftThursdaymorningandcamebackMonday

morning.

Ispentallmydaysliterallyrelaxing.Myphone

wasonsinceIneededtotakepicturesatsome

pointbutIputitonflightmode.Iwasnot

textingorcallinganyone.

MondaymorningIgothomeandfoundMpho

waitingforme.

"whyareyounotatwork?InevertoldyouIwas



comingbacktodaymos"Iaskedhim.

"WellIjustfiguredfourdayswasallyou

needed.ManIhadcallscominginfrom all

cornersoftheworld.Yourmother,yourex,your

fuckboy,yourbrother.Everyonewascalling.

ImaginehavingAidenandRaycallingme.I

meanwow.Goshitwascuteatfirstbuttiring

lateron.Youneedtopayme"

"ChomiyouthinkIm awalkingATM.Besides

that'swhatfriendsarefor"

"Sowherewereyou...Icanseeyouglowing

girl...phelayouhavebeenstressedeventhough

youdidn'twanttotellmewhattheproblem was.

ButI'm gladalliswellnow.Icanseethat'fuck

it'attituderadiating.Yesssgirl"



"WellyoulookstressedyourselfMpho.What's

goingon"

"Igotdumped"

Ilaughed"waitwhat?Youwereinarelationship?

Ithoughtyousaidyoudon'tdosuchthings?"

"WellIwasjustgivingitagotoseewhereit

takesme.Clearlyittookmenowhere.Chomi

I'm heartbroken.Imeanhowcanhedumpall

thesesexiness"

"Awwwsorrychomi.DoIknowhim?'

"Yeah...Imeanheisbigoninstabutstillhiding



thathisgay.WellheisaNigerianandwhenour

relationshipwasnewhesoldmedreams,took

metothebestclubs,bestshops,andthose

vacationsItookwereallhim.jikijikiIwasa

regularinhisapartmentbuthehardlytookme

anywhere.AllIwasdoingwaslearnhowto

cookindomienoodlesforhim inallstyles.Dont

forgetjollofricewhilehewasoutthereclubbing

withhisnewcatch.Thenhedumpedme.Istill

wantedhim.Youknowwhat?,I'm donewith

love"

"Welcometotheclubchomi.Let'smakethis

guapandforgetthisniggas"

"Mensucks.Theyreallysuck"

"Icamebackwithsomeproperwine,tequila

andalotsofvodkasolet'shaveourowncrazy



partytocelebratebeingsingle."IsaidTaking

outthealcohol.

"Areyousingle?IthoughtyouandAidenhad

somethinggoingon."Hepouredussome

tequilashots.

"Nohedoesn'twantarelationshipSoIhave

decidedwegoingtohavesomefriendswith

benefitstyparelationship.Nostringsattached.I

meanImayneedtomakeallthismoneybutI

stillneedsomesexandI'm notinthemoodof

findinganewpartner"

"Yessgirl!That'swhatImmado.Butalways

havetheupperhandOk?Anddon'tcatch

feelings."



Wedrankourshots.

"Ok.Let'sgetthispartystarted"Iputonsome

musicbutMphostartedcrying.

"DidIdosomethingwrongMpho.Whatis

goingon?"

Hesobbed"switchofftheNigerianmusic.It's

remindingmeofhim"

Iwantedtolaughbuthuggedhim instead.I

wenttochangethemusicandwestarted

drinkinganddancing.Itwasjustamatterof

timetillourGeneralnursingscienceclinical

lecturercallsandaskwhyIwasn'tatwork.She

wasjustthattypeofpersonwhocan'tmindher

ownbusiness.Shewouldsayshewasjust



doingherjob.Meanwhilethemidwiferyclinical

lecturerneverevencaredwhetheryouwereat

workornot.

Ididn'tevenhavesicknotes.Butnottoworry

southAfricaisacountryfullofpossibility.Iwas

justgoingtobuyit.Don'ttrythisathomekids,

it'sdangerous.

Idon'tknowhowmanybottleswedrankbut

whateverweweresayingafterthatdidn'tmake

sense.Wejustlookedateachotherand

laughed.Mphowaswasted.Iwasdrunkbut

fine.

Therewasaknock.Mphowenttoopen.Iwas

justlaughing.YouwouldswearIhadsmokeda

bluntbutIpromiseyouIdidn't.



"Chomiyourdickishere"heshouted

ThefriendsIkeepthough.Howcanhesaythat.

Thisoneneedacleansinginhisfoulmouth.

"Areyouguysok?"Aidensaidashewalkedin.

"Wehaveneverbeenbetter"Ianswered

Mphosaidsomethingaboutgoingtosleep.He

wasjustgivingmeandAidenspace.Iwas

HornysoIdidn'twastetimeanddraggedhim to

myroom.Iwasgoingtobeincontroltonight.

AsmuchasIwasdrunk,Istillwantedtoride

him good.



I'm talkingabouttheproperwomanontopnot

thesethingsthatyouguysdowhereyouendup

lookinglikeyoudancingatraditionalBasotho

dance.Dancingwithyoushoulderandshit.No

guysstopdoingthusoPhaladuringwomanon

top.Yourwaistandbuttistheonlythingwe

needtoseemoving.Okladies?

AnywaysIwasincontrol,showingthisguyhow

it'sdone,startingfrom theblowjobtoriding

him.Mostofthetimeithasalwaysbeenhim

beingincontrolandstuffbutthistimearound,

mogheltookbackthecrown.Manmy

confidenceinthishasalreadyreached100+

level.

Hewasgroaninglikeananimal.

Afterweweredoneigotupandwrapped

myselfwithmygown



"Shitbabethatwasgood"hesmiled.

"Ok...butyoumustleavenow"

"What?Why?Ijustgothere.IthoughtIwas

goingtosleepover."Heprotested.

"noyoudefinitelythoughtwrong....wellmeand

youwilldothiswithnostringsattached

whatsoever."

"Butthatdoesn'tmeanIshouldn'tsleepover.

AhcomeonZenia.Ithasstartedraining."

"Youhavecar.Boybye"



Iwalkedtothebathroom andlefthim there

complaining.WhenIcamebackhegaveme

thebegginglook,hopingIwouldchangemy

mindbutIwasn'tgoingtobudge.

Heendedupleaving.Helookedpissed.Mpho

wasalreadysleepingsoaftertakingashowerI

slepttoo.

Thenextdayiwenttowork.Thehangoverwas

onanotherlevel.Ilookedsick.Ithelpedme

whenIwenttoseemyclinicallecturer.Ididn't

evenhavetoexplainIwassick.Shesawit

herself.

CharlescametomewhileIwasaloneinthe

dressingroom.



"Hey"

"Hey"

"Ihaven'tseenyouhereinawhile.Whereyou

sick?Howareyouandthebaby?

"Baby?Whatbaby?"

OhshitIrememberedwhatAidensaidtothe

poorguytheotherday.

"LookCharles.Therewasneverababy.Iwas

ignoringyousolelybecausethesexwehadwas

theworstIhaveeverhad.NotinabadwaybutI

thinkyouneedtohearthis...forsomeonewith

suchanequipment,yourstrokesareweak.Very



weak.Youneedtodosomething..okIhaveto

gonow"

Isaidthenrushedout.AtleastItoldhim the

truth.Itmighthurthim butItoldhim.Itwasup

tohim toDecidewhattododowithit.Theday

wasjustdraggingonslowlybutIwasatleast

feelingbetter.l

MyarrangementwithAidenwasgoinggreat,I

meanhewasalwaysavailablewhenIneededa

roundorso.Veryreliableatthat.KellyandRay

werestilltryingtoruinmylife.Rayclaimed

sinceIpromisedtodowhateverforhim thenI

hadtorunsomeerrandsforhim.Mostofthem

werejusttransportingthings...wellhisdrugsto

hisclients.Mindyou,hehaddriversforsuch

jobsbuthewantedmetodoit.Ididitonceand

afterthatIhiredsomeguysandpaidthem.



InthemeantimeIwastryingtogettothe

bottom ofthisdrugstealingstory.Alex

maintainedhisinnocenceandIsortofbelieved

him.Raywouldcallmeforunnecessarythings

justsoIcouldgotohishouse.Istartedmaking

excusesabouttestsandworkandwhateverso

Icouldminimisethevisits.Hisdemandswere

absurd.

"Doyouwanttogowatchamoviewithme?"

Aidensaidaswelaidinhisbedafteroneofour

hotsessions.

"WhywouldIwanttogooutandwatchaMovie

withyou?"Itookmybraandtherestofmy

clothesandstartedtodressup.



"Wearefriends..isn'tthatwhatfriendsdo?"

"Yeah.IdowatchmovieswithMpho."

"Iknow...wellwecanjustwatchaKorean

seriestogether.IbetMphohatesthem.Ihave

'Theheirs'.Wecanwatchit.

"Mpholovesthem.Wearedonewiththeheirs.

Heistheonewhocamewithit.AnywaysIgot

togo"Ifinisheddressingup.

"Whenareyougoingtospendsometimewith

me?.Youhardlydothat.Andit'snotfair"

"Towho?wedospendenoughtimetogether"



"That'sjustonlywhenyouwantsex.Whenyou

don'twantit,youhavenotimeforme.Even

aftersexyouleaveimmediately.Whenyouget

hereyoudon'tevensitforacupofteaora

glassofwinesowecantalkaboutstuff.You

don'ttellmestuffnomore."

"Wellit'sbecauseIdidn'tcomehereforthe

glassofwineoryourcoffee.IknowwhatI

cameherefor.Wehadanagreementanditonly

talkedaboutsex.Therewasnowine,moviesor

dinnerinvolved."

"IknowbutIjustneedtohavetimewithyou."

"Youaregettingitallwrong.Wearenotdating.

Thereisnoneedforthat.Nowifyouwillexcuse

me.Igottago"Itookmypurseandleft.



Hauheistheonewhotoldmethathedidn't

wantarelationshipwithmebutnowheexpects

metodoagirlfriend'sdutyonafriendwith

benefitscontract.Haino.Hemustbedrunk.

TherewasnoneedforustoplayloveyDovey

anditwasjustnotgoingtohappen.IfIwantto

watchmoviesillgowithMphooralonesame

appliestodinner.Itwon'tbewithhim.People

don'tlikeitwhenyougivethem thetasteof

theirownmedicine.

IhadtimeswhenIwasn'tevenAvailableforhim

andIthinkhedidn'tlikeitthatmuch.Weused

tohavesexthreetofourtimesaweekbutthen

itwentontojustonceaweekoronceintwo

weeks.Iwasbusyhavingsome'me'time.

SaturdaymorningIwokeupanddidsome



exerciseswithMpho.Hewasstartingto

becomeagym freak.Wehadatreadmillthathe

gotfrom theNigerianexthetimewhenlove

wasrosy.

"Don'tyouthinkAidenlikeyou..Ithinkhejust

doesn'twanttotellyou"

"NoMphohedoesn't."

"okIthinkyourphoneisringing"hesaid

handingittome.ItwasAiden.Therewaslike

about5missedcallsfrom him.Wellmyphone

wasonsilent.HecalledagainandIanswered.I

waspantingfrom alltherunningIhavebeen

doingonthetreadmill.

Aiden:isthisabadtime?Yousoundlikeyou



havebeenbusy.

Iwasabouttotellhim Iwasbusyonthe

treadmillbutMphohitmeontheback

unexpectedlyandIscreamed.Itwaspainful.I

didn'tevenknowwhatheusedtohitmewith.

Hethentookmyphoneandhungup.

"Ouchwhatwasthefor.Doyoucaretoexplain

whatishappeninghere?"

"Thewayyouwerepanting,Aidenthoughtyou

mighthavebeenhavingsex.Ohandalsothe

wayyouscreamed,girlthatwasthecherryon

top.Heprobablythinksyouarebusywithsome

guyrightnow.Ibetheisseethingwithanger

whereverheis"



"Youhitmeforthat?Youaretheworstfriend

ever.Aidendoesn'tevencareaboutsuch"

"Let'sbet"

"Fine.Howmuch?"

"WellifIprovethathecaresthenyouowemea

vacation'

"AndifIwin...whatdoyouoweme..youcan't

evenaffordtotakemetoyourhometownin

matatiele"

"Trymechomi....butbesidesthat.Immawin

this"



"CoolNowcanwegobacktoexercising"I

rolledmyeyes.

Ithinkitwasapproximately10minutesafter

talkingtoAidenonthephonewhenwehearda

knock.

"Showyourself"Mphoshouted

Aidenwalkedin.Hesawwhatwewereupto

andicouldseeitwasdefinitelynotwhathe

expected.

"IwasjustintheneighborhoodandIjust

thought....youknowIshouldcomesayhi"he

stuttered.



"HiAiden"Mphosaidsmiling.

"Youguyscontinue...I'llseeyoulaterZee"he

walkedout.

Mpholaughed"neighborhoodmyfoot....chomi

youowemeavacation...hashtagislandVibes...

hashtagAideniscatchingfeelings.Hashtag

youareindenial.hashtagvacationloading.

HashtagI'm goingtopackmybags"hesaid

thenwenttohisroom dancing.Hewasso

excitedyoucouldtell.

Aidenthough!Whatwasthatallabout?Heis

gonnahavetopayforthisvacation!Nxa

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter36



Aiden'sPointOfView(POV)

"Iseverythingalright?"MasonaskedjustafterI

gotback

"Whydoyouask?"

"Yousortofleftinahurryafteraphonecallyou

madewithZeeandnowyouareback.What's

goingon"

"NothingisgoingonMason.Iwasgoingtothe

garagetobuysomething"

"Yeahright.Eversinceyouandthatchick

startedfuckingagain,youarenotok"



"WhatdoyoumeanI'm notok?"

"Ohwellnevermindthat...lemmemindmyown

business.AnywayyougotaninviteforJ'sparty

that'shappeningtonight."

"Cool"

ItextedZeeandaskedifshewouldliketogoto

apartywithmeandshejustrepliedwith'ok'.If

onlysheknewhowmuchIhatedthatoneword

reply.itoldherI'llpickherupat19h00.

Idon'tknowwhyIthoughtshewashavingsex

withsomeguy.Idon'tknowwhyIfelttheneed

togothereandcheck.Thatwasjuststupidof

mereallybutanynormalpersonwoulddowhat



Idid,right?

Shewaspantinglikesomebodywhowas

havingsomeroughsexandthenshescreamed

andIjustlostit.Iwasnotsupposedtoloseit

butIcouldn'thelpit.Wehaven'treally

discussedtherulesofourrelationship.Likeare

weallowedtoseeotherpeopleornot?.Wellwe

notevenseeingeachother.It'sjustsex.But

thereisnoneedtoseeotherpeople.Shecan't

seeanotherguywhileIam satisfyingher

sexually.Whatdoessheneedanotherguyfor?

ToprovethatIfeltnothingforZeniaIcalledone

oftheInstagram girlthatIhavebeenchatting

withforawhilenow.Shedidn'tevenhesitate

andwemetatsomehotel.Icouldn'tmeetherin

myhouseincasesheturnsintoapsycho.We

hadsexandIdidn'tfeelguiltyaboutit.Soit



meantIfeltnothingforzee..

"Ineedmoneyfortransportbabe"thegirlsaid

asshedressedup.

"Howmuch"

"5k"

Ididn'tsaymuchandjustgaveittoher.These

werethetypeofgirlsthatyouneedtouse

protectionwithallthedamntime.ididnteven

driveherhome.WhenIgothomeItookabath

andstartedpreparingforJ'sparty.Jhostedthe

sickestpartieseversomissingthem wasnot

anoption.



Igottozenia'splacearound6topickherup.

Shewasnotevendone.Aftersomefew

minutesshegotoutofherbedroom andtold

mewecouldgo.Sheworesomesortofatight

minidress.Ifeltlikeitwastootightorshort.

SomethingthatslayqueensofInstagram would

wear.ididn'tsayathingthough.

Wegottothepartyandguyswerejustchecking

herout.Itwasuncomfortableforme.

"Heyman"Jsaidhuggingme.

"Hey"

"Whoisthislovelyladyoverhere"hesaid

Takingherhandandkissingit.



"Sheiszenia"

"HiZee.I'm Jason"hesmiledandshesmiled

back.

"Sohowareyourelatedtomybrotherover

here?"Heaskedlookingather.Hewasalready

flirtingwithher.Thisbastard.

"Sheismyfriend"Iansweredbeforeshecould.

"Okthen.Enjoyandwelcometomyhumble

abode"hedisappearedtothecrowd.

Masonalsocamelateron.Zeewantedtogo

anddancebutIturnedherdown.Ihardlydo

thatinpublic.MaybeIneverdosuchinpublic.



WellIusedtodocrazystuffthattimewhenwe

weresoclose.Likekaraokeandstuff.Idon't

normallydothat.Imaypulloutsomecrazy

stuntsforthenetbutgoofystuffwasn'toneof

them.

"Ihaveseensomesexygirlstonightman.But

howareyougonnatalktothem sinceyou

broughtZeniahere"masonsaidhittingmeon

thearm.

"Youtalkasifsheismygirlfriend.I'llrespect

herenoughnottodisappearwithanyofthese

girlsbutI'llgettheirnumbers."

"That'smyman.TheAidenIknow"

Someofthesegirlswerethrowingthemselves



onussoIdidscorefewnumbershereand

there.

ItmighthavebeenlikeanhourorsowhenI

realizedthatIhaven'tseenZenia.Isortof

forgotabouther.Thesemamasitaswere

keepingmebusy.Istartedlookingforher.We

cametogetherafterall.Ifoundherupstairs

chillingwithJayinoneofhisspecialrooms.

The'VIProom'ashecallsit.Theyweretalking

andlaughing.Idon'tknowwhatliesJasonwas

tellingherbutIcouldseeshewassmittenby

him.

Theywereallovereachotherlikeabadrash.I

walkeduptothem.

"Ithinkit'sgettinglateZee.Weshouldleave"I

saidasIgottoher.



"What?It'sjustpastten"

"Haveyouforgottenaboutthetestyouare

writingonMonday?"

"Whattest"

"Ohyouaredrunk,youdon'tremember?Well

sorryjay,shehasahugetestonMonday.Gotta

go"Idraggedherallthewaytomycar.

"Whatwasthatallabout?Whydidyoudothat?

Idon'tevenhaveatestorwhatever"

"Youclearlylookedlikeyouwantedtofall

victim intoJason'strap.Isavedyou."



"Idon'tneedyoursavingAiden.Youareso

annoying"

"I'm annoying?Wowsosavingyoufrom aguy

thatIknowsowellmakesmeannoying?"

"Takemehome"

"IthoughtyouwanttogobacktoJ"

"TakemehomeAiden!"

"Fine"Istartedthecar

****"**



Zenia'sPOV

Iwokeuptoamessagefrom theprivate

investigatorthatIhired.Alltheevidencewas

theretoshowthatKellyframedAlex.Aiden

wasMaddeningbutthisjustputmeoff.Iwas

fuming.

ItookaquickbathanddrovetoRay'splace

hopingtofindKellybutshewasn'tthere.The

helpersaidshewentshopping.IdrovetoRay's

workplace.Heworkedonweekendsaswell.

"Mam youcan'tgointhere.sirisverybusy"

ThepersonalassistanttriedtostopmebutI

washavingnoneofit.



"Don'ttouchmeFelicia"Iyankedherhandthat

wastryingtostopme.

"I'm notFelicia"sheprotested

"Yeahwhatever"ipushedthedooropenand

Raywasbusymakingoutwithsomechick..your

typicalslayqueen.Thismanwhoreneedhelp,

serioushelp.Healwaysclaim heisworking

whileheisbusyfuckinggirlsinhisoffice.

"miss.Goandwaitforhim outside"Isaid

showingherthedoor.

ShelookedatRayhopinghewouldrefusebut

hejustnodded.Shedraggedherheelsand

walkedout.Clearlypissedwithme.



"It'snotwhatitlookslike.Imeansheisjust..."

"Whyareyouexplaining?.Ididn'task.FranklyI

don'tcare"

"Whyareyouherethen?"

"Yourgirlfriendframedmybrother.Shestole

thedrugsandmoneysoI'm lookingforher.Are

youbyanychanceinvolvedinthistoo?"

Helaughed"areyouseriousrightnow.Isthis

thebestyoucando?"

"What?"

"Blameusforwhatyourbrotherdid?Wow



Zenia"

"ThisisnotajokeRayandI'm verypissedoff

thatyousentmeupanddownforshit.Your

girlfriendknewallalongandnowIhadtorisk

thegoodrelationshipIhadwithJames.Doyou

knowthatifheeverfindoutthenyouare

fuckedtoo..didthatevercrossyourmindorall

youwantedwastoteachmealesson'

"Kellywouldneverdothat?"

"Ohreally.Okthen"myphonevibrated.Itwasa

messagefrom thehelperalertingmethatKelly

wasback.Iaskedherto.

Ididn'tsayanythingelsetoRay.Ilefthim

standingthere.



"Zeniawhereareyougoing?"heshouted.

IhadboughtawhipthatIwasgoingtouseon

Kelly.IgotitatJozi,thoselongcolourfulones

thattheymake.TruthisIcan'tfightsothewhip

wasgoingtobemysaviour.Kellymightlook

prettyandallbutsheisacolouredchickand

thereisahighchanceshecan'moer'meandI'll

endupinahospitalformonths.Colouredsdon't

playlikethat.

Igottothehouseandfoundherreadinga

magazine,herfeetelevatedonthecoffeetable.

WellinordertowinthisfightIhadtocatchher

offguard..soIdidn'tevenannouncemy

presence.Thewhipdidthatformeandshe

jumpedtotheotherside.Ifollowedherand

whippedhersomemore.Maybetwoorthree

moretimes.ShewascryingforhelpbutIhad



heratacorner.

Ididn'tevenseeRaycominginbutheheldmy

handandtookthewhip.Kellysawitasan

opportunitytogetawayfrom me.Shewas

cursingmeinsomeAfrikaanswordsthatIhave

neverheardmywholelife.

Raywasboilingmad.Ifitwasn'tbecauseheis

darkthenhewasgoingtoturnred.

"I'm goingtokillyouKelly.Youthinkyoucan

sendmeupanddownfornothing.I'llteachyou

nottomesswithme."IshoutedatKelly.Ray

wasstillholdingme.

"Everybodyshutthefuckup.Zeniayoubetter

haveabetterexplanationforthisorohhelpme



Lord"Rayshoutedandtherewassilence.

"Agoodexplanationforwho?Icanwhipyou

too.Youain'tgotnoballswhatsoever.Mrtough

guywakunukha"IsatonthecouchandRaysat

nexttome.Kellysatatthefarend.

"Kellywhatdidyoudo?"Heignoredmeand

divertedhisattentiontoher.

"Nothing,shejustattackedme.Sheis

delusional.takehertoamentalhospital"

"I'llshowyoudelusionalmoghel."Isaid

gettingupandgoingtoher.

"SitthefuckdownZenia"Raygrabbedme



"didyouframemybrotherKelly?.Ifeellikewe

goingbackandforthwiththis."

"Didyouordidyounot?"Rayshoutedather.

"Iwasdoingusafavour"thewordsalmost

cameoutasawhisper.

"DidIaskforafavour?DidI?Fuck!"Hehitthe

coffeetablewithafist.

"NywenywenyweKellywouldnever.Whatis

this?Mmmm "

"ShutthefuckupZeniaplease"hereprimanded

meforthe100thtime.



"WhyshouldI.It'snotyouwhosufferedoryour

brotherwhosuffered.Yousentmeupand

downforbullshit.Mybrotherstillcan'twalk

properlybecauseofyou.Akereyourulewithan

ironfist"

"I'lldealwithyoulaterKelly,gotoyourroom."

"YouarenotgoinganywhereKelly.Idon'twant

toworkwithyoupeoplenomore."Ispokethen

foldedmyhands.

"Don'ttakeharshdecisionsthatyouwillregret

later"Raysaid.

Ilaughed"harshwhat?Mantheharshest

decisionItookwastodateyou



Didyourgirlfriendtellyouthatshewantedto

sendmetoBrazilianjail?.Shewasplanningto

setmeup!"

"What?"

"Yes.Yourmissgoodytwoshoeshadbeen

meaningtogetridofmeeversinceshe

discoveredmyexistence."

"Kellyisthistrue?"Heasked

"OhforcryingoutloudRay.Whenareyougoing

tostartbelievingstuffItellyou?"

"Youpromisednottotellhim Zenia"shespoke

lookingatme.



"Afterwhatyoudid?Ithoughtweweregoingto

begoodtoeachotherbutyoudidn'tkeepyour

endofthebargain."

"youhaveofficiallybeenfiredinallthe

departmentsthatyouwererunning.Youare

movingoutfrom thishouseandIdon'tcare

whereyougo"Rayspoke.Hewasmad.

"Raydon'tdothatPlease"shebegged

"Gotoyourroom andpack..."

"Ray..."

"Now!"



Ifeltthat'now'aswell.Sheranupstairscrying.

"ItwasnicedoingbusinesswithyouRaymond

butIquit.I'm justgoingtoexplaintoJames

thatIdidamistakeandquitthatsidetoo"

"Whatmistakedidyoudo"

"WheredoyouthinkIwasgoingtoget45kgof

drugssinceyoumadesurenobodysellstome.

Igoitfrom zim,withouthisknowledge

ofcourse"

"OhmyGodzenia.Howcouldyoudo

that.?Thatguysistheworsthumanbeingyou

caneverdoublecross"



"Whosefaultisit?Notmine"

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyoudidthat?"

Ilaughed"YouarefunnyRay."

"Whydidn'tyoutellme?"Iimitatedhim and

laughed.

"Thisisnotalaughingmatter.Weneedtotake

backthedrugstozim beforehefindsout.I

hopewhoevergavethem toyoucankeepa

secret."

"I'm justgoingtotellhim whathappenedand

youwillfindanothersupplier"



"No..pleaseyoucan'ttellhim whathappened.

Thatguyhatesmygutsalready.Thiswouldjust

beanicingonthecakeforhim."

"WellKellyputyouinthismessyouwillfigureit

outtogether.Sendthedrugsback.I'm nolonger

involved"

Myphonerangandwebothlookedatthe

screentoseewhowascalling.Raywasjust

pryinginthingsthatdon'tconcernhim.Itwas

Jamescalling.Iputitonloudspeaker.

Zenia:hellosir

James:Ineedtoseeyounow...Getyourass

overhereZenia!



Rayputhishandsonhishead.Nobodyhadto

sayanything.Webothknewshithadhitthefan!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter37

Zenia'sPOV

"Doyouwantmetocomewithyou?"Rayasked

andIjustrolledmyeyes,Tookmystuffandleft

withoututteringanotherword.Comewithme

forwhat?

Iam notsosurewhatJameswascallingmefor

butitwassafetosayitwasn'tagoodthing.

Therewasapossibilitythathecouldkillmefor



whatIdid.Theseguyshavenorespectforlife

whatsoever.Alltheywanttodoistoprovehow

powerfultheyare.Whateveritwas,Iwasready

forit.ItextedMphotosayifIdon'tcomeback

thenIhavebeenkilledorprobablytakento

anothercountryandnottobefoundagain.

Igotthereandheardthathejustleft.Therewas

anemergencysomewherethathehadtodeal

with.Howeverheleftamessagewithsomeguy

tellingmetofixacertaindealthatwent

wrong.apparentlysomeguydidn'tgethis

package.Wasthatallhewascallingmefor?

Wellthenthatmeanthedidn'tknowaboutwhat

Idid.Ihadtofindawaytotellhim beforeitwas

toolate.

IcalledTatenda,theguywhom Ididthedeal

withinzim justtomakesureJamesdidn't



know.

Zenia:heystranger.

Tatenda:hey

Zenia:isthereachancethatyoumighthave

toldJamesaboutthedrugsormaybehefound

out?

Tatenda:noandIwouldnever.LookIwas

helpingyououtbecauseyouseemeddesperate.

Iwon'ttellhim.Areyougettingcoldfeet?.

Zenia:Iwasthinkingabouttellinghim and

askingforforgiveness.Iwanttoreturnthe

drugs



Tatenda:returningthem wouldbesuspiciousto

thepeopleIworkwithhere.Whateveryoudo,

don'ttellJames.Whathedoesn'tknowwon't

killhim.

Zenia:butifhefindsouthewillkillme.

Tatenda:Thereisahighchanceofhim hurting

youifyouconfess.Idon'tunderstandhowhis

mindworksbutheisneverlenientwithpeople

thatadmitstowrongdoings.Ihavebeen

workingwiththatguyforyearsnow.Andthisis

somethingheisnotlikelytofindout.Keepyour

mouthshutandI'lldothesame.

Zenia:ifyousayso.



Tatenda:aslongasyoudidn'ttellanyonewho

canusethisagainstyouthenwearefine.You

didn'ttellanyone,didyou?

Zenia:no,ofcoursenot.OkIhavetogonow.

Ihungup.

WelltellingRaywasariskonitsownbutIdon't

thinkhewouldratmeout.Ifhedoesthenhis

businesssufferstoo.

ThenextmorningIwokeupandwenttowork.

"Whatwasthatmessageallabout.Youscared

theshitoutofme"Mphocametomeinthe

wardIwasworkingin.



"Itwasajokechomi"

"Yohdon'tplaylikethat.Butyouknowyoucan

tellmewhatever,right?"

"Iknow.Nowgotoyourwardandwork.I'm

fine"

"I'llbebackattea.Ineedtokeepaneyeon

you"hesaidthenleft.

Somesisteraskedmetohelpherchangea

patient.Nowthisguyhasbedsoresalloverhis

bum andsomepartofhisback.itwasa

heartbreakingthingtowatch.Thewholebum

wasalmostgone.Bedsoresarehorrible,Itell

you.Besidesthebedsoreshehadsoiled



himself.Nowimaginethesmellfrom thewound

plusthefaeces.EventhemaskIhadonwasn't

helpingatall.ItriedtobebravebutI'm only

humanafterall.Ifainted.

IwokeupincasualtyandwastoldthatIhave

faintedintheward.Nowtheywerebusydoing

pregnancytestsandall.ThankGodIwasn't

pregnant.Ijustfaintedbecausethesmellwas

toomuchforme.

Theweekwentonsofast.Jamescalledto

thankmeforfixingtheerrorthatwasmadeand

alsoapologizeforthinkingitwasmewho

messeditup.IwasgoingtotakeTatendas's

adviceandnottellhim.Iguessheknows

better.ItoldRayIhavefixedtheproblem and

heshouldn'tevertalkaboutittoJames.



FridaycameandAidenaskedmetogoto

anotherpartywithhim.HisbestfriendMason

wasthrowingapartyatCapetown.Partying

wasliketheonlythinghewasgoodat.Imight

havehatedpartiesbuttheywerehelpingme

distress.Ididn'thavetotakeavacationevery

nowandthen.

Therewasaprivatejettotakeusthere.Idon't

knowwhetheritwashiredorwhat.Butthe

partywaslit.TheonlypeopleIknewinthat

partywasAiden,MasonandJasonbutAiden

sortofmadesureIdidn'tevenspendmorethan

fiveminuteswithJason.Hewaspractically

everywhereIwas.IdranktillIdidn'tknowwhat

mynamewas.Ican'tevenrememberthedayI

havedrankalcohollikethis.It'sprobablynever.

ThelastthingIrememberwasAidenpicking



meuptoleave.ThenIpassedout.

Iwokeupinahugebedroom.Theheadache

wasthereofcourse.Aidenwasnotthere.I

walkeduptothewindowtocheckwhereIwas.

Itlookedlikeahugemansionfrom whatIwas

seeing.Theenvironmentwasunfamiliar.

Itookashirtthatwasonthechairandworeit.

"Breakfastisready"Aidenshoutedfrom

downstairs.

ThankGod.Iwashungry,Icouldeatahorse.

HereIwasreadytogoindulgeonthetasty

breakfastthathehadprepared.Thereisno

doubtheisabettercookthanme.Everybodyis

probablyabettercookthanmeoutcheaiwalked



downstairsonlywearinghisshirt.

Iwasalmostatthekitchenwhenthemaindoor

flewopenandpeopleentered.Idon'tknowwho

thesepeoplewereandIjustassumedthey

werehisfamilybecauseofsomeresemblance

hereandthere.

Thefirstpersontoenterwasthistalloldguy

withsomescaryassbeard.Therewasnodoubt

theguywasarab.Behindhim wasatallpretty

chickwithlongcurlyhair.Thentherewasaguy

whoreallylookedlikeAiden.Hewasprobably

threeyearsyoungerthanhim orso.Iliterally

justfrozewhenthosepeopleentered.

Everybodysizedmeupanditwasn'tagood

feelingatall.

Theguywhoassumedwasthefatherlooked



likehecouldkillme.Thechickjustlookedat

meindisgust.TheguysmiledbutIswearIhave

neverfeltsohatedinmywholelife.Iflooks

couldkillthenIwouldbesixfeetundernow.

AidencametowhereIwasandthat'swhenthe

doorflewopenagainandaqueenofSheba

entered.Sheworethisjacketthatscreamed

moneyandsomeshoesthatIhavebeen

meaningtobuybutthepricewasabovemy

soul.Everybodylookedshockedtoseeme.

Aidenwasonlywearingpants.Noshirt

whatsoeverbuthedidn'tlookelikeheeven

cared.

"Whatthehellisgoingonhere?"Thequeenof

Shebaspoke.



"Nobodytoldmeyaallwillbecomingbackthis

early.HowwasthetriptoDoha?"Aidenspoke.

Hedidn'tevenseem botheredthathisfamily

foundmethere,wearingnothingbuthisshirt

forthatmatter.

"EveryonethisisZenia.Zeniathat'smydadMr

khan,mymom MrsKhan,mysisterNadiaand

mybrotherAdrian"

Thedadstormedoutfirstthenthemom

followed.Thesistersizedmeuponemoretime

andwalkeduptoherroom.Adriancameupto

meandhuggedme.

"HeyZen.Ihopethisassholeistreatingyou

well"



Ijustsmiled.Iwasembarrassed.PerhapsifI

wasdressedup,itwouldhavebeenbetter.

"Ahdon'tworryaboutmyfamily..theyprobably

forgottotaketheirpillsthismorning"hesaid

andthenlaughedwithAiden.

"Dadwillkillyou"Aidenspoke

"HowdidyoumeetAiden.Iwannahearall

aboutit.DoyoumindifIjoinyouforbreakfast?"

IjustnoddedbutdeepdownIwantedtoask

AidensothatwecanleaveorIleave.

Iwentupstairsandgotdressedandwentback

toeatbreakfast.Iwaseventreadingcarefully

incaseImeetoneofthosethreepeoplewho

didntseem tolikemeinthepassage.



"IthinkIshouldleave"IwhisperedtoAiden

whenwewerebusyeating.

"Why?"

"WellI'm justnotcomfortable,that'sall."

"Relax.Theydon'tbite.Theyarejustsurprised

toseeyou.I'llbeback"hesaidthenwalkedout.

"Iknowmyfamilyaren'tthemostwelcoming

peopleeverbutdon'tleave.Aidenforinstance

isoneofthebiggestassholesIknow.Most

peopleknowhim asthenotsofriendlyguy.He

islikemydad.MydadmaylooklikeAbuBakrAl

-Baghdadibutbehindthatbeardisasweetman.

Hejustdon'tlethisguarddownthateasily.My



mom ontheotherhandcanbeabitdifficultbut

shedoesittoprotectus.Mysisterisbitchy96

percentofthetimeandIthinkit'sbecauseher

relationshipneverworksout.Butbetweenme

andyou...Therelationshipsdon'tworkbecause

sheisbitchy.Ain'tnobodygonnastandforthat.

I'm theonlynicepersoninthisfamily.Nolie.

LikesometimesIfeellikeIshouldrequesta

DNAtestjusttobesureIbelonghere.Everfelt

likethat?"

"Nice?YouarejustapussycatAdrian"Aiden

saidashecamebackfrom whereverhewas.

"beingniceandkindneverhurtsnobodyAiden.

Youshouldtryit"

Adriandidseem likeanicepersonindeed.He

keptontellingmestoriesaboutAidenand



somehowIfoundmyselflaughing.Therewasa

hugefamilyportraitinthelivingroom butthere

wasalittlebabygirlthatIhaven'tseenever

sinceIgothere.

Adrianfoundmelookingatthepicture.

"Wellthat'smylilsister.Shewaskilledsome

timeago.IthitourfamilyhardbutIfeellike

Aidenhasn'treallyacceptedit,likeheblame

himself,youknow.anywaysenoughaboutthe

badnewslet'sgopaintthestreetsred.I'm

cravingforsomeicecream"

ItookabathfirstandthenleftwithAdrian.

Iwantedtogobuysomecomfortableclothes

sinceallIhadwasthetightdressfrom last



night.ThankGodIdidn'twearashortonethis

timearoundorIwasgoingtofeelandlook

weird.Adriantookmetoanearbyshopping

centerandIboughtsometracksuits,ajeanand

atee.Itwasnowcold.Youknowhowthe

weatherincapetownis...itchangeswhenever.

Iwasplanningtoleavetoday.Therewasno

wayIwasgoingtobesubjectedtofunnylooks

from thesepeoplethewholeweekend.

"IhavetogoAiden.IjustgotacallthatAlexis

backatthehospital"Isaidtohim inhis

bedroom whenIcameback.

"Stoplying"

"WellwhydoIhavetobeherewithyourfamily.

Thesepeopledon'tevenlikeme"



"Youaremyfriend.Ilikeyou.Adrianlikesyou.

Don'tmindthem"

"Notheplanwasnottomeetyourfamilyinthe

firstplace.Ijustwanttogohome"

"Okfine.I'lltakeyoutoMason'splace.Heis

leavinglatertonight"

ItookwhateverIhadandwalkeddownstairs

withhim.Adrianwasthereplayingagameon

thephone.

"Don'ttellmeyouareleaving.Comeonitwas

funhavingyouhere.Youaregivingthese

peoplehighBP.It'sfuntowatch"



"I'llseeyousomeothertimeAdrian."

Hehuggedme.

"BesafeoutthereandifAidendoessomething

toyou.Callme.Imeanit,callmeandI'llfixhim

foryou"

Ididn'teventellhim thattherewasnothing

goingonbetweenhisbrotherandI.

Themotherdescendedthestairsandthesister

followedsuit.Thiswomanhadacertainwalk

thatscreamedclass.Shedidn'twalklikepeople

whoarebroke.Youcouldtellshehadmoney

justbyhowshewalks..Theyworesometennis

clothes.Youknowthewhiteminiskirtspeople

whoplaystenniswear.



ShesaidsomethingtoAdrianinalanguageI

didn'tknow.ProbablytomakesureIdon'thear

whatshesays.Shethenturnedtome.

"BythetimeIcomeback,Idon'twantyou

anywhereinmyhouseandpleasestayaway

from mysonoryouwon'tlikewhatI'm goingto

dotoyou"shesaidthensmiled.

Thesisterkeptonrunningherhandthroughher

longcurlyhair.Iswearshejustwantedtoshow

mesheain'twearingaweavelikeme.Ag

whatever.

Theywalkedout.

Ohwell!



************

Happyvotingdaygoodpeople.Hopeyaallare

planningtogocastyourvotetoyourbeloved

party.Hereisaninserttokeepyoubusywhile

youwaitinline

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter38

Zenia'sPOV

Thischapterinmylifeiscalledliving

dangerously!

________

Howcanyoujusthateapersonthatyoudon't

evenknow?.ThesepeopleareluckythatIhave



nointentionoffightingunnecessarybattles,

otherwiseIwasgoingtoshowthem flames.I

canplaydirtyandtheywon'tlikeit.

HoweverIwasplanningtoleavetheirsonalone

liketheyrequested.2019weain'trunningafter

anyman.Sibusy.

"Whatdidshesaytoyou"Aidenaskedashe

walkedtowherewewere.

"Mom andNadiajustneedfoodman.They

needamagwinyawithpolony,cheeseand

mangolawithchakalakaandchipswithlotsof

mayonnaiseandaloafofbreadwithlotsof

butter.Thesaladsain'tdoingthem anygood."

Adrianspokefocusingonhisgame.



"Don'ttakewhatshesaidintoheart.illtalkto

her"

Hetookouthisphoneandmadeacall.He

didn'tputthephoneonloudspeakerbutIcould

alsohearhismotherontheotherend.

"Whattheheckwasthatallaboutma?Itold

youtostayoutofmybusiness"

"Youcan'tbebringingHoodratsinmyhouse

andyouthinkim goingtokeepquiet.Iwon't."

Themotherspoke

"SheisnotaHoodrat.Youdon'tevenknowher"

Themotherrepliedinaforeignlanguageandhe



switchedthelanguagetoo.Itwasclearthey

werearguingbutIwasn'tinterested.Ijust

wantedtogohome.

HefinallytookmetoMason.Hetoldmehe

couldn'tcomewithusashehadthingstofix.

Heapologizedonbehalfofhismother.Madam

Khanmustjustchill!Iam notplanningtofight

forherson.IreallylikeAidenbutIdon'tthink

whatwehaveislove.JustinfatuationIguess.

Igotbackhomeandslept.WhenIhavenothing

goingonIsleepmostofthetime.Iwokeupto

myphonevibrating.Itwasamessagefrom

Jamestellingmeaboutthatannualtriphehad

askedmeaboutsometimeback.Apparently

Santiagowantedtoseemeurgently.



FridaycameandweleftforColombia.Whenwe

getthere,Santiagorequestedaprivatemeeting

withme.

"IneedtoinfiltrateGuzman'sbusiness"hesaid

tome.

"Um that'sgreatnewsIguess"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.ThelasttimeI

checked,Guzmanwaslikethebiggest

crimelordinthisdrugbusiness.ThenSantiago

camesecond.

"Wellaftermythoroughassessment,Ihave

realisedthatyouaretheperfectcandidatefor

thejob"



Job?Whatjob?

IlaughedandasusualIrealizedthatIlooked

stupidbecauseitwasnotalaughingMatter.I

wasjustnervous.IlaughwhenI'm nervous.

HowcanIbetheperfectcandidateforsucha

job?.Thisguymustbehigh.IfeellikeIhave

beenactinglikeabigdogforawhilenowand

theseguyshaveactuallystartedtobelievethe

facade.Ifonlytheyknew.I'm justastudent

nursewhocan'tevenstandtakingbloodfrom a

patient.

"ItmightbetoomuchtotakeinrightnowbutI

promisetohelpyoueverystepoftheway.You

theonlyintelligentpersonthatIbelievecanpull



thesethrough.Youaremylasthope"

Intelligent?Thisguyispullingallstoptryingto

makemefeelbetteraboutmyself.

NotsolongagoIwasjustaboringpersonwho

usedtodoeverythinganormalpersondoes,

fewmonthsdownthelineI'm beingaskedto

infiltrateonethemostdangerouscriminalthere

isoutthere.RightnowI'llratherbethatslay

queenfightingformoetsomewhereinaclub.

"Guzmandoesn'tknowyouhencehewon't

evensuspectanything.Hehasapartywherehe

bringsgirlsovereverySunday.Heloveblack

girls.Girlslikeyou.Whileyouarethere,youjust

needtoactdumbliketherestofthem."



"It'salovelychallengebutIcan'tdothat.Heis

agoingtokillmeifheeverfindsout"

"Iwillhavemyguysonstandby.Youwillhave

toolstoprotectyourselfifanythinghappens.

Youwon'tbehavinganormalmascaraora

lipstick.Youwillhavethespecialones,aknife

disguisedasamascara.Ifyoudothisforme,

youwillbesetforlife.I'm goingtogetyouthe

houseyouneed.I'llgiveyouaportionofmy

business.I'm doingthisbecauseIseepotential

inyou"

Isighed.

Wellwhat'stheworstthatcouldhappen?I'lldie,

that'swhat!

ButperhapsIcanpullitthrough.Ihavenever



beenarisktakeroranadrenalinejunkiebutthis

rightherewasmakingmybloodboil.Inagood

waythough.

Thischapterinmylifeiscalledliving

dangerouslyandapartofmesortoflovesit.

SoIacceptedtheoffer.Havingwatchedsome

movieshereandthereIfeltlikeIhad

superpowerstosavetheday.Stupid,right?

Butyouneverknowunlessyoutry.Yougottatry

it.Getrichordietrying.Thiswasmylottoticket

toaproperhouseintheburbs.Thetypeofa

housethatnursingwouldnevergivemeevenI

workovertimeeveryday.

I'm takingaboutaportionofSantiago's



businessman.I'llbeballingincash...orinblood.

Everythingwassetandwhatwasleftwasfor

metogotoGuzman.Sothepartywas

happening.Hehadalotofgirlsinthere.You

knowhowgirlsare,weareattractedbymoney.

That'sourthing.

Hehadhisguysthereandpeoplewerejust

dancingandhavingapropertime.Iwasn't.

Myheartisbeatingtentimesfasterthana

normalheartrate.IfeellikeI'm goingtofaint.

SotheplanistoswitchGuzman'sphonewith

theoneIhavebeengiven.It'sasmallphone.I

havebeentoldthathehadasimilaronelikethe

oneIhad.Heuseditforbusinessandwhatnot.

SoSantiagoandhispeopleclonedtheSIM card

andallIhadtodowasswitchthedamnphone



andhewon'tsuspectathing.Iguesstheymade

sureeverythingwasthesameasintheother

phoneorelsehewasgoingtoseeitbeforeI

evenleavethehouse.

That'snoneofmybusinessthough,my

businessisgettingclosertoGuzmananddo

thedamnthingthenleave.Ifmygrandmother

knewwhatIwasdoingrightnowshewould

havecomeandpickmeupherself.Idon'teven

knowwhatI'm doing.

Noteveryonewasallowedtogoclosetohim

unlessheasksforyourpresence.

SomeguycametotellmeGuzmanhasasked

forme..onceagain,myheartstarteddoing

weirdthings.Icouldfeelmymouthgettingdry.

ItookoutthelipstickIwasgivenandputitback



innotime.IwasshakingandonemistakeI'llbe

pushingthewrongbuttonandaknifewillcome

out.

'Subaweakmtase"myinnervoicesaidandI

gatheredallthestrengthIhadtolookand

appearsexy.

Itwasnowornever.

*************

Ray'sPOV

Mybrotherbargedinwithoutknocking.Ihada

girlinmyofficeasusual.Yaallwon't

understandbutthisjusthelpmedistress.



HechargedtowhereIwasandhitmeonthe

facewithafist.Ilostcontrolandfell.Igotup

rubbingwherehejusthitme.Hehitmeagain

andIfell.

WellIwastipsysothatexplainsit.I'm nota

lousyfighter.Butwhywashebeatingme.

"Whatthefuckman?"Imanagedtosaygetting

awayfrom him.

"GetyourlifetogetherRay.I'm sickandtiredof

youlameass.Allyoudoisbringgirlstothis

office.Youhavenorespectforyourselforthis

company.Wearehavingaboardmeeting

tomorrow.Theboardmemberswantstovote

youout"



"Theyaredrunk"

"Ok.Weshallsee.InfactIwantyouout.We

alreadyhaveacandidatetoreplaceyourwack

ass.Youarepathetic"

"SoyouaretryingtoactlikeyouareJesus.

Withnoflawswhatsoever?Wow"

"Getagripman.DoyouknowwhereZeniais

rightnow?"

"Am Isupposedtoknow?"Irolledmyeyes.

"SheisattendingthatSantiago'sannual

meeting."



"Youarebluffing"

"Ohyeah"hetookouthisphoneandshowed

mesomepicturesofSantiagoandZenia.

"Whatthefuck?Isshedatinghim?.Whatis

goingonhere?Whyisshethere?

"Howwillyourdumbassknowwhileyouare

busywithslayqueens.Beforeyouknowitthis

girlwillberunningthiswholething"

"Never!'

"Howmanytimeshavewetriedtoinfiltratethe

internationalmarket?.Howmanytimes?



Countlesstimesandwearenowherecloseto

getthere.YouandIknowthatthedruglords

areSantiagoandGuzman.EvenJamesisa

smallboyinthisbuthereisyourexgirlfriend

drinkingcoffeewiththebigdogs.Youdon't

knowwhatthispeopleareplanningbutwhatI

knowisZeniawillbeourticketinexpanding

thisbusiness.Youneedtodosomethingand

doitnow!

"Shedoesn'twantmenomore"

"Becauseyouareadog.Stopthisbullshit,bea

manandfightforthatgirl.Thetimeisnowok?

"Fine"

"RayI'm serious.Thisistheperfecttimetoget



herpregnant.Weneedthatbabyasaleverage."

"Fine.I'llgetitdone"

Getreadyyaall,ZeniaandIwillbehavinga

babyshower!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter39

MyShipissinkingbutit'sallgood!

____________

Zenia'sPOV

Iwalkedin!

Hesizedmeupandsmiled.Ikeptaserious



face.Ididn'twanttoshowthatIwas

intimidatedbyhim.

Guzmanwasatallmanwhowasquite

ugly...notforgettingscary.

Thesmilingdidn'thelphim atall.

"Damn,youareastunner,mamacita"hespoke

andthat'swhenIsmiled.Hesignalledhisguys

toleaveusandtheydidastheyweretold.

Soitwasjustmeandhim.Atleasthesmelled

nice.Iwashopinghedoesn'ttryanythingfunny

becausehewillregretit.I'llratherkillthisguy

thansleepwithhim.

"Isawyouenterthisplaceandtrustme,Iwas

mesmerizedonthespot.Idon'trememberthe

timeIeverfeltlikethisbutdamngirl!.Comesit



onpapi"hesignalledmetoseatonhislapandI

sat.

Istartedlookingaroundhopingtotoseethe

phonelyingaroundbutdololo.Thiswasjust

uncomfortableformebutIhadtomakethe

mostoutofit.

"Sowhat'syourname?"Heasked.

Ihadeverythingplannedout,From thenameto

whereIwouldsayI'm comingfrom.Theplan

wastolieaboutmynameandwhereim from

butIcouldn'tsayit.

"I'm Nia"Isaid.



"I'm Tony"hesmiled.Wellthesmileneverleft

hisface.AsmuchasIwastryingtoshowthatI

wasabadass,Ihadafeelinghecouldsee

throughme.Perhapshecouldseethatdeep

townIwastremblingandanxietywas

murderingme.Thiswholesituationremindsme

ofwhenIdoosceexams.Practicalexamshave

neverbeenmythingandmostnursinglectures

areintimidatingsoitjustgetsworse.I'm always

anervouswreckwhenIdoosce.Theyarethe

littledevilsinanursingschool.

Iwashopingthesepersonalquestionscould

stop.Likehewouldtellmewhyhecalledme

here.Icouldn'tevenseethatdamnphoneso

thiswasjustgoingtobealongday.

"Don'tbescared.Idon'tbite"hespoke.



Wellcansomebodycomeandrescuemefrom

thisguyalready?.WhydidIevenagreetodo

this.Icouldseehewasundressingmewithhis

eyesandalreadyimaginingmeontopofhim.I

couldseeit.Ewww.wellIknowI'm sittingonhis

lapbutImentheothertop.Yeahthatone.

Someguyknockedandentered.Igotoutofhis

lapandsatontheoppositechair.

TheguywhisperedsomethingtoGuzmanin

SpanishorLatino.Hopefullyhewasnttalking

aboutmebecauseLordknowsI'llfaintifthey

everdiscoverwhatIwasallabout.

HementionedSantiago'sname.I'm prettySure

hedid.Guzmangotoutoutofhisseatand

walkedout.TheguyfollowedandIwasjustleft

sittingthere.That'swhenIsawthephoneon

thechairhewassittingon.



Myheartstartedbeatingfaster.I'm thinkingifI

getandtakeit,hemightwalkinandcatchme

redhanded.

IhavealwaysthoughtIhavebecamebravebut

perhapsIwaswrong.Santiagotoldmewehad

oneshortinthis.Itwasnowornever.

Igotupandmanagedtoexchangethephones.

IwastoldIneedtoswitchofftheotherphone

immediatelyorelsethewholeplanmightget

ruined.

Iwasbusytryingtoswitchtheotherphoneoff

whenheentered.Hekindofstartledme.But

sinceIwasholdingmyhandbag,Ijustthrewthe

phoneinthereandpickedmynormalphone



andpretendtobeusingit.Icouldn'tbelieve

howslickIwas.

"Youfrightenedme"ifakedasmile.

"Sorrybabes.Ijusthadtorushoutandfix

something"hesatonthechair.

Iswitchedtheotherphoneofffrom insidethe

handbag.Iguessthatmeantthemissionhas

beencompletedandIcouldleave.

"Camilla,Camilla!Hecalledoutandsomelady

camerunning.

"TakemissNiatotheroyalsuiteandgetthere

thebesttreatmentfitforaqueen.Ihavetogo



somewhere"hespokeandmissCamilladidn't

evenhesitate.Iwantedtoprotestbuthehad

alreadylefttheroom.

TheguardsescortedmetothesocalledRoyal

suite.Itwasatahotelthatwasn'tfarfrom

wherewewereinitially.

IgotthereandCamillaandthecrewwerebusy

massagingmeandwhatnot.Myphonerang

andIaskedthem toleave.ItwasSantiago.

Zee:youneedtomakeaplanbecauseitdoesn't

seem likethisguyisgoingtoletmegoanytime

soon.

Santiago:whatdoyoumean?Didhefindout

whatyoudid.Didheseeyouswitchingthe



phones.?

Zee:Idon'tknowbutIhavebeentakentoa

royalsuiterightandIhavemillionsofwomen

tryingtopampermeandwhatnot.

Santiago:wowthatmeanshelikesyou.He

reallylikesyou.

Zee:okthen,Igetit.Getmeouthere.These

peoplewon'tletmego.Theysaidtheyare

understrictinstructionsnottoletmego.What

ifheisgoingtokillme.?

Santiago:hewontkillyou.Thisisagoodsign.If

helikesyouthatmuchthenyouwillbeableto

getasmuchinformationasyoucan.



Zee:No!No!No!Thatwasneverpartoftheplan.

Ididwhatyouasked.Idon'twanttodomore.

Santiago:Itwon'thurttostickaroundfora

weekorso.Thiswillhelpourbusiness.

Zee:wellincaseyouforgot,Ihaveajobbackin

southAfrica.

Santiago:wehavealreadyorganisedasicknote

forthewholeweek.It'sjustgonnalooklikeyou

wereadmittedforaweek.

Zee:areyouawarethatthisguywilltrytosleep

withmeandIain'tgonnaallowthat.

Santiago:onyourpinklipstickthereisapanic



buttononthelid.Pressitandweshallrescue

you.

Zee:okIgottago.

IhungupandcalledCamillaandthecrewback.

Iwassortofenjoyingthetreatment.iwaseven

allowedtogochillbythepoolbuttheguards

hadtobearound.

Haveyoueverhadsomethingplannedoutbut

thenthewholeplangoesleft?Thiswasme

rightnow.Ionlythoughtaboutswitchingthe

phoneandIneverthrewinroyalsuitesand

whatnotintheequation.Ijustwantedtoget

thehellawayfrom Guzman.

Ispenttwodaysintheroyalsuiteandonthe



thirddayhecame.Icouldn'tevenunderstand

whetherIwasbeingheldhostageorhejust

likedmelikewhatSantiagosaid.Iwasallowed

togooutbutwiththeguards.Icouldn'tjustrun

away.I'm dealingwiththebiggestcrimelord

outchea.

"I'm gladtheyhavebeentreatingyouwell.

SorryIhadtogoawayinabusinesstrip"he

spokeaswesatdownattherestaurantinthe

hotel.Hehadjustcamebackandrequestedmy

presence.

"YeahIhadfun"Iwasn'tlyingthough.Itwasn't

thatbadhonestly.Camillawasagreatcompany.

"SoIhaveaproposal.Ikeptyouheresothat

mypeoplecanmonitorthetypeofapersonyou

are"



"Whatproposal?"

"Iwantyoutomarryme"

Saywhat?AtleastIdidn'tlaughthistime

becauseIwasjustgoingtolookstupid.Butthis

Mexicanguywasoutofhismind.Heprobably

hasn'tbeengettingenoughtacosinhissystem.

Marriage?Abomination.

"SoasIhavesaidbeforeIwasmesmerizedthe

momentIsawyouenter.Iaskedmyguysto

lookyouupontheinternetandimanagedto

getyourname.Ihadtocallmypeopleinsouth

Africatogetmemoreinformationaboutyou.

SoIsortofknowyouraddress,youridnumber,

yourparentsandwhatyoudo"



"Thatisillegal.Doyouknowthat?

"NothingIdoiseverlegal.AnywaysthetripI

tookwastogoseeyourmotherandaskfor

yourhandinmarriage,hadsomelobola

negotiationsandpaidonthespot.Ijusthadto

followyourAfricantradition.I'm proudto

announcethatyourmotherhasgivenusher

blessingsinmarriage"

Ilaughed!ThistimeIcouldn'tholditin.Imean

whatthefrikkadelman.Thissoundslikesome

dumbasssoapopera.I'm notevenappalledby

hisbehaviorbutbywhatmymom did.She

basicallysoldmetothisuglyassformoney.

Honestlythough,whodoesthat?.Imeanhow

canastrangershowupandtellyouthathe

wantstomarryyourdaughterandyoujust



agree!Justlikethat!.Shedidn'tevenaskmefor

mypermission.Thisisnotthe18thecentury.

Womanhaverightstochoosewhetherthey

wanttogetmarriedornot.

"Howmuchdidyougiveher?"

"WellwenegotiatedamillionbutIgaveher3,

justtothankherforgivingbirthtothemost

beautifulwifeever"

"Youarecrazyman.Ihavealifebackinsouth

Africa.Iain'tdoingthismadness."

"Youwillstaywhereveryouwant,haveyour

ownprivatejet,ownafleetofvehicles,travelto

whereveryouwant..livethebestlife."



"Areyounotmarriedorsomething?"

"Yeah.Ihavethreewives.Youwillbemyfirst

Africanwifeandthelast.Takeallthetimeyou

wanttoprocessthis.I'm notinahurry"lucifer

spokethenwalkedout.

IfIdidn'tcomeherethenIwouldn'tbeseeing

this.SometimesuphaphaisjustnotaGood

attribute.AnywaysIhadtogetmyselfoutof

thisone.

MysisterAngelwasmyonlyhopeingettingout

thismess.Ihadtoconvincehertomarry

GuzmanwhichIdon'tthinkwillbeachallenge.

Angelisthosetypeofgirlswhojumpfrom one

richmantotheothertryingtosecurethebag.

Shehasbeendoingitforquitesometime

hopingtogetsomeonetomarryherwithno



luck.AlltheydidwastobuyherMoet,ortake

hertominivacationsandthatwouldbeit.The

relationshipsneverlasted.Theywereusingher

asatrophygirlfriend.Theworstpartisnoneof

theseguyshaseverboughthertangibleassets.

Iknowshewasnttheonlyone.Alotoftheso

calledinfluencersorslayqueensasuffering

thatfate.few areluckytosecurethesocalled

bags.

NowthechallengewasIhadtoconvince

Guzmantotakeherinsteadofme.AngelandI

lookedabitalike,butshewaslighter.Ihope

thatwouldn'tbeaproblem.Thismaysoundlike

I'm sellingmysister'ssoultothedevilbutI'm

actuallyhelpinghertostoprunningaroundwith

oldmenformoney.Shewasgoingtogetthe

moneyshesodesiresfrom luciferGuzman.



Isighed.Ihadtodoit.Thiswastheonlyway

out.Iwasabouttodialhernumberswhenmy

phonerang.

ItwasAiden.

Zenia:wheredidyougetthisnumber.?

Aiden:whydidn'tyoutellyouweregoingto

Colombia.

Zenia:itwasn'tthatimportant.

Aiden:whatdoyoumeanitwasn'tthat

important.Ijustheardarumourthatyouare

gettingmarried.IjustfeltlikeIwasdreaming.



Zenia:ohnoyouwerenot!

Aiden:(hescoffed)youmeantotellmeyouare

gettingmarriedforreal?Towho?Whywasn'tI

told?.Wewerehavingsex4daysago.Andnow

youaregettingmarried?

Zenia:wellIam.

"I'm goingtogoonabusinesstrip,Iwillbeback

tomorrow.Hopefullyyouwouldhavethought

aboutwhatIaskedMiamor"

Guzmansaidstandingbythedoorway.Ifigured

Miamormeantmylove.Inoddedandheleft.

"SiMiamor.Teamo"Isaidthatstatementto



annoyAiden.ThesewerethewordsIhave

pickedupfrom Camilla.Heprettymuch

understandSpanish.Itbasicallymeans'yesmy

love.Iloveyou'

Aiden:wasthatyourfiance?

Zenia:yeahbro.Igottago.papiiswaitingforme

Aiden:Zeniawait....

Ihungup!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter40



Zenia'sPOV

ItookoutmyphoneandCalledmysister.She

pickeduponthesecondring.

Angel:Iswearpeoplechangewhentheyhave

money.Whowouldeverthoughtthemighty

Zeniawillevercallme.

Zenia:stopwiththeguilttrip.

Angel:eversinceyougottheAMG,girlIswear

youdon'tknowmeanymore.

Zenia:saysapersonwhoisforevereverywhere

buthome.AnywaysIdlikeyoutocometo

Colombia.



Angel:what?Liketoday.

Zenia:yesplease.ifthat'spossible.

Angel:youknowI'm alwaysreadyforatrips.No

questionsasked.

Zenia:okthenIwillbooktheticketforyou,right

aboutnow.PacksomefewthingsandI'llsend

youthedetails.

LikeIsaid,gettingAngeltocomeoverwasn't

goingtobeaproblem,letalonemarrying

Guzman.

ShegottoColombiathenextday.Ittakes



forevertogetherefrom SouthAfrica.The

shuttlebroughthertothehotelIwasstayingat.

"IhavealwayswantedtocometoBogota.Wow

thishotelisamazing.Whereareyougettingall

thismoneyfrom?"

"HellotoyoutooAngel"

"HiZee."

"I'm justgoingtogetstraighttothepoint.The

reasonIcalledyouhereisbecauseI'dlikeyou

tomarrysomeone"

"Whoisthatsomeone?Isherich?"



"Ofcourseheis.TonyGuzman.Checkhim on

internet"

ShetookherPhoneandGoogledhim.

"OhmyGod."Shesquealed."Thisguyisrich.

Yes....yesIwillmarryhim".Ijustsmiled

Shakingmyhead.

Ibookedheradifferentroom inthehoteland

toldhertogoandrest.

IwasnowwaitingForGuzmantocomesoI

couldtellhim myplan.Hopefullyhewasgoing

tolikeit.Mysisterishot..I'm optimistichewill

likeher.



Iwenttotakeashower.iwasjustabouttoget

outoftheshowerwhenmyphonerang.

ItwasSantiago.Ihavesenthim amessage

aboutwhatGuzmanintendedtodo.

Santiago:areyousurehewantstomarryyou?

Zee:whywouldIjokeaboutthat?

Santiago:Ihonestlyneverthoughthewould

takeitthisfar.Usuallythisguydoesn'ttakeno

forananswer.TheonlywayIwouldbeableto

getyououtofthereisthroughforce.

Zee:doyouthinkhefoundoutthatIm working

foryouandheisdoingittospiteyouguys?



Santiago:nohedidn't.Icheckedandtheonly

informationhehasisaboutyourpersonal

stuff,thereisnothingconcerningthebusiness.

Heprobablyjustlikeyou.

Zee:Nothingisgoingaccordingtoplan.

Santiago:whateveryoudo,don'tagreetomarry

him.I'llgetyououtofthereifherefuses.

Thedoorflungopen.Aidenentered.Ithoughtit

wasGuzman.

"Howdidyoufindme?Howdidyouevengetin

here"Iaskedhim.Ihadjustfinishedwrapping

myselfwithagown.



"That'snotimportant"

"Itisveryimportantrightnowbecauseyouare

invadingmyprivacy.Youcan'tjustdoasyou

please"Iwaspissedofftosaythatleast.He

couldhaveatleastknocked.

"Youaremakingthebiggestmistakeofyourlife.

Doyouevenknowwhatyouaredoing.?"

"Whatareyouonabout?"

"Don'tactdumbonme.Youknowexactlywhat

I'm onabout.Howcanyoujustdecidetomarry

astrangeroutofnowhere"

"Icouldhavebeendatingthisguyforyearsand



youwouldn'tevenknow.ButtoffAiden!"

"Whoistheguy?Whoishe?"Heaskedcoming

towhereIwasstanding

"Noneofyourbusiness"

"Soyoudon'twantthisnomore"hespoke

gettingclosertowhereIwas.Hetriedtokiss

mebutIlookedtheotherway.

"Idon't"Isaidsternly

"Stoplying"heattemptedtokissmeagainand

thistimeIdidn'tfighthim.

"Sowhoistheguyyouaremarrying?"Heasked



inbetweenthekissesbutIdidn'tanswer.

HaveItoldyouthatIlovethisgown,”hesaidas

heuntieit,“evenbetteronthefloor?”Within

seconds,itwaspooledaroundmyfeet,andI

wasstandinginfrontofhim wearingnothing.

Hepickedmeupandputmeonthebedashe

continuedkissingme.

I'm supposedtostophim butthisguyhas

becomemyweaknessinawaythatIcan'teven

explain.

Likeapredatoryanimal,heclimbedupmybody,

lickinghiswayupmylegsandbelly,stoppingto

circleeachbreastbeforeagainfindingmy

mouth.Hekissedmehard,holdingmyhands

abovemyhead.



Hishandtraveledtomybreasttoplaywitha

nipple,squeezingjusthardenoughformeto

feelit.Igroaned,andhesqueezedagain.

Hisfingerswerereplacedbyhislips,histeeth,

ashemovedbackdownmybody.hesettled

betweenmythighsandmybreathingpickedup

speed.Asmallflickofhistonguenearlysent

meovertheedge.

Onefinger,thentwoinvadedme,makingme

groan.Pleasureexplodedashisteethgrazed

myclitoris,histonguesinkingdeeperintomy

folds.Imoanedandcriedouthisname,

clutchingthebedcovers,anythingtogroundme.

Helickedandsuckedandbit.



"Areyougoingtogivethisup?"Heaskedbut

ain'tnobodygottimeforananswer.

Iclutchedathishair,mynailsdiggingintohis

scalp.Hedidn’tstop,onlyincreasedthe

intensity.Thepressure.Everything.

Hestoppedandstartedtakingoffwhateverhe

waswearing.Ievenforgothewasntnaked.

BeforeIknowithewasontopofmeagain,his

hardcocknudgingmyentrance.

"Wedon'thavetodothis.Heisgoingtowalkin

onusandhewillkillus"Imanagedtosaybutit

waslikehewasn'tlistening.



"Guzmanisgoingtokill....."Ididn'tfinishthat

sentencebecausehepenetrated.

Writhing,Iwasbetweenwantinghim tostop

andwantingmorewhenIexploded,screaming

hisname.

Hisstrokeswerehardandpowerfulasour

bodiespoundedtogether.Iwasonfire,felt

brandedaswemeltedintoone.

I'm prettysureheheardwhatIsaidbuthejust

decidedtoignoreme.

Whenweweredone,hegotupandstarted

dressingup.



"SoyouaremarryingGuzmánhuh?.Itwasn't

thathardforyoutosayitnowwasit"

"Youusedsexformetotellyouthename?"I

rolledmyeyesinannoyance.

"Wasthereabetterway?Whyareyoumarrying

him?Isitformoney,fameorpower?Areyou

awareofwhatyouaregettingyourselfinto?"

Ididn'tanswer.

HefinishedgettingdressedandIalsotook

someshortsandatshirttowear.Istarted

fixingthebed.Thewasaknock.Myheart

startedracing.ItwasprobablyGuzman.



"Youneedtohide"IwhisperedtoAiden.He

didn'tsaymuchbutjustwenttothecloset.I

woremygownagain.Iwasgoingtopretend

likeIwastakingashowerwhenheknocked.

Theknockintensified.ItwasdefinitelyGuzman.

Hewasveryimpatient.

"I'm coming"Ishouted.

Itooktheremoteandswitchedontheair-

conditioner.Hopefullyitwasgoingtohidethe

aftersexsmell.ThelastthingIneedisthisguy

questioningmeaboutit.Wearenotmarriedor

anythingbutheseemspossessiveandyouwill

neverknowwhathemightdo.

Afterdoublecheckingthattherewasno



evidencetoshowAidenisinhere.Iwentto

openthedoor.

Hewalkedin.Istudiedhisexpressiontoseeif

hewassuspectinganything

Heseemedthesame.

"Iheardyoursisterisintown"

"Iwantyoutomarryher"Iblurtedout.

Helaughed."WhywouldIwanttomarryher.I

choseyou.Ipaidlobolaforyou.Yourmom

gaveusherblessings.Youarebasicallymy

wifeaswespeak"



"Ineedtofinishmydegreebackhome.Thereis

stillalotIwanttodobeforesettlingdown"

"Ineversaidyouwon'tfinishyourstudies..if

youwanthermarriedthatbadlythenIwilltake

thetwoofyou"

Ithoughthewasjustgoingtoagreetomyplan

butIthoughtwrong.Thiswasn'tgoingtobeas

easyasIanticipated.

Iwasabouttobegwhenaloudbangcame

from thecloset.Itwaseithermybagfellor

Aidenfell.

Guzmanwalkedstraighttothecloset...



RIPZenia,inadvance!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter41

Zenia'sPOV

HowcanAidenbesocareless.Thiswasnotthe

timetobefallingormakingnoiseinthedamn

closet.Whoevenaskedhim tocomeoverhere

anyways?

GuzmanopenedtheclosetandwhatIcouldsee

from whereIwasstandingwasmyfallen

luggage.TherewasnosignofAidenanywhere.



GuzmanwalkedbacktowhereIwas.Ibreathed

asighofrelief

"Ihavedecidedtogiveyoursisterachance.I'm

goingtomonitorherforsometimeandifI'm

happywithherthenI'm goingtomarryher"

"OhthankYou!"

"Don'tgetaheadofyourself.Myeyesarestill

onyou"hewalkedout.

Aidencameout.

"Whatthefuckwereyouthinking?"

"Thebagjustfell.It'snotlikeIwanteditto.He



didn'tfindmeanyways.What'sthebigdeal?"

"Youshouldn'tbehere"

"Youarenotgoingtogetoutofthisone.

Guzmanisplayingmindgameswithyou.He

onlywantsyou!"

"TellmesomethingIdon'tknow"

"Icanhelpyouout"hesmirked.

"Idon'twantyourhelp?"

"OhcomeonZee.Yougoingtobestuckwith

thisguyhopingsomeonewillsaveyouandthat

helpwillnevercome"



"Idon'twantyougettinghurtbecauseofthis"

"Ohsoyoudocareaboutmehuh.I'm flattered.

AnywaysIgottago.Ineedtofigureawayoutof

this.Ordoyouwantmetostayaroundfor

anotherround."

"Getout"

"I'llbearoundifyouneedthatround.callme"he

walkedout.

Idon'tknowwhatAidenwasplanningbutIwas

prayingitdoesn'tbackfires.

MysisterandIgotinvitedtosomeparty.Itwas



Guzman'swaytomonitorherIguess.Iwentto

herroom andfoundheronthephone.

"WellIsaidIwantthemangolianweave.

Blonde....yes.okchomiI'm goingtogetthe

Chaneldiamondforeverbag....yeslaughallyou

wantbutweshallseewhowillberockingthat

bag....okIgottago.Mysisterishere.Bye"

IpretendedlikeIdidn'thearthat.Nowlet'stalk

aboutwhatshewaswearing.Sheworea

chinchillafurcoat,with

ChristianLouboutinkneehighboots.

andaminidress.StayingwithMphomademe

knowallthesebrandswithouteventrying.He

alwaysgoesonandonaboutthem.Mysister

ontheotherhandwaslikeanambassadorofall

theseexpensivebrands.Itwasallsheeverbuys.

ShecouldstayinashackbutstillwearLouis



Vuittonandwhoever.Thatwasmysister.She

couldeventellwhensomeoneiswearingfake

orreal.

"Don'tyouthinkwhatyouarewearingisover

thetop?"Iasked.

"ThesepeoplemustknowthatIam Mrs

Guzman.Ifloatinmoneyboo"

"YouarenotMrsGuzman"

"Yet...I'm goingtobeMrsGuzmansoon."

"Areyouevenawareofthtypeofananimal

thisguyis.Heisacriminalangel"



"Acriminalwithmoneythatwillbuymethat

expensivechannelforeverdiamondclassicbag.

Doyouknowhowmuchitcost"

"Idon'twanttoknow.Nowlet'sgo"

WewenttothepartywithallthesepeopleI

didn'tknowbutyouwouldswearAngelknew

thispeople.Itwasbecausetheyhadalotin

common.Fashionandbrandssoshewas

talkingaboutthatthewholenightwiththose

ladies.Intheotherhandiwaseatinganything

andeverythingthatwasinfrontofme.

ThenIsawAiden.HewasflirtingShamelessly

withsomeLatinobimbo.Ok,I'm justbeing

jealous.Shewasn'tabimbo.Shewasavery

beautifulladyandtheyjustseemedtolook

greattogether.



Whyam Ievenjealous?

Idecidedtogobacktomyhotelroom.Iwas

overthesepeopleandthisparty.Iwasjust

abouttoundresswhenIheardwhatseemed

likeaknockonmyhotelroom.

IopenedanditwasAiden.

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Willthereeverbeadaywhereyouwillbe

excitedtoseemethough"

"I'm excitednow...yippee"



"whydidyoujustleavethepartythough?'

"Areyoureallyhereforthat?AidenIwouldlove

tosleeprightnow"

"OkIwon'tbealong....wellyouknow...Ium....i

wouldlikeustostartdating..likebeareal

coupleandstuff"

"Youdon'thavetodothis.I'm reallyfinewith

thearrangementthatwehaverightnow."

"ButIwouldloveustotry.Iknowit'scrazyasit

isandweseemedtofightmorethananything

elsebutI'm prettysurewecandothis"

"YoujustwanttocomplicateourlivesAiden.



Plusyouknowyourfamilyhatesme"

"Hateisastrongword.Theydon'thateyou.

Theyjusthaveaproblem gettingusedtonew

peopleandstuff.Pleasegiveusachance"

"Fine"

Hehuggedmeexcitedly.

"Wegoingtomakethehottestandthebaddest

couple"hesqueezedme.

"Ouchyouhurtingme"

SoGuzmancontinuedbeingannoying.Hekept

onsayinghewasn'tconvincedthatAngelwas



therightsuitorforhim,Iwas.Despite

everythingIdidtotryandmakehim changehis

mind.Hecouldn'thaveanyofit.

Itwasalmostawholeweekofbeinghereand

Santiagokeptonsayinghewasstillworkingon

gettingmeout.HemightworkonittillJesus

comesback.

ItwasFridaymorningandIwaskindoftiredof

beinginthishotel.Angelontheothersidewas

havingthetimeoFherlife.HerInstagram was

poppingbecauseofallthesestuffshekepton

posting.

Aidenbargedintomyhotelroom.

"Packyourstuffweareleaving"



"What?"

"Isaidpackyourstuffandweareleaving"he

wasn'tsmiling.Ifanythinghewasmad.

"IhadalreadypackedanywayssoIjustgot

dressedupandpulledmybagandfollowedhim.

Wegotintothecaranddrovetohishotelroom.

"WhathappenedwithGuzman"

"Imadetheultimatedealwiththedevilbutall

thatmattersisIgotyouout.Itriedgettingyour

sisterouttoobutsherefusedandsaidshewas

marryinghim instead.



"Oh.Whatwasthedeal?"

"It'snotimportant.What'simportantisweare

goinghomeandsnuggleupandwatchsilly

moviestogetherorwatchyourKoreanseries

andeaticecream inthecoldandplayhideand

seek"

Iwasgladhegotmeout.Imissedhome.I

missedMpho.

Decidedtogoseemymom whenIgotthereto

askherwhyshedidwhatshedid.

"isthereanysouthAfricanmanwhowillever

pay3millionforyourlobola?Idon'tthinkso.

Thatmanlovesyou"



"Agyouareunbelievablemom"

"IhadtodowhatIhadtodo.Youarenoteven

gettinganyyoungermos."

"Ohwellthenyouwillbegladtoknowthathe

choseAngeloverme.Sheain'tgettingany

youngereither."

"Howcouldyouallowthat?Youknowverywell

thatyoursisteristooselfish.Shewouldnever

evenbringacenthome.Thatoneisa

Dunderhead.Whichiswhyyouweretheperfect

candidateforthis."

Iwalkedoutonherandwenttoseemybrother.

Hewasbetternowbutstillwalkingwith

crutches.



ThefirstfewmonthsofdatingAidenweregreat.

Wehardlyfightlikeweusedtobeforewewere

official.

Ihadactuallydecidedtotakeabreakfrom the

wholedrugthing.Ialmostgotmyselfindeep

troubleforthinkingIhaditallinthepalm ofmy

hands.Santiagowasn'tsayinganythingabout

whathehadpromisedme.Iwasmadbecause

hedidn'tkeephisendofthebargainbut

somehowrelievedthatIcouldfinallyleavethe

druglifebehindandbeanormalgirl.

Sofarallwaswell,Aidenwasbeingsupportive

ofthedecisionIhavetaken.Wellthat'sallhe

hadeverwantedafterall.Raywastheone

workingwithJamesdirectly.Angelseemed

happyinhermarriageandcouldn'tstop



thankingmeforgivingherethemanofher

dreams.Hopefullyitstayedthatway

Iwasinmyapartmentpreparingformyosce

exams.TimewasflyingsomuchthatIwas

abouttowritemyexams.Myphonerang.Itwas

Santiago.

Santiago:helloprincess

Zenia:helloMrS

Santiago:sorrywehaven'tbeentalking.Itsbeen

hecticthisside.

Zenia:it'sallgood.I'm notcomplaining.



Santiago:soIfinallyGotabreakthroughwith

Guzman.Thankstoyouprincess.Soyoucan

starthousehuntingforthemostexpensive

housethereisandI'm givingyouhalfOfmy

business

Zenia:half?

Santiago:yeshalf.Igottago.Weshalltalk.

Didthisguysayhalf?Doyouknowhowmuch

thisguy'sbusinessisworth.IfIagreetothisI'll

besetforlife.Mygrandkidswillbesetforlife.

ButIwanttobeanormalgirlorDoI?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter42



Zenia'sPOV

Toberichornottobetoberich?Thatisthe

question!

Weallneedmoney,don'twe?WhatIwasbeing

offeredbySantiagowasbeyondmy

expectations.Halfofhisbusiness.ImeanWTF

right?

Thisguyhasbeeninthisbusinesssinceforever

andnowhewantedtogivehalftosomechick

hemetfewmonthsago!Thisdoesn'tmake

senseatall.AllIdidwastoswitchcellphones.

HecouldhaveaskedanyJim andJacktodo

that.Hecouldn'tjustgivemehalfwithouta

goodreason.Therewassomethinghewasn't



tellingme.Hewasprobablyusingme.Thedeal

wastemptingthough.Iwillhavetothinkit

through.OfcourseIwastakingthehouse.

ItoldAidenaboutthehousethatSantiago

wantedtobuyforme.

"Whydoesthatguylikeyousomuch?"

"Askhim"

"wellIjustdon'tunderstandwhyhehadtobuy

yousuchanexpensivecarandnowhewants

youtochoosewhateverhouseyouwant.It

doesn'tmakesenseatall"

"Soyoudon'tthinkIdeserveallthat"



"That'snotwhatIsaid.noonecantrusta

humanbeinglikeSantiago.Heisthemost

cunningmanIknow.Guzmanandthatguyare

notjusttopcriminalsbecausetheyjustwoke

upandithappened.Theydidthingstobethere.

Horriblethings.Ifheisdoingalltheseforyou

thenmaybehealsohashiseyesonyou"

"Don'tbesilly"

"I'm notbeingsilly.Ijustneedtoknowwhathis

dealis.Younevereventoldmewhyyouwentto

Colombiainthefirstplace"

"Weagreedtokeepourbusinessissuesoutof

this.ItoldyouIhaveleftthedrugsand

everythingrelatedtoitbehind"



"Wellyoudidn'tleaveSantiago"

"Ican'tsaynotothehouse.Thisisaonceina

lifetimeopportunity.I'm goingtogetthehouse

whetheryouapproveofitornot.Soareyou

comingwithmeorNah"

"Fine"

Wewenthousehuntingforthewholeweekuntil

IgottheoneIliked.Iwasnotinarushtomove.

Ihadexamstoworryabout.

Mphowasthereasmystudybuddy.Hemight

havebeencrazybuthewassmart

"chomiIheardyoursistergotmarriedtoabig



shot."

"wheredidyouhearitfrom.?"IforgotIdidn't

eventellhim aboutitwhenIcamebackthat

time.WellIhonestlydidn'twantpeopletoknow

"from theinstastreets.Everybodyistalking

aboutit.Ifeelsobetrayed."

"whyisthat?"

"Doyouevenhavetoask?Theysaidit'sbeena

monthorso.Youdon'ttellanythingnomore.I

alwayshastofindoutfrom instaandTwitter.

Im definitelythelastpersontoknow"

"Iforgottotellyou.Itallhappenedsofast.Plus



wehadexamstoworryabout"

"it'sallgood.Yoursisterneverceasetoupdate

usaboutherblossomingmarriageandthetrips

shekeepsontaking."

"ohIhaven'tbeenonInstagram forquitesome

timenow".Trustmysistertobedramatic.She

couldn'tkeephermouthshut.

"rumourshaditthattheguyisamafiaor

somethingalongthoselines."

"ohreally?"Iactedsurprised.

"soyoudon'tknow?Doesyoursisterknow.I

checkedhim ontheinternet.Heseems



dangerous."

"Shehaseverythingundercontrol,Iguess.Don't

worryabouther.Let'sstudy

"okcool"

Innotimeweweredonewithexams.AllI

wantedwasa50.AsLongasIpassandidon't

havetowritesupplementaryexam,Iwasfine.

Anythingbeyond50isashowoff.Somepeople

studiedtheirbuttsofftoget80'sandwhatnot.

Thatwasn'tmyforte.Atleasttherewasa

performancebonusforwellperforming

students.Sotheirhardworkwasnotinvain.i

wasgoingtogetmyperformancebonusfrom

thelikesofSantiagoorjames.



MphowasexcitedthatIboughtthehouseand

asusualhewasveryinquisitiveaboutwhereI

wasgettingthemoneyfrom.TothisdayI

haven'ttoldhim whatIwasdoingontheside.I

madehim believethatAidengotitforme.Since

Aidencamefrom awellofffamily,itwasn't

hardtobelieve.

Imovedinwithhim.Thehousewastoobigfor

metobestayingalone.Iwasnotplanningto

takemymom inbecauseshewouldstarttelling

mehowtolivemylifeandwhatnot.Shewas

betteroffatBedfordview.

Whydidn'tyouguyswarnmethatbeinginlove

wasactuallynice.IwasouthereBashingthis

beautifulthingcalledlovebecauseIdidn'treally

knowhowitfeelsliketobelovedproperly...he

hefuckloveI'm tiredoftrying,kuphi?



