
Herstory:Theuglygirl

Prologue

Beauty.I'veoftenheardmanyexpressions

regardingthisword.Theysay"BeautyisInthe

eyesofthebeholder".True?Ithinkso.Ithink

it'strueandit'sprobablywhyeveryonehadto

keeprubbingitinmyface.Therewasonepoint

whereIdidn'tbelievewhatpeoplesaidabout

mebutevenI,amerehumanbeinggetenough. 

Myfather,awonderfulman.He'stheonlyone

whoNevercalledmeabadname,heneverfor

onceconfirmedwhateveryonewassayingto

me. 

Healwayssaidallthebeautifulwordstome,he

complimentedmeineveryway.

Unfortunately,allthatwouldflushoutofmy

mindassoonasIwalkedoutside.I'dhaveto

hearpeoplelaughatmeandcallmeallsortsof



disgusting. 

Somewouldcallmeanalien,someamanand

othersawitch. 

ItriednotlettingallofthatgettomebutasI

grewolder,Icouldn't. 

I'dtearupeachtimewhenIreminisceitall. 

Everywhere,theyweremean.Atschool,atthe

mall,Ievenendedupbeinghomeschooledafter

Ifellintosevereclinicaldepressionbecauseof

allthis. 

Whyme?Whycouldn'tIhaveanormal

childhoodlikeotherkids? 

I'mgratefulformyfather,mypillarofstrength

whohasbeenwithmethroughitall. 

Unfortunately,IhadtogobacktoschoolwhenI

wasstartinggrade10.

Wehadoftenmovedfromthisneighborhoodto

thenextbecauseofhowpeopletreatedme,

somehowI'dfeellikeaburdentomyfather.I've



lostcountofthemanytimeshehadtomove

hisbusinessesbecauseofme. 

I'mstartingatanewschoolnextweekandI'm

verynervous.YeswehavemovedagainandI

havenoideahowthekidsfromthatschoolare

goingtotreatme. 

I'mNokubongaKhensaniDlaminiandthisismy

story.
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Sleepisreallythebestremedyever.WhenI'm

sleeping,Iforgetaboutmytroublesforalittle

while,Iforgetaboutpeopleandtheirnasty

remarks.I'mactuallymoreatpeacewhenI'm

sleeping. 

See,youprobablywonderingifI'mscaredor

burnedbutno.Ihaveperfect,clearskin.I'm



caramelincolour,shortandunfortunately,I

haveathickbody.I'masize34.Mybodymakes

meevenmoreuncomfortable.I'dhavepeople

teasingmebecauseIhaveabiggerassor

becausemybreastsarebig.It'sactuallyand

probablythereasonwhysomeboys

approachedme. 

Iwon'tcallmyselfinnocent.I'm16andnota

virginandhowIlostmyvirginityisnotallbed

androses.It'sactuallywhatcontributedtomy

depressionandnow,nowIhavetorelyonpills

forlife. 

Idon'tcomefromarichfamily.Yes,wedo

movearoundalotbutit'salwaysusrentinga

backroominsomeone'syard.Ithinkthat'swhy

peopleteasemeevenmore,becauseI'mnot

rich.Iwon'tcallmyselfpoor,wejuststruggling

andI'moptimisticthatoneday,allofthiswould

change. 

I'msupposetobedoingmygrade12nowbut



lifegotontheway.I'mturning17inApril.I'm

notintellectuallychallengedoranythingbutI've

droppedfromschoolonmanyaccounts,hence

I'monlydoingGrade10now.That'swhymy

fatherhomeschooledme.Myfather,I'msure

youwonderingwhathedoesforaliving.Well,

myfatherisatailor,hemakesclothesandhe's

alsoawriteronline.Wearenotmakingmuch

butweabletogoon.Ialsogetachildgrants

andI'mgratefulforthelittlewehad. 

Werentingatworoomedhousenow.It'sinthe

yardofanotherhouse.Fortunately,Isleepinmy

ownbedwhiledadhashisown. 

Iwokeupabitlatethisday.ItwasaThursday

andnextweekonTuesday,I'mgoingtomynew

school.Itookmytoothbrushandput

toothpasteinitandwentoutsidetobrushmy

teeth.Iwentinsidetowashmyface.Dadhad

wenttothecitytobuymaterial.Myfather

makesmostofmyclothesandsomehesellsat

town.Peoplealsocometohimsohecan



designforthem.Weareveryclose.I'mhisonly

daughterandithasalwaysbeenusagainstthe

world 

Imadesomeeggsformyselfandatethemwith

bread.

Aftereating,Istartedcleaningthehouse.I

didn'tevenhaveaphonetokeepmebusy.I

knewamountsocialmediabutneverthoughtof

evenopenafacebookaccount.Why?Sopeople

canjudgeme? 

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Iwonderedwho

thatcouldbebecausewehardlyhavevisitors

unlesspeoplearebringingtheirclothes. 

IopenedthedooranditseemedIwasright. 

Person:Sawubona. 

Me:Hello. 

Itwasawoman,probablyinherearly40sand

shehadaplasticwith 

Woman:CanIcomein? 



Imadespaceforhersoshecouldcomeinand

shedid. 

Woman:I'mlookingforyourfather. 

Could'veguessedso. 

Me:Hewenttothecity,tobuymaterialandI

don'tknowwhenhe'scomingback. 

Shenodded. 

Woman:Ineededhimtoshrinkthisskirtforme,

IloveitbutitseemsIhavelostweight. 

Ilookedatthiswomanandallthistime,I

wishedIwaslikeher.Shelookedbeautiful.She

hadaperfectslimbodyandlightincomplexion.

Maybeit'smydarkskinwhichisn'tthatdark

thatmakespeopletreatmethisway.Iwas

broughtbacktorealitybyhersnappingher

fingersinmyface.Shewasthefirstpersonto

comehereandnotinsultmeormaybeshe

wasn'tdoneyet. 

Me:Huh?SorryImean,Ma? 



Woman:Areyouokaychild? 

Inodded.IwipedthetearsthatIdidn'trealize

hadfallen.Mytherapisthadtoldmetoalways

havepositivethoughtsbutitwashard.Istill

wonderedhowIwasgoingtofacetheworld

again.Imean,Ihaven'tbeeninschoolforthree

years. 

Woman:Youwerecrying. 

Me:I..I'm..Somethinggot...Gotinmyeye

Iblinkedafewtimesjusttotrytoconvinceher

ofwhatImeant. 

Woman:CanIleavethishere?I'llcomeback

later,hopefullyyourfatherwillbehere. 

Inodded.Myheartwaspumpingoutofmy

chest.IthappenswhenItellaliewhichis

hardly. 

SheleftandIpouredmyselfsomewatertocool

myselfdown. 

Mostofthemoneywasusedtopayrentand



buymyschoolthingssowedidn'tevenhave

moneyforelectricity.Iworemyold,tornshoes

andlockedthedoorsoIcangolookforsome

woodattheforests.Ihadtakenaropewithtoo

soIcouldtirethewoods. 

Itwasa20minuteswalktotheforestandIwas

reallyusedtoit.Aftercollectingallthewood,I

tiedit,putitonmyheadandwalkedback. 

"Hello"

Ididn'treply.I'mnotusedtopeopleeven

lookingatmeorsayinganythingthat'snotrude

ornasty. 

"Hello!"

Ilookedaroundanditwasjustme,Ilooked

backandagirlwavedatme.Igotabitnervous.

DidImaybedosomethingtoherormaybeshe

wantedtocomeinsultme? 

AllthesethoughtsruninmymindthatIdidn't

evenrealizethatshewasnowbehindme.I



froze.Thisgirllookedverydifferentfromme.I

washalfwayhome.Shesmiled.Shehadvery

deepdimples,mineweren'teventhatdeep. 

Girl:I'mTiisetso. 

Shestretchedoutherhandtome.Igavehermy

shakinghand.

Tiisetso:Areyouokay? 

Istaredather.Honestly,Iwassurprisedthat

shewasevenbeingpolite.

Tiisetso:WabuaorUyathetha? 

Ichuckled.SoallalongshethoughtIcouldn't

talkorI'milliterate. 

Me:I'mNokubonga. 

Shewipedherforeheaddramatically. 

Tiisetso:Youhadmesweatingtherefora

while. 

Me:I'msorry,I'mjustnotusedtopeopletalking

tome. 



HermouthformedanOfromshock.Ijust

nodded. 

Tiisetso:Why? 

Me:Youkiddingright? 

Tiisetso:I'dbelaughing. 

Me:I'lltellyouoneday,nowIgottarushhome. 

Tiisetso:Letmehelpyouwiththat. 

Me:Why? 

Shedidn'tanswerbutinsteadtookthewood

frommyheadandwalkedhomewithme. 

Tiisetso:HowcomeI'veneverseenyou

around? 

Me:Wejustmovedhere. 

Tiisetso:YoulivetwohousesfromminebutI've

neverseenyououtside. 

Me:Wheredoyoulive? 

Tiisetso:Atthatpinkhouse. 



Ilookedtowhereshewaspointinganditwasa

bighouse.Idon'tevenknowwhyshe'deven

hangoutwithme. 

WeputthewooddownandImadethefirethen

pouredsomewaterintoourthreelegpotbefore

accompanyinghertoherhouse. 

Tiisetso:Whydon'tyoucomewithmetochurch

tomorrow? 

Church?Iwouldn'tgotochurch.I'velongbeen

judgedthere.Iusedtothinkofchurchasa

placeofsinerityandsobrietybutthewaymy

fatherandIweretreatedasdirtthere,Iwouldn't

bother. 

IgaveherafakesmilebeforesayingI'llthink

aboutit 

Iwentbackhomeandpouredmyselfsome

watertobath.Iworemyfloraldresswithflops

beforestartingonlunch.Ikneworhopedthat

myfatherwouldbebackbythen. 



Imadepotatoeswithonionandtomatosoup

firstbeforedoingthepapsinceIwascooking

outside. 

Ifinishedaround2pm.IdishedupfordadandI

andputhisontopofthekitchencounter. 

Myfatherhasoneofthoseoldsteelvansandit

hasalwayshelpedus,especiallywithour

moving.IheardtheenginerawoutsideandI

knewhewashere.Iwassittinginsidethe

house,eating.IrantohimwhenIheardhim

openthedoorandthrewmyselfinhisarms. 

WebrokethehugandIhelpedhimpickupthe

plasticbagswhichhehadtoletgoofbecause

ofmyembrace. 

Me:Imissedyou. 

Dad:Imissedyoutooprincess. 

Me:Therewasawomanwholeftherskirt,she

saidshe'llcomelater. 

Dad:Okay,IboughtyousomefoodbutIsee



youhaveeaten. 

Me:We'lleatitlater. 

Dad:Ialsoboughtsomeelectricity.

Me:Ithoughtwedidn'thavemoney. 

Dad:Imadeaplanbaby. 

Ijustnodded.Heputontheelectricityandat

leastIcouldwatchTVnow. 

ThewomancameagainlateronandIgavedad

andhersomespacebygoingtositoutside,

undertheshade. 

Ihatedbeingalonebecauseitmademeover

think. 

Thistime,Ithoughtaboutmymother.That

womanintherereallymademewishIhada

mother. 

IfeltlikegoingforawalkbutIwasafraid.I

didn'twanttogooutandonlytocomeback

becausesomeonehadsaidsomethingnastyto



me. 

Whydopeopleneedtobethiscruel? 

HowIwishtheywerelikemyfather.
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Me:Baba,I'mscared. 

Ifrownedandlookeddown.Idon'tthinkIwas

ready,wouldIeverbe?Thedayshadjustgone

byswiftly.Imeanaminuteagowewere

welcomingthenewyearbutnowhereIam,in

frontofthemirrorandhavingjustwornmynew

uniformwhichfittedmeperfectlylikemyfather

said. 

Dad:Baby,youcandothis.Iknowyoustrong

now,don'tletanyonebringyoudown.

Rememberthatnoteveryonewillbenice.Just

putyourheaduphighandmoveon. 



Me:It'snotthateasy. 

Iraisedmyheadandlookedathim.Ijustdon't

understandwhat'ssobadwithme.DoIreally

looklikeanalien?Likesomecreature?Whydo

peopletreatmethisway?LikeI'msome

foreigner.IdoubtI'llenduplikesomeotherkids.

WillIalsogrowupandfindahusbandwhowill

lovemejustlikeIam?Whowon'tjudgemeever

orsaybitterwordstome? 

Isighed.Lifehasneverbeeneasyforme,I've

neverbeenhappy.Growingupwithoutmy

motherandhavingpeoplebullymetillthisage.

Ijusthopedthatthingswouldbedifferentthis

time.AtleastIalsohadTiisetsobutwhatifshe

suddenlychanges?That'showpeopleare,right.

Theytreatyoubetternowthentomorrowthey

seeyouastrash.Ididn'twannatrustherfor

now.I'velongtrustedpeopleonlyforthemto

putaknifeonmyback. 

Dad:Youworrytoomuch.Let'sgo,wecan't



haveyoulateonyourfirstday. 

Me:Can'tIskipthisday? 

Dad:NoNana.Ibelieveinyou.Pleasedon't

disappointme. 

Inodded.Wewenttothekitchenwherewehad

ourbreakfastbeforehedrovemetomyschool.

IlookedatallthosekidsandIsuddenlyfeltlike

runningback.Myheartstartedbeatingfastand

mychestgotheavy.Istartedbreathinginand

out,hyperventilatingbecauseIwasaboutto

haveapanicattack. 

MydadhuggedmeandIgotout,biddinghim

farewellafterhegavememylunchmoney. 

Me:Icandothis. 

Iassuredmyselfbeforegoingthroughtheyard.

Asmuchasthatfellintodeafears,Ihadto

assuremyselfthatIcanbebraveenoughtodo

this.Ilookedlikealostpuppy,nothavingan

ideaofwheretogo.Isowishthattherewas



likeanorientationprogrameveninSecondary

schools. 

Whenthebellrang,Ifollowedeveryonetothe

hall.Ifeltsooutofplace,it'sbeenawhilesince

I'vebeeninsuchacrowd.I'mjustthankfulfor

myanti-anxietypillsorIwouldbehavinga

majoranxietyattacknow. 

Thenewlearnersweretoldtoremainbehind

anditwasgoodtoseethatIwasn'ttheonly

one.WhoamIkidding?OfcourseI'mnotthe

only. 

WewereshownourclassesandIjustwent

there. 

IwasabletofindanemptyseatandIsatdown.

Thelearnersweremakingnoisebutsuddenly,it

gotquite.Ilookedatthedoorandtherewas

thisgirl.Tall,slenderandverylightin

complexion.Iguessshewasthecleardefinition

ofbeautiful.

Shecametomydirectionwithtwoothergirls



andmyheartstartedbeatingfast.Whatwas

abouttohappenhere? 

ShestoodinfrontofmeandIcouldn'teven

faceher,insteadIlookeddownandfiddledwith

myfingers. 

SheclearedherthroatandIlookedather. 

Girl:Soyoujustgonnafuckenshutuplikeyou

somemutebitch?Didn'tyouhearalltheshit

I'vebeenspitting? 

Ijuststaredather.Ipanicked,Ididn'tknow

whattosay.Thewholeclasswaspaying

attentionandsomewereevenlaughing.

Girl:Ain'tgottimetoarguewithacheap,ugly

bitch.Imeanlookatme. 

Shefiddledwithherlonghair.Thisgirlheldso

muchprestige,you'dthinkshe'sthedaughterof

thePresidentorsomething. 

Oneofthegirlswhowerewithherspoke. 

Girl2:Justgetoutofherseatbeforeshithits



thefan. 

Khantewhat'swiththeswearing?Ialonethink

thatswearingissounattractive,especiallyona

girl.Igotupwithatailbetweenmylegsand

tookmybag.Ididn'tevenknowwhereIwas

gonnasit.Iwasreallyembarrassed,Ieven

wantedtocrybutIwasn'tabouttogivethem

thatsatisfaction.TheclasswaslaughingandAt

thatmoment,Idon'tknowhowbutI

rememberedmyfather'swords"Keepyour

headhigh"

Ifoundaseatatthebackandlessons

commenced. 

IwassurprisedtoseeTiisetsoduringbreak,I

didn'tevenknowshewasalsointhisschool.I

thoughtthatmaybeshewenttosomeprivate

school. 

Shecametomeandwesharedabriefhug. 

Tiisetso:Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouattending

here? 



Me:It'smyfirstdayhere. 

Tiisetso:Ohh..ButAtleastnowIknowthatwe

gotothesameschool. 

Inodded. 

Tiisetso:Haveyoumadeanyfriends? 

Friends?IfonlysheknewIwasthelaughing

stockofmyclass.DuringallthoselessonsI

hadjustbeenwaitingforbreaktimesoIcould

getoutofthereandfinallybreathe.Whydidlife

havetobethishardonmethough? 

Ishookmyhead.Idoubtanyonewouldwanna

befriendswithme.Ifonlysheknewthatshe's

probablythefirstfriendI'veeverhad. 

Tiisetso:Well,it'sjustyourfirstday,I'mpretty

sureyou'llmakesome. 

Ididn'tthinkthatwasabouttohappen.Wasshe

abouttoleavemeforherfriends?Ireallyfelt

rejectedatthatpoint.Ididn'tevensayanything.

Ilookedatherassheleftmetogojoinher



friends,maybeIwastooembarrassingforher.

It'smyfather'swordswhichechoedInmyhead

thathelpedmegoonduringtheday. 

IwashappywhenIsawmyfather'scarparked

outsidetocomefetchme.Ireallycouldn'twait

togetoutofthathellhole.Isohateschool.The

wayeveryonetreatedme.You'dswearIhave

somecontagiousdiseasethatmadepeople

playasfarfrommeaspossible. 

Igotinsideandsigheddeeply. 

Dad:Wasitthatbad? 

Ilaidbackonmyseat. 

Me:Youdon'twannaknow. 

Hejustkeptquiet,startedthecaranddrove

off. 

Iimmediatelytookoffmyuniformwhenwe

arrivedathome.Luckilyforme,wedidnothave

anyhomeworkasitwasourfirstday.Igot

startedonourfoodwhilstmyfatherwasbusy



working.Imadepapwithstew.Idishedupfor

thebothofusandweateinfrontofourbox

TV. 

Aftereating,Itookourplatesandwenttowash

thembeforegoingtotakeanap. 

Thefollowingday,IwasverysadwhenI

realizedI'mstillalive.Don'tblamemethough.I

reallyhavenopurposetobealive.Itookthe

watermydadhadpreparedformeandbathed. 

Afterbathing,Idriedlotioned,woremybraand

pantiesthenworemyschooltunic.Itwastoo

revealingformebecauseI'mthicksoitmade

meabituncomfortable.I'vealwayswishedthat

Ididn'thaveabodylikethis.Ialsowantedtobe

asize28withthoseRihannaboobsinsteadof

havingthisKimKardashiankindabody.I've

seenthemInthefashionmagazinesthatdad

alwaysbringshomewheneverhecomesfrom

thecity. 

Iatemyporridgeandhedrovemetoschool.I



secretlyhopedthattodaybecomesmuchbetter

thanyesterday.Idon'tthinkI'llbeableto

survivesomethinglikethatagain,IdoubtIwill. 

Dad:Don'tletanyonebringyoudown.No

matterwhathappens,justrememberIloveyou

andyou'rebeautifulinmyeyes.Keepyourhead

highandsmile. 

Me:It'sharddaddy.Ihateithere. 

Dad:You'llgetusedtoit. 

Hekissedmeontheforehead,gavememy

lunchmoneybeforeIgotoffandhedroveaway.

Iwalkedtomyclasslookingdown.Iknow

peoplearestilltalkingaboutwhathappened

yesterday.Icouldhearthemgossipingabout

mewhenIenteredtheclass.Ijustwenttomy

seat,satdownandwaitedforthesirentoring.

Iwenttoassemblywhenitdidandwewere

dismissedafterallannouncementsweremade. 

Iwentbacktoclass,I'mreallysuchaloner. 



Iwassurprisedtofindsomegirlsittingnextto

myseat.Shesmiledwhenshesawme

approachingandIhadn'tseenheryesterday. 

Islowlywalkedtomyplacethensatdown,

greetingherthenlookedforward. 

Shepokedme. 

Girl:I'mThulisile. 

Me:Nokubonga. 

Wesharedahandshake. 

Thuli:Youbeautiful. 

Igaveherafakesmile.I'veneverhadanyone

complimentmeotherthanmyfatherbutI've

neverbelievedhimsowhyshouldIbelievethis

girlwhomIsuddenlymet? 

Thedramaqueenenteredwithhersquadand

theysatdown 

Thulicursedbetweenherteeth.Iwasn'tabout

tomesswiththosegirlsagain,notafterwhat



happenedyesterday. 

Theteachercameandlessonsbegan.It's

duringthislessonsthatIlearntthatthisbullyof

agirlwasverystupidforsomeonewholooked

beautiful.Iguessbeautydoesn'tcomewith

brains. 

Thuli:Sowhatareyougoingtoeat? 

IwaswithThuliwhoinsistedongoingtoeat

withme.AfterTiisetso,Ireallycouldn'ttrust

anyonewhowantedtobefriendswithme.She

couldsuddenlyturnawayfrommetoothat

easily. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Iguessshehasnow

realizedthatI'mnotatalkativeperson. 

Thuli:Idon'tknowKeBonga,what'swrong? 

Me:Idon'thavemuchmoney. 

Thuli:Ididn'taskyouaboutmoney 

Me:Whyareyoubeingsonicetome? 



Thuli:Wearefriends. 

Me:Wejustmet. 

Thuli:Haveyoueverbeentochurch? 

That'sonesubjectIdidn'twanttotouchon.The

next,she'llbetellingmeaboutGodandhis

goodnesswhichIhaveneverexperiencednot

evenonceonmylife.Ididn'treplycause

religionwasonetopicIdidn'twanttoindulge

on. 

Thuli:Mm..Let'sgobuyfoodKe,we'llrevisit

thisconversationsomeothertime. 

WeboughtamangwinyawithArchaarand

Frenchthenweateoveralightchat.Itwas

actuallyhertalkingandmejustnoddingto

whatevershewassaying. 

Wewentbacktoclasswhenthebellrang.I

hadn'tevenseenTiisetsotodaybutIletthatnot

botherme.Iguesswejustfriendsathome,not

atschool. 



IfoundmyfatherwaitingformeagainandThuli

forcedmetohugherbeforeweparted.Iwent

toourcarlookingmuchbetterthanIdidwhenI

leftitthismorning. 

Dad:Youlookmuchbetter. 

Me:Iguessyourwordsgottome. 

Dad:Ionlywantyoutobehappy,you'vebeen

throughalot. 

Me:Iloveyoudaddy. 

Dad:Iloveyoutoobaby. 

WegothomeandIwassurprisedtofindthathe

hadcooked.

Me:That'safirst. 

Dad:Iwantedtospoilmybaby. 

Ihuggedhimtightlybeforelettinggobecause

hesaidIwassuffocatinghim. 

Dad:Nowbeagoodgirlandgotakeoffyour

uniformbeforeweeat. 



Iobligedandcamebackafterchangingintoa

simpleT-shirtandshorts.Aftereating,Iwashed

thedishesbeforedoingmyhomeworks.
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Iguessasdaysgoby,itgetsbetter.Ithinkit's

usholdingtheidealsthatpeoplehaveaboutus

soclosetoourheartsthatmakeusforgetwho

wereallyarebutunfortunately,Iwasthat

person. 

Ihadacceptedallthatwasthoughtofmeand

frankly,Ihadmadepeacewithit.I'manuglygirl

andnoonewilleverfindthemselvesinterested

inmeunlesstheyaftermypussy.I'vehadtwo

differentguysdothattomeandbecamebrave

enoughtospitittomyfacesoitwouldn'thave

reallybeenanythingnew. 



Ihadtakenthedecisiontoneveragainallow

myselftobefooledbyaguy,toneverfallinlove.

TheloveIknewwastheoneIhadfrommy

fatherandthatwasenoughforme,Ididn'tany

more. 

ItwasaweekbeforetheValentine'sDaybash

thatwasgoingtobeheldatschoolandIreally

wasn'tlookingforwardtoit.Seeitsattimeslike

thesethatIwishIwasstillbeing

homeschooled. 

Thuliwasstillonaboutmegoingtochurchand

Iwasstilldeclining.I'mactuallysurprisedthat

westillfriendsnow,shehasbeenagoodfriend

tomeandevendaddythinksshe'sagood

influence.Tiisetsostillavoidsmeatschoolbut

here,athome,shevisitsmesometimes.Ijust

giveherwhatshegivesmesoIguesswejust

friendsathomeandIdon'thaveaproblemwith

that. 

Dad:Wakeupangel. 



Icouldn'tbelievethatitwasmorningalready,I

hadjustsleptaminuteago.OK,notreallybut

that'showitfelt.Ihadbeenupstudyingand

practicingforsomemathstestwewritingandI

neededtoaceit. 

Me:Justfivemoreminutes. 

Dad:No. 

HeremovedtheblanketIhadbeencovering

myselfwithandIhadnochoicebuttowakeup.

Ihadjoinedthesoccerteamatschoolandthe

choirwhileThuliwentfornetballanditwas

good. 

OfcoursetherewerebadmomentsbutItried

somuchtofocusonthegood. 

Igroanedandgotupfromthebedandhegave

mespacesoIcouldbath. 

It'sWednesdaytodaysoIhadsoccerpractice. 

Iworemyskirt,golfshirtandschoolshoes.I

madesuretoputmytrainingclothesand



soccerbootsinsidemybacktoavoidforgetting

themthenItiedmyhairintoabun.Iput

Vaselineonmylipsthenwenttopouroutmy

bathingwaterthentookmybagandjoinedmy

fatheratthekitchen. 

Dad:Iwon'tbeabletopickyouafterschool. 

Me:Whynot? 

Dad:Ihaveabusydaytoday,you'llhavetotake

ataxi. 

Me:KodwababangiyaSaba(I'mscared)

Dad:it'sonlyfortodaymybaby. 

Ijustnoddedandatemybreakfast.Hedrove

metoschoolandgavemethetaxifaretogether

withmylunchmoney.Thuliwaswaitingforme

atthegate,wesharedabriefhug. 

Thuli:Howareyou? 

Me:I'mokayIguess,you? 

Thuli:I'mgood,byGod'sgrace. 



Me:Youshouldbeamamfundisi,thewayyou

foreverpreachaboutGod. 

Thuli:WhatareyousomadatGodthough? 

Me:It'stooearlyforalectureThuli. 

Shekeptquietandwewalkedtoourclass. 

Iwaswithheragainduringbreak. 

Thuli:Whatareyougoingtowear? 

Me:Youmeannextweek? 

Shenodded. 

Me:IdoubtI'llbeattendingthebash. 

Thuli:Youcan'tdothattomeBonga. 

Me:YouknowIdon'tlikeattentionandit'sbad

enoughwhenpeopleseemeInmyuniformnow

I'llhavetowearcasualclothes.Ijustcan't.I

can'tsurviveanotherpanicattackorworse,to

slipintodepressionagain. 

Ihadtoldherallabouteverythingand

surprisingly,shedidn'tjudgeme.Allshesaid



wasIhadtogotochurchandfixmy

relationshipwithGod.Whatrelationship?I've

beenthroughalotandgodwasneverthereso

thingsarejustbetterwhenwedon'tgiveeach

otherattentionlikethis. 

Shesighedbeforetalking. 

Thuli:Youworrytoomuch. 

Me:Youwould,ifyouwereinmyshoes. 

Thuli:KodwaBonga-

Me:NoThuli.Ihopeyoufindyourvalentine. 

Thuli:Youmightbesurprisedwhenyougeta

flowernaMachocolate. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:That'sneverhappening. 

Thuli:Neversaynever. 

Wewentbacktoclassafterbreakandlessons

wenton. 

Sportstimecameandwewenttothetoiletsto



changeintoourpracticingclothes. 

Thuli:Whenisyourdadpickingyouup? 

Me:Hetoldmetotakeataxi. 

Thuli:I'llgowithyou. 

Me:Areyousure? 

Thuli:Duuh! 

Sherolledhereyesandwehugged.Sheknew

howscaredIwasofsuchpublicspacesand

especiallywhenIhadtofaceallthepeople

alone. 

Iwenttomysoccerteamandpracticebegan.

I'mverygoodinsoccershameandagain,it

keepsmefit.Ievenhadaflatstomach,notthat

mystomachwasn'tflat,Ijusthadalittle

mkhababutnow,Iwasinshape. 

Itseemedtodaywehadanaudience.Theboys

fromthesoccerteamwerewatchingus.Pervs,

theywereprobablyhereforsomepussyandI

reallywasn'tinterested.Iknewnoonewillgo



formeunlesstheylookingatmyassbutI

wasn'tgoingtoallowanyonetofoolwithme. 

Insteadofbeingthestrikerasusual,Ibecame

thegoalie,atleastthatwasgoingtogiveme

lessattention. 

Ididn'trealizeIwasthatgoodofagoalieand

thewaytheguyswerecheeringforme,it

seemedlikeIhadmadequiteanimpression. 

Afterpractice,ThulicametomebeforeIwent

tochange. 

Thuli:Iseeyoumadequiteanimpression. 

Me:Pleasedon'tmentionit. 

Thuli:IheardtheguystalkingwhenIcame

here. 

Me:Ireallydon'twannahearit. 

Thuli:ButBonga-

Me:No,Thuli.I'vecometoofartocareabout

whattheythinkofme.I'drathertheytalkbehind



mybackthanthemsayingittomyfaceand

bruisingmyalreadybruisedconfidence. 

WewenttothetoiletswhereIchangedback

intomyuniformandshetookataxiwithmeto

myhome.Shecamewithmeinsidetheyard

andwewentinsoIcouldputmybagdown.I

foundDadbusywiththetailoringmachine. 

Me:Goodafternoondaddy. 

Thuli:Sawubonababa. 

Dad:Hellogirls. 

Afterputtingmybackdown,Ipouredsome

juiceforThuliandIaccompaniedhertocatcha

taxiafter.Iwasholdingherbagwhilewehada

lightconversation. 

Thuli:Idohopethatonedayyouagreetocome

withmetochurch. 

Me:AskGodtopersonallytouchmyheart,then

maybeImightconsiderit. 

Thuli:I'llkeeponprayingforyou. 



Ihuggedherandgaveherherbagasshegot

insidethetaxi.Iranbackhomeandtookoffmy

uniform.IwastiredfrompracticesoIwentto

bedimmediately. 

WhenIgotup,Ididallmyhomeworks.We

didn'tevenwritethetestthatIhadpracticedso

hardforandIwasreallydisappointedatthat.I

hadreallyputmyallandIwasprettysurethatI

wasgoingtonailit. 

ImadesupperwhenIwokeup,dishedupforus

andweatewhilewatchingTV. 

Wewenttosleepafter. 

Forthefirsttimeinawhile,Ihadadream. 

IneverdreamwheneverIsleephenceIwas

surprised.Idon'tactuallyremembermuchbutI

feltasenseofunimaginablepeaceinthat

dream,myheartwasfilledwithsomuchjoy

thatIdidn'tunderstand. 

IwaswalkingbutitseemedlikeIwasfloating



onair,therewasnonegativethoughtinmy

mindandtheplacehadsomuchlove. 

IcannotremembermuchbutIrememberhowit

felt. 

TheonlyquestionIhadwas,whatdiditmean? 

.

.
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Iwokeupthefollowingdayandprepared

myselfforschool.ItsoundslikeamiraclebutI

hadacertaininnerpeacethatIhadnever

experienced.Ithinkit'sprobablybecauseofthe

dreamIhadbutIhadneverfeltthisway.I

wasn'tcomplainingthoughbecauseitwasa

gooddream.Myfatherwasevensurprisedthat

hedidn'tneedtodragmeoutofbedfirst. 



Ichuckled. 

Me:Youneedtohavealittlefaithinmedaddy. 

Dad:Iguessyougrowingupnow. 

Me:Igottadad

Itookmybathingwater,pouredinabasinand

startedwashingmybody.Idriedandlotioned

afterwards.Becauseit'saThursday,Iwassad

becauseIhadtowearmytunic.Truthis,ifit

wasuptome,Iwouldneverwearitbecauseof

howitjustshowsmybodyoff.Itmakesme

uncomfortablebutatschool,it'samustforus

towearandit'snotlikeIcangototheprincipal

andbelike"Ican'twearthetunicbecauseit

showsoffmybody".Isighedandtookmytunic

andworeit.

Iworemyschoolshoesthencombedmyhair

intotwobunsthistime.Iusedthetabletoput

inallthebooksI'llbeneedingtodayandwentto

thekitchen.Dadgavememybowlofbreakfast

andweatetogether. 



Dad:Whatwillyouwearnextweek? 

Me:What'shappeningnextweek? 

Dad:DidyounotmentionsomeValentines

event? 

Me:Ohthat. 

Irolledmyeyes.Iwasnotlookingforwardto

attendingthatatall.Ihadabsolutelynoreason

to.Beingmeisreallynotappeasinginanyway,

tobeconstantlyinsultedbutIwasgratefulthat

IhadseenlessofthatattheschoolIwas

attendingatthisyear. 

Dad:Ain'tyougoing? 

Me:Ican'tdisappointThulibutIdon'twannago

dad. 

Dad:Baby,youshouldreallystopletting

people'sopinionsdictateyourlife. 

Me:Youknowit'snotthateasybaba. 

Dad:Iknowbutyoushouldatleasttry. 



Me:I'lltry.Areyoupickingmeuptoday? 

Dad:Youdoknowthatkidsyouragetaketaxis

toschool. 

Me:What? 

Dad:Baby,IthinkI'vebeenshieldingyoufortoo

long.Runningawayneversolvesanything. 

Me:Youweren'tReallybusy,wereyou? 

Helookedaway.Icouldn'tbelievemyown

fatherwasdoingthistome.Ihaddependedon

himsomuchbutagain,Iwasgettingwherehe

wascomingfrombutIwasn'tready.Iwasn't

readytogetoutofmyfather'sshield.Icouldn't,

atleastnotnow.Tearsfilledmyeyes,Ididn't

wanttogobacktothatdarkplace,Ididn'tneed

tolivewithallthatfearagain,theconstant

anxietyattackswhichleadtomydepression.I

couldn't.WhatifIdon'tsurvivethistime?Itwas

alljusttoosoonformeanditwashardto

fathom. 



Dad:Ohhbaby,I'msorry.Iknowyouprobably

ThinkI'mdesertingyou-

Me:Idon'twanttogobacktheredad,Idon't

wanttogobackintothatdarkplaceagain. 

HecameandembracedmeandIsobbedinhis

arms.HebrokethehugwhenIhadcalmed

downandwipedthetearswithhisfingers.

Dad:IknowyounotreadyandI'msorryfor

rushingyou.Ionlywantwhat'sbestformylittle

girl. 

Hekissedmeontheforehead,tookmybagand

wewenttohiscar.Heopenedthedoorforme

andIgotinthenwenttohisside.Hestartedthe

caranddroveoff. 

HegaveMemylunchmoney,Ikissedhimon

thecheekandgotoff.Whatdaddoesn'tknow

isthatwehadbeensavingmoney.Weonly

usedapotionofourlunchmoneyandevennow,

Thulihasn'ttoldmethereasonbehindthat. 



Ifoundherwaitingformeatthegateasusual

andwesharedabriefhug. 

Thuli:Howareyouthismorning? 

Me:FineIguess. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Ididn'tknowhowI

felt.YesIfinallyhadpeacebuttherewerestilla

wholebunchofstuffgoingthroughmymind.I

feltlikeIhaddecisionsIneededtomakewhich

Ididn'tknowhowtogoaboutwith. 

Me:You? 

Thuli:I'mgood,it'sallbytheGraceofGod. 

Herewegoagain.Ihopetherewasnodoctrine

comingcausereally,Iwasnotinthemood. 

Wewalkedsilentlytoourclassforachange.It's

likesheknewIdidn'twanttoengageinany

conversation,moreespeciallyoneinwhich

she'dbetellingmeaboutherGod. 

WewenttoAssemblywhenthebellrang.

Announcementsweremadeandofcoursethey



wantedactsforthebash.Itwasmorelikea

concertoraneventthenlater,bash.Iactually

didn'twanttobeanypartofthissilliness. 

Weweredismissedafterandwewentbackto

ourrespectiveclasses. 

Thuli:Don'tforgetwegotchoirpracticetoday. 

Me:Yes,ofcourse. 

IsangfirstsopranowhileshesangAltointhe

choir.BythatIthinkyoualreadyknowIhave

quiteasoftvoice,nottoosoftthough. 

Lessonsbeganandsoonafter,itwasbreak

time.IwassittingwithThuliduringbreakwhen

Tiisetsocametous.Shegreetedandwereplied.

Wedon'tnormallytalkatschoolsoIwondered

whatshewanted. 

Tiisetso:CanItalktoyouinprivate? 

IlookedatThuliandshenoddedsoIstoodup

andwewenttostandabitofdistancefrom

them. 



Tiisetso:Youcomingtothebashnextweek? 

Me:I'mnotsureyet,why? 

Tiisetso:Ijust..Ithoughtyouwouldn'twanna

come,youdon'tlooklikethebashtype. 

Me:Whydon'tyouwantmetocome? 

Shefakedalaugh.Shewasactingveryfunnyif

youaskme. 

Tiisetso:It'snotlikethat...It'sjust..Iwasjust

asking. 

Inoddedandsheleft,justlikethat.Itwasvery

weirdifyouaskme.Shewasactingveryfunny. 

IwentbacktoThuli. 

Thuli:Whatdidshewant? 

Me:Canyoubelieveshedoesn'twantmeto

cometothebash? 

Thuli:What? 

Me:Yeah,sheaskedifI'mcomingthenItold

herI'mnotsurethenshewaslikeshethoughtI



wasn'tgoingtocome. 

Thuli:That'sweird.Imean,whywouldshewant

younottocome? 

Me:Beatsme. 

Thuli:Unless.. 

Me:What? 

Thuli:Unlesssheknowssomething. 

Me:I'mnotfollowing. 

Thuli:Imeanifsheknowssomethingthat

mightbenefityouinagoodwaythenshe'll

probablywantyoutobeabsentsoyoucan

missout 

Me:Thatmakessense. 

WhatThuliwassayingwasmakingsomuch

sense.IoncethoughtthatTiisetsoisagood

friendthenshechangedouttobesomeone

else.Iwonderwhatitwasthatshewastryingto

makememiss. 



Wewentbacktoclassafterbreak. 

Whenthebellrangforschoolout,wewentto

relieveourselvesatthetoiletbeforegoingto

thehallwherethepracticeisgoingtobeheld. 

See,atourschool,wehavethePresidentwhois

doingGrade12andhehappenstobethe

captainofthesoccerteamandtheVice

PresidentwhoisagirlanddoingGrade12too.

Theguywastheoneaddressingus.Hisname

isKamogelo.MostpeoplecallhimK-morebut

I'llcallhimKamoforshort. 

Kamo:Y'allknowwehavingsomehereinour

schoolnextweekFridayandthechoirwillbe

requiredtoperformAmongotherpeople. 

Thepeoplescreamed.Well,itdoesn'tmatter

whatthisguyissaying,peoplealwaysscream.

He'dsneezeandthey'dstilldothat.Ithinkit's

thekinderprestigeheheld.Thewaythegirls

werealwayssurroundinghim,justeverything

abouthim.



Afterhislittlespeech,practicestarted. 

Atleastthistime,Ifoundmyfatherwaitingfor

meandIwasrelieved.Ididn'tlikebothering

Thuliandshe'dhavetogooutofherwayto

makesureIgethome. 

WehuggedforthelasttimeandIwenttoour

car. 

.

.
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Dad:Iseeyoutwoarequiteclose. 

Me:YoumeanThuliandI? 

HenoddedandIsmiled.Shewasreallya

blessinguponmylifeandapartofmehoped

thatshewouldneverturnoutfake. 



Dad:Ihopeshedoesn'thurtyouintheend. 

Me:Ihopesotoo.Shewantsustogoto

church. 

Dad:Idon'tseeanythingwrongwiththat. 

Iraisedmyeyebrowandlookedathim.There's

everythingwrongwithchurchandit'speople.

Theyaretoojudgemental.Wewerejudged

becauseofsimplethingsliketheshoeswe

wore.Somuchforgoingtoworship,praiseand

worshipGod.IsthathowGod'speoplebehave

andact?Well,I'drathernotbeanypartofsuch

blasphemy. 

Me:Don'tstarttoo.Youdon'tevengoto

church. 

Dad:Youshouldblameyourselfforthat. 

Me:Me? 

Dad:YouknowIcan'tgowithoutyou. 

Me:Waytogodad. 



Hechuckledandparkedhisvaninouryard.I

gotoutwithmybagandheunlockedthedoor. 

Me:Didyoucook? 

Dad:Ihadquiteabusyday. 

Me:Alright,letmechangethencook. 

HenoddedandIwenttothebedroomwhereI

changedintoasimpleTeeandshortsthen

woreflipflops. 

IcookedRicewithmince.Idishedupforthe

bothofusandweateinfrontoftheTV. 

Thefollowingday,Igotupasusualand

preparedmyselfforschool.Goodthingtoday,I

waswearingaskirtandgolfshirt.Dadhad

boughtstockingsformesoIworethemtoo

andworeschoolsocksandshoes.Imadeonly

onebunwithmyhair,tookmybagthenwentto

thekitchen. 

Dad:Don'tyouwantaphone? 

Me:WhatwillIdowithaphone? 



Dad:Teenagersyouragealreadyhavephones. 

Me:No,thankyou. 

Dad:Whatdoyouwantthen? 

Me:Idon'tknowdad,maybesomeshoes. 

Dad:Alrightthen. 

Weatebreadwithbutterandteathenhedrove

metoschool.

Dad:You'lltakeataxitoday? 

Me:Baba! 

TearscreptupinmyeyesandIlookedathim

pouting. 

Dad:I'llcomepickyouup.I'llbeabitlate

though. 

Me:Howlate? 

Dad:Anhour. 

Me:I'llwait. 

Ikissedhimonthecheekandgotoutafterhe



gavememylunchmoney.Iwaslatethistime.

LatebecausethebellrangimmediatelyafterI

enteredtheyardandIwasreallydisappointed

inmyself.IquicklyrantomyclassbecauseI

wasn'tabouttogototheassemblywithmybag.

ThuliprobablythoughtIwasnolongercoming

toschoolbuttherewasnowayI'dbeabsent. 

It'swhenIgotbackfromassemblythatI

realizedthatshe,infactwastheoneabsent.

Thiswasgoingtobealongdayforme,Ihad

gottensousedtohavingheraroundthatI

wonderedhowIwasgoingtosurvivethisday. 

Nobuhlecametomytable.Rememberthe

meangirlwhoembarrassedmeonthefirstday?

Thetallbarbiedoll?Her.Iwonderedwhatshe

wantedthistime.Ihadnoenergyforherbut

unfortunately,weinthesameclass. 

Nobuhle:Khensaniright? 

Inodded.Idon'tevenknowhowsheknewmy

secondnamebecauseeveryonecalledmeby



myfirst. 

Shelookednexttome,Thuli'semptyseat. 

Nobuhle:Iseeyourbodyguardisabsent. 

Ijuststaredather.Ineededhertogettothe

point.Thesamepointthatwasprobablygoing

toendwithmeintears. 

Nobuhle:Youknow,Idon'tgetwhyuglybitches

likeyouexistonearth. 

There.Thereshegoesinsultingme,Ihaddone

absolutelynothingtothisgirlexcepttakingher

seatwhichIhadabsolutelynoideabelongedto

her.Whydidshehavetoinsultme?Whydidshe

haveagainstme?Iallowedhertohaveherway

withwordsagainstmecauseIhadnopowerto

fighther.HowcouldIwhenshehasthebacking

ofthewholeclass?Theycrackedupinlaughter

likeshehadsaidaTrevorNoahjoke. 

Nobuhle:Wow,soyounotgoingtosay

anything? 



Theclasslaughedagain. 

Nobuhle:Oh,Iforgot,she'salwaystheone

speaking. 

ShewaspointingatThuli'schairandmytears

wereonthevergeoffalling. 

