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Icouldhearthesoundoftherainpouringoutside,

thethunderbolt.Icouldtelltherewasabigstorm.

Thepouringshowerwaterwasnothingcomparedto

whatwasoutside,thewaterwasdoingagoodjobin

washingawaymytears.Icouldnotstopscrubbing

mybody,theabhorrenceinmysoulwasgetting

biggerbyseconds.IknewforsurethatIhated

myself,maybeifIdidn'thavesuchatemptingbody,I

wouldn'tbesubjectedtosuchabuseandcruelty.

AfterthatshowerIworemyclothesandmask.The

manwhoIhadjustsexualpleasuredwaslaying

thereonthatbedIneverwantedtoseeagain.To

savethelittledignityIhadleft,Ileftquietly.Atthe

ageof17Ihadsleptwithenoughmena71yearsold

whorewouldhavesleptwith.ButIhadtomakea

livingandsurvivetoointhisjungleofwolves.Ihad

toholdonjustalittlebitlongerifIwantedtomakeit

tilltheend.BymidnightIreachedmyapartment,I

wasoneofthebestplacesintheKasineighborhood.

Itwasa7floorsbuilding.Andtheapartmentswere



anopenplan.Itwasnothingclassicbutitwasaroof

overmyhead,right.Imademyselfacupofcoffee,I

neededtheextraenergytostudy.Iwasdoinggrade

12anditwasthemid-term.EventodayIstillcannot

believethatIshutdowneverymemoryofthebitter

lifewhenitwastimetostudy.At3AmonthedotI

wenttosleepbutasusualItookmyanti-depressent

capsule.Threehoursofsleepwasn'tenoughfora

studentwhowasabouttowriteanexamination,but

itain'tlikeIhadachoice.Ilikedtoremindmyself

thatwhenthegoinggetstough,thetoughgetsgoing

andIwasthetoughest.

Exactlyat600hrsmymyvibratingalarmvibrated.I

woremyjoggingpantsandvest.ThanksGoditwas

theexaminationmonthsoIhad1hrand30minutes

onmyside.Ihittheunendingroad,mostofthe

peoplewerestillasleep,somejoggingjustlikeIwas,

somedrivingtowork.Liketheplumbingteamwhich

wasfixingtheburstedwaterpipefourhousesdown

myapartment.AsusualwhenIwasjoggingbackI

hadthetypicalsteer's,deepdowninmygutIknewI



wasn'tthefavoriteofmostofthewomenintheKasi

neighborhood,astheycallit.Thereasonforthatwas

probablybecausetheirhusbandshadtheireyeson

meEverytimeIwalkedby.Somehadapparently

approachedme,askingabouthowIaffordedtolive

insuchaplace,asusualI'dtell'emmyauntfrom

overseaswaspayingforit.Ifthepeoplecameto

knowisoldmybodyforaliving,they'dsurelykick

meoutoftheneighborhoodorworseburnmeto

ashesliketheoldladywhosufferedsucha

misfortuneafewmonthsagobecausehewas

apparentlycaughtpractisingwitchcraft.
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Theexaminationwasn'thardnoreasybutInailedit

anyways.Iwasonmywayhomewhenmyfavorite

teacher,missKnightcalledmetoaskaboutthe

examination."AsIwassayingstarifyoudon'tget

that90%,Iwilldepriveyouofthatbadge.Don't

disappointmeplease"shesaidwarningly.Shewas

thecoolestteacherinthewholeschool.Everybody

lovedher."MissK,Youain'tgettingthatbadgeback,



it'smine."Isaidsmiling."Iknowyouwon'tever

disappointmestarbutpleasedon'tletyoursuccess

getintoyourheadjustfocusonthebrightpicture.

OK?"

Shesaidpattingmyshoulder."Iwon'tmissK,canI

gonow...YouknowIhavetocatchataxiright"Isaid

glancingatmywristwatch."Ok,don'tforgetwhatwe

talkedabout."ShesaidalittlebitlouderbecauseI

wasmorethanafewinchesaway.

AsusualItookataxihome.Iwatchedastherich

kidswerebeingfetchedbytheirdriversandparents.

IcouldhavebeenoneoftheifonlymyfatherwasI

saneman.Ifonlymymotherwasalive,ifonlyI

hadn'tkilledherallegedlyaccused.EventhoughI

wasn'tfromarichfamily,Istillmanagedtogetinto

oneofthebestschoolaroundAfrica,TheHarmonic

ParadiseSecondarySchool.Theownerorthe

founderoftheschoolchoosestenbeststudents

andgivesthemfreeeducationandIhappenedtobe

chosen.Iwaschosenayear&4monthsagowhenI

wasstilllivingwithmyfatherandmystepmother.



Whoalsohappenstobemyaunt.Theschoolalso

sponsorsfreeuniversitybursariestotenbest

studentsonceagainandIhadtoworkhardifI

wantedoutofthedirtylifeIwasliving.

By2pmonthedotIreachedmyapartment.Iwas

starvingsoIhadmy1%fatfrozenyogurt.Iwas

busymakinggreensaladwhileeatingwhenmy

businessphonebeeped.Itwasamessagefrom

Dolly,myrankmanager,theoneandonlywoman

whointroducedmetothisbusiness.Ireadthe

messageandIcouldn'tbelievemyeyes.Hotel

Paradise,TheoneandonlyhotelParadisé.I've

heardotherprostitutestalkaboutit,apparentlyit's

oneofthebestinthecity.Consideringthefactthat

itwasthecapitalcity,thehotelcouldbeThebestin

thecountry.Themen'sdetailswerethere.Mr

Salvatore.Room225andtheaddress.Iwonderedif

thesurnamewasforrealornotbecausemostofthe

clientusedfakenamesanditwasagoodthingto

hidetheiridentitybecausemostoftheweremarried

orrenownedbusinessmanoreitherpoliticians.I



lookedatthedetailsoncemore.Hehadpaidfor3

hours,it'sfunnyhowIdidn'tevenknowthepayment

indetailsbutIwastheonewhowasgoingtobe

grindingandfakingorgasms.InotedthatIhad3

hourstillthetimetogetreadyandgo.
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remaininghourtogetreadyandgo.Iwasinmylittle

skintightreddress,thighhighblack4inchhills

boots.Madeaneffortinputtingonmakeup,which

bythewayIdidn'tlike.Imadesuretowearmy

ballroommaskandmyovercoatbecausemyoutfit

wasbeyondinappropriate.By5:30Iwasdoneand

thecabwaswaitingformeoutsidethebuilding.It

wascloudyanddrizzling.

ThecardroppedmeoffatTheHotelParadise5:55.I

gotoutandthehotelusherwelcomedme,Iwent

overtothereceptionistwhowasonthetelephoneby

theway,Iputmyhandbagonthecounter."Yes

ma'am,howcanIhelpyou"sheasked."Well,I'mhere

tomeetMrSalvatore"Isaidtappingonmyfoot."Do

youhaveanappointment?"sheaskedimpatiently



andtherewasthislookonherfacethatIcouldn't

fathom."lookmiss,sirdoesn'tmeetstrangers

withoutanappointment,soyoumightaswellgo

backtowhereeveryoucamefrom.I'msorry"she

saidfixingherlipstick."butlook,yoursiris..."

"Excusememiss"avoicesaidfrombehindme."You

mustbe starlight...YouareheretomeetMr

Salvatore,right?"Thevoicesaidanditurnedaround

tofindtheganetorstandingthere."YesI'mStarlight.

DoyouknowwhereIcanfindMrSalvatore."Iasked

walkingtowardshimwithmyhandbag."Followme

misssiriswaitingforyou"hesaid."Wait,Mike...

HowcomeIdonotknowaboutthisandwheredo

youthinkyouaregoing"thatwasthereceptionist.

"lookBianca,wedonotwanttokeepsirWaitingnow

dowe...Webothknowwhatwillhappenifhegets

angrynow,don'twe?Andnonofuswantstolose

ourjobs.SoLetmejustdowhatIwasorderedtodo.

Missfollowme,please"hesaidandifangercould

actuallymakepeopleburstliterally,Iwouldhave

said.Shewasburstingwithanger.Wewalkedover

totheelevatorandhepressedthetopfloorbutton.



Afewsecondslateritopenedandweentered.Itwas

kindofawkwardandthetensionwassothickthat

youcouldactuallycutitwithaknife."IamMikeby

thewayanddon'tmindBianca,allsheknowsisto

justbarkbutshedoesn'tbite,Ipromise"hesaid.I

triedtoholdmyselfbutIcouldnothelpbutlaugh,

theMikeguywasliterallycallingheradogindirectly.

"DoyourealizethatyoujustcalledheraDog"I

askedgiggling."I,Ididn'tmean...bythewayIlike

yourmask,wereyouatsomefancyparty..."And

thentheelevatoropened."Thisisitforme,room

255isontheleftsideofthelobby.Haveagood

night"hesaidbeforetheelevatorclosed.Iwas

standingatthedooroftheroommarked255,Iwas

5minuteslatebytheway.Irandthedoorbellthe

heardafaintvoiceshouting"comein".Iwentinside

andwow,talkofheavenonearth.Theroomwas

ridiculouslyhuge.Thedesignwasfurnitureingold

androyalblue.TheroomorshouldIsaythehouse

becausefromwhereIwasstandingIcouldonlysee

thesittingroom,diningroomandthekitchen.Icould

heartheshowerwaterrunning...Ilookedaround.

Thekitchenwasamazingandmodern.NowIknew



whythegirlsweredyingtogetclientsfromthehotel

Paradisé,athoughtcrossedmymind.Isatdownin

thesittingroomandwaitedforwhomeverwasin

theshowertocomeout.And15minuteslaterIhad

footsteps,Iwasreallystartingtogetannoyed."I

didn'tknowthatyouactuallyreallywearthose

masks"Asvoicesaid,Imeanthevoice.Itwasso

soothing,tender,Icouldgoonbutitactuallydid

somewondersonmybody.SomethingsIcouldnot

figureout."Hi,I'mSalvatore.Youmightknowme"he

saidandIstoodup,hispresencedemandedrespect.

Mindyou,hehadatowelonlywrappedaroundhis

waist.Asifthatwasn'tveryshockingenough,hehad

tobewhiteandso,so,sogorgeous.Suchbeautiful

inaman,itfeltlikecrimetoEvenlookathim.His

eyes...
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seemedtogetmedrawn."Youmightwanttotakea

picture,youknow.ItwillLastlonger."Hesaid,

bringingmebacktoplanetearth.Bringingmeback

tothemainreasonIwasthere,mydutywasto

certifyhimsexualnottodroolorfantasiselikeIwas.



"HiI'mStarlight,you'dbeincontrolorshouldIbe,

baby"Iaskedseductivelywhileputtingmyhands

aroundhisneck."I'msurethat'snotevenyourreal

name,Starlight?.Ohcomeonjustcutthecrap."He

saidsmiling,itwasasifhejustsaidsomethingnice.

"I'mgoingtogetsomethingtowear"hesaid

removingmyarmsaroundhisneck.Offhewas

gone.isatbackdownonceagain,itwasstrange.

Whywouldyouputyourclotheson,onlytotake

themoffinafewminutes.ThinkCorathink,myinner

selfscreamed.Whatisgoingonhere?.Ok,Ihadto

getmyactingstraight.Hecamebackafewminutes

later,inwhitetrackpantsandaseethrough

unbottonedwhiteshirt,hewaswalkingonbarefoot.

"Ok,look,youonlyhavetwohoursleft.Soarewe

goingtodothisornot.Whatsizeareyou,I'vegot

small,media,large...whichoneareyou."Iasked,

impatientlytakingthecondomsoutfrommyhand

bagandflashingthemInfrontonhisface."Neither...

Youreallydon'twanttoknowmysize.Goandtakea

showerandthenwecantalkaboutwhatyouare

herefor...."Hesaidsittingdownonacouch,so

relaxed."Yourwishismycommandsir"Isaidso



irritated.ButIobeyedbecauseitwashistimeandhe

hadpayedforit.AndIknewverywellwhathappened

togirlswhodidn'tpleasetheclient.....page03

comingsoon.Pleaselike,shareandcomment
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Thebathroom,ohhmygoodnessthebathroomwas

outofthisworld.Itwasheavenonearth,italsohad

ajacuzzi.Itookashortshowerthenmadesureto

wearmymask.TheDonmighthavebeenthemost

evilmenI'veevermetbuthemadesuretoprotect

ourIdentityinthecommunity.He'dletushavemost

ofthehourstoourselves.Itwaslikeheknewwe

neededhimmorethanheneededus.Someofus

hadmadeprostitutionasport.SometimesIjust

wonderedifmywayoutwouldworkbecauseonce

youwereintherewasnowayoutunlessyougot

soldtothehighestbidder.Iworetheshirtthatwas

playedformeonthebedasIgotout,therewasa

notewrittenwearthis.ithenwenttothesittingroom,

hewassittinginthedinnertablewithallkindsof

foodlayedonthetable."Comehere,Iorderedsome



refreshmentsandsnacks."HesaidandIobeyed."I

mustsaymyshirtlooksgoodonyou"hesaidbut

therewasthisedgetohisvoicethatIcouldn'tpin

point,ishebeingsarcastic.MyinnerselfaskedbutI

brushedthatthoughtoffandjoinedhimonthetable.

"MrSalvatore,whatisitthatyouwant...ifyouare

notgoingtohavesexwithmethenwhyamIhere?"

Iaskedalerted...
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Ijustgotdivorcedyouknow.Whodoesshethink

sheisdivorcingme,AlonzoJoaquinSalvatore.I

gavethatwomeneverything.Wellofcourseexcept

love...howdoesthatmatter"hekeptongoingon

abouthiswife,itwasmoreofhimtalkingtohimself

thanme."Whydidyoumarryherthen?Imeanifyou

don'tloveher.Whymarryher"Icuthimoff."

Everybodywasdoingitso...ImeanI'm33yearsold

sowhynotgetmarriedandhowdoesthatmatter

anyway.Igavehereverythingeventhoughshe

couldn'tbearmeachild....Anywayhavesomefood

it'sgettingcold."Imightnotknowathingaboutlove

butthereisonethingIknowforsurewomenloveto



belovedandlove."Isaidhavingsomesnacks.It

wasmorelikefoodtome."Bythewaywhydidyou

chooseme...Imeantotalkto"Iaskeduncomfortably

shrugging."Thereissomethingaboutyouthatdrew

myspirit.Youseemednottobelong...Youmustbe

18,right?"Hesaid."I'dbeturning18thiscoming

month."Isaidshortly.Iglancedatmywatchfora

while"bythewayyouhave60minutesleft."Isaid,

therewasthisknottwistinginmytummy."Letus

goinbedthen."Hesaidtakingmyhand.Whatwere

youthinkingCoraZabenathiMaphumulo.Everyman

isthesame,theyalljustwantonethingdon'tthey.

Myinnerselfscreamedsaddened.Ifelttears

threateningtocomeoutbutIheldthemjustintime.

Heopenedthebedcoversandgotin.Ialsodid.We

werefacingeachothersoclosely.Hewas15years

olderthanme,veryoldbutbetterthantheotherman

I'dsharedabedwith,whydoesitmatteranyway.I

justhadtoclosemyeyesandgetitoveranddone

with.ithoughttomyself."Ihatetosleepaloneso,

you'dbehereuntilIfallasleep.Donotworryyour

prettyself.I'mnotgoingtotouchyou"hesaid

brushingmycheekasifhehadjustreadmy



thoughts.Ismiledawkwardly."Ilikeyouhair."He

saidgettingcloser,thatdayIfigureditwasmore

easiertohavesexwithamanthantogetthatclose

toone.Ihadblondehairwithatouchofdarkbrown

butI'djustDyitblackandcurlitupmostofthetime.

"Thanks"that'sallmanagedtosay.Ididnotlikethe

topicofmyhair.ItwastheonethingthatIgotfrom

thatevilmenIusedtocallmyfatherandohhthe

eyestoo."Sowhatmadeyourwifeleaveyou,Imean.

Ifsheknewfromthebeginningthatshewasnotto

getthelovethatshewanted.Whywouldshe..."

Iasked."Iknowwhatyoumean,shemetsomeone.

Theyweremorelikefriends.Idon'tknowhowcome

Ididn'tseeitcoming"hewasonceagaintalkingto

himself."Maybeyoujustdidn'tcareenoughtosee

whatwasgoingon.Imeanwhywouldyoucarefor

somethingyoudonotevenlove.It'sonlylogicalto..."

Hecutmeoffbybrushingmycheek."Youaresuch

abeautifulwoman...youreyesreflectsomuchpain

andsuffering,sadness"hesaidlookingmeso

closelywithemotionsIcouldn'tget."Buttheyalso

reflectsastrong,intelligent,kind-heartedwoman"he



added."Sonowyouarepsychoanalysingme...it's

weird.It'sweirddon'tyouthink?"Iaskedgiggling

uncomfortably."Yourlipsarelookssokissabletoo"

hesaidrunninghiscoursefingeronmylips.Hethen

camecloser,Icouldn'thelpbutclosemyeyes.His

lipstookmine,theyweresosoftandtender."What

areyoudoing,youarenotallowedtokissaclient"

myinnerselfaskedshaking.Mymouth

automaticallygrantedhistonguetoenter.Itwaslike

heknewthecodetoeverycornerandtheaccess

wasgranted.Hehandsonmywaistsentchillsand

electricalshockdownmyspine.Ididn'tevenrealize

thattheshirtwasoff.Hishandsonmyboob.

Rubbingonmynipplewhichwasalreadyhardfor

him.Thenextminutehewasdownthere.Nibbling

andkissingmesotenderly.ThenextthingIknewI

wassoakingwetandshakinglikeadynamite.iwas

screaminghissurnameandbegging.Whateverhe

wasdoingtomefeltsogreatandmybodyandsoul

didn'twanthimtostop.MybrainwhichItrustedso

welltocometomyrescuedidn'tseemtobe

functioningwellatthattime.
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ThenextthingIknewhewasoutofbedandIwas

busybegginghimtohavemerightthereandthen.

Heplanelyrefused,sayingIdidn'tknowwhatIwas

sayingasI'difIwashighonsomedrugor

something.Maybehewasrightapartofme

thought,whateverhewasdoingtomeIwanted

moreofitlikeIneverneededanything.Thesaneme

wouldneverbegamanforhistouch,thesaneme

resentedman,shewasscaredofmen.Therewas

somethingdifferentabouthim,hemademefeelso

aliveandbadatthesametime.Iwasleftaloneon

thosebedshirtsforalmost15minutesamoment

laterhecamebackwithadampclothandwipedme

clean.Nowordswereexchanged,Ifeltsoexposed.

Hethenwentawaywiththeclothandcameback

againthistimehegotundercovers...Iwasstill

nakedandhewasinhiswhitepantsonly.Hehad

tattoosonhisarms,hairedchest,theabbsandthe

sixpackthatcouldlastforalifetime.Butwhy

hadn'themadelovetome,noImeantfuckme



becauseweprostituteshadnorighttobemadelove

to.Wewereloosewhoresattheendoftheday,

right?.Hewasrightnexttome,hisfacesixinches

awayfrommine."CanIseeyouface?"Heasked,

butitallcameoutasawhispertome.Ihad

forgottenIworeamask,hehadnorighttoaskthat

ofme,hehadnon,whywouldheaskmethatwhen

heknewverywellthatmybodyandsoulwasunder

hisspell."Please"hebegged.AndIsawmyhands

handsreachingoutfortheknotatthebackofmy

head.Justlikethat,themaskwasoffandhewas

caressingmyface."YouaremorebeautifulthanI

thought."Hesaid.
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butwhenIwokeupitwas3aminthemorning,Ihad

spentmoretimethanhehadpayedfor.AndwhyI'd

neverknow.Iwaslayingonhischest,hewasso

deepinhissleepthathedidn'thearmeleavethe

bed.Iwroteanotethenleft.UsuallyIwouldhave

tookashowerbutitwastoorisky,thatmencould

askmetohangmyselfandI'ddoitwithouteven

thinkingtwice.Hehadthisdangerousholdoverme,I



couldnothelpmyselfaroundhim.Itookametertaxi

home.Iarrivedat4amonthedot.Itookatwohour

ofsleep,mybodywaskindofaching,twohours

laterIwokeupandtooka30minutesjogandlater

onabath.By7:10Iwaswaitingforacabtoschool,

thanksGodwewereonlygoingtorevisecomputer

scienceandtechnologyorelseIwouldhavefailedif

weweregoingtowritetheactualpaper.Ireached

schoolat8:00.Iwas1hourearly,"HeyZee,Icalled

youyesterdaynightbutyoudidn'tanswer.Ineeded

yourhelponmyLifeorientationproject."Thatwas

AmandaTimber,myfriend,wellrecently.SheandI

meetonemonthagothroughmissKnight.Shewas

anewstudentandIwasaskedtoshowheraround.

WellshekeptonnaggingmeafterthatandIcouldn't

getridofher.That'showwebecamefriends,she

wasayearyoungerthanmeandwhitetoo.Shewas

soaliveandlovely,sobrightwellnotsobrightwhen

itcametopenandpaperbutthat'swhyIwasinher

life,right."Iwenttobedearlylastnight,sorry"Isaid

huggingher."ButZee,thedeadlineistomorrow

morningandIhaven'tgotalotdone.WhatwillIdo.

myparentswillkillme.GodI'msosuspendedfrom



schoolonceagain"shekeptongoingon.Wellshe

hadbeensuspendedfrom4schoolsinthelasttwo

years.Herparentswereneveraroundthatmuchbut

theymadesureshehadeverythingsheneeded.She

hadthemansiontoherself."Youcouldcomewith

metomyapartmentandthenIwillhelpyouwith

yourprojectbeforeIgotowork"Isaid.Allthe

necessarypeopleinmylifethoughtsthatIwas

workingatsomeeateryintownandIintendedto

keepitthatway."OhhthankyouZee,youarethe

bestfriendinthewholeworld."Shesaidkissingme

allovermyface...

Salvatore'sPOV

Iwokeupat4am,thebedshirtswerenolonger

warmastheywerewhenIwenttosleeplastnight.I

tookashowerasusualthenhadbreakfast.WhenI

wentbacktothebedroom,InoticedsomethingI

hadn'tseenwhenIwokeup.Therewasalittle

writtenpaper,Ipickeditupandreadit.Itwas



written:YOUAREAGOODMANSALVATOREAND

DON'TBOTHERLOOKINGFORMEBECAUSEYOU

WON'TFINDME.Itmagicallyputasmileonmyface,

"Isurewouldn't,likehellIwouldhave"Ithoughtto

myself.Myphonerang,thecallerIDwaswritten,

Telescope."Sure,what'sthegoodnews?"Iasked."

Boss,wehavefoundthesnitch,guesswhoitis"he

said."Idon'thavetimeforjokesKevin,justdoyour

fuckingjobandtellmewhoitisthisinstant

moment"Isaidthroughmygrittedteeth."Hade

bozza,wellit'shasbeenyourrightmanallalong,

lonewolf.Boss,sowhatdowedonow."Heasked."

Makesurehecomestomyhousewarmingtonight,

gotothemortuaryandfetchmehismother'sbody.I

needitatmybasementbythetimeIgetthere,

beforemyguestsgetthere.Iwanttoseethe

bustardsfacewhenImakehimeathismother's

longdeadvagina"Isaidthenswitchedoffmyphone
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Cora'spov



"Code5,beatthedepartmentat6pmsharp"that

wasthemessageIgotfromDolly,myrankmanager.

Well,theDon,mybosshadaboutfiveranksof

prostitution.Thefirstrankhadthosehetrustedthe

mostandwhohadbeenwithhimforalongtimeand

whodidajobwelldone.Itwaslikeinschool,youget

yourpasscertificateanddone,you'reinthenextbest

rank.Themoneywasbetterasyouweregoingup.In

eachranktherewereaboutatotalof20girlsor

morebutnotmorethan25.Everyrankhadan

assignedmanagerandformyrankitwasDolly.She

was35yearsofageonmyguess.TheDonhadan

internetwebsitewherebyhegetstoadvertiseus

hisgirlsashewouldcallus.Thedealsweremade

there,ithadalltheunholytrinityyoucouldthinkof,

eachrankhasamaxofamonthtobeontheweb

andbebought,eachrankhadamonthtothere.

Whileyouarenotontheweb,itwasthestreet

prostitutionorstripclubsorthebachelorparties.My

rankmonthendedLastnight.TheDonalsohad

trackingdevicesinsertedinthebackofourheads.



Therewasnoescapingthatlife.Ilookedatthe

messageonelasttime."See...Thankswasn'tso

hardnow,wasit."IaskedslightlyhittingAmanda's

head.Wehadcomebackfromschoolandshewas

atmycrib,doingherproject."Heydon'thitmyhead

likethat...itwashardok."Shewhinedlikeababy."

It'sallinyourbrainAmanda...There'snothingso

hard,climatechangejustneedsyourgeneral

knowledge.EvenifyouwenttoGoogleitwouldhave

toldyouthesamething"Isaidchewingonmynon

fatcheesesandwich."IwishIwaslikeyou,no

actuallyIwishIwasyou.Lookatyoureyes,your

flawlessskin,yourhugebehind,yourwidehips.Your

bread..."."okstopit,I'msosickofthis.Everybody

wantstobemebuttheydon'tknowme,youdon't

knowme.Youdon'tknowwhatIwentthrough,what

I'mgoingthrough.WhatIhavetofacebehindthe

closeddoors.I'manorphanforGod'ssake..."Ok,by

thelookonherfaceIrealizedIhadjustsaid

enough.therewasathicktensionforawhile."I'm

sorry....didn'tmeantoshout.It'sjustthatIgetso

emotionalwhenthe..."Icouldn'tfinish,icouldfeel

tearsthreateningtocomeoutbutlikeabiggirlIwas



Iheldthemin.
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Thehousewasattheseeview,infactIhadmyown

privatebeachside.ItwasAustraliandesigned,on

themountaintop,youcouldactuallyjumpfromthe

pooltothesea.Ithadfivebedroomsandseven

bathroom.Anopenplangaragewhichcouldfit

aboutsixcarsmax.Itwaseveryfamilyman'sdream

exceptthefactthatIwasnotafamilyman.Itwas

around7o'clockwhentheguestsarrived.The

basementwaslongsetup.Iwasinmyofficewith

mybusinesspartnerswhen,wewerediscussing

somebusiness."soasIwassayingthemerchandise

willbearrivingaround9:00tonight.AsforyouTony

thereisnoextramerchandiseyouwillbegetting.I'm

chargingyouforyourlastmistake,gentlemenmake

surethatyourbuyersstaythehellawayfrommeor

elseyouwillsuffertheconsequenceslikeTony."I

saidstandingupfromthechair."Kongmyman,

comeone.HowwouldIhaveknownthatthatjunkie

wouldgetincontactwithyou.Comeonmyman."He



said."Gentlemenmyworkhereisdone,ifyou'd

excuseme."Isaidgettingout."kongmymancome

on..."Hebeggedfollowingme."Stopbegginglikea

fuckingwetpussyandmanup.AndifIwereyouI'd

becareful,thingscouldgetalotworsethanthis"I

saidpattinghisshoulder."Whatcouldbeworse

thanthis"heaskedchuckling."whoknows,you

couldwakeupinhellinsteadofearth"Isaidthenleft.

Theentertainmentwasfullofguests,mybusiness

partnersonthegoodsideofthelaw."GuysIhope

youareenjoyingthepartyandofcoursethebooze

theonlythingthat'smissingisjustsomestrippers

forusthesingleman"Isaidfakingagiggle."Boss

thebasementisready,lonewolfisalreadythere."

Telescopewhisperedintomyear."Ladiesand

gentlemenifyou'dexcuseme''Isaidleavingthe

entertainment.Thebasementwasdimmerinlight

thanthewholehouse.Therewasatablesetfortwo

there.Hewasalreadysittingdown,thebarstardhad

thenervetodoublecrossme,TheKingKong.AfterI

pickedhimupfromthestreets,raisedhimuplikehe

wasmyownbrother.ToobadIwassofondofhim.



"Kong,myman"hesaidstandinguptogivemea

shoulderhug."Heykid,howhaveyoubeenholding

up.Youknowsincethemallincident."Iaskednot

reallyinterested."I'mtryingbrother...Whyarewe

hear."Heaskedasweweresittingdown."Ijust

wantedtoletyouknowhowmuchIappreciateyou

andyourroyaltytomeandmybusiness.ithoughtwe

shouldhavedinnertogether,asbrothers"Isaid

lookinghimstraightintheeyes.Therewassome

hiddenrage,fearandsadnessinthem."Soshallwe

digin,"Iaskedwhileunveilingmydish.10minutes

laterhesaid"wowbrother,youmusthavehiredone

ofyourItalianchefs.Thesteakissotenderand

scrumptious."Hecomplicated."I'mgladyoustill

enjoysuckingonyourmother'sbreasts,brother.One

thingIdidnotknowisthatyoualsoenjoyeatingold

wrinkleddeadflesh."Isaidwipingmylipswhile

flashinghimoneofmybestsmiles."Youarekidding

right"hesaidchucklingunbelievingly."Ifthisisone

ofthosefacesIwearwhenIamkiddingthanyou

cancontinueeatingyourtendersteak."Isaidthan

stoodup."Youtwistedbarstard.Youmotherfuc.....

Hecouldnotevenfinishsayingthat,thenextthingI



knewhewaspukingallovertheplace.Thenhe

cameonchargingonmebutwithjustonepunchhe

wasonthefloorwithableedingnose."Doyouknow

howmuchmoneyI'velostbecauseofyourass.The

wholecontainerCarlos.Myfuckingcocaine,youtwo

facedsnitchingbarstard."Ishoutedholdinghimby

hisshirtcollar."Youkilledmymotheryoudevil's

advocate.TheonlyfamilyIhadleft."Heshouted

back.Wellaweekagotherewasashootingatthe

mallbetweenmyguysandourbusinessrivals.His

motherhappenedtobethereandhewas

accidentallyshot.Wewerenotsurewhoshothim

exactly."Telescope,Iwanthiseyesandtongue

ASAP.I

Myworkhereisdone.
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WellIhadgonetothemeetingearlierthatday,when

Amandahadjustleft.Themeetingwasabouthowto

attractclients.Thenewtipsinthegameandabout

whatwhatwewereassignedtodoinwithinthefew



monthswewereoffline.Iwasassignedtoworking

inthestreetsforthetwomonthsthethirdmonth

wasmyleaveandIwastoworkinthestripclubthe

nextone.Itwasgoingtobemyfirsttimeworkingin

thestripclub.TheDonhadsoaboutsixclubsin

townandfourofthemhadstrippers.Itwastwelvein

themiddleofthenightandIwaspreparingformy

lastEnglishexaminationpaper.Ithoughtcrossed

mymindormorelikesomeonecrossedmymind.

Salvatore,sincethatnighthehadbeenintoxicated

mybrain.Hismasculinebody,hiseyeslastlybutnot

least,whathedidtome.Ifoundmyself

unconsciouslybitingmylips."Whoareyoukidding

Cora"myinnerselfaskedindisappointment."Heis

notyourandhewillneverbe.Youarejustalittle

prostitute"anotherthoughtstingedmymind.Iknew

fromthenthatIhadtoforgetaboutthatnight,he

hadalreadydidanyways.It'swas0100hrsinthe

morningandIwasfeelingsleepy,soItookashower

beforegoingtosleep.

Salvatore'sPOV



Themerchandisewasdeliveredanddistributed

withoutanyhustles.Thepartywentwell,and

Telescope'scrippledbodywasdeliveredtosome

NGOintown.Butstilltherewassomethingwrong

withmysleep,Icouldn'tshakethefeelingthatithad

todowiththatgirlbutIignoredthefeeling.Inthe

morningIwokeupandtookajogwithmy

bodyguardsbehindme,theonlydifferencewasthat

theywereinthecar.Ilikedtojog,itclearedmymind

justabit.Ihadmybreakfastandshowerwithin30

minutes.ThemyphonehadtoringjustwhenIwas

wearingmypants."Papa"Iansweredlaughing."

Heydon'tcallmethatyousonofabitc...ofagun"he

almostchoked."Youknowyouwererightthefirst

time"Isaidnotsolaughing."Sheisstillyourmother

youknow"hesaidseriously.Iputmyphoneonloud

speakerthencontinuedwithwhatIwasdoing."Let's

nottalkaboutthat,notnow...AnywayshowcanI

helpyou?"Iasked."Can'tafathercallhisson

withoutbeingsuspectedofaskingforsomething"he

askedinahuskyvoice."Ohhcomeonfather,Iknow



youlikeIknowthemoleonmyass"Isaid

chuckling."Youarestillasonofagun,you

motherfudge"hesaidIcouldn'thelpbutlaugh.He

hadthisgentlemancodewithinhim."Anywaysyour

littlebrothercalled,he'shostinganengagement

party.Heaskedforyourpresence."Hesaidona

seriousnote."Iknewit...anywaystellhimI'llbebusy

onthatday"Isaidputtingmywristwatchon."Don't

beajerk,youdon'tevenknowthedate"hesaidandI

couldtell,theoldmanwaspissed."I'llbebusyon

whateverdatehe'dchoose.Heismyhalfbrotherby

theway.Hismotherleftmeonyourdoorstepthe

samedayIwasborn."Isaidemotionless."Don'tbea

baby,thatwas33yearsagobesidesthelasttimeI

checkedyouandyourbrothersandsisterwerein

goodterms.Sowhat'sthisnewdramaabout."He

asked."Iwasjustpullingyourleg.emailmethedate

andI'llseewhatIcandoorjusttellSibonisotocall

me"Isaidthenhungup,justtogetundertheold

man'sskin.Hehateditwhenpeoplehunguponhim.

Ihadtwohalfbrothersandasister.Mysocalled

motherwasworkingformyfatherafewyearsago,

asamaid.Shewasmarriedtomysiblingsfather,



Dlamini.Theyhadoneson,Sandile.Whodoesnot

likemethatmuchbytheway.Myfatherfellinlove

withher,thenshefellpregnant,fewdaysearlier

beforeIwasbornshefoundoutthatmyfatherwas

athug.That'sthereasonwhysheleftmeathis

doorstepthedailywasborn.Shewentbacktoher

husbandwhoshewasplanningtoleavebeforeshe

foundoutthatmyfatherwasathug.Apartofme

resentedthatwomenbutsomestillsaidshewasmy

mother.AnhourlaterIwasatheclubParadisé,

checkingthestockandthemonthlyincomebook

andnotforgettingthecameras.Cameraswerea

crucialpartofthebusiness,ifyouwereinmytypeof

businessline.

Cora'spov

IhadbeentwohourssinceI'vebeenstandingonthe

streets,thereweresetupspotswhereweweretold

tobe.Therewasasetuptentneartheroad.We

weretenthere,thestarsandthemoonwereshining

sobright.Theonlystablethinginmylife.I

rememberedthetimemyauntandIusedtostayon



theporchforafullhourjusttowatchthestarsand

moonwithabowlofpopcorn.Justbeforemyworld

camecrumblingandcrushingdownonme.
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AnhourlaterIgotaclientandwedrovetohishouse

insomefancyneighborhood.Heseemedscared.

Likeitwashisfirsttimewithahooker."Relax

sweetheart,I'mgonnatakegoodcareofyou"I

whisperedtohisear,wewerenowinhisroom.I

seductivelypushedhimtohisbedandgotontopof

him.""I'mgonnatakegoodcareofyou"Isaidtaking

hispantsoff."Ohhk"hesaidinaShakeyvoice.Idid

whatIwaspayedforandtookataxihimthe

morning.SincetheschoolswereclosedIhadplenty

oftimetomyself.Iwasblastingmywhole

apartmentwithsomemusic,justtorewindabit.I

wassingingintheshower.AfterthatshowerIwore

mytightskinnyjeansandmyknittedsweaterand



sneakers.Iwastogototownintheafternoontobuy

mymonthlygroceriesandnecessitiessinceIgotmy

monthlypaymentlastnight.Theweatherwasquite

chillythatday.Imadeamentalnotetogotochurch

onSundaysinceitwasSaturday.Itriedbyevery

meanstomakemylifenormal.Ifdidn'tIwassurely

goingtogocrazy.Ididsomestudyingforthenext

comingterm.Itwasveryhelpfulformetostudy

earlybecauseIhadlesshourstomyselfthenthe

restofthestudents.3hourslaterIwasdone.I

decidedtowalktothemainroadandtakeataxi

fromthere,sinceIcouldn'thavemyusualmorning

jogthatday.

Salvatore'sPOV

"ComeonTelescope,it'snotlikesheisaCIAagent

orsomething.Sheisjustamaregirl,Ineedyouto

findher.Ifyoucannotdoyourjobproperlyjustlet

meknow.I'llhiresomeonewhocan"Isaidpissed

off.Telescopewaspersonalinvestigator,whocould

findjustaboutanyone,anywhere,anythingwithout

asnapofafinger.Butthatdayhefailedmiserably,I



hadaskedhimtofindoutwherethewomenIhireda

fewdaysagolivedandwhoexactlyshewas.Iknow

shehadtoldmethathernamewasstarlightbutthat

soundedlikepurebullshittome.SincethatnightI

havebeenturningandtossinginmybed.Shehad

thisholdovermethatIcouldn'tfathom.Iwanted

answer,Iwantedtogetitoveranddonewith.Iwas

notthekindofmantogetattachedtothingslet

aloneawomenandshewasworsethanthat,which

drovemeevenmorefarthermad.Icouldseeher

lightbrowneyesandhair,whatnonsensewasthat.I

couldstillfeelhersoftlipsagainstmine,itwassuch

atorment."Boss,I'mworkingonitbutthere's

nothingonthiswomanyourtalkingabout.Theweb

addressyougavemehavegotnewgirlswhichwere

uploadedthenightyouwerewithher.Thepicturewe

drewdoesn'tmatchanyofthesegirl.Thecabonthe

camerasisownedbyTheDon,itappears.Icouldn't

getmuchinformationfromthedriver,bribedidn't

work.Sheisnotonsocialmediaeither.Areyousure

sheisevenalive"heexplained."Idon'tpayyouto

questionme,justdowhatIpayyouforKevin"Isaid

thenhungup.Ishouldhaveknownthatshewas



workingfortheDon,ofcoursethelooks,the

neatness.Shewaspure,onlyTheDonownedclean

hookers,hedidn'twanthisgirlsondrugseitherway

shedidn'tseemlikesomeonewhowouldwasteher

lifeondrugsevenifshehadtherightto.shelooked

likeasmartgirl.Shewassmartindeedtohaveme

thinkingabouthernonstop.4hourslaterIwastaking

ashowerinmynewhousewhenmymobilephone

rang,Iquicklygotoutoftheshowerandwrappeda

towelaroundmywaist,itwasonmybed.Itookit

andansweredonthesecondring."Hello"Isaid."

Bigbrother,areyouStillcomingtothepartyorwhat"

Sibonisoasked,therewastoomuchnoiseinthe

backgroundandhesoundeddrunk.",Shittheparty,

whattimeisit"Iaskedsearchingformywrist

watch."It's7:00pmbrorelax.There'salotofbooze

here.Justbringyourass."HesaidgigglingbutI

reallydidn'tCatchthejoke."OkI'llbethereinajiffy"

Isaidthenhunguponhim.Letmetaketwomore

hourstomyself.Myinnerselfsaidarrogantly.An

hourlater
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preparingmyItaliandinner.Ihadmydinnerthan

fresheneduptohittheparty.Icouldusesome

destruction,Ihaven'tbeenmyselflately.Ittookme

anhourtogettothevenue,Sibonisohadbookedthe

wholerestaurantintheneighborhoodtheylivedin.

Hewasauniversitylecturer.Sandilewasan

engineer.TheylivedanormallifewhileIontheother

sidehadtolookbehindmybackwheneverIwasout.

SandilewasmarriedtoaschoolteacherMonella,

whileSibonisowasrecentlyengaged.Iontheother

sidewasdivorcedandsingle.Therestaurantwas

blastingwithmusic.Therewerealotofblackpeople,

Inoticedafewwhitedandcoloured,whileIonthe

othersidedidn'tknowwhichraceIdeletedin

becausemymotherwascolouredwhilemydadwas

whitebutIlookedmorewhitethancoloured.Infact

therewasnothingthatshowedthatmymotherwas

coloured.WhenIwaslittlemyfathersentmetolive

inItalywithmygrandmaandgrandpa.Icameback

whenIwasseventeenanddonewithhighschoolthat

waswhenImetKyleandfellinlovebutthat'sastory

foranotherday.Iwasstandingonthedoorway

whenIsawSibonisoapproachingmyway."Bigbro,



youarereallyhere"hescreamedhuggingme.He

wasreallyhighonbooze."Hey"Isaidshoulder

hugginghim."Sowhereistheboozeandthegirls

you'vebeennaggingmeabout"Iaskedtakingafew

stepsin."Thegirlsareinthehousetheboozeis

overthere,comeletmeshowyou.Hereisthebar

tender"hescreamedaswereachedthebar.Hewas

literallydraggingmethere.Iwasnottheguyof

manywords,Infrontofstrangers.Itookahighchair

Infrontofthebartablecounterandhedidthesame.

"Sowhereisthewifetobe"Iasked."There'sno

wayI'mshowingyoumywifey,notafterwhatyou

didwithmygirlfriend."Hesaidsippingonhisdrink."

Rocksonthebeach,please"Iscreamedtothebar

man."Firstlyshewasnotyetyours,shewasjust

someloosegirlwemetintheclub...Shewillinggave

herselftome.Shewasnotmytypeeither"Isaid."

Hey,Ilikedthatgirl...Butyeahyouarerightshewas

justsomeloosecunt.Butyouhadnorighttoseduce

hertoyourbed"hescreamed."ComeonIsaved

yourassyoungbrother,youdidn'tlovehereitherand

ithadbeenlike...oneweeksinceyoumet?"I

screamedback.Themusicwasreallyloudinthere."



Ithadbeenafulllongmonth,shewassuckingmy

pocketdry."Hescreamedlaughing."Whereis

Sandile"Iaskednotreallyinterested."Hehadtogo

homeearly,hiswifeispregnantremember?"Hesaid.

"Oh,Ididn'tevenknow"Isaidnotsosurprised."You

guysreallyneedtomendyourrelationship.Youare

brothersforcryingoutloud"hesaidseriously."

WhatcanIdowhenhecan'tbeabrotherofa

gangster."Isaidchuckling."Don'tsitthereand

pretendlikeyoutrycauseIknowyoudon't...And

youroldladysaidHi"headded.Atthatinstant

momentIfoundmyselfclenchingmyjaws."Yeah

right,wherearethegirlsbro..."Isaidignoringthe

twistinmyintestines."Ohhthegirls.Letmefind

yousome"hesaidstandingup,hewasalready

stumblingandithadn'tbeen12:00yet,thenightwas

stillyoung.amomentlaterawomanoccupiedachair

hewassitting,sheturnedtofaceme,crossedher

legs.Shewasinhermid20sifIwasnotwrong.She

wasprettyandslenderbuilt."HimynameisNina"

sheintroducedherself,extendedherhandfora

handshake."Hello,NinacanIbuyyouadrink."I

askedshakinghandseductively."Mynameis



Alonzobytheway...Imustsay,youlooksolovely."I

added.Wehadthesamedrinks.Wetalkedaboutthe

wheather,cars,food,herJoboccupation.Afew

hourslaterIfoundmyselfdrivingtothenearest

hotelwithherinmycar.Weweresoeagerthatthe

timethehotelroomdooropenIfoundmyself

pinningheronthewall.AfewminuteslaterIwas

makingherscreamedonmybedshirts."Ahhhyes,

yesAlonzo.Ohhyes."ShewasscreamingandIwas

thrustingsoroughly.Herlegonmyshoulder.We

hadafewroundsuntilIfellasleep.Itwasweirdhow

IkeptseeingStarlightsfaceeverytimeIthrusted.

ShewasnothinglikeStarlightbutshewasawoman

too,shewasnotsonaiveandpure.Herskinwasnot

sosoftlikehersbutshehadwhatIwantedatthe

moment.EverytimeIfeltlikefucking,shewasthe

oneIwouldcallandshewouldwillinglyoblige.Ithad

beenweeksandtherewasstillnohopeoffinding

starlight.UntilonefatefulnightIreceivedacall

fromTelescopewiththegoodnewsIhadbeen

waitingfor,forthepastfewweeks.Iknewfromthen

thatnothingwouldeverbethesame.



Cora'spov

Schoolswereopenedup,inaweek'stimethe

harmonicParadiseSecondarySchool'sownerwas

tovisittheschoolforthesecondtimethatyear,the

purposeofhisvisitwastointerviewthestudentsfor

theuniversitybursarieswhichweretocoverallof

thestudentsneed.IhadappliedforNSFAsbursary

toobutthatonewasbetterthanthatofNSFAS.I

havebeenstudyingnonstopfortheinterviewplus

thestrippingthing,mylifewasalivinghellduring

thosemonths.Ialsohadtoprepareforthenext

comingexaminations.SometimesI'dfindmyself

thinkingitwasbettertodiethantocontinueliving

likethat.Ifinallywettosleepat2:00inthemorning

notforgettingtosetupthealarmbuttherewasone

thingIforgotand...

Hewasontopofmewithaknifeonhislefthand.He

wasalreadynakedandreadyforme.Theangerand

rageinhisfacewaslikeablazingfirethatnight.His

bigthingwasalreadyup."Nofather,father,no

please.I'llgofindmommy.''Iwaspleadingwithhim



inagonybutthatseemedtoaddgasolineonthe

alreadyblazingfire.Hetearedupmyvestand

underwearwiththeknife.Icouldfeelthetipofthe

knifescratchingmyskin."Youkilledmywife,you

littleslut"heshoutedslappingmesohardacross

myface."Butdon'tworry,youlookjustlikeher.I'll

marryyouoneday"withjustthosewordshe

penetratedintomyvagina.icouldn'thelpbutscream

outloudandscratchhisback....Iwokeupscreaming

andrealiseditwasjustanightmare.Hewasnot

there.Iwassoakingwetandtearskeptonescaping

myeyes.Itookmyanti-depressentcapsuleandheld

ontomypillowtightlybeforemycapsuleknocked

mebacktosleepagain...
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Narrated...

Salvatorehadreceivedacallfromhisfriend/PI,who

eventuallyhadspottedstarlightatthemallshopping

andhavebeenpinninghermoveforalmostthe

wholemonthandofcourseSalvatorewasangry



withhimfordelayingsuchnews.Kevintoldhim

whereshelived,whereshewenttoschool,whereshe

works,herfriends,whenshecamebackfromthe

stripclub.Heknewalmosteverythingabouther.

ThatnightSalvatorecalledherdadtoarrangefora

meeting.

Salvatore'sPOV

Myfatherlivedinagatedcommunitywithalotof

security.Youhadtopassthroughtwogatesbefore

gettingtotheactualhousewhichalsohadhisown

personalguardsmen.Thedesignofhismansion

wasthatofthe90s.Itwashugeandhelivedalone

withhisguardsmen,asenator,adriverandaCook.

Whooccupiedthebackyardguestshousebythe

way."Father,fatherwhereasareyou?,"Ishouted

pouringmyselfthebrandybesidethestaircase."

Juniorsir,seniorsirisinhisoffice"Thesenatorsaid

approachingmyway."ThankyouMrKumar"Isaid

walkingtothedirectionoftheoffice.Iknocked..."

Youknowthecode"hesaidfromtheinside.I

punchedthecodeandconfirmedwithmy



fingerprintsandthedooropen."Reallyyoushould

changethisthing,it'screepy"Isaidwalkinginside."

Lookwho'stalking,themanwhofeedspeopleold

deadfemaleprivateparts."Thedevilsaidlaughing."

Don'teventrytogothere...whatareyoudoinginthis

mancave"Iaskedafteralongtimeofstaringinto

eachother'seyes."Doingsomeresearchonmy

students.Bythewhatdoesthesonofagunwant

fromme."Heaskedstandingup."Thewayyousay

itmakesmethinkofyouastheschoolprincipal,let

megetdowntobusinessbecauseyouseemlikea

busymanMrSalvatoresenior"Isaidchuckling."Ok

outwithitalready,"hesnappedcuriously."Relaxold

manorelseyouwillgetaheartattack"Isaidsitting

downontheLshapedcouch.Hewasafanofwhite

whileIlikedblack."Doyouremember15yearsago

whenyouaskedmetojointhefamilybusinessbutI

wantedtostartmyownthing."Iaskedslightly

sippingonmydrink."Yeahman,so..."Heasked

casually."WellI'vebeengivingitalotofthoughtand

Iwanttotryitout,whoknows.Imightloveit"Isaid

shruggingmyshoulders."Reallyson...Whoareyou

tryingtofoolhere,isitmeoryou.TheKongIknow



wouldneverevermentionthewordlove,I'mhardly

60andit'snotlikeIamdying.Youhaveopenedthe

grandesthotelinthecountry,nottomentionthe

clubs,therestaurantandthelodgeWhywouldyou...

Didyouthinkthisliethroughbeforeyouactually

trieditonme"heaskedlaughing."Ok,ok,ok.Damn

howcomeyouknowmesowell..."Isaidrunningmy

fingersthroughmyhair.IwascaughtitwaseitherI

gohomeorgohonest."You'remysonJoaquinI

raisedyou"hesaid,thesituationwasemotionaland

Iknewitbecausehecalledmebymysecondname

whichheusedwhenhewasserious.Therewas

silenceforawhile."Ireallyneedtointerviewthe

studentsinsteadofyouDad...please"Isaid,Ihated

sayingplease."Desperationain'tattractiveKong.

Thisismybusinesswe'retalkingabout.Therearea

lotoffilestogothroughanythere'salittletimeleft.

That'snoteventhepoint...whyexactlydoyouwant

tobemysubstitute?"Heasked."Youtrustmeright...

YouknowI'dneverdoanythingthatcouldsubottage

yourbusiness."Iasked,myhandonhisshoulder.We

werenowsittingonthesamecouch,facingeach

other."IknowbutIstillwanttoknowwhy"hesaid



withasigh."Okay...there'sthisyoungwomanImet

weesago,welostcontactandIsuddenlyfoundout

shewasthere.SoI'vebeenthinkingofawaytomeet

herwithoutgettinghersuspiciousofme."I

explained.Itwasnottheentiretruthbutatleastit

wasnotalieeither.Ihateddoingthattotheoldman.

"Ok...Here'sadeal.MyPAwillemailyouthefiles

andyouwillgothroughthem,thesamegoesforme

too.Andyouwillemailmethesummaryafterthat.If

thinkyouareworthit,youwillgothere.ButImust

warnyou,it'snotakidsplay.Spending6hoursina

schoolfullofkids....imaginetheentireweekof

doingjustthat.Soareyougame?"Heasked

extendinghishandforahandshake."I'malways

games...thanksoldman"Isaidshoulderhugging

him."Thisyoungwomanyoujusttoldmeabout...

Areyousureshedidn'tfeedyoualoveportion."He

askedgiggling."Wellthat'swhatplanningtofind

out"Isaidjokinglybutsomepartofmewasserious.

Somepartofmereallywaspuzzledbythesudden

changeofmyfeelings.ThemorningIfoundthenote

IwassosureIwouldneverlookforherbutthere

wassomethingaboutherthatdrewmein....Few



dayslater

Thefirstdayoftheinterviewhadarrived,the

studentswereexcited,somewerenervousjustlikeI

was.Thatmorningtheprincipalgatheredallthe

studentsintotheschoolassemblyhall.Hewasto

announcethetoptenstudentsinalltheclassesfor

theLastterm.Ireallywasn'tinterested,mymind

keptdriftingofftothepersonibumpedinto

yesterdayevening,Icouldn'tseehisfaceproperly.It

wasdarkandhewasinahoody...Iwastakinga

shortjogjusttopreparemybodyforthestrippole

whenIbumpedintohim.Hemurmuredsorrythen

leftmeonmybuttonthepavement.Hisvoice,iwas

sosureIhadhearditfromsomewhere.Andthen

therehadtobethatpsychoticaudienceattheclub

thehadtograbmebymylegwhileIwasonstage

performing,thebouncershadtograbhimanddrag

himoutoftheclub.Makingmesprainmyankle.

Dollyhadtogivemethreedaysoffanddarnitmy

salary?.Thepsychoticmanreallycostmeanarm

andaleg."CoraZabenathiMaphumulo"Ihearda

faintvoiceshoutingmyname,Iwasstillinthemidst



ofmythoughts."Zee,gouponstage"Amanda

shoutedpinchingmyarm.Iwasabitconfusedbut

whenIstoodupitallcametome...ohhthetopten

andtherewerealready9studentsonstagesoI

figuredIwasnumber1againforthepastmonths

sinceIarrivedatHarmonicParadise.Idraggedmy

feetonstagetoreceivemytrophyandcertificate.

Theprincipalgavemeoneofhisbestfakesmiles

andIreturneditbackwithinterest.Speecheswere

madeetcetera.Studentskeptoncongratulatingme

asiftheyweren'tfedupwiththehybridalways

takinghomethetrophies.Someweregenuinebut

mostwere...wellwhocaresbecauseIdidn't.Iwas

justtheretogetmytickettogetmeoutofhell.An

hourlaterwewerereturningtotheassemblyhallon

mywaytherewithZeewenoticedagroupof

studentscheckingoutsomeveryfine,Imeanvery

finecar.SomesaiditwasaFerrari.Ifelttheneedto

usethebathroomsoIwenttothebathroomZeehad

togotothehallalone.Ipeeing,wipedup,washed

myhandsandgotout.Iheadedtotheassemblyhall.

Itwasonthevergethirdfloorofthemainschool

building.Ittookmeafewminutestogetthere...I



wishedIhadthoughtearliertousetheladiesroom

nearthehall,myanklewaskillingme.Froma

distanceIcouldtellthattherewasaspeechbeing

said.Iopenedthedoorandentered,itwassoquiet.I

tookalookaroundsearchingforAmanda.Then

lookeduponstage,whichIstillwishIhadn't.

Suddenlymybreathinghyperventilated.Therehe

was,whywashehere,nowhatwashedoinghere...

Toruinmylife?Afewvoiceskeptgoingoninmy

head.Iwassuddenlyfeelinghot.Icouldn'tbreath."

Heystar,areyouokay...Inoticedyou'vebeen

standinghereforawhilenow...what'swrong"miss

Knightasked."I,i,Iamfinebutwhatishedoinghere"

Iaskedpointingonstage"Ohh...that'sMr

Salvatore'sson,Salvatorejunior.Hisfatherissick,

hesenthiminstead.Wewillbeworkingwithhimthe

wholeweek"missKnightsaidcasually."Thewhole

week"Iaskedunbelievingly."Yes,isthereaproblem

Cora"sheasked."No"Isaidsofastthatitwas

unconvincing.
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"Well,comeandsitdown.There'sasitrighttherein

thefrontrow."NoI'llgositovertherewithmy

friend,Amanda.Yougoahead"Isaidalreadymoving

awayfromher."ButyouareamemberoftheSR...

butnevermind"shesaidhesitatingly.Icouldfeelhis

eyesonme.Thequestion"whatwashedoinghere"

keptonringinginmyheadeventhoughIhadalready

gotananswerforit.HekeptontalkingbutIcould

notherewhathewassaying.Iknewfromthatday

thatnothingwouldeverbethesame,washethereto

exposeme.Yes,hemustbe.ThedaywentonandI

decidedtogotothelibrarytostudysinceIwasfar

frombeinginterviewed.Thelistwassolongandi

wassomewhereinthemiddle."Whatdoyouthink

ofjuniorSalvatore,isn'thehot.Iswearheisthe

hottestguyI'veevermet"Amandawhispered,noise

wasano,nointhelibraryandthelibrarianwasso

straightabouttherules."Isn'theoldtoo...Please

spareme"Isaidscornfully."Mxm,whatiswrong

withyou.Youlooklikeyou'vejustseenaghost"she

saiddramaticallyannoyed."Canwepleasegetback

towork.I'vegotexaminationscomingup.So

please"IsaidthenconcentratedonmyLifesciences



book,atleasttriedto.

Thelastbellrang.AndGodknowshowlongIwas

waitingforthatbelltoring.OnnormaldaysI

wouldn'thavebeensoexcitedbecauseIknewitwas

thatbellthatsentmetohelleveryevening.On

normaldaysIwishedschoolwouldgoonandon.I

putmybooksinmybackpack,webothgotoutof

thelibraryhandinhand."Youshouldridewithme

today"shesaid."Wetalkedaboutthatnow,didn't

we?"Isaidgettingmyhandloosefromhers."Mmh,

youaresuchajerkforabestfriend,youknowthat

right"shesaidpouting,givingmethepuppyeyes

look."It'snotgoingtoworkonme,youknowthat

right"Isaidhugginghergoodbye."BesidesIamnot

Josh"Iaddedalreadywalkingaway."Youareso

dead"shesaidtryingtochasemebutIoutranher."

Yeah,Iloveyoutoo"Isaidlaughing.Herdriverwas

alreadywaitingforherintheparkinglot.Iwassix

inchesnearthegatewhenavoicecalledoutmy

name."HeyCora,comeherewouldyou."The

principalshoutedouttome.Iturnedaroundand

therehewaswiththelastpersonIwantedtoseeon



planetearth.Iwalkedbackwithmyheartthreatening

tocomeoutofmychest.Iwassweatingbutitwas

verycloudyandchillythatday."Sir?"Isaidavoiding

lookingintoHISdirection."SalvatoremeetCora

Maphumulo,ourschoolheadgirlandthenumber

onestudentsofar"hesaid."Nicetomeet

you...Cora."hesaidwithasmirkonhisface.What

wasthatfor,Istilldon'tknow."Nice,meetingyousir.

umhifyou'dexcuseme."Isaidalreadytakingafew

stepsbackwards."ButIthoughtyoumightwantto

askMrSalvatoreafewquestions,sinceIknowyou

tobeinquisitive"theprincipalsaidconfused."No,

nottoday.Sir,I'minahurry"Isaidthenturnedback

onmyway.Icouldn'tbethere,Ididn'twanttobe

there.15minuteslaterIwasstillontheroadhitch

hikingbuttherewasnohope.JustwhenIthoughtI

washavingabadday,justwhenIthoughtthings

couldn'tgetanyworsethanthat.Hesaidtofindme

standingthenandworsehehadtostopby.His

passagedoorrolleduptoopen."Getin"itwasmore

likeacommand."No,thanks"Isaidlooking

everywherebutnothim."Iwasn'taskingyou,I'm

tellingyouto"hesaidchuckling."NoI'mnotgoing



to"Iprotested."GetinbeforeIgetyouinmyself"he

saidclenchinghisjaws."Dowhateveryouwantto

dobutIamnotgettingin"Isaidstandingmyground.

"Ok,youaskedforit"hesaidopeninghisdoor."

Okay!,I'llgetin.Justdon'tembarrassme"Isaid

gettingin.Heseemedpissed,sonotthemanIsaw

laughingwiththekidsafewmomentsago.He

pressedsomebuttonandthenthedoorsboth

closed.Thecarwassoclassic,Ijustdidn'tbelong

there.Iputmybackpackonmythighs,aftermaking

surethatmyskirtwasreachingouttomyknees.He

movedhisbodyclosertomine,hisotherhandonmy

otherside.Ifoundmyselfshuttingmyeyesand

holdingontighttomybackpack."Relax,Iwasjust

bucklingyouup"hesaidsmiling,thereitwas.That

smile,whichmademyinsidetingle."Whereareyou

takingme?"Iaskedangry,puzzledandangryatthe

same."I'mtakingyouhomeofcourse"hesaid

casually.Thecarwassofast,ittookhalfthetimeI

usuallygethomeby.HestoppedthecarrightInfront

ofthebuildingilivedin.Waitaminute,howdidhe

knowhowIlived."HowdidyouknowwhereIlived"I

askedlookingathimstraightintheeyes.Hejust.



Laughed."Ididn'tCatchthejoke,sowhat'sfunny"I

asked."Maybethat'sbecauseIdidn'tthrowany,il

miocuerobatte"hesaidlaughingevenmore."What

everman"Isaid."Justopenthedarndoor"Isaid

annoyed.Ididn'tevenknowwhat"ilmio...whatso

evermeant."I'llescortyouin"hesaidopeningthe

doors.Hequicklygottomyside."Idon'tneedyour

fuckinghelp"Isaidlimpingaway,mylegwas

betrayingme.Itmust'vebeenbecauseIwas

standingontheroadforsolong."Whatdidyoujust

say"heaskedswingingmearoundroughly,making

myleghurtevenmore.Ifeelonmybutt."Youdon't

fuckingswearon""Ouch,ouchwhat...mhh"I

screamedinpain."I'msorry,didIhurtyou.''he

askedsquirtingnearmyankle."Don'ttouchmeyou

jerk,don'tyoudarepretendasifyougiveadamn"I

shoutedinpain."IsaidI'msorry,juststopbeing

stubbornandletmehelpyou.ok"hesaidalready

carryingmeinhisarmswithmybag.
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"Ok,youcanputmedownnow,sothatIcanopen



thedoor"Isaidfightingmywaydown,atleasttried

to.Hetookthestepstomyroomwhichwasonthe

4thfloorbuthestilllooksofresh,Imeannotsweaty

atall.ItwaseitherhehitthegymfrequentlyorIwas

areallylightweight."I'mnotputtingyoudown,just

searchforthekeysandopenup"hesaidholdingme

still.Iwassofrustrated.Ididjustthatandhe

entered."Thatwasnotsohardnow,wasit"hesaid

withasmirkafterputtingmeonmybed."Youcan

getoutnow"Isaidwithanger."You'renotgoingto

offermeadrink/coffee"heaskedmakinghimself

comfortableontheothersideofmybed.Wewere

sittingbacktoback.Ikeptquiet,therewassilence

foralongwhile."WhatdoyouwantMrSalvatore"I

askedaftertakingadeepbreath."Ihaven'tfigured

thatoutyet"hesaid,hisvoicecarriednoemotion."

Thenwhyareyouhere,youshouldgo.Youarejust

drawingtheunwantedattentiontomydirection,II'll

beintroublewithmyneighbors.Andyourexpensive

carcouldgetstolenoutside.Thisisnotasafe

neighborhood.Youshouldjustgo"IkeptongoingI

didnotevenrealizehewasnowsquirtingInfrontof

me.Withbothmyhandsinhis."Doyoueverstop



talking,relax.Nothingwillhappentomeormycar.

Thatshouldbetheleastofyourworries"hesaid

lookingintomyeyes,asifhewassearchingfor

something."WhosaidIwasworried,pleasedon't

flirtteryourself"Isaidyankingmyhandsfromhis

butthingsjustgotworsebecausehejustputboth

hishandsonmythighs."Ijusttextedmydoctor,he

willbeherein30minutes.Tocheckoutyourleg."He

said."Idon'tneedyourhelp,I'mfine.Ijustwantto

getoutofhere.Iwanttotakeashower"Isaid

standingup...Ilimpedtotheshower.Iopenedthe

tap."GetoutofhereSalvatore"Ishouted.Whatdid

hereallywantfromme,Iwas18,wellrecentlyturned

18...Didn'tevencelebratethebirthday.Awhore,who

sleptwithaquarterofmaninthecity,thatmight

havebeenexaggeratedbutIsleepwithdozensof

man.Ihadnothing...Hemusthavepityonme,just

likealltheothermanI'vesleptwith.Wellhehadn't

sleptwithmeyetbuteventuallyhewould.Itwasin

everyman'sveins.Helookedatmeforaverylong

time."I'mnotgoing,ilmiocuerobatte"hesaid.He

soundedhurt.ButIdidn'tgiveafuck,hemusthave

somenice,decentwomanwarminguphisbedevery



nighthewenttosleep."Wellsuityourself"Isaid.

Retrievingatowelandmyunderwearfromthe

wardrobe.Igotintotheshop,closedthesliding

glassdoorandacurtain.Hangedmytoweland

underwearontopoftheshowerdoor,tookoffmy

clothes.Ithrewthemoutandtookanicelong

shower.ThanksGodtheshowerhadacurtainor

elseIwouldhavehadtowaitforhimtogetgoing

untilItookashower.Theapartmentshadnowalls

divingroombyroom.Everythingwasintheopen.I

tookthetowelwipedmybodyandworemy

underwear.Thengotout.Hewasstillthere,sittingon

thebed.Iwenttothewardrobe,searchingformy

sleepingshortsandagown.Idroppedthetowelwith

mybackonhimthenworemyclothes.Ilimpedto

thekitchenareatomakemyselfsomethingtoeat."I

havealreadyorderedapizzafordinner"hesaid

holdingmywaist.HecaughtmeoffguardbecauseI

foundmyselfbreathingsoloudly.Iwassosurehe

heardme,whatwashedoingtome.Hetightened

hisgrip.Icouldn'tbreath,notbecausehewas

holdingmesotightly,iwasbecauseofhistouch,it

waslikeapoisonousvenomtomybody.Even



thoughIhadtwogarmentsonmybody.Histouch

couldstillreachmyskinsomehow."Breathilmio

cuerobatte,breath"hewhisperedintomyear.His

ItalianwassoseductiveeventhoughIdidn'tknow

whatitmeant.Itsoundedlikesomethinggood.My

heartwaspounding,Icouldfeeltheadrenalinerush

onmybody.Hishandsmovedslowlyfromtheside

ofmywaisttomywholetummyareaandIwasheld

tight.Itfeltsogood,likeIwasinadream.Ihad

neverhadamantoholdmesotightly.Ifound

myselfleaningmyheadbackwardsonhischest.He

puthisheadontheleftsideofmyneck."Theday

youleft,IfoundthenoteandIthought...yeahI'd

neverlookforyou.WhywouldIbuttheafewdays

laterIfoundyouIinscriptedonmybrain.Icouldn't

getyouout.I'vebeenlookingforyouforthepast

fewweeks.Idon'tknowwhyyet,butthat'swhyIam

here.Iwanttofindout.AndIwonleaveyoualone

untilIhavetheanswersIamlookingfor.AllIknow

isthatitfeelssogoodtoholdyouinmyarmsCora"

hesaid,Iforgothenowknewmyname.
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Cora'spov

Anhourlaterthedoctorleft,Ihadthoughtthat

Salvatorewasgoingtoleavealongwiththedoctor

butheshowednosignsofamanleavinganytime

soon.Thedoctorsaiditwasjustaminorsprainand

Iwasgoingtobefineinfewdays.hegaveme

painkillersandpainbalmtorubontheankle.The

pizzahadalsoarrived,infactthereweretwoboxes

oftwodifferentflavoredpizzas.Iwassittingonmy

studydeskdoingsomemathematicsequations,at

leasttryingto.BecauseIcouldn'tfocuswithhim

sittingsjust30centimetersawayfromme.Hehad

draggedtheonlycouchIhadinthesittingroom

position."Ok,thisisweirdenough.Whatdoyou

want"Iaskedclosingthebook."Me?Nothing"he

saidshrugginghisshoulders.Healmostlooked

innocentbuttherewasjustsomethingsinisterabout

him.ThatIcouldn'tfigureout.HehadthisdarkAura

lingeringaroundhim."I'mjustenjoyingtheperfect

viewInfrontofme"hesaidwithalittlebitofsmile."

Whateverman"Isaidstandingupbutheswiftly



pulledmebackdowntothesit.Andturnitaroundso

thatIcouldfacehim."Whatthefuckman"Ishouted

holdingmybreath.Hereallytookmebysurprise.

Everythingjusthappenedsofast."Don'tyoufucking

swearatmeCora"heshoutedback,scaringthehell

outofme.Hereallylikedpissedoff.Ijustkeptquiet

stable,inthesameposition."Ok,sorry.Butdon't

everrepeatthatagain"hesaidrunninghishandon

myleftcheekandlips."Ok"isaidfaintly."CanIgo

tobednow."Iaskednotreallyasking.Iwentoverto

bedwithmybooksafterheletgoofmycheek.Igot

ridofthegownandgotundercovers,Iputapillow

onmybackbecausemybedhadmetalrailsfora

headboard.Hecameover,tookoffhisshoesand

gotinbedbutnotundercovers."Don'tyouwantto

knowmyname"heaskedwhileputtingapillowon

hisback."Sure,whynot"Isaidcasually."Well33

yearsagoaboynamedAlonzoJoaquinSalvatore

wasbornandhismotherdidn'twanthimfor

classifiedreasons.Hewasraisedbyhisfatherbut

thanagainhewaskindofaproblemchildsohewas

senttoItalytolivewithhisgrandparents.He

adjustedthere,hedecidedthathewantedtobea



businessmanjustlikehisdad.Whenhewas18he

camebacktoSouthAfricaandfallinloveforthe

firsttimebutonedayagirlhelovedwastragedicaly

takenawayfromhim.Fromthatdayhefellintothe

darkness.Heneverwantedanythingtodowithlove

butfewweeksagosomethinghappened,something

hedoesn'tknowyetbutit'ssobeautiful.That'sit"he

saidholdingmyhand.ItwaslikeabedtimestoryI

neverknew.Itwassadandleftmewithalotof

questions.ButIheldthemback."Wellit'sniceto

meetyouMrAlonzoJoaquinSalvatore"Isaid

shakinghishand."It'snicetomeetyoutoo,miss?..."

Hesaiditinaaskingmanner."MissCoraZabenathi

Maphumulo"Isaidsmiling."Wellit'snicetomeet

youmissCoraZaber-na....Mapurmu..."Hetriedto

saybutjustcouldn't.Ijustlaughedathimuntilmy

stomachhurts."Forgetit,youwillneverbeableto

getitright"Isaidgiggling."That'snotfair.Iwasstill

trying.Hey"hesaiddramaticallypretendingtobe

hurt."Tellyouwhat.ThedayI'llbeabletogetitright,

youwillhavecoffeewithme.Out"hesaid."It'sa

deal"Isaidshakingmyheadwhilechuckling.Ihad

tearsinmyeyesduetolaughingsohard."Youreally



needtogetgoingnow,Ireallyneedtostudy"Isaid

serious."Mhh,let'sdothis.I'llgotomycargetmy

laptopandI'llalsogetsomeworkdonewhileyou

study.OtherthanthatI'mnotgoing"hesuggested."

Ok,then"Isaidgettingmybooks.Hedidwhathe

saidhe'ddo.Iwentovertothestudydesk.3hours

laterIwastired,Ikepton

yawning......................................................

......

Salvatore'sPOV

Iwatchedasshewasstudying,Iwasdonewiththe

bankstatementsIwasdealingwith30minutes

earlierbeforeshestartedyawning,Iwasjust

watchingher,shewasthemostbeautifulyoung

womanI'veeverseen.Notjustthatshealsohad

brains,shewasambitiousandsmart.Shedidn't

deservewhatshewasgoingthrough.Shedeserved

finerthingsinlife.Ifelttheneedtoprotecther,wash

awayhertearsandworries.Iwantedtoknowwho



Corawasbeneaththehardshieldshehadbuiltto

protectherselffromthiscruelworld.Iwantedto

knowherdreamsanddesires,hefantasies.Hergoal,

herfavouritecolourifshehadany.WhatIamtrying

tosayisthatIbasicallyjustwantedtoknow

everythingabouther.Iwalkeduptoherand

retrievedthebooksfromherthighs,shetriedto

protestedbutIwasstrongerthanher.''that's

enoughfortheday,youshouldtakeyourmedication

andgetsomesleep.It's23:00already.Isaidgetting

hermedicationforher."Couldyoupleasegetmemy

otherpillsintheleft3rddrawer.Theonesonthe

blackcontainer."Sheasked.Ididjustthatbutthe

capsuleswerejuststrangesoIscannedafew

wordstomybrainbeforegivingthemtoherwitha

glassofwater.ShetookthemandIputtheglasson

thekitchencounter.Andwarmedup4slicesofpizza.

Icamebacktobed,gotundercoversandputthe

plateofpizzaonherthighsbeforetakingoneslice.

Wehadthepizzainsilence...AfterweweredoneI

puttheplateonthetablecounterandcamebackto

bed.Icuddleupwithher,shewashalfasleep,it

musthavebeentheeffectofthepills."Alonzo"he



calledoutmynameslowlyandfaintly."Yesilmio

cuerobatte"Isaiddrawingmyselfclosertoher.He

backwasonme.Ourheadsonthesamepillow,my

handonherwaist."Whyareyouhere,youknow

whatIdointhedarkness,right''sheasked,hervoice

heldalotofdisappointmentandhurt."Iknowilmio

cuerobatte,butlet'sjustputthatasideandenjoy

eachandeverymomentwespendtogether.When

thetimeisrightI'lldealwiththat.Don'tworry,I'm

here.Nowgotosleep..."Isaidbrushingherhairthat

Iliked.Ialmostdidn'tbelievethatthosewordscame

frommymouth.
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.............................

WhenIwokeupat4:30hewasnolongerthere.The

bedwascold,thedoorwaslockedandthekeywas

onthekitchencounter.Howdidhegetout,Iasked

myself.AnywayIworemyjoggingtracksuitand

sneakers,ItwaswindyandcoldoutsidebutIneeded

torewindabit.Therewasalotofthingsgoingonin



mylifeatthemoment,Alonzowasjustconfusing

thehelloutofme,whatexactlydidhewantsfroma

hookerlikeme.Iaskedmyself,shemusthavebeen

afterTheDon,myinnerselfsaidsuspiciously.Itook

anhourofjogging,onmywaybackIcameacross

MrsZulu."GoodmorningCoradear"shesaid

smiling.Shewasthenoisiestwomaninthe

neighborhood."MorningMrsZulu,howarethetwins,

ImeanthelasttimeIsawyou,youweretakingthem

tothedoctor"Isaidtryingtodivertherattention

fromtheactualtopicshewantedtoindulgeherself

in.Iknewwhatshewantedtoaskbeforesheasked.

"Thetwinsarefine,dearwhowasthewhiteman

youcamebackfromschoolwithyesterday"she

askedandIwaspreparedtoanswer."Heismy

mathematicstutor,myauntsuggestedhimafter

seeinghowlowmymathematicslevelhasgot"Isaid

casuallywhilejoggingonthesamespot."Ohh,I

toldMrsZuluthatyouaren'toneofthoseloosegirls

whowouldselltheir..."Icouldnottakewhatwas

comingnext."MrsZuluIhavetogoorelseI'llbelate

forschool,seeyouonSunday"Isaidjoggingoff.

GettinghomeIneatlyironedmyschooluniform,it



wasakneelengthscotchskirt,whiteshortsleeved

shirtandwhitesocks.Theinformationscreamed

EnglishbutIstillrockedit.ItmademefeellikeI

belongsomewhere,Ifeltnobleandpureinit.Ihad

showerthanmyusualtwoslicesofbreadandcoffee

forbreakfast.AnhourlaterIwasdoneandoffIwas

gonetoschool.

.............................

Ifinallymanagedtofixmytie,Iwaswearingmy

simpleblacktuxedo,Ichooseawatchfromthewall

ofwatchesinmycloset.Ichosetogowiththeone

myfathergiftedmeonmy30thbirthday,itwasa

Versaceandcoatedaquarterofamillion.Iworemy

anklehighbootsforman.Thatdaythedriverwas

goingtodrivemearound,Idecidedtogoandhave

breakfastatthehotel.MyLexusGS3wasalready

waitingformeatthegarage.30minuteslaterI

reachedhotelParadisé.IwashavingmyEnglish

breakfastinpeaceuntilNinadecidedtobudgeinmy

penthousesuninvited."Sorrysir,Itriedtostopher."

Biancasaidallsweatyandshelookedlikesomeone

whowasabouttowhiponmeanymoment.She



knewtheconsequencesoffailingmeinduty.But

luckilyforherIwasinagoodmood,ifitwasoneof

thosedaysshewouldhavewonherselfawritten

warning."It'sokBianca,youcangetout"Isaid

wipingmylipsandstandingup."Whatdoyouwant

Nina"Iaskedpouringmyselfaglassof

moetChampagne."Salvatore,I'vebeencallingyou

forthepast48hoursandyouhavenotbeentaking

mycall,whatthefuckisgoingonSalvatore,I've

been..."Ifoundmyselfgrabbingherbythecollarof

thedressshewasin,herbackleaningonthewall."

Don'tyoueverfuckingswearatmewoman,don't

youdare.Youdon'treallywanttoknowmeonthat

level"Icursedthroughmygrittedteeth."Ok

,I'msorry,sorry.'"shesaidtryingtoreleaseherself

frommygrip.Shewassuddenlysweatyandjumpy."

WhatisgoingonSalvatore"sheaskedputtingonthe

puppyeyeslookwhichreallydidn'tworkonme."

Nina,whateverItisthatweweredoingorshouldI

saythefuckingisover''Isaidtakingasip."Whatdo

youmeanit'sover,itcan'tbe.Salvatoreyoucan'tdo

thistous"shesaidapproachingme."Ninajustgo



whileyouhaveyourdignityintact,it'sover.I'mtired

ofthefuckingaroundandshit.justgo"Isaidpicking

upmyiPhoneandkeys."PleaseSalvatore,youcan't

leaveme,Iloveyou,Iloveyoubaby"shesaid

holdingmyhand.Iyankeditandwalkeduptothe

door."There'sisnolovebetweenyouandI.Justgo

already,maybeyouwillfindsomeonewhowilllove

yououtthere."Isaid.Shesuddenlywrappedher

armsaroundme,Iturnedbacktofaceher..."Nina,

leavewhileIamstillaskingyounicely."Isaid

holdingherhandsinmine."Ok,ok...I'llleaveyou

alone,foreverbutpleasefuckmeonce,justtosay

goodbye.JustonelasttimeSalvatoreplease."She

pleadedtakingherdressoff,shepleadednaked

Infrontofme.Icouldn'tthinkproperly.Shewasa

finewoman."Okjustthisonce,whereisthe

condom"Iaskedpushinghertothecouchnearby....

unedited.Comments,curse,anddon'tforgettolike

andshare

[6/3,14:30]Lynne:Continuing...

AnhourlaterIwasdone,Ifreshenedupandhurried

totheundergroundparkinglotofthehoteltohitthe



road.Iwassosuregoingtobelatethatdayandmy

fatherwasnotgoingtobesoforgivingaboutit.

Punctualitywasveryimportanttotheoldman.I

reachedtheschool20minuteslaterthanIwas

supposedto.Wegotdowntothebusiness,another

16studentstointerviewinaday,eachstudentwas

given30minutes.Theinterviewfocussedon

questionslike:thetypeofcarrierastudenthas

chosenforandwhy.Theuniversity,andthentherest

oftheyear'sresults,thatwasthemostimportant

thingtogothrough.Ihadallthestudentsfiles.The

questionwerequitebasicinformation.Attheendof

thedayitwasthematriculationcertificatethat

talked.Iwentthroughthedailyinterviewand8hours

30minuteslaterIwasdone.Iwasjustnotreally

interestedinwhatIwasdoingthatday.Iwasrather

thinkingaboutwhatIwastodowithCoraafter

school.WhatIwastotellheraboutNina,butwaita

minute.Whatwastheretotell.Iwasnotlikesheand

Iareseeingeachother.Myinnerselfsaidinguilt.So

Idecidednottoevermentionitagain.Itwasthelast

timeIwasgoingtodosomethinglikethat,notwhile

IhadCorainmylife.WhoIwasnotsosureshewas



goingtoacceptmeafterfindingoutwhatIdidfor

living,afterdiscoveringtheKonginme.

.............................

IdroveoutofschoolbutCorawasnolongeronthe

spotwhereIpickedherupfromtheotherday.So

Itoldthedriverttodrivetoherapartment.WhenI

gotthereshewasgettingoutofthetaxi,itoldthe

drivertodriveinandigotoutofthecarandleaned

onitpassenger'sside."Hi,ilmiocuerobatte"Isaid

gettingherhandbecauseshewasignoringmelikeI

didn'texist,likeshewaspassingmeby."Mr

Salvatore,leavemyhand"shesaidwitheyesblazing

fire."What'swrong,myheartbeat"Iaskedalarmed

bythesuddenchangeofmood,Imeanwhenwe

wenttosleeplastnighteverythingwasfine."Just

leavemyhandthisinstant"shesaidtryingtobreak

loosefrommygrip.ButIheldonherhandeven

moretightly."Notuntilyoutellmewhat'swrong,

whathaveIdonetoupsetyousomuch"Iasked

drawingmyselfclosertoherbutshejustmoved

away."Ifyoudon'tnotfuckingletgoofmyhand.I

willcallthecopsandtrustmeSalvatoreyou



wouldn'tlikethat"shesaidlookingmestraightinthe

eyes."SeemslikeImissedoutonecharacteristicof

you.Youaresucha...argh!"Ichuckledscratching

myhead.Iknewfromthefearinhereyesthatmy

eyeswereprobablybloodspotredandIwas

unmaskingtheunknown."Youdon'tfuckingswear

atmeCora,how..."Ijustcouldn'tfinishthesentence.

Iwasboiling."Itoldyounottofuckingswearat

me...l,l,...arghCor"Ikeptonchucklingand

scratchingmyheadinanger."Whatareyougoingto

doaboutitSalvatore,areyougoingtokillmetoo"

sheaskedstandingherground."Tohellwithyou,I

don'teverwanttoseeyourfaceagain"shesaid."

Cora!"Iwasabouttograbherbyhercollarbutthe

driverheldmejustintime"Kong,youdon'twantto

dothis.Atleastnotnow.Peoplearewatching"he

saidshowingmeacoupleofneighborswatching

throughthefence."Youwillregretmessingwithmy

head,sweetheart"Iwhisperedtoherearbefore

gettingintothecar.Thedriverdroveaway,shewas

stillstandingtherelikeapole.

.............................



Anhourlater..."SheisfuckingmadKylie,tohellwith

her."Iwasinthecemetery.Talkingonmybeloved

girlfriendKylieSmith'sgrave.ThefirstwomanI've

everloved,theoneandonlywhohadmanagedto

keepmegoingeveninhergrave.Shewasmy

strengthandlife."Whoneedsheranyways,Ihave

youright.Idon'tneedher.Sheismad."Isaid

kneelingdown."I'msorryIevenconsideredhertobe

inmylife,thetruthisnowomancouldevertakeyour

placeinmyheart.IloveyouKylie"Isaidtears

streamingdownmyface."Butwhydidyouhaveto

leavemesosoonmylove,why,why..."Iscreamedin

pain.Icouldliterallyfeelthepaininmychest,my

headwaspounding."She,she...IthoughtIwas

goingtofixher,maybe,justmaybeshewouldhave

fixedmetoo."Iwhisperedinahuskyvoice."What

wasIthinking,sheisafuckingprostitute.Idon't

needherinmylife.SinceIhaveyou.Everythingis

goingtobealright....pleasetellmeeverythingis

goingtobealrightKylie"Iwhispered.

.............................

Ineedjust15commentsand40likes.Whatareyour



thoughtsonSalvatoresofar
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ThedayformyinterviewarrivedandIwassonot

lookingforwardtoit.Iknewitwasgoingtobethe

toughestdayofmylife.AndIhadnopoweroverit.

Plusthe3daysDollygavemewasover.Ihadtogo

backtoworkintheevening.Salvatore'swordswere

stilllingeringinmyhead.butIstilldidn'tregretit,ok

maybeIdidjustalittlebitbutafterfindingoutthe

nastythingshewasaccusedof,anygirlwouldhave

probablydonethesameorevenworse.Iknewfrom

mygutthathewasgoingtoslicemeandfrymeto

mygravethatday.Ireachedschoolat7amonthe

dot.Timejustseemedtoflythatmore."MissCora

ZabenathiMaphumulo,it'syourturn"theprincipal

calledformeinthewaitingroom.Iwalkedintothe

interviewroom.Whichseemedtobemorebrighter

thanusualthatday.Everythingwasexposed.Even

thethunderingveinInmyneck."Goodmorningmiss

Maphumulo,sitdown"hesaidraisinghisheadto

lookatme.Ioccupiedtheonlysitwhichwas10



feet'sacrosshisdesk."Introduceyourself"hesaid."

GoodmorningMrSalvatore.MynameisCora

ZabenathiMaphumulo.Iamamatriculation

students.AndIamhereforthetertiaryinstitutions

bursariesofferedbyMrS.SSalvatoretoten

students.IbelieveIhavethepotentialtoearnone

formyselfandI..."Andthenhehadtocutmeoff."

That'senoughmissZabenathiMaphumulo...Could

youbrieflyexplaintheharmonicParadisefoundation

shouldofferyouabursary"heaskedturnoverthe

pages.IswearInearlypeedonmyselfrightonthe

spot.ThemanwhowasInfrontofmewasnothing

comparedtofuriouslyangrymanIsawandnever

wishedtoseeyesterday.Hewasnothingnearthe

manwhoheldmesotightlytheothernightandtold

meeverythingwasgoingtoalright.Themanwho

wassittingacrosstheroomwasfiercely

intimidating,heheldpowernomanhaseverhad

uponmenotevenmybiologicalfatherwho

forcefullysharedabedwithmewitheverychance

hegot."WellsinceIwasadmittedhere,I'vebeen

nothingbutastraightAstudent."Isaidshortly."It

appearsinyourfilethatyouhavechosen



gynaecologyasyourfirstchoice,I'dliketoknow

why."Hesaidlookingmestraightintheeyes."Ithas

alwaysbeenmydreamtobeadoctorandgiveback

tothecommunitybutformanyyearsIhavenot

reallydiscoveredthetypeofadoctorIwantedtobe.

UntilrecentlywhenIdidmyresearchonmedicine,I

discoveredthataboutathousandmillionofmother's

andunbornbabiesdiejustbecausetherewasno

propermedicalcareofaoragynecologistspecialist

around.Iwanttobethereforthemothersandtheir

infants."Iexplainedproudly."Youarenotreally

answeringmyquestionhere,missMaphumulo.Let

merefraisemyquestion.Whydoyouwanttobea

gynecologist?"Heaskedclosingthefile."Withall

duerespectsir,IthinkIjustdidanswertoyour

question"Isaidblinkingafewtimes."whatyoujust

said,I'vehearditmaytimes.It'ssomewhereinthe

interviewpreparatorybooks.Iwanttoknow

personallywhydoyouwanttobeagynecologist,

whatmakesyouthinkthatagirllikeyoucanbea

gynecologist,doyouhavewhatittakes.What

makesyou..."Icouldnotlethiminsultmejustlike

thathewasgettingintomynerves.Hewasbeing



personal."MrSalvatore,doyoureallywanttoknow

whyIwanttobeagynecologist"Iaskedalittlebit

louderthanmynormalvoicewouldhavesounded.It

wasMorelikeIshouted."Yes,Iwanttoknow,what

makesthemightyCoraZabenathiMaphumuloto

thinkthatshecandoit"hesaidmovinghishands

aroundinaninsultingmanner."IZabenathi

Maphumulothinkcanandwillbeagynecologist,you

knowwhybecausefor3yearsIwasblamedforthe

Bdeathofmymother.Shediedwhilegivingbirthto

me.Iwasjustalittlebabywhenshedied,whatdidI

knowaboutkillingaHumanbeingletalonemyown

mother.Butno,myfatherdidn'tseeitlikethat.Iwas

themostevilchildinhiseyes,asin.Inevergotto

knowhislove,allIgotwastorture.Idon'teverwant

toseeanotherchildsufferingthesamefateIdid."I

keptongoingon.Ididn'tevenrealizethatIwasnow

cryingonmyknees.Hehadcalledtheprincipalto

takemeout.Hisdaywentonjustlikethat.

.............................

Istoodontheroadwaitingforthetaxitotakeme

home,bringingbackthepastwasnotgoodformy



soulandoldconcealedwounds....Tearswere

cascadingdownmyfaceatIwasstandingInfrontof

themirrorpreparingmyselffortheclub.Ihadtohold

onthereuntilafewmoreyears.Iclosedmyeyes

andsaidtheembracingprayofthemall.Itwas

strangeofaprostitute,right?

TheLordismyshepherd.EventhoughIwalkinthe

valleyofdeath,Ishallfearnoevil.....10minuteslater

thetearsdriedupandIwashedmyfacetoputon

mylightmakeup.Ididwanttheneighborstobe

suspiciousofthewayIdressedupeveryevening.I

putonmyboyfriendjeansandawhitevest,the

6inchhillsIwasgoingtostripon.Ipackedmy

makeupkitandBrazilthonginmyovernightbag.My

hairwastiedinaneatponnytail.Ilookedmore

maturethanusually.Ialsopackedmylongsweater,

justincaseitgotcalledonmywaybackhome.I

reachedtheclubat7:15whichmeantthatIhad45

minutestogetready.

.............................Iwasonstageswingingaround

thestrippingpole,IhadmyBrazilianthongandbra

on.Whichcoveredonthemostprivateparts,whenI



saythemostIreallymeanit.Myhugebuttas

Amandalikedtocallitwasout.Thebrapractical

onlycoveredbynipples.AnywayIscannedthrough

thecrowedIsawthelastpersoniwantedtoseeon

planetearth.IwasdistractedforaminutebutthenI

gotbacktotheaudience.Whowerethrowing50

randsnote.Whichweren'tevenmine,alreadynotall.

IdecidedIwasgoingtolookanywherebuthim.With

15minutesleftItookoffthetiniestbraIhadon.The

crowedwentcrazy.Mostofthementherewere

marriedoreitherjustdivorcedandlookingfora

greattime.

.............................

I'mtiredguys.thisoneisforyouRethabila

Helen commentandlike

[6/3,14:30]Lynne:Continuing...

Itwas12:00AMmidnight,Iwasdone.Afterthe

dancing,wehadtogobacktotheaudience,sharea

drinkwiththemforentertainment.Theyprobably

wantedtowhipabouttheirlife,wejusthadtosit

therewiththemandlisten,thereweregoodtipstoo.



Sometimeswehadtogivelapdancesinprivate.I

checkedmyselfonemoretimeonthemirrorbefore

leaving,IwasnowintheclothesIcamein.Itlooked

likeitwantedtorain.Ihadcalledacab.Iwas

waitingonthesidewalkwhenatallmuscularman

suddenlystoodbesideme.Icouldtellfromthe

Colognethatitwashim."Itlookslikethere'sa

stormcomingup"hesaidcasually.Ijustkeptmy

mouthshut."Ididn'tknowyouweresuchagreat

exoticdancer"headded.Ijustwalkedaway.Iwas

notsuchagreatideatowalkfarawayfromtheclub

afterdancing.Therewerealotofpsychoticand

pervertedmenintheclub,whoknewwhattheycould

do."Corawait,aboutearlier.I,i,..."hestuttered."

WhatdoyouwantJoaquin,youwanttoinsultme

onceagain,huh."Iaskedtired."YouwanttotellmeI

wouldnotbeabletomakeit?,youwantmysoul?.

Howgirlslikemearenotworthit?,Huh!.Whatdo

youwant"Iaskedspiritualbroken,nomanhasever

hadthepowertocrushmysoullikehedid."I'm

sorry"thatallhecouldsay.Thecabarrivedjustin

time,IheardhimcallingoutmynameafterIgotinto

thecar.Istilldon'trememberhoworwhenthecab



drivergotmehome.WhenIgotthere,therewasa

strangecarontheparking.Idecidedtotakethe

staircase,whenIgotintothefloorIlivedin,therehe

was.leaningtowardsthewallontheLeftsideofthe

door,IthoughtofgoingbackbutwherewouldIgo.I

masteredthecourageandwalkeduptomy

apartment.Isearchedformykeysandopenedup,

healsogotinuninvited.Ishouldhaveslammedthe

dooronhisfacebutIcouldn'tfindthecouragetodo

it.Somethinginsidemewasholdingmeback.I

lockedthedoorbehindhimandtossedthekeyon

thetablecounterandtossedthebagonthecouch."

Cora?"Hesaidinlowvoice."Please"Isaidshaking

myhead.Iwentovertotheshowerandgotwarm

waterrunning.Itookoffmyclothes,itwasnouseto

hide,whenheknewmynakedness.Hesatonthe

bed.Iwentovertomywardrobe,searchingformy

pyjamas.Ifoundthemandtossedthemonthebed

alongwithmyunderwear.Igotintotheshowerand

showeredfor15minutesmaximum.Iwentoverto

thebed,hewaswatchingmyeverymovelikeahawk.

IworemyunderwearafterdroppingdownthetowelI

hadcoveredmyselfwithaftertheshower.Anyman



wouldhavegaggedandshallowedhissalivaafterI

dropthetowelbuthewasnotjustanyman,hewas

Salvatore.TheKongasIhaveseenontheinternet.I

decidedthatIwasnotgoingtostudythatnight,I

neededtosleepmysorrowsdown.Igot

undercoversandhewastakingoffhisshoes.Ihad

mybackonhim.Isetupthealarmsystemtowake

meupat5amonthedot.Ineededtotakelongjog."

Cora,I'msorryIsaidthosemeanthings.Ididn't

knowthatyouhavegonethroughsomuchpain.I

wasjustsoangryatyouforwhatyoudidtheother

day.Youwereright,Ishouldhavelistened.Ishould

haveleavedyoualone.I'msorry"hesaidcuddlingto

myback,hisheadwasabovemine.Iguesshe

wantedtoseemyface."Whydon'tyoujustleave

mealonethen,whydoyoukeeponcomingtome"I

askedbutitallcameoutasawhisper."Ican'tfindit

inmyselftoleaveyoualone,Ijustcan't.BelievemeI

triedforthefirstfewdaysafterImetyoubutIcould

not.It'slikeyoukeepondrawingmewith..."I

couldn'thearit."That'srubbishyouareaboutto

utter.Ihaven'tnotgivenyouareasontokeepon

tailingmeratherI'vedoneeverythinginmypowerto



makeyouleavemealone.Itoldyouinthatnoteto

nevertrytofindme.Thenwhydidyou"Ishouted

sittingonmybutt."Maybethat'swhatdrewme

closertoyou.Thefactthatyoudon'twantme

around,pleasestopcursing.Idon'tlikeit"hesaid

keepingcomposure."Maybethisisalljustmyfault,

Ialwaysdothistomyself.Ishouldn'thaveshowed

youmyface.Istilldon'tknowwhyIdid.Whatexactly

mademedoit.Maybeit'sbecauseofthewayyou

beggedmeormaybethefactthatyouheldmeso

gentle.WhydidIreallydoit...l,l,i...''itwasmorelikeI

wastalkingtomyselfratherthanhim.Iwaslikea

madwoman.Iwasn'tevenlookingathim."Cora

stopit,stopdoingthattoyourself"hesaidshaking

mybody.Ilookedathimforawhileandthenleaned

overtotheheadboardandclosedmyeyesforalong

time.Wesatlikethatinsilence.

.............................

"Corawhydidyouchasemeawaytheotherday.

Whydoyouhatemesomuch"heaskedbreakingthe

silence."Idon'thaveitinmetohateyou.Ijusthate

thethingsyoudo.AndIwantyoutostayawayfrom



me.Ihaveenoughtroublestolastmealifetime,I

don'tneedyoutoadduptothat.Ireadaboutthe

cocaineyousell,thepeopleyoukilled,themanyou

sendtothementalasylum.Thelandyouforcedan

oldmantosell.Thedisappearanceofthecase

dockets.Thedisappearingwitnessesandtheones

whorefusedtobecourtwitnessesjustinthelast

hourofthecourt."Isaidmyeyesstillclosed."Those

arejustfalseaccusations,nothinghasbeenproven.

YousayitlikeyouknowforafactthatIdidthose

awfulthings"hesaid,thefactthathedidn'tdefend

himselfaddedtomyconclusionthathewasa

dangerousmen,moredangerousthanTheDon

becausehehasbeenarrestedacoupleoftimes."I

knowyoudiditSalvatore,thereisnoneedformeto

getproof.Icouldtellfromthelookinyoureyes.I

don'tneedanotherDoninmylifeorevenworse."I

saideyesstillclosed."Areyoujudgingme?"He

askedemotionless.Ineededtolookintohiseyesso

Iopenedmine."WhoamItojudge,onlytheLord

JesusChristhastherighttojudge.I'mjustlooking

outformyself"Isaidshortly.Thentherewassilence

onceagain.Ileanedbackandclosedmyeyes.



IhadthemattressmovebutIdidn'topenthemup,

somehowIfeltsafeinhispresence."Takethese"he

said.Iopenedmyeyesandtherehewaswitha

glassofwaterandpainkillers.Itookthemanddrank

up."HowdidyouknowthatIwascomingdownwith

headache"Iaskedclosingmyeyesonceagain.He

camebackafterputtingtheglasssomewhereinthe

kitchenarea.Icouldfeelhisbodygetting

undercovers.Hecameclosertome.Icouldfeelhis

breath."Ijustknew"hesaid."Doyoureallythink

thatIwouldneverbeagynecologist"Iaskedoutof

nowhere,justthathiswordshadbeenringinginmy

headconstantly."YouknowthatIsaidthatjustto

spiteyou"hesaidholdingmyhand."IrememberI

wassevenyearsold,Ihaddrawnupmyselfina

doctor'scoatandrantomydadtoshowhim"Isaid

slowly."Butdoyouknowwhathesaid....hesaid.

Getoutofhereyoucursedchild.Youthinkyouare

goingtobeadoctor,huh.Youwillneversucceedin

lifeCora...HepulledmycheeksohardthatIranto

myauntcrying.HewasdrunkthenandIwasstill

naïvesoIforgavehim....Butheneverstopped

sayingthosewordsevenwhenhewassober.He



keptonsayingthemandhurtingmeuntilcouldn't

takeitanymore.HewassuchabadmanbutwhatI

didwaseven...I,I"Icouldnotgoon.Iremembered

thedayIranawaywithmyhandscoveredinblood."

Shh...shh.it'sokaynow.Youaresafe.Iamhere.

Don'tcry.Hesaidembracingme.Ididn'tevenrealize

thatIwascrying.Icriedevenlouder,Ineededtolet

itallout.SincethatdayIlefthomeIpromised

myselfnevertocry.Ibottledeverythinginsideandit

waskillingmeslowlybutsurely.AfterawhileIkept

quiet,hewipedthetearsoffmycheeks,hejacket

wasdumpedintearsandsaliva.Hetookhis

handkerchiefandwipedmyface."Ithinkyouwill

makeagooddoctor"hesaidholdingmyheadfrom

bothsides."Nexttimeyoudecidetomakeitrain

pleaseremindmetobringmytank"hesaidthen

side."Youaresucharudeman"Isaidslightlyhitting

hischestandgiggling."Hey,I'mjustlookingoutfor

thebothofus.Youalmostdrownedusintears"he

saidlaughing."Laughingdoesnotsuityou"Isaid

gettingoutofbed."Ouch,thathurts"hesaid

dramatically.Ijustlaughedoutloud."I'mmaking

myselfasandwich,doyouwantone"Iasked."



What'sinit"heasked."Nonfatcheeseandbutter.

Lettuceandtomatoeszucchini"Isaid."I'llhaveto

pass.I'msonoteatingrabbitfood"hesaidmakinga

call.Orderedfastfood."Soyouareindirectlycalling

mearabbit"Iasked

.............................

"NoI'mnot,IwasjustsayingthatIamnotarabbit.

Thathasgotnothingtodowithyouilmiocuero

batte"hesaidslowlyapproachmeandfinallystood

besideme.Iwasspreadingbutteronmytwoslices

ofbread."Whatdoesthatmean?"Iaskedreally

curious."What?"Heaskedholdingmywaistand

puttinghisheadbetweenmyheadandshoulder.

Shiversranthroughmyspineallthewaydowntothe

sacredvalley."ThoseItalianwordsyoualways

utter"Iaskedchoppingthezucchiniintosmall

pieces."Ilmiocuerobatte?"Heaskedtheobvious."

Whydon'tyoutrytofindoutyourselfZabenathi

Maphumulo"hesaidtighteninghisgriponmywaist.

"That'snotfairanddon'tcallmeZabenathi

Maphumulo.It'sjustweird"Isaidmovingtothe

refrigeratortoputbackthethingsIwasusing.Iput



waterinthekettleandpluggedit,fortea."Ialso

wantacupoftea"hesaid,itwassonotarequest."

Asknicely"Isaidwalkingaround.Hewasfollowing

mearound,handsstillonmywaist."I'dalso

appreciateacupoftea"hesaidslowly."That's

closebutjustnotit"Isaidputtingtwospotsofsugar

inmycup."Couldyoupleasemakemeacupoftea,

isthatit?"Heaskedchucklingunbelievingly.''that's

morelikeit"isaidsmiling.ButIhaveacondition"I

saidcasually."Letusheartheconditionthan"he

said."Youwillhavetotellmewhatilmiocuero

battemeansandyoucangetyourteaotherthan

thatyouwouldn'tevengetthefastfoodthatyou

ordered"Isaidserious."Isthatso"heaskedturning

mearoundsothatIcouldfacehim.Inodded,

suddenlynotfeelinglikemyself.Hishandswereon

mybutt."Areyousurethatyouwanttohearit"he

askedtakingafewstepstowardsmeandImoving

backwardsuntilIreachedthebuilt-inwallunit,he

scoopedmeuptoputmeontopofit.Myheartwas

suddenlyracing.Hepulledmylegsapartandgotin

betweenthem.Heputhishandsonbothsidesofmy

head.Ihadnowheretoturnto.Iwasstuck.Every



cellinmybodywasdiscoveredandawakened."

Whatareyoudoing"Iaskedinahuskytinyvoice."

I'mtryingtogetyouclosesothatyoucouldgetto

hearproperlywhat,"ilmiocuerobatte"means"he

said,drawinghisfaceclosertome.Thencloserto

myear."Itmeans-my-heart-beat"hesaidslowlyand

seductively.Hewasintentionaldraggingthewords.

Whywouldhecallmethat,hedidn'tknowmethat

much.ThewordsmademyheartraceandIwas

suddenlyfeelinghot."FromthefirstdayImetyou,

youmademyheartbeatsofast.Nowomanhasever

beenabletodothatinyears.it'sstrangeisn'tit?"He

saidmovinghishandsfrommyfacetomywaist.

Underneaththethinfabricofmytop.Icouldn'tfind

thewordstosay.BeforeIknewithislipsfound

mine,thekisswassotenderisingandslowly.My

handsfoundthemselvesaroundhissexylargeneck.

Hishandskeptonmovingslowlyonbothsidesof

mywaist.Iletinhistongue,Ifeltlikecryingin

ecstacy.Iwasmoaningandhewasgroaning.My

nipplesweregettingharderwitheverysecond

passingby.Myfingersweremovingthroughhissoft,

silkysmoothhair.Andthenthedeliveryguyhadto



knock

.............................

Likeandcomment
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.............................

Iopenedthedoorandthethedeliveryguywas

standingtherewithplasticsoffoodIordered.Ipaid

himandtippedhim.ClosedthedoorbutwhenI

turnedbackinCorawasnolongerinthepositionI

hadleftherin,Imeanontopofthecounter.Iwasa

littlebitdisappointed,OKalotmoredisappointed.

Shewasnowinbed,undercovers."Whotoldyouto

move,ilmiocuerobatte?"Iaskedwalkingtowards

thebed."It's1:00inthemorningJoaquin.Ihave

schooltomorrowandyouhaveworktoo."Shesaid

gettingherselfcomfortableinbed.MindyouIwas

turnedon,whatareyoudoingSalvatore.Myinner

selfscreamed."Atleasteatsomething"Isaidsitting

downonbed."Ihadthesandwich.Thanks"shesaid.

Ijustretriedtheblanketsandthrewthemonthe



floor."Whatareyoudoing"sheaskedlouder."You

can'tpossiblycallwhatyousetfood.Youhaven't

hadanythingtoeatthewholeday.Eatsomething

andthenyoucangotosleep"Isaid."No,Idon't

wantto.Justleavemealone.It'srainingcatsand

dogsoutside.Youshouldreallygetgoing.Besides

eatingjunkfoodisnotgoodforme"sheprotested

andthengotherheadunderthepillow.Shewas

suchastubbornyoungwomantodealwith.Ipulled

herbyherleg.Shewasbusyfightingmethewhole

time."Gee,whatiswrongwithyou"Iaskedafter

finallymanagingtogethertositonherbuttonthe

edgeofthebed.Itookthetwocontainersof

Chinesenoodlesandgaveonetoher.Shetookit,

shewasinthesulkingmoodofsomesort.Weatein

silence,sheactuallyfinishedthewholecontainer.

SheseemedtobeenjoyingthenoodlesbutIknew

shewasnotabouttoadmitit."Wouldyouliketo

havesomedessert,Ihaveorderedtiramisu"Iasked

casually."No,Idon'twantit,areyougoingtoforce

metohaveittoo"sheaskedthrowingmeanawful

glance."Yes,ifIhaveto.Myheartbeat"Isaid

serious."Whateverman"shemurmuredsoftlybutI



haditanyways.Shewentandthrewhercontainer

intotherubbishbinbythecorneroftheapartment.

Shewentovertotherefrigeratorandretrieveda

bottleofwaterandpoureditintotheglass."You

knowIordereddrinkstoo,right?"Iaskedchuckling.

Womenanddrama,sameWhatsAppgroup.Shejust

keptquietanddrankon.IhadthejuicethatI

orderedrightfromthecontainer.Iclearedup,putthe

leftfoodintherefrigeratoranddisposedtheplastics.

Shewasinbed.Iswitchedoffthelightsandjoined

her.Shehadherbackonme."Myheart?,Areyou

asleep"Iasked,puttingmyarmaroundherneck.I

couldfeelthatshewasnotasleepyet,shewasjust

angryatme,forwhatreason.Istilldon'tknow."

Cora"Isaidsoftly.Itwasmorelikeawhisper."Ok,I

amsorry.Imadeyoueatforcefully."Isaidbutshe

didn'tbudge.Wesleptlikethatforawhile.Iwas

reallygettingimpatient,"ok,I'mgoingtogonow"I

saidmovingbutsheheldmyarmtightlyaroundher

neck.Ismiledalittle"whatisitthatyouwantCora,

afewminutesagoyouwereaskingmetoleaveand

nowthatIamleavingyouareholdingmyarm.What

isitthatyouwant.Icouldfeelherpulserisingand



falling.Sheseemedtobescaredfromthebody

languageshewasgivingout."Don'tgo"thatwasall

shemanagedtosay."Youwantmetoholdyoujust

likethis"Iaskedslowlyandgently.icouldfeelher

nodding"yes"inthedark.Thatwasnotenough,I

wantedhertosayit.Tosaythatshewantedmeas

muchasIwantedher.Totellmeshefelthelpless

whenmybodywasagainsthersasmuchasIwas

feeling.Totellmeshehaddreamsofmeasmuch

asIwashaving.ButIdidn'tsayanything,Ididn't

wanttoscareherawaybypushingthingstoofar.

SheseemedsofragileandmorescaredthanIwas.

Somethingmale,somethinghard,somethingdamp

frommewaspokingherbutt.Icouldfeelherbreath

risingandshewastossing.Hergriponmyarmeven

moretighter.IfshewasfullymineIcouldhavehad

herrightthereandthen.Butsomethingheldme

back,thefactthatshewaseveryman'swoman.No

shewasnot,butherbodywas.Thefactthatalotof

manhadseenhernakedmademyheartsting.Ifshe

wasgoingtobemine,shewasgoingtobemine

alone.Herbodyandsoul,allmine.Itooktheextra

pillowandputitbetweenus.Fightingthepainful



maleneed.Afterawhileshewasasleep,Istayedfor

awhileandthenclimbedoutofthewindow.She

stayedinthethirdfloorbutitwasnotsuchalong

buildingatleastnotforme.

.............................

Igothomeat3:13inthemorning.Itookashower

justtocooldownandhadsomesleep.Imadea

mentalnotetocallinameetingwithmyKevin.I

wokeupat6:00,therewasnotimetogotothegym

IcalledKevinwhiletakingashower.Hewastoarrive

in30minutes.SointhemeantimeIdecidedtotake

ashowerandhavebreakfast.Ihadtobeatthe

schoolwithinthenext2hours.HearrivedwhenI

washavingmybreakfast,itwasnotsuchaproper

breakfast."Wecan'tjustgotowar"hesaidafterI

explainedeverythingtohim."Sincewhenhaveyou

becomesoweak,areyouapussynow?"Iasked

calmly."Youknowthat'snotthepointKong.We

madepeacewiththeEastwing."Hesaiddrawingin

asharpbreath."Weneedtohaveastrategyifwe

aregoingtostartawar"headd.Ihadmyjaws

clenched."YouknowthatIamnotscaredofThe



Don,right"Isaidbangingonthetable."Icantake

himdown,Icanreducehimtonothing,justlikethat"

Isaidthroughgrittedteeth."IknowKong,Iwas

therewhenyoutookdown,Marcusalongwithhis

gang,butthatalmostgotyouarrested"hesaid

sighing."Doesyourfatherevenknowaboutthisgirl"

heasked.Ithrewhimastare."Ifwearegoingto

startawar,youhavetowarntheoldman.Hemust

getready.That'sevenifhegoesalongwiththis"he

saidstandingupfromthechair."Heknowsabout

her,justalittle.Hedoesn'tknowthatsheisoneof

hisstudents,Ibethethinkssheisoneofthe

teachers.Hedoesn'tknowwhatshedoes.Onlyyou

andIknowaboutthisandItendtokeepitthatway."

Isaidpouringmyselfaglassofwaterfromthe

refrigerator."Let'sjustcollectourheadsandthink

aboutthis,wayouroptionsbeforegoingtowar"he

said."Ifwecan'tgetasolution,you'regoingtohave

nochoicebuttolettheothersknow.Youknow

scorpionisabetterthinkerthanIam"hesaid

glancingathiswristwatch."Goingsomewhere?"I

askeddismissingtheideaofgettingtheotherguys

involved."Yeah,Ihaveadoctor'sappointmentwith



DrDavis.Mywifeispregnant,remember?"Hesaid

impatiently."Dude,Iknowthatbutwhyareyou

upset,istheresomethingwrong"Iaskedchuckling."

Nothingmajor,justthattherehavebeenalotof

complicationswiththispregnancyandthenIhaveto

dealwiththehormonesandthecravings"hesaid

scratchinghishead."Youknowhowthesethings

are"headded."No,noIdon't"Isaidlaughing."

Mxmmfuckyou"hesaidleavingthehouse."No

thanks,yourdickistoosmallformyasshole"I

shoutedlaughingoutloud."Bythewayyoushould

keepthisone,shebroughtbackyoursenseof

humourandlaughter,youchildfucker"hesaid

pickingthroughthedoor."Hey,butIhaven'tfucked

heryet"Isaidburstingwithlaughterandjoy."Goto

hell"Iheardhimsaywhilehewasgettingintohis

ride.Icheckedmyselfonemoretimeonthemirror

andgotintomycar,droveoff.Icouldn'tseemy

bodyguardsbehindmeonmyrearviewmirror.Ihad

bodyguardsbuttheyweren'tthetypethatstayed

close.Theykepttheirdistance.Iknewtherewere

somewherearoundwhereverIwent.Ikepton

thinkingaboutwhatKevinsaid,Ireallyhadtothink



ofsomethingfast.Icouldn'twatchhersufferno

more.Igottotheschool10minutesearlier,the

officeiworkedinwasunlockedsoIgotinandhada

sit.MyphonerangandIansweredit,reallynotin

themoodtotalktoanyone.Itwasmydad."Hey

dude,howcanIhelpyou"Iaskedcasually."Youdick,

youbetterstartshowingmesomerespect.I'myour

fatheryoufool"hesaiddramaticallypretendingtobe

angry."Isthatall"Iaskedcalmly."Yourexwifehas

passedby"hesaid."Whatdidshewant"Iasked."

Justtosayhello"hesaidlaughing."It'snotworking,

tryagainlater"Isaid."Shesaidshemissesyou,she

isreallynotmyenemy."Hesaidspiteful."She

missesmeormymoney,whatevergamesheis

playingtellherI'mnotinterestedinplayingwith.

NexttimeyouseeherpleasetellIsaid

congratulationsonherrelationshipandwhenare

theygettingmarried?"Isaidmyvoicepitchalittlebit

higherthanusual."Heydon'tbitethemessenger....

anywayshowarethingsgoingthere."Heasked."

Greatactually,I'llletyouknowonthereportI'llbe

writingwhenIamdone.OldmanIhavetogo,see

youonSaturday."Isaidthenhungup.Iwastimefor



aninterview....

.............................

CommentonthemissionrescueCora,mywriting

skills,nottoforgetthelovethat'sbrewing.Donot

forgettolikeandshare
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Cora'spov

Itwasrainingduringlunchtime,allthestudents

weregatheredinthecafeteria.Iwashavingmy

usuallowsugarmuffinandorangejuice."Isit

true?"Amandaaskedonceagain."Hegavemealift

home,onlyonce.What'sabigdealinthat?"Iasked

chewingonmymuffin."Ofcoursethereisabigdeal

Cora.Hegaveyoualift,inhismillionrandsFerrari.

You"shesaidonalowvoice."Istilldon'tgetit,is

thatwhytheyareallgivingmetheawfullooks"I

askednotreallyinterested.Ihadmorethingstobe

ashamedofthenjustamarelifttomyapartment."

Areyousurethere'snothinggoingonbetweenthe

twoofyou"sheaskedwithraisedeyebrows."Cause

ifthereisIwouldnotmind,youguyswouldlook



greattogether"shesaidpickingformorespicynews.

Iknewherlikethebackofmyhand.Shelovedspicy

newsanddrama."Iwouldn'tknow,really"Isaid

standingupandthenthebellrang."Heywhatdo

youmeanyoudon'tknow"sheaskedeagershe

couldn'tholdherself."There'snothinggoingon

betweenus,heistoooldforme.Don'tyouthink"I

askedwalkingoutofthecafeteria."That'sjusta

number,webothknowthat.Helooks25andhot"

shesaidalldreamy."Snapoutofit,Amanda"Isaid

slightlypokinghersillyhead."Imeanifyoudon't

wanthim,lendhimtome.Icoulduseamuscular

manlikehiminthatlonelyhouse"shesaidlaughing.

Amandawasalltalksbutnoaction.Shewasstilla

virgin,herparentswerealwaysonsomeroadtripin

somecountries.Doingcharitywork.Shelivedalone

inthesuburbsofJo'burginabigEnglishmansion.

Butthereisahousekeeperandacook,wholivesin

thebackyardguestshouse.Anywayswehadthelast

periodsofthedayandthelastbellrang.Iwasthe

firstonetogetoutofthegate,.Ineededtoget

startedonseriousstudyingfortheexamination.

JustwhenIgotthereIgotataxiandoffIwasgone.



.............................Igothomeat3o'clock.Igot

startedonstudyingassoonasIgotinsidethe

apartment.Itooktheusual3hoursofstudyby6on

thedotIwasdone.Itookashowerandprepared

myselfforthenight.Iwasdoneby7:00.Itookataxi

totheclubandtherestishistory.

.............................

2dayslater

.............................

ThelasttimeIsawJoaquinwasonFriday,whenhe

gavemeanotherforcefulridehome.Hedroppedme

offanddroveoff,heseemedoccupied.Hewasjust

sodistantandcold.IhadnotseenhimonSaturday,

itdidn'tsitwellwithme.Ikindamissedhimabit.It

wasSundayandIwaswalkingtochurchinmyblack

blockhighheelsandblackpencilskirtandpink

blouse.Mybabypinkbagwithmynecessitiesand

Bibleonmyrighthand.Theweatherwasperfectfor

awalkout,thechurchwasjustafewstreetsaway."

DoyoumindifIjoinyou"askedavoicebehindme.I

turnedaroundtolook.ItwasAmanga,hewasa



goodguyfromtheneighborhood,asI'veheard.Ihad

seenhimafewtimesatchurch,wehadnevertalked

toeachuntilthatday."Sure,whynot"Isaidcasually.

MyZuluwasn'treallygood,notevenneartogood.I

wasraisedbymyauntandshewaswhite.Theman

calledmyfatherwasnotaroundthatmuch.Iwould

knowmyfather'slanguageifhewasagoodman.I

knewafewwords."Hi,I'mSmangalisoZungu.I've

seenyouinchurchbutwehaven'treallytalked"he

saidgivingmehishandforahandshake."I'mCora

Maphumulo,it'snicetomeetyouSmanga."Isaid

shortly.Wewalkedtogethertochurch,wetalked

aboutthewheather,thesummons,theBibleuntilI

heardacarhooterfrom myside.Itwasatownship

sowewalkedinthemiddleoftheroadbutonthe

opposingcar'ssideoftheroad.Ilookedonmyside

anditwasthelatestAustinMartin.Thewindow

rolleddown,andthehewas."CanIgiveyouaride

tochurch"Joaquinasked."No,we'refinesir.It'snot

sofarfromhere"Smangaansweredfirst."Iwasn't

talkingtoyousmallboy,Iwasreferringtothe

beautifullady,youarewalkingwith."Hesaid."Do

youknowhim"Smangaaskedme.Ishookmyhead"



no".Bythelookonhisface,heseemedextremely

pissed.Hewasreadytomurdersomeoneandwhy?,

I'veneverknown."Sir,weappreciateyouroffer.But

pleasejustdrivealong."Smangasaid.Joaquingot

outofthecarswiftly.Hewaswearinglongblack

leatherovercoat,awhitevestandjeansandboots.

Heseemedoutofplace."Doyouknowwhatthisis"

heasked.ShowingSmangaapickofagunfromhis

waistside."Joaquin"Isaidrunningtohisside."I

wasn'tkiddingwhenIsaidrunalong.Areyouriding

withoryouwouldliketoseeabloodsampleofyour

littlefriendhere"heaskedlookingdownatme.Iwas

soclosetohim.Myhandsonhischest."Let'sgo"I

said.Goingtotheothersideofthecar,hecame

alongandopenedthedoorforme.WiththethingsI

readabouthim,Iwasnotwillingtotaketheriskwith

someone'slife.Hedroveslowlyinsilence.We

reachedthechurchinnotime.Heswitchedoffthe

carengine.Icouldseethechurchmemberssteering,

thanksGoditwasadeemedcar.Youcouldonlypick

fromthefrontandbacktoseewhowasinside."Are

youcomingwithme"Iaskedcasually.Helookedat

meforalongtimebeforeanswering."Maybesome



othertime."Thanksfortheride"Isaidopeningthe

doortogetoff.Hedidn'tanswer.Ithenclosedit,I

knockedonthewindowandherolleditdown."You

lookcutewhenyouarejealous"Isaidbendingover
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ItwassuchagreatSundayservice,thepreacher

gavemeanewreasontokeepthefaithandhope

growinginmylife.Thechurchserviceendedat

13:30pmasusual.Wewereinthechurchpremises

whenMrsZuluandtheothertwochurchladiesfrom

theneighborhoodapproachedme."Childcouldyou

spareusafewminutesofyourtime"sheaskedand

theothergirlsIwaschattingwithgottheircueto

leave."HowcanIhelpyouMrsZulu?"Iasked

puttingmyBibleinmybag."Childabouttheman

youhavebeenseenseveraltimeswith,umhIdon't

knowifit's"Icouldn'tletherfinish."MrsZuluI

thoughtItoldyouthatheismymathematicstutor"I

saidtappingmyfootinimpatience."Iheardthatbut

Idon'tthinkthatit'sappropriateofhimtodriveyou

tochurch,itisnotreallygoodfortheotheryoung

girlsaroundhere.WhatI'mtryingtosayis..".Then



theotherladycutin"childwhatwe'rebasically

sayingisthatheisaverydangerousmen,we've

heardstuffabouthimonthenews.Heisnotgood

foryou,ireallydidn'tknowthatheisamathematics

tutornow.Whendidthatstart"shesaidscornfully."

There'sabsolutelynothinggoingonbetweenthe

two..."..."Excusemeladies"Iheardthatvoiceagain

frommybehind."CanItakemyfuturewifehome

now,wehaveadinnerdatetocatchupandwe're

alreadylate"hesaidputtinghishandsonmywaist.

Rightthere,fromthatmomentIwishedthegrounds

oftheearthcouldjustswallowmealive.Whatwas

hedoing,myinnerselfscreamedinshame."Sheis

yourfuturewife?,Corayoudidn'ttellusthatyou

weregoingtogetmarried-tohim.Ithoughtyousaid

hewasyourtutor"MrsZuluaskedsofast,she

couldn'tbelievewhatshewashearingandbetween

herandItrustme,thefeelingwasmutual."Ohh,she

didn'ttellyou?,Heaskeddramaticallypretendingto

besurprisedandhurt."Wegotengagedafew

weeksago.sweetheartIthoughtyousaidyouwere

goingtoannounceittothechurchmembersand

yourpriestbutnevermind.Itmusthaveslippedyour



mind"hesaidsofastthatIcouldn'tfathomathing

hewassaying.Itwasalljustpassingbyalongwith

thewind."Wow"theotherladysaidinastonishment.

"Yeah,hardtobelievehuh?.Myheartisjusttooshy,

Iguessthat'swhyshedidn'tmentionit.AnywaysI

havetostealherawayfromyouprettyladies.Bye"

hesaidpullingmeaway.Leavingthemgagginglike

fools.

.............................

"Whatthefuckwasthat,doyouknowwhatyoujust

did?"IaskedrealizingthatIwaspissedafteralong

timeofdriving.Iwastryingtoprocessitall."How

manytimeswillIhavetoaskyoutostopcursing"he

shouted."Ohh,soyougettocurseallyouwantandI

don't.That'sbullshit"Ishoutedbackbutthebastard

justlaughed."Ilikeyoubaby,tobringbacktheold

extinguishedflames"hesaidchuckling."Youare

onetwistedsoul,mayGodhelpyou"Isaidfolding

myarmsaroundmychestandsulkingbutthenI

thoughtagain,sulkinginthatsituationwasnotgoing

tohelpme."Joaquin,doyourealizethatyoujust

ruinedmylife.Mysociallifeisruined.Iwasknowas



thisangelicgirlaroundtheneighborhood,Inever

drink,Idon'tchangeboys,letalonehaveone.I

respecttheelders.Andyoujusttookthatallawayin

justonesecond.NowIwillbeseenasthisgirlfrom

theneighborhoodwhodatesoldman,Ihateyou"I

saidcalmly."Yeah,ifIcouldI'dhatemyselftoo"he

saidgiggling."It'sallgamesandsweetsto

you,huh?''IaskedevenmoreangrybutIwasmore

angrywithmyselffornottryingtostopthenonsense

hewassaying."Youarrogantlysonofa....ofamxm"

Isaid.Hegiggledlouderthistime."Ilmiocuero

batte,lookatthebrightsideofthepicturehere,

thosewomenweretryingtodefameyou.Theywere

goingtoinsultyou,Isavedyourreputation"he

explained.Ijustkeptquiet"heywherearewegoing

exactly"Iaskedafterrealizingwewerelongoutof

theneighborhood,hehadjoinedthemainroad."

We'rearegoingtomyhouse"hesaidcasually."I

don'twanttogotoyourhome,justtakemebackto

thechurchifyouarenotgoingtotakemetomy

apartment"Isaidandthenmyphonehadtoring.It

wasthecheapestphoneonearth,itonlycostR150,

butIstillfunctionedperfectlyfineandIlovedit.The



callerIDwaswritten"mandycandy"."Hey,

Mandison"Isaidbeingforward.MrsMandisonwas

wasoneofourschoolteachers,shewasnotso

goodlooking,andherfashionsensewasaZero.So

alotofstudentsteasedAmandabycallingher

Mandison."I'mgoingtokillyoubeforethat

masculineguybeginstokillyouwithhisthird(3)

leg."Shesaid,Iswearmyeyespoppedoutandmy

tonguealmostfelloffmymouth."Whatareyou

saying,Amanda"Iaskedinatinylittlevoice."Yeah,I

gotyounow,didn'tI"shesaidgiggling."Howdo

youknowaboutthe...Youknowwho"Iasked,trying

nottogiveawaythefactthatweweretalkingabout

him."Mybitch,Ihavespieseverywhere.Igotmy

eyesonyou"shesaidlaughingoutloud."ona

seriousnotethough,whereareyouguysgoing"she

askedserious."Idunno"Isaidsuddenlyfeelinghot.

"Mxm,Iknewyouwouldnottellme.IguessIwill

justhavetocontinuekeepingtabsonyou.Anyways

besafe.YouknowIdigyouright"shesaid."Wait

whotoldyouaboutmywhereabouts."Iasked

really,reallycurious."Wewilltalktomorrowmorning,

beearly,OK"shesaid."Bye"Isaidthenhungup.I



putmyphonebackinmybagandleanedbackon

thesit."Can'tyoujusttakemebacktomy

apartment.Iamreallytiredandhungryandangry"I

saidemotionless."Ireallydon'twanttogotoyour

house"Iadded."Idon'tneedyoutowantto.Ijust

havetotakeyouthere,itreallydoesn'tconcernmeif

youwanttoornot"hesaiditlikeitwasnobody's

business."Firstyouforcemetogetintoyourcar

andthenyouforceyourselfintomyhouseandthen

thefoodandnowthis,whatelseareyougoingto

forcemetodo,huh"Iaskedupset."It'sreallyhard

todecidebutdon'tworryitwilldependonwhatwill

follownext"hesaidarrogantly.

.............................Wegotintohishomewithinan

hour,itwouldhavebeenhalfthatifhewasdriving

morefaster.Bythewayhehadchangedtheawful

clotheshewasinearlier,hewasnowingreyNike

tracksuitsandretroJordanssneakers.Helookedall

shadesofgorgeous.Thehousewashuge,he

showedmearound,Ilikethepoolbythewaterfall."

Youseemtohaveeverythingyoueverwantinlife"I

finallysaidafteralongtimeoftouringthehouse."



Almosteverythingbuttherearestillafewthings

missing."Hesaidthoughtful."Andwhatmightthat

be,ifImayask."Iaskedanyways."Abeautifulwife

andalotsofkidsrunningaround"hesaidlooking

straightintomyeyes.Wewerestandinginthe

corridor.Ifoundmyselfgulpingonmysaliva."Ohh,

yesafamily.Awife,Iwonderwhotheunlucky

womanwouldbe"Isaidtryingsohardtomakethe

fakelaughseemrealandconvincing."Iguessyou

willjusthavetohangaroundtofindout"hesaid

takingmyhandandpullingmydownstairs.Justthe

feelofhishanddrovemeinsane."Imadesome

lunch,come.Let'seat.Yousaidyouwerehungry."

Hesaid.....
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whatareyoudoing...stopit"Isaidtryingtostophis

handsfromroamingmybody."Please...justone

moretime.Justthisonce"hebegged."But,but...it

hurtsalot"Iwhispered."IpromiseI'llbemore

gentlethistime"hepromised.Andthat'showIgave

myselftoSalvatoreforthesecondtime.Thepain

wasnontheless,butifIhadtodoitonceagain.



ThenIwould,withouteventhinkingtwice.Welayed

skintoskinthatnight,itfeltsogoodtobeheldinhis

armsafterlovemaking.Ourheartswerebeatingto

thesamerhythm.

........justcheckingif,youcanseethepost.Page14

iscoming
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Salvatore'sPOV

Iopenedmyeyesandthereshewas,lyingjustafew

inchesfromme.Thebreezingwindwasblowingup

thecurtainslowly,theweatherwasgloomyandit

seemedlikeitwasgoingtohituswithafewdrops

ofrain.Thesilkshirtscoveredherlowerbodyand

herupperbodywasbare.Herskinlookedsosoft

andbeautiful.Iplantedafewkissesonherback,she

wassoundasleep.Iremovedthestrandsofhair

fromherface,hercherryredlipswereslightly

opened.Iworemyjoggingpantsandhitthegymin

myhouse.Icamebackafter40minutesandtooka

shower,mybrainandheartwerearguingwhetherI

shouldorshouldn'twakeherupforschool.Idecided



notto,shewouldn'thavebeenabletowalkproperly

eitherway.Iworemywhiteformaltrouser,white

poloneckknittedsweater,blackleatherjacketand

blackformalshoes.Ithenwentdownstairsto

preparebreakfastformyselfandher.Ididn'treally

knowwhatshelikedtohaveforbreakfastsoI

preparedaportionofeverythingthatIhadfor

breakfast.Iwasdoneafter30Minuteslater,Iput

hersonatrayandcarrieditupstairs.WhenIgot

thereshewasstillsleeping,Ishookherbodygentle

butshedidn'tbudgesoIscreamed"Corawakeup!"

Shesatonherbuttlikeamadwoman."Shit,school,

school...whydidn'tyouwakemeup?"Shesaidfast.

"Theprincipalisgoingtokillme...whattimeisit..."

Sheasked.Mindyouherupperbodywasstillbare,

herfirm breastsondisplay.Ifshewasarichgirl,

shewouldhavebeenaccusedofperformingplastic

surgery.SherealizedwhatIwasdroolingat"what

the..."Shehalfcursed.Shecoveredupandrushedto

thebathroom.Totakeashower,Iguessed.Shewas

walkinginafunnywaythough,shewasofficiallyan

hourandahalflate.AnywaysIputthetrayonthe

coffeetableintheroomandfixedthebed.Idecided



tocheckoutmyemailsandIdidn'tlikewhatIfound.

IcalledmissSamuals,myPAimmediately."What

nonsenseisthis,Sandra.Whereisthedriver,forget

thedriver.Mytruck,howdamagedisit"Iasked

furiouslyangry.Theemailsaidthatthetruckdriver

hadanaccidentyesterdayandthefruitand

vegetablesfortherestaurantweredamaged,which

meantthattherestauranthadnofruitand

vegetables."Thedriverwasbadlyinjured,heisin

theICU,thetruckistakenbytheinsurancecompany,

apparentlythedriverwasdrunk,Idon'tthinkthatthe

insurancecompanywilldomuchaboutthetruck."

Sheexplained."Whyhaven'tyouorderednew

vegetablesthen"Iaskedpuzzled."Sirthemanager

isoffdutyforthreedaysandhis

managerwenthomeearlieryesterday,hischildis

sick.Hetriedtocallyoubutyouwerereachable,so

hecalledmeinstead.AndIdon'thaveaccesstothe

bankaccount"sheexplained."I'lltransferthemoney

toyou,Iwantyoutodirectlybuythevegetablesand

fruitsyourself,I'llsendatruckfromthehotel

Paradisé,I'lldealwithyouguyslater.Idon'thave



timeforthesepettyissues."Isaidandthenhungup.
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Justafterthecall,Coracameoutofthebathroom

withatowelwrappedaroundherpetitebody."Where

aremyclothesandbag"sheaskedbusydryingher

hairwiththeothersmallertowel."Inthelaundry

room,downstairs"Isaidtypingamessagetooneof

myfriendswhowhoworkedatadesignerclothes

store.Shewalkedtowardsthedoor."Theyare

coveredinvomitedchicken,youknow"Isaidand

sheclosedthedoorthatshehadjustopened."ButI

thoughtyouwashedthem"shesaidinatinylittle

voice."DoIlooklikealaundrymantoyou"Iasked

standingupfromthecouchandapproachingherbut

shemovedtowardsthebedandsetdownindefeat.

Herelbowsonherkneesandfaceonherhands."

Couldyoudrivemehomethen''sheasked

emotionless."DoIlooklikeachauffeurtoyou...You

haven'tevensaidgoodmorningyet"Isaidchuckling.

"IsallthisfussaboutthefactthatIhavenotgreet

yougoodmorning"sheaskedlookingupatme.I

wasstandingoverher,withhandsinmypants



pocket."Standupandgivemeakiss"Idemanded.

Shegavemeadarestare,shefinallystoodupand

kissedmeonthecheek.Igaveheralookof

unsatisfactory.Shefinallygavemeakissonthelips.

Iheldherwaisttightlyandkissedherback,Istill

heldherwaistevenafterweweredonekissing."

GoodmorningJoaquin"shesaidsighingsoftly."

Goodmorningmyheartbeat"Isaidsmiling."Imade

youbreakfast"Iadded."Thanks...butIshouldreally

getgoing."Shesaidblinkingacoupleoftimes."Do

youthinkit'sagoodideatogotoschooltoday,I

meanthewayyouarewalking...notsogood.Ithink

youshouldusemyphone,calltheschoolprincipal

andtellhimthatyouaresickorinjuredorsomething.

Youcanusemyphone"Isuggestedbutshejust

Huffedandgotherselfloosefrommygrip."DoI

lookinjuredtoyou...Youdidthistomeandnowyou

arecallingmesickandinjured."Shesulked.Ijust

saidnothing."AndIdon'tthinkcallingtheprincipal,

usingyourcellphonenumberissuchagoodidea.It

willraisealotofquestions.I'llratherusemyphone"

shekindoffinallyagreed."I'msorry,yourphoneisin

thekitchencounter"Isaid.ShedidasIhad



suggested.TheNiketracksuitsthatIaskedmy

friendtobuyforherarrivedafteranhour.Weended

uphavingherbreakfasttogetherbecauseitwas

somehowtoomuchforher.Shedidn'twantto

acceptthetracksuitsatfirstbutIconvincedher

otherwise.Sheworethem."Iwilltakeyoutothe

mall,towatchamovieanddosomeshoppingor

wouldyouratherstayindoorsandwatchithereat

home"IaskedbutIalreadyknewwhatheranswer

wouldbeanyway."I'llstayindoorsandIwillbethe

onetochoosethemovie"shesaidunsurprisingly.

Andthenmyphonerang,"excuseme"Isaidleaving

thebedroom."Telescope"Isaidansweringthe

phone."Kong,whatisitthatihearaboutyoubeing

seeninoneofDon'sclubs"heaskedwastingno

time."Relax,Ihadthesecurityonpoint."Iexplained.

"Iwasgoingtocallyou,Ihavethoughtofsomething.

Idon'tknowifyouaregoingtobeabletopullit

off..."Isaidonaseriousnote."Spititout"hesaid."

Well...Iwantyoutoeraseallthepicturesandvideos

ofCoraonDon'swebsite,heckintotheirsystem.I've

evengotsomeresearchdoneonthis,doyouthink

you'dbeabletogetitdone"Iasked."Thatcouldbe



donebutitwillrequirealotoftimeandwedon't

havethatmuchtime.Herstrippingperiodwillbe

overwithinaweek.Whichmeansthatshewillhave

tobacktosellingherbody"heexplained."Shit...

Howmuchtimedoyouneed"Iaskedfuriouslyangry.

"Itdependsonhowthesecuritystandsofthe

websiteislike.Itcouldtakeacoupleofweeksora

monthorso...Theperiodisnotaccurate.We'dhave

tothinkofabackupplaninthemeantime"he

suggested."Man...LookIcalledyouaboutthe

tomorrow'smission.Doyoustillremember"he

asked."HowcanIforgetthat...OfcourseI

remember.Wewillhavetomeetuptonight,atmy

place.Weneedtorevisetheplanonelasttime"I

saidfirmly."SurebozzaYami."Hesaid."Letthe

restofthegangknow...Ihavetogo"Isaidthen

hungup.

.............................

IwentbacktotheroomontofindMariacleaningup.

"Where'sCora"Iaskedpagingmyphone.Shejust

staredatmeinconfusion.Ithenrememberedthat

theyhadn'tmetyetprobably."Imeantheladywho



washere"Isaid."Ohh,sheisontherooftop."She

said.Mariacametwiceaweektocleanup,shewas

probablyonherlate40s."Goodmorningtoyoutoo

sir"sheaddedasIwasgettingout.Yeah,shehadan

attitudetoobutaheadprettygoodatwhatshedid.I

exitedtheglassdoorthatleadstothepoolonthe

roof."Aren'tyouscaredofheights,lookhowfastthe

waterisflowing.Theremustbecrocodilesdown

there"shesaidwithoutevenlookingatme,I

guessedshefeltmypresence."Crocodilesdon'tlive

inflowingriverssweetheart''Isaidstandingbeside

her."Therivermustbeflowingtothesea,it'sso

enormous."Shesaidlookingallshadesof

fascinated."NowIknowwhatyourfavoritespotin

thehouseis"Isaidfoldingmyarmsaroundmy

chest."Orreally?"sheaskedsmilingatme."This...

You'refascinatedbyallthis"isaidsignallingwithmy

hands."It'sbeautiful"shesaid."I'vemetMaria,she

saysthatyouarethedevil'sadvocate"shesaid

tryingtoholdthesmileonherface."Devil's

advocate,ain'twesupposedtobewatchingamovie

rightnow"sheaskedwalkingtowardsthedoor,it

wasmorelikerunning."Hey,I'm15yearsolderthan



you,showsomerespect."Isaidwarningly."

Yeah,yeah,youdidn'tseeallthatlastnightwhenyou

werebusycryingformypussy"sheteasedthengot

in.Ijustchuckledandlethergo.Shehadnofilterin

hermouth.Shealwayshadsomethingtosay.

Anyways,Istoodrightthereforawhile.Justthinking

aboutwhatKevinsaidearlieron.Thethoughtof

Corawithanothermanjustmademybloodboilwith

fury.ShewasonlymineandI'ddoanythingtokeepit

likethat

[6/3,14:33]Lynne:Page15

Salvatore'sPOV

.............................

IfIknew,Iwouldn'thavesuggestedthatwewatcha

movie.Itwasanightmare,Imeanwewerewatching

achickflick.Itwasoneofthosecollege/musical

kindofmovies.Shewassoentertainedandenjoying

itwhileIontheothersidekeptfakingasmileand

tryingsohardtoconcentrateonit.ButthenIwas

savedbymyringingphone,shegavemethe"Idare

youtoanswerthat"look.IfIwasanordinarymanI



wouldhaveswitcheditoffatthatverymoment."

Escusa(I'msorry)Isaidalreadyonmywayout.It

wasacallfrommyPA,Iimmediatelyhadtodriveto

themarketwheretheysellvegetables.Icouldn't

evengobacktothecinematoletCoraknowwhereI

wasgoing.ItookmyAudiRS5coupé.Itwasnotthe

fastestcarbutitwasstillcool.Iloveditformyown

personalreasons.Idroveofftothemarket,ittook

me1hr30minutestogetthere."Sir,theownerofthe

shopsaysthatwehavetowaitfornextweek'sstock,

thefruitsandveggiesthatareleftarenotforsale,

therewereorderedbytheherothercustomers.We

triedourbesttonegotiatewithherbutsherefused

usbluntly."I'llgoinsideandtalktoher,youstay

righthere."Isaidgoinginsidethemarket.Icame

back15minuteslater,followedbyacoupleofman

carryingbasketsoffruitsandvegetables."Ithink

myworkhereisdone"Isaidopeningthedoorofmy

car."Sir,ifImayaskhowdidyouconvinceher"she

askedanyways."Idoubledwhatevertheywere

goingtopayher,mostpeopleunderstandthe

languageofmoneymorethantheotherlanguages."

Isaid,closedthedooranddroveoff.Ilookedonmy



rearviewmirrorandthetruckwasbeingloadedwith

fruitsandvegetables.Imadeametalnotetocalla

meetingonWednesdaysothatIcouldaddressthe

pettyissuesmystuffcouldn'thandle.SeriousIhada

lotonmyplate,liketheupcomingmissionwehad

toexecute.Icheckedthetimeanditwas2:30.Cora

wasnotgoingtolikeitifIwaslatesoIdrovealittle

bitfaster.Ijoinedthemainroadandrightinthe

middleofthecitytherewastraffic.Ismelttrouble

frommiles.Therehadbeenaroughroadaccident

andthenithadtostartrainingheavily.Iwasstuckin

trafficforfulltwohoursandafewminutes.Andthen

Istillhadtodriveslowlybecausetheroadswere

slippery.Myhousewasanhourawayfromthecity.

Itwasinthewilderness.That'swhyIhadthe

waterfallandthedam.Igothomeat5:30.Iparked

thecarinthegarage.Walkingonthestaircasesfrom

thegarageIheardalotofnoise.Andboomthe

wholegangmemberswerethere.Inmysittingroom

havingsomedrinks."Hey...Lookwhodecidedto

graceuswithhispresence."Kevinscreamedcoming

myway.WefistbumpedandIdidthesamewiththe

otherstoo.Wewerelikeafamily.Therewassixof



usactually.

.............................

Narrated

Thefivegangmembersgreetedeachotherwith

greatrespect.Theyhadtheirowndifferencesbut

theywereinseparable.Theyallneededeachotherin

someway.Letmebreakthemdownintodetails

1.AlonzoJoaquinSalvatore-Kong-whowasnamed

afterthegreatestape-hewasfearlessandmost

dangerousofthemall.

2.Telescope-KevinSandileCebisa-whohadthe

sharpestbrainwhenitcametocomputers-you

wouldn'twanttobefooledbyhisnaïvelooks-he

wasruthlesswhenprovoked

3.RajeshKumarSingh-Themachete-hewasgood

withknifes-couldslaughterafullhousewithinafew

minutes.

4.TexiangliChun-Theserpent-theundercover

agentwhocouldchangehislooksforagood

paycheque.



5.Mbuthocannon-Venom-hisspecialitywasto

lurerichwoman.

6.MichaelSullivan-TheJaguar-hewasadetective,

hewasprettymuchaspy.

.............................

"Whatareyouguysdoingheresoearly."Heasked

lookingathiswristwatch."Heaskedbecausethey

usuallymetatsixo'clock."It'squitecoldmanand

wehavewomentogetbackto"Michaelsaid."

Whichoneisit,tonight"theyallaskedinunisionand

thenlaughterfilleduptheroom.Salvatorenoticed

thatCorawasn'taround,"excuseme"hesaid

walkingoutofthesittingroom."HeyKong,sheisin

thekitchen"Kevinscreamedbehindhim.Salvatore

wenttothekitchenandfoundCoratherepreparing

fiveglassesofcoffee."Hey,whatareyoudoing?"

Heaskedholdingherfrombehind.Hejustyanked

hishandsfromherwaistandcontinuedwithwhat

shewasdoing."Justleavemealone"sheBsaidina

huskyvoice."Hey,whathappened"heaskedturning

around."Haveyoubeencrying"heasked.She

seemedsscaredandsadatthesametime."Take



mehomeSalvatore"shesaidlookingdown.She

liftedherfacebyliftingherchin.Hereyesweren't

redwhichwouldhavebeentheevidenceofcrying."

Youarenotgoinganywhereuntilyoutellmewhat's

goingon"hesaidfirmly."Whydidn'tyoutellmethat

yourfriendsarecoming,whyareyoulate.Theyare

scarytoo"shehalfshouted."Corait'snotlikethey

havescarsontheirfacesorsomething.Andsorry

I'mlate,Iwasstuckintraffic"heexplained."

Whatever...justtakemehome,Idon'twanttobe

here.Idon'tbelonghere.Ishouldn'thaveallowed

youtobringmehereinthefirstplace."Shesaidina

huskysadvoice.Athoughtcrossedhismind."Cora

whatdidtheysaytoyou"heaskedquicklywithhis

griponhisarms."Nothing"shesaidgettingaway

fromhimandunpluggingthekettle.Shecameback

withitandpouredononeofthecups.Salvatoretook

itawayfromher."Iknowforafactthattheysaid

something,Iknowthem,theyaremyfriends.Andit

alsohappensthatIknowyoutoo,youareavoiding

myeyeswhichmeansthatyouarelyingtome."He

said."Itdoesn'tmatteranymore"shesaidtakingthe

kettle."DamnitCora,lookatmewhenIamtalking



toyou"hesnapped.Makingherputthekettledown

swiftly.Heheldbothsidesofherhead."Itwas

nothingpersonal,theysaidthatyounowdealwith

smallfish,theyexchangedwordslike"Iwonderhow

longthisoneisgoingtolast".Theysaidthatyouare

usingme,noonecouldfillupKylie'splace.Butit

wasjustonerudeguy.Theothersstoppedhim."She

explained,eventhoughshewashurting.Shedidn't

wanttobethereasonwhyhefoughtwithhisfriends.

Butthetherewasonewordthatkeptonringingin

herbrain"Kylie"."Theysaidallthat?,Andthenmade

youmakecoffeeforthem."Heasked."It'sOKreally.

I'mgoingtojustgoawayfromhereandthenitwill

allbeover,theywillnothavetoseemeagain"she

saidgettingbacktowhatshewasdoingbeforehe

gotin."Youarenotgoinganywhere,I'mgoingto

keepyou.Theymightaswellsuckitup.Leavethe

stupidcoffee.ComeIwanttointroduceyouto

them."Hesaidpullingherbyherarm."But

Salvatore..."Shetriedtoprotestedbutitwasalittle

bittoolatebecausetheywerealreadyinthesitting

room.Theguyswerechattingloudly."HeyguysI

wanttointroduceyoutosomeone"hesaidalittlebit



louder.Theyallgavehimtheirattention."Cora,

thesearemyfriends.Kevin,Michael,mbutho,tiaxing

andRajesh.GuysthisisCora,mywoman"hesaid,

Corawasmorelikestandingbehindhimthen

besideshim.Hewaslikea3yearsoldgirlonher

firstdayofschoolandshewouldlikeclingonher

mother'sskirtorfather'strousersforlife."Niceto

meetyouguys"shesaidandnooneintheroom

missedtheedgeoffearinhervoice."Isshea

womanyet,shelooks13.Ithoughtyoulikedyour

womengrownupandmature.Lookathershaking"

Michaelsaidthenlaughed,herealizedlaterthathe

wastheonlyonewhowaslaughing.Theangerin

Salvatore'seyescouldn'tbemissedplaced.Hisjaws

wereclenched,handsfisted,andknucklesturning

pink."Lookslikesomeonewantstoseehisown

bloodsample"hesaidwalkingslowlytowards

Michaelwhosuddenlystoodupcauseheknewwhat

wascomingnext.Heheldhimupbyhiscollar."

Whatdidyoujustsay"heaskedthroughgrittedteeth.

"Kongman,comeon.Youknowhowhecanget"

Kevinsaidbutnotdaringtogetanywherenearthe

two."You'regoingtohitme,forher,thisbitc..."he



didn'tevenlethimfinish,hisunfinishedsentence

wasfollowedupbyapunchwithbrokehisnose.He

felldown,Kongwasabouttogettohimagainwhen...

"Joaquinplease"Corascreamedandrushedtohim.

"Justtakemehome,please"shesaidstanding

betweenMichaelwhowasonthefloorwiththe

bleedingnoseandKongwhowasfuming.''Cora,get

awayfromme.Iwanttodealwiththisdog"hesaid

tryingtomoveherawaywithouthurtingherbutshe

stoodherground."Please...formysake"she

pleadedwithsadnessandhurtmixedwithanger.

Sheheldhisarmandpulledhimaway.Shegother

stuffandhedroveherhome.Thedrivehomewas

quiet.Theybothwereintheirownworlds.Cora's

heartwasbleeding,whywouldthatguycallhera

bitch.Hedidn'tevenknowher.Shethoughtto

herself.Theytouchedtheapartmentwithinanhour

andSalvatoreinsistedonseeingherinsideeven

thoughsheprotested.Sherealizedthatitwasofno

use,theword"no"didn'texistinhisvocabulary.She

unlockthedoorandrealizedhowmuchshemissed

herownspace,yesbeingwithJoaquinwas

everythingshehaseverdreamedofwelluntilthe



Michaelguyshowedup.Untilhiswholeshady

friendsshowedup.Theybothentered,Coralightup

theapartmentandstoodrightthereinthemiddleof

it,herbackonhim."Joaquin,Ithinkitwouldbebest

ifyougetgoingyourfriendsarewaitingforyouandI

needtodomyownthing."Shesaiddrawinginsharp

breath."I'msorryyouhadtoseethat"hesaid

turningheraroundsothatshecouldfacehim.He

lockedhidhandsbehindherwaist,justaboveher

hugebutt."It'sok"shesaidputtingherhandsonhis

masculinearms.Theystayedlikethatforamoment.

"Ihadthebestweekendofmylifewithyou,thanks.

Eventhoughwedidn'tgettofinishthemovie"she

saidsmilingbutitjustdidn'treachuptohereyes."

Eventhoughmyjerkofafriendruinedit"headded."

Yeah...It'sgoodthatyouweretheretodefendme,

youareagoodguydevil'sadvocate.Wellatleastto

me"shesaidgigglingalittlebit."RespectIlmio

cuerobatte,Itoldyouearlier"hesaidsmiling.They

smiledandthengotbackseriousmodeagain.He

kissedherforehead."Goodnightmyheartbeat"he

saidslowly.Hedeprivedhimselftokissherlips

causesheknewthatitwouldhaveledtosomething



elsehehadnocontrolover."Goodnight"shesaid

back.Shehadhiscardriveoff3minuteslaterand

shehadtogototheclub.

[6/3,14:33]Lynne:Continuing...

Itwasaround12:00inthemorningwhenIgotback

homefromtheclub,itwasn'tthatfullsinceitwasa

MondayandIalsogotthebadnewsthatitwouldbe

mylastdayattheclubonthecomingSaturday.

Strippingwasnotadecentthingeitherbutitwas

betterthansleepingwithmen.Iwassoexhausted

fromtheexoticdancingbutIstillmadetimetostudy.

Iwokeupat6:00inthemorningandtooka30

minutesjogandusedtheother30minutestoget

readyforschool.Igottoschooljustwhenthebell

wasabouttoring.The3rdtermexaminationswere

goingtostartintwoweekstime.Ihadn'tseen

Amandauntillunchtime,Iwasinaclassroom

trainingfortheupcomingexams.Iwasaloneand

shebudgedinuninvited."Ineedeverysingledetails"

shesaidtakingasitnexttome."Gooddaytoyou

too,Amanda"Isaidclosingthetextbook."Whatever

ever,doyouknowhowworriedIwas.Youweren't



evenansweringmycallsandtexts.YouwentMIAon

me.Soselfish"shesaidfuming.Thattoldmeshe

cared,morethanihadimagined."I'msorry,Isaw

yourmissedcallsandtextsbutIwasjustsotired.

I'msorry,Ijustdidn'tthinkthatyou'dbethisworried.

Sorry"Isaidpullingmyearsinapology."Whatever

bitch,givemeahug"shesaidalreadypullingmein

forahug."OfcourseI'llbeworried,I'myourfriend

youfool"shesaidsmiling."Youaremyfavorite

bitchinthewholewideworld,Iloveyou"shesaid."

Eventhoughyoufuckmycrush"shesaidslightly

pokingmyarm."Whosaidwefucked"Iaskedin

shock."Ok...Ifyoudidn'tfuckthentellmewhat

madeyoutiredtothepointwhereyoucouldn'teven

callmebackandlastlywhydoyouwalklikea

chicken"sheaskedthenlaughed."Hemusthaveit

enormouslyhuge"sheaddedburstingintolaughter."

Amanda,that'senough.That'ssoinappropriatefor

youtosay"IsaidalittlebitlouderthanIwould

normallywouldhave.Idon'tknow,somethingjust

mademytemperaturerise,Icouldn'tstandher

talkingaboutJoaquin's...youknowwhat."Ok,sorry.

Iwasjustmakingajoke"shesaidlookingalert.



MakingmerealizethatmaybeIshoutedforno

reason,ImeanwhyshouldIcare.Ahhawhycora,my

innerselfsaid."I'msorrytoo,Ishouldn'thave

shouted,Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithme."Isaid

thenclosedmyeyesalittlebit,Ineededtothink,I

neededtofocusmoreonmypriorities.Joaquinjust

didn'tfitinthepicture,hewasjustgoingtodragmy

processdown."Doyoulovehim"sheaskedserious.

"No,no,no.Ofcoursenot,I'mwayoutofhisleague.

Andbesidesthereisnothinggoingonbetweenus,

sowhywouldI"Isaidwithalumpinmythroat.Iwas

suddenlyfeelingsadbecauseofmyownwords,the

realizationthatwearetwopeoplefromtwodifferent

worlds.Butifhedidnotlikemewhydidhecallme

hiswomantheotherday,myinnerselfasked.No,he

musthavebeenfeelingguiltyofsleepingwithme.I

answeredquietly."Cora,areyoudoingokay"she

askedputtingherarmsovermyshoulder."Yes,I'm

ok...Aboutourstudyingplans.You'dhavetodrive

withmetomyapartment.Thatwaywewillhave

moretime.Ithinkitwouldbeawasteoftimeforyou

toactuallygotoyourhomeandthentravelonce

againtomine.Idon'tknow,Ithinkyou'dhaveto



bringyourchangingclothestomyapartment.You

knowthatIwouldhavecometoyourhomefor

studying,butI'vegotwork.Myauntdoesn'tsendme

enoughmoney...Ihaveto"sheputherhandonmy

mouth."Shh..It'sOKreally.You'vetoldmeabout

yourauntandwork.Comingtoyourhousesounds

perfect,I'dloveto.AchangeofsceneryiswhatI

needatthemoment.AtlastI'dfinallyridewithyou"

shesaidholdingmyhand.Wewillstartnextweek

then"Isaidsmiling

.............................

Iunlockedthedoortomyapartment,enteredand

thenclosedit."Soyouwenttotheclublastnight?"

Avoiceasked.Ilookedaroundandtherehewas

sittingonthebed."Hey...Youscaredme.Whatare

youdoinghere"Iaskedcuriously.Myheart

threateningtocomeoutofmychest.Hiseyeswere

red,hewasawholelotdifferentman.Heseemed

sadandfuriousatthesametime."Youmustbe



enjoyingit,right.Theattentiontheygiveyou,the

skimpylittleskirts,ormaybethemoney.Thatcould

bethemainreason,tellmedotheyturnyouon...Do

theymakeyouscreamandshoutouttheirnames

likeIdo..."Hekeptontalkingandwalktowardsme

andIwasmovingbackwards,reallyscared.Icould

feelmybladdergettingfullbyseconds.Imoved

backuntiliranoutofspace,Iwasleaningonthe

doorandhehadhishandsroughlyholdingmy

shoulders."Tellmedamnit,doyouenjoyit.Why

wouldyougothere...Whycora,whywouldyou

fuckinggothere.Ithoughtyouweregoingtostudy

andgotosleepbutno...youhadtogothere."He

askedshakingme.Icouldfeelburningtearsforming.

"Joaquin,whatareyoutalkingabout...youare

hurtingme"Isaidtryingtogethishandsoffmy

shoulders."Youcallthispain...Youclearlydon't

knowthepainIfeltuponhearingthatyouwentto

theclub.Thatothermanweregloatingonyourbody.

Whydon'tyouunderstandthat...Jeteveuxpourmoi

seul,etquetun'apespasd'autresSmanga(Iwant

youonlyforme,thatIdon'twantyoutoseeother

men)"heshouted."YouknewthatIwasaprostitute



thedayyoudecidedtosearchforme,youknow

that'swhatIdo.Whatdoyouwantfromme,Ihave

nochoice.It'seitherthisorIdie...Anywayswhy

doesitmattertoyou,youdon'tcare.Yougotwhat

youwanted,whatmostmemwants.Whydon'tyou

justleavemealone.Whydoesitmattertoyouif

othermanlooksatmelikeI'msomepieceofmeat.

Why,why"Ishoutedbackmadly.Hehadthenerveto

comeintomyhouseandinsultme,likeIlovedwhatI

wasdoing.Iwasnotbornwithprivilegeslikehim.I

hadnochoice,ifIranaway,theDonwasgoingto

huntmedownanddothecruelestthingshehas

donetootherrunawayprostitute.Therewasnoway

outexceptfortwohardone,andthatwhyIwas

workingsohard."BecauseIloveyoudamnit"he

shoutedback.Itwaslikehecouldnotbelieveit

himselfthewayhereactedaftersayingthat.Myfury

turnedintofear."YesIloveyouCoraZabenathi

Maphumulo.Iloveyou"hesaidholdingmyhead

frombothsides."I'mmadlyinlovewithyou,afterso

manyyearsimfinallyinloveagain"hesaidin

realisation."No,no,no...Thiscan'tbehappening,

youcan'tloveme..."Isaidsofastlikeamadwoman.



Igotoutofhisgrip.Iwaswalkingaroundwhile

talkingtomyself."You,youcan'tloveme...youare

lying.I'mnottobeloved.I'macurse.Youdeservea

decentwoman,youcannotloveme.Youmustbe

confused,yesthatmustbeit.Youareconfusinglust

withlove"Iwasbusywalkingaroundwhiletalkingto

myself."Cora,stopit"heshoutedthroughgritted

teeth.Ifrozerightthere.Myeyespoppedlikeagoat.

Hewalkeduptomeandpulledmetositdown,he

satonthecouchandsatmeonhislap.Mybrain

wasn'tfunctioningproperlythatday.Isatquietly

figgitatingwithmyhands.Hepulledmeclosertohis

bodyandsnugglemetohisneck.Tearscouldn't

stopstreamingdownmyface,Iwassilentlycrying.

Heputhishandonmybackandkeptonmovingit

there.Afteralongwhile,Istoppedcrying,Iwas

cryingforalotofreasons.1.Heinsultedme2.Iwas

helplessabouttheprostitutionthing3.Hejustsaid

helovesmeandIdon'tbelieveit4.Heconfusedthe

helloutofme.Ididn'tknowifIhatedhimorloved

him.Itriedtogetoffhislapbutheheldmebackto

whereIwas,snuggleuptohisneck."Iknowthat

youdon'tthinkthatamanlikemecouldeverloved



you,letalonelove.ButbelieveitornotItrulylove

youandIamnotscaredtoletthewholeworldknow.

IloveyouCora"hesaid.Makingmywholebody

shiver."AndIknowthisbecausewheneveryouare

notaroundyouarealwaysonmymind,Ilovedyou

thefirstdayImetsawyou.Ifellinlovewithyour

blondishhair,yoursoftskin.Yourtinyvoice.Iknow

thisbecauseIgetsuperfuriouswhenIseeyouwith

otherman.I'mpossessiveaboutyou,Ievenlove

yourinappropriatemannerofspeaking."Headded.I

heardhimbutitjustdidn'tdo.AndIdon'twantyou

togobacktotheclubeveragain,I'llmakeaplanto

getyououtofthathe'll,jetheveuxrienqu'amoi(I

wantyouonlyformyself).I'ddoanythingtogetyou

out"hesaid.Iwasjustquite.Inhalingthefinescent

ofhisCologne."Saysomething"herequested.I

drewinasharpbreathandsatstraight."Iwantto

believeyou,trustmeIwanttobelieveeveryword

youjustsaidbutunfortunatelyIdon't,Ican'tlet

myselfgetluredintoyourworldonlyformetobe

burnedintheend.Anditwouldbebetterfortheboth

ofusifyoustayedawayfromTheDon.Heisavery

evilmen.Youmusthaveheard.Iwillgetmyselfout



ofthis,thesamewayIgotmyselfin.Ihaveagreat

plan,itdoesn'tmatterifitwilltake10or20yearsbut

I'dfinallygetout.andIhatehowyoumakemefeel

likealittlekid"IsaidthengotbacktothepositionI

wasin.therewassilenceforawhileandthen..."IfI

mayask,what'syourplan"heasked."TheDonsells

girlswhohadwrongedhiminsomewayorthosehe

feelsthathedoesn'twantanymore,theoneswho

doesn'tbringenoughmoney.Theyaresoldto

foreignbuyers.Myplanistogetenoughmoneyand

paysomeforeigntobuyme."Iexplainednotso

proudlymade"sweetheart,doyouknowwhat

happenstothosegirls?"Heaskedwithasmirkon

hisface,Icouldfeelitwithoutevenlookingathim."

Theyaremostlysoldtodruglords,gunsellersand

buyerswhousehumanorgansforsometwisted

rituals,othersaresoldtorichpeoplewhoareinneed

ofvitalhumanorgans.Sowhatifyourplangoes

kabishjustlikethat,you'dbedeadorworsearrested

forsellingillegalgunsorcocaine."Heexplained."

Andhowdoyouknowallthis"Iaskedlookinghimin

theeyes."YouknowwhoIam.Idealwithpeople

likeTheDoneverysingleday.InfactIkilledhis



fatherwhenIwasnineteen.Sincethenwehavebeen

enemies.Ihaveaplantogetyououtofthis.It'sa

littlebitinconvenientforyousinceyou'dbewriting

yourexaminationssoonsoI'mgoingtothinkof

somethingtobuyusTime.Ireallyabhorseeingyou

withotherman,worseifyouhadtosleepwithone

I'ddie.You'reonlymine"hesaid."Stopsayingthat

likeI'mjustsomeobject,Ihavefeelingstoo.Idon't

rememberagreeingtobesomeone's"Isaidalittle

bitlouder.Hekeptquietforafewminutes"what

shouldIdotomakeyoumine"heaskedsincerely."

Youaretheman,figureitout"Isaidcalmly."Ok,I'll"

hesaid."ButcanIgetakissbeforeIgo"hesaid.

AndIquicklysatstraightup."Youareleaving

already"Iaskednotlikingthesoundofit."Yes,have

animportantmissiontoexecute"hesaid.Iwasjust

lookingathismovingpinklips,hearinghimfaintly.I

thenleanedinforakiss,Itookhimbysurprise

becausehewasbusytalking.Heslippedhistongue

intomymouth,Istartedthekissbuthehadtobe

dominant,Ididn'tlikethat.Butit'snotlikeIknew

whatIwasdoingwhenIwasaroundhimbutstill.

Thekissleftmymindexploding,myspineArched



towardshim.Mynippleswerehardalreadyjustby

beingagainsthischest.Heslippedhishandunder

myskirtandkeptonmassagingmythighs,Iwanted

more,sinceIknewtheecstasyhecouldgiveme.I

wantedmore,Iwantedofhim,mybreathingrhythm

gotlouder,Ikissedhimwithhunger.Iwasinthe

processofunbuttoninghisshirtwhenhepulledout.

"Mhh,ilmiocuerobatte.Ihavetogo,nottoday"he

saidmakingmestandingupandhedidthesame."

Doyoureallyhavetogo"Iaskeddisappointedand

frustratedatthesametime."Yes,it'simportant.We

willdothissomeothertime.Wehavetherestofour

lives''hesaidthenmovedaway,walkingtowardsthe

door.Ifollowedhimbehind,forwhyIstilldon'tknow.

"Youdon'twantme?,Whatisitreally.AmIsuddenly

disgustingYou.Wasn'tmypussytightenough.What

isit"Iaskedtearingup.''that'snotfair,youknow

that'snottrue.Yousawthesituationwithyourpussy,

whywouldyouaskthat.Iwouldn'thavecomehereif

Ifeltdisgustedbyyourpresence.YouknowthatI

loveyou..."Hesaidthenkissedmyforehead."Then

whyareyouleaving.Youliedwhenyousaidyoulove

me,didn'tyou?.YouknowwhatIdon'twanttoever



seeyouagain.Gotohell"Iscreamedpushinghim

outsideandthenclosedthedoor."Corastopit,

openup.Coraopenthisdoor....YouknowwhatI'm

leaving"hesaid.Ithenheardhisfadingfootsteps.I

brokedownandcried."WhydidyoudothatCora,

whyareyousoscared,whydoyouhavetohave

insecuritiesandfears.Why,why,why"Iaskedmyself

screamingoutlouder.

.............................

Salvatore'sPOV

Idrovetothewarehouselikeamadman,itwasTwo

hoursawayfromthecity.Ihadalotofthingsonmy

mind,Corawasgivingmeunwantedstressand

worry.Ihadtogetpreparedforthemission.Ididn't

needstress.Itmostlyleadstoinsufficientfocus.

Thecarsandtrucksforthemissionwerealreadyin

thewarehouse,thegangmemberswerewaitingfor

me.Robbingatruckfullofcashwasn'taneasy

mission.Icheckedmygunsandovainthetrunkand

weredroveoffin3differentcars.Wewerecoupled

intotwo.



....3hourslater...

Therewassuddenlygunfiresblazingatus.Yes,we

hadmanagedtogetthemoneytrucktogetintoan

accidentasplanned.Wewerebusyloadingthecash

whenwehadsirensandtherewasashootout.We

tookcoverandshotback.Buttheywerealotof

policeofficersandwewereoutnumbered.We

signalledeachotherforarun.Machetewasbusy

loadingthelastbagofcash.Thepolicewereclosing

inonus.Ishoutedathimtoleavetheremaining

moneybuthewasastubbornguy.Ourcarswere

gettingruinedbyseconds.Isignalledforvenomto

covermewhileItriedtogetmachetetoleavethe

cash.Imanagedtogettohimbutonourwayback

tothecar,Ifeltthebulletpenetratingmyfleshand

thenlightsout..

.............................

20commentswillleadustoanotherpagepeople.

Lessthanthat
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Cora'spov



IwasstudyingalmostEverytimeIwasfree,Ineeded

tomymindoffthings.Nothingseemedtobealright,

thingswentwestandsouth.Iwasamess,but

thanksGodIwasastudyfreakwhenIwasstressed.

TheotherdayIhadoneofthosenightmares.The

pictureofitwasstillvividinmymind......Hehad

slappedmemorethantentimesandIwassickofit.

Mylefteyewasslowlybutsurelyshuttingoff.Iwas

scaredtoretrievetheknifeIhadkeptundermy

pillowearlieronbutheprovokedmebytakingoffhis

trunk,that'swhenmyhandslippedundermypillow

andgotholdofthekitchenknife.Hewasbusytrying

toseparatemylegswhenIstabbedhimontheneck.

Ikeptonstabbinghimonthesamespot,Iwasjust

sofedupwithhim,theassaults,theinsults,the

abuse.Hehadturnedmeittosomehardtotrust,

broken,insecure,lowselfesteemedmonster.He

finallyfellontopofme,Iwascoveredinblood.I

pushedhimoffmeandranawayfromhome.Ihad

mybackpackonlyandtheredbloodstainedwhite

dressIwaswearing.Ienteredthenearbychurch



bathroomandchanged.Tearscouldn'tstopflowing,

IhadafewR50notes.Myplanwastotakeabusto

Johannesburgandstartoverwithmylife.Ileftthe

onlyplaceIknewandcalledhome,atleastItriedto

treatitlikehome.IleftmysiblingsConnieand

Charles.Theyweremyhalfsiblingsinfact,theywere

bornaftermyauntmarriedmyfather.....anywaysit

hadbeentwodayssinceIhadseenJoaquin.It

painedmealotbecausehedidn'tleaveingood

termsthelasttimeIsawhim.Ijustdidn'tknowwhat

todo.Iwasinthecomputerlaboratory,doingmylife

orientationassignmentwhenChrissatnexttome.

Hewasoneofmyclassmatesandhehadaskedme

outatthebeginningoftheyearbutIsaidno.Hewas

suchacoolguyandclevertoo.Hewaswhite,"hi"he

said."Hi"IsaidcontinuingwithwhatIwasdoing."

AreyoudoingOK,becauseI'vebeenwatchingyou

forthepastfewhoursandyouseem...Idon'tknow,

distantmaybe"hesaidnotsosure."I'mok,I'mjust

stressedaboutthecomingexaminationsandI

haven'tstudiedalotso..."Ilied."HowisLydia?"I

askednotreallyinterestedinknowing."CoraLydia

andIbrokeupamonthago...Ithoughtyouhave



heard"hesaidinastonishment."Ohsorry,justthatI

don'treallypokemynoseintootherpeople's

business."Icasuallymentioned."Yeah...I'venoticed.

Areyousurethatyoustilldon'twanttogooutwith

me"heaskedlookingallshadesofhopeful."Sorry

todisappointyoubutmyanswerisstillno"Isaid

gettingbacktowhatIwasdoing."Youcanbrusea

man'sheart,youknow"hesaiddramaticallyhurt.He

wasevenholdinghischest.Ijustgiggled,hewas

suchagreatguyandgoodlookingtoo."Ok,letme

leaveyoualone...fornow"hesaidthenswagged

away.Leavingasmileonmyface.

.............................

Adaylater

Icouldn'tconcentrateproperlyinclass,Ihadseen

thenewsonutubeaboutthehijackofthemoney

truck.Iwasthehottestnewsaroundthecountryand

ithadhappenedafewhoursafterSalvatoreleftme

thatday.Hehadsaidthathehadanimportant

missiontoexecute.Andthenhehadjustdisappear

onme.Ijustfedupofallthewonderingandwhatifs.

Theshootingpartleftmyheartsocoldandscared.I



wassuddenlysufferingfromsevereheadache.I

askedmissKnightforapassoutandshegranted

metheletter.Itookataxihomeandgotmore

moneysothatIcouldcallacabtodrivemetohis

house.Notaxeseverdrovetothepartofthecityhe

livedin,peoplearoundthereweredrivingtheirown

cars.Itwassuchastandardizedplace,thatgaveme

nosenseofbelonging.TwohourslaterlaterIwas

onthegate.Igotthecabdriver'scardsothatIcould

callhimtopickmeupwhenIwasdone.Iwasinmy

whitelongdresswhatwhichwasshortsleevedand

Laceyontheupperbody.Mywhitebrawasquite

visiblebutthankGodIwaswearingablacksmall

Jeanjacket.Ihadmysilvergreysandals.Itwasvery

windy.Ipressedthehousebelltwiceandwaitedbut

therewasnoanswerfromtheotherside.Ten

minuteslatertherewasstillnoanswer.Ipressedit

thricethesecondtimeand2bodyguardscame

rushingtowardsthegate.Therewasquitealong

distancefromthehousetothegate."Miss,we've

alreadyseenyouoncamera,sirdoeswantyouhere,

pleaseleave"oneofthemsaid.Theywerewearing

theirusualblacktuxedosandsunglassescarrying



walkytalkies."I'mnotgoinganywhereuntilIsee

Salvatore.GodandtellhimIsaidI'mnotgoing"I

saidfirmlyanddetermined.Ihadtoseeifhewas

alright.Theotheronemadeaphonecall,"sir,she

refusestoleaveuntilsheseesyou"...."Oksir"he

said.ItwassofrustratingnottoSalvatorefromthe

otherend."Ma'amifyoudon'tleavein2minutes,

youaregoingtobeinalotoftrouble....let'sgo,Mr

Salvatoresaidwecouldleaveherhere"hesaidand

thentheyleft."Youcan'tleavemehere...please

openthegate.Ijustwanttoseeifhe'sok.Justfor

oneminute.Please"Icalledoutbuttheydidn'tbudge.

IkeptonringingthebelluntilIwastired,Isatdown

butIwasnotgoingtoleaveuntilIsawhim,whatif

hewasdying,whatifhisfamilywaspreparingforhis

funeralandtheydidn'twanttoletstrangersinside.3

hourslaterIwasstillsittingthere,itwascold,my

teethwerecollidingwitheachother.Myhandsand

feetstonecold.Iwasbeginningtodrizzle.Inafew

minutesitpouredmewithlargedropsofrainandI

wassoakingwet.Istoodupandringedthebellone

moretime.Myspinalcordwasstiffandsore.Irang

thebellonemoretimeanditactuallyopen.Itooka



fewstepsinside,andthenwalkeduptothehouse.

WhenIreachedthehousethedooropenfromthe

inside.Ienteredandstoodinthemiddleofthe

sittingroomlikeachicken.Joaquinascendeddown

thestairsslowly.Hewasleaningonthestaircases

raisedbar.Helookedalittlebitlighterthanthelast

timeIsawhim.Icouldn'twaitforhimtogetdown,

withthepacehewaswalkingin,itcouldhavetook

thewholeyearforhimtofinallygetdown.Ithrew

downthebagIwascarryingandranintohimand

gavehimahug.Hehuggedmebackbuthewas

groaninginpain.Iletgoofhimandheldhishad

frombothofthesides."Areyouok,Ithoughtyou

hadleftme...Ithoughtyouhaddiedandleftme

alone.Youarenotgoingtodieright.Youarenot

dead.Yes,you,youwouldn'tleavemejustlikethat...

andIamsorryforwhatIsaidthatday..Iwas—"shut

upCora,youaredrenchedinrain,Itoldyoutoleave

didn'tI,youalwayshavetodefymyword.Younever

listenandnowyouaregoingtocatchcold"he

snapped."I'msorry...ButIcouldn'tleavewithout

seeingyou,Icouldn't.Whydon'tyouunderstand,I

thoughtyoudiedAlonzo,Idon'tcareifIdrenchedor



goingtocatchcold.Idon'tcareifmyspineinfrozen

andmyfeetarenumb,eveniftherewaslightining

andthunderIwouldhavestillstoodthereuntilyou

openedup,whydon'tyouunderstand,Iwinnerable

tomakeitthroughifIlostyoutoo.Iwouldn't—''

Corait'sok,I'mnotgoinganywhere.I'mherenow

andI'llalwaysbe.Iloveyouandyouarestuckwith

meforlife....Nowcomeandtakeabathorelseyou

willgetsick"hesaidwipingoffmytears.Ishookmy

headinagreement.Wewalkedupthestairsslowly.

Heseemedtobeinpain.Heranthetubewaterfor

meandputinthebubblebathingfoam."Takeoff

yourclothes"hesaid.Myhandswereshakingand

myfeetwerenotsosteady.Itookofthejacketwith

greatdifficultyandhenoticedthat.Hehelpedmeto

takeoffthedressandunderundercovers.Igotinto

thebathtubandsoakedmybody,thewaterwas

warm.HeLefttheroomandcamebackwithablue

gown,blueslippersandawhitet-shirt."Wearthese

whenyouaredoneandgetundercovers.I'mgoingto

tellthecheftomakeyousomehotchocolatewith

mushmallowsandsomefoodtoo.Whenwasthe

lasttimeyouare?"Heasked."Idon'tknow,Ithinkit



wason—"that'snotgood,youcan'tevenremember

thelasttimeyouhadfood...justtakethebath"he

huffed.Hewaspissedandwalkinginafunnyway,

he'dshutoffhiseyessometimes,heseemedtobe

inalotofpainanddiscomfort.Ihadtofindoutwhat

waswrongwithhim.Afterthe30minutesbath,I

woretheclothesIwasprovidedwithandfeltwarm

instantly.Theysmelledlikehim.Igotoutofthe

bathroom,Ifoundhimsittingonhisbed,doing

absolutelynothingexceptstaringatthebathroom

doorway."Areyouok"heaskedconcerned."I

shouldbetheoneaskingyouthat"Isaidfoldingmy

armsaroundmychest."Whatdoyoumean"hecalm.

"Youseemtobeweak,wereyoushotJoaquin,

pleasejusttellmethetruth"Ipleadedkneeling

Infrontofhim."I'mnotcatchingupwithyou,what

areyoutalkingabout.I'mprettymuchfineandwhy

wouldIbeshot"heaskedchucklingcasually.Butit

wasnotnormal,hecouldhavefoolanyoneelsebut

notme.Icouldseethroughhimjustlikehecould

seethroughme."YouarelyingtomeSalvatore,

pleasejusttellmethetruth.Ican'ttakethisanymore.

Areyoudying"Ipleadedonceagain."CoraI'mdoing



thisforyourowngood,thelessyouknowthe

better."hesaidbrushingmyhairwithhislefthand

whichhewouldn'tnormallyuse."IfyouthinkthatI'd

gotothecops,youclearlydon'thaveaclueofwhoI

am.Justtellmewhereyou'rehurtandstoptryingto

protectme.Iamnotakid.I'vesurvivedalotbefore

youcamejustspititoutandI'lltakeit"Ihalf

snapped.HetookofftheNikeJerseythathewas

wearingandthevest.Hehadabandageacrosshis

chestanditwasalittlebitbloodstained."Igotshot

whileIwastryingtosaveoneofmyfriends,the

bulletmissedmyheartwithjustafewinches.Itwill

heal.It'snotthefirsttimeI'vegotshot.I'mfine"he

said."Isitsupposedtobleed"Iaskedtryingtostop

thewarnfearsatthebackofmyeyes."Notreally,I

guessitmusthavebeencausedbywalking

downstairsandupstairsupstairsrecently.Itwillheal,

don'tworry"heassuredmewithasmileonhis

gorgeousface."It'sfunnyhowYoutakecareofme

evenwhenyouareseverelyinjured,youareinsane

Salvatore.Whyareyoutoogoodtome.Youarejust

makingthingshardforme"Isaidwipingthefallen

tears."There'snoneedformetoputitoutthere



whenyoualreadyknowtheanswer"hesaid

seriously."Istoodupandtookadeepbreath."Now

thatIseethatyouaredoingwell,I'lltakemyleave."I

saidwalkingaway."Aren'tyougoingtohugme"he

askedholdingmyhand.Iturnedbackinahurryand

gavehimatighthug.Hewasstillsittingdown.We

stayedlikethatforafewminutes."Trynottoget

shoot,itpainsmetoseeyoulikethis.Ican'tbareto

seeyouinpain."Isaidlookingdownathim.He

pulledmeoversothatIcouldkneeldownandbeon

thesameheightashewas."I'll,ilmiocuerobatte"

hesaidbeforestealingaslowpassionatekiss.Iwas

in-betweenhisthighs."That'swhyIlockedyou

outside,Ididn'twantyoutoseemelikethis"hesaid

holdingmyneckafterthatkiss,thatgotmywhole

bodywarmandwantingmore."Butyou'remore

persistentthanIthought"headdedkissingmy

forehead.Iwasjusttenderisingbythehandatthe

backofmyneck.Itwasworkingonmynervesand

hormones.Ileanedinforahug,wrappedmyhands

aroundhiswaist."Areyouok?"HeaskedandIcould

feelthesmirkonhisfacebecauseheknewexactly

whathetouchwasdoingtome.Inodded.Heheld



mebackwithoutanyfurtherquestions.IwishedI

couldlethimknowthatjusthishandalonewasable

tomakemywholebodyvibrateinneed,IwishedI

couldscreamoutthewholeworldabouthowmuch

insanehedroveme,wishedIcouldtellhimthatI

missedhimwhenhewasnotthere,thatIthought

abouthimbeforefallingasleepandafterIwokeup,

thathisembracefeltlikehome.ThatIloveditwhen

hesayshelovesmeeventhoughhehadonlysaidit

thrice.ThatIthinkwhatIfeelforhimmightbeclose

toloveonlyifIknewwhatLovewas

[6/3,14:34]Lynne:Continuing

Narrated

Theybothgotundercoversafterfinishingtheir

dinner.AlonzolayingonCora'schest,thesilence

filledtheroom.Theonlysoundtherewastheir

racinghearts.Corawasdeepinherthoughts,she

feltlikeawholenewpersonwhohadjustdiscovered

immenselygoldensomething,shecouldn'tpinpoint.

Shewasscaredyetshewashappy."Alonzo,how

comeyoubecameagangster"sheaskedbrushing

hishair.Theyweresnuggleduptoeachother,itwas



quitecold."Afterlosingsomethingsovaluableto

me,myreasontolive"hesaidshortly."Idon'twant

totalkabout,atleastnotyet"headdedwithasigh

ofdismissingthetopic."You'resuchamysterious

man,IfeellikeIknowyoumorethaniknowmyself

butyetIknownothingaboutyou"shesaid

thoughtfully."Maybeit'sabouttimeyoumetwith

mysiblingsandfriends"hesaidpositioninghisbody

comfortably.''No"shesaidjumpyandfast."Iknow

youtobeawomanofmanycharactersbutInever

knewthatyouareacowardtoo,it'snotliketheyare

goingtobiteyou"hesaidcasually."WhatamIto

you,Imeanhowwillyouintroducemetothemand

pleaseIdon'twantyourfriendstoinsultmeagain"

sheprotestedagainsttheidea."It'ssimple,I'lljust

introduceyouasmypersonalperson,mywoman,

mygirlfriend,mysocalled"fiancé"tothechurch

ladies"hesaid,shecouldnothelpbutlaugh."You

areinsane"shesaid."You'rearethesame"hesaid."

Onaseriousnote,I'mnotoneofthosethingsyou

justmentioned"shesaidgettingbacktotheserious

topic."Ok,CoraZabenathiMaphumulowhatshould

amandotomakeyouhiswoman"heaskedserious



abouttheissue."Itdependsonwho'sasking"she

saidflattering."Well,AlonzoJoaquinSalvatoreis

asking"hesaid."Ohhk,IseebutIthoughthewasa

cleverman,youknowwhatheisagreatthinker.He'll

figureitouthimself"shesaidsmiling."Ohhreally"

heaskedwithasmirkonhisface."Yeah,Imeanthe

lasttimeIcheckedhewassuchasharpthinker.But

whoknowsmaybethebulletthathithischestturned

himintoadumb,dumb"shesaidgiggling."Ouch,

that'shurts"hesaiddramaticallyhurt."Howabout

AlonzoJoaquinSalvatoretakesCoraZabenathi

Maphumuloonaproperdate.Infactmakethatthree

dateandthenshewilldecideifshewantstobe

Alonzo'sgirlfriendornot"hesuggested."IsAlonzo

askingorsuggesting"sheaskedpurposelydragging

thequestion."Heispleadingonhisknees"hesaid

playingalong."Corawouldlikethat,sheissucha

okindlady.Soit'sayes"shesaidgiggling."Don't

youthinkit'sweirdthatwerearereferringto

ourselvesas3rdpersons"sheaskedlaughingmore.

"Notatall,it'scooldon'tyouthink.Thisshouldbe

oursignature"hesaidlaughingalong.



................................................................

Corawastossingandturninginthemiddleofthe

night,thenshesuddenlyscreamed."No,no,don't

leavememommy"shecriedoutloud.Alonzoshook

hertowakeherup,shewokeupsweatyandscared.

"Areyouok,what'swrong."Heaskedworried.She

justshookherheadandwentinforahug.Hurting

himintheprocessbuthedidn'tcomplain,hejust

groanedandheldhertightly."Itwasjusta

nightmare,it'sok.Don'tcry"hecomfortedher.She

heldontohimlikeherlifewasdependingonit.She

thenwenttothebathroomtowashherface."Isit

becauseyoudidn'ttakeyourpills,isthatwhyyou

werehavinganightmare"heaskedasshecame

back.Shegotridofthegownshewasinandwas

leftinthewhitet-shirton.Shegotundercoversand

layeddown,facinghisside."Yes,theyaremylife,

theyaremyanti-depressentcapsules.Theywere

recommendedtomebyadoctor/phycologist.When

Iusedtohavetherapysessionslastyear.ButIleftit

unfinished,itwasjusttoomuchforme.Inowget

themfromthepharmacy.Althoughtheiraslightly



differentfromtheonesIusedtogetfromtheclinic.

Thesearemorelikesleepingpillsandtheyareless

expensive.Ididn'tthinkI'dsleepover,soIdidn't

bringthemalong."Sheexplained.Alonzolayedon

hisside,sothattheycouldlookintoeachother's

eyes."Whydidyoustopattendingthetherapy

sessions"heaskedgettingridofthestrandsofhair

onherfaceandtuckingitbehindherear."Itwas

justtoomuchforme,ItbroughtbackmemoriesI

wantedtobury.Youwouldn'tunderstand"shesaid

wary."IknowhowthatfeelslikeCora,thereare

somethingswewishwenevergottoexperiencebut

yettheyhappened.Wetriedbyallmeanstobury

theminthedeepestofpitsbutwithjustlittle

incidentstheirmanagetoresurfaceandhauntus

back.Iknowthehallowshallowfeelingofemptiness.

Imightnotknowexactlyhowyoufeelandwhatyou

wentthroughbuttellyouwhat.Thepastisalsoa

partofuswemustlearntolivewithit.Becauseit's

neverreallyburied,evenifyouattendtherapy

sessionsandgetitoutofyourchest,itdoesn'tgo

away.Itjustsinksunderthewaterandletusfloat.

Youalwaysknowit'sthere,ithealsthewoundsbut



neverthescars."Heexplainedthoughtfuland

brushingherhair."Haveyouevermissedsomeone

youneverknew...ImissmymotherAlonzo,onlyifI

couldseeherfacejustonce.Ihavealotof

questionsthatIwantanswersto.Ijustwanttoknow

whatit'sliketofeelamother'slove,Ialsowanttobe

showeredwithlove—justonechancetobe..."She

couldn'tfindthewords.Theonlydifferencethattime

wasthatnotearswerestreamingdownhercheeks

butherheartwasbleeding.Fromthedaysheleft

home,shesworetoherselftoneverevercry,to

neverlookbackandfeelsorryforherselfbutthen

againSalvatorecameintoherlife,seemedlikehe

wasbringingherfacetofacewithherpast."IfI

could,I'dbringherbacktoyou.YouknowthatI'ddo

anythingtoputasmileonyourface.IfIcouldI

wouldtakeawaythepaininsideyourheart,eraseall

yourpainfulmemories.Everythingwillbefinewith

time,Ipromise"hepromisedandthenkissedher

forehead."Howcomeyouneveraskedanything

aboutme,ain'tyoucurious"sheaskedgetting

herselftogether."IknoweverythingIneedtoknow

andIthinkit'sbetterifyoutellmeaboutyourself



whenyoufeellikeit,it'seasierthatway"he

explained."Whichmakesmakesmesuspiciousof

you,haveyoubeencheckingonmybackground"I

askedcurious."Notreally"heanswered"whatever

thatmeans,Iamnotlikingthesoundofit"shesaid.

"Youshouldtrytogetsomesleep,it'sreallylate"he

saidcheckingtimeonhiscellphone."Iamnot

feelingsosleepyanymore,justwanttotalktill

morning"shesaidsnugglinguptoAlonzo."You

havegotschoolinafewhours,don'tsayIdidn't

warnyou"hesaidwarningly."Iwanttoknowwhat's

yourfavoritecar,movie,series,TVshow,island,

colour,music,partytheme,yourkindofgirlmaybe"

shesaidsoundingsoexcited."Cora,I'mtoooldfor

this,whatkindofquestionsarethese.Ain'tyou

goingtoaskme.HowmuchprofitImakeperyearin

eachoneofmybusinessesandwhichNGOsI've

donatedmymoneytooorwhataremynearfuture

goals"heasked."Joaquinplease,that'sa

professionallevel.Iwanttopersonallyknowyou.

Youcanspoilmymoodsometimes"shesaidsulking.

She'dsometimesfeellikethereweretoodifferentto

betogether.She'dsometimesfeelthatshewasjust



immatureforhim."Ok,I'msorry"hesaidgivinghera

slightlipkiss."ButIalsothinkthatyoushouldfind

outthesethingsaswegoalonginlife,I'mnotgoing

tomakeiteasyforyou.Findoutforyourself."He

saidCasually."Irememberthetimeyousaidyou'd

goouttohavecoffeewithmeifIgottopronounce

yournameproperlybutitneverhappened"he

remindedher."That'sbecauseyounevermentioned

it,younevertookmeoutforcoffee"shesaidcalmly.

"TellyouwhatI'lltakeyououtforcoffeeuntilyou

passout.I'lltakeyououttwiceaday"hepromised."

Mmh"that'sallshesaid.Salvatorewaslyingonhis

backandCoraonhisarm.Sheliftedherupperbody

tolookhimintheeyes.Shestaredatthemforalong

time."Ilikeyoureyes"shesaidsmiling."Theyare

beautiful"hecomplimentedhim."Areyoutryingto

makemeblush"heaskedalreadyblushing.Shejust

smiledbackathimwithoutsayinganythingelse."

Goodnight"shesaidsuddenlyfeelingshy"shegot

backtoherpillowandlayedonherbacktoo."Good

nightmyheartbeat"hesaidsmilingsoftly.

...............................................................



SalvatorewokeCoraupat4:00inthemorning,his

chauffeurdrovehertoherapartment,shetooka

shortjogandthenpreparedherselftogotoschool.

Salvatorewaswithhisfriendaround12:00inthe

noon."Ihavedonemyresearch,it'sallowedfora

clienttohireaprostituteforthewholetwomonths.

Youcaneventravelwithheroverseasbutit'svery

expensive,somewhereclosetohalfamillion.Ifyou

dothis,itwillbuyusTime.Whileweheckintotheir

systems."Telescopeexplained."Howmuchdoesit

cost"heasked."It'sR200000permonth,sothat

makesit400000fortwomonths"Kevinexplained."

I'lltransferthemoneytoyouraccountandyoucan

hireherformeforthewholetwomonthsandIthink

weshouldaddsomethingtothecheckingplan.

Somethinglikefakedeath.I'llseewhatpossibilities

ofherdeathmightbeandcontactyouwhentheplan

isfoolproof.I'llgethertodisappearfromthat

neighborhoodwhenshefinishesherexams"he

explained."ShouldIuseyourreallynamesforthe

hiring."Heasked."No,thatwouldbetooriskthis

time.Findaricholdman'sIDanduseit.Idon'twant

anythingtracedbacktome.Iwantacleanjob"he



explainedseriousandthoughtful."Okboss,howare

yourwoundsholdingup"heaskedconcerned."I'm

gettingthere,Ihaveanappointmentwithourprivate

doctor.Ishouldbefinewithinaweek'stime"hesaid.

"Youshouldbewoundedmoreoften,youarenicer

thisway"hesaidgiggling."Fuckyoudwag"hesaid

chucklingcasually..."TellmachetethatIwillmurder

himwithmybarehandsnexttimeIseehim.That

sonofabitchalmostgotmesixfeetunderground

andhehasonlycametoseemeonce"Salvatore

saidclenchinghisjaws."I'llpassonthatmessage

bro.Mywifesaidgetwellsoonbytheway.Wewill

allcometoseeyouthiscomingweekend"hesaid

gulpingdownhiswineandleaving."TellherIsaidI

missherfineasstoo"heteasedpurposefullyjustto

provokeKevin."I'llkillyou,yousonofagun...shit

don'tsaythataboutmywife.Doyouknowhow

manypeopleI'vekilledforthatass.Reallyyoudon't

wanttoenduponthelist"hesaidprovoked,hewas

pissedoff."NotifIkillyoufirst,youshouldreally

stopthisobsessionwithyourwife.itstwisted."He

saidlaughing."Dwag,youwouldn'tunderstand,I

lovethatwomen"hesaidseriously."Youwillfeelit



soon,withthespeedyouaregoingon,you'regoing

tobeworsethanIam"hesaidbeforeleaving.

..............................................................

Coracamebackfromschoolaround3:00pm.She

didherhomeworkandlaundryandthencleanedher

apartmentthoroughly.Itwassparklingcleanaround

6:00pm.Shetooka30minutesshowerandwore

herleggings,vest,longsilkyjacketandboots.She

putherstrippingclubaround7:00.Shegotthereand

didherheavynightmakeupandstripedlikeitwas

herLasttime,tookoffherbraandshortskirtwhenit

wastimeto.Leavingthecustomerswantingmore

andmore.Shewasrequestedtogiveaprivatelap

danceandshedidit.Camebackhomearound

1:00amwithanubberride.Shedidn'teventakea

shower.Shetookherpillsandthenwenttosleep

immediately.Wokeupat5:00andtookafullhour

jog,camebacktoironherclothesandgetreadyfor

school.Duringlunchtimeshewascalledtothemiss

knight'soffice.Shewasaskedtositdownwhenshe

gotthere."Cora,IcalledyouherebecauseIam

worriedaboutyou.I'vegottonoticethatyouare



slightlylosingweight.Areyouok.I'deverythingokat

home."MissKnightaskedreallyworried."I'mfine

thanksforasking.It'sjustthatIhaven'tbeengetting

muchsleeplately.I'mputtingmoreeffortonmy

studiesandIsometimesforgettoeatplusIgoto

workeveryevening.It'stough''sheexplained."Cora,

Idon'tthinkit'sgoodforyoutobeworkingduring

thistimeoftheyear.Iknowthatyouneedtheextra

cashfromthecafébutit'stimeconsuming.You

shouldbefocusingonyourexaminations.MaybeI

couldborrowyoucashforthecomingmonthsand

Youcanpaymebacknextyear"shesuggested

kindly."No,Idon'tneedyourhandouts.I'mdoingjust

fine..."Shesnapped."I'msorry,Ishouldn'thave

shouted.It'sjustthatmyaunttoldmetoworkhard

andearnmymoney.Idon'tbelieveinhandouts"she

liedandmissKnightbelievedherwithoutadoubt.''

it'sok,Icanimaginewhatyoumustbegoing

through.It'salotforayounggirllikeyou.Speaking

ofyouraunt.Isshecominghomeforholidaysor

you'dvisitheroverseas"sheaskedwithalotof

sympathy."Idon'tknowyet,I'llletyouknowwhenI

findout"shesaid."Ok,thatwouldbeall,haveanice



weekend"shesaidandthenCoraleft.MissKnight

hadwantedtoaskheraboutherbeingseenwith

Salvatorebecauseitwasthefasttravelingrumours

aroundtheschool.Shewantedtohearitfromthe

horse'smouthbutafterthereactionshegotfrom

herearlier,shedidn'twanttoaddtohertroubles.

Corawenthomeafterschool.Whenshegotthere,

therewasachauffeurontheparking."Whatareyou

doinghere"sheaskedapproachinghim."SirsaidI

shouldcomeandpickyouup,youhave30minutes

togetready"hesaidglancingathiswristwatch.

"What?,WhatifIsayno"sheaskedreadytostarta

protestagainstthechauffeur."Ifyoudaretodoso,

therewillbe5bodybuilderstodragyouintothecar

backwithin10minutesorless"hesaidopeningthe

doorforher.Sheenteredwithoutanyfurther

questions."Areyoumarried"sheaskedtryingto

breakthethicktensioninthecar.Butthechauffeur

didn'tanswer."Letmeguess,yourbossorderedyou

nottoexchangeawordwithme...Youaremorelike

arobot.Iwonderyouarelikearoundyourwife."She

talkedandtalkedbuttherewasnoanswer."

Mxmm,whateverRobinson."Shekeptquietfora



while."Thisisnotfair,anhour'sdrivewithoutsaying

anything.Ican'ttakeit,youseeIliketotalk,most

peoplesayitalktoomuchwhentheygettoknow

mebutthosewhoknowmebettersaysIalways

haveananswertoeverything.I'mjustlikemyaunt,

sheusedtocallmemisstalkative.Iannoyedalotof

teachersatprimaryschool,theyusedtocallme

talkativelittledevil'srascal."Shekeptontalking,the

chauffeurcouldn'thelpbutlaugh."Yes,that'sit.I

gotyou.Ididn'tknowthatistillhaditinme"shesaid

likeshejustwonalottery
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Narrated

Coraenteredintothehouse.Therewasnoone

downstairssoshewentupstairsinAlonzo'sroom,

hewasnotthereeither.Shecheckedthebathroom

andtheotherdoorwhichleadtoacloset.Andher

eyessuddenlypoppedout,itwasherfirsttime

openingthatdoor.Andwow,itwaslikeadesigner

clothesstore.Thevestsononeside,trousersinthe



middletwirlingcirclehangerandshirtsontheother

twirlingcirclehanger.Awallofshoesandawallof

watches.Beltsonhalfofthewall.Jackets,overcoat,

jerseysonanotherWall.And4mirrorsoneachand

everycorner.ItwasWhitelypaintedwithdarkspots

onit.Somespaceswereemptythough.Shegotout

afterawhileandfind4ladiesintheroom."Hi"she

saidalertandconfused."Goodafternoonma'am.Sir

hasaskedustohelpyougetready."Oneofthem

said."Readyforwhat,where'sSalvatore?"She

askedpuzzled."Wedon'tknow,hementioned

somethingaboutshopping,hegaveusdirectorders

togetyoureadyfordinnerwithinthreehours."One

ofthegirlssaid,infactwoman.Coralooked10years

youngerthanthemplusshewasstillinherschool

uniform."Ok,I'mCorabytheway."The4women

introducedthemselvestoo.Coratookasoothing

bath,onewomanhairstyledher.Theotheronedid

hermakeup,theotheronedidhermanicureand

pedicure.Shewentwiththeshorttransparentwhite

manicureandpedicure.The4thladyhelpedher

chooseadressfromthedressesSalvatorehad

shoppedforearlieralongwiththeshoes.



.............................

Salvatorewassittingimpatientlyinhishousebar,

havingsomeslightgin.Corawaslatealready,30

minuteslate.Salvatorekeptonglancingonhiswrist

watchandthestaircases.Thesuddenlyheheard

hillshittingtheground,helookedandthereshewas

ascendingslowlyfromupstairs.Inaredanklelength

dresswithathighhighslit.Ithadnoarmsbutitcut

onherneck.Sheworeitalongwithblackdiamond

earringsandnecklace.Blacksixinchhighhillswhich

wereredunderneath.Salvatorewalkeduptoher"

youlookbreathtaking"hesaid,couldn'thidethe

excitementandloveinhiseyes."Thankyou"she

said,herhandmeetinghis."Well,shallwe"hesaid

andshetookonemorestepdownandnodded.The

darkmaroonLexusLS500waswaitingforthemon

thefrontdoor.SalvatoreopenedthedoorforCora,

sheenteredandhewentovertotheothersideand

gotin.Thedrivertookoff.Salvatorepressedthe

blindfoldedbuttonandtheygottheirprivacy.He

reachedforCora'shandandheldit."Whereareyou

takingme"Coraaskedcrossingherlegsandher



wholethighwasbare."Imadedinnerreservationat

the MOMENTrestaurantforourfirstdate"hesaid

glancingathersmooththigh."Whenarewegetting

back"sheaskedturningSalvatore'shandoverso

thatshecouldcheckoutthetime."Weshouldbe

backby20:00"hesaid.Corasuddenlylooked

worried."IsentDollyamessageviayourcellphone,

saythatyouhaveastomachbugandsherepliedby

sayinggetwellsoon.Don'taskmehowIdidthat.

Let'snotgothrough,Ijustwanttoenjoyevery

minutewithyou"hesaidkissingherforehead

slightly.Sheaskednofurtherquestions.Anhour

latertheywereattherestaurant.Thedriverparked

attheundergroundparkinglotandtheytookthe

elevator,itopenedonthelastfloorofthebuilding.

Theygotofftheevatorandtheretheywere.Allalone,

Salvatoreledhertotheonlytableinthemiddleof

therestaurant.Therestaurantwasclassyand

elegant.SalvatorepulledoutachairforCoratosit

downandhesatdowntoo."Welcomesir,myname

isConklinandIamgoingtobeservingyoutonight"

aChineseguysaidapproachingthem,"good

eveningma'am"hesaiddirectlytocore.Whowas



foundbytheenvironmentshewasinbutshe

managedtosayhellototheguy."ShouldIbring

yourorder,sir.Oryou'dpreferrefreshmentsfornow"

heasked."Bringdinneranddrinksaltogether"he

said,fixinghisnapkin."Ok,sir"hesaidbefore

walkingaway."Whereareotherpeople?"Sheasked,

morelikewhispered."Iwouldn'tknow,probably

sleepingontheirbeds"hesaidchucklingcasually."

Joaquin,don'ttellyoubookedthewholerestaurant"

shesaideyesdaring."Iwantedprivacy"hesaidlike

it'snobigdeal.Corawasnotpleasedatall,shekept

quiet."Areyouupset"heaskedwithasmirk.She

justkeptquiet.TheConklinguycamebackwitha

seafoodplatterrecommendedfortwoandputiton

thetable,helatercamebackwithabottleofwinein

icedmetallicsilverbucket.Putitonsidetableand

poureduptwoglasses."Excuseme,couldihave

orangejuice"Coraaskedthewaiter."Ofcourse

ma'am"thewaitersaidandthengotheranumbrella

andlemondecoratedglassoforangejuice.Hethen

wentaway."Areyounotgoingtoanswerme"he

askedcalmly."Ijustthinkthatitwasunnecessary

foryoutobookthewholerestaurant,it'sawasteof



money"shesaidandthentookadeepbreath."

Moneyisnotaproblem,Iwantedtodosomespecial

foryou.What'swrongwithtryingtoimpressmy

date"hesaidsighingsoftly."Lookevenifyoutook

metothetownshipofslumpedeatery,I'dstillfeel

specialandimpressedaslongasyouarethere."She

explained."Allthismusthavecostalotofmoney.

Don'tevertrytoimpressmewiththesekindof

things.I'mjustasimplegirlandyes,Idon'twantto

beconsideredagold-digger"shesaidtakingabig

sipofjuice."Corastopit,nottoday.Please,let'snot

thinkabouttheoutsideworld.LetitjustbeyouandI.

"Hesaidreachingoutforherhandsacrossthetable.

Coranoddedwithaslightsmile."Let'shavedinner"

hesaid."Bythewaytheselookalittlebit

unappetizing.Youshouldhaveorderedmeburger

instead,Idon'tevenknowhowtoeatthese."He

saidpickinguponeoftheprawnsandexaminingit."

I'llteachyou"hesaidchucklingunbelievingly.And

yesindeedhedid."IthinkIlikethemusselsand

calamarimore"shesaidinpurebliss."TheKong

clipismyfirstfavorite"Salvatoresaid."Joaquin"she

calledout."Thankyou"sheadded."Youwillthank



melater,properlyinthebedroom"hesaidwitha

dangeroussmile."YouknowwhatImean"headded.

"No,Idon't"shesaidinnocentlybutsuddenlyfeeling

hotandshy."IthinkyouknowexactlywhatImean,il

miocuerobatte"hesaidseductively."No,Idon't"

sheprotestedshyandgulpeddownherjuice.She

wassuddenlyfeelingfullbutthendessertcame.It

wassemifreddo.Shewasbeggedtohaveit.She

likeditintheend."Ithoughtyouweregoingtohave

winewithme"Salvatoresaidgiggling."What'sso

funny"sheaskedpuzzledbythesuddenlaughter."

I'mjustthinkingmaybe,justmaybeyouareafraid

it'dmakeyoubegmetotakeyou...ormaybeIt's

becauseyou'dstartflyingtonewYork.Oryou'dstart

saying'don'tcrySalvatore,it'sok'youareone

interestedladyCora"hesaidgiggling."Ididallthat"

sheaskedfeelingembarrassed."ButIstilldisagree

onthebeggingpart,I'dnever"sheaddeddefense."

It'sok,youcoulddrinkthewineandI'llsetupa

camerasothatwecouldhaveproof"hesuggested."

Noways"sherefusedstraightup."Youaresucha

spoilsports,butonedayisoneday"hesaid

soundingalltypesofdisappointed.Hestoodupand



pulledCorabyherhandssothatshecouldstandup.

"Wherearewegoing"heaskedfellinglazy."Toget

abetterviewofthecity"hesaid.Theytook

staircasestotherooftopofthebuilding.Andthere

itwas,thebestofthecity,ofthelightandmostlyof

thestars.Corawalkedaroundallfoursidesofthe

building."Wow"sheexclaimedsmiling."Beautiful

isn'tit"Salvatoresaidputtinghishandsonhispants

pocket.Hewaswearingablackblurscotchedsuit

withblackshoesandcrispywhiteshirt,thetwotop

bottonswereunbuttoned.Showinghismasculine

hairychest.Corastoodonhissideandtheylooked

atthecityofJohannesburgtogether.Andsuddenly

therewasmusicplaying,itwasLuthervandrossft

Beyonce,thecloserIgettoyou.Salvatorehad

playeditonhisiPhone."CanIhavethisdance"he

askedalreadyholdingCora'shandandwaist."I

don'tknowhowtodance"shemurmuredsoftlyand

scaredofdisappointinghim."Letmereachyou

then"heofferedfeelingthetension,shenodded"yes".

Andtheydancedslowly.. ThecloserIgetto

you.themoreyoumakemesee.bygivingmeall

you'vegot,yourlovehascapturedme....over,and



overagain.Itriedtotellmyselfthatwecouldnever

bemorethanfriends.WhenallthewhileinsideI

knew.Itwasreally,thewayyoumakemefeel....

Lyingherenexttoyou.Timejustseemstofly.Need

youmoreandmore.Let'sgiveloveatry... he

reachedherhowtodance,inhisarmsshefeltwarm,

lovedandhome.Shefeltthesenseofbelonging

wheneverhewasaroundandshewonderedwhy.

Herheadleaningtowardshischestandlisteningto

theheartthatbeatforher.Theywentbackhome

around9:30andwenttobed
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Cora'spov

Iwokeupearlyinthemorning,Salvatorewaslying

nexttome.Sopeaceful.Itwas5:00am.Iwentand

tookashower,woreoneofthedresseshehad

boughtmeyesterdaywhilecallingacab.Hewasstill

asleep,Ikissedhimgoodbyeandleft.Idecidedto

dropbyatAmanda'splace,itwasaSaturdaybythe

way.Shelivedinanestate.Iwalkedupfromthe

maingatetoherparent'shouse.Irangthedoorbell

andthedooropenedupafewminuteslater,she



wasstandingthere,rubbinghereyes.Seemedlikei

justwokeherupfromthedeepestofsleep."Hey,

whatapleasantsurprise.Whatareyoudoinghere"

shesaidhuggingme."Icametoseeyou.Good

morning"Isaidwithawidesmile."Morningbff,are

youoknow...Wowlookatyourself.Thedress,it's

beautiful.Whendidyoubuyit"sheaskedlettingme

in."Thankyou,Igotityesterday"Isaid,walking

towardsthekitchen."I'mstarving"Isaidopeningthe

refrigerator."Cora,istheresomethingthatImust

know...what'sgoingonwithyou.We'venotbeen

talkinglatelyandyesterdayyouwereemotional

drainedandIknowthatyoulied,sayingthatyouare

sick.Sothatyoucouldgetapassout"sheasked

concerned."Andtodayyoucomeherewearingthis

seeminglyexpensivedress.What'sgoingon"she

added."Ok,i'llexplaineverythingbutfirstyouneed

togetagoodshowermyfriend."Isaidtakingout

milkandbananasfromtherefrigerator."I'mnot

goingtodothat,knowwhat.I'mgoingtowashmy

faceandbrushmyteeth.Iwon'tletyouDodgemy

questionsthistimearound"shesaidhurrying

upstairs.Imademyselfcornflakeswithslicesof



bananasandcrunches.Iwassittingonthehigh

kitchenislandcounterchair.Shecameback,stillin

herPJsbuthefacelookedfreshandherhairwas

combed."So?..."Shesaidsittingdownonthe

oppositesideofthecounter."So,yesterdayIwasn't

reallysick.IagreethatIliedbutitwasforagood

course.IjustwantedtoseeJoaquin.Ihadn'tseen

himindaysandIwasworried."Iexplainedwhile

eating."FirstofallIdon'tknowwhothis'Joaquin'

guyis,secondlysincewhendidyoustartworrying

aboutguys?"Sheaskedpuzzled."Ohhright,

SalvatoreisJoaquin,JoaquinisSalvatore"I

explained."Wow,soyouguyshavebeenseeing

eachother.Sothedress..."Shesaideyebrowsraised.

"Heboughtmeacoupleofdressesyesterdayand

wewentoutonadinnerdate"Isaidslowly."You

guysaredatingnowandCorawhenwereyou

planningtotellmeifIdidn'taskyouprobably

wouldn'thavetoldme."Sheaskedupset."Andthen

youcallmeyourfriend.Itellyoueverythingbutyou

keeponhidingthingsfromme,why"sheasked."I'm

sorry"Isaidreallysorry.Iwasafraidshe'djudgeme

ifItoldherthewholetruthaboutmyself.Shewas



myonlyfriendandIdidnotwanttoloseher."For

metoacceptyourapology,yougottahelpmeclean

upmyroom"shesaidwithasmirk."Idon't

understand,isn'titthecleaner'sdutytodoso"I

askedconfused."Myparentsgaveherdirectorders

tonevercleanmybedroom,saidthingslike,they

didn'twanttogetmespoiledandstuff."She

explainedrollinghereyes."Ok,butafterthat.Wewill

goswimming.ThemainreasonI'mhere"Isaid

seriously."Whatever...butyouwilltellmemore

aboutMrSalvatorejunior"shesaidputtingbothmy

bowlinthewashingbasin.

................................................................

Wespentalmost4hoursintheswimmingpool,we

haddrinksunderumbrella."Heissuchagentleman,

bookingthewholerestaurant,wow"shesaid

soundingimpressed."Istillthinkhedidittoshow

off"Isaidreallythinkingaboutwhathedid."What

doyoumean...anywayswhat'swrongifaguyshows

offonhisnewgirlfriend."Shesaidcasually."So

romantic"sheadded."I'mnothisgirlfriend"Isaid

slowlyandsternly."What?,Whatdoyoumean.You



meantosaythatyouguysdidthedeedwithout

beinggirlfriendandboyfriend"sheaskedastonished.

"Kindof..youwouldn'tunderstand.Iwasnotmyself

thatdayAmanda.Hedidthingstometha...it's

complicated"Ifinallyhuffed."Youmeantosayyou

lethimhaveyourcookie,worsemakeyouwalklikea

chickenbutyoudon'tloveeachother"sheasked."

LikeIsaidit'scomplicated...Ihadnocontroloverthe

situation.I,I..."Icouldn'tfindthewords.Whenever

hetouchedme,mywholebodyfeltwarmhewas

likeadrugandIwasaddictedtohistouch."Mmh,

tough.Sonowwhatisgoingonbetweenthetwoof

you?"Sheaskedlostofwords."Twomoredates

andI'lldecideifIwanttobehisgirlfriendornot"I

explained."Isn'talittlebittoolateforthat,Imean

youguys,literallybehaviorlikeboyfriendand

girlfriendorevenworse.Whykeeponstallingwhen

youalreadyknowthatyouwanthimandhewants

youtoo.Whydo-"thenmyphonerang.Igotoutof

thepoolandwrappedatowelaroundmybody.

Answeredthephonewhilesittingonthecampchair.

"Hello"said.Itwasananunknownnumber."Ilmio

cuerobatte,whereareyouat"heaskedwithout



wastingtime."GoodafternoontoyoutooJoaquin"I

saidseriously.Hehadnomannersorwhatsoever."

Ohhk,whereareyou?"Heaskedonceagain.He'd

neverrepent."Iamatmyfriend'shouse"Isaid

sighingsoftly."Ineedyouhere ,adriverwillcome

andpickyou.Andforyourfriendssake,Ihopeyour

friendisnotamale"hesaidthenhunguponme.

Howwashegoingtogetmylocation,Iwondered

butthenagain30minuteslater,hecalledsayingI

shouldgotothemaingatebecausethedriverwas

notonthevisitorsestatelist.Sohewasforbiddento

enter.IwasstillwearingthesamedressIwas

wearingearlier.Itwasasilkyshinybabypinkdress,

whichhadtinystraplesonshoulderslikeavest.It

reachedbelowmyknees.Itwasalittlebittight,I

woreitwith3inchhillswhichwerelikesandalsbut

haddiamondsonthelines.Theonlydifferencewas

thatIworeitwithoutabrabecauseIusedittoswim.

Amandahadsmallboobs,sohebrascouldn'tfitme.

SheborrowedmeoneofherlargestshortsandI

woreitalongwiththebraIcamewearing.We

reachedSalvatore'shousearound1:00pm.Hewas

sittingonthesittingroomwhenIwalkedin,the



housesmeltoffreshlypreparedfood.Itsmeltso

divinely."Comeandsithere"heorderedpattinghis

lap.Iwalkeduptohim.Heseemedalittlebitpissed.

Forwhat?Myinnerselfaskedconfused.Iwentand

satnexttohim,onthecouch."Cora,Isaidsithere"

hesaidglancingatmewiththeevilestlook,I've

neverseen.Hewascalmandcollectedbutpissed.I

satonhislap,uncomfortably.Hepulledmecloserto

hisbodyandputhishandonmywaist."Wherewere

you?"Heaskedjawsclenched."LikeIsaidbeforeI

waswithafriendofmine"isaidrollingmyeyes."

Don'tyoudarerollyoureyeswhenI'mtalkingtoyou.

AndwhogaveyoutherighttocorrectthewayI

speak.Worse,Infrontofyourfriend."Hesaidboiling.

"Iwasjustsaying...it'snotabigdeal."Isaid

unshaken."Whosaidyoucantalk,I'mstilltalking

here"heroared."Ok,youknowwhat.I'msorry.Sorry

foreverything.Idon'thaveenergyforthis"Isaid

thenwaltzedupstairs.Hewasbusycallingoutmy

namebutIjustignoredhim.Igotintosomeguest

roomandlockedup.Idon'tknowwhenIfellasleep

butIwaswokenupbyacoupleofknocksonthe

doortwohourslater.IopenedupanditwasJoaquin.



Isteppedawayanddecidedtogowashmyfacein

thebathroom,Iwaswipingmyfacewhilestanding

Infrontofthemirrorandhestoodbehindme,so

closely."Wehaveguests"hesaid."Youmeanto

saythatyouhaveguests''Isaidtakingadeep

breath."Iamleaving"Isaidtryingtomovebuthe

puthisarmsaroundmeandheldontothewashing

basinunderthemirror."IamsorryforwhatIdid

earlier"hesaidbrushinghisforeheadonmyleft

shoulderlikeamadman."Ijustdidn'tlikeitwhenI

wokeupandyouweren'tthereandIgotmadwhenI

heardyousayingthatyouwerewithafriendwhomI

don'tevenknow"hesaidbrushinghisforehead

slightlyonmyhair."WhateverAlonzo,I'mtiredofall

thisdrama.Iwanttoleave,bythewayAmandaisa

femalefriend"Isaidturningaroundtolookhimin

theeyes."Andyoucan'tkeeponkeepingtabsonmy

everydaymove.Idon'tevenknowhowyougotto

knowmylocation.Stoptreatingmelikea5yearsold

kid."Isnapped.''I'msorry,itwillneverhappenagain"

hepromised.Hisforeheadonmine.Hewasgiving

methatlookIcouldn'tresistwhenhewasaskingfor

something.Andhisclosenesswasoverheatingmy



body."NotnowSalvatore,justletmego.Ineedto

cooldown.Youhurtmyfeelings."Ipleaded."Ok,you

cangolaterbutI'veinvitedguestsoverandItold

themaboutyou,theyaresoeagertomeetyouat

leastmeetthem.Pleasestayforanhourandthen

youcanleave"hepleaded."Ok,foronehour"Isaid.

"Thankyou"hesaidputtinghishandsonmywaist

instead.Hethenkissedmyforehead."Iloveyou"he

said.ijustnoddednotknowingwhattosaytothat."

Whoareyourguestsbytheway"Iaskedcuriously."

Myyoungersisterandbrotherandmyfriendswith

theirgirlfriendsandwives."Hesaidgivingmea

slumpinmythroat,Iwassuddenlyfeelinghotand

cold.Myheadwaspounding."Itoldyou,Iamnot

readytomeetupwithyourfamilymembers,and

yourfriendsarejustrude.Whatnonsenseisthis,

shit,shit,shit.....ohhgod.WhatdidyoudoJoaquin.

Ohhgodpleasesaveme.Whatdidyoutellthem

aboutme—''Iwasinapanickingstate."Calmdown,

theyareharmlesspeopleplusMichaelisnothere.

Justrelax,theyarenicepeople.ishouldhavetold

youearlierandsorryfortheinconvenience"hesaid

removingthestrandsofhairfrommyface."You



alwaysdothis,Iamnotgoingtoforgiveyouforthis,

Joaquin.Let'sgo"Isaidtakingadeepbreath,trying

togetmybraveryactonpoint."Youfuckmeover

andoveragainjustbecauseyouknowthatyoucould

apologiesandI'dacceptit.Wellnotthistime

around"Isaidexitingtheroom.Ifoundalotof

peopleinthekitchen,somewerelaughing,some

havingsome,somesittingonotherslaps.Istood

dumbfoundonthedoorway."Hi,youmustbeCora,

right?"Onegirlsaidapproachingme.Inodded,heart

racing."Well,I'mEsihleDlamini,Alonzo'syounger

sister,andthisismybrotherSibonisoDlamini"she

saidandtheSibonisoguysteppedforward,gaveme

anunexpectedhug."It'ssonicetomeetyou,future

sisterinlaw"hesaid,scaringmeevenmore."I'm

likingyoualready"hesaidsmilingbutthesmilewas

directedbehindmeandIfeltSalvatore'spresence

therewithoutevenlooking.Heheldmywaist."Back

offsbo"hesaidwarningly.Sibonisojustlaughed."

Heyguys,thisisCora"heintroducedmeand

introducedthem tometoo.TherewasKevinandhis

gorgeouspregnantwife,andtheotherguywho's

nameIforgoteventually,hewaswithhischubby



cutewifetoo.Theotherfriendsbroughtalongtheir

slayQueensgirlfriendsandSibonisowaswithhis

wifetoo.Esihlewastheonlyonealone,shewas

5yearsolderthanme.TheothergirlsseemedMore

olderthanmeandmaturetoo.Theyhadclass,which

mademewonderwhySalvatorechosetowastehis

timewithmewhenhecouldhaveawomanjustlike

hisfriendshad.Wewereontherooftop,bythepool,

braaingmeat...Theotherladieswereswimmingin

theswimmingpoolwhileIwassittingononeofthe

knittedcoucheswithEsihleandKevin'swife.

Salvatorewassittingontheacrossdiningtablewith

hisbrotherandthreeotherguys.Theothertwowere

braaingmeat.Hewouldstareatmeconstantlywith

hisaffectionateeyesbutIwasn'tfallingforit,Iwas

stillangryathim.InfactIwasfurious."Sohowdid

youtwomeet"IaskedKevin'swife.Shewasanice

lady."Itwasnotanormalthing,wehadanarranged

marriage.Iabhorredhimatfirst.Icontinuedtodate

withmyboyfriend,healsohadagirlfriend.hehated

metoo.Onedayhecaughtmewithmyboyfriend

andyeahthingsbecamehectic.Howdidyoutwo

meet"heaskedmewhileIwassippingonmyjuice



andIsuddenlychoked.Ikeptoncoughing''areyou

OK"Salvatoreaskedcomingtomyaid."Comeand

havesomewater"hesaidpullingmeinsidethe

house.WewenttothekitchenandIhadaglassof

water.IIlearnedonthekitchencounter."ItoldyouI

wasnotreadyforallthisbutyouneverlisten.Maybe

Ishouldhavetoldherthatwemetthrough

prostitution."Isaidsoftly."Idon'tbelonghere,Ijust

feeloutofplace.Theyaresoclassyandelegantand

I'mnothinglikethat,I'llneverreachtheirlevel.They

probablyallhavejobsandPhDsandIdon'teven

havematriculationcertificateyet.Iwonderwhatyou

aredoingwithagirllikeme.Youshouldjustget

yourselfawomanlikethem."ButIwantyou"hesaid

approachingme.Hepickedmeupandputmeon

topofthecounter.Hegotin-betweenmythighs."I

wantyouonly.Andstopduringyourself,you'rethe

mostbeautifulwomanI'veeverseen.Trustmeyou

arewaybetterthanthemostofthem,youarereal.

Smart,intelligent,kindandloving,ravishingly

gorgeous"hesaidmakingmesmileabit.Hiseyes

onmine."Youarecrazyandyoudon'tlisten

sometimesbutIstilladore"hesaid."Hey,I'mnot



crazy"Isaidslightlypushinghimaway.Hecame

bouncingbackwithasmirkonhisfaceandkissed

me.Hemovedhishandsundermydress.Iheld

themtostophim"therearepeoplearound"Isaidnot

feelingcomfortable.Whatifsomeonewalkedin."

Letmegoandlockthedoor"hesaid."Salvatore.."I

protestedagainsttheideabuthelockeditanyways.

"Whatareyoudoing..."Iasked.Heshushedmeby

kissingmylips.Hecontinuedrunninghishands

undermydress,hemoveditupuntilIwassitting

withmypantiesonthecountertop.Mynippleswere

hard.Heremovedmydressstrappedstrandsoffmy

shouldersandkissedtheslightly.Hethenmovedmy

dressdownfrommychesttomywaist.Mybreasts

werebare.Hekissedmynipplesslowlysulkedon

them.Makingmybreathrise,myeyesshut.He

kissedmyneck,makingsuretoleavelovebites.He

kissedthegapebetweenmybreasts.Mychestwas

risingandfalling.Hewentdownonmeandkissed

thetopofmyvalleyoffire.Hewasremovingmy

pantieswhenItriedtostophimbutheignoredmy

resistance.Mypantieswereremovedslowly,leaving

meimpatientlyandanticipatinghisnextmove.He



kissedmyvalleytopslowlywhilespreadingmylegs

apart.Iwasnowlyingonmyback.Hefinallygothis

tongueintothedelicateskinofmyvalley.Makingmy

backarchinecstasy.Iwasslowlycallinghisname,"

ohh,yes,yesmmhJoaquin"Iscreamedin

suppressionbecauseIalsowasafraidthatthey'd

hearmeupstairs.Hewasdrivingmecrazy,heknew

whathewasdoing,heknewhiswayaroundmybody.

Itwaslikethegodgavehimalltheaccesscodesto

mybody.Knewmypassword,heStemelikecrazy

downthere.IcouldfeelthehitbuildingupandI

couldn'tholditanymore.Ihadanorgasm.My

wholebodywasshakingandIwassoakingwet

downthere,whentherewassuddenlyaknockatthe

door.Isetupstraightfastly,myeyespoppedout,he

shushedmeandtoldmetorelax.Hepickedupmy

pantiesandwipedmedry.Iworemydress,and

pretendedtobedrinkingwaterwhileheopenedup

thedoor,IcouldhaveswornIsawhimputmy

underwearinhispocket."Whyhaveyouguyslocked

upthedoor?"IheardEsihle'svoice."Whatisit

Esihle"heaskedannoyed."Iheardsomenoise,Ijust

wantedtocheckifeverythingisfine.BythewayI'm



heretogetthefood.It'sdrizzlingoutside.Soweare

cominginside"Esihleexplainedwithcuriouseyes."

Theweatherwasperfect30minutesago"Salvatore

said."YouknowhowJohannesburg'sweathercan

be...AnywaysCora,couldyouhelpmesetupthe

table,theotherladiesaretakingashower"shesaid

pickinguponeofthedishes."Salvatore"Isaidsoftly,

itseemedlikeiwasabouttocry."Yeslove"hesaid.

"Couldyoucomehereplease"shesaidgentlebut

shaking."Ican'tmovemyfeet"Isaidpullinghim

downsothatIcouldwhisperintohisears."What"

heaskedlaughingoutloud."Don'tlaugh,it'snot

funnyOK."Shesaidtearsthreateningtocomeout."

Whatareyouguyswhisperingabout"Esihleasked,

comingfromthediningroom."Cora,aren'tyou

goingtohelpme?"Sheaskedpickingupanother

bowl."Ummh,I,I,"Ididn'tknowwhattosay."My

girlfriendisnotwaitressesEsihle"Salvatorecameto

myrescuebuthewasruiningmyrelationshipwith

Esihle."Esihle,howaboutyousetupthetableI'll

clearupandwashthedisheslateron...Mychestis

notfeelingsogood"Iliedbluntlyandsheagreed."

Youaresuchabadperson,thatwassorude"Isaid



scornfully."Sorry,Iwasjusttryingtohelp"hesaid

unapologetic."Itoldyouthatweshouldnotdothis,

lookathowmykneesareshaking,howamIgoingto

gettherenow"Icomplained."Comeon,youwere

busyscreamingoutmyname,youlovedevery

minuteofit,youloveitwhenIgodownonyou,so

don'tmakeitseemlikeIforcedyou."Hesaid."Hey,I

knewthatyouguyswerehavingsomefun.Damn

youaresonaughty"Esihle'svoicesaidimmediately

andtosayIwasshockedwouldbean

understatement.Iwasbeyondshocked."Ohhgod"I

screamedputtingbothmyhandsonmyface."

Sorry"Salvatoresaidremovingmyhandsfrommy

face.Thedevil'sadvocatewasmockingme."You

shouldhaveseenthelookonyourface"hesaid

laughing.Esihlewasnolongerthere.Salvatore

helpedmetothedinningtableandweallhad

suppertogether.Jokesandmemorieswereshared

aroundthetable,itwasafterallgreat.Esihlekepton

givingmeknowinglooksandI'dlookaway,Iwas

feelingsoshy.IWashedthedisheslateronasIhad

promised.Iexcusedmyselftogoandwasshower.I

wasfeelingsostickyandwalkingaroundwithout



wearinganunderwearwasnotcomfortableatall.

SalvatorecameinwhileIwasdressingupinthe

samedress."IfIremembercorrectly,Ihadbought

youmorethantwodresses,sowhyareyou

repeatingthesamedress"heaskedclosingthedoor

behindhim."NotnowSalvatore,Idon'tneedall

thoseclothes...Bytheway.I'mlate,IhavetoummhI

haveto,haveto"Ididn'tknowifIshouldsayitornot.

"Gototheclub"heaskedsounshaken.I

nodded"yes".I'llaskmychauffeurtodriveyouhome.

Isaidgoodbyetotheguysandgirls.AndIwas

droppedathome.Iworemytracksuitsandpacked

mystrippingnecessitiesandhittheclub.Didmylast

dance.

................................................................

ItwasaSunday,Iwenttochurch.Thesummonwas

aboutadultery.Ithithome.AnywaysIattendedthe

meetingTheDonhadcalledlateron,Sundaywas

supposedtobeourdayoffbutwehadnochoice."

Asyouallknow,lastnightwasyourlastdayatthe

club.Theprofitisnotbad,regardingthefactthat

youarerankfive"theDonsaidreferringtomyrank.



Weweresittingaccordingtoourranks."Asusually,

someofyouhavebeenhired.IfIcalloutyourname

pleasestepintoroom1"hesaidretrievingthetablet

onthetable.

"Moon077,storm056,zee086,....".hekeptoncalling

outgirlsnamesandtheysteppedintoroom1.My

mindwaslike,whyamIevenstillhere,onlygirls

fromroomonegothired.Thereasonusjusthadto

keeponexchangingmanwhilethey'dprobablygeta

breaksometimesandthensomethingmagical

happen."Starlight0106"hecalledout.Icouldn't

believeit,Ibetnotasinglegirlintheroomdid.

Anywayswewerecalledinandadvisedtosatisfy

eachandeveryneedofourclients.Iwasstartingto

havecoldfeetaboutthewholething,whatifthe

clientwasaserialkillerorarandompsychoticman.

TheDonassuredusthatthemenwereharmless.

Andwealsogotdoubledcheque.Iwasgiventhe

addresstothelocationwherewe'dmeetup.Waita

second,whatwasgoingtohappenwithmystudies.

Whatiftheclientwantedtotakemeoutofthe

country.Ihadn'tthoughtthingsthrough.Yesitwasa



bigbreakbutunliketheothergirls.Ihadschool.I

feltlikecrying,theexamswerearoundthecorner.

..............................................................

ItwasaMonday.Ihadjustfinishedstudyingwith

Amandaandlefthersleepingthere.Ifeltlikecrying,

whatwasIgoingtodo,mylifewasfinished."You're

doneforCora"myinnerselfsaidintears.But

anotherthoughtcrossedmymind.MaybeifI

explainedmyselftotheclient,hewasgoingtospare

meafewhoursofstudying.Theworsethingwas

thattherewasnowearingamaskwhenyougot

hired.Myidentitywouldbeexposed,Ithoughtto

myself.Igotoutofthecarandenteredthepretty

motel,itwasnothingfence.Iaskedthereceptionist

fortheroomnumberofMrAbdulRahman.Luckily

hehadcheckedmeinonthelist,Iwasescortedby

theescortinglady,hestoppedatthedoorandI

knocked.AvoicefromtheinsidesaidthatImust

comein.Ienteredmyheartbeatingoutofmychest.

Themanhadhisbackonme.Hestoodupandfaced

me.hehadaglassofwineinhishand."Welcome"

hesaidwithasmirk."You?"Isaideyespoppedout



indisbelief.
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"Whatareyoudoinghere"Iaskedreallysurprised,

hewasthelastpersonIexpectthere."Let'sgo

home,Ilmiocuerobatte"hesaidasifthingswere

normal,asifhewasnotmyownernow."Youarethe

client,what'sgoingonhere.Whywouldyouhireme"

Iaskedcuriouslyandconfused.Myheadpounding."

Let'sgohomeandI'llexplaineverything"hesaid

pullingmetowardsthedoor....hewasdrivingtohis

houseandIwassittingonthepassengerseat."So

nowthatyouownme,what'sgoingtohappen.

ShouldIbestarlightorcore.Iamsoconfusedand

beforethisgoesdown,canIaskyouforafavor.

Pleasesparemeafewhoursforschool.The

examinationsarenearby.IpromiseI'dmakeitupto

you....—"Corastopit,whatdoyoutakemefor.Yes,i

admitthatI'vekilledalotofpeoplebutI'dneverhurt

you.ididn'tknowthatyouthinksolowofme.Imight

beamonsterinotherpeople'seyesbutIdidn'tthink

thatyoualsoseemeasone.Ithoughtyousawmore

thanthat"hesnappedandthenhaltedthecaronthe



sideoftheroad.Ialmosthitthedashboardbut

thanksGodIwaswearingasitbelt.Hegotoutand

wenttothebackofthecar,itwassodarkoutthere,

theonlylightsIcouldseewe'rethoseofthecarand

theonesthatwerepassingby.Igotofthecarand

wenttohim,Icouldtellfromthewayhewas

breathinginthathewaspissedoff."I'msorry"Isaid

wrappingmyarmsaroundhischest,Icamefrom

behind.Leanedmyheadonhisback."I'msorry,

Joaquin.I'msosorryfornottrustingyou.I'mjust

scared,whywouldyouwasteyourmoneyifyouare

notgoingtotakecontroloverme,avoicekeeps

playinginmyhead."It'snoexcuseforwhatIjust

saidbutI'mjustconfused.Youdidn'teventellme

aboutthis.I'msosorry"Iapologizedsincerely.What

didheexpectmetodo,Iwasclueless.That'swhyI

askedthosequestions."Let'sjustgo,Ihavealotof

worktodoandIamreallytired.Ihadabusyday"he

said,removingmyhandsfromhisbody,hethen

walkedaway.Ifeltlikepunchingmyselfintheface.

Heenteredthecar,livingmestandingthere,Iwent

overtothepassengersideandentered.Onnormal

circumstanceshewouldhaveopenthedoorforme,



hestartedtheignitionanddroveoffatfullspeed,the

tensionwassothickthatIcouldcutitwithaknife.I

buckledup,Iwasscaredformylife.Wereachedhis

housewithinnotimethegateopenandhedrovein,

heparkedthecarInfrontofthehouseandgotoff,

openedupthedoorforme.Everythingwas

happeningsofastthatIbecameconfused."There's

foodintherefrigerator,eatup.Don'twaitupforme"

hesaidandwalkedbacktohisdriver'sside."Wait,

whereareyougoing"Iaskedbuthejustdroveoff.I

enteredintothehouseandwentuptotheguest

room,Iforgottotakemysuitcaseinhiscarandnow

Ihadnoclothestowear.Itookashoweranddried

upusingthebathroomtowel,Ithenwrappedanother

dryonearoundmybody.Iwenttothekitchen,and

openeduptherefrigerator,therewerealotof

differentdishes,Ididn'tknowwhattohave.Ialso

hadnoappetitetoeat,IjustwantedSalvatoreback,I

wantedhimtoforgiveme.Ichoosetohavethe

chakalakaandworswithsteamedbreadandorange

juice,Iateafewteaspoonsandputitbackinthe

refrigerator.Ifeltlikepuking,myheadwaspounding

heavily.Iwentintotheguestroomandlayeddown,



stillwrappedinatowel.Igotundercovers,butI

couldnotfallasleep.Ikeptoncheckingthetime.It

was00:13amandhewasn'tbackyet.Idon'tknow

whenIfellasleepbutwhenIwokeup,Iwasnotin

theguestroomanymore,therewasahandonmy

waist,infactitwasjustbelowmybreasts.Iwas

fullynakedandhewasbehindme,inhisPJs.I

removedthecoversandtriedtogetoffbedbuthe

heldmeback.Iturnedaroundtolookathim.His

eyeswereclosed."Don'tgo"hesaid,remindingme

ofthenightheaskedmetotakeoffmymask."I'm

sorry,Joaquin"Iapologizedonceagain,"it'sOK"he

said,eyesstillclosed."Youforgiveme?"Iasked.''I

forgiveyou"hesaid."Thankyou"Isaidgivinghima

slightpeckonthelips.Hepulledmecloser,handon

myback."Areyoutryingtogivemeblueballs"he

asked."Whatdoyoumean?"Iaskedconfused."He

tookmyhandanddirectedittohisgiantrod,which

hadabulge."Whydidyousleepnaked"heasked

openinghiseyes."Itwastoohot,butyouareavery

pervertedmen,MrSalvatore"Isaidsmiling."Ididn't

eventouchyou"Isaidsmiling."Myheartbeat,just

oneglanceatyouisenoughtoturnmeonforthe



wholeweek"hesaid."Youaresuchabadlier''Isaid

laughing."Ineedtogotoschool."Isaidseriously."

Ain'tyougoingtorelieveme"heasked."Comeon,

youknowIwon'tbeabletowalkproperlyafter...you

knowwhat"Isaidsighing."Ok,...I'lldropyouat

school,there'snodiscussion"hesaid,andyeahby

thelookonherfaceIcouldtellthatevenifiwanted

toargue,Iwouldn'thavewon."Iretrievethe

blanketsandcoveredmyselftogotothebathroom.

"Reallynow?,Comeon"hescreamedthrough

grittedteeth."Servesyourightfortakingawaymy

towel"Isaidlaughing.Itookaquickshower,

brushingmyteethandfixedmycurlyhair.Iwrapped

atowelaroundmybodyandgotoutofthebathroom.

Salvatorewasonhislaptop."Couldyouborrowme

yourcarkeys,Ineedtogetbags."I'llgoandgetit"

hesaidshuttingdownhislaptop."Thankyou"Isaid.

"Noproblem,youwillthankmeproperlytonight"he

shoutedonhiswayout.Ijustsmiledandthrew

myselfonthebed.handsup,hecamebackwithmy

suitcase.Idressedupforschool,thanksGodmy

uniformwasnotcreased



...............................................................

"Joaquin...Howmuchdidyoupayforme"Iaskedon

ourwaytoschool.Icouldn'tholditanylonger."Not

nowCora,itdoesn'tmatteranymore"hesaid

showingnointerestinthetopic."Ok"Isaidthenkept

quiet."JoaquinWillIhavetolivewithyounow"I

asked,afterallitwasaquestionofmylife."Wewill

talklater,whenyoucomebackfromschool.Idon't

wantyoutostress."Hesaidputtinghishandonmy

shoulder."Ok"Isaid.Heparkedintheschool's

parkinglot."Bye,I'llseeyoulater"Isaidassoonas

thecarstopped.Don'tworry,Iwon'tgetoutofthe

car,afraidI'dembarrassyou"heaskedholdingmy

arm."No,I,I,it'sjustthat...—"Iunderstandbutyou

cannotleavewithoutgivingmeakiss"hesaid."But

Salvatore..."Isaidwithpuppyeyes."Notgoingto

work..."Hesaidfirmly.Ileanedinforakiss,Iwas

meaningforittotakeashorttimebutheheldmein

place.Iwasmoaningforhimtostopbutitwas

useless.Iendedupenjoyingthehittedkiss."You

are...Mhh,youare.Goodbye"Iwassoembarrassed.

Otherschoolsstudentswerepassingby,some



admiringthecar.Igotoutofthecarandrushedinto

thefirstclassoftheday...LateronIwascalledto

thestaffroomandaskedaboutmyrelationshipwith

Salvatore.Iwaslike"I'vegotnothingtosayabout

that.HowaboutyouaskhimbecauseI'mreally

confused.".Iknewtheywerenotgoingtoaskhim

becausehewasthesonoftheowneroftheschool.I

wasjustaneasytargetinallofthat,Iwasmorelike

avictim.AndSalvatorehadtomakemattersworse

bykissingmeInfrontoftheotherstudentsandthey

reportedme.Eventhatwasquestioned.Ihad

becomethetalkoftheschool,Iwasthefirstoneto

getoutwhenthelastbellrang.Ichosetowaitfor

Salvatoreatthetaxi/busstop,IIdidn'twanttogive

himthereasontoarguebyleaving.Idecidedtonot

talkabouttheissue

anymore............................................................................

.................... Hecame15minutes

later,hegotoutofthecartoopenthedoorforme,I

gotinandhealsogotin."Howwasyourday?"He

asked."Itwasfine"Isaid."Justfine?"Heasked.I

shruggedmyshoulders."Ok"hesaidanddroveoff.

Johnlegend'ssongswereplayinguntilwegottohis



house.Iopenedthedoorformyselfandgotoutas

heparkedthecarinsidethegarage.Itookthesteps

swiftly.Iwenttothekitchentohaveaglassofwater.

"Areyouokay"heaskedlookingconcerned."Yes,

I'mfine.Whydoyouask"Iaskedsmilingabit."I

don'tknow,youusuallytalk,alotandtodayyou

seemquite,ImeanyouwerefinewhenItookyouto

school,yourmoodseemstohavechanged."He

saiduncertain."I'mfine,I'mjusttired,that'sall"Ilied,

heseemedunconvinced."OK,ifyousayso"hesaid

droppingthecarkeysinthekitchencounterand

takingtheothers."I'mgoingtoleaveforwork,

maybeyoualsoneedtostudy.I'llleave,don'tforget

toeatsomething"hesaidandwalkedaway.I

rememberedthatIhadpromisedAmandathatwe'd

studytogether."Salvatore?"Icalledout.Heturned

onhishillsandfacedme"IhadpromisedAmanda

thatwe'dstudytogetherafterschoolforthe

examinatios,couldyourdriverdrivemetomy

apartment,ohmaybeIshouldjusttakeataxi.Yes,

I'ddothatifyou'dallowme"Iasked,deepinmy

thoughts,Ididn'tknowhowtoask."No,Robinson

Willdriveyouthere,he'llcometopickyouuplater,



wewilltalklater."Hesaidthencontinuedonhishills.

"Thanksonceagain"Icalledoutbehindhim.

Robinsondrovemetomyapartmentandwestudied

until22:00pmandRobinsoncametofetchme.

Amanda'sdriverfetchedhertoo.Igotinto

Salvatore'sroomaround23:00hewasinhisPyjama

shortsonly.doingIdon'tknowwhatinhislaptop."

Hi"Isaidinahuskyvoice"heyyouareback.Hesaid

lookingatme."Howwasyourstudyingandyour

friend?"Heasked."Studyingwentwell,sheisgood

eventhoughsheblabbersalot."Isaidsmiling."You

knowwhattheysay'birdsofthesamefeatherses

flocktogether',somethingyouhaveincommon"he

saidchuckling."Ouch,thatstingsabit"Isaid

dramaticallyhurt."Haveabath,I'llmakeyou

somethingtoeat...Idon'twantyousufferingfrom

anorexianervosa"hesaidgettingoutofbed."Come

on,I'mnotthatskinny,plus.Ihadsomesandwich

beforeIwenttomyapartment"Isaidgoingtothe

bathroom."Withrabbit'sfood,I'msureyouare

goingtobecomearabbitinyournextlife"hesaid

thenclosedthedoor.Itookashowerinsteadofa

bath.Iwasfastandeasy,Iworemynightdressand



gown.Hecamebackwithatrayoffulllunchtime

meal."YourealizethatIamgoingtosleepright,

howdoyouexpectmetohavefriedriceandthese."

Itisnotmyfaultthatyoudon'teatduringtheright

time"hesaidputtingthetrayonthetableandsitting

ononeofthecouchesIalsosatonone.Putthetray

onmythighsandstartedtodiginhewasbusyon

hislaptopandheshutitoffwhenIwasdoneeating.

"Weneedtotalk"hesaidputtingitonthetable,I

alsoputthetrayonthetable."Ohhk"Isaidalarmed

bytheseriousnessonhisface."YouknowthatIlove

youright"hesaid.Inodded"thereasonwhyIhired

youisbecauseIwantyoutobemineonly.Idon't

wantyouseeingotherman.Afriendofmineis

workingonaplantoeraseallyourfileswithinthe

Don'swebsitesystemandyourdeathwillbestaged,

sotheDonneverbothersyouagain."Heexplained."

ButSalvatore,youdon'tunderstand.It'snoteasyjust

likethat.Hewillfindme,hehasatrackingdevices

insertedinthebackofmyhead.Heknowsmyexact

locationaswespeak"Iexplainedpanicking."A

trackingdevice,ofcoursehedoes.Orelsehow

wouldhekeeptabsonyou.Youshouldhavetoldme



aboutthisearlier"hesaid,itwasmorelikehewas

talkingtohimselfmorethanjusttalkingtome.Then

therewassilenceawhile."Andyes,Iknowabout

whatwentdownatschool"hesaidsighing."Idon't

wanttotalkaboutit"Isaidgoingtobed."Weshould

talkabout,wewilltalkaboutit.Whydidn'tyoutell

me.Howarewegoingtoresolveitifwedonottalk

aboutit"heaskedremovingthelotsofpillowson

bedwhichIdidn'tbothertoremove,heputthemon

thecouch.Andsaid"off"forthemainlightsto

switchoff,onlythesidelampswereon.Iwas

sleepingonmyback."Look,Idon'twanttotalk

aboutitbecauseIdon'twanttoargue"Isaidclosing

myeyes."Whywouldweargue"heasked."Because

youdrovemetoschoolandworse,kissmeInfront

oftheotherkids.ThentheyreportedmeandIwas

questioned"Iexplainedcalmly."Youshouldhave

seenthedisappointmentonmissknight'sface.I

wasquestionedbutnotyou,butIamgoingtobeOK.

Iamfine"IsaidturningonmysidesothatIcould

lookathim."Sorry.Igotcarriedawaywiththekiss"

hesaid."I'moverit"Isaidthenkissedhisforehead.

"Goodnight"Isaid."Wealwaysargue,ifit'snotthat



.Wehaveissues.Weargueandmakeupwithinno

time.Ineedyoutopromisemeonething"hesaid."

Promisewhat"Iaskedcuriously."Promisemethat

forthewholemonthwewon'targue,we'ddonothing

butloveeachother"hesaid."Ican'treallypromise

youthatbutI'lltrynottoargue.I'lltry...butIlikeit

whenyouapologise.Icantellthatyouarenotused

toitbutyousayiteitherway"Isaidsmiling."It's

easiertoapologizetoYou.Idon'tknowwhyand

howbutitjustfeelssoright"heexplainedfromthe

depthsofhisheart."That'sdeepandnew,coming

fromyou"Isaidchuckling."Ihavetosleep,good

night"Isaid."Goodnightmylove"hesaidmaking

myheartpounding.ItwasthefirsttimeIheardhim

callmethat,Iwasusedtomy"heartbeat".Iwanted

tocallhimbysweetnamestoobutIcouldnotfindit

inme.

................................................................

Amonthlater....
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Cora'spov



Ithasbeenalongmonthandmywholebodyand

soulwaswary.Salvatoreliterallyforcedmetostay

withhimandAmandawouldcometohishouseto

study,shewouldsometimes.Hewasfedup

becauseI'dsometimescomebackaround01:00in

themorning.Wenailedtheexaminatiosandschools

justgotclosedfortheholidays.Iwasinthecinema

roomwatchingarealityshow:Realhousewivesof

Atlanta.Ihadabowlofpopcorn,aglassofjuice,a

dishofdifferentkindsoffruitsandaplateof

doughnuts.Iwasveryindecisiveofwhattoeat,so

don'tblameme.Iwashappy.Ilookedatthetime

onemoretime,itwasaround20:00andJoaquinwas

notbackyet.Wehaven'tbeenseeingeachotherthat

muchlatelybutwheneverwegotachancewemade

thebestofit.Aweekearlierhehadtakenmetothe

lastdateandIagreedtobehiswomanofficially.

AlthoughIstillhadmydoubtsandfearsand

anxietiesandworries.Iindulgedonmyfoodlikeit

wasnobody'sbusiness,mytummywasgettingfuller

andfuller."Wowthisisaverypleasant,Imean

prettysitethatI'mseeing"hesaidcomingfrom

behindthecouchandhejustontosit."Whatdowe



havehere,doughnuts,fruits,popcorn,juice.Mmh,

areyousurewe'renotpregnant"heaskedmocking

me."Whateverdude,I'monaninjection.I'msure

yourlittlelazyseedswon'tbeabletotouchtheshell"

Isaidgettingbackathim."Ouch,thatkindahurts...

Weshouldhittheclubtonight"hesaid.Gettinghis

onelegovermythighsandtheotheronefolded.He

waslookingatmeandIwaswatchingthetelevision.

"No,thanks.IthinkI'veseenenoughoftheclubto

lastmeforalifetime."Isaidwithamouthfullof

popcorn."Iknowbutnotwithme,comeonitwillbe

fun"hesaid."Myfriendsarealreadythere"headded.

"Yeah,yourfriendsnotmine.YoucangoI'lljustget

myselftuckedinbedanddreamofyou.Butknow

thatspiritualI'llbethere"Isaidsadlyserious.He

laughednonstop,yeahthatwasmyintention.I

couldn'thelpbutlaughalong."You'reinsanelycrazy"

hesaid."You'rethesamebabe"Isaidlaughing."

Couldyousaythatagain."Saywhat...you'rethe

same'?"Iaskedalarm."No,theotherpart"hesaid

seriously."babe?"Isaidswallowingmysaliva,the

nextthingIknewIwasbeingkissedwithsomuch

loveandaffection."It'sthefirsttimeyou'vecalled



methat,I'malwaysreadyforyoucallmeJoaquin

whenyouarehappy,Alonzowhenyouareupsetor

sad.Salvatorewhenyouarereallypissedoff,imean

reallyfuriouslyangry."Hesaid,Iwasjustlookingat

hiseyesthewholetime.Heknewmemorethani

knewmyself.IrepeathewasmydrugandIwas

addictedtohim.Ismiledathimandthattimethe

smilereflectedinmyeyes."Soarewestillgoing"he

askedasifIhadagreedearlieronthatwe'dgo,he

wasaverycunningandtrickyman."Ihavenothing

toweartotheclub.Unlessyouwantmetogoinmy

pyjamashortsandgown."Isaidblinkingacoupleof

times."Salvatorethinksthat,that'snotsuchabad

idea"hesaidinoursignature."Corathinksthat

Joaquinhasgonebananas,whatwillpeoplethink.

Corasaysno"Isaidonaseriousnote.I'dbe

dammedifIwentoutonPJs."Salvatoredisagrees

withCora.Knowwhat,heisgoingtotake,come

backanddragCoratheclub"hesaidalreadyleaving.

Hedidn'tevenWaitformetoanswer.Icontinued

withmyfoodand15minuteslater,hecameback,in

hisblackPJswithasilverliningontheedges.They

seemedknew.Orcouldbethathedidn'tusethem



toooftenandhehadblackleathersneakersanda

blackgownthatmatchedthepjs.Hishairwas

neatlycombedplushehadrecentlygotahaircut."

Let'sgo"hesaidstandingInfrontofthebiggest

screentelevision."What?,Areyouserious"Iasked

unbelievingly,likeforrealwhodoesthatplushewas

awellknownrenownedbusinessman.Whatwould

peoplethink."Wantmetodragyoutothecarso

thatyoucouldfeelthelevelofmyseriousness."He

askedwarningly."Giveme5"Isaidgoingupstairsto

getmyteethbrushed.Ialsotiedmyhairintoaneat

ponnytail,appliedenoughmakeupforthenight,

appliedthepurplelipstick.Ialsoworemynew

glitteringsixinchpencilhills.IchangedpinkPyjama

shortsintotheallwhiteones.SoIwasinmysilky

shinyanklelengthbabypinklonggown,mid-thigh

longshortswithLaceydesignededgesalongwith

thetinystrappedvest.Ihadnobraon,myboobs

werethebestafterall.IappliedthechannelCologne

heboughtmeonourlastdateandwentdownstairs.

"DoIlookok"Iaskedsmiling.Hewasstanding

downthestairs."YoulookliketheQueenofthe

night"hesaid."Isthatagoodthing,Icouldhave



manydifferentpossiblemeaning,ItcouldmethatI

lookgoodenoughtomesmerizealotofman,it

couldalsopossiblymeanthatI...—"andthenyougo

aheadandsaythatAmandatalksalot"hecutme

off,openingthecardoorforme."Whatdoesthat

mean"Iaskedintendingtoannoyhim."Itmeans

thatyoutakethecrown,babe.Youcantalkshame"

hesaidfasteningmyseatbeltandhistoo.Andthen

thedriverdroveoff."Thanksbabe"Isaidsmilinglike

akidwhojustgotachancetoplaywithhisfavourite

toy.Helookedatmethoughtfully."Ithinkyouwere

technicaldesignedtodrivemecrazy"hesaidhuffing.

Ijustgiggledkiddishly."5minutesturnedinto15,

youshouldhavesaid"kindlymultiplythatby3"on

yourwayupstairs"hesaidshakinghishead."Sorry,

mymathematicsissopoor"Isaidfiggitatingwith

myhands.Hejustlaughedabit."So...wherearewe

goingexactly."Iaskedaswewerejoiningthemain

road."Thebestclubinthecity,'clubParadisé'"he

said."Youdonotgettocomplimentyourownclub"I

said."Whynot,whenthewholeJohannesburgis

praisingit.Whyshouldn'tI?''heasked."Justdoesn't

seemright"Isaid."Howmuchistheentranceticket



there"Iaskedhim."250"hesaidshortly."Wow,i

couldgetmyselfacoupleoft-shirtswiththatkindof

money."Isaidamazed."Plustheboozemoney,

whatawaste"Iaddedthoughtfully."Icouldn'teven

get1t-shirtswiththatamountofmoneyandhere

youaretalkingofacoupleof"hesaidcasually."I

reallyshouldshowyouaroundthecitybutwegotta

startsomewhereelsefirst"hesaid."Where?"I

asked."It'sgoingtobeasurprise"hesaid."Tellme

first"Iaskedeagertoknow."Letthesurprisebea

surprise"hesaidfirmly."Isee"Isaiddisappointed.I

unfastenmyseatbelt,likeausuallydidandas

usuallyhegavemeasharpglance,therewas

somethingaboutthisandtheseabeltthatIcouldn't

figureout.Atfirstheshoutedatmeforunfastenmy

seatbelt.Ilayedmyheadonhisthighsandlayedon

myback.Feet'sonthelimousineleatherseats,

kneesup,"howdidyouknowthatyouwantedtobe

achef"Iaskedcuriously.Hesighedsoftly,he

seemeddistant.Itmusthavebeentheseatbeltissue.

"SinceIwasakid,Iusedtohellmydadprepared

breakfastbeforegoingtoschooluntilhesentmeto

ItalywhenIwasten,myloveforthekitchenkindof



diedwhenIwasthere,butonedaymygrandfather

preparedbruchetaanditwasthemostscrumptious

mealI'veevertested,Ibeggedhertoteachme,she

becamemyguru.I'dalwayspracticebutitnever

reachedthestandardthatIwanted.UntilonedayI

cookeditwithoutaimandinterestandIstill

rememberthelookinmygrandfather'seyes,that's

whenIknewIwantedtomakepeoplehappywith

justpuresimplefood"heexplained."Wow,theway

youaretellingyourstory,Icouldalmostseeyouand

yourgrandparents....Sowhatmadeyoustop,you

aremorelikeabusinessmannow...Juggling

betweentherestaurants,clubandthehotelandthe

lodge.That'ssoundslikealotofworkforoneman"I

said,mywholebodywassoothedbytheslightly

brushingofmyhairwithhishand."Twiceorthricein

amonthIgettocookformycustomers,themenu

becomesslightlydifferentandthefoodexpensive

andbesidesIcookforyouathome,Icookfor

myselfandPapaonceinawhile"hesaidkissingmy

forehead."You'veonlycookedformethrice,and

youweren'teventhatmuchdedicatedthelasttime.

Butdon'tworry,onedaywhenIhavemyownmoney



I'dwalkinatresistantParadisé,wearingmyshort

littleblackdress,longhillsandaGuccihandbag.

Occupymyreservedtableandordermyselfbrucheta

thatyou'dprepared"Isaidlookingforwardtothat

day."Ohhreally,kindlyinvitemetoo.OrmaybeI'd

justbestandinginthefarcornerwatchingthese

lovelylegsasyouenter."Hesaidrunninghishand

ononeofmylegs.Andthenthecarsuddenly

stopped.InfrontoftheclubParadisé,itwasjustnear

thestreet,therewerealotofpeoplecueingupto

enter,someweresmokingoutside.Icouldhear

musicblastingupasawasstandingoutside."Are

youok"heasked."Youseemscared"hesaidwitha

smirk."OfcourseIamshitscared,I'veneverbeento

aclubbeforeImeannotunderthesecircumstances.

I'mwearingagownandPJsforcryingoutloud."I

saidalittlebitlouderthanInormallywouldhave."

Justcloseyoureyesandtakeadeepbreath,becora,

theonewhoisbraveanddoesn'tgiveadamnabout

whatpeoplethink"hesaidstandingbehindme."Ok,

let'sdothis"Isaidtakingadeepbreath."That'smy

girl"hesaidmakingmeblush."Jason,Mike"hesaid,

givingthebouncersahandshake."KingKong"They



saidinunision."NotInfrontofmywoman"hesaid

pushingmeinside.Icouldfeelalleyesonus."Why

didtheycallyouKingKong"Iaskedcuriously."Let's

goinside"hesaidpushingmeinaswewereinthe

corridor.Therewerealotofbodiesmovingaround,

alotofdifferentcoloursofflashlights.Alotofwhite

people.AlanWalkersongwasontheremix,people

dancingonthedancefloor.Morelikejumping,you

knowhowwhitepeopleare.

...............................................................

Narrated

SalvatorepushedCoratotheVIPsectionwherethey

foundSiboniso,Esihle,Sandile,Kevin,Tiatiangwith

hiscurrentgirlfriendBlu,Mbuthowithhiswife

ChantelKhuran."Guys"hesaidgivingthema

handshakeandthenhereachedSandile."Isitsafe"

heaskedgivingouthishandforahandshake.

Sandilereluctantlyshookhishand,youcouldfeel

thedarkAuraaroundhim.Corawasstillstanding

therewatchingtheaction."Guys"heimitated

Salvatore'sbassyvoice.Andshooktheirhandsone

byone.Theyalljustlaughed."Ididn'tknowthatwe



werecomingtoadressuppartyorelseIwouldhave

wornmyLJlastyearHalloweencostume"Esihle

saidlaughingoutevenmore.Theyalljoinedin."Hey,

don'teventrytoopenupthatfilthylittlemouthof

your,whoinvitedyoutotheclub.Youaretooyoung

tobehere"Salvatoresaidjokingly.'"ohhreally,I'm

olderthanherbutyoucamewithherhereandIcan't

behere"EsihleaskedpointingoutatCorawhowas

sittingonSalvatore'slap."She'smybaby,I'lltake

careofher,whowilltakecareofyou"heasked

pullingCoraevenmoreclosertohim."Oohhh"the

guyssaidinunision."WhenIhavethreebrothers

whyshouldIfear"sheaskedbragging."Andoneis

free"shesaiddirectlyhereyestoSandilewhowas

sippingonhiswine.Theyalllookedathim."Don't

lookatme,maybesheistakingaboutKevin...

sweetheartifyouarereferringtomesorry.Tonight

it'sjustmeandmyglassofwine."Sandilesaidand

thenpouredhimselfanotherglassofwine."Mxm,

bengcabaukuthinginobutiomdala.Ngzakukudivoca

ngokusa"shesaidsulking.Makingtheguystolaugh.

"Somebodypleasetranslate"Corascreamedand

theylaughedevenlouder."Alonzo,youunderstood



whatshehadjustsaid."Sheaskedcasually."Yeah,

abit.I'velivedwiththemforyearsnow.Iknow

60%ofisizulu"Hesaid."Isee"shesaid."CanIgeta

glassofwine,please"shesaidandSibonisopoured

herone."Stopitrighttherebrother.Youdon'treally

wanttoseeherdrunk"Salvatoresaid."HowcanI

refusesisterinlaw"Sibonisoaskedteasingly."

Please,justoneglass"shepleadedgivenhimher

bestofpuppyeyes."Okay,justone"hegavein."

Finally,youfindawomanthatyoucan'tsaynotoo.

Whatawow.Youdeserveatrophysisterinlaw"

Sibonisosaid."Shutupyoumotherfudge"hesaid."

hilarious"Sandilesaid.Theyalllaughedexceptfor

Cora."Imustsay,I'mquitesurprisedtoo"Tiaxiang

saidraisingaglassofwine"cheerstoMrwhipped

Salvatorejunior"hesaidandtheyallraisedglasses.

"Cheers"theysaidinunision.Corawasbusytrying

todrinkuptheleftsmallamountofwineinherglass.

"ImustsaythatIamreallyhurt,Ineverexpected

mbuthotoconvincewithmyenemies,evenyou

chubbycheeks"hesaidreferringtombuthoandhis

wife."Ikilledalotofmantogettomywife,Imust

sayifIeverhearamancallherchubbycheeks,



bloodwillspill"hesaidimitatedKevinwhoslightly

pushedhimwithhisshoulder."That'smydialogue"

hesaid."Guysisitraininginhere"Coraasked

suddenly."Myhairfeelssowet"sheadded."Ohh,

shit.Fuck"Salvatoreexclaimed.Theotherswerejust

confused."What'sthepercentageinthatbottleof

wine"heasked."12%,whydoyouask"Sandilesaid

inadrunkenstate."Damn,becausenonormal

personwouldaskifit'sraininginsidethehouseor

not,thataside.Corajustsaidherhairiswet"hesaid

alittlebitpissed."Calmdownbabe,it'sjustthatmy

hairiswasbutIpromisemyclothesaredry.Youcan

feelthem"hesaidtakingSalvatore'shandand

makinghimfeelherclothes.Esihlewasbustingout

oflaughter,theotherswerelaughingbutnotlike

shewas."It'snotfunny,especiallytoyouSiboniso.I

toldyounottopourherwine"Salvatoresaid

seriouslywhiletryingtostopCorafrommessing

withhishair.AndthenWaleftRihanna-badgirls

songplayed."Joaquinpleasecomeanddancewith

me.Ilovethatsong.Please,please,please"shesaid

alreadystandingupandpullinghimup."Cora,come

andsitdownhere"hesaidfirmly."Brother,Idon't



thinkshe'dlistentoyou.Justgoonstageanddance

withher.Thesongwillbeoversoon.Everybodyis

watchingyou"Esihlesaid."Ok,justfortwominutes"

hesaidstandingup.Leavingtheguysandgirlsin

laughter.Heraisedhismiddlefingerandwenton

stage.CorawasInfrontofhim,herbackonhim,her

handsraisetoholdontohisneck/backofthehead.

Hishandsonhertinywaist.Shewasswayingher

waistandhipssidetoside,hewasprettymuch

encouragehermovements.Thesongkepton

playing....[intro:Wale]

Iheardaboutyou

Youheardaboutme?

Haha,yeah,Wal,haha

CauseIhadsomeissues

Wal,haha,backatyou,badgirl.

[Hook:Rihanna]

IsitbadthatInevermadelove,noIneverdid

ButIsureknowhowtofuck

I'llbeyourbadgirl,I'llproveittoyou



Ican'tpromisethatI'llbegoodtoyou

CauseIhadsomeissues,Iwon'tcommit

No,nothavingit

ButatleastIcanadmitthatI'llbebadbooktoyou(to

you)

YeahI'llbegoodinbed,butI'llbebadtoyou

BadthatInevermadelove,noIneverdidit

ButIsureknowhowtofuck

..........

Holdup

Badgirlsain'tnogood,anthegoodgirlsain'tnofun

Look(andabadgirlneedarealnigga)yeah,cause

realniggajustwant(haaaa)

Soitseemslikewe'recaughtupinthewrongthing

Gotathingforaqueenwhodon'twannaleave

Yougotathingforakingbutyouain'taking

Seemsliketheoneswhoroamnevergotaring



AndIcanseethatyou'rebad(notoyou)

Intheliteralsense,Imeanthephysicalsense

Imeanthe,oops,wait,letmegivemeasecond.

Ineedaminutetovent,I'monlytellingyouthat

Iheardyou(badgirl)

AndI'mtellingyouIcouldbelievethat

Notthetypeoffellatoyellorbegettin'jealous

Butwetalkingaboutgame,walegottheleaguepass

Weatthebed,floor,couch,holpup.

(Loudpackboy,rollup)

Youknowwhat'sup(wassup)

Forgetit,causeallthebadgirlsalways

unapologetic.........Shehurtfeelings,sheain'twrong

Sheworkhard,sheplayharder

Gotasmartmouth,likeaspeedfly

Shedon'tcatchfeelingsshetoobusycatchingG5

Shenosaint,'ceptsaintLaurent



Goneblazeup...Thesongkeptplayinguntiltheend

andtherewerenowafewpeopleonthestageto.

Sheturnedaroundandgotherhandsonhis

shoulders."IloveyouJoaquin"shesaidloudly

enoughforhimtohear."You'rejustdrunk,Iam

takingyouhome"shepulledhertowardstheVIP

section.Theysatdownand"let'sstayalittlebit"she

saidholdinghisarm.Shewassittingbesidehim.

''behaveyourselfthen"hesaidcalmly."Youguys

lookcutetogether,ncooh"thedrunkenEsihlesaid."

Youarealsocomingwithme,youaredrunktoo"he

said.''butbrother"shecomplainedsulking."No

butsEsihle,whoknowswhatcouldhappentoyou,

Sandileiswasted,Sibonisolookstipsyandwhereis

Kevin"heaskedandthenglancedathiswrist

watch."Hiswifecalledup,heleft"Tiaxiangsaid."

Baby,weshouldprobablygetgoing"hesaidtohis

girlfriend."Goodbyeguys"thegirlsaidbeforethey

left."Let'sgo"hesaidtobothEsihleandCora.They

bothstoodupandEsihlefellonherbutt."Mhmm,

mommy"shecried."Godknowswhatwouldhave

happenedtoyouifIdidn'tcomearound....Jason,

takecareofmybrothers."Hesaidgettingoutside.



Andthentheygotinthecar,thedriverdroveoff.

................................................................Salvatore

carriedhissisteroutofthecartotheguestroom,he

tuckedherinbed.HealsocarriedthesleepingCora

totheirroom,gotherinbedtoremoveherclothes

andgotherundertheclodrunningwatershower."

Jesus"shecriedoutloudstandingupasshewas

sittingdown.Shequickturnedoffthetaps."Areyou

tryingtomurderme,sheaskedthenakedSalvatore

whowasapplyingsouponhisbody,heturnedon

bothcoldandhotwater."WhatifIam"hesaidbusy

takingashower"justshutupandshower,would

you?"Hesaid.Shedidjustthat.Wipedherbodyafter

thatandworeherpantiesandvest,gotundercovers.

Salvatoreworehisbluetrunkonly."Goodnight"she

saidclosinghereyestosleep,Salvatoregot

undercoverstoo,shehadherbackonhim.Hegot

closertoherandcuddledup,hecouldnotignorethe

warmbodynexttohis,herfeminineColognedrove

herinsidenuts,makinghimtestosteronelevelsto

riseupandhismalerodgiantcucumber(asCora

wouldnormallycallit)tobecomehard,andhis



breathhikedupfromwalkingtoracing.Heright

handfounditselfunderherpanties,searchingforthe

gapofthevalley,Corajumpyalittlebitbuthe

broughtherbackinplacewithhismasculinearms,

hekeptonrubbingthewet,throbbingpinkbudon

thevalley,Corakeptonbitingherupperlipand

moaning,worseshewasmovingherbigbuttsin

circles,hereyeswereclosed.Shekeptonmaking

the(mmhohh)sounds.Heflippedherover,gotin-

betweenherthighremovedherpantiesanddidwhat

hedidthebest,hewassuckingonhersoft,wetpink

throbbingbud,makingherscreamed.Shewasbusy

searchforhisgiantcucumber,hefinallyfounditand

keeprunninghertinyhandsonit,itwasalreadyon

hardandreadyforher.hetookofhistrunkandit

sproutedfreely.Heranitheadontheedgesofher

valley,"Alonzo,please"shepleaded."Whatdoyou

want,ilmiocuerobatte"heaskedwithasmirkof

knowingtheeffecthehadonherbody.Seeingher

beggingforit,satisfiedhermaleego."Iwantyou

Joaquin,Iwantyouinside,please.Pleasebabe-ahh"

shepleaded,hewasstillrunningitontheedges.He

triedtopenetrateintothevalley,itwasatough



missionbuthefinallysucceededwithmuch

difficulty,onceagaintearingCora'swalls.Hestarted

tomoveslowlyandsteadilyincreasedthepace,he

thrustedandthrusteduntilCoracameandhe

followed."Iloveyou"shesaidwithatearescaping

herlefteyes.Hecollidedontopofher,''Iloveyou"

hesaidkissingthetearaway.

................................................................

Cora'spov

Iopenedupmyeyes,sunlightrayshittingmyeyes

sobrightly,Iwasnaked,Iturnedaroundonlytofind

outthatIwasaloneinbed,Joaquinwasnotinbed,I

satup,triedtostandupbutstumbledandfellback

inbed,myvalleyoffirewasreallyburningup,I

checkedandfoundbloodspotsbetweenmythighs.I

hadapoundingheadachelikeneverbefore.Itriedto

remembertheyesterday'sincidentsandtheyledme

straighttothetimeIsaid"IloveyoutoSalvatore"I

bed,crying.Isuddenlypanicked.Itwaslikesomeone

waspressingareplaybuttononmymemory,thebed

scenekeptonplaying.Ifinallymanagedtogetoutof

bedandgettotheshower,Itookaquickshower



becausemyfeetcouldn'tcarrymeforlong,Iwasso

fatigue.Ibrushedmyteethandbrushedmylonghair

backwards.Iwentintotheclosetandworemy

undergarmentswhiteleggingsandmywhitevestand

pinksleepers.Iwentbacktothebedroomandfound

Joaquincursingonhisphone."Look,Ihavetogo.

Justkeepthedamageundercontrol"hesaidthen

hungup."Greatyou'redressedup,havetheglassof

crushedvegandeggdownstairsandthere's

breakfasttheretoo,weareleavinginanhour."He

saidsofastthatIwasleftconfused."Whatareyou

talkingabout,anywaysIwantedtoaskyouabout

lastnight.Whatexactlyhappenedcausemymemory

isblocked"Iaskedfixingthebed."Cora,Ihaveno

fuckingtimetojogyourmemory,justgoandhave

thefuckingbreakfast...Shit,Iswearyou'dbethe

deathofme"hecursedsoangrythatIalmostcried.

"What'swrongJoaquin"Iasked,tearsthreateningto

comeout."Looksweetheart,justgoandhave

breakfast,ourplaneisleavinginthreehours.Justgo

andhavebreakfast.I'llpackourbags"hesaidgentle

retrievingthebedcoverinmyhandsandkissingmy

forehead,Iwassuddenlyscaredofhim.Inodded



andwentdownstairs,hadthebitterjuiceand

breakfast.Iwassoshockedandupsetandscaredat

thesametime.WhatdidIdowrongnow,did

somethinghappenlastnight,ormaybeSalvatore's

truecolorswereunveiling,questionskeptrunningin

myhead

...............................................................

Comment,shareandlike

[6/3,14:36]Lynne:Chapter20

Narrated

TheygotintothecarafterSalvatorehadpacked

theirluggageinsidethebootoftheAMGblackcar

theywerein.Salvatorewaswearingwhitehugeshirt

andwhitetrousersalongwithwhitesandalsandhis

Gucciwatch.Corawasstillinherwhiteleggingsand

vestalongwithpinksleepers.Salvatorehasgiven

herhisblackjackettoputon.Cora'sluggagehad

justafewthings."What'sgoingonSalvatore?,

Wherearewegoing?"Shefinallymasteredthe

couragetoask."It'snothingsweetheart,wearejust

visitingmygrandparentsinRome-italy"hesaid



raisingherpalmandkissingit."Sowhyarethere

bodyguardsInfrontandbehindourcar"sheaskedin

fear."Forprotectionofcourse.Don'tworry,I'm

here"heassuredherandnotedthatshehasn't

fastenedherseatbelt,hebuckleditupforher..the

reachedtheJohannesburginternationalairport

withinanhour.Theotherbodyguardsgottheir

luggageandthentheotherstriedtogetthem

throughthepaparazzimess.SalvatoreheldCoraso

tightly."What'sgoingonhere,Joaquin.I'mscared"

shesaidastheywerepushingthroughthecrowd.

"Sir,howdoyouknowNina?,Sirwereyouhavingan

affairwithNinakhumalowhileyouweremarried,sir

isCorayourcurrentplaygirl...."Thequestionskept

onpassingby,untiltheygotinsidetheairport,Cora

didn'tevenknowthatshehadavisauntilSalvatore

retrievedonefromhistrouserpockets.Theboarded

infirstclass,offtheItaly.Hourslater,Corawokeup

inanewcountry,Salvatoreheldherhandasthey

weregettingtheirbags.Theywenttothemain

entranceandfoundachauffeurwithaboardwritten

Salvatoreonit,theygotintothecaraftergreeting



thechauffeur.

...............................................................

Thecardroveintothegrandparentsmansion,which

wasjustafewminutesawayfromthebeach.Itwas

inmistofthecity,Rome.ItwaspaintedinWhite,a

FewmilesfromthecityofRome.Thedrivergottheir

luggagewhiletheygotoffthecar,Corawas

abnormallyquite,herheartwasthundering,mind

confused.Everythingwasjusthappeningsofast.

Herlifefeltsomessedupatthemoment.Itwasjust

toomanypiecesofdifferentpuzzles.Shecouldbe

withastrangeatthemoment,sexuallypleasingit,

afterthatshe'dgotoherapartmentandscrubher

bodyinhatred,she'dstudyuntilitwastoomuchto

handle,thenshe'dtakeherpillsandfallasleepbut

thereshewaswithamanshewasnotsosureifshe

knew,abouttomeetanotheroneofhisfamilym

withoutherconsent.Theywalkedintotheparlorof

thehouse,sheheldSalvatore'shand,heheldher's

backinasqueezeofassurance.beforehecould

ringthedoorbell,thedooropenedupandhewas

welcomebyhisgrandma'shugsandkisses."



Grandma,pleasestopit"hesaidsmilingather."

WhyshouldI,areyousuddenlyfeelingshy.Youused

tolovemeandnowthatyouareallgrownup,you

don'tevenvisitme"shecomplainedsulkinglikeakid.

Corawasjuststandingonthesidewithasmileon

herface."And,who'sthisprettyladywehavehere"

thegrandmotherasked,handsonCora'scheeks."

This,grandmaismyfirstlady,Cora"hesaidgetting

hisarmaroundCora'sshoulders."IthoughtIwas

yourfirstlady?''shesaidfoldingherarms.":Youare

stillmyfirstlady,let'sjustkeepitasecret.She'dbe

veryhurtifshefoundoutthatIhadjustlied"he

whisperedalittlebitlouderintohisgrandma'sears,

thattheyalljustlaughed."Youarestillcorn...It's

nicetomeetyouCora.I'mMrsSalvatorebytheway"

shesaid."Nicetomeetyoutoo,MrsS"shesaid,

theyhugged."Mmh,Ilikethesoundofthat,MrsS.

Thanksforbringingmebackmygrandsonhome.It's

beentwoyearssincehevisited."Shesaid.''where's

grandfather"Salvatoreaskedastheywereall

walkinginsidethesittingroom."Upstairstakinga

shower,growingoldisreallytakingatollonhim.He

suddenlyhasdevelopedamemoryleakproblem."



Thegrandmothersaid."Isitreallythatsevere"

Salvatoreaskedconcerned."Imean,youdon't

normallycomplainbutyoujustdid"headded."Heis

justtryingtodrivemecrazy,andIwon'tgiveinso

easily.Heevenforgetsifhehastakenabathornot.

Sopathetic"sheexclaimed.

................................................................

Salvatore'sPOV

"Letmegoandcheckuponthepoorchild,before

youstranglehimtodeath"isaidgettingupfromthe

couchandgoingupstairs,leavingthetwoladies

chatting.OnmywayupstairsIreceivedacallfrom

mylawyer."George"Isaid."Thingsarenotlooking

goodinhereman,yourallegedbabymamajustgot

ontheTVshowwithHakeem.Andthevividpictures

thatweretakenfromtheairportTodayareonline."

Heexplained."TellmesomethingIdon'tknow...I

wantyoutosuethedailynewspape,fordefamingof

character.GodknowsIwasnotdatingNinawhile

married,weweren'tevendating.WellatleastI

thoughtso...AndcallingCoraahomewrecker.Wow,

thatwasjust...HowcouldsheinsultmyCorajust



likethat.Justfixit,bribeherifyouhaveto.AndI

wantaDNAtestdoneonherlittleembryo."Isaid

throughgrittedteeth."I'llsee,whatIcando.Just

makesurethatCoradoesn'tgettoseethenews,no

womandeservestobeinsultedlikethis"hesaidand

thenwehungup.Icontinuedonmywayup,found

grandpamoisturizinghisbody."Eauwman,what

kindofbadluckisthis.Shouldhavetoldmeyou

werenaked"Isaidgettinginandclosingthedoor."

Yousonofabitch,comehere"hesaidbuthewas

theonecomingtome.Hehuggedmenakedly."Ohh

Hollyshit"Iexclaimedhugginghimbackmaking

suretoleaveagapbetweenus."Imissedyoumy

boy"hesaidwearinghisPJs."Ikindamissedyou

too,howhaveyoubeenholdingup"Iasked sitting

onthebed."I'vebeenholdingupbutwhatareyou

doinghere,troubleinparadise?".Heaskedgiggling.

"Grandpa,Itoldyouaboutmydivorcefourmonths

ago,IsabellaandIgotdivorced,remember?"I

explainedgentle."Youlie!"Hesaidindisbelief."

Yeah,can'tbelieveittoo.WhenIwasnothingbut

goodtoher"Ishruggedmyshoulders."Holly

matrimony,soyouarenowawidower,justlikeme"



hesaideyespoppedouthandsonhismouth."Now

Iseethereasonforgrandma'scomplaint...Grandpa

I'mherewithmygirlfriend,pleasebehaveyourself"I

saidstandinguptoleave.Itwas22:30andIwasso

tired.Ineededtoliedownandrest.Webothwalked

downstairstothedinningroom,wherewefoundthe

ladiesgigglingaboutwhat,Idon'tknow.Theywere

busysettingupthetable."Whatareyouguys

laughingabout"Iaskedveryinterested."It's

woman'sbusiness":grandmasaid"helpussetting

thetable."Momentslater,wewereeating,"Mrss,I

thoughtAlonzowaslyingwhenhesaidyoumake

thebestbruchetadishintown.It'stasteso

scrumptious"Corasaid.Shedidn'tseemlikeherself,

shehadn'tsaidathingtomesincewelanded.But

shewastrying,shesmiledrightthereandthen.Try

togetengagedinaconversationlaughedwhen

everyoneelsewaslaughing.Shelookedsofatigue

butshehadn'tcomplainedyet. Wesaidgoodnight

andwenttoourbedrooms.Corawastakinga

showerwhileIwastakingabath.Shegotoutand

wrappedupatowelaroundherbody.Thenwentout

offthebathroom.Istayedinthebathtubalittlebit



more,untilIfeltslightlysleepy.Igotoutofthe

bathtub,cleanit,wipedmybodyandwenttothe

roomtogetdressed.Mysuitcasewasinbed,I

openeditupandgotmytrunk.Thebalconysliding

doorwasopened,thecurtainswerebeingblown

awaybythebreezingseawind.Iwentouttothe

balconyandfoundCoraweremywhitet-shirt,her

handsraisetothesides,likeaplain,eyesclosed.It

lookedlikeshewaslovingthebreezingwind.The

citylightswerebringingittolife."Areyouok"I

asked,standingbehindher.Shenoddedfastly."Talk

tomeIlmiocuerobatte,Icanseethatyouarenot

ok"Isaidholdingherwaistfromadistance."Alonzo,

I'mperfectlyfine,isn'tthecityjustbeautiful,and

yourgrandmotherisgreat,funnyandkind.Your

grandmother,wellIdon'tknowyet."Shesaid

drawinginthebreezingwind."Youknow,youcan

talktome.I'llbewaiting...let'sgotobed.Grandma

hasthishabitofwakingupthewholehouseearlyin

themorning"Isaid."Giveme5"shesaidshortly.I

thenwenttobed,shecamein10minuteslater."

Salvatore,Ican'tfindmypills,didyoupackthem."

Sheaskedshakingmybody."Aren'ttheytherein



yoursuitcase"Iasked."No,theyarenotthere,not

evenmyPJsarethereforthatmatter"shesaid."I

musthaveforgottentopackthem.I'msorry,please

trytotakethesleepingpillsinthecabinetbehindthe

mirror."Isaidsittingonmybutt,shewentaway

withoutsayingathing.Shecamebacklateronand

gotundercovers."I'lltakeyoutothemalltomorrow,

forshopping"Isaidthenkissedhergoodnight.

[6/3,14:36]Lynne:Page21

Cora'spov

Iwaswokenupbythebangingsoundsonthedoor,I

ignoreditgroaninginannoyancethenextthingI

knew,shirtswerebeingpulledoffme."Shit,shit,

shit...what'sgoingon...grandmawhatareyoudoi—"

cursingisnotpleasantwithinthesecourtyards.A

younggirllikeyoushouldknowthatcursingisjusta

lackofmanners"shesaidcrossed."I'msosorry

grandma.I.."Ididn'thaveanexcuse."Breakfastis

ready,getreadyin10minutes"shesaidthengotout

oftheroom."I'msodead,shit,fuck"Icursedtrying



tofixthebedinajiffy.Iheardsomeonebursting

withlaughter,Ilookedwherethesoundcamefrom.

Andtherehewas,laughinghisassout."Whatare

youlaughingat?"Iaskedchargingforhimwitha

pillowinmyhands.Igavehimafewpillowbeatings,

whichirealizewerenotgoodenoughbecausehe

waslaughingevenmoreharder.Ithrewthepillow

awayandhithimwithmysmallfists.Heheldthem,I

triedtofighthimbutIwasnomatchforhis

masculinearms."You'resuchajerk,whydidn'tyou

wakemeupandthenyouhadtowatchyour

grandmotherpeelingoffmyskin"Isaidalittlebit

louder."Iwarnedyoulastnight,should'vesetupan

alarmorsomething...youshouldhaveseenyour

face"hesaidgiggling."Whateverman,your

grandmotherispissedoff....I'msodead"Isaid

thoughtfully.Heputmyarmsaroundhisneckand

hishandsbelowmybutt,scoopedmeup."Whatare

youdoing"Iaskedheartskipping."AintIgoingto

getagoodmorningkiss"heaskedsoseductively."

Doyouthinkthatyourgrandmotherisgoingto

forgivemeanytimesoon.MaybeIshouldjustgo,

maybecooksomelunch,onlyifIcould.Perhapsi



should—".Hekissedmylips.hesmeltlikefreshly

pickedlemons,hisheralittlebitwet.Hehadatowel

wrappedaroundhisbody.Hetriedtogethistongue

inbutIprotestedshly."Mmh...Ihaven'tbrushedmy

teethyet"Isaidsnuggleduponhisneck."Sowhat...

You'resuchapartypooper"hesaidputtingmedown.

''Ibelieveyouhave8minutesleft"hesaidafter

glancingatthewatchonthebedroomwall."Fuck"I

cursedwhiletakingoffmyclothes."Iguessyou

haven'tlearnedyourlessonforcursing"hesaid

closingthebathroomdoor.Itooka4minutes

shower,broketherecord,didn'tI?.Iwipedmybody,

woremyundergarmentsandmywhitelittlesummer

dressalongwithfloweredwedgehills.Tiedmyhair

intoamessybunny.Appliedlipglossandwent

downstairs.Ifoundeverybodyaroundthedining

table,includingSalvatore.Whowaswearablack

longsleeveshirt,whichhadbuttonsonthechest

andbluefadedjeanswithblacktimberlandsboots.

Hewasonfire."GoodmorningMrss,goodmorning

MrSalvatore"Isaidstandingupbehindthesit."

Goodmorningchild,howdidyousleep"grandma

asked."Isleptlikeasmallchild"Isaidpullingthe



chairtositdown."Icouldtell"shesaidsarcastically.

Joaquingiggled."Norah,stoptroublingthepretty

lady.Whoisthisprettydamsel,ifImustknow"

grandpasaid,lookingatmesoseductively."Hey,

grandpa.Stopthat.Sheismygirlfriend.Iintroduced

hertoyoulastnightremember"Joaquinsaid

kiddinglybutwarninglyatthesametime."I'mCora,I

mustsaythatyoulookquitehandsome"Isaid

directlytograndpa.Whoblushed,"thankyoupretty

lady"hesaid."Ifyou'redone,couldwedigin"

Joaquinsaidsuddenly.Weate,Italianbreakfast.

Somedishdidn'tsitwellwithmytonguethatI

almostfeltlikepukingbutotherthanthatthefood

wasdelicious.Iofferedtowashthedishes,jeez.

Somebodyshouldhavewarnedme.Therewerealot

ofdishesthere.Ifinishedup,wipedthemandfinally

packedthemintotheirrightfulcabinets.Itwassuch

atask,orcouldbethefactthatididn'tseemyselfas

thekindofkitchenwoman.WhenIgotbacktothe

sittingroom,Ifoundthethreeofthemhavinga

conversationwhichseemedveryinterestedbutthey

werespeakinginItalian."Ohh,youaredone.Let's

go.themallshouldbeopenedbynow"Joaquinsaid



standingup."Grandma,shouldwegetyou

something.We'rearegoingtothemall"hesaid."