Loveis.....

Idon'tevenhavewordsforthiswonderfulthing

calledlovebafethu.ThisAidenwhoIwas

datingwaslikeadifferentguysentfrom heaven

justforme.GodsawthatIhaven'treally

experiencedwhatrealloveis...Thetypethat

makesyouwritelovelettersthreetimesaday.

Thismanrightherewasthesunshininginmy

darkestday.Cheesyright?

WellwhatmorecanIsay.Iwouldfindmyself

justlookingathispicturesandgrinninglikea

personwhowasadmittedatSterkfontein

hospital.

SometimesIwouldwakeupinthemiddleofthe

nightandsmilebecausewow,mymanwasthe

best.



Hemademewanttocallhismotherandthank

herforgivingbirthtothishandsomemanof

mine.

Sometimeshewouldcalltocheckonmeand

askwhatIwasdoingandIwouldtellhim Iwas

drinkingwaterandhewouldbelike"babedon't

drinktoomuch,youwilldrown"andmyheart

meltedthatinstant.Mymanwasthesweetest

guys.

Thisotherdaywehadalittlefightandhewas

like'ohsoyouwanttoarguewithme.Let'sgo

argueinLondon'

Ithoughthewasjokingbutnopehewasn't.In

notimewewereflyingtoLondoninhisfather's

jet.Ifthatisn'tsweetthenIdon'tknowwhatis.



Myexam resultscamebackandIpassed,with

the50somethingofcourse.Mphogot

distinctions.That'smyawesomefriendyaall.

Wewerenowlookingforwardtolevelfourand

gettingdoneandoverwiththiscourse.It'sbeen

acrazyride.

AidenandIwerecool.Justthesweetestcouple

onearth.Lovewasintheair.Whatmorecana

girlaskfor?Iwasbeinglovedright,fuckedright,

beingfinancedright.Moghelwasglowing.Ihad

anawesomecarandstayedinoneofthe

biggesthouses.It'ssafetosayIhavemadeitin

life!

IhaveputSantiago'sdealonholdasiwasstill

thinkingaboutit.Atthisstagetherewasno

needformetobeinvolvedinthisdrugthing.I



hadAidenandhewasdoingeverythingforme.

Ididn'thavetostressoverdrugsgoingmissing

andwhatnot.Itfeltgoodbeinganormalperson

withanormaljob.

Idecidedtocheckonmysister.Angelwasnot

thetypeofpersonwhowouldcalltocheckon

you.Youalwayshavetobetheonecallingher.

ShehasmovedtoMexico..wellthat'swhere

Guzmanstayedfull-timeIthink.

Angel:heyboo.

Zee:hey.Howislifethatside.

Angel:lifeisgood.



Zee:sowhenareyoucomingtoseeus.

Angel:wellTonyisbusywithsomeprojectover

heresoIcan'tleave.

Zee:whatproject?Areyoutryingtotellmethat

heisnotallowingyoutogoanywhereatthe

moment?

Angel:wellnotthatim Complaining.

Zee:ifyouwantoutofthatrelationship.Tellme.

Im Heretohelpyou.

Angel:(shelaughed)andcomebacktopoverty?

WellGuzmanisnotaneasymantopleasebut



wearefine.Themoneyisfine.Ineedtogo.

Shehungup.

Haike!

OnemorningIwokeupsick.Iwasfeeling

nauseousandbeforeIknowit,Iwasvomiting.

ItwasprobablysomethingIateorworseIcould

bepregnant.

Ilaughedatthethoughtofmebeingpregnant.I

don'tlikekidsandI'm stilldecidingonwhetherI

evenwanttohaveonenje.

AidenandIneverusedprotectionwhenhaving

sex.From thefirstdayweneveruseditbutI

wasontheinjection.Theproblem was

sometimesIforgotthedateIwassupposedto



getmynextshot.Itriedthepillbutthatwas

evenworse,Ikeptonforgettingtotakethem.

Icleanedmyselfupandwentbacktobed.I

wokeupafteranhourorsobecauseAidentold

mebreakfastwasready.Hewastheonewho

alwaysCookwhenIwaswithhim.Mphoalso

didthecookingwhenwearetogether.That's

whyIlovedstayingwithhim.Iwasabadcook

anyways.

"Whatdoyouthinkabouthavingababy?"I

askedsippingonmycoffee

"What?I'dratherdie"

"Ok!"



"Whywouldyouaskmesuchaquestion?"He

lookedatme

"Nothing"

"Areyouok?Imeanyouhavebeenvomiting

quitealotthismorningeventhoughyouwere

hidingitfrom me.Let'shopeitwassomething

youatebecauseifit'snotthen..."

"Thenwhat?"

"Wellifyouarepregnant.Youwillhavetoget

ridofit.I'm nothavingababythough...notwith

you...notever!"Hewalkedout

Ouch!Notwithme?Notever?



ThisrightherewasasonofPharaoh!

OrworseLuciferhimself..

Relationshipkenonsense...struuBob!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter43

Zenia'sPOV

Relationshipsshouldbeaddedto1000waysto

die.Imean.....

'I'm nothavingababythough!Notwithyou!

Notever!'

Thosewordskeptringinginmyheadlikethey



wereputonrepeat.Howcanahumanbeingsay

suchathingtoanotherhumanbeing.Am Inot

goodenoughtohaveababywith?

Aidenwalkedoutonme.Likehegotintohiscar

anddroveoff.Ijuststoodthereinthemiddleof

thehousetillIdecideditwasn'thelpingthe

situation.Ihadtoleaveandgotomyplace.It's

notlikeithasbeenconfirmedthatI'm pregnant.

Itwasjustanassumption.

IgothomeandfoundMphomakingsome

breakfast.SinceInevergotthechancetoeat

thebreakfastthatside,Ijoinedhim.

"Youbacksoearly.Didyouandyourknightin

shiningarmorhadafight?"



"No...hehadtogosomewhere"

"I'm not5Zee.Whathappened?"

"Iwokeupsickthismorning,vomitingandall

andIhappenedtoaskedAidenwhathethinks

abouthavingababy?"

"Areyoupregnant?"

"Idon'tknow.It'sprobablysomethingIatelast

nightandnowI'm justanxious.YouknowhowI

feelaboutbeingpregnant"

"Wellthereisonlyonewaytofindout.Whatdid

hesay?"



"Hedoesn'twantababy.Notwithmeforthat

matter?"

"Ouchchomi.Areyousurehereallysaidthat?

Whodoeshethinkheis.Nxa"

"Imagine."

"It'snotatrainsmash.Wecanstilltakehim to

courtformaintenance.WetalkingBoma20k

so.Otherwomenaredoingit,whynotus

chomi?"

"I'm nottakinganyoneanywhere"

"Fineke...it'snottoolate.Getbacktogether

withRaymond.Poorguybeentryingsodamn



hardtogetyouback.Nowthisiswhat'sgoing

tohappen.Yougoingtosleepwithhim...no

protectionwhatsoever.Aweekafteryoustart

themorningsicknessandwhatnot.MrRay

shallbethedadandthiswillbeoursecretthat

weshalltaketothegrave"

"YoudorealizethatIcan'tdothatwithAiden's

baby.Imeanheorshejustgonnalook

somehow"

"Chomi.whoseproblem isthat?Yougonnatell

RayyourgreatgreatgrandfatherwasanArabor

whiteorIndianorcolouredorwhatever.Give

him alonglectureaboutgenesandwhatnot

andchill!"

"YouareabadfriendMpho.Raywillkillme.I

don'twantanythingtodowithhim orAiden.I'm



notevenpregnantforcryingoutloud"

"Weshallsee."

Thenextdayhewenttobuythepregnancytest.

Loandbehold,thedamnthingcameback

positive.Weusedabout4tillIdecidedtojust

acceptandmoveon.Abortionwasnotonthe

cards.Imaynothavewantedababyinitially,

butthedamnthingwashereandIhadtolive

withit.

Iwasabouttotakeanap.Whenmyphonerang.

Itwasaforeignnumber.

Ianswered.

Aiden:heybabe.



Zee:(Irolledmyeyes)helloAiden.

Aiden:um...IjustwantedtoletyouknowthatI

wenttoUAEforsomeseriousbusiness

meeting.Mygrandfatherwantedtoseeme

urgentlysoIleft.

Zee:ok

Aiden:coolI'llseeyouwhenIcomeback.

Hehungup.

Yeahwhateversincehedidn'taskaboutthe

pregnancythentherewasnoneedformetotell

him.

Thiswassimplethough,hedidn'twantthebaby



whileIchosetokeepit.Soiguessitwasthe

endofus.

Threeweekswentbybutalthoughnot

everythingwasnormalIhadtoactlikeallwas

well.

SohereIam attheOB/GYN'sofficetryingby

allmeanstoremainascalm asIcaneverbe.

Mphodraggedmeherebecausehesaidit's

bettertostarttheantenatalcareasearlyas

possible.AsifIdon'tknowthat.Wehavebeen

standinginthisqueforwhatseemedlike

foreverthough.Youonlyfeelthepoorservice

deliverywhenyouareatthereceivingend.

Mphoisbusyholdingmyhandandbusytelling

everyonewhoispryingthatit'sourfirstchild,

hencewhyIlooknervous..nobodycanbelieve



thatforsure.Heiswearinghisshortestshorts

andthecolourfulshirtwithachiffonscarf.That

istheonlyreasontheyarelookingatus.

Ourturncameandtheydidtheroutinetests.Bp,

urinalysis,palpations,scanandwhatnot.It

mighttakesometimeformetogetusedit.

Rightnowitwasstillhardformetoreallyput

myheadtoit.ItevenfeltharderknowingthatI

maynothavethesupportIrequire.Iwasglad

forthesupportMphowasgivingmebutI

honestlywouldhavewantedthesupportofmy

babydaddy.Wellit'snotgoingtohappen,move

onZenia.

Mymom ontheotherhandwouldscoldmelike

Iwas5.

"Lookatthisonebusyhavingthetimeofhis



lifeinDubai.Skydivingandshit.Thisdoesn't

looklikeabusinessmeetingtome.Whattype

ofabusinessmeetingtakesmorethan3weeks

even.Aidenischildish"

"Whyareyoustillstalkinghim"wewerenowon

ourwaybackfrom theclinic.

"Hejustappearedonmytimeline..wellit

doesn'tsitwellwithmethatheisoutthere

actinglikealliswell.Posingwithgirlsfor

Instagram.Sorrytosaythisbutchomiyoucan't

picktherightmen.Theymayallhavemoney

buthuushem"

"Canwejustnottalkaboutmen"

WegottothehouseandIwentstraighttomy



room.MyphoneranganditshowedSantiago.

Wehaven'ttalkedinawhile.Hesaidhewas

givingmespacetothinkabouthisproposition.

Zee:helloMrSantiago.

Santiago:helloprincess.Sohaveyouthought

aboutwhatIproposed.

Zee:yeah.It'scool.I'm in!

Santiago:wowthat'sgoodnews.

Zee:yesbutIwouldliketoknowwhyyouare

givingmehalf.Therehastobeacatchright?

Santiago:I'm underinvestigationsoIwon'tbe



abletodomostofthedrugbusinessforawhile.

Untiltheinvestigationisoveratleast.

Zee:Isee.Sowhatdoyouwantmetodo.?

Santiago:wellIneedyoutosafekeepsomeof

mymoney.Well....lotsofit

Zee:what?Thatismoneylaundering.Ican't.

Santiago:yesyoucan.Youdon'thavetoworry

aboutthetransferandwhatnot.I'lldoallthat.

Youjustneedtosafekeepitthereinsouth

Africa.

Zee:That'scrazyman.



Santiago:IknowbutItrustyou.Don'ttell

anyoneaboutthis.Notasinglesoul.

Zee:whatifsomeonesellmeoutandIget

arrested

Santiago:trustinme...thesamewayItrustin

youandnoneofthatwillhappen

Zee:I'm justgettingcoldfeetbutIguessIcan

doit.

Santiago:That'sthespirit.ialsowantyouto

overseethethesupplyofthedrugstocertain

countrieswhileI'm underinvestigation.I'llgive

youallthedetails.Wealsoneednewroutes

sincetheoldonemightnotbesafeatall



Zee:OK

Santiago:good.ThemoneyWillbearriving

tomorrow.

Zee:what?Thatissoearly.

Santiago:Idon'thavetime.HenceIcalledyou.

YouaremyplanA.Myonlyplanthatis.Any

otherthingwilllooksuspiciousatthemoment.

Zee:wowthisistoomuchtotakein.

Santiago:ItrustyouZee.Youhavealwaysbeen

theanswertomyproblems.Ican'ttrustanyof

thesepeopleIworkwith.Anyonecouldbethe

reasonI'm beinginvestigatedbutIknowyou



gotthis.YouhaveapotentialtobeGreat.Let

memakeyougreat.

Zee:fine.Let'sdothis.

Didyouhearthat?Igotapotentialtobegreat

bakithi.letmebegreat!

Butthesepeopleain'treadyforme.Thestreets

ain'treadyforme.Iain'tevenreadyformy

damnself.

Sometimesthethingsthat'shappenstomylife

alwaysfeelslikeajoke.Butitwasallhappening.

IcouldtrustSantiago,right?Wellwhynot.

Hisplanwentonsmoothly.Themoneycame



intothehouseinafurnituretruck.Theboxes

hadmoneyunderneathandsomefewutensils

tocoveritup.Nobodycouldsuspectathing.I

wasgoingtokeepittheretillwefigurethenext

move.Mphowasn'taroundtoaskmemillion

questions.

Ididn'tfeelsafehavingthemoneyinthehouse

soImovedittoasecretlocationthatthesame

day.Itoldthedeliveryguywehadtotakethe

utensilssomewhereanditwasadonedealin

notime.

Aidenwouldcallonceinawhiletocheckupon

mebutneverdidheaskaboutthepregnancyor

whatever.HewasstillinDubai.It'shasbeena

monthandmylevelofbeingbotheredbyhis

behaviorwasgraduallydecreasing.



Mphotookmeoutforaweekendgateaway.It

wasmewhowaspayingforitalleventhoughit

washisidea.Ineededthebreakthough.

IwasabouttomakesomebreakfastwhenI

collidedwiththetable.Iwasnotwatching

whereIwasgoing.Ifeltabitofpainbutit

wasn'tanythingserious.Ididn'tseetheneedto

tellmphobecausehewouldfreakoutandcut

ourvacationshort.

Sundaywecheckedoutandwenthome.

Mphotookmeoutforlunchwhenwegottojozi

andthistimearoundhewaspaying.Heinsisted

eventhoughallIwantedwastosleep.

"OhmyGod.Zenia!"Aiden'sbrothersaid

comingtowhereIwassitting.



Istoodupandhuggedhim.

"Howareyou.It'sbeenquitesometime"

"I'm ok.IthoughtIwasnevergoingtoseeyou"

"HereIam.MeetmyfriendMpho.Mphothisis

Aiden'sbrotherAdrian."

Theyexchangedgreetings.

"Ididn'tknowyouwereinJoburg?"

"OhIcametohousesitforAidensinceheis

stillbusythatside.I'm gladheiscomingback

today"



Ijustsmiled.Icouldn'tcarelesswhetherhe

comesbackorstaythere.Iwasfeelingdizzy.

"Chomiyouarebleeding!"Mphosaidlookingat

melikehehasseenaghost.

"Huh"Ilookeddownonmypantsandthere

wasagushofblood.Idon'tknowwhat

happenednextbecauseIfainted.

*****

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter44

Zenia'sPOV



Menlovebeingcalleddaddy,untilthat

pregnancytestcomebackpositive.

_______

Iwokeupinahospital.Iwasabitconfused

aboutwhatwashappeningtilltheMphocame

tomyside.Hewassleepingonthechair

besidesme.

"What'sgoingon?"Iimmediatelyremembered

thatIfaintedwhilewewereeatinglunchandI

wasbleeding.

"Howisthebaby.Iseverythingfine.Isthebaby

ok?"Iaskedbeforehecouldevenanswerthe

firstquestion.



"Relaxbabe,everythingisfinenow.Theyhave

givenyoutocolyticdrugs.It'sjustathreatened

miscarriage.Youandthebabyaregoingtobe

fine"

Ibreathedasighofrelief.Ihaveslowlybecome

soattachedtothebaby.Ithoughtitwasgoing

totakemoretimetogetusedtoeverythingbut

itwasfasterthanexpected.Ihadsomethingto

liveforIguess.

Iwentbacktosleep.Myheadwasheavy.

*******

Aiden'sPOV.

I'm acoward..Iknowthatforafact.Ihavebeen

tryingtoIgnorethefactthatZeniamightbe



pregnant.

Icouldn'tputmyheadaroundit.Ababy?Ican't

seemyselfhavingababy.Ineverreallysaw

myselfhavingone.ItbecameworsewhenIlost

mylittlesister.IfeltlikeIfailedherdismally.I

couldn'tprotectherwhenIwassupposedto.So

howam Igoingtoprotectmyownfamily.The

typeofbusinessI'm inalwayshavepeople

vyingforyourbloodandyourfamily'sblood.

Theydon'tcareaboutanythingoranyone.

Worstcase,Zeniahasinvolvedherselfinthis

typeofbusiness.Howarewegoingtoprotect

thebaby?.

EverythingwashappeningsodamnfastthatI

panickedandprobablytoldherthewordsIwas

notsupposedtosay.I'm anasshole.Acertified

oneforthatmatter.



Sowhatdoescowardsdo,theyrun.Theyrun

from theirproblemsandchallengesandseek

solitudesomewhereelse.Mygrandfather

wantedtoseemeurgentlysoIhadgotoUAE.

DeepdownIknewitwasawayformetoget

awayfrom itall.Thetripmighthavetooklonger

thanexpectedbutIwasscaredtoactuallyask

Zeeifsheconfirmedthepregnancy.Iwouldcall,

askaboutherwellbeingandthatwouldbeit.

Shedidn'tevensaymucheither.Soatthis

stageIwasn'tsurewhethershewaspregnant

ornotorifshehadanabortion.

IspentaboutamonththereandtodayIwas

goingbackhome.Hopefullyweweregoingto

sitdownandtalkaboutwhathappened.Ifshe

isindeedpregnantthenwewillfindaway

forwardlikeacceptingit.



Igothomeanddidn'tfindAdrian.Itoldhim I

wascomingbackandaskedhim tobethere

whenIcomeback.Asifheeverlistensto

anythingIsay.

Idecidedtocallandhetoldmehewasatthe

hospitalbecauseZeefainted.Hesentmethe

addressandIwasonmywayinnotime.I'm not

evensurewhethershefaintedbecauseofthe

babyor...ohgoshI'm abadperson.

Igottothereception,gavethem zenia'sdetails

andaskedthem totellmewhereIcouldfind

herButtheytoldmetheydidn'thaveanybody

bythatname.SoIhadtojustrunaroundthe

wholehospitallikeamadpersonlookingforher.

Adrian'sphonewasoff.

AftersometimeofnotfindingherIdecidedto



gogetmyselfsomethingtodrink.Ifound

Zenia'sfriendMphosittingaloneinthewaiting

area.

"Whereisshe?Whereismygirlfriend?"Iasked

him.

"I'm notgoingtotellyou!"Heshruggedand

continuedeatinghissnacks.

Itookoutmygunandpointedathim.

HestartedshakingandmumbledsomethingI

couldn'tevenhear.

"Wherethehellisshe?"Ishouted.



"Don'ttellhim"Adriansaidwalkingtowardsus.

Hepushedthegunawayfrom Mpho'sfaceand

satdownnexttohim.

"SothemightyAidenisbackandwants

everyonetodancetothebeatofhisdrum?

Wow!'"

"Whyareyouhereanyways"Iasked.

"Youshouldbeaskingyourselfthatquestion

Aiden.Whatdoyouwanthere.?Youarean

asshole,youknowthat?"

"WhatdidIdo?"

Helaughed"sorunningofftoDubaileaving



yourpregnantgirlfriendbehindwhileyousnap

picswithgirlsisnotbeinganasshole.Knowing

you,Im sureyouwereevensleepingwiththem"

"Whyisshehereanyways.Didsomething

happentoher?Issheok.Isthebabyok?"

"Doyoucare?

"Thefuck?OfcourseIcare.Justtakemetoher

toplease."

"Idon'tthinkshewantstoseeyouman.HereI

wasthinkingyouhavefinallyfoundyourselfa

propergirlandyouwillbeaproperperson.But

whowasIkidding?asusualyouruinedit.You

nevereverdoanythingrightanyways."



"Thatsaninsult"

"That'sthemainaim.Youcanbepathetic

AidenandIt'sannoying.Whenareyouever

goingtogrowup."

"GrandpaCalledme.Ihadtogothere.Whyare

youmakingitlooklikeIranawayintentionally?"

"YouknowwhatI'm out"hewalkedout.I

beggedMphototakemetoherandhefinally

agreed.ShewassleepingwhenIgotthereandI

justsatnexttoher.Ididn'twanttowakeherup.

Hopefullyseeingmewasn'tgoingtocauseher

bloodpressuretorise.Sheprobablyhatesme.I

hatemetoo.

"Hey"shesaiduponseeingmeonthechair.



"Hey.Howareyoufeeling.Mphoexplained

everything.I'm sosorryIwasn'tthereforyou.I

reallyfeellikeabum rightnow"

"It'sok.Don'tworryaboutit"shesqueezedmy

hand.

Thefactthatshewasn'tbotheredbothersme.I

thoughtshewasgoingtobeangryatme.

Ispentthewholeweekatherbedside.The

doctorswerekeepingacloselookonherand

thebaby.Sofareverythingwasok.im goingto

beadadyaall.

OnemorningigottothehospitalAndfound

Zeniacrying.Thedoctortoldmetheydidall



theycouldbutshelostthebaby.Ididn'teven

knowwhattosaytoher.AllIcouldsaywas

sorry,fornotbeingthere,forallIsaid,forbeing

anasshole.Iwantedhertoblamemeforitall.

Afterdilationandevacuationatthetheatreshe

wasdischarged.

IwantedtotakehertomyplacesoIcouldlook

afterherbutMphoinsistedthathewasabetter

personforthatjob.

Zeniadidn'twanttotalktomeaboutthebaby.I

triedeverymeanspossibletogethertoopenor

crytomeorevenhitmebutshewasjustquiet.

Likenothingeverhappened.

Shewouldalwaysreplywithaonewordanswer

andIwouldn'tknowwhattosaynext.Ishould

haveseenitcomingwhensheforgaveme



withoutevenscoldingme.

It'sbeenamonthsincewelostthebaby.Zenia

hasbeengivingmethecoldtreatmentasusual.

Mostofthetimesheisbusywithherschool

stufforsosheclaims.Sheisnowdoingher

levelfour.

Shedoescomeandvisitbutitwillbeashort

visit.Shedoesn'tevensleepover.NotthatI

wantsex,Iunderstandsheneedstohealand

everythingandwewilldoitwheneversheis

ready.Ijustwanttospendtimewithher.

Sothisotherdayshecametovisit.Itriedto

cheerherupasusualbutIcouldseesheis

evenfakingthelaugh.Shereceivedaphonecall

andittooklongerthanexpected.Itseemed

seriousbutshewouldlaugheverynowandthen.



AtfirstIthoughtitwasabusinesscall,likeit

wasJamesorsomebody.Becauseitsounded

likethatbutthenagainitsoundedmorelikea

loveinterest.Idon'tknow,maybeI'm just

delusional.

Thecalltook1hour26minutesand10

seconds.NotthatIwascounting.

"Sorryaboutthat"shesaidasshesatonthe

oppositecouchtomine.Hermoodseemedto

havebeenliftedup.

"Areweevergoingtobeok...IfeellikeI'm

losingyouslowlyandthereisnothingIcando

aboutit.I'm sorryforsayingthatIwillnever

haveababywithyou.Itjustcameoutwrong.I

wascaughtoffguardanditallcameoutwrong"



"Youhaveapologizedalready.It'senough.You

arestartingtosoundlikeabrokenrecord.It's

irritating"

"Ouch"

"Istillbelievethereisagoodguyinyou.The

oneIforgave.Sopleasestopapologizing.and

let'smoveon."

Ihuggedher."Thanks..foreverything"

Iwasabouttogomakeherfavouritemeal

whenIheardsomethinglikeaknock.

"BabepleaseCheckwhoitis"



IwasthinkingitwasAdrian.Hesaidhewas

goingtopopinanyways.Thestrangestthing

wasIdidn'thearanynoisecomingfrom them.

Adrianwasloudandhewasn'tjustgoingtobe

modestaroundZee.

Iwalkedtowheretheknockcamefrom.There

stoodthatchick,Ievenforgothername.She

waswearingablackleatherjumpsuitthatwas

likeasecondskin.That'showtightitlooked.

Thensheheldawhipandsomecuffsonher

hands.Itdidn'tneedadictionarytospellout

thattheoutfitscreamedsex.

"Youcancomein"Zeniaopenedwayforthat

girlandrightnow.

"Nosheisnotcomingin"



ThiswasthegirlIsleptwiththatdayIwanted

toprovetomyselfthatIdidn'thavefeelingsfor

Zee.ThetimebeforeIwenttoJay'sparty.It

wasagesago.AndItoldhertostopstalking

me.Idon'tevenknowhowshegotmyaddress.

Buthereshewasdressedinaskimpyoutfit

standingrightinfrontofmygirlfriend.There

wasnowayZeniawasnotgoingtothinkI'm

sleepingwiththisgirl.

I'm outcheatryingtodesperatelyfixmy

relationshipandsatanissendinghisagentsto

ruinitall

Pleaseprayformeguys!



***

SorryIcouldn'tpostyesterday...gottobusy

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter45

Zenia'sPOV

Peoplecanstressyouifyoureallyletthem.i

chosenottobestressedbyanotherhuman

beingnomore.IfeltlikeAidenhasstressedme

enough.LosingthebabywasjustsomethingI

wasnotevenreadytodealwith.IleftAidenand

hisvisitorstandingtherebythedoorway.

Iknewthegirlfrom Instagram.

Icouldhearthem arguingbutIturnedtheTVon



andwatchedthenews.Iheardfootsteps.Itwas

Aiden.Hecamebackandsatnexttome.

"I'm sorryaboutthat.Iam notsleepingwith

thatgirl.Wehadathing,longtimeagoandnow

shejustcan'ttakenoforananswer"

"Ok"

"Ok?Isthatallyouaregoingtosay?Justok?"

"Um yeah"

"DoyouevenbelievewhatI'm tellingyou?Do

youevencareaboutme?It'slikeyouhavegiven

uponus.Isn'tthissupposedtobotheryou"



"Ihaveseriousthingstobebotheredabout.

Notsomefloozyyousleepingwith"

DeepdownIknewIwasbotheredthoughbut

didn'twanttoshowhim.Itwasn'tworthit.

Hewasabouttosaysomethingwhenmyphone

rang.ItwasSantiago.Igotuptoanswer.

Hewantedmetohaveatourofhisbiggest

drugcartelinMexico.Idon'tknowifiwas

readyforallofthis.ImeanIfeellikeifIreally

wanttodealdrugsitcouldjustbemarijuana

withguysfrom ekasi.Notthisonethatinvolved

bigcartelsandwhatnot.WellIagreedtoit

anywayssoitwashightimeIstartworking.

ThiswasacollegeweeksoIdidn'thavetoget

asicknote.Mphowasjustgoingtosignthe



registeronmybehalf.That'swhatfriendsare

for.

Therewasnotestswewerewritingsoitwas

cool.IcouldtellhewantedtoaskwhyIalways

hadtogotoplaceslikeColombiaormexico.

Weusedtowatchbangedupabroadtogether

onnationalgeographicChannelandIwould

alwaystellhim howIwouldntwanttogoto

thesecountriesforavacationasIfeltlikethey

weredangerous.HereIwasaspendingmore

thanaweekinacountryIsaiditwouldbethe

lastplaceIwouldvisit.Everynormalperson

wasboundtobesuspiciousofmyintentions

aftersayingwhatIsaid.Plusthosecountries

areamongstthedrugcapitalsoftheworld.I

thinkhewantedtoaskmebutdecidedagainst

it.

AsusualIhadtomakeitlooklikeIwasthere

foravacationsoIwenttoTalum andbooked



myselfinthisamazingecolodgecalledAzulik

andMayaspa.ItwasexactlywhatIneededto

rejuvenate.SoItoldAidenIwasgoingona

vacationbuthisinquisitiveselfdidn'treally

wanttobelieveit.Heknewithadtodowith

drugs.

Ispentlikethreedaysatthehotelandonthe

fourthdaySantiagocameandtookmesowe

couldhavethetour.Iwasn'tevenlooking

forwardtothetour.Iwouldratherbeinthe

bathtubatAzulikoverlookingthebeach.Buta

girlgottaworktoputfoodinthetable.

Wespenthoursonaroughmountainroad

goingtoGodknowswhere.Hetoldmethe

placewasinsomeremotevillage.After4+hour

drivedownwindingdirtroadswefinallyarrived

attheplace.Hetoldmewewouldhaveto



spendatleasttwodaystheresoIcouldgrasp

whatevergoesonthere.AtthisstageI'm

thinking,beingahousewifeiswaybetterthan

this.IcouldeithergetmarriedtoAidenorRay

andjustenjoytheirmoneybygoingShopping

andtravelingtheworldwhiletheydothework,

butthosetwofuckboyscan'tbetrustedsoit

wasbettergettingthemoneymyself.

ThiswholethingwasaVerySurrealExperience.

Wegottothisplacewhereheavilyarmedmen

swarmedtheplacelikebees.

Whiletheycertainlyappeartofitthestereotype

ofhardenedcriminals,theyseem friendly

enough.ProbablybecauseIwastherewith

Santiago.

"Don'tbescared...theydon'tbite"Santiago

spokeinthataccentofhis.Healwaysspeak



veryslowly.Hehadthishabitofspeakingwhile

playingwitharingonhisindexfinger.Ohand

healwayswearsblack.Allthedamntime.

Iwasshownmyroom forthenight.Itwasfancy

enoughformetorelaxbuttherewasnowayI

wasgoingtorelaxinaplacefullofheavily

armedmen.Whatifthepolicecomeandthere

isjustarandom shootout.Ortherivalgroup?

drugcartelsalwaysfighteachotherforcontrol

ofterritory.Santiagowantedtodethrone

Guzmanfrom owningthebiggestcartelinthe

world.Hewantedmorepower.Theseguysare

greedy.Imeantheymakeenoughmoneytolast

them theirlifetimeandtheirgreat

grandchildren'slifetime.

AnywaysIwasabouttoliedownwhenthere



wasaknock.ThemessengertoldmeSantiago

wantedtoseeme.Iwenttowerehewasand

foundhim standingonthepodium speakingin

Spanish.Hisarmywaslisteningattentively.

Theyallworeblackaswellbuttheystillwant

more.

Hesaidsomethingandtheyalllookedatme.

"Ijusttoldthem youaremysecondin

commandandwheneverI'm notaroundyouwill

governeverythingandmakedecisions"he

whisperedinmyear

IlookedattheguysI'm supposedtogovernor

rule.Theyarehuge,scary.Somehavefunny

mustachethatIwanttolaughatbutIcan't

becausewellImightjustendupwithabulletin

myface.ThisishowscaredIam ofthese

people.Somearedressedlikearodeocowboys.



Idon'tevenlikecowboys.

"AllhailherGrace,ivannaEscobar.Thefirstof

hername,queenofnarco-trafficking.Protector

oftheRealm.TheUnburnt,BreakerofChains,

andMotherofcocaine.Shedonekilledaman

withherbarehands"

IlistenedtoSantiagosayingallthesethings

andI'm hopingtoseethisivannawalkoutbut

thenIrealizedhewastalkingaboutme.LikeI

wantedtolaugh.YouknowhowIlaughwhen

im Nervousright?butIheldback.

SincewhendoIgobythenameofivannalet

aloneEscobar.Ihavekilledamanwithmybare

hands?NiggaIcan'tevenkillachickenwithmy

barehands.Santiagomustquitplayingman.

Mymom doesn'tevenknowthatherdaughteris



outherebeingcalledthenarco-trafficking

queen.

ThecrowncheeredexcitedlysoIjustwaved.I

hadtolooklikeI'm thattypeofagirlwhohave

killedamanwithherbarehands.

AftertheannouncementIwenttotheliving

room withSantiago.HeknewIhadquestions

runningthroughmymind.

"Thatwillbeyournameinthisbusinessfrom

nowon.Youaretoosoft,youneedtoworkon

that.Theseguysalreadybelievedyoukilleda

manwithyourbarehandsanditwillstaylike

thatotherwisetheywillundermineyou.Idon't

wantanyoneunderminingyou.NowI'm going

backtothecityandyouwillremainhere.I'll

comebacktomorrowandpickyouuporthe



dayafter."

"What?Youcan'tleavemehere"

"YesIcanandIwill.Nowdon'tshowthese

guysyouareafraidofthem.Nobodywilltouch

andImeannobody.Youwillhaveatourofthe

placeandwhatgoesoninhere.Youneedto

seewherethedrugsaremade,howtheyare

madeandtransportedoutofhere.I'llshowyou

otherplacesiownbutthisisthebiggestandI

wantyoutofamiliarizeyourselfwithit.Thisis

whatdrugbusinesslookslike.Seeyoulater"

Hewalkedoutwithsometwobodyguards.

Okthatwasweird.



Sowhilethewholecartelsituationhadme

feelingprettynervous,Ihadtotoughenup.

Mycomfortlevelhadbeenimproving.Iwas

gettingusedtochattingwithcartelmembers.

Maybetoocomfortable.

Overthenextfewhours,Ilearnthatbasically

thewholetownwasworkingforthecartel.They

werethesoleemployer.

I’m notsureifitwasbychoice,orbythethreat

ofviolence,butgrowingandtraffickingdrugs

forthecartelwashowthistownsurvives.

Iwasbeingtreatedlikethequeenofthecastle.

ItfeltgoodIdon'twanttoliebutattheendof

thedayIknewthatIwasjustanormalgirl.



Everythingwasgettingverysurreal,andI

seriouslyfeltlikeIwastrappedinamovie.The

nextdayIwaitedpatientlyforSantiagotocome

takemeoutofhere.

IsatonthepatioandIsawateam offive

armedmenloadingblue200litredrumsof

somethingfrom aguardedbuildingintoatruck.

Iwasprettysureitwasn'tdrugsbecausethey

didn'tusesuchdrumsforthat.

WhatifitwasHumanremainsdissolvinginacid?

Myimaginationstartedtorunwild.

Santiago'scardrovein.Someguygotoutand

toldmewehadtoleaveinahurryasSantiago

hadsomewheretobe.Iwenttotakemybags,

saidgoodbyestotheguysandleft.



Thistimearoundwedidn'tdrivethat4hoursto

gobacktothecitybutgotintoachopperthat

waswaitingforusnearby.Atleast!Icouldn't

standthosebumpyroads.

Iwastakentotheairport.Saidmygoodbyesto

Santiagoandleft.

IgothomeandfoundMphowaitingeagerlyfor

me.

"Sohowwasthetrip.Thatplacelooksamazing.

YouknowIhaveathingforsuchlodges"

"Itwasamazing.RightnowIjustwanttosleep.

I'lltellyouallaboutitsoon"Idraggedmyselfto

thebedroom andthrewmyselfonthebed.



MyphonerangandIansweredwithoutlooking.

Santiago:howdidyoutravel?

Zee:great...thanksforasking.

Santiago:I'm callingyoubecausewehavea

problem.

Zee:what'stheproblem (Iyawned)

Santiago:Thereisaguythatneedstobetaken

offfrom thefaceoftheearth

Zee:ohIsee.



Santiago:youwillhavetodoit?

Zee:what?Why?Imeanwhydoesithavetobe

me.?

Santiago:youaretoosoftZee.Youneedtodo

this.

Zee:Ithinkwearemovingtoodamnfaston

this.Youneedtoslowdownoldman,because

wow!Imeanain'tnobodykillinganybodyfrom

thisside.Notmethatis!

Santiago:I'llsendyouthedetails

Hehungup.



WhenIsignedupforthisdrugbusinessInever

signedupformurder.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter46

Zenia'sPOV

Deathisthemostsacredthingtohumanbeings.

Alotofusareafraidofdyingorseeingany

otherpersondying.

Wearescaredoftheunknown?Somany

unansweredquestionsabouttheafterlife!

WhenIstartednursing,mostpeoplewouldask

ifIwasn'tscaredofseeingapersondyingor



dead.Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthewhole

thingsurroundingthismysteriousthingcalled

death.

Myfirsttimeseeingadeadpersonwasina

surgicalward.Wewerethemorningshiftand

heardthatshediedat3am.Theycalledusto

wrapherup.Shewasinherlate20's.

Itwasn'tscarytowrapherupandallthat.After

wrappingher,wehadtotakehertothe

mortuary.Itwasalsomyfirsttimeinthe

mortuary.Allwecouldseewaslegsinthose

fridges.Thepainfulthingwasseeingasmall

bodywrappedthere.Itwasjustsadeven

thoughyoudidn'tevenseetheperson.

SoastimeswentbyIdidseepeopledyinghere

andthere.Peopledieindifferentways.I

rememberthisothertimeIwasdoingvital



signsonapatient.Heaskedforwaterand

whenIcamebackhewasdead.Likehehas

beensickforquitesometimebutthatdayhe

lookedfineandhewastalkingwithmeandall

thatandthenextthinghewasgone.Other

peoplefightwhentheydie.It'slikethereis

somethingreallyfightingwiththem.That's

scarytowatchthough.

Therewasapatientwhowasdumbanddeaf.

Shecouldn'ttalkatall,shewouldmumble

someinaudiblethingsandthefamilysaidshe

wasbornthatwaybutthedayofherdeathshe

wassingingoutloud.Notclearwordsbutyou

couldhearthatshewasindeedsinging

something.ThisiswhyIsaydeathisamystery

henceweshallforeverbeterrifiedbyit.

SohereIwas,expectedtoendsomeone'slife.I



mayhaveseenpeopledyingnaturallybutI

neveranticipatedseeingsomeonedying

becauseIkilledthem.Santiagowasaskingthe

impossiblefrom me.Whatifhewantedmeto

killsomeoneIknowlikeRayorAiden.Aowa

guys,Ican'tdothat.Eveniftheypissmeoffto

anextentwheretheydeservetodie,Iwouldn't

killthem!

Sohesentmetheemailwithpicturesofthe

guyandwhyhehadtodie.Atleasthewasn't

anyoneIknow.Hewascutethough.Apparently

heusedtoworkforSantiagoandwasvery

closetohim butbetrayedhim byleakingsome

ofhisinformation.Heisasnitchhencehehad

todie.

Hisnamewasjack.Jackwasveryhandsome.

Hedresseshimselfimpeccably.Hewasa



definitionofarealgentleman.Ihadtocheck

him onInstagram toseewhatkindofaperson

hewas.Akerethat'swhatwedothesedays.If

wehearsomestuffaboutyou,weruntosocial

mediatocheckwhatkindofapersonyouare

there.

Santiagowantedmetokilljackmyself.He

didn'twantmetohireahitman.Howwashe

gonnaknowanyways.Icouldn'tkillsuchaguy.

Heevenhadakidandagirlfriend.Ican'ttake

fatherandahusbandawayfrom someone.

ButontheothersideIwastryingtoshow

SantiagothatI'm capableofrunningthiswhole

business.Soithastobedone.

hesaidIhadtogetclosertohim tomakeit

easierformetokillhim.Sincetheguywasn't

awarethatSantiagofoundoutaboutwhathe



didorthathewantedhim dead,gettingcloser

tohim wasn'tgoingtobeaproblem.

Ameetingwasscheduledformeandhim to

meetandtalkaboutthenewroutesfor

transportingdrugs.Hewasn'tawarethatallthis

isanactformetogetclosertohim,soIcan

killhim.hesaidwehadtomeetathishouse.I

don'tknowifitwassafeformetogothere

alone.Youwouldneverknowwhathewas

planning.Santiagoassuredmejackneverhas

bodyguards.Ihadbackup,justincase.

Igottothehouseandfoundhim waitingfor

me,dressedinhisbestsuit.Helooked

handsomeuntilheopenedhismouth.He

reekedofalcohol.

Firstlyhelaughedwhenhesawme.



"Don'ttellmeyouareEscobar,becausewow"

hecontinuedlaughing

"What?"

"DoesthatSpanishguythinkI'm goingtowork

withawoman?Hemustbesmokingsomeof

thedrugsheismaking.WhenhesaidIvannaI

thoughthemeantIvanandwasjusthavinga

hardtimepronouncingit.Youknowhowhe

talksmos"

"Areyouseriousrightnow?"

"Nooffenceprincessbuttheonlybusinessyou

andIaregoingtohaveiswhenyougetontop

ofmeandridemerealgoodwithyourclothes



offofcourse.Womanaregoodassexobjects

notdoingmainlyjob"

"Wow...I'm sodonewithyou.I'm defeated"

"WaittillI'm donewithyou.Youwon'tbeable

tomoveatall.I'm thatgood."Hewinked.

Hisphonerangandheanswered.Hewas

talkingtohisbabymama.Theonewhom I

thoughtwasthegirlfriend.Hekeptreferringto

herasthebabymamainaverydisrespectful

way.ShewantedmoneyIthinkbuthetoldher

sheandherbabywerenotgettingadime.I

meanhereisaguywhohadeverythinggoing

onforhim.Hewasmakingalotofmoney,

flauntingdifferentcarsinInstagram and

throwingendlesspartybutwasn'teven

supportinghisownchild.



ThisguywasannoyingandIjustwantedtosee

him dead.Hejustgavememorethatenough

reasonstokillhim.Iwasplanningtoshoothim.

Ihadbroughtagunwithasilencer.Another

optionwasusingaknife.Iwouldslithisthroat

andonceIgethisjugularveinthenit'soverwith

him.Butitwouldbemessy.

IwasbusycontemplatingonhowIwasgoing

tomurderhim whenhisphonerangagain.This

timearoundheseemedtobetalkingto

someoneheliked.Theyweretalkingabout

seeingeachotherlaterandwhatnot.Hewas

goingupanddowntalkingonhisphonelikea

teenagerwhowaslovestruck.IwishIcould

justshoothim righttherebutIhavenever

aimedatanythingandsucceeded.Iwasmore

likelytoshootthephoneandnotevenhim.

NextthingIknowheisshootingmedead.Drug



dealersalwayshavegunsonthem because

theyhavetrustissues.

Hewentupstairsstillonhisphone.Iwas

thinkingofleaving.Iwouldfindanotherwayof

killinghim.Maybegivehim poisonor

something.

IwasabouttotakemybagwhenIheardaloud

bangandwhenIlookedhewasrollingdownthe

stairs.Heprobablyslippeduptherewhilehe

wasbusybeingloveyDoveywithwhoeverhe

wastalkingto.Plushewasdrunk.

Hetumbleddownmakingallsortsofsounds

andIactuallyfeltlikeIshouldhelphim buthow

though.IfItriedtostophim thenwemightend

uptumblingdownthestairstogether

ThesadpartwashishousehadSomelongass

stairssoitactuallytookhim forevertoreach



thegrouNdandwhenhedid,hefellonhishead

andtherewasnoDoubtthesoundIheardlast

wasthatofhim breakinghisneck.

Justlikethat,hestoppedmoving.Iwalkupto

inspectifhewasOk.Icheckedhispulse,there

wasnothing.Niggawasdead.Ijustcouldn't

believehoweverythinghappenedsofast.I

expectedthathewasgoingtohurthimselfbut

notdie.

Niggawasreallydead.Minusoneproblem for

me.

Icouldn'tcallthecopsbecausewellIwould

havetoanswermillionquestionsandmightend

upbeingasuspect.Hisphonerang,itreflected

Raymond.Idon'tknowifitwastheRaymondI

knowornotandIdidn'twaittofindout.Itook

mybagandleft.



IgothometookabathandsentSantiagoa

message.Ijustwrote"it'sdone".Iwasgoing

totakefullresponsibilityforhisdeatheven

thoughIdidnothing.Hesentamessage

congratulatingme.

Everythingwasgoinggood.IreadaboutJack's

deathonthenewspaperanditwasnotlikethey

weresuspectinganyfoulplay.

Iwokeupandpreparedtogotowork.Infourth

yearweonlyworkedatclinicandpsychhospital.

Thebestthingaboutworkingataclinicwasit

startsat8soIdidn'thavetowakeupearly.

Iwasdonewitheverythingandwasaboutto

takemybagandleavewhenRaybargedin.He



didn'tknockoranything.Ihaven'tseenhim ina

whileandIhavetoadmit.Helookedhot.

Hewasn'tsmiling.Hesurewasmad.

"Thisisnotyourhouse.Youmustlearnto

knock"Isaidholdingmybagandkeysreadyto

leave.

"Youthinkyouareallthat,don'tyou?"

"Idon'tthink.IknowIam allthat"

"Ijustfoundoutthatitwasyouwhokilledjack"

"What?Yougottabekiddingme"



"I'm not,actually.Youwereseenenteringhis

houseandleavingthedayhedied.Hewaslater

foundbysomeguynotlongafteryouleft"

"Yourfriendbrokehisneckafterfallingfrom

thestairs.TherewasnothingIcoulddoforhim"

"Soyouwerethere?"

"IneversaidIwasn't.Ijustdidn'tkillhim.I

wouldhavelovedtothough"

"WhendidyouevenbecomeclosewithJack?I

don'tbelieveanywordthatcomesoutofyour

mouthanymore.Idon'tevenbelievethatyou

didn'tkillmyfather.Youhavealwaysportrayed

yourselfasthisinnocentgirlwhiledeepdown



youknewyouwerefarfrom that.Everything

aboutyourlifeisalie.Youhangoutwithdrug

dealers,notjustanydrugdealersforthat

matter,theDruglordsthemselves.Themost

dangerouscriminalsofthem all.Youcanfool

anyoneelsebutnotme.Youevenliedaboutnot

sleepingwithAidenwhileinfactyouweredoing

itwithoutevenusingacondom"

"Ifyouaredone,youcanleave"

"Icameheretowarnyouthatyoucannotkeep

onkillingpeopleIloveandthinkIwon'tretaliate.

I'm comingforyouandtrustmeyouwon'tlike

it"

Hewalkedout.

Ag!.ThelastthingIneededwasmakingan



enemyoutofRaymond.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter47

Zenia'sPOV

IwasatEastgatemalltryingtofindsomething

towearforaneventIwasinvitedtowhenI

cameacrossThabiso.Youknowthatexof

mine.

Heliterallyrantomewhenhesawme.

"HelloZee.It'snicetoseeyou"

"HeyThabiso"

"Ihavebeenlookingforyouupanddown.You

don'treplymyDM andyouchangedyour



numbers"

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Youaretheloveofmylife.Howcanyouask

suchaquestion?"

"Ifyouhavenothingtosay,canyouplease

excuseme"

"AwwNia.Whyyoudoingmelikethismara.

Youknowmeandyouweremeanttobe.Ineed

asecondchance"

"Yougottabekiddingme"

"I'm not.IknowIfuckedupbuttruthbetoldI



missedyou.It'snotbecauseI'm unemployed

nowordon'thaveacar.IjustrealizedthatIlost

adiamondwhileIwasbusycollectingstones.

Youaredefinitelyoneinamillionandnowwe

canevenstartthatfamilywealwaystalked

aboutinhighschool"

"I'm sorrytohearaboutyourcarandyourjob

butifyouhavenothingelsetosay.Ireallyneed

togoandpleasestopsendingmemessages"I

saidthenwalkedout.

HecalledaftermebutIdidn'tlookback.

ImaginegoingbacktoThabisoaftersucha

hugeupgrade.Hellcanfreeze.

Myproblem nowwasRaywhowantedtopicka

fightwithme.Ididn'tknowthatJackwashis

friend.EvenifIdid,Iwasgoingtokillhim

anyways.Hejustwantedtocomeatmewith



gunsblazing.likehealwayswanted.Hehas

beenmeaningtoavengehisfather'sbreathand

wasjustusingthisasanexcuse.Iwasready

forwhateverhewasbringingmyside.

Iconstantlyhadtowatchmybackincasehe

woulddecidetostrike.But7monthsdownthe

line,therewasnothinghedid.Itdidn'tmean

thathehadtodecidedtostopwhathewanted

todo.Hewasprobablystillplanningonit.

"Rayistryingtopickafightwithmeanditwont

endwellforhim"Aidensaidashecameto

whereIwassitting,studying.Iwasathishouse.

AidenandIwerestilltogether.Ican'tsaywe

weregoingstrong.Wewerejustoneofthose

couplesthatarestilltogetherprobablybecause

ofsexorthatwelikedwatchingthesame



movies.Wehaveneversaidwelovedeach

othereversincewestarteddatingandIwas

coolwithit.Aidenwasthattypeofaperson

whoneverlikedtoexpresshisfeelingswhichis

whyourrelationshipwasweird.Itwasn'talovey

Doveytypeofrelationship.TheloveyDovey

stoppedwhenIlostthebaby.Afterwhathe

saidtome,IneverfelttheneedtoshowthatI

neededhim likeIusedto.It'snotthatIdon'tlike

orlovehim.I'm justsafeguardingmyheart.He

couldhurtme.Hewascapableofhurtingmeso

bad.HoweverIneverfoundoutthathewas

sleepingaroundoranythingofthatsortlikeI

usedtowithRay.It'seitherhewasnotdoingit

atallorhewasjustbeingdiscreetaboutit.

"Whatdidhedo"Isaidfocusingonthebook.

"Isawhim thisotherdaywithhisgirlfriend



KellyandhehadthenervetosaythatIshould

sleepwithoneeyeopenasheiscomingforme.

WhatdidIevendotohim?.Sheevenhadthe

nervetosaysomebullshittome.Sheiseven

pregnant.Iguessit'sthehormonesmakingher

sayshittome"

Ohsohewasbacktogetherwithherandsheis

nowpregnant.WhatdidIevenexpect,those

twoareprobablymadeforeachother.

"HereIam beingblamedforhisfather'sdeath.

ApparentlyIsentyoutodothedirtyjobforme.I

don'tevenknowwhat'shappeninghere"

"Don'tworryaboutthosepeople.Theyarejust

stressedaboutthebabythat'scoming"



"IfanythingweshouldbeworriedaboutRay.

Heismorelikehisfather.Thatmanwasan

animal"

"It'smethathewants.Hejustwanttofinda

waytoimplicateyouinthisbutit'smyheadhe

isgunningfor"

"IneedtoprotectyouZee.Ifhewantsawar

withusthenit'sawarhewillget.I'm goingto

takeawaysomethingthatheholdssodearto

hisheartandhewon'tevenknowwhatstriked

him"

"IhopethishasnothingtodowithKellyandthe

baby.Don'tplaylikethat"

"Hetoldmethatyoukilledhisfatherandyou



killedJack.Isittrue?"

"No"

"Allthesedeathswereruledoutnaturalbutit

justgotmethinking.Weretheyreallynatural?Is

theresomethingyouarenottellingme.Beinga

nurseandall,itmeansyoucankillthesepeople

easilyandstillmakesitlooknatural"

"Areyoustartingtobelievewhathetoldyou.I

didn'tkillanyofthosepeople?"

"soyoujusthappenedtobetherewhenthey

died.Ijustwantyoutobehonestwithme"

"IguessIwasatthewrongplaceatthewrong



time"Iwalkedtothekitchenandhefollowed

me.

"Whereyousleepingwithhisfather?"

"Isthatwhathetoldyou.Areyounowfriends

withhim thatyouhadenoughtimeinyour

handstodiscussme"Itookacartonofmilk

andwalkedoutofthekitchen.Hefollowedme

again.

"It'snotthat.IjustneedtoknowthegirlIm

dating."

"Whatistheretoknow.Therewouldn'tbea

relationshipiftherewasnosexhere.Sosexis

theonlystrongholdofthisrelationship.You

wanttoknowsomething.Askaboutitandleave



mealone"

"Isthatwhatyouthinkthisrelationshipisall

about?Reallynow!"

"It'snotwhatithink.Itiswhatitis.Let'snot

beataroundthebushandlietoourselves.So

justmindyourownbusinessandI'llmindmine"

Therewasaknockandthepersondidn'twaitto

betoldtocomein.ItwasAiden'smom.She

washoldingsomegroceriesinabox.

ShegreetedhersonandpassedmelikeIwasnt

there.Iignoredhertooandwalkedupstairs.

"Don'ttellmeyouarestilldatingthisHoodrat"I

couldhearherspeaking.Sheprobablyjust

wantedmetohearherbecauseshewasso



loud.

"Ma.Isthiswhyyouarehere.Ihavethingsto

do.Youneedtoleave"

"FineI'llgoifthat'swhatyouwant.ButIjust

thoughtIshouldcomecookforyousomething

nicesinceyouain'teatingproperlyatall.Look

atyourarms.Thatgirlisnotfeedingyou.You

mustfindaproperhousewife."

"Byema.I'llcomeseeyouatthehotel"

ThevoicesstoppedandIheardfootsteps

comingupstairs.ItwasAiden.

HecametowhereIwas.Iwasbusyreadingmy

bookdrinkingsomemilkfrom thecarton.



"IheardwhatyousaidandI'm sorryifIhave

beenabitcoldtowardsyoubutdon'teverthink

likeIdon'tcareaboutyou.IdoZee.Ireallydo

butitjustseemedlikeyoujustwanttokeepme

outside.Youdon'twanttoletmeinanymore.If

anything,youhavebeentheonewhoissocold

towardsme.WhenyoucomeoverIknowit'sfor

sexandafterthatyouleave.Youdon'teven

wanttotalktomeaboutyourschoolworkor

yourdayatwork.Sleepingoverisonceina

while.Whenyoufeellikeit"

"Sorry"

"Whateveritisthatisbotheringyoupleasetell

me.Ifyoumadatme.Pleasetellme.Let's

makeourrelationshipbetter.Please.Iknowyou

arebecomingmoreandmoreindependentand



youaredoinggreatthingsforyourself.Ialso

knowIhavebeenchildish.InyouIhaveseen

thatgreatwoman.Theonewhoisnotscaredof

anychallenge.Youmayfeellikeyoumaynot

needmeasyoucandoallthatbyyourselfbutI

needyou.Weneedeachother.Wedo"

Iwalkeduptohim andhuggedhim andhe

huggedmetighter.

ImayhavenotrealisedthatIwasreally

becomingsuchacoldperson.Morelikehim but

sincehesaidwhathewantedthenperhapswe

couldworkaroundit.

OnemorningIwokeuptoamessagefrom Kelly.

Shewantedtoseemeandapologizeforwhat

shedidtomybrotherandme.Wellitcouldbea

trapbutitcouldalsobeagenuinemessage

whereshejustwantedpeace.Irefusedtomeet



herbutsheneverstoppedaskingformetosee

her.

Iagreedtothemeetingaftershepractically

beggedmeeveryday.Wemetoutsideher

house.NottheoneshesharedwithRaybut

rathertheoneheboughtforher.Shedidsay

thathemightnotlikeseeingusmeetingbutshe

wantedtotellmesomethingaswell.

Thattriggeredmycuriosityandiwenttomeet

her.Ididn'twanttogoinsideherhousesowe

metinsidehercaronthestreet.

"It'sbeensolonghowhaveyoubeen"she

huggedme.

"Ihavebeengreat.Icanseeyouareexpecting.



Raymustbethrilled.Congratulations"

"ThankyouandThankyouformeetingmeas

well.IreallywantedtoapologizeforallthatI

didtoyouandAlex.I'm sorry"

"Don'tworryaboutit"

"Ialsowantedtot....."

Shedidn'tfinishwhatshewantedtosay

becauseablackAudidrovebysofast,turned

notfarfrom wherewewere,shotsgotfiredand

Iducked.

Therewerejusttwoshotsfiredandthecar

droveoff.IgotupandcheckedifIwasshotbut



therewasnothing.Kellyhadabulletonher

foreheadandanotheroneonherneck.There

wasnodoubtthiswasdonebyaprofessional

hitman.Shewasdead.Ijustcouldn'tbelieveit.I

startedcrying.

WellifIstickedaround,thecarmightcome

backforme.Igotout,checkedthecoastand

rantomycarwhichwasparkednotfarfrom

hers.

Igotbehindthesteeringwheelbutcouldn't

evenstartthecar.Iwasshaking.

Wemayhaveourownsquabbleshereandthere

butshedidn'tdeservetodie.Notlikethis.Not

withthebaby!

IcontinuedcryingasIdroveoff.



Life!

MIndthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter47

Zenia'sPOV

ItookKelly'sdeathharderthanIthoughtI

would.Ihadnightmaresandwouldwakeupin

themiddleofthenightpanting.Aidenonthe

otherhandwasexcitedsheisgone.Iswearhe

istheonewhokilledhereventhoughhekepton

refusingtotakeresponsibility.

ThedayofthemurderIdrovetohishouseasit

wasnotfarfrom Kelly's.Ifoundhim playing



chess,alone.Whoplayschessaloneeven.

WhenItoldhim Kellywasdead,theonlywords

thatcameoutofhismouthwere"checkmate!"

"HowcouldyoudosuchathingAiden?.Have

yourealisedwhatyouhavedone.Youkilledtwo

peopleAiden.Howpatheticcanyoube?Why

didyouevenhavetodoitonmypresence"

"Kellyhasalwaysbeena

Annoying"heshrugged

Iwentupstairsandslept.Thiswasjustgoingto

startahugewarwithRaymond.Hewasn't

goingtoletsleepingdogslienotthistime

around,especiallybecausehiskidwasinvolved.

HewantedthebabyforaslongasIcould



rememberandnowthekidwastakenaway

from him,2monthsbeforehisbirth.

Iheardhefaintedwhenheheardthenewsand

wokeupinhospital.eventhestrongesthavea

breakingpoint.IwishIcouldcomforthim butit

wasbetterifIstayaway.Mindyou,shedied

whenIwaswithher.IfhefindsoutthenI'm a

deadmeat.Hewilldefinitelyblamemeforher

death.

Ispenttheweekmindingmyownbusiness.

Santiagosenthiscondolences.Heinvitedme

tocomeseeaprojecthewasstartingat

Mexico.Itoldhim Icouldn'tcomeasIfeltlikeI

hadtoattendKelly'sfuneral.

Thedayofthefuneralcameanditfeltlikeit

wasabash.Raymondwentalloutforit.The



coffinwasthemostexpensiveIhaveeverseen.

Everythingwaselegant.Istoodfarawayfrom

Rayandhisfamily.Ievenworeahatand

sunglasses.

Helookedokandhisbrothersatbesidehim.I

sawKelly'smom andhersister.Theylooked

likeKellysoIjustassumed.Raymond'smom

wasthereaswell.Ihaveonlyseenheron

pictures.

Thefuneralprocessionwentonsowell.Allwas

welluntiltheburialpartcame.IsawRaymond

cryingforthefirsttimeever.hisbrotherand

someotherguyheldhim butyoucouldseehe

wasdevastated

Rafaelpaidmeavisitatworkthisotherday.

Twodaysafterthefuneral.Iwasabouttogo



forlunchsoItoldacolleagueIwasleavingfor

lunch

"MindifIjoinyou?"

"Whatdoyouwanthere?"

"Can'tapersonvisitaclinicwithoutbeing

interrogated?"

"Webothknowyouain'thereforthat"

"I'm heretotakeyououtforlunch"

Iendedupagreeingtogoeatwithhim.Iknew

therewassomethinghewantedtotellme.



"SoIjustfoundoutthatyouwerewithKelly,the

dayshedied"

"Itdoesn'tmeanIkilledher"

"Ineversaidyoudid...perhapsyouwereatthe

rightplaceatthewrongtimebutafter

everythingyouhavedoneRayisgoingto

believeyouweresomehowinvolved"

"Hecanbelievewhathewants,Idon'tcare"

"Don'tsaythat.Thatmanissobrokenthathe

canretaliatebyKillingyourwholefamilyallat

once.Thedeathcaughthim offguard.He

sleepsinwhatwassupposedtobehisson's

room now.Ican'tevenhelphim it'ssad"



"Ican'thelphim too.Ididn'tdoit"

"Helpmefindwhoeverdidit.Ifit'sAidenjust

tellmeandnothingwillhappentoyou.Helpme

togettohim.Tellhim whateveryouknowthatI

canuseagainsthim"

"Idon'tknowRafael.Ireallydon't"

"FineI'm goingtoedittheCCTVandgetyou

outofitjustsoRaydoesn'tcomeforyou.But

pleasehelpmefindpeopleinvolved"

"I'lldoallthatIcantohelp"

Ikeeponfindingmyselfinunnessecary

predicament.IneededavacationASAPorelse



I'lllosemymind.ItookmphoandItoParisfor

aweekendgetaway.Hewastheonlyperson

whomademefeelnormalinthisabnormallife

ofmine.IneverreallylikedParis.peoplethere

werenotsofriendly.Mphohasalwayswanted

togotheresoItookhim there.

"Areyoubyanychanceadrugdealer"heasked

whenwe'rechillinginthehotel

"YeahI'm aprofessionaldrugdealer.Idealwith

morphine,pethadine,tramal"

"Idon'tmeanatwork.YouknowwhatImean"

"Yeahsortof"



"Wowgirl....ImeanIhaveseenitorsuspected

itbutdamn.IthoughtmaybeIwashallucinating.

YouaremyrolemodelZee"

"It'snotthatmuchofabigdeal"

"What?Icanbetmylifethatyoudoworkwith

guyslikeGuzmanhenceyoursistermarriedhim.

Youareamafia.Nodoubt"

"I'm not.Let'sdropthistopic.ok"

"so,doyoueverthinkyouwillleavenursing.I

meanyoualreadyhavethebiggesthouseand

carandI'm prettysureyouwillbebuyingmore

soonplusaprivatejet"



"WellIdon'tknowhey.ImightorImightnot.

Don'ttellanyoneaboutthisorI'llchopyouinto

piecesandfeedyouyoutothedogs"

"OkMademoiselle"

AsmuchasParisboresme,Mphomadeitfun

WehadjustlandedwhenatOrTAmbowhenmy

phonerang.

ItwasSantiago.

Santiago:helloprincess

Zee:hello



Santiago:haveyoubeengood?

Zee:beenoksirandhowaboutyou.

Santiago:great.I'm soproudofthingsyouhave

beenachievingsofar.

Zee:metoo

Santiago:I'dlikeyoutogotoBrazil.Thoseguys

aredoingastheypleaseandIdon'tlikeitatall.

Ineedyoutoshowthem thereisanewbossin

town.

Zee:can'tIjustgetabreakorsomething?

Santiago:howareyougonnamakemoneyif



youtakeabreak.

Zee:it'slikeyoujustwantmetobethistough

personintwodaysasifyouarepreparingme

forsomething.What'shappeninghere?

Santiago:IcoulddieorIcouldbearrested.

Anythingcanhappen.

Ididn'tevenhavetimetoreplytowhathewas

sayingbecauseaforceofpolicemancameto

me.isayaforcebecausetheywerelike4or5.

"Zenia,youareunderarrestforthemurderof

KellySwanepoel.Anythingyousaywillbeused

againstyouatthecourtoflaw"oneofthe

policemenwholookedlikeagiantsaid

handcuffingme.



Shitabouttohitthefan,family!

*****

Sorryfortheshortinsert.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter48

Zenia'sPOV

Whatcanruinawellspentvacation?

Beingsenttojail.

Ijustcouldn'tbelievethis.Whydidn'ttheywait

formeathomeorsomething.Isweartheyjust

wantedpeople'sattention.Itseemedlikethey



alreadyknewsodamnmuchaboutmeanyways.

ApparentlyIwasalreadyplacedonthewanted

List,LikeIwasafugitiveorsomething.The

Randimabrothersplayedmesowellonthisone.

Ithadtheirnameswrittenalloverit.

Ishouldn'thaveeventrustedtheshitRafaeltold

me.Iwouldhavebeenwellpreparedforthis.

NowIwasinthedark.Ididn'tknowwhatwas

happening.Thosebrothersmightframemefor

amurderIdidn'tcommit.Itwasverymuch

possibleormaybeitwasn'tthem.PerhapsI'm

justgivingthem toomuchcredit.

Peoplewerebusytakingpicturesandvideosso

theycanpostaboutwhathappened,ontheir

FacebookandWhatsAppstatuses.Youknow

peoplelieforlikes.Theywillbeoutthere

creatingstoriesaboutmebeingbustedfor



sellingchildrenorwhatevershitthatwillmake

them trend.

Thiswasgoingtobealongassday.Iwasreally

tiredandneededsomerestandhereIwas

beingtakentojailwhereIwasgoingto

probablyspendsomefewdaysifnotforever.i

couldbechargedwithfirstdegreemurder.The

investigativeofficerwassoconfidentthatthey

hadenoughevidencethatcouldtakemeto

prisonforalongtimesohewantedmetoenter

apleadeal.LikeHellIwould.

Irefusedtoanswertheirquestionswithouta

lawyer.SotheevidencetheyhadwastheCCTV

recordingofmegettingintoKelly'scar,and

leavingthecar.Therewasnotraceofthat

speedingcaranywhereinthatvideo.Itwasall

meandyoucouldn'tevenseewhathappenedin



thedamncar.Amomentlater,someguyfound

herdeadandcalledtheambulanceandthe

cops.Sobasically,IwasJusttheonlysuspectin

thiswholething.Theworstpartwashearing

thatthereweretwowitnesseswhosawmeget

intothecarthenheardgunshots.Likewowhey!

Ijustkeptonlaughingwhentheseguystoldme

allthese.

ThesetwobrotherswerereallyPickingawar

withandatthisstagetheyhaveputmeintight

corner.HowdoIevendefendmyselffrom this

circumstantialevidencetheycreated?Whowill

evenbelieveIdidn'tdoit?Myfingerprintswere

alloverhercarandclothes.ImeanIhugged

andallthat.Theyevenhadamotiveforthe

death.TheysaidIwasascornedexandwanted

revengebecauseRaydumpedmeandIwas

jealousbecauseshewasnowpregnant.



Itwaslikeascriptnjeorsomeshit.Icouldn't

believethiswholething.WasRaysomadthat

hedidn'thaveanyonetoblameforhermurder

thathedecidedtoblamemeordidhekillherto

framemefrom hermurder.Youcan'tputitpast

him.heisananimal.

Mylawyerpostedthebailapplicationanditwas

setforthenextday.Iwashopingitwouldbe

granted.Icouldn'tstayhereuntilmytrial.I

meanthatwouldjustmeanmylifeisover.I

hadtogettothebottom ofthis,whenIgo

outside.OnenightinaJailcellwasenough.

ThebailwasgrantedandMphoandAidenwere

thereatmybailhearing.Aidenpaidandwe

drovetomyplace.Itwasquitealotofmoney

andmypassportwastakenasIwasdeemeda

flightrisk.Mphogaveussomespacewhenwe



gothomeasheclaimedhehadsomewhereto

go.

"SorryIcouldn'tcomeseeyouyesterday.I

hearditlatelastnightthatyougotarrested"

"Let'snottalkaboutit.Iwanttorest"

IreallywastiredandthiswasAiden'sdoing.If

hedidn'tkillKelly,wewouldn'tbehere

discussingthisissue.

IgottomybedandjustafterIgotunderthe

sheetsmyphonerang.ItwasRay.

IansweredeventhoughIthoughtagainstitat

first.

Ray:heyjailbird.



Zee:fuckoff

Ray:youshouldbethankingmefornotkilling

you.WellperhapsyoushouldthankRafaelwho

decidedthatprisonwasgoingtobethebest

punishmentforyouthandeath.Thereisnofun

indyingafterall.Youdon'tfeelpain.Onlythe

peopleleftbehindsufferbutprisonwillmake

youthatdrugqueenyoudesiretobe.Thatisif

theydon'tkillyouthere.

Zee:youarepathetic.

Ray:youknowwhat'spathetic?Yourboyfriend

committedthecrimebutyouaregoingtogoto

jailforit.HandmeAidenI'm asilverplatterand

wewillforgetthatalltheseeverhappened.Give



methatKhanboy.Iwanttoinfiltratehisfather's

businessthathewon'tevenknowwhathithim.

Youmydarlingcanmakeithappen.hetook

awaythatonethingIhelddeartomyheart.

Zee:ag!

Ray:doyourememberthatfirstdayIstopped

foryouwhileyouweregoingtothemall.You

werewearingajeanandasimpleTshirtand

somepumps.Butyoulookedsoinnocent.I

lovedyouwhenyouwerethatinnocentstudent

nursewhotalkedaboutpatientscomingto

casualtywithbrokenlegs.Theonewhoseemed

soscaredtoevenwatchoperationsbeingdone.

Butno!Youwantedthingsthatarenotmeant

foryou!ThedayyoumetJameswastheday

youruinedyourlifemylovelyZee.



Zee:ohsoyoucan'tstandseeingwomendoing

thetypeofjobsyouthoughtonlymanare

supposedtodo?

Ray:wellsortof.Youarejusttooforward.I

meanhowinJesusnamedoyougettomeet

SantiagoandGuzmaninoneyear?.Likeisn't

thatbeingtooforward.Anywaysmyofferstill

stand,bringthatboytomeandtherestwillbe

history.Icanevenforgiveyouandmarryyou.

Zee:I'llratherdie

Ray:ohcomeon.Iknowyoustillwantme.Even

thoughyouactedallinnocentwhileinfactyou

werefuckingAidenbehindmyback.Rafaelis

stilllaughingatmeforallthosetripsthatIpaid

thatyouactuallytookAiden,busysayingheis

yourfriendandshit.HowstupidcanIbe?Ipaid



foraniggatogofuckmygirlfriendinDubaiand

Barcelonaandwhatever.

Zee:weneverdiditthereifthatmakesyou

sleepbetteratnight

Ray:itdoesn'tmatterboo.Allyoursinsare

goingtobepaidwhenyougotoprisonfora

longtime(hechuckled)...callme,whenyou

realisethatAidenain'tshitandheisplayingyou.

Hehungup.

Icouldn'tevensleepafterthatcall.Therewasa

knockonthedoorandIwasforcedtogocheck.

ItseemedlikeAidenwasn'tthere.Heleftanote

onthefridgesayinghewenttobuysomething

forustoeat.



Itwasmymom.Irantohugher.Ijustwanted

tofeelthatwarmthcomingfrom herandtellme

everythingwillbeok.ThatwasallIwantedbut

insteadshepushedmeback.

"HowcouldyoudosuchathingZee?.People

aretalkingoutthere.I'm thelaughingstockof

thewholeneighborhood.

Howcanyoubesuchadisgrace"

"Ididn'tdoitma"ItookaSeatandshedidthe

same.

"Sothepolicearrestedyoufornothing?Iknew

youwereadelinquentbutIneveranticipated

murderfrom you!



"Ihavenotbeenprovenguiltyma.Stopsaying

that"

"Youaregoingtoprison.TheevidenceIheard

thattheyhaveagainstyouisdefinitelysending

youtoprison"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?.Doyouknow

somethingIdon't"

"AllIknowisyourparent'ssinsarefollowing

you.EventheBiblesays'Whenparentseat

unripegrapes,thechildren’steethsuffer'.

"Whatareyoutalkingaboutma?"

"Stopcallingmemom.I'm sickandtiredofit.



Yourmotherleftyouinmydoorsteptheday

youwerebornandmylifehasneverbeenthe

samefrom thatday.

"What??"Igotupfrom whereIwassitting.

"Youarenotmychild.Yourmotheropenedher

filthylegsforamarriedmanandIactually

sufferedeversinceIfoundoutshewas

pregnantwithyou.Shecouldhavejustaborted

youbutno,sheneverlistened.Ievengot

someonetotryandputtheabortionpillinher

drinkandguesswhat,Yousurvivedthat.Iwas

thenforcedtoraiseyouasmyownchild

BecauseIdidn'twantanyonetoknowmy

perfecthusbandwasnotsoperfect.Your

motherwasevenacowardtoraiseyou.Igave

herlotsofmoneytodisappearwithyoubut

guesswhatshedid?Shebroughtyouatour



doorstepanddisappeared.Butyourdadloved

yousodamnmuch,youwerelikehisonlychild.

Yournameshouldhavebeenmatlakala.Not

Zenia.WhatthefuckisZeniaeven"

"Youarelying.Tellmethisisalie.youaremy

mother."Tearswerenowthreateningtocome

out.

"Youareindenialok.I'm notyourmotherandI

willneverbeamotherofakiller."

IfelttearscomingbutIrefusedtocry.Notfor

someonewhowassayingallthesewordstome.

Howcanthiswomanbesocruel.Couldn'tshe

bemodestaboutthewholethingandjusttell

mepolitelythatsheisnotmymother.Iloved

thiswomanallmylifeeventhoughIalwaysfelt

likeshenevertreatedmethesamewayasAlex



andangel.

Itookaglassofwateranddrankit.

WhydidshesoundsosurethatIwasgoingto

jail.DidsheperhapsworkedwithRayand

Rafaelinthis.Youcouldn'tputitpasther

especiallybecauseshehatedmeforwhatmy

mom did.

IfeltlikeIhadnooneinthiswholeworld.Angel

wasnoteventhatpersonIcouldcallandcryto.

Shewouldendupsayingthingsthatarenot

evenrelevanttothetopic.Alexwasn'tthat

personIcouldtalktoeither.Icouldatleastcry

toMpho.

EventhegrandmotherIdearlylovedand

respectedwasnotmybiologicalgrandmother.

Doessheevenknow?Shemightevenhateme

whenshefindsoutI'm notherdaughter's



biologicaldaughter.Thiswasmessedup.I

didn'tevenwanttogolookforthatwomanwho

leftme.

Ididn'tevenhearherleavebecauseIwasina

worldofmyown.Myheadwasbuzzing.Ididn't

knowwhatwasworse;knowingmymom isnot

reallymybiologicalmom orthatImightbe

goingtojail.

Today'srevelationmighthaveexplaineda

wholelotofthingsshedidtomeorsaidtome

butIstilllovedher.Shehasalwaysbeenthe

motherIknew.

Iwasbusysobbingwhenmyphonevibrated.It

wasmygrandmotheraskingtoseeme.My

mom probablytoldheraboutwhatshejust

revealedtome.



IdrovetoTembisaandwhenIgotthere,she

justhuggedme.Ilostitandstartedcrying.

"Letitout.Letitallout"shesaidembracingme.

Icriedforsometimethenwewenttositinside.

"Iheardyourarrestedformurder.Ikneltdown

andprayedforyoursafereturn"

"Ididn'tdoitgrandma"

"Iknowmtanam.IknowandI'm sureGodwill

seeyouthrough.Weallgothroughthistrialand

tribulationssowecomeoutstronger."

"DidyouknowthatMargretwasn'tmymom?"



"YeahIknow.I'm sorryIcouldn'ttellyou.It

wasn'tmyplacetodoso.Yourparents

promisedtodosowhenyouturn21.It'ssosad

shekilledhim beforehecouldtellyou.

"Whatdidyoujustsay?"

"Nothing.I'm sayingit'satragedyhedied

beforetellingyou"

"GogoIheardyou!"

"Yourfatherwasdivorcingyourmotherandshe

wasn'tgoingtogetanythingfrom him.Sohe

wasworthmoredeadthanalive.Shehired

peopletotamperwithhiscar'sbreaksandthe

restishistory.Ioverheardhertalkingto



someoneaboutitonthephone.Ineverasked

her"

"Wow.Ican'tbelievethis"

"Stopworryingaboutyourmom.Youhavea

courtcasethatyouneedtoinvestallyour

energyin,ok.Youneedtogetoutofthisoneor

yourfuturewillberuined"

Inoddedabsentmindedly.Iwasthinkingabout

thiswomancalledMargret.Ihavebeenliving

withluciferallmylife!

InfactIm surroundedbylucifersinmylife!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter49



Zenia'sPOV

I'm havingsurgerytomorrowpleaseprayfor

me.Theyareremovingallmyfeelings

__________

Mphodraggedmeoutofbedtoday.Ihadno

energytowakeup.Ifeltliketherewasnothing

worthwakingupto.Absolutelynothing.

"Thereisaguyoutside.Helookssoimportant

andhasastrangeaccent..ohnotforgettingthe

strongbodyguardsheiswith.Hewantstosee

you"

"TellHim I'm dead"



"Okthen"hestarteddraggingmeoutofbed.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

"Youcan'tcomplain.Youaredead"

"Fine.I'llgetup.GotellthatoldmanI'm coming.

Givehim whateverhewantstoeat"

Idraggedmyselftotheshower,aftertakingthe

showerIworesometracksuitsandwent

downstairs.MphowasbusylyingtoSantiago.I

saylyingbecauseSantiagowaslaughinglike

hislifedependedonit.AwholeSantiago

laughingatMpho'sjoke.Aguywhoissupposed

tobetoughandstuff.Wondersshallneverend.



"Heyprincess.Yourfriendissofunny.You

mustbringhim toColombiasomeday"

SantiagosaidasIjoinedthem.

"Right"irolledmyeyesatthebackofmyhead.

Hebetterbeherewithsomegoodnews.

Mphoexcusedhimselfandsaidhewasgoing

tomakesomefoodforusinthekitchen.

"IcameassoonasIheardaboutthearrest.I

havebeentryingeverythinginmypowerto

ensureyoudon'tgotojail.Thejudgedoesn't

wanttobebribedandgettingyourdockettogo

missingseemstobeanissuebutIhavefound

youthebestlawyerever"



"Areyoutellingme,Imightgotojail?"

"Thelawyersaiditdoesn'tlooksogood,as

longasthevideorecordingstillexists.ButEven

ifyoudogotojail,I'llgetyouout."

"Youdon'tsoundlikeamanwithaplan

santiago.Whyareyouhereanyways?"

"I'm heretoensurethatIdomylevelbestto

getyououtofthisshenanigans"

"Butitdoesn'tlooklikeyouaredoingjustthat"

"ThisisaComplexsituationandyouknowit.

TheonlywaytogetyououtatthisstageisifI

killthatjudgeandwegetsomeonewhowillbe



lenienttohandlethiscase.Thosetwoguyswho

aretryingtoframeyoushouldbekilledaswell"

"Enoughaboutthekilling.Nooneiskilling

anyone.IfthosepeoplediethenI'llbeindeeper

shitthanI'm alreadyin.Thelawyeryoufound

mightaswellsellhisqualificationsifhedoesn't

believehewillkeepmeoutofprison"

"Iknowyouaredisappointed.Iam also

disappointedIcan'thelpyourightnow.ButIwill.

Ipromise."

Iswitchedthetopicfrom talkingaboutprisonto

drugs.Hedidn'tseem likehewasgoingtohelp

memuchinalltheseanyways.

MphobroughtthefoodandIjustateabit.I



wasn'tevenhungry

Ihavejustmadepeacewiththefactthatthese

menwerenotgoingtohelpmeoutofthis

situationIwasin.Wellitwasn'taneasythingto

dothough.Rayexecutedhisplansowell...allI

waswaitingforwasamiracle.Theoddswere

againstme.Theonlythingthatwasworrying

memorewasthefactthatMaggiewasnotmy

mom.IcalledAngelandtomysurprise,she

knewthatshewasn'tmymom.Alextoo.Iwas

theonlyoneinthedark.Whatever.

Soeverydayspentwasastepclosertomytrial.

Iwasnotreadybakithi.SolelybecauseIhad

nothingtodefendmyselfwith.HoweverIwas

greatfulthatItwaspostponedtoatleastafter

myfinalexams.ThatmeansIcouldwritemy

finalexamsinpeace.Imanagedtodoso.I



guessIevenpassed.

Thetrialbeganjustfewdaysaftermyexams.It

wastense.Santiagowasthere,Aidenwasthere

andnotforgettingMphoandmylovely

grandmother.

ThosearethepeopleIcansayweretherefor

me.Everybodyelsewasagainstme,including

Alex.Wellhedidn'treallysayhewasagainst

mepersebuthisbehaviorwassomehow,plus

hewassittingwithhismom.Judassoldmeout.

It'sofficial,Ihavebeensold.

IfoundoutthatReeandmymotherwereonthe

witnesslist.SoIjustsatthereandlistenedto

whatthesepeoplehadtosay.

Reewentonandonabouthowclosewewere



andhowItoldherhowmuchIhatedKellyever

sinceIstarteddatingRay.Shewasbasically

theretopaintmeasanobsessiveandjealous

girlfriendwhowouldstopatnothingtogetwhat

shewanted.Iwasn'tsurprisedshewouldsayall

that.ShewasjustoneofthosepeopleIneedto

killwhenIgettime.Sheisthatannoying.

Mymom tookthestandthenextday.Thiswas

likeablowtome.Ineverexpectedherto.I

swearRaypaidthesepeoplegoodmoney

becausetheshittheyweresayingwas

motivatedbycash..mymom...letmejuststop

callingthatevilwomanmymom.Maggie

paintedourrelationshiptobelovingandwhat

not.ShesaidIalwaysgotoheriftherewas

somethingbotheringme.SheclaimedItoldher

aboutmyrelationshipwhenitstarted,and

aboutKelly.ShethensaidIwouldtellherwhen

thingswentsouth.Shewaslikemycrying



shoulder.IheardaboutmetellingherthatKelly

wasthereasonRaydumpedmeandshe

neededtogo.SheclaimedIsaiditmorethan

once.

Raywasnextandhetalkedbullshitliketherest

ofthedevils.HesaidIcouldn'tgetoverhim and

Iharrassedhim andKellywithendless

messages.

Whatshockedmewaswhenthosemessages

werebeingshown.235messagestobeexact.

Theydatedbacktolastyear.

Maggiehadathingofaskingmyphonetotake

selfiesandwhatnotormakecallsbecauseher

phonedidn'thavecredit.Itrustedherwithmy

phonethatIneverreallycheckedwhatshewas

doing.Iswearshewastheonesendingthese

messages.RayorKellypaidhertosendthose



messages.Ihavebeenplayedlikeafool.I'm a

fool.

ThelawyerthatSantiagofoundtriedto

discrediteverywitnessthere.Healsotriedhis

levelbesttopaintmeasagoodpersonand

thatIhadagoodrelationshipwithKellybutwho

wasikidding.Nobodybelievedthatshit.Alex

refusedtotakethestandonmydefense.

Imagineguys,awholeAlexthatIriskedmylife

for.Menaretrash.

Isweareverybodywasbetteroffdead.Iwas

goingtokilltheseevilpeople.EvenGodwould

understand.

AtsomepointIwasdozingofflisteningtothis

madeupstories.Itwasjustfunnyandsadat

thesametime.Thewitnesseswhosawthe



murderorheardthegunshotswerethe

neighborssoyouandIknoweveryonewould

trusttheirversionofevents.

Themediawasnotevenhelpingthesituation.I

wasbeingpaintedasaheartlesspersonwho

showednoemotionsorremorseforwhatIdid.