Nobuhle:See,Khensani,I'm101%betterlooking

thanyou,Iwon'tbebroughtdownbyyour

overweightass. 

Aftersayingthat,shetookherflatassand

catwalkedtoherseat.Icouldfeelontheeyes

thatwereonme.Ijustfoldedmyarmsontop

ofthetableandbowedmyheaddown.I

couldn'tletthetearsfall,notinfrontofthe

wholeclass. 

Ididn'tevenknowwhyagirllikeherwouldfeel

threatenedbyme. 

Whenthebellrang,Iimmediatelyrantothe

toiletswhereI'dbeabletoburstoutintears

freely,withnofearofanyoneseeingme.WhenI



wassatisfied,Iflashedthengotoutand

washedmyfaceinthesink.Ididn'tevenhave

appetite.IwenttositwhereInormallysitwith

Thuliandjustletmymindrunwild. 

Itwasevenworsehavingtoagainwaitformy

fatheralone.IreallymissedThuliandIdidn't

evenknowhowIcanreachhersoIcouldknow

thereasonbehindherabsence. 

NowIreallywishIhadtookuptheofferof

takingataxihomecausethiswasreally

torture. 

WhenIsawmyfather'scarpullingup,I

immediatelywenttoitandgotinsidewithout

sayingaword. 

Dad:What'swrong? 

Me:...

Ireallydidn'twanttotalkabout.Goodthingit

wasaFridaybecauseifitwasn't,Idon'tknow

howIcouldhavebeenabletofacemyclass



againtomorrow.Theyprobablyallsawmeasa

joke.NobuhlereallyhaditgoingformeandI

stillwonderwhatwrongIhaddonetoher,I

didn'tevenknowher. 

Dad:WhatdidIdo? 

Me:Pleasejustdrive. 

Isankbackonmyseat.Ijustwantedtogo

homeandsleep,I'dbeabletoforgetabout

today'seventsforafewhours.Itwasabadday

forme.SometimesIjustfeltlikerunningaway

andnevercomingback. 

IhadtriedsuicidebutdeathwassomethingI

wasafraidofandIdidn'twanttogoback,I

didn'twanttogobacktothatdarkplaceagain. 

Igotoutofthecarafterheparked.Iwentinside

thehouse,threwmybagonthebedandtook

offallmyuniformandworeoneofmyfather's

oldT-shirtswhichwaslikeadresstomeand

slept. 



Iwasexhaustedandsleepwasoneofthe

remediesthatkeptmesane. 

WhenIwokeup,IfoundthatDadhadcooked

andIthankedmyluckystarsbecauseIwas

hungry,Ihadn'teatenatbreakbecauseof

NobuhlewhomItriednottothinkaboutagain. 

Iatemyfoodthendecidedtodomy

homeworksimmediatelybecauseIwantedto

havealazyweekend. 

IwatchedsoapiesaftertillIhadtogotosleep. 

Saturday,Ihadabsolutelynoplansfortheday

butdadforcedmetogotothecitywithhim. 

I'msayingheforcedmebecauseIdidn'twant

to.Itookabathandworemyskinnyjeansafter

withagolfshirt.IworemyAllstarsneakersand

acaponmyheadthenweleft. 

Me:Whatareyougoingthereforanyway? 

Dad:Isitwrongtowantustospendtime

togetherawayfromhome? 



Me:ButDad,wecouldhavedonethissome

othertime. 

Dad:There'snobettertimethanthepresent

baby. 

Isighedandhedroveovercomfortablesilence

tillwegotatthecity.Therearesomanyshops,

buildingsandofficesattheCBD. 

Westartedwithhismaterialandhealsobought

mesomesneakers.IwantedVansoldSkool. 

Iwassuperexcitedwhendadboughtitforme

andbecauseofourlowbudget,it'sonlywhatI

gotbutIwasmorethanhappy.Myfatherhad

donealotformeandIwasgratefulfor

everythingandeachandeveryeffort. 

Dad:I'mgoingtochurchtomorrow. 

Me:Enjoy. 

Dad:Ain'tyougoingwithme? 

Me:MeandGoddon'tmixsonope. 



Dad:Iwon'tforceyoumybaby. 

Me:Sincewhendoyougotochurchthough? 

Dad:Doesitmatter?

Me:Imean,you'veneverbeeninterestedin

churchorthisreligionstuff. 

Hesmiledbetweenhisteeth.Nowdadwasjust

beingweird. 

Me:Whatareyouhiding? 

Dad:You'dbesurprisedathowGodcanjust

touchyourheartandchangeyourlifeforthe

better. 

Me:Pleasedon'tpreachforme.Ialreadyhear

enoughfromThuli. 

Dad:Ilikeher. 

Me:She'stooyoungforyoudad. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:YouknowIdon'tmeanitthatway. 



Ilaughed.Iwasjustbeingsilly. 

Me:Iknow. 

Hehadboughtsometakeawayswhichweate

whenwegothome. 

Iwonderwhathadinspireddad'snewattitude

towardschurchorGodforthatmatter.
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Ireallythoughtdadwaskiddingwiththis

churchthingbutnope. 

OnSundaywhenIwokeup,Ifoundhimtryingto

tiehistie.Hewastappinghisfootonthefloor

whilehummingasongsoftlyandthattoldme

hisinagoodmood.Whatwashappeningwith

myfatherthough?Trustme,Idon'thaveany

problemswithhimbeinghappycauseIthink

everyonedeservestobehappythoughithas



neverhappenedtomebutIthinktherewas

somethingorsomeonebehindhissudden

mood. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Dad:Goodmorningmybeautifulprincess,oh

whatagreatmorning. 

Me:Andthen? 

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathimwithbothof

myeyebrowsraisedandhechuckled,shaking

hishead.Itappedmyfootdownjusttoshow

himImeanbusiness. 

Dad:Soyoureallymeantitwhenyousaidyou

notcomingwithme.HereIwasthinkingyou'd

changemymind. 

Irolledmyeyes.Hewastryingtochangethe

subjectandtotallyignorethedirectionmy

questionisheaded. 

Me:Whichchurchareyougoingtoanyway? 

HethoughtforawhileandIstaredathim. 



Dad:Iactuallyhadnoidea. 

Heclearedhisthroatandlookedathiswrist

watch. 

Dad:Igottagocupcakes. 

Me:Whoareyougoingwith? 

Dad:Umm..I'mlate. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek,plainlyignoringmy

questionandleftmejustlikethat.Isighedthen

filledtheurbanwithwatersoIcanalsobath. 

SomeoneknockedonthedoorwhileIwas

waitingforthewatertoboil.Ihadjusthad

breakfast.Iworemyflipflopsandwenttoopen

thedoor. 

IwassurprisedtoseeTiisetsoonmydoorstep.

Whatcouldshepossiblywant? 

Me:Hello. 

Tiisetso:Hey,canIgetin? 

Inoddedandmadespacesoshecouldgetin.I



closedthedoorafterandwewenttositinthe

chairsinourkitchen. 

IwaitedforhertosaysomethingcauseIknew

shewouldn'tjustpopatmydoorsteplikethat.I

usuallymeetwithherintheafternoonsjustto

catchupcausewedon'ttalkatschool.

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink? 

Tiisetso:I'mfine,thanks. 

Sheclearedherthroat.Shewasbusyfiddling

withherfingers.Silencehadfilledtheroomtill

shebroketheice. 

Tiisetso:I..IheardaboutwhatNobuhledid. 

Embarrassmentembracedmyface.Afew

thoughtsandquestionsranthroughmymind

butthewasonewhichwashighlyaudible;How

didsheknow?Withthisonefollowedanother;

Doesthewholeschoolknow?Andagain,I

thoughtofhowImightbethelaughingstock

throughoutschool.Isuddenlydidn'tfeellike



goingbackthere.Itwasgoingtobehellforme

justlikewiththeotherschools.Ihadnoidea

howIwasgoingtosurviveallofthatbut

somethinginmetoldmenottoworry.

Somethinginsidetoldmetosmileandbe

happy. 

ItactuallyfeltlikeIwasgoingmad.Allthis

manyvoicesinsidemyheadandaverygently

voicethatIcouldn'thelpbutlistento. 

Me:Howdid..Howdidyouknow? 

Myvoicecameoutasawhisper.Iactually

didn'tKnowhowtofeelaboutallthis. 

Tiisetso:Afriendofmineis..Umm(clearsthroat)

She'sfriendswith..WithNobuhle. 

Me:Oh

Icouldactuallyseethattherewasmoretothis

thanshewaslettingoutbutIjustbrusheditoff

anddecidednottooverthinktoomuchabout,

lestIfallbackintothatdeep,darkplace. 



Tiisetso:Ijust..Thingis.. 

Ifocusedmyattentiononher.Itseemedas

thoughwhatshewasgoingtosaywasn'tgoing

tobeanythingnice.SomethingIhadgottenso

usedto. 

Me:What? 

Tiisetso:Look,Nokubonga,youagoodperson

andIreallydolikeyouandasafriend,I'dwarn

youagainstNobuhle. 

Me:ButIdidn'tdoanythingtoher. 

Tiisetso:Shewon'tstopuntilshedestroysyou

andnowshe's.. 

Shestoppedforawhileandsighedthentooka

deepbreathinandout. 

Me:She'swhat? 

Tiisetso:She'splanningsomethingagainstyou

atthebash,henceIaskedifyougoing. 

Withthatsaid,sheuppedandleft,leavingme



alonetodigestallthatshehadtoldme.What

didshehaveagainstmethatwouldmakeher

gotosuchextremestomakemylifehell?Was

itevergoingtoend?Isomehowwishedthatmy

dad'shappinesscouldjustruboffofmefora

minute. 

Ididn'tgotoschoolonMondayandIhadto

fakesicknesssodadcouldletmebunk.Ijust

couldn'tdoit.Icouldn'tgotoschoolandface

Nobuhleandalthough,IknewIcouldn'trun

foreverbutit'lljusthavetodofornow. 

DadcamewhileIwasrestinginsidethe

blanketsonmybed. 

Dad:What'sreallywrongwithyou? 

Myeyeshadbagsunder,Ihadcriedmyselfto

sleepthepreviousnightbecausefranklyallthis

wasrunninginmymind.Thetearswouldjust

streamdownmycheekswithoutmeputtingin

anyeffort. 

Ifacedtheotherway.Ididn'twanttotalkabout



this,Ijustwantedtosleepitallaway.Ihad

drankmypillsbuttheydidn'thelpmeinanyway

andasmuchasIwantedtodrinkmore,I

couldn't.Ican'tsayIknewwhatwasstopping

me. 

Dad:Youknowyounotgoingtorunaway

forever.Iknowyounotsick,atleastnot

physically. 

Withthatsaid,hegotupashehadbeen

kneelingnexttomybedandwentoutofthe

room. 

Isighed,hewasrightinanyway.Ipouredcold

Waterandbathed,Ididn'tevenfeelit's

temperature.Iworeanolddressthenwentto

sitoutside,undertheshade. 

Ididn'twanttothink,Ijustneededthefeelof

natureforawhileandthat'swhenIdecidedto

gositbytheriver.Theflowingsoundofthe

riverwassoothingtomyratchetsoul. 

Iwentbackhomewhenmyappetitehad



returnedfromwhereverithadrantoandmy

heartskippedwithjoywhenIfoundDaddishing

upforthebothofus.Hesmiledwhenhesaw

andIsatdown.HegavememyplateandIwas

justabouttodiginwhenhespoke. 

Dad:Let'ssayGrace. 

Whattheheck?Hedidn'tevengivemea

momenttodeclinecauseheimmediately

closedineyes.Ireallyhadnoideawhatthehell

wasgoingonwithmyfathercauseweusually

justeat.Ilethimbe.Thisnewhim,well,Ireally

didn'tknowhowIwasgoingtodealwithhim. 

Dad:FatherGodwethankyouforthis

scrumptiousmealandweblessyourHolyname.

Thankyou.Amen. 

Iopenedmyeyesandhedidn'tevenlookatme

althoughIwaslookingathimbutjustate.I

reallydon'tknowwhatwasgoingonwithmy

father.Thehadtobesomeonewhowasbehind

hisnewattitudeatlife.Itwasn'tbadbutitwas



allquestionable.Myfatherhasneverbeena

prayingpersonthenhegoestochurchonly

onceandthishappens?Therehastobe

somethingbehindallthisnewhappenings. 

Iwashedthedishesaftereating.Ihadjust

finishedwithdryingthedisheswhenIhearda

knock.Isilentlyprayeditwasn'tTiisetsocauseI

wasreallynotinthemoodforher. 

Idraggedmyfeetandopenedthedoorafter

takingadeepbreathin. 

MyjawdroppedwhenIsawThulionmy

doorstep. 

Thuli:Closeyourmouthbeforeaflygetsin

there. 

ShepushedmeasideandgotinbeforeIcould

tellherto. 

ShehadsatdownalreadywhenIcame.Dad

hadwentwithoutevensayinghe'sleaving. 

IsatoppositeherandIcouldseeshewasabit



mad. 

Thuli:Youknowyousuchabadfriend. 

Me:WhatdidIdo? 

Iseriouslydidn'tknowwhatIdid.Itriedtothink

ofsomethingbutmymindjustwentblank,Ihad

noideawhatshewasonaboutreally 

Thuli:YouknowIwasabsentonFridaybutyou

neverbotheredtocheckonmeandtopofthat,

youbecameabsentandnowthatIseeyou,I

canseeyouperfectlyfine. 

Isighed.Ireallydidn'tknowhowtoanswerher. 

Me:I'msorry,Idon'tknowwhereyoulive,I

wouldhavecome.

Thuli:DidyoueveraskwhereIlive?Youdon't

evenhavemynumbers. 

Me:Idon'thaveaphone. 

Thuli:Oh? 

Inodded. 



Thuli:Butstill,youcouldhavelongaskedformy

address. 

Shewasright.IhadbeenabadfriendandIfelt

reallybad.Shehadalwaysbeenthereforme

butIwastooselfish,alwaysconsumedbymy

owntroublesthatIforgotabouthowshecould

begoingthroughsomething. 

Me:Youright,IhavebeenabadfriendandI'm

reallysorry.IpromiseI'llbeabetterfriendfrom

nowon. 

Thuli:Youpromise? 

Itookoutmypinkyfinger. 

Me:Ipromise. 

Wepinkypromisedandgiggledtogetherafter. 

Me:SowhywereyouabsentonFriday?Iwas

worriedaboutyou. 

Shesighed. 

Thuli:Iwassick.Ihadarunningstomach. 



Me:Wow,I'msorry.Areyoufinenow? 

Thuli:I'mahundred,mymomtookmetoa

doctor. 

Me:Oh,that'smuchbetter.Ireallyhavetoknow

whereyoustay,especiallybecauseIdon'thave

aphone.

Thuli:Whatkindof16yearolddoesn'thavea

phonethough?

Me:Youaskingmethesamethingdadsaidand

myanswerisstillthesame. 

Thuli:Whichis? 

Me:Idon'twantaphone.CanIgetyouanything

todrink? 

Thuli:I'vebeenhereforovertenminutesand

youonlyaskingnow? 

Ichuckled.Thuliisjusttoocrazy. 

Me:TeaorJuice? 

Thuli:Juice.Igotsomecakesthatmymom



bakedbutsinceyoudidn'tcome. 

Ilaughedandwenttopourjuiceforthebothof

usandwentbacktoher.Shehadputthe

lunchboxwiththecakesontopofthetableso

weatewiththejuice. 

Me:Theyaredelicious. 

Thuli:Iknowhey,whydidn'tyoucomecauseI

knowyounotsick? 

Isighed.Ididn'tthinkI'dhavetotellhersosoon.

Iactuallythoughtshehadforgottenaboutthis. 

Me:Ijusthadaheadachebutnowit'sgone. 

Ihadtolie,ifItoldher,she'dwanttogoto

Nobuhleandsortheroutandthatwouldonly

makemattersworseforme. 

Thuli:Really? 

Inodded.Idon'tusuallyliebutIhadto.Not

whenNobuhleisapparentlygunningformy

blood.Tiisetsodidsaythatshewon'tstopuntil

shehaddestroyedmeandIcouldn'tgiveher



moreammunitiontouseagainstme. 

Thuli:Mm.I'llpretendIbelieveyou,fornow. 

IaccompaniedThulitogocatchataxi.We

sharedabriefhugandshegotin,withme

closingthedoorforher.Iwentbackhomeand

watchedTVforthetimebeing. 

ShetoldmetheyhadnohomeworksoIcould

relax. 

IjustwonderedhowIwasgoingtobeableto

faceNobuhletomorrowbecauseIdidn'treally

havethestrength.
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AwordcameuptomeasIwassleepingandI

actuallythoughtIwasgoingcrazy.Iwasonly

withmyfatherintheroomandIsawthathe

wassleepingdeeply,henceIsay,IfeltIwas



gettingcrazy. 

"Finally,mybrethren,bestrongintheLord,and

inthepowerofhismight."

Thevoicesayingthiswasgentlyandvery

Angelic.WhenIopenedmyeyes,Ifeltthe

presenceofaheavenlybeing. 

Thepresencewastoolight.Itwasaslightasa

featheranditfilledmewithgreaterpeace. 

WhenIwokeup,thewordswerestillechoeing

inmymind.Icouldn'ttakeemoffitandit

soundedlikeabibleverseorsomethingofthat

nature. 

Me:Finally,mybrethren,bestrongintheLord,

andinthepowerofhismight.

Iwondered,wasitaGodspeaking? 

Surprisingly,IwasinagoodmoodifIdosayso

myself. 

Myfatherhadboiledwaterformealready. 



Ipouredandbathed.IreallythoughtI'dbe

nervousbutIwasactuallyjustrelaxed.Idried,

lotionedandworemytunicbecauseit's

Tuesday. 

HowIwishthatIhadactuallybunkedtoday

insteadofyesterdaybecauseIreallydon'tlike

wearingitandIdidn'thaveachoice.Tothink

I'malwayscomplainingeverytimeIwearit.Ifit

hadamouth,I'mthinkingitwould'velongtalked

backtome. 

Imadeaneatbunwithmyhair,tookmybag

thenwenttothekitchen. 

Dad:Youwerefast. 

Me:Isthatacompliment? 

Dad:Ofcoursebaby. 

Me:Thankyoudad. 

Isatdownandhegavemeabowlofporridge

thenweatebreakfasttogether,ofcoursehe

hadtosayGracefirst. 



I'dhavetotalktoThuliaboutitfirst.Dad'snew

attitudewasreallysuspiciousandIhadtohave

anopinionfromsomeoneelsebeforeIdecide

toconfronthim. 

Iquicklywashedthedishesbeforehedroveme

toschool. 

Dad:You'llhavetotakeataxiback. 

Me:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikearequest. 

Dad:It'sacommand. 

Me:What? 

Dad:I'vebabiedyouforalongtimenow.How

willyoubeabletofacetheworldifI'malways

shieldingyou? 

Me:What'sthesuddenchangefromnow? 

Dad:Baby,Ionlywantwhat'sbestforyou. 

Me:Soyouthinkthisiswhatbestforme?

Leavingmetobeexposedtotheworldandits

cruelty?Somuchforbeingmyfather!



Igotoutandbangedthedoor.Ican'tbelieve

thatmyownfatherwasdoingthistome.He,of

allpeople,knewallthatIhadbeenthrough.He

wastherethroughitallandnowhewasleaving

meallalonetofaceit. 

"Ephesians6:10beloved"

Ilookedaround.Ididn'tseeanyonefacingme.

Whojustspokethen? 

Icouldn'tfathomwhatwasgoingonwithme.

WasIreallygoingmad? 

SuddenlyI'mhearingBiblequotes,Ithink

someoneisprankingmebutwhothehellcould

thathavebeen. 

Isighedandwentthroughtheschoolyards,

meetingThulibythegate. 

Thuli:Youseemdisturbed. 

Isigheddeeply. 

Me:WherecanIstart? 



Shegavemeabriefhugthenwewalkedto

class. 

Thuli:Youknowyoucantalktome. 

Me:Somethingweirdjusthappened. 

Shenodded,assuringmethatIcancarryon. 

Me:IheardsomeonespeakingtomebutwhenI

lookedaround,everyonewasjustmindingtheir

ownbusiness.

Thuli:That'sweird. 

Me:Tellmeaboutit. 

Iputmybagdownonmychairthenwesaton

topofthetable. 

Thuli:Whatdidtheysay? 

Me:Huh? 

Thuli:Thepersondummy. 

Me:Ephesians6;10beloved. 

Herfacelitupandasmugembracedherface.I



wasconfusedbyallofthis.I'mnotareligious

personsoIdon'tevenKnowwhereintheBible

I'dstarttolookforthisverse.Idon'tevenhave

aBible. 

Thuli:Youshouldrejoice. 

Me:I'mconfused. 

Thuli:Youhaveheaven'sprotection. 

Me:Whatareyouonabout? 

Thuli:IthinkanAngelistheonewhosaidthat

toyou.Godknowsallaboutourtroublesand

he'salwaystheretocaterforoureveryneeds.

Me:It'stooearlyforapreaching. 

Thuli:Yousoignorant.

Me:HaiThuli.MeandGodarelikewaterandoil,

wedon'tmix. 

Hermindwasjustnotwithme. 

Thuli:BestrongintheLordandinthepowerof

hismight. 



Myjawimmediatelydropped.Thosearethe

wordsIhadheardinmydream.Thequestionis,

howdidsheknowcauseInevertoldher? 

Me:Howdidyou...Howdid..YouKnow? 

Thuli:That'sEphesians6:10silly. 

Me:What? 

Thuli:Yes,that'swhatGodwastellinyou. 

Me:Huh? 

Thebellrangandshegotupimmediately,

leavingmeastonishedlikethat. 

SoitreallywasGodwhospoketome.Butwhat

doeshewantfromme?Idon'tgotochurch,I

don'thaveaBible,Idon'tevenbelieveinHimor

inreligionforthatmatter.Whycouldn'the

speaktoThuli? 

It'slikeheknewwhatIneededtoKnowbuthow?

WherehasHebeenallthistime?Whydidhe

comenow? 



Ididn'tevenhearawordofwhatwassaidat

assembly.Mymindwasjustthinkingtoo

much. 

Theteacherarrivedimmediatelywhenwegotin

andIforcedmyselftoconcentratebecauseshe

mightendupbanningmefromclassandI

couldn'thavethat. 

Thuli:Yourmindhasbeenawaysince

assembly. 

Shesaidasweweresittingdowninourspot,

wehadjustboughtsnacks,itwasduringbreak

andIcouldFinallybreathe.Nobuhlekeptgiving

medeathstaresandIpretendednottonotice

althoughIwasshitscared.

Me:Ijustgotalotinmymind.. 

Thuli:Caretoshare? 

Me:Forstarters,myfatherhasbeenacting

weird. 

Thuli:Weirdhow? 



Me:Well,firstlyhewenttochurchonSunday. 

Thuli:Idon'tseeanythingwrongwiththat. 

Me:Hehasneverbeeninterestedinchurch

sincelike,forever,hedidn'tevenknowwhich

churchhewasgoingto. 

Thuli:Mm,tellmemore. 

Me:YouKnowhesaysGracebeforeeatingand

today,hedidn'twannacomepickmeup

anymore. 

Thuli:Don'tyouseeit? 

Me:What? 

Thuli:Yourfatherhassomeonewho'sbeen

influencinghiminarathergoodway.

Me:Youmeana..No. 

Thuli:Seemstomeyou'llbehavingamom

soon. 

Me:Noway! 

Thuli:Yesway 



ShegiggledandIjustwasn'tthere.Icouldn't

imaginemyfatherhavinganotherfemaleinhis

life.Ithadalwaysbeenjustmeandthat'showI

preferredthings.IhadtoKnowofthisperson

whowasstealingmyfatherfrommeand

reprimandthemforit 

CoulditbeShe'sright?Well,itallmadeperfect

sensenow. 

WewentbacktoclasswhenthebellrangandI

justpassedtime,waitingforschoolout. 

Ihadn'tseenTiisetsoandIwasn'tbotheredby

that.Iwasstillcontemplatingcomingtothe

bashonFriday.Ididn'twannadisappointThuli

butagain,Ididn'twanttoinfuriateNobuhleany

further. 

Thiswasreallygoingtobeatoughdecisionfor

me. 

WhywasIsoscaredofher?Imeanshealways

knewwhichbuttonstopressandIstillhadno

ideawhatisitthatIhaddonetoher,thatmade



herhatemethismuch 

Thuli:Ican'tcomewithyoutoday. 

Me:Oh? 

Iwasdisappointedtosaytheleast.Ihadgotten

sousedtohavingherinmyback. 

Thuli:I'msorrybutmymomispickingmeup,

wegoingtovisitasickrelative.

Me:Oh,gowell. 

AlthoughIwasdisappointed,Iunderstoodthat

familycomesfirst.Bloodisthickerthanwater

right? 

Yeah,hermomcamesoonerthanweboth

thought.Ihuggedherbeforeshegotinsideher

carthenIhadtowalkalonetocatchataxi. 

IwaitedandwaitedItellyou.Idon'tgetwhy

dadwaspunishingmelikethisandIfeltmyself

gettingmoreandmoreangryathimfordoing

melikethis. 



IimmediatelygotintothetaxiwhenItcameand

atleastIwasn'tthetopic.Itdroppedmeoffat

myhomeandIgotoutthendraggedmyfeetto

ourdoor. 

Itookoutmykeyandunlockedsincemyfather

wasn'tthere. 

Iundressedoutofmyuniformandintodad's

oldTee.Ithrewmyselfonthebedanddeep

sleepconsumedmeimmediately. 

Iwaswokenupbymygrumblingstomach.Dad

wasbusywithhissewingmachine.Ididn'teven

greethimbecauseofwhathehaddone. 

Imadesomesandwichesformyselfandate. 

Dad:Youavoidingmenow? 

Igotupandwentoutside.Ireallycouldn'tdeal

withthefactthathewasreplacingme.Myown

father.Afterallwehadbeenthroughtogether.

IthadalwaysbeenhimandIagainsttheworld
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Dad:Youcan'tavoidmeforever. 

Me:Whatdoyouwantmetosay? 

Dad:I'mstillyourfather. 

Me:Youdon'thavetoremind. 

Itookmybagandwenttositinthecar.Itwas

thefollowingmorning.Anewday,meaningits

sports. 

IguessIwashappybecauseIjustlovedsoccer

thatmuchandI'dactuallyfeellikeImatterin

theteam.It'sknowingthatmyabsencewould

beveryloudthatassuredmethatI'mactually

fillingsomesortofvoidintheteam. 

Ihadn'ttalkedtosinceyesterdayandactually,I

didn'tseeanyneedto.Ididn'tknowthisman.

Yes,helookedlikemyfatherbuthowhehad



changedovernightwashardtocomprehend. 

Icouldn'tfathomhowhecouldbecomeatotally

differentpersoninsuchashortperiodoftime

andfindnofaultinhowhewassuddenly

treatingme. 

IusedtobehisworldbutnowitseemedlikeI

didn'tmattertohim. 

Whatsoeverhappenedtomysweetfather.Isit

church?MaybethisiswhyI'dnevergoto

church.Iwouldn'twanttofindmyselfunableto

recognizethesuddenpersonitmightturnme

to. 

Hecameandgotinsidethecar.Helookedat

meandIjustlookedforward. 

Heshookhisheadthenstartedthecar.Forthe

firsttimeinaverylongtime,Icouldn'twaitto

gettoschool.Thetruthis,beinginmyfather's

presenceinfuriatedmeevenmore. 

Ijustcouldn'tdealwithhimnow.Istretchedout



myhandtohimafterhestoppedthecar. 

HeputmoneyInmyhandandItookitthen

thankedhim. 

Me:Younotpickingmeagain? 

Dad:JustknowI'mnotdoingthistopunishyou

or-

Me:Igetit. 

Igotoutandbangedthedoor.Thuliwas

waitingformeasusualAtthegate.Weshared

abriefhugthenIfakedasmilewhenwebroke

it.. 

Me:Howareyou? 

Thuli:That'safirst.

Me:What? 

Thuli:I'malwaysthefirstonetoaskhowyou

doing. 

Me:HahaIknow,likeItold,I'mgoingtobea

betterfriendtoyou. 



Thuli:Well,I'mfine,you? 

Me:I'malright.. 

Thuli:WhyamInotconvinced? 

Me:Whyaren'tyou? 

Wewalkedtoclass.Wehadbeenstandingat

thegate.WesawNobuhlepassingbyandshe

wasn'talone. 

Me:Ididn'tknowtheyweretogether. 

Thuli:Who? 

IpointedatNobuhlewhowasbeingcosywith

Kamo. 

Thuli:Mxm 

Me:What? 

Thuli:Ijustdon'tlikeher.She'sbitter,always

pickingoutoninnocentpeople. 

Me:Likeme. 

Thuli:Sheprobablyfeelsthreatenedbyyou. 



Me:WhatdoIhave?Lookather,shehasitall. 

Thuli:Noteverythingisasitseems. 

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 

Iwasconfusedbywhatshehadsaidand

somehowitfelttherewasmoretowhatshe

wassayingthansheletouttome.Ilookedat

hersothatshecouldexplaintomewhatshe

meant. 

Thuli:They'renotashappyastheyseem. 

Me:Howwouldyouknowthat? 

Thuli:Don'tyouwonderwhyshe'salways

pickingonyou? 

Me:Notreally. 

Ishookmyheadandshruggedmyshoulders.I

wasreallylostandIneededhertoexplain

furtherwhatshemeantbutitdidn'tseemlike

shewasgoingtogofurther.Weputourbags

downthenwenttoassembly. 



TheyremindedusaboutFridayandIwasn't

ready.It'sValentinesafterall,meaningwe'dbe

watchingcouplespubliclydisplayingtheir

affectionforeachotherwhilesomeofusare

single.Notthatitbotheredmebutitsucks. 

IalsowishIcouldreceivearoseandcard,thatI

couldhavesomeonetellmehowmuchthey

lovemeevenifit'salie.Isthatreallytoomuch

toaskfor?Idoubtitis. 

Wewentbacktoclassandlessonsproceeded.

Ireallydon'tknowwhyIhadtobeinthesame

classasNobuhle. 

Shereallymademybodyshiver.Isithertall

structureOrmaybeit'sthedeadstaresshe

alwaysgivesme?Idon'tknowbutIreallyreally

fearedherandsheknewthat. 

ThePresidentcametoourclasswiththevice

presidentandasusual,hehadthegirlseating

outofhishand.Thewayeveryonewarmedup

tohimthough,Ijustdidn'tgetit.Whatdidhe



havethatmadethewholeschoolfallathisfeet?

Iadmithe'shandsomeandallbutIstilldon't

getwhytheysuckuptohimthismuch. 

Theywerebusyscreamingandnotgivinghima

chancetospeak.You'dswearsomecelebrity

justentered.Iwasjustsittingtherewithmymy

handsonmyearsandmyeyesrollingcauseI

justdidn'tgetwhatthefusswasabout.Even

ThuliwassmittenwhileNobuhlewasblushing

ashell. 

Hemaintainedastraightfacebeforeclearing

histhroatandeveryonekeptquiet.Theywere

soquietthatyou'devenhearaneedlefall. 

Kamo:Asy'allknow,wegotalittlesomething

hereonFriday.

Class:Yeah! 

Kamo:There'sbeenanewtwisttotheevent. 

Wealllookedathimanxiously,waitingtohear

aboutthisnewtwist. 



Thuli:(whispering)Iwonder. 

Kamo:There'sgonnabeadance.Allthegirls

aregonnagetlockswithnumberswhilethe

guysgetkeyswithmatchingnumberstothose

oftheirdestinedpartnersandthatwillbeyour

dateforthebash. 

Class:Woah! 

Kamo:Thisisreallygoingtobeprettyfunifyou

askme.Andwhoknows,maybeoneofyou

yummymamismightgetapieceofthis. 

Hesmirkedandthegirlsscreamed.Irolledmy

eyes.Thisguyisjusttooarrogant,he'stoofull

ofhimselfandtoomuchforme.Actually,He

andNobuhlearejustperfectforeachother

causethatishowsheistoo. 

Hewalkedoutwiththevicefollowinghimlikea

puppybuttheclassstilltalkedabouthim. 

Thuli:Iwonderwhoamgonnaget. 

Me:Ireallydon'twishlikecoming. 



Thuli:Don'tbesuchapartypauper. 

Me:No,Idon'tlikethistwist.Whatifmydate

hatesme? 

Thuli:Let'snotoverthinkthings. 

Me:Ican'thelpit.Thisseemslikeablinddate

ofsomesort. 

Thuli:Iactuallythinkitsgonnabefun.Iwonder

who'sgonnagetK-more. 

"Ithinkthat'sobvious"

WelookeduponlytobemetbyNobuhle's

beautifulface. 

ThulirolledhereyeswhileIfeltmyheartbeat

accelerate.It'stheeffectshehasonme. 

Nobuhle:He'smineafterallandsorrytobreak

youlittlegirls'heartsbutnoneofyouisgetting

him. 

Thuli:Don'tbesurepretty.FromwhatIheard,

there'snoguaranteeofwho'sgettinghim. 



Nobuhle:Ohplease,I'mhisgirlfrienddummy,I

knowhisnumber. 

Thuli:Doyounow? 

Nobuhle:Yeah,he'sanumber08sohe's

obviouslygoingtogetakeywiththatnumber.

I'lljusthavetomakesureIgetalockwith

number08.

Sheflickedherhairthenwentbacktoherplace.

Idon'tknowwhyshehadtotellusherplans.

She'ssoobsessedwithKamo,tothinksheeven

hasitallfiguredout. 

Thuli:She'sreallyjustaprettyface. 

Me:Huh? 

Thuli:She'sstupid.Totellusallthat,ofcourse

we'llallprayandhopewegetan08.

Me:Exceptforme. 

Thuli:Youdon'tlikeK-more? 

Me:He'stoofullofhimself.Heactslikethe



KanyeWestofthisschool. 

Thuli:He'sthepresident! 

Me:Idon'tcare.He'stooarrogantand

annoying. 

Thuli:Well,IstillhopeIgetan08.Fingers

crossed. 

Me:Goodluckwiththat. 

Theteachercameandlessonsproceeded.I

reallydidn'twanttobeapartofthis.Idon'tlike

engagingincompetitionsbecausethissure

soundedandfeltlikeone.Everyonewasall

hopingtogetKamowhileIhopedIgetsickjust

soIendupnotcomingtoschool. 

Ontopofthat,thechoirwasgoingtoperform

anitemandbeinginsopranomeantI'llbeinthe

firstlineandIwasshitscared.I'mnotshybutI

hatepublicspacesandmoreespeciallybeing

thecenterofattention. 

Atbreaktime,weboughtpiesandacolathen



wenttositatourusualspot. 

Thuli:Weshouldgodoourhairtomorrow. 

Me:Withwhatmoney? 

Thuli:Whydoyouthinkwe'vebeensaving? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Ihadn'teventhought

itthatfar. 

Thuli:Youcanbeslowattimes. 

Me:Youmeanitwasforourhair? 

Thuli:Duuh! 

Igiggledandpunchedherlightly.Ithadbeen

longsinceIdidanythingwithmyhairandat

leastI'dbelookingabitdifferentatthebash.

Thingsmightturnupdifferentforme.

Whenthebellrangforschoolout,webothwent

tothetoilettochangeintooursportattire. 

Ihadsoccerpracticeandshehadnetball.After

changing,wepartedwaysandIwasstriking

thistime. 



Oneofthedefenders,Nosi,cametome. 

Nosi:Youhaveanamazingbodyyazi. 

Me:Who?Me?Youkiddingright? 

Nosi:Imeanit,IsowishIhadit 

Me:Youcanhaveitanytimeboo. 

Nosi:I'mprettysureI'dflauntitallthetime.

Showitoffandshit. 

Ilaughed.Ifonlysheknewhowuncomfortable

mybodymakesme. 

Whilstinthemistofpractice,theguyscame

againandIonlynoticedwhenIheardsome

cheeringafterIhadscoredagoal. 

Nosi:Theyseemtobefondofyou. 

Shesmirked.Idoubtedeverypartofthat

sentence.Idon'tthinktheyevennoticedme. 

WewenttochangeinthetoiletstofindThuli

havinglongchanged. 

Wewalkedtogethertocatchourtaxis. 



IwasverytiredwhenIgothome.That'showI

alwaysfeelafterpractice. 

Iimmediatelywenttotakeanapcausemy

bodywasshuttingdownonme. 

.
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Iwokeuplaterandofcourse,Iwashungry.I

triedignoringthegrumblingofmystomachbut

Ijustcouldn't.Iwenttobrushmyteethand

washmyfacefirstthenIwenttothekitchen. 

Ifoundmyfatherthere,readingabook.Being

thewellmanneredchildIam,Igreetedand

proceededtomakemyselffood.

Seeourhouseistworoomedsooneofthe

roomhasthekitchen,acouch,televisionand

hasadiningtableandchairs,henceyounever



hearmeofgoingtotheloungeordiningroom

causetheyallinthesameroom. 

Dad:Iamonlydoingwhat'sbestforyou.

UnderstandthatI'vebeenhidingyouundermy

shadowfortoolongandifIcontinue,youwon't

haveanychancetobeabletogrow. 

Me:Whynow? 

Dad:What? 

Me:Imeanthissuddenchange.I'mnotafool

dad.Idon'tbuythis"doingwhat'sbestforme"

act. 

Dad:Eehm..Whatdoyoumean? 

Me:Really?Yougonnapretendyoudon'tknow

whatI'mtalkingabout? 

Dad:Whatareyoutalkingabout? 

Me:IthinkyouKnowprettywell.Iknowthere's

someoneinyourlifewho'sinfluencingallthese

changes. 



Hesnickeredbeforeturningtolookatme

again. 

Dad:That'sridiculous. 

Me:Really?Isit? 

Dad:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay 

Me:Fine,pretendlikeyoudon'tknowwhatI'm

talkingabout.I'llbeafoolinallthisbutjust

know,I'mnotblind. 

Dad:Yousayingthingsthatain'tthere. 

Me:I'mhallucinatingnow? 

Dad:That'snotwhatImeant. 

Hechuckledlightly.Imademyselfacupoftea

andateitwiththebreadIhadmade.Idon't

knowwhydadhadn'tcookedcauseheusually

does. 

Idecidedtojustlethimbe.I'mthechildafterall

soIcan'tdictatehislife.Ijusthatedthathehad

tohidethingsfrommebutIhopedthathe



didn'thaveagirlfriend.Thatwasgoingtobe

prettyweirdandwasgoingtomakethingsvery

awkwardforme.Imaginemydadsayinghis

goingoutonadate.Eeuw. 

I'mactuallytheonewhoshouldbeonabout

datingandstuff,nothim.Itdoesn'tmakesense

atall. 

Iwenttodomyhomeworksthenwenttosleep

after.Ithadbeenalongdayformeafterall. 

Iwokeupasusualandtookabath.Iwasabit

nervous,thebashistomorrowandIhadnoidea

whatIwasgoingtowear.Whenitcomesto

clothes,Ihavequiteafashionsenseandmy

fatheralwaystoldmeIgotitfrommymombut

Ithinkhealsohadsomethingtodowithit,he's

adesignerafterall.Ihadthekicks,Iwasgoing

todomyhairtodaysowhatwasleftwasforme

tofindanoutfit. 

Isighedandworemyuniform.Skirt,golfshirt,

stockingsandmyschoolshoes.Imadethree



bunswithmyhair,putallmybooksintomy

schoolbag.Itookitthenwenttothekitchen. 

Dad:Good,youhere. 

Irolledmyeyes.WhereelsewouldIgo?Istay

hereafterallandit'smorning. 

Me:WhereelsewouldIbe? 

Dad:Youreallyneedtodroptheattitudenow. 

Me:I'msorrythen. 

Dad:Anyway,Iwantedtoaskyouwhatyou

goingtoweartomorrow. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Thisbashwas

stressingmeandifitweren'tforThuli,Iwould

nothaveevenbotheredtogotoschool.This

wasfrustratingformeandagain,Dadwould

neverletmebunkmoreespeciallybecauseI

wasabsentonMonday. 

Dad:Whatdoyouhaveinmind? 

Me:Truthis,Idon'tknow.Ithoughtaboutitbut



nothingcomestomind. 

Dad:I'llmakeaplanforyou. 

Me:Youwill? 

Igrinned.Thatwasgoingtobeonelessthingto

worryabout.

Dad:Ofcourse,youmydaughter.It'smyrightful

dutytolookafteryouandInevermind. 

Me:Thankyoudad. 

Ithrewmyselfinhisarmsandwesharedatight,

shortembrace.Daddrovemetoschoolthen

gavememoneyforlunchandtotakeataxi

home.Iwasslowlyandsurelygettingusedto

goingbackwithataxi. 

IhadtobetheonetowaitforThulibecause

surprisingly,Iwasearly. 

NobuhlejusthadtocomebutwhoamIkidding?

I'matthegatesoanyoneisboundtopassby

me.Shewaswithherboyfriend,theywere

holdinghands.Isawherscanmefrommy



shoestomyheadbeforesheevenapproached. 

Forthefirsttimeinmylife,Iexchangedstares

withthepresident.Helookedevenmore

handsomeatacloserviewandIactually

understoodwhileallthegirlsweresointohim. 

It'swhenNobuhleclearedherthroatthatI

noticedwehadbeenstaringateachotherfor

waytoolong.Ilookeddownastheypassedme

andIwasverysurethatshewasgoingto

murdermewhenwemeetalone. 

ShewassopossessiveofhimandIactually

understoodwhy.Itwouldhavebeenbetterifhe

didthesame.Itwasnosecrettherewasother

girlsandIhadheardfromThulihowsheused

tobeatallthegirlsthathecheatswith.

Apparentlytheyhaveanonandoffrelationship.

She'sverypopular(Nobuhle)aroundtheschool

anditsunderstandablebecauseshe'sdating

thepresident. 

Thuli:Hey. 



Itwashervoicethatbroughtmebacktoreality.

Ihadbeensolostinmyownthoughts.Ismiled

aswesharedabriefhug. 

Thuli:Thismustbeamiracle. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:What? 

Thuli:You,comingbeforeme. 

Me:Haha,it'sonlytoday. 

Thuli:Sohowareyou? 

Me:I'mgoodbabe,you? 

Thuli:I'mgoodhey,hanginginthere. 

Me:What'swrongnow? 

Thuli:Mymomisabitsick. 

Me:OhI'msorry. 

Igaveherahugandassuredherthatallwillbe

well.Wewenttoclasstoputourbagsdown

thenwenttoassembly.Wehadchoirpractice



todayanditwasmorefortomorrow'sevent. 

Weweredismissedtoourdifferentclassesand

lessonsstarted. 

IwaswaitingforThuliatthetoiletduringbreak

timewhenNobuhlecametomeandIreally

wishedtheearthcouldswallowmeup.Shewas

withhertwofriends. 

Nobuhle:Well,well,well.Whatdowehave

here? 

Theygiggled.Iwasalone,inacorner,with

thesethree.

Nobuhle:Ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,you

wouldn'tcometothebashtomorrow. 

Me:W..Why? 

MyvoicewasstutteringbutIhadtoforceitout.

Ican'talwaysshowherhowmuchshe

intimidatedme.Tothinkshe'sthin,youwould

thinkIcouldjustsqueezeherupbutshe'staller

thanmesoIdidn'teventhinkaboutit.I'mnot



eventheviolenttypeandmaybethatiswhyshe

feltshecouldruleoverme. 

Nobuhle:Isawhowyoulookedathim.You

reallydon'twannaseemyotherside. 

"Oohwescared"

ThatwasThulispeakingbehindme.Shenever

suckeduptoNobuhlewhileItrembledather

presence. 

Nobuhle:Idon'tgetwhatthishastodowith

you. 

Thuli:I'mactuallysickandtiredofyouNobuhle

bossingeveryonearound. 

Nobuhlesnickeredthenshookherhead,before

maintainingastraightface. 

Nobuhle:Youdon'twannamesswithme,trust

me! 

SheclickedhertonguebeforeleavingandI

couldfinallybreathe. 



Thuli:Youshouldstoplettinghertakecontrolof

you

Me:It'snotthateasy. 