Youaregoingout,butyoujustgothome.No,non

voglioyouchevada"shesaiditinaprotesting

manner.Whichmademeguessshewasrefusingus

togo.Joaquinwenttoher,heldhershoulders."We

willgetbacksoon,Ipromise"hesaidthenkissedher

cheek."Ok,coramakesuretocomebacksoon"she

said."Yes,Mrss"Isaid.Iwentupstairstogetmy

phone"let'sgo"IsaidtoSalvatoreasIgot

downstairs....... ....................................................

............Heledthewaytothegarages.Therewere

threecarsinthere.AresSUVBentleyandthenwhite

AudiRS.Andthentheonehewasgettingin,Jeep

grandCherokee,whichwasaconvertible,dustygrey

incolour.Twopassengerssit.Itwasjustsowild."

Woohoo,Ilikethiscar"Isaidexcited."Ohhyeah,it

wasmy17nthyearbirthdaygiftfrommypapa"he

saidwithhisItalianascent.Heopenedthegarage

usingtheremotecontrollerinhishand.Hedidthe

samewiththegate.Let'ssee,whatyou'vegothere.I

saidopeninghisdashboardcabinet."Luther

vandross,kennylattimorre,CelineDion,Anthony,



AnotherLuthervandross"checkingouttheCDtapes.

Ithenthrewthemoffthecar."Hey,whatareyou

doing"hesnapped."Yousawitall,wewillbuy

somethingfreshandnew...Youcan'texpectmeto

listento1980sCDs"Isaidfoldingmyarmsaround

me."ButIlovedthoseCDs"hesaidsulking."ButI

don't"Iprotested."ButIdo"heinsisted."ButIdon't"

Isaid.Wewentonandonuntilhequit.Itwasa

child'splayandhewasnochild.Wegottothemall,

sohuge.MallofAfricahadnothingonit."Shouldwe

startwithbreakfastcauseIsawhowyoudidn'tenjoy

theoneyouwereforcingdownyourthroatearlier"he

saideyebrowsraised."Younoticed?,Ihopeyour

grandmotherdidn't.Itwasnotallbad,ihadtrouble

withjustonethis"Ijustifiedmyself."Yeah,yeah...

letseewherewecangetEnglishbreakfast"hesaid

thoughtfully.Thenledtheway."Thatwassotasty"I

saidmoaning,aftertakingmylastbiteontoasted

sandwich."Now,let'sgoshopping.Idon'twantyour

grandmothertobitemyheadofffor"bringingyou"

backhomelate.''Isaidquotingwithmyfingers."

Hey,She'sstillmygrandmother.Sheissuchagood

lady,she'sjustgrowingold.Iguess"hesaid



defensive."Andwhatwasthatshadewithmy

grandfather.Throwingcomplimentsaroundthe

table,thattoonmyface,."Hesaidseriously."He

complimentedmeandIkindlydidthesame."Isaid

aswewerewalkingaroundthemall."Ohhyeah?..

howcomeyounevergivemecompliments.Andall

ofasuddenyoufeelgraciousenoughtogivehima

compliment"hesaidsoundinglikeajealousman."

Areyoujealousofyourgrandfather?"Iasked."No,

no,that'sridiculous.I'mjustsayingthatIdidn'tlike

it"hesaidalarmedbythe"jealous"word."Youcan

sayit,youarejealous...Butthere'snoneedto.Heis

oldwrinkledbutstillhandsome...heissocute.Don't

youthink"Isaidpurposefully."That'sjustit"hesaid

walkingalittlebitfaster.Iwatchedupwithhim."

Hey,letmefinish"Isaidholdinghisarm.Wewalked

onhisfastpace."WhatI'mtryingtosayisthat,you

aremorehandsomethanhim,infactthefirsttimeI

sawyou,thefirstthoughtthatranintomyheadwas-

gorgeous.You'resuchanegotisticalmanthatit

makesithardformetocomplimentyou.Youcanbe

suchanasssometimes"Isaidfirmly."Canwegetin

now...Complimentturnedintoaninsult"hesaid



gettingintotheladiesshopwewereInfront.Ijust

giggledandfollowedhim.Joaquinalmostgotme

thewholemall.Wepassedbythepharmacytoget

mypills.Ialsoboughtgrandmaherfavouritebottle

ofwine,Joaquin'sadvice."Thisisnottherouteto

thehouse"IsaidtoJoaquin."Yeahandthat's

because,I'mtakingyoutothebeach"hesaid."The

beachwillbecrowded.Besidesthatgrandmasaid

thatImustbringyoubackhomeearly"Isaid

seriously."Relax,it'sjustfor30minutes.Iknowjust

aperfectspot"hesaid.Heparkedthecarabout40

footfromthebeach,hegotoffthecarandopened

thedoorforme,Igotout,heputmeontopofthe

carbonnetandgotontoptoo.Welayedthereonour

backs.Heheldmyhand."Doyoutakeallyour

womantothisspot"Ifinallyasked."Notallofthem...

Justone"hesaidcasually."Who"Iaskedtryingby

allmeansnotosoundjealousy."Zabenathi

Maphumulo"hesaidinhisfunnyaccent."Itoldyou,

nottocallmethat,it'sweird"Isaidgiggling."Why...

IloveitandIloveyou"hesaidgettingup,lyingon

hisstomachandlookingdownatme,hewasso

serious.Iheldhischeek."Iloveyoutoo"Isaid



pullinghimoverforakiss

[6/3,14:36]Lynne:Continuing...

Corapov

Wewenthomearound3pm,thesunwassetting.I

hadboughtmachinegunKellyrihanna'sCDearlierin

themallandIplayedRihanna'sonourwayback

home.Hewasbusycomplainingabouthow

immaturethemusicwas.Weargueduntilwegot

home.Igavegrandmaherfavouritebottleofwine

andapologizedonceagain.Sheforgavemefully

heartedlythattime.Ihelpedpreparedinnerandwe

ate,Itookashower,theelderswenttobedearlythat

night,SalvatorewastakingabathwhenIdecidedto

goandwatchtelevision.IopenedSAnewsaftera

longtimeofsearchingforamovie,myeyespopped

outatthenewsIwashearing,thethingsIwas

seeing,Icouldn'trememberwhenmytearsdecided

tofindtheirwaydownmyface,myheadpounding,I

washuffingandpuffing.Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwas

seeing.HowcouldSalvatorehavedonethistome,

myinnerselfscreamedsaddened.How?how?...I

suddenlyfelthandsonmyshoulder."Areyouok,I



canexplain...let'stalkaboutthis"Joaquinsaid.I

triedtostandupbutfellbackonthecouch,hetried

tohelpmebutImovedhimaway.Itookthe

staircasestotheroom,hewasbusyfollowingme,

sayingthingsIcouldn'thear,explainingsomethingi

couldn'tfathom.Iwentovertothebalcony,Ineeded

freshair.Hecameandstoodtherewithoutsayinga

thing."Corait'snotwhatyouthink,I'mtryingtofix

things.Ididn'twantyoutoseethis,that'swhywe

arehere.Youshouldn'thaveseenthat"hesaid

scratchinghishead."Couldyouborrowmeyour

cellphone"Isaidwipingoffmytearslikeamad

woman.Hegavemehisphonesoreluctantly."Give

methedamnpassword,howamIsupposedtoget

accesswithoutapasswordword."Isaidshovingit

tohischest.Heenteredthepassword.Thefirst

thingIdidwastogoonInstagram,thenTwitter,

Facebook,YouTubevideos,they'veevenanimateda

videoofmedancingwithSalvatoreontheclub.

Therewerecommentslike:"weknowhome

wrackerslikeher","she'sjustagold-digger,

Salvatoremustmanupandtakeresponsibilitiesof

hischild","girlslikeherloveeasymoneyfrom



blessed"...Therewealotofrubbishcomments,

ThisNinagirlhasevenpostedherbabybump.I

mustgiveherahugetickforherlooksandanother

oneforofficiallyruiningmylife.IgaveSalvatorehis

phone,wentinside."Aren'tyougoingtosay

something"heaskedholdingmebymyarm.I

turnedaround,myvisionwasblurbecauseofthe

tears,"whatcanIsay,congratulationsyouare

officiallygoingtobeafather?"Isaidsarcastically."

Aren'tyougoingtoaskmeaboutallofthisbefore

jumpingintoconclusions?"Heaskedpissed,itwas

morelikeasnap."Don'tyoudareshoutatme,

Salvatore.What'stheretoask.everythingisoutthere.

OrmaybejustmaybeIshouldaskyouhowI'm

supposedtogotoschoolwhenmyreputationisthis

ruined.HowamIgoingtofacemyteaches.I've

alwaysthoughtthatIhadathickskinandanelastic

heartuntilyoucameintomylife.Noweven

strangerscallmeawhore,IknowIamnotanangel.

I'vedonealotofdisgustingshit.Butthat'sbetween

meandmyGod.Yes,IalsowishthatIhadanormal

upbringing,maybethenIwouldn'thavemetyou,

maybethenIwouldn'tbeinthisforeigncountryand



so...Sounhappy—"Icouldn'tfinditinmetofinish,I

brokedownandcried,heheldmebutIbusyhitting

hischestsohardeitherwayhedidn'tletmego.I

crieduntilIhadnotearslefttocry,Ihadheadache,

mychestphysicalhurt.Igotoutofhisarmsand

wenttothebathroomtowashmyface.''howfaris

she?"Iaskedcomingbackfromthebathroom."She

saysshe'stwomonth'spregnant"hesaidsighing

heavily.Hewassittingonthebed."Soyouwere

seeingherwhenyouknow...whenwemet"Iasked

pacingupanddown."Kindof,Ibrokeupwithher

thetimeIfoundyou,Iwasreallynotaserious

relationshipbetweenus,atleastIthoughtso.She

beggedmetosleepwithheronelasttime.Ididn't

thinkitwasatrapsoIobliged."Heexplained

scratchingthebackofhishead."Thismeansthat

youdidn'tcheatonme...butstill,fuck."Ishoutedon

alowvoice."What'stheplan?"Iaskedsighing."I'll

forcehertohaveanabortion,anywaysthatchild

couldn'tbemine.Weusedprotection.Imadesureof

it"hesnappedabit."Abortion?,Areyoucrazy.

Killinganinnocentsoulwillnotresolvethisissue...

howevilofyoutothinklikethat"Isaidseriously



pissed."Don'tfuckingjudgemeCora.Ican'tlose

overthis,Ican'tloseyouoverachildIdonoteven

know,I'mnotevensureifit'smineornot"he

snapped."HowcouldyoubesoselfishSalvatore...

Afterallthisyoustillthinkthatwerearegoingtobe

together.I'vebeencalledagold-digger,ahome

wracker,ablessè.Theonlywaytoprovemy

innocenceistojustbreakupwithyouonceandfor

all.YoushouldjustgobacktoNinakhumaloand

raiseyourbaby

................................................................

"Areyoubreakingupwithme,Cora?"Heasked

walkingtowardsme.Hewassofurious,facered.

Witheverystephetookforward,Itookone

backwards."Salvatore,whatareYoudoing"Iasked

walkingbackwards."You'rebreakingupwithme?...

fuckingtalkCora...whathappened,catgotyour

tongue?."Ireachedthewall,inthemistofmy

confusionandfearhereachedme.Handsonboth

thesidesofmyhead."Isaidfuckingdayit.Cora"he

snapped."I,I,i"Iwasstartingtothinkthatcatreally

gotmytongue."DamnyouCora,sayit"hesaid



hittingthewallbehindme.Ijumpedabit,myheart

threateningtocomeoutofmychest."Yes,yes.Go

toNinakhumalo"Isaidmyeyesclosed.Thenext

thingIknewIwasbeingliftedupbythecollarofmy

pyjamas."Whatdidyoujustsay?"Heaskedshaking

hisheadlikeamadman,tearsrunningdownhis

cheeksbuthewaslaughing.Hiseyeshadrageof

fire.Iknewbetterthantospeakmymind."Please

don'tkillme,I'msorryJoaquin.I'dneverthinkof

leavingyou.I,Iloveyou"justwiththosemagical

threewordsIutter,Iwasputdowngentle."I'm

sorry"Ikeptonsayingwithmyeyesclosed.Just

thentherewasaknockonthedoor."Alonzo,is

everythingOKinhere,Iheardnoise"grandmasaid

fromtheoutside."Everythingisfinegrandma,we

werejustplaying.YoucanaskCora"hesaidfixing

mycreasedpyjamashirt.Hesignalledformeto

speakup."Everythingisfinegrandma"Isaidafter

clearingmyvoice."Ok,goodnight"shesaidandthen

weheardfootstepswalkingaway."Didyoumeanit

whenyousaidyoulovedme?"Heaskedsoserious."

Yes,Iloveyou,alot"Isaidwithtearsstreaming

downmyface.Whathurtmethemostwasthefact



thatIwasnotlying,thefactthateverysinglebitofit

wastheTruth,IlovedthemonsterInfrontofme.

Evenaftertheincidentthatoccurredrecently,every

ounceofmycellslongedforhim.WhydidIhaveto

lovehimofallthepeople."I'msosorry,Ishouldn't

havemanhandledyoulikethat"hesaidwipingoff

mytears.Apartofmehatedhimforwhathedid,the

thingshedidtootherpeople.Theevilbeasthewas.

"I'mgoingtosleep"Isaidthenwalkedovertothe

bedandretrievedoneoftheshirtsfromthebed."

I'mgoingtosleeponthecouch"Isaidwalkingover

tothecouch."Please,don'tdothis"hebegged,

attackingmewithahugfrombehind."I'msorry.I'm

sosorry.Ijustcan'tbarethethoughtoflosingyou.I

loveyousomuch,Ican'tloseyou"hesaid.Ididn't

sayanything,Ijustsleptonthebedandmyback

wasfacinghim.Hegotundercoversandcuddledup.

''I'msosorryCora...IcanseethateversinceIgot

intoyourlife,I'vebeenslowlybutsurelybreaking

yourspirit.ThethingisIthinkthatthere'ssomething

brokenwithinmetoo,Ijustdon'tknowhowtofixit

becauseIdon'tknowwhatitis.Idohorriblethings

sometimes.I'msorry"hesaid,andthenliquid



droppedonthesideofmyface.Iturnedaroundand

hehadtearsonhisface.Hewascrying."Hey...

pleasedon'tdothis,don'tcry.I'mfinenoworatleast

I'llbefine...."Isaidholdinghimtightlyonmychest.

Westayedlikethatforalmostaquarterofanhour."

Iguessthisisjustatestonourrelationship,the

thingsisItendtoleavebehindthethingsthathurt

me.JustlikeIleftJabulaniMaphumulo.Even

thoughIdidn'tleavehimtolive,IkilledhimAlonzo.I

killedmyownfather.Heusedtosneakupinmyrun

witheverychancehegotandhe,he,he'drapeme.He

sexuallyabusedmeconstantlyandIkeptquiet.Who

wouldhavebelievedmeanyways.Itwouldhave

beensuchanabomination.Heusedtocallmeaslut,

hesaidthingslike"youlookexactlylikeyourmother,

onedayI'llmarryyou".He'dspitonmeafterhewas

donesexuallypleasinghimself.Howcouldhedo

thattime,hisowndaughter.Iwasjustonly13years

old,hetookmyinnocencejustlikethat.YouknowI

usedtohateman.Somuchuntilyoucamealong,it's

sostrange.After3yearsofabuse,Ifinallydecidedto

killhimandrunaway.Istabbedhimaseveraltimes

beforeleavingthebastardtodie.AndthenIhadto



comehere,Ilivedunderthebridgeforafewdays

untilsisDollyfoundmeandtookmein,aweeklater

sheintroducedmetotheDon.Iwassoscared,

anotherweeklaterIwasofficiallyaprostitute.Ihad

nochoicebutthat'sjusthowitis,someofusarenot

offeredoptionstochoosefrominlife.That'show

lifeis,right?...Istillcanremembersoclearlyhowmy

firstdaywas,Iwassoscared,mykneeswere

wobblybutintheendIstillsleptwithhim.It'sfunny

howInevergotusedtoit.Youknow,myauntputme

onthemissingpeople'spage,myfaceeven

appearedontelevision,shesearchedformefora

wholeyearuntilshegaveup.Myfaceisstillthereon

themissingpeople'smagazine.Shewaslikea

mothertome,shewasnothingbutgoodtome.She

cametostaywithmeandmydadafewweeksafter

Iwasborn.ThetwofamiliesfeltthatIneededa

motherfigureinmylife,sheendedupfallingforthe

monster,theygotmarriedandshegavebirthtomy

twohalfsiblings,ConnieandCharles.Imissthema

lotbuttheirnogoingbacknow...



................................................................

"Idon'tknowwhyIamtellingyouthisnowbutit

feelsliketherighttimeandplace"Isaid,Iwasn't

crying.Iwassmilinglikecrazy,figgitatingwithmy

fingers."Wow..."Hesaidsighing."Idon'tevenknow

whattosay"added."Youaresuchastrongwoman

Cora,tohavegonethroughallthatbutstill.Youare

here."Hesaidthenhuggedme."It'sjustlifeandit's

plans,there'snothingwecandoaboutit"Isaid."

Whydidyourfatherdothattoyou,whywouldhe.IfI

couldjustseehim,I'dchophimpiecebypieceand

makehimeathisownflesh.Suchamonster"hesaid

withsonichatredthatIknewhemeanteveryword

hesaid."heblamedmeformymother'sdeath,she

hadpregnancyissues,thedoctorssuggestedthat

sheshouldjustabortmebutshechosetokeepme.

Onthenightofthedelivery,sheinstructedthe

doctorstosaveme,evenaftermyfatherbeggedher

nottoleavehim,shestillsacrificedherselfsothatI

couldlive.AsIwasgrowingupsowasthehatredin

hisheart."Iexplained."Hewassuchatwistedman,

he'dbeatmyaunttoapulpsometimes"Iadded



scornfully.

................................................................

"Youguyslookhorrible"grandmasaidaswewere

havingbreakfastinthemorning."HawuMrss,are

youreferringtometoo,Ithoughtwewerebuddies"I

saiddramaticallypretendingtobehurt."True

friendsdon'tlietoeachothersoI'lljustbehonest,

youlookhorrible.Areyousureyouwerenotranover

byatruckinyoursleep."Shesaidwithoutanyfilters,

wealllaughedIlikedheralready.Shecalledaspade

aspadeandashovelashovel."Thatkindahurts"I

saidholdingmychest
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ThenextdayIdecidedtotakeajogearlyinthe

morning,IleftSalvatoresleeping.Mymindwasstill

frozenwithalotofthings,Ineededtogobackto

SouthAfricaandfixmylife.Joaquinneedn'trun

fromhisissuewithNina.Istillhadnoideahowthe

wholethingwithNinaandthechildwasgoingto

work,ifitwasSalvatore's.Ipassedbythekitchenas



Iwascomingfromjogging,Ifoundgrandmaand

grandpahelpingeachwithpreparingbreakfast."Isit

hotinhereorisitjustme,Ienvyyouguys.Youlook

soperfectotogether".Isaidmakingthissignal ."

Goodmorningmyforwarddaughterin-law"the

grandfathersaidsmiling.Infacttheywereboth

blushing."Goodmorninggrandma,letmego

upstairsandtakeaquickshowerandthenI'llcome

backtohelp,IhopeI'llnotberuiningyourromantic

moment''Isaidthenjoggedupstairs.Ifound

Salvatorestillsleeping.Iwentovertothebathroom

andtookawhitecleantoweltodryoutthesweaton

mybody.Joaquinwassleepingonhisback,Igoton

topofhimandheopenedhiseyesinstantly."Good

morningmrSalvatore"Isaidsmilingathim.He

rubbedhiseyes,socute."Morning"hesaidyawning.

"Seemslikesomebodyisinagoodmoodtoday,I

seeyou'veevenworkedout"hesaidliftinghisupper

bodyhalfwaybyusinghiselbows."Your

grandmotherissounfair,whyhasn'tshewokeyou

upyet"Iaskedhuffing."Maybeshe'safraidthat

someonemightjustcurseonceagain"hemocked

me.Ipushedhimbackdown,hejustgiggled."Why



areyoufightingme...Maybeyoushouldjustgoand

askher"hesaidsmiling."Argh,forgetit...Sohow

didyousleep"Iasked."Notsogood,Ihavealotin

mymind.IthinkIalsoneedthatjog"hesaidputting

hishandsonmywaist.Morelikeabovemybuttbut

onthesides."Whatchangedyourmoodsuddenly,If

Iremembercorrectlyyoubarelytalkedtome

yesterday.Youwerebusylaughingwithmy

grandparentsandIwaswatchingonthesidelines.

Sojealous.Sowhathappened"heaskedserious."

Nothing,Ijustthought...mhhthere'snowaythatI'm

goingtoletthatbitchcalledNinahavewhat

rightfullybelongstome.Youknowwhatimean?"I

saidsocockyandconfident."No,Iactuallydon't"he

saidpurposely."Youknow...Mygiantcucumber"I

saidbitingmylowerlipandliterallyholdinghismale

rodgiantcucumber.Itwasonalready."Mmh"he

breathedoutloudly."Iwasthinkingthatwecould

haveaquickhotsteamysessionbeforegoing

downstairsbutsinceIpromisedgrandmathatIwas

goingtohelpoutinthekitchen.I'mfiguringmxmm

likewhatthefuck,thesessioncanwait"Isaid

thoughtfullyandthenIquicklyjumpedoffhim.He



triedtocatchmebuthewastooslow."Ilmiocuero

batte,comebackhere"hesaidsosternly."No"I

saidsmilingsoseductively.Ithenwalkeduptothe

bathroom,hestoodupandwoohicouldseethe

hugebulge."Ohhno"Isaidinanawe.Ienteredinto

thebathroomsofastandlockedhimout."Ilmio

cuerobatte,youcan'tleavemelikethis"hesaidso

sharply."I'vealreadydoneso,soIdon'tknowwhat

youmean"Isaidlaughing."Ilmiocuerobatte,

please"hesaidknockingonthedoorsogentle."I'm

buys,Ican'thearyou.Jerkitofforsomething.Help

yourself"Iscreamedoutonhim.HedidreplybutI

couldn'thearwhathewassaying,theshowerwater

wasrunningsoloudlyMItookaquickshowerand

wrappedatowelaroundmybody.WhenIgotback

totheroom.Hewasnotthere.Iwentovertothe

closetandpickedoutaredlittledress,Ilubricated

mybodyandworemynewundergarmentsandthe

dress.Ihadmysleeperonfoot.Iquicklywent

downstairs,grandmawasalmostfinished,Ihelped

setupthetable.Grandpahadwentawaytotakea

quickshowersincehehadn'tshoweredyet."Good

morninggrandma"thatwasJoaquin'svoice.Ididn't



realizethathewasinsidethekitchen."Morningmy

son"grandmasaidsmiling."Howdidyousleep"she

asked."Likeababy"helied.Hewentaway,tohavea

bath.Iguessedbecauseitlookedlikehehadjust

beenjogging.15minuteslaterwewereallaround

thediningtable.Therewasnoconversationbetween

thefourofus."Grandma,whydidn'tyouwakeusup

thismorning"Idecidedtobreakthesilence."The

lasttimeIdid,myearsalmostgotpermanently

deafened"shesaidmockingme."Ouch,Ithought

wewerepassedthat"Isaiddramatically."Sorry

dear,Ijustcan'thelpit"shesaidgiggling.Grandpa

seemedtobemilesawayfromplanetearthand

Joaquinseemed,don'tknow.Upsetmaybe.Either

helookedhandsome.Hewassittingnexttome,

grandmaandgrandpaontheoppositesideofthe12

sittingchairsfittedtable."Joaquin,areyouOK''I

askedonpurpose."Yes,I'mfine.Isthereareason

whyIshouldn'tbe?"Heaskedgivingmeadeath

stare."No,Iwasjustasking"Isaw,thencontinued

eating.IheldthelaughterIfeltwasabouttoburst.

Buttherewasanunmistakensmileonmyface."I'll

washthedishes"Isaidcollectingthemafterwe



werealldone."Alonzo,goandhelpher"grandpa

said."Butgrandpa—".."therearenobutsAlonzo,

justgo"hesaid.Wewashedthedishesinsilence.

WhenIpackingthemintothecabinets,hewaslong

gone."Cora,wewillbegoingouttotheamazing

groundsaroundhalfpast4.Besuretogetreadyand

letthatboyknow.Idon'tknowwhatgottohim

today"grandmasaidasIwasonmywayupstairs."

Okgrandma,I'lllethimknow"Isaidthencontinued

onmyway.Ididn'tevenknowwhatkindofaplace

this"amazinggrounds"was.ButJoaquinmusthave

knownsoIwassuretoaskhim.Iopenedtheclosed

doorsandentered.Icloseditandwalkeduptohim,

hewassittingononeofthebalconyknittedcouches.

Doingsomethingonhislaptop.Istoodbehindthe

couchandheldhisshoulders,mychinontopofhis

head."Makesuretocombmyhairafteryouare

donewithwhateveryouaredoing"hesaidsocold

andhostile."Joaquin,whyareyoubeinglikethis,I

wasjustteasingyou.What'stheneedtoactso

childish"Isaidstandingupstraight."Cora,I'mtoo

busyforyourinsults.justgoawayfromhere"he

saidsocalmly."Ok,fine"Isaidthenwalkedaway.



................................................................

Iwasboredthewholeday,Iregrettednotpacking

myownclothesonourwayfromSA.IfIdid,I

would'vepackedupmybookstoo.Grandmahadone

ofherfriend'svisit,theyweredrinkingteaand

havingbiscuitsinlaughter.ForamomentIwished

Amandawasthere.Around4:00pmgrandmaand

Joaquinwerehavingaheatedconversation.Iwalked

uptotheroom"youcan'tforcemetogowhenI

simplydidn'tknowaboutthewholething."Hesaid

protesting."Whatdoyoumeanbythat...Didn'tCora

letyouknow?"Shesnapped."Grandma,I'msorry.I

didn't,buthowcouldIhavetoldyouwhenyouhave

beenactingsocoldtowardsme"Isaidbudgingin."

Howdareyou"hesnapped."Youknowwhat,

whateverissuesyouguyshave,justfixthem.I'mout

ofhere,onelastthing.Exactlyat4:30weareall

goingout"grandmasaidandthengotout.Wewere

leftalone,hedidn'tsayathingneitherdidI.Iwent

tothebathroomandtookabathsincehewastaking

ashower.Iwipedmybodyandandtiedmyhairwith

adrytowel,Ihadjustwatchedit.Iborroweda



hairdryerfromGrandmaandblowdriedmyhair,

sprayedmynewhairsprayandcombedthemitto

straightlines.TheblacknectoDyerwaswashingout.

Theshadeofblondemixedwithbrownhairwas

showingup.Iappliedlightsmakeupandworemy

ambrellaleatherblackshortskirtandawhitetiny

vest.Whichwaswritten*notinterested*Iblackbold

letters.IalsoworemywhitenewNikeairMax

sneakers.Ilookedfabulous.Salvatorewaswearing

hisNiketracksuitsandJordanretrowhitewitha

touchofredsneakers."Youlookhandsome"Isaid

onmywayoutoftheroom.Ididn'tWaitforhimto

reply.IfoundgrandmaandgrandpawearingJean

pantsandwhiteshirts."Youguysaregoals"Isaid

admiringthem."Haveyoufixedyourissueswith

Alonzo"grandmaaskedserious.Ishookmyhead"

no"."Youwillnottalktomeuntilyoufixyour

differences.Alonzoknowshiswaytothegrounds.

You'llfollowus"shesaidandthentheyleftme

standingthere.Icouldn'thelpbutlaughthelaughter

ofshame."Where'severyone"heaskedcoming

fromupstairs."Theyjustleft,grandmasaidwe

shouldfollowupsinceyouknowyourwaythere"I



saidstilllaughingunbelievingly."Ok...what'sfunny"

heaskedeyebrowsraised."Nothing,let'sgo"Isaid

puttingmysmallphoneinmysmallpurse.We

walkedsidebysidetothegarage.Heopenedthe

doorformeandthehealsogotin,droveout.The

waytotheamazinggroundwassobushy."Areyou

surethatthisistherightroute?"Iasked."Ilived

herefor7years,thisistheway"hesaidcasually.

Theatmospherebetweenuswasn'tsogoodbutat

leasthewastalkingtome."Ohhk,it'sjustthatthe

nameoftheplaceandtheroutewe'retakingdoesn't

gohandinhand."Isaid."Iknow,Ihadthesame

thoughtonmyfirsttime...Ihadassumedthatthe

routewouldhaveStreetlightsthatwouldmakethe

nightfeellikeaday,everythingwouldbeamazing"

hesaidsmiling."ExactlywhatIthought"Ireckoned

withhim."Thegroundsareindeedamazing,youwill

see''.Hesaidsmiling."Isitlike,Goldreefcity"I

askedcurious."Yeah,it'saplaystation.Ithas

swimmingpoolsandthelongestwatersliding,sky

jets.Spaceships.Anacondarides.Trainrides,

parachutes.Theonlydifferenceisthatithaselegant

restaurantsonthesides."Heexplained."Sounds



amazing,I'vealwayswantedtogotogoldreefcity

butIneverdid"Isaiddeepinmyfeelings."

Salvatore?...I'msorryaboutwhatIdidearlier.Ididn't

meantooffendyou"Iapologized."We'recool,It

waschildishofmetoactinthatway"hesaid."Did

youjerkoff?"Iaskedwantingtolaugh."I'mtooold

forthat,Itookashowerandcooleddown"hesaid.

Couldn'thelpbutlaugh."It'snotfunnyOK,youcan't

turnmeonjustlikethatandleavemehanging"he

saidhalfseriousaboutit."WhataboutImakeitup

toyou"Iaskedputtingmyhandsonhisthighs."

Whatareyoudoing,I'mdrivinginhere"hesaid

removingmyhandbutIputitbackthere,andworse

Igotitunderhistracksuitpants,underhis

underwearandIgotholdofthegiantcucumber.The

carswayedsideways.Likelytherewerenocars

around."Cora,stopit"hesaidtryingtoremovemy

handonemoretime.Hiswholebodywasheatingup

andheartracing."Relax,okay"Isaidbitingmylower

lip.Igavehimafullblowjob,hewasmoaningand

groaninglikeamaninpain.Hepulledupontheroad

side,sincehiswholebodywasfreezing,heheldmy

headandpusheditfarintomymouth,thatitleftme



gagging.I'mnotgoingtogointomuchdetailsbut

wefuckedforawholehour,Iwasridinghimlike

crazy.Hewasscreamingmyname.Wethendrove

totheamazinggrounds,whichdidn'tinterestme

anymore.Itwasamazingindeedbutitdidn'twipe

awaythememoryofthedirtysessionwejusthad.I

wassosteadyandwet,thefirstthingIdidwhenI

gottherewastogottotheladiesroomandget

cleanedup,Iputmyunderwearinsidemypurse,I

couldn'tevenwalkproperly.Myvalleyoffirewas

reallyonfire.ThefourofushaddinnerbutallIcould

thinkaboutwashisgiantcucumberthatIlove.We

hadanothertwohotsteamysessionthetimewegot

home.

................................................................

Commentsplease
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Salvatore'sPOV.

"HeyCora,wakeup"Isaidgentleshakingher.She

moanpullingtheshirtsevenmoreoverherhead."

HeyCora,grandmaishere"Isaid,Ididn'tevenfinish



andshewasup."Whereisshe"sheaskeddojumpy.

Shewaswearingmybigwhitevest."Iwasjust

kidding,Imadeyoubreakfast"Isaidsmiling."When

didyouwakeup,youeventookabath"shesaid

rubbinghereyes.Herhairwassomessy."Thanks

forthebreakfast,letmegoandbrushmyteeth"she

saidgettingoutofthebed."Dolookatyourselfin

themirror"Isaidbehindher.Iwasinmyformal

trousersandawhitepoloneckandblackformal

shoes.AlongwithmysilverwatchandIwasgoingto

wearsunglasses."Eauw,Ilookhorrible."Shesaid

sulkingLikeakid.Shecamebackafterfixingher

hair.Thevestwasmidthighinlength,shelookedso

fatigue."Areyougoingsomewhere?"Sheasked

sittingdownonthecarpetandfoldingherlegslikea

kidInfrontofatelevision."Yes,there'sabusiness

meetingIneedtoattend,I'llbebackwithin4hours."

Isaidputtingthebreakfastinfrontofher."CanI

alsocomewith"sheaskedputtingherelbowsonher

thighsandfaceonherhands."No,it'snotgoingto

besafefor.I'llbebacksoon"Isaidsquirtingnearher.

"Arewenotbothhumanbeings,ifit'snotgoingto

besafeformehowisitgoingtobesafeforyou."I



asked."Letsnotargueaboutthis,youknowwhatI

mean".Isaidthenkissedherforehead."I'llseeyou

latertoday,OK?"Isaidbeforeleaving."I'llbebored

thewholeday"shesaid,Iignoredherandgotoutof

theroom.OnethingIknowforsure,womanwould

alwaysbewoman,soclingyandchildish.Iwas

goingtomeetwiththepotentialcocainebuyers.If

thedealwentwell,Iwasgoingtoberich.Including

myfriends.

OnmywaythereIreceivedacallfromNina,forthe

firsttimeIdecidedtoanswer.Shehadbeenblowing

upmyphone,IhadputitonsilencebecauseCora

wouldnothavebeenhappyandbesidesthatI

wantednothingtodowithNina."Whatdoyouwant

Nina"Iaskedcasually."DaddyS,wearestarvingin

here.YourbabyiscravingforbananasandI'malso

hornyforyou.Youknowhowhormonescanbe"she

said,Ithenhingedup.Shewassuchadirtyslut.she

calledmeagain,"howdareyou,Salvatore.Howdare

youhanguponme.I'mthemotherofyourunborn

childforgoodnesssake."Shescreamed,Ijustput

thephoneonloudspeakerandputitonthe



passengerseat."Areyoudoneshouting"Iasked

calmly."Youhavethenerveto—".."youseemlikea

girlwholovestolive,letmekindlygiveyouthe

followingadviceifyoudon'twanttodie.Youwillnot

takethemslightly.1.Don'tfuckingswearatme2

makesuretogotothepressandapologiesfor

insultingmygirlfriend3thisoneregardsyourfamily

members.SayHitoyourmotherforme,sheisatthe

mall,wearingpinkshorts,right?.Nowifyoustillwant

toseeheralive.YouwillapologizeforinsultingCora

onsocialmedia,Imeaneverywherethatyouinsulted

her.AndyeahIknowwhoyousourcewas,shewill

surelyregretit."Isaidchucklingthenhungup.You

wouldn'twanttomesswithme,Ihadeyesandears

everywhere.

................................................................

Cora'spov

Ienteredthepoolcoldwater.Iwaswearingmy

whitebraandbikingIhadawholefullcontainerof

ice-creamandaspoononthesideofthepool.Ithad



been3hourssinceSalvatorewasgone.LikeIsaid,I

wasbored."Hi"avoicesaidfromthefarendofthe

pool.IlookedupthinkingthatitmightbeSalvatore

butitwasnothim."Hi"saidback.Hewalkedupto

thesideIwasin."Hi,I'mChristopherRussell.I'm

Alonzo'slonglongfriend"hesaidsquirtingoutside

thepoolandgivingouthishandforahandshake.

Weshookhandsandyooohtheguywashot,hehad

masculinearms,Icouldtellfromthelongblack

tightspoloneckhewaswearing.Hehadcatlikeeyes.

Darktaintedskin.Pinklips.Hewasmidheight."I'm

Cora,Joaquin'sgirlfriend...Didyoufindgrandma

inside."Iaskedcuriously.Thepoolwasattheback

ofthehousesotoactuallygettoit,you'dhaveto

passthroughthehouse.Besidessomebodyhadto

openthegateforyou."No,Ididmeether.Infact

shewastheonewhoopenedthegateforme.Iwas

upstairsintheguestroomandihappenedtospot

you,Iwasjustwonderingwhothebeautifulladywho

issweatinginsuchchillyweathermightbe.It

doesn'thurttofindoutright.ImustsaythatIwas

reallydisappointedwhenyousaid"Joaquin's

girlfriend".Iwashopingyou'dsaysisterorfriend



maybe."Hesaidquotingwithhisfingers.Hewasso

charming."SorrytodisappointbutI'malreadytaken"

Isaidswimmingaway.IknewthatSalvatore

wouldn'tlikeitifhewastofindmetalkingwithhis

friends,worse,halfnaked."Whereareyougoing"he

asked."Myboyfriendwillnotbepleasedifhefinds

ustogether.Youbettergetgoing"Isaidswimming

morefaraway."Comeon,Salvatoreisnotlikethat.

BesidesIamhisbestfriend.Iwouldn'tbiteI

promise"hesaid.Ithoughttwicebeforeswimming

backtohim.Besideshewasstandingnearmyice

creamcontainer.Iopeneditupandscoopedupto

eat."YoubehavealotlikeKylieSmith"hecasually

mentioned."Who'sthat"Iaskedcuriouslyenoughto

letitshow.I'veheardthatnamebeforeandithad

somethingtodowithSalvatore.Anexorsomething.

"Salvatore'sexgirlfriend,sheclosedhereyesand

moanedwhenshewasenjoyingsomething.She

waswildjustlikeyouare.Nosurprisethatyouare

Joaquin'sgirlfriend"hesaid."Whatmakesyouthink

thatI'mwidely"Iaskedgiggling.Trytoignorethe

thingshehadsaid,trytoignorethefactthatmeand

this"KylieSmith"girlhadsomethingincommon.



TryingnottoquestionJoaquin'sloveforme."Look

atyouswimmingincoldweather,shedidcrazystuff

likethat"hesaid."Whathappenedtohe?"Iasked.

"She—""Chris?"Joaquin'svoicesaidfrombehind."

Kong"hesaidturningaroundsohecouldfacehim.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Heaskednotsounding

sohappy."I'mjustvisitinganoldfriendofmine.

Didn'tyoumissme"heasked.Thereseemedtobe

anunsettledbeefbetweenthetwoofthem."Cora,I

thoughtgrandmawasjokingwhenshesaidthatyou

areswimming,aren'tyougoingtocatchaflue"he

saidpassinghisfriendbyandwalkingtowardsme."

Itgetsbetterwhenyou'reunderwater."Isaid

swimmingawayfromthetwoofthem.Theyseemed

tobearguingaboutsomething,IstayedasfarasI

couldfromthem."Chris,mychild.Comeandhelp

mewithlunch"grandmacalledout."I'mcoming

grandma"hesaidthenwalkedaway."Comeand

helpmeout"IsaidtoJoaquinwhoseemsangryand

farawaywiththoughts.Iliftedupmyhelpsandhe

heldit,buthismindwasfaraway.Willjustonepull,

hefoundhimselfhittingthecoldwatersohard.He

gotunderandswamup."Shit,whatareyoudoing



Cora"hecursed.Ijustlaughedathimandheended

uplaughingathimself.Hegotridofhisshoes,socks

watch,poloneck,beltandwallet."WhatifIhadmy

phoneonme."Iaskedafterputtinghisthings

outsidethepool.Ijustshruggedmyshoulders.He

swamuptome,"Idon'tthinkit'sagoodideaforyou

toshowoffmyassets,especiallyInfrontofChris"he

saidholdingmywaist."Iknewyou'dsaythat"Isaid

thenkissedhim."Doyouwanttogetnaughty

underwater?"Heaskedbitingmylowerlipslightly.I

putmyhandsaroundheneck"whynot"Isaid

kissinghimbackseductively.Webothgiggledatthe

sametime."You'reinsane"hesaid."Thesameback

atyoubaby"Isaidswimmingtowardsmyicecream.

"Youshouldcallme"baby"moreoften.itmakesmy

heartskipsabit"hesaidfollowingme.Itretriedthe

spoonfrommygripandatemyice-cream.''Letme

listentoit"Isaidleaningtowardshischest.Indeedit

wasracing."YouthoughtIwaslying"hesaid

chuckling."No,nobaby.Itrustyou"Isaidgiggling."

Howwasyourmeeting"Iasked."Successfulmy

love"hesaidshortly."We'rearegoinghome

tomorrow"hesaidcasually."I'vealreadytoldthe



grands"hesaid."But,whysosoon.Iloveithere"I

saidpullingmybestofpuppyeyes."Don'tdothat,

I'mnotgoingtochangemymind.IhaveissuesI

havetodealwith,andyouhaveschoolwithina

week...lookingmelikethatisnotgoingtochange

mymind"hesaidseriously."Noteventhis"Isaid

kissinghim,heresponded"noteventhat"hesaid

afterakiss."You'resuchabore"Isaidwalkingaway

fromhim.Hepulledmebacktohimsoswiftlyand

tickledme.Ilaughedoutloud."Wewillvisitvery

soon"hesaidputtingmedown."Promise?"Iasked

puttingmyarmsaroundhisneck.Henodded.We

werejustlookingateachotherlikethatwhen."Hey,

lovebirds,lunchisready"Chriscalledout."We're

coming"IscreamedbecauseSalvatoreseemedto

bepissedoffbytheguy.Hisjawswereclenched.
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Salvatore'sPOV

Thetimemygrandfathergavemeacallabout

Christopher'svisitIdrovealittlebitfaster.Icouldn't



lethimgethishandsandeyesonCora.My

grandparentsdidn'tknowthethingsheusedtodo,I

hatethefactthatIusedtobepartofituntiloneday.

We'vebeenfriendssinceIwas10yearsold.We

usedtoshareeverything,wesharedcarsandallthe

boy'sstuffyoucouldthinkof,wewereplayboys

backinhighschool,whenI'dbreakupwithagirlhe'd

goafterher,Ihadnoproblemwiththat.Hewasnot

amasculinepersonbackthan.Thatwasthething

weweredifferentabout.Hespenthisdaysatmy

grandshomemostofthetime.Hisparentsusedto

fightalot.Wesharedaroom.AndthenIwentback

toSouthAfricawhenIfinishedhighschool,Ifellin

lovewithKylieSmith,hefollowedmetoSA,Ilethim

in.Ayearpassedby,KylieandIwerestilltogether.

He'daskwhatwaswrongwithmeallofasudden,I

neverusedtobewithagirlformorethan6months.

OnedayIcaughthimtryingtoforcehimselfonmy

girlfriendthat'swhenwehadafight.Ibeathimupto

thepulpandsenthimpacking.Hekepton

apologisingandIforgavehimovertheyears.What

wastheuse,Kyliewasdeadanyways.Butseeing

himwithCoralikethatdrovemecrazy.Andtheshit



hewasabouttotellher,hehadnorightover.I

forgavehimbutthatdidn'tmeanthatIforgotwhat

hedid,Ididn'tevenwanthimaroundforcryingout

loud.Ikeptmyeyesonhimaswewerehavinglunch.

CoraandIhadtowelswrappedaroundourbodies,

wewerestillwet.Wefinishedeating."Grandma,I'll

goupandgetdressedandthenI'llcomebackand

washthedishes"CorasaidCollectingtheplates."Ok

mychildbutyou'llalsohelpmepreparefordinner

tonight.RightnowIamgoingtovisitmyfriend,she

hasbeenadmittedinhospital.I'llbebackin3hours.

Grandmasaidstandingup"I'llhelpyou"Isaid

collectingthedishestoo.leavingmygrandfatherand

Chrischatting"Areyouok"Coraaskedonourway

upstairs."I'mfine"Isaidshortly."Ok,ifyousayso."

Shesaidasweenteredtheroom,Ilockedthedoor.I

tookashowerandshetookabath.Sheworemybig

whiteshirtandherleggingsandsleeper.Iworea

blackshortandvestandmywhitesandals."Whydo

youlikewearingmyclotheswhenyouhaveyours"I

askedstandingbehindherasshewascombingher

hair."Can'tagirlwearherman'sclotheswithoutany

interrogations"shesaidsmiling."Butthat'smy



favoriteshirtandyoustillhaven'tansweredmy

questions"Isaidretrievingthecombfromherhands.

"Ok,theysmellgood,justlikeyou.Areyousatisfied

now"sheaskedswiftlyretrievingthecombfrommy

hand."Butwhat'stheneedtodothatwhenIam

around.Youcansniffmeallyouwant"Isaidholding

heraroundthetummy.Shejustshookherheadand

smiled."That'sweird,don'tyouthink?"Sheasked.I

shookmyhead"no"."I'mgoingtothelibrary"she

saidwalkingaway."HeyCora,Iloveyou.Ok.No

matterwhatpeoplecansay.KnowthatIloveyoufor

you"Icalledoutafterher.Sheblewmeakissand

thenwalkedout.

................................................................

Page24iscomingupsoon.

[6/3,14:38]Lynne:Chapter24

Cora'spov

Iwasreadingaromanticnovelinthelibrary,itwas

titled"seducedintotheGreeksworld".Itwasvery

interestingandandalittlebitfun.Thetimewas



4pm,grandmawasnotbackyet.GrandpaandChris

werewatchingsportsandSalvatorewellIhadno

ideawhathewasdoingupstairs."Whatareyou

reading?"Chrisaskedasherenteredthelibrary."A

romanticnovel,whatareyoudoinghere"Iasked

puttingthebookdown."IjustthoughtI'djoinyou

sincegrandpahasgonetosleep"hesaidsitting

downinoneofthecouches."Ohhokaybutlet'snot

disturbeachotherbecauseIambusy"Isaidpicking

upthebookIwasreading."Owh,comeon.Let's

talkabit"hesaidtakingthebookfrommyhands.I

huffedandpuffedup."Whatareyoudoing..."I

snapped."Chillout,Ijustwanttoknowhowyouand

Kongmet"hesaid."Don'tcallhimthat,whydoes

everyonecallhimthat."Isaidscornfully."That's

anotherstory,sotellmehowdidyoutwomeet?"He

insistedonthequestion."Ohhyeah,youwantme

totellyouthosetypicalboringstorieslike:itwasa

gloomyweatherandIwaswalkingonthebeach.So

yeahwemetatthebeachorhowaboutthisone;we

metattheblinddateoritwasmycousin'swedding

andheaskedmetodancewithhim,hewassucha

charmer....WhichonewouldYoupreferMrRussell?"



Iaskedsarcastically."Youaresosessyand

sarcastic.Ilikeyoualready"hesaidwithasmirk."

Whateverdude...HowdidyouandSalvatoremeet

again?"Iaskedcuriously."Wemeetattheamazing

groundsonnewyear'sEve,hewasnewintown.His

grandparentsandmyparentskneweachother.And

thenwemetagainatschool...HowoldareyouCora"

hesuddenlyasked."HowolddoyouthinkIam"I

askedsighing."18-20Idon'tknow?"Hesaid."I'm

21yearsold"Ilied.Ijustdidn'twanttogivehimthe

satisfaction.Wetalkedalot,hewastellingmeabout

theirnaughtinessinschoolwhentheywereYoung.

Thembeingplayboys,Salvatore'sfathercomingall

thewayfromSouthAfricajusttogivehimanice

beatingbecausehisteachershadcomplainedalot."

Whatareyouguyslaughingabout"mybabyasked

cominginthelibrary."Chriswasjusttellingmehow

youfatherwhippedyoulikeachildwhenyouwere

16"Isaidgiggling."You'veonlymetafewhoursago

andthenallofasuddenheis'Chris'wow"he

murmuredsoftly.Hesatdownnexttome,Imeanso

closelytome."Youdidn'ttellmethatyouwerea

playboy"Isaidonaseriousnote."Canwetalk...in



private"hesaidpullingmeupandthenoutofthe

librarytoourbedroom.Hethenlookedup.Hewas

busypacingupanddown,"what'sgoingonwith

you"Iaskedconfused."Idon'tlikeyoutospend

timewithChrisorevenlookathim"hefinallysaid."

Why?"Iaskedsimply."Ijustdon't,isn'tthatenough"

hesaid.''whatnonsenseisthis,AlonzoI'mnotakid

foryoutobecontrollingthetypeofpeopleIshould

notorshouldbetalkingto.Ifyouarenotgoingto

givemeagoodreasonwhy...thenI'msorrybutI'm

notgoingtostop.Whateverbeefthatyouhave

betweenthetwoofyoujustkeepityourselves.Keep

meoutofit,OK.Chrishasbeennothingbutgoodto

me"Isnappedabit,Iwasabouttogetoutwhenhe

heldmeroughly."Salvatore,youarehurtingme!"I

snappedgettingfreefromhisgrip."Sorry,Ididn't

meanto"hesaidarguingwithhimselfofwheather

heshouldholdmeonnot.Heendedupholdingme

onbothsidesofmyface,gentle."Ijustloseitwhen

Iseeyouwithanotherman."Hesaidwithhis

foreheadonmine.Hiseyesclosed."There'snoneed

foryoutofeellikethat,Iamyouronly.Iloveyouonly.

Youaremybaby"Isaidhugginghim."Chrisisnot



whoyouthinkheis,it'sgoodthatweareleaving

tomorrowmorning"hesaidwhilewewerehugging.I

sometimeshatedthewayhewaspossessiveabout

me,hescaredthecrapoutofmewhenhewas

losingit.Hejustbecameabeast.Grandmacanback

andhetaughtmehowtocookafewItaliandishes,I

triedbutshewaswithmethewholetime.So

nothingwentwrong.TobehonestIdidn'tknowhow

tocook,Iwasaterriblecook.ThatwaswhyI

preferredsandwichesovercookedfood.Mymind

wasstilldwellingonwhatSalvatorehadsaidearlier

aboutChristopher.Weplayedagameofchess,I

wasmoreofanaudiencethanaplayer.Afterallmy

mantookthetrophyhomeforthebothofus.We

wenttosleeparound22:00pm,grandmawasnot

happyAU'sleavingneitherwasI.

................................................................

Narrated

Itwas5:00inthemorningwhengrandmawokeup

JoaquinandCoratogetreadyforbreakfastwhich



wasgoingtogetservedaround6:00am.

"Salvatore..."Coracalledoutinfrustration."What,

heaskedpackinghisownclothes."Myclothesdon't.

Fitinsidethesuitcase"shesaidthroughgrittedteeth.

"Howisthatmyproblem.Goandsearchforblack

plasticbagorsomething''hesaidlaughing.

"Areyouforreally,ItoldyouseveraltimesthatI

didn'twanttheseclothes.It'sallyourfault,you

boughtmealotofclothesandshoesandnowthey

don'tfitinhere"shesaidalmostwhippinglikeakid.

"Thisisallmyfault,Iamspoilingyoualot"he

huffedgettingoutoftheroom.Hecamebackwitha

blacksuitcaselater."Grandmaborrowyouthis,I

don'tknowhowyouaregoingtobringitbackbut

shesaidshewillneeditwithinamonth"hesaid

droppingitInfrontofher."Thanks"shesaidalljolly

smilingface.Theyhadbreakfasttogether,Chriswas

stillthere.Hedroppedthemoffattheairport

becausethegrandfathersaidhecouldn'tseethem

takeoff.Shewastoosad.Theirflighttookoffat

10:30am..

................................................................



Salvatore'sPOV

IdrovetoKevin'shouseimmediatelywhenIlanded

inSA.ThedriverdroveCorabacktothehousewhile

ItookmyyellowFerrariwhichwasbroughtbymy

otherdrivertotheairport.Corawasupsetaboutme

leavingheralonejustwhenwelandedbutIhadno

choice.Timewasrunningout,Ineededtoknowthe

planimmediately.

IcheckedinthroughthesecurityguardondutyandI

wasimmediatelyletin.Thedoorwasopenedforme

beforeIcouldevenknock."Myman"Isaidaswe

shoulderhugged."Kong...Comein"hesaidclosing

thedoor."Whatbringsyouheresolateatnight"he

askedaswewerewalkingtowardsthesittingroom.

"Ineedanupdatedonthemission."Isaidsitting

down."Aboutthewebsiteissue,I'vedeletedmostof

thevideosandphotos,there'sjustafewthingsleft.I

thoughtitwasgoingtobeahardmissionbutit

seemsliketheirI.Tguyhasn'tpickeduptheheckin



signal.Itwasaneasysystemtocrack,I'llbedone

withinafewdays"heexplained."Aboutfaking

Cora'sdeath,sinceshehasatrackingdeviceinher

headsheneedstobethereafewhoursbeforethe

firegoesoff.CannonhasalreadyfoundthecorpseI

waslookingfor.Theonlythingthatisaproblemis

howarewegoingtogetCorathere.Iwanthereto

looklikeamesswhenshewalksbackthen.She

mustbecryingorworse.AndIcan'tfinditinmeto

hurtherlikethat.Ican'ttellherabouttheplaneither.

Sohowarethecornerofthebuilding,theinsurance

policy?"Iaskedstressedout."That'sallinorder,the

onlyescapeplanisbythewindow.Startingfire

Shouldbeeasy,InoticedthatthereisaGuscylinder

there,butitisnolongerused,Ifillitup.Allyouneed

toistogetCoratherewithoutherknowingyour

intentions.Trustmeitwouldbeeasierthatway,

otherwiseshe'drefuseyourhelp...I'dcallDrDavisto

bethereearlytogetthetrackingdeviceremoved

fromherhead.Wewillbeallundercovers."Hesaid."

Great,I'dgetgoingthen.Ileftmywomanfuming.

Sayhitoyourwifeandjuniorforme"Isaidleaving.



Iwasverynervousaboutthewholething,thethingis

Ihadneverwentonamissionthatgotme

emotionallyattachedwiththesubject.Igohome

around10:00pm,IfoundCoraunderthecovers,

longsleeping.Itookashower,brushedmyteeth,

woremyboxersandsprayedmyVersaceCologne.I

gotundercoversandcuddledupwithher,"good

night"Iwhisperedintoherear."Goodnight"she

surprisinglymurmuredsoftly.Ithoughtshewas

sleeping."Areyoustillangrywithme?"Iasked

softly,sheshookherhead"no"."Iwatchedthe

newstoday,Ninaapologizedforinsultingmeon

socialmedia.Shesaiditjustyouwhomadeus

enemies.Idon'tevenknowher,howcanIbe

enemieswithsomeoneIdon'tevenknow?."Shesaid

inhersleepyvoice."Don'tmindher,I'lldealwithher"

Isaidkissinghercheeks."Gotosleep"Isaid.

Turningoffthemysidelamp.

................................................................

Iwokeupearlyandwenttocheckontheprogress

ofthehotelsincetheNinascandalmyclienthad

beenthreateningtopulloutofbusiness.Ichecked



theCCTVcamerasforanysuspiciousactivitiesand

everythingwasfineexceptforthefactthatthe

profitsoftheweekwaslessthantheusual.Iwas

drivingtotheclubat3:00pmwhenIreceivedacall

fromNina.Ipickeditup"whatdoyouwant"Iasked

calmly."Salvatore,please—ineedaplacetostay.My

fatherhaskickedmeoutofthehouse.Ihaveno

whereelsetogo"shewhipped."Howisthatmy

problem,don'tyouhavefriendsorsomething.You're

aworkingwomenjustfiguredsomethingoutand

losemynumber"Isaidandthenhungup.Andthena

thoughtcameintomymind.Icalledherback."

Whereareyourightnow?"Iaskedscornfully."I'mat

thehospital,pleasehelpmeout.Ijustneedaplace

tostayfortheweekuntilIfiguresomethingout."

Shesaidcryingevenmore."Ok,I'llbethereby6:00

pmsharp.Waitformeattheentrance."Isaidand

thenhungup.Wherepeoplesawaproblem,Isawan

opportunity.IreachedthecubParadisé30minutes

later,IcheckedtheCCTVcameras,theprofitandthe

stock.Everythingwasinorder.Imadeametalnote

togoandcheckouttherestaurantsandtheNGOs

onthefollowingday.Ipassedbymydad'shouseat



5:00pm..."Youaredatinghighschoolgirlsnow?.

Worse,sheisfrommyschool.Whatrubbishisthis

Alonzo.Youareruiningyourimage"heshouted

furious."Papaplease,she'sfullymature.AndIlove

her.Shemakesmehappy.BesidesIdidn'tknowshe

wenttoschoolwhenImether,Ican'tcontrolwho

myheartwants.Pleasedon'tjudgeme"Isaidcalmly.

"Whataboutthis"Nina"characterthen.Shelooks

matureandsensibletoo.Whydon'tyoujustmarry

herplusshe'scarryingmygranddaughter"hesaid.I

couldn'tbelievethatthesamepersonwhowasnot

inaseriousrelationshipbecausehewas"hoping"

thathissoulmate.Whoisindeedmymotherwould

comebacktohimoneday.Wastalkinglikethat.He

wasmyfather,heknewmebetterthananyoneelse

inthisworld."Reallydad?,Youofallpeopleis

sayingthat.Wow,sinceyoursourcedidn'tbreakit

downtoyou.I'lldoyouthehonors.Ninawasmy

fuckgirl,myshorttermfixwhenIwassearchingfor

myreallydrug.Ihappenedtofindher,Cora.She

meanstheworldtome.Justlikemotherdoestoyou.

Ifyouareworriedaboutthefactthatsheis

schoolinginyourschoolthenIcanremoveherfrom



yourschoolimmediately."Isnappedabit,Iwas

pissedoff."I'msorry...It'sjustthatIdon'twantyou

togethurt.NowthatIcanseehowmuchyoulove

herIknowthere'snoreasoningwithyou.Ihopeshe

feelsthesamewithyoubecauseifnot,I'llkillher

withmyowntwohands.There'snoneedtoremove

herfromtheschool,shewasbackedupbythe

teacherswhenIsuggestedthat.Theysaidsheisa

genius.WhatareyouplanningtodowiththisNina

characterthen?"Heaskedcalmlyandrational."I

suggestedthatwebribeherandgethertodo

abortionbutCorawasagainsttheabortion,soit's

outoftheoptionsandkillingherisnotanoption

eithersincethewholeworldiswatchingus.Idon't

evenknowwheatherthebabyismineornot,I'lljust

havetodoDNAtestandseewhatcomesnext."I

explainednotsoconfident."Sinceyousayyouused

acondomhowdoesshesayshegotpregnant

again?"Heaskedchuckling."Shesaidtherewasa

holeinit,Iguessitwasjustherwayoftrappingme.I

thinksheputawholeonitonpurpose....anywaysI

haveatogetgoing"Isaidandthenhuggedhim.He

escortedmetothecar."Corasoundslikeagood



girl"hesaid."Whatmakesyousaythat?"Iasked

eyebrowsraised."Forhertostopyoufrommaking

Ninatoabortthebaby.Ninaisherrival,Ithinkit's

abouttimesheandImet"hesaid."I'llseewhatI

cando,goodbyepops"Isaidthendroveoff.

................................................................"You're30

minuteslate,"Ninasaidassoonasshegotintothe

car."Shootmethen"Isaidanddroveoff."I've

checkedvarioustypesofhotels,there'sisthisonein

sandstone,it'smuchcheaperthantheonein

bryaniston."Shesaid,"ifyouthinkthatI'mgoingto

pickyouupfromthestreetsandtakeyoutoheaven

thenyouclearlydon'tknowmeyet"Isaidwithmy

vivacioussmile."Whereareyoutakingmethen?"

Sheaskeddisappointed."Tomycrib"Isaidshortly."

Isn'tthatjustanirony,younevertookmetoyour

placewhenweweredatingandthenwhenweareno

longerdatingyousuddenlyfeeltheurgetotakeme

there"shesaidassarcasticallyasshecouldbe."I

wouldn'tcallwhatwehad"dating"exactly.Itwas

moreoffuckingthandating.youwerejustmyfuck

girl.Toobadyourpussywasn'tthatgreat"Isaid



chuckling."Howdareyou?"Sheshoutedtryingto

slapmebutIheldherhandjustintime."Nowoman

hitsKongandgetawaywithit.Youreallydon'twant

toseethatsideofme"Isaidsmilinglikea

psychopathIwas.Wearrivedatthehousewithinan

hour.Itookherbackfromthebootandopenedup,I

didn'tseeCoraaroundasweentered."Cora,

baby!..."Icalledoutandshecamerushingfromthe

library,Iguessedshemust'vebeenstudying."

Alonzo,wherehaveyou-been..."Shesaidfreezingon

herstepsandeyeingNina."Wehaveaguest,she'll

bestayingwithusuntilshegetsherownplaceto

stay,NinameetmygirlfriendCora"Isaidandthen

walkedtotheguestroom,whichwaswupstairs."

Hellonana''IheardNinasayingtoCoralikeshewas

alittlekid,itpissedmeoffbutIcontinuedonmy

wayup,Icouldn'tlookatCora.

[6/3,14:38]Lynne:Page25

Cora'spov

Ifeltalittlebitdizzyandoutofplace,sodisoriented

andconfused.Shewasjuststandingthere,herbaby

bumpnotsobig,shehadasmirkonherface.Ifelt



sosmallandstupid,"don'tcallmethat"Ihuffedand

left,shehadasarcasticsmileonherface.Salvatore

hadalotofshittoexplain,Itookthestaircases.For

thefirsttimetheyfeltsolongandmylegswere

failingme.Ifinallymadeittotheroomandfound

himtakingabathinthebathroom."Whyisshe

here?"Iaskedcalmlybutmad."She'llbestaying

withusfromnowon,untilshefindsherselfaplace

tostay."Hesaidcasuallikeitwasacoolthink.

Somethingwasonabouthim,thevibehewas

carrying."Whathappenedtowhereevershewas

staying?"Iaskedarmsfoldedaroundmychest."Her

fatherkickedherout,look,I'mtired.Idon'thave

timeforallthese21questions."Hesaidgettingout

ofthebathtub,Icouldn'thelpbutlookdownhis

torsoandmywholebodyjustheatedup.Butmy

mindwasn'tthere,orsoIthought."Finethen"Isaid

andlefthimrightthere,Ifeltlikescreaminginpain.

Anywaysitwashishouse,Ihadnorighttoquestion

theguestsheboughthomewhenImyselfwasa

guest.YouseeIwasn'tthekindofwomanwhofelt

entitledtotheirboyfriendspropertiesandstuff.I

decidedtochannelmyangerintostudyinginstead,



atleastitwouldhavebeenreproductive.The

televisionwasplayingasIgotdownstairs,Iguessed

shemusthavebeenwatchingtelevision,Iwentto

thelibraryandshutthedoor.Ididsome

mathematicsequationsandgeographylater.Igot

outafter4hours.Wenttothebedroom,Salvatore

wasnotthere.Hemustbewatchingtelevisionwith

her,Iguessed.Igotundercoversaftertakingmy

headphonesandcellphone.Mycellphonemight

havebeensmallandcheapbutitplayedmusic.I

playedRihanna'ssong-asrealasyouandme.Keep

itonrepeat.

Therecouldbeafreakaccident

Therecouldbeafataldisease

Iknowwehatetothinkaboutit

Butthisisreallyasyouandmex2

Wecouldallfalldown

Beforeoursaviourcouldreturn

Iknowwehatetothinkaboutit

Butthisisreallyasyouandme



IfIshouldgoholdmyhand

IfIshouldleave,darlingcompanymeplease....

IplayedthesonguntilIfellasleep.

................................................................whenIwoke

upinthemorningSalvatorewasnotinbed,Ididn't

hearhimcometobedeitherthenightbefore.buthis

sideofthebedwascreasedwhichwasenough

evidencethathesleptthere,Right?.Itookalong

shower,Ifeltsotiredandsore.Emotionaland

physical.IworemyWhitelonglosedressandmy

sleeper.Idecidedtoapplymakeupforchange,I

wasnotfeelingsogoodinmyownskin.Itookmy

phoneandwentdownstairs,IfoundSalvatoreand

Ninalaughingaboutsomething,shewasleaningon

hischestandheseemednottomind.Theywere

watchingvideosonhisphone,sittingonthecouch."

Goodmorning"Isaid''goodmorningNana"shesaid

whileSalvatoreactedlikeIdidnotexist."Good

morningSalvatore"Isaidsomadathim."HiCora"

hesaidandthenthebitchjustlaughed.Hedidn't

seemtobebothered.Iwenttothekitchenandmade

myselfinstantnoodlesandjuicewithaheavyheartI



ateup.IWashedthebowlwhenIwasdone."

Joaquin,canwetalk"IsaidasIgotbacktothe

sittingroom."Sure,speakup"hesaidcasually."In

private"Isaidshortly."Cora,Ninaisnotastranger

soyoucancomfortablyspeakinfrontofher.After

allshe'sthemotherofmychild"hesaid,Ifeltmy

heartstingingandcrushing."What'sgoingonwith

you,whyareyouactinglikethis.DidIdosomething

wrong,whatdidIdo.Please,whateveritisI'llfixit."

Isaidsuddenlyfeelinglikecrying."Ohh,Ihatetears.

Pleasestopit.Goandcryforsomeoneelsewho

actuallygivesadamn.Whyareyouactinglikeakid,

whathaveIdone."Heaskedsoannoyed.Iwalked

away,notknowingwhattodo,tearsfelldownmy

faceasIwasascendingslowlyupthestaircases."

Argh!"IscreamedasIclosedthebathroomdoorin

ourroom,ifIcouldevencallitthat.IcalledAmanda

crying,Ididn'tknowwhattodo,forthefirsttimeI

neededsomeonetotalkto,ashouldertocryon."

Amanda!"Isaidinahuskyvoice."Hey,what'swrong.

Don'ttellmeyou'recomingdownwithflu.The

school'sareopeninginafewdays."Shesaid

mockingme.Ijustcriedoutloud,Itwouldhavebeen



betterifIwascomingdownwithfluthanwhatIwas

goingthrough,IlovedSalvatore.WhenIcameto

thinkaboutit,Ilovehimmorethanilovemyself."

What'swrongCo...areyouok.Whyareyoucrying."

Sheaskedworried."It'sSalvatore,hehasbrought

his,hisbab-ymomi-nhere"Isaidcrying,sliding

downthedoor."What,butwhy...LookI'llbetherein

anhour.JusthangonOK."Shesaidsoundingpretty

muchpissedoff."Justdomeafavour,stopcrying

forgoodnesssake.Shewillthinkyou'reweak.Wipe

offthosetears"shesnapped."Iwipedthem

immediately."Rememberwhenthegoinggets

tough,thetoughgetsgoingandyouarethetoughest.

Cleanupyourface.Putonsomemakeup,ifyou

showyourweaknessesyou'reonlygivingthebitcha

chancetostrike.BestrongI'llbethereinafew...Ok"

shesaidwithfuriousanger."Ok...Butpleasedon't

causeanydrama"Ibegged."Ok...sharp"hesaidand

thenhungup.Idecidedtotakeawholebodyshower.

Blowdriedupmyhairandstraightenedthemup.

Theywerefullblondeanddarkbrown.Iapplied

makeupandpinklipstick.IworemyNiketracksuits

andsneakers.Packedmysmallstuffandphoneina



myblacksimpleleatherpurse.Exactlyanhourlater

thedoorbellrang,Iquicklyrandownstairs."I'llget

that"Isaidrunningtowardsthedoor.Iopenedup

andAmandagotin,shewaswearingherAdidas

tracksuitsandJordansneakers.Itwasalittlebit

cold,shelookpissed."Nodrama"Iwhisperedinto

herear."Salvatore"shesaidinamannerof

greetings."HiAmanda,howareyoudoing?"He

asked,ok.Thatwasit,heseemedtobeallfinewith

myfriendbutnotme."CanIborrowCohgoafew

hours"shesaidsogirly.Iknewfromthenthatshe

waspretend,shewasburningupinside.Amanda

wasnotthekindofdaddy'slittlegirlsofttypeofgirl.

"Ok,cool"hesaidpolitely."Letmejustgoandget

mybag"Isaidhurryingupstairs,Icamebackdown

withmypurse.TheNinabitchhadherfeetson

Salvatore'sfeets."Youhavethehouseallto

yourselves,lovebirds.Seeyoulater"Isaidbefore

leavingwithAmanda.

................................................................

Salvatore'sPOV

"Getyourdirtylittlefeetoffme"Isaidangrily



pushingherfeetdown."Babe,what'swrongwithyou

allofasudden.Ithoughtwehadsomethinggoing

down.Howaboutwegotothebathroomandseeif

youcanstillgetitup."Shesaidgettingherhandson

me."Babe?Youhavenorighttocallmethat,don't

getmewrong.YouhavenoideawhatI'mplayingat.

Don'tgetyourlittlestupidmindtwisted"Isaid

leavingherthere.Shewassmiling,likeaslutshe

was."Thisisnotworking,it'shard.Corahasjust

goneoutwithherfriend.Foraminutethereithought

shewasgettingaffected,Iwasgettingthere.Ican't

keepupwithNina,shemakesmewanttovomit,I

couldjusttellCoraeverythingandgotoverwith."I

snappedonaphonecallwithKevin."What'swrong

withyou,sincewhenareyousoweak.Ifyouare

goingtotellhereverythingthenyoumightaswell

tellherthatTheDoncallyou,thatheknowsthatyou

havehisgirlandheisgoingtogetherwithina

week'stime.DoyouthinkthatCoraisgoingtogive

youthegreenlightafterknowingallthat.Don'tbe

stupidboss.Sheknowsexactlywhatgoesdownif

youbetrayTheDon,youknowwhatwillhappenif

youtellhereverything.Sheisjustgoingtogoback



totheprostitutionthingandtrustmeyouwillnever

seeheragain.TheDonisgoingtomakesureofthat.

Worsehecouldjustauctionher,thisisnecessary

justchannelTheKong."Hesaidscornfully."Ican't

dothatwithCora!"Iexclaimed."It'seitherthehigh

wayorTheDon'sway.Yourchoice"hesaid."Ok,

fine"Isaidhangingup.Ikeptonwalkingupand

downinmyoffice.LastnightwhenIcametobedI

foundmyCorawasplayingsadmusiconherphone.

Shehadtearsonherface,IhatedwhatIwasdoing

butthenIrealizedthatIhadnochoicebuttodothe

thingsIwasdoing.TheDonhadshockinglycalled

me,hehadseenthenewsaboutCora,NinaandI.

Thedevilwaslaughingatme,hehadtheuppercard.

Butnotforsolong,Ithoughttomyself."Followher"

Isaidcallingmybodyguards."Makesureshe

comeshomesafe"Iadded."Yessir"hesaid.I

decidedtogotowork.

[6/3,14:39]Lynne:Page26

Narrated



CoraandAmandastayedinthemalluntilitwaslater,

Amanda'sdriverdrovehertoSalvatore'shouse

around7:00pm.Sherangthegatebellacoupleof

timesbeforethesecurityopenedupforher,Amanda

droppedheratthegate,theysaidgoodbyeandshe

walkeduptothehouse.Therewasaloudmusic

playing.ShefoundNinaandSalvatoredancing,she

wasmoreoftwerkingthandancing.Shepassed

thembyandwenttothebathroomtotakeashower.

Sheshowered,driedupandworeherwhitelacy

edgesPyjamashortsandagown.Shewentback

downstairsandfilledupabowlwithsnacks,wentto

thelibrarytostudy.Shereallytriedbutthemusic

wastooloud."Canyouturndownthevolumeabit,

someofusaretryingtostudy"shescreamedsothat

theycouldstudy."Babe,Nanaistalking"she

screamedintoSalvatore'sear."Babe?,Really.What

thefuck"sheshoutedunpluggingtheradiocables

fromthesocket."Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing,

pluginthosecablesyouLittlecunt"shesaid."Are

yougoingtoletherinsultmelikethis,Salvatore,are

youjustgoingtowatch"Coraaskedunbelievingly.

Salvatoreraisedhishandsupinamannerthatsaid"



nop,I'mnotgettinginvolved"."Heylittlebitch,

didn'tyouhearme.Isaidpluginthosecables.What

doyouexpecthimtosay,I'mcarryinghisfirstson

afterall"Ninasaidspiteful.Thenextthingsheknew,

Corawasontopofher,givingherafewslaps.And

thenSalvatoreremovedherandthrewheronthe

couch."Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing,sheis

pregnantforgoodnesssake"heshoutedatthe

cryingCora.Shecouldn'tbelievewhatwasgoingon,

sheblinkedawaythetearsacoupleoftimes.

ThinkingthatImighthavebeenherimaginationora

dreamofsomesort.Butno,itwasn't.Realityhither

whenhecarriedNinaintotheguestroom,whilehe

wasbusyaskingherifshewasalright.Shewasleft

onthecouch,tearsstreamingdown.Heworld

shutteredjustlikethat,withjustablinkofaneye

everythingwasruined.Sheknewshehadlostand

therewasnothingshecoulddoaboutit.Shecarried

herdefeatedbodyupstairs.Tookanextrashirtand

foundherselfsleepingonthecouch.Emotionally

shewasdrained,physicallyshewastired,mentally

shewasconfusedandspiritualityshewasbleeding.

Shwokeuponceagainafterrememberingthatshe



hadn'ttakenherpills.Shetookthemandwentback

tothecouch,thepillstooktheirtollonherandshe

driftedofftosleep.

..............................................................

Shewokeupearlyinthemorning,sawSalvatorestill

sleeping.Shedecidedtotakeanhourofjogging.

Shecamebackandfoundhimtakingabath,she

tookashowerwithoutevengreetinghim."Whatyou

didlastnightwascruel,howcouldyoubeso

heartless.Youknowthatsheispregnant.What's

wrongwithyouallofasudden"Salvatorefinallysaid

whilehewasmoisturizinghisbodyandCorawas

wrappingatowelaroundherbody."SonowI'm

suddenlycruel,huh.It'sfunhowI'mtheonewho's

hurtingbutyouarethewho'scomplaining.Youdidn't

evenwantthisbabytobeginwithandthensuddenly

youfeellikeadaddy,wow"shesaidandthenleftthe

bathroomwenttothewalkincloset.Shechoose

herpinklongpencilskirtandblackvestandwore

herstylishsandals."Whatdoesthatevenmean,

don'tyouregretwhatyoudid.Notevenalittlebit?.

Whyareyouactinglikethis?"Heattackedherwith



questions,foramomentthereshestartedtothink

thatmaybeshewasthecrazyone.Maybeshewas

reallyactingbitterlycoldandstrange,maybeshe

waschildishandimmature."Please,justleaveme

alone."Shebeggedcalmly.Sheworeherclothes

alongwithwhiteundergarments."Youarereally

twisted,whatwastheneedtounplugthecable.You

couldhaveaskedsonicely.Wewerejustinnocently

dancing,therewasnoneedforyoutobesodragon

Ballonus.Youreallyactstrangesometimes,fora

momentthereIthoughtyouhavegonecrazy."He

saidlikeitwasnobody'sbusiness.Coracouldn't

believeherears."Wow,justwow.Youknowwhat

I'mnotgoingtogiveyouthesatisfaction.Iamnot

goingtotryandprovemymentalstabilitytoyou.

Causeyou'llthinkIamabsolutelycrazy."Shesaid

leavinghiminthecloset.Sheappliedpowder

coatingwhereNinahadscratchedherfacewhen

theywerefighting.Shecollectedherdirtyclothes

andwenttothelaundryroomtowashthemup.She

spottedauntMarycleaningupthehousezoneshe

rememberedthatitwasaWednesday.She

packagedherclothesaftershewashedanddried



themup.Wentbacktofoldthemandpackthemup.

Shemadeametalnotetoironthemupinthe

afternoon,SalvatorehadauntMarytodohislaundry

soshedidn'tevenbotherlookingforit.Shedecided

togotothekitchentomakeherselfbreakfastand

boomshefoundSalvatoreandNinakissing,she

didn'tknowwheathersheshouldscreamorjustturn

backonherhillsandpretendasifhedidn'tseewhat

wasgoingon.Butthenagainherheartreactedfirst

notgivinghermindachancetothink."Joaquin,what

areyoudoing...whatrubbishisthis.Whatareyou

doing.Whatisthis...why?"Sheaskedalmostin

tears,heartaching.Headaching."Ohh,Nana.What

doesitlookliketoyou"Ninaansweredfirst.She

wipedtheredlipstickfromSalvatore'slips."I'mnot

talkingtoyoubitch...I'llfuckingkillyou"shesaid

chargingforNinabutSalvatoreheldherjustintime.

"Cora,behaveYourself.Haveyoubeentakingyour

pillslately?"hesnapped."Letmedown,Salvatore.

Fuckingletgoofme"shecursedtryingtogetoutof

hisgrip.Butshewasnomatchforhismasculine

arms.Heletherdownafterwhatfeltlikethewhole

yeartoCora.Hemadesuretostandbetweenthem."



Salvatore,youarecheatingonme,with,withher.Her

ofallpeople,whyareyoudoingthistome"she

askedcrying.Shewasabouttoslidedowntoher

feetwhenshenoticedsomething."Isthatmy

dress?,sheisfuckingwearingmydress"shecursed

gettinguponhertwofeet."HerclothesaredirtysoI

borrowedherthatone."Hesaidsighing."Mydress?,

Youhadnoright!"Shecriedout."Comeon,it'snot

likesheruineditorsomething.It'sjustadress"he

saidannoyed."Myfirstdatedress,thatwasmy

specialdress...IhateyouSalvatore.Ihateto,IwishI

hadnevermetyou.Fuckyou,youLittlepieceofshit.

Ihateyouwithmywholefuckingfrozenheart"she

cursedhittinghischest,shekeptonhittinghimuntil

shegottired.Sheslidedownonherknees."So

muchdrama...Babe,let'sgooutshallwe"Ninasaid.

"Let'sgo"SalvatoresaidtakingNina'shand.Cora

heardthesoundofthecarfadingawayfromthe

house.Shepickedherselfupandwenttotheir

bedroom,lookedherselfinthemirror."Youare

beautiful,ok.Youlookperfect.Youaregoingtoget

throughthis....''..."whoareyoukidding...youarejust

aprostitute,theonewhowasrapedbyherown



fatherattheageof13,youarejustaloosewhore

whohavesleptwithahundredsofmen.Youarejust

aslutofanorphan,whatdoyouthinkheseesinyou.

Youarenothing,there'snothinginterestingabout

you,nothinggood.Youareawalking.."theevilvoice

insideofherkeptonsaying.Sheshookherheadlike

crazy,shehelditbothsides."Shutup.No,no,no,no.

Youarenotcrazy,Youarenotcrazy.No,no.Youare

beautiful.Youaregreat.justshutup!"Shescreamed

andthenhitthemirrors,leavingherhandswitha

coupleofinjuries,sometinymirrorglassesinside

herflesh.Somethingtoldhertogoandtakeherpills.

Shetookthemwithshakinghands,onehandwas

bleedinguncontrollable.Fortunatelyshetookthe

recommendedamountofpills.Shekeptonwalking

upanddownuntilshefelldown,lightsout.

..............................................................

Cora'spov

Iopenedupmyeyes,Itwasalittlebitdark.My

spinalcordwasinpain,Icouldfeelthecoldhard



tilesIwaslyingon.Mylefthandwasnumb,Ilooked

uptoitandIsawapoolofbloodaroundit.Isatup

withalotofdifficulty,Ilateronstoodup,feelinga

littlebitdizzy.Memoriescamerushingintomyhead

asIsaidtheword"lightson".Thelightswerenow

on.Irememberedeverything,Iwenttothebathroom

andrancoldwateronmyhand,itwaslikepouring

gasolineonthealreadyblazingfire.Iyankeditoff,"

ouch"Icriedout.Iwrappeditupinatowel,searched

formyphoneandcalledacab,Isearchedformy

purseandfoundacoupleof50randsnote.30

minuteslaterIwenttothegateandthesecurity

openedthegateforme.Ihadmybooks,phoneand

pursewithmeonly.Icouldn'tcarrymyclothessince

mywholebodywasinpain.PlusIhadbroughta

coupleofclothesthere,mostofthemwerebought

bySalvatoreandIdidn'twantthemanymore,I

wantednothingtodowithhim.Thecabdroppedme

offatthegate,Ipaidthedriverwhoseemedtobe

moreinterestedinmyinjuriesthanhis50randnote.

"Hey,Cora.Isthatyou"SmangaaskedasIwas

tryingtoopenupthegatetothebuilding."Hey,it's

me"Isaidsoashamed,trytohidemyhandfromhim,



butitwastoolate."Whathappenedtoyourhand,

you'rebleeding.Letmehavealook"hesaidlooking

soworried."Ouch,I'mfine.Couldyoupleaseopen

upthegateforme"Isaidyankingitfromhisgrip.

Heopenedupthegate,lookingatmethewholetime.

"Areyousure,you'reok.Evenyourfacehasa

scratch.I'mcomingupwithyou"hesaidconcerned.

"Youdon'thavetoactlikeyougiveashit,IsaidI'm

fine.Justleavemealone"Isaidenteringintothe

yards..Ilefthimstandingthereinshock.Iregretted

itabitbutIhatedmalestothepointwhereItookout

myfrustrationstothewrongone.IwishedIcould

hateSalvatorejustasmuch.Ifinallyopenedupthe

door,itwassodark.Imissedmyapartmentandit

reciprocatedthesamefeeling.Iclosedthedoorand

switchedonthelight."JesusChrist,help!"I

screamed,therewereThreemeninmyroomand

onecorpseonthefloor.oneof

themjusttomysideandputawhiteclothonmy

noise.Ifeltdizzyandnauseousandthenlightsout

[6/3,14:39]Lynne:Continuing

Narrated



Rosesareredvioletsareblueandtheworldthose

notalwaysfavourusinthebestway.Sometimes

yougottastepintothornsandroughrockstogetto

Yourfinaldestination.Formostofustheworldis

notsoforgiving.Youcan'thaveyourcakeandeatit,

someofusehavetostrivetogethappinessinthe

end,wesometimesendupnotfindingitbutwith

hopeandfaithwekeeponsearching.Frommy

perspectivesomeoneofuswerejustnotmeantto

behappyorelsehowwouldweknowthedifference

betweenhappinessandsadnessifwe'reallhappy.

JustlikeCora,happinessneverfoundher,it'slike

shewascursedwithpainandsufferingfromtheday

shewascreated.Butshenevergaveuponlife,she

hadseveralreasonstolive,likebeingsuccessful,

finallylettinggoofthepast,likemeetingheryoung

siblings,gettingoutofthelifeshewasleaving.Have

youeverwonderedwhyshedecidedtocallherself

starlightonthatlineofbusiness,welltakeastarand

nightandthenglancebackatherandthelifeshe

wasliving.Starsnevershineinlightplacesthatwhy

weonlyseetheminthenight,shewaslikeashining

starinthecaveofdarkness.Nomatterhowhardlife



became,shekeptonshining.Sheworeasmilewith

prideandprejudiceagainstthecruelworld....She

waslyingonSalvatore'sbed,herpulsebeatingso

faintly.Ithadbeen48hourssinceshewasknocked

out.Shehadadripinsertedintoherpaletinyarm.

Theheartbeatmonitorkeptonbeatingupsteadily.

Salvatorewassittingbesideheronthebed,tears

streamingdownhisface.Hewasholdingherhand,

likehehasbeendoingforthepast48hours."I'm

sorry,I'msosorrymylove"hecriedoutinahusky

voice."I'msosorry,pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme.Justonemoretime.IknowI'vebeen

givingyounothingbutpain.Pleasewakeup.Ifnot

formethenpleasedoitforyourself,sothatyou

couldfinishyourmatricexaminations,goto

university.Wearthatwhitecoatthatyou'vealways

dreamedof.DoitforConnieandCharles,I'msure

thatonedaythey'llbehappytoseeyou.Please

wakeupCora"hebeggedcrying."Ipromise,I'm

nevergoingtobotheryouagain.I'llletyoube,just

wakeup.Youcan'tleavemetoo.Youcan't,please

don'tleaveme"hecriedoutloud,hislungshurt,he

hadn'teatensomethingeversincetheycompleted



theirmission,thejobwascleananddone.Theyhad

alsomanagedtokeepthemediaoutofit,thefire

fighterswerecalledintime.SoonlyCora's

apartmentwasburnedandabodywasfound,the

bodywasstillunidentifiedbutSalvatoremadesure

thatdoctorDavisplantedthetrackingdeviceinthe

corpse'shead.SothatTheDoncouldbuythatCora

wasdead

................................................................

Cora'spov

Myeyesfeltsoheavy,mybodysofatigueandsore.

Mythroatwasdryandpainful,Itriedtoopenupmy

eyesonceagain,blinkedacoupleoftimes.Ifinally

openedthemup.Thelightsmakingmyvisionsoblur,

IlookedaroundandfiguredthatIwasbackat

Salvatore'shouse,thelastplaceIwantedtobe.Ifelt

ahandholdingmine,itwashis.Hewassleepingon

mysidemeItriedtositupbutendeduphurting

myselfintheprocess,endedupwakinghimup."

Hey,you'reawake.ThankGodyouareawake.I

thoughtIhadlostyou"hesaidtearsstreamingdown

hisface.Hiseyeswereredandswollen.Helooked



likeahotmess.IwasstillconfusedastohowIgot

there,mythroatwasstilldry."Water"thatwasthe

firstwordthatcameoutofmymouth."Youwantto

havewater...I'llgoIgetYouwater"hesaidlooking

sohappy.IhadalotofquestionsthatIneeded

answersto.IsuddenlypanickedwhenIremembered

thethingsIhadendured.Hecamebackwithatray

withajugaglassofwateronit.Heputitonthe

headboardstandandpouredmeaglassofwater."

Thedoctorwillbehereinafewminutes,areyou

ok?"Heasked.Hehadthenervetoaskmethatshit

afterallhehadputmethrough.Istaredathimfora

fewseconds,myemotionsweremixed.Ihatedhim

andlovedhim.Iwantedhimoutofmylifeandsite,

butsomethinginsidemedrewmein.Isawanger,

hurtandguiltinhiseyesbutIalsosaw;

love,affectionandcare.Worryandstressnot

forgettingpanic.Igavehimtheemptyglassandhe

putitonthetray.''I'msorry,sosorryforthepainI've

causedyou.Itwasn'tmyintention,Iwentoverboard.

I'msorrypleaseforgiveme"hesaidkissingmehand

acoupleoftimes.Myotherlefthandwasbandaged,

Irememberedexactlywhathappenedtoit.Ihad



elasticbandsomewhereonmyforeheadandthat

wasn'thisfaulteitherbutthebruisesinmyheart,

thatwasallhim.Theglimpseofhatredinmyheart

wellhecreatedthat.Thepainfulmemoryinmymind

wellthatwasallhim.IcouldstillrememberNina's

laughterechoinginmyhead,thekisstheyshared

hadleftitstainsonmymind.Thefearheinstigated

inmysoulwhenhecoveredmymouthwiththat

whitecloth,wellIwassosureitwashimbecauseif

itwasn'tIwouldn'thaveendeduponhisbed."What

haveyoudonetome,whichdayisit"Iaskedina

huskyvoice,myoesophaguswasinpain.He

explainedeverything,Imeaneverything.Theplanto

rescuemewithoutmyknowledge.Thepretensewith

NinasothatIcouldgotomyapartmentallwracked

uphopefullythatsomeonewouldnoticemesothat

whentheroomgetsburned.soItmayseemlike

suicide.YesifhehadtoldmeaboutthisplanearlierI

wouldn'thaveagreed,causenowIhadtoliveinfear

thatTheDonmightfindme.Ihadtoliveindark

shadowsindaylight.Iheadtoalwaysglanceatmy

backwheneverIwasoutthere."ForhowlonghaveI

beenunconscious?"Iaskedonceagain."It'sbeen



48hours"hesaid,justthenthedoctorarrived.He

madeacheckuponme,removedthedripandheart

monitor,changedmybandageandremovedthe

elasticbandonmyforehead,becausethescarehad

healedplusitwasjustaminorscar.Hegaveme

capsulesforthepainandrecommendthatIseea

therapistafterdiscoveringhowIhurtmyhand.He

leftafteranhourlater,saidIshouldbefinewithina

fewhours.Isatupstraightandtriedtostandupto

gotothebathroom,Ifellbackonbed.Salvatore

rushedtomyside,tryingtohelpme."Don't,don't

please"Isaidsignallingwithmyhandthatheshould

juststayawayfromme.Imanagedtogettothe

bathroom,showeredandcameoutwrappedina

towel.Iwenttotheclosetandsearchedformylong

warmPyjamasandsleepers.Myskinfeltsodryand

Ididn'tfeellikemoisturizingit.IfoundSalvatorestill

sittingonthesamepositionIlefthimin."Whereare

mybooksordidyouburnthemuptoo."Iaskedso

calmly."Theyareinthelibrary,youralbumisthere

too."Hesaid.Ihadforgottenaboutthealbum."I'm

goingtowatchtelevision"Isaidwalkingout."Cora

thedoctorsaidthatyoushouldrest.Pleasejustget



backtobed,I'llgetoutoftheroomifthat'swhatyou

want"hepleaded."Ohhyeah?,Couldyoualsodome

afavour.Getoutofmylifetoo...Youcan'tdothat

now,canyou?"Iaskedafterseeingthelookinhis

eyes."I'llhelpyougetdownthestaircases"hesaid

takingitlikeaman.Ididn'targuethatbecauseI

reallyneededhelp,orelseIcouldhavefallendown

thestairs.Hehelpedmesitdown,putthepillowon

myback."IsthereanythingelseIcanhelpyouwith"

heasked.Ishookmyhead"no".Hegavemethe

remotecontroller.Iwatchedmyfavoriteshows,the

housewivesofAtlanta.Afterthattherewasnothing

elsetowatch,Iwassuddenlyfeelingsleepy.Idozed

offonthecouchandwokeupinbedthefollowing

morning.Salvatorewassleepingonthecouch,he

musthavefiguredthatIhatedhispresence.

................................................................

Narrated

Coratookabath,herbodyfeltgreatagain,shefelt



fullyrecovered.Shewashedthebathtubaftershe

wasdone,woreherboyfriendsjeansandawhitet-

shirtwrittennotpainnogaininboldtext.,Shewore

herpink2inchhills.Triedtofixherhairbutfailed

miserablybecausesheofficiallyhadonehandon

duty.Sheleavedherhairallmessy.Packedallofher

clothes,includingtheonesthatSalvatoreboughtfor

herinhisgrandmother'ssuitcase.Shewenttoput

thesuitcasedownstairsandsearchedforherback

packinthelibrary,therewereextrabooksoutit.She

packagedtheminandzippedup.Foundherpurse,

phoneandphotoalbumthere.Shepackagedthe

photoalbuminthesuitcase.Wenttothekitchenand

madeherselfcornflakeswithbananasandcrunches,

Salvatorecameinwhileshewaseating."Good

morning"hesaidwithatenderheart."I'mleaving"

shesaid,saidstandingupbeforeshecouldeven

finisheating."Whatdoyoumeanbythat,whatdo

youmeanyou'releaving.Whereareyougoing?,Are

youbreakingupwithme"Heaskedsofast,hewas

suddenlyfeelingsick,heartbeatingsofast,waiting

impatientlyfortheanswerbutatthesametime

wishingitwouldjustdelay."I'mgoingtoAmanda's,I



can'tcontinuetostayherewithyou.Idon'tthinkI'll

beabletoforgiveyouforwhatyou'vedone.Iknow

thatyouhadgoodintentionsBtIcan'tfinditinmy

hearttoforgiveyou."Shesaidsobravely."You're

leavingme,you'rebreakingupwithme.Afterallwe

beenthrough,I'vedonesomuchforyou,CoraI'm

sorry.I'mtrulysorry,IwishthatIcouldturnbackthe

sandsoftime.SothatIcouldtrytofindanotherway

tohandlethesituationbutIcan't.Corapleasedon't

leaveme,Iloveyou"hesaidholdingherhandand

tryingbyallmeanstobestrongandcourageous

enoughtohandletherealitythatwasstaringhimon

theface."Iknowthatyouloveme,Idotoo.God

knowshowmuchIloveyou.ButIcan'tlookyouin

thefaceandpretendlikeeverythingisgoingtobeok,

whenIknowit'snot.Ican'tstandthesiteofyou,

movinginherewithyouwasjusttoofast,yesIknow

thecircumstancesunderwhichImovedinherebut

still.EverythingjusthappenedsofastthatIcouldn't

wrapmyfingeraroundthem,memeetingyourfamily

memberswasjusttoomuch,werushthings.It's

onlybeenthreemonthsbutalothashappened.Yes

Ihadanamazingtimewithyou,you'remyhome



Salvatorebutsometimeswejusthavetoleavehome

inordertodiscoverourtrueselves.Ihadanamazing

timewithyourfamilymembers,butIgottago.Live

formyself,findmyself.Heal,howcanweheal

togetherwhenwe'rebothbroken,howcanwefix

eachother.Yougottaletmego,wewillseewhat

happensnext.Withtime,ifweweremeantforeach

thenwewillalwaysfindawaytoeachother.You

havetoletmego,please"shesaidtearsstreaming

downhercheeks,hehuggedhersotightly.They

werebothintears,hemighthavebeenaruthless

andcruelmanintheeyesoftheworldbuttoherhe

wasjustanotherbrokensoulthatneededsaving,he

wasjustanordinarymanandhebehavedlikeone

whenhewaswithher.Togethewasherhero,with

himshefeltthesenseofbelonging,shemighthave

neverknownwhatahomefeltlikebuttoher,hefelt

likehome.Theyheldeachotherforalongtime

beforeheletgo"youcan'tleaveonyourown,it's

risky.IfyouaregoingtoleavemetheleastIcould

doismakesurethatyouok.I'llappointtwoofmy

bestbodyguardstoprotectyouallthetime.There's

noarguingaboutit.I'mnotgoingtoleadyouto



dangerandthenabandonyouthere."Hesaidwiping

awayhistearsandmakingaphonecall.Shedidn't

opposehiminanyway,shewasscaredforherlife

too."Acarwillbehereinafewminutes,the

bodyguardswillprotectyou24hourswithoutyou

knowing,theywillalwaysbecloseenoughtoknow

youreverymove.It'sthebestway,ittheyareseen

withyouitwilldrawyouunwantedattentionandwe

don'twantthat."Heexplainedafterthephonecall.

Shenodded,heartsinking...TheblackSUVcar

arrived30minuteslater.Therewasadriveronly

there,SalvatorepackedCora'sbagsintheback,he

openedthedoorforherandsheentered."Non

vogliochemiVeda...Quoi?Souviens-toijustequehe

t'aime.Quoiqu'ilsepasse,jet'aime."(Idon'twant

youtogo...justrememberthatIloveyou.Whatever

happens,Iloveyou).HesaidinItalian,forgettingthe

factthatCoradidn'tspeaknordidsheunderstand

Italian.Butshereadthesadnessandloveinhiseyes

thatallthatwasimportant.Heclosedthedoorand

thedriverdroveoff.

...............................................................



Cora'spov.

Ithasbeentwomonthsandamonthofnotseeing

Salvatore.Thefinalexaminationswereover,itwas

nearlyChristmasandAmanda'sparentswereto

comehome.Salvatorekeptoncomingtoseemeon

thefirstmonththatIhadleftandthehefinallygave

up.Yes,Ihadtoldthesecuritytonotlethiminbut

hehadhisshadyways,hewasSalvatoreafterall.

Nothingmuchhashappened,exceptthatIattended

everySundayservice.Prayedeverymorningand

evening.Amandawouldsometimesaccompanyme

tochurchbutshewasnotsokeenongettingsaved

byourLordJesusChrist.

HereI'm,downonmykneesagain.

Surrenderingitall,surrenderingitall.

Andfindmeherelordasyoudrawmenear.i

desperateforyou,I'mdesperateforyou.

Isurrender.

Drenchmysoulasmercyandgraceunfold.

Ihungerandthirstx2



Witharmsstretchedwide

Iknowyouhearmycry

Speaktomenowx2

Isurrender

Isurrender

Iwannaknowyoumorex2

Isurrender

Isurrender

Iwannaknowyoumorex2

Likearushingwind

Jesusbreathwithin

Lordhaveyourwayx2inme.... Wesanginthe

churchofGod.

YesIwasinthechurchofGodspiritualbut

somethingwasmissing.Ihadcametosurrenderall

mysinstomycreatorbutIcouldn'tgivethewholeof

measIwassupposedto,somethingwasmissing.I

knewIwouldn'tfindittherebutstillIsearchedforit.



AtleastIfeltpeacewheneverIwasinchurch,my

demonsgotchained.Iwasaskingforaheartto

forgive.

[6/3,14:41]Lynne:Page27

Narrated.

"Auntie,please.Thisissoskimpy"shesaidlaughing.

Itwasthe31stofDecemberintheeveningand

Amanda'smomwasmakingCoratowearoneof

Amanda'sshortbumshorts."ComeonCora,It'snot

thatshort,plusyou'vegotagreatbody.Whydoyou

alwayshideitunderthoselongdressesorpants."

Sheaskedalreadydrained."Myclothesarenotthat

long."Shesaid,notsoconvincedherself."Whoare

youtryingtoconvince,meoryou?"Sheasked

eyebrowsraised."Okfine,they'renotthatlong,I'll

havetogowiththejumpsuit"shesaid."Finally!"She

exclaimedsighingsoftly."Ok,girlsgetready.We're

leavinginaanhour'stime."Shesaidleaving

Amanda'sroom."Finally,igotyoutomyself"

Amandasaidinrelief."Yourmotherissucha



controlfreak,Isalwayslikethat"Coraasked

throwingherselfinbed."AtleastI'moffthehook,

shehasgotherselfanewpuppet...Shestillthinks

thatwe'rearekidswhoneedstobenursed.IfIhada

chanceI'dbeheatinguptheclubrightnow."

Amandasaiddramaticallyannoyed."Comeon,she's

notthatbad.Besidesyou'rehardly18tobeheating

theclub"Corasaidgiggling.Thentheroomwas

filledwithsilence.Amanda'sparentstreatedCora

likeshewasoneoftheirownkid.Afterhearingthe

storyofherapartment,whichwasnotwhollytoldby

theway.Theyletherin,shetoldthemthatshehad

anauntiewholivedoverseasandherparentswere

nomore.JustlikeshehadtoldAmanda,even

thoughshewastiredoftellinglies.Shehadnoother

option."ImustsaythatIkindafeelbad,Yougot

bothmyparentsattentionandIamjustwatchingon

thesidelines."Amandasaiddramaticallyjealousy

andhurt."Comeon,jealousydoesn'tsurprisesuit

you"Corasaidgiggling."Whateverman,I'lljusthave

todivorceyou"shesaidthoughtfully."Hello,we're

notmarried"Corasaidgigglingevenmore."I'lljust

havetodisownyouthen"shesaid."I'mnotyourkid



either"Corasaidlaughingoutloud."I'mjusthaveto

killyouthen"shesaid."NotifIkillyoufirst"Cora

gigglingandAmandaendedupgigglingalongbut

thestopuponrealisingsomething.ShegaveCoraa

weirdlook."What"Coraasked,eyebrows."Thatline,

thoseexactwordsyoujustsaid.Theyarenotyours,

theybelongtoSalvatore"shesaidstepbystep."

Whateverman"Corasaidgigglingabitandrolling

hereyes.Likeshedidn'tbudge,butherwholebody

hadfrozeuponhearinghisname."Youmisshim

don'tyou"Amandasaid."Howdoesitmatternow,I

don'tevenwanttotalkabouthim"shesaid

figgitatingwithherfingers."Itmatters,youmightbe

laughingbutyoursmiledoesn'treachyoureyes.You

arenotfullyhappy,youdon'ttalktoomuchthese

days.I'msorrytosaybutgoingtochurchisnot

goingtosolveyourproblems.AllIwantistoseeyou

happy,IwantmyCoraback,yourhappinesslies

withinhim.Ithinkit'sabouttimethatyoutwogot

backtogetheragain"shesaid."Amanda,Iknowyou

meanwellbutIdon'tneedamantobehappy.Iam

happy,I'mfinereally"shesaidfakingasmile."We

bothknowthatthat'sbullshit.The'ohIdon'tneeda



mantobehappy'line.That'srubbish,weallneed

someone,weallneedlove.Weallwanttobeloved.

Worseforyou,causeyou'vealreadyfelthowit's

feelsandtrustmemysisteronceyougoblackyou

neverturnback.I'mnotforcingyoutodoanything

butpleasejustthinkaboutit"Amandasaidsolemnly.

"SincewhenareyouDrPhil"Coraasked."DidI

soundthatgenius"sheaskedblushing."Kinda"Cora

saidsmiling."Let'sgogetreadybeforeauntiewhips

us"shesaid."I'mtakingtheshower"Corasaidfastly.

"Argh!,Mom.She'satitagain...ButCoh.You'renot

beingfair,believemeyou,I'mreallyconsidering

killingyou"Amandaexclaimedsulking.

...............................................................

Cora'spov

Itwasfirstsemesterintheuniversityof

Johannesburg,IhadregisteredandyesIgotthe

harmonicParadisebursary.IlivedafewStreets

awayfromtheuniversity,theharmonicParadise

foundationhadabuildingthere.Ihadmovedin



yesterday.Iwassupposedtohavearoommatebut

shehadn'tmovedinyet.Theapartmentwewere

sharinghadtwosmallbedroomsandonebathroom,

asittingroomwhichwascombinedwiththekitchen.

Iwasfullyfurnished,itwasnothingfancybutitwas

betterthanlivingincampus.Thebuildinghad

30floors.Eachfloorhad3apartments,Iwasfinallya

gynaecologiststudent.Amanda,wellAmandawas

goingtobedoingadegreeinphysiotherapyclinic.It

washer4thchoicebutshewasstillhappy.Itwas

Februarythe5th,Ididn'tgetthechancetounpack

myclothesyesterdaysoIwasdoingjustthatafter

myclasseswerefinished,therewasasmallWaldrop

inmyroom.Iunpacked,justwhenIwasfinishingup

thedoorbellrang.Iwenttoopenupandtherewasa

girl...Iwasnotsosureifitwasagirloraboy.She

hadpiercingsonherlipsandnoise.Tattoosallover

herarms."Shewasblackbutbeautiful,Imeanreally

beautiful."YoumustbeCora"shesaidletting

herselfin,shehadtwosportbagswithher."And

youmustbe..."Isaidwaitingforhertointroduce

herself."Ohhwherearemymanners,I'm

LethukuthulaMwalibutyoucanjustcallmeThula...



Imustsay,Iwasn'treallyexpectingthishotnessin

here.Damnyou'vegotabrightfuturebehindyou"

shesaidholdingmyhandandkissingit,Ismiled

weirdly."I'mCoraZabenathiMaphumulobutIguess

youalreadyknowthat...Soyouaremyroommate"I

saidclosingthedoorbehindme."Icanbemore

thanthatifyouwant"shesaidwithasmile,shehad

dimplesInoticed."I'mjustgonnagofinish

unpacking,I'mpleasedtoknowyou...leatu"Isaidin

myweiredaccent.Icouldn'tpronouncethename

properly.shejustlaughedatmeflatly.Ifinished

unpacking,searchedforthelistofbooksIneededto

buyandmyHPstudentsshoppingcard.Idecidedto

goshopforthebooks,Ineededtogetstartedon

studyingearly.

................................................................

ItwasafridayandIwaslikehuh,finally.University

playedwithnochild,"you'recomingallright"Lethu

asked,yeahIfinallylearnedtopronouncehername

properly,shewasasecondyearstudent,doingthe

samecourseasIwas."Where?"Iaskedindulgingin

myjunkfood."Don'ttellmeyouforgetthefresher's



welcomeparty."Shesaidtappinghisfootdown,

yeahsheusuallydidthatwhenshewasupsetabout

something.Bythewasshewasa22yearoldlesbian.

"Ohhthat,IthoughtaboutthatandIdon'tthinkI'm

goingtobecoming.I'mtired,I'vebeenhavingback

tobackclasses."Isaidignoringhertappingfoot,

shewaswearingblackmalejeans,whitesneakers

andthet-shirt.Alongwithacap."Youarenotgoing

todothiswithme,Lethudoesn'tgetturneddown.

I'vealreadytoldmyfriendsabout,justgetyourass

ready"shesaidalreadypushingmetowardsthe

bathroom."ButLethu,whydon'tyouaskoneofyour

girlfriends"Isaidtryingtoprotestingbutshewas

persistent,shewaslikeapainonmyass.Iendedup

gettingdressedinmyblacksimplejeans,highhills

boots.Avestandmybrownthighlengthovercoat.

Tiedmyhairintoaneatstraightupponnytail.Igot

outoftheroom."Ohhbaby....Youlookhoton

anotherlevel.Let'sgo,I'msoeagertoshowyouoff"

shesaidspankingmyass,"hey,don'tdo.I'mnot

yourstoshowmeoffneitheramIyourgirlfriend"I

saidseriously."Onlytimewilltell"shesaidaswe

gotoutoftheapartment.



...............................................................

Tobecontinued...
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Salvatore'spov

"Sheisattheparty"Simiansaidonthemobile."

Alone?"Iaskedrunningmyhandsonherbigframed

picture."Withthesamegirlshestayswith."Hesaid.

"Ok,followhereverymove,makesuresheissafe.

Andyeahcallmeifyounoticesomethingthat

wouldn'tpleaseme"Isaidthenhungup.Ithasbeen

almostthreemonthssinceCoraleft,twomonths

sinceIlastsawherexceptforseeinghereinthe

picturesthatSimianandDumisanikeeponsending

me.I'venotgottenusedtothecoldshirtsandlonely.

nights.ThefirstmonthIthoughtI'ddie,ifnotfor

KevinImaybeIwouldhavelostmymind.Iusedto

drinktillmorningandIwouldsometimesdriveto

whereCoralivedjusttoapologizebutshewould

chasemeaway.SayingthingslikeI'mdrunkorwhat

not.I'vebeenlivingwithhermemorysincethen,I've



beenaworkerholiclately.Whatpainedmethemost

wasthatshelookedhappierwithoutme,oneofthe

reasonsIwasnotsokeenonapproachingheror

maybeIwasjustafraidthatImighthurther.I've

cametotheconclusionthatIbreakeverythingI

touched.JustlikethedayKyliedied,Ibeggedtotake

herout,itwasherbirthdayafterall.Ourparentshad

warnedusnottogoout.Therewasawarbetween

thewestandtheEastgangmembers.AnywaysI

lookedatherphotosfromthebeginningonemore

time,Ihadphotoalbumsofherpictures.Iswear

didn'tknowobsessionuntilImether.Myphonerang,

itwasNina."Whatdoyouwant,thislateinthe

night"Iaskedannoyed.Ihadcutalltheacting

bullshitwithNinathedayourmissionwascomplete.

Shestayedinaflatsomewhereinthecitysinceher

parentswantednothingtodowithher."Isthatthe

waytotalktoyourbabymama''sheaskedsobitchy.

"UntiltheDNAtestsaredoneanditisproventhat

thebabyisminepleasedon'tgiveyourselfthebaby

mamatitle.Whatdoyouwant"iaskedonemore

time."I'mcravingforicecream,canyoubuymeone

onyourwayhere"shesaid.''onmywaythere?,I



wonderwhatyouseewhenyoulookatthemirror.

Pleaseifyouhavenothingelsetosay,don'tcallthis

number."Isaidhangingup.

................................................................

Cora'spov

"Comeon,justoneglass"shesaid,herwholelotof

friendswerenowlookingatme.LikeIwassome

cheesygood,daddy'slittlegirl."Ok,just.One"Isaid

takingthelittleglassofshotwhichburnedmychest

bytheway.Therewerehundredsofstudentsthere,

itwaslikeanopenground,peoplecamewiththeir

braaingstandsandmeatalongwithbooze.There

wasaDj,musicwasblasting.Mostofthestudents

werewearingt-shirtofthestudent'spresidentofthe

university.Ididn'tknowmostofthesongsthatwere

playing,allIknewwasthatthemusicwasloud.

Somepeoplewerekissing,Ifeltoutofplace.Lethu

hasintroducedmetoherinterracialfriends.They

weremixedgenders,Icouldnotremembermostof

thembuttherewasSamantha—theslayQueenand



hercuteboyfriendwhoworeglasses.Therewas

AyahandLuvuyothelesbutchcouple.Amandaand

Andilethesingles.TherestIcouldn'tremember.I

can'trememberwhenIhadanotherglassofshotbut

thenextthingIknewIwasdrunkandsittingon

Lethu'slapwhodidn'tseemtomind.Shewassitting

onacampchairwithabottleofbrutal8asthey

calledit."Youguyslookgoodtogether,butyoooh

Samyoumustloosenuponthemake-up.From

whereI'mstandingyoulooklikeamonkey"Isaid

thenheldmymouth,butIlaterongiggled.Iwas

reallydrunk.theyalllaughed"Thula,holdyourbitch

please"Samsaidangry."ComeonSam,monkies

arecute...yeah,I'llcallyoumonkeyfacefromnow

on.Monkeyface"Isaidteasingher,thenlaughed

again."Shutupbitch"shescreamedchargingfor

me.ButLethustoodupjustintime,heldher,

makingmefallonmybuttintheprocess."Comeon

man,don'tyouseethatshe'swasted"hesaid

calmingherdown.Shewentbackandsatonher

boyfriendlap.Iwasbuycheckingmyovercoat

whichnowhaddust,dirtandgrass."Ahhah!,My

jacket,lookwhatyou'vedonetomyjacket."Isaid



whippingwhileIwasstillsittingdownonthegrass."

It'sok,it'sjustajacket"Lethusaidpickingmeup."

Myjacket,noIt'snotok.MyKongboughtmethis

jacket...it'sa,it'saLouisVuittonjacket.Myjacket,

ahhh,mhh."Isaidcrying,soupset."Ifshehasa

LouisVuittonjacketthenIhaveaVersacehandbag

andchannelperfumeandsaintLaurentwatch"Sam

saidburstingwithlaughter,theyalllaughedatme."

I'llshowyou"Isaidstandingup,tryingtotakeitoff

butIwasstumblingaround."It'sok,youdon'thave

toproveanythingtoanyoneCora"Lethusaidtrying

topullmebacktoherlap."No,leaveme.I'llshow

you"Isaidthenfinallymanagedtotakeitoff.Ithrew

itatsam,whoreadthelabelandgagged."Letme

see"Ayahsaidanditwaspassedaround."Sowhat

doyousaynow.Mo-monkeyface"Isaidstuttering."

ItcouldbeallfakeforallIknow"shesaid

egotistically."Whatevermonkeyface,that'sreally"I

saidgiggling.Iwassuddenlyattackedbyahiccup.

Lethumademedrinkbrutal8eventhoughIwas

askingforwater.Idrankupandthehiccupwas

drivenaway.



................................................................

Everybodywasdancing,somewerekissing.Right

Infrontofme.IfoundmyselfgrabbingLethuand

kissingher.shewasagoodkisser,Imustgiveitto

her.Ihadthoughtthatkissingagirlwasway

differentthankissingaboy,buttomy

disappointment.Lipsarejustlips.Momentslaterwe

weredancing,herhandsonmywaistandmyhands

aroundherneck.Andthensomebodygrabbedmeby

myarm."Whatareyoudoing"Isaidstumbling."

Takingyouhome"avoicesaid.Ohhshitthatvoice,

Thevoice,mywholebodyjustfroze.Butterflieson

mytummy,adrenalinerush.Heartthundering."

Comeonman,can'tyouseethatwe'redancing"

Lethusaidpushinghim.InmyheadIwaslike;"

wrongmovemygirlfriend"."You!Wha-

whatudoinghere"Isaidinadrunkenstate.Hestill

hadhishandonmyarm.Hehadhisotherhandon

Lethu'sthroat."I'llwillspareyoubecauseyouarea

woman"hesaid.InmyheadIwaslike;"comeonmy

man,youcallthatsparing.Shecan'tevenbreath".

Lethu'sfeetwerenottouchingtheground."Come



onman"oneoftheguyssaidapproachingSalvatore.

ThennextIknewagunwasretrievedandpointedat

theguy.Lethuwasdroppeddown,shewasbusy

nursingherthroat."Yousayingsomething?"He

asked,soscary.InmyheadIwaslike."You

should'veaskedSmangafortipsbeforegetting

involved"."Sorrymyman"hesaidtakingsteps

backwardsandhandsup."Let'sgo"hesaid

draggingmebutIwasstumbling.Hecarriedmeon

hisshoulder."Joaquinwait"isaidhittinghisback."

MyLouisVuittonjacket"Iscreamed."Whereisit"he

askedturningaroundtofacetheguys.Sambrought

ittomewithoutsayingword."monkeyfacetryingto

stealmyjacket"Isaidgiggling.

................................................................

Hegotmeintothepassengersideofhissilverlatest

AustinMartin.Hebuckledmeupandgotintoo

buckledup."You'rekissinggirlsnow,huh"heasked

drivingoffinfullspeed."She'ssuchagoodkisser"I

saidgiggling."Joaquin,IhavesomethingthatIwant

toconfess."Isaidalmostintears."Whatisit"he

askedjawsclenched,fistsfixedsoroughlyonthe



steeringwheel."Promisemethatyouwon'tgetmad

atme"Isaidsochildish."SpititoutCora"he

snapped."Igotthejacketdirty,Iamsorry"I

apologized."You'reclearlyhigh,youdeserveacold

shower.Yousmelllikebrewery"hesaidangry."The

leastyourgirlfriendcouldhavedoneisbuy

expensiveliquorifshewasplanningongettingyou

drunk"hesaid."Yeah,theboozewassobitter.It

mademehornytoo"Isaid.Hejustgiggled

.................................................................unedited,I'm

feelingsleepy

[6/3,14:41]Lynne:Page28

Narrated

Coraopeneduphereyesslightly,herheadpounding.

Shefinallymanagedtoopenthemfully.Sherealized

thatshewasinSalvatore'sroom.Withpanicshe

jumpedoutofbed.Herheadhurtevenmore,she

suddenlyfeltlikepuking,rushedtothebathroom

andpukedintothetoiletseat.Itwaslikeher

intestineswantedtocomeouttoo.Shesuddenlyfelt



sick.ShewaskneelingInfrontofthetoiletseat,she

pukedonceagain.Wentovertothebasinand

washedhermouthandface.sherealizedthatshe

wasinhishuget-shirt.Shecameoutofthe

bathroom,leaningonthewalls."Yeah,that'swhat

happenswhenyoudecidedtohavejustoneglassof

shotandthenanotherandthenthewholebottle."

Salvatoresaidsarcastically.Hewassteeringsome

greenliquidinaglass.Corawasleaningonthewall

ofthebathroom."Ididn'tknowthatyoualsoplayed

fortheotherteam"hesaidchucklingunbelievingly."

You'rekissingwomannowCora,huh?"Heasked."

It'snonofyourbusiness"shemurmuredsoftly,eyes

closed."Whatdidyoujustsay"heaskedcharging

forherinanger.Bylookingathisfacesheknew

betterthantorepeatherwords."Whydoyouhave

tospeaksoloudly,myheadisspinningalready"she

said,handsonherforehead."Havethis"hesaid

forcingsomethingintoherhands."Imnothaving

this,itstinks"shesaidaftersniffingit."Mylove,you

willhaveitorwouldyoupreferitifitforceditdown

yourthroat"hesaidwithafakesmile."No,I'llhaveit

myself"shesaidfastly.Sheshuthernostrilswithher



thumbsanddrankup.Itwassobitterthataftershe

wasdoneshewipedouthertonguewiththebackof

herhand."That'smygirl"hesaidwithalittlesmirk

andwenttothebathroom.Hehadjustcamefrom

jogging.Corathrewherselfinbedandfellasleep.

Shewaswokenuplaterwithabucketofcoldwater.

"Shit,whatthefuck.Whatareyoudoing"shecursed

jumpingoutofbed,"universityiswaitingforyou"he

saidstandingfarfromher."Argh,Ihateyou

Salvatore"shesaidmarchingintothebathroom."At

leastyoufeelsomethingforme"hecalledoutafter

her.Shecamebackagain."Wherearemyclothes,

andwhogaveyoutherighttochangemyclothes"

sheaskedfuming."DoIlooklikealaundrymanto

you"heasked."HowamIsupposedtogettovarsity

then.AmIsupposedtogotherenaked"sheasked."

Ihavenoidea"hesaidhandsraisedup.Corawas

defeatedandjusttiredofthesillyargumentthat

leadtonowhere.Shewalkedovertothewetbedand

setdown."What'syourproblemSalvatore?"She

askedtakingadeepbreath,lookinghimstraightin

theeyes."Ohh,Ihaveplentyofthoselately,it'snot

justonebutmany.ButI'llstartwiththelatest.Ihave



aproblemwithyoukissingotherwomen,whydid

youdoit.wasitsomekindofrevenge.ihavea

problemwithyougettingdrunkinanunsafeplace.

Doyouknowhowmanygirlsgetsexuallyabusedin

thosekindofparties."Hesnapped."Canyouplease

drivemetomyapartment"shesaidcalmlyand

lookingdownonthefloor."Aren'tyougoingtosay

something"heaskedunbelievingly."Whatdoyou

wantmetosay,Ikissedher.Iwasdrunk.DoIhave

tokneeldownandapologies.Idon'towenobodyan

apology.WhyamIevenexplainingmyselftoyou,we

arenolongertogether"sheshouted."Ohhwow,

that'smorelikeyou.ThelasttimeIcheckedwe

neverbrokeup.Youdecidedyouneededabreak

frommytoxiclife.Youknowyouwererightabout

onething.Youalwaystendtorunawayfromthe

thingsthathurtyou.Butforhowlongwillyoukeep

onrunning."Hesnapped."Youhavenoright

Salvatore,youhavenorighttojudgeme.Where

wereyouforthepasttwomonths,wherewereyou

whenIneededyou.Youabandonedmeandnowthat

I'mstartingtoseethebrightsideoftheMoonyou

decidedtoshowup.DoyouknowhowmuchI've



missedyou.AllIhadofyouwasjustamemoryand

uselessdreams.Whydidn'tyoucomeandfindme

likeyoualwaysdid"sheshoutedcrying.Salvatore

wasjuststandingtheredumbfounded,heseemedto

bebattlingwithhisowndemons.Tearswere

forminginhiseyesbuthewouldn'tletthemfall,he

stayedstronglikeamanshould.Corakeptoncrying,

hewalkedupandsatonthewetbed,besideher."I

couldn'tfinditinmetocomeandgetyou,you

lookedhappierwithoutme.Youweredoingjustfine.

Icouldn'tbethereasonforyourtearsanymore,look

atyou.You'recryingevennow.It'sallmyfaultI

shouldn'thavecometherebutmyjealoustookthe

bestofme."Hesaidrunninghandsthroughhishair,

"whatdoyoumeanIlookhappier,haveyoubeen

spyingonme"sheaskedwipingawayhertears."

Somethinglikethat,rememberiassignedtwoofmy

bodyguardstoprotectyou,Ikindofaskedthemto

clickafewpicturesofyou"hesaidsighing."They're

rightthere"hesaidpointingtheheadboardstand

shelves.Coraopenedupandfoundtwophoto

albums.Sheretrievedthemandwentthroughthem.



................................................................

"Thisislikemywholelifeforthepasttwomonths,

somanypictures.Butcouldn'tyouhavecome

aroundjusttosayhiandpassby.Youcallthese

smilesandlaughterhappiness?,Howwouldyou

knowthatIwashappywithoutlookingintomyeyes.

ThereweremanytimesthatIthoughtofblowingup

yourphoneorshowingupuninvitedbutIwasafraid

thatmaybeyou'dmovedone.IwasafraidI'dgetmy

heartbrokenonceagain."shesaidtearsformingin

hereyesonceagain."Ijustwanttoknowone

thing...whatwouldhavehappenedinafewyearsto

come,wouldyouhavemovedon.Gotmarriedand

havechildren.Leavingmebehind,wouldyouhave

keptonseeingmeinpicturesandthinkingthatIam

happyandfinallyletgo"sheaskedtearsstreaming

downherfacewithjustathoughtofit.Shecouldn't

seeherselfwithoutherJoaquin,thethoughtofhim

gettingmarriedandhavingkidswithanotherwoman

madeherheartsting.It'sfunnyhowwhenshe

thoughtofanotherwoman,Nina'sfaceflashedin

herhead."YeswhatelsewouldIhavedone.Or



maybeI'dhaveendedupjustlikemyfather,you—.

Sheslappedhimbeforehecouldfinishwhathewas

saying.ShewasrightInfrontofhim,tearsblurring

hervision.Anywomanwouldhavethoughttwice

beforehittingamanwhohatedbeingswornat.And

anywomanwouldhaveprobablygotaslapback.

Surprisinglyheembracedhertightly.Sheheldhim

tightly,shewasstandingInfrontofhimwhilehewas

sittingonthebed."Don'tsaythat,don'teverthinkof

leavingme"shesaid,wipinghertearswithherfree

handbuttheykeptonstreamingdownherface."I'm

sorry"hesaidholdinghistearsback,hiseyesred."

Butlet'spromiseeachotheronething"hesaid

lookingherstraightintheeyes.Shenoddedfastly,

holdingbothsidesofhishead,shewaswearinga

smileandtearsatthesametime."Promisemethat

we'dneverleaveeachother'sside,nomatterwhat"

hesaid,shenoddedreciprocating."Promised"she

saidwipingawayhertearswithasmile.Shetookin

afewdeepbreathsandremovedSalvatore'sarms

fromaroundher."Ok,Ihatethisemotionalshit."She

saidthenwalkedaway."Youarestillinsane"hesaid

chucklingandshakinghisheadunbelievingly."I



hopeyouarestillthesamebecauseCoradoesn'troll

withnoboringnigga,never"shesaidthenwinked,

beforegettingintothebathroom.Hecouldn'thelp

butlaugh.

................................................................

"Ok,I'llseeyoutonight"hesaidparkingintheHP

student'sbuilding."BythewayifImayask,who's

toothbrushdidyouuseandwhataboutthetowel"he

asked."Myboyfriend'sofcourse,hat'sofftothe

onewhocameupwiththe'sharingiscaring'lines."

Shesaidopeninggettingoutofthecarandclosing

thedoor."Cora,youaresodead"hethreatenedhim.

"Killmeifyoucan"shesaidrunningaway.Hejust

shookhisheadanddroveoff.

................................................................

Cora'spov

IrangthedoorbellandLethuopenedupinstantly."

ThankGodyouareOK,doyouknowhowworriedI

was"shesaidattackingmewithahug."You're

holdingontootight"Isaidtryingtogetoutofher

arms.Shewassquashingme,"who'sclothesare



these"sheasked,lookingatthetracksuitsIwas

wearing,Salvatoreborrowedmehistracksuit,itwas

theonlythingthatfittedapparentlybecauseithada

waistlace."OhhnowIsee,hereI'vebeenworried

sick.Kantiwenayou'rebusysleepingaround.You

sleepwithhimdidn'tyou.DamnyouCora,answer

mewhenI'mfuckingtalkingtoyou"shesnapped,so

scary."What'supwithyou,Salvatorejustborrowed

metheseclothes,andforyourinformationheandI

didn'tbang.Whyareyousoangrybytheway"I

askedconfused."Youknowthenigga"sheasked."

Yes,heismyboyfriend.Whyareyoubehavinglikea

jealousboyfriendallofasudden"Iaskedlookingher

straightintheeyes."Yourboyfriend?,Ithoughtyou

andIhadsomethinggoingon.Didn'tthatkissmean

anythingtoyou"sheaskedholdingoneofmy

cheeks."IwasdrunkLethu,let'sjustputthisbehind

usandmoveon.Letthisnotruinourfriendship.I

loveyoulikeafriendnothingmorebesidesthatIam

notlesbian"Isaidholdingbothherhands.Butshe

juststormedoutoftheapartmentsoangry.Leaving

megaggingunbelievingly.AnywaysIchangedformy

upcomingclasses.Ifoundmypurseandphonein



herroom.IhadalotsofmissedcallsfromAmanda.

Icalledherupandshewantedustomeetinsome

nearbycaféafterclasseswhichwouldbearound

4:00pm.Iattendedclassesbutmymindwasnot

fullythere,IwasworriedaboutLethu.Seriouslyit

wasnotmyintentiontoleadheron,ifIevendid.My

lastclasswasoutsoIwalkedtothecaféwithmy

bagofbooksandpurse.

................................................................

"Mybitch"shesaidstandingupandhuggingme.

Drawinginalotofpeople'sattentionintheprocess.

"Mylittlesister"Isaidsmiling."Mxm,youjusthad

toruinmymooddidn'tyou"shesaidsittingdown."

What?,You'reyoungerthanme.Sowhatdoesthat

makesyou?"Iaskedsmilingandsittingdown."If

youdecidetocallmesisteragainpleasecallme

twinsisteratleast."Shesaidrollinghereyes."Itry

toremember,sowhatup?"Iaskedcurious."Can't

sistersmeetwithoutanyreason,you'resuchabore

yazinamuhla"shesaidmakingmelaugh."Isee,your

Zuluboyfriendisdoingagreatjob"Isaidpunching

herslightlyontheshoulder."Whereishebythe



way"Iaskedonaseriousnote."Let'snottalkabout

thatmanwhore"shesaidseriously."What

happened?"Iasked."That'sastoryforanotherday.

Anywaystheparentssentyouthis"shesaidgiving

meanenvelope.IopeneditupandIcouldn'tbelieve

whatIwasseeing."Itoldthemyou'drefusetotake

itjustlikethelasttimeyoudid.Butpleasethistime

ifyoudecidetorefusejustgiveittome.I'llletthem

knowthatyouaccepteditwiththebiggestofsmiles"

shesaidsocunning."TellthemIsaidthanks.I'll

repaythemwithaninterest."Isaidwithasmile."

Eauw!"Shesaidunbelievingly."Ohhandthenwhat's

withMrmusclepointinggunsatpeople."Sheasked

soexcited."Don'ttellmeyouheardthattoo."Isaid

rollingmyeyes.Thestoryofamysteriousman

pointingagunatsomestudentsandcarryingagirl

onhisshoulderwasbreezingaroundtheuniversity

likewind."ImightnothavebeentherebutIhave

eyesandearseverywhere,andyoudidn'ttellmeyou

weregoingtotheparty.You'resuchahypocrite."

Shesaidscornfully,armsaroundherchest."Iwasn't

butLethudraggedmethere"Isaidindefenseof

myself."Salvatoreshouldhavestrangledhimto



death."Shesaidwithhatred."It'sasheAmanda"I

correctedher."HowcouldInotbeconfusedabout

hergenderwhensheisconfusedherself"shesaid

rollinghereyes."Argh,it'snopointtalkingtoyou.

You'resuchahomophobic"Isaidsighing."No,I'm

not.Doyouexpectmetolikesomeonewho

snatchedawaymybestfriendfromme.Never.Ihate

thatgirl,worseshehadtokissyou.Ihatethatpiss

oflittleshit'sgut.Butwaitandwatch,Salvatorewill

sledgehammerherforme."Shesaidsolemnly.

Soundinglikesomevillaininamovie."You're

twisted"Isaidchuckling.Weordereddrinkswhilewe

werechatting."Tellme"shenagged."No...—.my

phonerang."Hello"Isaidansweringit."I'minthe

parkinglot"Salvatoresaid."Hollyshit,I'm...I'm

coming"Isaidstuttering."Don'ttellmeyou'renot

readyyet"hesaid.Icouldhearhimsighingheavily

ontheothersideoftheline."Sorry,Igotcaughtup

withAmanda.IlosttrackoftimebutI'llbethereina

fewMinutes."Isaidthenhungup."Shit,Igottago"I

saidstandingup."Troubleinyourlittlehell"shesaid

laughingoutloud.Crazyfool.



...............................................................

Isawhiscarintheparkinglotbutpassedby.Ihada

shorttimeshower.Wipedmybodydidmyhairanda

littlebitofmakeup.Woreoneofthedresseshe

boughtme.Itwasblack,shouldersoff,kneelength,

flarefrommidthightotheknee.Iworemyblack

blockhighheelsandputsomeofmystuffinmy

blacksimpleleatherGuccibag.IncaseIdidn'tmake

itbacktotheapartment.Agirlgottahaveabackup

plan,youknow.Igottaoutofmyroomandfound

Lethuwatchingamovieandhavingpopcornonthe

couch."You'regoingtohim,ain'tyou.Heisanevil

men,youknowthatright?"Shesaid."I'llseeyou

later,I'malreadylate."Isaidfixingmywristwatch

andleaving.Salvatoregotoutandopenedupthe

doorformeashesawmeapproachingthecar."

Youlookexquisite.Icouldsnackonyourightnow"

hesaidflatteringlyashegotinsidethecar.Ibrushed

plusithadbeenalongtimesinceIgotacompliment.

Frommylovertobespecific."Wherearewegoing

totonight"Iaskedexcitedasthecarleftthe

premisesofthebuilding."Tomyhouseofcourse"



hesaid."Whatawasteofmyoutfit.IfonlyIknew"I

saiddrained.Hejustgiggled,"youthoughtwewere

goingtosomefancyplace,didn'tyou"hesaid

laughing."It'snotfunny"Isaidsulking."I'msorryto

disappointyousweetheart"hesaid."Whateverman"

Isaidthenkeptquiet.HechosetoinsertaCDand

playedmusic.ItwasEminemontheCD,ImustsayI

wasnotlisteninguntilthesongwherehewas

featuringRihannaplayed.IloveRihannatobits.She

canbecockylikeme,sessy,skankywhenneededbe.

ButshehadthisladythingthatsaidIalsowanttobe

loved. (Rihanna)Justgonnastandthereand

watchmeburn.

That'salrightcauseIlikethewayithurts.

Justgonnastandthereandhearmecry

That'salrightbecauseIloveyoulie.

Ilovethewayyoulie.

(Eminem)

Ican'ttellyouwhatitreallyisbutIcantellyouwhat

itfeelslike



Andrightnowit'sasteelnight

Inmywindpipe

Ican'tbreathbutIcanstillfight

Aslongastheroadfeelsright....Youeverloved

somebodysomuchthatyoucanbarelybreathwhen

youarewiththem....

Ilateronrealizedthatwewerenotheadingtothe

house,Ilookedathim.Hejustignoredme.We

weredrivingoutofthecity.Hefinallystoppedthe

carinthemiddleofnowhere."Whatexactlyarewe

doinghere"Iaskedpuzzled.Hegotoutofthecar

andopenedthedoorforme.Igotout,heleadthe

way,Ifollowed.Thelightsofthecarwerestillonand

werewerewalkingfarfromit.Ifinallysawasetup

table.Therewasahugeredsquarecarpetdownand

atableinthemiddle.AnotheronewithChampaign

ontheside.Whiterosespetalonthecarpet.Paraffin

lampsonthefourcornersofthecarpet.Therewas

coveredupdinnerplatesonthetable.Hepulledout

achairformetositdownandhesatdowntoo."

Wow,allthisforme"Iexclaimedsmilingwithtoo



muchemotions."Ilovedtheview,soIthoughtyou

shouldseethis,maybeyou'dlikeit.Ilookedat

wherehewassignalling.Thereitwas,theperfect

cityview,thelights.Itwassobeautiful."Iloveitand

Iloveyou"Isaidemotional.Hejustgavemeoneof

thosesmilesthatmademeweakonmyknees,one

ofthosesmilesImissed.Heunveiledthedishwe

weregoingtohave."Imadethis,speciallyforyou...

Spaghettipie."Hesaid,Ineverheardofitbeforebut

itlookeddeliciousenoughtoleavemymouth

watering."Itlooksyummy"Isaid,pickingupthefork

andknife.Iateit,Iheardhimgiggling."What?"I

asked."Youstilldothat,youknow-themoaning

andclosingyoureyesthing"hesaidsmiling."Ain't

yougoingtoeat,you'regonnabewatchingmethe

wholetime"iaskedeatingup."Watchingyoueatis

waybetterthaneatingmyself.It'sbeenalongtime,

ilmiocuerobatte"hesaidsettingbutterfliesfreein

mytummy.Ilookedathimforawhileandthen

continuedeating,hewaseatingto."Whatarewe

celebratingexactly"Iaskedcuriously."We'vegota

lotofthingstocelebrateactually...we'recelebrating

beingbacktogether,beenaliveandourfuture.The



manyyearstocome,we'recelebratingthechanceof

startingafamilytogether."Hesaid,makingmyeyes

pop."Family?'"Iaskednotsokeenonhearingthe

answer."ThemanykidsYouaregoingtogiveme,I

wantthemtohaveyourlightbrowneyesandblonde

-brownhair"hesaid."You'rekiddingright,kids?.No

ways.Youwanttoruinmyperfectfigure"I

exclaimed."Don'tyouwanttohavelittleyous

runningaroundthehouse"heaskedsmiling."Kids

arealottohandle,nothanks.ButifpossibleI'dlike

tohavelittleyousrunningaroundthehouse,they

musthaveyoureyesandyourgorgeoussmile."I

said.Helaughedatme."Areyoutryingtomakeme

blush,Ineverknewyoulikedmysmile"hesaid

lookingmestraightintheeyesmakingmeblush

instead.hestoodupandpouredtwoglassesof

champagneaftermakingitpop."Areyoutryingto

getmedrunk"Iaskedashegavemeaglass."Don't

worry,it'snonalcoholic"hesaidsittingdown."I

wantustotalkaboutthefuture"hesaidseriously.

"Don'tgetoffendedbythis,Ijustwantustostarton

acleanandclearslate.AboutNina"hesaidthen

sippedonhisChampaign."Whatabouther?"Iasked



uneasyaboutthewholeNinatopic."Whathappens

ifthechildturnsouttobemine,won'tyouthrowa

feet"Heaskedoneeyebrowraised."Wewillcross

thatbridgewhenwegetthere"Isaidcalmly."I

promiseyoutotryandlovethekidifit'syour,asfor

NinaIcannotpromiseyouanything"Iadded

seriously.Iwasn'tabouttobefriendawomanwho

triedtosnatchawaywhatrightfullybelongtome,

never.Butifcircumstancesdidn'treallyfavourme,

I'dtrytobecivilwithherforthesakeofthechild.

Thenithadtostartraining,werushedtothecar,I

satinthebackseats.Weweregiggling."There's

somethingmissinghesaidthenchangedtheCDs.

Thatsongwasplaying,theonehetaughtmehowto

dancewith.Hedecreasethevolume,itwasplaying

onalowprofile. ThecloserIgettoyou.

Themoreyoumakemesee

Bygivingmeallyou'vegot.(tellmemore)

Yourlovehascapturedme.

.

.



Overandoveragain,Itriedtotellmyselfthatwe

couldneverbemorethanfriends

WhenallthewhileinsideIknewitwasreally.

Thewayyoumakemefeel....

.

.

Lyingherenexttoyou.

Timejustseemstofly

Needyoumoreandmore

Let'sgiveloveatry

Sweeterandsweeterlovegrows

Andheavenisthereforthose

Whofullytakessometime.

Withheartsoflovewillfind,truelove

.

.

ThecloserIgettoyou,you,youbaby.



........mybabymybabymybaby,mylovemylove

Comecloserlove,comealittleclosersoTheawe

canseeintotheeyesoflove.

Themusicplayedwhileweweretalking,thesong

wasonrepeat.Hethendecidedtokissme,Ifeltmy

spinalcordgettingshivers,mytummyfeelingso

good.Mywholebodygettingwarm.Imighthave

saidthatLethuwasagoodkisserbuthat'soffto

Salvatore.Hemademywholebodysingtohistune.I

loveditwhenhishandwasonmywaist,movingin

circlesthere.Myonelegwasonthesitwhilethe

otherwasdown.Hewasinbetweenmythighs,my

heartracing,breatheccelaratingtoanotherlevel.

ThenextthingIknewwewerebothnakedandhe

wasthrustinginsideme,slowly.Whoeversaidthat

manwithbigrodsdon'tknowhowtousethemwas

definitelylying.CauseIfoundmyselfcryingand

screaming,scratchingonhisback.Hewaspounding

inmyvalleyoffiresofastthatitCatchfire.Hisgiant

cucumberfilledmeupexpandingmywalls.Hiseyes

wereslightlyopenedandred,Iwasbitingonmylow

lip.Anhourlater.Wecame."Let'staketheparty



home"hesaid.Thatnightwemadesweetlove,four

rounds.Itwashungergames.

[6/3,14:42]Lynne:Page28

Cora'spov

Cora'spov

Iwokeupearlyinthemorningandcalledacab

beforetakingashower.Itakingashowerwhenthe

showerdoorsuddenlyopened."Wereyouplanning

onleavingwithoutsayinggoodbye"hesaidstanding

behindme."Yes,nowellsomethinglikethat"I

stuttered"you'resuchabadgirl"hesaidspanking

myass."Goodgirlsain'tnofun"Isaidturning

aroundtofacehim.Wetookashowertogetherand

dressedup."ButI'vealreadycalledacab"Isaid

protesting."Youshouldhavetalkedtomefirst,I'll

paythecabdriver"hesaidtakinghiscarkeysonthe

doorhangers."I'mnotgoinganywherewithyou.

Don'tyouhaveanyotherthingstodo"Iaskedarms

foldedaroundmychest."I'lljusthavetodragyou



downtothecarthen"hesaidCarryingmeonhis

shoulders."Joaquin,putmedown,putmedown"I

screamedlaughing.Heputmedownafterthelast

staircase."Weshoulddothatagain"Isaidgiggling.

"Alonzothinksthatyouarecrazy"hesaidopening

thedoorforme."Corathinksthat,that'swhyhe

lovesher"Isaidbucklingup.Wewereinhis.BMW

x6.

Thecabdriverwasonthegate,hepayedhimand

droveoff.Wehadbreakfasttogetheratsome

downtownhotel,apparentlytheymadethebest

pancakesandcoffee.HethendrovemetotheHP

student'sbuilding.Ipackedmybagsandattended

myfirstclass.lLethuwasnottherewhenIgottothe

apartment,anywaysmyclassesendedaround3pm.

Itwasafridaytimetogohomeandjustchillwith

Amanda.MrandMrstimbertookmeastheirownso

Igotusedtoit.Amandawastofetchmewithher

carandwe'dgohometogether.Ipackedupclothes

fortheweekendandtookashower,Iwashavinga

sandwichwhenLethuwalkedin."Hi"Isaidbefore

shecouldgotoherroom."Hi"shesaidandthrew



herbackpackonthecouch."Canwetalk"Isaid

standingupfromthekitchen'shighchair."Yeah,

sure"shesaidsittingdown,Isatdowntoo."About

whathappenedthatnight,I'msorry.Iwasdrunkand

IguessImusthavebeenfeelinglonelyinside.I'm

sorryifIsomehowleadyouon.Itwasnotmy

intention.Ihatethisvibebetweenus.It'slikeyouare

avoidingmethesedaysandImissyou,Imissmy

friend.Wouldyoupleaseforgiveme"Isaidgenuinely.

"YouarerightI'vebeenavoidingyourassjustalittle

bit"shesaidsmiling."ImustsaythatIamvery

disappointedandthatyoudonotseemeasmore

thanjustafriendbutI'llbefine.You'resuchagreat

girl,itwasreallyimpossibleformenottofallforyou,

you'resmart,funny,pretty,cute,lovely,ambitious

andcrazysometimes.WhatI'mtryingtodayiswe

canstillremainfriendsifyouwant."Shesaid

emotional."Thanksforunderstanding''Isaid

huggingher."Tellyourmanthathebetternotmake

youcrycauseI'llkillhimmyself"shesaidseriously."

I'mgladyouarelookingoutformebutweboth

knowthat,that'sliterallyimpossible"Isaidgiggling.

"Fuckyou,justbecausehestrangledmeonce



doesn'tmeanthatIcan'tkillhim"shesaidsmiling,"

trytotellthattoyourselfbecauseIknowthatyou

don'tbelieveitmorethanl"Isaidgettingbacktomy

sandwich."Justbecausewe'refriendsdoesn't

meanthatIcan'tkickyourass"shesaidfollowing

me.ShewaschasingmearoundandIwasgiggling

untilweheardaknockonthedoor."Expecting

anyone"sheasked."Thatshouldbemytwinsister,

we'regoinghome"Isaidgigglingandopeningthe

door."Amanda...Comeonin."Isaidsmiling."

You'rearelate"Isaidhuggingher."I'msorrybutcan

wegetgoing"shesaideyeingLethuupanddown.

Therewasnoneedformetointroducethemtoeach

otherbecausetheyalreadykneweachother.It'sjust

thattheyhadthisvibeIcouldn'tfathom."Amanda"

Lethusaidinhermanlikevoice."Lethu"Amanda

saidback.Letmegoandgetmybag,Isaidafter

lookingbetweenthetwoofthem.Amandalooked

tiredbytheway,hereyeswerekindofredInoticed.I

gotmybagsfromthebedroomandcameback,

Lethuhadherhandsinhisjeanspocketandshewas

starringatAmandawhowasbusywithherphone."

Let'sgo...SeeyouonMondaymorningLethu"Isaid



andthenweleft."Whatwasthat?"Iaskedwhenwe

wereintheelevatortotheundergroundparkinglot."

What?"Sheaskedshrugginghershoulder."The

intenselookbetweenthetwoofyou,andthenwhen

IcamebackIfromtheroomIfoundherstaringat

you"Iaskedeyebrowsraised."Thatsoundsweird,

youshouldaskhermaybe"shesaid."Ohhok"Isaid.

Wegotintothecarandthedriverdroveushome.

...........................................................,....

Wegothomearound19:00,webothtookashower

andworeourPJs."Aren'twegoingtoFaceTime

withtheparents"Iaskedasweweresittingonthe

couchwatchingtelevision,atlikewaswatching

televisionbecauseshewasbusywithherphone."

I'mgoingtohavetotakearaincheck"shesaid."Ok

I'msofedupwithyourattitude.What'swrongwith

you?"Isnapped."It'snothing"shesaidinatiny

voice."Youcannotfoolme,spititout.What's

wrong"Iaskedconcerned."Jackbrokeupwithme"

shesaidthenbrokedownandcried.Iembracedher,

notknowingwhattosay."Whatdoyou...what



happened.Ithoughtyouguyswerehappy"Iasked

almostintearsmyself.Iwasn'tgoodincomforting

people."Wewerehappy,atleastIthoughtso.Three

daysbeforewemetatthecaféIwascalledupby

somegirlsayingthatImustleavehermanalone.I

askedhimaboutthegirl,askedhimifhewas

cheatingonmeandhedenieditCoh.Hedenieditto

thepointwhereIfeltlikeIwasthecrazyone.LikeI

wasinsecureorssomething.Butthenyesterdaythe

samegirlcalledme,Iignoredhercalls.Andtheshe

sentmethepicturesofbothofthemnakedinbed.I

confrontedhimandhe,hebrokeupwithme.Said

thatIwasnotgoodinbed,saidhelovesher.I

beggedhimnottoleaveme,nottogiveuponus.I

evenpromisedtolearnmoreaboutshagging.He

wasmyfirst,hetookmyvirginityandnowhedoes

thistome.IlovehimCora,Ilove...—"stopit,stop

doingthattoyourself.There'snouseincryingover

spiltmilk.What'sdoneisdone.TheAmandaIknow

criesfornoman.Whenyoudidn'tcrywhenyour

parentsdecidedtotravelaroundtheworldhelping

peoplewhyshouldyoucryoversomeblacknigga,

whenyoufailedyouryourgrade11youdidn'tcry



whyshouldyoucryoversomemanwhore.Why

shouldyoucry,heisprobablygonnacatchSTDsand

die."Isaidwipingoffhertears.Shesmiledandcried

atthesametime."Youarebeautiful,smartand

funny.You'reakick-assgirl.Forgetabouthim.It's

hisloss.Hewasonehellofaluckyguyfordatinga

girllikeyou"Isaid.Shegiggledsmiling,"you're

cryingtoo"shesaidwipingoffmytears."I'mjust

helpingyouout,we'retwinsafterall"Isaidtakinga

deepbreath."Let'swatchamovieonmylaptop"I

suggested."Maybethatwillliftupmyspirit,I'llorder

pizza"shesaidmakingaphonecall."Letmegoand

getmylaptop"IsaidwalkingawaywhenIgotinto

theroomIfoundmycellphoneblowingup."Hello

MrSalvatore"Isaidflirtingwithhim."I'vebeen

callingyouforalmostanhour,whereareyou"he

asked,asifhedidn'tknow."I'matAmanda's"Isaid

disappointed."IthoughtI'dbeseeingyoutonight"

hesaid."Wedidn'tdiscussthat,besidesthatIam

busy.IhavetostudyandI'mgoingtochurchon

Sundaymorning."Isaidsighingsoftly."Ok,I'llsee

youonSundayeveningthen"hesaidwithout

checkingwithme."Joaquin,I'mkindofbusyforthe



weekend.I'mwithAmanda,sheneedsme.It'skind

ofourroutinetobehomefortheweekend."Isaid

sighingheavily."I'mseeingyouonSundayevening

andit'sfinal.Amandacanalsocomealong.No

worries''hesaidthenhungupbeforeIcouldfinish.

...................,............................................

Salvatore'sPOV

"Thepassportsareready,thepositionsareset.The

ministerwon'tseethisonecoming.Let'sdrinkto

moremuller."Isaidandweallraisedourglasses.

"Tomoremuller"..."Cheers"otherssaid.Wewere

lookingatthearchitectureoftheminister'shome.

Andthemap.Wewereplanningtorobhim,

apparentlyhedoesn'tbankhismoneyandwe

happenedtohaveanIntel.Wehappenedtohavea

spyontheinside,TexiangliChun-Theserpent.This

timehewaspossingastheminister'sbodyguard.

Wehadbeenplanningtherobberyforthepastthree

monthsandweweregoingtoexecutethemission

onMondayevening.Whentheministerwouldbe



havingalotsofpeople.Itwouldbehisbirthdayparty

afterall.Allweneededtodowastokidnaptheextra

securityguardsthatweregoingtobesentbythe

Flixxersecuritycompanyandposeasthem."So

wherearewemeetingupthisSunday"mbutho

askedsippingonhisChampagne."Yourplaceof

course"Isaidwinkingathim."Youguysarealways

here,it'sabouttimewechangedthevenue".Iadded.

"Whymyplace?"Heasked."Becauseyou'rethe

secondoldestfromme"Isaid."GodLetusnotget

foodpoisoning,hecan'tcook.Hiswifeisworse"

Michaelsaidandwealllaughed."Shutupyou

motherficker"mbuthocursed."NowIknowwhyyou

guysarealwaysinhere.SonowI'vebecomeyour

chefunknowingly"Isaidthoughtfully."Thisshould

beeasy,I'lljusthireyouforSunday"mbuthosaid

laughing."Itwillcostyouanarmandaleg"Isaid

seriously."Howmuch"Kevinaskedasifhewould

bepaying."HalfamillionIguess"Rajesh-the

machetesaid.Asifhewasgoingtobecooking.We

alllaughedbecausehewasnotaguywhotalkeda

lot."Iwasjustkidding,I'llbegettingmywoman

around1:00.ButIhavealotofchefsinmy



restaurants,whocoulddevourerthisopportunity"I

saidsippingonmychampagne."Ohh,ohh."They

saidinunision."What''Iaskedknowingly."Youjust

hadtorubitonourfaces,didn'tyou.NowIknowthe

reasonforthesuddengainofweight.Sheisback"

Michaelsaidpunchingmyshoulder."Nowonderyou

looksowhipped"mbuthosaid."It'slate,weshould

getgoing."Isaidlookingatthetime.Wewereinthe

warehouseanditwasalittlebitoutofthecity.PlusI

hada22:00meetingwithoneofmyclients

regardingthecocainebusiness."You'resowhipped"

Rajeshsaid."Shutupman"Isaidsmiling.

[6/3,14:42]Lynne:Continuing

Cora'spov

Iwasinmywhitelongtightbluedressandpink

blockhighheelsandIputmyBibleandfewother

girlsthingsinmybabypinkfurbag.Ichecked

myselfonemoretimeonthemirror.Amandawas

sleepingandIwasgoingtochurch.Itwaswithinthe



estate.Theservicestartedat9:00andendedat

12:00,IcamebackandfoundAmandastillinbed,I

openedupthecurtainsandpulledofftheshirtsfrom

herbody."Ithoughtwetalkedaboutthis,wakeup.

Goandtakeabath.Jezz"isnapped."Leaveme

aloneCora."Shesaidpullingtheshirtsbackoverher

headbutIpulledthemdownthefloorthistime."Get

outofbedAmandabeforeIpourcoldwateronyou"

Isaidpullingherbyherleg."LeavemealoneCora.

Youdon'tknowwhatit'slike.Youdon't,mymotheris

notevenherewhenIneedherthemost.Leaveme

thefuckalone.Justgoaway"shecursed."Atleast

youhaveafamily,atleastyouhaveamother.She

comesovereveryholidayandcallsyouupalmost

everyday.FaceTimewithyouonweekends.You

haveeverythingagirlcoulddreamof,someofus

werejustneversofortunateenoughtoevengeta

chanceto—"Isaidsittingdownonthebed."I'mso

sorry"shesaidsoundingguilty."Ididn'tmeanto

hurtyou"sheadded."It'sokay,nowgetyourass

readywe'regoingtoSalvatore'shouse."Isaid

sighingheavily."Hecanbesopushysometimes."I

added.ShegotoutofbedItookashowerwhileI



fixedherbed.Thereweretwobedsintheroomand

itwasnewsdecorated.Ipreparedinstantnoodles

withchoppedviennasandmixedvegetables.She

camedownstairsjustwhenIwasdishingupinto

twobowls."That'smygirlfriend"Isaidsmiling.She

waswearingblacktwoinchhighheelsboots,

leggingsandahugegirlyknittedoneshoulderwhite

sweater."Youlookcute"Isaid."Thanks,youlook

olderinthatdress"shesaid."Inabadorgoodway?"

IaskedputtingthebowlInfrontofher."Youlook

great"shesaidshrugginghershoulders."Thanks,I

guess"Isaidsittingdownonthehighchairtoeat

buttheIrememberedsomething.Itookmylaptop

fromthecouchandputitInfrontofusinthekitchen

counterisland.WeFaceTimewithMrandMrs

timber.JustthenSalvatorecalledme,Ihadtoget

myphoneonthecouch."Hi"Isaidgettingaway

fromthecameraofthelaptop."Whatnonsense,Is

thathowyougreetyourman?"Heaskedserious."

Babywami"Iwhispered."What'swrongwithyou.

AnywaysI'minthegate"hesaid."We'recoming"I

saidandthenhungup,wrongmove.AnywaysI

signalledforAmandatosaygoodbyetotheparents.



"Cora,whowasthatonthephone"Mrstimber

asked."Noonemom,itwasjustoneofmy

classmatesaskingforFriday'snotes"Ilied."Isee,

that'swhyyouwerewhisperinggodknowswhat"

shesaid,makemeshy."Anyways,takecareof

Amanda.Shelooksskinny.Makesuresheeatsok"

shesaidseriously."Howdoyouexpecthertodoso

whenshedoesn'teatherself"Amandasaidgiggling.

"Momwehavetogo,I'lltakecareofMandy''Isaid

thenpressedthehangupbutton."Let'sgo"Isaid.

Wewalkedtothegate.Itwasafewhousesaway.

Wegotinandhedroveoff."It'sbeenalongtime

Amanda"hesaidlookingatherthroughtherearview

mirror."Mybrotherinlaw"Amandasaidsmiling.Ok

hewaskindaupsetwithme."Howwasyour

weekend...—"hesaid,Iwasabouttoanswerwhen

hesaid."Amanda"."Notsogood,butI'llgetthere.

Howwasyours"sheaskedcasually."Itwascool,

untilsomebodydecidedtohanguponmelikeshe

called"hesaideyeingme.Ifeltlikelaughingbutjust

keptquiet.Iwasleaningonthewindow."Whereare

wegoing"Iaskedasweweretalkingadifferent

route."Afriend'shouse"hesaidshortly."Whydidn't



youletmeknowIcouldhavebroughtajacket."I

saidbuthedidn'tanswerme.Anywayswereached

thehouse,checkinthroughsecurity.Iguessedthey

allhadsecuritiesandundercoverbodyguardsjust

likehedid.Iguessedtheyallhadsomeshadeyshits

coveredup,Iguessedtheyallhadenormoushouses

likehedid.Beautifulgardens.Wegotoutofthecar

afterheparkedinsomekindofparkinglotjustby

thegate.Wewalkedtothehouseandentered.There

wasmusicblastingup,wefollowedSalvatore'slead

tothebackyard.Therewasahugepool,umbrellas

andpool/beachcampingbeds.IspottedKevin'swife

sittingonone.Ontheothersideofthepool.The

guyswerebraaingmeatonthesidewewereinwhile

havingsomebeers."Let'sgooverthere"Isaidto

Amanda.Wehadn'tevengreetedtheguys.There

wasMicheal,mymoodwasn'tsogoodrecently."

Siwe"Isaidasweweresittingdownaroundherwith

Amanda."Hi,Zee"shesaid."Thisismyfriend

Amanda,Mandythisissiwe.Andthat'sherhusband"

IpointedoutatKevin."Hi,Imustsayyoulook

gorgeous.Weshouldbefriends"Amandasaid

bubbly.Siwemusthavebeenaround25yearsold.



ButAmandaknewnoage.Unlikemewhowas

shakingthefirstdayImetwiththewholegroup."

Thanksyou,youdon'tlookbadyourself"siwesaid

smiling.Theotherladieswereintheswimmingpool

swimming."Higuys"Iscreamedatthem."HiZee"

theysaidinunision.Therewasrajesh'swife

Divyanka,DivaforshortandthenMbutho'schubby

cutewithPriyanka,Priyaforshort.Theywereboth

beautifulIndianwomen.Amandaseemedtobe

doingjustfine,shewasgettingalongwitheveryone

else.Wewerehavingthefoodoutdoors."Idon't

knowwhyyouguyshadtohireachefandthengo

aheadandbraiiyourownmeat"Priyasaidaswe

wereeating."Whowouldhavecookedifwedidn't"

mbuthosaidlaughing."Iwouldhave,it'smyhome

afterall"shesaid."Whoareyoutryingtoconvince.

Meoryourself?"Mbuthoasked."Mxm,whatever"

Priyasaidlookinghalfupset.Icouldn'thelpbut

laugh."IthoughtIwastheonewhocouldn'tcook"I

saidlaughingoutloud."Ohhoh,Salvatoremyman.

Youdidn'ttellusaboutthis"Michaelsaid."Iguess

onlymybabycancook"Kevinsaid,makingsiwe

blush."Icancooktoo"Divasaid."Yeah,yeah.Spicy



food.Youalmostkilledme"Salvatoresaid

emotionless."Kong,sheisstillmywife"Rajeshsaid

warninglythatwealllaughed.Itwasgreattobe

there.Amandawasquitebutamused.

................................................................

Amanda'sPOV

"Couldyoudirectmetowardsthebathroom"Iasked

siwe.Iwasn'tlyingearlierwhenIsaidshewas

gorgeousandherhusbandwasahandsomenerd.

Priyankawaspretty,thefirstIndiaIsawwithabig

buttherhusbandwaskindaintimidating.Divyanka

wasbeautifulandslender,hehusbandwasscary

andhandsometoo,it'snosecretthatIndianmanare

hot.WellthesingleKevinguykindatalkedalot,he

wasnotsobadhimself.Icouldgivehima60%out

ofhundred.Siwedirectedmetothebathroom

upstairs,IdidmybusinessandwhenIgotout,Iwas

almostgivenaheartattackbytheMichaelguy

standingInfrontofthedoor."Hi"hesaidsmiling

arrogantly."Hi,excuseme"Isaidwalkingawaybut



heheldmyarm."Howareyou?"Hesaidsmiling."

I'mstillalive,ifyoucouldjustgetyourfootofmy

arm."Isaidlookinghimintheeyes."Mynameis

MichaelSullivan,ifit'snottoomuchcouldIgetyour

name.Ididn'tquitecatchit"hesaidignoringwhatI

hadjustsaidflatly."That'sprobablybecauseIwas

notthrowingit"Isaidwithsomuchattitudebuthe

justdidn'tbudge."Youlookgorgeous,youhavea

gorgeoussmiletoo"hesaidflirtingwithme."Leave

myarmbeforeIscream"Isaidtryingtogetlose

fromhisgrip."Whywouldyoudothatwhenwere

havingsuchagreatconversation"hesaidsmiling."

Help!,help!"Iscreamedbeforeheknewit."Shit

you'reonecrazylady"hesaidlettingmego.Ijust

laughedandwalkedaway.ImetupwithSalvatoreon

hiswayup."Areyouok,IthoughtIheardsomeone

scream"hesaid."Therewasacrockinthe

bathroom"Isaid."Woman"hesaidshakinghis

Head.

................................................................

Cora'sPOV.



Wefinishedwashingthedishesaround5:00pmand

theysaidIwasTimforgames."areyouguys

seriousaboutthis"Iasked.Theyweregoingtobe

playingmonopolygamebuttheonlydifferencewas

thattheyweregoingtoreplacethefakemoneywith

reallyone.Ididn'tevenknowhowthegameworked,

itwasmyfirsttimeseeingit."Imgoingtobe

teamingupwithCoraandyouwithyourswivesandI

guessthesinglearegoingtobedoingthesame."

Salvatoresaidasweweresittingaroundthedinning

table.."Nowaysguys,whydon'tyoutwoteamup

witheachother.Andletmeteamupwithmyfriend"

Amandasaidprotesting."Idon'tseehowit'ssucha

badidea"MichaelsaidholdingAmanda'swaist,

Amandajumpedawayquickly."Whatthehell"she

exclaimed"makingthewholeroomlaugh."Iagree

withSalvatore,besideswebothareimmaturesin

thisgame.Asforme,Ihavenomoney"Isaid

seriously."Ok,fine"shesaidsittingdownand

Michaelsetdownnexttoher."Letthegamesbegin"

Mbuthosaid.Sttheendofthedayweallknowwho

won,right? .MrSalvatoreandItookthemoney

homebaby,itwasR25thousandintotal."IknewI'd



lose,youhavethe"loser"thingwrittenalloveryou."

Amandasaidsulkingdramatically."Sorrymylady.

MaybetheGodswillfavourusnexttime."Michael

saidkissinghercheek."Fuckyou"shesaidwiping

hercheek.Iwasbusylaughingmyassout,Ieven

hadtears.Amandaborrowedthecarkeys,wewere

abouttoleaveanyways.Shecouldn'tstand

Micheal'stauntsanymore.Iwasnotfindoftheguy

buthewasfunnythatnight."Goodbyeguys"Isaid

asSalvatoreandIwereleavingthehouse.Wewere

thefirstonestoleave."Areyoustillupsetwithme"I

askedaswewerewalkingtowardsthecar."You

knowthatIcan'tstaymadatyoufortoolong"he

said."Ok,couldyouborrowmeyourjacketthen"I

said."You'resocunning"hesaidtakingitoff."

We'reabouttogetinthecar"headded."Iknow,I

justwanttokeepyourscentaroundme"Isaid

holdinghishand."CanIaskyousomethings"Isaid.

"Goaheadalthoughyou'vealreadydoneso"hesaid,

gettingsmartwithme."Whydon'tyousayyoulove

meanymore,eversincewegotbacktogetheryou've

neverdid"Isaid."Feelingexpressedtoofrequently

tendstobefalse,wouldyouratherIsaythewordsor



expressthefeelings"heasked,makingsense."I

wantboth"Isaid."Mmh,we'llsee"hesaid.Opening

thedoorforme.Droveoff."HeyMandy,isn't

Michaeljusthilarious"Isaidpurposely."Salvatore

pleasetalktoyourperson"shesaidseriouslypissed.

"Thewayheheldyourwaist,soromantic.Don'tyou

think."Iasked."I'llkickyourassCora"she

threatenedme.Salvatorejustchuckledsoftly."Ok,

sorry"Isaid.Thesecurityguardsopenedthegate

andthecardrovein.Amandagotoutandgotinside

thehouseasheparkedinfrontofthehouse."CanI

havemyshareofmoney"Isaidjokingly."Which

moneyareyoutalkingabout,you'renotgettinga

penny''hesaid."Youbeingunfair''Isaid"Iwas

playingtoo"Iadded."Yeah,yeah"hesaidandthen

heldmyhand."There'ssomemissionweare

executingtomorrowevening"hesaidseriouslyallof

asudden."Whyareyoutalkingmethis,younever

did"Iasked."Idon'tknow,Ijustfeellikeit.Anyways

Iloveyou"hesaidsqueezingmyhand."Stoptalking

likeyouaregoingtodie.Justmakeitbackhome

tomorrownightandyou'llfindmeinbedwaitingfor

you"Isaidsmiling."Mhh,thatsoundslikeagood



reasontomakeitbackhome,alive"hesaidwitha

naughtysmirkonhisface."Allthisshitshityou're

doing,you'regoingtoleavebehindonceweget

married,it'snotsafe.WhatwouldIdoifanything

happenedtoyou."Isaidhandonhisface."Nothing

isgoingtohappentome,ifanythinghappenstome

thenmynamewouldnotbeKingKong"hesaidwith

somuchpride.Wesharedapassionatekiss."

Goodnight"Isaidopeningthedoorandgettingout."

Hey,ilmiocuerobatte"hecalledoutasIwas

openingthedoor."Yes"Isaidturningaround."Ilove

you"hesaidsmiling.Ismiledbacktohimandhe

droveoff.

................................................................

2monthslater
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IhadnotseenSalvatorefortwoweeks,hewasina

businesstripinCanada.WeFaceTimedwitheach

othermostofthetime,Imissedhimalot.,Anyways

Ihadjustcamebackfromschoolitwas2:30pmin

theafternoon.Iwassotired.Itookashowerandate,

woremyshortjumpsuitandhadsomegoodsleep.

Iwokearound5pmandorderpizza,wenttothe

sittingroomandfoundLethustudying."Hey"Isaid

sittingdown."Hi,Ithoughtyouweren'taround,I

thoughtyouwereatthelaborsomething"shesaid

lookingatme."Ijusttookanap,Iseesomebody

hasbeenstudyinglately"Isaid."Yeah,Ineedto

focusorelsemybursarywillbecutoff"shesaid."

Letmenotdisturbyouthen"Isaidwalkingbackto

theroomandwearingmyjoggingtracksuit.Ihaven't

beenexercisingmoreoftenlately."HeyIordered

pizza,dopayformewhenthedeliveryguygetshere.

I'llpayyoulater."Isaidonmywayout."Ok,butI

wantmymoneybackASAP"shesaidsolemnly."

Surething"Isaidthenwentout.Igotoutofthe

premisesandjoggedonthesidewalk,thestreet

lightswereon,IwasplayingmusiconmyiPodwhile



jogging.OnmywaybackIfeltahandpokingmeon

myarm.Itookoffoneofmyearphonesafterseeing

aguyjoggingnexttome."Hi,I'vebeencallingafter

you"hesaid."Excuseme,howcanIhelpyou?"I

askedstilljogging."MynameisKellen,I'veseen

youaroundvarsityandjoggingbutInevergota

chancetoactuallyspeakwithyou"hesaid."So."I

asked."IwaswonderingifIcouldtakeyouout,ona

datemaybe?"Hesaid."I'mnotinterested"Isaid

irritated."Ouch,canwebefriendsatleast"hesaid."

Ihaveadozenofthose.Goodbye"Isaidthen

pluggedinmyearphones.HewasbusytalkingbutI

couldn'thearwhathewassaying.ireachedthe

buildingandheturnedonhisfeet.Itookthe

staircasestotheapartment,itwasnotlockedsoI

walkedinwithoutringingthedoorbell.IfoundLethu

stillonherbooks,"where'smypizza"Iasked."It's

rightthereinthemicrowave"shesaid."Cool,Letme

goandhaveashower"Isaidonmywaytothe

bathroom,ItookaquickshowerandworemyPJs

andsleepers."Youwereseriousabouteatingmy

pizza"heaskedsighingheavily."Sinceyouarehalf

ofmypizzathenI'llpayyouhalfoftheprice."Isaid



seriously."Ithoughtwewerefriends."We'refriends,

butthenagaineverythingisfairinloveandwar"I

saidsmiling."Fakefriends!"Shesaidsulking

dramatically.Ijustgiggledandatemypizza.After

eatingupIstudiedfor4hoursandthewenttobed

around00:00am.

...............................................................

Around3:00amthedoorbellrang,Iwokeup

reluctantly,switchedonthelightsinthesittingroom

andopeneduptocheckwhoitwas,Iwasattacked

byakiss."Mmh,Joaquin"Imoanedinbetweenthe

kiss."Let'sgotoyourroom"hesaidCarryingme

intohisarms.Hisarmsundermyass.Hewas

kissingmesohungrilywillwaltzingtomybedroom.I

wasunbuttoninghisshirt,tookoffhiswhitevest.He

threwmeinbed,tookofhisshoesandjeans.Iwas

juststaringathiseverymoveandsmiling.Helooked

moremasculinethenthelasttimeIsawhim.Hegot

ontopofmetookoffmyvestandmybreastswere

bare.wekissedtotenderlyandpassionately,hegot

inbetweenmythighs,tookoffmyshortalongwith

myunderwear.Hecameoverandgavemea



tauntingkisswhilehewasbrushingmybreasts,my

wholetummyandchest,hewaskissingmyneck.I

wassosurethathewasleavinglovebites.He

kissedthegapinbetweenmybreastsandwent

downwiththekisses.Kissingmyinnerthigh,good

thingwasthatIhadrecentlywaxedmyvalleyoffire.

Hekeptonplacingthekissesonitbutnotonthe

spotiwantedhimto,butwhenhefinallydidmyback

archedinecstasy.Iwasbitingmyupperlip,handon

hishead.Hewasnibbling,kissing,suckingonitlike

itwasthelasttimehewasgoingtohitit.Ifeltthe

bloodrushallovermybody,mybrainnotso

functional.Heinsertedonofhismanlyfingersinand

thetwo,fingerfuckedmeuntilIwasdrippingwet

andmoaning.Hecamebackupandmademelick

hisfingers.Damnitwassomecrazyfucking.His

giantcucumberwasalreadyupandreadybutIgave

himablowjob.Untilhisveinspopped.Hewas

pushingitdeepinmymouthuntilIwasgagging.I

thenlayeddownonmybackandhegothisgiant

cucumberinsidemyvalleyoffire.Startedtopound

slowlyandsteadilyincreasingthepace.Hewas

thrustinglikeamadmanandIwasbusyscreaming



hisname."Ohhyesyesyesbaby.Ohfuck"Iwas

screaming.WeflippedoverandIwasontop.Riding

him.Thepositionwasdrivinguscrazybecausehis

giantcucumberwasfullyinsidemeonlyhisballs

wereleftbehind.Icouldn'tholditanymoreIcam

andhefollowedafterme,thesecondroundwasin

theshower.Wecamebackafterashowerand

cuddledup."Whendidyoulandin"Iaskedfeeling

sleepy."Ihavejustlanded,Imissedyou.Imissed

this"hesaidbrushingmyasswhichwasinan

underwear,Iwaswearingavestandapanty.Hewas

lyingonhisbackandIwaslyingonhischest,heone

armaroundme.Thebedwasprettysmallforthe

twoofus."Notagain,Iwanttosleep."Isaid

removinghishandfrommyass."Butbaby,I'm

starving.Justonemoreround"heasked."Maybein

themorning,goodnight"Isaidclosingmyarmand

switchingoffthesidelamp."It'smorningalready"

hesaidbutIignoredhimandwenttosleep.Iwas

wokenupbysomethingpokingbyass,Itriedtofeel

itwithmyhandsandfoundhisgiantcucumberthere.

Iignoreditandtriedtogetsomemoresleep,thesun

wasout.Icouldtellthroughthewindowbutthe



weatherwasperfectforbeinginbed.Thenextthing

Iknewmybreastswerebeingmassaged.Iignored

himbutthesensationrushedtomywaistandmy

softbutinthevalleyoffirewasthrobbinginneed.

Hehadbeenfrombehindafterloweringmypenties.

IffeltsoheavenlythatImoanedandgroaned

uncontrollable.Hecaminsideme."Goodmorning

mylove"hesaidbitingmyearlobeslightly.Making

myheartskip."Morninglovewami"Isaidsmiling."

Howaboutwegoandtakeashowertogether"he

suggestedbuttheweheardtheshowerwater

running.Ijustgiggledabit."Seemslikewehaveto

waitabit"Isaid."Ihaveanidea,howaboutwe

spentthewholedayinbedwithyouinmyarms,we

canordereverythingwewantin"hesuggested."I

haveclassesremember"Isaidturningaroundto

lookathim."Classescanwait..please"hesaid."

ButJoaquin"Isaidtryingtofindmybackboneto

sayno."I'llhavesomeonegetthenotesforyou"he

suggestedremovingthestrandsofhairfrommy

face."Ohkay..."Iagreedreluctantly.Iwasgoingto

bemyfirstdayofmissingclasses.Iwasnotfeeling

goodaboutitbutitwasgoingtobegreatspending



thewholedaywithJoaquinaftersuchalongtime
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"Thatwasmypiece"Iexclaimedslightlypunching

hisleg.hewassittingoncouchandIwassitting

downonthecarpetinbetweenhislegs.''Ithought

youwereonsometypeofdietorsomething"hesaid

mockingme."Hahaha,veryfunny"Isaid

sarcastically."Comeon,youhadlike3pieces

already"hesaidmessingupmyhair."Butyouhad4,

thisisnotfair"Isaid,lyingwithmyheadonhisthigh.

"Let'sgetanotherboxthe"hesaidbrushingmyhair.

"Iwantthatpieceyoujusthad,Idon'twantanother

box"Isaidsulking."Doyouwantmetovomititout"

heasked."Euw,that'sgross,disgusting"Isaid

standingupandwakingawaybuthepulledmeon

topofhisthighs."Wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing"

heaskedserious."Togetdressedup"Isaidrolling

myeyes."Don'tdothat,jeez...Ilikewhatyouare

wearing"hesaidsighing."I'mWearingabsolutely



nothing"Isaidhuffing.MindyouIwaswearingmy

whiteunderwearandvest."Canwenotargue

aboutsthis"hesaidseriously."Mmh"Isaidsighing

softly.Andthenhisphonehadtoring,Istillwanted

mypieceofpizza."Hello"hesaidsoundingall

shadesofirritatedbythecaller."What,where?.Ok,

I'mcoming"hesaidnotsoirritatedanymorebut

ratherworried.Hethenhungupthephone"Ihaveto

go"hesaidgoingtothebedroom,togethisupper

clothesiguessedbecausehewashalfnaked."But,I

bunkedmyclassesforustospendtheday

together...andnow?.Whereareyougoing?"Iasked

followinghimlikealostpuppy."Ninahasbeen

admittedtohospital,shefainted...I'msorrybutI

promisetomakeituptoyou"hesaidgettinghis

shirton."Ninais...I'mcomingwithyou"Isaid

openingmywardrobeandtakingoutmyjeansand

hugemaroonsweeter."Coraplease,whatwouldyou

bedoingthere"hesaidputtinghisshoeson."To

supportyouofcourse,I'mnottakinganoforan

answer"Iinsistedongoing."Ok,fine"hesaid

sighingheavily."IworemywhiteNikeairMax

sneakers.Andawhitescarf.''let'sgo''Isaid.



................................................................

30minuteslaterwewereinthewaitingroomofthe

hospital,Joaquinseemednervousaboutthewhole

thing.Iwasalittlebitjealousandinsecureonthe

otherside.Imeanhehadnoevidencethatthechild

washisbutstillhecaredsomuch.Apictureofthem

becomingahappyfamilyafterthechildwasborn

keptdisturbingmymind.Itdidn'tfeelrighttobe

there,IfeltlikeanintruderbutnomatterwhatIwas

notgoingtoletJoaquingo."MrAjSalvatore"the

doctorisreadyforyou.What...Ihadthoughtthat

we'dseethepatientfirst,myinnerselfsaid

confused.Thehospitalwasfancy.Heheldmyhand

andwewalkedintothedoctor'soffice."DrDavis"

Salvatoresaidandthedoctorstoodupandthey

shookhands.Ohyeah,itwasthedoctorwhoonce

cametothehousetodosomecheckupsonme."

MrsSalvatore,Ihopeyourheadandhandarehealed

upnow"hesaidlookingatme,Iwasjustpuzzled,

stilltakingeverythinghehadsaidin."Ohhyeah,I'm

goodnow"Isaidalmoststuttering.Imadeametal

notetoaskJoaquinaboutthechangeinmystatus



allofasudden.Wesatdownafterheofferedus

chairs."So,isthebabyok"heaskedasthedoctor

wasstillpagingthefile."Well,heshouldbefine,but

wecannottellatthemoment.We'veputthemother

onoxygensupply.Hisheartwasbeatingupfaintly"

thedoctorsaid.soit'sahe,myinnerselfsaid."

Whatexactlyisthecauseofthecomplications"I

askedcuriously."Thesmoking,wellifthemother

smokemorefrequentlyduringthepregnancyitmay

leadtohardshipsinbreathingasweallknowthat

thechildgetstheoxygenatedbloodfromthe

mother.inthiscasethebloodwasdeoxygenated.

Thatwhatleadthethefaintheartbeat.MrSalvatore

IhavedvisedNinakhumalotostopsmoking

becauseevenherlungsarenotingoodhealthaswe

speak.Shemayorwillsufferfromlungcancerinthe

nearfuture.Andsmokingisnotgoodforthebaby's

health.Andwealsofoundalcoholinherblood

systemwhichisnotgoodforthebaby'sbrain.Ialso

hopeyoucantalksomesenseintoher,she'savery

stubbornlady"Thedoctorexplained,Salvatore's

jawswereclenchedzerofistknucklesred."okay,

thankyoudoctorbutcouldwepossiblyseethe



patientnow"IsaidputtingmyhandonSalvatore's."

Noproblem,she'sinward1

53."Hesaidwithapolitesocialsmile."Lovewami,

let'sgo"IsaidholdingSalvatore'shand,heseemed

tobemilesawayfromplanetearth."Alonzo"I

exclaimed,shakinghisbody."Mhh.Ohyeahlet'sgo"

hesaidstandingup."Wouldyoupleasecalmdown

beforeyouburstintopieces"Isaidtighteningmy

griponhishand.Wegottoroom53andentered

withoutknocking.

................................................................

"You?,Whatareyoudoinghere"sheaskedafter

removingtheoxygensupplier."Goodafternoon

Nina"Isaidpolitely."Youshouldhavelistenedtome

whenIaskedyoutogetridofthisbaby,lookatyou

tryingtokillitaftercarryingitforsolong"Alonzo

saidpissed."WhatareyousayingSalvatore"she

askedsoundinghurt,Icouldn'ttellifaheadreally

hurtorshewasjustpretendingtobe."Justshutup"

hesnappedangrily."Igotyouaroofoveryourhead,

Ipayforyourgroceriesandnecessities.Notto

mentionthehospitalbillsbutstillyouarejustsome



pieceofshitwhodoesn'tgiveadamnaboutanyone

elsebutyou."Heshouted."Whatdoyouwantfrom

me,youleftme.Youbrokemyheart,youmademe

fallinlovewithyouonlyforyoutofindsomeelse

betterthanme.Anotherbitch,whoprobablyisafter

youmoney.Whatdoyou—...thenextthingIheard

wasaloudthunderslap.Hehadjustslappedher,

tearswereforminginhereyesbutshewasnot

crying."Goaheadandkillme,youmurderer.I

wonderwhatkindofafatheryou'dturnouttobe.Go

aheadandkillme"shescreamed,"iknowyoudon't

giveadamnaboutanyoneelseexceptyourselfbut

pleasejusttrytogiveafuckabouttheoneyou're

carrying,heisyourchildtooforgoodnesssake"he

cursed."Fuckyou,whoareyoutojudgeme"she

cursedandastrangefollowedupnext."Shit

Salvatorewhatareyoudoing"Iscreamedtryingto

separatethem.Hewasstrongerthanme,Ipushed

theemergencyredbutton.Whiletryingtoseparate

them"Joaquinpleaselethergo...youcan'tstrangle

awomanlikethat"Ipleadedcrying.Heseemedto

haveheardmycryandpleadsbecausehestop.He

turnedaroundtolookatme,Isawabeastinhis



eyes,Isawguiltandsorrow.Hetriedtoholdmebut

Isteppedaway."Don't,don'ttouchme"Iscreamed.

justthenthenursescamerushingalongwiththe

security.Ninahadahandonherneck,shewasn'tas

muchscaredasIwas."Sirma'amyouhavetoget

out"onenursesaid.Iwasthefirstonetostepoutof

theroom.IWaltzedtotheelevator,hewasfollowing

aroundwithoutsayingaword.Iwantednothingbut

togetoutofthere.Theelevatoropenedonthe

groundfloorandIwasthefirstonetogetoutof

theretoo.Iopenedmyowndoorthatevening,itwas

around4:30pm.Ibuckledupafterclosingthedoor.

Myheartwasthundering,Iwasshockedandscared.

Onepartofmekeptsayingthatallmenareanimals

buttheotheronesaidnotmyJoaquin,he'dnever

harmmeinanywaybutthenthedayhethrewmeon

thecouchflashedback.Iwasfightinganinternal

battle.Itwaseitherlovewasgoingtoloseandfear

wasgoingtowinorvisaversa.
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Therewassilenceinthecar,itwassothickthatyou

couldcutitwithaknife.Hewasdrivingtothewhere

Ilived,whichwasagoodthing.Hewasmorelost

thenIwas.Hedroveintothepremisesafter

checkinginwiththesecurity.Theycalledhimsir,

becausehewastheownerofthebuilding'sson.I

guessed.HeparkedundergroundandIgotoffthe

carassoonasitstop.Iwantedtogetawayfrom

himASAP.Heseemedtogetthememobecausehe

didn'tevengetoutofthecar,hejustdroveoffandI

tookthestaircasesafteralongwhileofwaitingfor

theelevator.Iwassuddenlyfeelingsick,Iwas

comingdownwithatummyache.Irushedintothe

bathroomafterunlockingthedoor,relievedmyself.I

gotintotheshowerandletthewaterfalldownmy

head.Ihadseenthingslikethatbefore,myfather

usedtophysicallyassaultmyauntwitheverychance

hegot.ItallstartedwhenIwasfiveyearsold,and

myhalfsiblingswerejusttwoyearsold.Icouldn't

understandthingsbackthen,everydamntimeit

happenedI'dfindmyselfinthecornerofmyroom.

MyauntwouldcomeandCheckuponmeaftera

fewhours,andshe'dfindmesleepinginacorner.



AndwhatSalvatoredidtriggeredthememoriesofit

all.Whatwasmoretwistedwasthefactthathe'd

nursehertohealthaftereverysinglebeatingandfor

whatexactly?.Forhimtoonlybeatherupagain?.

AftershoweringItriedtogetmyhairdryusingmy

bigtowel.Iendeduptyingupmyhairwithit,gotinto

myPJsandsleepersandgown.Itwasquitecoldin

thatevening.ItwasaThursday,goodthingI'dbe

goinghomethenextday.Itwassuchalovelyday

butitturnedouttobetheworstdayever.Iwentto

thesittingroomtocheckwhoitwasthatwas

knockingonthedoor."Goodeveningmiss"a

gentlemansaid."Hi"Isaidinatinylittlevoice."I'm

heretodeliverthistomissCZMaphumulo"hesaid."

IamCZMaphumulo."Isaidtakingwhathewas

carryingandheturnedbackonhisway.IthoughtI'd

berequiredtosignupsomething,isn'tthathow

deliveryguysroll.Iwentbackinandclosedthedoor.

Iopeneduptheplastic,itwasanexercisewiththe

daysnotes.Idecidedtogogetmyschoolbagand

copythemintotheirrightfulplace,includingthe

laptop.



................................................................

"Areyouok?"Lethuaskedsittingdownnexttome.

Shehadcomebackanhourago.Tookashower,"

yeah,I'mfine"Isaidcontinuingwithcopyingthe

notes."Hello,youhavetearsdownyourcheeksif

youhaven'trealized."Shesaid.AndIwipedthemoff

quickly.Ididn'tevenrealizethatIwascrying."Talk

tome,what'swrong"sheaskedlookingconcerned."

It'snothingserious,Iwillbefine."Isaidfakinga

smile."It'shimisn'tit.Whathashedonethistime"

sheasked.Ijustwentintoherarmsforanembrace.

Istayedlikethatforawhile,Ineededit.Ineededmy

bestfriendAmanda.WhomIcouldtelleverything

withoutworryingaboutsomethinglikejudgmentor

gossip."Idon'twanttotalkit,Iamjustnotready"I

saidgettingagriponmyself.Iwasn'tsosureif

gettingnearLethuwassuchagoodidea."Okaybut

ifyouneedashouldertocryonorifyoufeellike

talkingaboutit,mydoorisalwaysopen."Shesaid

sincerely.Inoddedfeelingawkward."Youguysare

soconfusing,oneminuteyou'refuckingand

screamingforthewholeworldtohearandthenthe



nextminuteyou'recrying"shesaid.Iwasso

embarrassedbythe'screamingforthewholeworld

tohear'part."Youcouldhearus"Iaskedsoshy."

Geez,likeIsaidbefore'thewholeworldtohear'.

You'relike'ohhyes,yesbaby.AhhJoaquinfuckyes

andheislikemhhyesahhfuck.Soweird—''shutup

already"Isaidcoveringmyears.Iwasso

embarrassedandshewaslaughing.

................................................................

OnFriday

Iwokeupandtooka40minutesjog,Isawtheguy

whohadstoppedmetheotherdayandincreased

mypace.ItookabathwhenIgotinsidethe

house,myfirstclasswasaround9:00anditwas

07:00inthemorning.LethuwaslonggonewhenI

gotbackfromjogging.AnywaysItookabath,wore

mypinkkneelengthjumpsuitanddesignerstrapped

onblackSapphiresandals.Appliedfullmakeupand

combedmyhair,theyweresocurly.Itiedtheminto

astraightupponnytail.Icheckedmyselfonceagain



inthemirror,Ilookedgreat.Ipackedupmybooksin

tomyblackleatherblackandtookmylaptopalong,

justwhenIgotintothesittingroomIfound

Salvatorethere.Myheartskippedabit,Ithoughtof

returningbackintothebedroombutitwasalittlebit

toolateforthat.Hehadalreadyseenme,hewas

wearingablacktightshortsleevet-shirtsand

camouflagemanypocketedtrousersalongwith

browntimberlandbootsandsunglasses,helooked

gooduntilhetookthesunglassesoff.Oktorefraise

mystatementhelookedsuperhot,themuscles

wereoutthereexceptfortheredeyes.Hashebeen

crying?Myinnerselfasked."Hey"hesaidwalking

towardsmeafterhesawme."Hi,whatudoinghere"I

askedalittlebitshockedtoseehimthere."Canwe

talk"heaskedstopingonhissteps."Ilookedatmy

wristwatch.Itwas8:08am."Ihaveaclassin48

minutes,I'dbelate.MaybewecantalklaterwhenI

return"Isaidseriously."I'llbarelytake10minutes"

hesaid.Inodded."AboutwhatIdidyesterday,I'm

sorry.Iamsorryforscaringyou.Ididnotmeanto

strangleher,shejustgotundermyskinandIlostit"

hesaid."Scaringmeisnotthemainthinghere,the



pointisifyoucouldstrangleanotherwomanlike

thatwhatwouldstopyoufromdoingthesameto

me.Youshouldhaveseenyourself,youwerelikea

beast.Youreallyscaredthecrapoutofme.What

wouldhappenifIsomehowonedaygetunderyour

skin,willIsufferthesamefate.Imaginewhatwould

havehappenedifIwasnotaround,youwouldhave

killedthatwomen.Idon'tthinkIfeelsafearoundyou

anymore"Isaidthensighed.Itfeltsogoodtohave

finallygotitoutofmychest."YouknowI'dnever

hurtyou,right?"Hesaidapproachingmeuntilhe

wasstandingsixinchesawayfromme.Iwas

lookingupathimwithoutblinking."I'dneverhurt

youCora,Iloveyoutoomuchtohurtyou.Ijustgot

pissedafterhearinghercallyouabitchandwhatnot.

"Hesaidholdingmyshoulders,Iwasjustfrozen

there."Iamnotjudgingyouoranything,Ialsohave

myowntwistedissuesthatIcan'tgetridofbutI

reallythinkthatyouneedhelp.Iknowthatyouwould

notdreamofhurtingme,IknewthatfromthedayI

slappedyou.Butstillyouneedhelp."Isaid,handon

hisface.HewaslookingdownatmewhileIwas

lookingup.Iwasjustwonderingwhatmusthave



beengoingoninhismind.Hisfacedidn'tshowany

emotions,henodded.Thenletgoofmyshoulders."

I'llthinkaboutit"hesaidlookingaway."Iforgave

youlastnightaround00:00amafterIhadagood

chatwithGod,Iloveyou"Isaidhugginghimandhe

huggedmeback."NowIhavetogo"Isaidlooking

atmywristwatch."LetmegiveyoualifttoUJ"he

asked."Ok"Isaidplusthesunfelthotfromthe

inside.Hedroppedmeofftoschool."WillIseeyou

tonight"heaskedasIgotoff."Iamgoinghome,

remember?ButwecangotoseeNinaaround2:30."

Isuggested."You'rejusttoogood"withjustthose

wordsheleft.Iwaspuzzled,wonderingwhathe

meantbutIshruggedtheconfusionoffmymind.

................................................................

Exactlyat2:00Iwasdone,Idecidedtogoandhave

lunchinthenearbyeatery.Itwassuchasunnyday.I

orderedacoconutandmilkhugemuffinandiced

orangejuice."CanIjoinyou,theothertablesare

full"avoicesaid.Ilookedupanditwasthejogging

guy.Inoddedandhesatdownandthenthe



waitressescametotakehisorder."Youlook

extremelybeautifultoday"hesaid."What'syour

nameagain?"Iaskedsarcastically."KellenWinston

"heansweredpolitely."YeahKellenwhatsoever,just

becauseIamsharingatablewithyouthatdoesn't

meanthatyouandIarechattybuddies.Mindyour

ownshitwhileImindmine."Isaidsolemnly.He

lookedlikeoneofthoserichspoiltrichkids.Who

hadadozenofmaidsandchauffeurskissinghisass.

"I'msorryifIsomehowoffendedyou.Itwasnotmy

intention"hesaidpolitely."Havingtolookatyou

longwhitenoseisoffensiveenough"Imurmured

softly.IwasbusychewingonmymuffinwhenIsaw

asmirkonhisface."Ilovethewayyoucloseyour

eyeswhenyouchew"hesaidbeforeIcouldask."

Everyonedoes"Isaidsighingheavily."It'skindof

cuteandsexy"hesaid."Okenoughwithallofthis

chitchat.Whatdoyouwant"Iaskedwipingmylips."

InoticedthatyouhavenotbeeneatingupandyeahI

prettymuchthinkthatyou'restalkingme"Isaid

seriouslypissedoff."Justonedate,that'sallIam

askingfor"hesaidseriously."YouknowwhatIam

thinkingrightnow?"Iaskedeyebrowsraised."



What?"Hesaidlookingforwardtotheanswer."I'm

thinking'wowwhatacrazywhitetrashyouare".

Askingmeonadate?.That'sadeathwish"Isaid

firmlylookinghimintheeyes."Whatdoyoumean"

heasked."WhatImeanisgoodbye"Isaidleaving

thepaymentonthetableandleaving.Igotinthe

apartmentaround3:00pm.JustwhenIgotin

Salvatore'sfollowed."Hey,youscaredme.Whendid

yougethere"Isaidjumpy."Ithoughtyousuggested

thatwegoandseeNinaaround2:30"heasked

lookingathiswristwatch."Yeahthat,letmejust

putmybagsintheroom"Isaidfakingasmile.It

wassuchanawkwardmoment.Iwentintothe

bathroomandfixedmymakeupabit.Ichangedthe

sandalandworesleepers.Andpackedmygirlstuff

inmysmallpurse.IcalledupAmandatowaitforme

ifshecamealittlebitearly,Shehesitantlyagreed.''

let'sgo"Isaid.Ilockeduponourwayout,Lethuhad

herownkeys."Whoishe"heaskedafteralong

whileofdriving.Icouldtellthathewantedtosay

somethingbuthecouldn'tfinditinhisgut,hefinally

gotthecourageto."Who'swho?"Iaskedconfused."

Theguyyouwerewithinthateatery?"Heasked."



Ohhthat,hewasjustacustomer.Thetableswere

fullsoheaskedforaplacetosit."Isaidcasually."

Don'tlietomeCora"hesaidtakingafewdeep

breaths."Myguyshaveseenyouandhimforthe

thirdtime,what'sgoingonbetweenthetwoofyou"

heaskedsolemnly.Icouldseethathedidn'twantto

raisehisvoice,hedidn'twanttoshowthathewas

pissedoff."Ohhreallynow.HisnameisKellen,his

surnameiforget.HeaskedmeoutonadatebutI

saidno.AndIthinkit'sabouttimeyoutoldyourguys

tostopreportingmyeverymovetoyou.Ineedto

havemyprivacy,it'sreallystartingtogetintomy

nerves"Isaidscornfully."Nexttimeyouseehim

pleaselethimknowthathedoesn'twanttomeetup

withThekingKong"hesaidwarningly.Igotthe

memothoroughly."Canwetalkaboutsomething

else,andyeahI'vebeenmeaningtoaskyou.When

wereyougoingtotellmethatyou'vesuddenly

becometheministeroffinancetoNina,youbuyher

groceries,paytherent,medicalaid?"Iasked

seriously."It'snotabigdeal,It'sjustasmallamount

ofmoney"hesaidcasually."Youdon'tgetitdoyou,

it'snotaboutthemoneyKong,it'saboutyouletting



meknowasyourgirlfriendifyou'regoingtobe

financiallyresponsibleforNina.It'saboutrespect"I

said."Don'tcallmethat"hesaidoutofnowhere."

Callyouwhat"Iaskedconfused."Kong"hesaid

shortly."Allyourfriendscallyouthat,whycan'tI?

Andstoptryingtochangethetopic"Isaid."Iam

not,itjustdoesn'tfeelrightwhenyoucallmethat.

You'retheonlyonewhocantameKong....I'mjust

simplyaskingyounicelynottocallmethat"hesaid

seriously."LookIdidn'treallythinkitwouldbemuch

ofabigdealifItookcareofNina'sneeds.Ishould

haveletyouknowandforthatIapologise"hesaid."

Butshehasajob"Isaid."Iknow,shesaysshehas

tofinanciallysupportherfamilyeventhoughthey

kickedherout.Idon'twanttoevengothere.Ifthe

kidturnsouttobemine.Itwouldbeagoodthing

thatItookcareofhersothatshedoesn'tinstigate

himtoabhorme."Heexplained.

................................................................

IhadaskedSalvatoretopassbytheshoptobuyher

anapologygift,Icouldtellthatshewasthekindof

girlwhowantedflowersandchocolatebeforethey



forgaveyou.AnywaysSalvatoreboughtherwhite

liliesafteralotofconvincing."Hi,lookI'msorry

aboutyesterday.Ishouldnothavehityou.Ibought

youflowers"Salvatoresaidassoonaswewalkedin,

theapologywasnotsoheartfelt.Itwaslikehe

wantedtogetitdonewithASAP."Theyare

beautiful"shesaidsniffingthem.Iwasthekindof

girlwho'dratherhavethemoneythatyouusedto

buytheflowers.Ijustdidn'tgetthewholeconcept

abouttheflowers,thesmell?.Itwasjustathingfor

snobs,nooffense."ThedoctorsaidIcouldgohome,

thebabyisfine.Hekickedthismorning.I'mjust

waitingforafriendofmine"shesaidexcitedly.Iwas

juststandingfarawayfromthem.Ididn'tevensayhi.

ItwaslikeIdidn'tevenexist.Iwassojealous,

startingtoregrettheideaofcomingthere."Cora

thoughtthatweshouldcomeandseeifyouare

doingwell,comeilmiocuerobatte"hesaid,Iwalked

towardsthem.Heputhishandaroundmywaist."

Whatisshedoinghere...pleasegetherout,out"she

snapped,lookingallshadesofmad."Canwealltry

andbecivilisedwitheachother,Ninathereisno

needforyoutoshoutbecauseshe'snotgoing



anywhere.Justgetusedtoit,sheisapartofme

now''hesaidcalmly.Shewasbreathingfire,her

heartbeatmonitorkeptonincreasingthenumbers.

Andthebeepingsoundwassoannoying.Shefinally

tookadeepbreathandrelaxed."Okfine"shesaid

huffing,inmymindIwaslike'geezpregnantwomen

withtheirdrama'.''now,Ithinkthatyoushould

apologizetoCoraforcallinghername'syesterday"

hesaidemotionless."What?..no,no.I'mnotgoing

toapologize.WhyshouldI?"Sheprotested."Nina

justdoasIsaid,forthebaby'ssake"hekinda

shouted."Okfine,I'mso—rry"shesaidlooking

anywherebutme."Apologyaccepted"Isaidfakinga

smile,Iwantedtolaugh,laughhysterically.Shewas

justbeingchildish.Howaboutwegiveyoualift

home"hesuggestedlookingathiswristwatch."I'd

likethat"shesaidexcitedly."Mmhbabywami.You

knowthatI'mgoinghometoday,Amandashouldbe

waitingformeaswespeak.Nowifwe'regoingtobe

drivinghertoherapartment.Itwilldelayme.Ninaif

youdon'tmindmeaskingforafavor.Wouldyou

pleasewaitforyourfriend,I'malreadylate."Isaid

holdinghisarmandlookingatNinawhilefakinga



smile.Somethingwaswrongwithme,Iwasn'tthe

kindofgirltodoso."Yeah,Ialmostforgotabout

that."Hesaidwithaknowinglysmirkonhisface."

It'sfine,I'llwait"shesaidupset."Ohh,thebabyjust

kicked,youshouldfeelthis"shesaidswiftlypulling

Salvatore'shandtoherhugebabybump."Wooh!"

Heexclaimedsmilingafterfeelingthekickiguessed.

Afewminuteslaterwesaidourgoodbyesandleft."

Someoneseemsjealous"hesaidchucklingcasually.

Ijustignoredhim,hedidgetitIwasmorepissedoff

thanjealous.Hetriedtostartaconversationthere

andthenbutI'djustgivehimaonewordanswer.We

reachedthebuildingandheparkedthecar"good

night"Isaidgettingoutandwalkingaway.Ididn't

hearhimgettingoutofthecarorfollowingmebutI

felthimholdingmywaistfrombehind,Iwasjust

neartheelevator.Ifrozerightthere,therewerealot

ofpeoplepassingby.Itwasafridayafterall."

What'swrong?"Heaskedpullingmeclosertohis

body.Icouldfeelhismalerodgiantthingeven

thoughitwasnoton.Hischinonmyrightshoulder."

It'snothing"Isaidsighingsoftly."TalktomeIlmio

cuerobatte,Icantellthatthere'ssomethingthat's



hauntingyou"hesaid."Idon'tknow,something

doesn'tfeelright.iliedwhenIsaidIwasgettinglate.

Amandaprobablygothere5minutesago.Ihated

seeingyourhandonhertummy.Youallseemedlike

ahappyfamilyand—...IfeltIlumpinmythroat."

YouknowthatIloveyou,right?.I'dneverletyougo"

that'sallhesaid.Myinsecuritiesandfearswere

growingeverysingleday.Inoddedfeelingbetter."

Ain'tyougoingtogivemeakiss"heturningme

around."Peoplearewatching"Isaidfeelingshy."

Letthemwatch"hesaidthenattackedmewiththe

mostaffectionatekissever.Itriedtopulloutbut

failed,hewasdrawingmein.Thekissgotmeweak

inmyknees."I'llcallyoulater"hesaidafterstaring

intomyeyes,Iwasjustblushing.Inoddedandthen

quicklywalkedaway.Hewasstillstandingthere

whenIgotintheelevator.IopenedupthedoorandI

couldn'tbelievewhatIsaw."Mandy!"Iexclaimed

unbelievingly.SheandLethuwerekissingonthe

couch.ShequicklygotoffLethuandstoodasfar

awayaspossiblefromher."It'snotwhatyou

think...I,I,i—"ahhash,noneedtoexplain.Letmego

andgetmystuff"Isaidhandsraisedup.Icouldn't



helpbutlaughoutloudwhenIgotintotheroom.I

neverwouldhaveguessed,butAmandawassurely

notlesbian.Ithoughttomyself."Let'sgo"Isaidto

Amandaaftergettingintothesittingroom.Shewas

awkwardlystandingnexttothedoor.Lethuwasnot

around,shemusthavebeenintotheroom."Seeyou

onMondaymorningLethu"Icalledoutbeforewe

left,"ain'tyougoingtosaygoodbyetoyourlover"I

saidherbeforewegotintotheelevator."Shutup

Cora"shesaidlookingembarrassed.Ijustgiggled,

allthehatesheseemedtohaveagainstLethuwas

justanact?.

................................................................

"I'mgoingtosleep"Amandasaidafterwe

FaceTimedwiththeparents."Ain'twegoingto

watchatonight"Iasked."No,Iamnotfeelingwell.

I'mjustgoingtolaydown."Shesaidalreadywalking

upstairs."Ishouldhaveknown."Isaiddisappointed.

Itwasaround21:00Iwaswatchingaboring1990s

movieorratheritwaswatchingme.Myphonerang,I

checkedthecallID.ItwasJoaquin."Babywami"I

answeredexcitedandhappy."Mmhsomebody



seemstobeinagoodmood"hesaid."Whywouldn't

IbewhenIcaughtmyhomophobictwinsister

kissingagirl"Isaidgiggling.ShameAmandawas

swimmingonhotwater,Iwasgoingtolaughather

untilshecriedoutloud.Ijustcouldn'tbelieveit."Let

meguessitmustbethesamegirlyoukissed.What

isit,issherunningakissingboothofsomesortfor

charity?"Heaskedsarcastically."Mxmyou'resucha

partypooper"isaidhuffing."Anywayswhatdidyou

wanttotalkabout"Iasked."Aboutwhatyousaid

earlier.IhavebeenthinkingaboutitandyesI'llgo

fortherapysessionsbutthereisacondition"hesaid

seriously."What'sthecondition"Iaskedcuriously."

I'llgoonlyifyou'dgotoo"hesaid."Ithinkweboth

needtoclearupourpastsforourrelationshipto

workorelsewe'dkeeponstumblingandfallingon

thesamespot."Hesaidreasonable."Sinceyou'llbe

theretoholdmyhandit'snotaproblem,I'llattend

thetherapysessions.Wewillhealtogether."Isaid

sighing.WetalkedaboutstuffuntilIfellasleep.

[6/3,14:44]Lynne:Secondchapter
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Cora'spov

Itwasthethirdweekofseeingthepsychologist.His

namewasDrTRSokhuluma.Hewasbrilliantatwhat

hewasdoing,gotmecryineverysessionbut

Salvatorewasthere.WeattendedeveryMondayto

Fridayevening,around5:00pm.Wespenttwohours,

onehoureach.Ididnotseeanychangebecauseit

wasstillearly,allitdidwastojustrelivethesinking

painsandsufferingsfromthepast.Itwasyet

anotherSaturdayandIwasathomereadingthe

ItaliandictionarywhichwastranslatedintoEnglish.I

wassotiredoflistentoJoaquinspeakingthe

foreignlanguageandIhadtowatchlikeafool.Iwas

alsotakingonlineclassesfor30minutes.AndyesI

tookAmanda'sadviceandboughtmyselfanew

phone.ItwasworthR500,itwasnothingmuchbut

atleastithadacamera.Amandahadgoneoutwith

hergirlfriendLethu,whomshekeptundercovers.I

wasallaloneinthehouse,itwasaround12:00pm.I

wasinmylongblacksimpleskirtandablousealong

withsleepers.Iwassittingonthepoolside,itwasa



sunnyday.I'vebeenbusylatelytothepointwhereI

knewnorest.SoIdecidedtotaketheSundayoff

andbebymyself.Thenmyphonerang."Mr

Salvatore"Ianswer."Iamatthegate,checkmein"

hesaidshortly."Whatareyoudoinghere"Iasked."I

missyou"hesaidshortly."Butweweretogether

justyesterday"IsaidwalkingintothehousesothatI

couldmakeacalltothesecurityinchargethrough

thelandlinenumber."Can'taguyjustvisithis

girlfriendwithoutanycourttrials"hesaidsounding

prettymuchannoyed.Hehasbeenmoodylately."

Geez"Isaidthenhungupandthemadeacalltothe

security."Iwalkedbacktowhereihadleftthe

dictionaryandhiditaway.2minuteslaterthe

doorbellrang,Iopenedupandwalkedintothe

kitchentomakemyselfacolddrink."Heentered

andfollowedmeintothekitchenwithoutsayinga

word.Iwasfedupwithhistantrums,hehadbeen

givingmeacoldshoulderlately.Ipouredlimejuice,

piecesoflemonandiceintolongtwoglasses.Iput

oneonthesideplateandofferedIttohim.Ithen

tookmineandwalkedouttothepoolside.Isaidon

thecouchwhichwasundertheumbrellashades.I



sawhimfollowingmewiththeglassoflimejuice

andputtingitonthesidetableasIhadputmine.I

wasreadingthefashionmagazinewhichwas

alwaysthereoratleastIwaspretendingtobe

reading."Areyougoingtogivemethesilence

treatmentforthewholeday."Heaskedsighing."If

needbe,thenyes"Isaidshortly."Ipaidmyfathera

visittodayhewantstomeetupwithyou.Ithinkit

wouldbeagoodideaifyoubothmeetupatmy

birthdaypartythiscomingweekend."Hesaid

solemnly."Didyoutellhimeverythingaboutus,

aboutme.Whatiusedtodo."Iaskedputtingdown

themagazine."Yes,heknowseverythingabout

you."Hesaidleaningbackwardsonthecouch."I

don'tthinkIamreadytomeethim"Isaid

thoughtfully."Why"heaskedshiftinghiswhole

attentiontome."Whatifhejudgesme,itwaseasier

tomeetyourothersiblingsbecausetheydon'tknow

theunholytrinityIusedtogetupto.Idon'tthinkI

can"Isaid."Cora,wehavebeentogetherfor8

monthsnow,Ithinkit'stimewetookthingsseriously.

Myfatherhasbeenlookingforwardtomeetingyou

andIfinallyagreedandnowyouaretellingmethis"



hesaidalittlebitupset."Whatkindofapartydo

younormallyhost"Iaskedstrayingawayfromwhat

hehadjustsaid."It'shighsocialstandard,there'sa

newthemeeveryyear.Letmeshowyou"hesaid

paginghisphoneandgivingittome.Iwentthrough

thepictures,beachtheme,Paristheme,Pyjamas

theme...etcetra

"IthoughtthinkIbelongthere"Isaidgivinghimthe

phone.Iwasjusttoostandardizedandperfect."

Pleasedon'tdothis...stoplookingdownonyourself.

You'reperfectjustthewayyouare,you'vegotan

hourglassfigurethatIamcrazyabout,theperfect

hugeassthatIlove.Theperfectfaceandmature

brainsthatIadmire"hesaidmakingmeblush,I

couldnotlookathim."You'llcometothepartyand

I'llintroduceyoutomysocialfriends.It'snota

requestbutacommand"headded.Ididn'tsay

anything."I'llbebored,I'veseensomescenariosof

thisinmovies.Theguykeepontalkingtotherehigh

profilefriendsforgettingaboutthegirlandthenshe

startstodrinkalotofwine.Embarrassmentsbegins.

Idon'twantthatformyself"Isaidseriously."That



willnothappeninourcase,I'llkeepyoubymyside

thewholetimebesidesIwouldn'tdreamofletyou

outofmysitewiththekindofdressI'vechosenfor

you"hesaidwithanaughtysmirk."Whatdress,

whereisit."Iaskedcuriouslyenoughtogetexcited.

"Relax,itwilllandinthisTuesday"hesaid."You

orderedadressfromoverseas?"Iasked."

Somethinglikethat"hesaidshortly."Howmuchis

it"Iaskedconcerned.Ididn'twanthimtospend

unnecessarymoneyonme."Expensiveenoughto

makeyoutheQueenofthenight"hesaidholdingmy

hand."Mmhok"Isaidlostinmythoughts."Doyou

thinkyourfatherwilllikeme"Iaskedthinkingabout

thewholething."Helikesyoualready,hejustwants

toseeyou"Hesaid."Salvatore,I'vebeenmeaningto

ask'what'sgoingonwithyouthesedays'.You've

beenactingstrange,yougetupsetfornoapparent

reason."Iaskedanyways."Thewholepsychology

situationdoesn'tfeelright.Hehadnorighttoremind

meaboutmysocalledmother.Ihatethatwomen"

hesaidthroughgrittedteeth."Doyoureallyhateher

oryou'dliketohateher.Maybeyouarejustmadat

her,hateissuchastrongword.Maybeit'sabout



timeyoutwometandtalkedaboutthings.Don'tyou

havequestionsyouwanttoaskher.I'vebeentalking

toEsihlelatelyandshesaysthatnodaypassby

withoutyourmothermentioningyourname.

Forgivingherwillsetyoufree."Isaidholdinghis

handtightly."Idon'twanttotalkaboutherilmio

cuerobatte,youwouldn'tunderstand.Shedidn't

thinktwicebeforeleavingmeonthefrontdoorof

myfather'shouse,Isleptonthecoldforthewhole

nightandthenIsufferedfrompneumonia.Iwasjust

adayold,let'sforgetaboutit,I'mdoingjustfine

withouther.Shemeansnothingtome,Idon'tcare

wheathershe'saliveordead."Shehalfsnapped.I

gotclosertohimandputmyheadonhischest."It's

ok,Iwasjustsaying"Isaid.Westayedinthat

positionforalongwhile,hisheartbeathad

decreasedtoitsnormalrate."Let'sgotomyhouse"

hesuggested."Ican't"Isaid."Can'torwon't"he

asked."WhatwillwebedoingtherebesidesIamon

mymenstrualperiod"Isaid."DoIlovesexthatmuch,

thatyoucan'tvisitmyhousewhenit'saredflag

downthere"heaskedchucklingunbelievingly."Love

isanunderstatement.Youadoresex,infactyou're



addicted"Isaidkidding."Ohhyeah?"Heasked

giggling."It'sfunnyhowyouaretheonewhobegs

metohititwhilewe'reatitbutnowI'mtheone

who'saddicted"hesaidmockingme."That'sit,you

shouldgetgoing"Isaidhittinghischest."Ouch,

whatwasthatfor"heasked."Forspeakingthe

truth"Isaidlaughing."Mmh,soarewegoing?"He

askedonaseriousnote."I'llhavetocheckwith

Amandafirstandthenwecantakeitfromthere."I

said.

................................................................

Amanda'spov

IwasinthemallofAfricawithLethu,mygirlfriends.

AsCorawouldliketosay.Iwasn'tsureofhowto

describeourrelationship.Shewasmoreofafriend

withbenefitsthenagirlfriend.Shewasbeautifully

made,somanlyandattractive.OfcourseIwas

drawntoherthefirstdaywemet,Ijustdidn'twant

toadmititthatwhyIactedsohatefultowardsher.I

wasjustsoafraidImightenduplovingherifIdidn't



hateher.TobehonestIwasnotalesbian,Iwasjust

awomanwhohadbeenhurtandliedtobyacouple

ofguyswhodidn'ttreatmeright.Iwassofedup

withmen,soIoptedforwomeninstead.Thesex

wasgreatandflames,Ilikedhertattoosand

piercings.Myclothingstylehasn'tchangedmuch

sinceIwaswithher.Shemademefeellikeaqueen.

Iwashappybutsomethingwastemperingwithmy

happinessanditwascalledMichaelSullivan.Iwas

wearingapinklittledressAndlacedhighthighboots.

Myblondehaircombedback.IwasWearing

sunglassesandshinylipgloss.Iwaslooking

fabulous.Lethuwaswearing.Blackleathersjacket

andblackjeansalongwithbootsformanand

sunglasses.WewerehavinglunchatMcDonald's."

Soyoumeantosaythatyouwon'tbeabletocome

withme"sheasked."Somethinglikethat,lookIjust

thinkthatit'stooearlyformetobemeetingupwith

yourfriends.It'shardlybeenamonthsinceyouandI

havebeentogether"Isaidafterdissipationonmy

baronemilkshake."That'swhatyousaidlastweek

andonthefirstweek.I'mtiredofhearingthesame

thingoverandoveragain"shesnappedabitpissed.



"Don'tyoudareshoutatme,ourrelationshipdoesn't

evenhaveadescriptionyet.Whatdoyouexpect

fromme?"Isaidfirmly."I'llhelpyououtonthatpart,

I'myourdamngirlfriendandyou'remine.Sonow

thatwehaveadescriptionofwhathasbeen

confusingyoucanwegetaserioustalkaboutyou

meetingswithmysquad"shesaidsorude.One

thingIlearnedaboutherwasthatshewasshort

temperedandcontrollingotherthanthatshewas

great."I'moutofhere"Isaidstandinguponlyfor

hertopullmebackdown.Weweresittingona

roundcircle."I'msorry"shesaidrunningherhands

onherhair."What'swrongwithyou"Iaskedso

annoyedandangry."I'vefailedoneofmymodules,

mydadisnotgoingtosparemethistime.I'mjust

sostressedout.Idon'tknowhowtotellhimthis,

plusI'mgoinghomeduringtheJuneholidays.I'm

sorryforventingmyfrustrationsatyah"shesaid."

Whydidn'tyoutellme,I'msosorrytohearthat."I

saidhuggingher.Iletgoofherafterawhile."

Everythingwillbeokay,I'mhere"Isaid."Thankyou

forunderstanding"shesaidsighingheavily.We

orderedthemaincourseandate.Mytwinsister



calledmejustwhenwewereabouttogoout."Coh"

Ianswered."HeyI'vebeenwonderingifIcouldleave

youaloneforthishouse"sheasked."Mmh,Mr

musclesmustbethere"Isaidgiggling."Kinda"she

saiddraggingtheword."It'sfine,I'llbewithLeahfor

thewholedayanyways"Isaidputtingmyarm

aroundLethu'sshouldersaswegotout."Ok,see

youwhenIseethen"shesaidthenhungup."Where

tofromhere"sheasked,handonmywaist."Let'sdo

someshoppingandthenYoucandropmehome"I

saidputtingmyphoneinmypurse."Youdid

shoppingjustlastweek."Shecomplained."There's

somethingcalledwindowshoppingplusit'smy

parent'smoney"Ibragged.Wewalkedaroundthe

shops,Ipickedwhatmyeyesliked.Highwaistjeans,

croptops.panties,sunglassesandafewpairof

shoes.Iwascarryingthreeshoppingbagslateron.

Around4:00pmwewerewalkingtowardsthecar

whensuddenlycartiresscratchedbesidesus,then

theblackvandoorsopened.Withjustablinkofan

eyeiwasdraggedinside.Iwasscreamingforhelp

andLethutriedtoholdmyhandbutitwastoolate.

Mynewclothesscatteredallovertheground.the



doorclosedandthevandroveofffastly."Hellomy

lady"avoicesaid.

.............................................................

Salvatore'spov

"I'lljustgoandpackafewofmystuff"shesaid

goinginsidethehouse

Ihaven'tbeenmyselflatelyprobablybecausemy

birthdaywasjustaroundthecorner..YearsagoI

promisedmyselfthatI'dneverlookbackintothe

pastandfeelsorryformyselfbutwhenmybirthday

isaroundthecorner,italwayshitsme.ThatIwas

theunwantedchild,thatIneverknewamother'slove

ortouch.Ineverknewhowitfeltliketobewhipped

andpamperedafewminuteslater.Thetherapy

sessionsweremessingwithmyheadtoo.Imade

suretofindaphycologistwhomIcouldtrustand

whodidn'tputthingsdownonrecordingdevice

becausethathadagoodchanceofgettingme

behindthebarsforahundredsofyears.Ihadput

TelescopeonthesearchforCora'shome.Iwanted

hertogobacktoherauntandhalfsiblingsbecause



shementionedthemineverysession,heprocessof

healingseemedtobefasterthanmine.Iwasstillon

myhighschoolmanygirlfriendswhileshewason

thelivingonthestreetspart.Shecameback

downstairswithherbags,trustawomantosay'few'

andthenpackthewholewardrobe."Let'sgo"she

said."Letmesee,alaptop,sleepoverbag,back

packsandapurse.Iamjustwonderingwhatdoes

theword'few'mean?"Iaskedchuckling."Don'tyou

dareinsultmyfeminineside"shesaidsmiling."I

wasjustwondering"Isaidsmilingback.iputhebag

onthebacksitsclosedthedoorandopenedonefor

her.ShegotinandIclosedit.Onourwaytomy

house,shereceivedaphonecall."HiLethu"she

answered."Whatdoyoumeanshehasbeen

kidnapped?...Ok.Calmdown.Calmdown.Tellme

exactlywhathappened.Ohh.Haveyoutriedthe

policestation....Oki'llbethereinasecond"shesaid

thenhungup."Amandahasbeenkidnapped,you

gottahelpmefindmyfriend.WhatwillItellher

parents.I'msodead"shesaidintear.Ipackedthe

caronthesideoftheroadandgotout."Calmdown,

cryingisn'tgoingtohelpyouinthissituation."Isaid



openinghersideofthedoorandgettingherout."

Whowasonthephone"Iasked.Shewasinmy

embrace."Lethu,hergirlfriend"shesaidhysterically

whipping."Letmecallherandfindoutwhatexactly

happened."Isaidtakingherphonefromherhands."

ThisisSalvatore.Ineedtheexactlocationwhere

youwereatwhentheincidenthappened.Ineedthe

timeandthedescriptionofthevehicle"Isaidas

soonassheanswered."Wewereintheparkinglot,

justInfrontofthemallofAfrica'sentrance.Itwas

around4o'clock.Icouldn'tcatchthenumberplateof

thevehiclebutitwasablackpoloVan"she

explainedfastly".IhungupandcalledTelescope

immediately.

..........................,.................................

Narrated

"Ineedyoutofindmethelocationofthisvehicle,a

blackpolovivovan.Theownerjustkidnapped

Amandaanhouragointheentranceofmallof

Africa."Hesaidfast.Kevinwastypingdownthe



detailsontheotherside.Coracouldn'tstopcrying.

Shehadevengothisshirtwet,hernosewasrunny

andpink."I'mworkingonit"Kevinsaid.Gettinghis

laptopoutofitbaghewasonhiswayhomefrom

hiscompany,hackingintothemallscameras.Saw

thenumberplates,thatmadehisjobeasier.Within

justafewminuteshelocatedthevehicles,hejust

laughedafterreadingthelocation.Hecalledking

Kong."Sheismorethanjustsafe"hesaidlaughing.

"Whatdoyoumean"Kongaskedpuzzled."Sheis

withMrdetectivehimself"hesaid."Nxa,that

twistedbarstard.He'llpayformakingmyheartbeat

crysomuch"Salvatoresaidlaughing.Corajust

lookedathim,confused."OkayIhavetogo"Kevin

saidhangingup."Ilmiocuerobatte,youcanstop

cryingnowyourfriendiswithMichael"hesaid

kissingherforehead.Shesighedinrelief."Butare

yousurehe'snotgoingtohurther"sheasked

suddenlyworried."Hemightbeajerkbuthe'dnever

harmawoman.WellatleastnotAmanda"hesaid

eyebrowsraised.

................................................................



Cora'spov

Itwasaround20:00pm,wewereatthehouse,Ihad

triedtocallMandybutherphonewasnotreachable.

OntheothersideIdidn'tknowwhattotellLethu,soI

justtoldherwewerestillsearchingforAmanda.I

hadjusttookashowerandIwassittingonbed

waitingforSalvatoretofinishupbathingsothatwe

couldgoandCatchamovieinthehomecinema.

Justthenhisphonerang,"yourphoneisringing"I

saidtakingittohim.Hewassittingsorelaxedon

thebathingtub."Couldyoupleaseputitonloud

speaker,myhandsarewet"hesaid.Iansweredand

putitonloudspeaker."Salvatore,mywaterjust

broke"Ninasaidontheothersideoftheline.My

eyespoppedup."Whatdoyoumean"Salvatore

askedlookingconfusedandirritatedallatonce."

Thebabyiscoming!"Shescreamed,Salvatore

swiftlygotoutofthebathtubandwrappedatowel

aroundhiswaist."We'recoming,callthe

ambulance"hesaidtakingthephoneintohishands.
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Amanda'spov

"Whatnonsenseisthis,letmeout"Ishouted

furiouslyangry."Ma'amplease,we'reonlydoingour

job.Pleaseletusdowhatwe'vebeenhiredtodo"

oneladysaidnicelybutIcouldseethatshewasfed

up.It'sbeentwo4longhourssinceI'vebeenthere.

Michaelputmeintosomehugeroomwithtwo

bodyguardsonthedoorandtwoladieswhowere

supposedtohelpmegetdressedup."CallMichael

up,Iwanttohaveawordwithhim."Isaidandoneof

theladiesgotaphonecall."Yessir"shesaid."It's

foryou"shesaidhandingthephoneovertome.I

tookiteyebrowsraised,therehewasonthescreen,

facetimingme."Michaelyou'resodead,it'sbeen4

hoursletmego.Iwillnotspareyou"Ishoutoverthe

phone."Calmdownmylady,butImustadmit.

You'reprettygorgeouswhenyou'rebreathingfire"he

saidsocalmlyasifIhadn'tshouldn'tathim.Itooka

deepbreathandrelax,"please,Iwanttogohome,

getmeoutofhere"Ipleaded,GodknowsIhate



begging."Ohh,nowyou'respoilingthefun"hesaid

sarcastically."Ithoughtyouweregoingtobe

breathingfiretheentirenightbecausebelieveme

you,I'mnotlettingyougowithoutseeingyouinthe

sulkingsophisticatedgownIboughtforyou."He

saidsolemnlyalloversudden."Ok,look.Iwillgoout

onadatewithyou...Lordgivemestrengthtonot

poisonthisjerk"Imurmuredthelastparttomyself."

Justpromisetoletmegoafterthis"Isaidfakinga

smile."Idon'tmakepromisesIcan'tkeep.Youhave

justonehourtogetready"hesaidwithsomuch

attitude."Argh!...okfine."Isaidthenhungup."Let's

dothis"Isaidputtingonmybraveface.

................................................................

Cora'spov

Ithasbeen4hourssincewe'vebeenthere,wewere

Inthewaitingroom.Iwasfeelingsleepyand

Salvatorewasrestless.Hekeptonmovingupand

down,Iwassittingonthecouch.Inaslumpposition.

Ikeptonyawning,"couldyoupleasesitdown"isaid

sighing."TellyouwhatI'llgoandgetussome

coffee.Stopmovingupanddownalreadyyou're



makingmefeeldizzy"Isaidthewalkedtothe

cafeteria,Imadetwocupsofcoffeeandcameback.

Ifoundhimsittingdownbutstillrestless,hewas

tappinghisfootdown."Here,drinkthis"Isaid.Iwas

inmyPJsandsleepersandgown,hewaswearing

jeansandat-shirtalongwithsleepersandajersey."

Thanks"hesaidtakingthecoffee."Haveyouthought

aboutthebabynames?"Iaskedtryingtodiverthis

mind."Babynames?"Heaskedlookingpuzzled."

Yeahforthebaby"Isaidsittingdownandcrossing

mylegovertheother."No,Ihaven't,ihugepartof

mestillhopethatitisn'tmybaby.Istilldoubtthat

it'smybaby.I—"hey,there'snopointinlookingback

now,let'sjustfocusonthepresentandfuture.Let's

justseewhattheDNAtestsresultswillsayafterthe

babyisborn.Youshouldthinkaboutbabynames

justincase."Isaid."You'rejusttooperfect"hesaid

soemotional.hewaslookingmeintheeyes."Aren't

youscaredofwhattheresultsmightbe.That's

there'salwaysgoingtobealinkbetweenNinaandI

ifthebabyturnsouttobemine.Youshouldnot

even—"look,Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.Let'snot

makethisaboutme.Let'sfocusonthebaby"Isaid



stoppingthetearsthatwereforming.Ididn'twantto

looktoomuchintothings,"Iloveyou,ok?"Hesaid

kissingmeonthecheek."Enoughofthisemotional

shit,babynames?"Isaidsmiling,atleastIwastryto.

"Idon'tknow,Ihaven'tthoughtofany"hesaid

runninghishandsonhishair.Hethensippedhis

coffee,Ihadminetoo."HowaboutSamuel"I

suggested."That's,noit'srusty.Tooold"he

dismissedmysuggestion."HowaboutPaul?"I

askedgiggling."Asin,thebiblicalPaul?"Heasked

eyebrowsraised.inoddedwithmyeyesclosed,I

wantedtoburstintolaughter."Noways"he

dismissed."HowaboutMichael"Isuggest."That's

myfriendsname,whoisbythewayajerkandathug.

Badchoice"hedismissed."HowaboutAlexander"

hesuggested."Alexanderthegreatest?,Hewasgay

ifIamnotwrongbutsinceIamnothomophobic.

Thatcoulddo"Isaidsarcastically."Howabout

Alonzojunior"Isuggest,signallingthenameinthe

air."Forgetitbaby,therecouldonlybeoneAJ"he

saidwithsomucheleganceandpride.Ijustgiggled

inadmiration,helookedsogood.Thewayhesaidit

wassocharming."Couldyousaythatagain"Iasked



pullingthebestpuppyeyesoutthere."Forgetit

baby,therecouldonlybeoneAJ"herepeatedit

exactlythewayIwantedit.Igiggledonemoretime.

"You'reinsane"Isaidlaughing,"andyou'rethe

same"hesaid.

................................................................

"Arghforgetit,youseemtodismisseverynameI

comeupwith.We'vebeendoingthesamethingfor

almostanhournow.I'mtired."Isaidirritated."

Comeon,you'vebeendoingthesamethingtothe

namesIsuggestedtoo"hesaidchucklingcasually."

WhateverNinadecidedwillbefine,aslongasyou

arehappywithitI'llbehappytoo.Butpleasetellyour

exgirlfriendnottocomeupwiththosetypical

ancientZulunames.Someofuswillhaveaproblem

inpronouncingthat"Isaidprovokinghimonpurpose.

"Comeon,exgirlfriend,really?"Hesaidkinda

provokedbutthensomethingcrossedmymind."

Waitaminute...I'msureyou'regoingtolikethis

one."Isaidwithasmile."I'mlistening"hesaidnot

solisteninglikehesaidhewas."Howabout

Lorenzo"Isuggested."Lorenzo,asinhappiness.



Wow,it'sbrilliant"hesaidthinkingoutloud."I

stumbleduponitwhiledoingsomeresearchonline"I

saidbeforehecouldask."Imustsayit'sabeautiful

namebutthisdoesn'tdefineoursituationathand.I

meanunderwhichhewasconceived"hesaid."Like

Ihavesaidbefore,Let'sforgetaboutthepastand

focusonthepresentandfuture.Ababybrings

happenessinparent'slives,I'msureheisgoingto

beabundleofjoytoo"Isaidbutnotsoconvinced

withmyownwords.Buthewas."MrSalvatore

congratulations,you'renowafathertoahandsome,

heathybabyboy"thedoctorsaidashegotintothe

waitingroom."Wow,he'shere"Salvatoreexclaimed

unbelievingly,hewasnotasexcitedasafather

shouldbe."Doctorcanweseehim"Iaskedstanding

up."Ofcourse,Iguessmyjobhereisdone"hesaid

thenleft.Salvatorestartedonwiththewalkingup

anddown."Let'sgoandseethebaby"Isaid,hejust

lookedatmeeyespoppedout."No!,Ican't"hesaid

shortly."Hey,what'swrong"Iasked.Holdinghis

facefromthesides."IfIseethatbaby,I'mgoingto

getemotionallyattachedtoit,it'sforthebestthatI

waitfortheresults.Yeah,I'llwait.Let'sgohome"he



saidgettingoutoftheWaitingroom."Heywhatare

yousaying,we'vebeensittinghereforthewhole

nightandnowyou'retellingmethatyoucan'tsee

thebaby?"Iaskedholdinghisarm."Let'snotdothis,

there'snoharminwaiting.I'lljusthavetocallDr

Davissothathecoulddothetests.It'sbettertobe

safethansorry.Nowcanwegetgoing"hesaid

seriously."Okay"Isaidandthenhedrovehome.It

wasaround03:00amwhenwegotthere.

................................................................

Amanda'spov

Iwaswearingapinklongsuededress.Whichhad

tinylacesstrappedonshoulders,itwasbarefrom

theupperbacktoabovemybutt.Iwaswearingit

alongwithsilver3inchheelswhichhaddiamondson.

Mymakeupwasperfectbuttheonlythingthatwas

missingwasasmileonmyface.IlookedlikeMiss

universe.Thebodyguardsopenedthedoorforme,I

realizedthatIwasinahotelassoonasIgotout.

Theywalkedwithmeinthelobby,weenteredan

elevator.Ijustwantedtogetitoveranddonewith,I

missedmyphonewhichwastakenfrommewithout



myconcern.Thenwereachedthereceptionofthe

hotel.Therewasapartygoingonthere,itwas

classicandold-fashioned.Therewereallsitting

downandhavingdinnerifIcouldevencallitthat.

Mostofthepeopletherewerewrinkledandaged

between40-60."Thiswaymiss"thebodyguardsaid

walkingmetowardstheendofthetables.The

receptionwasseparatedintotwopartsorsoI

noticed.Thepartwheretheywereleadingmewas

dimmerinlightthantheotherone.AssoonasI

enteredIspottedthejerk,hewassittingonasmall

roundtable.Hestooduplikeagentlemanwould,I

increasedmypace,raisedmyhandtoslaphimbut

hecaughtmyhandjustintime."BehaveYourself,

mylady"hesaidwithasmirkonhisface."Careto

sitdown?"Hesaidofferingmeachair.Hediditso

perfectlylikewewereinsome1080smoviesor

something.Hewasinablacktuxedowithblackbow

tie.ItwassoskintightthatIcouldactuallyseehis

abbs.Isatdownwithsomuchfury.Lethumustbe

worriedsick,whatliewouldIhavetotell.Athought

crossedmymind."Whatwouldyouliketohave

tonight"heaskedofferingmethemenu.Itookit



withafakesmile,togetoutofthereASAPIhadto

playalong."Howaboutwesharethemeal,let'ssay

sushiplatterfortwo?"Isuggestedputtingdownthe

menu."Good"hesaidthenclickedhisfingerstoget

thewaitresses'sattention,hetheplacedtheorder.

Garlicbreadandbutterwasbroughttothetablefor

starters."Letmeaskyouaquestion,whatdoyou

planonachievingwithallthisunnecessarydrama.I

meankidnappingme,really?"Iasked,spreadingthe

butteronthegarlicbread.Thewaitresscameback

withabottleofwhitewine."Leaveit,I'llpouritup

myself."Hedismissedthewaitresswithahand

gesture.Hiseyesonme."Let'ssee,achievement?

Nonbuticanseetheendgamehere.Youwillend

upwithmeAmanda.Icanbetmylifeonthat"he

saidwithsomuchconfidencethatIfeltlikeslapping

him."Stopdeceivingyourself,whichworlddoyou

livein.Getoffyourhighhorse,knowwhatIwouldn't

darelookatyouevenifyouwerethelastmenon

earth"Isaidsopissed."That'ssoironic,therearea

thousandmenintheworldbutstillyou'rehere,

lookingatme."Hesaidchuckling."Ididn'tmeanit

literallyyoufool"Isaidrollingmyeyes."Haveyou



wonderedwhyyoubehavesohatefultowardsme.I

meanifyoudidn'tfeelathingformethenYou

wouldn'tbethisfuming"hesaid,hehadasmart

mouth."Whatevertheorythat'sstreamingdown

yourfoolishbrainsforgetit.ForyourinformationI

don'tbehavehateful,Ihateyouperiod.You'resucha

jerk,soarrogantandrude,sofoolishandstupid.you

kidnappedmeforgoodnesssakeifthatisn'tan

enoughreasontohateyouthenIdon'tknowwhat

wouldbe"Isnappedthroughgrittedteeth.Ididn't

wanttoattractunwantedattentiontomyself."

You'reright,whatwouldbe"heagreedsarcastically.

Hepouredtwoglassesofwine."Idon'tdrink"Isaid

afterhewasdone."Ohh,morewineformethen"he

saidseriously."Doesthatgirlknowthatyoudon't

feelathingforher,you'rejustusinghertofeelbetter.

Tofeelsecureandfearless.Tonotworryabout

beinghurt"hesaidsosolemnly."Idon'tknowwhat

youaretalkingabout,excusemecanIgetaglassof

stillwater"Iaskedthewaiterwhowaspassingby."

Yesma'am"hesaidthenleft."Anywaysour

relationshipisnotaboutthestupidthingcalledlove.

"Iaddeddefensive."Ohhreally,whatisitabout



then"heaskedinquisitive."Well...ummh,its

basicallyaboutrespect,caringforeachotherand

otherstuffIdon'twanttomention"Isaid,therewas

alumpinmythroat.Iwassuddenlyfeelinghot.The

waitercamebackwithmywaterjustintime.I

retrievedthebottlefromhishandwhilehewas

gettingitopened."Thanks,youcanleave"Isaid

pouringitintotheglasshehadbrought."Youcan

goaheadandsaysex,isthedildothatgoodthat

you'dactuallyleavethereallydickforit"heasked."

That'sjustit,didn'tyourmotherteachyoutohave

goodmanners.Disgustingmarn."Iexclaimedpissed.

"ShedidagoodJobonthatdepartmentbutthen

againmyfathertaughtmetocallaspadeaspade

andashovelashovel"hesaidwithnoregrets.The

sushicamearound,wediggedin.Iwasstarvingto

death."Youmightwanttoslowdownbeforeyou

chock"hesaidbutIpretendedasifIdidn'thearhim.

IwipedmylipsafterIfeltfullanddrankuptheglass

ofwater."NowthatIamdoneeatingcanIgohome"

Isaidleaningbackwards."Notsofast....thatdress

looksperfectonyou,justlikeihadimagined."He

complicatedmewithalotsofstinkingattitude



though."Whateverman"Isaidrollingmyeyes.He

paidthebillafterwesatthereforanotherhour,

talkinguselessthings.Wegotintothislimousine

backanditdroveoff."Imustsay,youaresucha

fastquieter"hesaid."Whatdoyoumean"Iasked."

Onedayyou'llknow,whenwe'reolderandlooking

backtothismomenttogether.Afterourfivekids

havegivenus10grandchildren"hesaidstaringat

me.Icouldfeelhislookspiercingthroughmyskin."

Dreamongrandpa"Isaid.Fromtheviewoutsidethe

windowIcouldtellthathewastakingmehome.An

hourlaterwereachedthere,thewindowrolleddown

andicheckinwiththesecurityincharge.Thecar

stoppedInfrontofmyhouse.Heopenedthedoorfor

meandgotoutintheprocess."IhopeIneversee

youagain"Isaidwalkingawayfromhim."Heystop!"

Hesaid,kindofscreamed.Scaredmeintheprocess.

"Whatnow"Iaskedturningaround."Whatisthison

yourhead,don'tmove.Ithinkit'saspider"hesaid.

Mywholebodyjustfroze,Ihadphobiaofspiders.I

feltmyadrenalinerush,myheartthundering..He

movedcloserandcloseruntilhewas4inchsfrom

me."Pleasegetitoff,please"Ipleadedwithmy



eyesclosed.AndthenIfelthislipsonmine.Iwasso

shocked,Iquicklyopenedupmyeyes.Iwas

dumbfoundedbutthenIcamebacktome,Ipushed

himawaywithsomuchfury."Whatdoyouthinkyou

aredoing?"Iaskedsoangry."Givingyouagood

nightkiss...goodnightmylady."Hesaidblowingme

akiss.Ijustshowedhimmymiddlefinger."Don't

youthinkit'stooearlyforfucking,havesome

decencyit'sourfirstdateafterall."Hesaidwitha

smirk."Fuckyou,youpervertedsonofabitch"I

cursed."LikeIsaidbefore,it'stooearlyforthat.

Maybewecanfuckonourthirddate"hesaid

sarcastically.Ifeltlikestranglinghim."Ohhyou

forgetthis"saidthrowingmemypurse,whichIdidn't

forgetbecauseIdidn'thaveit.Whichherecentlygot

fromthedriver.Iopenedthedoorandgotinsidethe

housesofrustrated.

................................................................

Narrated

Salvatore,CoraandNinaweresittinginDrDavis's

office3dayslater.Cora'sheartwaspoundingheavily,

Salvatoreimpatientlywaiting,Ninasorelaxedand



breastfeedinghernewbornbaby."Sowhatdoesit

say"Salvatoreaskedasthedoctorhadopenedthe

DNAresultsenvelope."CongratulationsMr

Salvatore,theresultsstatethat99,99%you'rethe

father."DrDavissaid.Corawasdrumstick,the

wordskeptplayingoverandoveragaininherhead,

herpalmssweaty.Heartthundering,eventhough

shehadactedbraveandsupportiveofthewhole

babything.Somepartofherstillwishedandhoped

thatthebabywouldn'tbeSalvatore's."Letmesee"

Salvatorehalfsnappednotbelievingwhatthedoctor

hadsaid.Hesnatchedthepaperfromthedoctorand

sawtheresultsforhimself."Iamthefather?"He

saideyesshrieked."Nowthatweallknowthetruth

canmybabygetnamed"Ninasaidoutofnowhere."

Shutupnina"Salvatoresaidreadingtheresultsone

moretime."Excuseme"Corasaidgettingupand

gettingoutoftheoffice.Sheranintotheelevatoras

soonasshegotout."Corawait"Salvatorecalledout

butCorawaslonggonebythen.Shetookataxito

theHPstudent'sbuildingandgotunderashower

whenshegotthere.Meanwhilewhile,"cayoutake

ushomenow."Ninasaid.Salvatoredidn'thavethe



energytodealwithher.Hedrovethemtoher

apartmentanddrovestraighthome.Itwasnopoint

followingcora,hedecidedtolethercalmdownand

takeitallin."Whereisshe"heaskedoneofthe

bodyguards."Shejustgotintothebuildingsir"he

said."Keepacloseeyeonher,makeshedoesn'tdo

anythingstupid"heordered."Yessir''hesaid.

Salvatorethenhungup.
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Salvatore'sPOV LikeI

saidthebabyismine"Isaidrunningmyhandonmy

hair."HowisNinacopyingwithallofthis"grandma

askedconcernedaboutCora.Mygrandparentshad

comeatwodaysago.Butgrandpachosetogoand

livewithhissonwhohappenstobemyfather."I

don'tknowgrandma,shetookoffbeforewecould

talk"Isaidsighingheavilyandleaningbackonthe

couch."Idon'tknowhowshe'sgoingtoseeme

afterallthis,sheisjusttooyoungtobea

stepmother.She'sakidherself,sheisjusttoogood

forme.Youshouldhaveseenhowwewerearguing

aboutthebabynamesthatnight.Itwasasifthe



babyishers.Whatifshedoesn'twantanythingtodo

withmeanymore.I'vebrokeherheartacoupleof

timesnow.Youknow,shetendstoletgoofthe

thingsthathurther.Icannotloseher,Leiél'unica

regionepercupilcorebatteencoraNelPatti(sheis

theonlyreasonmyheartbeatswithinmychest)."I

said,thethoughtthatshemightwanttotakeabreak

fromusorevenworsebreakupwithmekeptrunning

inmymind."FromwhatI'veseen,shewillnotbe

abletolivewithoutyou.Icouldtellfromthewayshe

waslookingatyoubackinRome.Sheisyour

soulmate.Shemightrunandhidebutshewill

alwayscomebacktoyou.AndIthinkshehascooled

downenoughyoumustgoandtalktoher"shesaid

lookingatherwristwatch.Itwas17:28pm."Howdo

youknowallthatstuff"Iaskedcuriously."Well,I

wasonceyoungtoo.Itoohappenedtofallinlovea

coupleoftimes.Andtheloveyouhaveforeach

otherisablessing.It'ssorareinthesedays."She

explained"goalready"shesaidslappingmeslightly

onthecheek."I'llseeyouton...soon"Isaid

thoughtfully.ShejustgiggledandItookmycarkeys

andleft.



................................................................

Cora'spov

Idon'tknowwhenIhadfallenasleepbutIwas

wokenupbysomeoneshakingmybody.Iopenedup

myeyes,rubbedthemandsetupstraight.Ihada

noseblock,"hey"hesaidlookingatme.Icouldsee

pityinhiseyes.Istoodupandwalkedtothe

bathroom,peed,washedmyfaceandbrushedmy

teeth.Icamebacktothebedroomandsatdownon

bed."Whatareyoudoinghere?"Iaskedsighing.He

didn'tanswermyquestion.wesetlikethat,in

silence.Hetookoffhiswhitesneakersandgot

closertome.Iwasleaningonthewall.Hesetcloser

andleanedbackonthewalllikeIwas.Heheldmy

handbutdidn'tsayanything."You'vebeencryingIl

miocuerobatte"hesaid.Ididn'tsayanything."Your

pillowcaseiswet."Headded.Ijustsighedwithout

sayinganything.Ididn'tknowwhattosayorhowto

reacttowardshim.Butmytearssaidalot,Iheldhis

handbackandtightenedthegrip."I'msorry"hesaid

afterawhile."Sowhatnow?,Areyougoingtoleave



me.Iknowit'stoomuchtotake,Iwouldn'tblame

you'"hesaidsoundingsosaid.Heleanedhishead

ontopofmine."Evenifiwantedto,Iwouldn'tbe

ableto.Mylifefeelsmiserablewithoutyouinit.I

can'trememberwhatitwaslikebeforeyoucame.It

feelslikeI'veknownyouforyears.Qui.Het'aime

totalenemy,trendrementtragiquement.Famille

parfaitsoupas,jet'ime,quoiquéilarriveL'Amour

n'estpuspéché,etjevoussomepairl'eternite.(I

loveyoutotally,tenderly,tragedicaly.Iloveyouno

matterwhatandIloveyouforeternity"Isaidtears

streamingdownmyface.HetitledmyheadsothatI

lookedathim.Hekissedmethroughmytears."Te

amoIlmiocuerobatte"hesaidwithsomuchlove

andaffection.RightthereIknewthathewasmy

lifeline,myrideordie.Heholdmetightagainsthis

chest.Igotoutofhisembraceandlookedhiminthe

eyes.Hewipedawaymytears."Idon'tliketosee

youcry"hesaidseriously.Isighedsoftlyand"howis

grandma?"Iaskedtryingtodiverttheintense

feelingsandemotions."She'sfine,thebaptism

ceremonyistomorrowmorning,wouldyouplease

comewithme"heasked.Inoddedemotionless,it



wasaWednesday."I'mhungry"Isaidstandingup

andhestooduptoo."I'llorderpizza,canwetalka

bit"hesaidstandingInfrontofme."Talk?,About"I

askedconfused."Yeah,sitdown"heasked,madea

phonecalltoorderpizza.hethensetdownafterthat.

"Wehaven'ttalkedabouthowyoureallyfeelabout

thiswholething.Wemustfigureawayforward,

discusshowthewholebabythingisgoingtowork"

hesaidasweweresittingontheedgeofthebed."

Aren'tyousupposedtobediscussingthatwiththe

motherofthechild"Iaskedeyebrowsraised."I

don'tknowhowIfeelaboutallofthis,I'llknowas

thetimegoesby.ImustsaythatIwashurtwhenthe

resultswereread.Ifeltsobetrayedandcheated

eventhoughit'snotlikethat.IguessIjusthavebad

fate."Iadded."Mmh,Iwanttodiscussthevisiting

arrangements.WillitbeokaywithyouifIgoto

Nina'stoseethebaby."Heasked."Idon'tknow

Alonzo!"IsaidalittlebitlouderthanIintended."

Sorry"Isaidsighingsoftly."Thatwasunnecessary,

I'mjustaskingbecauseIdon'twanttoencounter

anyproblemswithyouinthefuture.YouknowwhatI

amleaving."hesaidstandingup."IknowandIam



sorryforraisingmyvoice"Isaidstandingupand

hugginghimfrombehind.Myhandsonhischest,"

andnoIdon'twanttoseeyouwiththatwomen,I

don't.She'sjustsocunning.Youcouldgoandget

thebabyonthedaysyou'dagreeon,comebackto

yourhouseandI'dcometoassistyou"Isaidleaning

myheadonhisback."Thismeansthatyoudon't

trustme"hesaidpissedoff."No,Ido.It'sherthatI

don'ttrust"Isaidholdinghimtightly."Ijustdon't

wanttoloseyou,you'remyhomeJoaquin"Isaid,

actingsovulnerableanddesperate.Ihatedit,Ihated

thefeeling.Ihatedlifeit'self.Heturnedaroundand

heldmetight."It'sokay,it'sokay"hesaid."We'll

findawaytosettlethingsright,I'dneverdreamof

cheatingonyouletaloneleaveyouforanother

woman.You'remyheartbeat"hesaidsqueezingme.

IwonderedwhatlifewouldhavebeenlikeifIdidn't

meethimthatfatefulnight,maybeI'dstillhavehad

mysanityandcontrolovermyself.MaybeI'dstill

havebeensocluelessaboutunconditionallove,

maybeI'dstillbecluelessaboutthehollowbitter

scaryfeelingoflosinghim.Iwouldn'thavecried

somuchjustinfewmonths.Westayedlikethatfor



whatfeltlikeeternity.Hekissedmeallovermyface,

plantingasmileonmyface."Howaboutweforget

aboutthatpizzaandItakeyouout"hesaidholding

mytinywaist."I'dlikethat"Isaidsmiling."Let'sgo

then"hesaid."WiththeseclothesI'mwear"Iasked

eyebrowsraised."Whatarepeoplegoingtothink"I

added"youknow,yougottastopthinkingaboutwhat

peoplethinkratherfocusonwhatyouthinkof

yourself.Putyoursleepersonandlet'sgo.

[6/3,14:45]Lynne:Continuing

Cora'spov

Hetookmetosomefancyrestaurant.Wewerethe

onlyonewearingoutofplaceclothesbuthedidn't

giveadamn.HewaswearingwhiteJordanretro

sneakersandpumatracksuits.Iwaswearingmy

whitelosesweaterandleggings,myhairwaskindof

messy.Afterwewerefinishedhavingdinnerhe

suggestedthatwedrivearoundthecitywithoutany

destination,theradiowasplayingonthelowprofile.

It'swastheEastcoastradioandtheywereplaying

the80—90ssongs.Itwaslikeadream,Ihad

forgottenaboutallmyworries,itwasjusthimandI.



"WhatdoesAlonzomean?"Iaskedoutofnowhere.I

wasjustcuriousandIlovedthename."Whydoyou

ask?''heaskedglancingatme."I'mjustasking,

answermealready."Isaidimpatiently."Okay!...it

meansnobleandready"hesaidchucklingcasually."

Wow..."That'sallIcouldsay."It'squiteme,isn't"he

saidsoarrogantly."Don'tflirtteryourselfMr

Salvatore"Isaidrollingmyeyes."You'rejealous,I

havesuchacoolname"hesaidwithsomuch

attitude."Ishouldn'thaveasked,getoverit"I

dramaticallysaid,annoyed."Whatdoesyourname

mean?"Heasked."You'remyboyfriendyoushould

know''Isaid."Awwh,isthatso?.Ifsothenhow

comeyoudidn'tknowmyname"heaskedmaking

sense."Okay,Iguesswe'reeven"Isaidhandsraised

up."It'sfromaSpanishname,Corazon.Which

meansheart,Corameansheart,maiden"Iexplained.

"Mmh,Ishouldhaveknown.Thisprovesit,you

reallyaremyheartbeat.MyCorabeat"hesaid

makingmelaugh."MyCorabeat?whatthe.Ilike"il

miocuerobatte"really.Thewayyoupronounceit

withyouItalianaccentsetsbutterflyinmytummy"I

saidgiggling."Ohhwow,finallysheadmits.Inever



thoughtI'dhearthis"hesaidhittingthestarring

wheelwithsomuchjoyandmadness."Whatthe...I

alsodidnotknowthatIwasinlovewithamadman"

Isaidgiggling,eyespoppedout."LikereallyCora,

youneverpraiseme.Letalonecomplimentme.

SeriouslythoughIamtheonlyonewhodoesthatin

thisrelationship"hesaidnotsolaughing."That'sa

lie,Idopraiseyou,rememberthetimewhenI

complimentedyoureyesandthetimewhenI,wheni,

when—OKyou'reright.ButIdoitinternally."Ifinally

admittedafterfailingtorememberthetimeswhenI

complimentedhim."Ialsowanttohearit,likeI

alwayscomplimentyourhourglassfiberandyour

prettyface."Hesaid."ButAlonzo"Isaidsulking

dramatically."Besidesyoualreadyknowthatyou

haveabodytodiefor,thebeautifuleyesthesmile

thatturnsmeon."Isaidseductively.IswearIsaw

himblush,Iguessedmanalsolikestobepraised."

Goon,I'mlistening"hesaidsmiling."Themagical

voiceandItalianaccentthatsendselectricshocks

tomyspine.ThegiantcucumberthatIlove"Isaid

thegiggledintheend."Giantcucumber?"Heasked

eyebrowsraised."Yeah,thethirdlegthatmakesme



loseallmysenses"Isaidandheburstedinto

laughter."Ididn'tknowthatjuniorhere,alreadyhas

aname"hesaidgiggling."Weshouldnameourfirst

daughterCorazon"hesaidoutofnowhere."What

daughter,Iain'tgivingyouanybabiesmister,you

wanttoruinmyperfectfigure"Isaidsosessy."We

shallseeaboutthat"hedaredme."Knowwhat,

makethat2girlsand4boys"hesaidmakingmyEd

eyestopop."Youwanttogetmyvalleyoffire

wrinkleddeadflesh.Howselfishofyouandthen

you'dstartsayingthingslikeit'snothotanymore.

You'dstartlookingatotherwomen"Isaideyes

poppedout."Ohhpoorvalleyoffire"hesaidgiggling,

Icouldnothelpbutlaugh.Wedroveinsilencefora

while."I'mhappy,infactyoumakemehappy"Isaid

thinkingoutloud."Ido?"Hesaiditmorelikea

statement.InoddedeyessparklingwithJoy."Ohh,I

totallyforgotaboutthetherapysessions"I

exclaimedremembering."Don'tworryIcalledthe

doctorearlierandtoldhimwewouldn'tbeableto

makeittonight"hrsaidandIsighedinrelief."Let's

gotomyapartmentnow,it'squitelate"Isaidlooking

atthetime."ButIamstillenjoyingthislovelydrive,



beingwithyou.Thiscarefreeandhappy.Let'stake

anotheronehourandthenwecandrivetoyour

place.Haveahotsteamysessionbeforewegoto

bed"hesaidsonaughty."Ahh,ain'twemeetingup

withthepastortomorrow.Thebabiesbaptism

ceremony?"Iasked."Yes,we're,whatdoesthat

havetodowithourprivatebedroomsession?"He

asked."IhavetobecleanInfrontoftheLord,it

doesn'tfeelrighttogetengagedinsuchactivities

andthengotochurchinthefollowingmorning"I

explained."You'rekiddingright?"Heasked

unbelievinglyglancingatme."No,I'mserious"Isaid.

"Finebutaftertheceremony,I'mtakingyoutomy

penthouses"hesaidalittlebitupset."TomorrowI

havebacktobackclassesIneedtoattend.I'llfinish

around16:00pmandtheI'dhavetostudyforthe

testwhichI'llbewritingonThursday."Iexplained,"

that'sfullytwoweeksofnothavingsex,you're

starvingmeCora"hesaidupset."I'msorrybaby

wami."Isaidputtingmyarmaroundhisshoulder."

Maybewewillseeeachotheraftertheparty"Isaid,

playingwithhisear."There'sanafterpartyafterthe

party"hesaidsighing."We'dhavetheweekendto



ourselvesthen.I'llnotgohome.Wewillmakelove

untilweloseconsciousness.Ipromise"Isaid."

That'salottopromise,it'sadeathsentence"hesaid

kiddingly.

..............................,.................................

WewereattheCatholicChurchearlyinthemorning

beforeIcouldgotoschoolaround10;00am.Nina

hadthebabyinherarms,shushinghim.Ihaven't

gottenachancetoseethebaby.Shewaswearinga

blackknee-lengthsimpledress.Iwaswearingan

anklelengthWhiteflaredresswithredbottoms.I

wassittingdownnexttograndma,grandpaandMr

Salvatoreseniorweresittingnexttoeachother.

SalvatoreandNinawerestandingInfrontofthe

Catholicpriest,whowassprinklingthebabywith

holywater.Hedrewacrossonthebaby'sforehead

usingtheholyoil.Hethenputahandonthebabies

foreheadandblessedhim."Fullnamesofthebaby

please"thepriestaskedstandingInfrontofthe

podiumandwritingonsomething.Thebaptism

certificate,Iguessed."LorenzoMongeziSalvatore"

Alonzosaid.Iwasquitesurprisedbythat,Imustsay.



"Thegodfatherandmothermaycomeforward"the

priestsaidbutnoonestoodup."FatherandCora

wouldyoupleasecomeforward"Joaquinsaid

withoutevenlookingatus."Whatdoyouthinkare

youdoing?"Ninaaskedpissedoff.MySalvatoreand

Istoodupandwenttostandinlinealongwiththem.

"Ninaplease"Salvatoresaidthroughgrittedteeth."

Here'sthegodmotherandfatherpriest"Salvatore

said.Thepriestputhishandsontopofourheads

andblessedus.Theceremonywasfinishedaround

8:00andwewalkedoutsidethechurch."Father,

meetmygirlfriendCora"Salvatoreintroducedmeto

hisfatherwhotookmyhandandkissedit."It'snice

tofinallygettomeetthefamousCora"hesaid,so

charming."It'snicetomeetyoutoosir,Joaquinhas

toldmealotaboutyou"Isaidwithasmile.I

guessednoonecouldcheatfate.Weweresupposed

tomeetuponFridaybutweendedupmeetingup

soonerthanthat."Youmustreallybeaqueenof

heartstohavemanagedtomelthisfrozenheart"he

saidhittingJoaquin'schest."Papa,myheartwas

notfrozen.Itwasjustsecuredandwaitingforherto

enterthecorrectpassword"hesaid.NowIknew



wherehegotthecharmingcharacter."Whateveryou

sayson."Hesaidsmiling.Theyhadthesameeyes."

I'llseeyouonFridaymybeautifuldaughterin-law"he

saidleaving."She'sminepal,holdyourhorses"

Salvatoresaidwarningly."RadjathatSir"Mr

Salvatoresaidsalutinglikeasoldier.Ninawas

waitingnearthecarwhilethegrandparentswere

insidewiththepriest."Let'sgoalready"shesaid

irritated.Webothgiggledandwentovertothecar.

ThegrandparentshadoneofSalvatore'sdrivers

drivingtheminalimo."GetintothelimousineNina,

I'mgoingtodropCoraatschool"hesaidholdingmy

handaswewalkedtowardsthecar."ButIcamein

thiscar"shehuffedangrily.Thethreeofushad

cameinthesamecare."Youknowwhat,finegetin"

Salvatoresaidirritated."Holdthebaby"shesaid

givingthebabytoSalvatore.Hetookthebaby,she

openedupthedoorandgotin.That'swhenIgotthe

chancetolookatthebabyproperly,hewasbeautiful.

"Mybabyplease"shesaidspitefulbecauseIwas

lookingatthebaby.Salvatoregavehimthebaby,

openedthedoorformeandIgotin.Hegotinand

droveoff.



[6/3,14:45]Lynne:Page34

Salvatore'sPOV

IparkedoutsidetheuniversityofJohannesburg,I

gotoutandopenedthedoorforIlmiocuerobatte."

Youlookextrahottoday''Isaidasshegotout.She

tookherbagandclosedthedoor."Youdon'tlook

badyourself"shesaidsmiling."Areyousurewe

can'tgetaprivateroom"Iaskedpinningheragainst

thecar."Babe!Ihaveaclassin30minutes"she

saidlookingatherwristwatch.Mygiantcucumber

washardening.Sheputherbagdownandputher

handsaroundmyneck,herfingersmassagingthe

backofmyhead."Wewillgetaprivateroomon

Fridaynight,IpromisebutfornowIhavetogoto

class."Shesaidgivingmeapeckonthelips.Igot

evenmoreclosertohersothatshe'dfeelme."Feel

whatyou'vedonetome"Isaidlookingdownather,"

thisisnotfair"shecomplained,herbreathing

hitched."CanIgonow?"Sheaskedlookingaway."

CanIgetagoodbyekiss?"Iasked.Shelookedatme

withhelplessness.Itookhersoftlipsintomine,

invadedhermouthwithmytongue,wewereFrench



kissing.Shetriedtoresistbutsheendedupgivingin.

Myhandsmovedfromherwaisttoherhugebutt.I

wassqueezingit,shewasmoaning.Makingmy

juniortobulgeoutevenmore."Mmh...Joaquin.

Stop!"Shesaidtryingtogetoutofmygrip.Icould

tellbythelookofherbodylanguagethatshewasas

muchasturnedonasIwas."Stopit...I'llcallyou

later."Shesaidinhertinylittlevoice."Iloveyou"I

calledoutasshewaswalkingaway."Iloveyou"she

saidafterlookingbackatme.Igotinsidethecar

andstartedtheengine.Idroveaway."Whatdoyou

seeinher?"Ninaaskedafteralongtimeofsilence,I

wascaughtupinmydreamland."Excuseme!"Isaid

lookingatherthroughtherearviewmirror."She

can'tevenhandleyou,lookatthewaysheranaway.

Sochildish,howoldisshe,16?''sheaskeddo

seriously."Icoulddobetterthanher,Iloveyou

Salvatore.Justcomebacktomeandwecanbea

family.Justyou,meandLorenzo"shesaidsolemnly

thatIalmostthoughtshewasmad.Shelookedlike

shewasabouttocry."Nina,youtriedtotrapme

withthebaby.Youdidthistoyourselfwhenyou

chosetomakeaholeinthatcondom.Icannever



loveyou,Ineverdid.I'monlytoleratingyoubecause

ofmyson.IloveCora,justgetoverit"Imanagedto

saywithoutshouting."Shemakesmefeelalive,she

makesmewanttobeabetterperson."Iadded."

Ohhpleasethat'sjustpathetic"shesaidsoskankly

rollinghereyes."Wemusttalkabouthowweare

goingtospendtimewiththeLorenzo"Isaid

changingthesubject,itwasnousetryingtoreason

withher.''finally,Ican'tevensleepatnightwhenhe

cries"shesaidsoundingsoirritated."I'llcomeback

withmylawyertoyourplacearound15:00.Wewill

signanagreementform"Iaddedignoringwhatshe

justsaid."IthinkI'llneedanannyfortheLorenzo,he

drivesmenutssometimes"shesaidseriously."

Nina,you'reonmaternityleave,whatdoyouneeda

nannyforwhenyou'realwayshome.You'renot

gettinganynanny,it'shardlybeenaweeksincethe

babyhasbeenbornandyou'realreadythrowing

tantrums."Isnappedabit.IwassoangrybutIdidn't

channelallmyangerbecausetherewasababyon

board."Ialsoneedabreak,besidesIamgoingback

toworkintwomonthstime.Iwillneedananny.I

mightaswellstartgettingonenow"shesaid,she



knewbetterthantoshoutatme."Wewillcrossthat

bridgewhenwegetthere"Isaidparkinginthe

parkinglotofthebuildingshelivedin.Igotoutof

thecarandopenedthedoorforthem.Itookthe

babyfromherarms,shegotoutwiththetwobags.

Oneforhersandoneforthebaby.Sheclosedthe

doorandIlockedthecarwiththeremotecontroller

key.Iwalkedtowardstheelevatorandpressedthe

buttonforittoopenup.Wewaitedforawhileand

thentheelevatoropened.Iwasbusylookingatmy

handsomeson,whowassleeping.Hislipspouted,

rightthereIfellinlovewithhim.IknewI'ddo

absolutelyanythingtokeephimsafeandhappy.She

pressedthebuttonofherfloorandtheelevator

closed,wentup.Wewalkedtoherapartment,which

hadasittingroom,kitchen,diningroom,2bedrooms

and1bathroom."Heyboy,papaishere"Isaid

lookingatthebabywhohadsuddenlyopenedhis

eyes.Hehadblackcoloredeyes,fromhermotherI

guessed."Wouldyoulikesometea"Ninaasked."

Nothanks"IsaidplayingwithLorenzo.Hewasso

cuteandtooquiet,helookedtooseriousfora4days

oldbaby.Iplayedwithhimforawhile,Iwasn'teven



sittingdown.Shewaswatchinghavingteawith

biscuits.Iwaiteduntilshefinished."Takecareof

him,Ihavetogo"Isaidgivingherthebaby."You're

leavingalready"sheaskedsoundinghurt."Ihave

gotbusinessestorun"Isaidasshetookthebaby."

You'regoingbacktoherain'tyou"sheshouted,the

babycrieduponhearingnoises."Whatthe?...Are

youcrazy.There'sababyinhereforfuckerssake"I

saidthroughgrittedteeth."Takecareofthebaby,I

haveameetinginanhour"Isaidleaving.Ireallyhad

anagentmeetingwithoneofmyunderground

clients.HewasfromDubaiandthenafterthatIhad

tomeetupwithGeorge,mylawyer.

................................................................

"Andyouattended?"Amandaaskedaswewere

sittinginthesittingroomwiththegirls."Yeah,Ilove

him.BesidesIt'snotlikehecheatedonme"Isaid

shruggingmyshoulders."Ibetyouwould've

forgivenhimevenifhedid.Lookingatyouleavingall

thishotnessforthatuglynigga"Lethusaidreferring

toherself."Withallduerespectbaby,IthinkMr



Musclesiswaymorehotterthanyou"Amandasaid

clearingherthroat.Ijustlaughedoutloud."Shutup

youtraitor"Lethushouted.Makingthebothofus

laughevenmorelouder.Itwasaround16:15pm,I

hadjustcamefromclass15minutesago.Ihad

freshenedupalittlebitandjoinedthemloversinthe

sittingroomofoursmallapartment.Amandahad

liedtoLethuaboutthekidnappedandworseshe

mademeapartofthatlie.SheconvincedLethuthat

iswasjustaprank,SalvatoreandIkidnappedher

justtoscareher.AndwhenshecalledIpretendedto

beworried.Yeahitwould'vebeenagoodprankonly

ifitwasnotalie.AndwhyAmandawouldlikefor

thatjerkcalledMichael,Ididn'tknow.Anyways,

therewasaknockonthedooraround16:20andI

openedup,itwasJoaquinwhoihadbeenwaiting

for.''sorryIamlate"hesaidbeforeheevenentered.

"Letmegoandgetmyhandbag"Isaidashegotin.

"Youmustbethegirlwhotriedtosnatchmywife

fromme"hesaidpointingatLethu."Indeed,it'sme

inflash"Lethusaidsoboyish.Iwentandcameback

withmybag."IthinkyouandMichaelshouldmeet,

whatdoyouthinkAmanda"Salvatoresaidlookingat



Amandawhowasdumbfounded."Alonzo,let'sgo"I

saidpullinghisarm."SeeyousoonMandy"hesaid

laughing.Weleft,"whatwasthatabout"Iasked

sighingasweenteredintotheelevator."Relax,iwas

justkidding"hesaidcasually."Thatwasnotcool,

anywaystriedtocallyoubutyourphonewasnot

goingthrough.Whathappened"Iaskedarmsfolded

aroundmychest."Ohh,Ishouldhavetoldyouearlier

inthemorning.Ihadameetingwithmyclient

around11:00andfrom13:00Ihadtomeetupwith

mylawyerandNina"heexplained."Nina?"Iasked.I

wasaboutthedivisionofLorenzo'stimemonthly"he

explained."Howdidthatworkout"Iasked.Ignoring

thefactthathedidn'tevenletmeknowearlier."

Perfectlyfineactually,Ididn'texpectthatbutthere

wasnodramaconsideringthefactthatitconcerned

Nina.Iwasquitesurprised.We'vegot15dayseach"

hesaid."Ohh,sohowareyougoingtomanagewith

thebaby.Areyougoingtohireananny"Iasked

curiously."Theprocesswillstartintwomonths

time,whenNinawillbegoingbacktowork"hesaid.

"Ohh,OK"Isaidaskingnofurtherquestions,Iwas

somadatconstantlyhearingthename'nina'."How



wasschool"heaskedaswegotintothecar."

Schoolwasschool,nothingspecialexceptthewe

wehavelotsofworksincethetestandassignments

arehere"Isaidsighingheavily,Iwasjustsotired.I

neededabreakfromeverything,"youlooklikeyou

coulduseabreak"hesaidreadingmymind.I

noddedmyeyesclosed.Hebuckledmeupand

drovetothephycologist'soffice.Thesessionswent

outperfectlyfineexceptforthefactthatforthefirst

timeIheardtheKylieSmithstory.Ihadtodealwith

thealiveNinaandthenitwasthedeadKylie.How

muchcanonepersontake,hementionedthatthe

dayIchasedhimawayhewenttohergraveand

criedoverthere.Iwasjustsopuzzledbythewhole

story,IwasremindedofwhathisfriendfromItaly

hadsaid."Areyouok"heaskedputtinghishandon

mythighashewasdrivingmebacktomyapartment.

"Yeah,yeah.I'mfine"Isaidgettingbacktoplanet

earth."Haveyouhadsomethingtoeat,heasked

lookingconcerned."Yeah,Ihaveasandwichduring

brunchtime."Isaid,lookingatthebeautifullightsof

thecity."Hedidn'tsayanythingbutdrovetoa

restaurantandwehaveafullmealandthenhe



droppedmeoffatmyapartment,drovetohishouse.

Itookaquickshowerandgotstartedonmybooks.I

sleptaround01:00am.

................................................................

ThetestwasaneasyAforme.Igotbacktothe

apartmentafteritbesides.Ihadnoclassesafterit."

Itwasaround13:00Iwastryingtotakeanapwhen

Amandawalkedintomybedroommakingnoise."

Whatthefuck..."Icursedsittingupright."Girlget

yourhandbag,I'mtakingyouout"shesaidsobubbly.

"Amanda,Iwastosleepplease"Isaidsulking."

What'supwithyou,you'vebeensobusylatelythat

youforgotaboutyourlittletwinsister"shesaid

lookingupset."Ok,justonehour.Ihaveatherapy

sessionsIneedtoattend"Isaidgoingtothe

bathroom."Richpeople,youguyshavemoneyto

waste.Youlookjustfinetome.Youdon'tneeda

psychologisttellingyoushit"shesaid,"wetalked

aboutthis,please"Isaid.Puttingalittlebitof

makeupandfixingmycurlyhair."Sorry''shesaid.I

changedintoskinnyjeansandbootsalongwiththe

sweaterIwaswearingtheotherday.Wewentto



MugandBean,wehadtheirscrumptioushuge

muffinandcappuccino.Iswearnomuffintasteslike

theirs."SheaskedyouaboutMichael"Iasked

giggling."Yeah,Iwassoshaking.Ialmostpeedon

myself.Shecanbeveryintimidating"shesaid

giggling."Whatdidyousay"Iaskedcuriously."

SomethinglikeMichaelwasagayguy.Can't

rememberexactly"shesaidthoughtfully."Michael

shouldhearthis"Isaidwithanaughtysmile."No,no.

Youwouldn'tdare.Don'teventhinkaboutit,you

wantthatcrazylunatictokillme"shesaidshaking

herhead....."Theguysaidyoulooksimilartohis

deadex"sheasked."Notexactly,hesaidIdidcrazy

stuffandmoanedlikeherwhenIeat"Isaid,

confusedmyself."Haveyoutalkedtohimaboutit,I

meanhaveyouaskedhim"sheaskedsoserious."

No,I'mafraidofwhathisanswermightbe"Isaid

softly."Ithinkyoushould"shesaid.
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Itwasaround20:30,wewerecomingfromthe

session,itwassoquietinthecar."Why...—"wesaid

atthesametime."Yougofirst"Isaidclearingmy

throat."No,ladiesfirst"hesaid."Whydoyoulove

meJoaquin,Imeanthemainreason."Iasked

seriously."Whereisthiscomingfrom"heasked

givingmeaweirdsideglance."Pleasejustanswer

me"Isaidnotwantingtodivertfromthequestion."

No,reallyIwanttoknowwhyyouaresuddenly

askingmethis.We'vebeenthroughthisCora"he

saidwithahighpitchedvoice."Doyouloveme

becauseIremindyouofKylieSmith.Isthatwhy

you'vebeensogenerousandkindtome.Haveyou

beenpretendingtolovemethiswholetime.Cause

reallyIcannotseemtofindareasonwhyamanlike

youcouldpossiblyfallforagirllikeme.Considering

thefactthatIwasaprostitute,Ihighlydoubtit."I

saidalittlebitlouderthanIintended."Tell,Iwant

thewholetruth,I'lltakeitlikeastrongwomanthatI

am"Isaidbutthewasalumpinmythroat,Iwasjust

puttingonabraveacting,therewasnowaythatI



couldhandlethetruth."Youwantthetruth?"Hesaid

pissed."Yes"Isaidinahuskyvoice."Yes,thereare

thingsthatremindedmeofKyliewhenwefirstmet.

ButyoualsohadyourspecialuniquequalitiesthatI

love.Youactedsomatureandbravebutyetso

childish.Iloveyouforyou,I'vetoldyouthisbefore"

hesaidparkingthecaronthesideoftheroad."IfI

didn'tloveyou,ifIwantedtoreplaceKylietrustme

dearyouwouldn'tevenbeherewithme.Iwouldn't

evenhaveagreeduponseeingapsychologist.I

wouldhaveboughtyoufromtheauction,clearlyyou

don'tknowme.Andpleasestoptellingmeaboutthe

prostitutionthing,IalreadyknewthatwhenIwas

busysearchingforyou.Whatdoyoureallywant

frommesothatyoucouldseethatIloveyou,doyou

wantmetogetwaterfromthemoon?"Heasked

huffing.Iwasjustlookingathim,blinkingacouple

oftimes."Iagreedtoattendthistherapytreatment

becauseIwantedtogetoverher,hermemories.The

guilt"hesaidsaidmilesawayfromplanetearth."Do

youstillloveher"Iaskedinatinyvoice.Helookedat

meforawhilebeforeansweringmyquestion."I

don'tknow,maybeIdo.She'sapartofme,shewas



thefirstgirlI'velovedbutIloveyoumore"hesaid.

MyheartjustsinkedandInodded.Notknowing

whattodowiththeinformationIhadjustgot."You

knowthatherdeathwasn'tyourfault,right?"Isaid

holdinghishand."I'mtryingtoconvincemyselfthat

itwasn't,thatitisn't.BelievemeIam"hesaidso

emotionallyexhaustedandwrackedup.actuallythe

wholestorywasfinishedonthatday,hehadtaken

KylieSmithout.Itwasherbirthdaybutshewasnot

allowedtogoout.Evenhewasnotallowedtogoout

butbeingyoungandstupidtheysneakedoutand

wenttoaclub.theywerecomingbackatnight,they

weredrunk,theygotintoacaraccident,theylateron

foundoutthattheircarwastemperedwithbutby

thenitwastoolateshewasalreadydead.Ithit

Salvatoresohardthatheindulgedhimselfindrugs,

wenttoarehab.Camebackandavengedherdeath.

Thatwashowhestartedtobeagangster.Hekilled

alotofmenincludingTheDon'sfather,whowas

involvedinKylie'sdeath.MrSalvatoreseniorandMr

SmithweregangstersandfriendsbackthenbutMr

Smithdiedafewyearsafterhisdaughterwas

murdered.Salvatore'sfathersenthimtotraining



afterhekilledthreemaninabar.Theycovereditall

upthatwaswhyhenevergotarrested.Hecame

backafter3yearsoftrainingandfinishedwhathe

hadstarted.Becameabitterbeasthewas."You

havetoforgiveyourselfinordertoheal"Isaid

tighteningthegriponhishand."Iamtrying"hesaid

................................................................

Amanda'spov

Itwasafridaymorning,Iwassleepingnaked,

snuggledupagainstthenakedLethu.Iopenedup

myeyesandfoundherstaringatme."Morning

Munchie"shesaidsmilinghappily."Mmh...That's

creepy,staringatmewhileI'masleep"Isaid

eyebrowsraised."Awungempela?"Sheasked"

Whattimeisit"Iasked.Shetookherphoneunder

thepillow."It'sfiveminutespasteight"shesaid,it

tookthephonefromherhandsjusttocheckfor

myself."Ohhshoot,whydidn'tyouwakemeup.I've

gotaclassin8:30."Iexclaimedquicklygettingout

ofbedandgoingintothebathroom."Ididn'tknow



that"shesaid.Ididmyhygieneprocessandwore

theclothesIwaswearingthelastday.Mylaptop

andschoolbackpackwastheresoshejustdrove

metoUJinherblackbike.Iattendedallmyclasses

andwhenIwasgetoutinthemaingate.Michael

wasparkedthere.Hewassittingonthebonnetof

hiscar,doingGodknowswhatonhiscellphone."

Don'teventhinkaboutit,mylady"hesaidasIwas

passingby.Iignoredhimandwalkedonbuthejust

chargedformeandgrabbedmebymyarm."Letgo

ofme"Iwhispered."Getintothecarorelse..."He

threatenedme."Orelsewhat,huh.Youwill

kidnappedmeagain?"Iaskedstaringintohiseyes."

Orelseshewillgettohavealookatthese"hesaid

showingmepicturesinhiscellphone."You-youson

ofabitch,youwouldn'tdare"Icursed."Okay,tryme"

hesaidgettinginsidethecar,livingmedrumstriken,

Ifeltlikecrying.Hehadthepicturesofuskissing

thatnight."Areyoucomingorwhat"hesaidrolling

downhisthepassengerswindowafterawhile.

Lethuwassogoingtokillmeifshesawthosepics,

besidesthatIwouldn'twanttohurtherlikethat.I

caredalotabouther,shewasmybaby.Shehad



beenthroughalotinlifeandIdidn'twanttoaddup

tohermisery.Igotinsidethecarandclosedthe

door."Whatdoyouwantfromme"IaskedafterI

hadcalmdown."Iwantyourheart"hesaid,"no

infactIwantyou,thewholeofyou.Youbelongto

me,IknewthisfromthedaythatImetyou.Youwill

beminewhetheryoulikeitornot"hesaidso

psychotic."Ohhgodsaveme,youaredefinitely

crazy,infactyou'reapsycho"Iexclaimedmyhands

onmyface."Yeah,I'mcrazyaboutyou"hesaid."

Whereareyoutakingme"Iasked."You're

accompanyingmetomyfriend'sbirthdayparty

tonight,Itakingyoutoasalonshoppingforyour

dress"hesaid,"MrMuscles'party?,AndwhatifI

refusetogo"Iaskedtastingthedeepnessofthe

water."YousawwhatI'mcapableof,worseyour

littlegirlfriendmightvisitingherancestors"hesaid

sointimidating,IguessedIhadthatthingof

attractingintimidatingpeople.Thenmyphonerang,"

Munchie,whereareyou."Lethuaskedmakingmy

hearttothunder."Someofmyfriendssaysthatthey

sawyougettingintoablack911RareTarga4s

Porsche."Shesaiditmorelikeaquestion."Yeah



that'scorrect,actually,MichaelthegayguyMr

Muscleswastalkingabouttheotherday.Hecame

topickmeup,hewantsmetoaccompanyhimtoMr

Musclespartysinceheisboyfriendlesslately.Ihope

youdon'tmindbaby"IliedbluntlyandIhatedit."

Ohhk,Ithoughtwe'dspendthetonighttogetherbut

it'scool,IguessI'llseeyouwhenyoucomeback"

shesaidsoundingsohurtanddisappointed."Ok

baby.seeyoulater"Isaidthenhungup."SonowI'm

thegayguy.Youwilldefinitelytakeayellowcardfor

this"hesaidsoserious."What'swrongwithwhatI

justsaid,besidesthatyourgenderreallyconfuses

me.Youaresuchapussy,thestinkingone"Isaidso

angrily."Youmustreallybemissingadicklately.

Whydon'tyoujustsayso,stopgivingmeendless

clues.You'reconfusingme.Ifyouwantwecould

startfuckingrightnow"hesaidwithadirtysmirkon

hisface."Fuckyou,youasshole"Icursed."Youalso

likeitintheasshole"hesaidsolemnlythatIwas

literallyredontheface.Iwassofuming.

...............................................................

Cora'sPOV



SalvatoretookmetoasalonafterIwasdonewith

myclasses,IchosetocurlupmyhairandDyitred.I

lookedfabulousandlovely.Ialsodidsomesimple

pedicureandmanicure.Afterthewebothwenttoa

sparandhadsomecouplesmassage.Wegotdone

around17;00,wehadcancelledtheappointmentwith

thepsychologistsinceitwashisbirthdayparty.Ihad

boughthimasmallgifttoo,whichIwasn'tsosure

aboutbecausehehadeverything.Thepartywas

goingtobeheldattheeventsreceptioninhisgrand

hotelParadisé.Hedidso,sothatthecouple'swho

wantedtosleepor/whoweretootiredtodrivehome

couldbooksomerooms.Hesaidthethemwasa

surprise,soIaskednofurtherquestions.Afterthe

sparwewenttohispenthousewhichwasinthe

hotel."Iwanttoseemydress"Isaidthrowing

myselfonbedaswehadjustenteredthepenthouse.

"That'snotanicewaytoaskforsomething.Say

please"hesaidtakingoffhisclothes,hewas

standingInfrontofthemirror,hisbackonme."

Please,pleaseplease"Isaidstandingupand

hugginghimfrombehind."Ican'thearyou"hesaid

withasmileonhishandsomeface."Please,please



birthdayboy"Isaidplantingkissingonhisbareback,

hewasofficiallywearingtrousersonly."Mmh,that's

morelikeit"hesaidwithahappysmileonhisface.I

waslookingathimonthemirror."HaveItoldyouto

haveahappybirthday?"Iaskedplayfully."Notreally,

yeahI'msureyouhaven't"hesaid."Wellhappy

birthdaymyloveandhappymanymoretocome.I

loveyousomuch"Isaidlookingathimonthemirror.

IwassoemotionaluponrealisinghowmuchIlove

him.Hereachedformefromhisbackandturned

metobeInfrontofhim.IhadnoheelsonsoIwas

quiteshorter.Hescoopedmeup,handsundermy

shirtandIwrappedupmylegsaroundhistorso.My

handsaroundhisneck.Iwaswearingmyboyfriends

jeansandasmallt-shirtalongwithpumps."Ilove

youtoo,Iloveyoumorethanyouloveme"hesaid

gazingatme."That'snottrue"Iprotested."Ithink

weshouldgetaliedetectorbecauseyousurelydon't

trustme"hesuggestedkidding."Hdllno,that's

extremelyrisky.Iwouldn't—andthenthedoorbell

rang."Thatmustbeyourdress"hesaidwalkingout

oftheroomwithmeinhisarms.''putmedown"I

saidtryingtogetoff.Hedidn'tanswermebutrather



heldbeevenmoretightly.Heopeneddooraafter

pinningmeagainstthewallnearit."Sir,thesuitand

thedress"Iheardavoicesay."Comeoninandput

itrightthereonthecouch"hesaid,theguygotin

andwalkedtowardsthecouch.Iwasstillpinned

againstthewall,"Salvatoreputmedown"Isaid

snuggleduptohisneck,Iwasfeelingsoshy.The

guycameback."HaveagoodnightSir"hesaid

beforeleaving."GoodnightRyan"Salvatoresaid."I

didn'tknowthatyoucanalsofeelshy"hesaid

giggling."You'recrazy,yougotmesoembarrassed"

Isaidsulking.''yourcheeksarepink"henoted.Iwas

flushed."Putmedownplease"Ipleadedandhe

compliedwithme.ThefirstthingIdidwasunzipthe

coveredupdresswhichwasinahanger,"holy

matrimony"iexclaimedunbelievingly."Whoow,you

gottabekiddingme,youexpectmetowearthis"I

askedeyespoppedout."Yes,what'swrongwithit.I

thoughtyou'dlikeit"hesaidsoundingabit

disappointed."Iloveitbutit'skindanotappropriate

consideringthefactthatthere'dyoureldersthere."I

saidlookingatitcarefully.Icheckedouttheshoes

whichwereinaCalvinKleingiftbag."Theyaresuch



coolpeople,you'resowearingthatdressendof

story.Let'sgoandgetready.Hesaidpullingmy

hand.

................................................................

"SohowdoIlook"Iaskedhimtakingoffthewhite

gownIwascoveringupwith.Hewasgetting

dressedinthesittingroomandiinthebedroom."

ShitIamsogoingtofuckyoutonight"hesaid

walkingtowardsmesofast."Wooh,holdyour

horses.Youhaven'tansweredmeyet"Isaidputting

myhandonhischest.HewaswearingaVersace

shirtwhichwasnotbuttonedupyetandtheblack

tighttrousersalongwithhisItalianmade

grasshoppers.WhichlookedMoreexpensive,he

lookedallshadesofyummyandbad."Youlookso

sexy,infactyou'remorethanjustsexy.Youlookso

scrumptious.Theass,Icouldfuckyourightnow"he

saidcheckingmeout."Thankyouforyourhonesty,

youlooksofuckabletoo"Isaidbuttonninghisshirt.

Ihadtoconstantlyyankhishandoffmybutt.30

minuteslaterwewalkedintothereception,the

themewasEgyptdetailed.Thegoldenpyramidsand



thatstatuesofGoddessesandGods.Itwasso

ancientlyamazinglybeautiful.Wehadagrand

entrancebecausewehadalleyesonus"wow"I

exclaimedjawsdropped."It'sgivingyouthewow

factorisn'tit"hesaidholdingmyhand."It's

beautiful"Isaidlookingaround.Therewereeven

goldenangels,itwaslikeheavenonearth.
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"It'samazinginhere"Isaidaswewalkedinside.He

washoldingmyhand.Thewaitresscameand

offeredusglassesofchampagne.Wetookthem,"I

needaglassoforangejuice"Iwhisperedintohis

eyes."Iknow"hemurmuredsoftlyandsmiling,

therewerephotographerswhowerebusytaking

photos.Everybodyintheroomwasmaturedand

lookinglovely.Grandma,Salvatore'sfather,grandpa,

Esihle,Sibonisoandallhisfriendswerepresent

alongwiththeirgirlfriendsandwifes.Michaelwas

talkingtosomegirlwhohadherbackonme,soI



couldn'tseeherproperly.Therewerealotofpeople

whoseemedtobehighprofiled.Salvatorepulledmy

towardsthestage,Iwasresistingbuthepulledme

evenharder.Ididn'twantattentiontomyself,plus

thedressIwaswearingwasalittlebittoomuch.He

stoodInfrontofapodium.Hebeathisglasswitha

spoonwhichhegotfromthewaitress."CanIget

everyone'sattentionplease".Hesaidona

microphone."I'dliketowelcomeyoualltomy34th

birthdaypartyandI'dliketointroducesomeonevery

closetomyheart,ilmiocuerobatte.Familyand

friendsthishereismyfuturewifeCoraZabenathi

Maphumulo"hesaidmakingmetwirlaround,likewe

weredancing.Peoplewereclappingtheirhandswith

smiles.WhileIfeltlikeburyingmyselfintothe

deepestofpits."I'dliketoaskhersomethingbefore

thepartybeginsandtheprogramdirectortakesover.

"Hesaidtakingsomethingfromhispocketandthen

hekneeleddown.iwasjustsoconfused."Whatare

youdoing,getup"Imurmuredsoftly,eyespopped

out."Ilmiocuerobattewouldyoucomeandshare

myhouse,myhomeandallIownI'dliketogiveto

you"hesaidpullingoutthehousekeysfromasmall



box.Iwasjustdumbfounded.Icouldn'tfindtheright

wordstoexpressmysincerehappiness."I'dbe

honoredto,yes.I'dloveto"Isaidhelpinghimupand

wehug.Everybodywasclappingandcheering.Iwas

soscaredandhappyandthesametime."Iloveyou"

hewhisperedintomyearaswewerehugging."I

loveyoumore"Isaidpullingout."Lettheparty

begin"hesaidbeforewewentdownthestage."Mrs

S"Isaidhugginggrandma."Sonyoucouldhave

donebetterthanthat,Ithoughtyouweregoingto

propose."MrSalvatoreseniorsaidpunchinghimon

thechest."Comeonoldman,thatwaswaymore

betterthanproposingformarriage"hesaidholding

hischestandgiggling."Keeptellingthattoyourself

maybeyoumightstarttobelieveit"MrSSsaid."You

guysshouldreallygetmarried,youlooksogood

together,twopeesinthesamepod"grandmasaid

seriously."Comeonguys,we'retakingthisstepby

step.Wehaveamillionsofyearsaheadofus."