InsteadallIdowasdozeoff.Whatemotions

didthispeoplewantmetoshow.Thiswasjust

betrayalofthehighestlevels.Ihavebeenliving

withsnakesallmylife.Angeltoldmeshehada

partytoattendwhenIaskedhertocomeand

showmesomesupport.Iwasjustwaitingfor

thiswholethingtoendbecausetherewasno

hopewhatsoever.Thedevilhasgottenwhathe

wantedbutheshouldneverthinkhehas

defeatedme.Raywillsqueallikeapig.Hewill

comeandbegformercy.AsforMaggieand

Alex,theyshallseetofinish.



Thetrialwentonandonforwhatseemedlike

forever.Ididn'ttakethestandtodefendmyself.

Itwaspointlessandwasteofmyenergy.

PeopleweretalkingaboutKellylikeshewas

MaryMagdaleneorMarymotherofJesus.

Nobodywassayinganythingabouthow

annoyingshewas.Thatgirlwasannoying.

Itfinallycametoandend.Judgementdaycame

andIwasfoundguiltyforfirstdegreemurderof

Kellyandherbelovedbaby.Ijustrolledmyeyes

whenthejudgesaidthat.

ThedateforthesentencingwassetandIwas

takentojail.Mphoandmygrandmothercried

likebabieswhentheverdictcame.I,onthe

othersidewasjustlike'whatever'

TheyhuggedmebeforeIwastakenaway.



Aidendidn'treallywanttocomeclose.Perhaps

hewasguiltybecausewewereallherebecause

ofhim.Itwashisfault.Maggieandthecrew

wereoncloudnine.

Raycametomeandwhispered"enjoyprison

love"

"Iwillboo...enjoythis,whileitlast"Igavehim a

middlefingerasIwasbeingdraggedaway.

Thesentencingdaycame.Thisniggashould

havejustgivenittomethesamedaybutno,he

draggeditonsoIhavetoseethesesnakesone

moretime.

Iwassentencedto15yearsatsuncityprison.

TheonlysuncityI'm usedtoistheonewiththe



valleyofthewaves.Itwasindeedgoodbyeto

shopping,toParisandBaliandwhatnotand

hellotoanewlifebehindbars.

Ididn'tevenknowhowtofeelaboutthis

anymore.ApartofmesortofknewthatImight

getoutsoonandanotherpartacceptedthatit

mightnothappen.AslongasIwasn'tgoingto

beseeinganyofthosesnakesinthere.Iwas

cool.

Wegottransportedtotheprisonwithfewother

inmates.Therewasoneannoyingwarder,she

gavemeonelookandIcouldtellmogheldidn't

likemeatall.Iwasn'theretobelikedanyways.

Theinmateswerepatientlywaitingforthenew

bloodtojointhem.Theydefinitelycouldn'twait

tomakeourlivesalivinghell.



Ohwell...Icanproudlysaythesurgerywentso

well..allmyfeelingshavebeenremoved.

ItisgoodbyeZeniaandhelloIvannaEscobar!!!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter50

Ray'sPOV

I'm soproudofmyselfrightnow.Zeniacan't

sayIdidn'twarnherthough.Iactuallydid.She

wasgettingtoobigforhershoesand

somebodyhadtobringherbacktoherplace.

Shekilledmyfatherandilethergetawaywith

itbutiwasn'tgoingtoletherkeepondoingas

shepleases.Never.



"YouarethemostevilPersonIhaveevercome

across"Rafaelsaidasheenteredmyoffice.

"GoodmorningtoyoutooRaf"

"Soareyouhappynow.?"Hepouredhimselfa

glassofwhiskeyandsatonachair.

"Ihaveneverbeenhappier"Ismiled.

"Sohaveyoudestroyedtheoriginaltape?It

mightendupinwronghandsandwedon'twant

that.Wearejustgoingtoenduplookingso

stupid"

"Ihaveit.I'm waitingforZeniatocomeandbeg



formercythenI'llusethetogetherout"

"Howisshegoingtocomebegwhensheisat

prison?"

"Shedeserveatleastayearinprisonforwhat

shedidtomydad,thenmaybeafterthatIwill

letherout.Onlyifshebegsforitorhandme

AidenorgetmeclosertoSantiago"

"Ihaveabadfeelingthisisjustgoingto

backfireRay"

"Youhavealwaysbeenasissy.Youdon'thave

abackbonewhatsoever"

"It'snotabouthavingabackboneornot.ifeel



likeyoujustwanttosettlescoreswithher

becausesherefusedtogetbacktogetherwith

you."

"Shecheatedonmewithmyenemy.Wentto

tripswithhim usingmymoneywhilehewasout

thereactingpoor.Theybothneedtolearna

lesson"

*******

Zenia'sPOV

Prisonlifeishardbafethu.Idon'twanttolie.

Thefirstfewweekswerethehardest.Iwas

cravingfreedom likenothingonearth.Ifound

myselfmissingsimplethingslikewine.HowI

havetakenitforgranted.



Besideseverybodyelseannoyingme,Ijust

wantedsomenicemealwithawholebottleof

wine.Iwaseatingcrapinhere.EventhestuffI

cookmakesmeachefwhencomparedtothis

craptheyfeedushere.SomedaysIwouldn't

eveneat.

Iwasoutheremindingmyownbusinesswhen

thisgirlstartedpickingonme.Hernamewas

Meisie.Meisiewastheoppositeofhername.

Shelookedlikeaguy,walkedlikeaguyand

talkedlikeone.Tomakemattersworse,she

hadthosecurlyhairthatalwayslookedwet.

Colouredgirlswiththosetypeofhaircankill

youinyoursleep.Theyarejustdangerouslike

that.Ithinkitcomeswiththehair.Ifsuchagirl

promisethatshewillbeatyou,youshouldrun.

Neverlookback.



SoMeisiewaslikeagangleaderofsomegang

thereinprison.Everybodyrespectedher.They

wereallscaredofher.Eventheprisonwarders

sortofjustletherdowhatshewanted,when

shewanted.

Ibecameavictim aftershefoundoutwhyIwas

inprison.ApparentlyKellywasherhomegirl.

Liketheycamefrom thesametownship.

Rumourshasitthattheyneverreallygotalong

butbecausemeisiewantedtoteachmea

lesson,Ibecameatarget.

Itfeltlikeeveryonewasagainstme.Everybody

wasscaredofMeisieSoit'sunderstandable.

Mytoiletriesstartedtogomissingandmy

booksthatMphobroughtforme.Iwouldbe

sittingabouttoeatmyfoodandsomeone



wouldjustwalkuptomeonsome"areyou

goingtoeatyourfood?"

BeforeIcouldevenreply,theywillspitsome

sputum onmyfood.Ididn'tevenhavetoreply

tosuchaquestionnomore.Thatwasthe

reasonwhyprisonbecamesounbearablefor

me.Ievenhadtosleepwithoneeyeopen

becauseIdidn'tevenknowwhomightwantto

killme.

IaskedMphotobringmeatoothbrushandhe

did.Ididn'tevenwantthesoapandotherstuff

becausetheyweregoingtotakethem anyways.

Istartedsharpeningtheendofthetoothbrush

everychanceIgot.Ididn'twantanyonetosee

whatIwasdoing,soIwasdiscreetaboutit.It

stayedonme.Thiswasgoingtobetheweapon



Iwasgoingtouseonanyonewhotriesto

attackme.PerhapsitwashightimeIeliminate

Meisie.shedefinitelypickedafightwithawrong

girlhere.Iwasgoingtoshowherathingortwo.

Mphocametovisiteverychancehegotandhe

wouldbringmefoodandstuff.Ididn'teventell

him theywerestealingthestuff.heenjoyed

doingitandyoucouldtellheloveddoingit.I

wasallowed5visitspermonthforanhoureach

withatleast2peopleallowedpervisit.

Aidenwouldcomeonceinawhile.Wellheonly

cameonceeversinceIgothere.Sotodayhe

cametovisit.Thetensionbetweenuswasso

thickyoucouldhearaneedlefallonthefloor.

It'slikewehadnothingtotalkabout.Hehasn't

evenapologizedforkillingKellyandbeingthe

reasonIwasbehindbars.Iwasn'tevengoingto



tellhim to.

"Icameheretocomecleanaboutthiswhole

Kellysaga.ThetruthisIthoughtaboutkilling

hertohurtRaybutatthesametimeIchickened

out.Itwasn'tworthittokillaninnocentsoulto

settleascore.SoIdidn'tdoit"

"Soyoumeantotellme,youdidn'tkillKelly,so

whodid?"

"Idon'tknow.Rayprobablyhadmoreenemies

thanwecancount.Itcouldbeanyone"

IthinkIwasbetteroff,knowingthatAidendid

it.nowIdidn'tknowwhoactuallykilledher.It

couldbeanyone.SantiagowasalsoasuspectI

thinkhewantedtotoughenmeupsobadthat



hewantedmetogotoprison.Imeanhedidn't

reallydomuchintryingtogetmeoutofprison.

HewasprobablyworkingwithRayinallthese.

Ifhereallydidthisasawaytotoughenmeup

thenwewillfight.Thiswasbullshit.

I'm soannoyedrightnow.Ijustdontknowwhat

ishappeningaroundmeandIhatewhenthat

happen.Aidendidn'tstaylong,Ihadnothingto

saytohim anyways.Iwasabouttobetaken

backtothecellwhenIwastoldIhadanother

visitor.ItwasRay.

Hewasfeelinghimselflikeitwasgoingoutof

fashion.Hesmileduponseeingme.Thiswas

hisfirstevervisiteversinceIgothereandIwas

hopingitwouldbethelast.

"Youevenglowinsidetheprison.Wow"he



smirked.

"Whyareyouhere?"

"I'm heretocheckifyouarereadytoadmitthat

I'm kingandyouaregoingtobowdown"

Ifakedalaugh"youmustbedreaming"

"DidyouknowthatKellywascheatingonme?"

"Whatdoesthathavetodowithanything?"

"Whenpeopledobadbyme,theyalwayspay.

Thisiswhyyouarehere"



"Didyoukillher?"

"Wowyouareintelligent.Ithoughtitwasgoing

totakeforevertofigureitoutbutwell,I

underestimatedyou"

"Youaresick!Youneedhelp"

"Thatbitchdidnotonlycheatonmebutshe

wasstealingfrom metoobuttheworstpart

wasshewentontogetpregnantwiththat

niggasbabyandtriedtopinitonme.shethinks

I'm stupid"

"Soyoukilledher!Whywaittillshewasseven

monthspregnant?"



"Wellsomebodyhadtopayforhermurderand

youseemedlikeaperfectcandidate.Thiswas

plannedandI'm thankfulforyourmom who

wascooperativewhenIofferedhermoneyto

helpmeout.Youwouldbesuprisedastohow

manypeoplehatesyououtthere"

"Whydidyoukillherthough.Youcouldhave

justlethergotoraiseherbabywithherman

andlifegoeson"

"Firstlyshehadtodiesoyoucanspendyears

inprisonandsecondlysheknewalotaboutme

andshewasthreateningmewithit.Sheforced

metostayinarelationshipwithherbecauseof

whatsheknows.Anywaysalliswell.Herdeath

wasn'tinvain.Iactuallywantedhertodiebeing

pregnantbecauseeverybodythoughtthebaby

wasmineandpeoplecan'tstopsympathizing



withmesince.Missionaccomplished"

Hegotupandleft

Rayisananimal!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

CHAPTER51

Aiden'sPOV

"Areyouok?"Adrianbroughtmebacktoreality.

IhadgonebackhomeafterseeingZenia.I

neededsomepeaceofmindandhomeseemed

tobeagoodideaatthemoment.

"I'm notfine.Howcanyouevenasksucha

question?"Isaidnotlookinghisway.



"I'm sorryaboutwhathappenedtoZenia.I'm

evensorryIcouldn'tattendhertrial.It'sso

unfortunatewhathappenedtoher"

"It'sok.IfeelmoreuselessknowingthatIcan't

helpheroutofthis"

"Don'tbetoohardonyourselfAiden,comeon!"

"Ihaveto.Zeniaprobablydatedmebecause

shethoughtIwasthistoughguywhoshecan

alwayscounton.ButyouandIknowthatI'm far

from that.IfoundherdatingRayandtheway

shetalkedabouthim,youcouldtellsheloved

powerfulmen.Ihavesincepresentedmyselfas

thispowerfulguywhomakesthingshappen

whileinfactIm notthat.Ihavejustbeentrying



tobeRayandIcanneverbehim."

"Rayasintheguywhosefatherkilledmylil

sister?What'shappeninghere?Ithoughtshe

wasframedbysomerandom guycalledRay"

"Yeahhim.ImetZeniathetimeIwentonto

pretendtobeanauditorinhiscompanywheni

wantedtokillhisfather.Shecamethisother

dayandIsawhergoingtohisoffice.Ilikedher

themomentIsawherwalkin.Nolie.Therewas

justsomethingaboutherthatintriguedme.She

wenttohisofficeandIheardnoisesthatjust

confirmedthattheyweredatingorfucking.Ray

hadthistendencyofbringingdifferentgirlsto

hisofficeforafuck,soIthoughtshewasjust

casual.Apartofmefeltlikeshedeserved

betterbutwhenIfinallygotclosetoherI

realisedthattheirrelationshipwaskinda



serious.Unlikewiththeothergirls,hewas

seriousabouther."

"ThisismessedupAiden.Wasn'tthere

someoneelseyoucouldfallinlovewith.Doyou

evenloveZenia?"

"Canwenottalkaboutloverightnow?'

"Haveyouevertoldheryouloveher?Haveyou

evertoldsomeonethe'L'word?"

"DoIhaveto?IlikeZenia.Let'sleaveitatthat?"

"Fine!TellmehowyoustarteddatingZee"

"Westartedhavingsex!"



"Waitwhat?WhileshewasstillwithRay?"

"Yes!"

"Soyoudidittospitehim"

"IdiditcozIlikeher.Nothingelse.Tocutthe

storyshort,SheleftRayatsomepointandwe

becamestrongerthanevereventhoughwehad

ourproblems."

"Ithoughtwewerejustgoingtomoveonsince

hisfatherdiedandyaallgottherevengeyou

wanted.Butclearlyweareonsomelove

trianglethatwillforeverkeeptheRandima'sin

ourlives.Dadwon'tlikethis"



"Thishasnothingtodowithdad.Can'tIlivemy

lifeinpeace"

"Peace?Doyoueverseepeaceoutofthis.Ya

allwillforeveruseZeniatosettleyourscores

now.Poorgirlisbehindbarsbecauseofyou

two!"

"IfeelbadthatIcan'ttakeheroutofthismess.

IfeelreallyhopelessthatIdon'tevenwantto

faceHer.AllthistimeIhavebeenactinglikea

supermanbutnowherecomesarealchallenge

andIjustfeelweak!"

"Thisistoughhey....perhapsifyoudidn't

pretendtobeatoughdruglordinthebeginning

likedadthenshewouldn'tbeexpectingyouto



getheroutofthismess.Sheprobablysaw

thosetattoosandthoughtyouareabadass.

Poorgirl.Youcouldhavejusttoldheryouarea

spoiltbratwhoisinstafamous...notforgetting

YouTubefamous.Imeanwhatyouhavebeen

doingallyourlifehasbeentravelingtheworld

andtakingcrazyvideos.Whatdoyouknow

aboutdrugs?"

"I'm notaspoiltbrat"

"Yeahright,whatevermakesyousleepbetterat

nightbro"

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwerecoming.Iwas

goingtomakeyouyourfavouritemeal"my

mothersaidassheenteredholdingsome

shoppingbags.ShewaswithmysisterNadia.



"I'm finema.Idon'tneedyoutocookforme

anymore.I'm toooldforthat!"

"Nonsense.Howcanyoubetoooldforyour

mother'scooking.Isthatwhatyourgirlfriend

toldyou.Iheardshehasbeensentencedto15

yearsbehindbars.Iknewshewasbadnews"

"Shehasbeenframedma."Adriandefended

"Isthatwhatyourbrothertoldyou?.Didhe

eventellyoushemurderedapregnantwoman

whowasdatingherex.?Youneedtostayaway

from thatgirlAiden"

Ididn'tsayanythingbecausemydadentered.

Hewasonthephonewithsomeone,talking



aboutSantiagonotwantingtotalktohim or

somethingalongthoselines.Hehungupand

cametowherewewere.

"Iseriouslycan'tbelievethatGodgavemetwo

uselesssons.Ifsomeoneisnotdating

criminalsthentheotheroneisbusydoingGod

knowswhat!"HespokeTakingaseat

Nobodysaidathing.Nadiawassoamusedon

theotherside.Icouldseewithherwidespread

smile.Shehasalwaysbeendad'sfavourite

becauseunlikemeandAdrian,shewashands

oninthisdrugbusiness.Inallhisbusinesses.

Ihaveneverhadtimetobehandsonand

AdrianwasintoFashion.Heloveddesigning

andstuff.Somethingdadalwaysdisapproved

of.Wehavealwaysdisappointedhim inour



choiceofcareers.Nobodywantedtotakeafter

him.

Mydadwasaverystrongwilledguywhodidn't

takeshitfrom anyone.Hewasbadnews.He

hasdonealotofcountlessevilshitoutthere

whileIhaven'tdonemuch.KillingMrRandima

wasgoingtobemyfirsteverassignment,ifyou

cancallitthatwhereIhadtomurderaperson.I

wasdoingitbecauseIwashurtandalsoto

proveapointtomydad.Igrewupgoingto

shootingrangessohittingatargetwasnevera

Problem,WhichiswhyIdidn'tstrugglekilling

thosetwoguyswhowantedtohijackZenia.I

feltlikeabadassthatday.

IhavebeenlivingalietryingtoimpressZenia

andrightnowithasbackfired.MaybeSantiago

woulddosomethingfast.ButIcan'tfoldmy



handsandcontinuebeinguseless.

"Ihopenobodyknowsthatyouweredatingthat

girlAiden.ThelastthingIwantistobe

connectedtothatgirl"mydadspoke.

Lookatthekettlecallingthepotblack.Mydad

wasacriminalwhojustnevergotcaught.Little

didheknowthatthesamegirlhewascallinga

criminalcouldhelphim withSantiago.

"Whenareyougoingtostartdating,Adrian?.I

haveneverseenyouwithagirlunlikeyour

brotherwhoactuallydoesdate.Hejusthavea

problem ofnotpickingtherightpeopletodate.

Whenarewemeetingyourgirlfriend?"

MydadshiftedhisfocustoAdrianandweall



lookedathim.WeallhaveneverseentheGirl

hehasbeendating.Coulditbethathewasgay?

Adrianwastoosoft,helovedfashionandweird

things.ForpeacesakeIwashopinghewasnot

becauseitwilldrivethisArabguycrazy.Dad

hatedgays.Likereallyabhorredthem.

Mydad'sphonerangandthatsavedAdrian

from answering.IdecidedtogobookaHotel

becauseIwasclearlynotgettingthepeaceof

mindIsodesired.iwastiredofhearingabout

Zeniaeverytwoseconds.

IspentthreenightsatCapetown.Igotbackto

Joziandfoundamessagefrom Zee.Shetold

mesomeonesmuggledaphoneforhersoI

couldcallheriftherewassomething.Shealso

sentamessageexplaininghowRayactually

killedKellyandthathehasbeenplanningonit



foralongtimebecauseshecheatedandthekid

wasn'thisandthathewantedtoframeZeniaall

along.

Thiswasjustfuckedup.Raywasfuckedup.I

hadtofindtheoriginaltapeandendthis

madness.IcameupwithaplanthatIwas

goingtotryanduse.

Ihadthischickwhokeptsendingmemessages

onInstagram.HernamewasMary.Shelooked

cuteandsoundedintelligent.Soshewaslike

theperfectcandidateformyplan.Imetherfor

lunchthefirsttimeandshesoundedjustright

forthejob.

ThesecondtimewemetItoldherthatIwanted

hertogetclosertosomeone.Theplanwasto

gethertodateRayorsleepwithhim.However



sheshouldmakesurethattherelationship

goesonforsometimesoheendsuptakingher

tohisplace.Sothatshecouldbeabletoplace

aspybuginhisplace.Rayloveswomen,I'm

prettysurehewasgoingtofallforhertrap.

Maybehewasgoingtotalkaboutwhathedid

orbetteryettotellhisbrotherwherethetape

wasanditwillbecaughtontape.Iwouldthen

sendsomepeopletotryandretrieveit.Ialso

askedhertolookoutforanysafethatmightbe

inhishouse.

"OkI'm in"MarysaidafterItoldherhowmuchI

wouldbepayingher.

Butthequestionwas,couldItrustthisgirl?



*****

Happyweekendeveryone.Let'smeeton

Monday!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter52

Zenia'sPOV.

2Corinthians4:8-9

Wearehardpressedoneveryside,butnot

crushed;perplexed,butnotindespair;

persecuted,butnotabandoned;struckdown,

butnotdestroyed.

_______

Theonlythingthatcanbeworsethanyour



alarm isbeingwokenupatprison.Ihatedbeing

wokenuphere.IwishIcouldjustsleepabit

longer.Youwillrealisethatfreedom isa

beautifulthingwhenyouareinprison.Hereyou

gettoldwhenit'stimetowakeup,tobath,todo

rollcall,toeatorsleep.Ihatedanythingdoneby

routine

"Thisisnotyourhouse,thisisprison"the

annoyingwardersaidtomeasshecouldseeI

hadnointentionofwakingup.Iwasluckyshe

didn'tpourmewithcoldwater.Shewascrazy

likethat.

"Morningprincess!Didyousleepwell?"Meisie

saidcomingtowhereIwas.Ididn'tsay

anything.Icouldgetahotclapforreplyingand

alsofornotreplying.Itdependsonhermood.



"Alittlebirdietoldmethatyouareactuallyrich.

Youusedtodriveoneofthebiggestcarout

thereandstayinoneoftheupscalesurbubs.

That'smeansyouhavemoneyandIwanta

pieceofwhatyouhave"

Iignoredherandcontinuedmakingmybed.

Shewaswithherthreeguardians.Ineverreally

knewtheirnames,exceptonewhopeoplelove

tocallGoliath.HerrealnamewasGinabut

everybodycalledherGoliathbecauseofher

physique.TheothertwowerenotthatbigbutI

couldn'tbeatanyofthesepeoplebecauseI

suckwhenitcomestofighting.

MeisiecontinuedtalkingabouthowIshould

giveherhalfofmyassets,butIignoredherand

walkedaway.



"Youwillregretleavingmelikethis"she

shouted.

TogetridofMeisie,Ihadtodisarm herlittle

army,startingwithGoliath.Theplanwasto

makethem believeIwasharmlesswhileItake

them downonebyone.

Thatdidn'tworkoutformeatfirstbecauseI

gotthebeatingofmylife.Iwasjustaboutto

takeashowerwhenthethreeofthem

approachedme.Meisiewasnotthere.Other

prisonersleftimmediatelywhentheysawthem

enterthebathroom.It'sliketheyknewthat

todaywasmydaytogetsomebeating.

IwasalreadynakedsoGoliathdraggedmeby



myhairandthrewmeontheground.Ifeltthe

painbutitcouldn'tcomparetotheexcruciating

painIfeltafterthat.Theystartedkickingme

everywheretheycould.Ihuddleduptryingto

hidemyfacebuttheyhadnointentionof

beatingmeontheface.Itwasjustmystomach

andtheback.Icouldn'tstanduptothisthree

people.Ican'tfightanyonetosavemylife.

Theykickedmeforwhatseemedlikeforever.I

passedoutandthenextthingIknewIwokeup

atthehospital.Aidenwassittingbesidesme.

"Hey."Hespoke.

Icouldntevenmove.Mywholebodywassore.

Tomakemattersworsemylegwaschainedto

thebed.



Thedoctortoldmetheyweresuspecting

internalbleedingsoIhadtoundergosurgery.I

hatetheatres,butIhadtodoitorelseIwould

die.

Ispentabout2weeksatthehospital.Mphoand

Aidenwouldcomeeverydaytovisit.Thiswas

theirchancetoseemeeverynowandthen.

Evengogocametoseeme.

AfterthatIwastakenbacktothecell.Oneof

thewarderwastalkingabouttransferor

somethingalongthoselines.Ididn'twanta

transfer.Meisieandhergirlsneededtobe

taughtalesson.

WhenIgotbackIfoundoutthatReewasnow



workingasanurseinprison.Thatwasgood

newstomyears.

"Hellosisternurse"IsaidtoherwhenIwentfor

mycheckup.

"HelloZenia"shewassortofsuprisedtosee

mebutIwasn't.

"IguessI'm justgoingtohealfasternowthat

youarehere"Ismiled

"OhyeahIwasluckytogetaplacementhere

forcommunityservice.Iheardyouwerebeaten

toapulp.Lifeinprisonain'teasyhuh.I'm pretty

sureyoumissthosevacationsyouusedto

take"shesaidsmiling.



"ohwell,Itakewhateverisbeingthrowntome

withopenhands.ThankstoyouandRaymond.

AnywaysI'm heretogetmywoundcleanedplus

checkup.HavingseizuresanddiabetesAinta

childplay"

"Whatseizures?Whatdiabetes?Thedoctor

neverwroteanythingaboutthat.Theonlything

yousufferedwasatraumatotheabdomenand

youunderwentsurgery.Theyneversaidyou

werebeatenonthehead.Yourwoundiseven

dry.Youjustkeeponputtingwhateveryou

puttingonthisbandagetomakeitlooklikeit's

oozing"

"Wellim tellingyouihavediabetes,seizures

andmywoundisnotok.Whoarethey?Were

theythere?WritethatIhaveseizuresasaresult

ofbeingassaultedandalsowritethediabetes.



It'sepilepsyplusdiabetes"

"Ican'tdothat"

"Ohyesyouwill.Orifyouarescaredsomeone

willseeyourhandwritingthenletmedoitfor

you"

"Icanlosemyjoboverthis"

"Youdidn'tthinkaboutthatwhenyouwere

lyingunderoathhuh?"Isaidwritingonmyfile.

"Icantelltheprisonwarder"

"Ohyeah?Tryitifyoudon'twanttoseetheend

ofthisday...anywaysthisiswhatisgoingto



happenfrom nowon.I'llcomehereformy

diabetescheckupplusthesocalledinjection

everydayinthemorning,afternoonandevening.

Thiswillbemecomingtoyoutogetproper

food.itcanbeonceinawhilebutatleast4or5

timesaweek.Ifyouareoffthenmakesureyou

giveittowhoeverisonduty."

Shefrowned"whydoyouthinkIwoulddothat"

"BecauseyouarethereasonI'm hereafterRay

paidyoutolie.PerhapsIcouldjusttellother

prisonersthatyouareasnitchandtheywill

alwaystargetyouifsomethinggoeswrong

here"

"Youareevil.



"What?Ahthisisnothing.I'm gladyougot

placedhere.Iactuallycametoaskifyoucan

checkGoliath'sfileformeanddon'ttellme

aboutpatient'sconfidentiality.Ihaveseenher

comingtothenursesroom everynowand

then."

"Iwilltellyouaboutit.Youcan'tjustcomein

hereandstartorderingmearoundjustbecause

youknowme"

"ArewegettingthefileorNah?"Isaidgoing

closertoher

Shetookoutthefile.

"shehasepilepsyandasthma.Buttheepilepsy

hasbeencontrolledforquitesometimenow"



"anyseriousallergies?"Iasked.

"Sheisallergictopenicillin"

"Givemepenicillin"

"What?Don'ttellmeyouwanttodowhatI

thinkyouwanttodo"

"Givemethedamnpillsalready"

"Fine"shehandedmeapacket.

"Ineedmore"shefrownedandhandedthem to

me.



"Pleasedocrushthem formesister"Ifakeda

smile.

"Idon'twanttobepartofthis."

"Youarealreadypartofthis...I'm hopingshe

willhaveananaphylacticshockandifthey

bringherhere.Actlikeyouarehelping,butdont

help!Letherstruggletobreathetillshedie.Act

likeyouhaveconnectedtheoxygenwhileyou

haven'torwhatever!"

Shedidn'tsayanythingmorebutIgaveherthat

look.Theonethatsaysifyoumessthisupthen

'diePoppesaldans'

Itookthepillsandwasescortedbacktothe



cells.Luckyformeitwaslunchtime.

ImixedthepillsIhadwithmysoup.Goliath

alwaystookmyfood.Itwasnowaneveryday

thingandtodaywasnoexception.Shetookthe

foodandIpretendedlikeIwassadasusual.i

watchedhereateverything.5minutesafter,

nothinghappened.Perhapstheallergywaslong

goneandthepenicillinwasjustnotgoingto

work.

ItmeansReewillhavetobringmesomesortof

apoisonbecausethiswastheonlywayIwas

goingtogetridofher.itwasbacktothe

drawingboard.

Iheardcommotioncomingfrom theotherside.

WhenIwenttocheck,Goliathwasonthe

groundstrugglingtobreath.Itdefinitelymeans

thepenicillinwasworking.



Shewasrushedtothenursesroom andIjust

stoodtheresmiling.Reebetternothelpthatgirl

orelse,hellwillbreaklose.

Afterabout20minutesofwaiting,thewarder

camebacktotellusshedidn'tmakeit.Meisie

andthecrewcouldn'tbelieveit.Itwaslikea

nightmare.Theywerecryinglikekids.

Reedidinform thewarderaboutmy

uncontrolleddiabetesandthattheyhadtokeep

aneyeonmeuntilitwascontrolled.Iwas

playingwithfireherebutIhadnothingtolose.

Meisiecouldn'tgetoverherfriend'sdeath.No

foulplaywasevensuspectedsoIthinkthat

waskillingherthemost.Shedidn'tbelievethat



herfriendcouldjustdielikethat.

Ididn'twaitforhertoheal.Istrokeagain.This

timewithhersecondminion.Iputlaxativeson

herfoodandshewasgoingtothetoiletthe

wholeday.ijustaskedoneoftheladiesdishing

uptoputalittlebitinherfood.Ican'tsayshe

wasmyfriend,buttheladywassomeoneI

hangedoutwith.WhenIcouldseethatshehad

noenergyleftinher,Iwaitedforherinthetoilet.

Shesawmebutbecausenaturewascallingshe

hadtositontheseatanddothejobanyways.

Therewasnoprivacyinprisonafterall.

Itookmywellsharpenedtoothbrush,aimedit

onherneckandstabbedherfivetimes.Itwas

sofastthatIevenfelttheadrenalinerush.



IleftherthereandquicklyworethetopthatI

tookoffbecauseIdidn'twantbloodstains.I

thentookthemurderweaponandputitunder

Meisie'spillow.Iwentbacktowheretheothers

were!

Itwasn'tlongtillthealarm rangandIknew

someonefoundher.Hopefullyshewasdead.

Therewassomeonewhosawmecomingout

from whereshewasbutthesepeopleknew

betterthantosnitch.

Theguardscameandstartedsearching

everyoneforthemurderweapon.Theywenton

tocheckourbedsandthat'swheretheyfoundit,

underMeisie'spillow.



"Ididn'tdoanything.Comeon!"Shecriedout

astheytookhertosolitaryconfinement!That's

whereIneededhertobesoIcouldfinishthe

lastgirl!

Nexttimeshewilllearnnottomesswithpeople

shedoesn'tknow.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter53

Zenia'sPOV

"youareanswer.....Andomega...Wewashing

umylon...youareweddingtobeplace."

Someannoyinggirlsangthisontopofher



lungs.IttookmeawhiletillIrealizedthatshe

wassinging"YouareAlphaandOmega

WeworshipYoumyLord

Youareworthytobepraised"

"Canyoushutupalready.Someofusaretrying

tosleep"someoneshouted.Itwasthe

remaininggirlinMeisie'ssquad.ThankGodshe

managedtoshuttheannoyingsingerup.

Peopleinprisoncangiveyouunnecessary

headaches.

WellIwasplanningonkillinghertonight.Ever

sinceMeisiewenttosolitaryconfinement,she

hasbeenactinglikeaqueenofthecastle.Busy

tellingpeoplewhattodoandwhatnottodo.I

wasluckywesharedthesamecommunalcell

sothiswasn'tgoingtobeahardtask.



EverybodywenttosleepandIwaitedforthe

chicktobesoundasleepaswell.Shehadthis

thingofsleepinglikeshewasdead,plusshe

snores.Thesnoringwasannoying.More

annoyingthanthechickwhowassingingyou

areanswerorwhateverthatisshewassaying.

Theplanwastosmotherherinhersleep.Iwas

planningtousethepillowbuttheyweretoosoft

soIoptedforaplasticIgotfrom Ree.Thatwas

nowmypartnerincrimeeventhoughshewas

indenial.

Iwentovertoheraround1am andputthe

plasticoverherheadwhileshewasbusy

snoring.Shewaslyingonhertummysothis

wasjusttheperfectpositionformetohold

ontotheplasticashardasIcan.



Shewokeuprealisingshecouldn'tbreatheno

moreandtriedtofightme.ButIwasnotgoing

togiveup,plusIwassittingontopofherback.

Iheldontotheplastictillshecouldn'tbreathe

nomore.IactuallycheckedthepulsebeforeI

lethergojusttomakesureshewasdead.Iput

herbackinanicesleepingpositionsothey

couldthinkshediedonhersleeporsomething.

Eventhoughthelightswereoff,Thegirlwho

wassingingearlieronactuallysaweverything.I

caughthertryingtoactlikeshehasbeenfast

asleep.Othersweresleeping.

Iwalkeduptoherandwhispered'sayaword

andtomorrowwewillbesinging"youare

answerandomega"inyourfuneral.

ShenoddedfearfullyandIwentbacktosleep.I



hadneatlyfoldedtheplasticIusedandputit

insidemysneakers.Wasgoingtodisposeofit

firstthinginthemorning.

Asusualwewerewokenuptogodotherollcall.

Itactuallytookthewarderssometimeto

realisethattheotherchickwasn'tup.They

immediatelytookhertotheNursesbut

everyonecouldseethatshewasdead.

Theprisonmanagerstormedinduringourroll

call,tellingusshewonttolerateherprisoners

beingmurderedlikechickens.

"Iwon'tallowthis....threemurdersinoneweek?

Itriedcoveringupforthefirstmurderbutnow

it'sclearthatthisisfoulplay.Themediaison

mynecklikevultures.Whoeverisdoingthis

betterpraywedon'tfindyoubecauseyouwill



cursethedayyouwereborn.Youwillfeelthe

heatofbeinginprisonwhileyouarealreadyin

prison.Whoeverhasinformationpleasecome

forward.Myofficewillalwaysbeopenforany

lead.Icannothaveanungovernableprison.Not

inmywatch."

Igavethosetwogirlswhosawmeinallthe

murdersawarninglook.Wewerejustgladshe

didn'tinitiatelockdown.

Allhercellmatesweretakenbacktothecellto

besearched.Ihavealreadythrownawaythe

plasticatthisstagesonothingsuspiciouswas

foundonanybody.

Thedaywentonasusual.Iwasnowtakinga

breakfrom thinkingaboutwaystokillpeople.

MeisiehadtoactuallysufferbeforeIcouldkill

her.SoIwasinnohurrytokillheranytimesoon.



Iwasbaskinginthesun,Mindingmyown

businesswhenthewardencalledme.Doesthis

meanReeorthosegirlscouldn'tkeeptheir

mouthshut?.

IwastakentosomeofficeandwhileIwas

expectingtoseetheheadoftheprison,I

actuallysawnoonethere.Butthewarder

lockedmeinandleftwithoutsayingaword.

"Suprise!"Aidenjumpedoutofthecupboard

withflowersandsomestuffinaplasticbag

"Yougavemeaheartattack.Whodoesthat?

Whyarewehere?Ithoughtmyvisitswere

depletedforthismonth"



"Thereisnothingmoneycantbuyinsouth

Africa.SeeingthatIhavebeenfailingtogetyou

outfast.Iarrangedforustospendsometime

together"hesaidbutIwasjustannoyed.

Idon'tevenknowwheretheannoyancewas

comingfrom butIwasn'tevenexcitedhedidall

these.PerhapsIhaveunderlyingproblems.I

meanIshouldbehappyright?WellofcourseI

wasn'thappythatIwasstillinhere.Ifeltlikehe

wasn'ttryinghislevelbesttogetmeout.

HecouldseeIwasn'texcitedtoseehim there

andIcouldsensedisappointmentfrom him.

Poorguywastrying,IwasjustbeingirrationalI

guess.

Westaredateachother,hiseyeswideand

unblinking,likehecouldn'tbelievethis.Tension



seemedtovibratetheair,itwasthickerthanthe

tensionatmyhousethatonetimemydad

answeredacallfrom hissidechickbutforgot

hisphonewasonbluetooth.

Tellmetoleave,Zenia,”hesaid,settingthe

flowersonthetablebesidesthechair.

Iblinked,fingerstighteningonmy

uniform....“Aiden...this—”

Grippingthearm ofthechair,heleanedoverme,

tuggingmyhandfreeandslidinghisownover

myrightbreast,cuppingit.“Tellmetoleave.”

Asoftsoundofsurpriseleftmylips,andi

instinctivelyarchedintohistouch.



Imethisgazethen,anundeniablemixtureof

lustandregret.“Stay,”Iwhispered.“Please...

stay.”

Heclosedhiseyesandgaveasmallgroan.

“Youdon’tknowhowbadIwantthis.”

Mybottom liptrembled,andwhenispoke,the

wordstumbledout.“im gladyoucame.Im glad

youdidthisforus.Imissedyou.Imissedus”

Andjustlikethat,urgencytookover.Hestared

downatmewithlustfuleyesandjerkedmy

pantsdownovermyhips.Itdidn'teventake

longsincetheywerenoteventheperfectfit.i

raisedmykneessohecouldpullthem offthe

restofthewayandtossthem tothefloor.He

madequickworkofhisownclothesandthen

stoodbeforemynude,chestheaving.“areyou



sureyouwantthis?”heaskedkissingme.

Thoughmythighstrembled,ispreadmylegs,

welcominghim insideandtherestishistory.

AfterweweredoneIactuallyrealisedhow

muchImissedhim.Iwasjustbeingstubborn

actinglikeIdidn'tneedhim nomore.

"TheplanIhadhasjustbeenonholdsinceRay

isworkingfrom overseas.Ihaven'tstopped

tryingtogetthetape.It'sjustnoteasy"

HespokeandIcouldseepoorguywastrying.

Aidendidn'treallyseem likeaconnivingtype.I

mighthavethoughthewasbutthatdidn'tseem

tobethecase.Hedefinitelynotinthesame

leagueasRayintermsofbeingheartless.Ray



wasamonster,hencehemademejumpoutof

thewindowtoaswimmingpoolonacold

morning.heisgoingtopayforthat.imagine

doingallthatforsomeoneheactuallyendedup

killing.

Wespentabouttwohoursintherebeforethere

wasaknocktellingustimewasup.

"Icanpayforustohavesometimetogether

againbutonlyifyouwantmeto.Idon'twantto

inconvenienceyouinanyway,youknow.I'm

sorryIsuprisedyoulikethistoday.Forgiveme.I

justthoughtyouwouldlikeit"

"It'sok.Wecandoitsomeothertime.Justlet

meknowbeforehand.Textorcallme"



HesaidhisgoodbyeandleftandIwentbackto

thecell.IneverrealizedhowmuchIneededsex.

Ifeltlikeanewpersonwhocouldmakesound

decisions.Iwasreadytotakeontheworld,I

meantheprison.

ThenextdayIwenttoseeRee.Ididn'treally

wantfood.Aidenbroughtmesome.Icouldn't

trustReewithherfood.Thiswomancould

poisonme.Shewascapable.Iwantedto

discusssomethingwithher.

"IheardyougiveotherprisonersthefoodIgive

you!"

"I'm allowedboo.Forgetthefood.Ihavea

proposalforyou!"



"Youhavestarted"

"Iwantyoutobringmesomedrugs.Iwantyou

tobemydrugmule.Thedemandfordrugs

surpassthesupplyinhere.Sothisismy

opportunitytomakemoneywhilekeeping

myselfbusy.Meisieisfailinginthisdepartment.

Peopleareforevercomplaining"

"Iam notgoingtobeyourmule.Overmydead

body"

"Ohyeah?Okthen.Let'sseehowthemphathi

ofthisplacewillreactwhenshehearsthatyou

wereanaccompliceingoliath'smurder.Inall

themurdersactually.Imeanyougavemethe

penicillin,laxativesandtheplasticplusIhave

youinrecording"



"What?"

"Youheardme.Goaheadandrefuseandyou

willseeyournursingcertificategoingdownthe

drain."

"Youarepathetic"

"Whatevermakesyousleepatnightboo.SoI'll

arrangewiththepersontogetyouthedrugs.

Howyoubringitinherewillbeyourcupoftea"

Shefrowned.

"Ican'tbelieveIhaveallowedyoutouseme

likethis"



Iwinkedatherandwalkedout!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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Zenia'sPOV

Yaallunderminetheimportanceofsex.Daai

Dingisaneed,finishandklaar.Haveyouever

seenpeoplebeinggrumpyfornoreason?It's

becausetheyain'tgettingnoneorwhattheyare

gettingisnotenough.It'snotamatterofjust

havingsexwhileyouain'tevengoingtoreach

orgasm.Thatiswhatmakespeoplemadthe

most.



Youwillgetintoataxiinthemorningandgreet

peoplepolitelyasperourAfricantraditionsand

someonewillreplyclearlyannoyedonsome"sit

downmama,wearelate"

Thattimeyoudon'tevenlooklikethemamathe

personiscallingyou.Thatistheresultsofnot

gettingpropersexfrom theirpartners.Ithink

peoplewhoworkforthegovernmentain't

gettingthesextheydeservebecausethat's

wheretherudepeopleare.I'm pleadingto

everyonewhohasapartnerinanygovernment

institutionstodotherightthing.Iftheyare

failingtheyneedtogetsomeonetodoitfor

them.Eventheseoneswhoworksatretail

shopsespeciallytheonesatthetills.

AnywayswhatAidendidwasactuallygoodfor

mysoulbecauseIwasgoingtoendup



murderingeveryprisonerwhoannoysme.It

wasafruitfulweekforme.Ievendecidedto

jointhedramaclubsoIcouldkeepmyselfbusy

andentertained.

ReemanagedtobringthedrugsIrequestedso

lifewasgood.Aidenendeduppayingtocome

seemeeveryweekandwewouldhaveour

steamysessioninthesameofficewewereat.

Mphocametoseeme.SoIwastakentohim at

thevisitor'shall.Icouldn'twaittotellhim about

whatAidenandIhadbeengettingupto.I

trustedhim tokeepitasecret.Hewasthat

personIcouldreallytrustwithmylife.Hehad

neverbetrayedmeandIwashopinghedoesn't.

"Icanseefrom theglowthatyouhavebeen

gettingsome"hegiggledafterItoldhim what



wasup.

IwasabouttosaysomethingwhenIwas

interruptedbyavoiceIknewsowell.

"AreyounotZenia?"Madisonasked.

"Nope.I'm nother,"

"OhmygoshNia.Whyareyouhere?What

happened?"

MadisonknewsodamnwellwhyIwashere.I

cantellyouthatshejustbookedaflightback

home,pretendedtobevisitingsomeoneinhere

whileinfactshejustwantedtoseeifIwas

reallyhere.That'sMadisonforyou.



Yaallrememberher?ThechickimetinDubai

whowasactuallymylongtimefriendatschool.

WellhereshewasannoyingmeandIwould

ratherbeswimmingwithcrocodilesrightnow.

Madisonwaspretentious.Hernamesaysitall.

Youcan'tfindsomeoneattembisaorAlexwith

suchaname.Itwasforsnobbishpeoplelike

her.

ShesatnearMpho.

"Ithoughtyouwereherevisitingsomeone"

"OhyeahtheysaidsheisnotfeelingwellsoI

willjustvisityouinstead.

"Ohwhoisshe?"Iasked



"Uhwell.Nooneserious"

shewaslying.Shewashereformeandmeonly.

"It'ssounfortunatewhathappenedtoKelly.I

heardshewaspregnantwithtwins.Thisisa

cruelworld"shespokefakingsometears.

MphoandIarejustlookingatherlike'bitch,

stop'.

Iswearifshedoesn'tstopI'llsmackherreal

goodandshewillhavesomethingrealtocry

about.Ican'tbelieveIonlyhadanacondas,

mambasandcobrasasfriends.Alltheseyears

Icouldn'tpickjustonegoodperson.Mpho

camealittlebittoolateandIwasthankfulfor



him butIhadtodealwiththesesnakesIonce

calledfriends

*******

Ray'sPOV

Iwaswokenupbyaphonecall.Itwas

Reabetswetellingmesheisonherwaytomy

place.ThisgirlwasoneofthosepeopleIslept

withbackthenandneverreallycaredwhat

happenedafter.IreachedouttoherbecauseI

knewshewastheonlyexfriendofZeewho

wouldbewillingtobetrayher.Theywereno

longerongoodtermsbutthefactthatmost

peopleknewthem asfriendsforalmostthree

yearswasgoingtomakeheracrediblewitness.

ShecamethroughformebutIdidpayhergood.



OntopofthatsheaskedifIcouldhelphergeta

placementataplaceshewanted.Luckyforme,

thewomanwhohelpedwiththeirplacements

wasmymother'sfriend.

Atfirstshewasadamant.Shewaslike"noI

can't.Thesystem won'tallowit.Wecan't

alwaysgivethesepeoplethehospitalsand

clinicstheywant.Theworstpartyouwant

prison.Wedon'tnormallytakecom-serves

there.."

ShewentonandontillIgavehersomemoney

andallwaswell.

IwasalsogladtobesendingReetoprison.She

wasgoingtobemyeyesandearstherewhenit

comestoZenia.Ifoughtagoodfightforherto

gettheprisonZeewasin.Ihadtohearwhat

shewasplanning.Idon'tknowifshewas



thinkingofkillingmeorwhat.Idon'tthinksheis

capablethough.

ReeandItriedhavingarelationshipbutitwas

notworkingout.Ididn'tfeelthisgirl.Sheonly

madememissZenia.Evenoursexlifewasso

coldbutIwantedtokeepheraroundinorderto

getalltheinformationIneededaboutZeein

prison.Ihavebeenoutsidethecountryforquite

sometimenowandIjustcamebackyesterday.

"Heyboo"Reesaidasshemadeherwaytomy

bedroom.

"Hey"

Shethrewherselfonmybedandhuggedme.

ShetriedtokissmebutIlookedtheotherway.



"Morningbreathbabe"Isaidusingitasan

excusenottokissher.

"Idon'tmind"

"WellIdo"

"Goandbrushyourteeththen.Whenlastdid

weevenspendqualitytimetogether.Areyou

nothappytoseeme?"

"Iam happy.VeryhappybutrightnowIjust

wanttoknowhowZeeisdoinginprison"

Shefrowned"ah,whydoeseverythinghastobe

aboutZee.Evenwhenyoucallyouaskme



abouther.Doyoustilllovethatgirlorwhat?"

"Nobodysaidanythingaboutlovinganyone

here.Ifyouhaveanenemyyoumustalwaysbe

uptodatewithwhattheyaredoingorplanning

toavoidbeingambushed.Youcan'tgotowar

notknowingwhatyouropponentisplanning.

Zeeusedtohangoutwiththemosthardened

criminalsoutthere.Ihavetobeworried"

"Okthewarderssaidshehadahardtimethe

firstmonthortwoofgoingtherebecausethere

wasagrouppickinguponher.Theywouldtake

herstuffandabuseher.Ieventoldyoushe

endedupbeingatthehospitalfortwoweeks

afterbeingbadlybeaten."

"ThosearethestoriesIwanttohearbuthow

aboutnow.Perhapsyoucanorganisea



meetingwiththosegirlsandpaythem more

moneytomakeherlifealivinghell.Thatway

shewillcallandbegmeforMercy"

"Wellitmightbealittlebittoolateforthat

becauseshemurderedallofthem andsentthe

leadertosolitaryconfinement"

"What?"Ilaughed."Shedidwhat.Tellmeyou

arejoking.Shedoesn'thaveitinhertodothat"

"Apparentlyshedoes."

"Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!"Ihittheheadboard

repeatedly.

ItseemedIhavecreatedamonsterinthatgirl.



Thatwasnotmyintentionatall.AllIwanted

wasforhertohumbleherselfandaskfor

forgiveness.

"Sobabe,Ihavemissedyou"Reetriedto

undressmebutIpushedheraway.

"LeaveIwanttobealone"

"What?ButRay?"

"Isaidleave"shegotup,tookherstuffandleft.

Iwokeupandtookashower,Ihadjustworn

myboxerwhenAidenbargedintomybedroom.

"Whatthefuckbro.Whatdoyouwant?Who



gaveyoupermissiontoentermyhouse"

"Igaveittomyself"

"Whatdoyouwantthen"Isaidcontinuingto

dressup.

"I'm heretofightyou.Mantoman"hesaidand

Ilaughed.

Thisguywashighondrugs,itellyou.Iwas

goingtobeathim uptillheturnsred.Hehad

nothingonme.Ihadmuscleswhileallhehad

wasarmswithTattoos.Heprobablysmoked

toomuchthathethoughthewouldcomeand

shitonmetoday.

Ifinisheddressingupandtookhim toaroom

thatwasalmostempty.Ifit'safighthewant



thenitisafighthewillget.

Heattackedfirst,hisrighthookwassofastthat

Ifelldown.Hedidn'tkickmewhileIwasdown

though,hewaitedformetogetup.Howeveran

uppercutgreetedmeandIstumbledbutIdidn't

fall.

Itriedthrowinginfewjabshereandtherebut

therewerenothingcomparedtothepunches

Aidenwasgivingme.AtthismomentIwas

hopingoneoftheguardwouldwalkinoreven

Ree.

Truthbetold,Ihaveneverbeeninaserious

fightwhereIhadtousemyhandsorlegs.I

alwaysreliedonthingstowinafight.More

oftenitwasusuallypeopletiedup.Iwasno

matchforAidenreally.Heprobablydidfighting



asasubjectatschoolbutthispuncheswere

from aprofessional.Hestartedthrowingon

somekickboxingmovesandIknewIwas

finished.Howevermypridecouldn'tallowmeto

callforhelp.

Ikeptoffallingaftereverypunchorkickor

whatever.Iwasevenbleedingfrom mymouth.I

haveneverbeenbeatenlikethismywholelife.

"ThisisforalltheshityouhaveputZenia

through,youpieceofshit"hespokestillgiving

mepuncheshereandthereandallIwastrying

todowastoshieldmyfacefrom them.Iwas

nowweak,IcouldbarelystandsoIdecidedto

playdeadhopinghewouldstopbuthedidn't.

IgotkickedwhileIwasdown.MaybeIshould

haverefusetofightwithhim andrematchthe



damnthingbutIthoughtIwasgoingtobeat

him.Theworstdecisionofmylife.

IgotfewmorekickstillIcouldn'ttakeitno

more.

Ipassedout!
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Iwokeupinahospital.Mywholebodyissore.

Rafaelsatonthebedsidebutrosewhenhesaw

meopeningmyeyes.



"Howareyoufeeling?"Heasked.Hiseyes

gluedonmyface.

"Whatkindofaquestionisthat?Im ina

Hospitalbed.Thatmeansim notfeelingwell."

Hechuckled"sorry.Wouldyoulikesomething

toeat?"

"I'm nothungry"

"Ok.Forwhatitisworth,Sorryforwhat

happenedtoyou"

"Nooneshouldknowaboutthisok.Iftheyask

atworktellthem Igotintoanaccident"



"Welltheblueeyesmightspeakadifferent

language"

"WellnooneisallowedtocomeseemetillI

fullyrecoverok"

"Coolbro.Youshouldhaveseenyourself

sleepingthere.Ithoughtyouweredead.Ihave

neverseenanyonebeatentoapulp"helaughed.

"Isthisfunnytoyou.Am Iajoketoyou?"

"Sowhodidthistoyou?"

"Ithoughtyoualreadyfigureditoutmrknowit

all"



Hechuckledagain.Iwasclearlypissedathim.

Busymakingjokesoutofmymisery.

"Wellthemaidfoundyouandcalledme.You

wereunresponsiveandtherewasnodoubtthat

somebodywonaknockoutmatch.Ijustdidn't

knowwhoitwas.Weactuallythoughtitwasa

robberygonewrongbutnothingwastaken

though.SowetookyoutothehospitalandI

wentbackhopingI'llfindsomeclues.That's

whenthemaidtoldmetherewasanannycam

thatKellywasplanningtouseforthebabyin

thatroom"

"Youmeantotellmethewholeshitwas

recorded?"



Helaughed"um yeah.Imeanthattapecansell

bruh.Plusweneedthemoney"

"Trythatifyouwanttodie.Thisisnotajoke

Rafael.Iwasjustnotready.Imeanhecaught

meoffguard.Destroythattapeandthenanny

cam"

"Nope...imightneedsomethingtocheermeup

somedaybutistillcan'tbelieveyouletZenia's

boyfriendbeatyoulikethat.Ifeltthepainon

yourbehalf"

Irolledmyeyes.Iwantedustochangethe

topicbutknowingRafael,hewilldragthisuntilI

die.Whobuysanannycam beforethebabyis

evenbornthough?.SometimesKellydid

unnecessarythingsnowIhavetosufferforthe

restofmylifebecauseofthenannycam.



"SoAidencametoaskyouforafight?.He

neveraskedaboutthetape?"

"No"

"Thatdoesn'tmeanhedoesn'twantthe

tape..youneedtobeextracarefulRaymond"

"HemighthavebeatenmeinafightbutAiden

wouldneverbeatmeinmindgames.Thatguy

isnotlikehisfather,hedoesn'tplaydirty"

"Thosepunchesseemeddirtytome"he

laughedandIignoredhim.

ThefactthatAidenneveraskedforthetapeor



triedtogetitfrom medoesn'tmeanhedoesn't

wantit.Icantellheisdesperatetogethis

girlfriendoutofjailbutitwasn'tgoingto

happenbecausehewasnevergettingthetape.

TherewasaknockandMaryentered.Ithought

itwasanurse.Sherantohugmeandstarted

sobbing.

Imetthischickonlineandsheseemedlikea

goodmatchforme.Iwasn'treallylookingfor

anyoneatthemomentbutshehasbeenthere

forme.ShewascaringandloveditwhenI

spoiledherrotten.ilovetakingcareofmy

women.

"Whoisthisnow?"Rafaelaskedbutweignored

him aswekissed.



"I'm sorryabouttheaccident.Icameassoon

asIcan?"ShesaidandRafaelshookhishead.

Probablybecausehecouldn'tbelievethatthe

chickwasbuyingtheaccidentstory.Heshould

mindhisownbusiness.

"Sorryformybehavior.I'm Mary"shesaid

givingoutherhandforahandshake.Rafael

acknowledgedit.

"Igottago.Seeyoulater"hesaidthenleft.

Istayed3daysatthehospital.Iwasswollenin

mostpartsofmybodybutthemainproblem

wastheexcruciatingpainIwasfeeling.That

guywasgoingtoregretwhathedidtome,

Zeniatoo.Sheprobablysenthim.Ihavenever



beenembarrassedlikethisbefore.

Afterbeingdischarged,Istayedhomemostof

thetime.Marywasthereforme.Ididn'ttell

ReeaboutMary.Shewasjustgoingtoblow

everythingoutofproportion.Imaynothave

likedReethatmuchbutIwantedhertokeepan

eyeonZeesoshehadtobeonmygoodside.

Theonlypersonwhowasallowedtocomesee

mewasJames.HeknewwhatAidendidtome

andhewasonmyside.Solelybecausewehave

becomeseriousbusinesspartners.

Wewantedtoexpandourdrugbusinessbutthe

problem wasSantiago.Hedidn'tapprovesome

ofourplans.Santiagoalwayswantedthings

donehiswayandthistimearounditwasn't

goingtohappen.Weweretiredofbeingbullied



byhim andifhepersistedthenwemighthave

totakehim out.

IwouldbegladtohaveSantiagooutoftheway

becauseitwillmeansthatZeniawon'thavethat

supporttohelpherbouncebackafterprison.

ThewaySantiagolovedZenia,youwouldswear

theyaresleepingtogether.Howdoyouexplain

adruglordlikehim protectingagirllikeZenia.

Shewasanormalgirlafterall.

Soonimightbethebiggestdruglordoutthere.

Watchthespace!

******

Zenia'sPOV

Aidenhasn'tseenmethisweek.Hesenta



messagesayinghewasbusyAndhecouldn't

come.Iwassousedtohavinghim seeme

everyweek.Iwasusedtoourhotsteamysex

thatwealwayshad.Itwastheonlything

keepingmesaneinthishellhole.Aslongashe

hadthemoneytopay,thewardershadno

problem withit.

Iwascalledwhilebusywiththedramateam.I

wasthinkingAidendecidedtomakeasuprise

stop.Ineededitanyways.Iwassurprisedto

seeMphothere.Itwasn'tevenvisitinghoursso

thishadtobeanemergency.

"Heyyou"IsaidasIwentclosertohim.

"What'sgoingon?"Iasked.



"Wellyoumightwanttositdownforthis"

Itookasit.

"Doyouknowsomeoneinhereordidyoupay

ordidsomeonedie"

"Wellmycousinisawardenhere.Anyways

apparentlyAidenhadbeatenRayandheended

upinthehospital"

"What?whydidn'tAidentellmethough?"

"Maybehedidn'twanttogloat"

"Howdidyoufindout?"



"WellRaygotadmittedatthehospitalI'm

workingat.IoverheardhisbrotherRafaelonthe

phonetellingsomeoneaboutit"

"Washebadlyhurt?"

"Yeahsortof.Hedeserveditbutthat'snotwhy

I'm here.Raycametoyourhouseyesterday

withsomebodyguards"

"What?Youallowedhim.Youshouldhave

calledthecops"

"What?Haveyouseenyourboyfriendina

criminalmode.Heisscary.Iwastoldnotto

move.ThoseguyshadAK-47.Iwantedtoshit

onmyself.Hewenttoyourroom andransacked



itlookingforthetitledeedandcarownership

papers"

"Didhefindthem?"

"Yeahhedid.Hesaidheisgoingtosellthe

houseandthecarsinceyousentyourboyfriend

tobeathim up"

"Whatthe....?"

Raywillregretthis.Nodoubt!

*******

SorryforgoingAWOL....beenbusy.Hope

everyoneisokandcamebacksafefrom the

longweekend.Muchlovefrom Admin!
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IwenttoseeZeniatoday.Icouldtellsomething

wasbotheringherbutshedidn'twanttotellme.

Iaskedandshesaiditwasnothing.

IwantedtotellheraboutwhatIdidtoRaybut

perhapsitwasbetterifIdidn't.

"Areyouok?"Iasked.

"Yeah"



"Areyousure?"

Shelookedoutsidethewindow,clearlyAvoiding

eyecontact.Iwenttohugherandsheburstout

crying.Ilethercrywithoutsayingathing.

"I'm tryingtobestrongbutIguessI'm human

afterall.Everythingisjustfallingapart"

Ihuggedhertighter.

"It'sstillhardformeknowingthatthefamilyI

grewupknowingwantsnothingtodowithme.."

"Itmaybepainfulnowbutsoonyouwillrealise

youdon'tneedthosepeopleinyourlife.They



havealwaysbeenparasites,suckingthelifeout

ofyou."

IsaidasIheldhertighter.

"Raymondsoldmyhouseandmycar.Mpho

saidhecameandtooktheownershippapers"

"What?When?Whydidn'tyoutellme?I'm going

toseehim afterthis"

"NoAidenpleasedon't.Lethim be.Whywasn't

Itoldthatyouwenttobeathim up.Whyarewe

keepingthingsfrom eachother?"

"I'm sorry.Iwasgoingtotellyou."

"It'sok.JustletRaybe.I'lldealwithhim whenI



getoutofhere.Ineedhim tothinkhehasthe

upperhand,I'llstrikewhenheleastexpectit."

"Areyousureyoudon'twantmetodealwith

him?"

"I'm sure.Justleaveit"

AftermeetingwithZeniaIwenttoseeMary.We

hadabreakthroughregardingthetape.

Apparentlyhehadputitinasafeatwork.The

onlywayIwasgoingtogetitwastobreakin

andaccessthesafe.Ihadguystohelpmewith

this.Ihadasafeexpertwhosaidhecould

breakintothesafe.Theothertwoguyswere

justgoingtobeonthelookout.

Marytookapicofthesafesowecouldknow



thetypeweweredealingwith.Iaskedherto

checkhowthesecuritiesworkedorchanged

shifts.Rayhadatendencyofworkinglateat

nightandMarywouldbearoundhim atthat

timetoactuallycheckhoweverythingwasdone

atnight.

Thedaycameandeverythingwentaccordingto

plan.Thereweretwosecuritiesworkingthe

shift.Around8pm theyalwaysorderedsome

food.IhadaguyactingasaDeliveryperson.

Hehadputlorazepam intheirfood.Wejust

waitedforanhourtilltheypassedout.The

doseWasmorethanenoughtosleepforquite

someTime.MarywaskeepingRaybusyso

therewasnowayshewascomingintoday.he

seemedtolikethechick.

Everythingwentwell.Wemanagedtoopenthe



safeandtakethetape.Wemadeacopy.Ididn't

wanthim toseethatitwasgone.Iwantedhim

tobelieveIhaven'tgotholdofitwhileinfactI

have.ThereweremapsthatIbeliEvewereroute

totransportdrugs.ItookpicturesbecauseI

wasn'tsureofwhatwasgoingon.Theymight

becomehandyatsomepoint.

Afterthatweleftlikewewereneverthere.

Therewasnotracethatwewerethere.Weeven

tookcareoftheCCTV.

Isentittozenia'slawyerwhenIgothome.

*****

Zenia'sPOV



Ihavebeenhavingoneofthosedays.Theone

we'reyoufeellikeeverythingisinvain.Ihadno

intentionofdoinganythingatall.

AidencametoseemeandeventhoughIdidn't

wanttotellhim aboutthehouseandthecar.I

endeduptellinghim.Ididn'twanthim togo

attackRayagainsoIaskedhim notto.Iwas

goingtodealwithhim inmyowntime.

Myphonerang.ItwasSantiago.

Santiago:heyprincess

Zenia:hello

Santiago:howareyouholdingup!



Zenia:great,iguess

Santiago:yourememberthedruglabItookyou

toinMexico?

Zenia:yes.Whataboutit.

Santiago:don'ttellanyoneaboutit.Itcouldbe

yourloverorfriend.Eveniftheyhaveagunto

yourhead.Don'ttellthem.

Zenia:what'sgoingonhere

Santiago:Isenseahostiletakeovercoming

from theseguysIhavebeenworkingwith.

Jamesincluded.itcouldhappenanytime.



Zenia:youaremorepowerfulthanthoseguys.

Santiagoyouareuntouchable.

Santiago:therealwayscomesatimewhereyou

takeabackseatandseehoweverythingwill

playout.Myhandsaretiedatthemoment.Idid

tellyouthatI'm underinvestigationandthat

meansIhadcuttieswithsomeofmycontacts

thatactuallyhelpmefightthis

.Despiteallthese,Iguessit'stimeItakea

break.Awelldeservedbreak.

Zenia:soyoujustgoingtoallowJamesandthe

otherguystotakeawaywhatisyours.

Santiago:it'snotthat



Zenia:whatisitthen?Didtheykidnapyour

familyandtheyarenowforcingyoutogiveup

everything?Somethingisupandyouarenot

tellingmehere.

Santiago:Don'tworryyourselfdearchild.Iknow

youwillbeoutofjailsoonsotakecareof

yourself.I'm currentlynotallowedtotravelbut

assoonasIam,I'm comingtoseeyou.We

needtohaveaserioustalk.Oryoucancome

seemeonceyouareout.

Zenia:okcool.I'llcomeassoonasIgetout.

Santiago:tomorrowismybirthday.I'm havinga

party.Iwishedyouwereheretocelebratewith

me.



Zenia:I'm sureyouwillhaveagreatone.Take

picturesforme.

Santiago:I'llvideocallyoutomorrowbeforethe

party.

Zenia:cool

ThenextdayIwokeupandsentSantiagoa

birthdaymessage.hehasalwaysbeenlikea

fatherfiguretome.

Ididtellhim thathecouldvideocallmebuthe

neverdid..neitherdidheacknowledgemy

message.

IwasabouttosleepwhenIreceivedacallfrom

Aiden.



Aiden:heysexy.

Zenia:heyyou

Aiden:Ihavegotgoodnews!

Zenia:I'm listening

Aiden:Igotthetape!

Zenia:what?Areyousure?

Aiden:positivelysure.Ialreadymadecopies.I

evensentittothelawyers.



Zenia:that'sgreat.Thanksbabe

Thanksalot.

Aiden:anythingforyou

Zenia:sowhat'sgoingtohappenfrom nowon.

Aiden:wellthelawyertalkedaboutaretrial.So

weneedtoWaitforhim

Zenia:cantheyjustdropthechargesor

something.

Aiden:Thetapealonedoesn'tacquitYou

apparently,butIknowyouaregettingout.I'll

makesureofit.



Zenia:okthenI'llhearfrom you.

Aiden:wellIjustgotacallthatSantiagowas

assassinatedtodayduringhisbirthday

celebration

Zenia:tellmeyouarelying

Aiden:I'm not,unfortunately.I'm reallysorry.He

Wastakentothehospitalbutdidn'tmakeit.

Ohcrap!
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Zenia'sPOV

Iwokeupsad.ihadnointentionsofdoing

anythingatall.Letalonetakingabath.iwas

hopingI'llgetaphonecallfrom Santiagotelling

methateverythinghasbeenaprankandheis

stillalive.InsteadIwokeuptohisdeathallover

socialmedia.Sincehewasawellknowncrime

lord,itwasgiventhathisdeathwouldmake

headlines.alotofpeoplewerecelebratinghis

death.

Theprisonwardershavebeentreatingmelikea

queeneversinceAidenstartedpayingthem

money.Moneyispowerful,Itellyou.Whenthey

foundoutthatIwasclosetoSantiagothey

gavemeallthetimeIneededtomoparound

andmournforhisdeath.ThismeansthatIwas

notalloweddotochoresormostpartsofthe



routine.IwasallowedtogotakeabathwhenI

feltlikeit.

HisdeathhitmeharderthanIexpected.Hewas

definitelytheguyIexpectedtohelpmerise

aftermyjailtime.Iwasn'tevenconcerned

aboutthetapealthoughAidenupdatedme

aboutthewayforwardeverychancehegot.I

wasgoingtohavearetrialsinceitwasargued

thatthetapealonedoesn'tacquitmeofthe

crime.

AlotwashappeningatthesametimeandIwas

overwhelmed.IwatchedSantiago'sfuneral

servicesonYouTube.Someonewasstreaming

itlive.GuzmanandAngelwerethere.Wonders

shallneverend.

MytrialcameandIdidn'tcareatall.Aidenwas



actuallytheonlypersonwhowashopefulthatI

wasgoingout.Thestatelawyerdidn'tmakeit

easiereither.Raywasnotthere.Apparentlyhe

wasatabusinessmeetinginchina.AtleastI

didn'thavetoseethatstupidfaceofhis.The

anglethattheCCTVwastakenactuallyjust

showedthecarspeedinginandnotfiringthe

shots.itfeltlikeIwasinsquareone.Oneofthe

witnesswholiedthefirsttimewasstillthere,

stilllying.

Hewasmakingitharderformenottoputhim

onmyhitlist.Hewasannoying.Ididn'tsee

Aidentheseconddayofthetrial.Hedidn'ttell

meanything,perhapshealreadyknewthatI

wasgoingbacktojail.Thiswasactuallythe

wasteoftime.Thecasewasalmostconcluded

andonceagainthatstupidlawyercouldn't

provethatitwasn'tmewhodidn'tpullthe

trigger.



Thelawyerswereabouttosaytheirclosing

statementswhenAidenbargedinandrantothe

stupidlawyerwhoIshouldkillaswell.Hegave

him whatlookslikeatape.Hetriedtellingthe

judgethatnewevidencehasbeenbrought

forward.Theotherlawyerdidn'twanttohear

anyofit.Hearguedthattherewasnotimefor

newevidencesincewehavefailedtobringit

forthallalong.Thejudgegrantedit.

ThetapewasplayedandIwasthinkingitwas

Rayadmittingtoframingmeorsomething.It

wasactuallyaCCTVtakenfrom theother

housethatactuallyshowedmegoinginsidethe

carandtheothercarcomingthrough,aswell

astheshotsbeingfired.Therewasnoother

explainationneededafterthat.ItwasclearI

wasn'ttheonewhoshotKelly.Iwasacquitted

andcourtwasdismissed.



Ikneltdownandcriedlikeababy.Aidencame

andhuggedme.MphoandAdriancameand

huggedmeontop.Afterthattheyallowedmy

grandmotherchancetoembraceme.Iwasstill

crying.Margaretandmybrotherdidn'tattend.

Reewasn'teventheretoo.NotthatIwanted

them to.

AidentookmetohisplaceandIhadabath.

Aftertakingabathwedrovetochickenlicken.I

wascravingforthosewings.

WewerenowbackinhishousewatchingTV.

"ImaynothavetoldyouthisbutIhadlostall

hopethatIwouldevergetout.Ijustdidn'twant

tosoundpessimisticbutRayplannedthisso



well.Hereallygotme"

"Iknow.AndIhavealwaysbeenhopeful.I

realizedthatthetapealonewasn'tgoingtoget

yououthenceIhadtogobackandcheckif

therewasn'tanyfrom theotherhousesthat

couldhelp.Theownergavemeahardtime.I

hadtoactuallystealit"

"I'm gratefulforallthatyouhavedone.i

wouldn'thavedoneitwithoutyou.Iwouldstill

beinjail"Ikissedhim.

Thefirstfewweekswerethehardest.Ihad

troublesleeping.Ihadnightmaresactually.

Iwouldstillhearthejaildoorsclosinginmy

sleep.Aidenwouldwakemeupatnight

becauseapparentlyIhavebeenscreaming.The



beatingIsufferedbecauseofthosegirlsstill

hauntmetothisday.Imaynothavewantto

admititbutitwasoneofthemostpainfulthing

Isufferedinjail.

"Maybeyouneedtoseeapychologistbabe."

Aidenspokeashesatonthebed.Hetookmy

handsintohis.

"I'llbefine"

"Iknowyouareastrongwomanandeverything

butIwantyoutoseeaprofessional.Please"

Iendedupagreeingtogocounseling.The

counselingwasn'tgoingtohelpmechangemy

mindincomingafterRay.Iwasgoingtoteach

him alessonortwo.withmymotherandbrother,



naturewasgoingtotakeitscourse.

MphoandAdrianorganisedawelcomeback

partyforme.Itwasme,Adrian,Aiden,Mpho

andsomepeopleIdidn'tknow.Theywere

Mpho'sgayfriends.Ididn'tmindthem being

there.ItwasactuallycuteandIwasgreatfulfor

them.MoreandmorepeoplethatIdidn'tknow

came.

AidensneakedoutwithmewithoutAdrianand

Mphorealisingit.WedrovetoNorthcliffhilland

sattheretalkingaboutsweetnothings.Aiden

pulledoutweed.

"Whatthe....?"

"Let'sjustbecrazytoday.Don'tyoumissdoing



crazyshit.It'sgoingtobefun"

"Ok"wesmokedthejointtillwewerehigh,went

backtothecarandhadsexlisteningto

Nigeriansongs.Itwasagoodfeeling,I'm not

goingtolie.Mademefeelalive.Wewere

basicallyjustlaughingatfliespassingandour

ownlamejokes.

"Doyouplantogoafteryourmom afterwhat

shedid?"

"No.Theuniversewillsortherout"Isaidand

webothlaughed.Notthatitwasfunny.The

combinationofalcoholanddaggawasdoing

wonders.

Whenwegotbacktotheparty,Mphoand



Adrianwerenowheretobefound.Idon'tknow

ifIwasseeingthingsbutitlookedlikethetwo

hadathinggoingon.Icouldseeitalthough

theywerehidingitfrom us.Aidendidn'tseem

tohavenoticedithenceIkeptmymouthshut.

Adrian'sfatherlookedlikeaguywhowouldgo

crazyifheeverfindsouthissonwasgay.He

wouldgoGangnam styleonhim.Thatfamily

wascrazy.Anywaysmindingmyownbusiness

wasmynewmotto.

Mydrugsupplyhasbeencutoff,Ihadnothing

tomynamethankstoRay.Jameswasntgoing

toworkwithmenowthathewasbestieswith

Ray.Iwasstillfixingmycommunityservice

issuesontheotherside.Iwantedtogobackto

work,otherwiseIwasgoingtogomadsittingat

homedoingnothing.Iwouldratherhave



patientscomplainnonstopthansitdownand

donothing.

Icouldn'tdomuchregardingSantiago'sdeath,I

hadtowaitandassessthesituation.Iwasn't

evensureofthelabsthatJameshadaccessto.

IneededtodomyhomeworkorelseIwillloseit

all.It'salwaysgoodtoletyourenemythinkthey

haveitallincontrolandyoustrikewhilethey

leastexpectit.

Ihadtodosomethingwiththewitnessesthat

talkedshitaboutme.Thetwoneighbours

whom I'm prettysureRaypaidtosayshitabout

me.IwasgoingtodealwiththepeopleIknow

lateron.SinceIcouldn'treallykillthem,I

decidedtogetpeopletostealeverysinglething

intheirhouses.Thatincludedthedogsand

theircats.TheseguysIhiredwenttherewith



twotrucksforeachhouse,toldthemaidsthey

havebeensentandtookeverythingincluding

theirCCTVcameras.Tgeycleanedthehouses

out.Theothermaidwantedtocallherbossbut

theyhadtotieherup.

Wesoldthestuffandgavethemoneytocharity.

Ihopetheylearnttheirlesson.Iactuallysaw

them onTVnewslamentinganditwasactually

afunnythingtowatch.TheyshouldthankGodI

didn'tharm them!.

IheardRaywascomingbacktodaysoIdecided

topayhim avisit.ApparentlyhehadnoideaI

wasout.Iwonderwhatisitthathewasbusy

withthatmadehim cutcommunicationwiththe

restoftheworld.Anywaysitwasnoneofmy

business.Ijustwantedtoseehim andsayhi.



"AndthenWena,didyourunawayfrom jailor

what?"Heaskedwhenhesawmestanding

outsidehisdriveway.

"Maybe"

Helaughed."RafaeltoldmethisandIthought

hewasjoking.YouknowIhadalotofbusiness

dealsgoingon,soyeah"

Heactuallydidn'tevenseem fazedthathewas

seeingmethere.

"IactuallyhaveabusinessmeetingI'm goingto

attend.Ifyouhavesomethingtotellme,you

cantellmeonmywaythereorforeverholdyour

peace"



Icouldn'tbelievethisguy.Thearrogancewas

nowona100.IgotinsidehisLamborghinithat

lookednew.Therewererumoursgoingaround

thatheboughtaprivatejetaswell.Ididn't

believeitthough.Hewasn'tthatrichtoafford

suchathing.

ButIsawit.Wegottotheprivateairportand

thereitwas.Itlookednew.Thisfuckerreallydid

buythejet.It'sprobablySantiago'smoney.He

gotoutspeakingonhisphone.Hewasactually

onhisphonethroughoutthewholetrip.

"Ohitdoesn'tseem likeyouhaveanythingto

saytomeboo

Ihaveonly10minutesbeforeIboardthis

lovelyjetofminesoifyouhavenothingtosay

youcanleave"hesaidthenwentbackto

shoutingatwhoeverhewastalkingtoonthe



phone.Hewasactuallygoingupanddown.

Thetimewasnowornever.Thepilotsandthe

twohostesswereinsidethejet,doingtheprep

andstuff.

Itookoutmy2ltrofpetrolbottlethatIhadput

nicelyinabagIhavebeenholdingallalong.I

poureditontopandinsidetheLamborghiniand

allthewaytothejet,focusingmoreonits

engine.Raywasbusyshoutingonthephoneto

actuallynoticeit.

Myinitialplanwastotorchhiscarsthathe

alwaysparkonthedrivewaybutuponrealising

thatthejetstorymightbetruethenIdecidedto

torchit.ThebagIhadthepetrolindidn'tlook

suspiciousatall.



IwentinandtoldthecrewthatsirRaysaidthey

mustgetoutandgoawayasfastastheycould.

Theyobligedandleft.Probablybecauseifyou

don'tlistentowhatRaysays,heshoutsatyou

likeyouarea5yearstoddler.

"Whatthefuckisgoingonhere?"Heasked

probablyseeingwhatwasgoingon.

Iwavedthelighterintheair.

"Bitchwhatisthat...whyismycardrippingwith

petrol"

Ishruggedandstartedwalkingaway.WellIwas

justtryingtomakethisdramaticasmuchasI

could.



"Pleasedon'tdothat"hebeggedbutIthrewthe

lighterasIwalkedaway.Ididn'tevencheck

whereIwasthrowingitbutIknewitwasgoing

straighttowhereIwanteditto.Iwasgoodat

aiming.Icoulddoitinmysleep.Iam that

missingpieceinBafanaBafana'steam thatcan

actuallymakethem score.

IkeptonwalkingwithoutlookingbackandI

wasstartingtothinkthattherewasnotgoingto

beanexplosionwhatsoever.Iwasabitfarfrom

itwhenIheard"Boom".

TheblastwavealmostmademefallbutIwas

alreadyabitfar.IwishIcouldsaythesame

withRaybuttheniggafell.Ihopehehurtthat

stupidheadofhis!



AnywaysthiswastheintroductionthatIwas

comingforhim andeverythingthatwashis!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter58
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Missionaccomplished!

YoushouldhaveseenRaymondaftertheblast

wentoff.Hecouldn'tbelieveit.Ilookedathim

sprawledonthegroundandwalkedaway

laughing.Itwasafunnythingtowatch.

Igotmyselfsomechickenlickenwingsanda

bottleofwine.Ihadathingforthewings.Even



thoughtheyremindedmeofthetimeIfound

ThabisowiththatyellowbonechickinhisGTI.

It'sjustsomethingIrememberandalways

laughabout.ImagineifIhadstuckaround.My

lifewouldhavebeenonehellofaboringlife.

Thatlowlifeneverceasetoinboxmeaskingfor

lovebacklikeweareteenagers,EvenwhenI

wasinjail.Talkaboutnevergivingup.

Igothome,tookabath,playedsomeloud

musicandhadacelebratorylunchwithmy

wingsandwine.

"Whywasn'tinvited?"Aidensaidashefound

mehavingablastonmyown.

"Ohwell,nexttime"



"What'stheoccasion.Didyouhearaboutwhat

happenedtoRay'snewjet.Thatisoneofthe

mostexpensivejetsoutthere.Ifeelsorryfor

him"

"Ohgojointhepitypartythen.AnywaysImight

haveblasteditup"

"What?"

"Yeah.Ididanditfeelsabsolutelyamazing"

"Wait.YoutorcheduphisLamborghiniandajet

.Didheseeyou?"

"Yeshedid"



"HewillgetyouarrestedZenia.Howcouldyou

dosomethinglikethat?"

"Don'tbeweakAiden.Don'tbe"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Iwenttoopen

andtherestoodtwopolicemen.oneofthem

wastheguywhoarrestedmeattheairport.

Theyweretheretotakemeforquestioningat

thestation.Ididn'trefuse.

Whenwegotthere,Iwastakentothe

interrogationroom andIrefusedanyknowledge

ofhavinganythingtodowiththearsoncharges

theywereaskingmeabout.Raylaidcharges

andtheonlyevidencewasthathesawmedoit.



"Don'tyouseethatthisguyisobsessedwith

me.ImeanheframedmeforamurderIdidn't

doandactuallywenttojailforit.Nowheis

doingitagainandyouguysareplayingalong.I

haveeveryrighttosuethestatefortheordeal

thathappenedtomeandyaallwillbeaffected.

YoumightevenloseyourjobsbecauseI

actuallythinkyouguysareonhispayroll.you

aredefinitelyworkingforhim"

"Wearesorryforwhathappenedtoyoubutwe

werejustdoingourjobmam"

"Ohreally..youshouldbeouttherefinding

Kelly'sactualkillersbutyouarestillonmyass

overhearsaysbythatunstableperson.IfIwas

you,Iwouldbefillingform 4formentalhealth

careusersandsendingthatpersontomental

institutionbecausewebothknowsomething



ain'trightinbetweenhisbraincells."

Thequestioningwentonandonbuttheyhad

noenoughevidencetodetainme.Rayactedon

emotionsandI'm sureheknewthatwasn'teven

enoughtoputmebehindbars.Theyeven

questionedmeaboutthestuffthatgotstolen.

ApparentlyIwasthesuspect.Butnoevidence

wastheretopinitallonme.Iwalkedoutofthe

stationsmilingeartoear.

IfoundAidensittingwatchingTV.Thestrange

thingwastheTVwasn'ton.ImeanIleftthis

personinagoodmoodandnowheseemedlike

adifferentperson.

"What'sgoingon"



"Jameshadcutallthedrugsupplyformy

father"

"What?Isthisbecauseyouareassociatedwith

me?"

"Yes.Hetoldhim straightinthefacewhyhe

won'tbedoingbusinesswithhim nomoreand

mydadwashere.Hewantsmetocuttieswith

you"

"ThishasRaywrittenalloverhim"

"MydadhaslostclientsandnowI'm theoneto

blame"

"Doyouwantmeoutofthehouse.Doyou



actuallywanttocuttieswithmetosavehis

business.ImeanIwouldunderstand"

"Ineversaidthat.I'm prettysurewewillfinda

way."

"Areyousure?"

"Lookbabe.Ithinkit'shightimemydad

businessgrowsanditwon'tifheisstillworking

withthatgreedyman.Heisgoingtohateme

andprobablynotwanttoseemeandallthat

becauseofyoubutitdoesn'tmatter.Hewill

thankmeonthelongrun.Ibelieveinyou.I

believeinus.Imaynotcurrentlyhavetheballs

youpossessbutIseegreatthingscoming

somehow"



"Thanksforthat.I'llensureyourfathergets

somedrugsinthemeantime."

"Howareyougoingtodothat.?'

"Idon'tknow.Illfindaway.Trustme"

********

Raymond'sPOV

IsawmylifeFlashbeforemyowneyes.You

woulddotooifsomeonetorchyourbrandnew

jetwithaLamborghini.Imayhavedatedcrazy

peoplebeforebutZeniawasthecraziest.Who

thehelldidshethinkshewastojustdo

somethinglikethis.Sheknowsverywellthat



owningajetdoesn'tcomeeasy.Letalone

owningtheoneIhad.IfeltlikeIwashavinga

heartattackwhenitallhappened.

Sheblastedmystuffandwalkedawaylikeit

wasanormalthingtoDo.whenthefirefighters

came,everythingwasgone.Therewasjust

ashes.Theycouldn'trecoveranything.Thelast

timeIfeltpainofthismagnitudewaswhenmy

daddied.Thiswasunexpectedandthat'swhat

madeitevenmorepainful.Ihaveneverinmy

wildestdreamsthoughtshecoulddo

somethinglikethis.IguessIunderestimated

her.