Wewenttobuyourselvessomefood.Weate

andwentbacktoclasswhenthebellrang. 

Afterschool,wewenttothehallforchoir

practicethenwetookataxitotownsowe

coulddoourhair. 

Thuli:Whatareyougetting? 

Me:Idon'tknow.Maybecornrows. 

Thuli:I'lldoasimplestraightback. 

WegotintothesalonandIdidthosebig

cornrows.ItwasaboutsevenrowswhileThuli

didasmalllinesstraightback. 

Wepaidthenleftsinceitwasalreadylate.We

sharedashorthugbeforewebothdepartedto

ourdifferenthomeswiththetaxi. 

Iwasgoingtofinallyseewhereshelives



tomorrowwhereI'dbesleepinganddaddidn't

haveaproblemwithit.Ithinkhejustwantedto

getridofme. 

Anyway,Igotoutatmygateanddraggedmy

bigasstothehouse. 

Me:I'mtired! 

IsaidasIenteredintoourhome. 

Dad:Rest.IgotsomethingIneedtoshowyou. 

Me:Actually,Idon'tthinkI'mthattired. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:Youlikethings. 

Me:No,Imeanit.I'mnotreallyreallytired. 

Dad:Okay,goandchange. 

IhalfruntothebedroomwhereIputmybag

downthenchangedoutofmyuniform.Iwore

someshortsandvestwithflopsthenwentto

wheredadwas. 

Me:So? 



Dad:IgotyousomethingbutI'llonlyshowyou

tomorrowmorning. 

Me:What? 

Dad:It'sasurprise. 

Me:ButDadthat'snot-

Dad:Patiencebaby,patience. 

Me:That'snotfair. 

Dad:Lifeisn't. 

Iknewdadwasn'tgoingtoshowmesoIgave

up.Luckyforme,Ididn'thaveanyhomework.

IwenttotakeanaplikeIusuallydo. 

ImadefoodforthebothofuswhenIwokeup. 

DadusedtocookbutIdon'tknowwhat

happened.Idishedupthenweate,watching

TV. 

Dad:It'sbeensuchalongtimesincewespent



timetogether.

Me:Wealwaysdo.Weliveinthesamehouse. 

Dad:YouKnowit'snotthesame. 

Me:Maybeifyouweren'tkeepingthingsfrom

me. 

Dad:WhatamIkeepingfromyou? 

Me:Ithinkyouknow. 

Dad:Youtoosmartforyourage.Bedtimenow. 

Me:What? 

Dad:Come,let'sgotuckyouin. 

Me:I'mnotababydad. 

Dad:Youlikeactinglikeone. 

Ilethimbe.HepickedmeupbridalsideandI

justgiggled.HetuckedmeinandIfellasleep

almostimmediately. 

Isowishtomorrowwasn'tthisnear.
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Me:Areyousureit'snottootight? 

Isaidturning.HechuckledandIdidn'tfindany

ofthisamusing.Iactuallywonderedifthejoke

wasonhimoronmebuteitherway,Iwasona

veryseriousnote. 

Dad:Yes,I'm150%sure. 

Me:Idon'tknowdad. 

Iwasn'tconvinced.Ikeptturningaroundwhile

lookingatmyreflectiononourfullbodymirror.

Itwashanginginourbedroom. 

Dad:Youdoknowthatyouactuallywasting

yourowntime.

Me:Younothelping. 

Iwasjustworriedaboutthetightness.Ihad

neverbeenafanoftightclothes.Likemytunic,



theyjustmademewaytoouncomfortable.I

couldn'thandlepeoplelookingatmyassor

breastsorcurves.Actually,Ican'thandle

peoplelookingatmeatall. 

Dad:Youlooksplendid,marvelous,fabulous,

fantastic,amazing,exquisite,magnificent,

dashing..NeedIsaymore? 

Igiggled.Myownfatherwasmakingmeblush

andthatmademefeelveryspecial.Hearing

himsaythosewordsmadeacertainlittlebridge

ofconfidencebuilduponme. 

Me:Okay,Igetit. 

Iturnedtolookathim. 

Me:Thankyoudaddy. 

Dad:I'mjustsayingitlikeitis.Nowfinishup,

beforeyoubecomelate. 

Ipouredsomeoilsheenonmycornrowsbefore

brushingmybabyhairwithmyhands.Itookmy

sportsbagwhichwassortoflikeabag.



Me:DidIforgetsomething? 

Dad:Youdidn't.Yougettinglate. 

IpeekedthroughitjusttomakesurethenI

closedit.Wewenttothekitchenwherehegave

memybowlofsorghumporridge. 

Iatethenhedrovemetoschool. 

Dad:Don'tletanyonebringyoudown.Always

rememberthatinmyeyesandtheeyesofGod,

youbeautifulanddon'tletanyonetellyou

otherwise. 

Ismiled.IreallyhadagoodfatherandIcould

neveraskforanyoneelsecausehe'sjustthe

bestandmore. 

Me:Iloveyoudadandthankyou. 

Dad:Iloveyoutoobaby.Youeverythingtome. 

Ismiledthenwehugged.Wehadarrivedatmy

school.HegavememymoneythenIkissed

himonthecheekthengotoutofthecar. 



Iwasholdingmybagveryclosetomybody.

Thewaypeoplewerelookingatme,Ifeltlike

justturningbackandgoinghome. 

Mydadhasagoodeyewhenitcomesto

fashion.Iwaswearinganallwhitetwopiece

withmyvansoldSkool.Thetopwasalong

sleevedcroptopwhichhadanopenOshapeat

thebacksoIwasn'twearingabra.Thebottom

wasahighwaistedskirtthatwasjustbelowthe

kneesandhadaslitonthesidewhichwentup

tomythigh.Ihadbiggoldhoopearringsanda

brownlipstick.Idon'tdomakeup. 

IfoundThuliwaitingformeatthegateasusual

andshewaslookingveryradiant.Shewas

wearingashortredjumpsuitwhichhuggedher

bodyandblackwedges.Wesharedahug 

Me:Youlooksizzling. 

Thuli:Thankyoudarling. 

Webrokethehugandshelookedinfrontand

behindme. 



Me:Somethingwrong? 

Shegiggled. 

Thuli:What?No.Youlooksassybabeandthat

booty,ohmygosh. 

Igiggled.Ihadplantedallthatmydadtoldme

onmymindandIwasnotgoinganylessthan

hetoldme,atleastnottoday. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Shetookmyhandandwewalkedabitfarfrom

people.Allthoseeyespiercingthroughmybody

butIjustsuckeditupandbracedmyselfand

someconfidence. 

Thuli:Let'sgoputourbagsintheoffice. 

Me:Whichone? 

Thuli:Don'tworryaboutthat.Come. 

ShetookmyhandandIaccompaniedhertothe

staffroom.Istoodoutsideandwaitedforheras

shewentinwithourbags. 



"Thatass,thatass,thatass"someonesang

behindmeandIinvoluntarilyrolledmyeyes. 

Iturnedtolookatwhoitwasandmyjaw

dropped.Hewinkedatmethengotinsidethe

stuffroom.

Me:Asshole. 

Imumbledundermybreath.Thisboysweren't

taughthowtotreataladyandsomehowhe

mademefeelfat.Idon'tknowifitmakessense

buthejustleftmefeelingsolittle.Iwasso

usedtopeoplenoticingmybodybeforethey

canlookatmyface,especiallyguys. 

ThulicameandItriednottoshowherhow

downIwas. 

Me:Yousuretookyourtime. 

Thuli:Ihadtodosomeseriousconvincingfirst

butit'salldone. 

Inodded.Thebellhadrangalreadysowehad

nootherchoiceotherthangoingtothe



assemblyareasowemadeourwaythere. 

Westoodinourusuallineanditstarted.

Midwaythrough,Nobuhlegraceduswithher

presence #Rolling_eyes

Shewasbeingfollowedbyhersidekicks,who's

namesIdidn'tknowthoughweinthesame

class.That'sembarrassingIknow. 

Anyway,shelookedflawless.Herdresswastoo

shortthough.Shewaswearingablackbody

huggingdresswhichhuggedherbarelythere

behind.ItwassoshortthatIthinkifshewasto

bend,we'dseeherbarebutt.Shehadmatched

itwithRedplatformheels.Hersidekickswere

wearingmatchingjumpsuits,blackincolour

withpumps.ImightnotberichbutI'venever

andImeanneverinmylifebeenafanofpumps.

Idon'townevenonepairofpumps. 

Theattentionhadshiftedfromwhateverwas

beingannouncedtoher,that'showshehad

intriguedusandwithherheelsthathadbeen



makingnoise,therewasnowaywewouldn't

haveturnedtolookather. 

Weturnedourheadsbacktothefront,wewere

toldthechoirwasmeetingimmediatelyafter

thisforfinaltouchupsonouritem.

Whenweweredismissedfromassembly,we

immediatelywenttothehallandthat'swhere

weremaineduntilwehadsomemusicplaying

fromtheassemblyarea.That'swherethe

bash/eventwasgoingtobeheld. 

Wethenwentbackthere. 

Thuli:Youwearingmatchingoutfits..Nice. 

Me:Huh? 

Shepointedtowhoshewastalkingaboutand

myeyestravelledtowhoshewasspeaking

about.Iimmediatelygotbored.ItwasKamo

andhejusthadto,hejusthadtowearallwhite

likeme.HewaswearingawhitelongerlengthT

-shirtwithawhiteskinnyjeansthatwastornin



thekneesandVansoldSkool. 

Me:Lordtakemenow! 

Thulichuckledshakingherhead.Thiswas

goingtobealongdayforme.ThoughI

wonderedifthiswasamerecoincidenceor

what.Ididn'tseehiminthemorningbeforeand

atassemblythenboom,hecomeswearinglike

me. 

Anyway,Ididn'tthinktoomuchaboutit.He

doesn'tknowmesoyeah,it'sjusta

coincidence. 

Theygavehimthemicandthecrowdwent

crazybeforeheevensaidaword. 

Eventheboysadmiredhim,theywerewhistling

whilethegirlsscreamed.Ijustrolledmyeyes

andwaslike"Canthisdayjustendalready".

Kamo:Mamiiesandpapiies,Igreety'all. 

Theywentcrazyagain. 

Kamo:SoI'mnottheMCbutI'mjusthereto



warmthingsupforher. 

TheyallseemeddisappointedbutIwasactually

gladheisn't.Theguyisjusttoofullofhimself,

we'dprobablyhearhimtellushowhotand

handsomeheis,notthathe'slyingthough.

Kamo:Sowegonnastartwiththechoirand

someotherperformancestheny'allwillgetyour

keysandlocks. 

Theyshoutedagain.Hegaveovertothevice

president. 

Wewenttothestageandperformed.Wellsoon

after,weweredonethenThuliandIwenttosit

downcausesheclaimedherfeetwerekilling

her. 

Me:Youcouldhavejustwornflatshoes. 

Thuli:Hellnobabe,Ican'tbedancingwithK-

morewithflatshoes. 

Me:Herewegoagain! 

Irolledmyeyes. 



Thuli:Whydoyouhatehimsomuch? 

Me:Idon'thatehim,I'mjustnotafanofthe

guy. 

Thuli:Mm..Ifyousayso. 

ItwasannouncedthatonlytheguysfromGrade

12wouldbepartofthedance.Idon'tknowwhy

thoughandthegirlsfromGrade10-11.We

gatheredagaintohearhowit'sallgonnawalk

andOurKanyeWestwentintostageagain.This

guyistheKanyeWest+AKAoftheschool.I

hopey'allgetwhatImean. 

Kamo:Letmejustcuttothechase.Iknowy'all

loveseeingmyhandsomefacebutTimeain't

onourside.. 

Theyscreamed.Hisegoisoversizedandhis

prideisjustonoverdose. 

Kamo:Sotheboysononesideandthegirlson

theother.You'llonlymixaftereveryonegets

theirlocksandkeys.Wedon'twantanyfoul



play.Ifyoudon'tgetmeoryourcrush,you'lljust

havetosuckitup. 

MusicwasplayedwhilemembersoftheRCL

gaveuslocks.TheguysfromtheRCLgaveus

girlswhilethegirlsfromRCLgaveboystheir

keys. 

Wheneveryonewassorted,Kamowenttothe

stagewithhiskeyonhishand. 

Kamo:Sonowthatweallsorted,boys,gofind

yourdates. 

Nobuhlecametous. 

Nobuhle:ItoldyoubitchesI'llgetan08.

Thuli:Butthequestionis,didhegetan08?

Nobuhle:Ofcoursehediddummy. 

Me:Ithoughthesaidnofoulplayinvolved. 

Nobuhle:Igotmyways. 

Thuli:Ijustthinkitsbeingtoodesperate. 

Nobuhle:Whoaskedyoutospeak? 



Withthatsaid,sheleft,shakinghertinyassand

wejustcrackedintolaughter. 

Thuli:IthoughtIwasgoingtogetan08.

Me:I'mgladIdidn't. 

Thuli:12.Ihopeshe'shot. 

Me:Haha,Idon'tcarehowhelooks,I'mjust

gladit'snotKamogelo. 

Thuli:Whatdidyouget? 

Ihadn'tevencheckedmynumber.Ithen

decidedtolookanditwas05. 

Me:Five. 

Infact,Iwasactuallysurprisedbecause05is

myjerseynumber.Ifthisbeacoincidencethen

itseemsI'mhavingwaytoomanyofthose

today. 

"Anyonewitha12?"

Weturnedanditwasahandsome,chubby

yellowboneandhewasonfleektoo.Thuli



couldn'tevenspeak.Ihadneverseenmyfriend

thisstunned. 

Guy:Yesorno? 

Me:Thuli

Isaid,pokingher. 

Thuli:Huh? 

Me:She'sa12.

Itoldtheguy.Theyhadtousethekeytounlock

thelockjusttoomakesureit'stherightoneand

itwasamatch. 

TheywenttotheOthercouplesandthereIwas,

alone,waiting. 

Nobuhleandoneofhersidekicksalsohadn't

foundtheirmatchtoo. 

Nobuhle:WherethehellisK-more? 

Theyweren'tstandingthatfarfrommehenceI

couldhearwhattheyweresaying. 

Kamocamewithafriendofhisandtheyfirst



wenttoBuhleandIsawhergrinningbefore

throwingherselfinhisarms.Hesmackedher

buttandshegiggled. 

"Hey"

Ilookeduptobemetbysuchanuglyguy.I

mighthavebeencalleduglybutIwasnothing

likethisguy.Hewasdark,hadpimples,hewas

justscary.Iswallowedsalivadeeplybefore

replying.ImighthavesaidIdidn'tcarewhoIget

butthisone,ohno.Ayiangeke! 

Me:Hello. 

Guy:So,areyou08?

Iwantedtolaughoutloud.Iwasveryhappy

shame,Ididn'treplybutpointedtoNobuhleand

thiscreatureleft.Icouldn'tevenfacehim

twice. 

Guy:Youmydate? 

Nobuhle:What?Eeuw,no. 

Guy:Butshe(pointingatme)saidyouan08.



Nobuhle:IambutI..He..Baby?

Kamo:Yesbabe? 

Nobuhle:Hesayshis..Whatnumberareyou? 

Kamo:Ihaven'tchecked.Wait,youherdate? 

Guy:Yeahman. 

Kamo:Mm..Okay 

Hekissedheronthecheek. 

Kamo:I'llseeyou. 

Nobuhle:Wait,justlikethat?Can'twedo

somethingaboutthis?Whydidn'tshe(pointing

atme)gethim?Theybothuglyanyway. 

TheyalllookedatmeandIlookeddown,biting

mynails. 

Kamo:Nofoulplayremember. 

Theguytookherandsheleft,cursingbetween

herteethandIsilentlylaughedather.Icouldn't

beloudlestIfindmyselfvictimofherwrath. 



Kamo:Mydate. 

Iliftedmyfaceandlookedathim.Thiscouldn't

be,Icouldn'tbelieveit.No.No.No. 

Me:What? 

Hedidn'treplybutinsteadtookmyhandwhile

lookingatme.Idon'tknowhowithappenedbut

Istaredbackathimandhedidn'tbreakthe

gaze.Whenhetouchedme,somethingweird

happened.Itwaslikesomeelectriccurrent

flowedfromhimtomeandviceversa. 

Hetookthelockandputitinhiskeyand

surprisingly,itunlocked. 

Me:No

Kamo:Yes. 

Me:Ican'tbelievethis. 

Kamo:Doyouknowhowmanygirlswanttobe

yourightnow? 

Me:Idon'tcarebutIdon'twannabeyourdate.



Infact,Iwishthatugly-

Kamo:Areyoushittingonmerightnow? 

Me:Idon'tlikeyouman.Youtooarrogant,you

toofullofyourselfandyouthinkyoubetterthan

everyone. 

IcouldseehimgettingangrybutIjusthadto

sayit.Idon'tknowwhereIgotthebraverytobe

thatbrutalbutthisguyjustbroughtoutthe

worstinme. 

Kamo:Youactuallyseriousyoudon'twantme?

This. 

HepointedathimselfandIrolledmyeyes.

Outcheaactinglikehebreathesflavoredair.

Fuckhim. 

Me:Betterbelieveit. 

Kamo:I'mthepresident,I'mthecaptainofthe

soccerteam,I'mhandsome,hotandsexyand

youdon'twantallthat?I'mRich,Igotacar.I

gotitall,tellmewhatyoudon'tsee? 



Me:WhyshoulditMatterwhatIthinkofyou? 

Kamo:Khensani. 

Me:Youknowmyname? 

Iwasshocked.Myjawliterallydropped.How

didheknowme? 

Kamo:Umm..Let'sgototherest. 

Me:Youdidn'tanswerme. 

Kamo:I'mnotgoingto. 

HetriedholdingmyhandbutIyankeditoff. 

Kamo:HowwegoingtodanceifIcan'ttouch

you? 

Me:WecanalwaysswitchwithNob-

Kamo:No.Let'sjustgo. 

Allthatwasonmymindwas,thisissurely

goingtobealongdayforme.
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Youknow,I'dneverhaveimaginedthatI'dbe

herewithsomeoneIjustdespise.I'mone

personwhoprefershangingwithsomeone

humble,regardlessoftheirclassthanbeing

withsomeonewho'spreferredbyeveryonewho

looksdownonotherpeople,thinkinghisbetter

thaneveryone. 

Kamo:Canyoujusttoleratemeforthetime

being?Imeaneveryoneelseisenjoying

themselves.

Ilookedaroundandhewasright.Thedance

hadbeganandyoucouldclearlyseeeveryone

washavingthetimeoftheirlivesexceptfor

well,me.IreallywishIhadn'tcomecausehe

wouldhavebeenwithsomeonewhowas

actuallygoingtofalldownathispresence,

figurativelyspeaking. 

Isigheddeeply. 



Me:Fine. 

Kamo:Thankyou. 

Hetookmebymywaist,withhiseyesfixedon

me.He'stallerthanme,likeverytallbutnotto

tall,I'mactuallytheshortonehere.Igazedback

athim.HisbeautifulfaceenticedmebutI

wasn'tabouttofallvictimtohiswomanizing

ways. 

Iputmyhandsonhisneckandhebroughtour

bodiesclosertogether.Ireallydon'tknowwhat

washappeningandIcouldn'tfathomhowhe

wasmakingmefeel. 

Allthefeelingswereforeigntome. 

Weweredancingslowly,tothebeatofourown

heartscauseI'mprettysurethemusicwasabit

fasterthanourownpace.Iputmyheadonhis

chestaswecontinuedtodanceandIcouldfeel

thebeatingofhisheart.

Kamo:Thisfeelssoright. 



Istoppedandlookedathimintheeyes.Hehad

aseriousfacialexpressionon.I'veneverreally

seenhimsmile,oratleastnotwithme. 

Kamo:Justgowiththeflow. 

Me:Whydoyoufindthe-

Hecutmeshortbyputtinghisthumbonmylips

andIgasped.Hebrushedmyfacewithhishand

andIjuststaredathim,notblinking. 

"Iknewit!"

Sheshoutedbehindusandbythatvoice,I

alreadyknewwhoitwas.Sheshoutedsomuch

thateveryonestoppedwhattheyweredoing

andlookedatherandIguessit'swhatshe

wanted. 

KamotightenedhisjawandIthoughthewas

goingtoletgoofmywaistbuthedidn't. 

Itwasclearthathewasgettingpissed.Imight

notknowhimbutIrealizedthenthathedidn't

likebeingshoutedatandhisgirlfriendsurehad



amouth. 

Nobuhle:IaskedyounicelyNokubonganotto

pissmeoffbutyoujusthadtomakesureyou

gethim. 

Iwasspeechless,notbecausewhatshewas

sayingwastruebutbecauseIjustcouldn'tfind

anywordstosay.Iopenedmymouthtotryand

saysomethingbutmythroatjustgotdry. 

Shecameclosertomeandwasabouttoslap

me,Ialreadyhadmyeyesclosed.I'vealways

saidI'mnotaviolentpersonsoIcouldn'tfight

herback,Idon'tevenknowhowtofight.So

thereIwas,waitingforaburningsensationand

whenIfeltthedelay,Iopenedmyeyesand

Kamowasholdingherhand.

Ididn'tevenrealizehehadletgoofmywaist,I

guesseverythinghappenedthatfast. 

Kamo:Idon'twanttoreprimandyouinfrontof

allthesepeoplebutI'mgoingtoaskyouonce,

leave. 



Nobuhle:What?Baby,thisisme. 

ShetouchedhisfacebutIcouldn'tstandthe

stares. 

Me:I'llleave. 

Isaid,walking. 

Kamo:Khensani. 

Me:No. 

Itcameoutasawhisper,Iranawayfromthere

becausefrankly,ifIhadstayedaminutemore,I

wouldhavecriedinfrontofallthosepeople. 

Ifonlysheknew,ifonlysheknewhowIdidn't

wanttobehisdate.Iwishsheknewhowmuch

Ididn'tevenwanttobeinthatplace. 

WhenIwastired,Istoppedtocatchmybreath

andthetearsjustfell.Whyme? 

NowIdon'tknowhowIwasevergoingtoface

everyoneafterallthathappened. 

"I'msorry"



IlookedbehindmeanditwasKamo.Iwasn'tin

themoodforhim,notnowandfromwhat

happened,never. 

HehuggedmeandIcouldn'tevenfighthim,I

sobbedonhischestwhilehesoftlybrushedmy

back. 

Kamo:Pleasedon'tcry,it'sallover. 

Imovedmyheadfromhischestandlookedat

him. 

Me:isitreally? 

Henodded. 

Me:ThisjustmadethingsworseandI'mjust

tired. 

Kamo:Whatdoyoumean? 

Me:Youknowshe'shatedmefromthefirst

timeIgotinthisschool.Shemadeitapoint

fromthatmomenttomakelifehellformeandI

didn'tevenknowhernamethen. 



Kamo:I'msorry. 

Me:Don'tbe.Fromnowon,Iwon'tevenlookat

you. 

Kamo:No,please,don't. 

Me:NoKamogelo,she'sgoingtohatemeeven

morefromnow. 

Kamo:WhatcanIdotomakeyoufeelbetter? 

Me:Justleavemealone. 

Kamo:Ilovehowyoucallmyname. 

Me:Thisisnotimetobecocky. 

ThulicamerunningtomeandIimmediately

rejoicedbecauseshehadourbagswithher. 

Thuli:Areyouokay? 

Idon'tthinksheevensawKamo,she

immediatelycoveredmeinanembracewhileI

assuredherI'mfine. 

Iactuallyfeltbetter,maybeit'sbecauseIhad

criedandletitallgo. 



Kamoclearedhisthroat.Thisguyloves

attentionshame.Thuliletgoofme. 

Thuli:Let'sgo. 

Kamo:Now? 

Thuli:Yeah,Imeanafterwhathappened,Idon't

seethebashcontinuing. 

Me:Idon'tevencareaboutthebash.Ijust

wannagohomeandforgetaboutthis. 

Itookmybagfromher.Shewalkedaway,

probablytogiveussomespace.Heputhis

handonmycheek. 

Itouchedhishandonmycheek.Atearescaped

frommyeye,Icouldn'tdothis. 

Me:Ihavetogo. 

Kamo:Ijust..Iwish. 

Ishookmyheadthentookoffhishandfrommy

face. 

Me:GoodbyeKamogelo. 



Hegroanedandwatchedmeleave.Ididn't

understandwhyhedidn'twantmetoleave,we

don'tknoweachotherthatmuch.Yes,he

knowsmynameandIdon'tevenknowhowbut

that'swhereitallends. 

ThuliseemedtounderstandthatIdidn'twantto

talkmuchsowewerebothsilentonthetaxito

herhouse. 

Whenwegotoffontheirgate.Ijustcouldn't

believeit.Theyhadahugehouseanditmade

mefeelsosmall.Icouldn'tfathomwhy

someonewhocamefromsuchaplacewould

wanttobefriendswithme.It'sthenthatI

realizedhowmuchofatruefriendshereallyis. 

Wegotinsideanditwasbeautiful,breathtaking.

Theyevenhadamaid. 

Me:Ifeelsosmallrightnow. 

Thuli:Why?ThisisstillmeBonga. 

Me:Ijust..Iwonderwhyyouwouldbefriends



withmeImeanthis,thisisjust-

Thuli:Don't.Don'tbelittleyourself.I'mfriends

withyoubecauseIsawfromafarthatyouhave

agoodheartandyouagoodperson. 

Me:Thankyouandyouhaveanicehome. 

Thuli:Thanks.Let'sgetyousettledin. 

Wegiggledandsheledtheway.Ialsogotto

seeherroomandtheguestroomandothers,

althoughweweregoingtosleepinthesame

room. 

IchangedintosleepingclothesbecauseI

wasn'tgonnagoanywherethenwewenttothe

kitchenforsomefood. 

Thefollowingday,wewokecoincidentallyat

thesametimeandwenttoherbathroomwhere

wewashedourfaceandbrushedourteeth. 

Thuli:I'msohappyyouhere,goshit'samazing. 

Ismiledandlookatherbeforeengulfingherin

ahug.Iwasgladshewasinmylifebecause



unlikealltheotherfriendsI'vehad,nomatter

howlittle,shebroughtacertainlightinmylife. 

Me:I'mgladI'mhere. 

Thuli:Let'sgofeedyou. 

Me:I'msohungry. 

Mystomachgrumbledandshelaughed.We

wenttothekitchentofindwhomIthinkisher

momandbrotherandalittlegirlwhoIassumed

isherlittlesister.Igreetedbeforesittingdown,

IcouldfeeltheywerelookingatmeandI

actuallywonderedifIwasthatuglyacreature

forthemtofindmethatamusing. 

Thuliclearedherthroat. 

Thuli:Family,thisisBonga. 

Isawhermothersmiling,whatahumblesoul. 

T'smom:Nicetofinallymeetyou. 

Me:Thanks

Theothertooalsosmiledatme. 



Theywelcomedmeintotheirlittlefamily(their

words,notmine)thenwewentbacktoeating. 

Ididn'trecognizemostofthefoodtherebutI

wentwiththeflow,Icouldn'tembarrassmyself

infrontofthispeople. 

Aftereating,wewentbacktoherroom. 

Thuli:SoyouandK-more? 

Ireallywishedshewouldn'taskmeaboutthis

butIknewIcouldnotavoidthetopicforever. 

Me:There'snothinggoingonthere. 

Shegavemealook

Thuli:Really? 

Me:Yes,infact,Iwantnothingtodowiththat

as-

Thuli:Don'tswear. 

Igroanedinfrustration.Thethoughtofhim

suddenlymademybloodboil. 

Me:Hejustbringsouttheworstinme. 



Thuli:ButIsawy'alldancingslowlybefore

Nobuhlecame. 

Me:Heaskedmetogowiththeflow.Canwe

stoptalkingabouthim? 

Thuli:Mm,okay.Wegoingtotheclubtoday. 

Me:What? 

Ican'trememberthelasttimeIwenttoaclub

butIjustknowthingsdidn'tworkoutandI

decidedtoneverdrinkalcoholInmylifeagain,

atleastnotlikethat.Don'tworry,Iwasn'traped

byastrangeroranythinglikethatbutitwasa

badexperienceforme. 

Thuli:I'mkidding.

ShelaughedandIwasrelievedbecauseIdoubt

Iwouldhavehadthebraveryto. 

Thuli:There'sachillasatthePark

Me:Ofcouples?It'sValentinesdaytodayafter

all. 



Thuli:Wecanbeeachother'splusone. 

Me:That'sweird.I'msorrygirl,I'mstraight. 

Shelaughedoutloudbeforethrowingapillow

atme. 

Thuli:Idon'tmeanitthatway. 

Afewhourslater,Ihadjusttookabathand

gettingreadyforthischillas.Theparkwasn't

thatfarfromherhouse.Ifeltveryrejuvenated

fromthebath,Iusuallybathinabasinbutthis

timeitwasabathtubwithbathsalts.Who

needsaspawhenaBathcandoyoulikethis? 

ShewaswearingashortDenimskirtwithavest

andastonewasheddenimjacketandwhite

superstars.Iworeablackhighwaistedankle

grazerwithawhitevestandabluedenimjacket.

IworemyVansoldSkool.Ididn'tputany

makeuponmyfaceasusualthenIputonmy

goldhoopearringsandlipstickonmylips. 

Thuli:Nowweready. 



ShepouredsomeparfumeonherandIthen

tookherphoneandbagthenweleft.Idon't

haveaphoneandI'mnotabagfamsoIwasn't

holdinganything. 

Thuli:We'lltakeafewsnacks.IaskedRuby(her

maid)topreparesomeforus. 

Inoddedsowewenttothekitchen.Thesnacks

werepackednicelyintwobasketswithabottle

ofwine.Itookoneandshetooktheotherand

wewalkedtothepark. 

MusicwasblastingloudandIcouldseethat

somepeoplewerealreadydrunk.Mostofthe

peopleIhadseenatourschool.Itwaspacked

justsotosay. 

Thuli:Let'sgofindachillingspot. 

Me:Sure. 

Wefoundonefinallyandsatdown,onatowel

thatwasonthebasketsthenweputeverything

downnicely.Weweretalkingaboutthepeople



andlaughingatotherthings. 

Itwasreallynice,wellthatwasuntilIsawher

majestywithnoneotherthanKamo.Ifeltmy

mooddroppingfrom100tozero

spontaneously. 

Thuli:Andnow? 

Shelookedatwheremyeyeswereandclicked

hertongue. 

Thuli:Suchbravery. 

Me:Youknowfuckthem.Wecamehereto

enjoyourselvesandwegonnadoexactlythat. 

Thuli:WoahGirl!

Wehighfivedwhilelaughing.Wepoured

ourselvessomewineandjustcontinued

chilling. 

Isuddenlyhadtheneedtopee. 

Me:Ineedtopee. 

Thuli:ShouldIcomewith? 



Me:Umm,no,I'llbefine. 

Igotup.Iwasn'tdrunkanyway,Thewineisnon-

alcoholicandIactuallydidn'tmind.Iwalkedto

someBNBwhichwasaboutfiveminutesaway

andwentstraighttothetoilets.Ididmy

business,wipedthenflushed.Iwashedmy

handsandwentIgotout,someonegrabbedme

andpinnedmeagainstthewall. 

Iwasstartledbecauseeverythinghappened

veryfastbutfromtheircologne,Iimmediately

knewwhoitwas. 

Me:Kamogelo. 

Kamo:Imissedyou. 

Hestartedkissingmeontheneckandthere

wasnothingIcoulddobecausehewasso

closetome,pinningmewithhisbodywhilehis

onehandwasholdingmyhandsontopofmy

head. 

Me:Stop! 



Kamo:Youdon'tlikethis? 

Me:No. 

Ihalfshoutedandheletgoofmebecause

somepeoplelookedourdirectionbeforegoing

backtomindingtheirownbusiness. 

Kamo:Whydoyouhatemethismuch? 

Me:Iaskedyoutoleavemealone.Gotoyour

girlfriend.She'sprobablywonderingwhereyou

are. 

Kamo:Soshe'sthereasonyouhateme? 

Me:WhydoesitmatterwhatIthinkofyou? 

Kamo:BecauseI.. 

Me:What? 

Hesigheddeeply. 

Kamo:I...Youknowwhat,I'llleaveyoualone. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Kamo:Afteryoukissme. 



Me:YoumustthinkI'mcrazy. 

Ilefthimthereandwalkedfastlybacktothe

parktofindThuliwithacanofHuntersDryand

threeniggersandagirlIdidn'tknow. 

Afewminuteslater,wewereallgettingalong. 
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Me:Ireallyhadagoodtimewithyou. 

Wesharedanemotionalembracebefore

breakingitthenlaughingatwhatever. 

Thuli:Imissyoualready,Ihadalreadygotten

usedtohavingyouaround. 

Me:That'ssweet.I'llseeyoutomorrowat

school. 

Thuli:Awesome.Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby. 



Shegiggled.WehuggedonelasttimethenIgot

insidemyfather'scar. 

Helookedatmewithasmilebeforestartingthe

carandIwavedatThulitillwedisappeared. 

Dad:Iloveseeingyoulikethis. 

Me:Likewhat? 

Hesmiled. 

Dad:Happy. 

Me:Shemakesmehappy. 

Dad:Atleastit'snotahe. 

Me:Dad! 

Dad:What? 

Me:YoudoknowI'mturningseventeenright? 

Dad:Iknow.HenceI'mallowingyoutofindyour

ownpath,alonewithoutmeholdingyourhand. 

Me:Igetitnowdad. 

Dad:IloveyouNono,neverforgetthat. 



Me:Iwon'tdadandIloveyoutoo. 

Ibrushedhishandwhichwasn'tdriving,heheld

myhandandtherestoftheridewasin

comfortablesilence.Ireallyfeltatpeaceand

thoughIdidn'tbelieveinGod,Ithankedhimfor

blessingmewithtwopeoplewhofilledacertain

voidinmyheart.ThuliandDaddy,realblessings

Inmylife. 

Whenwegothome,Istartedwiththepots. 

IthadactuallybeenalongtimesinceIcooked,

anditwasn'tbecauseIhadn'teatenatThuli's

place.FromthetwonightsIspentthere,I

alreadyfeellikehittingthegym,that'show

muchtheyfedmethere. 

Me:SowhatdidyoudowhenIwasaway? 

Dad:Huh? 

Me:Areyousayingyoudidn'thearwhatIsaid? 

Heclearedhisthroat.Itlookedlikehewasn't

expectingsuchaquestionandIdon'tgetwhy



he'ssurprised.ImeanIhadtoldhimwhatIdid,

itwasonlyfairhedoesthesametome. 

Dad:I..Umm..Iheardyou.Whydoyouwanna

know? 

Me:Whatthe? 

IactuallydroppedtheforkIhadbeenchopping

thevegetableswiththenwenttositopposite

him.Myfatherwasactingveryweirdagainand

Ihadtobetheonereprimandinghissudden

changeinbehavior.Ireallycouldn'trecognize

himsometimes.Nowadays,itseemshenever

ceasestoamazemeanditwashardkeeping

upwithallthesechanges. 

Dad:I'msorry. 

Hescratchedhishead.Idon'tunderstandwhy

suchasimplequestionmadehimsweatlike

this.Icouldbythenconcludethathewashiding

somethingforhim.Thatwasn'tlikehimcause

heusedtotellmeeverythingoratleastthat's

whatIthought. 



Ifoldedmyarmsthenlookedathimwithmy

eyessquinted. 

Dad:Whyyoulookingatmelikethat? 

Me:What'sgoingonreally? 

Dad:Nothing,why. 

Me:Reallydad?Icanseeyouhidingsomething

frommeandfromthelookofthings,it's

somethinghuge. 

Dad:Youjustimaginingthings. 

Me:AmIreally? 

Dad:Yes,anddon'tforgetI'myourfather. 

Me:Believeme,Ineverwill.It'sfine,I'llletitgo. 

Hechuckled. 

Me:Butonlyfornow.

Ilefthimtherethenwentbacktomypots.I

dishedupforthebothofusthenweateandI

washedthedishesafter. 



TherestofthedayIspentannoyingdadand

watchingTV. 

IthenwentbacktobedwhereIsleptforthe

night. 

OnMondaymorning,Dadwokemeup.Hehad

alreadypreparedbathingwaterforme.For

someonewho'sbusytellingmetogrow,hesure

stilltreatsmeasababy. 

Istrippedthengotinthelittlebasinandbathed.

Idried,lotionedthenworemyuniform. 

ItookmybagwhichhadallthebooksIwas

goingtoneedinitthenwenttothekitchen,to

dad. 

Dad:Thisisafirst. 

Me:Whatis? 

Dad:Ididn'thavetocomedragyoudownhere. 

Me:IguessI'mgrowingup. 

Igrinnedathim.Hechuckled,shakinghishead.



Hegavemeabowlofporridgeandaftereating,

wewenttohiscar. 

Hedrovemetoschool,thengavememy

money.IalreadyknewIwastakingataxiback

home. 

Dad:Begoodfordaddy. 

Me:Ain'tIalways? 

Irolledmyeyesandhechuckled.Ikissedhim

onthecheekthengotoutofthecar,tofind

Thuliwaitingforme. 

Wesharedahug. 

Thuli:Howareyou? 

Me:I'mgood,you? 

Thuli:I'mgoodtoo.Foraminutethere,Ithought

youweren'tgonnacome. 

Me:Whythough? 

Thuli:Well,becauseofwhathappenedon

Friday. 



Ihadactuallyforgottenaboutthat.Now,having

beenreminded,IwasabletofathomwhyIwas

gettingallthesestaresfrompeople. 

Nobuhlereallywentfarthistimeandnow,nowI

wasn'tgoingtoletherbringmedownany

further. 

Iwasnotatfaultinanywayandit'snotmyfault

thatIgotmatchedupwithKamoinsteadofher.

Ididn'tevenliketheguysoIdon'tgetwhyshe

hadtofeelthreatenedbyme.I'manobody

whileshe'sthepopulargirlhereinourschool.

Everyoneenviesher.Thegirlswannabeher,

theguyswannatapher.It'scrazyallthefame

shegotandIthinkit'swhatmadeherthis

arrogant. 

Iguessthat'showshegotKamo.Hemightbea

womanizerbutwecouldallseethatshewas

abletoholdhimdown. 

Me:Idon'twannathinkaboutthat. 

Thuli:Good.Youcan'talwaysletNobuhlegetto



you. 

Me:Ijusthatethewaytheyalllookingatme.

Theydon'tevenhidethattheytalkingabout

me. 

Thuli:Don'tletthemgettoyou.ByFriday,they'll

betalkingaboutsomethingelse. 

Me:Ihopeso. 

Weputdownourbagsinourclassthenheaded

outtotheassembly. 

Wewentbacktoourrespectiveclasses. 

TheQueencameinwithhertwopuppetsand

theteacherfollowed. 

Shegavemeadeathstare,clickedhertongue

beforesittingdown. 

Me:Don'tletherintimidateyouNokubonga. 

Isaidtomyselfinmyheart.Icouldn'tcontinue

livinginsuchfearofher. 

Iwasn'tgoingtofightherthough,Iwasn'tgoing



tobeher.Iwasgoingtocontinuebeingthe

samepersonandshe'lljustbethefoolwho

keepspursuingmefornoreason. 

Iwasn'tgoingtogiveheranysatisfactionby

entertainingherbitterass.Notanymore. 

Thuli:Whatareweeatingtoday? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Itwasbreaktimeand

Idon'tknowwhy,butIjustdidn'tfeellike

eating. 

Me:I'mnothungry. 

Thuli:What? 

Me:Ijustdon'tfeellikeeating.IthinkI'velost

myappetite. 

Thuli:That'sprettysudden.Imeanwhat's

wrong? 

Ismiled.Therereallywasn'tanythingwrong.I

wasn'tfullbutIalsowasn'thungry. 

Me:Don'tworry,it'snothing. 



Thuli:Ihopeso. 

"CanItalktoyou?"

Thuli:Howaboutahellomaybe? 

HelookedatThulionce.Hehasavery

intimidatinglookshame,he'salwaysserious

shame.ItwasKamogelo.Ireallydon'tknow

whatit'sgonnatakeforthisguytoleaveme

alone. 

IthinkhislookscaredThulithatshe

immediatelythrewherattitudeovertheroof. 

Thuli:I..Umm..You'llfindmeat...Umm..Yeah. 

Me:Younotabouttoleavemewiththisper... 

Ididn'tevenfinishtheword.Icouldn't.LestI

pisshimoff,notthatIcarebutIwasnotgoing

tolethimturnintosomeonewithanunfiltered

mouthorspeech 

Thuli:I'msorrymyfriend,you'lljusthaveto

forgivemethistime. 



Withthatsaid,sheleft.Leavingmewithmy

mouthhanging.Icloseditthenturnedtolookat

thisasshole.Argh,hejustbringsouttheworst

inme. 

Me:Whatdoyouwantfromme? 

Kamo:I..Ineedachance. 

Me:Todowhat?Youwantyourskinnyass

girlfriendtocomestranglemetodeath? 

Kamo:Don'tcallherthat. 

Me:Justleavemealone.Idon'twantany

trouble. 

Kamo:I'llprotectyou. 

Me:Idon'tneedyourprotection,Ijustneedyou

toleavemealone. 

Kamo:Whyareyoupushingmeawayso

much? 

Me:Becausedon'tlikeyou. 

Kamo:Really? 



HegotclosertomeandIsteppedback. 

Kamo:Youknow,ifyoureallyhatedmethat

much,youcouldhaveleftwithyourfriend. 

Me:Icanalwaysleave. 

Istartedwalkingawayandhecametome.We

werebehindthewallsofthestaffroomnow.It

feltlikewewerehidingbutIwasn'tcomplaining

causeIreallydidn'twantNobuhleseeingme

withherman.Ineededtosortallofthisout,

onceandforall.Ileanedwithmybackonthe

wallandlookedathim. 

Me:Whydidyoufollowme? 

Kamo:Ijustcan'tleaveyoualone. 

Me:Youamazingyouknowthat? 

Kamo:Iam?Thanks. 

Me:Itwasn'tacompliment. 

Kamo:Iknow,Iwasn'texpectingitanyway. 

Me:Firstlyyouforcedmetodancewithyou,



thenonSaturdayyouwantedmetokissyouof

whichIdeclinedandaskedyouyetagainto

leavemealoneandyethereyouare.Whatmore

isitgonnatakeforyoutorealizeIwantnothing

todowithyou? 

Kamo:Youwillwantme. 

Me:Anarrogant,self-praisingguywithanego

bigenoughtoconsumethewholeearthandas

annoyingasaflyonabucketofmilk?Idoubt. 

Kamo:Youreallyhateme,don'tyou? 

Me:Yes.Youfullofpride,youthinkyoubreathe

flavoredair,thinkyoutheshit,shouldI

continue? 

Kamo:No..It'sfine,Igetit. 

Me:Yeah,good.Nowgetthis. 

Kamo:What? 

Me:Leavemealone.Don'tcometome.Don't

speaktome.Youneverdidanywayatfirstso

letitgobacktothat. 



Kamo:Fine,I'llleaveyoualone. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Iturnedandleft.Icouldfeelhiseyeslookingon

mebutIdidn'tdarestoporlookback.Iwasjust

gladthathewasnevergoingtobothermeandI

couldfinallyliveinpeace. 

Thebelleventuallyransofromrelivingmyself

inthetoilet,Iwenttoclassimmediately. 

Thuliwinkedatmeandfromthatsmile,Iknew

shehadawholelottosay. 

Iwasright,immediatelywhenthebellrangand

wehadgottenoutoftheclass,shespoke. 

Thuli:SowhatdidthePresidentsay?Youguys

disappearedforquiteawhile. 

Shewinkedatme.Shewasgrinning,lookingat

mewithsparklingeyes,waitingformetospill

thebeans.IfonlysheknewwhatIwasaboutto

saywasgoingtoburstherlittlebubble. 

Itoldhereverythingandshefrowned. 



Thuli:Whyyouplayinghardtogetthough? 

Me:Geez,Idon'twanthim. 

Thuli:Really?Whatsanegirlwouldsaynoto

that?Imeanhe'shot,sexy,rich,withasex

appealthat'sonsteroidsandgosh,he'sthe

President!Themostwantedandenviedguyin

thewholeschool! 