Salvatoresaidholdingmyhand,meltingmyheart."

Happybirthdayson"grandpasaidputtinghisarm

aroundSalvatore'sshoulders."Notsosoonpal,I'm

stillexpectingagiftfromyou"Salvatoresaid



removinghishandfromhisshoulders.Wealljust

burstedintolaughter."Yousonofagun"grandpa

saidslightlyhittingSalvatore'scheeks."Letmegoto

myfriendsI'llseeyouguysaround"hesaidgiggling.

Wewalkedtohisfriends."Myboys"hesaidgetting

in-betweensomeofthetwoandputtinghisarms

aroundtheirshoulders."CongratulationsZee"Priya

andDivasaidinunision."Thanksguys"Isaid

smilingandshowingthemthekeys.AndthenIsaw

somethingamusing."Mandy,you'rehere?"Isaid

walkingtowardsherandhuggingher,theboyswere

havingtheirownconversation."Thejerkforcedme

here,canyoubelieveit"shesaidsoangrily."Ithink

youtoohavesomethingdeepgoingon,Itookinda

ofdidn'twantSalvatorebutlookatusnow"Isaid

glancingathim."Dudeyouwerelikewoodandfire

fromthefirstpage,youcaughtflames.These

situationsarenowherenearsimilar.Ihatehim,

we'relikefireandice"hesaidfuming."YeahIcan

tell,anywaysnowthatyou'reherearen'tyougoingto

congratulateyourtwinsister"Isaidsmiling."

Congratulations,I'msohappyforyouguys.You're

mycouplegoals"shesaidpullingmeinforahug."



Tellyouwhat,I'llbeback"Isaidleavingherand

walkingtowardsEsihleandSibonisowhoseemedto

behavingthebesttimeoftheirlives.Sibonisowas

withhisfiancéeSiwe."Guys"Isaidjoiningthethree

ofthem."I'msosorryCora"Esihlesaiddramatically.

"Mhh,why.Whathappened"Iaskedpuzzled."My

brotherisreallyslow,Ithoughthewasgoingto

proposebutKeh"shesaidrollinghereyes."Mxm,

stopbeingtooforwardyoumoron."Isaidslowly

spankingherass."SinceIgotthekeystothe

kingdomnow,IthoughtI'daskyoutocomeandvisit

eachandeveryweekendbutyouknowwhatI

reconsidermythoughts"Isaidthrowingshadesat

her."Youcan'tdothistome,comeonsisterinlawI

wasjustkidding"shesaidholdingmeinabegging

manner."Heysticksweet,canIalsogetachance

withmybrother'swife"SibonisoaskedmakingSiwe

andItoburstintolaughter."Ifyoudarecallmestick

sweetonemoretimeIswearonmymother'shead,I

willkillyou"shesaidwarningly.Icouldn'thelpbut

laughevenmore.Iguessedtheycalledherstick

sweetbecauseshewastallandskinny."Whatever

small,sisterinlawcongratulationsonyournew



home"Sibonisosaidmakingmegigglebecausethe

housewasnotnew.Ithadafewmonthsof

functioning."WhereisSandile,IthoughtI'dseeyou

guystogether"Iaskedseriously."Hehadtostay

backandtakecareoftheirsmallbaby,hiswifegave

birthafewmonthsback"IthoughtSalvatoretold

you."Hesaid."Wetookashortbreakmaybeitwas

duringthattime,anywaystellhimIsaid

congratulationsandheisalwayswelcometovisitin

mynewhome"Isaidplayingwiththekeysandweall

giggled."Whatareyouguysgigglingabout"

somebodyaskedcomingfrombehindmeand

holdingmywaist.Thefabricofthedresswaspretty

smallsoeveryoneofhistouchhadaneffectonmy

body."Wewerejusttalkingabouthowyoudidn'ttell

meaboutSandile'snewbornbabyjustlikeyoudidn't

tellmeaboutKevin's"Isaidputtingmyhandsonhis.

"Nocasestonight,it'smybirthday"hesaidslowly."

I'lldealwithyoulater"isaidwarninglybutsmiling."

LadiesandgentlemancanIhaveyourattention

please"Michaelsaidonstage,weallhaveittohim."

Goodevening,Imustsayyoulooksobeautiful

tonight,especiallythepartyboybutheain'tgot



nothingonme"hesaidmakingthewholeroomto

giggled."Howmuchwasyourswagboy,youmust

havegotitfromChinamall"Salvatorecalledout,

makingthewholeroomtolaugh."I'llnotarguewith

that,let'sjustoccupythetableswiththetable

numbersweweregiven.BecauseifIstarttostate

thepriceandthedesignerthebirthdayboymight

starttocryandwedon'twantthatnow,dowe"he

saidwhilepeopleweresettlingdown."WheredoI

sit"IaskedSalvatore."Thisway"hesaidguidingme

towardsthetableonthefrontlines.Eachtablewas

meanttooccupy16people.Soitwas;Salvatore,I,

Amanda,Rajesh,Priya,Kevinandhiswife,diva,

mbutho,Tiaxiangandhisgirlfriend,

Esihle,siwe,sibonisoandonechairreservedfor

Michael.IwassittingbetweenAmandaand

Salvatore."Okay,nowthatwe'reallsettleddownLet

thebiddinggamesbegin.Andthethewaitress

revealedsomecoveredupthingsonstage."I'llstart

here,IhaveabeautifulpaintingpaintedbyPicasso

himself.Itwasworthhalfamillionwhenmyfriend

boughtit,weallknowthatthelegendaryneverdies.

I'mgoingtostartfromhalfamillion"Michaelsaid



auctioningthebeautifulclasspaintingofoldParis

—france."Yesgentleoverthere"hesaidpointingat

agentlemanwhohadraisedhisroundboard.andthe

Isuddenlynoticedthatmostofthepeopleinthe

roomhadbiddingboardsincludingSalvatore.

Everythingwashappeningsofast.Iguesseditwas

notjustanordinarybirthdaypartybutitwas

businesstoo.Thehighrollerswerethere"youseem

solost"Salvatorewhisperedintomyear."What's

goingoninhere,youdothiseveryyear,what'sall

thisabout"Iaskedsoftly."Isn'tobvious,I'm

auctioningoffsomeofmyexpensiveantiques."He

saidintomyear."Icanseethatbutwhy"Iasked

confused"forcharity,fortheorphanageandNGO

thatIhave"hesaid,Iwasquitesurprisedandshock

tohearthat."YouhaveanorphanageandNGO?"I

asked,Icouldalsofeeltheedgeofsurpriseinmy

voice."Youseemsupriseed"hewhispered."Of

courseIamsurprised,whowouldhavethoughtthat

Ishroudmanlikeyoucouldgivebacktothe

community."Wellthat'saverymeanwordtouse

butthankyouforthecompliment.I'mhonored"he

said,"mypleasure"Isaidalmostgiggling.



"And...Soldtothegentlemaninbluesuit"Michael

saidhammeringthepodiumwithahammerlikehe

wassomesortofjudgment.Theauctioningwenton

andon."Wellthisbringsustotheendofourgame.

Thankyouladiesandgentlemenforyour

participation.Let'stakeashortbreak,havesome

refreshmentsandthenwecancomebackforthe

nextround.Thankyouforyourparticipation"hesaid

bowingandgettingoffstagewithhandsofapplause.

...............................................................

Amanda'spov.

"Iwasgoodwasn'tI"heaskedmeashewassitting

downnextto.Everybodywasmovingaround.

Caughtupinsomeconversations.EvenCora,she

wassogoodatsocialisingbutthatnightshetook

thecrown.IwatchedasSalvatorewasintroducing

hertohisbusinesspartners.Everythingwasgoing

perfectlywell."Whatareyoutalkingabout"Iasked

throwinghimadeathstare."Hello,earthtoAmanda,

theMCthing.Don'ttellmeyoumissheralready.It's

hardlybeen2hours"hesaidsarcastically.Lookingat

hiswristwatch."Stopitok,I'mtiredofallthisyour



nonsense.Justgoupthere,finishedtheprogram

andtakemehome"Ikindsnapped.ThanksGod

therewasapianoplayingorelsepeoplewould've

turntheireyesonme."WhathaveIdonenow"he

askedactingsoinnocentexceptthattherewasa

smirkonhisface.Ifoundmyselfdrinkingtheglass

ofchampagneIhadinmyhands.Ididn'tintendto,

I'venevertouchedalcoholbefore.Myeyespopped

outwhenIrealizedwhatIhadjustdone.Thewhole

glassofchampagnewasdownmythroat."Ohoh!,

Behavemylady"heexclaimedsmiling.Ialmost

slappedhim.Hewalkedbackonstagejustintime."

Ladiesandgentlemanmayyoupleasesitdownwe

havetwomoregamestoindulgein"Michaelsaid.

................................................................

Narrated

"Now,thisoneisveryinterested,it'sabiddinggame

butmorefunthenthepreviousone."Heexplained

withalittlebitsmileonhisface."Thespotlightis

goingtochoosethebestdressedladyandsheis

goingtobecomingonstageandthebiddingwars

willbeginning.Thegentlemanwillbidforadance



withhertonight.Hewillgettochoosethesong

they'ddanceto.Nowdon'tbeshyladiesand

gentlemenifIwereyouI'dhidemywife.There

seemstobealotofhungryscavengersheretonight"

hesaidmakingthewholeroomtolaugh."Letthe

gamesbegin"hesaidandthenthelightswere

dimmed,spotlighton.Itwentaroundtheroom

fastlybutslowlydecreasedthepacewithevery

secondpassingbyandtheboom.Itstoppedin-

betweenSalvatoreandAmanda,Cora'seyespopped

out."Miss,comeonstageplease"Michaelsaid."

Whyme,thisisnotfair"Corasaidholdingonto

Salvatore'sarm."Birthdayboywouldyoudomea

favourandcarryheronstageforme"Michaelsaid

makingthewholeroomtoexceptforSalvatore."It's

okayjustgo"hesaidtoCorawhowassnuggleupto

himbutgiggling."Youwillregretsellingmeout"she

whisperedintoSalvatore'searbeforegoingon

stage.ShestoodnearMichael."Okgentleman,I'll

startonaR1000"hesaid.Onemenraisedhis

biddingboard."MakeitR1200"saidanotherone

raisinghisboard."MakethatR5000"MrSSsaid

raisinghisboard."Comeongentleman,youcando



better"Michaelsaidencouragingthem."Makethat

adouble"themaninabluesuitraisedhisboard."

R12000"MrSSsaidraisinghisboard."R13000"

othergentlemanraisedhisboard.""R15000"the

gentlemaninbluesaid."Comeongentleman...Okay

thisisitgoingTwice,goingthriceandso—"make

thatadouble"Salvatoresaidraisinghisboard."

Anyonewithabetterprice"Michaelasked."R31000"

thegentlemaninbluesaidraisinghisboard."

R40000"Salvatoresaidraisinghisboard."R45000"

thegentlemaninblueraisedboard."Makethat

R50000"Salvatoresaidjawsclenchedandfist

turningpink."Goingtwicegoingthriceandsoldto

thebirthdayboy"Michaelsaidhammeringthe

podiumwithawoodenhammer."Birthboyyouhave

earnedthisdancepleasecomeonstageandmakea

songrequests"Michaelsaidwithasmirkonhisface.

Salvatorestoodupandwentonstage,madeasong

requests.Thelighterweredimmedandthemusic

played.HeheldCora'swaistandCoraputherhands

onhisshoulder.Theirusuallovesongplayed.

ThecloserIgettoyou.



Themoreyoumakemesee.

Bygivingmeallyoucgot.(Tellmemore)

Yourlovehascapturedme.

Overandoveragain,Itriedtotellmyselfthatwe...

CouldneverbeMorethanfriends.

WhenallthewhileinsideIknewitwasreally,theway

youmakemefeel.—

Theydancedslowly,"youbidwithsomuchmoney

justtodancewithme."Corasaidleaningonhis

chest."Icouldn'tstandtheofseeingyoudancewith

anothermanwhileIsitthereandwatch.Besidesit

wasnotthatmuch,Iwaswillingtopaymore"he

saidseriously."You'recrazy"shesaid."Youdrive

mecrazy,I'veseenthereactionyougivewheneverI

holdyourwaisttonightandIwouldhavebeenafool

toletanothermantouchyou"hesaidjawsclenched.

"Isitthatobvious,Imeantheeffectofyourtouch"

sheaskedfeelingshy."Youshouldseeyourself,

yourbreathinggetshitchedabitandthenyourheart

race"hesaidchuckling."Ifit'sofanyconsolationto



you,onlyyourhandsmakesmyadrenalinerush"she

said,leaningevenmoreclosertohim."Ohreally"he

askedseductivelyandshenodded.Andthenthe

songended."Okaylovebbirds,youcangetoffmy

stagerightnow"Michaelsaid,Salvatorehelped

Coradownthethreestaircases.Theywentandset

down."It'stimeforthemaincourseandthenafter

that,thekaraokemachinewillroll.thespotlightwill

chooseforit.Let'shaveourdinnerguys.Ican'twait

forthistogetdonewith,afterallIcamefortheafter

party.Wheretheelderswillbelonggone,rightguys"

hesaidmakingtheroomtogiggledinamusement.

...................,............................................

Cora'sPOV

Thekaraokewasmorefunthenanyofthegames,

evenAmandagottosing.Shewasahorriblesinger

thatone."Okay,guysthat'sit.Imustsayyou'reall

horriblesinger.EspeciallyyouAmanda"hesaidand

everybodylaughed."Amomentofsilenceplease.

Rightnowwe'regoingtostartunwrappedthebig

giftsforthebirthdayboy.I'dliketocallupMr

Salvatoreseniortocomeonstage.Hehas



somethingtosay."Hesaidwithsomuchrespect.Mr

SSstoodupandwentonstage."Ladiesandgents,

familyandfriendsIgreetyouall.I'mhereasthe

birthdayboysolderbrother.OurFathergavemethis

messagetoreadbeforehepassedon.I'vebeena

fatherandamothertoAlonzosincehewasborn"he

saidsolemnly.Leavingallofusinconfusiononly

Salvatorewasamusedbywhatwasbeingsaid."

Ohh,I'mjustkidding.Pleasegetyourjawsintheir

rightfulplacespeople"hesaidsofastandchuckling.

Myheartwaslike"huh''soitwasajoke.Everybody

waslaughing."Thatwasagoodonewasn'tit...I've

gotnothingmuchtosay,I'vebeenhereforthepast

33timesafterall.Thismakesitmy34th,anywaysI

wanttothankmysonforbeingagoodso,heisa

waymorebettermanthanIwouldhavedreamedof,

thankyouforstickingbymyside,yourfamily.And

yeahnotforgettingtothankyouforthemanymany

grandchildrenyou'regoingtogiveme."Hesaid

smiling,hewasafunnyoldman.Anywayshappy

birthdaymysonandhappymanymoretocome.I

hopeyouwillalwaysmakemeproud,I'vegota

specialgiftforyou.Herearethekeystoyourbrand



newmustangGTYarmouth"hesaidflashingthe

keystous,theyweretiedwithagoldribbon."Thank

you"MrSalvatoreseniorsaidbeforegoingtosit

down.Thewaitressthencameonstagewiththree

babycribbage/beds.GrandmaandGrandpawenton

stage."Asyoucansee,I'mthegrandmotherofthe

birthdayboyandthisismyhusband"shesaidso

bubbly."Yeah,youcansaythatagain,wearealmost

fossilfuels.Onourlastdyingstageright"shesaid

makinguslaugh."Wethoughtofdoingsomething

differentthistimearound.Weboughtthreebaby

cribbagebeds.No,we'renotexpecting.I'msuremy

eggsdiedabout20yearsago"shesaid,sohilarious

thatwegiggled."Thesehereareforthatyounglady

sittingnexttomygrandson.Nowson,it'syourduty

togiveusagiftof3greatgrandchildren.Thankyou"

shesaidandthenwenttositdown,Salvatoreheld

myhandunderthetable.Michaeltookthe

microphone."AsSalvatore'sfriendwealsocameup

withaspecialgift.Ladiesandgentlemena

champagneworthhalfamillion.Iwasjust

wonderingwhenwouldthisguyeverdrinkthismuch

expensivechampagneandnowI'vegottheanswer.



Allthankstomydarlinggrandma.Manpleasepop

upthischampagnethedayyourfutureMrsoverday

decidestohaveabunbakingonheroven"hesaid,I

justsmiled.Itwassuchahappyoccasion.The

othersalsocamewithexpensivegifts.Andtheparty

endedaround23:00andtheafterpartywasgoingto

beheldontheroofofthehotelwheretherewasa

pool.Onlyyoungpeopleweregoingtobethere.

................................................................very

unedited .Commentsaredemanded

[6/3,14:46]Lynne:Page36

Cora'sPOV

Everybodyhadchangedintotheirbeautiful

swimmingsuits.IwaswearingapinkbikiniAnda

whitecoverupseathroughthrowovershirt.

Salvatorewaswearingwhitesummershorts.We

wereontherooftopbraaingmeat,musicblastingup

tothesky.Iwassittingonatablenearthe

swimmingpoolwiththegirls,mostofthemididn't

know."Yourmanlookshottonight"Iwhisperedinto

Amanda'sear,"ohhplease"shesaidrollinghereyes.



"I'mserioustakealookathim."Isaidandshe

lookedathim,formuchlongertimethanIhad

expectedherto."He'sOK,"shesaidshrugginghis

shoulders."Sonowyouagreethatheisyourman?"I

askedgiggling."No,noofcoursenot.Itmustbethe

alcohol'seffectonmybrain"shesaidsodefensive

thatIjustlaughed."Whatareyouguyswhispering

about"Esihleaskedsittingnexttous."Isn'tMichael

justlookinghottonight"Iaskedonpurpose."Mhh,

heisokay"shesaidshrugging."I'mstartingtoget

thefeelingthatyou'realesbianEsihle."Whenare

yougettingaboyfriend"Iasked."I'mhardly23,

relax...—"Amanda,canIhaveawordwithyou"

Michaelsaid,wedidn'tnoticehimgettingthere."

Savemelord"Amandasaidannoyedbutshestood

upandtheywalkedaway.Andtheydisappeared

fromoursite."Whatwereyousaying....

.......................,.................................,......

Amanda'spov.

"Whatnow"Iasked.Hehadleadmebehindsome

wall,wewerealonethere."Youlookstunninginthat

bikini''hesaidseriously.Iwaswearingwhite



summerbikini,nothingmore."ThanksIguess"I

saidshruggingmyshoulders."Isthatall"Iasked."

NoandI'vebeenlongingtodothis"hesaidandthen

attackedmewithakiss."Mhh,whatareyoudoing"I

saidpushinghimaway.Buthewalkedbacktowards

meandIkeptmovingbackuntilIreachedtheend

point,whichwasthewallseparatingusfromthe

others."Heputhishandsonthesidesofmyhead."

WhatdoesitlooklikeI'mdoing"heasked

seductivelyandsmiling.Myheartwasthundering,he

leanedoverforyetanotherkiss.Iclosedmyeyesin

disappointment.Ithoughthe'dstopandlaughatme

justlikeinthemoviesbuthedidabsolutelythe

opposite.Hetookmylipsintohis.Iwasresisting,he

invitedhistongueintomymouth.Itriedtostophim

butmybodybecameweakandsubmittedtohis

everymove.Hishandswerestillonthewallbuthis

bodyleanedovertomine,hiskneein-betweenmine.

Myhandsfoundtheywayaroundhisneck.Ifound

myselfmoaningbutthenLethu'simageflashedby.I

quicklypulledoutofthekiss."Stop,stopit"I

snapped."Letmego"Iadded."I'mnotholdingyou"

hesaidsoarrogantly,makingmerealizethatIwas



theonewhowasholdinghim.Iquicklylethimgo,I

wassoembarrassed.Ipushedhimawayandrushed

totheothers.ButCorawasnotwhereIlefther,I

spottedherintheswimmingpool,socozywithher

man

................................................................Cora'sPOV

SalvatoreandIwereoninthefarcornerofthe

swimmingpool.HehadaglassofwineandIhada

glassofchampagne.Hehadmepinningagainstthe

poolwall."Youaredrunk"Isaidgiggling."Comeon,

itwillbemorefun"hesaid."Yougottabekidding

me,sexinthepool.Letalonethatwhataboutthe

people"isaidturningaroundtofacehim."Youare

suchaspoilsports"hesaidgivingupanddrinking

hiswine."Let'sgoinside.I'vegotasurpriseforyou"

Isaidputtingmyarmsaroundhisneck."Ohh,yeah.

Whatisit?"Heaskedexcited."Itwouldn'treallybea

surpriseifIhadtotellyounow,wouldit?"Isaid

smiling."You'reactingsmartwithme"hesaid

gettinghishandsonmybuttandscoopingmeupto

historso."Areyoutryingtogetusbothdrowned."I

askedheartracing."Let'sgotoourroom"hesaid



beforekssingme.Inoddedafterthekiss.Hecarried

meoutofthepool,mylegswrappedaroundhis

waist.Thethrillinganticipationgotmyadrenaline

pumping.Weenteredintotheelevatorandhe

pressedthebuttonofthefloorthepenthousewasin.

Heputmedownandwetriedtoletgoandbepatient

butitwasimpossible.Itwasliketherewassome

magneticforcethatkeptusdrawntoeachother.I

wasinhisembraceandwewerehungrykissing.The

elevatoropenedupandhecarriedmeintohisarms.

Icouldn'thelpbutgiggle,Itwassofunny.He

openedthedoorandweentered.Pinnedmeagainst

thewall,mybackonhim.Itwasalittlebitroughbut

exciting.Heleanedonmyback,Icouldfeelhis

crotchonmybutt.Hewasslowlytenderisingme

withwetkisses.Hemademeraisemyarmsupand

pinnedthemonthewall.Tookoffmyseethrough

throwover,untiedmybikinibra,myhandswerestill

up.Theslowmovedhishandsfrommyhands,

slowlyandslowlyuntilhereachedmyboobs,heheld

them tightlyandroughlymakingmybreathingto

escalate.Hekeptonmassagingthemuntilmy

nippleswerehardandfeltsogood.Hemovedfrom



myboobstomywaist,keepitmovinghishands

there,Isweartherewasnootherthingthatturned

meonthenhishandsonmywaist.Itsetbutteron

mytummy,gotmemoaning.Heslowlyuntiedmy

pantiesfrombothsides,tookoffhissummershorts

andunderwear.Hecamebacktome.Iwasstill

facingthewall,impatientlywaitingforhisnextmove.

Heputshishandsonmyvalleyoffire,gotme

jumpingwithexcitementandanticipation.Hemade

mespreadmylegsusinghisknee.Hisgiant

cucumberwaspokingmybutt,makingithardforme

tobreath.Hethengothisfingerinsidemyvalleyof

fire,gotmemoaningloudly.Hemassagedmyvalley

offirewithhisfinger.Icouldn'tstandmyhands

beingupItriedtogetthemdowntoholdmygiant

cucumberbuthequickmademeraisethemup

again,soroughly.Ifeltlikecrying,Iobeyedastood

still,hisfingerwentbacktomysoftbud.Hewas.My

eyeswereclosed,Iwasbitingmyupperlip.Turned

mearound,handsup.Heteasedmewiththeheadof

mygiantcucumberintheentranceofmyvalleyof

fire.Iswearhegotmybrainsnonsofunctioning.He

thenkneeleddown,Putmyleftlegonhisshoulder.



Hegotmymajorandmanorlabiaseparatewithhis

handandstartedtheeatmewithhistongue,he

lickedandsuckedmeuntilIwasscreaminghis

name.HeateMruntilIwasdrippingwet,myjuices

weredrippingonhisfinger.Hefingerfuckedme

untilIcum.Hethenledmetothenearestcouch,

mademeholdontothearmandbendedmeover.

Heseparatedmylegs.Andstartedtoteasemy

entranceonmoretime."Joaquin,please"Ibegged

forhismercyonme."WhatdoyouwantIlmiocuero

batte"heasked,eventhoughIcouldn'tseehisface

butIcouldtellthattherewasasmirkonhisface."I

wantyou,pl-ease.Iwa-ntmygia-ntcu-cumber"I

saidoratleasttriedtobecausewitheachandevery

wordIutteredhestrokeinandpulledout."Ican't

hearyou"hesaid."Fuckmeplease"Ipleaded

almostintears.Hegotitin,Icouldfeelthatitwas

notfullinbutitwasdeeperalready,hepushedit

evenharder,startedtostrokeslowly.Buthesteadily

increasedthefendingpace.Itwasroughlygivento

me,Iwasscreamingandscreamingthecouch's

fabric.Myvalleyoffirecatchesfire.Itwassuch

painfulpleasure.Mylegscouldnotcarryme



anymore,theywerewobblyandweak,Ihadan

orgasmtwicebutbuthewasstillfuckingmebadly.

Helateroncameandfellonmyback."Let'sgoand

takeashower"hesaidafterawhile,mygiant

cucumberwasstillinsideme,halfalive."Ican't

walked"Isaidbreathingheavily.Hecarriedmeinto

theshower,andweshowered.Ifoundmyself

grabbinghiscucumber."Iwantmoreofthat"Isaid

lookinghimintheeyes.Heputhishandsontopof

myheadandpushedmedown,Iknewexactlywhat

thatmeant.Igavehimahandjob,squirteddown.He

turnedofftheshowerwater,mademestandupand

wegotoutoftheshower.Heledmetothehigh

Royalbluecould.IsatdownandhestoodInfrontof

me.Istartedgivinghimahandjobonhis

circumcisedgiantcucumber.Itdidn'ttakethatlong

forittostandupandtheiputitinmymouth,started

lickingit,hepusheditdeeperintomymouththatI

gagged.Ikeptmyeyesonhim,hehadhishandson

myhair.Grabbingitroughly.Hestartedfuckingmy

mouth,pulledoutwhenhisjuiceswereoozingout.

Gotmyupperbodypainted.Hekneeleddownand

mademespreadmylegs,everythingwasout



there,facinghim.Hestartedtofingerfuckme.

Slowly.IwasrunningmyBudslowly,heatemeone

moretime.Wefuckedthreetimesthatnight,thelast

roundwasinbed."Igotyousomething"Isaid

breathingheavilyasIjustfellontopofhim.Iopened

thenearbyheadboardshelfandtookoutasmall

blackbox,igaveittohim."Ididn'tknowwhattoget

you,soIgotyouawristwatch"Isaidlyingontopof

him."Thanksbaby"hesaidsoundinghappily.Trust

mebuyingagiftforAmanwhohadabsolutely

everythingwasamissionimpossible.

................................................................

Salvatore'sPOV

"Turnitover"shesaidsoundingsosleepy.Iturnedit

overitwaswritten"let'smakethisoursignature".It

hadapersonaltouch,bestgiftever.Ikissedthetop

ofhehead.Bythewayshewasbreathing,Icouldtell

shewaslongasleepandtired.Thatwasthebest

nightofmylife.

[6/3,14:46]Lynne:Continuing



Salvatore'sPOV

IopenedupmyeyesandfoundCoralayingnextto

me,shewaslayingonherhertummy.Thesilkyshirt

coredherassonly,herupperbody,thighsandlegs

wereondisplay.Herlipswerepouted,hairmessyin

acutewaythough.Iplantedwetkissesonherback,

shemovedinannoyance.Ikissedheralloverthe

face,sheopeneduphereyes.Lookingsosleepy,"

hey"Isaidremovingthestrandsofhairfromher

face.Shenoddedandthenclosedhereyesonce

again.Iplantedwetkissesonhereyelids"mmh,

please"sheMoanedinannoyance."Wakeup,it's

09:00already"Isaid."Letmebe,please"shesaid

shakingherbodyinannoyance.Igotontopofher,

putmywholeweightonher."Getoffme,I'mawake"

shesnappedsoangry.Ididjustthatandshewalked

intothebathroom.WhenIgotinthereIfoundher

insidetheshower.Ialsogotin,sheturnedherback

onme.Iputmyhandsonhershouldersbutshe

yankedthemoff.Anywayswetookashower,she

gotoutfirst,wipedherbodywiththewhitebigtowel



andgotoutofthebathroom.Icontinuedtoshower,

wrappedatowelaroundmybodyandthegotoutof

theshower.Ifoundherputtingalipstickonherlips,

shewasstandingInfrontofthemirror.Shewas

wearingblackAdidaspantsandababypinkcroptop

alongwithherwhitesleepers."Youlooksopretty"I

saidbutshejustwalkedoutoftheroom.Iignored

that,moisturisedmybodyandthenworemy

camouflagepants,blacktightt-shirtalongwithmy

sleepers.Iorderedbreakfastontheroomservice

lineandthenjoinedherinthesittingroom.Shehad

herlegscrossedover,shewassittingonthebig

couch.Ilayeddownandputmyheadonherthighs.

Shedidn'tbudge,"whatareyouwatching"Iasked

lookingoverthetelevision.Itwassomechickflick

movie.Ilookedbackather,shelookedsocutewhen

shewasupset."Areyougoingtobegivingmethe

silencetreatmentforthewholeday"Iaskedbut

insteadofansweringmeshetookherphoneand

wentoverit."WhathaveIdonenow"Iaskedsighing

softly.Isatuprightandlookedatherforalongtime.

Ikissedherbutshedidn'trespond,Ikissedheragain

butshedidn'tbudge."AreyouangrybecauseIwoke



youupearly"Iaskedchucklingunbelievingly."Yes"

shefinallyansweredme."Whydidyoudothat,I

sleptaround4amtodayandyoujusthadtowake

meup"shesnappedarmsfoldedaroundherbody."I

alsosleptaround4am,what'sthebigdealinthat"I

askedshrugging."Huh!,What'sthebigdeal?,The

bigdealisthatI'vebeenstandingonthesixinch

highheelsforhoursandthenthetiringpoolwater

andthethefuckingthreerounds"shesnapped

angrily."IfIremembercorrectlyyouaskedforthe

secondroundandthenthethird"Isaidsmiling."I,I,

wellthatisnotthepoint,thepointisthatIsleptso

lateandyouhadtoforcefullywakemeup"shesaid

afterstuttering."Mhh,I'msosorryMashiyahle"I

saidwithoutanydifficultiesbecauseI'dbeen

practisingforawhile.IhadZulufriendsandrelatives,

theyhadtipsofhowtheybringdowntheblazingfire

withtheirwomenso.Shelookedatmeforawhile

andhermouthkeptonmovingbutshejustcouldn't

findtheword."What,what'sthat.Wheredidyouget

that"shefinallyfoundthewords."AmIforgivenyet"

Iaskedputtingmyhandonherwaist."Idon'tknow"

shesaid,notsoangrily.ButIthinkshehadmadeit



herpointnottoforgiveme."Comeon,I'msorry"I

saidbrushingherwaistupanddown.Shelooked

intomyeyesforawhileandnodded."I'mforgiven?"

Iasked,shenoddedonceagain"yeah"shesaid."

Thanks"Isaidandthenthedoorbellrang."Letme

goandgetthat"Isaidstandingup.Ifoundthe

waitresswithafourwheelstrayoffullEnglish

breakfast."Goodmorningsir"shesaidpushingit

inside."Morning"Isaid."I'lltakeitfromhere"Isaid

takingthetrolleyfromher."Haveagooddayahead

sir"shesaidbeforeleavingmeIpusheditinandput

thedifferentdishesonthecoffeetable."I'mstarving,

let'seatshallwe"Isaidsittingdownonthecarpet.

Shegotdowntoo.Inoticedsomethingthatday,"for

howlonghasthisbeengoingon"Iaskedlookingat

her."Whatareyoutalkingaboutexactly"sheasked

spreadingbutteronthefreshlybakedscorn."Since

whendoyoublessyourfoodbeforeeating.?"I

askedpouringtwoglassesofcranberryjuice."Oh

that,Ican'trememberreally.Ithasbeenafew

monthsIthink"shesaidcasually."Youshouldjoin

metochurchoneday"sheaddedseriously."I'llhave

totakearaincheckonthat"Isaid."Weshouldgofor



atestdriveinmynewcarthisevening"Iadded."

MaytheLorddeliveryoufromevil"shesaidshaking

herhead."Excuseme?"Isaidseriously."I'mtalking

aboutgoingtochurchandyou'retryingtodivertthe

topic.Isn'tthatjust..."Shesaid."Iagreedtogotoa

psychologistandnowit'schurch.Pleasespareme.

Ifyouloveme,you'lljusthavetotakemeasIam."I

said."Atsomepointweallneedsavinginourlives,

weneedtoprepareoursoulsforthenearend"she

saidsolemnly."I'vedonealotofbadthingsinmy

lifebutIalsoknowthatI'vedonealotofgoodones,

whatamIevensaying.CanIspendtheweekend

withmygirlfriendwithouttheouterworld's

interference"Isaidsighingheavily."Didyoulikethe

watch"shesaidbeforedrinkingherjuice."Ilovedit,

butIamstillwondering.Whythosespecificwords?"

Iaskedlookingintohereyes."Mmh,Iwantedto

thinkofsomethingthatwasclosertomyheart,

somethingpersonal,somethingthatwasfunbut

heartfeltatthesametime.Ijoggedmymemoryand

thenitfrozeonthatspecificday.Weweresohappy

andjolly.it'soneofthemosthappiestdaysofmy

lifesolong"shesaidthoughtfully."AndhereI



thoughtthatyourhappiestdaywaswhenwemetor

onourfirstdate,orthedinnerdateinthewoodsof

Johannesburg.OrwhenItookyoutoItaly.You're

suchastrangewoman"IsaidbecauseIknewthat

anyotherwomenwouldhavementionedoneof

thosedaysthatincludedfancystuff."TriptoItaly?,

Thatwasthemosthorribledayever"sheexclaimed

unbelievingly."Youwouldn'teventalktome,itwas

likeihaddonesomethingterriblywrong,Icouldn't

helpbutthinkthat,thatwasmylastdayonplanet

earth.Youweresoharshandterrifying.GoshIhate

thatsideofYou"shesaidsighingheavily."Comeon,

I'veneverbeenthathorribletoyou"hesaid

chucklingcasually."That'struebutwheneveryou're

likethatIendupsufferingtoo"shesaidgigglingbut

thatgotmethinkingandtakenaback.Shewasright

aboutthat,"don'tbesoseriousI'mjustkidding"she

saidslightlyhittingmyshoulder.Ismiledatherand

thenmyphonerang.Itwasinthebedroom,Istood

up"I'llberightback"isaidgoingintothebedroom.I

founditontopoftheunspreadbed."Telescope"I

saidansweringthephone."Kong,I'vegotallthe

informationabouttheMaphumulos.Wecanmeet



uptomorrowsothatIcouldgiveyouthefiles

becauseI'mleavingforNigeriaonMondaymorning"

heexplainedwithoutwastinganytime."Sure,I'll

lookatmyschedulefortomorrowandtextyouthe

timeofourmeeting"Isaidfastly."Sayhito

sibusisweandourlittleboyforme"Iadded."Mxm,

youchildfucker.wheredidyoudisappeartolast

night"sheaskedchuckling."Don'tyouthinkthatit's

strange,forthebirthdayboytojustdisappearlike

that"headdedlaughing."Fuckoffman,Youdon't

askaguyquestionslikethat"Isaid."You'reso

whipped"hesaidlaughingevenmore."You'resuch

anass,goodbye"Isaidbeforehangingup.

..................,.............................................Amanda'spov

Iopenedupmyeyes,hewaslookingdownatme.

Soweird,Ijustoffthebedandcheckedifmybody

partswerestillintact,especiallymycauliflower.I

noticedthatthepillowsthatIhadputinbetweenus

werenolongerthere."Relaxwedidn'tbang,you

shouldknowthedifferencefromnowon.Finger

fuckinganddickfuckarejusttoodifferentthings.IfI

hadmydickinyou,Ibetyouwouldn'thavejumped



offlikethat.SinceIwasnotplanningonsleepingin

ahotelroomIdidn'tbringanyPJsalong.SoIwas

wearinghisshirt."Ifyoudidn'tknow,therearesex

objectslikedildos.Prettymuchbetterthanyour

smallcrookeddickmightbe.Wecanfuckfora

thousandsofhourswithoutitfallingasleep,unlike

yoursmallcrookeddick"Isaidbeforegoingintothe

bathroomandclosingthedoor.ItookofftheshirtI

waswearingandthengotinsidetheshower,Itooka

quickshowerandgotout,hewalkedinjustwhenI

waswrappingthetowelaroundmybody."Whatthe

fuck!"Iexclaimedquicklywrappingthetoweltightly

aroundmybody."Oops"hesaidbutdidn'tgetout.

Insteadhetookoffhisboxers."Whatareyoudoing"

Iaskedturningmybackonhim."Whatdoesitlook

likeI'mdoing,I'mtakingashower"hesaidgettingin

sidetheshower.Irinsedmymouth,itwasgoingto

bealongdaywithoutmytoothbrush.Thanks

heavensihavemintinmyhandbag.Igotoutofthe

bathroom,makingsurenottolookathim.Iheard

himgiggling,Iopenedthegiftbagwhichwasonthe

couchinthebedroomandtookoutthelast

undergarmentsIhadthere.Iworethemandthen



woretheclotheswhichIwaswearingthelastdayin

university.IIbrushedmyhairusingthebrushthatI

alwayskeptinsidemyhandbag.Appliedalipgloss

andattendedtomycellphone.15missedcallsfrom

Leah,7voicemessages.*1.Hey,I'mmissingyou

here,comebacksoon.2andyeahbuysomepizza

onyourwaybackI'mstarving.3I'vebeentrytocall

youforthepast30minutes.Pleasepickupthe

phone.4wherethefuckareyouAmanda,comeback

already.5thisisthelastmessage,ifyoudonot

comebackwithinthenext30minutesthendon't

botherevencomingback.6.IfIeverfindoutthat

you'recheatingonme,IswearIamgoingtokillyou

alongwithyourstupidboyfriend.7.LookI'msorry

aboutmylastmessage,it'sjustthatI'mworried

aboutyou.PleasecallmebackASAP.*

Ilookedatthetime,itwas8:00am.Thelast

messagewassentabout7hoursago.Imust'vebeen

ontherooftopbythen.Itriedtocallherbuther

phonewasnotgoingthrough.Panickinghitmehard,

Idecidedtosendheramessage.*Hey,I'vejust

recentlygotyourmessages,I'msorryIcouldn't



makeitbacklastnight,thepartywassuchablast

butI'llexplaineverythingassoonasIgetthere.

Loveyou,Bye*Iwroteandthenpressedsend.I

sighedandsetdown.Hegotoutoftheshower,with

atowelwrappedaroundhistorso.Hehadsixpack

andtattoos.Hewalkeduptome,hewaswipinghis

wethairwithanothertowel."Callingyourloveron

mytimeisnotacceptable."Hesaidandthenthrew

thetowelhewasusingonthebed."Whateveryou

saysir"Isaidsarcastically,Iwasbusycheckingmy

WhatsAppmessageswhenhedidthemost

despicablethingever.Heunwrappedthetowel

aroundhisbody,"doesthislookcrookedandsmall

toyou"heasked,Iquicklyclosedmyeyesand

turnedmyheadtotheside."Mandy?"Hecalledmy

name,OnlymyBestfriendcalledmeMandy.Hehad

norightbuthekindofsaiditgood.Myheartwas

beatingupsofastthatIfoundithardtobreath."

Don'tbeshy,Iwantyouropiniononthis"hesaid

tiltingmyheadsothatIfacehisdirectionifnotthe

dicksdirection."Pleaseopenupyoureyesandtell

me"heasked,Iquicklystoodupandwalkedaway

butheheldmyhandandbroughtmebacktohis



body,ourbodiescollidedandthenhemademesit

down,Iwaslookingintohiseyesthewholetimebut.

Myeyespoppedoutinfear."Justgivemeyour

opinionandthenyoucango"hesaid.Iputonmy

bravefaceandtookaglanceatit,Ithenlookedatit

properly,Iwasbig.BiggerthanJack's.Itwassemi-

hard.Icouldseeaveins.Itwascircumcised,ithead

wasbigger.Itwasshaved.Notsosmallandcrooked

likeIhadsaidearlieron."Well?"Heasked.Icouldn't

finditinmyguttotalk.Iwasdicktraumatised,I

swallowedthehardlumpinmythroat.Hepulledme

upbymyshoulders.Iwaslookingathimbymybrain

waselsewhere.''wellIguessIgotmyanswer"he

saidputtinghishandonmybackandswiftlypulling

metohisnakedself.Igapedhelplessly,hethentook

mylipsintohis,histongueintomymouthandIleft

him.Hehandsonmysmallbutt,hewassqueezingit.

Mywholebodywasmeltingunderhistouch.Ifound

myselfmoaningandputtingmyhandsaroundhis

neck.Thekissfeltsogood,becauseithadmywhole

bodyturnedonbutthenIrememberedhowmyheart

bytwoguysinjustaperiodof4months.Maleswere

nottobetrusted,Ididn'twanttobreakmyheart



onceagain.IrememberedLethu'smessagesandI

pulledout,"what'swrong"heaskedlookingintomy

eyes.ItfeltsogoodtobeheldintohisarmsbutI

knewbetterthantobefooledbysexualneeds.I

didn'tsayanythingsohekissedmeonceagainandI

kissedhimback.Myheartracing,"stop,stop"Isaid

withmyeyesclosed."Why?"Heasked."Ican'tdo

this,it'snotgood.Iamnotacheat,it'snotfairtomy

girlfriendandcertainlynotgoodforme.Justtake

metocampus"Isaidremovinghishandsoffmy

buttocks.Imovedawayfromhim,hewasstill

semi—hard.Iguessedjackwasrightwhenhesaidi

wasnotgoodInbed.Icouldn'tevengetajerklike

himtobeturnedon?.

................................................................

Salvatore'sPOV

ItwasaSundaymorning,IhadjustdroppedCoraat

churchanddrovetomeetupwithKevin.Iparked

outsidethecoffeeshopwerewegoingtomeetupin.

Gotoffthecarandwalkedin,thewassittingonthe



smallroundtable,doingsomethingonhislaptop."

Man"Isaidputtingmyhandonhisshoulderand

takingasitoppositetohim."KingKong"hesaid

takingoffhisglassesandclosingthelaptop."So

whatdoyouhaveforme"Iaskedandthethe

waitresscameby."Goodmorningsir,wouldyoulike

toordersomething,"acupofamericanowoulddo"I

saidandthenhewalkedaway."Kevinwasb

searchingforsomethinginhisbag,heretrieveda

flashDRIVandsomedocumentsfromthebag.He

insertintoinandtypedsomething.Hetookhischair

andcametositnexttome."Ihaveacoupleof

familypictures,thisonewastake4yearsago.I

noticedCorainabluelongdress,shehadoneofher

fakesmilesonherface,hewasstandingin-between

herfatherandherauntandthetwootherkidswere

sittingdown."ThisisherstepmotherLiliana

Maphumulo,whoturnedouttobeherauntandthis

isherfatherMzwandileDutchMaphumulo.These

areherhalfsiblingsConnieandCharlesMaphumulo.

ThestepmotherIsanurseandhasbeenforthepast

23years,thesiblingsaredoinggrade10inapublic

schoolnearby.AndMzwandileisacouchpotato,he



gotoutofthehospitaltwoyearsandsixmonthsago

aftersixmonthsofbeinginacoma.—"areyou

tellingmethatthismanisalive"Iaskedshocked."

Yes,hesurvivedafterbeingstabbed5timesinthe

neckbysomehouserobbers.Aftergettingoutofthe

comahewaslabeledunstable.Heisinawheelchair

aswespeak."Heexplained."Whotoldthatthere

wasahouserobbery."IaskedcuriouslybecauseI

knewCora'ssideofthestory."Thewifereportedto

theneighboringpolicestationafterfoundinghim

bleedingtodeathinhissittingroom.Theknifewas

neverdiscovered,Ismellarataboutthiswhole

thing."Hesaid."Thebarstardshouldhavedied"I

saidwithmyjawsclenched.''Iwillfinishhimoff

myself"Isaidangrily."Hehasschizophrenia,which

meanstheguyishassplitpersonalitywhenhe

wantedsomethinghemadesuretogetitnomatter

whatthecost"heexplained.Heshowedmehis

pictures,hewaslookingskinny,hiskneebonesout

there.Hisheadwastiltedtotherightsideofhis

shoulder,helookedlikeazombie.Hedeserved

everythinghegotandmore."Herearethepapers

foreverythingindetail"hesaidgivingmeafile."I



shouldgetgoing"hesaidonhisfeet."Thanksman,i

oweyouone"Isaid."Youowemealot"hesaid

beforeleaving.Iwentthroughthedocuments,he

wasaged50,hiswheelchairstatepermanent,the

spinalcordandsomenervesweredamaged.He

shouldhavejustdied,thereweresomearticles

too,ofLillianreportingCoramissing,shehadwritten

toalotofmagazinesandnewspapersforthefirst

yearofherdisappearance.Butrecentlyshehad

beenwrittingtothemissingpeople'smagazineand

website.

[6/3,14:47]Lynne:Page37

Cora'sPOV

"There'sAThugInMyLife"

Gottakeepitonthedownlow

I'llneverletmymamaknow

Onlycallhimonmycellphone,onlyseehimafter

dark

Imethimonthe6train,justthewayhesaidmy

name



Thebrothahadalotagame,hadmeopenfromthe

start

Hescoopsmeupinhisride,Fridayaboutaquarter

to9

Soflyandsofine,andI'msogladthathe'sallmine

[Hook]There'sathuginmylife,how'magonnatell

mymama

Shegonnasayitain'tright,buthe'ssogoodtome

There'sathuginmylife,anditsgonnacausecrazy

drama

I'mgonnaseehimtonight,I'mgonnagivehim

everything

Iknowhiscrewiskindashady

Sometimesitgetskindacrazy

Buthetreatsmelikealady,givesmeeverythingI

need

Idon'tcarewho'shatingonme,'causeeverynight

he'swaitingonme

He'sgotmadpersonality,asidetheyneversee



Myfriendstellmetoslowdown,buteverytimethat

he'saround

Myheart'sonlockdown,IfeelloveandI'msoproud

[Hook]

There'sathuginmylife,how'magonnatellmy

mama

Shegonnasayitain'tright,buthe'ssogoodtome

There'sathuginmylife,anditsgonnacausecrazy

drama

I'mgonnaseehimtonight,I'mgonnagivehim

everything

[Rap]

T-H-U-Ginyalifebaby

Oneinamillionthatswhatyouaretome

AndIknowyourfriendssayI'mrough

ButIstillgotthattendertouchjusttomakeugiggle

andblush

Butyamomdoesnotapproveofus



Sheneedstobealotmoreunderstanding

'CauseallIhaveforyouisthuglovingandloving

thatsallI'mgiving

[Bridge]

Mama,don'tworry,I'mnotinahurry

Iwontdisappointyou,Iwontmakeyousorry

He'stheoneforme(He'sallIeverneed)

We'llbetogetherfromnowtillforever

Iknowitstherealthing,ifyoudon'twhatever

AndIknowitsmeanttobe

[Hook]

There'sathuginmylife,how'magonnatellmy

mama

Shegonnasayitain'tright,buthe'ssogoodtome

There'sathuginmylife,anditsgonnacausecrazy

drama

I'mgonnaseehimtonight,I'mgonnagivehim

everything



[Bridge]

Mama,don'tworry,I'mnotinahurry

Iwontdisappointyou,Iwontmakeyousorry I

wasplayingRihanna'ssongonrepeat.ItwasJune

holidays,AmandaandIweredoingspringcleaning

inthehouse.Themusicwasblastinguploud,

AmandaandIwereinajollygoodmood.wewere

singingalongwiththeartist,Ihadbeenhappylately.

Theparentswerenotcomingbackhomeduringthe

holidays,theyhadalotofpatientstotakecareof.

Salvatorewasoutofthecountry,hewastocome

backthenextdayandbabyAlonzowasgoingtobe

stayingwithusforthenext15days.Mybirthdaywas

goingtobeon19Juneanditwas14june,anyways

therewasnothingimportantorspecialaboutit,I

vowedtonevercelebrateitwhenIlefthome.My

auntusedtomakemecelebrateit,eventhough

therewasnosmileonmyface.Twohourslaterwe

finishedthecleaningupandItookashowerwhile

shetookabath.Iputashowercaponmyheadand

tookalongshower.Igotoutandmoisturisedmy

bodyafterwipingit.



Iworemywhitejeggingsandwhitevestalongwith

mywhiteNikeairMaxsneakers,appliedmakeup.

Mandywaswearingblackjeansandflatthighhigh

bootsandapinkcroptop.Herdriverwasgoingto

driveustothemall."Soyoumeantosaythatyou

havemissedyourmenstruationperiodforthepast

twomonthsandyouhaven'thadapregnancytest

yet"Amandaasked,eyespoppedout."It'snotabig

deal,ithappenssometimes.Myperiodhaven'tbeen

consistentlyeversinceIcouldremember."Isaid

chucklingcasually."Corayou'retakingthisslightly,

whatifyou'reactuallypregnant"shesaidwithout

anyamusement."Thiscouldruinyourlife"she

added."AmandaIamnotpregnant,I'moninjections.

It'snotpossible"Isaidsighingheavilyandrollingmy

eyes."Withpreventationinjectionsthere'salways

that1%ofgettingpregnant"shesaid."Ok,let'sdo

this.I'lltakeapregnancytestassoonaswegetto

themall.Justchill"Isaidtryingtochangethe

subject."MyparentswouldkillmeifIevergot

pregnant,Heavensiforbids"shesaidshakingher

head."You'renotevenoncontraceptives,whatif

yougetpregnant"Isaidlaughing."It'snotpossible



withthefingeranddildo"shesaidlaughingoutloud.

Wewereinthecar."Don'tunderestimatethepower

ofadildo"Isaidandwelaughedevenmore."What's

goingonbetweenyouandMichael,ifImayask.

You'vebeenspendingalotoftimetogetherlately"I

askedsolemnly."We'vebeenspendingalotoftime

together'forcefully'.ButImustadmitIkindofenjoy

beingaroundhim.Heisnothinglikeotherguys,he

doesn'tbeg"shesaidputtingquotationmarksonthe

wordforcefully."Ohhreally'forcefully?".Idon't

meantojudgeyouoranythingbuthaveyouthought

aboutLethu,howshe'sgoingtofeelaboutallofthis"

Isaidseriously."It'snotabigdeal,it'snotlikeI'm

sleepingwiththeguyorIhaveachoiceeither.He

threatenedtoshowthepicturesofuskissingifI

everdisobeyshim.It'snotlikeI'msleepingwithhim

eitherway"shesaidsoundingunbothered."Ok,if

yousayso"Isaid,Ididn'twanttobeapaininthe

neck.

.

"Yousee,Itoldyou"Isaidafterthepregnancytest

showedonlyoneline."Huh,thanksheavens"hesaid



sighing,likeshewastheonedoingthepregnancy

test."Canweregoshoppingnow"Isaidsmiling.I

Washedmyhands,driedthemupundertheblow

dryingmachine.Ithentookoutmyhandlotionfrom

myhandbagandmoisturisedmyhands."Buthowis

thisevenpossible"sheaskedaswegotoutsidethe

ladiesroom."Ihappensmostofthetime,it'snota

bigdeal.ItstartedwhenIwas14yearsold.Forget

aboutit.Let'sstartbyshoppingforbreakfast

cerealsandthenwecangoandhavesomethingto

eat."Isuggested."I'malreadystarving"shesaid

whining."Ohhplease"Isaidgiggling.Weshopped

andhadbrunchatMcDonalds.Wethenwenthome

around16:30pm.Itookanhourofjoggingand

camebackatthehomearound18:00pm.Ifound

AmandaalreadyinhisPJsandwatchingtelevision,"

girlfriend"Isaidpattingherhead."Twin...Ishould

joinyousometimesoon"shesaidturningaround."

Yourlazyasswon'tbeabletomakefor15minutes,

letaloneanhour"Isaidonmywayupstairs."Don't

underestimatemycapabilitiesCora"shesaid."

Nywenywenywe"Isaid."Fuckyou"shecalledout.I

couldnothelpbutlaugh.Itookashowerandwore



myPJs,wentdownstairsandputsomesnacksina

bowl.Ijoinedherinthecouchandputthebowlon

thespacebetweenus."Whatareyouwatching"I

asked."Supernaturalmovie,TheRedcoven"she

saidshowingmetheinformation.

"I'mleavingtomorrowmorning"Isaid sighing

softly."Youcan'tjustleavemealone,I'llbebored.I

can'tevenaskLethutocomeover.She'sonafamily

vacationinDurban.CanIcomewith"sheasked."

Please,please,please."Sheaddedholdingmyhand."

Okay,butI'llhavetoconfirmwithmymanfirst"Isaid

smiling."Doyourbesttoconvincehim,sexhimif

youhaveto"shesaidchucklingmadly."You're

crazy"Isaidslightlyhittinghershoulder."What,it

hasbeenproventhatmanwouldabsolutelyagreeto

anythingwhenyouaregrindingonthem"shesaidso

naughty."NotSalvatore,trustme"Isaidgiggling."

Mmh,let'swatchthemovieandleavethedirtystuff"

Isaidsmiling."Ishouldreallycomewithyou,Iwant

toseebabyLorenzowithmyowntwoeyes."She

said."Why"Iaskedeyebrowsraised."Iwanttosee

whetherheisblacklikehermother,Imeantooblack.



Orwhetherheiswhitelikeherdad"shesaid."

Alonzoisnotwhite,youknow"Isaidcasually."His

motheriscoloured,it'shisfatherthat'swhite."I

explained."KeeptellingthattoyourselfIknowa

whiteassmanwhenIseeone"shesaidrollingher

eyes."Igiveup"Isaidhandsraisedup."Andyeah

thekidiscolored,heisbeautiful"Iadded."Mmh,

lookheryoucomplimentingthatharlot'skid"she

saidunbelievingly."That'sprollybecauseIseehim

asJoaquin'skid,andthechildneedn'tbepunished

forhismother'smissdead"Isaidseriously."You're

waymuchagoodpersonthenIcouldeverbe"she

said."Iknow,right"Isaidsosessy,webothlaughed.

.

Thenextday.

LastnightIhadcalledSalvatoreandtoldabout

Amanda'srequest.Heunsurprisinglyagreed,

Amandaandhimgotalongverywell.Thedriverwas

goingtofetchthebabyatNina'sapartment,

everythingwasdramafreeinthatway.Amandaand

IwerealreadyinthehouseandAlonzowasgoingto

arriveinthenight.IopenedupthedoorassoonasI



heardthebellring.Ashortblackgirlwasstanding

onthedoorwiththebabyinherarms,shemust've

beenthenanny.Iguessed.Thedriverwasstanding

nexttoherwithacoupleofluggage."Comein"I

saidopeningthedoorwidely.Shewalkedin,"ma'am,

whereshouldIputthese"hesaidreferringtothe

bags."Thiswayplease"Isaidguidinghimintothe

guestroom.Heputthebagsdown"thanks

Robinson"Isaid.Henoddedandleft.Iwenttothe

sittingroomwherethegirlandLorenzoweresitting.

Isatdownnexttoher,"canI?"Isaidspreadingout

myarmssothatshecouldgivemethebaby.She

gavemethebaby,"Ididn'tcatchyourname"Isaid

unveiledLorenzo.Hewasinalotofblankets."My

nameissimphiwe"shesaidsmiling."Nicetomeet

yousimpiwe"Isaidbutmyattentionwasnotwith

her.Thebabylookssocute,cappuccino."Youcan

goandrestintheroomjustbesidethestaircase.

Thefirstoneonyourleft.I'lltakecareofbabyEnzo"

Isaidpickinghimup,andlivingtheblanketsonmy

thighs.Thenannyleft,"ncooh,youlooklikeyour

daddy"Isaidplayingwiththebaby.Istoodupwith

himandwentintotheguestroom,Ifoundsimpiwe



lyingonbedanddoingGodknowswhat."CanIhave

hisformula"Isaid.Shestoodupandwentoverto

thebagsthatwerestilldown.Sheretrieveditfrom

thebaby'sbagandgaveittome."Thanks"Isaid

beforeleaving.IwenttoAmanda'sroom,foundher

talkingonthephone."Look,Ihavetogo"shesaid

beforehangingup."Lookwho'sanewmommynow"

shesaidgettingup."Whatevermarn,isn'thejust

cute?"Iaskedsittingontheedgeofthebed."Let

mesee"shesaidkneelingbehindme."He'sokay,

consideringthefactthathismotherisNina"she

said,hechinonmyshoulder."He'sbeautiful,you

justdon'twanttoadmitit"Isaidsmilingatthe

blinkingbaby."Don'tyouknowthat,asmallbaby

likehimshouldbecoveredwithblanket.It'skinda

chillytoo,hecamelikethis?"Sheaskedserious."

Well,umhnotexactly.Areyouserious?"Iasked

slowly."Yescora,I'mserious.Hisbodyisnotyet

fullymature.Heneedsawarmblanket"shesaidso

knowledgeable."WellIdidn'tknow,Letmegoand

gettheblanketsforhim.Canyouholdhimforme"I

askedstandingup."Noways,gowithhim.I'mnota

nanny,certainlynotamother"shesaidhandsraised



up."you'resuchanass"Isaidleavingwithbaby

Enzo.Igothissmallblueandtwoinnersmall

blankets.Iorderedtwoboxesofdoubledeckpizza

andwentbacktoAmanda'sroom.Ihadlefthis

formulathere."Lookslikesomebodyishavingfunin

theSouthBeach"shesaidshowingpicturesofLethu

inDurbanbeachwithsomecoupleofgirlsinbikinis.

"Servesyouright"Isaidcrossingmylegoverand

feedingthebaby."Ouch,Ithoughtwewerefriends"

sheexclaimedunbelievingly."We'vefriendsbut

she'smyfriendtoo.It'snotlikeshe'sdoing

somethingwrong.Youdon'tlookjealousyeither.So

what'sthebigdeal?"Isaid."Geez,Iwasjust

showingyouthepictures,nothingmore."Shesaid."

Doyouloveher?"Iasked,mindyou.Ihadmyback

onher."Yeah,Ithinkso.YouknowI'mnotinitfor

love"shesaidhesitatingly."Lifeistooshorttolivea

lie,yougottamakeupyourmindMandy"Isaid,but

shedidn'tsayathing.'excuseme"Isaidleavingthe

roomwithEnzoandhisformula.Iwentdownstairs

andsatinthelounge.Iputthesleepingbabyonthe

couch,hewassuchanangel.ImeanIhaven'theard

himcryeversincehegotin.Itookmyphoneonthe



coffeetableandwentthroughmyWhatsApp.Igota

messagefromAlonzo,sayinghehadgotintothe

plantoSA.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

ImessagedCoraonmywaybackfromDurban,

actuallyIhadliedtoheraboutmywhereabouts.He

thoughtthatIwasinCaliforniaregardingsome

businessdevelopment.IhadwenttoDurbaninorder

tomeetupwithherauntLiliana.Whoimessaged

Threedaysearlier.Idrovethereandwemetupina

restaurant.Shelookedfrailandold.

Flashback

Shewassittingonthefarleftoftherestaurant,

figgitatingwithherfingers.Shelookedsonervous,I

walkeduptoherand."Hi,youmustbeLillian

Maphumulo"Isaidsittingdown."Hi"shesaidjumpy.

"IthoughtyouweregoingtocomewithCora"she

saidinasmallvoice.Shelookedlikeshewas

comingdownwithflueorsomething.."Ididn'tsay



that,Ithoughtyouweregoingtocomewithyour

disgustinghusband"Isaidfirmly.''Iwantedtolook

intothatbastardseyesandthensendhimtohis

grave"Isaidwithalotofanger."UnfortunatelyI

couldn't,herefusedtocomealong,butyoucantell

meeverythingsinceIamhere.Iwanttomeetwith

mydaughter,IpromisedhermotherthatI'dtake

careofherandI'vefailedmiserably.I'vefailedmy

sister."Shesaidwhipping."UnfortunatelyIdon't

thinkshewantstoeverlayhereyesonyou.She

doesn'tevenknowthatIamhere...Andwherewere

you,whenyourcrazysonofabitchwasbusy

satisfyinghimselfonCora"Iaskedsofurious."Ihad

towork,Iwasneverathomemostofthetime,they'd

comehomefromschoolaround3:00pmandIhad

nightshifts."Shewipinghertears."She'syourniece

forcryingoutloud,didn'tyounoticeanychangesor

maybeyoudidbutyouchosetoignorethemjustso

youcouldsaveyouLittlestupidmarriage"Isnapped,

drawingalotofattentiontomyself."GodknowsI

wouldnotdosuchadespicablething,IloveCoralike

she'smyown.She'smynieceafterall.LikeIhad

said,weredidn'tseeeachotherthatmuch.Andwho



wouldhavesuspectedherownbiologicalfather,I

onlyfoundoutabouttheyearsofabusebythetime

shelefthome.Ifoundaletterinherwardrobe,three

daysaftertheincidentoccurred."Shesaidwhipping

onceagain."Idon'tbelieveawordyousay,Ijust

wantedyoutoknowthatCoraisfine.Shemisses

ConnieandCharles,anywaysshemightcomeby

whenshe'sready"Isaidstandingup."Wait,howcan

Icontacther,howdoIgetholdofyou"sheasked

quicklystandingup."I'llcallyou"Isaidbuttonning

myjacket."Canatleastseeherpictures"sheasked

genuinelyinterested."Itookoutmyphoneand

showedheronepicture.

Flashends

Iwasgoingtotakeme5hourstogethomefrom

Durban.

.

Cora'sPOV

"Couldyoupleaseshowmehowtobaththebaby"I

askedthenannyasIenteredintotheguestroom.

Shewassittingonbed,wearingagown.Itwas17:30



intheafternoon."Okay"shesaidstandingup."We

willusethemainbathroom"Isaidleadingtheway

uptoourroom,shewascarryingthebaby'sbag.The

babywaslyingonbed."Thishousemust'vecost

millions"shecommentedaswegotinsidethemain

bedroom.Ipaidnoattentiontothat,pickedupthe

baby.Iundressedhimcarefully,hisdisposable

diaperwasjustwet.Ipickedhimupanddisposedit

inthebathroom'sdustbin.Sheopenedthewater

tapsequally.ikneelednearthesinkandputmyhand

insidethebathtubsothatIcouldfeelthe

temperature.Shegavemeatowelsmearedwith

aqueouscream.IputEnzoinsideandwashedhim.

ThatwaswhenIfirstheardhimcry,"don'tworry,

he'slikethatwithwater."Simpiwesaidaftera

glancedather.iwashedhimthroughhistears.Itook

himupandsimpiwehelpedmetowraphimina

smallcloth.Hewashystericalcrying."It'sok,shh,

shh"Isaidtryingtocalmhimdown."HowdoIget

himtostopcrying"Iaskedalmostintearsmyself."I

haven'tfiguredthatoutyet"shesaidshruggingher

shoulder.Iwentintothebedroomandtookhis

formula,putitinhismouth.Hepusheditoutwith



histongueacoupleoftimesbeforefinallyaccepting

it.Hefellasleepafteralongtime,"youcanleave,

there'spizzainthekitchencounterifyou'rehungry"I

saidtakingthebagfromherhands."Sure"shesaid

beforeleaving.Iputthebabyonbedand

moisturisedhisbodywithVaselinethatIfound

insidethebag.Idressedhimupandwrappedhimup

inhisblankets.Iputhiminthemiddleofthebedand

wentinsidethebathroomtocleanupthebathtub.I

thentookashowerafterthat,woremywhitelong

nightieandgownalongwithsleepers.Thebabywas

soundasleepwhenIgotbackintotheroomfrom

thecloset,Idecidedtogointothekitchentowarm

upatwopiecesofpizzatoeat."Mandy..."IsaidasI

foundhersittingonthehighchairwithabowlof

noodlesInfrontofher."Twinsister"shesaidsmiling.

"Iopenedupthepizzaboxandtherewereonly3

piecesthere"Igaveherthelook."It'sdefinitelynot

me,Itookonlyonepieceearliertoday"shesaid

shrugging."I'mnotcomplaining"Isaidhandsraised

up."Youshouldn't,there'sawholeunopenedbox

insidetherefrigerator"shesaid."That'sformyman,

incasehecomesbackhungry"Iexplained."Mmh,



anywaysmomcalledandsenthergreetingstoyou."

Shesaid."Youcouldhavegivenmethephone.

We'reinthesamehouse"Iexclaimed."It'ssucha

bighouse,thereareaboutahundredoffootsteps

frommyroomtothesittingroom"shewhined.Ihad

twopiecesofpizza."Letmegoandgetthebaby's

formulassothatIcouldfillthemupforthenight"I

saidandIdidjustthat."You'regoingtobesleeping

withthebaby?"SheaskedasIwasshakingthe

secondbabyformula."Yeah,Imeanwhynot"Isaid

casually."Cora,youcannotaffordtogetemotionally

attachedtothisbaby.Thisisgoingtohurtyouatthe

endofthedayandIdon'twanttoseeyougethurt."

shesaid."AtleastI'dsayItriedotherthanjust

givingupbecausetheraceevenbegun"Isaid

positively."Ok,butpleaseguardyourheart"shesaid

huggingme.wentbackintothebedroomandfound

putthetwoformulasonthesidestandofthe

headboard.Idecidedtogoonlineandreadalittlebit

abouthowtotakecareoftwomonthsoldbabies.I

reallywasclueless,Ievenwatchedafewvideos.

.



Salvatore'sPOV

Iwalkedintotheroomwhichwaswidelyopened,

Corawassleepingwhilesittingonherbutt.Shewas

leaningontheheadboard,Iwalkeduptoherand

noticedLorenzolayingnexttoher,shehadaphone

inherhands.Itookitandpausedandvideothatwas

playing."Ilmiocuerobatte"Icalledoutsoftly,she

openeduphereyes,lookingalittlebitconfused."

Lovewami..."Shesaidsmiling."Whendidyouget

here"sheaskedstandingupandhuggingme,so

happily."Imissedyou"shesaidgivingmeapeckon

thelips."It'sonlybeenthreedays"Isaidpullingher

waisagainstmybody"aweekformebecauseIwas

notherewhenyouleft"sheremindedme."What

haveyoubeenupto,thebaby,inhere?"Iasked

lookingintohereyes."Nothing..."Shesaidsmiling."

Hewillsleepheretonight"shesaidseriously."ButI

thoughtwecouldgetnaughtytonight"Isaid

seductively."Youmustbeveryfatigued.Letmego

andgetyousomethingtoeatwhileyoutakea

shower"shesaidremovingmyhandsfromherwaist.

"Areyourunning"Isaidchucklingcasuallybefore



goingintothebathroom.Itookquickshowerwiped

mybodyandworemyboxers."Whattookyouso

long"Iaskedasshewalkedin."Nothing"shesaid

smiling."Ohhk"Isaidsuspiciously.Hegavemea

traywithThreepiecesofpizzaandpormagranate

glassofjuicealongwithabowlofdifferentfruits.

"Howwasyourtrip"sheaskedsittingdownonher

sideofthebed,thebabyinbetweenthetwoofus."

Notsogood,ididn'tgetthedeal.Theyrefusedtosell

metheirland"Iliedavoidingthetopic.IfIreally

wantedsomethingImadesuretogetit.Kongnever

loose."I'msorryaboutthat,butIamsureyou'll

figureoutsomething.You'reSalvatoreafterall"she

saidwithalotFaithinme.Ihatedlyingtoher,butI

hadnochoice.IdecidedthatI'dletherknowduring

theDecemberholidaysbecausetheywerelonger

andshecouldtakehertimetodigesteverything.I

didn'twanthertostress,thatcouldhaveabig

impactonherstudies.Findingoutthatthemenwho

assaultedyouandyouthoughtyoukilledwasalive,

ismajorthing."Thethreeofuswillgoshopping

tomorrow,thebabyneedsalotofstaff."Shesaid

thoughtfully."Mmh"moanedchewing."ButIhad



givenNinaalotofmoneyforthebaby,shesaidshe

wantedtobuy'babystuff".what'snottherenow?''I

askedcuriouslyandconfused."Alotactually,you'll

seetomorrowandyeahweneedtoturnoneofthe

guestsroomintoanurseryroomforLorenzo.I'll

personallytakecareofthat,allyouneedtodoisgive

metheinteriordesigner'scontactnumberandI'll

takeitfromthere"shesaidsoenthusiastic."Stop

bossingmearound"Isaidkiddingly."Goodnight"

shesaidswitchoffhersidelamp.Ifinishedeating

andwenttosleep.

................................................................

Thethreeofuswenttothemallthefollowing

morning,shewascarryingthebabyandIwas

pushingthepushcart.Allshedidwasjustpointout

thethingsshewanted,wewentintoalotofbaby

shops.SheevenboughtababyWalker,hewastwo

monthsforgoodnesssake.Sheboughtabout4

packsofdisposablediapers.Fivebabyformulas,a

lotsofclothes,babypram,acoupleofblankets,

babybathingdish,lotions,aqueouscream,baby

wipes,milk,4babyJohnson'sbathingset.Asmall



babytoiletsit."I'vegot10missedcallsfromEsihle.

ShesaidretrievingherphonefromherhandbagasI

wasdrivingoffthemall"where'syourphone"she

asked.."Shit,Iforgotmyphonehome"Iexclaimed,"

letmecallherback"shesaid."Esihle"shesaidon

thephone."What,no,no...buthow.When"sheasked

alittlebitlouder."Whereisshe"sheasked."Ok,we

willbetherewithinanhour"shesaidthenhungup."

What'swrong,whathappened"Iaskedlookingather

throughtherearviewmirror."Esihle'sfatherdiedlast

night"shesaid.

[6/3,14:47]Lynne:Continuing...

simpiwewhowaswatchingtelevision.I

putmybagdownandwentupstairstoGetchanged.

Iworemylongwhitedressandsandals."Let'sgo''

SalvatoresaidassoonasIgotdownstairs.He

wasn'tgoingtochange

.

Wedrovethereinsilence,therewerealotofcars

parkedontheroadassoonaswegotthere.He

parkedalittlebitfarfromthehouse,wewalkedup



intothehouse.Therewerealotofpeopletheretoo,

somegivingusstrangelooks.Wegotintothe

house,"excuseme,wherecanIfindEsihle?"Iasked

aladywhowasbusyservingpeoplebeveragesand

snacks."She'sinherroom"shesaidimpatiently.I

lookedatSalvatore"thisway"hesaidleadingthe

waytoEsihle'sroom."Hey"Isaidshakingher,she

wassleeping.Shewokeupandsatupright."Sister

in-law"shesaidinahuskyvoice."You'rehere,I've

beentryingtocallyoubothbutyourphoneswere—

"theshestartedcryingoutloud.Ipulledherinfora

hug,Salvatorewasstandingalittlebitfarforbig

brother."He'sgone,he'snevercomingback.Hewas

mybestfriend,howamIsupposedtolivewithout

him"shesaidcrying."Shhh...Everythingisgoingto

befine,thistooshallpass."Isaidtryingtocalmher

down

.

Salvatorejoinedinonahug,"I'msosorry,little

sister,I'mherenowI'llfixeverything,everythingis

goingtobeokay"hesaidsobravelybutIcouldfeel

thattherewasthisedgeofsadnessandpaininhis



voice."Brother,my,myfather.He's—"whenever

she'dtalk,she'djustbreakdownandcry.Ipulledout

ofthehugandwentintothekitchentogetsome

water.Ifirstdranksomeandthenpouredintothe

jug,tooktwoglassesandajugtothem.Iputthe

glassjugandglassesontheheadboardstandand

poureduptwoglassesofwater."Igavetheglasses

tothem."Whereareyourbrothers"Iaskedcuriously.

"Theyareatthemorguetoidentifythecorpse"she

said."Yourmother?,Shemustbedevastated.

Where'sshe,?"Iasked."She'sinherroomthefirst

oneonyourleft"sheexplainedinahuskytinylittle

voice."I'llgoandtalktoher"Isaid."Cora,you'renot

goinganywhere"Salvatoresaidshiftingfrom

sadnesstofuriousness."Joaquin,nottoday"Isaid

.

Wepassedbythedoctorsofficeandhadour

session,itwasintenseandbittercold.Onourway

homeIkeptonthinkingaboutMrsDlaminiandwhat

shesaid,sheseemedtocare.Sheseemedkindand

loving.Icouldn'tbelievethatshewasthesame

personwhoabandonedafewhoursoldinfantonthe



doorstep,inthecoldmiddleofthenight.Ibelieved

thattherearethreesidesofeachandeverystoryout

there.Thefirstoneisoftheaccused,theotherone

isofthedefendantandlastlythesideofthetruth.

AndIbelievethateverysidedeservesachance

beforetheactualverdict.Wegotintothehouse,it

wassoquiet.Iguessedeverybodyhadgonetosleep.

"I'llgoandprepareussomequicktoeat.Youcango

andfreshenup"Salvatoreoffered."Okay,thanks"I

saidputtingmyhandbagonthecoffeetable.I

passedbytheguestroomtocheckonLorenzo.He

wassleepingsopeaceful.Ithenwentupstairsand

tookabath.Iworemynightieandsleepers.Ifound

JoaquindishingupasIgotintothekitchen."It

smellssoDevineinhere"Isaidopeningthe

refrigeratorandtakingoutthebottleofcranberry

juice.Ipouredupintotwoglassesandputtheonthe

kitchenisland.Hewasquiettheentiretime.Heput

thebowlsofpasta,sauceandmeatballsInfrontof

thetwoislandhighchairs.Andretrievedtwoforks

fromtheshelfandputtheminsidethetwobowls.I

satdown,saidgracebeforeweate.AtleastIwas

eating.Hekeptonmixingthespaghettiandthe



sauce."Aren'tyougoingtoeat"Iaskedconcerned

abouthim.HehasbeenquietforaLongtime."I'm

nothungry"hesaidsighing."Haveacoupleof

spoonsatleast,youhaven'teatenanythingsince

morning''Isaidstandingup,twirlinghischairaround.

Itookhisbowlofpastaandrolleditaroundthefork.

"I'llfeedyou,comeon.Openup"Isaid."Cora—"

please,justafewforks.Formysake"Ipleadedand

heopenedup.Heputhishandonmywaist.Ifed

himuntilthepastawasfinished.Iputthebowlson

thekitchencounter."Youknowyoucantellme

anything,right?.Whateveritisthat'sbotheringyou.

Youcansharewithme"Isaidkissinghisforehead."

Iknow"hesaidfakingasmile."Goandfreshen

up,i'llwashthedishes''Ioffered.Hesighedand

stoodup.

[6/3,14:47]Lynne:Page38

Salvatore'sPOV

Iwokeup,jumpyandfast.Iwashavingabaddream,

itwasmoreofamemorythenadream.EversinceI



sawthatwomen'sfaceeverythinghasbeenjusta

messyinmymind."Hey,areyouokay."Coraasked

puttingherhandonmyback,Imust'vewokenherup.

"GobacktosleepCora"Isaidsighingheavily."How

canIgotosleepwithyouactingsostrange.Outwith

italready,what'swrong"sheaskedgettingoffthe

bedandstandingrightInfrontofme.Iwassittingon

theedgeofthebed.Ihadmyheadboweddown,

elbowsonmythighsandfaceonthepalmofmy

hands."I'mfineCora"Isaidirritated.Shekneeled

down,pushedherwayin-betweenmythighs.She

yankedmyhandsonthesidesandIwasforcedto

facehim."Whatdoyouwantfromme,didn'tItell

youtogotosleepalready''Isnapped,shegotscared

abitbutrecoveredimmediately."I'mnotgoingto

sleep,I'mworriedaboutyou.What'swrongJoaquin.

Pleasedon'tshutmeout,I'mhereforyou.Youcan

doanythingbutpleasedon'tshutmeout"shesaid

puttingherhandsonmyface."Iwanttobealone"I

saidimpatiently."I'mnotgoinganywhereuntilyou

tell—"fuckitCora,IsaidIwanttobealone!"I

shoutedfuriouslyangry."Okay,ifyousayso"She

saidshakingandstandingup.Iheldherhandjust



whenshewastotakethethirdstepawayfromme.I

swiftlypulledherbacktome.Iheldherclose,got

myarmswrappedaroundherpetitebody.Shewas

standinginbetweenmythighs."Iwassixyearsold

whenithitme,Iwassotiredofwatchingotherkids

playingwithboththeirparentswhileIhadonlyjust

one.OnedayIhelpedontohisshirtandkepton

askinghimandmymother...

.

Narrated

Flashback

"AJ,leavemyshirt.Itoldyouthatyoormotherisin

heaven"hesaidsoimpatiently.AfterallAJhadbeen

nagginghimforthepasttenminutes."PapaIwant

mymom,Iwasmymommy."Hescreamedcrying

outloud."AJleaveletgoofmyshirt"hestartedto

shout."Nonono,Iwantmymommy,Iwantmy

mommy,Iwantmymommy"hecriedoutloud."She

leftyouonmydoorstepthesamedayyouwereborn.

Sheneverwantedyou,shewantednothingtodo

withus."Heshoutedsoangrilythathestopped



crying,helookedupintohisfather's.Hecouldread

thebittertruth.Tearsneverstoppedstreamingdown

hispinkcheeks."You'relyingpapa,nono,you're

lying"hesaidunbelievinglybeforerunningupstairs

intohisroomandlockingitup."AJ,I'msorry.You

shouldn'thavetohearthat.I'msorrymyboy"the

fathercriedoutsidethelockeddoorafterrealizing

whathehadjustdone,hewasfeelingguilty...flash

ends

.

Salvatore'sPOV

"Eversincethen,I'veonlybrewedhatredinmyheart

andmind.IhatedmymotherandIstillhateherbut

sometimesIfeelit'snotenough.Ihatedtheman

whotookmymotheraway,Ihatedlifeitself.I

becameaproblemchildeversincethen.Ishouldbe

happynowthathe'sdeadanddonefor.It'sanirony

howIfeelsadandguilt,IusedtopraytoGodevery

nightbeforeIwenttosleep.Iprayedthatthemen

whotookmymotherfrommemustjustdiesothat

mymomanddadreunites.Afteryearsofprayerit

neverhappened,Godneveransweredmyprayers.So



Istoppedpraying.Nowthathefinallydid,Ishouldbe

happy.EventhoughIhatedhim,henever

reciprocatedthesamefeeling.Hewelcomedme

withawarmheartwheneverI'dcometheretosee

mysiblings.Hedidn'tdeservetodie,sheshould

havediedinsteadofhim.Hewassuchagoodman"

Isaid,myvoicehadbecomehuskyandmythroat

feltsodry."Shhh...it'sokay"shesaidmakingme

realizethatIwasactuallycrying."It'snotyourfault

thathedied,it'snot.Goddoesnotgrantprayerslike

those.Ahundredsofpeoplewoulddieddailyifhe

did,there'salotofgateinthisworld.It'snotyour

fault,youwerejustyoungandignorant,Youwere

justdesperateforamother'slove.Hedidn'tdie

becauseofYou,stopguilttrippingyourselfover

thingsyouhadnocontrolover.You'reagoodman,

andIloveyou.It'snotyourfault"shesaidholding

metightly.Westayedinthesamepositionforalong

time.Myheadrestingjustbelowhisbreasts."what

areyoudoing?''sheaskedinatinyvoice."Please,I

needthis"Isaidgettingridofherpanties."Butthe

deathand—"please"Isaidcuttingheroff.Making

lovewastheonlyremedyformymiseryandworries.



Ithadthisthingofwipingawayyourpain,not

permanentlybutatleastforafewhours.She

noddedbeforekissingmylips.Inoticedthatshehad

linesofdrytearsonherface.Wekissedthrough

whichIwasbusyremovinghersilkynightieandthe

restishistory.

.

Iwokeupsofatigue,wewereinacuddlingposition.

Wewerebothnaked,hewasfastasleep,Icouldfeel

hisbreathonmyneck.Iremovedhishandfrom my

waistandwentintothebathroom.Ididmyhygiene

process,IwasstandingInfrontofthemirror,wearing

myjoggingtracksuit.ItwasrainingoutsidebutI

wasgoingtojoganyway,Ineededsomebreathof

freshair."CanIjoinyou"hesaidwakingup."Yeah

sure"Isaidcasually.Hegotoffthebedandwalked

intothebathroom.Iwaslookingatthegiant

cucumbertheentiretime."Youmightwanttotakea

pic,itlastlonger"hesaidpickingthroughthe

bathroomdoor."Oryoucouldjustkeepwalking

aroundnakedlythewholeday"Isaidsmiling

naughtily."Thatcouldbearranged,aslongaswe're



bothgoingtoparticipateinit"hesaidfromthe

bathroom."Corathinksthatyouareverycunning"I

saidlaughing."Alonzothinksthatyouaresucha

pervertedwomantoevenhavesuchideasinyour

head"hesaidwalkingIntothecloset.Hecameback

wearingshorts,vestandsneakersforjogging."

Thankyou"hesaidstandingInfrontofme."For

what?"Iaskedpuzzled."Forbeingthereforme,

thosewords.Ifeelbetternow"hesaidputtinghis

handsonmybutt."Mmh,Iwasjustdoingmyduty.

AsaSouthAfricancitizen"Isaidsmiling."Youdo

thatwitheverycitizen,Imeandoyousextheirpain

awaywhentheybagforit"heaskedchuckling

unbelievingly."NobutImightaswelldoitsinceyou

suggestedit,don'ttemptme"Isaiddramatically

serious."Trydoingthat,youwillgettoseeyour

bloodsample"hesaidnotsokidding."Babe,Isee

mybloodsampleeachandeverymonth.It'dbe

nothingnewtome"isaidsochilled."What,ohh.

Disgusting"hesaiduponrealisingwhatImeant.I

justgiggled"let'sgobeforeIpuke"hesaidjokingly.

Wewentjogging.



.

Wecanbackdrenched,1hourand30minuteslater."

Wow!"Amandaexclaimedshockedassoonaswe

gotinsidethehouse."Youguysarecertainlyinsane.

It'srainingheavily,nottomentionthatit'scoldbut

youwerebusyjogging"shesaidunbelievingly."

Goodmorningtoyoutoolesbianwannabe"

Salvatoresaidmakingmelaughhysterically."Mr

Musclesdon'tstartwithme"Amandasaidwarningly.

"Where'sLorenzo"Iaskedtakingoffmymuddy

sneakers.

"Intheguestroomwiththenanny,howcomeshe

hardlycomesoutofthatroom.ibetI'veonlyjustsaw

hertwice"Amandaaskedseriously."Ibetshe'seven

aaprofessionalnanny,haveyouseenhernailsand

hair.Noordinarynannycouldaffordthose.JoaquinI

thinkyoushouldtalktoher"Isaidsolemnly."Why

amIbeingtoldthisnow?.Cora,youshouldhave

spokentoher.Womantowoman"hesaidpissed."It

wasnotmyplace,themotherofthechildemployed

her.Shemusthaveseenherasaperfectfitforthe

job.WhoamItoarguewiththatbesidesthingshave



beenhecticlately.Youhaven'tevenspentproper

timewithyourson"Isaidreasonably."I'llgoand

haveawordwithher"hesaidgoingintotheguest

room.Leavingthemudtracksonthefloor.

"Youguysarealwaysbickeringaboutsmallissue"

Amandacommented."ShutupMandy"Isaid

scornfullybeforegoingupstairstotakeawarm

shower.Imoisturisedmybodyandworemygrey

warmNiketracksuits,socks,bobblehatandsleepers.

OnmywaydownstairsIcameacrossSalvatore."

Hey,I'm...—"Idon'twanttohearit"Isaidcuttinghim

offandsignallingforhimtostopwithmyhand.I

wasgoingtopreparebreakfastwhenIrealizedthat

therewasnobreadtheonlythingIcouldworkwith.I

wentintothesittingroomwhereIhadleftmy

handbaglastnight.Tookoutmypurseandretried

mylastR100note.Iwalkedtothebackyardguests

house,wherethechauffeurandsecuritiesresided.I

askedRobinsontobuymethreeBrownbreads.I

thenwentbackintothemainhouse.Inoticedthat

themudtrackswerenolongerthere,itmusthave

beenAmandawhowipedthem."Thanks"Isaid,she



shruggedhershoulder."I'msorryfortakingmy

frustrationsonyou."Iapologizedsincerely."We're

cool"shesaidsmiling."Ifwe'recool,couldyouhelp

mewithpreparingforbreakfast"Iaskedpullingmy

puppyeyeslook."You,youjustimpossible"shesaid

shakingherheadbutstandingup.Wemade

breakfastandsetupthetable,Salvatorewasbusy

withhislaptopinthesittingroom."I'llgoandget

simpiwe,pleaselethimknowthatbreakfastin

ready."Isaid."Noways,I'mnotgoingtobeyourfax

mail"shesaidhandsraisedup.Istartedintheguest

room."Hi,Comejoinus,breakfastisready"Isaid

pickingupthebabybesideher.Shewastappinginto

hercellphone."Givemeasec,I'mcoming"shesaid

withoutevengivingmeaglance.Shewaswearinga

bumshort,kneelengthsocks,sandalsandajersey."

Okay"Isaidpickingupthebaby'sformula."

Alonzo,Breakfastisserved"Isaidbeforegoingto

thediningroom.Iputtheformulaonthetableand

dishedupformyselfusingmyotherfreehand.itwas

nothingmuch,justtoastedbreadwithcheese,fried

eggs,backandsausagesandthencoffeeandtea."

Letmehelpyou"Amandaoffered."I'malmostdone"



Isaid.Salvatorecameinandsatdown,dishedup,

Amandawasalreadydiggingin.Simpiwecamein

andsatdown,shewastypingGodknowswhaton

herphone.Isatdownwiththebabyinmyarm."

Couldyoupassmethescrambledeggs"simpiwe

askedSalvatorewithabroadsmile.Hedidjustthat,

welltherewasnoconversationonthetable,there

wassilenceexceptforthetimeswhensimpiwe

wouldgiggledwhilelookingatherphone.Iwas

kindafedup,"excuseme"Isaidstandingupwith

thebabyandmyplate.Iwentintothesittingroom

andsatthere.IputtheplateonthetablewhenIwas

done."Mandy,wouldyoupleasemakemeacupof

tea"Icalledout."Sure"shesaid.But3minuteslater

simpiwecamewiththatcupofteaonasideplate."

Here'syourtea"shesaidsmilinggenuinely."

Thanks"Isaidreturningthesmile."Noproblem"she

saidturningonhersteps."Simpiwewhenwasthe

lasttimehehadabath"Iaskedreferringtothebaby.

"Lastnight,Icouldnotwashhimtodaybecauseit's

cold"shesaidthoughtfully."Buthehasabadodour"

Isaidcalmlyandcollected."Itwashismother's

instructionsthatIdonotwashhimtoday,hemight



cashcold.Andwhoarewetoarguewithawoman

whogavebirthtohim,right?"Shesaideyesraised."

Butyoucouldhavewipedhisbody,right.Youcango

I'lldoitmyself"Isaidkindofpissedoff.

.

Ididn'tevenhavethatcoffee,Iwentintotheguest

roomandtookthebaby'sbag.andwentintoour

room.Iputthebabydownandwentintotheroom

whereRobinsonhadputthestaffIhadbought.I

tookthebaby'swashingbasinandthebigplastic

thathadhisclothes,wentbackintotheroom.Iput

warmwateranddettolinthebasin,Iputthebasin

onthebedandundressedthebaby.Tookoneofthe

towelsfromtheplasticbagandwipedthebaby,he

wascryingevenwhenIwaswipinghim.Ifinished

up,moisturisedhistinybodyanddressedhimup.I

thenwrappedhimupinthenewblanketsIhad

bought,theonehewasinitiallyinsmeltofmilk.I

thentookhimintomyarms,InoticedSalvatore

standingonthedoor,leaningtowardsthedoorframe.

"I'msorryaboutearlier"hesaid,handsonhis

pockets.Ihadnotimeforhim,Iwasbusytryingto



makethebabycalmdown."Iforgothisformula

downstairs,I'llgoandgetit"Isaidwalkingtowards

thedoor."No,I'llgoandgetit"heoffered.2minutes

laterhecamebackwithitandIputitinLorenzo's

mouth,asusualherejecteditbutfinallyacceptedit.

15minuteslaterhewasfallingasleep.Iputhim

downonbedandcleanedthemessIhadmade."

What'swrong,you'redoingeverythingwithsomuch

anger"heasked."It'snothing,haveyoutalkedto

simpiwe"Iaskedsittingdownonthebed."YesIdid,

shesaidshe'dgethernailsremovedbecausethey

mighthurtthebaby.Shesaidsheisfromthe

AlcolarcaretakingagencyandImadesuretomake

acalltheretheysaidtheyknowher"hesaidsitting

downnexttome."Somethingaboutherjustdoesn't

sitwellwithme,hersmileisnotgood,maybeit's

justafigmentofmyimagination"Isaidsighing

softly."Justtakeeverythingslowandsteady,you

don'thavetoworksohardwiththebaby.She'sthe

nannynotyou"hesaidputtingherhandontopof

mine."Iknow,IjustwantLorenzotogetclosetome,

wehavetohavethatbond.Inoitcanneverbe

anythingclosetowhatheandhismothersharebutI



gottatry"Isaid."You'rejust...you'reperfect."He

saidwithsomuchemotion."Icouldneverbe

anywherenearperfect"Isaidstandingup,hestood

uptoo."Believemeyou'reareandIloveyoufor

that"hesaidholdingmyhands."Ihaven'tforgiven

youyet"Isaidduckingthekiss."Aww,whatcanIdo

toearnyourforgiveness"heaskedchuckling

casually."Anicehomemadedinnerandavisitto

theDlaminiscoulddothetrick"Isaidseriously."

What?,Itwouldtaketakemeatleastthreehours

getafullmealpreparedandthenthedriveandthen

theappointmentplusIhaveimportantdocuments

I'mworkingon."Hesaidwhining."Youhavebrains,

you'llfigureitout"Isaidbeforeleavingtheroom.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

"I'llseetolaterontomorrow,justemailittome"I

saidtotheclubmanager."Oksure"thephonewas

onloudspeaker.Ihungupandcontinuedwithmy

cooking.Iwasgoingtomakelambchops,creamy



mushrooms,smashedpotatoeswithcheese,fried

ricewitheggs,greensalad,bruchetaandfordesertI

wasgoingtomakepannacotawithstrawberries."

CanIassistyouwithsomething"Iheadavoiceask."

Nothanks,Iliketohavethewholekitchentomyself

whenIamcooking"Isaidafterturningaround.It

wasthenanny,"Cora'ssuchaluckywoman.Aguy

whocancook.Ihopesheappreciatesyoubecause

whoknowssomeotherwomenmightjustsnatch

youbeforeshestartstorealizeyourworth"shesaid

smiling,Ijustgazedatherpuzzled."It'sajoke,I'm

justjoking"shesaidchuckling."Thatwasajoke?,

Ohh.Ijustdidn'tcatchit"that'sallIsaidbefore

returningtowhatIwasdoing."Areyousurethatyou

don'tneedmyhelp?"Sheaskednaggingme."You

cangetthoseboiledpotatoespeeledoff"Isaid

tryingtogetheroffmyback.Corawasinthelibrary

studying,Amanda?.ThelasttimeIsawhershewas

goingtoherroomupstairs."It'sabeautifulhome

youhavehere,howmuchdiditcost?"Sheasked.I

wasmixingcornflourtopreparebruchetadish."

Howmuchdiditcost?"Sheaskedsoundingcurious.

"Notthatmuch,I'dappreciateitifwejustgotalot



doneandlesstalking."Isaidsighing."YesMr

Salvatore"shesaidgiggling.

.

"Simpiwe,you'rehere?"Coraaskedstartlingme."

Yeah,MrSalvatoreaskedformyhelp"shesaid.Cora

gazedatme."Notexactly,sheaskedifshecould

helpme.Shewassuchapainintheass,Ioffered

hersomethingtodo."Isaiddefensivelyuponseeing

Cora'slook."Mmh,congratulationsonyournew

assistantchef.I'mjustgonnagoandcheckonLore"

shesaid."Youdon'thavetodothat,shewillgo"I

saidlookingatthenanny."Ofcourse,letmegoand

checkoutonhim"shesaidwipingoffherwethands.

"Canyousmellthat"Isaidsniffingaround."Smell

what"sheaskedpuzzled."Ismelljealousy,areyou

burningupwithjealousy"Iaskedgiggling."

Whatever,I'moutofhere."Shesaidrollinghereyes.

"Don'tworryshe'snotmytype"Isaidlaughingas

shewasleaving.
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Narrated



Salvatorefinishedcookingandtheywenttoseethe

Dlaminis,passedbythedoctorandcamestraight

homearound20pm.Theyfoundthenannywatching

televisionandbabyAlonzolayingbesidesher,

Amandawasnotaround."Where'sAmanda"Cora

askedastheyenteredintothehouse."Shewas

fetchedbysomewhiteguyjustafewminutesafter

youleft"simphiwesaid."Ohh,OK"shesaid."Let

megoandtakeashower"Salvatoresaidlookingso

tired."Ineedonetoo"Corasaidyawning.Theyboth

wentupstairs,CoratookabathwhileSalvatoretook

ashower.Shegotdonefirst,woreherwarmPJsand

wentdownstairstowarmupfoodfordinner.

.

Amanda'spov

Michaelhadfetchedmefromthehouseearlierthat

dayafterItoldhimIwasbored.Wetalkedaloton

thecellphone,weweremorelikegoodfriends.Well

atleastIthoughtso,wecatchesamovieathis

house,threemoviesinfact,itrainingheavilyoutside.



Wewereundercovers,morelikeunderashawlon

thecouch.Imadesurethattherewassome

distancebetweenus."IthinkIshouldgo,I'mtired"I

saidhavingsomepopcorn."It'sstillearly"hesaid

glancingathiswristwatch."Twomorehours"he

said''butthat'swhatyousaidtwohoursago"Isaid

whining."Besidesthismovieisboring"Isaidhi

yawning.Myeyeskindofhurt,I'dbeensittingInfront

ofthecouchforhours!."Let'sdothis,sinceI'm

curioushowaboutIaskyousomequestionsand

youaskmeback"hesuggested."Mmh,sounds

dangerous"Isaidsounsureaboutit."Comeon"he

said."Okay"Ireluctantlyagreed."Ladiesfirst"he

said."Yougofirst,Ihavenoideawhattoask"Isaid

shrugging.."ladiesfirst"hesaidpersistent."Okay,

don'tlie.InfactIthinkweshouldintoeachothers

eyes"Isaidsittingupstraightandhedidthesame."

Whatsortofworkdoyoudo?"Iaskedlookinginto

hiseyes."Iworkforapolicestationasadetective.

ButIthoughtIalreadytoldyou"hesaid,Icouldtell

thattherewasnolieinthatbutjustsomeheldback

information."Youcan'tpossiblyownthosecarsin

thegarageandthishouseandthentellmeyou'rea



policeofficer.Comeon"Isaidsighingsoftly."One

questionatatime,Iansweredyourquestionnowit's

myturn."Hesaid."But—"nobuts"hesaidputting

hisindexfingeronmylips.Inodded,myheart

skippedabit."Whohurtyou?"Heasked."Whatdo

youmean?"Iasked,blinkingacoupleoftimes."

Whohurtyou,EverytimeIlookintoyoureyes,there's

alwaysthiskindoffear.Idon'tunderstand."Hesaid

seriously."I'mnotsureifIfollow,Ididn'tknowthat

youalsopsychoanalysepeople"Isaidchuckling

nervously."Let'spassonthatquestion.Yourturn"

hesaidaftergazingatmeforawhile.Iwasfeeling

uncomfortable."OK,ummh.Howoldareyou"I

asked."WhydoIgetthefeelingthatyou'reavoiding

personalquestionsonpurpose"hecommented.''no

I'mnot"Isaiddefensively."OkayI'm28yearsold"he

answeredmakingmegaggingunbelievingly."

Really!"Iaskedeyespoppedout."What"heasked

chucklingcasually.Ishruggedmyshouldersand

sighed."Myturn"hesaidtakingmyhandsintohis."

WhydoyoualwaysrunawaywheneverIkissyou"he

askedsolemnly."That'stoodeep,I'mnotgoingto

answerthat"Isaidclearingmythroat."Therewas



norulesmadeconcerningtheDeepnessofa

questionifIremembercorrectly"hesaidstillholding

myhands."I'mnotgoingtoanswerthat,webetter

turnbacktothemovie.Thiswassuchabadidea

fromthebeginning.Iquit."Isaidturningmyhead

towardsthetelevisionandyankingmyhands.My

heartwasracinglikeawildbeastthenextthinkI

knewhewasbreathingonmyneck."Why,youcan

tellme.ThatImakeyoufeelforeignthingsthatyou

neverfeltbefore.Theyourheartraceslikenever

before,thatmytouch—."I'dliketoleave

immediately"Isaidjumpingoffthecouchand

standingasfarawayfromhimaspossible.Hejust

gazedatmewithadirtysmirkonhisface.Hestood

upandwalkedtowardsme,"don'tcomenearme"I

saidwarninglybuthecontinuedonhisway.AndI

wasmovingbackwardsuntilthebackofmylegshit

theglasstable,Ialmostfellbuthecaughtmyhand

justintime.AndIwasswiftlypullingtohischest,my

breathgothitched."AreyouOK?"Heaskedlooking

intomyeyes,Inoddedmyheartracing.Thefearof

fallingmixedwiththefearofhiscloseness."You

don'thavetobesoscaredofmeIdon'tbite"hesaid



removingthestrandsofhairfrommyface.Kdon't

knowhowhisonehandgottomywaistbutitwas

there.Inoddedonceagain,sonaive.Myeyesfound

theirwaytohispinkishlips.Wekissed,nothistime

hedidn'tkissmebutwekissed.Myinsideswere

melting.Ifelthishandsgetundermysweater,their

coldnesssentchillsdownmyspine.Mybreathing

escalated.Ihadmyhandsonhisshoulders,my

sweaterwasdownthefloorandIwaswasleftina

bodice.Heledmetowardsthecouchandmademe

laydown,hetookoffhisclothesandIwaswatching

himtheentiretime.IknowIhaveseenhisdick

beforebutitlookedalittlebitlongerthatnight.He

tookoffmysneakers,sweatpantsalongwiththe

pantiesIwaswearing.IfeltsoexposedthatIshut

mythighsclose.Hekissedmykneesandopened

themgentle,Iclosedthemonemoretime.Heset

themapartonemoretimeandgotinbetweenthem.

Hehadhishandsonthesideofmyheadandwas

gazingintomyeyes.Iwasfeelingsoshy,Iclosed

myeyes."MyLady,openyoureyes"hesaid.No

pleaseincluded,likeIhadsaidhewasnomanto

beg.Iopenedupmyeyesandtherestisancient



history.

.

Cora'sPOV

"Simpiwe,howoldareyouifImayask"iasked

anyways."I'dbeturning26onthefollowingmonth"

shesaidwithoneofhersmilesIcouldnotfathom."

Mmh,great.Wasityourdreamtobecomeananny.I

meanIwouldn'tbesurprised.WhatImeanissome

peopleouttherereallylovekids.It'sagoodthing

thatyoutakecareofbabies"Isaidsmiling.Salvatore

almostshockedonhisfood."Excuseme"hesaid

standingupandpouringhimselfaglassofwater.''

ThanksIguess"shesaidreturningthefakesmile."

Whatdoyoudo"sheasked."Me?,Ohh.I'ma

gynaecologystudent.Thisismyfirstyearactually"I

saidfakingagiggle."Wow"that'sallshesaid."Mr

Salvatore,yourcookingskillsareimmaculateImust

say"shesaidgazingatSalvatorewhowassitting

down.Thatdayshewaswearinganotheroneofher

bumshorts."Thankyou"Salvatoresaidsmiling"You

shouldhavesomemoreofthesesmashedpotatoes,

they'rereallyscrumptious"Isaidpickingupthebowl



ofsmashedpotatoesanddishingintoherplate."No

I'mfinethanks"shesaidasIwasputtingthethird

spoon."That'senough,thanks"shesaidavoiding

thefourthspoonwithherhand."Areyousure"I

askedsmilinglikearetardfool."YeahI'msure"she

saidlookingatmelikeshewasquestioningmy

sanity."Okaythen"Isaidthendokdiggedinmy

food."I'llwashthedishes"sheofferedalready

collectingthedishesonthetable.Icontinuedwith

myfood.FromthecornerofmyeyeIcouldsee

amusementinAlonzo'seyes."Whileyou'reatit

pleasecoveruptheleftoversandputtheminthe

refrigerator.Excuseme"Isaidleavingthedinning

room.Iwentintotheguestroomandcheckedonthe

baby.Hewasalongsleeperthatone,hehadsweat

onhisforehead.Ileavedhimrightthere,wentinto

ourroomtookmypillsandretrievedmyphoneand

earphonesfrommyhandbag.Igotundercoversand

listenedtomusicwhileIwasplayingapuzzlegame

onmyphone.Alonzocameintwohourslater,he

wascarryinghislaptopandcharger"Can'tsleep?"

HeaskedgettingundercoversIjustignoredhim

bluntlyeventhoughIcouldhearhim.Heputhis



laptopinbetweenusandpluggedthechargerinthe

sidelampsocket.Heunpluggedmyearphones."

Let'swatchamovie"hesaidlookingatmyeven

thoughIwasn'tlookingathimbutIcouldfeelhis

eyesonmyskin.Iclosedmyeyes,tookadeep

breathandopenedthemupagain.Imovedcloserto

himandputmyheadonhisshoulder,heldhishand.

Heplayedthemovie,'WhathappenedtoMonday'.

.

30minutesIwaswasfeelingsleepy,thepillswere

takingover.Iputapillowonhisthighsandlayedmy

headthere.Heputhishandonmyheadandkepton

brushingmyhair.Icouldhardlyseethepictureof

themovie,myvisionwasblur."Iloveyou"Iheard

himsayfaintlyandthenlightsout.Iwokeuponhis

chestthenextday.Hisarmsaroundmypetitewaist.

Isatupstraight,mykneesagainstmychest.Head

ontopofthem.Iwasjustadmiringhisbeautifulface.

Hishairandfacelookedperfecteventhoughhe

hadn'ttakenabathyet.Helateronopeneduphis

eyesandsmiledatme."Goodmorning"Isaid

smiling."Hey"hesaidyawningandrubbinghiseyes.



"Staringisconsideredrudeyouknow"hesaidsitting

inanuprightposition."Icouldn'thelpmyself"Isaid

smilingchildishly."I'mthatirresistible?"Hesaid

chuckling."Let'sjustsayIcan'tkeepmyeyesoff

you"Isaidgiggling."Mmh,let'stakethis

conversationintothebathroom"hesaidseductively

Hethenstoodupandcarriedmeintothebathroom.

Wefuckedundertheshowerwaterrunning.

.

Amanda'spov.

Iwokeupaloneinbeditwasnothingnewanyways,I

wasnaked.Isatupstraightandlookedaround,Igot

offthebedwiththeduvetcoverwrappedaroundmy

body."Don'teventhinkaboutit"hesaidenteringthe

room.Hewascarryingatrayinhishands."What?"I

askedstartledbyhissuddenentering."Areyou

tryingtoruin'breakfastinbed'''heasked

emphasising."Getbackhere"hesaidsittingonthe

theedgeofthebed,Isatbackdown."Letmesee,

weetbix,appleandlimejuice.IthinkIamgoingto



getsick.Thisdoesn'tevengotogether,it'sterrible."I

saidfrowning."Ionlyfoundtheseandstopinsulting

mykindness.Iusuallyeatout"hesaiddefensively."

Usuallyoralways?"Iaskedeyebrowsraisedup."

Okaythat'swhatImeant"hesaidsighing."I'llhave

theApple,I'llhavetopassonyourbreakfastsvision''

IsaidpickinguptheAppleandbitingit."I'llhaveit,

I'mhungryanyways"hesaidpickingupthebowland

eating.IputdowntheApple'sinnercoreonthetray

anddrankuptheglassofjuice.ItwasquitecoldsoI

didn'tfinishit."I'llgoandhaveabath"Isaid

standingup."I'lljoinyou"hesaid."No,that'snot

suchagoodidea,thanksforthebreakfastanyways"

Isaidrushingintothebathroom.Ilockeditandtook

abath.Guiltwaseatingme,buttherewasmoreof

fearthanguilt.Whatnowthathefinallygotwhat

everymandesire.

.

Ashortbedtimestory
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Joe—Closetoyou

Mmmmmmmmyeahmmmm

Mmmmmmmmmmmmm

Mmmmmmmmyeah

Mmmmmmmm

Mmmmmmmmm

Whenweturnoutthelights

Thetwoofusalonetogether

Something'sjustnotright

Butgirl,youknowthatIwouldnevereverlet

another'stouch

Comebetweenthetwoofus

Causenooneelsewillevertakeyourplace

(Chorus)



Nooneelsecomesclosetoyou

Noonemakesmefeelthewayyoudo

You'resospecialgirltome

Andyou'llalwaysbeeternally

EverytimeIholdyounear

YoualwayssaythewordsIlovetohear

Girl,withjustatouch

Youcandosomuch

Nooneelsecomesclose

Mmmmmmmmmmm

Woah,oooh,oooh,girl

Mmmmmmmmmmm

AndwhenIwakeupto



Thetouchofyourheadonmyshoulder

You'remydreamcometrue

Ooohgirl,youknowI'llalwaystreasure

Everykissandeveryday

Iloveyougirlineveryway

AndIwillalwayswillcastinmyeye

(Chorus)

Nooneelsecomesclosetoyou

Noonemakesmefeelthewayyoudo

You'resospecialgirltome

Andyou'llalwaysbeeternally

EverytimeIholdyounear

YoualwayssaythewordsIlovetohear

Girl,withjustatouch

Youcandosomuch



Ooohbaby,baby

(Chorus)

Nooneelsecomesclosetoyou

Noonemakesmefeelthewayyoudo

You'resospecialgirltome

Andyou'llalwaysbeeternally

EverytimeIholdyounear

YoualwayssaythewordsIlovetohear

Girl,withjustatouch

Youcandosomuch

Nooneelsecomesclose

Woah,oooh,oooh,girl



Nooneelsecomesclose

Damn,Iloveyou.

IhaddecidedtotakeCoraoutonapicnicsincewe

haven'tbeenspendingthatmuchtimetogetherplus

shewasgoingbacktouniversityonMonday.Our

tummieswerefull,wewerelayingonourbacksona

rag.Theraresunrayskissingourskinstenderlyand

soothingly.Itwasalittlebitcoldsowewerewearing

tracksuits.Holdingeachother'shands.Themusic

playinginthecar,weweredownthelake."Whatdo

youthinkaboutthisone"sheaskedshowingmeyet

anotherinteriordesignforEnzo'sroom."Thisone,I

betitwillonlylastforfouryears.Howaboutyou

takesomeideasfromtheseandcreatesomething

withyourownpersonaltouchorbettertakethe

interiordesigner'shelp."Isuggestedsighingsoftly."

MhhI'lltakethelatteridea"shesaidthoughtfully."

Canwegobackintothehousenow,it'scoldout

here''shesaidsittinguprightbutIpulledherback

down."What'sthehurry,wehardlyspendtime

together.Let'sstayalittlelonger"Isaidglancingat



her."Butwecanstillspendtimetogetherinsidethe

house,can'twe"shesaid."Withyourenemythere,I

don'tthinkso"Isaidchuckling."Enemy?,She'snot

myenemyOK.It'sjustthatIdon'tlikethewayshe

smilesatme,thewayshedressesandthenyouhad

tosmileather"shesaidsoundingprettymuch

jealous."Icouldn'thelpmyselfafterallithasbeena

longtimesinceIgotsuchagenuinecompliment.

Shehadabeautifulsmileonherface,Ihadtoreturn

it"Isaidpurposely.ThenextthingIknewshewason

topofme,handsonmyneck."Don'ttemptme

Salvatore,Icouldjuststrangleyoutoyourowngrave

rightnow"shesaidwarninglyandfuming."Calm

downtiger,Iwasjustpullingyourleg"Isaidgiggling.

"yeahwhatever"shesaidrollinghereyesangrily,

shetriedtogetoffmebutIheldherwaistinplace."

LeavemeSalvatore,I'mnevergoingtotalkwithyou"

shesaid."Iwasjustjoking,sorry"Isaidsmiling."

Wellit'ssofunny."Shesaidseriouslypissedoff."

Damnyourangerturnsmeon"Isaid."Youlookso

sexy,lookingwhatyou'vedonetojunior"Isaid

pointingatmybonerin-betweenherthighs."You

willgetthepussyfromthosewhogivesyousweet



compliment"shesaidfoldingherarmsaroundchest.

"Areyousureyouwantthat"Iaskedwhilegetting

myhandsunderherJerseyandvest.Igottoher

warmskin,shejumpedabit."Getyourcoldhands

offmywaist"shesaideyespoppedout."Idareyou

tomakeme"Isaidwithasmirkonmyface."Doyou

rememberthefirsttimeIgotmydickinsideyou,you

movedupthecouchtryingtogetawaybecauseit

wastoobigforyourpussy.Withharddifficultyi

finallygotitin,youcumjustwhenwhenIwashalf

in—"it'snotgoingtowork"shecutmeoff."I'mlost,

enlightenmeplease"Isaidactingsodumb."Isee

whatyou'redoing,you'retryingtogetintomyhead.

You'retryingtoturnmeon.It's—andthenher

breathinghitchedbecauseIstartedtomovemy

handsincirclesonhertinydelicatewaist.Herchest

risingandfallingsovisibly"Whatisitwithyourwaist

thatmakesyouloseyoursenses,asIwassayingI

startedmovingslowlyandsteadilyinsideyou,I

couldfeelyourwallsexpandingbutIcouldn'tfindit

inmetopulloutandspareyou.Yourpussywasso

tightandwarm,drivingmeinsane.—"shetriedtoget

offmylapsonceagainbutItightenedmygripone



moretime.Icouldseethatwhatwhateveriwas

doingwasgettingtoher,becauseherbreathing

escalatedtoanotherlevel.IunzippedherJerseyand

gotridofitalongwiththeJersey.Shewasfull

obeyingthelawofattraction.Herfirmbreastswere

hard.Icaressedherwholeupperbodywithsomuch

patienceandtenderness.Therewasnothinga

womanlovedthenbeingcaressedtheentirebody.

Hereyeswereclosed,Ipulledupmykneesandshe

leanedoverthem."Salvatore,thebodyguardscould

bearoundhere"shesaidsuddenlyanxious."Relax,

they'renotaround.We'realone"Isaidthrowingaway

theJerseyshehadjustcoveredherbreastswith.I

keptonplayingwiththenipples.Sheevenforgot

thatshewasangry,"thenwetookabathtogether,I

hadn'thadenoughbutyouwereinpain,justwhen

thingsweregettinghittinginthebathtubyouwalked

out.IfollowedyouandpleadedwithYou,youtried

torefusebutfinallygavein.couldnotgetenoughof

you,Ican'tgetenoughofyou.15minuteslatershe

hadherbackonme,shewaskneelingdown,chest

bendedovertherag,herpinkpussyandfineassall

outforme.Ikeptonteasingherwithmydickhead



onherentrance,"Salvatoreplease"shepleaded

impatiently."WhatdoyouwantIlmiocuerobatte"I

askedsmiling."Iwantit,Iwantyourdick"shesaid

fastly."Howbadlydoyouwantit"iaskedputtingit

injustalittlebit"Iwantitsobadly,badly,fuckme

already"shesaidangrily.Iforcefullypenetrated

makingherscreamandmoveawayabitbutheldher

backinplaceandIstartedmoving...

.

Amanda'spov

"I'llseeyoutomorrow"hesaidashejustturnedoff

theengine,wewereatMrMuscles'premises."I

don'tthinkthat'dhappen,lookwhateverhappened

wasaterriblemistakeanditwillneverhappenagain,

let'sjustforgetiteverhappened"Isaidtryingto

openupthedoorbutitwaslocked."Wow,Ican't

believeyoujustsaidthat."Hesaidastonishedanda

littlebithurt.Thatwasnew,"what?,Yougotwhat

everymanwants.Congratulationsyougotthepussy

you'vebeenafter.Justopenthedoorformeandlet



meleave"Isaidimpatiently,itwasbettertoreject

peoplefirstbeforetheyrejectedyou.Iwasn'tgoing

togetemotionallyattachedtonobody,thatwayI'd

havemyheartsecured."Iwantyoutolookmeinthe

eyesandtellmethatyoudidn'tfeelwhatIfeltlast

night,tellmethatmypresencedoesn'taffectyouin

anyway,tellmeyoudon'tlovemeandthenIwilllet

yougo."Hesaidsoemotionally."Love?,Loveisjust

aword.Itmeansnothinginnowerdays.Idon'thave

timeforlove,it'soverated.It'sallalie"Isaidlooking

himintheeyes."Thedoorisunlocked,youcanget

out"hesaidsocalmly,Iswallowedthehardlumpin

mythroatandgetoffhiscar.Hedroveoff.Irushed

intothehouse."Finallyshedecidestograceuswith

herpresence".Thenannysaidplayingwiththebaby.

"Shutup"Isnappedwalkingupstairs.Ilockedthe

doorandthrewmyselfinbed,Ican'trememberhow

IdozedoffbutIwaswokenupbythebangingsound

onthedoor."Mandyopenup"Corashoutedfrom

theoutside."OkayIamcoming"Iscreamedgetting

offthebed.Iunlockedandsheopenedup,Iwent

intothebathroomandwashedmyface."Areyou

okay?,Simpiwetellsmethatyoucamebackupset"



sheaskedlookingconcerned."IcheatedonLeah,I

sleptwithhim.BelievemeItriedtoresisthim,his

touchbutmybodybetrayedme.It'slikeheknew

everysinglepasscodetoeveryinchofme.Andthen

inthemorningIhadtoactlikeitwasallgood,likeI

wasusedtosleepingaroundwithmen."Isaid

walkingaroundincircles."Calmdown,I'mconfused.

Whoareyoutalkingabout"sheaskedlooking

dumbfounded."Michael,IsleptwithMichael

Sullivan.Thatjerkhead,hesleepswithalotofgirls."

Icursed."Doyoulovehim"sheaskedsittingdown

onbed."Love?,Lovehim?.Idon'tknow,Iwouldn't

loveamanlikethat"Isaidindenial."Doyouever

misshim,behonest"shesaidlookingmeintheeyes.

Inodded.Therewasnouseoflyingtoher,sheknew

mecoverbycover."Doyouenjoyhiscompany"she

askedandInoddedhelplesslyonceagain."Doesit

feelgoodtofeelhistouch,doyoueverthinkofhim

andfindyourselfsmiling"sheasked."Yesyesyes,

justgettothepointCora"Isnappedimpatiently."

You'reinloveAmanda,youlovehim"shesaidnotso

surprised."Ilovehim?,Ilovehim.Goshhimofall

people."Isaidindefeataftertherealizationofthe



enormousamountofloveihadforhim."Thiscan't

be,Ican'tloveamanlikehim.He'sawomanizer,you

shouldseehissocialmedia.Whydoesmyheart

alwayshavetobetrayme.FirstitwasTimandthen

Jackandthenthisjerk"Isaidsittingdownonbed.I

wassuddenlyfeelingsoweak."Calmdownokay,

everythingwillbefine...doesheknowthatyoulove

him.Imeanhaveyoutoldhim"sheaskedonce

again."No!,Never.Itoldhimtoleavemealone.I

don'teverwanttoseehisface."Isaidsolemnly."

Wooh,OKbutdoesheloveyou,whatdoyousee

whenyoulookintohiseyes"sheaskedconfusing

meevenmore"CoraIamnotlikeyou.Ican'tjust

lookintosomebody'seyesandthenreadtheir

thoughts/feelings.Ifyoulovemeyoutellmeand

that'sthat"Isaidandshefoundamusementinallof

that."Okaysodidyouguysuseprotection"she

askedgiggling."Shit,shit.Ohheavensiamsodead,

myparentsaregoingtokillmeifIgetpregnant.

WhathaveIdone"Icursedwalkingaround

."Calmdown,wecanfixthis.Allyouneedisjusta

morningafterpill"shesaidholdingmeina



stationaryposition."I'llaskthedrivertotakeusto

thepharmacy."Shewassomaturedandcalm."And

youhavetomakeadecision,it'seitherLethuor

Michael.Youcan'thaveyourbreadbutteredonboth

sides.Youhavetochosebetweenthetruthandlies.

WhatIcantellyouisthatlifeistooshorttobelived

infearandunhappiness.Choosewisely"shesaid,

shewaslikethebestsisterIneverhad.

.

Cora'sPOV

"Doyouthinkthatmyfriendhasanychancewith

Michael"IaskedmoisturizingmyarmsInfrontofthe

mirror."Iwouldn'tknow,allIcansayisthatshe's

differentfromtherestofthegirlsheusuallydateor

rathersleepwith"hesaidwalkingaroundwiththe

babywhilefeedinghim.Iinsistedthathesleptwith

usthatnight."Howso,Imeanhowdifferent"Iasked

closingthebodylotionandstandingup."Wellthe

girlsheusuallydatearesophisticated,morephysical

maturethanmental,theyhaveartificialnailsandhair.

Classyandelegant.MorefemininethenAmanda"he

saidasIgotundercoversandtookmyromance



novelfromthesidestandoftheheadboard."Doyou

thinkshestandsachanceofwinninghisheart"I

asked."That'sentirelyuptoMichael'sheart,I

wouldn'tknow.Don'tyouthinkyoushouldbehaving

adriver'slicensebynow?"Heaskedchangingthe

subject."Nowhy"Iaskedstaringathimincuriosity.

"I'llteachyouhowtodrivesoon"hesaidnotreally

answeringmyquestion."Why?"Iasked."It'sthe

funeralservicetomorrowandIamjustwondering

who'ddrivesinceI'msotired"hesaidputtingthe

babyundercoversandgettingundercoverstoo.On

hissideofthebed.Itwasaround22pm.Afterthat

picnichewenttoworkandcamebacklate."You

haveadriver"Isaid."Youwantmetotakeadriver

toafuneral,eitherwayIamteachingyouhowto

driveendofdiscussion"hesaidlayingonhisback."

Weshallsee,Ihaveadegreetocatch,ineedto

spendatleast52hoursinstudyingperweek.And

don'tforgetaboutthesessionthattakestwohours.

Idon'thavetime"Isaidstressed."There'snoneed

topanic,everythingwillbefiguredoutintime.Ialso

haveloadsofbusinessestotakecareof."Hesaid

puttinghishandonmyshoulder."Therewillbe



timeswhenyouwillbecompelledtodrive,thisis

necessarytoo,itwillbesqueezedinsomehow"he

saidseriously."Whathappened,you'rescaringme.

Didsomethinghappen.Areweinsomesortof

danger"Iaskedpanickingevenmore."Nothing

happened,it'sbettertobepreparedearly.Incase

somethinghappens"hesaid."Whydon'tyoujust

teachmehowtoshootthenorbetteryetleavethe

lifeyou'veliving"Isaid,holdingthesideofhishead."

Iwishitwasassimpleasthatbutit'snot.Ihavea

lotofpeoplewho'drejoiceinseeingmedead.You

don'tjustwakeupandquiet"hesaidholdingmy

handsinassurancethateverythingwasgoingtobe

fine."Teachingyouhowtoshootwouldbethe

worstmistakeI'veevermade,Idon'twantyoutoget

involved."Hesaidsighingheavily."Goodnight"I

saidswitchingthesidelampandputmybookonthe

sidestand.Ididn'tevenreadit."GoodnightIlmio

cuerobatte,Iloveyou"hesaidandIcouldtellthat

hewantedmetorespondbutIdidn't.Iclosedmy

eyes.Iheardhimsighingheavilyandswitchingoff

thelamp.



.

Narrated

Thefuneralservicewentoutwell,eventhoughthere

wasnothingwellaboutit.Itwasfilledwithsadness,

painandsorrow.Closefamilyfriendandrelatives

werebackattheDlamini'shouse,CoraandEsihle

wereservingpeoplewithbeveragesandscorns.

Salvatoreandhisbrotherswereoutsidechatting."I

can'tbelievehe'sreallygone,justyesterdayhewas

teasingmeaboutmyexpiringengagementpromise"

Sibonisosaidsosad."Hewassuchagoodman,he

didn'tdeservetodiejustlikethat"Salvatoresaid

pattingSiboniso'sshoulder."Hewastoogood,can

youbelievethatheneverlaidahandonme.

Wheneverhewasupset,he'djusttakeawalkinthe

neighborhood"Sandilecommented.Therewas

silenceforawhile"Icoulduseadifferenttopic,this

isdepressing"Sibonisosaidholdingbackhistears."

Ithinkweallneedtotakeavacation,inDecember.

Getoutofthecountryabit."Salvatoresuggested."

That'dbegreatonlyifwecouldaffordit.Pampers



playwithnoman."Sandilesaidmakingtheothertwo

togiggle."Youhavetwokidsnow,what'sthehurry

brother"Salvatoresaidmockinghim."What'sthe

hurry,dudeI'malmost40"heexclaimed."You're

beinghitbymidlifecrisis"Sibonisosaidchuckling

casually."Innowerdaysmidlifecrisisoccursatthe

ageof45"Sandilesaidandtheyalllookedat

Salvatore."What?,Don'tlookatme.I'vejustturned

34"Salvatoresaiddefensively."Wedidn'tsay

anything"theysaidinunisionwhilelaughing."Baby

wami,Ithinkweshouldgetgoing.Ineedtoget

someclothesironedASAP"Corasaidcomingoutof

nowhere."Giveme5minutes,Iwanttoputthese

moronsinline"shesaidbuthiseyesweren'tatCora.

"I'mgoingtogetmybag"Corasaidgoingback

insidethehouse."Babywami?"Sandilecommented

laughing."Hey,you'recrossingtheborder"Salvatore

saidwarningly.Sibonisojustburstedintolaughter."

Bro,weshoulddiscussaboutthatvacationyou

mentioned.It'dbenicetogooutwithyouguys"

Sibonisosaidsolemnly.Coracamebackfromthe

house,"I'llseeyouguysaround,shallwe"shesaid

gettingherarmaroundSalvatore's."Goodbyesister



inlaw"Sibonisosaid."Seeyouaround,lovebirds"

Sandilesaidwalkingtowardsthehouse."Goodbye

guys"Corasaidwavingatthem."HeyAJ"Sandile

calledoutmakingSalvatoreturnaround."She'sfor

keeps"hesaidthenwalkedinsidethehouse.They

walkedoutsidethehomeandSalvatoreopenedthe

doorforCora,buckledherupandthengotinside,

droveoff.

.

"Stopticklingme"Corasaidgiggling.Theywere

gettinginsidetheirhouse,SalvatorebehindCora.He

wasslightlyticklingher,"howwasthefuneral

service"simpiweaskedassoonastheygotinside

thehouse,ruiningCora'sbubblymood."Itwasfine"

Corasaidsotenseandirritated.

AndthenSalvatoresurprisinglycarriedherintohis

arms."Joaquin"Coracalledouthisnamegiggling

onceagain."Let'sgoandtakeashower"hesaid

Carryingherupstairs.Simpiweleftwith

astonishment,furyburninginsideher.

AnywaysCoraandSalvatorehavinganinnocent



shower,hewaswashingandsheinreturnwashed

hislovingly."Iloveyou"shesaidleaningonhisback

astheshowerwaterrandowntheirbodies.heturned

aroundIkissedherforehead.

.

Cora'sPOV

AfterthatshowerwereworeourPJseventhoughit

wasaround3pm.Iwasinthelaundryroomironing

myclotheswhensimpiweentered."You'resucha

luckywomanCora"shesaid."Whatdoyoumean"I

askednotreallyinterestedinknowing."You'vegot

suchalovingman,hetakescareofyouinevery

possibleway.Icanseethatyoumeantheworldto

him"shesaid,"no,hemeanstheworldtome"Isaid

smiling."InfactIthinkhelovesyoumorethanhe

loveshisownson"shesaid."That'snottrue,

Salvatoreloveshissonasmuchashelovesme"I

saidglancingather."Iwonderhowitfeelsliketobe

thatmuchloved"shesaidandIcouldfeeltheedge

ofsadnessesinhervoice."Haven'tyoubeenloved

before"Iaskedcuriously."Almost,wealmostgot

therebutthensomethingbadhappenedtohim"she



said."I'msorrytohearthat,butIamsureyouare

goingtofindloveagain"Isaid,Idon'tknowbutIwas

suddenlyfeelingsorryforher."Idon'tthinkI'dbe

abletoeverloveanothersoullikeIlovedhim"she

saidandthensuddenlywalkedout.Okaythatwas

weird.Icontinuedwithmyironed.30minuteslaterI

wasdone.Iwentupstairsandhangedmyclothsin

thecloset."Iorderedpizza,mywalletisinthe

bathroom"Salvatoresaid,hewassittingonthe

bedroomcouchdoingsomeworkonhislaptop.Igot

intothebathroomandtookhiswallet."R1000

shoulddo,right"Isaidgiggling."Isthepizzamade

ofgold"heaskedeyespoppedout."Youhardlygive

meanymoney,boyfriendtogirlfriendallowance"I

saidkiddingly.Heraisedhiseyebrows."Thisis

broaddayrobbery"hesaidmakingmelaugh."

Remindmetoopenanaccountforyou,otherwise

mywalletwillbecomeKalaharidessert"hesaid.

"Thisismyfirstallowanceandyou'realready

complaining."Isaidpouting."That'stoomuchfor

twoboxesofpizza"hesaidtypingonhislaptop.I

walkeduptohimandkissedhisforehead."AndI

loveyoutoo"Isaidchuckling."You'vebeensaying



thatsincethismorning,don'ttellmethatyourendis

near."Hesaidfrowning."Ijustfeellikeit,"I'mtoo

youngtovisitmyancestors,giveme60moreyears

andthenyoucanstartsayingthingslikethose.''I

saidwalkingaway."HeyCora"hecalledmynameas

Iexitingtheroom.Iturnedback.''dowarnmeif

you'regoingtodie,I'dliketohitthatpussyonelast

time"hesaiditwithanaughtysmirkonhisbeautiful

face."Don'tworry,I'llaskagynaecologiststocutit

outjustforyou"Isaidsolemnly."Eauwman"he

exclaimeddisgusted.Ijustlaughedandleft.

ThedoorbellrangjustasIwasascendingslowly

downthestairs.Iwalkedfastandopenedupthe

door,thedeliveryguywasstandingInfrontofthe

door."Yourdeliveryma'am,pleasesignhere"he

saidgivingmetheboard,Isigned,"howmuchisit

goingtobe"Iasked."R279ma'am"hesaidgiving

metheslip.IgavehimR300."Idon'thavechange"

hesaid."Youcankeepit,thanks"Isaidtakingthe

twoboxes."Thanks,Haveagreatdayaheadma'am."

Hesaidbeforeleaving.Iputthepizzaonthekitchen

counter."Hehastopayforwhathedidtohim"I



heardsimpiwesayasIwaswalkinginherroom."

I'vegothiswea—lookIhavetogo"shesaidinpanic

assheturnedaroundandsawme."Cora,whatare

youdoinginhere"sheaskedasifIhadcaughther

eatingtheforbiddenfruitofEden."OhhIcametolet

youknowthatthere'spizzainthekitchencounterif

you'rehungry"Isaidsmilingweirdly.Iwasstill

caughtupinwhatIheardhersay.Shecarried

somuchbitternessinher."Ohh,thanks.Iwasjust

talkingtomygrandfatheronphone.Ourlandlordis

sodespicable"shesaidbutIhadn'taskedher."I'll

seeyouaround"Isaidturningonmyfeet.Ihadso

manythoughtsrunninginsidemyheadbutIbrushed

themoff.Andwenttothelibrarytostudy.

.

"Igotyousomething"Salvatoresaidasigotintoour

bedroomaround23pm.Heputhishandsundera

pillowandcamebackwithacoveredupbox."What

isit"Iaskedstandingonthebed'sedge."Hestood

upandcamebymyside"whatdon'tyouopenitup

andfindout"hesaidgivingmethebox.Iunwrapped

thesmallrectangularshapedbox,itwaswritten



AmericanSwiss,IopeneditupandIcouldn'tbelieve

whatIfoundthere."Wow"Iexclaimed."Youlikeit"

heasked.Itwasaredbigdiamondstonednecklace.

Itlookedwaytoomuchexpensive."It'sbeautiful,

howmuchdiditcost"Iasked."Letmehelpyouputit

on"hesaidignoringmyquestion."Whendidyoubuy

this"Iaskedashewashelpingmeputiton."Onmy

lastbusinesstriptoDubai"hesaid."Iknowyou

don'tcelebratethisday,butIcanyouallowmeto

say'Happybirthday'mylove."Heasked,givingme

oneofthosesmilesicouldn'tresist."Salvatore

please"Isaidsighingheavily,Itriedsohardnotto

remembermybirthdayandthenhehadtoremind

me."Please"hesaid.Inoddedandturnedaroundto

facehim."Happybirthdayandmanymoretocome.

"Hesaidkissingmeallovertheface.Ismiledathim,

''sohowdoyouliketheyourgift"heasked."It's

stunningIloveit.Thankyou"Isaidhugginghim.

.

5dayslater

Itwasearlyinthemorning,webothweregetting

readytogoourseparatewaysfortheday.Iwas



standingInfrontofthemirror.Iwasapplyingmy

makeupandSalvatorefixinghisbowtieInfrontof

themirror.Iwaswearingatightshortsleeveblack

dress,kneelengthblackleatherbootsandalong

brownlightfabricatedovercoat.Salvatorewas

wearingagreyscotchedsuiteandbrownItalian

madeformalshoes.Hehadanimportantmeeting.

Therewassuddenlyaknockonthedoor.Iwentover

andopenedup,simpiwewasstandingtherestillin

hergown."Goodmorning,Imadesomesoft

porridge,it'sgettingcold.Youshouldcomeandhave

some."Shesaidsmiling."Thanks,we'llbethereina

Sec"Isaidreturningthesmile."Ohkay,hurry.I'lldish

upforyousolong"shesaid."Youlookstunningby

theway"shesaid."Thanks"Isaidbeforeclosingthe

door."There'sbreakfastdownstairs,hurryup"Isaid

gettingmyhandbagfromthecloset.Webothwent

downstairs.'"Iputsomeextralemonadeinyour,

sinceIcanseethatyouliketokeepinshape.It

mightbealittlebitbitter"shesaidservingus."

Thanksagain....ittastegreat"Isaidaftertakingin

onespoon."Iknowright,mygrandmothergaveme

therecipe.IthoughtIshouldsaythankyouguysfor



treatingmesowell"shesaid.SheandLorenzowere

togobacktoNina'sapartmentwithin3days."You're

alwayswelcome,aslongasyoutakegoodcareof

mybuddy"Salvatoresaid.Weareupandthedriver

tookmetouniversity,Salvatoredrovehimselfto

work.Hewasstillsearchingforanotherdriver.

.

"AreyouOK"Kellenaskedme."Idon'tthinkso,my

tummydoesn'tfeelright.Ithurts,I'vebeentothe

ladiesroomforthethirdtime."Isaidalmostintears.

Mytummywaskillingme.Iwasalmostintears,"I

needtogo"Isaidrushingtotheladiesroomonce

again,Irelievedmyselfonceagain,wipedmybutt

andworemypanties.IwasIabouttoflashthetoilet

whenInoticedthewaterhadturnedredandthe

edgesofthesitwallshadbloodspotsonthem.I

flashedup,mytummyfeltlikeitwasonfire,my

intestinestwisting.Iwasfeelingnauseousanddizzy

andweak,withthehelpofthewallsIwalkedoutof

theladiesroom,Ineededtoseethedoctor.Iwas

burningupandsweating,"Salvatore''Ikepton

whisperinghisnameinpain.Ididn'tmakeitthatfar,



Icollapsedandthenlightsout.

.

Commentshareandlike.

[6/3,14:49]Lynne:Page41

Salvatore'sPOV

Themeetingendedaround13:30pm.Igotoutofthe

boardroomandwentintomyoff,itwasbeingheldat

hotelParadiséandwehadafewofficestherefor

meetingsandotherstuff.Ihadswitchedoffmy

phonebeforeIwentintothemeeting,Itookitoutof

mypocketandswitchediton.Igotalotofmissed

callsfromCora,Icalledherbackbutaman

answered."Whoareyou?"Iaskedfrowning."Mr

SalvatoreCorahasbeenadmittedinhospital"he

said."What,whathappenedtoher.Issheokay,

where'sshe?"Iaskedallatonce."She'satthe

Francispublichospital,youneedtohurry"hesaid

andthenIhungup,tookmycarkeysandrushedinto

theelevator.Whichseemedtobetakinghoursand

hourstogettotheundergroundparkinglot.Iused

myGPSbecauseIwasnotfamiliarwiththat



particularpartofthecity.Ittookmeanentirehourto

getthere.Iparkedoutsideandwalkedin."Excuse

me,whereCanIfindCoraMaphumulo"Iaskedthe

receptionistwhowasbusytypingsomethingonthe

computer."SirpleasegoandWaitinthewaiting

room"shesaidchewingonherbubblegum."What

thefuckisthis...I'maskingyoutofuckin'showme

thewardshe'sinandyou'retellingmetowait."I

cursed"sirstopshout—.."MrSalvatore,thanksGod

you'refinallyhere"Iheardavoicesaybehindme."

Whereisshe?''Iaskedtheguywhocalledme,I

guessed."Comethisway"hesaidleadingtheway."

Whathappenedtoher,howdidsheenduphere"I

askedwhilewewerewalking."Idon'tknow,the

doctorsarestillwithherintheICU.Wellitallstarted

afewhoursago,shewasconstantlygoingintothe

ladiesroom,shehadastomachbugorsowe

thoughtandthenonherforthtimeintotheladies

roomIheardstudentsscreaming.Iwentoutand

checked,shewaslyingonthefloorwithvomitbyher

side.Irushedtoher,shewasunconscious.Icalled

anambulancebutyouknowhowthepublicservices

are,itwastakingittimesoIdroveherhere.Iused



herphonetocallyou"heexplained."Thedoctorsaid

weImustwaithere"hesaidaswewalkedintothe

waitingroomInfrontoftheICU.Therewereother

peoplethere,howlonghasshebeenhere?"Iasked

runningmyfingersinmyhair."3hoursifI'mnot

mistaken"hesaid.Itookoffmyjacket,iwasburning

upandsweating.Anhourlater"MrKellen"thedoctor

cameinandcalledhisname.HestoodupandI

followed,"herconditioniscritical,youmightwantto

callherfamily"theDrsaid."Iwanttoseeher"Isaid

impatiently."Who'she?"Thedoctoraskedfrowning.

"Iamherhusband,iwanttoseemywife

immediately"Isaidangrily."Nowthatherhusband

ishere,I'lltakemyleave"Kellensaidandthen

walkedout."Wellit'sgoodthatyoufinallycamebut

I'mafraidyoucannotseeherrightnow.Her

conditioniscritical"hesaid."Youshouldbetelling

mewhat'swrongwithherbutinsteadyou'rebusy

tellingmethatherconditioniscriticalwhatshouldI

dowiththatstupidinformation?"Iaskedsoangrily."

Sircalmdown,Iunderstandyourfrustration.She

hasconsumedthemostdangerouspoison,wehave

notbeenabletoidentifyitatthemomentbutwe've



givenhermedicationtostopitfromcausingmore

damage.Theresultswillbebackwithintwodays

untilthenwejusthavetowait."Hesaiddrivingme

evenmoreinsane."YouknowwhatI'mcallinga

betterhospital,arrangeforhertransferpapersand

whateveritisthatyouShoulddojustdoit.Iwantmy

wifeoutofthisstupidhospitalwithinthenexttwo

hours."Isnappedtakingmyphonefrommypocket.

"Sir,herbreathingissupportedbymachines.Itwill

endangerherlifeifshegetstransferred,pleasethink

aboutit"hesaid."I'mnotlettingherstayanother

fourhoursinthisuselesshole,herchancesof

survivalaresliminherezeroGodknowsI'dnever

forgivemyselfifanythingshouldhappentoherwhile

Iwatch.I'mgettingheroutofhere"Iprotested.''

seemslikeyou'vemadeupyourmind,I'llarrangefor

thepaper,whateverhappenstoherwillbeonyou"

hesabeforeleaving.Imadeaphonecallandanhour

latertheairplanecame.Shewassafelytransferred

tothewhitegardenshospital.Iwasonceagain

waitinginanotherwaitingroom.

.



AnhourlaterdoctorDaviscameoutoftheICU."

How'sshe,she'sstablebutcritical.Whateverpoison

sheingestedisverystrong,we'vedoneanX-RAY

Scanhergutiscorroded.Herintestinesare

damagedbadly.We'vemanagedtostopthebleeding,

thetestswillcomebackfromthelaboratorywithin

thenextfewhours"heexplained."Willshemakeit"I

askednotreallyanticipatingforthearrivalofthe

answer."Idon'twanttolie,it'sbad.It'samiracle

thatshe'sstillAlive.Wewillbeabletospeculate

tomorrowrightnow,Ireallydon'tknow"hesaid

crushingmyalreadybleedingheart."CanIseeher"I

askedswallowingthelumpinmythroat."Youcan

goin"hesaidpattingmyshoulderandthenheleft.I

turnedthedoorknobandpushedthedooropened.I

tookmyownpace,walkeduptoher.Herskinwas

reddishbrown.Itlookedlikeshewascomingdown

withskinrash.Isatdownonthecouchnearherbed.

"I'm...midispiace(I'msorry).Nonposseperdartiora

seilamiaVitaperfavoresvegliata(Ican'tloseyou

now,you'remylifepleasewakeup)"Ibegged

holdingherhand,Icouldnotholdbackthetears,like

apoolofwatertheycamerushingdownmyface."Il



miocuerobatte(myheartbeat)..."Icalledoutsoftly.

Shedidn'tbudge,westayedlikethatforalongtime

until..."Kong"Michaelsaidgettinginsidetheward.

Mywholefriendswalkedin,evenAmandawasthere.

SheWaltzedtotheothersideofthebedandheld

Cora'shand.''Coh,openyoureyes.Pleasewakeup"

shepleadedcrying."She'ssedated,it'spointless,

I'vetried"Isaidhelplessly."Issheokay,whodidthis

toher"siweaskedwalkingtowardsCora.Allthe

womenattendedtoher.Istoodup,"whatareyou

guysdoinghere"Iaskedsighingsoftly."We'reyour

family,whydidn'tyouletusknowaboutthistragedy"

Mbuthoaskedangrily."Howdidyoufindme"I

asked."Yourfathercontactedus,sincehe'soutof

thecountry"KevinsaidbuthiseyeswereonCora."

ButIdidn'tcallhim—"hehashisways,he'stheBull

afterall.Butthat'snotthemainthinghere.What's

wrongwithhe?"Michaelaskedlookingconcerned,

thatwasnew."Sheingestedpoison"Isaidwithan

achingheart."Howcouldshedothistome,she

can'tjustleavemealone.Whywouldsheconsume

poison,shewashappy.Everythingwasfine,wh—."

Whateveryou'reinsinuatingisnottrueSalvatore.



Cora'snotthatselfish,shemightbealotofthings

butshe'snotselfish.Mysisterisnotsuicidal,

someoneevilmusthavedonethistoher....lookat

her"Amandasnappedangrilyandcrying."She's

right,Imightnothaveknownherforthatlongbut

she'ssuchaselfless,bubblegirl.Idon'tthinkshedid

thistoherself"Priyaadded."Whatdidsheeat

today?"Tixiangasked."HowwouldIknow,wewent

ourseparateways,Iwasnotwithherthewholeday"

Ikindofsnappedsofrustrated."Waitletmecallher

bodyguards"Isaidandthenmadeaphonecall."

Sonofabitch"Icursedafterhangingup."These

foolscouldn'tevenhelphergethere,shecouldhave

diedandtheywerebusycallingme"Icursed."What

didtheysay"Rajeshasked."Shedidn'teatanything

inuniversity"Isaidsighing."Didn'tshehave

breakfast?"Amandaasked."No,Iwouldkn—waita

minute.ShithowcouldIbesostupid.I'llkillthat

bitch.Thenanny,shedidthis,howcouldIhave

missedthesigns"Ifinallygotit."Ialwaysknewthat

shewasabadperson,Ineverlikedher.Shemust

pay"Amandasaidwithsomuchrageandangerin

hervoice."IfshedidthistoCorathenthebabyis



notsafe"Divyasaidthoughtfully.Iimmediately

madeaphonecalltothesecuritiesathome."What

doyoumeansheleft?"Kiasked,ifthatwasn'tthe

worstdayofmylifethenIdon'tknowwhichone

wouldbe."Shetookthebabyandwenttothemall,

shehasn'treturnedsincethen."Hesaid."Howcould

youbesocareless,howcouldyouletherleavewith

mychild.You'resofired"Ishoutedonthephone.I

thenhunghungup."Wouldyoupleasekeepyour

voicesdown,you'redisturbingthepatients"anurse

saidenteringtheward."Sorrymiss"Tiaxiangsaid

eyeingthenurse."It'sokay,justkeepyourvoices

down"thenursesaidsmilingandleft."Maybeshe

droppedthebabyathismother'sletmecallNina"I

saiddialingNina'snumberandcallingher."Whatdo

youwant!"Sheaskedsorudely."IsLorenzoOK"I

asked,Ireallydidn'twanttoletherknowthathe

mighthavebeenkidnappedorevenworse,dead."

Youhavethenerve,youfirethenannyandthendrop

thebabyhereandthenyougoaheadandcallmein

themiddleofthenight,you'reanuisancejustlike

yourbaby"sheshoutedandthehunguponme."He

isfine,Iwantthenanny'sheadwithinthenext24hrs"



Isaidjawsclenchedtightly.

.

Myheartwasshuttereduponseeingmybestfriend

layinglikethat,herskinsentgoosebumpsallover

mybody.Michaelwasdrivingmetothecampus,I

didn'trealizethatIwascryinguntilIfelthisthumb

onmyface."Stopcrying...we'rehere"hesaid

switchingofftheengineatthegate.Itwasaround

4:00am,theguyswerebusysearchingforsimphiwe

throughlaptops,tabletsandphonecalls.Micheal

wastogotoNina'sandinterrogateherasifhewas

workingonsomelegalcase.Itwasgoingtobeeasy

sincehewasadetective.Ihadalwayssuspected

thattheywereonthewrongsideofthelawandthat

daymysuspensionwereconfirmed.Anywaysitwas

nonofmybusinesssinceIwasnotinvolvedwith

Michael,itdidn'tmattertomeatallorsoItriedto

convincemyself."Thanksfortakingmetothe

hospital"Isaidtakingadeepbreath."There'sno

need,ididitforCora'ssake.Youneedtogetsome

sleep"hesaiddismissingme."AboutwhatIsaid

thatday,I'msorry.You'reagoodguyand—"lookit's



okayIunderstand.Ineedtogonow.Ihaveworkto

attendto.Ifyou'dexcuseme"hesaidsighing."Ohh

OK,thanksagain''Isaidgettingoutofhiscar.He

droveoffasIcheckedinusingmystudentID.Itook

offmyclothesandwenttosleepinmy

undergarments.NotthatIsleptanywaysbecauseI

hadanightmare,itwaslikewewereburringCora

andshesuddenlyhadmaggotsonherface.Iwoke

upsweatingandscaredandthentherewasaknock

onthedoor."I'mcoming"Isaidtakingmygownon

thecouch,Iputitonandopenedthedoor.Iwashit

byathunderslapandtheanotheronefollowedand

thenthethirdone.Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,three

slapsinarow?IcouldnottakeitanymoreMNIheld

herhand."Enough,whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing"I

shoutedalmostintears."Wheredidyougotolast

night,youbitch.Yousleptwithhimdidn'tyou"she

insultedme.Iwalkedback,leavingadistance

betweenus."Whatareyoutalkingabout,whatare

youtalkingabout"Iaskedshoutingsoangrily."Don't

actalljollygoodfellowinfrontofme,wheredidyou

gotolastnight.Yousleptwithyoursocalled'gay

friend'Michael.Myfriendssawyougettinginhiscar



inthemiddleofthenight.''shecursedfuming."

Shutup,whatnonsenseisthis.Myfriendisfighting

forherlifeinthehospitalandhereyouareaccusing

meofshitIdidn'tdo.Foryourinformationhewas

takingmetoseeCorainthehospital"Ishouted

furiouslyangry."Cora?...Cora'sinthehospital?,

How,whathappenedtoher"sheaskedwalking

towardsme,shetriedtohugme."Don'tdon'ttouch

me,getoutofmyroom.I'msofedupwithyouand

yourinsecurities.I'mdone,Ican'tdothisIneeda

break"Isaid,tearsstreamingdownmyface."What,

whatareyousay,youcan'tdothistous.Youcan't

breakupwithme.Areyoubreakingupwithme?"

Sheaskedinadefeatedhuskyvoice."I'msorry,I

shouldnothaveslappedyou.Itwillneverhappen

again"shesaidsincerely."Ineedabreak,I'mso

suffocated.Ineedabreak,justleave"Isaidwalking

towardsthedoor,itwasopenedsoIhelditforherto

leave."LookI'mgivingyouafewweeks"shesaid

thenleft,whathaveIgottenmyselfintoto.No,Iwas

notabouttotolerateabuselikeotherwomendid.

Therightsideofmyeyehurtsobadly.Ilooked

myselfinthemirroranditwasred,Icalledmydriver



andwenttotheshowerstotakeashower.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

"GoodmorningMrSalvatore"DrDavissaidashe

enteredtheward.Ihadfallenasleeponthecouch.

Hewasbusymonitoringthemachinesand

scrubbingsomethingdownonthepatient's

informationboard."DrDavis"Isaidrubbingmyeyes

andyawning."Herearetheresults."Hesaidhanding

metheresultsonabrownunsealedenvelope.Itook

thewhitepaperoutandread,itwasscientifically

written.Ididn'tfathommostofthethingswrittenin

there

"Couldyouexplain"Isaidputtingthepaperbackin

theenvelope.

Sheingestedasernicpoison.Asernicpoisonisone

oftheclassicshugelypopularuptoVictoriantimes,

itiseasytoacquireandeffective.

Thesuperficialeffectsare

-jaundiceandskinrashbutthistendstobeaftera



longbuildup

-acutepoisoningfromhighdoseresultsinintense

gastricdistress.Basicallyeverythinggoeswrong

withyourgutcausing

-vomiting

-diarrhea

-bleedingalongwithpain

Deathfollowsconvulsionsandcomawithcirculatory

failurebeingtheultimatecause.Thismayhappen

withinafewhoursofingestion."Heexplained

leavingmedrainedanddefeated.Deathwasyet

againtowin,itwasyetagainabouttorejoicein

retrievingtheonlythingthatkeptasmileonmyface.

"She'sgoingtodie?,Coma?Idon'tgetthis"Iasked

inahuskyvoice."Theeffectsarecomplexinher

case,sinceshewasadmittedearlyinthehospital.

Deathisafarawaything,Ihavenoclueaboutcoma.

Wewillknowwithinthenext48hours.Thesedatives

shouldbeflashedoutofhersystemwithinthenext

6hours.Herheartbeathasgotbacktonormal,she

shouldbefine.Wewillknowkeeponadministrating



painmedicationonher,shehasbeeninjectedwith

medicationthatwithhealthewounds.Youneedto

gohomeandfreshenup"hesaidwalkingtowards

thedoor."Ican't,she'snotsafe—"havesomething

toeatatleast"hesaidbeforeleaving.

.

"Haveyoufoundanythingyet"Iaskedonphone.I

wastalkingwithKevin."Ithinkwe'vestumbledon

somethingyoushouldgettohearinperson.We've

locatedthetownshipwherethetaxidroppedher,I

havemyguysalloverthere.shewillbefound."He

explained."Wellhurryup,Iwantherburied."Isaid

fastly."Calmdown,we'regettingthere,shewillbe

foundtodayitself."I'llcontactyouintwohours,just

makesurethatCoraissafe"hesaid."Oksure"Isaid

thaenhungup."Kong,youslepthere"Michaelsaid

comingintothewardroom.."Ihavenochoice,untilI

makesurethattheculpritisdeadIcan'tleaveher

alone."Isaidstandingupandwalkingtothe

bathroom,IWashedmyfaceandrinsedmymouth

withwater."So,whathaveyougotfromme"Iasked.

"Nothinguseful,Ialmostslappedyourstupidbaby



mama,she'ssodumb,thisisallI'vegot"saidgiving

meadocument."There'sabsolutelynothinghere,

exceptforthephoto"Icommented."Exactly,thegirl

islikealivingghost,yourbabymamajusthireda

randompsychoticwoman,shesaysshesaidshe

wasfromthecaretakingagency"hesaid."ButI

myselfcalledtheagencyandtheyconfirmedthat

theyknewher"Isaidshocked."Exactly,theyknew

her,sheusedtoworkthere.Shewasfiredlastyear

whenacoupleofclientsstartedtocomplainabout

her.sheusedafakeIDbook.It'scomplicated"he

saidwalkingaround,backandfro."Thisisallmy

fault,I'llhavetowaitforKevin,hehasgotbetterlead.

Ialsoneedtotakeashower.But—"you'reright,you

needtogohome,takeashower,havesomethingto

eat.Getsomesleep"Amandasaidenteringtheward.

"Ican'tleaveheralone"Isaidsighing."There'sno

needtopanicwhenI'mhereandthedetective

himselfishere.Wewillkeephersafe"shesaid

puttingtheflowersshewascarryingonthesmall

tablebesidesthebed."Amanda,Michaelwould—"

hewillprotectCora,justgoalready.Howwouldyou

possiblybethereforCoraifyoubecomeapatient



yourself,youalsoneedtorest.Leavealreadybefore

Ichangemymind"Sheinsisted"she'sright,go

dude"MichealagreedandjustlikethatIstoodup

andleft.

.

Amanda'spov

"Whathaveyouputmeinto,Ihavealotofcasesto

dealwith."MichaelaskedassoonasMrMuscles

left,"what'smyfaultinthis,evenyouagreedto

protectingCora.Ididn'tholdaguntoyourhead,you

agreedonyourown"IsaidfixingCora'spillows."

Whatever,whatisitwiththeshadesindoors?"He

asked."Isitacrime?,Ifsothendoarrestmeofficer"

Isaidsarcastically."Ohhsonowshe'sbeing

sarcastic.Veryfunny"hesaid."Itwassuchabad

ideatostayinherewithyou"Isaidtakingadeep

breath."Ihopethatyourgirlfrienddidn'tbeatyouup

"hesaid."Wha,what,whatareyoutalkingabout,

she'dnever''Isaid,Iwasstutteringallofasudden."

DoyouknowwhatI'velearnedbeingadetectivefor



thepast5years,"hesaidwalkinguptome."What,

howwouldIknowanyways,thisisridiculous"Isaid

actingsobravely."Yourbodylanguageand

stutteringtellsmethatyou'velying"hesaidthen

removedmysunglasses."Shedidthistoyou?"He

asked.Inoddeddefeated

.

Salvatore'sPOV

"She'swasvenom'sgirlfriend?,AsfarasIknow

venomhadnoseriousrelationship"Isaid.Kevinand

Iweresittingonthediningroominmyhouse."

Apparentlyhedid."Hesaid.VenomwastheoneIcut

histongueearsandlegs,hewasstillattheNGO."

Wait...theguysarecallingme"hesaidansweringthe

phone."Theygother..."Hetoldme."Tellthemto

takehertothewarehouse"Isaid."Takehertothe

warehouse,sureOK."Hesaidthenhungup."Let

megoandgetmygun"Isaidgoingupstairs.
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Amanda'spov

"Shedidthis?,Toyou?"Heaskedonemoretime."



YES,It'sfine.Imfine"Isaidputtingmyglasseson."

Noit'snotfine,you'renotfine.Didyouhitherback?"

Heaskedfuriouslyangry.Ishookmyheadno,"I

neverviewedyouasaweakwoman,whydidn'tyou

slapherback"hesnapped."Justdropitokay,Isaid

Iamfine.Youdon'thavetoactasifyougiveadamn

aboutme"Isnappedback.Heremovedmyglasses

onceagain,puthishandonmyrightcheek,his

thumbrunningonmyredbruisejustundertheeye."

OfcourseIgiveadamnaboutyou,can'tyousee

that?"hesaid,Iwaslookingintohiseyestheentire

time,IsawpityandsomethingelseIcouldnot

understand.Ididn'thaveananswertohisquestion.

Hegotcloserandkissedmyforeheadslightly,he

embracedme.Iholdhimback,"IloveyouAmanda"

hesaidoutofnowhere,myheartstartedpounding

heavily,mycheeksandearsburningup."You,you

do?''iaskedunbelievingly.Iwaslookingathim

blinkingacoupleoftimes."Yes,Ilovedyoufromthe

firsttimeisawyou"hesaid."That'sgreatbecauseI

thinkIloveyoutoo"Isaidsmiling."Youthink?"He

askedholdingmyfaceonbothsides."I'mnotsure

aboutthislovething,I'mstilllearning"Isaid



confusedmyself."Meneither"hesaidmakingme

frown."Don'tlookatmelik—..andhewascutoffby

hisringingphone,hetookitfromhispantspocket

andanswered."Kong....that'sgreat....butIthought

I'dbetherewithyouguys.Ienjoyseeingyoudo

thosefuckedupthingstoyourenemies...thisisjust

anotherinconvenience...OKsure.Cool,makeit

quickthough.Sharp"hetalkedandhungup."The

Goodnewsisthatthey'vegotthegirl.Thebednews

isthatIwon'tbetheretowatchhertastingherown

medicine.Whatapity"hesaidsighing."Aren'tyou

guysgoingtoturnherin"Iasked."Thatwouldbe

waytooeasy,sheneedstoexperiencewhattheycall

slow,tormenting,tortureandpainfulfuckedup

death.AndwithKong,Iknowshe'sgoingtogetjust

that''hesaid,andyoucouldseetheimageofwhat

hewassayingwithsomuchrage,itwasmonster

like."HowdidyoubecomeaCC"Iaskedreally

curious."What'sthat"heaskedpuzzled."Criminal

Cop"Isaid."AndwhosaidIwasacriminal?"he

asked."Therewasabsolutelynoneedforsomeone

tosayit,fromwhatwashappeninglastnight.Iread

throughthelines.Mypuzzlegotsolved."Isaid,'so



cocky'Corawouldhavesaid."Speakingofpuzzles,

howaboutwesolveoursfirst,thelovetriangle"he

said.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

Shewassittingonthechairinthemiddleofthe

brightlightedslaughterroom.AnotherchairInfront

ofhim,atablewithtoolsandabathingtubfullofice,

Shewasunconscious.Ipouredthebracketoficed

waterInfrontofher."Jesus,ohgodwhereAmI"she

askedstandingup."WelcomeToHell"Isaid."Mr

Salvatore?,WhatAmIdoinghere.Howdidiget

here?"Sheaskedwalkingaround.Theguyswere

standinginastraightlinebehindme."You'redeeds

gotyouhere,dositdown"Isaidsittingdownonthe

otherchair."MrSalvatore,whyamIhere?"She

askedsittingdown,lookingsodisorientated.She'd

lookattheguysandthenthewholeroom,searching

foranescapehole?.Theroomwassealedpaintedin

whiteyoucouldhardlyseethedoor,whichopened

byenteringacode."Let'sgetdowntobusiness,so

theporridgeyesterday.ItwasreallygoodImustsay.



Bonappetit"Isaidflashingasmile."Getmeoutof

hereplease"shesaid."Youwillgetoutofhere

ASAPaslongasyou'dcooperatewithus.Itwilltake

justafewhours"Isaid."Sotheporridgeyesterday,

whatdidyouputinit.Letmespecifywhatdidyou

putinCora'sporridge?"Iaskedsochilled."

Lemonade,butter,honey"shesaid,Igaveherahard

slapacrosstheface."I'llaskyouonemoretime,

Whatdidyouputinthere"Iaskedleaningonthe

chair."I'vealreadytoldyou,lemonade,butterand

honey''shesaidholdinghercheek.Ithrewacouple

ofslapsacrossherface,"goshhowIhatetohit

woman"Isaidstandingupandsqueezingher

cheekstogetherwithmyonehand."Ohhw,lookat

yableedingnose.Letmewipeitcleanforyou"Isaid

takingoneoftheclothsfromthetable."Now...are

youreadytoanswer?"Iaskedsittingdown."Fuck

you"shesworeatme,iftherewasonethingIhated

themostwasawomanswearingatme.Ilostmy

coolandfoundmyselfpunchingherlikeapunching

bag."KingKong,control!"IheardKevinsaybehind

me."Thisisallyourfault,youshouldn'thavesworn

atme."Isaidstandingupstraightandsighing.She



wassuchastubbornwoman,shewasbreathingfire,

herfacewasbeautifullypaintedbutshestill

wouldn'tbudgeontalking."Couldyouhelpmetie

herup"IaskedoneofmyguysandTiaxiangcameto

therescue."No,no,no!.Stop,Ididitokay.Iput

poisoninherporridge.Pleasedon'tkillme''she

begged."Don'tyouguysthinkit'salittlebittoolate

now?''Iaskedsarcastically."Hertimesup,hurryI

needtogetbacktomywife"Mbuthosaidandthey

alllaughed.Shewastieduptightlyonthechair,her

handsfree.iputthetoolsdown,putheronehandon

topofthetableandcuffedthemonthehandcuffs

attachedtothetable."Nowwe'regettingcloserto

therealthingthatwasjustateasertrailer.The

actualmovieisabouttostart"Isaidsittingdown

oppositetoher."Whywouldyoutrytokillher,i

meanshedidn'tdoanythingtoyouordidshe?"I

askedpickingupthecigarcutter.Iputoneofher

fingersin.Shejuststaredatme,"let'shopeyouthis

willmakeyouopenyourmouth"Isaidthenpressed

thecutteranditcutherfingerfleshandwentdeep

intotheboneandchoppeditup.Shewaswhining

andcryingtheentiretime.Herfingerwasmovingon



theside,bloodoozingoutofherhand."Shutthe

fuckupbitch"Ishoutedslappingher."Iwaitedfor

hertofinishcrying,shecrieduntilshehadhiccups."

Arestillwaitingforananswer"Isaidsighingheavily.

"Youdevil'sadvocate,youkillmyboyfriend.You

killedhim,you'reamonster.Whocutssomebody's

earsout,you'retwisted"shescreamedwhipping."

WhichonecauseI'vekilledlotofman,I'vecutalot

ofman'sears.Lonewolf?,trigger?,Sparrowitmust

bevenomthen''Isaidleaningbackwards."Why,why

didyoukillhim,"sheaskedangrilylikeshewantedto

breakfree."Ididn'tlikehim,Icrippledhim.Heisstill

thatifyoudidn'tpoisonhimtohisgrave.Backtothe

realbusiness,nowIwanttoknowwhyyoutargeted

her.Whynotme,Iwastheonewhocrippledyou

boyfriend"Iasked."Iwantedyoutoknowthedark

hollowfeelingoflosingtheonethatmeans

absolutelyeverythinginthisworld,Iwantedyouto

suffer.InitiallyIhadplannedtokillthebabybutit

wasnotgoingtobeworthawhile,Ifoundabetter

target.Howdiditfeelliketowatchherdieslowly

Infrontofyou?"Sheaskedlaughinglikeamad

woman,psycho.Iputthecutonanotherfingerand



cutitandthentheotherandthentheotheroneuntil

theentirefingerwerelimpsonthetable.Shewas

screamingandcryingandyelling."Lookwhatyou

mademedo,Iamsorry.Whydoyoupeoplealways

compelmedothesehorriblethings"Isaidshaking

myhead."Pleasespareme,I'msorry.Pleaseletme

go,Ishouldn'thavekilledher.I'msorry"shesaid,

keepingonhittingthetablewithherhead."It'sa

littlebittoolateforyourstinkingapologies,doyou

knowhowmuchdamageyou'vecaused.Herskin

hasrashes,hergutiswounded,shemightgointo

coma.She'sthemostkindandlovingpersonI've

evermetandyoutargetedher.Iwillnotspareyou."I

shoutedfuriouslyangry."Please,please,please

don'tkillme"shebeggedforherlife."You'relucky

becauseyouhaveachancetobegformercywhile

shedidn'tbutdon'tworry.Idon'tfeellikekillingyou,

youdon'tdeservetodie.I'llspareyou,sinceyou

sparedmyson"Isaiduncuffingherhands."Takeoff

yourclothes"IsaidslowlyafterIuntiedher."What,

Why"sheaskedeyespoppedout."Fuckingtakeoff

yourclothes"Ishouted.Shedid,usingheroneher,

shewasleftinherundergarments."Getthere



inside"Isaidpointingatthebathtubfulloficecubes,

shewalkeduptheregotin.Shewaslookingatme

withbeggingeyestheentiretime."Sitdown"I

snappedpushingherdown."Pleaseletmego,

please"shebegged,Ihadnosoftspotforhertears

orwhatever."Layback,Iwanttoseeyourheadonly,

ifnotthenthiswillfinishyouoff"Isaidrunningmy

gunonherface."Anythingyet?"Iaskeddoctor

Davisonthephone."There'snochange,she'sstill

unconscious,givehavemoreti—"Hesaid.Ihanged

upright."Kongjustfinishthebitchoff,time's

runningout"Rajeshsaid."Ihavedecided,Idon't

wantherdead.Iwanthernottobeabletolook

herselfinthemirror,Iwanthertoseemyface

wheneversheclosehereyes.Iwillspearher"Isaid.

Ithadbeen30minutessinceshewasinthaticed

water,herfacehadturnedpalewhite."OK,getout"I

said.Shestoodupslowly,shewasevaporating,her

teethcolliding,herwholebodyshaking,"sitdown"I

shouted.Shesatdownonthechair."MacheteI

needyourhelponthisone,Ineedatattooacross

herrighteye.Makesurethatshecan'teveruseit

again."Isaid."Iwasstartingtogetbored,finally"



machetesaid.Makingtheotherguystochuckleout

ofamusement.Hedidjustthatwithhisknife,"I'm

temptedbytheothercheek,areyousurethatyou

don'twantanotheronethere?"Heaskedseriously."

No,Ithinkshe'sgoodnow,aren'tyou"Iasked

slightlyslappingherothercheek."Pleasedon'thurt

me,Ihaveababytotakecareof,please.Please

don't—."Shehasababy?"IaskedreferringtoKevin.

"Afiveyearolddaughterandagrandmother"Kevin

saidyawning."That'shilarious,howcouldyoubeso

heartlessthen.Didn'tyourboyfriendwarnyouabout

me"Iasked.Sheshookherhead"no".Hefacewas

bleedinguncontrollable."Ifeellikekillingyouright

now,you'resodisgusting"Isaidpissed."Whatwill

youtellthecops"Iasked."Nothing,nothing,nothing.

Pleasesparemylife"shebeggedcrying,saliva,

bloodandmucousdrippingoffherface."Couldyou

domeonemorefavour,cuthertongueforme

please.Idon'ttrustthisbitch"Isaidafterlooking

intohereyesandnotfindingwhatIwantedtofind."

Thepleasureisallmine"Machetesaid."Openup"

hesaidcalmly.Sheshookherherheadno."Use

this"Isaidpassinghimanelectronicallyshocker.



Sheshockedher,herwholebodywasshakingand

shefelldownonthefloorhelplesslyandweak,that's

whenhecuthertongueafterseparatingher

clenchedjaws."I'llkeepthis"hesaidflashingthe

tongueInfrontofus."Couldyoupleasedumpherat

thehospitalentrance,Ineedtogotothehospital."I

askedwipingmyhands."Whydowealwayshaveto

gettheunexcitingduties"Tiaxiangaskedwhilehe

andKevinwerepickinguptheunconsciouswoman.

"Untilyoulearnhowtouseaknifethenwecantalk"

Isaidopeningthedoor."ButIcanusethesword"he

said."Couldyoustopcomplaining...She'soneheavy

helluvawoman"Kevincomplained."Iamoutifhere"

Isaidaswegotintothegarage.Igotintomycar

anddroveoff.

.

Ipassedbythehousetofreshenupandhavea

changeofclothessinceonesIwaswearinghad

bloodspots,Ipassedbythemallandboughtahuge

snowwhiteteddybear.

WhenIgotintothehospitalitwas5pm,Iparked

undergroundandtotheelevatortothewardfloor



shewasin,IsawMichaelandAmandasittingcozy

inthewaitingroom."Andthen?,Ifyouguysarehere

thenwho'swithher?"Iaskedarmsfoldedonmy

chest."Relax,thenursesarebathingher...Isshe

dead?"Michaelaskedstandingupswiftlythat

Amandaalmostfellonthebenchbecauseshewas

leaningonhisshoulder."She'snotbutshegotmore

thanthat.Ifiguredthatdeathwouldbeaneasyway

outforher.Let'sjustsayshelostaboutfivefingers,

aneyeandtongue.She'ddefinitelygetpneumonia"I

saidsolemnly."Ican'tlistentothis,IthinkI'llpuke.

Excuseme"Amandasaidrushingout,Ijustchuckled

andsatdown.Weweretheonlyonesinthatwaiting

room.30minuteslaterthenursesgotout."Thanks

forlookingafterher,youcangohomenow"Isaid."

There'snothanksorsorryinthisfamily.I'llseeyou

tomorrow"hesaidandthenwefistbumped."Let

megoandgetthatdramaqueen"hesaidandthen

left.Iwentinsideandfoundherstilllayinginthe

samepositionIhadleftherin,herskinlookedbetter

thanthedaybefore.Shelookedkindaoil,Iguessed

itwassomekindoftreatmentfortheskin.Ikissed

herforehead,satdownonthecouchandheldher



hand."Hey...I'mback.Ifoundtheonewhodidthis

toyouandI'vemadesurethatshepays.Aren'tyou

tiredoflyingdown,pleasewakeup"Isaidplanting

kissingonherhand."Midispiace,avreidovuto

saperechenonpotevafarenulladibuono,de

devesseaccarderti,Io,Io,potrei(I'msorry,Ishould

haveknownthatshewasuptonogood,ifanything

shouldhappentoyou,I,i,wouldneverforgive

myself.)"Ipleadedwithher.Andthemyphonerang

itwasgrandmaIanswered."NonnnCoraèIn

aspedale(grandmaCoraisinthehospital)"Isaid

first.

.

"Yourfathertoldmethat'swhyIcalledyou,ma

comaèsuccesso,startBeno?,Guardschestiamo

prendendoilprimovoloil(buthowdidthishappen

issheokay.Lookweretakingthefirstflightthere"

shesaidsoundingsoworried.

"Nonnanonc'èbisignoDiquello,tiaggiomosee

succedequelcosa,peièsusedativeinquesto

momento,anchelononposse...(Grandmalook

there'snoneedforthat,I'llupdateyouifanything



happens,she'sonsedativesrightnow,evenIcan't

help...)"Isaidhelplessly.ThemcomingtoSAwas

notgoingtochangeanything."Ècomamianipote,

vergo,finedelladiscussions(she'slikemy

granddaughter,I'mcoming,endofdiscussion"she

saidthenhunguponme,justlikethat."She'sso

stubborn,IguessIhavethismagnetthattendsto

attractstubbornwomaninmylife.You'realso

stubbornjustlikeher.Iwonderifourdaughterswill

takeafteryouorme.Butno,I'lllikethemtobejust

likeyou.You'reperfect,everythingyoudois

immaculate."Isaidholdinghercoldhandagainst

mycheek.

.

Amanda'spov

"Pleasedropmehere"Isaidwhenwewerejusta

fewblocksawayfromthecampus."Why?"Heasked

stilldrivingforward"Idon'twantanytrouble,canyou

juststopwithoutquestioningme"Ihuffed."No,I'm

notgoingtoputyourlifeindangerjustbecauseyour

littlestupidgirlfriendhasinsecuritiestrustissues"

hesaiddrivingon."Iguessthat'sthethingwehave



incommon"Isaidlookingoutthewindow.Hedidn't

sayanythinguntilhestoppedatthegate."I'llsee

youtomorrow"Isaidopeningthedoor."Amandaget

backinsideifyoudonotwantmetocauseany

scene"hesaidwarningly.Therewerestudentsstill

movingaround.Itwas18:00pm,Igotbackinside."

Whatisit?"Iaskedsighing."Dowehavetoalways

argueonthesepettyissues"heaskedlookingso

irritated."Mhh,canIgonowbeforeherfriendssees

meinyourcaronceagain"Isaidlookingathim."

Youdon'thavetoworryabouther,she'snevergoing

tolayafingeronyou"hesaidholdingmyhand."

Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"Iaskedfrowning."What

didyoudotoher"Iaskedsuspiciousofhim."CanI

getakissgoodbye"heaskedignoringmyquestion."

Mikeplease"Isaidshyly,scaredofpeoplewhowere

passingby,myheartbeatingoofmychest."Stop

fightingthis,stopfightingus"hesaidholdingmy

headfrombothsidesandthenhepulledmeinand

wekissedpassionately,Iputmyhandsaroundhis

neckanddrewhimclosertomybody,thatkissleft

mybodyyearningformore,mybreathingincreased,

heartracing.Hehadhishandsonmywaist,Iwas



morelikesittingonthehandbrakethanthesitting."I

wantyou"hesaidbreathingfasterthannormal."

Let'sgointomyroom"Isaidshamelessly,Iwanted

histhingmovinginsideme.

.
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7dayslater
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Salvatore'sPOV

IthadbeenthreefulldaysandCorawasstill

unconscious,nochangeatall.Therashhaddied

downabitmorethanthefirstday.Mygrandparents

didcome,theywerebothstayingwithmeinour

house.GrandmavisitedCoradailyjustlikeIdid.I

haven'thadsomethingtoeateversince,Ihadno

appetiteatall.Grandmatriedtoforcesomemealon

mebutitallcameoutinvomit.OndaytwoCora's

bodyvibratedandShakedlikeshewasgoingtodie

andtheherheartstoppedbeatbuttheshockedher



backtolife.Iwasevenscaredtogoinsideand

check,IwasafraidI'dfindherlyinglifelesslyonthe

hospitalbad.Tearscouldn'tstopstreamingdown

myface,Ifoundmyselfdrivingaway,without

knowingthedestinationIwasheadingto.The

doctorshadruledthatshewasinacoma,herlips

weresodryandcracky.Iworkedfromhome,my

businessesweresufferingtoo.SomedayIwas

supposedtogotoThehotelParadisétowelcome

someVIPRussiantouristsbutIcouldn'tmakeitand

theyplacedcomplains.Iwaslayingonbed,itwas

09:00am,Ididn'tfeellikegettingoutofbed,what

for?.Nothingwasexcitinganymore.Andthenthere

wasaknockonthedoor,"goaway!"Isaidfaintly.

Grandmabudgedinuninvited.Ifeltcoldliquidhitmy

body,nobodytoldmetojumpoffthebed."What

thefuck...shit.whatareyoudoing"Icursed.Iwas

wetwetwet,"don'tyouswearatmeyoungman,I

raisedyoubetterthanthat.Getyourassinthat

bathroomandgetsomebath."Shesnapped,"for

what?,Letmegotosleep.It'stheweekend.I'llonly

gotothehospitalaround2:00pm"Isaidsittingdown

onthewetbed."Isee,youwantmetopourhot



wateronyou.Don'tworryI'llgiveyoujustthat...."

Shesaid,Ijustsighed."Lookson,ifyoukeepon

beinglikethis!,Nothingwillevergoright.Do

something,gotochurchprayorsomething.Cora

wouldbeverydisappointedinyou,doyouwanttobe

apatienttoo?,Doyouwanttogetadmittedttoo.

Thisisnotdone,lookatyourbeard,getyourself

ready.I'vepreparedbreakfast,youwilleatitevenif

youvomitIdon'tcare.TakeabathMaryishere,

she'schangetheshirts"shesaidandthenleft,it

musthavebeenaThursdayforMarytocomeand

clean.Iwenttothebathroomandtookashower,I

blowdriedmyhair,sprayedupandcombed.Ididn't

shavemybeard,Ilookedawful.Ineededawhole

dayinasalonbutwhocares.Iworemypumawhite

tracksuitsandJordanretrowhitewithatouchofred

sneakers.Iwentdownstairsandfoundthegrands

sittingonthediningtable.Breakfastwasserved."

Whoboughtthegroceries?"Iaskedsittingdown,

grandmawasdishingupforme."Somekindghost"

shesaidsoirritated."Really,isitpossiblethatthe

sameghostisservingmerightnow"IaskedandI

feltaslaponthebackofmyhead."Ouch!"I



exclaimedholdingthespotwhereshehitme"Eatup

youmoron"shesaidgrandpalaughedandIsmileda

bit.Andthenmyphonerang,itwasthehospital."

Hello"Isaidmyheartskipping,fearcreepingin."Mr

Salvatore,pleasecometothehospitalimmediately.

"Theotherpersononthelinesaid."Whatisit?"I

asked."Wewillletyouknowassoonasyouget

here"shesaid."OhhOK.I'llbethereinanhour"I

saidaftertakingadeepbreath."Whatisit?"

Grandmaaskedsittingdown."Nothing,let'sfinish

ourbreakfastfirst"Isaiddiggingin.Usuallywhen

somebodyhasbadnewsandtheyblowyourphone.

Theymakesurethatyougettherefirstbeforethey

breakitdowntoyou."Whoawhoa,takeiteasyon

thefood"grandpasaid.Ididn'trealizethatIwas

eatingupfast."Whatwasthecallabout,you're

scaringmenow"grandmaasked."Idon'tknow,it

wasthehospital.TheysaidImustgetthere

Immediately.Whatif,whatifshe's—she'sdea—"..."

Don'tevensayit,let'sgo.Nothinghashappenedto

Cora.

,Shehasherwholelifeaheadofher.Stopassuming



theworst"shesaidstandingup.Istoodupandgot

thecarkeys.

.

WegotInthehospitalaround11am,theweather

wascoldanddrizzle.Wewalkeduptoherwardafter

gettingoutofelevator.Therewerealotofnurses

andadoctorinsidewewerewatchingthroughthe

window,wecouldn'treallyseeher.Ikeeponwalking

upanddown."Ohh,it'sgoodthatyou'rehere.She's

awake,you—"she'sawake?,Notdead?"Iaskedjust

tomakesurethatIheardhimright."She's

100%alive,youcangoinandseeher.Buttrynotto

stressherout.Andyeshervoiceisnotingood

shape,thelesserthequestionsthebetter"DrDavis

said,thenursesweregettingoutoftheward.I

turnedthedoorknobandwewalkedin.Shehadher

eyesclosed,"Ilmiocuerobatte"Icalledout,she

openeduphereyes.Shewasreallyalive,"you're

alive"Iexclaimedattackingherwithahug."Alonzo,

you'resqueezingher"grandmashouted."Ohh,sorry"

Isaidmovingaway.Shehadtearsinhereyesanda

broadsmile."Hey"shesaidinahuskytiny,most



tinylittlevoice.Ialmostcouldn'thearher,youcould

tellthatitwasdifficulttoevensaythatoneword."

Mybabyareyouokay"grandmaaskedwalkingupto

herotherside,"grandma,grandpa"shesaidsmiling.

"I'mgladyou'reawake"grandmasaid."Orelsehow

wouldyouhavegivenusgrandchildren"grandpa

added.Icouldn'thelpbutgiggled.Shesmiled,

grandmalaughed."Youthoughtyou'djust

pretendingtobedyingandwe'dforgetaboutthe

threegrandchildren.Never,westillwantthem"

grandmasaid."Sounfair"shesaidsmilingbuther

facealsoreflectedpain."Let'sleavethesetwo

alonenow,I'msureAlonzomustbefuminginside"

grandpasaid."Howdidyouknow"Iaskedchuckling.

Theylaughedandleft.

Iwentoverandclosedtheblindfolds,Ithenwent

andsatonthebed,justbesideher.Iheldherhandin

myhands."What"sheaskedafteralongtimeofme

gazingather."You'realive,IthoughtIhadlostyou,

lastweekyou—..."I'mherenow"shesaidwipingoff

mytearsbutshewascryingherself."Don'teverdo

thattome,it'ssounbearable"Isaidwipingoffher



tears."Iwon'tsurvivewithoutyou,you'rearemy

heartbeat''Isaidtryingbyallmeanstoallmeansto

holdbackmytears."Iloveyou"thatallshesaid.I

wantedtoholdhertightlyintomyarms,Iwantedher

tosaymorethanjustthreewords."Iloveyou"Isaid

leaninginandplantingakissonherdrylips.Iputmy

foreheadslightlyonhers,sheputherhandatthe

backofmyheadandkeptonmovingitthere.Itfelt

sogood,sorelaxed.MademerealizehowmuchI

missedhertouch,"Imissyousomuch"Isaid."

Evennow?"Sheaskedsmiling."Yes"Isaidfaintly."

ButIamhere"shesaid.Isatupstraight,"Imissyou

inyourfinestthings"Isaidlookingintohereyes."I

don'tunderstand"shesaidfrowning."Theroom

feelssocoldwithoutyou"Isaid."Ohh,youmiss

sex"shesaidrollinghereyes.Theattitudewasstill

therebythewayhereyeswerekindofyellowlike."

Notme"sheadded."Imissthewholeallyou,Imiss

thewayyousay'babywami'.Thewayyoutalking,

youtinylittlevoice"Isaid."Thewayyoumoanwhen

youeat,thewayyourbreathinggetshitched

wheneverItouchyourwaist,thewayyousay'

Salvatore'whenyou'refurious—.."Idon'tsayitlike



that"shesaidthencoughed.Igothertheglassof

waterandhelpedherdrinkup."Yesyoudo,and

don'tinterruptmewhenI'mtalking..."Isaidafter

puttingtheglassdown."AsIwassaying;Imissthe

wayyousayAlonzowhenyou'reupsetandtheway

yousayJoaquinWhenyou'rehappy.Thewayyou

beggedformetoputitinsideyouwhenwe're—..."

Stopit"shesaidblushing."What?"Iaskedremoving

herhandfromherface."I'mfeelingshy"shesaid,

hercheekswerealreadypinkishincolor."Ohh

really?,DoyouknowhowI'mfeelingrightnow?"I

askedseductivelyonpurpose.Sheshookherhead

no."Thealcoholwassobitter,itmakesmefeel

hornytoo"Isaidleaningclosertoher."Stopit"she

saidlookinganywherebutme."Doremindme,

who'sdialoguewasthat?"Iasked,Iwas3inches

awayfromherface."Ican'tremember"shesaid

coveringherface.Iremovedherhandonceagain

andtiltedherheadsothatshecanfaceme."Really?,

Isitthatyoureallydon'trememberoryou'rejust

pretendingnotto?"Iaskedlookingherstraightinthe

eyes.Shedidnotsayanything,Icouldtellthatshe

wasfindingithardtobreath."Mmh"Iasked



removingthestrandsofhairfromherface."Aren't

yougoingtoanswerme''sheshookherheadno".

Hereyeswereonmylips,Iknewwhatshewanted,"

youwantmetokissyou?"Iaskedsmiling.She

nodded,Iwasabouttowhen,"getaroomplease"

Amandasaidgettingin,theywereallthereincluding

mybrothers."Youguyshavenotiming,really"Isaid

gettingoffthebed.Theywerecarryingteddybears,

balloons,flowersandsnacks."Twinsister,Imissed

you"Amandasaidhugginghertightly."What's

wrong?"Sheaskeduponseeinghertearsfalling."

You'rehurtingme"shesaidinherhuskydryvoice."

Guys,nohugsOK"Isaid,"youcan'ttalk?"Amanda

askedlookingasifshewantedtobreakdownand

cry.Coranodded,"it'smyturnnow"Esihlesaid

movingAmandaaway,wealljustlaughed."Look

whatI'vegotyou,isn'tshejustcute"shesaid

referringtotheteddybearshewascarrying.Cora

justsmiled,"It'smyturnnowsiwesaid"pushing

Esihleaway,itwashilarioustowatch."I'vegotyou

themostexpensiveflowersever,sniffthem"she

said."Siwe,she'snotquiteaflowertypeofgirl,she

doesn'treallyhaveasoftspotforthem"Isaid



clearingmythroat.''ohh,Ididn'tknow.Kevin!Thisis

allyourfault"shesaidwhining,awholelotofus

laughed.Theyallhadtheirturns.

.

"That'snottrue"Iprotested."Shameyoushould

haveseen,hewaswhippingtheentireweek....okay

ifyoudonotbelievemejustlookathim.Helooks

skinnyandwhatisitwiththebeard"Amandasaid.

Theyweregangingupagainstme."Stopharassing

him"Corasaidsolemnly."Ohhnowshecantalk"

Tiaxiangsaidlaughing.Itwasaround4:30pminthe

theafternoon.Thedooropenedupandthedoctor

camein,"thepatientmustrestnow,I'llrequestyou

guystopleaseleave"DrDavissaid."Comeon,we

justgothere"Divyasaid."You'vebeenhereforthe

pastfourhours,Ithink''hesaidglancingatthewrist

watch."Cora,wewillseeyoutomorrow.Let'sgo

guys"Michaelsaid.Mygrandparentswerelonggone

bythattime,theyhadtakenacab."CouldIhave30

minuteswithher"Iwasaskedthedoctorwhowas

standingonthedoorway."Just30,I'llbeback"he

saidthenleft.Iwentovertoher,"shewasright"she



said."Youlookhorrible"sheaddedsmiling,Icould

tellthatshewantedtolaughatmebutcouldn't."I

thoughtyouwereonmyside"Isaidstandingover

herhead."Youreallyneedtoshave"shesaidthen

tookadeepbreath."Stoptalkingyou'rehurting"I

kindasaidalittlebitlouderthanIintended."Sorry"I

saidholdingherhand."Youmustbeinanagonizing

painandhereIamshoutingatyou"Isighedand

lookedup."It'sokay"shesaid."I'llseeyou

tomorrow,OK"Isaidlookingintohereyes."Don't

go"shesaid."Youneedtorest,youcan'teventalk.

I'llcomebacktomorrowmorningandI'llbringyour

phonealong"Isaidbrushingherhandwithmy

thumb."How'sLorenzo?"Sheaskedallofasudden.

"He'sfine,let'snotgothere.Focusonyourrecovery,

everythingisfine.Iloveyou,okay?"Isaidkissingher

forehead.Shenodded,"stayabit"sheaskedone

moretime.Isatdownonthebed."Howaboutakiss

goodnight,willthatmakeyourday"Iaskedsmiling."

Let'ssee"shesaidsmiling.

[6/3,14:49]Lynne:Continuing

Salvatore'sPOV



Iwokeuparound5:00,tookashower.Ineededto

someworkdonebeforegoingtoseeCorainthe

hospital.Iworemycrispywhiteshirtanddarkblue

suitandblackformalshoes.IdrovetotheNGO.

Parkedoutsidethebuildingandwalkedinside."Sir!...

Goodmorningsir"thereceptionistexclaimed

lookingsurprised."IamhereseeCarlosand

Jabulani"Isaidtappingonmyphone."Theyarein

room16,bytheendofthecorridoronyour—."I

knoweverycornerofthisNGO,excuseme"Isaid

walkingaway.Igotintotheroomtheywerein,

Jabulani-Venomwasinawheelchair.WhileCarlos-

lonewolfwassittingonawheelchair.Theireyes

poppedoutassoonastheysawme."Don'tpanic,

I'mnotheretofinishyouoff.Imjustheretotalk,

mantoman"Isaidsittingdownonthebed."

ActuallyIamheretospeaksinceyoubothcannot

reply"Isaidsighingsoftly."Ijustwantedtocheck

uponyouguys,thingsaren'treallylookinggoodout

there.Myenemiesarecomingbackforme,Ijust

wantedtomakesurethatyoubotharestillhere.Are



theytreatingyouwell?"Iaskedbuttheydidn't

answer."Iaskedyouagoddamnquestions,you

pussies''Isnappedthoroughgrittedteeth."Mmh,

mmh"theybothsaidinunision,nodding."That's

morelikeitboys,nowwherewerewe?.Ummhyes,

Venom—shouldievenbecallingyouthatnow?.

Anywaysyourbabymamatriedtokillmywifeand

guesswhathappenedtoher?."Isaidcrossingmy

legovertheother."Imustadmit,shewasreally

good"Isaidthoughtfully.Isawvenom'slipsmoving

likehewantedtosaysomething."Don'tworryI

didn'tlikehernordidIkillyourdaughter.ButIbet

she'dwishshe'djustdied."Isaidgiggling.Isaw

tearsandrageinhiseyes."Youwillseeher,my

sourcetellsmethatshevisitsyouconstantly.Don't

youguysthinkit'srudeofyounottoletmeknow

whenyougetvisitors,thisisprobablyawasteof

time,Ibetyoucan'tevenhearmeproperlysince

yourearlobearenolongerintact.I'dlovetostayand

chatwithyouguysbutIgotsomewherebetterI

gottabe.Seeyouaround''Isaidbeforeexitingthe

room."OhhbereadyImightchangemymindand

decidetoeliminateallwhat'sleftofmyenemies"I



saidlookingback."IneedtheCCTVfootagefrom

4monthsagotobedeliveredtomyhousethis

evening."Isaidtothereceptionist,"yessir"shesaid.

Ithenleftforthehospital.Ittookme1hour&30

minutestogetthere.Itooktheelevatortoherwas

assoonasIparkedmycar.Therewasanurseinher

wardwhenIgotthere."Iwanttogetoutofhere"

shesnapped,hervoicewaswaymorebetterthan

theotherday."Lookmiss,Iunderstandyour

frustrationbutthereabsolutelynothingIcando

about.It'snotmydutytodischargeyou."Thenurse

saidpatiently."What'sgoingonhere"IaskedasI

walkedin."Salvatore,Iwanttogohome.Idon't

wanttostayinhere"shesaidcrying."Sirplease

makeherunderstand,she'sstillweak.Shecannot

bedischargedatthemoment"thenursesaid

hangingthepatient'sinformationboardonthebed's

edge."Excuseme"thenursesaid."Idon'twantto

stayhereanymore,Ihateyou"sheshoutedatthe

leavingnurse."Cora,calmdown"Isaidsittingonthe

bed."Iwanttogohome"shesaidcrying,Iwas

perplexed."Wewillgohome,whenyouaredoing

well.Rightnowyouneedtobehere"Isaidholding



herhandbutsheyankeditaway,triedtoturnonher

sidebutfailedtoshethelookedaway."Leave"she

said.Itriedtoholdherhandagainbutsheslapped

myhand,"what'swrongwithyou,thishospitalisthe

best"Iaskedsighingheavily."Ihatehospitals"she

said."That'sanironybecauseyou'regoingtobe

workingatoneinthenext11comingyears"Isaid

smiling."WellIhatebeingthepatient"shesaid

fuming.Ileanedoverandkissedhercheek,shetried

topushmeawaybutIwastoostrongforher."You

looksocutewhenyouareangry"Isaid,wellI

shouldn'thavesaidthatbecauseshestartedto

hystericallycry."Iwanttogohomewithyou"she

saidthroughthetears."Hey,It'sokay"Isaidleaning

myheadonherrightsideofthehead."I'vegota

plan"Isaidretrievingmyphonefrommypocket.

-2hourslater

Cora'sPOV

Uhhuh,uhhuh(YeaRihanna)

Uhhuh,uhhuh(Goodgirlgonebad)



Uhhuh,uhhuh(Takethree...Action)

Uhhuh,uhhuh

Nocloudsinmystones

Letitrain,Ihydroplaneinthebank

ComingdownwiththeDowJones

Whenthecloudscomewegone,weRocafella

Weflyhigherthanweather

InG5'sarebetter,

Youknowme,

Inanticipation,forprecipitation.

Stackchipsfortherainyday

Jay,RainManisbackwithlittleMs.Sunshine

Rihanna,whereyouat?

[Rihanna]

Youhavemyheart

Andwe'llneverbeworldsapart

Maybeinmagazines



Butyou'llstillbemystar

Baby,'causeinthedark

Youcan'tseeshinycars

Andthat'swhenyouneedmethere

WithyouI'llalwaysshare

Because

[Chorus]

Whenthesunshines,we'llshinetogether

ToldyouI'dbehereforever

SaidI'llalwaysbeafriend

TookanoathI'mastickitout'tiltheend

Nowthatit'srainingmorethanever

Knowthatwe'llstillhaveeachother

Youcanstandundermyumbrella

Youcanstandundermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella



(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheheheheh)

Thesefancythings,willnevercomeinbetween

You'repartofmyentity,hereforinfinity

Whenthewarhastookitspart

Whentheworldhasdealtitscards

Ifthehandishard,togetherwe'llmendyourheart

Because

[Chorus]

Whenthesunshines,we'llshinetogether

ToldyouI'dbehereforever

SaidI'llalwaysbeafriend

TookanoathI'mastickitout'tiltheend

Nowthatit'srainingmorethanever



Knowthatwe'llstillhaveeachother

Youcanstandundermyumbrella

Youcanstandundermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheheheheh)

Youcanrunintomyarms

It'sOK,don'tbealarmed

Comeheretome

There'snodistanceinbetweenourlove

Sogoonandlettherainpour

I'llbeallyouneedandmore

Because



[Chorus]

Whenthesunshines,we'llshinetogether

ToldyouI'llbehereforever

SaidI'llalwaysbeafriend

TookanoathI'mastickitout'tiltheend

Nowthatit'srainingmorethanever

Knowthatwe'llstillhaveeachother

Youcanstandundermyumbrella

Youcanstandundermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheh)

Undermyumbrella

(Ellaellaeheheheheheh)

It'sraining,raining



Oh,baby,it'sraining,raining

Baby,comeheretome

Comeheretome

It'sraining,raining

Oh,baby,it'sraining,raining

Youcanalwayscomeheretome

Comeheretome

[2x]

It'spouringrain,it'spouringrain

Comeheretome

Comeheretome

Iwasinhiscar,wehadescapedfromthehospital.

hehadcalledRobinsontobringmesomethingto

wear,andputmeinalaundrybasket,worea

senatorsclothes.wepassedbythemallandI

boughttheCDIwascarryingtheentiretriptothe

house,heboughtmesomesnackstoo.Iwaseating

yoghurtwhilehewasdriving,hospitalfoodtasted

horrible."Happynow"heaskedglancingatme."



Very,thatjumpsuitlookedfabulousonyou"Isaid

giggling."Don'tstart"hesaidwarninglybutsmiling.

HeparkedInfrontofthegarageandgotout,I

openedupthedoor,"don'teventhinkaboutit"he

saidcomingtomyside."What?,Iwanttowalkon

myowntoo."Isaid,hepickedmeupintohisarms."

Joaquin!"Iexclaimedtryingtogetoff."Stopit"he

saidclosingthedoorwithhisleg.Iheldontohim,

myheadsnuggleduponhisneck.Heputmeonthe

kitchenislandcounter."Don'tmove,ifyoudareto

disobeymyordersI'llbeforcedtoshoot"hesaid

kissingmyforehead.Ijustrolledmyeyes.Hewent

awayandcamebackwiththesnackswehadbought.

"WhatwouldyouliketohaveforbreakfastMrs

Futureme"hesaidstaringintomyeyesmakingme

blushintheprocess."Ohh,she'sblushing"hesaid

socheesy."Stopit"Isaidsmiling.Itookadeep

breathandthoughtfullysaid."Scrambledeggswith

fetacheese,greensalad,bacon,lambchopstoasted

breadandchickenparmesan''Isaid,hiseyeswere

poppedout."Don'tyouthinkthatthat'salittlebit

toomuchforyoursmalltummy."Nooo,I'vebeen

starvingfordays"isaidseriously."Okay,justbe



carefulitmightpop"hesaidputtingonanapron."I

haveonemorerequest"Isaidlookingathim,"and

whatthatbe"heaskedsighing."Relaxit'sforyour

owngood...I'vebeenlookingatyourcrispywhite

shirtandathoughtcameintomymind.'whatifit

getsdirty'.Pleasetakeitoffandthenyoucanput

theapronon"Isaidsolemnly."Ohh,how

considerateofyou"hesaidtakingtheapronoffand

thenthenshirtoffhethenputtheapronbackon."

Aren'tyoujustnaughty,actingallsmartonme"he

saidstandingInfrontofme."What,whathaveI

done"Iaskedpullingoutthebestofpuppyeyesever.

ButIendeduplaughingandhejoinedin."You're

insane"hesaidwalkingaway."There'snocrimein

wantingtoseeyourmasculinearms,yourbroad

chestandsixpack.I'vemissedthose"Isaidsmiling.

"I'lltakethatasacompliment''hesaidstartingwith

hiscooking.

.

"No,It'scoldupthere"herefused."ButKong"Isaid.

"ForthesecondtimeIamtellingyou,don'tcallme

bythatname"hesaidseriously."I'msorry"Isaid."



Please,Ireallywanttogoupthere"Isaid.Hewas

donewithpreparingthebreakfastandIwantedto

haveitontherooftop."Pleaseplease,plusI'llbe

goinguptothehospitalinafewminutes.Can'tyou

dothisonelastthingforyourilmiocuerobatte"I

askedblinkingacoupleoftimes."That'sjust

blackmailonitslowestlevel"hesaid."Please,

please"Ipleadedpullinghimover."Cora,you're

here"grandmaaskedenteringthekitchenalongwith

grandpa."Hellograndmaandgrandpa"Isaidhalf

smiling."Haveyoubeenreleased?"Grandpaasked

unpackingtheplasticstheywerecarrying."NoI

esc—"..."ActuallyDrDavisgaveherafewhoursout.

Sowethoughtweshouldcomehereandspendtime

together"Salvatoresaidcuttingmeoff."Isn'tit

Cora''heasked,Iwasstaringathimconfused.He

pinchedme."Ouch!,Yesyesgrandmathedoctor

sawthatIwassuffocating"Isaidfastly."Youguys

areactingstrange"grandmasaidshakingherhead."

I'lljustgoaheadputtheseontherooftop"Salvatore

saidCarryingthehugetraywhichhadourbreakfast.

"Hasthepaininyourthroatgonedown?"Grandpa

asked."Pain?,OhhyesIcantalknow,it'sstillthere



thoughbutIcantalk."Isaid."I'mjustgoingtolay

down,letmeknowwhenyou'releaving"grandma

said."Weweregoingtogotothehospitaltosee

youbutnowthatyou'rehereIguesswe'llcomeby

tomorrow"grandpasaid."You'resuchgoodpeople,

itfeelslikeI'moneofyourgrandchildrentoo.I'm

gratefultohaveYouinmylife"Isaidfromtheheart.

"You'reareoneofourown,anyonewhoputsasmile

onourgrandsonsfaceisconsideredfamily"hesaid.

"Let'sgo"Joaquinsaidgettinginthekitchen."Ride

on"hesaidgivingmehisback."InApiggyback

style?"Iaskedgiggling."Comeon...Grandpawewill

seeyouaround"hesaidasihoppedonhisback.He

ascendingupthestaircaseswithmeonhisback."

Let'sdoitagain"Isaidlaughingasheputmeona

couch"withyourheavyass,forgetit"hesaid."I

thoughtyoulovedthisass"Isaidpoutingina

sulkingmanner."Iaminlovewithit,butit'sno

secretthatit'sheavy"hesaidgivingmeaplateof

breakfast."Mxm,you'resucharude"Isaideatingup.

Hesatbesidesmeandtookhisplateofbreakfast.

Yourcouldheartheharmonioussingingofthewild

birdsandthewaterfallinghittingtherocksdown



there.Thesmellofallthewildthings.30minutes

laterIwasdoneeating.Istoodupforthefirsttime

indays,myguthurtsalittlebitbutIcarriedon."

Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing"Salvatore

exclaimeduponseeingmestanding.Hestoodup

andmademesitdownagain."Iwanttolookdown

thelake"Isaidsighing."You'vebeendownthere,

you'veseenitbefore.There'snothingnew"shesaid

scornfully."Couldyoucarrymetotherailsthen,I

justwanttowatch,for2minutesIpromise"isaid

begging."Twominutes"hesaidpickingmeupafter

thinkingaboutitforawhile."Putmedown,I'lllean

ontherails"Isaidhedidjustthataftersighing.He

stoodbehindmeandheldmywaistslightlyjustfor

support."Toyoutheremustbenothingnewabout

thisviewbuttomeitchangeseverytimeIlookatit,

it'slikethestars.Youmightthinkthatthere'sno

changeordifferenceinthembutit'sthere,allyou

needisjusttolookalittlebitcloseranddeeper."I

saidleaningonhischest,Icouldfeelhisheartbeat

reciprocatingwithmine."Thisviewchangesmy

moodjustlikethestarsdo,everythingmaygoaway

butthey'realwaysthereforme,they'retheonlything



constantinmylife."Isaidputtingmyhandsontop

ofhis."Somenightsitmaybetoodarkandthey

mightfailtoappearbutIknowforsurethatthey're

there,lookingoutforme"Iadded."Doyouthink

you'deverconsidermeasoneofthestars"heasked

kissingthetopofmyhead."Whenthedarkestof

nightscomethat'swhenyouandIwouldknowif

you'reoneofthestarsornot"Isaid."Howdoyoudo

it?...howdoyougeteverybodytoloveyou?"He

asked.Ishruggedmyshoulderscasually."Maybe

it'sbecauseoftheloveportionthatIfeedthem"I

saidkiddingly.Hegiggledabit,"butthere'sone

thingthathasneverlovedmeorshowanykindness

orsomesortofmercy...life.Isometimesthinkthat

wewereenemiesinthelastlife...it'sinsaneisn'tit''I

saidchucklingbitterlycold."Don'ttalklikethat,so

whatiflifedoesloveyou.Iloveyou,Iloveyouto

infinityandbeyondthat"hesaidturningmearound."

There'snothingbeyondinfinity"Isaidgiggling."

Don'tactsmartwithme"hesaidholdingmecloseto

hisbody."ActuallyIamsmart"Isaidgiggling."Okay

that'senoughwe'regoingbacktothecouch,you

alwayshavesomethingtosay"hesaidCarryingme



intohisarms."Youmightbeadevil'sadvocatebutI

amadevil'slittletalkativerascal''IsaidgigglingHe

putmedownonthecouchbutIheldontohisneck,"

kissme"Isaidlookingintohiseyes."Idon'tthink

thatthat'ssuchagoodidea"hesaidalert."just

once"Isaidpullinghimover,hekneeleddown

InfrontofmeandIleanedoverandkissedhim,my

tongueinvadedhismouth.Ineededmoreandmore,

twominuteslatermybreathingwashitched.Hehad

hishandsonmywaistafterall.Iwentclosetohim

untilhewasin-betweenmythighs.hepulledoutand

lookedatmeasifhewassearchingforsomething."

No,notyet"hesaidresisting.Iknewhewantedme

asmuchasIwantedhim,hisgiantcucumberwas

bulgingover."Please,Iwantyou"Isaidbitingmy

lowerlip."Isaidno"hesaidstandingup,"Joaquin

justonce"IsaidtakingoffmywhitedressthatIwas

wearing.Hewaslookingelsewherebutme.''what

areyoudoing"hesaidaskedshockeduponseeing

menaked,Iwasinmypantiesonly."Iwantyouto

makelovetome"Isaidstandingupwithquite

difficultyandstandingInfrontofhim.Helookedat

meforalongtime."Shit,Ican'ttakethisanymore"



hesaidputtingmeonacouchandtherestishistory.

.

Amanda'spov

Iwokeupwithhimsnuggleduponmybody,thebed

wasprettysmallfortwo.HewasbehindmeandI

waswearinghisshirtonly,hewassoundasleep.I

wokeupandwenttothebathroomtotakeashower.

Waterwashittingthetopofmyheadtomywhole

body,theshowerglasscoveredupinamist,

reminiscingaboutlastnight's3hotlovemaking

session.Thethingshedidtome,nomancouldever

topthat.Hegotmescreamingandcryingand

askingforanchor.Hekneweverysensitivepartof

mybody,hesuckedmethroughmycum.Hewas

drivingmenutsandIwaslovingeveryminuteofit.

JustwhenIwasthinkingabouthim,hejoinedmein

theshower."Goodmorningmylady"hesaidkissing

mybackandholdingmyhands,hegothisfingersin-

betweenmineandheldontothewall.Hethingwas

pokingmyass,"ain'tyougoingtogreetmegood

morning?''heaskedkissingplantingakissonmy

neck,IwassosureheleftaHickeythere."Good



morningMichael"Isaid,myheartbeatingoutofmy

chest."You'resuchahopelessromantic,nosweet

names?''hesaidmakingmefeeldisappointedin

myself."That'sjusthowIam,Idon'tknowhowtobe

rom—....''ahhh,Iwasjustkidding.Relax"hesaid

movinghishandsallovermybody,adrenalinerush

caughtupwithme.Hesqueezedmytinybreasts

andteasedmynipples."Weshouldgetreadyandgo

outforbreakfast"hesaidgettinghishandsoffme

andwashinghisbodyserious."ButIthoughtwe

weregoingto—..icouldn'tsayitbutheknewwhatI

wanted,hejustturnedmeonforhimtoleaveme

hanging?.''towhat,sayit"heaskedlookingintomy

eyes."Nothing,excuseme''Isaidtryingtogetoutof

theshower."Whereareyougoing?"Heasked

blockingmyway."Totakeabath"heIsaidlooking

anywherebuthim."We'rebothgoingtotakea

showertogether...Iloveawomanwhocanspeak

theirminds"hesaid,Ifeltlikecrying.

[6/3,14:50]Lynne:Page44

Salvatore'sPOV

AfterspendingtimewithherIreturnedherbackto



thehospital,DrDaviswasnopleasedwithwhatwe

did.Saidsomethinglike'you'llbearthefruitsofyour

sillybehavior'wejustlaughedandpassedon.Lifeis

tooshorttobelivedinseriousnessallthetime,

apparentlyhehadbeblowingupmyphonebutthe

thingwasthatIhadleftitinthekitchencounter

whenwewentupstairs.AnywaysIcamebackhome

around3pmandvisitedallmybusinesses,Icame

backhomearound23pm,thegrandparentswerein

bedbythattime.Iwassofatigue,Itookashower

andwenttobed.TheyweregoingbacktoItalyon

thenextday.Idrovethemtotheairportaround6am

andwenttowork.Iwasmonitoringthechefsat

restaurantParadiséwhenmyphonerang."Hello"I

answeredafternoticingthatthecallwasfromthe

hospital."MrSalvatoreyou'reneededinthehospital,

missMaphumuloisinseriouspain"thecallersaid."

What?,Whathappened.Ithoughtshewasdoing

fine....I'llbetherein30minutes."Isaidthenhugged

up,Iwasconfusedandworriedbutittookme30

minutesexactlytogetthere.Itooktheelevatorto

herward,thedoctorwasinsidewhenIgotthere."

Sir,pleasewaitoutside"thenurserequiredasI



entered."I'mnotgoinganywhere,sheneedsme"I

saidpushingheraside.Shewascryingand

screaming.Ibetthewholefloorcouldhearher,the

doctorwasbusycheckingherheartbeatandpulse.

Whateverstuffhewasdoingwasnotsohelpful."

Can'tyougivehersomethingtoeasethepain?"I

snapped.Herhandswereonherabdomen."

Salvatoreletusdoourjobplease"thedoctorsaidso

calmly."Nursegiveheranotherdosageofthose

sedatives"hesaid."Cora,what'swrong.What

happened?''Iaskedholdingherhand."MrSalvatore

I'dlikeyoutoleavetheroomnow,let'sdoourjob"Dr

Davissaid.Thenurseinjectedheronthearmafter

theyholdherstill."Ahhh,pleasehelpme,Joaquin

pleasesaveme,Joaquin"shekeptoncallingoutfor

meuntilshewasknockedoutbythemedicationthe

administratedtoher.Itwassofrustratingtoseeher

crylikethat,frustratedtobesohelplessly."Ikepton

walkingupanddown."Whatwasthat?,What's

wrongwithmygirlfriend.Shewasdoingjustfine

yesterday"Ishoutedholdingthedoctorbyhiscoat."

Violenceisnotgoingtobeofanyhelp,wouldyou

justcalmdown.Thisisallyourfault,herinternal



woundsarestillrawandyoutookheroutyesterday,

wentanddidGodknowswhat.Iwarnedyoudidn'tl?.

She'sbleedingonceagain,thepainhascomeback

inmultiplesofwhatitwasbefore."DrDavissaid

calmly,Iletgoofhiscoat."Thiscannotbeit,thisis

just—"Isaidscratchingmyhead,soconfused.It

waslikeshewaspossessedbysomekindofa

demonorsomething.Herabdomenareawasrising

andfalling."You'reright,it'snotonlythepoison's

wounds.She'salsoonhermenstrualperiods.Does

shenormalexperiencecrampswhenshe's

menstruating?"Heaskedme."No,notatall."Isaid.

"Thepoisonmust'vetriggeredsomethingInher

uterus.Wewilldosometestsandseetoit.Excuse

me"hesaidleavingwiththepatient'sinformation

board.Iwaslefttheredumbfoundedandangrywith

myselfandher.Ishouldn'thaveallowedmy

emotionstotakeoverthelastday.Ishouldhave

beenresponsiblelikeIalwayswas,butthenI

realizedsomethingthatday.Shewasmyweakness,

she'smyweakness.Ineverhadthatbefore,Iwalked

uptoher.Shewassnoring.Herlipspoutedabit,she

hadtearsfallingoffherrighteye.Herhandsonher



tummy,"thisisallyourdamnfault,youkepton

beggingandpleading.Youknowican'tsaynotoyou.

Especiallywhenyou'reinthiscondition,andwhydid

youhavetoseduceme?,Why?,Why?,why?.Whydid

you?."Iaskedhittingthesidestand."Lookatyou

now!"Ishoutedthenstoodupandleft.Ineededto

getsomefreshairandspaceandtimetothink.

.

Icamebackaround4pm,Ihadchangedmysuitinto

whiteshortsandshirtandsandals.IfoundAmanda

andEsihletherewhenIwalkedintotheWard."Big

bro,longtimenosee"Esihlesaidforwardly."How

areyouguysdoing''Iasked."We'redoingjustfine,

we'rejustheretoseesistersinlaw"shesaid."What

happenedtoyourvoiceMrMuscles''Amandaasked.

"IthinkI'mcomingdownwithflu,I'llleaveyouguys

totalk"Isaid."Heavensforbid,we'vebeenherefor

hours.Wewillleaveyoulovebirdstotalk.CoraI'll

seewhenseeyou"shesaidblowingherakiss."Bye

sisterinlaw''Esihlesaidwavinggoodbye."Bye''Cora

saidsmiling."Youlookbetter''Isaidsittingdownon

thecouch."Ifeelalittlebitbetter"shesaidgazing



atmebutIavoidedhereyes."You'reangrywithme

ain'tyou"shesaidsighing."NoIamnot,whywouldI

be"Isaidcasuallyandcalmly."Youclenchyourjaws

nowandthen,andthefist?.You'reavoidingmy

eyes...I'msorry"Isaidsincerely."Wecan'tchange

thepast,what'sdoneisdoneandIwasan

accomplicetoo...infactthisisallonme.Iamthe

olderone,Ishouldhavebeenmorematuredabout

thiswholething.It'sokay,we'repastthat.You'refine

now"Isaidfastlyandserious."Don't,don'tdothat,

don'tsaythat"shesaidblinkingacoupleoftimes."

What?,Dowhat?"Iaskedpuzzled."You'remaking

mefeelbad,reallybad"shesaid."How'sthepain"I

asked."Idon'tknow,mybodyfeelssonumb,Ican't

feelit''shesaidsighingheavily."Whendidallthis

start?,Thepain"Iasked."Yesterdayduringour

sessionontherooftop"shesaidlookingaway."But

Iaskedyouifyouwerealright,Iaskedyouifyou

werecomfortable,Iaskedyounotoncenottwice

butthriceandyousaidyouweregood.Youfucking

liedtomeandnowlookwhereitlandedus''I

shoutedfuriouslyangry."Don'tshoutatme,don't

shout"shesaidcrying."Tohellwiththat,youshould



haveseenyourself.Itwaslikeyouweredying.You

don'tknowhowthatfeelslike,thefearcreepingin

mygut,I'vebeenherebefore.I'veseenyoustop

breathingandyou'retellingmetostopshouting.

HowIwishtheroleswereinterchangedandthen

you'dseeandfeelwhatIamgoingthrough.Why

wouldyoubesocareless"Ishoutedwalkingaround

theward."I'msorry,I'msorrypleasestopshouting"

shepleadedcrying."YouknowwhatI'llseeyou

tomorrow"Isaidthentookmycarkeysandleft."I'm

sorrypleasecomeback,shekeptoncallingoutfor

me.Ileftanyways.

.

Thenextday

Cora'sPOV

Afterthedoctorwasdonecheckingonmethenurse

helpedmetogett

Intothebathtubandtakeabath.Igotoutofthe

bathingtubanddrainedthewater,Ihadnoenergyto

washthebathingtub,.Iwipedmybody,brushedmy

teeth,woremypantiesalongwiththehospital's



sanitarypad,Imoisturizedmybodywiththe

aqueouscreamiwasprovidedwith.Worethe

hospitalp

Bluepantsandshirtandthengotbacktobed.Iwas

servedwithoats/porridgearound7:00am.Ittookme

30minutestofinisheatingandthenursecameback

tocollectthedishes.ThankGodIhadmycellphone

withmeorelseIwouldhavebeenboredthewhole

day,myabdominalpainwasnolongerthere.Ikept

oncheckingthedooronlytobedisappointednotto

findJoaquinthere.Hourspassedbybuthestill

hadn'tcome,Ihadnovisitorsexceptforphonecalls

fromhisfriend'swivesandAmandaandgrandma

whoIrecentlyfoundoutthatshewasnolongerin

SA.Iwasreallydisappointedandhurttofindout,

theydidn'tevensaygoodbye.Amandahadbackto

backclassessoshecouldn'treallyvisitme,Ionthe

othersidewasmissingoutonclasses.Myworld

wasreallyshaking,justyesterdayeverythingwasfine

andthen...

Ifinallyfellasleepafteralongtimeofjoggingmy

mind.Iwashavingsuchagreatdreamwhen



somebodyshookmetowakeup,Islowlyopenedup

myeyesandsawSalvatorestandingovermyhead.

Hewasstaringdownatme,hewaswearingagrey

suitcarryinganovercoatinhishand."Hey"hesaid

brushingmyhairwithhishand."I'msorryabout

yesterday,Ishouldn'thaveshoutedatyou.I'msorry"

hesaidkissingmyforehead."Noyouwereright,I

wasatfaultandIshouldapologizeforit.I'msorry,I

shouldhavetoldyouthatitwashurting.It'sjustthat

itfeltsogood"Isaidtruthfully.Hesmiled,"AmI

forgiven?"Iaskedandhenodded."Iloveyouso

much,youwouldn'tunderstand"hesaidsighing

heavilyandlookingupwards."Don'tsaythat,Ido

understand.Iunderstandbecausethefeelingis

mutual.Iloveyousomuch"Isaidsolemnly."Igot

yousomething"hesaidslidinghishandonhis

pocketanditcamebackwithaPS."PSIamsorry"

hereadoutloud.PSwasmyfavoritesnackbarever.

"Thanks"Isaidsmiling."tellmesomething.Have

youeverexperiencedanyperiodpainspreviously?''

heasked."No,notthatIcanremember"Isaid

thoughtfully."Ohhokay"hesaidsittingdownonthe

couch."Iammissingmylectures,itcan'tbegood.I



needtogetoutofhereASAP"Isaidsighingheavily."

Youdon'thavetoworrythatmuch,ofmyguysis

theretakingnotesforyouandmakingvideos.It

won'tbethesameasyoubeingtherebutit's

something"hesaidholdingmyhand."Thanks"Isaid

staringathim."StaringisconsideredrudewhereI

comefrom"hesaidsmiling."It'sasignof

admirationwhereIcomefrom"Isaidseriously."

Whyareyoustaringatmelikethat"heasked

becauseIdidn'tdaretostop."I'mjustthinkingof

howmuchluckyIamtohaveyouinmylife,you're

myheroandSavior"Isaidsincerely."Iadoreyou

AlonzoJoaquinSalvatore"IsaidandthenIfelthis

thumbontherightsideofmyeye,hewipedaway

thetearthathadfallen."Let'sgotoCaliforniaon

Decemberholidays"hesaidoutofnowhere."

California?,Whatgoesdownthere?"Iasked."The

resorts,themostbeautifulbeachesandcrazyclubs"

hesaid."Thatsoundswild,I'vebeentoCalifornia

before.I'veneverbeenprettymuchanywhere"Isaid.

"Ourfriendsarecomingalong,wedidthistheother

yearbutwewenttoMiamiFloridaitwasgreat"he

said."Itmusthavebeenbecauseyouhadyour'



wife'withyou"Isaidoutofnowhere."Wheredoes

thatcomefrom?''heaskedchuckling.ButIdidn't

answer.

"Areyoujealous?"Heasked."Ofyourexwife,why

wouldIbejealous?.ShouldIbejealousofher?"I

askedlookingforwardtohearingtheanswer."

You'reinsane,whyareyouaskingmethat?.

AnywaysIhavetogo.I'vegotalotofworktodo"he

saidafterglancingathiswristwatch."Leaving

already?,Youjustgothere"IsaidFeelingsadand

disappointed."I'llstayforanhourandthenleave,I

havetwomeetingstomorrow.Ineedtopreparefor

them"hesaidkissingmyhand.

.

Aweeklater

Amanda'spov

.

"You'rekiddingright?"Iaskedeyespoppedout."I'm

serioushere,readmyface"Corasaid."No,I'mnot

goingtodothat,geezthat'sdisgusting.Here"Isaid,

reallydisgusted."Beforeweevengetthere,howdoI,



howdoIaskforsex?"Iaskedshylyandfeelingso

stupidandnaïve."Andhereiwasthinkingthatwhite

girlsareveryfastandshameless''shesaidlaughing

atme."MxmwhateverI'mleaving"Isaidsoupset."

Heydon'tgo,Iwasjustkidding.Relax"shesaid

holdingmyjacketandIsatbackdownonthecouch.

Shewasstillinhospitalgettingdischargedthenext

day."Whyareyousoserious?''sheaskedrollingher

eyes.Herhabitreallygottome."Whyareyou

makingfunofme,doyouknowhowharditwasfor

metofinallyaskyouthat.Ihavebeenwantingtoask

youfordaysandnowthatIfinallydo,youdothis?''I

saidseriouslypissedoff."OKI'mnot,Ishouldn't

havemadefunofyou.it'sjustthatIassumedthat

sinceyou'rewhiteyouknow...Iamsorry"Shesaid

solemnly."It'scool,areyougoingtoanswermeor

not"Iaskedeagertoheartheanswer."Idon'tknow

eitherbuttheotherdayIjusttookoffmyclothes

andthatwasjustit.Whydon'tyoujustsay'I'm

hornycanwebang'.Ormaybeyoucanjuststartto

undresshimwhenyou'rekissing"shesuggestedI

couldn'tholdmyself.Ilaughedoutloudtillmy

tummyhurts



"Isthatwhatyoudo?"Iaskedgiggling."Doyoube

like'ohhMrMusclesbabyIamhornycanwebang'

andthenhebelike'ohhlet'sbangbaby,doyouwant

itonthecouchoronthebed'ormaybe—..."Argh

stopit,that'sweirdandEuw.Whywouldthinklike

thatyack!"Shecutmeoff."Wedon'tdoitlikethat

okay?,Ican'trememberustalkingbeforegettingit

on.Wejustdoit,noquestionsasked"sheadded."

Mmh,youjustdoitwheneveryoufeellikeit,whatif

oneofyouryoudoesn'tfeellikeit.Whatifherefuses

to...Thisisrisky,Iwon'tbeabletotakethe

rejection."Isaid."Thathasneverhappenedbefore,

youhavetoloosenupabitAmanda.Feelgoodin

yourownskin,you'restunningit'sabouttimeyou

ownuptothatandstopworryingaboutman's

rejectionsorwhatever.BesidesIthinkthatthisjerk

you'rewithreallylovesyou,bebraveand

courageous''shesaid."ThanksDoctorPhil,I'llsee

whatIcando"Isaidsighingsoftly."We'regoingto

behavingdinnertonightat7:00pm.Ihaven'tseen

himindaysletalonetalktohim.He'salwaysbusy

withcases.Idon'tgetwhyhehastoworkasa

detectivewhenhe'sacriminalontheotherside."I



saidsighingheavily."You'redefinitelyaskingthe

wrongperson,"shesaidhandsraisedup."Don'tyou

everfeelworriedaboutMrMuscles,thatonedayhe

mightnotmakeitbackhome,thatonedayhemight

getcaughtandarrestedfordecades"Isaid

concerned."Ifearthatmyparentswon'taccepthim

ifthisthingwehavedoesworkout,he's10years

olderthanme.DoyourememberLucasfromlast

year'sEve,Igetthesignalthattheydesirehimfor

me.He'sdoinghisfourthyearincardiology''Isaid

saddenedaboutwhatmayhappenandwhatmay

nothappen."Youdon'thavetoworryofwhatmay

comeyourway,youwillcrossthatbridgewhenyou

getthere.Firstthingsfirst;haveyoubrokenupwith

Lethu?"Sheaskedme."Notyet,howdoIbreakit

downtoher.I'mscared,howdoItellherthatInever

lovedhertobeginwith.She'llbeshattered,sheloves

me,I'mnotevensurethatmeandMichaelwillwork

out.WhatifIamjustbusychasingstoneswhile

leavingthereallydiamond"Isaidsopuzzled."

EnoughofyourrubbishAmanda,I'msickofthis.Do

youthinkIknowmyfuture,doyouthinkeverybody

elseknowstheyfutureandthat'swhytheychoseto



takethepathstheytook?.Itdoesn'tworklikethat,

we'realltakingtherisksandkeepingfaithinour

choices.That'shihowlifeis,it'sallaboutgambling,

wedon'tknowwhattheoutcomeofitallmightbe

butwestillgamble.Youjusthavetoletyourguard

downandletyourfateanddestinytakeover.And

whosaidLethuwasadiamond,maybeshe'sjust

dustyandyouknowverywellwhathappensto

peoplewhoplaywithdusty.TheyendupgettingTB

andsorethroatsjustwomanupandfaceher"she

shoutedsoirritatedbutIgotthemessageanyways.

"I'lldoitbutIhaveonefavourtoaskofyou,would

youpleaseaccompanymewhenit'stime"Iasked

seriously.Iwasafraidshewasnotgoingtotakeit

slightly,shemighthitmeagain."OfcourseI'llbe

there,youdon'tneedtoask,whataretwinsistersfor

ifyouhavetoask.Iwanttoseethewholedramain

person.I'llberecordingthewholething"shesaid

dramatically."You'reinsane,hasanyoneevertold

youthat?"Iaskedgiggling."Igetthateverytime

babes''shesaidsocockyandsessy.Weboth

laughedintheend.Mycrazytwinsister,Iwouldn't

tradeherforanything.



.

"Youlookbeautifultonight"hewhisperedintomy

eyesaswegotoutofhiscar.Ihadmyhand

wrappedaroundhisarm.Iwaswearingalittlered

dressandblackhighheelsandblackdiamond

earringsandnecklaceMyhaircurleduptotheside."

Thankyou"Isaidblushing."Didyougetadiscount"I

askedjokinglyasInoticedthebolditalicfont

written'restaurantParadisé'."Whynot,it'smy

friendsrestaurantafterall?''heaskedchuckling

casually.WewokeinastheAsheropenedthedoor

forus,"welcomesirandmadam"aguywithacrazy

accentsaid."YoumustbeMrSullivanandthismust

beMissTimber,thiswayplease"hesaidescorting

ustoourtable.Hepulledoutthechairfortheboth

ofusandwesetdown.Thebottleofwinewas

alreadyonthetable,icecold.Tenminuteslaterour

foodcame,"butIdidn'torderaanything"Isaid

lookingathim."Theorderisplacedthroughan

emailoraphonecall.Ishouldhaveaskedyoufirst

beforeplacingtheorder,myapologiesforthat."He

saiditlikeagentlemanhewas.ItwasItaliandishes,



ittastedsoDevine."CanIaskyousomething?"I

askedanyways."YESofcourse''hesaidchopping

hisgrilledchickenandtakingitintohismouth."

WhatAmItoyou,whatarewe?.Areweboyfriend

andgirlfriend.''Iaskednervously."Ithoughtyou

knewthatbynow,sinceyousaidyoulovemeandI

loveyouweareboyfriendandgirlfriendtome.Idon't

knowaboutyou''hesaidsochilled."Good,Ijust

wantedtobeclearonthat....Buthowcomeyou

neverbothertoaskmeaboutLeah"Iasked."That's

probablybecauseIfixedthat"hesaid."Whatdoyou

meanbythat"Iaskedconfusedbecauseitwasthe

secondtimehesaidthat."Youshouldaskher"he

said."Canwetalkaboutsomethingelse?''heasked

politely."Yeahsure,whatwouldyou—...''Mikkyis

thatyou?"Avoiceaskedfrombehindme.Iturned

aroundandlooked.Itwasawhitewomaninablack

formalsuit."Michelle?"Heaskedstandingup,she

walkeduptohimandtheyhugged."Whatareyou

doinghere,it'sbeenalongtime''heaskedsmiling.''

dudeI'vebeenhereforthepastfourmonthsandyou

sillyboydidn'tevenbothertocomearoundmy

house"shesaidpokinghisshoulder."HowwouldI



haveknownthatyou'reback,Iamnotafortuneteller

youknow"hesaidgiggling."You'resuchabad

friend"shesaiddramaticallypretendingtobehurt.I

wassittingdownwatchingthewholething,itwas

likeididn'texist."OhhIalmostforgot,Michiemeet

mygirlfriendAmanda,Mandythisismylonglost

friendMichelle"hesaidintroducingus."Hi,it'snice

tomeetyouAmanda"shesaidlookingatme.''like

wise''Isaidsmiling.Iwasnotsosureifitwasnice

orgoingtobeniceornotsoniceorneveratall.But

gotsureIdidn'tlikeheralready."Ihopeyoudon't

mindifshejoinsus.Wehavealottocatchupon''

Michaelsaidnotevenlookingatme."Ofcoursenot,

she'swelcometojoinus"Isaidfakingasmile.He

wouldhavenoticedifhewasevennoticingme."

Thanksguys,Iwassurelygoingtogetboredover

there''shesaidoccupythethirdsite.Therewerefour

sitsonourtable."Howdoyouguysknoweach

other?"Iaskedcuriouslybecausetheyseemedto

clickfromthebeginning."Wewerechildhoodfriend,

wewenttopreschoolandsecondaryschool

togetherbutsadlyIhadtogooverseastostudy

that'swhenwelostcontact"sheexplained.The



waitresscamewithherorder."Forgetaboutthat,

whatI'minterestediniswhatareyoudoinginhere"

heasked."InSAorinthisparticulartest?"She

askedfrowning.Thewomanwasbeautifulnodoubt

aboutthat,shewaselegantandsophisticated."All

ofthementioned"hesaid."Ohh,Ihavestarteda

clothinglinehere.ImissedhomesoI'mback.Asfor

therestaurantIhearditisthebestinthecitysoIam

here"shesaidseriously."Welcomehome"hesaid."

IwantawelcomehomepartydetectiveSullivan"she

saiddrinkingtheglassofredwine."whotoldyouI

wasadetective?"Heaskedsmiling."Myparentsof

course"shesaid."Noisyoldchickens"hesaidand

shepunchedhisshoulder."Theyarestillmyparents

afterall"shesaidgiggling."WhatI'minterestedin

findingoutishowdidyoutwomeet"sheasked

lookingatme."Youaskhim"Isaidsmiling."Well,

myfriendsandIwerecelebratingsomethingand

shehadcomealongwithafriend'sgirlfriend.Itwas

herfirsttimetherebutyoucouldhaveseentheway

shewasblabbering.Afewminuteslatershewentto

theladiesroomandIfollowedher.Iwasholdingher

wristandtryingmyluckbutshejustdidthemostun



speakablething.Shescreamedforthewholehouse

tohear..Iknewfromthenthatihadtohaveher"he

explained,evenIhadneverheardthatversionofthe

story."Soundssoromanticandinsane.Yousayshe

wasblabberingbutshehadbeenquietsinceIgot

here"shesaid."Shehashermoments"hesaid

drinkinghiswine.Momentslaterwewerehaving

dessert."Doyoustillrememberthattimewhenmy

parentscaughtyoucreepingoutofmyroomearlyin

themorning"shesaidgiggling.IswearIwasgoing

togetsickfromlisteningtobothofthem

reminiscingabouttheirchildhoodmemories.Igot

thevibethattheywereoncelovers,nodoubtabout

that.Ihatedthewayhetouchedhimandthewayhe

smiledather."Weweredoingoursenioryearback

then.Geezitwassoembarrassing"hesaidlaughing.

''excuseme,Ineedtogototheladiesroom"Isaid

standingupwithmypurse."Comebacksoon"that's

allhesaid,comebackforwhat?.SotheIcouldlisten

tohischildhoodsweetheartjogginghismemory

abouttheirlove.LikehellIwas,heavensforbid,I

calledmydriverandgavehimtheaddresssothathe

couldcomeandpickmeup.30minuteslaterhe



textedmethathewasparkedInfrontofthe

restaurant.Igotoutoftheladiesroomandheaded

forthedoor,makingsuretoavoidinghimandher."

Amandawait,whereareyougoing?"Heasked

standingupandrushingtome.Iopenedupthedoor

andwalkedtowardsthecar."Whereareyougoing?''

heaskingfollowingme."Can'tyousee?.Iamgoing

asfarawayfromyouaspossible.Gobackinside,

keeponchattingwithyoursocalledfriend.I'mout

ofhere"Isaidopeningthedoorbutheclosedit.

Wrongmove,Igavehimthemotherofslapsacross

hiswhoringface."Isaidgobackinside.Shecan

haveyou,you'refreetohavehertoo"Isaidpointing

myindexfingerathim.Hewaslookingatme

unbelievingly.Igotinsidethecarandlefthim

standingthere,luckyhimtherewerenopeople

aroundtowitnessthatslap.

.

Iwenthome,Ineededtobealoneandbeatpeace.

That'swastheplacewhereIcouldfindthat.Itwas

sparklingclean,thehousecaretakermusthavebeen

cleaningearlieron.Igotridofthedress,shoesand



jewelryiwasWearingwithsomuchanger.How

couldhe,howcouldhehavedonethattome,tous.

Itwaslikeididn'texist,forthewholethreehoursI

hadtotolerateher.Iwentintomydad'swinesailor

inthebasementandtookabottleofwhitedrywine.

Ipassedbythekitchenandtookaglassandthen

wentupstairs...Tookoffmyundergarmentsandgot

intothebathtub.Iopenedupthebottleofwineand

poureditintotheglass.Idrankup,Idon'tknow

whentheitgotfinishedbutawhilelaterthebottle

wasemptyandIfeltsosleepy.Ifeltsorelaxedand

good.

Iwaswokenupbythebrightsunlighthittingthe

window,Isaidupstraightwithamotherofall

headaches.Igotoutofthebathingtubandwrapped

mybodyintoatowel.Ilookedmyselfinthemirror,I

lookedsohorrible,Iworemylong.Iwentovertothe

toiletseatandpeed.Ibrushedmyteethafterthat.

Moisturizedmybodyandworemylazyoversized

dress.Iwasnotgoingtouniversity,Idecided.Iwent

downstairs.Thefridgewasempty.Imademyself

cornflakes,thankGodwehadboughtpowdermilkor



elseitwouldhavegotspoiledtoo.Iwentandset

Infrontofthetelevision,triedtowatchitbutitwas

watchingmeinstead.Lastnight'sscenekepton

playingandplayinginmyhead,Imademyself

anotherbowlofcornflakeswentbackInfrontofthe

TV.

.

Narrated.

"AsIwassaying,ourmachinesandintelligentcould

notidentifytheproblem,sowesentthescansand

alltheinformationtothehigherhospitalinCape

Town.Theresultswillbebackwithinamonthorso."

DrDavissaid.IwastheretotakeCorahomesince

shehasbeenreleasedtocomehome."Iguesswe

willseeyouwhenyouhavetheresults''isaidtaking

Cora'sbags."Cora,youmightneedtogouptocape

TownifneededbebutI'llcontactyou.Takecare"he

said."Tillthen,takecare"Corasaid.Theytookthe

elevatordowntotheundergroundparking.Heput

thebagsonthebootwhichwasalreadyfullofteddy

bears."Weshouldgivethistothekidsinthe

orphanage"hesaidtryingtofindaspaceforthebag.



"Noways,never.I'mkeepingthem.They'remine,

theywereboughtwithsomuchloveandaffection.

I'mnotgoingtogivethemaway"shesaidprotesting.

"I'llfindaspareroomforthem"shesaid,"I'mnot

goingtoarguewithyou,I'mgoingtoletthisone

slidefornow"hesaidchuckling.Heopenedupthe

doorforherandsheentered,buckledupandhegot

indroveoff.

.

"Lorenzoishere?"Sheaskedastheyenteredthe

house."Yeah,IguesshecameinwhenIwentout"

hesaidCarryingthebagsupstairs.Lorenzowas

cryinghislungsout."Yougotanewnanny''she

asked."She'stemporaryandIknoweverything

abouther.Nofunnybusinessthistime.Iinterviewed

hermyself"hesaidassuringherbutshewasnotat

easewiththewholething.Theygotinthesitting

roomandthenannywaswalkingupanddowntrying

togetthebabytocalmdown."Hi"Coragreetedthe

oldwoman."Hi"theoldwomansaidsmilingkindly."

MynameisCoraandwhat'syourname?"Corasaid

extendingherhandforahandshake.Thewoman



lookeddumbfounded"She'skindailliterate,you

mightwanttospeakinisizulu"Salvatoresaid

smilingweirdly."Ohh,Sawubona,ungubaniiguana,

minangingulomuntuCora"Corasaidasifshewas

speakingwithadeafperson.Salvatoremadehis

wayupstairslaughinghysterically."Sawubona

mtanamiminakengingumamaUmaHlangungivela

esoweto"shesaid,Corawastryingtocatchupthe

entiretime."CanIhavehim,thebaby"shesaid

pointingatthebabywhowasstillcrying."Ohh,

uyatetemalomtana.Udingaukuphahlelwa"shesaid,

Coradidn'tbothertryingtogetwhatshewassay.

Shewentovertothetableandtookthebaby

formulaandthenwalkedupstairs."Wheredidyou

getthatoldwoman,howAmIsupposetocooperate

withher.Shecan'tspeakEnglish"Corasaid

unbelievingly."BlameitonNina,shegother.Itwas

aninconveniencesincethatthingwiththeother

nanny"hesaid."Ithinkit'stimeyousteppedupand

tookresponsibilityforyourkidSalvatore.Contact

thenannyagencyandfindapropernanny.Iknow

thatyouneverwantedtohavehimbuthe'shere

now"shesaidfeedingthebabywhofinallygotquiet



inherarms."Whatdoyoumeantakeresponsibility?.

Ipayforeverythinghehas,Itakegoodcareofmy

son.Whopaysforthenanny?.Ido,whopaysforhis

food?.Ido,whopaysforhisclothes?.Ido,whopays

fortheapartmenthelivesin?,Ido.Sopleasedon't

youdarejudgeme"heshoutedpissed."I'mnot

judgingyou,believemeI'mnot.I'mjusttryingtosay,

getmoreinvolvedinhislife.That'sall,beingaparent

isnotaboutbeingabletopayforhisbills.It'sabout

beingthereforhim,takehimoutonapicnic,

playground,goshoppingforhimwithhim.Iwon'tkill

youtodothatjustonceinaweekthat'sallI'm

askingyou.YouandIknowthevoidofgrowingup

withoneparent,don'tdothattoyourson."Shesaid

calmlyandcollected.Hesighedindefeat."You're

right,I'msorry...IguessInevergotusedtothefact

thatIgotachildwithher.Ineverwantedthat"he

saidwalkinguptoherandkissedherforehead."It's

okay,Igetitbutwecannotchangethepastwehave

tolearntolivewithit.Calltheagencyandfinda

propernanny,I'llinterviewherforyouifthat'sthe

issue.Wedon'twantanothernannydramainour

lives.Idon't,speakingofthat,Ithinkyoushould



assignsometoprotectLorenzobeforeit'stoolate"

shesaidconcerned.Lorenzowasfallingasleepin

herarms."Youguysseemtohaveastrong

connection"hesaidlookingatLorenzo."Ofcourse

wedo,he'smyLorenzoremember...allhellwould

breaklooseifNinafindsoutthatInamedhim"she

saidgiggling,Salvatorecouldnothelpbutlaugh.

.

Amanda'spov

Imadeupmymind,beingacouchpotatowasnot

goingtohelp,sothereIwas.Sittinginacoffeeshop,

waitingforLethu.Itwasnowornever,moments

laterathoughtcrossedmymind.'I

Mandyyoumightbeactingirrational'myinnerself

saidbutitwastoolate.Thereshewas,walkingin

withherschoolbackpack."Hi"Isaidstandingup

nervously."Hi,youlookgood"shesaidsmilingand

sittingdown."Sowhatdoyouwanttoustotalk

about"sheasked."It'sa,it'sabout.It'saboutus,

lookIknowthatyoulovemesodearlyandIcarefor

youalotbutthisisjustnotworkingout.Ithoughtas



timewentby,I'dfallinlovewithyoubutitdidn't

happen.WhatI'mtryingtosayisthatit'sover"Isaid

myheartpumpingupdofast,Ifeltlikepuking.The

hangoverwaskillingme."Iknoweverything

Amanda,Iknowthatyou'vebeencheatingonmethe

entiretime.Iknewthatyouneverlovedme.You

reactionbeforeyoucouldsaytheactualwordsadit

all.Goodluckonyourrelationship,Ihopehemakes

youhappy"shesaidandthenstoodupandleft.okay

thatwaseasierthanIhadthought,weirdeven.i

thoughtshe'dthrowtantrumsandstaff.Icontinued

withmycoffeeandthedriverdrovemetocampus

lateron.Itwasstartingtogetdark.iunlocked

andwalkedinsidemyroom,turnedthelightson."

Youdecidetomeetupwithher"avoicesaid

startlingme,Iwasshitscared."Wha,whatareyou

doinghere?''Iaskedleaningonthedoor."Howdid

yougetinhere,itwaslocked"Isaid,myheart

thundering.Michaellookedsodangerous."These

arecalledsparekeys"hesaidflashingthemtome."

Whatdoyouwant,Ithoughtyou'dbespendingthe

weekendwithyourgirlfriend"Isaidwalkingtowards



thebed,isetdownandtookoffmysneakers."She's

notmygirlfriend"hesaidwalkingtowardsme."Ohh

yeah?,IguessherVirginawasn'tthathot.You

dumpedhersofast?''IsaidtakingoffthedressI

waswearingandthentheundergarments.Iwrapped

atowelaroundmybody.Ineededtogoandtakea

showerandthencomebacktostudy."Irepeat,

she'snotmygirlfriend"hesnappedhittingthewall

withhisfist,thatscaredthecrapoutofmebutI

pulledonthebraveface."Ifyou'dexcuseme,I'dlike

togoandtakeashower.Ihadalongday,Idon't

havetimetochitchat.Maybeanothertime"Isaid

walkingtowardsthedoorbutthenextthingIknewI

wasturnedaroundandpinnedagainstthedoor."

Whatareyoudoing,leaveme"Isaidscared."What

doyouwantfrommeAmanda,whatdoIgottadoto

makeyoubelievethatIloveyouandyouonly''he

askedlookingdownatme."Fucklove,Idon'tneed

yourloveandshit.JustyesterdayIdidn'texistin

youreyes.IwassittingrightInfrontofyoubutstill

yougazewasonherbackbutstillyousmiledather

notmeandthenyoucomehereandtalkemotional

shit.Youhavetoright,getoutofmyroom"I



snappedtearsfalling."What'swrongwithyou,we're

justfriends.There'snothingbetweenus.Yougotto

believeme.She'smyexgirlfriend.We'rejustfriends"

hesaidhittingthedoorbehindme."Wehadtoend

thingswhenshemovedoverseas.It'soverbetween

meandher"headded."Well,she'sbacknow.You

cangetbacktogetherandhaveagoodlife.Idon't

wantyoutoforcethingswithme,youcangobackto

yoursophisticatedbeautifulwoman.Idon'twantto

gethurtonemoretime.Justleave,likeIsaidbefore

you'reFree"Isaid,somewordsIregretbutIguessit

waseasiertorejectsomebodybeforetheyrejected

you."Whyareyoudoingthistous,stoptryingto

findwaystopushmeawaybecauseIamnotgoing

anywhere.I'mheretostay,youjusthavetodealwith

it.Iloveyounother,I'moverher.I'msorryaboutlast

night,thatnightwassupposedtobeaboutus.I'm

sorry,Ijustgotcarriedaway"hesaid.Whydidhe

havetosayallthesweetwordsthatmademyheart

melt.Hewasnotmakingiteasyforme."Giveusa

chance''hesaid,Inoddedslowly."AndIamsorryfor

slappingyou"Isaidlookingintohiseyes."No

womanslapsmeandgetsawaywithit,you'llget



punishedforit"hesaidkissingme....Iwassurely

punished.Mypussywasvandalised,itcanalso

testify.

.

Amonthlater

Cora'sPOV

Theresultswereout,wewereonceagainsittingat

theDoctorsoffice.Asforourtherapysessions,they

carriedonassoonasIgotdischarged.Theywere

goingtocometoanendsoon.

Thedoctoropenedtheenvelope,tomeitseemed

likehewastakingyears."Canyoumakeitfaster"I

said."Bepatient,Ihavetoreadtheresultsfirst"he

saidandGoddamnhetookhistime."Whatdoesit

say"Salvatoreaskedsqueezingmyhand."Miss

Maphumulohasendometriosis"DrDavissaid

sighingheavily."So?,Whatdoesthatmean''

Salvatoreasked.SinceIwasagynaecologystudenti

knewaboutthedisease.Iknewwhathemeant."It

meansthatshecannothavebabies"hesaidbutI

wasfaintlyhearinghim.''whathow,canyouexplain



more"Salvatoreaskedshocked.Atleasthehadthe

guttoask."Letmebreakitdowntoyou....

.

Commentsinwhateverlanguagearewelcome.
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Cora'sPOV

"Endometriosisisaconditionwherethetissuethat

coverstheuterusstartstogrowinotherplaceslike

ovaries,behindtheuterusorinthefallopiantubes

causingirritationsanddevelopmentofscartissue.

Besidesbeingextremelypainful(thoughsome

womenmayexperiencenopain).Iguessthisis

Cora'scase,thepainwasonlytriggerbythepoison.

Itcanmakeitdifficulttogetpregnantbyblocking

thefallopiantubes."Thedoctorexplained.Icould

hearhimfaintly,itwaslikeiwasreadinghislips

ratherthanhearinghimtalk.Iwonderedwhatthe

futureheldforus,wasthatit,theendpointofour

relationship.Everymanwantschildren.Abarren

womanwasjustacurseintheeyesofherbeholder.



Hewasquietnow,noquestionsasked.Thedoctor

stillcontinuedtoexplain."Thesymptomsof

endometriosiscanvaryfromverymildtoverysevere

althoughtheseverityofyourpaindoesalways

indicatethedegreeofthecondition...theprimary

symptomsofendometriosisispelvicpainoften

associatedwithyourmenstrualperiod.Womenwho

withendometriosistypicallydescribesmenstrual

painthat'sfarworsethannormal,othercommon

signsinclude:

-painwithurination

-painwithintercourse

-infertility

-excessivebleeding

-painpassingstool"hesaidthenkeptquiet."What

doyousaycausesthisagain?"Heasked.Iguessed

hehadgainedhisvoiceagain."MrSalvatore,the

exactcauseofendometriosisisunknown,some

possibleexplanationinclude;menstrualflow

problems;fataldevelopment;embryoniccellgrowth;

surgicalscars;geneticsandhormones"hevaguely



explained."Igetthatbutinhercase,youdidsome

scananddarntests.Youshouldknow"hekinda

snappednow."Ifit'sokaywithCoraI'dliketoknow

ifshehaddonesomepregnancyterminationbefore.

BecauseheruterushassomesurgicalscarandI

noticedsomestitchlineonherabdominalarea,it's

almostinvisiblebutasadoctorIdid"heasked."

CoraanswerthedamnDoctor"hesaidthrough

grittedteeth."Idon'tknow,idon'tknowanything.

I'veneverbeenpregnantbeforeinmylife,so

how...justtakemehome."Isaidgettingbackto

planetearth."Wow,soyoumeantosaythatthe

doctorislying''heasked."Theremustbesomesort

ofmisunderstandinghere,IswearI'veneverinmy

lifetookaninnocentlife"Isaidtearsfallingdownmy

face."BelievemeI'venever,pleasebelieveme"I

begged."MissMaphumulo,pleasetrytoremember.

Thegynaecologistwhowrotethesereportsisthe

bestinSouthAfrica.He'dneverlieormakesucha

hugemistake"thedoctorsaid."Maybeithappened

inyourchildhood,justjogyourmemory"headded.''

Idon'tknow,I'veneverbeentoagynaecologist

before.I'venever,justtakemehome"Isaidstanding



up.Salvatorestooduptoo."Butyouhaven'theard

thesolutions...takethisbrochurethen"Iheardthe

doctorsay.Ididn'tlookback.Theelevatorwas

takingit'stimesoIoptedforthestaircasesinstead.

IfoundSalvatoreinsidethecarwhenIgottothe

undergroundparking,Igotinandhedroveoff.The

silencewasthickenoughtobecutwithaknife.He

wasangry,nohewasfuriouswithme,maybe

disheartened,maybedisappointed.Maybefed,

maybewonderingwhyI'dlie.Howdoesonelieabout

somethingtheyneverknew,wheretofromthere?.

Howcouldhehavebelievedthedoctorsoverme,

whywouldIhidesomethingsobigfromhim."How

couldIhavecommittedmurderifIhavenevergot

pregnant"Isaidcrying."That'swhatIwanttoknow,

how.Whydidyouhidsomethingsobigfromme,

whywouldyoukeepsuchasecretfromme.Our

futureisruined,let'sjustnottalkabout,beforeIsay

somethingImightregret"hesaidangrily,hisfist

grippingthesteeringwheelsotightly."Salvatore

pleasebelieveme"Ibegged."MaybeIhada

miscarriagethen,GodknowsI'dneverkillan

innocentsoul"Ipleadedbutitseemedlikehisears



weredeaf."There'snouseincryingoverspiltmilk

now,isthere"hesaid."You'llwalktothehouse,I

needsomefreshair"hesaidparkingoutsidethe

gate."Let'sgoinandtalkaboutthisplease"I

beggedtouchinghisarm."Coragetthefuckoutof

thiscar,goinside"heshoutedsoangrily.I'venever

seenhimlikethat.Ialmostpeedonmyself,Igotout

quicklyandhedroveoff.

.

Iwalkedinsidethehouse,Lorenzowaslyingonthe

couch.Iwentstraightupstairsandtookalong

shower,itwasoneofthethingsthateasedmymind

duringtimeslikethose,seemedlikeourlovewas

abouttolose.Igotoutoftheshower,myhands

werewrinkled.Iwrappedatowelaroundmybody.

Tookoutthecellphoneandearphonesfrommy

handbag.Ineededtolistentosomemusic.

Thisbitterearth

Wellwhatafruititbaresohhh

Thisbitterearth

Andifmylifeislikethedust



OhhthathidestheglowofaRose

OhhwhatgoodamI,heavenonlyknows

.

Ahhhthisbitterearth

Yescanbesocold

Todayyou'reyoung

Toosoonyou'reold

Butwhileavoicewithinmecries

I'msuresomeonemayanswermycalls

Ohthisbitterearth

Maynotbesobitterafterall

.

Thisbitterearth

Ahhthisbitterearth

Whatgoodislovemmh

Thatnooneshares

Andifmylifeislikethedust



ThathidestheglowofaRose

WhatgoodamI,whatgoodamI

Heavenonlyknows

LikeIhadsaidbefore,peopleseemtoloveme

exceptlifeitself.Itwaslikehadcommittedsome

unforgivablesinagainstlife.Iwasconstantlybeing

punishedandforwhatIhadneverknown.Iusedto

believethatproverbsthatsaysomethinglike'itgets

reallydarkwhenlightisabouttounveilitself'that

turnedintocrap.Lightcameandwentbyinmylife,it

reallygotdarkeranddarkertillIcouldn'tsee.No

hopewasleft,Iwasjustsotiredoffighting,forwhat

exactly?.Onlyformetomeetupwithanother

problem.IdecidedIwasnotgoingtofightthattime,

Iwasjustgoingtoletlifetakeitscourse.Butmy

spiritintothedeepestofpits,whocaredanyways.I

hadnothingtolose.OrmaybeIdidbutIwasjusttoo

tiredtofighttheunendingbattles.Thebattlefields

wastoosteepforme."Whyhaveyouforsakenme

lord?,FirstIhadtogothroughthatrape,Iwasonly

just13backthen.WhatunforgivablesinhaveI

committedagainstyou.ForyearsIhadtoendurethe



assaults,andthenIhadtoliveunderthebridge,just

whenIhadthoughtyouhadsendmeyourangel,just

whenIthoughtIwasrescuedtheworsthappened.I

wentthroughprostitution,andthenthepoisoning

andnowthis?.howmuchmoredoIneededto

endure"Iaskedcrying.

.

Idon'tknowwhenIfellasleepbutIwaswokenupby

thecryofababy.Iopenedupmyheavyeyes,itwas

yetanotherday.Iwenttothebathwashedmyface

andmouth.Myeyeswereswollenwithdarkcircles

aroundthem.IputonavestandpantiessinceIhad

sleptnaked.Iputagownontopandwent

downstairs."Whathappenedtohim''Iaskedand

thensomethingcrossedmymind."Umyenzeni?"I

askedtakingLorenzofromher."Habe!,

Bengingamenzaniminalomtana.Selokhuetetema

selokhuetetemakusukelaizolo.Ngshilongathi

udingaukuphahlelwa"sheexclaimed.AtthetimeI

didn'tunderstandwhatshewassaying."Ineedto

gotoschool,I'lltrytocalmhimdownforyou.

Where'shisformula...incence?"Iaskedkindof



irritated."Ohhisekhishini"shesaid.Iwenttothe

kitchenandpickupthebabyformulaandthenwent

backupstairs."It'sokay,youdon'thavetocry.I'm

herenow?.SeemslikeyourDadsleptoutlastnight"I

saidfeedinghimtheformula."It'sstrangeisn'tit,

howcouldthingschangejustlikethat,Mmh?''I

askedhimasifhewasgoingtoanswer."It'sagood

thingthathehasyou,ason.NowthatIcannotgive

himanykids"Isaid,thewayhewassuckinghis

formula."HowIwishIwasjustlikeyou,youngand

innocent.Thisworldcanswallowyouwithoutany

mercy"Isaid.''butworrynot,I'mhereI'mgoingto

makesurethatyoudon'tturnouttobelikemeor

yourmother,letaloneyourfather.You'regoingto

havethebestlifeever"Isaidsmiling,hewasfalling

asleep."I'mgoingtotakeabathnow,gotoschool

andthencomeback.Wecanhaveourlittlechat

whenIreturn,wearegoingtohavealotsoffun''I

saidkissinghisforehead.Ithenwentdownstairs

andgavehimtohisnanny.Iwentupstairsandtook

aquickshower,moisturizedmybodyanddressed

upasquickasIcould.Iwenttothebackyardguests

houseandaskedRobinsontodrivemetoschool.



.

Icamebackhomearound16:00,Iwasnotsosureif

SalvatoreandIweregoingtogotooursessionsbut

Ifreshenedupfor10minutesaskedthedriverto

drivemehome.Therewasnosignofhimever

comingbackhome.

.

"Andhowdidyoufeelaboutthat?''thedoctor

phycologistaskedme."Idon'tknow,howdidIfeel

like?.Ifeltbetrayed,liedtoo.Icouldhavelostmylife

thatnightbutthenagainitwasforthebest.I'mhere

now,safeandalive"Isaidthensighed.Iwassitting

ononeoftherockingchairsweusuallysetonbut

theotheronewasempty.Hewasnotthere."Doyou

thinkhe'lleverchange,yourboyfriend"heasked,

writingeverythingdown."That'saquestionthat

shoulddirecttohim"Isaid."No,Iwantyouropinion

onthisone''hesaid."Tobehonest,Idon'tknowbut

Ihavefaithinhim.Ibelieveinhim.Ifheagreedto

attendingthesesessionsthenanythingispossible.

BesidesthatIdon'tthinkIeverwanthimtochange.

Weallhaveourimperfections,highsandlows."I



saidsolemnly."Youthink?,Thismeansthatyou're

notcertainaboutwhatyou'resaying"hesaid."

Nothingiscertaininmylifeoneofthesedays,

anythingcanhappen.I'velearnedtoflowwiththe

wind''Isaidthinkingoutloud."Youlooksotiredand

sore,whathappened"heasked.Hewasgoingto

findoutanyways,hehadhiswaysofdiggingoutthe

truth."Wewenttoreceivetheresultsinthehospital,

I'vejustdiscoveredthatI'mnotgoingtobeableto

beamother.Ihaveendometriosis''Isaidsighing

heavily."IsthatwhyMrSalvatoreisnotheretoday"

heaskedandInodded."Yes,hedidn'tsleepat

homelastnight,InfactIhadn'tseenhimsincehe

droppedmeoffatthegate"Iexplained."Whyare

eventalkingaboutthis,wewerestillonhowI

escapedfromTheDon'sclaws"Isaid."Youtellme...

.

Icamehomearound7:00pm.Thetherewasnoone

inthesittingroom,Iwenttothekitchenanddrank

somewater,Ididn'tfeellikeeating.Imixedsome

snacksandwenttothelibrarytostudy.Itooka

maximumof3hours,Iwassotiredandstressed.



WhatifsomethinghashappenedtoSalvatore,a

thoughtcrossedmymind.AnywaysIwentupstairs,

soakedmybodyintoabubblybath.Ineededserene,

Itookanapinsidethebathingtub.Iwaswokenup

bythesensethatsomeonewaswatchingme.I

openedupmyeyesandtherehewas,sittingonthe

edgeofthebathingtub.Icouldn'treadhisfacial

expression,hefinallydecidedtograceuswithhis

presence.Hedidn'tsayanythingneitherdidI,I

closedmyeyesandtriedtorelax.Actlikehis

presencedidn'teffectme,actlikeitdidmatterifhe

wasthereornot.IheardmovementsbutIdidn'tdare

toopenupmyeyesandthenIfeltthewatermoving.

Iopenedupmyeyesandtherehewasjoiningme

insidethebathingtub.HesetdownInfrontofme,I

closedmyeyesandleanedbackwardsonceagain.I

couldfeelhiseyesonme,Istayedinsidefora

maximumof15minutesandthengotout.Iwrapped

upatowelaroundmybody,hewaswatchingmethe

entiretime.Igotoutofthebathroomandwentto

thecloset.Woremypanties,nightdressgownalong

withsleepers.Iwasfeelingrestlessgotundercovers

aftersettingupthealarmtowakemeupinthe



morning,IhadearlierlecturesandassignmentsI

neededtosubmitIcovered.GoodthingswasthatI

nolongerneededtheanti-depressentcapsules.I

wasfallingasleepwhenIfeltahandtouchmywaist,

hesnuggleduptome."IwasinDurban,Ifoundout

thatyourfathertookyoutoagynaecologistwhen

youwere14yearsold.Youwere5monthspregnant,

heoperatedonyousincetheembryowasmatured

enoughtobeababy.Doyourememberanything?''

heaskedbreathingonmyneck,Icouldfeelhis

heartbeat.Igotoutofbedandwenttothebalcony,I

wassuffocating.Theinformationwastoomuchto

handle,hefollowedmeandsetononeofknitted

couchesinthebalcony.AfteralongtimeofsilenceI

swalloweddownthehugelumpinmythroat."He

saidIwassufferingfromappendix....Idon't

somethinglikethatbutthatdayhesaidthedoctor

wasgoingtohelpmeremoveit.Itdoesn'tmatter

now,likeyousaid'what'sdoneisdone,there'sno

useincryingoverspiltmilk'Ishouldhavejustdied

alongwithmymother.What'stheuseofbeingalive

iflifebringsmenothingbutpainandsuffering"Isaid,

sighedandthenwentinside.Isatonthebed,he



followedmeinandkneeleddownInfrontofme."I'm

sorry,I'msosorryforeverythingyouhadtogo

through.I'msorryfornotbelievingyou"hesaid

gettingin-betweenmythighs.Tearscascadeddown

myface,Ilookedup.Tryingtoholdthemback,I

wipedthemoff.Mychestliterallyhurt,everyinchof

mybodywasinpain.Myheart,ohhmyheartwas

bleedinguncontrollable."Yourapologychanges

nothing,itwon'terasethepain.Justleaveme

alone."Isaidpushinghimawayandstandingup.I

wentintothebathroomandwashedmyfaceonce

again,Iwasnotabouttocry.Iwasdoingjustthat

beforehecameintomylife."Biggirlsdon'tcry"I

saidlookingatmyselfmirrorimage."You'llbefine,

you'reastarafterall.Starsalwaysshine,nomatter

what"Itoldmyself,butIdidn'tbelieveitthattime,

somethingwasdifferent.Igotoutofthebathroom,

hewasstandingonmybedside."Couldyouexcuse

me"Iwanttogotosleep"IsaidstandingInfrontof

him."I'msorryilmiocuerobatte.I'msosorry"he

said."Sorry?.Forwhatexactly,pleasedon't

patronisemeSalvatore.Areyoutheonethatturned

meintoabarren,acurseofasome.Areyou?'just



getoutofmywayandletmegotosleep"Isaidwith

anachingheart.Hedidn'tmove."Isaidgetoutof

myway,ifIwasinmysensesIcouldhavejust

walkeduptotheothersideandgotundercoversbut

Iwasn't.Iwasmad,Iwasmadatmyselfforletting

lifehitmesohard,Iwasangryatmylatemother

whochosetokeepme,Iwasangryatthatevilmen

whocalledhimselfmyfather,IwasangryatJoaquin

forlivingmealoneinthatstatewhereIneededa

shouldertocryon."Isaidgetoutofmyway"I

screamedhittinghischestsohard.Hegrabbedmy

hands,"leavemyhands,IhateyouSalvatore."I

screamedtryingtogetmyhandsfreebutIfailed

miserably.Iendedupcryingmylungsoutagainst

hischest"heputhishandsaroundmypetitebody

andheldmetightlyagainsthischest."She,

everythingisgoingtobefine,I'llfixeverything"he

said.That'swhatIneededtohear.Iwantedhimto

justholdmeandtellmethateverythingwasgoingto

befine,thathewasgoingtofixeverythinglikehe

alwaysdid.Myfeetcouldn'tcarrymeanymoreI

foundmyselfslidingdownthefloorbuthepicked

meupandputmeintobed.Icouldn'tstopcrying.I



wassnuggleduptohiswarmbody,myheadonhis

chest."Stopcryingnow,youneedtostop.You're

goingtogetsick"hesaidsoftly."Ican't,Ican'tgive

youchildren.Thelittleyousdreamisruined."Isaid

crying,Igotahiccupfromsomuchcrying."That's

nottrue,Ireadthebrochure.Wewillhavelittleyous

andmes.Endometriosiscanbediagnosed.Itcanbe

diagnosed,therearemanydifferentwaysto

diagnoseit.Ifoundoutthatitcanbediagnosedby

laparoscopy,whichisanoperationlookingwitha

camerainsidethetummy.Itcanalsobetreatedwith

hormonesorsurgery.Itmaybeexpensivebutworth

it,I'mwillingtopaywhateverthepriceis.There'sno

waythatIamnotgoingtohavelittleyousandmes

runningaroundthehouse"hesaidsoundinghappy."

Really?"Iaskedsittinguprightandlookingathim.

Henodded,"wearegoingtohavebabies,I'mnota

barren?"Iasked."Yes,we'regoingtomakeourown

littleinsanefamily"hesaid.Sadnessturnedintojoy,

Iquicklywipedawaymytears."We'regoingtohave

babies"Iscreamedunbelievingly.Helaughedatme

butthenhegotseriousagain."I'msorryIlmiocuero

batte,thewayIbehavedearlieron,thatwasvery



mean.Youdidn'tdeserveit,Iwasjustsoangry...''he

saidsittingupright."YouhurtmebigJoaquinbutI

understand.WithThelineofbusinessIwasin

anyonewouldhaveprobablyassumedthatIaborted

alotofkids"Isaidlookingdown,tearsforminginmy

eyes."I'msorry,pleaseforgiveme"hesaidsincerely.

Inoddedaftertakingadeepbreath."Iforgiveyou"I

saidsmilingfaintly."I'llmakeituptoyou"hesaid

tiltingmyheadsothatIlookathim."How?"Iasked

frowning."I'mgoingtocooksomethingforyounow,

youprobablydidn'thaveanythingtoeatthewhole

dayplusyesterday"hesaiditwithquestioningeyes.

"I'mnotfeelinghungry"Isaid,makingmyself

comfortableinbed."You'renotgoingtosleeponan

emptystomach,notundermywatch"hesaidpulling

awaythecovers."Joaquin,Ihaveearlyclass

tomorrow"Isaidwhining."Doyourememberthat

daywhenIpouredcoldwateronyouwhileyouwere

inbed?"Heaskedseriously."Yes,so?"Iasked

shruggingmyshoulders."Don'tlethistoryrepeat

itself,''hesaidwalkingtowardsthedoor."Whata

uniquewaytoapologize.Ilikeyoursignatureyou

devil'sadvocate''Isaidgettingoutofbedand



followinghim.Wewerejustlikethat,allittookwas

justafewminutesofapologisingandthenwe'reall

fineagainbutthenafewminuteslaterwe're

bickeringaboutsomethingelse.

.

Iwokeuparound4:00amorratherIwaswokenup

byhim.Itookaquick.TiedupmyhairIntoamessy

ponytail.Woremyblackloseadidastrackpants,

Whiteoffshouldercroptopandblackpencilheels.

Appliedalittlebitofmakeupandlipgloss.Ilooked

cute,reallycute."Let'sgo"IsaidtoSalvatorewho

offeredtotakemetoUJ.AfterIhadmycereal.He

waswearinggreyscotchedsuiteandbrownItalian

shoes,readyforwork."Apersoncan'tevengeta

goodmorningkissinthishouse"hemurmuredbutI

heardhimanyways.Wegotintothecarandhedrove

off,theonlyvoiceinthecarwasthatofearlynews

man.40minuteslaterhewasparkedInfrontofthe

gate.Ihad20minutesbeforeclass."Ain'tyougoing

togetoutandopenthedoorforme"Iasked,sighing

softly."Iamsorryyourhighness"hesaidgettingout,

Igiggledabit.HeopenedupandIgotout."Iguess



I'llseeyouathomelater"Isaidputtingmybackpack

onmybackandcarryingmylaptopwithmyhand."

That'sjustit?"Heasked."What?...Youseem

moody''Isaidreadinghisface."Idon'twantto

comeoutascontrollingbutdon'tyouthinkthatthe

topyou'rewearingisalittlebitmoretiny"hesaid

lookingatmybarewaist.Iputmyfreehandaround

hisneckandpushedhimagainstthecar."Youdon't

havetoworry,I'mallyours"Isaidbrushinghisback

ofthehead.Hesighed,heldontomybarewaist.

Whichgotmyshiveringabit."Tellallofthoseboys

thatyou'realreadymine.Ireallydon'tfeellikepulling

agunonsomebody'shead"hesaidseriously."I'lllet

themknow"Isaidsmiling.Ikissedhislipsslightly."

I'llseeyouathome"Isaidlookingintohishazel

greeneyes.Hekissedme,withsomuchhungerand

passionate.Wehaven'thadsexinfourweeks,Iwas

busytryingtocatchup.I'dsometimescometobed

around3am,sotired.Sometimeshe'ddragmeout

ofthelibrary.Wehadexaminationssoitwasamust

thatIstudiedalot.Theuniversitywasgoingonthe

thirdtermholidayswithinaweek'stime.Ipulledout

ofthekiss,therewerestudentspassingbyplusit



wasgivingmeanunwantedreactiondownthere."I'll

seeyoulater"Isaidwipingoffthelipglossonhislips.

"Iloveyou"hecalledout."Iloveyou"Isaidblowing

himakiss.Hesmiledshakinghisheadunbelievingly.

Ijustchuckledandleft.

Theclasseswereafew.Ihadanexamination

comingthenextday.Iwenttothelibraryandstudied

aftersubmittingmyassignments."Heystranger"I

heardAmanda'svoicewhisperbehindme."Twin

sister"Imurmuredsoftly.Shecameoverandjoined

me."Thelovebites?''Iaskedlookingatherneck.

Shesmiledandlookedaway,"youguysweregetting

itonlastnight"Iaskeddemonstratingwithmy

hands."Stopit"shesaidslappingmyhands."You

lostsomeweight,youlooktiny.TellMrMusclesto

stopburnyourfatwithhisdick"shesaid,myeyes

popped.Therewereotherstudentsaround."Shhh!"

Thelibrariansaidcomingtowardsus."No,noways.

It'sbeenamonthsince,we.Youknow.Let'stalk

later,Ihaveaexaminationtostudyfor"Isaid

focussingonmybook.Icouldtellthatshehadalot

ofquestionsshewantedtoask.



.

5hourslaterAmanda'sandIwerewalkingoutside

theuniversity."Idon'tthinkIcansurviveamonth

withoutadicksession"shesaidshamelessly."

Amanda?,WhathasMichaeldonetomynaïvefriend.

Where'smyAmanda?"Iaskedgaggingunbelievingly.

"ThatMichellegirlItoldyouaboutistryingtoshow

meflamesbutguesswhatIgoingtoshowherfire.

Bitchtryingtostealmymanfromme"shesaid

burningup."Ithoughtyouwereneverevergoingto

fightforastupiddicklet"Isaidrememberingher

wordscorrectly."Ichangedmymindbesidesthat's

notadicklet.It'safatlongdick"shesaid."Euw,too

muchinformation"Isaiddramaticallydisgusted."

Lookwho'shere"Shesaidlookingforward.Ilooked

wherehereyeswereatandboomJoaquinwasthere

sittingonthehoodofhisyellowFerrari,wearing

black.Somestudentswerebusyadmiringthecar."

Heavensswallowmealready"Isaid,hewaslooking

straightatus.Therewasnoturningbacknow.We

walkeduptohim."MrMuscles"Amandasaid

salutinglikeasoldier."HowisMichelledoingohhI



meanMichael"heaskedsarcastically."Fyou.Noisy

chicken"Amandasaidclickinghertongue.Joaquin

justgiggled."CoraI'llseeyouaround"shesaid

alreadywalkingaway."Iadmireyourcourage

Mandison"hecalledout.Amandajustturnedaround

andraisedhermiddlefinger."Youguysarecrazy"I

saidshakingmyhead."Sowhatbringsyouhere"I

askedcuriously."Putmebehindbarsifit'scrimeto

getmygirlfriendfromschool"hesaidgettingoffthe

hook."Let'sgo"hesaidopeningthedoorforme.I

gotinandheclosedit,Ibuckledupwhilehegotin."

Idon'tlikethiscar"Isaidtakingadeepbreath."

Why?''heaskedbucklingup,"youdrivelikeamaniac

whenyouareinit,it'stoofast"Isaid."

RememberingthatfirsttimeIgaveyouaride

home?"Heasked."Youmeantosaythattimewhen

youforcedmetogetin"Icorrectedhim."DidIputa

gunonyourhead?''heaskeddrivingoff."Nobut—''

exactly"hecutmeoff."Butyou—..."Tahtahtahtah"

hesaidcuttingmeoff."Youwere—..."Tahtahtah

tahtah''hediditagain."CanItalk"Iaskedsighing

heavily."Iwasjustkidding,goon."Hesaidgiggling.

"AsIwassayingyoulookedso—..."Tahtahtahtah



tah''hediditonceagain."Fuckyou"Isaidangrily.

Hejustlaughed."It'snotfunny,that'sjustso

immatureofyou"Iadded."Whysoserious,Iwas

justkidding."Hesaidputtinghishandonmy

shoulderbutIyankedit."I'msorry,I'msorry"hesaid

butIjustlookedoutofthewindow."Forhowlong

areyougoingtoignoreme"heaskedafteralong

timeoftalkingAlone."Corawami,midispiace(I'm

sorry"hesaid."Itdoesn'tmatterinwhatlanguage

yousayit.I'mnotgoingtoforgiveyouthatwasrude

ofyou"Isaidfoldingmyarmsonmychest."

Mashiyamahle,ngyaxolisa"hesaid.Icouldnothelp

butsmile.Itwasfunny,thewayhesaidit."Ohh,

she'ssmiling.Shesmiles,comeonwasthata

smile?.DidIjustseeasmile?"heaskedsocheesy."

You'reinsane"Isaidgiggling."Becarefulit's

contagious"hesaidsmiling.It'salmost5:00let's

justgostraighttothephycologist.Wedidjustthat.

.

Twomonthslater
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Amanda'sPOV

.

Iwasinthemidstofmyfinallyexaminations.The

universitywasgoingtoclosewithintwoweekstime.

Thingswerehecticforme.Ihaven'tbeenspending

timewithMichaellatelyandit'snotlikehe

complained.Hewasabusymantoo.Itwasafriday

andhewastakingmesomewhere,asurpriseof

somesort.Ifitwasuptome,wewouldjuststayin

doors,catchamovieorsomething.Iwasreallytired,

Iwasnotthekindofgirltoworkstrenuouslybut

universitywasshowingmeflameandthelastthingI

wantedtodowasdisappointmyparentsinanyway.I

glancedatmymirrorimageonelasttime,Ilooked

good.Iwaswearingashortlittlereddressandblack

kneelengthblackleatherboots,whichwere5inch

heels.Iputablackovercoat,whichwasbelowmy

knees.Tiedmyherintoaneatstraightupponytail.

Athrewalittlebitshadeofmakeup.Icheckedmy

thingsonemoretimeinmybag,everythingwas

there.Heblewupmyphonetellingmethathewas

outsidecampus.Ilockedupmyroomthentookthe



elevatordown,Icheckedoutandwalkedtohiscar.

HewasdrivinghiswhiteBMWX4.Iopenedthedoor

andgotinside."Hi"Isaidafterclosingthedoor."Hi"

hesaidlookingsotense."Sowherearewegoing?"I

askedtryingtoeasethetensionbetweenus."It'sa

surprise"hesaiddrivingoff."Comeon,tellme"I

saidputtingmyarmaroundshoulder."No,Iintend

tokeepitasurprise"hesaidsmilingabit."You're

suchabore"Isaidrollingmyeyes.Hedrovefor

aboutanyhour,we'dtalkthereandthere.Heparked

infrontofthisbigmansioninthesurbubs.Herang

thegatebell."Whoisit?''amalevoiceaskedonthe

speaker."It'sMike"hesaidandthenthegate

openedupforhim."Who'shouseisthis"Iaskedas

hedrovein."Patience"hesaidparkingthecar

Infrontofthegarage.Hewalkedoutandopenedthe

doorforme.Igotoutandheclosedthedoor.He

tookmyhandintohis,"come"hesaid.Iwas

suddenlyfeelingnervous.Wewalkedtothemain

door,heknockedandthedooropenedup.Isawan

elderlywomanandman,aboyandgirlofmyage

standingInfrontofus"dad,mom"hesaidattacking

hisparentsIfiguredwithahug.'heavensswallow



mealready'myinnerselfscreamedhelplessly."

Son..."Hisfathersaidlookingoverjoyed."Myson"

hismomsaidsmiling."BrotherMike"thegirlsaid

attackinghimwithahug."Guys"hesaidhugging

bothoftheteenagers.Iwasjuststandingtherelike

afool,forcingasmile.Mycheeksstartingtonotlike

thestrenuousexercise."Mom,dadthisisAmanda.

Mygirlfriend"hesaidputtinghisarmaroundmy

shoulders."Hi"Isaidwavingweirdly."Hi,comein

guys.Dinnerisserved,Iwanttoknowwhatweowe

togetsuchapleasantsurprise"hismothersaid.We

walkedtothedinnertable.Michaelpulledoutachair

forme,Isatdownandhedidto.

.

"HowoldareyouAmandadear.Youlooklikethe

twin'sage.Theyhavejustturned17"himother

asked.TobehonestIdidn'tlikeherquestionatall.It

waslikeshewassayingIlookedtoyoungtobewith

herson."I'm18yearsold,Iturned18onJanuary"i

saidaswewereeating."DidyouknowthatMikeis

28yearsold,whatdoesthatmakeyou.Tenyears

you—..."Maplease,IloveAmandaandshelovesme.



Shemakesmehappy"Mikesaidmorelikebegged."

Josh,didIsaysomethingwrong"sheaskedher

husband.Actingsodramaticallyhurt."Graceplease,

let'sjusthaveourdinnerinpeace.Oursonhas

finallycomehomeaftersomanyyears"hisdadsaid.

"BrotherMike,I'vebeenmeaningtocallyou.Ineed

newsneakers"omarionsaid.Hewasthetwinboy.

OmarionandOntario,strangenames."Ithadtobe

that,isn'tit."Michaelsaidchuckling.

"Thefoodtastesgood"Isaid."Thanks,Iprepared

thestew"Ontariosaidbubbly."Doyougoto

university"omarionasked."Yes"Iaskedshortly."

Whatdoyoustudy"Ontarioaskedlookingsoexcited.

"I'mdoingmyfirstyearinphysiotherapy"Isaidafter

sippingonmyjuice."Great,I'vechosenthesame

carriertoo.Imustgetyournumber.Wecantalk

moreaboutthis"Omarionsaidsolemnly."Surewhy

not"Isaidsmiling."Ontario,thedishes"gracesaid

signallingforOntariotocollectthedishes.Sincewe

weredoneeating.Hewassuchabitterwoman,

makemecringeabit."I'llhelp"Isaidstandingup,

wecollectedthedishesandwenttothekitchen."



Wouldyouhelpmewiththedessert"sheasked

lookingsojumpy."Ithoughtweweregoingtowash

thedishes"Isaidconfused."No,dessertfirst.Mom

likesthingsinacertainway"shesaidgettingthe

burnttcakefromtherefrigerator.Shecutitinto

equalpieces.Tookouttheforksandsideplates

fromtheshelves."I'llcarrythose"Isaid...15

minuteslaterweweredone.OntarioandIwere

washingthedishes.WhenIheardnoisesfromthe

sittingroom."I'llgoandcheck"Isaidwipingmy

hands."That'snotsuchagoodidea"shesaid

followingme."Why"Iaskedwalkingoutofthe

kitchen.—"isshethereasonwhyyouhaven'tbeen

cominghome,huh"Graceasked,shouting."Mother,

please.Youknowthereasonwhy"Michaelsaid

sighingheavily."Grace,what'swrongwithyou"Josh

askedfrustrated."What'swrongwithme?,Ihaven't

seenmysonforthepast3yearsandyou'reasking

mewhat'swrongwithme"sheshouted."Is

everythingOK?"Iaskingwalk

.

[6/3,14:51]Lynne:Continuing



Walkingintothesittingroom,"whatdoesitlooks

liketoyou"shesnappedatme."Motherthat's

enoughOK,Amandagetyourbag.We'releaving"

Michaelshouted.Hewasfurious,afteralongtime

ofkeepingquietandcalmhefinallybursted."We're

leaving?"Iaskedfrowning."Yes,we'releaving"he

saidfirmly."Michael,pleasedon'tgomyson.You

justgothere.Pleasesleepover."Hisfatherbegged.

Hewasthehumbleonewhileshewasthebitter

gourd."Father,you'llhavetoforgivemebutIcannot

staywhereI'mnotneeded.Ifshecannotgetalong

withmygirlfriendthenIamcompelledtoleave"he

saidsighingheavily."Mike,canItalktoyouaside

foraminute?"Iasked."Yeahsure,followme"he

saidwalkingupstairs.Ifollowedhim,gracewas

sittingonthecouchfuming.Heleadmeintosome

room."Whatisit?"Heaskedturningaroundtoface

mewhileIclosedthedoor."Look,Idon'tknowwhat

theissueisbetweenyouandyourfamilyorrather

yourmother.Whateveritisitdoesn'tconcernme.

Andshoutingatherlikethatisnotcool,she'sstill

yourmother.Anywaysyoubroughtmeheretomeet

withyourfamily,yourfatherjustaskedustosleep



over.Iheardthatyouhaven'tbeenherefor3yearsI

getyourmother'sfrustration.Anyparentwouldbe

devastatedbythis.Whateverdifferencethereis

betweenthetwoofyou,justtryandfindawaytofix

it.Forthesakeofourrelationship.Anywayswe're

goingtosleepover"Isaidwithoutquestioninghim."

Areyoudone,canItalknow?"Heaskedfoldinghis

armsaroundhischest."Yes"Isaidfirmly."Youdo

notknowwhattranspiredwithinthisfamily,it'snot

somethingthatcanbefixedwithjustasnapofa

finger.It'snotthateyes,youdonotknowthereason

whyIstayedaway.It'sclearlythatmotherdoesnot

wantyouaroundherenordoesshewantyouinmy

life.SowhyshouldIstay.We'releaving"hesaid

walkingtowardsthedoor.IstoodInfrontofthedoor

knob."We'renotgoinganywhereMichael,we'renot.

Yourmotherlovesyou,she'snotthatbad.Isawthe

waysheembracedyou.Justtalkthingsout"Isaid

blockinghisway."Amandagetoutofmyway,Isaid

we'releavingandmywordisfinal."Hesnapped.

Wellifyou'releavingthensuityourselfbutI'mnot

goinganywhere"Isaidwalkingtowardsthebedand

sittingdown."You'rekiddingright?"Heasked



shakinghisheadunbelievingly."We'releaving

Amandaandmywordisfinal"hesaidfirmly."What

areyougoingtodo,dragmedownstairs"Iasked

frowning."Tryme,I'mgoingtothecar.Iwanttosee

therewithintwominutes"hesaidthenleft,thelook

onhisfacewasdaring.Ifeltlikesayingfuckyou.

LikethestubbornwomaniwasIsetstillandstarted

countingdownfrom120—0.TenminuteslaterIwas

sittingtherebutstillnosignofMicheal.Couldhe

haveleftwithoutme?,Athoughtcrossedmymind.I

walkeddownstairs,Icouldhearvoicesofpeople

gigglingasIwaswalking.IfoundMichaelandhis

littlebrotherandsisterplayingavideogame."

What'sgoingoninhere"Iaskedsittingonthecouch.

"Amanda,thankyouforconvincingthisonetosleep

over"Ontariosaidgiggling."Noproblem"Isaid

slowly.

.

"Whatchangedyourmind?"Iaskedaswewere

gettingundercoversinhisroom.Iwaswearinghis

shirtandhewassleepinginhisboxers."Ipumped

intomydadasIwaswalkingdownstairsandwe



talked.Goodnight"hesaidswitchingoffhisside

lampandturninghisbacktofaceme."AndhereI

wasthinkingiwastheheroinetothemidchapter"I

saidsnugglinguptohisback,myarmunderhis.

Headontopofhis."Don'tyouthinkweshouldtry

thisbedout"Isaidgettingmyhandunderhisboxers.

"Amanda,Iamtired.CanIpleasegetsomesleep"

hesaidsoundingsoirritatedormaybeitwasjustmy

misconception."Ohhk,suityourselfthen"Isaid

turningaround.Wesleptbacktobackthatnight.

Worstfirstnightatmyin-lawshouse.

.

Cora'sPOV

"Thisoneshoulddo,youlikeit"Iaskedshowing

Lorenzoabook.Hejustsmiledatme,salivadrooling

offhismouth."Yeah,youloveit.Finally.Let'sseeif

it'smouthwateringasyousayitis"Isaidplayfully.

Lorenzowasinhisbabychamber.Ihadfinallygot

aninteriordesignertogetitdesigned.Ithasahulk

themetouch."Okaylet'sbeginreading...Therewas

onceaspiderwhocaughtafly.'Iamgoingtoeat

you'shesaid.'makeyourlastwish'



-'myfavouritedish'saidthefly.

-'isapplepiewithaglassofcider'

-'yourwishshallbegranted'saidthespider.

-thespiderfetchedtheapples,bakedthepie,and

pressedthecider

-'thankyouverymuch,missspider'ssaidthefly,'for

thisgoodciderandapple

-'you'rewelcome'saidthespider,eatallofthepie

andleavenoneofthecider.

-'noflyhasevertastedsuchdeliciouspie'saidthe

fly.

-wouldyoulikealitt—..."whatareyouguysdoing

here?"Joaquinaskedwalkinginside."Shhh..I'm

readingabedtimestorytoLore"Isaid."He's

alreadysleeping"hewhisperedsmiling.Ilookedat

Lorenzo,damnhewaslonggone..."Hedidn'teven

givemeawarning,slychild.Littledevilsrascal"I

saidstandingupandputtingthebookinoneofhis

booksshelves.Ihadpurchasedalotofbooks,itwas

moreofaminilibraryintheroom."That'smychild



you'reinsulting"hesaidwarningly."Likefatherlike

son"Isaidyawning.Iwasreallytired,liketiredtired.

Theexaminationsgotmeworkinglikeaslave.And

withmycareerfielditwasonlygoingtogetworse,

oneofthethingsIneededtodiscusswithJoaquin.

Thefouryearresidencyrequirementwhichwasto

beginthefollowingyear."Stoptalkingnonsenseand

let'sgotobed"hesaid."Gentlemenfirst"Isaid

smiling.Hejustwalkeduptomeandcarriedmeinto

hisarms."Icanwalkyouknow"Isaidsmiling."You

looklikesomeonewhojustgotdischargedfromthe

hospital,youmightfaint"hesaid."Isitthatbad"I

askedsnugglinguptohisneck."Youlookhorrible"

hesaid."Ouch!Ithoughtboyfriendsweresupposed

toboostourself-esteemnotlowerit"Isaidsulking."

You'relucky,yougotthehonestone"hesaidputting

meonbed."Ineedtogoandpee"Isaidgettingoff

bed.Icamebackandthemainlightswereswitched

off.Ithrewmyselfonbedandsighedinrelief."Iwill

getoutofthisbedaround15:00pm,don'twakeme

up''Isaidfaintly."You'resleepingwithyourgown

on?''heasked."Goodnightbabywami"Isaidslowly.

"Ithoughtweweregoingtohatalktonight,sincewe



cantobedatthesametime.Ihardlyseeyouoneof

thesedays."Hesaid,soundingsodisappointed."

We'lltalktomorrow,I'mtootiredplease''Isaid."

Okay"that'sallhesaid.Idozedoff.Itwastruewe

hadn'tbeentalkingthatmuchoneofthosedays,I

couldn'trememberthelasttimewegotintimate.

.

"Petunia!,Petunia!"IcalledLorenzo'snanny.She

wasthenewnanny.Youngandliterate."For

heaven'ssakethebabyiscrying"Ishoutedwalking

toLorenzo'sroom.Iwaswokenupbyhiscries,it

wasaround10:00am.Alonzowasnotaround.I

pickedhimupalongwithhisformulaandthenwent

downstairs."Petunia!"Icalledout,shecamerushing

tothekitchen,"sorryCoraIwasdoinghislaundry"

shesaid."It'sOKjustwashhisbottleandmakea

freshone.Hemightbehungry,I'llgoandbathhim"I

saidangrybutcalm.Iwalkedbackupstairswithhim.