Iwenthomeeventhoughthefirefighters

insistedIhadtogotothehospitalforsome

checkup.Ihadnotimeforthat.

Rafaelcameassoonasheheardwhat



happened.

"What'sgoingon.Iheardabouttheaccidenton

thenews.Whathappened"

"Whatdidtheysay"

"Thatyourjetandcarblewupandthereweren't

sosureofwhatcausedtheblastthankGod

nobodywashurt"

"Zeniadidthis"

"What?Areyousure?"

"YesRafael,bythetimeIsawwhatshewas

doing,shehadalreadysentthecrew outand



wasalmostdonepouringthepetrolalloverthe

carandthesomepartsofthejet"

"Youmeantotellmeshetorchedthejet?How

couldyouallowher"

"Whattypeofastupidquestionisthat.DidI

allowher?WhatelsewasIsupposedtodo?

Thelighterwasinherhand.icouldn'thave

wrestledherforit.Itallhappenedsofast.You

knowwhat,itdoesn'tmatter.Ithappenedand

shemustlearnalesson"

"Theonlymistakeyoudidwastoallowthatgirl

tocomeoutofthatjail"

"OhsoIallowedher.Allthesetimeyouhave

beenactinglikeyouwereonherside.Allyou



everdoistotellmewhatIshouldhaveor

shouldn'thavedone.Ifyouhaveactually

workedwithmeonthisfrom thegetgothen

perhapswewouldn'tbehavingthis

conversationrightnow"

"WellIdon'tagreewithmostofthethingsyou

didbutwhatI'm tryingtoshowyouisthatyou

tookaninnocentgirlandmadeamonsterout

ofher.Thenyouexpecteverythingtobenormal

whenshegetsherfreedom.Idon'tthinkso.To

makethingsworseshewasunderSantiago's

wing.Santiagodoesn'traisecowardsandyou

knowit.WebothknowthestorybehindJames

butlookathim now"

"WellshithasalreadyhappenedandrightnowI

needawaytocontainthischickbeforeshe

causemorehavoc"



"Perhapsyouneedtoreuniteherwithher

familysinceyouaretheonewhobrokeitapart.

Imeanthosewerethepeopleshedeeplycared

forandwouldcrossriversfor.Lookatallthat

shedidforherbrother.Shelovedthem so

muchandyettheyrejectedher.Isawthepain

inhereyeswhenhermotherwastestifying

againstherthatday.Itwasunbearable."

"Whatam Isupposedtodonow.Apologizefor

whatIdidtothem?DoyouthinkIm thatweak

though"

"IneversaidyouareweakRaymond.Butwhat

I'm sayingisifyouactuallygivehersomething

thatshecaresaboutthenshemightnotactlike

this.Rightnowshehasnothingtoloseandshe

willdoasshepleaseforaslongasitgivesher



satisfaction.Iheardthetwoguysyoupaidas

thewitnessesgotrobbedofeverythingintheir

houses"

"What?"

"Yesyouheardme.Shewentafterthem butwe

thankGodshedidn'tkillthem.Wedon'tknow

whatsheisplanningforReeorhermotheror

brotheroryou.Clearlyshehadallthetimeto

planonhowshewasgoingtoavengeatjail"

"Ahhhhhhhh"Iscreamed.

AweekwentbyandZeniawasn'tevenarrested

afterthearsonchargesIpressed.Apparently

whatItoldthem wasn'tenoughtodetainher.I

askedthecrewtotellthem whattheysaw.But



theyalltoldme,theydidn'treallyseeherface

anddidn'tevenseewhathappenedbecause

aftershetoldthem togofarawayfrom thejet,

theydidjustthat.Theyevenrefusedtobe

bribed.Nooneelsesawhersoitwasmyword

againsthers.SobasicallyshewalkedScottfree.

WellIsatdownwithJamesandtriedtofinda

waytodealwithhersowedecidedtouse

Aiden'sfather.Cuttingbusinesswithhim meant

hewasgoingtomakesurehissonstaysaway

from thecauseofitall.MrKhanwasoneof

thosepeoplethatalwaysgetwhattheywanted.

Ihaveseenitallthroughthefeudhehadwith

myfather.

Wellitmightnothaveworkedbecausethe

lovebirdsdidn'tbreakup.Itwasgoingto

happeneventually.Icouldn'twatchAidenhave



Zee.Nope.Ithadtocometoanend.

It'sbeentwoweekssinceeverythinghas

happenedandIwasmakingpeacewiththefact

thatmyjetwasgoneandImightnotbehaving

anewoneanytimesoon.Theinsurance

companywastellingmestories.JamesandI

havegainedcontrolofSantiago'sdruglabsbut

itseemeditwasn'tallofthem.Especiallythe

onesthatmadealotofmoney.Wemighthave

doneourhomeworkbutweprobablydidn'tdoit

well.

Weneededtofindtherest.ThatwayIcouldget

myselfanewjet,betterthanthefirstone.

Iwasinmyofficewhenmyphonerang.Itwasa

guywhoworkedformewhowasbasedin

Capetown.



Ray:Ihopethepackagearrivedbynow!

MrP:nosirthat'swhyI'm callingyou.

Ray:what'stheholdup.theclientswon'tlikethis.

YouknowIhateitwhenthingsdon'tget

deliveredintime.

MrP:Ijustfoundoutthedrugsdidcometo

Capetownbuttheywentsomewhereelse.

Ray:howisthatpossible?

MrP:itturnsoutthattheguyIhavebeen

communicatingwiththiswholetimewasn'tthe

designateddriver.Somebodypretendedtobe



thedriverwhileontheotherside,therealdriver

wascommunicatingwithsomeonepretending

tobeme.

Ray:howdidthishappen?Wearetalkingabout

threetrucksthathadmydrugs.Doyouknow

howmuchmoneythatis.

MrP:I'm doingeverythingIcantofindoutwhat

wentwrongaswellastryingtogetthedrugs

backbutwewereplayed.Thepersonwhodid

thisactuallyhadalltheinformationneededto

makethedriverbelievethatitwasme.The

otherswerejustfollowinghim anyways.

Ray:thiscan'tbehappening.Thiscantbe

happening.Getmydrugsbackorkillyourself

beforeIdo.



Ihungup.

Thepalpitationsstarted.IswearZeniawillbe

theendofme.Thishashernamewrittenall

overit!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou
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"WhatthefuckdidIjusthear?"Jamessaid

stormingintomyoffice.Iignoredhim.Iknew

whathewasonabout.Shoutingatmewasnot

goingtogetusthedrugsbackanyways.



"HowdidyouletthishappenRay.Itoldyounot

tounderminethatchick"

"Ohcomeon.Webothknowyouweretheone

whosaidWeshouldn'tworryaboutZeniawhen

wewentafterSantiago.IfIremembercorrectly

yousaid"Zeniaisachildinthisbusiness"

"Finebutthatdoesn'tmeanyoudidn't

underestimatehertoo.Weneedtofindawayto

dealwiththisgirlorthisempirewearetryingto

buildwon'tgoanywhere"hesaidtakingasiton

theoppositechair.

"WearenotsosurethatitwasZeniawho

hijackedthedrugs.ItcouldbeKhan"

"It'snotKhan.Ihadalreadygottenthe



informationfrom thedriverwhowasintouch

withher.Apparentlysheassuredhim thatyou

werebacktogetherandshewasoverseeingthe

deliveriesandthatstupidguybelievedthestory.

Mindyouthischickusedtoworkforyou.So

sheknowshowyoudothingsandwhoyoudoit

with."

"I'lldealwithher"

"HowRaymond?Sheburntyourexpensivejet

andIdon'tseeyoudealingwithher"

"Doyouthinkit'seasy.It'snoteasyespecially

whenyoudon'tknowwhatsheisplanning.

Apparentlyshehaswentbacktobeinganurse.

It'sallanactsoshecancontinuedoingherevil

deedsinpeace"



"Howaboutwegetheronourside"

"What?Thatgirlhatesthesightofmeafter

whatIdid."

"Giveheragooddickandwewillseeifshe

hatesyouthatmuch.Yaallprobablyinalove-

haterelationship.It'snormal.Peoplegothrough

thatbutsheprobablylovesyoumorethanthat

Arabguy"

"Youwanthertocutmydickoff?Nothankyou"

"Don'tbeacowardRay.Santiagowasvery

closetothatchickandallofasudden,Hetook

hertoMexico.Icanassureyouitwasatourof

hismosttreasureddruglab.Idon'tcareabout



thesetrucksrightnow.AllIwantistofindthe

otherdruglabsthatwehaven'tgotaccessto.

That'swherethemoneyisat"

"Youareaskingtheimpossibleoutofme"

"Doyouloveher.Doyoulovethatchick?.Are

youhappyknowingthattheArabguyistheone

gettingthecookiethatwasonceyours"

"mindyourownbusinessJames"

"Ohyeah?Ifyoudidn'tloveherthenyouwould

havefoundawaytokillherlikeyoudidwith

Kellyandthatotherfirstgirlfriendofyours,

ThandiorThenjiweorwhateverhernamewas"



"TheydidmewrongandtheythoughtIwas

stupidsotheyhadtodie"

"Ohyeah?ThelasttimeIcheckedZeniaslept

withAidenwhileshewasstillsleepingwithyou.

Mindyou,Thisisthesonoftheguyyouhateso

much.Sheevenmadeyoupayforhertripswith

him"HelaughedandIkeptaseriousface.

"Idon'tcare"

"Really?Thenwhydidyoutakehertojailfora

crimeshedidn'tcommit"

"Itwaspaybackforwhatshedid?"

"Ohyeah?Shekilledyourfriendandclaimedit



wasanaccidentbecauseSantiagowantedhim

dead.Ohnotforgettingyourfather.Jailalone

doesn'tseem likeit'senoughfortheshitshe

didtoyouwhichiswhyIsayyoureallydolove

her"

"Wheredidyougetthatinformation"

"IknowalotofthingsRaybutthatdoesn't

matter.IneedZeniaonmyside.Youneedto

findawaytobringherbackhere.Aftergetting

theinformationIneedthenwecandisposeof

herwhicheverwayyouwant"

"Howaboutyoudoit.Youguysneverfought."

"Shewon'tconfideinme.Givethegirlagood

dickandshewillbetellingyouthingsyoudidn't



ask"

Jameswasaskingtheimpossiblefrom mebut

Ihadtotry.IstillhadasoftspotforZenia

anyways.

Zenia'sPOV

IhavejustknockedoffandwasreadytoUber

homewhenIfoundRaymondwaitingforme.I

wasnowusingoneofAiden'scarbutitwas

takenforservice.Iignoredhim andwalkedout

oftheclinic'spremises.Ihaddecidedtogobuy

somethingtoeatbeforeIgohome.

"Pleasehearmeout"hesaidashefollowedme.



"I'lltakeyouhome"hecontinued.

"HelloSatan.HowareyouToday"IsaidasI

continuedwalking.

"Ah.Don'tcallmethat"

"OkLucifer.Howareyoutoday"

"Ouchbabethathurts"heheldmyhandand

stoppedmefrom walking.

"Whendidwegobacktocallingeachother

babe.Ididn'tgetthememo"

"Wellwecanstarttoday"hesmirked



"YouplaytoomuchRandima.whatdoyou

want?"

"IknowwhatyoudidandI'm notheretofight

oranything.Imeanallthatyoudidequalswhat

IdidtoyousoIguessweareequal"

Ismiled"Ionlyburntyourjetman,thatonly

causedyoufinancialharm meanwhileyou

inflictedemotionalandphysicalpaintome.

Thatwillneverbethesame"

"Wellyouhijackedmydrugs"

"Didyouseeme?"



"Comeonnow.AllIm sayingisletbygonesbe

bygones.Aidenprobablydoesn'tmakeyou

happylikeIdo"

Myphonerang.ItwasAiden.Iignoredlucifer

andansweredit.

Aiden:heysexy

Zenia's:heyhandsome

Aiden:haveyouknockedoff?Iwantustogo

watchamovieorsomething.

Zenia:thatsoundsperfect.IwasabouttoUber

backhome.



Aiden:I'llcomepickyouup.Ihadameetingthis

sidesoIwon'tbelong

Zenia:I'llbewaitingforyou.

Aiden:okbabyhangup.

Zenia:noyouhangup.

Aiden:Iwantyoutohangup.

Iplayedalongforsometimethenhungup.This

pissedRaymondtothecore.Icouldseewhat

hewastryingtodo.Hewasusingthat'ifyou

can'tbeatthem,jointhem 'mottoanditwasn't

goingtowork.Ican'tgobacktosleepingwith

theenemy.



Aidendidn'ttakelongandcametopickmeup.

HedidseeRaybutdidn'tevenaskabouthim.

Wewenttomovieandwhenwecamebackwe

foundmymotherwaitingformebythe

security'soffice.Thiswasfast.Ithoughtit

wouldtakesometimeforhertoactuallyreach

outtome.Butknowingmymom,shehadused

allhermoneyandshewasheretoactpoor.

Margaretiscrazy.Im prettysureshewould

evenactlikewhatshedidwasn'twrong.

Ididn'twanttohearanythingthatcomesoutof

hermouthbutAidenactuallybeggedmeto.So

wetookhertothehousesoshecouldpleadher

case.



"Whenareyoucomingtoseeusathome"she

spokeandIrolledmyeyes.

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"IneverthoughtIwoulddothisbutIneedyour

help"

"Whyam Inotsurprised?."

"Iknowyouwouldn'tliketoseeyourdad's

housegodownthedrain"

"TellmewhatyouwantMaggy.I'm tiredandI

needtotakeashowerandrest"

"Soum...thebankisthreateningtorepossess



thehouse"

"Howisthatpossible.Dadpaidoffthehouse"

"Itookoutaloanandmighthaveputupthe

houseasaleverage"

"Wowwhyam Inotsurprised.CallRaymondor

Angel.Sheismarriedtooneofthemost

powerfulandrichestcrimelordoutthere"

"Raysaidourbusinessisdone.Heusedmeto

turnagainstmyowndaughter."Shestarted

sobbingbutiwasntmoved.

"Angelactslikeshedoesn'tknowusnomore.

Shenevervisits,shealwaysclaim sheistoo



busytocallandwhatever.It'sbasicallyjustme

andAlexandheisnotworking.Weare

suffering.WeneedyourhelpZenia"

AnoldZeniawouldhavefeltsympathyanda

needtohelpthem outbutthenewZeniawas

nothavinganyofit.I'm notgoingtohelpa

womanwhothrewmetoapackofwolves.

It'snotgoingtohappen!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter60

Zenia'sPOV

Iwokeuptoacommotiondownstairs.I



draggedmyselfoutofthebed,woreagown

anddecidedtogocheck.Iwassupposedtobe

atworkbutitwasoneofthosedayswhereI

wokeuponthewrongsideofthebed.Ididn't

feellikeit.WhenIwentdownIfoundthatitwas

Aiden'smom.Thiswomanwillcomehereand

causeascenewhenevershefeltlikeit.The

parentswantedmeoutoftheirson'shousebut

Aidenwasrefusing.Ididn'tmindgoingtorent

somewhere.ItwasnotlikeIcouldn'tafforda

placeofmyownbutIwasjusttakingthings

slow.IhadjuststartedsomebusinessesandI

wantedthem totakeoffbeforeIcouldinitiate

thedrugbusiness.Ididn'twanttobe

investigatedfordrivingexpensivecarsand

stayinginexpensiveplaces.

WellIignoredthemother.Ididn'tevengoallthe

waydowntogreether.Iturnedandwentback

tomyroom



It'sbeenayearsinceIgotoutofjail.Which

meansIwasalsodonewithmycommunity

serviceandIwasnowworkingattheclinicthat

Icomm-servedat.LifehasbeenokandIhad

stoppedharrassingRay,wellfornow...Ijust

wantedastablelifewithnoproblemsandright

nowIcansafelysayIhaveit.Mymom hasn't

reallystoppedbotheringme.Ijustblockedher

calls!

ThemoneythatSantiagosaidIshouldsafe

keepforhim wasstillverymucharound.Ididn't

wanttowasteitunnecessarily.Especially

becauseIwantedtogobacktothedrug

business.IbelieveIhavetakenenoughrestand

itwastimeformetogoback.

Theguyswhowererunningthetwomost



profitabledruglabsthatSantiagoownedwere

stillintouchwithme.Theytoldmetheywere

understrictinstructionstoensurethatIwas

welltakencareofaswellasmakingsurethatI

takeoverwheneverIwasready.

IthinkIwasreadyemotionallyandphysicallyto

takeover.Itwasgoingtobeabumpyridebut

bringiton.Thisdoesn'tmeanthatIhadletRay

offthehook.No!Iwantedhim tobelievethatI

wasdoneharassinghim whileinfacttheworst

wasyettocome.Ihadtotakebackthedrug

labstheytook.

SotodayIwasmakingmytriptoMexico.This

wasoneofthescariesttripIhadtotake.I

meanIhadnoprotectionfrom Santiagothis

timearound.Ididn'tknowwhatawaitedMe

from theotherside.Icouldn'tfullytrustthe



guysthatIhadbeenintouchwith.Theother

onewasinColombiaandIalsoneedtomakea

tripthere.

IwenttothesameplaceSantiagotookmeto

andeveryoneseemedgladtoseeme.Theyhad

beefedupthesecurityandthewallswerenow

higherthanbefore.

TheguytookmetowhatusedtobeSantiago's

office.

"Wehavebeenscaredforourliveseversince

theykilledhim.Wealsoheardwhathappened

totheotherlabs."Hesaid

"don'tworry.Theywon'tfindoutaboutthisone.

Eveniftheydo.Weneedtofightwithallthatwe



have.ButIcanassureyoutheywon'tfindit.

Santiagomanagedtokeepitasecretandilldo

thesame.Trustme"

Wetalkedmoreaboutthenewroutesthat

neededtobeestablishedandstufflikethat.We

neededtobuysomeequipmentsneededsoI

gavetheguysomemoney.Ispentaweekthere

thenwentbackhome.Itwasn'tasbadasI

anticipated.

IgothomeandfoundAidenwatchingTV.I

didn'ttellhim Iwascomingback,neitherdidI

tellhim whereIwasgoing.Ijusttoldhim Iwas

goingtovisitanoldfriend.

"Heybabe.Youshouldhavetoldmeyouwere

comingback.Iwouldhavepickedyouup"he

kissedme.



"Therewasnoneed.Anywayshowhaveyou

been"

"Beenok.Justmissingyou"

Iwenttotakeabathandsatnexttohim whenI

wasdoneandwatchedwhateverhewas

watching.

Ihadaproblem andIdidn'tknowhowIwas

goingtotellhim.Thishasbeeneatingmeever

sinceIcamebackfrom jail.Thethingisafter

losingmyfamilyaftertheyturnedtheirbackon

me,IdecidedIwasgoingtomakemyown

family.WhichmeansI'llhavemyownkids.I

knowIwasagainsthavingbabiesatsomepoint

butafterhavingmiscarriageitsortofchanged.



NowthetimeIgotbadlybeatenandendedup

athospital,ThedoctortoldmeIwasnotgoing

tobeabletohavekidsnomore.Apparentlythe

abdominaltraumawassevere.Icriedthatday

whenIrealizedImightbealoneinthisworldtill

Idie.WasAidenGonnastayaroundknowingI

won'tgivehim kids?

EversincethenIhavebeensleepingwithAiden

withoutacondom oranymethodof

contraceptionswhatsoever.Apartofmejust

wantedtoseeifIcouldn'treallyfallPregnant

againandsofarIcouldn't.Imeanit'sbeena

yearofhopingforamiracleandnothinghas

happened.Iwasstartingtofeellessofa

womanwithapassingofeachday.

Iknowsomeonecansay'butyouhaveitall'.



Wecanneverhaveitall,Iguess

"Areyouok?Istheresomethingyouwantto

tellme"

"NoI'm fine"Iabsentmindedlysaid,shakingmy

head.

"IknowIhaveneversaid'Iloveyou!'butGod

knowsIdoandI'm sorryIhelditbackallthese

timebutyouhavebeenthebestthingthat

happenedtomeok?IloveyouZeniaandIknow

youaretheoneIwanttohaveafamilywith"he

huggedmetightly.

AndIjustcried!



********

Ray'sPOV

Zeehastakenabackseat.Isaysobecause

sheneverbotheredmeeveragainsincethe

drugsincident.Idon'tknowwhatreally

happenedthoughbecauseIneveranticipated

thatshewasdone.Maybesherealisedthat

whatshedidwasenough.

Icouldn'ttrustthathenceIwasalwaysready

forwhatevershemightwanttothrowmyway.I

wasalsoplanningtoattack.Iheardrumours

abouthergoingtoMexicoandeventhoughI

couldn'tgetherfollowed.im prettysurethevisit

wasdrugrelated.



MyplanwastogetGuzmanonmyside.It

wasn'tgoingtobeeasybutifIeverdothatthen

itmeansI'lltakeonZeewithease.

IcalledAngel.Igotthenumberfrom thebrother.

Wehadreconciledandhewasnowworkingfor

me.Afterallhedidnothingwrong.

Angel:AngelGuzmanhello

Ray:helloAngel!

Angel:hiRay

Ray:I'm surprisedyouknowmyvoice

Angel:mybrothertoldmeyouweregoingto



call.Whatdoyouwant?

Ray:Ineedafavour!

Angel:shout!

Ray:canyouperhapssetameetingformeand

yourhusband?

Angel:Guzmanisabusyman.Ican't

Ray:pleaseAngel!

Angel:wellyouneedtotellmetheagendaof

themeetingorelsehewon'tagree.



Ray:tellhim thathemightgetthatdruglabhe

havealwayswantedfrom Santiago.Iknowwho

runsitnow.

Angel:Zenia?Soyouwantmetohandmysister

toapackofwolves?

Ray:it'snotlikethat!

Angel:Imaybedumbandeverything.Imaybe

selfishbutIcan'tbethisselfish.LeaveZenia

alone.I'm notgoingtohelpyou.

Ray:Wewontharm yoursister.Wejustwant

thelab.

Angel:blahblahblah.Whatyoudidtomysister



wasenoughRaymond.Youneedtobackthe

fuckofforyouwillalsohavemetodealwith.

Shesaidthenhungup

"Bitch!"Ishoutedandthrewthephonetothe

wall.

"Babyareyouok?"Maryaskedasshecameto

whereIwas.

"Ofcoursebabe.It'sjustworkrelatedproblems

butyoucanmakeitbetter"Isaidtouchingher

breast.

WestartedkissingandIdidn'twastetime

undressingher.Marywasgoodforsexand



nothingelse.Ithinkshewasabitpsycho.I

didn'tseeushavinganythingserious.

OtherwiseI'llbedatinganotherversionofKelly.

Reewasactuallybetter.Shewassortof

matured.Marywasanotherslayqueendown

theroad.

ThedoorflewopenandReeentered.MindyouI

wasalreadyfuckingMary.

"Whatthefuckisgoingonhere?"Sheasked

boilingmad.Shechargedtouslikeabullready

toattackandpushedMaryoffthecouch.The

poorgirlfell.Shethencametomeandattacked

mewithanythingandeverythingshecouldfind.

Cushions,remote,vase...Iwasdodgingthe

thingsliketheywerebullets.Ievenhadtohide

mydickwithacushionbecausethismad

womanmightcutitoff.Imanagedtogetmy



boxerandworeit.Shewasnowshoutingat

Mary.Shewasn'tbeatingherthough,just

hurlinginsults.Apparentlytheykneweachother.

"WhatkindofafriendareyouMary.Allthese

timeIhavebeentellingyouaboutmymanand

youweregivingbullshitadvicesknowingyou

werefuckinghim ontheside.youuselesspiece

ofshit"shespokelookingatMarybuttooka

cushionandthrowatme.Itwasunexpectedso

ithitme.

Shehurledmoreinsultsthensatdownand

startedcrying.I'm juststandingtherelike'wtf

isallthis?'itfeltlikesomedramayouwillfindin

amojalove'srealityshow.

"Ididn'tknowwewerefuckingthesameman.

Ree.Iswear!"Marycriedout.



"Okthen....Rayknewsohemustchoosethe

girlhewants"

"Saywhat?Choose?IfthesegirlsknewthatI

justwantedZenia,theywouldn'tevenwantme

tochoose!"

*****

Iknowadminhasbeenaverybadgirlasof

latelybutIcan'tpromisefourinsertsaweek

anymore...I'llwriteifIcanbutIfiwritethree

inserts,pleasedounderstandthatIhavestuff

todoandsomedaysImaynotfeelmotivated

toevenwriteaninsert.

Happyreading!Iloveyouall



Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter61

Zenia'sPOV

Ihaven'tseenmyfriendMphoInawhile.He

foundajob,abitfarfrom whereIwasafter

comm-servesoitwasn'teasytoseeeachother.

Todayhecametoseemesowewentoutfor

lunch.

"Whenwereyouplanningtotellmeabout

Adrian"Isaidsippingonmywine.

"WhataboutAdrian"

"Don'tactdumb,Mpho.YouknowwhatImean"



"Fine.Wellhedoesn'twantanyonetoknow

aboutus.Heisstillintheclosetandhedoesn't

thinkhisfamilywilleverapproveofhim being

gay"

"Theyareabunchofcrazypeople"

"tellmeaboutit.Anyways.Howareyou.You

seem abitofflately"

"What?Youseeingthings"

"AhcomeonZenia.Iknowyoumorethanyour

manknowsyou.Sooutwithit."

"WellyouknowItoldyouwhathappenedat



hospitalthattimeandwhatthedoctortoldme.

Ihavebeenhopingforamiracle,hopingIwould

fallpregnant"

"Whyareyoutorturingyourself!.Ithinkyouare

stillindenialandthat'stheproblem here.Since

thedoctorsaidyoumightneverbeabletocarry

ababytoterm ifyouchooseIVFthenyoucan

alwaysdosurrogacy."

"Theproblem isAidendoesn'tknowandIdon't

knowhowtotellhim orifhewillbesupportive

orleaveme,besidesIwantedtoknowthat

feelingofcarryingyourownchild"

"Thatguylovesyoubabe.Hewon'tleave.

Forgetthewhatifandjusttellhim.Youwill

crossthebridgewhenyougetthere.I'm pretty

sureyoudon'twantkidsrightnowbutyouare



justputtingyourselfunderpressuretoprove

thatyoucangetpregnant.Thisisnothealthy

andyouknowit"

"Fine.I'llstopstressingmyselfandjusttell

Aiden.Thenwewilltakeitfrom there"

"Tellmewhat?"AvoiceIknewverywellasked

from behind.

"Aiden.Howdidyougethere?Imeanwhatare

youdoinghere?"

"IwashavinglunchwithMasonthenIsawyou

guysanddecidedtocomesayhi"

"Letmegogetsomethingatthatshop"Mpho



saidstandinguptoleave.Hedidn'tevenwait

formetoagreeornot.Hegotupandleft.Wow,

somuchforbeingafriend.

"Babe,whatisitthatyouwanttotellmeand

pleasedon'tlietome"hesaidtakingMpho's

seat.

"Wellafterthesurgeryatthehospitalthattime,

thedoctortoldmeIwillnevergetpregnant

againorcarryababytoterm ifIchoose

somethinglikeIVF"

"OhmyGod.Babe.I'm reallysorry"hecameto

mysideandhuggedme.

"IsthatwhyyouwerecryingthatdayIwas

talkingabouthavingafamilyandyousaidit



wasbecauseyouwerejusthappy?"

Ijustnodded.

"It'sok.Don'tworryaboutthis.Thereareother

methodswecanusewheneverwewantkids.

Thisisnothing.Itdoesn'tmakeyoulessofa

womanandIstillloveyouthesame"

Itwasn'tthatbadafterall.

GettingthisoffmychestwaskindofwhatI

neededbecauseIwasnowthinkingstraight.I

hadColombiatodealwith.UnlikeMexico,I

didn'tknowanyofthoseguysinColombia.The

timeIwentthere,thetripwasmoreabout

GuzmanandneveraboutseeingSantiago's

business.



Therewasahugedifferencewiththelabin

Mexico.TheMexicanonewasruninaremote

villageandpeoplewhoworkedtherewere

villagers.Coolpeoplereally.Theonein

ColombiawasinacityandIwasdealingwith

vultures.Santiagohadalotofmenworking

there.Theywereclients.Hewasrunningitthe

samewayJameswasdoingthingshere.

Santiagowastheirsupplierandtheystillgota

lotofmoneyfrom him iftheyeversellmore

drugsthanthesettargets.InMexicothedrugs

weremanufacturedanddistributedtodifferent

countries.

Irecentlyfoundoutthatthereweresome

peoplevyingtobecomeincharge.Theyhaveall

heardaboutmebutnoonehasseenme,even

theguyIkeptintouchwith.wenevertalkedon

thephone.Wewereonlychattingviamessages.



Thescarypartwastheguysdidn'tknowthatI

wasawomanorthatIwasyoung.TheguyI

chattedwith,wouldcallmeIvanoradressme

assir.Idecidedtolethim bebecauseIdidtell

him thatIwasawomanbuthedidn'ttakeme

serious.IthinkhethoughtImadeamistake

becausehecontinuedcallingmeIvanorsir.

Ihadtodomyresearchaboutthetypeof

peopleIwasdealingwith.Theywerebadmen

really.Peoplewhohavekilleddozensof

innocentpeople,theywerelikeapackofwolves,

foreverreadytoattack.

AftergettingallthatIneeded.Iwentto

Colombia.AngelaskedtoseemeandItoldher

IwillseeherifIgettime.Iwasnolongermad

thatshedidn'tcometomytrial.Sheapologized



andwewerecool,Iguess.

Igotthereandtookalongbath.Itwasalong

flight.Themeetingwiththem boyswasthenext

day.

SoIwokeupandpreparedforthemeeting.I

decidedtobeabitlate.Beingearlywasgoing

tobeawkward.Igotthereandfoundtheguys

waitingintheboardroom.Theyallworetheir

bestsuitsandwerebusytalkingandsmoking

cigars.

Iwalkedinanditseemedlikenobodyreally

noticedIwasthere.Theycontinuedhowling

andmakingnoiselikeanimals.

"Heysecretary.Canyoupleasegetussome



whiskeyoverhere"someGuywithlonghair

shoutedatme.Thehairwastiedtotheback

andremindedofAntonioBanderasin

desperado.

Iwouldhaveshoutedandtoldhim whoIwas

andallthat.ButIactuallyleftandwenttotake

thewhiskeyandsomeiceforthem.Iheardit's

nicerwhenit'sontherock.Iplacedthethree

bottlesofwhiskeyonthetablethenwentback

fortheglasses.Thedesperadoguykepton

makingsnideremarksabouthowhewoulddo

meinbedandhowsexyIlooked.

"YouknowIhaveathingforblackgirls,Icould

doyouinthistablerightnow"hesaidandhis

friendsnoddedinexcitement.Somewere

clappinghands.



Ipouredmyselfaglassofwhiskeyontherocks

andgulpeditdownmythroat.Itwashorrible.

Remindmenottodrinkthisshitagain.

Ibangedtheglassonthetableandeveryone

turnedtolookatme.

"NowthatIhaveyourattentionboys.Wecan

begin.ThenameisIvannaEscobarandit'snice

tomeetyaall"Ispokemaintainingeyecontact.

Iwastryingtocheckwhowaswho.From my

research,desperadowastheworstofthem all.

Hewasunrulyanddisrespectful.

IheardwhisperswhenIannouncedmyname.

OthersweresayingtheyheardaboutIvanand

whatnot.



"Whoareyou?"Someguyasked.

"I'm thegirl"Isaidthenpouredanotherglassof

whiskey.WhyIkeepondrinkingthisthing,is

beyondme.Perhapsitwasthenerves.ihad

about8Hispanicguyslookingatmelikethey

werereadytokill.Halfofthesepeoplewere

scary.Theyhadtattoosinweirdplaces.Some

hadbeards.Theywerethetypeofpeopleyou

neededtoscarethekidsaway.

"Nowthatwearedonewiththeintroduction,I'd

liketosaythatI'm disappointedinallofyou.

Figuresareshowingadeclineinprofitsince

Santiago'sdeath.Idon'tknowwhetheryouhave

beenhavingapartyorwhatinsteadofworking

butthisshit-showMustend"

Theycontinuedmumblingandsayingshitunder



theirbreath.Theywerestartingtoannoyme.

Buttheworstofthem allwasdesperado.Nigga

wasn'teventryingtohidethefactthathe

disapprovedofmebeingthere.Hekepton

sayinghewon'tberuledbyawoman.Letalone

ablackwoman.Hewouldcallmeabitchbut

notoncedidIglancedhisway.

Ipickedtheweakestlinkwhowastalkingand

walkeduptohim,putmyshoeonhisballsand

hesquealedlikeapig.

"AreyousayingsomethingThomas?"Iasked

him lookingstraightinhisface.

"butMy...my....nameisRoberto"hestuttered.

"Nobodyaskedyou"IwalkedbacktowhereI



wasstandingandeveryoneelsekeptquiet.

ExceptDesperadoofcourse.

"Shewouldneverdothattome.I'llbreakthat

leg.HowcanyouallowthatRoberto"desperado

mumbledbutwecouldallhearhim

Hewasnowcallingmewithderogatorynames.

Bitchslutblahblahblah.Iopenedmybag.Took

outmygun,oneshotontheforeheadandthe

niggawasdown.

Nobodysawthatcoming.Andyoucouldsee

withhowtheyreacted.Theeyespoppedout

andthejawsfell.

"Closeyourmouthsbeforefliesgetsinthere,

plustheystink"Isaidandtheyallclosedtheir



mouths.

"I'm notgoingtoworkwithincompetentmen.

Yaalllooklikemenwhodon'tmaketheir

girlfriendshaveanorgasm.Allyoudoisdrink

alcoholandtalkshitbutthatisabouttochange.

Moneyisgoingtobemadeorpeoplewillstart

dying.Idon'tknowwhowillbenext,itcouldbe

youThomas!"IsaidtotheguyIwantedtocrush

hisballs.IknewhisnameverywellbutIneeded

toannoythem asmuchastheyannoyedme.

Theroom wasnowsoquietyoucouldheara

needledrop.

"Whoeverfeelsliketheywon'tmakemore

moneyformeneedstoleavenow"Isaidand

nobodygotup.

"Ohwellthenitmeanspeoplewhoareleftare



willingtowork.Failuretoreachthetargetwill

makeyoubehuntedbymeandIwillfindyou

andcrushyourballsandkillyouforwastingmy

time.Andmykidswillhuntyourkids,andmy

grandchildrenandgreat-grandchildrenwilldo

thesame.AndEveryoneinyourneighborhood

willtellataleofayoungsweetgirlcalledIvanna

Escobarwholackedonethinginhervocabulary

whichismercy.Anywayscleanthismessup.I'll

setanothermeeting.NowI'm lateforaspa

pampering"

Iwalkedoutandtheonlythingyoucouldhear

wasmyheelsagainstthefloorsoundinglike

victory.Ihadthesemenwhereiwantedthem.

"Underestimatemeagain,thatWillbefun"I

saidthenshutthedooronmywayout!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter63

Ray'sPOV

IfIkeepfailinglikethis,Imightaswellconsult

asangoma.IhadtoadmitthatZeniawasgiving

meaheadacheandJameswasn'tdoingmuch

tohelp.Shewasgivingbothofusaheadache,

soyoumustimaginehowIfeltwhenGuzman

reachedouttome.Isenthim theemailwhen

AngelrefusedtohelpandIneverthoughthe

wasgoingtoreplyanytimesoon.

Heagreedtomeetupwithus.Apparentlyhe

wasinsouthAfricawithhiswifetoseeAngel's

mother.



IpreparedeverythingIcouldforthemeeting

andhadtomakesurethathewaswellcatered

for.Thiswasnotanordinaryperson.Thiswas

Guzman.Themostdangerouscriminalout

there.Doingbusinesswiththisguycouldgo

bothwaysbutitwasariskwewerewillingto

take.

EversincewetookoverSantiago'sempire,

thingswerenotgoingourway.Moneywasnot

beingmadeintheratethatwehopeditwould

bemade.Santiagousedtomakealotofmoney

from smugglingdrugsthathewasmaking

himself.Thingswerejustnotthesame.With

myjetbeingtorched,Ihadtocoverupsome

billsaswell.Tocutthestoryshort,thedrug

businesswasnotmakingenoughmoneyforus.

Perhapsitwassafetosayitwasn'tmakingany

mayforusandzeniawasbehindit.



"Goodeveningeveryone"Guzmansaidtome

andJames.Itwasn'teveningbutIheardhehas

atendencyofalwaysgreetingwithGood

evening.Aboveeverything,thisguywas

annoyingandscary.Hehadthisfunnyaccent

though.

Weacknowledgedthegreeting.

"SoIsawyouremail"hechuckled.

"IlaughedwhenIreaditbecausethetwoguys

whomanagedtokillmylongtimeenemywere

failingtotakedownagirl.Agirl.Doyouguys

knowhowmanytimesIfailedtokillthatman?I

meanIwasimpressedwhenIfoundoutwhat

youpeopledidbutnowIhavemydoubtsabout

you"



"Whichiswhywereachedouttoyou.Asmuch

aswetookmostofthedruglabs,wedidn'ttake

themajoronesandsheisincontrolofthem.

Sheisalsoblockingsomeofourdrugsupplies"

Jamesspoke.

"Sowhat'sinitforme.Let'ssayIsortherout

foryou.WhatwillIgetinreturn"

"WewillgiveyouColombiaandwetakeMexico.

Weknowyouhavebeendyingtocontrolthe

Colombiandrugcartel.Thiswillbeyourchance

tohaveitallinyourcountry"Ispokesippingon

mywhiskey.

"Soundsperfect.WellIcan'treallykillhersince

sheismywife'ssisterandIhadathingforher

atsomepoint"



"Areyouseriousrightnow?Youneedtokillthis

chickorshewillforeverbeanuisance"James

spokeandInoddedinagreement

"Don'tbetooemotionalboys.Letmehandle

Zeniaandyoushallbecomethemogulsyou

havealwaysaspiredtobe."

********

Zenia'sPOV

"Heybabe.Ididn'tknowyouwereback"Aiden

cametothelivingroom.Hewasonlywrapped

withatowel.HelookedsohotandIcoulddo

him rightthere.ButIwasmadatMcDonald

callinghim boo.Imeanofallthenameshe



coulduse,hechoseMcDonald.

Thepersonwhocalled,hungupafterrealisingit

wasn'ttheowner.RightnowIhadnoenergyto

beaskinghim whothefuckMcDonaldwas.He

wasjustgoingtolieaboutitanyways.Ididn't

evenhaveenoughevidencetomakeacase.All

IhadwasMcDonaldcallinghim boo.Hecould

lie.

"Ijustgotback."

"Justintimetosnackonyourbabe"hesaid

unwrappingthetowelbutsinceIwasmad,I

ignoredhim.Itookmyluggageandwalked

upstairs.

"IwishIcouldbutIhaveaterribleheadache"I



lied.

"Icanmakeitbetter.Ipromise"heshouted

aftermebutIclosedthedoorandcalledMpho.

Mpho:bravanmy.HoeGaanditmetjou?

Zenia:I'm notgoodchomie.IthinkAidenis

cheatingonme.

Mpho:ohmyGod.Didyoufindhim ontopof

somechick?

Zenia:wouldIstillbesayingIthink?

Mpho:ohyeah...sowhatmakesyouthinkheis

cheating.



Zenia:wellhisphonerangandthecallerwas

writtenMcDonald.Iansweredthinkinghehada

deliveryorsomething.Butachickanswered

andcalledhim boo.

Mpho:ohnochomie!(Helaughed)buthowcan

Aidenbesodumb,though.McDonald?Whynot

clientelelifeoravbob.Idon'tthinkyouwould

haveansweredthose.

Zenia:chomieareyouonmysideor?

Mpho:ofcoursemylove.Don'taskhim because

hewilllie.Weneedtogettothebottom ofthis.

Weneedmoreevidencesowecannailhislying

Arabicass.



Zenia:thiswilljustdrivemenuts.Letmeask

him becauseIjustturneddownsomesteamy

sexbecauseI'm bitter.DeepdownIreallyneed

sexrightnow.

Mpho:chomigohavesexwithhim andyouwill

beangrylaterok?Don'tmentionMcDonaldto

him.Actlikealliswell.ifanything,dosome

monkeystylethere.Thelastthingweneedis

him suspectingthatyouknow.Hischeatingass

shallbenailedanddealtwithaccordingly.This

weekendistherightonetonailhim.Don't

forgettouseacondom...genitalwartsare

nastychomie.

Zenia:finesisternurse.letmegotohim.I'llcall

youlater.

Iwentdownstairsandfoundhim staringatthe



blankTV.DisappointedthatIturnedhim down,I

guess.

Itookthetoweloffwithoutsayingathingand

gavehim ablowjob.DeepdownI'm thinking

thisisthesameDicksonthatisgoinginto

somegirl'scoochie.Yuck!ButIputthatthought

behindthebackofmyheasandgavehim some

greatsex.Heaskedwhywewereusing

protectionandIjusttoldhim Iwantedtouseit.

Aftersexwecuddledathecouch.

"Sowhatareyoudoingthisweekend?"Iasked.

"Mycousinandgrandmafrom Dubaiare

comingtoCapetownsoI'm goingtoseethem.

Howaboutyou?"



"Mphowantstotakemeouttosomenew

restaurantintown.Thenlaterwewillseea

movie.SundayI'llgotochurch"

"NodurbanJuly?"

"Lolbabe,youknowIdon'tdothosethings."

Wecuddledandtalkedaboutgeneralthings.I

knowhewaslyingabouthisgrandmother

becauseherecentlytoldmeshewasatchina

orwherever.Hewasprobablytakinghisside

chicktoDurbanJuly.MphoandIweregoingto

followhim andseewhathewasreallyupto.

"Ithinkweshouldcalluyajola9/9onhim.

Akerehethinksheisuntouchable."Mphosaid



aswepreparedforourtrip.Hehasbeentalking

aboutthateverychancehegot.Truthishe

lovesdrama.Iontheotherhandwashaving

secondthoughtsandthinkingaboutnotgoing.

Aidenleftfirstandwedidn'tfollowhim.We

weretrackinghisphonetofindhislocation.As

expected,heflewtoDurbaninsteadofflyingto

Capetown.Imaginethat!Apartofmewas

hopingitwasn'taliebutwhenIfoundthetruth,

itkindahurtsabit.Iwonderwhothechickwas.

WeflewtoDurbanaswell,eventhoughIfelt

likeIshouldn'tbedoingthis.icouldhavebeen

planningmynextmeetingorsomething

productive.ButIcouldn'tjustignorethefact

thattheguyIlovedwascheatingonme.Mind

you,wedon'tuseprotectionandthenextthing

heisbringingsyphilisandgonorrheathatI



didn'tapplyfor.Ifhedidn'twantmenomore,it

wasbettertosayitthangobehindmyback.

TheMcDonaldthingdidn'thurtmethatmuch

buthim lyingaboutDurbanactuallyleftme

seething.Itwasjustaconfirmationthathewas

cheating.

Mphotookmeoutforsomedrinkstocalm me

downthatnight.Sowedranktillweweredrunk.

Itwasgreat.

Thenextdaywewokeupandpreparedforthe

mainevent.Thatiswherewewerehopingto

catchhim redhandedwiththechick.We

couldn'tgotothehotelhewasinbecauseIfelt

likeitwasuncalledfor.



Mphowastheonewhogotussomeattire.ijust

gavehim themoney.Wegotthereanditdidn't

takeforevertofindhim sincewehavebeen

trackinghim.HewaswithMasonandsome

twootherchickswhowerelookingtheother

way.Theonlythingwecouldseewastheirback.

"Thisisstupid.I'm goinghome"

"Well...takepicturesatleast"

"Mpho,thefactthatheliedaboutbeingat

Capetownisenough.Thisistoomuchforme"

"OkwellIthinkthosetwoweirdguyshavebeen

followingussincelastnight"



"Whichguys?"Iturnedtolookwherehewas

lookingandtherestoodsometwoguysinblack

suits.

"Areyouserious?Whydidn'tyoutellmelast

night?"

"IthoughttheyweretherefordrinksbutI

actuallysawthem whenweleftthehotelthis

morningandthennow.Theyhavebeenlooking

atus"

"Weneedtoleave.Now!"iheldmydressand

rushedout.ThiswasnotthetypeofdressI

neededattimeslikethis.ButMphoInsisted

thatwebecometherealstarsofAfrica.Look

now!



WegaveourVIPticketstosomeslayQueens

whowereatthegeneralareaandboywerethey

excited.

Ihadtomakeahugeslitonthatdressinorder

towalkfaster.wegottothecarthatwehave

hiredandIsawthetwoguysgetsintotheirown

car.

"Buckleupboy,wegoingforaride!"

Itookofftheweaveandputitaside.Iwas

readytofacetheseguys...mantomanlol!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter62



Ray'sPOV

IgottotheofficeAndalmostfiredeveryone

today.

Ifoundthem doingtheoppositeofwhatIpay

them todo.Theywereprobablytaking

advantageofthefactthatIwasnotgoingtothe

officeeveryday.IhaddaysIdidn'twanttogo

there.Iwasmyownbossanyways.

SotodayIcametotheofficeandfoundthe

employeesinagroupdiscussingZenia.They

wereonherInstagram postsanddiscussingit

likeapanelemployedtodoso.

"Thisgirlrighthereismyspiritanimal.Imean

shehasbeentoalltheplacesIwanttobeat"

somegirlsaid



"Evenjail?"anotheroneasked.

"Wellweallknowshewasframedbuteven

afteritall,sheisrisingupandstillgivingus

goals.Looknowsheislivingherbestlifein

Colombia"

"Tothinksheisjustanurse.Iwonderwhere

shegetsallthesemoney."Someguyspoke.

"WellsheisdatingthatKhanguy.Hisdadis

rich.Ilovethosetwotogether.Heiseven

postinghernowonhisInstagram"

"Blahblahblah!DoIpayyoutositdownand

discusspeople?DoI?Idon'trememberanyjob

descriptiontalkingaboutdiscussingZeniaand



Aiden'srelationship.ShouldIhearthatname

onemoretimeinthisbuildingandyouwillbe

outinthestreetlookingforanotherjob"I

shoutedandtheyalljumpedandwenttotheir

seats.

Ididn'tevenknowZeniawasinColombia.Itook

outmyphoneandwenttoherInstagram.She

wasindeedthere.Postingsomefancypictures

inafancyhotel.Shewasdefinitelynottherefor

avacation.Thiswasdrugsrelated.

NowthethingisIhadaguywhowasgoingto

workwithme.Theguyhasalwaysbeen

Santiago'sclient.Sincetherewasnew

managementthatnooneknewabout,hetold

mehewouldupdatemeaboutwhotheperson

wasandhowweweregoingtoplanatakeover.

It'sbeentwodaysandIhaven'theardanything



from him andthiswasstressingmeout.

Justwhenyouthinkyouhaveabreakthrough

thensomethinghappens.Thiswasstressing

me,I'm notgoingtolie.Ihavebeentryingtocall

andnoonewasanswering.Thatguybetterbe

deadorsomethingbecausenobodydoesthis

tomeandgetsawaywithit.

Itriedcallinghim againandthistimearoundit

waspickedup.

Ray:youbetterhaveanexplanationforthis

silenceorelseyouwillregretevermessingup

withme.

Zenia:Iwouldhavelovedtoseewhatyou

wouldhavedonetothispoorguy.



Ray:Zenia?

Zenia:heyboo.Missedme?

Ray:whyareyouansweringthisphone?

Zenia:perhapsbecauseIownitnow!

Ray:wowhey.

Zenia:sowhatdidthisguypromiseyou?Drugs?

Thewholelab?Whatexactly?

Ray:whosaidIwantedtoanyofthosethings



Zenia:IalreadyknowyourplansRaymond.I

knowwhatyouaretryingtodoandyouare

pissingmeoff.

Ray:shouldIbescared?

Zenia:Idon'tknow.It'syourchoice.Juststop

doingwhateveritisthatyouaredoingbecause

youwillregretit.

Ray:I'm notgoingtobeintimidatedbyyou.Not

nownotever.

Zenia:okthenboo.Igottago.

Shehungup.



"Shit!Shit!Shit!"Ibangedthetableangrily.

Shewasn'tsupposedtofindout.

whatstheworstthatcouldhappenanyways?I

thinkI'm lettingthischickfeellikeshehasmore

powerthanme.Ithadtostop.ifshewantswar

thenit'swarthatshewillget.

Igotupanddecidedtogohavelunch.Ree

calledandaskedtomeet.WellsinceIwas

askedtochoosethatday,Ibasicallyhadto

weighMyoptions.Reewasabetteroptionthan

MaryprovidedIneededsomeonetohelpme

gettoZee.SheknewherbetterthananyoneI

know.Soistillneededherinmylifeatthis

point.EspeciallynowthatIdidn'tevenknow

whatZeemightdonext.



Itookmyphoneandcarkeysandwalkedout!

****

Zenia'sPOV

Theysayfirstimpressionlastforeverandthis

timearounditworked.Thoseguyswerenow

scaredofmelikeIwasacreature.

NobodydaredtospeakwhenIwasaddressing

them andthatwasallIneeded.Respect!

Ihadfewmoremeetingswiththem beforeI

wentback.Itoldthem IneededResultsor

therewouldbeconsequences.TheguyIkilled



wasincontactwithRayandIactuallyfoundout

later.Ididn'tkillhim becauseofthat.Ikilledhim

becausehewasannoyingmeandanexample

hadtobeset.

ImetwithAngelandshetoldmehermarriage

wasoksofar.IguessGuzmanwasnotabad

husbandafterallunlessshewaslyingtome.

ShealsotoldmethatRaycalledandheis

planningtoworkwithGuzmantogettome.I

guesswewerenowofficialenemies.isawNgel

twicebeforeIleft.ItriedtellinghertovisitSA

butshejustsaidshewill.Iknewshewouldn't.I

don'tevenknowwhatherreasonswere,unless

Guzmanwasrefusing.

IgothomeandfoundAiden'sfatherthere.Igot

inandgreetedandheAcknowledgedthe

greeting.Iwentupstairs.Heseemedtobeina



seriousmeetingwithAiden.

TheyweretalkingaboutEscobarandhowthey

weregoingtoapproachhim.IwasTiredof

peoplethinkingI'm aman.Aidentoldhisfather

thathewouldaskmetohelpsinceIwasclose

toSantiagoNdmightknowwhoEscobarwas

buthisfatherrefused.

Thiswasfunnytolistento.

"Dad,youmaynotlikeZeniabutshehasmore

connectionsthanyoucaneverthinkof"

"ThefactthatIhaveallowedyourrelationship

togoondoesn'tmeanIwantanythingtodo

withher.Sheknowsnothingaboutthis

businessandyouarejustblindedbylove.We



needtosetameetingwithEscobarandI'lltake

itfrom theresinceyouarefailingalittletask"

Idecidedtotakeashower.Iwasnotgoingto

tellAidenthatIwasEscobar.Hewouldgetmad

afterfindingoutbutwilleventuallygetoverit.

MrKhantriedsettingupameetingwith

EscobarbutIhavedecideditwasgoingtotake

sometime.Iwassettingthem upforasuprise

oftheirlives.Theyneededit.

LifewasgoodandIhadthedrugbusiness

undercontrol.Colombiawasmyonlyproblem

butnowtheguysweredoingtherightthingsor

rathermorethanIhaveexpected.Soitwas

safetosaylifewasgoodonmyside.



Idecideditwasbesttoresignasanurse

becausethedrugbusinesswasnowtaking

mostofmytime.iwouldgooutofthecountry

foraweekorsoandbythattimeIhavealready

exhaustedallmyleavedays.Soresignation

wastheonlywayforward.Icouldalwaysgo

backwhenIwantedto.

Thetravelingtodifferentcountriesmostofthe

timemighthaveputsomestraininmy

relationship.Aidennevercomplainedbut

sometimesIwouldspendthewholemonth

traveling.Forthedrugstobesuppliedtocertain

countrieswithease,IhadtohaveofficialsI

couldbribeandallthatstuff,henceIwas

alwaysontheroad.Onceallthathasbeen

establishedthenIwasgoingtorest.

SoAidendidn'tcomplainaboutmyabsencebut



wouldsometimesnotpickmycallswhenItry

toreachhim.Mindyou,Iwouldstayupatnight

totalktohim sincesomecountrieshadahuge

timedifferencewithSA.SometimeIwould

suggestthathecomeswithmebuthewould

snubmyrequestonsome'I'm busyorit'sok

babeI'llseeyouwhenyoucomeback'.

I'm notimplyingthathewascheatingbutIhave

justpickedupanoddbehaviourfrom him.He

usedtoleavehisphonelyingaroundbeforebut

nowitwasadifferentstory.Heeventookhis

phonewhenhegoestotheshower!.

Irefusedtobelievethathewascheatingonme.

Perhapsitwasworkrelated.Wehavedecided

nottoshareworkrelatedstuffwitheachother.

Ourjobsweren'tsomethingyouneededto

discussonthedailybasis.Wewouldjustask



eachhowthedaywentandthatwasit.

Idecidedtoputthecheatingsuspicionsatthe

backofmymind.Oursexlifehasn'tchanged

really.ifanything,itwasmorehotterthanI'm

usedto.Wemademagicinthebedroom.There

wasnowayhewouldcheatandstilltreatsme

thesameright?

IhavecoveredallthecountriesIwantedtoand

Iwasnowbackhomereadytogiveallmytime

tomyboo.NowIcouldrunthebusinessinthe

comfortofmyownhome.

SoIgothome,putmyluggagedownandthrew

myselfonthecouch.Aidenwasnowheretobe

seenbuthisphonewasonthetable.Itookout

mineandstartedtextingMphoTellinghim I

wasbackhome,safeandsound.



Aiden'sphonestartedringinganditflashed

McDonald.SoI'm thinkingitcouldbethe

deliveryguytellinghim heisatthegateor

whatever.Ianswered.

Voice:heyboo.

McDonald?Callinghim boo?

Clapsonce!

*********

AdminishavingatesttomorrowsoIhavebeen

busystudying.hopethiswillgetyoubytillwe

meetagain

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter64

Zenia'sPOV.

Thingsaregoingtobeabithardnow.Iwon't

enjoymylifenomorewithoutworryingabout

whoisaftermeandwhatnot.Iknewthisday

wasgoingtocome.EspeciallybecauseRayhad

becomethebiggestenemyofmine.Tothinkwe

usedtoscream eachother'snameinthe

bedroom.Nowtableshaveturned.Thingsdidn't

looktobegettinganybetterbetweenusbutI

vowtotakeallthatbelongstohim tillhecomes

andbegformercy.Thedayisgoingtocome,

evenifittakessometime.

Istartedthecarandspedoff.Theguys



followedsuit.AsIdrove,Ikeptthinkingabout

Aidenlaughingwiththosechicks.Hewas

definitelysleepingwithoneofthem andit

pissedmeoff.ApartofmewishedIsawthe

chick'sface.NotthatIwasgoingtogoafterher

butitwascrucialtoseethekindofawoman

yourmanwentfor.Perhapsshewashotter

thanme.

Thecarsailedintothebusystreet.Ihitthe

steeringwheelinfrustration.Itwassopacked

andIwaslookingforawayout.Mindyou,I

don'tevenknowDurbanthatwell.

Ikepthootingforthecarsaheadofmetomove

ormakeway.Icouldn'tseethecarchasingus

nomore.ItwasaBMW M4.

Isawanofframpandtookit.Ididn'tknow

whereitwasgoingandIdidn'tcare.



Ihittheaccelator,150km/hthen250km/h.

RentingtheR8SpyderwasthebestdecisionI

haveevermade.Itcouldreachupto311km/h

andthiswasallIneededrightnow.

IremainedcomposeddespitethespeedIwas

on.IwishIcouldsaythesameaboutMpho

though.Hewasscreaminghislungsoutat

everytwistandturnthatwasbeingmade

TheworstpartwasthattheroadItookwasnot

empty.Therewerefewcarshereandthere.A

lightturnedredaheadandMpholookedatme,

hisexpressionscreaming"don'tdoit"

Icouldseeatruckapproachingfrom theother

side,amongothercars.itwasnowornever.I

flooredthecarthroughtheintersection,forcing

thetruckandallothertraffictobrakeviolently

hard.IheardsomecarscrashingandIdidn't



lookback.

Imadeahardrightatthelastsecondintoa

sidestreet,LosttheBMW intheprocess.Itore

downthenarrowstreet,dodgeddumpsters,

amongotherthings.

IsawtheBMW resurfacing.Iyankedthe

steeringwheel.Tiresscreamedinagony,

smokeandburntrubberfillingthecabin.“Hold

on,holdon,holdon!”Ichant-screamed,hoping

Mphoheardme.

ImadeasharpturnandlefttheBMW inthe

dustandtoredownanotherstraightwithless

traffic.

Therearwindshieldexploded,shardslike

bulletspepperingtheinteriorleather.Iswerved,



Mphoscreaming.Theywerenowshootingatus!

Thecarspun,wheelstrailingsmoke.

Right!Swerve!BRAKE!

"Takethewheels"IsaidtoMphoreachingfor

mygunthatwasintheglovecompartment.He

wasprobablygoingtodrive120/hoursincehe

couldn'tstandthespeedIwason..Hewas

reluctantatfirstbutseeingtheBMW

approaching,hegotbehindthesteeringwheel

anddroveoff.

Gunshotssoundedout,Istartedreturningfire

ontheguysgivingchase.



TheBMW canbeseeninparallel.Thatwas

exactlywhereIwantedittobe.

Bang!goestheBMW afterbeingshotonthe

fueltankwhichmadetheenginebackfireand

explode.Thedriverlostcontrol,triedtoswerve

thecarbutitflew,didsomerotationsthen

finallycametothegroundupsidedown.

MphostoppedthecarIgotoutandwent

straighttothem.

"Whatifitexplodes"Mphoshoutedfrom

behind.

Itdidn'tlooklikeitwasgoingtoexplode.Icould

seethem trappedinthereandtheotherguy

triedreachingforthegun.Ishothim onceinthe



head.

IUnbuckledthedriveranddraggedhim outof

thecar.Hewasinjuredinhishandandwas

bleedingfrom thehead.

Idraggedhim allthewaytoourcar.Hewas

groaninginpain.

"Whosentyou?"IaskedafterIlaidhim nextto

ourcar.

"Suckmydick,princess"hespokeandIpicked

hisColombianaccentimmediately.Hewas

nevergoingtotellmesoIfinishedhim off.I

shotathim tillmybulletsranout.Iwenttothe

thedriver'sseatanddroveoff.Mphonevergot

out.Hejustmovedtothepassengerseatand



sattherelikehehasseenaghost.Hewas

goingtogetoveriteventually.

Iopenedtheroofaswedroveoffsinceourcar

wasaconvertible.Iputonsomenicejam and

drovelikenothinghappened.Imadeastopat

someshopandboughtussometracksuitswith

hoodiestowearincasetherewerepeople

followingus.Ievenboughtsunglasses.Mpho

wasshaken.Poorguy!

Idecidedtogobacktothehoteltofetchour

stuffandlefthim atsomerestaurant.

Itoldtherentalcompanysomesillystoryabout

whathappenedtotheircarandaskedthem to

putwhateverthecostofrepairswasintomy

creditcard.



Mphowasquietthroughouttheflighttillwegot

home.

"Areyougoingtotellmewhat'sbotheringyou

orshouldIbookyouatherapist?"Iasked

munchingonthesteersthatIjustorderedfor

us.IwascravingforMcDonaldbutbecauseof

Aiden,Ihadsecondthoughts.

"Steersmakesthebestchips"Isaidtakinga

handfulandMpholookedatmelikeIwasan

alien.

"Whoareyou?"Heasked

"It'sme.Zenia.Yourbestfriend"



"No!No!ThisisnottheZeniaIknow.Youare

themostheartlesspersonIhaveeverseen!

Nowyouareeatingthesechipslikeyouhaven't

justkilledtwomen"

"TheyweregoingtokillusifIdidn'tkillthem"

"Thatisnotthecase.Youmurderedthem like

theyweredogsandyoudidn'tevenshow

remorse.WhathappenedtoyouZenia?Did

prisonturnyouthisway?Youusedtocrywhen

kidsdieatthehospital.Idoubtyouwill,now"

"I'm stillthesameMpho.Iwasjustdefending

usfrom thosecriminalswhoweresenttokillus.

That'sall"



"Youshouldhaveseenyourfacewhenyou

shotatthatguyrepeatedly.I'm evenscaredto

benearyou"

"Youtoldmeyouwanttohelpmeoutwiththe

drugbusinessbutitwon'tworkoutifyouare

stilllikethis.Peopleneedtobekilledinthis

businessandatsomepointyouwillhavetodo

itoryougetkilled.Thechoiceisyours."

Hedidn'tsayathingbecauseNadiaandsome

guywalkedin.Iguessherbrotherdidn'ttellher,

hewasnotaround.Theguyshewaswithwas

tallandkindahandsome.HelookedlikeAiden

soIguesstheywererelated.

"Ineedtogoandrest.Wewilltalk"Mphotook

hisluggageandleft.



"Becarefuloutthere"Isaidandhewalkedout.

PoorMpho.

"Whereismybrother?"

"GoodafternoontoyoutooNadia.I'm verywell

thanksforasking"

Shechuckled"I'm greataswell,Zenia.Whereis

mybrother?"

"Idon'tknow.Ithoughthetellsyoueverything!"

"Howcanhetellmestuffwhenheisisfailing

totellyouhiswhereabouts.Iguessyouarenot

thatimportantafterall"



"Ladies!Ladies!Stopit!Hi,I'm Belhasa.Aiden's

cousin.YoumustbeZenia"hesmiledshowing

thoseperfectsetofteeth,fitforsensodyne

advert.

"NicetomeetyoutooBelhasa"Itookoutmy

handforahandshakebuthehuggedme

instead.Thehuglastedlongerthanitshould.

Hesmellednicetoo.

Nadiawasbusytryingtocallherbrother.Buthe

wasnotpickingup.

"I'm sureheisgoingtocomeback.Ididsend

him amessageaboutyoucoming.Ireallyhave

togo."Shesaidtothecousinandstormedout.

Sheseemedtobeinahurry.



Aidendidn'tcomebacksoIgavethecousina

spareroom.SundaymorningIwokeuptohim

makingbreakfastforus.Iwasplanningtoorder

someforussincetheonlythingIcouldcook

waseggs.Isometimesburnthem.

Wesatdownandateandhewastellingme

storiesabouthim andAiden.Theygrewup

togetherintheUAE.Heseemedlikeacoolguy.

Hetoldmestoriesabouttheshenanigansthey

gotuptowhengrowingup,.Wetalkedabouthis

job.Webasicallytalkedabouteverything.He

wasafunnyguytoo.

HeevenlikedKoreanseriessowespenttime

watchingthose.IcalledMphotocheckonhim

andhetoldmehewasfine.Hesoundedbetter

though.Thesoonerheacceptsthekindofa



personIwasthebetter.

BelhasaandIwerelaughingatsomejokehe

madewhenAidenentered.Itwaslike,hewasn't

expectingwhathewasseeing.Theshockinhis

eyeswasevidentwhenhesawhiscousin.

HecamebackSundayafternoonandIthought

hewasstayingfortheallwhitepartylater

tonightbutIguessitwasn'tpartoftheplan.

ThecousingreetedinArabicandgotuptohug

him.HereturnedthehugbutIcouldtellhehad

millionquestionsinhisface.Perhapsbecause

hecaughtuslaughingandlookinglikewewere

wellacquainted.

"BabecanIhaveawordwithyou,inthe



bedroom?"

Ifollowedsuitwithoutsayingaword.

"What'sgoingonhere?"

"Where?"Ilookedaroundtheroom.

"YouknowwhatI'm talkingabout?Whatismy

cousindoinghere?"

"Howam Isupposedtoknow?Ithoughthe

camewithyourgrandmotheranddecidedtoget

herefirstbeforeyou,Forreasonsknowntohim

andyouofcourse!Wasn'theatcapetownwith

you?"



"No.Whendidhegethere?"

"Yesterday!"

"Youmeantotellmeheslepthere?"

"Yep!"Isaidpoppingthep.

Hewasfuming.Hewastryingtohideitbyall

meansbutIcouldseeit.Ithoughthewouldbe

excitedtoseehiscousinbutoppositewasthe

case.Thiswasnottherighttimeformetobring

uptheDurbanissue.

OhwellIhopethecousinstayslongerthen,just

topisshim off!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!



Chapter65

Zenia'sPOV

Iwokeupverylatetoday.Iguessit'stheperks

ofworkingforyourself.Ihadnointentionof

goinganywhere.PerhapsIcouldgocheckmy

newhouse.Theinteriordesignerwasdoneand

Icouldmoveinanytime.Theproblem wasI

haven'ttoldAidenaboutmyplansofmoving

out.

Hedidn'tevendeservetoknowafterthebullshit

hehasbeendoingbehindmyback.Itooka

showerandwentdownstairs.IfoundBelhasa

settingatable.Aidenwasnowheretobeseen.I

checkedmyphoneandfoundamessagefrom



him tellingmehewenttothegym.

"Morning"belhasaspokeashecontinued

doingwhateverhewasdoing.

"Morning"Itookaseatatthetableandbelhasa

startedservingme.Gosh,Iwashungry.Ididn't

taketimeandstarteddiggingin.

"Mmm thistasteamazing.Areyouaparttime

chefbyanychance?"

"Iwish.I'm gladyoulovethefood.Iguessmy

effortdidn'tgodownthedrain".

WewerebusyeatingwhenAidenwalkedin.

Uponseeingus,hisfacialexpressionchanged.I

don'tknowwhatthedealbetweenhim andhis

cousinwasbutthereseemedtobeanunsolved



issue.

Belhasaofferedhim foodbutherefusedand

walkedupthestairs.AftereatingIhelpedwash

thedishes.

"What'sthedealbetweenyouandyour

cousin?"IaskedasIwaswashingthedishes

andbelhasawasdryingthem.

"Wearefine.It'sjustbeentoolongsincewe

saweachother"

"Ahcomeon.Icanseewhat'shappening!"

"IhadagirlfriendthatIdatedfor3yearsand

webrokeupbecauseIfoundherinbedwith



Aiden"

"Oh,sorry"that'sallIcouldsay.SoIguess

AidenthoughtBelhasawillsleepwithmeasa

revengeforwhathedidorthesetwobeen

sleepingwithother'sgirlfriendsforquitesome

time.

Afterthedishes,Idressedupandwenttocheck

thehousewithMpho.Everythingwasuptopar

andsecuritywasmoretighterthanAiden's

placesoIguessthiswastheperfectplacefor

menowthatIhadpeopleafterme.Itwasn'tfar

from Aiden'splacethough.

IgotbackandfoundthecousinswatchingTV.

Belhasahadmadedinnerandtheywereboth

eating.HeofferedmesomeandIjoinedthem

too.Aftereatingwesatandwatchedsome



movies.Aiden'sphonerangandhegotupand

answeredit,helatercamebackandtoldushe

hadalittleemergencytosortout.Timewas

8pm.IwastiredsoIdecidedtogosleepearly.

Belhasasaidhewasalsogoingtorest.

IwassleepingwhenIdreamtofsomeone

suffocatingmewithapillow.AtfirstItried

tellingthepersontostopbuthecontinued

suffocatingmetillIwasfightingformybreath.

That'swhenIrealizeditwasn'tadream,

somebodywasactuallytryingtosuffocateme.I

triedwithallthatIcouldtofighthim offbuthe

wasstronger,plusIwasevencaughtoffguard.

Igaveitmyalltogethim offmebuttonoavail.

ItriedscreamingbutIguessnobodycouldhear

me.

IwasabouttogiveupwhenIheardasoundof



somethinghittingaperson.TheguyfellandI

roseandcaughtmybreath.

Belhasahadhittheintruderwithacricketbat

andhefellbesidesthebed.Hehithim three

moretimestillhecouldn'tmoveanymore.

Aidenwasnowheretobeseen.

Belhasacalledthecopsandambulanceandthe

guywastakenaway.Iwouldhavelovedtodeal

withhim personallybutIhadnoenergy.Italso

seemedlikehewasnotgoingtomakeit.

Thecopswereabouttofinishtakinga

statementwhenAidenrushedtowhereIwas.

Uponseeinghim Ijustburstoutcrying.Ihad

refusedtogowiththeambulancesinceIfelt

better.



Hehuggedme."I'm sorrybabe"

"WasDurbannotenoughforyou?"Isaidwiping

thetears.

"What?"

"Iaskedifdurbanwasnotenoughforyouthat

youhadtocontinuedoingthisshitbehindmy

back.Ifyouaretiredofbeingwithmewhyare

younottellingme?"

Helookeddown,avoidinglookingatme.

"It'snotwhatyouthinkZenia"



"Ialmostdiedtodaywhileyouwerebusy

galavantingoutthere.It'sallthankstoyour

cousinthatI'm stillalive.I'm movingout"

"Thereisnoneedtomakeharshdecisions,ok?

I'm sorryIwasn'thereforyou.Ireallyam!"

"Blahblahblah.Youarenotevenapologizing

forcheating.Yourasshasbeencheatingonme

andyoudon'tseeanythingwrongwithit.You

havebeenlyingtomyfacewhileyouarebusy

goingbehindmybackwithwhoeveryouare

doingitwith.Ihatedishonesty"Ispokepacking

myclothesinmybag.Iwasliterallythrowing

them inthebag

"Babewait..."Hetriedtostopme.



"Waitforwant?SoImustwaitforyoutogrow

up?.Waitforyoutostopchasinghoes?.Wait

foryoutostopfuckinaround?Isthatwhatyou

wantfrom me?Waituntilyoudecidetobecome

aman.Ihavegotthingstodothanwaitforyour

ass,Aiden.Ican'tstandbeinghurtlikethis

whileIpretendalliswell.I'm stillhumanandI

havefeelings"

"Icanexplain.I'm reallysorry.Igotcarried

awaybutIstillloveyou.Ineverstoppedandit

neverchanged.Forgiveme.Ipromiseitwon't

happenagain"

Izippedmybaganddraggeditoutoftheroom.

Ididn'ttakeeverything.IpackedwhateverI

could.IhadalreadytextedMphoaskingto

comeandsleepthere.



"Babyplease"heranafterme.

Idraggedmybagsandignoredhim.

"Letmehelpyou".Belhasaspoketakingmy

bag.

"Ohbuttoff,willyou?.Thishasnothingtodo

withyou.Whycan'tyoujustmindyourown

businessonceinyourlife"Aidenshoutedathim.

"I'm helpingZeniaout.Thishasnothingtodo

withyoutoo!"

"Thisismygirlfriend.Soithaseverythingtodo

withme"



Belhasalaughedandspokesomethingin

Spanishthatsoundedlike"youwerefucking

anothergirlwhenicalled"

IwasbecomingfluentinSpanishfrom working

withalltheseSpanishcriminals.

Toshowthatitwastrue,Aidendidn'treplyto

him.Insteadhetriedtobegmetostay.

"Icandriveyoutowhereveryouaregoing!"

Belhasatookmybagandledtheway.Hedrove

metoMpho'splaceandleftmethere.Heasked

ifIwouldneedanythingandItoldhim Iwas

fine.

ThenextmorningIwokeuptoadozenrosesall

overtheapartment.Theywerefrom Aiden.



Therewereevencountlessmissedcalls.A

personwillgooutandcheatthenactlikeitwas

amistake.No,youknewwhatyouweredoing,

stopactinglikeitwasanaccident.These

flowerswerenotgoingtocutit.

"Thesearebeautifulchomi"Mphosaid

touchingsomeoftheflowers.

"Hecheatedonmeandhenowthinksflowers

willmakemeforgivehim"

"Sleepwithhiscousinthensoyoucanbeeven.

IsawthatArabguy,damnheishot"

"Beasfebealonechomiandleavemealone

tuu"



"WellchomiI'm tryingtofindawaytohealyour

brokenheartapha."

"Ineedavacationforamonth.That'stheonly

thingthatcanhealme."

"I'm sureheissorryandhewon'tdoitagain.

Justhearhim outbeforeyoutakethatvacation

ofyours.Imagineifyoudisappearforawhole

month.It'sgoingtokillhim ifhedoesn'tknow

whereyouare"

"Whosesideareyouonchomi?"

"BabeI'm onyours.Ijustwantyouguystofix

yourthingsbeforeit'stoolate.Nextthingwe

know,heisgettingengagedtothechickhehas

beencheatingwith"



"Lethim!"

"Butyoulovehim.Heisyourmanunlessyou

wanttogobacktodatingThabisoandthelikes"

Myphonerang.itwasAngel.Ianswered.

Zenia:heyyou!

Angel:pleasebecarefuloutthere.Guzmanis

onyourtail.Raymanagedtogethim tohis

side.(Shewaswhispering)

Zenia:youmeantotellmethepersonwhohave

beentryingtokillmeallalongisGuzman.



Angel:Idon'tthinkhewantstokillyou.Iheard

him talkingaboutkidnappingyou.Theyare

comingforyourdruglabs.

Zenia:thanksfortheheadsup

Angel:Igottago!

Shehungup.

ThelastthingIneededwashavingGuzman

afterme.Notonlywastheguydangerousbut

heneverbackedofftillhegetswhathewanted.

IcoulddealwithRayandJameswitheasebut

dealingwithGuzmanneededmetobringallmy

skillstothetable.Theyweredefinitelynotupto

parwithhis.



IspentthewholedayignoringAiden.Adrian

triedcallingbutIignoredhim too.Mphowasa

goodhostandhewasgivingmeallthespaceI

needed.

Myphonerang.Thistimearounditwasan

internationalnumber.Ididn'twanttoanswer

butthenIrealizeditcouldbeanyofmyclients.

Man:thedruglabinColombiaisonfire!

Zenia:what?whatdoyoumeanit'sonfire!

Man:it'sburningdownmam.Wetriedallthat

wecouldbutwecouldn'tsaveit.

Islumpedonthecouch,defeated!



Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter66

Zenia'sPOV

Ididn'twanttogetoutofbedtoday.Iwokeup

sicksogettingupwasnotanoption.What

GuzmandidwasenoughtosendmetoICUbut

inspiteofeverythingIshallriseagain.

Gettinghim offmybackwasnotgoingtobe

easybutitwasariskIwaswillingtotakeor

elseIwasgoingtoloseeverything.Myphone

vibrated,itwasAiden.Iignoredhim.Ididn't

wanttohearanythingfrom him whileIhad

importantthingsIwasdealingwith.



GoingtoColombiawasthelastthingonmy

mind.IfIgothere,Imightnevercomeback.

Guzmanwasprobablyplanningtokidnapme

there.Iwasgoingtofixeverythingfrom home.

Iaskedtoseemysisterbeforesheleavesfor

Colombia.Apparentlyheallowedhertoremain

behindashermotherwasnotwell.Itwasnone

ofmybusinesswhetherMaggiewaswellornot.

Mysisteragreedtomeetupsowemetupthe

nextday.

"WeshouldPlanyouranniversary..Ibetit's

goingtobelit"Isaidtoherandshejustsmiled

shyly.

Ismiledback."Sowhenareyouhavingalittle



Guzmanjnr?"

"SoonIhope"

Iwasdoingallthesetryingtofindhowher

relationshipwaswithGuzman.Shewasnever

gonnasayhowthingswerebetweenthem ifI

askeddirectly.IhaveestablishedthatGuzman

likedhavingthingsdonehiswayandtherefore

whateverhesaysgoes.Therewerealso

rumoursofhim beingabusive.

"Iwantout"shestartedsobbing.

"What?Why?"

"Heisabusive.Ican'thavealifeofmyown



withouthim tellingmehowtolivemylife.He

tellsmewhattowear.Hecompletelyshutsme

offfrom theothers.TheonlylifeIhaveison

socialmediaandhealsoregulateswhatI

shouldpost.Foramanofhiscalibreyouwould

evenwonderwherehegetthetimetodoall

these.Iheardhedoesitwithallhiswives.We

arenotfree"

"Thendivorcehim!"

"Itoldhim onceandhethreatenedtokillme.

Hesaidheistheonewhowilldivorcemeonce

heisdonewithme"

"Perhapswecanusethisopportunitytoget

backathim forallthathehasdoneforyou"



"Anddowhat?"

"HeburntmylabinColombia.Ineedtoavenge

whathedid"

"Zenia,Guzmanisdangerous.Moredangerous

thanyouthink.Ihaveseenthatmancutting

peopleintopieces."

"Lookyouneedtohelpmehelpyou.Youmay

staywithhim foraslongashewantsbutwhen

heisdonewithyou,hemaystillcutyouinto

pieces.Ineedtoinfiltratehisbusinessand

makehim weakerwhenheleastexpecthim

thenI'llgetyououtofthismarriage"

"Whatareyouplanningtodo?"



"Hijackinghisdrugs.Ijustfindouttherethat

heisplanningtotransporthismoneyanddrugs

toasecretlocation.Ineedtogetmyhandsin

allthat"

"What?Areyoucrazy.Ioverheardhim talking

aboutyouhijackingRay'sdrugs.Thatisnotthe

same.Youcan'tdothatinhiscountry.Hewill

squashyou.AndthedrugsandMoneybeing

transportedisn'tjustamerethousandsormere

kgofdrugs.It'salot.Healwayshaveheavily

armedguystransportingeverything"

"Don'tunderestimateme.AllIneedisinside

informationonhowheisplanningtodoitandI

willdotherest.Youneedtostartdigging

around.Listentohisconversation"

"Idon'tunderstandSpanishwhichiswhyheis



foreveronhisphonearoundmewithno

worries"

"Recordhim andforwardeverythingtome"

"Andifhecatchesme?...I'llbedead"

"Thisguywillkillyouforthemerefactthatyou

mentioneddivorce.Let'sdothisandyouwillbe

free"

"Fine.Let'sprayitworks"

Imayhavesoundedconfidentwhentalkingto

AngelbutIhadmydoubts.Thiswasoneofthe

biggestprojectsIeverworkedon.I'dhaveto

hireguysandtrucksaswellasgetweapons



inordertogetthingsdone.Itwouldcostalotof

moneyandifitfailsitmeansIwouldlose

money.ProbablyallthatIhadbutifIsucceed

thenwewillbetalkinganotherlanguage.

Ispentaboutamonthplanningoneverything.I

hadaguyreportingeverythingtomefrom that

sideandAngelwasdoingagoodjobuptoso

far.Howeverhewasn'tsayingmuchandthat

meantshemightenduphavingtostealsome

ofhisdocuments.Itwasn'teasy,Iknow.Butthe

onlywayIwouldgetmysisteroutofthis

marriagewastodisarm him.Shewashelping

meoutwhileIwouldalsohelpherout.Money

makesthingshappenandifItookthataway

from him thenhalfofourproblemswouldbe

solved.Theplanwastoburndownallofhis

druglabsthatIknewof.Fightfirewithfire!.I

wouldtakehismoneyanddestroythesource.

ButthequestioniscouldItrustmysister?



IgottomyworkplaceandfoundAidenwaiting

forme.IresignedasanurseandIhave

establishedalogisticbusiness.Itwasn'tthe

biggestbutslowlybutsurelyitwouldbehuge.

"Howlongareyouplanningtoignoreoravoid

me?"Heaskedfollowingmetomyoffice.

"Foraslongasitbringsmepeaceofmind"

"I'm sorryZenia.Ireallyam andnotadaygoes

bywithoutmeregrettingwhatIdid.Itwas

stupidandunnecessary.Imissyou.Imissus.

Atleastgivemeachancetoexplainmyself"

"Ihavethingstodo.Ihavebeenbusy.Youcan

alsofindsomethingandbebusy"



"Ouch.ihavecuttieswiththatgirlsandIhave

blockedhereverywhere.Wehaven'tbeen

talkingforamonthorso

"AndwhereexactlydoIfitin,inthat

statement?"

"Stophurtingmelikethis"hewalkeduptome.

Heheldmyfaceandkissedme..Ididn'tfightit

insteadIreturnedthekiss.

"I'm sorry"hespokeinbetweenthekisses.

"I'm sorrytoo"Ipulledoutandwalkedoutand

lefthim there.



"Zenia!Babe!Please"HecalledaftermeandI

ignoredhim.Ididn'tneedsuchstresswhenI

hadsuchabigprojectaheadofme.

Gunswereready,strongmenwerefoundand

wewerereadytoattack.Thehijackwasina

week'stimeandIcouldfeelthatIhadlesstime

onmyhands.Ihadnotimeleftwhatsoever.

EverythingwascomingalrighteventhoughI

haven'tsetafootthere.Theonlyproblem Ihad

wasAngel.Shecouldbetraymeandthismight

actuallybetheendofmetryingtomakeitout

thereinthedrugworld.

Mysisterwascommunicatingwithmeabout

everysinglethingthatwashappening.Shehad

foundtheplanhewasgoingtousetransporting

hisdrugsandmoney.Hewasplanningtouse

thetrashpickuptrucksanditwilllooklikethey



werepickinguptrashinthestreets.The

picturesofthetruckmodelsandcolourwere

sentandwegotthereplicas.Howevershe

foundoutthattheywerenotallgoingtousethe

sameroute.Outofthe6organized,onlyfour

willhavethestuff.

Ourplanwastodivertthefourtruckswiththe

moneyanddrugstoourplannedwarehouse

andsendtheoneswithtrashtotheirmeetup

place.Whereverthatis.

IwasstillwaitingforAngeltotellmethe

destinationandtheroutestheyweretaking.

Withoutthose,wecouldn'tdomuch.Wealso

neededthetimeofdeparturesowecanknow

whentoambushthedrivers.

Thiswasthefinalpiecetothepuzzleandmy

sisterpromisedtogetitallforme.She



promisedthatI'llgetthemapandeverything

tomorrowmorningbefore10am.

Shewassupposedtogivethem totheguyI

wasworkingwith.Shewasgoingtoleaveitat

sometrashcannearacertainrestaurantandhe

wasgoingtopickthem upaftershehasleft.

Howevertheguycalledmeandtoldmeshe

nevercame.

Itriedcallingherbutherphonewasdead.Her

lastseenonWhatsappwasactuallythe

previousnight.Iwasstartingtogetworried.

Thedaywentbywithouthearinganythingfrom

her.YouhavenoideahowworriedIwas.Iwas

actuallyscaredforher.



IhadtoldtheguyIwasworkingwithtoseeifhe

cangetholdofHer.Itwasnoteasytoenter

Guzman'spalacebutIwashopinghewould

hearsomethingfrom someone.Wehadaguy

from insidewhohasbeencommunicatingwith

ushereandtherebutwhenIgotholdofhim,he

didn'tknowwhereshewas.Nobodyhasseen

hersincethepreviousnight.

Guzmanprobablyfoundoutwhatshewas

doingandkilledher.

Myphonerang.Itwastheguyfrom Colombia,

Diego.

Diego:heycanyoutalk?