Me:Whydon'tyoudarehimthen,seeingyou

speaksohighlyofhim? 

Irolledmyeyesatherandshesighed. 

Thuli:Ifhewantedme,Iwouldhavelongsaid

yesbutunfortunately,hedoesn't.Didyousee

howhelookedatme?He'sgoteyesthatwould

makeanygirldropherpanties. 

Me:Thatgirlain'tmethough. 

Thuli:Ithinkyoucrazy.

Me:I'dratherbecrazythanbewiththat

asshole. 



Wehuggedthengotinourdifferenttaxis. 

Ireallyhopeheleavesmealone. 

Imightnothaveaguyapproachmelikethat

butIwasdonewithguys. 

Ididn'twanttogobackthere. 

Besides,hejustwon'tbeworthit.Idon'tget

whyhe'dfallforme,abeyondaveragegirlwhile

shehasagoodlookinggirlfriendwho'dbend

overbackwardsforhimanytime. 

Igotoutofthetaxiatmygatethenwentinside

theyard.Dad'svanwasn'ttheresothismeantI

wasalone. 

Itookoutmykey,unlockedthengotinsidethe

house. 

Ihadn'tseenTiisetsotoday,cometothinkofit,

shewasn'tthereonFriday. 

Ibrushedittothebackofmymind.Iwas

probablyworryingfornothing. 



Ichangedintomycasualclothesthendidmy

jomeworksbeforetakinganap. 

SchoolisreallydrainingandthinkingthatIhave

twogradesbeforeIfinishmademewannadig

aholethenthrowmyselfinsideofitforafew

years. 

Iputallofthisevilthoughtsatthebackofmy

mindandallowedsleeptoovercomeme. 

.

.
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Lifewasgoingmoresmoothlyforme.Itwas

actuallylessstressful. 

It'samonthlaterandwell,thingsaredifferent.

I'vegottenusedtothenewdad.He'ddisappear



sometimeswithoutbotheringtotellmewhere

hewentandhe'dcomebackinaprettyjubilant

mood.Ihaddecidedtojustlethimbe,lesthe

remindsmehe'smyfatherlikeIhadforgotten

orseemtoforget. 

Onlytwoweeksthenwedonewiththefirst

termandfrankly,Icouldn'twait. 

Nobuhlehardlyinsultsmeandalthoughshe

hadn'tstopped,itwasbetter.Ithinksometimes

wejustcometoapointwherewegetusedto

certainthingsorsituationsthattheydon't

botherusanymore.Wejustletthingsbeand

losehopeofthingseverchangingbutinstead,

weadaptandacceptthemaspartofourlives. 

Kamo.WellIwassogladhewasn'tbothering

meanymore,infacthimandNobuhlewere

happynowmorethanever.Iwasactuallyliving

apeacefullife,ofcoursewithitsown

challenges. 

Canyoubelievedadwenttochurchevery



SundayandevenonFridaynights?Wellyeah.

Asforme,Istillwasn'taboutthat. 

ThuliandIarestillthebestoffriendsand

inseparable.Shehasaboyfriendnowsoshe

chillswithhimbutI'mnotcomplaining.Aslong

asshestillgivesmeattention. 

ItwasaTuesdaymorning.Itookabath,dried

andlotioned.IworemytunicwhichIhadnow

gottenusedto. 

Itookmybag,Ididn'ttakemanybooksbecause

wewerewritingafterbreak,soIonlytook

bookswhichI'mgoingtouseduringthe

lessonsbeforebreak.

Iwenttothekitchentofindmyfathermaking

coffee. 

Me:Andbreakfast? 

Dad:There'sbreadinthebim. 

Me:Oh. 

Dad:Yes,andtodayyouwon'tfindmehome. 



Me:Oh? 

Dad:Yeah,I'mgoingsomewhereandI'll

probablybebackintheevening. 

Me:Alrightdad.Iwon'tasksinceitsclearyou

don'twanttotellmeanything. 

Itookafewslicesofthebread,spreadsome

butterthenatewithacupofRooibostea.
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Hedrovemetoschoolafterbreakfastthen

gavememymoneyasusual. 

Dad:Goodluckwithyourtestbaby,Iknowyou

gonnanailit. 

Me:Thanksdad. 

Ikissedhimonthecheekthengotoutofhiscar.

IwastheearlyonetodaysoIwaitedforThuliat



thegatelikesheusuallywaitsforme. 

Shecameandwesharedahug. 

Thuli:Youglowing. 

Me:What?Who?Me? 

ItouchedmyfaceandIwonderwhatmademe

thinktouchingwassomehowgoingtosense

whetherwhatshewassayingistrueornot. 

Thuli:ForsomeonewhogetsA'sinclass,you

stupid. 

Webothlaughedatmystupidityandwalkedto

class. 

Me:Howareyouthough? 

Sheblushed.Myfriendwasveryhappythis

daysandIwashappyforher.Herboyfriend

Xolanibroughtoutthebestinher.Infact,she's

theonewhowasglowing. 

Thuli:I'mfeelingsoloved,happy.Gosh,I'm

beyondgood.Xoliisjustthebest 



Ismiled.You'dthinkI'mtheonedatingher

boyfriendthewayIwassohappyforher.Her

happinessactuallyrubbedoffonmeaswell. 

Me:I'mglad.Ifyouhappy,thenI'mhappy. 

Thuli:Youthebestfriendever!

Me:Andneverforgetthat. 

Wechuckledasweenteredintoourclass.We

putourbagsdownthenwenttoassembly. 

Weweredismissedtoourrespectiveclasses

afterassembly.

AtbreaktimeIwasalonebecauseThuliwas

spendingitwithherboyfriend. 

Iwenttobuysomefruitsthensatdownundera

treeonsomestonebunkwhilelookingatthe

boyswhowereplayingsoccer. 

Kamo:ifyouhadsaidyes,youwouldn'tbethis

lonely. 

Irolledmyeyes.HereIwasthinkingthatIwas



finallyridofhimbutyetagain,I'mproved

wrong. 

Me:WhosaidI'mlonely? 

Hesatdownnexttomethentookthepackof

grapesIwasholdingandate.Ididn'tevenhave

thestrengthtofighthim. 

Kamo:Really?Yousittingalonewhilewatching

somefuckersplayingsoccer.Itshowsyou

bored. 

Me:Iwasactuallynotboredbeforeyoucame. 

Kamo:Comewithme. 

Me:Idon'twantto.
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Kamo:Iwon'tdoanythingtoyou,unlessyou

wantmeto. 



Me:Ijustneedyoutoleavemealone. 

Kamo:I'mnotgonnaproposeoranything.We'll

justtrytoenjoyeachotherscompany. 

Me:I'mactuallyfinealone,watchingthese

"fuckers"asyoucallthem. 

Hegotupandtookmyhandandmademe

stand. 

Kamo:Ifyouwon'tcome,I'llhavenochoicebut

toliftyouup.

Me:Youwouldn'tdare! 

Kamo:Wannatry?

Helookedatmewithaplainexpression.I

groaned. 

Me:Okayfine,I'llcomewithyou. 

HetriedholdingmyhandbutIyankedhimoff.

Hejustletmebe. 

Me:Wherewegoing? 

Kamo:I'mgoingforasmoke. 



Me:Yousmoke? 

Kamo:Yes. 

Weevenwentoutoftheschoolyardtoashop

fiveminutesaway.Hegotinandboughthis

cigarettebeforewewenttothebackwherehe

wasgoingtodohissmokingprobably. 

Iwatchedhimashelititandstartedsmoking. 

Kamo:Youhaveabeautifulbody,oneIwouldn't

mindseeinginitsnaturalform,ifyougetwhatI

mean. 

Me:Whatthefuck? 

Kamo:Itwasacompliment. 

Ilookedatthisguy,refusingtobelievehejust

saidthattome.He'ssounbelievable. 

Me:I'mleaving. 

Iattemptedtogobuthegrabbedmyarmand

pulledmetohim. 

Me:Letmego. 



Hepuffedtwotimesthenthrewtheremaining

cigaretteaway. 

Kamo:I'mtiredofplayinghideandseek. 

Me:Nooneaskedyouto. 

Kamo:ItseemsI'mforcedtowithyou. 

Me:Ionlyaskedyoutoleavemealone. 

Kamo:Yeah. 

Hepinnedmeonthewallwhileholdingmy

handsontopofmyhead.Hepartedmylegs

withhisknee,rememberI'mwearingatunic

withonlymyunderwearunder.Hiskneewas

touchingmypussy. 

Me:Whatareyoudoing? 

Kamo:Nothingyet. 

HebroughthisfaceclosetomineandI

swallowedspit.Hewastoocloseformyliking,

withhiscologneintoxicatingmynostrils.
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ThebellrangandIcansafelysay,Iwassaved

bythebell. 

Kamo:Fuck! 

Hegroanedloudlywhilelookingupbefore

lookingatmethensidesmirkedandbythat,I

knewhehadsomethinginmind. 

Me:No. 

Helookedatme,probablyshockedbymy

spontaneity. 

Kamo:Youdon'tevenknowwhatIwasgoingto

say. 

Me:It'sstillno.Iknowyouweregoingtosay

somethingthatI'ddisagreewith. 

Kamo:Youknowmethatmuch? 

Me:Weshouldgo. 



Henoddedandletgoofme.Iwalkedwithhim

followingmeandIfeltaslaponmyassthatI

jumpedabitandIheardhimchuckling

annoyingly. 

Iturnedtolookathim,withmybloodboiling

andsteamcomingoutofmyears. 

Me:Whatthehell?! 

HewasseriousnowwhenIturnedbutIgavea

shitdamnabouthisexpression,whathedid

washelladisrespectful. 

Kamo:Timeprincess. 

Igroaned,clickedmytongueandwalkedfast

aheadofhim.Iwasreallymad,thenerveofthis

guy! 

Igotinsidemyclass,sweating. 

Thuli:Andthen? 

Ijustlookedatherthenbackatthefront.Truth

is,ifIhadsaidsomething,itwouldn'thavebeen

niceandIwouldn'twantmybeingmadat



Kamogelocostingmemyfriendship.Notwhen

wehadcomesofar. 

Iwasinafowlmoodforthewholeofthefree

periodbeforetestandThulidarednottotalkto

me.ItmightnothavebeenfairforherbutI

couldn'tcontrolhowIwasfeeling. 

Ifeltharassed.Iwasmadathimforcrossing

suchaboundary.Whatwasithardforhimto

acceptthatIwantnothingtodowithhim? 

I'vehadbadhistorywhenitcomestoguysand

himpursuingmefloodedbackbittermemories

ofallmyexperiences.ExperiencesthatIdidn't

wanttoreminisceorevenrelive. 

Whenthesirenrangforthelasttime.Istoodup,

followingNobuhlewhohadjustexitedfromthe

classroom. 

Idon'tknowwhereIgotthebraverybutI'm

guessingit'sbecauseIwasjustfedup.Imight

nothavebeenthinkingrationally. 



Itappedherontheshoulderandsheturnedto

lookatme.Shewasalone.Disgustimmediately

embracedherfacebutIdidn'tcare.Ihadtoget

thisoveranddonewith. 

Nobuhle:What? 

Ididn'tcareabouthowcoldshewas.Iwasnot

expectinghertobeniceeitherwayandthis

wasn'tmebeingbuddybuddywithher.Ihadto

tellhertotameherguyandgethimoffmytail. 

Me:Tellyourboyfriendtoleavemealone. 

Shelookedatmelikeshedidn'tbelieveIhad

justtoldherwhatIdid. 

Aftersayingthat,Ileftherthere.Leavingherto

digesttheeggIhadbrokenonherface. 

Thuli:Andthat? 

Me:I'lltellyouontheway. 

Igotinsidemyclassandtookmybagthenwe

walked. 



Me:YouknowIreallythoughtIwasridofyour

president. 

Thuli:Whathappened? 

Itoldhereverythingfromwhenhefoundme

aloneandthespankingpart. 

Iwasn'tsurprisedwhenshesomehowfound

thishumerusandlaughed. 

Iletherbeandcontinuedwalking.Whenit

cametoKamogelo,shenevertakesmyside

andIhadlostallhopeofthatchanging.She's

supposetoscoldKamoinhisabsenceinstead

ofcondoninghisbehavior. 

Me:ImusthavetoldaTrevorNoahjoke. 

Irolledmyeyesandhuffed.Ireallycouldn'twait

forschoolstoclose.AtleastIwon'tseehimfor

twoweeks.Ireallydidn'twantanythingtodo

withthisguy. 

Shefinallystoppedthenlookedatme. 

Thuli:Sorryisjust..Youguysjustamaze. 



Me:There'sno"youguys".It'smethenit's

Kamogelo. 

Thuli:Umm..Yeah. 

Me:What'slaughable? 

Thuli:It'skindalikethoseromanticflickswhere

boylikesgirland-

Icuthershort. 

Me:Idon'tevenwannahearit. 

Thuli:Whyyousomadthough? 

Me:Areyoukidding? 

Ilookedather,failingtobelieveshejustasked

mesuchaquestion. 

Sheclearedherthroat. 

Thuli:Itwasjustaspank.Andit'sK-more! 

ShesaidthatabittooloudandIwasgrateful

wewerenotinschoolpremises.Shewastoo

muchafanofKamothatIeventhoughtthat

shelikedhimmorethanshelikedhim.Itdidn't



matterwhatbadI'dtellherabouthim,shestill

tookhisside. 

Me:Idon'tknowwhyIeventoldyouthis. 

Igotinsidethetaxianditdrovemehome.This

wasfrustratingformeandThuliwasn'thelping

meinanyway. 

Igothomethenimmediatelygotoutofmy

uniform.IworeaT-shirtandshortsbefore

takinganap. 

IknewI'dfeelawholelotcalmerafterthat 

DadwashomewhenIwokeup.Igreetedhim

asIwentoutsidetowashmyteeth. 

AlthoughIwashungry,Ididmyhomeworks

first. 

Dad:Nocookingtoday? 

Me:YoucanseeI'mstillbusy. 

Dad:Youlazynowadays. 

Me:That'snotnice. 



Dad:Really? 

Ilookedathim.Myfatherwasbeingplainrude

now.It'snotlikeIwasjustlazingaround.Iwas

actuallydoingmyhomework.Ididn'tanswer

him.Ididn'twanttocomeoutasbeing

disrespectfulorhimhavingtoremindmethat

he'smyfather. 

Afterdoingmyhomework,Iwenttodoas

instructed. 

Ididn'tallowthattohurtme.It'satthatmoment

thatIconcludedIdidn'thaveagoodday. 

Wewerenowsittinginourlittledinnertable,

oppositeeachotherwhileeating. 

Dad:Whenareyouplanningtocometochurch

withme? 

Me:Youknowchurchain'tmything. 

Dad:WhyareyousoangryatGod? 

Me:Arewereallyabouttotalkaboutthis?



Ireallydidn'tliketalkingaboutGodoranything

thathadtodowithchurch.Thepeoplethereare

plainjudgementalandmaybeIftheyactedlike

peopleintheLord,Iwouldn'tbethismuch

againstchurch. 

Dad:Yes. 

Me:Idon'tbelieveinGod. 

Dad:Why? 

Me:Ohmygoshdad,givemeabreak. 

Dad:Youknowmylifehasbecomesomuch

bettereversinceIrepairedmyrelationshipwith

God. 

Me:Goodforyou. 

Dad:Yourscanchangetoo. 

Me:Dad,please. 

Dad:Justcomeonlyonce,ifyoudon'tlikeit

thenyoucannevergoagain. 

Me:CanIthinkaboutit? 



Iwasn'tgoingto.Ijustneededthistopicto

cease.TothinkthatIwasnowgoingtohaveto

listentoDadtoo,Thuli'spreachingwasenough

forme,thankyouandnowthis. 

Isighedandtookthedishes.Hejustnodded. 

Iwenttowashthemthenwentbackto

watchingsoapies. 

Mydadwasreligiousnow.Tooreligiousifyou

askhim.Ihadtowatchhimbeinghappywith

someoneelse. 

Surelyhecan'tsayit'sGodwhowasmaking

himhappylikethis.Iwasn'tgoingtoprythough.

Ihadbeggedhimtoomuchtolevelwithmeand

Iwasfedup. 

Ihadafriendlymatchthefollowingday.Iwasa

bitanxiousaboutit.Westilldidn'tKnowwho

wewereplayingagainst. 

GoodthingwewereonlywritingonFriday. 

IfinallywenttobedwhenIfeltsleepy. 



Dadwokemeupwithbathingwaterthe

followingday. 

Me:Isitmorningalready? 

HechuckledandIgroaned.Iwasn'tready.He

leftmeandItookoffmyclothesthentookmy

bath. 

Iworemygolfshirtandskirtwithstockings.I

didn'ttakemuchbookstoschool,weweren't

writinganyway. 

Hegavemeabowlofporridgeandweateover

alightconversation.Atleastitwasn'tabout

religionorGod,Iwouldn'thavesurvived. 

Hetookmetoschoolafter. 

Dad:Calmdown. 

Me:It'smyfirstgamedad. 

Dad:Youguyshavebeenpracticingsince

January. 

Me:Ican'thelpit. 



HeheldmyhandsandIlookedathim. 

Dad:Yougoingtowin.Havealittletrustin

yourself.Evenifyoulose,you'llalwaysbea

winnertome. 

Ismiled.Dad'swordsarealwayssoothingto

thesoul.WesharedahugthenIkissedhimas

usual,tookmymoneythenleft. 

Thuliwaswaitingformeandthegateandshe

metmehalfwayandattackedmewithahug. 

Me:Ican't..Breath. 

Thuli:Sorry. 

Shegiggledandletgo. 

Me:Andnow? 

Thuli:I'msorryaboutyesterday.Fromnowon,

nomoreteamPresident. 

It'swhenshesaidthelastpartthatitclicked

whatshewastalkingabout.Ilaughedabitthen

smiled.She'stoogoodtobetrue. 



Me:It'sOK. 

Ikissedheronthecheekandshebreathedout,

probablyfromrelief. 

Wewenttoassemblyaftertakingourbagsto

class. 

Afterannouncements,wedepartedtoour

respectiveclasses. 

Wesatatournormalseats.Nobuhlecamea

whilelaterlookingabitsad. 

Thuli:Andthen? 

Me:Idon'tknow. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Itlookedasthough

shehadbeencrying. 

Atbreaktime,IhadtogopracticesoIletThuli

gotoherboyfriend. 

SchooloutcameearlierthanIthought. 

Thuli:Stoppanicking.I'llbetherecheeringfor

you. 



Ilaughedabitandwehuggedtightly. 

Theteamwenttothetoiletswherewewentto

changeintoourkit. 

"Goodluck"

Iturnedanditwasthe"ass"guy.Rememberthe

incidentoutsidethestaffroom?Yep. 

Thenerveofthisguy.Heflashedadirtysmile

atme,winkedthenwentonhisway. 

Me:Nxa. 

Wehadquiteanaudience.SomethingIwasn't

expectingandthatputmorepressureonus. 

IwasabletoscoretwogoalsandIwasvery

proudofmyselfandsowasmyteam.Itmight

havebeenafriendlybutitmeanteverythingto

me. 

Lerato,thegirlwhowasourgoalie,cameto

me. 

Lerato:Goodgame. 



Ismiledandwehugged. 

Me:Wealldidourpart. 

Lerato:CanIgetyournumber? 

Ichuckled.IfonlysheKnew. 

Me:Idon'thaveaphone. 

Herjawdropped.Shewasshocked. 

Lerato:Howoldareyou? 

Ilaughed.Leratoisaslenderchick,darkin

complexion.She'sabeautifuldarkbone. 

Me:I'mturning17nextmonth. 

Lerato:Wow. 

Me:Iknow. 

IrantoThuli.Iwasjustsoexcitedandshe

screamed,engulfingmeinahug. 

Thuli:Itoldyounottoworry. 

Ourteamhadwon4-1.ItwasgreattoknowI

hadcontributedtoourwin. 



"Congratulations"

OhGod.Iturnedandhehadaroseinhishand.

Hegaveittome. 

Me:Thanks. 

Iturnedtowalkawayandthenhepulledme

thenimmediatelyattackedmewithakiss. 

Ibrokeitandslappedhimbeforerunningaway. 

Ireallywashavingagooddaybeforehecame. 

WhydidIhatehimthismuch?

IIwishIknewtheanswerthattoo.
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I'monepersonwhohasneverlikedbeingthe

centerofattention.I'mnotshyoranythingbutI

alwayslikedgettingthebackseatineverything.

Ipreferredbeingunnoticed,unknownandwith



noonehavinganyinterestinme.Iwasnever

friendswithanypopulargirls,Iwasjusttoo

average,morelikeunderaverage. 

WhatKamogelodidbroughtawholelotof

attentiononme.AttentionthatIwasn'tseeking

whatsoever,infact,Ididn'tneedit.Hekissed

me,infrontofallthosepeople.Heknowsvery

wellthathe'sthepresident,everyoneisalways

onthelookoutforhim,alwayswatchinghim,

attentionfollowswhereverintheschool

premiseshegoesandhejusthadtodowhathe

did. 

Ihadawholelotofmixedfeelingsaboutthis. 

Iwassittingontopofthetoiletseat.Ididn't

knowwhethertoscreamorcry.Icouldn't

fathomwhetherIwasangry,sador

embarrassed.Itwascrazy.Iwasevenshaking. 

Whydidhehavetodothat?Justwhen

everyonehadstoppedtalking,hegoesand

doesthis. 



Me:Whyme?Whyme? 

Igroanedinfrustration.Istartedtakingdeep

breathsinandout,tryingtocalmmyemotions

down. 

Ihatedhimnowmorethanbefore. 

Ifinallygotthestrengthtostand,afterabout

twentyminutes.Iflushedthengotoutofthe

toilet. 

IcompressedmyfeelingsjustsoIdidn'tcry.

HowwouldIexplainsuddenlyhavingeyebags

undermyeyes? 

Isighedandwashedmyhands.

"Youhappynow,ain'tyou?"

Ialreadyknewbythevoicewhothatwas.I

turnedandlookedather,Ididn'tneedthis.Not

whenIwastryingtodealwithwhatKamogelo

did. 

Ididn'tanswer.Notbecausewhatshewas

sayingwasrightbutbecauseIdidn'thaveany



wordsforher. 

Idoubtshe'dbelieveanythingthatI'dsaytoher

anyway. 

Shegotclosertome.Shewasalonethistime

anditseemedshehadbeencrying.CouldI

havebeenthereasonbehindhersadness? 

I'mnotabadpersonoramI?ImeanIdidn'tdo

anything.IevenslappedKamoafterhedidwhat

hedid.Forcinghiskissonmylips.Ididn'teven

reply.Ijustdon'tknowwhyshehadtocome

blamemeandIalsocouldn'tcomprehendwhat

isitthatshewasnowaccusingmeoff. 

Nobuhle:Ijustdon'tgetit. 

Iwaslost,confused.Ihadnoideawhatshe

wastalkingabout.Hervoiceexpressedsome

sortofgrief,sorrowandIhadactuallynever

seenherthatbroken.Iknewonethingthough,it

hadtodowithKamogelo.It'sactuallywhatshe

hasbeenfightingmeforthesepastweeksno

matterhowmuchItoldherIdidn'twanthim. 



Me:What? 

Iasked.Itcameoutasawhisper.Iwasshit

scared.There'sasayingthat;"Hellhathnofury

thanascornedwoman"andwhatIhadinfront

ofmewasascorned.CouldIhavebeenthe

cause?Idoubtbutthat'snotwhatwasgoingon

inhermind.AsfarasI'mconcerned,Iwouldn't

hurtaflybuthermindhadprobablyconvinced

herotherwise. 

Nobuhle:Idon'tknowwhereIwentwrong. 

Shewasconfusingmeevenmore.Ihadnoidea

whatshewastalkingaboutoreven,whatithad

todowithme.Shewasgoingaroundincircles

andthatwasmakingmeevenmoreanxious. 

Ilookedather,withhopesthatshe'dshed

somelightonmeregardingtheissueshewas

addressing,Theboneshehadcometopick

withmethatIhadzichideaabout. 

Nobuhle:Weweresoinlove.Everythingwas

goingwelltillyoucameintothepicture!



Shewasnowlookingatme.Itwasonlyusin

thetoiletsandIwonderedifthisiswhereIwas

goingtomeetmyancestors.Shelookedlike

shewasabouttomurdermeandIwasliterally

shaking. 

Me:M..Me? 

Nobuhle:Yes,you. 

ShecamecloserandItookastepback.She's

tallerthanmebutnotastallasKamo. 

Nobuhle:Youtookhimawayfromme! 

Me:Ididn't. 

Shegavemeadeathstare.Shewasnow

fuming.Itwasn'tsorrowthatIsawbutanger,

wrath.Icouldseesmokecomingfromherears

andIfeltlikepissingonmyself. 

Nobuhle:ImeanIdon'tgetit.Ifuckedhimgood,

I'mbeautiful,allthegirlsinthisschoolenvyme,

I'mpopular,I'mmostwantedbyalltheguysbut

now,notK-more.I'msuddenlynotgoodenough



forhim.Allbecauseofyou! 

Iswallowedsalivadeeply.Iblinkedacoupleof

timestokeepthetearsfromfalling.It'swhat

happenswhenI'mscared. 

Ifeltmycheekburning.Didshejust..?Yes,she

did.Nobuhlehadjustslappedmeanditstung

ashell.Icouldseethefirecomingfrommy

cheek.ShithadhitthefanFam. 

Iinvoluntarilycried.Thepainwasjusttoomuch

toignoreorwithhold,Icouldn'tdoit.Icouldn't

pretendlikeIwasn'thurting.Asifthatwasn't

enough,sheslappedagainandIjustlether. 

I'mnotaviolentpersonsotherewasnothingI

wasgoingtodo.Icouldn'tevenrunbecause

thedoorwasclosed. 

Shemusthaveplannedthis,shemusthavesaw

mecomingtothetoiletsandfollowingme.She

probablygotridofeveryoneandwaitedforme

toshowmyasssoshecouldshowmeflames,

nopunintended. 



Nobuhle:WhatdoyouhavethatIlack,Huh? 

Sheslappedmeagain.Shewashavingherfun

withmeandIcouldn'tevenfightherback. 

Nobuhle:Soyoumutenow? 

Isobbed,lookingdown.Thetearsjustfell.To

thinkIhadjustbeenbeatenbyafifteenyearold

isembarrassing. 

"Idareyoutoslapheragain"

ShehadherhandalreadyraisedandIhadmy

eyesclosed,waitingforhertodoasshewishes

withme. 

Ididn'tevenlookathim.Iknewitwas

Kamogelo.Iknewhisvoiceprettywell.WhatI

didn'tunderstandiswhathewasdoinghere? 

Washeheretoaddmorefueltothefire? 

Nobuhle:She'sthereasonyouleftme.Anugly,

cheap,broke,fatbitch! 

Hearingherdescribemelikethatmademy



heartache.SheremindedmeofallthebullyingI

hadexperiencedgrowingup,allthecurses,all

theinsultsandallthenastyremarks. 

Theycamefloodingbacklikeariverandmy

facefloodedwithtearsthatflowedlikeariver,

again,nopunintended. 

Kamo:Don'tcallherthat. 

Whenhesaidthat,IrememberedwhenIcalled

herskinnyandhetoldmetheexactwords.This

time,hewasn'tstandingupforherbutwas

defendingme.Thesamemewhohadslapped

himinfrontofhalftheschool,Thesameme

whohadneversaidnotevenonegoodwordto

himandthesamemewhohadrejectedhima

coupleoftimes.Hewasdefendingme. 

Ihadneverhadanyonestandupforme,Imean

neverandthisbroughtacertainfeelinthat

warmedmyrupturedheartasmalllittlebit. 

Nobuhle:Wow,soyoudefendingher? 



Heignoredherandcametomethenembraced

me.Icouldn'tfighthim,Iwastoosad. 

Ifoundcomfortinhisarmsandjustcriedmy

heartoutwithNobuhlewatchingus. 

IsawthetearsinhereyesandIsuddenlyfelt

bad.Ifeltbadforcausingdivisionbetweenthis

couplewhowereclearlyhappybeforeI

surfaced.Whydidithavetobelikethis?Why

didIhavetobethebadmaninthiscase? 

Nobuhle:Thinkaboutallwehavebeenthrough

baby. 

IletgoofKamogeloandsteppedback.Hewas

lookingmewhileIwaslookingatNobuhlewho

waslookingathim. 

IhadneverimaginedI'dbeinvolvedinalove

trianglewhenit'sjustmysecondmonthinthis

school.Januaryishardlyamonth. 

Kamo:Don'tdoit. 

ShecameclosertohimandIsteppedback. 



Nobuhle:Thisisme. 

Shesaid,touchinghisface.Heyankedherhand

offandshewailed.Woah,Iwasn'texpecting

that. 

I'mprettysurethelearnersoutsidewere

wonderingwhat'sgoingoninside. 

Theyprobablywantedtobethefliesinthe

toiletsrightnow. 

Nobuhle:WowBonga,youaskedmetotellhim

toleaveyoualoneknowingverywellthatyou

wanthim. 

Kamo:I'mtheonewhowantsher,nottheother

wayaround. 

Nobuhle:Youcan'tpossiblywanther. 

Ilookeddownandfiddledwithmyfingers.This

iswhereshestartsinsultingmeandIbraced

myselfforherheartpiercingwords. 

Kamo:Andhowdidyoucometothat

conclusion? 



Shescannedmefromuptodown,Icouldfeel

hereyesonme.Ifeltlikejustdisappearingfrom

thefaceoftheearthatthattime.Iwasvery

uncomfortable.Thewayshewassayingit,itall

justsoundedsonew. 

LikeIwasn'tusedtoitanymore. 

Nobuhle:She's...Cheap,ugly,fat-

Kamo:Anythingyouain'tright? 

Nobuhle:Yes! 

Shesmiled.Sohewasagreeingwithher.I

wasn'tsurprisedthough,Kamoistoo

handsome,it'slikehehadbeenhandcrafted,

likethosetilesmadebystonesfrom

Kilimanjaro. 

Kamo:She'stheonlygirlinthisentireschool

whodoesn'tdropherpantiesinmypresence,

shedoesn'tmeltwhensheseesme,she's

fierce,shedoesn'tsweetcoatherwordswhen

shespeakstomeandshe'snotscaredofmeor



tellingmeshit. 

Nobuhle:Shedoesn'trespectyou! 

Kamo:Andyoudo? 

Nobuhle:Umm...I..Yeah. 

Kamo:It'sover.Weareover.Thesooneryou

acceptthat,Thebetter.Youdon'twannapiss

meoffNobuhle,trustme. 

Nobuhle:Baby,i-

Hecuthershort. 

Kamo:Youcan'tcallmethatanymore.I'monly

gonnasaythisonce. 

Thefacialexpressionhehadonwouldmake

anyonepeeonthemselves.Itwasthatscary.It

evenhadmestartledabit. 

Kamo:LeaveKhensanialone.Ifyouevereven

putafingeronher,I'mgonnafuckyousobad

thatyou'dliterallypeeonyourselfatthe

mentionofmyname. 



CanIjustsaythis?Ihadnever,Irepeat,NEVER

seenNobuhlethatscared.WhatamIsaying?I

hadneverseenherscared,Imeannever.She

leftwithatailbetweenherlegsanditwasjust

himandI. 

Istilllookeddown.Isuddenlycouldn'tfacehim.

IhadbrokeapartinfrontofthismansoIfelt

likeaweakling.IguessIamforallowing

Nobuhletowalkallovermelikethat. 

Kamo:Areyouokay? 

Hefinallybrokethesilence.Inodded. 

Kamo:Sayit. 

Me:I'mokay. 

Ilookedathimandsawtheimpactofmyhand.

Hehadaredcheek.Ilaughedabitinside. 

Kamo:It'samazing. 

Me:What? 

Kamo:Youdidnoteventhinktwicebefore



slappingmeyetyouLetNobuhledothatto

you. 

Me:Younotbeingfunnyatall. 

Kamo:I'mjustsaying. 

Hecameandheldmycheeks. 

Kamo:I'msorry. 

Me:It'snotyourfault. 

IwasstillwearingmykitandIhadtochange

somehowbuthowwasIgoingtodothatinhis

presence?Ineededtogetridofhim. 

Kamo:Whatareyouthinking? 

Me:Ineedtochange. 

Kamo:So? 

Me:Ineedspace. 

Kamo:Ifyoucan'tundressinfrontofmenow,

howamIgoingtobreakyourvirginity? 

Me:WhosaidI'mavirgin? 



HisjawdroppedandIchuckled.Thenerveof

thisguy.Hisimaginationthough!

Kamo:Younot? 

Me:NowayBruh.Isthatwhyyouwentforme? 

Kamo:Soyounotasinnocentasyoulook? 

Me:I'mnotinnocentatall.Now,go 

Kamo:I'llwaitoutside. 

Ilethimbe.Whenheleft,Iimmediately

changedbackintomyuniform.Igotoutthenhe

wentwithmetowherewestoredourkits.I

figuredthatThulihadleftalready,itwaspretty

latethough. 

Kamo:WheretoFromhere? 

Me:I'mgoinghome. 

Kamo:Daddydearestpickingyouup? 

Me:I'mtakingataxi. 

IwasactuallyprettysurprisedthatIhadn't

dismissedhimyet.Heaccompaniedmetothe



rank. 

Kamo:CanIatleastgetyournumber? 

Me:Whatfor? 

Kamo:SoIcancallandknowifyouarrived

safely. 

Me:That'ssweetbutIdon'thaveaphone. 

Kamo:Youkiddingright? 

IrememberedLerato.Shereactedthesame

waytoo. 

Me:IwishIwas 

Kamo:Whythough? 

Me:Idon'twantit. 

Kamo:Soyouhaveneverhadaphone? 

Me:Yep! 

Kamo:Youweird.Sothat'swhyIcouldn'tfind

youonanysocialmedia? 

Me:Soyousearchedforme? 



Kamo:Idid.Duuh! 

Iwassurprisedthathe'dgotosuchlengths.I

didn'tthinkhewasthisseriousaboutme.

Maybehejustwantedsomefreshpussy,he'sa

seniorafterallsoIcanneverknow. 

Me:Well,that'sit. 

Kamo:HowwillIreachyouthen? 

Me:Youwon't. 

Igotinsidethetaxileavinghimlikethat. 

IwasverytiredwhenIgothomeandIwas

surprisedtofindmydad,hehadevencooked. 

Dad:Whathappenedtoyou? 

Me:Huh? 

Dad:Yourface. 

Irememberedtheslaps.Nobuhlemusthave

fuckedmeupprettybad.Wait,whyamI

swearingsomuch?IshouldgotoChurchin

comingyears. 



Me:Igotbeatenup. 

IneverhideanythingfrommydadandImean

anything.HeknewevenwhenIhadbrokenmy

virginity,nomatterhowsadthatwasformebut

hewasthereforme. 

Dad:Bywho? 

Helookedveryconcerned.Hehuggedme

tightly,squeezingmebeforelettinggo. 

Me:SomegirlatschoolbecauseapparentlyI'm

thereasonherboyfriendlefther. 

Dad:Areyou? 

Me:Dad! 

Dad:Ijustwannaknowbaby. 

Me:Ofcoursenot. 

Dad:Ishouldgototheschooland-

Me:No! 

Dad:Lookwhatshedidtoyou. 



Me:Ican'tbethatgirlwhocallsherparents

becauseshecan'thandlestuffonherown.I'm

sixteenforheaven'ssake.

Hesmiled. 

Dad:Okaybutifithappensagain. 

Me:Yeah,yeah.I'mtired. 

Dad:Wait,howwasthematch? 

Igrinned.Theexcitementwhichhadhiditself

somewherewithinmesurfaced. 

Me:Iscoredtwogoals!

Iscreamed.Hechuckledthenliftedmeuplikea

littlebabybeforekissingme. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Dad,I'mnotababy. 

Dad:You'llalwaysbemybabyandI'mproudof

you.Itoldyouyougonnawin. 

Me:AndIthankyouforhavingthatmuchfaith

me. 



Dad:I'llalwaysdo. 

Me:Letmegorestbeforewegetallemotional. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:Go,don'tforgettotakeoffyouruniform. 

Me:Yesmom

HelaughedasIwentintoourbedroom.Itook

offmyuniformbeforethrowingmyselfonmy

bedInjustmypanty. 

BecauseIwasexhausted,Iimmediatelyfell

asleepwhenmyheadtouchedthepillow. 
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Me:Ithinkit'stimeIhadaphone. 

Dad:Oh? 

Me:Yes,I'vehadpeopleaskingmeformy



numbersonlyforthemtobedisappointedinthe

end. 

Dad:Isthatreallywhatit'sabout? 

Me:Whatelse? 

Dad:Ithinkthere'smoretothisthanwhatyou

tellingme. 

Me:Oh? 

Dad:Yes,Iwasn'tbornyesterday. 

Hewaslookingatme.Icouldn'tfathomwhyit

seemedlikeIsuddenlyhadtobegfordadtoget

meaphone.He'sactuallythesamepersonwho

offeredinthefirstplace,onmorethanone

occasionandIdeclined.Ididn'tgetwhyInow

hadtopursuadehimtobuymeaphone. 

Me:It'sfine,forgetIasked.

Wefinishedwithourbreakfastandhedroveme

toschool. 

Dad:I'mnotsayingIwon'tbuythephone. 



Me:No,really,it'sfine. 

Dad:Areyousure? 

Me:Yep. 

Itookmymoney,kissedhimonthecheekand

gotout.Ihadmadesurethere'snomarkonmy

faceoftheslapsIhadgottenfromNobuhlethe

previousday.Ireallyhopeshenolonger

becomesathorninmylife. 

She'slikeapainintheass,Ireallyhopedthat

she'lltakeKamo'swordstoheartandleaveme

alone.It'snotmyfaultthatKamobrokeupwith

her,Ididn'tinitiateitandIsureashelldidn'task

himto.AllIeveraskedwasforhimtoleaveme

alone.That'sallfromdayoneandIhopeby

nowshegetsit. 

IhuggedThuliwhomI'msureshehadalotof

questionsforme.Ithadbeenadramaticday

yesterday. 

Thuli:Howareyou? 



Me:FineIguess. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.IcomprehendhowI

wasfeelingthisday.Ireallywasn'tsureof

myselfandifI'mevenlookingforwardtothe

day. 

Thuli:Evenmylifeisnothalfasdramaticas

yours.

Me:HowIwishIwasstillthatsameunnoticed

girlwhonoonewantedtobefriendswith,

thingswouldbeawholelotbetter. 

Thuli:IblameK-morethough. 

Me:Saysyouwhowashisnumberonefan. 

Thuli:Iwasblindedbyhishandsomenessand

sexinessbabe. 

"SoI'mnotsexynorhandsome?"

HereyesimmediatelypoppedoutandItriedso

muchnottolaugh.Shecouldn'tevensay

anythingforafewsecondsandthat'ssounlike

Thuli,shealwayshassomethingtosaythough. 



Thuli:Heybaby. 

Shehuggedhim,thoughhewasn'tcooperating

inanywayontheembrace.Iunderstoodwhere

hewascomingfrom,IknowIwouldn'tbe

pleasedifIheardmyboyfriendcomplimenting

anothergirlthismuch.Hellwouldfreeze

immediately.Haha,I'mjokingthough.Anyway,

backtothesituationathand,Xoliwasn't

pleasedwhatsoeverwithThuli. 

Thuli:Areyoumad? 

Xoli:Whowereyoutalkingabout? 

HehadastraightfaceonandIrealizedthen

thatshithadhitthefanFam!Okay,Isaythata

lotbutitwastrue. 

Thebellrangsavingmefromallthisfiery

awkwardnessandprobablygivingThulitimeto

thinkofaperfectlie.ImeanIcanimaginehow

he'dfeelknowingshe'stalkingaboutthe

President,everyoneenviesthissonofabitch. 



Argh,hejustannoysmenje. 

ItookThuli'shandandwehurriedtoourclass

whereweputourbagsdownbeforesprinting

slowlytotheassemblyarea. 

Me:Hehadnorighttoeavesdroponour

conversationthough. 

Thuli:That'sprettytoolate. 

Me:Oh,Iknow.I'msorry. 

Thuli:He'ssomadatmeBonga,whatamI

gonnado? 

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosaytoher.I'mnotan

expertwhenitcomestorelationships.Imean

I'veneverhadarelationshipthatlastedmore

thanaminute,figurativelyspeakingsoIwas

clueless. 

Igaveherahugandassuredhereverything

wouldbealright.Thiswasn'tthatmuchabig

dealoratleastthat'swhatIthought.Wecould

betalkingaboutacharacterfromasoapiefor



allheknowssoIthinkthiswasgoingtobe

easy. 

WegotinsideourClassandwenttoourseat.

Nobuhlewasabsenttodayandapartofme

wasgratefulthatIcouldfinallybreathe.Don't

blamemethough,Istillwasn'tahundred

percentconvincedthatshe'llleavemealone

priortoKamogelo'scommand. 

Hersidekickswerepresentthough,Iwonder

wheretheydisappearedtoyesterday.She's

usuallywiththem,morelikealwaysunless

she'smaybefuckingnoKamogelo.Okay,that

wasmeanttobeajoke. 

IknewIwasgoingtospendthebreakaloneand

Iwasn'tcomplaining.Thulihadtogosortthings

outwithXolani.Wehadworkedtogetherand

hadcomeupwithaconvincinglie.I'mnotaliar

norwasIraisedasonebutthissituationjust

hadtobepardonedfromthetruth. 

Iwenttobuymyselffruitsasusualanda



packetofsnack,comingbackfromtheshopI

metwithoneofthesidekicks.She'sactuallythe

onewhowaswithNobuhlewhenwewere

waitingforourdatesattheValentine'sbash. 

Her:Hey. 

Me:Umm..Hi

Iwassurprisedtosaytheleast.Thisgirlhas

neverbotheredtotalktome,Imeannever,even

thoughweinthesameclass.Well,unlessshe

wasganginguponmewithNobuhleandthe

otherone. 

Iactuallywonderedwhyshe'ssuddenlytalking

tome.Youknow,curiosity,andshewas

actuallypolite,somethingIneverhadthought

existedinhermembers. 

Her:I'mKagiso. 

Me:Nok-

Shecutmeoff. 

Kagiso:Nokubonga,Iknow.Weinthesame



classafterall. 

Me:I'msorryIdon'tknowyours.Ionlyknow

Nokubonga. 

Kagiso:It'sunderstandable. Mostpeopledon't

knowus,ImeanmeandTumelo. 

Me:It'sembarrassingformecauseweinthe

sameclass. 

Kagiso:Well,atleastnowyouknowme. 

Ichuckledsoftlyandshejoinedme.Iwaseven

surprisedthatwewerehavingadecent

conversation,wellatleastonhersideIwas

surprisedshe'sbeingdecent. 

Kagiso:Canwegositdownandtalk? 

Ineverwouldhavethoughtshe'dwanttotalkto

me.Likespendmorethanfiveminutestalking

tomewithnovenombeingspittome.Ihope

youcanunderstandwhyI'mshockedbyallof

this. 

Inoddedandwewenttositatthebunchwhich



IusuallysitwithThuliatduringbreak.Wecalled

itours.

Kagiso:Firstly,Iwanttoapologizeforbeing

suchabitchtoyou. 

Okay,Ididn'tthinkshewasgoingtobethis

brutalandopenaboutthis.Iwasexpectingher

tofilterherdeviousactionsabitbut

surprisingly,sheadmittedthebittertruth. 

Me:Youdon'thavetoapologize. 

Iwasn'tusedtopeoplecomingtomeand

admittingtheirfaultsandIneverevenexpected

themto.IneverholdgrudgessoI'djustforgive

thembeforetheyevenaskmeto.It'sjustthe

wayIam,IthinkI'mtooforgivingtosaythe

least.

Kagiso:Pleaseletmefinish. 

Inodded.Feelingalittlebadforinterruptingher

apology. 

Kagiso:Ihavetoapologize.Believeme,Ifeel



verybadforeverything.Ifeelbadforletting

Nobuhleluremeintoherevilplanstocrushyou

andmakeyourlifemiserable.Ishouldn'thave

lethermakemeheraccompliceinwhatever

beefshehadwithyou.Youagoodperson

Bonga,withagoodheartandyoudidn'tdeserve

suchtreatment. 