Ipouredwarmwaterintohisbathingbasin.He

wouldn'tstopcrying,whathavewegothere.Iasked

charginghisdiaper."Ohh,Iseewhyyouwouldn't

stopcry."Isaidcleaninghimup.Igothimclean



clothesandtowelsalongwithnewdiaperandlotion,

babypowderfromhiscloset,IWashedhimand

dressedhimupthroughhistears."Shhh,it'sokay

now.StopcryingI'mhere.Let'sgoandgetyour

formula"Isaidwalkingwithhimdownstairs.He

formulawasonthekitchencounter.Itookitand

wenttofeedhiminthesittingroom.30minutes

laterhewasrejectingit.''Ialsoneedtotakeabath,

let'sgotoauntPetunia"Isaidstandingupwithhim

I'mmyarms.IfoundPetuniainthekitchenboiling

Lore'seatingutensils."Canyoutakehim,Ineedto

goandtakeabath"Isaid."Comehereboyboy"she

saidextendinghisarms,Igavehimtoherbuthe

washoldingontomygown."BabyLoremomCora

hastotakeabathnow,gotoauntPetunia"Isaid

tryingtogethislittlehandloose.Hesuddenlycried

extendinghisarmstowardsme."No,no,no.I'llsee

youlater"Isaidwalkingoutofthekitchen.Hewas

cryingloudly.AnywaysItookashower,moisturized

mybodyanddressedup.Itookmyphoneand

walkeddownstairs.IfoundPetuniawatching

televisionwithLorenzoinherarms."Givehimtome,

Ileftamessinhisroom.Ifyoucouldkindlyclearit



upplease"Isaidsittingdown."Sure"shesaidgiving

methebaby.Itookhimandwenttothekitchen.Put

himonhisbabyhighchair.Istartedpreparing

breakfastformyselfandPetunia,itwasmoreofa

brunchbecauseitwas12pm.Myphonejustrang.I

answeredandputitonloudspeaker."Twinsister"I

saidspreadbutteronbread."Guesswhat?"Shesaid

soundingexcited."What?..don'ttellmeyou're

pregnant"Isaid."What?,No.Nosilly"shesaid

soundingsoshocked."Heproposed?"Iasked."

Argh!.you'recreepingmeout...anywaysMiketook

metomeethisfamilylastnight"shesaidscreaming.

"Okay,I'vegotgoodnewsforyoutoo"Isaidslowly."

What'sthegoodnews?"Sheasked."Thegoodnews

isthatmyphoneisonthetablecounterrightnow,

whichmeansthatmyeardrumisn'tdamagedby

yourloudscreaming"Isaidsarcastically."Mxm,

fuckyou"shesaid."Mindyourlanguage,I'vegota

babylikehere"Isaid."Let'smeettomorrow,Imiss

you''shesaid."YouknowSundayareforGod"Isaid.

"Comeon,youcanskiponeserviceforasisterto

sistergettogether"shesaidmorelikepleaded."No,

wewilldothatduringtheholidaysbesides.I'vegota



testonWednesdayIhavetorevise"Isaid."Fine,I'll

juststayherealonesadwithacontainerofice-

creamwatchingmoviesfrom1970s"shesaid."It's

notworkingMandy"Isaidlaughing."Whateverbye"

shesaid,"wait''Isaidfastly."What"sheasked."Ate

theygoodpeople?,Hisparents.Howarethey"I

asked."Themotherisbitter,fatheriscalm,

daughterisbubbly,sonisokay"shesaid."What

happened''Iaskedcuriously.Sheexplained

everythingtome."Whoa,didhetellyouwhat

happened"Iaskedeyespoppedout."No,Ibelieve

hewill.Wheneverhe'sreadyto"shesaidcasually."

Congratulationsonyourin-laws"Isaidlaughing."

Thisisscary,we'veonlybeendatingfor4months,

nextthinghe'dwantmetointroducehimtomy

parents.I'mscared"shesaid."There'snothingtobe

scaredof,relax.Thismeansthathe'sseriousabout

you.Nogames,you'rehisendgame"Isaidsmiling

asifshecouldseeme."Don'tjinxitCora''shesaid

giggling."Goodbye,someofusarebusy"Isaid

laughing."Bye"shesaidthenhungedup.Ifinished

upmakingbreakfastandserveditintotwoplates."

Petunia,Imadeyoubreakfast"Icalledout..



.

"So,howisit?"IaskedAlonzoashetookinthefirst

spoonofhisfood.Iprepareddinner.Wewereeating

aroundthediningtable.Itwas8pm.

.Actually,GoogleandPetuniahelpedmepreparemy

firstdinnerdishes.Itwasjustsimplegrilledfull

chicken,friedriceandafewsalads."It's...notbad,

it'sgoodactuallyconsideringthatit'syourfirsttime"

hesaidafterchewingdown.Wefinishedupeating,

PetuniaandIWashedthedisheswhileAlonzowent

upstairs.Lorenzowassleepinginhisroom.Baby

intercomhelpedPetuniatohearwhenhewascrying

atnight."GoodnightP"Isaidwalkingmyroom"

GoodnightCora"shesaidwalkingtohisroom.The

showerwaterwasrunningasIwalkedin,Iwalkedin

tothebathroom,tookoffmyclothesandjoinedhim

intheshower.Hewasfacingtheotherside.I

wrappedmyarmsaroundhischest."Howwasyour

day"Iaskedleaningonhisback."Great,theprofit

figuresarelookinggoodinallthebusinesses.How

wasyourday"heaskedpullingmetostandInfront

ofhim."Wonderful...Ispentenoughtimewith



Lorenzo."Isaidwashingmybodywithasponge.He

waslookingdownatmetheintiretime."What?"I

asked."It'samazinghowyoutakesuchgoodcare

ofLorenzowitheveryopportunityyouget,you

alwaysmanagetomaketimeforhimeventhough

you'reoccupiedwithyourschoolwork."Hesaid,

therewasanewfacialexpressiononhisfirst.Ihad

neverseenthatbefore."LastmonthwhenIwas

theretoseeEnzo.IfoundNinawastedonthecouch,

therewassmokeallovertheapartment.Thebaby

wascryingontheotherroom"hesaid,hisvoice

carriedalotofemotions."Whydidn'tyoutellme

this,whyareyoutellingmenow"Iaskedkindaangry,

whodoesthatwithababyaround."Ididn'twantto

stressyou...youwereinthemiddleofyour

examinations....anywaysItookhimtoKevin'splace.

Siwe'sbabynannytookgoodcareofhimforalmost

aweekwhileIwassearchingforagoodnanny."He

said."Buthehadthatelderlywomanforananny"I

saidconfused."Shewasitrunningsomeerrandsfor

Nina"hesaid."Idon'tthinkNinaevenlovesLorenzo.

She's—..."Don'tsaythat,everywomanlovestheir

kids.Shedoes,deepdowninsideshedoes"Isaid



cuttinghimoff."That'snotentirelytrue,notevery

womanisgood.Mymomleftme,youalwaystryto

findgoodnessineveryone.Somepeoplearejustnot

that..."Hesaidsoundingsopissed."OK,Igetthat...

let'sjustforgetabouttheoutsideworld.Forget

aboutallourproblemsandenjoythiswarmwater

together"Isaidputtingmyindexfingeronhiswet

lips.Hesqueezedmybutt."Ifyousayso''hesaid

kissingme.

.

10dayslater

"itwillbejustaminorsurgery,youcanrelax"Dr

DavisassuredmeasIwaslayingonthetheaterbed

readyforthelaparoscopysurgerytobedoneonme.

Theyhadinjectedmewithsedatives,Salvatorewas

waitingformeoutside.Itwasthelastholidaysof

theyear.Theuniversityclosed4daysagoand

SalvatoresawitfeetthatIundergothesurgery

ASAP.WehadplannedtogotoCaliforniawithintwo

week'stime,thewholecrewwasgoingincludinghis

siblings.Butbeforethathesaidhewantedtotake

mesomewheretomeetsomepeopleIsuddenlyfell



asleep...Iwokeupinanotherwardroomlateron,

Salvatorewasbymyside.Holdingmyhand."Hi,

you'reawake"hesaidsoundingsorelieved."For

howlonghaveIbeenout"Iasked."4hours,Ithink"

hesaidglancingathiswristwatch."Andyou've

beensittingheretheentiretime?"Iasked."Pretty

much,yes"hesaid."Howareyoufeeling"heasked.

"Good,surprisinglygood.IthoughtI'dwakeupin

excruciatingpain"Isaid."I'mstarving"Isaidsighing.

"Letmegoandgetyousomethingtoeatfromthe

cafeteria"hesaidstandingup.Hecamebackwitha

fullgrilledchicken,greensaladandorangejuice."

There'snothingdeliciousinthere.It'shospitalfood

leftrightandcentre"hesaidsittingdown."Whatdid

thedoctorsay,whenAmIgettingdischargedfrom

here"Iaskedeating."You'llbedischargedtomorrow,

that'sifthesurgicalscarisclottingjustfine"hesaid.

"Weshouldmakeababyassoonasthescarsheal.

Whatdoyousay?"Iaskedsmiling."Doyouknow

howlongI'vebeenwaitingforyoutosaythat"he

said."Hey,I'mjustkidding"Isaidlaughing.That's

whenIfeltthesurgicalscar."Iknow"hesaid

laughingalong.



.

"Youhaveaprivatejet?"Iaskedaswewereatthe

airport."It'smydad's,Ihaveayatchthough"hesaid.

Wetookthestaircasesinside."Andyou'reonly

tellingmethisnow?"Iaskedfrowning."It's

insignificant,that'swhyIhaven'ttoldyouaboutit"he

saidbucklingmeuponthecomfortablecouch.It

hadbeentwodaysinceIgotdischargedfromthe

hospital."Wherearewegoingexactly,what'sthejet

for.Ithoughtyousaidweweremeetingsome

peoplewithinthecountry.Whoaretheyanyways?"I

askedallatonce."Geez,youasksomany

questions"hesaidbucklingup."We'retakinga

planebecauseIwanttogetbackintime.Ihave

closingfunctionsIneedtoattendwithintwodays."

Heanswered."Wouldyoucareforsome

champagnesir"theairhostessasked."Yes,also

bringabottleofjuice"hesaidtakingtheglassof

champagne.Iwasabouttotakeonewhenhesaid"

Cora,yourstitches...bringaglassofjuiceforher"..."

ButJoaquin—"nobuts"hesaidfirmly.Socontrolling.

30minuteslatertheplanetookoff.Itlandedtothe



lastplaceIwantedtobe.Durbaninternational

airport."Whatarewedoinghere?''Iaskedalerted.

Hewasparkingourbagsintothebootofablack

MercedesBenzCLClass."Relax,come"hesaid

beforeclosingthebootandopeningthedoorforme.

"Iaskedyouaquestion"Isaidfirmly.Something

aboutthewholetripdidn'tsitwellwithme."Itold

youalready,don'tyoutrustme?''heaskedgettingin

andclosingthedoor."Itrustyou"Isaidshortly,

tryingtocalmdown."Ibookedusintoahotel,we

willmeetthemtomorrowmorning"hesaiddriving

off.

.

Thenextday,wewerehavingbreakfastafterbathing.

"Whenareyourfriendscoming,Ihaveabadfeeling

aboutthis.Somethingisup,Ifeellikeyou'rehiding

somethingfromme"Isaidfeelinganxious."They'll

beherewithinafewminutes"hesaidlookinghis

wristwatch."Tellthemtomakeitquick,Idon'twant

tobehere.Iwantto—andthetherewasaknockon

thedoor."Thatshouldbethem"hesaidwalking

towardsthedoor.Heopenedup,"comein"hesaid.I



wasbusyindulginginmybreakfastwhenIhearda

familiarvoicecallingmyname."Cora,mychild"she

said.Myaunt.ShewasfollowedtheConnieand

Charles."Cora,you'realive?''theysaid.Iwasjust

standingthereInafixedposition.Andthenmyworst

nightmarewalkedin.Morelikewheeledin."Whatis

hedoinghere!"Iexclaimedinshock."Ikilledthat

man,what'sgoingonhere"Iaskedpointingathim

withmymiddlefinger,whichwasshakingbytheway.

Myheartwasracinginfear,tearscascadingdown

myface."Hedidn'tdie"Salvatoresaidwalking

towardsme.Icouldn'thearwhathewassayingbutI

justdidn'tfathomhow,howwasitpossible."No,no,

no.Thisisjustanightmare.It'sabaddream"Isaid

repeatedlywhileclosingmyears

.

Uneditedbigtime

[6/3,14:51]Lynne:Page47

"Cora,stopitOK.Thisisreal,theyarehere"

Salvatoresnappedatme.That'swhenIremovedmy

handsfrommyears."Theyarehere?,Theyfound



me?''Iaskedslowlymyeyesdartingfromauntyto

ConnieandfromConnietoCharles.Excepthim,I

wasstillscaredofhim.Irealizedthatthetherapy

sessionsdidn'terasethefearthatIhad,"yes,they're

herebaby.Sitdown"Salvatoresaidpullingmedown,

itwaslikeihadjustgotadmittedtoamentalasylum.

Iwassoconfusedandscaredandfuriousatthe

sametime."Coramybaby"shesaidwalking

towardsme.Sheembracedme,"getawayfromme,

don'tyoudaretouchme"Ishoutedpushingheraway

fromme.Mysenseswereintact,realityhitmehard.

Thatwasnotimetocrybuttostrengthenupand

facethetruthInfrontofme."Don't,don'ttouchme"I

saidsteppingawayfromher,myindexfinger

pointingoutather."Justtakeyourevilhusbandand

leave"Isnappedonceagain."I'msorry,please

forgivememychild"shebeggedcrying.Iwalkedto

myfather,whowasprettymuchavegetable."Why

areyouhere,whyareyouhere''Iaskedgrabbinghim

bytheshirthewaswearing.Iaskedshakinghim

roughly,hisheadwastiltedtotherightshoulder,

salivadroolingoffhismouth.Islappedthehellout

ofhim,answermedammit...WhatsindidIcommit



againstyouforyoutohurtmesomuch.Whydidyou

hatemesomuch"Iaskedshakinghimroughly,what

hurtsthemostwasthefactthathewasn't

answeringmyquestions.Hewasjuststaringatme,

tearstartedtofallfromhisrighteye."Youcanalso

cry?"Iaskedlaughinglikeamadwoman."Youcan

alsocry?,huh.Doyourememberthattimewhenyou

firstmolestedme.Iwasconfused,scared,Icried

beggedyoutostop.Ibeggedandpleadedforyour

mercybutyoudidn'tstop.Youkeptonenjoying

yourselfonme,yourowndaughter"Ishouted

laughingandcrying,itwassuchatwistedsituation."

Youdidn'tstopfather,insteadyouspitonmyface.

Whatdidyousayagain,ohyeahIrememberyou

saidsomethinglike"youwhore,youshouldhave

diedinsteadofmywife.Youkilledmywife,you

uselessbitch".Mytearsdidn'tstopyou,insteadthey

keptyoucominginformore,you'dsneakintomy

roomwitheverychanceyougot."Ishouted,found

myselfslappinghimagain."I'm,Imsorry"Iheard

himsayfaintly."Itcantalk,themonstercantalk

people"Isaidturningaroundtofacethem.Auntwas

sittingdowncrying,herchildrenconsolingher.



Salvatorewasjuststandingtherewatchinglikea

spectatorwatchingasport'sgame."Themonster

cantalk,howmarvelous.Whatdidyousay,you're

sorry?"Iaskedloudly."You'resorry,isyourstupid

sorrygoingtorestoretheeternaldamageyou've

caused,isitgoingtoerasethepainandsorrowthat

Iwentthroughforthelastpast16years.Doyou

knowthebrokenwomanthatyoucrafted,the

unsecuredscaredwomenyoumoldedwithyourown

twohands...Doyourememberthatthat,whenwasit

again?.OhhIremember.The10nthtimeyouwere

rapingme,Isaidsorry.Iapologizedformother's

deathbutthatdidn'tseemtomakeyoustop.You

enjoyedeverypainandsufferingofmine,somedays

I'dstumbleandfallandyou'dlaughwithsomuchjoy.

DoyourememberthewhippingyougavemewhenI

failedmy9thgrade.Iendedupinhospital,fromthat

dayonImadeapromisetomyselfnevereverto

fail."Isaidcryinginpain.

.

"Andyethereyouare,apologisinglikewhatyoudid

tomewasminorinjury.Likeyou'reapologisingfor



slappingmeorsomething.Youruinedmefather,

youruinedmylife.DoyouknowwhatI'vegone

through,Ibecameafuckingprostitute.Butthatwas

betterthanbeingmolestedbymyownfather.Your

sorrycanneverrepairthescarsandinjuriesyou

caused"Icriedthencrumbleddown.Icouldn't

breath,myheartwasfailingme.ifeltsodizzyand

nauseous.Salvatorecametomyrescuewithaglass

ofwater.Hehelpedmedrinkup.Icalmeddownabit,

hecarriedmetothecouchandputmethere.Iheld

ontohistshirt,Iwantedhimtoholdmeintohis

arms.EventhoughIwasathimforsettingmeup

withthem.Hecouldhavewarnedmeaboutit,but

he'sSalvatore.Healwaysdoeswhathethinksis

right,withorwithoutmyconsent.Hesetdownand

puthisarmsaroundme,tearscouldn'tstop

streamingdownmyface,therewerenosobsbut

onlytears.Auntandmysiblingssetontheopposite

couch.

"I'msorryZee,I'msorry.Ididn'tknowthathe,he

wasdoingsuchadespicablethingtoyou.IswearI

didn'tknow,pleaseforgiveme"shesaidwipingaway



hertears."Youweresupposedtoknow,youwere

supposedtobemymother.Youjustwerenever

there,itwasalwaysworkworkwork.Butit'sfine,I

wasneveryourissuetotakecareof.Youdon'tneed

toapologize,youdidnothingwrong"Isaidsnuggled

uptoSalvatorewhokeptonmovinghishandupand

downonmyshoulder."I'msorry,pleasedon'tsay

that.YouknowIloveyoulikemychild,you'remy

child.Pleaseforgivemeandcomebackhome,we

missyou"shepleadedcryingonceagain.Connie

wascryingsilently.Ikeptquietforalongtime,"I'm

sorrybutIcannotcomebacktothatpitofhell.It

neverfeltlikehome.Yestherearesomegood

memoriesaboutitbutIwasneverfullyhappythere."

Isaidaftertakingadeepbreath."Pleasevisitus,

justonce,Imissyou"Charlessaid.ThetwinsandI

wereforeversoclose."Ican't,Ican'tatleastnot

now"Isaidshakingmyheadno.Isatupstraight,"I

thoughtyouhaddiedbutIneverstoppedlookingfor

you.Ikeptonwritingtothepapers.Thehouseisso

dullwithoutyou,youalwayskeptthesmile.Tothink

thatyoukeptonlaughingwhileyouweregoing

throughsomuchpain...Whydidn'tyoutellme,just



onceCora.Iwouldhavedonesomethingto..."Aunt

Saidthencried."Whatwouldyouhavedone,when

youcouldn'tgethimarrestedforabusingyounow

andthenwhatcouldyouhavedone.Hewasapolice

officer,hehadagun.Heusedittothreatenme,he

wouldhavekilledmeormaybekilledisall.EvenifI

didtellyou,wouldyouhavebelievedme.Heismy

father,noonewouldhavebelievedme.Iwouldhave

beenpaintedasinsaneinstead"Isaidangrily."I

readtheletterthatyouleftonthewardrobe.Ifound

himlayingonthefloorofyourroom,onapoolof

blood."Shesaid."It'sagoodthingthatthedevilis

stillalive,Ialsowanttowatchhimsuffer.Iwanthim

towatchmysuccess."Isaidwithsomuch

vengeanceInmyheart.Istoodupandwalkedtohim.

"Whatdidyousay,thatI'llneverbeadoctor?Iguess

Ishouldbethankfulforallthemiserlyyouputme

through.Youthoughtyouwerepinningmedownbut

youwereunknowinglyraisingmeup.I'mthankfulfor

thewomanyoucraftedmetobe,guesswhat.She's

notscaredtofaceanythingthatcomesherway,life

hashithersohardthatfearkeptitdistance...Iwant

togetoutofherebeforeIstranglehimtodeath."I



saidgoingtogetmybags."I'mI'msorry"Iheard

himsay."I'dneverforgiveyou,youbarstard.Afterall

thatyouputmethrough,youthoughtyou'djust

comehereandapologiesandthat'djustit.Howeasy

foryou"Isnapped."SalvatoreIwanttogetoutof

here"Isaidwalkingtowardsthedoor."Coraplease

don'tgo,it'sbeenalongtimesincewelastsawyou

please"auntiebegged."IamsorrybutIcan'tstayin

thesameroomwithhim"isaidopeningthedoor."

Giveusyourcontactsatleast"sheasked."Why

don'tyouunderstand,why?.Iwantnothingtodo

withyou.Iwantnothingtodowithmypast.Justgo

backtoyourlivesandI'lldothesame.Please"I

pleadedhandsputtogetherinaprayingmanner."

MrSalvatorepleasetalktoher"sheasked."Atthis

pointthere'snothingIcando,sorry.Itried,it'sallup

tohernow"hesaidapproachingthedoor.

.

4hourslaterwewerebackathome,Ipulledmy

suitcasetotheclosetandunpackedtheclean

clothes.Itookthedirtyonestothelaundryroom,

therewereotherstheretoo.Ididmylaundry.Iwas



angryatmyself,myfamilybutmostlyatSalvatore.

Hehadnorighttodothat.Ididmylaundrywithout

mostanger,Idriedthemupandironedthem.I

neededtodosomethingtochannelmyangerat

something,Ihadn'tsaidathingtohimsinceweleft

thathotelroom.3hourslaterIwasdone,Ifolded

themupperfectlyandcarriedthemtoourroom.I

foundSalvatoresittingonbed,Ipassedhimbyand

wenttothecloset,Ipackedmyclothesintheir

rightfulplacesandhangedtheonesthatneededto

behanged."Canwetalk?''heaskedasIgotoutof

thecloset.Iwalkedpasthimtowardsthedoorbut

herushedtherefirstandclosedit,hethenlocked

mein.Ijuststoodthereexpressionless.Ihadno

energytoarguewithhim,infactIhadnothingtosay

tohim."Canyousitdown”hesaidpushingme

towardsthebed.Hepushedmedownwhenwe

reachedthebed.HekneeleddownInfrontofme,"

I'msorryIdidn'tletyouknowaboutwhoexactlywe

weregoingtomeet,it'sjustIknewthatyouwere

goingtorefuseifItoldyoudirectly.Isawhowyou

missedyoursiblings.Everytimeyou'dlookingat

theirphotoswithsadness,Inoticed.Ijustwanted



youtogetcloserandgetridoftheangerinside,

maybeforgiveyourparentsandstartafresh.Iwant

youtobehappy,that'sall.Ithoughtthatthiswould

bethebestsolutionbutapparentlyit'snot.I'msorry

youhadtofindoutlikethat,yourauntandIhave

beenincontactwitheachother.Ioncewenttomeet

upwithherandIamsorryIlied"heconfessed."Are

youdone,canIgooutnow?''Iaskedlookingintohis

eyes.

[6/3,14:51]Lynne:Continuing

"Wow...Iwasjusttryingtohelp.Wehavetoresolve

thisissue.Iapologizedalready,whatdoyouwant

fromme"heasked."Tryingtohelp?,Whoaskedyou

to,Iwasdoingjustfine,whogaveyoutherightto

digintomypast.Youhaveyourownissuesdealwith

thoseandopenthedamndoorformeiwanttoget

out"Isnappedangrily."You'renotgoinganywhere

untilwefixthis,I'mnotgoingtoopenthatdooruntil

youforgiveme"hesaid."Wouldyoulikemeto

forgiveyoubecauseIfeellikeitortoforgiveyou

becauseIcan'tstandbeinglockedupinthesame

roomwasdeceiverlikeyou"Iaskedlookingathim,



hejuststaredatme."Areyougoingtoopenupthe

doorformeorwhat?"IaskedbutheremainedStill.I

walkedtothebathroomandtookashower,gotout

andworemyPJsandthengotundercovers.Hewas

stillsittinginthesameposition,Ipulledthecovers

upandcoveredmyhead.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

SoIwassuddenlythedeceiver,10minuteslaterI

stoodupandwenttothebathroomtotakeaquick

shower,Ihadamissiontoattendto.Iworemyblack

leatherjacket,sneakersandgloves,blackpantsand

shirt.Ithenexitedtheroom,Itookmeanhourorso

toreachthewarehouse.EverybodywastherewhenI

gotthen,"let'sgetgoing"Mbuthosaidtossingme

thecarkeys.Igotinthedriverssideandhegotin

theother,Iclosedthedoorandstartedtheengine."

AmIthatlate"Iaskeddrivingoff."Therehasbeena

changeofplansthetransportationtruckismoving

outwithinthenexthour"hesaid,Ipressedthe

acceleratorpedalharder."Butit'sstillthesame

truckright?"Iasked."Positiveonthat,telescope



doublecheckedonthat"hesaid."Thiscouldbea

trap"Isaid."Shouldweabortthemission"heasked.

"No,it'stoolatenow"Isaidaswewerejoiningthe

highway.Weweregoingtohijackajewellery

retrenchingcompany.Thetimewas9:15.

.

Cora'sPOV

Iwokeuparound12am,itwasnotlikeIhadenough

sleeptobeginwith.Salvatorewasnotbymyside,I

checkedthebathroomandandclosetbuthewas

notthere.Icheckedtheguestrooms,Iliterally

checkedalltheroomsinthehousebuthewasno

wheretobefound.Iendedupwatchingtelevision

justtomaketimepassby,stillnosignofhim.I

wentbacktothebedroom,triedtocallhimupbut

hisphonewasunreachable.JustwhenIwasgiving

up,hewalkedinwearingblackclothes.Hewas

carryingaguninhishand.Thatwasmyfirsttime

seeinghimlikethat."Wherewereyou?"Iasked

walkingtowardshim."DoyouknowhowworriedI

was,Itriedcallingyoubut—.''Iwasbusytalkingand

hewastakinghisclothesoff."I'mtalkingtoyou"I



said."Idon'thavetimeforthis,I'mreallytired.Ijust

wanttogotosleepplease"hesaidfoldinghis

clothesandputtingthemonthedressingtable,he

wasleftinhisboxers."Ohh,OKfine.It'snotlikeI

careanyways"Isaidwalkingawaybuthegrabbed

mebymyarmandpulledmetohisbody."Youdon't

care?"Heaskedgazingintomyeyes.Myeyes

dartedbetweenhiseyesandhishandonmyarm."I

don'tcare,whyshouldI?"Iasked."WhatifIdied

there,isthatagoodenoughreasonforyoutocare"

heasked.Iswallowedupthehardlumpinmythroat.

"Isthatenoughtomakeyoucare,answermydamn

question"hesaidgrabbingmyarmroughly."You're

hurtingme,letgoofmyarm"Isaidwincinginpain."

Answermydamnquestion"hesaidsocoldly,itsent

chillsdownmyspine.ThelasttimeIsawhimlike

thatwasafewmonthsago,whenweweren'tdating.

WhenIchasedhimawayfrommyapartment."Stop

it,you'rehurtingme"Icriedoutloud.Thatseemedto

gethimbacktohissenses.Heletgoofmyarmand

walkedtobed.Myarmwasbruisedwherehehad

heldmetightly.Heswitchedoffthemainlightsand

hissidelampandthenwenttosleep.Itookmy



phoneandwenttosleepintheguestroom,Icried

myselftosleep.

.

Iwokeupwiththefeelingthatsomeonewasstaring

atme,IopenedupmyeyesandfoundSalvatore

staringdownatme.Hewascarryingatrayinhis

arms,lookedfreshandclean."Goodmorning"he

saidseriously.Igotoutofbedandwenttothe

bathroomtowashmymouthandface.Icameback

andtookmyphoneunderthepillow."Good

morning"Isaidleavinghimrightthere.Iwalkedto

thekitchentomakemyselfsomethingtoeat,Iwas

starvingtodeath."Cora?''hecalledoutmynameI

justkeptquietandgotmyselfmilkfromthe

refrigerator."Cora...—"what?,Whatdoyoufucking

want.Youwanttobruisemyarmonceagain,hereit

is.Takeit"Ishoutedangrily.Hewalkeduptomeand

heldmyfacefrombothsides."I'msorryforlast

night,I'msorry.Ididn'tmeantohurtyou,Icouldn't

controlmyself.AndIamsorryforthemeeting"he

said,Ilookedintohiseyes.Tryingtoreadthe

emotions,hewassorry."It'slikeyouwrongedme



knowingthefactthatI'dforgiveyouifyou

apologise."That'sallIsaid."Can'tyouforgiveme,

justthisonce''heaskedholdingoneofmyhands

intohis."Whenmyheartagrees,whenthetimeis

right.Excuseme"Isaidmovingawayfromhim."

Couldyouatleasthavebreakfast"hesaid."I'llmake

myselfbreakfast,thanksanyways"Isaidmaking

myselfweetbix.Hesighed,"OK"hesaid.

.

Ishoweredanddressedupinmyjeans,bootsand

whiteshirtandanovercoat.Itwasquitecoldoutside.

Itwasquitecoldoutside.HewassittingInfrontof

thetelevision,watchingsportswhenIgotdown

stairs."Iamgoingtothemall,I'llaskRobinsonto

driveme"Isaidwalkingtowardsthedoor."WaitI'll

takeyouthere"hesaidstandingupswiftly."Aren't

youwatchingagame?"Iaskedturningonmyheels.

"Iwas,Ialsoneedtogetafewthingsthere...Let's

go"hesaid."Sure"Isaidfrowning.Anywayswe

reachedthemallanhourand30minuteslater.''I'll

callyouwhenIgettothecar"Isaidglancingatmy

wristwatch."Sure"hesaidandwewentour



separateway.Ineededtogetaninjectionatthe

pharmacy,afterthatIwenttobuymyselfafew

thingsIneeded."2hourslaterIwasdone".Iwent

backtothecarandluckilyIfoundhimthere

speakingonthephone.Iputmystuffontheback

seat.Andthegotinthefrontseat,"yeahsure,I'll

seeyouyoulater"hesaidthenhungedup."You

done?"HeaskedshortlyInodded.Hedroveoffto

thehouse.3hourslaterIwaschillingontheterrace

talkingwithAmandaonthephone.''canyoubelieve

thenerve?"Iaskedlaughing."Sohewaslike'Iknow

youhavesomeoneinyourlife.I'mnotwillingto

disturbthateitherbut—andthenSalvatorehadto

entercarryingatrayonceagain."LookMandyIhave

togo"Isaidthenhungup."Couldyouaccompany

metotheclosingfunctiontonight"heaskedputting

anbowlofpasteInfrontofme.Hethensetdown

andputtheotherInfrontofhim."yeahsure,atwhat

timeisit?''Iaskedeatingup."Withinthenextfour

hourstocome"hesaid."Iprobablyshouldgoand

pickoutanoutfittowear"Isaid."Nositdown,I

boughtyousomething"hesaid.Isetdownandwe

atetogetherinsilence."Salvatore,whathappened



lastnight"iasked.Helookedatmeconfusedbuthis

brainclicked."ItwasatraplikeIhadsuspected,we

barelyescapeallthankstoMikebeingadetective.

Healwayscarrieshisradio,youreallydon'twantto

hearthedetails.Weareallfine"hesaid.

.

Iwaswearingaredlongdress,openedonthewaist.

[6/3,14:52]Lynne:Page48

Cora'sPOV

AsIwassayingIwaswearingareddress,withcircle

openingsonthewaist,kneelengthwithathighhigh

slit,red6inchheelstilettos.Makeuponflick,cherry

redlipstick.Iascendeddownthestaircases,

Salvatorewaswaitingformedownstairs."You

look...hot"hesaidaftercheckingmeout,thatwas

new'hot'.I'veheardbeautiful,gorgeous,stunning,

sexy,gotusedto'pretty'butneverhot.''Thankyou,

youdon'tlookbadyourself"Isaidwithoutasmile.

Hiscomplimentsalwaysmanagedtomeltmyheart

buttherewasstillthatpartofmethatwasjustnot

thereyet.



"Shallwe"hrsaidtakingmyhandintohis.The

limousinewasalreadywaitingforusonthefront

door,Robinsonopenedthedoorforus.Wegotin

andhedroveoff,AlonzowasstaringatmelikeIwas

somepieceofmeat."Canyoustopalready''Isaid

afteralongtimeofpatience."What?"Heasked

smiling.Damnthatsmile,Isaiddamnthatsmile."

Stopstaringatme"Isaidfeelingalittlebitshy."I

can'thelpit,areyousurethatyou'restillangry?"He

askedmovingclosertome."Whatareyoudoing"I

askedsighing."Can'tyoujustforgetabout

everything,fortonight.Wecandothistomorrow,you

canwakeupangrywithmetomorrow.I'lltakethat,

it'sallowed"hesaidkissingmyshoulders."Canwe

notdothis,whateveryou'redoingit'snotgoingto

work"Isaidlookingup."Areyousure?"Heasked

puttinghishandaroundmesothathecouldtouch

mybarewaist.Iswiftlymovedaway."Don't!"Isaid

warninglypointingmyindexfingerathim."What?"

Heaskedactingallinnocentonme."Sparemethe

innocentface,Iknowwhatyou'reup.Trustmethe

make-upsex-ishisnotgoingtoworkonme.What

youdidisMajor.Istillcan'tbelievethatyou'dsneak



behindmybackandcontactmyfamily,lettingme

firstwouldn'thavecostathing.Youlied,Ihatelies.

Worstliers"IsaidalittlebitlouderthanIintendedto.

Thattopicgotmyemotionsallwreckedup."Once

againIamsorry,butwebothknowthatnotkeeping

youinthedarkwasgoingtomakethemission

impossible.Youwouldhaverefusedtomeetupwith

them,likeyouleftwithyourauntbegging.It's

probablynotmyplacetosaythisbutIthinkwhile

burningthedevilyou'realsomakingsomeinnocent

soulscatchfire"hesaid,Ikeptonrevivingthewords

untiltheystick.Hehadapointthere,butwasI

wrong?.ThoseinnocentsoulsweretherewhenI

wasburninginthepitsofhellmaybeialsowanted

themtofeeltheheatjustonce."I'mreallyconfused

here...whatwereyousayingaboutthemake-upsex-

ishthing"heaskedafteralongtime.Mybrain

clicked,"youknowwhatImeant"Isaidfaintly

smiling."NoIdon't"hesaidchuckling."Yesyoudo"

Isaid."NoIdon't''heprotested."Yesyoudo"Isaid.

"OKmaybeIdobutIwanttohearitfromyou"he

saidshiftingclosertome."Ohh"Isaid."Tellme"he

saidholdingmywaistonceagain.Thatgotme



confusedwhetherIwasorwasn'tangrywithhim."

No,Idon'twantto"Isaidlookingaway."Youwill"he

saidmassagingmywaist,"stopdoingthat''Isaid

mybreathinghitched,worstpartwasthatIhadn't

hadhisgiantcucumberinsidemeforweeksnow.

Histouchwastorture,butGodisaGodofmiraclesI

wassavedbythestoppingofthecar.Destination

reached,thedriveropenedthedoorforus."I'mnot

donewithyou"hesaidasIwasgettingout,that

plantedasmileonmyface.

.

Thepartywasbusinessrelatedsoyoucanimagine

howboringitwas,formeatleast.Theysaidtheir

closingspeech,appreciatedthosewhoneededtobe

appreciatedlikebestemployeesoftheyear.There

wasmusictoo,forwhitesifImustspecify.Ifyou've

everwatchedoneofthoseofficemoviesfrom

1970s-1990syouprobablyhaveaclueofwhatIam

talkingabout.Iwasjustwonderingaroundthe

receptionwithaglassofwinethatIhadn'tdareto

sipon.BecauseifIdid,thenightwouldhaveended

earlyforSalvatore.Iwasbadwithalcohol,stillam."



CanIhavethisdance"heaskedmeoutofnowhere.

"I'llhavetopass"Isaidignoringhimonpurpose,I

keptonwalkingaroundAndthenIfelthishandson

mywaist."Whatthefuck"Ihissedturningaround."

Don'tdothat,youjustdon'tdothat."Isaidwarningly.

"Whatoptionshaveigot?,Comeanddancewithme

beforeIdragyoutothedancefloor"hesaid."Hold

this"Isaidgivinghimtheglassofwine."Let'sdance

then,smartmouth"Isaidscornfully."Haveyoubeen

drinking?"Heaskedputtingtheglassonthetrayofa

waitresswhowasjustpassingby."Nowhy"Iasked

frowning."You'reactingstrangeonme"hesaid

followingmetothedancefloor."Hello,it'scalled

anger,anger.Imstillangryatyou.InfactIam

furious"Isaidrollingmyeyes."Ithoughtweagreed

onthepointthatyou'dbeangryatmetomorrow,but

fortonightwe'djustbegoodlovers"hesaidwitha

naughtysmirkonhisface."Hahaha,howhilarious"I

saidsarcastically,hejustchuckledsoftly.Heputhis

onehandonmywaist,heldontomyhandwiththe

other.WhileIputmyotheronhisshoulder."You'd

excusemeifIhappentosteponyourtoes,Iamnot

familiarwiththiskindofmusic"Isaidlookinginto



hiseyes."You'rekidding,right?"Heasked."Read

myface,whatdoesitsay"Iaskedseriously.Hejust

shookhisheadindisbelief."You'rejust...Toomuch,

whyareyougivingmesuchahardtime"hesaid

throughgrittedteeth."Ifyoureallywantedtodance

withme,youcouldhavejusttakenmetoaclubor

something.Eventhehousewouldhavebebetter.

Notthisoldagehome"Isaidfakingasmile."I

thoughtyouwereinsanebutIwaswrongyou're

totallymentalunstable"hesaidandjustthenI

stabbedonhistoes."Ouch!"Hesaidalittlebit

louderthathecaughtsomepeople'sattention."Ohh

mybad,sorryhoney"Isaidsmilingwidely."What

wasthatfor?"Heaskedfrowning."Forcallingme

crazy"Isaideyespoppedout."Let'sgetoutofhere"

hesaidallofasudden."Finally''Isaidsighing.

Wellwewalkedtothecarsidebyside,"you

paralysedmecora,mytoesarenumb"hesaid."

Stopwhininglikeababy"Isaidchuckling.He

openedthedoorforme,Igotinhethenwenttothe

driverssidecamebackafewsecondslater.

.



"Ithoughtweweregoinghome"Isaiduponseeing

thecartakingadifferentroutefromwhichwecame

by."Wearegoinghome,butIwanttocheckout

somethingfirst"hesaid."OhhOK"Isaidthenlayed

onmybackonthecouch,heelsonthecouch,knees

up.IwascheckingmyTwitters.hewasloosening

hightieandunbuttoningthefirstthreebuttons.It

tookusthirtyminutestoreachclubParadisé."Wait

here,I'llbeback"hesaidtakingoffhisjacket.10

minuteslaterhewasnotbacksoIgotoutand

followedhim,"ticketplease"thebouncersaid."I'm

withSalvatore"Isaidlookinghimintheeyes."Miss

wecan'tletyouinwithoutaticket"hesaidpushing

meslightly"Jason,youreallydon'twanttodothis

withme,ifSalvatorefindsoutthatyoutouchedme.I

worryaboutwhatwillactuallyhappentoyou."Isaid

alittlebitirritated."Let'sdothis,I'lltakeyoutothe

boss,ifitsohappensthatyou'relyingthen..."He

saidwarninglybutIwasnotshaken.Wellhewalked

methroughthecrowdedclubtosomecorridorhe

thenopenedthedoor,IfoundSalvatorecounting

somecash."Sorryboss,isshewithyou"heasked.

Salvatorelookedatusforawhile,"youcango



Jason"hesaid."I'vebeenwaiting—..."Justlockthe

doorbehindyou"hesaidsoundingalittlebitcold,I

didasinstructedandthenwalkeduptohim."I've

beenwaitingforyouforsolong"Isaidsittingdown

onthecouch."Couldn'tyouhavewaitedalittlemore,

youcall10minuteslong?"Heasked."I'mallergicto

patience"Isaidstandingupandsittingonhisdesk.

Hewassoconcentratedoncountingthecash."Let

mehelpyou"Isaidtryingtopickupsomenotes,"

don't"hesaidslappingmyhand."Ouch!Whatwas

thatfor"Iaskedgettingoffthetable.Iwalkedover

totablejustbehindthedoor.Ithadabottleoficetea

coloredbooze,Ididn'tknow-whiskeymaybe?.

AnywaysIpouredmyselfaglass.Itookasip''shit"I

exclaimedspittingitoutquickly.Icaughthis

attention,"whatareyoudoing?"Heaskedwalking

towardsmesoangrily."Doyouknowhowexpensive

thiswhiskeyis"hesaidtakingtheglassfrommy

hand."Andwhydidyouhavetopoursomuch"he

snapped."Sorry,Iamsobored''Isaidsighing.He

juststaredatmeunbelievingly,"sochildish"hesaid.

"Isaidsorry,thatwasunnecessary''Isaidoffended.

"WhateverCora,ithinkit'sbestthatyougobackin



thecar"hesaidwalkingaway.Ifollowedhimand

heldhimfrombehind,"AmItroubleshootingyou

thatmuch''Iaskedrunningmyhandsonhischest."

Noyou'renot,you'reactuallyreallyreallyreally

troublingme,you'reatroublemaker""hesaidnotso

kidding."I'lltakethatasacompliment"Isaidsitting

onthedeskandcrossingmylegsover."Couldn't

youhaveaskedsomeoneelsetodothis,oraskfor

help.It'salotofmoney"Isaid.Buthedidn'tanswer.

.

15minuteslaterIwaslayingonmybackontopof

hisdesktalkingalonesincehewouldn'tanswerme.

"ThereItis,I'mdone,happynow?"Heaskedafter

finishingupwiththelaststack."I'mwaybeyondthat

point,I'mtired.IthinkIgoingonsleepinhere"Isaid

yawning.Hewasbusypackingthestakesinsidethe

safety."That'snotsuchabadidea,atleastI'llbe

freefromyourcrazytalks"hesaid."Okaygoodnight,

makesuretolockthedooronyourwayout,I'llcall

youifIneedanything"Isaidclosingmyeyes."Hey,

whatareyoudoing"Iaskedsittinguprightinstantly.

Hejustgotin-betweenmythighs."Don'tyouwantto



tryoutthistable"heaskedpushingmyupperbody

backdownandunveilingmythighs."Huh?"Iasked

kindapuzzled."Make-upsex-ish?''heaskedslowly

movinghishandsfrommythighstomybarewaist.''

inhere''Iaskedlookingaround."Whynot,Ithought

youwerewild"hesaidmovinghishandsincircular

motiononmywaist,thatwastorturetomyvalleyof

fire.Ididn'tsayanythingtothat.Hemovedmydress

uptomywaist,Itookitalloff.Iwasleftinmywhite

lacyundergarments.Hekeptonmassagingmy

mouldofvalleyoffireontoponmyunderwear.He

wasmovinghehandsallovermybody,hethen

slowlytookoffmyunderwear,separatedmylegs

morewidelyactuallymyheelswereontopofthe

tableeastandwest.Mindyouhewasfullyclothed

whileIwasinmybraonly.Hestartedtokissmy

innerthigh,thatwastantalising.JustwhenIthought

hewouldkissmethere,hecameuptomytummy,

teasedmyumbilicalcord.Hetookoffmybrawith

myhelpofcourse.Ilethimwarshipmybody,he

kissedmeonthelipsafterpullingmyassalittlebit

ontheedgeofthedesk.Henibbledmyupperlip,I

couldfeelhisbulgepokingmyvalleyoffire.Hewent



downkissingmyneckandthenmyalreadyhard

boobs,hekeptonsuckingonthemlikethey'd

producesomemilkorsomething,hetongueplaying

oncircularmotionaroundmynipplewhile

massagingmyotheronewithhisthumbs.He'd

slightlybitethemwithhisteethdrivemecrazy,he

kissedthegapbetweenmyboobsbeforegoing

downandkissingmywaist,hethewentdownwith

thewetkissed,kissedmymouldandthenfinallythe

entranceofmyvalleyoffire.Rubbingmysoftbud

withhisthumb,Iwasalreadywetforhim.Hesucked

mybudintohismouthhelditinforsometime

makingmybacktoarchinecstasy,mytoescurled

up.Iheldhisheadjustthe,hekeptonrevivingthe

sameactionuntilIhadanorgasm.Let'ssaveother

detailsforhoneymoon.

.

AweeklaterinCalifornia

[6/3,14:52]Lynne:Continuing

Cora'sPOV

WewereallinthesameaeroplanetoCalifornia,the



wholecrew.Weweresittingsidebyside.Mythird

timeinanaeroplane,Iwassittingnexttomy

Joaquin.Welleveryoneelsewassittingnexttotheir

personalpersons.Ithadbeen6hourssincewe

bordered.Iwaswatchingamovie,hadheadsetson

myears.WewereholdinghandszerowellSalvatore

wassleepingonmyshoulder.Icouldn'tnotfall

asleep,itwasaround00:00am.Iwasstillkindof

scaredoftheflight,therewaslightiningoutside

It'slikeyou'rescreaming,andnoonecanhear.

.

Amanda'spov

TogetgoingwithMichaelIhadtolietomyparents

andIinvolvedCorainit.Alltheyknewwasthatwe

weregoingtoDurbanSouthonvacation,weneeded

abreatherafterthosestressfulexaminations.That's

howIendedupintheaeroplanetoCalifornia,Icould

havedonethingsdifferently.Likeintroducinghimto

myparentsinthatwayiwouldn'thavetolie.Iwas

justscaredtheymightnotlikehimorevenaccept

him,Ireallydidn'tneedthatatthatstageofmylife.



Plusthingswithusweren'tsocertain,withthat

dramahismotherpulledIhadmydoubts.Another

thingwasthatIwasn'tsureifmyparentswould

evenapproveoftheirlittlegirldating,anolderpolice

manforthatmatter.OnethingIwassureaboutwas

thefactthatIlovedMichael,Istilldo.Heplanteda

smileonmyface,nevergavemeareasonto

complain.Ithadbeen5monthsofusdatingand

thingsweresailingsmoothly.Iwasleaningonhis

shoulder,wewerehavingaslightconversation.

Morningconversationswithyourpartnerarethe

best,theybringoutthespark

.

Cora'sPOV

Wearrivedaround6am,Iwasfeelingsodamn

sleepy.Hehadtowakemeupwhentheflightwas

landing.Twolimoswerealreadywaitingforus,we

gotinside.Limo1.Amanda,Michael,

sibusisiwe(siwe),Kevin,Siboniso,Siwelile(Siwe),

SalvatoreandI

Limo2.Mbutho,Priyanka,Rajesh,Divya,Tiaxiang



andEsihlethelonelypairs,Sandileandhiswifewhoi

wasseeingforthesecondtime.HernameisBuhle.I

alsorealizedwehadtwoSiwe'sinthecircleof

friends.ThekidswereleftatSalvatore'shouse

becauseitwasmuchbigger,eachkidcamewithit

nanny.Thesecuritywasincreased."Ishouldhave

justoptedforPJs,wearingthistightdresswasabig

mistakeofmylife"Isaidwhining,Isnuggledupto

Salvatore'sshoulder."Uyalunga"siwesaid.Ireally

wasn'tcomfortableinthatdress."Ineedalong

warmbath,mybodyissosore"Amandasaid,she

wassleepyasmuchasIwas."Isthereaspareroom

wherewe'regoing"Iasked."No,itwasevenhad

findingahousewhichcouldfitusall"Salvatoresaid.

"Ohh"Isaidyawning."WhydoyouaskCora,isthere

troubleinparadise"Michaelaskedgiggling."Why

wouldyousaythat,Iwasjustasking.Icouldusea

breakfrombeingpokedbyhisGC"Isaid."What's

that?"Amandaaskedcuriously."It'shisgian—..."

Don'teventhinkabout,Iswearyou'dsleepoutside

tonight.You'rebusycomplainingaboutthedressI

swearyou'dbecomplainingaboutthemosquitoes

lateron"Salvatoresaidfastlyandwarningly.I



couldn'thelpbutlaughuntilmytummyhurts."

You'remakinguslooklikemoronsnow,careto

sharethejoke?"Sibonisosaid."Babyw,shouldItell

themoryou'ddothehonors...''Hehesomebodyis

tastingmypatients,goaheadandyou'llfeelthe

tasteofmyhandtoday.Youmightaswellcallthe

ambulance"hesaidsolemnly."Mxmsomepeople

losttheirsenseofhumourintheairport"Isaid

sarcasticallyandrollingmyeyes.Wellthecar

parkingInfrontofthisenormouslysplendid,

Californiabeachhouse.Itwassohuge,Pamtreesall

around.Icouldhearthewaveshittingtheshorefrom

whereIwasstanding,thecoldseabreezehitmy

barearmsandlegsasIgotoutofthecar.Thesun

wasshiningsobrightly,summercolorsallaround.

Thehousewaspaintedinwhite,therooftopredin

colour."Wow"Icouldn'thelpbutexclaim."Icould

livehere"Iscreamedtwirlingaround."Hasshegone

crazy?,Someofushaveheadachesduetothe

plane"Divyaaskedcomingnearourcar."Youcan

saythatagain,I'vegonecrazy.I'vefalleninlovewith

thisplace"Isaidloudly."It'sfunnyhowIneverheard

thosewords,howluckyisCalifornia.Unluckyme"I



heardSalvatoresayashewasgettingourbagsfrom

theboot."Ineedtogoandtakeashowerandthen

explorethisbeauty"Isaid"myfriendisinlove

people"Amandasaidgigglingiwalkedinsidethe

house."Welcomema'am"Iheardtwovoicessayas

Iwalkedin."Ohh,whoareyou?"Iaskedconfused."

Thehousekeepers,wewillbeservingyouthrough

outthewholeweeks."Thewomansaid."OhhGod,

heavenonearth.AmIdeadyet."Iaskeddramatically

holdingmychest.Theyjustsmiled.Iwentupto

checkouttherooms.Moreliketochoosetheone

withtheperfectviewfirst."I'vefoundmyroom"I

screamedthrowingmyselfonbed.Whiteeverything,

withatouchofbabyblue.Atthebackofthehouse,

seaview.Icouldseetheseefromthebalcony.Huge

balconydoorbytheway.Thesunlightgracedthe

houseperfectly.Icheckedthebathroom,jacuzzi?.

Hugebathroomalmostallwhite.Must'vebeenthe

mainbedroom.Ileftmypurandphoneonthebed

andwalkeddownstairs."Ineedtotakeabathasin

now"IsaidretrievingmysuitcasefromSalvatore

whojustshookhisheadandsmiled.Theladieswere

ascendingupthestaircaseswiththeirbagstheboys



havingagoodconversationoutside,mybagwas

heavyasfuck.Iwashuffingandpuffingmythetime

Ireachedthelaststep."Don'teventhinkaboutit"I

saiduponseeingdevyankastandingotherdoorway

oftheroomI'vechoosen."You'resocunning,this

roomisthebiggest."Shesaid."Wellthosearethe

sweetfruitsofmyhardwork"Isaidwalkinginside."

Workinghard?"Sheasked."Duh,Iranlikeacrazy

chicken.Whatdidyousayagain,crazy?."Isaid

spitefully."You'reyou'resoargh..."Shesaidthen

walkedawaydramaqueen.Imighthaveactedlikea

headlesschickenbutmybodystillsaiditneededto

rest.IfoundmyselfcrawlingtobedjustlikethatI

dozedoff.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

Weallwentourseparateroomsaftertalkingoutside,

IfoundCorahuggingawhitepillow.Heasswas

almostshowing,thatdressdidnojusticetomy

assets.Icoveredherupwithashawl,herlipswere

pouted.Hereyeballskeptonmovingundertheeyes

lidsduetothesunthatwashittingherskin.Iclosed



theblindfolds,shewasoncrazyhellifawoman.And

hermouthohhermouthhadnofilteratall.Who

wouldhavethoughtthatAlonzoJoaquinSalvatore

wouldfalldeeplyinlovewithsuchaninsanegirl.

She'squitetheoppositeofawomanihadinmind

formyself.ThetypeofwomithoughtIwantedand

needed,theidealwomanweallcreateinourminds.

ShehadajustafewspotsofwhatIwould've

describedasanidealwomanformyselfafew

monthsagoifIwasasked.OrshouldIsay1yearand

6monthsago,yeahthatwashowmuchtimewe've

spenttogether.Shewaswild,lively,insanely

talkativeandfriendlyandcrazysometimesOKmost

ofthetimes.Butshewasalsodowntoearthif

neededbe,shewasloving,generousandmostlyhad

anamazingheartI'veeverseen.Yessometimes

she'dannoythehelloutofme,drivemecrazy,nag

me.ButsgewasthebestIcouldhaveaskedfor,just

perfect.Thewordperfectdidn'texisttomeuntilI

mether.Itookoffmyshoesandfellasleepnextto

her,theloveofmylife.



Youalmostfeelashamed

Thatsomeonecouldbethatimportant

Thatwithoutthem,youfeellikenothing

Noonewilleverunderstandhowmuchithurts

Youfeelhopeless;likenothingcansaveyou

Andwhenit'sover,andit'sgone

Youalmostwishthatyoucouldhaveallthatbad

stuffback

Sothatyoucouldhavethegood

Yellowdiamondsinthelight

Nowwe’restandingsidebyside

Asyourshadowcrossesmine

Whatittakestocomealive

It’sthewayI’mfeelingIjustcan’tdeny

ButI’vegottaletitgo

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace



Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Shinealightthroughanopendoor

LoveandlifeIwilldivide

Turnaway'causeIneedyoumore

Feeltheheartbeatinmymind

It’sthewayI’mfeelingIjustcan’tdeny

ButI’vegottaletitgo

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Yellowdiamondsinthelight

Nowwe’restandingsidebyside

Asyourshadowcrossesmine(mine,mine,mine)

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace



Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace

Wefoundloveinahopelessplace
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Cora'sPOV(unedited)

Iwokeuparound13:30intheafternoon,Salvatore

wasnotaround.Itookashower,wipedand

moisturisedmybody.Iworemywhiteshort

jumpsuitandpantiesonly.Ididn'tbothertofixmy

hairorapplymakeup,Ithentookmycellphone.I

waswalkingdownstairswhenIheardthevoicesof

thegirlsinthesittingroom."Imeanwhodoesshe

thinksheis,justbecauseshe'sdatingSalvatorethat

doesn'tmean—...IheardDivyasay"Excuseme,are

youbyanychancetalkingaboutme"Iasked

walkingtowardsthem."It'snotwhatyouthinkCora,

Divaherewasjustsaying—esihlesaidbutwascut

shortbyDivya."Hello,I'mstillaliveIcantalkfor

myself...it'sgoodthatyoucame.Ididn'tlikewhat

youdid,thecararrangementsandtheroom.You're



actingsoclevererandsly.Yougettochoosethe

biggestroomandyougettodecidewhorideswith

whom.Whothehellareyoutodecideforus,you

mightbedatingSalvatorebutourhusbandsalso

paidforthistrip"shesaidwalkingtowardsme,Iwas

stillprocessingthebomb."Thecarriding

arrangements?"Iaskedfrowning."Yesweknow,we

heard.Littleprincess,yougottodecidethepeople

yourodewith—..."Stopitrightthere,Ididn'treally

chosethepeopleIwaswithinthecar,itwasjusta

WhatsAppconversationthathappeneddaysago,we

cajoleaboutthewholething.Wegotintothesame

carbecauseweclickandwe'reallyoungnotthat

youguysareol—"holditrighttheregirlie,youngand

whatnot.Whydidn'tyousendSalvatoretoridewith

usifthatwasthecase,ifthecasewastheproblem.

Justbecauseyou'redatingSalvatorethatdoesn't

meanthatwehavetosuckuptoyourslydeeds,it

doesn'tmeanthatwehavetoprai—..."Youknow

whatI'msorry,I'msorryforoffendingyouma'am.

Andthebedroom,youcanhaveit.EvenifSalvatore

andIweretosleeponthestreetswe'dstillbehappy

andweloveeachotherIdon'tknowwhymedating



himhastobeincludedinthisconversation.Suckup

tothat"Isaidangrily."Ohpoorchild"shesaid

giggling."YouthinkthatSalvatorelovesyou,he's

probablywaitingpatientlyforhisnextmealtopass

by,likeatiger.Andyou'veonlybeendatingforlike

what?,Fourfivemonths.Welltellyouwhat,I've

knownhimforyears,he'sprobablyusingyou.He's

showingyougoodlifeandyou'reactuallystartingto

believethatyou'reinlovegetoveryourillusion.He's

20yearsolderthanyouforcryingoutloud"shesaid

harshly."Youhaveseriousissuesma'am,lookat

youarguingwithasmallerchild.Lifelessold

hag...getalife,whateverissuesyouhavewithyour

husbandfixthemandstopharassingme.Iseewhat

you'retryingtodo,you'retryingtosteerdoubtsinmy

mind.It'snotworking,I'moverthatstagema'am.I

trustourlove,letmegiveyouafreeadvicejustget

laid.You'resexualstarving.Youlooklikeawrinkled

pussyandit'snotattractive"Isaidangrily.She

lookedatmeunbelievingly,everyonewasgagging

behindher.Iwasneverreadyforthethunderslap

thatIreceivednext.ButIgaveitbackwithan

interestof15%.That'swhentheladiesseparatedus,



butshewasjustunholdable.Shewastryingtohit

meagain."You'resopathetic,I'moutofhere".I

said,noticedAmandaonthestaircasesthenwalked

outofthehousetothebeach.

.

Narrated

.

"Howdareshe?,She'sgoingtopayforthis"Divya

saidhystericallycrying.shehadaboxoftissues

nexttoheronthecouch.Priyawastryingtocalm

herdown."I'mnotthekindofgirltosugarcoatalie

andbullshit.Shemightbemybrother'sgirlfriendand

thismayseemlikeI'mbeingbiasedbutimjust

goingtospeakanyways.whatyousaidwastoo

much,itwashorriblywrong.Betruetoyourself,if

youwalkedupstairsandsawthatspaciousroom

wouldn'tyouhavechosenit?.SorryforthisbutI'm

startingtothinkthatyou'rejealousofher,Ifeelthat

theissueiswaybeyondthesepettyissuesyou're

complainingabout.Whateverissuesyouhavewith

herjustfixthem.Ihatehostileenvironments."Esihle



saidhermindandthenleft."Ihatetoadmititbut

she'sright"Priyasaidsighing."Yeah"bothsiwes

agreednodding."She'sright?,Who'ssideareyouon.

Her'sormyside?.Ithoughtwewerefriends,I

thoughtyouweremyfriends?"Sheaskedeyes

poppedoutindisbelief."I'mnottakinganybody's

side,I'mjustsimplysidingwiththetruth,what's

right"siweksaid."LookDivababe,we'reyour

friends.That'swhywe'rehere,tocorrectyouwhen

yougowrong.Trytofindawaytofixthingsbetween

youandCora.That'sall"Priyasaid."Ifyouaresiding

withherthenit'sfine,youcanallgotohell"Divya

saidthenstormedupstairs."Giveusthedirections

tohellbabesormaybeacarwithaGPS"Buhlesaid.

"Really,idon'thavetimetonurseoldwoman's

feelings,Ileftmydramakidsathomeforcryingout

loud"sheaddedtypingsomethingonherphone."I

thoughtyouwereamute"Priyasaidangrilywalking

upstairstoo."Really?"SiwesaskedInunisionand

thenlaughedoutloud.

.

Amanda'spov



.

WellIwaswokenupbythenoise,walkeddownstairs

inahurry.Andfoundthemostaspiringdramaofall

timetranspiringinthesitting.Divyawasinsultingmy

girlfriend,Iwasabouttoinvadewhencoratalked

back.Heavenscanalsotestify,Iwassoproudofher.

Myinsideswerelikegogogogogogirlfriendgo

girlfriend.Andthenthethunderslapandthenthe

doublethunderslap.AnywaysIwalkedbackupstairs

whenshewalkedoutthebackdoor.Mytummywas

growlingandbarkinguplikeamaddog.Iwashellish

starving,Itookaquickshowerthenworemylong

bluedress.Wentdownstairs,therewasnomore

drama."GuysWhat'sfordinner.I'mstarving"Isaid

holdingmytummy."Actuallythequestionshouldbe

like'what'sforbrunch'justsaying"buhlesaid

tappingonherphone.Shewasalwaysonherphone

thatone."Therenothingintherefrigerator,theboys

havegoneouttoshopforgroceries.They'vebeen

goneforyears"siwessaid."Howmanyyears"i

askedchuckling."Itfeelslikeathousandyears,I

mightbewrongthoughmaybeit'sjustahundred



years,maybeadecade"Buhlesaid."Youshould

considerbeingastandupcomedian,veryfunny"I

saidsarcastically."Michaelissodead,hetookme

outofmyporchcountryonlyforhimtostarvemeto

deathinthisforeigncountry.Speakofthedeviland

heshallappear.Theguyswalkedinwithalotsof

plasticbags,likereallyalot."MichaelSullivanI'm

starving"Isaidoutloud.Alltheguystiltedtheir

headsandlookedathim.Andthentheyburstedinto

laughter."I'vegotyouChinesefood"hesaid."

Really?"Mbuthoaskedandtheylaughedevenmore.

"Caretosharethejoke"Priyasaidwalking

downstairs."It'sjustthatwedidn'treallyconsider

buyingyouanythingfast,ifitwasn'tforchef

Salvatorehere.You'dprobablybecookingwith

emptystomach'srightnow"Mbuthoexplained."

Wow,selfishmuch?"Iaskedunbelievingly."

Salvatorecouldwehaveatalk....inprivate?"Iasked

walkingtowardsthenearestroom.Hefollowedme

antthenclosedthedoor.

.

.



Cora'sPOV

.

I'dbeensittingonthebeachsandfortwohoursOK

maybethree.Herwordsrunningthroughmyhead,I

wasstaringintospace.Therewerenotsomany

peopleinthebeach,itwasprivatebeachIguessed.

Forthehousesonthebeachline.Mynostrilscashed

hisCologne,withoutevenlookingathimIknewit

washim.Hesatdownnexttome,foldedhislegs

likeIwas."Hey"hesaidtakingmyhandsintohis.I

nodded,"let'sgoinside,there'sfood.Youmustbe

hungry"hesaid."CanIbeleftaloneforawhile"I

askedlookinganywherebuthim."What'sgoingon?,

Amandatoldmethatyouanddevyankahadafight"

hesaid."Apersoncannotevengetherown

personalspacehere,whydon'tyougoandaskyour

sourceandleavemealone"Isaidwalkingawayfrom

him.Hefollowedmestill,"doyourememberthat

songwedancedtointheclub,yourfavouritesong.?"

Heaskedoutofnowhere"there'sasituationhere

andyou'rebusyaskingmeaboutuselesssongs"I

saidunbelievingly."Whatsituation?,Whenwe'renot



inthatstagetotalkaboutitthenthere'snosituation.

AnywaysI'vebeenlisteningtoitforawhilenowand

I'veevenwatchedthevideo.Caughtsomedance

moves,doyouwanttosee"heasked.Iwaslooking

intohiseyesfrowning."Unbelievable"Isaidshaking

myheadandcontinuedwithwalking.Heplayedit

anyways.Hewassingingalonganddancingtoitnot

sohardlythoughjustamoveofhisshouldersbutI

wasembarrassedbyeventhat."Salvatorestopit,

you'reembarrassingyourself,thisiscrazy"Isaid

thenwalkedawaybutheheldmyhandandpulled

mebacktohim."Comeonsingwithme"hesaid,

thesongwasonrepeat."Justgoawaypeopleare

watching"Isaidsighingheavily."Everybodyis

mindingtheirownbusiness,comeonJustonce"he

said."Justonceandyou'llleavemealoneafterthat,

deal?"Iasked."Dealsealed"hesaid.[ Him:I

heardaboutyou

Youheardaboutme?

Haha,yeah,Wal,haha

Me:causeIhadsomeissues



Him:Walhahabackatyah,badgirl

Me:isitbadthatInevermadelove

NoIneverdid...."Comeyoudanceabit"hesaid."

Thisiscrazy"Isaidshakingmyhead."Comeon"he

saidholdingbothmyhands.

Me:butIsureknowhowtofuckabit

I'llbeyourbadgirl,I'llproveittoyou

Him:badgirlsain'tnogood,andgoodgirlsain'tno

fun

Me:andthebadgirlswantreallynigga

Him:yeahcausereallyniggajustwant— ]

"Thisiscrazy"Isaidlaughingoutloud,Icouldn't

takeitanymore.Ilaugheduntilmytummyhurts,he

wasjustgiggling."What?,I'mtryingtoadapthere.

Youshouldsaluteaniggafortrying"hesaidso

blackish."Youshouldhaveseenyourself,it'sbad

reallybad"Isaidwipingoffmytears."Youshould

laughmoreitsuitsyou"hesaidlookingatme



seriously.Hethenwalkeduptomeandgavemea

peckonthelips,"areyoureadytotalknow"he

askedandItoldhimeverything."Amandatoldme

yousmackdownthepoorwoman"hesaid."She

startedit"Isaiddefensively."Let'sgobackinside"

hesaid."Piggyback?"Iasked."You'resocunning"

hesaidturninghisbackonmeIgotonit."I'vebeen

insultedenough,notYoutoo"Isaidchuckling.

.

Narrated

.

"CanIcomein"Tiaxiangaskedstandingoutside

Esihle'sdoor."Sure"shesaidafterlookingathim.

Shewaslyingonhertummyreadinganovel."What

areyoureading"heasked.Sheshowedhimthe

coverofthebook."Areyoualwayslikethis?"He

askedsittingdownonherbed."Likewhat"she

askedsittingupright."Souptightandserious?"He

askedshefrowned."Me?,Serious?.Really.Evenif

I'muptight,howisitanyofyourbusiness."She

askedburningup."ChillIwasjustjoking"hesaid



chuckling."WelltheproblemmightbethatIdon't

understandChinese,Idon'tspeakChinese.Close

thedooronyourwayout"shesaidseriouslypissed

off.

Hewalkedoutchuckling."Foryourinformation,I'm

KoreannotChinese."Hesaidcomingback."That's

sixandNinetome,socommon.Youshould

considergettingahaircut,youlooklikeawoman"

shesaidsarcastically."Ilikeyoualready"hesaid

smilingandwalkingout.

.

Meanwhile...

.

"Don't,don'tyoudaretouchme"Devyankashouted

atRajesh.

"Geez,what'swrongwithyou.Ithoughtwe'vebeen

throughthis.Iapologizedalready,whatelsedoyou

wantmetodo.Getwaterfromthemoon"heasked

angrily."Don'tshoutatme,don't.Youhavenoright,

youdestroyedourpeacefullives.Didn'tyouforonce

thinkofourchildren?"Sheaskedhystericallycrying.



"I'msorryD,I'msorry...itwasamistake,abig

mistake.I'lllivetoregret,I'msorry.Pleasedon'tcry"

hebeggedholdinghertightly"I'mmiserable

becauseofyourdoings,youshould'veheardthe

thingsIsaidtothatpoorgirl.I'mevenashamedto

faceher,howdoIevenbegintoaskforher

forgiveness...you'veturnedmeintothisenvious

womanI'veneverseen"shesaidcryingoutloud."

I'msorryD"that'sallhecouldcomeupwith.Weak

sorrieswhichcouldn'tundothemisdeeds.

.

Thevacationwillbemostlynarrated.commentmy

personalpeople

Thevacationwillbemostnarrated
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Cora'sPOV

.

Thingsarenotalwaysastheyseemtoappear,our

eyescansometimesdeceiveus.Asmileisnot



alwaysasignofhappinessandjoy,soarethetears.

Thehardshelldoesn'tmeantheinsidesareashard

asitis,Andsogoestheweakcover.Yesterday

Salvatoreandwentbacktothehouse,therewasno

signofdevyanka.InfactIdidn'tseeherthewhole

dayafterourfight.Wewenttosleepearly,we

decidedtostarthavingfunthenextday.Iopenedup

myeyesandfoundSalvatorestaringatme,"hey"I

saidsmiling."Goodmorningmyheartbeat"hesaid

removingthestrandsofhairfrommyface."Ineed

togotothebathroom"Isaidgettingoutofbed,I

brushedmyteethandwashedmyfaceandthen

camebacktobed."Ithoughtyouweregoingtotake

ashower"heasked,hehadalreadytakenabath."

Nah,Iwanttostayinbedthewholeday"Isaid

gettingundercovers.Theweatherwasjustperfect

forawalkoutside,itwaswarm."ShouldIgetyou

breakfast?"Heasked."Nonow...butthere'sone

thingyoucandoforme"Isaidsmiling."Whatmight

thatbe?''heaskedfrowning."Takeoffthosesleeper,

getundercoversandholdmetightly"Isaidwitha

lipsealedsmile."Thatsoundslikefun"hesaiddoing

justthat,"areyousureyoudon'twantmetotakeoff



myclothesalong"heaskedkiddingly,Ishookmy

headandsmiled.Hehadhisarmaroundme,Iwas

leaningonhiswarmchest,onehandbehindhim."

Youkeptontossingandturninglastnight,areyou

okay?"Heaskedsoundingsoworried."I'mfine,it

wasjustoneofthosebaddreamsabouthome.

What'sareyouguysplanningtodotoday?"Iasked

divertingthetopic."Weplannedongoingdownto

thebeach,playingsomevolleyballorwecouldjust

gotothetenniscourtsandthenhittheclubtonight"

hesaid."IthinkI'llhavetopass,Iwanttostayin

here.WithyouifthatwaspossiblebutIcan'thold

youback.Yougoandhavefun"Isaidsighingsoftly.

"What'swrong,areyoustillupsetaboutyesterday's

fight?''heaskedtiltingmyheadsothatIcanlook

intohiseyes."Idon'tknow,Ifeelnumb.There'sno

emotioninsideme.Idon'tknowhowtoexplainthis

butIdon'tfeelangry,sad,upsetnordoIfeelhappyor

excitedor—..."Igetit,ithappenssometimes.Ihave

anidea,howaboutweFaceTimeLoremaybethat

wouldcheeryouupabit"hesaid."He'snotLoreto

you,he'sEnzo.Youalwayscallhimthat,he'smy

Lore"Isaid."OK,let'scallLorenzothen"hesaid



avoidingtheargumentIwasabouttostart.Anyways

weFaceTimewithhimwiththehelpofthenanny,"

feelingbetternow?"Heaskedafterwehungup."A

bit,he'ssobignow"Isaid."It'sonlybeentwodays

sinceweleftandhe'ssuddenlybig,woman"hesaid

Shahishead."Areyouinanywayinsultmyfeminine

side"Iaskedlookinghimstraightintheeyes."What

wouldyouliketohaveforbreakfast"heasked,Ijust

chuckled."I'mnothungrybesidesthere'sacook.

Breakfastisprobablyready"isaid."Isitcrimeto

spoilmyprettywife?"Heasked."Wife?,Iseenoring

onit"Isaidflashingmyhand."Idon'tbelievethatto

besomebody'swifeyouneedtoaringonit"hesaid.

"WellIdo.Weliveintwodifferentplanets,our

opinionsaresodifferentfromeachother.Isaideast

andyousayWest"Isaidseriously."Whatmakes

yousaythat?"Heasked."YoulikeblackandIlike

whitecolor"Isaid."That'swhyyoulikewearingthat

whitelongdressofyours"hesaidchuckling."What?"

Iasked."Itlooksweirdonyou,itmakesyoulook...I

don'tknow,moremature?"Hesaidsmiling."I'lltake

thatasacompliment,eventhoughyou'remocking

me"Isaid."Bythewayblackandwhitecompliment



eachotherperfectly,oppositesattract"hesaid."

AndthenyougoaheadandsayIalwayshavean

answertoeverything"Isaidslowly."Andwho's

mockingwho"heasked."What'sthepasscodeto

unlockyourphone"Iaskedretrievinghisphonefrom

hishand."That'sanogoarea"hesaid."Why,ifI

remembercorrectlyyousaidyou'dshareeverything

withme."Isaid."Exceptmyphone'spasscode."He

saidseriously."Comeon"Isaid."No,youdon'tget

tohavemypasscode.Idon'thaveyours,sowhydo

youwantmine?"Heasked,itwasgettinghotinthere.

"Myphoneisalwaysaccessible,there'snopassing

codetoit.Youcancheckitout,comeongivemethe

passcode"Isaidsolemnly."Iamgoingtohave

breakfast,I'llbeback"hesaidgettingoutofbed."

Whereareyougoing,Iwantthepasscode"Isaid,he

walkedoutthedoor.Ilaughedmyassout,helooked

soflashedshame.

.

Ifellasleeptappingonmyphone,"girlfriend,Wake

up"IwaswokenupbytheloudAmanda.Isetupright,

rubbingmyeyes."Goahaveaquickshower,we're



goingtothebeach"Esihlesaid,theywereallinmy

roomexceptfordevyanka."Whatareyouguys

doinghere?"Iaskedfrowning."HurryupCora,we

don'thavethewholeday"Priyasaidpullingmy

coversaway.Iwaswearingwhitepantiesandavest.

"Guys,Idon'twanttogo"Isaidshakingmybodyin

annoyance."Wedidn'tcomeallthewayfromSA

onlyforyoutoturnintoabedpotato"siwessaid."If

Iremembercorrectlyit'sacouchpotato,notabed

potato.There'snothinglikethat,itdoesn'tapplyin

thissituation"Buhlesaidenteringtheroom.Tapping

intoherphone,Igiggledabitandthenwenttothe

bathroom."Damn,thatass.NowonderSalvatoreis

addictedtoyou"siwesexclaimed."Reallynow?"I

askedlookingbackandrollingmyeyes.Theyjust

laughed,anywayItookarecordbreakingshower.I

gotoutandwalkedtotheclosetwithatowel

wrappedaroundmybody.Imoisturizedmybody

andworebumshortsandavestandthemy

strappedsandals."I'mdone"Isaidgettingoutofthe

bathroom.Wewereallwearingshort,thedifference

wasintheshortnessanddesigns."Let'sgo"they

saidalmostinunision.Itookmyphoneandwewent



downstairs.Salvatoreandtheboyswerenotaround.

"Wherearetheguys"Iaskedfrowning."Onthe

beach,havesomethingtoeatandthenwecango"

Amandasaid."Ihaveabetteridea"Isaidwalkingin

thekitchen.

.

Whenwegottothebeachtheguyswerereally

playingvolleyball.IspreaddownthesmallshawlI

wascarryingandputthebasketofbreakfastIwas

onit.Thegirlshadjoinedtheguys.Isatdown,took

outmybreakfastandspreaditout.Ihadpacked

enoughjustIncasesomeonewantedsome.Istarted

eatingwhilewatchingthemplay.Theyweresonoise

andhavingfun."CanIsithere"Iheardherask.

Devyanka,Ilookedupather."Ijustwanttotalk"she

added,Inodded.Shesatdownandsighedheavily,

shelookedsowornoutandstressed."I'msorry"she

saidlookingatme."I'msorryforwhatIsaid

yesterday.Ididn'tmeanto...it'sjustthat—..."She

couldn'tfinish."Ishouldn'thavesaidthosethings,I

didn'tmeanto—..."I'vealreadyheardthat"Isaid

cuttingheroff.Iwasstillupset,"myhusband



cheatedonme..."Shesaidsoundingsobroken."We

weresohappy,foryearswelivedinpeaceful

harmony.That'snoteventheproblem,heinfected

mewithHIV...Andnow"shesaid,shecouldn'ttakeit

anymore.Isawtearsforminginhereyes.Shetried

toblowthemdryusingherhands."OhhDivya,I'm

sorry.I'msosorry.Youmustbedebated"Isaid

almostintearsmyself."TheworstpartisthatI'm

pregnant,mychildmighthavecaughtthedisease"

shesaid,Ipulledherinforahug."I'vecriedmyself

tosleep,IthinkIhatemyhusband.Ihatemy

husbandCora.''shesaidcrying."Don'tsaythat,you

don'tmeanthat.I'veseenyouguys,youguyslove

eachother.Don'tsaythat"Isaidcrying,that'sjust

howIwas,Ihadnoideahowtocomfortsomeone

withoutcryingmyself.Westayedinthesame

positionforawhile.Shepulledout,wipedoffher

tears,"hehasloweredmyself-esteem,wheredidI

lack.Iknowthatmycookingskillsaremiserablebut

Itried,Idideverythingright.Iborehimchildren,left

mycareersothatIcouldbeabetterwifeandagood

mothertoourchildren.Butstillthatwasn'tenough,

hewentoutandlookedforsomeonemuchyounger



thanme,fresherandmoresophisticatedand

glamorous."Shesaidwithsomuchbitternessand

resentmenttowardsherhusband."Tellme,doilook

thatbad,hasmyassfallendownthatmuch,what

aboutmybreasts—..."Stopitokay,stoplooking

downonyourself.You'reperfect,you'rebeautiful

andyoung.He'sstupidifhedoesn'tseethat.Stop

criticizingyourself.You'rejustfine"Isaidalittlebit

louderthanIintendedto.Iremindedmeoftheday

whenIaskedJoaquinifmypussywasn'ttight

enoughforhim.Weallsufferfrominsecuritiesbut

someareextreme."Ifeltsojealousofyou,theway

Salvatorelooksatyou.Thewayyou'resohappy,the

wayyou'resoinlove.Youngandlively,pretty.My

husbandhasn'tlookedatmelikethatforalmosta

yearnow.Wehardlygetintimate,Ican'tremember

thelasttimehetookmeoutonadate"shesaid

smilingsadly."SalvatoreandIain'tthatperfect,we

bothhaveourshareofsorrowsandproblems.Our

problemsareprobablybiggerthanyours,attheage

of19I'msomebody'sstepmother,heneverknewa

mother'slove,Idon'thaveafamily.There'salot

actuallybutwelookbeyondthatandfindareasonto



smileandlaugh.LifeisnotabedofrosesDivyabut

thatdoesn'tmeanwehavetobesad.I'msureyou

guyswillpassthroughthis,allshallbewellaslong

asyouhaveeachother'sbacks"Isaid."You'resuch

akindperson...afterallwhatI'vesaidtoyou,you're

givingmesuchanadvice,ashouldertocryon"she

saidgaggingunbelievingly.Ijustsmiled,"Ithought

youguyswerehappyinyourmarriage.Youseemed

sohappy"Isaidinaquestioningmanner."Itriedto

smileandforgive.Icaughthim3weeksago,wewent

foracheckup.WebothtestedpositiveforHIV.He

hasbeensleepingwithherforthewholeyears,he

hadthenervetocomebackfromwork,lookmein

theeyesandtellmehelovesme."Shesaidangrily."

Doesheknowthatyou'reexpecting?"Iasked

touchingherflattummy.Sheshookherheadno."I

thinkit'sbestthatyoutellhimandgoforacouple's

counseling"Isuggested."Idon'tthinkIwanttokeep

thisbaby"shesaidlookingdown."Ababyina

blessingfromGod,whoknowsitmightkeepyour

marriageintact.I'mnotgoingtotellyoutokeephim

orwhateverbutababyisablessingfromabove"I

saidsmiling."Ihavethreekidsalready"shesaid



chuckling."DamnI'dkilltohavesuchabigfamily"I

saidkiddingly."Howoldareyouagain"sheasked

hereyesdecreased."19"Isaidsmiling."Youdon't

sound19,youaresomaturetobe19"shesaid

seriously."19isoldenoughforsomekids,let'sjust

saycircumstancesforcedmetogrowupfast"Isaid

fakingasmile."There'sstillsomechildishness

behaviorinyouthough.Yourinsanitysaysitall"she

saidsmiling."Whydoeseverybodycallsmeinsane"

Iaskedgiggling."That'sbecauseyou're"shesaid

gigglingalong."Bytheway,Salvatoreis15years

olderthanmenot20"Isaid.Shejustlaughed,"Iam

sosorryfortheinsults,youguysareperfectforeach

other.TotellyouthetruthI'veneverseenhimthis

happy,evenwithhisexwife"shewhisperedthelast

part.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh."Whatareyouguys

laughingabout?"Herhusbandaskedwalking

towardsus."Woman'sstuff"Isaidsmiling."I'll

leaveyouguystotalk"Isaidstandingup.iwalked

towardstheotherswhowereplaying,"I'llbe

Rajesh'ssubstitute"Isaidjoiningtheguys."Hey

comebackhere,girlsoneside,boysoneside.We're

alreadyshort."Amandascreamedatme."Okay"I



saidwalkingtotheirside.Wewereplayingwhenall

ofasuddenSalvatorewalkeduptoourside."Dude

whatareyoudoing,we'regoingtolosehere"Mbutho

screamed."I'llloseher"hesaidwalkingtowardsme.

Hetookoffthewhiteshirtthathewaswearingand

tieditaroundmywaist."Whatareyoudoing?"I

askedfrowning."Yeah,youlookbetternow.Let's

play"hesaidthenwalkedtotheirside."Myguyis

coveringhisassets"mbuthosaidlaughing.Ijust

shookmyheadindisbeliefandwecontinuedplaying.

"I'moutguys,I'mtoooldforthis"Priyasaid,she

wasalittlebitchubbyso..."Comeonbaby"Mbutho

said."No,Ican'tbreath"shesaidholdingherchest."

I'mout"shesaidwalkingaway."Let'sCarryon"

Salvatoresaid."Wecan'tCarryon,it's5-6.Oneof

youmustgetout"Esihlesaid."I'mout"Tiaxiang

said."No,I'mout.I'mtoooldforthis"Sandilesaid."

Nobro,theChinamanwillgetout,hislonghair

mightgetruined"Esihlesaid."Whoa!"Siboniso

exclaimedandlaughed."Thelastpersonwho

happenedtotalkabouthishairlikethatissixfeet

underground"Kevinsaidsolemnly.Tiaxiang'sjaws

wereclenched."You'rekiddingright?"Esihleasked



chucklingbuttheguyswereserious."You'renot?,

Ohh.I'mgoingbacktothehouse"Esihlesaid

droppingtheball."Iguessthegameisover"Isaid

pickinguptheball."I'mgoingfortoswim"Siboniso

saidtakingoffhisshirtandtheyjoinedhimexcept

forSalvatoreandTiaxiangwhowalkedaway.

Salvatorewalkedtowardsme.

.

Narrated

.

Esihletookabathtogetridofthesoilinherbody.

Shegotoutoftheshowerandwrappedatowel

aroundherskinnybody.Shetookanothertoweland

usedittodryhershortcurlynaturalhair.Shewas

shockedtoseeTiaxiangstandinginthecentreof

herroom,"you?,Whatareyoudoinghere"sheasked

swallowingthelumpinherthroat.Hewalkedupto

her,it'slikeherfeetweregluedtothefloor.Hermind

toldhertorunforherlifebutherfeetcouldn'tcarry

her."Areyouheretokillme...Pleasedon'tkillme"

shepleadedeyesclosed."GivemeonereasonwhyI



shouldn't"hesaid.Puthishandsonhershoulders.

Nomanwasallowedtotouchherlikethat,noman

haseverdaredto.Atuniversitytheycalledherthe

dragonzilla.Sheopeneduphereyes,theywereof

thesameheight.Lookingintohiseyescouldnotbe

avoidedinanywaypossible."Well...Ididn'tknow

thatyouhatedit,howwouldIhaveknown?.You

didn'ttellme"shesaid,herthroatfeltsodry."Are

wefriendsthatIshouldhaveletyouknow"heasked.

Touchingherbarehips,waitbarehips.Shelookedat

herbodyandthetowelwasdroppeddown.

"Wenzani?"Sheaskedeyespoppedout.Heputhis

thumbonherlips.Kissedher,shewasstandinglike

astatue,sofrozen.Hewascaressingherwhole

body,thatwasallnewtoher.Itfeltsoforeignbut

good."Aren'tyougoingtotellme?"Heasked."

What..wh—"herheartwaspounding.Shefearedthat

itmightfailher.Thenextthingsheknewshewason

thebed.Himontopofher,infactin-betweenher

thighsdoingwonders.Hecamebackuptokissher.

"Thisisn'tright,stop.Getoffme"hesaid."Areyou

sure?''heaskedlookingintohereyes.Sheshookher

headno,shewasn'tsurebutatearescapedhereyes.



Helookedatherforalongtimeandthengotoffher.

Shesetupright,gotoutofbedandwenttothe

bathroom.Herkneeswereshaking,shefeltathick

wetliquidinbetweenherthighs.Shetookanother

shower.

.

Meanwhile...

.

"Thatwassoembarrassing,youaresodamn

controllingsometimes"Corasaupseyabout

Salvatore'searlierdeed."Sorry"hesaid,"butyou

weretooexposed.AndIdon'tlikethat."Hesaid."

Geez,Thisshortisn'tthatshort"sheexclaimed."

Really?,Yourassisalloutthere"hesaid."Whatare

youtalkingabout,thisshortislongenough"she

askedfrustrated."Let'sdothis,letmetakeapicand

you'llseewhatIamtalkingabout"hesaidandthey

didjustthat."Okaymaybeyouareright"shesaid

afterseeingthepics."Butdon'tdothatagaini.It

ain'tcool"shesaidastheywerewalkingonthesea

shore."Mmh,youalmostgrindedme,choppedme,



friedmeintopieces.Andthat'sallyou'regoingto

say"heasked."Okaysorryforalmost

frying,grindingandchoppingyou"shesaidsighing

heavily."Imightjustacceptthatcoldapologyifit

comesalongwithakiss"hesaid.ShestoodInfront

ofhim,putherhandaroundhisneckandpulledher

headdowngavehimapeckonthelips."Isthat

goingtodo?"Sheasked."Thiswilldo"hesaid

bendingoverandkissingherdeeply,thekissgotso

hittedthatitleftbothofthembreathless."Let'sgo

inside"hesaidlookingdownather.Shenodded

weakly.

.

"Guys,we'regoingtohaveababy"Rajesh

announcedaroundthetableastheywerehaving

dinneraround6pm."Raj,Ithoughtweweregoingto

tellthemaftertwomonthsorso"Divyacomplained.

"Sorrybaby,Icouldn'tholditinanylonger"hesaid."

Congratulationsguys"Priyasaid.Congratulations

wereinorder."Ithinkweshouldcanceltheclubplan,

I'mtired"Michaelsaid."Yeah...Let'sjuststayin

doors.Wecanplaysomegames"Kevinsuggested."



Thatsoundslikefun"Buhlesaid.Esihlewasquite

aroundthetable...."Thelasttimeweplayedthis

gameIsleptonthecouch"Salvatoresaid."I'mnot

playingthis"headded."Comeon,don'tbeacow"

theguyssaid."Okay,fine.BesidesIhavenosecret

upmysleevethistime"hesaidjoiningthemonthe

circletheyhaveformed.Therewasabottleinthe

middle.Thetimewas7pmandtheyallhad

showeredandworetheirsleepingclothes."Sohow

doesthiswork"Sandileasked."Youspinthebottle

andwhoeveritpointswillhavetoansweryour

questiontruthfully.Ifitpointsbacktotheonewho

skinneditthere'dsayaneverhaveIeversituation."

Kevinanswered."Soundsdangerous,letthegames

begin"Amandasaid."Inthenameoftheholyspirit,

thefatherandson."Corasaidshortly.Theyall

giggled."I'llgofirst"Buhlesaid,shespinnedthe

bottleanditpointedatPriya.Mmh,couldn'titbemy

husband"shesaiddisheartened."Mhh,howdidyou

andyourhusbandmeet?"Sheaskedthoughtfully."

Wemetattheoffice,IwashisPA"sheanswered

shortly.Amandaspinnedthebottleanditpointedat

Cora."Interesting"siweksaidsmiling."I'vealways



beenwondering.Younevertalkedaboutyouraunt

wholivesoverseas.Whathappenedtoher?"She

askedseriously.Corawasneverreadyforthat."I

lied,Imadeherup.Sheneverexisted.Iwanted

peopletogetoffmyback"sheansweredtruthfully."

Soyouliedtome?"Amandaasked."Formeto

answerthatyou'llhavetospinthebottle"Corasaid,

Amandawasleftgaggingunbelievingly."Myturn?"

Sibonisosaid.HespinneditanditpointedatSandile.

"Thisismyonlychancetoaskyouthis,whydidyou

resentAlonzointhebeginning.Ican'trememberyou

guysgettingalongwithoutmebeingtheconnecting

string"heasked.''I'llhavetopassonthat"Sandile

saidclearingouthisthroat."No,Ialsowanttoknow

this"Salvatoresaidalittlebitlouder."Okay,you

askedforit.Yourfathertookawaymymotherfor

tenyears.Ineverknewamother'slove,she'dalways

fightwithmyfatherwhenevershewashome.Saying

thatyourdadwasawaybettermanthanmyfather

couldeverbe.Iusedtolistentoitallandthenshe

disappearedawholeyear,itwasjustmeandmydad.

Andanotherthing,youbeingagangster,Ihavea

familytotakecareof.Idon'twantanyshadepeople



aroundmyfamily,atleastIdidn'tatfirstuntilIgotto

knowyou.I'mlearningtoloveandacceptyoulikea

brother"heanswered."Wow,Iwastheonewithout

amotherforthepastyears,stillambutyou're

complainingaboutamother'slove"Salvatoresaid

unbelievingly."Okay,myturn"Kevinsaid.Andit

pointedathiswife."Haveyouevercheatedonme"

heasked."What?,Whatrubbishisthis"siweasked

eyespoppedout."Answermyquestionplease"he

asked."Ofcoursenot,I'venever,I'dnever"shesaid.

"Goodbecauseidon'twanttokillanyone"hesaidin

relief."Myturn,CorasaidanditpointedatRajesh."

Doyoustillloveyourwife?"Sheasked.Hefrowned,"

ofcourseIstilllovemywifedearly.Iloveher"he

answeredshortly."Good"Corasaidsighingheavily.

"MyturnEsihlesaidanditpointedatPriya."Howdo

youmanagetolooksobeautiful"sheasked,

everyonejustsmileditwassuchasweetquestion

aftersuchtoughones."That'seasy,Ialwayssmile,

applymakeup,dressup.It'sasimplerecipe"she

saidchucklingcasually."Myturn"Priyasaid.She

spinneditanditpointedatBuhle.



"Whatkeepsyouonyourphonealways?"Sheasked.

"YeahIalsowanttoknow"Amandasaid."

WhatsApp,FacebookandInstagram"sheanswered.

"Nothat'snotarightanswer"Priyasaid."Yeah,we

wanttoknowthemainreason"Esihlesaid."Excuse

me,I'vealreadyansweredyourquestion.Next"she

said.Tiaxiangspinnedthebottleanditpointedat

Esihle."Areyoustillavirgin?"Heasked."That's

personal,I'mnotansweringthat"shesaidupset."

Youhaveto,weallare.There'snothingpersonal

aboutthisquestion,ifyou'reavirgin,you'reavirgin.

Ifyou'renotthat'sjustit"Buhlesaidspitefully."Yes,

I'mstillavirgin.Happy?"Sheaskedsarcasticallyand

angry."Nah,itisnottha—..."Okaythat'sit,next

personplease"Salvatoresaidcuttinghimoff.

-"areyoupregnant?"SiwekaskedAmandaafter

spinningthebottle

-"what?,No.Hellno"sheansweredlaughing

-"whodoyouchatwithonallthesocialnetworksyou

mentioned"Sandileaskedhiswife.

-"myfriendsfrombackhome,onamile,kholiwe.I



can'tmentionthemallreally"sheanswered

swallowinghard.

-"mmh"that'sallhesaid.

-,"whenareyougettingmarried."Salvatoreasked

siwes,Sandile'sfiancé.

-"Idon't,whenwehaveenoughmoney.Youshould

askhimreally"shesaidchuckling.

-"whathappenedtoyourfamily"Mbuthoasked

referringtoCora.

-"ohhk,thisgamewassuchabadidea.I'mnot

goingtoanswerthat"Corasaid,faceflashed.

-"no,Iwanttoknow.Ineedananswertothat"he

insisted.

-"mbuthomyman,that'snotagoodquestion.How

aboutyouaskanotherone—...

-"it'sokay,I'llanswerthat...it'scool.mymother

diedgivingbirthtomeandmyfatherlivesinDurban"

sheansweredaftertakingadeepbreath.

"Thisgameisfuckedup"I'moutofhere.Amanda

said."Ifyouhavesomethingstohidethenyou'd



leave"Michaelsaidlookinganywherebuther."Wow,

okay.Let'splaythe,infactIthinkthebottleshouldbe

removed.Ifanyonefeelslikeasking,theyshouldask

directly."Amanda,calmdown"Corasaid."Youdon't

gettotelltocalmdown.IthoughtIknewyoubuy

youturnedouttobeastranger."Shesaidangrily."

Ohhwow"Coraexclaimed."Michael,whydidyou

stopvisitingyourparents?"Amandaasked."Imnot

goingtoanswerthat"Michaelsaid."Why,isitsome

darksecret.You'rescaredtoshare."Sheasked,

morelikesnapped."Thisiscrazy,I'mgoingtobed.I

havealotofsecretsI'mnotreadytoshare.IfGod

wantedustobetransparenttoeachotherthenhe

wouldhavecreatedusthatway.It'sbestifwestop

thisbeforeitruinsourrelationships"Corasaid

standingupandtheothersfollowed.
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.

Wellafteryesterday'sstupidgameandmycrazy

behaviorIwenttobed.iwasstillangryatMichaelfor



whathesaid,hewentoutofline.Questioningmy

royaltylike,thattoInfrontofhisfriends.Hewas

supposedtohavemyback.IwasangryatCorafor

allthelies,Iwasangryatmyselfforburstingoutlike

that,Ididn'tseeMichaelcometobedlastnight.He

gotoutofthebathroomwithatowelwrapped

aroundhiswaist.Iwatchedhiseverymove,hewas

angry.Hehadeveryright,''I'msorryforwhatIsaid

lastnight"Isaidlookingathimbuthejustwalkedin

tothecloset.Ifollowedhim,"ain'tyougoingtosay

anything,lookI'mnotgoingtotryingandjustifywhat

Ididbutwhatyouaskedmewasoutoftheline.Idid

theworst,I'msorry."Isaidbuthecontinuedwith

wearinghisclothes."Ifyoudonotwanttoforgive

me,it'sokayIunderstand.Yourfamilyissuesmay

bedeeperthanIthought.OnceagainIamsorry"I

saidthenleftthecloset,hefollowedme."Sothat's

justit,you'rearejustgoingto—...hedidn'tfinishthat,

Ifeltlikepuking,Irushedtothebathroom.Ipuked

intothetoiletseat.Itkeptoncoming."Areyou

okay?"Heaskedholdingmyhair.Istoodupafter

sometimeandwashedmymouthwithwater."I'm

fine"Isaidlookingmyselfinthemirror,nothingwas



fine.Iwasn'tfeelingfine,hisColognedidn'tsmellso

good."I'msorryMichael"Isaidfeelingsoemotional.

"It'sfine,Istartedit.IwaswrongIshouldn'thave

questionedyourroyalty.Youhadeveryreasontobe

angry.Imsorry"hesaid,andthenIwentinforahug.

.

Narrated.

.

CorawassittingInfrontofthedressingmirror,

Salvatoresleepinginbed.Shewasgoingthrough

herfamilyalbum,herfatherexcluded.Mostofthe

picturestherewerethatofhermother,shewasstill

wearingherPJs."Hey,whatareyoudoing"

Salvatoreaskedsittingupright."Nothing"shesaid

hidingthealbumintheshelves.butitwasalittlebit

toolateforthatforthat,hewalkeduptoher."What

areyouhiding?"Heaskedopeningtheshelvesand

hefoundit."Doyouthinkthateverythingcouldbe

fineagain,doyouthinkthatwecouldeverhave

normallives,Iknowthatoncesomethingistornedit

couldneverreturntoitnormalstatebutdoyouthink



thingscouldbemendedagain.DoyouthinkIcould

everhaveanormallife,beanormalgirl.Likeallthe

girls.Befullyhappywithoutworryingthatsadness

wouldfollow,Ialsowanttobehappyforthewhole

monthwithoutnewissuesorghostsfromthepast,I

wanttobeabletolaughfreely,befullyhappy

withoutthethoughtthathappinessandsadnessare

likesistersholdinghands.Ifoneshowsup,theother

willfolloweventually.Don'tyouwanttohavea

normallifewherebyyouworryaboutthingslike

waterbills,thegroceriesandstuff.Whydothings

alwayshavetobecomplicated"sheasked.Shewas

notcryingthistime,shewassmilingwithabitter

heart."Comehere"hesaidpullingherup."Who

wantstobenormal,ourlivesarejustfine.We're

happy,youandI.Normalthingsareforboring

people"hesaidholdingherfacefrombothsides.

Shesmiledabit."Seemslikeourhappinesscomes

withalotsofsadnesses"shesaidchuckling."It's

major,everybodydreamsofhavingsuchgreat

happinessbutitcostsalot.imissmymother,it's

funnyhowImisssomethingIneverhad.Sometimes

IwonderwhatlifewouldhavebeenlikeifIwasborn



intoadifferentfamily."Shesaidchucklingcasually.

ItbrokeSalvatore'shearttoseeherlikethat,he'd

ratherseehercrythanseeherlikethat.Heknewshe

wasactingallstrongbutdyinginside."Isthisabout

yesterday,aboutAmanda?.Everythingwillbefine,

youguyswillfixthings.Ican'tbringbackyour

motherbutknowthatIamhereforyou,I'lltakecare

ofyou.Thingswillfixthemselveswithtime,you

don'thavetostress"hesaideyesdartingbetween

hereyes."Iloveyouokay"hesaidkissingher

forehead."Sheprobablyhatesme,Ibetrayedher.

Brokehertrust,I'vealwaysknownthatthisdaywill

comebutIneverknewit'dcomesosoon.Whenever

IStarttothinkthatI'mwinning,everythingisgoing

well.Ienduplosingbigtime.Youshouldhaveseen

herface,she'slikethebestsisterI'veneverhad''she

said."Ithinkyoushouldgoandtalktoher,tryto

explaintheentirestory.Ifshewaseveryourbest

friend.She'dforgiveyou,OK?"heasked.Shenodded,

"goandtalktoher"hesaidsaid.Shehuggedhim

tightlybeforeexitingtheroom.Beforehim,she

couldn'trememberwhatlifewaslike.Itwaslike

she'dknownhimforyearsandhehasalwaysbeen



hergreateststrength.Heseemedtohaveasolution

foreverything,everysingleproblemofherhe'dfix

withoutthinkingtwice.Evenifithurthersometimes

butshealwaysknewthattheintentionsweregood.

.

SheknockedonAmanda'sdoor,"comein"shesaid

fromtheinside.Corawalkedinafteropeningthe

door.ShefoundAmandasittingonbedbusywith

somethingonherphone,Michaelwasnotaround,"

couldwetakeastrolldownthebeach"sheasked

standinginthemiddleoftheroom.Amandalooked

atherwithoutsayingathing."Please"sheadded."

Sure"shesaidstandingupandtheywalkedoutto

thebeach,theywerewalkingontheshore.Nowords

wereexchangedforawhile,"why,whydidyouhave

tolie,deceiveme,betrayme.Why?"Amandaasked

suddenlyburstingoutwithanger."Forthewhole

threeyearsCora,isyournameevenCora?,Whoare

you,Idon'tknowyou.IsCoraevenyourname?"She

askedangrily."Whatdoyoumean...ofcourseCora

ismyname.MymothernamedmeCora,itwasthe

lastwordsheutteredaftershedied...it'smeCora."



Shesaid."Iwanttoknowwhyyouhadtolieto

me..."Sheasked."You'dprobablyneverwanttobe

myfriendafterthisonebutIamgoingtotellyou

anyways,Iwas13yearsoldwhenmyfatherstarted

torapeme.WhenIturned16Iranawayfromhome,

IwasalreadyacceptedatHarmonicParadise

Secondaryschool.Istabbedhimandranaway,

apparentlyhe'sstillalive.Iwashomeless..."Sheto

herthewholestorywithoutleavinganydetails.

.

Loadshedding...tobecontinued

[6/10,13:20]Lynne:Page51

Cora'sPOV

.

AfterItoldhermywholestoryallshedidwasstare

atme,Itriedtoreadherfacialexpressionbutitwas

blank.Itwaslikeshewastryingtoprocessthe

wholething,Ithensawatearrundownhereye.She

attackedmewithahug."I'msosorryZee,I'msorry"

shesaidcrying.Thewayshewascryingitwaslike

shewastheonewhojusttoldthebittersadstory.



Shebackedawayandgavemeanunexpectedslap."

Whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutthisearlier,Iwouldhave

helpedyou.WhydidyouhavetosufferalonewhileI

wasthere,I'mhere."SheaskedAngrily.Ismiledat

herthroughmytears,atleastshestillcared.I

wouldn'thavemindedevenifsheslappedmea

hundredtimesaslongasshestillcaredaboutme."

I'msorry,IwasscaredImightloseyou.Thatyou

mightneverwanttobemyfriend.Thatyou'dseeme

differently.I'msorryIlied"Isaidpullingherinfora

hug,westayedinthesamepositionforalongtime.

.

"soamIforgiven?"Iaskedwipingawaymytears

andtryingtocalmdown."You'resuchastrong

womanandyesIforgiveyou.Iloveyou"shesaid

withtearsrunningdownherface."Whyareyoustill

crying,I'mfinenow.I'mhere,safe."Isaidwiping

awayhertears."I'mcryingbecauseyou'recrying"

shesaidsmiling."You'resuchabadlier''Isaid

giggling,shechuckledabit."Sothetherapy

sessionswereaboutthewholething?"Sheasked,I

nodded."Mostly"Iadded."Whatnow?"Sheasked



sighing."Nowwe'regoingtogobackinside,take

showers.Wearourbestoutfitsandexplorethecity

ofCalifornia"Isaidsmiling."Thatsoundslikea

plan"shesaid."PlusI'vetoleratedyourstinking

mouthforlongenough"shesaid."Thefeelingis

mutual"Isaidchuckling.Wellwewentbackinside

anddidjustwhatweplannedtodo.

.

TheotherladieswerehavingbreakfastwhenI

walkeddownstairs,guyswereoutonamorningjog.

Iwaswearingskinnyjeansandbootsalongwitha

pinksweater.

"Guys,AmandaandIaregoingtoexplorethecity,

wouldyouliketojoinus"Iaskedsmiling."Haveyou

calledacab?"Priyaasked,noAmandamusthave

donethatbynow."Donewhat"Amandaasked

ascendingdownthestaircases."Calledacab?"I

saidinaquestioningmannerthough.''Ithought

you'd"shesaid."Youdefinitelycrazyguy"Buhlesaid

giggling."Don'tcallmecrazy"Amandasaid

warningly.Everybodyturnedtheirattentiontoher."

Gee,Iwasjustkidding"Buhlesaidfrowning."WellI



didn'tlikeit"shesaidbuythewasshewaswearinga

blacktightshortdressandhighheelsnotsohigh.

Shelookedprettygood."I'llGooglethecab's

contactnumberfromaroundhere"Isaidtappingon

myphone.AndIgotitandcalledit."Sowho'swith

us,thecabwillbeherewithin30minutes"Iasked

sittingdown.

.

30minuteslaterthecabwasoverloadedwith6

peopleincludingthedriver,itwasPriya,Amanda,

siwes,siwekandI.Devyanka,EsihleandBuhle

decidedtostaybackandchillbesideswewere

goingtohittheclubthatnight.Thecabdroppedus

atthemall.Thecitywasinsanelybusyandbeautifl,

thetallbuildingsandsidewalks.Themallwas

enormouslysplendid."Shoppingspree?"Priyaasked.

"Definitelyyes,Kevinisgoingtokillmeforthis.I

tookhisblackcard"siweksaidinaprayingmanner.

Wealllaughed.WellIhadabout20kinmycard.Plus

Ihadbetteruseforthemoney,yeahSalvatore

openeranaccountforme."Idon'thaveasingle

Pennyonmy,oncewechangedwhatIhaveinto



dollarsbelievemeI'mgoingtogetoutwithapairof

socksonly"Amandacomplained."Comingherewas

probablybeingforwardandstupid"siwessaid."

ExcusemeIneedtomakeacall"Isaidwalkinga

littlebitfurtherawayfromthem.

.

"babywami,canIaskyouforasmallfavor"Iasked

anyways."IthasbeenalongtimesinceIheardthose

words'babywami'whatisit"heaskedsounding

suspicious."Couldyoubyanychanceborrowme

20k"Iasked,fingerscrossed.Eyesclosed,"Mmh,let

meguess.You'vegoneshoppingandyou'veonly

realisednowthatyouhavelowamountofmoney"he

said."Areyougoingtotransferitornot"Iasked

rollingmyeyes."WhatwillIgetinreturn"heasked."

Interest,duh"Isaid."Howaboutaredlingeriefor

collateral"hesaidsonaughtily."Whatasurprise,I

neverknewyouwereacrossdressertoo."Isaidthat

onpurpose."You'resodeadCora"hesaidbythe

soundofhisvoiceicouldtellthatitgottohim."I'm

justkidding,so...themoney"Isaidseriously."The

collateralagreement?"Heasked."Relax,youknow



I'vegotyou.Imustadmitit'sastrangecollateral,

don'tyouthink."Iaskedchuckling.

.

"we'vebeenwaitingforyouforlikeforever"

Amandasaid,"let'sgotothebank"Isaidputtingmy

phoneinmypurse."Let'sgo"siwessaid."I'mmore

ofanescorterthanashopper"Sheadded.Weall

giggled,wellweboughtafewthings.IfitwasSAI

wouldhavegotalotofbags.Wethenwenttosome

eateryforlunch,IwasstarvingsinceIhadn'thad

breakfast.

"Youmightwanttoslowdownonthatchicken"I

saidtoAmandawhowaseatinglikesomeonewho

hasbeenstarvingfordays."It'ssogood,Ican'thelp

myself"shesaidwithhermouthfull."Eauwman,

that'sgross"Siwessaidlookingsodisgusted.We

alljustlaughed,"let'sgoandCatchamovie"siwek

suggested."Greatidea,it'sabouttimewehadsome

fun.I'vebeenindoorsfortwodays"Isaidsighing.So

wecatchesaromcom.Thetimewas4:30whenwe

gotoutofthemallandcatchedataxihome.The

guyswerewatchingafootballgamewhenwegotto



thehouse.Thegirlswerenotaround,probablyinthe

othersittingroomorupstairsintheirbedroom."Hey

guys"IsaidbutnooneansweredincludingSalvatore.

"Okay"Imurmuredthenwentupstairs.Priyajoined

theguys,Iguessedshelikedfootball.Amanda

walkedtothekitchen,theothers.Idon'tknowwhere

theydisappearedto.Ireceivedaphonecallfrom

Petunia,thatwasstrange."HeyP"Isaidanswering

asIopenedthedoortoourbedroom."hiCora,I've

beentryingtogetholdofMrSalvatorebuthisphone

hasnotbeengoingthrough"shesaidsoundingso

troubled."Ohh,hisbatterymusthavedied.What's

thematter.Yousoundsotroubled"Iasked."Ican't

getholdofNina.Iamwassupposedtobeheading

backtoherapartmentyesterdaysincefifteendays

areover"shesaid."Ohh,letmedothis.I'llgoand

talktoSalvatore.I'llgetbacktoyouwithinaminute"

Isaid."AndCora,I'msupposedtobegoingonleave.

PleaseremindMrSalvatorethat.Ifwecan'tgethold

ofNina,thenIwon'tbeabletospendChristmasday

withmyfamily"sheremindedme.I'llseewhatIcan

do"Isaidthenhunguponher.Itookoffmyboots

andthenwalkeddownstairsbarefooted.Therewas



alotofcommotiontheresincetheirfavouriteteam

hadscoredagoal.Theywerejumpingaround,"

Joaquincouldwehaveatalk"Iasked."Yeah"he

said,notevenlookingatme."Joaquin"Isaidcalmly.

"CoraI'mwatchingagame"hesaidshushingmeoff

withhishand."Salvatore!"Iexclaimedandgothis

attention."Weneedtotalk"Isaidfirmly."Whatthe

hell..''hesaidstandingup.Iwentoutsideandhe

followedme."What'swrongwithyou?"Heasked

angrily."Ishouldbeaskingyouthat...anyways

Petuniacalled—"..."So?"Heaskedimpatiently."

Geez,wouldyouletmefinish.Stopactingso

childish"Isaidrollingmyeyesinanger."SonowI

amchildish,forreally?"Heaskedpissedoff."Just

stop,thisisnotaboutyou...shecan'tgetholdof

Nina.Youknowwhat,youfixthis.WhyamIeven

botheredandonemorethingshe'ssupposedtobe

goinghomefortheholidays.Seewhatyoucando

aboutit..."Isaidthenleft.Iwentupstairs,sawEsihle

onherbedasIpassedby..."Areyouokay?"Iasked

goinginsideherroom."Yeah,I'vejustwokeupfrom

sleep"shesaidyawning."Ohh"Isaidsittingdown

onthebed."What'sup"sheasked."Youseem



upset,areyouokay?"Sheadded."NoI'mnot,Geez

yourbrothercanbesoannoyingandfrustrating

sometimes.Icouldjuststranglehimto...

sometimes"Ihuffedangrily."That'showmanare,or

ratherrelationship.Theysaycoupleswhobickera

lotaremuchluckilytostaytogetherforever."She

saidgettingoutofbed."Mhh,youalsoknow

somethingaboutromance...wedon'talwaysbicker.

Wehaveourmoments.Ihadsomethingseriousto

talkaboutandhejust,anywaysit'sovernow"Isaid

sighingheavily."AreyouOKthough"Iaskedlooking

intohereyes."I'mfine,whydoyouask"sheasked

smiling."Thatgamenight,withwhatwentdown.

Areyoufine?"Iasked."Ohhthat,I'mfine.Itwasnot

suchabigdealbutremindmenevertoplaythat

gameagain"shesaidgigglingbutnotsofully."

What'sgoingonbetweenyout?"Iasked."

Tiaxiang?"Sheasked."Exactlythat,what'sup?"I

asked."Nothing,hewasjustbeingmean.Iguessit

washisvengeanceplan...Idon'tknow,really"she

said."Thefactthatyouknewwhoiwastalking

aboutbeforeIcouldevensayhisnamesaysalot.

Anywaysgetready,we'regoingtotheclubtonight"I



saidbeforeleavingherroom.

.

Narrated

.

Corawaswearingablackleatherflareskirtwhich

wasshort,stockingswhichcomplimentedherskin,

blackleatheranklelengthbootsandawhitevest.

Haircurledtotheleftsideofherhead.Salvatore

waswearingfadedjeans,whiteJordansneakers,

crispywhiteshirtwhichwasuntucked.Everysingle

oneofthemlookedgreat,"thelimo'sarehere"

Sibonisoscreamedfromdownstairs.Esihlechecked

herselfonemoretimeinthemirrorbeforeexiting

theroomwithherpurse,shewaswearingamaroon

littletightdressandwhiteheels.

"Shallwe?"Priyaaskedherhusband,mbutho.She

waswearingblackjeans,blackcroptopandboots.

Hehusbandwearingpumatracksuits."Youlook

stunning"hesaidtakingherhandandtheywalked

downstairs."Buhle,hurryup"Sandilesaid

impatientlyashehadheardthatthecatswere



waitingforthem."Onmoreminute"shesaidputting

onherwristwatch."Therewego,done"shesaid

poutingInfrontofthemirror.Shewaswearinga

whitedress,justbelowherkneesandwhiteblock

highheels.Hehusbandwaswearingformal

trousers,whiteshirttuckedin.Thelastupthree

buttonsunbottoned."Finally"hesaidinrelief.

SiwekwasapplyingherlipstickInfrontofthemirror.

"Didyoucheckonthekids"sheasked."Yeah,she

hasjustputtheminbed.Andyesshereadtothem"

Kevinsaidsmilingtoherwifethroughthemirroras

hewasstandingbehindher."Youlookextra

handsometonight,Icouldjustsnackonyouright

now"shesaidsmiling."Youhavenoideaofthe

thingsIwanttodotoyou.Icouldjustripthatdress

and..ohhlet'sgobeforeIgethard"hesaid.Shejust

giggled."Shewaswearingablackshortdress,just

belowherass.Blackpencilheels,weaveonpoint.

Makeuponfleek."Let'sgo"shesaidtakingher

purseandphone.Herhusbandwaswearingabluet-

shirt,jeansandsneakers.Hisglassesmadehim

lookextrahandsome.Theeyeswerejustanother



thing,oneofthethingsthatattractedSibusisiwe...

"ItoldyouIneededanewwardrobe,lookwhatI'm

wearing.Youshouldhaveseetheotherladies,

shoppinglikeitain'tnobody'sbusiness.LookwhatI

got,onlyonedressandthattoowithCora'shelp.I

wassoembarrassed"shesaidupset."Thebudgetis

tightthismonth,I'msavingforthehousewe'regoing

tomoveinafterwegetmarried.Iamalsosavingfor

thewedding...youlookjustfine,youlookbeautiful.

Don'tworry,Iloveyouokay"Sibonisosaidtohis

fiancewhowasalmostintears."Iloveyoutoo"she

saidsmiling.Shewaswearingaredkneelength

tightdress,whichhuggedherbodyjustbeautifulky,

redbottomsandSibonisowaswearingblackpants,

blacksneakers,whitevestandajacket."Shallwe?"

Heaskedandtheywalkedoutwiththeirphones."

DoIlookfat"Divyaaskedcheckingherselfout."Like

Isaidbeforeyoulookamazing,youarenotfat.At

leastnotyet"Rajsaidwithasmirkonhisface."I'll

wipeoffthatsmirkwithaslap"shesaidfirmly."

Auwsorry"hesaidpullinghisears."Let'sgo"she

saidclickinghertongue.Theywalkedout.Shewas



wearingamidthighpinkLaceydressandpumps."

Stopbeingsogrumpy,youdon'tlooksogood"

MichaelsaidteasingAmanda."I'mnotbeing

grumpy,I'msimplyaskingyounottowearyour

Cologne.Itdoesn'tsmellsogood"shesaid."Since

when,you'vealwayslikeditandnow?."Heasked

frowning."IusedtobutnowIdon't"shesaid."

WhichoneshouldIwearthen?"Heasked."This

one"shesaidsprayinghimwithherfeminine

Cologne."GeezMandy,whatareyoudoing?"He

askedtryingtomoveawaybutitwastoolate."And

thisone,downtheground"shesaidtakingMichael's

Cologneandgrowingitoutsidethewindow."What

areyoudoing''heaskedtryingtoruntoit'srescue

butitwasyetagaintoolate."Doyouknowhow

muchthatcosts"heaskedangrily."Let'sgoalready,

what'sdoneisdone"shesaidtakingherhandbag

fromthebed."You'redefinitelycrazy,whodoes

that"hesaidangrily.HewaswearingAdidas

tracksuitsandsneakers,sheworethesame.They

wentdownstairswithMichaelmurmuringcurses.

Tiaxiangwaswearingshortsandalongsleeveshirt

andsneakers,hewastalkingonthephoneashe



walkeddownstairs.

.

3hourslater,AmandawassittingonMichael'slap

andtheywerehavinganintimateconversation.Priya

andCoraweresomewhereinthecrowddancing.

DivyaandBuhleweregirlchatting.Salvatore,

Mbutho,SandileandKevinwereInfrontofthe

bartender.Havingsomeshots.Siwek,Sandile,esihle

andTiaxiangwerehavingwineontheirtable.Siwes

wastheretoobutbusyonherphone."I'mtellingyou,

mangetsgrumpywhenthey'resexuallystarving"

PriyascreamedatCoraasthemusicwasblasting

uptheroof."Ijustdon'tfeellikeit"Corascreamed

back."Wellhemightstartlookingforitsomewhere

else"Priyascreamed."Hewouldn'tdare"Corasaid

fuming.Priyajustgiggled...."Excuseme"Esihle

screamedasherphonerang.Shewalkedtothe

bathroomwhichshefoundnotsogood.Itwas

crowded.Shegotinonetoiletboothandanswered."

Mom?"Shesaidanswering."Whenarecomingback

home,I'msolonely"shesaid."Mom!,Itoldyou

beforeIleftandanywayshowareyouableto



contactme.Nevermind,I'minaveryloudplaceright

now.I'llcallyoulater"shescreamed."Esihle

you—..."Byemom''shesaidthenhunguponher.

Shegotoutoftheladiesroom,shewaswalking

towardstheotherswhenshebumpedintohim."

You!''sheexclaimed.''couldwetalkoutside"he

askedholdingherhand."Ihavenothingtosayto

you"shesaidangrily."Please"shepleadedthen

pulledheroutsidetheclub.Therewerealotof

peoplewaitingonthelineoutside."Wewillbeback"

Tiaxiangtoldoneofthebouncers.Whonoddedin

agreement.Theywalkedalittlebitfarfromthe

crowdedclub."Whatisit?"Sheaskedyankingher

handoffhim."Forgivemeforthis"hesaidthen

pinnedheragainstthewallandkissedher,hungrily

butpassionately.Shekissedhimback,hishand

wenttoherassandsqueezedit.That'swhenshe

pushedhimaway."Stopit"sheshouted."Whatare

youdoing,firstyouembarrassmeInfrontofyour

friendsandthenyoukissme"shesnappedangrily."

Thereisnothingtobeembarrassedabout,IthinkIt's

preciousthatyou're23butstillavirgin"hesaid

walkingtowardsher."Whydidyouhavetoaskme



suchastupidquestionInfrontof—...''sheasked

lookingup."Iwasjustcuriousuponseeingyour

reactionearlieronthatday.Iwantedtoknow,you

wouldhaveprobablythrownafitifIaskedyoualone.

Iwouldhaveprobablyscoredmyselfablueeye,that

toowithoutgettingananswer"hesaidholdingher

waist.Shelookedintohis,aslapyeahhewould

probablyhavegot,shethoughttoherself.Why

hasn'thepushedhimawayalready,theguywas

holdingherwaistforcryingoutloud.Shelikedthe

wayhissafelyonherbody."Youlookextremely

beautifultonight,thismaroondresscompliments

yourdarkskinperfectly."Hesaidlookingintoher

eyes."Thanks"shesaidbreathlessly.Heonceagain

tookherlipsintohis,shelethistongueintoher

mouth.Eyesclosed,theywerebothfeelingthehit

andthenhepulledawayfromher."Let'sgoback

inside"hesaidclearingherthroat.Shenodded

weirdlyandtheywalkedtowardstheclub...."What

doyoumeanshecan'tgetinside,Igottheticket,she

justforgethersinside.Andyousawusgettingout"

Tiaxiangsaidangrily."Sir,wecannotletherin

withoutaticket.Sorry"thebouncersaid.WellEsihle



hadleftherticketinside,shethoughtshedidn'tneed

itsinceshewasinsideandthenhehadtotakeher

inside."Well,can'twebuyanotherone"heasked

runninghishandsthroughhishair."You'dhaveto

waitonthelineagain"hesaid."Fuckthis"Tiaxiang

cursedkickingtheground."Calmdown,I'llcatcha

taxibacktothehouse.Youcangetbackin,I'mnot

feelingthisanyways"Esihlesaidputtingherhandon

hisshoulder."Whatrubbi—we'rejoiningtheline"he

said."Ifyousayso"esihlesaidsighingheavily.

.

"Girlthatgirlishittingonyourman"Priyasaidas

theywerelookingatSalvatoretalkingtosome

blondewhitegirl.Theywerefacingeachother,and

shewasgigglingatwhateverjokehewastellingher.

"Letherhit,beatandbangonhim.Idon'tcare"the

drunkenCorasaid."Ohh,lookathermovingher

handupanddownhisthigh...ohhshe'smovingitto

hisinnerthigh.Holymatrimonyshewhispering

somethingintohis—"fuckthis,I'mgoingoverthere"

shestandingupandwalkingtowardsSalvatorewho

wasstillsittingInfrontofthebartenderbutKevin



andtheotherswerenolongerthere."Excuseme"

Corasaidtappingthegirl'sshoulder.Sheturned

aroundandfacedher."Yes"shesaidannoyed."Do

youknowhim?"Sheaskedthegirl."Wejustmeta

fewminutesago,Iknowhimnow"shesaidrolling

hereyes."Wellhe'soneofmyex's,iwouldn'twant

toseeanotherwomansufferingbecauseofhim.Let

metellyouashortstoryaboutthisguyyou'rehitting

on"shesaidsittingdownonthehighchairnextto

thegirl.Andtheyhadtheirbackonthebartender

whowasattendingtoanothercustomer'sorders.

Salvatore'sturnedherchairtoo."Whatareyou

doingCora"heasked,tryingtobookather.Thegirl

wassittingbetweenthem."Shutupyoudevil's

advocate"Corasaidlookingatthecrowd."Idon't

thinkIwanttolistentothestory"thegirlsaid."

What'syourname?"Sheasked."Belinda"shesaid."

NowBelinda,youmightwanttolistentothisone.

Youmustknowhowevilthisguybestyouis..."She

saidseriously."Itwasabout4monthsagowhenwe

metatafriend'swedding.Hewasveryhot,whatyou

seetodayisnothingcomparedtowhatIsaw.Imade

suretohavehimforaonenightstand,likeyou're



probablythinkingrightnow.Sowehadthemost

freakingfuckingawesomefucking.ThethingisI

wasdrunk,Iwokeupparalysedthenextday.I

couldn'twalk,Iwasbleeding—..."Thatwasprobably

yourmenstrualperiod"shesaidrollinghereyes."No

waitforit,IlimpedtothebathroomandbyGod's

gracemanagedtotakeashower,mypussywas

tornedapart."Shesaidwithsomuchemotion."So?"

Sheaskedirritated."Waitforit,apparentlywewere

sleepinginahotel.HewaslonggonewhenIwoke

up,Ihadtopaythehotelbill...thenafewweekslater

IfoundoutthatiwaspregnantandHIVpositive.

ObviouslyIabortedthebaby,Iwasinnopositionto

beasinglemother.Icouldn'taffordthat''shesaid

almostintears."Ohw,sorrytohearthat"thegirl

saidfreakedout."That'snottheworstofit,wemet

againandIfoundouthewasmarriedtoa10year

olderwomenthenhim.Itoldhimaboutthethingshe

hadputmethroughbut.Youknowwhathesaid"she

saidblinkingafewtimes."What"thegirlasked."He

saidIdidtherightthingbyabortingthebaby,he

wantednoillegitimatechild.Andhedidn'twantto

diealone,hewasspreadingthediseasetoevery



losefamale.Icriedmyselftosleepforaweek,a

wholefreakingweek.Igraduallygotskinny,what

youseetodayisnothingcomparedtowhatIusedto

be.Iwassuchachubbywoman,Iprobablywon't

everbeabletohavekids.I'lldielonelyandsad"she

saidcrying."Nowit'suptoyouifyouwanttogo

aheadandspreadyourlegswidelyforhim,Ididmy

part"shesaidstandingupandleaving."Excuseme,

Ineedtousedtheladiesroom"thegirlsaidwalking

awayfromSalvatore."Reallynow?"Salvatoreasked

unbelievingly.

.

10minuteslater

"YouaresodespicableCora"Amandasaidasthey

wereintheladiesroom,Corafixinghermakeup.

"You'vebeensayingthatforthepastfewminutes"

Corasaidlaughing."Geez,wheredidyougetsuch

anidea"Amandaaskedunbelievingly."Ihave

brains"shesaidapplyingherlipstick."Let'sgo"she

saidputtingherthingsbackinthepurse.They

walkedbacktotheirtable,Salvatorewassitting

therewitheverybody."Babywami"shesaidsitting



onSalvatore'slap."Don'tyouwanttodance,Ithink

weshouldalldance."Corasuggestedsobubbly."I

thinkillpass"Divyasaid,myfeetareswollen."Me

too"someoneelsesaidandthenoneafteranother."

Comeanddancewithme"shesaidtosawhohadhis

jawsclenched."I'mtiredCora"hesaid."Cool"she

saidwalkingtowardsthecrowd.

.

Afewminuteslatershewasdancingwithsome

blacknigga,whohadhishandsonherwaistandher

armswereonhisshoulders."Excuseme,couldyou

keepyourhandsoffmywife"sheheardSalvatore's

voicesayfrombehind."Iseenometalonit"theguy

saidandtheycontinueddancing."Isthismetal

enoughforyoutogetyourfilthydirtyhandsoffher"

hesaidputtingagunonhistorsoside.Coramoved

backabitshaken."Whoa,Iwasjustjokingmy

brother"theguysaidwithhishandsraisedup."Well

seemslikethejokewasn'tfunnyenoughbecauseI

didn'tcatchit"Salvatoresaidangrily.Theguymoved

backanddisappeaedintothecrowd."Howdidyou

smugglethatinhere,wewerethoroughlysearched



beforeweentered."Sheaskedeyespoppedout."

There'snothingthatmoneycan'tbuyyouknow"he

said."That'snotentirelytrue"shesaid."Rightnow

weshouldbetalkingaboutthewayyouwere

brushingagainstthatguysdick"hesaidangrily."If

that'scrimethenpleasehandcuffmeofficer"Cora

saidsarcastically."Youthinkthatthisisfunny,let's

seehowfunnyitiswheniputabulletthroughyour

thickskull"heshoutedangrilydraggingheroutside

theclub.Itwasalmostmidnight,"leavemyhand"

shesaidashewaspullingherdownthestreet,far

awayfromtheclub."Now,Ican'tholdyou.Didhe

gettoyouthatmuch"heaskedfuming."Ohhreally,

don'tfuckingplayinnocentwithme.Youwere

enjoyingitwhenthatblondegirlwasgivingyoua

bonerandIcan'trubagainsthisdick,howhypocritic

ofyou"sheshoutedangrily.Heraisedhishandsup,

almostslappedherwhenshecringedwithhereyes

closed.Heranhishandthroughhishair."Justshut

up''heshoutedangrily.Sheopenedhereyesslowly

andcarefully."What,you'regoingtohitme.Go

ahead,hitme.What'sstoppingyou"sheasked

almostcrying,shewasscaredbutbrave."Whatthe



fuckiswithyou,thatwomendidn'tgivemeany

boner.Hewouldn'tbeabletoevenifshetried

harder."Hesaidshakinghishead."Iwasjusttrying

togetunderyourskin"hefinallyadmitted."WellI

wasalsotryingtomakeyoufeeljealoussinceyou

startedit"sheadmittedlookingdown.Hestarted

giggling."Thisiscrazy,whyareweevenfighting"he

askedchuckling.Sheshruggedhershoulders

smilingandheattackedherwithakiss."Doyou

wanttogetoutofhere"heaskedlookingdownat

herandtheywenttooneofthehiredlimosandthe

driverdroveoff.Blindfoldsup.

.

TiaxiangandEsihleendedupleavingtheclub,after

alongtimeofwaitingintheline.Theywerelayingon

thebeachsand,lookingupatthestarswhilehaving

agoodconversation.

SalvatorewasontopofCorafuckinghermercilessly,

itwasmoreofapunishment.Shewasscreaming

helplessly,herpussyonfire.Theyhadtwomore

roundswhentheygotintothehouse.
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Cora'sPOV

.

Heopeneduphiseyes,Iwasstaringathimwhilehe

wassleeping.Ihadshoweredworehisbigwhite

shirtandmyblackG-string.HesmiledatmeandI

smiledback,"whatareyoustaringat"hesaid

flippingmeontopofhim."What'reyoudoing?"I

askedgigglingloudly..."Goodmorningmyheart

beat"hesaidsoserious,lookingintomyeyes,his



handsonmybareass,grabbingittightly.Hewasin

hisunderwearonly."Hi"Isaidrunningmyhandsin

hismessyhair.Ithenkissedhislipsslightly,"Ithink

Iaminlovewithyou"Isaidsmiling."Youthink?"He

askedchuckling."SayingI"think"doesnotmakeit

seemsodeep.SoI'lloptforthat"Isaid."What

scaresyou?"Heaskedtuckingmyhairbehindmy

ear."Lovingyoutoomuchonlyformetoloseyou"I

saidsolemnly."You'renevergoingtoloseme,you're

myheartbeat.Itaheartlosesitcontainerthenitwill

suredie,soisthecontainer"hesaid."That'ssome

deepshitrightthere"Isaidfrowning."ThenIguessI

canfeelfreetosay'IAMINLOVEWITHYOUAJ

SALVATORE'.iloveyou"Iscreamed."Areyoutrying

deafenme"heaskedunbelievingly."Ifeltlike

screaming,tellingthewholeworld"Isaidsmiling."

I'minlovewithyouinsanegirl"hesaidsmiling."And

I'mnevergoingtoletyougo,you'restuckwithme."

Hesaidsqueezingmybuttsevenmoretighter.I

couldfeelhisbulgepokingmytummy."Evenifwe

falloutoflove?''Iasked."Evenifwefalloutoflove,

I'mneverlettingyougo"hesaid."Letmerecordthis

one,Iwantyoutorememberyourwords,saythat



again"Isaidtakingmyphoneunderthepillowand

recordingit."Evenifwefalloutoflove,I'mnever

lettingyougoCoraZabenathiMaphumulo.Never

ever"hesaidthenchilled."Let'sdressupandgoout

today,justyouandme"Isaid."Iwashopingwe

couldsnackoneachthewholeday"hesaidgetting

hishandsundertheshirtandrunningitonmyback.

Thusgivingmegoosebumpsandbutterfliesinmy

tummy.

"Ohhreally?"Iaskedseductively."Yeah,eventhe

wheatherisonourside"hesaidlookingoutthe

balcony.Itwascloudyoutside."Howaboutyoustart

bygettingintothatshowerandI'llgettingus

somethingtoeatandthenwecandiscussfurther

detailsaboutthissnackingoneachotherthing"I

suggested."Makeitquick"hesaidflippingmeunder

andrushingtothebathroom.Igiggledandwent

downstairs,thecookwasdonewithbreakfast.The

timewas8am.Iputeachofeverythingintwoplates

andtwoglassesofpormagranatejuice.Putitona

trayandcarrieditupstairstoourroom.Hewasstill

intheshower.Iputthetrayonthecarpetnearthe



bed."HurryupbeforeIchangedmymind."Icalled

outclosingandlockingthedoor.Hecameoutfive

minuteslaterwithatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist

andwipinghishandswiththeotherone.Hewalked

uptome,Iwassittingontheedgeofthebed."Did

yousaysomething?"Heasked."Me?,No"Isaid

unwrappinghistowel.Hisdickstillmanagedto

makemyswallowmysalivainshockandfear.Itwas

semi-hard."I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyouthis,did

yougetaenlargementdoneonjuniordownhere"I

askedtakingitinmyhand,ithardlyfitted.He

chuckled,"it'snotthatbig"hesaid.Istartedgiving

himahandjob."It'shuge,veryveryhuge"Isaid

movingmyhandupanddownhisshaft.Ifinallytook

itintomymouth,hegrabbedmyhead,eyesslightly

closed.Ikeptonmovingitinandout,deepatthe

endofmymouthuntilitwasreallyhard.Keptmy

eyesonhim.Hewasmoaningabit,hethentookit

outandkneeleddownInfrontofme.Kissedme

whilehewasunbuttoningtheshirtIwaswearing.I

tookitoffandmybreastswereexposedtohim.he

pulledmeclosertohisbody,gotinbetweenmy

thighs.Wewerekissingwhilehewascaressingmy



bodyespeciallymyhelplesswaist.Hemovedbacka

bit,tookoneofmyfirmbreastsintohisbigmanly

hands.Massagedandsqueezedit,hethentookit

intohismouthandstartedsuckingonit.Havingno

mercyonmynipple,hedidthesamewiththeother."

Mmh"amoanescapedmymouth.Thebudinmy

valleyoffirewasthrobbinginexcitement.Iwas

alreadyhalfwaywetforhim.Hepushedmeback,I

layedonmybackandhepulledmylowerbody

closertotheedgeofthebed,mylegswerespread

wide.TheG-stringIwaswearingdidnojusticetomy

pussy.Hepulleditupandthestringwentdeepinto

mypussy,hewasteasingme.Hethenpulleditaside,

putoneofmylegsonhisshoulderandstarted

suckingonmyvalleyoffire.Myhandfinditwayto

hisheadandtheundergrabbingtheshirts.Iraised

myupperbodyabitjusttolookathim,thefactthatI

lookedathimgotmedrippingwetterthanbefore.

Hewouldpulledmybudoutwithhispinklips,he

keptongoingonandon.Ihadmyeyesclosed,biting

mylowerlipInecstasy.Hetheninsertedhistwo

fingers,startedfingerfuckingmeslowlywhile

massagingmybudwithhisthumb.Hereplacedhis



fingerswithhisactuallongfatdick."Fuck..."I

exclaimedashehadputitallinsideme,waydeeper.

Hestoodupwithitinme,myasswasliterallyinthe

air.Mylegsaroundhiswaist.Hestartedtomovein

andoutslowlywhilehewasholdingmyassup.He

movedincircularmotions,hegraduallyincreased

hispace."Ohhfuck.."Isaidthroughoutmymoans.

Hemovedinandoutfasterandfaster.Hepulledout,

toldmetobendoversothathecouldtapitfrom

behind.Thattherewasmyweakestsexposition.He

startedteasingmewithit,insertingithalfway.His

headplaywithmyclitorisuntilIpleadedwithhimto

fuckme."Harder..."Isaidaggressively,warnmeto

neversaythatagain.Hegotmyvalleyoffire

vandalised.Hewasspankingandfucking."FuckI'm

Cumming"Isaidhelplessly."Notyet..."Hesaid

fuckingdestroyingmypussy."Shit.."hegroaned.I

releasedandhefollowedlateron.Likehellmypussy

wasonfire,likelavaitwas.

.

2hourslaterwewalkeddownstairs,hisarmsaround

myshoulder.Wewerebothwearingsneakers,jeans



vestsandbigjackets.Iwaswearingawhiteone

whileheworeablackone.Hiswasunzipped,mine

halfzippedandmyshoulderwasout.Hehadhireda

jeep,sinceitwasasportscarandtherewereonly

limosthere.Itwasdroppedoffanhourearlier."

Lookwhofinallydecidedtograceuswiththeir

presence."Amandasaidreadingsomemagazine

whilesittingonthecouch.Shewassittingwith

EsihleandDivyathere."Goodmorningguys"Isaid

tryingtopullawayfromSalvatorebuthepulledme

backattohim."Wherearetheothers?"Salvatore

asked."Someareintown,othersdownthebeach

andsomeintheirrooms."Esihlesaid."Wearegoing

outforashortdrive"Isaid."Bebackaround5,we

willbeplaying.monopolygame"Amandasaid."And

guystrytosuppressyourgroaningandmoaning

whileyou'refucking.Someofusaresingle"Divya

said.Iwassoembarrassing,faceflashedSalvatore

wasjustlaughing."We'lltrytorememberthatthe

nexttimeD"hesaidsalutinglikeasoldierandthen

weexitedthehouse."Thatwassoembarrassing"I

saidchucklingunbelievingly."Ifoundithilarious"he

saidgettingintohissideoftheJeepwhileIgotinto



mine."Whereto"heasked."Youdecide,I'venever

beentoCaliforniabefore.Supriseme"Isaid."I'm

notgoodwithsurprised"hesaid."I'matakeyouto

themall,dosomeshoppingorsomething"hesaid."

ButIdidthatyesterday"Isaid."Iwasn'tthere,I'm

sureyoudidn'tgetJordanairMaxsneakersyou've

beenlongingforbutifshoppingisn'twhatyouwant

then.Wewilloptforsomewaterslides,it'sanhour

awayfromthecity"hesaidshrugginghisshoulders.

"Let'sstartatthemall"Isaid."Mmh"hesaid."

What?,Besides.Ineedaswimmingcostume"Isaid

actinginnocent.Sowedidjustthat.Wehadalots

offunthatday,bestdayofthevacationever.

.

Aweeklater

.

Amanda'sPOV

CoraandIwereimpatientlywaitingforthe

pregnancytesttodecidemyfate.Soafteraweekof

receivingpregnancycommentsfromtheotherladies,

andthemorningsicknessandtheincreased



appetiteandmoodinessIfinallymasterdthe

couragetoaskCoratoaccompanymetotown.And

therewewereinsidetheladiesroomofsome

restaurantwaiting.Myheartwaspoundingheavily,"

relax,ifyou'vebeentakingyourpregnancy

preventionpillsthenyouareonthesafeside"she

saidbutshewasasmuchasscaredasIwas..Five

minuteslatershepickeditup."Whatdoesitsay?"I

asked.Shelookedflashed,eyespoppedout."

What?"Iasked."Letmesee"Isaidtakingitfromher

hands."No,thismustbeamistake,it'sprobablya

mistake.I'lltakeanotherone"Isaiddoingjustthat.

Therewaspityinhereyes,lijeIwasgoingcrazy.I

tookanotheroneandthenanotheronebutthetwo

lineswouldn'tchange.Ifinallygaveupandslide

downthewall,"mylife,mylifeCora.It'sruined"I

said."Don'tsaythat,everythingwillbeOK.Allyou

needtodoistellMichaelandwe'lltakeitfromthere"

shesaidtryingtoconfortmebutitwasnotworking.

Ineverwantedababy."Idon'twantababy,baby's

areanuisance.WhathaveIdone.Mylifeisruined"I

screamedinanger,tearsrunningdownmyface."I

don'twantthisbaby"Iscreamedhittingmytummy



sohard."Stopit,stopit.whatareyoudoing"she

askedholdingmyhand."Idon'twantababy,ababy

isthelastthinginmylifeplan.Ineverdreamedof

beingamother,IdoubtMichaeldreamsofbeinga

fathertoo.Weneverdiscussedhavingbabies.Even

ifwedid,Idon'twantababy"Ishouted."Justshut

up,ababyisnotanuisance.Shutup,youdon'tknow

whatyou'resaying''sheshoutedembracingme.

Almost15minuteslaterIstoppedcrying,Istoodup

andwalkedtowardsthemirrors.Wipedawaymy

tears."WhyamIcrying,it'snottoolateyet.Mylifeis

notruined,Ihaveanidea.I'mnotgoingtogetmylife

ruined"Isaidsmiling."You'renotthinkingofwhatI

amthinkingyou'rethinking,right?"Sheasked

frowning."I'mgoingtodoit,getitdoneandthen

everythingwillgetbacktonormal.I'mgoingtoget

mylifeback"Isaidsmilingwithhope."NoAmanda,

no.You'renotgoingtodothis,I'mnotgoingtolet

youcommitsuchasin."Shesaidshakingherhead

indisagreement."Ifyouwereevermytruefriend,

you'regoingtosupportmethroughthis"Isaidshe

keptonshakingherheadno.Igotoutofthe

bathroomandsearchedforthenearestclinicon
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.

CoraandAmandaweresittinginthewaitingroomof

someprivateclinic.Amandatappingherfootin

impatience,Corakeptonlookingatthedoorandher

phone.Shekeptonsayingasmallprayer,"patient

number12"thenursecalledoutcarryingaboardof

list.AmandastoodupandCorafollowed,theywere

walkingdownthecorridorwhenMichaelcalledout

forAmanda.SheturnedaroundandsodidCora,

Corasighedinrelief.HewaswalkingwithSalvatore,

"whatishedoinghere,youcalledhimhere?"

AmandaaskedlookingatCorawithtearyeyes."I'm

sorry"thatallCorasaid."Sorry?,Itrustedyouand

youbetrayedme"shesaidshakinghishead



unbelievingly."Youwantedtokillmybaby"Michael

askedhershakingherbodyviolentlywhenhe

reachedtoher.Shelookedupathim,throughher

mistyeyes."Answermedammit"heaskedshouting

withsomuchangertowardsAmanda,forthefirst

timeshesawhatredinhiseyesforher."Yes,yes,I

don'twantthisbaby.It'sacurse"sheshoutedangry.

"Don'tfuckingcallmybabyacurse,howdareyou"

sheshoutedthroughhistears.Hewasholdingher

upwithhertracksuits.ButtoAmandadeathwasjust

nothingnearoneofherfears.Helethergoandkept

onwalkingaroundwhilecursing."Idon'twantthis

babyMichael,Idon'twantanybody'sbaby.What

goodcouldcomeoutofacriminal'sbaby,youdon't

getalongwithyourparents.Ihardlyseemine,I'm

justeighteenyearsold.idon'twantthisbaby,it'sa

curse.Thebiggestmistakeofmylife"sheshouted.

Hechargedforherandslappedherhardacrossthe

face,hewasabouttohitheragainwhenCoragotin

betweenthem.SalvatoreheldMichaelback."We

don'thitwoman,trustmeyoudon'twanttobethat

kindofman"Salvatoresaidinhisear.Hecalmed

downabit,"youmightaswellkillme,killmealone



withthisstupidthinginsidemywomb,Idespiseyou

Michael.IdespisethedayImetyou"shesaidcrying

withsomuchangerandresentmenttowards

Michael."Excuseme,wouldyoupleaseloweryour

voices"thenursesaid.Michaelwalkedoutofthe

clinicfuming."Let'sgo"Salvatoresaidpulling

Amandaoutside,Coratookboththeirbagsandleft.

"Letgoofme"Amandashoutedshruggingher

shouldersinanger."I'mnotgoingtotakethatrisk,

getinthecar"Salvatoresaidopeningthedoorofthe

Jeepwhichwasoutsidetheclinic.Heforcefullygot

herinsideandgotinthedriversside,Coragotinon

theotherside.Michaelwasnotaround,itwas

drizzling."WhataboutMichael"Coraasked

concernedabouthim."Hewillbefine"hesaid.

Amandawascryingatthebackseat,shestartedto

gethiccups.

.

Amandawasthefirstonetogetoutofthecarwhen

itstoppedInfrontofthehouse.Sherushedupstairs

intotheirroom."Issheokay"Buhleasked."Notnow

please"Corasaidwalkingupstairstoo.Everyone



wasleftinanawewhenSalvatorewalkedupstairs

too."Weird"Mbuthocommented.Corawalkedinto

Amanda'sroom."Shefoundhercryinginthecorner

oftheroom,shehadfoldedherbodyclosely

together.CorawalkeduptoherandsetInfrontof

her."Youprobablyhatemerightnow,icantakethat.

YourhatredandangerbutI'mnevergoingtostop

correctingyouwhenyou'rewrong.Likeanelder

sisterimgoingtoplaymypart...IfIallowedyouto

commitsuchagravesinthenIwouldn'thavebeen

yourtruefriendatall.Ididn'twantyou,Idon'twant

youtowakeup20yearslaterandaskyourself'what

if?'whatifyouhadkeptthatbaby.Idon'twantyou

wakingup20yearslaterandbewonderinghowold

he/shewouldhavebeen.Ifshe/hewouldhavegot

hisfather'sbeautifuleyesoryourblondehaireven

maybeyoursmile.Idon'twantyouwakingup20

yearslaterandbewonderingifthefactthatyou

neverconceivedagainwasthecourseofthat

abortion,Iwanttoseeyouhappy.Withnoregrets,

livingyourlifetothefullest.Ourfriendshipmight

breaktodaybecauseofmybetrayalbutknowone

thingifIhadto,I'ddoitagain.I'dbetrayyouagain



justtosaveaninnocentsoul,tosaveyoursoulfrom

burninginthepitsofhell.Andonemorething,I'll

neverstopbeingyoursister.YoumightstopbutI'd

never,I'llalwaysbetheretocorrectyouwhenyou

makeamistake"Corasaidbravely.Amandaraised

herheadupandlookedatherwithsomuch

abhorrenceinhereyes."Lookwho'sherejudging

me,betweenyouandIwebothknowthatyouareno

saintCora.You'retheworstofthesinner'soutthere,

thenerveyouhavetocomehereandpreachtome.

Yousoldyourbodytomakealiving,probablyhada

thousandabortionsthroughoutthewholeprocess.I

hateyouCora,ifIwasgoingtogotohellthenso

we'reyou"shesaidthenclickedhertongue.Cora

justsmiled,"whatareyousmilingat"sheasked."

I'mjustsmilingbecauseIknowthatmybestfriend,

mytwinsister,mybitch,theonewhousedtocallme

ZeeorCoh,theoneIusedtocallMandyor

Mandison,mypalwouldneversaythosewordsyou

justuttered.Shewouldnever,she'sprobablyinthere

beingcontrolledbythestupidhormones.She'll

comebacktohersensesanddotherightthing,

she'dneverremindmeofmysinsbecauseIknow



them.IknowmydemonsMandy,theyhauntme

everynowandthen,theyknowmysoulmorethani

do.I'dprobablyneverhavechildrenAmanda,what

doyouthink.ThatI'mhappy?,No.Myfathergotme

pregnantandhadmeabortthebaby.Itwould

probablybesixyearsoldRightnow,callmea

mother,it'dbesuchatwistedsituationbecauseit

wouldalsohavetocallmeasister.DoyouthinkI'm

happy?,No.Iwasretrievedofmypride,myvirginity

andhereyouarewhippingupoverababythatwas

madewithsomuchloveandpassion.Doyouknow

howmuchIwasIcouldrestoremyselfbacktothat

12yearoldgirlwhowassonaiveandinnocent,yes

shewasunhappybutatleastherbodyandsoulwas

pure.You'recryingbecauseyouare18yearsand

pregnant,wow.Trytoimaginebeing13and

pregnantandthentheonlymanwhowassupposed

toprotectyoutellsyouthesurgerythatwas

performedonyouwastoremovetheappendix,the

excruciatingpainandsuffering,thedumppadIhad

tochangenowandthen.Ifyouthinkthatthat's

worsetryandgetintotheshoesofagirlwhowas

sixteenandhomelesstheonewhohadtosleepwith



differentmenwithdifferentdicksandpersonalities.

Therearemanyoutthere,probablyhungryasI

speak.beingphysicalassaultedbytheirguardiansas

wespeak,probablyabortingtheirkidsaswespeak.

Thinkaboutthosewomenstayinginabusive

marriagesforthesakeoftheirchildren,theones

whoareorphanedbeforetheycouldevencrawl,the

onessleepingunderthecoldunforgivingbridge,the

oneswhohasandhavebeenforyearslisteningto

theirmother'scriesastheirfathersdailyhitthemto

pulp,whatabouttheoneswhohadtowatchtheir

parentsdiewhilelyingunderthatbed.Andyethere

youarescaredthatmaybeyou'dturnouttobelike

yourparents,theoneswholeftyoualoneatsucha

tenderage.Atleastthey'remakingsomechangeout

their,helpingthosewhocan'taffordmedicalcare.At

leastyougettochatwiththem,seethemduring

everyholiday.Atleastyouknowthatthey'rethere.

Whataboutme,I'dnevereverseemymotheragain.

DoyouknowhowmuchIlongforamother'stouch.

Youdon'tknowthemiserlyandagonizingpain,Ihad

towatchasotherkidswerebeingfetchedbytheir

mothers.Readmyselftobed,Ipromisedmyselfone



thingthatI'dnevereverbelikemyparents,myfather.

ThatI'dbethebestparentever,eventothosekids

whomIdidn'tcarryforninemonths.Imgoingto

makeachange,bethatchange.Andhereyouare

worryingthatyourkidmightturnouttobelike

his/herfather,acriminalright?.Yeshe'sacriminalI

agreebuthe'saprimalthatlovesyousomuch.You

wantsomethingperfect?,Guesswhatthere's

nothingperfectinthisworld.Everythinghasitflaws,

it'sevenhardtofindtruelove.Andhereyouare

complainingwhileyouhaveeverythinganyonecould

everdreamof...whateveryoudopleasebringback

mybestfriend.Theonewhoisselflessand

reasonable"shesaidwipingawayhertearsand

standingup.LeavingAmandasittinginthesame

position,tearsrunningdownhercheeks.Shepassed

bySalvatorewhowasstandingoutsidethedoor.

Mostlikelytohaveheardtheirentireconversation.

.

Corawalkedpasshimandwentintotheirroom,she

wenttothebathroomandwashedherredfaceon

thebasin,shewipeditlookingherselfinthemirror.



Sheputthetowelbacktowhereitwasandwentto

thebalcony.Therewasbreezingwindenoughto

calmherdown,shehadhereyesclosed.Justfeeling

theseabreezehitherfacegently.Listentothe

soundofthewavesastheyhittheshore.Shehad

footstepscomingcloser,hisColognegavehim

away.Hestoodnexttoherwithoutexchangeany

wordstheystayedlikethatforalmostwhatfeltlike

eternity."Doyouwanttogohome"hefinallybroke

thesilence.Sheopenedhereyesandlookedathim

foramoment,''yes"shesaidnodding."Iwanttoget

outofhereJoaquin"shesaidrushingintohiswarm

arms."Iwanttogohome,I,I..."...shecouldn'ttalk

anylonger."Shhhshhhit'sokay.I'mgoingtobook

usthefirstflightout.Don'tcry"hesaidbrushingher

hair."Thisvacationturnedouttobemyworst

nightmare."Shesaidsobbing."Shhh,it'sfine.We

aregoingtogohome.It'sgoingtobeyou,meand

Lore.WearegoingtospendChristmastogether

Infrontofthefireplacewithmarshmallows.Forget

aboutthis,forgetaboutAmandashedoesn't

deserveyou."Hesaid,shebackedupabitand

smiledathimthroughhertears.Shelookedhorrible,



eyesswollen.Mucousdroolingoffhernoise.He

tookouthishandkerchiefandwipedherfaceclean."

I'dlikethat"shesaid."You'regoingtogetjustthat,

stopcrying.You'reruiningyourprettyface"hesaid

smiling,hehadtearswailinginhiseyes."MaybeI

shouldhavejustlethergoaheadwiththeabortion,

youknow.Maybethenshewouldn'thatemeso

much,I'vebetrayedherforthesecondti—..."Stop

talking,whateveryoudidwasright,youdiditforher

owngood.She'llthankyoulater.Rightnowlet'sjust

packourbagsandgetoutofhere"hesaid.She

nodded,"let'sdoonething,goandtakeawarmlong

showerandI'llpackourbags.Youcouldusesome"

hesaidkissingherforehead.Theydidjustthat,he

packedherbagandthenhis.30minuteslaterhe

wasdone,someofherclotheswerepackedinhis

suitcasebecauseshehadshoppedlikea

shoppaholictheotherday.Shegotoutofthe

showerwithatowelwrappedaroundherbody."

Wearthese"hesaidshowinghersometracksuits

andundergarmentswhichwassittingalongwithher

toiletrybag."I'llgoandtelltheothersthatwe'llbe

leavingwiththenextfourhours.I'vebookedthe



flightticketsonline"hesaidwalkingtowardsthe

door."Joaquin,thankyou"shesaidstoppinghimon

histracks.Heturnedbacktoher,heldherfacefrom

bothsides."Iddoanythingforyou,there'snoneed

togetformalwithme"hesaid."Allyouhavetodois

smileforme"hesaid.Butshestartedtogetserious

again,"what'swrong?"Heasked."I,Ijustwishwe

hadmetunderdifferentcircumstances,Youknow.

Maybebumpintoeachotherinsomesortofa

library,noarestaurantyeahpossible.Orwec—..."

Thinkaboutitthisway,ifyourlifewasnormalthenI

wouldn'thavemetyou.Wewouldn'thavemet,Ilove

youalongwithyourpastandimperfections"hesaid

thenhuggedher."Iseeallthissadtalkisbecause

you'retoolazytogetdressed.I'mgoingtohelpyou

getdressed"hesaidmakinghergiggle."No,I'lldoit

myself"shesaidgiggling."No,I'mnottakingano

forananswer...comeon"hesaidtakingherchannel

bodylotion."Salvatore..."Shesaiddraggingherfeet.

"Comeon"hesaid,droppeddownhertowel.He

startedmoisturizingherbody,armtoarm,theface

andthenthechest,tummyandwaist"you'retickling

me"shesaidgiggling."Comeonspreadyourlegs"



hesaid.Shedidjustthat,andshemoisturizedher

feetuptoherlegsandthenherthighs.Sheclosed

hereyesslightlywhenhewasmoisturizingherinner

thighs.andthenherass,"areyouOK?"Heasked

lookingatherwhileshehadhereyesclosed.She

noddedbittingherlip.Hetoolherpantiesandmade

herwearthemandthenthenbraandthenthe

trackpants,vestandJersey,socksandsneakers."

Areyousureyou'reok?"Heaskedzippingupher

Jersey."IthinkIneedtopee"shesaidrushingtothe

bathroom,hejustlaughedandwentdownstairs.

.

"Whatdoyoumeanyou'releaving,why,What

happened?"Tiaxiangasked."Lookitisnotmyplace

toexplain,Iwasjustlettingyouknow.Youguys

enjoytherestofyourholidays.MygirlfriendandI

aregoinghome"Salvatoresaidcalmly."What

happenedKong?"Mbuthosaidsippingcoffeehis

whiskey."She'sjustnothappyhere,we'regoing

hometospendChristmaswithoursonthat'sall.If

youreallywanttoknowIthinkyoushouldtalkto

AmandaandMichael.Ourplanisdepartingwithin



thenext3hrs/30minutes.Webettergettothe

airport.I'mgoingtotakeashower"hesaidlooking

athiswristwatch."Bro,you'releaving.Justlike

that?"Sibonisoaskedsaddenedbythewaythings

weregoing.Agoodholidayhadturnedintoa

disaster."We'releavingBesides,youguyshaveonly

fourdaysleft.We'llseeyouonthe29nth...yeah

beforeIforgetMbuthopleasedomeafavourandbe

hereonthe28thduringafternoon,I'llleavethe

Jeep'skeystoyou"hesaid."Sureman"hesaidand

theyhandshaked.Hewentupstairsandtookaquick

shower,Amandawasstillinherroom,undercovers.

Michaelwasstillnotback.SalvatoreandCoracame

downstairswiththeirssuitcases."I'mgoingtomiss

youguys"Corasaidastheygrouphuggedwiththe

girls."Ihategoodbyes"Esihlesaidtryingtohold

backhertears."Sisterinlaw"Corasaidhuggingher

exclusively."Don'tcutthecakeyet"shewhispered

intoherears.Esihle'seyedjustpoppedout."Let's

go"Salvatoresaidashewasdonesayinggoodbye

totheboys."SeeyouguysinSA"Corasaidtothe

guys."Thehousewillbesoquietwithoutyou"

Rajeshsaidandtheyallgiggled."I'lltakethatasa



compliment"shesaidsmiling."Sisterinlaw"

Sibonisosaidwalkingtowardsherandhuggingher."

Okay,that'senough"Salvatoresaidpullinghimaway.

"Seeyousoonguysandwewilltakecareofyour

kids"hesaidbeforetheygotoutofthehouse,they

alljustlaughed,packedtheirbagsinthebootgot

insidethelimoandthedriverdroveofftotheairport.

.

Michaelwalkedintothedarkroomandturnedon

thelights,Amandawassittingontheedgeofthe

bed.Itwasalmostmidnight,shewalkedtowardsthe

couchandsetthere."Iwas24yearsoldwhenmy

twobrothersdied.Ihadjustbeenpromotedto

becomeadetective.IwasgoodatwhatIwasdoing,

workingwithcriminalshasneverbeeneasy.Iused

toreceivethreatsnowandthenandthenonedaywe

werejustchillingathome.Whentherewasabreak

in,luckilyourparentswereawayonvacationwith

theyoungertwin.Itwasjustme,mytwinbrotherand

theelderbrother.Wewereplayingcards,theymade

inseemlikearobbery.Mytwobrotherswereshot

rightInfrontofmeandIwastiedinachairtowatch.



FromtheirconversationIrealizedwhotheywere

workingfor,thenotoriousgangleaderIhadjust

arrested.Theywantedhimrealized,wantedhis

docketandIwasworkingonhiscase.That'showI

metkingKong,hehelpedmegetmyrevenge.For

thefirstyearIusedtogohome,butthelookinmy

mother'seyesmademetotakeadecisiontonever

comebackhome.Isupportedthemfinancial,

sometimesI'dpassbyorgotoseethetwinat

school.SinceIhadjoinedthegangitwasneversafe

forthemanotherreasonwhyIhadtostayaway.I

knowthatmymotherblamesmefortheirdeath,

eventhoughshehadneversaiditbutiknowandI

don'tblameher.Iresentmyselftoo,Iblamemyself

toofortheirdeath...Ican'tallowyoutodeprivemeof

thisonechancetostartanormalfamily,i

understandifyoudon'twanttohaveakidwithme.

JustletitgrowupandI'lltakecareofit.Pleasedon't

denymeofthisonechancetobehappyagain.I'm

beggingyou..."Hesaidthenkeptquietforawhile."

I'msorryforhittingyou...I'mgoingtosleepin

Salvatore'sroom"hesaidstandingupandgoingto

thecloset,hepackedhisclothesandpulledthe



suitcasetothemainbedroom.Amandawasjust

sittinginthesameposition,tearsrunningdownher

face.Shereallyneverwantedtobeamother.Not

nownotever,whatkindofmotherwasshegoingto

be.Shecouldhardlytakecareofherself,wasshe

goingtobejustlikeherparentswholeftherallalone.

Withnorelativesnothing.Justherandthecaretaker,

andthenwhensheturned17itwasjustheralone,

thedriverwhodriverhertoschool.Theparttime

caretaker.Wasshegoingtojustprovidethekidwith

moneyandhopeforthebest.What'stheuseof

givingsomeonelifeisyou'dfailtonurturethemand

showthemtherightpath.Shetookashowerand

camebacktobed,sleptnakedcuddleduptothe

pillow.

.

Corawaswokenupbythecryingbabies,notjust

onebutmany.TheyhadarrivedinSAaround2:00am

andgothomearoundthree.Theywentstraightto

bed."Mmh"Salvatoregroanedclosingherearswith

apillow.Coragotuprubbinghereyesandwalkedto

thebathroom.Washedherfaceandmouth.She



walkeddownstairs,thehousewasfilledwithkids

somecrawling,somerunningaround.Somanytoys.

"Goodgrief,whathappenedhere?"Sheasked.The

timewas9am."GoodmorningauntCora"Priya's7

yearoldsonsaid.Hewasplayingwitharemote

controlledcar."GoodmorningAmit,wherearethe

nannies"sheaskedastonished."Ournappyis

changingchallu'sdiapers.Someareinthelaundry

roomandkitchen."Heexplained."Okay,sowhere's

Lorenzo"sheasked.He'supstairsinhisroom."He

said."Okay,thanks...who'sbabyisthat?"Sheasked

uponseeingthecrawlingaroundbaby."Uncle

Kevin'sbaby"theboysaid."Myhousehasturned

intoadaycarecenter"shesaideyespoppedout.

Shepickedupthecutebabywhohadhisfather's

eyes."Heyyou,ain'ttosupposedtobeinyourbaby

cot,sleeping?"Sheaskedplayfully.Shewalkedwith

thebabyupstairs."Don'tyoujustlookcute?"She

asked.Sheputthebabydownassoonasshesaw

babyLore."Ohh,mycuteboy.Thecutestofthem

all"shesaidpickinghimup.BabyLorejustgiggled

asifhehadjustrecognizedher.Whoknowsmaybe

hedid."Whohasbeentakingcoffeeyousinceaunt



Petuniaisgone,huh"sheaskedspinningthebaby

around.Shekissedhimallovertheface."Imissed

you,goshIdidn'trealizehowmuchImissedyou

untilnow"shesaid."Wheredoyouthinkyou're

goingLittlek"sheaskedpickingupKevin'sbaby

whowascrawlingtowardsthebathroom.Shenow

carriedboththekids."Youguysareheavy...ouch,

stoppullingmyhair"shesaidtoKevin'sbabywho

wasbusypullingherherhair.Shecarriedbothof

themdownstairs.Shefoundsomeofthenannies

there."Helloguys"shesaidputtinglittlekdown."Hi

Cora"shehadPetuniasay.Walkinginfromthe

kitchen,"p,you'restillhere?"Sheasked."Yeah,Mr

SalvatoreofferedtopaymeextraifIstayedtillyou

guysmadeitback"shesaid."AndNina!"Coraasked

loudly."She'sstillnotreachable.Iwentbyher

apartmentsomeotherdaybutshewasnotthere"

sheexplained."Wherecouldshebe,shecan'tjust

disappearoutofnowhere.Whatkindofamoth—

anyways.YoucangohomesinceI'mhereI'lltake

careofLorenzo"shesaidcryingstillpuzzledby

Nina'sdisappearance."Thanks,you'resokind"she

said."It'sfine,Loreismybabytoo..isn'tthatright



boyboy"sheaskedplayingwiththebabywhokept

ongiggling."Guys,ifyoucouldpleasetakethekids

tooneoftheguestrooms,orbetteryetLorenzo's

room.It'schaoticinhereandthefurnitureisgetting

ruinedwiththeselittleguysrunningaround"shesaid

tothenanniesothersagreedwithoutanyissues,

someweregivingherstrangelooksbutthat'sjust

humansare.

.

"Papaissleeping,isn'thejustcute"sheasked

gettingundercoverswithLorenzo."Letuscapture

thismoment"shesaidtakingherphoneoutand

makingavideooftheThreeofthem."Let'sposea

bit,alittlebitofpoutingwon'tkillyoubabyLore.

Whysoserious"shesaidthentickledthebabywho

justburstedintolaughter.''that'smorelikeit"she

saidchuckling."Let'sseehowPapapouts"shesaid

puttingthebabyonherthighsandpullingSalvatore's

cheekstogetherwhilecapturingthemoment."Cora

stop"Salvatoresaidannoyed."Wakeup"shesaid

kissinghimallovertheface.3minuteslaterhesat

upright."Geezyoucanbesuchanagsometimes"



Salvatoresaidwhining."Anagthatyouareinlove

with,yeah"shesaidkissinghercheek."BabyLoreis

here"shesaidgivinghimthebaby."Isn'thejust

cute"sheaskedbypouting."EnzomybodyIhope

whenyougrowupyoudon'tgetattractedtocrazy

womanlikeher"hesaidtakingthebaby."Oh,you

havegainedsomeweightbuddy"hesaid."Let'stake

afamilypic,saystrawberries"shesaid."Hecan't

talkyouknow?"Salvatoresaidgiggling."Youjust

shutandsaystrawberries"Corasaidsocontrolling."

Geez....strawberries"theysaidinunision."It'sa

greatvideoisn'tit"shesaidlookingatit."Ithought

youweretakingpictures"hesaidfrowning."No

problem,wewillgetapictureoutofit"shesaid

pushinghisfaceaway."You'resuchabully"he

complained."Blahblahblah,Iloveyoutoo"she

said.hejustsmiledandshookhishead.Seeing

Lorenzojustlighteneduphermood,heputasmile

onherface.

.

Commentandlike
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Amanda'sPOV

.

Iwokeupfeelingnauseousandsweaty.

ConsideringthefactthatIwasnakedIcouldsay

thatthepregnancygotmehard.Irushedtothe

bathroomanddidmybusiness,Ididn'tnotice

MichaelwhowassittingonthecouchtillImadeit

backtomyroom.AllofasuddenIdidn'tfeelgoodin

myownskin,"you'vebeensittingtherethewhole

night?"Iaskedbuthedidn'tanswer.Hekepton

sippingonhiscoffee,Iwentbacktothebathroom

andgotintotheshowerandshoweredwithcold

water.Igotout,wrappedatowelaroundmybody

andusedanotheronetodrymyhair."Coraand

Salvatorewentbackhomeyesterday.Whateveryou

saidtoherdidn'tsitwellwithher"hesaidasIwas

goingtothecloset.Myheartskippedabit.Istopped

onmytracksbutcontinued,Ipickedoutjeansanda

whitet-shirt.Itiedthetowelaroundmyhead,hadno

energytoblowdrymyhair.Imoisturizedmybody

Infrontofthemirrorandworemypantiesand

clothesandthenthesleepers.Ifixedthebed,"did



youmeanit?"Heasked."Meanwhat?"Iasked."

Thatyoudespisemeandthedayyoumetme?"He

asked.Ilookathimforawhilethenwalkedouttosit

ononeofthecouchesinthebalcony.Iputmyfeet

uponthecouch,justlookingatthebluesea.Andthe

mist,itwasquitecoldbutwhocared.Hewalkedina

fewminuteslaterwithatrayofbreakfast,heputit

onthetableandwentbackinside.Camebackwitha

smallblanketandcoveredme."Havesomethingto

eat"hesaidwalkingawaybutIheldhishand,he

lookeddownatmeandIlookedupathim."Please

stay—"Isaidshortly.HesetdownInfrontofme.I

tookthetrayandstartedeatingslowly,hispiercing

throughmyskin.ItookthecupofteaafterIwas

doneeating,"youdidn'thavetowatchovermethe

wholenight,I'mnotgoingtodosomethingstupidor

rathersinister"Isaidlookingathim.Hecringedabit,

"Ican'ttaketherisk''hesaid,socold.ButIdidnot

blamehim,Iguessedthebondoftrustwasbroken.

Ithurts,alot."Ineversawmyselfbecoming

somebody'smother,Ineverhadsuchadream.Yesi

havedreamsaboutcommonthingsthatothersgirls

dreamof...Ihavedreamedofgettingmarried,



settlingdown,alovinghusband,abeautifulhouse

wecouldcallhome.Wherewe'dcomebackfrom

workafterlonghoursandfinallybeatpeace,Friday

night'sdinner.Butchildrenwasneverapartofthat,

atthebackofmymindIwashopingthatI'dfind

myselfsomeonewhohasthesamemindsetlikeme.

Amanwhoneverdreamedofhavingafamily,just

meandhimwouldbefinebutthenImetyou.Fell

stupidlyinlove,Iguessdestinyhasitownpersonal

agenda.Iwastakingmypreventionpillregularlyand

thoroughly,Istilldon'tgethowIfellpregnant..."I

couldn'tgoonanymore.IfIdidIwassurelygoingto

startcryingagain."Thesepregnancyprevention

methodsaren'talwaysaccurateAmanda,there's

thatpercentagethat'sleftbehind.Maybewehadsex

beforeitgoteffective,Idon'tknow...Butpleasejust

don'tharmourbaby.Wecouldbeafamily,you,me

andourlittlebaby."Hesaid."Afamily?,Ifeellike

thisaccidentiscausingus,especiallyyou

inconvenience.MaybeIwasnever,notthetypeof

womanyouwantedtospendyourlifetimewithand

nowthis...thisisoneofthereasonswhyIwantedto

abortthisbaby.Andmyparents?,HowdoItellthem.



Mymother,she'llbedevastatedbythis.Theyhadme

intheir30s,witheverythingtheyhaddreamedof.I

betIwasnoteveninthelistofthingstheywant,

probablytheworstmistakeoftheirlives."Isaid

smiling,sodisappointedinmyself."There'sone

thingyoushouldknow,Iwouldneverhavedated

withyouforthewholepastfewmonthsifIWashed

seriousaboutus,aboutyou.BeforeyouIhadalotof

women,Idroppedallthatandfocussedonyou.I

loveyouAmandaTimber,yesyou'reirrational

sometimes,maybealmostallofthetimebutIstill

loveyou.Youaresometimesunapologetic,

unappreciative,insecure,childishandstubbornbut

you'realsothekindofgirlwhoadmitshermistakes

onceshespotsthemandyouownuptothem.

You'rekind-hearted,gorgeous.Lovelyandsmart.

You'restillyoungsoit'sunderstandable.Andsoon

you'regoingtobethemotherofmychild,soontobe

wife"hesaidwalkingtowardsmeandkneelingdown.

"AmandaTimberwouldyoudomethehonorsof

beingmywife?"Heaskedkneelingdown,everything

washappeningsofastthatIcouldn'twrapmymind

aroundit."Mandy?...Mandy?"Ihadhimcallmy



namefaintlyuntilIcamebacktoplanetearth."

Mhh?"Isaidsojumpy."Wouldyou?"Heasked."

LookMichael,Idon'twantustorushthingsandthen

endupregrettingit.Letuswaitalittlebitmoretime...

Ineedtimetothink.Everythingishappeningsofast,

Idon'twanttobeoneofthosepeoplewhoget

divorcedwithinonemonthofmarriage.''Isaidafter

sighingheavily.Hiseyesdartedallovermyface,"I

hopeyouunderstand"Isaid.Imustsay,himgetting

closertomekindofdisgustedme."Ifthat'swhat

youwantthenImwillingtowait,wewilldothisat

yourownpace"hesaidandInodded."It'swhatI

wantandIthinkweshouldbookourflighttickets

out.There'snothingtoliveforhere"Isaid."Yeah,

thisvacationturnedouttobeadisaster"hesaid

standingupandwalkingtowardsthebalcony

railings.HisColognehitmynose,"excuseme"Isaid

standingupbeforeitgotmehard.Iwentdownstairs

andtherewasnoonethere,exceptforBuhlewho

waswhippinginthekitchen.Ihadnotimeto

entertainher,Isetonthecouch.Tooktheremote

controllerandwrappedmyselfinmyblanket.Afew

minuteslaterIwasjoinedbyEsihleonthecouch,



shepulledmyblanketandcoveredherself."What

happenedtoyoursisterinlaw"Iaskedcuriously."

Mxmhaven'tyouheard"sheaskedthrowingfurious

staresatBuhle."Heardwhat?"Iaskedfrowning."

Thatinsolentwomancheatedonmybrother,she

wascaughtlastnight.It'sgoodthatmybrothergave

heragoodbeatingnxaungratefulbitch"shesaid

angrily."SeemslikeI'mnottheonlyonewho's

burning,howdidshegetcaught?"Iaskedchuckling.

"ThisisnotalaughingmatterMandy,mybrotheris

devastatedinthatroomandhereyouarechuckling."

Shesaidupset."Therearewaymoreworsethings

thanyourbrother'swifecheatingonhimatleastshe

gotafewbeatings...weallhaveourownproblems"I

saidseriously."Whathappenedbetweenthefourof

youguys,CoraandSalvatoreleftinherhurry.Cora

lookedsad."Sheasked."Let'sjustsayImessedup,

I'mgoingtoSAtofixthings.Ifnottodaythenmaybe

tomorrow"Isaidlookinganywherebuther."

WhateveryoudidbrokeCora'sheart,Iwonderwhat

shedidtoyou.Alonzowasfurious,onethinghe

hatesforsureistoseeCoraunhappy"shesaid

scaringmeevenmore."Comingdownherewas



suchabad,I'mgoingtomyroom"Isaidstandingup.

.

Cora'sPOV.

.

"MerryChristmasmylove"Isaidlookinginto

Salvatore'seyes.Wewerestillsittingonbed,justthe

threeofus.Helookedatmeseriouslyandthenhis

eyesdartedfrommyeyestomylips.Hedrewhis

headclosertomine,Ididthesametoo.Putmyhead

atthebackofhisheadandwekissedpassionately

thatIwasleftbreathless,Iwaslookingfor

somethinginhiseyesandthereifoundit.He

wantedmorejustlikeIdid,Ismiledabit."I'mgoing

toneedadriverandyoursubandyourblackcard.I

wasrequestedbytheparentstobuyafewgiftsfor

thekids,they'llrepayyouoncetheyreturn.I'lltakea

fewnannieswithme"Isaid."andthekids,who'llbe

leftwiththekids?"Heaskedeyespoppedout."A

fewnannies"Isaidcasually."What'safew,really?.

Therearefivenannieshere.Let'ssayyoutakethree

along,youcalltwoafew?"Heasked,actingso



smartwithme."BabyIkindofsetPetuniafree,

sinceI'mbackI'lltakecareofLorenzo"Isaideyes

closedslightly."Youdidwhat?,Doyouknowwhat

thismeans?"Heasked.Ishookmyheadno."This

meansthatwe'renotgoingtohaveasmuch

snackingoneachotheraswewant."Hesaid."

Comeon,Loreissuchahumblebaby...Whereisher

motherifImayask?"Iaskedanyways."Somewhere

inNigeriawithherboyfriend.Herphoneis

unreachable,I'lljustdoonething.I'llaskforhissole

custodythenshecanfinallybefree"hesaidso

angrily."No,don'tdothat.She'llcomearound,

everythingwillbefine.Hehastherighttobewithhis

mother,don'tdeprivehimofthat"Isaidputtingmy

headonhisshoulder."Youalwaysmanagetosee

goodnessinimpurethings,shedoesn'tdeserveto

becalledamother.Shebroughthimtoearthjustso

thatshecouldtrapme,shedoesn'tlovemyson."He

saidsoangrily."Shhh...it'sChristmasday,you

haven'tevenwishedmeamerryChristmasbuthere

youarebusywastingyourenergyonnegativethings.

You'resuchabadboyfriend"Isaidputtingmyfinger

onhislips."Sorry,mybloodjustboilsupwhenI,



anyways....MerryChristmasilmiocuerobatte"he

said.Ikissedhischeek,I'llgoandtakeashower.

Youtakecareofthebaby"Isaidgettingoffbed."I

can'twaitfornextyear"hesaidsighingheavily.Ijust

giggledandgotinsidethebathroom,Itookaquick

shower.Woremysandalsandadress,appliedsome

makeup.Ilookedjustfine."Whatareyouguys

watching?"Iaskedgettingoutoftheclosetwithmy

handbag."Someofthevideoswerecorded

overseas...Thecardininthewallet.Overthere"he

saidpointingatthecouch."Areyousure,youshould

bewatchingthosevideoswithakid"Iasked."He's

just8monthsold,relax.Bedsideshisparents

kissingissomethinghe'llhavetogetusedto"he

said."Mmh,don'tbeabadpapawhileIamgone"I

saidexitingtheroom.soIhadthelistofthingseach

andeveryparentaskedmetobuyfortheirkids.

DivyaandRajeshhadtwokidsa4yearoldgirlanda

7yearoldgirl.PriyaandMbuthohadonlyonesowho

was7yearsold,theoneiwastalkingwithealieron.

BuhleandSandilehadtwosons,1&6monthsoldone

andtheotheronewas3yearsold.Kevinandsiwe

hadaoneyearoldbabyboyandafouryearsoldgirl.



SoIhad8kidsinthehouse,includingLorenzo.So

youcanjustimaginethechaos.Itooktwonannies

alongwithme,weboughtthegift.Ialsoboughta

fewthingsforLorenzoandaChristmastree.Ittook

usfivehourstofinishshopping.Wemadeitbackto

thehousearound2pm.Wrappingthegiftswould

havebeenawasteoftimesoIoptedforgiftbags.I

hopedthatSalvatorecookedorelseweweregoing

toorderpizza.Luckilyformehewaspreparing

amealforChristmas,withLorenzoonhischairright

besidehim.Thekitchenwasatotalmess,kidswere

runningaround."Whathappenedinhere"Iasked

walkingin.Iopenedtherefrigeratorandtookouta

bottleofwater,Iwastiredalready."Don'taskme,

youleftmewith8kidsCora"hesaidturningaround.

Hewasahotmess."Andtwonannies"Isaidsmiling.

"Areyoukiddingme?,Theycouldhardlycontrol

them"hesaideyespoppedout."Comeon,it'snot

thatbad"Isaidwalkinguptohimandkissinghim

slightly."Ithinktheyshouldgobacktotheirhouses,

Iwillnotsurviveanotherdayofthis"hesaid."The

reasonwhytheirhereisforsecuritypurposes,



somethingbadmighthappenifyousendthemback

withouttheirparentsconsent.I'llhandlethis"Isaid

sighing."ThebabyisdroolingSalvatore,whathave

youbeenfeedinghim,he'sdirty"Icomplained

pickingupthesleepyLorenzo."Hisporridgeof

course,he'sbeeneatingbyhimself"hesaidcasually.

"He'shardly1yearold"Isaidunbelievingly."Relax,

justwashhimorsomething"hesaid."Relaxjust

washhimorsomething"Iimitatedhimsarcastically.

.

"Listenherelittlesoldiers,wereareabouttoplaya

game,we'reabouttoplaywhat?"Iasked."Agame

ma'am"thekidssaid,standinginlinelinesoldiers.

Theonesfrom3toabove.Thelittleoneswerebeing

washedbythenannies,includingLore."Herearethe

rulesforthegame.1asoldiermustbeclean,say

what"Iaskedwalkingaroundwithhandsonmyback.

"Asoldiermustbecleanma'am"theyrepeatedafter

melikeItoldthemto."That'sright,rulenumber2.A

soldiermuststayput,norunningaroundlike

chickens.3Isoldiermustnotmakenoise.4no

messingthehouseup.Thesoldierwhowillobeythe



rulesandregulationswillwinthebestsoldierofthe

dayaward.AmIclear"Iaskedspeakingfirmly."Yes

ma'am"theysaidsalutinglikesoldiers."Now,my

littlesoldierswillgoupstairstothenannies,agood

soldieralwayslistenstothehissuperiors.Igot

cameraseverywhereinthishouse,ifanyofyou

turnsouttobeabadsoldierthentherewillbenogift

forhimorher.Getthatsoldiers?"Iasked."Ma'am

yesma'am"theysaidstandingstraightandsaluting.

"Goodsoldiersworkasateam,nowgoupstairsin

formation.Rememberigotmyeyesonyou"Isaid

warningly."Yesma'am"theysaidwalkingy

Upstairstotakeabath.InoticedSalvatorestanding

onthekitchendoorwayasIturnedaround."How

didyoudothat?"Heaskedlookingastonishedand

impressedatthesametime."Let'sjustsayKids

likeseriousfun"Isaidfixingthepillowsonthe

couch"whatdoesthatmean?"Heaskedfrowning"I

don'tknow,really"Isaidshruggingmyshoulders,I

foundexpiredchipsonthecouch.Ineededtoto

seriouslycleaning.SoIgotthevacuumcleanerand

otherstuff,ittookmeanhourtofinishcleaningup



thesittingroomandthekitchen.AfterthatI

decoratedtheChristmastreealongwithSalvatore."

It'ssopeacefulinhere,finally"hesaidsighing."Help

meupsoIcanputthestarontop"Isaidpickingup

thestarinthebox.Hecarriedmeuponhisshoulder,

Iputthestarup."Let'sseeifthisworks",Isaid

turningonthelights.Andthetree'slightsturnedon.

"Yey"Isaidkiddinglyhechuckled.Nowthegifts.I'll

needyourhelptheretoo,Isaidwalkingtowardsthe

diningroomtablewheretheplasticsofgiftswere."I

thinkLoreisenoughasouronlykid"hesaidwhining.

"Stopcomplaining,youandIarestillgoingtomake

7babiesmore."Isaid."Inyourdreams"that'sallhe

said."Whatdoyoumean,don'tyouwanttohave

kidswithmeanymore"Iaskedsulking."That'snot

goingtoworkonme"hesaidnotbuyingmysulking

drama.

.

Soittookusthreehoursinfulltocompletethe

Christmasdaypreparation.Around6pmwewereall

inourPJs,sittingaroundthetwelvechairedtable

havingdinner.Itwassuchalovelymeal.Othertwo



nannieswerefeedingthesmallbabies.Myolder

soldiersquietandhavingtheirfood,somewere

sittingdownonthecarpetbecausetheyweretoo

shortforthetable.Ittookusanhourtofinisheating

becauseIhadtomakesurethateachandeverykid

haseatentheirfood."Areyouguysreadyfor

dessert"Iaskedchildishlyexcited."Yesma'am"they

answeredsoserious."Eauw"Isaiddisappointed.

Salvatorewouldn'tstoplaughingandthenannies

werelaughingtoo.Anywaystheyhadtheirdessert

whichwasjusticecream—badmoveforakidwho

wasabouttogotosleep.Theenergytheygained

afterthat,"okaysoldiersit'stimeforyoutogetyour

gifts"IsaidwalkingtowardstheChristmastree."

Yay!"Theyexclaimedexcited.

.

2hourslater.Wewereallsittingaroundthefire

place,withadishofmarshmallowsandsomeother

snacks.Someweresittingonthecouch,Iwas

sittingonthecarpetreadingabedtimestoryto

them.theyhadtheirtoysintheirhands,paying

attentiontoeverywordIwassaying.Salvatorewas



feedingLorenzohisformula,withbabyKevinlaying

hisheadonhislap."FromherhotelroomHolly

couldseethewavesontheocean.Shecouldseethe

peopleswimminginthewater.shecouldseepeople

sunbathingonthebeach.

Shecouldseepeoplesittingunderthebigumbrellas

attherestaurant.ButHollycouldn'tseeChristmas

.

ForHollyChristmasmeantsnow.

Pure,whitesnow.

Justperfectforsleddingonwithanewsled.

Justperfectforlyingontomakeasnowangels.

Justperfectformakingabigsnowman...butHolly

knewthateventhoughtomorrowwouldbe

December25th,shewouldn'tbeabletosee

Christmas.hollywasbornonChristmasday.

ChristmaswasHolly'sfavoritetimeofthey.She

lovedhavingherbirthdayonChristmas.Butthis

year'sitwasdifferent.Hollyandherparentshad

goneawayforChristmas,farawayfromsnow,far



awayfromthebusytime,farawayfromChristmas.

Thetriptothesunnyislandwastobeeveryone's

Christmaspresent.Nowtherewouldbenosurprises,

nopresentstoopen,therewouldbenorelatives

droppingbytosaymerryChristmas,noChristmas

cookiesshapedlikewreathsandChristmas

stockings.hollylovedherparentsshedidn'ttellthem

howshefelt.Shewantedthemtobehappyon

ChristmasdaybuttherewasnoChristmasonHolly's

heart..

OnChristmasmorning,Hollyopenedhereyes

Thesunwasshininginthewindow

Theairconditionerwashumming

ItwasChristmasmorning

ItwasalsoHolly'sbirthday.

Shewalkedtothedoorleadingtoherparents'room.

Sheknewtherewouldnosurprisesbutshewas

goingtosaymerryChristmasandgiveherparentsa

bighug.Sheopenedthedoorandstared.Shesawa

tinyChristmastreeinthecornerbythewindow.A

severalpresentsallwrappedupsittingunderthe



tree.Shesawabigsignhangingonthewallwhich

said"happybirthdayHolly"."MerryChristmas"said

Holly'smother."Andhappybirthday"saidHolly's

father.Hollylookedatherparentssmilingatherand

knewthatChristmaswasbeingtogether.Hollysaw

Christmasallaroundher.TheEnd!"Isaidtheclosed

thebook.Mostofthekidsweresleeping,some

lookingsosleepy."AuntCora,where'stheaward"

amitasked,lyingonthecarpet."I'llannouncethe

winnertomorrow,eachandeveryoneofyouwillget

theaward.Howaboutweallgotosleeprightnow,

wakemeuptomorrowmorningandyou'llallget

awardedforsuchagoodbehavior"Isaidsmilingat

him."GoodnightauntCora"hesaidstandingup."

Goodnightaunt..."Theotherssaidastheywere

leaving,theothersneededtobecarriedtotheirbeds.

.

30minuteslater."Finally"Isaidthrowingmyselfon

bedaftersuchalongday.SalvatoreputLoreonhis

babycot/chamber,hesaidhewastootiredtowalk

outatnightjusttocheckonhimsohecarriedhis

cottoourroom."Goodnight"hesaidkissingmy



forehead."Goodnight"Isaidsighingsoftly.He

coveredmeupwiththeblankets.Ican'tremember

whenIfellasleepbutIwaswokenupbythenoisei

heardcomingfromdownstairs.Itwas3amwhenI

checkedthetimeonthewallwatch.Iwalked

downstairsandfoundSalvatoreshoutingatsome

peoplewhowerestandingoutside."Babywami...

what'sgoingon.Who'sthere?"Iaskedtyingupthe

gown."It'snobodyimportant,justgobacktosleep"

hesaidsoftly.Iwalkedthereanyways.Michaeland

Amandawerestandingoutsidethedoor."Whydon't

youguyscomein...it'squitecoldoutside"Isaid

afterfeelingthecoldbreezehittingmyface."Are

yousure...afterallwhatshesaid?"Salvatoreasked

lookingatme.Inodded"it'sokay,youcanletthem

in"Isaidandheopenedthedoorwidelyforthemto

enter."Canwetalk?,Inprivate?"Amandaasked

avoidingmyeyes."Come"Isaidwalkingtowardsthe

kitchen.Imadetwocupsofgreentea,"I'msosorry

Zee.Ishouldn'thaveinsultedyoulikethat,itwas

veryhardforyoutoopenuptomeandthenlikethe

badfriendIam.Iusedyourpastagainstyou,allyou

weretryingtodowashelp.Igetthatnow,please



forgiveme"shesaid.Ihadmybackonherandwhen

IturnedaroundIfoundherkneelingdownonthe

floor."Whatareyoudoing?,Getupplease"Isaid

eyespoppedout."I'msorry"shesaidcrying."Have

sometea"Isaidofferingheracupofteaandthen

sittingdown."Sitdown"Isaid,shesetdownonone

ofthehighchairs."Couldn'tyouhavecomehere

latertoday,you'repregnantforgoodnesssake.You

shouldgetenoughsleepandrest,isthebabyOK?"I

askedtryingtoreadherfacialexpression.Isaw

whatseemedlike;surprise,fear,regretmaybe?.I

don'tknow,Iwasn'tsosureifIknewherverywell,

afterthebadsidesheshowedmetheotherday."I'm

fine,thebabyisstillaliveandwell.Iwouldn'thave

beenabletogetsomesleepanyways.Mywordsare

hauntingme,Ineededtoseeyouandapologies.I'm

sosorryCora,you'resuchagreatfriend,agreat

humanbeingandIfeellikeIsometimestake

advantageofthefactthatyou'regoodandyoulove

me.Idon'tdeservetobecalledafriend,whatIsaid

wassocruel.Evenyourworstenemywouldn'thave

saidthosehurtfulwords.Ifyoucouldpleasegiveme

justone,onemorechance.IpromiseI'llbethebest



friendever,I'mbeggingforyourforgiveness"she

saidtearsstreamingdownhercheeks."Iforgave

youalongtimeago,andIhopeyouforgavemetoo

formeddlingintoyourbusiness.MaybeIshould

haveletyoudoyourthing,learnahardlesson...but

that'sallovernow.Justpromisemethatyou'lltryto

finditinyourhearttoloveyourkidwithallyouheart.

Bethebestmotherever,that'sallIamaskingfor"I

saidseriously."Shestoodupswiftlyandhuggedme.

"Thanks,thankyou.Iloveyou,I'lltrytobethebest

motherever,Ipromiseyouthat"shesaidsmiling

andcrying."Good,nowgetoutofhere,goandget

somesleep"Isaidsmilingabit."Sosoon,areyou

sureyou'veforgivenme.

?...Michaelproposed.Hewantsustobeafamily"

shesaidsteeringhertea."Whatdidyousay?''I

asked."Notnow,we'vejustmet.There'salotthat

wedon'tknowabouteachother.Idon'twanttoget

divorcedatsuchatenderage.Whoknowsmaybe

wewillendupnotlikingeachotherbesides,Ifeel

likepukingwheneverIsmellhisCologne.Ican't

standhissightbutinthemeantimeIdon'twanthim



toofarawayfromme.IthinkI'mgoingcrazy"she

saidsoundingsoemotionalwrecked."Everything

willbefine...I'msureit'sjustthehormones.It'sa

goodthingthatyoudecidedtotakeyourtime,getto

knoweachotherbetter.Nowomanwantsan

inconvenienceofaproposalunlessyou'rethosetype

ofgirlswholureandtrapmen...Youknow,likeNina"

Iwhisperedthelastpart.Shegiggledabit."Where

aretheothers?"Iaskedcuriously."Probably

sleepingintheirhomes"shesaid."What?,What

happened?"Iaskedsurprised."Buhlewascaught

cheating...it'samess."Shesaidsighing."Whoa,

what,how?''Iaskedfastly."Apparentlyamancalled

onherphoneandherhusbandanswered.Heisone

ofthosestupidwomanwhokeepsontalkingwithout

confirmingiftheirspeakingtotherightperson.

Stupidfellow,hegotthepoorwomanbeatenupby

herhusband"shesaidsoundingmoredisgustingby

thestupidcallerthanthecheatingwoman."Poor

Sandile''Isaidfeelingsorryforhim.Hewassucha

humbleandgentleman,somewomenouttherejust

knewhowtoturnmenintomonster."Whyareyou

feelingsorryforhim,hewasn'ttheonewhogot



beatenuptopulp"sheexclaimedunbelievingly."

ShouldIbefeelingsorryfortheonewhocheated

then?,I'mnotsayingthathedidtherightthingby

hittingahelplesswomenbutsheisnosainteither.

BesidesI'mfondofhimmorethanher"Isaid."I

neverthoughtI'dhearyousayingthis,what

happenedtosidingwiththetruth?"Sheasked."

SometimesIamalsoforcedtopicksides"Isaid

shruggingmyshoulders.Anywayswetalkedtillfive

amandthentheyleft,Iwassohappyshehad

decidedtokeepthebabyeventhoughshewasn'tso

sureaboutherdecision.
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Cora'sPOV

.

"AreyouOK?"Salvatoreaskedme."Yeah,yeah"I

saidfastlyandjumpy."You'vebeenstaringinto

spaceforthepast5minutes.What'swrong?"He

askedmelookingsoconcerned."I'mfine,it'sjust

thatthere'salotgoingoninmymind"Isaidfakinga

smile."Likewhat?"Heasked."Thehouseisso



quietdon'tyouthink?"Iaskedlookingaround.The

kidswerelonggone,theirparentscamearoundand

tookthem.Itwassogreathavingsomanylittle

peoplearoundthehouse,nowitwasjustthetreeof

us.Lorenzowassleepinginsideandweweresitting

ontherooftop,havingsomesnacksanddrinks.It

wasaround3pm,"areyouinsomewaytryingto

ignoremyquestion?"Heaskedtiltingmyheadupso

thatIcanlookathim.Hewassittingonacouchand

Iwassittingonhislap,theafternoonsunkissingour

skinstenderlyandsoothingly."No,I'mnot"Isaid

chucklingabit."So?,Whatareyouthinkingabout"

heinsistedonthesamequestion."Randomstuff,

likehowthesunfeelssogoodonmyskin.Stupid

stufflikethat"Isaidthenkissedhisforehead."OK,if

yousayso"hesaidnobuyingmystory."Really,

everythingisfine.There'snoneedforyoutoworry.''I

addedsmilingfaintly.Therewasstilldisbeliefinhis

eyes."Ishouldgoandgettheguestroomscleaned,

checkonLorenzosolong.ShouldIorderinfor

dinneroryou'dratherwarmupyesterday'smeal?"I

askedgettingoffhim.Hepulledmebacktohim,a

swiftlysetonhislap."IthinkIlikethefourth



suggestion"hesaid."Whatfourthsuggestion?"I

askedfrowning."Ipreferyoustayhereinmylap,it's

beenalongtimesincewespentsometimetogether.

Juststay"hesaidputtinghishandsonmywaistand

Iwaspulledclosertohisbody.Myhandaroundhis

shoulders.Itookoffmysneakersandsnuggledup

tohisbody,Ididn'tsayanythingtothat,justkepton

runningmyfingersinhisbeautifulhair."Tellme

sweetsomething"Isaidplantingakissonhis

forehead."Likewhat?"Heaskedsighingsoftly,eyes

closed.Hemusthavebeenenjoyingmytouch."I

don'tknow,youthinkofsomething...

.

Amanda'sPOV

.

Irangthebelltomyparent'shouse,onemoretime.

Theyweren'texpectingmeandMichael.Itwas

around4pm,wewaitedforafewmoreseconds.My

heartwaspoundingheavily,Iheldhishandand

lookedathimonemoretime.Henoddedin

assurance.Thedooropened"Amanda?"Mother



exclaimedfrowning,Ismiledabit.Shethenattacked

mewithahug."Mom"Isaidwincing,hewas

squeezingmetightly."You'reback,howwasyour

vacation"shesaid,eyesdartedallovermybody."

Couldwemaybecomein"IsaidholdingMichael's

handonemoretime.Shelookedatourintertwined

hands."Surecomein"shesaidlookingsodisturb,

wewalkedinwithMichaelpullingmysuitcase."

Where'sdad?"Iaskedlookingaroundthehouse."

Letmegoandcallhim,youcangetsorted"shesaid

signallingforustogoandsitdowninthedining

room.IpulledMichael'shandandwewalkedthere

andsetdown.Mykneeswerewobbly,heartracing,

palmssweaty,Iwasfeelinghot."AreyouOK?"He

askedputtinghishandonmyback."Idon'tthinkI

candothis"Isaidbreathingheavily."Relax,justtake

adeepbreathinandout.Inandout"heinstructed

me,itactuallyhelpedabit."Amanda?,Mylittlegirl"

fathersaidcomingfromupstairs.Icouldn'thebut

rushintohisarmsandhughim."Daddy"Isaid

smiling,hekissedmeallovertheface."How'smy

littlegirldoing"heaskedlookingintomyeyes."I'm

fine,howareyou"Isaidnotsosmiling."Don'tyou



thinkshelooksalittlebitchubby"mother

commentedwalkingdownthestaircases."Mom,

DadthisisMichaelSullivanmyboyfriend"Isaid

movingtowardsMichaelandsittingbesidehim."

Boyfriend?"Momaskedarmsfoldedaroundher

chest.''yesmother,myboyfriend"Isaidsmiling

faintly."Youdidn'ttellmeyouhadaboyfriend,let

alonetheonewholooksmuchmoreolderthanyou"

DadsaidsittingdownInfrontofus,momsetnextto

him."Dadplease"Imurmuredsoftly."Dominiccalm

down,wehaven'tevensaidhitoMichaeloverhere...

HiI'mMrsTimber,Amanda'smother"momsaid

extendingherhand.Michaelstoodupandkissedit."

Nicetomeetyouma'am"hesaidpolitely."Andthis

ismyhusband,Amanda'sfather.Dominic"shesaid

lookingatdadwhoextendedhishandforwardfora

handshake,withacoldstare.Theyshookhands,"

howaboutIgoandmakeyouguysacupofcoffee

whilewechat."momsaidstandingupandwalking

towardsthekitchen."Boyfriendyouday?...sohow

longhaveyoubeendating?"Heasked."We'vebeen

datingforsixmonthssir"Michaelsaid."Onlysix

months?,Andthenyoudecidedtointroducehim..."



Heaskednotreallyasking,hewasmoreofshocked

thanasking."Dad,there'snothingtobeshocked

about.Imeansixmonthsisalongtime"Isaidtrying

toeasethetension."Anyways,whatdoyoudofora

livingMichael"Dadasked."Dadisthatnecessary?"I

asked,''Amanda,I'mtalkingtohim.Lettheman

answer,unlesshe'sashamedofwhathedoes"he

saidsocoldly."Iworkforapolicedepartment,asa

detectivesir"hesaid,socool."Apoliceofficer?,

ReallyAmanda.Couldn'tyouhavedonebetter"Dad

askedloudlylikeitwassuchabigdeal."There'sno

needforyoutoshoutouttotheheavens,he'sa

detective.Sowhat?,It'snotabigdeal"Isaidangrily.

"Watchyourtongueyounglady"hesaidwarningly."

I'msorryDad"Isaidcalmingdown."Here'syour

coffeeguys,hereyougo"Momsaidofferinguscups

ofcoffee.Sheputthebiscuitsinthemiddleofthe

table.Shetookhercupfromthetrayandsetdown."

Haley,canyoubelievethis.Yourdaughterhereis

datingapoliceofficer.Unbelievable"Dadsaidso

disappointed,"withallduerespectsir,Ilovemyjob.

I'mhappywithit,itsatisfiesallofmyneeds.I'd

appreciateitifyoustoppedcriticizingme"Michael



saidcalmlybuthisjawswereclenched."Ohh,he

cantalk—...''what'syourproblemDad,thisiswhyI

neverwantedtointroduceyoutothem.They'reso

narrowmindedandjudgmental.Whydidyoueven

comebackhome,youshouldhavestayedinKenya"I

shoutedsoangrily."Youngladymindyourtongue"

momsaid."OhIshouldmindmine,whataboutyour

husbandoverthere.Doyouexcusemetojustcalm

down,becoolwithitwhileyou'rebusybullyingmy

boyfriend"Iaskedloudly."Amanda..."Momsaid

crushing,shehasalwaysbeenlikethat,wheneverit

wastimeforhimtosayshe'djustbreakdownand

cry.Thatbrokemyheart,Isetdown."Amandacalm

down,it'sOK''Michaelsaidholdingmyhand."

Mom...I'msorry"Isaidafteralongtimeofsilence."I

havedecided,youhavetobreakupwithhim.Idon't

accepthimAmanda"dadsaidsolemnly."What?"I

askedunbelievingly."Amanda,therearemorebetter

boysoutthereforyou,likeHenry.You'llhaveto

breakupwithhimorelse..."Hesaidthreateningme.

Ihavebeentherebefore,"orelsewhat,huh.You're

goingtodisownmeorcutdownmyallowanceorget

megrounded.Guesswhat,imnotgoingtosuccumb



toyourthreatthistimearounddad.Youcantake

yourmoneyandgotohellforallIcare"Isnapped

standingup."Guysplease"momsaid,"Amanda,

calmdown.Thisisnotgoodforthebaby"Michael

blabberedstandingup,tryingtogetmetositdown."

Baby?,WhatbabyAmanda.Areyoupregnant?"Mom

askedstandingupandlookingmeintheeyes.I

couldn'tanswer,thatwastheworstwayaparent

couldeverfindoutthatherdaughterispregnant."

Ohhheavens,Amanda.You'repregnant,whathave

youdone"momsaiditlikeIhadcommittedthe

worstofsinsoutthere."Yes,yesIampregnant.I'm

twomonthspregnant.Sowhat?"Iaskedcrying."I

wantthisbastardoutofmyhouseassoonasIget

back"dadsaidclickinghistongueandexitingthe

sittingroomandthenthehouse,Iheardhiscar

ignitionstart."I'msorryMom"Isaidwalking

towardsherandholdingherhand,sheslappedme

hardontheface."Whatnonsenseisthis,you'rejust

18Amanda,18"shesaidangrily."Mom,I'msorry,

I'msorry.Itwasamistake,pleaseforgiveme"Isaid

crying."AmandaIthinkweshouldleave"Michael

said."ShutupMichael,shutup.Youdidthistome,



youruinedmyfamily"Isaidchargingforhim.Ikept

onhittinghimonthechest."Youruinedmylife,my

parentswouldprobablyneverforgiveme"I

screamedcrying,hejustpulledmeinforahug."I

thinkyoushouldleaveMichael"momsaidwiping

awayhertears."LeavebeforeDominicreturns"she

saidtryingtocalmherselfdown."Amandais

comingwithme,Icannottaketheriskofleavingher

withyouafterallwhathashappened"hesaidfirmly.

"No,I'lltakecareofmydaughter,Ipromise.Justgo"

Mominsisted."Okay,nothingshouldhappento

Amandaandmybaby.Ifsomethinghappensto

them,Iswearonmybrother'sgraveIwillkill

someone"hesaidfirmlyandscarybeforeleaving.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

.

Iopenedupmyeyes,itwasstillprettymuchdark

outside.Corawasnotinbedwithme."Cora?,Cora?"

Icalledoutcheckingthetime.Itwas6am,Iguessed

itmusthavebeenoneofthosecloudydays.Iwalked



out,checkedeverywhereinthehousebutshewas

notaround,Itriedcallingherphonebutitwasnot

reachable."Shit"Icursedaftertryingitforthe10nth

time."Damian,where'sshe?"Iaskedoneofher

bodyguardsaftercallingthem."Shegotintoataxi

toDurbansay,we'reonhertailaswespeak."

Durban,what'sshegoingtodothere?"Iasked."We

thoughtyouknewsir,wealsohavenoidea."Hesaid.

"Justfindout,callmewhenyouhavetheright

answer...whendidshegetintoataxi?"Iasked."

Abouttwohoursagosir"hesaid,Ihungedup.I

walkedintothekitchen.Therewasanotepinnedon

therefrigerator,whichsaid'Lorenzo'sfoodisinside

here,I'vebathedhim,ifitgetsfinishedbeforeIcome

back.Addfourspoonsofhispowdermilkandsix

spoonofhisfuturelifeporridge."Thatallitsaid,

nothingmore.Nodetailsaboutherwhereabouts,not

timeofreturning.Nothing,andthenLorenzohadto

goaheadandcry,Itookouthisformulafromthe

refrigeratorandrushedtohisroom."Heybuddy"I

saidpickinghimup."Seemslikeit'sgoingtobejust

meandyoutoday,nomommy.Sobehavior"Isaid

tryingtogethimtocalmdown."Shhh,it'sOK.I'm



herenow,youandIaregoingtogototheoffice

togetherandgetsomeworkdone"Isaidlookingat

thetimeonthewallofmyroom.Whiletryingtofeed

himhisformula.Ittookmealotoftimetogethim

tokeepquiet."Good,nowdadneedstogoand

shower,beagoodboyandkeepquiet"Isaidputting

himdownonthefloor,supportinghisformulawith

hisshawl."Good,I'llbeback"Isaidrunningtothe

bathroom.Itookaquickshower,withashowercap.

Ihadnotimetodrymyhair.Imoisturizedmybody

andcombedmyhair,rushedtotheclosetandgot

dressedinasuitandformalshoes.Notie,thetop

twobuttonsunbuttoned."Shit"IexclaimedasI

foundLorenzodrenchedwithhisformula,hisoutfit

wasruined.Ihadtotakechangehisclothes,Idid

justthatandthenpackedhisstuffIwasgoingto

needfortheday,notforgettinghisfood.Justgreat,

Robinsonwasonvacationtoo.Iputhisbabyseaton

thebackseatsandbuckledhimup.Puthisbagnext

himanddroveout.Worstdayofmylife,Ihadtoask

Bianca,thereceptionisttolookafterhimwhileIwas

inameeting.Itwassomessedup.Ihadtoleave

officeEarly,hewascryinginthebackasIdrove."



Ohhgod...WhatwouldhaveCoradoneinsucha

situation"Itriedtothink,packedthecarnearthe

road.Igotout,openedthebackdoorandgothim

out."Whatisit...youhungry?,Maybeit'syourfirst

diaper.Let'ssee"Isaidlayinghimdownontheseat.

Hisdiaperwasfull,thankGoditwasurineonly.I

changeditandfedhimhisfood.Hethenstartedto

drool,inputhimbackinhisseatanddrovehome.

.

Amanda'sPOV

.

Iwokeupfeelinglikepuking,Irushedtothe

bathroombutnothingcameout.Ilookedmyselfin

themirror,Ilookedabsolutelyhorrible.Nothinglike

theAmandaIknewfromafewdaysago.Thelively

sessyrudebubblyAmanda,therewasnothingthere.

Justahallowshallowgirl.Iundressedmyselfand

tookashower,itwassocoldthatday.Iwipedmy

body,woreleggingsandasweaterandsome

fluffy,spongywinterboots.Didn'tbotherfixingmy

hair.Mysuitcasewasstilltherenearthedoor.



Unpacked,Icalledmydrivertocomeandpickmeup.

AfterMichaelleftlastnight,mymotherrushedtoher

roomandlockedherselfthere.Iwroteasmallletter,

Icouldn'tstaywhereIwasnotwanted.Maybethey

neededspaceandtimetodigestthingsandIwas

givengthemjustthat.Iwalkeddownstairspulling

mysuitcase20minuteslater."Whereareyougoing

Amanda?"MomaskedasIwasplacingtheLetteron

thekitchencounter."Daddidn'tcomebackhome

lastnight,didshe?"Iaskedturningaroundtoface

her,hersilencesaidalot."I'mgoingtoCora'splace.

Here'stheaddress,ityouwanttotalk."Isaid."

Cora'splace,youdidn'ttellmeCorahasfoundanew

apartment"shesaidfrowning."There'salotyou

don'tknowmom,alotofthingsIwantedtotellyou

butIcouldn't.Somethingsarejustnoteasytotalk

aboutthroughFaceTimebutit'sOK.I'mleaving,

sendmyregardstodad"Isaidwalkingtowardsthe

doorasIcouldhearthesoundofthecarparking

outside."Cora,shehasabadinfluenceonyou."She

said."No,don't.Justdon't.Don'ttrytoputthe

blameonCora,shehasbeennothingbutgoodto

me.Shehasbeenthereformethroughhellandback,



Goodbyemother"Isaidopeningthedoor.Shewas

leftstandingthere,ittookmetwohourstogetto

Salvatore'smansion.Thesecurityopenedthedoor

formeassoonastheyrecognizedme.Thedriver

turnedbackoutassoonashedroppedmeoffatthe

frontdoor.Irangthebell,andstoodthereforwhat

feltlikeeternitybeforeSalvatorehimselfopenedup

forme."Amanda?,Whatareyoudoinghere"he

askedhuffing,likehehasbeenworkingout.The

timewas1:30pm."IsCorahere?"Iaskedchuckling

abit."No,she'snot.Comein"hesaidwalkingback

inside."Doyouperhapshaveanyideawhenshe'll

returnback?"Iaskedwalkinginwithmysuitcase."I

havenoidea,makeyourselffeelathome.I'llbe

back"hesaiddisappearingsomewhereinthehouse.

Iwentovertothesittingroomandturnedonthe

television.Isettherealoneforalmosttwohours.''

sorryfordisappearingforsolong,actuallyIwas

workingout"hesaid,wipingthesweatwithawhite

towel."It'sfine"Isaid."Sowhatbringsyouhere?"

Heasked."Actually,IwaswonderingifIcouldstay

withyouguysforsometimeuntilIfixsomethings"I

saidsmilingfaintly."Ohh,doesMichaelknowabout



this?..."Heaskedfrowning,Ishookmyheadno."

Ohhk,you'llhavetospeaktoCoraaboutthis.Ifit's

finebyherthenIguessyoucouldstay...Fornow,

youcouldgoandputyourbaginoneoftheguests

rooms.Excuseme,Ineedtotakeashowerbefore

buddywakesup"hrsaidthenrushedupstairs.

.

Narrated

Around22pm

.

Corarangthebelltothehouseafterwalkingfrom

thegatetothehouse.Thecabdriverhaddropped

herthere.Sherangthebellonemoretimeand

waitedforanotherfiveminutes,Salvatoreopenedup

forherafterturningonthelights.Heturnedbackon

hiswayupstairsafterthat,therewasnoneedfor

Coratoaskifhewasangryornot.Shefollowedhim

upstairsslowly.Hegotundercoversbutsetonhis

butt,shewalkedstraighttothebathroom.He

watchedherunbelievingly.Shecameout10minutes

laterbutwalkedtothecloset,shecameoutdressed



inherPyjamaShortandvest.Shegotundercovers"

Hi"shesaidlookingathim."That'sit,Hi?.hi?,Idon't

wantyourHiCora.Iwanttoknowwhereyouwentto

andwhyyoudidn'ttellme.''hekindofsnapped."

Pleasedon'tshout"shesaidsighingheavily."Don't

fuckingtellmewhattodoandwhatnotto.Just

answermydamnquestion,doyouknowhowmuch

I'vebeenworried.Onemorething,ifyouknewyou

hadtogosomewherethenwhydidyousendPetunia

home.Doyouknowhowhardthedaywasforme,I

hadanimportantmeetingbutIhadtowrapup

thingsfastbecauseIwasalsothenannyfortheday"

hesaid,takingouthisfrustrations."Youhada

meeting,Ithoughtyouwerefreefortheentireweek.

IfhadknownIwouldhave...''shesaidbutcouldn't

finish."Youshouldhavetoldmeaboutthemeeting''

sheadded."Likeyoutoldmeaboutthetrip,right?"

Hesaid."Whydoyouhavetomakethisaboutyou,

youarehisdad,itwasyourdutytotakecareofhim.

I'veplayedmypart,I'mtiredofyourwhining.I'm

goingtosleep''shesaidangrily.Thatlefthim

gaggingunbelievingly,"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanthat...

it'sjustthatIamtiredJoaquin.I'vehadalongday,



allI'vebeenthinkingaboutallthewaywastoget

intoyourembracedandfindcomfort."Shesaideyes

closed.Shewasleaningtowardstheheadboard."I

wenthome...aftersuchalongtimeImissedhome.

Afterseeingyourfriendsreunitingwiththeirkids

yesterdaysomethinginsidemewastriggered.Home

neverfeltlikehomebutImissedit,Iforgavehim.I

forgavemyfatherforeverythinghehasputme

through.Butafterpouringmyheartoutandcrying,

peacedidn'treturnbacktome.Iknowsomething

deepinsidehaschangedbutitdoesn'tfeellikemuch.

Ithoughtitwouldwipeawayallmemoriesofthe

pastbutitdidn't,somethinggoodhappenedthough.

AftersuchalongtimeIsetaroundthatsmalltable

withmyfamily,wesmileduponreminiscingabout

thegoodmemoriesofthepast.Ihavealways

thoughtthattherewasnogoodnessinmypast,the

darksidethatIkeptinmyheartsomehow

brainwashedmenottoseethelight.Wehadcookies

alongwithlaughter,itfeltsogood.Ifeelhalfway

downfreedom"shesaidtearsofjoystreamingdown

herface.Shefinallyopeneduphereyes."Ifeltso

goodtosaythedarnwords'Iforgiveyou'.Ipromised



tovisitthemmoreoften"shesaidlookingintohis

eyes."Ishouldhavetoldyoubeforeleavingandfor

thatIamsorry.Ineededtodothisonmyown,I

didn'twanttostressyou"shesaidholdinghishand.

Helookedintohereyesforafewseconds,"I'm

happyforyou"hesaidhuggingher."Butdon'tever

disappearonme,Iwasworriedsick"hesaid

solemnly.Shesmiledandnoddedslowly.

[6/10,13:21]Lynne:Page56
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Cora'sPOV

Iwokeupfeelingaround7am,woremyjogging

tracksuitsandsneakersthentookanhour'stimejog.

Mymusclesgotstrainedabitbecauseithadbeena

longtimesinceIhadajog,anywaysImadeitback

tothehousearound9am.Itwasgoingtobeahot

day,Irealized.Iwentupstairstoourroomandfound

AlonzoplayingwithLorenzo."Higuy"Isaidwalking

towardsthem,"MommyissayinghiEnzo"Salvatore

said."Icouldhavejoinedyouifyouwokemeup"

Salvatoresaidafterwesharedakiss."Youlooked



sopeaceful,Ididn'twanttodisturbyoursleep"Isaid

lookingatLorenzo.Whokeptonmovinghistinylegs

andarmswhilesmiling,hewaslyingonhisback."

Goandgetready,we'regoingtoeatout,I'llgetthis

onehereready"hesaidpickingbabyLoreup."You

sure,doyouknowhowtowashthebaby?"Iasked

frowning."It'sabouttimeIlearnedhowto"hesaid

walkingout.Thatgottomeabit,mighthavebeen

becausewhatIsaidyesterday.AnywaysItooka

quickshower,worewhiteshort,avestandshirt-

unbuttonedandthenthewhiteNikevaporsneakers.

TiedmyhairIntoastraightupbbunny,appliedmy

makeup.Igotdonewithinanhour,Alonzowalked

backinasIwasabouttogoout."It'smyturnto

showertoo"hesaidhandingoverthebaby."Be

quick,I'mstarving"Isaidwalkingout.Iwenttohis

closetandtookhispram,Iputhiminsidewhile

packinghisstuffinhisbag.Ileftthepramonthe

staircasesway,pickedhimupalongwithhisbag

andwentdownstairs.Puthimonhischairinthe

kitchen,whileIWashedhiseatingutensilsand

preparedfreshfoodforhim.WellIaskedSalvatore

tobringhispramdownstairs."Whereareyouguys



going?"IheardAmanda'svoiceask,Iturnedaround

frowning."Mandy?"Iexclaimed.''Mmh,letme

guess.MrMusclesdidn'ttellyouIwashere,did

he?"ISheasked,oneeyebrowraised.Ilookedat

Alonzo."Itslippedmymind"hesaidshrugginghis

shoulders."reallyJoaquin?"Iaskedeyespoppedout.

"What?,Ihadalotinmymind.I'llleaveyouguysto

talk"hesaidwalkingtowardsthegaragewiththe

pram."Unbelievable!,Anywayswhatbringsyou

here?,Whendidyougethere?"Iaskedgiggling

slightly."IbelieveIarrivedyesterdayaroundonepm,

ItoldmyparentsI'mpregnantandthatdidn'twork

outsogood.Youknowhowtheycanget,anyways

they'reupsetorratherdisappointedinme.Ineeded

aplacetocrashforawhileuntiltheuniversitygets

opened.Icouldn'tgotoMichael'splacefor

classifiedreasons"shesaid,"Ialsowanttoknow

thoseclassifiedreasons"Isaidsmilingcuriously."

Forgetit,wherewereyouyesterday.Alonzowas

furiousandstressedoutwhenIgothere"sheasked.

"That'salongstoryyou'reaskingfor,haveyou

showeredyet?"Iasked.Shenoddedfrowning,"OK

you'recomingwithus.Youmustbestarving"Isaid



pullingherhand.*

"Wait,Idon'twanttospoilthefamilymoment.Just

bringmeatakeaway,I'llhavesomecerealsolong"

shesaidrefusing."You'remyfamilytoo,you're

comingwithusnoarguing"Isaidpullingher."My

outfitlookshorribleCoh"shescreamed."you're

right,Goandchangequickly"Isaidafterchecking

herout.Shecamebackafewminuteslaterwearing

ashortoffshoulderlosedressandsandals."Let's

go"shesaidtakingoneofthebagsIwascarrying.I

wascarryingmineandLore'sbagplushim."Mr

Muscles,Ihopefourisn'tacrowd"shesaidaswe

gotintothebackofthecar."Theysaythreeisa

company,soyoucanguesswhatfiveis"Joaquin

saidsarcasticallythatIlaughedabit."thelastthing

youwanttodoisupsetapregnantwomanbaby"i

saidgiggling."Ican'tbelievethis,you'regangingup

againstme"Amandasaidwhining."Iwasjust

kidding,I'monyoursidehere"Isaidsmilingwhile

lookingoutthewindow."I'llwipeoffthatsmilewith

onehotslap"shesaidwarningly."Violenceisnot

goodforyou"SalvatoreSaidgiggling,hegotslightly



punchedontheshoulder.AnywaysItoldherthe

wholestoryonourwaythere.Wehadourbreakfast

whilechatting,whilekeptonfeedingLorenzo.Who

hadanapkinaroundhisneck."Whatdoyouguys

usuallydofornewyear'sEve"Amandaasked,"I'm

alsocurious,Icanimaginesincetheycelebratetheir

birthdayssograndly"Isaidcuriously."Nothing

special,wedowhatothersnormallydo"Salvatore

saidhavinghismilkshake."Andwhat'sthat"

Amandaasked."Wespendthenightinchurch,

praying"hesaidsosolemnlythatastrangerwould

haveactuallybelievehim."You,church?.Jesus

Christwouldreturnthesameday"Isaidlaughingout

loudthusattractingunwantedattentiontoourtable.

"What?,Can'tIspendanightinchurch?"Heasked

actingsoinnocent."Please,don'tactallHollyhere.

Youhatejustatopicaboutchurch.I'dratherhang

myselfthenbelievewhatyoujustsaid"Isaid

seriously.

.

"Iwasjustkidding,there'snoneedforyouto

commitsuicide.Suchamajorthing''hesaidshaking



hishead,Amandawaslaughingherassout."Ona

seriousnotethough,whatdoyouguysusuallydo"

Amandaasked,wipinghertears."Nothingreally,we

hittheclub,maybegettogetheratsomeone's

house,braaisomemeat.Lightupthecrickets.Pool

party,gotosomemusicconcertandthat'sit"he

said."Beforeyourfriends,howdidyoucelebrate

newyear'sEve"Iaskedseriouslyandcuriously.He

glancedupatmeforabit."Iusedtostayindoors

withmygrandmotherandgrandfather.Catcha

movieorshe'ddragmetochurch"hesaid."Mmh,

seemslikethat'showI'mgoingtospendmine...

indoorsandsleeping.Ineedmyselfsome

serendipity"Amandasaidsighing."Michaelisone

luckybastard...Withallthegirlsthataregoingtobe

there.Thebestgiftamancouldeveraskforisbeing

single"hesaidseriously."Ohhreally?,HowaboutI

joinAmanda.Giveyouthebestgifttoo"Iasked,my

insidesburningup."Thankyouilmiocuerobatte"

hesaidlookingatmewithsomuchjoy."Gotohell...

let'sgo.I'mdone"Isaidstandingupunbelievingly."

ButIamnotdoneyet"Amandasaid."WellI'llgoand

Waitoutthecar"IsaidpushingLorenzooutafter



puttingoutbagsinhispram."Letmehelpyou"I

heardhimsaybehindmeasIwaswalkingtowards

thecar."I'mdoingjustfine"Isaidangrily."Okay"

that'sallhesaid.IputLorenzoinhiscarseatas

soonasheunlockedthedoor.Igotinthebackseats

afterheputthepraminthebootofthecar.Amanda

camerushingafewminuteslater.Wellwewent

homeinsilence,nohewasrapingalongwith

Eminemonourwayhome.Iwasalsothefirstoneto

getoutofthecarwhenitstopped.IcarriedLorenzo

upstairsinhisseat,Amandafollowedbehindwith

ourbags.IputLoreinhiscotassoonasgotintohis

room,hewassleeping.Ithenwenttoourroom.just

oneminutecouldruinyourwholeday.

.

Iwenttothebathroomandwashedmyface.WhenI

lookedmyselfintothemirrorhewasstanding

behindmesmiling."Youokay?"Heaskedlookingso

amused."IsthereanyreasonIshan'tbe"Iasked

eyebrowsraised."Idon'tknow,yourfacelooksso

red"hesaidshrugginghisshoulders.Ilookedathim

foralongwhilethentookthetowelwhichwas



hangingnearbyandusedittowipemyface,heheld

mywaist."Don't,don'tfuckingtouchme"Icursed

warningly."Isthisaboutthegift"heaskedlaughing

outloud."Iwasjustjoking"hesaidturningme

around."Tellyouwhat,Ididn'tfinditfunny.Your

jokewassolame,nxa"Isaidangrily.Hejuststared

atmeandsmiled,"it'seithermyjokewaslameor

maybeitgotyoufeelingjealous"hesaiditina

questioningmanner.Iwasjustfrowningangrily,he

attackedmewithakneeweakeningkiss.Thatwas

notfair,itkindofgotagirlconfused.Iwasbattling

betweenpushinghimawayorpullinghimmore

closertome.Hewaskissingmyneckwhile

unzippingmyShorts,momentslatermyshortwere

downmyfeetalongwithmypantiesandIwas

bendingoverthe,handsonthewashingbasinand

hewasfuckingmehard.Noforeplaynothing,hegot

megroaninglikeawomaninlabour.30minutes

later"areyoustillangrywithme"heaskedafter

Cumminginsideme.Ipulledupmypantiesinshame,

hezippedhistrousers."Well?"Heaskedpinningme

againthebasin.Handsonmybreasts."Yes"Isaid

inahuskyvoice."Ican'thearyou"hesaidsofirmly.



"Noyes,justdon'ty

Saythatagain,unlessyoumeantit"Isaidlookingat

himthroughthemirror."Youknow,jeteveux

seulement(Iwantyouonly)"hesaid.Hischinonmy

shoulder.Tuèl'unicaregionepercuiilmiocuero

batteencoranelpetto(you'retheonlyreasonmy

heartbeatswithinmychest)"hesaid,Icouldn'thelp

butsmile."Tilldeathdouspart?"Iaskedturning

around.Shelookedintomyeyesforwhatfeltlike

eternity."Tilldeath"hesaidsolemnly."Iloveyou

likecrazy"hesaidchucklingunbelievingly."Ilove

youtoo"Isaidholdinghisfacefrombothsides.

.

Amanda'sPOV

Itwasthe31stofDecember,around9amwhencora

walkedintomyroom.Iwasstillinbedbutawake.

Justthinkingaboutmycomplicatedlife,latelyI've

beenignoringMichael'scalls.Ineededtobealone,

thinkthingsthrough.Iwonderedwhatthecoming

yearhadinhandforme,ifthingsweregoingtoget

betterorworse."Youhaveguests"shesaidwithout



evengreetingme.Shewaswearingherfavourite

longwhitedress,anapronontop.Lorenzoonher

back.Shelookedlikesomebody'swife."Good

morningtoyoutoo"Isaidsmiling."Ohh,Hi"shesaid

hittingherheadwhilechuckling."Youlookbusy,

quiteamess"Icommented."WhateverMandison,

justwashyourfaceandmouth.Comeoutquickly"

shesaidthenexitedtheroom."Wait...whoarethey''

Imurmuredthelastpartbecauseshewasalready

gone.

.

AnywaysIdraggedmyselftothebathroom,brushed

myteethandwashedmyface.Iwalkedouttheroom

andtomysurprisefoundMichael,momandDad

there."Whatareyouguysdoinghere?"Iasked

frowning,Iwasstillupsetwiththetwoofthem."

Couldwemaybetalk?"Momasked,Iwalkedupto

themandsetontheoneofthecouches.Inoticed

thatCorahadservedthemwithteaandcake."Hi"

Michaelsaid,likewewerestranger."Hi"Isaid

smilingabit.''so?,Whatbringsyouhere?"Iasked

lookingatmyparents."Howareyoudoing,how's



thebaby"Momaskedlookingsoworried."I'mfine

andmybabyisdoingjustfine,thankyouforasking"

Isaidputtingmyhandonmysmalltummy."

Amandalook,we'renotheretofight,we'rearehere

tofixthings"Dadsaid."Goodtohear"Isaid

sarcastically."Amanda!"Michaelexclaimed."Just

hearthemout,please"headded.Isighedthengave

themalltheattentionintheworld."WhenIheard

thatyou'repregnantmyhopesgotshatteredWhen

yourfatherandIgotmarriedwealreadyknewthat

wewantednochild.Wehadplannedtojointhe

movementofmedicine.Movearoundthewhole

Africanotjustafricabutthewholeworldinfact.But

thensomehowIfellpregnant—..."Theworstmistake

ofyourlife,right?"Iaskedfeelingthewailiftear

formingbehindmyeyes."No,never.Youarethe

bestthingthathaseverhappenedtous,wefell

inlovewithyouthemomentyouwereborn.You

lookedsotinyandbeautiful...Yourfathernamedyou

Amanda,anadditiontolittlefamily.Wedecidedto

putourdreamstoholdandraiseyou,weworkedat

thenearbyhospital.Camebackhometoyouevery

night,butourheartshadthatunfilledspace.That's



whywhenyouturned14wedecidedtobeginour

journey.Ourpurposewebelieve."Shetoldthestory

sobeautifullythatIfeltmycheeksgettingwet."We

missedyoueveysecondoftheday...somehowwe

hopedthatbecauseweweremeetingallyourneeds

thenyou'dbejustfine"dadadded."Imissedyou

guys,somuch.IthoughtthatifIbecameaproblem

childthenyou'dcomebackhomebutyounever

did.butinsteadyoukeptonpunishingme,grounding

meandcuttingmyallowance...IguessIgotthegene

thatneverwantedachildfromyouguys,Ialmost

abortedmychild,ourchild...ThankstoCorafor

stoppingme"Isaidwipingoffmytears."I'msorry

Mandy"momsaidwalkingtowardsmeandsitting

nexttome,huggingme.Dadjoinedin,"I'msorry

princess,foreverything.ForwhatIsaidtheotherday,

fornotbeingthereforyouwhenyouneededmethe

most"Dadsaid."There'salotiwantedtosharewith

youguys,alot.Acoupleofheartbreaksandheart

aches."Isaidcrying."We'resosorry,pleaseforgive

us"mompleaded."We'vedecidedthatwe'regoing

tocomebackhome.Wewanttoseeourgrandson

growing"Dadsaid."No,don'tdothat.Iamdoing



justfine,Iforgiveyoubutdon'tleaveyourcallingjust

becauseofme.We'regoingtoFaceTimeEveryday,

you'regoingtoseeyourgrandsongrowingup.But

don'tbedisheartenedbecauseIamsurehe'lllook

exactlylikehisuglyfather"Isaidsmiling."This

meansthathe'llbehandsome,withagoodheart"

Momsaid,gotmefrowning."YouandMichaelhave

ourblessings"Dadsaid."Really?"Iaskedlookingat

himwithquestioningeyes."Wehadagoodtalk"he

saidansweringmyquestion.

.

Cora'sPOV

Wehadcelebratednewyear'sEveatRajesh'scrib.It

wasnothinggrand,justagroupoffriendscoming

togetherwiththeirfamilies.Thefollowingyear

seemedtobepromising,everythingwassetstraight

intime.AmandaandherparentsandMichael's

relationshipwasmended.Rajeshandhiswifewere

planningtostarttherapyASAP,Sandileandhiswife

weregettingdivorced.Notsogoodtgere.Tiaxiang

gotafewpunchesfromSalvatorefordatingwithhis

littlesister,hesomehowbrokeabrocodebutitwas



allsweetsandrosesafterthat.WeSalvatoreandi,

werejustbeinguscrazyandcrazyabouteachother.

OurlittlefamilywasdoingsofinebutIwasprepared

forNinatoreturnfromherbaecationandstart

causingdrama,actinglikeshegaveadamnabout

Lore.IcalledSalvatore'sgrandmaandgrandpato

wishthemahappynewyear,notforgettinghispapa

lastlynotforgettingmyfamily.

.

Twoyearslater.

.
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Cora'sPOV

Soithadbeentwoyears,whoeversaidthatlove

graduallydecreasesastimegoesbyhasprobably

nevermetus,ourlovegrewstrongereachandevery

day.Wehadourdifferencesandfightsbutwe

resolvedtheminstantly,Iliketothinkthatwe'reeach

other'sstrengthandweakness.Crazyright?.Iwas



doingmytheoreticallytraining/takingresidency,I

stillhadfouryearstogoandthenIhadtotakeone

yeardoingcommunityserviceandthenpost

graduateinspecialisationasagynaecologist.There

werealotofexaminationinvolvedinbetween.

Duringtheresidencywecaredforpatientsunder

supervisionofseniorphysiciansandweearned

relativeasalaryoftwentythousandrandsrange.

Duringresidencywehadtokeepclinicalrecordsin

whichweparticipatedin.Iworkedonon-callhours,I

finishedaround7pmandstartedat7am.Others

choseflexiblehours,Istayedintheprovided

apartmentswhichwasafewhousesfromthe

hospital.Thereweretwobuilding,someformales

andoneforfemales.Theapartmentsweren'tthat

spacious,Therewasabedroom,bathroomanda

studyroomonly.Therewasacanteenonthefirst

floorofthetwobuildings.soirritated."Sorrysis'but

Ican't,Ihavebeentellingyouthisforthepastfew

monthsnow.AddressthisissuewithMichaelor

betteryethismother.Youcan'tkeeponrunning

fromyourin-laws"Isaidseriously."Arghfine,I'llask

someoneelse"shesaidthenhunguponme.Well



shehadamonsterinlawthereandMichaellovedhis

mothertobits.Amandaandherdidn'treallyget

alongprettywell.

.

Sibonisoandsiweallgotmarriedandtheywere

expecting.Sandileandhiswifeseriouslygot

divorced.DevyankaandRajfixedtheirmarriageand

theywerehappilymarriedwitha17monthsold

daughter.Otherswerestillhappilymarriedtoo.

Priyahadatwoweek'solddaughter,itwasabout

time.Theyoldsonwas8yearsoldforcryingoutloud.

TiaxiangandEsihleweretakingabreak,wegot

usewegotusedtothemdoingthat.Idroveinas

soonasthesecurityopenedthegateformeitwas

almost9pm.Thelightswerestillone,Iopenedthe

garageusingtheremotecontrol.Tookmybagsand

IwenthomeonFridayeveningsandcamebackon

Sundayevenings,Salvatorewasnothappywithit.

Wehardlyspenttimetogether,studyhadbecome

mydailymeal.We'dsometimesfightonSunday

morningsbecauseI'dwanttogotochurchandhe'd

wantmetostayindoorscuddledupagainsthim.



ThentherehadtothisNinacharacter,tohersurprise

LorecallsmemommywhilehecallsherNina.He'd

sometimescryatnightaskingformeandSalvatore

wouldvideocallmeordrivetotheresidency.

Lorenzowasgoingtobeturning3yearsintwo

months,itwasthe13nthofFebruary.Heandhis

papahavethesamemonthofbirthwhichisApril.

Theirbirthdaysareseparatedbyjusttwoweeks.It

waswasFridayIhadjustgotbackfromthehospital,

Iwasbusypackingmybag,Iwasgoingtodrive

myselfhome.AnotherthingIfinallygotmydriver's

license,Salvatorewasbreathingdownmyneck.I

hadfailedacoupleoftimesuntilIpassed.Iwas

drivingoneofhiscars.ItwasanAudiRScoupe,

silverincolor.Itwashisbirthdaygiftfromhis

grandparents.Itstilllookedprettymuchnew

althoughithadamilageoffiveyears.Myphone

rang,itwasAmanda'MrsSullivan"Iasked

supportingitwithmyshoulder."Ohhplease"she

saidgiggling."What'sup"Iasked.WellAmandaand

Michaelfinallygotmarriedandhadtheirbaby.

AmandanamedhimLeonardowhichmeansbrave

asalion.Hehadhisfather'sfeaturesalloverhim.



TheymovedintohishouseaftertheweddingandI

washismaidofhonour."Can'tIjustcallmybest

twinsistereverwithoutanysuspicions"sheasked."

Mmh,isee.YoujustwantedtosayHi.I'llhangup

thencauseitseemslikeyou'vedonejustthat"Isaid.

"Actually,Iwantedtoaskyouforafavor"shesaid."

Iknewit,whatisit?"Iaskedcuriously.."Couldyou

givemyhusbandacallandrequestthatIvisityou,I

reallydon'twanttogotohisparent'shouse.Iswear

I'dstranglehismotherifIhadtospendtheentire

weekendwithher"shesaidsoundingwentupstairs,

"mommy"Lorenzoexcitedlyexclaimedrunning

towardsme,Iputdownmybagsandthenpicked

himupandspinnedhimaround.Hewaswatching

cartoonsontelevision,"Imissyoumommy"hesaid

playingwithmyhair."Imissedyoutoomybaby"I

saidkissinghimallovertheface,hecouldn'thelpbut

giggledlikealways."Whatareyouwatchinghere"I

askedwalkingtowardsthetelevision."Youknow"he

saideyebrowsraised."NoIdon't"Iprotested."Yes

youdo"heinsisted."NoIdon't"Iprotestedagainst

thefact."Yesyoudo"heinsisted."Mmhok,letme

guess.Guitarandfriends?"Isaid."Mom!,Butyou



cansee"heexclaimedpointingatthetelevision."

Whatisthis?,TomandJerry?"Iasked."No,Idon't

likeTomandJerry"hesaidcoveringhisface.

.

withhistinyhand."ItmustbeMashaandtheBear

then"Isaid.Henoddedchildishly."Where'syour

Papa?"Iaskedsmiling."He'sworkingasalways"he

saidsighingheavilyandputtingahandonhischeek,

hewasadramakingthatone.Buthehadhis

momentsofscarysilence,"mmh,workaholic.Let's

goandgethimoutofhisoffice"Isaidputtinghim

down,atleasttryingtobecauseheheldontomy

throat."AhhLore,aren'tyoutoooldtobecarried

around?"IaskedwalkingtoAlonzo'sofficewithhim

inmyarms.Hewasbusyshakinghisheadno."

Papalookwho'shere"hewasthefirstonetosayas

IopenedthedoortoAlonzo'soffice."Cora?,I

thoughtyousaidyou'dbecominghometomorrow

sinceyou'retired"Joaquinaskedsurprised."I

changedmymind,Imissedyouguys"Isaidwalking

towardshim.Wemethalfwayandsharedaslightly

kiss."EauwGod"Loresaidclosinghiseyes."Hey,



That'smyline"Isaidglaringathim."No,it'spapa's

line"hesaid."YourPapahardlyeverusetheword'

God'Lorenzo.Sincewhendidyoubecomealier''I

askedseriously."Okay,IamsorryforlyingbutI'lltell

Papa,Mom"hesaid,"tellhimwhat?"Iasked

frowning."Whyyousay'euwGod'.Yousaidit

becausehehadasmellymouthandthenhekissed

you"hesoldmeout."Really?"Salvatoreasked

staringdownatme."Nobaby,don'ttellmeyou

believethisovertalkativelittledevil'srascal.He's

lying"Isaidshakingmyhead."I'mtellingthetruth"

loresaid."Goandwatchyourfavoriteshows,I'll

dealwithmommyhere"Salvatoresaidputtinghim

down.Hewalkedafewstepsandthenturned

around"Mom...What'sarascallike"heasked."

Handsomelikeyoumyboy"Isaidgiggling,he

noddedthenleft."Whatisitwithmymouthagain?"

Heaskedpullingmeclosertohim."Yourmouth?,

I'mlost"Isaidactingsoconfused."Really,youhave

aslowmemorynow?"Heasked."OhhIremember

now,there'snothingtofeelashamedof,itwasstill

earlyinthemorningandyoukissedmewithyou

unbrushedmouth.ThereitisIconfessed"Isaidas



heputmeontopofhisdesk."Nowyouremember?"

Hesaidsmiling."Don'tletthethirdpartycomein

betweenusbabywami"Isaidputtingmyhandson

hischest.Hewasstandingin-betweenmythighs."

Myboyisnowthethirdparty?"Heaskedchuckling

casually.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,"yourwordsnot

mine"Isaidsmiling."Howwasyourweek"heasked

seriously."Tiresomeandlong...Evenmyfeethurts.

Howwasyours?"Iasked."Itwasokay,Ihadno

meetings.I'mgoingonabusinesstriptoDurbanon

Monday,Iwanttocheckouttheprogressonthe

building"hesaid."Whenwillyoubecomingback?"I

askedlookingupathim."Idon'tknowreally,It

mighttaketwotothreeweeks"hesaid."Weeks?,

WeeksAlonzo...you'rekiddingright?"Iasked

unbelievingly."Trytounderstand,it'sbusiness

related.Igotnochoice,there'salotofmateriali

needtobuyppersonally.Andworkonthebudget.

Threeweeksisnotthatlongilmiocuerobatte"he

saidholdingmyfacefrombothsidesandkissingme.

"ThreeweeksisalongtimeJoaquin"Isaidsighing

heavily."Youwon'tevenrealizethatI'mnothere,

takethisasanopportunityforyoutofocusonyour



studiesmore"hesaidtryingtocalmmedown."Of

courseI'llnotice,evenLorenzowon'tbethere.I'm

goingtomissyouguys"Isaidfeelingsoemotional."

HowaboutPetuniabathEnzotonightandiscrub

yourbackandmassageyourbody"heaskedso

seductively."I'dlikethatbutLorewill—..."Shhh,I'll

takecareofthat.Goupstairsandgetintothat

shower,I'llbethereinafewminutes"hesaidputting

hisfingeronmylips.Iwentupstairswhilehetalked

withLorenzointhesittingroom.Iwenttothe

bathroom,tookoffmyclothesandshoes,andgot

undertheshower.AfewminuteslaterIfelthis

handsonmyback.Hetookthescrubbingsponge,

putabubblybathingsouponitandsponge,puta

bubblybathingsouponitandvbwashedme.Ihad

myeyesclosed,justenjoythetinglingsensationson

mybody.Hisscrubbingsstayedlongeronmy

sensitiveparts,noticed.Ileanedbackonhisbody."

GoingtochurchonSunday?"Heaskedcasually.I

shookmyheadno,"sinceyou'releavingforsucha

longtimeI'mnotgoinganywhere"Isaidslowly."Is

it?"Heasked,notreallyasking."Lorenzodoesn't

wanttogobacktohismother's"hesaid,thattopic



gotmeturningaroundtofacehim."Why,what

happened?"Iasked."Hesaidsomenastythings,I'm

goingtofixwithNinaonSunday.Iwanthertocome

andpickhimup,weneedtooverlookour

agreement"hesaidsolemnly,"ain'tyougoingtotell

me?"Iaskedlookingintohiseyes."Nottoday,Ijust

wantyoutorelaxabit.Let'sjustsayhe'scohabiting

inmyson'sapartment"hesaid.Inoddedslowly,I

didn'twantanythingbadtohappentomyLorenzo.

Nothingshouldhappentohim,Ilovedhimdearly.

.

Heismyson,itdoesn'tmatterifIdidn'tgivebirthto

him.Whatmattersisthebondandloveweshare."

Relax,youlooksotense"Salvatoresaidkissingmy

forehead."HowcanInotbetensedwhenthematter

concernsLore,nothingbadshouldhappentomy

son."Isaidfeelingsoagitated."Shhh,comedown

willyou?.Nothingbadhappened,I'mnotgoingtolet

anythingbadhappenedaslongasI'mstillaliveEnzo

issafe"hesaidassuringme.Ifeltatease,Iknewhe

wasn'tbluffing.AnywaysIscrubbedhisbodytoo.An

hourlaterwegotoutoftheshower,hewipedhis



bodyandmoisturiseditthenworehisboxers.I

wipedmineandmoisturiseditthenworemypanties,

hesaidthatImustnotdressupsincehewasgoing

togivemeawholebodymassage.Iwaslyingonmy

chest,ontopofthewhitebedsheetcoversandhe

wasontopofmeliterallysittingonmybuttwhile

massagingmyshouldersandback.ItfeltsogoodI

mustadmitAnhourlaterhewasmassagingmyfeet

andIwassittingupright,mybodyfeltatease."A

massagingparlour,really"Iaskedchuckling."What?

It'snotsuchabadidea.I'llgetmyinteriordesigner

toworkonitASAP"Hesaidsoseriousaboutthe

ideaofahomemassagingparlour."Andwho's

goingtogivewhoamessage,I'dliketoknow"Isaid

frowning."We'regoingtogiveeachother,Ihavea

gymandacinema,sowhynotamassageparlor.I

couldactuallyhiresomeoneifmassagemewould

beaproblemforyou"hesaid,"andyouthinkthat

I'mgoingtoletanotherwomanhaveaccesstoyour

body,you'vegottobekiddingme"Isaidnotso

smilinganymore."Soyoudon'twantotherwomen

touchingthis...Ithoughtsharingiscaring.Sinceyou

gotochurcheverySunday,youshouldknowmore



aboutthegoodnessofsharing"hesaidleavingmy

feetandmovinguptomyupperbody."Icanshare

everythinginthisworldbutnotjustyou.You'remine

aloneAlonzo"Isaidlookingathim"oh,really?"He

askedputtinghishandsonmybarewaist,mindyou

Iwasstillwearingmypantiesonly."Really"Isaid

firmly."Guesswhat,thefeelingismutual"hesaid

caressingmybreasts."Whateverideaisrunning

throughthatdirtymindofyoursbetterstop.Ineed

somepeacefulsleeptonight,nofunnybusiness"I

saidremovinghishands."Yousure?"Heasked.I

nodded"very"Isaid."Yousure"hesaidthen

unexpectedlytookmynippleintohismouth."What

areyoudoing"Iaskedgiggling."Trytomakeyou

hornyasmuchasIam"hesaidlookingintomyeyes.

"Justoneroundandthenyoucangetallthesleep

youwant"hesaid."Justone"Isaid.Hethen

attackedmewithakiss,noquestionsasked.Hewas

caressingmywholebody,Ihadmyfingersatthe

backofhishead.Heslippedhishandundermy

panties,Iopenedupmylegswidelyandhewas

massagingthebudinmyvalleyoffire.Wewere

Frenchkissing,itwasgettinghotintherewhenI



heardLore'svoicecrying...

Outsidethedoor,"mommy"hesaid.Ipulledout

fromthekissandlistenedupcarefully."Comeon"

Salvatoresaidannoyed."MommyI'mscared"he

screamedoutside,irushedtotheclosetandgot

dressedupintomynightdress."Whatisitbaby?"I

askedopeningthedoorforhim,hejustrushedina

huggedmyleg."Whathappened,areyouscared

again?"Iasked."There'samonsterinmyroom.I

wanttosleepwithyou"hesaidcrying."Lorenzo,

there'snomonsterinsideyourroom.Justgoback

andsleep"Salvatoresaidimpatiently."PapapleaseI

wanttosleephere"hesaidcryingevenmore."

Shhh...it'sokay,you'regoingtosleepwithustonight

andthenwe'regoingtogoandsearchforthe

monstertomorrowmorning.Come"Isaidpicking

himup.HewaswearinghisPJswhilecarryinghis

Teddybear."ReallyCora?"Salvatoresaid

unbelievingly."I'msorrybaby,I'mgoingtomakeit

uptoyoutomorrow"Isaidhelplessly.Stuckbetween

arockandahardplace."Whatever...Goodnight"he

saidgettingundercoverssoirritated.IputLorein



betweenusandwewenttosleep.Lorenzoholding

ontomydress.

.

Mightcontinuelateron.
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Cora'sPOV

Iwokeuparound8am,Iwasaloneinbed.Irubbed

myeyesyawning,wenttothebathroomandtooka

fewminutesshower.PutbackmyPJs,sleepersand

gown.ItwaskindofcoldandmyPJswere

comfortableandwarm.Iwalkeddownstairsand

foundLorenzoandSalvatorehavingbreakfast,it

wascornflakeswithcrunchesandfruits.Lorenzo

hadmadeamessInfrontofhim.Hecouldhardly

holdthespoon."Goodmorningguys...here"Isaid

givinghimateaspoonandtakingthespoon."Good

morningmommy"hesaidlookingupatme.

Salvatorejustkeptquiet."Okay..."Imurmuredsoftly

andfrowning.Itookouttwoeggsfromthe

refrigerator,greenyellowandredpepper,butterand

milk.Mademyselfascrambledegg,twoslicesof



toast.FriedtooViennas,aglassoforangejuice.

tookoutafewfruits,washedthemandputthemina

sideplate.Iwentandsetinthelivingroom,opened

channel325.

.

"Goupstairsandbrushyourteeth"IsaidtoLorenzo

whojustjoinedmeonthecouch."Idon'twantto"he

whined."Lorenzogotoyourroomandbrushyour

teeth"Isaidfirmly."No,no,no"heprotestedshaking

hishead."Okay,I'lljusttellyourPapathen,doyou

stillrememberthewhippinghegaveyouthelast

timeyoupulledastuntlikethis"Isaidwarningly."

I'mgoing"hesaidfastly.Alonzowasalready

upstairs,hecamedownlater,carkeysinhishand.

Hewaswearingagolft-shirtalongwiththeshorts

andsneakersthenajerseytiedaroundhisneck,

hangingdownhisback."Whereareyougoing?"I

askedbuthejustignoredme.Iwalkedbehindhim

untilIcatchedupwithhim,yankedthecarkeysfrom

him."Iaskedyouaquestion"Isaidlookinghimin

theeyes."Coragivemebackmycarkeys"hesaid,I

couldn'treadhisfacialexpression."I'mnotgiving



youtheseuntilyouanswermyquestion,whereare

yougoingAlonzo?"Iaskedfirmly."Isn'tit

obvious?,youknowwhat.I'lljusttakeanothercar,

youcankeepthosekeys"hesaidwalkingtowards

thedoorthatleadstothegarage.Whereallthekeys

werehangingbutIranthereandtookallthecars'

keys."Whatareyoudoing,youdonotwantmeto

getphysicalwithyounow,doyou?"Hesaid

solemnly,andlookingallshadesofpissed."Tryme"

Isaidgulpingdownthelumpinmythroat."Okay,

let'splaythisgame"hesaidwalkingtowardsme.'

whattodoCora'myinnervoiceaskedshitscared.

ThenextthingIknewIhadallthekeysinmypanties.

"DonotcomeanywherenearmeorelseI'llscream"

Isaidpointingathimwithmyindexfinger."Scream

allyouwantsweetheart,givememykeys"hesaid

hoveringoverme."Iaskedyouasimplequestion,

justanswerthatandthenwe'llbethroughwiththis"I

saidfoldingmyarms."Idon'tseeareasonwhyI

shouldanswertoyou,whyshouldI?.Areyoumy

wife,mymotherormaybemyfather?"Heasked

seriously."I'mnotyourwife,notyet.I'myourfuture

wife"Isaidsoconfidentlythathechuckledabit."



Really?"HeaskedsocoldbutIhadnotimetogo

there,Ididn'twanttoputanissueontopoftheother.

Iwantedtoresolvelastnight'sissue."Yes,noware

youreadytoanswermyquestion"Isaidlookingup

athim."Justgivemethedamnkeysandstop

utteringnonsense"hesaidroughpullingmecloser

tohimbymypants."Help,somebodyhelp!"I

screamedloudlythenI'veeverscreamed,hegot

shockedandletgoofme."He'stryingtoforce

himselfonme,help!"Iscreamed,hecoveredmy

mouthwithhishugehand."Areyoucrazy"heasked

eyespoppedout."Mmhmmh"Imurmuredsoftly

tryingtoremovehishandfrommymouth."

Attemptedrapeissuchahugeoffense.Youcould

getjailedfortwoorayearatleast.Imaginewhat

thoseruthlessinmateswoulddotoagorgeousman

likeyou,ncncnc"Isaidshakingmyhead."Whatthe

fuckiswrongwithyou?,JustgivemethekeysI'm

alreadylatebecauseofyou"hesaidangrily."Baby

wami,whereareyougoing?"Iaskedsmilingand

puttingmyhandsaroundhisneck.Helookeddown

atmeunbelievingly."I'mgoingtoplaygolfcoursein

agolfcoursejust30minutesawayfromhere.I'm



meetingupwithsomepotentialinvestors"hesaid

sighingheavily,"yousee,thatwasn'tsohard.

Communicationisthekeytoeverysuccessful

relationshipoutthere.Sowhenareyoucoming

back"Iasked."Forreally?"Heaskedeyespopped

out."I'mjustkidding...howdidyoulikemyacting?"I

saidgiggling,hechuckledinrelief."BeforeIgiveyou

yourkeysaboutyesterdayI'msorry.Icouldnotjust

leaveLorenzocryingoutsidethedoorinthemiddle

ofthenight.I'mnotheartlesslikeyou,tryto

understand"Isaidseriously."We'vediscussedthisa

zilliontimesbeforebutyoualwaysendupdoingthe

samething,andIhavetobeartheheat.Youalways

openthedoorforhim,he'sgottalearntosleepalone.

It'snotcalledbeingheartlessit'scalledtoughlove.

Tryitsometimes"hesaidseriously."He'sjustalittle

kid"Isaiddefensively."Exactly,ifyoudon'tnot

showhimtherightpathfromnow.He'llspiraloutof

controladhegrowsup.Justtrytounderstand"he

said."Okay,IunderstandandforthethirdtimeI'm

sorry.Ipromiseitwillneverhappenagain"Isaid."

Don'tmakepromisesyoucan'tfulfill,justtrytobe

firmwithhim.Maybeonceinawhile"hesaidandI



nodded."CanIhavemycarkeysback"heasked

extendinghishand."Take'em"Isaidsmilingso

naughtily."Yougottabekiddingme"hesaidsighing

thengothishandsinmypanties.Hetookthemone

byone,"seeyoulater"hesaidkissingmylipsthen

walkingdownthegarage."AndCora,makesureto

washthosekeysevenRobinsonusesthem"hesaid

chuckling."Fuckyou"Ishoutedlaughing.

.

Amanda'sPOV

"Lookhowskinnymygrandsonis"Gracesaid

referringtoLeowhowas18monthsold.HerandI

nevergotalong,althoughourflightsweren'talways

verbalbutdeepdowninmyheartIknewshedisliked

meandIstartedtoreciprocate.Iwasn'tabouttobe

thegooddaughterin-lawwhojustlethermotherin-

lawwalkalloverher.Ihadmyownuncivilizedhead,

althoughitwaslikethatwetriedtogetcivilizedwith

eachotherforMichaelandLeo'ssake.Myblood

pressurealwaysmanagedtorisewheneverMichael

wouldraisethetopicofusvisitinghisparents.My

parentsarestilloutthereprovidingmedicalhelpbut



wetalkalmosteveryday.Backtograce,hisson

loveshertobits.SometimesIwanderedifitwas

alwayslikethatormaybeMichaelwasfeelingguilty

ofhisbrothers'deaths.Iwasdoingmythirdyearin

physiotherapy.Leoisthebestthingthathadever

happenedtomeandtothinkthatIalmost

terminatedhimkillsmeEverysingleday,wheneverI

lookathimIrememberthatdayclearly.everysingle

detailisprintedonmymind.He'shisfather'scopy,

allhegotofmewasthenoiseandhandsnothing

more."Whatareyousaying,he'sperfectlyfine"I

saiddefensively.Weweresittingbythepoolunder

theumbrellaandshewascarryingLeowhileMichael

andhissiblingsandfatherwereswimming."You

knownothingabouttakingcareoftoddlers,I

understandit'syourfirsttimeafterall.Andthefact

thatyouneverwantedachildverysaysitall"she

keptoncriticizingme."I'mnevergoingtohearthe

endofthis,amIgrace?"Iaskedshakingmyhead

unbelievingly."WhatdidIsaynow..."Sheasked

actingallinnocent."Ohpleasejustdroptheact,we

bothknowthatyou'veneverlikedme.EversinceI

steppedmyfootinthishouseyou'vealwaysfounda



waytodragmedown,tellyouwhatit'snotworking.

Tryhardermotherin-law.Yoursonismineyou,get

overit"Isaidangrily."WhatareyousayingAmanda?,

I'vedonenothingbutloveyou.Itreatyoulikemy

owndaughterandthisishowyouthankme?"She

askedcryingoutloud.Thusdrawingeverybody's

attentiontous."What'sgoingonhere,momwhyare

youcrying"Michaelaskedgettingoutofthe

swimmingpool."Momwhyareyoucrying?"Michael

askedagainlookingather."Amandawhat

happened?"Heaskedonceagain,everybodywas

standingInfrontofus."Yourwifeisinsultingme

Mike,inmyownhome"shesaidsodramaticallythat

astrangerwouldhavebelievedher,butIguessed

theyallbelievedherbecausetheyturnedtheir

attentiontome.''Amandawhydidyouinsultmy

mom?''Michaelaskedsoangrily."Wow!..."I

exclaimedeyespoppedout."Insultyourmother?,

Youknowwhatit'sgoodthatyouasked.Ithinkit's

abouttimewetalkedaboutallthenonsenseIhadto

bare."Isnappedsoupset.Hisquestioncouldhave

beenlike'Amandaisittrueorbetteryet'Amanda

wouldn'tdothatmother.'



"Whatnonsenseareyoutalkingabout?"Heasked."

Yourmother'snonsense"Ishoutedtakingmyson

fromGrace."Shehasbeenbreathingdownmyneck

eversinceyouintroducedmeasyourgirlfriend.To

thinkthatIthoughtmyparentswereworsethan

Yoursmakesmefeelsodisgustedwithmyself.I

thoughtthatheropinionaboutmewouldchange

afterLeowasbornorwhenwegotmarried.But

thingsjustgotworseandI'vehadenoughofit,she's

alwayscomplainingaboutthewayIdress,how

skimpymyclothesare,howIcook.IknowIama

badcookbuthassheevertriedtoteachme?,No

right?.Ifit'snotthatthenit'sthewayI'mnottaking

goodcareofyou,likehell?.AmIyourservantorwife.

ShouldIfeedyou,changeyourdiaper.Areyouakid,

whotookcareofyoubeforeIcameintoyourlife.

Whoeveritis,wasclearlydoingagreatjob.Hirethat

personbackbecauseIamfedupofyourmother's

complaints.Andthenithastobemyson,IknowI'm

averygoodmothertomyson.Ihavenodoubtabout

that,shehastocommentonhowskinnyhelooks.

OnelastthingIamfuckingtiredofhearingaboutthe

abortionstuff,she'salwaysremindingmethatI



neverwantedachild.LikehellIdonotknowthat,

whoknowsthatstorybetterthanme?.AndIhave

noticedMichael,Ihavebeennoticinghowyoujust

brushmostofhercriticism.WhereelseIWaitfor

yoursupport,I'mhumantoo.Ihavefeelingsandshe

hasbeenhurtingthemforalongtimenow.I'mfed

up,youshouldhaveaskedfirstbeforeaccusingme

ofinsulatingyourmotherbutIguessbloodisthicker

thanwater"IspokemymindthenWaltzedinsidethe

housetopackmybagsandLeo'sbag.Hewas

cryingandIwascryingtoowhilepacking.Therewas

nothingmuchtheretopackjustafewclothesfor

theweekend."Canwetalk"Michaelaskedentering

theroom.Icarriedmybagsandthenmyson,took

thecarkeysintheTVstand.Hewasstandingonthe

doorway,"move!"Iscreamedathim."I'mnotgoing

anywhereuntilwetalkaboutthis"hesaidsomanly."

Michaelisaidmove"Irepeatedwarningly."Ithink

youandmymothershouldresolvethisand...let's

justsayhewasneverreadyfortheslapthat

followednext."You'renotgoinganywherewithmy

son,you'reinnostatetodrive.Justcalmdownand

puttheclothesbackinside"hesaidsounshakenby



theslapigavehim."Iaminnostatetodrive?,Huh.

YoufeelthatImightgetintoacaraccidentwhile

withyourson,right?.Ifyou'resoconcernedabout

yoursonthenwhydon'tyoutakehim,maybeyou

andyourmeanmotherwouldraisehimupbetter

thanIam.Heretakehim"Isaidangrilyshovingthe

babyathim."Amanda,that'snotwhatImeantand

youknowthat"hesaidbehindmeasIwas

ascendingdownthestairs."Mandylet'stalkabout

thisasafamily"hisfathersaidasItookthegate

andgarageremotecontrol."Notnowfather"Isaid

walkingtowardsthegarage.IopeneditandgotInto

thecarthenreversedoutside.Openedthegateand

thenIwasoutofhersuffocatinghome.Michaelwas

busycallingaftermetheentiretime.Iwantedtojust

bealone,thereisnobetterplacethanhomeforthat.

.

Cora'sPOV

Imadedinnerlastnight,Iwasnotgoodincooking

asmuchasmySalvatoreisbutitstilltastedgood.

OverthepasttwoyearsI'velearnedtoprepareafew

Italiandishesandothers.ImadeMuttonstewand



papandafewsalads,itwasOK.thefourofushad

dinner,Petuniaincluded.Sheofferedtowashthe

dishesafterwardsandIWashedLorenzothenread

himabedtimestory.Hedidn'tbotheruslastnightso

wesnackedoneachotheruntilwegottired.Islept

likeakidinsuchalongtime.Iwaswokenupbythe

loudvoicescomingfromdownstairs.Icheckedthe

timeinmyiPhoneS5whichheboughtformeduring

mybirthdaylastyear.Itwas10am.Salvatorewas

notinbed,IWashedmyfaceandmouthbefore

goingdownstairs.IfoundSalvatoreshoutingatNina.

"YouaregoingtosignthisagreementNina,likeitor

not.Thisshouldbeeasyforyou.It'snotlikeyoulove

myson,you'rejustusinghimasapawntoextract

moneyfromme"heshoutedsoangrily."Hellonana,

it'sgoodthatyou'rehere.Trytotalksomesenseinto

histhickhead"shesaidsarcastically.Shenever

stoppedcallingmenanalikeIwasasmallkid."

What'sgoingonhere?"Iasked."Yourboyfriend

hereistryingtogetmetosignacontractthatstates

thatMongezispendstendayswithmewhilehe

spendstwentywithyou.Nowtellme,isthatfair?"

Sheaskedarmsfoldedaroundhischest."Ihaveno



ideawhat'sfairorwhat'snotbutonethingIknowfor

sureI'mgoingtobethefirstonetoapplyforLore's

solecustodyincourt.Andthenyou'regoingtolose

him,withyourdrugsproblemIdoubtthatthejudge

isevengoingtogiveyouachancetospeak.You

disappearforweeksandthencomebacklater,

you'reconfusingthechild.Idoubtthatyoustillhave

thatnursingjob.Justsignthedamncontract,at

leastyoustillgettoseeyourson"Isaidthen

yawningafterthat."Tellyourlittlebitchtoshutup

OK!.Whatdoesshe—..."Whatdidyoujustsay?"

Alonzoaskedwalkingtowardsherandshewas

walkinginreverse."Joaquin,there'snoneedforthat.

She'sLorenzo'smom"Isaidstandingupandgetting

inbetweenthem."Idon'tcareifshe'sLorenzo's

momorgrandma,shehasnorighttoinsultyoulike

that"hesaidfuming."I'vegotusedtohersaying

that,itdoesn'taffectmeatall.Thinkofherasamad

woman,itgetseasierthatway"Isaidputtingmy

handsonhischest."What?,Amadwoman."She

askedchuckling."You'redefinitelyright,she'scrazy.

JustsignthefuckingagreementNina.Onelastthing,

Idon'twantyoustupidboyfriendanywherenearmy



son'sapartment.IfIeverseehimagain,IswearI'll

putabulletthroughhisblackskull"hesaidthrough

grittedteeth."Trydoingthatandyou'llknowwhat

thecopsarefor"shesaidnotbackingdown."Ifyou

thinkthatI'mscaredofthecopsthenyouclearly

don'tknowwhoIam.Iownthedamncops

sweetheart"hesaidsoscary.Hisfacialexpression

wasofthatwhenIchasedhimoutofmyapartment

afewyearsago."CanIhavemysonback"she

askedactingsobravelybutIsawitinhereyesshe

wasshutscared."PetuniabringdownLorenzo"I

calledout,Iwantedhertoleavebeforeshitwent

down.Petuniaascendeddownthestairswith

Lorenzowhowasbusytalking.''letmegoandget

mybag"PetuniasaidputtingLorenzodownthen

walkingtowardsherroom.Whichwasdownthe

stairs."Mongezicometomommy"Ninasaidspread

herarmswithasmilewhichlookedsoforeigntoher.

"No,Idon'twanttogo"Lorenzoprotestedholding

ontomyleg."Gowithher,papawillcomeagetyou

nextweek.Okay?,He'llbuyyouthatbigcaryou've

alwayswanted"Itriedtohaveanicebabytalkwith

himbuthejustshookhisheadandCried."No,don't



wanttogo.Pleasedon'tletmegowithhermommy"

hecriedshakinghisheadandclingingontomyneck.

"Lorenzo,it'sonlyforacoupleofdays.She'sgoing

tobuyyousweets.Isn'titNina''Iaskedlookingat

herafterpickinghimup."Yes,I'mgoingtobuyyou

chocolates.JustcomewithmeMongezi"Ninasaid

tryingtobepatientbutshelookedmoreimpatient

instead."No,Idon'twanttogowithNinamom,I

wanttostaywithmymomandPapa"heprotested

holdingontighttome.Yeshecalledher'Ninamom'

.Ninaswiftlywalkedtowardsusandtriedtotake

himforcefully,thekidwaskickingandshrugginghis

wholebody."Papa,she'sbad.Pleasedon'tlether

takeme"hecriedoutloudforhispapawhowasjust

walkingupanddown."Mongezi,yekalelwabishi

oyenzayo"shecursedgivinghimafewslapsonhis

bodyandoneacrosshisface.Myarmtoogotthe

slap."Nina,stopit.Youcan'thitakidlikethat"Isaid

shieldingLorenzoawayfromher."Andwhoareyou

totellmewhattodo,whydon'tyougivebirthtoyour

ownchildandthenyoucanstartcommentingon

howIshouldtreatmine.Givebirthtoyourownchild

Nanaandstopsnatchingawayotherpeople'skids.



Mychildevencallsyourlittleassmommy,just

imagine"shesaidtryingtogetholdofMongezi."

Stopit"Salvatoreshoutedholdingherholdingher

backfromus."Getyourfilthyhandsoffme"she

screamedshruggingviolently."ShutupbeforeIslap

you"Salvatoreshouted."Doit,what'sstoppingyou?"

Sheshoutedback.Actuallyalmostreceivedaslap,"

stopit"Ishouted."JuststopOK,there'sachild

here"Iaddedthenwalkedupstairswiththecrying

Lore.

.

10minuteslaterIhadmanagedtocalmhimdown."

Shhh,you'renotgoinganywhere.She'snotgoingto

takeyou,I'mnotgoingtolether.Okay"Isaid

comfortinghim.HewaslyingonmythighsandIwas

sittingonbed,brushinghishead.Salvatorewalked

inandsetdownontheedgeofthebed."Sheleft,

aftershesignedtheagreement.I'msorryyouhadto

dealwiththat"hesaid,hehadhisbackonus."Ishe

okay?"Heaskedturningaround."He'llsurvive,I

thinkashortdrivetoanicecreamstorewouldmake

himfeelbetter.Letmegoandtakeashower"Isaid



standingup.Hewasalreadysleeping.Iwasso

upsetthatIdidn'tfeelliketalking.Ninamusthave

gotusedtojustslappinghim,maybethat'swhyhe

refusedtogowithher.

[6/10,13:22]Lynne:Page59

Amanda'sPOV

.

"I'mgoingtoaskyouagain,whatareyoustillhere"I

askedMichaelwhoGodknowshowhegotintomy

housebutIwasstartledbyhispresenceasIwoke

up.Hewassittingonthecouchoppositetomybed"

Canwetalk?''heaskedsochilledwhileIwasgrilling

inside."Talk?,NoIdon'tthinksobutspeakyes,you

canspeak"Isaidchucklingunbelievingly.Aftersuch

alongtimehefinallywantedtotalkifhewasn't

awareofhismother'sbehavior.Michaelissucha

smartman,I'mdamnsurehenoticedbutjustchose

toignore."TosaythatIdidn'tnoticehowhostilemy

mothercanbetoyouwouldbealie,Ijustdidn'tthink

thatitwasthatdeep.Youdidn'tseemthatmuch

affectbyherbehaviorat—..."Wow,justwow.SoifI



didn'tburstoutyouwouldnothavebudged.You

wouldhavewaitedforthesituationto'affect'me.

Howfunny,you'resohilarious"Isaidangrilyand

sarcastic."I'msorryAmanda,butpleasetryto

understand.Hearmeoutfirst...Ididn'twanttobreak

mymother'sheart,intheprocessoftryingtoavoid

doingthatIendedupbreakingyoursandIapologize

forthat.Ijustdidn'twanthertofeelthatIwas

driftingawayfromher,sheseesmeasherolderson

sincemybrotherspassedaway.Ijustwantedtobe

thereforher,afterwhathappened...itwasallmy

fault,Ifeelobligatedtomeeteachandeveryoneof

herwishes,makeherhappy.IknowI'venotbeenthe

besthusbandtoyoubutIpromisetochangeall

that...Italkedtomother,let'sfixeverythingasa

family."Heexplainedsincerely."Idon'tknow

Michael,yourmotherhasinsultedmeenough,Idon't

knowifthiscouldbefixed.I'lljuststayawayfrom

her,youandLeocangoandvisitthem.I'lljuststay

behind,stayaway.Inthatwaytherewon'tbe

anythingarguing,thereitis,problemsolved."Isaid

looking,andfiggitatingwithmyfingers."Don'tdo

thatMandy,runningawayfromyourproblemdoes



notcutit,let'sgohomeandfixthings.Shepromised

tobeatherbestbehavior.Younotbeingthere...it'll

notfeellikehome.it'snotanormalwayofliving...we

willtalkthingsout...Ifnotformethenpleasedothis

forourson,Leon"hesaid,makingmefeelsomesort

ofguilt,Ireluctantlyagreed.I'ddoanythingforLeo,

anything.

.

Cora'sPOV

IthasbeentwoweekssincethatNinadrama,

SalvatorewenttoDurbanasplanned.Salvatore

beingSalvatoreleftwithLorenzoandtherewas

nothingNinacoulddoaboutit.Irecentlyfoundout,

wetalkbutnotthatmuch.Ihaven'twenthomesince

thattime,itwasaSaturdayandIwasonmyway

there.Ineededtogetsomelaundrydone.Igotthere

around10am,thesecuritiesopenedupformeandI

drovein.Parkedinthegarageandwalkedup.The

housewasspotlessclean,allthankstoMary.

Salvatore'sclothesironedandhangedinthewalkin

closetperfectly.Ichangedintobumshortsand

Salvatore'sshirt.Ididmylaundry,ittookmetwo



hours.Irestedforawhileandthenironedlateron.

Ipreparedpastaandsauce,coveredinextracheese.

Therewasn'tthatmuchfoodinthehouse,which

remindedmetodosomeshopping.Iatewhile

watchinganicemovie,Ifeltsolonely.Idecidedto

callMandy,"mybitch!''shescreamedchildishly."

Areyoutryingtodeafenme?"Iaskedstartled."

Sorry...sowhat'sup?"Sheasked,shesoundedso

happy.WhileIwasbored,ImissedSalvatore.

Missedtheoldday,Ididn'tmisshimbecausehehas

beenawayfortwoweeksbutwehaven'tbeen

havingsomuchfun.Itwasalwaysschoolworkwith

meandhimthenewhotelParadisébeingbuiltin

Durban.Plustakingcareoftworestaurants,abar

andahotelbutconstantlycheckingupontheNGO

andtheorphanagewasn'tthateasy.GoshIdidn't

realizehowmuchtroublehehadonhisplateuntilI

mentioneditall."Hey,Iwaswonderingifyoucould

maybehelpmewiththegroceryshoppingtomorrow

morning?"Iaskedwithmyfingerscrossed."

tomorrowmorning?,I'llhavetocheckwithmy

husband.ButIhighlydoubtthatI'dbeabletomake



it"shesaid,soundingsooccupied."Okay,it'sokay...

it'snotaproblem"Isaidsodisappointed."You

knowwhat,screwmyhusband.I'llbetherearound

7am.Bereadybythen"shesaidallofasudden."

OhhOK,whatmadeyouchangeyourmind?"Iasked

surprised."Ifiguredsincewehaven'tbeenspending

muchtimetogetheryoumustbemissingmyfine

ass"shesaid."Euwthat'ssolesbian"Isaid."Imust

bemissingmyexgirlfriendthen"shesaidthen

laughedoutloud,Icouldn'thelpbutlaughtoo."Mike

willkillyouifheeverhearyousaythat"Isaid

chuckling."Hewouldn'tbeableto...hehasthattiny

softspotwhenitcomestome.Ifhedoesthenhe

willendupcommutingsuicide"shesaidplayfully,"

Mmh"that'sallIsaid,apartofthatmademethink

ofmyJoaquin."Soconfide...lookI'lltalktoyoulater.

There'sanincomingcall.Bye''Isaidthenanswered

thecall."Joaquin"Isaid,halfsmiling."Ilmiocuero

batte"hesaidsodeeply.Hisvoicestillmanagedto

makemyheartskipabit."Howareyoudoingtoday"

heasked."Butyouaskedmethatquestionearlier

today"Isaidfrowning."AndIamaskingyounow''he

saidalittlebitfirmbutsweet."Imissyou"after



sometimeofsilence."Whenareyoucomingback

home"heasked."Imissyoutoo"hesaidshortly."

Webothmissyou"heincludedLorenzointhat,who

musthavebeensleepingatthattimebecauseitwas

around7pm."Ican'twaitfortheholidayssothatwe

canspendasmuchtimetogetherwithoutany

disturbance"hesaid."Weshouldcomethere,spend

somenightsontheseashore.Makeloveontopof

theJeep"Isaid."AndhereIwasthinkingthatyou're

missingmebutinsteadyoumissmygiant

cucumber"hesaid,almostmakingmeshoke."No,

that'snottrueandyouknowit"Isaidsmiling,but

soundingsoserious."Ohhisit?"Heasked.Hemust

havebeenfrowning."yeah"Isaid."Really?.."hekept

onpushing."Okay,maybeImissyourdicktoo.So

what?,It'sstillapartofyou"Isaid,mycheeksmust

haveturnedcrimsonred."Finally!Sheadmits,what

areyoueatingthere"heasked."Nothing,whotold

youIwaseating"Iasked."Whoareyoutryingto

fool...Icanhearyourmoansandthewayyoushoke"

hesaid,"doyouhavetoknowmesowell?"Iasked

rollingmyeyes."Andnowyoumustberollingyou

tinyeyes"hesaid."Damnyou"Isaidkiddingly,he



chuckledabit.Wetalkedforhours,Ievenwentto

bedstilltalkingtohim.Ican'trememberhangingup,

Imusthavefellasleepwhilewewerestilltalking.I

waswokenupbytheringingdoorbell.Iwasstartled

tothepointwhereIfelloffbedandhitmybutton

theground."Ouch!''Iexclaimedgettingup.Iputon

mygownthenrusheddownstairs.Iopenedupandit

wasAmanda,whoalmoststrangledmeuponseeing

mestillinmyPJs."Sorry"Isaid."Really?"She

askedWalkingtowardsmeandI,walkingbackwards.

"Imusthavemissedthealarm"Isaid."You'restill

here?,Talking?,Getyourfatassupstairsandget

ready.Ican'ttrustthatnannywithmychild"shesaid.

"Goodmorningtoyoutoo''Isaidonmywayupstairs.

"HurryupCoh"sheexclaimed.Thetimewas9am

whenwegotintothemall."MissinganotherSunday

service?"Sheaskedfrowningatme,aswewere

shoppingatpicknpay."What?,I'mtired.Thistoois

important"Isaidshruggingmyshoulders."You

mustbereallytired"shesaidgiggling."No...what's

onyourmind,whateveris.Youbetterdropit"Isaid

warningly."Comeonit'sOKtolivealittle...besides

thatIdidn'tsayanything"shesaid,sealingherlips



withherthumbs."IknowyouAmanda,Iknowwhat

exactlyisgoingoninthatdirtymindofyours"Isaid.

"Iwasjustkidding..."Shesaidlaughing."ButCoh,

tellmeabitmoreaboutDrFrancis"Shesaid,

naggingme."Amandastopit"Isaidshakingmy

head"I'dnevercheatonSalvatore,never"Isaid

solemnly."Evenifhecheats?"Sheasked."I'dnever

dothattohim,betweenthetwoofus.IthinkIlove

himmorethanilovemyself"Isaid."Whathappens

ifhedies?''sheasked."Don'tsaythat!"Isaidfastly

andwarningly."He'snotthetypetodie"Iadded."

Hewouldn'tdothattome''Isaidfeelingso

emotionalallofasudden."Relax,Iwasjusttesting

you"shesaidpattingmyshoulder."Yeah...let's

finishshopping.I'mstarving"Isaidtakingthetinof

coffee.Wefinishedshoppingforfoodaround

1:30pm.Andthenwenttofisherwaysforbrunch,

orderedseafood."WouldyoucheatonMichael"I

askedaswewereeating."No,whywouldyouask

methat.Thatmanwouldburymealive"shesaid

eyespoppedout."Isitbecauseyoulovehimor

becauseyoufearhim"Iaskedfrowning."Ican't

decidereally"shesaidthoughtfully."Amanda!"I



exclaimed."I'mjustkidding,OKlook.Mykindof

lovewithMichaelisnotthatTypeofonewith

RomeoandJulietorroseandJackorBonnieand

ClydeorCinderellaandPrincecharmingorAlonzo

andCora...—"what?,No.You'recrazy"Isaid

chucklingunbelievingly."I'mserioushere,I'veseen

youguys.Howyoulookateachother,howyouhold

eachother,howyousneakaroundjustsoyoucould

sexeachother.It'slikeyoucan'tgetenough"she

said."That'snotfalsebut—..."Nobuts,letme

finish...MichaelandIhaveabout70%ofthatkindof

fire,IknowifIwasaskedtochoosebetweenhim

andoursonitwouldbehardbutI'dfinallychoose

myson.Helovesmeenoughtotakeabulletforme

butdeath?,Idon'tthinkso.Thefactthathehasnot

cheatedonmeyetsaysalot,he'smytruelove.But

wehavehadourselfishmistakes.Idon'teverdream

ofcheatingonhimbutIswearifhedoes,I'dtakemy

revengethesameway.Aneyeforaneye."Shesaid.

"I'mcrazyabouthim,heavenknowshowmuchI

lovethatuglyguybutIwon'ttolerateshit"she

emphasizedonthat."Weallhavesomeselfishness

inus.It'sOKtobeselfishsometimes"Isaidsmiling.



"Exceptyou,I'veneverseenyoubeingselfishCora.

You'resod

GoodthatIfeellikeslappingyousometimes"she

saidsolemnly."Why?"Iaskedfrowning."Ijustdon't

wanttoseeyougethurt,that'sall.Goodpeople

oftengetshurt"shesaidlookingmeintheeyes."I'm

notthatgoodyouknow,Ihavemyshareof

mistakes...enoughofthisintenseconversation.

Let'sfinishup,Iforgottobuyafewthings"Isaid

sighingheavily."Cora!"Shesaidwhining."Myfeet

hurts"shecomplained."Comeon,it'sjustsanitary

productsandmakeup.Downatclicks"Isaid.

.

IwasstandingInfrontoftheshelveswithmakeup

kits,undecided.ThereweresomenewstuffsI

wantedtotryout."Starlight"Iheardavoicesay.But

didn'tbudgeandthenithitme,'starlight?'

prostitution.IturnedaroundandsawagirlIdidn't

recognize."Starlight,wow.Youlookso

fabulous...wethoughtyoudied"shesaidhuggingme.

Myeyeswerejustpoppedup.Palmssweaty,heart

racing."Sorry,doIknowyou"Iasked.Amandawas



justfrowningbesideme."I'mWave,oneoftheDon's

girl.Youmustnotrememberme,butIremember

you.CodeNumber05ofrank5.Iwasinrank4.How

haveyoubeenholdingup?"Sheaskedlookingso

excited."Ifeltsodizzy,myheadspinning.Ididn't

recognizeherbutfromwhatshesaidIcouldtellthat

sheknewmeverywell,Iwasdamned.'ThinkCora

think'myinnervoicescreamedhelplessly."There

mustbeamisunderstandinghere,I'msureyou'llfind

starwhatsoever.I'mnotstarlight,excuseme"Isaid

waltzingtotheexitlikeamadwoman."Wait,wait"

shewasbusycallingafterme.Amandawasjust

rightbehindme.Igotintothepassengersseatand

shegotintothedriversseat."What'swrong,What

happened?"Sheaskedafterclosingthedoor."Drive,

justdrive.Getmeoutofhere"Isnappedangrilyand

scared."OKOK,Geez"shesaidthenDroveoff,"

stopthecar"Isaidaswewerejustafewkilometers

fromhome.Shedidjustthat.Igotoutquicklyand

pukedonthesideoftheroad,Iwasfeelingso

nauseous,itmust'vebeenbecauseofmyracing

heart."WhathappenedCora?"Sheaskedoffering

meabottleofwater.Irinsedmymouthandwashed



myface."It'snotsafehere,let'stalkathome"Isaid

walkinginsidethecar.15minuteslaterwewere

insidethehouse.Shewashelpingmeunpackthe

groceries."Areyougoingtotellmeornot"she

askedholdingmyhand.Isetdownonthehighchair

andshejoinedme."Thatwomanwhowashugging

meknowsme,she'soneoftheprostitutes.We

workedforthesameman.Mylifeisindanger,I'm

sureTheDonwillknowthatIamalive.Probably

knows,he'sasmartman,theescapeplanwasn'tfull

proof.Ishouldhavechangedmylooks,hewillfind

me.Givemetothedogsorsellme."Iexplained,I

didn'trealizethatIwascryinguntilIfeltmywarm

tearsrunningdownmyneck.''letmecallSalvatore

andtellhimaboutthis"shesaidtakingherphone

fromthetable."No,don't...Ican'tkeeponrunningto

SalvatorewheneverIfaceaproblem.I'llbefine,

bedsideshehashisbodyguardsprotectingme"I

saidwipingoffmytears."Cora,he'stheonlyone

whocouldhelpyououtofthismess,youhavetotell

him.Thismancouldkidnapyouorworsekillyou"

shesaidlookingmorescaredthanIwas."No,

Amandaplease.I'llbejustfine,Idon'twanttobother



Salvatore.He'salreadystressedwiththebackto

backmeetingsplusLorenzobeingthere.Hecanbe

naughtysometimes"Isaidsmilingabit."Isn't

Petuniawiththem?"Sheasked."Sheisbutthatkid

isunstoppable.He'spersistent,justlikehisfather...

Tellyouwhat,I'lltellhimwhenhecomesback.I'lltell

himtotellhismentokeepacloseeyeonme"Isaid

holdingherhandtightly."Promise?'',Sheasked

worriedly."Ipromise"Isaid"Gobackhome

Amanda,I'llalsobeleavinginafewminutes"Isaid

lookingatthetimeitwasalmostfiveintheevening.

"I'mscaredCora,whatifIleaveyoualoneandthen

somethinghappenstoyou.Istillthinkyoushould

tellsa—..."Amandawetalkedaboutthis,gohome.

Youhusbandmustbefurious.I'llbefine,Ipromise"I

said."Callmewhenyougettoyourapartment,

okay"shesaidsolemnly."Forthefifthtime,Iwill.Go

now,thanksagainforthecompanyandforhelping

mepackmybags"Isaidsmiling."besafe,we'lltalk

later"shesaidwalkingoutofourbedroom."Seeyou

nextweekend"Isaid.Sheturnedbackandwaved.

MinuteslaterIfollowedherwithmytwosuitcasesof

clothes.Iputtheminmycar.Andthenwentbackin



andtooktheplasticsofgoodiesIhadboughtfor

myself.Itookmyhandbagandphone.Lockedthe

doorafterclosingallthewindowsandthengotinto

mycar,myphonerangjustwhenIwasreversingout

ofthegarage."CoraI'vebeencallingYouforthe

pastthreehours,whyaren'tyoupickingupmy

calls?"Heaskedsoundingworriedratherthanangry.

"I'msorry,Ijustgotbackfromthemall,andthenI

fellasleeponthecouch.Myphonewasnotwithme"

Iexplained,IliedandIhatedit."Istheresomething

youmusttellme?"Heaskedbutitwasasifheknew

something."No,why"Iaskedchucklingweirdly.I

hornedatthesecurityafterdrivingout."Whereare

youdrivingto?"Heasked."Myapartment"Isaid."

Anyways,Imightcomebacksoonerthanexpected"

hesaid."Why,iseverythingOK?."Iasked."No,it's

nothing.Mymantellsmeyouwentforshopping

withAmandatoday"hesaid."YeahIdid—"Isaidbut

thentherewassilence,likehewaswaitingformeto

saysomething."Ohh,LorenzowantstosayHi"he

said,"hello?"Lorenzosaidwithatinyvoice."Himy

boy,ispapatreatingyouwellthere?.Didhebuyyou

ice-creamandsweet,whataboutchipsand



oranges?"Iaskedallatonce.Wetalkedforawhile.I

hungedupwhenIjoinedthemainroad.Ipromised

himthatwe'dtalklaterbutIknewthathe'dhave

longfallenasleepbythetimeIgettomyapartment.

ItookalongbodysoothingshowerassoonasIgot

there.Preparedasnackandthengotstartedwith

myreports,IgotAmanda'scallaround10pm.ShitI

hadforgottentocallher,shescoldedmeabit.We

talkedforaboutfiveminutesandthenIwentbackto

whatIwasdoing.IwaswokenupbySalvatore'scall,

realizedthatIhadfallenasleepwhilesittingonmy

studydesk."Ilmiocuerobatte"hesaid.Ilookedat

thetime,itwas2am."Babe"Isaidwalkingtowards

thebed,Ithrewmyselfinbed."AreyouOK?"He

asked."Yes,Iamfine."Isaidfeelingsosleepy."

Whydoyouask"Iadded."YoupromisedLorenzo

thatyou'dcallbutyoudidn't.Youusuallycall,what

happened?.Areyouokay"heaskedonceagain."

Alonzo,I'mfine.Ipromiseyou,I'mjusttired.Ineed

togetsomesleepifyoudon'tmind"Isaidyawning."

ohhk,willseeyousoon.Takecareofyourself"he

saidsoundingabithurt."Joaquin?...Iloveyou"I

said."Iloveyou,gotosleep"hesaidthenhungup



onme.Isetupanalarmthendriftedofftosleep.I

wokeuparound6amandgotreadyforthehospital.

IworemyblackAdidastracksuitsandcomfy

sneakers,spendingtwelvehoursworkingwasn'tan

easything.IhadtomakesurethatIwore

comfortableclothesandmydietwasbalanced.That

Ihadmybreakfast,Imademyselfabowlofoats

crunchesfilledwithslicesofvarioustypesoffruits.I

wenttothehospital,itwashardtoconcentratethere

butItriedmybest.Wehadexaminationscomingup,

Ihadtostudyevenharder.Finallyitwassevenpm,

timeformetoleave.

.

Igottherewithin10minutes.Unlockedthedoorand

walkedin.Closedthedoorbehindmeandlocked."

Shit!...whatareyoudoinghere."Iasked,myheart

thundering."Hi"hesaidsmilingandwalking

towardsme."Youalmostgavemeaheartattack"I

saidshakingmyhead.Hepulledmeinforahug."

Youwereseriousaboutcomingbackearlierthan

anticipated"Istated,inhalinghisintoxicated

Cologne."Imissedyou"Isaid.Hehasn'tsaidaword,



Ipulledbackandlookedathim."Aren'tyougoingto

saysomething?"Iaskedfrowning."Let'sgoand

takeashowertogether,youmustbetired.Ijust

wanttoholdyoutightlyuntilIfallasleep"hesaid

holdingmyfacefrombothsides.Hewasactingabit

strangeormaybeitwasme.Wedidjustthat,

snuggledupagainsteachotheruntilwefellasleep.

.

HewaslookingatmewhenIopenedupmyeyes

earlyinthemorning."Hi"hesaid,removingthe

strandsofhairfrommyface."Hi"isaidsmiling."