Zenia:yeswhatisit?



Diego:IjustfoundoutthatGuzman'swifewas

foundmurderedinhercar.Shehasbeenshot

15times.

Zenia:what?OhmyGod.Isitmysister?

Diego:Ijustheardontheradio..heridentityhas

beenhidden

Itbetterbesomeoneelse.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter67

Aiden'sPOV



"AidendidyouhearwhatIsaid?"Myfather

askedandIjustnodded.Ididn'treallyhearwhat

hesaidbutithadsomethingtodowithivanna.I

thinkshecancelledtheirsocalledmeetingonce

again.Heshouldreallysticktodoingbusiness

withheroverthephonebecausethemeeting

wasnotgoingtohappen.Mydadcouldn't

believeitwhenhefoundoutthativannawasa

lady.AtfirsthethoughtitwasIvanor

somethingalongthoselines.

IbelievethispersonwasrelatedtoSantiago.

Thewayshedoesherbusinesswasdefinitely

Santiago'sstyleofdoingthings.Plusthefact

thatshewasfrom Colombia.Shewasprobably

hisrelative.Howevernobodyhadreallyseen

howshelookedlike.

"Areyouok?Wehavebeentalkingtoyoufor



quitesometimenow."Mysistershookme.

"Ohhegotdumped!"Adriansaidwithasmile

"Bythatcriminal?"Mymom asked.

"WhydoyouguyshateZeniasomuchthough.

Poorgirlhasneverdoneanythingwrongtoyou

guys."?Adrianspoke.

"Wellbringyourgirlfriendsowecanshowyou

thatwedolovepeoplewhodotherightthings

inlife.Notcriminals"Nadiasaidplayingwith

herphone.

"Lookatthekettlecallingthepotblack.The

lasttimeIcheckedyouwerecriminals"Itook



myjacketandwalkedoutonmyfamily.They

wereheretomindmybusinessasusual.ididn't

eveninvitethem over.

AfterthefalloutwithZenia,thingshaven'tbeen

goingwellwithme.Shejuststartedignoringme

butneverreallytoldmethatitwasover

betweenus.ithasbeenalmosttwomonths

withouthergivingmethechancetoredeem

myselfbutIwasnotgoingtogiveuponheror

us.

Itwasfrustratingtobehonest.Iwouldcalland

textandgetnoreply.Icouldn'tevengotoher

housebecausethesecuritywassotightand

theydidntallowmeinwithoutaresident's

approval.Iresortedtogoingtoherworkplace

anditkindaworkedeventhoughshewalkedout

onme.Wekissed.That'sthegoodsignright?



Icouldseesomethingwasbotheringher

althoughshewasn'ttellingme.Itdefinitelyhad

todowiththedrugsandIwishIcouldhelp.So

insteadofwhiningabouthernotgivingmea

chance,Idecidedtogoseeheragain.

IwashopingIwouldfindheratherworkplace.I

heardoneofGuzman'swifewasfound

murderedbutdetailsweresketchyastowhoit

was.Hopefullyitwasn'thersister.

Ifoundherbusywithsomepaperwork.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Sheaskedwithouteven

raisingherheadtocheckme.

"Icametoseeyou!"



Sherolledhereyes."I'm notinthemoodto

listentoyoursorryass.IhavebeentellingyouI

havethingstodo.I'm busy"

Iwalkeduptoher,turnedthechairtowardsme

soshecouldfaceme.Talkingwasdefinitely

notworkingperhapssomeactionwilldo.

Shegotupandpushedmetothechair.

"Youhavebecomeacrybaby.It'ssosad"she

spoketakingoffmypants.Iknowwhatshe

wantedtodoandIjusthopedandprayedshe

doesn'tstop.Andshedidn't.Shegavemea

greatblowjob.

SheactuallyrodemeinawayInever



anticipated.Forsomeonewhowasmadatme,

itallwentwell.Aftersexshequicklygot

dressedandIdidthesame.Sheaskedmeto

leave.

Ididn'treallyexpectsomecuddlingand

WhatnotbutIthoughtwewillsitandtalkabout

thewayforwardorsomethingalongthoselines

butshetoldmeshewasbusyandhadthingsto

do.

Ithurtsmyfeelings.However,shewouldstill

callmetocomeseeheranditwasallforsex.

Shewouldgreetmeandwouldwanttoget

downtobusinessinstantly.

Whenshecalledmetocomeseeherather

housethenextday,Iwasgladthatwewould



findchancetotalkandofficiallygetback

together.AtthisverymomentIwasjustbeing

usedforsexandithurtsme.Sheofferedme

wineandIwasnowexcitedthatthiswasmy

chance,howevershegulpeditandaskedmeto

dothesamesowecouldgetdowntobusiness.

Imagine!

Thewholethingnowsoundedlikeabusiness

deal.Sexwithherwasbetterthannotgetting

anythough.

"Youneedtoleave"shewokemeupasIwas

dozingoffafterourlovemakingsession.

"What?Why?Istheresomeonecomingover?"

"Doesitmatter?.JustleaveAiden."



"Areyouseeingsomeone?Whydoyoukeepon

hurtingmelikethis?"

"Blahblahblah.ByeAiden"shesaidpushing

meoutofherbedroom door.Iwasn'teven

dressedyet.IfshewasseeingsomeoneIwas

goingtofindoutandhebetterprayIdon'taymy

handsonhim!

*****

Zenia'sPOV

Mysister'sdisappearancewasstressingme

out.Isleptwithoutgettingfullinformationasto

whetherthedeceasedwasherornot.



Somethingswouldstressyoutoapointwhere

youwouldevencrossabusyroadwithout

looking.Shewasn'ttheonlyonestressingme,

theheistthatwasinfewdayswasgivingme

sleeplessnights.

Diegocalledmearound3am totellmethatthe

murderedwomanwasnother.Youcould

imaginethereliefigotwhenIheardthatbutthe

problem wasshewasstillMissing.

Aidencameinattherighttime.Ididn'tevengive

him achancetolament.Ireallyneededsome

steamysexandhewasjusttherightmanfor

that.Imaginehavingtostartoverwithsomeone

whodoesn'tevenknowthatI'm adrugdealer.I

wasnotcondoningwhathedidbuthewas

reallysorryanddeservedachance.



I'dcallhim upforsexwheneverIfeltlikeitand

hewouldcomebutyoucouldseethathewas

frustratedfrom notgettingthechancetotalk.

3dayswentbywithoutmysisterbeingfound.I

decidedtoflytoColombiatolookforher.

IwaslyinglowtoavoidGuzmanfindingoutI

wasthere.JustsixhoursaftermyarrivalIgota

phonecallfrom angeltellingmeshewasfine

butshejustcouldn'tgetholdofme.

ShesaidGuzmantookhiswivesandkidstoa

hidingplacebecausesomebodywastargeting

hisfamily.Sothismeanshedidn'tknowwhat

shewasdoingIguessorperhapshewas

pretendinglikehedidn'tknow.



Whenaskedaboutthemap,shedirectedmeto

whereitcouldbefound.Isentsomeonetoget

itandtheydidfindit.Howeversomethingwas

notright.

"Changeofplans.Weneedtohijackthetrucks,

fewminutesaftertheirdeparture"Isaidto

Diegoaswelookedatthemap.

"What?Why?Thatismoredangerous.Wewill

Getkilled."

"Nowewon't.Ithinkheknowsourplan.Evenif

hedoesn't.Thereisapossibilitythatthereis

anotherplanheisgoingtouseandthefirstone

wastheretoconfusetheenemy.Heknowsthat

therecouldbesomeoneinhiscirclewhomight

trytohijackhim sowearechangingeverything.

Soweneedtotakethetrucksbeforetheytake



differentroutes"

"AreyouhearingyourselfZenia?.Theremight

bemoresecurityintheirpointofdepartureand

theywillshootus"

"Theyaredepartingfrom thecityanditwillbe

easytotaketheguysout.Weneedtwosnipers

Whowillbehidingintwooppositeflats."

"Thisissolastminute....Ihaveonlyoneguy

whocanshootatargetfrom adistance.We

shouldhavehiredtheprofessionalsniperin

time"

"Icandoit"



"What?"Helaughed."Youcan'tmiss.Ifyou

miss,allhellwillbreaklose"

Gosh!Iwastiredofbeingundermined!

HowmanytimesdoIhavetoexplainmyself

thatIcandocertainthings.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter68

Zenia'sPOV

Thedayfortheheistcameandwehadtowake

upveryearlyforpreparations.Diegowas

scepticalaboutsomeofthethingsIwastelling

him,ifnoteverything.Butthatdidn'tmeanIhad

togiveupwithouttrying.Itfeltlikewewere



chasingthewindsincewewerenotsosure

aboutalotofthings.

Istickedwiththenewplan.TheroadGuzman

chosehadnotrafficsowecreatedourownto

delayeverything.Webroughtfewcarsand

driverswhopretendedtobegoingonwiththeir

normalliveswhileinfacttheywerenot.That's

whenweambushedthedriversandtheguards

andshotatthem withthesniperrifles.There

weresixtrucksaltogether.Thefirstoneandthe

lastweretheretoprotecttheonesinthemiddle

thathadthestuff.Theguysatthegroundshot

atthefirstTruckwhileIshotatthesecond

andthethirdtrucksandtheothersnipershot

theonesattheback.Ididn'tevenmissasoul

andtheseguyswereoutherethinkingI'llruinit.

TheplanwasfortheguystojumpInthetrucks

anddriveoffwiththedrugs,thetrafficwill

openupsotheycangetoffeasilyanditwill



thenbecreatedatthebacksothatitwon'tbe

easyforGuzman'smentochaseafterus.The

guysdidn'tgetfarbeforetheystartgivingchase

butIandtheotherguyremainedinour

positionstoshootattheoneschasingthem.

Theotherguysbroughtthereplicasofthe

trucksouttocausemoreconfusionso

Guzman'smencanendupchasingthewrong

trucks.

Itdidn'ttakelongtogetthejobdone.We

outnumberedGuzman'smenplustheywere

caughtoffguard.Theguysmanagedtoget

awaywiththedrugsandmoneytothe

designatedplace.Howevertheycouldn'tburn

Guzmán'slabs.Theyonlymanagedtoburnone.

Thatwastheleastofmyproblems.AslongasI

hadhismoneyanddrugs.



IwenttherelateronwithDiegotocheck.The

drugswereenoughtosupplyourclientsfor

atleastfourmonths.Everyonegotpaidbut

someguysgotshottodeath.Thewholething

wasalloverthenews.

"Damngirl!Ihonestlythoughtyouwerenot

goingtopullitoff..manypeopletriedtorob

Guzmanandalwaysfailed."Diegosaidlooking

atthemoney.

"WellI'm notothers"

"Iswearheisgoingcrazywhereverheis"

"Hewillgetoveriteventually.Someofthis

moneywillbeusedtogetthelabbacktoits



feet.Thedrugswillremaininhereandyouwill

besupplyingthem from thislocation"

"Yesboss"

"Therestofthemoneywillbetransportedto

Mexicoanditwillremainthere"

"Cool".

IleftthecountrybeforeGuzmancouldholdme

hostage.Diegowoulddomostofthethingsand

Itrustedhim.Hewasnotoneoftheguyswho

wereworkingintheColombialab.Itookhim

from MexicotocomeovertherebecauseI

trustedHim.



IgothomeandfoundAidenthere.ididmention

Iwascomingbackwhenheaskedon

Whatsapp.Therewasaromanticsetupthat

startedfrom thedoortothebedroom.Ididn't

evenaskwhoallowedhim in.Heprobablytook

thekeythelasttimehewashere.

"Ihaverunyouawarm bath.IknowColombian

flightcanbetiring"

"Thanks"

Aftertakingthebathiatethedinnerhehad

preparedforus.

"IknowImaynotdeserveyourforgivenessbut

GodknowsI'm sorry.Ifuckedupandyoumay

nevertrustme.Butjustgivemeachanceto



showthatIcanbeabetter"

"Fine"!

"What?Doyoumeantotellmethatyouwant

ustotryagain?"

"Yeahit'scool"

"Thanksalotbabe"hehuggedme.

Myphonerang.ItwasAngel!

Angel:heylilsis

Zenia:heyAngel.



Angel:sohowdiditgo?

Zenia:howdidwhatgo?

Angel:youknowwhatImean?Thehijacking.

Zenia:notsogood.Wewaitedatthatplaceand

thetrucksnevershowedup.

Angel:what?areyousure?

Zenia:howcanInotbesure?.Thetrucksnever

showedupsothereforetherewasnothingto

hijack.Didsomethinghappenthatyouknow

aboutandIdon't.



Angel:no....wellIheardGuzmanwashijacked

soIthoughtyouwereinvolved.Iwashoping

youcanfinallyhelpmegetout.

Zenia:doyoureallywantoutthough?

Angel:whywouldyouevenask?OfcourseIwant

out.

Zenia:wellsomebodyhijackedyourhusband

andbeatmetoit.Asforyougettingout.I'llsee

whatIcando.

Ihungup.

Angelwasgivingmeweirdsignals.Icouldtell

whenshewasgenuineaboutsomething.Like



thefirsttimewetalkedaboutthehijacking,she

seemedreallyintoitbutwhenwetalkedabout

theplan.Shesoundeddifferent.Evenwiththis

phonecall.Herhusbandprobablywantedto

findoutifIdidthejob.Therewasbetrayalfrom

hersidebutitdoesn'tmatter.IgotwhatI

wanted.

IwasnowfocusedongettingtheColombian

labbacktoitsfeetaswellasstartingothersin

othercountries...withthemoneyIhad,itwasn't

goingtotakeforever.Therestofthemoney

wasgoingtobuyafleetoftrucks.

AidenbecamewhatIcancallabettermanafter

gettingthesecondchance.Ineverreallyfound

outthegirlhewascheatingwithandperhapsit

wasbetterthatway.Itwasallgood.Thedrug

businesswasnolongerstressingmeandso



wasmyrelationship.Ididn'thearanything

aboutGuzmanretaliating.

IwasbusyattheofficethisotherdaywhenI

receivedacallfrom anunknownnumber.I

answeredit.

Zenia:hello

Mary:heyZeniaitsMary!

Zenia:ohhelloMary,howareyou?

Mary:I'm notgoodatall

Zenia:what'swrong?



Mary:canyoutalktoAidenformeplease?He

blockedmeeverywhereandheisnowacting

likewewereneverathing.

Zenia:youmeantotellmethatyouarethe

personhewasdating?

Mary:duh!Soyoudidn'tknow?

Zenia:wow!Wondersshallneverend.

Mary:ohcomeon.I'm thereasonyouareoutof

jailmoghel.stopactingsospecial

Zenia:youknowwherehelives.Iwantsnothing

todowithyourbusinesses.



Mary:justtellhim thatIjustfoundoutim

pregnant.

Zenia:youarewhat?

Mary:pregnant,Zenia.Sinceyoucouldn'tgive

him kids,youshouldbethankfulI'm doingitfor

you.

ThepainIfeltwaslikeIwasbeingstabbedin

theheart,repeatedly!Idon'tknowwhetherit

wasbecausethegirlhecheatedwithwasMary

orthefactthatshewaspregnant!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter69



Zenia'sPOV

IwaswokenupbyAidenashecametomy

place.IdozedoffwatchingTVplusIdranka

bottleofwine.Onebottleneverhurtanybody.

"Heybabe"hegreetedwithahugandakisson

theforehead

"Hey"

"Haveyoubeencrying?"Heaskedsittingnext

tome.

"No,why?"



"Don'tlietome.Youreyesarepuffy.What's

goingon?"

"Yourgirlfriendcalledtosayshewaspregnant.

ItmighthavehurtabitsoIcried"

"Zeniabeserious"

"YoutoldthatchickIcan'thavekidsandthat's

isallshepostaboutlately.ReallyAiden?.

Couldn'tyoufindanotherwayofmessingme

upifyoureallywantedto?"

"Sheislying.Maryismanipulative.Im Sureshe

justgotyournumbersrecentlysoshecan

harassyou.Andthebabythingwasa

conversationbetweenmeandMason.She

probablyoverheadit!"hegotupandstarted



pacingupanddownwhileIremainedseated.

"Marywasmyfriend.Themostpainfulthing

aboutthisisyoumadesomeoneWhowas

closetomepregnant.Whywouldyoudosucha

thing?"

"Ididn'tknow.Iswear.imetheronInstagram

andwantedhertohelpmegetthetapefrom

Raymond.Sheneversaidanythingabout

knowingyou.sheislyingaboutthepregnancy"

"ButyouknewshewassleepingwithRaymond.

Youtwohaveathingforsharingthesame

pussiesne?"

"Don'ttalklikethat."



"OfallpeopleyouhavetogoforMaryand

worse,makeherpregnant.Howmanytimesdid

youdoit?"

"Well...um...maybe8times"

"Ihateyou.Ireallydo.Youandthatchickcan

gogetmarriedandlivehappilyeverafter.You

cangodothat!"

"Don'tsaythat...I'llfixit.Ipromise.I'm really

sorry"

"Blahblahblah.Youprobablydidthistospite

me.ToremindmethatIwon'thavetheprivilege

ofhavingkidsthenaturalway.Idon'tevenwant

yourkids"



"IunderstandyouareangryandI'm sorry.

Pleasedon'tgiveuponus"

"Whatever.Getout!"

AidenleftandIdecidedtobookmyselfasolo

vacationsoIcanunwindandrelax.ineededit

orIwasgoingtolosemymind!.

********

Aiden'sPOV

ThiswasthelastthingIneeded.IjustFixed

thingswithZeniaandMarywantedtoruinit.I

havealwaysusedcondomswithherandshe

assuredmeshewasalsooncontraceptives.So



thispregnancythingwasdefinitelyalie.

Ouraffairwasnotevennecessaryifyouaskme.

ThefirsttimeIhadsexwiththischickwasfew

weeksafterZeniawasinjail.Iwasgoing

throughalotofemotionsandIfeltlikeshewas

notgoingtocomeoutHenceImetwiththat

chickandhadsex.Toreleasestress.Ididn't

likeherbeyondsexhenceIputastoptoit.

Ithenaskedhertohelpmegetthetapeand

shewaswillingtohelp.Weneverreallystopped

talkingandwhenZeniastartedtravelingalot,I

usedherforsex.Shewasalwaysavailableand

itwasforfun.Nothingmore.Sheevenbegged

metotakeherandherfriendtoDurbanjulyand

iendedupagreeingandbroughtmasonalong.

Itwasn'tworthit.Italmostcostedmemy

relationshipandthiswasthelastthingthis



relationshipneeded.

ThenightofthateventIwasdrunkandas

muchasIusedacondom,itmighthavecame

offorburstedorMaryremovedit.Whatifshe

stolethecondom andwentforartificial

insemination.Anythingispossiblewithagirl

likeMary.

Iwenttoseeher.

"Lookatwhatthecatdraggedin.Howareyou

AidenKhan"shesaidasIgotintoher

apartment.ThiswasactuallythefirsttimeIwas

goingthere.Ihadtocallandaskforthe

address.Ouraffairwasdoneinhotels.

"Stayawayfrom mygirlfriend.Letthisbethe



lasttimeshereceivedacallfrom you."Isaidto

herwithoutevensittingdown.

"Zenismyfriend.Youdon'ttellmewhattodo.

Ithoughtthefirstthingyouwillaskaboutisour

son"

"Son?Nothavinganysonwithyou.Youare

delusional.Youarenotpregnantanyways."

"Ohyeah?Howaboutwegotoseeadoctorof

yourchoiceforascan.IevenprayedIhavea

babyboy.Hopefullythegodswillanswermy

prayer"shelookedandsoundedsoconfident

thatshewasindeedpregnantandthisjust

stressedmemore.

"Let'sgotothedoctor.Ineedtobesure"



"Worrynotfuturebabydaddy"shespoke

rubbinghertummy

Wewenttothedoctorandindeedshewas

pregnant.Youshouldhaveseenthe

disappointmentinmewhenIfoundoutthatshe

wastellingthetruth.iwishthegroundcould

openandswallowme.Thiswasastupid

mistakethatwasnotsupposedtohappenatall.

"Havetheabortion...I'llgiveyouR250000to

terminate!"Isaidtoheraswegotintomycar.

Shelaughed"nothappening"

"R500000"



"NoAiden!"

"Amillionthen.Please"Ibegged.

"Mmm soundstemptingbutno.Thischildwill

beworthmorealivethandead.Seeya"she

walkedoutofthecarandwenttoGod'sknows

where.

IwasevenashamedtocallZeniaandtellher

thatindeedMarywaspregnantandshewas

refusingabortion.PerhapsIneededtobenice

inordertowinhertrustsoIcanputsome

abortionpillsinherteaorjuice.Ijustcouldn't

fathom theideaofhavingachildwiththatgirl.

Godforbid!



IcalledmyFriendmason.Ijustneededto

someonetotalkto.Maybehewillcomewitha

betteridea

Aiden:hello

Mason:heyKhan.Missedme?

Aiden:imessedup

Mason:what'sgoingon.whatdidyoudo?

Aiden:rememberthechickfrom DurbanJuly?

Mason:theoneyouhavebeenbangingfora

while?



Aiden:yeah.Sheispregnant.

Mason:Ididtellyoushewasagolddigger,And

toldyoutoweartwocondoms

Aiden:okfine.YoutoldmebutnowI'm stuck

betweenarockandahardplace.

Mason:doesZeniaknows?

Aiden:yeahsheisthefirstpersonMarytold!

Mason:shit!Howdidshetakeit?

Aiden:notsogood.ShecriedandIcouldtell



shewasdisappointed.

Mason:That'sagoodthing!

Aiden:Andwhyisthatagoodthing?

Mason:thethingisyourgirlfriendismorelikely

tokillyouifyoukeeponmessingup.Soifshe

crieditmeansshestillhaveaheartandstillfeel

painandmightnotkillyou!

Aiden:youaredrunk.Zeniaisasweetsoul.I

justkeeponmessingup.

Mason:ohyeah?Idon'tknowifit'sjailor

Santiagobutthatgirlisnolongerthesame.I

won'tbesuprisedifIeverhearthatshehas



startedawarwithaguylikeGuzman.NotthatI

haveanythingagainstbadgirls.YouknowIlove

them.I'm justworriedthatyoudon'tseewhat

I'm seeing.

Aiden:youarecrazy.Stopassumingweird

thingsaboutZenia.Shemightselldrugsbutit's

notthatserious.ForgetZen.Maryrefusedto

haveanabortion.Ineedhelpgettingridofthat

baby.

Mason:askZenia.Shewilldoitforya

Aiden:I'm seriousMason.

Mason:fine.Let'skillMarythenproblem

solved.Ineverlikedheranyways!



Aiden:Areyouserious?That'sextrememan

Mason:itwilllooklikeanaccident.

Tohaveanannoyingbabymamafortherestof

mylifeortoenditall?

That'sthequestion!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter70

Aiden'sPOV

IwokeupandwenttoZenia'splace.Ihadto

makesurewewerestillinarelationship.The

nextthingIknowI'llfindanewmanwhohas

replacedmeovernight.PhelaIwasjusttoldto



getout.Nootherthingmentionedafterthat.

IfoundMphoatZenia'splaceandhetoldme

shewentonavacation.ItseemedlikeMpho

didn'tevenknowwhyshewentthereallofa

sudden,becausehewasaskingmeifIdid

somethingthatupsether.OfcourseIdenied

havingdoneanything.

Ileftafterfindingoutshewasn'tthere.Iwas

hurtshedidn'ttellmethough.Mybiggest

stressorwasMaryandthepregnancy.Idid

thinkaboutwhatMasonsuggestedbutkilling

herandaninnocentsoulmightbealittlebittoo

harsh.Iwasnotthatheartless.Masononthe

otherhandwoulddoitwithoutasecond

thoughtbecausehehadnoheartwhatsoever.

Thiswasgivingmeahugeheadache.Ifikill

Mary,I'llmakeittotheGuinnessworldrecord



forheartlessmen.

"Ican'tdothis.Itstoomuchforme"Isaidto

Masonaswedrovetomyplace.

Iwenttoseehim afterfindingoutthatZenia

wenttoashortnoticevacation,allthankstome.

Ididn'treallymeantocausemoreproblemsin

ourrelationshipbuthereweare.

"Noproblem man.Itmightbetheonlychildyou

willeverhave.Justmakesureyourbabymama

knowsherplace.IfyoustillwanttokeepZenia"

"Iwanttoworkonthat.IalsoneedaDNAtest

donesoIcanbesureit'smychild"



"I'm prettysureit'snotyours,howevershe

soundsconfidentthatyouareindeedthe

father"

WegottomyplaceandIfoundmymom'scar

inthedriveway.I'm prettysuremysisterwas

theretoo.Theyhaveatendencyofshowingup

uninvited.Wehavetalkedaboutitsomany

timesbutnobodylistens.

WhatIanticipatedwasnothingcomparedto

whatIsaw.Mymother,mysisterandMary

weresittinginmylivingroom busydiscussing

gynaecologistsandthebeststoresforbaby

clothes.

Maryisonly3monthspregnantandsheis

alreadymeetingwithmyfamilybehindmyback

todiscussallthesethings?

Masonchuckleduponseeingwhatwas



happening.Itwasn'tevenfunny.

"Whatthefuckisgoingonhere?"Iasked.

"Andwhyareyoumad?Youshouldbehappy

thatweareheretosupportyou"mysister

spokeandIrolledmyeyes.

"HowcanyouhidesuchnewsAiden.Haveyou

forgottenI'm yourmother?Thisgirlisthree

monthspregnant,almostfourmonthsandyou

didn'thavethenervetotellussuchwonderful

news"

"Thereisnowonderfulnewshere.Iwasgoing

totellyouwhenthetimecomesocanyouguys

pleaseleave.Allofyou"



"WhathasgottenintoyouAiden?.Youneedto

manupandstoprunningafterthatchickwho

won'tevengiveyoukids.Thisisthegirlyou

shouldmarry"mymom said.

"Nothanks.Thechildmightnotevenbemine

andyouarebusyoutcheatrynaactlikethein-

lawstothischick.Wheredidyouevenmeet

her?"

"Wewerecomingtoseeyouandfoundher

waitingoutsidethenshetolduseverything"my

sistersaidwithahugesmile.

"Shecancontinuetellingyouonyourwayout.

SoeverybodypleaseleavebeforeIcallsecurity"

"Evenmebro?"Masonasked.



"AhshutupMason"

Theybothleft.Marywasbusyactingallsweet

likeshewasMaryMagdalenefrom theBible.

Shemustbehappynowthatmymom andmy

sisterareonherside.AsformeIwouldseeher

oncethebabyisborn.Idon'twantanythingto

dowithher.Pregnancyisnotadiseaseafterall.

"Imightneedtobuymyselfmorepopcorns

becauseIforeseedramacomingoutofthis

family"masonthrewhimselfonmycouch.

Chuckling.

"Welltheymusttakeherin,iftheythinkthey

likeherthatmuch"



"WellyourfamilyhatesZeniasotheyknowif

theysidewithMary,itwillhurther.Theyare

probablydoingittospiteher.Iswearthey

probablycelebratedwhenMarytoldthem she

waspregnantwithyourchild"

"Ican'tputitpastthem.NowZeniawillthink

thatIintroducedMarytomyfamily"

"Ohshit!'"

"What!"Iseizedhisphoneandcheckedwhat

hewaslookingat.Maryalreadytookaselfie

withmymom andsisterandpostedon

Instagram withacaption'the-inlaws.'"

Canyouimaginethat?.Onlyunstablepeopledo

thesethings.



Sobaecamebackaftersomedays.She

actuallytextedthatshewasbacksoIdecided

togoseeher.Iwasthreadingonthinice

becauseIdidn'tevenknowwhatthemoodwas

goingtobelike.Hopefullythevacationdidher

good.

SoIgotthereandfoundherwearingsomesexy

lingerie.Shegrabbedmyshirtuponarrivaland

gavemeadeepkiss.Thisisscarybecauseshe

couldstillbemadatmeanddecidetostabme

whilewearehavingsex.ImeanMasonkepton

sayingsheisdangerousandIoverlookedthat.

Webothknowthathellhathnofurylikea

womanscorned.

Zeniaissupposedtobemadandshoutingat

melikewomendobutinsteadsheisouthere



givingmesomehotsex.Shewasontopofme

andIkeptcheckingiftherewasn'tanyknifeor

objectsonthecouchorsomething.attheback

ofmymindIkeptonthinkingshewillstabMe

whilewebusyFucking.

Shedidn'tthough.Insteadshekissedmeand

toldmeshemissedme.

"Ihaveprepareddinnerforus"shespoke

wrappingherselfwithagownafterwewere

done.

"Ohthanksbabe.ButI'm nothungry"

"Ohsoyoudon'tlikemyfoodnomore?"She

askedgivingmeaseriouslook.Everyperson

wouldbescarediftheygotthatlookfrom agirl



theyjustcheatedon.

Wellfirstlyshecan'tcookthereforeeveryhome

cookedmealwasalwaysdonebyMe.Sothis

statementthat"youdon'tlikemyfoodno

more"wasweirdbecauseshedoesn'tcookfor

me.Itonlymeantthattherewaspoisoninthe

foodandshewastryingtokillme.OhGod.

Iagreedtoeatdinnerwithhersowewentto

thetablethatwasalreadysetuponaromantic

way.Shelitupsomecandlesthere.Ihave

watchedthisdramabefore.Iswearshewas

tryingtokillmeinasadisticway.Alreadyshe

couldseeIwasagitatedandI'm prettysureshe

waslovingit.Whatdidtheyteachheratthe

vacationspot?Ihaveseendangerouswomen

from investigationdiscoveryChannelandI

swearshewasshowingmethosesignsand



symptoms.

Thefoodlookedandsmellednice.itmeans

Mphowastheonewhocookedorperhapsshe

wentforcookingclasseswherevershewas.

Shedishedupandwestartedeating.Wewere

eatingfoodthatcamefrom thesamedishesso

thatmeanttherewasnopoisonright.Orwhatif

itwasputinonesidewhichismine.Isaida

littleprayer.

Weatethefoodandnothinghappenedtome

butthatdidn'truleoutslowpoison.

Anhourlater,nothinghappened.Wesatand

watchednewsandnotoncedidsheasked

aboutMaryorthebabyorwhatever.



Itookoutmyphoneandsentmasona

message.

'I'm atZenia'splaceandthefirstthingshedid

whenIgotherewasridemeliketheworldis

comingtoanend.Thensetuparomantic

dinner.Thisissostrange.Ifanythinghappens

tome,youknowwhotoblame'

ThemessagewentthroughbutallMasondid

wastolaughatmewithendlesslaughing

emoticons.Helateronsentanothermessage.

"RIPinadvance,mate"wasallhesaid.

WowaftereverythingIsentthisiswhathe

sendsback?ThefriendsIkeepthough.

"Babe,it'sgettingchillyherecanyoupleaseget



mypolarfleeceblanketintheguestroom's

closet?"

I'm definitelygettinganxiousfornothing.Zenia

didn'tseem likeshewasgoingtodoanythingto

me.Iwaspanickingfornothing.

Igottotheclosetandstartedlookingforit.I

couldn'tfinditontheothersidesoIchecked

theotheroneandallhellbreakloosewhenI

pickeditupfrom whereitwasneatlyfolded.A

swarm ofwaspsattackedasiftheyweretoldto

doso.Thelittlespawnsofthedevilwent

straightformyfaceandotherstomyhands.

Unlikebees,waspsdontdieafteronestingso

theycanactuallystingforquitefewtimes.So

imaginethis.Itriedjumpingandrunningtothe

doorandItrippedbecauseIcouldn'tevensee

whereIwasgoing.Theselittlethingswerenot



givingmeabreakeither.Thesharpburningpain

from thestingsweremakingthingsworse.Not

forgettingtheitchingthatcomeswithit.

WhenIgotmychancetoescape,Iprobablyran

asprintlikeagoldmedalist.ievenclosedthe

dooronmywayoutsotheydon'tfollowme.I

gotdownstairsandZeniawasalreadyonher

feet.

"Whathappened?Areyouokbaby?"Sheasked

assheassessedmyface.I'm sureIwas

startingtoswellup.Shelookedlikeshewanted

tolaugh.

"Calltheambulance!Thesethingscouldkill

me"Isaidfrantically



"Don'tworry.Theyareontheirway."

"Younevertoldmeyouhavewaspsorbeesin

thisplace"

"Ohnobabe.Iorderedthem especiallyforyou.

"Shesaiddrinkingherglassofwine.

Jane!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter71

Aiden'sPOV



ThewayMasonlaughedatme,youwould

swearhewasinsomesortofacompetitionfor

thebestlaughter.Ievenaskedmyselfifhewas

stilllaughingaboutthesamethingortherewas

anotherjokeIdidn'tknowof.Myfacewas

swollen,IgetitbutIwasn'tmuchofajoke.

PerhapsIwas.Youshouldhaveseenmylips.

Idon'tevenknowwhocalledhim tocomeover

atthehospital.Iwasspeechlessafterbeing

toldthewaspswereorderedespeciallyforme.

Whatelsecanyousayafterthatthough?

ShedidcalltheambulanceandIwastakento

thehospital.Shedidcomewithmeattheback

oftheambulance.

Theproblem arosewhenMasoncametosee

me.Iwashopingtheswellingwouldsubside

fastbutloandbehold,itseemedlikeitwas



goingtotakeforever.

Itoldhim whathappenedwhenZeniawentout

totakeacallandheliterallyfellontheground

laughingatme.IevenwonderedifIhadsaid

somethingelseratherthanZeniahadprepared

somewaspsforme.Adriancameaswell,

Masonprobablycalledhim andhedidn'thelp

thesituationwhenheheardwhathappened.

"Wow.IStanaqueenwhoknowshowtodeal

withacheatingman.Iguessyouwon'tdoitno

moreconsideringhowyoulookrightnow"

AdriansaidandtheylaughedtogetherwhileI

rolledmyeyes.

"Didyoureallyhavetogetadmittedthough?"

Masonchuckled



"Waspshasvenom andforyourinformation

thosewerealot.Lookatmyhandsandmy

face"

Isaidandtheylookedateachotherand

laughed.

"I'llcallthenursetoremoveyouguys"

"Wellyoumessedupbro.Howcanyou

impregnateasidechick?Ihadtogothrough

herInstagram andIcouldn'tevenbelieveshe

wasreallythechickyouhavebeensleeping

with.I'm disappointed.Havesomeclassnext

time"Adriansaid

"Shutup"



WellthetruthwasMarywasveryvocalinsocial

media,inachildishway.Shepostedabout

whateverthatrockedherboat.Ibelieveshe

wasinherslayqueenphase.Sheloved

clubbingandpostingaboutit.Shewouldpost

champagnes,tripsthatwerebeingsponsored

byblessers.Shewasn'tscaredtoaskmoney

directly.Ihaveneverbeenapersontoreally

checkwhatapersondoesonlineeventhoughI

actuallycheckedZenia.Shewasmywoman

afterall.InevercheckedMaryuntilrecently.I

wantedtoreallyseewhattypeofahuman

beingshewasandshewasthetypeIshould

havestayedawayfrom.

Hercaptionswerealwaysprovoking.Itwas

alwayslikeshewasalwayswritingthem for

someone.IevensawwhatZeniawastalking

aboutwhenshesaidMarywaspostingabout



hernotbeingabletoconceive.Shepostedan

ultrasoundandinsteadoftalkingaboutit,she

decidedtobashZeniaaboutnothavingkids.It

wassomethinglike'ifyoufailtomakekidsfor

yourmanthenwewillmakethem foryou'.She

thenwentonclaimingthattheinfertilityisdue

tocountlessabortionsthatweredone.

Ididn'tbelieveallthatwhenIsawit.IwishI

couldrewindthetimeandjustundoeverything.

HowcanIhaveababywithsuchagirl.Shewas

farfrom beingmaturedItellyou!

Shewouldpostherbabybum andcaptionit'

thatmomentwhenyouknowyourfatherisa

millionaire'.

LikeWTF!.IprayandhopetheBabyaint

mine..lettherebeanotherguyshesleptwith.



Somebody,anybody!

"Iregretguys.Imightnotsayitmoreoftenbut

GodknowsIdo.IalsodeservewhatZeniadid.

Evenifitwasasnakebite.Iwouldtakeit"

"ThankGoditwasnotthatbecausethisright

hereisfunnier.MrChubbyface"masonsaid

andtheyburstoutlaughingAgain.

Likereally?Wasn'tthisjokenotgoingtoend?

"Seriouslybro.Thisrightherewillbemy

weaponwheneveryouaretryingtocomeat

me.ishouldhavebeentherewhenZenia

plannedthewholething.Iwouldhaveputmore.

Iwonderifsheboughtthewaspfrom some

waspsblackmarketorsomeprofessional



waspsdealers"masonsaidandburstout

laughing.

Asyouguessedright,Adrianjoined.Iwasn't

laughingeventhoughwaspsdealersandwhat

not,soundedfunny.Zeniahelpedmewhenshe

camebackbecausetheystoppedlaughingor

talkingaboutit.Masonneverstoppedreally.He

waslaughinginternally.Youcouldjustsee

sometearscomingoutofhiseyesbecauseof

laughing.Forabigguywithmuscles,itdidn't

evensuithim.

ZeniagreetedAdriansincehecamewhenshe

wasn'tthere.Heacknowledgedthegreeting.

"Ihavetogobabe.Thedoctorsaidthathe

won'tkeepyouforlong.Theswellingwill

subsideathome.I'llseeyou"shesaidthen



kissedmeontheswollenforehead.

"Byeguys"shewalkedout.

"Whatifsheisgoingtoordermore?"Mason

saidandlaughed.

"Nurse!!?"Icalledoutthenursewhileringing

thebell.Thenursedidn'ttakelongandIasked

hertoremovethem asIclaimedthatIwanted

torest!

Theyleftlaughing.

Iwasgoingtogetthem!

MyphonerangamomentlaterandIdidn'teven

knowthenumbersoIjustanswered.Mary's



annoyingvoicegreetedme.Itwasntthat

annoyingbutunderthecircumstancesIwasin,

everythingaboutherwasannoying.

Mary:heybabydaddy.Iheardyouwereat

admittedatthehospital.Whichhospitalareyou

at?

Me:ohfuckoff,willyou?!

Ihungup.

********

Zenia'sPOV

Thevacationdidmewell.Icameback

refreshedandreadytotakeontheworld.



HoweverthefactthatmymanImpregnatedmy

exfriendwasnotgoinganywhere.Ihadtofind

awaytodealwithitsincelettinggoofAiden

wasnotpartoftheequation.Why?BecauseI

lovehim.Everybodydeserveasecondchance

butperhapsIwasthequeenofgivingsecond

chancesconsideringhow IstickedwithRay

eventhoughhekeptondoingsomebullshit.

ImagineIwouldhavetodealwithMarymy

wholelife,ifIchoosetomarryAiden.Thatgirl's

middlenameisdrama.

IfoundMphowaitingformewhenIcameback

from thehospital.Hehadanextrakeysohe

didn'thavetowaitoutside.ThatshowmuchI

trustedhim.

WhenIgothome,hewantedtoknowwhat



happenedandItoldhim.

"Damngirl...Youhavesimplewaysofdealing

withacheatingman.Iwillbringmymantoyou

whenhecheats.WeneedtodealwithMarytoo.

Sheisrunninghermouthlikeamarathon"

"Letherbe.It'sthehormonesafterall"

"No.Shekeepsondisrespectingyouand

peoplealreadyknowssheistalkingaboutyou

becausethisotherdayshementionedthat

Aidenwasthefather."

"IhavethingstodoMpho.Guzmanmight

decidetoattackanytimehewishes.Ineedto

bealertforsuch.Maryismildwater.I'lldeal

withherwhenthetimecomes.Letherbaskin



thegloryforaslongasshecan.Hertimewill

comeifshethinkssheisjustgoingtoshiton

meandthinkIwillallowsuchdisrespect.The

merefactthatshegotpregnantfrom Aidenis

enoughinsulttome."

"Iunderstand."

Myphonerang.ItwasRaymond.

Raymond:soyoustillhavemynumber?

Zenia:keepyourfriendscloseandyourenemy

closer.

Raymond:didyoubyanychancehaveanything

todowithGuzman'srobbery.



Zenia:whatrobbery.Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Raymond:youknowverywellwhatI'm talking

aboutZenia.Thatmanislookinghighandlow

forpeoplewhotookhisthingsandIcantellyou

it'snotlookinggood.Ifyouhaveanythingtodo

withit,pleasespeaknowwhenthereisstill

somemercyperiod

Zenia:youareaskingthewrongpersonmydear

Raymond:I'llexplaintohim andyoucangive

him whateverthatitisyoutookandhewon't

punishyoubutifhefindsoutitsreallyyouthen

Icantellyouhewillcomeafteryouandafter

everythingclosetoyou.Evenyourdog.Aswe

speak,hegotoneofyourguysinhiscustody



andifhespeaks,it'soverforyou.

Zenia:ohsothingsarenotsogoodforyou

guyssinceYourmasterwasrobbed?Hopefully

yaallwillbounceback.

Raymond:youarethenumberonesuspect

Zenia.

Zenia:Icouldbethe20thsuspectorthe100th

suspectandIwon'tgivearat'sasssobyebye

RayRay!

Isaidthenhungup.

Shitwasabouttohitthefan.Especiallyifthe

guyincustodysaysomething.Myguydidsay



thatoneoftheguyswasmissingandthanksto

MrbigmouthRaymond.Iknowwhereheis.

Howeverthisdoesn'tmeanthatIshouldbe

excited.Guzmancouldhaveaskedhim togive

methisinformationtoseeifIcanactonin.It

couldbeatrap.

Thereisnotimetorestinthisbusiness.The

lasttimeIspoketomysisterwasthatday

whensheaskedifIhijackedherhusband.Other

thanthatshehasbeenpostingpicturesout

andabout.Shoppingorhavinglunchwith

friends.SheevenwenttovacationssoIguess

hermanwasnowallowinghertodothose

things.WondersshallneverendwithAngel.

AidengotoutofthehospitalthenextdaybutI

wasbusytryingtofindoutwheretheguycould

be.Notaneasytask.



HoweversinceIhadaninsideman,itwasn't

goingtobethatdifficult.Hedidcomethrough

withinformationthatindeedtheguywas

detainedbyGuzmanandhefearshewould

reachhisbreakingpointandspeakout.

Ihadtogetridofhim buttheguysaiditwasn't

easyforhim tokilltheguyastherewerealways

guardsaroundhim

Wehadtofindawaythatwon'tputmy

informantatriskofbeingfound.

Iwastakingabreakfrom allthesethingswhen

IdecidedtogothroughmyInstagram.Iwas

scrollingthroughmyfeed,boredwhenIactually

decidedtocheckMary'swall.Ihaveneverreally

checkedherwallanditwasalwaysMpho

showingmewhatshehasbeenpostingandall



thatsotodayIdecidedtocheckherInstagram.

AndIdidfindwhatIwaslookingforbakithi.She

postedapictureofherandAiden'smom,dad

andsisterattheirCapetownhome.Thatwas

likeanhourago.

Mphodidshowmethefirstoneshetookwith

thesisterandmom andIdidn'ttakeitserious,

butthesepeopleweresoseriousabout

choosingheroverme.It'sliketheywerereally

wagingawaragainstmeanditwasthewar

theywillget.

ItwasmewhoactuallyrobbedJamesand

Raymondsomedrugsforthem.Iwentallout

forthem.Idounderstandthattheydon'tknowit

wasmebuttheyshouldn'tpickafightwith

peopletheydon'tknowthatwell!Becausethey

willsuffer.Theywerereallypickingafightwith



me.

Itookoutmyphoneandcalledoneofmy

employees.

Man:helloboss!

Zenia:hello,I'm callingregardingMrKhan's

deliverytomorrow.Thereisachangeofplans.

Don'tdeliverit.

Man:what?Imeanyesmam!

Zenia:good!andblockanyattemptstheywill

maketryingtobuyfrom othersuppliers!

Ihungupsmilingtomyself!



MaybeI'm beingpettybutohwell,it'sagame

I'm willingplay!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter72

Zenia'sPOV

MrKhanhadbeentryingtocallmethewhole

dayandofcourseIdidn'tanswer.Iwasgoingto

getbacktohim aftertwodaysandsayIwas

outofthecountry.Theplanwastopaybackhis

moneyandapologizeforwhathappened.I

knowitwasalossfrom hisside.

Itserveshim right.WhatIdidwasnotgoodfor

mybusinessbutIhadtodoittospitethem.It

hadtobedone.



Aidencameandsleptover.Iwaswokenupby

hisphoneconstantlyringing.Hefinally

answereditandIcouldtellitwashisdad

talkingaboutthedrugs.I.wassmilinginternally

whilepretendingtobeasleep.

"Babe"hespoketryingtowakemeup.

"What?"IspokeasifIwasverysleepy.

"Ineedhelp.It'surgent"

"Whatkindofhelpdoyouneed?"

"Wellmyfatherdidn'tgethismonthlypackage

from hissupplierandnowIneedtogetsome



drugsASAPorthingswillgosouth"

"Okthen.Goandgetthem."

"BabeyouaretheonlyoptionIhaverightnow.

Thesuppliersarenotpickinguptheirphoneto

atleastexplainwhat'sgoingon.Eventheboss

hasgoneMIA.Ireallyneedthedrugs.Wehave

clientswhoalreadypaidandareexpectingtheir

stock."

"I'm sorrytohearthatbutIcan'thelpbabe.Try

thesuppliersagain.Perhapstherewasjusta

mixupsomewhere."

"Hopefully!"Hesaidtypingsomethingonhis

phone.



IwantedtohurtthosepeopleabitandIknow

wheremoneyisinvolvedtheywereboundtoget

hurt.Theyendedupnotgettingthedrugs

anywheresoIcansafelysayIgotwhatI

wanted.

IknowwhatIdidwasabitchildishlookingat

thefactthatnotsupplyingthem mighttarnish

mynameandmycredibility.Wedidrefund

them andapologizebuttheyweremadthings

didn'tgotheirway.It'slife,theywillgetoverit.

Icontinuedsupplyingforthem afterthedebacle.

Itwaswaterunderthebridge.however

businessinCapetownTownstartedtodecline

overthenextmonths.AtfirstIthoughtitwas

becausetheKhan'swerestillmadandprobably

toldtheothersnottobuyFrom usbecauseof

whathappened.Somepeoplewouldbuywhile

otherswouldcomeupwithexcusesastowhy

theydidn'twantanysupplythatmonths.Itwas



oddandIhadtofindoutwhy.MrKhanstopped

buyingfrom usforgood.Didheperhapsfind

outIwasivanna?Idoubt.

Asdrugdealersweknowourrivalsterritories

andwerespectthem inordertoavoid

unnecessarywars.IhadmyterritoriesandI

didn'texpecttoseeanysuppliersupplyingto

myclientsinthatplace.Socapetownwaslike

myoysterandIwastheonegivingthegoodsto

thedealers.Itseemedsomebodywasoperating

inmyterritoryandhellwasabouttobreakloose.

WhatiftheKhan'sfamilydecidedtohavetheir

ownlab?

TheonlypersonIexpectedtogotowarwith

wasGuzmanandnotanyofthesepeople.Idid

myresearchandfoundoutthatindeedthere

wasanewdealerwhohadhislabandwas



operatingfrom thereandsupplyingtothese

clientsthatusedtobemine.Itwassomeyoung

guybutwhenIdugdeeper,IheardMeisiewas

involved.Youknowthechickfrom prison?.

ApparentlytheguywasherboyfriendandhereI

wasthinkingshewasalesbian.Anywaysthat's

astoryforanotherday.Meisiewasoutofjail.I

don'tknowifshewastestingmeorshejust

decidedtoopenthebusinesswithoutdoing

properresearch.

Isentmyguystogivetheguysomewarning

aboutshuttingdownhisbusinessorfacethe

wrathofEscobarbutwhatigotinreturnwas

notwhatIexpected.

Wellhewasstubbornandweweretoldtofuck

off.Heprobablydidn'tknowwhatorwhohe

wasdealingwith.Theysaidheactuallylaughed



whentoldthemessage.Thenerveofthisguy.

Theplacewasalsoabrothelandhehad

womenworkingassexslaves.Khanandthe

restofthecrewhadmovedtheirbusinessto

thatguy.Onlytwowereleftwithmefrom

Capetown.Iwasnotgoingtolosebusiness

oversomeguywhothinkshecandoashe

pleases.AsmuchasCapetownwasn'toneof

mybiggestmoneygenerator,Itmatteredtoo.

Wespentawholemonthassessingthe

situation.Marywasgettingclosertopopping

outthebaby.Shehasn'tstoppedbeing

annoyingeventhoughAidenactuallywanted

nothingtodowithher.Whatiftheywere

probablymeetinginsecretplaces?.Noneofmy

business,Iguess.



Ihadtodealwiththesituationathandbeforeit

escalatedintosomethingbig.IdecidedIwas

goingtodoitmyself.Sometimeswhenyou

sendpeopletheyleaveamessofeverything.

LiketheguyIsenttogetridofthe

whistleblowerthatGuzmanapprehended.He

almostgotcaughtbuthoweverhemanagedto

getridoftheguysoGuzmanwastheleastof

myworriesrightnow.

Iwenttotheplaceandactedlikeoneofthe

girlswhowassellingsex.Ihadaminidresson

andmyminibagthathadmygun.Ihada

silencerstrappedonmythigh.Theguardslet

meinwithoutaskingquestionsoreven

searchingme.

Igotin,tookoutmygunandstartedwiththem.

Imovedontootherroomslookingfortheguy.I



wasshootingeverymalespeciesonmyface

andleavingtheladies.Eventuallyigottothe

guy'sofficebusyhavingathreesome.Yikes!

Ididn'tevengivehim achancetotalk.Ishot

him intheheadandtoldtheladiestorunfor

theirlives.AfterthatIleft.

Igotbacktomyhotelroom ,tookabathand

left.Myflightwasintwohours.

Icamebackfrom CapetownandfoundAiden

waitingforme.Hewastheretopickmeup.I

didn'treallytellhim whereIwas,justthatIwent

forabusinesstrip.HisphonerangandIcould

seeitwashisdad.

Aiden:hello....what?Areyousure?Whodid



it?....wellIbetmymoneyIvannacameforthat

guy.Itoldyouwhatyoupeopleweredoingis

dangerousandshewillretaliate.Looknow?Are

yougoingtogobackandbegforforgiveness?

YoushouldstoplisteningtoNadia!Next

time!.....fineI'llcome.

Hehungup.

"Whathappened?"IaskedeventhoughIcaught

aglimpseofwhattheyweretalkingabout.

"Rememberthestoryofmydad'ssupplier?

Wellmysisterfoundusanewoneand

eventuallydumpedtheonewehad.Theguy

waskilledearliertodayandallofhisassociates

whowerethere,soIthinkIvannadidit.Itold

them therewillbewar"



"Damnthat'sintense"

"WellperhapsyouknowthisIvannacharacter.I

meanyouhadclosetieswithSantiago.People

suspectivannaisrelatedtohim.Perhapshis

daughterorrelative.Imeannoonehasseen

herbutshedoesthingstheSantiago'sway"

"NoIdon't"

ApartofmewantstotellAidenthatIwas

IvannabutIfeltlikehewouldblowmycover.It

waseasiertodobusinesswithcertainpeople

whenyouhideyouridentity.OnceIreveal

myself,Iwillhavetodealwithlotsof

disrespectscomingfrom thesemen.Iwasn't

whereIwantedtobeasivannaEscobar.My



wishwasthatthisgirlivannawillonedayrule

thedrugworldandallthesemenwillbowdown

toher.Inorderforthistohappen,Aidendidn't

havetoknow.Whathedoesn'tknowwon'tkill

him.

"Okmydadwantstoseeme,soI'lljusttake

thenextavailableflightandgoseehim.I'llbe

back"hekissedmeandwenttothedeparture

terminals.HegavemethecarsforhiscarsoI

drovehome.

Idecidedtogohavelunchbymyself.Iwas

actuallyhungry.

Ichosethetablethatwasoutsidethe

restaurantbecauseIlovedseeingpeoplegoing

abouttheirbusiness.Iwasabouttostarteating

whatmywaitresshasbroughtformewhenI

heardcommotionfrom theotherside.Itlooked



liketherewassomeonewhofainted.Icouldgo

thereandbeanurseorignorethewholething

tilltheambulancecomes

Itseemedlikethewomanwasgivingo

Birthoraboutto,becausesomeguyshouted

somethingaboutababy.Thegoodpersonin

medecidedtogohelp.Aninnocentbabycould

diebecauseofmyselfishness.

ItwasMaryonthefloorcryingofpains.I

honestlywantedtoturnbackbuttheJesusthat

livedinmewaslike"don'tyoudare"soIwent

toher.Otherpeoplewerejuststandingthere.

Apparentlytheambulancewascalled.

"Cansomebodyhelpmetakehertomycar.I'll

driveherthere"IsaidasIkneelednexttoher.



sheactuallyClungonmyhandtomakesureI

don'tleave.Sheactuallywhispered"Zenia

pleasedon'tleaveme"

Iwantedtosay"bitchIdidn'tmakeyou

pregnant",Buttodaywasthedayofbeinga

goodperson.Ijustnodded.

Whenmeandsometwoguywereaboutto

carryher,shescreamedthatthebabywas

coming.

Icouldn'tbelievethisgirl.Firstlysheisanurse

andthereforesheknowsallthesignsoflabour

soshewassupposedtogotothehospitalthe

momentsherealisedshehadcontractionsor

thewaterbrokeorwhatever.Shecan'tbe

galavantingthestreetslikeshewasn'tonfull

term..secondlyshewasaprimigravidawhich



meanssheknowsthatthedurationoflabour

takeslonger.Thismeansshehasbeenhaving

contractionsandwasprobablyignoringthem if

thebabywasnowcrowning.Unlessifitwasn't

herfirstchildthenIcanunderstandthatthe

dilationwasfaster.AnywaysIjustcouldn't

believethisgirl.

Nowshewasforcingmetohelpdeliverthe

baby.WhenlastdidIevendothisthing?.There

wasnothingtobedonethanjusttodeliver

becausethebabywasonitsway.Istarted

lookingforglovesoranythingIcoulduseto

protectmyself.Innursingeveryoneknowsthat

youWeargloveseverytimeyoutouchblood,

bodilyfluids,bodilytissues,mucous

membranes,orbrokenskin.

Iwasluckythattherewasasalonnearbythat



providedmewithgloves.Thisbabybetternot

diebecauseiwilldefinitelybeblamedbythat

Arabfamily.WhydidIevencomethissidefor

lunch.IactuallywantedtogotoRosebank.

Igotapadfrom someoneanduseditto

supporttheperenium.Yougottasupportitorit

willtear.Itwasawkwardhavingtotellherto

pushwhiletherewerespectators.Iwishthe

babycouldjustpopoutbutnothebabywas

takingitstime.GoshthisiswhatIhatedabout

midwifery.Kidsthatdidn'twanttocomeout.I

preferkidsthatjustpoppedoutsowiththis

oneIwasactuallydeliveringit.Shewaseven

pushinginthewrongwayandIremember,Mary

usedtoshoutsatpatientswhentheywere

doingitwrong.Lookathernow.Iseriouslyneed

tobepaidforthis.Thebabyeventuallycame

outandtherewasnoneedforepisiotomy.

ThankGod!.WhatwasIevengonnausetocut



herwith.Thiswasajobandahalf.Idelivered

theplacentaanddidn'tevencutit.That'swhen

theambulancecame.AfterIwasdone.

Thebabywasok,breathingwellonroom air.All

thankstomidwifeZeniaivannaEscobar.It

evenlookedmeintheeyes,probablytoshow

methattheeyesaredefinitelyAiden's.Thiswas

definitelyAiden'sbaby!

Jane!

***""

Apologiesfornotbeingabletopostlastnight

orthismorning...nIknowIhaveonlybeen

postingthreeinsertsaweeklately...hopeyaall

understand

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter73

Bundleofjoy

________________

Zenia'sPOV

"Wow,Ijustdeliveredmystepson"I

absentmindedlysaidandsomewomanwho

wasstandingnextlookedatmelikeIhavelost

mymind.

"Betteryouthanme..Iwouldhavebangedboth

theirheadsonthishardconcrete"shesaidthen

walkedaway.

Haibo!.



IwantedtocallAidenbutdecidedtotexthim

thathisbabymamahasgivenbirthandwason

herwaytothehospitalaswespeak.Ieven

addedthatitwasabouncybabyboy.Ieven

gavehim thenameofthehospitalshewentto

becauseIdidn'twanthim tocall,askingme

questions.Iwasgoingtogetannoyed.Hedidn't

textback.Perhapshewasinaflightalreadyor

hejustignoredme.

Idecidedtogobacktotherestaurantandeat

mylunch.IfeltlikeIhavelostmyappetite.SoI

orderedalightmealandateit.ijustsatthere

watchingpeoplegoingupanddown.Awhole

hourpassedwhileIsatthere.IdecidedI'll

rathergowatchsomeseriesonNetflix.My

phonerang.



Zenia:hello

Mary:helloZenia,IleftmybagatthesalonI

wasat,canyoupleasebringitover.

Zenia:can'tyouasksomeoneorsomething.I'm

busy.

Mary:please.OhandThankyouforyour

selflessact.Yousavedmeandjunior.The

doctorsaidhealmostdidn'tmakeit

Zenia:I'm kindanotinterestedinknowingreally.

Youcancomegetthebaglateroraskanyone.

Mary:I'm notsayingweshouldbefriends.Ijust

wantyoutopassbythehospitalonyourway



home.MyIDisthereandtheyneedithere.

ArguingwiththispersonwasnotwhatIwas

willingtodosoIjustagreed.Iwenttotakethe

bagandtookittoher.IfoundtheKhanfamily

there.Thefatherwasnotthere.ididn'tseeAiden

tooorAdrian.

"Whatisthisonedoinghere?"Nadiaaskedand

hermothershotmeakillerlook.

"I'm aprettysuresheisheretotryandharm

AidenJnr.Shemustneverbeallowedanywhere

nearhim.Iwillpersonallymakesureofthat"

Ohsohealreadyhadaname?



"BitchifIwantedtokillthatchildIwouldhave,

whenIwasdeliveringhim soshutupbeforeI

makeyou"IsaidtoQueenofsheba'sface.

"Mother,howcanyouallowhertospea......"

"OhshutupNadia.IfyoucontinuelikethisIwill

feedyoutothelionsinoneofthegooddays

andI'llenjoyseeingthem feastonthat

brainlessheadofyours"

IshovedthebagintoNadia'shandsandwalked

out.

IgothomeandcalledMpho.Iwantedsomeone

torantto.



Mpho:heychomza.Missme.?

Zenia:Marygavebirth.

Mpho:oh

Zenia:andIdeliveredthebaby

Mpho:youdidwhat?Tellmeyoustrangledthat

childwithhismother'splacentaandsayitwas

cordaroundtheneck.

Zenia:thebabyisinnocentMpho.

Mpho:letmebreakitdowntoyou.Youarenow

goingtofeeltheheatespeciallyifAiden

becomesfullyinvolvedinthatchild'slife.Heis



allyouwillhearaboutchomi.Junioristalking,

juniorislaughing,junioriscrawling.Juniorthis.

Juniorthat.

Zenia:itwon'tbethatbad.PlusWedon'tstay

together.

Mpho:it'sjustaconsolationboo.Iknowyou

loveAidenandthisisjustgoingtoaffectyou.

PerhapsIshouldmoveintolookafteryouin

thisvulnerabletimes.

Zenia:I'llsurvive.Drugskeepsmebusy.But

canyoubelievethattheyactuallynamedthe

babyAidenjunior?.

Mpho:ohno,theydidnot!.Iwasjustkidding

talkingaboutjunior.Sotheyreallygavehim the



name?It'sliketheyarespitingyou.Thatchild

isgoingtobeaspoiltbrat.Thatfamilycanspoil

kidsfordays.LookatAiden,hewasjusta

spoiltbrat.Heisjustmaturingnow.Adrianis

spoilttoo.Icanseeitattimes.Let'snoteven

talkaboutNadia.Sosincethegrandparents

likesthebabythenwegoingtoseewonders.

Zenia:let'swatchandsee.Ifthisistoomuch

formethenI'llleavehim.Myhappinesscomes

first.

Ihungup.

Thebirthofjuniorbroughtchangesintoour

relationship.Aidenbecameaverybusyman.I

hadnoproblem withhim beinginhisson'slife

buttheproblem camewhenhestartednot

havingtimeforme.



Hewouldcancelourplans,dinnerdates,movie

nightsandsoforth.Somedayshewouldtell

mehewascomingtoseemeorsleepoverand

heneverdid.Hewouldcallinthemorningto

apologize.IthurtsmeeventhoughIdidn'twant

toadmitit.Daysturnedintoweeksandthen

intomonthsanditjustgotworse

Wetalkedaboutittwicebuthepromisedtobe

thereformeanditneverreallyhappened.I

couldn'tbelievethiswashappening.Whatwas

theuseofbeinginarelationshipwereyouwere

nolongerbeingvalued.

HedecidedtomoveinandIthoughtthings

wouldchangeforthebetterbutitnever

happened.Infactitgotworse



IwasatsomeshopwhenImetAiden'sfriend

Jay.Hewastheguyweonceattendedhisparty.

Hewassoexcitedtoseemeandafterbegging

metogoeatlunchwithhim,Igavein.

"Youdon'tseem orlookhappy.What'sgoing

on"hesaidaswewaitedforourfoodbutI

didn'ttellhim thereasonwhy.Idismissedthe

questionandwestartedtalkingaboutgeneral

things.

Afterthelunchheaskedformynumberand

anotherlunch.

"Therewontbeaneedforanotherlunch.You

aremyboyfriend'sfriendforcryingoutloud"



"It'sjustlunchandperhapsyouwillopenupas

towhyyouseem unhappy.BesidesAidenismy

businessassociate.It'sjustlunch.Aninnocent

one"

Igavehim mynumbersandwepartedways.

Aiden'sPOV

Nadiagotacallfrom Marytellinghershewas

inlabour.Shecouldn'thavecalledmebecauseI

haveblockedhernumbers.Nadiadidn'twaste

timeandwantedustogothereASAP.Iwas

adamant!Icouldgoseethebabywhenever

plusIneededtheDNAtestdonebeforepeople

couldgetreallyattachedtothatbaby.

"Ihavejustarrived.Youandmom cango



ahead.Dadwantstoseemeanyways"

"Don'tberidiculous!Thisisyourfirstchild.You

shouldbethereforhim.Weareleaving"

Ileftwiththem andgottothehospitaland

foundMaryhadalreadygivenbirth.Iwas

skepticaltogoinsomymom draggedmein.

OnelookatthebabyandIknew hewasmine.

Mymom andNadiaweresoexcited.Ihad

mixedfeelingsaboutthebaby.

"Youcanholdhim"MarysaidandItookhim to

myarms.Hemadesomesoundsandyou

wouldswearhespokebythewaymyfamily

reactedexcitedly.

"Hecanfeelthathisdadisholdinghim"my



mom spoke.

Iheldontohim tillthenursecameandaskedto

dosomeroutine.

WewentoutandIdecidedtogogetsome

snacks.IsawsomeonelikeZeniabutwhenI

gotbacktowheremymom andsisterwereshe

wasnotthere.Theysaidshewastherebutleft

inahurry.

Ileftmymom andSisteratthehospital.I

decidedIwasgoingtoseeMaryandthebaby

lateronatnight.IwenttoseeZenia.Shewas

notinagoodmood.whenItriedtomakea

conversation,shewasgivingmeoneword

answers.



Perhapssheneededspace.SoIgaveittoher.

Mymom hadalreadygivenmysonaname.I

basicallydidn'thaveasay.They

EvengotMaryanapartmentafterdischarge.

ImaynotwanttosayitloudbutIwashappyI

hadachild.IneverrealizedhowmuchIwanted

onetillhecamealong.Hewaslikeamissing

pieceinmylife.Asmuchasnothingwas

happeningbetweenmeandhismother,Imade

sureIwasthereforhim.Almosteverysingle

chanceIget,Iwouldgoandseehim.Hewas

growingupsofastandIcouldn'twaittotake

him forhisfirstbikeridesorhisfirstsoccer

matchesorwhatever.

MymotherdecidedthatitwasbetterthatMary



movedintomyhousesincetheapartmentwas

notenoughforwhenthefamilywantedtocome

spendtimewiththebaby.Iwasagainsttheidea

atfirstbutdecideditwasbestifImovedinwith

ZeniaandletMarystaythere.

Thiswaswhatourrelationshipwanted.To

spendmoretimetogether.Wehardlydo

becauseIwouldbebusyorZeniawouldbe

busytoo.SheagreedtotheideabutIdidn'ttell

herthemainreasonbehindit.

Juniorwasnow6monthsoldandhewasnow

lookingmoreandmorelikeme.Heevenhad

someofmyhabitsandIcanbeproudtosayI

havebeenthereforhim everystepoftheway.

ItwasSundaymorning.Idecidedtohavecoffee

whilereadingtheSundaynewspaperinthe



nearbyrestaurant.ThiswaslikemySunday

routine.

IwasfocusedonthenewspaperwhenIhearda

voicethatIknewverywellinfrontofthetableI

wason.ItwasJasonandguesswhohewas

with...Zenia

Theydidn'tseemebecausethehuge

newspapercoveredmyfaceasIcontinued

pretendingtobereading.

Theyhuggedandhesaidsomethinglike"I'm

gladtobeseeingyouagain.Youlookbeautiful

asalways"

Sothesepeoplehavebeenmeetingbehindmy

back?.Wellperhapsitwasbusinessrelated

sinceJasonhasalwaysbeensomeonewho



hadshadydealings.

Theysatdownandhetookherhandintohis.

"Wecan'tbedoingthis"shesaidtakingthem

out.

"Iknow....allIm sayingisyouareunhappyandI

don'tknowwhat'smakingyouunhappyand

miserablebutallIwantistotakeyoutoa

propervacationwhereyouwillrewindand

rejuvenateandcomebackabetterperson.You

reallyneeditNia"

HeisevencallingherNia.Thenerveofthisguy.

Iwaitedtohearherdeclinehisstupidrequest

butsheagreed.Sheagreedtogotoavacation

withafriendofmine.Myheartstartedbeating



faster.

Idon'tknowmuchbutIknowsomeonewillbe

buriedsoon!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter74

Aiden'sPOV

Beingcheatedonispainful,especiallywhen

youneveranticipatedthatyourbetterhalfcan

dosuch.IknowI'm beingahypocriterightnow

butIwasinpain.DoesthismeanJasonhas

beensleepingwithZeniaforquitesometime

now?



Ididn'twaitforthem tosayanythingfurther.I

gotupandZeniawasthefirsttoseeme.I

expectedhertobeshockedorsomethingbut

herfacialexpressionremainedneutral.Itwas

likeIwasn'teventhere.Insteadshegotup,

signalledJasonthatshewasleaving.Shetook

hercarkeysandherbagandwalkedout.She

didn'tsayathingtome.

IpaidforthecoffeeIwasdrinking,tookmy

stuffandfollowedher.Ididn'tsayathingto

Jasonwhowastheonlyoneshockedtoseeme.

Igottomycaranddroveafterher.Ilosther

somewhereintherobotsbutIknowshewas

goinghome.Igotthereandfoundhersitting

withaglassofwineandabook.Herlegs

elevatedonthetable.Sheseemedunbothered

thatIcamein.Shedidn'tevenraiseherheadto



acknowledgemypresence.Doesthismean

shewasdonewithme?.Isn'tshesupposedto

beapologizingforwhatIhavejustfoundout?

Iwantedtostarttalkingaboutwhathappened

earlierbutwithhowshewasacting,itmightnot

beagoodidea.SoIsatnexttoherandhugged

her.

"I'm sorry"Isaid.EventhoughIwasn'tsosure

whatIwasapologizingfor.Sheletmepickher

upallthewaytoourbedroom.Ilaidheronthe

bedandstartedkissingher.Sheresponded

positivelytothekiss.Ithasbeenquitesome

timesincewemadeloveinaproperway,SoI

wasgoingtogiveittohertheonlywayshe

knowshow.

IndeedIgaveitmybestandicouldseeshe



wassatisfied.EversinceshefoundoutIhave

cheated,shehaveinsistedthatweusea

condom.EventhoughIcametoshowhermy

medicalreport,shedidn'twanttohearanyofit.

Todaywedidn'tuseitandshedidn'tobject.

Ilaidnexttoher,withoutsayingathing.We

wouldtalkaboutJasonsomeothertime.Just

nottoday.Ididn'twanttoruinthismoment,

plusIwantedasecondround.

"Iwantout!"Shesaid.

"What?"

"IsaidIwantoutofthisrelationshipAiden"



"Babewhy?IsitbecauseofJason?Ishedoing

itbetterthanme?"

"OhshutupAiden.It'sbecauseofyou!Self

introspectbeforeyougoaroundblamingother

people.I'm tiredofyourselfishness.Ireally

am"

Ididn'tsayanythingbecauseIdidn'tevenknow

whatshewastalkingabout.Selfishness?

"Ohsoyoudon'tknowwhatyoudid.Youwent

onandimpregnatedanotherwomanknowing

verywellitwillkillmeconsideringmysituation.

Butyoudiditanyways.Ichosetostaybecause

Iunderstooditwasamistakebutwhenthis

childwasbornyoushowedmeitwasno

mistake.Ithasalwaysbeenwhatyouwanted.

Heisallyouevertalkabout,heiswhatyoueat



anddrink.Therestofusdon'tmatter.You

spendallyourtimetherelikeyouarethefirst

persontohaveachildinthiswholewideworld.

Idon'tmatteranymoreinyourlife.Youevenlied

tomeaboutmovinginherewhileinfactyou

wantedMarytostayinyourhouse.Youcango

playahappyfamilywithMaryandjuniorin

peace.I'm out"

ShetriedtogetoutofthebedbutIheldher

hand.

"I'm sorry.IneverreallythoughtIwashurting

you.InowunderstandwhyyouaresayingI'm

selfishandyoucan'twaitanylonger.Butplease

givemeachance"

"HowmanychancesdoIhavetogiveyou?You

didn'twantanythingtodowithmypregnancy



andIgaveyouChance.Youwentontocheat,I

gaveyouachance.Youimpregnatedtheside

chick,stillIgaveyouachance.Nowthis?I'm

done"

Shewasserious.Icouldhearitfrom thetone

ofhervoice.TherewasnowayIwaslosingher

withoutafight.IneverrealizedthatIwas

hurtingherandIcansafelysayIwasselfish.

Shegotup,tookhergownandwalkedoutof

thebedroom.

Ididn'tfollowher.Idecidedtogiveherspace.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledmybrother.My

brotherwastheonlypersoninmyfamilythat

didn'tlikeMary.Hedidgoseethebabyonceor

twiceandhedidn'twanttoseejuniorwhile

Marywasthere.It'sunderstandable,sincehe

reallylikedZenia.PlushewasdatingMpho,



eventhoughhestillthinksIdon'tknowaboutit.

Hewouldtellmewhenheisreadyto.Hedidtry

totalktomeaboutabandoningZeniawhileI

playhappyfamilywithMaryandItoldhim he

wasbeingdelusional.IguessIdidn'treallysee

thatwhatIwasdoingwaswrong

Adrian:whatdoyouwant?

Aiden:isthathowyougreetyourbrother?Are

wefighting?

Adrian:Ihavethingstodosotellmewhatyou

wantsoIcangetbacktowhatIwasdoing.

Aiden:ImessedupandIneedyourhelp.



Adrian:Messingupisyourmiddlename.Tell

mesomethingnew.

Aiden:comeonnow..Zeniaisleavingme

Adrian:ThankGodshefinallyrealisedherworth.

Aiden:reallynow?Whosesideareyouon.

Adrian:notyours,clearly.

Aiden:helpmeout.Ican'tloseherandright

nowsheispissedatme.

Adrian:no.I'm nothelpingyou.Ihavebeen

tellingyouthatyouaremistreatingthisgirlbut

youweretooproudtosee.



Aiden:I'lltelldadthatyouaregay

Adrian:what?Areyouseriousrightnow?Sowe

areresortingtoblackmailingnow?

Aiden:it'snotblackmailing.Ijustwantyouto

helpandstopbeingmadatme.Pleasehelpme.

Adrian:stopmessingaroundbecauseyouknow

youwillblackmailme.

Aiden:im sorry!I'm desperate.

Adrian:whatdoyouwantfrom.



Aiden:IwantyouandMphotositdonewithher,

separatelyandtalktoheronmybehalf.

Adrian:Iwantyoutostopbeinganassholeand

bethereforZenia.Youdidherwrongbyhaving

thiskidoutofnowhere.Nowwhatyouare

doingisworse.Maryneedstomoveoutofyour

houseandbacktotheapartmentshegot.You

canseethebabyonweekendsandyoudon't

havetosayhowhigh,everytimeshesaysjump.

It'sannoying.

Hehungup.

IwenttoseeMaryandtoldhershehadtomove

outofmyhouse,backtotheapartmentmy

motherboughtforher.IeventoldherthatI'll

cometakethem babywhenIwanttospend

timewithhim,insteadofspendingtimewithher



too.Ieventoldhershemustlimitcallingmeor

elseI'llblockherforgood.Marywouldcallto

tellmeaboutunnecessarythingseverysecond

chanceshegot.Itwasquiteannoying.

WhenmyfamilyfoundoutaboutwhatIdid,

theywerereallymadatme.Butitwasmy

decisionandIstickedtoit.IhadtomanupifI

wantedtokeepmyperson.

Changesweredoneandpeoplewerenothappy

butImanagedtokeepZenia.IhardlyseeMary

andwhenIwantedtoseethebabyIwouldsend

thenannytobringhim andtakehim backZenia

wasfondofhim,andhelikedhertoo.Ieven

toldMaryshetostopcallingmeforgood.When

therewassomethingconcerningthebaby,she

wouldhavetocallmysisterandthenmysister

willcallme.



Thearrangementsdidn'tsitwellwithher.She

startedlosingweightandlookedsortof

miserable.Mybrothersaidshewasusingdrugs

butIdoubtedthat.Ididn'twanttojumpinto

conclusions.Therewerereportsfrom thenanny

thatsheseemeddepressed.Everydayitwould

besomething.Shewasclearlyfailingtotake

careofmychild.

Myrelationshipwasonthinice.Ihadtobe

carefulaboutwhereIwalkorelseIwouldfind

myselfdrowning.ButIhadonethingIneeded

toaskfrom Zenia.Ibelievedshecouldmakea

bettermotheroneday.Shewascapable.Ifshe

forgavemeforallthisthenperhapsshecould

alsoraiseachildthatwasn'thers.

"BabeIneedtoasksomething!"Isaidtoher



whenwewereeatingdinner

"What?"

"Iwanttofileforafullcustodyformysonso

hecancomelivewithus.Maryisclearlyno

longerfittobeamother.IknowIhavebeen

askingtheimpossiblefrom you,andIwould

understandifyousayno.Icanalsotakehim to

myparentssohecanLive.Ijustwantyour

approvalinallthese"

Thiscouldeitherbreakormakeourrelationship!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter75



Aiden'sPOV

Zeniaagreedonthecustodything.Shewas

goingtohelpmegetmysonfrom thatjunkie.

ShemaynothavetoldmepersonallybutIcould

seeshehasgrowntolikethatchild.Eventhe

waysheheldhim.Shewasn'tpretending.

Ididtellmyfamilyaboutmyplanandofcourse

theywereagainstitlikeIthoughttheywould.

ThosepeoplehateZeniaandit'sawonderhow

somepeoplecanjustlookatapersonand

decidetheydon'tlikeher.Thereasonofher

beingacriminalwasnotenoughtodespiseher

likethat.Myfamilyhasalwaysbeenafamilyof

criminals.SoIwonderiftherewassomething

happeningbetweenthem thatIwasnotbriefed

aboutoritwasjustpurehatredwithoutavalid

reason.



Mymotherclaimedthatshewillkilljuniorwhile

mysistersaidsheshouldn'tevenbeallowed

nexttohim.Mydadblamedmeforwhatwas

happeninginMary'slife.AsifIforcedthedrugs

onher.Adrianwastheonlypersonsupporting

mewhichiswhyhewasoverthemoonwhen

heheardthatIproposed.

Yep.It'sadonedeal.Shesaidyes.

Ibelievewecanhaveagreatfamilyandbuild

ourownempire.Thefamilywasmadas

expectedbuttheycangojumpabridge.I'm

tiredofthem tryingtolivemylifeonmybehalf.

Theycanbeapainintheass.

WehavedecidedthatafterMarysignsoverher

parentalrights,wewilltakeawelldeserved

vacationwithjunior.Thingswerefinallylooking



upforme.

*****

Ray'sPOV

Ialmosthadaheartattacktoday.Reasonbeing,

IwitnessedAidenproposingtoZeniaandshe

saidyes.whydidIhavetoseethat?

I'm stillnothappywiththosetwodating,let

aloneseeingZeniahappy.shemightaswellbe

miserableasIam andIwilldefinitelyfeelbetter.

Iwasouttheremindingmyownbusinesswhen

IsawsomebodylikeZeniawithachildona

stroller.Shewenttosomerestaurantandtook

aseat.Thewaitercametotakeherorder.She

thentookthebabyoutandstartedplayingwith

it.Whendidsheevenhaveababy?Thelast



timeIcheckedshecouldn'thavekidsnomore.

Idon'tevenrememberhearingaboutherbeing

pregnant,unlesssheusedasurrogate.Iwas

abouttogotoherwhenSomeweirdosstarted

singingsomelovesongsandthat'swhenIsaw

Aidencomingoutofnowheretogoonhisknee

andpoppedthequestion.Everybodyliterally

stoppedwhattheyweredoingtowatchthe

showAidenhadputup.Tomydismay,shesaid

yesandthelittlecrowderupted.Somewhere

eventakingvideos.Iwassoannoyedandhurt

atthesametime.

Zeniawillalwaysbethatgirlwhohaveaspecial

placeinmyheart.Butwhendidshehaveababy?

IgottomyhouseandcalledReetocome

immediately.Shedidn'twastetime.

"Whatisit.Yousoundeddistraughtonthe



phone?"

"WhendidZeniahaveababy?.Wasshe

pregnantordidshehaveasurrogate?"

"WellIdon'tknowRay.Ifshedoesn'tpost

aboutit.Howam Isupposedtoknow?"

"Askarounddamnit!Thisiswhyikeepyou

around.Youneedtoupdatemeonthese

things"

"Ididtellyouthatshecan'thavekids.Soitwas

definitelyasurrogate....ohwait.Itcouldbe

Mary'sbaby!"

"MaryMary?"



"Yeah.Youwouldn'tknowbecauseyouare

neverhomeanyways.Aidencheatedwithher

andshegotpregnant"

"What?"

"Youheardright"

"Ohwow.SothebabyIsawisMary's.Evenif

wehurtthatbabyitwon'tevenaffectZenia.I

betshedoesn'tevenlovethatbaby.Zeniaisa

coldbloodedanimalandpoorAidenprobably

doesn'tevenknowaboutit"

"Youwereplanningtohurtaninnocentbaby.

Whatiswrongwithyou.Youarethecold

bloodedanimal"



"nothingiswrongwithmebutIneedtosee

Zeniasuffer."

"YouhavebeensingingthatsongsinceJesus

wasstillinthemanger"

ThismightbetheonlywayIcouldgettoZenia.

Usingthebaby.Truthisitwasn'teasytoattack

Zenialately.Guzmantriedandhefailed.After

thehijackingandwhatnothedecidedhewas

goingtodothesametohereventhoughhehad

noproofshewastheonewhostolefrom him.It

wasobvious,Zeniafixedtheburntlabinless

thanaweekafterthehijackingandafterthat

shewasopeningotherbranches.Itallrequired

moneyanddrugsandshedefinitelydiditwith

whatshestole.



Shewasgettingpowerfulbythepassingof

eachdayanditwaseasyforhertodoalotof

thingsundergroundbecausepeopleknewher

namebuttheycouldneverputafacetoit.

PerhapsifweExposehertoeveryoneinthe

drugworldthenwecanbeabletotakeher

downbecauseshewillbevulnerable.

Guzmanmightnotadmititbuthewasfailingto

bringherdown.Hedidtrytoattackthenewly

refurbishedlabbuthismenwasoutnumbered

andkilled.Sheseemedtohavehiredmoreand

morementoworkforher.Tothisday,wehave

failedtolocateherbiggestcartelatMexico.

"Youaresoobsessedwiththatgirl.It'snot

normal.Anywaysyoumightbeinterestedto

knowthatMaryisnotcopingwellwiththefact

thatAidenwantsnothingtodowithher.Soshe



hasresortedtodrugsanddepression.The

coupleisfightingforthefullcustodyofthat

childandinfactshehasgiventhem thechild.

Theyarejustwaitingtosignsomepapers"

"What?GetMaryhere,now!"

"What?Why?"

"Theycan'thavethehappilyeverafterthey

want.Notonmywatch.Iam goingtoputastop

tothis"

"ShehatesmeRay.Youseemedtoforgetwhat

happenedbetweenthethreeofuslasttime"

"Ohcomeonnow.Youaretellingmethatyou



can'tmanipulateapersonwhoisdownandout?

SometimesIaskmyselfwhyIstillhaveyou

around.YouareweakanduselessReabetswe"

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledMary.Ijust

askedtoseeherastherewassomethingwe

wantedtodiscuss.Shedidn'thesitate

IsentanUbertopickherupandwhenshe

came,youcouldtellshehasreallybecomea

junkie.Herhairwasunkempt,shesmelledlike

shehasn'tbeentakingabathforquitesome

time.Halitosiswastheorderoftheday.

Imagineruiningyourlifelikethisforaman.

maryisweak.

Aftertalkingwithher,Ifoundoutthatitwas

truethatshewantedtogivethechildawayas

shewasnotfittotakecareofit.Infactshe



didn'twantthebabybecauseAidendoesn't

wanther.

"Soyouwanthim tohaveahappilyeverafter

withZeniausingyourchild?"

"Letthem haveit.Idon'tcare"

"Yesyoudocare.Zeniaistheproblem here.If

shewasn'there,youwouldbewithhim andthat

childrightnow.Theonlythingkeepingthem

togetherisyourson.Cleanupyourmessand

takecareofyourownchildandseeifthat

relationshipwilllastanotheryear.

"Maybeyouareright.



"Notmaybe.I'm definitelyright.Youarenot

someonewhogivesupeasily.Youareastrong

woman.Drugscan'tkeepyoudown.I'llgetyou

agoodlawyerandyouwillgetyourmanand

yourchildback"

Isawhereyeslightup.

Wearefinallyontosomethinghere!

Thosetwowon'tevenknowwhathitthem!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter76

Zenia'sPOV

TodayIwokeupandhadsomeamazing

breakfastinbed.Allthankstobae.Heoutdid

himselfthistimearound.