Ismiled.ShesoundedverysincereandIcould

feelitcamefromthebottomofherheart.If

onlysheknewIneverhatedherforit,Idon't

hateevenNobuhle,regardlessofallthebadshe

hadeverdonetome.Icansaythathatenever

dwellsinmyheartbutonlylove.TheloveIwas

taughtbymyfather,thetrue,unconditionallove

withwhichhelovedmeandstilllovesmewith. 

Me:Ilongforgavebeforeyoueventhoughtof

comingtoapologize.HenceIhadsaidyoudon't

havetoapologize. 

Igaveherahug.Itwasasignofhowgenuine

myforgivenessofheris.I'mjustgladshecame



backtohersenses. 

Webrokethehugandshewipedhertears.I

thinkshestillcouldn'tbelievethatIdidn'thold

anyofwhathappenedagainsther. 

Kagiso:Ireallydidn'tthinkyou'dforgivemejust

likethat.Nobuhlehadmadeusbelievethatyou

anevilperson. 

Ilaughed.AtleastnowsheknewIwasnoteven

closetobeingEvil. 

Me:Icanimagine. 

Kagiso:NowIseewhyK-morelovesyouthis

much. 

Me:Ohnotyoutoo! 

Irolledmyeyesandshegiggled.Hisnamejust

hadtoalwayspopatEveryconversationIhave

withsomeoneatschool. 

Ireallywishedtheydidn'thavetoalwaysbring

himup.Thepoorguy'searsmustbeitching

almostallthetime. 



Kagiso:I'mseriousthough.Whydoyouthink

Nobuhlehatesyouthismuch?

Me:Idon'tknow.BecauseI'muglyandfat? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.ShelaughedlikeIhad

justtoldthemosthilariousjoke. 

Kagiso:Yousofunnyyazi.It'sbecauseshe

feelsthreatenedbyyou.

Me:Byme? 

Ilaughed.Shemustbekidding,shecan'tbe

serious. 

Kagiso:Forreal.Youeverythingshe'snot.You

beatiful,yousweet,humbleandjustlovable

NJeandyoualwaysputK-moreinhisplace.

Somethingnooneelseisabletodo. 

Me:Youtoonice. 

Kagiso:I'msayingitlikeitis.Shelosthimthe

minutehesawyou. 

ThebellrangbeforeIcouldaskanyquestions.



Somehowherlastwordswereringinginmy

mindandbusyreplayinginmymind.Ididn't

understandwhatshemeant.Itwaslikea

parabletome. 

Thuli'ssmilewhenIenteredtheclassroomwas

enoughtoassuremethatthingswerenow

goodbetweenherandtheboyfriendandIwas

morethanhappy.Ididn'tlikeseeingherthat

miserable. 

Me:So? 

Thuli:Ididaswediscussed. 

Me:I'mhappyitworked.Ihatelying. 

Thuli:I'mjustrelievedit'sallover. 

Me:I'mhappyforyou. 

Wehuggedshortlythentheteacherenteredand

lessonspresumedasusual. 

Ihadn'tseenKamogelothewholeoftodayand

trustmewhenIsay,Iwasn'tcomplaining.Thuli

hadseenherthoughsoIcanconfirmhewasn't



absent. 

Thuli:Umm..Babe? 

Me:Yeah? 

Thuli:I'llbewalkingwithXoli. 

Ifrowned.Ireallywasn'texpectingthat.Imean

wehadhardlyspenttimetogetheryesterday

andtodaybutIdidn'tcomplain,lestIcomeout

asbeingselfish. 

Me:Alrightthen. 

Ifakedasmile. 

Thuli:You'llbecool? 

Me:Don'tworryaboutme.Gotoyourman. 

Isaidspankingherlightlyandshegiggled.She

wentoutoftheclasswhileIremained.Iwanted

todomyhomeworkimmediatelyknowingI'llbe

tiredwhenIgethome. 

AfteraboutanhourandahalfIwasdone.Itook

mybag,bumpingintosomeguyatthedoor. 



Me:Ohh,I'msorry. 

HewastallsoIlookedup,beingmetbyadirty

smirk.Thisguyagain!Iinwardlyrolledmy

eyes. 

Guy:Lovelyseeingyouthisclosetome. 

Iwalkedbackabitandhelaughed. 

Guy:I'mThutobytheway. 

Me:Ineverasked. 

Thuto:FiestyIsee.NowIknowwhyK-moreis

headoverheelsinlovewithyou.Yougotfire

babe! 

Me:Ohnotyoutoo.I'mgettingtiredofhearing

thatname! 

Igroanedandhelaughed. 

Thuto:Laterprincess. 

Hewinkedatmethenleft,Iclickedmytongue

andwentonmyway.Ishouldhavelong

guessedfromthearroganceofthisguythat



he'sKamogelo'sfriend.That'stheassguywhoI

nowknewbeingThuto. 

Iwentoutoftheschoolyardandtookataxi

whichdroppedmestraightatmygate. 

Igotin,tookoffmyuniformthenworealongT-

shirtwhichwaslikeadress. 

Insteadofsleeping,Icookedfirst.Dadwasn't

homeyetandafterhehadaccusedmeofbeing

lazy,Ididn'twanttogivehimmoreammunition

tocrucifyme. 

Imadeasimplericewithminceandmashed

potatoes. 

Thearomawasenoughtogetmystomach

grumblingandhecamejustasIwasdishing

up. 

Dad:SeemsI'mrightontime. 

Me:Talkaboutperfecttiming. 

Wesharedalaugh.Hewenttothebedroomto

dowhateverbeforecomingbackandhesat



downsinceIwasalreadydone. 

WesaidGraceasusualthenate. 

Dad:Thisisscrumptiousmydear. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Mydadisveryeducated,hencehe'salways

usingthishighgradeEnglish.Well,that'swhy

he'ssuchagoodwriter.Hetoldmehestudied

Journalismbutcouldn'tgetanyfull-timejob.

Thingsaretoughthere.Goodthinghewasalso

agooddesignerhencetheclothesmakingand

everything. 

Iwashedourdishesafterweatethenwentto

takemywelldeservednap. 
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Ispentmostofthenightstudyingformytest



tomorrow.Itmighthavebeenjustatestbutit

wasgoingtocontributenotonlytomyFirst

termresultsbutmyendofyearresultsaswell

soIcouldn'taffordtoslack.Whenitcomesto

myschoolwork,Idon'tplay. 

IwenttosleepwhenIwassatisfiedwithallthat

Iwasabletograsp. 

Iwokeupandasusualdadhadprepared

bathingwaterforme.Istrippedthentookmy

bath. 

Iworemystockings,skirtandgolfshirt.I

brushedmyhairthentookmybagwhichhadall

thatI'llneedandwenttothekitchen. 

Me:Bread? 

Dad:Yeah.It'swholewheatsoI'mprettysure

it'shealthy. 

Me:Yousuchanerd. 

Itookafewslicesandbutteredthembefore

sittingdowntoeat. 



Dad:It'sfunnyhowyoucallmeanerdwhileyou

spentthewholenightstudyingforatest. 

Dadwasjustexaggeratingthere.Ididn'tspend

thewholenightstudying,Iwouldbeslumbering

thenbutIwasperfectlyrefreshed. 

Me:Youblowingthingsouttaproportionnow. 

Dad:Yeah,whatever,let'sgo.. 

Me:I'mstilldrinkingmytea. 

Dad:Finishuppumpkin,Ihaveabusyday

ahead. 

Irolledmyeyesbeforegulpingdownmytea. 

Me:AndI'mnotapumpkin. 

Dad:What'swrongwithapumpkin? 

Me:It'sroundandbig. 

Hechuckled,shakinghishead.Itookmybag

andweleft,gotinhiscarandhedroveoff. 

Wearrivedatmyschoolandhestoppedthecar

whereheusuallydoes 



Me:IsthisnotthepartwhereIgetoutand

leave? 

Dad:Youwill,inaminute 

Me:Oh

Isankbackonmyseatthenlookedathim.He

lookedbackatme. 

Dad:Iwantyoutoknowsomething. 

Me:Youscaringmenow. 

Dad:It'snothingbig,don'tworry. 

IknowI'mnottheonlyonewhoimmediately

beginstoworry.Ithappenedinthiscase,a

wholelotofworryfinddwellinginmybeing

immediately. 

Ijustnodded,althoughhetoocouldseethe

worrythathadembracedmyface. 

Dad:IneedyoutoknowthatIloveyouand

you'llalwayscomefirstinmylife,nomatter

what. 



Me:Andyouexpectmenottoworrywhileyou

talklikethat? 

Dad:I'mjustassuringyouofhowmuchyou

meantome. 

Me:Areyoudyingorsomething? 

HechuckledwhileIfeltatangleoftearsinmy

eyes. 

Dad:That'sridiculous.I'mstillgoingtoliveuntil

yourchildrenhavechildren. 

Ibreathedout.Hehadmethereforasecond.

Myheartgotfilledwithreliefimmediately. 

Me:I'mglad.Butwhyyoutalkinglikethat? 

Dad:Itoldyounottoworry. 

Me:That'swhyIgetworried,becauseyou

tellingmenotto. 

Dad:Iloveyoubaby,nowgo. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

HehadalreadygivenmemoneysoItookmy



bagandjumpedout.ThebellrangjustasI

reachedthegatesoIimmediatelywenttomy

classwhereIputmybagdown.Thuliprobably

thoughtIwascomingalthoughIwouldneverbe

absentespeciallywhenI'mwriting. 

Afterassembly,wehuggedthenwalkedto

class. 

Thuli:Ithoughtyouweren'tcoming. 

Me:Really? 

Thuli:ImeanIwaitedforlikethirtyminutes. 

Shewipedimaginarysweatfromherforehead

usingherhand.Talkaboutbeingdramatic.Ilet

outasnicker. 

Me:Yeah,right. 

Igotinsideclass.Nobuhlewaspresenttoday

andohwell,shelookedmiserable.Kagiso

wavedatmeandIreturnedthewavewitha

smile. 

Wesatdowninourseat. 



Thuli:Andthat? 

Me:What? 

IknewshewastalkingaboutKagisobutI

neededtohearhersayit. 

Thuli:Don'tactdumbonme. 

Ilaughedabit. 

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout. 

Thuli:Youandher. 

ShepointedatKagisoandIchuckled. 

Me:Ohthat. 

Thuli:Yes,that. 

Sherolledhereyes.Iforgotshehadbeen

focusingsomuchonherboyfriendthatIhardly

hadtimetofeelherinonthenewupdatesinmy

life. 

Me:Wemadepeace.Sheapologizedforbeing

suchabitch,herwordsnotmineandItoldherI

hadlongforgaveherbeforesheeventhought



ofcomingtome. 

Thuli:Oh 

Me:Yeah. 

Thuli:Ihopeshewasgenuinethough. 

Me:Ihopesotoo.Forallweknow,itcouldall

bepartofsomeplanagainstme. 

Thuli:Let'snotthinktoomuchaboutit.Allthat

mattersisshefinallysawthelight. 

Me:Yeahhey,I'mgladshedid. 

Thuli:Andshedoesn'tlooklikeabadpersonto

me. 

Me:Mythoughtsexactly. 

Theteachercameandlessonspresumedas

usual.Weweregoingtowriteafterbreak,after

attendingonemorelessonofcourse. 

Soon,itwasbreaktime. 

Me:Xoliagain. 



Thuli:Youmakingmefeelbad. 

Me:I'mjustasking. 

ShenoddedslowlyandIwasn'tevensurprised.

ItseemedasthoughIwaslosinghertohimbut

again,whoamItocomplain?Whoknows

maybeifIhadaboyfriend,I'dalsodothesame.

Icertainlydidn'twanttocomeoutasselfish. 

Ialsonoddedandgotoutoftheclass. 

SomeonepulledmetothemandIimmediately

knewfromthecolognewhothatwas. 

IthoughtIwasfinallyridofhim. 

Ilookedathimandhereturnedthegazewith

hiseyebrowsbroughttogether. 

Me:Whatdoyouwant? 

Kamo:Soyoudidn'tmissmeatall? 

Me:Notevenatiny,wintsybit. 

Kamo:Yousaysthenicestofthings. 

Me:Oh,Itry. 



Kamo:Spendthedaywithme. 

Me:I'dratherdie. 

Kamo:Whydoyouhatemesomuch? 

Me:Whydoyouloveannoyingmesomuch? 

Kamo:Whyareyoualwaysinsultingme? 

Me:Whycan'tyoustayawayfromme? 

Kamo:Itryto,believeme,Ido. 

Me:Thenyounottryinghardenough. 

Kamo:Canyoustopbeingdifficultfora

moment?! 

Didhejustraisehisvoiceatme?MaybeI'm

imaginingthingsbutfromthestatesthat

suddenlycameourdirection,IknewIwasn't

imaginingthings.Ihatebeingshoutedat,it

makesmegocompletelycrazy. 

Me:Don'traiseyourvoiceatme. 

Isaidcalmlyandhesigheddeeply. 



Kamo:I'msorry. 

Hetookmyhand. 

Kamo:Pleasedon'tfight,justforonce. 

Me:Youcan'tforcemetospendtimewithyou. 

Kamo:Really? 

Me:Yes. 

Hethoughtforawhile,stillholdingmyhand. 

Kamo:Icouldgatherthewholeschoolbody

then-

Icuthimshort.Ididn'tevenwanttohearit.Just

thinkingofhavingsomuchattentiononme

mademecrumble.It'slikeheknewwhich

buttonstopressanditinfuriatedme.Him

knowingmyweaknesseswassomethingI

wouldhaveneverwishedtohavehappenbut

unfortunately,itwasn'tuptome.Healready

knewhowmuchIhatedattention,somethinghe

loved. 



Me:Fine.God,areyoualwaysgoingtothreaten

mejustsoIendupagreeingtowhatyouwant? 

Kamo:Wellyoudoknowthatdesperatetimes

callfordesperatemeasures. 

Irolledmyeyes. 

Me:Yeah,yeah. 

Kamo:Let'sgoprincess. 

Me:Letgoofmyhand. 

Isnatchedmyhandbackandfollowedhimto

whereverhewastakingme.Hetookmeoutof

theschoolyardasusual. 

Kamo:Whatdoyouwannaeat? 

Me:Ijustlostmyappetite. 

Kamo:Itdoesn'thavetobefood. 

Hebithislipandlookedatme.Igotwhathe

wassuggestingandimmediatelygot

disgusted. 

Me:Eeuw. 



Kamo:YouhaveaverydirtymindKhensani. 

Me:Mxm. 

HeboughtfruitsandchocolatebarsandSimba

snacksandjuice. 

Wewenttositatthebackofsomeshopwhich

hadthosebreadcrateswhichweusedas

chairs. 

Me:Whyarewehidinghere? 

Kamo:Iwantyoucomfortable. 

Me:Isee. 

Kamo:Orwouldyouratherwegobackto

schoolandthenIgetyouwetandeveryone

getstoseeyourhornyface? 

Me:Yousuchapervert. 

Iclickedmytongue.Whatmadehimthink

somethingwasevergoingtotranspirebetween

us? 

Ifhehadn'tforcedme,Iwouldn'tbeherewith



him. 

Iopenedabananaandstartedeating. 

Kamo:Thewayyoueatingthatbananagirl..

Mmm

Me:Thefuck? 

Ithrewitathimandsuddenlydidn'tfeellike

eating. 

Kamo:Youshould'veallowedtolickitoffyour

face. 

Me:Canyoujustshutup? 

Kamo:Makeme. 

Me:I'llgo. 

Igotupandhedidtoo.Heputhishandsonmy

waistandItriedtakingEmoffbutfailed. 

Kamo:Stopfightingme. 

Hepinnedmeonthewallwithhisonehand

holdingmyhandsontopofmyheadlikehe

usuallydoes. 



Me:Please,letgoofme. 

Kamo:Why? 

Me:Youmakingmeuncomfortable. 

Kamo:Oh? 

Me:Yes. 

HebroughthisbodyclosertomineandIcould

feelthewarmthofhisdickandIgasped.He

lookedatmeintensely.Itriedstaringbackand

hewasn'tbackingdownsoIlookeddown,no

punintended. 

Hepartedmythugswithhiskneewhichwas

touchingmypussy. 

Me:Kamogelo. 

Kamo:Khensani. 

Hisfreehandliftedmychinwithhisthumb,

forcingmetolookathim. 

Hethenbrushedournosestogether.Icouldn't

breathe.Hewastooclosetome,tooclosefor



mylikingandIfeltmykneesweakening.Was

mybodyabouttobetrayme? 

Kamo:Yousayyoudon'twantmebutyourbody

istellingmeadifferentstory. 

Hishandwenttomyass,squeezingitandIlet

outaloudgasp. 

Kamo:Stopfightingit. 

Me:Please..Stop

Itcameoutasawhisper. 

Heignoredmypleabutkissedmeinstead.I

didn'treplybuthewasn'tgivingup.Thefeelof

hislipsonminewasgivingmesuchsensations

thatIfellintothesnareoftemptationand

involuntarilykissedhimback. 

MymindhadcompletelyshutanditwaslikeI

hadlostcontrolofmyownbody. 

Itwentonforawhile,hishandswenttomybutt

andIhadmyhandsonhisneck.Heliftedmeup

asIwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistandstill



pinnedmetothewall. 

Ilostmyselfinitanditwasjustamazing,itwas

wonderfulandsomehowIcouldn'tletgo,I

didn'twantittoend. 

IthadbeensuchalongtimesinceIhadthe

touchofamanorevensinceIhadakiss. 

Hebrokeitbutdidn'tputmedown.Iopenedmy

eyesandhewaslookingatme. 

Kamo:Youdon'tknowhowlongI'vewantedto

holdyoulikethis. 

Igiggled. 

Kamo:Andyourgiggle,God,it'ssuchaturnon. 

Me:Putmedown. 

Iregainedbackmyconsciousnessandfixedmy

self.WhatdidIjustdo? 

DidIjust..Ifelttearswailingupinmyeyes. 

Helookedsurprisedtoo. 

Kamo:What'swrong?



Hecamecloserandtriedtouchingme. 

Me:Don'ttouchme. 

Iwipedmytears.Thisishowitallstartsand

thenI'mbacktobeingdepressed.Ihadcome

far,sofarthathejustwasn'tworthmegoing

backtothatdark,lonelyplace. 

Me:Thiswasamistake. 

Helookedperplexed.Istartedwalkingaway

fastly.Hefollowedme. 

Kamo:Khensaniwait. 

Iturnedtolookathim.Iwashavingallthese

feelingssuddenlythatIcouldn'tfathom. 

Me:Leavemealoneplease. 

Iranbacktoschool,withhimcallingmyname. 

Hewasn'tworthit.Icouldn'tgoback.Ihated

himformakingmefeelthiswayandreminding

meofeverythingIhadworkedhardtobury

deeplyinside. 



ThebellrangimmediatelywhenIcamefrom

thetoilet.Ihadwenttowashmyface. 

IgotinmyseatnexttoThuliandtheteacher

gotinimmediatelyafter. 

Ishiftedmyattentionbacktomyschoolwork.I

hadto.MorebecauseIwasgoingtowriteIna

few. 

Whenthebellrangafterschool,Ididn'teven

waitforThuli. 

Iimmediatelywentoutofclasslesthecomes

tolookforme.Idon'tknowhowlongIwas

goingtorunawaybutIknewIhadtoatthat

moment. 

Igotintoataxithattookmestraighthome. 

Iputmybagdownandthrewmyselfonmybed

afterarriving,notbotheringtochangeoutofmy

uniform. 

.
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Iwokeupfeelingtired.Doesitmakesense?

Probablynotbutthat'sreallyhowIfeltwhenI

wokeup.Itriedforgettingaboutwhathappened.

Thefeelofhislipsonminewasjusttooperfect,

tooamazingbutIcouldn'tputmyselfthrough

allthatagain.Yes,Ienjoyedeverysecondofthe

kissandatsomepointIdidn'twantIttostop

butitshouldn'thavehappened.Ishouldnot

havegaveintotemptation.AsfarasIknowhe

couldbejustlikethoseguyswholustedover

mybodyandassoonastheygotwhatthey

wanted,theydidnotonlyleavebutmadesure

tocrushmeintheprocess. 

Imaginehavingsexwithsomeonetodayand

wakinguptomorrowtofindoutthateveryone

knowsaboutit.Himhavingtoldthemhow

muchitwassuchawasteofdickwhilethe



fuckenbastardcouldn'tstopgroaningyour

name. 

Isighed.Ididn'twanttohavetoreachbackinto

thatdeeppastofmine.Ihadforgottenaboutit.

Ihadcomeveryfarbuthejusthadthrowme

backintotheholeofmydarkhistory.Ididn't

wanttoreminiscethebitterendofmypast.AllI

wantedwastolookbackonthegoodmemories.

ThegoodmemoriesofmyfatherandI. 

Allthelovewe'vesharedandthathasgrown

evenmoretoday.Itookafewdeepbreaths. 

Me:Youshouldhavejustleftmealone

Kamogelo. 

Iscreamed.God,Iwasfrustrated.Whyisthis

happeningtome? 

Dad:Youtalkalonenow? 

Me:Ohdad. 

Helookedatme,givingmeapitifullook.Ididn't

understandwhyIcouldn'tstopthinkingabout



him,aboutourkiss.Whycouldn'tIjustforget?I

didn'twanttofeelanythingforhimotherthan

dislike.SomethingIhadbeforehetouchedme,

beforeIfelthisbreathonmyface,beforeIfelt

hislipsonmine,beforeIgotlostinhistouch.

Gosh,thiswassofrustrating. 

Dad:Talktomebaby. 

Isighedandstartedplayingwithmyfingers.

Thegoodthingabouttalkingisthatitliftsoff

theburdeninyourshoulders.Itmightnotbeall

ofitbutItmakesitlighter. 

Me:Idon'tknowwheretostart. 

Dad:Howaboutatthebeginning?YouknowI

willneverjudgeyou. 

Thethingaboutmyfatherishe'sagood

listenerandalwaysknowswhattosaytomake

apersonfeelbetter.I'dsometimesteasehim

andsayheshouldhavebeenapsychologist. 

Me:Ok,sothere'sthisguy. 



Dad:Ifigured. 

Me:Youdid? 

Dad:OfcourseIdid,I'mnotakidyouknow. 

Me:Ohyeah. 

Dad:Goonbaby. 

Me:He'sbeenlikechasingaftermeandItold

himtoleavemealone. 

Dad:I'mguessingheneverlistenedand

continuedpursuingyou. 

Me:Pleaseletmefinish. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:AlrightI'llshutup 

Me:Please.AnywaylikeIwassayingbeforeyou

interruptedme,he'sbeenpursuingmeformore

thanamonthnow.

Dad:Andyouonlytellingmenow? 

Me:Youpromisedtoletmefinish. 



Dad:I'maskingasimplequestion. 

Me:YoucanaskquestionsafterI'mdone. 

Dad:Alrightbaby. 

Isighed.Dadwasn'ttakinganyofthisserious

whileI,ontheotherside,neededtooffload. 

Me:Iaskedhimcountlesstimestoleaveme

alonethenheletmebeforamonth.IthoughtI

wasfinallyridofhimbutIwaswrong. 

HechuckledandIlookedathim.Hemouthed

an"I'msorry".AllIneededwasforhimtolisten,

that'sall. 

Me:Thisisseriousbaba. 

Dad:I'mreallysorrybaby. 

Me:Ifyoucontinuelikethis,I'mgoingtostop. 

Ifrownedthenlookedathimwithmyarms

folded. 

Dad:I'llstop,Ipromise. 

Me:That'sallyou'vebeensayingbutyounever



goonwithit. 

Dad:It'sthelasttimebaby. 

Me:Youmakingithardformetoconfidein

you. 

Dad:CanIsaysomethingbeforeyoucontinue? 

Me:What? 

Dad:CanIorcanInot? 

Me:Okay,youcandad. 

Dad:Iknowyoustillscaredofhistoryrepeating

itselfandthisboyprobablyhindersallyouhad

triedsohardtobury.Hemakesitallresurface

inyourmind.

Inodded.Hewasright.Ididn'twanttogo

throughitallagain,Imighthavesurvived

depressionthattimebutthistime,there'sno

tellingifI'llbeabletosurvive.Depressionisa

deadlycondition,onethatIwouldn'twishon

anyone. 



Dad:Lookbaby,IwantyoutoknowthatI'll

alwaysbehereforyou.Icanseethatyou

scaredofrelapsingandIdon'twantyoutothink

itthatway.Ialsodon'twantyoutonotlive.I

meanIamnotsayingberebelliousbutallI'm

sayingistakeariskonceInawhile.It'sallpart

oflife.Idon'twantyoutolookbackandregret

decliningWhatcouldhavebeenyouronceina

lifetimeopportunityoflove. 

Me:Idon'tknowdad. 

Dad:Don'toverthinkit.Listentoyourheart. 

Me:Ijusthaveamillionthoughtsrunninginmy

mind,athousandvoicesdrivingmeinsane. 

Dad:GiveyourselfabreakNono.Workon

yourselffirstthenyoucanthinkabout

Kamogelo. 

Me:Howdidyou....Dad! 

Hechuckledandleft.Hehadactuallyheardme

talkingalone.Mydadthough. 



Talkingtohimreallyhelped.Italwaysdoes.I

gotupfrommybedthenwenttobrushmy

teeth. 

Afterbrushingmyteeth,Iwenttothekitchen.I

washungry,Ihardlyateatschool.Abanana

thatIhardlyfinishedisn'tfood. 

Me:Youdidn'tcook? 

Dad:That'syourjobbaby. 

Me:Butdad,that'snotfair. 

Dad:I'mkidding.AngithiItoldyouI'dbehaving

abusyday. 

Me:Ohyeah,Iforgot. 

Dad:YouwerebusythinkingngoKamogeloto

giveadamn. 

Me:YohGivemeabreak.It'senoughthat

everyoneatschoolkeepspesteringmypeace

withhisname. 

Icoveredmyearswithmyhandsandhe



laughed.Iendedupjoiningin.Imadeasimple

papwithInkomazi.IwashungryphelasoI

wasn'tabouttowaitalotoftimeforthefoodto

becooked. 

IatewhilewatchingTVthenwenttobedwhenI

wasfeelingtired. 

Ididn'thaveanyplansforSaturday.Dadwas

longgonewhenIwokeup. 

Iwokeuparound9am.Ididn'thaveschoolsoI

hadnoreasontowakeup.Iwashedmyface

andteethbeforegoingtothekitchen.Imade

coffeeformyselfwhichIatewithbread. 

Itwasn'taninterestingdayforme.WhenIhad

watchedalltheomnibusthatwasonTV,I

finallytookabath. 

Iworedenimshortswithablackvestand

flipflops.Iwasn'tgoingsomewhereeitherway.I

startedundoingmyhair,itwaslongoverdue.I

washedmyhairanddrieditwithadryer

afterwards. 



Dadwasstillnotback.Iwashungryandlazy.I

searchedforsomenotessoIcangobuya

bunnychow,Iwasn'tabouttocook.Dadwill

havetoforgiveme.Ihadletmyhairloose. 

IneededtogorelaxitbecauseItwastoocurly.

MyhairislikethatofAmanda(LeloinSkeem

Saam)

I'dhavetoaskdadformoney,Ipreferredmy

hairstraight.AnywayIputonacardiganthen

gotoutandlockedthehouse. 

AtaxistoppedjustasIwasatthegateandI

wassurprisedtoseeThuligettingoff,Iwasn't

expectingherbutIwashappytoseeher. 

Me:Hey. 

Thuli:Don'theyme,givemeahug. 

Ichuckled,rollingmyeyesandgaveherahug.

Webrokeitafterawhile. 

ShewaswearingatornboyfriendJean,witha

pinkcroptopandNikeRosh. 



Me:Youlookamazing. 

Thuli:Inthese?Noways. 

Me:Imeanitthough. 

Thuli:Thankslove.Iseeyoushowingsome

meat. 

Ilaughedandpushedherawaylightly. 

Me:Letmebe. 

Thuli:Andthehairissaucy. 

Me:IfonlyyouknewhowmuchIhateditwhen

it'slikethis. 

Thuli:Butit'syummy. 

Me:Thanksbabe. 

Iblewherakiss.Wewerestillstandingatthe

gate. 

Thuli:Howlongarewegoingtostandhere? 

IhadevenforgottenthatIwasgoingtobuya

bunnychow. 



Me:Ohno,Iwasactuallygoingout. 

Thuli:Oh? 

Shefrowned. 

Me:Yes,butyoucancomewith. 

ShegrinnedandIchuckled. 

Thuli:Wherearewegoing? 

Me:I'mgoingtobuyabunnychow. 

Thuli:it'sbeenlongsinceIhadone 

Me:Let'sgothen. 

Thuli:Cool. 

Wewalkedtothechisanyamawhichwaslike20

minutesawayanditwouldhaveseemedlikea

longjourneyifIhadbeenwalkingalone.She

wastellingmeaboutXoliandhowshe'ssoin

lovewithhim.IhadtoldheraboutKamotoo

andshewasexcitedlikeIjustsaidwegetting

married.Wenoteventhinking. 

Thuli:I'msurehe'sagoodkisserNeh,Imean



thoseperfectpinklips. 

OhGod,Ihadforgottenthatshe'ssuchafanof

him. 

Me:Youforgotwhathappenedthelasttimeyou

talkedabouthim? 

ShelookedbehindusandaroundthenI

laughed. 

Thuli:Hewouldn'tpopupherenow,wouldhe? 

Me:Youcanneverknow. 

Wearrivedatthechisanyamaandtherewere

alreadyafewcars.It'sbecausethere'sacar

washtoohereandasalonsoit'salwaysbusy.

There'sevenalittleliquorstore. 

Thuli:Lookslikeitgetsdownhere. 

Me:Yougotnoidea. 

Ididn'tlikecominghere.IonlycamewhenI

wantedabunnychow,whenI'mseriously

cravingit.ThereasonIdon'tcomeHereis



becauseofhowthey'dlookatmelikealion

seeingafreshprey.

Weorderedthensatdownononeofthebench

chairswaitingforourorder. 

Thuli:Soyouran? 

Me:Huh? 

Thuli:Afterthekiss. 

Me:IregrettedlettingIthappen.Itwasgoodno

lie,ImeanIdidn'twantittoendatsomepoint

andwhenhepickedmeupwithmylegs

wrappedaroundhiswaist...Mm(Iclosedmy

eyeswhilesayingthe"mm"andshelaughed)It

shouldn'thavehappenedthough. 

Thuli:Whyyoupunishingyourselflikethis? 

Me:I'mnotfollowing. 

Thuli:It'sclearyouhavefeelingsfortheguyso

whyyoufightingwithyourheartdesires? 

Me:Youwouldn'tunderstand. 



Thuli:Makeme. 

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit. 

Thuli:You'lltellmewhenyouready. 

Inodded.OurorderwasreadysoIpaid.We

decidedtoeatourbunnychowsrightthere.

Someguyscametoourtable,therewerethree

ofthem. 

Guy1:Canwejoinyoutwo? 

Ilookedatthemandshookmyhead.Thuliwas

actuallydisgusted.Aftercursingus,theyleft

andwelaughed. 

Me:Perverts! 

Thuli:Assholes! 

Welaughedandhighfive.Afterfinishingour

drinksandeverything,weleft. 

ThulitookacapwhenIwasclosertohome.We

sharedahugandshegotin. 

Iwalkedtheremainingdistancealonehome.



Dadwasn'tthereyet. 

Ichangedmymindanddecidedtocook,justin

casehecomeshungry. 

Idisheduphisfoodandputitinthemicrowave.

IthenwenttowatchTV,browsingthroughthe

fourchannels.Thisisoneofthetimesonwhich

IwishwehadaDSTVconsole. 

Ihearddadopeningthedoorandhegotinside

buthewasn'talone.Hegotinwiththisfamiliar

lookingwoman.Idon'tknowwhereIhadseen

herbutIknewIhadseenhersomewhere. 

Dad:Hellobaby. 

Me:Heydaddy. 

Myfocuswasonthiswomanwhilemymind

wastryingtotriggermymemorysoIcan

rememberwhereIhadseenher.Shesmiledat

merevealingherperfectteeth.Shewasreally

sobeautiful. 

Dadclearedherthroatandmyattentionshifted



fromthewomantohim. 

Dad:I'dlikeyoutomeetsomeone. 

Me:Shelooksfamiliar. 

Dad:Iknow. 

Igotup. 

Dad:ThisisKitso.She'sUmm..She'smy

girlfriend. 

Me:Yourwhat? 

Myeyespoppedout.Ittookawhileforitto

register. 

Kitso:HelloBonga. 

No,no,thiscouldn'tbehappening. 

Me:No..No

Tearsfilledmyeyes. 

Dad:Yesbaby. 

Me:Youcan'tdothistoMom. 

Dad:Khensanilisten. 



Me:Nobaba

Iranoutofthehouse.Ididn'tcarehowlateit

was. 

Thiswasjusttoomuchtotakein.

.
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IranforaslongasIcanremember.Ididn't

knowwhereIwasgoingbutIjustcouldn'tstop.

IfIwasn'tasoccerplayer,Iprobablywouldnot

haveranforthislong. 

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIjustheard,Icouldn't

believethatmyownfatherwoulddomelike

this.Imeanonemomentit'sonlyhimandIand

thenext,hehasagirlfriend.Justlikethat.I

meanIonlyblinkedonceandboom,hehasa

girlfriend.ThemoreIthoughtaboutit,Themore



IranandthemoreIgotfarfromhome. 

ItwouldhavebeenbetterifIhadknownabout

herbefore,maybeIwouldhavetriedto

understand,manyIwouldhavetriedtoprocess

itbutno.Iaskedhimsomanytimeswhathe

washidingfrommebutinallthetimes,hesaid

nothing.Doesnothinghavetwoeyes,twoears

andamouth?Isnothingafemale?Could've

guessedso. 

Iwasbroughttorealitybysomeflashinglights.

Ididn'tevenrealizeIwasrunninginthetarroad.

Mymindfroze,Icouldn'tthinkofanythingtodo.

Inthosefewseconds,Isawmylifeflushingin

frontofmeandIclosedmyeyesbecausemy

legshaddecidedtogetnumbonmeandall

thatIcouldthinkofwas"Anythinggoes".

Itdoesn'tmakesenserightbutIsomehow,

didn'tcarewhathappenstome.Ifithitsme,a

partofmehopedtodierightonthespot. 

AsIwasfrozenrightonthespot,Thevehicle



brikedinsteadandthat'swhenIopenedmy

eyes. 

Voice:Khensani. 

Ohgod,Iimmediatelyknewwhothatwas.I

wasn'texpectinghim,allIwaswaitingforwas

feelingmysouldepartingfrommybodyand

sayinggoodbyetothisworld. 

Kamo:Whatthehellareyoudoingrunningon

theroad,atnightwhilewearingshorts?! 

Hewasshoutingatmeandasmuchasthat

wasmuchanticipated,Icouldn'thandleitand

justbrokedown.IhadbeencryingeversinceI

lefthomebutnow,Icouldn'tevenstopit.I

wailedloudlyandhegavemeawarmhugwhile

movingmefromtheroadandIjustcriedinhis

arms,onceagainfindingcomfortinhis

embrace.Hebrushedmybacksoftlywhile

humminga"sh".

Kamo:Youshivering. 



TherewasacoldbreezeblowingandIwasn't

evenwearingajersey. 

Iliftedmyheadfromhischestandlookedat

him,hegavemeasympatheticlook. 

Me:I'msorry. 

Igotfreefromhimandhuggedmyself,Iwas

feelingcold. 

Kamo:Let'sgotomycar. 

Me:Ishouldgohome. 

Kamo:That'srisky.Iwouldn'tbeabletolive

withmyselfknowingthatsomethinghappened

toyou. 

Me:Youdon'thavetoworryaboutme. 

Kamo:Stopbeingstubbornandlet'sgo. 

Hegavemehisjacket,whichheforcedmeto

wearandtookmyhandandwewalkedtothe

car.Iwasactuallynowverytiredfromallthe

runningthatIfeltmybodyheavyonme.He



wasn'talone.Heopenedthebackdoorforme

andIgotin.Icouldn'tevengreet,Iwas

somehowembarrassedbecauseIknewthey

hadseenallthattranspiredwithme. 

"Hi"

SaidthegirlnexttoMeandwhenIlookedather,

shewassmiling. 

Me:H...Hi

Shelaughedlightly. 

Her:Idon'tbite. 

Kamo:Tellherplease. 

Hewastheonedrivingandnexttohimwas

someguywhomIhadn'tseenyet,hisfaceI

mean,soI'munabletodescribehowhelooked

like. 

Thegirlwasyellowincomplexionandhadthick

browsanddarklipswithbigeyesanda

beautifulsmile.Shewasalsobeautifuland

lookedthick. 



Girl:I'mKagisano. 

Me:Nokubonga. 

Kagisano:Nicename. 

Me:Thanks. 

Kamo:I'velongbeenbegginghertobemy

girlfriend. 

That'swhentheguyturnedtolookatmeandit

wasThuto,hisfriend.Theonefromschool.He

gavemeasmile.Withsomuchattentiononme,

Ilookeddown. 

Kagi:Nah,she'stooprettyforyouandshe

looksinnocent.Iwouldn'twantyouruiningher

withyourdirtyways. 

Kamo:Youmysister,yousupposedtobeon

myside

Kagi:Notthistimelittlebrother. 

Thuto:Don'tworrymynigger,Igotyou. 

Iwasjustsilentwhiletheyweretalking.



Kagisanohadaverybubblypersonalitywhile

ThutoandKamowerearrogant,perverts.I

didn'tevenknowwherethecarwasgoing,I

didn'tevenask. 

Kagi:Areyoualwaysthisquiet? 

Me:Idon'ttalkmuch. 

Thuto:Ibegtodiffer. 

Kagi:Whoaskedyoutospeak? 

Kamo:She'snotasinnocentasshelooks. 

Hesaid,lookingatmethroughthemirrorandI

rolledmyeyes. 

Thuto:She'sFiesty. 

Kagi:Oh,justleavethepoorgirlalone. 

Kamo:Canyoubelievesheonceslappedme? 

Kagi:Youprobablydidsomething,rightBonga? 

Me:Yes,hedid.Heforcedhislipsonmine. 

ShelaughedtogetherwithThuto. 



Kagi:Musthavehurtlittlebrother?RejectionI

mean. 

Kamo:Itbruisedmyoversizedegoasshecalls

it. 

Thuto:Shetellshimamouthful. 

Kagi:Suitsyou.YouknowBonga,mylittle

brotherthinksnogirlcansaynotohim. 

Me:Well,thisonecan. 

Kamo:Thatwasbeforeyourepliedtomykiss. 

Icoveredmyfacewithmyhandsandthewhole

carcrackedupinlaughter. 

Kagi:Youmakinghershynow. 

Kamo:Shejustbringsoutthebestinme,ifonly

she'dgivemeachance. 

Me:Maybeinanotherlifetime. 

Kagi:Woah! 

Thuto:SorrymyGee,can'thelpyouinthisone. 



Kamo:HowwasmykissKhen? 

Theylookedatmeagain,Kamogeloviathe

mirrorandIblushed.Ididn'twantto,itjust

happened. 

Kagi:Iguessyougotouranswer. 

Kamo:Suchapityyouranoff. 

Theylaughedashedroveintosomegarage.

Therewasmusicpumping,justnottooloud. 

Me:Y'allhavingaparty? 

Kamo:Iwouldhaveinvitedyouifyouhadn't

dodgedmeyesterday. 

Kagi:YouguysseemmoredramaticthanUzalo

andSkeemSaamputtogether. 

SheandThutolaughedoncemoreaswegot

outofthecar. 

Kamo:Youshouldhavewaitedformetoget

yourdoor. 

Kagi:IseeyouTryn'ascoresomepointsLil



bra. 

Kamo:Ohshutup. 

Kagi:I'mstillyoursister. 

Kamo:Wetwins. 

Kagi:I'mstillafewminutesolder. 

Kamo:Yeah,whatever. 

ShedisappearedintothehouseandIwasleft

withthetwoguys. 

Thuto:Helpuscarrytheboozeinside. 

Me:Thisain'tmyparty,suityourselves. 

Thuto:YourgirlBruh. 

Kamo:Ifonlysheknewhowmuchsheturned

meonwithherfeistyness.

Irolledmyeyesandtheychuckled.From

outside,youwouldn'tthinkit'sapartybutjust

loudmusicbutinside,itwaspacked. 

Me:Somanypeople. 



Thuto:It'saparty. 

HerolledhiseyesthesametimeIdidand

KamogelochuckledbutstoppedwhenIlooked

athim,puttingonaseriousface. 

"Theboozeishere,Yay!"

ItwassomegirlwhowasalreadydrunkandI

wonderedwhereshe'dfitmoreboozeinthere. 

Thuto:Ithinkyou'vehadenough. 

Girl:Butbaby,I-

Hetookherandtheydisappearedtowhatever. 

Wewereinthekitchenandpeoplekeptcoming

foralcohol.KamowasnowdrinkingtooandallI

wasthinkingwasifIwasevergonnagohome. 

Kamo:Youseembored. 

HewasdrinkingHeineken.HowIlovethatbeer

though!Ijustdon'tlikedrinking.Ionlydrink

whenIfeellikeitandIwasn'tfeelinglikeshitat

thatmoment. 



Me:Ijustwannagohome. 

Kamo:Notbeforeyoutellmewhatisbothering

you. 

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit. 

Kamo:Iguessyougonnabehereforalong

time. 

"K-moreImissyousoomuch"

Weturnedtolookatitwassomegirl,wearing

rippedbumshortsandacroptop,shehada

bellyring. 

Kamo:I'mhavingaconversationwithmy

girlfriend. 

Girl:Oh,nowyoudon'twantme?Didyouthink

ofyourgirlfriendwhenyouhadyourtongue

buriedinmymouth? 

Heslappedher.Okay,Ididn'tthinkKamogelo

couldgetthatangryandhelookedmorethan

pissedtosaytheleast.Ithinkthebitchgot

soberimmediatelyandranout. 



Me:Youneedtocontrolyourtemper. 

Kamo:Idon'thaveatemper. 

Me:Really? 

Kamo:Ijustdon'tlikeentertainingbullshit. 

Me:Oh? 

Kamo:Yeahandthatwasbullshit. 

Me:Shouldhavethoughtofthatbeforeyou

tonguekissedher. 

Kamo:Youjealous? 

Me:Youwish. 

Kamo:Youdon'thavetoworrybabe.Igoteyes

onlyforyou. 

Itookacanfromthecooler. 

Kamo:Whatareyoudoing? 

Me:Joiningtheparty. 

Irolledmyeyes.Besides,hedidn'twanttotake

mehomeandthealcoholwasgonnahelpnumb



myproblems.Ididn'twanttogetdrunkthough,

justalittletipsy. 

Kamo:Come. 

Hetookmebythehand. 

Me:Wherearewegoing? 

Kamo:Somewhereabitmoreprivate. 

Me:Whatdowannadotome? 

Kamo:Weonlygonnatalk. 

Me:Yousaythatnow. 

Kamo:I'mnotgonnahavesexwithyou

Khensani. 

Inoddedandwewentoutsidetosome

backroom.Itwastworoomed.Hetookkeys

fromhispocketandopenedthedoor.Hemade

spacesoIcanenterandhecameinafterme,

closingthedoorandlockingagain. 

Me:Whyyoulocking? 

Kamo:Idon'twantanyinterruption. 



Me:Isee. 

Icontinueddrinkingmycanandheletmebe. 

Kamo:Ididn'tthinkyoudrink. 

Me:OnlywhenIfeellikeitandthat'shardly 

Kamo:Goodtoknowyounotadrunkard. 

Me:Haha,noways. 

Isatdownonthecouch.Hesatoppositemeon

atwoarmedchair.Hewasonhisthirdcanbut

stillstanding. 

Kamo:Nowtalk. 

Me:Whatdoyouwantmetosay? 

Kamo:Whywereyourunningontheroad

naked? 