Whattimeisit?"Iaskedtakingmyphoneunderthe

pillow.Itwas5am,Istillhadanhourtospare."I

knowCora"hesaiddeadserious."youknowwhat?"I

asked,suddenlyfeelinghot."Thisisthesecond

timeyou'vehidsomethingfromme.Doyou

sometimesfeelthatI'manuisance,apest.Always

onyourbusiness?"Iaskedlookingupattheceiling."

Ijustdidn'twanttostressyou,that'sall.You'vedone

somuchforme,imjusttiredofbotheringyouwith

myproblems."Isaidholdinghishandwhilesitting

uprightlikehewas."Andno,Idon'tfeellikethat,



andyouknowit.TherearejustsomethingsIneedto

takeof,myself.I'msorryIdidn'tletyouknow.ButI

wasgoingtotellyou,somehowIknewthatyouknew

already.Youdidn'tneedmetellingyou"Isaid

lookingathimwhilehewaslookingup."Iknew?,I

wantedyoutotellme.Itwouldhavebeengoodto

hearaboutitfromyou"hesaid,Icouldn'treadhis

facialexpression,Iguesshisemotions."I'msorry

Alonzo,youhavealottodealwith.Idon'twantto

adduptothat,trytounderstand..."Isaid."that'swhy

Iamhere,totakecareofyourproblems.Youknow

I'ddoabsolutelyanythingforyou,pleasedon'tever

hidethingsfromme."Hesaidlookingatme.I

nodded,"I'veaddedtwomorebodyguardstolook

afteryou"hesaid."AndI'vegotarequesttoask

you"hesaid,tighteninghisgriponme."Whatisit?"I

asked."Onsecondthought,I'llletyouknowlater.

Thesecurityhasbeentightenedupathome.You're

goingtoneedapasscodetounlockthedoortothe

house.I'llwalkyouthroughthedetailslater.You

mustgetreadyorelseyou'dbelate"hesaidsofast

thattherearesomethingsIfailedtounderstand."

Whathappened,hasTheDoncalledyouordone



something?"Iaskedkneelinginbed,rightInfrontof

him,sothatIcouldseehisface."Notyet,Ican't

seatbackandwaitforhimtomakeamove.Let's

justsaysomethingbigiscomingandwemustbe

onestepahead,beready"hesaidsmilingabit.Iwas

shitscared."Noneedtogetscared,I'mhere"he

said.

[6/10,13:22]Lynne:Page60

Cora'sPOV

.

Icamebackfromthehospitalaround7:20

Salvatorewasnottherebuthisbagwasstillthere

whichmeanthemightcomeback,plushesaidwe

neededtotalk.Tobehonestwithyou,Iwascurious

andimpatientthewholeday.Itookaquickshower,

woremyPJs.Wenttothecanteenandmademyself

somecoffee,withtwoslicesofbrownbread

buttered.Setdownandate,wentbackupstairswhen

Iwasdoneeating.

Gotstartedwithmystudying,itwasaround9pm

whenIheardaknockonthedoor."Who'sthere?"I



askedwalkingtowardsthelockeddoor."It'sme"I

heardhimsay."Who'sme?"Iaskedpurposefully

justtogetunderhisskin."Areyouserious?"He

asked."I'mgoingtoaskyouagain,whoareyou?"I

saidgigglinginside."Icouldjustbreakdownthis

doorandthenyou'llsee.Hesaid.Iunlockedthedoor

andopenedup,"introduceyourself"Isaidgiggling."

Fuckyou''hesaidwalkinginsideandlockingthe

door."UsingafoullanguageonaladyisConsidered

rudewhereIcomefrom"Isaidfoldingmyarms

aroundmychest.Hewascarryingtwobrownbags,

heputthemonmystudydesk.Theonlytablethere,"

butit'sOKfortheladytouseit,don'tyouthinkthat's

genderstereotyping?''heaskedwalkingtowardsme.

Iwasleaningonthewall."Showsomerespectand

stopwhimperinglikeakid"Isaidrollingmyeyes.He

heldmywaist,"wouldyoujuststoptalkingandkiss

yourman.Imissedyou"hesaidmakingmeblush.I

pulledhimoverandwekissed,heliftedmeup.

Handsundermyass,myarmsaroundhisneck.He

walkedwithmetowardsthebed,threwmeonthe

bed.Everythingwashappeningsofast,mustbe

becausewehaven'thadanysexualintercoursefora



longtime.MyPJsandpantiesweresomewhereon

theflooralongwithhisclothes.Hewasontopofme

,myheartthunderingunderhisflesh.Hewas

caressingmybody.Hismuscleshavebecomemore

thickInoticed.Hehadhisusualhairychestwaxed,it

wasstrangeseeinghisbarechestbutitturnedme

onevenharder.Myhandswererunningalloverhis

strongshouldersandback.Hepausedandlookedat

meforafew."What?"Imurmuredsoftly."Iloveyou

Cora"hesaidthenstartedtokissmeagain.Not

givingmeachancetorespond,hewassuckmy

nipplessohardthatitactuallybecomealittlebit

painfulbutdamnitfeltsogood.Hewaswildthat

night,heplantedwetkissesallovermybodylikeI

wassomegoddessandhewasthedevotee.I

Washedashewentdownwiththekisses,

tenderisingandslowlykissingmyinnerthighuntilhe

kissedthemouldofmyvalleyoffire.Goodthingthat

itwasrecentlyshaved.Heunwarninglyinsertedhis

finger.Igaspedabit,myeyespoppedout.He

startedtolickmegoodwithhismouth,teasingmy

softbudwithhistongue.Gomybackarchingwhen

hepulledmybutintohismouthandhelditinabit.I



washoldingontightlytothesheets.Icouldfeelthe

bloodrushtomybrain,rightthereandthenit

becameunfunctiional.Myhandgrabbedontohis

hairtightly,hecamebackupandkissedmesothatI

couldtastemyself.Heyetagainunwarningly

insertedhisgiantcucumberintomyvalleyoffire.I

gaspedandmovedup,hepulledmebackin.Even

today,hisdickstillspreadsmywallswidely.He

thrustedinandout,myhandrubbingmyownbud.It

wasshithot,heincreasedhispace,likeastallion.I

wasvulnerableunderhim.Icouldfeelmyjuices

buildingup,mybodystartedtoshakeviolentlyand

thenIcame.Hefuckedmethroughthatandthen

cameafteralongtime.Mypussywasburningup,

thesecondsessionwasundertheshowerandthen

anotheroneonthefloor.Wefinallyrestedaround

1:30am.Iwaslayingonhischest,wewerelyingon

thecarpet,naked."Thatwasinsane"Isaidsmiling."

Ihopeoursexlifestayslikethatforyearsandyears

tocome"Iadded,lookingathimintheeyes."We'll

see"hesaid."YouHadarequesttomake"Istated."

Ohhthat"hesaid."Whatisit?"Iaskedfrowning."

HowdoIsaythis...justtrynottogetupsetwithme.



Ihavenochoicebuttodothis"hesaidweirdly."

Ohkay...whatisit"Iasked."Ihaverealizedthatmy

sonandhismotherarenotsafelivinginthat

location.Idon'twantanythingtohappentothem

especiallyLorenzo,Iknowthatthismaysoundcrazy

toyoubutIhavetomakesurethatNinaisalsosafe.

ForEnzo'ssake,Idon'twanthimgrowingupwithout

hismother.Orendupblamingmeforherdeath,a

warhasbegunsoIwaswonderingifwecouldlet

Ninastaywithus''hesaid,IcouldhearhimbutI

couldn'tfathom."You'rekiddingright?,Nina?Inour

house.No,there'snowayIamgoingtoletthat

womenwalkintomyhouse.theanswerisno!"Isaid

firmly."Cora,thisisamatteroflifeanddeath.Try

nottogetyouremotionsinvolvedinthis.Think

straight"hesaidimpleading"SonowImustjust

becomearobot,emotionless?.Afterallthatwomen

hasdonetome,tous.You'restillrequestingmeto

welcomeherintomyhouse,isn'tthatjustselfishof

you?"Iaskedgettingupandwalkingawayfromhim.

"IknowCora,IknowOK.ForLorenzo'ssakeplease

let'sdothis,Idon'twantmysongrowingupwithout

hismotherlikeIdidandIamsureyoudon'twant



thattoo"hesaid,thatfeltlikeemotionalblackmailto

mebutatsomepointhewasright.Iwantedthebest

forLore,I'ddoanythingjusttoseehimhappy."The

realitywillalwaysfindawaytohitmeSalvatoreisn't

it,ain'tIagoodmothertoyourson.Haven'tIbeena

goodmothertoLorenzo?"Iaskedafterwearingmy

short.Myvestinmyhands."It'snotthatCora,you

knowit'snot.You'rethebestmotherIcouldhave

askedforforourson.ButIalsothinkhedeservesto

growupknowinghisbiologicalmother.Pleasetryto

understand,youwon'tevengettoseeNina.She'llbe

livinginthebackyardguestshousewiththe

securitiesanddrivers.She'llmovebacktoher

apartmentonceit'sallover,Ipromise"hesaid

holdingmyhandsafterthrowingawaymyvest.I

noddedslowly,myheartwasbusytellingmeto

refuse,apartofmybrainsaying'that'shishouse'

someotherpartsaying'braceyourselffortheworst'.

Themostnaïve,friendlyangelicpartofmewhich

alwaystriedtoseegoodnessineverythingsaying'

maybeIt'sabouttimeyouandNinatriedtogetalong

forLorenzo'ssakebesidesshe'snotthatbad'.Itook

myvestanddressedup,"ifshetriesanyofher



tricksonyouIswearIamgoingtokillher.AndifI

evercatchyoustaringatherthewayyoustareatme

thenI'macutyourballsoff"Isaidfixingthebed,

morelikechangingthecovers."Isthatayes"he

asked."YES,Youcanbringyourdramaqueeninto

ourhomebutifanythingshouldhappen.Theblame

isonyou"Isaidgettingundercovers.

Heworehisboxersandgotundercovers,Ihadmy

backonhim."Goodnight"Isaid."I'msorryto

disturbyourpeace,butIpromiseyouwon'tevensee

herface"hesaid.''don'tmakepromisesyouwon't

beabletokeepSalvatore,webothknowhowNina

canbe.Idon'twantanybrokenpromises,nowif

you'dexcuseme.Ineedtosleep"Isaidthensetup

analarm."Goodnightmyheartbeat"hesaid

cuddleduptome.Iwouldjustturnaroundand

stranglehimifIcould.Heputmeinsucha

compromisingsituation,totellyouthetruthI

sometimeswishedIhadnevermethim.Thelovei

haveforme,makesmedocrazythingssometimes.

I'ddoabsolutelyanythingforhissake,duringour

firstmeetingIremembermyselfsayingthat'he



couldaskmetohangmyselfandI'ddoithappily'.If

that'snotinsanethenIdon'tknowwhatwouldbe.

Hewasnolongertherewhenmyalarmclockrang.

Hispresencewasreplacedbyawrittennotethat

said"DON'TBOTHERLOOKINGFORMEBECAUSE

YOUWON'TFINDME"Ismiledwhilelookingatit.

ThesamewordsIhadwrittenthefirstdaywe

sharedabed.Itookaquickshower,dressedupand

grabbedbreakfastinthecanteenbeforedrivingto

thehospital.Iwasfeelingsleepythroughoutthe

wholeday."HeyCora,waitup"Dawncalledafterme,

Iwaswalkingtowardsthecafeteria.Itwasbreak

time."What'sup?"IaskedasShecatchedupwith

me,shewasagynaecologystudentjustlikeme."

We'regoingouttopartytonight,actuallywewere

wonderingifyouwouldliketojoinus.It's

Siddhartha'sbirthday"shesaidaswewerewalking."

Ohh,youguysenjoy.Ihavealotofworktodo.I

needtofinishthelastsyllabusinsomeofmybooks"

Isaidaswewerepickinguptheplates."Ithought

youdidthatlastnight"shesaidasweweredishing."

No,actuallysomethingcameup"Isaid."Something

cameuporsomeonecameup?"Shesaid."Whatdo



youmean"frowning."WesawMrSalvatore'scar

lastnight"shesaidsmilingknowingly."ohh"that's

allIsaid."SpeakingofMrSalvatore,couldyou

pleaseaskhimtogivemycousin'sCValook.

Actuallyshe'sagraduatestudentinhospitalityand

managementbutshehasnotbeenabletogeta

decentjobeversinceshegraduated.Soonedaywe

weretalkingandyourboyfriend'snamehappenedto

popupandItoldherIknowyou.."shehandedme

thebrownenvelopeshehasbeencarryingtheentire

time.Keptontalking,"Ithinkyourcousinmust

submitherCVtooneofSalvatore'srestaurants.I

doubtshe'sgoingtogetanyjob,therearenojob

openingsthere."Isaidpushingtheenvelopetoher

aswehadjustsetdown."ComeonCora,ifyoutalk

tohimforsurehe'llhiremycousin.Please"shesaid.

"LookDawn,I'mnotthatkindofgirl.Yourcousin

mustgooutthereandlookforalionforherself."I

saidfirmly."OKbutwouldyouenlightenyourman

aboutherjustabit,evenifit'sacleaningjob.I've

heardthatthecleanerstheregetpaidmorethan

someotherRestaurant'scooks"shesaid."I'llsee,

whatIcando"Isaidsighingheavilythenatemy



food.Somepeoplejustlikedthingshandedoverto

theminasilverplatterwhilesomeofushaveto

workhard.Iwasn'tgoingtosayshittoSalvatore.I

saidthatjusttogetheroffmyback.

.

Fridayevening,SalvatoreandIweregoingona

dinnerdate.ActuallyhecalledmeuptoldmeI

shouldgetreadybutheboughtanewdressforme.

Sotherewewere,inthebackofhislimousine

holdingeachother'shands.Hewaswearingadark

bluetuxedo,formallywithadarkbluebowtie,black

shoesandacrispywhiteshirt.AndIwaswearinga

whitelongmid-legtightdress,offshoulder.Anddark

blueglittering6inchstilettos.Myhairneatlyfixed

intoaponnytail,cherryredlipstickallinallwe

lookedgood."Whereareyoutakingmetonight"I

askedglancingathim."HotelParadisé"hesaid."

Owhhh"Isaid,alittlebitdisappointedIguess."

You'redisappointedain'tyou?."HeaskedLaughing.

"No,it'sjustthat.I'vebeenthereamilliontimes

before.Iwashopingforsomethingnew...Hotel

ParadiséifthegreatesthotelI'veeverbeentobut..."



Isaidsighing."You'llloveittonight"hesaidsmiling

andholdingmyhandtowardshismouthandkissing

it.Wegottherewithinnotime,parkedunderground.

Robinsonopenedthedoorforusandwegotout.

TheAsherwelcomeduswithasmile,wewalkedin

andtooktheelevatoruptohis.Penthousesuite,he

openedthedoorforme.Thelightsweredimmed,

actuallythewholehousewaschangedabit.There

wasmoreredinthere.Redballoonsonthefloor

petalsonthewhitecouches.Thediningtablecloth

waswhite,afewredpetalsdroppedonit.Atableof

variouskindsofdishesontheside,abottleof

champagneonice.Iwalkedtowardsthebedroom,

drawnbythecandleslights,whitebedcovers,a

bouquetofredtulipsonthecornerofthebed.Red

petalsalloverthebed.Candlesalmostkepton

leadingmetothebathroom.Wheretherewasa

filledwithwaterbathingtub,whitebubblescovering

thetopandyetanotherrosepetals,candlesaround

thebathingtubtub."IsitValentine'sdayagain"I

askedasIfelthimbreathingdownmyneck.Holding

mytinywaist,actuallyhishandsweresomewhere

onmypussy."Ithoughtyou'dlikethis"hewhispered



intomyear."Iloveit,it'salmostfeelslikeheaven.

It'sbeautiful"Isaid."I'mgladyoudoafterallIdidn't

sleeppreparingallthis"hesaid,Icouldtellthathe

wassmilingeventhoughIcouldn'tseehisface."

Youdidallthis?,Forme?"Iaskedturningaroundto

facehim.Henodded,"youdidn'thavetogothrough

allthistrouble,afterallit'sjustdinner"Isaidlooking

around."Let'sgoandeat"hesaidclearinghisthroat,

actuallyhewasactingweirdlythatnight.'AmI

missingsomething'myinnerselfaskedfrowning.

.

Narrated

.

Hepulledoutachairforherandservedherwith

dinnerandthenservedherself."Areyoudying?"

Sheaskedworried."What?,No.Whywouldyoueven

thinkthat?"Heaskedchuckling."Nothing"shesaid.

Thenconcentratedonhisfood.Theyhadtheirdinner

insilence,hewaseatingslowly.Hisheartthundering,

palmssweaty.Hepouredtwoglassesof

champagneandofferedherone."It'snonalcoholic"



hesaidsmiling."Thanks,youlookextrahandsome

tonight.Imustsay"shesaid.Hesmiledabit,"

Thankyou,youdon'tlookbadyourself"hesaid,she

justchuckled."Weshouldtoasttothat...thereto

notlookingsobadandtolookingextrahandsome"

shesaidgiggling."Tonewbeginnings"hesaid."

Cheers"shesaid,oneeyebrowraised.Theyfinished

eating."It'sbeenalongtimesinceweshareda

dance...canIhavethisdance"hesaidplayingmusic

onhisradio.ConnectedwithBluetoothtohisphone.

Heplayedtheirsong."mypleasure"shesaid

gigglingandgivinghimherhandwhilestandingup.

Theydancedslowly,herheadonhischest,oneof

hishandsonherwaist.Oneofherhandsonhis

shoulder,theotherhandsintertwinedtogether.She

waslisteningtohisheartbeatreciprocatingwith

hers.Hewasnervousaboutwhathewasaboutto

donext,whatifsherefusedtotally.Anythingwas

possiblewithCora," thecloserIgettoyou

Themoreyoumakemesee

Bygivingmeallyou'vegot(tellmemore)

Yourlovehascapturedme thesongkepton



playing."Let'sgoandtakeabath"hesaidlooking

downatherafterawhileofdancing.Hewastheone

toundressherwhentheygotintothebathroom,her

dressdroppedofftothefloor,heunhookedherbra,

droppeddownherpanties,tookoffhernecklaces

andearringsalongwithherwatch.Herstilettoheels

werelongoff.Shedidthesamewithher,tookoffhis

jacketunbuttonedhisshirtandtookitoff.Tookoff

hisshoesandsocks,thenthepantsandboxers.

Lastlyhiswristwatch,whichwasagiftfromher.

Written"mylifeline".Theygotintothebathingtub,

facingeachother."Thisfeels...likethelasttime..."

Shesaidconfused."Thelasttime?"Heasked."Of

usbeingtogether,likethis.It'stoomuch,itscares

me"shesaidthoughtfully."Tomeitfeelslikeastart

ofsomethingnewandbeautifulandbetter"hesaid."

Comehere"hesaid.Shegotin-betweenhisthighs

andleanedherbackonhischest."Doyouthinkthat

youlovemeenoughtolastforalifetime?"Heasked

kissingherneck."Evenbeyondthat,Iknowfora

factthatI'llloveyouevenintheafterlife"shesaid."

Let'sgetmarried"hesaidholdingherhandand

lookingatit."Married?"Sheaskedthoughtfully."



Yes,let'sgetmarried.Startourownlittlefamilyin

ourownlittleworld."Hesaidexcitedly."Areyou

proposing?''heasked."YES,marrymeCora

ZabenathiMaphumulo.Bemywife"hesaid."Ain'

yousupposedtobekneelingdownforthatkindof

Thing''sheaskedgiggling"andwhere'sthering?"

Sheaskedfastlyandhappy."Ohh...excuseme"he

saidthengotoutofthebathingtub.Hehereached

fortheringinhistrousersandfoundit,hekneeled

down,"wouldyoumakemethehappiestmanon

earthbybeingmylovelywife"heaskedkneeling

downnaked.Itwasastrangeproposingscene."You

looksocute"shesaidwithherpuppyeyes."Areyou

forreal?,Ihavejustaskedyoutomarrymeand

you'recommentingabouthowIlook.Doyouknow

howdifficultthishasbeenforme"hesaid

unbelievingly."Seriousthough,youlookcuteand

sexy.Youshouldstaylikethat-naked"shesaid

giggling."Puttheringonmyfingeralready"shesaid

extendingherhand.Hetookitandputtheringon

herfinger,itperfectlyfit."Youhaven'tevensaidyes

yet"hestated.Shegotoutofthetubeandhelped

himup."Yes,I'llmarryyou"shesaidsmilinghappily.



"DoyouknowhowlongI'vebeenwaitingforthisday,

whattookYousolong...You'resoslowsometimes"

shesaidlookingathersilveronepieceright,witha

diamondcrystalstone.Hejustshruggedhis

shoulders,"Iwassoafraidyoumightsayno"he

saidembracingher."That'swhyyou'vebeen

sweatingupthewholetime"shestatedlaughingat

him."Don'tlaughOK"hesaid."Ithinkweshouldgo

andregisterinthemagistrateCourtonMonday,

haveasmallintimateweddinginourgardenandthe

youcouldhaveyourbizarreweddingyou'veever

dreamedofwhenwehavemoretimeonourside.

MaybeonDecemberholidays?"Hesuggested."I'd

likethat,butdon'tyouthinkthatwe'rerushingthings.

Imeanwejustgotengaged"sheaskeddoubtful."

You'reandIhavebeenengagedwaybeforethis,this

isjustformality.Iwanttomakeyouminecompletely

andlegally"hesaidthenkissedher,thekisswas

focusedonherupperlip."Ishouldinformmy

parentsaboutthis,it'salittlebitofaninconvenience.

Whataboutyourgrandparents.I'msureYouHave

otherdistantrelatives,Iwanteveryonetobe

present"shesaidpullingoutofthekiss."Let'sworry



aboutthattomorrowmorning,rightnowIwantto

makeslowtormentinglovetomyfiancé."Hesaid

kissingherovertheface."IgottatellAmandaabout

this,I'mcan'twaituntiltomorrow"shesaidtryingto

pullawaybutheheldhertightly."Salvatoreplease"

shepleadedfightinghim."Cora..."Hesaidsoftly,

givingherthatonelook.Shehasn'tseeninalong

time,thatonelookthatmakeshermeltandhelpless.

"Yes"shemurmured,"forgetabouttheoutside

world,tonightisaboutyouandI"hesaid.She

noddedthenstoodonhertoesandkissedhim.He

carriedherintothebedroomandputheronbed

gentle.Therestishistory

.

Postseveryday?
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"Hi"IsaidassoonasIopenedmyeyes."Good

morningmyfiancé''hesaid,socheesy.Makingme

smilelikearetardfool."sleptwell?''heasked



removingthestrandsofhairfrommyface.Inodded,

''whataboutyou?"Iasked."Likeakid,let'smego

andorderussomethingtoeat"hesaidgettingoutof

bed.Hewasnaked,Igotoutofbedtoo,mademy

waytothebathroom.Igotintotheshower,after

wearingashowercap."Ourbreakfastwillbewithin

30minutes"hesaidjoiningmeinside."Andoh,I

calledmygrandmotherandgrandfathertoldthem

aboutourintimatewedding."Headded."That'snot

fair,Iwantedtoletthemknowfirst"Isaidturning

around."I'malsogoingtobegettingmarried,canI

alsoparticipateinthis?"Heaskedeyebrowsraised."

Fine,Idon'twanttofighttoday.I'llletitslidefor

today"Isaid."Feistylittlething,youcanbesobossy

sometimes''hesaidchucklingunbelievingly"you

likebossingmearound,don'tyou"hequestionedme

"ifIdonotbossyouaroundthenwhowould?"I

askedsmiling."Andyoualwayshavesomethingto

say,anyways.Ithinkweshouldgoandlookforyour

weddingdressandmysuit"hesuggested."Iwas

thinkingofsomethingblackinsteadofwhiteand

simple"isaid."Let'sdothis,I'lldealwiththe

cateringanddecorwhileyoudealwiththeguests"



hesuggested."Décor?catering?,Guests?.Ithought

weagreedonsomethingsmallandintimate,

remember?"Sheaskedfrowningathim."Ithought

weweregoingtogotocourtandthencomeback

havelunchwithfamilyandfriends"shesaid."Likea

funeralservice,withthekindoffriendswehaveand

family,intimacyisgoingtobeanirony"hesaid,that

waskindoftrue."Youcannotexpectmetoprepare

formydreamweddingwithinjustoneday.Ifit's

goingtobeabombthenIgottamakesureitblasts

toit'sfullest.Postponingsoundslikeaplan,I'm

alreadystressedout"Isaidagitated."Relax,there's

nopostponing,Igotyou,Igotthis.Let'sgetoutand

talkoverbreakfast.Makealist"hesaidcalmingme

down.Iwasgettingemotionalwrecked.

.

"Soit'syourblackdress,pinkroses,asingletulip

insteadofabouquet,ourrooftopforareception.

Floatingcandlesinthepool.Coloroftheday,should

beredandblack.AndI'llhiretwoofmychefsto

caterforus.Thehotelteamwilldothedecor,the

pilotwillfetchyouparentstodayevening,Robinson



willgetmygrandparentsfromtheairporttomorrow

around11pm.Andwe'regoingshoppingforour

clothesrightnow,done.Simple,justthewayyou

wantit"saiddoingthelistcheckonemoretime."I

almostforgotaboutthewine,I'llgetitfromhotel

ParadiséASAP"hesaidremembering."Let'spray

It'snotgoingtobeadisaster...andthepriest,Ineed

mypriest.I'mdamned,howarewegoingtoget

marriedwithoutapriest?"Iaskedpanicking."Relax

Cora,willyou.GivemehiscontactInformationand

I'llmakesurehe'stheretomorrowevening"hesaid

sochilled.Iinhaledandexhaled.Triedtocalmdown.

"It'sbelievedthatifthegroomseesthebridejust

beforethewedding,it'sbadomen"Isaid."Stopit

withthisnegativity,wearyourdressandshoes.

Let'sGo"hesaidsighingsoftlykindofannoyed.I

worethedressIwaswearingpreviously,luckilyIhad

someofmyundergarmentstheresoIhadnohustle

there.Iappliedalittlebitofmakeupandfixedmy

hair.Bothofuswerebusymakingphonecallsto

differentpeople.Icalledallmygirlfriendsandlet

themknowandthenmyparentswhowerevery

shocked,IcalledAmanda'sfriendsbuttheycouldn't



makeit.Wegotintotheshoppingmallaround9am.

Heknewhiswaytothisseeminglyexpensivedress

maker'sboutique."CanIseeNicky"heaskedoneof

thecustomerhelpers."Sorrysir,Nickyiswith

anothercustomerintheoffice,quitebusy"thegirl

said."Tellhim,Salvatoreisheretoseeher"heSaid

andthegirldisappearedsomewherebehindthe

hundredofdresses.Theboutiquewashugeand

classy.Iwasbusylookingaround,"IthinkImight

changemymindaboutthecolourofthedress"Isaid

thoughtfully,"temptation?"Heaskedchuckling

charmingly."Ifitisn'tAJthemenaceofmylife"a

loudwomanscreamedwaltzingtowardsus,she

jumpedintoSalvatore'sarmsandhespinnedher

around,whileshewasgiggling."Nikita"hesaid

admiringher,hekissedbothherhands."Longtime

nosee,Ihasbeenlike.Fourfiveyears?"Sheasked."

Don'tbelikethat,I'vebeenbusy.You'vebeenbusy,

lifeishecticNick"hesaidgiggling,Iwaswatching

onthesidelines.Itwaslikeididn'tevenexist,"the

lasttimeIsawyou,youweregoingthroughsome

thingswiththatcheapwifeofyours,what'sher

nameagain?,IsabellaandyouusedtocallherIssah.



Iheardyougotdivorced,whathappened?"Shekept

ongoingonandonthatIactuallygotpissed,was

fuminginside."yeahstuffhappenedandwegot

divorcedbutthat'snotthereasonwhyIamhere,i

wantyoutomeetsomeone'Coracome'I'msureyou

aregoingtolikeher,everyonethose"Iwalkedto

them,itwasjustfourthreesteps."Corathisismy

childhoodfriendNickyandNikitameetmyfiancé

Cora"heintroducedus.Theladypulledmeinfora

hug,tosayIwasshockedwouldbean

understatement."She'sprettyand...young"she

commentedonhowIlookedlikeIwasn'tthere."

She'sprettyisn'tshe,anywayswe'regettingmarried

tomorrowevening,we'reheretogetadressanda

tuxede"hesaidsmiling."Congratulationspal,butI

mustsayI'mveryverydisappointed.Ithoughtitwas

justafriendlyvisit,foroldtimessake"shesaid

dramaticallypretendingtobehurt."SorrypalbutI

canstillcompensateforyourdisappointed.Ihope

aninvitationtotheweddingwilldo"hesaid,

invitationtomywedding?,Joking?.Nohewas

seriousormaybeiwasoverreacting"ifit'sfineby

yourfiancéehere"shesaidlookingatme."It'scool"



Isaidshortly."Okaylet'sstartwithyourtuxedofirst,

areyoustillasize32sheasked.'Corayou'regoing

togohomesinglehere,mansnatching?'myinner

selfscreamedangrily.Wellfifteenminuteslaterwe

weresittingInfrontoftheman'sfittingroom

Salvatorewasputtingonthesecondsuitinoneof

theshehadpickedforhim."Sohowdidyoutwo

meet,I'mcurious"sheaskedlookingcuriousindeed.

"It'saveryinterestingstoryactually,Salvatoretellsit

betterthanI.Youshouldhearthisfromhim,it'ss

hortbutcrazy"Iliedthroughmyteethandgums."

Ohh,isit?...ifyousaysothen"shesaidlooking

unconvinced."Howisthisone?"Heaskedgetting

outofthefittingroom."Itdoesn'tdoanyjusticeon

Yourmuscles"Isaidfirst."Itstilllooksgoodthough,

unlessyouwantsomethingthat'lltearupifyoubend

over"shesaid.Aftercheckinghimout,"you'reright

butit'sjustNotmystyle,thedesignistoosimple"he

saidafterlookingatthemirrorimage."Goandtryto

otherones"shesaid."Thisisinsane,areyouguys

likeelopingtogetmarriedorsomething?"Sheasked

chuckling."Wereallywouldn'thaveinvitedyouifwe



wereelopingnow,wouldwe?"Iaskedsocold."

Ohh!"Sheexclaimedshocked."I'msorry,I'mnot

usuallythishostileandrude.It'sjustthatplanning

fortheweddingwithinjustadaywasn'taplan.I'm

superstressed"Ijustifiedmyself,'damnyouCorafor

tryingtojustifyyourself'myinnerselfscreamed.

"Andthere'snothingtoworryaboutbecausethere's

nothinggoingonbetweenAJandI.We'rejust

friends"shesaidoutofnowhere."Excuseme?"I

saidfrowning."Youseemkindofpissedoffwithme,

maybeit'sthewaywehugged.Sorryforth—."I've

decidedonthisone"hesaidgettingoutofthefitting

room.Helooked...glorious,"it'sperfect"she

commentedfirst."WhatdoyouthinkCora?"He

asked."Youlook...likeThegroom,gorgeous"Isaid

afterexaminingeverysingleexpectofhim."It's

decidedthen"hesaidthenwalkedbackinside."I

think,I'vegotjustwhatyou'relookingfor.Letmego

andgetyourdress"shesaidgettingupandwalking

awayanddisappearingfrommysite.Salvatore

cameoutofthefittingroomandoneofthehelpers

helpedhimwiththesuits."ShouldIwaitithecarfor

you?"Heaskedsittingdownnexttome.



"No,it'snotgoingtobeawhiteweddinggownsoI

don'tthinkitisgoingtobeaproblem.Imightneed

youropinion"Isaid.Nikitacamebackcarryingaa

covereduphanger.Shehandedittome,"trythis

oneout"shesaid.Itookitandwenttothewomen's

fittingroom.Iunzippeditandthenexperiencedlove

atfirstsite.Itwasblank,,flarefrommid-waistand

glittering,offshoulderandlong.Itriedtoputiton,"I

needyourhelp"Icalloutandshewalkedin.She

walkedinandhelpedmeout.

.

"wow!"Hefinallymanagedtosayafteralongtime

ofgaggingunbelievingly,"Ican'twaittofinallymake

youmywife"hesaid.Makingmefeelemotional,he

didn'tneedtosay'youlookbeautiful,gorgeous,

stunning'oranyotherwordsoutthereformetoget

toknowthatIlookedperfect,thelookinhiseyes

saiditall.

Weboughtshoesandringsandjewellery

.

"There'sthisthingofthegroom giftingthebride



justbeforethewedding.Whatwouldyoulike"he

askedmeaswewereonourwayhome,mostofthe

girlswerealreadythere.Salvatorewasgoingtotake

anothercarandmakethecateringanddecor

possible.Ihadnothingtoworryabout,"Icouldask

foranythingIwant"Iaskedsolemnly."Anything

possible,I'mboundtogiveittoyou"hesaid."Icould

askyoutogoandhangyourself/shootYourself/buy

meaBentley"Isaidexcitedly."I'vealwaysknown

thatyouwantedmedead"hesaidchuckling

unbelievingly."Whatwouldyoulike,Ineedto

arrangeforittodayBeforeit'stoolate"hesaid

seriously."Whatamgoingtoaskformightmake

youhatemealittlebitbutI'mgoingtoaskyou

anyways.I'llaskforittomorrow,afterthewedding

anddonottrytorefuseme"Isaidsolemnly."You're

startingtoscareme,couldyoumaybegivemea

clue"heaskedcuriously."Patience"Isaidshortly.

.

"Howlonghaveyouknowyour'friend'Nikita"I

asked."SinceIcanremember,herparentsareone

ofmyfather'sfriends.Whydoyouask"heasked



casually."Nothing"Isaidshortly."WellIdon'tthinkI

likeher,Ididn'tlikethewayshewasswingingon

you,thewayshewascheckingYououtandtheway

youwereholdingher.'ohNickIcancompensatefor

that'invitinghertomywaywithoutmyconsentis

strictlyoff"Isaidangrily,believemeItriedtoholdit

inbutIcouldn't."Firstlyit'sour'ourwedding'

secondlyIdidn'tsayitlikethat.Therewasno'ohh

Nicky'.She'soneofmyfriendsandshe'sgoingto

attendourwedding.Hesaidfirmly,"butSalvatore

i—..."NobutsCora.I'vesaidmypiece."Hesaidthen

openedthedoorandgotout.Ididn'tevenrealize

thatwewereparkedInfrontofthehouse,Robinson

openedthedoorforme."Rob,you'regoingtofetch

Cora'sparentsattheairportaround19pmsharp.

Youknowtheprivatejet."Hesaidwalkinginsidethe

housefirst.Therewascommotioninside,Iwas

startledbyAmanda'sscreamsasIwalkedin."My

twin,congratulations"shescreamedliterallyrunning

towardmeandattackingmewithahug,theother

ladiesjoinedinandwegrouphugged.

Congratulationswerethrownaroundthehouse.

Divya,siwe2andEsihleweren'taroundyet.Theguys



andSalvatorewentout,Iheardacardrivingoutit

wasaround2pm

"Nakedly?"Amandaaskedlaughinginfacttheyall

laughedafterItoldthemhowheproposed."Shutup,

helookedsosexyandcute"Isaiddefensively."I'm

surehewascutelynaked"siwesaidnaughtily."You

guysareimpossible,I'mhungry"Isaidstandingup

Theyallfollowedmetothekitchen,"ImissDivya,at

leastshe'snotextralikeyouallare"Isaidafterthey

toldmeshecouldn'tmakeitbecausehersonwas

sick."Thatdramaqueen,shecouldhaveleftthe

babywithhisnanny,howarewegoingtothrowa

bachelorettepartywithouther"Amandasaid."And

youmustcallEsihleandtheothersiwe"Siwesaid."I

did,they'reworking,someofushavetowork.unlike

youluckyhousewives"Isaid."Theprivilegesof

marryingrichenoughman"Priyasaidsippingonher

juice.Iwasmakingmyselfasandwich."Youcan

joinustooifyoulike,joinustotheQueendomof

housewivesMrsSalvatore"Siwesaid."You'vegotto

bekiddingme,afterworkingsohard?.There'sno

wayIamgoingtobeahousewife"Iprotested."



Enoughofthishousewivesshitsomeofusarestill

tryingtogetourdegrees.Temptationsaside,let's

talkaboutwhatgoesdowntonight,thebachelorette

partyLadies"Amandasaiddivertingthetopic

.

"Idon'twanttogetdrunkguys,Iwanttowakeup

withasobbermindandseetoitthateverything

goesasplannedbeforetheevening"Isaidsitting

downonthehighchair."Comeon,thewedding

startsat6pm,you'llbejustfinelet'shittheclub"

Priyasaid."Orbetteryet,callinamalestripper"

Amandasuggestedbitingherlip."Nofuckingways,

hellgoesdowninthosekindofpartiesbesidesmy

familywillbehereinnotime,Iwanttobeherewhen

theycome"Isaidseriously."You'resuchabore,it's

yourlastdayasasinglewomanandhereyouare

talkinglikealongtimeagomarriedgrandma"siwe

saiddrained."I'vebeenlivinglikeoneforalmost

fouryearsnow,sorryguys...butthere'sonethingwe

cando"Isaidtryingtocheer'emup."What'sthat?"

Siweasked."Squeezeinasecondbedinoneofthe

guestsroomsupstairs,getsomeboozeandorcatch



amoviewithpopcorn...betterthannothingright"I

saidshrugging."Soundsbetterthanjustsleeping

thenwakingUp.Doyouknowhowlongittookfor

metofindanoutfitforthisinconvenientwedding.

Theleastyoucoulddoisgivemesomefunback"

Priyasaid."Dramaqueen"Isaidtakingabiteofmy

sandwich

.

Tobecontinued
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WewereallinourPJs,inoneofthesparerooms

withtwobeds.Justchatting,thetimewas19:30pm.

Salvatorewasoutwiththeguysprobablyinsome

stripcluboutthere.Iwasfeelingagitated,just

wonderingwhathemustbedoing.Thedecorand

everythingwastobedonebytomorrowmorning.

Thenthedoorbellrang,"thatmustbemyfamily,I'll

goandgetthedoor"Isaidgettingoutofbed."Ialso

wanttomeetyourparents"Amandasaid,alittlebit



tipsy.Theyallfollowedme,Iopenedthedoorand

thefourofthemwerestandingthere.Withtheir

laggage,"shouldItaketheirbagsin"Robinson

askedfast."I'lldothat,thanksRob"Isaid,"anything

foryouma'am"hesaidbeforeleaving."Comein

guys"Isaidopeningthedoorwidely."Ithoughtwe

gotlost,youlivehere?"Conniesaidlookingaround.I

justsmiled,helpedthemwiththeirluggage."Hi,I'm

Amanda.Cora'sbestfriend"IAmandasaid

extendingherhandtowardsaunt."Nicetomeet

you"auntSaidsmiling."I'mPriyaandthisisSiwe,

we'reoneofCora'sbitchs.Youknowtheoneshe

callswhenthere'stroubleinparadise...Bytroublein

paradiseimeanwhenshefindsSalvatorecryingon

topofanothernakedwomen,youknowwhatImean

bythatright?.Letmeenlightenyou,whenshefinds

Salvatorefuck—..."PriyaIthinkthat'senough"I

snapped,itwasallalcoholtalking.Myaunt'seyes

werepoppedout,"come,letmeshowyouyour

room"Isaid."Yourfriendsarecoolsis,Ilikethem

already"Charlessaid."Theyaregoodandolderthan

you,nottomentionthattheirallmarried"Isaid

warningly."Iwasjustsaying"hesaidchuckling."



YeahandIsawthewayyouwerelookingatAmanda,

you'vegotadeathwish?"Isaidsmilingfaintly.''

you'restillthesamestuckupanduptight"hesaid

rollinghiseyes."You'restillthesameoldchildish

kid"Isaidscornfully."I'm18now,sonotakid''he

said."Charlesstopbotheringyoursister,wehaven't

evensaidhiYetandhereyouare,arguing"auntsaid.

"Shestartedit"hesaidwhining."Areyoucrying,

mama'sboy"Isaidlaughing."Ma,didyouhearthat.

She'smockingme"hesaid."StopbeingaBaby

Charles"auntiesaidgiggling."Fatherandaunt,

here'syourroom.ConnieandCharlesgostraightthe

corridor,you'llfindotherguestsrooms"Isaidaswe

stopinthefirstroom."Youguysfreshenup,I'llgo

andgetyousomethingtoeat"Isaidwalkingout."

Cora,we'vegotalotofthingstocatchupon.I'm

joiningyouinyourroomtonight"Conniesaid.Ijust

shookmyheadandleft."Cora,couldwetalkabit"

auntcalledoutaftermeasIhadexitedtheroom."

Yesofcourse"Isaidwalkingoutside,itwasjustthe

Threeofusfather'sheadwastiltedtotheright."

Whatisitaunt"Iaskedsittingdownonbed."You

knowwe'vegototherrelativesright?"Sheasked,"



yes,eventhoughIcan'tremembertheirfacesand

namescorrectly"Isaidfrowning."Itoldthemabout

thewedding,theyalsowantedtocomebut

unfortunatelytheyweren'tinvited.Motherin-lawalso

wantedtoseeyouoffandyourotherauntsand

unclesandcousins"sheexplainedsittingdownand

holdingmyhand."Whathaschangedallofasudden.

Theyneverwantedathingtodowithmymomor

father,Idoubttheyevenwantedme.Iwhitegirl

marryingablackmanisanabominationtothem

right.Wellimtheproductofthatrelationship,what

dotheywantnow."Isaidirritated."Cora,don'ttalk

likethat,peacewasmade.AndI'msureyou

remembervisitingyourgrandparents,they

welcomedyousolovingly.Thathatchetwasburied...

anyways.They'reconfusedastohowyou'regetting

marriedwithoutthebridepricebeingpaid,they'rea

lotoftraditionsbeforemarriage.You'reaZulu

woman,youshouldrespectyourcustoms.Your

knowhowtheysaythesethingsbringbadluckifwe

donotpayattentiontothem"shesaid,"lookaunt,I

don'twanttogothere,whatdotheywant.Lobola?,

I'llpaythemthatifit'swhattheywant.Iwillnotbe



bought,myfirstsalarywillgotothem.RightnowI

justwanttoenjoymylifeandbehappy.Ican'teven

speakthatZulutobeginwith,besidesthisisjust

somepaperwork.It'sbetweenmeandmyfiance,

intimate.Wewillhavethegrandweddingon

December,maybethenthey'llbeinvited"Isaid

sighingheavily."Okay,ifyousayso...Ijustwanted

toletyouknow.It'suptoyouwhatyoudo,Ilost

controloveryourlifealongtimeago"shesaid

puttingherhandontherightsideofmyhead."Don't

saythataunt,you'relikeamothertome.Youaremy

mother"Isaidfeelingsoguilty."SowhyCora,why

didyoustopcallingmemother.Whydon'tyoucome

backhome,doyouknowhowmuchitbreaksmy

heartnotseeingyouinthehouse."Shesaidgetting

soemotional,actuallycrying."Don't..cry"Isaid

huggingher."FromnowonI'mgoingtocallyou'

Mom'stopcrying.Asforcomingbackhome.Ican't

Mylifeishere,I'mabouttogetmarriedandstarta

family.I'msaferhere,myfuturehusband'slifeis

here.I'mgoingtotryandvisityouguysmore"Isaid

puttingoutofthehugandwipingawayhertears."

Areyousureyou'rereadyforthis,youwanttodothis.



Marriagecomeswithalotofresponsibilitiesand

challengesandtearsanddisappointmentsnotto

mentionpainandcompromises.Corayou'retoo

youngtogothroughallthat"shesaideyesdarting

alloverme."I'mgoingtobefineMom,I'vebeen

throughhellandback.Salvatorelovesme,welove

eachother.I'mabiggirlnow,don'tworryaboutme"I

saidsmiling."Ijustdon'twanttoseeyougethurt"

shesaidhuggingmeagain."Takecareofyourself"I

heardfathersay,Ihardlyeverhearhimtalk.Twenty

wordswereenoughforhimforaday."Youhavemy

blessings"hesaid.Istoodupandhuggedhim."

Thankyou...momyoushouldtryfather'spositivity."I

saidsmiling."I'llbringyouyourfood"Icansaid

walkingout.IwarmedupthemealIhadprepared

earliertoanddishedintofourplates.Iservedmy

parentsandthencalledConnieandCharlestocome

andeat."Sowhere'smybrotherinlaw"Connie

askedastheyweresittingonthehighchairsandI

waspouringthemjuice."Iwouldn'tknowreally,

probablyenjoyinghisbachelorpartywhileI'mstuck

herewiththetwoofyou"Isaid."Iwaswonderingif

hehasanyfriendswhoaresingle?"sheasked



lookinganywherebutme."andwhatwillyoudowith

thatkindofinformation"Iaskedfrowning."Nothing...

Charlieisrightyou'restilluptight.Youshouldsee

thelookonyourface"shesaidrollinghereyes."

That'swhatoldsister'sarefor"Isaid."Forwhat?,

Makingourlivesmiserable"Charlesasked."I'mso

goingtotellMom"Isaidsolemnlybutlaughing

inside."Andibetshe'lltakeyourside"hesaid

shakinghishead."That'sbecauseIamalwaysright,

seeyoutomorrowlittlefellas.I'vegotapartyto

attend"IsaidwalkingOut,"I'mjoiningyouguys"

Conniecalledafterme."Gotosleepkiddo,I'msure

youaretired"Iscreamedbackathere."Ihateyou

Cora"shesaidsoundingsoangry."Iloveyoutoo

sis"Iscreamedbackatherelaughingoutloud.I

foundmygirlfriendstwerkingandsomejumpingon

bed."Where'sthealcohol,nowIcandrink"Isaid

lockingthedoor.Themusicwasloud,"thebrideis

inthehouse"Esihlesaidcomingfromthebathroom

"andwhendidyougethere"Iasked.Theywereboth

there,Siboniso'swifeandmysisterinlaw"that

doesn'tmatter,whatmattersisthatwerefinallyhere.

Andwe'regoingtogetyoudrunk"siwesaidgiving



meaglassofwine.

.

30minuteslaterIwasfeelinglightheadedand

twerkingonbedandthenmyphonehadtoringin

mygownpocket"shhh"Isaidputtingmyindex

fingeronmylips."Shhhit'sMrSalvatore"Isaid

walkingtowardsthebathroomandclosingthedoor

behindme."Hello"Iwhisperedwithmyindexfinger

stillonmylips."AreYousleepingalready?"He

asked,Iwassittingonthetoiletseat."Idon'tknow,I

mustbesleeping"Iwhispered."Cora,areyou

drunk?"Heasked.Ididn'tanswerthat,"youmustbe

drunk"hesaidalittlebitlouder."Whattodowhen

you'reouttheregettingalapdance"Isaidwhipping.

"Don'ttellmeyou'recrying,andwhotoldyouIwas

inastripclub"heasked."Youmustbe,it'swhatyou

guysdobeforethewedding.ifIfindoutthatyou

cheatedonmeonceagainthenIamgoingtocut

yousmalldick"Isaid.Hejustlaughed,"smalldick

yousay...andwhenhaveIevercheatedonyou?"He

asked."YoudidwithNinaandthenyougavehera

beautifulson.Thatboywassupposedtobemine,



he'smine.Ialsowantasmallbabylikehere.Bring

meababyonyourwayhome"Isaid,myhead

spinning."You'recrazy,youknowthatright?...and

Ninahappenedbeforeyou"hesaidlaughingatme."

Don'tlaugh,youcheater.Youknewthatyourheart

belongedtomebutyoustillsleptwithanother

woman"Isaidcryinglikeawomansufferingfrom

pregnancyhormones."I'msorrymyfuturewife,but

it'sallyourfaultdamn.Youweresohardtofind,you

gotmegoingcrazy"Hesaidmakingmelaugh."And

Cora,stopdrinkingandgotosleep.We'vegotalot

ofworktodotomorrow"hesaid."I'msodrunk

Salvatore"Isaidfeelinglikepuking."Drinksome

waterandgotosleepwillyou"hesaidfirmly."You

don'treallyexpectmetogotosleepwhileyou'reout

therepartyingwithyourboys"Isaidkneelingdown

andturningtofacethetoiletseat."ItoldyouI'mnot

partying,I'minthepenthousehavingbeerand

playingcardswiththeguys"hesaid.Thefactthat

therewasnonoiseinthebackgroundwashis

testimony."OK,I'll...—andthenIstartedpuking."

Cora,Cora?...AreyouOK,areyoustillthere?"hekept

onasking."Yes...I'mhere"Isaidwipingmylipswith



mypalm."Walktowardsthewashingbasinand

washyourfaceandmouth"heordered,with

difficultyIdidjustthat.Afterputtingthephoneon

loudspeaker."Gotothekitchenandgetabottleof

water"hecommanded."ButI'mstillpartying"Isaid

faintly."DoasIsayCoraifyoudonotwanttowake

upandgetmarriedlookinglikefrog,youwilllistento

me"hesaid."Ok,OK"Isaidthenwalkedbacktothe

room,wherethegirlsweremakingnoise.Itwaslike

itwassomebodyelse'sparty."I'mgoingtogetus

morewine"Ilied."Hurryuptwin,we'rerunningout"

Mandysaid..."Finishthewholebottle"hesaidon

thephoneasIwasdrinkingwater.Hewasnow

facetimingme.Ididjustthat,"nowwalkupstairsto

ourroom,lockthedoorbehindyouandget

undercovers"hesaid."Areyouforreally,Ican'tlet

themdownjustlikethat"Isaidfrowning."Iamyour

futurehusband,areyouwillingtoletmedown?"He

asked."Youcanbesocontrollingsometimes"Isaid

irritatedbutIobeyedhim."Nowwhat?"IaskedasI

gotundercovers.

.



"Nowwetalk"hesaidsmiling,Icouldtellthathe

wantedtolaughatme."Aboutwhat,aren'tyoutired.

We'vebeentalkingforthepastfewyears,don'tyou

getbored"Iaskedangrily,Icouldhearthemusic

playingfaintlyfromthenextroom."No,never.I

don'tthinkI'devergettiredoftalkingwithyou.You

knowwhy?...withyouthere'salwayssomenew

drama"hesaidchuckling."Callingmeadrama

queen?"Iaskedreadytogotowar."You'remy

lovelyfuturewifeofadramaqueen"hesaid,

smiling..."Whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?"Iasked

calmly."Thefuture...it'sabouttimewehada

serioustalkaboutourfuturetogether"hesaid."

Mmh,thefuture...whataboutit?"Iaskedfrowninga

bit."Howmanykidswouldyouprefertohave?''he

askedsolemnly,nolaughingorsmilinggamethis

time."Adozenshoulddo"Isaid."I'mserioushere"

hesaid."I'malsoserious"Iprotested."Cora!''he

saidfirmly."Threeshouldbefine,includingLorenzo"

Isaidseriously."Iwantfive"hesaid."Thenihereby

giveyoutherighttoadopt"Isaidkiddingly."I'm

serioushere"hesaid."Youlikestressingme,

couldn'twehavetalkedaboutthisafterthewedding"



Iaskedsighing."Rightnowisthebesttime,Idon't

wantyousayingIdidn'twarnyou.Youshouldbe

100%intothis.Noregrets"hesaid."Fourthen,that's

it.Dealsealed,takeitorleaveit"Isaid."It'sdecided

then.Iwantthreegirlsfromyou"hesaidsmilingand

osmiledback."OnlyGodknowsthat,it'sbeyondmy

control"Isaid."Thetiming,I'mnotgettingany

younger.Ican'twaittillyoufinishschoolforusto

startafamily.Howaboutwestartmakingbabies

thisveryyear"hesaid,thelookonhisfacemakingit

soundsoeasy.Itwasgoingtotakeyearsformeto

finallybeagraduatestudentandbeagynaecologist.

Bythenhe'dbeinhis40s,"Idon'tknowSalvatore,

canIthinkaboutit.Ineedmoretime,I'llletyouknow

whenIamready.IpromiseyouthatIamnotgoing

tobeselfishaboutitbutrightnowIcannotdecide"I

saidthoughtfully.''okay,Iunderstand.Takeyour

time"hesaidgentle."Wherewouldyouliketogofor

ourhoneymoon"heasked."Whereveryou'dtakeme,

aslongasyou'rethere"Iansweredsmiling."Iwant

youtodecide,anywhereyou'dliketogo"hesaid."I

havedecided"Isaidshortly."Wherewouldyoulike

togothen"heasked."Takemetothedeepestpits



ofyourheart,burymethere.Thatwouldbethebest

honeymoonresortsever"Isaidsolemnly.Fora

momenttherewepausedandstaredateachother."

I'llbookusthefirstflightoutbytomorrow,wedon't

needtowaitforthecomingholidaysformetotake

youthere"hesaidsmiling.Wetalkedtill1am.

.

Iwaswokenupbythecommotionoutside,Ichecked

thetime.Itwas9am,itwasmyweddingday.I

wokenupwithabroadfullheartedsmile,thesun

wasshiningoutsideasIopenedthebalconydoor.

Myeyesmetwiththeguestshouse,whereIknew

LorenzoandNinawere.Imissedmylittleboy.I

hopedthatSalvatorewasgoingtogethimtoattend

ourwedding,itwashardtotellsinceitwasoneof

Nina'stendays.IWashedmyfaceandbrushedmy

teeth,woremywhitelonggownthengotoutofthe

roomwithmyphone.Therewerealotofpeople

walkingaroundinsidethehouse.Mynostrils

catchedthedivinesmelloffoodbeingprepared.All

inallthehousewasloaded,Iopenedthedoortothe

guestroomwhereIfoundmygirlfriendslyinglike



deadpeople,someonthefloor."Goodmorning

guys"Iscreamedandtheyallsetuprightjumpy,"

hawemAh"Esihlecriedholdingherhead."Youguys

looklikezombies,youneedtogetyourselvessome

hangoverconcoction"Isaidshakingmyheadbefore

exitingtheroom.Iwenttotherooftoptocheckout

theprogress.Thewhitewoodenchairsweresetinto

twoseparaterawsthe,tiedwithredribbons,the

podiumdecoratedwithpinkflowers,itwashalfdone.

Theywerestillbusy,Salvatorewasnotaround.I

walkedbackinside.Anywaystherewassomewherei

neededtobebeforetheweddingBegin.Iwentdown

tothegarageaftertakingmycarkeys."Cora,where

areyougoing"Connieaskeduponseeingmeget

intothecar.''telleveryonethatI'llbebacksoon,I'm

goingtogetmyweddinggift"Iscreamedather.She

wasjuststandingonthestaircasesfrowning.Idrove

out.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

.



Iwasanewday,apageandanewchapterofmylife.

Iwasfinallygoingtogettomarriedtotheloveofmy

life.Thewomanofmydreams,Ilookedather

pictureonmyphoneonmoretimebeforegettingout

ofbed.Thismaymakemelooklikeahypocrite

becauseIfinallyagreedongoingtotheclublast

nightandwecamebackaround5am.Iwokeup

around12pm,nosplittingheadache,Imadesureto

notdrinktoomuch.Iwenttothebathroomandtook

ashower.woremywhiteshortsandshirtand

Salvatore.IfoundMichaelgulpingdownsome

homemadehangoverconcoction."Youlook

horrible"Isaidpattinghisshoulder."Wherearethe

other's"Iaskedsittingdown."Rajtookataxihome.

Mbuthoprobablypukingsomewherearoundthe

house.Tiaxiang?,Idon'tknow''Isaidholdinghis

headwithbothhands."WellI'mleaving,sincewe

cameinonecar.Ithoughtitwouldbe'doingthe

rightthing'ifItoldyou."I'mcomingwithyou,Ineed

togetintomycaranddrivehome.Ineedtoget

somesleep"hesaid."Let'sgothen"Isaidtakingmy

carkeys."Youwerenotplanningonleavingus

behindright?"Mbuthoaskedastheyemergedfrom



theroom."No,never"Isaidlaughing."Iwas

planningonwakingyouupguys"Isaidsarcastically.

"You'resocruel"Tiaxiangmurmuredsoftly.

.

Wegothomearound1pm.Itwasfilledwithpeople

movingaround,IwantedtoseeCorafirst.Iparked

outsideandwalkedinside.Thenoiseoftoomany

differentvoiceswasskyhigh.Isearchedforher."

HaveyouseenCora"IaskedAmandawhowas

walkingdownstairs."Shemustbesomewhere

aroundthehouse"shesaidWithoutevenlookingat

me."Ohkay"Isaidfrowning."MrSalvatore,Cora

saidshewasgoingtogetherweddinggift."Ihearda

voicesaydownthestairs.IwasConnie,"wedding

gift?"Iaskedwalkingbackdown."Ithoughtshewas

goingtomeetupwithyou"shesaidfrowning."

Didn'tshesaywhereshewasgoing?"Iasked.She

shookherheadno."Youshouldtrycallingher,

excuseme"shesaidthenleft."Itriedthatbutshe

wasn'tpickingup.AsIwascallingforthe15nthtime

shewalkedin,wearingherPJs."Wherehaveyou

been,I'vebeentryingtocallyou"Isaidwalking



towardsher."Hellotoyoutoo"shesaidsmiling."I

wasstartingtogetworriedwherehaveyoubeen"I

askedonceagain."You'llknowlaterontoday,bythe

wayIpumpedintoMbutho.He'stalkingaboutyou

goingtotheclublastnight.Isn'tthatjustgreat"she

askedwalkingupstairs."Ohhthat,it'snotlikeIlied.

Itwasalastminutething"Isaidshrugging."Ifyou

saysomyfiancee"shesaidAswegotintoourroom,

iclosedthedoorbehindme.Shefixedthebed."

Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"Iasked,Hansinmy

Short'spockets"Imeanjustthat,'ifyousayso'.I'm

goingtotakeashower,It'sbetterifyougooutthere

andcheckifeverythingisgoingwell"shesaidtaking

offherclothes.Thenwalkingintothebathroom."

Arewefightingbeforeourwedding?"Iasked

followingherinside,shewasstandingInfrontofthe

mirror,tyingupherher.Shethenworeashowercap.

"No"shesaidturningaround.Herface

expressionless,"shewrappedherarmsaroundmy

neck.Stooduponhertoesandkissedmeslightly,"

goodluckwithyourweddingvows"shesaid.Iput

myhandsonherwaist,"thesamegoesforyou"I

saidholdingheragainstmychest."There'snoneed



forthat,I'lljustsaywhatcomesintomymind"she

saidsmiling.Hernakednesswassuchatormenton

me."Ithinkyoushouldgonow"shesaidpulling

awayfrommygrip."Onelastkiss"Iasked."Saveit

forthe'youmaykissthebride'part.Go..."Shesaid

pushingmeoutside.Icheckedeverythinganditwas

inorder.ThecakeIhadboughthadarrived,the

musicDJandthepianomanhadarrived.Thefood

wasalmostready,thedecorjustneededafewtouch

ups.Everythingwasgoingtohappenontherooftop.

Theexchangingofvowsreceptionwassetandthe

weddingreceptionwasalmostdone.Therewere4

tablesthere,eachwithtenchairs,withallthechaosI

almostforgotaboutmygrandparents,Isearchedfor

them."Where'smydaughterin-law"grandmaasked

assoonasIwalkedintotheguestroomtheywere

in."Youlovehermorethanmenow,sonotfair!''I

saidarmsfolded."I'mboundto,afterallshe'sthe

onewho'sgoingtobegivingmegrandchildren"she

said."Grandma!..."Isaid."Comehere...howhave

youbeen"shesaidpullingmeinforahug"Imfine.

Comestagrandpa"Isaidtohim.Hewasbusy

unpackinghisclothes.Itwaslikeiwasn'teventhere.



"Stobene(I'mfine)"hesaid."Hehasgone

bananas"grandmasaidshakingherhead.

.

Cora'sPOV

IputonmyblackpantiesandgownafterIwasdone

showering,thehairdresserandmakeupartistIhad

hiredwerealreadywaitingformeintheroom."Let's

getstartedwithmyhair"IsaidasIwassitting

Infrontofthemirror.Ittookheranhourtofinishup

withmyhair,andthenmymakeupfollowed,they

endedupdoingmygirlfriend'smakeupandhairtoo.

Priyawashelpingmewearmydress.Around5:30

pmIwasdone.

.

Myhairwasrelaxedandtiedintostraightupbunny.

Pinnedontop,toppedwithatiara,thebabyhairline

addedandstyledperfectly.Iwaswearingacheery

redlipstick.Eyelinerwithashadeofred,allinallI

lookedperfect.Iputonmysomethingblue

somethingborrowedwhichwasboughtonthelast

minute.Another30minuteslaterthepianostarted



playing.Iwasbeyondnervous.Icouldfeelmy

tummygettingshivers."It'sabouttime."Momsaid

walkinginsidetheroom

.

Narrated.

.

Salvatorewasstandingnearthepodiumwherethe

priestfromCora'schurchwasstanding.Hisguys

standinginlinetohim.Thegirlsontheoppositeend,

hewaswearinghisblacksuit,aWhiteshirtandthen

alongcherryredtie,afloweronthepocket.The

guyswearwearingblacksuitwithnotiesthelast

twobuttonsunbuttonedandthejacketswereon

theirrighthandscarriedneatly.Thegirlswere

wearingreddresseswithdifferentdesignsthough

andtheshoe'swerealsodifferent.Thereredcarpet

hadwhiteandpinkpetalsdroppedalloverit.Onthe

sidestherewerevaseswithpinkroses.Floating

candlesinthepoolandlightaroundit.Thesmall

lightswereeverywherepossible,behindthepriests

therewasawallIwhiteandredroses.Ontheother



endofthepooltherewerefourtable'seachwitha

paraffinlampontopandamirrorvaseofflowers.

Eachtableclothredwithfewpinkpetalsdroppedon

topanddownthefloor.Thenafewcandlesthere

andthere.Abottleofchampagneoneachandevery

tableandthenthewhiteblackandredplatesgetting

biggerinsizesasyougofromthetoptodown.Fork

andknifeeachtiedwitharedribbononthesidesof

theplates.Themaintablewasmadeofthickglass,

redandwhitepetalsdroppedoninahugebouquet

ofpinkandwhiterosesinIbasketoninandthetwo

lampsoneachside.Abottleofchampagneandthe

threedifferentcoloredplatesforthebrideand

groom.Acaketableontheleftside,thecakewas

thatofawhiteweddinggown.Themoonandthe

Starswerelookingdownonthem,shiningsobright

thatitactuallyreflectedonthepoolofwater.

Lorenzowakedinwearinghisblacksuit,redbowtie.

Droppingredpetalshewascarryingwithasmall

basket.Everybodywaslookingathimuntilhe

reachedthefront.Hestoodnexttohisfatherand

then.Thebrideemergedfromthedoor,her

aunt/Momholdingherhand,shewastowalkher



downtheisle.Inherbeholderseyesshelookedlike

anangelnoinfactapuregoddess.Thepianoman

keptonhittingthelowkeyharmonicmusic."Isittoo

latetorunback"Corawhisperedintoheraunt'sear."

Youcanstillrunorplaydead"shesaid.Makingher

almostburstintolaughter.Theycontinuedwalking

downtheisle,hereyesonherfiancewhohada

smileonhisbeautifulface.Shehandedheroverto

Salvatore."Keepherhappy,always"shesaidsoftly

andwenttositdownafterSalvatorenoddedwitha

smile.ThestoodInfrontofthepriest.

.

"We'regatheredheretowitnessthebeautiful

matrimonyofMrAlonzoJoaquinSalvatoreandMiss

CoraZabenathiMaphumulobeforeIbegin...if

anyonehasareasonwhythisceremonyshouldn'tgo

onpleasestanduporforeverholdyourpeace''the

priestsaid......

.

"...IAlonzoJoaquinSalvatorevowtocherish,love

iternally,respectandhonoryouforaslongasIlive,



toalwaysbebyyoursideinsicknessandinhealth.

Tobeyourprotectorandtobefaithful,tobethe

papaofourchildrenTilldeathdousPart"Salvatore

saidhisvowsafterthepriestgrantedhimthe

permissionto...

"ICoraZabenathiMaphumulovowtoalwaysbeby

yoursideforaslongasyouneedmethere,Ivowto

bethemotherofyourkids,acompanion,ashoulder

tocryon,afriendifyouneedoneandmother,a

Faithfulwife,Ivowtobeneverstopbeingyour

girlfriend.I'mabeyourmistressifneedbe.Ivowto

keepyourheartinthesafestofhavens,Ivowtotry

andkeepyousmilingeventhroughyourtoughest

days.Ivowtotakeyourfamilyasmine.AndlastlyI

vowtoloveyouandloveyouonlyuntildeathdous

part"shesaidhervows,solemnlyandfromtheheart.

"Inowannounceyouhusbandandwife.Youmay

kissyourBride"thepriestsaidandtheykissed

passionately.

.

Aparagraphofacommentplease
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Narrated

.

Onelookinyoureyesandthereisee

Justwhatyoumeantome

HereinmyheartIbelieve

YourloveisallIeverneed

Holdingyouclosethroughthenight

Ineedyou...heeey

.

Ilookinyoureyesandthereisee

Whathappinessreallymeans

Thelovethatwesharemakeslife

Sosweet

Togetherwewillalwaysbe

Thispleasureoflovefeelssoright

AndohhohohIneedyou...



.

(Chorus)

HereandnowIpromisetolovefaithfully(faithfully)

You'reallIneed

HereandIvowtobeonewiththe..(you&me)

YourloveisallIneed

.

Sayyeyyeyyey

WhenIlookinyoureyes

ThereIseeallthatourloveshouldreallybe

AndIneedyoumore

Andmoreisthere

Nothingcantakeyourloveaway

Morethanitrytodream...Ineedyou

.

Chorus

.



Startinghere,startingnow,Ibelieveinyourlovex2

SoI'mgladtotakethecow

.

Chorus

SalvatoreandCorawerehavingacouple'sdance.On

thedancefloor.Hishandsonherwaistandhers

aroundhisneck,everybodyhadjustfinishedhaving

theirdinner."Youlookgorgeoustonight,thisdress

suitsyouperfectly"hesaidlookingdownather."

Andyou'vebeensayingthatforthepasttwohours"

shesaidsmilingathim."Ican'thelpmyself"hesaid

makingherblush."Thanks"shesaidseriously."For

what?"Heasked,frowningabit."Foreverything,for

lovingmesounconditionallyanddeeply.Forlooking

beyondmyflows,forchoosingmeasyourwifeand

lastlybutnotleastformakingLoreattendthe

wedding"shesaid."Ishouldbetheonethanking

you.Forchoosingmeasyourcompanionandlong

lifepartner,forlovingmesotragedicaly,for

acceptingandlovingmysoneventhoughhismother

hasbeennothingbutcrueltoyou.Womanlikeyou



aresorare,you'reoneinatrillion.Alwaysremember

that"hesaid.Andthenthesongended.They

applaudedforthemAllinalltheweddingwassucha

grandevent,theytriedtokeepitlowkeybutit

becameanuclearbomb.Itwasoveraround

10pm.theyreceivedafewgift.Thebiggestgiftwas

twoflightsticketstoParisplusapaidforhotelroom

fromAlonzo'sfather.Theythankedtheguestsfor

attending.Theguestsdisappearedonebyone,those

whocouldn'tgobackhomewenttotheguestrooms.

"Okay,seeyounextweekguys"Corasaidwavingat

MichaelandAmandawhowerethelastcoupleto

driveout."Let'sgotoourroom,Ican'twaitto.

makeyoutakeoffthatdress"Salvatoresaid

CarryingCorainabridalstyle."Alonzo,peopleare

watching"Corascreamedstartled.Tryingtoget

down,"letthemwatch"hesaidCarryingherupstairs

totheirroom.Heopenedthedoorandturnedonthe

lights,andthenboomthesurpriseofhislife."What

isshedoinghere?"HeaskedputtingCoradown.

Happinessturnedintoanger.Coraclosedthedoor

behindthem."She'sisthegiftthatIwant"shesaid

Walkingtowardshermotherin-law."What,whatdo



youmeanbythat...Whatthehellisthiswoman

doinginmyroom.Getoutifhere,thenerve.Howdid

youevengethere"heshoutedwalkingtowardshis

mother,whowaslookingsofrightenedbyhisrage."

Salvatoreplease,calmdown.Icalledherhere,She's

herebecauseofme"Corasaidgettingin-between

them."What?,Yousneakthisdespicableexcuseof

awomanintomyhouse?,HowcouldyouCora.I

trustedyou,howcouldyoudothistome.Youknow

exactlywhatthiswomandidtomebutstillyou

broughtherhere"heshoutedbutwaslosinghis

voiceontheway,themixtureofdisbelief,painand

hatredinhiseyeswasinmaskable."I'msorryOK,

butIhadtodothis.Foryoursake,IdidthisforYou"

shesaidalittlebitlouderthanintended,shecouldn't

finditinhertolookathim."DidIaskyouto,the

fuckyoudidthisforme!''heshoutedbreakingthe

vase,Corawasstartingtogetscared."Getoutof

myhouse!"Hesnappepedwalkingtowardsthe

closet,hecamebackwithagun.Hismotherwas

cryinghysterically."I'msorryAlonzo,pleaseforgive

me.I'msorry"shekeptonsayingwhilecrying."Get

yourfilthyassoffmybedandgetoutofmyhouse"



hesternlyandfuriouslysaid,handsshakingashe

hadhisgunpointedoutather.Coralookedupand

couldn'tbelievehereyes,theypoppedout."

Salvatore,whatareyoudoing...she'syourmother"

shescreamedwaltzingandstandingInfrontofthe

pointedgun."Coragetoutofmyway,Cora!Move"

hesaidthroughgrittedteeth."No,noSalvatore.Try

andtalkthingsout.Hearhersideofthestory.Let

herexplainherselfandthenyoucandecideifyou

wanttoforgiveherornot"shesaidactingsobravely

butshakinginside."CoraIsaidmoveorelseI'll

shoot,I'llshootthetwoofyou"hesaidthroughhis

tears."Dyingatyourhandswouldbethebestdeath

ever,shootifyouwantbutI'mnotmoving.Killyour

motherandwifeonyourweddingnightandseeif

thatbringsyoupeaceoreternalgrief...AllIam

askingforisjustafewminutesofyourtime.Listen

toherjustonce,Iamdoingthisforus.Ourkidsand

grandkidstocome,Iwantmykidstoknowtheir

grandma...AndyoupromisedmeSalvatore,you

promisedme.Youpromisedtogivemewhatever

giftI'daskfor,I'mnotgoingtoaskyourtoforgive

her.Justlistenonce,youcan'tbreakyourpromise,



listen.Whatyoudecidetodonextwillbeallupto

you"shesaid,keptonwalkingcloserandcloserto

himuntilshetookhisgun.Hismotherwasshaking

inherboots,shealmostpeedonherselfwhenshe

sawagun.Thelasttimeshesawagunwaswhen

hersisterwasmurderedbyherownhusband40

yearsago."Talk"Alonzosaidsocoldly.

"I'msorryAlonzo,Iamsorrymyson.Inevermeant

toabandonyou"shesaid."OhpleaseI'veheardthat

amilliontimesbefore.Tryanotherline,it'snot

working"hesaidangrily."Myhusband,MrDlamini

wasapoorman.Iwassoblindlyinlovewithhim,we

gotmarriedandhadourfirstbabytogether.

Sandile,thestrugglingincreasedevenmore.And

thenIdecidedtogoandlookforajob,that'showI

metyourfatherwhowaslookingforamaid.I

startedworkingforhim,hewasaverykindman.I

wassmittenbyhiskindnessandthenbeforeIknew

itwestartedhavinganaffair.Mymarriagewithmy

husbandstartedtofallapartbutthatdidn'tbother

me,I—..."Typicalofyou,soselfabsorbed.Youcan't

thinkofanyoneelsebutyou,you'reaverycunning



wom—..."Salvatoreplease,letherfinishfirstand

thenyoucanpassyourjudgement"Corabegged

lookingintohiseyes."...Ifellinlovewithyourfather,

Ihardlywentbackhome.Ihadforgottenand

abandonedSandileandmyhusband.Butwhenever

I'dgobackhome,Dlaminishoweredmewithhislove

andkindness.Itwasoffnousetome,Ididn'tlove

himnomore,helovedmetobits.Myaffairwithyour

fatherCarriedonuntilonedayIfoundIwas

pregnant.Iwassoscaredandworriedaboutwhat

peoplemightsay.Iwasamarriedwoman,Ithought

aboutmyparentsandmyhusbandbutyourfather

assuredmethateverythingwasgoingtobefine.

ThathewasgoingmarrymeandIwasplanningon

leavingmyhusbandforhimwhenonedayIfound

outthathewasagangster.Ifoundadeadbodyin

thebasementofhishouse,wellhetriedtocalmme

down.Explain,ItriedtounderstandbutIcouldn't.I

decidedthatIwasnevergoingtomarryacriminal,

afterallmysisterdiedinhandsofone.Ihadto

watchashebeathertodeath,Iwasnotabouttoput

mylifeontheline.Yourfatherlovedyousovery

much,beforeyouwereevenborn.SoIdecidedthatI



wasgoingtoleaveyouwithhim,Ineverwantedto

seehimagain.OnethingIknewforsurewasthatifI

hadleftwithyouhewouldhavehauntedmedown.I

hadnochoicebuttoleaveyouwithhim.Besides

that,youhadnochanceofsurvivingwithme.I

hardlyhadajob,ifIwastogobackwithyoutomy

maritalhomemyhusbandwouldn'thaveaccepted

mebackorforgaveme.Withyourfatheriknewthat

you'dbewelltakencareof,getthebesteducation

andeverythingyou'deverdesire.Ihadnothing

Alonzo,nothing.Iknowthatmostofmydecisions

wereselfish,iamaselfishperson.Iknowthat,for

yearsIstayedwithamanIdidn'tlove.Trytofinditin

yourhearttoforgiveme.I—..."Forgiveyou?,Wow!.

Howeasyforyoutoask.Forgiveness?You'llfindmy

forgivenessontheentranceofhellbecauseIam

that'swhereyou'regoing.Doyouknowhowmany

peopleyourselfishnesshasaffected.Yourson

despisesmebecausehefeelsthatmyfather

deprivedhimofamother'slove.Myfathercan

hardlykeepawomanforamonth,youknowwhy

becausehestillhopesthatyoumightcomebackto

him.HestilllovesyouandMrDlamini,mayhissoul



restinpeacehediedanunhappyman.Afterallwhat

couldbeworsethanspendingtherestYourlifewith

apersonwhodoesn'tloveyoubackandyourtwo

otherkidstheyneverknewamother'slove,afull

heartedmother'slovebecauseyouwerebusystuck

uponmemoriesofamanyouleft.Youdaughterhas

trustissues,sheneversawherparentslookingat

eachotherlovingly.Andyouwantmetoforgive

that...never.I'msorryCorabutthisgiftisbeyondmy

ability.

"Hesaidthenlefttheroom.

"Alonzo,Alonzo"Coracalledafterhimbutitwasin

vain

.

"I'msorryaboutthat...Ithoughtthatthingsbetween

thetwoofyoucouldgetfixed"Corasaidsitting

downonbed."It'sOK,atleastyoutried..foroncehe

listenedtomywholestory.Ineverexpectedhimto

forgiveme,myabsenceinhislifehasturnedhim

intoabitterperson.Eveniwouldn'tforgivemyself.I

seethatyourpresenceinhislifehassomehow



revealedhisbettersidemore,Takecareofhimfor

me"shesaidthestoodup."Therearealotofguest

rooms,youcansleepover.It'stoolatetodrive"She

said.''no,i'lldrive.Ihavenorighttobehere.Letme

gobeforehecomesback,Idon'twanttoprovoke

himagain.Goodnightandgoodluckwithyour

marriage.Itwassuchabeautifulceremony,even

thoughIwaswatchatthefarend"shesaid."

Thanks,goodnightmotherinlaw"Corasaid.The

womansmiledthenleft.

.

Cora'sPOV

Itookoffmyweddinggown,wipedoffmymakeup

andgotintothebathtub.Twohourspassedbybut

therewasstillnosignofSalvatore,Icalledhisa

thousandtimesbuthisphoneleadmetovoicemail.

Ileftalotofmessages,askinghimtocomeback

homeandapologisingbutstill,nothing.Iwasfinally

conqueredbysleep.MindyouIwassittingdown

leaningonthebed,Isleptsittingupright.Iwas

wokenupbysomeonecarryingmeup,Iopenedmy

eyesanditwashim.Hewasinhisboxers.smelling



fresh,Ilookedatthetime.Itwasfourinthemorning.

IdecidedthatIwastocallinsick,mybodyfeltso

heavy.Iwassotired,"I'msorry"isaidsoftly."Just

gotosleepCora"hesaidputtingmeundercovers

andgettingundercoverstoo.Heturnedhisbackon

me."SalvatoreI—...."Idon'twanttotalkaboutit"he

cutmeoff.Isnuggleduponhisback,hedidn'tfight

myarmaroundhim.Ifellasleeponceagain.Iwas

wokenupbythefeelingthatsomeonewasstaringat

me.Iopenedupmyeyesandtherehewas."Wasit

somesortofVengeance...isitbecauseIdidthe

samethingwithyouandyourfamily?.Isthatwhy

youcalledherhere.Ofcourseitmustbe,whyamI

evenaskingyou"hesaidchucklingunbelievingly,like

hewasgoingcrazy."Whatareyousaying,how

couldyoueventhinkthat...vengeance?.No!.You

knowmebetterthanthat"Isaidsittingupright."Do

I?,DoIknowyou?"Hesaidsoangrily."Whatdoyou

meanbythatSalvatore,youknowthatI'dneverhurt

youonpurpose.ItoldyouwhyIdidit"Isaidalmost

intears."Youbrokemytrust,howcouldyoudothis

tome.YouknowIhatethatwomen,withEveryinch

ofmybody.Youjoinforceswithmyenemiesand



thenexpectmetoforgiveyou?"Henowsnapped."

She'snotyourenemy,whyisitsohardforyouto

forgive.Whydoyouliketocomplicatethingsthat

arenotcomplicated"Isaidangrily."Iseewhereyour

problemlies,youtendtothinkthateverybodyelseis

likeyou.SoeasilyforgivenessandHollyHolly,well

you'remistaken.IfyouthinkthatI'mgoingtoforgive

thatwomenthanyou'vegotanotherthingcoming"

heshouted,startlingme,Ijumpedabit."Holly

Holly?,AreimplyingthatIamafoolbecauseIeasily

forgive.Isthatwhatyou'resaying?.ShouldIhold

grudgesfortherestofmylife?.Salvatoreyoucan

notsitthereandpretendasifyou'reaperfectionist,

webothknowthatyouhavesinnedathousand

times.Yoursinsareprobablygreaterthanhers,let

hewhohasneversinnedcastthefirststone.The

Biblesays,toyouImightseemlikeafoolfor

forgivingthosewhotrespassagainstmebutyou

knowwhat.Hewhoforgivesisgreaterthanhewho

asksforforgiveness.youseeherasyourenemy,I

thinkyou'reyourownenemy.Havealookat—..."

Shutup!''hesnappedofftothepointwhereIgotout

ofthebedscared."GetoutofherebeforeIdo



somethingImightregret"hesaidthroughgritted

teeth.Hisarmsfoldedintoatightfist,veinspopping

outofhisforehead.Irushedtothebathroomand

lockedmyselfinthere.Ifthatdidn'tscaremethenI

don'tknowwhwould.Idecidedtotakeashower

.

Igotoutwithatowelwrappedaroundmybody.He

wasnotaround,thanksGod.Ihavemoisturizedmy

bodyandworemyundergarmentsandmylong

blackleatherpencilskirtandablousetuckedinand

thenmysleepers.Icalledinsickthenwent

downstairs,therewasalotofcommunicationin

there.Ifoundeveryonesittingaroundthedining

table."Goodmorning"Isaidnervously.Myfamily

andhisgrandparentswerestillthere."Good

morningmydaughterin-law,Ihopeyousleptwell"

grandmasaid."GoodmorningCora"momsaid."

Cora,you'retakingmeoutforshopping.Brotherin

lawhasalreadyagreedongivingmehiscard"

Conniesaid."I'malsojoiningyou"Charlessaid."

Ain'tyousupposedtobegoingtobemagistrate

Courttoday"grandpaasked."Askyourgrandson,I



don'tknow"Isaidsittingdown.Iservedmyself

breakfast,Salvatorewasjusthavinghisinsilence."

Mommy,Mommy"IheardLorenzo'svoicecoming

fromtheoutside.Irushedtothemaindoorand

foundhimstandingthere."What?,Whatareyou

doinghereLore...howdidyougethere"Iasked

pickinghimup.Hejustshookhisheadchildishly."

Where'sNinamom?"Iaskedwalkingwithhim

towardthediningroom."Work,workinginhis..."He

saidthoughtfully."Shewenttoworkinthe

hospital?"Iaskedsmiling.Henodded,"andwhere's

Petunia"Iasked."She'sWashing,Irunaway"hesaid

sohappily,likehedidsomethingwonderful.

"I'vebeenmeaningtoask,who'ssonishe"mom

askedfrowningIputLorenzoonthechairnextto

mine."HelooksalotlikeAlonzo"sheaddedsmiling

atLorenzo."That'sbecauseheishisfather"Isaid

lookingatLorenzowhowastryingtostandupon

thechair."Youdidn'ttellmeyouhadakidtogether"

Momsaidfrowning.grandmaclearedherthroat."

That'sbecausewedon't,heisNina'sson"Isaid

sighingheavily."Andhowoldishe"sheasked,Iwas



drained."He'llbefullythreeyearsoldNextweek

Saturday."Salvatoreanswered."Andyou'vebeen

datingforalmostfouryears,thisisamazing"Mom

saidunbelievingly.''Momplease,it'snotlikethat.He

wasconceivedbeforewestarteddating"isaid

sighingheavily."Mom,I'mhungry"Loresaidinhis

tinylittlevoice.IgavehimaVienna."What

happenedtohismother,hecallsyoumother"she

asked,Icouldseepityinhereyes."That'sbecauseI

amhismother,it'scomplicated.Canwetalkabout

somethingelse"Isaidsoannoyed.Mydaywas

turningouttobeadisaster.Ineverthoughtor

expectedmyfirstdayasamarriedwomantobeso

disastrous.RightnowIshouldbeinahotelroom

somewherewithmyhusband.Cuddleduporfeeding

eachotherstrawberrieswithcreamorbetteryet

havingagreatmorningglory.Butthereiwastrying

todefendourmarriage,therehewaslookingso

furiousbuttryinghisbesttohideit."Excuseme"he

saidstandingupandgoingupstairs."Youfought,

didn'tyou?"Grandmaasked."No"Iliedthroughmy

teeth,"I'mnotaskingyou,I'mtellingyoubythewayI

heardthenoise.Ibeteverybodyelsedid,whateverit



isgoandfixit"shesaid.Whydidn'tsheunderstand

thatthattherewasnothingtofix,hehadmadehis

mindaboutmycharacter.AbetrayerandmissHolly

Holly,Icontinuedeatingmybreakfastwhilefeeding

Lore."Coradidn'tyouhearwhatIhadjustsaid"she

saidafterfiveminuteslater,"I'mstillhavingmy

breakfast"Imurmuredsoftly."Areyoubackchatting

withme?...goupstairsandfixthingswithyour

husband"shesaidpointingupthestaircases.I

stoodup,tookLorenzointomyarms."Putmy

grandsondown,infactgivemethebaby.I'llfeed

him...whofightsontheirweddingnight?,GeeKids"

shesaidunbelievingly.IgaveLorenzotoherand

wentupstairs.Ifoundhimsittingonbedvideo

callingwithwhoseemedlikeabusinesspartners,

tellingfortheirconvesartion.Ipassedbyandwent

tothecloset.Agoodopportunityformetorearrange

mycloset.Ididjustthat,butitconsumedlesstime

becauseIfoundhimstillonhislaptop.'cleaningup

thebathroomwouldn'tbebesuchahideousidea.I

wentdownstairs,makingsurethatnobodysawme

andgotthecleaningchemicalsandabucketanda

mop.Startedwithmycleaning,itwaspointlessafter



all.Itstillchangednothing,butatleastIdidn'thave

totalktohim.Ifinishedwiththebathroomthenwent

tothebalcony,hewasnowbusywithsomepaper

work.Ifinishedupandwentdownstairstoput

thingsintheirrightfulplacesaftercleaningthem."

Didyoutalkthingsout"momaskedasIwascoming

fromthestoreroom."Yeswedid,wedid.Itwasjust

aminormisunderstandingafterall"Isaidfaintly

smiling."For16yearsIraisedyou,don'tyouthinkI'd

knowwhenyou'relying"sheaskedfrowning."Well

peoplechange,I'mnotthat16yearsoldgoyou

knewanymore"Isaid"Youknowwhereyou'llfindme

whenyou'rereadytotalk"shesaidthenwalkedaway.

Iwalkedouttotherooftopaftertakingmy

unfinishedbreakfast.Iateup"youmightwantto

forgivethatsandwichyouknow"Conniesaid

approachingme."LeavemealoneCon"Isaid

irritated."I'mnotgoinganywhere''shesaidwalking

around."Youhavesuchabeautifulenormoushouse,

andthewaterfall,thelakeview"shesaid."Isthat

whyyou'rehere,Ialreadyknowallthestuffyou've

mentioned.Youcangonow,thanksforreminding

me"Isaidirritated."Geez,noneedtobitemyhead



off,Iwasjustcomplimentingthegrandhouse.

That'sall...andIamhereregardingshopping.When

arewegoingtogotothemall,Ineedtogetready"

shesaid."WasItherewhenyoudiscussedabout

shopping?"Iaskedeyebrowsraised."No"shesaid

lookingsoperplexed."Wasitherewhenyouasked

forhiscard,wasItherewhenheagreedand

suggestedthatIaccompanyyou.DidIagree"I

asked."ofCoursenot,ifyouwerethereyou'dknow,

right?.Justgettothepoint"shesaid."Mypointis

thatwhateveryouandSalvatorediscussedand

agreedonisnonofmybusiness.Hecantakeyou

thereandbuyyoumilliondollarclothes,Idon'tcare.

Itdoesn'tconcernme,sopleasestopinvolvingme

inyourdamnagreements."Isnapped."Ohhsorry,

I'msorryforaskingyou.I'lltellyouwhat,you

shouldn'ttakeyourfrustrationsoutonpeople.IfI

knewitwouldbesomuchofanissuethenbelieve

meIwouldn'thavedisturbedyourpeace"shesaid,

soundingsohurt.Shethenwalkedback"Con,I'm

sorry..."Isaidbutitwasalittlebittoolate.Shewas

alreadygone.Fromworsetoworst,Iwentback

inside.WhatwasfrustratingwasthefactthatIhad



nothingtodo.MyMondayroutinewasdisturbed,I

wenttothelibrary."Cora,yourphoneisringing"

Charlessaidwalkinginsidethelibrary."Ohhthanks"

Isaidtakingit."Mandy..."Iansweredthecall"Mrs

Salvatore,howdoesitfeelliketofinallybecalled

Mrshim."Sheaskedsobubbly."Amandanothing

haschanged,I'mstillme.Nothinghaschanged,I'm

stilltheCorayouknewfromyesterday"Isaidsighing

softly."Ohhk...anywaystellmeaboutlastnight.You

musthavemadesweetlovetilldawn"shesaid,"

nothinghappenedAmanda,it'snotlikeIwasavirgin

whofeltsoexcitedaboutherfirsttime.We'vehad

sexamilliontimesbefore"isaidrollingmyeyes."

Ohkay,butevenso.Youmusthavet

hadthatglimpseofexcitement"shesaid,notso

forwardanymore."Idon'tknow,wearenoton

talkingterms,nothinghappenedlastnight.We

fought"Isaid."OwhhhI'msorry"shesaid.''

yeah,lookIgottago.We'llchatlaterontoday"Isaid.

"Okay,I'llcallyoubecauseIknowyounevercall

backwheneveryoupromiseto"shesaid.''bye"I

saidthenhungup.Thetimewas10am,Iwas



choosingoutabookwhenLoreandConentered."

YourhusbandsaidImusttellyoutoGetready,

you'releavingforcourtinanhour"shesaidlooking

atLorenzowhowasbusypullingherhair."Canwe

talk?"Iaskedsittingdown,shesetdowntoo."What

isit"sheasked."AboutIsaidearlier,I'msorry"Isaid

lookingather."Ohhthat,I'moverthat.Justtakeme

forshoppingaftercourtandyou'llbefullyforgiven"

shesaid."Really?''Iaskedandshenodded."We

usedtogetalong,youandI.Youdon'tneedtoactso

elderlyandoldsistergagaonme,weusedtobe

friends.Iknowthatdeepdowninsidethereyou're

stillchildishashell"shesaidlookingatme,Ijust

smiled."It'llneverhappenagain,Ipromise"Isaid."

GoodcauseIdon'twanttogotoprisonforstabbing

yourass"shesaid."Whoa,youmightwanttotakeIt

easy.I'llgoandgetready"Isaidchuckling.

.

Iwaswearingablacktightshortdress,withno

sleevesandandblackheels,goldwristwatch.Iwas

thetoputonmypearlswhenhehelpedme,myheart

startedpounding.Idon'tknowKnowifitwasoutof



fearorhisclosenesstomebutbutwhateveritwasI

didnotlikeit."Thanks"Isaidwalkingawayfrom

him.Heheldmywaistthentwirledmearoundso

thatIfacehim."Ineedtogetmybag"Isaidlooking

anywherebuthim."I'msorryforwhatIsaidearlier

on"hesaid,Iwasstillinhisgrip."Ishouldbethe

oneapologising,I'msorry.Ishouldn'thavetriedto

bethemendingstitchbetweenthetwoofyou.I

don'tevenknowthedepthofyourpain.I'msorry"I

said,reallyregrettingit.IfIdidn'tdothatwewould

havehadagreattimelastnight."AndIshouldnot

havedoubtsandquestionedyourinterestsand

intentions.Youwereonlytryingtohelp"hesaid."I

won'tinterferebetweenyoutwonomoreandfor

preachingearlieroniapologise.Iwasoutofmy

senses,Iprovokedyou"Isaidlookingdownonthe

floor."Let'sburythehatchetandmoveon"hesaid

tiltingmyheadupsothatIcouldlookathim.I

noddedslowly,"butdon'tevershoutatmelikethat,

youscaredme"Isaidsolemnly."DidI?...Iamsorry"

hesaidkissingmyforehead.

.



Wedidsignincommunityofproperty,myparents

weremywitnesswhilehisgrandparentswerehis.

AndthenConandIwentshoppingwithSalvatore's

cardwhiletheywenthomeinalimo."That'sit,we're

done"Isaidsighing."ButCora''shewhined."No

buts,Iamstillgoingtostartafamily.You'rewasting

myhusband'smoney"Isaid."Onemoreitem?,

Please"shepleaded,wewereatWoolworths."Just

one"Isaid.Shepickedthighhighboots.Wepayed

andwentout.Ididsomegroceryshoppingandthen

wetookacabhome.Itwasaround5pm.Myfeet

weresosore,ConandCharlesoffloadedthe

groceries.IfoundSalvatorepreparingdinner,

Lorenzowassleepingonthecouchwiththeremote

controlinhishands.Icoveredhimupwithashawl,

tookoffmyheelsandwalkedonbarefoot."Ishould

getgoing''Isaidhugginghimfrombehind."Doyou

reallyhavetogo"heaskedturningaround."Yes,I'm

goingtotakeaquickshowerthendriveoff"Isaid

lookingupathim.Hebroughthisheadcloserand

closertomineandthenwekissed,hewas

squeezingmybutwhileIwasleaningonthekitchen

island.Myhandsfoundtheirwaytothebackofhis



head.Wewerekissingpassionatelyandwithso

muchhungerwhenhisgrandpawalkedin."Geta

gripoveryourselves,goodloadletusnoteatumpire

food"heexclaimedpraying.Itwassuchan

embarrassingsituationtobecaughtupin."

Grandpa!"Salvatoreexclaimedlaughing."I'mgoing

togoupstairs"Imurmuredsoftlyandlookingdown.

"You'veembarrassedmywife"IheardSalvatoresay.

ItookaquickshowerthenworemyPJs,"have

dinnerwithusthenI'lldriveyouthere"Salvatoresaid

assoonasIgotoutofthecloset."Andwhatabout

mycar?"Iaskedzippingmysleepoverbagwhich

hadafewclothesandshoes."Thechauffeurwillbe

drivingbehindus"hesaid

"Okay"Isaidtakingmyhandbagandphonefrom

thebed."Can'tyousleepoverandthenleave

tomorrowmorning?"Heaskedaswewereexiting

theroom."IwishIcouldbutIcan't"Isaid.Andthen

therewasaloudcommotiondownstairs,Iheard

Nina'svoice.Wehurrieddownstairs."Where'sshe?"

Iheardhersay.Shewasshoutingoutthedoor.Iput

mybagsonthecouch,"what'sgoingonhere?"



Salvatoreaskedwalkingtowardsthedoor.Grandma

wasstandinginthemiddleofthedoorblockingher

way."Isn'titthiscrazywomanouthere,shewants

towhipthebabywiththestickshe'scarryinginher

hands"grandmasaid."Whogaveyoutherightto

takemyson,Corahuh."Sheaskedreadytokill

someone."Itookyourson?"Iaskedfrowning."I

hadtotolerateyournonsenseeversinceyesterday.I

wantmyson,where'she?"Sheshouted."Nina,ifyou

donotclosethatdirtymouthofyoursthenI'llbe

forcedtohelpyoucloseit"Salvatoresaid."Letme

talktoher"Isaidwalkingout."Ididn'ttakeLorenzo,

hewalkedhereallbyhimself,asforyesterday

Salvatoredid.Idon'tknowwhyyouhavetogetme

involvedinthis"Iexplainedcalmly."Yoursocalled

husbandforcefullytookawaymysonallbecauseof

you,foryoursake.Hecan'tthinkofanythingelse

otherthanyou,italwayshastobeaboutyou.Cora

thisCorathat,I'msofedup.Ifyousodesperately

wantababywhydon'tyoumakeoneforyourself

andleaveminealone."Sheshouted."I'dappreciate

itifyoukeptyourvoicedownabit,Lorenzois

sleeping"Isaid."Givememybaby"shesaidsighing.



IwentbackinsideandtookthesleepingLorenzo

andgavehimtoher."Don'tevertouchmybaby"she

said."CanIgetmyshawlback"Iasked."Here's

yourstupidshawl"shesaidthrowingitdown.I

pickeditupanddustedoffthedirt,wentbackinside.

Everybodywasstandingnearthedoor."Let'sgoand

havedinner"Isaidsmilingatthem.Wesetaround

thediningtableandhaddinnerinsilence.Letthatold

womanbullyyou"shesaid."Iwill"Isaid."Iloveyou,

callmeifyouneedanything"shesaid,Inodded.''

whenareyougoingtogobackhome"Iaskedaswe

werewalkingupstairs."Itookafourdaysleave,we

willgohometomorrowafternoon"shesaid."Call

mewhenyougethome"Isaid.Shenodded.
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MomandIwalkedbackupstairs,Ipumpedinto

Salvatoreon.Hehadajacketinhishands."Let'sgo"

hesaidlookingatme."Letmesaygoodbyeto

everyone"Isaidwalkingtowardsdiningroom."I'm



leaving,I'llseeyouwhenIseeyouguys"Isaidto

everyone."NexttimeIcomehereIwanttoseegreat

grandchildrenrunningaround"grandpasaid."You'll

seejustthat"Isaidsmiling."Wewillcallyoubefore

takingourflight"grandmasaidhuggingme."DadI'll

seeyouwhenIcomehome"Isaidsquirtingdown

Infrontofhim.Heputhishandonmyhead,"be

happy"hesaidseriously."ConnieandCharles

behaveyourselvesandtakecareofMomandDad"I

saidpullingtheminforahug."I'llcallyouevery

night"Consaidsmiling."Dovisitussoon"Charles

said."Willdo,byeeveryone"Isaidexitingtheroom.

IfoundSalvatorealreadyinthecar.Igotinandhe

drovein.Onlymusicwasplayingonourway,hetried

tomakeaconversationthereandthere.Thesecurity

guardopenedthegateforus,Ialsosawmycar

followingbehind.Igotoutandopenedthebackdoor,

tookmybags.Heretrievedoneofthetwobags

frommyhand."I'llwalkyouupstairs"hesaidandI

saidnothingtothat.Iunlockedthedoorandwe

walkedin,"thanks"Isaidtakingthebagfromhim."

AreyouOK?"Heasked."Yeah,I'mgood"Isaid

fakingasmile."Hey,what'swrong"hesaidholding



bothmyhands."I'mfine,I'mjusttired"Isaidlooking

athim.Hekissedme,handsundermyvest.Moving

incircularmotiononwaist."Salvatore,nottoday"i

saidpullingout,Icouldfeelhismalerodgettinghard.

Helookatmeforawhile,sighedthensmiled."I'll

callyoulater"hesaid.Inodded,"goodnight"he

added."Goodnight"Isaidthenhewalkedout.It

was20pm,Igotstartedwithmybooks.Iwentan

extramilewheneversomethingwasnotwellwith

me.Iwenttosleeparound2am,wokeupat6amand

wenttothehospital.Inbetweenstudyingtotakethe

writtencertificationexaminationIwasbusyplanning

forLorenzo'sbirthdayparty.Ithasbeenaweek

sincewegotmarriedandIwasdrivingbackhome,it

wasafridaynight.IwasplayingLuthervandross,it's

truethatthecompanywekeephasaninfluenceon

us.Istartedlikingthekindofmusicheloved,the

kindofmeals.Imeanalotofthings.Iparkedinthe

garageandgotoutofthecarwithmyhandbag,took

mysuitcasefromtheboot.Ihadlaundrythatneeded

tobedone.Iwalkedtothefirstfloor,thetimewas

21pm.ThefirstthingIsawwasSalvatoreInfrontof

thetelevision,whateverhewaswatchingseemedto



beinterested.Hedidn'tevenhearmewalkingin.The

housewasemptythenthelasttimeIleft.Everybody

wasgone,itwasjustme,himandLorenzoohhand

Petuniaaswell."Whatareyouwatching"Iasked

droppingmybagsdown."Ohh!"Hesaidlooking

startled."Don'ttellmeyou'rewatchingporn!"Isaid

walkingtowardshim."youalmostgavemeaheart

attack,Icouldhaveusedawarning"hesaidholding

hischest."Whatareyouwatching?"Iaskedsitting

onhislap."Seeforyourself"hesaidpullingme

closertohim."Achickflick?"Iaskedgiggling."

What?,youtalkedaboutitlastweekandIwas

clueless.SohereIam"hesaidkissingmyshoulder.

"Mmh,aren'tyoujustaperfecthusband"Isaid

puttingmyarmaroundhisneck."Howareyoudoing

mywife?"Heaskedmakingmegiggling."IamOK,

howaboutyoumyhusband?"Iaskedsmiling."I'm

good,justthatI'vebeenmissingyoulikecrazy"he

saidgrabbingmybreasts."Notmorethanme...

How'sLore"Iasked."He'sbeendoinggood,he's

fine...he'ssleepingandyesIreadtohim."Hesaid."

I'mthirsty,I'llgoandgetmyselfaglassofwater"I

saidgettingoutofhisgrip."Youmustbehungry,



there'sfoodforyouinthemicrowave"hesaid."

Thankyou...Ibelievethatyouwereborntobemy

guardianangel"IscreamedasIwaswalking''more

likeaservant"hescreamedback.Ijustlaughed.

Warmedupmyfood,itwasjustriceandchicken

withGreeksalad.ipouredaglassofwateranddrank

upandthenaglassofcranberryjuice.Icameback

andsetnexttohim.""How'sthebuildingprocess

going"Iasked."We'regettingclosertotheendpoint,

byJanuarynextyear.Itwillbefinished"hesaid.It

hadbeenbeentwoyearssincethebuildingofhotel

ParadiséinDurbanbegan."Youmustbelosingalot

ofmoney,tellingfromthepicturesyousentme.It's

goingtobebiggerthantheoneinhere"Isaid

glancingathim."Notreally,theinvestorsdidme

good.I'mcoping.AfterthisI'mgoingtobemaking

moremillions"hesaid."youmustteachme

business,Ialsowanttomakemills"Isaidkiddingly.

"Andyou'llteachmehowtosavelives"hesaid

kissingmyneck."It'safairdealthen"Isaidlaughing.

"Theinvestorsaregoingtohavesharesinthe

hotel?"Iasked."Yeah"hesaidshortly30minutes

laterIwasdoneeating,hadwashedthedishesandI



waslayingmyheadhislaplookingupathim."Any

plansfortomorrow"heasked."I'lltakeajogearly,

afterthatIwanttolazyaroundthehouse.I'vebeen

pushingalotthesedays"Isaid."Iwasthinkingthat

maybewecouldtakeanice-creamdrive.Thethree

ofus?"hesaid."I'dlikethat"Isaidsmiling.We

talkedaboutalotofstuff,until23pm."Let'sgoto

bed"hesaid."Carrymethere"Isaid."Please"I

begged."Nexttime,you'regoingtocarryme."He

saidpickingmeupafterswitchingoffthetelevision.

"Remindme"Isaidlaughing.

.

Iwasbrushingmyteeth,hewasalready

undercovers."Iwasthinkingthatmaybeyoucould

helpmebakeLorenzo'scake"Isaidgettingontopof

him,hewaslayingonhisback."Areyouaskingor

stillthinkingofasking"hesaid."I'maskingforyour

help"Isaidtakingoffmyvest."Whycan'twejust

orderone"heasked."Iwanttopersonallydoit,

somethingyoremember.We'llbakeitwithhim.It'll

bemuchfun"Isaid."Ithinkyou'veforgottenthat

youcomebackhereonFridaysandhisbirthday



partyisonSaturday"hesaid."Well,Ididn'tthink

aboutthat...butwecanstilldoitthisSunday"Isaid

bendingoverandkissinghim."Sinceyou'reasking

soseductivelyI'mboundtosayyes"hesaidholding

mywaist.Hewasonlywearinghisboxers.He

flippedmyunderhim,"Isit?"Iaskedbitingmylower

lip."Ahha"hesaidkissingmyupperbody,so

tickling."Hetookofoffmyshortsalongwithmy

panties.Hewascaressingmybody,kissingmeall

over,hishandsfeelingeveryinchofme.My

breathingwashitched,eyesclosed.Hekissedmy

lowertummythenmymould,heseparatedmylegs

widelyapartandstartedeatingmedownthere.Got

mytoescurledup,"mhh.."Imoanedtiltingmyhead

totheside.henibbledmysoftbudwhilefinger

fuckingme.Iwaspushinghisheaddown,

encouraginghimtokeepondoingwhathewas

doing.Hetookoffhisboxersandwasleftfullynaked,

hecamebackupandwesharedakiss.Icouldfeel

hisheadonmyentrance.hisgiantcucumberwas

rodhard.HeflippedmeoverandIwasontop.I

startedgivinghimahandjobandthenputhisthing

inmymouth,whichstillmakesmegaggingeven



today.Iwassuckingonhimlikealollipop,while

movingmyhandupanddown.Bythewayhewas

grabbingmyhairIcouldtellthathewasenjoying

everyminuteofit.Ithensquirtedontopofhim,

teasedmyselfwithhiscucumber.Heheldmywaist

andpulledmedown,andithitmehardthatmyeyes

poppedoutandIgagged.Itwastoolongtobefully

in,Imovedupabit.Andstartedmovingupand

down.Sidetoside,increasedmypace.Hewas

groaninglikecrazy.Ibendedoverandwewere

kissingwhileIwasfending.Icouldn'ttakethehit

anymore,Icumontopofhim.Heflippedmeover

andhititfrombehinduntilhecum.Hetookoffhis

boxersandwasleftfullynaked,hecamebackup

andwesharedakiss.Icouldfeelhisheadonmy

entrance.hisgiantcucumberwasrodhard.He

flippedmeoverandIwasontop.Istartedgiving

himahandjobandthenputhisthinginmymouth,

whichstillmakesmegaggingeventoday.Iwas

suckingonhimlikealollipop,whilemovingmyhand

upanddown.BythewayhewasgrabbingmyhairI

couldtellthathewasenjoyingeveryminuteofit.I

thensquirtedontopofhim,teasedmyselfwithhis



cucumber.Heheldmywaistandpulledmedown,

andithitmehardthatmyeyespoppedoutandI

gagged.Itwastoolongtobefullyin,Imovedupa

bit.Andstartedmovingupanddown.Sidetoside,

increasedmypace.Hewasgroaninglikecrazy.I

bendedoverandwewerekissingwhileIwas

fending.Icouldn'ttakethehitanymore,Icumontop

ofhim.Heflippedmeoverandhititfrombehind

untilhecum.Morningjogwasnotanoption,Iwas

freakingtired.Islepttill8,wellIwaswokenupby

Lorenzowhocamejumpingonourbed.Alonzowas

notaround."Mommywakeup!"Shescreamed

jumpingupanddown."Lorenzo..."Isaidwhining.I

wasnakedunderthesheets."WakeyWakey"hesaid

kneelingdown,makingmelaughbecauseIwasthe

onewhousedtosaythattohimwhenhewouldn't

wanttogetoutofbed."You'resuchanaughtylittle

rascal"Isaidlookingathim."Iwantbreakfast"he

said."That'snotanicewaytoask,say"mommy

mayyoupleasemakemebreakfast'.Where'syour

Papaanyways"Iasked."Iwantbreakfast"hesaid

foldinghisarmsandsulking."Sayplease!"Iinsisted.

"Angfuni"hescreamed,"whoa,whotaughtyou



that?"Iaskedeyespoppedout."Leavemealone!"

Hesaidwalkingout."Lorenzo!"Icalledoutfollowing

himwhilewrappingthesheetaroundmybody."He

Lore...what'swrongwithyou"Iaskedgrabbinghim

onhiswaydownstairs."Letmego"heyelledGeez

thatwasfirst,IwassoconfusedastohowIshould

reacttotothat."I'maskingyouaquestion,you

betteranswerme"Isnapped.Hejustcried,"what's

wronglore"Iaskedkneelingdown.Hecriedeven

more,"I'msorry,what'sisitmyboy"Iaskedwiping

awayhistears."Youdon'tlovememommy,you're

goingtoleaveme,you'renotmymom"hesaid

throughhistears."Iamyourmommy,whotoldyou

thatIamgoingtoleaveyou,huh?"Iaskedholding

hisshoulders.''Idon'twantyouanymore"he

screamed."Don'tsaythat!,Iloveyou.I'mnotgoing

anywhere,you'remyson"Isaidholdinghiminmy

arms."Ninamomsaysyou'regoingtoleaveme"he

saidcrying."Don'tbelieveher,shedoesn'tknow

whatshe'ssaying.I'llalwaysbehere,I'myour

motherloreandI'llalwaysbehereforyoubecauseI

loveyou.Ninamomwasjustjoking"Isaidcrying

myself."Shesaysyou'regoingtohaveanotherbaby



andleaveme"Isaid.Hestartednodding,"Iamnot

goinganywhere,okay?".Henodded,hecappuccino

facehadturnedred."Iloveyousomuch,you'rethe

bestthingthathaseverhappenedtome.I'mnever

goingtoleaveyou"Isaid."Promise"heasked,he

hadhiccups."Ipromise"Isaidkissinghimallover

theface."Iloveyoumommy"hesaidhuggingme."I

loveyoumore...gotothekitchen.I'llcomeandmake

youbreakfast"Isaidsmilingfaintly."Okaymommy"

hesaidsmiling.Iwentbacktotheroomandwore

mygown.Thenwentdownstairs,Iwaspreparing

scrambledeggswhenSalvatorewalkedin"hey

buddy"hesaidtoLore,tomyinstincthewaskissing

hishead."Goodmorningmyheartbeat"hesaid

huggingmefrombehind.Inodded,"you'vebecome

amutenow"hesaidchucklingandturningme

around."Cora...you'recrying,what'swrong.What

happened"heaskedlookingsoangry."It'snothing,

I'mfine"Isaidwipingoffmytears."Whatdoyou

meanit'snothing,you'recrying.What'swrong,isit

somethingIdid?,Talktomeilmiocuerobatte"He

saidlookingbeyondworried,"youmustbehungry,

goandtakeashowerandcomebackin5.Breakfast



willbereadybythen"Isaidsmilingfaintly."Iamnot

goinganywhereuntilyoutellmewhat'swrong,Lore

whathappenedtoyourmother?"Heaskedeyes

dartingbetweenthetwoofus."Salvatoreplease,

don'tinvolveakidinthismatter.Justgo"Isaid."

Corayou—..."NotnowJoaquin"Isaidsighingheavily.

Henoddedthenleft.Imadescrambledeggs,fish

fingers,baconandtoastedbrownbread.Dishedup

forLoreandservedhimwithaglassofjuice."Eat

up,I'llbeback.I'mgoingtotakeashowerOK"Isaid

kissinghisforehead."ThanksMom"hesaidalready

eating.IfoundSalvatoresittingonbedwhenI

walkedin,hehadatowelwrappedaroundhisbody.

Hairwet,"lookigottago"hesaidhangingupon

whomeverhewastalkingto."Weneedtotalk"He

saidasIclosedthedoor."Idon'twanttotalkabout

it"Isaidwalkingtowardsthebathroom.''wellIdo"

hesaidWalkingtowardsmeandgrabbingmyarm."

You'vebeendoingthissincethatSundayevening,

youwon'ttalktome.You'repushingmeaway"he

shouted."Whatdoyouwantmetosay?"Iasked

crying."Youweretherewhenyourbabymama

insultedmebutyoudidnothing"Ishoutedback."



Andthentodayyourthreeyearoldsonlookedmein

theeyeandtoldmethatIamnothismother.What

willyoudoaboutthat,itisthetruthisn'tit."Isaid

leaningtowardsthewall."Thatevilwoman

instigatedthechildagainstme,I'vegavesomuchto

Lorenzo.Allmyheart,Igavemyself.Triedtolookat

thebrightside,I'vedonenothingbutlovehersonbut

lookwhatshehasdone.She'spoisoninghim"I

screamedslidingdownthewall."There'snothingI

didn'tdo,nothingIwouldn'tdoforLorebuthis

motherissoungrateful.IfIwasanotherwomanhe

wouldhaveprobablyslepthungrysomedaysor

worse.Ievenwelcomedherintomyhome...who

doesthistotheirkids,whatkindofawomanwould

wanttoinstillhatredintotheirkids...Ican'tdealwith

Ninaanymore.I'mtiredSalvatore,iamdrained,I

triedtobenicetoherbutIguesssomepeopleare

justbornbitter."Isaidcrying,Iwassuffocating.He

kneeleddownonmysideandembracedme."I'm

sorry,I'mgoingtofixthis,myownway.Theonlyway

Iknowhow."Hesaid,Icouldfeelangerandsadness

inhisvoice.Ilookedupathimafteralongtime."

Whatareyougoingtoto"Iaskedwipingawaymy



tears."Nothingtoworryabout,justknowthatafter

thisshe'llrespectyou"hesaid,holdingmyfaceon

bothsides."She'llonlygettoseeLorenzowhenI

amaround.I'mnotgoingtojustsitbackandwatch

whilemysonisbeingturnedintoabitterhuman

being.Idon'twanthimtobelikeme.I'llgethissole

custody"hesaidlookingdownatmebuthisbrain

wassomewhereelse

.

Tobecontinued
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WellIdressedupinmyshortpickjumpsuitand

anklelengthblackleatherbootsandputhisbig

bikingjacketwithalotofbadgesontop.Himand

loreweredressedinblacklongsleeveshirtand

blackjeansthentimberlandboots.Weweregoingto



eatout,myphonewasconnectedonBluetooth,

playinginthecar.Wewereridingajeepgrand

Cherokee.Iwaslookingoutthewindow,leaningon

it.Ihavemyfeetuptheseat,bodysnuggledup

together."Trytoloosenupabit,everythingisgoing

tobefine"hesaidputtinghishandontheshoulder.I

wasstartledabit."Mmh"Isaidturningtofacehim.

"Youlooksotense"hesaidfakingasmile."I'm

good...Loreareyougood?"Iaskedlookingatthe

backseatsbuttomysurprisehewassoundasleep.

Salvatorejustchuckledshakinghishead."

Salvatore?,Don'tdoanythingthatwouldhurtLorein

anyway"Isaidlookingathim."Everyoneofushave

gotthatonethatmatterstous,shemightnotlove

herSonbutthere'ssomeoneouttherethatsheloves,

I'mausethatpersontogetwhatIwant"hesaid

lookingattheroad."Whatflavourshouldweget?"

Heaskeddivertingthetopic,Iwaspuzzled."

Flavour?"Iaskedfrowning."Thecake..."Hesaid."

Ohhthat,helikesvanilla.Sovanillaitis"Isaid

chucklingabit."You'veinfluencedmyson,you're

theonewholikesvanillaandnowlookathim"he

said."WhatcanIsay,I'mtheQueenofhearts"isaid



alittlebitcheesy."Ohwyeah?"Heasked.Icouldn't

helpbutlaugh."Atlast,shelaughs"hesaidglaring

atme,makingmeblushintheprocess."Don'tforget

thatyou'redriving"Isaid."Ohh"hesaidconcreting

ontheroad."Yousee,you'redestructingme"he

said."WhatdidIdo?"Iasked."Stoplookingso

sexy!"Hesaid.OhhGodhewassuchaflirt."Ain't

youjustaflirtMrSalvatore?"Iaskedgiggling."It

runsinthefamily,itsinourbrains"hesaidgivingme

oneofthosesmiles,thatsmileofhis.Thatmadefall

inlovewithhimatfirstsite."Don'tcrywhenoursons

turnouttobejustlikethis...expectmanymany

grandchildren"hesaidmakingmelaugh."I'llbe

damnedifIletthemturnouttobelikeyou"Isaid."

What?,AmIthatbad...Ithoughtyoulovedmelike

this.I'mthebestyoucouldeverfindinthemarket

babe"hesaidglancingatme."You'reperfect,but

therecanbeonlyoneAlonzointhisworld.Isn'tit?."

Isaidsmilingthoughtfully."Whatareyouthinking

about"heaskedaswepasparked."Youwantto

know?"Iaskedgettingoutofthecar.Hegotoutto.

Hecametomyside."I'dliketoknowwhat'scooking

upinthatbeautifulheadofyours."Hesaidlookingat



me.Handsonhispocket.Ipulledhisheaddown,"

I'mjustthinkingofhowmuchIloveyou,I'minlove

withyouJoaquin"Iwhisperedintohisear.Then

backedaway,hejustlookedatmeandsmiled,I

openedthedoorbutheclosedandswiftlyturnedme

aroundbeforeIknewithislipshitmine.Therewas

nobreathinginbetweenthekiss,itleftmebreathing

butnotbreathinginbetweenwasnotthemain

reasonwhymyheartwasracingandadrenaline

rushing."Icouldtakeyouhere"hesaidlookingat

meinthatwayhedoeswhenhewantstogetitinmy

valleyoffire."We'reinpublic"Isaidclearingmy

throat.Hesighedheavily,Iopenedthedoorand

wokeupLorenzo.GavehimtoSalvatorewhowas

stillcaughtupinthatkiss.Igotbag"wewillstartby

shoppingandtheneatlateron,let'sgo"Isaid."Cora,

youmightwanttostayalittlelonger"hesaidlooking

soweird."What,why?''Iaskedfrowning."Junior

downthereisawake"hesaidlookingdown."Of

courseheis,Lore'sawakebecauseIwokehimup.

What'snewinthat?"Iaskedimpatiently."CoraI'm

nottalkingaboutEnzo,I'mtalkingaboutyourgiant

cucumber"hesaid,Ilookedandmyeyespoppedout.



"Ohhwhydidn'tyoujustsaysoearlier"Iaskedstill

lookingatitbulgingoverthejeans."PapaIalso

wanteatcucumber"Lorenzosaid.Icouldnothelp

butburstintolaughter."Thisisnolaughingmatter

Cora"hesaidupset."Ohhsorry,Ijustcouldn'thelp

myself''Isaidclearingmythroat."You'resmiling,you

didthistome"Hesaidangrily."WhatdidIdo,you

kissedmefirst"Iprotested."Thatwhathappens

whenyouwhispersweetsomethingtoaman,he

getsturnedon"hesaid."Whoalanguageplease,

we'vegotakidaround...let'sdothis,youcanstayin

thecarwhileLorenzoandIgoandgetthegrocery"I

suggested.Imadealistofthingstobebought,"we

willbeback...trynottojerkoff"Isaid."I'llkillyou

Cora"hesaidthroughgrittedteeth."YeahIloveyou

too"Isaidblowinghimakiss.CarryingLorenzowas

sucha...hewasheavy.Iputinsidethetrolleyas

soonaswegotintotheshop."Mommy...Iwantthat

car"hesaidpointingatthetoycar.''sayplease"I

said."MommayIpleasehavethatcar"hesaid

figgitatingwithhisfingers."That'sbetter...That

wasn'tsohardnowwasn'tit?"Isaidpickingupthe

toy,headozenofremotecontrolledcar,kidswill



alwaysbekids."Coraisthatyou?"Iheardsomeone

Infrontofusask.IlookedupanditwasDrFrancis."

Hi"Isaidweirdlysmilingathim."Smallcityisn'tit?"

Hesaidwalkingtowardsus."Notexactly,whatare

youdoinghere?"Iasked,givinghimalipsealed

smile."Shoppingjustlikeyou"hesaid."Ohh

obviously"Isaid,mybrainwassomewhereelse.He

wasahandsomemaninhislate20s,whiteandtall.

Hisbodysaidthathewenttogymacoupleoftimes

inafewweeks."Ididn'tknowthatyouhadason"he

said."Hellolittleone"hesaidbendingovertowards

Lore,whoseemedmoreinterestedinthetoycarhe

wascarrying."Momlet'sgo"hesaidignoringDr

Francis."Lorethat'srude,apologizetoMrFrancis"I

said."Youcan'texpectmysontogoaround

apologizingtostrangers"hisvoicesaidfrombehind.

Iturnedaroundandhewasapproachingus.""what

areyoubusydiscussingwithmywife,ifImust

know"heasked.SeemingsocoolbutIknewhewas

boilinginside."DrFrancismeetmyhusband,

Salvatore.Youmusthaveheardofhim"Isaid

introducingthemtoeachother,helookedatJoaquin

forashorttime."OhhMrSalvatore,theownerof



hotelParadisé?.I'veheardalotaboutyou,Imust

sayit'sagrandbuildingyouhavethere"hesaid

extendinghishand."Idon'tgoaroundshaking

handswithpatheticloser"hesaidputtinghishands

inhisjeanspocket."Alonzo"Iexclaimed."Ohit's

OK,IapologizeifImayhaveoffendedyouinsome

way.Ididn'tknowthatCoraismarried"hesaidso

calmly."It'sMrsSalvatoretoyou,Coralet'sGo"

Salvatoresaidpushingthetrolley."Whatwasthat

about?"Iaskedaswejoinedthecuetothecashier

aftergettingeverythingweneeded.Hedidn't

answermyquestion,wepaidthenloadedthe

groceriesintothecar.HehadLorenzoinhis

shouldersaswewalkedintosomerestaurant."let's

ordertakeaway,Idon'twanttogethomehungryand

thenhavetocook"Isuggestedlookingatthemenu.

"Who'sthatguy?"Hefinallyasked,Iwaswaitingfor

that."He'soneoftheresidencystudentssupervisor,

he'sagynaecologist"Isaid."DidIaskyouabouthis

occupation?"Hesaidlookingfurious."What'syour

questionexactly"Iaskedfrowning."Doeshealways

getpersonalwiththestudents,everystudentorisit

justyou?''heasked."Iwouldn'tknow,Idon'tfollow



himaroundalldaytoknowthatkindofinformation"

Isaidbravely."Don'ttrytofoolme!"Hehalfsnapped.

"Okayfine...hewantsme,askedmeoutacoupleof

times,hehastriedhisluckwithme"Isaidsighing."

Andwhatwasyourresponse?"Heasked."Ofcourse

Iturnedhimdown"Isaidfrowning."I'm

somebody'swife"Iadded."Whatifyouweren't?"He

asked."BeforethatIwassomebody'sgirlfriend"I

saidlookingathim."BesidesthatIonlywantyou,I

loveyouonly"IsaidholdingHandacrossthetable."

Whydidn'tyouletmeknowaboutthis"heasked."

Salvatore...doIhavetocomebackandreporttoyou,

everyguywhowantsme?.I'msureyouhavea

thousandofwomenthrowingthemselvesatyou,

flirtingwithyou.Doyoutellmeaboutthem,noright?.

Don'tberidiculous"Isaidchucklingabit."NowIam

beingridiculous?,Isawthewayhewaslookingat

youandthefactthatyoufeltuncomfortablearound

himmakesmefeelthatthere'ssomethinggoingon"

hesaid."AreyouimplyingthatIamcheatingonyou

withhim?,EvenifIweretocheatonyouhe'dbethe

lastpersonI'dconsiderdoingitwith.He'smy

supervisor,Ijustdon'twanttoberudewithhim.I



don'tseehimthatway"Isaidfirmly."Whatkindof

guywouldyouprefercheatingonmewiththen,I'd

reallyliketoknow"heaskedfoldinghisarmsaround

me."Let'snotdothishere"Isaidsighing.Icalled

thewaitressandorderedatwotakeawaymealsand

icecream.OneformeandoneforLoreHeordered

too."Whenarewegoingtodoitthen"heasked."

Don'tletyourjealousycloudyourjudgement.There's

nothinggoingonbetweenus,youknowthatIlove

you"Isaidsighing."Doesheknow?"Heasked."Yes,

I'vetoldhimacoupleoftimes...ifyouwanticould

letthewholeworldknow"Isaid."Wouldyou?"He

askedunbelievinglybutalsodaringme,"isthata

dare?"Iaskedfrowning,"whatdothink''heasked

leaningbackinaslumpposition.Istoodupandgot

ontopofthetable,"whatareyoudoing?"Heasked

throughgrittedteeth,hewasthefirstonetofeel

embarrassed."CanIhaveeverybody'sattention

please..."IsaidandIgotjustthat."Thanks,thisis

myhusbandAlonzo.Hejustdaredmetotellthe

wholeworldhowmuchIlovehim.wellhereitis'I

loveyouAlonzoJoaquinSalvatore.Nooneelse

comesaboveyou,nootherman.'Iloveyouonly!"I



screamedinbetween.Hehadhisheadboweddown

inembarrassment."Thereyou'vegotit''Isaid,he

wasNowlookingatme,actuallyeverybodyclapped.

Isteppeddown,"you'recrazy"hesaidunbelievingly.

"DamnIhaven'tdonesuchacrazythinginalong

time"Isaidgiggling."Ihopethatclearsyourdoubts"

Isaidhuffing."Abit"hesaid,"that'snotfair!"Isaid

sulking.Hejustlaughed.

.

Weatethenweetookourorderalongwithcupped

icecreams,drovehome."Comeon,openup"Isaid

afterscoopinguphisicecream.Hewasn'thavingit

anditwasmelting.Heshookhishead."Loretell

yourPapatoopenup"Isaidlookingattheback

seats.Hewasalittleprettymess,heT-shirtwas

coveredinicecream."OpenyourmouthPapa"he

saiditsocutely.Itwasimpossiblenottofallinlove

withher."Openup,thisthingismelting"Isaid,he

didopenhismouth.Iwasfeedinghimwhilehaving

mine,wegothomearound2pm.Offloadedthe

groceriesandpackedit."Noworktoday,we'regoing



tocatchamovie''Isaiddragginghimoutofhis

officeafterLorenzoandItookabathItwasaround

4pm."CoraI'vegotalotofpaperworktofix"hesaid

protesting."Ihardlyspendtimewithyou,please.I

wanttospendthewholeweekendwithmyhusband

isthattoomuchtoaskfor?."Iaskedsittingonhis

lap,hewassittingonhisofficechairbehindthedesk.

Ihadmyarmswrappedaroundhisbigneck,"this

comingTuesdayismydeadline,Ihavetofinishthis"

hesaidseriouslyandsighing."OKfine,it'sgoingto

bemeandlorealonethen"Isaidstandingup."Cora

don'tbelikethat"hesaidgrabbingmyarm."Isaid

it'sfine,workandIamgoingtowatchamoviewith

Lorenzo"Isaidyankingmyarmandwalkingout.

WellIdidjustthat,wewatchedanAllratedmovie,

Lorenzoendedupfallingasleepinhisseat.Itook

himtobedandwenttosleepmyself.Iwaswearing

mypantiesandvest,sleepingontopofthecovers."

Areyouasleep?"Iheardhimask.Iignoredhim

bluntly.Hepurposefullygotontopofmybackand

layedonme."Getoffofme"IsaidFindingithardto

breath,hewasheavy."Ithoughtyouweresleeping"

hesaidgiggling.Isetupstraightafterhegotoffme..



"areyouangrywithme?''heasked."No...Iwasjust

apartbutnowI'mnot.CanIgotosleepnow?"I

askedsighingsoftly."Kissmegoodnightfirst"he

saidsolemnly."GoodnightSalvatore"Isaidrolling

myeyesthenlyingdown.Ifelthimstandupand

thenmusicstartedblastinguptheroof.Geezare

youforreally?"Iaskedangrily."Youknowwhatto

do"hesaidcomingbacktobed."Couldyouplease

lowerdownthevolume"Ipleaded."Notbeforeyou

kissmegoodnight"hesaid.Igavehimapeckon

thecheek,"goodnight"Isaidirritated."Arewe13

yearoldteenagers,youcallthatakiss"heasked

unsatisfied.Isighedsoftly,hewastastingmy

patience.Iheldhisheadonbothsidesandgentle

turneditaround.Iwasinakneelingposition,Ithen

kissedhimslowly.Mytongueinvadedhismouth.He

pulledinonelegandcrosseditoverhisthighs,he

wasin-betweenmythighsandIwassittingontopof

him.Moreclosertohistorso."Goodnight"Isaid

pullingout.Hewasholdingmywaistandallwanted

wastoliedown."Areyoustillangry"heasked

lookingupatmewithabroadsmileonhisface.''

no"Isaidshortly."Youbehavesochildish



sometimesbutIlikeit,it'skindofcute"hesaid,I

couldseethathewantedtolaughatme."That's

probablybecauseIamonly21,whatdoyouexpect?"

Iaskeyebrowsraised."Andyouhaveasmartmouth

too"hesaid,"canIgotosleepnow?''Iasked."Let's

staylikethistillmorning"hesaid,eyesdarting

betweenmineasifhewassearchingforsomething.

"Orwecouldhavejusthaveoneround"hesaid

lookingatmylips.Ididn'tsayathingtothat,hetook

offmyvest.Itooktheremoteandlowereddownthe

volume.Hisplaylistwasgreat,hewaskissingmy

neck.Hismiddlefingerrubbingmybudgentle.I

pulleddownhisboxersandhisrodthingsprungFree.

Igaveitahandjob,Ipulledmypantiesontheside

andputitinsideme,andstartedmovingupand

downslowly.Therestishistory

.

Iwokeuparound7amandhewasnotinbed.Iwent

tothebathroomandtookashower,woremy

undergarmentsaftermoisturizingmybody.Then

woremyjeansdungareeandavest,thenmy

sleepers.IwentdownstairsbutonlyfoundPetunia



andLorenzo."Goodmorningguys,Haveyouseen

Salvatore"Iasked."Ihaven'tseenhim,maybehe's

inhisoffice"Petuniasaid

.

Narrated

.

Ninawassmokinginherroom,shewastogoto

workaround5pm.Hershiftstartedat6pm.Shewas

wearingnothingbutagownandthentherewas

knockonherdoor.Itwasalmost8:30inthemorning.

"Comeinifyou'rehandsome"shesaidfeelingso

highandthenSalvatorewalkedin."Somuch

confidence"shesaidsmiling."Whatisit,isyour

wife'spussyboringyoualready''sheaskedgiggling.

Theroomhadamistofsmoke,heopenedupthe

windows.Hehadabrownbaginhishand"smoking

willkillyousomeday"hesaidopeningthewindows."

Idiedthedayyousaid"it'sover"lovekilledme.

Don'tcomehereandactlikeyoucare"shesaid

leaningontheheadboard,eyesclosed,smoke

drawingoutofhermouthslowly."Whatdoyou



knowaboutloveNina?"Heaskedsittingonthe

couch."Justbecauseyounevergavemetime

chancetoshowyoumygoodsidedoesn'tmeanthat

it'snotthere,IalsohaveaheartSalvatore"shesaid

lookingathim,itwasallgamesandfununtilhe

walkedoutthedoor.Sheneverknewthatshewas

capableoflovinganotherhumanbesidehermother.

Infactwhatshefeltforhimwasmorethanthat,

closertoobsessionitwas.Justamaresiteofhim

painedher,shealwaysknewthathewasneverhers

tokeepbuttheheartwantedwhatitwants.He

lookedatherwithsomuchangerandresentment

butkepthercool."Igotyousomething"hesaid

standingupandgivingherthepaperbag."Youmust

behungry"hesaidsittingbackdown."youpoisoned

this"sheaskedtakingouttheburgerandchips."IfI

wantedtokillyouIwouldhavedonethatalongtime

ago,thattoowithagun"hesaid."Mysoulwillrest

inpeaceifIdieinyourhands"shesaidtakingthe

firstbite."WhatareyouteachingLorenzo,Nina?.

You'rebrewinghatredinhishead"hesaidlookingat

theburgershewaseating."Thistastessogood"

shesaideatingitlikeshehasbeenhungryfordays."



AndhisnameisMongezinotLorenzo,doyouhate

mesomuchthatyouhadtoallowyourwifetoname

mychild?''sheaskedlookingathim."Iwascivilwith

you,wehadanunderstandingbutthenagainyou

decidedtoruinthingslikeyoualwaysdo"hesaid."

RememberthatItoldyouaboutheronourfirst

meeting,youpushedandnagged.Wefuck,Itoldyou

thatwecouldneverbeanythingmorethanfuck

friends.YoucaughtemotionswhichIevendoubt

youdid,awomanlikeyoucouldneverfallinlove.

You'reincapableoflovinganyoneelseotherthan

yourself,wellyourmotherwasluckyenoughtoget

somepartofyourfrozen.Whichbringsmetothis

question'howdoesherfleshtasteslike'isitgood?"

Heasked."Whatdoyoumeanbythat?''sheasked

frowningandfrozen."You'vebeeneatingupher

thighforthepastfewminutesnow,howdoyoulike

yourburger?"Heasked."What?,Whathaveyou

donetomymom"sheaskedstandingup,beinghigh

endedinstantly."Youkilledmymother?,Whathave

youdonetomymother.Youmonster"sheasked

grabbinghimbyherjacket."Youmightwanttolet

goofmyjacket,yousmelllikeshit."Hesaidchilled



andsheletgoofhim."Ididn'tkillyourmother,yesif

itwastheoldSalvatorethenhewouldhavedone

justthat.DoyouknowhowmuchIhatetoseemy

wifecrying,I'llnotsitbackandwatchselfishwoman

likeyouharmthoseIlove.Whatareyouteachingmy

son?.Don'tworryaboutyourmother,herwoundwill

kill.Forgivemebutthiswastheonlywaytogetthe

messagethroughYourthickskull.Itwasjusta

minorthighcut,she'llbejustfine.Inacoupleof

weeks...NowIneedyoutosignthese"hesaid

handinghersomepapersandapen."Youwantto

takemysonawayfromme?"Sheaskedcryingafter

readingthepapers."OhhpleaseNina,don'tactlike

youcare?.Theonlyreasonwhyyouarecallingis

becauseyourmotherislyinginsomehospitalbed

outthere.Nowdon'twastemytime,signup.Ican't

standthesiteofyou"hesaidsoheartlessly.She

signedcrying,"atleastyou'llgettoseehim.Under

supervision,I'mdoingthisforEnzo.Idon'twanthim

togrowupandbecomethemanIamtoday,Iwant

himtogetallthelovinghecouldpossiblygetand

that'simpossiblewithyoutryingtopoisonhisnaïve

mind.You'renotgoodenoughforhim,iftherewas



everanyportionofyourheartthathaseverloved

himyou'llunderstandwhereI'mcomingfrom.Now

letmemakeonethingclear...ifyoueverhurtmywife

again.Iwillbeforcedtoburyyourmotheralive.Have

awonderfulday"hesaidwalkingout.Shesearched

forherphoneandcalledhermotherassoonashe

closedthedoor."Nina?"Hermotheranswered."

Mother?,AreyouOK?.Areyouhurt?"Sheasked

fastly."I'mfineNina,I'mfinenow"shesaidcrying."

Whathappenedmother,howisyourthigh.Holdon,

I'mcomingtothehospital"shesaidpacingaround."

NinaI'mfine,I'mnotinthehospital"shesaid."What,

whathappenedthen?"Sheaskedfrowning."There

weresomemaninherewearingblacksuits,they

justleft.TheyhadgunsNina,whathaveyoudone

now?"Sheaskedcrying."You'rehurt?"Sheasked."

LikeIsaidIamfine,areyouokayNina"sheasked."

YeahI'mfine...lookingIgottago"shesaidthan

hungup.Sherealizedthatshehasbeentrickedbut

thefactthatSalvatorehadplanBsaidalot.Washe

goingtokillherfamilyifshedidn'tsign?Cora'sPOV

.



Ihadopenedautubevideoonhowtobakeacake.I

wasjustgettingstartedwhenSalvatorewalkedin.

WellLorenzoandIwerebreakingtheeggsintoa

bowl."Gettingstartedwithoutme?"Heasked

hugginghimfrombehind."Wherehaveyoubeen?"

Sheaskedsmiling."Beenaround,Iwenttomeetup

withmylawyerregardingsomething"hesaidbiting

myear."EauwGod"Lorenzoexclaimedclosinghis

eyes.Wejustlaughed.Bakedasafamily,thekitchen

wasleftinamessduetoplayingwithfloorthereand

there.

.

"IpromiseI'llbebacksoon"hesaidkissingmy

forehead."Bringdinner"isaid.Hewasgoingtofix

somecrisisinoneofhisrestaurants."Wivescook

youknow"hesaidshakinghisheadwhilechuckling.

"WellIamnotjustanordinarywife,I'mMr

Salvatore'swife"shesaidgigglingsocutely.He

droveoff,Iwaswavingathim."Let'sgoandattack

somesnacks"isaidCarryingLorenzoupand

throwinghimup.Hewasgiggling,thetimewas4pm.

AfterthatbakingIcleanedupthekitchenwhile



PetuniabathedLoreandthentookaquickshower

too.Wewerejustchillinginthecouch,havingsome

childishconversationthatwasgoingnowherewhen

Iheardthedoorbellring."Whomightthatbe"Isaid

standingupandwalkingtowardsthedoorwhich

wasquiteadistancefromthesittingroom."You?"I

exclaimed,itwasNinastandingatthedoorwitha

basketofclothes."WhatcanIdoforyou"Iasked

swallowingthelumpinmythroat."Hi,canIcomein"

sheaskedlookingbehindme."Sure"Isaidstepping

aside."CanIuseyourlaundrymachines,theyare

usingtheonethat'sintheguesthouse"sheasked

sopolitely.Thatwasnew,"sure,I'llshowyouthe

room"Isaidwalkingtowardsthelaundryroom

whichwasdownstairs."He'slikeamagnet,you

can'thelpbutbepulledtohim"shesaid."Excuse

me?"Iaskedlost."Salvatore,I'msureyoufellinlove

withhimThefirsttimeyoumetandyouwerein

denial.BeforeyouRealizedityouwereintodeep,

there'snowayout.Evenifyoutryyouwouldn'tbe

abletogetitoutofyourhead.Thenyou'llknowwhat

painis"shesaidputtinginherwhiteclothes."What

areyoutalkingabout"Iaskedfrowning."Youmight



thinkthatyouknowwhatpainisrightnowbutyou

actuallydon't.Thedayhewalksoutthedooryour

wholeworldwillbecrushed.Youwillseenoreason

toholdon,buttheglimpseofhopethathemight

justcomebacktoyouwillkeepyougoing.You'd

wanttodie,he'dbelonggonebythen.You'dbe

forgottenabout,havingtoseehimwilldrownyour

soul.Hefeelssoperfect,doesn'the?everythinghe

doesisimmaculate."Shesaidsmiling,thatwasthe

firsttimeIsawhersmile.Buttherewassomething

deepbehindthesmile."Whatareyoutalking

about?"Iaskedstillconfused."Ijustwantedto

apologizeforthewayItreatedyou,onedayyou'll

understandandforgiveme.Thanksforallowingme

touseyourmachine"shesaidsighing."it'sOK"I

saidwalkingaway.IwentbacktosittingwithLore."

You'vefinishedmyfavoritesnack"Isaidwhining."

It'smyfavoritesnack"hesaidlaughing."Butitwas

minefirst"Isaidfoldingmyarms."It'sminetoo"he

saidlaughing."Thisisnotfair"Isaidpretendingto

becrying."Don'tcryMommy"hesaidpattingmy

shoulder."Gotcha"Isaidticklinghim.Hewas

gigglingoutloud.Ihadthefeelingthatsomeone



wasstaringatusandwhenIturnedaroundIfound

Ninastandingfaraway.Ifaintlysmiled,shewalked

away.

.

"YouOK?"Salvatoreaskedmeashewasdrivingme

totheresidencyapartment."Yeah"Isaid."Nina

cameintothehousetoday"Isaidthoughtfully."She

insultedyoudidn'tshe"hesaidsighingheavily."No,

it'snothinglikethat...sheactuallyapologized.Well

inherkindofweirdway,it'sdisturbing.whatdidyou

dotoher"Iasked."Whatmakesyouthinkthatidid

somethingtoher,wejusttalked.Whatevershesaid

wasallher,I'msureWhatIdidhasnothingtodo

withit.Maybeshehasrealizedhermistakes"hesaid.

"Herwordskeeprunninginmymind,forthefirst

timeIsawhersmile,shewassmiling.Forthefirst

timeshetalkedtomewithoutshoutingorcursing."I

saidrememberingthesceneclearly."Shemustbe

uptosomething"hesaid."Idon'tthinkso,shelooks

so,sobroken.Idon'tknow,Iactuallyfeelsorryfor

her."Isaidsighingsoftly."She'snottobetrusted"

hesaidshortly."BythewayIgothertosignthe



papersthatstatesthatI'mthesoleguardianof

Lorenzo.She'sgoingtoonlyseehimunder

supervision"hesaid."Ohh,don'tyouthinkthatyou

tookitalittlebittoofar?"Iasked."Iwasnotgoing

tosendmysontotheLionsden,she'sdamaged.All

Iwantisformysontoberaisedinagood

environment.Doesthatmakemeabadperson?"he

askedsighing."No...Justknowthatweallhavegot

thatcrackedpartofus.We'realldamaged"Isaid."

Wellherentirebeingis"hesaid.

.

"I'msorryaboutwhatmyhusbandsaidyesterday"I

apologizedtoDrFrancisaswepumpedintoeach

otherinthehospitalcorridor."Goodmorningtoyou

tooCora"hesaidsmiling."Ohh,goodmorningDr

Francis"Isaidchucklingweirdly."Forthe500thtime,

pleasedocallmeDonato"hesaid,thatwashis

name."Ilikekeepitprofessional"Isaidfakinga

smile."OKfine...forhowlonghaveyouguysbeen

married."Heasked."Notsolong,Thisisthethird

weekofourmarriageactually"Isaidcasually."Ohh

isit?,Wellcongratulations.Andwhywasn'tIinvited"



heasked.Ijustfrowned."Thatwasmeanttobea

jokebutIunderstand,myjokesarelame"hesaid."

Ohh,sorry.NexttimeI'lllaugh"Isaidchuckling."

Goodthatthere'sgoingtobeanexttime"hesaid."

HaveagooddayDrFrancis"Isaidwalkingaway,

ignoringthat.Icheckedonmypatients,didmy

reportsandwasdonefortheday.Idrovetothe

apartmentbuilding,tookaquickshowerthen

studiedIwasgoingtobewritingonthefollowing

Monday,itwasjustgoingtobeonelong

examination.Regardingtheresidency,onestepway

tomypostgraduatedegree.

.

"Happybirthdaytoyou,happybirthdaytoyou,

happybirthdaytodearLorenzohappybirthdayto

you.Howoldareyounow,howoldareyounow,how

oldareyounow... Alltheclosefamilyandfriends

werearound.Exceptforthegrandparents,grandma

hadflue."Makeawish"Isaidafterheblewoffthe

candles.Heclosedhiseyesanddid,"canwehave

thecakenowaunt"Rajesh'schubbydaughterasked"

mish!"Divyaexclaimed.Wejustlaughed,theycame



withalotofgifts,hisroomwasoverloaded.Nina

wastheretoo,"what'sshedoinghere?"Iwhispered

intoSalvatore'searasIsawNomusa,Salvatore's

motherenteringthehouse."Iinvitedher,I'lltryto

getcivilizedwithher,gettoknowher.Maybe

somedaywe'llgetalongandImightforgiveher.I'll

trytogiveyouthegiftyou'veaskedfor"hesaid

lookingather."Thankyou"Isaidlookingathim.He

noddedhandsinhispockets."Lorenzo,lookwho's

here.Yourgrandmother"Isaidpointingather."

Nomusa"fatherin-lawsaidinagreetingmanner."

Ettore"shesaid.''momyou'rehere?"Esihlesaid

walkingtowardsher."Yourbrotherinvitedme"she

said.Hisbirthdaypartywasnothinggrand,Iwanted

tokeepitthatway.Personal,withalotofgood

memoriestocherish.Picturesweretaken,Imust

admitIgotalittlebitjealouswhenNinaloreand

Salvatoretookonetogether.Whowouldn't?.Wehad

foodandcake,gotseparatedlateintheevening.I

wasleftwithalotofcleaning,Esihlestayedbackto

helpme.Thatwasarelief.

.



"Goodnight"Isaidthrowingmyselfonthebed.He

wasdoingsomethingInhislaptop."GoodnightIl

miocuerobatte"hesaidkissingmyhead.On

SundayIwenttochurch,apparentlytheymissedme

andtheyheardaboutmywedding.Nosurprisethere,

afterallitwasourpriestwhoperformedthe

ceremony.Icamehomearound1pm,foundLoreon

heraunt'slaps."Higuys"Isaidtakingoffmyheels

andjoiningthemonthecouch.Ileanedbackand

tookadeepbreath"mommy,you'rebackLorenzo

saidmovingfromEsihle'sthighstomine."You

coulduseamassage"shesaidchuckling."Yoh!,I've

neverbeensotired...Ithoughtyouwenttowork?''I

saidlookingather."Awisemanoncesaidthat'

Thereareprivilegesinworkingatyourbrother's

restaurant'.Iaskedforapassout"shesaid."Taking

advantage,Isee.Gogirlfriend"Isaidchuckling

unbelievingly."Don'tblameme,aftercleaningup

yourmessyhouseIwasboundtogettired."

Mhh...bythewaywhere'syourbrother?"Iasked."

Youmeanyourhusband?"Sheasked."Ahha,that

guy.Where'she?"Iasked."Hewentout,didn'tsay

wheresodon'taskme"shesaid."Ohhletmecall



him"Isaidopeningmybagandtakingmyphone.It

rangbutwasunanswereduntilitleadtovoicemail.I

calledthreetimesbutstillnoanswer."I'llgoand

change"IsaidputtingLoreonthecouch.Hestarted

crying,kids!."I'llberightbackOK?.Staywithaunt

andwatchcartoons"Isaidkissinghisforehead."

Cora,whathaveyoudone.I'vebeenwatching

cartoonsalldaylongandwhenIfinallygeta

break...you"shesaidwhining."Sorry"Isaid

shruggingmyshoulders."Auntie,Mashaandthe

Bear"IheardLoresay,Icouldnothelpbutlaugh.I

changedintomylongwhitedressandsleepers."Let

mestartcookingandthenbrowsethroughmy

books"Isaidcomingdownstairs,"I'llhelpyouor

ratherletmeCook"shesaidwalkingtowardsthe

kitchenwithme."It'sfine,I'llcook.Youtookaday

offjusttorelax,goandsitdown"Isaid."NoIinsist,

Icanbareanhourofcookingotherthanwatching

therepeatofMashaandtheBear.IthinkIgetting

sick"shesaidsighingheavily."Come,they'renot

thatbad.I'vewatchedcartoonsacoupleoftimes

now.They'rehilarious"Isaidgiggling."You'rehis

motherthat'swhyyoutolerateeveryinsanething.I



don'tunderstandhowyoubarethis"shesaidhuffing.

"Comeonit'snice,andwhenareyouandTiaxiang

settlingdown?"Iasked."Thedayhe'dstopdoing

fuckedupthings,Idon'tthinkIwanttocontinue

seeinghim.He'scrazy,whochangestheirlookslike

that?"Sheaskedconfusingme."Doeswhat?"I

askedfrowning."Forgetitanywayswhatarewe

preparing.Iwasthinkingstiffpap,roastedchicken...

.

"Isawyourmissedcall,sorryIcouldn'tcallyouback

ASAP"thatwasthefirstthinghesaidassoonashe

walkedintothelibrary.Itwasaround5pmandIwas

studying."You'reback''Isaidstandingup."Iwas

startingtogetworried"Iaddedwalkingtowardshim

andhugginghim."YeahI'mback"hesaid."Where

haveyoubeen"Iaskedlookingathim."Ihadto

receivesomemerchandiseandmakesureitgets

distributedaccordingly"hesaid."Youmean

cocaine"Isaidwalkingaway.Hedidn'tanswerthat."

Weate,yourfoodisinthemicrowave"Isaidsighing

softlyandsittingdown."I'lleatlater,letmetakeyou

toyourapartmentfirst"hesaid."I'lldrivemyself"I



said."Don'tbelikethatCora"hesaidputtinghis

handsonmyshoulders."Beinglikewhat?"Iasked

takingadeepbreath."YouknowwhatImean,Ican't

justwakeupanddecidetoquit.Itdoesn'tworklike

that.Therearealotofdruglordsandgangsters

involved...letmedriveyouthere"hesaid."OK"Isaid

puttingmyhandonhis."Haveyoudinnerfirst,you

mustbestarving"Isaid."IloveyouOKAY?''hesaid

kissingmycheek."Iloveyoutoo"Isaidfaintly

smiling.

.

OnMondayIdrovetotheuniversitywherethe

examinationwasgoingtobewritten.4hoursof

writtingplayedwithnoman.IwashelltiredwhenI

finished,IwaswalkinginthecanteenwhenInoticed

thatalotofeyeswereonme.Iwassopuzzled,

othersstartlaughing.Ineededtogetoutofthere.I

waswalkingtowardsmycar."SiesIhate

prostitutes"IheardguyssayasIpassedby."Hey

Que,missstaristhisway"anothersaidfollowingme.

OtherswerewatchingGodknewwhatintheir

phones.AndthenIwasattackedbyagroupof



journalists."MissMaphumuloisittruethatyou'rea

prostitute?,Whatdoyouhavetosayaboutthe

leakedvideosofyouontheinternet,Howlonghave

youbeendoingthisdirtyjob?"Theykeptonasking

andasking,Iwaspushingthroughthecrowd.Icould

feeltearsbuildingup,Ifeltsoweak.Icouldn'teven

seewhereIwasgoing.AndthenIheardwhat

soundedlikeagunshot,thecrowdseparated.Some

layeddown,someran.Iwasjuststandingthere

dumbfoundedandcrying."Let'sgo"Iheardaguy

say.Itwaslikeiwasgluedtotheground,"let'sgo

Cora"hesaidpullingmyhand,draggingmetowards

theSUV.Hehadalotofbodyguardswithhim."Let's

go"Iheardhimsayfaintlywhenhemanagedtoget

meintothecar.Thebodyguardswereholdingthe

crowdback.Therewasalotofcommotion.

.
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Somehowthedrivermanagedtodriveoff,"areyou

OKma'am"theguyasked.Icouldhearhimbutit

waslikehewassofaraway.Tearswereblurringmy

vision,Ididn'tevenrealizethatthecarhadparked

Infrontofthehouse."Cora"IheardSalvatore'svoice

asheopenedthedoor.Ilookedathim,hiseyeswere

red.Likehehadbeencryingorsomething.He

lookedfurioustoo,"Come"hesaidtakingmyhand

butIwasstillstuckinthesameposition.Hecarried

meintohisarmsandwalkedinsidethehouse.Put

medownonthecouch,Inoticedlateronthatthe

housewasamess.Allthevasesaroundmewere

broken,includingthetelevisionwhichwassomehow

down."Ilmiocuerobatte"hesaidembracingme."

Wherewereyou?"That'sthefirstquestionIasked,I

stillrememberitclearlylikeyesterday."I'msorry...I

shouldhavebeentheretoprotectyou"hesaid."

Whenwillyourealizethatyoucannotprotectme

againstthewholeworld,everyoneknows?"Isaid

smiling."Iwilltry,Iwilldoanythingtofixthis"he

said."Iwanttoseeeverything"Isaidwipingaway

mytears."No,youdon'tneedtoseeanything"he

said."Salvatoreplease"that'sallIsaid.Henodded



thenwentintohisroomthencamebackwitha

laptop.Heopeneditongoggle,secludedfromthe

Don'ssite.IthoughtI'dfinditthere.Somehowitwas

inlinewiththeoneNinapostedyearsago,theone

withmeandSalvatoredancingintheclub.There

weremorevideos,withdifferentguys.TheonesIdid

toattractclientswhenIwasstillworkingfortheDon.

Ibrowsedthroughothersocialnetworkstoo.

Salvatore'swifeaprostitute,somenewspaperssaid

onthecoverpage.Fromprostitutetohomewrecker

andtobeingmarriedtothemosthonoredbusiness

man.Isitluckorwitchcraft?Somesaid.Shemust

bebannedfromtheuniversity,wecannotgoto

sameclasswithaprostitute.Somestudents

commented.Alotofcommentsmademelaughin

disbelief,mostofthepeoplewhoHadnastythings

tosayaboutmewerewoman,somepervertedmen

daredtoaskifIstillsold."Ithoughtyoutookcareof

this,thevideosandphotosgotdeleteddidn'tthey.

Howisthisevenpossible,youpromisedme

Salvatore"Isaidtearsstreamingdownmyface."

Theyweredeletedbutitseemslikehehadabackup

plan"hesaidwalkingupanddown."Lookatyour



fullproofplan,I'mruined.Mywholelifeisinvain

now.WhatdoIdo?,I'vegotnothingtolivefor.I

shouldn'thavetrustedyou,ifIcontinuedworkingfor

him.Myreputationwouldstillbesafe."Isaidwiping

awaymytears.Iwasn'tabouttocry,I'vecried

enoughtolastforalifetime.Haveyoueverhadthat

dreamwhereyoukeeponrunningbutit'slikeyour

feetarediggingintomudandwhateveritisthat's

chasingyoukeepsoncomingbutactuallynever

does.That'showmylifehasalwaysbeen,myheart

keptonracing,Iwasdrainedfromalltheruiningbut

fearkeptmegoing.Itprobablydoesn'tmakesense"

Bossthere'saphonecallforyou"oneofthemanin

blacksuitcameinruining."Whoisit?"Heask."King

Kong,howdoyoulikemylateweddinggift?"Iheard

thecallersay,itwashim.TheDon,thephonewason

loudspeaker."Don,youdidthisdidn'tyou?"Hesaid

throughgrittedteeth."Isn'titobvious?...whereare

mymanners?.Congratulations,whenareyoutaking

offforthehoneymoon?"Heaskedsosarcastically.

Hisvoiceonlyjustmanagedtoscarthecrapoutof

me."Iwillfindyouandkillyouwithmyownbare

hands"hethreatenedbutTheDonjustlaughed."



Actuallyit'smyturnnow,you'vehadyourchancebut

ruinedit.I'vegottheAcecard,itwon'tbelongbefore

Isay'checkmate'.''hesaid."Whycan'tyoujust

leaveusalone"hesnapped."Itdoesn'tworklikethat

mate,youdisrespectedmethedayyoutookwhat's

mine.I'vebeenwatchingyoutheentiretime,falling

inlovemakesyouseemsopatheticandweak.Ncnc

nc,youshouldseeyourself.I'vegotyourentirelife

forthepastfouryears.Imustadmitthoughyou

choseverywell.OneofmybestAngels"hesaid,

keptongoingandgoing."Whatdoyouwant,I'lljust

payyouwhatever.Leavemywifeoutofthis"hesaid.

"Nowyou'retalkingbutunfortunatelyIamnotthere.

Thisisaboutrespect,There'sonethingyoucando

formethough.Bringcode05home,thenyoucan

liveyourlifeinpeace.I'msureamanofyourstatue

willbeabletoscorehimselfanothergoodlooking

womanorbetteryetadecentone.Imeanwhatdo

youseeinawomanwhohassleptwithathousand

ofmen—..."Shutup,justshutup...youdon'tgetto

talkaboutmywifelikethat"hescreamed."Calm

down,whatyousawwasjustateaser.Remember

onethingthough,ifIcan'thaveherthenyoucan't



eith—"andthethephonehitthewall,followedbya

loudscream."He'scomingforme,isn'the?"Iasked,

feelingsoscared.Helookedatmewithoutsayinga

word."Iamgoingtoshower"Isaidstandingup.The

runningshowerwaterdidagoodjobinwashing

downmytears,athousandofthoughtsand

possibilitieskeptrunninginmyhead.Iknewforsure

thatifthatmanfoundme,therewasnowayIwas

goingtomakeit.I'veheardnastystoriesofwhathe

doestogirlswhotrytoescape.Ifnotauctionedand

soldofftothehighestbidderthenIwassurelygoing

tobehisman'sdailysexslavetilltheygetfedup

andkillme.Igotoutoftheshower,Iwaslookingat

myselfinthemirrorwhenI

Feltawaveofhatredandangerrushtowardsmy

brain,Ifeltlikescreamingoutloud.Somethingsaid

scream."Aaahhhh!"Ifoundmyselfscreamingand

hittingthemirror.Ikeptongoingandgoing,until

someoneheldmeback."Whatareyoudoing,stopit.

Stop"IhadJoaquinsay.Iwasfightinghim,wanting

himtoletmego.Ikeptonscreamingandkicking

untilIfelttired.Islippeddownandthat'swhenI



realizedthatmyhandswerebleedingwithhugecuts

andsomemirrorglasses."Ilmiocuerobatte"he

saidholdingmedown.Somehowthepaininmy

handsdeemedtheoneIwasfeelingemotionallyand

mentallyandspiritually."Whathaveyoudone"he

askedcrying."Lookwhatyou'vedonetoyourself"he

said.Ijustbrokedowninhisembrace."Ican't...I

can'ttakethisanymore.Ican'tSalvatore,Ishould

justdie.MaybethenI'llbeatpeace.it'stoomuch"I

saidinmyhorseydryvoice."Don'teventhinkabout

it,don'teventhinkaboutit.Youcan'tleavemealone

inthisworld"hesaidholdingmyheadtightagainst

hischest.Wewerebothcrying."Come,you're

wounded"hesaidpullingmeup,Iwasnaked."I'll

callthedoctor"hesaidpullinghisphoneoutofhis

pocket."Let'sgoandgetdressedbeforehegets

here"hesaidafterthecall.Walkedmetothecloset,

bloodtrailseverywhere.Hehelpedmeintoagown

andundergarments.Whichcaughtsomeblood,

"comeandliedown"hesaidhelpingmegetonbed."

Thesheets"Iwhisperedsoftly."Wecangetanother

Thousandsofwhitesheets.You'reirreplaceable,

relax.Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink."Heasked.



Ishookmyheadno.Ijustneededtobealone,so

alonebutIdidn'tsaythat.Hewasworriedandhurt

enough,Ididn'twanttohurthimanyfurther.The

doctorcame,tookouttheglasses,cleanedmy

bleedingscarsandbandagedmyhands.Gaveme

painkillersandantibiotics,Itookthepillswhich

drovemetosleepinstantly.Salvatorewasstanding

bythedoortheentiretime,hisimagebecameblurry.

.
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"Isuggestthatyoutakehertoseeatherapist,she

coulddosomethingworsethanthat"DrDavissaid

asIwasescortinghimtohiscar."Areyousaying

thatmywifeissuicidal"Iaskedarmsfoldedaround

mychest."IthinksobutImightbewrong.Afterall

I'mnotaphycologistorsomething.Andtakeherto

thehospitaltomorrowforcheckup,justtomake

surethatthescarsarehealingfine."Hesaid."I'm

goingtoaskyoutocomeandcheckonher,for

safetyreasons"Isaid."Okay,Yourcall"hesaid



gettingintohiscar.JustthenIsawourfriends

drivingin.Includingmyfather."Idon'tthinkyou

guysshouldbehere"isaidwalkingbackinsideas

soonastheygotoutoftheircars."CanIseemy

friend?"Amandaaskedfirst."I'vebeentryingtocall

youbutyou'venotbeenpickingup?"Dadsaid."Why

wasn'tItoldaboutCora'sbackground?"Mbutho

asked."Ifyou'realldonewithyourenquiriesplease

leavemycompound"Isaidscanningthemall."

How'sCora?"Divyaasked."She'ssleeping,youguys

justleave.She'sinnostatetoseeyou"Isaidsighing.

"Kong,forgiveme.IthoughtIgotitallcovered"

Kevinsaidlookingdown."Whatareyoutalking

about"Tiaxiangasked."Heaskedmetodeleteall

videosandpicturesofCora,Ihackedintotheir

systemanddidthat.Ijustdon'tknowhowit

surfaced."Hesaidthinkingaboutitsohard,Icould

seeitfromthewayhisveinswerevisible."Andyou

knewaboutCora?"Hiswifeasked."Ialsodidbut

whocares,whatmattershereisthatCoraneedsour

supportasafamily.Stoparguingonsomethingyou

can'tchange"Papasaid."Son,canIseemy

daughterin-law"hesaidalreadywalkingin."Papa!...I



guessyoucouldallgetinside"Isaidsighingheavily.

Theyalldid,Ifollowedbehind.Theyinvited

themselvesintoourroom."Couldyoupleaselower

yourvoices"Isaidwalkingin.Icoveredherwitha

blanket."Whathappenedtomyfriend,what

happenedtoherhands.How...''Amandaasked

crying.Shewaskneelingdownonthebedside."She

injuredherself,itdoesn'tmatternow.Ijustwantto

getTheDon'shead"Isaidsittingdownonthecorner

ofthebed."Wearegoingtohelpyougetthat"Raj

said."No,Idon'twantyoutoendangeryourfamilies.

I'lldothisonmyown"Isaid."We'reallafamily,

thesearethetimeswhenroyaltyisquestioned."

Mbuthosaid."Yourgrandparentsareontheirway

here"father."No!,Tellthemtoretreat.It'snotsafe

forthemtobehere.Youofallpeopleshouldknow

this."Isaidstandingup."Itriedbutyouknowhow

yourgrandmothercanget...they'llbestayingwith

me,don'tworry"hesaid.Ireallydidn'tneedanymore

lifetoprotectagainstdeath."I'vefailedher,Ishould

havebeenherprotector.Ivowedtoprotectherand

nowlookather...Iwasn'teventherewhenthe

paparazziattackedher."Isaidlookingather."Kong



youdon'thavetobeatyourselfupaboutit,what's

doneisdoneallyoucandonowisplanyournext

movecarefully"Michaelsaidpattingmyshoulder."I

needastrongdrink"Isaidexitingtheroomand

walkingtomyliquorroomdownstairs.Ipickedupa

bottleofwhiskey,itwasgoingtodothetrickifnotI

wasgoingtogocrazyanyminute."Iwassittingon

thehighchairInfrontofthecounterwhentheboys

joinedme."Allfiveofusarefriends,aren'twe?"

Mbuthoasked."Yeah"Isaidcasually,gulpingdown

mywhiskey."Sohowcomewedonotknow,know

aboutCora'spast?.Howcomeonlyheknows?"He

askedpointingatKevin...Ikeptquietforawhile."

Wouldyouhavetoldmeifitwasyourwife,let's

switchroleshere.Sayyouwereinmyposition,

wouldyouhavewentandtoldthewholeworldthat

thewomanyou'reinloveusedtobeaprostituteor

rathersheis.No,right?.Sopleasedon'tevergo

there,Iamnotproudofmywife'spastbutyouknow

whatIloveherstill"Isaidfeelingsomad,pouring

myselfanotherglassofwhiskey."heknows

becausehehadtohackintothesystemotherthan

thatIwouldhavekepteverythingtomyselfuntil...I



wouldhavekeptthissecrettomygrave"Isaid

gulpingdownanotherglass."Ithinkweshould

focusmoreonthefuturethenthepast.What'sthe

nextmovefromhere?''Michaelasked."Weneedto

comeupwithagoodstrategicplantobringdown

thewestgang"Tiaxiangsaidhavingabottleofwater.

"Idon'tknow,Ihavenoideahowtotacklethis

matter."Isaidsoconfused."isn'tobvious,Donmust

die.It'sabouttimehedied,youshouldn'thave

sparedhimthatdayyoukilledhisfather.Ifeelthat

thematterismorethanhimwantingCora,he's

avenginghisfather.Howdidyouevengetcaughtup

inthisissue,didyoureallyhavetofallforoneofhis

girls"Rajeshsnappedhittingthetable."Don't!,Don't

callmywife'oneofhisgirls',Ithinkyouallshould

justleave.Ineedtofocusmoreonmywife"Isaid

angrily."KingKongwe'reonly—..."Mbuthoplease,

I'llcallyouwhenIneedyourhelp,rightnowIneedto

bealonewithmywife.Sheneedsme"Isaid

standingup."WeWillbebacktomorrowmorning"

Michaelsaidastheywereexitingtheroom.Thatday

Ihatedthebrocode,weneverleaveeachother.

Evenifyouscreamedandkicked,pointedoutagun.



We'dstillkeeponcominguntilthingsgetsorted.

Therewasnoroomforspaceorwhatever.30

minuteslaterIwassittingonthebedwithher,they

wereallgonealongwiththeirwives.Fatherwas

somewhereintheroom.Itwasalmost5pm.Cora

wasjuststaringintospace."Youmustbehungry,

I'mgoingtomakeyousomethingquicktoeat"Isaid

standingup."I'mnothungry"shewhisperedwithout

lookingatme."Corayoumusteatsomething,I'm

goingtogetyoufruits"Isaidwalkingtowardsthe

door."Youknow...thisisallmyfather'sfault"Iheard

hersay."Don'tsaythat"Isaidcomingbacktosit

downbyherside."NoactuallyIamwrong,father

wasright.Momshouldhaveabortedme,Iwasa

cursefromthebeginning...Imeanwhatkindofan

infantkillsherownmother.Imusthavebeensent

fromhell,maybeGodispunishingme.Thisisall

mother'sfault,fatherusedtosaythatthedoctors

keptonwarningher,warningandwarningherbut

shewouldn'tlisten.Shejustwouldn't,whydidn'tshe

justlisten.Justonce,heusedtosaythatItookafter

her.Shewasstubbornandusedtosmileevenwhen

thingswentwest.shediedsmiling,Itooshouldbe



smilingWhycan'tIjustsmileandlaugh,letitallgo.

Pretendasifitdoesn'thurtlikeI'vemanagedtodo

forthepast9years.Whycan'tIsmileanymore,why,

why"sheasked,tearscascadingdownherface.

Veinspoppingoutonofforehead."Don'tdothisto

yourself,stopit.Youdon'thavetosmile,cryallYou

want.Cryyourlungsoutifyoufeellikeit.Cryandlet

itallout,I'mhere.I'lltakecareofyou,I'llfix

everything"Isaidassuringher."Whenwillyouwake

upandrealisethatthiscannotbefix,evenyoucan't

fixthis.Howwillyoustoppeoplefromtalkingand

laughingandinsultingme.It'sjustthetwoofus

againsttheworld.Youcan'tfightthewholeworld"

shesaidchucklingweirdly."Ican'tbutI'lltry,that's

thebestIcoulddo.I'lldietrying"Isaidstandingup."

Excuseme"Isaidwalkingout.Ineededtotakea

drive,thinkabit.Comeupwithsomesortofa

solution."Salvatore..."Shecalledoutmyname."

Yes"Isaidturningaround."it'sOKtoloseorletgo

sometimes.Somethingsarejustbiggerthanus.

TheymightsaythatGodcannevergiveusaburden

biggerthanourcapabilitiesbutIfeelthathedoes

sometimes,totestourfaithinhim.My.Faithjust



died,it'sOKtoletgowhenthere'snosolution,move

ontothenextpuzzle.Whoknowsitmightbeeasier

thanthefirstone"shesaidsmilingwhiletearskept

onstreamingdownherface.Eyesswollen,"

whateveryouaresaying,I'mnotgettingit.I'llbe

backshortly"Isaidafterlisteningtoher."Goodbye"

Iheardhersayfaintly.Iwalkeddownthestairstook

mykeystomyFerrariF12,Ijustneededtoplay

somemusicloudly.Openthewindowsandfeelthe

turboexhaustpipescreamingoutloud.Ididjustthat,

herwordsplayedbackinmyhead.'shediedsmiling,

Itooshouldbesmiling.'..'it'sOKtoloseorletgo

sometimes'...'moveon'...'goodbye''...'areyousaying

thatmywifeissuicidal'...'Ithinkso...'.puttingthose

wordsinthesamePuzzlescaredshitoutofme.She

wouldn't,wouldshe?.Corawouldn'tleavemealone.

Idrovebackintothehouseinfullspeed.Myheart

pumpingoutfast.Thoughtrunningfastinmyhead,

shewouldn'tbethatselfish.She'sanythingbut

selfish.Ididn'twaitforthewholegatetoopenup,I

droveinlikeamadman.I'msuremycargot

scratchedsomewhere.IparkedInfrontofthehouse

andwalkedinafterenteringthedarncode."Cora!"I



calledoutrunningupstairstoourroomwhereI

foundmyworstnightmare.Shewashangingonto

fan."Cora?,Whathaveyoudone"Iscreamed.

Pullingthenearbycouchandtryingtoliftherup."

Help,help!"Icalledout.Herbodywascold.She

wasn'tmoving."HowcouldyoudothistomeCora.I

heldherupwithmyonearmandtookoutthephone

withanother.Calledthebodyguardsoutside."

Pleasedon'tdothisCora,don'tleaveme"I

screamedcryingoutloud.Shewasheavytoo,"don't

youdaredieonme"Ishouted.Bodyguardswalkedin

afewsecondslater.Theyhelpedmeuntieher,thenI

rushedwithhertomycar.Ididn'tevencheckifher

pulsewasstillthereornot.WhatifIwascarryinga

corpse.Iwasdrivinglikeamaniac,hitafewrobots.I

wasexpectingalotoftickets.Icarriedheroutofthe

carandrushedwithherinsidethehospital.Itusually

takesanhourformetogettothehospitalfrommy

housebutthatdayittookhalfthetime."Help"I

calledoutandthenursesrushedtouswithstretcher

bed.."Whathappened?"Thedoctorasked."She,

shetriedtokillherself.Ifoundherhanging"Isaid."

I'mgoingtoneedyoutostayhere"hesaidasthey



walkedinsomeward.Istoodoutside,theyclosed

theblindfoldsandIwasleftclueless.Ididn'teven

gettoknowifshewasaliveordead.Ikeptpacingup

anddown.

.
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I'vebeensittinginthewaitingroomfortwohours,I

can'trememberthenumberoftimesIhadtocalla

doctorbecauseofher,orwhenIhadtowaitinthe

waitingroomorinadoctor'soffice.Ourlove

somehowseemedtobecursed,eversincewe've

beentogether.Theamountofpainwe've

Experiencedincreasedrapidly.Yeswe'vebeen

happy,wehadalotofhappymomentstogetherbut

whenthethunderofpainstrokeitmadesureto

leavescarsandpermanentmarks.Finallythedoctor

camein,Istoodup."She'salive,shewassavedjust



intime"thedoctorsaidbeforeIcouldevenask."

CanIgoinandseeher?"Iasked."Sure,shecould

wakeupatanytimefromnowon"hesaidlookingat

hertime.Thenursescameoutoftheroom,Iwalked

inandsetonthechair.Herneckwassupported,

that'swhatInoticedfirst.Ididn'tevenknowwhatto

saytoher.Whethertogetangryandlashoutonher

orjustkeepmycoolandwaitforhertoexplain

herself.IwasatthatpointwhereIwasfeeling

absolutelynothing,Iwasnumb.Peoplehavethe

tendencyofthinkingthatiftheycommitsuicide,the

onesleftbehindwouldbeinpeace.Freefromtheir

burden,shedidn'tevenaskmeifIwantedtocarry

thatburdenwithherornot.Shethoughtthatjust

becauseIwasthesecondpersoninthismatter,I

didn'tfeelasmuchpainasshewas.Iwasignoring

phonecallsfromeverybody,hisparentshadbeen

callingforthepastfewhoursandIwasn'tpickingup.

Andthenthejournalists,idon'tevenknowwhere

theygotmynumber.Iwassotired,Ididn'twantto

facetheoutsideworld.Idon'tknowwhenIfell

asleepbutIwaswokenupbyhersaying."You

shouldn'thavesavedme,youshouldhaveletme



die"shesaid,wakingmeup.Istoodup,"you're

awake"Isaidbrushingherhair."Youshouldhave

justletmedie"shesaidvbtryingtomovebut

seemedinpain.Shestayedstill,"howcouldyoudo

thistome?"Iaskedlookingdownatherbutshewas

avoidingmyeyes."Howcouldyoueverthinkof

leavingme,forgetaboutme.WhataboutLorenzo?,

whataboutyourfamily?,yourfriends?"Iaskedso

angrily."Ineverknewthatyoucouldbesoselfish"I

saidlookingattheceiling."Ijustwantedtobefree"

shesaid,Ilookeddownatherandshewascrying."I

wanttobefreeofallthissuffering,apartofmealso

didthisforyou.IfIdiedyouwouldn'thavetofight

theDon,you'dbefreeofallmyburden.Maybeyou,

NinaandLorenzowouldbefamily"shesaid."You're

myfamily,Idon'twantanybodyelsebutyou.AndI

knowthatLorefeelsthesamewaytoo.Don'tyou

lovemeanymore?"Iasked."OfcourseIloveyou,

morethananythingoranyoneelse"shesaid."Then

whywouldyouwanttoleavemejustlikethat?,You

promisedme.Didn'tyou?,Wepromisedeachother

thatnomatterwhatwe'renevergoingtoletgo.So

whywouldyoujustgiveupsoeasily.You'restronger



thanthis,whywouldyoubreakyourpromise?"I

asked."I'msorry,I'msorryOKbuthowdoIfacethe

world.Iamscared,myimagehasbeentarnished.

Wheretogofromhere?,I'llprobablylosemy

scholarshipandgetbannedfromtheuniversity.My

dreamswillcrumbledown."Itoldyou,I'mhere.I'll

fixthis...I'vebeenthinkingandIcameupwithan

idea.Youdon'thavetofacetheworldalone,I'm

here"Isaidsmilingather."Don'ttellmeyou're

abouttostartawarwiththeDon,Idon'twantthat.

Youmightloseyourlifeorgetarrested.Let'sjust

stayawayfromhim,please.I—..."Willyouletme

finishfirst"Iasked."Ifyoudonotwantmetogoto

warthenI'mnotgoingto...iwasthinkingthatmaybe

wecouldgoonnationaltelevisionshowandaddress

this"Isaid,hereyesdartedbetweenmine."No,no...

Ican't,Ijustwanttostayinmyroom.Idon'twantto

seepeople,Idon'twantto.Whatwilltheythinkof

me?.I'mnot—..."Relax,calmdown"shewasagitated

allofasudden."It'sOK,relax.Takeyourtime.Think

aboutit"Isaidtryingtocalmherdown."Iwon'tbe

ableto,Iwon't"shesaid."It'sOK,justfocusonyour

recovery.Let'sfocusonthis,fornow"Isaidkissing



herforehead.2hourslateranursecameby."

Visitinghoursareover,youmustletthepatientrest

now"shesaid.Itwasalmost22:00pm,Iwondered

whatvisitinghoursshewastalkingabout."I'llsee

youtomorrowmorning''Isaidkissingherforehead.

Shesmiledbutdidn'tsayathing.TheCoraIknow

wouldn'thaveletmegosoeasily.Shewouldhave

askedmetostayalittlebitmore."Makesureshe

doesn'ttryanythingstupidagain"IsaidtoSimian

andDumisani,herbodyguards.Whowerestanding

outside."Yessir"theysaid."MrSalvatore?"That

wasdoctorDaviscallingmeasIwaswalkinginthe

hallway.Iturnedback,"Iheardaboutyourwife,

therewillbeaprivatetherapistprovidedforher.It's

thehospital'srulesandregulations.Tomakesure

shedoesn'tcommitsuicideagain"hesaid"she's

notreadyforthatkindoftalk,wehaveourown

secludedtherapistfromthemedicalaid,I'lltakeher

thereonceshe'sready"Isaid."Imsorrybutit'san

unshakablepolicy,shehastogetthetherapy

sessionsfromhere.Ifwedonotdoanything,she

mighttrytodoitagain.She'sathreattoherself,

somethinghastobedoneASAP"heinsisted."Ifyou



somuchinsistthenIrequestthatthesessionstake

placeathome.Besidesdesbeingathreattoherself,

Therearesomepeopleouttheregunningforher

life."Isaidsighing."Thatcanbearranged"hesaid."

Anddomeonemorefavour,tellheryourself"Isaid

beforeleaving.Idrovehome,whereIfoundmy

familysittinginthemessedupsittingroom."

Grandma,grandpa?"Iexclaimedunbelievingly

walkingtowardsthem."Youreallycame?"Iasked."

Wehadto,howisshe?"Grandpaaskedhuggingme.

"Thebodyguardstellmeshetriedtocommitsuicide,

I'msorry.IwashomebutIcouldn'tlookafterher"

Papasaid.Standingup."She'sfinenow,itisn'tyour

fault,youwouldn'thaveknown.ThankGodIfound

herjustintime,ifanythingshouldhavehappenedto

herIwouldn'thavebeenabletoforgivemyself"I

saidsittingdown."Ihavetosay,I'mvery

disappointedinyouAlonzo...youknewabouther

beingaprostitutebutstillwentaheadandmarried

her.Iknowthatshe'sagreatwomanbutstillthe

factremains"grandmasaid."Canwenothavethis

conversationrightnow?"Isaidsighing,shehad

everyrighttobemadeordisappointedinme.After



allnoparentwantsaformerprostitutefora

daughterin-law."We'rediscussingthis,rightnow"

shesnapped,Ihaven'theardhersnapinyears."Why

didn'tyoutellusthisearlier"sheasked."Tellyou?,

Thenwhat?.Iknewyouwouldn'thaveacceptedher,

youwouldn'thavegivenherachance.Shehasbeen

throughalotinlife,giveherabreak.Youhaveno

ideaofwhatshehasbeenthrough,sopleasedon't

standthereandactlikeasaintShelovesmeforwho

Iam.I'vekilledalotofpeoplebutshelookedbeyond

that.Ifshe'sthebadguyherethenthatmakesmea

monster"Isaidbeforestandingup."Alonzocome

backhere,that'snowaytotalktoyourgrandmother"

IheardfathersaybutIignoredhim.Itookaquick

showerthenwenttosleep.Iwasjusttired,tiredof

everything.Withallthebeepingsoundsandcalls,I

decidedtoswitchoffmyphone.

.

Iwokeuparound6am,andhitthegym.Ineededto

rewindabit,thinkabit.Ittookmetwohours,after

thatIwentupstairsandshowered.Woremyblack

Niketracksuitsandsneakers,tookmygununderthe



pillowandputitonmylowerback.Ineeded

breakfast,IfoundgrandmainthekitchenasIwalked

in."Goodmorninggrandma"Isaid,shenodded.She

waspreparingbreakfast,"grandmaI'msorryfor

whatIsaidyesterday,you'reolderthanmeandI

shouldhavespokenwithmorerespect.It'sjustthat

I'vebeenstressedoutalotlately.IloveCora,Ijust

loseItwhensomethingbadissaidabouther.I'm

sorry"Isaid."Itaughtyoubettermannersthan

thoseAlonzo,IadmitthatItoowasoutoftheline

butthat'snowaytotalktoyourelder.Ialso

apologizefortalkingbadaboutyourwife,Coraisa

goodyoungwoman.She'sasweetheartbutafter

hearingthenews.I'llnotlie,myopinionchanged

abouther.Youcannotexpectmetojustgowiththe

floor,Ihadeveryrighttoquestionhercharacter.You

shouldseethethingstheywroteabouther,it'sbad

Alonzo.Ifeltsodisgusted.Icouldn'tevenwatchthe

video...Iknowhowmuchyouloveeachother,I'lljust

trytooverlookherpastsomehow.YouknowI've

neverbeenapersonwhojudgeothersbutthisis

huge."Shesaid."Thanks"Isaidsighingsoftly."

Ettoretellsusthatwe'regoingtobelivingwithhim?"



Sheaskedfrowning,waitingforananswer."That's

whatwedecidedon,it'sforthebest.Pleasedon't

askmewhy"Isaidtakingoutanappleandrinsingit

underthetap."canweatleastgettoseeCora?,We

canallthewayfromFrance.It'sonlyfairthatweget

toseeher"shesaid."Shemaygetdischargedtoday,

butIdon'tthinkshe'sreadytoseeanyoneright

now."Isaid."Letherdecide,we'llberightherewhen

yougetback"shesaid."OK,I'llseeyoulater"Isaid

beforeleaving.

.

Ifoundthenursefeedingherporridge,shelooked

kindaangry."HowaboutIfeedher"Isaidleaningon

thedoorframe."OhhthankGodyou'rehere,your

wifehasbeengivingmeatoughtime"thenursesaid

sighingheavily."Hey,I'mstillhereanddon'tbe

complaininglikeyoudon'tgetpaidforthisjob.Ifyou

didyourjobproperlythen,therewouldn'tbeanissue

betweenthetwoofus"shesaidangrily."Sorry

ma'am"thenursesaidsmilingbeforeleaving."

What'sgoingonhere?''Iaskedsittingdownonthe

bedside."Shewastryingtochokemewiththe



overloadedspoonofporridge.Shewantstobathe

me?,Canyoubelievethenerve"shesaidangrily

"soyouhaven'ttakenabathsinceyesterday?"I

askedfeedingher."Shewantedtotouchme,whatif

shetriedsomethingonme."Shesaid."Babe...she's

awoman,haveyounoticed?"Iaskedchucklingon

theinside."Shemightbelesbian"shesaid."Okay,

haveyouseenthedoctor?"Iaskedfeedingher."I

waswokenupbyher,Iwanttogetoutofhere"she

said,lookingsoemotionalwrecked."Let'seatfirst,

thenI'llgoandtalktoher"Isaid."They'rearranging

atherapistforme,isitthatbad?"sheaskedafter

sometime."Whatcouldbeworsethandeath"I

askedclearingmythroat."Sinceit'snotgoingtobe

yourfirsttime,thisshouldbeeasy.It'sforyourown

good"Iadded."Imissmyhands"shesaidraising

themup,divertingfromthetopicofseeinga

therapist."Youdon'tneedto,I'llhelpyou"Isaid.

.

"Ifyousaysothen,youcantakeherhomethis

evening"thedoctorsaidafterIpromisedtotake

goodcareofher,besideshadnoseriousinjuriesShe



wasgoingtobedischargedat4pmafterthelast

checkupwasdone.

.

"MygrandparentsarehereinSA"Isaid,afteralong

timeofsilence.Itwas12pm.Ihadhelpedhertakea

bath,shewasinthehospitalgown.Shedidn'tsay

anything,"I'dunderstandifyoudon'twanttosee

them.I'vealreadytoldthemthatyou'renotreadyto"

Isaid."Howaboutmyfamily?"Sheasked."They've

beencallingalot,Ihaven'tanswered.Idon'tknow

whattosaytothembutIsentthemamessage

yesterday,sayingthatyou'refine"Isaid."Idon't

wanttoseeanybodyelse,howdoIfacethem?.I

can't,Iwon'tbeableto"shesaid."I'msurethey'll

understand"Isaidkissingherforehead."I'm

starving,letmeorderpizza"Isaidtakingoutmy

phone."How'sLore?"Sheasked."IaskedEsihleto

takehimwithheronthedayoftheincident,he'sfine.

Ihavemyguyskeepinganeyeonhim.Ididn'twant

himtoseeanythingthatwouldtroublehim,he's

saferthere"hesaid."TellhertoBringhimhome.

He'snotsafethere,thesecurityistightathome"she



said,eyesdartingbetweenmine."don'tpanic,he's

fine...he'llbehomebeforeyougettherebuthoware

yougoingtolookafterhim"heasked."Hehasa

nanny,doesn'the?"Sheasked."Iaskedhertogo

backhome"Isaid."Youcanaskhertocomeback

now"shesaid."That'dbeinconvenient"Isaid."

Whatdowedothen,Iwantmysonbymyside.If

somethingshouldhappentohim,it'llallbeyour

fault"shesaidtryingtositupright."Heydon'tdo

that,relax.I'llcallPetuniaorbethenannyfortwo"I

saidlookingup."Servesyouright"shesaidsocoldly.

"You'vebeensorudelately,sohostileandangry,so

cold"Isaidsolemnly.Shejustlookedaway,no

apologiesnonothing.Thepizzagotdeliveredand

shegotdischargedearlierthanexpected,wewent

homearound3pm

Andtoherworstsurprise,wefoundeverybody.I

meaneverybodyhome."Whataretheydoinghere?"

Shewhispered."Ihavenoidea"Isaidsmilingat

themweirdly."Whatareyouguysdoinghere?"I

asked."We'reheretoseeCora"mostofthemsaid

inunision."Hi"Corasaidfaintly.Shewasholdingon



tomyarm."Come,wemadeyouguysdinnerand

cleanedthehouse"Amandasaidpullinghertowards

thediningroom.Shelookedatmebutjustshrugged

myshoulders."Sitdown"shesaidpullingoutachair

forher."Comeonguys"Priyasaidtoeveryone,we

setaroundthetable."Wherearemygrandparents

andPapa"Iaskedaftersittingdown."Weasked

themtoexcuseus.They'llbeeatingout"Michael

said."Salvatore"Corasaidshowingmeherbandage

hands."I'llhavetofeedher"Isaidstandingupand

servingher."Letmedothat,sinceIamsittingnext

toher"Amandasaid,takingtheplatefrommyme."

Sowhat'reyoudoinghere"Iasked."We'rehereto

seeCoraofcourse"Mbuthosaid."Mmhandwho

cooked?"Iasked."WemighthaveorderedIn"Raj

said,"Iknewit,youaren'tthatkindandthistastes

Justlikeoneofthemealsfrommyrestaurant"Isaid

eyebrowsraised."Wereallytriedcookingbutit

turnedouttobehorrible...atleastwetried"Priya

saidshrugging."Youshouldhavepreparedsamosa

andparathasandallthosespicyIndianmeals.I'm

sureCorawouldhavelovedit"Isaid."Areyou



makingfunofIndians?"Mbuthoaskedfirst."NoI

wasjustsayingthat—..."Wellit'snotfunny"hecut

meoff.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,infacteverybody

did.Wesharedjokesuntilitwastimeforthemto

leave.

.

"Howdoyoufeelnow"Iaskedafterputtingher

undercovers.Ihadjustbatheher,itwasharderthan

Ithoughtplusshewascomplaining."Thanks,Ijust

needtotakemypillsandsleep.Iamtired"shesaid

sighingsoftly."I'mgoingtotakeashowerfirstand

thenyoucantakeyourmedication"Isaidstanding

up."ButAlonzo—..."Nobuts,it'llonlytake

15minutes"Isaidbeforeclosingthebathroomdoor.

ItookaquickshowerthenworemyPJsafterwiping

andMoisturizingmybody."Iamgoingtodoit"she

saidasIwashelpinghertakeherpills."Dowhat?"I

asked."Theshowthing,Iwanttohavemylifeback

Joaquin"shesaid."Ithoughtyousaid,youwasnot

readyforthis."Isaidthatinaquestioningmanner."I

wasnotbutafterseeingourfriends,myperceptive

change.Theydidn'tjudgeorletaloneaskmeabout



it.Ormysuicide,it'snotjustthetwoofusagainst

theworld.Ihavemyfriendstoo,I'mnotalone."She

saidsoundingsoconfident."Youknowthatthisis

notgoingtobeaneasyjourney,right?"Iasked."

Therearestillpeopleouttherewho'lljudgeand

criticiseyou."Iadded."Iknow,Ijustneedtoheal

firstthen..."Shesaid."OK,I'mgladyou'rereadyto

claimyourlifeback.That'smygirl,theinvincible,

strong,braveone.We'llfacetheworldtogetherbut

fornowlet'sgotosleep,I'mtired"Isaidgetting

undercoversafterputtingthemedicationonthe

dressingtable."IthoughtyousaidLorenzoIs

comingbackhomeandwhereareyourgrandmother

andgrandfather?"Iasked."They'llcomeby

tomorrow,Let'sgotosleepnow"Isaidkissingher

forehead."Nomorequestioningme,sleep"Isaid

puttingmyindexfingeronherlips.Icouldsensethat

shewantedtoaskmesomething.

.

Cora'sPOV

.



"Itstings,ithurts"Iscreamedeyesclosed.Doctor

Daviswascleaningmywounds."I'malmostdone"

hesaid,I'vebeenscreamingandcryingeversincehe

started.Itfeltlikeadecadeoftorture.Helubricated

somethingandthenbandagedmyhandsonebyone.

"Therewego"hesaidstandingup."Whataboutmy

neck"Iasked."We'llgetthatremovedwithina

week'stime,goodbyefornow."Hesaidleavingthe

room."Letmewalkyouout"Alonzosaidgiggling,

seemedlikehewasamusedbymypain."Areyou

donecrying?''heaskedcomingback."I'llslapthat

smirkoffyourfaceAlonzo"Isaidwarningly."I'dlike

toseeyoutry,withyourcrippledhands.Ithinkyou're

theonewho'dstartcrying"hesaid."Myhandsare

notcrippledanddonotmakethemistakeof

mockingawoundedwarrior.Myhandsmightnotbe

functioningrightnowbutmylegsare"Isaidglaring

athim.Hejustlaughedoutloud."haveyouseen

yourselflately,youcan'tevenmoveyourhead.Your

moreofawoundedstatuethanawarrior.Stop

callingyourselfawoundedwarrior,you'llkillpeople

withlaughterHoney"hesaidlaughinghisassout.

Actuallythathurtmyfeelings,Itgottome."You're



makingfunofme?"Iamtearsstreamingdownmy

face."Heyareyoucrying?,Arethoserealtearsor

crocodile's"heaskedchuckling."You'resucha

rude...Ihateyou,"Isaidgettingoffthebed,crying

outloud."Hey,Iwasjustkidding.You'reseriously

crying"hesaidwalkingtowardsme."Don'tcome

anywherenearme,Ihateyou"Isaidangrilybut

SalvatorebeingSalvatoredidn'tlisten.ThenIhithis

face,hurtingmyselfintheprocessandthenthe

cryinggotevenmorelouder."don'tdothat,you're

hurtingyourself.Iwasjustjoking"hesaidhugging

me."Lookatme,Ican'tevengetmyselfdressed."I

saidinbetweenthesobs."Hey,worriersdon'tcry.

Stopcrying,Itwasmeanttobeajoke—youknowa

jokeright?.Theonethatmakesyoulaughandnot

cry"heaskedweirdly.Iwasgigglingwhilecrying."I

knowwhatajokeis"Isaidsmiling."Youdo?,So

whyareyoucryinginsteadoflaughing?"Heasked

rollinghiseyes."Ididn'tlikeyourjoke,youwere

mockingme.Itdidn'tcomeoutasajoketome,

besidesthatIdon'tlikeitwhenyoumakefunofme"

isaid."Sorry,OK.Don'tevercrylikethat.It'sscary"

hewhispered.Ijustgiggled."Andwhyisitthatevery



timewefightyouendupsaying"Ihateyou

Salvatore"."HeaskedIjustshruggedmyshoulders.

"Idon'tsayiteverytime"Isaid."Mostofthetime

though"hesaid,Ijustkeptquiet.Andthentherewas

aknockonthedoor."Comein"hesaid."Yeswhat

isit"hesaidassoonasthebodyguardwalkedin."

Sir,thetherapistisdownstairs"hesaid."Thoroughly

checked?"Heasked."YesSir"hesaid."Takeherto

thelibrary,tellherCora'llbethereinafewminutes"

hesaid."YesSir"hrsaidbeforeleaving."Let'sclean

upyourfacebeforeIamaccusedofwomenabuse"

hesaidgoingtothebathroom,hecamebackwith

mywetfacetowelandwipedawaymytears."I'm

kindofscared"Isaidtakingadeepbreath."Noneed

tobescared,you'vedonethisbefore."Hesaid

kissingme."IloveyouandI'llbeinthenextroomif

youneedanything"hesaidafterthekiss."Okay"I

saidsighing."I'llhelpyoudownthestairs"hesaid

walkingmeouttheroom.Iwaswearingjeansandt-

shirtalongwithmysleepers."I'llmakeyou

breakfast"hesaidleavingmeonthelibrarydoor.I

walkedinandsetdownonthecouchoppositetothe

womanwhowassittingthere.Shewasblonde



hairedandquiteold."Hi,mynameisLauraandIam

goingtobeyourtherapistforWholetwoweeks.

What'syourname"sheaskedasifshedidn'tknow

already."Cora"Isaidshortly."Nicemeetingyou

Cora,HowwouldyoudescribeyourselfCora?"She

asked."Really?"Iaskedchucklingbutshewas

serious."I'm21yearsold,turning22inthree

monthstocome.I'mmarried,Iamagynaecologist

student"Isaid."That'sgoodbutImeantona

personallevel.Describeyourselfonapersonallevel.

WhowouldyousayCorais"sheasked."Cora?,Cora

isabrave,kind,intelligentandlovingwoman"Isaid

clearingmythroat."Isthathowyouseeyourselfor

justthewaypeopledescribeyou?"Sheasked

puzzlingme."Whatdoyoumean,i,Idon'tknow"I

saidnotsosure."YouknowexactlywhatImean,

thinkaboutit...OKthat'sitfortheday"shesaid

standingup."Forreally?.10minutesandthat'sjust

it"Iaskedunbelievingly."We'redonefortheday,it

wouldhavebeen15minutesifyoudidn'tkeepme

waiting.I'llseeyoutomorrow,sametime.Don'tbe

late"shesaidwalkingout.Iwasleftinanawe.Igot

outafter5minutes."Thatwasfast"Salvatoresaid



asIwalkedintothekitchen."Canyoubelieveit?,

She's...argh.Idon'tlikeher"Isaidfrustrated."

Anyways,couldyoumaybegivemeDrDavis'

number.Iwanthimtogivemeawrittendoctor's

notethatIwon'tbeabletotakeresidencyforthe

nexttwoweeks"Isaidsighing."I'vealreadytoldhim,

Robinsonwilldropitatthehospitaltomorrow"he

said."Thanks,you'resuchasweetheartbutplease

tellhimtogiveitdirectlytoDrFrancis."Isaid.He

noddedstaringatme."What?"Iasked."Nothing,I

wasjustdaydreaming.Here'syourbreakfast"he

saiddroppingaplateofbreakfastInfrontofme."

Thanksagain"Isaidtryingtopickupthefork."Ohh

sorry,letmehelpyouwiththat"hesaidsittingdown

nexttome.Hefedme,"Ihaveafewbusinesscalls

tomake,youcangoandwatchamovieinthe

theaterorsomething"hesaidstandingupwithan

emptyplate.Iwenttothehomecinemaand

struggledwiththeremotecontroluntilIgotitinmy

hands.Ichosetowatcharomanticcomedymovie,I

wasstartingtogetboredwhenLorenzowalkedin

screaming."Mommy"shecalledme,thengotonmy

thighs,Icouldnotevenholdhim.Iwasstartled,"



howismylittleboydoing"Iaskedsmiling."Mom

you'reback,Papasaidyouwereindunban"hesaid

makingmelaugh."It'sDurbanLorenzo,notDunban"

Icorrectedhimlaughing."Whydidyounottakeme

withyou,Imissyou"hesaidplayingwithmyhair,he

alwaysdidthat."Imissedyoutoo"Isaidkissinghim

allovertheface,knowingexactlywhathe'ddonext.

Hestartedgigglingsocutely."Wherehaveyou

been?"Iasked."IwaswithauntEsihleandthatthe

oldgirltookmewithher"hesaid,puzzlingme."

Who'stheoldgirl"Iaskedfrowning."Theonewho

staysatgrandpa'shouse"hesaid."Ohh,that'syour

greatgrandma."Isaid."Idon'tlikeher,shemade

medrinkalotofmilk.Idon'tlikemilkmommy"he

said."Butyouhaveto—..."Isupposehe'stalking

aboutme"Iheardgrandmasaywalkingin.Icouldn't

eventurntolookather,Iwasfeelinghotallofa

sudden."Hesaysthatyoumadeherdrinkalotof

milk"Isaidchuckling."He'sexaggerating.Itwas

justonefullglasspermeal.Thatmakesittwo

glassesofmilk"hesaidsittingdownnexttome."

Hecanbeveryverylikehisfathersometimes"he

said."Hemayseemalltoughnowbutbackinthe



days.Ohboy,awhippingstickcameinhandy"she

saidmakingmelaugh."Lorenzo,goandsitwith

yourgrandfather.Ineedtotalktoyourmother"she

saidsmilingathim.Lorejustshookhisheadno."

Go,I'mcoming.I'llgetyoualotofchocolates.Bea

goodboy"Isaidkissinghisforehead.Hewalkedout,

butIcouldseethathedidn'twantto.Whereverhe

wasgoing,hewasgoingtogettherecrying"don't

spoilhimsomuch"grandmasaid."Ican'thelp

myselfbutI'lltrynotto"Isaidsmoking."Howhave

youbeen?"Sheaskedsmiling."I'mgood,I'malive"I

saidfakingasmile."Ettore,Imeanyourfatherin-

lawtoldmeeverything"shesaidbutIdidn'tsay

anythingtothat.Iwasn'tevenlookingather."Why

didn'tyoutellusyourstory?,Ithinkwewerefriends.

YouandI"shesaid,Isighed."Ifyouwereme,would

youhavedonethat?"Iaskedsmilingfaintly."What

wouldIhavesaidMrsS.ShouldIhavewentahead

andsaid'Hi,mynameisCoraandI'vebeenworking

asaprostituteforthepasttwoyears?.'.Wouldyou

haveacceptedmethen?.Youwouldn'thave,Iknow

thatforafact.WhenIcan'tevenacceptmyselfmost

ofthetime,howdoIexpectotherstoacceptme?"I



askedcalmly."You'reright,Iwouldn'thavebutwe've

spentsomanyyearsasafamily.Youshouldhave

letusknow,wedeservedtoknow.Foundingout

fromthenewswas...—''findingoutfromthenews

paperswasunfair,Iknow."Icompletedhersentence.

"Andwhyingod'snamewouldyoutrytokill

yourself?"Sheaskedalittlebitlouder."Iwastiredof

allthefighting.Allthenoise,youwouldn't

understand.It'slikeI'vebeenfightingagainstthe

worldeversinceIwasconceived.It'sonebattleafter

another."Isaidsighingheavily."Whatyourfather

didtoyouwassocruel.Nowomaninthisworld

deservestogothroughthat."Shesaid.Wetalkeda

lot.

.

"Excuseme,I'mgoingtoliedownabit"Isaidafter

lunch.Wehadlunchtogether.Itwasme,lore,

Joaquin,grandma,grandpaandfather."My

chocolatesmommy"Loresaid."Tellyourfather

Lore"Isaidnotfeelingsogood,myhandshurtsalot.

Ineededtotakemypainkillers.Iwalkedupstairs

andpouredmyselfaglassofwaterfromthejug



thendrankdownmypills.Iputthepillowsagainst

theheadboardandsetdown,leanedbackwithmy

eyesclosed."AreyouOK?"Salvatoreaskedwalking

in."Yes"Iansweredshortly.Ifelthisfootsteps

gettingcloser.Hetouchedmyforeheadwithhis

palm."Youhaveheadache.Maybeyou'recoming

downwithflu.Letmegetyoupillsforthat"hesaid."

Itookthemalready"Isaidopeningmyeyes."My

handshurts.Idon'tknowifIshouldraisethemupor

putthemdown"Isaidfeelingsoemotionalwrecked.

"Liedown,letmehelpyou"hesaid.Hehelpedmelie

inthemiddleofthebed.Onepillowonmylefthand

sideandoneontheother,myhandswereontopof

thepillows.Andthenanotheroneundermyhead."

Feelingbetter?"Heasked."Yes,thankyou"Isaid."

Gotosleep,you'llwakeupfeelingmuchbetter"he

saidthenwalkedout.Hewasrightwhenhesaidhe

wasthebestinthemarket,Icouldn'thavefounda

bettercompanionthanmyAlonzo.Hetookcareof

mewithoutcomplaining.Iwokeuparound4pm,i

washavingabaddream.Ipouredmyselfaglassof

waterfromthecoffeetableanddrankup,Iwas

usingbothmyhandstoholduptheglass.Ithen



wenttothebathroomtopee.Iwenttotheclosetto

searchformybagIneededmyphone."you'reawake,

Ibroughtyoudinner"hesaidwalkinginsidetheroom

withatrayofdinnerinhishands.Ihadoffloaded

everythingthatwasinmybagonthebed."Haveyou

seenmyphone?"Iaskedafternotfindingitamong

thestuffonbed."Itook,Idon'tthinkyouneedto

haveit"hesaidputtingthetrayonthecoffeetable."

OfcourseIneedtohaveit,alotofpeoplemustbe

callingmeworriedly.Ialsoneedtocallmyparents"I

saidclearingthebed."Alotofpeopleincluding

DonatoFrancis?"Heaskedchucklingunbelievingly."

Howisitthathehasyournumber,hecallednot

oncenottwicebutaseveraltimes.'justtocheckon

you'.IhopeIdon'thavetokillsomeoneforwhat's

rightfullymine"hesaid."Isthatwhyyouwere

lookingatmesoweirdlyearlyinthekitchen?"I

asked.Hedidn'tanswermyquestion."Comeand

haveyourfood"hesaid,Iwalkedtowardshim.Iset

downonthecarpet,Infrontofthesmallcoffeetable.

Hewassittingonthecouch."Iwanttotryeating

myself"Isaidpullingthetraytowardsme."CanI

pleasehavemyphoneback?"Iaskedlookingathim.



"Idon'tthinkso,justfocusonyourrecovery.Idon't

wantyoubrowsingthroughsocialmedia.Focuson

yourphysicalwellbeing,I'mgoingtotakeabath"he

saidstandingup.Iateslowlybutsurely.Iwasstill

eatingwhenhecameoutofthebathroom30

minuteslater.Hehadatowelwrappedaroundhis

waistanddryinguphishairusinganotherone."

Howaremyparentsdoing"Iasked."Yourmother

calledtoday,hewantedtotalktoyoubutyouwere

sleeping.Ididn'twanttodisturbyou,yourfather

landedhimselfinhospital"hesaidsocasually."

Whatdoyoumean'landedhimselfinthehospital'.

Whathappenedtohim?"Iasked."He'sfine,hehad

troublebreathingafterwatchingthenewsabout

you."Hesaid."He'llgetdischargedinnotime"he

added."Iwonderhowhedoesit,howdoeshelive

withhimself?"Heasked."Whatdoyoumeanby

that?"Iaskedstandingupandpickingupthetray."

I'llgoandputthisinthekitchen"Isaidwalkingout."

I'llrunyousomebubblybath"hecalledoutafterme.

Iputthetraydown.Inoticedthatthetelevisionwas

replacedwithanewoneandthevaseswere

replacedtoo.Thesittingroomwasbackinorder."



Mommy,Papadidn'tgivememychocolate"Lorenzo

saidwalkinginsidethekitchen."Hedidn't?"Iasked.

Heshookhishead."Letmecheckinthesnacks'

shelve''Isaidalreadycheckingout."There'snoPS

inhere"Isaid."Let'sseewhatwehaveinthe

refrigerator"isaidopeningthefridge."Wehave

chocolatecake,wouldyoulikesome"Iasked

smilingathim.IknewthatPSwasirreplaceableto

him.Henoddedslowly."Ialsowantone,let'sdothis.

We'llcutthebiggestpieceandputsomefruitsina

bowlandacoupleofothersnacksinanotherbowl.

SitInfrontofthetelevisionandwatchMashaandthe

Bear"Isaidandhejumpedupanddown."Yey,yey"

hescreamed..

"YouthoughtaboutwhatIaskedyoutoo?"She

asked.Itwas9amandIwaswithmytherapist."I

did"Isaidlookingather."And?"Sheasked."My

answerstillremains"Isaid."I'mgoingtoneedyouto

betruetoyourselfMrsSalvatore"shesaidbutI

didn'tsayanything."Howwouldyoudescribeyour

relationshipwithyourfamily?"Sheasked."What

doesmyrelationshipwithmyfamilyhastodowith



mecommittingsuicide.Shouldn'tyoubeaskingme

whyIdidit"Iaskedsoangrily."Whyexactly,whydid

youdoit?"sheaskedsmiling,likeIhadjustshared

anamusingstorywithher."Afterthenewsabout

mebeingaformerprostitutecameoutIfeltsofed

upwithliving.Ifeltthatmylifewasruined,after

workingsohard.AfterallthehardshipsIhadgone

throughandthenthingshadtocomedown

crumbling"Isaidsighingsoftly."Whatmadeyou

changeyourmind,Imeanafterwakingupinthe

hospital?"Sheasked."Myhusbandchangedmy

mind,hetalkedsomesenseintome.Gavemeafew

reasonstoholdon.Ihavetobestrongforhimand

ourson"Isaid."Whataboutyourfamily,don'tyou

haveafamily?"Sheasked."Idohaveafamily,

weren'tthatclose.Don'tgetmewrongIlovemy

familybutnotinthesamewayIlovemyhusband

andson"Isaidlookingdown."Andwhyisthat?"She

asked."SometimesIfeellikemyfathermademe

sufferandtheywerethere.Welivedunderthesame

roofbuttheydidnothing.Imighthaveforgivenhim

butIcan'tforget.Thatpastwillalwaysbeahuge

partofme,wheneverthingsgowrongican'thelpbut



lookback"Isaidthentookadeepbreath."Earlieron

yousaidthatyourhusbandgaveyouareasonto

holdon,whatarethosereasons.Didn'tyouseethem

beforetakingthatrope,puttingitaroundyourneck.

Pushingawaythatchairandattemptingsuicide"she

asked,andthenthepicturesoftheeventcameas

freshastheycouldinmymind.Iwassoangry,angry

withmyselfandthewholeworld,angrywithlifeItself.

"Tothinkofit,IdidnotseeanyreasonwhyIshould

stayalive.Iwasangrywitheveryoneandeverything.

Iwasangrywithmyhusband,hepromisedto

protectme.Ifeltthathefailedto,Ididn'teventhink

ofLorenzo"Isaidtakingadeepbreath,Iwasinthe

vergeofcrying."Howdoesthatmakeyoufeellike?"

Sheasked."Guilty"Iansweredshortly."Whydoyou

feelguiltyCora?"Sheasked."Idon'tknow,Ifeel

guiltybecauseAlonzohasbeennothingbutgoodto

me,helooksaftermewithoutanycomplaints.Ican

beanagsometimesbuthejustsmilesandbrushit

off.AndLorenzo,I'mnothisbiologicalmotherbut

helovesmelikeIam.He'ssuchasweetlittleboy,I

lovehimtobitsbutIdidn'teventhinkabouthimthat

night...doesthatmakemeaselfishperson.AmIa



badperson?"Iasked."Takethis"shesaidoffering

meaboxoftissue.Itooktheboxandwipedaway

mytears,Ididn'tevenrealizethatIwascrying."I

wantyoutothinkaboutwhatyourfatherhasdoneto

you,ifit'sfaironyourfamily.Onyourhusbandand

child.Allthepeoplearoundyou,howit'sgoingto

affectyou.Ifyoudie,that'sitfortoday"shesaid

standingupandleaving.

.

"Areyouokay?"Amandaaskedme.Iwasinthe

terracewithallmygirls.IncludingEsihlewhowas

quitequietformyliking.Ihadn'tseenherin5days.I

hadbeenfourdayssincethenewsofmydisgrace

wentaroundtheworld.Thedoctorunbandagedmy

handsinthemorning,"yeahI'mfine"Isaidsighing

heavily."I'mjusttiredandfeelingsleepy.Alonzoand

Iwatchedamovietillmidnight"Isaidbeforesipping

onmycoffee.Wewerehavingbeverages,"Esihle's

loveformemusthavedroppeddownaftershe

foundoutaboutmypast.IbetyouthinkI'mnogood

foryourbrother"Isaidlookingatheracrossthe

table."No,it'snothinglikethat.Ofcoursenot,you



makehimhappy.Ifhe'shappythanI'mhappy.Ihold

nobeefwithyouCora''shesaid,comingbackto

planetearth.ItwaseithershewaslyingorIwasjust

imaginingthings."SibonisocametoseemebutI

haven'tseenSandile"Isaidfrowning."He'sbeen

verybusylately,heworkshalfaday"shesaid.''

Ohkay"Isaid."TellhimIsaid'Hi'.Andmotherin-law

too"Isaidsmiling."I'lldothat"shesaidreturningthe

smile."Anyways,thedateofourinterviewhasbeen

decided.Salvatorewillbeaccompanyingme."Isaid

divertingthetopic."Ohhthat'sgood.I'msofedup

withhavingtolistentotheselifelessbitchstalking

shitaboutyou.Haveyouseenwhattheyweresaying

aboutyou?"Priyasaidsoundingsorelieved."I

wouldn'tknow,Ihavenophone.Salvatoreis

checkingeachandeveryoneofmymoves.Wherever

hehastogoout,hemakessuretotaketheremote

controlwithhim.Iamclueless"Isaid."Youmean,

youdon'tknow"sheaskedsoloudly.Inodded,"

anywayswhenisyourinterview?"Divyaasked."

ThiscomingweekMonday"Isaidcasually"IthinkI

needtoseewhatpeoplearesayingaboutmebefore

Igooutthereandgetslaughtered"Isaid,myeyes



dartingbetweenAllofthem."Ifyourhusbandthinks

thatyoushouldn'tseethesethingsthenyou

shouldn't"siwesaid."Comeonguys"Isaidlooking

atthem.Theyshooktheirheadsno."Isitthatbad?"

Iasked,heartbeatingupsofast."Letmesee"Isaid

swiftlyretrievingPriya'siPhonefromherhands."

Coradon't—..."It'smylife,IthinkIdeservetoknow

morethananyoneelseinhere"IsaidGoogle."Cora

it'snotgoodforyoutobereadingabouttheseawful

things"Amandasaidbutitwasalreadytoolate.

Therewereathousandsoftopics,sharedvideos,

commentsonthevideos.Ikeptonreading,opening

FacebookTwitterInstagramYouTubechannels

newspapers."Here'syourphone"Isaidsittingdown

anhourlater."AreyouOK?"Divyaasked."Why

wouldn'tIbe,I'mOK"Isaidfakingachuckle."Ineed

somemorecoffee,I'mgoingtomakemyselfacup

ofcoffee"Isaidstandingupandgoinginsidethe

house.Iwarmedupthecoffeeinthecoffeemaker

andpouredmyselfacup.

.

"Whyareyoucrying,whathappened?"Salvatore



askedinthemiddleofthenight.Iguesshemight

haveheardmysobbing.Hesaidthewordsandlights

switchedon.Ihadmybackonhim."Ilmiocuero

batte,whathappened?"Heasked,tryingtogetmeto

facehim."EverybodythinksthatIamalosewhore"I

said."Wheredidyougetthatfrom,whosaidthat?"

Heaskedsoundingsoangry."Isawitonthe

internet,IsawitSalvatore."Isaid."Don'tstress

aboutwhatotherpeoplethinkofyouratherworry

aboutwhatyouthinkofyourself.Theydon'tknow

you,peoplewillalwaysbepeople.Theydon'tknow

whentogetoff,we'llcleareverythingsoon.It'llblow

offandthey'llhaveanothervictimtogossipabout.

That'sjusthowtheworldis,fullofloserswhofind

amusementinotherpeople'spain.Don'tletthemget

toyou,OK?"Hesaid.Iwasinhisembrace.Inodded.

"Nowgetsomesleep,you'vegotbetterthingsto

worryaboutotherthanstupidpeople'scomments.

Gotosleep"hesaidputtingmebackdown."Sleep"

hesaidkissingmyforehead."Makelovetome"I

saidholdinghishead.Noquestionswereaskedhe

startedkissingme.Ineededadistractionfromall

thenonsense.



.

Mondaymorning

.

"Itisyetanotherdayanothermorningtalkshow

withme,yourhost—CassieCameron.Weallhave

heardabouttheshockingnewsaboutMrSalvatore's

wife,ifyoudonotknowSalvatorewelltodayyouwill.

He'sthefounderandCEOofhotelParadisé,the

biggesthotelinSouthAfrica.Hehasafew

restaurantsandfewotherbusinesses.Allinallhe's

oneoftherichestyoungman.Andtodaywehave

himwithhiswifeCoraMaphumulowhomisrecently

famousforthepornvideosofhersharedaroundthe

country.MrandMrsSalvatorewelcometotheshow"

thehostsaid.ItwasMondaymorningandthankGod

itwasrainingandcold.Iwaswearingalonggrey

overcoat.Akneelengthblackdressandblackheels

alongwithblackgloves.Theydidagoodjobin

hidingmyhealingscars.Salvatorewaswearinga

blacktuxedo,andshoes.Myheartwaspounding

heavily."ThankyouCassieforhavingusCassie"

Salvatoresaid.Cassandrawasoneofhisceleb



friends.Whohadamorningtalkshow."I'm

delightedtohaveyoutwoasmyguest.Nowgetting

tobusiness..."Shehadgaveusaquestionbookof

whatwasgoingtobeasked.Iknewexactlywhatshe

wasabouttoask.Thecameraswererolling,live.We

weresittingontheoppositecouchtoher's."How

didyoutwomeet?"Sheasked,startingwiththeeasy

question,justtogetussettledandcomfortablebut

therewasnothingaboutourstorythatwassettling

orcomfortable.Everythingseemedextraandalmost

totheleveloffiction."MywifeandImetafewyears

back,inmypenthouse.It'saveryinterestingstory

actually,I'lllethertellit.She'sthebestatit,ilmio

cuerobattegoahead"hesaidsmilingatmebutI

knewhewasasmuchnervousasIwas.Ineversaw

thatcoming,Ithoughtofafewpossiblescenarios

whereagirlmeetsaguy.Butnothingcameintomy

mind,soIoptedforthetruth."Itwasonthe30thof

Junefouryearsago,Ireceivedamessagefrommy

rankmanagersaying.Ihadtomeetupwithaclient.

ShegavemeanaddressandIwasshockedtofind

outthatitwashotelParadisé.Iarrivedtherearound

6pm,oneofthegenatorstookmetohispenthouse.



Iwaswearingablackmask,Irememberhimasking

meifIwasinoneofthoseballroomdancingparties.

Iliedandsaidyes.Heleftmeatthedoor,Iknocked

andthevoiceinsidesaidImustcomein.Imade

myselfcomfortableonacouch.Hecameout15

minuteslaterwithatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist.

Iswearmyheartskippedabit,hewasthemost

gorgeousmenI'veeverseenandhissmilecaught

myeyes.Nothinglikethathaseverhappenedtome,

Ifeltsonotlikemyself.Heexcusedhimselfonce

again,Iheardhimtalkingonaphone.Istartedtoget

angry,Ijustwantedhimtogetitoverwith.Youknow,

whatIwastherefor.SowhenhecamebackIasked

himabouthiscondomsizeinanger.Hejust

chuckledandsaid'trustmeyoudon'twanttoknow'.

Tocutitshorthejustwantedastrangertotalkto

aboutthedivorcehewasgoingthrough."I

explainedlookingatthehost."Sohenevertried

anythingonyou''thehostaskedfrowning."Ifyou

areaskingifwehadsexualintercoursethenno,we

didn't.Wetalkeduntilweslept,thatwasnewtome.

HewasstillasleepwhenIwokeup,soIwrotehima

note.Idon'tknowwhybutIdid.Ithenleft"I



explained."WhatdidthenotesayMrSalvatore,I'm

surethepeoplewhoarewatchingthisshowright

nowareascuriousasIamtoknow"shesaid

gigglingabit."Thenotewaswritten;you'reagood

manMrSalvatoreanddon'tbothertryingtofindme

becauseyouwon't"Salvatoresaidchuckling

unbelievingly.AndIwaslike'likehellIwould'Igot

dressedandwenttowork"Thissoundsinteresting,

sohowdidyoutwomeetagainifshewassosure

youwouldn'tfindherandyouweren'tinterestedin

findinghereither?"Sheasked."Somethingbigger

thanmehappenedthatnight,shewasthefirst

womanwhowasabletomakemyheartskipafterso

manyyears.ImighthavebeenmarriedtoIsabella

whichIamsureyouallknowbutshewasn'tableto

dothat,weweremorelikefriendsthathusbandand

wife.Icaredforherandshereciprocated.WithCora

IfeltsomethingsIneverfeltbefore,soalive.She's

onefeistywomanifyoumustknow.SoIwentin

searchofherafteraweekoffeelinglikesomething

wasmissing.IttookmeamonthtofindherbutIdid

andwestarteddating"hesaid."Didn'titbotheryou

thatshewasaprostitute?"ShefinallyaskedandI



knewweweregettingdowntobusiness."Iwon'tlie

andsayitdidn't,itdid.Ifoundmyselfpayingtohave

hertomyselfforthewholetwomonths.Andwhen

shehadtogobacktoworkwefought.Ithoughtshe

wouldnotgobacktherebutshedidandIdidn'tlike

it.Ourliveshavenotbeentheeasyones.Wehadto

makeaplanforhertoescapethatlife,I'dnot

disclosethatwithyouthough"hesaid."OK,backto

youCora,howlonghaveyouworkedasaprostitute

andwhy.I'msurethatthisiswhatyouguysathome

havebeenwaitingfor"sheasked.Ishiftedonmysit

abit."Istartedworkingasaprostitute6yearsago.

AfterIranawayfromhome,Ilivedunderthebridge

foramonth.Ihadjustbeenchosenbyoneofthe

bestschoolsinSAwhichapparentlyhappenedtobe

hisfather'sschool.IusedtoliveinDurbanbefore

takingthebushere.Awomanofferedmeajob,I

wassoexcited.Soshetookmewithher,tookcare

ofmeforoneweekandthenintroducedmetoher

Boss.Whohappenstobetheownerofallthe

prostitutionranks.Theyforcedmetobecomea

prostitute"Isaidtakingadeepbreath."Doyouthink

thatyourbossistheonewhouploadedthosevideos



onYouTubeandotherInternetsites"sheasked."I

knowforafactthatheistheone.He'sone

dangerousmenandIwishthatallthewomenstill

workingunderhimcouldbesavedsomehow.Iknow

thatheprovidesfor'hisgirls'verywellbuthe

doesn'tofferawayout.There'snowayout.It's

eitheryoudieorheauctionyoutothehighestbidder.

Thecountrymustdosomethingaboutthisandthe

policemystopthisunlawfuldepartmentof

prostitution"Isaidfeelingsoenraged."OKguys,we

willbebackafterashortbreakwithsomefew

questionsfromTwitter"shesaidandthedirector

said"cut"

.

"We'reareback,ifyou'vejusttunedin.You're

watchingamorningshowwithCassieCameron.Our

guestsfortodayareamarriedcoupleweallknowby

now,MrandMrsSalvatore.Andit'stimeforfive

questionsfrommytwittingfriends.Thefirst

questionisfromGabrielD.itsays'Ipersonallywould

liketoknowwhyMrsSalvatorelefthome,lookingat

her.Sheseemslikeatroublesomewoman'whatis



youranswertothistwitCora?''thehostasked.She

hadatabletinherhands."It'sfunnyhowpeoplejust

lookatsomebody'soutershellandjustjudgethat

person.AnywaysthereasonwhyIlefthomeis

somethingIdidn'twanttosharewiththeworld

butyouaskedmesojudgingly.I'llhavetobringitup.

MostofthepeopleouttherethinksthatStreetkids

andotherpeoplelivingonthestreetsarejusttrouble

makerswholefthomebeforeofwhateverbad

reasonsmightbe,orwhateverbadthingstheymight

havedone.Forsomeofthemitislikethatbutfor

mostofthemit'stheopposite.AsforI,ilefthome

becauseIwasconstantlysexuallyabusedby

someonewhowassupposedtoprotectmeagainst

thecruelworldbutheendedupbeingcruelhimself.

He'dsneakinmyroomwitheverychancehegot.For

yearsIhadtoendurethis.EversinceIturned13I

becamehissextoy.I'llnotdisclosehisidentitywith

youbuthewassomeoneItrustedeventhoughour

relationshiphasneverbeengoodbutIstilltrusted

him.HeblamedmeforsomethingIwasn'tcapable

ofdoing.ButthegoodthingisIforgavehimandI

amtryingeverydaytoforgetaboutthatpartofmy



past"Isaidthesighed."FromwhereIamsittingyou

soundlikeakindand Strongwoman.You'vebeen

throughalotitseems.Thenextquestionisfrom

Queenlerato,'what'sthenameofthedepartment

ownerifthereisone?"Sheasks.That'snotavery

nicequestioncomingfromanotherwoman."She

saidshakinghishead."Imighthaveananswerfor

leratoCassie...ifshedoesn'thaveanythingelseto

askwhydoesn'tshejustkeepquietandlisten.

That'smyanswertoyouleratoifyou'rewatching"

Salvatoresaid,soundingsocoolbutangry."Well

youhearditforyourselfQueenlerato.Thenext

questionisfromMrsZulu,itmoreofastatement

thanaquestion.Shesays'IpersonallyknowCora

andherhusband.AlthoughIthoughtshehaddied

butafterwatchingthisshowInowunderstand.She

usedtoliveacrossthestreetfrommyhouse,she's

suchagoodhumanbeing.Wewenttochurch

togetherI'dliketoknowwhatcourseshe'sdoing.

Sinceshewenttoschool'what'syouranswertoMrs

Zulu/formerneighborCora"sheasked."It'snice

hearingfromyouMrsZulu"Isaidsmiling."WellI'm

takingadegreeingynaecology,I'mdoingmythird



yearrightnow."Iadded."Wellisn'tthatjust

impressivepeople.I'dliketoknowhowdidyoudoit,

jugglingbetweenyourclientsandschoolmust've

beenveryhard"Cassieask."Therankmanagergave

ushalvethedaytoourselvesandIwenttoschool

whiletheotherswenttodotheirnailsandhairand

wenttosleep.Iusedtosleepforlike4hoursour

less.Somedayswerehard,Ifeltlikegivingupbut

keptongoing.IknewIhadtogetoutofthehell

wholeonewayortheother"Isaidsmiling.The

questionskeptoncoming.ItwasnotasbadasI

thoughtitwouldbe."Wellthat'sit,we'vecometo

theendoftheshow.You'vehearditfromthehorse's

mouth,Ihopeyou'dstopjudginghernow,since

you'veheardhersideofthestory.Aswoman,we

mustunitandfighttogetherandnotagainsteach

other.IhopetheSACPcatchestheLordofthe

prostitutiondepartmentandherotsbehindjailand

theotherwomenaresavedtoo.WeasSouth

Africansmustfightagainstthesecriminals,thisis

somethingclosertoHumantrafficking.Whoeveris

behindthisvileringmustbestopped...MrSalvatore

anylastwordsfromyou?"Sheaskedafteralecture.



"Idon'tcarewhatpeoplethinkorsay.Ilovemywife"

hesaidsqueezingmyhand."Wellyou'veheardthe

man.Formoretweetaboutthetopicoftodaymy

Twittingaddressisonthescreen.Thankyou

watchingnowI'dliketoloveandleaveyou.Seeyou

tomorrowmorningonmorningshowwithCassie

Cameron.GoodmorningSouthAfrica"shesaidthen

blewalotofkissesInfrontofthecamera.

.

Myapologiesguys

[6/3,14:58]Lynne:Ifoundthenursefeedingher

porridge,shelookedkindaangry."HowaboutIfeed

her"Isaidleaningonthedoorframe."Ohhthank

Godyou'rehere,yourwifehasbeengivingmea

toughtime"thenursesaidsighingheavily."Hey,I'm

stillhereanddon'tbecomplaininglikeyoudon'tget

paidforthisjob.Ifyoudidyourjobproperlythen,

therewouldn'tbeanissuebetweenthetwoofus"

shesaidangrily."Sorryma'am"thenursesaid

smilingbeforeleaving."What'sgoingonhere?''I

askedsittingdownonthebedside."Shewastrying

tochokemewiththeoverloadedspoonofporridge.



Shewantstobatheme?,Canyoubelievethenerve"

shesaidangrily

"soyouhaven'ttakenabathsinceyesterday?"I

askedfeedingher."Shewantedtotouchme,whatif

shetriedsomethingonme."Shesaid."Babe...she's

awoman,haveyounoticed?"Iaskedchucklingon

theinside."Shemightbelesbian"shesaid."Okay,

haveyouseenthedoctor?"Iaskedfeedingher."I

waswokenupbyher,Iwanttogetoutofhere"she

said,lookingsoemotionalwrecked."Let'seatfirst,

thenI'llgoandtalktoher"Isaid."They'rearranging

atherapistforme,isitthatbad?"sheaskedafter

sometime."Whatcouldbeworsethandeath"I

askedclearingmythroat."Sinceit'snotgoingtobe

yourfirsttime,thisshouldbeeasy.It'sforyourown

good"Iadded."Imissmyhands"shesaidraising

themup,divertingfromthetopicofseeinga

therapist."Youdon'tneedto,I'llhelpyou"Isaid.

.

"Ifyousaysothen,youcantakeherhomethis

evening"thedoctorsaidafterIpromisedtotake

goodcareofher,besideshadnoseriousinjuriesShe



wasgoingtobedischargedat4pmafterthelast

checkupwasdone.

.

"MygrandparentsarehereinSA"Isaid,afteralong

timeofsilence.Itwas12pm.Ihadhelpedhertakea

bath,shewasinthehospitalgown.Shedidn'tsay

anything,"I'dunderstandifyoudon'twanttosee

them.I'vealreadytoldthemthatyou'renotreadyto"

Isaid."Howaboutmyfamily?"Sheasked."They've

beencallingalot,Ihaven'tanswered.Idon'tknow

whattosaytothembutIsentthemamessage

yesterday,sayingthatyou'refine"Isaid."Idon't

wanttoseeanybodyelse,howdoIfacethem?.I

can't,Iwon'tbeableto"shesaid."I'msurethey'll

understand"Isaidkissingherforehead."I'm

starving,letmeorderpizza"Isaidtakingoutmy

phone."How'sLore?"Sheasked."IaskedEsihleto

takehimwithheronthedayoftheincident,he'sfine.

Ihavemyguyskeepinganeyeonhim.Ididn'twant

himtoseeanythingthatwouldtroublehim,he's

saferthere"hesaid."TellhertoBringhimhome.

He'snotsafethere,thesecurityistightathome"she



said,eyesdartingbetweenmine."don'tpanic,he's

fine...he'llbehomebeforeyougettherebuthoware

yougoingtolookafterhim"heasked."Hehasa

nanny,doesn'the?"Sheasked."Iaskedhertogo

backhome"Isaid."Youcanaskhertocomeback

now"shesaid."That'dbeinconvenient"Isaid."

Whatdowedothen,Iwantmysonbymyside.If

somethingshouldhappentohim,it'llallbeyour

fault"shesaidtryingtositupright."Heydon'tdo

that,relax.I'llcallPetuniaorbethenannyfortwo"I

saidlookingup."Servesyouright"shesaidsocoldly.

"You'vebeensorudelately,sohostileandangry,so

cold"Isaidsolemnly.Shejustlookedaway,no

apologiesnonothing.Thepizzagotdeliveredand

shegotdischargedearlierthanexpected,wewent

homearound3pm

Andtoherworstsurprise,wefoundeverybody.I

meaneverybodyhome."Whataretheydoinghere?"

Shewhispered."Ihavenoidea"Isaidsmilingat

themweirdly."Whatareyouguysdoinghere?"I

asked."We'reheretoseeCora"mostofthemsaid

inunision."Hi"Corasaidfaintly.Shewasholdingon



tomyarm."Come,wemadeyouguysdinnerand

cleanedthehouse"Amandasaidpullinghertowards

thediningroom.Shelookedatmebutjustshrugged

myshoulders."Sitdown"shesaidpullingoutachair

forher."Comeonguys"Priyasaidtoeveryone,we

setaroundthetable."Wherearemygrandparents

andPapa"Iaskedaftersittingdown."Weasked

themtoexcuseus.They'llbeeatingout"Michael

said."Salvatore"Corasaidshowingmeherbandage

hands."I'llhavetofeedher"Isaidstandingupand

servingher."Letmedothat,sinceIamsittingnext

toher"Amandasaid,takingtheplatefrommyme."

Sowhat'reyoudoinghere"Iasked."We'rehereto

seeCoraofcourse"Mbuthosaid."Mmhandwho

cooked?"Iasked."WemighthaveorderedIn"Raj

said,"Iknewit,youaren'tthatkindandthistastes

Justlikeoneofthemealsfrommyrestaurant"Isaid

eyebrowsraised."Wereallytriedcookingbutit

turnedouttobehorrible...atleastwetried"Priya

saidshrugging."Youshouldhavepreparedsamosa

andparathasandallthosespicyIndianmeals.I'm

sureCorawouldhavelovedit"Isaid."Areyou



makingfunofIndians?"Mbuthoaskedfirst."NoI

wasjustsayingthat—..."Wellit'snotfunny"hecut

meoff.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,infacteverybody

did.Wesharedjokesuntilitwastimeforthemto

leave.

.

"Howdoyoufeelnow"Iaskedafterputtingher

undercovers.Ihadjustbatheher,itwasharderthan

Ithoughtplusshewascomplaining."Thanks,Ijust

needtotakemypillsandsleep.Iamtired"shesaid

sighingsoftly."I'mgoingtotakeashowerfirstand

thenyoucantakeyourmedication"Isaidstanding

up."ButAlonzo—..."Nobuts,it'llonlytake

15minutes"Isaidbeforeclosingthebathroomdoor.

ItookaquickshowerthenworemyPJsafterwiping

andMoisturizingmybody."Iamgoingtodoit"she

saidasIwashelpinghertakeherpills."Dowhat?"I

asked."Theshowthing,Iwanttohavemylifeback

Joaquin"shesaid."Ithoughtyousaid,youwasnot

readyforthis."Isaidthatinaquestioningmanner."I

wasnotbutafterseeingourfriends,myperceptive

change.Theydidn'tjudgeorletaloneaskmeabout



it.Ormysuicide,it'snotjustthetwoofusagainst

theworld.Ihavemyfriendstoo,I'mnotalone."She

saidsoundingsoconfident."Youknowthatthisis

notgoingtobeaneasyjourney,right?"Iasked."

Therearestillpeopleouttherewho'lljudgeand

criticiseyou."Iadded."Iknow,Ijustneedtoheal

firstthen..."Shesaid."OK,I'mgladyou'rereadyto

claimyourlifeback.That'smygirl,theinvincible,

strong,braveone.We'llfacetheworldtogetherbut

fornowlet'sgotosleep,I'mtired"Isaidgetting

undercoversafterputtingthemedicationonthe

dressingtable."IthoughtyousaidLorenzoIs

comingbackhomeandwhereareyourgrandmother

andgrandfather?"Iasked."They'llcomeby

tomorrow,Let'sgotosleepnow"Isaidkissingher

forehead."Nomorequestioningme,sleep"Isaid

puttingmyindexfingeronherlips.Icouldsensethat

shewantedtoaskmesomething.

.

[6/3,14:58]Lynne:Cora'sPOV

.



"Itstings,ithurts"Iscreamedeyesclosed.Doctor

Daviswascleaningmywounds."I'malmostdone"

hesaid,I'vebeenscreamingandcryingeversincehe

started.Itfeltlikeadecadeoftorture.Helubricated

somethingandthenbandagedmyhandsonebyone.

"Therewego"hesaidstandingup."Whataboutmy

neck"Iasked."We'llgetthatremovedwithina

week'stime,goodbyefornow."Hesaidleavingthe

room."Letmewalkyouout"Alonzosaidgiggling,

seemedlikehewasamusedbymypain."Areyou

donecrying?''heaskedcomingback."I'llslapthat

smirkoffyourfaceAlonzo"Isaidwarningly."I'dlike

toseeyoutry,withyourcrippledhands.Ithinkyou're

theonewho'dstartcrying"hesaid."Myhandsare

notcrippledanddonotmakethemistakeof

mockingawoundedwarrior.Myhandsmightnotbe

functioningrightnowbutmylegsare"Isaidglaring

athim.Hejustlaughedoutloud."haveyouseen

yourselflately,youcan'tevenmoveyourhead.Your

moreofawoundedstatuethanawarrior.Stop

callingyourselfawoundedwarrior,you'llkillpeople

withlaughterHoney"hesaidlaughinghisassout.

Actuallythathurtmyfeelings,Itgottome."You're



makingfunofme?"Iamtearsstreamingdownmy

face."Heyareyoucrying?,Arethoserealtearsor

crocodile's"heaskedchuckling."You'resucha

rude...Ihateyou,"Isaidgettingoffthebed,crying

outloud."Hey,Iwasjustkidding.You'reseriously

crying"hesaidwalkingtowardsme."Don'tcome

anywherenearme,Ihateyou"Isaidangrilybut

SalvatorebeingSalvatoredidn'tlisten.ThenIhithis

face,hurtingmyselfintheprocessandthenthe

cryinggotevenmorelouder."don'tdothat,you're

hurtingyourself.Iwasjustjoking"hesaidhugging

me."Lookatme,Ican'tevengetmyselfdressed."I

saidinbetweenthesobs."Hey,worriersdon'tcry.

Stopcrying,Itwasmeanttobeajoke—youknowa

jokeright?.Theonethatmakesyoulaughandnot

cry"heaskedweirdly.Iwasgigglingwhilecrying."I

knowwhatajokeis"Isaidsmiling."Youdo?,So

whyareyoucryinginsteadoflaughing?"Heasked

rollinghiseyes."Ididn'tlikeyourjoke,youwere

mockingme.Itdidn'tcomeoutasajoketome,

besidesthatIdon'tlikeitwhenyoumakefunofme"

isaid."Sorry,OK.Don'tevercrylikethat.It'sscary"

hewhispered.Ijustgiggled."Andwhyisitthatevery



timewefightyouendupsaying"Ihateyou

Salvatore"."HeaskedIjustshruggedmyshoulders.

"Idon'tsayiteverytime"Isaid."Mostofthetime

though"hesaid,Ijustkeptquiet.Andthentherewas

aknockonthedoor."Comein"hesaid."Yeswhat

isit"hesaidassoonasthebodyguardwalkedin."

Sir,thetherapistisdownstairs"hesaid."Thoroughly

checked?"Heasked."YesSir"hesaid."Takeherto

thelibrary,tellherCora'llbethereinafewminutes"

hesaid."YesSir"hrsaidbeforeleaving."Let'sclean

upyourfacebeforeIamaccusedofwomenabuse"

hesaidgoingtothebathroom,hecamebackwith

mywetfacetowelandwipedawaymytears."I'm

kindofscared"Isaidtakingadeepbreath."Noneed

tobescared,you'vedonethisbefore."Hesaid

kissingme."IloveyouandI'llbeinthenextroomif

youneedanything"hesaidafterthekiss."Okay"I

saidsighing."I'llhelpyoudownthestairs"hesaid

walkingmeouttheroom.Iwaswearingjeansandt-

shirtalongwithmysleepers."I'llmakeyou

breakfast"hesaidleavingmeonthelibrarydoor.I

walkedinandsetdownonthecouchoppositetothe

womanwhowassittingthere.Shewasblonde



hairedandquiteold."Hi,mynameisLauraandIam

goingtobeyourtherapistforWholetwoweeks.

What'syourname"sheaskedasifshedidn'tknow

already."Cora"Isaidshortly."Nicemeetingyou

Cora,HowwouldyoudescribeyourselfCora?"She

asked."Really?"Iaskedchucklingbutshewas

serious."I'm21yearsold,turning22inthree

monthstocome.I'mmarried,Iamagynaecologist

student"Isaid."That'sgoodbutImeantona

personallevel.Describeyourselfonapersonallevel.

WhowouldyousayCorais"sheasked."Cora?,Cora

isabrave,kind,intelligentandlovingwoman"Isaid

clearingmythroat."Isthathowyouseeyourselfor

justthewaypeopledescribeyou?"Sheasked

puzzlingme."Whatdoyoumean,i,Idon'tknow"I

saidnotsosure."YouknowexactlywhatImean,

thinkaboutit...OKthat'sitfortheday"shesaid

standingup."Forreally?.10minutesandthat'sjust

it"Iaskedunbelievingly."We'redonefortheday,it

wouldhavebeen15minutesifyoudidn'tkeepme

waiting.I'llseeyoutomorrow,sametime.Don'tbe

late"shesaidwalkingout.Iwasleftinanawe.Igot

outafter5minutes."Thatwasfast"Salvatoresaid



asIwalkedintothekitchen."Canyoubelieveit?,

She's...argh.Idon'tlikeher"Isaidfrustrated."

Anyways,couldyoumaybegivemeDrDavis'

number.Iwanthimtogivemeawrittendoctor's

notethatIwon'tbeabletotakeresidencyforthe

nexttwoweeks"Isaidsighing."I'vealreadytoldhim,

Robinsonwilldropitatthehospitaltomorrow"he

said."Thanks,you'resuchasweetheartbutplease

tellhimtogiveitdirectlytoDrFrancis."Isaid.He

noddedstaringatme."What?"Iasked."Nothing,I

wasjustdaydreaming.Here'syourbreakfast"he

saiddroppingaplateofbreakfastInfrontofme."

Thanksagain"Isaidtryingtopickupthefork."Ohh

sorry,letmehelpyouwiththat"hesaidsittingdown

nexttome.Hefedme,"Ihaveafewbusinesscalls

tomake,youcangoandwatchamovieinthe

theaterorsomething"hesaidstandingupwithan

emptyplate.Iwenttothehomecinemaand

struggledwiththeremotecontroluntilIgotitinmy

hands.Ichosetowatcharomanticcomedymovie,I

wasstartingtogetboredwhenLorenzowalkedin

screaming."Mommy"shecalledme,thengotonmy

thighs,Icouldnotevenholdhim.Iwasstartled,"



howismylittleboydoing"Iaskedsmiling."Mom

you'reback,Papasaidyouwereindunban"hesaid

makingmelaugh."It'sDurbanLorenzo,notDunban"

Icorrectedhimlaughing."Whydidyounottakeme

withyou,Imissyou"hesaidplayingwithmyhair,he

alwaysdidthat."Imissedyoutoo"Isaidkissinghim

allovertheface,knowingexactlywhathe'ddonext.

Hestartedgigglingsocutely."Wherehaveyou

been?"Iasked."IwaswithauntEsihleandthatthe

oldgirltookmewithher"hesaid,puzzlingme."

Who'stheoldgirl"Iaskedfrowning."Theonewho

staysatgrandpa'shouse"hesaid."Ohh,that'syour

greatgrandma."Isaid."Idon'tlikeher,shemade

medrinkalotofmilk.Idon'tlikemilkmommy"he

said."Butyouhaveto—..."Isupposehe'stalking

aboutme"Iheardgrandmasaywalkingin.Icouldn't

eventurntolookather,Iwasfeelinghotallofa

sudden."Hesaysthatyoumadeherdrinkalotof

milk"Isaidchuckling."He'sexaggerating.Itwas

justonefullglasspermeal.Thatmakesittwo

glassesofmilk"hesaidsittingdownnexttome."

Hecanbeveryverylikehisfathersometimes"he

said."Hemayseemalltoughnowbutbackinthe



days.Ohboy,awhippingstickcameinhandy"she

saidmakingmelaugh."Lorenzo,goandsitwith

yourgrandfather.Ineedtotalktoyourmother"she

saidsmilingathim.Lorejustshookhisheadno."

Go,I'mcoming.I'llgetyoualotofchocolates.Bea

goodboy"Isaidkissinghisforehead.Hewalkedout,

butIcouldseethathedidn'twantto.Whereverhe

wasgoing,hewasgoingtogettherecrying"don't

spoilhimsomuch"grandmasaid."Ican'thelp

myselfbutI'lltrynotto"Isaidsmoking."Howhave

youbeen?"Sheaskedsmiling."I'mgood,I'malive"I

saidfakingasmile."Ettore,Imeanyourfatherin-

lawtoldmeeverything"shesaidbutIdidn'tsay

anythingtothat.Iwasn'tevenlookingather."Why

didn'tyoutellusyourstory?,Ithinkwewerefriends.

YouandI"shesaid,Isighed."Ifyouwereme,would

youhavedonethat?"Iaskedsmilingfaintly."What

wouldIhavesaidMrsS.ShouldIhavewentahead

andsaid'Hi,mynameisCoraandI'vebeenworking

asaprostituteforthepasttwoyears?.'.Wouldyou

haveacceptedmethen?.Youwouldn'thave,Iknow

thatforafact.WhenIcan'tevenacceptmyselfmost

ofthetime,howdoIexpectotherstoacceptme?"I



askedcalmly."You'reright,Iwouldn'thavebutwe've

spentsomanyyearsasafamily.Youshouldhave

letusknow,wedeservedtoknow.Foundingout

fromthenewswas...—''findingoutfromthenews

paperswasunfair,Iknow."Icompletedhersentence.

"Andwhyingod'snamewouldyoutrytokill

yourself?"Sheaskedalittlebitlouder."Iwastiredof

allthefighting.Allthenoise,youwouldn't

understand.It'slikeI'vebeenfightingagainstthe

worldeversinceIwasconceived.It'sonebattleafter

another."Isaidsighingheavily."Whatyourfather

didtoyouwassocruel.Nowomaninthisworld

deservestogothroughthat."Shesaid.Wetalkeda

lot.

.

"Excuseme,I'mgoingtoliedownabit"Isaidafter

lunch.Wehadlunchtogether.Itwasme,lore,

Joaquin,grandma,grandpaandfather."My

chocolatesmommy"Loresaid."Tellyourfather

Lore"Isaidnotfeelingsogood,myhandshurtsalot.

Ineededtotakemypainkillers.Iwalkedupstairs

andpouredmyselfaglassofwaterfromthejug



thendrankdownmypills.Iputthepillowsagainst

theheadboardandsetdown,leanedbackwithmy

eyesclosed."AreyouOK?"Salvatoreaskedwalking

in."Yes"Iansweredshortly.Ifelthisfootsteps

gettingcloser.Hetouchedmyforeheadwithhis

palm."Youhaveheadache.Maybeyou'recoming

downwithflu.Letmegetyoupillsforthat"hesaid."

Itookthemalready"Isaidopeningmyeyes."My

handshurts.Idon'tknowifIshouldraisethemupor

putthemdown"Isaidfeelingsoemotionalwrecked.

"Liedown,letmehelpyou"hesaid.Hehelpedmelie

inthemiddleofthebed.Onepillowonmylefthand

sideandoneontheother,myhandswereontopof

thepillows.Andthenanotheroneundermyhead."

Feelingbetter?"Heasked."Yes,thankyou"Isaid."

Gotosleep,you'llwakeupfeelingmuchbetter"he

saidthenwalkedout.Hewasrightwhenhesaidhe

wasthebestinthemarket,Icouldn'thavefounda

bettercompanionthanmyAlonzo.Hetookcareof

mewithoutcomplaining.Iwokeuparound4pm,i

washavingabaddream.Ipouredmyselfaglassof

waterfromthecoffeetableanddrankup,Iwas

usingbothmyhandstoholduptheglass.Ithen



wenttothebathroomtopee.Iwenttotheclosetto

searchformybagIneededmyphone."you'reawake,

Ibroughtyoudinner"hesaidwalkinginsidetheroom

withatrayofdinnerinhishands.Ihadoffloaded

everythingthatwasinmybagonthebed."Haveyou

seenmyphone?"Iaskedafternotfindingitamong

thestuffonbed."Itook,Idon'tthinkyouneedto

haveit"hesaidputtingthetrayonthecoffeetable."

OfcourseIneedtohaveit,alotofpeoplemustbe

callingmeworriedly.Ialsoneedtocallmyparents"I

saidclearingthebed."Alotofpeopleincluding

DonatoFrancis?"Heaskedchucklingunbelievingly."

Howisitthathehasyournumber,hecallednot

oncenottwicebutaseveraltimes.'justtocheckon

you'.IhopeIdon'thavetokillsomeoneforwhat's

rightfullymine"hesaid."Isthatwhyyouwere

lookingatmesoweirdlyearlyinthekitchen?"I

asked.Hedidn'tanswermyquestion."Comeand

haveyourfood"hesaid,Iwalkedtowardshim.Iset

downonthecarpet,Infrontofthesmallcoffeetable.

Hewassittingonthecouch."Iwanttotryeating

myself"Isaidpullingthetraytowardsme."CanI

pleasehavemyphoneback?"Iaskedlookingathim.



"Idon'tthinkso,justfocusonyourrecovery.Idon't

wantyoubrowsingthroughsocialmedia.Focuson

yourphysicalwellbeing,I'mgoingtotakeabath"he

saidstandingup.Iateslowlybutsurely.Iwasstill

eatingwhenhecameoutofthebathroom30

minuteslater.Hehadatowelwrappedaroundhis

waistanddryinguphishairusinganotherone."

Howaremyparentsdoing"Iasked."Yourmother

calledtoday,hewantedtotalktoyoubutyouwere

sleeping.Ididn'twanttodisturbyou,yourfather

landedhimselfinhospital"hesaidsocasually."

Whatdoyoumean'landedhimselfinthehospital'.

Whathappenedtohim?"Iasked."He'sfine,hehad

troublebreathingafterwatchingthenewsabout

you."Hesaid."He'llgetdischargedinnotime"he

added."Iwonderhowhedoesit,howdoeshelive

withhimself?"Heasked."Whatdoyoumeanby

that?"Iaskedstandingupandpickingupthetray."

I'llgoandputthisinthekitchen"Isaidwalkingout."

I'llrunyousomebubblybath"hecalledoutafterme.

Iputthetraydown.Inoticedthatthetelevisionwas

replacedwithanewoneandthevaseswere

replacedtoo.Thesittingroomwasbackinorder."



Mommy,Papadidn'tgivememychocolate"Lorenzo

saidwalkinginsidethekitchen."Hedidn't?"Iasked.

Heshookhishead."Letmecheckinthesnacks'

shelve''Isaidalreadycheckingout."There'snoPS

inhere"Isaid."Let'sseewhatwehaveinthe

refrigerator"isaidopeningthefridge."Wehave

chocolatecake,wouldyoulikesome"Iasked

smilingathim.IknewthatPSwasirreplaceableto

him.Henoddedslowly."Ialsowantone,let'sdothis.

We'llcutthebiggestpieceandputsomefruitsina

bowlandacoupleofothersnacksinanotherbowl.

SitInfrontofthetelevisionandwatchMashaandthe

Bear"Isaidandhejumpedupanddown."Yey,yey"

hescreamed..

"YouthoughtaboutwhatIaskedyoutoo?"She

asked.Itwas9amandIwaswithmytherapist."I

did"Isaidlookingather."And?"Sheasked."My

answerstillremains"Isaid."I'mgoingtoneedyouto

betruetoyourselfMrsSalvatore"shesaidbutI

didn'tsayanything."Howwouldyoudescribeyour

relationshipwithyourfamily?"Sheasked."What

doesmyrelationshipwithmyfamilyhastodowith



mecommittingsuicide.Shouldn'tyoubeaskingme

whyIdidit"Iaskedsoangrily."Whyexactly,whydid

youdoit?"sheaskedsmiling,likeIhadjustshared

anamusingstorywithher."Afterthenewsabout

mebeingaformerprostitutecameoutIfeltsofed

upwithliving.Ifeltthatmylifewasruined,after

workingsohard.AfterallthehardshipsIhadgone

throughandthenthingshadtocomedown

crumbling"Isaidsighingsoftly."Whatmadeyou

changeyourmind,Imeanafterwakingupinthe

hospital?"Sheasked."Myhusbandchangedmy

mind,hetalkedsomesenseintome.Gavemeafew

reasonstoholdon.Ihavetobestrongforhimand

ourson"Isaid."Whataboutyourfamily,don'tyou

haveafamily?"Sheasked."Idohaveafamily,

weren'tthatclose.Don'tgetmewrongIlovemy

familybutnotinthesamewayIlovemyhusband

andson"Isaidlookingdown."Andwhyisthat?"She

asked."SometimesIfeellikemyfathermademe

sufferandtheywerethere.Welivedunderthesame

roofbuttheydidnothing.Imighthaveforgivenhim

butIcan'tforget.Thatpastwillalwaysbeahuge

partofme,wheneverthingsgowrongican'thelpbut



lookback"Isaidthentookadeepbreath."Earlieron

yousaidthatyourhusbandgaveyouareasonto

holdon,whatarethosereasons.Didn'tyouseethem

beforetakingthatrope,puttingitaroundyourneck.

Pushingawaythatchairandattemptingsuicide"she

asked,andthenthepicturesoftheeventcameas

freshastheycouldinmymind.Iwassoangry,angry

withmyselfandthewholeworld,angrywithlifeItself.

"Tothinkofit,IdidnotseeanyreasonwhyIshould

stayalive.Iwasangrywitheveryoneandeverything.

Iwasangrywithmyhusband,hepromisedto

protectme.Ifeltthathefailedto,Ididn'teventhink

ofLorenzo"Isaidtakingadeepbreath,Iwasinthe

vergeofcrying."Howdoesthatmakeyoufeellike?"

Sheasked."Guilty"Iansweredshortly."Whydoyou

feelguiltyCora?"Sheasked."Idon'tknow,Ifeel

guiltybecauseAlonzohasbeennothingbutgoodto

me,helooksaftermewithoutanycomplaints.Ican

beanagsometimesbuthejustsmilesandbrushit

off.AndLorenzo,I'mnothisbiologicalmotherbut

helovesmelikeIam.He'ssuchasweetlittleboy,I

lovehimtobitsbutIdidn'teventhinkabouthimthat

night...doesthatmakemeaselfishperson.AmIa



badperson?"Iasked."Takethis"shesaidoffering

meaboxoftissue.Itooktheboxandwipedaway

mytears,Ididn'tevenrealizethatIwascrying."I

wantyoutothinkaboutwhatyourfatherhasdoneto

you,ifit'sfaironyourfamily.Onyourhusbandand

child.Allthepeoplearoundyou,howit'sgoingto

affectyou.Ifyoudie,that'sitfortoday"shesaid

standingupandleaving.

[6/3,14:59]Lynne:Areyouokay?"Amandaasked

me.Iwasintheterracewithallmygirls.Including

Esihlewhowasquitequietformyliking.Ihadn't

seenherin5days.Ihadbeenfourdayssincethe

newsofmydisgracewentaroundtheworld.The

doctorunbandagedmyhandsinthemorning,"yeah

I'mfine"Isaidsighingheavily."I'mjusttiredand

feelingsleepy.AlonzoandIwatchedamovietill

midnight"Isaidbeforesippingonmycoffee.We

werehavingbeverages,"Esihle'sloveformemust

havedroppeddownaftershefoundoutaboutmy

past.IbetyouthinkI'mnogoodforyourbrother"I

saidlookingatheracrossthetable."No,it'snothing

likethat.Ofcoursenot,youmakehimhappy.Ifhe's



happythanI'mhappy.IholdnobeefwithyouCora''

shesaid,comingbacktoplanetearth.Itwaseither

shewaslyingorIwasjustimaginingthings."

SibonisocametoseemebutIhaven'tseenSandile"

Isaidfrowning."He'sbeenverybusylately,he

workshalfaday"shesaid.''Ohkay"Isaid."Tellhim

Isaid'Hi'.Andmotherin-lawtoo"Isaidsmiling."I'll

dothat"shesaidreturningthesmile."Anyways,the

dateofourinterviewhasbeendecided.Salvatore

willbeaccompanyingme."Isaiddivertingthetopic.

"Ohhthat'sgood.I'msofedupwithhavingtolisten

totheselifelessbitchstalkingshitaboutyou.Have

youseenwhattheyweresayingaboutyou?"Priya

saidsoundingsorelieved."Iwouldn'tknow,Ihave

nophone.Salvatoreischeckingeachandeveryone

ofmymoves.Whereverhehastogoout,hemakes

suretotaketheremotecontrolwithhim.Iam

clueless"Isaid."Youmean,youdon'tknow"she

askedsoloudly.Inodded,"anywayswhenisyour

interview?"Divyaasked."Thiscomingweek

Monday"Isaidcasually"IthinkIneedtoseewhat

peoplearesayingaboutmebeforeIgooutthereand

getslaughtered"Isaid,myeyesdartingbetweenAll



ofthem."Ifyourhusbandthinksthatyoushouldn't

seethesethingsthenyoushouldn't"siwesaid."

Comeonguys"Isaidlookingatthem.Theyshook

theirheadsno."Isitthatbad?"Iasked,heart

beatingupsofast."Letmesee"Isaidswiftly

retrievingPriya'siPhonefromherhands."Cora

don't—..."It'smylife,IthinkIdeservetoknowmore

thananyoneelseinhere"IsaidGoogle."Corait's

notgoodforyoutobereadingabouttheseawful

things"Amandasaidbutitwasalreadytoolate.

Therewereathousandsoftopics,sharedvideos,

commentsonthevideos.Ikeptonreading,opening

FacebookTwitterInstagramYouTubechannels

newspapers."Here'syourphone"Isaidsittingdown

anhourlater."AreyouOK?"Divyaasked."Why

wouldn'tIbe,I'mOK"Isaidfakingachuckle."Ineed

somemorecoffee,I'mgoingtomakemyselfacup

ofcoffee"Isaidstandingupandgoinginsidethe

house.Iwarmedupthecoffeeinthecoffeemaker

andpouredmyselfacup.

.

"Whyareyoucrying,whathappened?"Salvatore



askedinthemiddleofthenight.Iguesshemight

haveheardmysobbing.Hesaidthewordsandlights

switchedon.Ihadmybackonhim."Ilmiocuero

batte,whathappened?"Heasked,tryingtogetmeto

facehim."EverybodythinksthatIamalosewhore"I

said."Wheredidyougetthatfrom,whosaidthat?"

Heaskedsoundingsoangry."Isawitonthe

internet,IsawitSalvatore."Isaid."Don'tstress

aboutwhatotherpeoplethinkofyouratherworry

aboutwhatyouthinkofyourself.Theydon'tknow

you,peoplewillalwaysbepeople.Theydon'tknow

whentogetoff,we'llcleareverythingsoon.It'llblow

offandthey'llhaveanothervictimtogossipabout.

That'sjusthowtheworldis,fullofloserswhofind

amusementinotherpeople'spain.Don'tletthemget

toyou,OK?"Hesaid.Iwasinhisembrace.Inodded.

"Nowgetsomesleep,you'vegotbetterthingsto

worryaboutotherthanstupidpeople'scomments.

Gotosleep"hesaidputtingmebackdown."Sleep"

hesaidkissingmyforehead."Makelovetome"I

saidholdinghishead.Noquestionswereaskedhe

startedkissingme.Ineededadistractionfromall

thenonsense



[6/3,14:59]Lynne:Mondaymorning

.

"Itisyetanotherdayanothermorningtalkshow

withme,yourhost—CassieCameron.Weallhave

heardabouttheshockingnewsaboutMrSalvatore's

wife,ifyoudonotknowSalvatorewelltodayyouwill.

He'sthefounderandCEOofhotelParadisé,the

biggesthotelinSouthAfrica.Hehasafew

restaurantsandfewotherbusinesses.Allinallhe's

oneoftherichestyoungman.Andtodaywehave

himwithhiswifeCoraMaphumulowhomisrecently

famousforthepornvideosofhersharedaroundthe

country.MrandMrsSalvatorewelcometotheshow"

thehostsaid.ItwasMondaymorningandthankGod

itwasrainingandcold.Iwaswearingalonggrey

overcoat.Akneelengthblackdressandblackheels

alongwithblackgloves.Theydidagoodjobin

hidingmyhealingscars.Salvatorewaswearinga

blacktuxedo,andshoes.Myheartwaspounding

heavily."ThankyouCassieforhavingusCassie"

Salvatoresaid.Cassandrawasoneofhisceleb

friends.Whohadamorningtalkshow."I'm



delightedtohaveyoutwoasmyguest.Nowgetting

tobusiness..."Shehadgaveusaquestionbookof

whatwasgoingtobeasked.Iknewexactlywhatshe

wasabouttoask.Thecameraswererolling,live.We

weresittingontheoppositecouchtoher's."How

didyoutwomeet?"Sheasked,startingwiththeeasy

question,justtogetussettledandcomfortablebut

therewasnothingaboutourstorythatwassettling

orcomfortable.Everythingseemedextraandalmost

totheleveloffiction."MywifeandImetafewyears

back,inmypenthouse.It'saveryinterestingstory

actually,I'lllethertellit.She'sthebestatit,ilmio

cuerobattegoahead"hesaidsmilingatmebutI

knewhewasasmuchnervousasIwas.Ineversaw

thatcoming,Ithoughtofafewpossiblescenarios

whereagirlmeetsaguy.Butnothingcameintomy

mind,soIoptedforthetruth."Itwasonthe30thof

Junefouryearsago,Ireceivedamessagefrommy

rankmanagersaying.Ihadtomeetupwithaclient.

ShegavemeanaddressandIwasshockedtofind

outthatitwashotelParadisé.Iarrivedtherearound

6pm,oneofthegenatorstookmetohispenthouse.

Iwaswearingablackmask,Irememberhimasking



meifIwasinoneofthoseballroomdancingparties.

Iliedandsaidyes.Heleftmeatthedoor,Iknocked

andthevoiceinsidesaidImustcomein.Imade

myselfcomfortableonacouch.Hecameout15

minuteslaterwithatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist.

Iswearmyheartskippedabit,hewasthemost

gorgeousmenI'veeverseenandhissmilecaught

myeyes.Nothinglikethathaseverhappenedtome,

Ifeltsonotlikemyself.Heexcusedhimselfonce

again,Iheardhimtalkingonaphone.Istartedtoget

angry,Ijustwantedhimtogetitoverwith.Youknow,

whatIwastherefor.SowhenhecamebackIasked

himabouthiscondomsizeinanger.Hejust

chuckledandsaid'trustmeyoudon'twanttoknow'.

Tocutitshorthejustwantedastrangertotalkto

aboutthedivorcehewasgoingthrough."I

explainedlookingatthehost."Sohenevertried

anythingonyou''thehostaskedfrowning."Ifyou

areaskingifwehadsexualintercoursethenno,we

didn't.Wetalkeduntilweslept,thatwasnewtome.

HewasstillasleepwhenIwokeup,soIwrotehima

note.Idon'tknowwhybutIdid.Ithenleft"I

explained."WhatdidthenotesayMrSalvatore,I'm



surethepeoplewhoarewatchingthisshowright

nowareascuriousasIamtoknow"shesaid

gigglingabit."Thenotewaswritten;you'reagood

manMrSalvatoreanddon'tbothertryingtofindme

becauseyouwon't"Salvatoresaidchuckling

unbelievingly.AndIwaslike'likehellIwould'Igot

dressedandwenttowork"Thissoundsinteresting,

sohowdidyoutwomeetagainifshewassosure

youwouldn'tfindherandyouweren'tinterestedin

findinghereither?"Sheasked."Somethingbigger

thanmehappenedthatnight,shewasthefirst

womanwhowasabletomakemyheartskipafterso

manyyears.ImighthavebeenmarriedtoIsabella

whichIamsureyouallknowbutshewasn'tableto

dothat,weweremorelikefriendsthathusbandand

wife.Icaredforherandshereciprocated.WithCora

IfeltsomethingsIneverfeltbefore,soalive.She's

onefeistywomanifyoumustknow.SoIwentin

searchofherafteraweekoffeelinglikesomething

wasmissing.IttookmeamonthtofindherbutIdid

andwestarteddating"hesaid."Didn'titbotheryou

thatshewasaprostitute?"ShefinallyaskedandI

knewweweregettingdowntobusiness."Iwon'tlie



andsayitdidn't,itdid.Ifoundmyselfpayingtohave

hertomyselfforthewholetwomonths.Andwhen

shehadtogobacktoworkwefought.Ithoughtshe

wouldnotgobacktherebutshedidandIdidn'tlike

it.Ourliveshavenotbeentheeasyones.Wehadto

makeaplanforhertoescapethatlife,I'dnot

disclosethatwithyouthough"hesaid."OK,backto

youCora,howlonghaveyouworkedasaprostitute

andwhy.I'msurethatthisiswhatyouguysathome

havebeenwaitingfor"sheasked.Ishiftedonmysit

abit."Istartedworkingasaprostitute6yearsago.

AfterIranawayfromhome,Ilivedunderthebridge

foramonth.Ihadjustbeenchosenbyoneofthe

bestschoolsinSAwhichapparentlyhappenedtobe

hisfather'sschool.IusedtoliveinDurbanbefore

takingthebushere.Awomanofferedmeajob,I

wassoexcited.Soshetookmewithher,tookcare

ofmeforoneweekandthenintroducedmetoher

Boss.Whohappenstobetheownerofallthe

prostitutionranks.Theyforcedmetobecomea

prostitute"Isaidtakingadeepbreath."Doyouthink

thatyourbossistheonewhouploadedthosevideos

onYouTubeandotherInternetsites"sheasked."I



knowforafactthatheistheone.He'sone

dangerousmenandIwishthatallthewomenstill

workingunderhimcouldbesavedsomehow.Iknow

thatheprovidesfor'hisgirls'verywellbuthe

doesn'tofferawayout.There'snowayout.It's

eitheryoudieorheauctionyoutothehighestbidder.

Thecountrymustdosomethingaboutthisandthe

policemystopthisunlawfuldepartmentof

prostitution"Isaidfeelingsoenraged."OKguys,we

willbebackafterashortbreakwithsomefew

questionsfromTwitter"shesaidandthedirector

said"cut"

.

"We'reareback,ifyou'vejusttunedin.You're

watchingamorningshowwithCassieCameron.Our

guestsfortodayareamarriedcoupleweallknowby

now,MrandMrsSalvatore.Andit'stimeforfive

questionsfrommytwittingfriends.Thefirst

questionisfromGabrielD.itsays'Ipersonallywould

liketoknowwhyMrsSalvatorelefthome,lookingat

her.Sheseemslikeatroublesomewoman'whatis

youranswertothistwitCora?''thehostasked.She



hadatabletinherhands."It'sfunnyhowpeoplejust

lookatsomebody'soutershellandjustjudgethat

person.AnywaysthereasonwhyIlefthomeis

somethingIdidn'twanttosharewiththeworld

butyouaskedmesojudgingly.I'llhavetobringitup.

MostofthepeopleouttherethinksthatStreetkids

andotherpeoplelivingonthestreetsarejusttrouble

makerswholefthomebeforeofwhateverbad

reasonsmightbe,orwhateverbadthingstheymight

havedone.Forsomeofthemitislikethatbutfor

mostofthemit'stheopposite.AsforI,ilefthome

becauseIwasconstantlysexuallyabusedby

someonewhowassupposedtoprotectmeagainst

thecruelworldbutheendedupbeingcruelhimself.

He'dsneakinmyroomwitheverychancehegot.For

yearsIhadtoendurethis.EversinceIturned13I

becamehissextoy.I'llnotdisclosehisidentitywith

youbuthewassomeoneItrustedeventhoughour

relationshiphasneverbeengoodbutIstilltrusted

him.HeblamedmeforsomethingIwasn'tcapable

ofdoing.ButthegoodthingisIforgavehimandI

amtryingeverydaytoforgetaboutthatpartofmy

past"Isaidthesighed."FromwhereIamsittingyou



soundlikeakindandStrongwoman.You'vebeen

throughalotitseems.Thenextquestionisfrom

Queenlerato,'what'sthenameofthedepartment

ownerifthereisone?"Sheasks.That'snotavery

nicequestioncomingfromanotherwoman."She

saidshakinghishead."Imighthaveananswerfor

leratoCassie...ifshedoesn'thaveanythingelseto

askwhydoesn'tshejustkeepquietandlisten.

That'smyanswertoyouleratoifyou'rewatching"

Salvatoresaid,soundingsocoolbutangry."Well

youhearditforyourselfQueenlerato.Thenext

questionisfromMrsZulu,itmoreofastatement

thanaquestion.Shesays'IpersonallyknowCora

andherhusband.AlthoughIthoughtshehaddied

butafterwatchingthisshowInowunderstand.She

usedtoliveacrossthestreetfrommyhouse,she's

suchagoodhumanbeing.Wewenttochurch

togetherI'dliketoknowwhatcourseshe'sdoing.

Sinceshewenttoschool'what'syouranswertoMrs

Zulu/formerneighborCora"sheasked."It'snice

hearingfromyouMrsZulu"Isaidsmiling."WellI'm

takingadegreeingynaecology,I'mdoingmythird

yearrightnow."Iadded."Wellisn'tthatjust



impressivepeople.I'dliketoknowhowdidyoudoit,

jugglingbetweenyourclientsandschoolmust've

beenveryhard"Cassieask."Therankmanagergave

ushalvethedaytoourselvesandIwenttoschool

whiletheotherswenttodotheirnailsandhairand

wenttosleep.Iusedtosleepforlike4hoursour

less.Somedayswerehard,Ifeltlikegivingupbut

keptongoing.IknewIhadtogetoutofthehell

wholeonewayortheother"Isaidsmiling.The

questionskeptoncoming.ItwasnotasbadasI

thoughtitwouldbe."Wellthat'sit,we'vecometo

theendoftheshow.You'vehearditfromthehorse's

mouth,Ihopeyou'dstopjudginghernow,since

you'veheardhersideofthestory.Aswoman,we

mustunitandfighttogetherandnotagainsteach

other.IhopetheSACPcatchestheLordofthe

prostitutiondepartmentandherotsbehindjailand

theotherwomenaresavedtoo.WeasSouth

Africansmustfightagainstthesecriminals,thisis

somethingclosertoHumantrafficking.Whoeveris

behindthisvileringmustbestopped...MrSalvatore

anylastwordsfromyou?"Sheaskedafteralecture.

"Idon'tcarewhatpeoplethinkorsay.Ilovemywife"



hesaidsqueezingmyhand."Wellyou'veheardthe

man.Formoretweetaboutthetopicoftodaymy

Twittingaddressisonthescreen.Thankyou

watchingnowI'dliketoloveandleaveyou.Seeyou

tomorrowmorningonmorningshowwithCassie

Cameron.GoodmorningSouthAfrica"shesaidthen

blewalotofkissesInfrontofthecamera.

16hrs·Public

[6/3,14:59]Lynne:Page67

Cora'spov

.

"youremembereverysingledetailofourfirst

meeting"hesaidassoonasRobdroveoutofthe

buildingwhereourinterviewwas."ofcourseido.It

hasn'tbeenthatlong"isaidsmiling."fouryearsisa

longtimecora"hesaidholdingmyhandintohis."

youmeanthatyoudon'tremember?"Iaskedstaring

athim."idobutineverthoughtyoudidandthattoo

soexactly"hesaid."shatwasiwearingthen?"I

askedleaningonhisshoulder."ashortredskirt,

blackthighhighboots,askimpytopandanovercoat



whichwas"hesaid."I'mgoingtospareyoujustthis

onetime,youforgotthecolourofmycroptopand

overcoat"isaidsnugglingclosertohisshoulder."

I'mnotgettinganyyounger,mymemoryisn'tas

muchasyoursis"hesaidchuckling."ohplease,

that'sjustanexcuse."Isaidgiggling."it'safact

though"hesaid."youlookmuchmuchyoungerto

me,youlook26-27"isaidlookingathim."speaking

ofageandallwhataretheplanslikeforyour37th

birthday?"Iasked."ohhh...iwantsomethingsmall

orbetteryetnothingatall"hesaidthoughfully."

sincewhendoyoulikesmallthings"iasked

frowning."sinceirealizedtheimportanceoffamily,

it'snicetodosomethingthat'sheartfeltandintimate.

Iwantsomethinglikethatwedidforlorenzo"he

said."andhowisthisgoingtobenefittheNGOand

orphanage?"Iasked."I'mgoingtothinkof

something"hesaidsmiling."wecouldthrowagrand

partyevery24thofdecemberwherealltherich

enoughpeoplewouldbeinvited."Isuggested."iwas

thinkingofsomethinglikethattoo."Hesaidlooking

outsidethewindow."youknowthatyour

bodyguardsaregoingtostartprotectingyoudirectly



fromnowonright?"Hesaid.Thatwasnew,"why?

Theyweredoingjustfineundercover.They

protectedmeagainstthepaparazzithatdayso

perfectly."Isaid.Theideaofhavingpeoplefollowing

mearounddidn'tsitwellwithme."pleasedon'tbe

likeninatoo"

[6/3,15:00]Lynne:Hesaidsighingheavily."whatdo

youmeanbythat?"Iaskedfrowning."she'salso

pullingafeet,shetriedtododgeherbodyguards.

Shedoesn'twantthemfollowingheraround"hesaid,

ididn'tevenknowthatNinahadbodyguards."ohh"i

saidsinkingbackintheseat."didisaysomething

wrong?"Heasked."notatall,soyouassigned

bodyguardstoguardNinaandI'monlyfindingout

aboutthisnow"isaidlookingathim.Hesighed

softly."igetit.Ishould'vetoldyouaboutit.It'sjust

thatyouhadalotinyourplate,ididn'twanttoadd

uptothat,sorry"hesaidthenkissedmyhand."I'm

yourwife,beforemakinganybigdecisionspleaselet

meknowtoo.Nomatterhowoccupiedimayseem."

Isaidcalmly.

.



Robopenedthedoorforusandwegotout.Itwas

stillrainingirushedinsidethehouse."icouldusea

cupofhotchocolate"hesaidaswewalkedinside

byside."I'llmakeyousome"isaidwalkinginside

thekitchen.Imadetwocupsofhotchocolate,put

biscuitsonaplateandcarrieditupstairswherehe

was,ibumpedintopetuniaonmywaythere."good

morningma'am"shesaid."fromCoratoma'am,

we'reupgradinghey?"Isaidchuckling."HiPand

stopgettingsoformalwithme.You'reliketheolder

sisterineverhad.Where'slorenzobytheway?"I

askedsmiling."I'vejustputhimtobed,hehasbeen

cryingforyoutheentiremorning"shesaid."my

poorchild"isaidfeelingsoemotional."letmego

andgetthelaundrydone,excuseme"shesaid

walkingdownstairs."I'llseeyouaround"isaid

walkingupstairs."idon'tcarejustfixit,iCAN'Tlose

khannatoo.He'smybiggestinvestor"ifound

Salvatoresnappingonthephone."you'remylawyer

George.Threatentosuehimorsomething"hesaid

thenhungup."what'sthematter"iaskedputtingthe

trayonthebed."great,mychocolateishere"hesaid

takingacupandwalkingouttotobalcony."what's



thematterJoaquin"iaskedhugginghimfrom

behind.

[6/3,15:00]Lynne:Hetookadeepbreath,ifelthis

chestriseandfall."I'vebeenlosingclientsever

sincethescandalhasbeenoutandthenoneofmy

investorspulledoutandnowanotherbigonewants

topullout.Theshare'svalueisdecreasingdaily.I

don'tknowwhattoCora"hesaidsoundingso

defeated."I'msorry...iwishicouldfixyourproblem

likeyoualwaysfixminebutihavenoclueabout

business"isaidlettinggoofhim.Iwalkedback

insidetheroom,isetdownonbebedaftertakingoff

myovercoat.Ihadmyhotchocolateandbiscuits,

tryingtothinkthingsthrough.Mytherapysession

wasscheduledfor4pmthatday.Hecamebackin

afterawhile."I'llbebackinafewhours"hesaid

puttinganemptycuponatray."whereareyou

going?"Iaskedworried."ineedtofixafewthings"

hesaidthenwalkedoutoftheroom,iwasleft

dumbfounded.Ihadmybiscuitsalongwithhis.

Changedintomycomfortabletracksuitsandwentto

putthetraydownstairs.Idecidedtostartpreparing



forlunchItwas10ambytheway.Iwasgoingto

orderpizzafordinner.Twohourslateriwasdone,

hewasn'tbackyet."mommy"iheardlorenzosayas

iwaswalkingupstairs."babylore,you'refinally

awake"isaidsmilingandwalkingtowardshim."i

missedyouboyboy"isaidpickinghimup."whydid

youleavemebehindmommy"hesaidsulking."you

werestillsleeping,ididn'twanttodisturbyoursleep"

isaidpullinghischeek."auntPtellsmethatyou've

beencryingforthemorning"isaidinaquestioning

manner."she'slying,iwasn'tnotcrying.Idon'tcry,

I'mgrown"hesaid."iknewshewaslying,you

wouldn'tcrynowwouldyou.Itwouldbeso

embarrassingtofindagrownmanlikeyoucrying"i

saidkiddingly.Iwalkedintomyroom,"sitrighthere,

I'mgoingtotakeashower.I'llbebackinafew

minutesokay"isaid,henodded.Ifreshnedupand

woremytracksuitbackon.

[6/3,15:00]Lynne:Wehadlunch,itwasjustpetunia

andthetwoofus.Bythewaysalvatore's

grandparentswentbacktofrancetwodaysago.His

motheronlycametoseemeonceeversincethings



turnedupsidedown.Iwasstudyinginthemy

therapistcamebyandwehadoursessionwhich

wasnotsointenseasthefirstandthesecondand

thethirdone.Shewasastraighttalkerandididn't

likeherbutiwasfeelingbetteremotionallydayby

day.Itooktwohourstospareformybooks.

.

"Oneisme

Twoisears

ThreeisABC

Fourisarmsandlegs

Fiveishands

Sixisparentsandgrandparents

Sevenisaweek

Eightisadohraymefahsohlahtedoh

Nineistheplanets

Tenisfingersandtoes

Elevenismybrother



Twelveisthemonthsoftheyear

Thirteenis...idon'tknow

Theend...goodnight"isaidkissinghisforehead

afterreadinghimashortbedtimestory.Hewasn't

asleepyetbutgettingthere."mommy..."hecalled

outformeasiwasonmywayout."mhhh"isaid

walkingbacktohisbedside."whyisPapanothere

tonight?"Heasked."Papahasalotofbusinessesto

takecareof.Papahastowork.Gotosleep,he'llbe

herewhenyouwakeup"isaid."goodnight

mommy"hesaidthenclosedhiseyes."goodnight

baby"isaidthenwalkedoutofhisroom.

[6/3,15:00]Lynne:Iwentintomyroomandtook

quickshower.Woremylongnightdressandpanties

thengotundercovers.Ifellasleepassoonasihit

thebed.Iwaswokenupbysomethingcoldtouching

andthigh,whenIopenedupmyeyeshewasthere

raisingupmynightdress."heyyou'reback"isaid

lookingathimathim.Heseemedsostressedand

distant.Isetupstraight,heattackedmewithakiss.

Holdingmyneckwhilehishandwasbusytryingto

takeoffmynightdress.Hehadatowelwrapped



aroundhiswaist.Hishairdump,iguesshehadjust

cameoutoftheshower.Ihelpedhimtakeitoff.He

wassittingontheedgeofthebed.Igotoutofbed

andsetontopofhim.Afterremovinghistowel.We

startedkissing,hewaskindofroughthatnight.He

pulledmypentiesonthesideandstartedrubbing

mybudwhileiwaskissinghisneck.Heflippingme

underandiwaslyingonmybackassontheedgeof

thebed.Withoutanywarninghepenetratedintomy

valleyoffire.Iwincedinpain,imeaniwasn'twet

enoughforhimtopenetrateplushisdickisbig.He

startedmovinginandoutuntilIgotwetbutithurt.

Therewasnoforeplaythatnight.Hefuckedmehard,

therewasamixtureofpainandpleasurebutthe

painwasgreater.Hehadmylegontopofhis

shoulder.Hemademebendoverandtappeditfrom

behind.Mybudwasthrobbing.Ihadmyorgasm,he

wasn'tthereyet.Hecontinueduntilhecum.He

pulledout,ifelthisjuicesflowingdownmythighs.

HetookthetowelwipedhimselfandthenI."good

night"hesaidrhenwenttohissideofthebedand

slept.Iwentintothebathroomtookoffmywet

pentiesandpeed.Somethingdidn'tfeelrightabout



whatjusthappened.Igotundertheshowerand

showered,woremypyjamasandwenttobed.Ifell

asleepafterwhatseemedlikeeternityofstaringat

him.Hewasasleepwhenicameoutofthe

bathroom.

.

Iwokeuparound8ambutdidn'tgetoutofbed.He

wasn'ttherewheniwokeup.Itookmyphonefrom

thesidestand

[6/3,15:01]Lynne:Andcheckedmythecomments

aboutabouttheinterview,thingswerereallyturning

around.People'sopinionswerechanging.Some

wereapologizingforinsultingme.Noteverybody

wasonmysidebutmostofthecommentswere

good.Atleastihadsomethingpositivetolook

forwardto."imadeyoubreakfast"hesaidwalking

insidetheroomwithatrayofbreakfastinhishands.

"I'mgoingtotakeashower"isaidgettingoffthe

bedandrushinginthebathroom.Itooka30

minutesshower,wrappedatowelaroundmybody.

HewassittingonthecouchwhenIwalkedbackin

theroom.Iwentinfrontofthedressingtableand



moisturisedmybody."I'msorryforhurtingyoulast

night"hesaidstandingbehindme.Igotstartledabit,

imust'vebeenintodeepinmythoughts.Icontinued

moisturizingmybodyslowlywhilelookingathim."

I'msorryilmiocureobatte"hesaidputtinghis

handsonmyshoulders.Ifeltshiversrunningdown

myspine.Hegavemegoosebumps.Ilookedathim

throughthemirror,"youtookoutyourfrustrationon

me,icouldn'trecogniseyoulastnight.Whywould

youdothat,youmademewishihadadicksothati

couldpenetrateintoyourdrypussy"isaidsoupset.

Iheardhimchuckle."what'sfunny?"Iaskedturning

around."nothing...it'sjustthatanimageofyouwith

adickcrossedmymind,icouldn'thelpmyself."He

saidtryingtoholdinlaughter."itmustbenice

havingadick"isaidwalkingtowardsthecloset."

Corait'snothinglikethat.I'mreallysorry,ididn't

meantohurtypulikethat."Hesaidfollowingme

around."youdidn'tonlyhurtmephysicallybut

emotionallytoo.Youhurtmyfeelingsandnowyou're

laughingaboutit.Doyouknowhowcheapifelt

whenyouwipedmeandthensaidgoodnight."I

askedsearchingthroughmyclothesuntilifoundmy



blackjumpsuit.Idroppeddownthetowel."ididn't

meantohurtyourfeelingslikethat.I'mtrulysorry"

hesaid."it'sallgood,I'mgoingtoforgiveyouevent..

[6/3,15:01]Lynne:Eventually.Sowhynotgetitover

anddonewith"isaidputtingonmyundergarments

andthenmyjumpsuit."I'mreallysorry,ishouldn't

havetakenoutmyfrustrationsonyou.Ipromiseyou

itwon'teverhappenagainandidon'twantyouto

forgivemeforthesakeofjustdoingit.Iwantyouto

forgivemebecauseyoufeellikeit"hesaidthen

walkedoutofthecloset.Iworemynewsleepers

andgotoutofthecloset.Thetrayofbreakfastwas

stillthereonthebed.Inoticethattherewasanote

andasingleredrose."midispiase(I'msorry)"the

notewaswritten.Ipickedupthetrayandwalked

downstairswithit.Ifoundhimandlorehaving

breakfastaroundthekitchenisland.Iopenedupthe

dustbinandputstupidbreakfastinside.Washedthe

glassofjuicedownthedrain.Hewaswatchingme

theentiretime.Ithenmademyselfcornflakes."eat

withusmommy"lorenzosaidsmiling."ifidothati

mightlosemyappetite.There'ssomethingican't



standinthiskitchen"isaidlookingatSalvatore.He

staredbackatme."anyways...whydon'tyoujoinme

inthesittingroom.Wecouldwatchcartoonsthere"i

saidsmilingatlorenzo."Papamayigo"heasked

tryingtogetoffthehighchair."Enzofinishyour

breakfastfirstandthenyoucango"hesaidso

firmly.Lorenzosetbackdownsulking."I'llbe

waitingforyou"isaidwalkingtothesittingroom.I

hadmybreakfastwhilewatchingthenewsandthen

thenthedoorbellrang.Iwalkedtowardsthedoor

andopenedup.Twopoliceofficerswerestanding

there."we'reareheretoseemrsSalvatore"oneof

themsaidwithoutwastingtime."thatshouldbe

me"isaidlookingathim."wehaveafewquestions

toaskyou"hesaid."surecomein"isaidopening

thedoor.IsawSalvatorestandingbehindmeas

soonasiturnedaround."caniseeyourIDsofficers

"hesaid.Theyshowedhim."wehaveafew

questionstoaskyouregardingtheinterviewthat

tookplaceyesterdaymorning."

[6/3,15:02]Lynne:Oneoftheofficerssaid."mywife

hasgotnothingtosay"Salvatoresaidbeforeicould



saysomething."ifyoucooperatethenwewillbe

outofhereinnotime.BythewayI'mdetective

Jonesandthisisofficersimelane."Hesaid

extendinghishandsforahandshake."ithinkwe're

goingtoneedourlawyer."Salvatoresaidwalktaking

outhisphone."canispeakwithmyhusbandin

private,excuseus"isaidpullingSalvatoretowards

thekitchen."whatisit?"Heaskedfrowning."ithink

ishouldjusttellthemeverythingiknow"isaid."

that'snothappening.Oncehe'scaughtthenthey'll

putyouonstandingasawitnessagainsthim.He'll

trytogethismantowipeyouout.Thiswilldragon

andon"hesaid."iwantmyjusticesalvatore.Thisis

theonlywayhe'severgonnagetoutofourlives.

We'llbefreewithhimbehindthebars."Isaid."we

couldstilldothismyownway.Killhimonceandfor

all"hesaid,iwasagainstthatidea."andhave

anotherperson'sbloodwritteninyourhands.Idon't

wantthat,idon'tlikeitwhenyougoagainstthelaw.

Youknowthat,let'sjustdothisthelegalway."Isaid

sighingheavily."butpromisemeonething...when

theyaskyouaboutyourdeathjustdenydenydeny"

hesaidandinodded.Wewalkedbacktotheofficers.



"youcanstartasking"isaidfakingasmile.

.

"iheardthatbutwhat'shisname?"Officersimelane

asked.Itwas10minuteslater.Andtheyhadasked

mealotofquestions."likeisaididonotknowhis

name.AlliknowisthattheycallhimTheDon."i

saidsighingsoftly."doyouhappentoknowwhat

hisfacelookslike?"DetectiveJonesasked."yesi

do"iasnsweredshortly.Ihadtoldthemeverythingi

knewaboutthedepartment.Whenandwhere

everythinggoesdown."afewyearsagothebuilding

whereyouusedtoliveburntdownandtherewasa

corpsefoundthere.Weassumedthatitwasyou.

Whatexactlyhappenedthere"officersjonesasked.