"MorningFutureMrsKhan"

"MorningMrKhan"

HekissedmeontheforeheadwhileIreached

foragrape.Icouldn'tbelievethatIhavefinally

letmyguarddownconcerningmarriageandI

wasreadytotietheknot.Itwasabigstepon

mypartbecauseasadruglord,therivals

alwaystargetyourfamily.

Wewillcrossthebridgewhenwegetthere.

RightnowIwasenjoyingthebreakfastmy

fiancemade.

Weateandthenwenttotakeabathtogether.

Juniorwaswithhergrandparents.Theycame

andtookhim lastnight.Iknowtheydon'ttrust



mearoundhim.Aidenknowsittoobuthelied

andsaidtheyjustwantedtoseehim.

Businesswiseeverythingwasgoinggreat.We

startedapproachingdrugdealersincertain

countriestoseeiftheycanworkwithus,others

refusedandothersweremorethanhappyto

workwiththeGreatIvannaEscobarthat

everybodytalkedaboutandnobodyhasnever

seen.Theoneswhorefusedprobablyregretted

theirdecisionsbecauseIdidn'tletthem offthe

hook.Westartedhijackingtheirbusinessesone

byone.Theaim wastobuildthebiggestdrug

cartelthereisoutthere.anyonewhoisagainst

uswillcursethedaytheywereborn.Diegohas

becomeatrustedrighthandmanofmine.I

knowaGuzmantriedtoattackusbutdidn't

evengofarwithhisplan.Ihadalreadyplanned

forhim andhisminions.



TheweekwentonsowelltillIreceivednews

thatMaryhaschangedhermindaboutsigning

overherparentalrights.IthoughtAidenwas

jokingbutitturnedouttobetrue.Wewould

havetotakehertocourtinordertogetthe

custodyofjunior.I'm afirm believerthatevery

mothershouldraisetheirownchildbutMary

wasnotfit.Ithinkshehadanunderlyingmental

illness.NotthatI'm diagnosingher...something

isjustnotrightwiththatgirl.Howcanyouruin

yourlifeoveramanandnotevencareabout

yourownchild.AllsheeverwantedwasAiden's

attention.Shewasadangertoselfandjunior.

Aidenwantedustogetmarriedfastbutwith

thecustodybattlehappening,theweddinghas

tobeputonhold.Maryhadchangedallofa

sudden.Shewasnolongerthanjunkie.The

courtcouldn'tmakeadecisiononthefirstday.

Theyhadtosendasocialworkertoassessthe



situationforsometime.Seeifthebabywasin

goodhandswiththemotherandallthatstuff.

Ourreasonsfortakingjuniordidn'tseem valid

nomoresinceMarywasachangedperson

altogether.Sheevenhadoneofthestrongest

lawyerIknow.Somebodywasdefinitelyhelping

herinallthese.

ItcouldbeAiden'sfamilybecausetheyactually

madeitclearthattheydidn'twantmetoraise

thatchild.Duringcourtcasestheywere

supportingMary.Iguesstheytoldhertoclean

upheractinordertokeepthebaby.Ioverheard

Aiden'smothertalkingtothesocialworker

aboutMarybeingagoodmother.ImeanWTF.

MarywonthefullcustodyofhersonandAiden

wasgrantedvisitingrights.Thejusticesystem

canannoyyouattimes.



Wehadtoacceptandmoveon.Apartofme

wantedAidenandItodiscusstheissueofa

surrogatemother.Iwasn'tgettinganyyounger

andneededtohavemyfirstchildaswell.So

onenightIstartedthetopicabouthaving

anotherbabyandheshutmedown.Hesaidhe

wasn'tready.Ag.

ItwasamatteroftimetillMaryrelapse.Itdidn't

eventakeamonthtillshewentbacktothe

drugs.WellIwasnotsosureaboutthatbutthis

otherdayshecalledmecryinghysterically.

Zenia:calm downMary!.What'swrong.

Mary:IthoughtIcoulddothisbutIcan't.I'm

failing.



Zenia:dowhat?

Mary:raisethebabyonmyown.Ineverwanted

to.Rayforcedmetofightincourt.

Zenia:Ray!Ray?Thatspawnofsatan.It'sok

Mary.WecanraiseJuniorwhileyougogeta

professionalhelp.

Mary:maybeIshouldjustdie.Ijustwantyouto

telljuniorthatItriedbeingabettermotherto

him andIfailedandIshallalwayslovehim.

Shehungup.

Ohshit!Iquicklygotmycarkeysanddroveto

herplace.Iwouldn'tlivewithmyselfknowing



thatIcouldhavestoppedherfrom killing

herself.IdroveasfastasIcouldtoher

apartment.Itwasn'tthatfarfrom myplace.

Igotthereandfoundherholdingjunior'spicture

crying.Shehadaknifeanddozensofpillson

herhands.Itwasnotagoodsight.Shelooked

distraught.Igottheknifeawayfrom herand

huggedher.Triedtalkingtoheraboutnot

committingsuicide.Ihaveneverbeengood

withthosethingsbuthereIwas.

ShecalmeddownandIaskedwherejuniorwas

andshetoldmeshetookhim tohermother.I

talkedtoherabouttakinghertoashrinkand

sheagreed.SoIdrovehertothenearestshrink

Iknewandleftherthere.Icalledhermom togo

pickherupafter.Iwasgoingtotakeherhome

butIhadacrisiswithsomedrugsthatgot



deliveredtothewrongfolks.Hermother

assuredmeshewasgoingthere.

Shecalledmelaterontellingmethatshewent

topickherupandshewasnowfeelingmuch

better.IgothomeafterfixingthecrisisIhad

andtookanap.Iwaswokenupbymyphone

ringing.ItwasAiden.AllhesaidwasIshould

cometoMary'sapartment.

Hesoundedlikehehasbeencrying.DidMary

finallykilledherself.Igotthereandfoundcops

andabodybeingtakenaway.Thebodywas

waytoosmalltobeMary's.

"Whatdidyoudo?"

Hau,nowI'm beinggreetedbywhatdidyoudo?



ThatwasAidenaskingmethatquestion.By

nowIhavefiguredwhatmightbehappening.

TherewasAiden'swholefamily,Mary,her

motherandsomewomanwhowasprobably

Mary'srelative.

"Whatdidyoudotomyson?"Heaskedagain.

Thistimearoundcryinglikealittlebaby.

JuniorwasdeadandthatwasthebodyIsaw

beingcarriedoutbutwhyam Ibeingaccused?.

Marywasseatedonthemat,cryinglikeherlife

dependedonit.HermotherandNadiawas

comfortingher.

Losingachildisoneofthemostpainfulthinga

parentcanevergothroughwhichiswhyI

understoodwhyAidenwascryinglikethat.He



lovedhissonbutsodidI.Buthewasouthere

accusingmeofthingsIdidn'tdobecausehe

listenedtothatmentalcasecalledMary.She

probablykilledthebabyanddecidedtoframe

me.I'm sureRaytoldhertokillthatchildto

spiteme,notforgettingframingme.That'shis

specialitymos.Heispredictable,Henever

comesupwithnewthing.(yawns)

AdriantookmetothetheOthersidetobriefme

aboutwhatwashappeningwhileeveryonewas

busycomfortingeachother.Juniorwasindeed

deadbutthestoryMarywastellingeveryone

wasthatIcametoseeherthenlaterwentto

seejuniorupstairswhileshecontinued

watchingTVorwhatevershewasdoing.ThenI

camebackandtoldherhewassleeping.She

thenaskedforalifttoanearbysupermarket.

Fewhourslateraftercomingback,sherealised

Juniorhasbeensleepingforsometime,Wentto



checkonhim andfoundhim notbreathing.

"Noweveryonedoesn'tunderstandwhyyou

werehereinthefirstplace,includingyour

fiancéesinceyouandMaryain'tfriends.And

thereisaneighborthatsawyouplustheCCTV

inthisplacedidseeyoucomeinandleavewith

Mary."Hesaidrunninghishandsthroughhis

hair.

"Icamebecauseshecalledmetalkingabout

killingherself"

"Ithinksheplannedthis.Justtellthem the

truth"

"Andyouthinktheywillbelieveme.Wakeup

Adrian.Thisisyourfamilywearetalkingabout.



Theyhavealreadymadeuptheirmindsand

poisonedAidenintheprocess"

"Shealsomentionedthatyouweretherethe

dayshegavebirth.Shesaidsomewoman

helpedhergivebirthandyoudidn'twantherto

betakentothehospitalorbehelpedforthat

matter"

"Wow...youknowwhat?I'm donewiththis

pyschoandyourfamily.Alreadytheyhavetaken

hersideandAidendoesn'tseem likeheeven

wantstobelievemysideofthestory"

"Ohsoyouarehavingsidemeetings,youtrying

togetmybrotheronyoursidehuh?Come

answerforyourselfinfrontofeveryone.You

areacoldbloodedkillerZenia"Nadiasaid

draggingmebacktowhereeveryonewas.I



didn'tevenputupafightbecauseIdidn'thave

theenergy.

IgotthereandwenttoAiden.

"Ihavenothingtodowiththis.Icamehere

becauseshewantedtokillherselfandItook

hertoashrink.Shetoldmethebabywasather

mother'splace.Whatevershetoldyouisalie

AidenandpleasebelievemeAiden.Please"I

saidtohisface,tearsstartingtorolldownmy

face.

Hisfacialexpressionwasfullofangerand

hatredandIcouldseeitwasalldirected

towardsme.Hedidn'tbelievemeeventhough

hedidn'thavetosayit.



"Youknowwhat,fuckyouAidenKhanandthis

stupidfamilyofyours...notyouadrian....fuck

youallandtakethislovelywomanofyourstoa

pyschiatrichospitalbeforeit'stoolate"

Isaidwalkingout.Heeheepleasebelieveme!

WhydidIevencry?Busywastingmytearson

nonsense.Noneofthesewasworthit.Noteven

Aiden,noteventhisrelationship.Ivannawould

havebeenfarwithhergoalsifshedidn'twaste

hertimewiththisbullshit!

Igothome,calledDiegotogetmeaplane

ticketandavisa,plusanewpassportASAP.It

wasnotyetthetimetoputivannainwriting,

anyothernamewoulddoexceptZenia.Ididn't

wanttobefoundandIwasnotgoingtobe

found.



Therewasnoneedtopack.Iwasn'ttaking

anythingwithme.Icalledarealestateagentto

putthehouseonsaleandsellwhateverwas

inside.IwouldcallMphoonceIhavesettled.

ThisismeofficiallymovingoutofSouthAfrica...

AdiosAmigos!

***********

WillZeniaeverbefound?WillMaryachieveher

goal?WilltheKhanfamilyfeelthewrathfrom

theoneandonlyIvannaEscobar?

FindoutinthenextepisodeofdragonballZ!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter77



Aiden'sPOV

"What'supwithyouandWestlifetoday?.I'm

kindofsickhearingthesesongsrightnow"

Adriansaidashewalkeduptotheradioand

switcheditoff.

Ididn'tsayanythingtohim.Ijustcontinued

lyingonmybedandstaringattheceiling.

"WelldoyouhonestlythinkZeniakilledjunior?"

"DidIsayshekilledhim?"

"Answerthedamnquestion...yesorno!"

"Idon'tknowwhattobelieve.AllIknowisIlost

mysonandImightlosemyfiancee"



"WellMaryislying.Idon'tknowwhathappened

therebutZeniahadnothingtodowithit.sheis

delusional"

"Youarealwaysonhersidethough"

"Soyouwantmetosidewithajunkiewhois

probablynotmentallywell?Youshouldbethe

onesidingwithZeniarightnow.Whathappened

toinnocenttillprovenguilty."

"I'm notsidingwithanyone.I'm justhurtmy

sonisgoneandhewasmurdered"

"Weareallhurtheisgonebutpointingfingers

rightnowwon'tbringhim back.Youknowour

familyhatesthatgirlandtheywillmakeyou



believeshediditeventhoughshedidnot.Just

considerherversionofeventsandnotjust

listentooneside."

Hespokethenleft.Iwasnotentirelyblaming

Zeniaforjunior'sdeathbutthefactthatshe

wenttoseeMaryonthatfatefuldayandatthe

exacttimemysondiedworriedme.

I'm inpain.Idon'twanttolieanditallreminds

meofwhenmylittlesisterwasbrutallykilled.It

allcamebacktome.Herdeathwasthereason

Ididn'twantkids.Looknow,Iwentontohavea

kidandthepainisbackandworsethanbefore.

AweekwentbyandIstayedindoorsmourning

thedeathofmyson.Ididn'twanttogo

anywhereorseepeople.Ijustwantedtobe

alone.IsawMaryonceandIdidn'tevenprobe



furtherwhatreallyhappened.Itwasthepolice's

jobtodothat.WeburiedjuniorandZeniadidn't

cometothefuneral.Ithinkitwasbetterthat

way.Marywasnotthereaswell.Iguessthe

painwastoomuchtobearforher.

Afterthefuneral,iwentbacktomyroom.The

onlysafehavenIknew.Mymom walkedinto

tellmethatthecopsweretheretoseeme.I

wasnotinthemoodbutIwenttothem

anyways.Iaskediftherewereanyarrestsmade

sofarandtheysaidno.Ididn'treallywantZenia

tobearrestedforthis,evenifshewastheone

whodidit.Therewasprobablyanotherwayof

dealingwithher.

Howeverthecopstoldmetheautopsywas

backandmysondiedbecauseofsuffocation.

Theysaidhedidn'tdiethetimewewereall



thinkinghediedat.Heactuallydiedabout12hrs

beforehewasreporteddead.Sotherewasno

waysZeniacouldhavedoneitthattime.Infact

thetimeshegotthere,hewasalreadydead.

"Wewouldliketoaskthemothersome

questions,howeversheisnoteasytofind.If

youguyshearanythingaboutherwhereabouts.

Pleasedocallus"thecopsaidashegotupto

leave..mymom didn'tsayathing,itwaslike

shewasn'teventhere.

Thiswasalottodigestatonce.SoZeniawas

innocent?BeforeIcouldevensayathingtomy

mom aboutwhatthecopsaidAdriancalledto

tellmethatMaryhasbeenadmittedatthe

hospitalandIshouldgoseeher.Itoldmymom

aboutitandsheinsistedthatthewholefamily

wascomingwithme.MydadandNadiawere



concernedthatshetriedtokillherselfbecause

shewasfailingtodealwithherson'sdeath.I

didn'teventellthem thatZeniahasbeen

cleared.Mymom wasnotsayingathingeither,

ifZeniawasfoundguiltyshewouldhavebeen

makingnoiserightnow.Wewenttothe

emergencydepartmentandweretoldthatshe

hasbeenmovedtotheward.Wefoundthesaid

wardandyouwon'tbelievewhatwesaw.

Shewasbeingaggressiveandtakingoffthe

hospital'spyjamasandspeakingincoherent

things.Apparentlyshewasfoundwanderingin

thestreetsnaked,sayingshewasGodandhad

powerstokillandraisepeople,henceshekilled

herbaby.Itfeltlikeamoviereally.Theystopped

theshowbysedatingher.

Thedoctoraskedtoseeustoasksome



questions.Thedoctortoldusthatshekepton

repeatingthatshemurderedhersonbecausea

spirittoldhertodoso.Heaskedifshereally

hadababyoritwasoneofherdelusions.

Ican'tbelievethatIactuallybelievedthisgirl's

liesandcouldn'tevenseethatshewasa

mentalcase.IbelievedajunkieandrightnowI

feelsostupid.Mymom didn'tevenwanttolook

atmebecausesheknewthatsomewhere

somehowitwasherfaultthatJuniorwasdead.

ShemadesurethatthecourtseeMaryasafit

mother.SheandherbeloveddaughterNadia.

"Areyouhappynow?"Iaskedherandshe

didn'tlookatme.Notevenonce.

"Thisisnotthetimetopointfingers"mydad

said.



"Thisistheperfecttimetopointfingers.Yaall

madesurethatthejunkiegetfullcustodyof

thatchild.Youfailedjunior.Yousenthim toa

murderer.Notonlydidyoudothat,youfinally

droveZeniaoutofmylife.Youshouldbehappy

becausethisisallyouhaveeverwanted.You

knowwhat,yaallcanremainwiththiscrazy

personofyours.Iwantnothingtodowithher"

Ileft.

Adrianwasnotatthehospital.Ifoundhim at

home.Hetoldmethatafriendofhiswhowasa

copidentifiedMaryastheytookhertothe

hospitalanddecidedtocallhim.

Ididn'tevenwanttotellhim whatIhavejust

discovered.



"Youdon'thavetotellme,myfriendtoldme

everything"hespokeasifhewasreadingmy

mindandIguessnowitwasthetimefor'Itold

youso'.

"Itsunfortunatehermentalillnesshadtobe

foundaftermurderingthatinnocentsoul.I

knowyouarehurtingandit'sgoingtohurtfor

quitesometimebutdon'tblameyourselflike

lasttimeAiden.ThelastthingIneedtohearis

thatyouareusingdrugsasawaytocope"

"I'llbefine.Im alreadyseeingashrink.Ijust

needtogoseeZeniaandapologizeforbeingan

ass.Sheprobablyhatesthesightofmeright

now"



"It'sok.I'lldriveyouthereandtalktoheron

yourbehalf."

WedrovetoZenia'splaceandwassurprisedto

findnewpeoplestayingthere.AtfirstIthought

wehadawronghousebutIknewherhouse

verywell.Theytoldustheyjustboughtthe

housethreedaysagoandwasonaprocessof

movingin.

Icouldn'tbelievethis.

AnotherweekhasgonebyandIdidn'tknow

whereZeniawas.Itwaslikeshehas

disappearedfrom thefaceoftheearthwithout

atrace.MylasthopewasMphoandknowing

thatAdrianwasdatinghim,Ithoughtwewillget

someinformation.



Itturnedoutthatthecouplefoughtover

somethingandMphowasnowheretobefound

aswell.Heresignedfrom hisjoband

disappearedtoo.Theirsocialmediaaccounts

weregone.

"Howcanhedothiswithouteventellingme?"

Adriansaid.

"ThatisnotthepointrightnowAdrian.You

needtothinkaboutanycountrythatMpho

talkedaboutthemostorsomething"

"ZenialeftandI'm prettysureshedoesn'twant

tobefound.Youaskedeverywhereandnoone

hasanideaofherwhereabouts.NowMphois

gonetooandit'sallyourfault"



HaveyoueverwatchedaNigerianmoviewhere

theywillsay"youareafool!".

Ifeltasifthosewordswerebeingsaidtome.In

patienceozokwor'svoice!

******

Zenia'sPOV

Youcanneverhaveanannoyingfriendlike

Mpho.IgottoMexicoandstayedaweek

withoutcheckingmysocialmediaaccounts.

Plusmynumberswerenotworking.WhenI

finallyopenedthem,Ifoundhundredsof

messagesfrom MphoaskingifIwasdeador

whatsinceIdisappearedwithoutatrace.He



eventoldmethepolicewerelookingformeand

cametoaskhim questions.

Ifinallyreachedouttohim andtoldhim Ihave

movedoutofthecountry.Hewasfumingand

accusedmeofnotlovinghim.Hethen

demandedthatIbringhim towhereverIwas.

ApparentlyhehadafightwithAdrian.SoIdid.

HereweareinMexico,notanidealcountryto

stayat.IcameherebecauseIknowitwillnever

beeasytofindmeplusit'seasiertogetthe

drugbusinessgoinghere.

"Sowhathappenedbetweenyouandlover

boy?"

"Canyoubelievehisnerve.Apparentlyhisdad



issuspectingsomethingsoheaskedustotake

abreak.Idon'tunderstandwhyheisnotjust

tellinghim.Hisdadisevenplanningtosend

him toSerbiaorwhateverthatcountryisandhe

didn'trefuse.It'slikeI'm asparewheelinhislife.

Imatterwhenhewantsmeto"

"Sorrychomi,"

"Nosorrytowhathappenedtoyou.Aidencan

beaboresometimesnxa"

"Wellthat'sinthepastnow.Weneedtoget

ready.Thereisaheisthappeningtonightand

weneedtogetready"

"What?We?"



"Youcanstayhereandsleep.It'sok.I'lltake

careofit"

MyphoneranganditwasDiego.

Diego:heyboss.Wearereadyfortheheist

tonight.

Zenia:I'm glad.Diego,Iwouldalsoliketo

updateyouthatihavesuccessfullycutoff

Guzman'sdrugsupplytosouthAfrica.

Diego:goodnewsboss.

Zenia:yesRayandJameswillsooncomeand

begmetosellthem drugs.Anywaysplease

checkiftheguysmanagedtodestroythatlabin



Zim thatbelongedtoJames.

Diego:I'm onitboss.

Ihungup.

"Okwhoareyou?AndwhathappenedtoZenia?

MphoaskedandIjustsmiled.

IwantedtodealwithRayFirstbeforeIcould

startwiththeKhan'sfamily.

It'sgoingtobefunseeingthem begformercy!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter78



Ray'sPOV

"Whatthehellisgoingonhere?"Mybrother's

echoingvoicebroughtmebacktoreality.He

justbargedintomyofficewithouteven

knocking.

Ididn'tanswerhim.ThelastthingIneededwas

someonescoldingmelikeI'm 5yearsold.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyoudidn'tgetdrugs

lastmonth.I'm justfindingoutnowbecause

youdidn'tgetthem again"

"IthoughtIwasgoingtofixit"

"OhmyGod.Youcan'tjustfixeverythingby

yourself.Youneedtotellmewhenthereisa

problem soIcanhelp.Thisisnotgood.It'snot



goodatall"

"Tellmesomethingnew"Iyawned.

"Yourarroganceisthereasonwhywearehere.

Thecompanyaloneisnotdoingverywellall

becauseyouabandoneditforthedrug

business.Looknow,wehavenothingtostand

on.Investorsarethreateningtopullout.You

maynotwanttohearthis,butbetraying

Santiagowastheworstdecisionyouhaveever

made"

"Iwastryingtobuildusanempire.Something

dadfailedtodo.Iwantedustobeasbigasthis

Santiagoofyours.Heisdeadanyways.Stop

talkingabouthim"



"Thebiggestmistakeyoumadewastostart

workingwithGuzman.Hetookoverthelabs

youstoleandnowwhenIcalledhim aboutthe

drugs,hetoldmehehasbiggerproblemsto

worryaboutthansomedrugsupplytosouth

Africa.Imeanwhattheheckisthat?"

NowwasnotthetimetohearthisbutRafael

hasalwaysbeenagainstushijackingSantiago's

labsandwhatnot.Heneverwantedtowork

withGuzman.Rafaelhasalwaysbeenone

personwhoisscaredtotakeriskssotakinghis

advicewasnotsomethingIwaswillingtodo.I

mighthavetoadmitthatlettingGuzmantake

overwasnotawisedecision.Wellit'snotlike

wediditdeliberately.Thatguyknowshowto

gethiswayandhealwaysgetsit.Hetookover

thelabsashemadeitlooklikewewillgetmore

moneythatway.Theonlyreasonwegotholdof

him wastohelpuswithZeniabutitescalated



intosomethingwedidn'tanticipate.

Thedrugswerenotsuppliedlastmonth,when

wegotholdofhim ,hetoldusthattheguyshe

hasbeenworkingwithattheairportwereunder

investigationandtherewasnothinghecoulddo.

Jamesdruglabwasdestroyedinafire.With

Zim'sgovernmentfacingelectricityproblems

amongotherthings,itwasnotbeingproductive.

Guzmandidassureusthathewillfixitassoon

ashecanbutthiswasthesecondmonthand

nothingwashappening.Heseemedtobeunder

attackssothiswastheleastofhisworries.We

werenowlosingclientsfaster.Thingswerenot

lookinggoodforme.Thecompanywasnot

doingwelleither.

"Theonlywaytohelpusoutofthismessisto



goandaskforZenia'shelp"Rafaelsaid.

Ilaughed.

"Whatsfunny?"Heasked,lookingsoannoyed.

"WhyshouldIenlisthelpfrom thatperson?

Whatisitthatshehasthatcanhelpus.Thelast

timeIcheckedallshecaredaboutwassome

familyproblems.Santiagodiedandweallknow

sheisnothingwithouthim"

"arewetalkingaboutthesamechickwho

hijackedGuzman?.Shehasenoughdrugsto

supplyus.Herdrugswillhelpusthroughuntil

yousortthesethingsout"



"Overmydeadbody.Trysomethingelse."

"IcalledIvannaEscobar'spersonalassistant"

"Theunknownpersoneveryonetalksabout?"

"Yeahthatoneandsheiswillingtoworkwith

us"

"What?Isn'tsheSantiago'srelativeor

something?"

"Look,Thatpersonknowsthatbusinesscomes

first,whoeversheisandweshouldbegladshe

allowedus,providedsheisindeedhisrelative."

"Okwhatever.AllIneedisthedrugsassoonas



possible"

"ButwhatifIvannaisZenia.Imeansheisthe

onewhotookoverSantiago'sReignsright?

WhereisthisIvannacomingfrom?Andifsheis

Santiago'srelative,whyisn'tshefighting

Zenia?"

Ilaughed.Rafaelisdelusional.Zeniatookover

Santiago'sbusinessbuttherewasn'tanything

surprisinghappeningfrom herside.Ifanything,

thebusinesswasn'tevengrowing.Sheonly

managedtohijackGuzmanonceandrebuilta

labinColombia.Itevenseemedlikethelabin

Mexicowasnonexistent.Shewasonlyrelying

ontheColombianlab.Guzmanwaswatching

herdayandnight.Thereisnowaysheisthe

mysteriousIvanna.Never.

********



Zenia'sPOV

Iwokeupsick.Iwassupposedtocelebratethe

factthatImanagedtostopGuzman'sdrugs

supplytosouthAfrica.Thecelebrationwasnot

meanttobebecauseIwokeupwithaterrible

headacheandthenextthingIknow,I'm

vomiting.

"Areyouok?"Mphoaskedlookingconcerned

afterhefoundmesittingnexttothetoilet.It

wasbettertositthereincaseIstartvomiting

onceagain.

Hepickedmeup,bridalstyleandtookmetomy

bed.Iwassurprisedhecanactuallycarryme.

Hebroughtmewatertodrinkandthentoldme



heisgoingtoprepareahomemaderemedyfor

myvomiting.Idrankitandfeltabitbetter.

"ItmusthavebeensomethingIate"

Hejustnodded.Icouldtellhewasthinking

aboutsomethingelse.ThewholedayIwasfine

andMphotoldmetotakeabreakfrom work.

HesaidDiegowillhandleEverything.

ThenextmorningIwokeupfeelingnauseous

again.

"Youareforevertiredthesedays.Not

forgettingtheincreasedurination"Mphosaid

ignoringmygaze.



"Wellyeah.Ihavebeenworkingsohard.PlusI

drinklotsofwaterhencetheurination!"I

defended.

"Andthevomiting?"

"Don'ttellmeyouthinkIm pregnantbecause

I'm not"

"It'sjustapossibilityZenia.Thesymptomsare

there.Thereisnobetterexplanationtothis,

honestly"

"Ican'thavekids.Youknowthat,sothistopic

isofflimit.Thesecouldbesignsofanything"

Mphodidn'tsayanythingfurther.Laterthat



afternoonhetoldmehewasgoingshopping.

Hecamebackafteranhourorso.

"I'm notsayingyouarepregnantoranything

butpleasejusttakethetest?"

Hesaidhandingmeabunchofpregnancytests.

Theywereliketen.Wastennecessary?Wellhe

probablyknowsthatifonecomesoutpositive

,I'llstillbeindenialandwouldenduptesting

withallofthem.

It'snotlikeIdidn'tthinkaboutbeingpregnant.

Givenmysituation,thiswasscaryforme.

Imaginehavingthesesymptomsonlytofind

outIwasnotevenpregnant.Ihavemadepeace

withthefactthatIcan'thavechildrenandI

don'tneedthisrightnow.



"Please"hebegged

Itookfiveofthetestsandwenttothe

bathroom.

It'snowornever!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter79

Aiden'sPOV

Idon'twanttolosehopeofeverfindingZenia

butitwasprovingtobedifficultwithapassing

ofeachday.WillIeverfindher?.Itwasclear

shedoesn'twanttobefound.



Marygotworseatthepsychhospital,notthatI

wantedtoknowwhatwashappeningwithher

buthermotherupdatedme.Myfamilynever

wantedtotalkaboutheranditsbeenawhile

sinceIhaveseenthem.Istillblamethem for

mostofthethingsthathadhappened.Iwas

nowstayingwithAdrianfulltime.hewasalso

tryingtogetholdofMphobutitwasjustfutile.

Thiswasreallyfrustratingme,Idon'twanttolie.

MyphonerangandwhenIcheckeditwasmy

dad.WewerenotongoodspeakingtermsandI

waswonderingwhyhewascalling.Ianswered

anyways.

MrKhan:son!



Aiden:whatisit?

MrKhan:theHawksareinvestigatingus.

Aiden:what?Areyousure?

Mrkhan:IjustthoughtIshouldwarnyouguys

becauseallourassetsaregoingtobefrozen

pendingtheinvestigationincludingthehouse

youareinplusthecarsyouaredriving!

Aiden:what?Wherearewegoingtogo?This

can'tbehappening.

MrKhan:IwishIhadananswerbutIwas

caughtoffguardandnoneofourcardsare

workingaswespeak.



Aiden:wemighthavetogotoDubaiinthe

meantime.Toyourdadorsomeone

MrKhan:unfortunatelywecan'tleavethe

country,can'tdoanyillegalactivities.IthoughtI

shouldwarnyouguys.Ihavecalledfewofmy

associatestohelpuswithaplacetostay.You

mighthavetomovebackhereinthemeantime.

Hehungup.

Thiswasnothappening,notnow.Itdidn'teven

takelongtilltheHawkscameknockingonmy

doorwithaLetterofeviction,statingthatIwas

toleavethehousewithnothingfrom inside.I

hidmyphoneinmysock.Theywereprobably

gonnatakeitanyways.



Thisfeltlikeajoke.Itwaslikewewillwakeup

andeverythingwillbebacktonormal.Butit

wasnotmeanttobe.AdrianandImovedback

toCapetownaswecouldn'taffordtogo

anywhereelse.Wecouldn'tevenafforda

backroom inTembisa.Mydadhadmoney

hiddeninPortElizabethbutwiththeHawks

watchingus,wecouldn'tdoanythingaboutit.

Thelastthingweneededwasmorecharges

addedtowhatwealreadyhad.Wewerebeing

investigatedfordrugs,murders,kidnapping,

illegalweaponsamongotherthingsandit

seemedliketheyhadagoodcaseagainstus,

againstmydad.Onewayortheother,wewere

bothimplicated.

Amonthwentbythenanother.Thecasekept

onbeingpostponedandourlivesbecamehell

bythepassingofeachday.Theassociatesthat



dadbraggedaboutwerenowheretobeseen.

Everybodyhastakenabackseat,probably

scaredtheywillbeimplicatedtoo.

Onlyonepersonofferedusaplacetostaybutit

wasatwobedroom houseinatownship.My

motherandNadiahadahardtimeadjustingto

thenewlifestyle.Itwasbetterthanjail,Iguess.

Daysturnedtoweeksandweeksintomonths

andwecouldn'tevenaffordaproperlawyer.

Theinvestigationsseemstobetakingforever

sincewewereatthereceivingend.Outof

nowhere,Adrianwasclearedofallchargesso

hewasfreetogodowhateverhewantedand

heleft.Hehadajobatsomefashionhousethat

daddidn'tknowaboutsoafterbeingcleared,he

wentbackandIguesshecouldaffordan

apartmentofhisown.Heactuallyhadafriend



whohelpedhim getbackonhisfeet.Itwasa

Goodthingbecausehewouldsendmoneyfor

foodandotherstuffweneeded,eventhough

mydaddidn'twanttoacceptitatfirst.Hejust

realizedthattheHawkswerenotplayingand

lifeinthetownshipwasnotabedof

roses.Adrianaskedmetomoveinwithhim I

wasallowedtomoveanywhereinsouthAfrica

providedIreporttothem butIdidn'twantto

abandonmydadinthetimesofneed.We

neededtofigureawayoutandrightnowthings

werenotlookinggoodfrom ourside.

whoisbehindthisthough?

******

Zenia'sPOV



TodayIdidn'twanttogetoutofbed.Iwas

reallytiredanditwasMphowhodraggedme

outofbed.Ijustwokeupinnomoodtodo

anything.

Yousee,IhadplansformylifeeversinceI

movedoutofSouthAfrica.Theplansincluded

stayingawayfrom AidenKhanandhisfamily.I

wantednothingtodowithhim.Thetestscame

backpositive,alltenofthem.Ievenwantedto

sendMphotobuymoreandhetoldmeIwas

beingdelusional.

"Youneedtoacceptthatyouarepregnant"he

said,refusingtogobacktotheshops.

AcceptthatIam pregnant?Kidswerenolonger



partoftheequation,especiallyifAidenwasthe

father.Ididpromisemyselftoforgetabout

havingafamilyandfocusingonmakingmy

cartelthebiggestthereisoutthere.Thebaby

wasjustgoingtoruinit.Oncetheopposition

learnaboutmychildthentheywillwanttouse

him/hertogettome.I'm notevensureifIhad

whatittakestoprotectthechild.,Everyonewill

bevyingtogettheirdirtyhandsonivanna

Escobar'schild.Besidesthat,IwasscaredI

mighthaveyetanothermiscarriage.It'sscary

Mphowasexcitedaboutthechild.Hecouldn't

evenhideit.Wellthebabywashereandwhat

wasleftwasforAidennottoeverfindout.I

wasnotplanningtotellhim.Notnow,notever.

It'snotlikehedeservestoknow.

IhadplansforthatfamilyandIwanted



everyonetosuffer,exceptAdrianofcoursebut

hewaspartofthefamilysohewascaughtin

thecrossfire.Thatwasuntilloverboyfound

outwhatIwasdoinganddemandedthatIget

Adrianoutofit.

Mphostilllovedhim,eventhoughhenever

wantedtoadmittome.Healmostcriedwhen

hefoundoutwhatwashappeningtothem.I

wasnotfazed.Theyhadtosufferforwhatthey

didtome.

WemovedoutofMexicoandwenttoLondon

sinceMphoalwayscomplainedaboutnot

understandingSpanishamongotherthings.

Diegowastheonlypersonwhoknewthatwe

movedtotheUK.

Idecidedtotakealeavefrom mybusiness.I



wasjustgoingtofocusonthepregnancy.

Doingnothingwasdrivingmenutsthough.I

wouldfindmyselfemotionalfornoreason,I

wouldcraveweirdthings.Mphoalwaysmade

sureIwaswellcateredfor.Evenifitmeans

gettingupatnighttogogetwhateverIwas

craving.Iwasn'tabusinghim,itwasthatchild

heloveddearly.

Thethirdtrimestercameafterwhatseemed

likeforever.Iwasfat,noneofmyclothescould

fit.Theemotionswereonthealltimehigh.I

swearIcouldn'torderahitonanyonewhenI

waslikethis.Iwoulddefinitelyjustcryandtell

them tostop.Diegowasdoingagoodjob

though,Ihadtogiveittohim.

AsfortheKhan'sfamily,Ihavedecidedayear

ofsufferingwillbeenoughforthem.Maybetwo.



SohereIwasatthehospitalbedwithMphoby

myside.ScaredtodeaththatIwasaboutto

deliver.Ikeptaskingthedoctorifhecanjust

takemeforacaesareansectionandhetoldme

therewasnoneed.Thisguyprobablyhasn't

heardofSouthAfricanprivatedoctors.They

sendyoutocaesareansectionevenwhenthere

isnoneedsotheygettoclaim moremoney.

IshouldhavejustaskedMphotodeliverme.I

knowhewasverygoodatthis,plusgentle.

HoweverhewasdoingallhecantoensureI

wascalm.Thecalmnesswentoutofthe

windowwhenthedoctorsaidsomethingtothe

nurseabouttwinsorwhateverwhentheywere

busyputtingonaCTGMachine.

Ialmostjumpedoutofthebed.Mphotoldme



torelax.Thenursewenttotakethesonar

machineandtheydidn'tevenhavetoexplain

becauseIactuallysawthetwokidsinthere.

"B...butIdidcountlessofscans.Imean..."I

stuttered.

"Wealwayshaverarecasesoftwinshidingin

thewombandthescanmissesthem"the

doctorsaidandIfoughttheurgetorollmyeyes.

Iwasannoyedmorethananything.HowcanI

behavingtwins?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter80



Zenia'sPOV

Whenthenursehandedmemytwopooh

bears,Ifeltsomethingawakeninme,itwas

love.IfeltlovethatIdidn'tevenknowIhadin

me..mphocouldn'tstopsmiling.Itwasclearhe

wasexcited.SowasI.Itwasdoublethegiggles,

doublethegrinsanddoublethetrouble.

Wetookthem homeandthefirstfewnights

werethehardest.Kaydenwouldcrytilltears

wouldn'tcomeoutnomore.Kaylaontheother

sidehardlycried.Ihadaboyandagirl.Iswear

KaydenwasdefinitelycryingbecauseMpho

gavehim anamethatrhymeswithhisfather's

name.AlthoughMphoinsistedthenameshad

nothingtodowithhim,Iallowedhim toname

them.



IwasmorethanthankfulforMphoashewas

handsonwiththetwins.Wehadanannyas

wellsoIwasabletojugglebothmyworkand

thekids.

******

3yearslater(yep,that'sright)

******

Kaydenranaroundthehousewithhissisteron

histail.Hetookoneofhertoysandshewanted

itback.

"GiveherthetoybeforeIchangemymind

aboutthatmovieIpromisedyou"

"Okokok,Iwon'ttakeherstuffanymore"he



saidgivingitback.

Ithasbeen3yearssinceIwelcomedthistwo

intotheworldandIwasthankfulforthem every

singleday.Ihadmanagedtokeepthem away

from theirfatherandhisfamily.NobodyknewI

hadthem,exceptMphoandDiego.ThatwayI

gottodomyjobwithoutobstacles.

IboughtamansionintheUKthatIstayedin

withMphoandicanproudlysaymykidshada

comfortablelife.lifewasgood,really.Ihad

managedtoinfiltratealotofdrugcartelsandi

wasrunningthem.Guzmanwastheleastofmy

worries,whileRaycameknockingaskingfor

helpfrom Ivanna.Ihadhim whereIwantedhim .

IvannahadgrewintothewomanIwantedherto

become;strong,fearlessnotforgettingsexy

mama.



TheKhan'sfamilysufferedforayearandahalf

thentheircasewasdismissedduetolackof

evidence.ItwasallmydoingsafterallandI

wasgladtheydidlearnalessonortwo.

Afterthechargesweredropped,theyalsohad

tocomerunningforhelpfrom Ivanna.Ihaven't

revealedmyidentitytothem andIhadnow

decideditwastimeIdoso.Theywereallnow

workingforivanna,andIwonderiftheywillstop

whentheyfindoutit'sme.

Welltherewasonewaytofindout.

Mphomanagedtostayawayfrom Adrianfor

abouttwoyears.0nthethirdyear,theywere

backtogether.TheyreconciledonlineandMpho

startedgoingbacktoSouthAfricatoseehim.

Hewouldgothereatleasttwiceamonth.

Imaginethosehoursinaplane,twiceamonth?



Angeke!.ApparentlyAdrianhadfoundanew

guyandsinceMphowasforeverstalkinghim ,

hefoundoutabouttherelationship.Hewasn't

happyaboutitandstartedchattingwithAdrian

tilltheyeventuallygetbacktogether.

Iguesshewasinlove.Adriandidaskaboutme

andhewouldalwayslietohim aboutmy

whereaboutscitinghehasn'ttalkedtomeina

yearorso.Iknowhewasaskingforhisbrother.

RumourshasitthatAidenwasfindingithardto

moveonwithoutreallyknowingmy

whereabouts.ItrustedMphotokeepmy

whereaboutssecretfrom thatfamily.

Ihavebeeninvitedtoacharityeventnotfar

from whereIliveandIdecidedtoattendit.I

alwaysditchedmostoftheseeventsifnotall.

Thekidshavegrownanditwassafetoget



backtothedatinggame.Ihadneedsbutbeing

Ivanna,IalwayshadtobecarefulaboutwhoI

bringintomylife.Thiseventwasgoingtohelp

memingleandperhapsscoremyselfadate.

Mphogotmeabeautifuldress.Hewasn't

attending,insteadhevolunteeredtobabysit.He

wasactuallytheonewhoinsistedIhadto

attendthisevent,sayingitwastimeIgetsome

bedroom actionevenifit'saonenightstand.

It'snotlikeInevertrieddatingafterthetwins

wereborn,whentheyweretwoIhadaguywho

Iwashavingasexualrelationshipwithbutit

wasjustnotmeanttobe.Thesexwasn'tthat

great,hewasclingyandboredtheshitoutof

memostofthetime.SoIdumpedhim.

IwasattendingasZenia,theownerofmy

logisticscompanynotivanna.



HereIwastryingtoseem interestedin

whateverwasgoingonbutasamatteroffactI

wasthinkingaboutmybabies.Kaylawasmore

reservedwhileKaydenwastheoppositeofthat.

Hewassodramaticandlovedbeingthecentre

ofattention.Hetookafterhisaunt.Hewas

CrayCraylikeherbuthereallylookedlikehis

dad.KaylalookedlikeNadia.Ninewhole

monthsandnoneofthesekidslookedlikeme.

Tomakemattersworsetheytookaftera

personIconsideranenemy.Nadianeverliked

mefrom thegetgosoitwassafetocallheran

enemy.

"Areyouenjoyingyourself?"AvoiceIknewtoo

wellspoke.ItwasJason.

"I'm trying"Isaidfakingasmileashehugged

me.



"IthoughtIwasnevergonnaseeyouagain"

"HereIam"

"IhopeyouarestayingthissidenowbecauseI

am"

Ididn'tanswerthat.Ididn'ttrusthim enoughto

tellhim whereIwasstaying.Heseemed

genuinebutatthesametimelookedlikea

Shadycharacter.Howevertherewasnodenying

thathelookedlikehecouldtakemetoparadise

andbackinbed.

"Doyouwanttodance?'heaskedassome

soothingsongsstartedtoplay.Fewpeople

werealreadydancing.Iagreedandhestarted



slowdancingwithme.Hewasreallygoodin

this.

SoJasondidtheunthinkable,hegrabbedmy

butt.AnyotherdayIwouldhavecursedtheday

hewasbornandpouredchampagneonhim but

Iwasturnedon.IneverrealizedIneededsex

thismuchtillnow.

Iflinchedtohistouchandthat'swhenIsawhim.

StandinginacornerwasnoneotherthanAiden

Khan.Eventhoughhehadgrownabeardand

hishair,Icouldtellitwashim.Hiseyeswere

fixedonusandIdon'tknowforhowlong.His

facialexpressionwasunreadable.Perhapshe

wasshockedtoseeme.ButthenIsawhurtin

hiseyesandIfeltthattoo.AlltheseyearsI

havebeentellingmyselfIwantednothingtodo

withthisguy.Iinflictedpaintohim andhis



familyandneverfeltbadaboutit.WhywasI

feelinglikethisnow?DidIeverstoppedloving

him?

"Let'sgetoutofhere"Jasonwhispered,

bringingmebacktoearth.Atthisstagemy

eyesarestillfixedonAidenasIslowdanced

withJason.

DoIreallywanttogetoutofhere?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter61

Zenia'sPOV

Ihaven'tseenmyfriendMphoInawhile.He



foundajob,abitfarfrom whereIwasafter

comm-servesoitwasn'teasytoseeeachother.

Todayhecametoseemesowewentoutfor

lunch.

"Whenwereyouplanningtotellmeabout

Adrian"Isaidsippingonmywine.

"WhataboutAdrian"

"Don'tactdumb,Mpho.YouknowwhatImean"

"Fine.Wellhedoesn'twantanyonetoknow

aboutus.Heisstillintheclosetandhedoesn't

thinkhisfamilywilleverapproveofhim being

gay"



"Theyareabunchofcrazypeople"

"tellmeaboutit.Anyways.Howareyou.You

seem abitofflately"

"What?Youseeingthings"

"AhcomeonZenia.Iknowyoumorethanyour

manknowsyou.Sooutwithit."

"WellyouknowItoldyouwhathappenedat

hospitalthattimeandwhatthedoctortoldme.

Ihavebeenhopingforamiracle,hopingIwould

fallpregnant"

"Whyareyoutorturingyourself!.Ithinkyouare

stillindenialandthat'stheproblem here.Since



thedoctorsaidyoumightneverbeabletocarry

ababytoterm ifyouchooseIVFthenyoucan

alwaysdosurrogacy."

"Theproblem isAidendoesn'tknowandIdon't

knowhowtotellhim orifhewillbesupportive

orleaveme,besidesIwantedtoknowthat

feelingofcarryingyourownchild"

"Thatguylovesyoubabe.Hewon'tleave.

Forgetthewhatifandjusttellhim.Youwill

crossthebridgewhenyougetthere.I'm pretty

sureyoudon'twantkidsrightnowbutyouare

justputtingyourselfunderpressuretoprove

thatyoucangetpregnant.Thisisnothealthy

andyouknowit"

"Fine.I'llstopstressingmyselfandjusttell

Aiden.Thenwewilltakeitfrom there"



"Tellmewhat?"AvoiceIknewverywellasked

from behind.

"Aiden.Howdidyougethere?Imeanwhatare

youdoinghere?"

"IwashavinglunchwithMasonthenIsawyou

guysanddecidedtocomesayhi"

"Letmegogetsomethingatthatshop"Mpho

saidstandinguptoleave.Hedidn'tevenwait

formetoagreeornot.Hegotupandleft.Wow,

somuchforbeingafriend.

"Babe,whatisitthatyouwanttotellmeand

pleasedon'tlietome"hesaidtakingMpho's

seat.



"Wellafterthesurgeryatthehospitalthattime,

thedoctortoldmeIwillnevergetpregnant

againorcarryababytoterm ifIchoose

somethinglikeIVF"

"OhmyGod.Babe.I'm reallysorry"hecameto

mysideandhuggedme.

"IsthatwhyyouwerecryingthatdayIwas

talkingabouthavingafamilyandyousaidit

wasbecauseyouwerejusthappy?"

Ijustnodded.

"It'sok.Don'tworryaboutthis.Thereareother

methodswecanusewheneverwewantkids.

Thisisnothing.Itdoesn'tmakeyoulessofa



womanandIstillloveyouthesame"

Itwasn'tthatbadafterall.

GettingthisoffmychestwaskindofwhatI

neededbecauseIwasnowthinkingstraight.I

hadColombiatodealwith.UnlikeMexico,I

didn'tknowanyofthoseguysinColombia.The

timeIwentthere,thetripwasmoreabout

GuzmanandneveraboutseeingSantiago's

business.

Therewasahugedifferencewiththelabin

Mexico.TheMexicanonewasruninaremote

villageandpeoplewhoworkedtherewere

villagers.Coolpeoplereally.Theonein

ColombiawasinacityandIwasdealingwith

vultures.Santiagohadalotofmenworking

there.Theywereclients.Hewasrunningitthe



samewayJameswasdoingthingshere.

Santiagowastheirsupplierandtheystillgota

lotofmoneyfrom him iftheyeversellmore

drugsthanthesettargets.InMexicothedrugs

weremanufacturedanddistributedtodifferent

countries.

Irecentlyfoundoutthatthereweresome

peoplevyingtobecomeincharge.Theyhaveall

heardaboutmebutnoonehasseenme,even

theguyIkeptintouchwith.wenevertalkedon

thephone.Wewereonlychattingviamessages.

Thescarypartwastheguysdidn'tknowthatI

wasawomanorthatIwasyoung.TheguyI

chattedwith,wouldcallmeIvanoradressme

assir.Idecidedtolethim bebecauseIdidtell

him thatIwasawomanbuthedidn'ttakeme

serious.IthinkhethoughtImadeamistake



becausehecontinuedcallingmeIvanorsir.

Ihadtodomyresearchaboutthetypeof

peopleIwasdealingwith.Theywerebadmen

really.Peoplewhohavekilleddozensof

innocentpeople,theywerelikeapackofwolves,

foreverreadytoattack.

AftergettingallthatIneeded.Iwentto

Colombia.AngelaskedtoseemeandItoldher

IwillseeherifIgettime.Iwasnolongermad

thatshedidn'tcometomytrial.Sheapologized

andwewerecool,Iguess.

Igotthereandtookalongbath.Itwasalong

flight.Themeetingwiththem boyswasthenext

day.



SoIwokeupandpreparedforthemeeting.I

decidedtobeabitlate.Beingearlywasgoing

tobeawkward.Igotthereandfoundtheguys

waitingintheboardroom.Theyallworetheir

bestsuitsandwerebusytalkingandsmoking

cigars.

Iwalkedinanditseemedlikenobodyreally

noticedIwasthere.Theycontinuedhowling

andmakingnoiselikeanimals.

"Heysecretary.Canyoupleasegetussome

whiskeyoverhere"someGuywithlonghair

shoutedatme.Thehairwastiedtotheback

andremindedofAntonioBanderasin

desperado.

Iwouldhaveshoutedandtoldhim whoIwas

andallthat.ButIactuallyleftandwenttotake



thewhiskeyandsomeiceforthem.Iheardit's

nicerwhenit'sontherock.Iplacedthethree

bottlesofwhiskeyonthetablethenwentback

fortheglasses.Thedesperadoguykepton

makingsnideremarksabouthowhewoulddo

meinbedandhowsexyIlooked.

"YouknowIhaveathingforblackgirls,Icould

doyouinthistablerightnow"hesaidandhis

friendsnoddedinexcitement.Somewere

clappinghands.

Ipouredmyselfaglassofwhiskeyontherocks

andgulpeditdownmythroat.Itwashorrible.

Remindmenottodrinkthisshitagain.

Ibangedtheglassonthetableandeveryone

turnedtolookatme.



"NowthatIhaveyourattentionboys.Wecan

begin.ThenameisIvannaEscobarandit'snice

tomeetyaall"Ispokemaintainingeyecontact.

Iwastryingtocheckwhowaswho.From my

research,desperadowastheworstofthem all.

Hewasunrulyanddisrespectful.

IheardwhisperswhenIannouncedmyname.

OthersweresayingtheyheardaboutIvanand

whatnot.

"Whoareyou?"Someguyasked.

"I'm thegirl"Isaidthenpouredanotherglassof

whiskey.WhyIkeepondrinkingthisthing,is

beyondme.Perhapsitwasthenerves.ihad

about8Hispanicguyslookingatmelikethey



werereadytokill.Halfofthesepeoplewere

scary.Theyhadtattoosinweirdplaces.Some

hadbeards.Theywerethetypeofpeopleyou

neededtoscarethekidsaway.

"Nowthatwearedonewiththeintroduction,I'd

liketosaythatI'm disappointedinallofyou.

Figuresareshowingadeclineinprofitsince

Santiago'sdeath.Idon'tknowwhetheryouhave

beenhavingapartyorwhatinsteadofworking

butthisshit-showMustend"

Theycontinuedmumblingandsayingshitunder

theirbreath.Theywerestartingtoannoyme.

Buttheworstofthem allwasdesperado.Nigga

wasn'teventryingtohidethefactthathe

disapprovedofmebeingthere.Hekepton

sayinghewon'tberuledbyawoman.Letalone

ablackwoman.Hewouldcallmeabitchbut



notoncedidIglancedhisway.

Ipickedtheweakestlinkwhowastalkingand

walkeduptohim,putmyshoeonhisballsand

hesquealedlikeapig.

"AreyousayingsomethingThomas?"Iasked

him lookingstraightinhisface.

"butMy...my....nameisRoberto"hestuttered.

"Nobodyaskedyou"IwalkedbacktowhereI

wasstandingandeveryoneelsekeptquiet.

ExceptDesperadoofcourse.

"Shewouldneverdothattome.I'llbreakthat

leg.HowcanyouallowthatRoberto"desperado



mumbledbutwecouldallhearhim

Hewasnowcallingmewithderogatorynames.

Bitchslutblahblahblah.Iopenedmybag.Took

outmygun,oneshotontheforeheadandthe

niggawasdown.

Nobodysawthatcoming.Andyoucouldsee

withhowtheyreacted.Theeyespoppedout

andthejawsfell.

"Closeyourmouthsbeforefliesgetsinthere,

plustheystink"Isaidandtheyallclosedtheir

mouths.

"I'm notgoingtoworkwithincompetentmen.

Yaalllooklikemenwhodon'tmaketheir

girlfriendshaveanorgasm.Allyoudoisdrink



alcoholandtalkshitbutthatisabouttochange.

Moneyisgoingtobemadeorpeoplewillstart

dying.Idon'tknowwhowillbenext,itcouldbe

youThomas!"IsaidtotheguyIwantedtocrush

hisballs.IknewhisnameverywellbutIneeded

toannoythem asmuchastheyannoyedme.

Theroom wasnowsoquietyoucouldheara

needledrop.

"Whoeverfeelsliketheywon'tmakemore

moneyformeneedstoleavenow"Isaidand

nobodygotup.

"Ohwellthenitmeanspeoplewhoareleftare

willingtowork.Failuretoreachthetargetwill

makeyoubehuntedbymeandIwillfindyou

andcrushyourballsandkillyouforwastingmy

time.Andmykidswillhuntyourkids,andmy

grandchildrenandgreat-grandchildrenwilldo



thesame.AndEveryoneinyourneighborhood

willtellataleofayoungsweetgirlcalledIvanna

Escobarwholackedonethinginhervocabulary

whichismercy.Anywayscleanthismessup.I'll

setanothermeeting.NowI'm lateforaspa

pampering"

Iwalkedoutandtheonlythingyoucouldhear

wasmyheelsagainstthefloorsoundinglike

victory.Ihadthesemenwhereiwantedthem.

"Underestimatemeagain,thatWillbefun"I

saidthenshutthedooronmywayout!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter63

Ray'sPOV



IfIkeepfailinglikethis,Imightaswellconsult

asangoma.IhadtoadmitthatZeniawasgiving

meaheadacheandJameswasn'tdoingmuch

tohelp.Shewasgivingbothofusaheadache,

soyoumustimaginehowIfeltwhenGuzman

reachedouttome.Isenthim theemailwhen

AngelrefusedtohelpandIneverthoughthe

wasgoingtoreplyanytimesoon.

Heagreedtomeetupwithus.Apparentlyhe

wasinsouthAfricawithhiswifetoseeAngel's

mother.

IpreparedeverythingIcouldforthemeeting

andhadtomakesurethathewaswellcatered

for.Thiswasnotanordinaryperson.Thiswas

Guzman.Themostdangerouscriminalout

there.Doingbusinesswiththisguycouldgo



bothwaysbutitwasariskwewerewillingto

take.

EversincewetookoverSantiago'sempire,

thingswerenotgoingourway.Moneywasnot

beingmadeintheratethatwehopeditwould

bemade.Santiagousedtomakealotofmoney

from smugglingdrugsthathewasmaking

himself.Thingswerejustnotthesame.With

myjetbeingtorched,Ihadtocoverupsome

billsaswell.Tocutthestoryshort,thedrug

businesswasnotmakingenoughmoneyforus.

Perhapsitwassafetosayitwasn'tmakingany

mayforusandzeniawasbehindit.

"Goodeveningeveryone"Guzmansaidtome

andJames.Itwasn'teveningbutIheardhehas

atendencyofalwaysgreetingwithGood

evening.Aboveeverything,thisguywas



annoyingandscary.Hehadthisfunnyaccent

though.

Weacknowledgedthegreeting.

"SoIsawyouremail"hechuckled.

"IlaughedwhenIreaditbecausethetwoguys

whomanagedtokillmylongtimeenemywere

failingtotakedownagirl.Agirl.Doyouguys

knowhowmanytimesIfailedtokillthatman?I

meanIwasimpressedwhenIfoundoutwhat

youpeopledidbutnowIhavemydoubtsabout

you"

"Whichiswhywereachedouttoyou.Asmuch

aswetookmostofthedruglabs,wedidn'ttake

themajoronesandsheisincontrolofthem.

Sheisalsoblockingsomeofourdrugsupplies"



Jamesspoke.

"Sowhat'sinitforme.Let'ssayIsortherout

foryou.WhatwillIgetinreturn"

"WewillgiveyouColombiaandwetakeMexico.

Weknowyouhavebeendyingtocontrolthe

Colombiandrugcartel.Thiswillbeyourchance

tohaveitallinyourcountry"Ispokesippingon

mywhiskey.

"Soundsperfect.WellIcan'treallykillhersince

sheismywife'ssisterandIhadathingforher

atsomepoint"

"Areyouseriousrightnow?Youneedtokillthis

chickorshewillforeverbeanuisance"James

spokeandInoddedinagreement



"Don'tbetooemotionalboys.Letmehandle

Zeniaandyoushallbecomethemogulsyou

havealwaysaspiredtobe."

********

Zenia'sPOV

"Heybabe.Ididn'tknowyouwereback"Aiden

cametothelivingroom.Hewasonlywrapped

withatowel.HelookedsohotandIcoulddo

him rightthere.ButIwasmadatMcDonald

callinghim boo.Imeanofallthenameshe

coulduse,hechoseMcDonald.

Thepersonwhocalled,hungupafterrealisingit

wasn'ttheowner.RightnowIhadnoenergyto



beaskinghim whothefuckMcDonaldwas.He

wasjustgoingtolieaboutitanyways.Ididn't

evenhaveenoughevidencetomakeacase.All

IhadwasMcDonaldcallinghim boo.Hecould

lie.

"Ijustgotback."

"Justintimetosnackonyourbabe"hesaid

unwrappingthetowelbutsinceIwasmad,I

ignoredhim.Itookmyluggageandwalked

upstairs.

"IwishIcouldbutIhaveaterribleheadache"I

lied.

"Icanmakeitbetter.Ipromise"heshouted

aftermebutIclosedthedoorandcalledMpho.



Mpho:bravanmy.HoeGaanditmetjou?

Zenia:I'm notgoodchomie.IthinkAidenis

cheatingonme.

Mpho:ohmyGod.Didyoufindhim ontopof

somechick?

Zenia:wouldIstillbesayingIthink?

Mpho:ohyeah...sowhatmakesyouthinkheis

cheating.

Zenia:wellhisphonerangandthecallerwas

writtenMcDonald.Iansweredthinkinghehada

deliveryorsomething.Butachickanswered



andcalledhim boo.

Mpho:ohnochomie!(Helaughed)buthowcan

Aidenbesodumb,though.McDonald?Whynot

clientelelifeoravbob.Idon'tthinkyouwould

haveansweredthose.

Zenia:chomieareyouonmysideor?

Mpho:ofcoursemylove.Don'taskhim because

hewilllie.Weneedtogettothebottom ofthis.

Weneedmoreevidencesowecannailhislying

Arabicass.

Zenia:thiswilljustdrivemenuts.Letmeask

him becauseIjustturneddownsomesteamy

sexbecauseI'm bitter.DeepdownIreallyneed

sexrightnow.



Mpho:chomigohavesexwithhim andyouwill

beangrylaterok?Don'tmentionMcDonaldto

him.Actlikealliswell.ifanything,dosome

monkeystylethere.Thelastthingweneedis

him suspectingthatyouknow.Hischeatingass

shallbenailedanddealtwithaccordingly.This

weekendistherightonetonailhim.Don't

forgettouseacondom...genitalwartsare

nastychomie.

Zenia:finesisternurse.letmegotohim.I'llcall

youlater.

Iwentdownstairsandfoundhim staringatthe

blankTV.DisappointedthatIturnedhim down,I

guess.



Itookthetoweloffwithoutsayingathingand

gavehim ablowjob.DeepdownI'm thinking

thisisthesameDicksonthatisgoinginto

somegirl'scoochie.Yuck!ButIputthatthought

behindthebackofmyheasandgavehim some

greatsex.Heaskedwhywewereusing

protectionandIjusttoldhim Iwantedtouseit.

Aftersexwecuddledathecouch.

"Sowhatareyoudoingthisweekend?"Iasked.

"Mycousinandgrandmafrom Dubaiare

comingtoCapetownsoI'm goingtoseethem.

Howaboutyou?"

"Mphowantstotakemeouttosomenew

restaurantintown.Thenlaterwewillseea



movie.SundayI'llgotochurch"

"NodurbanJuly?"

"Lolbabe,youknowIdon'tdothosethings."

Wecuddledandtalkedaboutgeneralthings.I

knowhewaslyingabouthisgrandmother

becauseherecentlytoldmeshewasatchina

orwherever.Hewasprobablytakinghisside

chicktoDurbanJuly.MphoandIweregoingto

followhim andseewhathewasreallyupto.

"Ithinkweshouldcalluyajola9/9onhim.

Akerehethinksheisuntouchable."Mphosaid

aswepreparedforourtrip.Hehasbeentalking

aboutthateverychancehegot.Truthishe

lovesdrama.Iontheotherhandwashaving



secondthoughtsandthinkingaboutnotgoing.

Aidenleftfirstandwedidn'tfollowhim.We

weretrackinghisphonetofindhislocation.As

expected,heflewtoDurbaninsteadofflyingto

Capetown.Imaginethat!Apartofmewas

hopingitwasn'taliebutwhenIfoundthetruth,

itkindahurtsabit.Iwonderwhothechickwas.

WeflewtoDurbanaswell,eventhoughIfelt

likeIshouldn'tbedoingthis.icouldhavebeen

planningmynextmeetingorsomething

productive.ButIcouldn'tjustignorethefact

thattheguyIlovedwascheatingonme.Mind

you,wedon'tuseprotectionandthenextthing

heisbringingsyphilisandgonorrheathatI

didn'tapplyfor.Ifhedidn'twantmenomore,it

wasbettertosayitthangobehindmyback.



TheMcDonaldthingdidn'thurtmethatmuch

buthim lyingaboutDurbanactuallyleftme

seething.Itwasjustaconfirmationthathewas

cheating.

Mphotookmeoutforsomedrinkstocalm me

downthatnight.Sowedranktillweweredrunk.

Itwasgreat.

Thenextdaywewokeupandpreparedforthe

mainevent.Thatiswherewewerehopingto

catchhim redhandedwiththechick.We

couldn'tgotothehotelhewasinbecauseIfelt

likeitwasuncalledfor.

Mphowastheonewhogotussomeattire.ijust

gavehim themoney.Wegotthereanditdidn't

takeforevertofindhim sincewehavebeen

trackinghim.HewaswithMasonandsome



twootherchickswhowerelookingtheother

way.Theonlythingwecouldseewastheirback.

"Thisisstupid.I'm goinghome"

"Well...takepicturesatleast"

"Mpho,thefactthatheliedaboutbeingat

Capetownisenough.Thisistoomuchforme"

"OkwellIthinkthosetwoweirdguyshavebeen

followingussincelastnight"

"Whichguys?"Iturnedtolookwherehewas

lookingandtherestoodsometwoguysinblack

suits.



"Areyouserious?Whydidn'tyoutellmelast

night?"

"IthoughttheyweretherefordrinksbutI

actuallysawthem whenweleftthehotelthis

morningandthennow.Theyhavebeenlooking

atus"

"Weneedtoleave.Now!"iheldmydressand

rushedout.ThiswasnotthetypeofdressI

neededattimeslikethis.ButMphoInsisted

thatwebecometherealstarsofAfrica.Look

now!

WegaveourVIPticketstosomeslayQueens

whowereatthegeneralareaandboywerethey

excited.



Ihadtomakeahugeslitonthatdressinorder

towalkfaster.wegottothecarthatwehave

hiredandIsawthetwoguysgetsintotheirown

car.

"Buckleupboy,wegoingforaride!"

Itookofftheweaveandputitaside.Iwas

readytofacetheseguys...mantomanlol!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter62

Ray'sPOV

IgottotheofficeAndalmostfiredeveryone

today.



Ifoundthem doingtheoppositeofwhatIpay

them todo.Theywereprobablytaking

advantageofthefactthatIwasnotgoingtothe

officeeveryday.IhaddaysIdidn'twanttogo

there.Iwasmyownbossanyways.

SotodayIcametotheofficeandfoundthe

employeesinagroupdiscussingZenia.They

wereonherInstagram postsanddiscussingit

likeapanelemployedtodoso.

"Thisgirlrighthereismyspiritanimal.Imean

shehasbeentoalltheplacesIwanttobeat"

somegirlsaid

"Evenjail?"anotheroneasked.

"Wellweallknowshewasframedbuteven



afteritall,sheisrisingupandstillgivingus

goals.Looknowsheislivingherbestlifein

Colombia"

"Tothinksheisjustanurse.Iwonderwhere

shegetsallthesemoney."Someguyspoke.

"WellsheisdatingthatKhanguy.Hisdadis

rich.Ilovethosetwotogether.Heiseven

postinghernowonhisInstagram"

"Blahblahblah!DoIpayyoutositdownand

discusspeople?DoI?Idon'trememberanyjob

descriptiontalkingaboutdiscussingZeniaand

Aiden'srelationship.ShouldIhearthatname

onemoretimeinthisbuildingandyouwillbe

outinthestreetlookingforanotherjob"I

shoutedandtheyalljumpedandwenttotheir

seats.



Ididn'tevenknowZeniawasinColombia.Itook

outmyphoneandwenttoherInstagram.She

wasindeedthere.Postingsomefancypictures

inafancyhotel.Shewasdefinitelynottherefor

avacation.Thiswasdrugsrelated.

NowthethingisIhadaguywhowasgoingto

workwithme.Theguyhasalwaysbeen

Santiago'sclient.Sincetherewasnew

managementthatnooneknewabout,hetold

mehewouldupdatemeaboutwhotheperson

wasandhowweweregoingtoplanatakeover.

It'sbeentwodaysandIhaven'theardanything

from him andthiswasstressingmeout.

Justwhenyouthinkyouhaveabreakthrough

thensomethinghappens.Thiswasstressing

me,I'm notgoingtolie.Ihavebeentryingtocall



andnoonewasanswering.Thatguybetterbe

deadorsomethingbecausenobodydoesthis

tomeandgetsawaywithit.

Itriedcallinghim againandthistimearoundit

waspickedup.

Ray:youbetterhaveanexplanationforthis

silenceorelseyouwillregretevermessingup

withme.

Zenia:Iwouldhavelovedtoseewhatyou

wouldhavedonetothispoorguy.

Ray:Zenia?

Zenia:heyboo.Missedme?



Ray:whyareyouansweringthisphone?

Zenia:perhapsbecauseIownitnow!

Ray:wowhey.

Zenia:sowhatdidthisguypromiseyou?Drugs?

Thewholelab?Whatexactly?

Ray:whosaidIwantedtoanyofthosethings

Zenia:IalreadyknowyourplansRaymond.I

knowwhatyouaretryingtodoandyouare

pissingmeoff.



Ray:shouldIbescared?

Zenia:Idon'tknow.It'syourchoice.Juststop

doingwhateveritisthatyouaredoingbecause

youwillregretit.

Ray:I'm notgoingtobeintimidatedbyyou.Not

nownotever.

Zenia:okthenboo.Igottago.

Shehungup.

"Shit!Shit!Shit!"Ibangedthetableangrily.

Shewasn'tsupposedtofindout.



whatstheworstthatcouldhappenanyways?I

thinkI'm lettingthischickfeellikeshehasmore

powerthanme.Ithadtostop.ifshewantswar

thenit'swarthatshewillget.

Igotupanddecidedtogohavelunch.Ree

calledandaskedtomeet.WellsinceIwas

askedtochoosethatday,Ibasicallyhadto

weighMyoptions.Reewasabetteroptionthan

MaryprovidedIneededsomeonetohelpme

gettoZee.SheknewherbetterthananyoneI

know.Soistillneededherinmylifeatthis

point.EspeciallynowthatIdidn'tevenknow

whatZeemightdonext.

Itookmyphoneandcarkeysandwalkedout!



****

Zenia'sPOV

Theysayfirstimpressionlastforeverandthis

timearounditworked.Thoseguyswerenow

scaredofmelikeIwasacreature.

NobodydaredtospeakwhenIwasaddressing

them andthatwasallIneeded.Respect!

Ihadfewmoremeetingswiththem beforeI

wentback.Itoldthem IneededResultsor

therewouldbeconsequences.TheguyIkilled

wasincontactwithRayandIactuallyfoundout

later.Ididn'tkillhim becauseofthat.Ikilledhim

becausehewasannoyingmeandanexample

hadtobeset.



ImetwithAngelandshetoldmehermarriage

wasoksofar.IguessGuzmanwasnotabad

husbandafterallunlessshewaslyingtome.

ShealsotoldmethatRaycalledandheis

planningtoworkwithGuzmantogettome.I

guesswewerenowofficialenemies.isawNgel

twicebeforeIleft.ItriedtellinghertovisitSA

butshejustsaidshewill.Iknewshewouldn't.I

don'tevenknowwhatherreasonswere,unless

Guzmanwasrefusing.

IgothomeandfoundAiden'sfatherthere.Igot

inandgreetedandheAcknowledgedthe

greeting.Iwentupstairs.Heseemedtobeina

seriousmeetingwithAiden.

TheyweretalkingaboutEscobarandhowthey

weregoingtoapproachhim.IwasTiredof



peoplethinkingI'm aman.Aidentoldhisfather

thathewouldaskmetohelpsinceIwasclose

toSantiagoNdmightknowwhoEscobarwas

buthisfatherrefused.

Thiswasfunnytolistento.

"Dad,youmaynotlikeZeniabutshehasmore

connectionsthanyoucaneverthinkof"

"ThefactthatIhaveallowedyourrelationship

togoondoesn'tmeanIwantanythingtodo

withher.Sheknowsnothingaboutthis

businessandyouarejustblindedbylove.We

needtosetameetingwithEscobarandI'lltake

itfrom theresinceyouarefailingalittletask"

Idecidedtotakeashower.Iwasnotgoingto



tellAidenthatIwasEscobar.Hewouldgetmad

afterfindingoutbutwilleventuallygetoverit.

MrKhantriedsettingupameetingwith

EscobarbutIhavedecideditwasgoingtotake

sometime.Iwassettingthem upforasuprise

oftheirlives.Theyneededit.

LifewasgoodandIhadthedrugbusiness

undercontrol.Colombiawasmyonlyproblem

butnowtheguysweredoingtherightthingsor

rathermorethanIhaveexpected.Soitwas

safetosaylifewasgoodonmyside.

Idecideditwasbesttoresignasanurse

becausethedrugbusinesswasnowtaking

mostofmytime.iwouldgooutofthecountry

foraweekorsoandbythattimeIhavealready

exhaustedallmyleavedays.Soresignation



wastheonlywayforward.Icouldalwaysgo

backwhenIwantedto.

Thetravelingtodifferentcountriesmostofthe

timemighthaveputsomestraininmy

relationship.Aidennevercomplainedbut

sometimesIwouldspendthewholemonth

traveling.Forthedrugstobesuppliedtocertain

countrieswithease,IhadtohaveofficialsI

couldbribeandallthatstuff,henceIwas

alwaysontheroad.Onceallthathasbeen

establishedthenIwasgoingtorest.

SoAidendidn'tcomplainaboutmyabsencebut

wouldsometimesnotpickmycallswhenItry

toreachhim.Mindyou,Iwouldstayupatnight

totalktohim sincesomecountrieshadahuge

timedifferencewithSA.SometimeIwould

suggestthathecomeswithmebuthewould



snubmyrequestonsome'I'm busyorit'sok

babeI'llseeyouwhenyoucomeback'.

I'm notimplyingthathewascheatingbutIhave

justpickedupanoddbehaviourfrom him.He

usedtoleavehisphonelyingaroundbeforebut

nowitwasadifferentstory.Heeventookhis

phonewhenhegoestotheshower!.

Irefusedtobelievethathewascheatingonme.

Perhapsitwasworkrelated.Wehavedecided

nottoshareworkrelatedstuffwitheachother.

Ourjobsweren'tsomethingyouneededto

discussonthedailybasis.Wewouldjustask

eachhowthedaywentandthatwasit.

Idecidedtoputthecheatingsuspicionsatthe

backofmymind.Oursexlifehasn'tchanged

really.ifanything,itwasmorehotterthanI'm



usedto.Wemademagicinthebedroom.There

wasnowayhewouldcheatandstilltreatsme

thesameright?

IhavecoveredallthecountriesIwantedtoand

Iwasnowbackhomereadytogiveallmytime

tomyboo.NowIcouldrunthebusinessinthe

comfortofmyownhome.

SoIgothome,putmyluggagedownandthrew

myselfonthecouch.Aidenwasnowheretobe

seenbuthisphonewasonthetable.Itookout

mineandstartedtextingMphoTellinghim I

wasbackhome,safeandsound.

Aiden'sphonestartedringinganditflashed

McDonald.SoI'm thinkingitcouldbethe

deliveryguytellinghim heisatthegateor

whatever.Ianswered.



Voice:heyboo.

McDonald?Callinghim boo?

Clapsonce!

*********

AdminishavingatesttomorrowsoIhavebeen

busystudying.hopethiswillgetyoubytillwe

meetagain

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter64

Zenia'sPOV.



Thingsaregoingtobeabithardnow.Iwon't

enjoymylifenomorewithoutworryingabout

whoisaftermeandwhatnot.Iknewthisday

wasgoingtocome.EspeciallybecauseRayhad

becomethebiggestenemyofmine.Tothinkwe

usedtoscream eachother'snameinthe

bedroom.Nowtableshaveturned.Thingsdidn't

looktobegettinganybetterbetweenusbutI

vowtotakeallthatbelongstohim tillhecomes

andbegformercy.Thedayisgoingtocome,

evenifittakessometime.

Istartedthecarandspedoff.Theguys

followedsuit.AsIdrove,Ikeptthinkingabout

Aidenlaughingwiththosechicks.Hewas

definitelysleepingwithoneofthem andit

pissedmeoff.ApartofmewishedIsawthe

chick'sface.NotthatIwasgoingtogoafterher

butitwascrucialtoseethekindofawoman



yourmanwentfor.Perhapsshewashotter

thanme.

Thecarsailedintothebusystreet.Ihitthe

steeringwheelinfrustration.Itwassopacked

andIwaslookingforawayout.Mindyou,I

don'tevenknowDurbanthatwell.

Ikepthootingforthecarsaheadofmetomove

ormakeway.Icouldn'tseethecarchasingus

nomore.ItwasaBMW M4.

Isawanofframpandtookit.Ididn'tknow

whereitwasgoingandIdidn'tcare.

Ihittheaccelator,150km/hthen250km/h.

RentingtheR8SpyderwasthebestdecisionI

haveevermade.Itcouldreachupto311km/h

andthiswasallIneededrightnow.



IremainedcomposeddespitethespeedIwas

on.IwishIcouldsaythesameaboutMpho

though.Hewasscreaminghislungsoutat

everytwistandturnthatwasbeingmade

TheworstpartwasthattheroadItookwasnot

empty.Therewerefewcarshereandthere.A

lightturnedredaheadandMpholookedatme,

hisexpressionscreaming"don'tdoit"

Icouldseeatruckapproachingfrom theother

side,amongothercars.itwasnowornever.I

flooredthecarthroughtheintersection,forcing

thetruckandallothertraffictobrakeviolently

hard.IheardsomecarscrashingandIdidn't

lookback.

Imadeahardrightatthelastsecondintoa

sidestreet,LosttheBMW intheprocess.Itore

downthenarrowstreet,dodgeddumpsters,



amongotherthings.

IsawtheBMW resurfacing.Iyankedthe

steeringwheel.Tiresscreamedinagony,

smokeandburntrubberfillingthecabin.“Hold

on,holdon,holdon!”Ichant-screamed,hoping

Mphoheardme.

ImadeasharpturnandlefttheBMW inthe

dustandtoredownanotherstraightwithless

traffic.

Therearwindshieldexploded,shardslike

bulletspepperingtheinteriorleather.Iswerved,

Mphoscreaming.Theywerenowshootingatus!

Thecarspun,wheelstrailingsmoke.

Right!Swerve!BRAKE!



"Takethewheels"IsaidtoMphoreachingfor

mygunthatwasintheglovecompartment.He

wasprobablygoingtodrive120/hoursincehe

couldn'tstandthespeedIwason..Hewas

reluctantatfirstbutseeingtheBMW

approaching,hegotbehindthesteeringwheel

anddroveoff.

Gunshotssoundedout,Istartedreturningfire

ontheguysgivingchase.

TheBMW canbeseeninparallel.Thatwas

exactlywhereIwantedittobe.

Bang!goestheBMW afterbeingshotonthe

fueltankwhichmadetheenginebackfireand

explode.Thedriverlostcontrol,triedtoswerve



thecarbutitflew,didsomerotationsthen

finallycametothegroundupsidedown.

MphostoppedthecarIgotoutandwent

straighttothem.

"Whatifitexplodes"Mphoshoutedfrom

behind.

Itdidn'tlooklikeitwasgoingtoexplode.Icould

seethem trappedinthereandtheotherguy

triedreachingforthegun.Ishothim onceinthe

head.

IUnbuckledthedriveranddraggedhim outof

thecar.Hewasinjuredinhishandandwas

bleedingfrom thehead.



Idraggedhim allthewaytoourcar.Hewas

groaninginpain.

"Whosentyou?"IaskedafterIlaidhim nextto

ourcar.

"Suckmydick,princess"hespokeandIpicked

hisColombianaccentimmediately.Hewas

nevergoingtotellmesoIfinishedhim off.I

shotathim tillmybulletsranout.Iwenttothe

thedriver'sseatanddroveoff.Mphonevergot

out.Hejustmovedtothepassengerseatand

sattherelikehehasseenaghost.Hewas

goingtogetoveriteventually.

Iopenedtheroofaswedroveoffsinceourcar

wasaconvertible.Iputonsomenicejam and

drovelikenothinghappened.Imadeastopat

someshopandboughtussometracksuitswith



hoodiestowearincasetherewerepeople

followingus.Ievenboughtsunglasses.Mpho

wasshaken.Poorguy!

Idecidedtogobacktothehoteltofetchour

stuffandlefthim atsomerestaurant.

Itoldtherentalcompanysomesillystoryabout

whathappenedtotheircarandaskedthem to

putwhateverthecostofrepairswasintomy

creditcard.

Mphowasquietthroughouttheflighttillwegot

home.

"Areyougoingtotellmewhat'sbotheringyou

orshouldIbookyouatherapist?"Iasked

munchingonthesteersthatIjustorderedfor



us.IwascravingforMcDonaldbutbecauseof

Aiden,Ihadsecondthoughts.

"Steersmakesthebestchips"Isaidtakinga

handfulandMpholookedatmelikeIwasan

alien.

"Whoareyou?"Heasked

"It'sme.Zenia.Yourbestfriend"

"No!No!ThisisnottheZeniaIknow.Youare

themostheartlesspersonIhaveeverseen!

Nowyouareeatingthesechipslikeyouhaven't

justkilledtwomen"

"TheyweregoingtokillusifIdidn'tkillthem"



"Thatisnotthecase.Youmurderedthem like

theyweredogsandyoudidn'tevenshow

remorse.WhathappenedtoyouZenia?Did

prisonturnyouthisway?Youusedtocrywhen

kidsdieatthehospital.Idoubtyouwill,now"

"I'm stillthesameMpho.Iwasjustdefending

usfrom thosecriminalswhoweresenttokillus.

That'sall"

"Youshouldhaveseenyourfacewhenyou

shotatthatguyrepeatedly.I'm evenscaredto

benearyou"

"Youtoldmeyouwanttohelpmeoutwiththe

drugbusinessbutitwon'tworkoutifyouare

stilllikethis.Peopleneedtobekilledinthis



businessandatsomepointyouwillhavetodo

itoryougetkilled.Thechoiceisyours."

Hedidn'tsayathingbecauseNadiaandsome

guywalkedin.Iguessherbrotherdidn'ttellher,

hewasnotaround.Theguyshewaswithwas

tallandkindahandsome.HelookedlikeAiden

soIguesstheywererelated.

"Ineedtogoandrest.Wewilltalk"Mphotook

hisluggageandleft.

"Becarefuloutthere"Isaidandhewalkedout.

PoorMpho.

"Whereismybrother?"



"GoodafternoontoyoutooNadia.I'm verywell

thanksforasking"

Shechuckled"I'm greataswell,Zenia.Whereis

mybrother?"

"Idon'tknow.Ithoughthetellsyoueverything!"

"Howcanhetellmestuffwhenheisisfailing

totellyouhiswhereabouts.Iguessyouarenot

thatimportantafterall"

"Ladies!Ladies!Stopit!Hi,I'm Belhasa.Aiden's

cousin.YoumustbeZenia"hesmiledshowing

thoseperfectsetofteeth,fitforsensodyne

advert.



"NicetomeetyoutooBelhasa"Itookoutmy

handforahandshakebuthehuggedme

instead.Thehuglastedlongerthanitshould.

Hesmellednicetoo.

Nadiawasbusytryingtocallherbrother.Buthe

wasnotpickingup.

"I'm sureheisgoingtocomeback.Ididsend

him amessageaboutyoucoming.Ireallyhave

togo."Shesaidtothecousinandstormedout.

Sheseemedtobeinahurry.

Aidendidn'tcomebacksoIgavethecousina

spareroom.SundaymorningIwokeuptohim

makingbreakfastforus.Iwasplanningtoorder

someforussincetheonlythingIcouldcook

waseggs.Isometimesburnthem.



Wesatdownandateandhewastellingme

storiesabouthim andAiden.Theygrewup

togetherintheUAE.Heseemedlikeacoolguy.

Hetoldmestoriesabouttheshenanigansthey

gotuptowhengrowingup,.Wetalkedabouthis

job.Webasicallytalkedabouteverything.He

wasafunnyguytoo.

HeevenlikedKoreanseriessowespenttime

watchingthose.IcalledMphotocheckonhim

andhetoldmehewasfine.Hesoundedbetter

though.Thesoonerheacceptsthekindofa

personIwasthebetter.

BelhasaandIwerelaughingatsomejokehe

madewhenAidenentered.Itwaslike,hewasn't

expectingwhathewasseeing.Theshockinhis

eyeswasevidentwhenhesawhiscousin.



HecamebackSundayafternoonandIthought

hewasstayingfortheallwhitepartylater

tonightbutIguessitwasn'tpartoftheplan.

ThecousingreetedinArabicandgotuptohug

him.HereturnedthehugbutIcouldtellhehad

millionquestionsinhisface.Perhapsbecause

hecaughtuslaughingandlookinglikewewere

wellacquainted.

"BabecanIhaveawordwithyou,inthe

bedroom?"

Ifollowedsuitwithoutsayingaword.

"What'sgoingonhere?"



"Where?"Ilookedaroundtheroom.

"YouknowwhatI'm talkingabout?Whatismy

cousindoinghere?"

"Howam Isupposedtoknow?Ithoughthe

camewithyourgrandmotheranddecidedtoget

herefirstbeforeyou,Forreasonsknowntohim

andyouofcourse!Wasn'theatcapetownwith

you?"

"No.Whendidhegethere?"