Me:I'mnotnaked. 

Kamo:Okay,whywereyourunning? 

Me:Tocutthelongstoryshort,myfathercame

homewithsomewomansayingshe'shis



girlfriend. 

Idon'twhybutIfounditeasytoopenuptohim.

Ihadneverfeltthiswayaroundhimbefore. 

Kamo:Andthere'ssomethingwrongwiththat? 

Me:What? 

Kamo:Surelyyouwouldn'trunawaybecause

yourfatherfoundhimselfsomepussy. 

Me:WhatthehellKamogelo?That'smyfather

youtalkingabout! 

Kamo:I'msorry.AllI'msayingisthere'smoreto

thisthanwhatyoulettingon. 

Me:Ohyeah. 

Kamo:Where'syourmother?

That'sonetopicIdidn'tthinkI'deverhavetogo

backto.Mymother.It'snoteasygrowingup

withoutamother,yesmyfatherwasalways

therebutit'snotthesame.Ineededtohave

thatwarm,lovingcarethatonlyamothercan



give.Maybeifshewasthere,I'dstillbeavirgin

andmaybemyfatherandIwouldn'thavehadto

movesomanytimes. 

Ifelthisfingersonmyfaceandthat'swhenI

realizedIhadzonedoutandwascrying,when

hewipedmytears. 

Kamo:Talktomebaby,Iwannabetherefor

you. 

Isigheddeeply.Ihadtotalktosomeone.He

wastheperfectpersonbecauseIfeltfree

aroundhim. 

Me:Iwasonlythreeyears. 

Iswalloweddeeplyandtookadeepbreathin.

ThiswasgoingtobeharderthanIthought. 

Kamo:Talktome. 

Hemademelieonhischest.Hewasnow

sittingwithmeonthecouch. 

Me:Wewereonceahappyandcompletefamily.

Idon'thavemanymemoriesofherbutmostly



whatdaddytoldme.Iwokeuponemorningand

shewasn'tthere.Dadtoldmeshehadtosort

outsomethingswithherfamily.Iwaitedand

waitedtillnow.Iknowshe'ssomewhereout

there,Hepromisedthathe'llwaitforher.He

saidhe'llneverreplaceher. 

Ibrokedown.Imissedmymom.Yes,I'dwake

upsomedaysresentingherforleavingmebut

sometimesI'dwishshe'djustcomebackfor

me. 

Kamo:Iunderstandnow.Itmusthurt. 

Me:Morethanyoucanimagine. 

HeheldmetightlyandIdidn'tcrybutjust

listenedtothebeatingofhisheart. 

Kamo:Whatmetotakeyouhome? 

Me:Notyet. 

Weremainedinthatposition,probablytillIfell

asleep.Iwokeup,aloneandinbed.Igotabit

nervoustillIrememberedwhereIwas.Iwasn't



feelinganypaindowntheresonothing

happened. 

Idecidedtotakeabathwhilewaitingfor

Kamogelo.Hehadlockedmeinthehouse.I

tookoffhisjacketalongwithmyclothes.Dad

mustbeworried.Ihadneversleptoutwithout

tellinghim.Iwrappedatowelaroundmybody

whenIwasdoneandlookedforlotion. 

Kamo:Youawake. 

Me:Yep. 

Thetowelwasshort,revealingmythighs.I

lookedathimandhewaslookingatmy

exposedthighs. 

Me:Ineedlotion. 

Kamo:Huh?

Hiseyeswerefixedonmythighs.Isnappedmy

fingerssoIcouldgethimbacktoreality. 

Kamo:What? 



Me:Thelotion. 

Kamo:Umm..It's..In...The...Ummm 

Me:What? 

Heclosedhiseyes. 

Kamo:Inthecloset. 

Iwenttotakeitandtookofthetowel,

completelyforgettinghisintheroom. 

Kamo:FuckKhensani. 

Ijumped,grabbingthetowelspontaneously. 

HewentoutandIfeltbad.Ilotionedveryfast

thenworemyoldclothes. 

Ifoundhimoutside,smoking. 

Me:I'mdone. 

Henodded,notlookingatme.Hefixedme

somebreakfastandIate.WeleftafterIateand

Iwaswearinghisjacketagain.Idirectedhimto

myhouse. 



Heparkedafewhousesafter. 

Kamo:Hearhimoutfirst.I'msurethereisalot

youneedtoknow. 

Me:Fine,Iwill. 

Kamo:Good. 

HekissedmeonthecheekandIgotout,

wavinggoodbyeathim. 

ImmediatelywhenIarrived,myfatherattacked

mewithahugandIembracedhimback. 
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IcouldhearhimsniffingandsomehowIfelta

littleguiltyformakinghimworrylikethatbutI

justcouldn'tdealwithallhehadtoldme,itwas

toomuchformetohandle. 

Dad:Don'teverscaremelikethat. 



Me:I'msorry.Iwon'tdaddy. 

Dad:Good. 

Hehelpwipemytears,whichhadfallen

immediatelywhenheembracedthenwewent

tositdown. 

Dad:Ishouldn'thaveoverwhelmedyoulike

that. 

Me:Youright. 

Hechuckled.Ijustsmiled,lookingathim.Iwas

actuallywaitingforhimtosaysomething

becauseheowedmealot. 

Heclearedhisthroatafterandbecame

serious. 

Dad:I'msorryyouhadtofindoutthatway. 

Me:Howlong? 

Dad:Huh? 

Me:HowlonghaveIbeeninthedark? 

Heclearedhisthroat.Ifoldedmyarmsandjust



lookedathim.Ineededdadtobehonestwith

menow.Ibelievehehaskeptstufffrommefor

toolong. 

Dad:Lookbaby,thatdoesn'tmatter. 

Me:Itmatterstome. 

Dad:Afewweeks. 

Iclappedmyhandsonce.Ishouldhaveknown,

Ishouldhaveknownthatthesuddenchangein

hisbehavior,himsuddenlygoingtochurch,his

frequentdisappearances, Thesignswerejust

there. 

Dad:Look,I'msorry.YouprobablyfeelthatI

betrayedyourmotherbutnoteverythingisasit

seems. 

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 

Dad:Ilovedyourmother,Ididwithallmyheart

butsheleftus. 

Me:Shedidn't. 



Dad:I'mgoingtobefrankandhonestwithyou.

Yourmotherdidn'tthinktwicebeforeleaving

me,leavingyou.Shecouldhavestayed,we

wouldhavehustledtogetherbutshetookthe

easywayout. 

Me:Idon'tunderstanddad. 

Tearsimmediatelyfell.Icouldn'tcomprehend

whathemeant.Allofthiswastooconfusing.

Mymothercouldn'thaveleftme.Shegavebirth

tome,shecarriedmeforninemonths.She

wouldn'tright?Wouldshe?Imeandadtoldme

shehadtosortsomethingoutwithherfamily.

HerfamilywhichIdidn'tknow. 

Dad:Itoldherwecoulddoit,wecantakecare

ofyoubutshestillleft.IwassinglebecauseI

believedallwomenwerecrap,theymakeyou

falldeepinlovethenleaveyou.Shemademe

believewehadafuturetogetherbutallthatwas

invain,itwasjustemptywordswhichwe

powerfulenoughtoblindme. 



Me:Sheleftme? 

Ilookedathimwithmysparklingeyes.Myown

motherdidn'twantme.AmIthatbad?She

couldn'tstayformysake.DidshealsothinkI'm

ugly?WasItoodisgustingforher?Shedidn't

wantme. 

Allthosequestionswerebusyplayinginmy

mind.Mytearsfell.Theymorelikerainedonme.

Ifeltmyheartbreakintoamillionpieces.IfI

wasn'talive,ifshehadn'thadme,she'dstillbe

withmydad.Sheleftbecauseofme.Imademy

ownmotherleave. 

Dad:Baby,I-

Me:Shehatedmethatmuch? 

Dad:Shedidn'thateyou,pleasestopcrying 

Me:Ifshedidn'thaveme,ifIwasn'tborn,she'd

stillbehereright. 

Isaid,lookingathimandhelookedaway.I

madeherleave,Ichasedheraway.Ideprived



mydadofhistruelove.IgotupfromthechairI

hadbeensittingon. 

Dad:Nonopleaselistentome. 

Me:Nodad,Imadeherleave. 

Dad:Youdidnosuchthing! 

HescoldedandIfellbackonthechair.Iblamed

myselfforeverything.WhydidIhavetolive?

Whycouldn'tthatcarhitme?Thisworldjust

wasn'tforme.AllthepainthatIhave

experiencedisjusttoomuch. 

Ididn'tdeservetolive.Ishouldnothavebeen

alive.IregrettedthedayIwasborn.Iregretted

evercomingtothislife.IwishedIhadbeena

stillborn.Allthiswastoomuchforme. 

Me:Sheleftme.

HecameandhuggedmetightlywhileIcried,I

crieduntilIhadhiccupsandaheadache.My

headwassoheavy,Ievenfellasleepfromall

thecrying. 



ThemostweirdthinghappenedwhilstIwas

sleeping.Isawalightshiningthroughthe

bedroombutIcouldn'twakeup.Itseemedasif

Iwasdreamingbutitwasagain,tooreal. 

IsawsomeonedressedinwhitebutIcouldn't

seetheirface.Thewholeroomwasfilledwith

toomuchglory.Ifeltlight,positive,overjoyed

andpeaceful.Thepersonsmiled,Icouldn't

concludewhetheritwasamaleorfemale.Was

Ihavingadivinevisitationofsomesort?The

glorywastoomuchtocomprehendthatI

immediatelyfellonmyknees. 

Ionlyknewthegenderwhenhespokewithan

angelicvoice.ThismustbeanAngelbuthe

didn'thavewings.Angelhavewingsright? 

"Canamotherforgethersuckingchild,thatshe

shouldnothavecompassiononthesonofher

womb?Yea,theymayforget,yetwillInotforget

thee.Isiah49:15beloved"

IwokeupandIwassleepingonthefloor.Idon't



knowhowthathappenedbutthedreamwas

stillveryfreshinmymind. 

Me:Itlookedreal. 

ThenIrememberedsomething,acertainverse. 

Me:Isaiah49:15

IreallyneededtogotochurchsoonerthanI

hadanticipated.Theweirdthingis,Iwokeup

feelingalotbetter.Iwasactuallyhappy,ifit

makessenseandIwasatpeace.Ifeltlighter,

likealltheburdenthatIhadbeencarryingwas

liftedoffmyshoulders. 

Dadwasn'taround.Iwenttobrushmyteeth

beforegoingtothekitchentomakemyself

somethingtoeat. 

Imadeinstantporridgewithmilkandate. 

DadcamewhileIwasstillcookingandhewas

surprisedtoseemestandingthere. 

Me:What? 



Dad:I'msorryit'sjust..Youlookdifferent. 

Igavehimalook.Hewasbeingdifferent.How

canIlookdifferent? 

Me:What? 

IlookeddownonmyselfandIdidn'tsee

anythingdifferent.Helaughedalittle. 

Dad:No,Imean,youglowing. 

Me:Dad,areyoualright? 

Dad:Yes,why? 

Me:Youbeingveryweirdrightnow. 

Dad:IfyoucouldseewhatIwasseeing,you'd

understandwhy. 

Withthatsaid,hedisappearedintothe

bedroom. 

IdishedupforthebothofuswhenIwasdone.

Wewerenowsittinginourlittledinnertable. 

Me:Wheredidyoudisappearto? 



Dad:Iwenttochurch. 

Hegrinned.Istillhadacertainfearofchurch,

yesIwantedtogobecausesomehowIfeltit

wasgoingtoexplainallthesethingsthatIhad

beenseeingbutIjustwasn'treadyyet. 

Me:Howwasit? 

HechokedonhisfoodandIlaughedathim.His

eyeshadpoppedout,Ihadneverbeen

interestedinanyconversationthathadtodo

withGodorchurch,untilnow. 

Dad:Youreallywannaknow? 

Me:Iwouldn'thaveaskedifIdidn't 

Dad:It'sjustthat...Youneverwannaknowand

you'veneveraskedme.Infact,youalways

dismissanyreligioustopic. 

Me:Areyougonnatellmeorwhat? 

Dad:Itwasveryblessing.Godwaspresentin

suchawaythatIhadneverexperiencedand-



Me:Okay,IthinkI'veheardenough. 

HechuckledandItookmyplateandwentto

putitontopofthetable.Ipouredmyselfa

glassofwaterthenwenttowatchTV. 

Dad:Doyoustillwantaphone? 

Me:Idon'tknowreally. 

Dad:Itwouldmakecommunicationeasier.I

meanyou'dbeabletocallmeifI'mnothome

andI'dknowyourwhereaboutswheneveryou

disappearwithouttelling.Alsothosepeople

who'vebeenaskingforyournumberswouldbe

abletoreachyou.AboKamogelo. 

HesaidthelastpartalmostaswhisperandI

laughed. 

Me:It'slikeyoupitchinganideaforan

advertisingagency,youTryn'asellme

something? 

HecrackedupinlaughterandIjoinedhim. 

Dad:No. 



Me:Well,Iagreewithyou. 

Dad:Wecangobuyittomorrowafterschool. 

Me:Doesthatmeanyoupickingmeup? 

Henodded. 

Me:Yes! 

Iscreamedandhejustlaughed,shakinghis

head. 

Thefollowingday,Iwokeupandtookabath

withthewaterdadhadpreparedforme.Idried,

lotionedandworemyuniform.Itiedmyhair

intoabun,itwasstillcurlyandannoyingmenje.

Itookmybagandwenttothekitchen.Atleast

thiswasthelastweekofschoolthentwo

weeksrecess. 

Dad:WhatreallyhappenedafterIleft? 

Me:Iwassleeping. 

Ididn'twanttotellhimaboutthedream,whatif

hethinksI'mcrazy?ImeanhecouldthinkI'm



justseeingthingsnje.Itwasstillfreshonmy

mindbutIsomehowwantedtokeepitallto

myself. 

HenoddedbutIcouldseehewasn'tconvinced. 

Afterbreakfast,hedrovemetoschool. 

Dad:Don'tforgetabouttoday. 

Me:I'mfinallygettingaphone! 

Ijumpedabitinexcitement.Hegavememy

lunchmoney.Ikissedhimonthecheek. 

Dad:Begoodfordaddy. 

Me:Asalways. 

Iwinkedathimthengotout,meetingThuliat

thegateandwesharedahug. 

Thuli:Woah!

Me:What? 

Thuli:Youlook..Different..Inagoodway

though. 



Me:Notyoutoo.

Isighedandrolledmyeyes. 

Thuli:Whatdoyoumean? 

Me:Dadsaidthesamething. 

Wewalkedtoourclass. 

Thuli:Idon'tevenwannaaskhowyoudoing.

Youglowingtoomuchtoday.

Me:Isthatacompliment? 

SherolledhereyesandIgiggled.Weputour

bagsdownthenwenttoassembly. 

Weweredismissedbacktoourclassafter

assembly. 

IwassurprisedtoseeThulistillsittingnextto

mejustafterthebellrangforbreak. 

Me:Ain'tyougoingtoXoli? 

Thuli:Iwannaspendtimewithyou,it'sbeen

suchalongtime. 



Me:Well,Iwon'tsaynotothat 

Wethenwentoutofclass.Thutopassedus

andwavedatme,Ireturnedit. 

Thuli:Andthen? 

Me:He'sKamo'sfriend. 

Thuli:IknowbutIdidn'tknowyouguysknow

eachother. 

Me:Well,wedo. 

Ismiledandshescreamed.Icoveredhermouth

withmyhandwhilelookingaround. 

Me:Shh. 

Thuli:Doesthismean...Youknow? 

Me:Wenotdating. 

Thuli:Oh 

Shefrowned.Ijustgiggled.Webothourfood

andwenttositatourbench. 

Thuli:Don'tlook. 



Me:Huh? 

Iwasconfusedandcurious,whenIturned,he

wasalreadybehindus. 

Kamo:Hi. 

Me:Hey. 

Kamo:Canwetalk? 

IlookedatThuli. 

Thuli:I'llgotoXoli,he'sprobablylookingforme

now. 

Shesmiledandleft.Hesatwhereshehadbeen

sitting. 

Kamo:Youlookgood. 

Me:Ido? 

Kamo:Isitjustmeoryoulookdifferent?Like

youmorebeautifulandyouglowing? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Different,I'vebeentold.Ithinkyouallare



justbeingparanoid.

Kamo:Can'tbe. 

Me:Let'sagreetodisagree. 

HetooktheappleIhadbeeneating. 

Kamo:Imissedyou. 

Me:Yousawmeyesterday. 

Kamo:Iknowandit'sgoodtoseeyoulooking

better. 

Me:Ifeelbettertoo. 

Kamo:Hopefullythischangemightbegoodfor

metoo. 

Me:Maybe. 

Kamo:Iloveyourhair. 

Me:Ihateit. 

Kamo:Iwannakissyou. 

Me:Youdo? 

Kamo:Yes 



Hegotclosertomethencuppedmyfacewith

hishands. 

Kamo:Allowme. 

Iclosedmyeyesandhislipsgotclosertomine.

Iopenedthemalittlebitandhekissedme

softly,slowlyandpassionately.Iheardsounds

ofacameraandbrokeit.ItwasThutoandhe

laughed. 

Icoveredmyfacewithmyhands. 

Kamo:Youbetterprayit'sbeautifulorelse? 

Thuto:Whatdoyoutakemeforman? 

Heshowedhimthepicture.Iwasjustlooking

downandfiddlingwithmyfingers. 

Kamo:Wannasee? 

Inodded.Ilookedatthepictureanditwas

beautiful.Icouldn'tbelieveitwasme.WasI

thatbeautiful?Maybeit'sjusttheresolutionof

thecamera. 



HeleftwithhiscameraandKamotookmyhand

intohis.

Iyankeditoffandclickedmytongue. 

Kamo:What'swrong? 

Me:Yousetmeup. 

Ifoldedmyarmsandfrowned.

Kamo:YoumadbecauseItookapictureofus

kissingandnotbecausewekissed? 

Me:WellI..No

Hekissedmeonthecheek. 

Kamo:Whenareyougettingaphone? 

Me:Today. 

Igrinnedathimandhechuckledbeforebeing

seriousagain,likehealwaysis. 

Kamo:Finally.IhopeI'llbethefirsttogetyour

number.

Me:Idoubtyou'llevengetit. 



Kamo:I'myourboyfriend,Ishould. 

Me:Younotmyboyfriend.. 

Kamo:Whynot? 

Me:Idon'twantyou. 

Kamo:Really? 

Me:Yeah. 

Kamo:Thenwhydidyoukissme? 

Me:I..I'm

Kamo:Right. 

Hegotupandleft.Justlikethat.WhydidIhave

toruinthingslikethis?Kamowastrying,he

reallywasbutIjustdon'tknow.Iwasn'tready

togobackthere.WhywasIpunishinghimfor

somethinghedidn'tknow? 

Itwashard,itwasgoingtobehardopeningup

tohimbutI'lljusthaveto.Ican'tlosehim,I

reallycan't.Isighedandgotup,walkingbackto

class. 



Thebellhadjustrang. 

.

.
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Dadcametofetchmeaslikehehadpromised

afterschool.Mymindwasjustfaraway,Iwas

thinkingaboutthisKamogelothing.Yes,apart

ofMewantedtogiveusachancebutabigpart

ofmewastooscared.Iknowit'snotright

comparinghimwiththeotherguysIhadbeen

withbutIjustcouldn'thelpit.

DadpokedmeandIgotstartledabit. 

Dad:Whereareyou? 

Me:Rightnexttoyou.

Dad:Butyourmindisn't. 



Me:Ijusthavealotofstuffonmymind. 

Dad:DoesithavetodowithKamogelo? 

Me:Whywouldyouthinkit'shim? 

Dad:Iknowthesethings. 

Me:IsitthesamewithKitso? 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:Maybe,ifyoulovehimlikeIloveKitso. 

Me:I'mscared. 

Dad:Tellhimyourfearsbeforeyoulosehim

forever. 

Me:YourightIguess. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders. 

Dad:OfcourseI'mright 

Me:Yeah,whatever. 

Irolledmyeyesandhechuckled. 

Me:So,canIseeheragain? 



Dad:Who? 

Me:Kitso.I'msorryIranofflasttime,itwasall

toooverwhelmingformeandshedidn'tdeserve

suchtreatment. 

Dad:Sheunderstands.I'msureshe'llloveto

seeyouagain. 

Me:Ididn'tthinkyou'dgoforaTswanawoman

though. 

Dad:YourboyfriendisTswanatoo. 

Me:Reallydad? 

Irolledmyeyesandhechuckled.Heparkedat

themall.Ileftmybaginthecarwhenwegot

out. 

Me:Sowhichphoneareyoubuying? 

Dad:We'llsee.You'llprobablywantonewith

yourfacebooksandstuff. 

Me:Idon'thavefacebookdad. 

Dad:Youdon'tfornowbutallkidsyourage



haveit. 

WewentinsideanMTNstore.Afterallchecking

outandmuchanticipation,heboughtmea

SamsungJ1.Hepaidandwhenweleft,Icould

notstoplookingatit.Ijustcouldn'tbelieveI

finallyhadaphone.Iwasexcitedtosaythe

least. 

Dad:Welcometothetwentyfirstcentury. 

Me:Hey! 

Ipushedhimlightlyandhelaughed.Wealso

gotsometakeawaychickenandchipswith

whitebreadandweleft.Iwasjustexploringmy

phoneshameandheletmebe. 

Whenwegothome,Ichangedoutofmy

uniformthenwenttodishupforus. 

Dad:Umm..PleasedishupforKitsotoo. 

Me:She'scomingnow? 

Dad:Yesbaby. 



Inoddedandaddedanextraplate.Therewasa

knockonthedoorandIassumeditsKitso.I

wenttoopenupforherandshesmiledatme. 

Me:MoloMah,youcancomeit. 

Kitso:HeyBonga. 

Imadespaceforherandshegotinthenclosed

thedooragain.Ourdoorisalwaysclosedyazi. 

IgaveheraplateanddadwhosaidGraceafter

Isatdowntoo. 

Shelookedlikeaveryhumbleandfriendlylady. 

Me:I'msorry.Youlookfamiliar. 

Kitso:Really? 

Me:Yeah,it'slikeI'veseenyousomewhere

before. 

Kitso:Maybeyouhave. 

Shelookedatdadwhojustlookedaway.Okay,

thatwasweird.

Anyway,atleasttherewasnoawkwardnessin



theair.ShewasreallyanicewomanandIcould

seeshebroughtoutthebestindad.Itookall

ourdishestothekitchenandwashedthem. 

Iwentbacktothecoupleandbecamethethird

wheel.Ididn'tcarethough,Iwasjustfascinated

bythebeautyofthiswoman. 

Me:Umm..SisiKitso. 

Shelookedatme,shehadabeautifulsmile

shame. 

Me:I'msorryaboutthewayIactedwhendad

introducedyou. 

Kitso:It'sokay,Iunderstandthatallofitwas

toooverwhelmingforyou. 

Me:Anyway,I'mgoingtosleep. 

Dad:Youmeanyougoingtobeonyourphone

thensleepwhenyou'veexhaustedthepoor

battery? 

Kitso:LeavethepoorkidaloneAndile,it'sher

firstphone. 



That'sdadsname. 

Me:ThankyouSisi. 

Itookoutmytonguetodadbeforeleavingthem

alone.Iclosedthedoorjustincase.Ididn't

wanttoheartheirconversationafterall 

Idecidedtodownloadwhatsapp,facebookand

instagram.Thulihadbeenallupinmyearabout

them.Ididn'tknowwhotoaddorfollowsoI

didn'tcreateaccountsyet,justonlythatof

Whatsapp.Afterthat,Ichargedmyphoneand

slept.GoodthingIdidn'thaveanyhomework. 

Thefollowingmorning,Iwaswokenbymy

alarm.Yep,Ihadsetitupwithmyphone,onmy

phone. 

Iwokeupanddadhadalreadybeatmeuptoit. 

Dad:Morning. 

Me:Hidad. 

HegavememybathingwaterandIwentto

bath.Afterbathing,Idriedandlotioned. 



Iworemytunic,stockingsandschoolshoes

withlongwhitesocks.Iletmyhairloose.Ihad

togetusedtoitbeingthisway.Idecidedto

takeafewselfies,whichturnedoutbeautiful,

morethanIhadanticipatedbecauseIhardly

evertookpicturesbecauseIdidn'tthinkI'm

photogenic. 

Ileftmyphoneinthecharger,tookmybagand

wenttothekitchen. 

Dad:Wow

Me:What? 

Dad:Youlookbeautifulevenmoretoday. 

Me:Ain'tyousupposetotellthattoKitso? 

Dad:Youstillthenumberoneladyinmylifeso

you'llcomefirst. 

Me:Thanksdad. 

Ikissedhimonthecheek.Hegavememybowl

ofporridgeandIate. 



Weleftafterthen. 

Dad:ThanksforlettingKitsoin. 

Me:ShebringsoutthebestinyoudadandI

alsowannaseeyouhappy. 

Dad:itmeansawholelottome. 

Me:Ionlywantwhat'sbestforyou. 

Dad:AmInotsupposetobetheonesayingthat

toyou? 

Me:Haha,nope. 

Ikissedhimonthecheek.Hegavememy

money. 

Dad:BegoodfordaddyandtalktoKamo. 

Me:Yesdad. 

Irolledmyeyesandhelaughed.Imetupwith

Thuliatthegate.Wesharedahug. 

Thuli:Mm,I'mmadatyou. 

Me:WhatdidIdo? 



Iwasconfused.Itriedthinkingofsomething

butIcouldn'trememberdoingheranybad. 

Thuli:Well,youandK-more. 

Me:Whatareyouonabout? 

Thuli:Hemadeyouhiswce.

Me:Hiswhat? 

Thuli:Womancrusheveryday. 

Me:Huh?

Iwasmoreconfused.Iwaslostinthe

wildernessnje.Ihadnoideaofallthatshewas

saying.Shetookmebythehandandwewalked

farawayfrompeople. 

Wewereintheschoolyardthough,justbehind

theclasses. 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

Shetookoutherphonefromherbagand

scrolledthroughitandflashedthescreenon

myface.ItookthephonefromhersoIcould



viewproperly. 

Me:Isthisme? 

Thuli:Duuh! 

ShesaidrollinghereyesandIwasjustinawe.

Itwasapictureofme,sleepingandfromthe

outfitIcouldseehetookitSaturday.Itwas

beautifulbutwhywouldhetakeapictureofme

sleeping?That'screepy. 

Me:Wow. 

Thuli:Youreallygothimfallingdeep. 

Me:Hetookapictureofmesleeping. 

Thuli:Howdidhegetitthough,Imean,Iknow

youdon'thaveaphoneso

Ipressedmylipstogetherandlookedaround. 

Thuli:Bonga?! 

Me:What? 

Thuli:Didyouguys...Youknow? 



Me:Eeuwno. 

Thuli:ThenenlightenmepleasecauseI'm

prettylost. 

Me:Okayfine.Ithappenedafewhoursafter

youleft. 

Thuli:What? 

Me:Ispentthenightathisplacebutit'snot

whatyouthink. 

Shegrinnedboldlylookingatme.Thebellrang,

savingherfromgrillingmewithquestionsand

wewenttoputourbagsdown.Wewentto

assemblyafter. 

Weweredismissedbacktoourclassesafter. 

Thuli:I'mnotdonewithyouyet. 

Me:Haha,whateverbabe. 

Wegotinourclassandtheteachercameafter.

Atbreaktime,IneededtogotalktoKamo,I

couldn'tdelayitanylonger. 



Thuli:Whatareweeatingtoday? 

Me:Umm,Ican'tstaywithyou. 

Thuli:Oh? 

Me:IneedtogotalktoKamo. 

ShesmiledatmeandIchuckled,shakingmy

head. 

Me:Don'tgetanyideas. 

Thuli:Andtellmeimmediatelyhowitwent. 

Me:Coolbabe. 

WehuggedshortlythenIwenttolookforthe

President.Hewasoutsidehisclass,flirtingwith

somegirls,therewerelikethreeofthemand

theywerebusyrunningtheirhandonhisupper

body.Onewasplayingwithhistie,andtheother

hishair.Ithoughtofturningbackatthatpoint

butIhadtogetthisoveranddonewith. 

Iwalkedtowheretheywereandclearedmy

throat.Thegirlsscannedfromuptodown,they



werewearingskimpyoutfits. 

Kamo:Disappear. 

Hesaidtothegirls,fixinghistie.Ididn'tevenlet

whatIsawaffectmeinanyway,Ijustwantedto

getallofthisoutofmychest. 

Theyobligedbecausehegavethemveryscary

looks,he'sgotoneintimidatinglookshame. 

ItwasnowjusthimandI. 

Me:Whyyousorude? 

Kamo:Iwasn'trude. 

Me:Tothinkyouwereenjoyingallthatattention

beforeIcame. 

Kamo:Youjealous? 

Me:Notatall. 

Kamo:I'mwonderinghowlongyougonnabein

denial. 

Iclearedmythroat.Iwassuddenlyscared.I

don'twhythough. 



Me:Canwetalk? 

Kamo:Ain'tthatwhatwedoing? 

Me:Imean,somewhereabitmoreprivate. 

Ilookedaround.Awholelotofpeoplewere

payingattentiontousandIcouldseetheywere

talkingaboutus. 

Kamo:Come. 

HetookouthishandformeandIhelditthenhe

ledtheway. 

Wewenttothegrade8classesandtherewas

onewhichwasn'toccupied.Heclosedthedoor

beforesittingdownwhileIwatchedhim.Iwas

standingoppositehim,andwewerefacing

eachother.Hewasleaningbackonthechair

andlookingatmeintensely. 

Kamo:So? 

Me:Umm..I.. 

God,hewasmakingmesointimidated.Ihad



neverthoughtI'dbethisscaredinhispresence.

Itookadeepbreathin,Ihadtodothis. 

Me:Idon'tknowwheretostart. 

Kamo:Justrelax. 

Itookadeepbreathagain.Hewasstilllooking

atme 

Me:Younotmakingiteasy. 

Kamo:Thisisstillme.Therude,arrogantand

annoyingguy. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Bottomlineis,I'mscared.I'vejust...I've

beenthroughalot.Noneofmymyrelationships

haveeverworkedand.. 

Itookadeepbreathinandlookedup,tryingto

preventthetearsfromfalling. 

Me:Thingis,theyallwantedtosleepwithme.

They'devenadmitthattheyneverlovedmeand

wereonlyinterestedinmybody. 



Ilookeddownandfiddledwithmyfingers.At

leastIdidn'tcry. 

Hetookmeandsatmeontopofhim.Icouldn't

evenfacehim. 

HeliftedmychinwithhisindexfingerandI

lookedathim. 

Kamo:Iwouldn'tbechasingyouallthese

weeksforpussy,trustme,I'dsnapmyfingers

andhaveabitchbendoverforme. 

Myeyespoppedoutandhewasasseriousas

canbe. 

Kamo:IloveyouKhensani.Ilovedyoufromthe

firsttimeIsetmyeyesonyouandIknewIhad

tomakeyoumine.Icontemplatedwith

approachingyouandwhenthebashcame,I

knewIhadtomakeithappen. 

Me:Somuchfornofoulplay. 

Kamo:IhadtodowhatIneededtogetyou. 

Me:I'mgladyounevergaveuponme. 



Kamo:Myheartwouldn'thavesurvived. 

Me:Kissme. 

Kamo:What? 

Me:YouheardmeKamogelo. 

Irolledmyeyesandhechuckled. 

Kamo:Doesthismean?..

Inoddedandhekissedme.Itwasourfirstkiss

asboyfriendandgirlfriendanditwasamazing. 
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Thuli:Sohowdiditgo? 

Shesaid,immediatelywhenIenteredandsat

nexttoher.Thebellhadrangalready,signalling

thatbreakisover.Shedidn'tevengivemea

minutebeforebombardingmewithaquestion. 



Ismiledwhilelookingatherandshescreamed,

earningusstaresfromtheentireclass. 

Me:Shhh. 

Iwhisperedtoherandshekeptquietbefore

usingherhandasafanforsomefreshair.

She'stoomuchofadramaqueenItellyou. 

Thuli:So? 

Me:Well...

Iblushedandlookeddown|. 

Thuli:Khulumaphela. 

ShehalfshoutedandIgaveheradeathstare.

Shewascausingsomuchattentiononus. 

Me:Wedating. 

Iwhisperedandhereyespoppedout.Ilaughed

atherfacialexpressionandwhenitsankin,she

screamedandIfoldedmyarmsonthetable

andputmyheaddown.Theteachercameand

shekeptquietimmediately. 



Teacher:Whowasmakingsuchnoise? 

ThewholeclasslookedatThuliandItriedvery

muchtoholdinlaughter. 

Iwasveryhappywhenthesirenrangforthe

lasttime,signallingthatit'sschoolout.I

couldn'twaitItellyou.Ijustwantedtogohome

andsleep.Wedidn'tgetoutofclass

immediatelythough,wewaitedforabit. 

Thuli:So? 

Me:What? 

Thuli:Detailsphela. 

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouwant,AngithiItold

youwetogether,sowhatmoreisthere? 

Thuli:Don'tgivemeattitude. 

Ilaughed.Thulireallylovesbeingdramatic,I

don'tknowwhatmoreshewantedfromme. 

Me:Askiesmzala 

Thuli:Didy'allsealitwithakiss? 



Me:Yep

Isaid,blushingandshegiggled. 

Thuli:Hemustbeagoodkisser,Lord! 

Sheclosedhereyesthenbitherlipsafter

sayingthatandIlaughed. 

Me:That'smyboyfriendyoutalkingabout. 

Sheopenedhereyesandgrinnedatme. 

Thuli:AlreadypossessiveIsee. 

Me:Haisuka. 

Ipushedherlightlyandshecrackedupin

laughter. 

Thuli:It'snotabadthingthough,Ijusthope

Nobuhlewon'truinthingsforyou. 

Me:Ihopesotoo. 

Thuliclearedherthroat.Ilookedatthedoorand

thereshewas.Whenshefinallysawshehad

ourattention,sheclappedherhands.Isatin

awe,lookingather.Thistime,Iwasn'teven



scaredorintimidatedbyher.Beatsmetoo. 

Nobuhle:CongratsKhensani,youwon. 

Ilookedather,perplexed.IlookedatThuliand

shewasjustasastonished. 

Shecamecloser,andagain,shewasalone. 

Nobuhle:Youtookeverythingawayfromme.

Myfriend,myboyfriend-

"Shedidn't"

Welookedatwherethevoicewascomingfrom

anditwasKagiso.Now,that'safirst. 

Kagiso:It'shightimeyoustoppedblaming

Nokubongaforeverythingwrongthinggoingon

inyourlife. 

Shewassurprised,NobuhleImean,probablyat

Kagisonotbeingonherside.Shewasn't

suckinguptoheranymore. 

Nobuhle:Wow. 

Kagiso:Surprised?Well,it'shightimesomeone



putyouinyourplace. 

ThuliandIjustwatchedthistwoformerbest

friendsgoingheadtohead. 

Nobuhle:Putmeinmyplace?Don'tpatronize

meKagiso,ImadeyouandIsureashellcan

breakyou! 

Canyoubelieveshe'sonly15?Wellyeahbutthe

wayshe'sacting,ohlord,you'dthinkshe's

someelder. 

Kagisosnickeredindisbelief.Shelookedup

thenclappedoncebeforelookingatheragain. 

Kagiso:Mademe?Listentoyourself.Youmade

meyourpuppet.AndIwasafooltoeverbelieve

thatyouwerethebetterbate. 

Nobuhle:Youthinkyouawomannow?Youcan

talktomeasyouwant?! 

"Ladies,what'swiththeshouting?"

SaidKamo,enteringtheclass.Thesetwowere

readytomurdereachotherandhejustruined



theshow.Talkaboutbeingrightontime. 

Theykeptshootingdeathstaresateachother

andIwantedtolaughatthatmomentreally. 

Thuli:(whispering)Yourboyfriendjusthadto

ruintheshow. 

Ilaughedsilently.Hecametomeandkissed

meonthecheek. 

Kamo:Thoughtyou'dleftalready. 

Me:Iwasaboutto. 

Kamo:Let'sgothen. 

Itookmybag.IbidThuligoodbyeandwavedat

KagisowhileNobuhleclickedhertongue,Ijust

laughed. 

Kamo:Whatwasthatabout? 

Me:Iwould'veknownifyouhadn'tcome. 

HespankedmeandIjumped. 

Me:Hey! 



Kamo:That'stogetyouinline. 

Irolledmyeyes.Wewentoutoftheschool

yard. 

Kamo:Sodidyoubuythephone? 

Me:Yep! 

Kamo:Sowhenwereyougonnatellme? 

Me:IdidtellyouthatI'mgoingtobuyit

yesterday. 

Kamo:Whatever,givemeyournumber. 

Hesaid,takingouthisphone.Talkaboutballing.

Anyway,Ijustlookedathimthenbackatthe

road. 

Kamo:0?

Me:Ihaven'tmemorizedmynumberyet. 

Kamo:Takeminethen. 

Me:Idon'thavemyphonewithme. 

Kamo:Stopbeingdifficult,youhaveabagfull



ofbooksandpens.

Irolledmyeyes.Ain'tboyfriendssupposetobe

niceandstuff?Wellmineissoarrogantand

annoying.RemindmeagainwhyI'minlovewith

thispervert?Okay,don'ttellhimIcalledhim

that. 

Me:Kamogelo,that'stoomuchwork. 

Heignoredmethenwenttomybagwhichwas

onmybackandtookoutapenandpaper.He

wrotedownhisnumberandputitback. 

Kamo:Callmeorwetsepleasecallwhenyou

gethome. 

Me:Yes,sir. 

Kamo:Don'tbesuchababy. 

Me:Whyareyousorude? 

Kamo:Sorrybaby. 

Hekissedmeonthecheekandopenedthetaxi

doorforme.Iwavedhimgoodbyeasthetaxi



droveoff. 

IgotoutonmyGateasusualandwenttoour

home.Iopenedandgreeteddad,whowasbusy

onhislaptop.Iputmybagdownthenchanged

outofmyuniform.Iworecasuallythenwent

backtothekitchen. 

Dad:So? 

Me:What? 

Dad:Didyoutalktohim? 

Iblushed,lookingsideways.Daddoesn'twaste

timeItellyou,he'sjustlikeThuli.Theylove

indabanje. 

Me:Idid. 

Dad:Judgingbyhowyoublushing,Icouldsayit

wentwell. 

Me:Yep! 

Dad:I'mhappyforyoubaby.Ihopehedoesn't

hurtyouorelseI'llbusthisballsand-



Icuthimshort. 

Me:Okay,enoughthreats. 

HechuckledandIjoinedhimwithlaughter. 

Dad:Ijustwanthimtotreatyouright. 

Me:Hewilldaddy,don'tworry. 

Dad:Hebetterorelse.. 

Me:I'llmakesureItellhim. 

Dad:OrhecancomesoIcanhaveatalkwith

him. 

Me:Haibobaba,no.It'stooearlyforthreats.We

juststarteddatingtoday. 

Dad:Becarefulbaby. 

Me:Iwill. 

Istartedwiththepots.Imadepapwithoxliver

andgravy. 

Whenthefoodwasdone,Idishedupforthe

bothofus. 



Afterweate,Iwashedthedishes.GoodthingI

didn'thavehomeworks.IrememberedIhavea

phone,KamoisprobablyworriedwhereheIs. 

Isearchedforthepagehehadwrittenhis

numberon.Ifoundit.Therewasalsoanote. 

"SavemeasHubby|"Ilaughed.God,I'm

whipped.Itookmyphoneandsavedhis

numberlikehehadinstructedme.Ihadsome

airtimeandcalledhim. 

Heansweredonthesecondring. 

Kamo:Yeah? 

Me:Isthathowyouansweryourphone? 

Kamo:Khen,isthatyou? 

Me:Ithoughtyou'dbeexpectingmycall. 

Kamo:Iwas,Ijustthoughtyou'dcall

immediatelywhenyougethome.Ihadalready

givenuphopeofyoucalling. 

Me:Sorrytodisappointyouthen. 



Kamo:I'mactuallygladyoucalled. 

Me:Missme? 

Kamo:Yougotnoidea.Istillhavethatpicture

ofyounakedinmymind. 

MycheeksreddenedbutIwasn'tabouttoalert

himthatI'mblushing.Ipretendedtobemad. 

Me:ShameonyouKamogelo. 

Kamo:God,everytimeyousaymynameinfullI

getahardon. 

Me:Arewereallyabouttohavephonesex? 

Kamo:Ohno,ItoldyouI'mnotgonnahavesex

withyou. 

Me:Good,theBiblesayssexbeforemarriageis

asin. 

Kamo:Ididn'tthinkyouthereligioustype. 

Me:I'mnot. 

Kamo:Whynot? 



Me:Areyouabouttopreachtome? 

Kamo:It'sasimplequestion. 

Me:I'vegotmyreasons,thoseIcannotreside

overthephone. 

Kamo:Alright,you'lltellmetomorrow. 

Me:Doesitmatterthough? 

Kamo:Morethanyouthink. 

Me:IguessIdon'thavemuchofachoice. 

Kamo:Youdon'tbaby. 

Isighed.YouknowImightbewarmingupto

theideaofGod,butIdidn'tneedtoberushed.I

knowaftertellinghimmyreasons,they'llbea

longspeechtofollow,morelikeadoctrineandI

wasn'tupforthat. 

Wetalkeduntilmyairtimerunoutbutabout

othertopics.HesentmeR100airtimeafterI

toldhimitwasunnecessary. 

Isleptwithasmileonmyface.TothinkIhad



beenagainsttheideaofhimandIbeing

togetherbutherewewere.Iwasabitanxious

aboutourfuturebutIdidn'twanttoworry

myself. 

Iwasgoingtotakebabysteps. 

.
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Iwaswokenupbymyalarm.Onlytwomore

dayslefttorecess.IsighedasIgotupfrommy

bed. 

Dad:Goodmorning. 

Me:Morningdad. 

Hegavememybathingwaterandleftmetoit.I

strippedthengotintothewater.Afterbathing,I

driedandlotioned.Iworemybraandpanties



thenstockings,skirtandgolfshirt.Itookmy

bagandphonethenwenttothekitchen.Iwas

slowlygettingusedtohavingaphone. 

Dad:Thepoorphoneisnevergettingabreak. 

Hesaid,takingasipofhiscoffeeandI

laughed. 

Me:Iwannagetusedtohavingaphonedad. 

Dad:I'mgladitmakesyouhappy. 

Me:Youmakemehappy. 

Dad:Aren'tyousupposetosaythatto

Kamogelo? 

Ilaughed.I'mstillgonnasaythisagain,theway

everyonetalksaboutKamo,hisearsprobably

itchwithoutceasing. 

Me:Younotbeingfunny. 

Dad:I'mgladyouhappybaby.Evenifitbecause

ofme. 

Itookmyplateofbreakfastandate,while



chattingwithKamoonwhatsapp. 

Hehadapictureofuskissingashisdisplay

pictureandIstoleitimmediately. 

Itwasjusttoobeautiful. 

Afterbreakfast,Iwenttochargemyphonethen

daddrovemetoschool. 

Me:How'sKitso? 

Dad:Sheisalright,youmissher? 

Me:She'sfuntobearound. 

Dad:Iagree,she'sgoodcompany. 

Me:Andagoodinfluence,seeinghowmuch

she'sbroughtoutthebestinyou. 

Dad:Youreallyhavebecomefondofher,it

makesmehappy.

Me:I'mwarminguptoher. 

Dad:Soyouwon'tmindevenifIweretomarry

her? 



Me:That'snotfunnydad. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:Ijusthadtocheck. 

Me:It'swaytoosoon. 

Dad:Itwillhappeneventually. 

Me:I'malreadygettingtiredofthis

conversation. 

Dad:Mm,alrightbaby. 

Me:Younotmarryingherdad. 

Dad:Don'tworrybaby. 

Ikissedhimonthecheekandhegavememy

money. 

Dad:Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoodad. 

Iwavedathimaftergettingout,ashedrove

off. 