[6/3,15:02]Lynne:"idon'tknowwhathappened

really.Iwentdowntheretpfetchsomeofmystuff

andthenigotbackhere.Iwaslivingwithmy

husbandatthemoment.Wheniwentbacktherea

weeklaterifoundthebuildinginashes"isaid

lookingathimathimathimathimintheeyes."how

didyougetbackhomeMrsSalvatore?"Officer

simelaneasked."ifetchedher"salvatoreanswered



first."that'sintresting,howisitthatnooneever

spottedyouaroundthere"officerjonessaid

sarcastically."idon'tcarewhatyouthinkbutiwas

there"Salvatoresaidchuckling."oneofthe

neighbourstoldusthathesawyouwithcutsonyour

hands.Mindexplainingthat?"Jonesasked."cuts?,i

don'tseehowthathastodowithallthequestions

you'reherefor.Nowifyou'dexcusemeihavealot

ofthingstodo"isaidstandingup."ofcourse,

here'smycontactnumber.Callmeifyousomething

crossesyoumind.Thankyouforyourcooperation"

officersimelanesaidstandingup.Inoddedand

thentheyleft,"ihatesuprises.Ihavetospeakwith

thesecuritiesinchargeaboutthis"hesaidclenching

hisjaws."There'snothingtoworryabout.Nowthat

theDonhasgotpoliceonhistail,he'llforgetabout

usforawhile"isaidstandingupandwalking

towardsthekitchen."thisisgoingtoendupbadly"

hesaid."it'sbetterthiswaySalvatore.Ican'thave

yougoingtowarandriskingyourlife.Istillneedyou

andyoursonneedsyou,whatifsomethinghappens

toyou"isaidopeningtherefrigeratorandtakingout

abottleofjuice."saythatagain"hesaidholdingme



frombehind.Iclosedtherefrigerator."yourson

needsyou"isaidfrowning."notheotherpart"he

said."ineedyou?"Iaskedtakingoutaglassand

pouringmyselfjuice.Hewaskissingmyback,"i

haven'tforgivenyouforwhatyoudid.Sokeepyour

handstoyourself"isaidwalkingaway.Hewasleft

gagging.

[6/3,15:02]Lynne:Page68

Cora'sPOV

.

Ihadasessionwithmytherapistaround4pmagain.

SalvatorewaspreparingdinnerwhenIwalkedoutof

thelibrary.IfoundLorenzoinhisroomplayingwith

histoys."Heybuddy"Isaidsittingdownonthe

carpet."OnlyDadcallsmebuddy"hesaidthrowing

himselfonmylap."Ouch,thathurts"Iscreamed

whining."Sorrymom''hesaidstandingupand

lookingsoguilty."Ouchouchouch,Ithinkyoubroke

mythigh.Awe!"Iscreamedrollingonthefloor."

Don'tcryMommy,I'msorry"hesaidbrushingmy

hairandshushingme."Awe!Ineedadoctor.



Somebodycalladoctor,I'mdying"Iscreamed,he

startedcrying."Sorrymommy,don'tcry,please

don'tcry"hesaid,heranoutsidetheroombeforeI

knewit."Lorenzo,I'mjustkidding"Icalledoutbut

hedidn'treturnback.Icouldn'thelpbutlaughout

loud."Whathappened?"IheardSalvatoreasked.I

turnedaroundtolookatthem.Helookedlikehehad

beenrunning."Mommyiscrying,she'shurtPapa"

Lorenzosaidholdingontohisfather'sleg."Ouch!

Ouch.Loreyoubrokemythigh"Istartedcryingand

rollingdown."Reallynow?"Heaskedarmsfolded

aroundhischest."Somebodycalladoctor"I

screamed,buthesawthroughmyactingunlikethe

scaredLorenzowhowasgrabbingontighttohis

father'sleg."StopscaringthekidCora,growup

marn"hesaid."Whatever,mythighwasreally

brokenthough"Isaidrollingmyeyes."AndnowIt's

magicalrepaired?"Heaskedhuffing."Well,miracles

dohappen.Youjusthavetobelieve,havealittle

faithinGod.TheBiblesaysthatthosewho—..."Ohh

pleasesparemethepreaching.Ithinkit'sabouttime

youwentbacktochurch.You'regoingcrazy...it'sOK

Buddy.Yourinsanemotherherewasjustpullinga



prankonyou.She'snotreallyhurt.Shewas

pretendingtobe,justtoscareyou."Heexplained

kneelingdown."Somommywaslying?"Heasked

andSalvatorenodded."Eldersdon'tlieLorenzo,they

twistthetruthjustalittle.Teacherthekidsome

mannersSalvatore"Isaid."OhshutupCora.Ifmy

potsgetburnt,IswearIamgoingtomakeyoufeel

theheat"hesaidthenrushedout."Whatever,What

kindofachefgetshispotsburntanyways"Icalled.

Lorenzowasstillstandinginthesameposition."

Heyboyboy,don'tbesosad.Iwasjustpullingyour

leg.Itwasajoke.Igotcharight"Isaidwalking

towardshim."I'mgoingtomyPapa"hesaidfolding

hisarmsandleaving."HeyLorenzo,I'msorry"Isaid

sighingheavily.BadjokeIguess.Andthenmyphone

rang,"ThisisMrsSalvatore,howcanIhelpyou?"I

answeredwithoutlookingatthecallerID."Hey!

Don'tbeforwardwithme"mothersnappedonthe

otherend."OhhMom,I'msorry.Howhaveyoubeen

keepingup?"Iaskedclearingmythroat."Sounds

likesomebodyisinagoodmoodtoday"shesaid

ignoringmyquestion."Life'stooshorttobelivedin

sadness.Agirl'sgottagetupandpickupthepieces"



Isaidsighingsoftly."Isawthenews,seemsthe

countryhasgotsomethinggoodtosayaboutyou.

Peopleareinspiredbyyourstrugglesandthrives"

shesaid."OhIhaven'tseenthat"Isaidsurprise."It

wasjustahighlightoftweetsandFacebook

commentsonyourstory."Shesaid."Howareyou

keepingupwithallthisscandalboilingup"she

asked."Ihaven'treallybeenonsocialmediaor

watchingthenewslately.IguessI'mavoidingthis.

I'mstillaliveandtryingtolive,I'mfinebesidebeing

angrywithAlonzo."Isaidtakingadeepbreathin."

Whathappened,whatdidyoudo?"Sheasked."AmI

thatmuchofatroublemakermom?.Whywouldyou

thinkthatididsomething?''Iaskedfrowning."

You'vealwaysbeenatroublemakerCora...whatever

itisjustfixit."Shesaid."Don'tactallblackonme.

Gettingmarriedtoablackmanhasturnedyour

senseofmentalityupsidedown."Isaid."Whatdo

youmean?.Andyoudon'tgettotalktomeinthat

manner.I'mstillyourmother"Shesaid."Imean

exactlywhatyoujustdidnow.Anywayshowarethe

twins"Iaskedsighingsoftly."Thosetwohardly

comehome.Universityisdrivingthemcrazy.I



suspectthatyoursisterhasaboyfriend"shesaid

makingmelaugh."Arewereallygossipingright

now?"Iaskedchucklingunbelievingly."LookIgotta

go,Ihaveamadpatienttolookafter"shesaidthen

hungbeforeIcouldsaygoodbye.Ismiledlookingat

myphone.Iwaskindaofbored.Idecidedtotakea

walkinthegardenoutsidewhileplayingmusicon

myheadphones.Trustmethatthereisgoodtherapy

togetridofanykindofboredom.Itclearedmymind

justgood.Ididn'tevenrealizethatIhadspentan

hourtherejustsittingonthebenchandlookingatall

differentkindsofflowers.Thetreeswereperfectly

trimmedthegroundclearedupperfectly.The

fountainrunningsobeautifully.Itwasstartingtoget

darksoIdecidedtogobackinside.Itwas6pm,I

watchedtelevision.Nobodywasaround.Lorenzo

must'vebeenupstairsinourroomwithhisdad.I

waschattingwithmyfriendswhilewatching

televisionorratheritwaswatchingme.Anhourlater

Iwentupstairstotakeabath,Alonzowasnotinthe

room.Itookaquickbathwrappedatowelaround

mybody,assoonasIgotoutLorenzowalkedinwith

ablackboxtiedwitharedribbon."What'sthat?"I



askedwalkingtowardshimandkneelingdowntohis

level."It'syourgiftfrommyPapa"hesaidsocutely.

Iopenedtheboxitwasalittlereddress,itlooked

exquisite.Ipickeditupandadmireditthenputback

in."TellyourPapathatI'llnotbeboughtwith

expensivegifts.Takethisbacktohim"Isaidclosing

thebox."Papasaidthatifyoudonotwearthis,I

alsowillnotforgiveyou"hesaid,Iswearmyeyes

openwidely."Isthatso,willyounotforgiveyour

mother?.Ithoughtwewerepassedthatpointbythe

way.Ithoughtyouforgaveme"Isaidpullinghis

cheeksbutheyankedmyhands."ForgivemyPapa

thenI'llforgiveyou.UncleMbuthowouldsay'it'sa

fairdeal'.''hesaid."Ain'tyoutoosmartforathree

yearoldtoddler?.Iwonderifyoutakeafteryour

dumbfatherorme.He'sactingsmartwithmethese

days"Isaidthinkingoutloud."He'swaitingforinon

theroof.Goodnightmommy"hesaid,kissedmy

cheekthenranout."Heywait—"Icalledoutbuthe

wasalreadygone."Justgreat"Isaidsighingheavily

andpickingupthebox."What'shetryingtodo?"I

wasbusytalkingtomyself.AnywayIworethedress

afterputtingonmyredundergarments,fixedmyhair



andputonsomepowderandlipglossandred

bottoms.30minuteslaterIwasdone.Iwalkedto

therooftop.HestoodupassoonasIwalkedthere.

Therewasaromanticdinnersetupfortwo."What's

up?''Iaskedstandingup."Pleasehaveasit"hesaid

openingachairforme."Therearemosquitoesout

here,I'mfeelingsleepyandtiredandhungry.What's

allthis"Isaidopeningthecorncurvedglasswhich

wascoveringmyplateoffood."I'mstarving"Isaid

diggingin."Ain'tyougonnaeat"Iaskedeating,mind

youIwasusingmyownhandsinsteadofaforkand

knifethatwasInfrontofme."Youdidthatonour

firstmealtogether"hecommentedstaringatme,he

wassmiling."Youshouldtryitsometimes,it'sfab"I

saidpouringmyselfaglassofjuice."Idid,

remember?.Itwasawful"hesaidsmiling.That

thousanddollarsmile."Cora"hesaidsoundingso

serious,Ilookedathim."I'msorry"hesaid.Ijust

staredathim."I'mgoingtobehonestwithyou,I

don'tknowhowthisisgoingtocomeouttoyoubutI

amgoingtosayitanyways.Apartofmeblamedyou

fortheissuesI'mfacingrecentlyinmybusiness.I

triedsohardtoignoreit,Ihadalittlebitofalcohol



beforeIdrovebackhome.Iguessaportionofme

wantedtomakeyoupay.Youdon'tdeservewhatI

didandforthatIamsorry"hesaidthensighedlike

hewasrelievedtohavesaidthat."IthinkIforgave

youthefirsttimeyouapologised.WhenyouputIt

likethat,IthinkIwouldblamemetooifIwereyou.

It'sentirelymyfault"Isaidsighingheavily."Iforgive

youandIhopeyoudotoo.Youmustbelosingalot

ofcashduetomydisgrace"Isaid."There'snothing

toapologizefor,I'mtheonewhoshouldbe

apologizing.I'mabadhusband,Imeanwhodoes

thattotheirwives"hesaidlookingup."There'sno

needtobeatyourselfupaboutit,everyoneofushas

thatbadside.Wejustneedtolearntocontrolit,letit

notovertakethegoodone...Iforgiveyoubutifyou

everdothatagainthenI'llbeforcedtocutoffyour

dickandgrillit.IswearIwill,Iwillnotbeoneof

thosewomenwhogetsabusedandkeepquietabout

it.Overmydeadbody,I'llchop—..."OK,Igotthe

messageclearandprecise.Canweeatnow,thedick

choppingthingyiskindadisgusting"hesaidraising

hishandsup."Iwasjustsayingthatyourdickwould

lookgoodinoven—..."Corapleasestop"hesaid,I



justlaughed."OkayI'llstopbutbeforethat,how

manypeopledoyouthinkwouldgetapieceofyou

dick.Iwasthinkingmaybe7or8"Iaskedsolemnly.

Hejuststaredatme,eyebrowsraised."OKfine,I'm

stopping"Isaidlaughingoutloud."Iwasthinkingof

goinghomefortheleftfourdaysandcomingback

onSundaymorning''Isaidafterawhileofsilence."

Areyouaskingmeortellingme"heaskedglaringat

me."ShouldIbeaskingyou?"Iaskedeyebrows

raised."Idon'tknow,Isn'tthatwhatmarriedwomen

do?"Heaskedfrowning."Ohkay,canIvisitmy

parentsforthenextfourday,myhusband?"Iasked

slowlyputtingtheglassdownandlookingathim."

ThatsoundsmorelikeitbutIthoughtwerewere

goingtocelebratemybirthdaytogether.It'sfine,you

cango.I'lljustcutthecakeandeatitallalone."He

saidleaningbackonhissit."Ohhyourbirthday!...I

almostforgot.Sorry,butIcangotomorrowmorning

andcomebackonFriday.Yourbirthdayison

Saturday,soit'sallgood"Isaid,feelingsobad.Who

forgetstheirhusbandsbirthday?.Ijustwantedtoget

outoftownforalittlewhileandhomeseemedlikea

goodplacetodoso.AbreathoffreshairwaswhatI



needed."Hello!Hello!...Iamtalkingtoyou"Iheard

himcalloutforme."Ohsorry,whatwereyou

saying"Isaidcomingbacktoearth."What'sonyour

mind"heaskedlookingsoconcerned."Iwasjust

thinking,maybeIshouldtakeLorealong."Isaid

sighing."Aslongasthebodyguardswilltagalong.

It'sfinebyme"hesaidsippinghiswine."Thankyou"

Isaidsmilingfaintly."Don'tlosemysonoverthere.

Alwayskeepyoureyesonyou"hesaidsolemnly."

It'sourson,not'mine'butour"Isaid."Gotthat"he

said."Icoulduseaglassofwine"Isaidpouring

myselfaglass."Cora,youknowhowyougetonce

you'redrunk"hesaidsighingheavily."Youcan

handleme"Isaidsipping."Iwonderwhat'llbe

writtenonmygiftthisyear"hesaid."Relax,I'mnot

gettingyouanygiftthisyear"saidchuckling."No

writtenwatch?"Heasked.Inodded."Doyouthink

that'sfair?"Heaskedsoundingsodisappointed.And

whyI'veneverknown,heknewIwasgoingtogift

himwithawatch.Writtenafewwordsattheback."

What?,Ithoughtyoudidn'tlikemywatches.You

hardlywearthem"Isaidsmilinginquisitively."

Somethingsospecialdeservestobekeptasan



ornament.Idon'twantthemtogetold,you

interpretedmynotwearingthembadly"hesaid."If

you'renotgoingtogetmeanythingthenI'llalso

forgetaboutpurchasingthegiftIhadplannedto

purchaseforyou"hesaid."JustbecauseI'mnot

goingtopurchaseanythingforyoudoesn'tmean

thatI'mnotgoingtogiveyouagift"Isaidgulping

downmywine."I'mstartingtogetcurious"hesaid."

AndI'mstartingtogetdrunk"Isaidstandingup."I'm

goingtobed"Isaidwalkingtowardstheexit."Not

sofastMrsSalvatore"hesaidholdingmywaistfrom

behind."What?''Iwas,feelingthetinglingsensation

allovermybody."Iwanttomakelovetoyouunder

themoonlight"hewhisperedintomyears."My

stomachisfull,Idon'tthinkIcanhaveanothermeal"

Isaidtryingtowalkawaybutheheldmywaistso

tightly.

[6/3,15:02]Lynne:Continuing

Cora'sPOV

.

"Salvatoreplease"Iwhisperedhelplesslyashewas



teasingmewithhiscucumber.Iwanteditinalready.

Iwaslyingonthecouchandhewasinbetweenmy

thighs.Wewerebothnakedandbreathless.Hewas

uncontrol,"Ithoughtyoudidn'twantthisIlmio

cuerobatte"hesaidsmiling."Iwantitnow"Isaid

holdinghisdickinplace."Youwantit?"Heasked.I

nodded,"Iwanttohearyousayit"hesaid."Yes,I

wantit.Pleasefuckmealready"Isaid.Hefinally

penetratedintomyvalleyoffire.Mybackarchedup,

mytoeshadelectricshocksmymynipplesswollen,

Iwasholdingontohisbackashewasrhythmically

movinginandout.Thepaceincreasedconstantly

andthefrictionaswellasthefire.He'dspeedupand

thenslowdown,speedupandslowdown.BeforeI

knewit,wewereswitchedtothedogstyle.Hewas

tappingitfrombehind,Icouldn'thelpmyself

anymore.Icame.MybodyShakedlikenever

before,musclesstiffenedup.HewasnotdoneyetHe

continuedtofuckmethroughmyorgasmuntilhe

cuminsideme.Hisbodyshookviolentlyandhewas

cursing."Fuck...ohhfuck"andthenhecollidedon

topofmyback.Helayedlikethat,insilence."Cora"

hesaidkissingmyback."Lovewami''Iwhispered



softly."Iloveyou...Somuch"hesaid."Iloveyou"I

saidsmiling.Iwishedwecouldhavelayedlikethat,

nakedly.Withhisgiantcucumberinsidemefor

eternitybuthewantedanotherround.Wehadonein

thebathtubandanotheroneonthebalconytable

andtheninbed.Idozedofffeelingsotired.

.

Wakingupwassuchahugemission,Iopenedupmy

eyes.Thesunwashittingthecurtains.Hewas

sleepingnakedlynexttome.Lyingonhisback,his

dicksovisibleunderthesheets.Irushedtothe

bathroom,Washedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth

andthenpeed.Icamebackinbad,hewassound

asleep.Ilookedatthetime,itwas7am.Istillhada

lotoftimebeforeleaving,Icouldhavestillparked

andshowered.Lookingathisdickarousedmelike

crazy,maybeIwasgettingaddictedtoit.AnywaysI

pulleddownthesheets.Iwaswearingawhiteshirt

only.Itookitintomyhandsandkneelingdownover

itandIstartedlickingitlikealollipop,myfocuswas

onthehead.Hegroanedsoftlyandmovedabitbut

hiseyeswerestillclosed.Iwasmovingmyhandup



anddownandincircularmotionsaroundit.Ikept

goingonandonuntilitwashard.Hereleasedhis

juicesinmymouth,Icontinuedgivinghimablowjob.

Heopeneduphiseyesandlookeddownatme.Igot

ontopofhimandputitin,thenstartedfending.

Ridinghimlikeahorse.Hiseyeswereredand

slightlyopened.Ifuckedhimuntilhecursed,wecum

atthesametimethatmorning.Icollapsedontopof

him."GoodmorningMrSalvatore"Isaidgiggling

andkissinghisshavedchest."It'sagoodmorning

indeed.IcouldgetusedtothisMrsSalvatore"he

saidbrushingmyhair.Isetupstraight,hesetuptoo.

HisdickwasinsidemeHeremovedthestrandsof

hairthatwerecoveringmyface.Hekissedmychin,"

Ishouldstartpacking"Isaidafterafewminutesof

silence.Hewasjuststaringatmewithoutsaying

anything."MaybeIshouldtagalong"hesaid,

thinkingoutloud."That'snotsuchagoodidea,I'll

callyoueveryminuteofeveryhour"Isaidsmiling."

Youcan'texpectmetoletyougotherealoneafter

givingmesuchamindblowingmorningsex"hesaid,

lookingsoserious."Wasithatgood?"Iasked

giggling."It'ssomethingbeyondthat...Ican'texplain



it.You'redrivingmeinsane,itwasmindblowing"he

said."Well,youhavetowaituntilIcomeback"Isaid

smiling.It'snoteverydaythatyougettogetpraised

aboutperforminggoodinbed."Whycan'tIjusttag

along"hesaid."Idon'ttrustthoseDurbanBoys"he

said."Butyoutrustmeright...besidesI'llhave

bodyguards24/7.Youcanrelax,Letmegoandpack

solong"IsaidtryingtopullouthisdickwhichI

foundsemi-hard.HeflippedmyunderhimbeforeI

knewit."Salvatore..."Isaidwhining."Youknowthat

youwantthistoo"hesaidseriously.Thatwasan

unarguablyfactbutIcouldresisthim,maybe,

sometimes.Okay,thethingisIdidn'twanttobelate.

Wehadanotherround.Heofferedtomakeme

breakfastwhileIshowered.Itook40minutes

becauseIalsohadtowaxmyprivateparts.Which

storedabout10pubichair.AnywaysIdidthat,wiped

mybodyandmoisturisedit.Thenworemylongred

skintightdressandsleepers,Ineededtofeel

comfortable.Iwenttothecloset,tookoutmy

suitcaseandpackedmyclothesfrom

undergarmentstoswimmingcostumestoShorts

andvestthensneakersandPJs,notforgettingmy



sunglasses.Thatwasit,Ineedednodressorheels

nordidIneedtheskirtsandandtrousers.Iwas

planningonspendingmostofmytimedownthe

beach.IpackedmytoiletriesandIwasdone.I

pulledthesuitcaseoutsidetheroomthenwentto

Lorenzo'sroomandpackedhisclothesIpulledthe

suitcasesdownstairs."IhopeI'mforgiven"Isaid

kissingLorenzo'scheek."GoodmorningMom"he

saidsmiling.Theywerebothhavingbreakfast."

Yourbreakfastininthemicrowave"Alonzosaid."

Thanks"Isaidopeningthemicrowaveandtakingout

theplateifEnglishbreakfast.Ipouredmyselfacup

ofcoffee."DidyourconnivingPapatellyouthat

we'regoingtoDurban?"Iasked."We'regoingto

Dunban?"Heaskedmakinguslaugh.Babylanguage

issofunny,Inodded."Yey,yey...auntieP,we're

goingtoDunban"hescreamedhoppingdownthe

chair."AuntieP,I'mgoingtoDunban"hecalledout

runningaroundthehouse."Don'tfallonyourface"I

calledoutchucklingunbelievingly."I'mconniving?"

Heasked."Yesyouare,whatwastheneedto

involveLoreintoourfightlastnight.Youusedhim,

doesn'tthatmakeyouconniving"Iasked,"Iusedto



thinkthatwhoeversaidthatKidsmakesthebond

betweenparentsstrongwastellinglies,orwhatwas

itagain?'theybringparentsclosertogether'.But

lastnightIstartedtobelievehim.Heworkedinmy

favour,'themendingstitchbetweenus'youwould

havesaid"hesaidsmiling."Mmh"Imoanedwithmy

mouthfull."You'llbelivingwithyourparents?"He

asked,"yeah,I'mvisitingthemafterallain'tI?"I

askedfrowning."Doyouthinkyou'dbeabletosleep

inthesameroomwhere...youknowhappened"he

askedvaguelybutIgotthemessage.Ihaven'treally

thoughtaboutit,sincewebecameafamilyagainI've

neversleptoverthere.Neverenteredintothatroom.

WheneverIwouldvisitthemI'dsleepinahotelroom.

"Ithinkit'sbestifIbookahotelroom"Isaidafter

takingadeepbreath."Isn'tthereaspareroom?"He

asked."It'satownshiphouse,thereareonlythree

bedrooms"Isaid."I'llgiveyoumycardjustIncase

youwanttobookintoahotel"hesaid."No,I'llbe

fine.Ihavemoney"Isaid."Iinsist"hrsaid."Weare

notgoingtoargueaboutthisagain.IgetPaid

20thousands.Ihavealotofmoneyinmyaccount.I

canmanage"Isaidsighing."Ihardlygettobuyyou



anythingthesedays"hesaid."Ifit'smuchofa

problemthenlet'sbuyopentrustfundsforour

futurekids"Isuggested."I'mgoingtotakea

shower,wecandothatwhenyougetback"hesaid

standingup.Hewasalittlebitupsetitseemed.I

didn'tunderstandhimsometimes,hestilltransfered

20thousandstomyaccounteverymonthandI

earned20thousand.MonthlyIusedabout2kfor

snacksandgasolineifIwasnotgoingtopurchase

anythingexpensivelikeclothes.Hestillboughtthe

groceriesandotherhousenecessitiesbutstill

wantedtooffermehiscard.WhatwasIsupposedto

dowithmymoneythen?.Ihadmybreakfast,"I

heardyouguysareleaving"Petuniasaidcoming

insidethekitchen."Ohhyeah,wewillbeleaving

soon.Howdidyousleep?"Iaskedlookingupathim.

HewasbeingfollowedbyLore."Isleptwell,how

aboutyou?''sheasked."Likeababy,.wouldyoudo

meafavourandtakeLorenzotohismother.Justto

saygoodbye"Isaidsmiling."Don'tyouthinkthatit's

bestifyoudothat?"Sheasked."Idon'tmeantoget

intoyourbusinessbutmaybeyoushouldtalkto

eachother.She'snotreallyabadpersononceyou



gettoknowherandIknowthatyouain'teither.For

Lorenzo'ssake"shesaidsmiling.Shethenleft,Iwas

lostinmythoughts.Lorenzowastryingtogetonto

thesit,"howaboutwegoandsaygoodbyetoNina

Mom"Isaidpickinghimup."Okay"shesaidso

childishlyexcited.Wewalkedoutsidetothe

bedroom,therewerealotofbodyguardsaroundthe

premises.Wewerehavingasillyconversationwhile

walkingthere."GoodmorningRobinson"Igreeted

himwhenwepumpedintoeachatthedoor.Hewas

wearinghischauffeuruniform."Goodmorning

ma'am"hesaid."IsNinain?"Iasked."Yesma'am,

she'sinherroom"hesaid."Thanks"Isaidwalkingin.

Iknockedonherdoor,I'veonlybeentherethree

times"comein"shesaidloudly."Hi"Isaidafter

openingthedoor.Shewasdressingupinher

nursingwhiteuniform."Hi"shesaidstartled."

Mongezi,howareyoumybaby"hesaidwalking

towardsusandtakinghimintoherarms."Nina

mom"hesaidclappingchildishly."Youmustbe

surprisedtoseemehere"Isaidsmilingfaintly."

Very,comeandsitdown"shesaidremovingclothes

fromthemessycouch."Ohno,I'monlyherefora



fewminutes"Isaidstoppingher."Ohh"she

exclaimed."Whatbringsyouhere?"Sheasked

frowning."AsLorenzo'smomIthoughtit'sonlyfair

thatIletyouknowaboutourtriptoDurban.Loreand

Iareleavingforashortvacation,we'llbebackon

Fridayevening"Isaidlookingather,herfacesoldno

expressionsout."OhhOK."That'sallshesaid.Then

therewassilence,"Iguessthisisourgoodbyethen.

I'llleaveyoutwototalkabit"Isaidturningonmy

feet."There'snoneedforthat,MongeziandIdon't

getalongthatmuch.He'llstartCryingandI'llendup

slappinghimwhichIdonotwanttodo.Youcantake

him"shesaidpassinghimovertome."Ohh,OK"I

saidunbelievingly."Idon'tmeantomeddleinyour

businessbutIthinkyoushouldgivehimsometime,

he'snotabadkid.Heneedshismother'sloveandI

knowthatdeepdowninsideyoudolovehim.Sowhy

doyoukeeppushinghimaway?"Iasked."Youdon't

knowwhatyou'retalkingabout,pleaseleavemy

room."Shesaidpointingout."Okay,Lorenzosay

goodbyetomommy"IsaidtoLorewhowasbusy

playingwithmyhair."ByebyeNinamom"Loresaid

wavingbutNinajustwalkedaway.Iwalkedbackto



themainhouse."Watchsomecartoons,I'llbeback"I

saidputtinghimonthecouchandopeningchannel

302.IwalkedupstairsandfoundSalvatoredressing

upInfrontofthemirror.Hewaswearinggolft-shirt

alongwiththeshortsandsneakers."Going

somewhere"Iaskedhugginghimfrombehind."I'm

meetingupwithMrKhannaandSokhulu.The

investorswhopulledout"hesaid."ItookLoretosay

goodbyetoNina"Isaidlettinggoofhimandwalked

totheclosettotakemyhandbag.Icamebackand

putthephonemyphoneandchargerwhichwason

thebedside.ThebedwasnotfixedsoIfixedit."You

did"hesaidaftersomewhile."Yeah,sheseemsto

bedrawingherselfawayfromLore.It'slikeshe's

scaredshe'sgoingtohurthimorsomething"Isaid

fixingthebed."Ithinkit'sgoodforhertostayfar

away.She'snotgoodforhim"hesaidhelpingme."

She'sstillhismother,somethingmusthave

happenedtoher."Isaid."MyPIfoundoutthather

motherremarriedandthenewfamilyneveraccepted

her.That'swhyshewaschasedawayafterthey

foundoutshewaspregnant.Otherthanthatshe

usedtosleepwithoneofhercousins."Hesaidso



calmly."Andthenshemetyouandyoubrokeher

heart"Iadded."ShewasbrokenbeforeIevengot

there,shewasbornbitterandthere'snothingyou

candotochangethat.NoamountofAffectionand

lovecanchangeher.Yougottagiveup,somethings

cannotbefixed"hesaid."Soherfamilynever

acceptedLorenzo?"Iaskedandhenodded."Her

motherhasonlymetLoreafewtimes"hesaid."I

guessIamnottheonlyoneyoukeepyoureyeson"I

saidemotionless."Ishouldgetgoing,we'llseeyou

onFriday"Isaidtakingmybagandkissinghimon

thecheek."Notsofast"hesaidpullingmybymy

hand,ourbodiescollided,"what?"Iasked.He

answeredthatwithakisswhichleftmybreathing

hitched."That'shownewlywedssaygoodbyeto

eachother"hesaidlookingdownatme.Ihada

broadsillysmileonmyface."Goodbyeonceagain

MrSalvatore"Isaidsmiling."I'llseeyousoon.Even

thoughyou'reabadgirlwhodidn'tfinishhertherapy.

Istillloveyou"hesaidmakingmelaugh."Idon't

needitanymore,I'mgood"Isaid."Letmehavea

wordwithyourbodyguards"hesaidpushingme

outside.Hehelpedmewiththesuitcase.The



bodyguardsloadedtheminTrunkoftheblackAMG

blackcar.Whenitarrived,Ialsodon'tknow.Oneof

themwasgoingtodrive.LorenzoandIweresitting

inthecarwhileSalvatorewashavingawordwith

them."Onelastkiss"hesaidopeningthedoor.I

gavehimapeckonthelips,SamianandDumisani

aregoingtochangeshifts.It'llbeSamianduringthe

nightandthenDumisaniduringtheday.Callmeif

youneedanythingorifsomethingstrangehappens"

hesaidsoformally."Okay,I'lldothat"Isaidnodding.

"Buddy,I'llseeyousoon"hesaidandtheyfist

bumped."SeeyousoonBuddy"Lorenzosaid

makingmesmile.Hetiltedmyheadaroundforyet

anotherkiss,"Iloveyou"hesaidin-betweenthekiss.

"Iloveyoutoo"Isaidsmiling.Icouldseethathe

didn'twanttoletmego."OKBye"Isaidpushinghim

awaygentleandclosingthedoor."Takegoodcare

ofmywifeandkid"hesaidtothebodyguards."Yes

sir"theysaidinunision."DrivebeforeIchangemy

mind"hesaidthengrittedhisteeth.Ilookedathim

throughthebootwindow,hewasstandingonthe

sameposition,withhandsonhispockets.Ilooked

untilthecardroveoutthepremises.Thedrivewas



filledwithsilence,thebodyguardshardlyeversaida

word.LorenzoandIwerewatchingamovieon

Netflix,threehourslaterhewaslyingonmylap.I

searchedformyearphonesfrommybagandplayed

somemusicinsteadoflisteningtotheboringnews.

Idon'tknowhowIfellasleepbutwhenIwokeupwe

wereinthetownshipofKwamashuwhereCora

ZabenathiMaphumulowasBornandbred.Ma'am,

weregoingtoneedandaddress"Samiansaidor

maybeitwasDumisaniIdon'tknow."Takeleftat

theendofthemainroad"Isaid,Idirectedthemuntil

weparkedInfrontofthewhitepaintedhouse.With

themostbeautifulgardenonthefront.Oneofthem

opeedthedoorandrangthebellaftergettingout."

Maphumulohome,howcanIhelpyou"Iheardmy

dad'svoiceontheintercom."Goodeveningsir,we

areherewithyourdaughter.Cora"hesaid."What

proofdoyouhave?"Heasked.HewasanexCopso

himtalkinglikethatdidn'treallysurpriseme.I

walkedout,"father,I'mhere.Pleaseopenthegate"I

said."Ma'amIamgoingtohavetoaskyoutoget

backinthecar"theonewhowasspeakingtomy

fathersaidfastlyafterrealizingthatIhadstepped



outofthevehicle.Itwaskindofscary,"OK,chill"I

saidgoingbackin.Thegateopenedandhedrovein.

Lorewasawakebutlookingallpuzzled,Igottaout

ofthecarandtookLorewithme.Hewasparked

Infrontofthegarage."Pleasegetmemybags"I

saidwalkinginsidethehouse."Nathi,Iwasn't

expectingyou.Whatbringsyouhere"Dadaskedas

soonasIgotin."GoodeveningtoyoutooFather"I

saidsmiling."Can'tIjustcomehomewithoutany

reasons?,Thisisstillmyhomeisn'tit?"Iasked."Of

courseitis,I'mgladyoucame"hesaidsmiling."

Where'sMom?"IaskedputtingLoreonthecouch."

Workasalways"hesaidsighing

.

Istillneedcommentsbakwethu
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"andyou'reherealone?"Iaskedfrowning."You

mustbewonderinghowImanagesinceIaminthis

chair"hesaidasifhewasreadingmymind."I



thoughtyouhadahelper"Isaid."Usedto,he

resigned.Excuseme"hesaidwheelinghimselfto

thehallway."Whereshouldweputthesema'am"the

bodyguardsasked.LeavethemRightthere,bythe

door.Wemightdriveouttoanearbymotelvery

soon"Isaid.IwalkedtothekitchenandGoditwasa

messymess.Theinteriordesignofthekitchenwas

allwhite,soyoucanimaginehowdirtyitwas.The

sinkwasfullofdirtydishes.Thestovehadspotsof

whatseemedlikeastew.AnywaysIwashedthe

dishesandcleaned.Anhourlateritwasspotless.I

thendecidedtogoonandpreparedinner.Imade

friedriceandGreeksaladandfriedchicken,Iwas

stillcookingwhenMomwalkedin."Cora?"She

calledout,gotmestartledabit."Mom,youscared

me"Isaidturningaround,shewasstandingonthe

doorway."Youdidn'ttellmeyou'recoming"she

saidlookingallshadesofsurprisedbuthappy."

GoodeveningtoyoutooMom"Isaidsmilingand

walkingtowardsher.Ipulledherinforahug."I

missedyou"Isaid,shewasholdingmetightly."Not

morethanimissedyou...youlooksoskinny"she

commentedonmyweightloss.Imeanwhowouldn't



loseweight."I'mfinemommy,howwasyourday.

Youknowwhat,goandtakeashowerandthen

comeback,wehavealottocatchupon"Isaid."

Lookwho'sallmatureandhelpful"shesaidraising

hereyebrowsandsmiling."Weallhavetogrowup

atsomepoint"Isaidsmiling."Imustsay,Alonzo

hasagoodimpactonyou.Whowouldhavethought

thatthetalkativelittledevil'srascalwouldknowhow

tocookoneday"shesaidshakingherhead."Mom,I

usedtocookbackinthedays"Isaidgiggling."

Comeon,youhardlyevergotintothekitchen.The

onlythingyouweregoodinwasmakingmeanice

cupofcoffeeandboileggsandthat'sit"shesaid.I

couldn'thelpbutlaughIwenttocheckonLoreand

myphone.IfoundalotsofmissedcallsfromAlonzo

whenIcheckedmyphone,triedtocallhimbuthe

wouldn'tpickup.Finallydecidedtosendhiman

apologytext."I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyouabout

thetwomanoutsidethedoor"momsaidstanding

behindme.Iturnedaround,"ohhIalmostforgot,

they'reourbodyguards.Don'tworryIt'snothing

serious,justminorsafetyreasonsandtokeepthe

paparazziaway"Isaid,ittookawhileforherfaceto



showthatshewasconvinced."Where'sDad,we

shouldeat.Idon'twanttodriveouttoolate"Isaid

walkingtowardsthekitchentomakehercoffee."

Drive?,Towhere?.Ithoughtyou'dbestayingwithus"

shesaidfollowingmearound."Therearenorooms

here,I'llcheckintoamotelnearby"Isaidplugging

inthekettle."Thetwinsarenothere,youcanused

Connie'sroom.Afteryoudisappearedweturned

yourroomintoCharlesbuttherearestillalotofyour

staffthere.Inthecloset,maybeyou'dwanttocheck

themout.AllyourteddiesandDollsarestillthere.I

donotexpectyoutousethatroom,you'llsleepin

Connie'sroomandthat'sfinally"shesaid."MotherI

havetwomenwithme,theyalsoneedaroomto

sleepandchange.AndLore,don'tforgetabouthim"I

saidsighing."They'llbesleepinginCharles'room.

I'mnotlettingyougo,youfinallycamehomeafter

suchalongtime"shesaid."Okay,finebutI'mnot

stayingforthatlong.We'llbeleavingonFriday

eveningIt'sSalvatore'sbirthdayonSaturdaysowe

havetogobackhome"Isaid."That'snotaproblem

aslongasyou'llbestayinghere"shesaid."And

we'regoingdowntothebeachtomorrowmorning



andonFridaymorning"Isaid,"IguessI'llhaveto

cookfordinnertomorrow"shesaidsighingsotiredly.

"Speakingofthat,whywasthekitcheninsucha

mess?"Iaskedpouringfivecupsofcoffee."Don't

askmethat...Eversinceyourfather'shelperleft.My

lifefeelslikehell,Idon'tevenwanttogothere."She

saidthenlookedup,asifshewastryingtoholdback

tears."Let'sgoandhavedinner"Isaidsmiling."

Thanks"shesaidafterIgaveherhercupofcoffee."

There'soneforDad"Isaidafterputtingtheother

twoinasmalltray.

.

"I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyouthis,who'swho

betweenthetwoofyou"Iaskedofferingthe

bodyguardscoffee."I'mSamianandhe'sDumisani

ma'am"hesaid.Samianwasmoretallerthan

Dumisanibuttheywerebothtallanddarkandhunky

"OKAY,andIamCora.IpreferbeingcalledCoraand

I'vegotcupsofcoffeeforyoutwo."Isaidgiving

them,"thanksma'am"Dumisanisaidbutthey

weren'ttakingthecups."Isthatawayofyou,

refusingmycoffee.Doyouknowhowmuchenergy



I'veputintomakingthese,waitandwatch.I'llcallmy

husbandandlethimknow,Iwonderwhathe'dsayor

dotoyou.Afterhiswifeslavedawayandmadeyou

acupofcoffee,yourefusedthem.YouknowIHardly

cookbackhomeandhereiwastryingtobeniceto

youbutyoujustbluntlyrefusedme."Isaidalittlebit

louder."Wewilltakethecupsma'am.Noneedto

callSir"Samiansaid,swallowingalumpitseemed."

Good...Iwasn'treallygoingtocallmyhusbandyou

know.Loosenupabit,youtwolooklikerobotsand

yeahyou'llbesleepinginoneoftheroomshere.I'll

serveyoudinnerinanhour.Don'ttrytorefuseme"I

saidsmiling,Ithenwalkedbackinside.Ifoundmy

parentsandLorealreadyeating,"Lore,you're

awake?"Iaskedsittingdown."IwantmyPapa,

mommy"hesaidextendinghisarmsformetopick

himup.Itookhimandputhimonasitnexttome.

Hewassittingonmymother'slap,"youwanttogo

backhome?"Iaskedpouting.Henoddedasifhe

wantedtocry."Wewillgobackhomesoon,you

musthaveyourdinnerfirst"Isaid,henodded.I

dishedupforthetwoofusinoneplate."Areyouin

somekindoftrouble,whydoyouhavetwo



bodyguardswithyou?"Fatherasked."It'snothing

serious"that'sallIsaid."Yourhusbandmustberich

tohavehiredbodyguards.WhatamIevensaying,

thehouseyouliveinspeaksvolumes"hesaid,I

somehowdidn'tlikehisstatement.Ijustfakeda

smile,"howmanybusinessesdoesheownvele?"

Heasked."IfIhadtogoonandcountthemI'msure

myfoodwouldgetcold.Let'sjustsaymany"Isaid."

Bytheway,whatmadeyourhelpertoresign.IfImay

ask"Iaskedanyways."Ineverknewtheexact

reasonbutheoncesaidthatyourfatherisrudeandI

personallydon'tblamethepoorguy.Yourfathercan

besuchanuisancesometimes.No,notsometimes.

Imeanteveryday,ifIwasn'tmarriedtohim.Iwould

haveresignedalongtimeago."Mommysaid,I

laughedbecauseIthoughtshewasjokingbutthe

atmospherearoundthetablesaidotherwise."Thula

mongenantoephusileozoyisho"fathersaidangrily."

Ohhplease,you'resuchanuisanceofaman.Always

complaining,Ihavetoputfoodonthetableandstill

takecareofthehouseandthenyou.OntopofthatI

havetolistentoyourwhines,I'mtiredMaphumulo.

It'stiringandfrustrating."Shesnapped,afewyears



agoshewouldn'thavedonethat.Shewouldhave

gotatightslapbynow,shewouldbeonthefloor

rightnow.Cryingandscreamingforhelp,Iwouldbe

inthecorneroftheroom,shaking.Connieand

Charlessomewhereinthehouse.Watchingthem

arguelikethatremindedmeofthatunforgettable

past."I'llbeintheroom"IsaidpickingupLoreand

theplateoffood."CoraI..."Shehadtosay."Nathi"

fathersaid,IwalkedtoConnie'sroomwhichseemed

tobemorecleanthantherestofthehouse.Iput

Loreonthesmallbed,Itwasmuchmuchsmaller

thantheKingsizebedIhadgottenusedto.Butit

wasgoingtofitusperfectly."Mom...Whywasyour

mothershoutingatyourFather?"Loreaskedaswe

wereeating."They'renot,that'sthewaytheyplay.

Don'tmindthem"Isaidfakingasmile."Haveyou

everbeentothebeach"Iaskeddivertingthetopic."

What'sthatMom?"Heasked."You'llsee,wewillgo

theretomorrow.Butwewillstartbybuyingalotsof

chocolatesandchipsandthengodowntothebeach.

Wewillhavetogoseethesharkstoo"Isaid."Areal

shark"heaskedandInodded."Yey,momdoyou

knowZigandsharko..."Wekeptontalking,him



askingmechildishquestions.Ibathehimfirstafter

servingthebodyguards,Itookabathlateron."Papa

called"hesaidasIgotoutofthebathroom.Hewas

sittingonthebed,playinggamesonmyphone."I

pickedup,areyoualsoplayingthesamegameyour

motherandPapaareplaying?"Heasked."What

game?"Iaskedfrowning."Theshoutinggame,Papa

wasalsoshouting"hesaid."Ohhthatgame,Iguess

weare.Getundercoversandsleep.Yourbedtimeis

wayover"Isaid."Bedtimestorymommy"hesaid

gettingundercoversexcitedly."Ohhno,Iforgotyour

booksathome"Iexclaimedremembering."but

Mom"hesaid,invergeoftears."Grownupsdon't

cry,you'regrownain'tyou?"Iaskedandhenodded."

Good...I'lldownloaditonlineandreadittoyou"I

saidmoisturizingmybody,Iwenttothebathroom

andputonmyPJsandgown."Wouldyoulikethe

princessandhernightandshiningarmororthe

Starstonight?"Iaskedafterdownloadingtwoofone

ofhisfavouriteshortbedtimestorybooksforkids."

Thestarstonight"hesaidsmiling."Okay,onceupon

atime.TherewasonceaStarguardianangeland...''

Itohimuntilhefellasleep.Iwentandpeedinthe



bathroom,camebackandlockedthedoorandgot

undercovers.ItookmyphoneandcalledAlonzo,he

pickedupatfirstringbutsaidnothing."Alonzo?...

I'msorry,Ishouldhavecalledyouandtoldyou,we

arrivedsafely.It'sjustthatIfoundthehouseso

messedupmessandthenIhadtocookdinner.My

cellphonewasnotwithmetheentiretime.I'msorry"

Isaid."Whataboutanhouragothen?"Heasked."I

wasinthebathroomthat'swhyLoreansweredand

thenIhadtoputhimtosleep"Isaid."Areyouokay,I

missyoualready.Howdidyourmeetinggo?"Iasked

Allatonce."Themeetingwasasuccess,my

investorsarebackon.It'sfixed,thatinterviewis

doingwonders."Hesaid,"thankGod,Iwasreally

feelingguilty.WeshouldcelebratewhenIcome

back.Howaboutthesharesandclients?"Iasked."

We'regettingthereCora,enoughaboutbusiness.

Howareyouandhowismyson?.Aretheytreating

youwellthere?,Ifthey'renotthenjustsaytheword

andI'llcomerunningtogetyoubackhome"hesaid.

"We'regood,wehaddinnerandhe'sissleeping.

We'reinbed,it'srainingoutside.Kindofcold"Isaid.

"Aretheytreatingyouwell?"Heaskedonceagain."



Yeah,iguessso.It'sstrangetobesleepinghereafter

somanyyears.Iamkindofscaredandremindedof

somethingsIdon'twanttoremember"Isaid,my

brainrushingbacktotheearlieronargument."what

happened,didhetryanythingonyou.Ifhedid,I

swearIamnotgoingtosparethatsonofabitch"he

saidloudlyenoughtobringmebacktoplanetearth.

"Nono,it'snothinglikethat.Hewouldn't,it'sjust

thattheyhadasmallquarrelwhichremindedmeof

thetimeswhenheusedtobeatherupandI'dbein

thecornerofmyroom,foldedtogether.Hewas

diagnosedwithschizophrenia,heisfinenow.

Bedsidesthat,he'sinthewheelchair.Totally

harmless"Isaidsighingheavily."Youdon'thaveto

staythereyouknow,youcouldjustcomeback

home"hesaidsoundingsoworried."Thatplace

holdsmanyunpleasantmemoriesforyou,being

thereislikerelivingthemonceagain"headded."

Maybethat'swhatIneed...tolookbackintomypast.

SothatIcanmoveforwardfreely.Ineedtofacemy

fearsanddemons.Iwanttostartafresh,withyou.

ButformetodothatI'llhavetolookback.My

therapistsaidthatit'sokaytobescared,shealso



saidthatourpastiswhatMouldourfutureandus.

I'lltakethisaslookingatmyself"Isaid."Ifthat's

whatyouwantthengoforit"hesaid."Thebedfeels

socoldandhugewithoutyouMrsMe"hesaid,

makingmesmile."Ithardlybeenonenightand

you'realreadycrying"Isaidchuckling."Ican'tspend

aminutewithoutyou,letalonethewholenight"he

said."Ididn'tknowthatIgotmarriedtosucha

charmerpoeticman"Isaidgiggling."Foryou,Ican

beanythinginthisworld"hesaid."Stopbeingsuch

aflirt,you'remakingithardtometonotfallinlove

withyouoverandoveragain"Isaidblushing,hejust

laughed."Lookwho'spoeticnow"hesaid."Ican't

waitforyoutocomebackhome,wemissyouhere"

hesaid."Who'swe?"Iasked."Meandyourgiant

cucumberdownthere...justbyhearingyourgiggles

hehasturnedhardon"hesaid,"that'saflatlie"I

saidunbelievingly."Icansnapshotitforyou,justto

giveyouproof"hesaid."Ummh...Idareyouto?"I

saidfrowning"youaskedforit,I'llhangup"hesaid

thenhungupbeforeIcouldsayathingandthena

messagealerted.Icheckeditout,hewasn'tlying

afterall.HecalledwhileIwaslookingatit."Areyou



byanychancetryingtoarouseme?"Iasked."How

doyoulikeyouevidence"heaskedchuckling."It's

umhh,ItlookslikeI'llhavetodosomelabtestsand

confirmifthisisreallyorPhotoshopped"Isaid

clearingmythroat.Hejustlaughed."Ineedthose

labresultswithinthenexttwominutesDrSalvatore"

hesaid...wetalkedtill,tillIcan'tremember.Hewas

theonlykindofguywhocouldandwouldentertain

myinsanityandchildlikebehavior.Everysecond

spentwithhimwasworthit.Hemademelaugh,

blush,giggling,chuckleandsmile.Inmyeyes,he

wasbeyondperfect.

.
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IwaswokenupbyLorearound6am."Whatisit?"I

askedrubbingmyeyesandyawning."Iwanttowee

mommy"hesaid."Igotoutofbedandopenthe

bathroomdoor,"goin"Isaidturningonthelights.



Heraninandpeed.Ithrewmyselfbackinbed.Iwas

feelingsosleepy,SalvatoreandItalkedtillthe

morning."MomIamhungry"Loresaidaftercoming

backfromthebathroom."Let'sgoandcheckthere's

anybreakfast"Isaiddraggingmyselfoffthebed.I

unlockedthedoorandgotout,hewasfollowingme

tothekitchen.Icheckedtheshelvesforanykindof

cereal,anythingfastbuttherewasnothinginthere."

Tellyouwhat,wewillgoandeatout.Havethis"I

saidofferinghimaplum.HetookitbutIcouldsee

thathedidn'twantit."Let'sgoandhaveabath"I

saidpullinghimtowardstheroom.Thehousewas

quitequiet,anywaysIbatheLoreanddressedhim

up.Iturnedon

OnthetelevisionforhimwhileItookthebath.I

finishedupandworemyWhiteshortwhichwasmid-

thighlong,awhitevestandwhiteNikesneakers.

Thenthrewonmyknittedlightsweeterwhichwas

designedinanovercoatway,opened.Itwasjust

abovemykneesinlength.ItiedmyhairIntoaneat

ponnytail.Nomakeupapplied,Ipackedmy

Lorenzo'ssmallbag,justincaseheneededto



change.Iputonmyglassesandtookthebagsout."

Ohhyou'reawake"Isaiduponseeingmomonthe

hallway."I'vebeenupforalmosttwohoursnow,

howdidyousleep?"Sheaskedtyinguphergown."

WesleptwelleventhoughIonlysleptforlike4

hours"Isaidaswewerewalkingtowardsthekitchen.

"Whathappened?...letmeguess,youmust'vebeen

talkingtoyourhusband"shesaid,Ishruggedmy

shoulders."IneverthoughtthatI'dwitnesstheday

wherebyyou'dfallensomadlyinlove"shesaid."

Whywasthat,ifImayask"Iasked."Youneverliked

boys"shesaid."ButIhadafriend,whowasaboy"I

saidfrowning."Forgetit,Ihavenoenergytoargue

withyou"shesaidyawning."Don'tyouhavetobeat

work?"Iaskedcheckingtimeonmywristwatch."I

haveanightshifttoday"shesaid."OhOK,I'mtaking

mysonoutforbreakfastsinceyouguysdon'thave

anybreakfastinthehouse"Isaid."I'llhavetodrive

tothenearestspazashoptobuysomebread,your

fatherhasbeennaggingmeforthepasttwohours.

He'salwayshungry,allhedoesiseatandeat.I'm

stillsurprisedastohowhedoesn'tgetfatfromall

theeating"shesaidlookingsofrustrated."Takeit



easy,he'sstillyourhusbandandpleasetrytokeep

yourargumentsmoreprivate.Idon'twantmysonto

witnessallofthis...whateveritis"Isaidsolemnly."

Howdoyoudoit?"Sheasked,""dowhat?"Iasked

soconfused."Nevermind,Lorenzomustbestarving.

Go"shesaidsmiling.Inoddedweirdly."Maybeyou

canjoinusafteryou'redonewithwhateveryouare

doing.Wecouldspendsomepropertimetogether,

whoknowsmaybeyou'llenduptellingmeabout

Whateveritisthat'sfrustratingyou"Isaidsmiling."

Maybe"shesaid."OK,Iloveyoubye"Isaidkissing

hercheek."Cora...I'llcallyouifI'dbeabletomake

it"sheadded.Inodded."Let'sgo,babyLore"Isaid

takingthebagsandhefollowedme.Thedoorwas

unlockedandtheSamianwasstandingbythedoor

asIopenedup.Theymusthavechangedshifts

around5Am.Dumisanimust'vegonetosleep"

GoodmorningSam,we'regoingtothemall.Doyou

minddrivingusthere"Iaskedsmilingslightly."Good

morningma'am,I'lltakeyouwhereveryouwantto

go"hesaid.Wewalkedtothecarandheopenedthe

doorforus.IputthebagsinfirstandthenLoreand

thenIgotoutthenrememberedthatthegatewas



locked."Shoot!,I'llgoandgettheremotecontrol"I

saidopeningthedoor.Ididjustthatandwedrove

out.Wewenttothemall,Ididalittlebitofshopping.

Okaymaybealot,Iboughtgroceriesandsnacksto

eatatthebeach.Ipackedthoseinabasket,bought

abigumbrellaandablanket."TakeustouShaka

Marineworld"Isaidaswegotintothecarafter

loadinginthegroceries."Yesma'am"hesaidthen

droveoff.Weweregoingtohavebreakfasttherein

theboatandthengodowntothebeach."Mom,are

wegoingtoseesharks"heaskedexcited.Hiswhite

t-shirthadastainofthejuicehewasdrinking

already."Wouldyoulikethat"Iaskedpullinghis

cheeks.Hesmiledandnodded."Wewillgoandsea

thesharksthen"Isaid.Wegotthere30minutes

later.Heparkedintheparkinglotandwegotout.I

tookmyhandbagandLore'sbagandaskedhimto

carryourbasketandumbrella.HeldLorenzo'shand

andwewalkedtotherestaurant."Joinusfor

breakfast,I'msureyouarehungry"Isaidaswewere

occupyingatable."Nothanks,Ihadteaearlieron"

hesaid."Iinsist"Isaid."Nothanksma'am"hesaid.

"OK,suiteyourself"Isaid,weorderfullEnglish



breakfast.Lorenzowassittingoppositetome,Itook

outmyphone"saygoodmorningPapa"Isaid

makingavideo."GoodmorningPapa,I'mhaving

breakfast.We'regoingtoseesharkosoon"hesaid

wavingandisentthevidtoSalvatorewhocalled

instantly."Youguysseemtobehavingthetimeof

yourlives"that'sthefirstthinghesaid."It'snothing,

he'sjustexcitedtofinallygettoseethesharks.

Goodmorningbytheway"Isaidsmiling."Good

morningMrsAJSalvatore"hesaid."Whatareyou

doingthere"Iasked,"I'mintheoffice,doingsome

paperwork"hesaid."Whichoffice"Iasked."Ohh,

hotelParadisé.Imissyou"hesaid."Butwe're

talking"Isaid."I'mmissyourfleshandbloodand

bone"hesaid."IwishIcouldsaythesamebutnahI

don'tmissyouonebit"Isaid,"ouch!,Ain'tIloved

anymore?"Heasked."You'remorethanjustloved,

justnotmissedyet"Isaidchuckling."Atleast

there'saYET"hesaid."Look,Ihaveanother

incomingcall,let'stalkabitlater"Isaid."Iloveyou"

hesaid."Iknow,Bye"IsaidthenHungup.I

answeredthecall,itwasmom."WheredoIfind

you?"Sheasked."We'reatuShakaMarineworld,in



arestaurantintheoldboat."Isaid."Okay,I'llbe

thereinanhour"shesaidthenhunguponme."

Yourgrandmotherisonhiswayhere,isn'tthatjust

great?"Iaskedputtingthephoneonthetable.His

facehadsauceonit."Shemustn'teatmysweets,I

won'tsharemysnackswithher"hesaid."Andwhy

isthat?"Iaskedsmiling."Idon'tlikeher,shedoesn't

givemeanysweets.IlikegreatgrandmaandNina

mom'smom.Theygivemealotofchocolates"he

said,"yourteetharegonnagetspoiled,youlike

sweetswaytoomuch.We'regoingtohavetocutthe

amountofsweetsyoueat."Isaid."ButMom"he

said,sulking."Nobuts,you'regoingtothankme

later.Youdon'twanttoloseyourteethnow,doyou?"

Iaskedandheshookhisno."Good,Idon'twantyou

growinguptoothless.Yourfriendsaregoingto

makefunofyou."Isaid,helookedsosad."Butwe

cancompromisefortoday,you'llhaveasmany

sweetsasyouwantandthenwe'llgoandseethe

sharksdowntheboat."Isaid,hesmiledabitand

gotexcitedonceagain.Wewerehavingdessert

whenMomarrived."I'msofermished"shesaid

sittingdownlikeapersonwhohasbeentiredfor



days."IfiguredIshouldorderyoubreakfast.It'llbe

hereanyminutefromnowon,Lorecan'twaitany

longer"Isaid."Ithoughtyou'dcomewithDad"Isaid

frowning."Awheelchairinhere?''shesaideyebrows

raised."Yourorderma'am"thewaitresssaidputting

theplateInfrontofme.Ishiftedittomotherand

continuedeatingmyMalvapudding."I'dliketohave

acupofcappuccino"Momsaid,"comingright

throughma'am"thewaitresssaid."Don'tyoufindit

weirdtohaveapersonalwaysfollowingyouaround.

Theseguysarescaryandalwaysquiet"shesaid

diggingin."I'llgetusedtoit,whenarethetwins

comingbackhome"Iasked."Charlesusuallycomes

backeveryweekend,Connieusedtobeshe

suddenlystopped.Whichmakesmesuspectthat

she'sseeingsomeone."Shesaid,"isit?,Iwould

havelovedtoseethembeforeIreturnedtoJo'burg.I

guessI'llseethemonJuneholidaysbecauseI'llbe

goingtoParisforourhoneymoonthisEaster"Isaid.

"Atleastyougonnagetabreak,rewindabit.Some

ofuswillalwaysbestuckinhere.Idon'tevengetto

eatintheseKindsofrestaurants."Shesaid,

seeminglyfarawayfromplanetearth."What'sgoing



onMom?"Iaskedputtingmyhandontopofher's."

It'snothingserious,Idon'twanttobotheryou"she

saidfakingasmile."You'remymother,Sharingyour

problemswithmewon'tbebotheringme.Tellme,

whathappened?"Iaskedconcerned."It'sjustminor

financialdifficulties,I'llmanage"shesaid."I'msure

it'snotjustthat,there'smoretothisthanwhatyou're

saying.Tellme"Isaid,pushing."Let'stalkaboutthis

downthebeach,Ijustwanttohavemyscrumptious

breakfastinpeace"shesaidfakingasmileonce

again."OK"Isaidnoddingslowly.Anyways,she

finishedherbreakfastandwewenttowatchthesea

animalsintheirtanksafterbuyingthetickets.We

evenwatcheddolphinsandpenguins,sealandother

animals.Wetookalotsofpicturesandvideos.

Lorenzowassohappybutsometimesscaredof

otheranimals.Wehadagreattime.

.

"So?,What'seatingyouup"Iaskedfrowning.We

weresittingunderthehugeumbrellaIhadbought.

OntopoftheshawlLorenzowasplayingwiththe

sand,hehadheadphoneson.Listeningtomusicon



myiPod.Thebasketwasin-betweenus.Iwaslying

onmybackandmomwassittingupright."Idon't

knowwheretostartCora"shesaidsighing."Start

fromthebeginning"upsaidsmilingather."There's

nobeginningtothis,that'stheproblem"shesaid,I

wasconfused."IhatemyhusbandCora"shesaid

sighing."Iusedtofeelsorryforhimovertheyears

butsomewhere.DeepdowninsideIknewitwas

coming.Thehatredforhimwasbuildingupandit

finallytookover.WheneverIlookathimIfeelso

disgusted,Icouldjuststranglehimtodeath.I

sometimesslaphim"shesaidsighingheavily."

Doesthatmakemeabadperson?"Sheasked.Iwas

confusedandclueless.Icouldn'tanswerthat."Why,

isitbecauseheusedtobeatyouup?"Iaskedsitting

upright.''IcouldhavetakenthatCora,Itookitlikea

strongwoman.Heruinedyourlife,whodoesthatto

theirowndaughter.You'reconstantlyremindedof

yourpast,youalmostdied.He'samonster"shesaid.

"You'vealwaysknownthisfact,whatChangednow"

Iasked."Afterthenewsgotout,afterSalvatoretold

methattriedtokillyourself.Imadeavowtomy

sister,yourmotherthatI'dtakegoodcareofyouand



Ifailed.Dismallyandhe'sthereasonforthat.Iguess

I'vefinallyexploded."shesaid."Whydon'tyou

divorcehimthen"Iasked."Ican't,noIguessIcan

butsomethinginsidemestillwanttoseehim

suffer...besidesthat,wherethedivorce.Whatabout

ConnieandCharles,theystillneedus.Theyneed

boththeirparents,hisdisabilitygranthelpsusget

throughthemonth.Eventhoughtheyhardlytalkto

him.IthinktheyhatehimasmuchasIdo"shesaid.

"Whatgoodwouldhatinghimbringyou?,It'slike

you'repunishingyourselfforsomebodyelse'ssins.

I'mfinenow,IforgavehimandIthinkit'sabouttime

youdidthattoo.Maybeyoushouldseea

psychiatristandtalkaboutthis.Younevergot

professionalhelpregardingalltheabuseheputyou

through.Youshouldseeonebeforeit'stoolate,

beforeyouturnintoyourownworstenemy."Isaid

holdingherhand.Sheblinkedacoupleoftimes,

tryingtoholdbackthetears."AmIabadperson?"

Sheaskedonceagain."Idon'tblameyouforhating

yourhusband,hewasamonster.Ourworst

nightmareButyougottaletitgonow.You'reagreat

humanbeingMom."Isaid."Ifyoumanagedto



forgivehimsoeasily,whycan'tI.Yourabusewas

worsethanmine"wouldIgoaftershesaid."Just

becauseIforgavehimdoesn'tmeanthatIforgot,

we'reuniqueinourownspecialway.Ieasily

forgive...Iknowthatyou'lleventuallyforgivehim.Try

tobehappy,doitforyourself.Setyourselffree,it

won'tbeeasybuttrustme.It'llbeworthit"Isaid

smiling,shesmiledabit."Don'tthetwinshavea

scholarship?"Iaskedfrowning."Conniedoesbut

Charlesdidn'tgetit,IpayforhisfeesplusIhaveto

buygroceriesandgasolinemonthly.It'salotto

handle,weusehismoneytopayforthecar's

instalment."Shesaidthensighedsoftly."MaybeI

cansendyoumoneytobuygroceriesmonthly...I'll

dothat"Isaidafterthinkingaboutitthoroughly.I

couldhaveaskedSalvatoretofinishtheinstallment

butIcouldn't.Ididn'twanttobethatkindofwoman.

Iwasgoingtousemyownmoneytobuygroceries

formyparents."I'dappreciatethat,thankyou"she

said,Ithoughtshe'drefused.Thingsmust'vebeen

reallytough."Howdidyoumanagetopaytopayfor

Father'scaretaker?"Iasked."Icutthetwins

allowanceintohalf."Shesaid."Ain'tyougoingto



searchforanewcaretaker?"Iaskedfrowning."

Sinceheleft,thefinancialstresshasbeenreduceda

bitbutthenIhavetogeteverythingpreparedfor

yourfatherbeforegoingtowork.Liketoday,Ihardly

gettimeoff."Shesaid."Howmuchdidacaretaker

cost?"Iasked."Wepaidhim4thousandrands

monthly"shesaid."Howaboutyousearchforanew

caretaker,I'llpayforhim"Isuggested."Youbuying

usgroceriesisalreadytoomuch.NoI'llmanage,

we'llbefine"shesaid."You'remyparents,Iinsist.If

Idothisthenit'llbeeasyforyoutopayforthecar

andschoolfees.Maybeyoucouldalsobuyyourself

newclothes.Enjoyyourhardearnedmoney."Isaid.

Shedidn'tsayanythingaboutit,justsmiledfaintly."

I'mhungry,let'seat"Isaidopeningthebasket.We

hadourpicnic,playedwiththesand,built

sandcastles.Itwasgreat,IwashappytoseeLore

happy.Momleftalittleearlybecauseshehadtogo

towork,wepassedbysteersintownandhaddinner,

IfinallymanagedtomakeSamianhavesomething

toeat.Hungerwasplayinggameswithhim.Bought

atakeawayforDadandDumisanithenwewentback

home.Gottherearoundnoon,Dadwaswatchinga



soccergame."Lookwhatwegotyou"Isaidwaving

thebrownbagInfrontofhim.Hesmiledabit."

Thankyou"hesaidasIgavehimthebag."Ibought

youguyssomegrocery,Ihopemysenseof

shoppingiscommonwithyours"Isaidasthe

bodyguardskeptoncominginwithgroceries."As

longasthere'swors,konkekuhambakahle"hesaid.

"There'salotofmeat"Isaidchuckling."Lorenzo

let'sgoandtakeashower"Isaidpickinghimup."

Mom,I'mstillwatchingfootballwithyourfather"he

said,tryingtoprotest."Sincewhendoyouwatch

football?"Iaskedeyebrowsraised."PapaandI

watchedfootballmom,whenyouareworking"he

saidaswewerewalkinginthehallway."Onweek

days?."Iaskedandhenodded."Ohh,isn'titfancyof

youtocallitfootball.ThisisSouthAfrica,it'scalled

soccer"Isaid."Dadsaidit'sfootball"hesaid."Callit

whateveryoulikebutyou'regoingtotakeabath

rightnow"Isaidundressinghim."Butmommy"he

whined."DoyouwantmetocallyourPapaandtell

himthatyoudon'twanttotakeabath?"Iasked

threateninghim."Good,nowtakeoffyourtrousers

andI'llrunwaterforyou"isaidafterheshookhis



headno.Ibathehimanddressedhimupinhiswarm

PJsandthenItookashower,dressedupIntomy

PJstoothenputonmylongwhitegown.Itwas7:30,

Lorewentbacktothesittingroomtowatchfootball

assoonasIwasdonewithdressinghimup.I

decidedtovideocallmyhusband.Hepickedupafter

afewmissedcalls."Youcallthiscallingmeabit

later?"Heasked,lookingsoangry."Isn'titabit

later?"Iasked,"don'tfuckwithmeCora"hesaidso

angrily."WhoshouldIfuckwiththenifnotyou?I

askedsmilingathim.Hejustchuckledunbelievingly,

thenheclenchedhisjaws."OKI'msorry,Ilosttrack

oftime."Isaidbuthejuststaredatme."Babywami,

I'msorry"Isaidpouting."Youseemtobetobusy

downthere.That'swhyyoucouldn'tevensay'Ilove

you'back.Sincewhendoyousay'Iknow'huh."He

said,lookingfurious."Youcan'tbeseriousright

now"Isaid."I'mbusytoo,Bye"hesaidthenhungup

onme."Ohh,reallynow?"Isaidtomyself

unbelievingly.Ichuckledabit,Iwasn'tgoingto

entertainthat.Itookmyphonethenwenttojointhe

soccerwatcher.IfoundLorenzoandhisgrandpa

talkingaboutthegame,asifLorenzounderstood.



Theyweretalkingaboutfreekicks,offsidesand

whatnot.Isetonthesmallercouchand

WhatsAppedwithAmanda.ItoldheraboutAlonzo's

dramaandshetoldmeaboutman'sinsecuritiesand

possessions.Shetoldmetocallhimbackand

apologise,Iwasn'tabouttosuccumbtohisdrama.I

hadapologisedalready.Whatmoredidhewantfrom

me?.Wewenttosleeparound9pm.Hehadordered

thebodyguardtostandoutsidemydoorand

Dumisanididjustthat.Iwokeuparound6amwent

tothekitchentomakebreakfastforeveryone.Mom

must'vebeentiredafterworkinganightshift.Imade

scrambledeggs,friedsomeworsabeef.Toasted

bread.Iputthebreakfastonthetableandcalled

everyone,includingthebodyguards.Wehad

breakfasttogether."We'regoingtomissyouNathi"

Dadsaidaswewereeating."I'llbeleavinginthe

afternoon,savethespeechesforlater"Isaidsmiling,

hejustlaughed."Mom,nightshiftagain?"Iasked.

Shenodded,shehadbeenquieteversinceshewoke

up."Can'tyoustayalittlelonger?"Shefinallyasked.

"Ican't,isthatwhyyou'resogloomy"Iasked."It's

nicehavingyouaround"shesaidshruggingher



shoulder."I'llvisitsomeothertime,andoverstaymy

welcomeuntilyoukickmeout"Isaidsmiling."

You'rejustsayingthattomakemefeelbetter"she

saidLookingsosad."OkaymaybeIdid,butplease

stoplookingsosadasifI'mdying.Dadpleasetell

yourwifetosmileabit.She'smakingmybreakfast

tastesobitter"Isaidsmilingather.

.

LorenzoandIwentdownthebeachagain,Iwas

wearingaswimmingcostumeandhewaswearing

summershorts.Hewasinmyarms,soscaredofthe

waves.Iwasstandinginthewater,thewaves

reachedmywaist."Mommy,let'sgetout"hesaid,

almostintears."Areyouscared,awholegrownup

manlikeyou"Isaidgiggling."Momthesharkswill

eatus"hesaidholdingontomyneck,hiseyes

closed."Therearenosharkshere,openupyour

eyesandlook.It'sbeautiful"Isaidsmiling,hejust

shookhishead."Ohh,herecomesashark"I

screamedandheopenedhiseyesinstantlyand

cried,screamed."Mommy"hescreamedlooking

around.Hewasseriouslycrying."Don'tcry,Iwas



kidding.Therearenosharkshere"Isaidwalkingout.

Hewasholdingontomeforhisdearlife.Wewentto

situnderOurumbrella."Look,we'reoutnow,youcan

relax"Isaidpullinghimawayfromme.Helooked

around."I'mgoingtotellmyPapa"hesaid,catching

ahiccup."Ohh,I'msorrybaby.Here,drinkup"Isaid

wipingoffhistearsandgivinghimabottleofjuice."

Doyouwantyouryogurt"Iaskedopeningthebasket.

Henodded,"I'msorry,youdon'thavetobescared

now"Isaidsmilingathim."Zee,isthatyou?"Iheard

somebodyask.Ididn'tdaretolook,therearemany

Zee'saroundtheworld.'hemustbereferringto

someoneelse'myinnerselfsaid."Zabenathi

Maphumuloisthatyou"hesaidonceagain,gotmy

attentionthattime.Iturnedtolook,"it'sreallyyou"

hesaid.Ilookedathimforawhilethenrecognized

hisface."Senzo?"Iaskedstandingup.herushedto

me,hewasabouttohugmebutSamianpulledhim

awaywithsuchaswift."StayawaySir"hesaid."

Whatthefuck?Whoareyou?"HeaskedAngrily."I'm

notgoingtoaskyouagain!"Samiansaidcalmly."

Sam,it'sokay.Iknowhim.He'sanoldfriendof

mine"IsaidtryingtowalktowardshimbutSamheld



meback."Ma'amSirgavemedirectlyinstructions

tonotletyoutalkwithstrangers.Hemightbean

accomplice"hesaid."Senzowouldneverdothat

andIdonotappreciateyouholdingmelikethat.

YourBosscannotcontrolwhoIgettotalkwith.Iam

akid"Isaidangrily."Ma'amIamonlydoingmyJob"

hesaidstillstandinginbetweenus."It'smylife"I

saidangrily.Hetookouthisphonewalkedafew

stepsback."Who'sthatguy"heaskedme.Wewere

stillstandingapart."Youcantalkbutnotouching"

hesaidwalkingback.Hemusthavebeentalkingto

Salvatore.Iwassoangry.Itookadeepbreath."

Mom,I'mhungry"Loresaidholdingmyhand."Come

andjoinus"Isaidtosenzo.Wesetunderthe

umbrella,IgaveLoreapieceofpizzawehadbought

onourwaythere."Howhaveyoubeenholdingup?"I

askedsenzowhowasquietallofasudden.

Detectingmyeverymove."YouHaveakid?"He

askedlookingatLorewhowasstandingonthesand,

dippinghisfeetin."Yeah"IsaidlookingatLoreand

smiling."Andmarriedtoo"Iadded."Isawthenews"

hesaid,didhereallyhavetosaythat.Senzowasmy

closefriend,webecamefriendsonthe8thgrade.



Otherthanthatweweregoodneighbors.WellIkind

offriendzonedhim,eventhoughIlikedhim.Hewas

myfirstcrush,andIsharedmyfirstkisswithhim

whenweweretwelveyearsold.Itwasevening,we

werewatchingamovieathisparent'shouse.Itwas

aSundaymorning,ourparentswereatchurchand

hismotherhadaskedmetostaywithhimbecause

hehadflue.ImissedmySundayserviceandstayed

him.Wewerewatchingamovie,beingyoungand

inquisitivewewonderedhowitfeltliketokissand

wedidit.Myheartskippedabit."Ohh,youdid"I

saidchucklingweirdly."Youlookmorebeautiful

thanwhenyouweresixteen"hesaid."Youdon't

lookbadyourself"Isaidsmiling,hewaslight

skinned,Hislowerlipcherryred.Henowhadasix-

pack.Thoughhewasstillslenderbuiltandtall."I

try"hesaidsocheesy."Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Heasked."I'mtakingabreak"Isaidshrugging."

Troubleinparadise?"Heasked."Ohno,no.Ijust

neededtogetoutthecity.PlusImissedmyparents"

Isaid,eyespopped."Youdon'tknowhowtroublein

yourParadiséwouldbringjoytome.Plusyoustill

owemeadate"hesaid."Weweresupposedtogo



onadatethedayafteryoudisappeared"hesaid."

Thatwasfouryearsago,I'msureyoufoundyourself

agoodgirlfriendnow"Isaidchuckling."Notasgood

asyou"hesaidsoserious,andIsawhurtinhiseyes

astheydrewmein."You'restillaflirt"Isaidafter

thatweirdmoment.Heclearedhisthroat,"gotcha,

didIscareyou"hesaidgiggling,whichsomehowfelt

fake."ThankGod"Isaidholdingmychest."So

you'redoingyourthirdyearingynaecology?"He

asked,Inoddedlookingdown.Iknewthatheknew

alreadyso..."atleastyougottofulfillyourdreams"

hesaidsmiling."Youmustbedoingyouran

engineerbynow"Isaid,helookedawaythenlooked

backatme."I'mateachernow"hesaid."Ohh,I'm

sorry.Whathappened?"Iasked."Alotofthings

happenedafteryouleftZeebutIamnotthere.

Teachingisnotsobadafterall,Iteachinourhigh

school"hesaidsighingsoftly."Atleastyouwentto

university"Isaidsmiling."Isawyoumarriedoneof

therichestmaninthecountry"hesaid,"Ihopehe's

treatingyouwell,hemakesyouhappy"headded."

HeadoresmeandIadorehim.We'rehappy"Isaid

avoidinghisgaze."AnywaysIamgoingbackhome,



Ishouldgetgoing"Isaidandthenmyphonerang.I

tookitoutandanswered.ItwasAmericanSwiss."

Ma'amyourorderisready,youcancomeandpickit

up"awomansaidontheotherside."OKthanks,I'll

bethereinanhourortwo"Isaidthenhungup."Are

youbyanychancerunningawayfromme"heasked.

"Ofcoursenot,wewereabouttoleaveanyways,I

don'twanttocomehomelate.It'smyhusband's

birthdaytomorrow"Isaidputtingonmylongsee

throughshirt."Isit?"Heaskedunbelievingly."Yeah,

I'mgoingtofetchhisgiftrightnow"Isaidputting

mybagsandbasketaside.HestoodupandI

undustedtheshawl."I'mcomingwithyou"hesaid."

No,I'llmanage"Isaidfastly."I'mcomingwithyou,I

haven'tseenyouforyearsandnowthatIfinallydo,

you'rerunningawayfromme"hesaid."I'mnot

runningaway"Isaidfoldingtheshawlandputtingit

insidethebasket."Givemeyournumberthen"he

said."Youdon'tevenhaveaphonewithyou"Isaid

foldingtheumbrella."Justsayit,Ihavemyhead

withme"hesaid.Igaveittohim"Lore,Let'sgo''I

said,hecametomeandIpickedhimup."Letme

helpyouwiththat"hesaidtakingthebasketand



umbrellaandmyhandbag."You'restillapest

Senzo"Isaidchuckling."Notmorethanyouthough"

hesaid."I'mnotlikethatanymore,Peoplechange"I

saidsolemnly."Notthatmuch,IstillseethethingsI

usedtoseeinyouyearsago"hesaid.Ididn'tbother

askingwhat,theconversationwasdeepenoughto

givemeaheartattack."Thankyou"Isaidafter

puttingthestuffandLoreinsidethecar.The

bodyguardwasstandingrightnexttome."I'llbe

rightbehindyou"hesaid,"that'smycar"headded

pointingoutataredconvertibleBMW."Bye"Isaid

gettinginsidethecar.Samianclosedthedoorfor

meandgotintothedriversside."Takemetothe

mallpleaseandthentomyparent'shouseafterthat"

Isaidleaningbackwardsandclosingmyeyes."

Mom,whyareyousmiling"Loreasked."Iamnot

smiling"Isaidlookingathim."Yesyou're"he

insisted."NoIamnot"Iprotested."Yesyou're"he

insisted."Didnot"Isaid."Diddo"hesaid."Didnot"

Isaid."Diddo"hesaidgiggling.Wekeptonarguing

untilIlaughed."Okayyougotme,youwin.Ismiled"I

gavein."Gotcha"hesaidpullingmycheek."Ouch"I

screamedwhining,helaughedevenmore.Itook



Lorenzooutandwewalkedtotheshop,gotmy

order.Ididseesenzoanywherearound.Anyway

Samiandrovemehome.IbatheLorefirstand

dressedhimupinhiswhitet-shirtalongwithhis

whitejeansandsneakers.Ithenworemywhite

shortsandavestandthenmysleepers.Appliedmy

makeupthoroughly,packedourbags.Threehours

laterIwasdone.Itwasalmost4pm.Eversincethe

nightbeforeIreceivednocallfromSalvatoreandit

hurtalot.Imissedhim."Dadwe'releaving.Tell

MomIsaidgoodbye"Isaidhugginghim.Hewas

sittingonthecouch."Takecareofyourself"hesaid.

"Ifyoudothesametoo,Iwill.I'llseeyousoon"I

saidpullingoutofthehug."Drivesafelyandcallme

whenyougetthere"hesaid."Iwill,andtrynotto

fightwithMom.She'strying"Isaidseriously,he

nodded."Okaythen,I'mgone"Isaidsighing."

Lorenzolet'sgo"Icalledout.Shewassomewherein

thehouse."I'Mcomingmommy"hesaidthencame

outofthekitchenwithchocolatebars."Lorenzo!"I

exclaimedsmiling."Thesearemine"hesaid,"how

didyoureachup?"Iasked."Iclimbedonthechair"

hesaidIjustshookmyhead.



.

"Wherearewegoingexactly?"Iaskeduponseeing

thecartakeadifferentroutefromwhichwecameby.

"MrSalvatoresentustopickupsomethingforhim

bytheseaside"Samsaid."Trytodrivealittlebit

fasterthen,Idon'twanttogethomeinthemiddleof

thenight"Isaid."Yesma'am"Dumisanisaid.He

parkedInfrontoftheDurbanboatharbour."Hurryup

guys"Isaidlookingatthetimeitwas5:30pm,the

sunwassetting."Ma'am,hesaidyoumustbethe

onetopickitup,you'llhavetocomewithus"hesaid

openingthedoorforme."Whatnewdramaisthis"I

saidgettingoutofthecar.Lorenzofollowedup,I

pickedhimup.DumisanileadthewaywhileSamian

followedbehindafterlockingthedoor.Hegotinto

somewhiteyatchandhelpedmeup.Wewalked

inside,takingafewstepsdown.Itwasbeautiful

inside,itlookedlikeahouse,Iswear."Where'sthe

parcel?"Iasked,kindofirritated."Youmadeit"

Salvatoresaidsuddenlyemergingfromoneofthe

doors."Ithoughtyousaid,ohhIsee.Thiswasyour

idea"Isaidsighingaftergettingit."Youcangettheir



bags"hesaidtoSamandDumi.Theyleft,"Papa"

Lorekeptonsayingwhileextendinghishands.Iput

himdownandherantoSalvatore,whopickedhim

up."What'sgoingon?"Iaskedwalkingaround,

checkingouttheyatch.Therewasakitchenanda

diningroom.Andawinesailor,"hewasfollowing

mearound,Itookthestaircaseswhichledmeto

anothersittingroomwhichunlikethetoponehada

hugetelevisionandaaglassinthecenter,Icould

seethefish.Therewerethreebedroomsdownthere.

Eachwithabathroom,"it'samazingisn'tit"he

asked.I'veneverbeentherebefore,althoughhehad

talkedabouthavingayatchbuthenevertookme

there.Ilookedathim,armsfoldedaroundmychest.

"It'sfine"Isaidlookingathim,somethingwasoff."

Whatareweexactlydoinghere?"Iasked."Takinga

familyvacation"hesaid,asifeverythingwasfine"

ohhk,I'mgoingtochangeintomyPJsandgoto

sleep"IsaidwalkingupstairswhereIfoundourbags

inthemiddleoftheroom.Itook'emandwent

downstairs."IputLorenzo'sbagsintoonofthe

roomsandmineintowhatseemedlikethemain

bedroom.IchangedintomyPyjamashortsbrushed



myteethandwashedoffthemakeup.Iwenttake

Lore'sPJs,camebacktothesittingroomwhere

theywerewatchingtelevision.Cartoonstobeexact.

"Comeandchangeyourclothes"IsaidtoLore,

"Papawillchangemyclothes"hesaidleaningonhis

father'schest."OK,hereareyourPJs.Makesureto

brushupyourteethbeforegoingtosleep.Good

night"Isaid."Areyougoingtobedsoearly?"

Salvatoreasked."I'mtired"Isaidwalkingaway.He

didn'tsayanythingafterthat.Igotundercovers,it

wasalittlebitcold.Ikeptonturningandtossing

aroundthebed.Icouldn'tsleep,Iplayedagameon

myphone.Hecameintwohourslater,Inoticed.He

tookoffhisclothesandwentintothebathroom.He

cameoutwithatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist

15minuteslater.HemoisturizedhisbodyInfrontof

thewardroommirror,tookouthisboxer.Dropped

downthetowelanddressedup.Hecameintobed

andlayeddown."Canwetalk?"IsaidafterIwhileof

watchinghiseverymove."Ithoughtyouwantedto

gotosleep,ain'tyoutiredanymore?"Heaskedstill

layingdown,hisbackonme."What'sgoingon

here?"Iasked,"shouldn'tIbeaskingyouthat"he



said."Atleastlookatmewhenyouaretalkingto

me"Isaidsofrustrated.Hesetupright,"happy

now?"Heasked.Ijustchuckledangrily,"what's

goingonwithyou,whyareyouactingupsocoldly."I

asked."Theonlythingthatisgoingtogetcoldisthe

bodyofthatboyyouwereflirtingwithonthebeach.

Ihopehelikesthemortuary"hesaidthroughgritted

teeth."Whatareyousaying,whathaveyoudoneto

him?"Iasked,reallyscaredandworried."Ihaven't

killedhimyetbuttrustmeifIeverseeyounearhim.

Iwillbeforcedtogiveyouhisbrainsample"hesaid,

socoldly."What'swrongwithyou,he'smyfriend."I

saidsoupset."He'syourexboyfriendormaybeI'm

wrong"hesaid."Whatareyouimplyinghere?.

Whateveritisthatyouwanttosay,Justsayit.Stop

speakinginriddles.Firstyouhanguponme,so

angrily.Andnowthis?"Isaidfurious."Youexpect

metosmileaboutit?Whoknowswhatelseyoudid

withthatboy"hesaid."That'sit,I'veheardenough."

Isaidgettingoutofbed."Wheredoyouthinkyou're

goingCora?"Heaskedgettingoutofbedtoo."I'm

goingtosleepinanotherroom"Isaidwalking

towardsthedoorbuthegottherefirstandlockedin.



"Getbackinbed,yousaidyouwantedtotalk.We

willtalksweetheart"hesaid."IfyouKnowwhat's

goodforyou,youwillgetunderthosecovers"he

saidwarningly.Iwentbackinbed,hewasn't

anywherenearkidding."Now,I'mgoingtoask

questionsandyouwillanswereachandeveryoneof

them"hesaidgettingundercovers."What

relationshipdoyousharewiththatboy"heasked."

Whyareyouaskingme,sinceyoualreadyhavethe

answersbuilt-upinyourhead.what'stheuseof

askingme"Isaidlookingatme."Areyougoingto

answermyquestionornot?''heasked."He'smy

longlostfriend"Isaidshortly."Isthatit,anything

elseyouwanttoadd?"Heasked."Youmusthave

doneabackgroundcheckonhim,whatisitwiththe

21questions"Iasked."Iwanttohearthetruthfrom

youCora"hesnapped,hittingthebed.Iwasstartled

abit."FineI'lltellyou,hewasmorethanjusta

friendly.Weusedtokisswheneverwegotachance.

Hewasmyfirstcrush,hewastheoneIthoughtI'd

endupwith.Perfectineverypossibleway,IthinkI

lovedhimatsomePoint.Weweregoingtogoon

ourfirstdatethedayfollowingofmydisappearance.



Hewastheonlyonewhoknewthetruthaboutmy

father.Areyouhappynow?"Iaskedaftersnapping."

Doyoustilllovehim?"Heaskedaftersometimeof

totalsilence."Ofcoursenot"Isaid."You'relyingto

me"hesaidraisingupmyfaceusinghisindexfinger.

"Idon'tlovehim,yesIlikehimbutIdon'tlovehim.I

onlyloveyou"Isaidlookinghimintheeyes."Ishe

thereasonwhyyouwasn'tpickingupmycallsand

youcalledmelaterandyoudidn'tsayyouloveme

backandyouhaven'tcalledmethewholeday"he

asked."Whatareyousaying,Ionlymethimafew

hoursago.Ididn'tknowthatmesaying'Iknow'

wouldbesomuchofanissue.AndI'vealready

apologizedforcallingyoumorelater.Ilosttrackof

timewhilecatchingupwithmymother."Isaid,he

gotclosertomeandstartedkissingme.Ididn't

respond,helookedmeandkissedmeagain.Ikissed

himback,weendedupmakinglove.Eventhoughit

wasstrange.

.

"Igotmygift''hesaidcomingoutoftheyatch,to

theyatchtopwhereIwasstanding.Justlooking



deepintotheseaandotheryatchsandboatsand

cruises.Ihadlefttheboxintheonthebedwhilehe

wastakingashower."Happybirthday"Isaidturning

around,hewasstillwalkingtowardsme.Hepicked

meupandspinnedmearound,Icouldn'thelpbut

giggled."Areyousureyou'reready"hesaidkissing

meallovertheface.Inodded,"wecouldstartright

away"hesaid.Ijustchuckledabit."We'regoingto

makebabies"hescreamedholdingmetightly."Iam

sorryforwhatIsaidyesterday"hesaidholdingmy

faceonbothsides."Jealousygotthebestofme,

I'msorry"hesaidonceagain.Inoddedsmiling.I

giftedhimwithawatchwritten'let'shavebabies'
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I'vewassittingontherooftopsinceIcan't

remember,Iwaswearingmypantiesandhisshirt.I

waslayingononeofthecouchesthereunderthe

shade,wherethesteeringgwheelwas.Salvatore

walkedinandsetonthecouchovermyhead,I



wasn'tlookingbutIfelthispresence.HisCologne

soldhimaway.Wehadcutthecakeandsangfor

him,justthethreeofus."YouOK?"Heaskedputting

myheadonhislap,Imovedtoliecomfortably."

YeahI'mgood"Isaidopeningmyeyes."Youdon't

lookOKtome"hesaid."Ican'thelpitifyoudon't

believeme"Isaidsighingsoftlyandclosingmyeyes

onceagain.ThelasttimeIsawLorewasinthe2nd

sittingroom,playingavideogamewithhispapa."

ThepolicehavearrestedtheDon'sman,it'sstill

undercovernewsbut—..."Andhim?"Iaskedsitting

uprightfastly."Somehowhefled,they'restill

investigating"hesaid."Hefled?,Whereto.Isthat

evenagoodthingforus?.Arewesafe?"Iasked

feelingsoscaredandagitated."Idon'thavemuch

answersyet,we'lljusthavetobeready.Retrievinga

manofhislivelihoodislikepokingasnakeinithole.

Hewillcomebackandattackagain,muchstronger

thanbefore.That'swhyIcan'tkeepanyofyouout

mysite.He'llprobablystaylowforacoupleof

weeksormonthsbutIknowforafactthathe'll

attackback"hesaid,notsohelpingatall,he

explaineditsodarklybutyetsoclearly.Hescared



meevenmore,"whataboutthegirls,his

department?"Iasked."Theyareunderpolice

custody,hismanarebeingquestioned.Alotofhis

criminalrecordsareresurfacing"hesaid."He

shouldbeinjail,SApolicearesouseless.Ishouldn't

havetrustedthem.Mylifeismoreindangernow"I

saidsofrustrated."Hey...I'mhere,I'llprotectyou"

hesaidholdingmyfaceonbothsides."I'llhungry"I

saidpullingaway."Cora"hesaidholdingmyhand.I

hadmybackonhim,somethinginsidemejust

wantedtogetawayfromhim.Hegentlepulledme

backtohim,hisonlegwasonthecouch,Ifound

myselfkneelinginbetweenhisthighs.Ourheadson

thesamelevel,hegotevenclosetome.Our

foreheadsincontact,hiseyesclosed.Westayedin

silenceforawhile,Iwaswaitinghimtosaywhatever

hewantedtosay."Iloveyou...Somuch,I'mafraid

thatImightloseyou"hesaid,"sincewhenareyou

scaredofanything?"Iasked,takingadeepbreath."I

wasn't,Iwasn'tscaredofanythinguntilyoucame

intomyworld.Ican'tbearthethoughtoflosingyou,I

can'tlose.You'retheonlythingthatmakesmefeel

likeIamhuman,youmakemefeelsoalive.Imay



comeoutamadmansometimesbutpleasedon't

giveuponme.I'velostsomuchinlife,whenyou

losesomeone,itstayswithyou.Alwaysreminding

youhoweasyitistogethurt...Ican,Icanstillsee

theangerIsawlastnightinyoureyes.Youmight

havesaidyouforgivemebutsomethingdoesn'tfeel

right,I'veseenthisreactioninyou,acoupleoffew

timesbefore.Idon'tknowhowyou'regoingtotake

thisbutIdidsomethingyesterday.IaskedSamian

tocaptureavideoofyouwhileyouweretalkingto

thatboy."Hesaid,mymoodchangedfromcalmto

mad."Youdidwhat?,Howcouldyoudothat?.That's

insane"Isnappedgettingawayfromhim.Iwas

pacingupanddown."Soyouwatchedmetheentire

timeandthenyouhadthenervetoshoutatmelast

night,hasourtrustgonesoweakSalvatore?."I

snapped.Helookedupatme,"haveIevergivenyou

anyreasontoquestionmyroyalty?"Iaskedsitting

backdowninthepositionIwasinbefore.Iwanted

tolookhimintheeyesbuthewasavoidingmygaze.

"MaybeIamgoingcrazy"hesaid,thosewordsgot

mesodefeated."Iamweak,youmakemefeel

weak.Iwanttoalwaysbymyside,Iwanttoknow



eachandeveryoneofyourmoves.Doesthatmake

metwisted,IgetjealouswheneverIseeanother

mantalkingtoyou.Ibecomesworseifhemakes

yousmile,Iwanttobetheonlyonewhodoesthatto

you.Maybemyjealousistwisted,notcutebutIcan't

helpmyself.Iloveyousomuch,that'smyproblem

withlove.WhenIlove,Ilovewaytoomuch.Italso

similartowhenIhate,that'sjusthowIam.Ibecome

possessivemostofthetime,that'sjusthowIam

Cora."Hesaidlookingintomyeyes,Icouldfeel

tearsforminginmyeyes.Ifeltsoemotional,Ifound

myselfembracinghim."Iloveyoutoo...andyou

knowwhat.I'dratherhaveyourcrazy,insaneand

toxiclovethantohavenothingatall,thantohave

younotloveme."Isaidlookingathim,holdingboth

sidesofhishead."Idon'twantyoutolovemeany

less,yesitbecomestoomuchsometimesbutwho

cares.Iwantyoufollowingmearound,getmad

becauseIwasgivingotherguysmyattention.Whine

becauseIwaslaughingatsomeotherguy'sunfunny

jokes.Becauseyouknowwhat,onlyyourjokescan

makemelaughwholey"Isaid,thenkissedhiswet

lips.Hewasjustsmiling,sayingnothingatall.



.

WespentanothertheentireSaturdayintheyatch,

justlazyingaround.Havinghisfatteningbirthday

cake.Weplayedvideogames,justthethreeofus.I

lovedmyfamilyandIcouldn'twaittoputanother

additiontothefamily.Ilovedmycrazyhusband,he

wasreallythebestIcould'vefoundinthemarket.

Likehealwayssaid,nooneifperfect.Hehadhis

flawandIhadmine.Wehadourshareofmistakes

andproblemsbutattheendofthedaywegot

togetherandfixedthem.That'swhatcounts,Iwent

backtotheresidencyonMonday.Gotalotofbitter

eyeslookingmywaybutsomeofthemwerehappy

tohavemeback.

.

Threeweekslater

.

"WelcometoParismylove"hesaidassoonaswe

landed.Wewereonourhoneymoon.Landedinthe

afternoon,onhisandhisfather'sprivatejet.Best

honeymoontravelever,"thecityoflove"Iadded



smiling.Wetookacabtothehotelweweregoingto

bestayingin.Ithadaperfectviewofthecityandthe

beautifultowerofParis."maybeweshouldcheckon

Lorenzo?"Iaskedstandingonthebalcony,hrwas

standingrightbehindme.Holdingmywaist,"let's

forgetabouttheoutsideworldforthenexttwo

weeksandmakethisaboutus.Justmeandyou"he

saidkissingmyneck,Itiltedmyheadtotheright

andgavehimfullaccesstomyneck.Ihadmyhand

onthebackofhishead."Justthetwoofus?"I

askedgiggling."Justus"hesaidputtingtheglassof

winehehadinhisonehandonthenearbysmall

table.Thehotelroomhadlargewindowsever.You

couldliterallyseeeverythingwhileoutside.Wellif

theblindfoldswereopened.Hepushedmeoverto

therails.Iwaswearingalongblackdress,"Iwantto

makelovetoyouhere"hewhisperedsoseductively

butmymindcouldn'tshakeoffthefeelingthatit

wasoutsomebodycouldbewatching.Whilemy

thoughtswererunninglikethatmydresswasraised

tomywaistandhehadhishandsandmyvalleyof

firebrushingitontopofmypanties."Salvatore,

somebodycouldbewatching"Isaidbreathingso



heavily.Myheartthundering."Idon'tcare,letthem

watch"hesaidseparatingmylegswithhisknee.I

foundmyselfbrushingmyassagainsthiscrouch.

HetookdownmywhiteG-stringpanties,mindyouI

waswearingsixinchesstilettos."Salvatore"Isaid

gaspingoutofpleasure,hewasrubbingmysoftbud

sogood,Ifeltsoweakinmyknees.Itdidn'ttake

thatmuchformetogetwet,"bendover"hesaid

backingawayabit.Ididso,helplessly.Ithoughthe

wasgoingtostartrunninghisbigdickheadonmy

pussyteasingmebuthedidtheunexpectedand

kneeleddown.Heseparatelymylegsevenmore

widely,ifeltmypussywallsspreadapart,myclitoris

throbbing.Heputhishandonmymould,positioned

itrighttohismouthandstartedsuckingmefrom

behind,hewouldpullmyinnerfoldsinhismouth

andholdtheminforawhile.Hegotmespeakingin

tonguesandscreamingJesus'sname.Hesucked

andnibbledmeforwhatfeltlikeforeverandIdidn't

wanthimtostop.Ifeltelectricwavesrushinmy

brain.BeforeIknewitIwasshakinguncontrollable,I

musthavepeedabitbecauseIcouldseemyjuices

flowingdownmylegsandthefloorgotwet.Ifeltso



weakandembarrassed.Hehelpedmestand

becausemyfeetcouldn'tcarrymeanylonger."Look

atme"hesaidafterturningmearound,hewasbusy

brushingmeallover.Icouldn'tlookathim,itfeltlike

thefirsttimewhenhedidthingstomethenleftme

hangingandIwashelplesslybegginghimto

continue."There'snothingtobeshyabout,you

must'velikedthat"hesaidsmiling."Didyoulikeit"

heasked,mychestwasrisingandfallingsohard.I

wasweakunderhistouchandpower.Inodded,"

howdiditfeellike?"Heasked."Ican'texplainit"I

said,wasn'titweirdfortheinsaneCoratofeelso

shyandhelplessly.Iwantedmoreandmore,I

wantedhisdickinsidemydrenchingwetpussy."

Takeoffyourfree"hesaid."What?"IaskedasifI

haven'theardhim."TakeoffyourdressIlmiocuero

batte"hesaidmovinghishandsfrommywaistto

mypussy,heinsertedhisbiglongmiddlefinger,I

gaggedabit.Itookofmydressandwasleftwith

mybraonly."Andthebratoo"heinstructed.Ididso

withoutfurtherdelay.hecuppedmybreastsand

kissedthebothslightly.Hekneeleddownandput

mylegonhisshoulder,hewipedawaymyjuices



usingmydress.Andstartedlickingmyvalleyoffire

onemoretime,fromthereIstartedwonderingifit

was'lickCora'spussyday'orwhat."Yeahahhahoh

ye-syesbaby"Iscreamedandcriedouthelplessly.

Hewasonanotherdimensionthatnight,everysingle

cellofmybodyfelthistorturingtouch."Youlove

thisdon'tyou"hesaidlookingupatme.Inodded

andputhisheadbacktomyvalley,Icumandhe

lickedmethroughmycum.Hewipedmycleaning

onceagain."Goandsitonthatcouch"hesaid

pointingatthesmallcouchbythecornerofthe

balconyIwalkedovertherewithoutquestioninghis

command.Hetookoffhisclothesandhisdick

sproutedfreely,itwashard.Allveinspoppingout,it

wassohuge."Putyourlegsuponthecouch"he

said."Pleasefuckmealready"Ibeggedhim."Not

yet,myheartbeat"hesaidkneelingdownInfrontof

meandspreadingmylegswidelyapart,myclitoris

throbbinginneedandpain.Iwasinneedofhisdick,

heinsertedhistwofingersinside.Ileanedbackand

myeyesrolledback,Iclosedmyeyes."Iwantyouto

lookatme"hecommanded.Iopenedupmyeyes

andlookedathim."Howmanyfingersdoyouthink



youcantake"heasked."That's...two"Isaid."Are

yousure?"Heaskedinsertinghisthirdfinger."

Ahhh"Iscreamedeyespoppedout,hestartedfinger

fuckingme."Lookatthat"hesaidtakingthemout,

theyweredrippingwet."Yourvalleylooksbeautiful"

hesaidpullingmetotheedgeofthecouch.He

insertedhistongue,itfeltsogoodinsidemywet

pussy.Henibbledmeandsuckedmeabit.Hestood

up,bendedovermeandteasedmywithhispink

hugehead.Ihelditandputitinforcefully.He

chuckledabit.Hestartedmovinginandout,withmy

handsontopofmyheadwhereheheldthemin

place.IwassofrustratedbecauseIwantedtotouch

andholdhim.HefuckedmeuntilIcouldn'ttakeit

anymoremore.Mypussywasonfire."Bendover"

hewas.Istoodupandbendedover,holdingonto

thecouch.HeMercilessyfuckme,roamingevery

undiscoveredcornerofmyvalley."Iloveyou

Salvatore"Isaidcuming,hecamelateron."Let'sgo

inside"hesaidpickingmeupicouldn'twalk.Wehad

threemoresteamyrounds.Hegotmethinking'I

wanteverydaytobeHoneymoon'sday'



.

Tobecontinuedlater
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I'vebeenreadingbooksofold

Thelegendsandthemyths

Achillesandhisgold

Herculesandhisgifts

Spiderman'scontrol

AndBatmanandhisfist

AndclearlyIdon'tseemyselfuponthatlist

.

Butshesaid,where'dyouwannago?

Howyouwannarisk

Iamnotlookingforsomebody

Withsomesuperhumangifts



Somesuperhero

Somefairytalebliss

JustsomethingIcanturnto

SomebodyIcankiss

.

Iwantsomethingjustlikethis

Doo-doo-doo-doo-doo-doox3

Oh,Iwantsomethingjustlikethis

Doo-doo-doo-doo-doo-doox3

Oh,Iwantsomethingjustlikethis

Iwantsomethingjustlikethis

.

I'vebeenreadingbooksofold

Thelegendsandthemyths

Thetestamentstheytold

Themoonanditseclipse

AndSupermanenrolls



Asuitbeforehelifts

ButI'mnotthatkindofpersonthatitfits...Iwant

somethingjustlikethis...

.

Iwaswokenupwithbythesoundsofthatsong,I

lazilyopenedupmyeyeswhilewhining.Andtomy

surprisehewasclickingpicturesofme,"yougota

camera?"Iaskedcoveringmyfacewithmyhands.I

wasnaked,"goodmorningmywife"hesaid

removingmyhands."Whendidyougetacamera?"I

askedpullingupthesheets."Youlookperfect"he

saidstillclickingpictures."CanIgobacktosleep,

please"isaidturningawayfromhim."It's8am"he

said."AndIsleptaround3am,prettyplease"Isaid

puttingapillowonmyhead."Ain'tyouexcitedto

explorethecityofParis"heasked.Andthemusic

wouldn'tstopplaying."You'renotgoingtoletme,

areyou?"Iaskedsittingupstraight."Notinamillion

years"hesaid,Igavehimatightpunchonhischest.

"IhateyouSalvatore"Isaidgettingoutofthebed."

Lookatthatass,yougotassfordays.I'mactually

makingavideohere"hesaid,Iturnedaroundand



gavehimmymiddlefinger."That'safairdeal,Ifuck

youandyoufuckme"hesaidgiggling."Argh!.Ihate

youamilliontimesthanbefore"Isaidsoirritated."

Atleastyoufeelsomethingforme"hesaid.Itooka

gownwhichwasinthebathroomafterremembering

thatmybagswerebackintheroom."Deletethose

picsandvideos,Ilookhorrible"Isaidtakingmy

toiletrybag."Why,youtakevideosandpicturesof

mewhileIamasleep.Inevertellyoutodeletethem,

these...I'mgoingtokeep."Hesaidstillpointingthe

cameraatme."Ifyou'renotgoingtodeletethem

thenIamgoingtoputyouonapussydiet"Isaid."

Don'tyoujustlovesex,whathasthatgottodowith

this"heasked,myeyespoppedoutunbelievingly."

You'reunbelievable,I'mgoingtotakeashower"I

saidwalkingbacktothelargestbathroomever.Igot

undertheshowerandopenedthetaps,Iwastaking

abodysoothingshowerwhenhewaswalkedinthe

bathroom."CanIbyanychancejoinyou"heasked

alreadynakedalreadyopeningthedoor."Ithought

youalreadytookabath"Isaidturningaround.He

pulledmeclosertohim,"afterseeingyounakedlike

thatamiraclehappenedtome.IfelttheVoice



hailingfromabove.Godisgood,doyouknowwhat

thevoicesaidtome"heasked,Icouldn'thelpbut

laugh."What?"Iasked."Itsaid'Alonzomyson,

Alonzomyson.Thisisthetime,thisistheperfect

timetoexpandthenation'.Ididn'tgetitafirstbut

Godwastellingmetomakelovetoyouandproduce

Kids"hesaid."Isit?"Iaskedlaughing.Henoddedso

serious."IfyousaysothenIcannotdisrespectthe

wordofGod"Isaidgiggling.Hestartedkissingme

andwemadeloveintheshower.

.

"Andwhat'sthis"Iaskedlookingatthebreakfasthe

ordered."Italianbrunchtorte,bakedeggsandsauce,

couldeggs,mascarpone-mashroomfrittatastack"

heexplained."Andwe'regoingtoeatallthis"I

askedeyespoppedout.Thetablewasfull."One

thingmygrandmothertaughtmeisthatwe

shouldn'tstarvewoman.Inanykindofwayyou

know"hesaidwinkingatme."You'retryingtofatten

meup"Isaidsittingdown."Ohhcomeon,you'reone

ofthosepeoplewhonevergainweightnomatter

howmuchyoueat.Wellofcourseexceptforyour



assandboobs"hesaidcheckingmeout."Areyou

sayingIamskinny?"Iaskedarmsfolded."I'm

sayingyou'reperfect"hesaid."AmIsupposedtobe

flirted?"Iasked."Ithinkyouare,MrsSalvatore.Look

atyousmiling"hesaidoneeyebrowraisedup."No

I'mnot"Isaid,"you'redoingrightnow"hesaid."

Okayfine,I'mstarving"Isaidsittingdown.Wehad

breakfastandactuallyfinishedit.Icouldn'thelp

myself,itwassoscrumptious.Wellnotallofitbutit

wasmmh."Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletomakeItoutof

thedoor.I'mnotgoing"Isaidbrushingmyfull

tummy,hejustlaughed."I'llgoalonethen"hesaid

takingthebackpackandacamera."ActuallyI

changedmymind"Isaidstandingup."Sofast"he

saidfrowning."It'sjustthatyoulookextrahottoday,

Ican'ttaketherisk"Iwhisperedintohisear."Afraid

thatImightgetmyselfamistress"hesaid."That's,

that'snotfunnybutyeah.Youcanneverknow,being

inthecityoflove.It'sdangeroustoevenblink,Igot

myeyesonyou"Isaidpointingtwofingeratmyeyes

andthenbacktohim."You'restillinsane,let'sgo"

hesaidholdingmyhand."Andwhyareyouholding

myhand?"Iaskedaswewereintheelevator.There



wereotherpeopletheretoo."Idon'twantyoutoget

lost,afterallyou'veonlybeeninDurban,Jo'burg,

RomeandCalifornia.That'sjustit"hesaid.Islightly

punchedhisshoulder."That'salotofplacesifyou

askme"Isaid."Isit,areyousurethatyou'refrom

planetearth.Youcall4alot?"Heasked."FineI've

onlybeentoafewcitiesbutthisisallyourfault.You

don'ttakemealongwhenyou'regoingonbusiness

trips"Isaidaswegotoutoftheelevator."Let'ssee,

IaskedyoutocomewithmetoDubaiandyou

refused.AndthentoShanghaiandyoustillrefused,

whataboutNigeria.Youstillsaidno.Icangoonand

on"hesaidaswewalkedoutofthehotel.The

Weatherwasperfectforastrolldownthestreet.No

toactuallyexplorethecity.Bythewaswewereboth

wearingwhite.Hewaswearingawhiteshirt

unbuttonedandalightbluevestinsidealongwith

whitelightfabricatedtrouserwhichhefoldedup

fromthelegs.AndwhiteNikesneakers,Iwas

wearingawhitesummerdress.Whichwasjust

abovetheknees,withoutabraandwhiteNike

sneakers.Myhairnaturallycurledupintoanafro,I

woresimplemakeupandsilverhoopearrings."



Comeon,youonlyaskedmetocomewithyouto

DubaibecauseIhadcomplainedaboutyoualways

goingonbusinesstrips"Isaidrollingmyeyes."

OkayIagreebutwhataboutShanghai?"Heasked."I

hadexaminationscomingupinaweek"Isaid."You

studylikecrazy,I'msureyouhadalreadystudied"he

said."WellI,Iwantedtorevise"Isaidstutteringabit.

"Let'sforgetthat,whataboutNigeria?"Heasked."I

wasonmymenstrualperiod,youknowthatIget

heavycramps"Isaid."Isthatit?".Heasked."Well

Nigerianisnotoneofmyfavoritecountriesinthe

world,don'tgetmewrongIloveNigeriansbut

exploringanotherAfricancountry...Nah.Idon'tthink

so"Isaid."Youshouldseeyourself,sosessy"he

said,Ijustshrugged."Wherearewegoingexactly?"

Iaskedafterwe'vebeenwalkingfortoolong,we

werejustinthemistofhotels."There'samalldown

town,ifIstillremembercorrectly.Iwasthinking

maybeyou'dwanttodosomeshopping"hesaid."

Andwe'regoingtowalkthere"Iasked."We'llcatch

bigbusParisHop-onandhop-offtour"hesaid."I

don'tevenknowwhatyouaresaying"Isaidfrowning.

"You'llsee"hesaid."Howmanytimeshaveyou



beenhere?"Iaskedlookingupathim."Acoupleof

fewtimes"hesaid,"howmanywomenhaveyou

broughthereandtothatexacthotel"Iaskedgetting

myhandlosefromhim.Iwaswalkinginreverse

whilehewaswalkingtowardsme.Iwantedtolook

himintheeyes,"youreallydon'twanttoknowthat"

hesaid."NoIwanttoknow,tellme"Isaidfeeling

uneasy."Acoupleofwomen"hesaid."Ohcomeon

Salvatore,don'tpatroniseme.Tellme,I'lltakeitasit

comes"Isaid,alittlebitchucklingbutburningup

inside."OK,firststopwalkinginreverse,youmight

hurtyourself.I'lltellyou"hesaid.Iwalkednormally,"

so?"Iasked."Thereare7"hesaid."Seven?"Iasked

unbelievingly."Isthatthenumberofwomenyou've

dated?"Iaskedholdinghim,stoppinghimactually."

Whyareweexactlydiscussingthis,pleaselet'snot

ruinourperfectday"hesaid,myeyesdarting

betweenhis."You'reright,Ialsodon'twanttoruin

mydaybutyou'lltellmelater.I'mnotLetthisgo,not

soeasily"Isaidsmilingandsighingsoftly."That's

ourbus"hesaidpullingmyhand,weactuallyran

thereandhoppedin.Itwasactuallywrittenbigbus

Parisinbold."Whydidyoudothat?"Iasked



catchingmybreath.Iwasholdingontothepole,It's

fun"hesaidgiggling."Andthenyoucallmeinsane"I

saidshakingmyheadandsmiling."Thebusisstill

notmoving"Isaid."Itwillinafewseconds"hesaid

lookingathiswristwatch.TheoneIboughthim'

let'smakethisoursignature'thatone.thebus

startedmoving,thecitylookedmarvelousbutnotas

itlookedatnight."Iloveyou"hesaidlookingdown

atme,removingthestrandsofhairfrommyface.I

wassmilinglikeIretardfool.'Iloveyoutoo'I

murmured,hereadmylips."Ineedtocapturethis"I

saidlookingbehindhim.TheEiffeltowerwaseven

morecloser.Itookouthiscamera,bythewaywe

hadleftourphonesbackinthehotel.Switchedoff,I

capturedafewpicturesOKmaybealotbutIcouldn't

helpmyself.Iendedupcapturinghisgorgeousface,

whichwassonearbythecameraeye."Say

strawberries"Isaidcapturingafewmorepicsofus

hoppingoffthebus.Hecoveredhisfacewithhis

hand,avoidingtheflashlight."You'resuchaspoil

mybackonit.Hewaslookingatme."sportyazih.

Youboughtthiscamera,handleitlikeaman"Isaid."

OnlyifIknew"hesaid."hereweare"hesaidlooking



behindme.Wewereatthemall.Itwaswritten

aerovileinbold.IfoundmyselfinbeautyParadisé

hairandcosmetics,Hughes,kahler,parasol,Gucci,

dolceandgabbana,calvinKlein,Prada,saintLaurent

Paris.Wespenthoursandhoursthere,"IthinkI've

hadenoughfortheday"hesaid.Itwas16:00pm."I

thinkwe'regoingtoneedacab"Isaid,lookingatthe

bagswehad.Hewascarryingabout10shopping

handsinhishandsandIwascarryingsix.Healso

boughtafewthings,likesneakersandwatchand

twosuits."Myfeethurts"Isaid."Thisisthelast

timewe'regoingshopping,ifwecontinuelikethis

wemightenduphomeless"hesaid."ButSalvatore,

youpromisedmethosepinksweaters"Isaid

sulking."It'snotworking...taxi,taxi"hecalledout

andthedriverpulledup."Areyoucomingornot"he

askedgettinginside.Igotinaftergivinghimthe

bags.Thecabtaxitookustoourhotel.10minutes

laterwewereinoutroom.Whichwasspotless

cleanonceagain

.

"So?"Iaskedaftertakingashowerandstrainingup



myhair.Iwaswearingagownhewassittingonthe

balconyhavingwine."What?"Hesaidshrugginghis

shoulders.Itwas6pm.Wehaddinnerreservationin

somerestaurantaround20:00pm."Howmanywere

theybeforeme,what'stheirnames?"Iaskedsitting

downontheoppositechair."Idon'taskyouabout

yourexessoyoubasicallyhavenorighttoaskme"

hesaid."That'sprobablybecauseyoufindout

everythingaboutmebeforeIcouldtellyou,besides

thatIhavenoexboyfriend.Justtellmealready,you

saidyouwould"Isaid."Okay,itthat'swhatyouwant

then.We'dprobablybelateforourreservation,let

megoandtakeashowerandgetdressedandthen

wecouldtalkaboutthisoverdinner"hesaid."Don't

thinkthatI'llletthisoneslide"Isaidfollowinghim

insidetheroom."Thismightalittle"hesaidgetting

intothebathroom.Itookoutmydressoutofthe

shoppingbag.Itwasaredroundneckbuttoned

scrappydresswhichIwasgoingtowearwithred

pencilheels.Ididmymakeupfirst,whichseemedto

takeforeverbecauseheevenfinishedtakinga

shower.HewasdryinguphisherwhileIwascurling

upmyblackdyedhair.Iworemyredthong,nobra.I



thenputonmydress.Makingsurenottomessup

mymakeup.Ifixmyhairandsprayedit.Putonmy

heels,wegotfinishedatthesametime.Hewas

wearingmaroontrouser,Iwhitegoldt-shirt,black

formalshoesandablackjacket."Wow"hesaid

checkingmeout."Youdon'tlookbadyourself"Isaid

smiling"wecanleave"Isaidtakingmypurse."Let

meundressyoufirst"hesaidwalkingtowardsme."

No,I'mnothavingthat"Isaidrunningforthedoor."

Whataboutlaterthen"heaskingfollowingme,while

chuckling."I'llgiveyouamaybefornow"Isaid

smiling.Heclosedandlockedthedoorusingthe

card.

.

"Ican'trememberallthewomenI'vesleptwith,

maybe20or30Idon'tknow"hesaidoverdinner.

We'vebeentherefor30minutes,alreadyeating."

Forreally?"Iasked,eyespoppedout."I'maman

Cora"hesaid."Idon'tfeellikeusingfoullanguage

butIhavetosaythis'that'sbullovershit''I'maman

Cora'"Iimitatedhimsarcastically.Hejustlaughed,"

howmanyhaveyoubroughthere,toParis,tothat



specificrestaurant,tothathotel"Iasked."This

hotelandthisrestaurant,justone"hesaid."Who's

she?"Iasked."Cora"hesaid."Paris?"Iwasn't

abouttobeflirtedbyhissweetness."Seven,likeI've

saidbefore...Kylie,Isabella,Merc,Angelica,Mariam,

Melissaandyou"hesaid."IfIknewIwouldhave

chosenanotherhoneymoondestination"Isaid,

eatingmyfoodangrily."Youcouldn'thavereally

refusedfather'sgift''hesaidsmiling."Whyareyou

smilingexactly"Iaskedhim."Youlooksocutewhen

youarejealous"hesaid."That'smyline"hesaid."

DoyouknowwhatAlonzothinks"heasked.Ijust

shruggedmyshoulders."What?"Isaidwithmy

mouthfull."Hethinkthatoutofallthosewomen

you'retheonehe'scrazyaboutyou,you'rehisend

game"hesaid."Corathinksthatyou'rea

womanizer"Isaid."Ouch,Alonzousedtobea

womanizerbutnotanymore.Youcamealongand

thingschanged"hesaid."Who'smostbeautiful

amongthosewomen"Iasked."They'reallbeautiful

butthere'sthisonespecificone"hesaid."Who's

she?"Iaskedswallowingthelumpinmythroat."

Cora''hesaidonce."You'rejustimpossible



Salvatore"Isaiddefeated.Hejustchuckled.Wehad

ourdinneroverameaninglessconversation,wehad

dessertafterthat.Afewcocktailsafterthat,hewas

justbeinghischarmingselfandIwasalittlebittipsy.

Wewentbacktothehotel,Idon'tknowmaybe

around23:00.Itookaquickbathwhilehetooka

shower."So,doyoustillwanttoundressme"I

askedstandinginthebalcony,thefreshbreeze

hittingmyskin,notitwasactuallycoldtothevery."

ThisisnewbutIlike..."Hesaidstandingbehindme.

HehadatowelwrappedaroundhiswaistandIwas

wearingalingeriewhichwasaseethrough,hada

holeonmyuppertummyandabovemyboobs.It

wasLaceyandbackless,justtwobutstrandsoflacy

lacesholdingitonmyneckandlowerbackand

heels.Heheldtomyhips,"youlookglorious,sexual

appetising,goddesslystunning..."Hekeptgoingon

andonwhilecaressingmybody.Itwasticklish,the

smallfrabricmadehistouchpleasinglytickling.He

waskissingmyneck,sosuretoleavelovebites.

Everysingletouchofhisfeltliketorture,leavingme

wantingmore.Mybudthrobbingalready.Anyways

wemadeslowtormentinglovetillmorning,heleft



noinchofmineuntouched.Withhimeverysexual

sessionhadsomethingnew,youneverknewwhat

wouldcomenext.Theanticipationmademy

adrenalinerush.Allinallthehoneymoonwasthe

bestever,wehadsexwitheverychancewegot,

eveninrestaurantsandwaterparks,kissesonthe

bus,underthetower.Ontheboattours,incabs,in

thenightclubs.Twoweeksendedsofast,Ididn't

wantittostop.

.

Page71later
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Robinsondroveinsidethegateofourhome,itwas

11am,Iwaslookingoutsidethewindowlostinmy

meaninglessthoughts.ThefirstthingIdidwhenwe

gotinsidethehousewashitthebed,Iwassotired

plusIhadtogototheresidencylateron.The

holidaysweresadlyover,itwasbacktoreality.

Lorenzowasathisgrandpa'shouse,eversincewe



leftforParishehasbeenthere.Iwokeuparound

3:40pmthattooIwaswokenupbySalvatore."Hey"

hesaid,Isetupright."Imadeussomethingtoeat,

comeandeat"hesaidkissingmyshoulder.Igotoff

thebedandwashedmyfaceandmouthinthe

bathroom.Ithenwalkeddownstairsandfoundhim

himsittingonthehighchair."Areyouokay?"He

asked,"I'mfine,Ijustdon'tfeellikegoingtothe

residency.Idon'twanttogotothehospital

tomorrow.I'dhavetofacethosebitterfacesagain"I

saidsittingdowninaslumpposition."I'msure

they'veforgotaboutallthatwhathappened,they're

probablyfocusedonanothernewdrama.Everything

hasdieddie,youcanrelax"hesaid,"thiswillnever

diedown,it'llalwaysbeapartofme.I'llalwaysbe

rememberedasthatformerprostitute"Isaidbuthe

saidnothing.Wehadourdinner?,Iguess."Ithought

LorenzowouldbeherewhenIwakeup"Isaid

washingthedishes."Robinsongotstuckintraffic

butdon'tworry.I'llmakesureyouseehimby

tomorrowevening"hesaidwalkingoutofthe

kitchen.Ifeltsonumb,Iwentbackupstairsand

packedmybagsthentookaquickbath.Woremy



PJs,"I'mleaving,areyougoingtoaccompanyme?"I

askedputtingmybagsonthecouch.Hewas

watchingthenews,sofocused."Ihavealotofwork

tocatchupon,yourbodyguardswilldriveyou"he

saidstandingup."I'llseeyoutomorrow,takecareof

yourself"hesaidkissingme."Iwill"Isaidsmilinga

bit."Okaybye"Isaidtakingmybags.ThatmeantI

wasn'tgoingtousemycar,welltechnicallyhiscar

butIwastheoneusingitso...AnywaysIgottothe

residencyaround7pm.Therewerealotofpeople,

wellstudentsanddoctors.Everybodywascatching

upwhileIjustwantedtobeinmyroomalone,

sleeping.Ididjustthat,wenttosleepagain.Iwoke

uparound23pm,naturecall."No,thiscan'tbe

happening.No!"Iscreamedsoangryandsaddened

bymybloodredpanties.Iwasonmymenstrual

period,"areyouOKma'am"Samaskedbudgingin

thedoor."Getout!"Isnappedcoveringmyselfwitha

blanket.Iwasonlywearingmypantiesandvest.I

tookanotherbathwashedmyunderwearandworea

padandblackpantiesandPJs.Ididn'trealizethatI

wascryinguntilItookaglanceatthemirror."Why

areyoucrying,there'salwaysanothertimeright.



Maybenextmonthyou'llfallpregnant"Isaidsmiling

smilingatmyimageandwipingoffmytears.Itook

pillsforthecrampsthenwentbacktobedafter

settingthealarm.Ican'trememberthetimeIfell

asleepbutIwaswokenupbyloudlyringingalarm.I

draggedmyselfintothebathroomandtooka

showerIworemyNiketracksuitsandsneakers,

packedmyhandbagthenwentout."Ma'amIam

sorryaboutbudginginjustlikethatlastnight.It's

justthatIheardyouscream.SoIassumedthatyou

mightbeintrouble"Samsaid,hewasalonethere.I

didn'tevenbothertoask,"pleasejustkeepquiet

andgetmetothehospital"Isaidsotiredlyand

irritated.Myfavoritesoundatthemomentwas

silence.Ihadalotofquestionsrunninginmyheard,

howcouldIhavenotfallenpregnant.Wehada

thousandofsexualintercoursejustafewweeks

beforemymenstrualweek.AndDrDavisassured

methatafterthatlaparoscopysurgery.'sinceIam

stillyounghesaidthatIhavehigherchancesof

gettingpregnant'myinnerselfscreamed."Ma'am

we'rehere"IhadSamiansay.Icamebacktoearth,

wehadreachedthehospital.Hewasopeningthe



doorforme,Igotoutandwalkedintotheelevator.

Hewasbymysidesidetheentiretime.

.

5hourslaterIwassittinginthecafeteriadealing

withsomepatient'sfiles.Tryingmybesttofocus,

justtokeepsane."Youmusthaveastormofa

headache"DrFrancissaidsittingonthetable,he

touchedmyforehead."GoodgriefCora,you're

burningup"hesaidlookingsoshockedandworried.

Hewalkedsomewhere,Ididn'tcaretolook.I

touchedmyforeheadanditfeltlikefire.AnywaysI

continuedwithwhatIwasdoing"takethese"he

saidofferingmetabletsforheadacheandaglassof

water.Itookthemanddrankup."Howareyou

planningtotakecareofpatientswhileyou'resick

yourself"hesaidsittingontheoppositechair."I'm

fine,it'snotabigdeal"Isaidfocussingonthefile

Infrontofme."Icouldtellfromacrosstheroomthat

you'renotOK,what'sup"heaskedtakingthefilefor

me."WithallduerespectsirIdon'twanttotalk

aboutit,it'smypersonalproblems.Thanksforthe

pills.Nowifyou'dexcuseme"Isaidstandingupand



takingmyfilesIwentbackintomyapartmentafter

theshiftwasover."Ma'am,Sircalled.Hetoldmeto

tellyouthatyoushouldpickupyourphone.He's

beentryingtocallyou"Samiansaidaswewerein

theelevator."Ohh,myphone"Isaidsearchingforit

inmybagbutitwasnotthere."Imust'veleftitin

myapartment"Isaidafternotfindingitinmybag.I

walkedinmyapartmentafterunlocking,Iturnedon

thelights.Ifounditonthemessybed,therewerea

lotofmissedcallsfromalotofpeople."We're

almostthere"hesaidafterpickingupAthenhe

hungup.Iwentintothebathroomtotakeaquick

bath,"Cora,we'rehere"IhadSalvatoresay."I'm

coming"IsaidwrappingupwhatIwasdoing.Iput

onmypantiesandpadthenwrappedupatowel

aroundmybodythenwentout,Ifoundhimfixingmy

bed."Don't,don'tdothat.I'mgoingtosleep

anyways"Isaid."Mommy,Igotyouchocolatesand

ice-cream"Lorenzosaidwalkingtowardsmewitha

plastic,hewasactuallydraggingitOntheground."I

missedyou"Isaidkneelingdownandhugginghim."

ImissyoutooMom"hesaid,healwayssaidthatina

presenttense."Sotellme,whattroubledidyouget



uptowithgrandpa?"Iaskedsmilingfaintly.

Salvatorestillcontinuedtochangethebedcovers.I

guesshesawthebloodstainsIhadhiddenunder

mywhitetowel."Ididn'tgivegrandpaanytrouble

mommy,meandGrandpaarebigfriends.Weride

bicyclesandcooktogether.It'sfun"hesaid,

happinesswrittenalloverhiscutelittleface."Mmh

soundslikeyouhadalotsoffun,whatelsedidyou

twodo?"Iaskedpullinghischeeks."Wewatched

footballandeatice-creamandheteachesmehow

todriveacar.Hesaidhe'llbuyMrmyowncarnext

yearonmybirthday.Wehadalotsofgueststoo,

evenmother'sfathercame.Guesswhatmommy"he

whothelastpart."What"Iwhisperedtoo."Father's

mothercametoo.Shekissedgrandpa,likeyouand

Dadalwaysdo.Euw"hewhisperedintomyearbutI

amsurethatSalvatoreheardthattoo,Ilookedat

himbuthewassofocusedonthebed."Lorenzogo

outsidetouncleDumisani.Ineedtotalktoyour

mother"hefinallysaidafterwatchingushavingour

sillyconversation."Dad"hesaiddragginghisfeet."

Go,you'llcomebacksoon"Isaidpushinghim

outsideandclosingthedoor."What'seatingyouup,



anddon'ttellmeit'snothing.I'vebeenwatchingyou

fakingsmileswithLorenzo"hesaid."SoYour

motherandfatherarebacktogether?"Iasked

walkingtowardsthecouchwhereIhadthrewmy

PJsearlieron."Iamnotinterestedtofindout...

what'swrongwithyou?"Heaskedwalkingtowards

me.Idressedup,"nothing"Isaidturningaroundand

findinghimsoclosetome.Hefrowned,"didyour

phonedie"heaskedarmsfoldedaroundhishuge

chest."NoIforgotithere"Isaidwalkingtowardsmy

deskandtakingmypills,Idrewwaterfromthesink

anddrankupmypills."Sincewhendoyou...isthis

aboutthebloodstainsIfoundonyourbedcovers.

Didyoumiscarry,whathappened?"Heasked,Iwas

juststaringathim."GoddammitZabenathisay

something"heshoutedsofrustrated.Bringingme

backtoearth."IfIwasneverpregnanthowcouldI

havehadamiscarriage.Whatifthesurgical

procedurewasinvein.WhatifIcannotgiveyou

children,whatthen?"Isaidrunningmyfingers

throughmyhair."Whatthen...Ishouldhavefallen

pregnant,wehadsexattherighttime...I'd

understandifyouwantdivorce"Isaidsittingdown



onbed."No,no,areyoucrazy.Howcouldyougive

upsoearly,thisisourfirstmonthoftrying.Youwill

fallpregnant,ItrustDrDavis.Wejustneedtobe

patient,that'sit"hesaidholdingmyhands."What

happensifIreallycan'tgiveyouchildren,webetter

separatenowwhileit'sstillearly.Idon'twanttogive

toomuchintothisrelationshiponlytobe

disappointedandIdon'twantthatforyoueither."I

saidcrying."Corastopit,westillhaveanIVF

alternative.Wehaven'tConsultedaqualifiedmedical

doctor,let'snotrushintoconclusion.Forgetabout

thewhatifs.Wewillhavekids,youandI.I'mnever

goingtoletyougonomatterwhat"hesaidkissing

myhands."WhatiftheIVFdeclines.Whatthen,will

youstaybymysideeventhoughIamabarren

woman?"Iaskedlookingathimthroughtearyeyes."

Yougottahavefaith,havefaith.It'llwork,ithasto

work"hesaidsoundingsodesperate?."Bedsides

thatwehaveLore,wehaveachild."Hesaid."That's

notenoughforme,Lore'snotenoughforme.Ialso

wanttoknowhowitfeelsliketobepregnant,Iwant

tofeelthebabykicksinsidemytummy,themorning

sicknessandallthethingsthatcomeswith



pregnancy.Iwantmyownbiologicalchildren...Ilove

Lorebuthe...Iwanttogiveyouchildren,Iwantto

feelcompleteasawoman."Iscreamedwhile

grabbingontothebedcovers.Hejustembracedme

untilIcalmeddown."Maybethemedicationyou

usedtotaketopreventpregnancyisstillinInyour

system,wegottabepatient.Yougottabepatient.

.

Tobecontinued

[6/3,15:04]Lynne:Continuing

.

"Weshouldgotochurchsometimes"hesaidaswe

cuddlinginbed.It'sbeenthreeweekssinceIhadmy

menstrualperiods."What?"Iaskedturningaround

tolookathimprobably,justtocheckifsanitywas

stillwithinhim."What?"Heaskedfrowning."What

didyoujustsay?"Iasked,justtomakesurethatI

heardhimright."Weshouldgotochurch"he

repeated."You'redrunkalready?"Iaskedfrowning."

No,why"heaskedshrugging."Whatdidyoujust

say'weshouldgotochurchsometimes'that'slike



mesaying,"heyJoaquin,weshouldrobabank

sometimes.Ordoaheist"Isaid."What?,Youdon't

believethatIcouldactuallywalkthroughthose

churchdoors.Isitthathardtobelieve?"Heasked

sittingupright."Italmostsoundsimpossibletome"

Isaidsittinguprightmyself."Nothingisimpossible,

ifyoubelieve"hesaid."That'slikeamovieline,

wheredidyougetthatfrom"Iasked."Ican't

remember,itmustbefromthatoneofyourromcom

moviesbutthat'snotthepoint,thepointisthatyou

andIaregoingtochurchtogether.Believeitornot"

hesaid."EvenifIdobelieveit,Ican't.Idon'tfeellike

it"Isaidputtingmyheadonhisnakedchest.Hewas

wearingtrousersonly,itwasjustanormalday,

Lorenzowasupstairssleeping.Hewascoming

downwithflu,hadbeentoadoctor."Why,Ican't

rememberthelasttimeyouwenttochurchCora,it's

likeyou'reslowlyslippingawayfromGod"hesaid."

Isn'titanirony,amanlikeyoutalkingaboutGod"I

saidstandingupandleaving.Hewasleftgagging,I

wenttothelibraryandstudiedabiteventhoughit

seemedimpossible,eventhoughIwasangry.Mostly

withmyself,Ishouldn'thavesaidthat.Wewereto



gototiaxiang'shouselateron,ithadbeenalong

timesincewegottogetherasfriends.Thetimewas

2pm,Igotoutofthelibraryaround4pm,wewere

supposedtogettherearound6pm.IfoundSalvatore

sittinginthekitchen,havingsomeicecream."Iam

sorry"Isaidsittingdownacrossthekitchencounter,

"Isaidthatoutofanger,sometimesIjustlikeGodis

failingmeandrightnowIdon'tthinkhe'sthebest

resortorthecomfortIneed.Idon'twanttogoto

churchforthesakeofjustgoing,Iwanttobewhole

heartedlythere...Andyouwereright,I'mdrifting

awayfromGod,fromJesusChrist.Icanfeelittoo

butIcan'tfacehimrightnow,Idon'twanttobe

weakandbreakdownandcry."Iadded,hewas

havinghisicecreaminbetween."Whatchanged

thistimeCora,you'vealwaysfoundcomfortinGod.

Wheneverthingswentwrong,you'dprayhardand

Godtochurch.Ican'trememberthelasttimeIsaw

youpraying.Thingscan'tbethatbad"hesaid

closinghisice-creamcontainer."Idon'tknow,it

happenssometimes.Ithappens,evenIamhuman.I

havemybreakingpointandweakpoints.Ican't

explainitbutIfeelsoangrywithhim,Ifeellikehe



letseverythingbadhappentome.Hejustsitsthere

andwatchwhileIhavetofightwiththewolves,Ifeel

likeIamfightingthesebattlesallalone...Iwillget

backtohimwhenthetimeisright,rightnowIneed

healing.Awayfromhim"Isaidfeelingsoemotional.

"OKifyousayso,butyou'vealwaystoldmethathe

cannevergiveusaburdenbeyondourcapabilities"

hesaidopeningtherefrigerator,"canIhavethat"I

askedpointingattheice-creamcontainer.Hegave

metheice-creamcontainerandspoon."Maybeyou

shouldtrygoingtochurchuntilyoufeellikeit,it

alwaysmakesyoufeelbetterwhenyou'redown"he

saidgettingoutofthekitchen,Ihadmydeliciousice

cream,scoopedittomymouthuntilitwasfinished.

.

"No,no,I'mnotgettinginvolved.ThelasttimeI

playedgameswithyouIalsogotaheartattack"I

saidraisingmyhandsupinsurrender."Comeon,

don'tbeaspoilsport.It'sjustsimplekaraoke"

Amandasaid.Itwas7pmandwewerechilling

aroundthepoolafterhavingthebraaidmeat,we

werehavingciderswelltheywerehavingCidersand



Iwashavinglimejuice-doctor'sorders,forsome

strangereasonEsihlewasdrivingorangejuicetoo.I

didn'tdaretoaskthough,"comeonbabe"Salvatore

said."OKfinebutwherearetheLyrics"Iasked

frowning.Iwaswearingwhiteskinnyjeans,thigh

highbootswhite,Ismallcroptopinsideandapink

jacket,whichihadoffmyshoulders,"letmegoand

gettheDataprojectorandlaptop"Tiaxiangsaid,"I'll

helpyou"Esihlesaidfollowinghim."Idon'tthinkyou

should—..."Liplease,I'mnotsick"hesaid,sounding

pissedoffanywaystheyleft."sohowdoesthis

work"Priyaaskedafterthedateprojectorwas

connected."Sothisishowitgoes,eachcoupleis

goingtogivewrite10songsontheirsongslistand

I'mgoingtodownloadthebeatsalongwiththelyrics

andeachcoupleisgoingtosingWhateversongs

playsup.We'regoingtoexchangesongsinother

words"Rajeshexplained."Butthat'snotfair,Ihave

myowntypeofmusicandSalvatorelistenstotoold

schoolandwhatifit'saZuluorHindiorKorean

song?"Iasked,notreallyliketheidea."That'sthe

funniestthingaboutthisandstopcriticizingmy

music,oldschoolisthebest"Salvatoresaid."Getit



onwiththelistandstoparguing"Divyasaid."Cora

hasapointthough,ialsodon'tliketheidea.Korean

songs.ImagineallthechingsandChong"mbutho

saidmakingusalllaugh,wellacceptedforTiaxiang.

"IalsohaveacomplaintaboutHindiandZulusongs,

whataboutthat"hesaid,"heydon'tinvolveZulu

songsinthis"Esihlesaid,Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh."

Guys,listsplease"Rajeshsaid.Iwentandset"so

howmanyLuthervandrosssongsdoyouthinkwe

shouldwrite"Iaskedputtingmyhandaroundhis

neck."Thewholelastalbum"hesaidsolemnly,"

forgetthatIeveraskedthat,let'smakeitafairdeal,

fivefive"Isaid,"ain'twesupposedtobeworking

together,it'sacouple'ssongslistnotsinglessongs

list"hesaid,"we'rejustnotcomplementarywhenit

comestomusic,that'snotmyfault"Isaidshrugging.

"Besides,youandIonlywillknow,quicklywriteyour

topfiveandI'lltellyoumine"Isaid."Where?"He

asked."YouriPhonehasnotebook"Isaid,"ohh"he

saidtakingitout.Wewroteourlistsandgavethem

toRajeshwhoquicklydownloadedthemusic."On

secondthought,ifyou'resingingithorriblydon'tbe

surprisedwhenIpass"hesaid,"that'snotfair,I'ma



badsinger,andhe'shorrible"Esihlesaidwhining.Raj

justshruggedhisshoulders."I'mgoingtogofirst"

hesaid,"thatwon'tbefair,youknowhowthesongs

listgoessoyou'dprobablychoosewhatsuitsyou"

mbuthosaid."Sohowisthisgoingtowork"Raj

asked."LetmebetheDJandI'moutofthegame"I

saidraisingmyhand."Letthemusicplayonit'snow

butyou'redefinitelynottheone"Salvatoresaid."

Who'sgoingtostartThen?"Michaelaskedaftera

longtimeofkeepingquiet."Definitelynotus"Esihle

said."Cora,let'sdothis"Salvatoresaidpullingmy

hand,weweresittingonacirclecouches.The

projectorinInfrontofus"Salvatore"Isaidtryingto

resistbutIttoolate.Rajplayedthemusic.Lyricsgot

displayedonthescreen,"areweAllowedtopass"

Salvatoresaidafterkwestassongplayed,African

pop.Theyalljustlaughed,Iendeduplaughing.

Servedhimright."Justonce"Rajsaidpassingonto

thenextsong."Thesearedefinitelymysongs,come

onKong.You'rekillingmyvibe"Mbuthoscreamed,

Salvatorelookedsodumbfounded.Tryingtoletthe

beatkickin." Babygirlyougivejoyand

excitement.IpromiseI'dnevergettiredyeah,even



thoughIgotagirl.You'remysidechick,Icallyoumy

girlnevermyB,bestofthose...Iusedtogoforgirls

whoarelightskinned,whenyoudroppedittothe

floorthenIlikeit,Ilikeyourcurlyhairandyour

physiquebaby,youuniquebaby,you'redocomplete

baby.... "Hetriedthereandthere,hewasmoreof

talkingthensinging.IswearIendeduponthefloor,

laughing.IwassupposedtobehelpinghimbutI

wasbusylaughingathim." That'smybaby,that's

mybaby,that'smybabygirl,that'smybabygirl "

hewentonandonpointingoutatmewhileIwas

laughingonthefloor.Thesongfinallyended,my

tummyhurt."You'resuchabadwifeCora"Esihle

commentedshakingherheadunbelievingly."What?"

Iaskedshruggingmyshoulders."You'remocking

mybrother,hewastrying"shesaid,"hewasfunny"I

said,Salvatorewasalreadysittingonthecouch."

I'msonotdoingthisagain"hesaid."Youtriedbozza,

Kevinsaidpattinghisshoulder."Youdidwell"Isaid

sittingonhislap,stilllaughinginside."I'llgetmy

lawyertopreparefordivorcepapers"hesaid."Isit?"

Iaskedgiggling."Wewe'resupposedtosingalong

butyouwerebusylaughingyourassputonthe



ground"hesaid,"I'msorry,butpleasedon'tdivorce

me"Isaidstilllaughing.

"It'sKevinandSiwenow"Rajsaid."Igotyoubaby

Daddy"Siwesaidstandingupfirst,excitedly.And

thensketchybongo'ssongplayed."Yes"siwesaid

jumpingupanddown." Simplicityiswhatyou

bringtomewhenyoulovemeinthedark,whenthe

lightsgooutandthemusicfadesit'swhenIneed

yourlovex2,cozeverythingaroundmeistellingme

whatIneedbutallIneedisyou.oohSoLovemein

thedarkandtheywon'ttearusapart-Siwe

.

I'msotired,canwecloseoureyes.Blockoutthe

sunlight.Cozeverynowandthenitgetshardto

pretendthatIdon'tneedyourlovecozIneedyour

love.Andthendon'tseeusfalltheywannabringus

down.Theycan'tbreakthelovetheydon'tknow

about,—kevin... "Theysangtilltheendholding

hands.Itwasbeautiful,weallclappedafterthey

weredone."TiaxiangandEsihle,yourturn"Rajsaid.

"HelpmeGod"Esihlesaid.Westlifeplayed."Thank

Godit'sEnglish"Tiaxiangsaid.Theygotthelyrics



butthevoicesNah!,Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh."You

guysareterribleSingers"Salvatoresaid."Atleast

wetriedotherthanyoutwo"Esihlesaidkindaangry.

"Lilsisteryourvoicesoundshor—"Salvatore

insisted.ButIclosedhismouthwithmyhand."Next

please"Iscreamed."AmandaandMichael,please

graceuswithyourvoices"Rajsaid.Thensanctuary

lovebyDonaldplayed,itwasaworstnightmare

singingalongwithMbutho'sfavoritesongs.Ifigured

theywerehisbecausewheneverasongwouldplay

hewouldstandupanddanceabit."Nextplease"

Michaelsaid."But—"Amandatriedtoprotestbutit

wasalreadytoolateso,theretheyweretryingto

wraptheirheadsaroundtheHindisongthatwas

playing." Aansounnenazarmainjagahbanaayi

zindagikahissabanitanhaayi(2x)(tearshave

madeahomeinmyeyesholinesshasbecomea

partofmylife)

Poorihokebhipoorinahosakiduaa...(Evenupon

completion,thisprayerhasn'tbeenaccepted)... "

TheywerejuststaringattheHindiwrittenconfusing

lyrics."Isitpossibletoaskfornext?"Michaelsaid



givingup."Comeandsitdown,nextplease"Isaid

laughingatthem."Thisisallyourfault,thefirst

songwasperfectlyfinebutnotyouhadtogoahead

andsay'nextplease'nextplease"Amandasaidso

irritatedwhileMichaeltriedtocalmhimdownwhile

therestofuswerebusylaughing."It'sPriyaand

Mbutho'sturnnow"Divyasaid.Jamesblunt'ssong

played-you'rebeautiful."Iknowthisonebaby"

mbuthosaidholdinghiswife'swaist." Mylifeis

brilliantx2,myloveispure.Isawanangel,ofthatI'm

sure.ShesmiledatmeonaSubway.Shewaswith

anotherman,butIwon'tlosenosleeponthatcoz

I'vegotaplan.You'rebeautifulx3it'strue.Isawyour

faceinacrowdedplaceandIdon'tknowwhattodo

cozI'llneverbewithyou-Mbutho

.

Yesshecaughtmyeyeasshewalkedonby,she

couldseefrommyfacethatIwasflyinghighandI

don'tthinkthatI'maseeheragainbutweshareda

momentthat'lllasttotheend-priya"theysangwhile

dancing

Ineachother'sarms,slowly."Wow,thatwasso



romantic"Isaidbeingforward."It'sourturnnow"

Priyasaidstandingup.AnotherHindisong. Tum

mereho,ispalmereho.Kalshaayadyeaalamna

Rahe.(you'remine,inthismoment,youaremine,

tomorrow,thingsmayormaynotremainthesame)

Kuchaisehotum,tumnaraho

Kuchaisahohum,humnaraho(maybesomething

wouldhappenthatyoudon'tremainyourself,maybe

somethingwouldhappenthatIdon'tremainmyself)

yaraastaalagnojaayeinchaptercualtehumkho

jaayein(maybeourpathswoulddivergeandweget

lostaswekeepwalking)mainphirbitumko

chaahungax2(butI'llstillloveyou) theysangitso

beautifullyeventhoughIcouldn'tunderstandwhat

theyweresayingbutIgotthatitcarriedemotional

words.Divyaendedupsheddingafewtearswhile

smiling."It'stheSalvatorefamily'sturn"Rajeshsaid

hugginghiswife.Anywaystheyplayedthenextsong

eventhoughthemoodwasquitequiet.Cyndilauper

—timeaftertimeplayed.Theoldestsongsever"

really?"Iaskedarmsfolded."What?,It'sbeautiful

Amandasaid"thenIguesseditwasherfavorite,it



wasnotthatbadafterall." LyinginmybedIhear

theclocktickandthinkofyou,caughtupincircles

confusingisnothingnew.Flashbacks,warmnights.

Almostleftbehind,suitcaseofmemories,timeafter.

Sometimesyoupictureme,I'mwalkingtoofar

ahead.You'recallingtome,Ican'thearwhatyou've

saidthenyousaygoslow.i,fallbehind.Thesecond

handunwinds-me

.

Ifyou'relostyoucanlookandyou'llfindme,ttime

aftertime,ifyoufallI'llcatchyou.I'llbewaiting,time

aftertimex3—bothofus

.

Aftermypicturefadesanddarknesshasturnedinto

grey,watchingthroughwindows,you'reWonderingif

I'mokay.Secretsdon'tlivefromdeepinside.The

drumsbeatssoundsoftime.—him

.

Ifyou'relostyoucanlookandyou'llfindme,ttime

aftertime,ifyoufallI'llcatchyou.I'llbe



Waiting,Timeaftertime.Ifyou'relostyoucanlook

andyou'llfindme,timeaftertime,ifyoufallI'llcatch

you.I'llbewaitingtimeaftertime,timeaftertime,

timeaftertime wesangtilltheend,whiledoing

sillymoves.Itwasmuchfun."Whoo!"Amandasaid

whiletheyclapped."It'sbacktoKevineveryone,"Raj

said...

.

Wecontinuedwithkaraokeuntilmidnight,welluntil

allthesongswerefinished,weonlyfoundoutlater

thatRajwasmakingavideoofusallalong,itwas

crazy.Weweregoingbackhomeinhisnotusually

usedBentley.Therewerebodyguardsbehindand

Infrontofourcar."Ihadsomuchfuntoday"Isaid

openingthewindowandlettingmyhandout,tofeel

thecoldmorningbreezehitmyskin."Youlookso

happy,I'mgladwewenttherebutifyoudon'twant

toloseanarmitwouldbebetterifyouclosethat

window"hesaid.Igotmyarmbackinsideand

closedthewindow.

Wegotintothehouseandtookashowertogether

thenwenttobed,itwasaSunday12amwhenwe



wenttobed,wewerewokenupbyLorejumpingon

bedearlyinthemorning."Hey,stopthat"Isaid

sittinguprightandrubbingmyeyes."Isthisasignof

yougettingbetter"Alonzoaskedwakingup."Bad

sign,Itellyou"Isaidgettingoutofbed.Itooka

shower,whileSalvatorejustbrushedhisteethand

wentout.AnywaysIworeoneofmyshortskirtand

offshouldertopsandflipflopsthenwent

downstairs.WhereIfoundAlonzowrappingupwith

makingbreakfast,Isetdownonthehighchair."

Where'sauntP?"IaskedLorenzo."Shewenttosee

NinaMom"hesaid."Ohh"that'sallIsaid,wegot

servedwithscrambledeggsfriedchips,sausages

andtoastedbreadthenjuiceorcoffee."Wewillgo

outandbuyIcecreamPapa"Lorenzosaidhavinghis

breakfast."Nottodaybuddy,Igotstufftotakecare

of"Salvatoresaid,Lorelookedsodisappointed."But

Icanstilltakeyouthere"Isaid,"yey!"Hesaid

clappingchildishly.SoSalvatorewenttotheoffice

afterfinishingupwithbreakfastandshower.

LorenzoandIweregoingtogogetIcecreamaround

2pm.It'snotthaticecreamwasnotaroundthe

housebutitwasallaboutthedriveandsinging



alongwithhischildlikesillysongs.Helovedthat,"

momlet'sgo"hesaidasIwaswatchingtelevision."

Let'sgotoauntPetuniafirst"Isaidpullingherhand

andwewalkedtothebackyardguestshouse.We

knockedononNina'sdoor,"comeinifyou're

handsome"shesaid,Iopenedupthedooranyways.

"Ohhyou,whatareyoudoinghere?"Sheasked

standingupfromthebed.Petuniawassittingonthe

couch,readingsomemagazine."Hi"Isaid,"I'mhere

toseekpetunia'shelp"Iadded."Ohh,whatcanIdo

foryouCora"Petuniasaidlookingatupatmewitha

smile."Iwaswonderingifyoucouldgetsomeofmy

laundrydoneformewhileItakeLoreoutforice

cream?"Iasked"I'llpayyou"Iadded."Itmustbe

nicebeingmarriedtoarich—"Ninawassayingbut

thenmyphonerang."Husband"IansweredStillin

herroom."Wife"hesaidmakingmechuckleabit."

HeyIwaswonderingifyoucouldgetmethefilei

forgetthere,it'surgent"headdedfastly."OhhOK

butwho'sgoingtotakeLoreoutthen"Iasked

caughtupinbetween."Youcangooutsomeother

time,Ihaveaveryimportantmeetingwithinanhour,

IcouldhaveaskedRobinsontobringitbutit'savery



confidentialfile.Please"hesaid."OK,I'llbringit"I

said."Thankyou,makeitsnappy"hesaidthenhung

up."UmmhLorenzo,I'msorrybutIcan'ttakeyou

outanymore"IsaidkneelingdownInfrontofhim."

ButMom,youpromised"hesaidthenstartedcrying.

"I'msorry,butIcan'tsplitmyselfintotwo.Yourdad

willtakeyoutheretomorrow"Isaidwipingawayhis

tears."IwouldhavetakenhimoutforIcecreambut

mycarisgivingmeproblemslatelyandIhatebeing

drivenaroundbythosestupidbodyguards.It'sbetter

iftheyfollowmebehind"Ninasaidlookingatme,"

youcantakemycar"Ioffered."That'ssoundslikea

plan,letmechangefirstandIalsodon'thavecash"

shesaidwalkingintohercloset."I'llgiveyoucash

justaslongasyou'regoingtotakeLorethere"Isaid

standingup.JustlikethatLoreendedupgoingwith

NinaandSamianandDumisanidrovemetoclub

Paradisé.

.

72uptomorrowlater
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"Itriedcallingyoubackbutyourphonewas

unreachable,isthisthefile?"Iaskedwalkinginhis

office,Ihadcarriedafewfileswithmebuttherewas

justthisblackonewhichstoodout."You'rea

lifesaver,thankyou...myphoneisswitchedoff,I

didn'twanttobedisturbed"hesaidtakingthefile

fromme."Youseemtobeunderalotofpressure,

What'sup?"Iasked."I'mmeetingupwiththese

potentialinvestors,I'mlookingforwardto

reconstructingtheclubintosomethingbig.There

arealotofpeoplewhoareafterthisdeal,Ineedto

nailmyproposalperfectly"hesaidwhilebusy

rearrangingfiles."Okay,I'maleaveyoutoit,bythe

wayNinatookLoreout.Ihopethat'sfine"Isaid

walkingtowardsthedoor."Aslongashe'sfine"he

saidnotreallyintowhatI'djustsaid."I'llseeyou

backathomethen"Isaid,hedidn'tanswer,hehada

frownonhisface.Tryingtounderstandwhatwas

Infrontofhim,Igotoutoftheclubwhichhadalotof

people.ConsideringthefactthatitwasaSunday

midday,Ididn'texpectthat.Anywaysmydrivertook



mehome.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

.

Themeetingwentwell,atleastIsawitthatway.

Theyweregoingtodecidethengivemeacall,I

switchedonmyphoneandsawalotofmissedcalls

fromEmeka,oneofNina'sbodyguards.Icalledhim

backimmediately,"Sirpleasequickgettothewhite

gardenhospitalyoursonandmissNinahasbeen

involvedinacaraccident"hesaidsofast,his

Nigerianaccentconfusingmeabit,ormaybeiwas

justconfusedbythenews."What,whatareyou

saying.How,howdidthishappen?"Iaskedalready

takingmycarkeysandrushingoutsidetothe

parking."Sir,theygothitbyatruck.Pleasehurryup"

hesaidsoundingsopanicking,Ifeltdizzyabit.If

somethinghappenstomysonIwouldn'tbeableto

livewithmyself.Idrovetothehospitallikeamaniac.

Crossedthroughredrobotsafewtimes.Iwas

suddenlyfeelinghot,itdidn'ttakememuchtimeto



getthere."Where'smyson?"Iaskedthe

receptionistassoonastheelevatoropened."Sir

calmdown,what'syourson'sname?"The

receptionistaskedme,foramomentthereIswearI

evenforgotbuddy'sname."UmmhLorenzo,Lorenzo

MongeziSalvatore"Isaidafterclosingandopening

myeyes."Gostraightdownthecorridor,he'sin

room17b"shesaid,Itookafewstepsforwardthen

turnedbackonmyfeet."Whatabouthismother,

Ninakhumalo?"Iaskedrememberingthatitwasher

driving."She'sinthetheaterrightnow"shesaid

aftergoingthroughhercomputer.Iwalkedtoroom

whereshehadinstructedme.Ibudgedinwithout

knocking,Ifoundadoctorcheckingonthe

unconsciousEnzo.Hehadabandageonhisarms

andhead."Sir,I'mgoingtohavetoaskyouleave"he

saidturningaround."How'she?"Iaskedwalkingto

theothersideofthebed."Howareyourelatedto

thepatient?"Heasked,writingonthepatient's

informationboard."I'mhisfather,howismyson.Is

hegoingtobefine"Ikindofsnapped,hegotunder

myskin."Iunderstandthatyou'reworriedbut

shoutingwon'thelp...Yoursonisunconsciousas



youcansee,he'sonsedatives.Thegoodnewsis

thathisinjuriesareexternal,andthereareno

fracturedorbrokenbones.Heshouldbeawake

withinafewhours"heexplained."And,andthe

womanthatwasinthecar,hismother.Howisshe,

isshegoingtobefine?"Iasked,reallyworried.We

mightnothavegottenalongbutshewasthemother

ofmychild,deepdowninside.Icaredforher,"thatI

donotknowbutfromwhatIsaw.Thechancesof

hersurvivingareveryslim.Theotherdoctorsare

operatingonherinthetheater...Ifyou'dexcuseme"

hesaidleavingtheward."Fuck!"Icursedthrough

grittedteeth,"Boss,thankGodyoucame"Emeka

saidwalkinginsidetheWardwithEdward.Icharged

towardshimandpunchedhimhardthathefelldown

andEdwardtooalsogotapunch."Ipayyouto

protectmyfamily"IsaidrunningmyFingersthrough

myhair."SorryBossbuttherewasnothingwecould

havedoneaboutit"Edwardsaidmassaginghisjaw.

"Don'tfuckingtellmethat,lookhowbadlymysonis

injured"Ishoutedpacingupanddown."Bossthe

colomentatruckdriverdeliberatelyranintoMiss

Ninaandthenheranawayafterthat"Emekasaid,



lookingsofrustrated."JustgetoutofherebeforeI

kill"Isaidtakingadeepbreath.Myphoneonthe

othersidekeptonringing.IcheckedthecallerID,It

wasCora.Iignoredit,Iwasn'tinthemoodtotalkto

her.IfIdidanswerthatcallImighthavesaid

somethingsI'dregret.Shecalledacoupleoftime.I

putmyphoneonsilentmodeandcalledTelescope,"

KingKong"heanswered."Somebodytriedtokillmy

family,Iwantyoutotrackthemdownandbring

themtome.Alive"Isaidwithoutwastinganytime."

Whoa,calmdown.Iamgoingtoneedmoredetails"

hesaid."Right,hold...I'llgetoneofmyguysonthe

phone"Isaidwalkingout,searchingforforEdward

andEmeka.IfoundthemintheWaitingroom."

Explaineverything"IsaidgivingthephonetoEmeka,

whotookitlookingsoconfused."Yes"hesaid."On

thethirdjunctionofthehighway....shewasaboutto

takeaturn...Ican'tremembercorrectlybutitwasa

whiteAMGtruck.Andthennumberplatewasn't

available.AndyesshewasdrivingMrsSalvatore's

silverAudiRS5coupe.Sure"heansweredKevin's

questions."I'mworkingonit,I'llhavetogothrough

theCCTVcameras.I'llgetbacktoyou"telescope



said."Findhim"Isaidthenhungup"YousayNina

wasdrivingmywife'scar?"Iaskedputtingmyphone

inmypocket."Yes,MrsSalvatoreborrowedherher

car,sincemissNina'scarhasissues"shesaid."

WhereexactlywasNinagoingwithmyson"Iasked.

"Icecream,sir"hesaidfrowning.Mymemory

rushedbacktothetimewhereCoratoldmethat

NinawastakingLorenzooutforIcecream.Myhead

wassostuckuponthepresentationthattimethatI

couldn'tRespondtoher."DamnitCora,Itoldherto

cancelthedarnIcecreamthing"Isaidhittingthe

wallthusgettingtheattentionoftheotherpeoplein

theWaitingroom.IgotoutandcalledSamian."Sir"

heanswered."Where'sismywife?,Youknowwhat

don'tletheroutofyoursite.Herlifeisindanger,she

muststayinthehousenomatterwhatthecost"I

ordered."She'sinthehouseSir"hesaid."Good,

keepherthereuntilyougetfurthernoticefromme"I

saidthenhungup.ThefactthatNinagothitwhile

drivingCora'scargotmesuspectingonemen,Don.

Hewasbackandthattooformywife."Mr

Salvatore"IhearddoctorDavissaybehindme,I

turnedaround."YoumustgetCorahere,



immediately.Thepatientkeepscallingforher"he

said,Iwasjustfrowninginconfusion."What,

where'sNina.Isn'tshesupposedtobeasleep,on

sedativesorsomething"Iasked."Thesedativesare

wearingoutofhersystem.She'sintheICU,She's

talkinginhersleep.Wecouldhavegivenheranother

dosageofthesedativesbutherlifewouldbein

moredanger.Theintakeisalreadybeyondwhather

bodycouldtake.We'veoperatedonheranddrained

thewastebloodoutofher,butthere'salotof

damagedonetoherbody.Ifshe'sluckyshe'll

survive...followme"hesaidwalkingbackfrom

wherehecamefrom.Wetookanelevatortoanother

floor.Myheadwaspoundingheavily,visiongettinga

bitblurry.Wepassedafewroombeforeheopeneda

wardroomnumber267.Hewalkedinandifollowed

him.Shewaslyingonthewhitesheets,murmuring

something."Shelooksfine"Isaidlookingather.

Therewasjustabandageonherfaceandarm,"

that'swhattrickyaboutpeoplewhohavebeen

involvedincaraccidents.Shelooksfineonthe

exteriorbuttheinteriorisbleedinguncontrollable,

shelostaleg"hesaidunveilingherlegs.Herlungs



canhardlyfunction,asyoucanseewe'reusing

oxygensupplier.Shelostalotofblood,luckilywe

hadherbloodtypeinourstoreroom.Shegot

stabbedonthebackbyasharpglassandherone

kidneygotdamaged,wehadtoremoveit,herspinal

cordgotcrooked.Whichiswhyshe'swearingthis,

likeIsaidShe'sgoingtosurviveifshe'slucky.We

triedourbest,pleasegetCorahere.It'llbebestif

shewakesupandfindher."Hesaid..."Thepain,did

yougiveheranythingforpain.Shemustbeinalot

ofpain"Isaidlookingather."Don'tworry,we

injectedher.She'snumbaswespeak"hesaid

pattingmyshoulderandthenheleft.Ilookedather

forawhilethemcalledcalledupSamian."GetCora

tothewhitegardenshospitalimmediately"Isaid

slowlythenhungup..."Youmightbeabadperson,a

badmotherI'veseenbutyoudon'tdeservetodie.

Youdon'tdeservethis,justdon'tdie.Hanginthere,I

knowyou'rethestubbornnesswomanever.Just

fightwithdeath,I'msurethatLorenzowouldwantto

meetorseeyouoneday.Idon'twanthimhaving

unansweredquestions.Thepictureswon'tbe

enough.Justdon'tdieyet,wemightnothavegotten



alongsowell.WellImighthavehatedyou,youdrove

memadsometimes.Ijustwantedyoutochange

andbeagoodmothertoourson.Ihopeyouforgive

mesomedayandseeitfrommypointofview...

MaybeIshouldcallupyourmother.Yes,letmedo

that"Isaidstandingup.IcalledMrskhumalo,itrang

afewtimesandthenshefinallyanswered."Hello"

shesaid."HelloMrskhumalo,it'sSalvatore"Isaid

breathinginandout."Itoldyoutolosemynumber,

whateverNinadidIwasn'tpartofit.Pleasespare

mylife"shesaidsoundingsoscared,wasIthat

muchofabadperson."Lookyourdaughterisinthe

hospital,I'mgoingtosendyoutheaddress.You

decideifyou'regoingtocomeornot,it'samatterof

lifeanddeath"Isaid."Nina,whathappenedtomy

Baby,whathappenedtomyNina"sheasked,

soundedlikeshewascryingorsomething."Shehas

beeninvolvedinacarcrash,I'llsendyoutheaddress

rightnow"Isaidthenhungup.Iwasn'tabouttolisten

toawomanwhip.Ihadalotofstressasitwas.I

wentbacktomyson'sWardroom,hewasstill

sleeping.Isetdownonthenearestcouchandheld

hersmallhand."Heybuddy...I'msorry,I'msorryI



couldn'tprotectyou.I'veruinedyourhandsomeface"

isaidchucklingabit,butIcouldfeelthetears

threateningtocome."Iamsorry,youaskedmeto

takeyououtforicecreambutPapawasjusttoo

busychasingmoney.Ishouldhavetakenyouthere,

ifididthennoneofthiswouldhavehappened.Now

lookatyourhandsomeface...Iloveyou.Justwake

up...—..."Lore,babyLore"IheardCora'svoice.I

lookedatthedoorandthereshewas,herbag

alreadydroppeddownthefloor.Shockwrittenall

overherface.

.

Cora'sPOV

.

IwasgettingmybagsintotheAMGwhenSamian

toldmethatSalvatoregavethemanordertokeep

meindoors,Iwassofrustrated.Hewasignoringmy

callsandthenhehadthenervetokeepmelockedin

likeaprisoner.ontheothersideIwasworriedabout

Lorenzo,mymindwasrunningwildwiththingsthat

hismothercouldhavedonetohimalready.Ithad



beenhourssincetheyleft.Theyshouldhave

returnedbythen.Itwasalmost7pm.Andthen

DumisaniwalkedinthesittingroomwhereIwas."

Ma'am,wemustgettothewhitegardenshospital

immediately.Sir'sorders"hesaid."Hospital,why

whathappened?"Iaskedstandingup."Sirdidn't

classifybutitsoundedlikeanemergency.Wemust

leavenow"hesaid."Okay,letmegetmyjacket"I

saidwalkingupstairs,mybagswerealreadyinthe

car.Ittookusanhourtogetthere.Myheartwas

thunderingfornoreason,onourwaythereItried

callinghimbuthewasn'tunswervingmycalls.We

askedthereceptionistforhimandshetoldustogo

toward.17b,theworstnightmareappearedInfront

ofmeassoonasIopenedthedoor.Lorenzowas

lyingonthehospitalbad,withalotofdripsinsert

intohisarms.Abandageonhisface,wellforehead

butHisfacewastinysoitwasalmostallcovered.

Alonzowassittingbesidehim,hehadtearsonhis

face."WhathappenedtoLore"Iaskedwalkingon

theothersideofthebed."Whathappenedtomy

Baby"IaskedtryingtotouchhisfacebutafraidI'd

hurthim.Icouldn'tholdbackmytears,they



streameddownlikeawaterfall."Whodidthistomy

son?"IaskedlookingatSalvatorethroughtearyeyes.

Buthewasjuststeeringatme,"I'mtalkingtoyou!,

WhathappenedtoLorenzo?"Iasked,wellsnapped

angrily."Icecreamhappened,youdidthistoEnzo.I

toldyounottogobutnoyouhadtogethimthere,

whileyouweresafeandsoundinthehouse.Look

whatyoudidtomyson"hesaidthroughgrittedteeth,

allIcouldseeinhisfacewashatred,hatred,hatred.I

swallowedthelargelumpinmythroat,"themother

ofmysonandmyson,arethishospitalbecauseof

you.Allbecauseofyou,whydidyouhavetoborrow

Ninayourcar.Shegotpurposelyhitbyatruck,but

that'snotReasonwhyyou'rehere,comeandseethe

damageyou'vedone.Hesaidstandingupand

pullingmeoutside,Iwasbusyaskinghimtostop.

Hewashurtingmywrist,Igotabreakwhenwe

finallygotintotheelevator,thankGodthereweren't

anypeopleinthere."Comeandsee,whatyou've

done"hesaidnotpullingmyhandanymore,Iwas

followinghimaroundwhilemassagingmywrist

whiletryingtowipeawaymytearsbuttheywouldn't

stop,theyjust,theyjustwouldnotstopstreaming



downmyface.IfollowedhiminsidetheWard,there

wasadoctorinthere.HemovedandIsawNina

lyinghelplesslyinbed,shehadeyesdartingallover

theplace."DrDavis,Coraishere"hesaid."Good,

Misskhumalo.Cora'sfinallyhere,youcansay

whateveryouwanttosay.Pleasedolethertalktoo

much,it'llwasteherenergy."DrDavissaidandthen

left.Ninatookoffheroxygensupplier,butshe

startedcoughingheavilyafterthatandthenwhizzing

followed.SalvatoreputinbackinplaceShe

extendedherhandtowardsme,Iwassuddenly

scaredtocomeanywherenearher.Sheremoved

theoxygensupplieragain,"Cora"shecalledout,I

walkedtowardsher,sheactuallyheldmyhand."I'm

sorryNina,Ishouldbetheonelyinginthishospital

bed.I'msosorry"Isaidcrying,shefaintlysmiled"I'll

leaveyoutwototalk"Salvatoresaidexitingtheroom.

"For-givem-e...plea-se,ta-keca-reo-fmong-ezi.Te-

ellhi-mI'mso-rr-y.Icoul-n-'tbethemo-th-erhenee-

ded,Ico-uldn'tlovehi-m...Hebrou-ghtmeal-oto-f

regre-tsandpa-in...te-ellyo-urhus-ba—ndIfor-give

hi-...."Shesaidthroughthecoughandwhizzingand

theshestartedcoughingblood,"Nina!,Noplease



don'tdie...help,somebodyhelp"Iscreamedcrying,

sheheldontomyhandtightly.Salvatorewalkedin

fullspeed."Callthedoctor!"Ishoutedlookingathim.

Herushedbackoutandcamebackwithdoctor

Davis.Hereyeswererollingback,showingtheWhite

part,andthenshestartedshakingviolently.And

thenherwholebodystructurestraightenedup,

freezing.DrDavis,tearedupthehospitaldressshe

waswearing,andmadeafrictionontheheartreviver

shocks.hepressedonherchest,nursesstarted

walkingin,"leavetheroom"onenursessaidharshly

pushingusoutside.Wewerewatchingthroughthe

blindfolds.Theshockedheracoupleoftime,

injectedherIntothechestwiththebiggestinjection

ever.Theyfinallygaveup,"timeofdeath20:23"Dr

Davissaidtakingoffhiswhitecoat,onenursewrote

downonthepatient'sinformationboard."No,no,

shecan'tbedead.Shecan'tdie,Ninapleasedon'tdo

thistome"Icriedwalkingin,theytriedtoholdme

backbutIwassuddenlypowerful.Ikneeleddownon

herbedside."Youcan'tjustgiveuponher,please

tryrevivingheragain.Shemightmakeit,shecan't

die"Ibeggedthedoctor."She'sdeadMrsSalvatore,



there'snothingwecandoaboutit.She'sdead"Dr

Davissaid,IlookedathimandthenNina,himAnd

thenNinaforacoupleoftimes,Iwentdownonmy

kneesagainst.Saidalittleprayer.Theycoveredthe

body,aheardawoman'scry,Iraisedmyheadand

sawasplittingimageofNina,"Nina?"Foramoment

thereIthoughtitwasher,myeyesweredeceiving

me.Ilateronrealizedthatshewasolderandalittle

bitwrinkled.Otherthanthatiwouldhaveswornshe

wasNina,ifIbelievedinreincarnation."Mydaughter,

where'smydaughter.Whathaveyoudonetomy

Nina"shesaidremovingthewhitesheets."Nina!,

Nina!"Shescreamedshakingherlifelessbody.She

keptoncryandcry,allthedoctorsandnurseshad

left.Istoodupandwalkedtoher,"ifIcould,Iwould

takeherplace"Isaid,shelookedupatmewithteary

eyes."Whoareyou?"Sheasked."Oneofthepeople

sheconsideredherenemy"Isaidthenturnedonmy

feet.InoticedSalvatorestandingonthedoorway,

cryingsilently."I'msorry"Isaidthenleft.Hewas

juststandingtherelikeastatue.Iwasfeelingso

dizzyandnauseous,weak.Ifeltlikepuking.Iheld

everythinginuntilIgotintooneoftherestrooms.I



rushedtooneboothandpuked.Irinsedmymouth

andwashedmyfaceandhands.Iwalkedbackto

Lorenzo'sroomwhereIhadleftmybag.Ipickedit

up...Kissedhisforehead..."Takemetothe

residency"Isaidtomybodyguardsafterfinding

themintheWaitingroom."Butsirsaid—..."Samian

please,I'mtired"Isaidsoemotionalwrecked."OK

ma'am"hesaidandstoodup.

[6/3,15:05]Lynne:Continuing
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Icriedmyselftosleep,howcouldhe?.Howcouldhe

havesaidthosethings.ItwaslikehewassayingI

shouldhavediedinsteadofNinaandsummingitup,

itmadeperfectsensetome.IcrieduntilIranoutof

tears,Ican'trememberthetimeIfellasleepbutI

waswokenupbyaknockonthedoor,Iwokeup

feelingsoconfused.Icheckedthetimeitwas12in

themiddleofthenight,"whoisit?"Iaskedgetting

outofthebedandwalkingtowardsthedoor,"it's



mema'am"Samiansaid.Iunlockedthedoorand

opened,Salvatorewasstandinginthemiddleofthe

door.Ipushedthedoorback,buthisreflexeswere

fasterthanmine.Heblockthedoorandwalkedin

forcefully."I'msorry"hesaidclosingthedoor

behindhim."You'resorry?"Iaskedlookingstraight

intohiseyes."I'msorry"herepeated."You

shouldn'tbe,youshouldn'tbesorry.AtleastnowI

knowwhatyou'dchooseifyouhadachoice.You

shouldbehappyyoupouredyourheartout,You

know...angerandpainaremymostfavorite

emotions.Theymakeapersonpouroutwhat'sin

theirheartswithoutsparingtheotherperson.It's

alsothesameaswhenyou'redrunkisdrunk,outof

mind"Isaidpouringmyselfaglassofwater,Iwasn't

abouttocry.NotInfrontofhim.Ihadcriedenough

already,Iwasfedupwithmyowntears."Ididn't

meanallthosethingsCora,andasforchoosing.You

knowI'dchooseyouwithoutthinkingtwice.I

shouldn'thavesaidthosethings,Ijustwanted

someonetoblameand—..."AndIwastheperfect

candidateforthatpart.Whathurtsthemosthereis

thefactthatIrememberexactlyhoweverything



happened.Irememberyousaying'youcangoout

someothertime'andthenwhenItoldyouthatNina

tookLoreoutyousaid'aslongashe'sfine'Ijust

don'tknow,Idon'tknowwhichpart...Whendidyou

tellmenottotakeLoreout.What'sworseaboutall

ofthisisthefactthatItoofeelthatIshouldhave

beentheonewhodied.Ihavethisshallowguilt

eatingmeup,Ineverusedtobelievethataperson

woulddiedatthewrongtimeorforsomebody

else..."Isaidthedrankmywater."Pleaseforgiveme,

I'msorryforbreakingyourheart.I'ddoanythingto

haveyourforgiveness.I'msorry"hesaid,thesiteof

himdisgustedme."What'sthepointofallthis,when

youhatemesomuch.ForthefirsttimeIsawhatred

inyoureyes,justtellmeonething.Didyouloveyour

babymamasomuch,ifyoudidthenwhywouldn't

youjustleavemealoneandgobacktoher.Iwould

haveforgottenandforgivenyou,shewouldbealive

today.WhenIcarrysomuchpainandsorrowwithin

mewhywouldyouwanttomakemesuffermore

Salvatore?"Isaid."YouandIbothknowthatInever

lovedNina,IalreadyhadherwhenIsearchedforyou.

WhywouldIhavesearchedforyouthenifIhad



alreadyfoundlove?"Heaskedwalkingtowardsme."

Idon'tknow,maylustgotthebestofyou.Maybe

youmistakenlustforlove,whoknowswhat'sgoing

oninthatheadofyour"Isaidlookingathimso

frustrated."IneverlovedNinaCora!,yesIcaredfor

her.Shewasthemotherofmychild"heshouted."

Don'tyoudareshoutatme"Isnappedpointingat

himwithmyshakingfinger."I'msorry"hesaid

holdingmyshoulders,"don't,don'tfuckingtouchme.

IhateyouSalvatore"Isaidangrilyyankinghishands

ofmyshoulders."Webothknowthatthat'snottrue"

hesaid,Istartedcryinguponrealisingthathewas

right.Icouldneverhatehim,evenifIprayedtoGod

aboutit."Youalwaysdothis,youalwayshurtme

andthenyoucrawlbacktoapologize,youtakemy

loveforgrantedbecauseyouknowthatI'dforgive

you...I'mhumantooSalvatore,youcan'tjustplay

withmyemotions.I'mnotadoll,youcan'tjustplay

withmeandthenputmebackinthebox.Ijustwish

thatsomedayI'dlearntohateyou,youdon'tknow

howmuchIwanttohurtyouback.ButIcouldnever,

Iguessyou'rerightaboutonething.Ican'tandcould

neverhateyou...Idon'teverwanttoseeyouever



again.Getoutofhereandtakeyourstupid

bodyguardsalongwithyou."Ishoutedpushinghim

outside,hewasunshakable."GetoutSalvatoreand

don'tevercomebackhere,Ihatelovingyou"I

shoutedlookingathimthroughtearyeyes."I'm

leavingbutthebodyguardsasaren'tgoing

anywhere...I'llnevergiveuptrying.Iloveyou"he

saidandthat'swhenIslappedhim."Youhaveno

ideawhatloveis,youhurtmesomanytimesinthe

nameoflove.Ihateyou"Isaid,Iwassuddenly

feelinglightheaded.Istumbledonmyfeet,hetried

holdingme."Don't...pleasejustleave.I'mbegging

youtoleave"Ibeggedputtingmyhandstogether.He

finallyleft,Ifeltlikepukingandrushedtothe

bathroom...itwas1am.Irinsedmymouthandface

thenwentbacktobed,Ididn'tsleepawink.'weboth

knowthatthat'snottrue'hiswordskeptringingin

myhead.Myheartwasbrokenandbleeding,Icould

takeanypaingiventomebutwhenitwashim

hurtingme,myworldjustcrumbledandshutter.

.

Iwaswokenupbytheringingalarm,Idragged



myselftothebathroomandgotreadyforthe

hospital.Myfacewasabitswollen,mostlymyeyes.

Itriedconcealingeverythingwithmakeup,Iwore

jeansandawhitet-shirtandfluffyindoorsBoots.I

combedmyhairout,Ilookfine.Foundfourmanon

mydoorsteps,theywereallwearingsuits."Sir

addedanothertwobodyguards,meetZakesand

Conor"Samiansaid,ihaven'tevenaskedhimathing.

AndIdidn'tdareto,Iwalkeddownthecorridortothe

elevatorwiththembymyside.You'dswearIwasthe

country'spresidentorhisdaughter,lifecouldn'tget

anyworse.Theothertwoweredrivingtheother

AMGblackcarsatthebackandfrontofthecarI

wasin.Everybodyhadtheireyesonus,the

bodyguardswouldfollowmeeverywhereiwent.

They'dchecktheinsideofthebathroombeforeI

evenwalkedin."Cora,theseareforyou"the

receptionistsaidasIwalked walkedby."Isit?"I

askedfaintlysmiling."Yourhusbandissoromantic"

shesaidgivingmeaboxofchocolatesandabunch

ofredtulips.Ireadthenote."Pleasefinditinyour

hearttoforgiveme"itsaid."Whosaidthesewere

frommyhusband?"Iasked."Hepersonally



deliveredthem"theoldwomansaid."Youcanhave

bothofthese,throwtheflowersawayofyou're

allergictothem"Isaidthenwalkedaway.Forthe

wholeweek,itwasthesameoldshit,andmy

reactionwasalwaysthesame.ThenonFriday.I

decidedtogotoAmanda's,funnyenoughthe

bodyguardsweren'tquestioningmydemandsand

commands.TheydrovemetoMichael'smansion.I

checkedinwiththesecurityguards.Theyletusin

aftercallinginside.Igotoutofthecar,"pleasesend

inmybags"IsaidtoDumisaniandSamian."Finally,

yourememberthatyouhadafriendcalledAmanda"

Amandasaidascendingfromthestaircases.She

lookedpissedoff,hadherarmsfoldedaroundher

chest."I'msorry,it'sjustthati—..."Heywhat'swrong,

didIoffendyou.I'msorry,whyareyoucrying"she

askedholdingmyfaceonbothsides.Ihuggedher,I

justwantedsomeonetoholdmetightlyandtellme

thateverythingwasgoingtobefine."Shhh...it's

okay,don'tcry"shesaidpattingmyback.Ineeded

that,Ineededafriend.Alittlebitofkindnessand

love.Ipulledoutafterawhile."I'msorry,Icanbe

dramaticsometimes.Thatwasunnecessary"Isaid



wipingawaymytearsandsmilingfaintly."You're

theleastdramaticpersoniknow,ifyoucrythen

definitelythere'ssomethingup.Whyareyoucrying,

Lorenzowasdischargedadayago.Helookedfine,

don'ttellmeyou'recryingbecauseofthatdead

witchNina."Shesaid,Ididn'tevenknowthatLore

wasreleased."Ma'am,yourbags"Dumisaniand

Samiansaidwalkinginwithmysuitcase,asleep

overbagandtoiletrybag."What'sgoingonhere,

yourbags.DidSalvatorekickyouout,areyouguys

gettingadivorce.Whathappened,ishethereason

whyyou'recrying,I'mgoingtokillthatsonofabitch,

justtellme"shekindofshouted."CanIstaywith

youforawhile,I'llmoveoutwhenIfindaflatin

town"Iasked."Ofcourseyoucanstaywithusfor

aslongasyouwant.You'remyfamily,come"she

saidpullingmeupstairs."Nelly,Nelly"shecalledout

andhermaidcamerunning."Yesma'am"shesaid

inarespectfulmanner."Followuswithmyfriend's

bags"shesaid."Yesma'am"thewomansaid."You

mustbetired,I'llrunyouabubblybath.Lightupthe

candlesandplayyousomenicepianomusic"she

saidalreadywalkingtowardsthebathroom."



Amandathatwon'tbenecessaryandI'lldoubtthat

it'llwork"Isaidsighingheavily."Trustme,italways

workslikemagic"shesaidthenwalkedin.Shedid

justthat,IgotintothebathingtubfullofLukewarm

waterandbubbles."Where'syourhusband"Iasked

asshewaslightiningupthecandles."He'sworking

onsomeimportantcase,hecomeshomelatethese

days"shesaid."AndLeo"Iasked."He'ssleeping"

shesaid."Lieback"shesaidputtingatowelto

supportmyneckandthesheplayedmusiconthe

smallspeakconnectedtoherphone."Trytorelax,

thinkofsomethingbeautifulandcalm.Aplaceof

serendipity,abedofroses.TheSeabreezehitting

yourskinbeautifully"shesaidswitchingoffthe

lights."Imagineyourselffloatinginthemiddleofthe

Sea,thesonrayskissingyourSkinsotenderlyand

soothingly.Thinkofyourselfwearingabeautiful

whitedressrunninginthemiddleofagardenof

whiteRose,freelyandhappy.Laughing..."Shekept

onsayingsoftlyuntilIfellasleep.Forthefirsttimein

awhileIsleptwellandsoundly.Isleptlikeababy,

hadbeautifulthemostbeautifuldreamever,funny

enoughitwasaboutbabies.Iwokeupfeelingcoldin



themorning,stillinthebathingtub."Igotoutofthe

tubeafterwashingmybodythoroughly.Iwasn't

abouttotakeabathwhenIwokeupinwater

alreadyIwipedmybodyandmoisturiseditthenwore

myPJsandgown,Iwasplanningonstayingindoor

anyways.Iwassohungry,likestarving.Iwent

downstairs,whereIfoundAmandaandMichael

kissing."Goodmorningguys"Isaidfoldingmyarms

andLeaningonthedoorframe."OhhCora,Mandy

toldmeyou'rehere"Michaelsaidasifhewasakid

caughtstealingsugar,Ijustchuckled."Ihopeyou

don'tmindmestayinghereforawhile"Isaidlooking

athim."No,notatall.Ihavetogo"hesaidthen

kissedAmandaontheforehead."I'llseeyoulater,I

digyou"hesaidthenwalkedout."Myhandsand

feetarewrinkled,youletmesleepinwater?"Isaid

walkinginsidethekitchen."Youseemedso

peaceful,Ididn'twanttodisturbyou"shesaid."

Whateveryoudidlastnight,itworkedandIamgoing

topayyoutodoitagain''Isaidopeningthe

refrigerator."You'reinsane"shesaidchuckling.I

tookoutchickenwings,bakedchips,Burger,yoghurt

andstrawberriesandthenbread."you'regoingto



eatallthat?"Sheasked."I'mstarving,Ihaven'teaten

anythingforthepastfivedays."Isaidtakingoutthe

fryingpan."wouldyoulikeasome"Iaskedlooking

atherasshesetonthehighchair."No,I'mskipping

breakfast.I'monsomediet,I'msureLeowould

appreciatesomethough.Thatkidcanreallyeat"she

said."GoodmorningauntieCora"Leoscreamed

waltzinginsidethekitchen,Igotstartledabit."

Whoa,goodmorningBuddy"Isaidturningaround

andpullinghischeeks."Leo,Isaidnorunning

aroundthehouse"Amandasaidsternly,"sorry

mommy"hesaidsulkingandturningonhisfeet."

Thatwasuncalledfor"IsaidlookingatAmanda,one

eyebrowraised."What,healmostbrokealeg

becauseofthisrunningofhis.He'ssohyper"she

said."He'sakid"IsaidgettingbacktowhatIwas

doing."Youjusthaveasoftspotforkids,he'sfine.

He'llgetoverit,you'llseehimrunninginhere10

minuteslater"shesaid,Ichuckledsoftly."doyou

wanttotalkaboutit?"Sheasked,Iknewexactly

whatshemeant."Noinfact,tellmeeverything.What

happened?"Sheasked."What'stheretotell,Ibet

Salvatorealreadytoldyoueverything"Isaidsighing



heavily."Yourhusbandtoldusnothing,allhesaid

wasthatNinadiedandhissonwasinthehospital.

That'sall,Ididn'tevenknowthatyouguysaren'ton

yaterms.Maybehistoldhisboyfriends"shesaid."

CanIfinishpreparingmybreakfastfirst,wecantalk

aboutitoverbreakfast"Isaidturningaroundtolook

ather.Shenodded,30minuteslaterIwasdone

preparingmybreakfast,IservedLeoandI.Amanda

searchedforthehyperactiveLeoandgavehimhis

breakfast,whichIevendoubtedhewasgoingtoeat.

"Whathappened?"Sheaskedclosingthekitchen

door.Iwassittingonahighchairhavingmy

scrumptiousbreakfast.Shesetoppositetome.I

explainedeverythingtoher,"Ididn'tevenknowthat

shewasdrivingyourcar,thismeansthatwhoever

wasdrivingthatstupidtruck,wantedyoudead"she

said."AndSalvatoreblamesyouforthis...How

couldhe,howwasyousupposedtoknowthatsuch

tragedywouldstruck"sheaskedangrily."Idon't...I

don'tblamehim,ImeanifIdroveLorenzooutforice

creamthenNinawouldstillbealivetoday.Ishould

havebeentheonetodie,what'sthepointofliving

anyways.Mylifeismeaningless,everytimewhenI



starttobelievethatmyhappilyeverafterhascome.

Thingslikethesestartstohappen,mylifeislikea

merrygoround.Iwalkathousandmilesbutalways

Enduponsquareone"isaidlookingup,"Heydon't

saythat,thingsarenotthatbad.Itwashertimeto

meettheheavens,thefactthatSalvatorecalledon

thelastminutesmeansthatitwasn'tyourtimeto

dieyet,stopcryingoverspiltmilk.Youalwayssay

that,pleasedon'tcryonme.OrelseI'llendupcrying

too,youhavealotofthingstoliveandlookforward

to."Shesaidmakingmesmileabit."Thingslike

WhatAmanda.Ihavenothingtolivefor,noreasonat

all"Isaidchuckling."Hey!,Therearealotofreasons

whyyoushouldholdontolife.Youstillhavea

degreetofinishandthenafterthatyourhonours,

Loreisthereasonwhyyoushouldholdon.Don'tyou

wanttoseehimgotoschool,hisfirstdayatschool.

I'msureyoudon'twanttomissthat,besideshis

motheraskedyoutolookafterhim.Youhavealots

oflivestosave,likeyoualwayswantedto.Make

yourMamaproud,forgetaboutwhathurtsyou.Just

focusonthegoodthings,thethingsthatmakesyou

happy."Shesaid,"that'sthethingAmanda,He



makesmehappy.Salvatoremakesmehappyand

rightnowIdon'tthinkIeverwanttoseehisfaceand

Lorenzoishisson.Tosparethebothofus,I'm

stayingaway."Isaid,sofrustrated."You'rehurtand

angryrightnow.Youneedsometimealone,tothink.

You'renotthinkingstraight,youcan'tleaveLore

alone.Thatkidisyourson,Iswearheavensbrought

himtoearthjustforyou.Ninamighthavegivenbirth

tohimbutyou'rehismother.Rightnowyoushould

betheretakingcareofhim,heneedshismother.

He'sinalotofpainrightnow,youshouldhaveseen

thebandages.Suchasmallkid,hedidn'tdeserve

that.TheentiretimeIwasthere,hekeptonasking

foryou.Hekeptonaskingforhismommy—..."

Excuseme"Isaidstandingupandleaving,Ididn't

evenfinishmybreakfast."Cora?Whereareyou

going"shecalledafterme.Iwenttotheguestroom

Iwassleepinginandlockedmyselfinside.ICried

mylungsout.LookingatLorenzo'spictures.I

thoughtofcallingPetuniasothatshecouldgive

LorethephonebutthenIthoughtagainsttheidea.I

justwantedthepaintogoaway,Iwantedtostay

away,bealone.Afterhours,Iheardaknockonmy



door."Who'sthere?"Iaskedgettingoutofbed."It's

Micheal"Iheardhimsay.Iopenedup."CanIcome

in?"Heasked,"sure"isaidopeningthedoorwidely.

HewascarryingatrayofdinnerStandingupwitha

tray."Ifit'sgoingtobeofanyhelptoyou,thetruck

driverisdead.Althoughhedidn'trevealTheDon's

whereabouts,heconfessedthathewasworkingfor

him."Hesaidthenleft,Idecidedtotakea

shower,thenworemylongcomfortablePJsand

gown.ItwaswinterandIwasfeelingabitcold.I

wentdownstairs,bumpedintoAmandawithatrayof

teainherhands."Youshouldn'thavedonethat,I

wasgoingtomakemyowntea"Isaidtakingthetray

fromher."Yourfuckinghusbandaskedustotake

goodcareofyou.Stupidass,asifhecares.AndI

wonderwhatmakeshimthinksthatIwouldn'ttake

careofmyownsister,dumbass.YouandIhave

beenthroughalottogether,themotherfucke—..."

OK,I'veheardenough.Pleaselet'snottalkabout

him."Isaidaftershekeptgoingonandon."Sorry,

mybloodjustboils.Ihateitwhenyou'rehurting,

nothingandknowoneshoulddaretohurtsucha

kindsoul"shesaidaswewerewalkingtowardsthe



sittingroom."Doyouhaveanyideawhathappened

tomybodyguards"Iaskedreallycurious.Theykeep

onchangingshift,sinceyou'rehereandthesecurity

istightIguessheorderedthemtodoso."OK,thank

youforthetea"Isaidsittingdownonthecouch."Is

thatyourwayofsayingIshouldleave"sheasked

sittingdown."No,noatall.Butshouldn'tyoubein

bedwithyourhusband"Iwhisperedthelastpart,"

whatfor,he'sputtingLeotobedanyways.Leoisnot

thateasy,Istillhavethreeortwohourstospare.He

stoleachocolatebarealieron,waituntilyouhere

Michaelscreaminfrustration"shesaid."Isitmeor

youreallytalkalotmorethanbefore?"Iasked

frowning."I'llpretendasifIdidn'thearthat,Letme

goandmakemyselfacupofcoffeeandthenwe

couldwatchamovie"shesaidstandingup...we

watchedamoviewhitehavingtea.Itdidmesome

goodtalkingtoAmanda,itwasrefreshing.Iwentto

bedaround22pm.FellasleepassoonasIgot

undercovers.Iwaswokenupbyaknockonthedoor,

Idraggedmyselfthereandopenedup."Hey,sorryto

wakeyouupsoearly.Ijustwantedtoletyouknow

thatwe'regoingtothefuneral.Don'tpanicwhenyou



don'tseeusaround.Iloveyou,Bye"Amandasaid

thekissedmycheek.Shewaswearingblack,from

headtotoe.Ishutthedoorandwentbacktobed.

EventhoughIcouldn'tfallasleep,myphone?.The

lasttimeIsawmyphone...itwassomewhereinmy

handbag,switchedoff.IwenttotheclosetwhereI

foundmybags,unpacked.Ihadlaundrytodo.Itook

mylaptopwhichwasinIt'swhitebackinmy

suitcase.Tookmyhandbagandsearchedformy

phoneandcharger.Ichargedbothmyphoneand

laptop,washedmyfaceandmouththenwent

downstairstodomylaundrywhichwasinmysleep

overbag.It'swasjustafewwhitetowelsand

tracksuits.TwohourslaterIwasdone,Idecidedto

ironeverythingandpackedthembackintothebag,I

wentbackupstairs.BumpedintoNellywhohada

mopandbucketInherhands."GoodmorningMrs

Salvatore"shegreetedme."JustCora,couldI

maybehelpyouwiththecleaning"Iaskedafter

takingafewmorestepsupstairs."Noma'am,Ican't

allowyou.MrsSullivanwouldfireme."Shesaid

seriously."Comeonshewouldn'tknow"Isaid

smilingabit."Ma'am,Ihavefourkidsbackathome



and—..."OkayIgetit,forgetthatIevenasked"Isaid

feelingsoembarrassed."MrsSalvatore,didyouget

yourdelivery"sheasked."Whatdelivery?"Iasked

walkingbackdown."Thereareflowersinthe

kitchen,Iguesstherearetwobunchesnow.One

fromyesterdayeveningandtodaymorning"shesaid

aswewerewalkingtowardsthekitchen.Therewas

yetagainanotherapologycardandwhiteteddybear

andchocolates"Youcankeeptherosesandgive

thistooneofyourkids"Isaidaftertearingupthe

twocards."Thankyou"shesaidexcitedly.Iwent

upstairsandtookashower,Iwaslookingatmyself

inthemirrorwhenithitme.Ifoundmyself

wearingMyblackleatherpencilskirt,ablackblouse

andheelsandwatch.Iputonabitofmakeupand

leftmyhairloose."Takemetothegreenlands

cemetery,please"Isaidtothetwobodyguards

standingatthedoorway."Yesma'am"oneofthem

said.
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Therewasashortservice,whichtookplaceinthe

nearestchurchandthenthecorpsewasdrivento

thegreenlandscemeteryforburial.Itwasjustclose

friendsandNina'smotherthere,thereweretwoor

threeofNina'sfriend.SalvatoresawitfitthatLore

mustbepresentthere,tosaygoodbyetohismother.

Eventhoughthepoorchildwasconfused,hewas

confusedastowhypeoplewerecrying.Especially

Ninamom'smotherasheusedtocallher.

Everybodywaswearingblack,SalvatoreandLore

wearingsimilarsuits.Lorenzostillhadbandageson

hisbody,thewoundswerehealingjustfine.his

fatherwaswearingglasses,holdinghistinylittle

hand.Theywerewatchingasthecasketwentdown

thetheground.SalvatorenoticedCoraashelooked

acrossthegrave.Shedidherbesttoavoidlooking

athim,althoughshecouldfeelhiseyesonhim.

Lorenzo'ssmallhandkeptonslippingawayfrom

Alonzo's,Alonzogotthemessageloudandclear,he

letgoofLoreandherantohismother'sside.He

keptonscreaming'mommy'."Mom,Imissedyou"

hesaidreachingforCora'shand.Corapickedhimup,

"Imissedyoutoo,butwemustn'tmakenoisenow.



Shhh"hesaidandthelittlekidwasjusthappyand

excitedtofinallyseehismother.Theysaidthey

goodByestoNinakhumalo,Corasilentlyshedafew

tears.Shewalkedawayasthepriestwassayinghis

lastprayer."Mom,whyareyoucrying.EvenDad

wascrying,hesaidthatNinamomisgoingto

heaven.Hesaidit'sahappyplace,she'llmeetthe

AngelsandGod"hesaid,sochildishlyandnaïve."

I'mhappyforher,that'swhy,that'swhyIamcrying.

Thesearetearsofjoy"Coraliedwipingawayher

tears.Theywenttositinthecar,whilewatchingthe

gravediggercoveringthegrave."Dadsayshe

missesyoutoo,whydidn'tyoucomehomethis

weekend?"Lorenzoaskedlookingupathismother."

Howareyourwounds,areyoustillinpain?"Cora

askedcheckinghimoutandalsoavoidinghis

question."youknowitusedtohurtbig,PapasaidI

shouldn'tcry.I'mabigman,likeyoualwayssay.I

don'tcryanymore,evenifithurts.Hemademedrink

thesweetestjuiceinalittlebottle.Hesaysitforthe

pain,itmakesmefeelsleepy.."Heexplained

everythingthatwasgoingonbackhome.Coradidn't

sayanythingafterthat,shewasjustlookingatthe



bubblyLorenzo."Mom,areyoucominghomewith

meandPapa?"Lorenzoasked."Ithinkyoushould

gobacktoyourPapanow''Corasaid,lookingatthe

peopleapproachingtheircars."Ineedtoleave,I'll

meetyousomeothertime"Corasaid."CanIcome

withyou,please?"Hepleasedwithhiscutestsmile."

Prettyplease"headded."Ican't,Ican'ttakeyou

alongLorenzo.I'mgoingtoschooltomorrow,go

backtoyourPapa.Ican'ttakeyoualongwithme"

shesaid,sodisheartened.Emotionssplittinginto

two."Mommy,please.Iwanttogowithyou"Lore

pleaded,invergeofcrying.Hehadthatkindofface

kidsmakewhenthey'reabouttocry."I'lltakeyou

withme,someothertime.RightnowIreallycan't,

pleasedon'tcry.Trytounderstandmyhelplessness,

Idon'—..."Youcan'texpectathreeyearoldkidto

understand".SheheardSalvatoresay,shelookedup

andhewasstandingnearthecar.Thewindowwas

opened.Shejustlookedathimwithoutsaying

anything.Herheartstartedpounding,itbetrayedher

soeasily.Couldn'titunderstandthathewasangry

withthatman.Thatshewantednottoseehim,that

hehadbrokeitacoupleoftimesbefore.Couldn't



herheartunderstandpainandheart.Howwasitthat

itgetsbrokenbutstillmanagestolovesohelplessly.

Shefinallybroketheirlockedeyes."He'syourson

too,youcantakeherwhereyoulive.I'llfetchhim

later"hesaid,lookingather.Ifonlyshecouldgive

himonemorechance,givethemonemorechance

together.Shelookedatlittlebitthinthanthelast

timeshesawhim,hewonderedifshewaseatingor

starvingherself."I'llgoandgethismedicationinmy

car"hesaidthenleft.Hecamebackafewminutes

later,"I'llseeyoulaterbuddy,takecareofyour

mother"hesaidwavingatthem."IloveyouPapa"

Loresaidhappily."Iloveyoutoo"Alonzosaidbuthis

eyeswereony,whowasn'tlookingathimbutshe

zcouldfeelhiseyesonher."Let'sgo"shesaidtobe

bodyguards.Theyrolledupthewindowsanddrove

off.

.

Cora'sPOV

.

Leo,LoreandIwerewatchingananimationinmy



laptop,onbedwhilehavingsnacks.Lyingonour

stomachs."Isthesharkgoingtoeather?"Leo

asked,hewascute.Talkedalot.Hekeptonasking."

Argh,shutupLeoman"Loresaidirritated.Hewas

soconcentratedonthemovie."Auntie,didyouhear

him.He'srude,I'lltellmom"Leosaidsulking."That

wasrudeLore,don'teversaythat.Leodoesn'tlikeit"

Isaidcalmly."Butmum,he'ssoloud.Iwantto

listen"hesaid."Igetthat,butthat'snoexcusefor

yourrudeness.Howaboutthis,Leoyoustopasking

questionsandlistentothemovieandLore,youstop

beingsorudetoLeo.Youguysarefriendsright?"I

askedandtheynodded."Goodfriendsdon'tfight

witheachother,lettherebepeace....nowlet'swatch

themovie"Isaid.Wewatchedthemovie,wellthey

endedupfallingasleep,Itookmybagsfromthe

closet.Leftmostofmyclothesinthecloset,Itook

thesuitcase,laptop,toiletrybagandhandbag.

Leavingmysleepingoverbag.Itwas5pm,Nellyand

AmandawerepreparingdinnerasIpassedby."

You'releavingalready?"Amandawipingherhands

andwalkingtowardsme."Yeah,actuallyIhavealot

ofstudyingtodo."Isaid."ButI'vecookedalotof



food,Ithoughtyou'dhavedinnerwithus.Andwhy

areyoualwaysonyourbooks,you'retaking

residency."Shesaid,lookingsodisappointedand

upset."Amanda,youknowhowitiswithmedicine.

There'sreallyneveradayoff,therearealotof

prescribedbooks.Ineedtostudy,I'vetakenmany

offalready.IneedtobeonmyAgame.I'dratherbe

waytooaheadthenslackbehind.Beside,Igotta

passbySalvatore'shouseanddropLore..Iwantto

gettomyapartmentbefore7pm"Iexplainedgentle.

"Igetit,it'sjustthat.Ithoughtweweregoingto

havedinnertogetherbeforeyouleave..."Shesaid

sighingsoftly."Maybeyoucouldspareafew

minutesofyourtimetomorrowandbringmelunch."

Isuggested."We'llsee,I'llsee"shesaidthenwe

hugged."TellyourhusbandIsaidgoodbyeandhe

mustn'tworksohard.Hemightenduplosingyou

oversomelesbianoutthere"Isaid,shejustgiggled.

"Hey,Lethuwasthefirstandlastgirlforme.Iprefer

adickoveradildo"shesaid."Euw,TMIdude"Isaid

dramatically.IuploadedmybagsandtookLoreinto

thecar.Hewassleepingandthebodyguardsdrove

ustoSalvatore'shouse.Lorenzowokeuponour



waythere.Igotoutwithhismedicationbagandhim,

Irangthedoorbellafewtimesbeforesomeone

openedup."OhhCora"Salvatoresaidemergingfrom

thedoor."Youdidn'tcomesoIthoughtIshould

dropoffLore.Herearehismedications"Isaidgiving

himthebag."Iwasgoingtocome,Ididn'texpect

youtogobacksoearly"hesaidglancingathiswrist

watch."Yeah,Ihavealotofcatchinguptodo...I'll

seeyousoon.Ok"IsaidlookingatLoreafterputting

himdown."Don'tgomommy"Loresaid."Ihaveto

go,I'mworkingtomorrowandIalsoneedtostudy.

I'llseeyounextweekend,I'llcall.We'llvideochat."I

saidsquirtingdownInfrontofhim."Iactually

preparedseafood,it'salittlebittoomuchfortwo.

SoIwaswonderingifmaybeyou'dliketohave

dinnerwithus"Salvatoresaid,Ilookedupathim.He

wasactuallywearinganapronandhadaclothonhis

shoulder."Yesmom,havedinnerwithus"Lorenzo

saidbeforeIcouldanswer."LorenzoIca—..."Pretty

pleasemommy"hepleaded,Icouldn'thavesaidno

tothatfacialexpression."OkaybutthenafterthatI'll

leave"Isaidstandingup."you'llleave"Salvatoresaid,

"yey,yey"Lorescreamedwaltzinginsidethehouse.



"Whateveryourplanis,it'snotgoingtowork"Isaid

pacingSalvatorebythedoor.Hehadasmirkonhis

face.

.

Hewasdishingupforthethreeofus,thefood

lookedmouthwatering.Istartedeatingbeforehe

couldevenfinishdishingup."Mommy,stopit"Lore

saidgigglingsohappily."What,Ican'twaitany

longer"Isaiddiggingin.AlonzowashelpingLore

withpeelingofftheskinoftheprawnsandstuff."

It'syummommy"Loreaskedlookingatme.We

weresittingonthehighchairsaroundthekitchen

counterisland."It'sdelightfulandmouthwatering"I

saidsmilingathim."Icantellfromthewayyou're

closingyoureyesandmoaning"Salvatoresaid

lookingatmeacrossthecounter.Oureyeslocked,I

lookedawayfirstbutcouldstillfeelhiseyespiercing

throughmyskin."Didyoureceivemycards"he

asked,"Ididandgavethemaway."Isaidlookingat

myfood."And?"HeaskedEyebrowsraised."And...

CanIhavemydinnerIpeace.Oneofmyfavorite

soundsthesedaysissilence"Isaidglancingathim.



"OKthen"hesaidsighing.Wehadourdinnerin

silenceafterthat,Iwasthefirstonetofinishmy

meal."ShallI?"Salvatoreaskedpickingupthebowl.

Hewasaskingifhecoulddishupforme."No,I'm

full"Ilied."Iinsist"hesaidthendishedupforme.I

suddenlyhadthisforeignappetite.Iate,"areyou

goingtobestaringatmetheentiretime"Iasked

afterIcaughthimstaringatme."Ifstaringatmy

beautifulwifeiscrimethenplease,somebodycall

thepolice"hesaid,Icouldn'thavemissedthe

complimenttherebyImanagedtoignorehisflirting

self."Mom,I'mdoneeat.Comelet'swatchMasha

andtheBear"Loresaidgettingoffthechairand

comingtomyside.Hepulledmyhand."Come

mommy"hesaidpullingmyhand,"Lorenzo"I

whinedfollowinghim."I'llbringyouguysdessert"

Salvatoresaidbehindus.Loremademesitonthe

couch,coveredbothofuswithashawl."It'scold"he

saidopeningthecartoonchannel.."hereyougo"

SalvatoresaidofferingmeasideplateofDuffcake

withwhipcreamandstrawberries."Thanks"isaid

takingtheplateandfork."Thisoneisforyoubuddy"

hesaidgivingLorehis,heputthetrayonthetable



andtookhis.Hesetdownandpulledtheshawlto

coverhislegs."Sowhatarewewatchinghere"

Salvatoreaskedsittingcomfortablyonthecouch.

Wewereallsnuggleduptogether,LoreInbetween

us."MashaandtheBearPapa"Loresaidexcitedly."

Mashaisalwaystroublingbear,don'tyouthinkshe's

noisyandalittlebitofarascal"IaskedLorewho

justgiggled."She'sahandsomerascalMom"he

said."She'sagirl,she'saprettyrascal"Isaid

chuckling.WewatchedthecartoonwhileIkepton

talkingwithLore,mytummywassofullandIwas

feelingsleepy.Lorenzofellasleeponmythigh,Iwas

brushinghishair.Myeyessuddenlyfeelingtiredand

wornout."I'lltakehimtohisroom"Salvatoresaid

pickinghimup.Iwatchedashewalkedawaywith

him.Idraggedmyfeettothenearestroomtouse

thebathroom.

.

"Hey,wakeup"Iheardsomebodyshakeme.Ipulled

thecoversovermyhead,"leavemealone"I

murmured."You'regoingtobelate,I'llgettheblame

forthat.GetupCora"thepersonsaidloudly.Isetup



straight,"whydidyouhavetoshout"Iasked,almost

crying.IopenedupmyeyesandIwasI'mmymarital

bedwithSalvatore."Shit,Islepthere.How,you

draggedmyfooddidn'tyou.Don'ttellmewe,don't

tellmeyouandI..."Isaidgettingoutofbedswiftly."

Wedidn'tfuckifthat'swhatyou'reasking,evenifwe

did.We'remarriedCora.You'remywife"hesaid,I

waslookingaround.Iwaswearinghiswhitet-shirt."

Holditrightthere,whogaveyoutherighttoundress

me...youknowIcangetyouarrestedforinvasionof

privacy"Isaid."Invasionofprivacy?,Comeon"he

saidchucklingunbelievingly."YES,invasionof

privacyandtrespassing"Isaid."You'restillcrazy,if

wefuckthenyeahmaybewecouldtalkabout

trespassingandrightnowyouhave15minutesto

getreadyifyoudon'twanttobelate"hesaidlooking

atthewallwatch."Howdidiexactlyendupinyour

bed,ifIremembercorrectlyIhadgonetothe

bathroomandthenIwastogoafterfinishingmy

businessthere"Isaidseriously."Ifoundyou

passedoutonthetoiletseat,Itriedtowakeyouup

butyouweresostubbornsoIpickedyouupand

broughtyoutobed"hesaid."Ohhhowkindofyou"I



saidsarcasticallysmiling."Whenyoulookatme,do

youseeafool?.I'msureyoudruggedme,let'ssay

youdidn't.IfyoudidtrytowakemeupthenIwould

havewokenup.Ibetyoujustpickedmeupand

carriedmetoyourbedandnowI'mrunninglate.I'll

bequestionedsinceIdidn'tcheckin,doyouknow

howthisresidencyprogramisstrict?"Iasked

lookingintohiseyes."Okay,you'rerightaboutone

thing.Ididn'ttrytowakeyouup.Ijustpickedyouup,

youlookedsotired.Ididn'tthinkthatanotherroad

drivewoulddoyouanygood.Youlookedso

peacefulandididn'twanttodisturbyou"hesaid.I'm

sorryifI—..."Spareme,Idon'twanttohearit."I

saidwalkingintothebathroom."Cora,stopdoing

this"Iheardhimsaybehindme.Itookaquick

shower,wipedmybodyanddressedup.Mybags

werestillinthecarIguessed."So,whathappened

tomybodyguards?"Iasked."Igavethemfoodand

roomstosleepin.They'reprobablywaitingforyou

outside."Hesaid.Ifinishedfixingmyhair,no

makeup.ILefttheroom,foundmybagonthe

kitchencounterwhereIhadleftit."Cora...Iloveyou"

hecalledoutaftermeasIwaswalkingtowardsthe



door,Iturnedaroundtofacehim.Hewasstanding

onthestaircaseswhenhesaidthosewords.I

lookedathimforafewsecondsthenopenedthe

doortoleave.IwishIcouldhavejustswallowedmy

allthenegativeemotionsIhadagainsthimandsaid

thosewordsback.WhichIsometimesthinkthat

peopleutterthemjustforthesakeofutteringthem.

Butnothim,hewasn'ttheonetowritetext

messagesEarlyinthemorningsayingIloveyouand

thenintheeveningandthenintheafternoonand

thenatnight,wheneverhesaidthosethreewords

therewasalwaysthisunfathomablelookinhiseyes.

Sothenwhydidn'tIbelievehimsometimesor

maybeidid,justthatfeargotthebestofme.Ihada

lotofdoubtsinmymind.Ihadalotofwhatifsand

whys.Everythingfeltsorightandsoreally,it

sometimesscaredme.Itwasalmosttoogoodtobe

true,Igottothehospitaljustintime.ThatdayIwas

helponepatientgivebirth,anotherwhohad

infection.Undersupervisionofcourseandwiththe

helpofqualifiednurses.AndthenIranthrough

somefewpatient'sfiles.IwasatiresomeMonday,

Amandadidn'tmakeitbutshepromisedtoseeme



onTuesday.Shehadnoclassesthen.Iwasintheco

joinedlibrarystudying,myphoneonsilence.Ihad

twobarsofPSbymyside.WhichIwantedsobadly

badlybutsuddenlylostmyappetite.RightthenI

wantedvanillaicecream."GoodeveningMrs

Salvatore"DrFranciswhisperedjoiningmeonthe

table.Itwasalmost8:30pm.Mybodyguardswere

standingsixfeetaway."Hi"Isaidshortly."CanIjoin

you"heasked.Isignalledforhimtositdownsmiling

abit,thoughitwasforced.Hisperfumewas

intoxicatedmebadly,Icouldn'tbreathfreely.That

feltstrangebecauseI'dbeenaroundDrFrancis

beforeanditneverhappened."Whatareyou

reading?"Heasked.Ishowedhimthecoverpageof

thebook,henodded."Howisyourhusband?"He

askedme,Ilookedathim.Soannoyed,hewas

disturbingmypeace.Askingmerubbish,his

appearancedisgustedme."Iwouldn'tknow,excuse

me.Iwasleavinganyways"Isaidpackingmythings

Inmyhandbag.IwaswearingmywinterPJsand

gown.IaskedtocheckoutwiththebookFromthe

bookkeeper...Iwaswasintheelevatorwhenmy

phonevibrated.ItwasSalvatorewhenIcheckedthe



callerID."YES"Ianswered,readyforwar."Whoa,

yoursonwantstotalktoyou."Heexclaimed."Give

himthephonethen"Isaidrollingmyeyes.iheard

shufflingontheotherside."Mom"Loresaidasifhe

hadbeencrying."What'swrongBaby?"Iasked...we

talked,hewascryingbecausehedidn'tseemeleave

andIdidn'tsayinggoodbye,hewantedtocomeover

buthefathersaiditwaslate.Anywayswetalkedand

Iofferedtoreadhimabedtimestorythroughthe

phone."He'ssleeping,thanks"Salvatoresaidafter

anhour."Noneedtothankme,I'mhismothertoo"I

saidsighingsoftly."CanIaskyousomething?"He

askedanyways."Makeitquick"Isaidcalmly."What

didNinasaytoyoubefore,beforeshe..."Heasked."

Shetoldmetotellyouthatsheforgivesyou"Isaid."

That'sall?"Heasked."That'sallyouneedtoknow"I

said."Ohokay"hesaid.AndthenTherewassilence.

"Igottago,kissLoregoodnightforme"Isaid."

Whataboutme"heasked."GoodnightSalvatore"I

saidthenhungup.

.

Amandacalledme,sayingthatshewasinthe



reception.Waitingforme,Igaveherdirectionsasto

whereIwas..."Soyou'rehidingintheladiesroom

becauseyou'reavoidingsomeunimportantnerd"

AmandaaskedafterItoldheraboutwhattranspired

lastnightinthelibrary."Geez,keepyourvoicedown,

willyou"Iaskedlookingaround."Comeon,nobody

isaround.Youcanchill.Besides,Idon'tconsider

whatyousaidoffensiveinanyway.There'sa

restaurantacrossthestreet,I'mtakingyoutherefor

lunch"shesaidpullingmyhand."Amanda,please"I

pleaded,Ireallydidn'twanttofaceDrFrancis."Cora,

we'renotinhighschoolanymore.We'readult'snow,

pleasestartbehavinglikeone"shesaidfirmly."

OkayfinebutcanItaketheseofffirst?"Iasked.I

waswearinghospitalbluegarments."Youlookjust

fine,I'mstarvinglet'sgoplease"shesaid."Argh,

you'rejustimpossible.Anywayswewalkedacross

thestreet,thankGodIbelievedidn'tbumpintohim.

Weplacedareordersandwhilechattingover

starterswhichwasgarlicbreadandbutterandcups

ofcoffee."Forhowlongwillyoukeepdoingthis?"

Sheaskedme."Doingwhat?"Iaskedfrowning."

ComeonyouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout...therun



andchasegamethatyou'replayingwithyour

husband?"Sheasked."Hestartedthis,I'mgoingto

endit"Isaid."Whatareyougoingtodo,geta

divorce?.Webothknowthatyou'vealreadyforgiven

himsowhynotjustlethimknowandendallofthis"

shesaid."LookIgetthathehurtyou,notoncebuta

severaltimesbefore.Hesaysmeanthingshe

doesn'tmean,thepoorguyislosinghismindhere."

Sheadded."Ithoughtyouwereonmyside"Isaid."

I'monyoursidethat'swhatIamtellingyouthis.You

can'tstayangryforever"shesaid."Sayswho?...he

wantedtodeadAmanda,Me...Hiswife.IwishI

couldhurthimharderthanhehurtme"Isaidboiling

upinside."Trustmeyoualreadydid,you'redoingit

rightnow.You'dfindhimlookingintospace

sometimes.Hementionsyournameineverytopic,I

knowthathe'sajerkbuthelovesyouandIdoubt

thataguywho'ddoanythingtosaveyouwouldwant

youdeadsometime.Justtalktohimonceandfix

things,forthesakeofthethreeofyou"shesaid.Our

ordercameandweate,Iorderedanothercupof

coffee."That'swhatmyDadusedtodotomyaunt,

he'dsaveheronlytohitheragain"Isaid,thinkingout



loud"don'tevermakethemistakeofcomparingyour

evilfatherwithAlonzo,he'dneverhurtyoulike

that...Lorenzoneedsbothofhisparents,together

andIknowthatyou'renotreadytoleaveyour

husband.Justdomeafavor,gobackhome"she

said."Notyet,heneedstofeeltheheat.Ifhehas

lostweightthenheneedstolosemore."Isaid

sippingonmycoffee."OKfinebuttaketoolong"

shesaid."youeatalotoneofthesedays,areyou

sureyou'renotpregnant"sheaskedafterIordereda

secondplateoflunch."Me,pregnant?.That's

impossible,I'vemadepeacewiththefactthatI'll

neverhavekids"Isaidchuckling."Isit?"Sheasked

frowning.Ilookedatherfrowning,"whenwasthe

lasttimeyouwentonyourmenstrualperiodsthen?"

Sheaskedandithitmethatthemonthbeforeit

didn'thappen,"I,I,itwas...evenifImissedamonth,

sowhat.Itusedtohappenbefore,It'snothingnew"I

saidcasually."Onlytestscanreallytell"shesaid."

Amandaplease,let'snottalkaboutthis.Iamnot

doinganytests,IfewweeksagoIwasso

desperate...Ijustdon'twanttogetmyhopesup.My

lunchbreakIsover,ihavetogo"Isaidstandingup."



ButCora—..."Ihavetogo,Bye.Thankyouforlunch"I

saidstandingupandleaving.Talkingabout

pregnancyjustgotmeupset.Ifinishedworkingand

wentbacktomyapartment,sotired.Itookanapas

soonasIgotthere

.

Iwaswokenupbyamyringingphone,Itookmybag

andsearchedforit."Amanda"Isaidanswering."I'm

sorryifIoffendedyou,ididn'tmeanto"shesaid."It's

fine,IguessIoverreactedtoo"Isaid."Wegood?"

Sheasked."Yeah,whywouldn'twebe"Iasked

smiling."YouknowIusedtohateMichael'sCologne

whenIwascarryingLeo,Ialsoatealot,some

peoplejustdisgustedmefornoreason.There'sno

harmintakingapregnancytest,Istillthinkthat

you'repregnant"shesaid."Notthisagain,Amanda.I

toldyouI'mnotpregnant,it'sjustnotpossible.I

can'trememberthelasttimeIhadsex,pleasejust

dropthis"Isaidholdingmycalm."Okayfine"she

said."Let'snottalkaboutthistopic,It'svery..."I

couldn'tfinish."Igetit,goodnight"shesaid."Okay,

goodnight.Iloveyou"Isaidsmiling."Iloveyou"she



saidthenhungup.Igotoutofbedandwenttotake

ashower,IcanrushingtothedoorwhenIhearda

knock.ihadatowelwrappedaroundmyheadand

body.IopenedthedooronlytofindSalvatore

standingoutside.Iturnedonmyfeetandlefthim

there,"canIcomein"heasked."Ifyouwant"Isaid

takingmyPJsfromthewardrobe.Idressedup,he

closedthedoorbehindhimandsetonthebed.He

hadaplasticbaginhishand."What'sthat?"Iasked

moisturizingmyfaceandhands.Ithenworemy

whitesocksandsleepers."Ibroughtyousomefood

andvanillaicecream"hesaid."Vanillaicecream,

isn'ttoocoldforicecream"Iaskedfrowning,how

didheknowthatIwantedvanillaicecreamsobadly.

"Wellyoucankeepituntilsummertime"hesaid

shrugging."Ifiguredsinceithasbeentwoweek's

withoutyouhavingit,youmustbereallymissingit.

So..."Hesaid."Thanks,whatbringsyouhere"I

askedopeningtheplasticbagfromrestaurant

Paradisé.Thereweretwotakeawayofseafoodand

acontainerofice-cream.Thefoodwasstillwarm,I

wentovertothesmallshelvenearthesinktotake

outaplate.Ioffloadedthefoodfromtheplastic



containerstomyplate."Pleasecomebackhome

Cora,Ican'ttakethisanymore.Iamgoingoutofmy

mind,whatmustIdoforyoutoseehowsorryIam.

I'veapologizedacoupleoftimesalreadybutyoujust

wouldn'tbudge"hesaidstandingup."Iwasthinking

ofgettingmyselfaflat,ImeanLorecancometosee

meonweekendsandthengobacktoyouon

weekdays.It'sa—..."Youwanttomoveout?,You

can'tdothattousCora.Whataboutourmarriage,

youcan'tjustgiveuponusjustlikethat"hesaid

walkingtowardsme.Iwassittingonacoucharound

thesittingtable."IneedabreakSalvatore,Ineeda

breakfromyou.Ithinkwebothdo,youdefinitely

needone.Let'sjusttakeatimeout"Isaidsighing."

Idon'tneedanystupidtimeout,Idon'tneedorwant

abreak.Ijustneedmywifebackhome"hekinda

snapped."YouseewhatImean,yougetmadand

lasheverythingoutonme.Idon'twantthatfor

myself,thingscouldgetworsethenverbalabuse"I

saidlookingathim."...verbalabuse?,Whenyoulook

atmedoyouseeamanwho'scapableofhittinga

woman?"Heaskedlookingsohurt."Youstrangled

Ninabeforeonce,sothat'soutofquestion"Isaid



lookinganywherebuthim."Wow,IneverthoughtI'd

livetohearthisfromyou"hesaidunbelievingly."

Thenmaybeyou'reright,maybewedoneedabreak

ormaybeweneedmorethanabreak"hesaidthen

walkedout.Hurtinghimshouldhaveeasiedmymind

orgavemesatisfactionofsomesortbutitdidn't.It's

justleftmefeelingguiltyinstead,feelingsobad.I

justwantedtomakehimfeelhowitfeltliketobe

hurt,likehealwaysdidwithhiswords.MaybeItook

thingstoofar,Iputmyfoodintherefrigeratorand

hadmyicecreaminstead.Itmademealittlebit

better.Istudiedfortwotothreehoursthenwent

backtobed.Anotherweekwentbyjustlikethatand

yesSalvatorestoppedsendingmeflowersandI

wasn'thappyaboutit.IwentbacktoAmanda'sfor

theweekendagain.ImessagedAlonzo,askinghim

tosendLorenzotoMichael'splaceonSaturday.Him

andIhaven'ttalkedeversincethatnight.Hedidn't

replytomymessagebutatleasthegotit."No,don't

drinkthat.Womeninyourconditiondon'tdrinkwine"

Amandaexclaimedretrievingthebottleofwinefrom

myhand,alongwiththeglass."What'swrongwith

Cora,isshesick.Areyoudying,ifyou'redyingthen



Kongmustknowaboutit.Youcan'tkeepthis

informationfromhim,cancerisaverydangerous

disease"Michaelsaid,almostpanicking."Havethis"

Amandasaidofferingmeaglassofjuice."I'mnot

dying,what'swrongwithyoupeople.Yourwife

thinksthatI'mpregnantandyouthinkthatihave

Cancer.Geez,comeon"Isaidthrowingthenapkin

onthetableandleaving."Cora,comebackand

finishyourfood.Forthebaby'ssake"Amandacalled

outafterme.Iwassoangrywithher,Iwentupstairs

andtookashower.WoremyPJsandsleepersand

gown."Igotyouthese."Amandasaidwalkinginto

myroomwithoutknocking."Igetthatthisisyour

housebutpleasedoknockbeforewalkingin.ineed

myprivacy,youcouldhavefoundmeinareally

stickysituation"Isaidangrily."Stickysituationlike

what,youbangingwiththecoffeetableorfinger

fuckingyourself?"sheaskedgiggling.Ijuststaredat

her,socrossed."OK,sorry.Geezyou'resomoody

thesedays.Youcan'tevencatchajoke"shesaid

offloadedtheplasticbag.Andthenbooma

thousandpregnancytestscameout,"whatisthis?"

Iasked,gettingreallyangryandtired."Justpickone



andpeeonit,Ipromisei'llbeoutofyourbusiness

afterthat"shesaid."Really?"Iaskedfrowning."

Really"shesaid."RightnowI'ddoanythingtoget

youoffmyhair"Isaidtakingonepregnancytestand

walkedinandbathroom.Ipeedonit,shewas

watchingmethewholetime."Whydoyousodoubt

thatyou'devergetpregnant?"Sheaskedwhilewe

waitedforthepregnancytesttorevealthetruth."I

hadalongday,I'mtired.AllIwanttodoisgotobed

freehearted.Please,let'snottalkaboutthis"Isaid

sighing."Thisthingistakingtoolong,I'mgoingto

bed."Isaidwashingmyhandsandexitingthe

bathroom.Shefollowedmeafewminuteslater,I

wasundercovers.Shehadherhandscrossed

aroundherchest."Itoldyou,Iamnotpregnant.I

hopeyou'resatisfiedrightnow."Isaidthenlayed

down."Havealookatthis"shesaidsmiling.Iset

uprightandtookthepregnancytest."I'mgoingtobe

anaunt,Cora.You'regoingtobeamother"she

screamed.Ilookedatthepregnancytestonemore

time,ithadtwolines."I'mgoingtobeamother?"I

saidholdingmychest."You'regoingtobea

mother!"Shescreamedjumpingupanddownthe



bed."I'mgoingtobeamother!"Istartedscreaming

alongwithher."whathappened,AreyouguysOK?"

Michaelaskedwalkingin,"Coraisgoingtobea

mother,she'spregnant.Itoldyoudidn'tI"Amanda

saidexcitedly."Isit,congratulation,finally"Michael

saidandthenwalkedout."Andstopscreaming"he

saidpeepingthroughthedoor.Hethenwalkedout

andcloseditagain."Salvatoreshouldhearthis,he'll

besohappy"Amandasaidtakingoutherphone."

Salvatore"Imurmuredsittingdown."Hey,what's

wrong"Amandasaidsittingdowntoo."Idon'tthink

he'd...Isaidsomanyhurtfulthingstohim,wefought

andhewassohurt.Alotwassaid...hemustn'tfind

out,notnow''Isaidstutteringalltheway."Hehasto

know,hehastheright.Evenifyoufoughtand

wrestledthebabyhasgotnothingtodowiththis.

Youmusttellhim,justmendthings"shesaidway

tooloudly.Andthenthedoorbellrang."Idon'tthinkI

wanttobepregnant,notrightnow.Ithinkthat

Salvatorewantstodivorceme,hemustn'tknow.I

don'twanttoholdhimback,Idon'twanttotraphim

withthisbaby"Isaid,"stoptalkingnonsenseand

stopthinkingsohard,you'restressingthebabyman"



Shesaidsoangrily."Cora,Lorenzoishere"Iheard

Michaelcalloutforme.Iwenttowashmyfacein

thebathroomthenwentdownstairswithMandy."

Mommy"Lorescreamedrunningtowardsme."Hey

Pal,Ithoughtyou'dcomeherebytomorrow.Who

broughtyouheresolateatnight"Iaskedpicking

himupwhilewewalkedtowardsthesittingroom."

Papadid,auntMandywhere'sisLeo"heasked."

He'ssleeping,shouldn'tyoubeinbedrightnow"

Mandyasked."IwassleepingbutPapawokeme

up"hesaid."Sowhere'syourfather?"Mandyasked.

"He'soutsidewithuncleMichael"hesaid.Weset

onthecouch,Ihadalotgoingoninmyhead.Itwas

startingtogethot."Mandison"Salvatoresaid

greetingAmanda."ReallyMrMuscles?,Ithought

weburiedthatNickname"Mandysaideyebrows

raised."IguessImissedthefuneral"hesaid,

everyonelaughedexceptforme.Iwasjustlooking

athimtheentiretimetheytalkedandlaughed.

LorenzowaslaughingtooeventhoughIdoubthe

catchedthejoketheyweresharing.Theysetdown

andopenedthetelevision,watchedamoviewhile

talking.Iwassittingthere,hearingeverythingfaintly.



"Excuseme"Isaidthenrushedtothenearestroom.

Ifeltlikevomiting,sodizzy.Irinsedmymouth.Then

walkedbacktothesittingroom,"areyouOK?"

Amandaaskedlookingatmesoworried."YeahI'm

fine,Ijusthaveanupsetstomach."Isaidfakinga

smile."I'llputLoretobed.come"Amandasaid

pickingupLore."You'resoheavy,youjoinedagym

didn'tyou.Lookatallthemuscles"Amandasaidto

Lore,whokeptonlaughinguntilIcouldn'thearor

seehim."Letmegoandmakeusallcupsofhot

chocolate,it'sabitchillytonight"Michaelsaid

standingup."Iwasactuallyplanningongoingto

bedearlytonightsogoodnight.TellAmandaIsaid

goodnight"Isaidstandingup.Iwasactually

avoidingbeingalonewithAlonzo."Ohh,Ithought

we'dallwatchamovietogether"Michaelsaid

lookingbetweenus."I'mnotfeelingwell,I'llhaveto

takearaincheck"Isaidthenwalkedaway.Icould

feelAlonzo'seyesonme.Doyouknowthatfeeling

thatsomeoneiswatchingyousoyouhavetoperfect

yourwalk.IwentintothebathroomassoonasIgot

intomyroom.Iwasbrushingmyteethand

moisturisedmyfaceandhandsInfrontofthe



dressingtablewhichwasintheroom.Itookoffthe

gownandputitonthecouch.Ifoundmyselflifting

mytopandrunningmyhandontopofmyflat

tummy.Iwaslookingatitthroughthemirror,I

couldn'tbelievethattherewasalittlelifeinsidemy

tummy.Actuallygrowinginthere,littletentoesand

fingers,thehandsandfeet,aheadandfullbody.

Waitaminute,Itwasprobablystillanembryo"when

wereyouplanningontellingme"heaskedwalking

inside,Iquicklypulleddownmytop.Startled,"it'sa

littlebittoolateforthat"hesaidclosingthedoor

behindhim."Tellyouwhat?"Iaskedfrowning."

Don'tactsodumbwithme,whenwereyougoingtell

methatyou'repregnantCora"heaskedangrily."

Whotoldyouthat?"Iaskedstilllookingatthemirror

image,hewasstandingbehindme."That'snot

important,what'simportantisthatyouwere

planningonhidingmybabyfromme.Howcouldyou,

IknowthatIamnotoneofyourfavoritepeoplebutI

didn'tknowthatyouhatemesomuch"hesaid

loudly."Pleasestopshoutingatme,don'tshout.I

wasgoingtototellyouokay,Iwasjust,Iwas

just—..."YouwerejustwhatCora,youwerejust



what?"HeaskedAngrilybutcalmly."Iwasjust

scaredOK,youwanteddivorceandIdon'twantto

trapyouwiththischild"Isnapped."Divorce?"He

askedchuckling."WhatmakesyouthinkthatI'd

everdivorceyou?"Heaskedfrowning.Ilookedupat

him."Theotherdayyousaidweneedmorethanjust

abreaksoIthoughtthatyou...andthenyoustop

sendingmeflowers."Isaid."Yousaidthatyou

wantedspace,soIgaveyouspace.Istopped

sendingyouflowersbecauseyouaskedmetoStay

away."Hesaid."Ididn'taskyoutostopsendingme

flowers"Ididn'tmeantosaythatloudly.Allthanks

tomyblabberingmouth,Inowseemedlikea

confusedwoman."WhatdoyoureallywantCora,

becausenowI'mconfused.Youaskedmetostay

awayandnowyou'rehurtbythat.Pleasemakeup

yourmind"hesaidsmilingatmelikeiwascrazy."I

needwater"Isaidwalkingawayfromhim."I'llget

youaglassofwater"hesaidwalkingout.Iwentand

setontheedgeofthebed."Hereyougo"hesaid

offeringmeaglassofwater.Hewascarryingajug.I

tooktheglassanddrankalittle,Iwasn'treallythirsty.

Ijustwantedtogetawayfromhimabit."I'msorry



aboutwhatIsaidtheotherday...Ijustwantedtohurt

likeyouhurtme"Isaidlookingupathim.Hewas

standingupInfrontofme."Wellyousucceeded"he

said,handsinhispocket.Ipickeduptheglassand

drankup."Ideservedthat,everythingsinglebitofit.

I'msorryCora,I'velookedbackintoourpastand

youwereright.Idoverbalabuseyou.I'mwillingto

changeallthat,pleasejustgiveourloveonemore

chance."HesaidkneelingdownInfrontofme."

That'snottrue,youknowthatIdidn'tmeanthat.

Verbalabuseiswaymoredeeperthantheshityou

utterwheneveryougetangryorjealous.You'dnever

verbalabuseme,Iknowthat.Isaidthosethingsjust

togetbackatyou.Iforgaveyoualongtimeago,I

justwantedtomakeyousuffer"Isaidtruthfully."

Don'teverdoubtyourcharacter"Isaidsmilingathim

"youforgiveme"heasked.Inodded,"justpromise

methatyou'llneverlashoutonmewheneveryou

areangry"Isaid."Ipromise"hesaidcrossinghis

heart,"canwegobackhomenow?"Heasked

standingupandsighingheavily."Youcango,I'll

comebacktomorrow"isaidgettingundercovers."

There'snowaythatIamsleepingalonetonight"he



saidtakingoffhissneakersandjersey.Hewas

wearingatracksuits.Heswitchedoffthemainlights

andgotundercoverswithme.Thesidelampswere

stillon."IfAmandadidn'tmistakenlycallmeandI

haven'theardyourconversation.Forhowlongwere

youplanningonkeepingmeinthedark"heasked

unveilingmytummyandputtinghisheadonitwhile

brushingitwithhiscoldhand."Sothat'showyou

foundout?,Andyouheardeverything?"Iasked."

Definitely"heSaid."IonlyfoundouttodaythatIam

pregnant,Idon'treallyhaveananswertoyour

question"Isaid."Wemustgoandseeadoctor

tomorrow"hesaid."Lorenzohadaplasticsurgery?"

Iaskeddivertingthetopic."Yeah,hehadalotof

scars."Hesaid."Helooksgoodasnew"Isaid."

He'sahumanbeingnotanobject.That'sabad

expression"hesaidchuckling.Andthentherewas

silenceafterthat,"I'mgoingtobeafather,how

manyofthemdoyouthinkareinhere"heasked."

One,whatelse?"Iaskedchuckling."Ithinkwe're

goingtohavetwinsorbetteryettriplets"hesaid."

Let'snotgothere,thescanwilltell"Isaidsmiling."

CanIcoverupnow,it'squitecold"Isaid."You're



suchamoodspoiler,Iwasstillchattingwithmy

kids"hesaidcomingbackup.Ipulledupthe

blankets."IfIcatchcold,'yourkids'willalsoget

sick"Isaidturningonmysideandfacinghim."I

hopeyouhavebeeneatingwell"hesaid,Ijust

shruggedandturnedaround.Iswitchedofftheside

lamp."Goodnight"Isaidgivinghimmyback."He

gotevenmorecloserandwecuddled.Hishandon

mytummy,undermytop."Thankyouforgivingme

suchabeautifulgift"hesaidsoftly."Thankyoufor

makingmethehappiestmanalive"headded."Ilove

you"hecontinued.Myheartwasbeatingoutloudly,

I'msureevenhecouldhearit."I'mscared"i

whispered,Ifinallyadmitted."why?"Heasked

shortly."WheneverIgethappysomethingbad

alwayshappens."Isaid."Youdon'thavetobe

scared,I'mhere"hesaid."Promettimisolouna

cosa(justpromisemeonething)"Isaid."I'm

listening"hesaid."Saraialmiofiancoadogni

passo(you'llbebymysideeverystepoftheway)"I

said."Nondeviesserespeventato(youdon'thave

tobescared),lofaremoinsieme(we'lldothis

together)loprometto(Ipromise)"hesaidkissing



myneck."Teamo"Isaidsmiling,I'veneverbeen

thathappyinmylife.Everythingfeltsorightand

complete."Iloveyoutoo,goodnight"hesaidholding

myclosetohisbody.

.
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Iwokeupfeelingnauseous,Irushedintothe

bathroomandpuked.Itwasstilldarkoutside,Ikinda

feltdizzyandtired.Irinsedmymouthandwentback

tobed,"didIwakeyou?"IaskedJoaquinwhowas

alreadysittingupstraight."Areyouokay?"Heasked

andInoddedgettingundercovers.Ileanedbackon

theheadboard,closedmyeyes."Youdon'tseem

finetome"hesaid."IsaidIamfine,I'mfine"Isaid

firmly."Whenwasthelasttimeyouate?"Heasked.

"Lastnight...butIdidn'tfinishmydinnerbecause

Amandawasbusyirritatingmewit—..."Okay,I'm

goingtomakeyoubreakfast"hesaid."It's5am,I'm



nothungry...I'llprobablypukeonceagain"Isaid

checkingoutthetimeonmycellphone."Whatdo

yousuggestwedothenCora,youseemlike

someonewho'sabouttofaint"hesaidkinda

frustrated."Icouldtakeinafewfruits"Isaidsighing

heavily.Hegotoutofbedandwalkedout,hecame

backwithatraywhichhadabowloffruits.Aglass

andjugofjuice,asideplateofcroissantandcheese.

"Thanks"Isaidasheputthetrayonmythighs.He

gotbackonhissideofthebed."Youcangobackto

sleep"Isaidlookingathimashewaswaitingforme

toeat."Ipromisetofinishallofthis"Isaidsmilinga

bit.Helookedsoworried,"What"Iaskedtakinga

biteofthepear."Nothing"hesaidremovingthe

strandsofhairfrommyface."Sowhyareyou

lookingatmelikethat"Iasked."Likewhat?"He

askedsmilingfaintly."LikeIamonmydyingbedor

something"Iaskedchucklingandblinkingalot."

Youjustseemtoohskinny,youhaven'tbeeneating

well,haveyou?"Hesaid."Ican'thelpbutsaythe

sameaboutyou"Isaidgigglingbuthewastoo

serious,tooseriousformyliking."WellIguessI

forgottoeat,Iwasn'treallyfeelinghungrybutIate



thereandthere.Youdon'thavetobesoserious,it's

notlikeIgotanorexianervosa"Isaid."Stopbeingso

serious,youmightdieofaheartattack"Isaid

pushinghimslightly.Heeasedupabitandsmiled."

I'mtakingyououtforbreakfastafterweseetheDr"

hesaid."ButIamhavingmybreakfastalready"I

said."Considerthisasstarters,wewillhavethe

maincourselaterandthedessert"hesaid."You

wanttoturnmeintoaballoon,Isee"Isaideyes

poppedout."That'snotsuchabadideatoo"hesaid.

"Areyouforreally?"Iaskedchuckling."What?,I

thinkyou'lllookcut.Allpumpedup"hesaid."That's

suchameancomplimentMrSalvatore"Isaid

laughing.Hejustshruggedhisshoulders.Iheardmy

breakfast,actuallyfinisheditwithhishelpthough.I

couldn'thavepossiblefinishedallthattrayby

myself..."Whyareyoulockingthedoor,he'sgoingto

startcryingandscreamingandthenI'dhaveto

pacifyinghim"Isaideyebrowsraised."Ijustwantto

spendtimewithmywife,I'msurehe'sgoingtotryto

budgeinwhenhewakesup.You'remywifebefore

you'rehismother,thatmanisgoingtohaveto

understand.He'salwayscrossingtheborderline"he



said,"thatmanisyourthreeyearoldson,you're

crazy"Isaidlaughing.Hecamebacktobed."Let's

justsayI'mpossessivewhenitcomestoyou"he

saidkissingmycheek."You'resuchabadfather

Salvatore,whatdoyouthinkcomesfirstreally.A

husbandorachild?"Iaskedlookingathimseriously.

"Mmh,letmesee.Itshouldbeahusbandbecause

withoutahusbandtherewouldbenochild"hesaid."

That'squitelogicalinabiologicalsensebutImeanit

inasenseofchoosing.Whodoyouthinkcomes

first,ahusbandorachild?"Iasked."Whatdoyou

think?"Heaskedlookingatme."Iaskedyoufirst?"I

said."Don'tyouthinkthat,thatquestionshouldbe

directedtowomen,sinceyouhaveaquestionyou

mustsurelyhaveananswertoit"hesaid."It

dependsonhowyou'reaskingthequestion,isit

generalorpersonal?"Iasked."Let'sstartwith

general"hesaid."General?,I'dsayachildcomes

first"Isaidthoughtfully."Isit,andwhyisthat?.

Forgetaboutthat,whataboutpersonal"heasked."

Betweenyouandme?"Iaskedandhenodded."I'd

havetodoresearch"Isaidgettingoutofbed."Cora

comebackhere,what'stheretoresearchabout.



Don'tthinkyoucanjustdodgemyquestion.Come

backhere"hesaidfollowingmetothebathroom."

What?"IaskedtakingoffmyPJsandtaking,I

wantedtotakeashower."I'mstillwaitingforyouto

answer"hesaidarmsfolded.Igotintotheshower

first."Letmetakeashowerfirst"Isaid,hetookoff

hisclothesandgotintoo.Ummh,Isawhisgiant

cucumberaftersuchalongtime.Nomatterwhatit

neverloseweightinsteaditgotmoreandmore

biggerandlonger."Youlikewhatyousee"heasked

chuckling,bringingmebacktoplanetearth.I

swallowedupthehardlumpinmythroat."Not

exactly"Isaidturningmybackonhim.Istarted

spreadingsouponmytowel.Hetookmytoweland

soupputthemonthestand,heldmyhands.He

actuallypulledmeclosertohim,theshowerstill

running."Areyousure"heaskedandIcouldfeelhis

giantcucumberpokingmyass."YES,itdoesn'tlook

thatmuchappetisinglately"Isaid,"isit?"Heasked

turningoffthetaps.Inoddedtakingadeepbreath,"

sowhyareyoubreathingsoheavily,Icanhearyour

heartpounding"hesaid.Ididn'tanswerthat,ijust

inhaledandexhaledjusttocalmdownmyfemale



hormones.Whichweregoingcrazybecauseofhis

nakedness."AnywaysIamstillwaitingformy

answer,areyougoingtoanswermeornot"hesaid

turningonthetable.Thecoldwatergotmejumping

abit."Ithinkit'sonlyfairthatyouanswermesince

youbroughtupthequestion"hesaid.Itookmy

towelandwashedmybody.Whileheusedthe

scrubbingsponge,wefinishedshowering.He

actuallygotoutfirst,andthereiwas...disappointed.

ImeanIthoughtthathewouldstartkissingmeand

thingswouldgethitted.Heturnedmeononlyfor

himtoturnmeoffagain.Iwentintotheclosetand

pickoutmyhugeboyfriendsjeansandredAdidas

sneakersandIpinktinyvestandagoldwatch.I

sprayedandcombedmystraightenedhairdown.

Appliedlipgloss,Ilookedjustcutewithoutmakeup."

Mom,I'mhungryandLeosaysthatI'mnotgoingto

getanyfoodbecausethisishishouse"Loresaidas

soonashewalkedin,hewasfoldinghisarmswhile

whiningwithatiltedhead."Leosaidthat?"Iasked

pouting.Henodded,"goandtellyourPapa,I'm

scaredofLeobutyourPapahasbugMuscles.He'll

fixhim,gohurry"Isaid.Heranout."Don'tfall!"I



screamedafterhim.AnywaysIfixedthebed.Tied

upthebathroomandpackedmyclothes.Iwent

downstairsafterIwasfinishingup."Goodmorning

Mandison,goodmorningMike"IsaidasIfound

everybodyinthekitchen."Iseesomebody'sina

goodmood.Youmusthavereallygaveittoherhard

MrMuscles"Amandasaiddemonstratingwithher

hands."Amanda"Michaelsaidbuttheywereall

laughing"unfortunatelyno,apparentlyhe'sallergic

tomyskinnybody"Isaidsittingdown.Michaelwas

chuckling,Amandawasjustfrowning.Salvatorewell

Icouldn'treadhisfacialexpressionbecausehewas

busypreparingcornflakesforLoreandLeo."

AnywaysIwasabouttogetstartedonpreparingfor

breakfast.I'mgoingtoneedyourhelpCora"Amanda

saidbreakingthesilence."Ialreadyhadsomething

toeat"Isaid."AndIdidn'taskyou,comeon.You're

notabouttododgeoneofmymealsagain.We'reall

goingtohavebreakfasttogether,youguyscanjust

getout,goplaywithtoysorsomething"Amanda

saidtotheboys,Allfourofthem."We'regrownup

man,wedon'tplaywithtoysManda"Michaelsaid."

OHH!,That'safirst,Manda"Iscreamed."Shutup



Cora"shesaidpushingMichaelout."Don'ttellme

youwantmetopushyououttoo.Goandplaywith

thesand,watchcartoonsorsomething"shesaidto

Salvatore.Whoshookhisheadandleft."Sowhat's

forbreakfast,MandaManda"Iaskedfoldingmy

arms."Idon'tcareifyouarepregnantornot.I'mso

goingtohityouwiththispan"shesaidtakingthe

fryingpanandchasingmearound."Mandastopit"I

screamedlaughing."CallmeMandaonemoretime"

shesaidstillchasingme.Iwasrunningoutofbreath,

Ihadtothinkofsomething."Ouch"Iscreamed

holdingmytummy."Ohcomeon,Iknowthatprank"

shesaid."Ouch,aweh.Mhh"Iscreamedsliding

downthefloor."Hey,you'restartingtoscarmenow,

what'swrong?"SheaskedkneelingdownInfrontof

me."Mybaby,it's-ahhah"Igroanedclosingmyeyes.

"Hey,shouldIcallanambulance,I'llgoandcall

Salvatore.Holdontight"shesaidstandingup,she

wasactuallypanicking.Iheldherleg."Howdoyou

likemyprankManda"Iaskedlookingupather."Shit,

Ihateyou.Fuck,you'recrazy"shesaidkneeling

down.Sheslappedmeslightly,"ouch,whatwasthat

for"Iaskedholdingmycheek."You'resotwisted,



doyouknowhowworriedIwas.Youalmostgave

meaheartattack.OhhGod"shesaidholdingher

chest."Breakfastisnotgoingtoprepareitself,

comeon"Isaidstandingup."Don'teverdothat

again,youscaredthecrapoutofme"shesaid

standingup."Don'tbesuchababyManda"Isaid

chuckling."Stopcallingmethat,geezIhatethat

Nickname."Shesaid."I'lldotooifyourhusband

does"Isaidchuckling."Great,Imightaswellstart

acceptingit.I'vebeenaskinghimtostopformonths

now."Shesaidrollinghereyes.Weprepared

breakfastforlessthan40minutes.Weput

everythingonthetable.Andcalledeveryonetocome

andeat.Wehadourbreakfastwhilesharinga

meaninglessconversation,wellIdidn'ttalkoreat

thatmuchIwasjustbusyonmyphone.Welefttwo

hourslater,Salvatorewantedtochangesowe

startedathome.HewentintoourroomwhileIwent

ontherooftopLorenzowenttohisroom,probably

intohiscloset.Playingwithhisthousandtoys.

.

"IfiguredI'dfindyouhere"hesaidholdingmefrom



behind.Hescaredmeabit,"Ididn'tseeyoucoming"

Isaidsmilingathim.Iwaslookingathimovermy

shoulder."Whatareyouthinkingabout"heasked

holdingmytummy,Iputmyhandsontopofhis."

Nothing"Isaidcasually."Ifyoudidn'thearmyfoot

stepsthenthere'sdefinitelysomething"hesaid."It's

nothing,seriously.Iwasjustenticedbythisbeautiful

view"Isaid."Come"hesaidpullingmyhand.Heset

onacouchandmademesitonhislap."Whatisit?"

Iaskedaftersometimeofsilence."Hasanyone

evertoldyouhowbeautifulyouare?"Heasked,"

wellnotreally"Isaidchuckling."You'rethemost

beautifulwomanI'veeverseen,notjusttheexterior

butalsotheinteriorofyourdesign"hesaid,making

meblush.Althoughhiscomplimentmademerelate

toacarorahouse."Well,nowIknow.Thanks,that

wasaverykindcomplimentI'veeverheard.Ibetno

womanhaseverbeencomplimentedinthat

particularway"Isaidsmiling."Ididn'tknowthatyou

werecravingformygiantcucumber"hesaidallofa

sudden."Salvatore!"Iscreamedclosingmyeyes."

What?,Youshouldhavetoldmeinsteadof

embarrassingmeInfrontoftheSullivans.DidI



arouseyouinthatbathroom?"hesaidandasked."

Geez,I'moutofhere"Isaidstandingupandwalking

away."Wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing"heasked

holdingmyhand."Aren'twesupposedtogoandsee

theDoctor"Iaskedlookinganywherebuthim."The

appointmentisaround1pm,relax.AsIwassayingif

youwantedsomecucumberyoushouldhaveasked

insteadofsaying'suddenlyhe'sallergictomy

skinnybody'whatwasthatabout."Hesaid."Right

nowyou'reembarrassingme,pleasedropthis"Isaid

foldingmyarms."It'sonlythetwoofushere,why

areyouembarrassed?"Heasked."Yeah,butyou're

here.You'reembarrassingmeInfrontofyou"Isaid."

Ineverheardthatbefore"hesaid."Bythewaythere

isnoneedtofeelbadorinsecureaboutthewayyou

look,youlookmoresexierthanbefore."Hesaid,I

couldn'ttakeitanymore.Ijustclosedmyeyeswhile

inhalingandexhaling."YoustillgottheBiggfinest

assoutthere,andboobs.Thefigureiscurvedin

perfectly"hekeptonsayingwhilepullingmecloser

tohim,hethengrabbedmyass.That'swhenmy

eyespoppedopen.Hesmashedhislipsintomine.

HekissedmeuntilIresponded,Iheldhisheadon



bothsides.Histongueexploringinmymouth,he

movedhishandsfromasstoundermyvestwhere

hekeptonbrushingmywaist.Ihadmylegspressed

together,"What?"HeaskedafterIpulledout."

Ummh,i,Ineedtousethebathroom"Isaidafter

feelinglikevomiting.Irushedinsidetothenearest

bathroom.Hewasfollowingmeallthewaythere.I

didmybusinessthenrinsedmymouth."What

happened?"HeaskedfollowingmearoundasIwas

walkingtoourroom."HowamIsupposedtoknow"I

askedfrustrated.Mymouthtestedsobitter."You

mustknow,you'retheonewhohasbeenvomiting."

Hesaidequallyfrustrated."Idon'twanttotalkabout

it!"Ishouted."We'regoingtofuckingtalkaboutit"

heshoutedback."Don'tshoutatme"Isaidalmost

crying.Hesighed,wellhistongueinsidemymouth

sortofdisgustedme.Ican'texplainit,itjustdidn't."

Itookoutanewtoothpasteandtoothbrushthen

brushedmymouthsoangry."Areyoudone?,Can

wegonow"hesaid.IjustpassedhimbyItookmy

bagandphonewhichwasonthebed.Wethenwent

downstairs,weweregoingtoleaveLorewith

PetuniaIguessed.Wedidn'tevensaygoodbye,



maybebecausehewasgoingtostartcrying..."Iam

sorryforshoutingatyou"hesaidaswewereonour

waytothehospitalforourfirstbabyscan."Yeah,

metoo"IsaidlookingoutsidethewindowasI've

beendoingforthepast30minutes.Wehad

bodyguardsfollowingandleadingourcar."Comeon,

I'mreallysorry.Forthesakeofourkidslettherebe

peace"hesaidputtinghishandonmytummy."

Okay,coolbutdon'tshoutatme.Idon'tlikeit"Isaid.

Thatwasdefinitelyinsane,lookingatitnow."Iwon't,

I'lltrynotto"hesaid,Ismiledabit.

.

"It'sseemslikeyourwifehereiscarryingtriplets"

thedoctorsaidrunningthescanontopofmy

tummywhichwascoveredinacolorlesscoldliquid.

myheartstartedtopoundalittlebitharderafterI

heard"threefoetuses""Yeswehavethreefoetuses"

shesaidsmiling.DrOsbornewasgoingtobemy

gynecologistfromthen."Isitboysorgirls"Salvatore

askedsoexcited."Unfortunatelywecannottellthe

sexatthisstage."Shesaid,hegotalittletinysmall

bitdisappointed.Wegotthe



scancopy.Iwas5weekspregnant,"areyouokay"

Salvatoreaskedonourwaybackhome.Ikeptmy

mouthshut,hekeptontryinguntilhegaveup.Iwas

thefirstonetogetoutofthecarassoonashe

parkedinfrontofthehouse.Ipunchedinthecode

andunlockedthedoor."Cora,what'swrong.You've

beenquieteversincewegotoutofthatwardroom"

hesaidfollowingmeinsidethekitchen.Itooka

glassofwaterandpouredmyselfwater,drankup

butthatdidn'tseemtocalmmedown."Shit,fuck"I

cursedangrilyhittingmyheadonthekitchen

counter."Stopit"heshoutedholdingmeback."

HowcouldyoudothistomeSalvatore?"Iasked

lookingathimwithtearyeyes."WhathaveIdone

now"heaskedsighingheavily."Don'tgivemethat

attitude,threekids.Three?Howcouldyou

impregnatemewiththreekids"Iscreamed."What's

wrongwiththreekids,we'vealwayswantedfourkids.

Youshouldbehappy,you'regoingtoexperience

laborpainsonlyjustonce"hesaid."Shutup,you

don'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.I'mgoingto

getfat,mybloodpressureisgoingtorise,myfeet

aregoingtogetswollen,howamIsupposedto



standandworkfor12hoursinthatcondition"I

askedangrily."AndhowamIgoingtotakeashower

insuchacondition,I'mgoingtobeabigfat

disgustingballoon"Isaidcryingwhilehittingmy

headonhischest."Ihateyou"Isaidpushinghim

awayandwalkingout.

"Cora,howwasIsupposedtoknowthatthreeeggs

weregoingtobefertilised"heaskedfollowingme

upstairs."Thespermswereyours,weren'tthey?"I

askedlookingathim."YesbutI—..."Nobuts,you

weresupposedtoknow"Isaidangrily."That'scrazy,

howwasi—..."Crazy?,Didyoujustcallmecrazy

Salvatore"Iaskedwalkingbackdownathimwhile

hekeptonbackingdownwithasmileonhisface."

I'mgoingtotakeadrive"hesaidwalkingaway."

You'renotgoinganywhereSalvatore,youcan'tget

awaywiththis.Comebackhere"Iscreamedafter

himbuthedidn'tbudge.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

.



IactuallydrovebacktoMichael'splaceafterCora

wentallcrazylunaticonme."Shehasgonecrazy,

I'mtellingyou"IsaidtoMichaelwhokepton

laughingatme."Everywomanislikethatman,

AmandausedtothrowawaymyColognebecause

shecouldn'tstandit.Onedayshewokemeupwitha

bucketoficedwaterbecauseIwassomehow

snoring.Me,snoring?"Hesaidchuckling."Corahas

gonewayoverboard,it'shardlybeentwomonths

andshewantstostranglemealready.Shesaidthat

thespermswereminesoIwassupposedtoknow,

likewhatthehell?"Iexclaimedunbelievingly."She

saidthat?"Heaskedlaughing."It'snotfunnyman,

thatwomenisgoingtokillme.Iliterallyranformy

life"Isaidshakingmyhead."CanIhaveaccessto

yourCCTVcameras,thissoundsinteresting"hesaid.

"Fuckyouman"Isaidpunchinghisshoulder."

Salvatore!,Whathaveyoudonetomyfriend?"

Amandacamescreaming."Godsaveme,What

now?"Iaskedsighingtiredly.Michaellaughedeven

more."Coraiscryingherlungsout,whathaveyou

donetomyfriend?.Youcallhercrazyandthenyou

runaway,whatkindofahusbandareyou.Myfriend



iscravingforicecreamandyou'rebusyhavingbeer

overhere.Growupmanandgobacktoyourwife"

sheshouted."IthoughtyouandIhadan

understanding.Pleasedon'tdothistomeAmanda"I

pleaded,shestartedlaughing."Butseriouslythough

gobacktoyourwife.Youcan'tfertilizerthreeofher

eggsandthendumpherlikethat"shesaidfolding

herarms."I'mleaving,whatelsedidshesayshe

wanted.Couldyoumaybeaskherforme"Iasked."

Goandfindoutforyourself,I'mnotgettinginvolved"

shesaidraisingherhandsup."IfIdietomorrowjust

knowthatmypregnantwifedidit"isaidlookingat

bothofthem."ShouldIincludethatinyourobituary"

Michaelasked.Inoddedslowlyandhelplessly.Itook

mykeys."Threekids,you'rethemanMrMuscles"

Amandasaidbehindme."FuckyouMandison"I

shoutedather."Goandfuckyourwifeman"Michael

screamedatme.

.

Unedited wassupposedtopostlastnightbut

therewasnonetwork,sorry.

[6/3,18:51]Lynne:Continuing



Salvatore'sPOV

.

WellIboughtafewcontainersofvanillaIceand

otherflavors,justincase.Iwaspreparedtoget

slaughteredlikeaLamb.Ididn'tfindheranywhere

downstairs,"where'sisyourMombuddy?"Iasked

Lorewhowasbusyplayingwithhisremote

controlledtoycar."Idon'tknowDad,Ican'tspeak

rightnowIamdriving"hesaidmakingengine

soundswithhismouth."Mxmwhateverrascal"I

murmuredsoftlythenwentupstairstoourroom

whereIfoundherlyingonbed.Onhertummy,Iset

ontheedgeofthebedandputmyhandonherback,

shewascuddleduptothepillow."Getyourfilthy

handsoffmyback"shesaidslowlybutfirmlyand

surelyfuming."I'msorryhoney"Isaidsmiling,ifshe

couldhaveseenmyfaceI'msureshewouldhave

slappedme."Gobacktowhereveryoucamefrom

Salvatore,Idon'twanttoseeyourface,Idon'twant

tohearyougoatlikevoice"shesnapped."Please

forgiveyourstupidhusband,Iamsostupid.I

shouldn'thaveleftLikethat.Thatwassoselfishof



me,Ishouldhaveknownbetterthantoletmythree

stupidspermstofertilizeyoureggs.I'msorry"Isaid

butshedidn'tbudge."Iboughtyouvanillaice

cream"Iadded,seemslikeIgotherattention

becauseshesetupstraight.Butsaidnothing,her

faceshowedthatshe'dbeencryinghysterically."It's

inthedeepfreezer...I'msorrymylove,I'llneverdo

thatagain.I'mnevergoingtowalkoutonyou"Isaid

gettingclosertoherandputtingherheadonmy

chest.Shestartedcryingsilently."Don'tcrynow,

shhhI'msosorry"Isaidsmiling.Iwipedhertears

andkissedherforehead."Don'tcry,you'restressing

thebabies"Isaidkissingherallovertheface.She

nodded,wipinghertears."let'sgoandgetthatIce

creamItalkedabout"Isaidsmilingather,sheam

back.Ipickedherupinabridalstyle,carriedherto

thekitchen.8moremonthstogo,just8andthen

everything'sgoingtogetbacktonormal.Worrynot

Salvatore."Therewego"Isaidputtingheronthe

highchair.Igavehervanillaflavoredicecreamanda

spoon."Now,whatwouldyoulikefordinner?"I

asked."Idon'tknow,surpriseme.Anything"she

saidshrugginghershoulder."Comeon,wedon't



wantyouthrowingitalloutnow,dowe"Isaid

sighingsoftly."Umm,howaboutweorderchicken

andmushroompizzawithextracheeseormaybe

pizzamargherita"shesaid,reallyconflictedbetween

thetwo."We'llorderbothflavors.Wouldyoulike

somethingelse?"Iasked."Ifeellikehavingsome

cocktail"shesaid,myeyespoppedout."What?,

There'savirgincocktail"shesaid,Isighedinrelief."

Whatelse?"Iasked."Mildchickenwings"shesaid."

Anddon'tforgettoaddgreensaladandgarlicbread,

justincaseIwakeuphungry"shesaid."Youdo

realizethat,thesethingsyou'reaskingforcannotbe

orderedinoneplace"Iasked."Don'tmakeyour

problemmine,you'retheonewhokeptonasking

me"shesaidstandingupandleaving."You'rejust

impossible"Imurmuredsoftly.Isentthelistto

Robinsonandthencalledhertohurry.Isearchedfor

mywalletinmypocketandmethimoutsidethe

house."Let'sgooutonadatetomorrowmorning,

it'sbeenawhilesincewewentout"Isaidsittingon

thecouchwithher."Ummh,Iwasthinkingofgoing

tochurchtomorrowmorning.SoI'llhavetopass,

sorry"shesaid."OHH"Isaid,reallydisappointed."



Butwecangooutintheafternoon"shesaid

snugglingclosertome."Okaythen,it'sadate"Isaid

puttingmyhandaroundher.Shewasleaningonmy

chestwhilehavingherIcecream."Howaboutwe

haveafamilyreunionoragettogetherpartyto

announcethegreatnews"Isuggested."Isn'tittoo

early,couldwemaybewaituntilI'mcarryingfortwo

tothreemonths"shesaid."Okay,whatareyou

watchinghere.Ihaveafootballgametowatchin

threehours"Isaidtakingtheremotecontrol."You

smellsogood"shesaidtakingadeepbreath.I

openedtheNCAAnewschannel.

.

"Yourbirthdayisin5weeks,doyouhaveany

plans?"Iaskedafteranhourorsoofsilence."

Cora?"Icalledhernamesoftlybutshedidn'tanswer

me.Icheckedherandshewassleepingonmychest

Whileholdingtheicecreamcontainer.Iputitonthe

floorandlayedhercomfortablyonthecouch,

coveredherwithashawl.Iclosedthecontainer

whichwasalmostemptyandputitonthe

refrigerator.Thatwasmytimetogetsomework



startedbutthenagainIhadLorenzorunningaround

inmyoffice.Mydaycouldn'thavegottenanyworse,

Iwatchedthefootballgamewithbuddywhowas

busyaskingmequestions.Robinsoncameback

withthefood,Iputeverythingonthekitchencounter.

Corawasstillsleeping."Howaboutwegoandtake

ashower,comebacktoeatandthengotosleep"I

saidpickingbuddyup.Throwingandcatchinghim,

hekeptonscreaminginfearwhichbythewaywoke

upCora."Sorry,yourpizzahasarrivedbytheway"I

said,shekeptonyawning.IbatheLorenzoand

dressedhimupinhisPJs.Toldhimtogo

downstairswhileItookaquickshower.15minutes

laterIwalkeddownstairsandfoundthethreeof

themhavingpizza,includingPetunia."Isavedsome

foryou,intheoven"Corasaid,theyweregiggling

aboutGodknowswhat."I'mgoingtobeinmyoffice

ifyouneedme"Isaidtakingmyplate,whichhad

everyorderedexceptforthegreensalad,Iwasnota

fanafterall."Aren'tyougoingtobeeatingwithus?"

Coraasked."No,Igottalotofworktodo.I'llseeyou

inbed"Isaid."AhwOK"shesaid.Ileftforwork.I

tookamaximumofthreehours,madeafewphone



callsregardingtheprogressofthebuildingin

Durban.IwasgoingtogothereonMondayand

makeitbackonWednesdayevening.Iwenttobed

around10pm,IfoundCorabusyonherlaptop,inbed.

Shewaswearingablacknightdress."Whatareyou

doing,IthoughtI'dfindyousleeping"Isaidwalking

intothebathroomtobrushmyteeth."Justtyping

someofmyreports.I'malmostdonethough"she

said,Ibrushedmyteeththengotinbed."I'mgoing

toDurbantomorrowmorning"Isaidtakingoffmy

PJst-shirt."IfIwasahousewifenowthatwouldbe

somethingtoargueabout"shesaidsmiling."Isit?"I

askedputtingmyheadonhershoulder."YeahI

mean,I'dbeleftalone.Boredandwonderingwhat

youmustbedoingoverthere,callingyounowand

then.ButbecauseI'macareerorientedwoman.I'm

cool,I'llbeinthechemicalsstinkinghospital.

WorkingmyassoutforquarterofapriceI'dbe

earninginthenextfewyears"shesaid."Whatare

yousayingexactly?,Won'tyoumissme,allthe

cuddlingandsnuggling,mykisses,thegreatsex"I

saidkissingherShouldertoneck."Let'swaitand

findout"Shesaidgiggling.Ishutdownherlaptop."



Whatareyoudoing,I'mstilltyping.."shesaidkinda

angry.Iputthelaptopontheheadboardstand,"I'm

sexuallystarvinghere,ain'tyou?"Iaskedslidingmy

handunderHernightdress"Iamnot"shesaid."Are

yousure"Iasked,shewasabouttoanswerwhenI

shushedherwithakiss.Itookoffhernightdressso

thatIcouldgetaccesstohervulnerablewaist,my

touchtherealwayslefthershivering.OnceIgot

accesstoit,Iknewforsurethateverythingwas

undermycontrol.Ikeptonmovingmyhandsthere,

incircularmotionswhilewekissed.Shewasholding

myheadonbothsides,drawingmeon.Shewasin

herredpantiesonlywhileIwasinmyboxersand

sleepingpants.Herchestkeptonrisingandfalling,I

slidmyhandintoherpanties.TillIfoundexcessto

thevalleyoffire.Shesliddowntolieonherback.

"Doyouhaveanyplansforyourbirthday"Iasked

whileshiftinghertinypantiesasideandrubbingher

softbud.Sheshookherheadnowhilebitingher

lowerlip."Nothingatall?"Iaskedsmiling,Icould

seethatmytalkingwasfrustratingher."Surprise

me"shesaidthenpulledmyheadinforakiss."With

whatthough,Ihavethoughtofsomethingsbutthey



turnedouttobetotalcrap.Somethingsyouwouldn't

like."Isaidpullingoutofthekiss."Iwantnothing

then,canwejustfuckalready.Stoptalking"shesaid

fakingasmile."Areyousurebecausethelast—..."

Forgetaboutthis"shesaidgettingoutofbedand

goingtothebathroom,Icouldn'thelpbutgiggle

silently.Ifollowedherthereandfoundherstaringat

hermirrorimage.Whichwasontopofthewashing

basin."Whatareyoulookingat?"Iaskedholdingher

waist,shedidn'tanswerme,Islidherpantiesdown.

Shewasjuststandingtherelikeastatue."DidI

upsetyou?"Iaskedcaressingherwholebody."I

wasjustteasingyou,I'msorry"Isaidraisingher

handsupandputtingthenbehindmyhead."You're

suchajerk,God!whywouldyoudothat"shefinally

said."Sorry,youjustlookcutewhenyou'resexually

frustrated.Iliketeasingyou,especiallynow"Isaid

cuppingherfullroundbreasts.Sheleanedonmy

chest.Imassagedherpussy,thenUptohewaist.

Shesqueezedherlegstogetherwhileclosingher

eyes.ItookoffallthatIwaswearingandmydick

camesprouting,shehelditassoonasshefeltit

pokingherass.Igotelectricalshocks,adrenaline



rushingallovermyhead.Icouldn'tgetenoughofher,

therewasnoboredomthere.Everypositionwas

enticing,I'dalwaysbeanticipatinghernextmove.

Shejustknewhowandwheretotantalizeandturn

meonjustlikeIdidwithher.Shewasgivingmea

handjobwhileIwasmassaginghersoftbud,her

looklegsspreadapart.Mylefthandonherright

boobplayingwiththehardnipple.Ibendedherover,

sheheldontothebasin.Iseparatedherlegsusing

myknee,herpinkpussyfullyexposedforme.She

wasalreadydrippingwet,"please"shesaid

breathingoutloudlyasIkeptonteasingherwiththe

headofmygiantcucumberasshe'dcallit.

penetratinginsideherpussyslowly,sothatshe

couldfeeleveryinchofmydick.Whichfitted

perfectlyinsideher.Shewasallmine,everysingle

partofhersinfullymadejustforme.Istarted

movingingentle,tobehonestapartofmefeared

thatthebabiesmightgethurtorsomethingeven

thoughthedoctorsaidthatit'sOKtohavesexat

thatstage."Fuckmeharder"shescreamed,Icould

seeherkneeswobblingalreadybutshewasa

determinedwoman.Iincreasedmypaceand



decreasedit,increaseanddecrease.Iheldherwaist,

mydickwashardon.Itkeptonslidinginandout,

herwallsexpandingasIwentintodeep.Thefire

thatwasbuildingupwasimmenselytorturing.The

frictionmadeherscreamevenmorelouder.She

finallyexploded,herwholebodyshakinghelplessly.

Andthenshebecamestill"Iloveyou"she

murmured.Iwithdrew,tookoneofthewhitetowels

andwipedherandmyself.Ithencarriedherinto

bed.Shesowantedtobeontopbutthatwasa

dangerousposition.Itmakeseverymanexplode

quicklyandthenitwasallover.Iwantedtobein

chargeImadeherliedownonherback,widely

openedherbeautifullegstogetaccesstoherpink

pussywhichwasneatlyshaved.Istartedsuckling

herfoldsandnibbledthem.Focusingmoreonthe

bud.Pulledoutthefoldsslightly,usingmylips.I

couldfeelmydickthrobbinginpainandsuffering.

Shewasbitingherlipswhileholdingmyheaddown,

encouragingmetogoon.Insteadoffingerfucking

herIputintheactualdick.Sheliftherupperbody,

supportingitwithherelbows.Watchingme

penetrateinsideherthrobbingwetpussy.Isaw



excitementinhereyesasshewatchedbutthenshe

gaspedandranoutofbreathasIputitallin,which

almostseemedimpossible.Sheshewentback

downandherbackarchedup,herbreastspushing

up.Iwasmovinginandoutinslowmotion"ohh

Joaquin...yesbaby"shewhispered,atearescaped

hereyeaswebothexploded.Shewasgrabbingon

tothesheetswhileIwasgroaningandcursing."

Fuck,ahhCoh—"Icollapsedontopofher.We

stayedlikethatforafewminutes.Iwasstillinside

her."Iwantyou,movinginsideme...again"she

whisperedintomyear.That'swhatdrovemecrazy

abouther,shehadthesamepassionthatIhad.

Sometimesshe'druntofarandI'dberightbehind

hertryingtocatchup.Shewasdifferentfromthe

otherwomen,shewasn'tthesubmissivetypeof

woman.Iflippedherover,shetookthetoweland

wipedthetwoofusbeforetakingmygiant

cucumberintohertinymouth,itHardlyfittedintoher

handbutsheworkedhermagicaroundit.She

kisseditallthewasdowntomyballs,tothevein

underthem."Mmh"agroanescapedmymouth.She

wentupagainwiththekisses,putthepinkheadinto



hermouth.Madesureitreachherthroat,almost

shook.Shekepthereyesonme.Maybetogetan

ideaofwhatdrovemecrazy,everysoundandfacial

expressionofmineencouragedhertoputmore

effortonparticularpartsofmymanhood.Iwasfully

hardwhenshestartedridingmelikeacowgirl.

WatchingherMoveontopofmedrovemecrazy,

whowouldn'tgocrazyafterwatchingsucha

beautifulbodyontopofhim.Everysinglepartofher

bodywasimmaculatelycreatedtodriveaman

insane....therestishistory

.

Cora'sPOV

.

"Ilmiocuerobatte,you'regoingtobelatefor

church"hewhisperedintomyear.Ipushedherface

awaywithmyhand.Hekissedmyhandinstead,"I

guessyou'renotgoingthen"hesaid,Icouldimagine

himsmiling.Iwassotiredandmypussywassore,

remindedmeofthefirsttimewhenIwalkedlikea

chicken.Ifellasleeponceagain...Iwokeuplateron.



Iwenttothebathroomandtookaquickbath,

washedthetubeanddressedupaftermoisturizing

mybody.Iwaswearingmyshortjeanskirt.A

powderbluevestandwhitesneakers.Iwasdealing

withmymessyhairwhenJoaquinwalkedinwitha

trayofbreakfast."Finally,somebody'sawake"he

said.Hewaswalkingbarefootwearingpantsonly.

Helookedsuperhot,"goodmorningtoyoutoobaby

wami"IsaidSmilingashewaswalkingtowardsme,

"goodmorning"hesaidafterwesharedakiss."I

thinkIneedtogotothesalon,thisissofrustrating"I

saidthrowingdownthecomb."OrYoucouldjust

cutalldown"hesaid."Reallynow?"Iaskedrolling

myeyes."What?Yourhairistoolonganyways"he

said."Ithoughtyousaidyoulikemyhair"Isaid

sittingdownInfrontofthedressingtable."Ilove

yourhair,allnatural.Whydoyoualwayspaintit

black"heasked."IlikeyourGoldenbrownhair"he

saidstandingme,hishandsonmyshoulders.Ididn't

answerthat,"blackhairsuitsmebetterthan..."I

saidlookingdown."Ithinkit'sagoodthingthatyou

gotyourmother'shair,they'rebeautiful."Hesaid

pattingmyshoulderandthenhewalkedbacktobed.



"Iwastryingtoberomanticbybringingyou

breakfastinbedbutyouruinedmyplan"hesaid

afteralongtimeofsilence."Icanstilltakeoffthese

clothesandgetbacktobed.Nakedandyoucan

servemebreakfastinbed."Isaidwalkingtowards

him."That'snotsuchabadidea"hesaidcharmingly.

Ijustlaughedandsetdown."I'lltakeLorealongwith

metothesalon,hishairstyleneedssomereviving"I

saidtakingthestrawberryintomymouthafter

passingitbythewhippingcream."Butyouhaveto

takehimtomysalon,hishairstylistwon'tbehappyif

hishairlinegetsMesseduporsomething"hesaid."I

haveabetteridea,howaboutweallgotothesalon.

Yeahthat'sit,Ican'twalktoyoursalonandthen

mine.They'retoofarapart"Isaid."Cora"he

exclaimed."It'soutofdiscussionJoaquin"Isaid

takingthetrayintomythighsbecausehewas

havingmybreakfasttoo.Hechuckled,"sharingis

caring"hesaid."Well,itseemslikeIdon'tcare"I

said."You'resuchabadwife,Letmegoand

change"hesaidwalkingtowardsthecloset.Ihad

mybreakfastinpeace,Ididn'tcatchanymorning

sicknessthatmorning.Thethreeofuslateronwent



tothemall,weweregoingtoshopforgroceries

afterthatandthenhavelunchtogether.

.

Igotthedyewashedoffmyhairandthenplaited

intoSnoopy.Imayhavebeenacomplicatedperson

butIlikedmyhairstylessimpler.Wemetatfood

loversmarkettwohourslater,theywerealready

pushingthetrolleywhenIgotthere."Lookatmy

hairmommy"Loresaidfirst."Wow,lookat

you—handsomerascal.Youlookperfect"Isaid

checkinghimout,heactuallyblushed."Youtoo

looks..."IsaidlookingatAlonzo."What"heasked."

Appetising"Iwhisperedintohisear."Wellyoucan

havemerightnow"hesaidsqueezingmyass"

Alonzo!"Iexclaimedwalkingawayfromhim.He

giggled,wegotafewpeople'seyesonus.There

wasthissmilingoldwhitegrandma.Ifeltsoshy,"I

loveyournewhairstyle,youlookbeautiful"hesaid."

ThanksIsaidwalkingonthetrolleyside,Lorenzo

wasinsideit,weshoppedforgroceriesandother

housenecessities."I'llputtheseinthecar,I'llfind

youthere"hesaidgivingmedirectionstothe



restaurant."Ifwegetlost,blameitallonyourPapa"

IsaidpickingupLore.Joaquinwasgoingtoupload

thegroceriesintothecar.WellwefoundtheItalian

restaurant,thewaitresshelpedussettledown.We

gotservedwithstarters."Howwouldyoulikehaving

alittlesisterorbrother?"IaskedLorenzo."Idon't

wantalittlebrotherorsistermommy"hesaid,wellI

wasn'texpectingthatfromhim."Why?"Iasked."

Becausemommy"hesaid."Because?"Iasked

puzzled."Ijustdon'twant"hesaid."That'sbad—"I

wassayingwhenInoticedAlonzowalkinginwitha

female,theyweregiggling.Shelookedlikeoneof

thosesupermodels,slenderandstunning."Hannah

meetmywife,Cora"hesaid,thewomanextended

herhandsforahandshake."Hi,I'mHannah.AJ's

longlonglostfriend"shesaid.Ishookherhand."I'm

Cora"IsaidShortly."AJhastoldmeawholelot

aboutyou,Imustsay.Youlooknaturallybeautiful,

justthewayhedescribedyou"shesaidoccupyinga

sit,Alonzosetdowntoo.Shewaswaytooforward

formyliking,andjoiningusforlunch?,Callingmy

husbandAJ."Haveyouguysordered?"Salvatore

asked,likeeverythingwasperfectlyfine."Notyet,



Wewerejustwaitingforyou"Isaidsmilingfaintly."

Well,let'sorder,Ihopeyoudon'tmindHannah

joiningusforlunch"hesaidsignallingforthe

waitresstoattendourtable."Notatall"Isaid

lookingintohiseyes.Withthatboilinglookonlyhe

couldunderstandbuthechosetoignoreit."Sowhat

doyoudoforalivingHannah"Iaskedafteralong

crappytimeoflisteningtothemtalkabouttheir

collageyears."Asyoucansee,I'masupermodel.

ActuallyI'vejustreturnedfromParis,fromarunaway

fashionshow.I'mtakingyetanotherflightto

Namibiatomorrowmorning.It'shectic"shesaid

smiling.Shehadafinesmile."Soyouwenttoa

culinaryschoolbutendedupbeingamodeller"Isaid

eating."It'scrazy,Iknow.Actuallymyparents

wantedOrratherwerealwaysonmycaseeversince

Ican'tremember.Ihadtochooseastablecareer.

Worseyearsofmylife—..."Shesaidsighingheavily.

Whateverthatmeant,Ididn'tgetitatall."Alonzo

tellsmethatyou'redoingyourthirdyearin

gynaecology."Shesaid,itwaslikeshewasdiverting

thetopic.Eitherwayshewasprettygoodatit,"yeah,

I'vealwayswantedtosavelives"Isaidshruggingmy



shoulders."Imustsay,IneverthoughtthatAlonzo

wouldEndupwithawomanlikeyou"shesaid."

Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"Heasked,Iwasso

anticipatingtohearheranswer."Don'tgetme

wrong...HeusedtobeaplayasI'massumingyou

mustknowalready.Heneverdatedagirlformore

thanthreemonths,butthere'sonethingIlikedabout

him.Henevercheated,he'ddumpthefirstgirlthen

jumptothenextoneinline.Heusedtorollwiththe

typeofcrazygirls,ifyouknowwhatImean.Well,

youlooklike...Seriousandnormal.You'restill

beautifulthough"shesaid"that'snotentirelytrue

Hannahandyoudon'tknowmywifelikeIdo,she

canbecrazysometimes"Salvatoresaid.".Excuse

me"Isaidstandingupandtakingmybag."Where

areyougoingCora?"Heasked.Isighedsoftly."To

getmyselficecream.I'llbeback"Isaidtryingtoact

normal."IhopeIdidn'toffendyou"Hannahsaid."

Notatall,I'mjustcravingfortinrooficecream"I

said."Ohh,Ajtoldmethatyou'reexpecting.

Congratulations"shesaid."Ibethetoldyou

everythingaboutme"Isaidbeforeleaving.Iwasso

mad,IwenttoWoolworthswhereIboughtmyself



Icecream,IwouldhavebeendamnedifIwentback

tothatrestaurant.Ioptedtowaitintheparkinglot.It

waskindofcoldandcloudy.Likeitwantedtopour

down,Isetondownonthepavementseparatingthe

carsandatemyicecreaminpeace.Playedmusic

onmyiPod,earphoneson.Anhourpassedbyand

then15minutestoo,Itookoffmyearphones.AfterI

sawthenapproachingthecar's.Theytalkedabit

andthenhekissedherhand.Shegotintohersports

carandtheyapproachedourcar."Whoa!,Ithought

youleftalready"hesaid,supriseedtoseemesitting

downthere.HeopenedthebackdoorandputLore

insidethecaralongwiththebrownbaghewas

carrying."Comeon,let'sgo"hesaidopeningthe

doorforme.Ijuststaredathim."Whatisitnow?"

Heaskedsquirtingdown."Whatisit,ifnotforLoreI

wouldhavealreadyalsoyou.Forgetaboutyou,I

wouldhavestrangledthatbitchtodeath.Howdare

youbringyourexgirlfriendintoourdiningtable,that

wassupposedtobeafamilylunch.Family,not

extendedwhore's.Andwhatdidshecallme'

normal—boringright?.Naturalbeauty?'myleft

paralysedfoot.Andthenyouhadtokissher"I



snappedsoangrily."Iwillnothaveawomanshout

atme,areyoudone?.Canwegohomenow"he

askedthroughgrittedteeth.HewasfumingbutI

wasfurious."YoucangotohellforallIcare.You

disgustme,Idon'twanttoseeYourcheatingface

everagain"Imurmured."Suityourselfthen,I'mnot

goingtobegyou."Hesaidgoingtothedriversside.

Hegotinanddroveoff.IwatchedastheAustin

Martindroveoff.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

.

"Shit,shit.DamnyouCora"Icursedangrilyhitting

thesteeringwheel.Asitstartedraining,Icouldn't

reallyleaveherthere.Allfreezing."Papa,mommyis

goingtogetwet.She'llcatchcoldlikeIdid,doyou

rememberwhenIplayedintherain"Loresaid,I

turnedthecararound,theraingotheavierthanever.

ShewasstillsittingonthesamespotasIlefthe

before,shewaslookingdownalldrenched.Icould

tellfromthewayherheadwastiltedthatshewas



crying."Goaway"shescreamedpushingmeaway

asIwastryingtopickherup."Youdon'tloveme

anymoreSalvatore,youdon'tlovemeanymore"she

screamedpushingmeaway."That'snottrue,you

knowthatIloveyouandyoualone.Let'sgetintothe

car.You'llcatchcold"Isaid,shedidn'trespond.SoI

pickedherupandputherinthecar,gotintothe

driverssideanddroveoff.Iturnedontheheater.

Tearskeptstreamingdownherface,Ihatetosee

hercry.Ishouldn'thaveleftherlikethat,her

hormoneswereallovertheplace.Onemistakelead

tothewholehouseturningupsidedown.Ineededto

bemoreunderstandingandcalm."I'msorry"Isaid

puttingmyhandonherthigh.Shewasquiteallthe

wayhome,IkeptonansweringLorenzo'squestions

whichweredirectedtoher."GoinsideBuddy"Isaid

toEnzowhogotoutIrushedupstairs.Wewewere

insidethegarage."Idon'twanttotalktoyou"she

saidopeningthedoorandgettingout."Why"Iasked

holdingherfrombehind,shewasabouttotake

stepsupstairs."Because,becauseIhateyou?"She

said,stutteringsonotsure."Ishouldn'thaveasked

Hannahjoinus,youwererightaboutthatandIam



sorry.Ipromiseyou,she'sharmless.Iwasoutofmy

mind,it'sjustthatshe'dbethroughalotandIwas

thereforher.Shewasthereformetoo.She'slikea

sistertome.AndIdidn'tkissher"Isaid."Youkissed

herfilthyhand"shesaidturningaround."Itwasjust

ahand"Isaidunbelievingly."Evenifitwasjusther

hair,anywoman'shairforthatmatter.You'renot

supposedtokissanyofthem."Shekindasnapped."

Yes,OKIheardyou"Isaidpinningheragainstthe

wall."youdon'thavetobesojealousmyheartbeat"

Isaidlookingdownather"Howwouldyoufeellike

ifIbringmymalefriendsonourdiningtable"she

asked."Exactly!,Sopleasedon'tpatroniseme.Don't

tellmenottogetjealous,ohhshe'sharmlessandall

thatshit"Iimitatedhisvoice."Soyou'readmitting

thatyou'rejealous?"Iaskedchuckling."That'snot

thepoint,that'sjustoutofthequestion.Thatskinny

crapwasrudetome,shecalledmeugly.Likehell?"

Shesaidallangryagainst.Shewasexaggeratingthe

wholething.ToavoidfurtherarguingIkeptquietand

shekeptongoingonandon."Youlookcutewhen

you'rejealous"Isaidthenkissedherjusttoshush

her."Andthenshecallsmenormal?,Menormal?"