"Yesterday!"

"Youmeantotellmeheslepthere?"



"Yep!"Isaidpoppingthep.

Hewasfuming.Hewastryingtohideitbyall

meansbutIcouldseeit.Ithoughthewouldbe

excitedtoseehiscousinbutoppositewasthe

case.Thiswasnottherighttimeformetobring

uptheDurbanissue.

OhwellIhopethecousinstayslongerthen,just

topisshim off!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter65

Zenia'sPOV



Iwokeupverylatetoday.Iguessit'stheperks

ofworkingforyourself.Ihadnointentionof

goinganywhere.PerhapsIcouldgocheckmy

newhouse.Theinteriordesignerwasdoneand

Icouldmoveinanytime.Theproblem wasI

haven'ttoldAidenaboutmyplansofmoving

out.

Hedidn'tevendeservetoknowafterthebullshit

hehasbeendoingbehindmyback.Itooka

showerandwentdownstairs.IfoundBelhasa

settingatable.Aidenwasnowheretobeseen.I

checkedmyphoneandfoundamessagefrom

him tellingmehewenttothegym.

"Morning"belhasaspokeashecontinued

doingwhateverhewasdoing.

"Morning"Itookaseatatthetableandbelhasa



startedservingme.Gosh,Iwashungry.Ididn't

taketimeandstarteddiggingin.

"Mmm thistasteamazing.Areyouaparttime

chefbyanychance?"

"Iwish.I'm gladyoulovethefood.Iguessmy

effortdidn'tgodownthedrain".

WewerebusyeatingwhenAidenwalkedin.

Uponseeingus,hisfacialexpressionchanged.I

don'tknowwhatthedealbetweenhim andhis

cousinwasbutthereseemedtobeanunsolved

issue.

Belhasaofferedhim foodbutherefusedand

walkedupthestairs.AftereatingIhelpedwash

thedishes.



"What'sthedealbetweenyouandyour

cousin?"IaskedasIwaswashingthedishes

andbelhasawasdryingthem.

"Wearefine.It'sjustbeentoolongsincewe

saweachother"

"Ahcomeon.Icanseewhat'shappening!"

"IhadagirlfriendthatIdatedfor3yearsand

webrokeupbecauseIfoundherinbedwith

Aiden"

"Oh,sorry"that'sallIcouldsay.SoIguess

AidenthoughtBelhasawillsleepwithmeasa

revengeforwhathedidorthesetwobeen

sleepingwithother'sgirlfriendsforquitesome

time.



Afterthedishes,Idressedupandwenttocheck

thehousewithMpho.Everythingwasuptopar

andsecuritywasmoretighterthanAiden's

placesoIguessthiswastheperfectplacefor

menowthatIhadpeopleafterme.Itwasn'tfar

from Aiden'splacethough.

IgotbackandfoundthecousinswatchingTV.

Belhasahadmadedinnerandtheywereboth

eating.HeofferedmesomeandIjoinedthem

too.Aftereatingwesatandwatchedsome

movies.Aiden'sphonerangandhegotupand

answeredit,helatercamebackandtoldushe

hadalittleemergencytosortout.Timewas

8pm.IwastiredsoIdecidedtogosleepearly.

Belhasasaidhewasalsogoingtorest.

IwassleepingwhenIdreamtofsomeone



suffocatingmewithapillow.AtfirstItried

tellingthepersontostopbuthecontinued

suffocatingmetillIwasfightingformybreath.

That'swhenIrealizeditwasn'tadream,

somebodywasactuallytryingtosuffocateme.I

triedwithallthatIcouldtofighthim offbuthe

wasstronger,plusIwasevencaughtoffguard.

Igaveitmyalltogethim offmebuttonoavail.

ItriedscreamingbutIguessnobodycouldhear

me.

IwasabouttogiveupwhenIheardasoundof

somethinghittingaperson.TheguyfellandI

roseandcaughtmybreath.

Belhasahadhittheintruderwithacricketbat

andhefellbesidesthebed.Hehithim three

moretimestillhecouldn'tmoveanymore.

Aidenwasnowheretobeseen.



Belhasacalledthecopsandambulanceandthe

guywastakenaway.Iwouldhavelovedtodeal

withhim personallybutIhadnoenergy.Italso

seemedlikehewasnotgoingtomakeit.

Thecopswereabouttofinishtakinga

statementwhenAidenrushedtowhereIwas.

Uponseeinghim Ijustburstoutcrying.Ihad

refusedtogowiththeambulancesinceIfelt

better.

Hehuggedme."I'm sorrybabe"

"WasDurbannotenoughforyou?"Isaidwiping

thetears.

"What?"



"Iaskedifdurbanwasnotenoughforyouthat

youhadtocontinuedoingthisshitbehindmy

back.Ifyouaretiredofbeingwithmewhyare

younottellingme?"

Helookeddown,avoidinglookingatme.

"It'snotwhatyouthinkZenia"

"Ialmostdiedtodaywhileyouwerebusy

galavantingoutthere.It'sallthankstoyour

cousinthatI'm stillalive.I'm movingout"

"Thereisnoneedtomakeharshdecisions,ok?

I'm sorryIwasn'thereforyou.Ireallyam!"



"Blahblahblah.Youarenotevenapologizing

forcheating.Yourasshasbeencheatingonme

andyoudon'tseeanythingwrongwithit.You

havebeenlyingtomyfacewhileyouarebusy

goingbehindmybackwithwhoeveryouare

doingitwith.Ihatedishonesty"Ispokepacking

myclothesinmybag.Iwasliterallythrowing

them inthebag

"Babewait..."Hetriedtostopme.

"Waitforwant?SoImustwaitforyoutogrow

up?.Waitforyoutostopchasinghoes?.Wait

foryoutostopfuckinaround?Isthatwhatyou

wantfrom me?Waituntilyoudecidetobecome

aman.Ihavegotthingstodothanwaitforyour

ass,Aiden.Ican'tstandbeinghurtlikethis

whileIpretendalliswell.I'm stillhumanandI

havefeelings"



"Icanexplain.I'm reallysorry.Igotcarried

awaybutIstillloveyou.Ineverstoppedandit

neverchanged.Forgiveme.Ipromiseitwon't

happenagain"

Izippedmybaganddraggeditoutoftheroom.

Ididn'ttakeeverything.IpackedwhateverI

could.IhadalreadytextedMphoaskingto

comeandsleepthere.

"Babyplease"heranafterme.

Idraggedmybagsandignoredhim.

"Letmehelpyou".Belhasaspoketakingmy

bag.



"Ohbuttoff,willyou?.Thishasnothingtodo

withyou.Whycan'tyoujustmindyourown

businessonceinyourlife"Aidenshoutedathim.

"I'm helpingZeniaout.Thishasnothingtodo

withyoutoo!"

"Thisismygirlfriend.Soithaseverythingtodo

withme"

Belhasalaughedandspokesomethingin

Spanishthatsoundedlike"youwerefucking

anothergirlwhenicalled"

IwasbecomingfluentinSpanishfrom working

withalltheseSpanishcriminals.



Toshowthatitwastrue,Aidendidn'treplyto

him.Insteadhetriedtobegmetostay.

"Icandriveyoutowhereveryouaregoing!"

Belhasatookmybagandledtheway.Hedrove

metoMpho'splaceandleftmethere.Heasked

ifIwouldneedanythingandItoldhim Iwas

fine.

ThenextmorningIwokeuptoadozenrosesall

overtheapartment.Theywerefrom Aiden.

Therewereevencountlessmissedcalls.A

personwillgooutandcheatthenactlikeitwas

amistake.No,youknewwhatyouweredoing,

stopactinglikeitwasanaccident.These

flowerswerenotgoingtocutit.



"Thesearebeautifulchomi"Mphosaid

touchingsomeoftheflowers.

"Hecheatedonmeandhenowthinksflowers

willmakemeforgivehim"

"Sleepwithhiscousinthensoyoucanbeeven.

IsawthatArabguy,damnheishot"

"Beasfebealonechomiandleavemealone

tuu"

"WellchomiI'm tryingtofindawaytohealyour

brokenheartapha."

"Ineedavacationforamonth.That'stheonly

thingthatcanhealme."



"I'm sureheissorryandhewon'tdoitagain.

Justhearhim outbeforeyoutakethatvacation

ofyours.Imagineifyoudisappearforawhole

month.It'sgoingtokillhim ifhedoesn'tknow

whereyouare"

"Whosesideareyouonchomi?"

"BabeI'm onyours.Ijustwantyouguystofix

yourthingsbeforeit'stoolate.Nextthingwe

know,heisgettingengagedtothechickhehas

beencheatingwith"

"Lethim!"

"Butyoulovehim.Heisyourmanunlessyou

wanttogobacktodatingThabisoandthelikes"



Myphonerang.itwasAngel.Ianswered.

Zenia:heyyou!

Angel:pleasebecarefuloutthere.Guzmanis

onyourtail.Raymanagedtogethim tohis

side.(Shewaswhispering)

Zenia:youmeantotellmethepersonwhohave

beentryingtokillmeallalongisGuzman.

Angel:Idon'tthinkhewantstokillyou.Iheard

him talkingaboutkidnappingyou.Theyare

comingforyourdruglabs.

Zenia:thanksfortheheadsup



Angel:Igottago!

Shehungup.

ThelastthingIneededwashavingGuzman

afterme.Notonlywastheguydangerousbut

heneverbackedofftillhegetswhathewanted.

IcoulddealwithRayandJameswitheasebut

dealingwithGuzmanneededmetobringallmy

skillstothetable.Theyweredefinitelynotupto

parwithhis.

IspentthewholedayignoringAiden.Adrian

triedcallingbutIignoredhim too.Mphowasa

goodhostandhewasgivingmeallthespaceI

needed.



Myphonerang.Thistimearounditwasan

internationalnumber.Ididn'twanttoanswer

butthenIrealizeditcouldbeanyofmyclients.

Man:thedruglabinColombiaisonfire!

Zenia:what?whatdoyoumeanit'sonfire!

Man:it'sburningdownmam.Wetriedallthat

wecouldbutwecouldn'tsaveit.

Islumpedonthecouch,defeated!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter66



Zenia'sPOV

Ididn'twanttogetoutofbedtoday.Iwokeup

sicksogettingupwasnotanoption.What

GuzmandidwasenoughtosendmetoICUbut

inspiteofeverythingIshallriseagain.

Gettinghim offmybackwasnotgoingtobe

easybutitwasariskIwaswillingtotakeor

elseIwasgoingtoloseeverything.Myphone

vibrated,itwasAiden.Iignoredhim.Ididn't

wanttohearanythingfrom him whileIhad

importantthingsIwasdealingwith.

GoingtoColombiawasthelastthingonmy

mind.IfIgothere,Imightnevercomeback.

Guzmanwasprobablyplanningtokidnapme

there.Iwasgoingtofixeverythingfrom home.



Iaskedtoseemysisterbeforesheleavesfor

Colombia.Apparentlyheallowedhertoremain

behindashermotherwasnotwell.Itwasnone

ofmybusinesswhetherMaggiewaswellornot.

Mysisteragreedtomeetupsowemetupthe

nextday.

"WeshouldPlanyouranniversary..Ibetit's

goingtobelit"Isaidtoherandshejustsmiled

shyly.

Ismiledback."Sowhenareyouhavingalittle

Guzmanjnr?"

"SoonIhope"



Iwasdoingallthesetryingtofindhowher

relationshipwaswithGuzman.Shewasnever

gonnasayhowthingswerebetweenthem ifI

askeddirectly.IhaveestablishedthatGuzman

likedhavingthingsdonehiswayandtherefore

whateverhesaysgoes.Therewerealso

rumoursofhim beingabusive.

"Iwantout"shestartedsobbing.

"What?Why?"

"Heisabusive.Ican'thavealifeofmyown

withouthim tellingmehowtolivemylife.He

tellsmewhattowear.Hecompletelyshutsme

offfrom theothers.TheonlylifeIhaveison

socialmediaandhealsoregulateswhatI



shouldpost.Foramanofhiscalibreyouwould

evenwonderwherehegetthetimetodoall

these.Iheardhedoesitwithallhiswives.We

arenotfree"

"Thendivorcehim!"

"Itoldhim onceandhethreatenedtokillme.

Hesaidheistheonewhowilldivorcemeonce

heisdonewithme"

"Perhapswecanusethisopportunitytoget

backathim forallthathehasdoneforyou"

"Anddowhat?"

"HeburntmylabinColombia.Ineedtoavenge



whathedid"

"Zenia,Guzmanisdangerous.Moredangerous

thanyouthink.Ihaveseenthatmancutting

peopleintopieces."

"Lookyouneedtohelpmehelpyou.Youmay

staywithhim foraslongashewantsbutwhen

heisdonewithyou,hemaystillcutyouinto

pieces.Ineedtoinfiltratehisbusinessand

makehim weakerwhenheleastexpecthim

thenI'llgetyououtofthismarriage"

"Whatareyouplanningtodo?"

"Hijackinghisdrugs.Ijustfindouttherethat

heisplanningtotransporthismoneyanddrugs

toasecretlocation.Ineedtogetmyhandsin



allthat"

"What?Areyoucrazy.Ioverheardhim talking

aboutyouhijackingRay'sdrugs.Thatisnotthe

same.Youcan'tdothatinhiscountry.Hewill

squashyou.AndthedrugsandMoneybeing

transportedisn'tjustamerethousandsormere

kgofdrugs.It'salot.Healwayshaveheavily

armedguystransportingeverything"

"Don'tunderestimateme.AllIneedisinside

informationonhowheisplanningtodoitandI

willdotherest.Youneedtostartdigging

around.Listentohisconversation"

"Idon'tunderstandSpanishwhichiswhyheis

foreveronhisphonearoundmewithno

worries"



"Recordhim andforwardeverythingtome"

"Andifhecatchesme?...I'llbedead"

"Thisguywillkillyouforthemerefactthatyou

mentioneddivorce.Let'sdothisandyouwillbe

free"

"Fine.Let'sprayitworks"

Imayhavesoundedconfidentwhentalkingto

AngelbutIhadmydoubts.Thiswasoneofthe

biggestprojectsIeverworkedon.I'dhaveto

hireguysandtrucksaswellasgetweapons

inordertogetthingsdone.Itwouldcostalotof

moneyandifitfailsitmeansIwouldlose

money.ProbablyallthatIhadbutifIsucceed



thenwewillbetalkinganotherlanguage.

Ispentaboutamonthplanningoneverything.I

hadaguyreportingeverythingtomefrom that

sideandAngelwasdoingagoodjobuptoso

far.Howeverhewasn'tsayingmuchandthat

meantshemightenduphavingtostealsome

ofhisdocuments.Itwasn'teasy,Iknow.Butthe

onlywayIwouldgetmysisteroutofthis

marriagewastodisarm him.Shewashelping

meoutwhileIwouldalsohelpherout.Money

makesthingshappenandifItookthataway

from him thenhalfofourproblemswouldbe

solved.Theplanwastoburndownallofhis

druglabsthatIknewof.Fightfirewithfire!.I

wouldtakehismoneyanddestroythesource.

ButthequestioniscouldItrustmysister?

IgottomyworkplaceandfoundAidenwaiting



forme.IresignedasanurseandIhave

establishedalogisticbusiness.Itwasn'tthe

biggestbutslowlybutsurelyitwouldbehuge.

"Howlongareyouplanningtoignoreoravoid

me?"Heaskedfollowingmetomyoffice.

"Foraslongasitbringsmepeaceofmind"

"I'm sorryZenia.Ireallyam andnotadaygoes

bywithoutmeregrettingwhatIdid.Itwas

stupidandunnecessary.Imissyou.Imissus.

Atleastgivemeachancetoexplainmyself"

"Ihavethingstodo.Ihavebeenbusy.Youcan

alsofindsomethingandbebusy"



"Ouch.ihavecuttieswiththatgirlsandIhave

blockedhereverywhere.Wehaven'tbeen

talkingforamonthorso

"AndwhereexactlydoIfitin,inthat

statement?"

"Stophurtingmelikethis"hewalkeduptome.

Heheldmyfaceandkissedme..Ididn'tfightit

insteadIreturnedthekiss.

"I'm sorry"hespokeinbetweenthekisses.

"I'm sorrytoo"Ipulledoutandwalkedoutand

lefthim there.

"Zenia!Babe!Please"HecalledaftermeandI



ignoredhim.Ididn'tneedsuchstresswhenI

hadsuchabigprojectaheadofme.

Gunswereready,strongmenwerefoundand

wewerereadytoattack.Thehijackwasina

week'stimeandIcouldfeelthatIhadlesstime

onmyhands.Ihadnotimeleftwhatsoever.

EverythingwascomingalrighteventhoughI

haven'tsetafootthere.Theonlyproblem Ihad

wasAngel.Shecouldbetraymeandthismight

actuallybetheendofmetryingtomakeitout

thereinthedrugworld.

Mysisterwascommunicatingwithmeabout

everysinglethingthatwashappening.Shehad

foundtheplanhewasgoingtousetransporting

hisdrugsandmoney.Hewasplanningtouse

thetrashpickuptrucksanditwilllooklikethey

werepickinguptrashinthestreets.The



picturesofthetruckmodelsandcolourwere

sentandwegotthereplicas.Howevershe

foundoutthattheywerenotallgoingtousethe

sameroute.Outofthe6organized,onlyfour

willhavethestuff.

Ourplanwastodivertthefourtruckswiththe

moneyanddrugstoourplannedwarehouse

andsendtheoneswithtrashtotheirmeetup

place.Whereverthatis.

IwasstillwaitingforAngeltotellmethe

destinationandtheroutestheyweretaking.

Withoutthose,wecouldn'tdomuch.Wealso

neededthetimeofdeparturesowecanknow

whentoambushthedrivers.

Thiswasthefinalpiecetothepuzzleandmy

sisterpromisedtogetitallforme.She

promisedthatI'llgetthemapandeverything



tomorrowmorningbefore10am.

Shewassupposedtogivethem totheguyI

wasworkingwith.Shewasgoingtoleaveitat

sometrashcannearacertainrestaurantandhe

wasgoingtopickthem upaftershehasleft.

Howevertheguycalledmeandtoldmeshe

nevercame.

Itriedcallingherbutherphonewasdead.Her

lastseenonWhatsappwasactuallythe

previousnight.Iwasstartingtogetworried.

Thedaywentbywithouthearinganythingfrom

her.YouhavenoideahowworriedIwas.Iwas

actuallyscaredforher.

IhadtoldtheguyIwasworkingwithtoseeifhe



cangetholdofHer.Itwasnoteasytoenter

Guzman'spalacebutIwashopinghewould

hearsomethingfrom someone.Wehadaguy

from insidewhohasbeencommunicatingwith

ushereandtherebutwhenIgotholdofhim,he

didn'tknowwhereshewas.Nobodyhasseen

hersincethepreviousnight.

Guzmanprobablyfoundoutwhatshewas

doingandkilledher.

Myphonerang.Itwastheguyfrom Colombia,

Diego.

Diego:heycanyoutalk?

Zenia:yeswhatisit?

Diego:IjustfoundoutthatGuzman'swifewas



foundmurderedinhercar.Shehasbeenshot

15times.

Zenia:what?OhmyGod.Isitmysister?

Diego:Ijustheardontheradio..heridentityhas

beenhidden

Itbetterbesomeoneelse.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter67

Aiden'sPOV

"AidendidyouhearwhatIsaid?"Myfather



askedandIjustnodded.Ididn'treallyhearwhat

hesaidbutithadsomethingtodowithivanna.I

thinkshecancelledtheirsocalledmeetingonce

again.Heshouldreallysticktodoingbusiness

withheroverthephonebecausethemeeting

wasnotgoingtohappen.Mydadcouldn't

believeitwhenhefoundoutthativannawasa

lady.AtfirsthethoughtitwasIvanor

somethingalongthoselines.

IbelievethispersonwasrelatedtoSantiago.

Thewayshedoesherbusinesswasdefinitely

Santiago'sstyleofdoingthings.Plusthefact

thatshewasfrom Colombia.Shewasprobably

hisrelative.Howevernobodyhadreallyseen

howshelookedlike.

"Areyouok?Wehavebeentalkingtoyoufor

quitesometimenow."Mysistershookme.



"Ohhegotdumped!"Adriansaidwithasmile

"Bythatcriminal?"Mymom asked.

"WhydoyouguyshateZeniasomuchthough.

Poorgirlhasneverdoneanythingwrongtoyou

guys."?Adrianspoke.

"Wellbringyourgirlfriendsowecanshowyou

thatwedolovepeoplewhodotherightthings

inlife.Notcriminals"Nadiasaidplayingwith

herphone.

"Lookatthekettlecallingthepotblack.The

lasttimeIcheckedyouwerecriminals"Itook

myjacketandwalkedoutonmyfamily.They

wereheretomindmybusinessasusual.ididn't



eveninvitethem over.

AfterthefalloutwithZenia,thingshaven'tbeen

goingwellwithme.Shejuststartedignoringme

butneverreallytoldmethatitwasover

betweenus.ithasbeenalmosttwomonths

withouthergivingmethechancetoredeem

myselfbutIwasnotgoingtogiveuponheror

us.

Itwasfrustratingtobehonest.Iwouldcalland

textandgetnoreply.Icouldn'tevengotoher

housebecausethesecuritywassotightand

theydidntallowmeinwithoutaresident's

approval.Iresortedtogoingtoherworkplace

anditkindaworkedeventhoughshewalkedout

onme.Wekissed.That'sthegoodsignright?

Icouldseesomethingwasbotheringher



althoughshewasn'ttellingme.Itdefinitelyhad

todowiththedrugsandIwishIcouldhelp.So

insteadofwhiningabouthernotgivingmea

chance,Idecidedtogoseeheragain.

IwashopingIwouldfindheratherworkplace.I

heardoneofGuzman'swifewasfound

murderedbutdetailsweresketchyastowhoit

was.Hopefullyitwasn'thersister.

Ifoundherbusywithsomepaperwork.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Sheaskedwithouteven

raisingherheadtocheckme.

"Icametoseeyou!"



Sherolledhereyes."I'm notinthemoodto

listentoyoursorryass.IhavebeentellingyouI

havethingstodo.I'm busy"

Iwalkeduptoher,turnedthechairtowardsme

soshecouldfaceme.Talkingwasdefinitely

notworkingperhapssomeactionwilldo.

Shegotupandpushedmetothechair.

"Youhavebecomeacrybaby.It'ssosad"she

spoketakingoffmypants.Iknowwhatshe

wantedtodoandIjusthopedandprayedshe

doesn'tstop.Andshedidn't.Shegavemea

greatblowjob.

SheactuallyrodemeinawayInever

anticipated.Forsomeonewhowasmadatme,



itallwentwell.Aftersexshequicklygot

dressedandIdidthesame.Sheaskedmeto

leave.

Ididn'treallyexpectsomecuddlingand

WhatnotbutIthoughtwewillsitandtalkabout

thewayforwardorsomethingalongthoselines

butshetoldmeshewasbusyandhadthingsto

do.

Ithurtsmyfeelings.However,shewouldstill

callmetocomeseeheranditwasallforsex.

Shewouldgreetmeandwouldwanttoget

downtobusinessinstantly.

Whenshecalledmetocomeseeherather

housethenextday,Iwasgladthatwewould

findchancetotalkandofficiallygetback



together.AtthisverymomentIwasjustbeing

usedforsexandithurtsme.Sheofferedme

wineandIwasnowexcitedthatthiswasmy

chance,howevershegulpeditandaskedmeto

dothesamesowecouldgetdowntobusiness.

Imagine!

Thewholethingnowsoundedlikeabusiness

deal.Sexwithherwasbetterthannotgetting

anythough.

"Youneedtoleave"shewokemeupasIwas

dozingoffafterourlovemakingsession.

"What?Why?Istheresomeonecomingover?"

"Doesitmatter?.JustleaveAiden."



"Areyouseeingsomeone?Whydoyoukeepon

hurtingmelikethis?"

"Blahblahblah.ByeAiden"shesaidpushing

meoutofherbedroom door.Iwasn'teven

dressedyet.IfshewasseeingsomeoneIwas

goingtofindoutandhebetterprayIdon'taymy

handsonhim!

*****

Zenia'sPOV

Mysister'sdisappearancewasstressingme

out.Isleptwithoutgettingfullinformationasto

whetherthedeceasedwasherornot.

Somethingswouldstressyoutoapointwhere

youwouldevencrossabusyroadwithout



looking.Shewasn'ttheonlyonestressingme,

theheistthatwasinfewdayswasgivingme

sleeplessnights.

Diegocalledmearound3am totellmethatthe

murderedwomanwasnother.Youcould

imaginethereliefigotwhenIheardthatbutthe

problem wasshewasstillMissing.

Aidencameinattherighttime.Ididn'tevengive

him achancetolament.Ireallyneededsome

steamysexandhewasjusttherightmanfor

that.Imaginehavingtostartoverwithsomeone

whodoesn'tevenknowthatI'm adrugdealer.I

wasnotcondoningwhathedidbuthewas

reallysorryanddeservedachance.

I'dcallhim upforsexwheneverIfeltlikeitand

hewouldcomebutyoucouldseethathewas



frustratedfrom notgettingthechancetotalk.

3dayswentbywithoutmysisterbeingfound.I

decidedtoflytoColombiatolookforher.

IwaslyinglowtoavoidGuzmanfindingoutI

wasthere.JustsixhoursaftermyarrivalIgota

phonecallfrom angeltellingmeshewasfine

butshejustcouldn'tgetholdofme.

ShesaidGuzmantookhiswivesandkidstoa

hidingplacebecausesomebodywastargeting

hisfamily.Sothismeanshedidn'tknowwhat

shewasdoingIguessorperhapshewas

pretendinglikehedidn'tknow.

Whenaskedaboutthemap,shedirectedmeto

whereitcouldbefound.Isentsomeonetoget



itandtheydidfindit.Howeversomethingwas

notright.

"Changeofplans.Weneedtohijackthetrucks,

fewminutesaftertheirdeparture"Isaidto

Diegoaswelookedatthemap.

"What?Why?Thatismoredangerous.Wewill

Getkilled."

"Nowewon't.Ithinkheknowsourplan.Evenif

hedoesn't.Thereisapossibilitythatthereis

anotherplanheisgoingtouseandthefirstone

wastheretoconfusetheenemy.Heknowsthat

therecouldbesomeoneinhiscirclewhomight

trytohijackhim sowearechangingeverything.

Soweneedtotakethetrucksbeforetheytake

differentroutes"



"AreyouhearingyourselfZenia?.Theremight

bemoresecurityintheirpointofdepartureand

theywillshootus"

"Theyaredepartingfrom thecityanditwillbe

easytotaketheguysout.Weneedtwosnipers

Whowillbehidingintwooppositeflats."

"Thisissolastminute....Ihaveonlyoneguy

whocanshootatargetfrom adistance.We

shouldhavehiredtheprofessionalsniperin

time"

"Icandoit"

"What?"Helaughed."Youcan'tmiss.Ifyou

miss,allhellwillbreaklose"



Gosh!Iwastiredofbeingundermined!

HowmanytimesdoIhavetoexplainmyself

thatIcandocertainthings.

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter68

Zenia'sPOV

Thedayfortheheistcameandwehadtowake

upveryearlyforpreparations.Diegowas

scepticalaboutsomeofthethingsIwastelling

him,ifnoteverything.Butthatdidn'tmeanIhad

togiveupwithouttrying.Itfeltlikewewere

chasingthewindsincewewerenotsosure

aboutalotofthings.



Istickedwiththenewplan.TheroadGuzman

chosehadnotrafficsowecreatedourownto

delayeverything.Webroughtfewcarsand

driverswhopretendedtobegoingonwiththeir

normalliveswhileinfacttheywerenot.That's

whenweambushedthedriversandtheguards

andshotatthem withthesniperrifles.There

weresixtrucksaltogether.Thefirstoneandthe

lastweretheretoprotecttheonesinthemiddle

thathadthestuff.Theguysatthegroundshot

atthefirstTruckwhileIshotatthesecond

andthethirdtrucksandtheothersnipershot

theonesattheback.Ididn'tevenmissasoul

andtheseguyswereoutherethinkingI'llruinit.

TheplanwasfortheguystojumpInthetrucks

anddriveoffwiththedrugs,thetrafficwill

openupsotheycangetoffeasilyanditwill

thenbecreatedatthebacksothatitwon'tbe

easyforGuzman'smentochaseafterus.The



guysdidn'tgetfarbeforetheystartgivingchase

butIandtheotherguyremainedinour

positionstoshootattheoneschasingthem.

Theotherguysbroughtthereplicasofthe

trucksouttocausemoreconfusionso

Guzman'smencanendupchasingthewrong

trucks.

Itdidn'ttakelongtogetthejobdone.We

outnumberedGuzman'smenplustheywere

caughtoffguard.Theguysmanagedtoget

awaywiththedrugsandmoneytothe

designatedplace.Howevertheycouldn'tburn

Guzmán'slabs.Theyonlymanagedtoburnone.

Thatwastheleastofmyproblems.AslongasI

hadhismoneyanddrugs.

IwenttherelateronwithDiegotocheck.The



drugswereenoughtosupplyourclientsfor

atleastfourmonths.Everyonegotpaidbut

someguysgotshottodeath.Thewholething

wasalloverthenews.

"Damngirl!Ihonestlythoughtyouwerenot

goingtopullitoff..manypeopletriedtorob

Guzmanandalwaysfailed."Diegosaidlooking

atthemoney.

"WellI'm notothers"

"Iswearheisgoingcrazywhereverheis"

"Hewillgetoveriteventually.Someofthis

moneywillbeusedtogetthelabbacktoits

feet.Thedrugswillremaininhereandyouwill

besupplyingthem from thislocation"



"Yesboss"

"Therestofthemoneywillbetransportedto

Mexicoanditwillremainthere"

"Cool".

IleftthecountrybeforeGuzmancouldholdme

hostage.Diegowoulddomostofthethingsand

Itrustedhim.Hewasnotoneoftheguyswho

wereworkingintheColombialab.Itookhim

from MexicotocomeovertherebecauseI

trustedHim.

IgothomeandfoundAidenthere.ididmention

Iwascomingbackwhenheaskedon

Whatsapp.Therewasaromanticsetupthat



startedfrom thedoortothebedroom.Ididn't

evenaskwhoallowedhim in.Heprobablytook

thekeythelasttimehewashere.

"Ihaverunyouawarm bath.IknowColombian

flightcanbetiring"

"Thanks"

Aftertakingthebathiatethedinnerhehad

preparedforus.

"IknowImaynotdeserveyourforgivenessbut

GodknowsI'm sorry.Ifuckedupandyoumay

nevertrustme.Butjustgivemeachanceto

showthatIcanbeabetter"



"Fine"!

"What?Doyoumeantotellmethatyouwant

ustotryagain?"

"Yeahit'scool"

"Thanksalotbabe"hehuggedme.

Myphonerang.ItwasAngel!

Angel:heylilsis

Zenia:heyAngel.

Angel:sohowdiditgo?



Zenia:howdidwhatgo?

Angel:youknowwhatImean?Thehijacking.

Zenia:notsogood.Wewaitedatthatplaceand

thetrucksnevershowedup.

Angel:what?areyousure?

Zenia:howcanInotbesure?.Thetrucksnever

showedupsothereforetherewasnothingto

hijack.Didsomethinghappenthatyouknow

aboutandIdon't.

Angel:no....wellIheardGuzmanwashijacked

soIthoughtyouwereinvolved.Iwashoping



youcanfinallyhelpmegetout.

Zenia:doyoureallywantoutthough?

Angel:whywouldyouevenask?OfcourseIwant

out.

Zenia:wellsomebodyhijackedyourhusband

andbeatmetoit.Asforyougettingout.I'llsee

whatIcando.

Ihungup.

Angelwasgivingmeweirdsignals.Icouldtell

whenshewasgenuineaboutsomething.Like

thefirsttimewetalkedaboutthehijacking,she

seemedreallyintoitbutwhenwetalkedabout



theplan.Shesoundeddifferent.Evenwiththis

phonecall.Herhusbandprobablywantedto

findoutifIdidthejob.Therewasbetrayalfrom

hersidebutitdoesn'tmatter.IgotwhatI

wanted.

IwasnowfocusedongettingtheColombian

labbacktoitsfeetaswellasstartingothersin

othercountries...withthemoneyIhad,itwasn't

goingtotakeforever.Therestofthemoney

wasgoingtobuyafleetoftrucks.

AidenbecamewhatIcancallabettermanafter

gettingthesecondchance.Ineverreallyfound

outthegirlhewascheatingwithandperhapsit

wasbetterthatway.Itwasallgood.Thedrug

businesswasnolongerstressingmeandso

wasmyrelationship.Ididn'thearanything

aboutGuzmanretaliating.



IwasbusyattheofficethisotherdaywhenI

receivedacallfrom anunknownnumber.I

answeredit.

Zenia:hello

Mary:heyZeniaitsMary!

Zenia:ohhelloMary,howareyou?

Mary:I'm notgoodatall

Zenia:what'swrong?

Mary:canyoutalktoAidenformeplease?He



blockedmeeverywhereandheisnowacting

likewewereneverathing.

Zenia:youmeantotellmethatyouarethe

personhewasdating?

Mary:duh!Soyoudidn'tknow?

Zenia:wow!Wondersshallneverend.

Mary:ohcomeon.I'm thereasonyouareoutof

jailmoghel.stopactingsospecial

Zenia:youknowwherehelives.Iwantsnothing

todowithyourbusinesses.

Mary:justtellhim thatIjustfoundoutim



pregnant.

Zenia:youarewhat?

Mary:pregnant,Zenia.Sinceyoucouldn'tgive

him kids,youshouldbethankfulI'm doingitfor

you.

ThepainIfeltwaslikeIwasbeingstabbedin

theheart,repeatedly!Idon'tknowwhetherit

wasbecausethegirlhecheatedwithwasMary

orthefactthatshewaspregnant!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter69

Zenia'sPOV



IwaswokenupbyAidenashecametomy

place.IdozedoffwatchingTVplusIdranka

bottleofwine.Onebottleneverhurtanybody.

"Heybabe"hegreetedwithahugandakisson

theforehead

"Hey"

"Haveyoubeencrying?"Heaskedsittingnext

tome.

"No,why?"

"Don'tlietome.Youreyesarepuffy.What's

goingon?"



"Yourgirlfriendcalledtosayshewaspregnant.

ItmighthavehurtabitsoIcried"

"Zeniabeserious"

"YoutoldthatchickIcan'thavekidsandthat's

isallshepostaboutlately.ReallyAiden?.

Couldn'tyoufindanotherwayofmessingme

upifyoureallywantedto?"

"Sheislying.Maryismanipulative.Im Sureshe

justgotyournumbersrecentlysoshecan

harassyou.Andthebabythingwasa

conversationbetweenmeandMason.She

probablyoverheadit!"hegotupandstarted

pacingupanddownwhileIremainedseated.



"Marywasmyfriend.Themostpainfulthing

aboutthisisyoumadesomeoneWhowas

closetomepregnant.Whywouldyoudosucha

thing?"

"Ididn'tknow.Iswear.imetheronInstagram

andwantedhertohelpmegetthetapefrom

Raymond.Sheneversaidanythingabout

knowingyou.sheislyingaboutthepregnancy"

"ButyouknewshewassleepingwithRaymond.

Youtwohaveathingforsharingthesame

pussiesne?"

"Don'ttalklikethat."

"OfallpeopleyouhavetogoforMaryand

worse,makeherpregnant.Howmanytimesdid



youdoit?"

"Well...um...maybe8times"

"Ihateyou.Ireallydo.Youandthatchickcan

gogetmarriedandlivehappilyeverafter.You

cangodothat!"

"Don'tsaythat...I'llfixit.Ipromise.I'm really

sorry"

"Blahblahblah.Youprobablydidthistospite

me.ToremindmethatIwon'thavetheprivilege

ofhavingkidsthenaturalway.Idon'tevenwant

yourkids"

"IunderstandyouareangryandI'm sorry.



Pleasedon'tgiveuponus"

"Whatever.Getout!"

AidenleftandIdecidedtobookmyselfasolo

vacationsoIcanunwindandrelax.ineededit

orIwasgoingtolosemymind!.

********

Aiden'sPOV

ThiswasthelastthingIneeded.IjustFixed

thingswithZeniaandMarywantedtoruinit.I

havealwaysusedcondomswithherandshe

assuredmeshewasalsooncontraceptives.So

thispregnancythingwasdefinitelyalie.



Ouraffairwasnotevennecessaryifyouaskme.

ThefirsttimeIhadsexwiththischickwasfew

weeksafterZeniawasinjail.Iwasgoing

throughalotofemotionsandIfeltlikeshewas

notgoingtocomeoutHenceImetwiththat

chickandhadsex.Toreleasestress.Ididn't

likeherbeyondsexhenceIputastoptoit.

Ithenaskedhertohelpmegetthetapeand

shewaswillingtohelp.Weneverreallystopped

talkingandwhenZeniastartedtravelingalot,I

usedherforsex.Shewasalwaysavailableand

itwasforfun.Nothingmore.Sheevenbegged

metotakeherandherfriendtoDurbanjulyand

iendedupagreeingandbroughtmasonalong.

Itwasn'tworthit.Italmostcostedmemy

relationshipandthiswasthelastthingthis

relationshipneeded.



ThenightofthateventIwasdrunkandas

muchasIusedacondom,itmighthavecame

offorburstedorMaryremovedit.Whatifshe

stolethecondom andwentforartificial

insemination.Anythingispossiblewithagirl

likeMary.

Iwenttoseeher.

"Lookatwhatthecatdraggedin.Howareyou

AidenKhan"shesaidasIgotintoher

apartment.ThiswasactuallythefirsttimeIwas

goingthere.Ihadtocallandaskforthe

address.Ouraffairwasdoneinhotels.

"Stayawayfrom mygirlfriend.Letthisbethe

lasttimeshereceivedacallfrom you."Isaidto



herwithoutevensittingdown.

"Zenismyfriend.Youdon'ttellmewhattodo.

Ithoughtthefirstthingyouwillaskaboutisour

son"

"Son?Nothavinganysonwithyou.Youare

delusional.Youarenotpregnantanyways."

"Ohyeah?Howaboutwegotoseeadoctorof

yourchoiceforascan.IevenprayedIhavea

babyboy.Hopefullythegodswillanswermy

prayer"shelookedandsoundedsoconfident

thatshewasindeedpregnantandthisjust

stressedmemore.

"Let'sgotothedoctor.Ineedtobesure"



"Worrynotfuturebabydaddy"shespoke

rubbinghertummy

Wewenttothedoctorandindeedshewas

pregnant.Youshouldhaveseenthe

disappointmentinmewhenIfoundoutthatshe

wastellingthetruth.iwishthegroundcould

openandswallowme.Thiswasastupid

mistakethatwasnotsupposedtohappenatall.

"Havetheabortion...I'llgiveyouR250000to

terminate!"Isaidtoheraswegotintomycar.

Shelaughed"nothappening"

"R500000"



"NoAiden!"

"Amillionthen.Please"Ibegged.

"Mmm soundstemptingbutno.Thischildwill

beworthmorealivethandead.Seeya"she

walkedoutofthecarandwenttoGod'sknows

where.

IwasevenashamedtocallZeniaandtellher

thatindeedMarywaspregnantandshewas

refusingabortion.PerhapsIneededtobenice

inordertowinhertrustsoIcanputsome

abortionpillsinherteaorjuice.Ijustcouldn't

fathom theideaofhavingachildwiththatgirl.

Godforbid!

IcalledmyFriendmason.Ijustneededto



someonetotalkto.Maybehewillcomewitha

betteridea

Aiden:hello

Mason:heyKhan.Missedme?

Aiden:imessedup

Mason:what'sgoingon.whatdidyoudo?

Aiden:rememberthechickfrom DurbanJuly?

Mason:theoneyouhavebeenbangingfora

while?



Aiden:yeah.Sheispregnant.

Mason:Ididtellyoushewasagolddigger,And

toldyoutoweartwocondoms

Aiden:okfine.YoutoldmebutnowI'm stuck

betweenarockandahardplace.

Mason:doesZeniaknows?

Aiden:yeahsheisthefirstpersonMarytold!

Mason:shit!Howdidshetakeit?

Aiden:notsogood.ShecriedandIcouldtell

shewasdisappointed.



Mason:That'sagoodthing!

Aiden:Andwhyisthatagoodthing?

Mason:thethingisyourgirlfriendismorelikely

tokillyouifyoukeeponmessingup.Soifshe

crieditmeansshestillhaveaheartandstillfeel

painandmightnotkillyou!

Aiden:youaredrunk.Zeniaisasweetsoul.I

justkeeponmessingup.

Mason:ohyeah?Idon'tknowifit'sjailor

Santiagobutthatgirlisnolongerthesame.I

won'tbesuprisedifIeverhearthatshehas

startedawarwithaguylikeGuzman.NotthatI

haveanythingagainstbadgirls.YouknowIlove



them.I'm justworriedthatyoudon'tseewhat

I'm seeing.

Aiden:youarecrazy.Stopassumingweird

thingsaboutZenia.Shemightselldrugsbutit's

notthatserious.ForgetZen.Maryrefusedto

haveanabortion.Ineedhelpgettingridofthat

baby.

Mason:askZenia.Shewilldoitforya

Aiden:I'm seriousMason.

Mason:fine.Let'skillMarythenproblem

solved.Ineverlikedheranyways!

Aiden:Areyouserious?That'sextrememan



Mason:itwilllooklikeanaccident.

Tohaveanannoyingbabymamafortherestof

mylifeortoenditall?

That'sthequestion!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou!

Chapter70

Aiden'sPOV

IwokeupandwenttoZenia'splace.Ihadto

makesurewewerestillinarelationship.The

nextthingIknowI'llfindanewmanwhohas

replacedmeovernight.PhelaIwasjusttoldto

getout.Nootherthingmentionedafterthat.



IfoundMphoatZenia'splaceandhetoldme

shewentonavacation.ItseemedlikeMpho

didn'tevenknowwhyshewentthereallofa

sudden,becausehewasaskingmeifIdid

somethingthatupsether.OfcourseIdenied

havingdoneanything.

Ileftafterfindingoutshewasn'tthere.Iwas

hurtshedidn'ttellmethough.Mybiggest

stressorwasMaryandthepregnancy.Idid

thinkaboutwhatMasonsuggestedbutkilling

herandaninnocentsoulmightbealittlebittoo

harsh.Iwasnotthatheartless.Masononthe

otherhandwoulddoitwithoutasecond

thoughtbecausehehadnoheartwhatsoever.

Thiswasgivingmeahugeheadache.Ifikill

Mary,I'llmakeittotheGuinnessworldrecord

forheartlessmen.



"Ican'tdothis.Itstoomuchforme"Isaidto

Masonaswedrovetomyplace.

Iwenttoseehim afterfindingoutthatZenia

wenttoashortnoticevacation,allthankstome.

Ididn'treallymeantocausemoreproblemsin

ourrelationshipbuthereweare.

"Noproblem man.Itmightbetheonlychildyou

willeverhave.Justmakesureyourbabymama

knowsherplace.IfyoustillwanttokeepZenia"

"Iwanttoworkonthat.IalsoneedaDNAtest

donesoIcanbesureit'smychild"

"I'm prettysureit'snotyours,howevershe

soundsconfidentthatyouareindeedthe



father"

WegottomyplaceandIfoundmymom'scar

inthedriveway.I'm prettysuremysisterwas

theretoo.Theyhaveatendencyofshowingup

uninvited.Wehavetalkedaboutitsomany

timesbutnobodylistens.

WhatIanticipatedwasnothingcomparedto

whatIsaw.Mymother,mysisterandMary

weresittinginmylivingroom busydiscussing

gynaecologistsandthebeststoresforbaby

clothes.

Maryisonly3monthspregnantandsheis

alreadymeetingwithmyfamilybehindmyback

todiscussallthesethings?

Masonchuckleduponseeingwhatwas

happening.Itwasn'tevenfunny.



"Whatthefuckisgoingonhere?"Iasked.

"Andwhyareyoumad?Youshouldbehappy

thatweareheretosupportyou"mysister

spokeandIrolledmyeyes.

"HowcanyouhidesuchnewsAiden.Haveyou

forgottenI'm yourmother?Thisgirlisthree

monthspregnant,almostfourmonthsandyou

didn'thavethenervetotellussuchwonderful

news"

"Thereisnowonderfulnewshere.Iwasgoing

totellyouwhenthetimecomesocanyouguys

pleaseleave.Allofyou"

"WhathasgottenintoyouAiden?.Youneedto



manupandstoprunningafterthatchickwho

won'tevengiveyoukids.Thisisthegirlyou

shouldmarry"mymom said.

"Nothanks.Thechildmightnotevenbemine

andyouarebusyoutcheatrynaactlikethein-

lawstothischick.Wheredidyouevenmeet

her?"

"Wewerecomingtoseeyouandfoundher

waitingoutsidethenshetolduseverything"my

sistersaidwithahugesmile.

"Shecancontinuetellingyouonyourwayout.

SoeverybodypleaseleavebeforeIcallsecurity"

"Evenmebro?"Masonasked.



"AhshutupMason"

Theybothleft.Marywasbusyactingallsweet

likeshewasMaryMagdalenefrom theBible.

Shemustbehappynowthatmymom andmy

sisterareonherside.AsformeIwouldseeher

oncethebabyisborn.Idon'twantanythingto

dowithher.Pregnancyisnotadiseaseafterall.

"Imightneedtobuymyselfmorepopcorns

becauseIforeseedramacomingoutofthis

family"masonthrewhimselfonmycouch.

Chuckling.

"Welltheymusttakeherin,iftheythinkthey

likeherthatmuch"

"WellyourfamilyhatesZeniasotheyknowif



theysidewithMary,itwillhurther.Theyare

probablydoingittospiteher.Iswearthey

probablycelebratedwhenMarytoldthem she

waspregnantwithyourchild"

"Ican'tputitpastthem.NowZeniawillthink

thatIintroducedMarytomyfamily"

"Ohshit!'"

"What!"Iseizedhisphoneandcheckedwhat

hewaslookingat.Maryalreadytookaselfie

withmymom andsisterandpostedon

Instagram withacaption'the-inlaws.'"

Canyouimaginethat?.Onlyunstablepeopledo

thesethings.



Sobaecamebackaftersomedays.She

actuallytextedthatshewasbacksoIdecided

togoseeher.Iwasthreadingonthinice

becauseIdidn'tevenknowwhatthemoodwas

goingtobelike.Hopefullythevacationdidher

good.

SoIgotthereandfoundherwearingsomesexy

lingerie.Shegrabbedmyshirtuponarrivaland

gavemeadeepkiss.Thisisscarybecauseshe

couldstillbemadatmeanddecidetostabme

whilewearehavingsex.ImeanMasonkepton

sayingsheisdangerousandIoverlookedthat.

Webothknowthathellhathnofurylikea

womanscorned.

Zeniaissupposedtobemadandshoutingat

melikewomendobutinsteadsheisouthere

givingmesomehotsex.Shewasontopofme



andIkeptcheckingiftherewasn'tanyknifeor

objectsonthecouchorsomething.attheback

ofmymindIkeptonthinkingshewillstabMe

whilewebusyFucking.

Shedidn'tthough.Insteadshekissedmeand

toldmeshemissedme.

"Ihaveprepareddinnerforus"shespoke

wrappingherselfwithagownafterwewere

done.

"Ohthanksbabe.ButI'm nothungry"

"Ohsoyoudon'tlikemyfoodnomore?"She

askedgivingmeaseriouslook.Everyperson

wouldbescarediftheygotthatlookfrom agirl

theyjustcheatedon.



Wellfirstlyshecan'tcookthereforeeveryhome

cookedmealwasalwaysdonebyMe.Sothis

statementthat"youdon'tlikemyfoodno

more"wasweirdbecauseshedoesn'tcookfor

me.Itonlymeantthattherewaspoisoninthe

foodandshewastryingtokillme.OhGod.

Iagreedtoeatdinnerwithhersowewentto

thetablethatwasalreadysetuponaromantic

way.Shelitupsomecandlesthere.Ihave

watchedthisdramabefore.Iswearshewas

tryingtokillmeinasadisticway.Alreadyshe

couldseeIwasagitatedandI'm prettysureshe

waslovingit.Whatdidtheyteachheratthe

vacationspot?Ihaveseendangerouswomen

from investigationdiscoveryChannelandI

swearshewasshowingmethosesignsand

symptoms.



Thefoodlookedandsmellednice.itmeans

Mphowastheonewhocookedorperhapsshe

wentforcookingclasseswherevershewas.

Shedishedupandwestartedeating.Wewere

eatingfoodthatcamefrom thesamedishesso

thatmeanttherewasnopoisonright.Orwhatif

itwasputinonesidewhichismine.Isaida

littleprayer.

Weatethefoodandnothinghappenedtome

butthatdidn'truleoutslowpoison.

Anhourlater,nothinghappened.Wesatand

watchednewsandnotoncedidsheasked

aboutMaryorthebabyorwhatever.

Itookoutmyphoneandsentmasona



message.

'I'm atZenia'splaceandthefirstthingshedid

whenIgotherewasridemeliketheworldis

comingtoanend.Thensetuparomantic

dinner.Thisissostrange.Ifanythinghappens

tome,youknowwhotoblame'

ThemessagewentthroughbutallMasondid

wastolaughatmewithendlesslaughing

emoticons.Helateronsentanothermessage.

"RIPinadvance,mate"wasallhesaid.

WowaftereverythingIsentthisiswhathe

sendsback?ThefriendsIkeepthough.

"Babe,it'sgettingchillyherecanyoupleaseget

mypolarfleeceblanketintheguestroom's



closet?"

I'm definitelygettinganxiousfornothing.Zenia

didn'tseem likeshewasgoingtodoanythingto

me.Iwaspanickingfornothing.

Igottotheclosetandstartedlookingforit.I

couldn'tfinditontheothersidesoIchecked

theotheroneandallhellbreakloosewhenI

pickeditupfrom whereitwasneatlyfolded.A

swarm ofwaspsattackedasiftheyweretoldto

doso.Thelittlespawnsofthedevilwent

straightformyfaceandotherstomyhands.

Unlikebees,waspsdontdieafteronestingso

theycanactuallystingforquitefewtimes.So

imaginethis.Itriedjumpingandrunningtothe

doorandItrippedbecauseIcouldn'tevensee

whereIwasgoing.Theselittlethingswerenot

givingmeabreakeither.Thesharpburningpain



from thestingsweremakingthingsworse.Not

forgettingtheitchingthatcomeswithit.

WhenIgotmychancetoescape,Iprobablyran

asprintlikeagoldmedalist.ievenclosedthe

dooronmywayoutsotheydon'tfollowme.I

gotdownstairsandZeniawasalreadyonher

feet.

"Whathappened?Areyouokbaby?"Sheasked

assheassessedmyface.I'm sureIwas

startingtoswellup.Shelookedlikeshewanted

tolaugh.

"Calltheambulance!Thesethingscouldkill

me"Isaidfrantically

"Don'tworry.Theyareontheirway."



"Younevertoldmeyouhavewaspsorbeesin

thisplace"

"Ohnobabe.Iorderedthem especiallyforyou.

"Shesaiddrinkingherglassofwine.

Jane!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter71

Aiden'sPOV

ThewayMasonlaughedatme,youwould



swearhewasinsomesortofacompetitionfor

thebestlaughter.Ievenaskedmyselfifhewas

stilllaughingaboutthesamethingortherewas

anotherjokeIdidn'tknowof.Myfacewas

swollen,IgetitbutIwasn'tmuchofajoke.

PerhapsIwas.Youshouldhaveseenmylips.

Idon'tevenknowwhocalledhim tocomeover

atthehospital.Iwasspeechlessafterbeing

toldthewaspswereorderedespeciallyforme.

Whatelsecanyousayafterthatthough?

ShedidcalltheambulanceandIwastakento

thehospital.Shedidcomewithmeattheback

oftheambulance.

Theproblem arosewhenMasoncametosee

me.Iwashopingtheswellingwouldsubside

fastbutloandbehold,itseemedlikeitwas

goingtotakeforever.



Itoldhim whathappenedwhenZeniawentout

totakeacallandheliterallyfellontheground

laughingatme.IevenwonderedifIhadsaid

somethingelseratherthanZeniahadprepared

somewaspsforme.Adriancameaswell,

Masonprobablycalledhim andhedidn'thelp

thesituationwhenheheardwhathappened.

"Wow.IStanaqueenwhoknowshowtodeal

withacheatingman.Iguessyouwon'tdoitno

moreconsideringhowyoulookrightnow"

AdriansaidandtheylaughedtogetherwhileI

rolledmyeyes.

"Didyoureallyhavetogetadmittedthough?"

Masonchuckled



"Waspshasvenom andforyourinformation

thosewerealot.Lookatmyhandsandmy

face"

Isaidandtheylookedateachotherand

laughed.

"I'llcallthenursetoremoveyouguys"

"Wellyoumessedupbro.Howcanyou

impregnateasidechick?Ihadtogothrough

herInstagram andIcouldn'tevenbelieveshe

wasreallythechickyouhavebeensleeping

with.I'm disappointed.Havesomeclassnext

time"Adriansaid

"Shutup"



WellthetruthwasMarywasveryvocalinsocial

media,inachildishway.Shepostedabout

whateverthatrockedherboat.Ibelieveshe

wasinherslayqueenphase.Sheloved

clubbingandpostingaboutit.Shewouldpost

champagnes,tripsthatwerebeingsponsored

byblessers.Shewasn'tscaredtoaskmoney

directly.Ihaveneverbeenapersontoreally

checkwhatapersondoesonlineeventhoughI

actuallycheckedZenia.Shewasmywoman

afterall.InevercheckedMaryuntilrecently.I

wantedtoreallyseewhattypeofahuman

beingshewasandshewasthetypeIshould

havestayedawayfrom.

Hercaptionswerealwaysprovoking.Itwas

alwayslikeshewasalwayswritingthem for

someone.IevensawwhatZeniawastalking

aboutwhenshesaidMarywaspostingabout

hernotbeingabletoconceive.Shepostedan



ultrasoundandinsteadoftalkingaboutit,she

decidedtobashZeniaaboutnothavingkids.It

wassomethinglike'ifyoufailtomakekidsfor

yourmanthenwewillmakethem foryou'.She

thenwentonclaimingthattheinfertilityisdue

tocountlessabortionsthatweredone.

Ididn'tbelieveallthatwhenIsawit.IwishI

couldrewindthetimeandjustundoeverything.

HowcanIhaveababywithsuchagirl.Shewas

farfrom beingmaturedItellyou!

Shewouldpostherbabybum andcaptionit'

thatmomentwhenyouknowyourfatherisa

millionaire'.

LikeWTF!.IprayandhopetheBabyaint

mine..lettherebeanotherguyshesleptwith.

Somebody,anybody!



"Iregretguys.Imightnotsayitmoreoftenbut

GodknowsIdo.IalsodeservewhatZeniadid.

Evenifitwasasnakebite.Iwouldtakeit"

"ThankGoditwasnotthatbecausethisright

hereisfunnier.MrChubbyface"masonsaid

andtheyburstoutlaughingAgain.

Likereally?Wasn'tthisjokenotgoingtoend?

"Seriouslybro.Thisrightherewillbemy

weaponwheneveryouaretryingtocomeat

me.ishouldhavebeentherewhenZenia

plannedthewholething.Iwouldhaveputmore.

Iwonderifsheboughtthewaspfrom some

waspsblackmarketorsomeprofessional

waspsdealers"masonsaidandburstout



laughing.

Asyouguessedright,Adrianjoined.Iwasn't

laughingeventhoughwaspsdealersandwhat

not,soundedfunny.Zeniahelpedmewhenshe

camebackbecausetheystoppedlaughingor

talkingaboutit.Masonneverstoppedreally.He

waslaughinginternally.Youcouldjustsee

sometearscomingoutofhiseyesbecauseof

laughing.Forabigguywithmuscles,itdidn't

evensuithim.

ZeniagreetedAdriansincehecamewhenshe

wasn'tthere.Heacknowledgedthegreeting.

"Ihavetogobabe.Thedoctorsaidthathe

won'tkeepyouforlong.Theswellingwill

subsideathome.I'llseeyou"shesaidthen

kissedmeontheswollenforehead.



"Byeguys"shewalkedout.

"Whatifsheisgoingtoordermore?"Mason

saidandlaughed.

"Nurse!!?"Icalledoutthenursewhileringing

thebell.Thenursedidn'ttakelongandIasked

hertoremovethem asIclaimedthatIwanted

torest!

Theyleftlaughing.

Iwasgoingtogetthem!

MyphonerangamomentlaterandIdidn'teven

knowthenumbersoIjustanswered.Mary's

annoyingvoicegreetedme.Itwasntthat



annoyingbutunderthecircumstancesIwasin,

everythingaboutherwasannoying.

Mary:heybabydaddy.Iheardyouwereat

admittedatthehospital.Whichhospitalareyou

at?

Me:ohfuckoff,willyou?!

Ihungup.

********

Zenia'sPOV

Thevacationdidmewell.Icameback

refreshedandreadytotakeontheworld.

HoweverthefactthatmymanImpregnatedmy



exfriendwasnotgoinganywhere.Ihadtofind

awaytodealwithitsincelettinggoofAiden

wasnotpartoftheequation.Why?BecauseI

lovehim.Everybodydeserveasecondchance

butperhapsIwasthequeenofgivingsecond

chancesconsideringhow IstickedwithRay

eventhoughhekeptondoingsomebullshit.

ImagineIwouldhavetodealwithMarymy

wholelife,ifIchoosetomarryAiden.Thatgirl's

middlenameisdrama.

IfoundMphowaitingformewhenIcameback

from thehospital.Hehadanextrakeysohe

didn'thavetowaitoutside.ThatshowmuchI

trustedhim.

WhenIgothome,hewantedtoknowwhat

happenedandItoldhim.



"Damngirl...Youhavesimplewaysofdealing

withacheatingman.Iwillbringmymantoyou

whenhecheats.WeneedtodealwithMarytoo.

Sheisrunninghermouthlikeamarathon"

"Letherbe.It'sthehormonesafterall"

"No.Shekeepsondisrespectingyouand

peoplealreadyknowssheistalkingaboutyou

becausethisotherdayshementionedthat

Aidenwasthefather."

"IhavethingstodoMpho.Guzmanmight

decidetoattackanytimehewishes.Ineedto

bealertforsuch.Maryismildwater.I'lldeal

withherwhenthetimecomes.Letherbaskin

thegloryforaslongasshecan.Hertimewill



comeifshethinkssheisjustgoingtoshiton

meandthinkIwillallowsuchdisrespect.The

merefactthatshegotpregnantfrom Aidenis

enoughinsulttome."

"Iunderstand."

Myphonerang.ItwasRaymond.

Raymond:soyoustillhavemynumber?

Zenia:keepyourfriendscloseandyourenemy

closer.

Raymond:didyoubyanychancehaveanything

todowithGuzman'srobbery.



Zenia:whatrobbery.Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Raymond:youknowverywellwhatI'm talking

aboutZenia.Thatmanislookinghighandlow

forpeoplewhotookhisthingsandIcantellyou

it'snotlookinggood.Ifyouhaveanythingtodo

withit,pleasespeaknowwhenthereisstill

somemercyperiod

Zenia:youareaskingthewrongpersonmydear

Raymond:I'llexplaintohim andyoucangive

him whateverthatitisyoutookandhewon't

punishyoubutifhefindsoutitsreallyyouthen

Icantellyouhewillcomeafteryouandafter

everythingclosetoyou.Evenyourdog.Aswe

speak,hegotoneofyourguysinhiscustody

andifhespeaks,it'soverforyou.



Zenia:ohsothingsarenotsogoodforyou

guyssinceYourmasterwasrobbed?Hopefully

yaallwillbounceback.

Raymond:youarethenumberonesuspect

Zenia.

Zenia:Icouldbethe20thsuspectorthe100th

suspectandIwon'tgivearat'sasssobyebye

RayRay!

Isaidthenhungup.

Shitwasabouttohitthefan.Especiallyifthe

guyincustodysaysomething.Myguydidsay

thatoneoftheguyswasmissingandthanksto

MrbigmouthRaymond.Iknowwhereheis.



Howeverthisdoesn'tmeanthatIshouldbe

excited.Guzmancouldhaveaskedhim togive

methisinformationtoseeifIcanactonin.It

couldbeatrap.

Thereisnotimetorestinthisbusiness.The

lasttimeIspoketomysisterwasthatday

whensheaskedifIhijackedherhusband.Other

thanthatshehasbeenpostingpicturesout

andabout.Shoppingorhavinglunchwith

friends.SheevenwenttovacationssoIguess

hermanwasnowallowinghertodothose

things.WondersshallneverendwithAngel.

AidengotoutofthehospitalthenextdaybutI

wasbusytryingtofindoutwheretheguycould

be.Notaneasytask.

HoweversinceIhadaninsideman,itwasn't



goingtobethatdifficult.Hedidcomethrough

withinformationthatindeedtheguywas

detainedbyGuzmanandhefearshewould

reachhisbreakingpointandspeakout.

Ihadtogetridofhim buttheguysaiditwasn't

easyforhim tokilltheguyastherewerealways

guardsaroundhim

Wehadtofindawaythatwon'tputmy

informantatriskofbeingfound.

Iwastakingabreakfrom allthesethingswhen

IdecidedtogothroughmyInstagram.Iwas

scrollingthroughmyfeed,boredwhenIactually

decidedtocheckMary'swall.Ihaveneverreally

checkedherwallanditwasalwaysMpho

showingmewhatshehasbeenpostingandall

thatsotodayIdecidedtocheckherInstagram.

AndIdidfindwhatIwaslookingforbakithi.She



postedapictureofherandAiden'smom,dad

andsisterattheirCapetownhome.Thatwas

likeanhourago.

Mphodidshowmethefirstoneshetookwith

thesisterandmom andIdidn'ttakeitserious,

butthesepeopleweresoseriousabout

choosingheroverme.It'sliketheywerereally

wagingawaragainstmeanditwasthewar

theywillget.

ItwasmewhoactuallyrobbedJamesand

Raymondsomedrugsforthem.Iwentallout

forthem.Idounderstandthattheydon'tknowit

wasmebuttheyshouldn'tpickafightwith

peopletheydon'tknowthatwell!Becausethey

willsuffer.Theywerereallypickingafightwith

me.



Itookoutmyphoneandcalledoneofmy

employees.

Man:helloboss!

Zenia:hello,I'm callingregardingMrKhan's

deliverytomorrow.Thereisachangeofplans.

Don'tdeliverit.

Man:what?Imeanyesmam!

Zenia:good!andblockanyattemptstheywill

maketryingtobuyfrom othersuppliers!

Ihungupsmilingtomyself!

MaybeI'm beingpettybutohwell,it'sagame



I'm willingplay!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter72

Zenia'sPOV

MrKhanhadbeentryingtocallmethewhole

dayandofcourseIdidn'tanswer.Iwasgoingto

getbacktohim aftertwodaysandsayIwas

outofthecountry.Theplanwastopaybackhis

moneyandapologizeforwhathappened.I

knowitwasalossfrom hisside.

Itserveshim right.WhatIdidwasnotgoodfor

mybusinessbutIhadtodoittospitethem.It

hadtobedone.



Aidencameandsleptover.Iwaswokenupby

hisphoneconstantlyringing.Hefinally

answereditandIcouldtellitwashisdad

talkingaboutthedrugs.I.wassmilinginternally

whilepretendingtobeasleep.

"Babe"hespoketryingtowakemeup.

"What?"IspokeasifIwasverysleepy.

"Ineedhelp.It'surgent"

"Whatkindofhelpdoyouneed?"

"Wellmyfatherdidn'tgethismonthlypackage

from hissupplierandnowIneedtogetsome

drugsASAPorthingswillgosouth"



"Okthen.Goandgetthem."

"BabeyouaretheonlyoptionIhaverightnow.

Thesuppliersarenotpickinguptheirphoneto

atleastexplainwhat'sgoingon.Eventheboss

hasgoneMIA.Ireallyneedthedrugs.Wehave

clientswhoalreadypaidandareexpectingtheir

stock."

"I'm sorrytohearthatbutIcan'thelpbabe.Try

thesuppliersagain.Perhapstherewasjusta

mixupsomewhere."

"Hopefully!"Hesaidtypingsomethingonhis

phone.

IwantedtohurtthosepeopleabitandIknow



wheremoneyisinvolvedtheywereboundtoget

hurt.Theyendedupnotgettingthedrugs

anywheresoIcansafelysayIgotwhatI

wanted.

IknowwhatIdidwasabitchildishlookingat

thefactthatnotsupplyingthem mighttarnish

mynameandmycredibility.Wedidrefund

them andapologizebuttheyweremadthings

didn'tgotheirway.It'slife,theywillgetoverit.

Icontinuedsupplyingforthem afterthedebacle.

Itwaswaterunderthebridge.however

businessinCapetownTownstartedtodecline

overthenextmonths.AtfirstIthoughtitwas

becausetheKhan'swerestillmadandprobably

toldtheothersnottobuyFrom usbecauseof

whathappened.Somepeoplewouldbuywhile

otherswouldcomeupwithexcusesastowhy

theydidn'twantanysupplythatmonths.Itwas

oddandIhadtofindoutwhy.MrKhanstopped



buyingfrom usforgood.Didheperhapsfind

outIwasivanna?Idoubt.

Asdrugdealersweknowourrivalsterritories

andwerespectthem inordertoavoid

unnecessarywars.IhadmyterritoriesandI

didn'texpecttoseeanysuppliersupplyingto

myclientsinthatplace.Socapetownwaslike

myoysterandIwastheonegivingthegoodsto

thedealers.Itseemedsomebodywasoperating

inmyterritoryandhellwasabouttobreakloose.

WhatiftheKhan'sfamilydecidedtohavetheir

ownlab?

TheonlypersonIexpectedtogotowarwith

wasGuzmanandnotanyofthesepeople.Idid

myresearchandfoundoutthatindeedthere

wasanewdealerwhohadhislabandwas

operatingfrom thereandsupplyingtothese



clientsthatusedtobemine.Itwassomeyoung

guybutwhenIdugdeeper,IheardMeisiewas

involved.Youknowthechickfrom prison?.

ApparentlytheguywasherboyfriendandhereI

wasthinkingshewasalesbian.Anywaysthat's

astoryforanotherday.Meisiewasoutofjail.I

don'tknowifshewastestingmeorshejust

decidedtoopenthebusinesswithoutdoing

properresearch.

Isentmyguystogivetheguysomewarning

aboutshuttingdownhisbusinessorfacethe

wrathofEscobarbutwhatigotinreturnwas

notwhatIexpected.

Wellhewasstubbornandweweretoldtofuck

off.Heprobablydidn'tknowwhatorwhohe

wasdealingwith.Theysaidheactuallylaughed

whentoldthemessage.Thenerveofthisguy.



Theplacewasalsoabrothelandhehad

womenworkingassexslaves.Khanandthe

restofthecrewhadmovedtheirbusinessto

thatguy.Onlytwowereleftwithmefrom

Capetown.Iwasnotgoingtolosebusiness

oversomeguywhothinkshecandoashe

pleases.AsmuchasCapetownwasn'toneof

mybiggestmoneygenerator,Itmatteredtoo.

Wespentawholemonthassessingthe

situation.Marywasgettingclosertopopping

outthebaby.Shehasn'tstoppedbeing

annoyingeventhoughAidenactuallywanted

nothingtodowithher.Whatiftheywere

probablymeetinginsecretplaces?.Noneofmy

business,Iguess.

Ihadtodealwiththesituationathandbeforeit



escalatedintosomethingbig.IdecidedIwas

goingtodoitmyself.Sometimeswhenyou

sendpeopletheyleaveamessofeverything.

LiketheguyIsenttogetridofthe

whistleblowerthatGuzmanapprehended.He

almostgotcaughtbuthoweverhemanagedto

getridoftheguysoGuzmanwastheleastof

myworriesrightnow.

Iwenttotheplaceandactedlikeoneofthe

girlswhowassellingsex.Ihadaminidresson

andmyminibagthathadmygun.Ihada

silencerstrappedonmythigh.Theguardslet

meinwithoutaskingquestionsoreven

searchingme.

Igotin,tookoutmygunandstartedwiththem.

Imovedontootherroomslookingfortheguy.I

wasshootingeverymalespeciesonmyface



andleavingtheladies.Eventuallyigottothe

guy'sofficebusyhavingathreesome.Yikes!

Ididn'tevengivehim achancetotalk.Ishot

him intheheadandtoldtheladiestorunfor

theirlives.AfterthatIleft.

Igotbacktomyhotelroom ,tookabathand

left.Myflightwasintwohours.

Icamebackfrom CapetownandfoundAiden

waitingforme.Hewastheretopickmeup.I

didn'treallytellhim whereIwas,justthatIwent

forabusinesstrip.HisphonerangandIcould

seeitwashisdad.

Aiden:hello....what?Areyousure?Whodid

it?....wellIbetmymoneyIvannacameforthat



guy.Itoldyouwhatyoupeopleweredoingis

dangerousandshewillretaliate.Looknow?Are

yougoingtogobackandbegforforgiveness?

YoushouldstoplisteningtoNadia!Next

time!.....fineI'llcome.

Hehungup.

"Whathappened?"IaskedeventhoughIcaught

aglimpseofwhattheyweretalkingabout.

"Rememberthestoryofmydad'ssupplier?

Wellmysisterfoundusanewoneand

eventuallydumpedtheonewehad.Theguy

waskilledearliertodayandallofhisassociates

whowerethere,soIthinkIvannadidit.Itold

them therewillbewar"



"Damnthat'sintense"

"WellperhapsyouknowthisIvannacharacter.I

meanyouhadclosetieswithSantiago.People

suspectivannaisrelatedtohim.Perhapshis

daughterorrelative.Imeannoonehasseen

herbutshedoesthingstheSantiago'sway"

"NoIdon't"

ApartofmewantstotellAidenthatIwas

IvannabutIfeltlikehewouldblowmycover.It

waseasiertodobusinesswithcertainpeople

whenyouhideyouridentity.OnceIreveal

myself,Iwillhavetodealwithlotsof

disrespectscomingfrom thesemen.Iwasn't

whereIwantedtobeasivannaEscobar.My

wishwasthatthisgirlivannawillonedayrule

thedrugworldandallthesemenwillbowdown



toher.Inorderforthistohappen,Aidendidn't

havetoknow.Whathedoesn'tknowwon'tkill

him.

"Okmydadwantstoseeme,soI'lljusttake

thenextavailableflightandgoseehim.I'llbe

back"hekissedmeandwenttothedeparture

terminals.HegavemethecarsforhiscarsoI

drovehome.

Idecidedtogohavelunchbymyself.Iwas

actuallyhungry.

Ichosethetablethatwasoutsidethe

restaurantbecauseIlovedseeingpeoplegoing

abouttheirbusiness.Iwasabouttostarteating

whatmywaitresshasbroughtformewhenI

heardcommotionfrom theotherside.Itlooked

liketherewassomeonewhofainted.Icouldgo

thereandbeanurseorignorethewholething



tilltheambulancecomes

Itseemedlikethewomanwasgivingo

Birthoraboutto,becausesomeguyshouted

somethingaboutababy.Thegoodpersonin

medecidedtogohelp.Aninnocentbabycould

diebecauseofmyselfishness.

ItwasMaryonthefloorcryingofpains.I

honestlywantedtoturnbackbuttheJesusthat

livedinmewaslike"don'tyoudare"soIwent

toher.Otherpeoplewerejuststandingthere.

Apparentlytheambulancewascalled.

"Cansomebodyhelpmetakehertomycar.I'll

driveherthere"IsaidasIkneelednexttoher.

sheactuallyClungonmyhandtomakesureI

don'tleave.Sheactuallywhispered"Zenia



pleasedon'tleaveme"

Iwantedtosay"bitchIdidn'tmakeyou

pregnant",Buttodaywasthedayofbeinga

goodperson.Ijustnodded.

Whenmeandsometwoguywereaboutto

carryher,shescreamedthatthebabywas

coming.

Icouldn'tbelievethisgirl.Firstlysheisanurse

andthereforesheknowsallthesignsoflabour

soshewassupposedtogotothehospitalthe

momentsherealisedshehadcontractionsor

thewaterbrokeorwhatever.Shecan'tbe

galavantingthestreetslikeshewasn'tonfull

term..secondlyshewasaprimigravidawhich

meanssheknowsthatthedurationoflabour

takeslonger.Thismeansshehasbeenhaving



contractionsandwasprobablyignoringthem if

thebabywasnowcrowning.Unlessifitwasn't

herfirstchildthenIcanunderstandthatthe

dilationwasfaster.AnywaysIjustcouldn't

believethisgirl.

Nowshewasforcingmetohelpdeliverthe

baby.WhenlastdidIevendothisthing?.There

wasnothingtobedonethanjusttodeliver

becausethebabywasonitsway.Istarted

lookingforglovesoranythingIcoulduseto

protectmyself.Innursingeveryoneknowsthat

youWeargloveseverytimeyoutouchblood,

bodilyfluids,bodilytissues,mucous

membranes,orbrokenskin.

Iwasluckythattherewasasalonnearbythat

providedmewithgloves.Thisbabybetternot

diebecauseiwilldefinitelybeblamedbythat



Arabfamily.WhydidIevencomethissidefor

lunch.IactuallywantedtogotoRosebank.

Igotapadfrom someoneanduseditto

supporttheperenium.Yougottasupportitorit

willtear.Itwasawkwardhavingtotellherto

pushwhiletherewerespectators.Iwishthe

babycouldjustpopoutbutnothebabywas

takingitstime.GoshthisiswhatIhatedabout

midwifery.Kidsthatdidn'twanttocomeout.I

preferkidsthatjustpoppedoutsowiththis

oneIwasactuallydeliveringit.Shewaseven

pushinginthewrongwayandIremember,Mary

usedtoshoutsatpatientswhentheywere

doingitwrong.Lookathernow.Iseriouslyneed

tobepaidforthis.Thebabyeventuallycame

outandtherewasnoneedforepisiotomy.

ThankGod!.WhatwasIevengonnausetocut

herwith.Thiswasajobandahalf.Idelivered

theplacentaanddidn'tevencutit.That'swhen



theambulancecame.AfterIwasdone.

Thebabywasok,breathingwellonroom air.All

thankstomidwifeZeniaivannaEscobar.It

evenlookedmeintheeyes,probablytoshow

methattheeyesaredefinitelyAiden's.Thiswas

definitelyAiden'sbaby!

Jane!

***""

Apologiesfornotbeingabletopostlastnight

orthismorning...nIknowIhaveonlybeen

postingthreeinsertsaweeklately...hopeyaall

understand

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou



Chapter73

Bundleofjoy

________________

Zenia'sPOV

"Wow,Ijustdeliveredmystepson"I

absentmindedlysaidandsomewomanwho

wasstandingnextlookedatmelikeIhavelost

mymind.

"Betteryouthanme..Iwouldhavebangedboth

theirheadsonthishardconcrete"shesaidthen

walkedaway.

Haibo!.



IwantedtocallAidenbutdecidedtotexthim

thathisbabymamahasgivenbirthandwason

herwaytothehospitalaswespeak.Ieven

addedthatitwasabouncybabyboy.Ieven

gavehim thenameofthehospitalshewentto

becauseIdidn'twanthim tocall,askingme

questions.Iwasgoingtogetannoyed.Hedidn't

textback.Perhapshewasinaflightalreadyor

hejustignoredme.

Idecidedtogobacktotherestaurantandeat

mylunch.IfeltlikeIhavelostmyappetite.SoI

orderedalightmealandateit.ijustsatthere

watchingpeoplegoingupanddown.Awhole

hourpassedwhileIsatthere.IdecidedI'll

rathergowatchsomeseriesonNetflix.My

phonerang.

Zenia:hello



Mary:helloZenia,IleftmybagatthesalonI

wasat,canyoupleasebringitover.

Zenia:can'tyouasksomeoneorsomething.I'm

busy.

Mary:please.OhandThankyouforyour

selflessact.Yousavedmeandjunior.The

doctorsaidhealmostdidn'tmakeit

Zenia:I'm kindanotinterestedinknowingreally.

Youcancomegetthebaglateroraskanyone.

Mary:I'm notsayingweshouldbefriends.Ijust

wantyoutopassbythehospitalonyourway

home.MyIDisthereandtheyneedithere.



ArguingwiththispersonwasnotwhatIwas

willingtodosoIjustagreed.Iwenttotakethe

bagandtookittoher.IfoundtheKhanfamily

there.Thefatherwasnotthere.ididn'tseeAiden

tooorAdrian.

"Whatisthisonedoinghere?"Nadiaaskedand

hermothershotmeakillerlook.

"I'm aprettysuresheisheretotryandharm

AidenJnr.Shemustneverbeallowedanywhere

nearhim.Iwillpersonallymakesureofthat"

Ohsohealreadyhadaname?

"BitchifIwantedtokillthatchildIwouldhave,

whenIwasdeliveringhim soshutupbeforeI



makeyou"IsaidtoQueenofsheba'sface.

"Mother,howcanyouallowhertospea......"

"OhshutupNadia.IfyoucontinuelikethisIwill

feedyoutothelionsinoneofthegooddays

andI'llenjoyseeingthem feastonthat

brainlessheadofyours"

IshovedthebagintoNadia'shandsandwalked

out.

IgothomeandcalledMpho.Iwantedsomeone

torantto.

Mpho:heychomza.Missme.?



Zenia:Marygavebirth.

Mpho:oh

Zenia:andIdeliveredthebaby

Mpho:youdidwhat?Tellmeyoustrangledthat

childwithhismother'splacentaandsayitwas

cordaroundtheneck.

Zenia:thebabyisinnocentMpho.

Mpho:letmebreakitdowntoyou.Youarenow

goingtofeeltheheatespeciallyifAiden

becomesfullyinvolvedinthatchild'slife.Heis

allyouwillhearaboutchomi.Junioristalking,

juniorislaughing,junioriscrawling.Juniorthis.



Juniorthat.

Zenia:itwon'tbethatbad.PlusWedon'tstay

together.

Mpho:it'sjustaconsolationboo.Iknowyou

loveAidenandthisisjustgoingtoaffectyou.

PerhapsIshouldmoveintolookafteryouin

thisvulnerabletimes.

Zenia:I'llsurvive.Drugskeepsmebusy.But

canyoubelievethattheyactuallynamedthe

babyAidenjunior?.

Mpho:ohno,theydidnot!.Iwasjustkidding

talkingaboutjunior.Sotheyreallygavehim the

name?It'sliketheyarespitingyou.Thatchild

isgoingtobeaspoiltbrat.Thatfamilycanspoil



kidsfordays.LookatAiden,hewasjusta

spoiltbrat.Heisjustmaturingnow.Adrianis

spoilttoo.Icanseeitattimes.Let'snoteven

talkaboutNadia.Sosincethegrandparents

likesthebabythenwegoingtoseewonders.

Zenia:let'swatchandsee.Ifthisistoomuch

formethenI'llleavehim.Myhappinesscomes

first.

Ihungup.

Thebirthofjuniorbroughtchangesintoour

relationship.Aidenbecameaverybusyman.I

hadnoproblem withhim beinginhisson'slife

buttheproblem camewhenhestartednot

havingtimeforme.



Hewouldcancelourplans,dinnerdates,movie

nightsandsoforth.Somedayshewouldtell

mehewascomingtoseemeorsleepoverand

heneverdid.Hewouldcallinthemorningto

apologize.IthurtsmeeventhoughIdidn'twant

toadmitit.Daysturnedintoweeksandthen

intomonthsanditjustgotworse

Wetalkedaboutittwicebuthepromisedtobe

thereformeanditneverreallyhappened.I

couldn'tbelievethiswashappening.Whatwas

theuseofbeinginarelationshipwereyouwere

nolongerbeingvalued.

HedecidedtomoveinandIthoughtthings

wouldchangeforthebetterbutitnever

happened.Infactitgotworse

IwasatsomeshopwhenImetAiden'sfriend



Jay.Hewastheguyweonceattendedhisparty.

Hewassoexcitedtoseemeandafterbegging

metogoeatlunchwithhim,Igavein.

"Youdon'tseem orlookhappy.What'sgoing

on"hesaidaswewaitedforourfoodbutI

didn'ttellhim thereasonwhy.Idismissedthe

questionandwestartedtalkingaboutgeneral

things.

Afterthelunchheaskedformynumberand

anotherlunch.

"Therewontbeaneedforanotherlunch.You

aremyboyfriend'sfriendforcryingoutloud"



"It'sjustlunchandperhapsyouwillopenupas

towhyyouseem unhappy.BesidesAidenismy

businessassociate.It'sjustlunch.Aninnocent

one"

Igavehim mynumbersandwepartedways.

Aiden'sPOV

Nadiagotacallfrom Marytellinghershewas

inlabour.Shecouldn'thavecalledmebecauseI

haveblockedhernumbers.Nadiadidn'twaste

timeandwantedustogothereASAP.Iwas

adamant!Icouldgoseethebabywhenever

plusIneededtheDNAtestdonebeforepeople

couldgetreallyattachedtothatbaby.

"Ihavejustarrived.Youandmom cango



ahead.Dadwantstoseemeanyways"

"Don'tberidiculous!Thisisyourfirstchild.You

shouldbethereforhim.Weareleaving"

Ileftwiththem andgottothehospitaland

foundMaryhadalreadygivenbirth.Iwas

skepticaltogoinsomymom draggedmein.

OnelookatthebabyandIknew hewasmine.

Mymom andNadiaweresoexcited.Ihad

mixedfeelingsaboutthebaby.

"Youcanholdhim"MarysaidandItookhim to

myarms.Hemadesomesoundsandyou

wouldswearhespokebythewaymyfamily

reactedexcitedly.

"Hecanfeelthathisdadisholdinghim"my



mom spoke.

Iheldontohim tillthenursecameandaskedto

dosomeroutine.

WewentoutandIdecidedtogogetsome

snacks.IsawsomeonelikeZeniabutwhenI

gotbacktowheremymom andsisterwereshe

wasnotthere.Theysaidshewastherebutleft

inahurry.

Ileftmymom andSisteratthehospital.I

decidedIwasgoingtoseeMaryandthebaby

lateronatnight.IwenttoseeZenia.Shewas

notinagoodmood.whenItriedtomakea

conversation,shewasgivingmeoneword

answers.



Perhapssheneededspace.SoIgaveittoher.

Mymom hadalreadygivenmysonaname.I

basicallydidn'thaveasay.They

EvengotMaryanapartmentafterdischarge.

ImaynotwanttosayitloudbutIwashappyI

hadachild.IneverrealizedhowmuchIwanted

onetillhecamealong.Hewaslikeamissing

pieceinmylife.Asmuchasnothingwas

happeningbetweenmeandhismother,Imade

sureIwasthereforhim.Almosteverysingle

chanceIget,Iwouldgoandseehim.Hewas

growingupsofastandIcouldn'twaittotake

him forhisfirstbikeridesorhisfirstsoccer

matchesorwhatever.