ThuliwaswithKagisoatthegate,nowthat'sa



first. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Ihuggedthemboth. 

Me:It'snicetoseeyouguysgettingalong. 

Thuli:Well,she'snotbadandafteryesterday,I

knewIwasn'twrongabouther

Kagiso:I'mstillhereyouknow. 

Wechuckledandwalkedtoclass. 

Thuli:Sohowdidyousleep? 

Me:Likeababy. 

Ismiledandthetwogiggled. 

Kagiso:Youevenbecominglighterin

complexion. 

Thuli:Kamomustbehittingitgood. 

Me:We'veonlystarteddatingyesterday. 

Them:So? 

Ichuckled,shakingmyhead.Thesetwowere



nowgangingupOnme.Iletthembe. 

Wewenttoputourbagsdownbeforegoingto

assembly. 

Afterassembly,wewenttoclass.Todaywe

werewritingearlyasinstraightafterassembly. 

Thismeantnolessonsafterbreaksowewere

free.Iwasactuallyglad.Aperson'sbraincan

onlytakesomuch. 

Thetestwasnotthathardforme.Whenthe

sirenRang,wegotoutofclassimmediately. 

Thuli:Sowhoareyoudating? 

SaidThulitoKagiso,shedidn'tevenwaitforthe

poorgirltowarmuptousfirst. 

Kagisochockedonhersalivaandthat'swhen

webothgaveherattentionbecauseIhadbeen

focusedonThuli. 

Sheclearedherthroat. 

Kagiso:Umm..Iwasn'texpectingthat. 



Thuli:Ordon'tyoutrustusenough? 

Me:Haibo,Thuli? 

Ilookedatherwithadroppedjawandshe

wasn'tbarging.Icouldseethepoorgirlwasnot

comfortablewithherquestion. 

ShefoldedherarmsandlookedatKagiso,

nevermindingmystares.That'sthethingwith

myfriend,sheneverstopsbudginguntilshe

getswhatshewantsandIknewshewasn't

goingtoletgountilKagisotellsherwhatshe

asked. 

Kagiso:It'snotlikethat. 

Thuli:Howisit? 

Kagiso:Promiseyouguyswon'tjudge. 

Me:BelievemewhenIsay,I'mthelastperson

who'deventhinkofjudgingyou. 

Thuli:Wewon'tjudgeyou. 

Kagiso:I'mbisexual. 



Us:What? 

Iwassurprisednoliebecauseshelooked

straighttome.Imean,wewerebothshocked

andweren'texpectingthebombshejustblew

Tous. 

Kagiso:Youpromisednottojudge. 

Me:I'msorry,wejust... 

Thuli:Shocked,weshockedbutwenotjudging

you. 

Kagiso:Sothisdoesn'tchangeanything? 

Me:Areyoukidding,ofcourseitdoesn't. 

Shesmiled.Shelookedrelieved.Ihuggedher

thenkissedheronthecheek. 

Thuli:Doesthismeanyouhaveaboyfriendand

agirlfriend? 

IlaughedatThuli'ssillinesswhileKagiso

chuckledandshookherhead. 

Kagiso:Notnecessarily.Ihaveagirlfriendnow. 



Me:Whoisshe? 

Thuli:Doweknowher? 

Wewerebothcuriousshameandshekept

quietforawhilebeforesayingsomething. 

Kagiso:You'llseehertomorrow. 

Me:Can'twait. 

Thuli:Okay,I'mhungrynow. 

Wealllaughedandwenttobuyfood.Iwas

eatingabunnychownow,notfruits.Iwas

hungryabit.Theyothertwowereeating

burgers. 

"I'minlovewithyourappetitebabe"

MygirlslaughedwhileIrolledmyeyes.Itwas

myannoyingboyfriend. 

Me:That'snotacompliment 

Kamo:Believeme,itis. 

Irolledmyeyeswhilethegirlsjustgiggled.He

tookthebunnychowfromme. 



Me:Thisisabusenje. 

Kamo:Welivetosharebabe.Whathappenedto

what'syoursismine? 

Me:Yougoodwithwords. 

Hetookafewbites.Iwasjustlookingathim. 

Thuli:Isitmeoryourboyfrienddoesn'thave

manners? 

Me:It'snotyou.Henevergreets. 

Kamo:I'mstillhere. 

Hetookanothermunchofmybunnychow. 

Kamo:Let'sgobabe. 

Me:Givememyfoodfirst. 

Thegirlslaughed.Hegaveitbacktome. 

Kamo:OrataDijo. 

Me:UngthandaNginje. 

Thegirlsgiggled. 

Thuli:Ishouldhavebroughtsomepopcorn. 



Kagiso:Theyaretoocute.Ishouldhave

broughtmycamera. 

Me:I'mouttahere. 

IgotupandwalkedawaywithKamo. 

Kamo:Youwritingafterbreak? 

Me:Nope. 

Kamo:Good. 

Istoppedandlookedathim.Iwasalreadydone

eating. 

Me:Why? 

Kamo:Youaskingtoomanyquestions. 

Me:Ionlyaskedone. 

Kamo:Still. 

Me:Mxm. 

Hetookmyhand.Idon'tevenknowwherehe

wastakingme.Wewentoutthroughthegate

andit'sthenthatIrealizedweweregoingtothe



shop. 

Wegotinside. 

Kamo:Wantanything? 

Me:Iwantasoda. 

Kamo:That'sall? 

Me:Yeah. 

Heboughtasodaforme,cigarettesand

sweets. 

Me:Youdoknowthatsmokingcauseslung

cancerright? 

Helookedatmebeforeanswering.Wewere

nowatthebackoftheshop,helitthecigarette

firstbeforeanswering. 

Kamo:Iknow.It'sevenwritteninthebox. 

Inoddedandpressedmylipstogether.Hetook

afewpuffswhileIdrankmysoda. 

Kamo:Nowtellmewhyyoudon'tgotochurch. 



Me:I'mjustnotafan. 

Kamo:Oh? 

Me:Yeah. 

Kamo:Whynot? 

Me:Doesitmatter? 

Kamo:Yeah,nowtellme. 

Isighed.AsmuchasIdidn'twantto,therewas

nothingIcouldeverhidefromthisguy.Hewas

sittingonacrate,whileIwasstandinginfront

ofhim.Ifiddledwithmyfingersandtooka

deepbreath. 

Me:AllthechurchesI'veeverwentto..They

usedtojudgeusandthey..Thepeopleweretoo

mean,theytoldmepainfulwords..Ijust..I

thoughtchurchwassupposetobeaplace

whereI'dfeellikeIbelong,notlikesome

fugitive. 

Kamo:Seemslikeyou'vebeenthroughalot. 



Me:Yougotnoidea. 

Kamo:Whydidtheytreatyoulikethat? 

HepulledmesoIcouldsitontopofhim.This

topicwasmakingmeemotional.Hewipedmy

tearswithhishands. 

Kamo:Talktomebaby. 

Hekissedmylips.Itookanotherdeepbreath. 

Me:Theycalledmeuglyandallsortsofnames,

Iendedupbelievingalltheysaid.Igotangryat

God.Istoppedbelievingheexists. 

HehuggedmetightlyuntilIcalmeddown.The

bellrangbutwestilldidn'tgo. 

Kamo:YouthemostbeautifulsoulIknow,

insideandout.Believethat. 

Ismiledaswebrokethehugandblushedwhen

helookedatme. 

Iwasfeelingawholelotbetternow. 

Kamo:Iwantustospendthedaytogether. 



Me:Righthere? 

Kamo:Yeah,I'dtakeyouhomewithmebutI

don'twantyouthinkingIwannatakeadvantage

ofyou. 

Me:okaybaby. 

IrememberedtheconversationIhadwithdad

andzonedoutabit. 

Kamo:Areyouokay? 

Me:Yeah,just... 

Kamo:What? 

Me:Somethingdadsaid. 

IgiggledabitwhenIremembered. 

Kamo:Aboutme?Whatdidhesay? 

Me:Hesaidifyoueverhurtme,he'sgoingto

bustyourballs. 

Hechuckled,shakinghishead. 

Kamo:Yourdadthough,whatifyouhurtme



instead? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders. 

Me:Heevenwantedtohaveatalkwithyou. 

Kamo:What?

HiseyeballspoppedoutandIlaughedathis

facialexpression. 

Me:Itoldhimitstooearlythough. 

Hesighedindisbelief. 

Kamo:Youreallygotmethere. 

Me:Youshouldhaveseenyourfacial

expression.

Ilaughedoncemore. 

Kamo:That'snotfunny. 

Me:Sorryhoney. 

Iperkedhimonthelipsandheturneditintoa

makeoutsessionwherehishandsevenwent

insidemygolfshirt.I'mnotthekindofperson



wholikestuckingshirtsin.Westopped,to

catchourbreaths. 

Kamo:Iloveyousomuchbabe. 

Iblushed. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

IspentthewholedaywithBaetillthebellrang

forschoolout. 

Wewentbacktoschoolandheaccompanied

metocatchataxiwhileholdingmybagforMe. 

HekissedmeonthecheekthenIgotin. 

Ireallyhadagooddaytodayandhopedthatthe

remainderofitwon'tberuinedinanyway. 
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Gettinghome,AllIwantedtodowassleep.I

wasjustabitexhausted.Dadwasn'thomesoI

couldrestwithnoworries.Itookoffmy

uniformthenworeoneofDad'soldtees.Imade

suretolockthedoorthengotontopofmybed

anddriftedtosleepalmostimmediately. 

AsIwassleeping,Ifeltasuddengripofmy

body.Itstartedwithmyfeet,Itriedmoving

thembutIcouldn't.Theywerefrozen.Atthat

point,IwantedtowakeupbutIcouldn't.It'slike

Ihadwentintodeepsleep,oneapersoncannot

wakeupfrom,nomatterhowmuchtheywant

to. 

ItriedfightingitbutIcouldn't.Whateveritwas,

ithadtakencontrolofevenmyhands,Icouldn't

movethem. 

Asifthatwasall,Ifeltmyselfrunningshortof

breathe.Igaveupfighting,Igaveupcontrol.If

thiswashowIwasgoingtodiethensobeit.I

onlyhopedthatGodreceivesmeinheaven.I



feltmyspiritdepartingfrommybody.Youknow

what'sweird?Icouldactuallyseemybody.It

waslikeIhadinvoluntarilyperformedanastral

projection. 

Ilookedaroundatmyroomanditwasdifferent.

Idon'tknowhowIcanpossiblydescribeitina

wayyoucanunderstand.Itwasstillthesame

roombutitwasglorious.Isawamidstof

smokeallovertheroombutitwasn'tchoking

meinanyway.

"Nokubonga"

Iheardsomeonecallingmyname.Ilookedall

aroundbutIcouldn'tseeanything,justthe

smokethathadfilledtheroom. 

"Nokubonga"

Thevoiceechoedagainaroundtheroom.

Somethingtoldmetoanswer,Idon'tknowbut

itwasdeepfrominside.Idecidedtofollowmy

intuitionorwhateveritwas. 



Me:HereamI. 

JustafterIsaidthat,Isawabrightlightinthe

middleoftheroom.ItwastoobrightthatI

couldn'tlookatit.Icoveredmyeyeswithmy

handsbecausethelightwastoowhiteandway

toobrightforme.Remember,myphysicalbody

issimplylyingonthebed.Itmightsoundcrazy

tomanybutit'sreallywhathappened. 

Idroppedonmyknees,itwaslikeacertain

forceforcedmedown,nopunintended. 

"Fearnot,forIhaveredeemedyou;Ihave

summonedyoubyname;youaremine."

Icouldn'tfathomwhatthatmeant.Icouldn't

comprehendwhowastalkingtome.ItwaslikeI

hadbeenblindedabit.Icouldn'tliftmyheadto

look.Thevoiceheldsomuchprestige,somuch

honouryetitwasasgentleasadove. 

WhenIwokeup,Iwasinmybed.It'slike

nothingeverhappenedcauseIlookedaround

myroomanditwasstillthesame,therewasno



smoke,nothing.Itfeltreal,tooreal. 

ThiswasreallyfreakingmeoutcauseIdidn't

understandathing. 

IwasevenafraidtogobacktosleepbecauseI

wasstilltired.WhatifIgobacktosleepthen

I'munabletowakeupfromsleepagain?Ithad

beenlikeaneardeathexperience,withmyspirit

fightingtodepartfrommybody.IfeltlikeIwas

havingsomesortofheartattack. 

Iwenttobrushmyteeththenwenttothe

kitchentomakeacupofcoffee.Mydadwasn't

homeyet. 

Ireallyneededtogotochurch,allthesemight

signsorsomething.Isighed.Whydidthishave

tohappentome?Ihadbeenthroughalotlately

andthiswasjusttoomuchforme. 

Whenthewaterboiled,Ipouredintoacoffee

mug,alongwithcoffeeandsugar.Iwashaving

itstrongandblack.Thecaffeinewasgoingto

refreshmeabit. 



Istoodthere,staringintonothingwhiledrinking

mycoffee.Ihadnevertoldanyoneaboutthese

dreamsorwhatevertheyare,Ijustdidn'twant

anyonethinkingI'mcrazyorsomething.Imean,

noneofthemmadeanysensetome. 

Idecidedtocook,justtogetmymindoffthings.

Iwasactuallyhungry. 

Imadericeandmincewithveggies.Iwas

cookingwhilehummingasongknownonlyto

me. 

"Shinebrightlikeadiamond 

Shinebrightlikeadiamond.."•°•°

IwasabouttosingalongthenIremembered

it'smyringingtone.Iquicklywipedmyhands

withawashingcloththenwenttomyphone

whichwasrightnexttoourboxtelevision.Ihad

evenforgottenthatIhaveaphone,that'show

overwhelmingeverythinghadbeenforme. 

Iansweredonthesecondring,notbotheringto



checkthecallerID. 

Me:Hello

"Nono,it'sme"

Me:Dad? 

Dad:Yesbaby

Me:UphiVele? 

Dad:Aboutthat,Iwon'tbeabletocomehome

tonight. 

Me:Yini?! 

Dadhasgottobekiddingme.Imean,whatam

Isupposetodoalone?Ican'tbealone,notwith

alltheseweirdthingsthathavebeenhappening

tome.Ican't,Ireallycan't. 

It'senoughthathe'shardlyeverathomebut

whathe'ssayingnow,noways. 

Dad:I'mcaughtupinsomethingnow,willyou

beokayonyourown? 

LikehellI'dbe!Thisguy.No.Imeanhecan't



expectmetobealone.Certainlynotnowor

today. 

Me:Cha! 

Dad:I'llaskKitsotocomesleepwithyoujust

fortonight. 

Me:Youreallynotcoming? 

Ithurtalittle.ImeanIwasusedtodadalways

sleepingwithme.ImightnothateKitsobutI

justdidn'tthinkI'dbeabletoopentoher,she's

notdad.Imean,itjustwon'tbethesame.I

understandhe'stryingtogetus(KitsoandI)to

buildacertainbondbutthiswasn'tthewayto

gowithit. 

Dad:I'msorrybaby,Ididn'tplanthis. 

Ihugged.TherewasreallynowayI'dbeableto

changehismindsoIjustlethimbe.It'snotlike

hewasaskingmeforpermissionanyway. 

Me:IfyousaysoKe. 

Dad:Thanksforunderstanding. 



He'ssayingitlikeIhadaChoice. 

Me:Youwelcome. 

Idroppedthecallandwentbacktomypots. 

Idishedupformyself.I'dhavetheleftovers

tomorrow,sincedadisnotcoming. 

SomeoneknockedonthedoorjustasIwas

eating. 

Me:Iwonderwhothatcouldbe. 

Isaidtomyself,Igotupthenwenttoopenthe

door. 

ItwasKitso.Flip!Ihadforgottenthatdadsaid

he'sgoingtocallher.Ireallydidn'tthinkhewas

seriousaboutit.OkayNokubonga,timetoplay

nice.Ismiled. 

Me:Hey. 

Kitso:HiBonga. 

Istaredatherforawhile.Shehadabagwith

her."Letherin"mysubconsciousreminded



me. 

Iclearedmythroat. 

Me:Youmaycomein. 

Imadespacesoshecanenter.Iclosedthe

doorafterherthenbreathedoutbeforeturning

back. 

Me:Ihavejustcooked.CanIdishupforyou? 

Kitso:Kesiame,maybelater. 

Inodded.Itwasgoingtobeprettyweirdeating

alone.Ijusttookafewspoonfulsthenwentto

puttheremainderinthefridge. 

Kitso:SodidhetellyouthatI'msleepingover

tonight? 

Me:Yes,hedid. 

Ijustthoughthewasnotgoingtogothrough

withitkodwahereyouare.Ididn'tsaythatto

herthough. 

Kitso:Good,IthinkReTlaNnalesebakasago



itsanebotoka. 

Me:Huh? 

Idon'tunderstandSetswanathatmuch.She

giggledsoftly. 

Kitso:I'msorry,Ithoughtyouunderstand.

AndileandIusuallycommunicateinTswana. 

WellI'mnotAndilekeMina.Idoubtthere'sa

languagedaddoesn'tknow.He'smultilingual

kaloku. 

Ijustsmiledfaintlyather.Ionlyknowbitsand

pieceswhenitcomestoSetswana. 

Kitso:Anyway,Iwassayingwecanusethis

timeukwazanakancono. 

Me:Yeah,probably. 

Kitso:I'llmakecoffee. 

Iletherbe.Ihadn'ttalkedtoKamosinceIgot

homesoItookmyphonetotexthiminthe

meantime. 



Me:Heybabe. 

Herepliedimmediately,likehehadbeenwaiting

formytext. 

Kamo:Mylove,Imissyou. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Imissyoutoosomuch. 

Kitso:Andthatsmile? 

Iimmediatelyeraseditfrommyface. 

Me:It'snothing. 

Shegavemealook.She'snotthatbad,I'mjust

notusedtoherthatmuch.Idounderstandwhy

dadloveshersomuchthough,she'sagood

personyenashame,jealousdown. 

Kitso:Ifyousayso. 

ShegavememycupofcoffeeandIputiton

topofthetablethenputmyphoneinthe

counter. 

Me:So,Howdidyoumeetdad? 



Kitso:I'veseenhimaroundacoupleoftimes.

Heusedtocomebuymaterialjustoppositethe

shopIworkin. 

Inodded. 

Me:He'sagoodman. 

Itookasipofmycoffee. 

Kitso:Heis.He'samazing. 

Me:Andyouseemlikeagoodwomantoo

Shesmiledbrightly,revealingherperfectwhite

teeth. 

Icannevergetusedtohowbeautifulthis

womanis,never. 

Wetalkedforawhile,justgettingtoknoweach

other,nothinghectic.Ifoundoutshehadno

kidsandsheevensaidshewantedtohavekids

ofherowninthefuture. 

Mademewonderifshewanteddadtofather

herkids,Ididn'taskherthatthough. 



Me:So,howoldareyou? 

Shesmiled.Atleastshedidn'tfindmyquestion

inappropriateinanyway. 

Kitso:I'm27.

Ichokedonmycoffee.Iwasshocked.Ididn't

expecthertobethatyoung. 

Kitso:Shocking,Iknow. 

Me:Youlike,10yearsolderthanme. 

Kitso:Istillloveyourfatherthough. 

Inodded.

Itookourmugstothewashingbasin. 

Me:Willyoubesleepingindad'sbed? 

Kitso:That'swhathesaid. 

Inodded. 

Me:I'mgoingtosleep. 

Kitso:Let'sprayfirst. 

Me:Huh? 



Shelaughedsweetly. 

Kitso:Don'tyouguyspraybeforesleeping? 

Ishookmyhead.I'mnotreallyareligious

personshame. 

Anyway,shewasn'thavinganyofit.Sheforced

ustopray.Iclosedmyeyesandsaid"Amen"

whenshewasdone. 

Kitso:Nowwecansleep. 

It'saboutdungtime!Inoddedandgotinsidemy

coversandslept. 

Thefollowingmorning,Iwaswokenupbymy

alarm.KitsobroughtwaterformetobathandI

didexactlythat. 

GoodthingIwaswritingmylastpapertoday,I

doubtI'dgotomorrow. 

Iwasjustexhausted.Afterbathing,Iworemy

uniformandtookmybag. 

Iwenttothekitchen. 



Kitso:Imadebreakfast. 

ShegavememyplateandInodded.Itookit

andstartedeatingshame.Itwasjustporridge. 

Kitsodidn'thaveacarsothatmeantI'dhaveto

takeataxitoschool. 

Ibidherfarewellthenwenttowaitforataxi.It

cameafterafewminutes. 

IwasevenearlytodaysoitmeantI'mtheone

whowaitedforThuli

Kamoevencame,findingmeatthegate. 

Kamo:I'msomadatyou. 

Me:Nogreetingmfana? 

Kamo:I'mnotyourboy. 

Me:Youmyboyfriend.There'sboyinboyfriend. 

Kamo:I'mstillmadthough. 

Hepouted.Iwasjustconfused.DidIforgethis

birthdayorsomething?Idoubt,Imeanwedon't

knoweachotheruptothatpoint. 



Ihadtoaskhimabouthisbirthdaysometime

though. 

Me:WhatdidIdo? 

Kamo:Youleftmehangingyesterday. 

NowIrememberedthatwehadstartedchatting

whenKitsocamewiththecoffee.Ievenwentto

sleepwithoutgettingbacktohim.Itcompletely

slippedmymindbecauseIwasbusy

conversingwithKitso. 

NowIfeltreallybad. 

Me:I'msorrybabe. 

Iperkedhimlightlyonthelips. 

Kamo:Thatstilldoesn'tcutit. 

Me:Iwasjusttalkingwithmydad'sgirlfriend,

weweregettingtoknoweachotherthatit

completelyslippedmymindthatwewere

chatting. 

Hefoldedhisarmsandlookedatme.Hewas



reallymakingithardforme. 

Me:I'mreallysorry.Ishouldhaveatleastmade

youawareifherpresence.Pleaseforgivehim. 

Igavehimapuppylook. 

Hesighedloudly. 

Kamo:Okayfine,Iforgiveyou. 

Igrinned. 

Kamo:Yourpuppyfacemakesithardformeto

sayno. 

Me:Thanksbaby. 

Ihuggedhimtightlyandbrokeitwhenhis

handswenttomyass. 

Igiggledafter. 

Kamo:Imissedyouthough.

Me:Metoo. 

Hekissedmeontheforeheadthenwentto

class. 



Thulicameandwesharedahug. 

Thebellrangsoweimmediatelywenttoclass

thenassembly. 

.
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Me:Youwon'tbelievewhatdaddid. 

Thuli:What? 

Me:Heaskedhisgirlfriendtocomesleepwith

me,talkingabouthavingsomestufftohandle. 

Thuli:Oh? 

Me:Yeah

Shelaughed.Itwasnowbreaktime,wewere

finallydonewithourtestswethu.Iwassitting



withOnlyThuli.Kagisowasprobablywithher

girlfriend,besides,wedon'ttrustherenoughto

speakeverythingwithher.Forallweknowshe

mightbespyingonusforNobuhlewhile

pretendingtheynotfriendsanymore.People

canbedevious,moreespeciallygirls. 

Thuli:Howwasit? 

Me:Itwasgood,althoughIthinkhewasjust

tryingtogetustobondorsomething. 

Thuli:ExactlywhatIthought.Yourdadthough. 

Me:Heshouldhavejustbeenhonestwithme

yazi,insteadofmakingupsome"busy"story. 

Thuli:Hedidwhat'sbestforyou.Ithinkit'll

makehimhappyknowingyouapproveofhis

girlfriend. 

Me:Hemustreallyseeafuturewithher. 

Thuli:Thatcan'tbebadright. 

Me:No,he'slifecannotbestuckwithme.

ThoughI'mscaredhemightreplacemewith



her. 

Thuli:Ihopehedoesn't. 

Me:Yeah.SoUphiuXoli? 

Thuli:Eishntombi. 

Me:What'swrong? 

Thuli:I'mscaredHle. 

Iwasnowconfused.Imeantheyweresohappy

bonasoIwonderwhyshe'dbesuddenly

scared. 

Me:I'mlostmgani. 

Thuli:Thingis,hewantsustotakethingstothe

nextlevel. 

Me:Nextlevel? 

Believeme,Iknewwhatshewastalkingabout

butIneededhertosayit.Thatmademeabit

anxious.WhatifKamogeloalsowantsusto

takethingstothenextlevel?Iwouldn'tbeable

tohandleit.AfterallIhadbeenthrough,Idon't



thinkI'dbeabletohandleitshame. 

Thuli:Hewantsustohave..Youknow 

Me:YouavirginOrini? 

Thuli:Umm..Yes. 

Me:Oh

Thuli:Imean,Idon'tthinkI'mready. 

Me:Tellhimthat.Iloveyoulikemyownsister

ThuliandandifuniwenzethesamemistakesI

did. 

Thuli:Whatifheleavesme? 

Me:Ifhelovesyou,hewon'teventhinkabout

it. 

Thuli:Actuallyyouright.Thanks. 

Wesharedatighthug.IreallycaredforThuli

andattimes,I'dwishIwasstillavirginbutwhat

happenedwasalessonforlife,atleastnowI

knowIshouldbemorecareful.Ididn'twanther

toexperiencewhatIdid,Iwouldn'tevenwishit



onmyworstenemy. 

Me:I'mhungry. 

Thuli:Weevenforgotaboutfood. 

Me:Wewerecaughtupezindabeni

Thuli:Umm,Bonga? 

Me:Yeah? 

Thuli:IwannagotalktoXoli. 

Me:Ummsure,I'llgofindKamo. 

Thuli:Youthebest. 

Me:Don'teverforgetit. 

Shegrinnedatmeandleft.Well,Ialsostoodup

thenwenttothesenior'sclass.Iwantedtoeat

hisfoodnamuhlalikehealwayseatsmine,it's

onlyfair. 

IfoundhimwithThutothistime. 

Me:Molweni. 

Thuto:Heyandbye. 



Ijustchuckled. 

Kamo:Missme? 

Me:Youwish 

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathimthenpouted.

Me:I'mhungry. 

Kamo:Soyouhereforfoodandnotme? 

Me:Iwantyoutofeedme. 

Kamo:Oh? 

Heraisedhiseyebrow,IwantedtolaughbutI

containedmyself.Iwasasseriousashealways

is. 

Me:Yes. 

Hegotclosertome.Ohmy,hewasthinkingof

somethingelse. 

Kamo:Feedyou,yousay

Me:Yes. 

Oureyeswerelockedtogether.You'dswearwe



weren'tevenatschool,infrontofhisclassor

thattheyweren'tevenasinglepersonpaying

attentiontousbutwehaddissolvedallofthat

andnothingmatteredbutus. 

HecuppedmyfaceandIhadmyhandsonhis

chest,holdinghimbythecollar. 

Hebroughthisfaceclosertominethenblewair

onmyfaceandIgiggledthenbitmylip. 

Kamo:Goddamn! 

Heliftedmyfaceabitbeforehislipsmetmine

andweengagedinanappetizingkiss.Itwas

slowandpassionateandIjustcouldn'tletgo.

HiskissesIjustthebestifI'venevermentioned

before. 

Hebrokeitbutstilllookedmeintheeyes.I

smiled,morelikeblushed.Theideaofbeing

seriousjustwentoutofthewindow. 

Kamo:Iloveyousomuch. 

Me:AndIloveyoutoo. 



Heputhishandonmyshoulder. 

Kamo:Let'sgofeedyourass. 

HespankedmeandIjumpedabit,giggling.We

didn'tgooutoftheschoolyardthistimebut

justremainedinside. 

Wewenttothespazashopintheschoolyard,

TheoneThuliandIalwaysbuyourfoodat. 

Kamo:Whatdoyouwantmylady? 

Me:Iwantabunnychow. 

Kamo:Kekotanthoeo. 

Me:Kelekgowa. 

Hechuckled.ThewayIsaidsoundedfunny

shamesoIlaughedaswell.Hegottwo

bunnychowsforHimandIanda1.25Lofcoke. 

Wewenttositonabenchandate. 

Kamo:Youcomingtoschooltomorrow? 

Me:Nope. 



Kamo:Why? 

Me:I'mnotwritingso. 

Henodded.Wecontinuedwithourlunchuntil

thebellrangthenwehuggedbeforeparting

ways.Hewaswritingshame. 

.
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Me:Howdiditgo? 

IaskedThulijustafterwehadallsatdown.

Everyonewashavingtheirownconversations

withwhoeversincewehaddonewritingallour

tests. 

Sheshruggedhershoulders.Okay,Iwasn't

expectingthat.NowIwonderwhatshecould

possiblymeanbythat.Iwasactuallyconfused,



Icouldn'tevenreadherbecauseshehada

blankfacialexpression. 

She'djusthavetogivememorethanthis

bethuna. 

Me:I'mlost. 

Shesigheddeeplybeforeturningtolookatme. 

Thuli:HesaiditsokaybutI'mjustnotbuyingit. 

Me:Whatdidyousaytohim? 

Thuli:Likewespoke,ukbaI'mnotreadyasyet. 

Me:Howwashisreaction? 

Thuli:Hekeptquietforawhile,probablyto

digestitall.

Me:Bese? 

Shehuffedthenputherheadonthetable

beforeliftingitupagain. 

Thuli:Hesaiditscool,wedon'thavetorushit. 

Me:That'scoolright? 



Shesigheddeeply.Shelookedfrustratingnow.

Morelikeunderpressureandapartofme

fearedshe'ddoitwhenshe'snotreadyjustto

pleasetheguy.I'vebeenthere,Iknowandit

actuallymakesmestupidattimes.Itmakesme

thinkmybrainsjustendattheclassroomand

believemewhenIsayit'snotagoodfeeling. 

Thuli:Ijustwasn'tbuyingit. 

Me:Huh? 

Thuli:It'slikehewastellingmewhatIwantto

hear. 

Me:Ithinkyouworryingyourselfovernothing. 

Thuli:Idon'tthinkuyandivaBonga. 

Me:WhatareyousayingKe? 

Thuli:Whatifhefindssomeoneelse,someone

who'sgonnasatisfyhimseeingthatIcan't?I

lovehimBonga,Icannotlosehim,notlikethis. 

Me:Youwon'tlosehim. 



Thuli:Howdoyouknowthat? 

Me:Helovesyou. 

Iwastryingtoconvinceherbutthatmademe

wondermoreaboutmyownrelationship.Ijust

hopedthatKamolovedmeenoughtowaitfor

me.Imeanhesaidithimselfhecouldgetany

girltobendoverforhim,Ijusthopedhe'dnever

cheatonmebecausehefeelsIcan'tsatisfyhim.

Thethoughtalonemademyheartcrack.Ireally

loveKamogelo. 

Thuli:Youright,I'mjustworryingovernothing. 

Me:Yes.Youcomingtoschooltomorrow? 

Thuli:I'mnotsure,you? 

Me:Nope.I'mtiredman. 

Thuli:Weshoulddosomething,maybegoto

themall. 

Me:Thatcouldwork,we'dgettospendsome

timetogether. 



Thuli:WithnoK-moreandXoli. 

Me:Yesbaby! 

Welaughed.Itwasniceseeinghermoodabit

upliftedkeandIwasactuallylookingforwardto

spendingtimewithher.

Me:Iwannaopenafacebookaccount. 

Thuli:Youdon'thaveityet? 

Me:Nope,I'vebeenprocrastinating aboutitnje. 

Thuli:Youandyourbigwords.Justopenitand

makesureI'mthefirstfriendyouadd. 

Me:Ofcourselove. 

Wejustsatinclass,chatting.Kagisojoinedus. 

Kagiso:Doy'allstillwannaseeher? 

Thuli:Who? 

Kagiso:Mygirlfriend. 

Me:Yes,ofcourseboo. 

Kagiso:She'swritingthoughsoleTlaBobona



afterthebellrings. 

Me:Can'twait. 

Thuli:Soanyplansfortomorrow? 

Kagiso:Nonesofar,why?

Thuli:BongaandIarehangingoutso.. 

Kagiso:Aslongasmygirlfriendcancometoo. 

Me:It'sonlyadealifyouguyswon'tbeplaying

Aboloveydoveysinourpresence. 

Thuli:Imeanourboyfriendswon'tbethere. 

Kagiso:Nah,don'tworry.We'llbechilling. 

Thuli:Thenit'son. 

Me:Can'twait. 

Wellwejustchilledinclasstillthebellfinally

rang.WetookourbagstogetherwithKagiso. 

Wefollowedhertotheirclasses.Iwondered

howthegirlfriendlooked.Isshelikeatomboy

orjustagirlygirllikeuKagiso. 



WewereactuallygoingtotheGradetwelve's

class. 

Kagiso:I'llgogether. 

Wewaitedoutsideforher,Iwasjustgladit's

notKamo'sclass. 

Shecamewithaverybeautifulstud.Shewas

wearingpants,caramelincomplexionwitha

fade.You'dthinkshe'saboy.Ourjawliterally

dropped. 

Kagiso:ThisisAly,mygirlfriend. 

Wedidn'tevenhearher,wewerejustpaying

attentiontothisgirl. 

Kagisopokedme.

Me:She'sso.. 

Thuli:Hot. 

Alychuckled. 

Aly:Igetthatalot. 

Hervoicewasn'tsoftordeep.Itwaspretty



muchinthemiddle. 

Kagisogiggled. 

Kagiso:Thesearemyfriends,Thuliand-

Aly:Khen

Shehalfsmirked.Ididn'tthinkshe'dknowme,I

meanIwasevenseeingherforthefirsttime. 

Me:Howdidyou? 

Aly:K-moreismyGee. 

Me:Oh.

Kamocamewhilewewerestillwithher.They

didsomeweirdhandshake.Itwaslong,I

wonderedhowonewouldmemorizeallthat. 

Hekissedmycheek. 

Kamo:Metmyqueen. 

Aly:She'spretty. 

Kamo:Handsoffnigger. 

Aly:Nahman,Igotmyown. 



Kagisoblushed. 

Thuli:Hai,thiscandleyashisa. 

Wealllaughed. 

Thuli:Baby,I'llcallyouyeva. 

Me:Yeahbabe,don'tworry,Iwon'tforget. 

Thuli:Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

SheleftandSodidKagisoandAly 

Kamo:Goingsomewheretomorrow? 

Me:Wejustgonnahangout. 

Kamo:Oh? 

Me:Yousounddisappointed. 

Kamo:Ijustthoughtmaybewe'dspendsome

timetogether. 

Me:Ain'tyoucomingtoschool? 

Kamo:After. 



Me:NowIfeelbad. 

Kamo:Arey'allgonnachillforlong? 

Me:Idon'tknow. 

Kamo:Justcallmewhenyoudone. 

Me:Evenipleasecall? 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:It'sstillcool. 

Me:Alrightbaby. 

Kamo:Let'sgetyouhome. 

Hetookmybagawayfrommeandwewalked. 

Kamo:CanIkissyouforthelasttimetoday? 

Me:Doyouevenhavetoask? 

Hegavemeasidesmile. 

Wewereatthetaxirank. 

Hishandsimmediatelytraveledtomybuttwith

myhandswrappedaroundhisneck. 



Wekissedslowlyandintensely.Hepressedour

bodiestogetheraswecontinuedtokiss. 

Hebrokeitandwebothcaughtourbreaths. 

Kamo:Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Hebabykissedmeandweparted. 

Isawmyfather'scarparkedoutsidejustasI

gotoffthetaxiandasmilecreptupOnmy

face. 

Iimmediatelyraninsidetheyardandalmost

gotinsidethehousewiththedoor. 

Me:Dad! 

Dad:Baby! 

Ithrewmyselfinhisarmsandhecaughtme

immediately. 

Me:Imissedyou. 

Dad:Imissedyoutoobaby. 



Webrokethehug. 

Dad:WereyougoodwhenIwasaway? 

Me:Asalwaysdaddy. 
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Me:Wereyoureallycaughtupinsomething? 

Isaid,stuffingmymouthwiththetubofice-

creamhehadboughtforme,probablytosoften

meup,ifonlyheknewIwasn'tangryathimfor

anything.Infact,hegaveusamomenttoknow

eachothermorebetter(KitsoandI)

Heclearedhisthroat.Letmetellyousomething

aboutmydadincaseyouhaven'tnoticed,

everytimeheclearshisthroat,justknowhe



won'tbehonest.Ican'tsayhe'dbelying

becauseIwastaughteldersneverlie. 

Dad:Angithingikutshelilebengibanjwe

okuthile

Me:Really? 

Dad:Areyoucallingmealiar? 

Me:Ofcoursenotdad,Iwouldn't. 

Itookanotherspoonfulofthechocolateand

vanillaicecream.Ilookedathimwithasmile. 

Dad:Andthatsmile? 

Me:Nothing. 

Dad:Really? 

Me:Justthat,Ihadthoughtyoujustwantedto

leavemealonewithKitso. 

Hesmiled. 

Dad:WhywouldIdothat? 

Me:Sothatwecanbondabit. 



Dad:Wereyouabletothough?Justaskingout

ofcuriosity. 

Me:Curiosityyousay? 

Hechuckled.Ismiled. 

Dad:PhendulaBo 

Me:Wellyeahandthat'sallI'mwillingtosay. 

HesmiledandIgiggled.Icouldseeitmadehim

happyknowingIgetalongwithhergirlfriend. 

She'snotmuchofabadpersonanywaysoI

can'tbetheevilstepdaughter. 

Me:Umm...Dad? 

Dad:Yesbaby? 

Me:ThuliandIwereplanningtohangout

tomorrowsoIneedsomecash. 

Dad:That'sall? 

Me:Yebobaba. 

Dad:I'llgiveyouinthemorning. 



Me:Thankyoudaddy. 

IhuggedhimandhejustchuckledandIletgo. 

Me:Doyouknowshewantedustopraybefore

wesleep? 

Dad:Kitso? 

Me:Yeah,shepracticallyforcedme. 

Hechuckled.ThiswasserioustomebutI

laughed. 

Dad:Shehardlyevertakesnoforananswer. 

Me:Yourightthere. 

Dad:I'mjustgladyouguysgotalongwithno

catfights. 

Me:YouknowIdon'tdoviolence. 

Dad:I'mglad,youturningouttobeacivilized

lady. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Thankyoudad. 



Dad:Justtellingitlikeitis. 

Itwasalreadylate.IchilledwithdadtillIwent

tosleepbecauseIwastired.Kamocalledto

saygoodnightandIfellasleepimmediately

whenhehungup.Isleptwithasmileonmy

faceagain.Thislovefamily! 

Thefollowingday,Ididn'twakeupearly

becauseIwasn'tgoingtoschoolsoIfoundno

reasonto.Iwokeuparound9am.Iwashedmy

faceandteethfirst.Dadhadalreadyleftbuthe

leftmeanotewiththemoneyIaskedofhim.It

wasR200anditwasmorethanenoughforme.

IsmiledwhenIsawit,Iwasn'texpectingthis

much.Don'tlookatmelikethat. 

Afterbrushingmyteeth,Iwenttothekitchen.I

washungrythough.Imademyselfafewslices

ofbreadwithbutterandstrawberryjam.Ialso

mademyselfacupofRooibostea. 

Ilitthetelevisionandwatchedrepeatof

soapieswhileeating. 



IreceivedatextfromKamoandI

simultaneouslysmiledwhenIsawhisname

flashonmyphonescreen. 

Iopenedit. 

Kamo:HowIwishyouwerehere. 

Healsosentabeautifulsnapofhimselfwitha

boredfacialexpression,fromthesurroundings,

Icouldseehewasinhisclassroom.I

immediatelyputitasmydisplaypictureon

Whatsapp. 

Me:Goodthingwemeetinglateron,Imissyou

baby. 

Kamo:Youcouldhaveatleastcametoschool. 

Me:Don'tmakemefeelanymorebad 

Kamo:I'msorrybabe,Ijustmissyousomuch. 

Me:IknowbabyIknow. 

Kamo:Teacherjustgotinclass,Iloveyou

baby. 



Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

IstartedwithcleaningthehouseafterIwas

donewithmybreakfast.Aftercleaning,I

washedthedisheswhichwereonthebasin.I

thenfilledtheurbanwithwaterandpluggedit

onsoIcouldbath. 

Iheardaknockonthedoor.Iwasreally

surprisedcauseIwasn'texpectinganyone.I

meanThuliandIweregoingtomeetatthe

mall. 

IwenttoopenthedoorandIwassurprisedto

seeTiisetsoontheotherside.Iclearedmy

throat,wehadbeensilentandstaringateach

otherforoveraminute.Imadesomespace. 

Me:Youcancomein. 

GoodthingIhadalreadycleaned,youcannever

knowwithTiisetso.Iactuallywonderedwhat

shewasdoinghere.It'sbeenawholewhileand

Ihardlyseeheratschool.ShegotinandI

closedthedoor. 



Me:CanIgetyouanything? 

Sheclearedherthroat. 

Tiisetso:Justwater. 

Ipouredwaterfromthefridgeonaglassand

wenttogiveher.Shetookasip.Thiswas

beyondawkward. 

Tiisetso:Thankyou. 

Inoddedandjustlookedather.Shegulped

downtheremainderofthewater. 

Tiisetso:YouprobablywonderingwhyI'mhere. 

OfcourseIwas,Iwasverycuriousshame. 

Me:Actually,Iam. 

Tiisetso:I'mjustgonnacutstraighttothe

chase,Imissus,Imissourfriendship,how

thingswerelikebeforeIstartedtreatingyoulike

astranger. 

Me:Youdo? 

Tiisetso:Yes,thingis,Ididn'tintroduceyouto



myfriendsatschoolbecauseIwasjealous. 

Isnickered. 

Me:Jealous? 

Tiisetso:Yes,Iwasactuallyfeelingthreatened.I

knewtheyweregonnalikeyoumorethanme

andthatwasselfishofme. 

See,she'snotthefirstpersontosaythis.At

first,Ididn'tgetwhymostgirlswerethreatened

bymeorjealousofme.IfeltsmallandallIever

sawmyselfaswasugly.It'swhatIhadgrown

tobelievemyselfasbeing.Ialwayslooked

downonmyselfbutnow,nowIwasslowlybut

surelyregainingmyconfidenceandself-esteem.

Iwasn'tthereyetbutIwasgettingthere. 

Me:Whythough? 

Tiisetso:LookatyouBonga.Youarebeautiful,

youhaveagoodheartandyou'resodownto

earth.Plusyouhaveanamazingpersonality. 

Ismiled.God,thecomplimentsI'vebeengetting



haveallcontributedtothechangeinmylife. 

Me:Iunderstandandthanks. 

Tiisetso:I'mreallysorryaboutthewayIhave

treatedyou. 

Me:It'sokay,IunderstandandIforgiveyou. 

Tiisetso:That'sallIwantedtohear. 

Ismiledandwehuggedabit.Ididn'twannalet

herinyetlestIregretitwhenshestabsmeon

theback.ForallIknow,shecouldbeinitfor

something.Imeanwhywouldshesuddenly

wannabemyfriend?AllthatIhavewent

throughinmylifetaughtmetobecautious,

especiallywhenitcomestotrustingpeople.

YoumightthinkIgottrustissuesbutit'slife

thattaughtmetobemorewise. 

Whenmywaterboiled,Iswitchtheurnoffthen

accompaniedherhome. 

Tiisetso:Andagain,thanksforforgivingme. 

Me:Youwelcome. 



WepartedwaysandIwentbackhome.I

preparedmybathingwaterthentookabath

afterwards.Afterbathing,Idriedandlotioned.I

woremypantiesandnobra. 

Iworeablackhighwaistedskinnyjeanthatwas

tornonthekneesandatightlongsleeves

croptop.IworemyVansandmediumsized

goldhoops.Imadetwoponytailswithmyhair.I

pouredsomeparfumethentookmybackpack,

witheverythingincludingthemoneyfromdad.

Itwasaround11:30am.Iputamaroonmatte

lipstickonmylips. 

IhadchargedmyphoneatthekitchensoItook

itandcalledThuli.Sheansweredonthethird

ring. 

Thuli:Heybubu. 

Me:Hi,areyoudone? 

Thuli:Yep,justdoingsomefinaltouches. 

Me:Alright,wellI'mdone,abouttolockthe



house. 

Thuli:Ishouldfinishtoo 

Me:Yeah,please. 