Shesaidpullingoutofthekiss."There'snothing

wrongwithbeingnormal"Isaid."Whowantstobe

normal,doyoualsothinkthatI'mnormal?"She

asked."FromwhereIamstanding...ahhaah.The

factthatyourhandsomehusbandbusytryingto

seduceyoutomybedandyou'restillstuckupon

whatthatsticksweetsaidprovesthatyou're

definitelynotnormal"Isaidkissingherneck."I'm

blabberingain'tI"sheaskedsighing."Mmhnot

exactly"Isaidfrowning."Andyouleftmetogetwet

intherain"shesaidslappingmeslightly."Whyare

yousoviolent"Iaskedholdingmycheek."BecauseI

can"shesaidlookingupme.Myfocuswasonher

plummywetboobsunderthevest."You'resucha

pervert"sheexclaimedafterseeingwheremyfocus

was."IthinkIpreferyoudrenchedbytherain"Isaid

lookingatherseductively."It'snotgoingtowork"

shesaidtryingtowalkawayfromme."Justa

quickie"Isaidholdingherwaist."Please"Ibegged,"

where"sheaskedpullingmeforahungrykissI

pickedherupandputheronthebonnetofthecar.

[6/3,18:52]Lynne:Page75



Cora'spov

.

Afterthatnaughtysessionwehadontopofthe

bonnetwewentupstairs.Petuniahelpedwiththe

groceries,salvatoreandiwentoutonadateandhe

personallydrovemetotheresidencyafterthat.

Havingcasualinsane,anticipatedsexintercourse

likethatwasoneofthethingsthatkeptour

relationshipsparklingandalwaysexciting.You'd

neverknowwhatwouldhappennext.Iwenttothe

hospitalandworked,gotacallfrommymomwho

wasstillinthedarkaboutmypregnancy.Andi

wasn'tplanningontellingheranytimesoon.Wehad

askedamandaandMichaelnottotellanybodyelse

untiligotpastmyfirsttrimester.Ididn'twanttojinx

things,ichosetojointhenearbyvirginactivegym

sinceiwassurelygoingtogetfat.Italkedtomy

gynecologistaboutandshesaiditwashealthyand

goodforthebabiesandmebutihadtotakethings

slow.Sinceiwasaphysicallyfitpersonishouldn't

bethatmuchofaproblem.Ithoughttomyself.So

thegymopenedat6am,iwasjustgoingtoexercise



for30minutesinthemorningthengobacktomy

apartmentandshowerthenrushtothehospital.And

thentakeanhourofexerciseintheevening.5days

aweekwasgoingtodomegood.Anywaysiwas

goingtostartonTuesdaymorningsinceitookthe

membershiponmonday.Salvatoreopeneda

trustfundforthetriplets,lorenzo'swasalready

runningsmoothly.HewasgoingtostartRRthe

followingyearsincehewasgoingtobeturning

4yearsold.Hewassoexciteduponhearingthe

news.Wehadeverythingplannedoutperfectly.

AndyeahSalvatorebeingSalvatoreendedupbeing

theonesupportingmyfamilyfinancially,hefound

outsomehow.Ididn'tliketheideaatfirstbutended

upgoingwiththefloor.

.

"andwhenwereyouplanningontellingmeabout

this?"Heaskedonthephone.Iwasstudyingonmy

desktable,wearingmyPJswhenireceivedhis

phonecall."ithoughtitoldyoutostopstalkingme.

Can'tawomenhavesomeprivacy,Geez!"



[6/3,18:53]Lynne:Iexclaimedrollingmyeyes."

don'tchangethetopichereCora,andI'mnot

stalkingyou.I'minDurbanremember?"Hesaid

firmly."whateveryoucallitSalvatore,stopcalling

mybodyguardsandaskingthemaboutmymoves.I

getthatyoupayforthem,butyouhavenoright.This

issofrustracting!"Isaidunbelievingly."you'reare

mypregnantwife,who'slifeisindanger.Howcan

youexpectmetojustsitbacknotknowingyour

whereabouts"hesaid."mylifeisindanger,this

hastostopandI'msickofallthesefourmen

followingmearoundlikeI'msomekingpinor

something"isaidstandingup."orthepresident's

wife,thefirstlady"hesaidgiggling."thisisnot

funny"isaidfirmly."ormaybesomequeen,how

aboutaprincess"hesaidlaughing,iendedup

laughing."I'mserioushere,don'tlaugh.We'restill

fighting"isaidgettingundercovers.Itwasalmost

22:30pm."wecanfightandstilllaugh.We're

extraordinarypeople"hesaid.Thentherewas

silence."seriouslythoughCora,cancelthat

membership.You'regoingtostrainyourselfandmy

threeinbornkids."Hesaid."they'renotkidsyet.And



no,I'mnotgoingtodothat.Thedoctersaidit's

perfectlyfineandgoodforthefourofus"i

protested."soyou'regoingtotakeherwordabove

mine?"Heasked."I'mgoingtodoexactlythat,Dr

Osborneisaprofessionalgynecologist.Sheknows

whatshe'sdoing,youdon'thavetoworryaboutthis

andyouandIaregoingtojoinyogaclassesfor

pregnantwomenwithinthreemonthssobrace

yourselfandstopcomplaining.Ihopeyouread

thosebooksiemailedyouaboutpregnancyand

infants"isaid."youdon'treallyexpectmetoread

allthese."Hesaidsighingheavily."stopwhining

andownuptoyourmistakes"isaid."whatmistakes

areyoutalkingabout?"Heasked."thesethreekids

inmytummy"isaidputtingmyhandonmytummy.

"thelastthingyouwannadoiscallmykids

mistakes.Don'tcallmykidsmistakesCora"hesaid

[6/3,18:53]Lynne:Soundingsoserious."youcan

relax,iwasjustkidding"isaidchuckling."welli

didn'tcatchthejoke"hesaidsocoldly."awh!,okay.I

won'tletyouruinmymoodthough"isaidtakinga

deepbreath."sorry,ijustdid-..."igetit,itwasabad



joke."Isaidcalmly."ididn'tmeantobesocold

though"hesaid."mmh"imurmured.Wetalkfora

fewmoreminutesandtheniwentsleep.Likeithad

becomemymorningnewroutine,iwokeupfeeling

nauseousandwentintothebathroomtopuke.I

woremyjoggingleggingsandvest,thensneakers.

Onsecondthoughtitookclothesandmytoiletries

tochange.Iwasgoingtochangeinthegymand

thengotothehospital.Igottherejustintime,

warmedupthenhitthetreadmill,showered,dressed

upthenwenttothehospital."goodmorningMrs

Logan"isaidpickingupthepatient'sinformation

boardwhichwashangingonthebed'send."notyou

again"shesaidlookingsofrustrated."good

morningMrsLogan,sorryI'mlate"DrFrancissaid

walkingin."great,you'rehere.Pleasegetthisintern

outofmywardandIwanttoseemybaby"shesaid.

Shegavebirththroughc-section.Herbabywasin

theincubator,asixmonthsoldinfant."letherjust

checktheprogressofyourstichesandshe'llbeout

ofhereinnotime"DrFrancissaid."justgreat"she

saidremovingthecovers.Icheckedherandranthe

detailsthroughDrFranciswhoconfirmedthem"the



nurseswillcomeandhelpyououtsothatyoucan

goandseeyourbaby"hesaid.,imademyreport"

havealovelydayMrsLogan"isaidsmiling"justgo"

hekindasnappedandthenwemovedontothenext

patient."shecanbesuchadramaqueen

sometimes"hesaidaswegotout."areyouo.k.?,

youseemtobefatigue"headded."I'mgreat,it's

justthatistartedatthegym.It'sbealongtime

sinceiexercised,plusihavetodealwithpatients

likeher.It'stiring"isaidsighingandfakingasmile

eventhoughhiscolognewasgivingmeaproblem

[6/3,18:54]Lynne:"igetit,inyourcondition.You're

boundtogetirrited"hesaid."inmycondition?.What

areyoutalkingabout?"Iaskedfrowning."you're

pregnantright?"Hesaidfrowning."no,I'mnot"i

saidfirmlywithastraightface."iknowforafact,

themoodswingsandrushingtothebathroomnow

andthen.You'vealsogainedalittlebitofweight.

Oddisn't"hesaid."howdidyou?...when,umhi

meanwhotoldyou?"Iaskedswallowingthehard

lumpinmythroat."I'magynecologist,remember?"



Hesaid."ibetothershavenoticedthechanges

too."Headded."youknowwhatthismeans

regardingyourscholarshipright?"Heasked."iknow

right...sinceyoualreadyknowthenithinkit'sonly

fairthatialsoletyouknowthatyourcologneis

suffocatingme"isaidsighingheavily."owh,ididn't

knowthat"hesaidkindaembarrassedandshocked.

"yeah."Isaidthenwalkedaway.Gettingpregnant

haditdisadvantages.Iwassurelygoingtolosemy

scholarship.Ithadit'stermsandconditionsand

gettingpregnantwaswayout.Anywaysifinishedup

andpassedbythegymwhichclosedateight.Ittook

me10minutestogetthere.Soiexercisedforabout

40minutesthenwentbacktotheresidencysotired.

Iwenttobedassoonasigotthere,noshowering.I

wasgoingtowakeuplater,showerandarrangemy

reportsintoorder.Accordingtothemodulestheyfell

under.Eachandeverytermwehadtosubmitthe

reportsbacktotheuniversityalongwiththe

supervisorscomments.Ihadtoarrangemyfiles

accordingly.

.



Itwasyetanotherday,imadeittothegymafew

minuteslate.Mymuscleswerestrainedbutnotthat

much."whenyoualreadyhaveahotbody.Whatare

youdoinghere"someladyaskedme.Takingthe5kg

liftingsteel,"excuseme?"Isaidfrowning."imean,

youlookperfect.Yourhaveabodytodiefor,you'rea

perfectslenderwoman,ithoughtgymwasfor

chubbypeoplelikeus"shesaid."ohh,thanksfor

thekindcompliment.Butifyou...

[6/3,18:55]Lynne:mustknow.Whitepeopledon't

considerthisslender"isaidsmilingather.She

lookedlovely,oneofthosepeopleyoujustlikeat

firstsite."letmeguess,you'redatingawhiteman?"

Shesaid."notexactly,igetconfusedtoo

sometimes.Ikindaforgetthathe'scoloured"isaid

stillconfused."youseemconfusedaswespeak."

Shesaidchuckling."itsconfusingreally"isaid

giggling."it'seitheryou'reblack,brown,colouredor

white.There'snothingtobeconfusedabout"she

saidchuckling."you'reonlysayingthatbecauseyou

haven'tseenmyhusband"isaidsmilingsostupidly.

"ohh,you'remarriedtoo.Howoldareyouagain?"



Sheasked,soshocked."oldenough"isaidsmiling.

"sorryforbeingsoforward.It'sjustthatyoulookso

young.Ithoughtyouwere17orsomething.Youlook

likemylittlesister'sagemate.She'sdoing

matriculationthisyear"shesaidchuckling."ohh,I'm

prettymucholderthenthat.Andnowimustget

going"isaidcheckingtimeonmywristwatch."nice

toseeyou"isaidwalkingtothebathrooms.Itooka

quickshower,ThankGodIhadplaitedmyhairsoi

justmoisturizedmybodythendressedup.Nomake

up.Mybodyguardsgotmethehospitaljustintime.

.

"Mom"iansweredmyphonesmiling.Wehadn't

talkedinawhile."whenwereyouplanningontelling

meaboutmygrandchildren"shesaidsoundingso

serious."what?Whatareyoutalkingabout.What

grandchildren?"Iaskedfrowning."theonesthatare

inyoutummy,youdumbass"shesaid."theones

that...whoa,whotoldyouaboutthis"iaskedblinking

afewtimes."itdoesn'tmatterwhotoldme,what

mattersisthefactthatyouhidsuchgreatnews

fromyourownmother."shesaidsoundingsohurt."



sorrymom,ijustdidn'twanttojinxthings.It'sa

miraclehowigotpregnant.Iwanttotakethings

slowuntilireachthepregnancymatures"isaid

sighing.Thereceptionistsignalledformetowalkup

toherasiwaspassingby."don'ttellme

[6/3,18:55]Lynne:meyoubelieveintheseblack

people'sbadohmensandstuff"shesaid."

unfortunatelyido,anddon'tforgetthatI'mhalfZulu.

Andyou'remarriedtoone"isaidchuckling."this

cameinforyou"thereceptionistsaid.Itwasa

brownbagalongwithabunchoftulips.Whichhada

notewritten"ihopeyou'vebeenfeedingthree

marketeers.".Ismiledtomyself,"hello,Cora.Did

youhearwhatihadjustasked."Momsaidonthe

phone.Iwasbusydaydreaming."thankyou"i

murmuredtothereceptionist."sorrymom,ijustgot

disturbedbysomeofmypatient"isaidtakingthe

brownbagalongwiththeflowers."anyways,i

askedyou...whenareyoutakingaleave?"Sheasked

again."mother,I'mstillastudentnotadoctor.

UndernocircumstancesamIallowedtotakea

leave."Isaidgiggling."youwanttostrainmy



grandchildrenCora.Salvatoretoldmethatyou

forcefullyjoinedthegym"shesaidsoundingso

worried."Salvatoresaidthat,andnowiknowthat

he'stheonewhotoldyouaboutmypregnancy.You

triedtocoverupforhimbutyou'rejustaqueenof

blabbermom"isaidsoundingseriousbutlaughing

inside."didisaySalvatore.Itmusthavebeaslipof

mytongue.Forgetthatievensaidthat.Thelasttime

Isawhimwasmonthsago"shesaidStutteringall

thewaytotheendpoint."andnowiknowforafact

thathewasthere"isaid."okay,right.Yougotme

butpleasedon'ttellhimitoldyouthat.Hetoldme

thatyouagreedonlettingusknowafterthefirst

trimesterisfinished."Shesaid."youdidn'texactly

tellmesopleasedon'taskmeofanything.Iguess

hewasdyingtotellsomeone.Andhisstupiditylet

himchooseyou"isaidgiggling."heydon'tcallmy

soninlawstupidandwhat'swrongwithme"she

saiddefensivly."youhaveablabberingmouth

mother"isaidlaughingwhilesittingdowninthe

cafeteria."I'mstillyourmotherCorasomindyour

tongue"shesaidwarningly."okaysorrybutyou

knowit'strue"isaid



[6/3,18:55]Lynne:"youandIknowthatyoublabber

alittlebittoomuch"isaidlaughingwhilegettingthe

takeawayoutoftgebrownbag.Itwasseafoodand

icecream."you'resuchadisrespectfulgirlCora.If

youwerehereI'dsmackyou"shesaid."andnow

you'restartingtosoundlikedad"isaidlaughing."

ohhforgetaboutyourfather,domeafavoranddon't

troublemysoninlwaw.He'ssuchakindsoul.He

boughtusalotofgroceries,paidthecar's

installment"shesaid."hedid?"Iaskedsuprised."

lookatmeblabberingagain"shesaidchuckling.

Wetalkedforashortwhilebeforehangingup.I

calledupSalvatore."didyougetyourlunch

delivery?"Heaskedfirst."hellotoyoutoo,how

sweetofmybigmouthofahusbandtosendme

lunch"isaid sarcastically."really?Aftersending

youlunchthisishowyouthankme?"Heasked

sighingheavily."orshouldIsayblabbering

husband?"Isaidgiggling."you'rebeing

disrespectfulnow,igetthatyou'repregnantbutthat

won'tstopmefromfuckingyouuntilyoupassout"

hesaid."isthatathreatbecauseifitisthenI'dlike

toseeyoutry"isaiddaringlybutsmiling."anyways



ijustwantedtoconfirmifthelunchwasfromyou.

Nowthatiknowithinkishouldalsoletyouknow

thatiknowwhatyoutoldmymother"isaideating

myfood."well,i,iisthatwhyyou'recalling

blabberinghusband?"Heaskedafterstuttering,

tryingtodivertthetopic."wehadanagreement,

youandI.Didn'twe?"Iasked."wedidbutyour

motheraskedmehowyouweresoitoldher

everything"hesaidthatreallymademechuckle."

letmeguess,shemusthaveasked'howisCora'

andyouwerelike'she'sperfectlyfinema'am.She

gainingalotofweightlately.Youknowwhy?,

becauseshe'sbeeneatinglikeahippopotamus.Do

youknowwhatthatmeans,itmeansthatibursted

threeofheregg.She'spregnantma'am"isaid

sarcasticallywhileimitatingtheirvoices."almost

gotusbutnotexactly."Hesaid

[6/3,18:56]Lynne:"You'resopregnantandhilarious"

headded.Hewasgettingsarcasticwithme."mxm,

you'resodead"isaidthroughgrittedteeth."you

startedthis"hesaidlaughing."fuckyou"isaid."

ohhican'twait.Inbedoronthecouch?"Heasked.



"you'resuchajerk"isaidunbelievably."iloveyou

toobutnowigottago.I'minameeting"hesaid

thenhungup."iloveyoutoojerkass"isaidto

myselfwhilesmiling.Anywaysiworkedfortherest

ifthelefthoursthenhitthegymlateron.

.

"wemeetagain"theladyfromearlieronsaidjoining

meonthetreadmill.Thegymhadafewpeople."

ohh,it'syouagain"isaidstartled.Iwassosweaty

fromalltherunning.Ipressedthebuttonstoslow

downthespeedofthetreadmill.Whileshestarted

hers."mynameisEllenbytheway,I'mnewintown.

I'vejustmovedinwithmybrother"shesaid."ohh

nicetomeetyouagainEllen.I'mCora"isaidsmiling.

"sowhatmadeyoudecidetojointhegym,youtoo

lookfine"isaid."that'ssoniceofyou.Iguessi

wanttoscoremyselfaraceconfusinghusbandjust

likeyou"shesaid."mmh,rarebrids"isaidchuckling.

Wetalkedforafewminutes..."hey,waitup.Who

aretheseguys"sheaskedfollowingmeasiwas

exiting.Iwasinbetweenmybodyguards."it'sokay

guys"isaidtothem,theygaveusalittlebitofspace.



Wetooktheelevatortotheundergroundparking.It

wasjustthesixofusinthere."youhavefour

bodyguards.Whoareyou?"Sheasked."nobody"i

saidshrugging."nowI'mevenmorecurioustosee

yourhusband"shesaid."maybeweshouldgoout

sometimes"shesaid."thatwouldbenicebutiam

alwaysbusy,ihopeyouunderstand."Isaidaswe

gotofftheelevator."ohh,youworkduring

weekendstoo"sheasked."ispendmyweekends

withmysonandhusbandoratchurch"isaid."we

couldgotochurchtogether"sgesaid."surewhy

not,goodnightEllen"isaidgettinginthecar.She

wavedgoodbye.

[6/3,18:56]Lynne:Itookalongwarm showeras

soonagotintointomyapartment.Gotoutand

wrappedatowelaroundmybodybodythenputon

mygown.Isearchedformypurse."heyiwas

wonderingifoneofyoucoulddrivetothenearby

nandosdrivethroughtobuywithafullchicken,mild

withgreensaladandbunnies.I'mreallystarving"i

saidafteropeningthedoor."yesma'amdumisani

saidtakingthe200randnote."thank,ireally



appreciateit.Alsogetyourselvessomethingtoeat,

youmustbehungry"isaidbeforeclosingthedoor.I

moisturizedmybodythendressedup.Mytummy

startedrumbling,ithoughtofhavingcornflakesbut

justtheideaofthemupsetmytummy.15minutes

laterdumisanicamebackwithmychicken.Iateup

likeI'vebeenstarvingfordays.Iworkedonmy

reportsthenwenttosleep.Around23pm.Justwhen

iwasfallingasleepigotwokenupbytheknockon

mydoor."whoisit"iaskedwalkingtowardsitwhile

yawning."it'syourotherhalf"hesaid."Salvatore?"

Iaskedopeningthedoor.Heattackedmewitha

kisswhiletryingtoundressme."mmhwait...where

arethey"iaskedreferringtothebodyguardswho

werenolongatthedoor."isentthemhome.They'll

beherebytomorrowmorning.Rightnowweshould

justgetnaked"hesaidscoopingmeupand

throwingmeonthebedwhiletakingoffhisclothes.

.

Goodnightpeople.Untiltomorrow,piecesarethe

onlywaytotheendpointofourstory

[6/3,18:56]Lynne:Page76



Cora'spov

.

Iwokeuparound5:40,washedmyfaceandbrushed

myteeth,iworemygymtracksuitandsneakers."

hey"isaidstandingoversalvatore'sheadwhile

pattinghischest.Heopenedhishazelblueeyes."

hey,I'mleaving.I'llseeyouonFriday"isaidsmiling.

Helookedsogorgeousandsleepyandconfused."

soearly"hesaidfrowning."thegym,remember?"I

saidsmiling."you'renotgoingtoquit,areyou?"He

asked.Isighedandsetontheedgeofthebed."how

aboutwegoforacheckupaftertwoweeksjustto

makesurethatmyexercisingdoesn'taffectthekids.

Thatwayyou'llfeelatease"isaid,myeyesdarting

betweenhis."itmightbetoolatebythen,we're

goingtothedoctorthisSunday."Hesaidsittingup

straight."okaythen,I'llseeyouonFridaynight.I

loveyou,bye"isaidstandingup.Hepulledmeover

forakiss."iloveyou,I'llseeyoulater"hesaid,i

frownedabitbutsmiledanyways.Itookmybags

andexitedtheroom.Ifoundmybodyguards

standingoutsidetheroom."goodmorningma'am"



theysaidinunison."goodmorningguys"isaid.

Theyhelpedmewithmybags.

.

"Ellen,you'reearlytoday"isaidaswewalkedinto

thegymtogether."whatcanisay,igetthe

motivationfromyou"shesaidshrugging."areyou

alwaysthisnice?"iaskedchuckling."itakeaftermy

brother"shesaidsmiling."hemustbeanice

person"isaidridingonthetricyclemachine.She

tookanotheronenexttome."he'sthenicestperson

I'veeverknow,youguysshouldmeetsometimes"

shesaidsmiling."aahaah,idon'tthinkmyhusband

wouldbepleasedaboutthat"isaidshakingmyhead.

"he'stheoverzealoustype?"Sheasked."let'sjust

sayhe'salittlebitoverprotective.Asyoucansee"i

saidlookingatmybodyguards,ridingthetricycle

machine."hesoundsbossyoralittlebitof

obsessive"shecommented."he'snothinglikethat,

he'ssuchasweetheart.Wellwhenitcomestome"i

said

[6/3,18:57]Lynne:"youlovehimdon'tyou"shesaid

chuckling."I'mcrazyabouthim"isaidsmilingat



thethoughtofhim."ican'twaittoseethis

overzealousguy"shesaid."so...tellmemoreabout

you.Whatdoyoudoforaliving.Howoldareyou.

Whereareyoufrom"iasked."wellasyouknow,I'm

Ellen.EllenFrancisbytheway,I'vejustturned24and

graduatedfromtheuniversityofKZNandI'ma

gradeRteather.Myfamilylivesindurban.That'sit"

shesaidthenshruggedhershoulders."wow,

soundsinteresting.Movingfromonecityisto

anotherissuchabigstep.Weren'tthereany

vacanciesinDurban?Ormaybeyou'rerunningaway

fromsomething"Iaskedeyebrowsraisedup.Iwas

startingtosweatup."ithinkyoualreadyknowthe

answertothat.I'llleavenow,igottastop

somewherebeforegoingtowork"shesaidstepping

offthemachine."Ellen,youhaven'tdoneanything

yet.Didiupsetyou.I'msorry"isaidbutshejust

ignoredmeandwentout."whatwasthatabout?"I

askedmyselffrowning.Anywaysicontinuedwithmy

exercisingthenfreshenedupandwenttothe

hospital.

.



"MrsSalvatorepleasereporttothereception.

There'sanemergency"mynamewascalledonthe

intercom.Ihurriedtothereception."youcalledfor

me"isaidtothereceptionistasiwaswalking

towardshim."yourhusbandishere"shesaid

lookingtowardsthecouches,iturnedmyattention

there."Joaquin,whatareyoudoinghere?"Iasked

ashewaswalkingtowardsme."I'mtakingyouout

forlunch.Youhaven'thadyoubreakfast,yourlunch

breakstarted10minutesago"hesaid."I'mstillfine,

I'mnothungry."Isaidsmiling."let'sgobeforei

carryyouthere"hesaidseriously."letmegoand

getmybagthen"isaidalreadywalkingtowardsthe

lockerroom.Itookmybagthenwalkedbacktohim.

Hetookmetoothetherestuarentacrossthestreet

andweorderedlunch."letmeguessyoucallmy

bodyguardsandtheytoldyouthatihaven'thad

anythingtoeat"

[6/3,18:57]Lynne:Iaskedfoldingmyarmsand

leaningbackasthewaitresswascollectingthe

menus."don'tgivemethatlook,you'resupposed

tobeeatingatleastthreetimesadayCorabutyou



onlyeatonce.ButworrynotbecauseI'vepaid

restaurantparadisètodeliveryourdailymeals.Ipaid

forthenext10monthsinadvance.You'regoingto

eatthreetimeadayandI'mgoingtomakesureof

that.Ififailthenmynamewouldnotbealonzo

JoaquinSalvatore"hesaidfirmlyandsoserious."

yougottabekiddingme,that'stoo-..."iexclaimed."

you'regoodatcomplainingoneofthesedays"he

saidangrily.Ikeptquiteforawhileandthencleared

upmythroatbeforetalking."lookI'msorryihaven't

beeneatingwelllatelybutthat'sextreme.Ipromise

tohavemybreakfast,lunchanddinnerontimefrom

nowon.Ipromise"isaid."ifyouwantmeto

upgradetogettingyouyourpersonalcooktheni

will"hesaidglaringatme."deliverywillbefine"i

saidfastlyandjumpy."what'swrongwithyouCora.

What'ssohardaboutwhatidid.Allyouhavetodois

justeat.AllI'maskingofyouistojusteat,isthatso

hardtodo?"Heaskedlookingatmelikeiwassome

troublesomepersonorsomething,idon'tknowbuti

feltlikethat."itwouldbesogoodtodosomeofthe

thingsformyself.Whatifidon'tlikethemealthey'd

deliverorifI'mnothungry"imurmured."thisisnot



aboutyouandyourindependenceonly.Myunborn

childrenarealsoatstake.Sinceyou'refailingtotake

careofyourselfthenI'mforcedtostepup"hesaid."

canwenotargueaboutthisanymore.Ihateitwhen

you'recrossedatme"isaidsoftly."welldon'tmake

me"hesaidshortly.Hewasn'tgonnabudgeanytime

soon.Wehadourbreakfastinsilence.Hewas

watchingmyeverymovelikeahawk,ifeltlikealittle

kid..."ididn'tmeantoupsetyou"hesaidaswewere

crossingthestreetgoingbacktothehospital."ijust

getworried,whydoyouhateeatingsomuch...

[6/3,18:57]Lynne:You'restillthesameasfrom4

yearsago.Youusedtoeatsandwichesforthewhole

day.No,atleasttwiceaday"hesaidsighing."that's

becauseididn'tknowhowtocook,thesedaysitjust

slipsmyminduntilI'mstarving"isaidsmilingand

holdinghisarmwhileiputmyheadonhisshoulder.

"you'recrazy,whoforgetstoeat"hesaidchuckling.

"I'moddiknow,ipromisetoeatontimeasfrom

todayyoudon'thavetostress."isaidseriously."I'm

holdingyoutothat"hesaid."andnowigottago

backtotheoffice"hesaidstoppingonherfeet.We



wereintheundergroundparking.Thebodyguards

werefollowingus,"notnow.Let'staketheelevator

upstairsandthenyoucanleave"isaidholdingon

tighttohisarm.Ididn'tfeellikelettinghimgo."okay

okay,youdon'thaveyoubreakmyarm"hesaid,ilet

looseofhisarmabit."doyoualwayssmellsogood

"iaskedsnugglingclosertohisbroadchest."we're

nottheonlyonesinthiselevator"hewhisperedinto

myear.Igiggled.Myeyeswereclosed,Iwasholding

ontohisweist.Myarmsunderhissuitjacket."we're

arehere"hesaidassoonastheelevatoropened."

mydeskisthisway,comeandsee"isaidlookingup

athim."ihaveameetingwithin50minutes"hesaid

lookingathiswristwatchthenbackdownatme."

prettyplease"isaidgivinghimmypuppyeyes."

you'regettingimpossiblerightnow.Yougotfive5

minutes"hesaidgettingoutandiwasstillholding

ontohim.Helefttenminuteslater,oneminuteI'm

angryathimandthenthenextI'mallclingy.

.

Ipassedbythegymafterwork.Itookatreadmill

whileplayingmusiconmyipod.Ididn'tseeEllen



thatnight,tomyapartment.Tookashowerthen

workedonmyfilesagain.Thetherewasaknockon

thedoor."who'sit"iaskedsighingheavily."there's

adeliveryforyouma'am"samiansaidfromthe

outside."bringitin"isaid.Hewalkedinwitha

brownbag."thanks"isaidtalkingit.Itwasmy

dinner.

[6/3,18:58]Lynne:Itwasthesameoldroutineon

fridaytoo.Igrabbedthreeofmybags,myhandbag,

laptop,andgymbagwithmyclothestochangeand

toiletries.NositeofEllenonceagain,iwasstarting

tothinkthatshewasimaginaryandiwasgoing

crazy.Anywaysifocusedonmyexercising,

freshnedupthenwenttothehospital.Therewasn't

thatmuchtodo,wehelpedonepatientgivebirth.

Welliwasn'tdoingthatmuchbutiwaspartofthe

teamthathelpedher.Afterthatiwenttothe

cafeteriaanddealtwithmyfiles."heyCora,what

happenedtousbeingyourbitches."Iheardalotof

commotion,ilookedbehingldmeandmyfriends

wereapproachingme.Allhelllotofthem.Istoodup,

eyespoopedout,"takeyourbagswearesotaking



youout"priyasaidpackingmyfilesinmylaptopbag

alongwithit."hey!Whatareyouguysdoing.I'mstill

busyhere"isaidprotesting.Alotofpeoplewere

lookingatus."we'renotaskingyouCora!"Divya

saidastheyweredraggingmeoutforcefully."

what'sgoingonhere,areyouguysdrunk"iasked

pullingoutoftheygrips."youareinnopositionto

getchickywithus.You'resuchalie"Kevin'ssiwe

said.Amandaandesihlewerequiet."what'sallthis,

whatareyoutalkingabout?"Iaskedfrowning."

bitchwhydidn'tyoutellusthatyou'llbehavethree

marketeersruiningaroundthehouse"sandile'ssiwe

said."wheredidyougetthatkindofinformation

from?"Iaskedfrowningandfoldingmyarms.They

alllookedatAmanda."Amanda!,youpromised"i

exclaimedunbelievably."andididkeepmypromise

untiltheycaughtmetalkingwithmyhusband.

Believemeidid,theywereeavesdropping"shesaid

figgitatingwithherfingers."you'resuchatraitor"i

huffedangrily."I'msorry"shesaidshruggingher

shoulders"ireallycan'tbelievethis,soyouguys

werereallygoingtocontinuehidingthisfromus"

priyaaskedfoldingherarms.Wewereinthe



elevatorgoingdown.Isighedthendrewinadeep

breath.

[6/3,18:58]Lynne:Itookadeepbreath,"lookguysi

wasgoingtotellyou.Wewereplanningtoletyouall

knowaftermyfirsttrimester.Youknowthat

pregnancycomeswithitcomplications.Ididn'twant

torushthingsonlytobedisappointedintheend.

Evenamandawasn'tsupposedtoknow-..."cora!"

Sheexclaimed."what,I'mbeinghonesthere"isaid

lookingather."ithoughtyouweremybestfriend"

shesaidsoundingsochildish."you'reallmybest

friends"isaid."butyouhidsuchathingfromus"

Divyasaid."I'veexplainedittoyoualready.You

weregoingtofindoutjustlikeeverybodyelseclose

tomyheart"ihuffed."youhavehyperhormones.

Whyareyougettingsofurious.Weshouldbethe

onesfuminghere"esihlesaid."I'msuffocatingin

here"isaidgettingoutoftheelevatorasitopened."

dothesemanhavetofollowyoueverywhereyougo"

siwesasked."eachandeveryoneofthemhasgot

manfollowingthemarounf.It'sjustthattheydon't

knowaboutit"isaidpointingatthewives."no,i



don't"Amandaprotested.Theotherthreekeptquiet.

"michealwouldn'tdothattome"shesaid

processingtgewholethinginherhead."I'mgoingto

killsomeonetoday"shesaidtakingoutherphone

uponrealisingthateverybodywasavoidinghergaze.

"michealwhatrubbishisthis"shesaidtalkingon

thephone.Weleftherbehindwhileshescreamed.

Thatgotmelaughingabit."it'sgoodtoknowthat

I'mnottheonlyonewhogetsfrustratedtonothave

someprivacy.Apersoncan'tevencheat.It'sso

irritating"siweksaidmakingmelaughevenmoreas

wewerecrossingthestreet."iwantedtosaythatto.

It'slikeyoureadmymind.Wellexceptforthe'

cheatingpart'.Salvatorewouldstranglemetodeath"

isaidlaughing.Wewerealllaughing,"iwonderifT

hassomecreepybodyguardsfollowingmearound

becauseifheistheallhellwillbreaklose.Youdon't

messwithaDlaminiwomeandgetawaywithit"

esihlesaidthinkingoutloud.

[6/3,18:59]Lynne:Shewassodeepinherthought

thatshedidn'tnoticeusstaringather."whydon't

youcallhimandaskhimgirlfriend?"Iasked



chuckling."no,ipreferlookingintothosetinyeyes

ofhiswhileipullhislonghair."Shesaidandyou

couldtellthatshehadaperfectpictureofwhatshe

meant.Ilaughedevenmore."youguysgotme

angrybutyoujustmademydullday"isaidchuckling.

Weenteredintotherestuarent."unbelievably,Mike

justhunguponme"amandasaidsittingdown.They

weresoloudthatwegotourselvessomeattention."

andwenaCora.Howlonghaveyouknowabout

this"Amandaasked."dropthezululanguagedude.

Itain'tcool"siwessaid."it'screepyandweird"divya

added."ngikhulumanaweCora"shesaidangrily

andonpurpose.Nowinoticedtheadvantagesof

datingthatblackjackwhotookhervirginitythenran

away.Thereshewasallwhitebutspeakingmy

homelanguagewhileikindastruggled.Well

struggledalittlebitmore.Shelookedlikesome

badasschickfromamovie."iwouldn'tsayiknew

exactly.Iwasjustguessing"isaid,twistedthetruth

alittlebit."youknowthatiknowwhenyoulieand

youknowthatiknowtoo"shesaidfastly."damn

that'sahelllotofknows"esihlesaid,wealllaughed

onceagain."thisisnotalaughingmatterguys.



Michealhasbeenlyingtomeforthepastthreeyear.

Whatificheatedonhim,thatmanwouldhavecut

mythroatinmysleep...ithinkishouldgotochurch

andthankGodforsavingmylifecountlesstimes.Do

youknowhowmanytimesI'velookedatsomemore

hotguysthanhim.Heknowseverythingido,whatif

igaveintomytemptations"Shesaidseriouslybut

funny.Shewassuperstressedandangry."Relaxit

happenstoallofus,everybodygetstempted

sometimes.It'snormal"Divyasaidpattingherback.

"exceptforSalvatore'swife"isaidraisingmyhand."

I'mtryingtoconsolemandyhere.ShutupCoh"Divya

huffed."andstoplying,therearemorehotguys..

[6/3,18:59]Lynne:Outtherethensalvatore.I'msure

you'velooked.It'sjustthatyouaredeniedtotouch"

sheadded."iswearonmymother'sgraveihaven't

seenaguyhotterthanmyhusband.SureI'velooked

butnah,they'rethatappetising.MaybelateronI'll

getthatfeeling."Isaidsolemnly."you'resuchalier

Cora"siwesaid."I'mnotlying.Forreally"isaid

smiling."she'stellingthetruth"Amandasaid."

Evenifyoubackherup.Istilldon'tbelieveher.Let



mecallthewaitress.I'mstarving,theserviceisso

poorhere.Whyvele"siwesaid.

.

"sowhenisthebabyshower"siweasked."before

thatguys.Igotsomethingtotellyou"esihlesaid

lookingdownatherburger."whodiednow,whythe

seriousface"Amandaasked."pleasedon'tjudge

me.I'vebeenholdingthisinforalongtimenow.I

don'tknowhowyou'regoingtotakeit-..."spititout

already,you'rescaringme"isaidimpatiently."I'm

pregnant"shesaidfastlyleavingisallinanawe."

whao,isitmeorthisdayisjustgettingworse.Isit'

tellthethruthday'?"Amandaasked."shutup

Amanda"allofussaidinunison.Esihleseemed

saidandstreesed."doesn'tyourfamilyknow?.Your

brothers?,yourmother?"Iaskedholdingherhand."

that'sthething,ihaven'ttoldthemyet.Theydon't

know,I'mafraidtotellthem.Momwouldbeso

angry.

[6/3,18:59]Lynne:ShestillthinksthatI'mavirgin.I

don'twanttodisappointher.Wehadagreatlifeplan

forme.Itwaskidsaftermarriage,iwasnever



interestedinguysuntiltiaxiangcamealong."She

saidthenstartedcrying."calmdown,justtellthem.

I'msurethey'llunderstand"isaid."youdon't

understandmymotherCora.Thatwomanwillkill

me"shekindasnapped."sorry"shesaidtakinga

deepbreath."esihle,you'reagrownupwoman.I'm

sureyourmomwouldunderstand.Shedoesn'tseem

thatscary"priyasaid."youdon'tknowmymother

guys.Shedetectsmyeverymove.She'smorethan

justmeettheeye.She'ssocontrollingandbitter.

Shewon't,shewon'tunderstand."Shesaidgetting

allemotionalagain."youandtiaxiangloveeach.

Whydon'tyoujustgetmarriedandthentellyour

family"isuggested."yeah,thatsoundslikeagood

idea"Amandaadded."tiaxiangdoesn'tbelieveor

wanttogetmarried"shesaidsighingheavily."

ohhhthat's,that'ssoselfishrightthere.Ithinkyou're

toosoftonhim.Tomorrowmorningwe'reganging

uponhim.Ididn'tknowthathewassuchanarse"

siweksaidfuming."youwon'tunderstand....hehas

hisshareofproblemstoo,itshassomethingtodo

withhispast.Besidesthatidon'twanttoforcehim

tomarryme"shesaid."Salvatoreandiareplanning



onhavingafamilyreunion.Ithinkyoushouldburst

thebubblyrightthere.Yourmotherwon'thavethe

gutstolashoutonyouthen."Isaidfastly."whatif

shekicksmeoutofthehouse"shesaidthinkingout

loud."thenyoucangoandlivewithyourboyfriend.

Problemsolved"sowessaid."motherinlawwon't

behappyaboutthis."Siwesblabblered."idon't

believeincohabitation.Idon'twanttolivewitha

menbeforemarriage"shesaid."relaxesihle.You'll

getyourselfanapartmentorsomething.Youhave

brotherstoo.Youcangoandlivewiththem."Divya

said."thismatterissettled.Let'swaittillthe

reunion"isaidsmilingather.

[6/3,18:59]Lynne:"istillgottwoquestionthough.

Beforeweclosethetopic,doestiaxiangknowthat

you'repregnantandhowfarareyou?"Iaskedasour

ordercameback."heknows,webothknow.Hewas

sothrilledwhenhefoundout,somehowheknew

beforeidid.Butiwasn't,icriedmyselftosleepfor

thewholefirsttwomonths.Iwassofrustrated...I'm

5monthspregnant"shesaidchucklingabit.Itwasa

sadchuckle."whoaandyourtummylooksthat



small?"Amandaaskedastonished."that'sbecause

iusethreecorsetstoholdittight.I'vewreckedup

mywardrobe.Iwearlosedressesifyou'venoticed"

shesaidlookingatthefashiondisasterofadress

shewaswearing."tiaxianghasbeensupportingme

inhidingthepregnancy."Shesaidgiggling.We

consoledher,untilshestartedgettingbetter.Wei

leftthemtherebecauseihadtogetbacktothe

hospital.

.

"hi"someonesaidtapingmyshoulders.Iwaslifting

the5kgsteel."Ellen,ithoughtyoudied"isaid

smiling.Shesetdownsoserious."unfortunately

I'mstillalive"shesaidsittingdownonthebench."

look,iwantedtoapologiseforthewayibehavedthe

otherday"shesaid."sure,it'snobiggie"isaid

casually.Wefocusedonexercisingforawhile."

actuallyiamrunningawayfrommyabusivebaby

dad"shesaidoutofnowhere."ohhh"iexclaimed."

heusedtobeatmeuptothepulpandI'dgetbackto

himwheneverhe'dapologise.He'salittlebitolder

thenme,myparentsdisowenedme.Theygotfedup



onconstantlyvisitingthehospitalbecauseofme.

Mylittlesisterwouldcomeandseemeinsecret.

Thistimeicouldn'ttakeitanymore.Ihadasecond

miscarriagebecauseofhimbutiknowthatifhe'd

comeandapologisethenthat'dbeit.I'dforgivehim

andwe'dgetbacktogether.Withthehopethat

thingswouldbedifferent.Hebecomesasaintfor

thefirsttwofourweeksandthentheabusebegins

alloveragain.Ihaveametalsteelsupportingmy

spinalcordbecauseofhim...

[6/3,19:00]Lynne:Ijustcan'tstoplovinghim.It's

likeI'vestartedenjoyinghisabusiveways.Kendra

wouldbewatchinginthecorneroftheroomashe

hitmeuntilipassout.Mylittlegirl'svoicewould

keptonechoinginmyheaduntilican'thear

anymore.Mybrother,Ettorekepttellingmetoget

out.EverytimeI'dcallhimcryinghe'dkeepingsaying

thesamething.'GetoutEllie,getout.Youdeserve

morebetterthanthatbastard.'He'dsay....hemade

mebelievethatiwasworstless.Justafatcheating

uselesswomen.Heaccusedmeofsleepingwithmy

lectures,sometimeshe'dbringwomeninourhome.



Alldrunkandwasted.Thistimehedidsomething

thattoremeapart.Heendeduphittingmydaughter

intheprocess.iwantedtogetoutformydaughter,

she'sgoingthroughdepressionaswespeak.She

usedtobesobubblyandlively,we'vejustcame

fromapsychiatrist.Sheandi,I'velostherinnocent

smile"shesaidtearsstreamingdownherface.Ihad

stoppedexercisingalongtimeago."whyhaven't

youarrestedhimyet?"Iasked.Iwasinthevergeof

tearsmyself."idid.I'vedonesoforthepast6years

butiendupbailinghimoutorwithdrawingthe

complaint"shesaid."don'tyouthinkhe'sgoingto

comelookingforyou.Whathappensifhefindsyou"

iaskedputtingmyarmaroundher."iguessthat'd

bejustit.Theendofme,thelasttimeitriedtorun

awaywithhisdaughtermyspinalcordgotcroaked."

shesaidshrugginglikealampreadytobesacrificed.

"whyareyoutellingmethisellen?"Iasked."Idon't

know,youseemeasytotalktoo.Ijustfeltlikeit,i

wantedsomeonenormaltotalktobesidesmy

psychoanalysingshrink.Youseemlikeagood

listener"shesaidchucklingabit."howoldis

kendra?"Iaskedsmiling."sherecentlyturned6



yearsold"shesaidwithabroadsmile."Kendra,it

soundslikeyougotonehellofabeautifuldaughter.I

canalreadyimagineher"isaidsmiling."whydon't

youputaprotectionorderagainsthim?"...

[6/3,19:00]Lynne:Iasked."idon'twanthimto

knowaboutmywhereabouts.Idon'twanttohaveto

fightforkendra'scustodyCora"shekindofsnapped.

"shhh...it'sokayiunderstand"isaidcalmyandsoftly.

"thegymisabouttoclose,howaboutwemeet

sometimetomorrow.Let'ssaymaybehavelunch.

YoucanbringKendraalong,I'llbringmythreeyear

oldson."Isuggestedasthegymwasclosing."you

haveason?"Sheaskedaswewerestandingup."

yep,ihaveathreeyearoldhandsomerascal.And

threemoreontheway."Isaidwipingoffthesweat."

wow,iwouldn'thaveguessed."Shesaidsmiling."let

megiveyoumycontactnumbers"isaid.She

searchedforherphoneonherseeminglymessybag

thentypedandsaveditthere.Wepartedways.I

passedbymyapartment,ihadafewstaffiwanted

totakehomewith.

.



Bythetimeigothomemostofthelightsinthe

housewereswitchedoff.Putinthecodethengotin.

Iputmybagsonthecouchandwentstraight

upstairswithmyhandbag.IfoundSalvatoreonhis

laptop,rightinbed."hey"isaidwalkingtowardsthe

closet.Itookoutmyphoneandchargerthen

chargedit.Putitonmylanpstand."hi,areyouokay"

heaskedwalkingtowardsme."yeah,I'mgood.

Justtired,letmegoandtakeashower"isaid

turningaroundtofacehim.Hekissedmyforehead.

"I'llwarmupyourdinnerinthemeantime"hesaid

smilingdownatme.Igavehimafaintsmile."

thanks"isaidthenwalkedintothebathroom.Itook

offmyclothesthengotintotheshower.Woremy

showercapthenwashedmywholebody.Igotout

15minuteslater.Ellen'sstorykeptrunningintomy

head.Apartofitremindedmeofmychildhood,i

couldimaginewhatkendramust'vebeengoing

through.Howthewholethingwasgoingtohavea

markonherwholelife,theangerandtrustissues.I

wipedmybodywhilelookingintothemirror.My

babybumpwasgettingthere.Itwasstillpretty

muchanormaltummyjustgettingalittlebitbubbly.



Iwalkedinto

[6/3,19:01]Lynne:Andworemynightdressand

pantiesalongwithmygownandsleeper.Salvatore

cameinwithmydinnerassoonasigotoutofthe

closet."thattooksolongtheniexpected.Wereyou

puttingaloveportioninmyfood"iaskedfoldingmy

arms."don'tyouthinkit'salittlebittoolatetoask

now?.Whenyou'vebeenconsumingitforthepast

fouryears"hesaid."isit?"Iaskedgiggling."i

presentyouwithyourloveportionma'am"hesaid

handingmethetray."thankyou"isaidtakingitand

goingtothebedwithit.

.

Afewminuteslater

"okay,spititoutalready"hesaidsighingheavily."

what"iaskedshruggingmyshoulderswhile

chuckling."you'vebeenstealingglancesatmefor

thepast15minutes.Whatisitanddon'ttellmeit's

nothing"hesaidputtinghislaptopaside."well...i

havethisfriendofminewhohasbeeninanabusive

relationshipforthepastfewyears.Shelovesthe



guyssoshekeepsonbouncingbacktohimafterthe

scarshealbutnowshefinallydecidedtorunaway

withtheir6yearolddaughter.Theguymightbeout

therelookingforher.Whatifhefindsherandtriesto

killherorfightforthecustodyofthechild?"Iasked

thesighed."whatareyouaskingmeexactly?"He

asked."whatalternativesdoesshehave?.She's

afraidtoplaceaprotectionorderagainsthim

becausehemightfindherthen."Iadded."ithinkwe

bothknowtheanswerhere."Hesaid."whichis...?"I

askedfrowning."it'seasy,deathistheanswer.Tell

yourfriendtokilltgeguy,caseclosed"hesaiditso

easly."areyouforreally?"Iaskedunbelievingly."

youaskedformyopinionandigaveyouone.A

simplestraightwaysolution."Hesaid."isthatwhat

you'ddo?"Iasked."ithinkwebothknowthe

answertothat"hesaid.Hewasrightialreadyknew,

judttgatiwantednottobelieveit."someofusare

incapableofkilling"isaid."wellthenshemust

preparetodie.Tellyourfriendtobuyherown

casket...andCora,

[6/3,19:01]Lynne:StayawayfromthatEllenwoman.



She'stroublefrommilesaway.Herhusbandisa

lunatic,wehavegotenoughtroubleasitis"hesaid

warningly."waitsoyouknowher,youknowellen?"I

askedfrowning."ofcourseidootherwisewhat's

thepointinpayingpeopletolookafteryou24hrsa

dayifiendupbeingcluelessaboutwhoyoumeetup

with,whatyoueatandwear"hesaiditsocasually."

unbelievable!"Iexclaimed."youwatchedmeask

youlikeafoolwhileyouknewallalong...andEllen

saidhe'sherbabydaddynothusband"isaidfirmly.

"myPIisneverwrongifyoumustknow."hesaid

soconfidently."tellmeallwhatyouknowabout

ellen"isaidseriously.Helookedatmelikeiwas

crazyorsomethingbutthenunderstoodthatiwas

serious."foodfirstandthenEllen"hesaid.Isighed

thencontinuedeating.

.

"so?"Isaidaftergulpingdowntheglassoforange

juiceandputtingthetrayonthesidestandofthe

headboard.

"-fullnames:EllenDianaFrancis



-24yearsofage

-marriedtoMarkhamCrossforsomeunfathomable

reasonsheneverchangedherIDbook/lastname

-soMarkhamis34yearsofage

-ahighschoolteacherwhosleepswithalmostall

thestuffmembers.Femalesofcourse

-theygota7yearsofagedaughterKendraCross

who'sgoingthroughdepressionandseeinga

psychiatristsalongwithhermother.

-Ellengotdisownedthreeyearsback.

-theygotmarriedafterdatingforwhatlookslike

twoorthreemonths.

-Markhamgrewupinanorphanageafterhis

parentsdiedinacarcrash.

-rumourhasitthattheyusedtofightinfrontofhim

-sonowEllenisarunawaywifeaswebothknow"

hesaid,"bythewayEllenisthatstupidofadoctor's

littlesister"headded.Iwasstillinshock."which

doctor?"Iaskedfrowning."EttoreFrancis.Theone

manI'mlookingforwardtokill."Hesaidsolemnly.'



EllenisDrFrancis'sister?"Iaskedsoshockedand

suprised."don'tgettooexcitedaboutit"hesaid.

.

[6/3,19:01]Lynne:Continuing

Cora'spov

.

"don'ttellmeyou'restilljealousoverDrFrancis"i

saidchucklingabit."you'dbetooifyouseehow

youseethewayhelooksatyou"hesaid."that's

literallyimpossibleandweird,howdoeshelookat

me?."iaskedfrowning."youwouldn'tunderstand,

forgetit"hesaidsighingunease."Makeme

understand,helooksatmelikehelooksat

everybodyelse.He'sagoodperson.He'skindat

heart"isaidstandingup.Iwantedtotakethetrayto

thekitchen."don'tCora,don'tdothistome"he

saidfirmly."idon'tappreciateyoucomplimenting

anotherguyinfrontofme"hesaid.Isighedthengot

backinbed.Ikneeledonhisside."look,yougot

nothingtoworryabout,iamnotinterestedinany

otherguyoutthereotherthanyou.DrFrancisshould



betheleastofyourworries,he'sanerd,boringand

all"isaid."don'tunderestimatethepowerofagood

man"hesaid,"whateverthatmeans,I'mnotwilling

tofindout"isaidafterblinkingafewtimestryingto

readhismind."howaboutwegodownstairsand

watchanicemovie"isuggestedtakingthetray."i

forgettotellyou...ourweddingfilmcameback"he

saidfollowingme."great,weshouldwatchthat

then"isaidwalkingdownthelongeststaircases."

letmegettheflashdrive"hesaidgoingback

upstairs.Iwashedthedished,wipedandputthenin

theirrightfulplace.

.

"I'mmeetingupwithEllentomorrow"isaidleaning

onhischestasthenvideostartedplaying."ithought

itoldyoutostoptalkingtothatwomen"hesaid

sighingheavily."there'snothingtoworryabout,

samiananddumisaniwillbethere."Isaidlookingat

himwhilehewaslookingatthetelevisionscreen."

theywontbe,becauseigavethemtheweekendoff.

You'llbespendingtheweekendindoors"hesaid,no

questionsasked.Ikeptquietbutiwasn'tgoingto



conformwithhisorder."let'swatchthisthefilm"i

saidsmiling,ididn'twanttofight."whateveris

going

[6/3,19:02]Lynne:Inthatheadofyours.Youbetter

notexecuteit"hesaid."youshouldjustsayitifyou

wantustoargue"isaidleaningbackonthecouch."

whyshouldwehavetoargue.Justdropthiswomen

Cora.Wehaveenoughenemiesasitis"hesaid

turningaroundtofaceme."ifidon'tdosomething

tohelpEllen,myconsciouswon'tletmerestin

peace."Isaidlookingintohiseyes."sotellmethis,

howareyougoingtohelpher?"Heaskedholdingmy

hand."how?"Heaskedonceagain."idon'tknow,i

don'tknowyet.Butibelievethatthere'sareason

whyshecametome.I'llcomeupwithasolutionto

herproblem"isaidsofrustrated."I'llconvinceher

togotothecopsorsomething"iadded."then

what?"Heasked..."letmetellyouwhat'sgoingto

happen,she'sgoingtotothecops.Ifhedoesget

arrestedtgenhe'llsurelybereleasedinthenext6

months.She'sprobablygoingtobethetobailhim

out.WhichidoubtwouldhappenbecauseEllen



doesn'thaveanyevidenceagainsthim.It'sherword

againsthis.He'saverycunningman,justdomeand

yourselfafavour.StayawayfromthatEllenwoman"

hesaid.Itmadeperfectsense."lookiunderstand

thatyouwanttohelphersobadlybutthere's

absolutelynothingyoucandoaboutit"hesaid.I

sighedthenleanedbackonhiswarmchest."but

thatdoesn'tmeanthatyoucan'thelpher"isaidafter

somethingcrossedmymind."howcouldIpossibly

helpher?"Heaskedfrowningandfoldinghisarms."

ithinkwebothknowtheanswertothat"isaid."No

youdidn't...I'llpretendasifihaven'theardthat.Since

thistelevisioniswatchingitself.Let'sgobackto

bed"hesaid."Salvatoreplea-..."pleasedon't,ithink

thispregnancyhasturnedyourwayofthinking

upsidedown."hesaidswitchingoffthetelevision."

iwanttosleephereinthecouch"isaidlyingdown."

let'snotdothis"hesaidsighing."we'renotdoing

anything,ijustwanttosleeponthecouchwhile

watchingtheTV

[6/3,19:02]Lynne:"okaythen,suityourself"hesaid

walkingaway."heyhusband,couldyoudomea



favorandgetmemyphone"isaidafterhim..."good

night"hesaidhandingmemycellphone."thanks"i

saidswitchingonthetelevisionandthenpullinga

shawlover.Isearchedformovieonboxoffice.5,

10,15minuteslateristoodupandwenttothe

refrigeratorandtookicecreamthencanbacktothe

couch.Ihadmyicecreamwhichfrozemylittle

fingers.Iliedbackdown.After15moreminutes.

5,10,15that'swasit.IcalledupSalvatoreonhis

phone."it's23pmCora"hesnappedsoundingso

deepinhissleep."I'msorry"isaidthentherewas

silence."it'scolddownhere"isaidinvergeof

crying."turnonthehitter,ihaveanimportant

meetingtomorrowmorning.Goodnight"hesaid

thenhungup.Itoodtheremotecontrolandturned

onthehitter.5,10,15"whatnow?"Heasked

impatientlyassoonashepickedupthephone."

thehitterisn'thotenough"isaidblinkingafewtimes

"weallhaveafireplacewhichdoesn'trequiremuch

butjustapressofbutton."Hesaidthenhungup.I

foundmyselfcrying..."areyouforreally?"Heasked

chucklingbehindme.Ididn'tseeorhearhim

coming.Igotstartledabitbutcontinuedcrying.He



wascarryingablanketwithhim."stopcryingand

makesomespaceforme"hesaidjoiningmeonthe

couch."shh...let'sjustgobacktosleep.Stopcrying,

I'mherenow"hesaidpullingmebackdown.We

cuddledupuntilifellasleep.

.

Iwaswokenupbyaloudthunderslaponmyear."

ouch,ouch.Whatwasthatfor?"Iaskedopeningmy

eyesonlytoseelorenzosmilingatme."good

morningmom"hesaidsmiling."todayyou'regoing

togetawhip.Youdon'tgettoslapmeandthen

smileaboutitjustlikethat"isaid."iwasjust

playingmommy"hesaidrunningbeforeicouldeven

getmyhandsonhim."heycomebackhere"i

screamedchasinghimaroundthehouse."mom

stopit"hescreamedgiggling...

[6/3,19:02]Lynne:Page77

Cora'spov

.

WellwheniwokeupSalvatorewasnotthere,"mom,

Papasaidyou'regoingtobuyababy"lorenzosaid



asiwasbathingher.Wellhewasnowplayingwith

theducklingtoyinwater.Whileiwaswatchingafter

him."yes,we'regoingtobuyyouthreelittle

siblings."Isaidsmiling."butmommy,itoldyou

thatidon'twantalittlesisterorbrother"hesaid

sulking."why?"Iasked."becausethenI'mgoingto

havetosharemytoysandsweetswiththem.Idon't

likekids.Theymakealotofnoise,theycrylike

unclesiboniso'sbaby.He'salwayscrying.Andthey

pooontheirnappies.Kidsarebadmommy,please

don'tbuythem"hecomplainedaboutbabiesasifhe

wasagrownup."howoldareyouagain"iasked

chuckling."Lorenzo,you'restillababy.Youstillcry,

youpeeonyourselfwhenyou'resleeping."Isaid

smiling"I'mgrownmommy,I'mamannow.Igoto

gymwithPapa.See"hesaidshowingmethe

invisiblemuscles."Nah...iseenomusclesthere.

Youstillpeeonyourselfandpetuniahastochange

yourbedeverymorning"isaidchuckling."noidon't

"heprotested."yesyoudo"iinsisted."noidon't"

heprotested."youdo"iinsisted."didnot"hekept

onprotested."diddo"iinsisted-..."Corayour

phoneisringing"petuniacamerunninginwithmy



phone."ohhthanks...hello"isaidansweringmy

phone.Itwasanunknownnumber."mayispeakto

Cora?"Awomanasked."you'redirectlyspeakingto

her.Who'sthis?"Iaskedfrowningwhilestandingup.

"ohhthankGod.CorathisisEllen,iwasstartingto

thinkigotawrongnumber"shesaidsoundingso

relieved."ohhEllie,what'sup.Howareyou"iasked.

"I'mgood,howareyou.Ihopeyougothomesafely

lastnight"shesaidchucklingabit."yeahidid,how

isKendraandyourbrother?"Iasked."they'regood

actually,Kendraisgettingbetterbydayeventhough

shedoesn'ttalkthatmuch.Mybrotherjustwentto

work"sheexplained."that's...

[6/3,19:02]Lynne:wonderfulnews.I'mgladshe's

gettingbetter"isaidsmilingandalittlebitrelieved.

Nokiddeservestogothroughsomuchtraumaand

abuse."howisyoursonmmmh,what'shisname

again?"Sheasked."Lore,lorenzoisfine.He'sinthe

bathingtubeaswespeak...splashingwaterallover

thebath-..room,lorenzostopit!"Iexclaimedashe

hitthewaterevenmoreharder.Thewholebathroom

wasgettingwet,includingme."Stopsplashingwater



orelseyou'reseriouslygoingtogetthatwhip!...ohh

sorryEllen.Hecanbeverynaughtysometimes"i

saidsighing."iunderstand.Kendracangetlikethat

too,heyiwaswonderingifwe'restillgoingtomeet

today...forlunch?"Sheaskedandsalvatore'swords

camerushingintomyhead.'StopseeingthatEllen

woman'."Ellen,actuallymyhusbandmhm...my

husband,yousee.Umhhethinksthatit'dbefor

everybody'sbestifwedon'tmeet"isaidbitingmy

thumb."ohh!...i,iunderstand.He'sright,ialso

don'twanttogetyouintotrouble.Icomewithalot

ofdangerplusyouhavealittlekidandtheotherson

theway.Itwassosillyofmetoevencallyou

up...whatwasithinking.Nowomaninfactnohuman

beingwouldwarmtobefriendswithme.Ishouldn't

havecalled,sorryfordisturbingyou.Bye"shekept

onstutteringandthenhungupasifshewasabout

tocryorsomething."Ellie..."iexclaimedbutshe

wasalreadygo.Isighedthengotloreoutofthe

water.Wrappedhiminhisgreentowel."let'sgetyou

dressedbuddyandthenicanalsogoandshower"i

saidpickinghimupandgoingtohiscloset.I

moisturizedhisbodythendressedhimupinwhite



shortsandvestalongwithsandals."youlooksuper

handsome"isaidkissinghimonthelips."mommy"

hesaidwipinghislips."stopbeingforward.Go

downstairsandwatchcartoonswhileiclearupthe

messeyoumadeinthebathroom."I'mhungrymom.

Mayipleasehavehotchocolatewithmashrooms"

heasked."uyahlupayaz"isaidsmiling.

[6/3,19:03]Lynne:Momwhatareyousaying?.

You'respeakingjustlikeNinamom...whenamI

goingtovisitNinamominheaven"heasked

excitedly.Thementionofhernamegotme

swallowingahardlumpinmythroat."wha--...go

andaskauntPtomakeyouhotchocolateswith

marshmallows."Isaidputtinghimdown."but

mommyiwa--..."justgolorenzo!"Isnappedangrily.

"mommy"hecriedlookingsoscared.Itookadeep

breathclosedmyeyes..."I'msorrybaby,don'tcry.

Mommydidn'tmeantoshoutatyou.Sorry,don'tcry.

I'llmakeyouthathotchocolatewithmarshmallows

youaskedfor"isaidpickinghimup."I'msorry,

sorry"isaidpattinghisback.Iputhimonthehigh

chairthenpreparedtwocupsofhotchocolatewith



marshmallows."let'shavebiscuitswhilethesecool

down"isaidtakingoutaboxoforios.Iputsomein

asideplate,andsetdownnexttohim."lookidon't

wantyoutogotoheavenandleavemealone.Let's

dothis,you'llvisitheavenwhenyou'remuchmuch

moreolderwithalotofgrandchildrenandgreat

grandchildrenbutforrightnowlet'sjuststayhere,

okay"isaidwipingawaythetraceoftearsonhis

face.Henoddedsilently...wehadourhotchocolate

theniwentupstairsandshowered.icameoutofthe

showerwrappedatowelaroundmybody.Itookmy

phoneandcalledupEllen.Itringedacoupleoftime

beforeshepickedup."hello"alittlevoicesaid."Hi,

I'mKendramomisinthebathroom"shesaid."ohh

Kendrahowareyou.Howdoyoulikeyournew

school?"Iasked."Momsaidishouldn'tspeakto

strangersbuticantakeamessage"shesaid."tell

yourmothertocallme,weneedtotalk.Actuallyi

wantustomeet"isaidchuckling.Shesoundedway

tocleverfora6yearold."I'lltellher,bye"shesaid.

"havealovelydaymissKendra.Andtellyourmom

thatitwasCorawhocalled.Bye"isaidthenhungup.

Idressedupandwentdownstairswithmyphone.



Salvatorewasn'tbackyet,"couldyougether

cleaningstafffor

[6/3,19:03]Lynne:meandputtheminmyroom."I

askedpetunia.Iwantedtocleanthebathroom."

actualI'vebeenwantingtotalktoyou"shesaid

puttingdownthemoppingbacketshewascarrying.

"eversincemissNina'sfuneralherroomgolocked.

Iwaswonderingificouldmaybecleanitandpack

herstuffinboxes.Hermomanditalk,ithinkit

wouldbegoodifwereturnedherclotheshome"she

saidfiggitatingwithherfingers."mydaycouldn't

havegottenanyworse"imurmuredtomyself."how

aboutitalktoSalvatorefirstandthenI'llcomeback

toyou"isuggestedsighing."thankyou"shesaid

thenpickedupthebacket."heyP,wereyouand

Ninagoodfriends?"Iaskedfrowning."iwouldn't

saythatbutwewereprettymuchclose.Igotto

knowthesideofherthatshetriedtohidefrom

everyone"shesaidsmiling."whatwasshelike,i

meanwhatwasthatsidelike?"Iaskedfollowingher

tothelaundryroomwhereshewashethebacket

andfilleditwithcleanwaterthenwashedthemop."



shehadsomegoodnessinher,shelovedtolaugh

andsmoke.Alcoholwasherclosefriendonrainy

days.Shehadagoodsenseofhumour,acoupleof

heartbreaks.Maybemorethanjustacouple.She

washeartbrokenwoman...your,yourhusband

wasn'tthefirstonetobreakherheartandleaveher.

Thereweremanymoremanbeforeandafter.Other

thanthatshewasbadatbeingamotherbutshe

triedafterallwhatcanweexpectfromawoman

whoneverhadagoodchildhood"shesaidsmiling

andchucklingthereandthere."didshereallylove

my,myhusband?"Iaskedsuttingononeofthe

washingmachines."yeahithinkso,icannot

guaranteethatbutithinkso...fromthewayhereyes

glowedwhenshetalkedabouthimithinksheloved

himinherownway.Weallloveinourowndifferent

wayright?"Shesaidshrugginghershoulders."how

wasshelikewhenshewaswithLorenzo,didthey

everplayorlaughtogether?"Iasked."umhmostof

thetime...nobutwhentheydiditwas...

[6/3,19:03]Lynne:greattowatch.Iknowthatdeep

downinsideshelovedhersoneventhoughhe



remindedhersomuchof,ofMrSalvatore.Imean

whowouldn'tfallinlovewithLorenzo.He'ssucha

sweetheart"Shesaidsmilingabit."didsheever

tellyouwhyshehatedmesomuch?"Iasked."how

wouldyoureactifthetableswereturned.Imean

youdidnotreallyexpecthertoloveyou--..."yesbuti

didnothingtoher,iwasn'ttheonetomakethe

choices.I,i..."istuttered."actuallyyou'reright,i

would'vealsobehavedthesameway"isaidsighing.

"ican'tgetheroutofmyhead,herdeathhauntsme

everysingleday."Iadded."itshouldn't,It'sallpartof

God'splan.Iguessitwashertime.It'snotyourfault

"shesaidholdingmyhands..."excuseme,ihaveto

puttheseupstairs"shesaidtakingthetwobackets.

"P,thanksforthetalk"isaid.Shenoddedandleft,

myphonerang."heyEllen"isaidgettingoffthe

washingmachine."Kendratellsmeyoucalled"she

saidgettingstraighttothepoint."actuallyiwas

wonderingifyoucouldmaybecomeovertomy

houseforlunch"isaid."what,youchangedyour

mind"sheasked."you'reagoodpersonandithink

youmightneedafriendrightnow.Someonetotalk

to,I'lltextyoumyaddress.Okaybye"isaidthen



hungupbeforeshecouldsayanything."Mom

there'ssomeoneatthedoor"lorenzoscreamed.I

walkedtowardsthedoorandandopenedup."Good

morningma'am sirsaidwemustdeliverthese"agirl

saidhandingmeplasticsfromrestuarentparadisè."

what'sthis?"Iaskedtakingtheplasticbags."

breakfastandlunchma'am"shesaid."ohh,okay

thankyou"isaidthengotbackintothehouse.There

werefourplastics.

.

Goodnight

[6/3,19:04]Lynne:Continuing

Cora'spov

.

Iputtgeplasticsonthekitchencounterandunveiled

them.Twoplasticshadlunchandtheothertwo

breakfastforthreepeoplemax."Lorenzo,petunia

breakfastishere"icalledoutwhiletakingmyphone

outtoorderpizzajustincaseEllencameby."Mom.

Iwantnoodles"lorenzosaidtryingtositonthehigh

chairwhochwasimpossiblebecausehewasshort."



we'reallgoingtohavethis,you'llhavenoodleslater

"isaid.Ihelpedhimandthentookoutthreeplatesto

serveus,ialsotookpomegranatejuice."youcalled

forme"Paskedwalkinginthekitchen."comeand

havebreakfast"isaidpullingthelunchcontainersin

therefrigeratorthentookoutlambchopsoutofthe

deepfreezerandputtheminwarmwater.Idished

upforintothreeplates.Itwasfullenglishbreakfast,

"canyougetmethoseglasses"isaidtopetunia.

Shestoodupanddidjustthat.Wehadourbreakfast

theniboiledthelambchopswhileiwentupstairsto

cleanthebathroom.Petuniahadalreadycleaned

Lorenzo'sbathroom,iwenttocheckonmypotthen

iorganizedthecloset.Thepizzaguydelivereditin

anhourlater,ipaidhimandthenheleft."Lorenzo

takeyourtoystoyourplayroomplease"isaid

clearingupthesittingroom.Hestoodupdragging

hisfeet.Myphonerangonmyjeanpocket."Ellie"i

answeredmyphonesmiling.Iputitinbetweenmy

earandshoulderwhileifixedthecushions,lorenzo

wasquitehandy."Hi,I'matthegateofsomehuge

mansionbutthesecuritywon'tletmein.MaybeI'm

lost"shesaid."I'llcheckwiththesecurities,hold



on"isaidwalkingtowardsthetelephone.Itoldthe

securitiestoletherinafteriexplainedhowshe

lookslike."Momcaniplaygamesinyourphone,

I'msobored"lorenzosaidholdingontomyleg."but

youhaveacomputergamebuddy"isaidpickinghim

up."momyourphonehascolour.Mycomputer

gameisboring"hesaidpullingmyplaits.Youcan

havemyphone

[6/3,19:05]Lynne:For30minutes,agreed?"Iasked,

henoddedtheihandedhimmyphone."iloveyou

mom"hesaidkissingmycheek."yourlovecostsa

legandanarm"isaidsmiling.Iopenedthedoorand

foundEllenwalkingtowardsitholdingalittlewhite

girlshandwhohadateddybearinherarm."Thank

goodness,iwasbeginningtothinkthatigotlost"

shesaidsighinginrelief."Higuys,comeonin"isaid

openingthedoorwidely.Theywalkedin,idon'tknow

butthelittlegirlkeptlookingaroundthehouse.Iput

Lorenzodown."YoumustbeKendra,right?"Isaid

squirtingdowninfrontofher.Shesnuggledcloseto

hermommie'sskirt."youdon'thavetobescaredof

me,ipromiseidon'tbite.Wetalkedonthephone



earlieron,HiI'mCora"isaidextendingmyhandfor

ahandshake.Shelookedupathermomthenmy

hand,"it'sokay,sayhitoauntCora"hermomsaid

smiling."Hi,I'mKendracro--Francis"shesaid

shakingmyhandbutshewasquitealarmed."it's

nicetofinallymeetyouKendraFrancis.Ilikeyour

hair,howdoyoukeepitsoshinyandlong"iasked

smiling."idon'tknow,askmymom.Ithinkyou

havebeautifulhairtoo"shesaidsmilingabit"but

it'syourhair...nevermind.Bythewayyoulook

gorgeous.Youreyestwinkle"isaidchuckling."

come,iorderedsomepizzaespeciallyforyouguys.

Wecanhaveteaandbiscuitswhilewegossip

thoughimustwarnyouI'mnotfamiliarwiththe

latestnewsaboutcelebsorfashionworldletalone

thecars.ButwecantalkaboutchildbirthandSTDs

"isaidstandingupandWalkingtowardsthekitchen.

"isthatyourhandsomerascal?"Ellenasked

chuckling."ohhiforgottointroduceyou,babyLore.

Comehere"iscreamedgiggling.Wesetonthehigh

chair,theywerebothsittingoppositetome."Mom,

isn't30minutesamonths"heaskedhidingthe

phonebehindhimwhilegivingmeoneofhisflashy



beggingsmiles."ididn'tcallyouhereforthatisaid

chuckling."meetEllenandKendra"i

[6/3,19:05]Lynne:said."Ellenthisismyhandsome

rascal,Lorenzo"isaid."HellowLorenzo"Ellensaid.

"MomwhichoneisEllen"heaskedlookingatthem

thoughtfully."theolderoneisEllenandthsyounger

oneisKendra"isaidfrowning.Hewalkedupto

them."HelloauntEllen"hesaidextendinghishand

forahandshake.Ellengavehimherhandfora

handshake."howareyoudoingLorenzo"Ellen

asked."I'mfine"hesaid."HiKendra"hesaid

extendinghishandoutbutKendrajustlookedathim.

"she'ssomean,I'mleaving"hesaidstormingout

ofkitchen.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh."ishegoingto

bealright.Ihopehe'snotoffended.Kendradoesn't

reallyspeaktostrangersunlessiinstructedherto.

She'squitereserved.I----"it'sokay,youdon'thave

toworryabouthim.He'llgetoverit.Hecanbesuch

adramakingsometimes"isaidsmiling."letme

warmupthatpizza,teaorjuice?"Iaskedstanding

up."juicewouldbefine,thanks"shesaid.Iwarmed

upthepizzathenpouredjuiceintothreeglasses.I



putthepizzaboxinthemiddleofthetable."ihopei

didn'truinyourplansfortoday.Ijustthoughtthat

gettingoutofthehousewoulddoyouandKendra

heresomegood.Otherthangoingtoworkandback

"isaidsittingdown."ihadnootherplansotherthan

toseeyouCoraandimustsayiwasreallyheart

brokenwhenyouturnedmedownonthelast

minute"shesaidshrugginghershoulders."I'msorry

aboutthattoo,It'sjustthatmeandmyhusband

thoughtthatitwouldbeforthebestifwedon'tmeet

anymore.Wehaveourownshareofproblemsand

thenyouhaveyours.It'sareallystickysituation"i

saidsighing."sowhatchangedyourmind?"She

asked."idon'tknowmaybeit'sjustthatwhatyou

toldmeaboutKendraremindedmeofmychildhood.

Ifyouwatchthenewsyoumusthavealreadyknow

aboutme"isaidshrugginghershoulders."ohhisit,

ineverwatchthenewsyou.Whathappened?"She

askedshortly.

[6/3,19:05]Lynne:"that'sastoryforanotherday.I

don'twanttogetsadtoday"isaidchucklingabit.

"SoKendrawhat'steddy'sname"iasked.Shelooked



atmethenbackatherteddybear."teddydoesn't

haveaname"shesaidwithhertinycutelittlevoice."

howaboutwenameteddytoday?.Wouldyoulike

that,wouldn'tthatbejustgreat?"Iaskedsmiling."

shenodded,"howaboutwenameteddyAlex?"I

asked."teddyispink,she'sagirl.Alexisaname

forboysauntCora"shesaidchuckling."ohhwisit?.

Forgivemycluelessness.Butiusedtohavea

girlfriendnamedalex,I'mconfusedrightnow.How

aboutwenameherAlexanderthen?"Iaskedblinking

afewtimes.Shejustgiggledshakingherhead"

no?"Iaskeddramaticallysulking,sheshookher

headno."whatdoyousuggestedwenameher

then?"Iasked.Shethoughtforalittlewhile."teddy

ispinksohernameisPinky"shesaid."wow,you're

smarttoo,It'ssuchasmartname'pinky'.Givemea

highfiveforthat"isaidandthenwehighfived."i

thinkyouandiaregoingtobefriends.Sohowmany

moreteddiesdoyouhave?"Iaskedtakingapieceof

pizza."ionlyhavepinky,mommysaidimustleave

allmyteddiesbackathomeshesaidplayingwith

herteddybear."ohh"imurmuredlookingatEllen."

tellyouwhat,I'mgoingtobuyyouonebigblueteddy



andthenwe'regoingtonamehimMrBlue"isaid

pullinghercheeks."wouldyoulikethat?"Iaskedant

thenshenoddedhappily."Momyoupromisedme

noodles.Thegameisboringnow...heycanialso

havepizza?"lorenzosaidwalkingin.Hewasa

talkerthatone."here'ssomepizzashowaboutyou

takeKendratoyourplayroomandplaythere"isaid

givinghimasliceofpizza."Mom!"Kendrasaid

lookingupathermother."it'sokaygoandplaywith

Lorenzo"Ellensaidsmiling."comeonKender"

Lorenzosaidpullingkendra'shand."it'sKendranot

kender"Kendrasaidfirmly.Theykeptonarguing

untiltheydisappearedfromoureyes."

[6/3,19:06]Lynne:"Kendraseemsfinetome"isaid

pouringmyselfaglassofjuice."I'vehaven'tseen

hertalkthatmuchfordays.Seemslikeyouknow

yourstorywhenitcomestokids"shesaidseriously.

"whenyou'rewithkidsyoujustneedtobehavelike

one.Thatwayyou'llgetalong,ialwaystrytobea

friend.It'squitesimple,youcandoittoo"isaid

chucklingabit."idon'tknowaboutthatCora,

sometimesijustlookatherandseeasplitting



imageofhisfather.Shecanbesostubborn

sometimes,ienduplosingmycool.Theotherdayi

wouldhaveslappedherifnotforheruncle.She

askedmeaboutherfather,howcouldshemissthat

bastardwhohither"Shesaidsighingheavily."

ohh!...trynottobesohardonher.She'sjustakid,

shestillnaïve.Shedoesn'tunderstand.I'msurethis

ishardonyoubuttrynottotakeoutyourfrustration

onKendra.Youdon'twanthertogrowupmessedup

"isaidholdingherhand."anditwouldbefor

everyone'sbestifyoucooperatewithyourtherapist.

Thefirstfewdaysain'talwayseasybutyou'llget

there.It'sfrustratingbuttheendresultsaregoingto

beworthit,trustme"isaidsmilingather."it'sso

hardCora,I'vestartedhavingnoghmaresabouthim.

Hehauntsmydreams,sometimesijustthinkit

wouldbebetterifI'djustdie.Theniwouldn'thaveto

feelallthepain.Mostofthedaysifeelemotionally

numb,what'sthepointofbeingaliveifI'mnot

living?"Sheaskedlookingattheceiling,icouldsee

thatshewastryingtoholdbackthetears."don'tsay

thatEllen,you'vegotalotofthingstolivefor...itoo

usedtosaythat.Butabestfriendofminetoldme'



cora,yougotalotofthingstolivefor.I'msureyou

wantwanttoseelorenzoonhisfirstdayatschool,

tofinishyourdegreeandthenyourhonours.Make

yourmamaproud.'Shetoldmetofocusonthe

thingsthatplantedasmileonmyface,thethings

thatmakesmehappy.AndyouEllenhavegotalot

tolookupto.Ellenneedsyou,you'retheonlything

thatshegotrightnow.Ifshelosesyouthenthedevil

willwin.Don'tbeselfish,pickyourselfupandstart

living...forkendra'ssake"isaidholdingherhands

tightly."promisemeyouyoulive,youwon'tdo

anythingstupid"isaidlookingintohereyes."i,i

promise"shesaidinaquestioningmanner."don't

justsayitforthesakeofsayingit.Iwantyouto

meanit.Telmyouwhat,thinkaboutwhatI'vesaid."

Isaidfirmly.Shenodded.

[6/3,19:06]Lynne:"doyouknowwhatidowheni

feelthatlifeisweighingdownonme?"Isaid

standingup."itdoesn'talwaysworkbutithelps

sometimes.Ithinkofallthepeopleintheworld,the

possibleproblems,painandsufferingthrygo

through.Imagineahelplesswomandyingofcancer,



helplessy.Sheknowsthatshe'sabouttoleaveher

kids.Thepainshemustbegoingthrough.Notjust

physicallybutbothemotionallyandspiritualy.The

feelingofhelplessness,thatwomanhasgotno

choice.She'sjustwaitingforthelastchaptertobe

closedandthat'stheendofthestory,youstillgota

choiceandachanceEllen.Imagineastreetkid.

Somewhereunderthebridge,hungryandcoldbut

youstillgeteverydaymealwitharoofoveryour

head.Imagineoneofthosekidswhogetraped

constantly,notjustthatbutthey'retoldtokeep

quietaboutitbecauseifnotthey'llbekilled.Maybe

alongwiththeymothers,maybeeventhemother

knowsbutshe'sjusttryingtosavehermarriegeby

sacrificingwithheronlydaughter.Maybethekidtold

hermombutshejustdidn'twanttobelieveher

bacauseyouknowwhy,themanprovidesforeach

andeveryneedoftheirs.Itgetsworseandworse,

somepeoplearesufferingsilently,depressedout

there.Somefindcomfortindrugs,somefindpeace

incuttingtheyarmwrists.There'sakidoutthere

who'sjustonly14butlookingafterhersiblings.

Imaginethesexslaves,theoneswhoaresuffering



attheirstepmothershands.I'vehadatasteoffewof

thethingsmyselfbutlifeisnotsobed.Justholdon

alittlebitlonger,there'salwayslightattheendof

thetunnel.Atleastyou'reaneducatedwoman,you

earnsomethingattheendofthemonth."Isaid

smilingbutmyinsidesweren't.Shestoodupand

wehugged."thankyou"shesaidafteralongtime

ofhugging."there'snoneedtothankme,I'mjust

beingafriend,"isaidsmiling"ithinkalotofpeople

coulduseyourwords."Shesaidseriously."ohh

please,I'mnota

[6/3,19:06]Lynne:I'mnotashrink,okay"isaid

chuckling."butyoucanbeamotivationalspeaker"

shesaidsolemnly.Ilookedatherforafewseconds

thenshookmyheadchuckling."nothanks,I'mfine

withtheprofessionI'mheadingto.Nowletmestart

preparingfordinnerinpeace"isaidbrushingitoff."

thinkaboutit,I'mserious"sheinsisted.Itookout

myvegetablesfromtherefrigerator.Puttheninthe

washingbasinandpouredwater."ihopethatyour

husbandwon'tbeoffendedbymebeinghere"she

said"I'llgivehimmypointofview,I'llexplainitto



him,he'llunderstand.Afterallheknewthathewas

marryingastubbornwomanwhenhewentdownon

hisknees"isaidshruggingmyshoulders."acrazy

onetoo"sheaddedshakingherhead.Isetdowna

choppedmyvegetables."igottatellyousomething...

I'mmarriedtoo.Igotmarriedwheniturned18.He

wasmyhighschoolteacher,myfirstlove.Wewere

soinlove.Atleastilovedhim.Iwassostupid,icut

tieswithalotofpeoplewhotriedtowarnme

againsthim.Ithoughttheywerejealous,hebrain

washedmyme.Ifoughtwithmyparentsthen

elopedtogetmarried.Thebeatingstartedafew

monthsafterourmarriage,icaughthimcheating.I

alwayswonderhowilovehim"shetoldherstory."i

don'thaveananswertothat,ijustneedtoknowif

you'renotgoingtogobacktohimthistime.You

gottausewhat'sinyourheadnotyourchest.It's

goingtobehardiknowbutyougottathinkof

Kendra.Sheshouldbeyourpriority."isaidfirmly."

I'lltry,myloveforkendraisgreaterthananything."

shesaidshortly.Wechattedwhileicookedandwe

andhadlunchwitheveryone.



.

LorenzoandKendrawererunningaroundthehouse.

"papa,yey!"IheardLorenzoscreamexcitedly.I

swallowedthehardlumpinmythroat."heybuddy,

andwho'syourlittlefrie---ndhere"hesaidwalking

insidethekitchen,frowneduponseeingEllen.He

wasCarryinglorenzoinhisarms."Hello"hesaid

slowly

[6/3,19:07]Lynne:"hey,you'reback...umh.thisis

Ellen,Ellenmeetmyhusband.Joaquin"isaid

walkingtowardshim.Hehadascarylook,iheldon

tohisarm."rememberEllen?.Itoldyouabouther

lastnight.Ithoughtitwouldbenicetoinviteherfor

lunch.Thisisherdaughter,Kendra.Isn'tshejust

beautifully?"Ikeptontalking.Tobequitehonesti

wasshitscaredofwhathemightdo."nicetofinally

meetyouEllen"hesaidsuprisinglyextendinghis

handforahandshake,ihadalreadyenvisionedhim

kickingheroutorshoutingatmeforinvitingtrouble

intoourhome.."Hi"Ellensaidshakinghishand."

Corahastoldmealotaboutyou"shesaidsmiling."

allgoodihope"hesaidfrowning."yesallgoodand



imustsayireallydidn'texpectyoutolookthis

white"shesaid."white?"Heaskedfrowning."don't

mindher,she'scrazy"isaidlaughinginrelief."we'll

takeourleave"Ellensaid."ihopeyou'renotleaving

becauseofme?"Hesaiditinaquestioningmanner.

"no,notatall.Wewerealreadyonourwayoutas

youcamein"shesaidfastly."I'llseeyouout"isaid

walkingoutsidethekitchen."itwasnicetomeetyou

sir"Ellensaid."youtooEllen"alonzosaidputting

Lorenzodown.

.

"he'ssowhite,helooksnothinglikecolouredor

whatever"Ellensaidassoonaswewalkedoutside.

"shutup"isaudchuckling..."ihadagreattimetoday,

thanks"shesaid"metoo,Kendralookslikeshedid

too"isaidsmiling.Wehuggedandthensheleft

.

Iwentbackintothehouse,welliwasmetby

Joaquin'sfoldedarms,nomoresmilingoranything.

"ithoughtwetalkedaboutthat"hesaid."Iknow,i

canexplain"isaidclosingthedoor."youdon'tlisten,



doyou.Whyareyoualwayslikethis,sostubborn

anddetermined?"heaskedtiredly."let'stalk

somewheremoreprivate"isaidglancingatloreand

Pwhowerewatchingtelevision."I'mgoingtotakea

shower,there'snothingtotalkabout."Hesaidthen

sighedthenwalkedupstairs.Ifollowedhim."

listen...itriedpushingherawayokay.Itried,buti

failed.Myconsciouswouldn'tletme."Isaidclosing

thedoorbehindus.Hewalkedintothebathroom."

I'mnottalkingwithyouCora."Hesaidtakingoffhis

clothes."sowhat?...areyoujustgoingtoignoreme

thewholeday?"Iaskedloudly.Heturnedandlooked

atme."I'msorry,ididn'tmeantoscream"isaid

sighing."it'sjustthatiamtryingtoexplainmyself

andyou'renotgivingmeachance"

[6/3,19:07]Lynne:Isaidtakingadeepbreath."i

knewyou'ddothis,fromlastnightstantrumsand

persistence.YoulikeattractingtroubleCora,just

oncepleasethinkbeforeyouleapintoyourstupid

decisions."Hesaidholdingbothmyshoulders.He

explaineditsogentlybutyetsofirm."youwouldn't

understandSalvatore,youwouldn'tunderstandhow



it'sliketogrowupinabattlefield"imurmuredthen

walkedout."thenmakemeunderstand,you'reright

idon'tunderstand.Idon'tunderstandhowawise

womenlikeyoucouldriskherlifeforsomestranger.

You'repregnantforheaven'ssake"hekindasnapped.

"it'spointlesstalkingtoyouaboutthis,youdon't

knowhowlifeislikeforkidslikeKendra.Yougrew

upinasafehome,whereyouwereshoweredwith

nothingbutlove.Youdon'tknowhowlifeisfor

womenlikeEllen."Isaidsittingdownonthebed."

areyouforreally,sonowihadaperfectchildhood?"

Heaskedlookingatmewithsadnessinhiseyesand

disbelief."that'snotwhatisaid,don'tgetmewrong.

Iknowyou'vehadyourshareofsorrowsandiam

notsayingthatyourpainwasanylessbutatleast

yousawaglimpseoflove...doyouknowhowit'slike

tofeelthefearcreepingin,whereyoujustwaitfor

anotherbattle.Whereyouhavebothparents,aroof

overyourheadbuthomedoesn'tfeellikehome.Do

youknowhowit'sliketohearthescreamsand

breakingglasseswhileyou'refoldedontoacorner

somewherebeggingeverythingtostop.Yourhands

coveringyourearsbutunfortunatelyyoustillhere



thesound.Whersyoupraytogetsaved,prayfor

someonetosaveyoubutnobody.Nobodycomesto

yourrescue,yearspassbyandyouconstantlyhave

tollivewiththesamething,it'slikeahorrormovie

onrepeat.Itkeepsplayingandplaying,itneverstops.

Hatredfillsyourheart,youfeelhopelessanddone

for...youprayaboutit,godownonyourkneeevery

eveningandmorningbutthingsjustdon'tchange.

Theyneverchange.Andthenyou...

[6/3,19:07]Lynne:Realisethatmaybeyou'rethe

onlyonewhocansaveyourselffromhell...youdon't

knowhowit'slikeSalvatore.Tobescared,young

andlonely.Icouldn'tbesaved,ihadtoseeeachand

everyinchofhell.Everypartofit,ihadtoexperience

eachandeverypiercingandburningofmyflash.I

couldn'tberescuedandsaved...buticanmakea

changeinsomebodyelse'slife.Changethestory,no

womanandnokiddeservestogothroughsomuch

traumaandabuse.Ibelievethaticansavesomeone,

helpthemseethelight.Idon'twantanotherkidsto

havetogotoshrinks...What'stheuseafterall

becauseitnevergoesaway.Theymaybeableto



mendthetorneduppiecesbutthemendingstitches

willalwaysbethere.Remindingyouthatyouonce

gotburnt.Eachandeverytimeyougethurt,itall

comerushingback.Remindingyouthatyouonce

wasbroken...andI'mnotsorryforbeingsostubborn

anddetermined,it'sforagoodcourse.Iwanttohelp,

what'swronginthat.Ibelievethaticansave

lives...andineedyourhelpinordertodothat"i

shoutedattheendwhilewipingmytearwithmy

arms.Hepulledmeinforahug,shushedmesilently.

Westayedlikethatforminutesandminutesuntili

calmeddown.Buttherewasthislumpinmythroat."

whatdoyouwantmetodo?"Heaskedpullingme

awayandlookingintomyeyes."idon'tknow"isaid

sniffing."hemustgotojail,inordertodothatwe

needloadsofincriminatingevidenceandiknow

you'retherightmanforthatjob.You'retheonlyone

whocanhelpme"isaid,hesmiledabit."what?"I

askedblinkingafewtimes."I'mtherightmanfor

thejob.Doyourealisethatyou'reaskingmeto

commitcrime?"Heaskedchucklingandshakinghis

head.Inoddedslowly..."we'regoingtoneedEllen's

fullcooperationinordertoputhimbehindbarsfor



good.Withoutherfullcommitment,wewon'tbe

abletoexecuteourmission.Ifshe'snotwillingjust

promisemetwothings"hesaidseriously,nosmiles.

[6/3,19:08]Lynne:"what?"Iasked."promiseme

youthatyou'regoingtodropallthis,includingEllen

andthiswouldbethelasttimeyou'reevergoingto

askmethis"hesaid.Ilookedathimforalongtime.

"ifshedoesn'twanttogethelpthenipromiseto

dropthisandthisisthelasttimeI'mevergoingto

askyoutodosuchanincriminatingthing"isaid

solemnly."I'llthinkofsomething,okay"hesaid

holdingbothmycheeks.Inodded."nowstopcrying

"hesaidthenstoodupandwalkedtowardsthe

bathroom."Joaquin..."isoftcalledouthisname.He

turnedtolookatme.Irushedtohimandhugged

him."thankyou"isaidfeelingsoemotional."you're

sogoodtome,you'resuchanamazinghusband,a

friendandalover.Notjustthatyou'remysoldier.

You'rejustperfect,sogood.Isometimesfeelthati

don'tdeserveyou,youalwaystoleratemyshit.I've

beengivingyounothingbutshitlatelybut

you...You'rejustsoimmaculate.I'llforeverbe



greatfulforyou.Iloveyousomuchbutsometimesi

thinkit'snotenough.Whyareyousogoodtome--

-..."You'recryingagain,thisisnotgoodforour

babiesneitherisitgoodforyou"hesaidholdingme

tightly."Sorry"isaidpullingoutandchucklingabit."

youscaremesometimes"isaidsmilingathim."

scareyou,how?"Heaskedfrowning."Imean,I'm

afraidthatonedayI'dwakeupandyou'dbegone.I

don'tthinkI'dbeabletosurvivewithoutyou.It'slike

I'veknownyoubeforetheuniversewaseven

created...doesthatevenmakesense"iasked

chucklingabit.Hekissedmyforehead."iloveyou

asmuchasyouloveme.AndI'dneverleaveyou"he

saidholdingmyfacefrombothside."wellunless

youaskmeto...you'remyhomeCoraandthere'sno

placelikehome"hesaid."iloveyou"hesaidonce

again.Hewassoperfectineverypossibleway,

everyaspectofhimwasmadetotheimmaculate

point.Icouldwriteawholenoveltryingtoexplain

him,itwouldtakemeyearsbecauseeachandevery

[6/3,19:08]Lynne:Secondidiscoveredhisbeauty.

Hislovewasoutofthisplanet.Hemademebelieve



thatthere'sloveandthenthere'sLOVE."howabout

wetakeashowertogether"heasked."thatwould

begreatonlyifididn'thavecookingtofinishand

Lorenzotobathlater"isaidsmilingathim."you're

suchabadwifeCora"hesaidsighingheavily."it's

nothingnew...dinnerwillbereadyinafewminutes.

Comedownstairs"isaidwalkingaway."badwife"

hescreamedafterme.Wehaddinneraround6pm

thenibathLorenzoandthentookashowermyself

andthenwewenttosleep.

.

Thenextday

Goodnightpeople

[6/3,19:08]Lynne:Page78

Salvatore'spov

.

Iopenedupmyeyes,mybodyfeltrefreshedand

readyforthenewdayahead.Onlyheavensknew

whatithadinhandforus.Corawasnotinthebed.I

checkedthetimeonthewall,itwas6am.Igotout



offbed.Pressedtheremotecontroltoopenthe

curtains,itwassuchabeautifuldayoutsideeven

thoughtherewasnosun.Iwaswearingsleeping

shorts,iwashedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth,i

tookmyphonethenwentdownstairs.Iwalkedtothe

kitchenwhereifoundCoradancingwhilemaking

breakfast.Shewasmoreoftwerkingtobequite

precise.Shedidn'tnoticeme,shewasinheshortest,

skimpywhitePJs.Ashortandvest.Shelooked

appetising,idecidedtocaptureavideoofher."

God!"Sheexclaimedturningaround.Startled,"you

scaredme"shesaidtakingoffherheadsets."carry

on"isaidgiggling."areyoumakingavideo"she

askedwalkingtowardsme."I'msogoingtoupload

thisontheinternet"isaidtakingafewstepsback."

no,stopit"shesaidchuckling.Tryingtoretrievethe

phonefrommyhands."whyshouldi?.Youlookso

beautiful.Iwanttosaviourthismoment."Isaid

runningaroundthekitchenisland"ihaven'teven

takenabathyet.Ilookhorrible"shesaid,shewas

busytryingtocatchme."Youlookperfectiwantto

lookatthiswanttolookatthiswhenyou'reallold

andgreyandbelike'Damn'"isaid."that'sso



cheesy"shesaidsmilingandfinallygivingup.She

wentbacktoherfryingpan."whatareyoucooking"i

askedstillcapturingthevideo.Istoodbehindher,

holdingherwaist."youruinedbreakfastinbed,but

noproblemI'lllutyoubacktobed"shesaid."my

littlewifeissobossy,letmesee...she'smaking

scrambledeggswithvegandcheese,what'sthis?.

ChoppedVienna."Isaidcapturingthebreakfast."

stopit"shesaidinhertinycutelittlevoice."howare

mybabiesdown"iaskedmovingmyhandtoher

tummy."youaskthem"shesaidsighingsoftly."

hey,

[6/3,19:09]Lynne:Whatareyoudoing.I'mbusy

here"sheexclaimedasikneeleddownandturned

heraround."heylittlemusketeers"isaidleaningon

hertummy."Salvatore"shesaidsoftlybut

impatiently."didyouhearthat?"Iaskedlookingup

ather."hearwhat?"Sheaskedshruggingher

shoulders."don'ttellmeyoudidn'thearthat,my

musketeersjustsaid'buongiornoPapa(good

morningPapa)"isaidexcitedly."you'reinsane"she

saidlaughing."theysaid'goodmorning'thattooin



Italian?"Sheaskedlaughing."heywhat'swrong

withthat?"Iaskedstandingup."whenicannot

speakItalianthatmuch,howwouldtheybesides

thatthesethreemusketeersaregoingtospeakmy

homelanguage"shesaidarrogantly."what'syour

homelanguageCora,whenyoucantevensayone

wordwithoutmakingmelaugh.What'syourhome

language?"Iaskedgiggling."areyousomehow

makingfunofme,watchandsee.Thesethreeare

goingtospeanIsuzuluiftheydon'tthenmyname

wouldn'tbeCoraZabenathiMaphumulo"shesaid

daringly."weshallseeaboutthat,whywouldmy

kidsspeakIsuzuluwhilethey'retheSalvatores?I

asked.Sheturnedbacktoherfryingpan."justto

proveapoint.AndmyZuluwillbesofluentlyenough

withinthreeyears.Justgivemethreeandyou'llsee"

shesaidfirmly."okayMrsSalvatore,it'sachallenge

"isaidsmiling.

.

"ileftsomebreakfastforyouandLorenzo.Make

sureheeatswhenhegetsup"shesaidaswe

pumpedintopetuniawhowasgoingdownstairs.



Corawascarryingatrayofourbreakfast."breakfast

inbedasplanned"shesaidputtingthetrayonthe

benchjustonthefeetsofthsbed.Iclosedand

locjedthedoor."thisdoesn'tlooksoappetising

anymore"shesaidlookingdownatthetrayfullof

differenttypesoffood."excuseme"shesaid

rushingtowardsthebathroom.Ifollowedher,she

wasvomiting."Areyouokay?"Iasked.shethen

flashedthetoilet."I'mfine"shesaidstandingup.

Shebrushedher

[6/3,19:09]Lynne:teeththenwipedherhands."I'm

goingtohavetocontactOsborne.Whendoesthis

actuallystops"iaskedsearchingforhercontactson

myphone."it'snormalSalvatore,I'mfine.Really,it

differswitheverywoman.Forsomepeopleitgoes

onuntillabour...let'sgoandhavebreakfast"she

saidsmiling."areyousure?"Iaskedfrowning.She

nodded,wewentinbedandhadbreakfastthere.She

wasfeedingme,"thisisridiculous,ishouldbe

feedingyou"isaidsighingheavily."why,because

I'mpregnant?.I'mnotsick,I'mjustpregnant.

BesidesthatifyouwanttofeedmeMr.Ithinkyou



shouldprepareyourownbreakfast,thiswas

preparedbymesoigettochoosehowyoueatit."

Shesaidseriously."isowishtomeetyourmother"

isaidlookingatherasshekeptontalkingand

talking."why?"sheaskedalarmed."I'vemetyour

fatherandyou'renothinglikehim.Soyoumust've

takenafteryourmother.Couldn'tshespareme,

you'resobossyandstubbornCora"isaidsmilingat

her."wellyoucanhandleit"shesaidchuckling."

I'mjusttryingtospoilmyhusband,what'sstubborn

aboutthat"sheaskedfrowning."youwanttospoil

me?"Iaskedwithasmirkonmyface.Shenodded

alarmed."ifyouwanttospoilmethenit'seasy.Let's

justgetnaked"isaidpickingherupandwalking

towardsthebathroom."whataboutbreakfast"she

askedgiggling."breakfastscanwait"isaidputting

herdown.Wetookoutourclothesandgotunder

theshower..."haveyouthoughtaboutbabynames"

sheaskedwashingmychestwiththespongedipped

inbubblybath."notexactly...whatdoyouhavein

mind,isn'ttooearly?"Iaskedlookingdownather."i

don'tknow...I'mjustasking.WouldyoupreferItalian,

ZuluorEnglishnames"sheaskeddrawingcircleson



mychest."maybewentshouldwaitforthegenders

tobeidentifiedthenwecantalkbutanynames

woulddoaslongasthere'sagreatmeaningbehind

them."Isaidthoughtfully."mmh,isit...

[6/3,19:09]Lynne:Ifeelthat,theyshouldhaveine

nameinItalianorEnglishandthenoneinZulu.

Lorenzodoestooand...whenithinkaboutit,I'm

startingtolovethenameNinagavehim.It's

beautiful"shesaid."Mongezi?"Iasked."yeah,it's

unique...andhe'sanadditiontothefamily"shesaid.

"mmh"imurmuredsoftly.Ipushedherbacksothat

wecouldgetundertheshowerabdwashthesoup

downourbodies.Heplaitedherwaslongwet,she

wasnotwearingashowercap.Iswitchexoffthe

shower,shewaslookingupatme.Itookherlips

intomine.Thekisswasfilledsithbreaksinbetween

whereI'djustlookintohereyes."iloveyou"i

whisperedsoftly."iloveyouathousandtimes

more"shewhisperedback,smilingabit.Ipickedher

up,walkedwithherintothebedroomwhereigently

putheronthebedremovedthetrayandgotontopof

her.Startedkissingslowly,graduallygotinbetween



herlegs.Ourheartracingtothesamespeedaswe

savoureachandeverytantalisingtouch.Our

breathingescalatingwitheveryminutepassingby,

ourbodiescreasingrhythmaticallyagainsteach

otheraswemadebeautifullove.Oursoulsandheart

entertwinedtoourlittlesmallbeautifulworldofbliss.

Weshutoutthewholeworld,iwasslowlythrusting

insidehervalleyoffire,herbackachedandfingers

diggingintomymasculinebuiltback.Oureyes

entertwined,allicouldseeinhereyeswaslove,love,

love,loveanditwasallforme.Mypaceincreased

asifeltthepressureandpleasurebuidingup.My

malerodhardeninglikeneverbefore,ifeltherlegs

tighiningonmybackandatearescapedhereyesas

webothcum.Icollidedontopofher,kissedher

foreheadwhichhadperspiration.Thatwasnotthe

endofitwehadtwomoresessionsafterthat.

.

"ihaveaplan"isaidaswewerelyingonthebed

naked.Iwasholdingherhandlookingatit."ahuh?"

Shesaidputtingherheadonmychest."actually,no.

We'regoingtodiscussthiswithEllen'spresence"



[6/3,19:10]Lynne:Isaidchangingmymind."whata

bummer...sowhenarewemeetingEllen?"She

askedalittlebitdisappointed."tellhertomeetus

atthepolicestationwhereMichaeloperates.You

knowit,ineedtomakesureofsomethingbefore

gettingmyselfintotrouble."Isaidseriously.Shewas

lyingonmychest,wewerebothnaked,"sounds

serious"shesaidlookingatme."notentirely...It's

quiteaneasytask.Let'sgoandtakeashower

beforelorenzostartscrying"isaid,hehadknocked

afewtimesbutweignoredhim.Sheliedbackon

mychest."yougo,I'mtired"shesaid."butyou're

lyingonmychest"isaidchuckling."I'minlovewith

yourchestMrSalvatore"shesaidchuckling."iwas

thinkingthatsinceyourbirthdayisintwoweeksand

everybodywillbehere...Whynotannouncethegreat

news.Mygrandparentswillbeheretoo"isuggested.

"soundsgood...Eventhoughyou'rehijackingmy

birthdayparty"shesaid.Iwasholdingherhand

brushingherringwithmythumb."itwillhardlytake

5minutesandthenwe'llcelebrateyourbirthdaytill

dawn"isaidkissingherhand."mmh...somethingis

notfairbytheway.Whydoesmybirthdayhavetobe



inthemiddleoftheweekwhileyoursandLorenzo's

wasonaSaturday.ihavetopartyandthengoto

workthenextday,sonotfair"shewhined."askGod,

thatmanhasasnswers.Isn'tthatwhatyoualways

say.'Godismyanswer'.LetSalvatoretakeashower

whileyou'reatit"isaidgettingoffthebedand

walkingtothebathroom."you'resoonapussydiet"

shesaidfollowingme."why?"Iasjedchuckling."

askGodabout"shesaid."ohh...isit!"Iexclaimed

chuckling.Anywayswetookaquickshowerand

thenshecalledupEllentomeetusatthepolice

stationwithinthreehours.Wespentsometimewith

Lorenzo,watchallhisfavoritecartoonsandthen

leftaround1pm.

.

"aliedetector,forreally.Youmustbekidding"she

exclaimedassoonasiexplainedittothebothof

them.

[6/3,19:10]Lynne:"what'sthebigdealaboutthis.

I'msureEllenhasgotnothingtohide.Beside,it's

justsmallvasicquestions"isaidsighingheavily."

canyouruntheplanbymealready"Ellenasked



lookingabitshaken."I'veexplainedeverything

already,what'stheretoexplain.Ijustwanttoask

youafewquestions."isaidirritated."thisway

guys"michealsaidermergingfromsomeroomwe

followedhim.

.

"howbadlydoyouwantMarkhamoutofyourlives"i

asked."Kong,yougottaaskstraightforward

questions.Questionsthatneedayesorano"

Michaeladvised."doyouwantMarkhamoutof

yourlives?"Irefraised."yes"sheansweredshortly."

I'dliketoknowifyou'renotgoingtobailhimoutthis

timebecauseicannotbewastingmyresourcesand

timeforastupidwomen"isaid."Salvatore!"Core

exclaimed."guys,makeitsnappy.Wedon'thave

muchtume.Thefirstquestionispositive"micheal

said.Anywaysiaskedherafrwmorequestionsand

theycameoutaspositive..."so,whatnow?"Core

askedasthethreeofusgotoutofthepolicestation.

"nowwewaitforKevintogetholdofthatvideo

wherehehitsyouintheshoppingcentreandyou're

goingtopresscharges.Yourlawwillbeprovided



withtheevidenceandI'llgettwoorthreeofthe

teachershesleepswithtotestifyingwhileatthat

somethingshockingwillbeplantedinhiscarand

thepolicewillgetatipoff.Youneedtogobackto

joburg.I'llgetGorgetoworkonyourcase.Askfora

protectionorder.I'llassignonebodyguardtolook

afteryou,youwillneedtoalsifileforasolecustody

whichI'msureyou'regoingtogetafterhe'sarrested.

Thatwillbeit,itwasnicetomeetyouagainEllen"

hesaidfastlythatittooksometimeformetocatch

up.Heopenedthedoorformeandthenwedrove

home.Iwasstillshocked."whatisitthatyou're

goingtoplantinhiscar?"Iaskedonourwayhome.

"thatshouldn'tbotheryou.Youwanthimbehind

barsforyearsandhe's

[6/3,19:10]Lynne:goingtogothere.Formanyyears

atthat"hesaidglancingatmethenbackattheroad.

WepassedbyDrOsborne'sofficeforacheckup

regardingmyexercisingwhichihadthoughthe

forgotaboutbuthedidn't.Thedoctorresuredus

thateverywasgoingperfectlyandtheexercising

wasactuallygoodforthefourofus.



.

Twoweeksdowntheline,itwasthedaybeforemy

birthday.Ihadjustcamebackfromthegymand

tookashower.Iwaslookingatmymothersphotos

insuchalongwhile.Eversinceicouldn'tgotoher

tombstoneandputasingleredroseandtalkallidid

wasgotbroughherphotosthroughouttheyears.

Shewassuchabeautifulwoman.Shehadgolden

brownhairjustlikeidid.Andthelighbrowncoloured

eyes."heymom..."isaidrunningmyfingerthrough

herpictures."iknowwehaven'ttalkedina

while...butyeahtomorrowI'dbespendingthe22nd

yearwithoutseeingyourface.Lifeisnotsobadasit

usedtobe,thesedaysilaughmorethanicry.Infact

myhusband,Salvatore.Doesn'tgivemeachanceto

cry.Youmustbewonderinghowhe'streatingyour

littlegirl...istillwonderif,ifyouwerealive.Would

youbecallingmeprincessormunch,pumpkinor

yourlittlegirl.DadcallsmeNathi...it'sstrange

talkingtoyouhappily.I'mactuallysmilingasilook

atyourbeautifulface...I'malsogoingtobeamother

soon.Amotherofthree,imaginethechaosand



stressbutdon'tworry.Salvatorepromisedmethat

he'llbehereallthestepoftheway...heactuallysays

I'mstubbornjustlikeyou.Ithinkthat'shilarious

becausehehasnevermetyou.Andyeswealready

haveason.Rememberhim?...itoldyouabouthim

beforehewasevenborn.HisnameisLorenzo,he's

likemyownbiologicalSon.Himandisharealotin

common...I'malsomarried.Auntwalkedmedown

theisle.Iwishedyouwerstheretoseeme,helpme

getdressedinmyweddinggown.Butdon'tworry

auntustakinggoodcareofme.Shedidherbest,

maybeI'mthewomanyou

[6/3,19:10]Lynne:Would'vewantedmetobe.

Tomorrowit'smybirthday,allthankstoSalvatore

I'vestartedcelebratingit.Iknowyouwouldhave

wantedmeto...iwishicouldshareallmyhappiness

withyou.Andyesthanksforkeepingmealive,inow

don'thateyourdecisiontokeepme.Allthanksto

Salvatoreformakingmeseethebrightersideofthe

moon...imissyoumom,it'sfunnybecauseinever

metyou...iloveyou"italkedtoherphotountilsleep

tookover.Iwaswokenupbymyvibratingphone



around00:00am.

"iwantedtobethefirstonetowishyouahappy

happybirthday.Asyourhusbandihavethatmuch

right.Happybirthdaymyheartbeatandhappymany

moretocome."themessagesaid.Itwasfrom

Salvatore,itwasnothingmuchbutitputawide

smileonmyface.Isaida"thankyou"message

back.RegardingEllen'scaseherhusbandgot

arrestedapparentlytheyfoundabagofdrugsinthe

bootofhiscar,hewasgoingtospendthenext30

yearsinprison.SoEllenwassafeatlast,atleastfor

thenext30years.

[6/3,19:11]Lynne:Page79

Cora'spov

.

Iwokeuparound5:40andmyfourbodyguards

accompaniedmetothegym.Igotmessagesand

callsfromeverydimension,peoplewerewishingme

ahappybirthday.Itseemedlikeapromisingday.

Eventhoughitwasrainingheavely.ImetwithEllen

atthegymwhohadjustmadeitbackintown.She



wasplanningonsettlingdowninJohannesburg,

findingherselfaflatnearherworkplace.Forthat

momentshewasstillstayingatherbrothersplace

whichbythewayshedidn'tknowthatiknew."really

idon'tknowhowicanthankyouguys,whatyou've

doneforme...noonewouldhavedonethatforme"

shesaidaswewererunningonthetreadmill."ohh

comeon,anybodyelsewouldhavedonethat.It'snot

likeweshiftedthewholeplanetforyou.Haveyou

foundaplacetostay?"Iasked."notyet,butI'mstill

looking,I'msureI'mgoingtofindsomethingsoon.

I'mlookingforsomethingthat'scheapbutyet

homely"shesaid."I'msureyou'regoingfind

something"isaidsteppingoffthemachine."I'llgo

andtakeabath"isaidtakingmygymbag."i

broughtclothestochangetoo,ithoughtwhatthe

hack,ialwayswastingtimegoingbacktothehouse

toshower.I'mgoingtotakeashowerhere"shesaid

takingherbag."youstillhavetwohours,unlikeme"i

saidchuckling."iwasteonehourdrivinghomeand

thenistillhavetotakeashower,it'shectic"she

saidsighingheavilywhilerollinghereyes.She

seemedfreeandhappy."youseemdifferent,ididn't



knowthatyoucouldbethisbubbly"isaidshaking

myunbelievingly."whowouldn'tbehappy,it's

rainingoutside,it'ssuchalovelyday"shesaid

raisingherhandsout."andthenyoucallmeinsane"

isaidchuckling."it'scontagious"shesaidlaughing.

"anywaysifeelsafenow,atleastigot30yearsasa

freewoman.Ihaven'tfeltsosafeinawhile.Nowi

couldgotothemallswithoutlookingbehindmy

back.Icanunworriedlyletmychildplayoutside"she

said."wellyoudeservetobefree,it'syourrightafter

all"isaidsmiling.Anywaysitookaquickshower,

wipeandmoisturizedmybodythenworemypink

Jordantracksuits,sneakersandacapalongwithmy

Gucciwatch.Appliedalittlebitofmakeup.Igotto

tgehospitaljustintime.

.

"isitmeoryoujustlookextragorgeoustoday"the

receptionistcommentedasiwalkedin."I'venoticed

too"DrFrancissaidwalkingby."ohhplease"isaid

chuckling."Pleasemakeme5copiesofthese,iowe

youone"DrFrancissaidgivingsomefiletothe

receptionist."youshouldgetanassistantMr



Francis.Youalwayowemeone."Theoldwoman

saidshakingherhead."sowhat'stheoccasion?"He

askedaswewalkeddownthecorridor."can'tagirl

lookbeautifulwithoutanyreason?."Iasked

chuckling."well...iwouldn'tknow.Happybirthday

bytheway,andineedtoshowyousomethinginmy

office.Followme"hesaid."amIintrouble?"Iasked

followinghim.Wewalkedintotheelevator."you're

suchaninquisitivewomen.You'llsee"hesaidwell

theelevatortookustotgefloorwherehisofficewas

andwewalkedinthere.Hetookoutabagandtook

outdifferenttypesofmalecologne.Putthemonhis

desk."ifyou'resellingthose,nothanks.Myhusband

hasenoughinhisclosetandhedoesn'tuseanyof

thesecolognes"isaidbrowsingthroughallofthem.

"Canipleasetalk?"Heaskedsittingdownonhis

chair."areyougoingthroughsomefinancialcrisis,i

don'tgetwhyawholedoctorwouldsellcologneson

theside.Justtakealoanorsomething"isaid

pickingeachandeveryoneupjusttocheck."cani

speaknow?"Heaskedchucklingwhileshakinghis

head."suregoahead"isaidcasually,"ibought

differenttypesofcolognesbecauseyoulooksovery



disgustedanduncomfortablewheneveryou're

aroundmeandtheotherdayyoupukedbecauseof

mycolognesoithoughtyoushouldsniffoneof

theseandtellmewhichoneisyourfavourite"he

explained.Ilookedathimforalongwhile."isn't

thatjustweird.Isthatevenappropriate?"Iasked

eyebrowsraised."why?,what'swrobginwhatI've

justdid.I'mdoingyouafavourhere.Youspend

miserable6hourworkingnearmebutifyputhinkit's

abadideathenfine.I'llthrowthesedownthedrain

andcontinueusingmycologne.HesaidsmiPage
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Iwokeuparound5:40andmyfourbodyguards

accompaniedmetothegym.Igotmessagesand

callsfromeverydimension,peoplewerewishingme

ahappybirthday.Itseemedlikeapromisingday.

Eventhoughitwasrainingheavely.ImetwithEllen

atthegymwhohadjustmadeitbackintown.She

wasplanningonsettlingdowninJohannesburg,

findingherselfaflatnearherworkplace.Forthat



momentshewasstillstayingatherbrothersplace

whichbythewayshedidn'tknowthatiknew."really

idon'tknowhowicanthankyouguys,whatyou've

doneforme...noonewouldhavedonethatforme"

shesaidaswewererunningonthetreadmill."ohh

comeon,anybodyelsewouldhavedonethat.It'snot

likeweshiftedthewholeplanetforyou.Haveyou

foundaplacetostay?"Iasked."notyet,butI'mstill

looking,I'msureI'mgoingtofindsomethingsoon.

I'mlookingforsomethingthat'scheapbutyet

homely"shesaid."I'msureyou'regoingfind

something"isaidsteppingoffthemachine."I'llgo

andtakeabath"isaidtakingmygymbag."i

broughtclothestochangetoo,ithoughtwhatthe

hack,ialwayswastingtimegoingbacktothehouse

toshower.I'mgoingtotakeashowerhere"shesaid

takingherbag."youstillhavetwohours,unlikeme"i

saidchuckling."iwasteonehourdrivinghomeand

thenistillhavetotakeashower,it'shectic"she

saidsighingheavilywhilerollinghereyes.She

seemedfreeandhappy."youseemdifferent,ididn't

knowthatyoucouldbethisbubbly"isaidshaking

myunbelievingly."whowouldn'tbehappy,it's



rainingoutside,it'ssuchalovelyday"shesaid

raisingherhandsout."andthenyoucallmeinsane"

isaidchuckling."it'scontagious"shesaidlaughing.

"anywaysifeelsafenow,atleastigot30yearsasa

freewoman.Ihaven'tfeltsosafeinawhile.Nowi

couldgotothemallswithoutlookingbehindmy

back.Icanunworriedlyletmychildplayoutside"she

said."wellyoudeservetobefree,it'syourrightafter

all"isaidsmiling.Anywaysitookaquickshower,

wipeandmoisturizedmybodythenworemypink

Jordantracksuits,sneakersandacapalongwithmy

Gucciwatch.Appliedalittlebitofmakeup.Igotto

tgehospitaljustintime.

.

"isitmeoryoujustlookextragorgeoustoday"the

receptionistcommentedasiwalkedin."I'venoticed

too"DrFrancissaidwalkingby."ohhplease"isaid

chuckling."Pleasemakeme5copiesofthese,iowe

youone"DrFrancissaidgivingsomefiletothe

receptionist."youshouldgetanassistantMr

Francis.Youalwayowemeone."Theoldwoman

saidshakingherhead."sowhat'stheoccasion?"He



askedaswewalkeddownthecorridor."can'tagirl

lookbeautifulwithoutanyreason?."Iasked

chuckling."well...iwouldn'tknow.Happybirthday

bytheway,andineedtoshowyousomethinginmy

office.Followme"hesaid."amIintrouble?"Iasked

followinghim.Wewalkedintotheelevator."you're

suchaninquisitivewomen.You'llsee"hesaidwell

theelevatortookustotgefloorwherehisofficewas

andwewalkedinthere.Hetookoutabagandtook

outdifferenttypesofmalecologne.Putthemonhis

desk."ifyou'resellingthose,nothanks.Myhusband

hasenoughinhisclosetandhedoesn'tuseanyof

thesecolognes"isaidbrowsingthroughallofthem.

"Canipleasetalk?"Heaskedsittingdownonhis

chair."areyougoingthroughsomefinancialcrisis,i

don'tgetwhyawholedoctorwouldsellcologneson

theside.Justtakealoanorsomething"isaid

pickingeachandeveryoneupjusttocheck."cani

speaknow?"Heaskedchucklingwhileshakinghis

head."suregoahead"isaidcasually,"ibought

differenttypesofcolognesbecauseyoulooksovery

disgustedanduncomfortablewheneveryou're

aroundmeandtheotherdayyoupukedbecauseof



mycolognesoithoughtyoushouldsniffoneof

theseandtellmewhichoneisyourfavourite"he

explained.Ilookedathimforalongwhile."isn't

thatjustweird.Isthatevenappropriate?"Iasked

eyebrowsraised."why?,what'swrobginwhatI've

justdid.I'mdoingyouafavourhere.Youspend

miserable6hourworkingnearmebutifyputhinkit's

abadideathenfine.I'llthrowthesedownthedrain

andcontinueusingmycologne."Hesaidsmilingbut

shrugginghisshoulders."okayfine,letmesee"i

saidtakingthecolognesonebyoneandspraying

themonmywristtosniffthem."thisoneshoulddo"

isaidgivinghim the'NYpoliceofficer'cologne."

couldn'tyouhaveoptedforsomethingelse.Thisis

thecheapestofthemall"hesaid."youaskedme,it

isn'ttheotherwayaround.Stopcryingandsuckit

uplikeaman"isaidbutmyattentionwasatthe

picturesbehindhim."areyoualwaysthisrude?"He

asked."isthisEllen,sheusedtobeslender?"I

askedpickingupthephotowhichwasframed.She

wasinherschooluniform,"yeah,shewas17...wait

aminute.YouknowEllen?"Heaskedstandingupso

intimidatingly."Yes,nobut...okayfine.Iknowher"i



saidsighingafterstuttering."ohh!Soyou'rethe

Corathatshe'sbeentalkingabout.You'rethe

gorgeouswomenwhohelpedher...whydidn'tisee

this.Thismakesperfectsense"hesaidrunning

fingersthroughhishair."therearealotofCoras

aroundtheworld."isaidputtingthephotodown."i

knowthat,butyou'retheonlyCorathatiknow

aroundthecityandthewayshedescribedyou.

There'snodoubtthatit'syou.Ithastobeyou,

becausehedescribedexactlyhowyourhusbandis

andthegym..."hesaid,iwasjustfrowning."what

areyougettingatexactly?.Nevermind.Ineedto

getsomepaperworkdoneandstudy.Soifyou'd

excuseme"isaid."Wait,I'vebeenwantingtomeet

thepeoplewhohelpedmysisterjusttosaythanks.'

Thankyouforsettingmysisterfree'abdI'dliketo

meetandthankyourhusbandinperson"hesaidso

genuinely."it'snobigdeal,it'sdoneanddusted.

Forgetaboutit,andidon'tthinkthatmyhusband

wouldbepleasedtomeetyou.You'retheleastofhis

favoritepeople.IguessI'llseeyouduringmy

rounds"isaidthenleft,heseemedabitdumbstruck.

Iwenttothereceptionistwhereifoundmybrown



bagofbreakfastalongwithabunchoftulipswhich

hadacardwritten'Happybirthdaymyheartbeat'.

Mydaygotmadebythen,"you'reoneluckyyoung

woman"MrsSmith,thereceptionistsaid."ohh

comeon,it'snothingthatbig"isaidsmilingwhile

puttingthecardbackintothebunchoftulips."it's

thesesmallgesturesthatreachouttotherootsof

theheart"shesaid."you'resuchahopeless

romanticMrsSmith"isaidchucklingandleaving.

.

"Myhusband"iansweredmyphonesmiling.Itwas

7pm,iwasonmywaytothegym."couldyoucancel

theexercisingfortonight.Theguestsareimpatiently

waiting.I'matyourapartmenttofetchyou"hesaid

fastly."reallynow?"Iaskedrollingmyeyeswhile

takinginadeepbreath."ihaven'theardyourvoice

sincelikeforeverandwhenifinallyhearit,that'sall

yousay"iasked."pleaseilmiocureobatte"hesaid

slowly."okayfine"isaidthenhungup."Connor

couldyoujustdrivestraighttomyapartment"isaid.

"yesma'am"hesaid.Wegotthere5minuteslater.

Hewassomehowinsidemyapartmentwhichihad



leftlockedearlieron,butiwasnotsuprised.Hewas

Salvatoreafterall,"what'sthehurryJoaquin.Didn't

youtellthegueststhatiknockoutlateandthei

havetogotothegym.NowI'mgoingtogetmuscle

crampstomorrow"isaidthrowingthebagsonthe

couch."ithoughtidid,anywaysithappened.I

boughtyousomething"hesaidwalkingtowardsme

withthreeshoppingbags."what'sthis,isthismy

birthdaygift?"Iaskedopeningthefirstbag.There

wasavanilobodyconand,whichlookedunforgingly

tightbutextremelysexy.Ihadnodoubtthatitwas

goingtosuitmeperfectly.Thesecondbaghad

vanilomatchinghighheelandthethirdonehada

lingerie,blackandalmostclosetonothingness

becauseitwasjuststringedbraandpanty."these

lookhighuncomfortable...ibettheycanturnany

manon"isaidlookingathimthroughwhathecalled

panties."putthenonfortonight,ihavealready

picturedyouinthem"hesaidholdingmywaist."

hurryupandtakeashower"hesaidgivingmea

peckonthelips."whileishowercouldyoubrushmy

hair"isaidopeningthewardrobeabdcomingout

withmyBrazilianweavewhichwasperfecthanging



onit'sdollhead."andhere'sthebrush"isaid

handinghimthebrush."youlookappetisingtonight.

Palatable,icouldeatyourightnow"isaid."ifthat's

abribeformakingmebrushyourwaevethenyou

bettertryharderbecauseit'snotworking."comeon,

beagoodhusbandandhelpyourwifeour.Willyou

andyoulookappetisingforreally"isaidsmiling.He

waswearingasilvergreyscotchsuitacrispywhite

shirtandablackbowtieandblackformaldesigner

shoes.

Itookthequickestshowerever,brushedmyteeth

andwrappedatowelaroundmybodybodythen

fetchedmytoiletrybagfrommygymbag.Went

backtothebathroom,moisturizedmybodythendid

mymakeup."ithinkyou'vecombedmyweavejust

fine"isaidlookingathim.Idroppeddownthetowel

towearmylingerie.Hewasstarringatmetheentire

time."whatdoyouthink"iaskedstandingupafter

puttingonmyhighheels."letmesee"hesaid

wakingtowardsme.Heheldmywaist,"don'teven

thinkaboutit"isaidpushinghimaway,hewas

tryingtokissme."let'sstayhereforalittlewhile"he



saidseriously."I'llhavetotakearaincheckonthat

idea"isaidpushinghimawayaway."I'llbewaiting

outside"hesaid."amIarousingyouthatmuch.

Ohhhmybabycan'tstandtheheat,whatdidyou

haveinmindwhenyouboughtthesenaughtydirty

strings"iaskedmockinghim."you'rewastingtime

talking"hesaidlookingathiswristwatch.Hetgen

lefttheroom.Igiggledabitthenputonmytight

sexydress.Iputonmyweave,brushedittooneside.

Appliednudelipstick,itookmyhandbagthen."let's

go"isaidafterlockingthedoor.Ifoundhim

chattingwiththebodyguardsoutside.

.

"Happybirthday"peoplescreamedassoonaswe

walkedintothehouse.icheckthetimeonmy

wristwatch,Itwas9:40pm.theywerealoteven

thoughitwasjustfamilyandclosefriends."

grandma,grandpa...myfavouritepeople"isaid

walkingtowardsthem."icouldn'tsaythesamefor

you,we'vebeenhereforthepasttwodaysandyou

haven'tcometoseeus.Notevenonce"grandma

saidfoldingherarms."sorrygrandmabutyouknow



howthemedschoolis.Tellyouwhat,myfirst

paychequeiscomingstraighttoyouguysnustto

saysorry"isaidgivingthempuppyeyes."ilikethe

soundofthatbribe"grandpasaid."ohhcomeon,i

wasjustkidding.Happybirthdaydear"grandma

saidgiggling."iknewyouwereandiwasalso

kiddingaboutmypaycheque"isaidblinkingafew

times."sillygirl"grandmasaidpullingmycheek."

i'dalsoliketowoshahappyhappybirthdaytomy

firstandlastdaughterinlaw"fatherinlwawsaid

comingfrombehindme."father...mother"isaidina

greetingmanner."HappybirthdayCora"Joaquin's

motheraaid."thankyoumotherinlaw"isaid

smiling.Sheseemedsomehowoff,maybeunhappy.

"isn'tshejustbeautifully"fathersaid."excuseme"

motherinlawsaidthenwalkedaway."what'swrong

withher?"Grandmotheraskedfrowning."imustsay,

ireallyneverlikedthatwo---"canistealherfora

moment"amandasaidalreadypullingmebymy

hand."happybirthdaybitch"myfriendsscreamed

giggling.Theywerestandinginacirclewithglasses

ofchampagneintheirhands."thankyougirfriends"

isaidsmiling."sowherearemygifts.Don'ttellme



youdidn'tgetmeanygifts"isaidtiltingmyheadto

theside."don'tworry.Wegotyousomethingwhick

willbeworthyourwhile"divyasaidpickingupagift

bagandhandingitovertome.Itookitapeeked

inside."fuck..."imurmureddroppingthegiftbag

down."areyouguysdrunk?...whoseideawasthis?"

Iaskedfrowningandfoldingmyarms."wellweall

cameupwiththisidea.Isn'tthatsuchaperfectgift.

Weallknowhowpregnantwomengetshorneyso

wethoughtweshouldgetyoumachinicalfixjustin

caseMrSalvatoregetstiredofgettingitup"priya

explained.Myeyeswerepoppedout,jawsdropping.

Theyboughtmeafuckingdildo."you'reclearly

drunk...butifyouwantedtobuyadildo.You

should'veatleastboughtmeamuchbiggerand

longersizebecauseThisisnothingclosetothe

reallythingmysweethearts"isaidfakesmilingat

them,ithenleftthemgagging."ouch!"Esihle

exclaimed.Ijustsmiledandjoinedtheguysintheir

circle."Mbuthodidyougetyourwifefromamental

asylumsorwhat?"Iasked."isometimeswonder

too"hesaidandweallgiggled."thebirthdaygirl

looksstunningtonight"Michaelsaid."happy



birthdayCora,imustsayyoulookquitegorgeous"

hesaidaswehugg."thabkyouguys"isaid."idon't

usuallycomplimentotherpeople'swomanbuti

mustsayyoulookreallylookbeautiful"Rajeshsaid

huggingme."Okthat'sit.I'veheardenough"

Salvatoresaidseparating.us.Theyalljustlaughed

athim,"letmeleaveyouguys"isaidwalking

towardsmyparentswhohadjustemergedfroma

passageleadingtotheguestroomsdownstairs."i

wasstartingtothinkthatyoudidn'tmakeit"isaid

smilingatthem."happybirthdaymybaby"mom

saidhuggingme."ihopeyousawyourgifts"she

said."ihaven'treceivedanygiftssinceI'vearrived.

What'sgoingonvele?"Iaskedfrowning."they've

beenputawayinthelibrary"shesaid."Hifather"i

saidsquirtingdowninfrontofhim."Happybirthday

Nathi"fathersaid."thankdad"isaidsmiling.

.

"mayigetyourattentioneveryone?"Salvatoresaid

hittingtheemptyglasswithaspoon.Hewassitting

nexttomeonthelongtable.Everybodywassettled

downandthewaitresseswereservingus.Hehelped



meup,holdingmyhand."Papà,saraidinuovoun

nonno(Papayou'regoingtobeagrandpaagain)"he

saidsmilingathisfather."excuseme,beforethis

conversationgoesanyfurtherdoesanyonecareto

translate"Mbuthointrudedbeforefatherinlwaw

couldsayanything.

I'mgoingtobeagrandpaeveryonecongratulations

son"fathersaidstandingup.HecametoSalvatore

andhuggedhim."I'mgoingtobeagreatgrandma,

finnally"grandmasaidsmiling.congratulations

weresharedaroundthetable."andwearenotjust

expectingonebutthreemusketeers"Salvatore

added."wow,youdidn'ttellusthisCora"amanda

said."wait,sosomeofyoualreadyknew?"Siboniso

asked.Wellwehadasmallargumentaboutthat,the

guyswerebreathingdownonSalvatorefornot

tellingthem.Isignalledatesihletospeakupbutshe

shookherhead'no'.Welliletherbe.Wehadour

maincoursemealtillwehaddessert."iboughtmy

wifealittlegift,whichI'dliketogivetoherbefore

shefallsasleeponthistable.Ifyou'dguyscouldjust

accompyusoutside"alonzosaid."whatis?"Iasked



ashehelpedmestandup."you'llsee"hesaid

coveringmyeyeswithhishandsasheleadme

towardsthemaindooreverybodywasfollowing

behind.Heopenedthedoor."becareful"hesaid.

Heremovedhishandsandwewerestandinginfront

ofblackjeepwranglerunlimited4x4,ithadabigred

ribbononthebonnet.Ilookedathimhimfrowning

withquestioningeyesthough.Hereachedouttohis

pantspocketandcameoutwithcarkeys."Happy

birthdayilmiocureobatte"hesaidhandingmethe

carkeys."it'smine?"Iaskedunbelievingly.He

nodded,"thankyou,thankyouthankyou"i

screamedkissinghimallovertheface."openit"he

said.Andididfastly,itsmeltfreshly,brandnew.The

interiordesignwasredleatherwithfeaturesofblack.

Theoutlineofthestitchesbeautifullybare."Youlike

it?"Heasked."areyoukiddingme,I'minlovewithit"

isaidloudly.

.

Goodnightpeople.Unedited

[6/3,19:11]Lynne:Continuing



Cora'spov

.

"happybirthdaytoyou

Happybirthdaytoyou

HappybirthdaydearCora

Happybirthdaytoyou

Howoldareyounow... "

Wellafterreceivingthebiggestgiftofmylife.We

wentbackinsidethehousetocutthecake.

Everybodywassittingdownaroundthetable.Which

wascleared,hadonlyafewglassesofchampagne

andsnacksandthenmycake.Whichhadasingle22

designedcandle,everybodywassingingexceptfor

Salvatorewhowasstarringatmetheentiretime.

Hiseyesweresodeeponmyskin,iwonderedwhat

wasgoingoninhismind.Iwaslookingintohiseyes,

smiling."makeawish"grandmasaidafterthey

stoppedsinging.Iclosedmyeyes,madeawishthen

blewoffthecandle.Theyclappedafterthat,andthe

thecakewascut.Ifeltlikealittlekidonceagain.I



hadeverythingihaddreamedof,everythingwas

completeandgoingwell.Icouldn'thaveaskedfor

anythingbetterthanthat."ihavesomethingthatI'd

likesay"Esihlesaidstandingupfastly.Itwaslike

somebodypushedhimorsomething.Iknewexactly

whatwascoming,thegirlsknew.Amandagulped

herglassofchampagne."I'm...I'm,nevermind"she

saidsittingdown."No,goahead.I'msureeveryone

wouldbethrilledtohearwhatyouwanttosay.Go

ahead,speakup"isaidtryingtoencourageher.She

stoodupandlookedathermotherthenherolder

brother,Sandile."I'mgoingtobeamother,I'm

pregnant"shesaid,therewassilenceinaroundthe

tableforalittlewhile."you'rejokingright"Nomsa,

hermothersaidchucklingunbelievingly."NoI'mnot,

I'mseriouslypregnant"shesaidlookingather,eyes

filledwithfearwhichididn'tfathomatthemoment."

couldn'tyou'veannouncethisathome.Wasityour

plantoembarrassmehere...WHO'STHEFATHER?"

sheasked,noshesnapped."I'mthefather"tiaxiang

saidstandingup,holdingEsihle'shand."ofcourse,

whydidn'tiseethisonecoming.Esihledidn'titell

youtostopseeingthisboy...youneverlisten.Look



atyounow,pregnantbeforemarriege.Hewon'teven

marryyou...yourfatherwouldbesodisappointedin

you.I'mevenasha---"Don'tdragmyfatherintothis

mother,iamsayingthatI'mproudofgetting

pregnantbeforemarriagebutI'mnotashamed

either,marriedornot...Liandiloveeachother.I

don'tregretevergettingpregnant,infactI'mgladI'm

pregnant.iknewyou'dreactthisway.I'mtiredof

livingmylifeaccordingtoyourrules,youcan'trectify

yourmistakesthroughmylife.Ihaveeveryrightto

choosehowilivemylife,I'mtiredofsaccumbingto

yourselfishness."Esihlesaidcrying,"youwillnot

talktomeinthatmanneryounglady,sitdownwhen

youtalktome"Nomsasaidthroughgrittedteeth."

nottodaymother,I'vehadenough.I'mfedup,why

can'tyoujustletmelivemylifetgewayiseefit.Why

me?,mybrothersgettomakeeachandevery

decisionforthemselvesandihavetobethegood

sweetdaughter.Godthroughmommyfirst,I'mfed

upofhavingtohidemytummy.Havingtosneek

behindyourbackjusttomeetmyboyfriend.I'm

tiredofyougettingtochoosefriendsforme,and

thosestupidpotentialhusbandsyousetmeupwith.



I'm6monthspregnant,suckituplike...youcango

tohellforallican"shespokeherheartout.The

sweetlittlekindheartedionceknewallgone.Just

likethat,shethenraisedupherbigshirtthenuntied

thecorsetsonebyone.Everybodywasexclaiming

aroundthetable."thereitis"shesnapped."I'M

STILLYOURMOTHERESIHLEDLAMINI!"she

snappedstandingupangrily.Trypokingapregnant

womanthenyou'llknowwhatfirepiercingthrough

yourskinfeelslike."I'moutofhere"shesaid

walkingtowardsthedoor.Tiaxiangfollowedhim,"

Esihle!.Esihle...don'tyoudarewalkoutonme.

Don'tleavewiththatboy!"Shescreamedfollowing

esihlewhowaswalkinglikeaflamingo."I'llgoand

checkonmother"Sandilesaidfollowingthem."

Wow,whatawaytogo"fatherinlwawsaidsighing."

whowantsthecake"Salvatoresaidstandingupto

cutthecake."I'mgoingtoneedamorelargerpiece"

Sibonisosaid."aren'tyousupposedtobefollowing

yourmother?"Iaskedfrowning."icouldaskthe

sameaboutyourhusband."Hesaidlookingat

Salvatore."we'renotthatclose,justbecausei



forgaveherdoesn'tmeanthatI'mherconsoller

now...don'tstartwithme"hesaidcasually.

Everybodylaughed,"itwasabouttimeEsihle

bursted"Sandilesaid,moreliketohimself.

Everybodylookedathim,buthesaidnothing

furthermore.Thefourthatleftnevercameback,"

Cora,aren'tyoujustadramaqueen?"Mbuthoasked.

"me?.WhathaveIdonenow"iaskedfrowning."i

meanfromthedramathathasjustunfoldedit'sonly

evidentthatthisdaywasmadefordramaqueens"

hesaid,everyonelaughed."Hey,stoplaughingand

whyisn'tthereanybottleofjuicehere?"iasked

standingup."whereareyougoing"amandaasked."

togetmyselfaglassofjuice"isaid."he'srightyou

know,you'reareallydramaqueen.Thereareto

waitressesandyetyou'regoingtogetyourselfa

glassofjuice"shesaid,iheardthemgiggle.

.

Salvatore'spov

.

"ithoughtyou'dgoafteryourlover"isaidtofather



asiwasaccompanyinghimtohiscar."mindyour

tonguePal"hesaidseriously."comeon,everyone

knowsthatyoutwoarebacktogether.Iguess

motherisafasthealer,ithasn'tbeenthatlongsince

herhusbandpassedawayandnowshe'swarming

upyourbed"isaidfoldingmyarms."wehassex

justacoupleoftimesandthenshedecidedshe

didn'twanttoanymore.Stoptalkingsobadlyabout

yourmother,thatwomanhasbeenthroughalot.I'm

seeingsomeoneelsenow,it'sabouttimeimovedon.

Shewasneverminetohave,I'veacceptedthatfact"

hesaid."idon'treallyunderstandyourgamePapa.

Shelovedyoulikecrazyandyoutooandnowthat

youfinallyhavethechancetobetogether'shewas

neveryourstokeep'.What'sthisreally?,whatare

youplayingat"Iaskedfrowning."youwon't

understand,sometimesloveisnotenough"hesaid.

"yeahyou'reright.Idon'tunderstand"isaidshaking

myhand."anyways,goodnight.Takecareof

yourselfandmydaughterinlaw"hesaidpattingmy

shoulder."whenamImeetingyournewgirlfriend?"I

askedashegotinsidehiscar."ifthingsworksout"

hesaidthenclosedhisdoor."ifthingsworks?..."i



talkedtomyselfasimadeitbacktothehouse.

Everybodywasgone,grandma,grandpaandCora's

parentshadgonetobed.IfoundCoratalkingonthe

phoneasiwalkedintoourbedroom.Shewas

standinginfrontofthedressingtable.

.

"goodbyeConn"isaidgigglingthehungup,Connie

andCharlescouldn'tcomebecausetheyhadexams.

"so...iguessyouknewaboutEsihle'spregnancy"he

saidholdingmywaistfrombehind."it'samaybe"i

said."okay...ifyoudidthenwhywaymsikeptinthe

dark?"Heaskedkissingmybareshoulder."itwasn't

myplacetodoso...shewasn'tready.Andiwas

suprisedyoudidn'tjumptoTiaxiang'sneck"isaid

lookingathimthroughthemirror."Tiaxiangandi

willhaveamanlytalkwhichisoftonoconcernto

you.Hewillmarrymysister"hesaidthoughtfully."

that'salittlebitrude...anywaysareyougoingto

forcethepoorguy?"Iaskedturningaroundtoface

him."likeisaid...manlytalk"hesaidshortly."I'm

goingtobed"isaidwalkingtowardsbed.Iputmy

phoneonthesidestandoftheheadboard.Then



tookoffmyhighheelsaftersittingdown,hewas

takingoffhissuit.Itookoffmydress."myfeetare

swollen"isaidwalkingtowardscloset.Ihungmy

dressperfectlythenwentintothebathroomto

removemymakeupandbrushmyteeth.Ithengot

undercovers,hewentintothebathroomthencam

backafewminuteslater.Hewaswearinghisboxers

only,andiwaswearingmylingerie"letmeseeyou

feet"hesaidremovingthecovers.Hestarted

massagingmyfeet,"theselookperfectlyfinetome"

hesaid."Salvatore?..."icalledouthisname."mmh

"hesaidconcentratingonmyfeet."whydidn'tyou

singtomeearlieron,ihaven'tevenheardyousay

happybirthday"isaid."ididsayhappybirthday

whenihandedyouthecarkeys.Iwroteamessage

andacard,comeon"hesaidsighing."okaybutyou

haven'tsingtome"isaid."youwantmetosing?"

Heasked.Inodded,"it'shardbeingahusband.Soi

mustwriteatextmessage,acard,say'happy

birthday'butallthatisstillnotenough?"Heasked."

iwanttosleep,pleasesing"isaidsmilingathim."i

haveanidea"hesaidstandingupandWalking

towardsthemusicplayer.Hetouchedhisphoneand



thenasongstartedplaying.Heloweredthevolume

thetookthemicrophone.

beautiful,beautifulnoothername

Iknewfromthemomentyoucame

Iseeinyoureyesthedawnofthedaybut

Nothingwouldeverbethesame

Feelmyheartbeatingthroughmychest

I'llgetusedtojustsayingyes

YesI'llloveyouwithalliam

Yestonightiswhenwebegin

Yoouumiwannadancewithyou

Yoooouu.... "hestartedsingingalong"comeon

let'sdancemhesaidgettingontopofthebed.He

pulledmeup,myeyeswerepoppedout."whatare

youdoing?"Iaskedgiggling. ipromiseI'llstand

foryou.ohohohYoouuuuI'ddoanythingforyou

Tonightmyloveralliwant,iwannasingforyou.

YeahHappybirthdaybaby,happybirthdaytoyou.

Happybirthdaybaby,happybirthdaytoyou



Wrapyouinlovefortherestofmydays

Prayyoufindjoythroughpain

Ican'tprotectyoufromeveryheartbreak

Theworldisn'teasythatway

.

I'llbethereforyouwhenyoucall

Letmepickyouupwhenyoufall

YesI'llloveyouwithalliam

Yestonightiswhenwebegin

Youuuuiwannadancewithyou

YoouuuipromiseI'llstandforyou

YoouuuI'ddoanythingforyouohyesohyeah

Tonightmyloveralliwant,iwannasingforyou.Oh

I'llsingforyou

Happybirthdaybaby,happybirthdaytoyou

Happybirthdaybaby,happybirthdaytoyou

Oohhhohhhohh



BeautifulbeautifulnoothernameIknewfromthe

momentyoucame. hewassingingwhiletwirling

mearound,alittlebitofjumpingfromthereand

there.Iwasgigglinglikeachild."happybirthday

Cora"

Hesaidcatchinghisbreathafterthesongwasover.

"whatwasthat?"Iaskedsmiling."ihopeyou're

happynow"hesaidholdingmyneck."overjoyed"i

saidfallingonmybacbackdowninbed."howare

mysingingskills?"Heaskedsleepingonmyside."

perfect...thankyou,forthebestbirthdayever"isaid.

"let'smakeitevenmorebetter"hesaidputtinghis

handsonvalleyoffire."ohboy"isaidlaughing.He

camecloserforakiss.

.
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Salvatore'spov

.

"Hey...wakeup,it's6am"iwhisperedintocora'sear.

"15moreminutes"shemurmuredtiredly."you've

beensayingthatforthepast30minutes,you'llbe



late"isaidsoftly."ishouldwakeupandgotothe

gymorelseI'llbelateforthehospital"she

murmured,"ishouldgetoutofbed"shewhispered."

yes,youshouldwakeup"isaidchuckling."please

letmesleep"shesaidpullingthecoversoverher

head."I'llcallthehospitalandtellthemyouwon'tbe

abletomakeittoday"isaidtakingmyphone.Imade

thecallthemliedbackdownafterpullingdiwnthe

coverstoseeherfaceasshesleeped.Wewereboth

tiredafternightbefore'slovemakingorrather

morningbecausewesleptaround2am.Iendedup

fallingasleeptoo.

.

Cora'spov

.

Iwaswokenupbytheloudknockonthedoor.I

openedupmyeyesandSalvatorewassoundasleep

nexttome.Icheckedthetimeonthewallandit

was9:30am,neverhadieverinmylifeslepttillthat

late."who'sthere"iaskedgettingoutofbed."it's

MrsS,youcan'tsleeptillthislate.Breakfastis



gettingcold"grandmashoutedoutsidetheroom."

mmh,okay...we'recominggrandma"isaid."hurry

up,youhaveexactlytenminutestogetdownhere"

shesaid."yesgrandma"isaidsoftly,ihadaslight

headache."Salvatore!,wakeup."Isaidhittinghis

bareback.heopenedhishazelblueeyes,"wehave

exactlytenminutes"isaidwalkingtothebathroom.

Iputonmyshowercapthenshowered,myhairstyle

neededrenewing."whenisgrandmaleavingagain"

heaskedjoiningmeintheshower."youaskher"i

saidlaughing."pleasedon't"isaidyankinghishand

ashewastryingtotouchme."whatnow"heasked

sighingheavily."I'msimplyfollowinggrandma's

ordersplusI'mstilltiredfromlastnight's...youknow

what.Youknowthatyourgiantcucumberalways

leavemyvalleyoffireinneedoftheCPR"isaid."i

cankissitbetter"hesaidholdingmywaist,he

pinnedmeagainsttheglass."Joaquin"isaidloudly

andfirmly."comeon,iknowyouwantto"hesaid

takingmyhandandmakingmeholdhisgiant

cucumber.Heattackedmewithatantalising

breathtaking,roughkisswhichleftmebreathless."

grandmawill---..."forgetaboutgrandma"hesaid



pullingkneelingdowninfrontofme.Heputoneof

mylegsonhisshouldersandatemypussylike

crazy."mmh...ahhyes,ahh,ahh,mmh,yesbaby"i

keptonscreamingandmoaning.Mykneesfeltso

weak,hecamebackupandkissedmeanditasted

mysaltishjuicesonhislips.Ourbreathing

escalatingwitheveryminutepassingby,everything

washappeningsofastthatthenextthingiknewhe

wasfuckingmehardandiwasscreaminghisname,

myfinfersdiggingintohismasculinebuiltback.I

cumfirstandhefollowed.Mykneescouldn'tcarry

meanymore,isliddownonshowerfloor.

.

"isyourmathematicssopoorthatyouturned10

minutesinto40?"Grandmotheraskedaswewalked

downstairs."comeonnonna,wewerestillfeeding

yourgrandchildren"Salvatoresaidholdingmywaist.

Hewasbehindme,"whenyourbreakfastisicecold

intheoven,tellmehowexactlywereyoufeedingmy

grandchildrenormaybeyou'vegotakitcheninyour

bedroom"grandmaaskedfirmly."wewerefeeding

themthemantowomankindofway"hesaid."shut



upAlonzo,soshameless"grandmasaidhittinghis

head."ouch,grandma!"Alonzoexclaimed."Cora

mustbestarving,goandhaveyourbreakfast.And

don'tforgettotakeyoupills.Ineedthosekidswith

strongbones"shesaidwalkingupstairs.Wewarmed

upourbeakfastandate,"I'mtakingyououtfora

ride"isaiddippingmychipsintoasmallbowlof

catchup."mmh,ilikethesoundofthat...iwonder

whereLorenzois."Hesaidlookingaround."youhid

myboyawaylastnight,ithoughtI'dfindhimrunning

around.Hedidn'tevenhavethecake"isaidlooking

athim "don'tlookatmelikethat,youcameback

late.Hefellasleepiguess"hesaidshrugginghis

shoulders."speakofthedevil"hesaidlookingat

thestaircases.Alonzowasascendingdownthe

stairs,"babyLore"isaidwalkingtowardshim.He

lookedrathertiredandwornout."mommy"hesaid

holdinghistummy."hey,what'swrong.Areyou

sickmdoesyourtummyhurt?"Iaskedpickinghim

up."mytummyhurtsalotmommy"hesaidand

thenhestartedtocry."ohhnoo,youmustbe

comingdownwithflue,I'lltakeyoutothedoctor.

Don'tcry,petunia!,couldyougetmeLorenzo's



medicationbagplease"iscreamed."yourheadisa

littlebithottoo,Alonzowhydidn'tyoutellmethat

Lorenzoissick"iaskedputtingmyhandonhishead.

"hewasperfectlyfinewhengewenttobedlast

night"hesaid."Letmesee"hesaidtakinghim."

stopexaggeratingthing,hisheadisperfectlyfine.

I'msurethetummyacheisnormalsincehestillhas

gotsometeethcomingormaybeit'ssomethinghe

ate"hesaid.Ilookedathimforalongtime,"fine,

wewillgotoseeadoctor"hesaidraisinghishands

up."he'scry,calmhimdownwillyou"Isaidthenate

mybreakfast."buddy,stopcryingnow.Grownup

mandon'tcry.Let'sgoandgetyourmedication."he

saidwalkingtowardsthestaircaseswithhim.Sothe

ridewascancelled.Iwentupstairsandtookmy

calcium,ironandvitaminsupplementswhichwere

sohorrible.Sometimesthey'dmakemefeellike

vomiting.Theridewascancelledandwetook

Lorenzotothedoctorandiwenttothesalon.

Plaitedmyhairanddidmynails,theywerejustshort

almostnaturallikenails.Iliketobelievethatiwasa

simplekindagirl.Wecamebacktothehouse

around2pm,iwalkedintothesuitcaseswhichwere



bythedoor."whosebagsarethose?"Iasked

walkingtothesittingroom.Whereifoundmy

parentsandgrandparentsandEsihlewatching

television."yourlunchisinthemicrowave,the

orderedoneisintherefrigerator.Havethemboth

becauseiwillnothaveyouthrowawayfood"

grandmasaidassoonasshesawme."thanks

grandma,eventhoughI'vealreadyhadmylunch"i

murmuredthelastpart."Coracanwetalkfora

minute"Esihlesaidstandingup."wherearemy

grandsons?"Grandpaasked."they'recoming

grandpa,alonzoisstilltalkingwiththedriverwho's

goingdrivemyparentshome"isaidwalkingtowards

thekitchen,Esihlewasfollowingme."so,what's

up?"Iaskedputtingmyhandbagonthekitchen

counter."I'dliketoapologiseforthedramathati

causedyesterday.Imusthaveruinedyourspecial

day.I'Msosorry,ididn'tknowthatthingswouldturn

outlikethat.Ijustthoughtthatshe'dbehappyfor

me,trynottocauseascenebutiguessiwas

wrong"shesaidsighingheavilywhilerollinghereyes.

Shelookedagitatedandswaety."Here,haveaglass

ofwater"isaidofferingheraglassofstillwater.She



tookitanddrank"thanks"shesaiddrawingindeep

breath."sitdown,youlooklikesomeonewho's

goingtofaintanymomentfromnowon"isaid,she

setdownonahighchair."howcouldipossiblycalm

downwhenihavenoplacetostay,motherkicked

meoutofherhouseCora.Ihavenowheretogo"

shesaidthenstartedtocry."Hey,don't

cry...everythingisgonnabeokay.WhatdidSandile

andSibonisosayaboutthis"iasked.Pullingherin

forahug.Shewasleaningonmychest."bhut'

Sandiledoesn'twanttoseemyface.He'son

mother'ssidelikealways.Iwenttohisplacehoping

thathe'dletmeinbuthekickedmeouttoo.

Siboniso,youknowhowsmallhishouseis.Icouldn't

havegonetherebesideshe'salwaystryingtoavoid

fighting.Ididn'twanttodisturbhispeacetgusi

camehere.You'remyonlyhope,untilifindaplace

tostay.IpromiseI'llbeoutofyourhousewithina

weekortwo"shesaidlookingupatmewithteary

eyes.Iwipedhertears."stopcrying,I'llgoandtalk

toyourbrother.I'msurehewouldn'tmind,this

houseishugeanyways.Itsometimesfeelssolonely,

wecoulduseanothertwopeople"isaidlookingat



her,shesmiledabit."howisyourbabydoingdown

there?"Iasked."fine,iguess"shesaidshrugging."

letmegoandtalktoJoaquin."isaidwalkingout,i

foundAlonzoinfrontofthemaindoor.The

limousinewasalreadythere.HewastalkingtoRob,"

canihaveawordwithyou"iasked,hetookafew

stepstowardsme."what'sup?"Heasked,putting

Lorenzodown.Goandsleepinyourroombuddy,

mommywillcomeandsingyoualullaby."hesaid.

Lorenzodraggedhisfeetintothehouse."wehave

Esihleinside,shejusttoldmethathermotherkicked

heroutofthehouse,Sandilewantsnothingtodo

withherandasweknow.Siboniso'shouseistoo

small.Soyou'reherlasthope"iexplained."what

aboutTiaxiang,whycan'tshegoandstaywithhim?"

Heaskedputtinghishandsinhispockets."you

knowthatEsihleisaverytraditionalZulugirl.She

doesn'tbelieveinstayingwithamanbefore

marriage.Thepoorgirlisdevastatedinsidethe

house,she'ssoemotionalwrecked.Herhormones

areallovertheplace,ihaveenoughhormonalissues

goingon.Ican'tdealwithacryingwomanrightnow.

You'reherbrother,pleasegoandtalktoher."Isaid



firmly."sheknowsthattiaxiangdoesn'tbelieveor

wanttogetmarried.What'sthepointinupholding

hermoralsafterthemilkisalreadyspilled.Idon't

understandhowyouwomenthinksometimes,some

womenaresostupidandnaive.Idon'tevengethow

shefellpregnantinthefirstplace.Nowigot

emotionstonurse''hesnappedalittlebit"amI

alsoincludedinthose'women'becauseifiamthen

allhellwillbreakloseSalvatore"isaidfoldingmy

arms."ofcoursenot"hesaidsighingheavily."let

megoandtalktoSihle"hesaidthenwalkedinside.

.

"icameherewiththehopeofspendingsomequality

timewithyoubuttheyouhadtogotothemall.We

hardlysaidawordtoeachotherandnowI'mleaving

"momsaidafterwesharedahug.Wewerestanding

onthesideonthelimousines.Dadandthebags

werealreadyinside."I'llcomeandseeyouthese

comingholidays,ipromise.I'msosorrywedidn't

getthatmuchtimetospeak.Butwe'llFaceTime,I'll

goveyouupdatesaboutthepregnancy."isaid

smiling."I'llbewaiting"shesaidthenhuggedme



onemoretime."byefather,byemom"isaid

peepinginsidethecar."takecareofyourselfNathi"

fathersaidwaving.Momgotinsidethecarandthen

Robdroveout.AndthenSalvatorecamerushing

towardstheBMWx6thatwasalsoparkedinsidethe

house."whereareyougoingto?"Iaskedfollowing

himbehind."ineedtohaveawordwithTiaxiang.

Mysisteriscryingbecauseofhim.Getbackinside

thehouse"hesaidgettingintothecar.Hethen

droveoff.Iwasleftinanawe,"yourbrothercanbe

insanesometimes.Letsmeorderdinner,his

grandmaisactuallyaperfectcookthatmyfood

wouldtastelikepoison"isaidwalkinginsidetge

kitchenwheretherewasEsihle.Whowasbusyon

herphone."Joaquinisalsoagreatcook"shesaid

lookingatmewithafrown."uesbityouknowhow

loveisblind.Hewon'tcriticizemycookingevenifi

addedsandandstones"isaid,shelaughedabitbut

thentheseriousfacewasback."whatifJoaquin

hurtsTiaxiang.I'vebeentryingtocallhimtowarn

himbuthe'snotpickingupmycalls"shesaid."

Alonzowouldn'thurtTiaxiang,okay.Maybejusta

littlebitbutTiaxiangalsohashiskungfukicksand



allthatstaff"isaidlaughing."thisisreallylifeCora,

TiaxiangissotinyvomparedtoSalvatore.Hemight

breakhisbones"shesaidpacingupanddown."he

washisfriendbeforehebecamehisbrotherinlaw.

Justrelax,I'msurethey'regoingtohaveamanto

mannormaltalk...ofimayask,whathasgedoneto

upsetAlonzosomuch?"Iaskedswitchingonthe

microwavetowarmupmyhomecookedlunch,"

we'reactuallytakingabreak,wefoughtlastnight.I

blamehimforthewholething,howcomeigot

pregnanteventhoughiwasoninjection.Hemust

haveaddedsomethingstrongtohissystem.

Sometimesisuspectthathegotmepregnanton

purpose.AfewweeksbeforeIgotpregnantihad

suggestedthatbreakupbecauseourrelationshipis

clearlygoingnowhere.Herefusedandbegged.I

gaveinhelplessy.Hecouldseethatiwasdragging

myfeet.wenttoKoreatwodayafterthat,Hecame

backandthenafewweekslater'I'mpregnant'

coincidence?.No,idon'tthinkso"sheexplained."so

hewantstokeepyoubutdoesn'twanttoget

married?"Iaskedfrowning,shejustsighed.



.

5monthslater

.

Sohereiwaspushingmyheaviestbabypumpor

ratherparachutes.ItwasNovemberandiwasbusy

packingmyclothesreadytogohome.Theuniversity

wasclosingthenextdaywhichmeantnoresidency

untilnextthefollowingyear.Whichwasgoingtobe

mylastyearofresidencyandthenI'dhaveto

volunteeratanotherpublichospital.Iwascarrying

twobabygirlsandaboy.Myfeetwereswollen,i

lookedlikehell.ActuallyIwassupposedthenext

daybutimissedAlonzosomuch.Icouldalready

smellhiscologneandenvisionmyheadonhise

Warmbroadchest.Hehandstrokingmyhairgently.

WellEsihleandTiaxiangtiedtheknotafterthatman

tomantalkwhichleadtoSalvatorecomingback

withableedingnoseandTiaxiangablackeyeand

swollenlips.Itwassohilarious,theygotmarried

withgreatdifficultythough.Thebridepricewasso

highbutitwasjustpeanutsaccordingtoTiaxiang



eventhoughhehatedpayingit.Itwasmorelike

buyingEsihletohim.Shegavebirthtoahealthlittle

girl,hisfathernamedherOmuhle.Shewascurrently

twomonthsold,socuteandlittle.

Mysuitcasewouldn'tlock,igotsofrustratedthati

tookmyhandbagandlefttheroom."let'sgo,I'llget

myclothestomorrow"isaidtomybodyguardwhile

lockingthedoor."yesma'am"theysaidinunison.

Wewalkedwalkedintotheelevatorandtheninto

thecars.IwasridingwithSamianandDumisani

whileConorandZakesleadthewaywiththeother

car..."whatelsecouldido,imissyou"isaidtaking

withAlonzoonthephone."youmissmeormy

cologneandcheck,let'sbehonesthere."Hesaid

chuckling."no,ireallyreallydomissyou.Thewhole

you,Icouldn'tspendanothernightwithoutyou"i

saodsmilingasificouldseehim."okay,igetit.It's

yourthingtosugarcoatthingsthesedays."Hesaid."

noI'mnot,actuallylet'stalkinperson.We'vejust

takentheroadthatleadsthere.I'llbetherewithin10

minutes"isaidchuckling."youwanttolookmein

theeyeswhileyoulie?"Heaskedlaughing."No



i...whyhasthecarstopped.What'sgoingon"i

askedasourcarstoppedbecausethefrontonjust

did.Theroadwasseparatesinceitleadtoourhome

only,itwasjustasinglecarroad."letmecallupthe

guys"Dumisanisaidonthepassenger'sside.Iwas

attheback."hello,Cora...what'sgoingon.What's

happening?Areyouokay?"Salvatoreasked

soundingsoworriedonthephone."iamfine,idon't-

---andthentherewasanopeninggunshotfromthe

front."hitreverse,reverse"Dumisanisaidto

Samianwhoquicklydidthatbutthenwehitatruck

attheback."Cora,whathappened...talktome.

honey"hekeptonspeakingmyphonewasdropped

onthesit.Isearchedforitpanicking."we'rebeing

attackedSalvatore.Guns,they'reshootingatus,

pleasesaveme!"Iscreamedholdingthephonewith

myshakinghand.Thenexttheiknewgunswere

blazzingatourstuckcar."Sam,Dumi!"Iwhispered.

Salvatorewasbusytalkingonthephonewhichwas

downthecarfloor.Thegunshotsweresuddenly

quiteandsowasDumitheSam,thefrontcarwasin

fire.ItriedtoreachoutforSambutmyhandcame

backwithblood,thesamehappenedwithDumi."



bloodbloodblood,Salvatorethere'sblood

everywhere"iscreamedlookingatmybloodred

hands.Andthenmydooropened."HelloStar"aman

wearingabalaclavaandatuxedosaid.Hehadan

injectioninhishand."pleasedon'thurtme"isaid

movingawaybutthenotherdooropened.Ifeltthe

neddlepiercingintomyneckandthenlightsout.

[6/3,19:12]Lynne:Continuing

Cora'spov

.

Iopenedupmyeyes,myheadstingingandaching

sohard.Itwassoheavythatmyeyesfeltlikethey'd

fallout.Thethesunlightwashittingmyeyesso

brightly,ilookedaround.Tryingtofigureoutwhere

iwasbutunfortunately,icouldn'tfigureitout.Itried

tositupright,myhandwascuffedtotheheadbed

railings.Myotheronewasfree,itouchedmytummy

whichfeltnormal.Itwasstillasmuchbigasitwas.I

leanedontherailings,itwassocoldandtherewere

noblanketsinthebed.Justthebaseandmattress,

theroomlookedsooldandwallsburnedout,there



wasdustinonthefloor.TheWindowswerebroken,

allicouldseewastheblueskyoutside."help,help"i

triedtoscreambutmyvoicewasnowherenear

beingheard.Itcameoutasawhisperandwhiz.My

throatwassodryandharsh.Iwasstarving,i

couldn'trememberwhathappened.Ihadvivid

memoriesoftheattack,myheadwasalloverthe

place."MrsSalvatore...iseeyou'reawake"aman

saidwalkinginsidetheoldroom,hewaswearinga

balaclavaandatuxedo.Thenitallcamebacktome,

"whoareyou,whatamIdoinghere.Whatdoyou

want----"shutup,shutthefuckupmyouslut"the

manscreamedangrily.Hewassoscarythati

almostpeedonmyself,ikeptquietforawhile."

pleasejustletmego,myhusbandhasmoney.He

willpayyouwhateveryouwant.Pleaseletmego"i

askedsoftly,"isaidshutthehellup,idonotneed

yourhusband'shandouts.Iworkhardformymoney.

AndyoumydearStarlightisgoingtobringmeloads

ofcash.Consideringthefactthatyouareafourin

one.Ncncnc...I'mgoingtobeswimminginapool

ofmillions."Hesaidchucklingandgigglinglikea

maniac."you'renotgoingtogetawaywiththisDon,



whydon'tyoustopbeingacowardandshow

yourself.Salvatoreisgoingtofindyouandkillyou

likeaspinelessDogthatyouare"isaidthenspiton

thefloor.Andthenaloudmhardthunderslap

landedonmyfastandthenanotherone.Icriedlikea

hurtdog,thefactthathecalledmestarlightmade

merealisethathewastheDon,afterallhewasthe

onlymanwhowantedmeruined."ohhdear...look

whatyou'vemademedo.I'veruinedyourbeautiful

littleface.Comeletmesee"hesaidsittingdown

andholdingmyface."don'tworry,it'snothinga

makeupcan'tconceal,nowsmileforDaddy"hesaid

thelickedmyrightcheekallthewayup.Iwascrying

silently,sosurethatmycheekwasallredand

swollen."Ihateyou"imurmuredcrying"Razor!"He

calledoutandthenaguycamerushing,hewasalso

wearingabalaclavaandatuxedo."giveherherfix,

she'ssofeisty.Sendhertosleep"hesaidstanding

upandandthetheguycametome.Hetookouta

bottleofwhatlookedlikeamedicineandan

injection/syringe.Hedrewtheliquidfromthebottle

andthencametome."Thisisgoingtostingabit

butit'sbearable"hesaidholdingmebymyneck."



pleasedon'thurtme,I'mpregnantpleas---"andthei

passedout.

.

Salvatore'spov.

.

"youinsertedanothertrackingdeviceinthebackof

mywife'sheadanddidn'ttellmeaboutit"iasked

chargingattelescopebutiwasheldbackby

Machete(Raj)andVenom(Mbutho)."lookmanthis

isnotimetofightwitheachother"Venomsaid.I

wasgoingoutofmymind.Kevinhasbeenoutof

contact,hejustlanded.Hewasoutofthecountry

andhewasourPI."Whatelsecouldihavedone.I

hadtogetpreparedforthefutureinadvance.I'm

theonewhocrackshisheadwhenpeoplego

missing.Ihavetoalwaysplaninadvance."

Telescopesaid."justgetonyourcomputerandgive

methelocation"isaidangrilyhittingthetable.Four

yearsagowhenDrDavisandKevinwerehelpingme

withCora'sescapeplan.Ihadaskedthemtoremove

thetrackingdevicethatwasinsertedbytheDonat



thebackofCora'sheadbutthenwithoutmy

knowledgeheinsertedanothertrackingdevice,only

hecouldtrack."itshowsthatshe'sincapetown,in

someoldold"hesaidlookingathiscomputer.We

wereinourwarehouse.Afterthatphonecathat

night,THEDongotholdofthephoneandsaidonly

twowords."checkmate"andthehungup.Igotto

thesceneoftheaccidentlate,shewasalreadytaken.

Onecarwasonfireandtheotheronehadbullet

holesonthefrontdoors.IfoundSamianand

Dumisanidead.Usedmyphonetotrackherphone

butitonlyleadmetoourprivatelake,afewminutes

fromourhome.Herhandbagwasinthecar,ithad

beentwofuckingdayssinceshewaskidnapped."

whatareyoustillwaitingfor,letsgo"isaidputting

mygunatthebackofmytrouser."What,wecant

justmarchtherewithoutplanning.Youknowhowwe

dothing"TheJaguarexclaimed."whatdoyou

expectmetodothenMicheal,mywifeis7months

pregnant.She'sprobablygettingsoldaswespeak,

shemustbescaredandlonely.Heavenknowswhat

thatsonofabitchmusthavedonetomywife

already"ishoutedmthensetdownidefeat."Boss,i



understandhowyoufeelbutwegottagetsome

strategicplan.Alotcouldgodownwhilethere,some

ofusmightnotreturn.Youknowhowthebattlefield

is.Weneedaconsecutiveplan.Thestructureofthe

placeshe'sin"Machetesaid.Whichactually

remindedmeofsomething."ineedtocontactmy

lawyer.Isaidtakingoutmyphone.Ispokewith

Georgefor15minutesthencamebacktotheguys."

I'vegotthearchitectureoftheoldbuildingshe's

beingheldcaptivein.It'sanoldhotel,Hotel

Manoroma,somewallshavefallendownbutit'sstill

standing.Thisisthebeforeandafterofthe

building."Kevinsaidshowingmeonthecomputer."

it'safewmilesawayfromthecity."Isaidlookingat

thecomputer.Theotherguyswereontheircell

phones."imanagedtogetusfivemoreguysto

accompanyus"Venomsaidcomingback."The

policeareonourtailsabouttheshooting,thiswon't

beaneasyonesincetheyfoundthecars."THE

Jaguarsaidcomingbackontheplanningtable."but

you'remisleadingthem,right?.Wecan'thavethem

breathingdownonourneckssincewe'regoingto

war.It'smorerisky"isaidlookingathim."yesI'm



doingmybest,itoldthemthatCoraiscurrentlyin

Italywuthyourgrandparents.Sincewegotthatgirl

toboardwithyourboardindisguise,they'regoingto

seeCoraboardingtoItaly.It'sallsorted.Wehave

nocase."Hesaidputtinghisphoneinhispocket."i

managedtogetusmoregunsandbombs,weneed

towipeoutalltheevidencethistime.Thelasttime

werescuedPriyankawealmostgotarrestedwithall

thedeadbodiesandbulletstheyfoundonthescene

"Machetecamebacktoo."icalledDrDavis,we're

surelygoingtoneedadoctorthistimearound.Cora

ispregnantanythingcouldgowrong."TheSerpent

saidcomingback."wearegoingtoneedthebullet

proofedVantoo"isaidasiwasdrawingtheplan.

"Walkietalkiesandatrainedsnippet"isaidrunning

myfingersthroughhair."here'stheplan,wegot

thisotherabondonedbuildingoppositetothehotel,

thisiswherethesnippetwillbe.Onthe7thfloor,if

hehasmanthere.They'reprobably15.Threemust

bepatrollingtheplacedownhereand...."iexplained

thewholeplan."butweneedtogettherebytonight

andmakesomealternativetoourplanafterseeing

howthesecuritystandardsare"isaidthenmyphone



rang."George,yougotthepaper?"Iaskedfastly."

yessir,I'llbeinyourhousewithin2hours"hesaid."

good"isaidtgenhungup.Wewillbeboarding

around4pm,onthejet.Weshouldbethereby6pm,

sowe'llseeeverythingclearlyweattacktomorrow

morning"isaidtotheguys."whatifwefindsome

buyersthere,sinceweallknowthatittakes5days

forhimtoshippeopletoanothercountriesand

tomorrowistheforthday.Doweattackeverything

thatbreathsthere?"Kevinasked."weattack

everythingthatbreathsthenburndownthebuilding.

Thesemanwhobuywomanandchildrenarethebig

partofhumantrafficking.Consideritassavingthe

country"isaidthepickedupmyjacket.Ihadn'tslept

orateathing.Atleastnowiknewwhereexactlyshe

was.

.

Micheal'spov

.

"I'dadviceyouguystodonotshootanyforeigners.

Thoseguysaredangerousandconnected.Thiswill



beastartofanotherextendedwar.Ihaveto

convinceSalvatoreotherwise,wehaveloadsof

enemiesasitis.Wecantaffordtoincreasethelist.

Itwouldbebetterifwetiedthemupandhandthem

overtothepoliceorsomething"isaidaswewere

walkingdowntoourcars."letusassumethata

guyspointsagunatyou.Wgatthen,iagreewith

Salvatoreman.Wecan'taffordtoleaveanevidence

behind."Mbuthosaid.

.

"haveyoufoundCora?"Amandaaskedassoonasi

walkedintothehouse."notyet,butwegotsome

leads.We'regettingthere.Don'tworry"isaid,she

startedcrying.Likeshehasbeendoingfortgepast

twodays."wewillfindyourfriendAmanda,please

don'tcry.I'mtired,ineedtogptosleep.Igota

headache"isaidsighingbuthuggingher."what

if...whatifsomethinghashappenedtoherorthe

babies.She'smysister,ican'taffordtolose

her...sheismyfamilyMike.Whatifshe's---"nothing

hashappenedtoCora,nothing.Okay,justhave

faith.Sheandthebabiesaregoingtobejustfine,



she'sastrongwoman"isaidholdinghertightly.Ilet

hercryinmyarmsuntilshefinallystopped.

.

Cora'spov

.

Iwokenupwithasplittingheadacheonceagain.

WheneverI'dwakeup,I'dwakeupconfusedbutthat

timeiwoketoamancaressingmythighs."What

areyoudoing"iaskedsittingupright.Andpulling

downmydress,"youlooksohot,ican'thelpmyself"

hesaidthenviolenttriedtogetinbetweenmythighs.

"help,help"iscreamedandthistimemyvoicewas

loudenough.Aguycamerunningin."help!"I

screamed."getoffofherherrazor"theguysaid,"

hadehmaraza"hetheoneontopofmesaidlaughing

andthetheoneinfrontofmewasshottodeath.He

wasbleedingontopofme."Geez,theseguysdon't

listen.Lookwhathehasmademedo.I'mnotabad

guyhere.It'sjustthatpeoplemakemedothings.I

normallywouldn'tdo"hesaidremovingtheguyoff

me.Mywhitedresswasbloodstained.Myeyes



wereclosedandiwasscreamedinfear,mybody

foldedtogether."Geez,willyoustopscreaming"he

saidcoveringmymouthwithhishand.Gethentook

offhismask,itwastheDon."wegotyourbuyers

cominginaround4am.Wecan'taffordtohaveyou

lookingandsmellinglikeapig.Nowletmetellyou

what'sgoingonhappen.Awomanisgoingtocome

andhelpyoutakeashower,getyoudressedupand

smellingfreshandyou'regoingtobehave.Youmust

behappy,you'regoingtogetshippedtoNigerian.I

don'tknowandidon'twanttoknowwhatyourbuyer

isgoingtodotoyouandyourlittledevils"hesaid

slightlyhittingmytummy."whoknows,youmight

getusedformoneyrituals"hesaidthenstoodup."

howlonghaveibeenhere?"Iaskedinwhisper."

probablyhours,don'tworryyourlittleself,you'llbe

outofherewithinnotime"hesaidthenwalkedout.I

wasfreezingcoldandhungryandthirstyanddirty.I

hadtakenabathforalmostthreedays.Itwas

gettingdarkandthemosquitoeswerepayingmea

visit."Godpleasesavemykids"iremembersaying

alittleprayer.Iliedbackdownfoldedintoaball.My

handwascutbytheunforgivinghandcuffs.My



wholearmhurtfromhanginginthesameposition.

Mybabieswhokickedalmostevery3hourshadn't

kickedthatday.Ormaybetheydidwhileiwas

passedout.

[6/3,19:12]Lynne:Page81

Cora'spov

.

"imustsay,yourbellysuitesyou"thedonsaid.

Therewerealotofguysstarringatmeasiwas

takingabathinabasin.Allnaked,exposed,

vulnerable,crying,emotionallyshuttered.Ifbeing

watchedby10guysallnakedandpregnantwouldn't

breakawoman'sconfidenceandpridethenidon't

knowwhatwould.Theykeptoncommentingon

everysinglepartofmybody.Somewerelaughing,i

triedtoshuttheirvoicesoutofmymindbutstilli

couldhearthen."here,takethis"theoldwomenwho

lookedlikeahardcoresaidhandingmeabigwhite

towel.Iwipedmybody,thenthrewitdowntostep

onit.Shegavemecleretomoisturizemybody,from

channeltoclere.Thenhandedmeblack



undergarments,whichlookedcheaperthantheones

iusedtowearwhileiwasaprostitute.Everything

thatwashappeningtherebroughtmebacktothat

place.Itbroughtbackallthememoriesi'dworkedso

hardtomakethemsinkbelowthepoolofmemories.

Ineverthoughtthati'dhaveagaintobenakedfor

anothermanotherthanmyhusband.Shehanded

mealittleblackdressandawhitejacketandthen

highheels."ican'twalkinthese"isaidlookingat

her."can'torwon't?"TheDonaskedfirst,walking

towardswewithaguninhishand.Heranitovermy

face,"mmhsweetheart"heasked.Itookthehigh

heelsandputthemonimmediately,"goodgirl,not

sofeistyanymorearewe?"Heaskedandtheother

guysburstedwithlaughter."okay,theshowisover

guys.Backtoyourpositions.Theclientwillbehere

anyminutefromnowon"hesaidandtheyleft

lookingsodisappointed."makeherlookpretty,no.

Makeherlookgorgeous.Thisismightbethelast

timeshe'deverputonmakeup"Hesaidsittingon

thebed.Thewomandidmymakeup,"willyoustop

crying,you'reruiningyourmakeup.Godyou'reso

irritating"shesaidangrily."I'msorry"iwhispered,



tryingtoholdbackmytears.Shecontinued,"you

shouldn'thavedoubledcrossedmeStarlight.I

treatedyousowell,itreatedyougirlslikefamilyand

whatdidyoudo.Youranawaywiththebigfishes.

Youruinedmylifebutit'sokaybecausetodayyou're

goingtorectifyyourmistake.Ifyouwantedtoreally

runawaythenyoushould'veatleastchangedyour

faceandname.IthoughtKingKongwasclear,love

canmakepeoplesopathetic."hekeptongoingon

andon."ifitismoneythatyouwantthenwhydidn't

youjustaskforransom?"Iaskedinmyshaking

voice."you'vebeenstayingwiththedevilhimselfbut

you'restillsonaive...THISISNOTJUSTABOUTTHE

MONEY,YOURSOCALLEDHUSBANDKILLEDMY

FATHER.HECHOPPEDMYFATHERINTOPIECES

THENFEDHIMTOTHEDOGS"hesnappedangrily

hittinghisheadwiththegun."ididn'tevengetto

burymyDad...comeandsitdownsweetheart"he

saidpattingthespacebesidehim.Iwalkedoverand

setdown,"iwanttomakehimsufferlikehedidwith

myfather.Iwanttomakehimdieslowlyjustlikehe

did,theonlywaytodothatisifyouandthelittle

devilsthatyou'recarryingdie"hesaid."stopcalling



mykidsDevil,mykidsarenotdevils"isaidangrily."

iguessthisiswhythatsonofabitchiscrazyabout

you.You'rehotandyou'recold,huh.Intriguingand

stubborn"hesaidgrabbingmythighsohardthathis

fingerprintswereleftthere.Itimmediatelyturned

red,andsopainful.Iwassosureitwasgoingtoturn

greenatanymoment."nowlistenandlistentome

carefully.Iamnotyourhusband,iwon'thesitateto

putabulletintothisprettyheadofyours.Youdon't

gettogetangryorshoutatme.Areweclear?"He

asked.Inodded,"Yes"isaid."good"hesaid."now

asiwassaying,I'mavengingmyfather'sdeath.Who

knowsmaybeafterisellyouthenimightgoafterhis

fathertoo"hesaid."itwasyoufatherwhoprovoked

Salvatore.Hekilledhisgirlfriend"isaidsoftly."he

toowassupposedtodiethat---"Sir,MrAbhorechie

hasarrived"aguysaidwalkingin."exactlyat4am,

he'satimekeeperimustsay"hesaidcheckinghis

wristwatch.

.

"let'sgoMrsSalvatore"hesaidpullingmebymy

arms.Wewalkedoutoftheroom,itwasstillpretty



muchdark.wetooktheoldstaircases.Somewallsof

thebuildingwerenotthere,wefinallyenteredinto

someroomwhichhadonewalldown.Icouldsee

thegroundfromthere.Itlookedlikewewereonthe

thirdormaybesecondfloor.Wefoundablackbig

scarymanthere.Hewaswearingawhitesuite.He

hadaboutfivemenwithhim."Sothisisthegirl"he

saidfirst,hisNigerianaccentcouldn'tbemissed."

YesMrAbhorechie.Whereismymoney"TheDon

asked.Themanclickedhisfingersandtheguy

carryingabriefcasecameforward.Heopenedit

andtherewereUSdollarsinside."2milliondollars

asagreed"MrAbhorechiesaid.iwashandedoverto

himwhiletheDontookthebriefcasebuttheniheard

gunshotsandscreams."what'sgoingon,isthisa

setup?"MrAbhorechieaskedpanicking.Hisguys

pointedoutgunsandsodidtheDon'sguys,iwas

caughtupinbetween.Myheartthunderingasifit

wantedtocomeout."ofcoursenot,idon'tknow

what'sgoingon.Weasel,Milesgooutandcheck."

TheDonsaidtotwoofhisguys."youtwo,goout

andcheck"MrAbhorechiesaidtotwoofhisguys.

SohewasleftwiththreeguysabdtheDonwithtwo.



Theywerestillpointingguysateachother,"iswear

ifthisisasetup,yousonofabitchmypeopleare

goingtofindyouandkillyouslowly"MrAbhorechie

said.Hewasn'tevencarryingagun."likeisaidi

havenoideawhat'sgoingon.Itmustbeher

husband"hesaid."youtoldmeshewasclearand

safe"MrAbhorechieshoutedangrily.Hewas

suddenlysweatingascoldasitwas.Thegunsshots

keptongoingon,andthenwithinasecondthree

guyswereshotonthehead,everybodytookcover.

Hidingonthecorners.Livingmestandinginthe

middleoftheroom."fuck,shit"theycursedwhilei

triedtoliedown.Mybrainwasn'tfunctioningwelli

wascry.Iwaslyingnexttoadeadbody.Hehada

holeonhisforeheadandwaslookingatme.Oneof

theDon'sguytriedtoshootwheretheunforeseen

gunwasfiredfrombuthischestgotfilledwith

blazingbullets."let'srunboss...incountofthree"

theguywhowasleftonMrAbhorechie'ssidesaid."

123,run"wellasihadenvisionedthattheydidn't

makeittothedoor.Icouldhearthemwhizzingon

thefloor.WhichleftmewiththeDonwhowas

sweatingbythecorner."comehere"hesaodtome.



"No!"Iprotestedbutthehefirethegunclosertomy

head."isaidcomehere"hesaid.Istoodandwalked

towardshim.Heholdmeandpointedtheguntomy

head."pleasedon'tkillme"ipleaded.

.

"myheartbeat"iheardhisvoice.Lookedtowards

thedoor.Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes,iblinkedacould

oftimes."Joaquin!"Iscreamedouthisnameinjoy

andrelief.Hehadagunpointedtowardsus."iknew

you'dfindme.Somehowiknewyou'dcome"isaid

crying."areyouokay,aremybabiesfine?"He

asked."iamfine,butidon'tknowaboutthebabies.

They'renotkickingSalvatore,theydruggedme"i

saidcryingloudly.Isawhimclenchinghisjaws,"

okay,enoughofthisloveydoveyact.Dropyourgun

down"TheDonscreamed."iwon'tdothat"hesaid.

"youthink,I'mjokinghere.Youthinkthisisacircus"

hesaidswitchingoffthegunsafety.Hewasslowly

pullingthetrigger."okay,fine.I'lldropthegun

down"hesaidputtingitdownandraisinghishands.

Thegunshotsoutsidewerestillthere."nowyou're

goingtotellyourguystosropshootingandyouand



Iaregoingtoturnaroundincircle.I'mgoingtomake

itoutofherewithyourwife"hesaid."donoshoot,i

repeatdonotshoot"Salvatoresaidonthewalkie

talkie.Weswitchedpositionsashehadasked,tears

streamingdownmyface.Justwhenithought

freedomhascome."youenjoyedslicinganddicing

myfather,yousicktwistedsonofabitch"TheDon

screamedangrilyaswewerestandingbythedoor

andSalvatorewasstandingbytheunwalledsideof

theroom."Justletmywifegoman,sheknows

nothingaboutthis.She'sinnocent,it'smethatyou

want.Lethergo,takemeinstead"Salvatore

pleaded."thefucksheis,sheruinedmylife,my

businessandyoutookmyfatherawayfromme.I

hadtofendformyfamily,doyouknowwhatiwent

through.Ihadtocollecthispiecesbythetrashcans,

allgrindedandeatenup.FUCKYOUSALVATORE,

YOUDON'TDESERVETOBEALIVE"heshouted

cryingandthenfiredafewtimesatmyhusbandand

isawhimslowlyfallingdown."Salvatore"i

screamedtryingtogetawayfromhim.Idon'tknow

howbuthefelldownonthefloortoo.Everything

washappeningsofastirantowardstheendonthe



room.Andsawhimdownontheground."Joaquin,

Joaquin"iscreamedcrying.Hisfriendswereinthe

roomtyingupTheDon,theyweretalkingbuti

couldn'thearthem.Irememberrunningoutside,

forgettingthatiwaspregnantorwearinghighheels.

Ifoundhislyingontheground,hiseyesclosed.Iput

hisheadonmythighs."Salvatore,Salvatoreplease

wakeup,wakeupSalvatore.Pleasedon'tdothisto

me"iscreamedcrying.Heopeneduphiseyesfaintly,

theywerebloodred."iloveyou"hemurmuredand

thenshutthemagain."iloveyoutoo,pleasedon't

dothistome.Don'tdieonme...pleasewakeup"i

screamedlookingupattheskyandthenbackathim.

"youpromisedme,youpromisedtobeherewith

me.Youcan'tleavemealone"icriedholdinghimto

mychest."please,please"iwhisperedinpain.

Everythinghurt.Myheartphysicallyhurt,"letme

checkhispulse."DrDavissaidtakinghimawayfrom

myembrace.Foramomentthereithoughtiwas

dreaming.Mymindjustblackedout,icouldhere

themtalking.Hesaidsomethinglike"let'srushhim

tothehospital,wecouldlosehimatanymoment

fromnowon"isawthemputtinghimonastretcher.



Myhandsanddressalongwothmythighshadhis

blood."Cora,Cora.Let'sgo.Wehavefiveminutes

togetoutofhere"oneofthemsaid.Idon'tknow

whobutthenextthingiknewiwasflyingin

somebodiesarms."checkthegroundproperly,did

yougrthosgun"somebodyelseaskedandthe

answerwasyes.Iwasputintothecar.Myheadwas

spinning.Itwaslikeiwasinsomesortofa

nightmarewhichkeptongoingonandon.Myears

gothurtbytheexcruciatingsound,itwaslikebeing

inworldwarll.Thesoundbroughtmebacktoearth.

Ilookedbackandthebuildingwascrumblingdown.

"whereismyhusband,ishedead"iaskedfastly

andconfusedandscared."DrDavisistakinghimto

thehospital.youneedtogetcleaned"Kevinsaid.I

lookedaroundandrealisedthatiwasinavanwith

Raj,Kevinandtheotherguysididn'tknow."No,i

needtoseemyhusband,you'relyingtome.My

husbandisdeadisnthe?"Iaskedtryingtoopenthe

doorofthemovingcarbutRajeshpulledmeback

down."Calmdown,Kongisbadlyinjured.He'sa

strongman,I'msurehe'llsurvive.needtobestrong

forhimandyourbabies.Getashowerfirst"hesaid.



"we'rehere"thedriversaidasthecarparkedinfront

ofsomecondor.

[6/3,19:12]Lynne:Continuing
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.

Iwassittingdownunderthewater,hopingand

prayingthateverythingwouldjustturnoutyobea

nightmareandi'dwake.Iwatchedasthewater

washeddownhisbloodalongwithmytears,ifeltso

tiredanddefeat.Icouldbareanythinginthisworld

butnotlosingSalvatore,nonothim.Hewasmy

home,mybestfriend,myboyfriend,myhusband,

mycompanion,mysoulmateandmostofallthe

fatherofmykids.Thekidsihadnoknowledgeif

werealiveordead.Maybeiwascarryingthreedead

bodiesinmytummy.Ijustwantedtoseemy

husband,iwantedtoseeifhewasaliveornotbut

KevinandRajeshwouldn'tletme.Theykepton

tellingmetogetmyselfclean,getmyselftogether.

Everythingwasamess,iwahedandscrubedmy

body.Tryingtowashallthebloodoffmybody,it



wassomehowplantedinmymind.Allthedead

bodiesandblood,ifeltsodirtyanddisgusting.My

headwasspinningandpilledwithmemories.The

man'slaughter,thedeadbodyontopofme.The

pilesofbodies.Thedeadmanwhowasstaringat

me.Igotoutoftheshowerandwrappedatowel

aroundmybody.Iwalkedoutofthebathroom.And

thentherewasaknockatthedoor,iwasstandingin

themiddleoftheroom starringintospacewhen

Kevinwalkedin."igotyouthese,idon'tknowif

they'dfityou"hesaidputtingapairofwhite

tracksuitsandsneakersonthebed."iwanttosee

myhusband,ijustwanttoseemyhusband.Why

won'tyouletmeseemyhusband?"Iasked,itwasall

justawhisperandsilentcries."getdressedfirst,

we'lltakeyouthere"hesaidthenwalkedout.I

pickedupthebigtracksuitsanddressedup...both

KevinandRajeshwerewithmeinthecarasitwas

onit'swaytothehospital.Itwasnolongerthevan

butablackMercedesBenz.Iwaslookingoutside

theWindow,nowordswereexchanged.Igotoutof

thecarastheydid."thisway"Kevinsaidaswe

walked.Ifeltlikeawalkingdead,"Mbuthosays



they'reinthewaitingroomonthethirdfloor"Rajesh

saidgettingoffthephone.Wewalkedthere,"

where'sismyhusband?"IaskedMbuthoassoonas

isawhim."thedoctorsarestilloperatingonhimin

thetheater"hesaid."areyouokay,ypurfriendsare

ontheway."heasked.Isetdownindefeated,tears

blurringmyvision."ishegoingtobefine,heisstill

alive.Right?"IaskedlookingatMichaelandTiaxiang

"let'swaitforthedoctor"Tiaxiangsaid,while

Michealwasavoidingmyeyes.Wesettherefor

almosttwohours,anticipatetheworsttohappen.

DrDavisfinallywalkedin,"howishe?"Iaskedfirst,

standingup."MrsSalvatorepleasesitdown"hesaid.

"don'tfuckingtellmetositdown,whereismy

husband?"Iaskedangrily,ifeltlightheadedand

weak."wedideverythingwecould,hehasslipped

intoacoma.Hisconditionisbeyondcritical,there

aremanybrokenbonesandfracturedones.Allwe

coulddonowisprayforamiracle"hesaid."coma?,

whenishegoingtowalkup?"Iaskedholdingmy

head."thatwecannotpredict,he'sbadly

injured...MrsSalvatore,you'rebleeding.You're

bleeding,thisisnotgood"DrDavissaidlookingat



mylegs.Ilookeddownatmyself.Thetracksuits

whichwasoncewhitewassuddenlyred.Itouched

myinnerthighandmyfingercamebackwithblood.

"I'mbleeding?"Iaskedlookingatmyfingers.Itwas

likeiwasgoingcrazy,ofcourseIwasbleeding.

Howcouldihaveaskedthatafterseeingtheblood.

Thenextthingiknewiwasfallingdownbut

somebodycatchedmebuttheniblackedout

.

Whenicameto,myheadwasallovertheplace.My

bodyhurt,icouldn'tmove.Mythroatwassodry.The

firsttheididwasmovemyhandtomytummybut

somethingwasdifferentthattime.Mytummyfeltso

small.Itriedtomovebutmyabdomenwasinso

muchpain."mybabies,wherearemybabies"i

askedscreaming.Noonewasintheroom.I

pressedtheemergencybuttonandanursecame

rushingin,"wherearemybabies?"Iaskedpanicking.

"MrsSalvatorepleasecalmdown,thedoctorsare

stillcheckingyourlittlegirls.Yougavebirththrough

c-section.Pleaseliedown"shesaidpullingmeback

downasiwastryingtositupright."whataboutmy



littleboy,whereishe.Ihadthreebabiesinmy

tummy,where'smylittleboy?"Iasked,eyesdarting

betweenher."iseverythingokayhere"DrDavis

askedwalkingin."shewon'tletmeseemybabies"i

screamedcrying."she'sonlymentioningthegirls,

whereismylittleboyDrDavis?"Iaskedcrying."I'm

sorryCorabutwelosthim"hesaidgivingme

sympatheticeyes.Iwipedoffmytears,"you'relying

tome.You'rejokingright"isaidlookingathim

unabletobelieveoracceptwhathewassaying."I'm

afraidnot,hediedafterafewminutesofbirth.He

hadacongenitalheartdefect,hehadabigholein

hisheart.Hisdeathcould'vebeenavoidedifhe

hadn'toverdosedtheforeigntoxicsubstancesthat

werefoundinhissystem.Thesamedrugthatwas

foundinyourbloodisthecauseofhisdeath.

Consideringthefactthathewasapremature,he

couldn'thavehandledallthetraumaandabuse.He

passedawayonhiswaytothetheater,andnotonly

that.Theotherlittlegirlisbreathingthrough

ventilators,herbroca'sareagotinjuredand

traumatized.Asitislocatedtotheleftinferior

frontalcortexofthebrain,itcausedmuteness.You



canseehercryingbuthervoicejustdoesn'tcome

out.Asfortheotherone,she'sperfectlyfine.They're

bothintheincubators,weneedyoutonamethem

sothatwecanfillintheirbirthcards"hekepton

explaining."somysonisnomore?"Iasked,not

cryingthough.Iguessmybrainwasindenialor

tryingtoprocesseverything.Ididn'tfeellikecrying,

"howishowismyhusband?"Iasked."hiscondition

isstillthesame"heansweredshortly."caniseemy

kids"iaskedtakingadeepbreath."ofcourse,nurse

gogetthewheelchair.I'llpersonallytakeyouthere,

youandyourfamilywillbetranferredtothehospital

inJohannesburgtomorrowmorning"hesaid.The

nursecamebackwithawheelchair,theyhelpedme

sitinit.Mylegsfeltsonumb.Hepushedmetothe

incubatorroom."hereareyourlittlegirlshesaid

stoppinginbetweentwoincubators.Theotherone

hadaventilatoronherthroat.Icouldn'tseethe

properlyasiwassittingdownbuticantellthatthey

lookedsowhite.Sowhitethatiaskedthedoctorto

helpmestandingonmyfeet."thesearenotmykids,

arethesemykids.Thesekidsarewhitedoctor.I

wassupposedtogivebirthtocoloureds.Whereare



mygirls,didyouexchangemykids?"Iaskedlooking

inbetweenthetwogirls.Theyweresofrailandtiny

andidentical."MrsSalvatoretheseareyourlittle

girls,iwasalittlebitsuprisedtoosinceyou'rehalf

black.Buttheycameoutlikethis.Wecoulddoa

DNAtestifthat'swhatyouwant"hesaid."no,that

won'tbenecessary.Mymindisallovertheplace

rightnow..."isaidsittingbackdown.Canigeta

momentalone,withthem?"Iasked."ofcourse,I'll

bebackwithintenminutes"hesaidleaving.I'd

neverimaginedmyselfinthatkindofsituation,

feelingsoaloneandbroken.Everythingwetalked

andreminiscedaboutwithmyhusbandwastaken

awayfromus,withinablinkofaneyeeverythingjust

crumbledandfelldown.Thebabynamewehad

arguedaboutinthemiddleofthenightallforgotten

about.Ifeltlikealoser,therewasthatfeelingagain.

Thatthoughtagain,thatsaid'maybe,justmaybei

wasnevermeanttobefullyhappy'.Maybeiwas

designedtosuffer,everytimewhenhappinesscame

knockingonmydoor,greatdisappointmentand

sadnesswouldfollow."anynamesyet?"DrDavis

askedwalkingin."iwastoseehiscorpse"isaid."



ohh,I'llgoandgethim"hesaidasifhewasalive.As

ifhewasgoingtocryoneday,crawl,walk,goto

creche.Asifiwasgoingtobeabletosnapathim

onedaywhenpubertywouldtakeover,seehisfirst

girlfriend,getmarriedandfinallyseehiskids.His

chapterwasover,iguesshewasjustaseason.

Nevermeanttobeapartofmylife.Hecameback

withmylittleboy,coveredinawhitesofthospital

blanket.Hegavehimtome.Iunveiledhim,he

seemedphysicalfinetome.Icheckedeverything,

openedhiseyeslids.Hehadhisfatherseyes,hewas

asmuchwhiteashissisters."he'sbeautiful"isaid

astearsstreameddownmyface.We'vecomealong

way,himandi.InamedhimMnqobiwethuMiceal

Salvatore,MicealmeansagiftofGod.Inamedmy

littlegirlwhowasbreathingthroughventilators

MiracleMisuthandolwethuSalvatore,afterallitwas

amiraclethatshewasalive.Andtheotherone,i

namedherMaiaOthandiweyo.Ifeltthatshewasthe

onlyonewhowassupposedtosurvivebutthe

angelsintervenedandMisawasalivetoo.Maia

meansclosetoGod,shewasindeed

loved(Othandiweyo).DoctorDavispushedmeback



tothewardwhereifoundallmyfriends.Amanda

huggedmecryingbutiwasn'tcrying,"I'msosorry"

shesaid.Theyallhuggedmecrying."welostachild,

theboy.It'sokay,imeanpeoplelosetheirinborn

babieseveryday.It'snotlikewe'rethefirstones.It's

normalright,ithappens"isaidsmilingabit."don't

saythat,youdon'tdeserveallthis.Whydobad

thingsalwayshappentogoodpeople,youdon't

deserveallthisCora."Priyasaidcrying.Esihle

wasn'tthere,iguesseditwasbecauseofthesmall

child."I'msorryCora,I'msosorry.Iwishthere's

somethingicoulddotomakeyoufeelbetter"Divya

said."pleasehelpmeliedown,mywholebody

hurts"isaid,theyallhelpedmegetinbed."we're

gettingtransferredtothehospitalinJohannesburg

tomorrowmorningtomorrow."isaidlookingatallof

them.

.

Amanda'spov

.

AfterMichealcalledmeandtoldmethattheyhad



rescuedCora.Iimmediatelycalledupthegirlsand

wetookMbutho'schoppertocapetown.Wegot

therewithintwohoursbutthenwehadtowaitinthe

waitingroombecauseshewasinthetheatergetting

operated.WewenttoseeSalvatoreinthemeantime.

Hewasinacoma,hisbodyhadalotsofcasts.The

machineskeptonbeeping,heavenknowshowmuch

ihatehospitals.AndthenlateronDrDavishadto

tellusthattheylostason,ididn'tthinkthati'dbe

abletofaceher.Andnowthereshewasalltalking

asifeverythingwasfine,herlifewasturnedupside

downbutshewassmilingabit.Y

Tryingtoconvinceherselfthateverythingwasfine.

Shelookedlikesomeoneindenial,iwasscaredfor

her.Attgatstagealotcouldhappen.Ifshecould

justcrytheni'dfeelatease.Atleasti'dknowthat

shewasgettingeverything,shewasgoingtoheal.I

almostthoughtshehadgonemad.Shetoldusthe

namesofthekids,theywerebeautifulnames.
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.

Theyofferedmesoftporridgetoeat,ididn'tfeellike

eating.Ijustwantedtogotosleepandmake

everythinggoaway."onemorespoon"Amanda

beggedfeedingme.Iopenedupmymouth,they

keptonsharingjokes.Tryingtodivertmymind,

tryingtomakethefeelbetter.Wellthethingswasi

didn'twanttofeelbetter,ormaybeiknewthatitwas

goingtotakeyearstomendmeup.Atthatstage,

mymindwasjustfrozen.Ialsohadafewspoonsof

yoghurtthensomefruits."icalledupyourmom,

she'sbeendeadstressed.AndSalvatorewouldn't

tellhimeverything,she'stravellingtojoburgaswe

speak"Amandasaid."idon'tthinkiwanttoseemy

family,rightnow.Ijustneedtobealone"isaid,my

breastshurtalittlebit.They'ddampenmytops

sometimes,"i'dliketobeleftalone"isaidlookingat

allofthem.They'dbethereforhours,they

exchangedlooksbeforelookingbackatme."we

can'tleaveyoualonerightnow"Priyasaid."Guys

please,justcomebacktomorrowmorningorwe'll

meetinJohannesburg"isaidtryingtoraiseupmy



upbodyalittlebit.SiweKhelpedmewiththepillows,

"please"iadded."we'llseeyouinthemorning.

Takecareofyourself,weloveyou"Amandasaid

holdingmyhand.Inodded,theyleft.Anursecamein

anhourlater.Shegavemepillsthencleanedand

lubricatedmystitch,iswasneatlydoneandsmall."

supperwillbeservedwithinanhour,wouldyoulike

something"sheasked,"aglassofwater,andthat

remotecontrolplease"isaid,shepouredmeaglass

ofandgavemetheremotecontrol.Ioptedformusic

channels,justtoeasemymind.Buteverychannel

seemedtobeplayingsadsongs.

.

Weweretransferredtothewhitegardenshospital

afterwe'veeatenandhadbreakfast.Wewerenot

travellinginthesamehelicopterthough,igottosee

myhusbandthatmorning.Nowordsweresaid,i

didn'tknowwhatI'dsaytohim.Hisconditionwasso

hopeless.Hehadmanysupportingsystems

connectedtohisbody.Thecastsandthebandages.

Bothhislegshadcastsandtheywerehangedup.

Hisneckhadacast,hishairwasallshavedoffand



hisheadwasbandaged,hischesthadtwopatches

ofelastoplaster.Maybethat'swherethebullethad

hithim."Cora,mybaby"momcriedwalkinginmy

ward.Alotofpeoplefollowedafterthat,shehugged

me.Hurtingmeintheprocess,iwinced"I'msorry,

sorry.Areyoufine,ithoughtI'dneverseeyouagain.

Andthenthetragedythattookplaceafterthat,i

wishicouldeaseyourpainsomehow."shesaid

crying,icouldn'tholdmyselfanylonger.Icriedwith

her."I'msosorrymychild"shesaidwipingawaymy

baby,isawSalvatoreandtheboyinthemortuary"

shesaid,icriedevenmorelouderatthementionof

mysoninthemortuary."ithurtsmom,pleasemake

itstop.Ithurts,ithurts.Pleasemakeitstop"ikept

onpleadingmyclosingmyears."shhh"shekepton

shushingmewhileiwasinherembrace.Ittookme

likeforevertocalmdown.

.

5dayslater

.

Iwastheonetowashmysonanddresshimup.I



justwantedtomakesure,ididn'tbelievethathewas

reallygone.Andiwouldneverseehimagain,maybe

justmaybehe'dwakeupandcry.Thingslikethat

keptonrunninginmymind.Itookafewpicturesof

him,watchedashiscasketwentdowntheground.

Butstillmyheartwasn'tcontempt,iwasalltoo

muchtobear. ourtimeisover,youreyesareshut.

Iwon'tgettotellyouwhatineededyoutoknow.

It'sdarkenough,themoonlightdoesn'tshow.

Andallmylovecouldneverbringyouhome

There'snomorestarstofind

AndI'mtoofarbehind

Andi'dlovetoletyou,i'dlovetoletyougo.

You'realwaysonmymind

Icallathousandtimes

Andhavetoletyougobutiloveyoumoreandmore

thenyoucouldknow.

Isetalone,awaitedyourreply

Wasdrivenhomewhenistartedtocry



Ishouldhaveknown,ishould'vesaidgoodbye

Ionlyhoped,iwould'vehadmoretime

.

There'snomorestarstofindAndiamtoofarbehind.

Andi'dlovetoletyougo,i'dlovetoletyou

You'realwaysonmymind,whenicallathousand

times

Andihavetoletyougobutiloveyoumoreand

morethenyoucouldknow.

We'rebothtooyoungtoliveanddiethisway i

keptthissongonrepeatasRobdrovemebackto

thehospital.Ijustwantedtocrythingsover,theysay

cryingeasesupthingsbutthemoreicriedthemore

iwentdeeperintothecaveofdarkness.Itnevergot

easier,itjustgoworseandworse.ThefirstthingI

didwaswalkintoSalvatore'sward,hewasintheICU.

Forthepastfewdaysihadn'tsaidathingtohim.I'd

justwalkuptohiswardandwhipinsilence.Butthat

daywasdifferent,ineededhim.Ineededhimtotell

methateverythingwasgoingtobefine,thatitwas



goingtogetbetterwithtime."pleasewakeup"i

beggedholdinghishandagainstmycheek."ican't

dothisalone,ithurts.I'malonealone,I'mtired.

Pleasewakeupandtellmethateverythingisgoing

tobefine.Tellmeyou'llfixeverything,likeyou

alwaysdo.Ican'tevenlookatourlittlegirls.Ineed

youJoaquin."Isaidcrying,butitwasallawhisper

andthattooinvein.Everdayi'djustwalkintohis

wardandwhipinsilenceortalkbutnothingchanged.

Nothingchanged,

Thegirlswereoutoftheincubatorsfourweekslater,

iwasbreastfeedingthem.Eventhoughthatwasn't

theplanbutthedoctorrecommendedit.Everydayi'd

pumpoutsixbottlesofmilkfrommybreasts.I

vowedthat,thatwasthelasttimeiwasevergetting

pregnant.Mybreastshurtlikehell.Maiacriedlikea

lunatic,Miraclewouldcrytoobutitwasmuchless

becauseshehadnovoice.Whenevershe'dcry,i'd

findmyselfsilentlycryingtoo.

.

"thecompanyforcaretakingrecommendedthem,

I'dcheckedwiththereferences.They'regoodin



whattheydo"amandasaid,shewastalkingabout

thetwonanniesiwaswillingtoget.Theyweregoing

tostartworkingonJanuary.Itwasatwoweeks

beforeChristmaseve,ihaven'tbeenseeingthat

muchofLorenzo.Wetalkedonthephonethough,

sometimesshe'dcomeandvisitmewhenifelt

emotionalstableabit.Ihadlearnedtonotalways

crying,cryingneverhelpedmeanyways."idon't

knowAmanda,ihaveabadfeelingaboutallthis"i

saidlookingattheirpictures."I'llrequestKevinto

investigatethoroughlyaboutthem,soyou'llfeelat

ease"shesaid.Salvatorehadalwaysinvestigate

thoroughlyaboutpeoplewhocameintoourlives."i

don'tknowAmanda,idon'ttrustanyoneatthe

moment"isaidsighing."relax,you'rejustparanoid

rightnoweverythingwillbeokay...I'vestartedgoing

tochurch.Imeansiwekandi,iwouldn'thave

guessedthatsheusedtogotochurch.Shewasa

hardcoreuntil..wellshemetKevinandlostherway.

Weshouldgotochurchwhenyou'refullyrecovered"

shesaid."idon'tknowAmanda,ijustwanttogo

homeandbealonewithmythreeminions.Idon't

thinkI'mreadytofaceGodatthemoment.



Everythingisamess,andI'mbeginningtoquestion

hisexistence.Ofhedoesexistthenhemustbe

happytoseemyendlessmiserly.Hedeservesan

Oscaraward"isaidchucklingbutnotreally

chuckling."don'ttalklikethat,thisisprobablyjust

anotheroneofhistestsonyourfaith"shesaid."

wowatest?.IfthisisatestthenI'vefaileddismally,

atestatacostofmyson'slife.Andnowmy

husband,hewon'twakeup,hisbonesarebroken.

Everythingisamess.Ididn'tknowthatone'slife

couldbeenwashedawayinjustonesingleblow,like

ahurricaneeverythinghappenedsosuddenand

unexpected.Tellmewherewashe,whereishe

whenineedhim.IthinkGodisfake,he'sisfake.

He'sjustanothermyththatwepeoplekeepourfaith

in.Afterallwehavetobelieveintosomething.That's

howtheuniverseturnsaround,yougottabelieveinto

something.WellI'mdone,I'mdonebelieve.Ifhe's

outtherelethimdowhateverhewants.I'mdone

prayingandbegging.Nothingchangesafterall,my

lifeislikeamerrygoround.Ialwaysendupinthe

samepoint"ishoutedsoangrily.Ididn'tknowthati

carriedsomuchangerwithinmeuntilisawherget



startled.Theroomgotfilledwithsilenceafterthat,"

haveyouconsideredseeingapsychiatrists"she

askedholdingmyhand."youthinkI'mgoingcrazy,

don'tyou?"Iaskedgiggled.Cometothinkofitnow.I

hadgonecrazy,iwasmad.Angry,frustrated,raging

withfire.IhadsomanyWhysinmyhead."No,

ofcoursenot.It'sjustthatI'veseenhowyouget

betterafterseeingone.That'swhyI'masking,you've

probablyseentheworstthingsoutthere.Ithinkit

wouldbebetterifseeone"shesaidholdingmyhand

tightly."Whatifidon'twanttogetbetter?.idon't

needapsychiatrists,I'vebeentherebefore.Yesthey

knowhowtomakeallthehurtandbadmemories

sinkunderthepoolofmemoriesbuteverytime

somethinghappens.Thosememoriesresurface.

Theyresurfaceevenmorestrongerthenbefore.

Peoplethinkthatyou'relikeacarinabodyshop.

Youwalkin,andtheyfixyou,andyou'reoutandyou

worklikebrandnew.Itdoesn'tworklikethat,ittakes

constantfixing..."isaidcryingloudly,shestoodup

andembracedme."whatcanidotomakeyoufeel

better?,I'veseenhowyoufakeasmileeverytime

we'rearound.You'renotyouanymore.Iwantmy



wildgirlback"shesaidwipingawayhertearsand

sittingbackdownonhercouch."ijustwantmy

Joaquinback,onlyheknowshowtomakefeel

better.Heknowshowibreakandbend.Iwantmy

Joaquinback..."isaid,wipingawaymyowntears."

he'llsurvive,he'llwakeupsoonerthanyouexpected.

YougottakeepfaithinGod,youneedhimmorethen

everrightnow"shesaid,"everythingitouchbreaks,

it'slikeI'mcursed.Firstitwasmymotherandthen

Ninaandnowmyson,ican'tlosemyhusbandtoo...i

thinkyoushouldstayawayfromme."isaidfeeling

soemotionalwreckedupandhopeless."don'tsay

thatCoh,you'renotacurseokay.You'reablessing.

You'vehelpedalotofpeople.Iwon'tletyoubelieve

suchnosense"shesaidfirmly.

.

"ithinkmymotherinlawhatesme,icanseeitinher

eyes.SheblamesmeforJoaquin'ssituation.Idon't

blameher,iblamemyselftoo"isaidchucklingabit.

"tohellwithmonstersinlaw,aslongasherson

lovesyouthentohellwithher"shesaid."didn'tyou

fixthingswithGrace?"Iaskedfrowning."all



motherinlawsarefullofshit.They'repretentious

snakes,youneverknowwhentheirsmilesare

genuine...iactuallywonderifwe'dturnouttobelike

them"sheasked.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh."idon't

seemyselfbeinglikethattosomebodyelse's

daughter.Andpointofcorrection,notallmotherin

lawsarefullofshit"isaidsmiling."youalways

managetoseegoodinevil.Motherinlawsarefullof

shitandthat'sthat.Period,igotmyeyesonyou.I

giveyou25years,I'llbewatchingyou."Shesaid.I

justlaughed.Wesetandtalkedalittlebitmore.She

mademeforgethowmierablemylifewas.She

sharedhermothertodaughterinlawscenes.Itwas

hilarioustolistentoher
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Grandpaandgrandmaleftaweekago,there'dbeen

toS.A.for5weeks.Itwastwodaysbefore

Christmasandiwasinthecargoinghomewithmy

twolittlegirls.Whowereprettymuchhealthy,itwas



strangewalkinginsidethehouse.Atthebackofmy

mindihadenvisionedSalvatorewelcominguswitha

hiswarmsmileorbetteryetfetchingusfromthe

hospital."mommy!"Lorescreamedrunningtowards

me.Iwascarryingoneofthegirls."heybabyLore"i

saidholdinghimcloser,icouldseethathewanted

metopickhimupbutireallycouldn't."pickmeup,

mommy"hesaidjumpingupanddown."letmeput

thebabyonthecouchfirst"isaidwalkingtowards

thesittingroom.Iputthebabyonthecouchthen

pickedhimup,"imissyoumommy"hesaidholding

metightly."whoa!,imissedyoutoo.HasauntP

beentreatingyouwell?"Iaskedaswewerewalking

outside.Henodded,"mom,isthebabygirlgoingto

sleepinyourroom"heasked."Thebabiesaregoing

tosleepmeuntilthey'regrownlikeyou"isaidpulling

hisnose."inyourroom"heaskedseriously."yes"i

saidchuckling."butthat'smyPapa'sroom"hesaid.

"andit'salsotheirfather'sroom"isaid."you're

goingtosleepwiththebaby?"Heasked.Inodded."

butyou'remymommy"hesaidsulking."thethreeof

youareallmykids,they'reareyourlittlesisters.You

shouldtakegoodcareofthem"isaidputtinghim



downandopeningthelimousine.Igotinandpicked

theothergirl."I'mgoingtosleepinyourroomtoo"

hesaid."butLorenzo,you'regrownnow,grownman

don'tsleepwiththeirmothers.Youhaveyour

room...Rob,couldyougetmybagsandplasticsin"i

saidasiwasopeningthedoor."yesma'am"he

saidwalkingtowardstheboot."theyalsohavetheir

pinkroomandyousaidwe'reallyourbabies...I'm

justababymommy.Whatifmonsterscomeandeat

meatnight"hesaid."ain'tyoujustgoodat

blackmailingpeople,you'rejusttooslyforyourown

ageLore.Wecansleepinoneroomaslongasyou

willbeusingyousmallbabycot"isaidsmiling."

yey!"Hescreamedrunningaroundthehouse."

where'spetunia?,Petunia!,Petunia"icalledout

softly.Iputthebabydownonthecouch.Robkept

onwalkinginwithmythings."Yesma'am,ididn't

hearyoucoming"shesaidascendingdownthe

stairswithasmile."callmema'amonemoretime

andyoushallfacemywrath"isaidfoldingmyarms.

"sorry,letmelookatthosebeautifulsouls"hesaid

walkingtowardsthetwins."ncooh,they'reso

beautiful,hellothere"shesaidseemingso



argumentativeastowhichonesheshouldpickone.

"leavemykidsalone,they'resleeping,youwon'tlike

Maiaonceshewakesup."kahlekahlewhichoneis

Maiabecausetheylookabsolutelythesametome.

Howdoyoutellthemapart?"sheaskedlookingat

thetwoofthemthoughtfully."igottheirlittlefeet

tattooed"isaidpullingherhand."serious?"She

asked."ofcoursenotsilly"isaidlaughing."Mxm"

shesaidlookingsodisappointed."youdidn'treally

thinkthati'dgetthemtattooed...anyways,iwantyou

tohelpmemovetheirbabycotsfromtheirnursary

toourroom.AndLorenzoalsowantstosleepwith

mesoI'mgoingneedhisbabycotfromthestorage"

isaidaswewerewalkingupstairs."thissoundslike

astrenuousthing,youshouldn'tworksohardwith

yourstitch.Whydon'tyoujustcallthesecuritiesat

thegate,askfortheirhelp.Idon'tthinkyoushould

evenbetakingthesemillionsteps"shesaid,she

hadapoint.Theyhotmebreathingoutloudly."you

haveapoint,I'lljustmovetooneofguestrooms

downstairs,letmecallthesecurities"isaidtaking

outmyphone.



.

2hourslateriwassettled.Igotallthebabystuffsi

neededfromthecloset,alsogotmyclothesfrommy

room.Iwastakingabath,ileftMaiaandMiracle

sleepingintheirbabycotsandlorenzowasplayinga

gameonmuphone.Mystomuchdidn'tlooksowell

whenilookedmyselfinthemirror,myfigerwas

ruined.Imadeametalnotetohitthegymanddiet

afteriwasfullyrecovered.Iwrappedatowelaround

mybodythengotout,"P,whatareyoudoinghere"i

askedstartledtofindherintheroom.Shewas

carryingMiracleinherarms."tokeeptheboredom,

farawayfromyouofcourse"shesaid."goandget

dressedsowecancatchup"shesaid.Iwentinto

thecloset

,moisturizedmybody,lubricatedmystitchthen

dressedupintomynightdressandwarmgown."I'm

starving,hospitalfoodissohorrible"isaidsitting

downonthecouch."wehavesomelastnight'sleft

overs.Doyouwantmetowarmitupforyou?"She

asked."restuarentParadisèshoulddelivermylunch

within30minutes.Letmeorderpizzafrom



panarottis,ialsowantChinesefoodandvanillaice

cream.Littleguy,canihavemyphoneplease"isaid

extendingmyhand."areyougoingtohaveallthat?"

Heaskedlaughing."don'tyouguyswantsome,i

thoughtyou'dliketakealittlebitofabreakfrom

cookingtodaybutit'sfineifyouwanttocook"isaid

shruggingmyshoulders."no,no...iwasjustasked.

Don'tmindme"sgesaidfastly.Anywaysiplaced

theorderindifferentplaces."sotellme,whohad

theprivilegeofeatingallmymealswhileiwas

hospitalized?"Iasked,lookingbetweenthetwoof

themwhileipumpedmilkoutofmybreasts.Two

moreweekstheniwasgoingtostopbreastfeeding.

IwasgoingtoaskDrOsborneforthepillswhichare

responsibleforslowingdownthehormones

responsibleformilksecretion."auntPeatyourfood

mommy"Alonzosaidfirst,hehadhisfingerpointed

outatPetunia."Ha!Lorenzo.Marasonkebesikudla"

shesaid,makingmelaughintheprocess."Notme

mommy"Lorenzosaiddefensively."you'resucha

snitchandaselloutyooh"sheexclaimed

unbelievingly."mom,whatisshesaying?"heasked

confused."areyousupposetobehavingcoldthings,



likeicecream?"Sheasked."justalittlebitofitwon't

killme"isaidsighingheavily."Ahhah!Cora,I'llgo

andmakeyouacupofcoffeeandsomebiscuits"he

saidputtingMiracleinhercot."alittleoficecream

won'tkillme"isaidafterher.

.

"yourlawyerishere"petuniasaidwalkinginsidethe

room.Itwas5pm,"Georgeishere?"Iasked

standingup."actuallyshehadcometwodaysafter

yougothospitalized.Ijustforgottomentionitto

you"shesaidlookingguilty."didhesaywhy?"I

askedwalkingoutside."no,hejustwantedtosee

you.Hedidn'tsaywhy"shesaid."I'llberightback"i

saidtoher,shenodded.Ileftherwiththebabies."

MrsSalvatore"hesaidshakingmyhand."

George...pleasesitdown"isaid.Wesatonthe

diningtable.Hehadanenvelopewithhim."howare

youholdingup,iheardabouttheunfortunate

tragedythathappened.howarethekids"hesaid."

I'mdoingjustfine,thegirlsarefineandwealsolost

ourboy.Salvatoreisinacoma...butI'msureyou're

notheretolistentomymisfortunes."isaidsighing,



swallowingthebiglumpinmythroat."I'msosorry

MrsSalvatore"hesaid."whatbringsyouhere

George?"Iaskedclearingmythroat."beforeyour

husbandwentinsearchofyour,hemademedraw

upafewpapers.Hesaidifsomethinghappenedto

him,ishouldgiveyouthese"hesaidhandingmethe

brownenvelope."what'sinhere"iaskedtakingthe

envelope."whydon'tyouopenitandfindout."he

said.Iopenedtheletter,therewasWillandother

paperanddifferentbankingcards.Ahandwritten

letter'ifyou'rereadingthisletterthenI'malready

dead'thatwasthefirstlineoftheletter.Iputitaside

thenreadtheotherdocuments."whatrubbishis

thisGeorge,myhusbandisstillalive.Myhusbandis

notdead,whatisthis?"Iaskedinfuriated."i

understandthat,iknowthat"hesaid."you

understand,thenwhatisthis.Myhusbandisnot

deadGeorge"isaidangrily."MrSalvatoregaveme

strictordersthatifhedoesnotgetincontactwith

mewithinthreedays.Ishouldgivethesetoyou.I

cameherebutyouweren'tavailable,iwentandsaw

him.Hisconditionishopeless,that'swhyicameto

giveyouthese"hesaid."yousawmy



husband?...evenifyoudid,it'snotyourbusinessto

decideifhisconditionishopelessornot.Please

leavemyhouse"isaidstandingup."MrsSalvatore

please,thisisnotonlyaboutyou.Itregardshis

businessestoo.Therearesomepeopleyouneedto

contact,thisisnotonlyaboutyou"hesaid."George

pleaseleave"isaidlookingupattheceiling."you

knowwheretofindme,youmustreadthose

documents...havealovelyday"hesaidsmilingthen

left.

.

"areyouokay?"Petuniaaskedmeasiwasbathing

Maia,ihadalreadybathedMiracleanddressedher

up.Itwasalmost7pm."Yes,I'Mfine"isaid,noteven

lookingather."Cora,youhavetearsinyoureyes"

shesaid."seriously,I'mfine"isaidwipingawaymy

tears."letmebaththislittleone,gotosleep.You

seemsostressed"shesaid."No...imeanthanks

butletmebathher.Iwon'tgetmuchchancenext

year.I'mhungryandI'mcomingdownwithsome

headache"isaidlookingather."I'llwarmupthat

pizzaforyouandgetyousomepills"shesaid



standingup.Justcamebackjustwheniwas

moisturizingMaia."thankyouPetunia,beforeyou

gotosleep.Caniaskyouforafavour?"Iasked."

yeah,sure.Youcanaskforanything"shesaidkindly.

"coouldyoudosomeshoppingforme,Robwill

driveyoutotownandhe'lldriveyouhomeafterthat.

I'msureyoualsowanttospendChristmasevewith

yourfamily.Youcancomebackonthe26thevening.

Iknowyou'reonlyLorenzo'snannyandyouonlyget

paidforthat.Ipromisetopayyouextraifyoucould

justhelpmearound."isaidlookingatherwith

pleadingeyes."sure,youdon'thavetoask.You

guysarelikemysecondfamily.Youdon'thaveto

payme.I'lldoyourgroceriesonlyifyougivemea

list.Itendtobeveryforgetfulsometimes"shesaid.

"ohhthanks,thankyou"isaidunbelievingly."good

nightma'am"shesaidsmiling."goodnightP"isaid

chucklingabit.Ifedthegirlsthenputthemtotheir

cots.IwaseatingwhenLorenzowokeuprubbing

hiseyes.Itwasaround8:30."mom"hesaid

standingupfromhisbed."hey,whatisit,cant

sleep?"Iaskedwalkingtowardshim."comehere,

areyouhungry?"Iaskedpickinghimup."iwantmy



Papa"hesaidthenstartedtocry."shhh...We'llgo

andseePapaononChristmasday."Isaidhugging

himtightly.Howwasisupposedtocomfort

someoneelse,No,notjustsomeoneelse.Akid

whileiwasbreakingandhopelessmyself."you

mustbehungry,Ihavesomepizza,I'llsingyoua

lullabyandthenyou'llfallasleep"isaidkissinghis

foreheadandwipingawayhistears."iloveyouokay,

yourdadlovesyoutoo"isaidbrushinghisbraidsas

heate.

.

Ihadtowakeupeverytwohours,changesthegirls

sleepingpositionsthenfeedthem.Ihardlyslept,

PetuniawenttothemalltobuyusChristmas

groceries,ihadjustbathedthetwinsandfed.iwas

bathingLorenzowhenthedoorbellrang."don'tsplit

wateraround,I'llberightback"isaidpickingup

whitetoweltowipemyhands."whoisit?"Iasked

openingthedoor.ItwasSalvatore'smother."

motherinlaw"iexclaimedsuprised.Shehada

suitcaseinherhands."Cora"shesaidfindingher

wayin.Iwasstilldumpfounded."whatbringsyou



here?"Iaskedsmilingatbitasifollowedherinside

afterclosingthedoor."doineedareasontocome

atmyson'shouse?"Sheaskedlookingaround."oh

ofcoursenot,iwasjust---"relax"shesaidsmiling."i

heardyoucamebackhome.Soithoughtyoucould

useallthehelpyoucouldget.Afteralltheyaremy

grandchildren.Sowherearethey?"Sheasked

leavinghersuitcase."downthecorridor,second

room.They'rearesleepingatthemoment"isaid

followingherwiththesuitcase."Theyhavetowake

up,grandmaishere"shesaidloudly.

.

Unedited.
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Ijoinedherintheroomafterputtinghersuitcasein

theotherguestroom.Shehadalreadywokenupthe

kidswithherloudvoice.ShehadMaiainherarms

andlorenzowassomehowintheroom,allwet."

grandmadidyougetmesweets"heasked."ohi



forgot"shesaidglancingatLorenzothenbackat

Maia."ithoughttheirmelaninwouldhavechanged

bynow,theydon'tshowandsignsofblackness"she

commentedlookinginbetweenthetwogirls."but

grandmayoupromisedmetheotherday"lorenzo

saidsulking."Lorenzothere'splentyofsweetsin

thehouse,come.Letmewipeyourbody"isaid

walkingintothebathroom."areyousurethatthese

areyourkids"sheasked.Herquestiongotme

blinkingafewtimes."ialsohadmydoubtsbuttheir

hazelblueeyesgoteverythingcleared"isaid

chucklingnonchalantly."Youcan'tputyourbeton

that,mostwhitepeoplehavehazelblueeyes."she

saidchuckling.Ijustshruggedmyshouldersand

brushedtheuncomfortablefeelingoff.Anywaysi

dressedupLorenzoandthentookashowermyself.

.

Petuniamadeitbackaround12pm,salvatore's

accountantwasresponsibleforpayingallhis

workers.Itranferred1ktoheraccountjusttoshow

myappreciation.Itwasn'tmonthendyessoshe

hadn'tbeenpaid.Shewasthrilled,wouldn'tstop



thankingandblessingme.Shewenthomefor

ChristmasandiwasleftwithNomsa,mymotherin

lawandmykids.Shesuprisinglyprepareddinner,it

wasjustasimpledeliciousmeal."howyourkids?"I

asked.Notthatididn'tknow,ijustwanttoknow

howtherelationshipbetweenherandEsihlewas."

they'redoingjustfine"sheansweredshortly."all

threeofthem?"Iaskedstandingupwithmyempty

plate."ilikestraightforwardpeople,stopbeating

aroundthebush.Ifyouwantedtoaskmeabout

Esihlethenyoushould'vedirectlydoneso"shesaid

calmy."imyselfisusuallystraight...Sohaveyou

guystalkedthingsthrough?.Imeanthesituation

wassointenseduringthedawrydayandatthe

weddingtoo."Isaidcollectingotherdirtydishes."

mydaughterandiaredoingjustfine."shesaid.To

methatwasavagueanswerthatsaid'canwe

pleasestoptalkingaboutthis'."mhh,it'sgoodto

know.Wewouldn'twantOmuhletogrowupina

hostileenvironment,nowwouldwe?"Iasked

walkingtothekitchenwiththedishes.Iputthe

dishesonthedishewashingmachinewhileicleared

upthetable.Lorenzowasstilleating.Sittingonhis



highbabydiningchaircombinedtable."Whatare

yourplansforChristmas"sheaskedwalkingintothe

kitchen."I'mjustgonnastayindoorswithmylittle

familyandthenwe'llgotoseeJoaquinlateron.

Lorenzohasbeencryingforhim"isaidlookingat

herwithafaintsmile."I'vebeenreallywantingto

askyouthis,nooneiswillingtoanswerme.Iknow

you'retheonlyonewithalltheanswers"shesaid

lookingsoserious."whatisit?"Iaskedfrowning."

whatreallyhappenedtoJoaquin,whathappenedto

myson?.Iknowit'sallconnectedtoyourkidnapping,

itbreaksmyhearttoseehimlyingsoalmostlifeless

inthatbed.It'slikethey'retryingtoputmany

differentpeople'spiecestogether"shesaidlooking

soemotional."talkingaboutthiswillonlybringback

allthememoriesofthatdayandidon'twantto

remember.Itwasthemosthorribledayofmylife,i

understandyourcuriosityashismotherbutican't.

Excuseme"isaidthenwalkedoutofthekitchen."

whereareyougoingCora?"Iheardherask.Iwent

intotheguestroomiwasusing.Preparedtobath

mygirls,LorenzowalkedinasiwasbathingMiracle.

"mom,I'mnottakingabathtoday.I'msotired"he



saidsighingheavilywithhishandsonhiswaist."

aren'tyoujustadramaking?"Iaskedgiggling."I'm

tiredmommy"hesaidthrowingpuppyeyesatme."

wecouldskipthebathtonightbutdon'tgetusedto

it.Goandbrushyourteeth.PeeandputonyourPJs,

they'reintheseconddrawerinthebathroom.You

sawwhereiputthem."isaid."iloveyoumom"he

said."iloveyoumore"isaidshakingmyhead.I

finishedupbathingthegirlsthenbumpedmilkinto

theirformulas,Lorenzowhowassupposedly'tired'

wasplayingacomputergame.Anywaysitooka

quickshowerthenworemycomfyPJs."okay,

enoughoftheplaying,gotosleepnow"isaidtaking

hiscomputer."mommy!"Hescreamedupsetjerking

hiswholebody."hey,stopdoingthat"isaidfirmly.

"iwasabouttowin"hesaidlookingdown."ibet

youdon'tevenunderstandthisthing,idon'tgetwhy

yourfatherhadtobuyyouthisthing."Imurmuredto

myself."gotosleepplease.Ialsowanttogoto

sleep,it'sbeenalongday"isaidcoveringhimwitha

blanket."pleasereadthisonefortonight"hesaid

takingabookunderhispillow."whendidyouget

thisbook"iaskedfrowningwhiletakingthebook.He



justsmilednaughty,anywaysireadhimtosleep.I

wentupstairstoourbedroom,itfeltsocold.Hada

lotofmemories,itwasactuallyagooddecisionfor

metosleepintheguestroom.Icouldseehimin

everycorneroftheroom,everylittleconversationof

ours.Hissmilepaintedalloverthewalls.Iwentinto

theclosetwhereifoundmybags,theone'sihadleft

intheresident.Theywerealltogetherwithhandbag,

itookitandoffloadedeverythingonthecouch.

That'swhenicameacrossmyweddingband,i

askedmyself'howcometheydidn'tstealit.Iputit

on,stillwondering.Thentherewasmydeadphone,i

openeditupandtookmymemorycard.Iput

everythinginthebagandtookmylaptopbag.Just

wheniwasabouttoexitthecloset,inoticedhis

bikerjacket.Itwasasifitwasstaringatme.The

onewithalotsofbadges.Itookitoutofthe

coathangerthenwalkedoutofthecloset.Inoticed

thatthebrownenvelopewasn'twhereihadleftit

andsawitearlieron.Iputeverythingiwascarrying

onthediningtablethenwenttoknockonmotherin

law'sroom."yes"sheanswered.Iwalkedin,she

wasuncoversreadingthebible."sorrytobotheryou



thislateatnightbuthaveyouseethebrown

envelopethatwasontheleftsideofthetable.Ican't

findit"isaidfastly.Shelookedatmeforalongwhile,

"iputitontheupperrightshelveofthetvstand.You

shouldputstufflikethoseawayfromthekid'sreach.

Lorenzocouldhavespilledjuiceonit"shesaid."ohh

thanks.I'llremembertodothatnexttime"isaid

fakingachuckle.Iwentandtookit,istartedreading

everything.Itwaspointlessafterall,hehadgiven

everythingheeverownedtome.Allheckwholeofit,

that'sifhehaddied.Hewasstillalivesoihadno

accesstohismoney.Iwashisnominee,thebenefit

ofanomineeisthatintheeventofdeathofan

accountorlockerholderthebankcanrelease

moneyintheaccountorcontentsofthelockerto

theappointednominee.Ionlyhad'eitherorsurvivor

'accountandthenhisblackcard.Itwasjustalltoo

muchandconfusing,ihadtogetincontactwithhis

accountantandlawyer.Ididn'tunderstandhalfthe

thing.Iavoidedreadinghishandwrittenletter.There

weresomepaperswhichneededmysignatures.I

neededtogetincontactwithGeorge.Anywaysi

wasbroughtbacktoearthbythecryingbaby.I



packedeverythinginmybagthenrushedtothe

room.Theywerebothcrying,ididn'tknowwhatto

do.Ipickedthethemonebyoneandputthemon

mybedthefedtheusingbothmyarms.Maia

wouldn'tstopcrying."stopcrying!"Iscreamed

frustrated.Iwascryingmyself,"pleasejuststop"i

saidsoftlybutcrying.Iheldeachinmyarms,

shushingthemwhilewalkingaround.Lorenzowas

sittingonhisassfrowning,"whyareyoucrying

mommy?"Heasked."pleasejust,justgobackto

sleep"isaidclosingmyeyes.

.

"mom,thebabygirliscrying"iheardalonzofaintly

say.Itwasalmostlikeadream."mhh"imurmured

tiredl."mom,wakeup"heshookmemoreharder.I

openedupmyeyes.Maia'svoicegoeevenmore

louder,"whattimeisit"iaskedsittingupright,

slowly.Idraggedmyfeettohercotandpickedher

up."youcanbeveryfrustrating,whydoyouhaveto

besuchalunatic"iasked,emotionlesslylookingat

her.Herfacehadturnedallpink,shehadpoppedout

veins.Iwalkedoutoftheroomwithher,thatdayi



fedherdirectlyfrommybreasts.Iwassofrustrated,

Nomsacamethereto'helpmeout'right,i

wonderedhowshesleptwhileididn'tsleepawink.

Somuchforbeinghelpful,Maiafinallyfellasleep

afterwhatfeltlikeadecade.Andthenihadtodeal

withMiracle,whowassilentlycrying.Ibreastfedher

toothenwentbacktosleep.Thatyeartookthe

awardforworstyearofmylife.Wedidn'tevenset

uptheChristmastreeforChristmas.Iwastootired

tocooksoweorderedin.Thefishtankandasmall

orangefishihadorderedforLorenzogotdelivered.

ItmightnothavebernthebrightestChristmaseve

everbutattheendofthedayhewashappy,he

bacameevenmorehappierwhenwewenttoseehis

father.Nomsataggedalone,shekeptgivingme

looksasifshewantedtosaysomethingbut

somethingheldherback.Itwasthesameshiton

newyear'seve,Amandaaskedmetocomeand

celebratewiththewholegrouplikewealwaysdid

buticouldn't.Iwasofficiallyasingleparentof

threeattheageof22icouldproudlysayiknew

almostallthat'stheretoknowaboutlife.Everyday

wasastruggle.SoicontactedGeorgeandhe



explainedeverythingtome.Everythingthatneeded

tobesignedbySalvatorewasgoingtobesignedby

meregardlessofthefactthathewasalive.He

advisedthaticheckeverysinglebusinessbook

becausetheCOOsandmanagersalongwiththe

accountantscouldn'tbetrusted.Soeverysingle

monthlyspendingi'dtocheck.Ialsocontactedthe

guyhehadaskedtohandletheprojectofbuilding

hotelParadisè.Everythinggotsettledbeforeiwent

backtotheresidency.

.

LorenzowasdoingRRintheverymostexpensive

schoolinJohannesburg.Reasonbeingsafe,ididn't

wanttogetacallonedaytellingmethathehas

beenkidnappedorsomething.itwasfebruary.He

didnotlikeschoolasmuchasithoughtshewould.I

gotacalleverysinglemorningtellingmehewas

protesting,ihadtobegorthreatenhim.Nomsawas

stillstayingwithusandigotanannyforMaia,the

secondonefailedtheinterview.Morelikeididn't

trustherwithmykidssoigotPetuniatobeboth

LorenzoandMiracle'snanny.Miraclewasnotas



muchastroublesomeasMaia.Idoubledhersalary.

Theothernanny'snamewasGugu,blackbut

educatedenoughtospeakproperenglish.Soother

thenlookingafterMaiashewasgoingtoclean

aroundthehouse,twiceaweek.Mariacomingonce

aweekwasn'tenoughanymore.Theyexchanged

turnsincooking.

.

"areyouokay"DrFrancisaskedmeasiwasreading

thereportsofapatientwhohadmiscarriage."do

youstillbelieveshefelldownthestairs.Forgetiti

don't.Ijustdon'tgetwhywomantoleratesuch

bullshit"isaidsighing."itdoesn'tmatterwhati

believeifshewon'tspeakout.Themedicalreports

clearlyshowsthatshewasbeatenup...forgetabout

that.HowareyoudoingandhowisMrSalvatore?"

Heaskedaswewalkeddownthehallway."The

same"thatanswergotimprintedintomymind.Igot

usedtosayingit."haveyoubeeneatingwelllately?,

resting?"Heaskedworridly."ieatandrestwheni

gettime"isaidshrugging."it'simportanttolook

afteryourself,especiallywhenyou'reamedical



student.Youneedalltheenergyyoucouldget...and

rightnowyoulooksounwell.You'velostalotof

weightitseems"hesaid."howdoyouexpectmeto

behealthy,I'mamotherofthree,istressevery

sundsyihavetoleavehome.Ihavetobe

emotionallythereforourlittleboy.Shushhimwhen

hecriesmissinghisfather.I'mamedicalstudent.I

havemodulestopass,animportantresidencepass

testattheendoftheyear.Myhusbandhasbeenina

comatoseforthreemonthsnow,notjustthatihave

tocheckifhisbusinessesaregoingsmoothly.

Wheredoigetthetimetolookaftermyself.That's

nptjustitEttore,ihaveamotherinlawgawkingat

melikeahawk."Isaidemotionless,theoldCora

wouldhavebrokendownandcriedbutiwasn't

aboutthatanymore.Ilearnttolivelikearobot,ihave

atimetablesetforeachandeveryday.Ignoredthe

scarydreamsthathauntedmeeverysinglenightm

ignoredthefactthatiwasstartingtoforgetmy

husband'ssmileandlaughter."I'mtakingyou

acrossthestreetforlunch"hesaid."mylunchwill

bedeliveredwithin10minutes.Thisisthelast

monthofmegettingtohaveit"isaidlookingatmy



wristwatch."TheonethatyougettogivetoMrs

Smith?.Come,I'mtakingyouout"hesaidpullingme

bymyhand.

.

Itwasafridaymonthend,beforedrivinghomei

drovetoclubParadisè.Theclubwasloaded,iwas

runninggoodnotassmoothasSalvatoreranit.I

walkedstraighttotheofficewhichihadthekeysto.

Themanagercameinwiththebookthatineeded.It

hadeverydetailfromstock,sales,losesandprofit."

Cora"hesaidsmilingabit."hi,howisthebusinees

going"iasked."everythingsingledetailisrightthere.

Thebankslipsareattachedthereasyouasked.I'll

depositthetonight'scashtomorrowmorning.You'll

getthenotification.Theslipwillbedeliveredtoyou"

hesaid.Well,myhusband'sphonewasinmy

posession.ItwaseasierbecauseIknewthe

password.Onecrazyhormonalnightduringmy

pregnancyiaskedhimtogiveittome.Ihadaknife

inmyhands,hewasboundtogiveittome.

Sometimesigotshadeycallsfromhisunderworld

clients."thanksforthebook.I'lltakemyleave"isaid



standingupafterputtingitinmybag."aren'tyou

goingtopartywithus?"Heaskedfollowingme

towardsthedoor."ificouldyeah"isaidchuckling."

goodnight,takecareoftheclub"isaid.Heusually

saidthatmyhusbandusedtointeractwithhis

clients.That'soneofthereasonstheclubgot

loadedbutididn'thavetimeforthatandiwasn'tmy

husband.

.

Igothomearound22pm.Iwentstraighttotheguest

roomiusedaftercheckingoneachandeveryoneof

mykids.Everytimeicamehomethey'dlongasleep,

myheartbroke.Itookalongwarmbath,itsomehow

washedawayallmytirelessnightandloneless.

Lonelinesswaseatingmeslowlybutsurely,imissed

myhusband.Ijustwantedtobeheldinhisarms.

Toldthatiwasloved.Ifellasleepassoonasihitthe

pillow,iwaswokenupbytinyhandstouchingmy

face."heybabyLore"isaidsoftlyafteropeningmy

eyes."mom,whenarewegoingtoseePapaagain?"

That'sthefirstthingheasked."Robinsonisgoingto

takeyouthereintheafternoon...howischool.Have



youfoundfriendsyet?"Iaskedsittingupright."i

don'tlikeschoolmommy.Thekidsaresomean,i

don'twanttogotoschool"hesaidfoldinghisarms.

"butyourteacherisnice"isaidbrushinghisbraids."

yesmissMcKenzieisnicebutidon'twanttogoto

school"hesaid."ifyouwanttobeclever,strong

andbiglikeyourPapathenyou'llhavetogoto

schoolotherwiseyou'llshrinkandbecomethesize

ofanant"isaid."you'relyingmommy"hesaid

laughing."noI'mnot,tellyouwhat...youcanask

yourfatherwhenhewakesup.He'lltellyou,ifyoudo

notgotoschoolyoushrink"isaidsmiling.Hekept

onshakinghisheadno."momwhydon'tyougowith

metoseepapa?"Heasked."mommyhastolook

afterPapa'sbusinesseswhilehesleepssothat

whenhewakesuphefindseverythinginorder.I'llgo

onaSunday"isaid."Ialsowanttogowithyou"he

said."thenyou'renotgoingtogotoday"isaid

smiling."mom,whydon'tyoutakemeoutforice

creamanymore?"Heaskedanotherheartbreaking

question."tellyouwhat,we'llgeticecreamonour

waytoseePapatomorrow.It'sadeal"isaid."deal

sealed"hesaidthenwehighfivedlikeweusedto.A



lotchanged,ididmybesttobesufficientinallfields.

Remindedmyselfthat'wgenthegoinggetstough

thetoughgetsgoing'.Icouldn'trememberthelast

timeiworemyfullmakeuporoneofmycrazyoutfit.

Itwaseitheriwaswearingformalclothesorhospital

uniform.Soitookabathandwenttocheckonthe

businesses.AlsohadameetingwiththeRPPM,

everythingwasgoodexceptthatimadeitback

homearound6pm.Notjustthatiwastiredtoo."i

camejustintimedidn'ti"isaidsmilingasifound

everyonearoundthetable."thisisnotimefora

womentobecominghome"Nomsasaid."youknow

howitis"isaidputtingmybagsonanemptychair

andsittingdown."howaremylittlegirlsdoing"i

askedkissingLorenzo'sforehead."They'redoing

good,andwe'rerunningoutofdiapers."Gugusaid."

it'sabouttimeichangedeverythingtheirarethree

monthsoldnow.Ibetthosediapersdon'tevenfit

well."iwasthinkingaboutthattoo"Psaid."what

happenedtohim?"IaskedreferringtoLorenzowho

seemedrathermoody."iforbadhimtohaveice

cream.It'scoldandlate.youknowhowhyperactive

hegets"Psaid."ipromisedyouwe'llhaveicecream



tomorrowonourwaytoseeyourpapa,didn'ti?"I

askedputtingmyarmaroundhim...ibaththegirls

andtheysleptwithmelliketheyalwaysdidona

Saturdays.Allfourofusslepttogether.

.

"haveyouguysseenmyreddiamondneckless?.I

wasrearrangingmyclosetandit'smissing"iasked

joiningeveryoneonthetableforbreakfast.Itwas

almost9am."no,ihaven'tseenit"Gugusaid."

ohhw"iexclaimed,"actuallyiborrowedit,iwas

meetingupwithmychurchfriends.Youknowhow

churchwomencanbe.Ialsoborrowedyourblack

andwhitestrappedblockheels.Youshould'vesee

thelookintheireyes"Nomsasaid."youtookmy

stuffwithoutmyknowledgeandyoucallit

borrowing?."iaskedboilingup."ithoughtitwasn't

goingtobemuchofabigdeal.Iwasgoingtoreturn

yourthings."shesaidcasually."Thatnecklace

wasmyfirstbirthdaygiftfrommyhusband.Itcosts

morethan30k...It'sfineaslongasnodamagewas

donetoit"isaidsighingtgensatdown."soit's

genuine...caniborrowitfortoday'sservice.I'llreturn



itafterthat"sheasked."sure"iansweredshortly.I

ranoutofappetite,anywaysiaskedRobinsonto

driveustothehospital,allfourofus.Igotacall

fromAmandaonourwaythere.

.
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Cora'spov

.

..."canyoubelievethenerveofthatwoman.She

saiditsochilled,likewhatthehell."Iexclaimedso

infuriated.AmandaandiweretalkingaboutNomsa

onthephone.Iwassofrustrated,"asmuchasi

hatetosaythis...butitoldyouso.Itoldyoutoask

hertoevacuate,nogoodcomesoutofamother

inlawandadaughterinlawlivingunderthesame

roof.Butwhatdidyousay?,'ohh,she'sprobably

goingtoleavewithinafewdays'.Youreapwhatyou

sow"shesaidlaughing."I'mdeadserioushereand

you'rebusylaughing.Youcanbesuchapussy

sometimes"isaidtakinginasharpbreath."ifI'ma

pussythenyou'resureadick.SolistenhereDickson



youhavetooptions,it'seitheryouaskyourdear

motherinlawtomoveoutorkeepyoursignificant

belongingslockedaway.Knowinghowsoftofadick

you'vebecomeI'msureyou'lloptforthelastoption."

Shesaid."she'sSalvatore'smotherandmykid's

grandma,notjustthatbutshe'smyelder.Ican'tjust

kickherout"isaidsighing."ohhplease,sincewhen

haveyoubecomesoancient.Shenevergotalong

withMrmusclesandidoubttheyeverwill.That

womandoesn'tevenlikeyourlittlegirls,shedoubts

thatthey'reevenyours.Iswearonedayshe'llburst

out"shesaidsofirmly.Icouldtellthatshewas

angrywithme,"AmandaI'mtiredoffighting.Just

letherbe,shehasherconcerns.Imeaneveni

doubtedthematfirst.She'snotthatbad"isaid

tiredly."whenwillyouwakeupandsmellthecoffe

Cora.Eversincethenewsaboutyourpastlifegot

out.Shehasneverbeenthesame,shelooksatyou

socodly"shesaidangrily,morelikeshouted."I'm

sorry,youjustbehavedifferentlythesedays.My

bitchwouldhaveburstedalready."shesaidsighing

heavily."ThisisnotonlyaboutmeMandy,I'ma

motherofthreenow.Allonmyown,ican'taffordto



startafight.Iwantastableenvironmentformykids,

ifigoallgagathingswouldjustbecomesohostile"i

explained."yousee,that'swhatiwastalkingabout.

"shesaid."ijustsmiledandsighed."stop

exaggeratingthings.Lookthere'sanincomingcall

fromMom,willchatlater"isaid."iloveyouokay"

shesaid.Shealwayssaidthat.Idon'tknowwhy,

maybetomakemefeellighter."iknow,bye"isaid

smiling."Heymom,letmecallyouinafew

minutes."IsaidassoonasIanswered.Ididn'teven

giveherachancetoreply.Wehadjustreachedthe

caféwhereweweregoingtogeticecream.Lorenzo

wasthefirstonetogetoutassoonasRobopenthe

door."becarefulnottofall"isaidafterhim."Rob

helpedmegetthebabiessettledintheirpram.

Whichwasmeantforthreekids,theemptyseatin

betweenthetwogirlsmademyheartache.Buti

bottleditallin,ihadtobestrongformykidsand

husband.I'veneverreallyenteredhisnursayroom,

it'slikeiwantedtoshaveeverythingbackandmove

onatthefullestofspeedsbutatthesametimei

wascarryeverysinglememorywithinme.Tgere

werejustdifferentpiecesofmanydifferentpuzzles.



Wegotatableatthefarcorner.Thegirlswere

sleepingwhileLorenzoandiwerelickingourice

creams..."sothismeansthatyouhavenoreally

friends"isaidgiggling.Ihadjustaskedhimhow

manyfriendshehad.Heliterallycountedallthetoys

weeverboughthim."Mommmmy"hesaidlooking

around."you'resuchaweirdkid.Youknowthat

right?"Iaskedfrowning."mom,idohaveafriend.

RememberKender"hesaid."youcan'tbeserious.

You'veonlybeenwithKendraforlike.4,5times?"I

askedfrowning."she'smybestfriend."heinsisted.

"ihavethisfeelingthatyou'llturnouttobejustlike

ypurfather.AWomanis---forgetit.Finishupyourice

creamandwe'llgoandseepapa"isaidlookingat

mywristwatch.

.

Hisskinseemedtobegettingpalerdaybyday.It

wasnotdryorcrankjustkindoflifeless.Itwaslike

hewasrunningoutofredbloodcells.Themachines

keptonbeepingloudly.Hehadsomanydrips

insertedintohisflesh.Islightlykissedhislips,"

mom,whyisn'tPapatalkingtousanymore"Lorenzo



asked.Hewasstandingonthecouchontheother

sideofthebed.IheldAlonzo'shandtightly.Lorenzo

lookedsaddened."He'sjusttired.Hisbodyisstillin

somuchpain.He'llwakeup,you'llsee.We'llallgoto

dunbantogether,we'llgooutforicecream.We'll

havesomuchfun.Likewealwaysdid"isaidlooking

athimwithabroadconvincingsmileonmyface."

Papaishurt?"Heasked."He'sgoingtogetbetter

Lorenzo.He'sastrongman"isaid.Themorewe

cametovisitAlonzotheharderLorenzo'squestions

weigheddownonme.Wesatlikethatandtalked,

sometimesthefourofuswouldcomeandmake

funnyvideoswhilewemakeuphisfaceandpainted

hisnails.Igotallthevideosandpicturesandaudios

ofussavedinoneUSBcard.Allofthevideosmade

eversincewemet.ItmadeLorenzogiggle,thetwins

keptongrowingandgrowing.Myhusbandwasstill

inthesamestate,theemptinessandlonelinessin

metookover.Noonewastherewheni'dwakeup

fromthenightmaresofthatoneunfortunatetragedy.

Sometimesi'ddreamofmylateson,Miceal.

Everytimeinmydreamhewasfloatingonapoolof

clearwaterbutthenwaterwouldturnintobloodand



he'ddrown.I'dfailtosavehim,afterwakingupfrom

thatI'dhystericalcrywhileholdingontothepillow.I

diddreanofmyhusbandtoo,thatwasonebeautiful

dream.We'dwalkontheseashore,he'dpickingme

upandspinmearoundandi'dgiggle.

.

OntheholidaysofApril,itwasLorenzo'sbirthday

andiwashome.Beenhomeforthepastfordays,"

Heybuddy...wakeup"iwhisperedshakinghimlightly,

whileholdingthesmallroundcakewithmyother

hand.Itwasaround6am,hewokeupandrubbedhis

eyes.Petuniahadthecamerarollingbehindme,"it's

yourbirthday"isaidsmiling.Heopeneduphiseyes

frowning. happybirthdaytoyouyou

Happybirthdaytoyou

HappybirthdaydearLorenzo

Happybirthdaytoyou ...ibakedyouthisugly

lookingcake.Blowoffthecandlesandmakeawish"

isaidgiggling.Heblowoffthecandlesaftermaking

awish."istheresomethingyou'dliketosayto

Papa...onthecamera."Iaskedpointingoutatthe



camera."imissyouPapa"hesaid."Salvatorewe're

abouttocutthecakeandeatit.It'sapityyouaren't

heretohaveapiece.Iknowitlookshorribleonthe

outsidebutittastedelicious.Imadeitjusttheway

youtaughtme"isaidtotgecamera."okaybye"i

saidblockingthecamera'seyes...wewereallsitting

aroundthelongdinningtable.HavingfullEnglish

breakfastpreparedbymeandpetunia.Icooked

everythingifoundontherefrigerator.Itwasmy

babylore'sbirthdayafterall,Nomsawasstillstaying

withus.She'dgotoherhousemaybeforoneortwo

daysthencomeback.Bythewayilockedupmy

roomandshewasn'thappyaboutit.Sheswitched

uppositionsandplayedvictim,askedmequestions

like'ifididn'twanttoborrowhermystufftheni

shouldhavejustsaidso,amimakingherathief.

SheevendaredtosayitwasherSon'smoneythat

boughtmeallthestupidglamorousthings.Things

gotquiteheating,thefactthatikeptonsayingsorry

infuriatedherevenmore.Thenextmorningshe

cametoapologisebuticouldtellthatitwasn't

genuine.Shewentfrom'borrowing'mystuffto

invitingherchurchfriendsover.Andthatgotme



buyinggroceriestwiceamonthbutididn'tfighther.

Thedoorbellrang,"iguessyourgiftishere"isaid

standingupfirsttogettgedoor."whatisitmommy

"heaskedcuriously."Waitforit"iscreamed

giggling.Igotthegiftfromthedeliveryguy"thanks"

isaidbeforewalkingbackin..."apuppy,it'sapuppy"

Lorenzoscreamedrunningtowardsme.Iputthe

littlepuppywithwhitefurdown.Itaassocute,"this

isthebestbirthdaygiftever"hescreamedholding

thepuppyintohisarms."heybecareful"isaid

laughing."caniplaywithhiminmyroom?"He

asked."ihaven'tevenputhisbeltaroundhisneck...

okayfine.Youcango"isaid."iloveyoumom"he

screamedrunning."iloveyoumom"hesaidturning

around."iloveyoumore"isaidshakingmyhead."

finally,nowI'llstophearingaboutJosh'spuppyand

whatnot"Petuniasaidputtingdownthecamera.

Joshwasoneofhisnemesisatschool."we'restill

goingtoGoldreefcity,right?"Guguasked."of

course"isaidchuckling.Gugulovedgoingout."i

wishicouldjoinyouallguysbutigotthisceremony

ihavetoattend"Nomsasaid."weunderstand



mother"isaid."Lorenzoisreallyluckytohavea

stepmotherlikeyou.You'dswearyoutwowere

bloodrelated"sheadded.tensionbuiltuparoundthe

table."she'sthebestthingthathaseverhappened

tome"isaidfakingasmile.

.

Wespendthedayplayinggamesatgoldreefcity.All

myfriendswerethere,includingsomeoftheir

husbands.Wehadsomuchfunbutitallwenton

veinwhen...Wellidroveinatthesametimewith

motherinlaw.Shewasdrivingmyhusband'sAustin

Martin,oneofmyhusband'sfavouritecar.Shecould

havetakentheBMWx6,shedroveintothegarage.I

parkedoutsodebutrushedinbeforeitcouldclose."

what'sgoingonhere,didyoucarbreakdown.Why

areyouusingsalvatore'scar?"Iaskedfastly.Icould

feelmyheartpumping."No,mycardidnt

breakdown.Isthereanycrimeinusingmyson's

car?"Heasked."mother,thisissalvatore'sfavourite

car.Hewouldn'tevenletmedriveit.Couldn'tyou

havepickedanyothercar"iaskedangrily."icould

havepickedtheFerraributitwouldn'trecognisemy



voice.Iseenoissueindrivingmyownson'scar,I'm

hismotherafterall."Shesaid."Salvatorewouldn't

evenletmedriveitandyoutookadvantageofhis

comatose.Ihopeyoudidn'tscratchit"isaid

checkingitout."whatisthis?"Iaskedunbelievingly.

"it'sjustasmalldent,I'llgetitrepaired.It'sjustthat

stupidtaxidriver,hehaltedsosuddenthaticouldn't

pullmybreakontime.Wecollidedslightly"shesaid.

"Salvatoreisgoingtokillme,nohe'sgoingtokill

you.Eversinceyoucamehereyou'vebeennothing

buttrouble.It'slikeyoucameherewithsomestupid

agenda.I'mnotgoingtowastemyenergyandtalkto

you.Pleaseleavemyhouse,it'slateyoucanleave

tomorrow"isaidraisingmyhandsup.Iwasso

frustrated,"andwhoareyoutokickmeoutofmy

son'shouse?.I'mnotgoinganywhere,thisismy

son'shouse"shesaidasiwaswalkingupthe

staircases."ifyouhaven'tnoticedtheringonmy

fingertgenletmeexplainittoyou.Iamhiswife,the

motherofhiskids.Pleasejustleavemyhouse.I'm

tiredmother,I'mtiredofallthefakesmiles.I'mtired

ofhavingtoseeyour10friendseverysunday

evening.It'sdraining,I'mtiredofhavingtocorrect



Lorenzo'swordsbecauseyouwatchinappropriate

showsontelevisions.I'mbeggingyoutoleavein

God'sname"ipleadedputtingmyhandstogether."

ifyouthinkthatI'mgoingtoleavemygrandsonwith

awitchlikeyouthenyou'vegotanotherthing

coming.Youkilledhismotherandthenyoutriedto

killhisfatherandnowisee.You'reaftermy

grandsontoo.Youwanttohaveallthiswealthto

yourself.Youwanttospendmyson'shardearned

moneywithyourillegitimatelittledevil'ssprouts.

Overmydadbody,tellmeCora.Howdoyoudoit,

howdoyoubecomealier,acheat,akiller,awitch

andaprostituteatthesametime.Imustgiveitto

yourloveportion.Yougotmysontosignoverallhis

hardearnedbloodandsweattoyourname.Hedidn't

eventhinkaboutme"shekeptongoingonandon.I

hadtearsrunningdownmyface.Icouldn'ttakethat,

icouldn't.Ifoundmyselfrunningupstairsilocked

myselfinmyroom.Criedmyselftosleep.

.

Thefirstthingididinthemorningwascallinthe

securities.Itwasaround7am,ihadtakenabathand



woremytracksuits.Ifoundeveryonearoundthe

table,havingbreakfast.Iopenedthedoorforthe

securities."motherinlawtheywillkindlyshowyou

yourwayhome.Haveyoupackedyoursuitcases

yet?"Iaskedfoldingmyarmsandsmiling."what's

goingonhere?"Sheaskedstandingup."come,I'll

explainittoyou"isaidwalkingtowardsthesitting

room."itoldyouI'mnotgoing"shesaidfoldingher

arms."I'vecometoaconclusionthatyouandIcan

notsharethesamehouse.Yousee,I'maprostitute,

alier,akillerandawitchandyoumymotherinlaw

isanAngelfromheaven.Maybeyou'reare

Maria...thatwouldmakeSandileJesus"isaidthen

laughedattheend."anywayssince,myhusband

andi.Theoneyouputathisfather'sdoorstepsjust

acoupleofhoursafterhisbirth.Doyouremember

him,theonewhousedtohateyourguts.Theonei

pleadedwithsothathecouldforgiveyou.Ifonlyi

knewthatyou'rejustalionesscoveredinasheep's

skin.Ican'tbelievethatiriskedmylifeforsuchan

ungrateful.Undeserving,judgemental,narrow

mindedpitbulllikeyou"isaidsodisgustedandangry.

"didyoujustcallmeadog?"Sheaskedangrily."a



pigifyouwant...asiwassaying.Youwouldn'tbe

hereifitwasn'tforme.I'msostupidsometimes,so

easygoing.Ithoughtyouwereagoodwoman.I've

alwaysbeenabadjudgeofcharacter,itendtosee

goodineveryone.Butthat'sgoingtochange,thank

youforopeningmyeyes.Andthosetwolittlegirls

arethereallysalvatore's.Theyaremyhusband's

daughters,justbecausetheylookmorewhitethan

blackthatdoesn'tmeanthey'renotmyhusband's.I

mighthavebeenaprostitutebutthatdoesn'tmean

I'dcheatonmyhusband.Iwouldn'tevendreamofit,

howdareyoucallthemillegitimate...justgetoutof

myhouse.Idon'teverwanttoseeyourhypocritic

faceever.SECURITY,escortthiswomenout"icalled

out."ma'am?"Theyaskedlookingbetweenthetwo

ofus."youheardme,escortherout.Nomsa,make

surenottoleaveanyofyourbelongingshere."Isaid

thenwenttothediningtable..."thisisfarfromover

Cora"shesaidpullinghertwosuitcasesout."drive

safely"isaidsmiling.

.

Herwordsstoodstillandaliveinmyheartandmind.



Somepartsofitweretrue,iwasamurderer.Ikilled

Ninaandmyson,almostkilledmyownfatherand

myhusbandwashangingonthethethread.If

somebodywouldaskmetoday'Cora,whatkeptyou

aliveandstrong'.Thenmyanswerwouldbemy

husband,thehopethathe'dwakeuponeday.AndI'd

finallycrywiththecomfortthathe'dbethereto

comfortme.Iusedtowatchthevideosofus,i

rememberedthedayheaskedme.'whatcomes

firsttomebetweenahusbandandkids'.Ididn't

answerhimthenbutrighthisabsencesgavemeall

theanswers.Unbelievinglyenoughithinkhecame

first,ormaybeit'sjustthatimissedhimcrazlyand

immenselyandsohelplessy.Thatithurts,every

nighti'dcrymyselftosleepbutwakeupandputon

abigsmile.

.

IgotacallfromDrDavis,justwhenithoughtthings

weregoingsmoothlyandiwassaccumbingtothe

bittertruthofmylife.Itwasamonthlaterafteri

kickedNomsaout.Thefirstweekhewouldcall

andinsaultme.IfoundMrSalvatoreandNomsain



DrDavis'office."Father"igreetedhim.Hestoodup

andhuggedme."howareyoudoing"heasked."

I'mhangingon"isaidsmiling."goodeveningDr

Davis"igreetedhim."MrsSalvatore"hesaid

shakingmyhand.Isatdownonthecouchnextto

fatherinlaw.HewassittingbetweenNomsaandI,"

so,whyarewehereDrDavis"Fatherasked."i

calledyouallhereregardingMrSalvatorejunior.He

hasbeenherefor6monthsasweallcanreckon.As

ihavebeengivingupupdatesonhishealth.Whichis

notimprovingatall,wedidourbest...thethingishis

financialaidcannotcoverupanymore.Ithasrunout,

sowe'releftwithoneoption.Whichiswhyyou'reall

here"heexplained,myheartwasthundering."

you'renotabouttosaywhatithinkyouareaboutto

say.Areyou?"Iaskedholdingmychest,"I'mafraid

we'regoingtohavetoswitchoffthemachines.You

have48hourstomakethedecision"hesaid."48

hourstomakethedecision?.Whatthe...you've

alreadydecidedthat,no.Thisiswrong,youcannot

dothis.Myhusbandhasbeenpayingyouforyears

andyears.Youcan'ttakemyhusband'slife"i

stutteredfeelinglightheaded."isn'tthereanyother



optionwecouldoptfor?"MrSalvatoremurmured."

MrSalvatoretrytounderstand,hisconditionis

hopeless.It'sbeyondhelpless.Evenifhewasto

wakeup.He'djustbeavegetable.Hisspinalcord

injuryisdeep,bothhislegsgotfractured.4oofhis

ribsarebroken.Hisskullgotcranky,we'retalking

braindamagehere,hemightsufferfromamnesia

and--"hesaid"stopit,stop.Idon'tcareifhewakes

upcrippled,justtellmewhatotheroptionsdowe

have"ishouted,icouldn'ttakewhathewasbusy

explaining."you'dhavetopaycash,everymonth.I

wouldn'tadviseyoutodothatbecausecalculating

alltheexpenses,thetotalamountisabigsum.It's

leaveyoudry"hesaid."justgivemethepapers,i

can'taffordtolosehim"isaidcrying."whyareyou

crying,justwipeoffthosecrocodiletears.Youput

mysoninhere.Congratulationsyourwishhascome

true.Themachinesaregoingtobeswitchedoff.

Youmightaswellstarttoprepareforhisfuneral."

Nomsasaidangrily.Shewasstanding,"sitthefuck

downandshutupbeforeIslapyou"fathersaid.I

wasjustlookingatherunbelievingly,tryingto

imprintherwordsintomymind."here'sthebill"Dr



Davissaidhandingoutawhitepaperatfatherinlaw

whowasonhisfeet.Isawhimsinkbackdownon

thecouchafterreadingit.Itookitfromhim,"52k?"I

askedeyespoppedout."whatfor,it'snotlikehe's

eatingyourfood.He'sjustsleeping,iunderstand

thatthisisoneofthebesthospitalsinthecountry

butthis,thisisunreasonablyridiculous"ishouted

holdingthepaperfirmly."don'tjustlookatthetotal

amount,readallthedetailsandspendings.likeIsaid

before,it'snotawiseoption.Switchingoffthe

machineswillsavebothyouandhim.Havingknow

himforyears,iknowforsurethathewon'tstand

beingavegetable."DrDavissaid.Ipickedupmy

bagthenrushedout.Ifoundmyselfdrivingwithout

knowingwhereiwasgoing.Ifoundmyselfinparking

onthespotwherewehaddinneraftergettingback

together.Wherewehadourfirstsillytalkofhaving

kids.Hewantedminimeandiwantedminihim.and

thenwemadeloveafterthat.Playingourfavourite

lovesongOneofthehappiestnight'sofmylife,to

thinkthatimightneverexperienceallthatagain

shutteredmeintoathousandpieces.TothinkthatI

mightneverseehisfacehis,thatimightliveonlyto



seehiseyesonourgirlsandhissmileandcharmon

ourourboymadeshutterintoamillionpiecesmore.

Igotoutofthecar,thecitylightswereevenmore

brighterthatevening.Ikneeleddown,morelikefell

downonmyknees."ifyou'relistentome,ifyouhear

me.Ifyou'veheardmyprayersbefore.PleaseGod

justgivemeonemorechancewithmyhusband.I

knowI'vesaidacoupleofmeanthingsbutihave

praisedandworshippedyouforyears.Can'tthat

compensatedformyinsault?,youcantdothisto

me.Ican'tbeawidowatthisage.Ineedyouto

sendmebackmyhusband,ipromisetodedicate

mywholelifepreachingyourword.Youcan'ttake

ourwaymyhome,haven'tyouseenenoughofmy

tears,haven'tyouheardenoughofmycries.Ain't

youtiredofhearingmecry?...ibegyou,ibegforyour

mercy.Pleasehavemercyonmyfamily.Wasiborn

tosuffer,what'sthepointofbeingaliveifallafeel

Ispainandsuffering...ibegyoutosendhimbackto

me.Iwon'tbeabletolivewithoutmyJoaquin.Don't

dothistome!"Iscreamed,prayedandcried.I

rememberedputtingonhillsongs,singingand



praying.

takethisfaintedheart,takethesetaintedhands.

Washmeinyourlove,comelikegraceagain.Even

whenmystrengthisdust,I'llpraiseyou.Evenihave

nosongI'llpraiseyou.Evenwhenit'shardtofind

thewords.Louderthenisingyourpraise,I'llonly

singyourpraise.

.

Takethismountainweight

Taketheseoceantears

Holdmethroughthetrial

Comelikehopeagain

.

Evenwhenthefightseemslosts,I'llpraiseyou

Evenwhenithurtslikehell,I'llpraiseyou

EvenwhenitmakesnosensetosinglouderthenI'll

singyourpraise.OohohhI'llonlysingyourpraisex4

.



Myheartburnsonlyforyou

Andmysoulwaitsonlyforyou

AndI'llsingtillthemorningcomes.

AndI'llsingintothemiracle

I'llsingyourpraise

.

Evenwhenthemorningcomes

EvenwhenthefightisonI'llpraiseyou

Evenwhenmytimeonearthisdone.I'llonlysing

yourpraise. isangandcriedandbegged.Prayed

toGodtogivemestrengthandshowmethewayout

ofthedarkness.Itfeltlikemyheartwasbeing

rippedoutofmyheart.LikeI'vebeenrunningfor

milesandmiles.Iwasrunningoutoflight,darkness

wastakingover.
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Idon'tknowwhenifellasleepbutiwaswokenupby

thebrightsunlighthittingmyface.Isleptinmycar,

inthemiddleofnowhere.Iswitchedoffthemusic

thatwasloudlyplaying.Checkedthetime,itwas

7am.IcalledupdoctorFrancisandtoldhimiwas

gonnacomealittlebitlate.Idrovehomehome,took

abodysoothinglongshower."MrSalvatorecame

byandaskedforyou.Wetriedcallingyoubutyou

wasn'tpickingup"Gugusaidasijoinedthemfor

breakfast."theywantmetoletmyhusbandgo,

switchoffthelifesupportingmachines.Ihavelikea

dayandafewhours"isaidlookingatmybreakfast."

whatareyougoingtodo,Areyougoingto?"Petunia

asked,ilookedather."irememberwhathe

promisedmeoneday.Hepromisednevertoletme

go,nomatterwhathappened.Hesaidunless,i

askedhimto,imadehimpromise...ifiallowthe

machinestobeswitchedoffthenthat'llhimletting

mego.Amdandihaven'taskedhimtoletmego"i

saidthentookadeepbreath."idon'tthinkhewould

havewantedyoutolethimgoeither."Petuniasaid.

"he'sstrong,ibelieveinhim.He'llfightagainst

death,he'llcomebacktome.Iknowwhattodo."I



saidtakingmyphoneandstandingup."Takecare

ofmykids"isaid,iwaswearingtracksuitsand

sneakers."Don'tlethimgoCora"Gugusaid.I

faintlysmiled.Ittookmeanhourtoreachthe

hospital.Ihadalreadycalledupfatherinlaw,we

weregoingtomeetthere.

.

"likeisaidbefore,I'mgoingtopaycash.I'mnot

goingtoletmyhusbanddiejustlikethat.Ihavefaith

inGodandJoaquin.He'sgoingtowakeupbefore

youknowit"isaidtoDrDavis."howareyougoingto

managethis,rememberyouusethesameblack

cardtopayLorenzo'sschoolfees.Sinceyoualso

lostyourbursary,I'msureyoualsousethesame

blackcardtopayforyourfeesandallthatyouneed.

Thecarservicesandgroceries,youalsohavetwo

littlegirls."MrSalvatoresaid."sowhatdoyou

suggestidofather?.Idon'tcareifwerunbankrupt.

It'shishardearnedmoneyafterall.Ijustcan'tafford

tolosehim"isaidupset."I'llpayforthenext

6months,I'msurethat'denoughtimeforhimto

comebacktolife.He'stheonlychildI'vegot,idon't



wanttolosehimbutialsodon'twantyouandmy

grandkidstosuffer.Wemustmakesurethatyour

futureissecure"MrSalvatoresaid.Iwasn'treally

expectingthat,"thanks,thankyou."Isaidsmiling.

Heseemedtohavelosthope,givenuponhisson

buttherehewashelpingus."okthenI'llgetthe

papersarranged."DrDavissaid.Andjustlikethat

myhusbandgotanother6monthsinadvance.

Hours,days,weeksandmonthspassedbybuthe

wasstillnotwakingup.Ihadturnedintoapraying

worrior,tookmyfamilytochurcheverySundayand

thenwe'dgotoseehimafterthat.Sometimesthe

pastorwouldcomebyandprayforhim.Iwas

wearingout,ispentalmostmostofmynightscrying.

Mypillowsgotusedtotheoceantears,ispentmy

birthdaylockedupinmyroom.Imadeavideoof

myself.Thecamerahelped,itmademefeelasifi

wasactuallytalkingtohim.Hissmiledhadfinally

managedtowashoutofmymind.Hislaughter,i

onlysawallthoseinvideosbutitwasnotthesame.

Nothingwaseverthesame,so6monthsgot

finishedandtherewewereagain,inDrDavis'office.

Itwasthe15nthofNovember,"ibroughtmycard



withme.I'llswipe,iamnotgoingtoletmyhusband

diejustlikethat.I'mnot,hishasmillionsinhis

name.Idon'tcareifwerunbankruptorstarveto

death.Father,ifyou'rewillingtogiveuponyourson

theit'sfinebutI'mnot"isaidfirmly."yougottalet

himgoCora,it'sofnousefightingthis.It'sbeena

yearalready.He'snotwakingup,he'snevergoingto

wakeup.Hehasbeenlyingonthatbedformonths.

There'sjustnothingwecandoaboutit.Lookwe

tried,wetried.Icomeherealmosteverydaybuthe

justwon'tbudge.Justlethimgo,everythingwillbe

finewithtime.Thistooshallshallpass"Mr

Salvatoreshouted,hewasinfuriatedbutalsocrying.

"likeisaid,I'llpaythehospitalbill.Ourloveis

strongerthandeath.Ifigoaheadandlethimgo

theniwon'tbeabletoforgivemyselfevenGod

won'tforgiveme.Itwon'tbefaironyouashisfather,

itwon'tbefaironmylittlekids.Thegirlshaven't

evenheardhisvoice.Whatwoulditellourson,this

won'tbefaironme.Idon'tthinkayearofchanceis

enough,ifihavetothenI'llgivehimeternityto

comebacktome"Iswallowedthehardlumpinmy

throataftersayingallthat."ifyou'dexcuseme,i



needtogohome.I'llpassbythereceptionistand

pay"isaidstandingup."whydon'tyouunderstand

Cora.Evenifhewakesup,he'sobviouslygoingto

beavegetable.He'llhatehimself,he'saproud

man."MrSalvatoresaid."we'llcrossthatbridge

whenwegetthere"isaidthenleft.

.

Onthe20thofNovember,wewerecelebratingthe

girl'sbirthdayswhichwasbeingheldatthenearby

park."you'rekiddingright?"Iaskedchuckling."

haveyouseenyourselflatelyCora,I'mworried

aboutyou.Whatifyougetsick,you'resoskinny"

Amandasaid."ialsothinkAmandaisright,

focusingonthebusinesseswillgiveyoumoretime

tofocusonyourkidsandyourselfandalsoyour

husband"Divyasaid."areyouforreally?.Youwant

metofocusonthebusinessesanddropoutof

school.Abondonmyoneandonlydream?"Iasked

buttheyalljustignoredmygaze."iwon'tleavemy

dream,twomoreyearsandthenI'llfinallygraduate.I

can'tgiveupnow.Besidesit'snotlikeilookafterhis

businessesfulltime.Ijustcheckthebooksincasse



theirstheft,whichprettymuchseemsuselesssince

afterall.Thestocksandshare'svalueisdecreasing.

Weincurlosseverysinglemonth"isaidthensighed.

Thekidswereplayingaround,withtheguys."we've

satdownandtalked,sinceyou'reallawareofour

otherunmentionablesbusinessesandKongget

quarterofeverything.It'sblackmoney.Eachguy

laundryhisownmoneyandwegothismoney

stackedupsome.Wethoughtmaybeyoushould

takeit,we'llgetitcleanedforyou.Youneedittopay

forthehospital"Mbuthosaidsittingdown."

No...everythingisgood.Idon'tneedanymoney.I'm

stillcapableofpayingthanksanyways,yoursupport

meansalottousguys"isaidseriously.Iwanted

nothingtodowithhisunderworld,iwonderedwhat

happenedtothatsuitcaseof2milliondollars.

Salvatorewasgoingtowakeupanddealwithit

himself.Anywayswehadagrandcelebration,father

inlawcamebylaterthatdayandgiftedMaiaand

Miraclewithbigwhitefluffyteddybears.Wedidn't

talkthatmuchbuthesatdownandhadteawithme.

Hehadjustlandedfromabusinesstrip.Connieand

CharlescometovisitfortheDecemberholidays.



MomandDadcouldn'tcomebecauseshewas

alwaysworking.Theylookedsogrownandmatured.

.

Asusuallyourfriendstookatriptospainthattime,

Amandabeggedmetocome.Noinfacttheyalldid

buticouldn't,ifeltlikei'dbeimposing.They'dcall

meandsendmepictures.Theytriedtheirverybest

tomakemefeelnotalone.Butthelonelinesscame

fromtheinside.Sometimesyou'dbeinthebiggest

crowdbutstillfeelalone,irememberwakingupat

night.Itwasjustonehourbeforethenewyear.I

drovestraighttothehospital.Thevisitinghours

werelongoverbutwithagoodbribethesecurities

sneakedmeinto.yhusband'sward.Ileftmykids

andrelativessleeping."HappyNewyearbabywami"

isaidsmilingthenkissedhisforehead.Icouldhear

thesoundoftheexplosivesoutside."...It'sanorm

tomakeaNewyear'swish.Wellihavejustonewish,

mywishisthatyouwakeup.Comebacktomemy

love.I'msolonely,I'malonealone.Ican'tremember

thelastiwashappy.Pleasejustcomebacktome"

isaidkissinghiscoldhandasisatonthecouch.I



spendthewholenighttalkingtohim,thedoctors

alwayssaidhecouldhearus.Everythingaroundhim,

soiwonderedifhejustchosetoignoreus,me.

.

Thefollowingyearbegansofast,itwasbackto

schoolformeandLorenzo.Theresidencywasover

andihadmovedbacktohomepermanently,so

thereiwasvolunteeringatsomepublichospital.

Thefacilitiesweresopoorthere,imustsayworking

withoutgettingpaidwasheartbreaking.Ihadgotten

usedtogettingabanknotificationeverysingle

month.Thegoodthingwasthattheworkinghours

gotreducedfrom12to8.Soisawandspentmore

timewithmykids.Itwas8amto4pmkindathing.I

droveLorenzotoschoolbeforegoingtothehospital,

Robwouldfetchhim.Hewasgoingtoturn5years

oldwithin2months.MiracleandMaiawerewalking

butyouknowbabysteps.Maiahadstartedcalling

me'mama'.Miraclewouldhavetoifshewasn'ta

mute.ButshewasasmuchactiveasMaia,and

she'dshrughisbodydownthefloorwhilemaking

noisesmorelikescreamifshedidn'twant



something.Theywerebothnaughty,Kendrawould

comebyonweekendsorlorenzowouldvisither

sincetheydidn'tgotothesameschool.Iwasin

touchwithmyfriendsandfamily,including

Joaquin'sfamily.ExceptforNomsabuthissiblings

didcallonceinawhile.Istillpaidthehospitalbills

withhopeandfaith.Peoplewerebusytryingto

convincemetolethimgo.Butijustcouldn't,Dr

Francisandistillkeptincontact.Wetalkedabout

almosteverything,hehadafiance.Shewascool.

Amandafoundajobassoonasshegraduated.She

wasworkingatthewhitegardenshospitalafterasa

qualifiedphysiotherapist.

.

ImidMarch,iremembergettingthisonecallfrom

thehospital.Thepersonontheothersidegaveme

straightorderstogettothewhitegardenshospital

afterASAP.Ididn'tevenreporttomysupervisor,i

leftinajiffy.Irememberrushingtomyhusband's

wardwithoutaskinganything.Icouldn'tbelievemy

eyeswhenigotthere,hewasawake.Iblinkedafew

times."Joaquin,youcamebacktome"icriedout



loud.DrDaviswasthere.Irememberjumpinginto

thebedandhugginghim.Hedidn'tseemhappyto

seeme,theconfusioninhiseyescouldn'tbe

missed."You'realive,itoldthemyouwasn'tgoingto

giveintodeath.Youcanbacktome.You'realive,i

missedyousomuch"isaidcryingbuthewasn't

huggingmeback"Ladypleasegetoffme"hesaid."

amIhurtingyou?.Ohhsorry"isaidgettingoffhum."

DrDavis,who'sshe?"Heaskedsighing."what,

whatdoyoumean.Don'tyourecogniseme.Don't

youknowme...mxmthismustbeoneofyourprank"

saidsmilingandwipingawaymytears."Doiknow

you?"Heasked."you'rekiddingright?...I'myourwife.

Can'tyourecognizeme.It'smeCora"isaid.Buthe

lookedatmewithafrown."andI'mstarttothink

you'reprankingmeinstead.Iammarried?,toyou?.

ThelasttimeicheckediwasmarriedtoIsabella"he

saidchuckling."DrDaviswhat'sgoingonhere?ishe

serious?saysomething"iaskedangrily."let'sgo

andtalkinmyoffice"hesaidputtingthepatient's

informationboardonthesidestand.

.



Somethingsmall,I'mbedriddenguys
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"you'renotgoinganywhereDrDavis,youstill

haven'texplainedtomewhat'sgoingonhere"

JoaquinsaidholdingDrDavis'arm.Itlookedlikehe

wastryingtogetoffthebed."I'dadviseyoutolie

backdownMrSalvatore"DrDavissaid."whycan'ti

feelmylegs"heaskedforcefullytryingtogetdown.

Heusedhishandstopickhislegs.Theywere

hangingdownthebed,"getbacktobedMr

Salvatore"DrDavissaidloudly,hewasbusytrying

togethimtoliedown."ifyouknowwhat'sgoodfor

you,you'llnottouch.Keepyourfilthyhandsto

yourself"hesaidpushingDrDavisaway.Thereiwas

lookingatadifferentman,heseemedangryand

arrogant.DrDavislethimbe,hetrytostandupbut

endeduponthefall.Hegroanedinpain,icameto

hisside."areyouokay?"Iaskedputtingmyhandon

hisshoulder."Thefuck...whathappenedtomyleds?.



Whycan'tifeelmylowerbody?"Heaskedangrily."i

wasgoingtoexplainthistoyou,helpmegethimup"

DrDavissaid.Withdifficultywehelpedhimgeton

hisbed."thenurseswillcomeandwheelyoutothe

scanroomwherewewilldothoroughlycheckupon

yourbodyandbrain.Itseemslikeyou'resuffering

fromanterogadeamnesiam,whichisalossofability

toformmemoriesforalongperiodoftimewhich

leadstotheindividualnottorememberaperiodof

timeafterthetraumaticheadinjury.Whichexplains

whyyouthinkthisis2012August,youlost7years

ofyourlifeduringthatfall...justrest,we'lldothe

checkupswithinanhour.I'llbeback"heexplained,"

whatreallyhappened,whathappenedtomylegs?"

Heaskedloudly.Hiswerebloodred,"youalso

haveaspinalcordinjuryandfracturedbonesinyour

legs.Wewilldotestsandgiveyoutheaccurate

information"hesaidthenleft.Joaquinhadanger

writtenalloverhisface,hishandfoldedintoatight

fistthathisknucklesweresuddenlypink.Hisjaws

clenched."I'llcallyourfatherandfriends,theKids

willbesohappytoseeyouawake"isaidsearching

formyphone.Icalledupeveryoneclosetous."call



Isabellanow"hesaid."youandIsabellagotdivorced

andshemarriedsomeoneelse.Youneverloved

Isabella,youdidn'tloveher.ItoldyouthatyouandI

aremarried.Wehaveabeautifulhousejustafew

kilometersoutoftown,wehavethreebeautiful

babies.Aboyandagirl"isaidholdinghisfisted

hand.

.

Salvatore'spov

.

"doyouremembernow,weweresohappytogether.

We'rehappyandinlove"shesaid,seemedlikethe

strangeladywantedtocry.Iscannedherfacial

features,shehadlightbrownhairandeyes,hereyes

hadunderbags.Helipswerepinkandfull,hercurly

haircould'veusedasalon.Iscannedherfromneck

todown,shewaswearingbluehospitaluniformand

slipper.Whowearssleepersinthemiddleoftheday.