MymotherdecidedthatitwasbetterthatMary



movedintomyhousesincetheapartmentwas

notenoughforwhenthefamilywantedtocome

spendtimewiththebaby.Iwasagainsttheidea

atfirstbutdecideditwasbestifImovedinwith

ZeniaandletMarystaythere.

Thiswaswhatourrelationshipwanted.To

spendmoretimetogether.Wehardlydo

becauseIwouldbebusyorZeniawouldbe

busytoo.SheagreedtotheideabutIdidn'ttell

herthemainreasonbehindit.

Juniorwasnow6monthsoldandhewasnow

lookingmoreandmorelikeme.Heevenhad

someofmyhabitsandIcanbeproudtosayI

havebeenthereforhim everystepoftheway.

ItwasSundaymorning.Idecidedtohavecoffee

whilereadingtheSundaynewspaperinthe



nearbyrestaurant.ThiswaslikemySunday

routine.

IwasfocusedonthenewspaperwhenIhearda

voicethatIknewverywellinfrontofthetableI

wason.ItwasJasonandguesswhohewas

with...Zenia

Theydidn'tseemebecausethehuge

newspapercoveredmyfaceasIcontinued

pretendingtobereading.

Theyhuggedandhesaidsomethinglike"I'm

gladtobeseeingyouagain.Youlookbeautiful

asalways"

Sothesepeoplehavebeenmeetingbehindmy

back?.Wellperhapsitwasbusinessrelated

sinceJasonhasalwaysbeensomeonewho



hadshadydealings.

Theysatdownandhetookherhandintohis.

"Wecan'tbedoingthis"shesaidtakingthem

out.

"Iknow....allIm sayingisyouareunhappyandI

don'tknowwhat'smakingyouunhappyand

miserablebutallIwantistotakeyoutoa

propervacationwhereyouwillrewindand

rejuvenateandcomebackabetterperson.You

reallyneeditNia"

HeisevencallingherNia.Thenerveofthisguy.

Iwaitedtohearherdeclinehisstupidrequest

butsheagreed.Sheagreedtogotoavacation

withafriendofmine.Myheartstartedbeating



faster.

Idon'tknowmuchbutIknowsomeonewillbe

buriedsoon!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter74

Aiden'sPOV

Beingcheatedonispainful,especiallywhen

youneveranticipatedthatyourbetterhalfcan

dosuch.IknowI'm beingahypocriterightnow

butIwasinpain.DoesthismeanJasonhas

beensleepingwithZeniaforquitesometime

now?



Ididn'twaitforthem tosayanythingfurther.I

gotupandZeniawasthefirsttoseeme.I

expectedhertobeshockedorsomethingbut

herfacialexpressionremainedneutral.Itwas

likeIwasn'teventhere.Insteadshegotup,

signalledJasonthatshewasleaving.Shetook

hercarkeysandherbagandwalkedout.She

didn'tsayathingtome.

IpaidforthecoffeeIwasdrinking,tookmy

stuffandfollowedher.Ididn'tsayathingto

Jasonwhowastheonlyoneshockedtoseeme.

Igottomycaranddroveafterher.Ilosther

somewhereintherobotsbutIknowshewas

goinghome.Igotthereandfoundhersitting

withaglassofwineandabook.Herlegs

elevatedonthetable.Sheseemedunbothered

thatIcamein.Shedidn'tevenraiseherheadto



acknowledgemypresence.Doesthismean

shewasdonewithme?.Isn'tshesupposedto

beapologizingforwhatIhavejustfoundout?

Iwantedtostarttalkingaboutwhathappened

earlierbutwithhowshewasacting,itmightnot

beagoodidea.SoIsatnexttoherandhugged

her.

"I'm sorry"Isaid.EventhoughIwasn'tsosure

whatIwasapologizingfor.Sheletmepickher

upallthewaytoourbedroom.Ilaidheronthe

bedandstartedkissingher.Sheresponded

positivelytothekiss.Ithasbeenquitesome

timesincewemadeloveinaproperway,SoI

wasgoingtogiveittohertheonlywayshe

knowshow.

IndeedIgaveitmybestandicouldseeshe



wassatisfied.EversinceshefoundoutIhave

cheated,shehaveinsistedthatweusea

condom.EventhoughIcametoshowhermy

medicalreport,shedidn'twanttohearanyofit.

Todaywedidn'tuseitandshedidn'tobject.

Ilaidnexttoher,withoutsayingathing.We

wouldtalkaboutJasonsomeothertime.Just

nottoday.Ididn'twanttoruinthismoment,

plusIwantedasecondround.

"Iwantout!"Shesaid.

"What?"

"IsaidIwantoutofthisrelationshipAiden"



"Babewhy?IsitbecauseofJason?Ishedoing

itbetterthanme?"

"OhshutupAiden.It'sbecauseofyou!Self

introspectbeforeyougoaroundblamingother

people.I'm tiredofyourselfishness.Ireally

am"

Ididn'tsayanythingbecauseIdidn'tevenknow

whatshewastalkingabout.Selfishness?

"Ohsoyoudon'tknowwhatyoudid.Youwent

onandimpregnatedanotherwomanknowing

verywellitwillkillmeconsideringmysituation.

Butyoudiditanyways.Ichosetostaybecause

Iunderstooditwasamistakebutwhenthis

childwasbornyoushowedmeitwasno

mistake.Ithasalwaysbeenwhatyouwanted.

Heisallyouevertalkabout,heiswhatyoueat



anddrink.Therestofusdon'tmatter.You

spendallyourtimetherelikeyouarethefirst

persontohaveachildinthiswholewideworld.

Idon'tmatteranymoreinyourlife.Youevenlied

tomeaboutmovinginherewhileinfactyou

wantedMarytostayinyourhouse.Youcango

playahappyfamilywithMaryandjuniorin

peace.I'm out"

ShetriedtogetoutofthebedbutIheldher

hand.

"I'm sorry.IneverreallythoughtIwashurting

you.InowunderstandwhyyouaresayingI'm

selfishandyoucan'twaitanylonger.Butplease

givemeachance"

"HowmanychancesdoIhavetogiveyou?You

didn'twantanythingtodowithmypregnancy



andIgaveyouChance.Youwentontocheat,I

gaveyouachance.Youimpregnatedtheside

chick,stillIgaveyouachance.Nowthis?I'm

done"

Shewasserious.Icouldhearitfrom thetone

ofhervoice.TherewasnowayIwaslosingher

withoutafight.IneverrealizedthatIwas

hurtingherandIcansafelysayIwasselfish.

Shegotup,tookhergownandwalkedoutof

thebedroom.

Ididn'tfollowher.Idecidedtogiveherspace.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledmybrother.My

brotherwastheonlypersoninmyfamilythat

didn'tlikeMary.Hedidgoseethebabyonceor

twiceandhedidn'twanttoseejuniorwhile

Marywasthere.It'sunderstandable,sincehe

reallylikedZenia.PlushewasdatingMpho,



eventhoughhestillthinksIdon'tknowaboutit.

Hewouldtellmewhenheisreadyto.Hedidtry

totalktomeaboutabandoningZeniawhileI

playhappyfamilywithMaryandItoldhim he

wasbeingdelusional.IguessIdidn'treallysee

thatwhatIwasdoingwaswrong

Adrian:whatdoyouwant?

Aiden:isthathowyougreetyourbrother?Are

wefighting?

Adrian:Ihavethingstodosotellmewhatyou

wantsoIcangetbacktowhatIwasdoing.

Aiden:ImessedupandIneedyourhelp.



Adrian:Messingupisyourmiddlename.Tell

mesomethingnew.

Aiden:comeonnow..Zeniaisleavingme

Adrian:ThankGodshefinallyrealisedherworth.

Aiden:reallynow?Whosesideareyouon.

Adrian:notyours,clearly.

Aiden:helpmeout.Ican'tloseherandright

nowsheispissedatme.

Adrian:no.I'm nothelpingyou.Ihavebeen

tellingyouthatyouaremistreatingthisgirlbut

youweretooproudtosee.



Aiden:I'lltelldadthatyouaregay

Adrian:what?Areyouseriousrightnow?Sowe

areresortingtoblackmailingnow?

Aiden:it'snotblackmailing.Ijustwantyouto

helpandstopbeingmadatme.Pleasehelpme.

Adrian:stopmessingaroundbecauseyouknow

youwillblackmailme.

Aiden:im sorry!I'm desperate.

Adrian:whatdoyouwantfrom.



Aiden:IwantyouandMphotositdonewithher,

separatelyandtalktoheronmybehalf.

Adrian:Iwantyoutostopbeinganassholeand

bethereforZenia.Youdidherwrongbyhaving

thiskidoutofnowhere.Nowwhatyouare

doingisworse.Maryneedstomoveoutofyour

houseandbacktotheapartmentshegot.You

canseethebabyonweekendsandyoudon't

havetosayhowhigh,everytimeshesaysjump.

It'sannoying.

Hehungup.

IwenttoseeMaryandtoldhershehadtomove

outofmyhouse,backtotheapartmentmy

motherboughtforher.IeventoldherthatI'll

cometakethem babywhenIwanttospend

timewithhim,insteadofspendingtimewithher



too.Ieventoldhershemustlimitcallingmeor

elseI'llblockherforgood.Marywouldcallto

tellmeaboutunnecessarythingseverysecond

chanceshegot.Itwasquiteannoying.

WhenmyfamilyfoundoutaboutwhatIdid,

theywerereallymadatme.Butitwasmy

decisionandIstickedtoit.IhadtomanupifI

wantedtokeepmyperson.

Changesweredoneandpeoplewerenothappy

butImanagedtokeepZenia.IhardlyseeMary

andwhenIwantedtoseethebabyIwouldsend

thenannytobringhim andtakehim backZenia

wasfondofhim,andhelikedhertoo.Ieven

toldMaryshetostopcallingmeforgood.When

therewassomethingconcerningthebaby,she

wouldhavetocallmysisterandthenmysister

willcallme.



Thearrangementsdidn'tsitwellwithher.She

startedlosingweightandlookedsortof

miserable.Mybrothersaidshewasusingdrugs

butIdoubtedthat.Ididn'twanttojumpinto

conclusions.Therewerereportsfrom thenanny

thatsheseemeddepressed.Everydayitwould

besomething.Shewasclearlyfailingtotake

careofmychild.

Myrelationshipwasonthinice.Ihadtobe

carefulaboutwhereIwalkorelseIwouldfind

myselfdrowning.ButIhadonethingIneeded

toaskfrom Zenia.Ibelievedshecouldmakea

bettermotheroneday.Shewascapable.Ifshe

forgavemeforallthisthenperhapsshecould

alsoraiseachildthatwasn'thers.

"BabeIneedtoasksomething!"Isaidtoher



whenwewereeatingdinner

"What?"

"Iwanttofileforafullcustodyformysonso

hecancomelivewithus.Maryisclearlyno

longerfittobeamother.IknowIhavebeen

askingtheimpossiblefrom you,andIwould

understandifyousayno.Icanalsotakehim to

myparentssohecanLive.Ijustwantyour

approvalinallthese"

Thiscouldeitherbreakormakeourrelationship!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter75



Aiden'sPOV

Zeniaagreedonthecustodything.Shewas

goingtohelpmegetmysonfrom thatjunkie.

ShemaynothavetoldmepersonallybutIcould

seeshehasgrowntolikethatchild.Eventhe

waysheheldhim.Shewasn'tpretending.

Ididtellmyfamilyaboutmyplanandofcourse

theywereagainstitlikeIthoughttheywould.

ThosepeoplehateZeniaandit'sawonderhow

somepeoplecanjustlookatapersonand

decidetheydon'tlikeher.Thereasonofher

beingacriminalwasnotenoughtodespiseher

likethat.Myfamilyhasalwaysbeenafamilyof

criminals.SoIwonderiftherewassomething

happeningbetweenthem thatIwasnotbriefed

aboutoritwasjustpurehatredwithoutavalid

reason.



Mymotherclaimedthatshewillkilljuniorwhile

mysistersaidsheshouldn'tevenbeallowed

nexttohim.Mydadblamedmeforwhatwas

happeninginMary'slife.AsifIforcedthedrugs

onher.Adrianwastheonlypersonsupporting

mewhichiswhyhewasoverthemoonwhen

heheardthatIproposed.

Yep.It'sadonedeal.Shesaidyes.

Ibelievewecanhaveagreatfamilyandbuild

ourownempire.Thefamilywasmadas

expectedbuttheycangojumpabridge.I'm

tiredofthem tryingtolivemylifeonmybehalf.

Theycanbeapainintheass.

WehavedecidedthatafterMarysignsoverher

parentalrights,wewilltakeawelldeserved

vacationwithjunior.Thingswerefinallylooking



upforme.

*****

Ray'sPOV

Ialmosthadaheartattacktoday.Reasonbeing,

IwitnessedAidenproposingtoZeniaandshe

saidyes.whydidIhavetoseethat?

I'm stillnothappywiththosetwodating,let

aloneseeingZeniahappy.shemightaswellbe

miserableasIam andIwilldefinitelyfeelbetter.

Iwasouttheremindingmyownbusinesswhen

IsawsomebodylikeZeniawithachildona

stroller.Shewenttosomerestaurantandtook

aseat.Thewaitercametotakeherorder.She

thentookthebabyoutandstartedplayingwith

it.Whendidsheevenhaveababy?Thelast



timeIcheckedshecouldn'thavekidsnomore.

Idon'tevenrememberhearingaboutherbeing

pregnant,unlesssheusedasurrogate.Iwas

abouttogotoherwhenSomeweirdosstarted

singingsomelovesongsandthat'swhenIsaw

Aidencomingoutofnowheretogoonhisknee

andpoppedthequestion.Everybodyliterally

stoppedwhattheyweredoingtowatchthe

showAidenhadputup.Tomydismay,shesaid

yesandthelittlecrowderupted.Somewhere

eventakingvideos.Iwassoannoyedandhurt

atthesametime.

Zeniawillalwaysbethatgirlwhohaveaspecial

placeinmyheart.Butwhendidshehaveababy?

IgottomyhouseandcalledReetocome

immediately.Shedidn'twastetime.

"Whatisit.Yousoundeddistraughtonthe



phone?"

"WhendidZeniahaveababy?.Wasshe

pregnantordidshehaveasurrogate?"

"WellIdon'tknowRay.Ifshedoesn'tpost

aboutit.Howam Isupposedtoknow?"

"Askarounddamnit!Thisiswhyikeepyou

around.Youneedtoupdatemeonthese

things"

"Ididtellyouthatshecan'thavekids.Soitwas

definitelyasurrogate....ohwait.Itcouldbe

Mary'sbaby!"

"MaryMary?"



"Yeah.Youwouldn'tknowbecauseyouare

neverhomeanyways.Aidencheatedwithher

andshegotpregnant"

"What?"

"Youheardright"

"Ohwow.SothebabyIsawisMary's.Evenif

wehurtthatbabyitwon'tevenaffectZenia.I

betshedoesn'tevenlovethatbaby.Zeniaisa

coldbloodedanimalandpoorAidenprobably

doesn'tevenknowaboutit"

"Youwereplanningtohurtaninnocentbaby.

Whatiswrongwithyou.Youarethecold

bloodedanimal"



"nothingiswrongwithmebutIneedtosee

Zeniasuffer."

"YouhavebeensingingthatsongsinceJesus

wasstillinthemanger"

ThismightbetheonlywayIcouldgettoZenia.

Usingthebaby.Truthisitwasn'teasytoattack

Zenialately.Guzmantriedandhefailed.After

thehijackingandwhatnothedecidedhewas

goingtodothesametohereventhoughhehad

noproofshewastheonewhostolefrom him.It

wasobvious,Zeniafixedtheburntlabinless

thanaweekafterthehijackingandafterthat

shewasopeningotherbranches.Itallrequired

moneyanddrugsandshedefinitelydiditwith

whatshestole.



Shewasgettingpowerfulbythepassingof

eachdayanditwaseasyforhertodoalotof

thingsundergroundbecausepeopleknewher

namebuttheycouldneverputafacetoit.

PerhapsifweExposehertoeveryoneinthe

drugworldthenwecanbeabletotakeher

downbecauseshewillbevulnerable.

Guzmanmightnotadmititbuthewasfailingto

bringherdown.Hedidtrytoattackthenewly

refurbishedlabbuthismenwasoutnumbered

andkilled.Sheseemedtohavehiredmoreand

morementoworkforher.Tothisday,wehave

failedtolocateherbiggestcartelatMexico.

"Youaresoobsessedwiththatgirl.It'snot

normal.Anywaysyoumightbeinterestedto

knowthatMaryisnotcopingwellwiththefact

thatAidenwantsnothingtodowithher.Soshe



hasresortedtodrugsanddepression.The

coupleisfightingforthefullcustodyofthat

childandinfactshehasgiventhem thechild.

Theyarejustwaitingtosignsomepapers"

"What?GetMaryhere,now!"

"What?Why?"

"Theycan'thavethehappilyeverafterthey

want.Notonmywatch.Iam goingtoputastop

tothis"

"ShehatesmeRay.Youseemedtoforgetwhat

happenedbetweenthethreeofuslasttime"

"Ohcomeonnow.Youaretellingmethatyou



can'tmanipulateapersonwhoisdownandout?

SometimesIaskmyselfwhyIstillhaveyou

around.YouareweakanduselessReabetswe"

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledMary.Ijust

askedtoseeherastherewassomethingwe

wantedtodiscuss.Shedidn'thesitate

IsentanUbertopickherupandwhenshe

came,youcouldtellshehasreallybecomea

junkie.Herhairwasunkempt,shesmelledlike

shehasn'tbeentakingabathforquitesome

time.Halitosiswastheorderoftheday.

Imagineruiningyourlifelikethisforaman.

maryisweak.

Aftertalkingwithher,Ifoundoutthatitwas

truethatshewantedtogivethechildawayas

shewasnotfittotakecareofit.Infactshe



didn'twantthebabybecauseAidendoesn't

wanther.

"Soyouwanthim tohaveahappilyeverafter

withZeniausingyourchild?"

"Letthem haveit.Idon'tcare"

"Yesyoudocare.Zeniaistheproblem here.If

shewasn'there,youwouldbewithhim andthat

childrightnow.Theonlythingkeepingthem

togetherisyourson.Cleanupyourmessand

takecareofyourownchildandseeifthat

relationshipwilllastanotheryear.

"Maybeyouareright.



"Notmaybe.I'm definitelyright.Youarenot

someonewhogivesupeasily.Youareastrong

woman.Drugscan'tkeepyoudown.I'llgetyou

agoodlawyerandyouwillgetyourmanand

yourchildback"

Isawhereyeslightup.

Wearefinallyontosomethinghere!

Thosetwowon'tevenknowwhathitthem!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter76

Zenia'sPOV

TodayIwokeupandhadsomeamazing

breakfastinbed.Allthankstobae.Heoutdid

himselfthistimearound.



"MorningFutureMrsKhan"

"MorningMrKhan"

HekissedmeontheforeheadwhileIreached

foragrape.Icouldn'tbelievethatIhavefinally

letmyguarddownconcerningmarriageandI

wasreadytotietheknot.Itwasabigstepon

mypartbecauseasadruglord,therivals

alwaystargetyourfamily.

Wewillcrossthebridgewhenwegetthere.

RightnowIwasenjoyingthebreakfastmy

fiancemade.

Weateandthenwenttotakeabathtogether.

Juniorwaswithhergrandparents.Theycame

andtookhim lastnight.Iknowtheydon'ttrust



mearoundhim.Aidenknowsittoobuthelied

andsaidtheyjustwantedtoseehim.

Businesswiseeverythingwasgoinggreat.We

startedapproachingdrugdealersincertain

countriestoseeiftheycanworkwithus,others

refusedandothersweremorethanhappyto

workwiththeGreatIvannaEscobarthat

everybodytalkedaboutandnobodyhasnever

seen.Theoneswhorefusedprobablyregretted

theirdecisionsbecauseIdidn'tletthem offthe

hook.Westartedhijackingtheirbusinessesone

byone.Theaim wastobuildthebiggestdrug

cartelthereisoutthere.anyonewhoisagainst

uswillcursethedaytheywereborn.Diegohas

becomeatrustedrighthandmanofmine.I

knowaGuzmantriedtoattackusbutdidn't

evengofarwithhisplan.Ihadalreadyplanned

forhim andhisminions.



TheweekwentonsowelltillIreceivednews

thatMaryhaschangedhermindaboutsigning

overherparentalrights.IthoughtAidenwas

jokingbutitturnedouttobetrue.Wewould

havetotakehertocourtinordertogetthe

custodyofjunior.I'm afirm believerthatevery

mothershouldraisetheirownchildbutMary

wasnotfit.Ithinkshehadanunderlyingmental

illness.NotthatI'm diagnosingher...something

isjustnotrightwiththatgirl.Howcanyouruin

yourlifeoveramanandnotevencareabout

yourownchild.AllsheeverwantedwasAiden's

attention.Shewasadangertoselfandjunior.

Aidenwantedustogetmarriedfastbutwith

thecustodybattlehappening,theweddinghas

tobeputonhold.Maryhadchangedallofa

sudden.Shewasnolongerthanjunkie.The

courtcouldn'tmakeadecisiononthefirstday.

Theyhadtosendasocialworkertoassessthe



situationforsometime.Seeifthebabywasin

goodhandswiththemotherandallthatstuff.

Ourreasonsfortakingjuniordidn'tseem valid

nomoresinceMarywasachangedperson

altogether.Sheevenhadoneofthestrongest

lawyerIknow.Somebodywasdefinitelyhelping

herinallthese.

ItcouldbeAiden'sfamilybecausetheyactually

madeitclearthattheydidn'twantmetoraise

thatchild.Duringcourtcasestheywere

supportingMary.Iguesstheytoldhertoclean

upheractinordertokeepthebaby.Ioverheard

Aiden'smothertalkingtothesocialworker

aboutMarybeingagoodmother.ImeanWTF.

MarywonthefullcustodyofhersonandAiden

wasgrantedvisitingrights.Thejusticesystem

canannoyyouattimes.



Wehadtoacceptandmoveon.Apartofme

wantedAidenandItodiscusstheissueofa

surrogatemother.Iwasn'tgettinganyyounger

andneededtohavemyfirstchildaswell.So

onenightIstartedthetopicabouthaving

anotherbabyandheshutmedown.Hesaidhe

wasn'tready.Ag.

ItwasamatteroftimetillMaryrelapse.Itdidn't

eventakeamonthtillshewentbacktothe

drugs.WellIwasnotsosureaboutthatbutthis

otherdayshecalledmecryinghysterically.

Zenia:calm downMary!.What'swrong.

Mary:IthoughtIcoulddothisbutIcan't.I'm

failing.



Zenia:dowhat?

Mary:raisethebabyonmyown.Ineverwanted

to.Rayforcedmetofightincourt.

Zenia:Ray!Ray?Thatspawnofsatan.It'sok

Mary.WecanraiseJuniorwhileyougogeta

professionalhelp.

Mary:maybeIshouldjustdie.Ijustwantyouto

telljuniorthatItriedbeingabettermotherto

him andIfailedandIshallalwayslovehim.

Shehungup.

Ohshit!Iquicklygotmycarkeysanddroveto

herplace.Iwouldn'tlivewithmyselfknowing



thatIcouldhavestoppedherfrom killing

herself.IdroveasfastasIcouldtoher

apartment.Itwasn'tthatfarfrom myplace.

Igotthereandfoundherholdingjunior'spicture

crying.Shehadaknifeanddozensofpillson

herhands.Itwasnotagoodsight.Shelooked

distraught.Igottheknifeawayfrom herand

huggedher.Triedtalkingtoheraboutnot

committingsuicide.Ihaveneverbeengood

withthosethingsbuthereIwas.

ShecalmeddownandIaskedwherejuniorwas

andshetoldmeshetookhim tohermother.I

talkedtoherabouttakinghertoashrinkand

sheagreed.SoIdrovehertothenearestshrink

Iknewandleftherthere.Icalledhermom togo

pickherupafter.Iwasgoingtotakeherhome

butIhadacrisiswithsomedrugsthatgot



deliveredtothewrongfolks.Hermother

assuredmeshewasgoingthere.

Shecalledmelaterontellingmethatshewent

topickherupandshewasnowfeelingmuch

better.IgothomeafterfixingthecrisisIhad

andtookanap.Iwaswokenupbymyphone

ringing.ItwasAiden.AllhesaidwasIshould

cometoMary'sapartment.

Hesoundedlikehehasbeencrying.DidMary

finallykilledherself.Igotthereandfoundcops

andabodybeingtakenaway.Thebodywas

waytoosmalltobeMary's.

"Whatdidyoudo?"

Hau,nowI'm beinggreetedbywhatdidyoudo?



ThatwasAidenaskingmethatquestion.By

nowIhavefiguredwhatmightbehappening.

TherewasAiden'swholefamily,Mary,her

motherandsomewomanwhowasprobably

Mary'srelative.

"Whatdidyoudotomyson?"Heaskedagain.

Thistimearoundcryinglikealittlebaby.

JuniorwasdeadandthatwasthebodyIsaw

beingcarriedoutbutwhyam Ibeingaccused?.

Marywasseatedonthemat,cryinglikeherlife

dependedonit.HermotherandNadiawas

comfortingher.

Losingachildisoneofthemostpainfulthinga

parentcanevergothroughwhichiswhyI

understoodwhyAidenwascryinglikethat.He



lovedhissonbutsodidI.Buthewasouthere

accusingmeofthingsIdidn'tdobecausehe

listenedtothatmentalcasecalledMary.She

probablykilledthebabyanddecidedtoframe

me.I'm sureRaytoldhertokillthatchildto

spiteme,notforgettingframingme.That'shis

specialitymos.Heispredictable,Henever

comesupwithnewthing.(yawns)

AdriantookmetothetheOthersidetobriefme

aboutwhatwashappeningwhileeveryonewas

busycomfortingeachother.Juniorwasindeed

deadbutthestoryMarywastellingeveryone

wasthatIcametoseeherthenlaterwentto

seejuniorupstairswhileshecontinued

watchingTVorwhatevershewasdoing.ThenI

camebackandtoldherhewassleeping.She

thenaskedforalifttoanearbysupermarket.

Fewhourslateraftercomingback,sherealised

Juniorhasbeensleepingforsometime,Wentto



checkonhim andfoundhim notbreathing.

"Noweveryonedoesn'tunderstandwhyyou

werehereinthefirstplace,includingyour

fiancéesinceyouandMaryain'tfriends.And

thereisaneighborthatsawyouplustheCCTV

inthisplacedidseeyoucomeinandleavewith

Mary."Hesaidrunninghishandsthroughhis

hair.

"Icamebecauseshecalledmetalkingabout

killingherself"

"Ithinksheplannedthis.Justtellthem the

truth"

"Andyouthinktheywillbelieveme.Wakeup

Adrian.Thisisyourfamilywearetalkingabout.



Theyhavealreadymadeuptheirmindsand

poisonedAidenintheprocess"

"Shealsomentionedthatyouweretherethe

dayshegavebirth.Shesaidsomewoman

helpedhergivebirthandyoudidn'twantherto

betakentothehospitalorbehelpedforthat

matter"

"Wow...youknowwhat?I'm donewiththis

pyschoandyourfamily.Alreadytheyhavetaken

hersideandAidendoesn'tseem likeheeven

wantstobelievemysideofthestory"

"Ohsoyouarehavingsidemeetings,youtrying

togetmybrotheronyoursidehuh?Come

answerforyourselfinfrontofeveryone.You

areacoldbloodedkillerZenia"Nadiasaid

draggingmebacktowhereeveryonewas.I



didn'tevenputupafightbecauseIdidn'thave

theenergy.

IgotthereandwenttoAiden.

"Ihavenothingtodowiththis.Icamehere

becauseshewantedtokillherselfandItook

hertoashrink.Shetoldmethebabywasather

mother'splace.Whatevershetoldyouisalie

AidenandpleasebelievemeAiden.Please"I

saidtohisface,tearsstartingtorolldownmy

face.

Hisfacialexpressionwasfullofangerand

hatredandIcouldseeitwasalldirected

towardsme.Hedidn'tbelievemeeventhough

hedidn'thavetosayit.



"Youknowwhat,fuckyouAidenKhanandthis

stupidfamilyofyours...notyouadrian....fuck

youallandtakethislovelywomanofyourstoa

pyschiatrichospitalbeforeit'stoolate"

Isaidwalkingout.Heeheepleasebelieveme!

WhydidIevencry?Busywastingmytearson

nonsense.Noneofthesewasworthit.Noteven

Aiden,noteventhisrelationship.Ivannawould

havebeenfarwithhergoalsifshedidn'twaste

hertimewiththisbullshit!

Igothome,calledDiegotogetmeaplane

ticketandavisa,plusanewpassportASAP.It

wasnotyetthetimetoputivannainwriting,

anyothernamewoulddoexceptZenia.Ididn't

wanttobefoundandIwasnotgoingtobe

found.



Therewasnoneedtopack.Iwasn'ttaking

anythingwithme.Icalledarealestateagentto

putthehouseonsaleandsellwhateverwas

inside.IwouldcallMphoonceIhavesettled.

ThisismeofficiallymovingoutofSouthAfrica...

AdiosAmigos!

***********

WillZeniaeverbefound?WillMaryachieveher

goal?WilltheKhanfamilyfeelthewrathfrom

theoneandonlyIvannaEscobar?

FindoutinthenextepisodeofdragonballZ!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter77



Aiden'sPOV

"What'supwithyouandWestlifetoday?.I'm

kindofsickhearingthesesongsrightnow"

Adriansaidashewalkeduptotheradioand

switcheditoff.

Ididn'tsayanythingtohim.Ijustcontinued

lyingonmybedandstaringattheceiling.

"WelldoyouhonestlythinkZeniakilledjunior?"

"DidIsayshekilledhim?"

"Answerthedamnquestion...yesorno!"

"Idon'tknowwhattobelieve.AllIknowisIlost

mysonandImightlosemyfiancee"



"WellMaryislying.Idon'tknowwhathappened

therebutZeniahadnothingtodowithit.sheis

delusional"

"Youarealwaysonhersidethough"

"Soyouwantmetosidewithajunkiewhois

probablynotmentallywell?Youshouldbethe

onesidingwithZeniarightnow.Whathappened

toinnocenttillprovenguilty."

"I'm notsidingwithanyone.I'm justhurtmy

sonisgoneandhewasmurdered"

"Weareallhurtheisgonebutpointingfingers

rightnowwon'tbringhim back.Youknowour

familyhatesthatgirlandtheywillmakeyou



believeshediditeventhoughshedidnot.Just

considerherversionofeventsandnotjust

listentooneside."

Hespokethenleft.Iwasnotentirelyblaming

Zeniaforjunior'sdeathbutthefactthatshe

wenttoseeMaryonthatfatefuldayandatthe

exacttimemysondiedworriedme.

I'm inpain.Idon'twanttolieanditallreminds

meofwhenmylittlesisterwasbrutallykilled.It

allcamebacktome.Herdeathwasthereason

Ididn'twantkids.Looknow,Iwentontohavea

kidandthepainisbackandworsethanbefore.

AweekwentbyandIstayedindoorsmourning

thedeathofmyson.Ididn'twanttogo

anywhereorseepeople.Ijustwantedtobe

alone.IsawMaryonceandIdidn'tevenprobe



furtherwhatreallyhappened.Itwasthepolice's

jobtodothat.WeburiedjuniorandZeniadidn't

cometothefuneral.Ithinkitwasbetterthat

way.Marywasnotthereaswell.Iguessthe

painwastoomuchtobearforher.

Afterthefuneral,iwentbacktomyroom.The

onlysafehavenIknew.Mymom walkedinto

tellmethatthecopsweretheretoseeme.I

wasnotinthemoodbutIwenttothem

anyways.Iaskediftherewereanyarrestsmade

sofarandtheysaidno.Ididn'treallywantZenia

tobearrestedforthis,evenifshewastheone

whodidit.Therewasprobablyanotherwayof

dealingwithher.

Howeverthecopstoldmetheautopsywas

backandmysondiedbecauseofsuffocation.

Theysaidhedidn'tdiethetimewewereall



thinkinghediedat.Heactuallydiedabout12hrs

beforehewasreporteddead.Sotherewasno

waysZeniacouldhavedoneitthattime.Infact

thetimeshegotthere,hewasalreadydead.

"Wewouldliketoaskthemothersome

questions,howeversheisnoteasytofind.If

youguyshearanythingaboutherwhereabouts.

Pleasedocallus"thecopsaidashegotupto

leave..mymom didn'tsayathing,itwaslike

shewasn'teventhere.

Thiswasalottodigestatonce.SoZeniawas

innocent?BeforeIcouldevensayathingtomy

mom aboutwhatthecopsaidAdriancalledto

tellmethatMaryhasbeenadmittedatthe

hospitalandIshouldgoseeher.Itoldmymom

aboutitandsheinsistedthatthewholefamily

wascomingwithme.MydadandNadiawere



concernedthatshetriedtokillherselfbecause

shewasfailingtodealwithherson'sdeath.I

didn'teventellthem thatZeniahasbeen

cleared.Mymom wasnotsayingathingeither,

ifZeniawasfoundguiltyshewouldhavebeen

makingnoiserightnow.Wewenttothe

emergencydepartmentandweretoldthatshe

hasbeenmovedtotheward.Wefoundthesaid

wardandyouwon'tbelievewhatwesaw.

Shewasbeingaggressiveandtakingoffthe

hospital'spyjamasandspeakingincoherent

things.Apparentlyshewasfoundwanderingin

thestreetsnaked,sayingshewasGodandhad

powerstokillandraisepeople,henceshekilled

herbaby.Itfeltlikeamoviereally.Theystopped

theshowbysedatingher.

Thedoctoraskedtoseeustoasksome



questions.Thedoctortoldusthatshekepton

repeatingthatshemurderedhersonbecausea

spirittoldhertodoso.Heaskedifshereally

hadababyoritwasoneofherdelusions.

Ican'tbelievethatIactuallybelievedthisgirl's

liesandcouldn'tevenseethatshewasa

mentalcase.IbelievedajunkieandrightnowI

feelsostupid.Mymom didn'tevenwanttolook

atmebecausesheknewthatsomewhere

somehowitwasherfaultthatJuniorwasdead.

ShemadesurethatthecourtseeMaryasafit

mother.SheandherbeloveddaughterNadia.

"Areyouhappynow?"Iaskedherandshe

didn'tlookatme.Notevenonce.

"Thisisnotthetimetopointfingers"mydad

said.



"Thisistheperfecttimetopointfingers.Yaall

madesurethatthejunkiegetfullcustodyof

thatchild.Youfailedjunior.Yousenthim toa

murderer.Notonlydidyoudothat,youfinally

droveZeniaoutofmylife.Youshouldbehappy

becausethisisallyouhaveeverwanted.You

knowwhat,yaallcanremainwiththiscrazy

personofyours.Iwantnothingtodowithher"

Ileft.

Adrianwasnotatthehospital.Ifoundhim at

home.Hetoldmethatafriendofhiswhowasa

copidentifiedMaryastheytookhertothe

hospitalanddecidedtocallhim.

Ididn'tevenwanttotellhim whatIhavejust

discovered.



"Youdon'thavetotellme,myfriendtoldme

everything"hespokeasifhewasreadingmy

mindandIguessnowitwasthetimefor'Itold

youso'.

"Itsunfortunatehermentalillnesshadtobe

foundaftermurderingthatinnocentsoul.I

knowyouarehurtingandit'sgoingtohurtfor

quitesometimebutdon'tblameyourselflike

lasttimeAiden.ThelastthingIneedtohearis

thatyouareusingdrugsasawaytocope"

"I'llbefine.Im alreadyseeingashrink.Ijust

needtogoseeZeniaandapologizeforbeingan

ass.Sheprobablyhatesthesightofmeright

now"



"It'sok.I'lldriveyouthereandtalktoheron

yourbehalf."

WedrovetoZenia'splaceandwassurprisedto

findnewpeoplestayingthere.AtfirstIthought

wehadawronghousebutIknewherhouse

verywell.Theytoldustheyjustboughtthe

housethreedaysagoandwasonaprocessof

movingin.

Icouldn'tbelievethis.

AnotherweekhasgonebyandIdidn'tknow

whereZeniawas.Itwaslikeshehas

disappearedfrom thefaceoftheearthwithout

atrace.MylasthopewasMphoandknowing

thatAdrianwasdatinghim,Ithoughtwewillget

someinformation.



Itturnedoutthatthecouplefoughtover

somethingandMphowasnowheretobefound

aswell.Heresignedfrom hisjoband

disappearedtoo.Theirsocialmediaaccounts

weregone.

"Howcanhedothiswithouteventellingme?"

Adriansaid.

"ThatisnotthepointrightnowAdrian.You

needtothinkaboutanycountrythatMpho

talkedaboutthemostorsomething"

"ZenialeftandI'm prettysureshedoesn'twant

tobefound.Youaskedeverywhereandnoone

hasanideaofherwhereabouts.NowMphois

gonetooandit'sallyourfault"



HaveyoueverwatchedaNigerianmoviewhere

theywillsay"youareafool!".

Ifeltasifthosewordswerebeingsaidtome.In

patienceozokwor'svoice!

******

Zenia'sPOV

Youcanneverhaveanannoyingfriendlike

Mpho.IgottoMexicoandstayedaweek

withoutcheckingmysocialmediaaccounts.

Plusmynumberswerenotworking.WhenI

finallyopenedthem,Ifoundhundredsof

messagesfrom MphoaskingifIwasdeador

whatsinceIdisappearedwithoutatrace.He



eventoldmethepolicewerelookingformeand

cametoaskhim questions.

Ifinallyreachedouttohim andtoldhim Ihave

movedoutofthecountry.Hewasfumingand

accusedmeofnotlovinghim.Hethen

demandedthatIbringhim towhereverIwas.

ApparentlyhehadafightwithAdrian.SoIdid.

HereweareinMexico,notanidealcountryto

stayat.IcameherebecauseIknowitwillnever

beeasytofindmeplusit'seasiertogetthe

drugbusinessgoinghere.

"Sowhathappenedbetweenyouandlover

boy?"

"Canyoubelievehisnerve.Apparentlyhisdad



issuspectingsomethingsoheaskedustotake

abreak.Idon'tunderstandwhyheisnotjust

tellinghim.Hisdadisevenplanningtosend

him toSerbiaorwhateverthatcountryisandhe

didn'trefuse.It'slikeI'm asparewheelinhislife.

Imatterwhenhewantsmeto"

"Sorrychomi,"

"Nosorrytowhathappenedtoyou.Aidencan

beaboresometimesnxa"

"Wellthat'sinthepastnow.Weneedtoget

ready.Thereisaheisthappeningtonightand

weneedtogetready"

"What?We?"



"Youcanstayhereandsleep.It'sok.I'lltake

careofit"

MyphoneranganditwasDiego.

Diego:heyboss.Wearereadyfortheheist

tonight.

Zenia:I'm glad.Diego,Iwouldalsoliketo

updateyouthatihavesuccessfullycutoff

Guzman'sdrugsupplytosouthAfrica.

Diego:goodnewsboss.

Zenia:yesRayandJameswillsooncomeand

begmetosellthem drugs.Anywaysplease

checkiftheguysmanagedtodestroythatlabin



Zim thatbelongedtoJames.

Diego:I'm onitboss.

Ihungup.

"Okwhoareyou?AndwhathappenedtoZenia?

MphoaskedandIjustsmiled.

IwantedtodealwithRayFirstbeforeIcould

startwiththeKhan'sfamily.

It'sgoingtobefunseeingthem begformercy!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter78



Ray'sPOV

"Whatthehellisgoingonhere?"Mybrother's

echoingvoicebroughtmebacktoreality.He

justbargedintomyofficewithouteven

knocking.

Ididn'tanswerhim.ThelastthingIneededwas

someonescoldingmelikeI'm 5yearsold.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyoudidn'tgetdrugs

lastmonth.I'm justfindingoutnowbecause

youdidn'tgetthem again"

"IthoughtIwasgoingtofixit"

"OhmyGod.Youcan'tjustfixeverythingby

yourself.Youneedtotellmewhenthereisa

problem soIcanhelp.Thisisnotgood.It'snot



goodatall"

"Tellmesomethingnew"Iyawned.

"Yourarroganceisthereasonwhywearehere.

Thecompanyaloneisnotdoingverywellall

becauseyouabandoneditforthedrug

business.Looknow,wehavenothingtostand

on.Investorsarethreateningtopullout.You

maynotwanttohearthis,butbetraying

Santiagowastheworstdecisionyouhaveever

made"

"Iwastryingtobuildusanempire.Something

dadfailedtodo.Iwantedustobeasbigasthis

Santiagoofyours.Heisdeadanyways.Stop

talkingabouthim"



"Thebiggestmistakeyoumadewastostart

workingwithGuzman.Hetookoverthelabs

youstoleandnowwhenIcalledhim aboutthe

drugs,hetoldmehehasbiggerproblemsto

worryaboutthansomedrugsupplytosouth

Africa.Imeanwhattheheckisthat?"

NowwasnotthetimetohearthisbutRafael

hasalwaysbeenagainstushijackingSantiago's

labsandwhatnot.Heneverwantedtowork

withGuzman.Rafaelhasalwaysbeenone

personwhoisscaredtotakeriskssotakinghis

advicewasnotsomethingIwaswillingtodo.I

mighthavetoadmitthatlettingGuzmantake

overwasnotawisedecision.Wellit'snotlike

wediditdeliberately.Thatguyknowshowto

gethiswayandhealwaysgetsit.Hetookover

thelabsashemadeitlooklikewewillgetmore

moneythatway.Theonlyreasonwegotholdof

him wastohelpuswithZeniabutitescalated



intosomethingwedidn'tanticipate.

Thedrugswerenotsuppliedlastmonth,when

wegotholdofhim ,hetoldusthattheguyshe

hasbeenworkingwithattheairportwereunder

investigationandtherewasnothinghecoulddo.

Jamesdruglabwasdestroyedinafire.With

Zim'sgovernmentfacingelectricityproblems

amongotherthings,itwasnotbeingproductive.

Guzmandidassureusthathewillfixitassoon

ashecanbutthiswasthesecondmonthand

nothingwashappening.Heseemedtobeunder

attackssothiswastheleastofhisworries.We

werenowlosingclientsfaster.Thingswerenot

lookinggoodforme.Thecompanywasnot

doingwelleither.

"Theonlywaytohelpusoutofthismessisto



goandaskforZenia'shelp"Rafaelsaid.

Ilaughed.

"Whatsfunny?"Heasked,lookingsoannoyed.

"WhyshouldIenlisthelpfrom thatperson?

Whatisitthatshehasthatcanhelpus.Thelast

timeIcheckedallshecaredaboutwassome

familyproblems.Santiagodiedandweallknow

sheisnothingwithouthim"

"arewetalkingaboutthesamechickwho

hijackedGuzman?.Shehasenoughdrugsto

supplyus.Herdrugswillhelpusthroughuntil

yousortthesethingsout"



"Overmydeadbody.Trysomethingelse."

"IcalledIvannaEscobar'spersonalassistant"

"Theunknownpersoneveryonetalksabout?"

"Yeahthatoneandsheiswillingtoworkwith

us"

"What?Isn'tsheSantiago'srelativeor

something?"

"Look,Thatpersonknowsthatbusinesscomes

first,whoeversheisandweshouldbegladshe

allowedus,providedsheisindeedhisrelative."

"Okwhatever.AllIneedisthedrugsassoonas



possible"

"ButwhatifIvannaisZenia.Imeansheisthe

onewhotookoverSantiago'sReignsright?

WhereisthisIvannacomingfrom?Andifsheis

Santiago'srelative,whyisn'tshefighting

Zenia?"

Ilaughed.Rafaelisdelusional.Zeniatookover

Santiago'sbusinessbuttherewasn'tanything

surprisinghappeningfrom herside.Ifanything,

thebusinesswasn'tevengrowing.Sheonly

managedtohijackGuzmanonceandrebuilta

labinColombia.Itevenseemedlikethelabin

Mexicowasnonexistent.Shewasonlyrelying

ontheColombianlab.Guzmanwaswatching

herdayandnight.Thereisnowaysheisthe

mysteriousIvanna.Never.

********



Zenia'sPOV

Iwokeupsick.Iwassupposedtocelebratethe

factthatImanagedtostopGuzman'sdrugs

supplytosouthAfrica.Thecelebrationwasnot

meanttobebecauseIwokeupwithaterrible

headacheandthenextthingIknow,I'm

vomiting.

"Areyouok?"Mphoaskedlookingconcerned

afterhefoundmesittingnexttothetoilet.It

wasbettertositthereincaseIstartvomiting

onceagain.

Hepickedmeup,bridalstyleandtookmetomy

bed.Iwassurprisedhecanactuallycarryme.

Hebroughtmewatertodrinkandthentoldme



heisgoingtoprepareahomemaderemedyfor

myvomiting.Idrankitandfeltabitbetter.

"ItmusthavebeensomethingIate"

Hejustnodded.Icouldtellhewasthinking

aboutsomethingelse.ThewholedayIwasfine

andMphotoldmetotakeabreakfrom work.

HesaidDiegowillhandleEverything.

ThenextmorningIwokeupfeelingnauseous

again.

"Youareforevertiredthesedays.Not

forgettingtheincreasedurination"Mphosaid

ignoringmygaze.



"Wellyeah.Ihavebeenworkingsohard.PlusI

drinklotsofwaterhencetheurination!"I

defended.

"Andthevomiting?"

"Don'ttellmeyouthinkIm pregnantbecause

I'm not"

"It'sjustapossibilityZenia.Thesymptomsare

there.Thereisnobetterexplanationtothis,

honestly"

"Ican'thavekids.Youknowthat,sothistopic

isofflimit.Thesecouldbesignsofanything"

Mphodidn'tsayanythingfurther.Laterthat



afternoonhetoldmehewasgoingshopping.

Hecamebackafteranhourorso.

"I'm notsayingyouarepregnantoranything

butpleasejusttakethetest?"

Hesaidhandingmeabunchofpregnancytests.

Theywereliketen.Wastennecessary?Wellhe

probablyknowsthatifonecomesoutpositive

,I'llstillbeindenialandwouldenduptesting

withallofthem.

It'snotlikeIdidn'tthinkaboutbeingpregnant.

Givenmysituation,thiswasscaryforme.

Imaginehavingthesesymptomsonlytofind

outIwasnotevenpregnant.Ihavemadepeace

withthefactthatIcan'thavechildrenandI

don'tneedthisrightnow.



"Please"hebegged

Itookfiveofthetestsandwenttothe

bathroom.

It'snowornever!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter79

Aiden'sPOV

Idon'twanttolosehopeofeverfindingZenia

butitwasprovingtobedifficultwithapassing

ofeachday.WillIeverfindher?.Itwasclear

shedoesn'twanttobefound.



Marygotworseatthepsychhospital,notthatI

wantedtoknowwhatwashappeningwithher

buthermotherupdatedme.Myfamilynever

wantedtotalkaboutheranditsbeenawhile

sinceIhaveseenthem.Istillblamethem for

mostofthethingsthathadhappened.Iwas

nowstayingwithAdrianfulltime.hewasalso

tryingtogetholdofMphobutitwasjustfutile.

Thiswasreallyfrustratingme,Idon'twanttolie.

MyphonerangandwhenIcheckeditwasmy

dad.WewerenotongoodspeakingtermsandI

waswonderingwhyhewascalling.Ianswered

anyways.

MrKhan:son!



Aiden:whatisit?

MrKhan:theHawksareinvestigatingus.

Aiden:what?Areyousure?

Mrkhan:IjustthoughtIshouldwarnyouguys

becauseallourassetsaregoingtobefrozen

pendingtheinvestigationincludingthehouse

youareinplusthecarsyouaredriving!

Aiden:what?Wherearewegoingtogo?This

can'tbehappening.

MrKhan:IwishIhadananswerbutIwas

caughtoffguardandnoneofourcardsare

workingaswespeak.



Aiden:wemighthavetogotoDubaiinthe

meantime.Toyourdadorsomeone

MrKhan:unfortunatelywecan'tleavethe

country,can'tdoanyillegalactivities.IthoughtI

shouldwarnyouguys.Ihavecalledfewofmy

associatestohelpuswithaplacetostay.You

mighthavetomovebackhereinthemeantime.

Hehungup.

Thiswasnothappening,notnow.Itdidn'teven

takelongtilltheHawkscameknockingonmy

doorwithaLetterofeviction,statingthatIwas

toleavethehousewithnothingfrom inside.I

hidmyphoneinmysock.Theywereprobably

gonnatakeitanyways.



Thisfeltlikeajoke.Itwaslikewewillwakeup

andeverythingwillbebacktonormal.Butit

wasnotmeanttobe.AdrianandImovedback

toCapetownaswecouldn'taffordtogo

anywhereelse.Wecouldn'tevenafforda

backroom inTembisa.Mydadhadmoney

hiddeninPortElizabethbutwiththeHawks

watchingus,wecouldn'tdoanythingaboutit.

Thelastthingweneededwasmorecharges

addedtowhatwealreadyhad.Wewerebeing

investigatedfordrugs,murders,kidnapping,

illegalweaponsamongotherthingsandit

seemedliketheyhadagoodcaseagainstus,

againstmydad.Onewayortheother,wewere

bothimplicated.

Amonthwentbythenanother.Thecasekept

onbeingpostponedandourlivesbecamehell

bythepassingofeachday.Theassociatesthat



dadbraggedaboutwerenowheretobeseen.

Everybodyhastakenabackseat,probably

scaredtheywillbeimplicatedtoo.

Onlyonepersonofferedusaplacetostaybutit

wasatwobedroom houseinatownship.My

motherandNadiahadahardtimeadjustingto

thenewlifestyle.Itwasbetterthanjail,Iguess.

Daysturnedtoweeksandweeksintomonths

andwecouldn'tevenaffordaproperlawyer.

Theinvestigationsseemstobetakingforever

sincewewereatthereceivingend.Outof

nowhere,Adrianwasclearedofallchargesso

hewasfreetogodowhateverhewantedand

heleft.Hehadajobatsomefashionhousethat

daddidn'tknowaboutsoafterbeingcleared,he

wentbackandIguesshecouldaffordan

apartmentofhisown.Heactuallyhadafriend



whohelpedhim getbackonhisfeet.Itwasa

Goodthingbecausehewouldsendmoneyfor

foodandotherstuffweneeded,eventhough

mydaddidn'twanttoacceptitatfirst.Hejust

realizedthattheHawkswerenotplayingand

lifeinthetownshipwasnotabedof

roses.Adrianaskedmetomoveinwithhim I

wasallowedtomoveanywhereinsouthAfrica

providedIreporttothem butIdidn'twantto

abandonmydadinthetimesofneed.We

neededtofigureawayoutandrightnowthings

werenotlookinggoodfrom ourside.

whoisbehindthisthough?

******

Zenia'sPOV



TodayIdidn'twanttogetoutofbed.Iwas

reallytiredanditwasMphowhodraggedme

outofbed.Ijustwokeupinnomoodtodo

anything.

Yousee,IhadplansformylifeeversinceI

movedoutofSouthAfrica.Theplansincluded

stayingawayfrom AidenKhanandhisfamily.I

wantednothingtodowithhim.Thetestscame

backpositive,alltenofthem.Ievenwantedto

sendMphotobuymoreandhetoldmeIwas

beingdelusional.

"Youneedtoacceptthatyouarepregnant"he

said,refusingtogobacktotheshops.

AcceptthatIam pregnant?Kidswerenolonger



partoftheequation,especiallyifAidenwasthe

father.Ididpromisemyselftoforgetabout

havingafamilyandfocusingonmakingmy

cartelthebiggestthereisoutthere.Thebaby

wasjustgoingtoruinit.Oncetheopposition

learnaboutmychildthentheywillwanttouse

him/hertogettome.I'm notevensureifIhad

whatittakestoprotectthechild.,Everyonewill

bevyingtogettheirdirtyhandsonivanna

Escobar'schild.Besidesthat,IwasscaredI

mighthaveyetanothermiscarriage.It'sscary

Mphowasexcitedaboutthechild.Hecouldn't

evenhideit.Wellthebabywashereandwhat

wasleftwasforAidennottoeverfindout.I

wasnotplanningtotellhim.Notnow,notever.

It'snotlikehedeservestoknow.

IhadplansforthatfamilyandIwanted



everyonetosuffer,exceptAdrianofcoursebut

hewaspartofthefamilysohewascaughtin

thecrossfire.Thatwasuntilloverboyfound

outwhatIwasdoinganddemandedthatIget

Adrianoutofit.

Mphostilllovedhim,eventhoughhenever

wantedtoadmittome.Healmostcriedwhen

hefoundoutwhatwashappeningtothem.I

wasnotfazed.Theyhadtosufferforwhatthey

didtome.

WemovedoutofMexicoandwenttoLondon

sinceMphoalwayscomplainedaboutnot

understandingSpanishamongotherthings.

Diegowastheonlypersonwhoknewthatwe

movedtotheUK.

Idecidedtotakealeavefrom mybusiness.I



wasjustgoingtofocusonthepregnancy.

Doingnothingwasdrivingmenutsthough.I

wouldfindmyselfemotionalfornoreason,I

wouldcraveweirdthings.Mphoalwaysmade

sureIwaswellcateredfor.Evenifitmeans

gettingupatnighttogogetwhateverIwas

craving.Iwasn'tabusinghim,itwasthatchild

heloveddearly.

Thethirdtrimestercameafterwhatseemed

likeforever.Iwasfat,noneofmyclothescould

fit.Theemotionswereonthealltimehigh.I

swearIcouldn'torderahitonanyonewhenI

waslikethis.Iwoulddefinitelyjustcryandtell

them tostop.Diegowasdoingagoodjob

though,Ihadtogiveittohim.

AsfortheKhan'sfamily,Ihavedecidedayear

ofsufferingwillbeenoughforthem.Maybetwo.



SohereIwasatthehospitalbedwithMphoby

myside.ScaredtodeaththatIwasaboutto

deliver.Ikeptaskingthedoctorifhecanjust

takemeforacaesareansectionandhetoldme

therewasnoneed.Thisguyprobablyhasn't

heardofSouthAfricanprivatedoctors.They

sendyoutocaesareansectionevenwhenthere

isnoneedsotheygettoclaim moremoney.

IshouldhavejustaskedMphotodeliverme.I

knowhewasverygoodatthis,plusgentle.

HoweverhewasdoingallhecantoensureI

wascalm.Thecalmnesswentoutofthe

windowwhenthedoctorsaidsomethingtothe

nurseabouttwinsorwhateverwhentheywere

busyputtingonaCTGMachine.

Ialmostjumpedoutofthebed.Mphotoldme



torelax.Thenursewenttotakethesonar

machineandtheydidn'tevenhavetoexplain

becauseIactuallysawthetwokidsinthere.

"B...butIdidcountlessofscans.Imean..."I

stuttered.

"Wealwayshaverarecasesoftwinshidingin

thewombandthescanmissesthem"the

doctorsaidandIfoughttheurgetorollmyeyes.

Iwasannoyedmorethananything.HowcanI

behavingtwins?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter80



Zenia'sPOV

Whenthenursehandedmemytwopooh

bears,Ifeltsomethingawakeninme,itwas

love.IfeltlovethatIdidn'tevenknowIhadin

me..mphocouldn'tstopsmiling.Itwasclearhe

wasexcited.SowasI.Itwasdoublethegiggles,

doublethegrinsanddoublethetrouble.

Wetookthem homeandthefirstfewnights

werethehardest.Kaydenwouldcrytilltears

wouldn'tcomeoutnomore.Kaylaontheother

sidehardlycried.Ihadaboyandagirl.Iswear

KaydenwasdefinitelycryingbecauseMpho

gavehim anamethatrhymeswithhisfather's

name.AlthoughMphoinsistedthenameshad

nothingtodowithhim,Iallowedhim toname

them.



IwasmorethanthankfulforMphoashewas

handsonwiththetwins.Wehadanannyas

wellsoIwasabletojugglebothmyworkand

thekids.

******

3yearslater(yep,that'sright)

******

Kaydenranaroundthehousewithhissisteron

histail.Hetookoneofhertoysandshewanted

itback.

"GiveherthetoybeforeIchangemymind

aboutthatmovieIpromisedyou"

"Okokok,Iwon'ttakeherstuffanymore"he



saidgivingitback.

Ithasbeen3yearssinceIwelcomedthistwo

intotheworldandIwasthankfulforthem every

singleday.Ihadmanagedtokeepthem away

from theirfatherandhisfamily.NobodyknewI

hadthem,exceptMphoandDiego.ThatwayI

gottodomyjobwithoutobstacles.

IboughtamansionintheUKthatIstayedin

withMphoandicanproudlysaymykidshada

comfortablelife.lifewasgood,really.Ihad

managedtoinfiltratealotofdrugcartelsandi

wasrunningthem.Guzmanwastheleastofmy

worries,whileRaycameknockingaskingfor

helpfrom Ivanna.Ihadhim whereIwantedhim .

IvannahadgrewintothewomanIwantedherto

become;strong,fearlessnotforgettingsexy

mama.



TheKhan'sfamilysufferedforayearandahalf

thentheircasewasdismissedduetolackof

evidence.ItwasallmydoingsafterallandI

wasgladtheydidlearnalessonortwo.

Afterthechargesweredropped,theyalsohad

tocomerunningforhelpfrom Ivanna.Ihaven't

revealedmyidentitytothem andIhadnow

decideditwastimeIdoso.Theywereallnow

workingforivanna,andIwonderiftheywillstop

whentheyfindoutit'sme.

Welltherewasonewaytofindout.

Mphomanagedtostayawayfrom Adrianfor

abouttwoyears.0nthethirdyear,theywere

backtogether.TheyreconciledonlineandMpho

startedgoingbacktoSouthAfricatoseehim.

Hewouldgothereatleasttwiceamonth.

Imaginethosehoursinaplane,twiceamonth?



Angeke!.ApparentlyAdrianhadfoundanew

guyandsinceMphowasforeverstalkinghim ,

hefoundoutabouttherelationship.Hewasn't

happyaboutitandstartedchattingwithAdrian

tilltheyeventuallygetbacktogether.

Iguesshewasinlove.Adriandidaskaboutme

andhewouldalwayslietohim aboutmy

whereaboutscitinghehasn'ttalkedtomeina

yearorso.Iknowhewasaskingforhisbrother.

RumourshasitthatAidenwasfindingithardto

moveonwithoutreallyknowingmy

whereabouts.ItrustedMphotokeepmy

whereaboutssecretfrom thatfamily.

Ihavebeeninvitedtoacharityeventnotfar

from whereIliveandIdecidedtoattendit.I

alwaysditchedmostoftheseeventsifnotall.

Thekidshavegrownanditwassafetoget



backtothedatinggame.Ihadneedsbutbeing

Ivanna,IalwayshadtobecarefulaboutwhoI

bringintomylife.Thiseventwasgoingtohelp

memingleandperhapsscoremyselfadate.

Mphogotmeabeautifuldress.Hewasn't

attending,insteadhevolunteeredtobabysit.He

wasactuallytheonewhoinsistedIhadto

attendthisevent,sayingitwastimeIgetsome

bedroom actionevenifit'saonenightstand.

It'snotlikeInevertrieddatingafterthetwins

wereborn,whentheyweretwoIhadaguywho

Iwashavingasexualrelationshipwithbutit

wasjustnotmeanttobe.Thesexwasn'tthat

great,hewasclingyandboredtheshitoutof

memostofthetime.SoIdumpedhim.

IwasattendingasZenia,theownerofmy

logisticscompanynotivanna.



HereIwastryingtoseem interestedin

whateverwasgoingonbutasamatteroffactI

wasthinkingaboutmybabies.Kaylawasmore

reservedwhileKaydenwastheoppositeofthat.

Hewassodramaticandlovedbeingthecentre

ofattention.Hetookafterhisaunt.Hewas

CrayCraylikeherbuthereallylookedlikehis

dad.KaylalookedlikeNadia.Ninewhole

monthsandnoneofthesekidslookedlikeme.

Tomakemattersworsetheytookaftera

personIconsideranenemy.Nadianeverliked

mefrom thegetgosoitwassafetocallheran

enemy.

"Areyouenjoyingyourself?"AvoiceIknewtoo

wellspoke.ItwasJason.

"I'm trying"Isaidfakingasmileashehugged

me.



"IthoughtIwasnevergonnaseeyouagain"

"HereIam"

"IhopeyouarestayingthissidenowbecauseI

am"

Ididn'tanswerthat.Ididn'ttrusthim enoughto

tellhim whereIwasstaying.Heseemed

genuinebutatthesametimelookedlikea

Shadycharacter.Howevertherewasnodenying

thathelookedlikehecouldtakemetoparadise

andbackinbed.

"Doyouwanttodance?'heaskedassome

soothingsongsstartedtoplay.Fewpeople

werealreadydancing.Iagreedandhestarted



slowdancingwithme.Hewasreallygoodin

this.

SoJasondidtheunthinkable,hegrabbedmy

butt.AnyotherdayIwouldhavecursedtheday

hewasbornandpouredchampagneonhim but

Iwasturnedon.IneverrealizedIneededsex

thismuchtillnow.

Iflinchedtohistouchandthat'swhenIsawhim.

StandinginacornerwasnoneotherthanAiden

Khan.Eventhoughhehadgrownabeardand

hishair,Icouldtellitwashim.Hiseyeswere

fixedonusandIdon'tknowforhowlong.His

facialexpressionwasunreadable.Perhapshe

wasshockedtoseeme.ButthenIsawhurtin

hiseyesandIfeltthattoo.AlltheseyearsI

havebeentellingmyselfIwantednothingtodo

withthisguy.Iinflictedpaintohim andhis



familyandneverfeltbadaboutit.WhywasI

feelinglikethisnow?DidIeverstoppedloving

him?

"Let'sgetoutofhere"Jasonwhispered,

bringingmebacktoearth.Atthisstagemy

eyesarestillfixedonAidenasIslowdanced

withJason.

DoIreallywanttogetoutofhere?

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter80

Zenia'sPOV



Aiden'seyesneverleftmine.

"Ok,let'sgo"IwhisperedtoJason,whosmiled

andledtheway.Wewereabouttoreachthe

doorwhenIfeltsomeonegrabbingmyhand

andpullingmeback.

"Don'tGowithhim"Aidensaid.Itsounded

morelikeacommand.

"Whywouldshelistentoyou"Jasonsmirked.

"OpenyourmouthagainandI'llfuckyouup"

Jasonraisedhishandsindefenceandwalked

away.Heactuallywalkedaway.Thatwasthe

lastthingIexpectedfrom him.Wasitbecause

Heknewthathecan'treallyfightAidenandwin?

IguessI'llneverfindananswertothat.



Aidengrabbedmeallthewaytotheelevator.

Hisexpressionstoic.Aidenwasnotthetypeof

personwhom youcouldn'treadhisexpression.

Hewaslikeanopenbook,Youcouldtellwhen

hewasangry,annoyedandjusthappybutI

couldn'ttellrightnow.Iguesshewaspissed.

Wegottothe10thfloorandgotoff.

"Doyouknowwhatyouaredoing?Doyouhave

anideaofthetypeofpersonJasonis?"Hesaid

aswegottohishotelroom.Theeventwasheld

inthehotel'sconferenceroom.

"Idon'tneedyouoranyoneelsetotellmewhat

todo.I'm mindingmyownbusiness.Dothe

same"



"Youhavealwaysbeenstubborn"

"CanIgonow?Itseemslikewearedonehere"

"I'm sorryforwhathappenedbetweenus"

"It'sallinthepastnow.Ihaveforgivenyouand

movedon"

"Iknowbutcanwejustmeetoveracupoftea

orlunchandtalk"

"Ifyouwanttotalkaboutusgettingback

togetherthenforgetit.It'snotgoingtohappen.

It'sneverevergonnahappen"



"NeversayneverZenia"

"LookAiden,Iacceptyourapology.Thereisno

needtomeetandstilltalkaboutMary.Iwant

nothingtodowiththepastoryou!"

"Inevergetthechancetoapologizetoyouand

IwouldreallyliketosayI'm sorry.Youdidn't

deserveanyofwhathappenedbackthen.I'm

sorry."

"Fine.Iwouldreallyappreciateifyoudon't

comebacktellingmewhoIshouldorshouldn't

date.I'm abiggirl.Icantakecareofmyself"

"Withthatsaid,Iwalkedout.



IunderstoodhisconcernaboutJasonbutI

couldtakecareofmyself.Ileftthehotelroom

assoonasIcanbecauseIwasstartingtofeel

somehow.ThreeyearsdownthelineandAiden

stillhadsomesortofeffectonme.

Iwentbackhomeandfoundeveryonesleeping,

includingMpho.ThankGodIwouldn'thaveto

explainwhathappenedintheevent.Ikissedmy

babiesgoodnight,wenttotakeashowerand

slept.

ThenextmorningIwokeupanddecidedtogo

dosomegroceriesshopping.Usuallymyhelper

doitforusbutIjustwantedsomethingtokeep

mebusy.Ididn'tsleepawinklastnight.Andit

wasallbecauseofAiden.Ididn'twanthim to

findoutaboutthekids,henceIneededtofind

outtheexactdatehewasleavingtosouth



Africa.

SoI'm walkingdowntheaislessearchingfor

anythingIcouldbuy.I'm actuallybuyingsnacks

forthetwinsastheyhavefinishedalmost

everything.Theyarewithmebecausethey

insistedthattheyneededtoshowmeexactly

whatIshouldbuy.Apparentlytherewasa

certainyoghurtIbuyforthem thattheydon't

like.Myhelperwaswithme,whileMphowent

todohishair.Hewasjustgettingafreshcut.I

wasconcernedthatImightbumpintoAidenbut

Ichoseashoppingcomplexfarfrom wherehe

wasstaying.PlusAidenneverreallyliked

shopping,sohewouldn'tcomehere.

Wewerealmostdonewithwhateverwewere

buyingwhenKaydeninsistedthatweforgothis

favouritecereals.Kaylaalsowantedadifferent



typefrom whatKaydenwaschoosing.Ilet

them.TheyknowthatIhardlyallowthem todo

astheypleasebuttodaywastheirluckyday.

Theyrantothecerealsaislewhilethehelper

followedbehind.Mphoalwayscomplainsthat

I'm alittlebitharshbutheistoosoft.He

allowsthem tohavepeanutbutterfordinner.

Whoallowssuch?Notonmywatch.

IwasreachingforatoothpastewhenIactually

realiseditwasabitfar.

"Letmehelpyouwiththat?"Atallfiguresaid

reachingforthetoothpaste.

Ilookeduptothankhim andrealizeditwas

Aiden.FunnythingIdidn'trecognizehisvoice.

Washestalkingme?



"Ohsorry.Ididn'trealizeitwasyou.Forwhatis

worth,I'm leavingtonight.Callmeifyouwantto

talk.I'm stillusingthesamenumbers"hesaid

ashewalkedout.Hedidn'tseem likehewas

stalkingmethough.HewaswithsomeguyI

didn'tknow.

Iletoutabreath,Ididn'tknowIwasholding

whenheleft.im gladthekidsdidn'tcomeback

whilehewasstillhere.

"Zenia,hereisthenumber.Incaseyouhave

lostthem"

Iwasn'treallylookingtowardshisdirectionbutI

mentallyslappedmyselfhearingthathecame

back.Irushedtogetthepaperhewasgiving



mesohecouldactuallyturnaroundtoleave.

"I'llcallyou"Isaidtryingtosoundconvincing

andthenKaydencamerunningoutof

nowhere,withhissisteronhistailandthenanny

tellingthem nottorun.

"Shit"IwhisperedtomyselfbutI'm prettysure

Aidenheardittoo.

Insteadofrunningtothenextaisle,Kayden

stoppedrightinfrontofAidenandasked"who

areyou?".

HealwaysneverlikeditwhenItalkedtothe

oppositesex.Hewouldbeinquisitiveaboutthe

person,probablytryingtofindouthowweare

related.Hehasneverreallyaskedabouthis

fatherbutIalwayssuspectedhewantedto.



Aidenlookedathim,thenatKaylaandlookedat

meandrepeatedtheprocessatleastthree

times.Hewasntsayingathingbuthishand

wasshaking.Icouldseefrom thesnackshe

washolding.

Kayden'seyesneverlefthiswhileKaylawas

busywithadollshewasholding.

"Theyarenotmine"Ifoundmyselfbreakingthe

silenceandAidenletoutachuckle.

"OhIguesstheyareminethen.Imeanevery

personwitheyescanseethattheyareminebut

thequestioniswhydidyouhidethem from me"

"Wellum...it'scomplicated"



"Ihavetime"

Iinstructedthehelpertogopayandtakethem

tothecar.

"Whywouldyoudomelikethis.Why?"

"IdidthisbecauseIwantedto"Isaidcoldly.

"Youaresoheartless"hesaid,painevidentin

hiseyes,HandsstillShaking.Itriedtoshow

thatIwasnotaffectedbyanyofthis,even

thoughIwas.IknewforafactthatAidenwould

havebeenagreatfatherfrom agetgoifhehad

thechance.WasItooselfishinallofthis?



HetookouthisphoneandCalledsomeone.

"Cancelmyflight.Imighthavetostayherefor

awhile"hespokeandhungup.

Aggg!

Mindthebusinessthatpaysyou

Chapter81

Zenia'sPOV

Iwokeuptosomenoisesdownstairs.Icould

hearthetwins'svoicesandthatofmynanny.I

thenheardMpho'svoice.Iwonderwhatwas

goingon.



Ididn'twanttogetoutofbedearlytodaybut

thenoisepersisted.Iworemygownand

slippersandwentdowntoseewhatwashas

happening.ThefirstpersonIsawwasKayden,

fullydressedandstandingwithhisluggageby

thedoorandhisfavouritetoyontheotherhand.

KaylastoodnexttothenannywhileMphostood

notfarfrom Kayden.

"What'sgoingonhere?"Iaskedmakingmyway

downthestairs.

"I'm goingtomyfather'splace"Kaydensaid

withaseriousface.

Hemethisdadfewhoursagoandallofa

suddenAidenisthebombaroundhere?Trust



Kaydentobedramatic.Iswearhereallygotthis

from hisfather'sside.Theyarealldramatic.

"Wehavebeentryingtoreasonwithhim and

wearesorrywewokeyouupmam"mynanny

said.Shealwayscalledmemam evenafter

severalattemptsofaskinghertocallmeZenia.

"Hewokeupearlytodayandstartedpacking

hisstaff"Mphoadded.

Sowhathappenedwasaftermeetingthekids

attheshoppingcenter,Aideninsistedthathe

wascomingwithmesowecouldtalk.Iended

uptellingthekidsabouthim beingtheirdadand

theycouldn'tevenspendtwosecondsaway

from him.Theywantedtotellhim endless

storiesandaskedifhecouldsleepover.

OfcourseIrefused.Theyweremadbut



eventuallygotoverit.IguessKaydendidn't

reallygetoveritthen.Heactuallysleptearly

lastnight,probablyplottingthisunnecessary

dramaofhis.

"Ohsoyouknowwhereyourfatherstays?"I

askedhim.

Hedidn'tanswerbutjustsulked.

"Lethim standbythedoortillhegetstired.He

willeventuallystopwhateverthatis,heis

doing"Isaidgoingbackupstairs.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandAiden

entered.Kaydenwasalreadytakinghisbag

backtohisroom butuponseeinghisdad,he

threwthebagdownandrantohim.Kaylaranto



him too.Gosh.

Iwentupstairstofreshenupandchangeand

camebacktothekidssittingonhislap

continuingwiththestories.Ididn'twantto

seem likeim jealoussoIjustgreetedhim and

wenttothekitchentogetmybreakfast.The

kidsdidn'tevenlookmyside.

Aidensaidhealreadyatewhenoffered

breakfast.Kaydendidn'tevenwastetimetelling

hisfatherthathewishedtostaywithhim.Kayla

seemedtobetornbetweenchoosingmeorher

dad.AidenlookedatmewhenKaydenstarted

thatsubjectbutIlookedaway.Ifhethinksthe

kidswillgetusbacktogetherthenhehas

anotherthingcoming.Itain'thappening.

Kaydenwillactuallyrealisethathedoesn'twant

tostaywithhisfather.Heisjustexcitedabout



knowinghim,that'sall.WellI'm hopingthat'sall.

Aidenstayedawholemonth.Hedidtellhis

familyaboutthetwinsandAdriantookthenext

availableflightthenextday.I'm prettysurethe

wholefamilywantedtobutknowinghowmuch

wedon'tgetalong,theydecidedagainstit.

Adriandidn'twanttoputthetwinsdown.Their

fatherwasnolongerthefavourite.Adrianand

Mphowerenumberoneonthelist.

Hismothercalledalmosteverydaywantingto

speakwiththem.ShewouldactuallySkypewith

them.IwasntpartofitalthoughIdidallowit.

Theydidapologizebutknowingthatfamily,it

mightnotbefrom theheart.

ItwasagreatfamilyreunionbutAidenkepton

pesteringmeaboutmovingbacktoSouth



Africawiththetwinsalmosteveryday.Ihave

beenthinkingaboutitforquitesometime.He

alsodidn'tstoptryingtogetusbacktogether.I

hadmadeupmymindaboutthat.Itain't

happening!

******

Aiden'sPOV

It'sbeenthreemonthssinceIfoundoutabout

mytwins.Itfeltlikeadream,honestly.Ihave

reallylostallhopeofeverhavingkidsbutthis

wasindeedablessing.ThefactthatZeniahid

them awayfrom mereallyhurtalot.Atthe

sametimeIunderstandshewasmadatme.It

wassortofmyfault.



RightnowIwashappyshehasallowedme

backintheirlives,myfamilytoo.Butwhat

mademehappieristhatIhadmanagedtoget

hertorelocatebacktoSouthAfricawiththe

twins.Iunderstoodherconcernabouttheir

safetyandIalsoensuredthattheyaresafe

whentheyarewithme.Shehadguardsfor

them everywheretheygo.

Iwasallowedtogoseethem everytimeI

wantedandalsotogetthem tomyplace.Butit

wasforalimitedtime.Myfamilywasnotso

happythattheywerealsogivenlimitedtimeto

spendwiththetwins.Theywantedmore.They

actuallywantedthem tocomevisiton

weekendsatcapetownandZeniadidn'tallow

that.

Myfamilysuggestedthatitakehertocourtfor



jointcustodysincetheyfeltlikeshehadmore

poweroverthetwins.Irefused.Ididn'twantto

startawarwithZenia.Eventuallyshewillallow

usmoretimewhenthetimeisright.

AtthesametimeIwastryingtogethertogive

usanotherchance.Shewantedabsolutely

nothingtodowiththat.Iwasn'tsosureifshe

washavingathingwithJasonorwhat.One

nightIaskedhertoaccompanymetoanevent

andtomysurprise,sheagreed.

Thiswasmylastchancetogetherback.After

theeventlateatnight,Idrovehertoherplace.It

wasraining,soIaskedifIcouldcomeinjusttill

therainstops.Sheagreed.iwaitedforherto

closethedoorandpushedheragainstitand

startedkissingher.Thiswasadoordie.IfIdie,

Idie.



Luckilysherespondedwelltothekiss.Itwasa

veryheatedmomentbutshestoppedme.

"Thekidsmightwakeup"shewhispered.

"Let'sgotoyourroom"ididn'twaitforherto

answerbutjustpickedherup,bridalstyleand

tookhertoherroom.Itookherupthestairs.

ThisjustshowshowfitIam.

WellIwasplanningtoshowherwhatshehas

beenmissingalltheseyears.

Thatnightwemadelove,hadcrazyandwild

sexaswellasreunionsexallinonenight.She

allowedmetosleepoversowebasicallyspent

almostthewholenighthavingsex.Itwascrazy



Itellyouandshedidwhisperedhowmuchshe

missedalltheseandme.Itwasagoodsign.

WeevenhadamorningglorysoIwasactually

expectingsomebreakfastinbedsinceIgaveit

alltoher.InsteadIwaswokenupby"thisis

justsex,nothingelse.Idon'twantthetwinsto

seeyoucomingoutofmyroom becausethey

willgetthewrongidea.Sogetdressedand

leave".

SheactuallymeantitsoIleft.Wellshewould

callmewhenshewantedmore.Likeshewould

actuallygobookahotelroom forustohavesex

justbecauseshedidn'twantthetwinsseeing

ustogetherinthehouse.Itshowedhowserious

shewasaboutnotwantingustomakeitofficial.

Shewasinfactusingme,eventhoughitwasn't

thefirsttime.Iwasjustgladshewasdoingit



withmeandnotsomeonelikeJason.

Whatifwehaveallthissexandshecomes

tomorrowtotellmesheismarryingJason?.

Shewascapableofsuch.ButifIalways

perform mybestduringsexthenshemightnot

evenconsideranyotherman,right?

Myfamilyneverstoppedtalkingabouttaking

hertocourt.Havingtoseemyownkidsina

limitedtimewaspainfulbutIdidn'twanttofuck

upmyrelationshipwithZeniasoIrefusedonce

again.Theybelievedtheycouldwinthecourt

caseagainstZenia.Afterourdownfallsome

timeback,wemanagedtogeteverythingback

together.Weweremorepowerfulthanbefore.

MydadevensuggestedcallingIvannaEscobar

forhelpasshewasknowntohavethebest

lawyersaroundtheglobe.Allhermenwhogot



arrestedonsomedrugrelatedchargesalways

walkedfree.Eventhoughwenevermether,our

workingrelationshipwithherwastopnotch.

Mydadwentbehindmybackandcalledher.

Nobodyreallytalkedtoherdirectly.Itwas

alwaysthroughsomeAssistant.Apparentlyhe

toldhertheproblem hewantedtobehandled.I

foundoutthemorningIheardIvannaEscobar

wascomingtotown.

Theoneandonlyhumanbeingthatnoneofus

hasnevermetwascomingtotown.Weallhad

ourownversionsofwhatshelookedlikebut

thiswasscary.Wearetalkingaboutsomeone

whomanagedtogaincontrolofdrugstrade

acrossedtheglobe.Rumourshasitthatwhen

shemeetsagroupforafirsttime,shealways

killaperson.Storiessurroundingthaytheories



areendless.Wedon'tknowwhichoneistrue.

SothemeetingwasinJoziandIfoundoutin

themorning.ThereasonIfoundoutwas

becauseIgotamailinvitingmetoameeting

withher.Adriantoldmewhatdaddidthesame

morningIfoundout.healsogotamail.Sowe

wereallinvitedtothemeetingwithIvanna.

ItriedcallingmydadbecauseIwantedhim to

stopwhateverhewasplanning.Zenianeeded

tobeleftalone.

Heneveransweredmycalls.

WegottothethesaidvenueandfoundpeopleI

neverexpectedtosee.Mydad,mymom,Nadia,

Ray,Rafael,Jamesandsomeotherpeoplewho

werepartofthedrugbusinesses.Peoplewere



nervous.Ididn'tevenhavetimetotalktoRayor

hisbrother.Iignoredthem.

Didn'teventalktomyfamily.Ijustletthem be.

Wewereallanxiousaboutthepersonwho

mightwalkthroughthatdoor.Itcouldbe

Santiago.Idoubthereallydied.Ithinkhefaked

hisdeath.

Mythoughtswerecutshortbythesoundofthe

heelsclickingonthefloor.Theroom went

quiet.Somepeoplecheckedtheirwatches.She

cameattheexacttimeshesaidshewillcome

at.IswearIcouldhearpeoplebreathing.We

waitedpatientlyforthedoortoopen.

Thesoundoftheheelsbecamelouder.Butthey

soundedlikepower.Youcouldtellthiswoman



isnotthetypetobemessedwithbyhowshe

walked.

Thedoorflewopen.Twobodyguardsinblack

walkedin,thenIsaw....waitwhat?ItwasMpho.

BeforeIcouldevenregisterwhatwas

happening,Zeniawalkedin.Yesmybabymama

walkedinwearingawhitesuit.Mphowas

wearingablacksuit.Theyallworeglasses.

Includingthebodyguards

Ithinkeveryoneelsewasshockedjustlikehow

Iwasshocked.Itwaslikeeverythingwas

happeningsofast.Nobodydaredtosayathing.

ThenMphospoke"

"AllhailherGrace,ivannaEscobar.Thefirstof



hername,queenofnarco-trafficking.Protector

oftheRealm.TheUnburnt,BreakerofChains,

andMotherofcocaine.Shedonekilledaman

withherbarehands"

Wow.Ok!SheisindeedIvannaEscobar.Zenia

isindeedIvannaEscobar.Myheartisactually

beatinghundredtimesfasterthannormal.I

mightdieofarrythmiaatthisstage.Raylooked

likehehasseenaghost.Rafaelwasshocked

butitwaslikeheSuspecteditwasherallalong.

Adrianwasimpressed.Mysister,dad,mom and

JameswereinthesameWhatsAppgroupwith

Ray.Theylookedliketheywereprayingforthe

groundtoopenandswallowthem.

Somebodybrokethesilence.Itwasoneofthe

drugdealersinvited.Hestartedlaughing.



"Isthissomesortofajoke?Becausewowit's

indeedfunny"hesaidashecontinuedlaughing.

ZeniaturnedtolookatMphowhowasnow

holdingabook.Heopeneditandshetookouta

gun...wellI'm stillwonderinghowtheguncame

outfrom thatthingthatlookedlikeabook.

Perhapsit'saboxdesignedtolooklikeabook.

WellIwasbusythinkingalltheseunnecessary

thingwhenaloudbangbroughtmebackto

reality.Therewasbloodspatallovermydad

andI

Nadia.ForaminuteIthoughtshehasshotone

ofthem.Ithenrealizedsheshotthelaughing

guy,straighttohishead.Sincehewassittingin

betweenNadiaanddad,bloodwenttothem

andsometoRay.



ThetheoriesaboutIvannakillingapersonon

herfirstmeetingwithagroupwastrue.Imean

damn.

Isthisthegirlwhowasscreamingmynamein

betweenthesheetslastnight?Ipinchedmyself

toactuallyseeifIwasstillalive.Yepverymuch

alive.

"Isthereanyonewhowantstosayanything?

Anyonewhohasacomment,complainor

complement?"Shespokeandnobodysaida

thing.

Shewalkeduptome.Arrythmiastartedagain.I

saidasilentprayer.ItwaslikeIwasmeeting

thiswomanthefirsttimeeverI.TheoriesIheard

aboutIvannawereenoughtomakeanyman

shakeintheirpants.Iwasn'tdealingwithZenia



here.IwasdealingwithIvannaEscobar.

Shegotcloserandbenttogivemeakiss.It

wasaFrenchone,fullofpassionIguess.Then

shewalkedout.Mphofollowedthentheguards.

Okwhatthehelljusthappened?

***************

Theend

***************