Shehadnomanicure,letalonemakeup.Her

skinnedseemedsosoftjustlikethefeelofhersoft

handonmyfist.Hercollarbonessobare.Icouldn't



reallyscanherwaistorhipsunderthoseugly

hospitaluniform.Iwantbacktoherface,herlips

wereshaking."iknowthatineverlovedandnever

willloveIsabella.Sheandihavegotan

understanding,idon'tknowwhatyoumeanby'

divorced'butifsheandiwerereallydivorcedthen

she'dbe6feetundergroundalready.Kidsarethe

lastthingiwant,soidon'tknowwhatyoumeanby'

wehavethreekids'andasforyou.Idon'tthinkI'd

marrysomeonelikeyou."isaidthenusedmyother

handtoremovehersfrommyfist.Shelookedatme

foralongwhile,eyesdartingbetweenmine."what?.

Sonowiamnotyourtype?.Whatdoyoumeanbya

womanlikeme?.I'mugly?,doilookunattractiveall

ofasudden?You'resuddenlyallergictome?,after

alltheseyears?.Fuckinganswerme"Sheasked

angrily."don'tputwordsintomymouth,ineversaid

allthat.You'rejustnotthekindofwomanI'dmarry.

Besidesthatyoulooklikeakid.Anddon'tyoudare

curse"isaid."You'rebacktobeingthatstuckup,

arrogantjerkagain."Shesaidbeforewalkingout.

.



Iwastakenforscan,whichtooklongerthani

expected."whenamIgoingtowalkagain.Thisisso

frustrating"iaskedDrDavisashewaspushingme

backtomyward."thesethingstakeyearsof

therapy,thetestswillreturnandwe'lltakeitfrom

there"hesaid."sowhatdoidoatthemoment.Doi

justsitaround,doingnothing?"Iaskedangrily.He

didn'tanswerthat."you'reveryluckythatyoucan

stillfeelyourupperpartsofthebody"hesaidlater

on.Ifoundmyfriendsandfamilyinsidemy

wardroom.Thestrangeladywasnolongerthere,"

Papa"isaidisaidastheoldmanwashuggingme."

mySon,you'realive"hesaidstandingupright."i

hatetearsPapa"isaid,hewipedawayhistears

smiling."Dude,you'reback"Mbuthosaid,weshaked

hands.Theyalldid,includingtheirwives."Mr

Muscles,ithoughtI'dfindCorahere"somegirlsaid.

"andwhoareyou?...Coraasinthestrangeladywho

washere?"Iasked,everyonejustlookedatme

frowning."don'ttellyouyoulostyourmemory"

Michealsaid."welltheDrsays...."

.



Cora'spov

.

Ihadsatthereforawhile,tryingtoprocess

everything.Letitspreadthroughmybrain,

everythingsinglethungihadthoughti'dtellhim

afterhecamebacktomethrownoutsidethe

window.Ihadalotiwantedtosaybuteverything

waschanged,mypast.Presentandfutureall

changed.Ididn'tknowwhethertocryorlaughout

loudoutofdisbelief.Ihadimagedandcraftedthat

day,awaitedbutitwasnothinglikeihadenvisioned.

Thefirstthingididwhenigothomewasrunintomy

room.Iclosedthedoorbehindme,igotintothe

bathroom.Undertheshower.'you'renotthekindof

womanI'dmarry'hiswordsplayedrepeatedlyinmy

mindasicriedundertheshower.Hewasbackbut

hewasnothinglikemyhusband,hedidn'tlookat

methesame.Ifeltsosmallanddefeated..."Cora?,

areyouokay?"IheardAmandaask.Iwaslyingon

bed,foldedintoaball.WearingmyPJs.I'vebeen

lyingthereforhours,ignoringeveryknockonthe

door.Shewasbraveenoughtowalkin,iignoredher.



"Cora?,areyouokay"iheardEsihleask.Iguessed

theywereallinmyroom.Isatupright,scannedallof

them."wesawhim...I'msorryCoh"Amandasaid

gettingonthebed.Shehuggedme.Theyallsaton

thebed."heforgotaboutme,heforgotaboutus

andallthatweshare"isaidchucklingunbelievingly.

"he'llremembersoon,hismemoryisgoingtocome

back.Don'tworry"Priyasaid.Theysatthetilllate,

theydidsucceedinmakingmefeelbetter.

.

"Papa!"Lorenzoexclaimedgettingonsalvatore's

bed.HewassothrilledwhenitoldhimthathisPapa

wasback."heybecareful"isaid.Iwaspushingthe

girl'spram."whoa!...what'sgoingon.Who's---"you

callhimbuddy.Hecametovisityoueverysunday.

He'sturning5nextmonth"isaidfastlybeforehe

couldaskanyfurtherquestions.Ihadn'ttold

Lorenzothathisfatherhadmemoryloss,ihoped

thatAlonzowouldn'tsayanythingtohurthisfeelings

either"imissedyouPapa"Lorenzosaidgettingon

topofhisfather."Momandipaintedyournails.

Showhimmom"Lorenzosaidexcitedly."isit?"He



askedaskedlookingatme."umh,idon'tthinkthat's

agoodidea"isaidfakingasmile."showhim

mommy"Lorenzoscreamed."yeah,whydon't

listentothekidandshowme"hesaidseriously.I

searchingformyiPhone.Searchedforthevideos

andgaveittohim."iseeyouguyshadalotoffun"

hesaidhandingmethephoneafterwatchingthe

video.Hedidn'tevenbothertowatchtheothers."

meetMaiaandMiracle"isaidputtingthegirlson

hisbed.Theystartedcrawlingaround."iwas

pregnantwhenthe...whenyou,when---"theyhave

alreadyexplainedittome"hesaidcuttingmeoff.I

swallowedthehardlumpinmythroat."Theydid?"I

askedlookingathim."Yes,theytoldmehowigot

shotbecauseofyou...imeanrescuingyou.Theytold

methatyouandIaremarriedandwehavethreekids.

Thatwe'vebeentogetherforthepast5yearsanda

half.Theymentionedallmybusinesses,theytold

meprettymucheverythingunlessthere'ssomething

youwanttoadd"hesaid,ilookedathimforalong

timethenlookedaway."Youthinktheytoldyou

everything"isaidslowly."istheresomethingyou'd

liketosay?"Heaskedbutdidn'tseemanyhow



interestedingettingananswer."alotactually"isaid

shortly."okay"hesaid."Papa,ihaveasmalldog

andafish.Momboughtitforme.Andgrandpa

boughtmeabigcar,idrive"Lorenzosaid."youhave

acar?"Heaskedfrowning."don'tbesilly,it'sabig

toycar."Isaidchuckling..."sohowisitthatthey

look...theylook.

---"different?"Iaskedandhenodded."yousaidthey

explainedeverythingtoyou"isaid."areyoua

nurse?"Heaskedoutofnowhere."I'ma

gynecologiststudent.Doingmy6thyear"ianswered.

"ohhimpressive,soyoumustbeabookworm"he

said.Ijustshruggedmyshoulders.

.

Wesattheretilllate,thekidsendedupfallingasleep.

"it'slate,imustgetgoing"isaidstandingup."are

youalwayswearingthoseuglybluethings.Thank

Godyou'rewearingsneakerstoday"hesaidasi

stoodup.Isatbackdown,"doyoustillloveme?"I

asked.Stupid,impulsivequestionever.Hejust

chuckled."forgetievenaskedthat...ofcourseyou

cannotlovemebecauseyoudon'trecogniseme.Do



youhatemenowthatyouknow,I'mthereasonfor

yourcondition"iaskedafterembarrassingmyself."

Doyouthinkishouldn't?"Heasked."idon'tknow?...

onlyyoucanknow,iprayedforyoutocomebackto

me.You'rebackbutyou'retoofarawayfromme.

Eventhoughicouldtouchyou,eventhoughican

finallyseethecolourofyoureyes.You'rejust

someoneelsewholooksexactlylikemyhusband.

It'sonlyfairthatyouhateme"isaid..."theremust

beareasonwhyIrescuedyou"hesaid."yousaid'i

loveyou'rightbeforeyoufainted.Ihadthoughtyou

died"isaidsmiling,whywasismiling.Why?,I'd

neverknown.Maybeiwastryingtohidethehurt."

yourbusinessesaren'tdoingwell.I'lltellRobtobring

youallthedocumentstomorrow.Maybeyou'dliketo

see,beforeialmostforget.Ibroughtyouyourphone,

iwon'tbeabletocometomorrow.Here'syour

cellphone,thepasswordis"ilmiocureobatte"

goodbyeMrSalvatore"ipackedourbagsinthe

emptyseatinbetweenthetwogirls.Then

piggybackedLorenzo,thedriverhomeseemed

longerthennormal.



.

Aweeklater

.

TomysupriseifoundSalvatorehome,"yougot

discharged?"Iaskedfrowning."asyoucansee...

youstoppedvisiting"thatwasastatement."ihada

lotofthingstodo.It'sbeenabusyweek.Butyougot

tospendmoretimewiththekids"isaid."ihopeyou

gotsettledwell"iadded."ihaveamalenursewith

me,I'mgoingtobetakingoneoftheguestrooms

downhere"hesaid."I'llgoandcheckifeverythingis

inorder.Youmightalsoneedclothestochange.I

hopeyougottheonesisentwithRob"isaid,

nothinghaseverbeenthatweirdtome."haveyou

hadanythingtoeat,youmustbehungry"iadded."

Doyoualwaystalkthismuch,youarealsosweating.

Isthemaninawheelchairmakingyounervous?"He

asked."No,no...ofcoursenot.Letmegetstartedon

dinner"isaidwalkingtowardsthekitchen."what

wouldyouliketohavefordinner...actuallynever

mind.I'llprepareyourfavourite"isaidafterturning

back."andwhatmightthatbe?"Heaskedpushing



hiswheelchair,followingme."chickenparmesan,

bruschettaandlambchops.Pannacotafordesert"i

said."wow,soyoucanalsocook.Thattooitalian?"

Heasked."youtaughtme."Isaidshortlyasi

openedtherefrigerator.Wehadalightconversation,

therewasalotiwantedtosaybuticouldn't.Dr

Davissaidweshouldn'tstresshimout.Mostofthe

timehehadheadaches.Mostofthetimehewas

angry,mostofthetimehewasquite.Mostofthe

timehewasintheoffice.Somedayshe'dlock

himselfupinaroom.Mostofthetimeheiwas

cryinginmyroom,mostofthetimeheifakeda

laugh.Mostofthetimeheitoleratedhisshit.

.

"whatnonsenseisthis?"Heshoutedthrowingthe

platedownthefloor."whatisit"iaskedtakinga

deepbreath.Hehadjustdroppedthewholeplateof

breakfast,ipreparedsolovingly."theViennasare

burntout,andtheeggistooraw.Andwhereisthe

sauceiaskedfor?"Heaskedangrily."I'mgoingto

belateforthehospital"isaidlookingathim

unbelievingly."youcango,I'llpreparehisbreakfast



"Petuniasaidcomingtomyrescue."No,it'sall

good.I'lldoit"isaidkneelingdowntopickupthe

brokenpieces."ipickthatup,yougoaheadand

preparebreakfast"Petuniasaid."Thanks"isaid

sighing.Ifeltthatiwasgettingpunished.

.

"I'vebeensittinghereforthepast20minutes"he

saidangrily.Iguessedheheardmypencilheels

hittingthefloor.Eventhoughhewaslookingthe

otherway.Itwasthedaybeforehisbirthdayandi

hadsetupacandlelightdinnerontherooftop.With

thehelpofhisfriends,hewasthere."sorryI'mlate"

isaid,hewasstaringatmelikeiwassomepeaceof

meat."youlookdifferent...beautiful"hesaidafter

swallowinghissaliva."thankyou...youlook

appetisingyourself"isaidpullingmyownchairtosit

down."appetising?"Heasked."ohh...sorry,it's

umh.Whatweusedtosaytoeachother.Ofcourse

thatwouldsoundsoinappropriatesinceyoudon't

rememberus...forgetaboutthat,let'sjustpretend

asyouknewme."Isaidpouringtwoglassesof

champagne."what'sthisallabout?"Heasked



chuckling."it'syourbirthdaytomorrow.Iwantedto

bethefirstonetowishyouandiknowthatiwon't

gettimetowishyousinceyoucelebrateyour

birthdaysograndly.Isawyouplanning,it'slike

we'rebacktosquareone"isaidofferinghimaglass.

"whatdoyoumean?"Heaskedfrowning."beforei

cameintoyourlifeyouusedtocelebrateyour

birthdaysograndlybutthingschanged.Itswouldbe

justclosefriendsandfamily,irememberthelast

timeitwasjustthethreeofus.Me,youandbaby

Lore"isaidsmilingatthethoughtofthat."isit?...

actuallyI'vebeenmeaningtoaskyouthisbutinever

gotthetime.Howcomethegirlsarealmostwhite

andhe'smorebiracial?"Heasked."Iet'snottalk

aboutthat,butinshort.He'smystepson.His

motherdiedinacaraccidentwhichwasmeantfor

me...ourfoodishere"isaidlookingatPetuniawho

wasapproachingourtable."thanksP"isaidassge

lutourplatesinfrontofus..."soyouweresay?"He

asked."forgetit"isaid."No,iwanttoknow.There's

alotidon'tknowaboutmypastlife"hesaid."the

lasttimetriedtoremindyouofyourpastitdidn'tend

well...besidesithinkifyoureallywantedtoknow,you



wouldbynow"isaid.Hefaintedthelastibrought

thingsup,everywordwastoorisky."whatdoyou

meanbythat"heasked."imeanyou'reare

Salvatore.Ifyouwantsomethingyoumakesureto

getit"isaideating."andthemattress?"Heasked,

healwaysdidthat.Changedtopics."iwantusto

lookupatthestar."Isaid."I'mthekindofguyto

lookatthestars?"Heasked."You'renotbutiam,

andyoudideverythingyoucouldtomakemefeel

happy"isaid.Heslowlynoddedwithabroadfrown

onhisforehead.

.

"sowhathappenedafterthat?"Heaskedasked

chuckling.Wewerelyingonthemattress,"youran

awayafterthat.Andicriedmyselftosleep.You

camebackwithicecreams"isaidchuckling."so

whathappened?"Heasked."whatdoyoumean?"

Heasked."youseemdifferent,changed"hesaid."i

won'tanswerthat"isaidshortly..."what'sthestory

behindthestars?"Heasked."youwilltellme,once

yougainbackyourmemory"isaid."youdismissmy

questionsmostofthetime"hesaid.



.
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Cora'spov

.

"Soyou'releavingmeagain?You'releavingmeall

aloneSalvatore.Whyareyoudoingthistome?"I

askedassoonasiwalkedintohisroom.He

looseneduphistie,sittingonawheelchair.Ina

blacktuxedo.Hisbirthdaypartywasoveranditwas

pastmidnight,everyguestwasgone.Hejust

announcedthathewasgoingtoSingaporefor

physiotherapyandihadtofindoutalongwith

everybodyelse.Tosayithurtwouldbean

understatement,wasiabouttoraisethekidsallon

myownagain?.AnswerLorenzo'sendlessquestions.

"vedoandare(ihavetogo)"hesaidlookingupat

me."nonvogliochetuvada(idon'twantyoutogo)"

isaidinahorseylittlevoicewhichcarriedalotof

unfathomableemotionsbutforsureoneofthem

wasfear."vedoandare,devofarlopermestesso.

Devofarloperte,noi.(ihavetogo,ihavetodothis



formyself.Ihavetodothisforyou,us"Hesaid

gentle.Foramomentthereialmost,justalmost

believedhim."Us?Us?Salvatore,tellmethis.Just

behonestwithme.Hasthereeverbeenussinceyou

regainedconsciousness.Allyoudoisturnmylife

intoanightmare,youdoshitonpurpose.Isthere

anyus...you'rejustselfish.Youweren'thereforthe

past13months,iwasalone.Allalone,andnow

you'refuckingleavingmeagain.Whyareyoudoing

thistomeAlonzo,fuckingansw----"shutupdammit,

idemandalittlebitofrespectfromyouCora.Itold

younottocursewhiletalkingtome,what

differencesdoesmypresencemakeanyways.Huh?,

youcallmeselfish.You'rethelastpersontocallme

selfishCora.I'minthisdammwheelchairall

becauseofyou,I'mstuckinthisdammwheelchair

allbecauseyou!.Youcan'texpectmetojustsit

around,ican'tcontinuelivinglikethis.Ascrazyasit

is,I'malsodoingthisforyou.Ifihavetospend

anotherminuteinthisthingthenyourlifewill

continuetobelikehell.Deepdowninsideiblame

you,iblamemyselftoo...."hesnappedangrily,he

hadtearsinhiseyes.Ikneeleddowninfrontofhim



andheldhisfistedhand."I'msorry,I'msorry

Joaquin.Ificould,ificouldiwouldchangehow

thingsturnedouttobebutunfortunatelyIcan't.I'm

beggingyoutostay,iknowI'mstillaloneeven

thoughyou'rehere.Istillfeelsolonelybutiteasemy

mindtohaveyouaround.IloveyouSalvatoreandi

don'tcareifyoucan'twalk.I'mhereforyou,I'llbe

yourfeetandhands.Anythingyouwant.Justplease

don'tleavemealoneagain"ibeggedcrying."That's

anotherthingCora,idon'tloveyou.Maybetheman

youspendthelastyearswithdidbutI'mnotthat

man.Ican'trememberthatman,ican'tseethe

reasonwhyhefellinlovewithyou.Pleaseletmego,

it'snotlikeI'mleavingforforever.I'llcomeback

soonandthenmaybewecanworkongettingto

knoweach."Hesaid."pleasedon'thurtme,don't

saythat.Ithurts,justgiveustimethenyou'lllearn

tolovemeagain.You'llsee,everythingwillbeset

right"ipleadedcrying."pleasestop,stopit"hesaid

removingmyhandsfromhis.PATHETIC,that'showi

feltdeepdowninside.IneverknewaCorawho

beggedtobelovedbutitwashim.Itwashim,my

Salvatore.Hearinghimsayhedidn'tlovemebroke



myheartlikeneverbefore."iloveyou"iwhispered

weakly."pleasedon'tmakethisharderthanitis,

don'tmakeitsocomplicated...Whatgoodaml?,i

can'tevenplaywithmykids.Iusedtopreparemy

ownfood,ican'tevendothatanymore,ican'tplay

Golf,ican'tdrive,ican'teventakeabathonmyown"

hesaid."I'msorryyougotshotandfelldownthe

building,iknowit'sallmyfault.Maybeifistayedat

theresidencyonemorenightthingswouldn'tbelike

this.I'msosorry"ikeptonapologizingwhile

hystericalcrying.IcrieduntilIhadenough,ipicked

myselfup.Cryingwasn'tgoingchangeanything,he

wasn'tgoingtoconform."Sothisisit?...willyouat

leastkeepincontactwiththekids?"Iaskedstanding

upandwipingawaymytears."that'sanotherthing

I'vebeenwantingtotalkingabout,onceyou're

insideyou'renotallowedtokeepincontactwiththe

outsideworld.It'spartofthewholeprocessesbut

I'llcomebacksoonandyoudon'thavetoworry.I've

seteverythingfinanciallycoveredandI'llleavea

bankcardforyou"hesaid."onlyifmoneycouldfix

everything.it'sfunnyhowiusedtothinksowhenI

wasyounger...GoodbyeSalvatore"isaidthen



turnedonmyfeet.Sotiredthaticouldfeelmyfeet

wantingtofailme."CoraI'msorryifihurtyouin

anyway"hesaidbutididn'tdaretolookback.I

foreverwalkedout.

.

EarlySundaymorningifoundmyselfinchurch,ihad

aprayerbymyselfbeforetheserviceevenbegin.I

couldfeelmyselffailingtoholdontofaith,iwas

losinggripontheropeofhope.Theworldlookedso

grayinmyeyes,mylightwasfading.Everypartof

mehurt.Nina'swordscamerushingintomyhead

.

Flashback

.

"youlovehimdon'tyou?"Sheasked."excuseme?"I

askedlost."Salvatore

,I'msureyoufellinlovewithhimthefirsttimeyou

metandyouwereindenial.Beforeyourealisedityou

wereintodeep,ther'snowayout.Evenifyoutryyou

wouldn'tbeabletogethimoutofyourhead.Then



you'llknowwhatpainis"shesaidputtinginher

whiteclothes."whatareyoutalkingabout?"Iasked

frowning,"youmightthinkthatyouknowwhatpain

isrightnowbutyoudon't.Thedayhewalksoutthe

dooryourwholeworldwillbecrushedandyou'llsee

noreasontoholdon.Buttheglimpseofhopethat

hemightcomebacktoyouwillkeepyougoing.

You'dwanttodie,he'dbelonggonebythen.You'll

beforgottenabout,havingtoseehimwilldrown

yoursoul.Hefeelssoperfect,doesn'the?.

Everythinghedoesissoimmaculate"shesaid

smiling,thatwasthefirsttimeisawhersmile.But

therewassomethingdeepbehindthesmile."what

areyoutalkingabout?"Iaskedconfused....

.

.Flashends

.

Iwasbroughtbacktoearthbytheloudpriest."if

youcouldaskGodanyonequestionrightnowand

youknewhe'dgiveyouananswertothatquestion,

whatwouldyouask...imaynotbesuprisingbutby



farthenumberonequestionaskedbypeople

is...whydoesGodallowpainandsufferinginthe

world?.Ifyou'veneveraskedthequestionwhydoes

Godallowpainandsufferingthenthechancesare

youwillwhenitstrikesyoufullforceorstrikesyour

loveonefullforce."hesaid,haveyoueverfeltthat

thepreacherwassomehowtalkingandyourcurrent

situation.That'showifeltrightthere,nonofmy

friendsweretheresoiguessedtheywerehometo

sayfarewelltoSalvatore.Ididn'twanttobethere,i

didn'twanttoshedmoretears,ididn'twanttobe

partofthewholeemotionalrollercoaster.Infacti

didn'thim,iwantednothingtodowithhim.

..."-Jesuswashonest,Jesussaidyou'regoingto

havesufferinginthisworld.Jesussaidthisinjohn

16vs33.Hesaidyou'regoingtohavesuffering,but

why?

-allicoulddowouldbetolookatyouandgiveyoua

fourwordanswertothatquestion'idonotknow'i

don'tknow.

-icannotstandintheshoesofGodandgiveyoua

fullanswertothatquestion,idonothavetheeyesof



GodandidonothavethemindofGod.

-1stCorinthians13vs12saysnowweseethings

imperfectlylikepuzzlingreflectionsinthemirrorbut

thenwewillseeeverythingwithperfectlyclarity.Alli

knownowispartialandincompletebutthenI'llknow

everythingcompletelyjustasgodnowknowsme

completely.

-ifyou'regoingthroughaneraofyourlifewithalot

ofsufferingandalotofpainthenthelastthingyou

reallyneedissometheologicaltreatiseonpainand

sufferingbecausenoamountofwordsaregonnabe

sufficientforyou,it'salwaysgonnasoundtrite

whenyou'reinthemiddleofsuffering.Whatyou

needistheveryreallypresenceofJesusChristin

yourlife.

-eventhoughsufferingisnotgoodGodcanuseitto

accomplishgood.Youmighthearthatandsay'no

holdonlet'snotskeemoverthat.I'vegonethrough

somuchsufferinginthisworldthatidon'tthinkthat

evenGodcouldfindanythinggoodtoemergefrom

thesufferingthatI'vegonethrough'



-friendsifthat'sthewayyoufeeltodaythenletme

remindyouyou,Godissogoodthathecouldtake

thetheworstthingthatcouldeverhappen(thatit

thedeathsoftheSonofGod)andturnitinto

somethinggoodthatcouldeverhappenwhichisthe

openingofheaventothosewhofollowed.Socanhe

nottakeyourandturnitintosomethinggoodthat

couldeverhappen?.AndtheanswerisOhyeshe

can,hecan!

-hemayuseyoursufferingtodrawyoucloserto

him,hecanuseyoursufferingtomouldandshape

yourcharacterintothebestwaysthatitcouldnever

havebeenshaped.Topointotherpeopleto

SalvationthroughChrist.Therearemillionnumber

ofwaysthatGodcanandhewillcausegoodto

emergefromyoursufferingifyou'recommittedto

him.

-wedecidewhetherwe'regoingtoturnbitterorturn

toGodandfindpeaceandcourage.

-inotherwordssomeonecanloseachildthrougha

drunkdriverandturninwardwithrageandbitterness

fortheresttheirliveswhilesomeonecanlosea



childthroughadrunkdriverandstartmothers

againstdrunkdrivers

-onephilosophersaidthistome,hesaidpastori

believethatallsufferinghasatleastpotentialgood.

Anopportunityforgood,hesaidit'suptoourfree

choicetoactualizethatpotential

-painandsufferingdoesn'thavethelastword

anymorebutjesusisthelastword

-sufferingisapersonalproblemthereforeGodsent

apersonalsolutioninJesusChrist.

-Sam34vs18saysthis'thelordisclosetothe

brokenheartandhesavesthosewhoarecrushedin

spirit'

-thiswisephilosopherthatigottositdownwith

saidthistomeatthetimeofmylifewhenIgoing

throughsometoughtimes.Hesaid'areyou

broken?,Jesuswasbrokenlikebreadforyou.Are

youdespised?,Jesuswasdespisedandrejectedof

men.Youcryoutthatyoucan'ttakeitanymore?.

Jesuswasaccointedwithgriefandamendof

sorrows.Didsomeonebetrayyou?,Jesuswassold



outfor30piecesofsilver.Areyourtenderous

relationshipsbroken?,Jesuslovedandhewas

rejected.Dopeopleturnfromyou?.Guesswhatthey

hidtheirfacefromhimlikehewasaleper.Doeshe

descendedintoyourdeepestofhells,ohyeshe

does.

-infactfromanutsyconcentrationcampsCori

Tingbomwrotethesewords'nomatterhowdeep

ourdarknessis,heisdeeperstill'heisdeeperstill.

-sofriendswhenpaincomesintoyourlifeandyou

knowitwillorwhentragedycomesintoyourlifeand

youknowitwill.It'suptoyoutodecidewhether

we'regoingtoturnbitterorturntoGodandfind

peaceandcourage

-peaceforthepresentandcourageforthefuture"

hiswordsgavemesomehope,iwasnotthereyet

butiknewtgatonedayiwould.Iwouldlookback

andlaughaboutthosedays. ...deathisnotmy

end,Iknowheavenwaitsforme.

Thoughtheroadseemslong,ineverwalkaloneand

igotallineedtosing.Iknowhelovesme,iknowhe



found.Iknowheseesmeandhisgracewillnever

fade.

.

AndwhileI'mwaitingI'mnotwaiting.

Iknowheavenwaitsforme

ShouldIsufferlongwellthisisnotmyhome.Iknow

heavenwaitsforme.

Thoughthenightisdarkmheavenownsmy

heart... "wesangandprayedlikeneverbefore.

Somepeoplewerecrying,wemeto.Theservice

wassogoodthatididn'twanttoittocometoan

endbutunfortunatelyitdid.Soipassedby

restuarentParadisèandboughtlunchforeveryone

athome.Itwassomewherearound1:30pm.

.

"you'dswearthatyouguysarewatchingsomething

serious...Guguwouldyoufetchthelunchbagsinmy

car?"Iaskedshakingmyheadasifoundeveryone

infrontofthetelevision.Iwasnotsuprisedtofind

AmandaandLeothere,"I'vebeenwaitingand



callingyoulikecrazyCora.Wherehaveyoubeen?"

Amandaaskedstandingup,"it'saSundayAmanda.

Iwasatchurchandiswitchedoffmyphone

becauseIknewthatyoupeoplewouldbeblowing

myphone"isaidasiwaswalkingtomyroom,she

wasfollowingme."areyouokthough?"Sheasked

sittingdownalongwithme."isthereareasonwhyI

shouldn'tbe?"Iaskedtakingoffmyhighheels."Coh,

Mrmusclesleftandyou'rebehavingasifnothing

hashappened?"Sheasked,istoodup.Takingoff

myclothes."ifyou'rereferringtothemanwhowas

inawheelchairthenpleasedon'tcallhimMr

Muscles.Whywouldn'tibefineifthatmanleft.

remindmeagain,whatishetome.He'snothingto

me,welostMrMuscles13monthsback.Henever

camebackhomebutinsteadwetookinastranger

sowhywouldn'tIbeokayifastrangerleavesmy

life"isaidthenwalktothecloset.Ichangedintomy

whitelongdress."whyareyoutalkinglikethisCora,

thisisnotlikeyou.You'rescaringme,youweren't

evenheretobidhimfarewell"shesaid."ifhe'snot

myhusbandthenwhyshouldihavebidhim

farewell?"Iaskedloudly."sorry"isaidsighing."so



whatnow?"Sheasked."we'llseewherelifetakesus,

nowwewaitforthecyclingwheeloflife.Iguessit's

justmeandmykidsnow"isaidfakingasmile."and

me,andyour,yoursiblings.AndAllyourfriends.You

knowwe'llalwayshaveeachothersback"shesaid,"

youknowmaybeifhe'djusttook2minutesofhis

timeandasked'Coraareyouokay'itwouldhave

madeahugedifference.Maybeiwouldhavetold

himaboutMnqobiwethu,Maybeiwouldhavetold

himabouttheshallowhallowemptyplaceinmy

chest.Maybeiwouldhavetoldhimhowmuchhe

remindsmeofmyhusband.Maybeiwouldhave

endedupsharingthesecretofhowI'mscaredto

lookatmylateSon'sphoto.Howmymindstillthinks

he'llcomebacktomeoneday,ororhowimissthe

feelofmyhusband'shandagainstmyskin.Buthe

neverdid,notevenonce.Henevercaredenoughto,

hewasjustaghostofmyJoaquin...mxmwhyamI

eventalkingaboutthis,I'mstarving.Let'sgoand

eat"isaidwipingawaytheonetearthatwas

threateningtoexposetheweaknessesinme."Hey

let'stalkaboutit,talktomeCora"shesaid,i

shookmyheadno."no,I'llbejustfine.I'llforgetall



abouthimwithinafewdays.Let'sgoandeat"isaid.

"heleftyoualetterandotherstuff"shesaid

.

.Cora

.

asyou'rereadingthisimustbesomewherein

betweentheclouds.Iwishypuweretheretosay

goodbyeanywaysthethepintothecardis****.

TakecareofyourselfandourkidsCora.Ifyou

couldpleasetellthemilovethemeveryday.And

don'tforgettolivealittlebitforyourself.I'msorry

forhurtingyouandmakingyoucry.

.

YourssincerelyAJ

.

"fuckyou,AJmyfoot.HedarestocallhimselfAJ"i

screamedtearingtheletterintopiecesandthenmy

phonerang."Mom"iansweredmyphoneafter

takinginadeepbreath."Coraareyouokaymy

baby?"Sheaskedsoundingsoworried."why



wouldn'tIbeokay,what'swrongwithyoupeopleand

thisquestion?"Iaskedangrily."Amandatoldme

everything,thatyou'renottakingthingssowell.You

shouldcomehomemaybe."Shesaidsoftly."mylife

isrighthereinJohannesburg.Youdon'thaveto

worryaboutme,I'masurvivorMom.I'mCora

remember,icanstretchandbendbutineverbreak"

isaid,idon'tknowwhoiwastryingtoconvince.Me

orher?,"nptjustthat,youfatherhasconsulteda

traditionalhealerandsomethingsthatmakes

perfectsensepoppedout.Yougottacomehome

andwe'lltalkaboutthis"shesaid,isighedheavily."

youknowI'maChristianright?,idon'tbelievein

whatyou'reabouttotapintomom.Tellyour

husbandtojustleavemealone,hehatesme

anyways.Hemightaswellstartactinglikeit"isaid.

"whatrubbishisthisCora,whatareyoutalking

about?"Sheaskedcursing."it'sthetruth,iturned

himintoacripple.ActuallyIturnedtwomaninto

cripples.Andonehasalreadyconfessedhishatred,i

justthinkit'sabouttimeDadandIstopped

pretending.Iknowhehatesmeandquitefranklyido

too.Ihatethatman,allthanlstohimimetmyworst



nightmare.Salvatore,ifhehadn'tmolestedmethen

iwouldn'thaverantojoburg,theniwouldn'thave

metSalvatore.Iwouldn'thavefalleninlovemommy,

iwouldn'thavefoundsuchaprecious,uniquething

onlytoloseit.Iwouldn'thavelost,iwouldn'tbeinso

muchpainandsuffering"ishoutedwhilecrying."

ShutupCora,shutup.Ypudon'tknowwhatyou're

saying.Youdon'tknowhowmuchyourfather

regretswhathe'sdonetoyou.He'snotproudokay

buthe'srepenting.Hewasmentallyunstableatthat

time."Shesnapped.Thenhunguponmebuticalled

herupagain."whatdoyouwantCora?"Sheasked.

"Mom...doyouthinkthatDadhatesme?.Salvatore

does"iasked."yourDadissorryCora...andiknow

thatSalvatorecouldneverhateyoueither.He'll

comebacktoyou"shesaid."you'resuchaliermom,

Dadmusthateme.He'smissingoutonalot

bacauseofme"isaid."you'reclearlydrunkCora,

justgobacktosleep"shesaidsoftly."Dadruined

mylife,heruinedmylifebeforeitcouldevenbegin.I

mightaswellgetdrunk.Everywhereilookisee

salvatore'sface.IthinkI'mgoingmad,I'mgoing

crazymother.Everythingisamess,hedoesn'tlove



me.Butido,idolovehim."ikeptonsayingwhile

walkingtothewinesailor.Itoomhismostexpensive

whiskey."PleaseGotobedCora"iheardMombeg.

"noletmetake...heymomdoyourememberthat

timewheniwas8yearsoldandidrewmyselfina

doctor'scoatandishowedittodad.Whatdidhesay

'You'llneversucceed,getoutofhere.You'llnever

beaDoctor'.Somedayshe'dcallmegoodfpr

nothing,aloser.HesaidI'dneverbehappymother,

hecursedmetounhappiness.Hedidthattome,i

wasstillsoyoungbackthen.Icouldn'teven

differentiatebetweengoodandbad.Hecursed

me...doyouthinkhiswordschangedmyfate?"

.

I'msorryfordisappearing,assomeofyouhave

heardIwassickbutpleasedon'tforgettolikeand

comment
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Cora'spov

.

Iwaswokenupbytheloudvoicesscreaming,"



mommy!Mommywakeup...Corawakeupplease.

Coragetup!"Iheardthemscream.Islowlyopened

upmyeyesandsawLorenzoandPetunia,seems

likeisleptonthestaircases.Myheadwasspinning

andpilledwithmemoriesofyesterday."AuntPis

momokay"iheardLorenzoasked,icouldn'topen

myeyesfully."gotothekitchen,I'llcomeand

preparebreakfastforyou"iheardPetuniasay."

Coragetupmarn,you'rewasted"shesaid."letme

beP,justleavemealone"imurmured,stillsleeping

ontheuncomfortablestaircases.Mywholebody

hurt,"comeonstandup"shesaidpullingmeup,i

suddenlyfeltlikepuking.Ifoundmyselfthrowingup

onthestaircases."ifuckingtoldyoutoleaveme

alone,shit!.Lookwhat---"ShutupCora,there'sakid

here"petuniashouted.Ilookedattheendofthe

staircasesandlorenzowasstandingoverthere.In

hisschooluniform."mybaby...I'msorry,mommyis

sorry"isaidwipingmymouth."comelet'sgoto

bed"Petuniasaid,shehelpedmegotomyroom.I

feltmybodyhittingthebed,ikeptonmurmuringthe

word'sorry'untilIfellasleep.



.

Iwokeuparound2pm,sonotlikeme.Imissed

goingtohospital.Thatwasnotgoodonthenumber

ofdaysiwasscheduledtovolunteerforperyear.It

meantihadtoworkovertheweekendorholidays.

Anywaysitookalongwarmbath,brushedmyteeth

slowlywhilelookingatthemirror.Ididn'trecognize

myownreflection,ishyedawayfromthemirror.

Moisturizedmybodythenworemytracksuits.

Nothingonthefoot,ifoundGugumoppingthefloor

andPetuniawascookinginthekitchen."Good,

Goodmorning"isaidtoGugu,shenoddedherhead.

That'sjusthowsheresponds,"Hi"isaidtopetunia

whoignoredme."lookI'msorryformybehaviour

earlieron"isaidsighing."it'sokay,youdon'thave

toapologisetomeCora.I'mjustaservant,nothing

morenothingless"shesaidlookingatme."NoI'm

sorry,andyou'renotjustaservant.You'refamilyto

me,ilostit.Iwasdrunk"iapologizedonceagain."

youmustbehungry,letmepreparesomethingfast

foryou"shesaidfaintlysmiling."no,I'mnothungry.

Ineedtomakeaphone,you'llfindmeontheroof



topifyouneedanything"isaidstandingup.I

pumpedintothetwinswalkinghandinhandtothe

kitchen."Mama...mama"Maiastartedscreaming

jumpingupanddown."ithoughtitoldyouguysto

sitinthelivingroom."Guguscreamedrunningafter

them."letmetakethemwithmesothatyoucan

cleaninpeace"isaidpickingthembothup,miracles

wasbusyclappinghertinyhandswithherbroad

littlecutesmile."Thanks"Gugusaidsighing...iput

themonthecouchthencalledmumom.Shepicked

uponthethirdattempt."ihavepatientstotake

careofCora"shesaidassoonassheanswered."

I'llbarelytake2minutesofyourtime"isaidsighing.

"stateyourbusiness,ifypucalledtoinsultmethen

pleasespareme"shesaid."icalledtoapologise,I'm

sorryforforinsultingyouyesterday"isaidsoftly.

Thensilencefollowedafterthat..."Coracomehome

ontheweekendsowecantalk"shesaid,"what's

theretotalkaboutmother?,everythingisinthepast

now.Justletbygonesbebygones"isaidsighing

heavily."sometimesitisyourpastthatdetermines

yourfuture.Therearethingsthataregreaterthanus

andourunderstandCora.Comehomeandwe'lltalk



"shesaid."whatisthisabout,superstitionsaren't

partofmyworld"isaid."they'renotpartofmy

worldeither,butyou'rehalfblackandtherearealot

oftraditionsyoudidntfollow.Maybeafterthisyour

loadwillbeeaseddown"shesaid."I'llbethereona

Saturdaymorningbutwhatisthisaboutifyoumay

enlightenme"iasked,"it'saboutthespiritofthe

childwhowasterminated...Lookihavetogobye"

shesaidthenhungup,"heymother!"Iscreamedbut

itwasalreadytoolate."heywhatareyoudoing,you

wanttodieonmetoo"iscreamedatmiraclewho

wascrawlingtowardstheswimmingpool.She

startedtocry,"I'msorry,didiscareyou.Did

mommyscareyou.Sorry,sorry"isaidpickingherup

andkissingherallovertheface."sorrybaby"isaid

wipingawayhertears,hersilentcriesweren'tsucha

pleasantsite."heyiseverythingokayhere?"Petunia

askedwalkingouttotherooftop,shehadatrayin

herhands."mhhuh,everythingisgood.Whatare

youdoingherethough?"Iaskedsittingdownalong

withMiracle."ibroughtyousomejunkfoodtofeed

on.Youcan'tgothewholedaywithouteating"she

saidputtingthetrayonthecoffetable."youcanbe



suchapestPetunia,let'sseechocolateicecream

andacake,fruits,juice.Psbars"isaidlookingat

thetray."I'llhavethisjusttogetyouoffmyback"i

saidtakinganapple."you'llhaveallthefruits"she

saidsmiling."iwill,nowgoiwanttospendsome

timewithmygirls.TellLorenzotocomeuphere

whenhearrives"isaidandshenoddedwithabroad

smile.Thenmyphonerangagain,itwasan

unknownnumber.Iansweredwhiletakingabiteon

myapple."Hi"avoicesaid,"Senzo?"Iasked

frowning."ZabenathiMaphumuloisthathowyou

greetyourlonglostfriend?"Heasked.Ijust

chuckled,"ithoughtmyhusbandhadyoukilled"i

saidsaid."almostCora,healmostdidbutI'madie

hard"hesaiditsoconfidentlyanddramatic.I

couldn'thelpbutlaugh,"you'resuchachicken

Senzo.Hetoldyouoffandyougotscared"isaid."

no,it'snothinglikethat.Ilostyournumber"hesaid.

"youlivejustacrossthestreetawayfrommy

parent'shouse.Youcouldhaveaskedthemformy

numberifyouwantedto"isaidrollingmyeyes."

hey,idon'tlivewithmyparentsanymore.Sospare

me"hesaid."Coward,Coward,coward.You'resuch



acoward."Isaidloudly."okayfine,youreyesisa

littlebitscary.Youcan'tblameme,istillwanttolive

"headmittedsighingheavily."ohhh,anywayshow

areyou.I'mactuallycominghomefortheweekend.

IhopeI'llseeyouthere.Wecancatchupalldaylong.

Youdon'thavetoworryabouthimanymore,youcan

tellmeaboutyoursalary,yourgirlfriends,yourcar,

maybethenumberofstudentsyou'vesleptwithso

farbecauseknowinghowmuchofamanwhoreyou

are.Idoubtthatyouletanyslipby"isaid."you're

stillablabberingmouth.YoutalklikehellCora,just

shutup.I'mtheonewhocalledokay"hesaid."i

saidtoomuchdidn'ti?"Iaskedlaughing."I'llhave

tocomehomethisweekend,justtoseeyourlight

brownbeautifuleyes"hesaid.Thathasalways

mademeblush,"that'snotworki---ohhGodwhat

haveyouguysdone?"Iaskedchuckling.Miracle

andMaiajustgottherefacessmearedwith

chocolateicecream."hello,Cora?"Hesaidloudly."

you'llhavetocallmelaterbye"isaidthenhungup."

you'reguysaresonaughty"isaidputtingmybowl

away."lookatyoualldirty"isaidshakingmyhead.

Theylaughedasifthey'veheard,atleastMaiadid."



Mom"iheardLorenzocallmyname.Iturnedaround

andhewaswalkingtowardsus.BarefootbutStillin

hisuniform."BabyLore"imurmuredwalking

towardshim.Ikneeledinfrontofhim,hewasso

grown."howwasschoolandhowisyourfriend?

What'shisnameagain?"Iaskedfrowning."Arjun

mommy"heremindedme."yesArjun,howishe?"I

askedsmiling."Arjunisfine"hesaid."lookabout

whatyousawearlier.Thatwasjust...itwasjust"---"

momisnotsickanymore?"Heasked."yeah,yes.

Momwassickandnowhe'snot.AndtheFandS

words,neversaythemokay.Thosearebadbad

words"isaidputtingmyhandonhisshoulder."yes

mommy"henodded."HOWABOUT!"Hescreamed

ashisdogapproachedus,wellwenamedhim'How

About'afterdisagreeingonalotofnames.Wekept

ondisagreeingandhewouldsayhowaboutwe

namehimbobbyandi'dsayno,howaboutwename

himsam.Sohisnameendedupbeinghowabout."

thepuppyjumpintohisarmslikehealwaysdid.We

spentoureveningthere.

.



Mykidskeptmegoing,theonlyreasoniheldonwas

them.Itriedtostaysobber,thoughwinebecamemy

friend.Ithelpedmefallasleepwithouthavingto

havenightmare.Sleepingsoberbecameadaily

struggle.Sothereiwas,inmyparentslivingroom.It

wasaSaturday,somewherearound12pm.Mykids

andijustcame,webookedintoahotel.Thehouse

wastoosmalltoaccommodateallofusbesides

thatihadotherreasonstoo,likemytwolittlebaby

girls."So,what'sthisallabout?"Iaskedaftergetting

mykidssettledinConnie'sroom.Connieand

Charleswereattheuniversityasusual.Momhad

freshlybakedsconesandteaonthediningtable."

Witheverythingthathasbeengoingoninyourlife,

yourfatherthoughtitwouldn'thurtanyoneto

consultatraditionalhealerandsowedid.You

wouldn'tbelievewhatwefoundout"momsaid,it

wasjusther,Dadandiaroundthetable.Lorewas

playingwithhersisterinthebedroom."And?...what

didhesay.Youtoldmeaboutmyfirstbaby..."isaid

thenswallowedthehardlumpinmythroat."yeshis

spiritisstilllingeringabout,hesaidthathisspiritis

restlessashewasnevertakencareof.He's



shiveringandhe'sthereasonwhyyouryoulostyour

otherboy..."that'sjustutternonsense,andyouknow

thatididterminatehim.Ididn'tkillhim,sowhy

wouldhebeafterme.Heshouldbeaftertheone

whokilledhim"isaidangrilythrowingadeadstare

atDad"that'sbesidethepointCora,justcalmdown

andlistentothewholethingthenyoucandecide

whetheryou'regoingtorunawayorfixthings"Mom

said."whydoesn'thespeak,letDadspeak.He'sthe

traditionalisthere"isaidlookingathim."Cora,i

beggingyou"momsaid,isighedheavily..."notjust

that,youdidn'tmournhisdeath.Whichalsobrings

metothis,ypudidn'tmournMnqobiwethueither"

shesaid."howdoyoumean?"Iaskedfrowning."

youknowhowblackpeoplewearblackmourning

clothesandallthat"shesaid."isthatall,caniask

yousomethingnow"iasked,socrossed."no,I'm

notdone.Yourbodywasnevercleansedofhisspirit.

Andwhattranspiredbetweenyouandyourfather,

thatwasanabominationandyouwerenever

cleansedofthateither.Notjustthat,yourancestors

aren'thappywiththehostilitybetweenyouandyour

extendingfamilyandalso.Theydon'trecognise



yourmarriegetoSalvatore,theywantyouhome.

That'swhyyourthingsaresobad"sheexplaineda

helllot."caniaskedyousomethingnow?"Iasked."

wasisupposedtomournforachildthatinever

knewexisted.Evenifidid,wasisupposedtomourn

formyfather'schild.Doyouknowhowtwistedthat

sounds?.Mymarriageisnotrecognized?,ihaveno

ideawhatthat'ssupposedtomebutasfortherest

ofmyrelatives.Whyshouldweputamends,those

peoplehatedmeevenaftertheirsocallinhlambuko.

Tohellwiththeancestors"isaidclickingmytongue.

"Don'ttalklikethatCora,yourangerwillgetthe

ancestorsmoreinfuriatedandbelievemeyoudon't

wanttosuffertheirconsequences"Fathersaid."I'll

saywhateveriwanttosay.It'safreecountry"isaid

thenstoodup."alliaskofyouisthatyougiveall

thisaclearthought.Thehealersaidthatifthe

significantceremoniesarenotdoneintime.Yourlife

couldgetworse,youcouldloseallthatyouhave.

Youmightlosemorekidsinfuturesoibeggingyou

topleasethinkaboutthisanddotherightthingfor

yourkid'ssake"momsaid,myheartskippedabit."

I'lltakemykidsforawalk,I'mmeetingupwithan



oldfriendofmine"isaidthenwalkedtoConnie's

room."NathiKuzomeleuthatheisinqumo

ngokushesha,ngalekwalokhoimpiloyakho

isazohlangahlangana(Nathiyou'llhavetotakea

decisionfastorelseyourlifewillstillcontinuetobe

amess)"Dadsaidasiwalkedaway.Iputmytwins

intheirpramalongwiththeirbagoffoodandother

necessities."putonyoursandalsandlet'stakea

walkaroundtheneighbourhood"isaidtoLorenzo

whowasplayingwithhertoycaronmyfloor.

.

"wefinallymeetaftersuchalongtimeandyoulook

sogloomy.CORA"Senzosaidaswewerewalkingin

thestreetswherewehadgrewupandfindourfeet."

sorry,it'sjustthatthere'salotgoingoninmymind

rightnow"isaidcomingbacktoearth."whatwere

yousayingagain?"Iaskedshakingmyhead."iwas

justaskingyouwhereyoukidnapthesekids.The

lasttimewemetyouhadonlyoneandnowthree.It

hasn'tbeenthatlongsincewelastsaweachother"

hesaid,ichuckledabit."2yearsisalongtime

Senzo."Isaid."twoyearsisnotthatlong"hesaid."



wellinmycaseitis.Alotcanhappenwithintwo

years.Alotcanchange,evenjustaminuteislong

enoughtochangemyentirelife"isaidthoughfully."

you'regettingseriousnow,what'swrong?"Heasked

puttinghishandonmyshoulder."it'snothing,so

whathaveyoubeenuptoforthepasttwoyears?"I

askedaskedbrushinghishandoffmyshoulder."i

actualGotmarriedandalsogotdivorced.Thatall

tookmehalfayear"hesaid.Igiggledoutof

disbelief."really?"Iaskedfrowning,heseemed

serious."yep,shewastooexpensiveformy

affordability.Shewassolivelyandexcitingatthe

begin,justlikeyou"hesaid."whatchangedthen"i

asked."Mom,I'mtiredofwalking.Let'sgobackto

grandma'shouseplease"Lorenzocomplained

holdingontohiswaist."butwejustwalkedout

Lorenzo"isaidsighingunbelievingly."butI'mtired"

hesaid."letmecarryyouovermyshouldersbuddy"

Senzosaid."yey...butonlyDadcallsmebuddy"he

said."okaythen"Senzosaidraisinghishandsup..."

sowherewerewe...ohyes.Shehadnobrainsatall"

hesaid."iguessthat'swhatmakesyoustandout"

headded."youcankillagirlwithyourflatteringPal"



isaidlaughing."areypuflattered?"Heasked

chuckling,"justalittlebit"isaid."...doyoubelievein

ancestors?"Iaskedaftersometimeofsilence."of

courseIdo,I'maZuluguyremember"hesaid."soif

theydemandyoutodosomething,somekindofa

ceremonyandyourefuse.Dotheyreallypunishyou

orit'sjustamyth?"Iasked,anticipatingtogetthe

answer."actuallyiusedtothinkthatthewholething

wasoverrateduntilmyauntgotaStroke.Doyou

rememberauntSophie,thelightskinnedonewith

dreadlocks"heaskedme,ifrownedandthoughta

bit."ohyesIdo,thebeautifulonewiththatfunny

littlecutevoice"isaidthenchuckledupon

rememberinghowfunnyhervoicesoundedandhow

sheusedtochaseuparoundandwe'dlaughather."

yesthatone...wellshegotastroke.Itwasa

punishmentfromtheancestors.Doyouknowwhat

shedid?"Heasked.Ishookmyheadno"what

happened?"Iasked."herhusbandpassedawaya

fewyearsbackshetookoffhermourningclothes

beforetime.Peopletriedwarningherbutshe

wouldn'tobey.Ontopofthatshestartedsleeping

aroundandthenonedayshejustcouldn'tgetoutof



bed.Sejikanelanga,uthuthwanezicewu.Ungabona

wena.Anywayssomeancestorsarenotsokind

whenprovoked"hesaid,iswallowedthehardlump

inmythroat."that'ssosad,shewassucha

beautifullady"isaid.Hejustshruggedhisshoulders.

Wetookastrollaroundtilllate.

.

"whatchangedyourmind"momaskedafteritold

themiwasgonnaperfomallthenecessary

ceremoniesbutitwasallgonnahappenoverthe

juneholidays."doesthatmatter?"Iasked."no,it

doesn't.I'mgladyouthoughtaboutthis.Iassure

you,youmadetherightdecision"Dadsaid.

"anywayswebookedintoahotel,we'llspendthe

nightoverthere"isaidtomom.

"Cora!,ijusttoldyouthatyourbrotherandsisterare

comingbackhometoseeyouandyou'regoingto

somehotel?"Momexclaimedunbelievingly

"it'snotthatfarawaymom,I'llcomebybeforewe

gobacktoJohannesburg.I'llmeettheminthe

morning,rightnowijustneedtotakeashowerand



gotobed.Thishouseistoosmalltoaccommodate

allofus"isaidsighing.Shefinallyunderstoodafter

someconvincing.Anywayswespendthenightin

somenearbyhotel.Ispentmymorningathome

withmyfamilyandSenzowastheretootosay

goodbye.Hesaidhewasgoingtovisitmein

Johannesburgsometimes,itookthatasibluff.

.

Weekspassedbyandtheholidaysfinallycame.I

foundmyselfathome,beenthereforfourdays

exactly.Wedealtwiththeterminatedchild,iwas

actuallywearingblackclothes.Webroughthim

homeusingagoatandsomeleavesofsometree.I

don'tknow,itwhattheyusedthough.Afterthathe

wassenttothecemetery.Thegoatwasslaughtered

andburied.Iwasaskedtogivehimaname,soi

namedhimLangelihleXolaMaphumulo.Iwasto

mournhimforthenext3monthsandthenmourn

Mnqobiwethu.Theysaidhisspiritwasatpeacenow,

thefactthatthegoatatetheleavesprovedthat."i

didn'tevenknowitwasaboy"isaidfixingmydoek

infrontofthemirror."hewasjusttooyoungtodie,i



don'tknowifiwouldhavewantedhimtoliveifiever

foundoutiwaspregnant.ButDadhadnorightto

killhim"isaidasmomwalkedintomyroom."you

havetoletthingsgomybaby,youhavetoletthisgo.

Lettherebepeace"shesaid."iamhismother,i

shouldhaveprotectedhimypuknow.Ishouldhave

known"isaidsittingdownonthecouchinfrontof

themirror.IwasinConnie'sroom,sheandCharles

sleptonthecoucheswhilegrandmafrommy

father'ssidealongwithgrandpasharedCharle's

room.Theyweretheoneshelpinguswiththe

ceremonies.Firstigotcleansedforsharingabed

withmyDadandthen

Dadapologisedtotheancestorsforcursingme.

Withalltheceremoniesagotwasslaughtered.Iwas

theonewhoboughtthegoatsandgroceriesand

everythingnecessarilyandididn'tmind."it'stimeto

go"grandmasaidwalkingintotheroom.Iwas

wearingalongblackdress.Iboughtalotofblack

clothesactually.Adoekovermyshouldersandon

myhead,ialsoworeblackpumps.Weweregoing

overtomygrandparent'shomeforinhlambuluko.It



wassomewhereintheruralareasofDurban,emdloti.

.

Wesetoutsidethegate.Washedourhandinthe

samebasinandputsomecoinsinsidethenwe

pouredourheartsout.Theyapologizedforthehate

theygave.Likeiknewtheysawitasanabomination

ActualtheysawmeasanabominationbecauseI

wasbornoftworacessothat'swhytheynever

acceptedme.Grandpatalkedtotheancestorsand

anothergoatgotslaughtered.Somuchkillinginjust

oneweek.IalsogotaZulubandle(isiphandla).We

gotinsidethehomeafterthat.Therewerealotof

peoplethenianticipated.TheFirstandlasttimei

wasthere,therewerejustafewhouses.Butnowit

lookedlikeavillage.Igottomeetwithmyuncles,

aunts,cousins,niecesandnephews.Ionly

recognizedmaybejustthreetotwopeople.

"sothat'syourcar?"Oneofmycousinasked,her

namewasNandiifiamnotwrong.Inodded,"my

husbandboughtitformeonmy22ndbirthday"i

saidsmilingabit.Wewerehavingtea."nexttime



youshouldcomewithyourhusband.Hesoundslike

aniceguy"shesaid.Inodded."soyouhavethree

kids?"Iasked,actuallyikeptonseeingdifferentkids

comingandgoingoutoftheroundhouseiwasin."

yeah"shesaidlookingdown."ialsohavethreekids.

Besidesthetwothatilost,sothere'snothingtofeel

ashamedof.Soihaveatotaloffive,justimageat

thisage"isaidchuckling.Wewerehavingteaand

biscuits."yoursituationiswaymorebetterthan

mine.Igotthreekidsfromthreedifferentfathers

andthattooI'mnotworkingandtheyjustwon't

supporttheirkids"shesaidthensighed."ohh,so

howareyoumanagingthen?"Iasked."there's

somethingcallchildgrantyouknow"shesaid

chuckling.Igiggledabit,"ohh,ialmostforget.Have

youeverworkedsomewherebefore,youshpuldgive

meyournumbermaybeicanfindsomethingforyou

"isaid."iusedtoworkasacleanerinsome

companyintown.Igotfired,actuallytheywerein

somefinancialcrisis"shesaid.Wellwesetand

talked.Otherscametoo,theyweren'tsobadafterall.

TheyinvitedmeforChristmas,ipromisedtocome

butiknewthenthatthatwasalittlebitofalie.They



tookmynumberanditooktheirs.Momandialso

wenttoseeherparents,mygrandparents.They

werenotasfriendlyasmyfather'sfamily.Theywere

Afrikaanersafterallsoiwasn'tsuprised.

.

Sojunepassedby

Julypassedby,spendingmybirthdaywithouthim

wasbecominganorm

August

September

Octoberpassedby...

.

"yourSonhitmysonandyou'retellingmetocalm

down"MrsVermeersnappedangrily.Iwas

immediatelycalledtocomeatLorenzo'sschool

becausehewasinvoledinafighter.Andhehitthis

whitekidsohardthathisnosewasbleeding.His

motherwasfuming,ifshecouldiswearshe

would'vehitLorenzo.Lorenzowasjustsittingsilent

onthechairbesideme,wewereintheprincipal's



office.Imustsayisawthatcoming,Lorenzohad

beentooquietlately.Hewasangry,hemissedhis

Father."he'sjustakid,whatdoyouwantmetosay.

I'vealreadyapologizedforhisbehaviour.I'msure

there'sareasonwhytheyfought"isaidangrily,she

wasreallygettingundermyskin."Misswhatever

yoursurnameisyousonhitmychildandyou're

sittingherejustifyingyourstupidson'sbehavior.

Youmustbeashamedofyourselfsiesman"she

saidthenspit."firstofallit'snotmisswhatever,it's

MrsSalvatore.Secondlymyisnotstupid.I'mcalmly

askingyoutocalmdown,ihavealotofthingstodo.

SoMrsVermeerwillyoupleasejustsityourstupid

assdown"isaidthroughgrittedteeth."didyou...did

shejustcallmestupid.Principaldidyouhearthat?"

Sheasked."MrsVermeerpleasesitdown....Mrs

Salvatore,yourSonbrokeournumberonefirstrule

whichisnofightingandforthatwewillhaveto

suspendhimforoneweek.Hereishissuspension

letter.AndMrsVermeer,MrsSalvatorehasalready

apologizedsopleaseletthisgo"theprincipalsaid."

youcan'tjustsuspendmyson,he'sjustakidandthe

matterhasn'tbeeninvestigatedyet"isaidtothe



principal."ialreadydid,thecctvcamerasshows

thathe'stheonewhostartedthefight.Isuggestthat

whateverissuesyouhaveathomejustgetthem

fixed.Becauseit'sclearlyaffectingthekid,wehave

apanelofcounselorshereat----"thatwon'tbe

necessary,we'llleavenow"isaidtakingmyson's

hand."let'sgoLorenzo"isaidangrily.Hewasreally.

"I'msorrymommy"hesaid.Ibuckledhimupand

clisedthedoor."ihadtoleavemypatients

because...youknowwhatjustkeepyourmouthshut

"isaidthenwentintothedriversside.Idrovehome

angrily.

.

"whydidyouhitthepoorboylikethatLorenzo.Why

wouldyouhitsomeonelikethat,whotaughtyouto

dothat."Ishoutedpullinghiminsidethehouse."

leavemealonemom"hescreamedyankinghishand.

Iturnedandlookedathimunbelievingly,"whatdid

youjustsay"iaskedfrowning."you'reactingcheeky

withmenow,huh"iaskedtakingoffhisbelt.Igave

himawhip,"I'msorrymommy,sorry,sorry"he

screamedcrying."Cora,whatareyoudoing?"



Petuniaaskedholdingmeback.IletgotofLorenzo

whorantoGodknowswhereinthehouse."what's

wrongwithyou"sheaskedfollowingmeintothe

kitchen."iaskhim,hehasbeenverydisrespectful

lately.Hehitkidsnow,hemightaswellstarttojoin

wrestling.Ican'ttakeitanymore"ishoutedpouring

myselfaglasswater."he'sboundtobehavelikethat,

hemisseshisfather.Thepoorkidmisseshisfather"

shesaid."andidon't?.Doyouseemegoingaround

andhittingpeople.Ithoughtwhenhehithislittle

sistersitwasbecausetheyprovokedhim.He

crossedalllimitstoday.Ialsomisshimbutypu

don'tseemehittingpeopleuntiltheybleed"isaid

thendrankup."he'sakid,justcalmdown.Goand

talktohim.You'vebeenbehavinglikearobotlately.

Wedon'treacttosituationsthesameway,youthink

idon'tknowthatyoudrinkawholebottleofwine

beforegoingtosleep?,I'veheardyoucrytoo.Please

justgoandtalktoLorenzo"shesaidthengotoutof

thekitchen.Thatwasthefirsttimeilayedmyhand

onhim,I'vealwaysuseddifferentmethodsof

disciplinebutthatdayijustlostit..."I'msorry

mommy,pleasedon'thitme"hesaidassoonasi



walkedintohisroom."heyit'sokay,I'mnotgoing

tohityou.I'msorryihityouokay,I'msorry.Areyou

hurt?...comeletmesee,I'llhelpyoutakeabath"i

saidwalkingtowardshim,hewasalarm.Therewere

twotinybruisesonhisass.IputhiminhisPJs."

mommyissorry.Wouldyoulijesomethingtoeat.I'll

getypusomenoodles"isaidstandingup."justlie

down"isaidwalkingtowardsthedoor."mom,cani

haveicecreamtoo?"Heasked."Vanillaiceand

noodles.Comingrightupsergeant"isaidsaluting

likeasoldier.Hegiggledabit.

.

"whathappenedLorenzo,whydidyouhitthatkid.

Didhesaysomething,didheprovokeyou"iasked

afterfeedinghimthenoddles.Hewasnowhaving

hisvanillaice."hesaidmyPapa'sisnotgoingto

comebackhomemommy,hewassomean.Hesaid

mydadmightbedead"hesaidsadly,myspiritgot

crushed...."mom,Papaisgoingtocomeback

homeisn'the?"Heasked.Inodded,"yourPapa's

alive.He'sgoingtocomebackhomesoon.Hetold

youthatdidn'the?"Asked.Henodded."forget



aboutwhatthatwhitemonkeysaid,yourPapa'salive.

NowhaveyourIceIcecream.We'llseeyour

homeworktomorrowsinceyougotyourselfthe

wholeweekoff.Iseethiswasyourplan"isaid

pullinghischeeks."mommy"hesaidgiggling.

.

November

Decemberpassedby,actuallyididgotomy

grandparent'shomeforChristmas.They

slaughteredthewholecow.Theywouldn'tstop

exclaimedoverthebeautifyofmykids.Ispentmy

holidayshome,butwesleptinahotel,lifeisn'tso

bad.Youjustneedtoacceptthatredisredand

whiteiswhite.Blendinwiththesituation,accept

thingsastheycome.Ispentsometimewithmybest

friendSenzoandhemademelaughandforget

aboutmostofmyproblems.Ontheothersideitried

makeLorenzolaughtoo,bacamehismotherand

father.

January

February



March

April

May,ayearpassedbyandhewasstillnotbackat

home.Imustsay,weweregettingusedtohis

absence.Byweimean,myheart,mymindandsoul.

Thetwinswere2yrs/6monthsoldandLorenzowas

6yrs/1montholddoinggrade1.Hewasquitclever

andbrilliant,iwasdoingmy7nthyearwhichwasmy

lastyearincomplitingmydegree.Iwasbackat

varsity,havingbacktobackclassesandexams.It

wassuchabusyyearsinceitwasmylastyear.

OnefatefulSaturdaymorningiwaspreparing

breakfast,GuguwascleaningandPetuniawas

bathingthetwins.Thedoorbellrang,"Gugu,would

yougetthatannoyingdoor"isaidafteritrangforthe

thirdtime."Gugu,howmanytimeshouldItellyou

togetthedamndoor"ishoutedbuttherewasno

answer.Thedoorbellrangagainandagain."I'm

coming,willyoujuststop.Geez...you?"Iexclaimed

asifihadseenaghostassoonasiopenedthedoor.

"Wife"hesaidsmiling.Iwasstillsodumbfounded,

andstandingtherelikeastatue."Papa!"IheardLore



screambehindme
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"Papa,Papaisbackhome"hescreamed,hepicked

himupandspinnedhimaround."heybuddy"he

said,iwasstillstandthere.Alotofthingscameinto

mymind,allatonce.Hewasstandingrightthere

infrontofme,onhistwofeetagain.Helooked

lighterinweightthough,otherthanthathestill

lookedashandsomeasirememberhimtobe.His

haircutlookedfreshlydone,helookedsoalive."

whyareyoucryingmommy?"IheardLoreask,i

touchedmyfaceanditwaswetwithtears."Hi,are

youokay?"Heasked."excuseme"isaidthen

rushedtomyroom.Iputonmyboots,iwas

wearingasweaterandlegging.Itookmyjacks,

phoneandhangbag..."heywhereareyougoing?"

Heaskedasiwalkedtowardsthegarage.Itookmy

carkeyopenedthegarageanddroveout.Idroveout

andfoundmyselfatAmanda'splace.



"whydidhecomeback?,why?Whyishedoingthis

tome?"Thosewerethefirstwordswordsiasked

Amandaassoonassheopenedthedoorforme."

hey,what'swrong.Comethisway"shesaidpulling

mesomewhere,ifoundmyselfinoneofherguest

rooms."mymotherinlawisinthekitchen,that's

whyitookyouhere...whathappened.Areyouokay?"

Sheaskedclosingthedoor.Iwentandsetdownon

thebed."Whoareyoutalkingabout...heywhyare

youcrying?"Sheasked."iamcrying?...noI'mnot

cry,whycan'tistopcrying"iaskedwipingawaymy

withsomuchanger."Heystophush,stopnow.Do

youwanttopeeloffyourskin"shesaidholdingmy

hands."talktome,tellmewhat'swrong?"She

askedasked."he'sback,Salvatoreisback"isaid."

sowhyareyoucrying,isn'tthatagoodthing.You

shouldbehappy,aren'tyousupposedtobehappy"

sheasked,eyebrowsraised."noit'snot,it'snot

becausehe'sstillastranger"isnappedangrily."he

stilldoesn'trememberyou?,didhesaythat?"She

asked."Hedidn'tneedto,icouldseeitinhiseyes.If

hedidremembermehewouldhavecalledme'my

heartbeat'or'ilmiocureobatte'orCoranotwife.



Henevercalledmethatbefore,andSalvatore

would'veembracedmeintohisarms.Orstopped

mewhenirushedoutofthehouse"iexplained."

okaybutmaybeyoucouldbewrong.Letmecall

Michealandhe'llaskhim.Sowecantalkonfacts,

peoplechangeyouknow"shesaid,apartofme

hopedsobutthebiggestpartofmewassorealistic

thatitknewthenakedtruthalready.Wellshediddo

that,andasihadsaid.Hestilldidn'trememberus.

.

"itoldyou,didn'ti?"Isaidsighing.Sheheldmyhand

tightly."thingsaren'tthatbadnow,lookatthe

brighterpicture.He'sbackonhistwofeetagain,

thisistheperfecttimeforyouguystoworkon

things.Gettoknoweachother,whoknowsmaybe

youwillfallinloveonceagain.Goondates,have

somefun.LoosenupabitCora,ithinkit'stimeyou

stoplivingunderthisshieldyoubuilt.Andpleasego

backtoyouroldwardrobe,forgoodnesssakealli

seeyouwearingtheseyearsarethesebigrags.

Lookatyoursweeter,wheredoyouevenbuythese

clothes"sheasked,mademelaughoutloudbut



thenigotbacktonormal."whatifidon'teverwant

tofallinlove.Loveonlymakesussick,ithauntsour

dreams,destroysourdays.Lovehaskilledmore

thanandisease.Nowthequestionisdoiwanttogo

throughallthatagain?,onlyafoolkeepson

commutingthesamemistakes"isaidthatwithouta

smileorachuckle."whathappenedtomybraveold

friend?,whoareyou?.MyCohwasthisbravegirl

whofearednothinginthisworld,especiallynot

LOVE.Shewassoaliveandbright"shesaid,i

blinkedafewtimes."whatdoyoumean?,it'sstill

me.I'mstillCora"isaidchuckling."Noyou'renot,

alliseeissomelifelesswoman.It'slikelifehas

beensuckedoutofyou.Ypuforgethowtolive.If

you'renotdrinkingallalone,thenyou'reonyour

books.Eitheryou'retakingcareoftbekidsor

dealingwiththepatients.Oryouwenthometo

Johannesburg,laughingtothestupidjokesthat

yourMalefriendshares.Youdon'twearmakeup

anymore,youchangedyourentirewardrobe.You

builtawallaroundyourself,ican'treachouttoyou.

Andimissmyfriend.Whoeveryouare,pleasebring

backmyfriend.Youdon'thangoutwithusanymore,



doyourememberhowweusedtogoforshopping

andcomebackatthelatehours,hittheclubs.Or

howweusedtowatchamovieonyourlaptopwhile

havingsomepopcorn.Orhowweusedtolistento

Rihannathewholeday,youandiusedtodoour

stupiddancemoveswhilecleaning.Wesangalong

toeverysongofhers.Butnow,butnowyouhate

Rihanna.Youfastlyswitchofftheradiowhenever

hersongcomeson.YouusedtoloveLuther

VandrossCoraandyouknowwhybecauseheloves

him.YouthrewawayalltheCDs,youranawayfrom

yourlife.AllihearyouplayingnowisSadsongsor

eitherGospel.You'realwaystoobusytohang----.

"Stopitokay,stop.Whatthehelldoyouwantfrom

meMandy"iscreamedcrying.shekeptongoingon

andonandicouldn'ttakeitanymore.Ijustcouldn't,

"ijustwantmyfriendback,imissmyfriend.Please

justbringmycrazyfriend.Theonewhoknewwhat

livinginthemomentmeant.Theonewhowas

fearlessandwholovedlife.Theonewho'dlaughout

loudlikecrazy,theonewhosmiledtothefullest.I

misshowyoureyeswouldtwinklewheneveryou'd

smiled.Imissherokay,ihatehowyoupretendtobe



okay,ihatehowyoufakeasmileandlaughter."she

snappedcrying."youmeantosaytheonewhowas

vulnerableandnaive.Theonewhoworeherhearton

thesleeves,thefoolishonewholethimtoywithher

heart.Theonewhogotherheartbrokenathousand

timesbeforebutstill,stillforgave.Wellguesswhat,

she'snevercomingback.She'snevercomingback."

Ishoutedwhileicried.Thentherewassilence.We

setinsilenceformaybeabout30minutes."areyou

happyCora?,areyouhappy?"Sheasked."itdoesn't

matteranymore,aslongasI'msafe.Aslongasmy

heartislockedawayfromhim.I'lllive"isaid."What

aboutus,whatabouttherestofus.Dowealsonot

gettofeelyourlove?"Sheasked."Youknowilove

youMandy,itrustyou.It'shimidon'ttrust"isaid

puttingmyhandonhershoulder."youhaveonlyone

heart,whenyoudon'tevenloveyourselfhowi

expectyoutoloveanyoneelse...justknowonething

Cora,nomatterhowhardyoutry.Youcanthrowit

intotheocean.Buryitintothedeepestpitsbutit

willneverstopbeatingforhim,youknowyourevery

singleinchbelongstohim.Youcanneverhideit,

thefactthatyoucameherecryingbecauseofhim



shouldtellyousomething.You'rehopelesslyinlove

withhim"shesaid."ithought,ithoughtyouwere

myfriendAmanda.Icameheretofindcomfortbut

allyoudois----"sometimesweallneedtohearthe

truth.Sometimesit'stoughlovethathealsus.I'm

sorryifihurtyoubutI'mnotsorryifmytruthhurt

you.Nexttimeyoucomehearpleasecomebackas

myCora"shesaidthenstoodup."areyou

abodoningmeAmanda?.DoyouknowwhatI've

beenthrough?"Iaskedaskedfollowingher."Cora,

I'mtrying.I'vetriedtobethereforyou.Butyoujust

won'tletmein.I'vebeentoyouhouseevery

Saturday,eventodayiwasplanningtodosobut

maybeit'snotmewho'llmakeyouchangeyourmind.

Weallhavetried,allofus.Evenyourfamilybutwe

failed.Maybeit'shimthatyouneed.Whatdoyou

wantmetodowhenyoujustwon'tshareyour

problemswithme.Justgoandtalktohim,justthis

once.Please"shesaidthenputherhandstogether

inabeggingmanner."ican'tdothisaloneAmanda,

ineedyouandididsharemysorrowswithyou."I

saidcryingsilently."noyoudidn't,youwouldn'ttalk

aboutyourSon,youwouldn'ttalkaboutSalvatore.



Youwouldn'ttalkaboutwhatyouwentthroughwhile

youwerekidnapped.Allyoudidwascryandtellme

thingsthatareonthesurface.Howmanytimeshave

ibeggedyoutoseesomeoneprofessionalandtalk

aboutthis.HowmanytimesCora,everytimei

broughtthatupyou'dchasemeoutofyourhouse

butstilliwentbackin.Youknowwhybecauseyou're

myonlysisterandiloveyou.Iloveyoubutican'tdo

thisanymore.Ican'tkeeponbeingyouremotional

punchbag,what'sthepointwhenyouleaveme

halfwayeverytime...pleaseleavemyhouse.You'll

comebackwhenyoudecidetotakesomeaction

andstoprunningawayfromyourownlife."shesaid.

"Amandaplease"isaidinahorseylittlevoice."you

knowiloveyoubutpleasejustleave.Tryto

understandwhereI'mcomingfrom.CorapleaseGo"

shebegged.Iwipedawaymytearsandwalkedout.

Hermotherinlawwasstandingonthekitchendoor

way,inanawe.Idrovemycarandfoundmyselfin

themallofAfrica.Ifoundmyselfinsomerestuarent

I'veneverbeenbefore.Myphonekeptonvibratingin

mybag.



.

"ma'amwe'reabouttoclose,wouldyoulike

something"thewaitressesasked.I'vebeensitting

thereforhoursjuststaringintospace.Theonly

thingiorderedwaslimejuice,iguessedthatwas

mycuetoleave.Itookouta50randnoteandputit

onthetablethenstooduptoleave.Itwasraining

out.Ihadnoumbrellaandididn'tneedone,ifound

myselfinstandingintherain.Appreciatingevery

dropofrainthatwashittingmyskin.Halfanhour

wasspentundertherain,ithenwalkedintomycar

anddrovehome.Therewasthunderandlightening,i

droveslowly.Maybeiwasavoidinggoingback

homebutunfortunatelyslowlybutsurelyigotthere.

Parkedinfrontofthehouse.Ittookmehalfanhour

againtogetinside.Itwasalmost8pm."Geezyou're

drippingwet"Salvatoreexclaimedfirst,theywere

watchtelevision.Wellthekidsweresleepingaround

him.Hewaswatchingtelevision,herushed

somewhereasiwaswalkinglikeaZombie."takeof

yourjacket"hesaidafterwipingmyhairusingthe

bathroombigwhitetowel."youdon'thavetoactlike



youcare.Youdon'tloveme,remember"isaidthen

pushedhimoutofmyway."Cora?"Heexclaimedas

healmostfell.Iwalkedintomyroomandtooka

longwarmbath.Iwipedmybodythenworemybig

crimsongownandsocksandtiedatowelovermy

head.Iwasonlywearingmypantiesunderneath,i

gotoutandwalkedtothewinesailorlikeigotused

to.Thekidswerenolongeronthecouch,anywaysi

tookaglassfromthekitchenthenwenttomyroom.

Amanda'swordskeptonringinginmyhead,"well

guesswhat,shemightaswellgotohell.Idon't

care"isnapped,wellthat'showipushedawaythe

tracesofguilty.Ithoughtiwasdoingeverything

right.Everythingwasgoingperfectly,ididasmy

priestsaid.IturnedtoGodinsteadofturningbitter

andinwardwithrage,ididturntoGod.Iwentto

churcheverySundayandThursdayevenings,prayed

almosteverysingleday.Sothenwhydidn'tifind

peaceandcourage?,whatwasidoingwrong?"I

keptonaskingmyself.Andthentherewasaknock

onmydoor.Whoeveritwaswalkedin.

.



"thedevilisinthehouse"isaidchuckling,the

alcoholwasgettingthebetterofme."canwetalk?"

Heaskedsittingdownonthebed."youcanspeak

butwecan'ttalk,mymothertoldmetonevertalkto

strangers"isaidsaidthenlaughed.Whatwasi

laughingat,Godonlyknow."youabruptlyleftwhen

Icame,ithoughtthefirstthingI'ddowouldbeto

apologizeforthethingsisaidtoyou."Hesaid."then

apologise,areyougoingtotakeanhourexplaining

howyouwantedtoapologizeoryou'reactuallygoing

toapologize?"Iaskedasked."I'msorry,iapologise

forhurtingyourfeelings.Ihopemaybewecanstart

afresh,gettoknoweachother"hesaid."iwonder

oneishouldforgiveyou?,ifyouremembermeyou'd

beonyourkneesnowbeggingformy

forgiveness...butyouknowwhatI'llforgiveyou.

Jesussaid'lettheonewhohasnosincastthefirst

stone'.Forgivenessisthefirststeptoheaven,andi

wanttogotoheaven.Doyouknowwhereyou'dbe

whileI'minheaven"iaskedpouringmyselfthethird

glass."dotellme,ihavenoidea"hesaidsighing

andhesoundedsosarcastic."Hell,that'swhere

manlikeyougo.Hell,you'llburnthen...ishould



probablyshutup.Jesusdoesn'tlikepeoplewho

judgeotherpeople"isaidputtingmyfingeronmy

lips."whatdoyoumeanbymanlikeme?"Heasked.

"Youknowexactlywhatimean...noI'mnotgoingto

sayit,I'mthelastpersontojudgeyou.Justgetthe

helloutofmyroom"iscreamedthengiggled."do

youwanttohavelunchwithmetomorrow?"He

asked."I'llgo...becauseI'mstarving,otherthanthat

iwouldn'tgoanywherewithaDonkeylikeyou"i

whispered,helaughed."getoutofmyroom...wait,

howisitthatistillfindyoureyesthemostbeautiful

intheworld.Ihateyou,ihateyouSalvatore"isaid

sadly,wantingtocry."wineisnotgoodforyou"he

saidwalkingtowardsme."pleasedon't,don't...just

leavemealone"isaidextendingmyhandtowards

him."okaygoodnight"hesaidthenleft."Howdo

youdothistomeAlonzo,howcouldyou...allthose

thingsyousaidwerejustalie.Howdoyoutakeme

outofmymiseryandthenputmebackintodeep

again.Icouldjustkillyou,youknow.Icouldstrangle

youtodeath.Buryyoualivebutican'tdothat

becauseI'mdoomed.I'mstupidlyinlovewithyou"i

talkedtothebottleasifitwashim.Ifellasleep



huggingthebottle.

.

"ithoughtweweregoingforlunch,youandi"he

saidashesawmegettingmykidsstrappledinto

theircarsits."it'safreecountry,ichangedmymind

besidesiwasdrunk.We'regoingtoGoldreefcity"i

said.Hewasinhisjoggingpants,allsweatythati

almostdaydreamed."canialsojoinyou"heasked.

"nah,we'recool.I'msureyouhavealotofthingsto

do.Youjustcamebackafteralonglongtime."Isaid

puttingourbagsattheback.Ithenclosedtheboot."

Petunia,let'sgo"icalledoutandshecamerunning.

.

Week1

Week2

Week3,passedbyandallthetimeididmybestto

tryandavoidhim.Icamehomeintheeveningsifnot

atnight,it'sonlyonSaturdaywhereicouldnotavlid

him.WellbecauseI'mhomethewholedayabdit's

thedayispendwithmykids.Otherthanthathetoo

isalmostalwaysworking,buthedoestrytoputan



effort.Itjustisn'tenoughforme."iwasthinking

thatmaybewecouldgooutanddosomeshopping.

Youcouldusesomenewclothes"hesaidholding

mywaistasiwaspreparingbreakfast."isn'tstilltoo

earlyinthemorningtoannoyme,andhowmany

timeshouldItellnottoeverholdmywaist?"Iasked

sighingasiturnedaround."ifmyfashionsense

disgustyouthenyoucangotohellforallicare"i

saidthenpushedhimaway."Youlookcutewhen

you'reangry,justlikewhenyoueat.Youknowwhen

youchewandmoan"hesaidgettingclosertome.I

don'tknowhowbutsecondslater,hislipswereon

mineandmyhandswerearoundhisneck.Wewere

hungrilykissing,ipushedhimawayjustwhenhis

handsfoundtheirwayundermyPJJersey."stop"i

saidcatchingmybreath."comeon,whatisnow"he

askedgettingcloseragain."isaidstopokay,just

stop.Thatshouldneverhavehappened"isnapped.

"butwhy,you'remywife.Can'tikissyou,aminot

aloudtoeventouchyou.I'vebeentryingbutallyou

doispushmeaway"hesaidfrustrated."youdon't

evenloveme,you'renothim.You'renotmy

husband,thisischeating"isaidangrily."youknow



whatI'mgoingtowork"hesaidangrilyraisinghis

handsup,hethenleft."leavelikeyoualwaysdo"i

screamedafterhim.

.

"cutthepoorguysomeslackCora"iheardPetunia

saybehindme,"excuseme?"Iaskedturningaround

tofacehim."he'strying,theleastyoucoulddoo

Ismeethimhalfway.Hebuysyougiftsandflowers

thatyouthrowbackathisface"shesaid."yeah

that'sbecausehisstupid,shitface,arrogantself

thinkshecanjustbuymewithstupidgifts.He'll

neverbelikehim"isaidthenclickedmytongue."

maybehemight,ifyoucouldjustlethimin.Imean,

it'sstillhim.He'sstillthesameMrSalvatoreiknew,

alliamsayingismeethimhalfway.He'strying"she

said."leavemealoneP,ypudon'tknowhalftheshit

I'vebeenthrough.Sopleasecutmesomeslack.

.

Onthe19nthofJuly,icamebackfromschool

around20pm.Iwassotired,thehousewassodark.

Iturnedonthelightsandboom.Hewassittingon



thediningtable."whoa,youscaredme"iexclaimed

holdingmychest."whoa,youscaredme?.Isthatall

youcansay?"Heaskedstandinginfrontofme."

whateveryou'retalkingaboutI'mnotinterested.I'm

tired,I'vebeenoutallday.Thelastthingineedis

yournonsense"isaidwalkingtowardsthe

bedroomsbutheroughlygrabbedmyhandand

broughtmebacktohim.Ourbodiescollided."leave

myhandMrSalvatore"isaidangrily."orelsewhat?,

didn'tiaskyoutohavedinnerwithme.Didn'tyou

agree?Ormaybeyouweredrunkagain.Theleast

youcouldhavedoneisgivemeacallandletme

knowyouwon'tbeabletomakeit.I'vebeensitting

hereforthepast2hours"heshouted.Ihadmyeyes

closed,remindedmeofthetimewhenNinadied."i

hadanexamtoworryabout,ihavenotimeforyou

nonseseMrSalvatore"isaidopeningmyeyes."alli

everwantedwastospendyourbirthdaywith

you...youknowwhat?.You'renotevenworthmy

energy"hesaidthenletgoofmyhand.Hewalked

towardsthegarage,iguessedhewasgoingtosome

clubtogethimselfdrunkandcomebacktotellme

howsorryhewas.Thesameoldshithappenedover



andoveragain.

.

Iwenttobedaftertakingaquickshower."how

darehesaysI'mnotworthit"iaskedmyselfangrily.

Anywaysiwenttosleep,iwaswokenupbymy

phonevibratingunderneathmypillow.Itwasa

messagenotification.Iopeneditandicouldn't

believemyeyes,"howcouldhedothistome?"I

askedmyselfastearsstartedstreamingdownmy

face.Icriedmylungsout.Stayedawakeallnight,

thefirstthingididwasgotohisroomandpackhis

clothesintosuitcases.Iwaitedforhimtoreturn

back.Hisbagswerealreadybythedoor."whatisit

withmybagsbythedoor?"Heasked,iwasinthe

kitchenpreparingforbreakfast.Lorenzo,Maiaand

Miraclewerewatchingtelevision."Gugu,couldyou

pleasetakethekidstotheirplayroom.Ineedto

speaktotheirfatherhere"isaidcomingtothe

kitchenwithaknifeinmyhand.Gugudid,"what's

going,whateveritisjustfixitI'mgoingtobed.Ihad

alongday"hesaidyawning."I'msureyoudid,how

washerpussy.Wasittighterorsquashyormaybe



youprefertoowet?"Iaskedwalkingtowardshim."

Whatareyoutalkingabout"heasked,suchalier."

ifyoudon'twanttogobacktosleepfor13months

againyouwon'tdarelietome"isnappedangrily."

whatisthis?,yousleeparoundnow?"Iasked

fumingwhileshowinghimthepicturesofhimand

whoeverthatstupidwomenwas.Allnaked,"

ohh...shedidn't."Hesaidangrilytakingthephone

fromme.Helookedatthepicturesforonelong

time."ifyou'redonelookingatyourpersonalmade

pornpicturespleaselistentomecarefully...here's

what'sgoingtohappen,becauseifeelsokindtoday.

You'rejustgoingtotakeyourbagsandleavemy

house.Onanyothergivendayiwouldhavestabbed

you,you'resuchapig.It'sagoodthingthatidon't

loveyouanymore.Justleavemyhouse"isaidfirmly,

icouldfeelmytearsburningup.Wantingtocome

outstreaming."lookicanexplain"hesaid."you

don'tneedtoexplainanythingtome,iunderstand

everything.Youwerehorneyandshehasafree

pussy.Understood,imeanit'snotfairthatigetto

sleeparoundandcomebackhomesolateandyou

getsexuallystarved.Idon'tblameyou...youcan



comewheneveryouwanttoseeyourkidsandthey

canvisityouwhenevertheywant"isaidlooking

anywherebuthim."soyou'vebeensleepingaround,

answermeCora"hesnapped."yes,I'vebeen

sleepingaround.Satisfied,nowleavemyhouse."i

snappedangrily."thisismyhouseasfarasIam

concerned"hesaid."trustmeyoudon'twanttogo

there,ifIleavethishousethenmykidscomealong.

Doyouwantthat?"Iaskedlookingathimintheeyes.

Heturnedandtookhisbags."andohh,pleasesend

meyouraddress.Iwanttomakesurethatthe

divorcepapersreachyou"iscreamedafterhim.He

didn'tdaretoturnback.Afterheclosedthedoor,i

brokedownandcriedloudly.
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"Shereallydidsendmethedivorcepapers"isaid

clickingmytongueasiputthembackinthe

envelopeafterreadingthem."whatdoesitsay,

doesshewanthalfofyourthings"Papaasked,it's



beenaweeksinceicametolivewithhim."No"i

answeredshortly."shewantsmetojustsignthese

andleaveheratpeace.Itstatesthatshewants

nothingthatbelongstome,she'llvacatethehouse

assoonasshefindsajob"isaidthrowingthemon

thedesk."sowhataregoingtodo"heasked."I'm

goingtogivethewomanwhatshewantsPapa"i

saidputtingmyhandinmypocketsasilooked

outsidethewindow."you'regoingtogiveupjustlike

that?"heaskedstandingupfromhisdeskand

walkingtowardsme."I'mnotgivingup,I'mjust

simplygivingthecrazywomanwhatshewants"i

saidlookingoutthegreengolfcourse."callit

whateveryouwantbutalliseeisaquieteranda

coward,areyoujustgoingtogiveuponyourwife

justlikethat?"Heasked."Dadthatwomanhatesmy

gut,whatelsedoyouexpectfromme.She'sso

bitter,ican'ttakeitanymore.I'veapologizeda

thousandtimesbeforebutstillshewon'tbudge.I

thinkthisisgoingtoworkonbothourfavours"isaid.

"shehatesyou?,she'sbitter?Whatareyoutalking

about.I'veknowthatgirlforyearsnowandidon't

believeawordyousay.Orthethingsyousayshe



did"hesaid."whatareyousaying,areyoucalling

mealie,Dadshelookedmeintheeyeandtoldme

she'ssleepingaround.Icheatedtoosoithinksit's

settlednow"isaid."sheprobablysaidthattoget

backatyou,asfarasiknowmydaughterinlawshe

wouldn'tcheatonyouoranyoneforthatmatter.

Thatwomanlovesyouandyou'reafooltonothave

seenthat,shelovesyoumorethananythinginthis

worldandhereyouarecallingherbitterandloseand

allthatshit.Doyouknowwhatshe'sbeenthrough,

shelostachildforgoodnesssake.Shehassuffered

enou---"waitwhatdoyoumeanshelostachild?"I

askedcuttinghimfromthesnappinghewastapping

into."iwasn'tsupposedtosaythat"hesaidthen

pouredhimselfaglassofwhisky."no,tellme.What

doypumeanshelostachild?"Iaskedholdinghis

arm."...shewascarryingtriplets,youwereso

thrilledtobecomeafatheragain,irememberthe

nightyouannouncedthenews.Itwasherbirthday,

youweresohappy."Hesaidseemingsolostinhis

thoughts."andthenonemonthshegotkidnapped,

shewassevenmonthspregnantbackthen,you

wereonthephonewhenTheDontookher.Justa



fewminutesawayfromyourhouse,youwouldn't

sleepsearchingforher.Yousearchedforheruntil

youfoundherbutunfortunatelyyougotshotandfell

downthebuildingandlostypumemory.Sheonthe

otherhandbleedandwassenttothetheaterbut

unfortunatelyitwastoolate.Youlostachild,ason.

ShenamedhimMicealMnqobiwethuSalvatore.She

buriedhimunbelievingly,shegrievedandmourned

hisdeathallalone.Thedrugstheyusedtoknockher

outwithkilledyourSon,notjustthatMiracle

becameamute.Thedrugseffectedthepartofher

brainresponsibleforspeech.OnlyMaiaisnormal,

shewouldn'teatortalkfordays.Shebacamestrong

forherkidsbutyoucouldseethathewasbreaking.

Youstayedinacomaformonths,ihadgivenupon

youbutshekeptonfaith.One-daythedoctorscalled

ustoswitchoffthemachines,butsheputherfoot

down.Ifitwasn'tforheryouwouldn'tbealive,you

wouldn'tbehere"heexplained,"Soihaveanother

son?"Iaskedunbelievingly,iwasstilltryingto

processeverything."heonlylivedforafewminutes

afterthec-section"hesaid."waitihaveaphoteof

him"hesaidthenwenttoopentheshelf.Hehanded



meaframedphoto."helookedsobeautifully"isaid

tracinghisface.Thenisawmyowntearhittingthe

frame."hehadyoureyes,that'swhatCorausedto

say"hesaidfaintlysmiling."ithinkit'stimeThe

DonDied"isaidangrilywipingawaymytears."wait,

Ithinkypushouldsavehimforthetimewhenyou

remembereverything.

Ifyoukillhimnow,hewon'tfeelyourpain.You

won'tbeangryenough.Keepongoingformemory

therapy,maybeyoushouldgobacktoyourhouse

likeyourtherapistadvised.Findsomereminders,

anything"hesaid."IwanttokillthatmanDad,he

killedmySon"isaidangrilygettingoutofthethe

office."Alonzolistentome,fixthingswithyourwife

first.Iknowyoudidtryharder,mysonwouldn't

havegivenupsoeasily.Youwerejusttoeagerto

quit.Getyourwifebackfirst"Dadsaidbehindme.I

gotintomycaranddroveoutinfullspeed.

.

Cora'spov

.



ineedanangeltosavememyself.

Holdingmysaviourtokeepmyheartupontheshelf.

Doyourememberthethingswehadsaid

Thethingswehadfelt.

Callingforever,foreverypassingmomentleft.

Ineedanangel,tosavemefrommyfate

Tolettheskiesalongtheway.

.

Ineedanangeltosavemefrommymyself

Holdingmysaviortomyheartupontheshelf

Doyourememberthethingswehadsaid

Thethingswehadfelt.

Ineedanangeltosavemefrommyfate.

Ineedanangeltolettheskiesalongtheway.

Ineedanangel

"ididn'tjustwakeupsobitter,you'remyonly

witnesstothat.Ididn'tjustwakeupinthisshield.It



tooktimetobuildit,iwasn'talwayssomean.I

wasn'talwayssosad,thingskeptonhappeningto

me.Thingskeptongoingonandoninmylife.No

oneunderstands,noonethose.They'vealljust

walkedoutonme.Decidedthey'retootiredtodeal

withme,amisupposedtoalwaysactsostrong.Am

isupposedtobesounderstandingandforgiving?.

Everydayiaskmyself,Coraareyousomuchofa

sinnerthatsomuchtragedyhasoccuredintoyour

life.Ialsogettired,I'mtiredofpeoplewalkingall

overme.I'mtiredofhavingtoacceptthingsasthey

comeandI'mtiredofbeingexpectedtomoveonlike

nothinghappened.I'mtiredofbeingstrong,ialso

wanttobeweakandcry.Doyouknowhowlongi

waitedforhimtoreturn?29monthsandthen

another.He'snotback,ohhCoratrytounderstand,

stupidCoraissupposedtounderstand."isaid

talkingtomypsychiatric,it'sbeenaweeksincei

kickedhimoutofthehouse.ItwasMrTRSoKhulu,

theoneSalvatoreandiwenttoforthefirsttime

together.

"whoarethey,whatdoyoumeanbythey.Whodo



youfeelwantstotoacceptthingsastheycome

Cora?"Heaskedwrittingdown."everybodyaround

me,myfriends.Myfamily,everybody.Mymoms

keeps'sayingyouhavetomakepeacewiththings

mychild'likehell.Sheisn'ttheonewhogotrapedat

13,shewasn'ttheonetoloseakids,shewasn'tthe

onetotakeabathinfrontofmanwhilepregnant.

Shewasn'ttheonewhosawdeadbodiesallaround

herasiftheywerefallingfromheaven.Shewasn't

theonewhoalmostlostahusband.Shewasnotthe

onewhohadtojugglebetweenbeingamotherof

three,lookafterherhusband'sbusinessesandstill

strivetogetherdegree.She'sdefinitelynottheone

forgottenabout.AndAmanda,ohhmyfriend.She

wouldn'thaveservivedadayifshehadtowalka

mileinmyshoes.She'snottheonewhowasall

alone,theyalldon'tknowwhatit'sliketobe

emotionallyabondoned.'makepeacechild,Cora

forgive.CorathisCorathat"italkedwhileichuckled

thereandthere."Haveyoutoldyourhusbandand

Miceal?"Heasked."NoandI'mnotplanningto"i

answeredshortly.""andwhyisthat?"Heasked."

becauseiknow,iknowforafactthatifhewantedto



findoutsomethinghewould'vedonesoalready.He

justdoesn'twanttoknow.Ithinkhe'sscaredofwhat

hemightfindifhelooksbackintothepast.Hejust

wantstomoveonwithafreeconsciousandI'm

expectedtodothesame.Iamnottheonewholost

theirmemory,ihaven'tforgottenanything.I

remembereverythingasitis,everysingledetailofit

isinscribedonmybrain.Iseethingsclearlyasifthry

happenedYesterday.IremembereverytearI'veshed,

maybeI'mbitter.MaybeI'veturnedbitter,sowhat?"I

askedangrily."whatdoyoumeanby'hejust

doesn'twanttofindout'whatdoyoumeanhecould

ifhewantedto?"Heasked.Beforemetherewereso

manywoman.Anapproximateof30buttherewas

thisonespecialone.KylieSmith,shediedinacar

accident.Hewascrazyinlovewithhim,hisfirstlove.

Anywaysafterherdeathhekepthisheartlocked

awa,heusedtodatewomanlikearobot.No

emotionsattached,untilhemetme.Wefellinlove

butnowthathedoesn'trememberithinkhe's

scaredtofindout.He'sscaredthathemightactually

loveme.Whenwehaveaconversationit'salways

onthesurface,itnevergetsdeep.Heneveraskme



somethingseriousoreitherhe'sworkingandI'm

studying."isaidthenshruggedmyshoulders."

that'sitfortheday,willseeyoutomorrow.Same

time"shesaid.Itwas5pm,idrovehome.Iwantedto

tryandfindmyselfagain,iwassearchingforCora

thatilostalongtheroad.Iwasgoingtotryaddo

everythingicould.Idrovehomebutthefirstthingi

sawwassalvatore'scarinfrontofmyhouse.I

haven'tseenhimindays,myspiritjustsank.I

parkedinsidethegaragethentookthestairsupto

thefirstfloor.Therewasalotofnoiseinsidethe

house,ifoundhisandLorenzoandthetwinswho

weresittingonhislapsplayingavideosgame."

that'snotfairDad"Lorenzoscreamedtryingtoget

holdofhisremotecontrol."Dada...Mama,mama"

Maiascreamedclappingherhands,jumpingupand

downonthecouch.Miracledidn'twastehertime,

sherantomefirst.GuguandPetunia,iheardthen

talkinthekitchen."hey,didyouguysmissmeso

much?"IaskedpickingMiracleup,theMaiacame

crying."Memommy"Shekeptonsaying.Ipicked

heruptoo."Hi?"Salvatoresaidasiwalkedwiththe

twinsinmyarms."Hi"isaidback."mom,idrewa



picturetoday"Lorenzosaidgettingoffthecouch

andfollowingme."youdid?,whatdidyoudrawthis

time.Goandtakeitthencomeandshowme"isaid

smilingatlorenzowhorushedtohisroomupstairs

whileitookthestairsuptothethegirlsroom."you

guyshaven'tbathedyet,ibetyouhaven'tevenhad

dinnerandyourbedtimeiswithinthenexthour"i

saidputtingthemonthebed.Iransomewarm

waterforthem."momlookwhatidrew"Lorenzo

screamedrunninginsidetheroom.Hewasfollowed

bySalvatore."heybecarefulnottofall...letmesee"

isaidthentookthepieceofpaperhewascarrying."

it'sYou,Maia,MiracleandDad"hesaid."andour

houseandHowAboutbutyouforgottoaddFishy"i

saidbendingovertohisheight."ithinkit'sa

beautifullypicture"Salvatoresaidfoldinghisarms

whileleaningonthedoorway."...it's,it'sbeautifully.

Youknowwhat,I'llhangitontherefrigerator.And

youmysoldierdeserveaPSbar"isaidthenkissed

hislips."euwmom"heexclaimedwipinghislips,i

couldn'thelpbutlaughandthenifoundSalvatore

staringrightatme.Iclearedmythroatindiscomfort

buthedidn'tdaretolookaway."comeongirls.Let's



takeabath"isaidputtingthemdownonebyone.

.

"therewego"isaidafteriwasdonepreparingthe

twinstogotobed,ihadputthenintheirPJs,gown

andsleepers."GodownstairstoauntP,she'llfeed

youokay?"Isaidandtheybothnodded."comeout

nowLore"isaidtoLorenzowhowasinthe

bathroomtakingashower.Salvatorewasstanding

onthesamepositionwatchingmyeverymove.He

cameoutalldrenched,"youjustknowhowtoturn

peopleintoyourslavesLore,who'sgoingtomopall

thismessyyoucreating?"Iaskedwalkingintothe

bathroom.Itookatowelandwipedhim,

moisturizedhisbodythendressedhimupintohis

PJs,gownandsleepers."goandgetmethemop"i

said.Heranout,isatdownonthecouchandtook

offmyshoe.Myfeethurt."youdothiseveryday?"

Heasked."whenI'mnotbusyyeah"isaidputting

myshoesaside."you'reagoodmotherCora"he

said.Isaidnothingfurthermore.Butatthebackof

mymindiwaslike'iusedtobeagoodwife,agood

friend,agoodgirlfriend,agoodcompanionuntilyou



forgotme'.Lorenzocamebackwiththemop,"Go

andeat,I'malsocoming"isaidtojim."yesmommy

"hesaid.Iwipedthefloorandwashedthebathtub

andshow."areyougoingtofollowmearoundall

nightorareyougoingtosaywhatyouwant?"I

askedhim."there'salotiwanttosayactually,ijust

don'tknowhowtosayit.Whetetostart.Canwe

talk?"Heasked.Isighedandturnedbacktolookat

him."isitaboutthekids?"Iasked."it'sabout

everything,it'saboutus"hesaid."thenthere's

nothingtotalkabout.Allineedfromyouarethose

divorcepaper,unlessit'saboutthekidsthenplease

sparemeyourwords"isaid."whyareyoupushing

meawayCora,allineedisjust5minutesofyour

timetosaywhatitosay"hesaid."SalvatoreI'm

beggingyouwitheverysinglebeinginme,idon't

wanttotalk.Idon'twanttohearit.It'stoolateto

talknow...I'vejuststartedgettingprofessionalhelp.

I'mtryingtofindmyselfagain.Pleasedon'truinthis

forme,ifthere'sanypartofyouthatactualcares

aboutmethenyou'llleavemeinpeace.Goandlive

yourlife,I'mnotgoingtostopyou.I'malsotryingto

findmine.Ibegyoutoleavemealone"ibegged."i



willifyou'ddometwofavours"hesaid."anythingto

makeyougoaway"isaidthensighedheavily."look

meintheeyeandtellyouyoudon'tloveme"hesaid.

Iblinkedafewtimes."I'veneverbeenmuchofa

goodliesoit'spointless"that'sallisaid."canihave

thevideosofthepastyears.Everysingleoneof

them.Ineedthemtojogmymemory"hesaid."

that'sall?"Iaskedandhenodded."okaythen,ihope

wenevertalkaboutthiseveragainandineedthose

divorcepaper.IneedtofilethemASAP"isaid.

.

Sowehaddinnertogether,aconversationwas

sharedaroundthetable.Lorenzokeptonwanting

metoconfirmeverythinghetoldhisDadwhilei

wantedwastogotosleep.Ihadalreadytakena

shower,iwasinmyPJs.HeputLorenzotobedwhile

iputthetwins,"I'dliketogotosleepsoifyou'd

excuseus"isaidtohimaswemetonthecorridor

upstairs."whyaretheseroomalwayslocked?"He

askedreferringtoourroomandMiceal'sroom

whichikeptlocked.I'veneverreallyenteredhis

room."thisisthemainbedroom,mostofyour



thingsandmythingsarestillthere.I'llunlockit

incaseyouneedsomethingandI'mnothere"isaid."

youknowthere'sonehoodthingthatcameoutfrom

yourmemorylose"isaidaswewalkeddownthe

stairs."andwhatmightthatbe?"Heasked."you

forgotthatyoueverforgaveyourmother.That

womanturnedmylifeupsidedown.I'llneverforget

thethingsshedidandsaidtome"isaid."inever

likedthatwomanatall"hesaidthenlaughed."i

wonderhowiforgaveher,maybeiwasdrunk.I

couldn'thavebeensober"hesaidthoughfully."

unfortunatelyyouwereMrSalvatore,ialmostDied

forthatwoman.Youwould'veprobablykilledthe

bothofusifyouweredrunk"isaidchucklingabit."

Whatdoyoumean?"Heasked."GoodnightMr

Salvatore,ihavealongdaytomorrow"isaid

openingthedoor."I'mnotgivinguponusCora"he

saidbeforeheleft.Whathedidn'tunderstandwas

thattherewasnous,maybeweweretoobrokento

betogether.I'vecometotheconclusionthathim

andiwerenevermeanttobe..."justrelaxCora,you

candothis"isaidtomyselfasilookedatmymirror

image.Itwasmyfirstnightoftrytosleepsober.I



playednicepianobeatsonmyphoneandputonmy

headset.Istayedawakeforhours.Imeanfro9to

1am,thatwashorrible.Butitwasmyfirststep,to

findingmyself.

.

Salvatore'spov

.

Flashback

.

Hesmiledatmeandismiledback,"whatareyou

staringat"heaskedthenflippedmeontopofhim."

whatareyoudoing?"Iaskedgigglingloudly."good

morningmyheartbeat"hesaidsoserious,looking

Intomyeyes.Hishandonmybareass,grabbingit

tightly.Hewasinhisunderwearonlyandiwas

wearinghisshirtandmyblackG-string."hi"isaid

runningmyfingersthroughhismessyher.Ithen

kissedhislipsslightly,"ithinkI'minlovewithyou"i

saidsmiling."youthink?"Heaskedchuckling."

saying'ithink'doesn'tmakeitseemsodeep.SoI'll

optforthat"isaid."Whatscaresyou?"Heasked



tuckingmyhairbehindmyear."Lovingyoutoo

muchonlyformetoloseyou"isaidsolemnly."

you'renevergoingtoloseme,you'remyheart.Ifaa

containerlosesaheartthenit'llsurelydieandsois

theheart"hesaid."that'ssomedeepshitright

there"isaidfrowning."theniguessicanfeelfree

tosayI'MINLOVEWITHYOUAJSALVATORE.ilove

you"iscreamed."areyoutryingtodefeanme?"He

askedunbelievingly."ifeltlikescreaming,tellingthe

wholeworld"isaidsmiling."I'minlovewithyou

insanegirl"hesaidsmiling."andI'mnevergoingto

letyougo,you'restuckwithme"hesaidsqueezing

mybuttevenmiretighter.Icouldfeelhisbulge

pokingmytummy."evenifwefalloutoflove?"I

asked."evenifwefalloutoflove.I'mneverletting

yougo"hesaid.Letmerecordthisone.Iwantyouto

rememberyourownwords.saythatagain"Isaid

takingmyphoneunderthepillow."Evenifwefall

outof....

.

Flashends

.



IwasbroughtbacktoearthbyRobinson'sknocking

onmywindow."MrsSalvatorewe'rehere"hesaid,

wewereparkedatthegatesoftheuniversity."oh

sorry"isaidthentookmybags.Iaskedhimtodrive

mebecauseiwastootiredtodrive,afterstaying

awaketillmorning."I'llcallyoutocomeandfetch

me,waitformycallaround3pm"isaid."yesma'am

"hesaid.

[6/3,19:16]Lynne:Page91

Cora'spov

.

It'sbeen2monthsorthreesinceistartedtherapy.

Seekingprofessionalhelpwasareallygreatidea,

eventhoughitwasalittlebitexpensive.Salvatore

stoppedpesteringmeforatleastonemonthbut

thenhegotbacktohisoldapologisingself,wanting

totalkandallthat.Sotherehewasstaringatme

acrossthetable,iwasinthelibraryathome.

Revisingforthenextday'sexam,"idon'tlistento

thatkindofmusicanymore"isaidangrily."that's

whyI'mtakingyouonadatesothatwecantalk



aboutthekindifmusicyounowlistento,your

favouritedishes,whatyoudoonyoursparetime"he

counted,itwasaround22pmandhewasstillthere.

Everyonewasasleep,heseemedtobeenjoyingmy

anger.Helikedirritatingme.Oneofthosedayshe

justlaughed,nevertookanythingisayseriously."

justthreedates,that'sallI'maskingfor"hesaid,

sittinginaslumpyposition."Can'tyouseethatI'm

tryingtostudyhereandwhatisitwiththisyourthree

datesrule?"Iaskedfrowningandfoldingmyarms."

thefirstdateisforustogettoknoweachother,the

introduction.Theseconddate,takethatasthe

body.Thethirddate,istheconclusion.Timeforthe

decision"hesaid."haveyoualwaysbeenthisstupid

andannoying.Can'tyoureadbetweenthelines?,

can'tyouseethatiwantnothingtodowithyou?.

ReadmylipsMrSalvatore'No,I'mnotgoing

anywherewithyou'gotthat?"Iaskedfirmly."No

womanhaseverdaredtocallmestupidexceptfor

mygrandmother.Haveyoualwaysbeenthisuptight

MrsSalvatore?"Heaskedchuckling."what'sfunny?,

ididn'tcatchthejoke"isaidsaidfakingasmile."

Sarcasmdoesn'tsuityoumyWife,I'llcomeandpick



youuparound6pm.Beready"hesaid."heybuti

haven'tagreedyet"iexclaimedasheleftbuthe

didn'tdaretolookback.

.

Soifoundmyselfinsomedowntownrestuarent,i

guessithasalwaysbeenhisstyletobookthewhole

restuarent.Ilookedathimacrossthesmalldining

table,thenlookeddownatmyfood."ain'tyougoing

toeat,you'vebeensmashingyoufoodforthepast

10minutes.What'swrong?"Heasked.Puttinghis

forkdownandwipinghislipsusingthetablewhite

cloth."it'snothing...I'mtired,ijustwanttogohome.

Myexaminationwasn'tsoeasy.Whatifigetbelow

80,itwassohorrible"isaidthensighed."Youarea

smartwoman,I'msureitwasn'tsobad.Pleaseeat

something,youhaven'teatenalldaylong"hesaid.

"youwon'tunderstand,I'veworkedsohardforthis

dream.Whatififail"isaidabruptlystandingup.I

wentovertothewindow,lookingoutsideatthecity

lights.Iwaswearingashapeburgundysatinwrap

dress,whichwasjustabovemyknees.Aftersucha

longtimeiwaswearingmymakeupandsixinch



heelsandmyPeruvianweave."you'rerightidon't

understandbutgettingfrustratedaboutitwon't

changeathing."Hesaidholdingmywaist,hewas

standingbehindme.Itookadeepbreath,tryingto

calmmynerves."howmanytimesshouldItellyou

nottoholdmywaist"isaid."why?,isitbecausei

havethisholdoveryou,bacauseyourheartstarts

racingwheneverIholdyourwaistortouchyou?"He

askedasked."Salvatoreplease"isoftlysaidtrying

tomovefowardbuthepulledmebacktohim."

shhh"hewhisperedintomyear,hestartedkissing

myneckandigavehimfullaccesstoit.Everything

feltsogood,everysexualsensitivitepartofmybody

startedtorespondtohistouch.Iremovedthelace

ofmydressoffmyshoulderandplantedakissthere.

Iwasn'twearinganybra,thenextthingiknewmy

dresswashangingonmywaistandhewas

caressingmybreasts.Allovertomywaist,whick

madememoan."youhavesuchabeautifulbody,

whydoyoualwayshideitunderthoseugly

sweaters"heasked.Icouldn'trespond,iwaslostin

thefeelingofecstasy.Until,welluntilhesaid"ilove

youCora"hesaidsaidsoftlyagainstmyearbutit



soundedsoloud."Stop,stopit"isnappedturning

aroundtofacehim.Ifixedmydress,"what's

wrong?"Heaskedfrowning."pleasejusttakeme

home,ishouldn'thavecomehere"isaidwalking

overtothetabletotakemypurse."thiswassucha

badidea,ishouldn'thavecomehere.Pleasetakeme

home"isaidwalkingtowardstheelevator."i

thoughteverythingwasfine,what'swrongwithyou?"

Heaskedfollowingme."youdon'thavetohitthe

buttonssohard,theelevatorwillcomedownandI'll

takeyouhome"hesaidstandingbesideme.The

drivewasfilledwithsilenceandiwaslooking

outsidetheWindow,lostinmyownthought.

.

"ithoughtitoldyoutotakemehome,whatarewe

doinghere"iaskedasheparkedunderHotel

Paradisè."therearesomethingsineedtopickfrom

mypenthouse.Youmightwanttocomewithme

becauseI'lltakelong"hesaidashewasgettingoff

thecar."Areyouforreally...yougottabekiddingme

"isaidunbelievinglyasigotoutofthecar.He

lockedhisasifollowedhim."howlongisthisgoing



totake?,idon'tunderstandthis.It'snotlikeyou'dbe

pickingupbricks"isaidsaidasiwalkedin.Hewas

behindme,ihaven'tbeenthereforagesbutthe

placestilllookedthesame.EXPENSIVE,"whatare

youdoing?"Iaskedasiturnedaroundandfound

himlockingthedoor."I'msorryihadtodothisbut

I'veranoutofpatience"hesaid,"whatisthis?,are

yougoingtokillme...ohh,don'ttellmeyou'regoing

torapeme"iexclaimedlookingathimashewalked

towardsme."willyoujustshutup"hesnapped,i

gotsturttledabit."canigohomenow?"Iasked

askedaftersometimeofsilence."Youarenot

goinganywhereuntilwetalk"hesaid."Talk,talk

aboutwhat?"Iaskedsighing."aboutMiceal,the

oneyounevertoldmeabout.Aboutthereasonwhy

you'resoangryatme,whyyou'repushingmeaway.

Whydoyoupretendasifyoudon'tlovemeoreven

care.Whyareyoupunishingmeandyourselfalong

theway.Andaboutwhatjusthappenedthere,does

thefactthatiloveyouscareyou?Whyareyou

separatingourfamily?"heaskedallatonceso

angrily."WhotoldyouaboutMiceal?"Iasked

blinkingafewtimes."itdoesn'tmatter,whydon't



youevermentionhisname?.Youkeephisroom

lockedup,why?"Heasked."that'snonofyour

business"isaidsaidwalkingtowardsthedoor.I

triedtoopenit,breakitorwhatever."Stopdoing

that...anddon'ttellmeit'snonofmybusiness

becausehewasmysontoo.Ideservetoknow

abouthim"hesnappedroughlypullingmebackin."

whatareyougoingtohitme?,goaheadandhitme"i

snappedangrily.Heranhisfingerthroughhishair,

hisfaceallred."whyareyoumakingthissodifficult

"hesaidthroughgrittedteeth."Whatdoyouwant

fromme?,whatisitthatyouexactlywantfromme.

Nowyouknowabouthim,gotohisgraveandleave

methehellalone"isnapped."we'regoingtodo

thisyourway,keepquiteallyouwantbutitellyou

this.You'renotleavethisplaceuntilwe'vetalked.

Givemeyourphone"hesaidextendinghishand."i

saidgivemeyoufuckingphonedammit"hesaid

forcefullytakingmypurse.Hetookmyphone,

openeditup,tookoutmysimcardandmemorycard

thenhititonthewall,notjustthat.Hethenpicked

itupandputitinthehugefishtank.Iwaslookingat

him,gagging."whataboutmykids?"Iasked."the



dayyourefraisethatquestionto'our'kids.I'llgive

youananswertoit."Hesaidthenwalkedtowards

thebar,"thisiskidnapping,I'msogoingtoarrest

youforthis"isaidangrilysittingdownonthecouch."

Goaheadsweetheart"EvenSalvatoreusedtosay

thatwhenwefought.Imeanheusedtosaythat

beforeheforgotme.Ikeptonswitchingpositions

untilIfellasleeponthecouchbutiwokeuponthe

bed.Iwasstillinmydress,hewasstaringatmeasi

wokeup.Hewasstandingoverthebed,"aren'tyou

toobeautifultodroolonyoursleep?"Heasked,i

fastlywipingmylipsbuttherewasnothingthere."

breakfastisonthediningtable,you'llfind

somethingtowearinthebathroom.I'mgoingto

work."waityoucan'tleavemehere,ihaveanexam

toprepareforandmykids...imeanourkidsmust

bemissingme"isaidfollowinghim."you'resucha

fastlearner,it'sourkidsalready.Soareyouwilling

totalk"heaskedfoldinghisarms."there'snothing

totalkabout,whatdoyouwantfrommeSalvatore?"

Iasked."I'vealreadytoldyou,trytorememberand

iwantanswersASAP.Orelseyoumighmissyour

bigexamwhichisscheduledfornextweek"hesaid



thenlookedathiswristwatch."ihavetogo,bye"he

saidthenslightlykissedmylips."Fuckyou!"I

screamedfrustrated.Itriedtoopenthedoorbutit

waslocked.Screamedforhelpforalmostanhour

butnoonecametomyrescue.Iwenttothe

bathroom,"isheforreally?"Iaskedunbelievingly.

ThesupposedlyclotheshesaidI'dfindinthe

bathroomwasjusthiswhitebigplaint-shirtandit

smelledlikehim.Thentherewasasinglewhiteugly

lookingunderwear.Iwenttothewadrobeinhopes

offindingsomeofmyclotheswhichiknewileft

therebuttherewasabsolutelynothingexceptfor

threeofhissuits,shoesandboxersandthewhite

hotelgown.Itookoffmyweave,brushedmyteeth

usinghistoothbrush.Ithentookashower,ithought

ofcheckingtheroomservicetelephonesbutthey

weren'tthere.Soistuffedmyfacewithfood.

Watchedtvtillifellasleep.Ihadonlyatowel

wrappedaroundmybody.

.

Salvatore'spov

.



Iunlockedthedoor,thetimewas5pm.TheFirst

thingisawwasmytornedapartsuits,shoesand

boxersontheground.Ithensawhersittinglikea

Zombieinfrontofthetelevision."Youaresucha

hardheadedyoungwoman.Whathappenedtomy

suits"iaskedchuckling,shejustgavemeadead

stare.Theninoticedthatshewasn'twearingthet-

shirt."igotusamovietowatchandfood"isaid

raisinguptheplasticbagsafterlockingthedoorand

puttingthekeysinmypocket."waitI'llgoandtakea

showerandthenwecanwatchittogether"isaid,i

puttheplasticsonthetableandthenwentandtook

ashower.Icamebaclwithtowelwrappedaround

mywaist.Iputontheflashdriveofourvideos."We

hadsuchabeautifullytimetogether,canyou

believethatafterwatchingthisvideosomeofthe

thingsarecomingbacktome.Slowlybutsurely"i

said,shelookedatmefrowning."youmustbe

thinkingthatI'mlying,ummhirememberthetime

whenwefirstmetCora"isaid."isitwritten'FOOL'

onmyforehead?,doyouthinkyoucouldjustlieand

I'dbelieveyou.Ofcourseyourememberbecausei

explainedeverythingonnationaltelevision.Please



sparemeyourliesanddeceit"shesaidangrily."

ohh,you'retalkingaboutthatvideo,ofcourseidid

watchthattoo.Buttherewasnopartwhereyousaid

yousaidyouwrotemeanotethatsaid"YOU'REA

GOODMANMRSALVATOREBUTDON'TTRYAND

LOOKFORMEBECAUSEYOUWON'TFINDME"i

said,sheblinkedafewtimes."that'sutter

nonsense,I'mnotgoingtodothiswithyou"shesaid

tryingtostandupbutipulledherbackdown."Sit

yourfatassdownMrsSalvatore"isaidfirmly.She

gagged,"nowI'mgoingtopressplayandwe're

goingtowatchthesevideostogether"isaidholding

herarm."idon'twanttowatchthis,idon'twantto.

Pleasejustletmegohome"shescreamed."Shhhh,

areyoutryingtodeafenme.Keepyourvoicedown.

Areyouhungry,I'llgetyouyourtakeaway,it'sstill

warm"isaidstandingup.Shepushedthetake

awaythatthefoodspilledallaroundthecoffetable.

"iguessyou'renotthatmuchhungry.I'lleat"isaod

sittingdown."wheredoyouthinkyou'regoingto?"I

askedasshetriedtostanduponceagain."ihate

youSalvatore,ihateyoumorethananythinginthis

world.Iwishinevermetyou"shesaidastears



formedinhereyes.Herwordsgottomebutikept

onmyact."I'msureyou'vesaidthatathousand

timesbefore,justtalkandthenyoucangohome"i

saidbutshesetquietly.Italkedwhilesheleptquite,

thevideosweretoomany."okayit'stimeforbed,

comelet'sgotosleep"isaid."comeon,oryou

wantmetocarryyoutobed?"Iasked.Shestoodup

andleadtheway."I'mgoingtosleeponthecouch"

shesaid."therearenospareblanketsasyou've

seenthewardrobeisempty.We'regoingtoshare

thebedandcoversandohhthehitterisdeadand

it'scold"isaidgettingundercovers."bytheway,it

wasverystupidofyoutotearupmyboxersnowI'm

forcedtosleepnaked."isaiddropingthetowelon

thefloor.Shelookedaway.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,

igotundercovers,shesetontheedgeofthebed."

GoodnightStrangelady"isaidswitchingoffmyside

ofthelamp.

.

Around12pm,iheardcries.Iswitchedonthelamp

anditswashercrying.Wrappedinaballway,

shiveringabit."whatisit,can'tapersonsleepin



peacearoundhere"iaskedfrustrated."whyareyou

cryingCora?"Iasked..."iwanttogohome,it'scold

andI'mhungry"shesaidinatinyvoice."willyoujust

cometobed,idon'tbite"isaid,sheslowlystoodup

andslowly.Imeanslowlywalkedtotheotherbed

side.Shegotundercoverswiththetowelstill

wrappedaroundherbody.Shepulledupthecovers

andturnedawayfromme."itoldyouidonotbite

didn'ti?"Iaskedgettingclosertoher.Iputmyarm

aroundher.Icouldfeelherheartracing,body

alarmedandrestless.Sheonlygottorelaxwhenshe

fellasleep.

[6/3,19:16]Lynne:Continuing
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"goodmorning"igreetedherasifoundherinthe

bathroom.Itseemedlikeshehadjusttakenabath.

Shewaswearingmyt-shirtatlast,shewasweirdly

standinginfrontofthemirror,doingnothingbut

lookingathermirrorimage.Irantheshower,"do

youknowwhatiseewheneverilookintothe



mirror?"Sheaskedaskedwithoutevengreetingme

back."Akiller"sheaddedbeforeicouldask.She

thenwalkedoutofthebathroomandifollowedher.

"whywouldyoucallyourselfakiller?"Iasked."

keepingmehereisnotgoingto,it'snotworkingfor

me.Ineedtospeakwithmypsychiatrist"shesaid

pressingtheremotecontrolandthecurtainsdrew

open.Shewentandstoodoverthebalconydoor

whichwaslocked."ijustaskedyouaquestionCora

"isaid."ifyou'regoingtokeepmehereforGod

knowshowlongwillyouatleastgetmefoodand

clothes?"Sheasked,glancedatmethenback

outsidetheglassdoor."itakeitthatyouarenot

goingtoanswerme"isaidsighingandtheniwent

andtookashower.

.

"youdidblamemeforNina'sdeath,soI'mstanding

herewonderingifyou'realsoblamingmefor

Miceal'sdeath.Whyhaven'tyoublamedme

yet...actuallytherewon'tbeanyneedforthat

becauseiblamemyself.Ifihadspentonemore

nightattheresidencythenmySonwouldstillbe



alive.Ikilledhim"shesaidstilllookingoutsidethe

glassdoor.Iwaswipingmyhairusingthebathroom

towelwhileihadanotheronewrappedaroundmy

waist"Don'ttalklikethat,youknowthat'snottrue"

isaid,walkedtowardsher.Triedtoembraceherbut

shepushedmeaway."Noletmespeak,ikilledhim.

Ididit,ikilledyourSonsowhyhaven'tyoublamed

meyet?.Whydon'tyoujustleaveme,hatemelikei

hatemyself.Thingswouldbejusteasierthatway"

shesaidlookingatmeintheeye.Herlipswere

quivering,"nowican'tevenlookathispictures.I

can'tfaceanythingthathastodowithhim.Icouldn't

protecthim,icouldn'tsavehim."shesaidthen

chuckled,shewasactingstrange."sowhenyou

standinfrontofme,apologisingiactuallywonder

whatexactlyyou'reapologizingfor...Doyouknow

thatTheDonwantedtoexertrevengeonyou.It'sall

hetalkedaboutwhileheheldmecaptive.Howyou

mercilesslykilledhisfather,fedhimtotheDogs.Do

youknowwhathedidtome,hecalledupallhis

friendsandiwasforcedtotakeabathinfrontof

themwhiletheymadefunnycommentsaboutmy

body.Iwaspregnantatthattimeandnowyou're



actuallywondering.Noinfacteverybodyis

wonderingwhyiwearbiguglysweaters,whyihide

mybody.Notjustthat,oneofhisguystriedtoforce

himselfonmebutTheDonshothim.Heshothim

whilehewasontopofmeandigotsmearedwith

hisblood.Isawalotofpeopledie,I'veneverseenso

manydeadbodiesinmylife.Ihavenightmares

aboutit,eventodayistillhavenightmaresaboutit.

I'mgladI'mnotcrazy,itcouldhavegotworse"she

saidwalkingaroundwhileshakingherheadlikea

madperson.Shethenstoodinfrontofmeandfaintly

smiledwhileshecried."ithoughtilostyouthat

morning,ithoughtyouweredead.Thattooistillsee

inmydreams...byGod'sgraceyousurvivedbut

MicealDiedinstead.Hewasjustsoyoung,barely

9months,hewassotiny.Ididn'tbelievethathewas

reallydead.Ithoughthewasgoingtowakeupand

cry,ididn'tcry.Ibathhim,ithitmewhenhiskasket

wentdowntheground.Icriedwhentheydroveme

home,that'swhenIknewihadlosthim.He'snever

goingtocomebackishe?.Hehadyour,your

beautifulhazelblueeyes.Igrievedallaloneand

wherewereyouSalvatore,wherewereyouwheni



neededyouaround.Whenineededyouthemost,

youcouldn'tkeepyourpromise.Youpromisedthat

you'dalwaysbearound,allthestepoftheway.I

wenttoyourward,beggedyoutocomebacktolife.I

raisedthekidsallonmyown.Lorenzowouldcall

cryingwhileihadtostudy,ihadtobestrongforhim.

Ihadtobestrongforyouandthembutwhowas

strongforme?.Ihadtodealwithyourmother's

insaults,andthenthedoctortoldustoswitchoffthe

machinesbecauseyourconditionwasnotgetting

anybetter.Thatday,ithought,ithoughtiwasgoing

todie.ThatdayiwentbacktoGodwhomIwasso

frustratedat.Iprayedallnighttheniremembered

whatyousaid.That'you'dneverletmego'andiwas

notreadytoloseyou.Notyou,icould'vetolerated

anythingjustnotlosingyou.Iwaitedforyourreturn,i

hadalotofthingstotellyou.Iwantedyoutohold

meinyourarmsforathousandhourswhilewe

talked.Iwantedtocryinyourarms,you'vealways

fixedeverythingsoithoughtyoucouldfixmy

shatteredheart.Driveawaythelonelinessinme."

Shesaid



.

Shehitmechest."butyouneverdid,youcameback

adifferentman.Youforgotme,andallthatwe

share.Icouldn'tbelieveit,andthenagainihadtobe

strongforyou.Thereforyou,youturnedmylife

upsidedown.Youturnedmylifeintoanightmare,

youweretheonewhowassupposedtofix

everything.Fixeverything!,butyoumadethings

worse.Youbrokethings,snappedandgotangryat

mewitheverychanceyougot.Youblamedmefor

yoursituation,okayfineSalvatore.IknowI'mto

blamebutcouldn'tyou'veseenthatI'vebeenthrough

enoughalready.Allieverwantedfromyouwasto

justholdmyhandandaskmeifiwasokay.Just

once,twominutesofyourtime.Thatwould'vemade

adifference,maybetheniwouldn'thaveletyouin.

Letyouseehowgreymyinsideshadturned.You

nevercared,youdon'tcare.Youdon't!,youresented

me.Allyougavemewashate"Shescreamedhitting

meharder."I'msorryiwassoselfish,I'msorryi

hurt.I'msorryihurtyousomuch,butidocare.I

knowididcare.Imightnothaverememberedyouas



mywifebuttomeyouwerethemotherofmykids

andicared.Iwasjustsoangry,ididn'tfeelman

enough.Iknowdidn'tloveyoubutididn'thateyou

either.IcouldneverhateyouCora.Iloveyou---"

Shutup,youlier.Letmefinish"shesnapped

furiously.Imselfwascrying,seeinghercrylikethat

andknowingthatitwasallmyfaultbrokemyheart.

"Andthenyouleftagain,patheticenoughibegged

youtostayed.Ihadhopethatthingsweregetting

betterduringthatweek.Ishould'veknownthatyou

wereplanningtoleave,ihadtofindoutalongwith

everybodyelse.PoorCorahadtobethereforher

kidsagain,doyouknowhowharditwastodealwith

Lorenzo.Angerconsumedhim,hehitkids.Criedin

myarms,ifoundcomfortinalcohol.Afterallit

helpedmegetridofthenoghmares.Yourmemories,

Alcoholmightletyouforgetsomeonestuckinyour

headbutwhensomeone'sstuckinyourheart,it

sucks----"I'msorrythatileftyouallalone,butit

wasn'teasyformetoo.Ihadtoworkhardsothati

couldcomebackhomeandfixthingswithyou.You

knowilovedyoubeforesomeofmymemorycame

back?.I'msosorry,iknowthatnoamountofsorries



aregonnamakethingsrightbutpleasegiveme

Anothershot,giveusanotherchance"isaidholding

herhands."youthinkitwastoughoutthere,you

thinkitwaseasyformeherewithoutyou?You

thoughtthateverydaysingledatwasn'tagoddamn

marathonofmylifewithoutyou?..."sheaskedina

horseylittlevoice.Shethenslideandfellonher

knees

.

"...andthenyoucamebackandcheated,inever

thoughti'dlivetoseethatday.Iwaitedfortwo

wholeyearsnotevenoncehaveithoughtof

cheatingonyou.Butwhenyoureturnedyoucheated,

itdidn'ttakethatmuchdidit.Within3monthsyou

gottired,whataboutmeSalvatore.Theonewho

waitedforyears?,youthinkI'mjustblowingthings

outofproportion.Everyonethinksishouldhave

forgaveyoubynow,iadmitthatI'mlittlebitmessed

up.Afterallthisdamageican'thelpit,Somehowat

thebackofmymindithoughtyou'dunderstand.I

wantedyoutosuffer,iwantyoutoknowhowitfeels

liketobealone.Butiguesswe'redifferentthatwhy



that'snothappeningwithyou.Iwishicouldcould

justforgetyoulikeyouforgotmemaybetheni'dbe

abletoeraseyoufrommyheart.Idon'twanttolove

youanymorebecauseithurts.Idon'twanttolove

anythingoranyoneatallbecausewhenilove,ilove

toohard.Iendupgettinghurt.Youoncedsaidtome

'whenyoulosesomeone,itstayswithyou.Always

remindingyouhoweasyitistogethurt'.Sowhats

thepointoflovingwhenyouknowthatoneday

you'regoingtolose?...youaskedmewhyipretend

asifidon'tcareasifidon'tloveyouanymore?.Well

guesswhat,idon'tknowwhyipretendedforsolong.

Idon'tknowwhyiwastedsomuchtimepretending.

Iguessijustdidn'twanttofeellikethis.Ithurts"she

saidcrying.Ihuggedher,wewerebothonourknees

crying.Thistimesheletmehugherandactually

huggedmeback."I'msorrywelostourchild,iwon't

standhereandpretendasifiknowhowyoufeellike.

Howmuchpainyou'regoingthroughbutialsolost

him.Ilovedhimasmuchasyoudid,iknowI've

messedupbigtime.Youprobablyneverwanttosee

myfaceagain,ican'tfixthiseitherbuttheleasti

coulddoistobehereforyou.IalsoneedyouCora,i



can'tdothisalone.I'msorryicheated.Iwasangry

anddrunkthat'snoexcuse,I'msorryicouldn't

protectyoufromTheDon,I'msorryhecrushedyour

spiritandconfidence.We'lldothistogether,thistoo

shallpass.You'reastrongwomanandiknowyou're

goingtofightthis,togetherwe'reevenstronger.

We'regoingtogetthroughthismyheartbeat.I'm

hereforyouifyouneedanything,justletme

in...shareyourpainwithme,letmecarrysomeofit

foryou"isaidaswecriedineachothersarms."I'm,

I'mscaredthatifiletmyselfbehappyforevenone

momentthattheworldisgonnacomecrushing

downonmeagain.Whatifiletmyselfbehappyand

thensufferagain?,bacausewithmeit'salwayslike

that...itgoeslikeamerrygoround,ialwaysendup

onthesamespot.Sad,ican'tletyouin...it'dbe

betterifwejuststayapart.EventhenI'dstilllove,i

won'tmeanidon'tloveyoubecauseido.Iloveyou

andI'llalwaysdobutican'tletmyselfgethurtagain,

lovingyouhurts"shestuttered,herlipswereshaking.

"it'spartoflifetogethurt,wecan'talwaysbehappy.

Itdoesn'tworklikethatmylove.Iknowyoutendto

runawayfromthethingsthathurtyoubutyoucan't



getridofmethateasily.IknowI'vehurtyouamillion

timesbeforebutifyou'djustgiveusonemore

chance,I'dspendtherestofmylifemakingupforit.

Todayipromiseyou'dnevercrybecauseofme,you

can'tgetridofyourhappinessjustbecauseyou're

afraiditcomesalongwithpain---"shedidthe

unthinkableandkissedmewhileitalked.Ikissed

herback....,"areyousureyouwanttodothis"i

askedasiwasabouttopenetrateintohervalleyof

fireasirememberedshelikedtocallit."takethe

painaway"shewhispered.Withdifficultyi

managedtogetin.Wemadeloveforhours.

.

ihadahabitofmessingup

Stayingoutlateandgettingdrunk

Iletyoudownathousandtimes,brokenpromises

It'slikeiranawayfromyou

Mycarrerwasmyexcuse

Untilisawyou'reabouttodrowninyourowntears

.



Andasyoucriedinmyarms

Youwokeupmyheart

Andisawagainwhatifoundinyou

Causeherheart,herheartwon'tletmeloseher

Nomatterwhatitryijustcan'tsaygoodbyeandlose

her

Whenallthefaultsweresaidanddone

Youweretheretowelcomemehome

Iwasconvictedcauseyourloveneverwavered

Iknowyoulovememorethanme,andyouvowedto

lovethroughanything.

Ineverhadthatkindoflovethatwasforever.

.

Andasyoucriedinmyarms

YouwokeupmyheartAndisawagainwhatifound

inyou

Causeherlove,herlovewon'tletmeloseher

Nomatterhowitryijustcan'tsaygoodbyeand



lose... iplayedthesongasiwaswasdrivingtothe

warehousewhereTheDonwaskept.IleftCora

sleeping,orderedfoodforwhenshewakesup.

SeeingherlikethatwokeuptheKonginmeandi

knewihadtokillTheDonwhommyfriendskept

lockedawayinthewarehousesothaticouldkillhim

myself.ThememoriesIhadwereenoughformeto

makehimwincelikeadoghewas.Hetookawaya

lotfromme,morethanitookfromhim.Itwas

around5pm,ilostcountofhowmanyroundswe

hadbutthatdoesn'tmatter.Whatmattersisthe

passion,sheleftmewantingmoreandmore.I

couldn'tgetenoughandneitherdidshe.

Iparkedinside,Mbutho,Micheal,Rajesh,Tiaxiang

werealreadytherewaitingforme.

"youdon'tknowhowlongI'vebeenwaitingforthis

day"Mbuthosaidasigotoutofthecar."let'sget

started,wherearetheguarddogs?"Iaskedasilead

theway."alreadychainedinside"Tiaxiangsaid."i

wanthimtowatchastheyfeastonhisflash.Atleast

hisfatherwasdeadwhentheyenjoyedthemselves

onhim"isaidthenclickedmytongue.
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"areyoucomfortableenoughnow,doesithurt?"i

askedholdinghisfaceintomyhand.Iwantedto

lookintohiseyesandseehimtormented.Wehad

lightupastoveunderthemetalchairthathewas

nakedlysittingon.Hewastiedonthechair,busy

screamingashisasswasgettingfried."Don'tcry

justyetmate"isaidpattinghischeeksohard.My

guyswerejuststandingonthefarcornerchattingas

ifnothingwasgoingon."I'msuremywifemust

havebeggedyoutolethergo,doyouhaveanyidea

whatyoudid.Youruinedmylife,youdestroyedmy

wife.Youkilledmyson"ishouted."butdon'tworry,

you'llpayforyourmistakes"isaidchucklingabit.A

blackman'sfaceturnedred?Nowthat'shilarious.I

lethimburnandscreamuntilhepassedout,while

hewasunconsciouswecuthisthighs'flashandput

himonthebathtubfilledwithiceandhewokeup

instantlyashisbodyfeltcold.Theiceallturned

bloodred."youtwistedsonofabitch,youwon'tget



awaywiththis.Yourdaywillcome"hescreamedand

cried."willsomebodypleasemakehimshutup"i

saidangrilyandirritated."ithoughtyou'dneverask,

I'mstartingtogetsomeheadachefromallhis

screams"Tiaxiangsaidthenputatapeonhis

mouthandhisloudscreamsandcrieswere

contained.Hewasgroaningandmoaningwhile

tearsstreameddownhissorryface."you'reright

aboutonething,mymotherisreallyabitchanyways

I'mnottheretoday,wecandiscussaboutthatwhen

wemeetinhell...sohere'swhat'sgoingtohappen,

you'regoingtowatchasthosedogsfeastonyour

flash.Asyoucanseeit'snolongerintact.Ithought

i'dbejustalittlebitkindtoyouandgiveyoua

farewellgift.Sinceyou'vebeencomplainingabout

howyourDADgoteatenbythedogsandallthatshit,

ithoughtyoumightwanttoseehowtheyenjoyed

themselvesonhim.Theonlydifferenceisthatwe're

goingtobeusingyourflashtodemonstrate.Ihope

youenjoyourlittlefilmMATE"isaidthenthrewhis

flashtothedogswhocaughtitmidwayandenjoted

themselveswhilehecried."ifyou'redonecrying,

shallwegetbacktobusiness?"Iaskedfiveminutes



later.Thedogswerestillontohisflash."Machetei

thinkit'stimehisfingersgotoffthepalm"isaid."i

wasbeginningtothinkthatimighthavejustwasted

mygasolinecomingallthewayhere"hesaidsmiling.

Wegothimtositonthechairandcuffedhishands

ontopoftable."ithinkiwanttohearhimscream

andbegformercy"isaidtakingthetapeoffhis

mouth.Hewinced,closedhiseyes,"letmegraba

seatandenjoy"isaidsittingdown.Hestarted

screaminglikeawoundeddoghewas.Itdidn'ttake

thatmuchtogethistenfingersoffhispalms."he's

justapussy,whyishescreaminglikealittlegirl?"

Michealaskedthenclickedhistongue."tastethese

andtellmehowtheytastelike.Iwanttoknowifmy

Dogshadawonderfulfeastormaybetheywerejust

toohungry"isaidforcefullyfeedinghimhisfingers

whichhecoughedoutandtheyhitmyshirt."you

fool!,areyougoingtopayforthedryclean?"Iasked

afteripunchedhimintheeye."ihopetomeetyour

Sonandyourbabymamainhell"hesaidafter

spitting,hiseyewasshut,blooddrippingoutofhis

mouth."willsomebodypleasekillthepussyalready.

I'mtiredofseeinghisfrozensmalldickandburnt



outass"Mbuthosaidangrily."whatdidyoujust

say?"Iaskedfrowning."andyourwife,you

should'veseentheterrorinhereyes.Shekepton

beggingmetolethergo,andthoseslapsigaveher.

She'sgoingtorememberthosedaysfortherestof

herlife.Youshould'veseenherscreamandcry,she--

-"shutupdammit"iscreamedangrilystranglinghim.

"No,I'mnotgoingtokillyoulikethis.Where'sthe

grinder"iaskedleavinghimashiseyeswerecoming

outallredandhistonguewascomingoutaswell."

areyousureyouwantthegrinder"Rajeshasked

lookingatmelikeiwasgoingcrazyorsomething."

getmethedamngrinderandstopaskingme

questions.Youhavenocluewhatmywifeisgoing

through,hebrokemywifeandhe'sgoingtobe

broken.Imeanliterally."isaidangrily.

.

"STOP,ithinkhe'sdead.He'sdead,youcanstop

now"Michealsaidholdingmeback.Ihadcutoffhis

legsandarms.IputdownthegrinderandRajesh

disconnectedit."he'sdeadKong"heconfirmed



aftercheckinghispulse.Itookoutmygunandshot

himtwiceonthehead."where'sthemetaldustbin,i

wanthimburned"isaidtakingmyhandkerchiefand

wipingawaythebloodonmyface.Iwascoveredin

hisblood.Allthatwasleftofhimweburnedalong

withmyclothes,iwasleftinmyboxersonly.Idrove

home,itwasaround21pm.Dadwasinbadalready,

itookalongwarmshower.Moisturizedmybodyand

woremycolognethenworemytracksuitsand

sneakers.Idrovetomypenthouse.

.

"Hi"igotsturttledbythevoiceasiswitchedonthe

lightsinthebedroom.ItwasCora,iwassuprisedto

findherstillthere.Ithoughtshe'dgonebackhome

orsomethingsincethedoorwasunlocked."You

arestillhere?"Iaskedwalkingtowardsthebalcony,i

unlockedthedoorandgotout."Ohh,youwantme

toleave?"Sheaskedsoundingkindofdisappointed.

"No,that'snotwhatimeant.Ijustthoughtyou'dbe

gonewhenireturnsincethedoorwasunlocked"i

saidsaidwalkingbackinside.Shewaswearingmyt-

shirt.Shegotoutofthebedandnetmehalfway,"if



youwantmetogothenit'sfine,I'llleave"shesaid

lookingdown.Iraisedherheadupbyherchin,"

Don'tbelikethat"isaidthenkissedherforehead."

haveyoueaten?"IaskedlookingIntohereyes.She

lookeddownandcamebackwithmyhand,"what,

whathappenedtoyourhand?"Sheaskedsounding

soworried."it'snothing,I'mfine.Letmeorder

pizzaandaskRobisontobringyouclothes"isaid

takingmyphoneoutofmypocket.Ididthatand

wenttostandonthebalcony,"Areyouokay?"She

askedstandingbesideme."Whatdoyoumean?,i

toldyouI'mfine"isaidsoftly."Notjustthat,after

everythingthathashappened.Areyouokay,inever

askedandI'vebeenthinking...thismustalsohavea

tollonyou,itmightnotbethesamebutyoumustbe

goingthroughsomething.Youmustbedealingwith

yourownpersonaldemonshenceI'maskingyouif

you'reokay.Ifyouwanttotalk,I'mhereforyou"she

saidfiggitatingwithherfingers,shekeptonstealing

glancesatmelikeakid."I'mgood,thanksfor

asking"isaidlookinganywherebuther."ohokay,

I'mgoingtowatchtelevision.Ifyoucouldcall

Robinsonagain,tellhimtotellpetuniatogetmemy



toiletriesandtracksuitsalongwithmyapai---"i

killedhim"isaidcuttingheroff."what?"Sheasked

walkingbacktothebalcony."ikilledTheDon,cut

himintopeaces"isaidturningaroundtofaceher."..i

thoughtthatafterkillinghimI'dfindsomesenseof

peaceandclosurebutallifeelisangerandmore

anger.Youshould'veseenhissmilingface"isaid."

changetakestimetoshowcase,sothat'showyour

handturnedred?"Sheaskedaskedholdingmyhand

intohertinyhands."Maybeweshouldbothseea

psychiatristandpourourheartsout.Itworkedthe

lasttimewedidittogether.Justacoupleofweeks

isallweneed"shesaidlookingmeintheeyes."i

don'tknow,I'llhavetothinkaboutit"isaidthen

sighed..."sothatsonofthedevilisdead?"She

askedandinodded."ihopeheburnsandhisskin

washesoffinthelavaofhell"shesaidthoughtfully

angry."ithinkyoulookbeautifulwhenyou're

furious"isaidsaidholdingherwaist."flirtingwon't

getyouanywhere.Ithasbeensolongsinceyou

calledmefatass,iwasunattractivenotsolongago

"shesaid,"iwasstupid,letbygonesbebygones.

Butit'safactthatyourassisbig"isaidsaidsmiling.



"Fuckyou"shesaidhittingmychestwhilesmiling,

ikissedherwhilegettingmyhandsunderthet-shirt.

Sheheldmyhandsinplace,"I'vebeenthinking"she

saidlookingupatmewithapologeticeyes."seems

likesomeonehasbeendoingalotofthinkinglately"

isaidaftersighing.

.

'

"Maybeweshouldtakethingsslowly,I'mstill

workingonmyselfanditseemslikeyouneedthat

too.It'dbebetterifweletourselveshealfirstbefore

wepickupwhereweleftoff,wecanbethereforone

another.Butwecan't...youknowwhatimean,right

nowijustneedtogetbetter.Ihopeyou

understand?"Shesaidafterslowlyexplaining,"sure,

ifthat'swhatyouwant"isaid."No,don'tdothat.I

wanttokbowwhatyouthink.Whatdoyouwant

Joaquin?"Sheaskedlookingallshadesofguilty."

whatevermakesyouhappyCora,ifyouthinkthat

thisisthebestthingforthebothofusthenit'sfine

byme.Wewilldothistogether"isaid,shesighedin

relief."thankyou"shesaidsmiling."atleastallow



metokissyouwhileatthis,andhowlongisthis

goingtotake?"Iaskedsqueezingherass."What?,

Alonzocan'tgetenoughofCora'sass"isaid,"you

remember?"Sheaskedaskedfrowning."our

signature?.Yes.Igotholdofallthewristwatchsyou

boughtme,iwentintoourroomandsome

memoriescamebackalittle.I'mhalfthereilmio

cureobatte"isaid,shesmiledbutthenstartedto

cry."Iloveyou"shesaidsmilingandcryingallat

once."iloveyou"isaidthenkissedheralloverthe

face."butthere'sonethingthathasn'tbeencleared

yet"isaidwipinghertearswithmythumbs."what?"

Sheaskedfrowning."haveyouforgivenmeyet?"I

askedseriously.Shelookeddownandthenbackup.

"iwouldn'thaveallowedyoutomakelovetomeifi

hadn'tforgivenyou."Shesaid."youwanttohearit

don'tyou?"Shesaidchucklingwhileshakingher

head."iforgiveyou"shesaid."buti'dalsoliketo

apologiseforkeepingMi-,oursonasecret.Andfor

lashingoutonyouwheneveryouwantedtotalkand

forpurposefullymakingyouwaitonmybirthdayand

for...forgettingcrippled"shesaidsaidthenlooked

down."allwhatyoumentionedaboveisjustified,



there'snoneedtoapologise.ThoughImustsay

you'reahardwomantodealwithwhenyou're

frustrated"isaid,shegiggleabit.Thepizzagot

delivered.Wewentinandhaditwhilewewatched

outvideos.Wewerewatchingtheonewhereallthe

friendsweregathered,doingkaraoke.

.

Wewerelaughing,welliwaslaughingmyassout

andshewaslaughingthereandthere.Butshe

suddenlykeptquite."heyWhat'swrong?"Iasked

holdingherhandwewerecoveredinablanket,

infrontofthecouch."Nothing,I'mjustsleepy"she

liedthroughherteeth.Icouldtellshewaslying...."

wehadsexwithoutusingacondom...Yousleptwith

anotherwomanmonthsback.Icouldcatchdisease

andthelastthingIwantistofallpregnantagain.

Howcouldihavebeensostupid"shesaid,

seeminglyfrustratedwithherself."weused

protection...sheandi"isaidthenclearedmythroat.

"we'llgettestedforeverypossiblesexually

transmitteddiseaseifthat'swhatyouwant"isaid."

ifyouusedacondomit'sgood,therewon'tbeany



needforthat.IjustneedmorningafterpillASAP.

Everythingisgoingtobeokay"shesaid,calming

herselfdown."itwouldn'tbesobadifyoufell

pregnantthough"isaid,shegavemeadeadstare."

iwasjustkidding,pleasedon'tkillme"isaidraising

myhandsup."wellit'snotfunny"sheangrilysaid."

I'matthevergeofstartingmycareer,thegirlsand

Lorenzoarestillsoyoung...pleasedon'tevermakea

jokelikethat,youdon'twanttodealwithmewhen

I'mpregnant."Shesaidthentriedtostandup."Hey,

I'msorry.Comebackhere,iwasjustkidding"isaid

pullingherbackdown,"stopit"shesaidlaughing

asistartedticklingher."wejustgotbacktogether,

weshouldbelaughingandsmilingnotwhatyou're

doingrightnow"isaid.

.

Cora'spov

.

Robinsondroppedmystaffaround5am,hehadto

gobackhomeandtakeLorenzotoschool.Itooka

quickshower,dressedupandSalvatoredrovemeto



school.Wepassedatthepharmacyandbought

morningafterpillswhichitookimmediately.When

myclasseswereover,ifoundhimwaitingbythe

gate.InhisAustinMartin,"wegottatalkaboutyou

wearingtracksuitsinsummer.Thesunisscorching

hot"hesaidaswehugged."Don'tstartwithme."i

saidasheopenedthedoorforme."seriousbabe"

hesaid."Salvatore,don't.AndDon'tcallmebabe,

younevercallmebabe.Idon'tlikeit"isaidwarningly,

"there'snothingwrongwithmecallingyoubabe,

you'rejustbeingextranow.didyouhappentodrive

mycarwhileiwasknockedoutbecauseitseems

likeitcrushedintosomething?"heasked.Istarted

tolaughing,"what'sfunny?"Heaskedfrowningand

stupidified."firstyoucallmeextraandnowyou're

askingmewhat'sfunny."Isaidlaughingmyhethrew

meoneofthosescarylooksthatiquicklykeptquite.

"itwasthatshe-devil,yoursocalledmotherNomsa.

Andshecalledourkidsillegitimate,youshouldjust

goandshoother"ifirmelysaid."wouldyoulike

someicecream?"Heaskedoutofnowhere."are

youkiddingme,ijustgaveyoutheculprit'sname

andyou'reaskingmeifiwanticecream"iasked



loudly.Hejustshruggedhisshoulders.Wepassed

byourfavouritebesticecream shopandhebought

twovanillasandtwostrawberries."allthisforme?"

Iasked."oneisforLorenzo,andtheothertwoisfor

thegirls"hesaid."andyou"iasked."I'mgood"he

said.Wedrovehomeintotalsilence,iwasbusy

enjoyingmyicecream.

.

Anywaystwoweekslatermyexamswerealldone,i

rangthedoorbellatAmanda'splace.Nellyher

helperopenedthedoor.Ihaven'tbeentheresince

thefightwehad,"gooddayNelly"isaidsmiling.I

hadabottleofwineandabunchofwhiterosesin

myhands."gooddayMrsSalvatore,ifyou'relooking

forAmanda.She'soutsideinthegarden"shesaid

withoutwastinganytime."okay,thanks"isaid

smiling.Ithenwenttothethegardening.Whichwas

behindthehouse.Itwasbeautifulandwellkept."

heymandison"isaidpokingherasshewassitting

onthebench,lostinherownthoughts."whoa!"She

exclaimed."youscaredme,hi.Ididn'tseeyou

coming"shesaidsaidstandingupwithahandon



herchest.Shewaswearingabeautifulsummer

dress."Hi"isaidsmilingandhuggingher.She

huggedmeback,alarmed."iboughtyoutheseand

thiswine"isaidgivingherthefloorsandputtingmy

bottleofwineonthebench."ithoughti'dneversee

youagain"shesaidhuggingmeagain,shecriedand

iendedupcrying."okay,that'senough"isaid

pullingaway."imissedyouCohandiamsorryfor

thosethingsisaid"shesaidchucklingabit."let's

sitdownandtalk,noletmecallNelly.She'llbringus

glasses"sheadded.

.

..."hedidwhat?"Sheaskedaskedafteritoldher

everythingabdthatSalvatorecheatedonme."hey

relax,we'recoolnow.It'sinthepast,rightnowijust

needtogetmybestfriendback"isaidsmiling."and

allyourotherfriends.Sothatwecansearchfor

whoeverthatbitchisandkillher"shesaidangrily."

Amandaplease"isaidwarningly."okayfine,since

you'vestartedworkingonyourself.Lookatyou

wearingasummerdressandthattoososhort,I'll

considertakingyouback"shesaidcheckingmeout.



"amIforgivenyet"iasked."ofcoursesilly,come

here"shesaidsqueezingmeintoahug.Wedroveto

theothergirls,onebyonetilllateatnight.Idropped

herhomeandwenthomemyself.

.

"you'rehere?"IaskedSalvatoreasiputmykeysand

bagonthekitchencounter."ithoughtyousaidyou'd

comehomeearly.Itookthekidstobed,I'mactually

finishingupwithbakingthetwinsbirthdaycake."he

saidthengavemeaslightkiss."Ohh"imumured."

Don'ttellmeyouforgottheirbirthday"hesaid."No,

it'snothinglikethat.Areyoudoneyet?,letmehelp

youwithwhateverisleft"isaidtakingoutanapron.

.

Wecelebratedtheirbirthdayasafamilybutilateron

foundmyselfinthecemeterywithasingleredtulip.

Aredtulipisknownforrepresentingendless,eternal

love.Salvatoretoldmethis,he'stheonewhobuys

metulipsafterall.Otherthenthatiwasneveragirl

wholikedflowersandallthatstuff."ifiguredI'dfind

youhere"ivoicesaidbehindme.Andiknewitwas



himwithoutevenlooking,istoodup."iwasaboutto

leave"isaidwipingawaymytearsandturning

aroundtofacehim."Don'tgojustyet,let'ssitdown

andtalk"hesaid,sowesetinfrontofhisgrave."i

sawhowsadyouwere,iknewfromyesterdaythat

youwerethinkingabouthim.Thetruthisiwastoo,

thisisasaddayforbothofus.Butit'salsothe

happiestdayofourlive,atleastweshouldmakeit

likethat.ithoughtweshouldshowertheoneswe

haveleftwithlove.Wehavetwobeautifullybaby

girlswhowerealsoborninthisday,atleastwe'releft

withsomething.Weshouldtryandletgo,trytobe

happy"hesaid."areyousayingthatishouldjust

forgetallabouthim,ican'tdothat.He'smysontoo"

isaid."No,I'mnotsayingthat.AllI'msayingisthat

weshouldkeepinourheartsandmemoriesbut

moveonwithourlives.Itwon'tbefaironthegirlsif

wekeepondisappearingeveryafterpart,he'll

alwaysstayinourheartsCorabutwegottolethim

gookay"hesaidlookingatme.Islowlynodded."I'm

sorry,nexttimeI'llnotcomehere.Ijust---"it'sokay,

letmetakeyouhomeandwecanwatchamovie

withthekids"hesaid.Westooduptoleave.



.

Earlydecemberfridaynightmygirlsandiwereat

clubParadisè,aftersuchalongtime.Wewereon

theVIPsectionhavingdrinks..."ijustthinkthatyou

shouldtakehimbackbeforehecheatsagain"Priya

said."youdon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout,

you'reprobablydrunk"isaidpouringmyselfaglass

ofwine."iamdrunk?,lookatyou"shesaid

chuckling."Michealwantsanotherkid"Amanda

saidaftergulpingdownthewholeglassofwine."

Wow"Esihleexclaimed."Leonardoisoldenough

now,givethemanababy"Divyankasaid."Idon't

wantanotherbaby,youknowhowifellpregnant.

I'vecompromisedwithLeonardoalready.Mycareer

isstartingtoblossom.PlusI'mstudyingparttime.

Hejusthavetounderstand"shesaidfrustrated."

I'vebeenthinkingofgettingridofmyeggs.I'mso

notgettingpregnantagain"isaidthoughtfully."ohh

shutupCora,you'renothelpingatall.Look

Amandaifyoudon'tgivehimwhathewantsthenhe

mightstartloo---"heyguysithinkthat'sthegirlwho

fuckedwithmyhusband"isaidlookingatthebar



counter.Shewaswithanothermanandtwogirls."

whichone"theyallaskedatonce."theonewiththe

blondehair,itapinkdress"isaid."excuseme"

Amandasaidstandingupandweallfollowed.

.

"excuseme"shesaidpokingthegirlwhoturned

around."yes"shesaidinhertinywhoringvoice.She

wasbattingherfakelashes."areyouthe360

degreeswhorethatsleptwithmyhusband"iasked

comingforward."Nowwhichoneisyourhusband

becauseidonotrecognizeyou"shesaid.Ifound

myselfpullingherfakehair."youfucking360

degreeswhore"iscreamedaswefought.Thenthe

fightbeginbetweenhergirlsandmine.Idon'tknow

howbutibrokeabottleonherheadandshefell

down.Thebouncerscamealittlebittoolate.

.

"GoodlordCora,youfightintheclubsnow?"

Salvatoreaskeddrivinghome,theycalledhimand

calledanambulanceforthatgirl.Shewasjust

unconscious."ihopeyour360degreeswhoredies



anddon'tyoudareshoutatme.Youhadnorightto

takemygiantcucumberandgiveittoher"ishouted

thencried."okay,I'msorrymyheartbeat.Butwhat's

a360degreeswhore?"Heasked,buticouldfeelhim

chuckling."icallgerthatbecauseshegoesaround

openingherlegsforeveryman...I'msodrunk,ifeel

likepuking.Pleasestopthecar"isaid.Iwasn't

feelingsogood."that'sbecauseyouhadawhole

bottleofwineafterhittingthat360degreeswhore"

hesaidstoppingthecarwhilelaughingatme.

.
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Cora'spov

.

IwaswokenupbySalvatore,"Corawakeup,the

policeareheretoarrestyou"hesaidandifastlysat

onmybutt."police?,jail?I'mgoingtojail?"Iasked

panicking."youkilledher,she'sdeadCora"hesaid.

"what?,shecouldn'thavedied.Itwasjustasmall

bottle"isaidunbelievingly."I'lltalktoGeorge,maybe

he'llmanagetoobtainbailforyou.Thisisamess,i



don'tunderstandwhyyouhadtohither"hesaid

standingup."ikilledsomeoneandI'mgoingtojail,

pleasedon'tletmegotojail.PleaseSalvatore"i

pleadedholdinghim bythecollar."creasingmy

shirtwon'thelpthesituation,youmightwanttotake

ashowerbecauseyoumightbeinforalonglong

time"hesaid,that'swhenistartedtocry."no,ican't

gotojail.Whataboutmykids,you,mycareer"isaid

crying."youdidn'tthinkofthat,whenyouwent

aheadandkilledsomeone"hesaid."youbettergo

downstairsbeforetheycomerightup"geadded.I

walkedtowardsthedoorwhileicried,"heyCora,

theremightbeapossibilitythatiwasjustkidding"

hesaidasiopenedthedoor.Iturnedaroundandhe

waslaughing."Joking?,youwerejoking.Thisisall

funnytoyou?"Iaskedchargingtowardshim.Buthe

ran,jumpedontopofthebed."ihateyouSalvatore,

thisisnotfunnyokay"iscreamedcryingwhilei

pointedathim."Hey,itwasjustajoke.Don'tcry"he

saidtryingtotouchme."Nodon't,don'ttouchme

andgetoutofmyroombeforeIkillyou"isnapped

angrilypushinghimaway.Hejustlookedatmelikei

wasgoingcrazyorsomething,hewasinanawe."



peoplecan'tevenjokearoundinthishouse"he

murmuredwalkingtowardsthedoor.Isuddenlyfelt

likepuking,irushedtothebathroomanddidjust

that.

.

Ifeltsosick"I'mneverdrinkingagain"isaidasi

walkedintothekitchenwheretherewasGuguand

Petunia."where'sSalvatore?"Iaskedsittingdown.

"hejustleft,hedidn'tsaywherehewasgoing.But

helookedsopissed,hebangedthedooronhisway

out"Gugusaid."Goodriddance"imurmuredto

myself."iwonderwherehesleptbecausewe

agreedtonotsharethebedsolong"iaskedmyself.

"goodmorningmommy"Lorenzoscreamedrunning

insidethekitchen.Hethensatonthehighchair,he

wasfollowedbyhisyoungersisters."ihaven't

receivedmymorningkissyet,sohowcoulditbea

goodmorning?"Iaskedlookingathim.Hestoodup

andkissedmycheek."Goodmorningmommy"he

saidonceagain."goodmorningMongezi,howwas

yoursleep"iaskedsmiling.Thetwinswerebusy

nudgingmetopicktheup."mommy"Maia



screamedhittingmeharder."Hey,thathurtsokay"

isaidwarningly.Andthentheybothstartedtohit

meevenmoreharder,whileonelaughedandthe

otheronehadahugesmileonherface."where'smy

belt,Lorenzopleaseborrowmeyourbelt"isaidthat

andtheystartedtorungiggling.Ichasedthem,they

keptondoingthesamethinguntilbreakfastwas

served."mom,canigoandseegrandpa.Imisshim

andthenialsowouldliketogotoKendra'shome."

Lorenzosaid,"maybewecouldallgo,imissthatold

mantoo"isaid.thetwinsbothstartedtoclaptheir

handsinexcitement."AndKendra?"Heasked."I'll

speaktoyourfather,maybeasleepovercouldbe

arranged"isaidthoughtfully.Ipreparedapplepie

andwedrovetherearound12pm.

.

Onethingihatedaboutthatplacewasthefactthat

ithadalotofsecuritywehadtogothrough.

Secludedcommunitiesarejustbullshit,plusfather

inlawhadhisownpersonalsecuritiestoo.Theylet

usinaftercallinginsidethehouse,weknockedon

themaindoor.Knockedforacoupleoftimesbefore



Joaquinopenedforus,"whatareyoudoinghere"i

askedeyebrowsraised."thisismyhome,

remember"hesaidsaid."Papa"MaiaandMiracle

startedtheirmarchagain."sothequestioniswhat

areyoudoinghere?"Heaskedafterpickingthem

bothup."we'reheretoseefather,thisisourhome

too"isaidpushingmywayinside."Sowhereishe?"

Iaskedafterputtingthepieonthekitchencounter."

he'sout,inameetinginsandton"hesaid."we'll

wait"Isaid."Papacaniusegrandpa'splaystation"

Lorenzoasked."sure"Salvatoresaidbuthe'seyes

wereonme."GoandplaywithEnzo"hesaidputting

thegirlsdown.Theyran,"I'mgoingtosleep"he

saidafterglaringatmeforthelongestoftimes."

AreyouupsetbecauseIwasangrybecauseyou

madeasillyjoke?"Iaskedholdinghishand.He

turnedaround,camecloserandcloseruntilIwas

leaningonthekitchencounter."Sillyjoke?"He

askedhoveringoverme.Ihatethat,itmakeshim

lookandfeelsodominantbecauseI'mshortand

he'stall.Waytallthatidon'tevenreachhisheight

whilewearing6inchheels."Maybesillyisnotsucha

kindwordbutthatwasabadjoke"isaid,myback



wasbendedoverthekitchencounter."letbygones

bebygones"iaddedwithafrown."I'm40yearsold,

ihavenotimetogetupsetoversillythings"hesaid.

"whoa,you're40yearsoldalready?"Iasked

chuckling."what'sfunny?"Heaskedaskedlooking

socrossed."ohhsorry,iwasjustsayingthatthe

lasttimeicheckedyouwere37andnowyou're40.

Yearsreallypassbysoeasily"isaidthencleared

mythroat."yeah,you'reright.Thelasttimei

checkedyouwerejust19andlookatyounowall25"

hesarcasticallysaid."Hey,what'sthatsupposedto

mean?AreyoutryingtosayI'vegrownold"iasked

feelingsoinsulted."exactlywhatyoumeantwhen

youmockedmyage"hesaid."okay,soiguess

we'refairandsquarenow.Ifyoucouldpleaseget

outofmywaythen"isaidthentookadeepbreath."

whenarewemovingbackintoourroombecauseI'm

runningoutofpatiencewiththisarrangement"he

said,buthiseyeswereonmylipsratherthanmy

eyes."letmesee,therapyisgettingdonewithina

week.I'mgoingtostartworkingoutandthenthe

kidsareallgoingtoschoolnextyearandI'll

graduateandgetajoboffer.Onceistartworking



thingswillgethecticsohowaboutforever,just

gettingoutofmywaydude"isaidsoupset,hejust

indirectlycalledmeold.Okayididtoo,sothenwhy

wasiupset?.Hewithoutawarningkissedme,i

foundmyselfkissinghimbackhungrily.hepicked

meupandputmeonthekitchencounter.His

tongueexploredeverycornerofmewhilehishands

werealloverme."Iwantyou"hesaidlookinginto

myeyesandiactuallynodded.Wecontinuedkissing,

"youguysaren'tplanningondoingwhatithink

you'reabouttodoinmykitchen,areyou"avoice

asked,shititwasfatherinlaw.Iquicklyjumpedoff

thekitchencounterandpulleddownmyskirt."

Father!"Alonzoexclaimedthensighed."I'mjust

goingtogotothekids"isaidweirdly."goodday

Cora"hesaid."hi"isaidwaving.Thesituationgot

evenmorestranger.

.

Weweredonewiththerapy,theendresultswere

visibleinme.Wealwaysworkedgoodtogether,so

onthe15thofdecemberweweregoingtotakea

vacationtoMiami,allofusasfriends.Iwasbusy



packingmybagsbecauseweweregoingtoleave

thefollowingday.EventhoughI'vebeenfeelingso

sicklatelyandmoody,"letmedothatforyou,you

looklikeyou'reabouttofaint.Sitdown"hesaidas

hewalkedin.Hetookthejeanthatiwastryingto

foldandisatdownonthebed."can'tijustgotomy

parents,thelasttripwetooktogetherwasso

horribleandisworetomyselfthatiwasnevergoing

toputmyselfinthesameposition"isaid."wetalked

aboutthisdidn'twe?"Heasked"yesbut--"nobuts

Cora,youdon'treallyexpectmetogothereallalone"

hesaid,isighedandkeptquite."plusiwashoping

wecould...youknow"hesaidthencameandkissed

me.Iwasbusysmilinglikeateenagerinlove."

Ohh...stopit"isaidpushinghimawaywhilesmiling.

"I'mgoingtoletitslidefornow"hesaidthenwent

backtofoldingmyclothes."youwerenotreally

consideringtakingthiswereyou?"Heaskedasmy

humancranialbookshowedup."andthis,andthis"

hesaidasmorebooksshowedup."comeon,what

ifigetbored"isaid."yougottabekiddingme"he

saidthenputthemontheside."sincewe'llbe

leavingearlyinthemorning,couldyoudrivemeto



thepharmacy.Ineedtobuyafewthings"isaid,he

llokedatmewithquestioningeyes."okay"hesaid

shrugginghisshoulders.

.

Sothenextdaywebidourkidsgoodbye,youcan

imaginehowthatwent.Wemetattheairport,they

weresoloud.IwasleaningonSalvatoresarm,will

holdingontoit."what'swrongwithher?"Amanda

asked.Iwaswearingsunglassesandtracksuits

alongwithmysneakers.Ihadmyhoodiepulledover

myhead."she'sbeensicklately"Salvatore

answered."I'mstillhereyouknow"isaidtakingoff

mysunglassesandhoodie."hi"isaidsaidhugging

themallonebyone."sohere'swhatI'vebeen

thinking,we'llpartyaloneandtheboyswillparty

alone."Esihlesaid."that'snotsuchabadideaifyou

wanttocomebackhomewithoutahusband"isaid

andtheyalllaughed."sowhenistheflightdeporting,

ican'tstandhereanylonger"iaskedhangingmy

sunglassesonmyvest."whatgoesdowninMiami

anyways,whovotedforMiami.Becauseiwasn't

therewhenthedecisionwasmade"Priyankaasked.



"I'dalsoliketoknow"Divyaadded.Theguyslooked

ateachotherandthenlaughed,wewereleft

frowning."what'ssofunny?"Siweasked.Sandile

andsibonisoweren'tthere.Thelasttimeisawthose

two,can'tremember."ouch"Kevinsaid."weas

yourhusbandschosethedestination"Mbuthosaid.

"isitbecauseofthebeaches"Esihleasked."the

beachesandtheCasinos"theguyssaidinunison."

thenwhynotLasVegas?"Priyaasked."Miamihas

thebestbeachsandpartyingspotsplusthetourist

attractions"Tiaxiangsaid."ithinkthat'sourflight

guysletgo"Michaelsaid."youcantakeme

anywhereintheworld,idon'tmind.AslongasI'll

comebackhomestillinonepiece"isaidraisingmy

handsup."pluswehaven'tneverbeentoMiami"

Amandasaidpokingme.Webothlaughed,"Miami

herewecome"webothsaidthengiggled.

.

Itwasa17hoursflight,wegotthereby22pmand

checkedintoahotel.Itwasgoodthatwechecked

intoahotelbecausethelasttimewecheckedintoa

rentedhouseandthingsturnedouttobesohorrible.



"Goodnight"isaidgettingundercoversaftertaking

offmyshoes."aren'tyougoingtoeatorgodownto

thebeach"heasked.Takingoffhisclothes."it's

22pm,goodnight"isaidonceagain.Iwassleeping

inmytrackpantsandvest,allididwaswipeoffmy

makeup,takeoffmybrawithouttakingoffmyvest

andthentakeofmysneakers."areyousleeping

already?"Heaskedgettingundercovers.Wehaven't

sharedabedinages,andwhenwefinallydidiwas

tootired.Hesidethenswitchedoffthesidelamps.

Wesleptwithhimcuddlinguptome,icouldfeelhis

bulgepokingmyass...iwaswokenupbySalvatore

whowaswhisperingsweetsomethingintomyear.I

openedupmyeyesandhewasstaringatmeso

closely."it's8am"hesaidremovingmymessyhair

offmyface."youtookabathalready"iasked.He

justsmiledandkissedmyforehead."wehavealot

todotoday,we'regoingsiteseeing.Iordered

breakfast,goandtakeashower."hesaidlooking

soexcited."youlookhappy"isaid."that'sbecausei

amhereinthiseleganthotelroom,beautifulcity

withthemostbeautifullywomanI'minlovewith"he

said.Icouldn'thelpbutsmile,"Ihaven'tseenyou



thishappyforyears"isaidthengotoutofthebed.I

tookaquickshower,blowdriedmyhairandletmy

goldenbrowncouloredafrolose.Iworewhiteshorts,

pinkcroptop,whitesneakerthentiedmyredscotch

shirtonmywaist."howdoilook"iaskedSalvatore

asiwalkedintothebalconyfromwhichyoucould

seethebeach."wow,ummh"heexclaimed."what,

isitthathorrible.Tooskimpy,I'llgoandchange"i

saidfeelingsoexposed."No,nodon't.Youlook

sexy...iwasjustsuprised.Ihaven'tseenyouwearing

clothesliketheseinages"hesaidsaidpullingmeto

him.Iwassittingonhislap.Breakfastwasalready

there,onthetableinfrontofhim."really"iasked."

youlookgorgeous"hesaidputtinghishandonmy

barewaist."let'shavebreakfastbeforeitgetscold"i

saidquicklyjumpedtotheemptychairnexttohim.

Helaughedatme.

.

Sowemetupdownatthehotellobby,andtoured

thecityinalimousine.Wellthetourendedupwithus

girlsdoingsomeshoppingandtheguyswenttothe

Casino.Salvatorewasn'tbackwhenIcamebackto



thehotel,itookaquickshower,shavedmylegs,

moisturizedmybody,woremychannelCoco

cologne,didmymakeup.Redlipstick.Putonmy

newredlingerie,highhillsandthenputonthe

accompanyinggown.Thecandledlightromantic

dinneriaskedforwasarrangedinthebalcony.And

themusicplayerwasset,thebedwasset.

Everythingwasgood,allididwasjustwaitforhim.

Hecameinjustwheniwaslosingmypatients."i

thoughtyou'dnevercome"isaidashewalkedin."

goandtakeashower"isaidstandinginthemiddle

oftheroom."what'stheoccasion?"Heasked,he

seemedtipsy."it'sadinnertreat,hurrythefoodis

gettingcold"isaidsmiling."okay"hesaid.

10minuteslaterhecamebackwithatowelwrapped

aroundhiswaist."come"isaidalreadystanding

nearthebedwiththehotelwhitegown."areyou

okay,youseemabitnervous."heaskedasihelped

hisputonthegown.Itieditupafterhedroppedthe

towelonthefloor,madesurenottolookathisgiant

cucumber.Notjustyet,"alliswell"isaid.Heputon

thesleeper."come"isaidpullinghimtowardsthe

balcony."comeandsit"isaidpullingachairforhim.



"thisisgettingweirderbyminutes"hesaidsitting

down.Wehadcandlelightdinneroverasmall

conversation."youlookbeautiful,appetising"he

saidcheckingmeout."thanks"isaidsmiling."don't

youwanttogotobed?"Iaskedstandingupafter

drinkingupmyglassofwine."I'mcoming"hesaid

stilldrinking.Iwentinandplayedthesongwhichi

hadkeptonrepeat."andwheredidyougettingthe

musicplayer,ithoughtwehadnonhere"hesaid

walkinginside."iwashopingthatmaybewecould

getitdowntonight"isaiddroppingdownmygown.

Hejustfrozeonthesamespot.

themoodisset,uhhuh

Soyoualreadyknowwhat'snext,uhhuhahh

Tvonblastturnitdownturnitdown,don'twantit

clashwhenmybodyisscreamingout.Now,iknow

you'rehearingit.Yougotmemoaningnow.Igot

secretsthatiwanttoshowyou,igotsecreatsi'ma

dropthentothefloorohh.Andnoteasing,you

waitedlongenough.

Godeepi'mathrowatyou,can'tcatchit.



Don'tholdback,youknowilikeitrough

NowI'mfeelingyouhuh,nowyou'relikingithuh

.

sowhyyoustandingovertherewithyourcotheson.

Babystripdownforme,goandtakethemoff

Don'tworrybabyi'mameetyouhalfway.causei

knowyouwannaseeme.

Almostthere,sobabydon'tstopwhatyou'redoing...

noheels,noshirt,nojeans,allI'minisjustskin.Your

skin,...alliwannaseeypuisjustskin.You'reabeast

baby thesongskeptonplaying.

.

Iwalkeduptohimanduntiedhisgown.Slowlytook

itoff."andwhydidn'tiseethiscoming?"Heasked

chuckling,iputmylips."shh"isaidputtingmyindex

fingeronhislips."okay"hemurmuredsmiling,

almostlaughing."don'tlaughokay"isaidwarningly

andhenodded.Istartedkissinghim,hetriedtohold

mywaistbutgotholdofhishands."tryandkeep

yourhandstoyourself"iwhispered.Hechuckled,



eventodayistillfindhischucklessexy.Ikisedhis

jawlineallthewaytohissexylongbigneck.My

handsonhischestbusymassaginghisnipples,his

heartstartedtoraceandhisbreathingaccelerated.I

plantedkissesdowntohisshavedchest,tillin

nibbledoneofhisnipples.Iwasbusysuckingonit,

myotherhandfounditwaytomygiantcucumber.I

wasdoingallthiswhilelookingupathim,hefrozea

bitasigotholdofhismalerod.Ikissedhimallthe

waydown,passedhissixpack.Thensquirteddown

togivehimahandjob,ikissedhiscucumberallthe

waytohisballs.Kissedtheveinbetweenthem.He

couldn'thelpbutgrabmyhair.Whilehegroaned,all

thelaughinggone.Idrewoneofhisballsintomy

mouth.Camebacktohiscucumberandputitinto

mymouth.Suckedhimuntilhecursed."fuck,yes

baby,fuck"hecursed.Hefuckedmymouth,i

romancedhimfor15-20minutes.Thenpushedhim

tothenearbycouch,sathimdown.Itookoffmy

thongonly,gotontopofhim.Rubbedhispinkhead

againstthelabiasofmyvalleyoffire."handsto

yourselfMrSalvatore"isaidashetriedtoholdmy

waistandpullmedown.Iwantedtohearhimbeg



andcryforit,"Cora"hesaidfrustrated."what?"I

askedsmiling.Ithenslowlyslideitin,bitingmy

lowerlip.Iheldontohisshoulders,lethimholdmy

waistwhileimovedupanddownslowly,sideto

sideandfronttoback."mmmh,aah"icouldn'thelp

butmoanwhilebitingmylip.Igotoffhimheldonto

thecouchwhilehetappeditfrombehind,spanking

myass."harder"iscreamedasicouldfeelmy

orgasmbuildingup."fuck"hecursedfuckingme

harderandroughly.Webothcumatonce,myknees

feltsowobbly.

.

Thenextroundwasundertheshower,hehadme

pinnedagainstmywall.

3rdroundonthebed,ihadmylegsonanangleof

180°,andhewassuckingmybud.Iwasgrabbingon

tohishand,screamingwithmyeyesclosed.He

kepthistonguegoingincircles,inandout.Pulled

mybutoutwithhislips,iwaswet."yes,uhhhuhjoa-

quin.Ohfuckbaby"iscreamedouthisname.He

teasedmewithhispickdickheadlikeiteasedhim.

Thatwasapuretorment,hefinallypenetratedandi



washoldingontohismusculineback,scratchingit.

Heflippedmeoverlaterandiridehimlikeacowgirl.

Thefourthroundwasonthebathtub,thatwasone

ofthemostblissfulnightsofmylife.Eventhoughit

leftmypussyallreckedandonfire."Thankyoufor

themostinsanesex,iloveyou"hesaidkissingmy

forehead."iloveyou"isaidsmiling.Weslept

staringintoeachotherseyes.Goodthingiboughta

lotofmorningafterpills.

.

Ihadmymorningafterpillassoonasiwokeup.We

hadbreakfastaftertakingashowertogether,weall

thenwentdowntothebeach,playedvolleyball.We

wentclubbing,gambling,shopping,siteseeing,

tastedalotofdishes.Somemademepuke,wewent

onyatchparties.orwe'dsometimesjustsitaround

thefiredownthebeach.Goinghomewassucha

shame.
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WereturnedfromMiamionthe22ndofdecember,

3daysjustbeforeChristmas.onthe23rdIhadjust

camebackfromamorningjog,idecidedtostart

exercisingagainaftersuchalongtime.Igotmuscle

crampshereandthere,ifoundSalvatoreinthe

kitchenwiththekids.Hewaspreparingbreakfast,

whiletheymadeloudnoise."youshouldhavejust

tookmyadviceandjoinedmeinthegym.Lookat

you,you'repanting"hesaid,idrankwaterfrommy

bottle."itfeltsogood,ipassedbythelake.So

beautiful"isaid."I'mgoingtotakeashowerand

thenwe'llallgoforChristmasshopping.Shopping

onthe24thisalwayshorrible"isaid."mom,what

areyougoingtogetmeforChristmas"Lorenzo

asked."momiwantBarbiethedoll"Maiasaid."

momiwantBambi,andspongeBobandthatSharko

robot"Lorenzoscreamed."Momiwasadogtoo,

andaplayhouse.Lorenzohasacar.Ialsowant

one"Maiasaid.Miraclekeptonpokingme.Ilooked

ather,shehadtearsinhereyes."whatwouldyou

likeforChristmasprincess"iaskedpickingherup.I

keptonsuggestingthingsandshe'dshakeherhead

no."excuseus,youcanaskyourfatherforwhatever



youwant"isaidputtingherdown."comehereand

tellPapawhatyouwant"Alonzosaidandipassed

Miracletohim.Ifeltlikecryingtoo,shehasnever

calledmemotherbefore.Whenshecried,shecried

insilenceorrolledangrilyonthethefloor.To

understandhowshelike,youhadtolookintoher

eyes.Makesuretodoublecheck,allshedidwas

pointatthings.Itookashower,wrappedatowel

aroundmybodyasigotoutoftheshower.Iwentto

thebathroomandtookoutjeans,undergarments,

whitet-shirtandhighheels.Iputtheitemsonthe

bed,wentandsatinfrontofthedressingtableto

moisturisemybodyandmakeupmyface.

.

"areyouokay"Salvatoreaskedputtinghishandson

myshoulders.Ididn'tevenseehimcoming."yeah,

I'mgood"isaidfaintlysmilingandputtingmyhand

ontopofhis."okaythen,I'mgoingtochange"he

saidsaidthenkissedthetoponmyhead."domea

favourandwearjeansandawhitet-shirtalongwith

yourwhiteNikeairmaxsneakers."Isaid"anything

youwantMrsSalvatore"hesaidthenwalkedintothe



closet.Ifinisheddressingupthenwenttohelpthe

girlschangeintowhitet-shirtsandjeans.Thenwhite

sneakers,Lorenzoalsoworethesame."okay,let's

go"isaidclosingthedoorafterbucklingupthekids

intheSUV4x4weweregoingin.

.

Wedidshopping,groceriesfirst.Iwaspushingthe

twinsintheirpramwhilehepushedthetrolleyand

Lorenzowaswalkingonmyside.Wethenwentto

thegiftsshop,boughtgiftsforfamilyandfriends.

Orderedgiftfromatoystorewhichweregoingtobe

deliveredonChristmasday.Afterthatwewentto

thespurandhadlunch.Wecamehomearound6pm

afterwatchingananimatedfilminthecinema.My

feetweswollenasitookoffmyhighheels,while

sittingonthebed.Weboughtpizzafordinnerandi

askedpetuniaandGugutodealwiththekids.

Alonzohadanemergencyhehadtotakecareofat

hotelParadisè.Itookabath,wentdownstairsand

gotmyself4slicesofpizzawhichihadinbed.While

iwatchedaromcommovieonmylaptop,itwas

hilariousthatifoundmyselflaughingoutloud.



"icouldhearyoulaughingfromthegate"Alonzo

exclaimedwalkingin,hethrewthecarkeysonthe

coffeetableandtookoffhisjackets.Itwas9pm,"

youseemagitated,whathappened?"Iasked

pausingmymovie."whateveritisthat'smakingyou

laugh,icouldusethat"hesaidtakingoffhisclothes.

Whichhethrewonthecouch."sowhatareyou

watching"heaskedgettingundercoversinhis

boxersonly."youwon'tcatchthejokereally,it's

somesillyromcombutwhatareyousostressedout

justspititout"isaid."isn'titthatstupidreceptionist

ofmine,shemixedupbookings.NowI'velostfifteen

customerswhoweresupposedtocheckininsuits

thismorning.Nowthey'vecheckedintosomeother

hotel,notjustthat.We'rerunningoutofrooms.You

knowhowfestiveseasonscanbe"hesaidthen

clickedhistongue.Hethentookmypieceofpizza."

notmypizza,heygoandgetyours"isaidtryingto

retrieveitfromhim."it'sjustaonepiece"hesaid

holdingmyhand."I'mstarvingandmyfeetare

swollenfromallthewalking.You'renotbeingfair

rightnow"isaidfoldingmyarms."I'mtiredtoo,I've

justcomebackfromwork.Canihavedinner?"He



askedlookingatme."you'rebullyingmeSalvatore"

isaidstandingup.Iwentdownstairs,warnedupfour

piecesofpizzaforhimthenpouredjuiceintoajug.I

alsogotmyselfvanillaicecreamthenwentupstairs

toourroom.Ifoundhimlaughing,"no,youdidn't."I

exclaimed,hestartedmymoviealloveragain."this

issofunny"hesaidlaughing."here'syourdinner"i

saidofferinghimthetray."thanks"hesaidtakingit.

Itookmybowloficecreamthenwenttogetonmy

sideofthebed."thisissofunny"iimitatedhim."

canicarryonwhereileftoff"iasked."I'mstill

watching"heaskedsaid."it'smymovieandit'smy

laptop,youhaveyourownlaptop.Please,iwantto

finishwatchingmymoviethengotosleep"isaid

firmly."willyoujustpleasekeepyourvoicedown.

I'mtryingtolistenhere"hesaid."iwantmylaptop

Salvatore"isaidwarningly."whydon'twejust

watchthemovietogether.Whyareyoubeingso

dramatic"hesaid."I'mgoingtoaskyouforonelast

time"isaidbutheignoredmeflatly.Igotoutofbed

andwenttothebathroom,gotaglassofwater.I

walkedtohissideofthebed.Hewastoo

concentratedonthemoviethathejumpedoffthe



bedasipouredwaterdownhishead."whatthefuck,

areyoucrazy?"HeaskedangrilybutIwasfurious."

iwarnedyounotonce,nottwicebutthrice.You

mightaswelltakeashower."Isaidthegotbackto

bed."youknow,I'mbeginningtothinkthatyou're

goingcrazy.Noactually,idon'tthink...You're

absolutelycrazy.Youshouldgetadmittedintoa

mentalasylum."Hesaidfumingthenwentintothe

bathroom.Isighed,smiledthenhadmyicecream."

callmecrazyonemoretime,nexttimethewater

mightcomeoutofthestove"iscreamedafterhim.

.

IwasbusydecoratingtheChristmastree,Guguwas

helpingme.Lorenzo,thegirlsandAlonzowere

playingfootballoutside.Thesunwasscorchinghot.

Isuddenlyfeltlikepuking,rushedtothebathroom.

"areyouokay"Guguasked,outsidethebathroom.I

stoodupafterawhileandwashedmymouththen

gotout,ifoundGugustandingonthedoor."areyou

good?"Sheasked,inoddedandwenttositonthe

couch."maybeit'sthejogging,ifeelsotired.And

theeggssmeltsoawful.Let'scontinue"isaid



walkingbacktotheChristmastree."I'llbeback"i

saidthenwalkedtothekitchen,igotfourglassesof

juiceinatraythenwentouttoofferittoSalvatore

andthekids."ihopeyoudidn'tpoisonthisjuice"he

saiddrinkingitup."no,ijustputin6sleeping

tablets."Isaid.Hepausedandlookedatmewitha

frown."relax,iwasjustkidding"isaidchuckling."

whenareyourgrandparentslanding?"Iasked."

they'llcalloncetheygettotgeairport.Itshouldbe

around5pm.Whydoyouask?"Heasked."iwantto

preparedinner,andalso.Iinvitedmyfamilyandmy

twocousinsforChristmas.They'llarrivetonight.I

hopeitwon'tbeaproblem."Isaid,"cousins?"He

asked."yeah,itoldyouaboutthem.Myextending

family,we'regoodnowremember?.Sotheywanted

tomeetyouandseewhereilive.Nandiphaworksas

acleanerinKevin'scompany.You'llgettoseeher.

Actuallytheywantedmegogodowntodurbanlikei

didbefore.Weshouldgoandseethemsometime"i

explained."aretheroomsgoingtobeenoughto

accomodateallthesepeople?"Heasked."the

roomsshouldbeenoughsincewe'vemovedbackto

ourroom"isaid."they'reallyourguests"hesaid



theyLorenzostartedtodraghimtocomeandplay.I

wentbackinside."youguysaregoingtohelpme

withdinnerbeforeRobinsondriveyouhome.Plus

you'llbegettingbonus"IsaidtopetuniaandGugu."

that'swhyIloveyou"petuniasaidhuggingme.He

perfumewassooffish."yeahyeah"isaidsmiling

butpushingheraway.Wepreparedalotofdishes

andtheyweredrivenhome.

.

Iwaschillinginfrontofthetelevision,watchingreally

housewivesofAtlanta.Thekidswereupstairs

takingabath,ifeltsotiredtoevenbaththem.Soi

letthemmesswiththebathroom,itmadethemfeel

grownish.Salvatorewasouttofetchhis

grandparents.Mycousinscalled,theyneededtobe

fetchedfromthebusstationandiwastheonlyone

athome.Itwas6pm,thankGodmomanddaddrove.

IhelpedthekidsdressupintheirPJsandwegot

intomycar.Idrovetothebusstation ifyou're

happyandyouknowitclapyouhands wesang

alongasiputonthekid'ssongs.Wealwaysdidthat,

itconnectedus.



.

"whoaguys,andwho'sthis?.Ididn'tknowthatsuch

alotofpeoplewouldcome.Otherwiseiwouldn't

havetookthekidsalong."Iexclaimedasifounda

wholelotofpeopleinthebusstation.Soitwas

nandiphaandherthreekidsthenThandiandher

littlebrothermveloandtherewasthisotherlittlegirl

Thandiwascarrying."andwho'sthiscutehere"i

askedplayingwiththegirl."she'ssocute"isaid

takingherfromThandi."youcanloadyoubagsin"i

saidopeningtheboot."sohowisyournewjob

treatingyou?"Iaskednandipha."it'sokay,ican't

reallycomplainbecausethepaymentishigh.It'sjust

thattheworkinghoursareirregular"shesaidallthat

inIsuzuluandihadtoconcentratemoretocatchup.

"that'sgreatandyouThandi,howisyourfiance"i

said.Shesmiled."he'sfine"shesimplyanswered.I

gotmythreekidstositonthefrontsitwhiletheyall

squeezedatthebackseats.Wegothome40

minuteslater.

.

Iparkedinfrontofthehouse,mykidswerealready



sleeping."I'llbeback,youcanoffloadyourbagsso

long"isaidwarninglyinsidethehouse."MrsS"i

screamedgigglingasifoundgrandmaandgrandpa

inthelivingroom."I'vebeenwaitingforyouforso

long"grandmacomplained."sorrygrandma,iwas

outtofetchmyfamily."isaidafterwehugged."

grandpa,howareyoudoing?"Iasked.Hesmiledat

me"good"heshortlysaid."where'sJoaquin,come.

Iwantyoutomeetsomepeopleandyourgrandkids

havegrownsomuch.Youwon'tevenrecognise

them"issidpullingheroutside.
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"ithoughtyousaidonlytwocousinswecoming"

Salvatoresaidasweweregettingundercovers.My

parentsarrivedjust30minuteslateraftermy

cousinsarrived.Weallhaddinnertogether,itwasa

houseful.Andthekidsweresonoisey.Busyrunning

around.Thegiftswerealreadywrappedandaround

theChristmastree."ididn'tknowthey'dcomewith



theirkids"isaid.Theyhadtosharearoomwiththeir

kids.Momanddadhadtheirusualroom,grandpa

andgrandmatheirusualroom.ThenConnieand

Charleshadtheirsepateroom.Nandiphaandher

threekidstookthelastroomwhileThandiandher

littlebrotherandherbabysleptinpetuniaand

Gugu'sroom.Thehousehadguestsroom,petunia

andGugu'sroom,mainbedroom,thetwin'sroom,

Miceal'sroomandthenAlonzo'sroom.Ithadatotal

of10bedrooms,thegueshousehadonlyfour

bedroomswhichwereusedbythesecuritiesand

robinson."andthenyouhadtodriveatnight,with

mykids.Wetalkedaboutyoudrivingatnight,didn't

we?.Youknowexactlyhowifeel"hesaid,hewas

pissed."I'msorry,ihadnootheroption"isaidsaid

puttingmyheadonhisshoulderasheleanedonthe

headboard."whatifsomethinghappened,youknow

ihavealotofenemies.Rightnowyou'reforcingme

togetyoubodyguards"hesaidsoupset."No,not

bodyguardsagain.Nothinghappened,I'mstillalive,

itwillneverhappenagain.It'sjustthatRobwasnot

here,itwasjustaninconvenientsituation.Ipromise

toneverdriveagain"isaidthenkissedhisjawline.



Hewasjustsittingsilentlylikearobot.igotontopof

him,kissedhimbuthedidn'trespond."youofall

peopleshouldknowbetterthantodriveatnight...id

Triedcallingyou.Iwassoworriedwhenicouldn't

reachyou"hesaid."I'mneverdrivingatnightagain,

nothinghappened.I'mstillalive.Thekidsarefine,

I'mhere"isaidholdinghisface."willthisbeenough

tolightenupyourmood?"Iaskedtakingoffmyvest.

"huh?"Iaskedashiseyesgotfixedonmyboobs."

isitmeoryourboobsjustgetbiggerdaybyday?"

Heaskedaskedholdingmyboobsintohishugesoft

hands."whatareyoutalking---"thentherewasa

knockonthedoor."who'sthere"heaskedfirts."it's

meNandipha,sorrytodisturbyouthislateatnight

butcouldyoumaybeborrowmetwopainkillers.I

promisetoreturnthemtomorrow"shesaid."don't

besilly,I'llgetyouthewholething"isaidputtingon

myvest."whereareyougoingto,whatdoyouthink

you'redoing"Salvatoreaskedthroughgrittedteeth.

"I'llbebacksoon"isaid,thenwenttobathroom,i

gotaboxofpainkiller.

.



"yougotaheadache?"Iaskedwalkingouttoher.I

closedthedoorbehindme."No,it'snotme,it'smy

daughterSanele.Ithinkshehasflue."Shesaid."In

thatcasethenletmecheckandseeificanfind

somethinginLorenzo'smedbox.Thesearenot

suitableforkidsunder12yearsofage,they'retoo

strong.Youcangotothekitchen,getaglassof

watersolong.I'llmeetyouinyourroom."isaid.I

gotafewsyrupsforkidsthenwentdownstairsto

herroom."here,letmecheckherhead"iasked

sittingontheedgeofthebed."She'sburningup,

bringmethatthermometer"isaid,wewaitedfor

atleast5minutes."thisisnotgood,tellyouwhat

we'lltakehertotheclinicnearbytomorrow.Gotand

getawettowel,putitonherforehead.Wehavea

mattressinthestoreroom.Ithinkit'sbestifshe

uses,I'llgoandgetitwhileyouhelphertakethe

medication."Isaid.Ispentalmostanhourhelping

nandiphaout.

.

"nottonightSalvatore,I'mnotinthemoodokay"i

saidmovingawayfromhim.Oneminuteiwanted



himcloseandthenthenextiwasliterallyannoyed

byhim...earlyinthemorningwewerewokenupby

Lorenzo,MaiaandMiraclejumpinginourbed."hey

guys"iwhinedsittingupright."happyChristmas

mom"LorenzoscreamedthenMaiaimitatedhim

likeshealwaysdid."it'smerryChristmasguysnot

happyChristmas"isaidgiggling."merry,

merry,merry,merry"theykeptonscreamingwhile

jumpingupanddown."merryChristmasMira"

AlonzosaidpullingMiracleandticklingher,shehad

herusualinternallaughswecouldn'thearandthe

beautifulsmileplasteredonherface.Herhazelblue

eyestwinkle."ticklemePapa"Maiascreamed

seekingherfather'sattention."comehere,myfirst-

classdramaqueen"hesaidsaidpullingMaiaand

ticklingher."whatgiftdidyougetformetheother

day.Isawyouandyourdadwalkingtowardsthat

pawnshop"isaidpullingLorenzotomythighs."it's

asuprisemommy"hesaidputtinghistinyhandson

hisface."mmh,isee.Mylittlerascalhasasuprise

forme.Ican'twaitbutguesswhat?.Ialsohavea

supriseforyou"isaidticklinghim."whatisit

mommy?"Heaskedgiggling."it'sasuprise"isaid



shruggingmyshoulders.Wespentanhour,just

chattingwithourkidsinbed."okay,howabouti

takeyouguysforashower.YourPapacanalso

showerthenicansendyououttothemallforsome

smallthings.I'llbepreparingChristmaslunchso

long.Iguesswe'llhavecerealsforbreakfast"isaid

gettingoutofbed."comeonlittlesoldiers,let'sgo"

isaidclappingmyhands."Momsincelastnightwe

usedtheirbathroom,todaywe'reusingmine"

Lorenzosaid."it'sadeal.Getin,takeoffyour

clotheswhileigetthesetwomonkiesclothesto

change"isaidopeningLorenzo'sdoor."you're

monkies"Lorenzosaidlaughing."what'samonkey"

iheardMaiaasksoundingsoconfusedasiwalked

totheirroom.

.

Robdrovenandiphatotheclinicwhiletherestofus

preparedlunchwhilehavingbreakfastatthesame

time."sobestfriend,whatdidyougetme"Connie

askednudgingmewithhershouldwhileshe

choppedcarrot,grandmawasdoingtouchupson

thetuckeyihadboiledthedaybeforeChristmas.I



waspreparinglambstew,whiletakingcareofthe

steamedbread.Momwasbusyfryingrice.Thandi

wasbakingcupcakesusingoneofAlonzo'srecipes.

Thekidswereplayinginthekid'splayroom,which

startedasbeingLorenzo'sbutendedupbeingfor

thethreeofthem.IhadsendAlonzotothemall

alonesincewellmytriorefusedtoaccompanyhim.

Youknowhowkidscanbeoncetheymeetupwith

otherkids.Hewasgoingtobuygiftsformycousin's

kidssincetheycameunannounced,igavehimalist.

"nothingatall,goandaskSanta"isaidseriously."

you'rekiddingright?"Sheaskedfrowning,ijust

shruggedmyshouldersandcontinuedwithwhati

wasdoing."you're,arghican'tbelievethis"she

exclaimedloudly."whathappenedCon?"

Grandmotherasked."nothinggrandma,ialmost

choppedmyfinger"shelied."youknowihavethis

closefamilyfriend'skid.Cora,youremember

ChristopherRussellsright?"Grandmotherasked."

yeah,Alonzo'sfriendfromItaly."Ireckoned."yeah

Chris,he'sbeensingleforyears.Ijustthinkthatyou

Connieandhimwouldmakeagreatcouple"

grandmasaid."nooffenseCora...sincehe'smy



brotherinlawschildhoodfriend.Hemustbeinhis

30s,I'mjusttwentyone,wecouldhookupifI'm

lookingforwardtobeingtheyoungestwidowinthe

world.Allthat'sleftofthatguyistodie"shesaid."

30syousay"isaidthenlaughedoutloud."Damnmy

husbandmustbereallyhotifhelookstenyears

youngerthanhisactualage"isaidthenlaughed

again.

.

Weexchangedgifsafterhavinglunchtogether.I

boughtmomandgrandmanecklacesandthen

boughtwristwatchsforDadandgrandpaand

decidedtobuyawristbandforSalvatore,written'to

infinity".IgotConnaniPhoneandJordansneakers

forCharles.Ididmyresearchwithmom'shelp,got

playhousesforthetwins,abiycleforLorenzowho

bythewayboughtmeanecklesswritten'iloveyou

mom'icouldn'thaveaskedforanythingbetter.Igot

twobeautifuldressesformycousinsthenclothes

fromWoolworthsfortheirkids,alsoboughtthem

oneteddybeareach.Myhusbandgotmeaour

familyportrait,paintedbythemostrenownedartist



inthecountry.Itwassohugeandbeautiful.

Grandmaandgrandmagotmeearings,which

lookedexpensive.Connieboughtmeateddybear,it

wasspecialbecauseitwasexactlythesameasthe

oneiusedtohavewheniwaslittle.Thatmyfather

burneddowntoashesoneunfortunateday.Dadgot

meabeautifulsapphirescarf,Charlesgotmehigh

heels.Wehadsuchawonderfulday.Fatherinlaw

jonedustoowithabottleofwineandflowersforme.

Iwasthehostafterall.

.

Mycousinsstayedtillnewyear'seve,thekidswe

sleepingwhilewewereatourrooftop.Allour

friendsthere,musicblastingoutloud.Theguys

werebraaingmeatwhileweladieswesittingonthe

coucheshavingwine.Salvatorewasstealing

glancesatmelikeneverbeforeandiactuallikedit,it

mademesmileandlookawayshly.Thetheycame

tositbackdownwiththemeat,30minuteslater."

I'llgoandgetmorewine"isaid.Dishesoffoodand

boozeweonthetablenearby.Justthatwewere

runningoutofwine."letmecomeandhelpyou"



Amandaofferedstandingup.Weweretalkingabout

Michealwantinganotherbaby,Amandawastelling

methatshewasgivinginthensomeoneheldmy

hand."Amanda,canistealmywifeforamoment"

Salvatoreaskedaswewerewalkingdownthe

staircasesthatleadtotherooftop."sure"Amanda

saidthenwalkedahead."whatisit"iasked,thenext

thingiknewiwaspinnedagainstthewall.Hekissed

mesoneedful,hungrilyandexcited.Ikissedhim

backwithmyhandsaroundhisneck."I'vebeen

wantingtodothissince7pm"hesaidsmilingdown

atme."youlooksobeautiful,iloveyou.Iloveyou

somuch.Ilovethewayyousmile,thewayyoutalk,

thewayyougiggleandlaugh.Thewayyoumoan

whileyoueat.Thewayyoumoanwhenwemake

love.Thewayyoushiverundermyhands.Theway

youlipstaste,thewayyoureyestwinklewhenever

yousmiletothefullest.Iloveabsolutelyeverything

aboutyoumyheartbeat"hesaidthenkissedmeall

overmyface."whoa,whathappened"iasked

chuckling."somethinghappenedlastnight,i

thoughtitwasjustadreambutiremember

everything.IrememberFrance,California,Paris.I



rememberyourfavouriteRihannasong.Theoneyou

usedtotwerkwith,irememberthenightwewentto

theclubinourPJs.Ourfirstdateandthatfirst

dancewehadontherooftopwhileiplayedLuther

Vandrossonmyphone,ourfavouritesong.The

walksonthebeach.Irememb----"shhh,igetitnow"i

saidputtingmyfingeronhislips."iloveyoumore

thananythinginthisworld"hesaidcrying.Ikissed

himthroughhistears."marryme"hesaid."whoa,

we'realreadymarried.Don'ttellmeyouforgotabout

ourwedding"isaidsmiling."No,youwanted

divorce.Remember,yousignedthosepapers.Marry

meonceagainmylove"heasked."yes,I'llmarry

you"isaidwithouthesitation.Andi'dmarryhima

thousandtimesmore,yeshehurtmeandihurthim

sometimes.Buttheloveweshareisgreatthenthe

heartbreakswecauseeachother.Everytimemy

heartheals,itbeatsforhim."yes,yesyes"i

screamed.Hepickedmeupandwekissed."Wow!"

SomebodyscreamedanditwasAmanda."how

longhaveyoubeenstandingoverthere?"Iasked."

longenough"sheanswered."holdthis"shesaid

takingthestaircasesupandhandingmethebucket



oficewiththreebottlesofwine.Wefollowedafter

her."heyeveryone,MrMuscleshasgainedhis

memorybackandnotjustthathediditagain.He

proposed"shescreamed."itisgoingtobeahappy

newyearindeed"Mbuthoscreamed."

congratulationsguys"Siwesaid.Congratulations

wereinorder.

.

IgotthetwinsadmittedtoRRthefollowingyear.

Lucklytheschoolalsohadclassesformute

students.Sotheyweregoingthegothethesame

school,justdifferentclasses.AndalsoLorenzohad

tochangeschools,hewasnotsohappyaboutour

decision.Salvatorewasn'thappyaboutthetwins

goingtoschool'soyoung'hesaid.Buttheywere

goingtoturn4yearsinnovember,ifigureditwasthe

bestthingforMiracle.Andwealsogothome

schooledinsignlanguagesintheevenings.Ithad

beentwoweekssincetheystartedschooling.Iswas

almostFebruaryend.IwasgoingtograduateinApril,

soiwasahousewifeforthetimebeing."don'ttell

meyou'renotreadyyet"Amandaexclaimedonthe



phone.Wehadplanstogotothemall."no,I'm

ready,gotreadyafewminutesago.Ijustdon'tfeel

likegoinganymore.Ifeellikesleeping"iwhined."

pleaseCora,donotbailoutonmeonthelastme.

I'monmywaytothemall.GetRobtodriveyouor

something"shepleaded."hedroveSalvatoreto

work.Andihavetofetchthekidsfromschoolat

2pm"isaid."it's10am,you'llgetthekidsonyour

waybackhome.Leoalsogoestothesameschool

Dude"sheexclaimed."I'vebeenjoggingAmanda"i

said."iknow,itoojustcamebackfromamorning

jog.Justgetyourassonthatcarseatanddrive.

MeetmeatEdgars,isawsomeawesomejeans

there"shesaidthenhungup.Isighedthenstoodup.

"P,tellmyhusbandiwenttothemallifhehappens

tocallthehouse"iscreamed."okaysisi"petunia

screamedbackfromthelaundryroom.Itookmy

carkeysfromthedoorthentookthestaircases

downtothegarage.

.

"thesearejustordinaryjeansAmanda"isaid

sighing."Lookattheembroideryonthepockets.



Thesearenotjustanordinaryjeans.Theseare

classic,theyscreameleganceandsophistication"

sheexplainedsobeautifullylikeasellswoman."

yeahright,gotothefittingroom.Isyouralmost

invisibleassdoesn'tshowthenthesearejust

ordinaryjeans"isaid."I'llbeback"shesaidsmiling.

"itoldyou,ordinaryjeans,fromEdgarsnowlet'sget

outofhear.I'mhungry"isaidstandingupfromthe

shoesection."notyetmydear,I'mheretoshop"sge

said."Amanda,wedidshoppinginMiami,notso

longago"isaid,notfeelingsogood."thatwas

monthsago,thisisthelastweekofFebruaryCoh.

Comeon"shesaidpullingmeoutoftheshop.We

wentshoptoshop,untilicouldn'ttakeit.Wewere

walkingtowardstherestuarentjustnearthe

entrancewhenisuddenlyfeltsodizzy."areyou

okay,Coh,Coh,Coh"shekeptoncallingoutmy

name.Thenifeltmybodyhittingtheground,lights

out.

.

Iwokeupwithasplittingheadache,checkedmy

surroundings.Iwasatthehospital.Iopenedupmy



eyesfullyandsawSalvatorespeakingwithaman.

Wholookedlikeadoctor.TheywerewhisperingGod

knowswhat"Joaquin...water"isaidtryingtosit

upright."hey,you'reawake"heexclaimedcomingto

myside.Hehelpedmedrinkaglassofwater."are

youokay?"Heaskedholdingmyhand."yeah,just

thatmyheadispounding"isaidholdingit."Doctor,

canihavesometabletsforheadache?"Iasked."

MrsSalvatore,inyourconditioniwouldn'tadviseyou

totakeanypainkillersunlessyourgynec----"doc,

canihaveawordwithmywife.Yousaid,icould

takeherhome.Rught?"Alonzocutthedoctor."yes

sure,butyoumustn'tleavewithoutgettingthe

prescribedmedication.Shemusttakeitimmediately

"thedoctorsaidbeforeleaving."I'llhelpyouget

dressed"hesaid.Iwasinahospitalgown,irealized.

"whattimeisit,howlonghaveibeenhere?"Iasked

sittingupright."it'sbeenafewhours,isentAmanda

home.Shecalledmeonyourwayhere.Justrelax,

we'lltalkathome.I'llexplaineverything"hesaid

helpingmegetdressed.Hewasdressingmeuplike

iwasakid."letmesee"isaidholdinghishandto

lookathiswristwatch."Geez,it'ssolate"i



exclaimeduponseeingthetime.Itwas23pm.Which

meantI'vebeenoutforhours,ahelllotofthem."i

wassupposedtogetthekidsfromschooland----"

shhh,relax.Robgotthekidshomesafely.Everything

isfine"hesaidhelpingmeputonmyshoes."wait

herewhileigetyourmedication"hesaid,kissedmy

foreheadthenleft.

.

"icanwalkonmyownAlonzo"iscreamedashe

justscoopedmeoutofthecarafterparkinginthe

garage."stopbeingsostubborn"hekindasnapped.

"whyareyousohostiletowardsme"iaskedupset.

"I'msorry"hesaid.Hewentandputmeonthe

couchinthebathroom."youshouldn'ttakea

showeranymore,youmightslipandfall.I'llrunyou

ablooblybath"heordered."whatwouldyouliketo

eat?"Heasked."Geez,stoptreatingmelikeakid.

What'sgoingonhere?,I'mgoingcrazytryingto

figureitout.Whatisit,I'mdyingain'tI"iaskedwith

myheadbetweenmylegs."ihavecancer,don'ti.I

meanit'stheonlysensibleexplanationwiththe

pukingandswollenfeet,themoodswings.Spititout



already..please"ipleadedwithmyheadbetweenmy

legsandhandsonmyhead."No,you'renotdying.

It'snothinglikethat,you'reperfectlyfine.Andyou

haveyearsoflifeaheadofyou.Yourbodyjustgot

dehydratedfromthestrenuousactivitiesyou'vebeen

indulgingin.You'reperfectlyfine"hesaid,ilookinto

hiseyesandicouldtellthathewaslying."isit?"I

askedandhenodded."sothenwhydoifeellike

you'rehidingsomethingfromme?"Iaskedfrowning.

Hesighed,"youtrustmedon'tyou?"Heaskedandi

nodded."withmylife"iadded."thentrustmeon

thisonetoo,takeabath,I'llgoandgetyou

somethingtoeat"hesaid.Inodded,"iloveyou"he

saidthenkissedmyforehead.Itookoffmyclothes

andgotintothebathingtub.Heonlyleftwheniwas

comfortablysitteddown.

.

Iworemylongsilkynightdressandagownand

sleepers.Iwassittingonthebedeatingandhewas

busymassagingmyfeet."Ihavesomethingthati

wanttotellyou"hefinallysaidafterawhile."isit

serious,urgent?"Iasked."No"hesimplyanswered.



"thenyoucantellmeinthemorning,it's1am.I'm

tired.Ijustwanttosleepandohmytablets"isaid

puttingthetrayonthesidestand."I'llgoandget

them"hesaid.Hecamebackwiththeminhishand

alongwithaglassofwater.Itookthemwith

questioningeyesbutdidn'tsayanything.Hewent

andtookashowerthencamebacktobed.

.

Iwokeupwiththefeelingthatsomeonewas

starringatme,iopenedupmyeyesandfoundhim

starringatme."goodmorningbabywami"isaid

smiling.""hi"hesimplysaid."ineedtogetthekids

readyforschool"isaid."theyalreadyleft,it's9am"

hesaid.Isatupright,"whydidn'tyouwakeme"i

askedconfirmingthetimeonthewall."youneed

yourrest"hesaid."I'lljustgoandtakeashower"i

saidstandingupandputtingmysleeperson."no

showers,remember"hesaid."relax,I'mnotgoing

tofall"isaid."isaidnoshowersCora"hesaid."

Geezokay"iexclaimedsoangrily.Iwentandtooka

bath.Gotdressedupinmytracksuitsandsleepers.

Hewasalreadydressedup,thebedwasmade"



aren'tyougoingtoworktoday?"Iasked."No,sit

downweneedtotalk"hesaid."okay,whatisit"he

asked."justpromisemethatyouwon'tstress,you'll

keepaclearmind.Youwon'tdoanythingstupid"he

saidthesethingsallatonce."nowyou'rescaring

me"isaidalarmed."relax,everythingisgoingtobe

fine"hesaid."okaywhatisit"iasked."we'regoing

haveababy"hesaid."mhhsaythatagain"iasked

blinkingafewtimes,eyebrowsraised."we'regoing

tohaveababy,you'repregnant"hesaidwitha

frown."you'rekiddingright?"Iaskedgigglingloudly

butidoublecheckedhisfacialexpressionandhe

lookeddeadserious."I'mpregnant?,buthow?"I

asked,heartthundering."you'refourmonths

pregnant,ithinkithappenedthatnightwe

reconciled"hesaid."how,howwhenitookthe

morningafterpills.Ididtakethem,remember?"I

askedaskedstandingup."yesiwastheonewho

boughtthemthatmorningbutyouknowthese

thingsain't100%accurate."Hesaidwalkingtowards

me."ijusthadmycyclethismonth...i,i,didn'tfor

thepastthreemonths.Butican'tbepregnant,there

mustbeamisunderstanding"isaid,moreliketalking



tomyselfthoughtfully."youwerenotsupposedto

bleedCora,thinkaboutit.Itonlylastfot48hoursor

less"hesaid."howcould'vebeensostupid,three

wholecyclesmissedandiwasn'taware"isnapped

angrily."Hey,it'sokay.Stopstressing.Ithinkyour

Godwantedustohavethisbaby.Weshouldbe

happy,I'mhappy.I'mgoingtobeafatheragain"he

saidholdingmeintohisarms."thedoctorsaidthe

bleedingwascausedbythehoggingandstress.

You'vebeenstressedaboutMiralately,ijustdidn't

realiseitwasthatdeep.Healsosaidtgatyour

wombisweaksinceyouknowallthethingsithas

gonethrough.Thisisgoingtobecriticalpregnancy,

wemustkeepthelevelsofstressinglow."hesaid,i

angrilygotawyfromhim."thenit'snotokay,it'snot

okay.It'snevergoingtobeokay.Whydidihaveto

bepregnant,ican'tbepregnant"isaidangrily."i

begyoutocalmdown"hesaid.Hewalkedcloserto

meandhuggedmeagain."itoldyouidon'twant

anotherbaby,thekidsarestillsoyoungandiam

goingtostartworkingsoon.Thisiswrong...rhen

whatifwhathappenedtoXola,whathappenedto

Micealalsohappenstothisone.Iwon'tbeableto



survivethisSalvatore,iwon't,ican'tbepregnant"i

saidcryinginhisarms."Vincenzoisgoingtobe

okay,he'sgoingtolive.Nothingisgoingtohappen

toourlittleboy"hesaidholdingmetightly."

Vincenzo"iaskedpullingaway."it'saboy,hisname

meansaconqueror.He'sourlittleconquer"hesaid

puttinghishandonmytummy,whichlookednothing

ofa4monthspregnantwomen."heconqueredthe

jogging,thenightclubs,alcohol."Hesaidkneeling

down,ichuckledwipingawaymytears."sowe

haveLorenzoandVincenzo?"Iaskedchuckling."

Lorenzowillbesothrilled,finallyhe'sgettingatwin

brother"hesaidlookingupatme.Ilaughedalittle.
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Salvatore'spov

.

"icanseethatshe'sstressed,freakedoutand

frustrated.Justtryingtobecalm"isaidtoKevinas

wewereinmyoffice.Oneweeklaterafterwefound

outaboutthepregnancy."Givehertimeman,isee

youstressed.Ifyou'repanickingthenhowcanyou



expecthertobecalm?"Heasked."I'mafraidifi

leaveheraloneforevenoneminute,shemightdo

somethingstupid.YouknowhowstubbornCoracan

be"isaidleaningbackwardsonmychair,sighed."

seemslikeyou'vefoundyourmatch"hesaid

laughing."thisisnotfunnyman,letmejustgo

homeandcheckifeverythingisokay"isaidstanding

up."Kongsityourwhiteassdown"hesaid

seriously."ifshe'stheonewhoforcedyoutocome

toworkthenthinkwhat'sgoingtohappenifyougo

backhomesoearly.She'llgetangryunnecessarily.

She'llgetstressedoutfornoreasonatall,andthat's

goingtoaffectyourbabyman.Womanliketothink

they'renotsick,justpregnant.Theylikebeing

spoiledbutwhenyoustartoverdoingthings.That's

treatingthemlikebabies,yourwifeismature

enoughtoknowwhat'sgoodforherandthebaby.

Relaxandletherhandlethings"hesaid,isatdown.

"nowthatourmeetingisadjourned,I'lltakemy

leave.Donotgohomeearly"hewarnedmeonce

again."iheardyouthefirsttimeman"isaid."okay,

seeyouaroundmotherfucker.Orwhatwasit,oh'

kidsfucker'.Begoodman"hesaidlaughing."we



shallseewho'sgoingtohavethelastlaughyou

dick"isaidchuckling.

.

Cora'spov

.

"theweddingisnothappeninganytimesoonguys.If

youthinkthatI'mgoingtogettinginmywhite

weddinggownwithaparachutepullingmeforward

justforgetit.It'snothappening"isaidfirmlybutall

theydidwaslaugh."Cohyourpumpisbarelyvisible,

yourhaveaflattummyyoupussy"Amandacursed."

that'sbecauseiwasn'ttakingthehorrible

medications,thisthingwillpop,anywaysthe

weddingdateisnotfinalizedyet.Whichmeansican

waitforyears"isaid.Wewerehavingteainmyliving

room,allmyfriendsjustcameandbomberedme

withweddingmagazines."hereiwasthinkingiwas

goingtobematronofhonourinJune"Esihlesaid

thensighedheavily."youwish,I'mthebestfriend

here.Igettobematronofhonour"Amandasaid."

Cora,who'syourbestfriendexactlybecauseI



thoughtiwasyourbestfriend"Siweasked.Theyall

laughedloudly,"youguysaresosilly."Isaidshaking

myhead."onaseriousnothough,whenisthe

weddingday.Iwanttomakesurethatmy

bridesmaid'sattirefitsperfectly.Unlikethelasttime

youhijackedus.Whatwasthehurryforagain?""

Priyaasked."weweresoinlove,wecouldn'twait

anylonger.Sowhynotgetmarriedwithintwodaysif

youcanaffordto?"Iaskedshruggingmyshoulders.

"Yesgirl,that'smybestfriendeveryone"Amanda

said,icouldn'thelpbutlaugh."actuallymyhusband

andIhaven'treallytalkedaboutthewedding.I'lltalk

tohimtonightthengetbacktoyouguystomorrow.

Bytheway,Ain'tsomeofyousupposedtobeat

work?"Iaskedfrowning."there'ssomethingcalled

adayoff,it'smorebeneficialifyouworkasyour

ownhusband'sPA"siweksaidthenwelaughed."

andyouAmanda?"Iasked."there'ssomething

called'callinginsick'especiallyifyouworkunder

yourcrusher"Amandasaid,nowthatwashilarious.

"finallysheadmitsit,isawthatguystaringatyour

almostinvisibleass.Butyoubitchkeptdenyingit"i

saidloudly."heynotsoloudwhatifmyhusband



findsout,he'ssurelynotgoingtoletmecontinue

workingthere"Amandasaidlookingaround."Mike

isnothere"Divyasaid."thesewallshavegoteyes

andears"Amandasaid."howiwishihadsomeone

crushingonme,thatninjawarriorhasgotgirls

staringathimwhereverhegoes"Esihlesaid.Now

thatonecouldcallherhusbandanythingrelatedto

ChineseorJapaneseeventhoughTiaxiangwas

Korean."evenI'vegotgirlsflirtingwithmyhusband

butitdoesn'tbothermeanymorebecausehe'sgot

hiseyesonme"Priyasaidsmiling."Luckyyou"i

shortlysaid."ifthisisaboutthat360degreeswhore

thengetoveritalready.Doyouknowhowmany

timesRajeshcheatedonme?.Plusyousaidit

yourselfthemanwasdrunkandfrustrated"Divya

asked."that'snoexcuse,butitellyouonething

guys.Lethimsleeparoundagain,I'llalsodothe

same.Iswearonmyunbornbaby"isaidseriously."

whoa,calmdown"Amandasaid.Iinhaledand

exhaled,"good,nowbacktothewedding"Siwe

said....

.



Myfriendsleftlater,thekidscamebackfromschool

andihelpedLorenzowithhishomework.Ifeltlike

havingpizzasoiorderedonefordinner,gave

petunia300randnotestopaythedeliveryguywhen

hearrives.Iwentintoourroomandlieddown,was

wokenuplaterbysomeonekissingmycheek.I

openedupmyeyesandfoundhimstarringdownat

me."youlooksopeacefulwhenyou'reasleep"he

saidremovingthestrandsofhairoffmyface.Isat

upright,"you'reback"isaidrubbingmyeyes."what

timeisit"iaskedlookingatthewallanditwas5pm,

"Madridmustbeherealready"isaidgettingoffthe

bed."shegothere5minutesago,washyourface

andlet'sgo"hesaid.Iwenttothebathroomanddid

justthat.Madridwasoursignlanguagetutor.

Everybodyathomewaslearning,includingthe

nanniesRobinsonexceptforthesecurities.Wehad

ouronehoursessionsthenhaddinner,welllikei

expectedtheyallendeduphavingpizza.Thekids

werelyinginourbedasireadthemabedtimestory,

justaftertheytooabath."onceuponatimethere

wasateenytinywomanwholivedinateenytiny

house.Onedaytheteenytinywomanputonher



teenytinybonnetandwentoutofherteenytiny

housetotakeateenytinywalk.Theteenytiny

womanhadonlygoneateenytinywaywhenshe

cametoateenytinygate.Theteenytinywoman

openedtheteenytinygateandwentintoateenytiny

garden.Nowinthisteenytinygardentheteenytiny

womanbegantopicksometeenytinybeans.She

puttheminherteenytinybasket.Thentheteenytiny

womanfoundateenytinybone.theteenytiny

womanputtheteenytinyboneintoherteenytiny

pocketandranhome.Thentheteenytiny---"they're

sleepingalready"Salvatorewhispered."Ohh"i

exclaimedthensmiled.Putthebookonontheside

stand,Salvatoreputhisheadonmyshoulderthen

puthishandonmytummy."icouldn'thaveasked

foranythingbetterthanthis"hesaid."Thankyou"he

said."forwhat?"Iasked."forgivingmesucha

wonderfulfamily,whatelsecanamanaskfor.I

haveeverythingI'veeverdreamedof.Ineverthought

i'deverfindaperfectwomanlikeyou.Never

imaginedmyselfbeingsomebody'sparent.Allthe

responsibility,afamilyicouldcallmyown.You

makeeverythingsoeasyandiwanttostayherein



thismomentwithallofyou"hesaid."you'resaying

thankyoutothewrongperson,youshouldthank

God...youknowwheniwasalittleiusedtopicture

somethinglikethisbutthisisactuallymoreperfect.

Senzo,Connie,CharlesandIusedtoplayfamiliesbut

thenlifehappened.Istoppeddreamingandfocused

moreonrealitythatwasstarringbackatme.A

husband,marriage,family,kidsandallthat's

inbetweenshovedaway.It'sagiftfromGodtofind

somethingsosacredandrare.Iguesshealways

hasplanBjustwhenwethinkthingscouldn'tget

anyworse"isaidthensighed.Westayedlikethatfor

whatfeltlikeeternity.Youknowitwaslikewatching

thesunrise,listentothesingingbirds,thebeautyof

thenatureinthewildernesssomewhereinParadisè.

Somethingthatcouldonlybedescribed

immaculatelyinmovies,somethingsoforeignbut

yetsogooood.It'sliketherealisationoffalling

inlovewiththerightpersonattherighttime.Youfeel

likeyouhavethewholeworldinthepalmofyour

hand.

.



Inthemorning

.

"I'vebeenmeaningtotalktoyouaboutourwedding"

isaidaswewereinthebathingtub,wejusthadour

morningglory.Itwassomewherearound10amand

thekidshadlonggonetoschool,iwasleaningon

hischest."whatisit?"Heaskedaskedholdingmy

handandmovinghisthumbonmycleardiamond

ring."itoldabouttheweddingnotbeingrecognised

bytheMaphumuloancestorsright?"Iasked."sowe

havetodothingstherightwaythistime"iadded."

therightway,how?"Heasked."youknowthewhole

Lobolathingandtraditionalwedding,idon'tknow

butfathersaidit'sneccesarysotheancestorscan

guideandprotectme.Allthemishapsmightgo

away"isaid."Sohowisthisreallydone"heasked."

idon'tknow,askTiaxiangorMbutho"isaid

shruggingmyshoulders."Mbuthowasalready

marriedwhenwemetandiwasn'tpartofTiaxiang's

Lobolathingandihearditdifferswithfamilies"he

said."howaboutyougodowntodurban,talkto

Dadabouteverything"iaskedturningaroundto



facehim."andleaveyouallalonehere?"Heasked.

"notthisagain,justgodownthereandaskabout

thedarnthing.Geezstoptreatingmelikeakid,i

cantakecareofmyself"isaidangrilygettingoutof

thetub.Itookatowelandwrappeditaroundmy

body.Hefoundmecryingincloset,iwasbusy

searchingforsomethingtowear.Soangrily"whatis

it?"Heaskedaskedholdingmyhands."leavemy

hands"isaidtryingtogetaway.Buthetightenedhis

gripuntilIgottiredoffightinghim."iknowthatthis

isnothustaboutmerefusingtoleaveyoualone.

Whatisit?"HeaskedsearchingforGodknowswhat

inmytearyeyes."yesit'snot,it'snotI'mscared

okay.I'mscared,ican't.Ican'tgetthisthoughtout

ofmymind"isaidfastly."whatthought?"Heasked.

"thatVincemightleavemetoo,that'swhyiwantto

seteverythingrightwiththeancestors.Dadsaid

they'requestioningmywhereaboutbecauseIwas

notsentoffaccordingly.Idon'tbelieveinallthis,

butI'mshitscared.Idon'twanttoloseanotherbaby,

whydon'tyouunderstand?"Iaskedblinkingafew

times.Heletgoofmyhands,"youknowwhatmight

killthisbaby,it'syoustressingoutfornoreasonat



all"hesaidaftersometime."don'tsaythat"isaidin

ahorseylittlevoice."Sorry"heshortlysaid."I'llgo

todurbannextweek,ihavealotofmeetingsthis

week.We'llfixeverythingthat'sworryingyoubefore

he'sevenborn.Ipromise"hesaidthenkissedmy

lipsslightly."nowpleasestopcrying"hesaid

wipingoffmytearsandgivingmeafaintsmile."

Thankyou"isaidthehuggedhim.

.

9dayslater

.

IwasimpatientlywaitingforSalvatoretoringthe

doorbellashewasonhiswayhome.Everybodywas

asleepandiwassittinginfrontofthetelevision,

havingtheawfulpopcorn.Hewascomingbackfrom

Durban,beengoneforthepasttwodaystoask

aboutthelobala.Finallythegaragedoor'sopening

soundwasheard.Irushedtowardsthedoorthat

leadtothestaicasesthatleadtothegarageasif

someoneorsomethingwaspushingme."So?"I

askedashegotoutofthecar.Healmostfrozeto



death."Fuck,youscaredme.Whyarenotsleeping?"

Heaskedholdinghischest."Sowhatdidhesay?"I

asked.Hesmiled,andclosedthedoor."let'sgo

upstairs,we'lltalkwhileieatandtakeashower"he

saidputtinghisarmaroundmywaist.Wewalked

upstairssidebyside.

.

"that'sridiculous,tencows?"Iexclaimed

unbelievingly."what?,tencowsissuchasmall

amountI'mactuallywillingtopaymorethanthat"he

said."youmustbejoking,I'mnotsomepropertyyou

canjustbuyandown.Thisisutternonsese,I'll

speaktoDadaboutthis.Thepriceistoohigh"isaid

searchingformyphoneinmygownpockets."hey,

comeon.Letmetellyouthewholething,wehaven't

reachedtheweddingpartbutyetyou'recomplaining.

Comeiwanttoshower"hesaidpullingmebymy

hand.

.igraduatedwhenmytummywasstillsosmall,it

wasjustasmallbabybump.Ilookedgoodinmy

gown.Momwassoproud,evendad.Grandmaand

grandpamadeitjusttocongratulatemeinperson.



Soidecidedthatiwasgoingtostartworkingwhen

thekidswerealittlemoreolder.Working12hoursa

dayhassmallchancesofaparentbeingapresent

parent.Iwantedtobethere,seevincenzotalk,take

hisfirststeps,crawl,gettingnaughtyandallthat.

Sinceicouldn'tseemuchwhenthetwinswere

younger.Iwasgoingtostartworkingonceheturned

twoyearsoldbythenthetwinswouldbe6and

Lorenzo9.

Onmonthsixofmypregnancythelobolawaspaid,

wetraditionallygotmarriedonmonth7.Itwasso

beatifulandfun,actuallymyfriendsandihandtogo

andliveatmygrandparent'shomeforthewedding.

Itwasahorriblebutyetfunexperience.Mindyou

wesleptinoneroundhouse.Salvatoreactuallypaid

15cowsinsteadof10.

.

"juniorwon'tstopkicking,myfeetareswollen,my

noseishuge,ican'tevenseemypussy,ican'tstand

thesmellofeggs.Andyou'rebusytellingmecalm

down?.Didn'tisaynoeggsinthishouse?"Iasked

angrily.Theywerefryingeggsinthekitchenandthe



wholehousesmeltlikelabourwardforchickens.I

was8monthsandheavilypregnant.Theyallkept

quitebutthenburstedintolaughing,Salvatoreand

histhreekids."mommyispregnant"Maiasaid

laughing,shewasbusyclappinghertinylittlehands.

Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes.Icouldn'tunderstand

whethersheunderstoodwhatshewassayingorjust

childish."I'mgoingout,I'llleaveyoualone.With

yourthreestupidkids,yourstupideggsinyour

stupideggs.I'mneverreturning,rascals"isaidthen

foundmywaydownthestaircasesthatleadtothe

garageaftertakingmycarkeys."hey,it'snotmy

fault.Miracleloveseggs,soiboughtthemforher.

Youknowhowihaveasoftspotforher"hesaid

followingme."Gotthatsir,nowI'mleaving"iangrily

said."whereareyougoingto?"Heasked."

anywherebuthere,inthisdisgustingstinkng,

godforsakenstupid,annoyingsmelly,fuckingdamn

house"ishouted,actualthatwasalotlottosay

becauseitleftmerunningoutofbreath."okay,i

don'tthinkthat'sfairontheinnocenthouserather

takeyourfrustrationsonme.Theonewhobought

thehouse.Youcan'tjustinsultourbeautifullyhome



likethat"hesaidsmilingbutiwasn't,iwasdead

damnserious."fuckyouandyoursocalled

beautifullyhouse"I'mleavingforforever"isaid

openingthedoor."wait,wheredoyouwanttodoit"

heaskedclosingthedoor."Dowhat?"Iaskedloudly.

"thefucking,onthecarbonnet.Rememberthat

day?"Heaskedthenlaughed."icouldjustcutyour

throatrightnow,you'resoperverted"isaid

unbelievingly."okaymaybethatwasn'tsofunnybut

canibeyourchauffeurforthedayma'am?"He

askedextendinghishandinacharmingmanner."

suityourself"isaidangrilyputtingthecarkeyson

hishand.Iwentandopenedthebackdoorfor

myself.Hecloseditandgottothedriver'sseat."

wheretoma'am?"Heasked."tohell,howabout

that?.Justdrivethedamncar,iwanttogetoutof

here"isaid."yesma'am"hesaidthenchuckled.

.

I'mwrappingupthestoryguys
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.

Iwasonmonth9ofmypregnancy,infactiwas

waitingfordays.Hecouldcomeoutanytimeandi

wasscared,I'veneverreallybeeninthelabourward.

Ihadthreekidsalreadybutididn'thavetopush

whileiscreamed.Iwasbusymakingpreparations

formywhiteweddingwhichwasscheduledfor

November1st.Ihadjustcameoutofthewedding

planner'soffice,alittlebitoutoftime.Withevery

newalterationineededdone,I'djustgotohimand

we'ddiscussthedetails.Iwantedeverythingtobe

absolutelyperfect,that'swhyiarguedthatthe

weddingshouldtakeplaceonNovember1st.Theni

would'veexercisedenoughtofitperfectlyinmy

weddinggown.Robinsonwasdrivingmeto

Joaquin'soffice.Wegotthenanhourlater,thesun

wasscorchinghotinJohannesburg."thankyou,you

cangobackhomenow.Getrestbeforetopickup

thekidsfromschool"isaidaftergettingoutofthe

car."andhowareyougoingtogethomema'am?"

Heasked."I'mheretoseemyhusband,remember?"

Iaskedchuckling."ohh,haveagreatdayma'am"he



saidbeforeleavinggettingtothedriver'sseatand

drivingoff.Itookoutmyphonefrommyhandbag

andwalkedtowardstheentranceofhotelParadisè.

Theasheropeneddoorforme,iwalkedstraightto

Bianca.OnewomenI'dneverforget,shewassorude

tomeonmyfirstdaytohotelParadisè.Thefirst

dayimetmyhusband,"GoodmorningMrs

Salvatore"shesaidsmiling."Hi,wherecanifind

myhusband?"Iasked."MrSalvatoreiscurrentlyina

meetingrightnow,doyouhaveanappointment?"

Sheaskedafterlookingathercomputer."ibelievei

don'tneedanappointmenttoactuallyseemyown

husband.Forgetaboutthat,I'llactuallywaitinhis

office"isaidthenwalkedtowardstheelevators.It

tookmetothesecondfloorwheretherewere

offices.Iwalkedoutandwalkedtowardsmy

husband'sofficewhichwasthefirstthingyousay

aheadthehallway.Justthatitwasthelastoffice.

HisPAopenedthedoorformeandisetofthe

couch,wellisetthereforalmosttwohours.

.

"whatareyoudoinghere?,didn'tweagreethatyou'd



bestayingathome.It'snotsafeforyoutobe

walkingaroundanymore"hesaid,glancingathis

wristwatchacoupleoftimes.Thentotheoneon

thewall,hehadafileinhishands.Hiswaswearing

abluesuit,whiteshirt,thelasttwobuttons

unbuttoned.Helookedextrahandsome."Helloto

youtoo"isaidslowly."Sorry,howareyouandhow

ismylittleboyhere"hesaidsaidkissingmy

foreheadthensittingdownnexttome.Heputhis

handonmytummy.Vincenzostartedkickinglikehe

alwaysdidwhenhisfathertouchedmytummy."i

don'tknowwhetheryoutwoaregoingtogetalong

orhehatesyourguts"isaidsmiling."youshould've

called,ihavebacktobackmeetingtoday.Ihavea

meetingwithinanhour"hesaidplayingwithmy

tummy.Hewasbusyliftingupmydress,healways

wantedtoseethetummystraightly."wemissedyou

"isaidputtingmyhandontopofhis,Vincekicked

onemoretime.Igiggledabit,"iknowyouwouldn't

havetraveledallthewayfromhometoherejust

becauseyoumissme.Iirritateyou,youhatethe

maresiteofmewellofcourseifwe'renotfucking.

Theonlytimeyousayiloveyouiswhenyouwant



mygiantcucumber"hesaidtakingmyhandand

puttingitonhisgiantcucumber."stopit"isaid

giggling.Healwaysdidthattoarouseme,itworked

likemagicsinceiwaspregnant.Ievencriedand

beggedforit,sometimeshe'djustteasemeand

leaveme.Hesaiditwastheonlywayhecould

punishmeforalltheshoutingandcursing.Some

nightsi'dkickhimoutoftheroomjustbecauseI

couldn'tstandthesmellofhisMoisturizer,itwas

crazy."Icameheretoshowtothese,okay"isaid

openingmybagandcomingoutwithourwedding

planningdiary."Now,I'vecometomyfinaldecision.

Iwantthispillowcasedesignedcake.Insteadof

thatCinderelladesignedone"isaidshowinghimthe

pictureswhichwereattachedtothediary."itoldyou

thatthatCinderelladesignedcakewassochildish

andsmallandglittery"hesaid."yesbutithada

meaningbehindit,yourescuedme.You'remyprince

charming"isaidsmiling."nowifit'sso...what

aboutthisone.Whatdoesitmean"heasked

brushingmytummy."it'sforallthetearsishedon

athousandpillows.Butthenyoucamealongand

wipedthem.allthesmilesandblisswesharedinour



bedroom.Forallthemoments,minutesspentlying

onthepillowsjustlookingintoeachotherseyes.If

pillowscouldtalkI'msureourstorywouldbe

endless"isaidlookingintohiseyes.Hestaredback

intomine,foramomenttherewewentintoourown

littleworld."nowthat'sbetter,Cinderellastoryis

suchacliche.TheCakeofpillows,nowthat's

unique.I'maddingthattomyspeech"hesaid

smiling."haveyoudecidedonthesuityet?"Iasked.

"I'vegonethroughafewones,I'lltalktomytailor

guytonight"hesaid.Hewashavinghesuittailore

madeallthewayfromitaly.Whichmeanthehadto

gothereformeasurementsandiwasmydresswas

gettingdesignedbytheladywhodesigned

Amanda'sdress.Sheknewherstory."letmego

throughmyfileonemoretime.Hesaidstandingup

walkingtowardshisdesk."Momsaysshe'sgoingto

takeatwomonthspaidleaveafterthebabyisborn.

Shenevergototakecareofhergrandchildrenwhile

theywereyoung.IthinkVinceisgoingtobethe

mostspoiledkidever"isaidpullingdownmydress

andputtingmyhandonmytummy."you're

absolutelywrong,ithinkMiraisgoingtobethemost



spoiledone.Everyoneasksabouther"hesaid."

evenyouspoilher,youalwaysspareherwhenever

shemakesmistakes"isaid."she'sjustsocute,i

can'thelpmyself"hesaidthesighed.Ijust

laughed...."I'lltakemyleavenow"isaidglancingat

mywristwatch.It'sbeen40minutes,hewasgoing

throughhisfilewhilewetalked.Ijustfeltlikea

destruction."letmecallRobtobringthecarinthe

front"hesaidpickinguphistelephone."ummh...i

mighthavesentRobhome"isaidfiggitatingwithmy

fingers."soyouweregoingtotakeataxi?"Heasked

standingup."it'snotsuchabigdeal"isaid."yesit

is,itisabigdealwhenyou'recarryingmychildand

youstillwanttotakeataxi"hesnapped."whyare

youshouting,I'mnotyourkid.Youcan'tjustshout

atme"isaidangrilystandingup."icandowhatever

ilike,whatdoyouexpectfrommewhenyoubehave

like---"mywaterSalvatore"isaidlookingdown."

I'mstilltalking,youwilldrinkwaterlater.Liste---"

Shutup,mywaterjustbroke"isaidloudly."your,

what?.YourwaterjustbrokeCora"hesaid,eyes

poppedout."Mywaterjustbroke"imurmured,

heartracing."whatdowedo"heaskedstillstanding



inthesameposition."I'llcallanambulance"he

addedtakinghiscellphone."there'snotimeforthat

goddamnit,justtakemetothehospital.Ouch,aah"i

criedoutloudholdingmyabdomen."don'tmove"he

saidwalkingtowardsme.Hepickedmeup..."does

ithurt?.Whendiditstart?I'msureyoumust've

ignoredthelabourpains"hesaidashewasdrivini.I

wassittingonthefrontseatwhichwaspulled

backdown."isn'ttoosoon,I'msupposedtogive

birthonthe13th."Iaskedinhalingandexhaling.

Actually,ihadfeltthepainsinthenight,butiignored

it.Rubbedafreezeburnuntilitdieddown.Theway

weexitedthehotelwithmescreaming,thatscene

wassogoingtolast.

.

8hourslater

.

Iwasinhalingandexhalingwhileiwalkedaround

likeacrazywomen.IwasinmyownLabourward.

Thenursewouldcometocheckhowfarmy

constructionshavegonethenwalkout.Salvatore



rantoGodknowswhereafterhegottiredofmy

screams,stranglesandslaps.Everytimethepain

wouldcomeback,i'dcurseandslaphim.Iwasalone

intheward,thegownihadwornearlieronthefloor.

Thechairmoved,iwasnakedlyrearranging

everythingintheroom.Afterthepaindiesdowni'd

puteverythingbackinplace."Ahh,fuckfuckfuck"i

screamedpullingmyhair.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

.

IwaswithDadandAmandainthewaitingroom,

whowereliterallylaughingatme."here,havea

look"Amandasaidgivingmehermirror.Ilookedat

myrearrangedhairstyle.Myredface,"iswearI've

nevermetacrazywomenlikeher"isaidfixingmy

hair.She'stheonlywomanwho'dhitme,curseand

I'dlettolerateherbutthedayitwasjusttoomuchto

handle.We'vebeensittingthereforhours.Around

8pmwesawafewmorenursesandher

gynecologistwalkingtoherward.Ilefttherethree



hoursback."What'sgoingon?"Iaskedfollowing

them."it'stime"shesaidclosingthedoor.Icould

hearhercryingandscreamingwhiletheybeggedher

topush.Anhourlatershescreamedoutlouderthan

evertheniheardababycrying.Iwaspacinginfront

ofherward,ipausedabitalisten.

.

"congratulationMrSalvatore,yourwifehasgiven

birthtoonehealthybabyboy"thedoctorsaidgetting

outoftheward30minuteslater."caniwalkin"

askedsmiling."ofcourse"shesaid.Thenurses

followedafterherwithatrollyofbloodcovered

shirts.Iwalkedin,shehadVincenzoinherarms.

Shewassmilingdownathim."Hey...caniseehim"i

askedwalkingtowardsthem.Shelookedatmethen

backatthebaby."youcanholdhim"shesaid

handingmeoverthetinylittleVincenzowhowas

coveredinasmallhospitalblanket.Iheldhiminto

myeyesforthefirsttime,unveiledhisface.Itwas

tomatoredandtiny."he'ssotinyandbeautiful"i

saidsmilingwhilelookingupathim.Hehadhiseyes

closed,"he'ssobeautifulthathe'smakingyoucry"



Corasaidlookingatme.Itouchedmyface,my

cheekswewet."Thankyoumyheartbeat,thankyou

forsuchapricelessgift"isaidholdingherhand.

Shejustsmiled,thedoctorcameandtookthe

Vincenzoforalltheprocedures/checkupthathe

neededtogothrough.

.

DadandAmandacameintoseethebaby,Cora

forcefullysentmehomearound12am.Butimadeit

backthere,earlyinthemorning.Ifoundher

breastfeedinghim,"goodmorning.Ibroughtthe

clothesyouaskedfor.Andiboughtyousome

goodiesandthese"isaidputtingthebaby'sbag,

pasticofnicethingsandabunchoftulipsonthe

couch."canhesuck,he'sjustsotiny.Ishefine?"I

askedaskedtryingtogetafullviewonhisface."I'm

starttofeeljealous.He'sgettingalltheattention"

shesaid.Ikissedherforehead,"youknowyou'remy

numberoneafricanqueen"isaidbrushingherhair,

shesmiled."howaremytrios"sheasked."they

wantedtoskipschoolandcomehere,I'mworried

theymightwanttotakethebabyintotheirarms.



Theymuststayasfaraspossiblefrommylittleboy

"hesaidsaid."nowidon'tthinkourlittledrama

queenisgoingtobepleasedbythat"shesaid."

Maiawillhavetodealwithit,she'sagrownass

woman"isaidsolemnly.Shelaughedbutendedup

wincinginpain."areyouokay,what'swrong?"I

askednotknowingwhattodo."Nojokes"shesaid

aftersometime."ithinkVincevandalisedmyvalley

offire.Ithurts"shesaid,"nojokes,sorry.Iwasjust

tryingtomakeyoulaugh.Youseemtooserious"i

saidkissingherforehead."mystatedoesn'tallow

metolaugh.Heteareditup,canyoubelievethathe

weighs3,90kg."Shesaidunbelievingly....

.

Cora'spov

.

Myfriendsandhisfriendscametoseeusaround

3pm,iaskedLorenzotoletmytrioscomebuthe

plainlyrefusedduetotheinsanereasonthatthey

mighthurthislittleboy.Momwasgoingtocome

overtheweekend,herleavegotapprovedforthe



followingmonth.Whichifoundverycrazy,ijust

didn'tunderstandwhyshe'dtakealeave.Imeanshe

could'vealwaysvisitedthekidsonweekendsand

holidays.GrandmotherandGrandpaweregoingto

comeontheweekendtoo,EllenandKendracameto

seemetoo.Kendratookafewpicturestoshowto

Lorenzo,thosetwowerebestfriendslikebestbest

friends.Everythingwasgood,oursonwashealthy

andlively.Weweregoingtogetdischargedwithina

fewdays.Everythingwasperfect,itwasathursday

andiwasalonewithVincenzowhentheshe-devil

walkedin."Hi"shesaidsmiling,shelookedskinny.

Wellskinnierthanthelasttimeisawher."Nomsa

pleaseleavemywardbeforeIscream"isaid."

pleasejusthearmeout,justonce"shepleaded."

No,idon'twanttohearit.Getoutofhere"isnapped.

"Imsorryforthewayibehavedandforthethingsi

said.Pleaseforgivemeformytrespasses"shesaid.

"I'llneverforgiveyou,justgetoutofhere.Youdon't

deservemyforgiveness"iscreamedangrily."Corai

amsorry---"what'sgoingonhere?"Salvatoreasked

ashewalkedin."pleasegetheroutofhere"isaid."

youheardher,pleaseleaveusinpeace"hesaid."



Son,ijustwantedtoseemygrandsonjustonce"she

said,playingvictim."you'renotgoingtoseeoreven

touchmyson.Youwanttocallhimnamestoo,you

hadnorighttocallmykidsillegitimate.Getout,just

getoutofhere"isnappedholdingmysoncloserto

mychest."pleasegivemeAnotherchance,one

morechance"shepleaded."Nomsaplease,mywife

hasnotrecoveredyet.Shedoesn'tneedthis.Just

getout"Salvatoreaskedonemoretime.Shewalked

outwithatailbetweenherlegs."thenerveof

thatwoman"hesaidthenclickedhistongue."how

areyou,iboughtyoulunch"hesaidwalkingtowards

us."whatisit"iasked...

.
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.

Onafridaywegotdischarged,onasartudaywe

weregoingtogothetheCatholicchurchforthe

babynamingandbaptism."doyouthinkMaiaand

Miracleshouldalsohavethisnamingceremony.I



justdon'tthinkit'sfairthattheydidn'tgetbaptized

accordingtoyourtraditionalwhilebothoftheboys

will"isaidasiwasbathingtheVincenzoinhis

nursaryroom.Thetriowerealsotakingbathintheir

rooms."buttheiroldnowandbesidesthatthey

havenames"hesaid."LorenzodidandVincenzo

does"hesaid."youknowwhatI'llspeaktoPapaand

he'llgetintouchwiththepriest.We'llstartwiththe

twins."Hesaidgivingin."I'mgoingtotakeashower

"hesaidsaidstandingupfromtherockingchair.We

putVince'scotinourroom.Hehadnonursetolook

afterhim.Iwantedtoraisehim.Doeverything,i

driedanddressedhimup.Hehadskyblueeyes

unlikehisfatherwhohadhazelblueeyes.Salvatore

saidhisgreatgrandpahadthesameeyes.Heeven

showedmepicture,ithinkVincelookslikehisfather

still.Hewassocutemorebeautifulthanhandsome.

Ipickedhimupafterwrappinghimupinwarm

blankets.Hewasn'tthetypeofkidtocryalotunlike

MaiaandMiraclewhodrovemeabsolutelynuts.He

onlycriedwhenhewashungryorwhenheneededto

changethediaper.Iwenttoourroomandputhim

onhiscot,hewasasleep.Bathinghimalwaysdid



thetrick.Iwentandtookabathsolong,Salvatore

wasstillintheshower.Istoppedbleedingtwodays

afterLabour,onlymystichesandwornoutbody

mademefeeluneasy.Ipouredmethylatedspiritand

soldinthebathtubthegotin."beforeiforgot,I'm

takingaflighttoItalyonmonday,alongwithmy

grandparents.Forthesuit,I'llmakeitbackonFriday

becauseiammeetingupwithsomeofmybusiness

associates"hesaidwrappingatowelaroundhis

body."sosoon?,Yoursonjustgotbornandyou're

travelingalready"iaskedunbelievingly."the

designerissobusyCora,theappointmentis

scheduledfortuesday.Ifimissit,itmighttakea

monthjusttogetanotherone.Theweddingisit4

months,altera---"okay,igetit.Noneedtogoany

furtherwiththedetailsofmightBes."Isaid.Hesat

ontheedgeofthetubandheldmyhand."youknow

iwouldn'tleaveifitwasn'tsoimportantand

inconvenient.I'llbebackbeforeyouknowit.I

promise"hesaidthenkissedmyhand."we'lltalk

everymorningandevening"headded."okay,maybe

I'mjustovereacting"isaidthensighed."iloveyou"

hesaid.Ilookedathimforalongtime."isaidilove



you"herepeatedonceagain."iloveyou"isaid

softly.

.

Thebaptismceremonytookplaceintheevening,

mom,hisgrandparents,familyfriendswerepresent.

EvenSalvatore'slonglosthalfbrotherswerepresent.

Theshe-devildidthegoodthingbystayingasfar

awayaspossiblefrommylittlefamily.Wewere

goingbackhomefordinner,Salvatorehiredthree

chefstopreparedinnerforus.Robinsonwasdriving

ushome,inalimousine.Itwasjustme,myhusband

andkids."Monwabisiissuchabeautifulname"

Salvatoresaid.ThatwasVincenzo'ssecondnamei

gavehim.It'smeanstheonewhobringsjoy."yeahit

is"isaidshortly.Alotwasgoingoninmymind."

mypriestandafewofmychurchmemberswill

cometomorrowafternoon.ToseeVincenzoand

prayforus.Iwantyoutobethere"isaidlookingat

him."please"iadded."ThisistoomuchCora,isn't

enoughthatihavetoattendthesebabynaming

ceremonies.Youwantmetogotochurchnow?"He

asked."it'snothinglikethat,yourfatheraskedyou



todothisasperyourfamilytraditional.I'monly

askingyouforthis,ihaven'taskedforanythingina

while.Pleasejustbethere,youcanstayforatleast

3pminutesthenleaveafterthat.Thepastorand

otherchurchmembersarealwaysaskingme

questionsaboutyou.Wbydon'tyoucometochurch

andialwayshavetomakeexcuses"isaidsoftly."

let'stalkaboutthistonightinourbedroom,not

infrontofthekids"hesaidlookingatthetriowho

wereplayingagameonmytablet.

.

Wehaddinner,iaskedsibonisoandSandilewhy

theynevercametovisitandtheymadeexcuseslike'

sincemeandtheirmotherweren'tgettingalongthey

thoughttheyshouldstayawaytoo'likemywarwas

wiyhthem.IhadjustbreastfedVincenzo,iwas

gettingundercovers.Salvatorewasalready

undercoversworkingonhislaptop."sowillyoube

heretomorrow?"Iasked."ifthat'sgoingtogetyou

offmybackthenyes"hesaidwithoutevenlooking

atme."what'sthatsuposedtomean?"Iasked

gettinginfuriated."Cora,youshouldjusttellyour



PastorthatyougotmarriedtoaKingpin.Iseller

drugs,robrichpeopleorkillpeopleforaliving.I'm

nowherenearGod"hesaid."butyoucanchange,

youdon'tneedallofthisnow.Youhaveeverything

you'veeverwanted"isaidholdinghishand."

changeissomethingthatcomeswithinone'sheart.

Pleasedon'tforceotonme"hesaid."Okfinebut

onemorething...I'vethoughtaboutit.Weagreedon

fourkidsright?"Iasked."yesso?"Heasked."i

gaveyoufive,thatyouinitiallyaskedfor.Iwas

thinkingofcuttingoffmyfallopiantubes,which

meaniwon'tevergivebirthorgotomycycle."Isaid.

Buthedidn'tsayathing.'Salvatore?"Isaidfrowning.

"it'snotabigdeal,goaheadanddothat"hesaid

thensighed."youknowwhatI'mtiredofyour

bullshit"isaidthenclickedmytongue."it'snotabig

deal,goahead...isthatallyoucouldsay?."Iasked

infuriated."okaythatcameoutbad,sorry..."hesaid

closingandputtingawayhislaptop.Hetookmy

handsintohis,"I'mjuststreasedoutaboutthisbig

projectineedtoget...whatimeantwasthat.It'sa

goodidea,we'reabigfamilynow.Youknowwhat,I'll

alsodovasectomy.I'msorryforthewayianswered"



hesaidthekissedbothmyhands."comehere"he

saidsaidpullingmeintohisembrace.

.

Soonasundaytheycameandhespentexactly

30minutesbeforemakinganexcusethathewas

goingtoameeting...."Conniesaysshe'sgoingto

comethissideaftershegraduatesandCharlesis

planningongoingoverseas.Hehasputoutafew

applicationsforinternships."Momsaidaswewere

sittingontheterracehavingteawithgrandma."you

saidCharlesisintoagriculturaldevelopmentright?"

Grandmaasked."yes,he'ssopassionateaboutit.

It'stheonlythingthathetalksabout"Momsaid."

well,heshouldcometoRomeonce.There'sthis

friendofmine,hedealswithagribusiness.I'msure

theycanlearnathingortwofromeachother."

Grandmasaid."thatwouldbegreat,he'llbeso

thrilled.Andallmyworrieswouldfadeaway,the

worldisnotsuchasafeplaceanymore.Iwas

scaredforhimtogointoaforeigncountry.Plushe's

soreserved"Momsaid."Mom,stoptreating

Charlesasifhe'sakid.He's23yearsforcryingout



loud"iexclaimedthensmiled."andasforConnie,

sheshouldgetintouchwiththeCebisa's.Mbutho

hasahugebusinessthatdealswithmarketing.Who

knowsshemightjustfindavacancyrightafter

graduating"isaid.Wesatandtalkedforawhile.

Untiliwascalledinbythetrioscreaming'thebaby

iscrying'.Theyallleftonamondaymorning,

includingmomwhowasgoingtocomeback

monthsend.Thatwasthemostboringandtiring

weekofmylife.

.

SoistoppedbreastfeedingVinceamonthlater.Got

pillstostopthemilksecretion,istartedexercising

rightwhenmystichesgotuntangledandhealed.I

usedthehomegymtwiceadaywhileistickedtothe

nonsugarstraightdiet,.Itwasworkinglikemagic.

Whithintwoweeksicouldseetheresults.inthe

meantimeihadtoworkonmywedfing,havinga

weddingplannerhelpedalot.Onthethirdmonthmy

husbandandIhiredawellknownqualifiedpersonal

trainer.Heknewhisbusiness,iwentbacktomy

normalsize32waistandsize34widehips.Allthat



bellyfatburnedout,iwasslimandreadyforthe

weddingnight.

Almost4monthslater.

.

"let'sgobitchs"isaidtomyfriends.Weweregoing

totheclub,bachelorette'spartyitwas.Sothelast

time,ididn'thaveitbutSalvatoredid.Sothistimei

wantedtodothingsdifferently,wantedtodo

everythingineverdid.WeweregoingtoclubCubic,

itwasalsooneofthebestclubsinthecity.Wegot

outguestsbookedintohotelHavanna,theywereso

manythatiftheygotbookedtohotelParadisèwhich

wasexpensiveashell.Wewould'vesufferedahuge

loss.Andbeleftwithalotofbillstopayafterthe

wedding.HotelHavannawasa20minutesdrive

fromhotelParadisè,ourguestsweremostlymy

extendingfamily.Theyeveninvitedtheirneighbors.

Arrivedinabus.Youknowhowblackpeoplecanbe.

Soonmyhusband'ssideitwashisknowfamilythen

afewfamilyfriends.IncludingChristopherRussells,



MychildhoodfriendSenzocametoo.Ibegged

Salvatoretotreathimwithkindnessandhe

promisedto.Mymom'sparentswerepresenttoo.

TheweddingreceptionwasathotelParadisè,I've

justbeenthereealiertocheck.Everythingwasgoing

asperfectasplanned,weweregoingtogetmarried

inchurchandthedecorwassettherstoo.

Everythinglookedasperfectasihavedreamedit

would.Sothereiwasinalimousinewithmygirls,it

was10ofus.Me,Amanda,Siwek,SiweS,Priyanka,

Divyanka,Esihle,Ellen,ConnieandChristopher's

dateAmber.Wewerealreadyhavingwinewhilewe

twerk,sangalongandscreamed.Anhourlaterwe

wereintheclub,wedidn'twaisttime.Justgottothe

dancefloorlikeweplannedtoo.Iwasdancingwith

mybestfriend.Weweremoreofjumpingupand

downwhiletheelectronicmusicblastedoutloudly.

Thediskoballglitteryallaround.

.

Salvatore'sPOV

.



'

"imeanidon'tcare,itrustmywifebutitwouldn't

hurtjusttocheckonherright?"Iasked,reallynot

feelingateasyaboutCoragoingoutatnight.

Withoutmeknowingherdestination,"Dudechillout,

let'sgetin"Michealsaidpullingmeinsidethehotel

roomtheybooked.Saiditwasasuprise,thefirst

thingisawwasnakedwomen.Wellwomanin

thongsandbrasandhighesthills."suprise"theguys

said."Fuck,whatisthis?"Iexclaimed."relaxman,

thisisyourlastdayasafreeman.Spenditwisely"

Mbuthosaid."I'mmarried,notsofree"isaid

showinghimtheringonmyfinger."it'snotlike

we'reallheretofuck'em.Justwatch,drinkandgo

tosleep"hesaidastheypulledmedeepinside."

Thisisthestupidestidea,Corawillliterallykillme.

Strippers,really?"Iasked."Morelikehookers"

Sandilesaid."we'reallmarried,maybeourwivesare

doingtheworstwherevertheyare.Sincetheyasked

nottobefollowedortracked"rajsaid."Okay,let's

party"isaidraisinguptheglassofwhiskywhichi

gotofferedbyoneofthehookers."TotheMarried-



bachelor"Tiaxiangsaid,itabsolutelymadenosense.

"Chairs"wesaidinunison.

[6/3,19:18]Lynne:Page99

Narrated

.

ThesunshinedthroughthewindowofC

Thesunlightrayshitthewindowsofsomemotelin

town,Coraopeneduphereyesincomplete

confusion.Shefeltalegontopofherhead,shetried

tositupbutherheadwaspoundinglikehell.Onthe

thirdattemptshefinallymanagedtoremovethe

heavylegandsitupright.Allofherfriendswere

sleepinginonebed...nowaittherewereguysthere

too.Nakedguys,imeannotfullynaked.Justthat

theywerewearingmanG-strings,therewerealot

bottlesofliquoraroundtheroom.Everybodywas

sleepingflately.Sheputherfeetdownonthecold

tilledfloorafterfinallymanagingtodigherselfoutof

thepilledbodies.Shewalkedtothebathroom,

almostfaintedafterlookatherhorrifyingimage.The



redlipstickwasoutofplace,hairstandingup.Her

weavemust'vefallensomewhereintheroom.Her

mascaraandeyelineroutofposition.Shesplashed

herfacewithwaterbutitwasn'thelpingsoshe

lockedthebathroomandfoundherselfunderthe

shower.15minuteslatershegotoutandwipedher

body.Nowshelookedrefreshedbutstillhereyes

wereswollenandhaddarkcirclesaroundthem.

Memoriesoflastnightcamerushinglikefloodsinto

herhead,theyweresodisturbingthatshefound

herselfshakingherhead.Sheputtheshortdress

shewaswearingbackonthenwalkedoutofthe

room.Everybodywasstillinthesamedrunkard

position,droolingandsnoring.Shesearchedforher

purseuntilshefoundit,searchedforherweaveand

founditunderoneoftheguyswhichshepushedand

felldownoffthebed.Shewentbacktothe

bathroomcombedherweaveandputitonherhead

andputonsomelipstickandpowder.Nowshe

lookedbetterbutstillhorribleforsomeonewhowas

abouttogetmarriedwhithinafewhours.Waita

minute,shewasgettingmarriedwithinafewhour.



.

"Noooooo!"Shefoundherselfscreamingloudlythat

alltheotherswokeuplikesoldiersreadyforwar,

eventhoughsomewerefalling.Shemarchedback

totheroom,"areweinhell?"Amandaaskedwiping

offthedrool,hereyesclosedandhairupsidedown.

Onlyifhecouldseeherselfinthemirror.Cora

realisedthatsomeofherfriendswereinbikinisonly,

includingherlittlesisterConnie.Whowassittingon

thefarcornerstillsleeping."it'smyweddingday

andlookatme.Andlastnightikissedaguy,he

wasn'tevencute.Itwasyouwasn't?"Sheasked

whileshecriedandchargedforthepoorguywho

wasstillrecoveringfromthedeepsleep.Everybody

elsewasbusysearchingfortheirbelongings."it's

myweddingdayandlooklikeamonkey"shecried

sittingdownonthemessybed.Everybodyelsewas

busydressingup,shewipedhertearsandtookher

phoneoutofherpurse.CalledRobinson,whowas

bythewaywaitingoutsidethemotelforthem.The

poorguysleptinthecar,"I'mgoinghome,whoever

hiredthesemanwillpaythem"shesaidputtingher



phoneonthepurse,searchedforherhighheelsand

gotoutoftheroom.Shewaswalkingbarefooted,"

wait,youcan'tleavemehere"Conniescreamed

followingherwhileshewasbusyputtingonhertight

jeans.Wellthat'swhateverybodyelsewasbusy

doing,dressinguponthego.Amandathrewafew

hundredrandsnotestotheguybeforeleavingthe

room.

.

Robinsondroppedoffeverybodyelseintheirhomes

beforehedroveConnie,CORAandAmberhome."

goodmorningmom,grandma.Goodnight"shesaid

passingthembythediningtable,shethrewherself

onthebedassoonasshegotintotheirroom.They

justlaughedather,"whathappenedtoyou,gothit

byabus?"MrsMaphumuloaskedandtheylaughed

onceagain."hahaveryfunny"Conniesaidwalking

towardsthekitchen.Shemadetwocupsofcoffe

thenwentupstairstoCora'sroom.

.

"heywakeup"shesaidputtingthecupsontheside



standoftheheadboard."wakeup"shesaidhitting

Cora'sasssohardthatshesatup"thefuckiswrong

withyou?"Coraexclaimedcrossed."youmightwant

tolookatthetime,youbookedforamassaging

therapywhichiswithinanhour.Youmightwantto

addafacialtothattoo.Havethiscoffethengoand

takeashower"shesaid."ialreadytookashower"

Corasaid."here'syourphone,callthesparandadd

metooonthefacialmassage.Anddon'tforget

aboutyourhair,eyelashes,manicureandpedicure

whichneedstobedonewhithinthenexttwohours"

Conniesaid,Corasighedinfrustration."Salvatore

willkillmeifhefindsoutikissedanotherman"she

saidthengrabbedherhair."I'mgoingtorunyou

somebubblybath,you'lltellhimyourselfbutfornow

havethatcoffe"Connsaidstandingupwithhercup

ofcoffee.ShedidasshesaidandCoracalledthe

spur,"I'mgoingtotakeashower,getintothattub.

Itshouldhelpabit"shesaidsmilingandthenshe

left.Coradrankhercoffethenwenttothebathroom

bathroom.Shewaxedherlegsandvalleyoffireand

armpitsbeforegettingintothewarmwater,she

endedupfallingasleepinthetub.Shewaswokenup



byConnie40minuteslater,shewashedherbody

thenwrappedatowelaroundherbodyafterwipingit.

"yourweddinggownhasarrived"hermomsaid

walkingintotheroom.Themassagebedswere

alreadysatthere,Conniewasalreadygettingger

bodymassaged."where'sit"Coraasked."letmego

andgetit"shesaid."andmom,keepthekidsasfar

aspossiblefrommeandtakecareofVince.Make

suretheyweartheirgownsandsuits,okay?"She

saidlookingsostressedout."don'tworry,igotthis"

hermomsaid.

.

Thefullbodymassagehelpedalot,especiallythe

facial.Shealsogothernails,lashesandhairdone,

theygluedabrand-newIndianweaveonherhair.It

wasgoingtogetstyledlateronbyoneofthe

hairstylistwhowasgoingtoreturn..."whereareyou

goingCora"hermomasked,Corajusttookhercar

keysandwasrushingtowardsthegarage.Shewas

wearingtracksuitsandsneakers."I'llbebackmom,

I'mmeetingupwithSalvatore"shescreamed,got

intohercarassoonasthegaragedoorrooledup.



Shefoundherhusbandwaitingforherontheroof

topofhotelParadisèwheretheyagreedtomeet.He

wasfacingtheotherside,"Hi"shesaid,Salvatore

turnedaroundwithasmile."what'ssourgentthat

youcalledmehere.Youknowit'sabadomento

meetupbeforethewedding,right?"Heasked

walkingtowardsher."iwanttotellyousomething,

umhlastnightididsomethingstupid.I'dunderstand

ifyoudonotwanttogoaheadwiththewedding.It

wasnotintentional,iwasundertheinfluenceof

alcohol.Iwasdrunkandexcitedand---"whoa,calm

down.Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Heasked

holdinghershoulders.Shewastalkingsofastthat

hedidn'tunderstandher."ikissedaguylastnight,a

malehookertobeexactbutipromiseyou.Itwas

justatinymomentkissed,iwaswastedandnowi

regretit.I'msorry,i'dunderstandifyoudonotwant

tomarryme."Shesaid,buthereyessaidneitherof

thethingsshewassaying.Heremovedhishands

fromhimandturnedhisbackonherthenwalkedto

theedgeoftheroof."I'msorry,itwasjustastupid

mistake,igotcarriedaway"shesaidhugginghim

frombehind."imighthavedonesomethingtoo"he



said."what?"Heasked."wellmyfriendsthrewa

suprisedpartyformeanditwasloadedwith,

strippers.Hookers"hesaid,sheremovedherarms

aroundhimandstoodnexttohim.Putherhandson

herpockets,"soyoukissedanotherman,huh"he

askedaftersometimeoftotalsilence."howwasit,

didyouenjoyit"heasked."itwas...ican'tremember,

itwasatwosecondsthing.IwasintoxicatedandI'm

sorrybutdon'tstandthereandactinnocentwhile

you'vebeenstarringatsomeothernakedwoman.At

leastigatheredthecouragetotellyou,ifididn'tcall

youherethenyouwould'veprobablytakenthis

secrettoyourgrave"shesaidthenturnedaroundto

leavebutheheldherhand."you'reright,iwasn't

planningontellingyou.Atleastnotanytimesoon

becauseyou'resounpredictable.Nooneeverknows

howyou'dreact,whenyou'reexpectedtoreact

crazilyyouendupreactingcalmlyandwhenyou're

expectedtoreactcalmlyyoureactcrazily"hesaid

holdingbothherhandintohis."I'msorryiwas

starringatsomeothernakedwomanwhileihavemy

owninsanelyhotwoman"hesaid,shesmiledabit."

sowhatnow?"Sheasked."weforgiveeachother



andgoandgetmarried"hesaidpullingherbyher

waist."youforgiveme"sheasked."ifyou'dalsodo

thesame"hesaidandshenoddedsmilingthen

sighedsoftly."butknowonethingforsure,nobody

kissesKingKong'swifeandgetsawaywithit"he

said

.

Itwas4pmintheevening,shewasstandinginfront

ofthedressingtable,lookingatherselfinhugelong

mirror.Herlongofftheshouldersnecklinemermaid

dresswhiteweddinggownlookedasperfectasshe

hadimagined.HerCrystaldiamondnecklace

sparklingaroundherneck."youlookbeautiful"her

mothersaidhandingherthebouquetofredroses

wrappedupinashinnywhiteribbon."youthinkso"

sheaskedsmilingathermirrorreflection."youlook

likeaprincess"hermomsaidholdingbackhertears.

"okay,it'stime"priyasaid.Allthebride'smaidswere

wearingbugurdyredsatinwrapshortdresses.

Whichtheylookedincrediblein,"let'sdothis"Cora

saidthentookadeepbreath.ShehadMiracleand

Maiawearingwhitegownswithredfigerbelts,white



stockingsandwhiteheels.Hairtiedupintoaneat

bun.Thewhitelimotheyhiredparkedinfrontonthe

churchwheretheyweregoingtoexchangetheir

vows.Theweddingplannerseteverybodyinposition

andthenthechurchbellrang,theorchestralmusical

instrumentsstartedplaying.MiraandMiracle

startedwalkinginwithbasketsofwhiterosepetals.

Theyweredropingandhandfullwitheachstepthey

took.LorenzowasstandingnearhisDadinablack

tuxedowithredbowtie.Luketherestofthegroom's

man.ThegroomwaswearingblackItalianformal

shoes,ablacktailormadetrouser,blackshirtanda

redcoat.Thepocketofitdecoratedwithablackand

whitestichedrose.Thebride'smaidsfollowedafter

theflowergirls,theystoodontheoppositesideof

thepodium.Theguestswerewearingeither,red,

blackorwhitewhichwerethecoloursoftheday.

.

Finallythebridewalkedin,hermotherwaswalking

herdowntheisle.Joaquincouldn'tkeephiseyesof

herandclearlyyoucouldn'tblametheguy.She

lookedmorestunningthenever,morebeautifulthan



thewayshelookedontheirinconvenientwedding.

Shehadawidesmileplantedonherface.Hereyes

onherhusband.Shethoughtwow,thesuitlooked

exquisitebuthelooksmoreappetizingand

gorgeousinit.Therewere8standsfromeachside

oftheredcarpet,eachstanddrappedwithasilky

seethroughwhitecloththentherewasabunchof

whiterosesinawhiteglassvaseontopofeach

stand.TheretherewereTiffinychairsinsteadofthe

ordinarychurchbenches.

.

"we'regatheredheretocelebratethisdaywithMr

andMrsSalvatoreastheyrenewtheirvowsinholy

matrimony...thepriestreadalltherightful

scriptures...

"withthisringithewedvowtolove,cherish,respect,

protectandtakecareofyoufortherestofmydays.

Ivowtostandbyyoursideinsicknessandinhealth.

Evenifyouaskmetoletyougo,I'mnevergoingto

letyougo"thosewereSalvatore'ssimplebutmeant

vows.TheysomehowputatearysmileonCora's

face.Onlyshecouldunderstandthemclearly



"withthisringiCoraZabenathiSalvatore"shesaid

thenpausedwithasmile."...ivowtobetruthfuland

faithfultoyou...totakecareofyouandourkids.To

loveyouunconditionallyandloveyouonly.I'mgoing

totryandbelessstubborn---"shesaidthen

Salvatoreandtherestofthepeoplechuckled."i

knowhowmuchyouhateitwhenicurseandI'm

goingtotryacurseless.Ivowtobefaithfuland

loving,torespectyoualittlebitmorebutican'tvow

tostopbeingcrazy."thosewereCora'scrazybut

deepdownfromtheheartvows.Theymayhave

soundedcrazybutSalvatoreunderstoodthem

clearly,that'sjusthowCorawas."youmaykissyour

wife"thepriestsaid.Thetheykissed,hishandson

herweistandhersonhisshoulders.

.

TheywentforaphotoshootatZigzagstudio.Sinceit

waslateatnighttheyrequiredallthebrightnessthey

couldget.aftertheshoottheyweredriventothe

hotelsParadisè.Whichwasawowfactor,the

chandelierswereevenmorebrighter.Thewallwall

wasdrappedinwhitesilkyclothingwhichhad



linelightsoneachend-upanddown.Therewere

werefourlongrectangularoneachsideofthered

carpet,eachtablecouldtake24people.Eachtable

hadredsatincloththenaglassofit'ssizeonthetop.

Longglassviseswithcrystalandredjuicesthena

bunchofredrosesinside.Blackservingplates,side

plates,twoforks,aknife,tablespoon,teaspoon,a

longglamourousglassforwine,aglassforjuice,a

cupforcoffeorteasinceitwas8pm.Thefloor

tillingwaswhiteasusuallybuttheydroppedrose

petalsonit.Themaintable.Maintablewaslonga

glassy,withjoinedbedofwhitewhichhangedallthe

waydown.Theservingdishes,twolongpodiumof

whiterosesonthebackthenthewallodwhiteroses

behind.Ontherighttherewasatablewhichwas

designedinthesimilarwayastheoneoftheguests.

Thattablewasforthegroom'smanandbride's

maids.Onthelefttherewasatableoftherepillow

deignedwhitecakewhichhadafewcandleslight

aroundit.Betweenthemainfloorandtheguest's

tablestherewasadancefloor.

.



Eachbrideandgroomwalkedinonebyone,each

andgroomhadtheirownsongtheDJplayedwhile

theywalkedindancing

Thenitwasfinallythetimeforthehusbandandwife

towalkin...dancingtoAriana'ssong-Everydayft

future.Itwasmoreofdabbingandshakushaku,

thenshoulderdancing

anytimeI'malone,ican'thelpthinkingaboutyou.

Alliwant,allineed,allisee,isjustmeandyou.

Hegivingmethegoodshit,thatmakesmenot

wannaquit.Thegoodshit×2

Ohhhegiveittome(everyday×8) theydancedtill

theyreachedtheothersinthefront.Wheretheyall

dancedasawhole.Therewerescreamof"hey,ohh,

gogirlfriend"bythetimetheysatdowntheywere

breathingheavily.

Wellspeechesofadvicesweresaidbytheelders

andfriends,thecouplecutthecake.TheBosquet

wasthrownandcashedbyAmberwhichmadethe

guyslaughatChristopher.Joaquindidgetunder



Cora'sgownandgotthelaceybandwhichwas

cashedbyCharles.Thedinnerwasservedand

peoplewouldn'tstopcomplimentthefood.Thenit

wasfinallytimeforthehusbandandwifedance.

.

. callitmagic,callittrue

IcallitmagicwhenI'mwithyou

Andijustgotbroken,brokenintotwo

Stillicallitmagic,whenI'mnexttoyou

Andidon'tnoidon'tnoidon'tno

Noidon'tittrue

Andidon'tnoidon'tnoidon'tno,wantanybodyelse

butyou.

Idon'tnoidon'tnoidon't,noidon'tit'strue

Andidon'tnoidon'tnoidon'tnoidon't,want

anybodyelsebutyou

.

Callitmagic,cutmeintotwo



Afterallyourmagic,idisappearfromview

Andican'tgetover,can'tgetoveryou

Stillicallitmagic,saidyou'reprecioustoo

Andidon'tnoidon'tnoidon'tno,noidon'tit'strue

Idon'tnoidon'tnoidon't,wantanybodyelsebut

you

Noidon'tnoidon'tnoidon't,idon'tit'strueAndi

don'tnoidon'tnoidon't,wantanybodyelsebut

you"theyweredancingslowlytothatsongashis

onehandwasonhisweist,hersontheshoulderand

theothertwoentertwined.Chesttochest,cheekto

cheek."Iloveyou"Salvatorewhisperedintoherear,

"iloveyoumore"shewhisperedsmiling.Theother

couplesalsogotonthedancefloor.Thebridegotto

changeintoherredlongsatindancefortheafter

partywheretheeldersandkidsweresenthome.

Theyplayedallkindsofgames,sabganddancedthe

nightaway.

.

"wherearewegoingJoaquin"Coraaskedgigglling



astheyweregettingofftheirprivatejetand

SalvatorehadCora'seyescoveredashehelpedher

downthestair.Shewaswearingashortsummer

whitedressandsandals,theywereontheir

honeymoondestinationwhichwasasuprisefor

Cora.Hehelphergetintothejeepwrangerwhich

wasintheairport."icanheartheseawavesandit's

chilly"Corasaidashewashelpingheroffthecar

whichwasparkedinfrontofthebigbeachhouseat

umdloti-Durban."that'scheating,ishould've

coveredyourearstoo".Hesaidchuckling."okay

herewego"hesaiduncoveringhereyes.Sheblinked

afewtimesbeforelookingaround,shewasmetby

thebigbeautifullymansion."it'samansion"she

saidlookingathimwithafrown."it'syoursmylove,

agiftfrommetoyou.AholidayhouseinDurban,in

thatwaywewon'thavetocheckintohotelswhen

you'reheretoseeyourparents.Plusihaveafew

businessesthisside.It'syourweddinggift"hesaid

handingthekeysovertoher.Heslowlytookthem,"

areyouforreally"sheaskedsmiling."it'sourhome"

hesaid."wow,I'moverwhelmed.Idon'tknowwhat

tosay.Thismusthavecostmillions"shesaidas



tearsofjoystartedtoform."okaydon'tcryonme

now,youcangoandcheckitout.I'llcomewithour

bags"hesaidheranintothehouseafterunlocking

it.Ithadexactlyfivebedrooms,thefurniturealmost

allwhiteandleather.Withthetouchofpowderblue.

Thecojoineddining,kitchenandentertainment

whichfromyoucouldwalktotheprivatebeach.One

ortwominutesawayfromthehouse.Thewine

sailorfilled,thecinema,theoffice,thegymanda

playroomforthekids.Coratookoffhersandalsand

threwherselfonthekingsizebedwhichhadfour

polesoneachcornerthenwhitedrappingoneach

sidebuttheyweretiedonthepoles.Along

rectangularcouchatthefeetsofthebed.A

bathroomontherightful,abalconyontheleftwith

skybluelongcouchandaglasstable.

.Wardrobe,asmallcouchandacoffetable."i

guessyoulikeit"Salvatoresaidwalkinginwiththeir

suitcases."iloveit,it'slovely"shesaidsitting

upright."thankyouJoaquin"shesaidwalking

towardshim.Sheputsherhandsaroundhisneck

andlookedintohiseyes."idon'tknowwhatI've



donetodeserveamanlikeyou.It'slikeyouwere

sentfromheaventojustfillmylifewithpurebliss

andlove.Godknowsnowordscouldeverbeenough

toexplainhowmuchiloveandappreciateyou.Your

effort,yourunconditionallove,kindness,patience.I

canbecrazysometimesbutyouknowhowto

handlemyshit.IloveyouSalvatore"shesaid."I

loveyou,youandihavebeenthroughalot.Ithink

wedeservealittlebitofhappiness.Myhappiness

liesinyourhappiness,toseeyouhappymakesme

happy.SoI'ddoabsolutelyeverythingforyou."He

saidthentheykissed,gotcaariedaway.Hetookoff

herdressassheraisedherhandsup,shewasleftin

herpantiesonly.Shetookoffhisshortsandvest,

boxersandthesandals.Hekneeleddownandslowly

tookoffherwhitepanties.Hervalleyoffirecleanly

waxed,helookedupatherandsmiled.Hepulledher

downandtheybothkneeledontheflooroftheirnew

bedroom.Kissedwhiletheirhandscaressedeach

othersnakedandbeautifullygodlymadebodies.

Sendshiversdowneachother'sspine,goosebumps.

Bloodrush,heartsracingatthesamepaceasthey

kissedwithsomuchhungerandthirst.Herother



handonhergiantcucumber,slowlymovingupand

downanditwashardening.Helayedherdownon

thecoldtilledfloor.Wentdownwiththekissesfrom

thecollarbones.Inbetweenherbreasts,downher

tummywhichhadbutterfly,herabdomenuntilhe

reachthegoldenpots.Heopenedherlegswidely

andkissedherlabiasbeforeinsertingherhuge

middlefingerwithoutawarning.Shegaspedforair,

bitingherlowerfulllip.Whileshesqueezedher

boobs.Heseparatedherlabiasandstartedsucking

her,herbackarchedashewouldn'tstop.Hewenton

andon,eatingherlikeabeastuntilshecum.He

wholebodyshaking.Shescreamedhisname.He

fingerfuckedherstill,insertingthreefingersinher

valleyoffirethenreplacedthemwiththerealdeal.

Hisgiantcucumber,shewastightersinceithad

beenmonthswithoutthembecomingone.They

fuckedslowly,slowlywithoutanyrush.Screaming

eachothersnames.Shewasscratchinghisback,he

turnedheraroundandtappeditfrombehinduntilhe

cameinsideher."iloveyou"hesaidkussingher

bareback.Theymadelovetilllateatnight.



.

Cora'spov

.

Iwokeupnexttomyhusband,mybodyhurt.Ithad

lastnight'sbruisesandlovebites.Ikissedhis

shoulderthengotoutofthebed,putonmysleeper

andgown.Thenwenttothebathroom,thesunwas

risingbeautifullyonthehorizonofthesea.

Ifoundmyselfkneelingdownandclosingmyeyes."

Thankyou...forgrace,formercy,forparents,forthe

beautifullylittlefamilyyougaveme,thankyoufor

suchalovinghusband,thankyouforlife,kindness,

prosperity,thankyouforthetrialandtribulations

thatmouldedthewomaniamtoday,thankyoufor

thisdayandmanymoretocome.thankyoufor

clarity.Amen"isaidthenstoodupwithabroad

smileonmyface."hey,comebacktobed.It'scold"

Salvatoresaidsoftlyashewasstarringatmefrom

thebed.Iwentbackin,tookoffthegownandgot

undercoversnakedly."whatwereyoudoingover

there"heaskedinawhisper."thankingGod...you



knowwhatI'venoticedaboutGod'strials?.Hehardly

evertellsyouthatthisisatrialandifyouholdout

forsixmonths.You'dbethroughandsomeofus

getstofivemonthsand29daysthenwegiveup.We

didn'tknowthatwehadonemoreday,nevergive

up...youseewaitingistheoneofthetestsGod

subjectstheservantshewantstouse.

HesaidAbrahamyou'regoingtohaveasonwho'll

betheheadofthenationwho'llbeuniqueinthe

earth.Buthowlongdidhehavetowait25years.He

hadtowatchhiswifegrowpastthechildbearing

stage.ThenJoseph...whowassoldasaslave,his

solecameintoirons.Untilthetimethathisword

cameintopass.Godwastastinghim,whatwasthe

test?Waiting.Thenmoseshadtowait40years

beforehecoulddeliverEgypt.Youcan'tbypass

enduranceandenterintothepromiseofGod.Just

whenitseemsimpossibletoholdon,that'sthetime

toholdon.Don'tgivein,you'reinthetest.Justhang

inthere.Godisfaithful.Waitingcausesustorealise

moreandmoreourdependentonGod"isaid,hewas

busystaringatmewithasmileandafrown."thank



youforthemorningsermonorshouldisay

beautifullylecture?"heasked.Igiggledabit."iwant

toopenagroup,forwomangoingthroughallkinds

ofabuse,painandtrauma.Iwanttomakea

difference,bethedifference.IthinkiknowwhyGod

putmethroughsomuchatsuchayoungage.Ihave

foundmypurpose,iwanttosharemystorywiththe

wholeworld.Itmightsavemany"isaidwithasmile.

"whataboutyourdream,yourcareer?"Heasked."

whosaysican'thandleboth,I'llopenmyown

surgeryandbeamotivationalspeakerontheside"i

said."Damn,that'swhyiloveyou,MrsSalvatore"he

said."andiloveyouMrSalvatore"isaidgigglingas

hewasticklingme.Gettingontopofme,therestis

history.Ourstoryendedrightthereonthebedasit

hasbegun,butourjourneycontinuesaswecontinue

tofacetrialsandtribulationsbutafterallthiswe

comeoutmorestronger.Strongerandstronger,our

lovecouldconquerabsolutelyeverything.There's

nothingintheworldthatibelieveinmorethanour

love.Thisstorystartedwithjusta17yearoldyoung

womanwhoknewnothingbutpainandsufferingbut

throughitallsheshined.Liketheshiningstarinthe



caveofdarknesssheshinedevenmorebrighter.

Grewintooneofthestrongestwoman.IamCora

ZabenathiSalvatoreandthisismystory

.

THEEND