Thuli:Don'tworry. 

Ijustchuckledandhangup.Itookmyphone

andlockedthehouse.ThenIwenttowaitfor

thetaxijustoutsidethegate.Itcameafterten

minutes. 

Igotinanditdrovemetothemall,alongwith

someotherpeoplewhomIwasn'tpayingany

attentiontoshame. 

Igotoffatthetaxirank.Thulicametwo

minuteslaterandwesharedahug. 

Me:Wherearetheothers? 

Thuli:Probablyontheirway. 

Sheshruggedhershoulders.

Me:Let'sjustwaitabitforthem. 

Thuli:Yeah.



Wetalkedwhilewaitingforthem.Itwasgreat

tohearshewasnolongerworriedaboutXoli,I

justhopedshereallytookmyadvice.AllIwant

isforhertobehappywithouthavingto

compromiseherselfinanywayinorderto

pleaseherboyfriend. 

Theduocameafterabout15minutes.They

reallytooktheirprecioustimeshame. 

Aly:Hellothere,sorryforbeinglate. 

Me:It'sokay. 

Thuli:Shouldn'thappenagain. 

Ijoinedtheminlaughter. 

Kagiso:Itsurewon't. 

Westartedbybuyingsnacksandtheyeven

boughtwine,Namaqua,pinacoladaatPickN

PayLiquors. 

Aly:Ithinkthat'smorelikeit. 

Me:Nah,Iwantfood. 



Thuli:Butthere'ssnacks. 

Me:Snacksain'tfood. 

Theyalllaughed.Iwasn'tabouttodrinkonan

emptystomachthough,never.WewenttoKFC

andboughtafamilymeal.Thenweallwentto

chillbehindthehospitalwheremostkids

usuallychill. 

Afewhourslater,wewereonoursecond

glassesofwine.Everythingwasjustchilledtill

thetwostartedmakingout 

Me:Youguysshouldgetaroom. 

Thuli:Please. 

Kagisogiggled. 

Me:Andyouguyspromisednottoo. 

Aly:NahFam,Iblamethiswine. 

Thuli:Namindifunaumuntuwamimanje. 

Me:Haibo,nifunaMinaDIbambeicandle

kaloku? 



TheylaughedatmeandIwasn'tjokingshame.

ThulididcallXoli,Iwasnowonmythirdglass

ofwineshame. 

Xoli:Heyy'all. 

Us:Hi. 

Xoli:Baby,let'stakeawalk. 

Shestoodup,damnshewasdrunk.Andshe

onlydrankaglassandhalf.Imagineminawho

wasontheirthirdglass. 

ItookmyphoneandtextedKamo,whocalled

meimmediately. 

Kamo:Mylove. 

Me:Pleasecomepickmeup,LABantuarebusy

playingloveydoveyswhileI'mholdingacandle. 

Hechuckled. 

Me:It'snotfunny. 

Kamo:Sakwatababy,I'monmyway. 

Me:Youbetter. 



Kamo:Iloveyou. 

Me:Ilovemetoo. 

Hechuckledbeforehangingup.Icontinued

drinkingwhilewaitingforhim.Icouldfeelthe

winekickingin. 

Hecameafter15minutes,Ihadtextedhimour

location.Iwasmadshame,thatfifteenminutes

feltlikeanhour. 

Kamo:Baby. 

Me:...

Thetwolaughed. 

Aly:HadeBruh. 

Kamo:WhatdidIdo? 

Aly:Youmadealadywait. 

Kamo:Baby,Khen

Me:UfunaniKamogelo? 

Kamo:Youtoldmetocomepickyouup. 



Me:Youtheonewhoaskedmetotellyouwhen

Iwantyoutopickmeup. 

Kamo:I'mherebaby. 

Me:Mxm.Helpmegetup. 

Aly:She'sdrunkbytheway. 

Ishotheradeathstareandsheraisedupher

handsasifshe'ssurrendering. 

Hehelpedmegetup.Mylegswereabitwobbly,

resultsofdrinkingwhilesittingdown. 

Me:IfThulicomes,tellherIleftalready. 

Kagiso:Surebabe. 

Aly:Pleaseuseprotection. 

Me:Nah,Ipreferskinonskin. 

Itookmybag,leavingthemwiththeirdropped

jaws.IstumbledabitbutIcouldwalk

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinthenhe

wenttohisside.Iwasdrunk,nottipsy. 



Kamo:Iwonderhowwe'dbeabletospendtime

togetherwhileyouthisdrunk. 

Me:Mymindissoberthough. 

Kamo:Ithoughtyoudidn'tlikedrinking. 

Me:Ithoughtthecarwouldbemovingbynow. 

Kamo:Khensani! 

Ijustgiggledandhestartedthecar.Iwasreally

gettingonhisnerves. 

ThewholeridewasfilledwithsilencethatI

endedupsleeping.Hewokemeupwhenwe

wereathishome. 

Kamo:Let'sgo. 

HehadalreadyopenedthedoorandIgotout.

Hetookmebymyhandandwewalkedinside

thehouse. 

Kamo:Anythingtodrink? 

Me:Justaglassoficecoldwater. 

Kamo:Goodchoice. 



Me:Yesdad. 

Hespanked.Ialmostpulledmymiddlefinger

onhimbutIheldmycool. 

HecamewithmywaterandIdrank. 

Kamo:I'mgoingforasmoke,makeyourself

comfortable. 

InoddedandwenttotheloungewhereIlitthe

TV.Itseemedasthoughhe'shomealone,I

didn'taskanythingthough. 
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IwassittingwhilewatchingTV.Thealcohol

wasslowlyfadingoff.Hecame. 

Me:Youtooksomuchtime. 

Kamo:I'msorry. 



Me:That'snottellingmewhyIhadtobealone,

inyourhouseforlike20minutes. 

Kamo:DidItakethatlong? 

Me:Yep,yousmellfresh..Wait,youtooka

shower? 

Kamo:Justaquickone. 

Me:Icouldhavejoinedyou. 

Kamo:Wecanalwaystakeitagain,plusI

wouldn'tmindseeing-

Icuthimshort.Iwasonlyplayinganyway.The

lastthingI'dwantisforustobealoneand

naked,nextthinghe'sforcinghisthingintomy-

Letmenoteventhinkaboutit. 

Me:I'drathernot. 

Kamo:YoudoknowI'veseenyounakedright? 

Me:Yep,thenyouranaway. 

Kamo:Ididn'twannadoanythingyoumight

regret. 



AsifIwouldhaveallowedanythingtohappen.I

won'tbecontrolledbymyfeelings,Irefuseto

allowthemtocontrolme.NotafterallthatI

havebeenthroughshame,angeke. 

Me:I'mgladyoudidn't. 

Kamo:Let'sgotomyroom. 

Me:Isthatagoodidea? 

Kamo:Youstilldon'ttrustme? 

It'snotthatIdidn'ttrusthim.Ijusthadthisfear

ofhimwantingtojustsleepwithme.Youcan't

blamemethough,Iknowhe'snotthoseguys

buthe'saguy.Soonerorlaterhe'dwantusto

havesex.Whatifthatwasthattime? 

Me:Itrustyou. 

Kamo:YoustillthinkIjustwannagetinyour

pants. 

HowdidheknowwhatIwasthinking?Doeshe

readmindsorwhat?Wasitreallythatobvious. 



IdoubtitwasormaybeIwantedtoconvince

myselfofthat.Itwasn'teasylettinggoand

movingonfromeverything.Datinghimwasthe

firststepandIhopedthatI'dsoonjustopenmy

hearttohimandtrusthimfully.Ihadtotry,

otherwiseI'dhavehimdoubtingmylovefor

him. 

Me:It'snotlikethat. 

Kamo:ThenhowisitlikeKhensani?Please

enlightenmebecauseI'minthedark. 

Hefoldedhisarmsandlookedatme.Icouldn't

starebacksoIlookeddown.Ididn'tknowwhat

tosayandIwasfeelingsomuchpressure.

Moreespeciallybecauseofthewayhewas

lookingatme. 

Me:I..Ummm..(clearsthroat)...It'sjustnotthe

wayyouputit. 

Kamo:Really?Doyouevenloveme?Doyou

wannabewithme? 



Me:OfcourseIdo.IloveyouKamogeloandyes,

Iwannabewithyou. 

Kamo:Thenletmein.Openyourheartforme.

Trustme,I'myourman.Youneedtotrustthat

I'dprotectyoualwaysandloveyou. 

Me:It'snotthatIdon't,I'mjustscared

Kamogelo. 

Myeyesbecameteary.Iwasnowcompletely

sober.Ididn'twannacrybutIwasreallyscared.

Hecameandgavemeanembraceandthe

tearsfellonhischest. 

Kamo:I'mhearbabyandI'dneverharmyou

deliberately. 

HebrushedmybackandItookacoupleof

deepbreathsinandouttotryandcalmmyself

down. 

Ifinallydidandbrokeit.Iwipedmytears. 

Me:I'msorry. 

Kamo:Youdon'thavetoapologizebaby.Itjust



hurtsthatyoudon'ttrustme. 

Me:Pleasedon'tsaythat. 

Kamo:It'strueKhensani,youdon't.IwishIhad

beentherewaybeforeallthathappened,I

wouldhavepreventedit,Iwouldhavelovedyou

andprotectedyou. 

Ismiled.Wherehasthisguybeenallmylife? 

Me:Thankyousomuch. 

Kamo:IloveyouandI'msorryyouwentthrough

allofthat. 

Me:It'sokay. 

Kamo:IjustwishtherewasawayIcouldmake

allthosebadmemoriesdisappear,Iwishyou'd

letmeinandforgetallaboutthepast. 

Me:It'snoteasy 

Kamo:Trustmeitis.ItstartswithyouNot

lettingitaffectyouinanyway. 

Me:IwishIcouldbutitjusthappens. 



Kamo:Justopenupforme,letmein. 

Hecuppedmyfacethenbroughtitclosertohis.

Iclosedmyeyes.Ifelthismouthtouchmine

beforehestartedkissingmesoftly,

passionatelyandwithallhisheart.Itwasfilled

withsomuchemotionanditfilledacertainvoid

thatIhadnoideaexisted.Ididn'twanthimto

Stop,Icouldn't.Iputmyhandsonhisneckas

wecontinuedkissing,atafasterpacethanthe

first.Hishandswenttomywaistashebrought

ourbodiestogetherbeforehishandsgrabbed

mybuttocks. 

Hebrokethekissaswebothcaughtour

breaths,Ihadbeenbreathlessfromallthatand

Icouldfeelthebutterfliesdancinginmy

stomach.Iblushedashelookedatmewithhis

handsonmywaist. 

Kamo:IloveyouNokubongaKhensani.

Me:IloveyoutooKamogelo. 

Hebabykissedme. 



Kamo:Letmein. 

Me:Iwill,I'llworkonit 

Kamo:AndI'llwait.I'llnevergiveuponyou,I'll

neverstoplovingyou.Evenifithappenswe

don'tworkout,evenifwebothmoveonbutI'll

alwaysloveyou. 

Me:Yesbaby.Thankyoubaby.AndIloveyou. 

Kamo:Ilovedyoufromdayone.Theveryfirst

timeIsawyouandIstillfindithardtobelieve

thatyouhere,inmyarms. 

Me:Betterbelieveitbabe 

Igiggled.Hebroughtmybodyclosetohisagain,

pressingourbodiestogether.Theadrenaline

washigh,hetonguekissedme,withhistongue

twirlingandcurlingonmymouthatthesame

pacewithmine. 

Hebrokeitwhenitgotmoreheated,Icould

actuallyfeelhiserection. 

Kamo:Youlooksosexybabe. 



HebithislipandthatmademeshythatI

blushed.Whatwashedoingtome?Ihadnever

hadaguymakemefeelthisway.Iactuallyfelt

likeIwasthecenterofhisuniverse,ifitmakes

sensetoanyone.Icouldseethelovehehadfor

meandIthankedGodIhadhiminmylife.I

mightnotbelieveinGodbutIknewheexisted. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Kamo:It'slikeIcouldeatyouup. 

HesmackedmybuttandIgiggled. 

Kamo:Let'sgotomyroom. 

Me:Okay.Areyoualone? 

Kamo:Yeah,fornow.Mysisteriscominglater

on. 

Me:Parents? 

Kamo:Outinbusiness. 

Inodded.Hetookmyhandandwelefttohis

room. 



Afterhangingout,takingmanyselfiestogether

andmakingoutcountlesstimes,hetookme

home.Itwasjustafter8pmandIwasmissing

myfathersomuch.Hewasprobablyworried

aboutme,wonderingifI'msafe.Myphone's

batteryhaddied. 

Kamo:HowIwishyoudidn'thavetogo. 

Me:Missingmealready? 

Wewereparkedahouseawayfrommine. 

Kamo:Somuch,Iwishwewerealreadymarried.

Thatway,I'dgettoseeyouandbewithyou

always. 

Me:That'ssosweetbabybutyouknowweain't

marriedyet. 

Kamo:WhatareyoudoingtomeKhen? 

Iblushed,lookingdown.Iwasdoingalotof

blushingItellyou. 

Hewasmakingmefeelsogood.Notonlyabout

myselfbutaboutourrelationshipaswell. 



Me:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat. 

Kamo:HaveItoldyouhowmuchIloveyou? 

Me:Somanytimesbaby 

Kamo:Well,IloveyouKhen,somuch. 

Me:Iknowbaby,andIloveyoutoo. 

Kamo:CanIhavemygoodbyekissandmy

goodnightinadvancekiss?

Me:Youdon'tevenhavetoask. 

Ibroughtmyfacetohisandhemetmehalf

wayandwekissedforthelongesttime. 

Webrokeit,catchingourbreaths. 

Kamo:Imissyoualready. 

Me:Kamogelo! 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:I'mjustbeinghonestthough. 

Me:Ihaven'tleftevenleft. 

Kamo:Doyoureallyhavetogo? 



Me:YouknowIhavetobaby.

Kamo:Iwishyoudidn'thavetoleave. 

Me:Pleasedon'tmakemefeelbadaboutit. 

Kamo:I'msorrybaby. 

Me:Apologyaccepted. 

Ilaughedaftersayingthatandgotout.Iwaved

goodbyeandIcouldfeelhimwatchingmeasI

walkedaway.Igotinsidetheyardsafely. 

Iopenedthehouseandgotin. 

Dad:Don'tevergetmeworriedlikethat 

Me:I'msorrydaddy,myphonedied. 

Hehuggedmetightly. 

Dad:I'mjustgladyousafe. 

Me:I'msorryforgettingyouworried. 

Dad:It'sokaybaby. 

Webrokethehug. 

Dad:Howwasit? 



Me:Itwasgooddaddy,thanks. 

Dad:Yousmelllikeaman. 

Me:What? 

Ilaughed.Ireallywasn'texpectingdadtosay

that. 

Dad:Youwerewiththatboy,Ihopeyoudidn't

doanythingIwouldn'tdo. 

Me:Whatwouldn'tyoudo? 

Dad:Nokubonga. 

HesaidwarninglyandIlaughed. 

Me:I'mjustaskingdad. 

Dad:I'mstillyourfather. 

Me:Ijustcalledyoudad. 

Dad:Don'tstartwithmeyounglady. 

Iliftedmyhandsupinsurrenderwhilelaughing.

Iputmyphoneonthechargerthencontinued

talkingwithDad. 



Iimmediatelyfellasleepwhenmyheadmetthe

pillow. 

Ididn'thaveanyplansforSaturday.Atleast

that'swhatIthought. 

Iwokeupandwashedmyfaceandbrushedmy

teethasalways.Itwasjustafter9am 

Idon'twakeupearlywhenIdon'tgotoschool,

evenmyownbodyknowsthat. 

Dadwasreadinganewspaper. 

Me:Nobreakfast? 

Dad:Makeit. 

Me:I'mtired. 

Iwasreallyfeelingtired,myheadwasabit

heavy,probablyfromthewineIdrankyesterday.

Iwasfeelingtheaftereffects. 

Dad:Itoldyouyougettinglazy. 

Me:Younotbeingniceatall. 

Dad:Anyway,doyouhaveplansfortheday? 



Me:Notreally,why? 

Dad:Well,wegoingtochurch. 

Me:What? 

Iwasn'treadyforchurchmina.Yes,Iwantedto

gobutIwasstillprocrastinating aboutit.I

wasn'tready. 

Dad:Wegettingbaptized. 

Me:Hai,I'mnotgoing. 

Dad:Youdon'thaveachoice,Iwrotedownyour

nameaswellasmine. 

Me:Youshouldhaveatleastaskedmebefore

doingthat. 

Dad:Youmydaughter,Idon'thavetoaskyou

anything. 

Me:Thisisabuse. 

Dad:Itiswhatitisbaby,justsuckitup. 

Me:IthinkI'mgoingbesick. 



Dad:ThePastorwon'tmindprayingforyou. 

Me:Ineedtoseethedoctor. 

Dad:TheBiblesaysinIsaiah53:5thatbyHis

stripeswearehealed,trustJehovahRaphamy

baby. 

Igroaned,itseemedlikeIhadnochoicehere. 

Me:Ihateyou! 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:Iloveyoutoomybaby. 

Hewentbacktohisnewspaperjustlikethat.

HowthehellwasIgoingtogetawayfromthis?

Itwasfrustratingashell. 

.
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Itriedtogetdadtochangehismindbuthewas

reluctant.Itriedemotionalblackmail,crying,

everydeceptiontrickyoucanthinkofbut

nothingworked.Ihadnochoicebuttoaccept

myfate.Iwasgrumpytherestoftheday. 

HebroughtmewatersoIcanbath.Ididn'tsay

anythingtohavebuthewasn'tbothered.I

groanedandgotoffthebed.Istrippedandtook

abath,thelastthingI'dwantisforhimtocome

washmybodyformecauseIknowhewouldn't

mindshame.Iactuallyhadnootherchoicehere.

ImeaneachexcuseIcamewithcamewitha

replythathadaquotefromtheBible.Mydad

shouldjustbecomeaPastorcausehehadbeen

preachingtomethewholeday. 

Ifeltlikerunningawaybuttherewasreally

nothingIcoulddo.Ijusthadtobracemyself



andsuckitupnje. 

Afterbathing,Idriedandlotionedthenworea

matchingbraandunderwear. 

Ididn'tevenknowwhattowearforchurch.It

hadbeensuchalongtimesinceIwent. 

Idon'tevenrememberthelasttimeIwentto

church. 

Isatinmybedbecausereally,Ididn'tknow

whattowearshame. 

Hecameintothebedroomandlookedatme

withafrown.Ijuststaredbackathim. 

Dad:Whyaren'tyoudressed? 

Me:Ithoughtyoupickingclothesformesinceit

seemsyoumakingeverydecisionforme. 

Dad:Don'tsulk. 

Ijustrolledmyeyes.Hetookoutawhiteknee

lengthdressandgoldstrippedsandles. 

Itookthemandwore.Ididn'tcarehowIlook



shame.Imadeabunwithmyhairandjustput

Labelloonmylips. 

Iwasn'tgoingwithmyphonesoIjusttookmy

bagandweleft. 

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinside. 

Hestartedthecaranddrove. 

Me:Sowhichchurchareyoutakingmeto? 

Dad:Theoneattown. 

Me:Nice. 

Dad:You'llloveit. 

Me:MaybeIwouldifgoingtherehadbeenmy

choice. 

Dad:Don'tbebitter,I'mdoingwhat'sbestfor

you. 

Me:Howisitwhat'sbestformeIfIdidn'teven

haveasayinit? 

Dad:Youwillthankmelater



Me:Idoubt. 

Ileanedbackontheseatandlookedoutside

thewindow. 

Dad:Whyareyousoscaredofgoingtochurch

anyway? 

Me:I'mnotscared,Ijustdon'twantto. 

Dad:That'swhatyouthink. 

Me:Whatever. 

Iclosedmyeyesandenjoyedtheride.I'mbeing

sarcasticbytheway. 

HeshookmelightlyandIopenedmyoneeye. 

Me:What? 

Dad:Wehere. 

Me:Yay

Isaidsarcastically,androlledmyeyes.Istill

didn'twanttobehere.Infact,Iwantedtorun

awaybutforhowlong? 



Isighedandgotoutofthecar

Iexpectedthechurchtobehuge,massivebutit

wasactuallytheopposite. 

Itwassmall,infact,outside,youwouldn'teven

thinkit'sachurch.Itwasn'tsmallsmallbut

yonaitwassmall. 

Thepeoplelookedfriendly.Weweregreeted

withsmilesbytheusherswhousheredusto

ourseats

Kitsowasinthestage,shewaswiththepeople

wholookedlikeachoir.Itwasabout7ofthem

andtheyallhadmicsandwerewearingclothes

ofsimilarcolor. 

Shesmiledwhenshesawme,Ijustreturnedit,

notwantingtocomeoutasrude. 

ThetruthisIdidn'twanttobeherebutIfelta

senseofbelonging. 

Usually,withthechurchesI'dgoto,Ialwaysfelt

scared.Buthere,itfeltlikehome.Iwas



comfortableandIfeltlikeoneofthem. 

Okaymaybecomingherebutnothavebeen

thatmuchofabadidea.Theservicestarted.It

startedwithprayerforsuchalongtime.Mina,

ontheothersidedidn'tpray.HowcanIpray

whenIdon'tknowhowtoorwheretostart?

Ubabayenaseemedlikehewasusedtothis.I

feltoffplot. 

IlookedaroundandInoticedIwastheonlyone

notpraying.NowIfeltlikeaheathen.Truthis,I

didn'tknowhowtopray.Thesepeopledidn't

seemtostopwiththeirprayer.Iwentoutside

becauseallofthiswasoverwhelmingforme. 

Ifinallybreathedout. 

"Youdon'thavetostay"

Ilookedaroundandtherewasnoone.IswearI

heardavoice.WasIbeingdelusionalmaybe? 

Ihighlydoubtthat. 

"Youcanalwaysgo"



IknowIdidn'twanttobeherebutgoing?That

wasfarfetched.Icouldn'tdothattodad.I

mean,hewouldbesodisappointedinme.I

wrestledwiththisvoicewhichtoldmetogo.I

keptonrefusing. 

"Areyouokay?"

Ilookedathisdirection.Itwasamaninhis

early40s.Itseemedlikehewasonlyarriving

now.Hewastall,abitbuffandyellowin

complexion. 

Inodded. 

Guy:Let'sgoin. 

Ididn'tsayanythingandwentbackinside.I

wenttositatthebackthistimesincemyspace

wasoccupied.Ididn'tevenrealiseIhadbeen

goneforsuchalongtime. 

IguessImusthavezonedoutabit.Theguy

fromoutsidewhentothefrontandit'sonlythen

thatIfoundouthisthepastor.Hewaswaytoo



humbleanddowntoearth,comparedtothe

pastorsIhavemet. 

YouknowIhaveneverthoughtchurchwould

upliftmethismuch. 

IknowIalmostranawaybutI'mgladIdidn't.I

feltasenseofpeaceandtheimmersionwasn't

whatIimagined. 

WewerenotimmersedwithwaterlikeIthought

wewouldbebutwewereinsteadimmersed

withtheHolySpirit. 

ThesamevoiceIhadbeenhearing.That.Ithad

filledtheentireroomanditfeltlikethegatesof

heavenhadopened. 

IcouldnotevenfeelwhereIwas.Inolonger

couldseemysurroundings. 

It'slikeIwasinanotherworld,another

dimension.

Anyway,aftertheservice,thesamePastor

wantedtoseeus.Hewascompletelyblackand



Tswana.HeintroducedhimselfasPastor

Morake. 

Myfatherwasfondofhimthough.Wewent

togethertohisoffice.Heflashedhisperfect

smileatus. 

Ps:I'mgladyoucamewithher. 

Dad:Ittookawholelotofconvincing. 

Convincing?MorelikeheforcedmebutIdidn't

regretnotevenonebit. 

Ps:HowareyouNokubonga? 

Me:Ngiphilile. 

Ps:Youknow,yourfatherisnottheonewho

broughtyouhere. 

IwaslostnowbecauseasfarasIremember,I

camewithmyfather,withhiscarandhe'sthe

onewhoforcedmehere. 

Me:Idon'tunderstand. 

Ps:It'sallGod.Hedrewyouhereandyouwere



veryreluctant. 

Me:Areyouaprophet? 

Himanddadchuckled.Iwantedtoknow

though.Hewasspeakingasifheknowsme

shame.Howcouldheknowallthisifhe'snota

seer?I'veheardofprophetsandhowtheycan

seethefutureandallhiddenmysteriesand

secrets. 

Ps:I'manapostle. 

Inodded.Ididn'twanttoknowmore. 

Ps:YoumadeagoodchoicebycomingandI'm

gladyoudidn'tleave. 

Me:Okay. 

Ps:YouareaveryspecialladyBongaandthe

devilhasbeentryingtosnatchyoubutyouhad

theentireprotectionfromheaven. 

Inodded.Dadwaslisteningattentivelytohim.

MinaIwashungry,theservicehadtookalong

time. 



Ididn'tunderstandwhyithadtobeona

Saturdaynightthough.Allofthiscouldhave

beendonetomorrow. 

Dadpokedme,it'sthenthatIrealizedIhad

zonedoutagain. 

Me:Huh? 

Ps:They'retryingtodistracther. 

HestoodupandtoldmetodothesameandI

did. 

AllIrememberishim,tellingmetoclosemy

eyesandtherest,I'dbelying. 

Iwokeupinmybedwithagrumblingstomach. 

ItwasalreadymorningandIdidn'tremember

whenIcamehomeorwhenweleft.

Ifeltlikeaburdenhadbeenliftedoffmy

shoulders,awholelotofburden.Iwasactually

feelingpositive. 

DadwasnotAroundthehouse.Ifilledtheurn



withwatersoIcanbathbeforegoingtomy

phone. 

ItookmyphoneandIhadawholeofmessages

andmissedcallsfromBae.Icalledhim. 

Heansweredalmostimmediately. 

Hehuffed. 

Kamo:Khensani. 

Me:Heybaby. 

Kamo:Whatdoyouwant? 

Me:Look,I'msorry.Iwenttochurchyesterday

andleftmyphoneinthehouse,Idon'teven

rememberhowIgotback.It'sstillweirdtome

butI'msorry.Ionlywokeupnow,withno

knowledgeofwhathappened. 

Kamo:Didyousaychurch? 

Me:Yes,DadforcedmetogoyesterdaysoI

hadnochoice.I'msorryIdidn'ttellyouandfor

leavingmyphonebehind. 



Kamo:Youdon'tcareaboutmeKhensani. 

Me:Ijustapologized. 

Kamo:It'slikeI'mtheonlywholovesyouhere

andWenahaongrate. 

Me:YouknowIloveyou. 

Kamo:Youhaveafunnywayofshowing. 

Me:Baby,pleaseI-

Hecutmeshort. 

Kamo:Ineedtogetreadyforchurch. 

Me:Kamogelo? 

Hehunguponme.Itriedcallinghimagainand

hisphonewentstraighttovoicemail.Iwas

confused. 

Didhejustbreakupwithme?Imean,itwasn't

myfault. 

Ididtrytoexplaintohimbuthedidn'tcare.Had

Ireallybeensuchabadgirlfriendtohim? 



IthadbeensuchalongtimesinceIdatedandI

hadactuallyforgottenhowitworks. 

ItriedcallingThulibutherphonealsotookme

tovoicemail. 

Iwasfrustrated,Ididn'tknowwhetherto

scream,shoutorcry. 

Iwasstressedout.Ikepttryinghisphonebut

stillnothing.Itwentstraighttovoicemail.Isent

himcountlessmessages. 

Igaveupandtookabathsincemywaterhad

longboiled. 

Idriedandlotionafterwards.Thetearsjustfell.

IhadtriedtosuppressthembutIfailed

dismallyatthat.IlovedKamogelo,Ilovehim

andallofthishurtmetothecore. 

Iworeadenimdressdungareewithmyflipflops

andwenttocook. 

Iwasn'tevenhungry.Ididafullcoursemeal.

KeepingbusymademenotthinkaboutwhatI



wasgoingthroughnoKamo.What'sworseis

thattheschoolswerenowclosedmeaningI

won'tbebumpingintohim.TheonlythingI

coulddowasgotohishouseandthatwas

anotherstory. 

IhadnevergonethereonmyownsoIwouldn't

beabletogounlessIwanttogetlostthere. 

Isighed.Whydidlifehavetobelikethis? 

Ihadfinishedcookinganddadstillwasn't

home. 

Amessagedbeepedthroughmyphone. 

Iopenedit. 

Kamo:I'moutside.. 

Myheartleapedwithjoy.Iwipedmyhandsand

wentout.Hewasparkedafewhousesfrom

minelikeusual.Iactuallyranoutofthehouse. 

Hedidn'tevenopenthedoorforme,Iguesshe

wasreallymad. 



Igotintothepassengerseat. 

Me:Hi. 

Kamo:Yousmelllikefood. 

Me:Ijustfinishedcooking. 

Kamo:Good,I'mhungry. 

Me:Youdidn'tevengreetme. 

Kamo:Where'syourhouse? 

HewasbitterbutIdidn'tblamehim.Hedoesn't

knowwhereIlivespecificallybecausewe

alwaysparkawayfromit.Hegotinsidetheyard

andparkedthere.

Dadwasreallygoingtomurdermetonight.I

openedthedoorandhegotinafterme. 

Kamo:Smellsgood. 

Ididn'tsayanything.Idishedupforhimand

myself.ItwasatypicalSundaycourse. 

Igavehimhisplate. 



Kamo:Thanks. 

That'safirst.He'susuallynotgrateful.I

watchedhimasheate,notsayinganything.I

washungrynowsoIalsostartedeatingmy

food. 

Kamo:CanIhavesomemore? 

Ididn'tevenrealizehehadfinished.Imean,I

wasn'tevenhalfwaythroughmyplate.My

thoughtswere,he'seitherhungryormyfood

arethatgood.BecauseIwastheoneatfault,I

didn'thesitate.Ihadcookedmorethanenough

anyway. 

Idishedupforhimagainandheate.Iguessit's

truewhattheysay,"Awaytoaman'sheartis

throughhisstomach"

Me:Youdidnotevenwashyourhands. 

Kamo:Iatewithafork,notmyhands. 

Me:Allthosegerms. 

Wefinishedatthesametime,well,whenhe



wasonhissecondplate. 

Kamo:Santena. 

Me:Sorry. 

Itooktheplatesandputthemonthewashing

basinandwipedmyhands. 

Me:CanIbringyouanythingtodrink? 

Kamo:Juiceplease. 

Ipouredjuiceforthebothofus.Igavehisglass

tohim

Ididn'twanttorelax,Ididn'tknowifhe'sstill

madornot.Istilldidn'tknowwhereIstoodwith

him.Moreespeciallybecauseofthefalloutwe

hadoverthephone. 

ItookhisglasstotheWashingbasinafterthen

satwithhim. 

Hegotup. 

Me:Youleaving? 

Kamo:Yeah,thanksforthefood. 



Me:Justlikethat? 

Kamo:Yeah,yourfathermightcomeany

minutefromnow. 

Me:But-

Kamo:ByeKhensani. 

Hegotinhiscarandleft,justlikethat.Ithought

wecouldtalk,Ithoughtwe'dsortthingsout. 

Iwasnowmoreconfusedthanever.Wheredid

thatleaveus?Me? 

Isighed.Iwashurt.Iswitchedmyphoneoff

andputitonthecharger. 

Ilockedthedoorandwenttobed. 

Icriedmyselftosleep. 

WhywasKamogelopunishingmelikethis? 

.

.
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Ihadforgottenabouthowmuchithurts.How

muchithurtstosleepwithnocallfromyour

lovedoneornotext.See,thereasonwhyI

hadn'tdatedagainwasn'tonlybecauseofthem

wantingtosleepwithmebuttherootofitall

wasbeingafraidofbeinghurt.Thiswasso

painfultome,Ilovedhim.Ilovehimand

knowingthathewasn'ttalkingtomeaddedsalt

tothewound. 

There'sasongthatkeptonplayingonmymind

repeatedly.ItwasAliciaKeys. 

"Haveyouevertriedsleepingwithabroken

heart?, 

Well,youshouldtrysleepinginmybed"

Thosearethetwophraseswhichkeptrepeating

inmymind.Ihadtrulysleptwithabroken



heart. 

Ididn'tgetoutoftheblanketsimmediately

whenIgotup,Iremainedforabit,tryingto

thinkofwhereIcouldhavepossiblygonewrong

withKamogelo.Mymindcouldn'tanswernor

couldmyheart. 

Isighed.Thiswasfrustrating.Myhairwasa

messalready.Ihadbeenrunningmyfingers

throughitacoupleoftimes. 

Iwenttotakemyphone.Dadwasn'thomeandI

wasgratefulbecauseIjustwantedtobeonmy

own.Ineededmyownspaceforthetime

being. 

Iwasn'tevenhungry.Igotbackinsidemy

blanketsandswitchediton.Iexpectedtosee

messagesfromKamogelofloodinginbutmy

heartbrokeagainwhenIcouldn'tseeevenone. 

Ireallyfelthehatedmewhereverheis.His

phonestilltookmetovoicemailandsodid

Thuli's. 



Ithrewmybodybackonthebedandlaid,

facingtheceiling.Thisreallyhurt. 

DayswentonandhewasstillangryandThuli

wasstillunreachable. 

OnWednesday,Idecidedtogovisither.I

figuredI'dbeabadfriendifIwouldn'tgocheck

onher. 

Dad:What'sgoingonwithyou?

Iwasatthekitchen,fillingtheurnwithwater.

WherewasIgoingtostart? 

Ihadbeentellinghimitsjustfluanda

headache,reasonwhymyeyeswereswollen. 

Me:Itoldyouit'sfluand-

Dad:Iwasn'tbornyesterday.IsitKamogelo? 

Me:Whywouldyouthinkit'shim? 

Dad:Surelyitcan'tbeanyoneelse.Youspend

allday,cryingandinyourbedwhilestaringat

yourphone. 



Isighed.Lyingtohimwouldbeuselessatthis

point.WherewouldIstart?Ididn'tknownami. 

Isatdownandjustletthetearsfall. 

Me:Idon'tknowwherewestand. 

Dad:Talktomebaby. 

Me:Hedoesn'tanswermycalls,he'snot

replyingtomytexts.Idon'tknowwhatelseto

do. 

Dad:Sincewhen? 

Me:SaturdaythenhecamehereonSundayand

allhedidwaseatthengo. 

Dad:Hewashere? 

Inoddedandwipedmytears. 

Dad:Inmyhouse? 

Inoddedagain.Ididn'tgetwhyallofthat

seemedimportanttohim. 

Dad:Heatemyfood? 



Me:Yes,thenhejustleft. 

Hechuckled,morelikesnickered. 

Dad:Yanjwayelalomfana.

Me:Dad,younothelping. 

Dad:Givemehisnumber. 

Me:Nodad. 

Dad:GivemehisnumberNokubonga. 

Ireluctantlycalledouthisnumbers.Yes,Ihad

memorizedthembynow.That'showmuchI

calledhimshame. 

Ihadn'teatenbreakfast.Ipreparedbathing

waterformyself. 

Dad:I'llbeback. 

Me:Whereareyougoing? 

Dad:Igottasortsomethingout. 

Me:Dad,Ihopeyounotthinkingof-

Dad:Idon'tanswertoyouNokubonga. 



HethenwentoutandIheardthedoorclosing.I

triedcallingKamogeloandhisphonestillwent

tovoicemail.Isighedandtookmybath. 

IdriedandlotionedwhenIwasdone.Iworea

blackskinnyjeans,blacktshirtandblack

sandles.Icombedmyhairandworeablack

golfcap.Iwasfeelingemptynje. 

IreallyhopedIfindThuliatherhouse.Imade

twoslicesofbreadwithbutterthenateand

drankaglassofwater.Itookmyphoneandbag

thenlockedthehouse.

IsenddadatextthatI'mgoingtocheckon

Thuli.Herepliedwithsharp.Ikeptprayingthat

hedidn'tgotoKamogelo.Iwouldn'tlivewith

myselfknowingthatsomethinghappenedto

himbecauseofme.

Iwaitedforataxifortenminutes.Igotinandit

drovemetotown.Igotonanothertaxithereto

herplace. 

Hermotheropenedupforme. 



Thuli'smom:HeyBonga. 

Me:Hellomma,UkhonauThuli?

Shesighedloudly. 

Her:Getin. 

ShemadespaceformeandIgotin.Shetold

themaidtobringussomejuiceandcookies.

Shelookeddefeated.

Me:Iseverythingokayma? 

Her:I'mactuallygladyouhere. 

Me:Oh? 

Her:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithher.She's

beenlockedupinherroomsinceShecame

cryingonSaturday.

Myjawdropped.Myeyespoppedout.Iwas

astonished.Ionlythoughtshelostherphoneor

maybeshewasignoringmelikeuKamogelo. 

Ireallyfeltlikeabadfriend,onlycomingnowto

checkuponher.Ihadbeensocaughtupinmy



ownproblemsthatIforgotaboutmyown

friend. 

Me:Isshestill..Isshestill..

Her:She'salive.Shealwaystellsustogoaway

whenweknockonherdoor.Idon'tknowwhat

todo. 

TheMaidcamewiththecookiesandjuice.We

thankedherandsheleft. 

Me:Ihadbeentryingtocallherbutherphone

tookmestraighttovoicemail,Ididn'tthinkit

wasthisserious. 

Her:Itriedgettingyournumberbutsherefused.

Shekepttellingustogoaway. 

Iunderstoodwhyshewassodefeated.She

lookedhurt.Sheaccompaniedmetoherroom. 

Ihadthetraywiththejuiceandcookies. 

Her:Goodluck. 

Shekissedmeonthecheekandleft.Iknocked



onherdoor,aftertakingadeepbreath. 

Thuli:Goaway!Leavemealone. 

Me:Thuli? 

Thuli:Bonga? 

Me:Pleaseopenformemganiwami. 

Thuli:Ijustwannabealone. 

Me:Please.Surelyyoudon'twantmetogo,

aftertravelingthisfartocomevisityou. 

Thuli:Okayfine! 

Iheardherfiddlingwithkeysandthedoor

opened.Shelookedlikeamess.Hereyeswere

swollen,Hernoselookedblockedandshehad

eyebagsunderhereyes. 

Me:Youlookawful. 

Thuli:Icanstillclosethisdooronyourface. 

Me:Sorry

Igotinandshelockedagain.Iopenedthe



windowssoaircangetin. 

Me:It'sstuffyinhere. 

Thuli:Pleasedon'tpissmeoff. 

Me:Sorry. 

Iputthetrayonthetable. 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

Thuli:Youactuallydon'tlookgoodyourself. 

Me:I'mnotheretotalkaboutme. 

Shesighed.Itookacookieandgaveittoher. 

Ialsotookoneandatetoo. 

Me:So? 

Thuli:It'sallamess. 

Me:Whatwrong? 

Shetookadeepbreathinfirst. 

Thuli:EverythingBonga,everything. 

Me:Talktome. 



Shetookabitefromthecookie. 

Thuli:I'mneverdrinkingagain. 

Me:What..Youmeanyou? 

Thuli:Hethoughthecouldtakeadvantage. 

Me:What? 

Thuli:IleftwithhimonSaturday.Wewereall

overeachother.Heconvincedmetogowith

him,Idon'tknowifitwasthealcoholorwhat

butIagreed. 

Shetookanotherbiteandswallowedhard. 

Thuli:WhydoIfeellikethis? 

Me:Ican'tanswerwhenIstilldon'tknowwhat

happened. 

Thuli:Hewasalone. 

Shechuckled.Iwaslisteningattentivelytoher. 

Thuli:Hecamewithabottleofwineagain,

imagineI'mdrunk. 



Me:Hewhat? 

IcouldnotbelieveXoliwoulddothat.Imeanhe

knewshewasdrunkbutstillwantedtogether

moredrunk

Thuli:Wewenttohisroom.Hekeptonforcing

metodrink. 

Shestartedtearingup.Icouldseethiswashard

forher.Itmusthavehurt.Icouldactuallyrelate

tothis.Ireallyprayedthatnothinghappened.I

reallyhopedshewasn'tgoingtobreakthebad

newsIwouldneverwishonanyone. 

Shewipedhertearswithherhands.Ididn't

wanttohugherbecauseIknewshewouldthen

breakdownandwouldstoprecitingwhat

happenedtome. 

Thuli:Ionlydrankoneglass.He-He..Hethen

startedkissingme.Icouldn'tresist,Iwentwith

it.Onethingledtotheother.Iwassuperhorny.

Hetookoffmyclothes. 



Shethenwailedloudly.Ihuggedhertightly. 

Me:I'mreallysorry. 

Thuli:Iwasn'tready.. 

ShecriedagainandIbrushedherbacktillshe

calmeddown. 

Me:I'mreallysorrythishappenedtoyou. 

Thuli:Icouldn'tgoonwithit. 

Ibrokethehugandlookedather.Iwasrelieved.

Iactuallythoughttheworsthadhappened.I

wipedthetearswhichhadfallenfrommyface.

Hercryjustbrokemyheart. 

Me:Soyoudidn't..? 

Shesmiledoverhertears. 

Thuli:No. 

Me:Thenwhydidyoulockyourselfup? 

Thuli:Iledhimon.HewasreadytoputitinbutI

justcouldn'tgoaheadwithit.Iworemyclothes

andjustranoff. 



Me:I'msorry. 

Ihuggedheragain.Iwasjustgladshedidn'tgo

aheadwithit.There'snothingthathurtsas

muchasgivingyourvirginitytothewrong

person.I,myself,wishIwasstillavirginbutlife

happenedandIlivedwithit 

Thuli:Whathappenedwithyou? 

Wehadevenfinishedallthecookies.Isighed

andtoldherallthathappenedwithKamogelo. 

Thuli:Whydidyouleaveyourphonebehind

though? 

Me:Iwasgoingtochurchnje. 

Thuli:Hefeelsneglected.He'llcomearound. 

Me:It'sbeenthreedays. 

Thuli:He'sjustabig,crybaby. 

Me:Youtakingthiseasyyazi. 

Thuli:Ourlivesareprettyfuckedupright. 

Me:Tellmeaboutit. 



Wemadeatoastandlaughedatourmisery.I

forcedhertotakeabathwhilecleaningupher

room.Ialsomadeherbed. 

Wefinallygotoutoftheroom.Hermotherran

toherandgaveheratighthug. 

Hermom:ThankyouBonga. 

Ismiled.Speakingtoheralsomademefeela

bitbetteraboutmyownproblems. 

IwasstillworriedaboutDadhurtingKamogelo

andIalsohopedhecomesaround. 

Ifhedoesn't,Iguessitjustwasn'tmeanttobe. 

I'llhavetosuckitup. 
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Thuli:I'mreallygratefulyoucame. 

Me:I'msorryItooksolongbeforecomingto

checkuponyou 

Shesmiled. 



Thuli:Youcame,that'sallthatmatters. 

Me:I'mgladyoudidn'tgothroughwithit. 

Thuli:Iwouldn'thavelivedwithmyself.This

datingthingreallyain'tforme. 

Isighed.Truthis,that'sexactlyhowIfeltatthat

moment.MaybethingswerebetterwhenIwas

single,whenIdidn'thaveallthesefeelingsfor

Kamogelo. 

Me:I'mbeginningtothinkdatingain'tforme

too. 

Thuli:Don'tbesilly,K-morelovesyou. 

Me:Maybeloveisn'tenough. 

Thuli:YouknowIalmostwentwithitbecauseI

feltIhadtoprovemylovetohimbutI

rememberedyourwords.Youshouldcherish

whatyouhavenoK-more.ALottagirlswould

killforwhatyouguyshave. 

Me:Maybeyourightbutit'sprettyhardwhenI

don'tknowwhereIstand. 



Thuli:He'llcomearound. 

Me:Ihighlydoubtthatbutanyway,thanks. 

Thuli:I'mactuallytheonewhoshouldbe

thankingyou. 

Me:It'swhatfriendsarefor. 

Thuli:Ishouldbuyyouacupwritten"Bestfriend

oftheyear"

Ilaughed.Thulicanbecrazyattimes.We

huggedforthelasttimeandIgotinsidethe

taxi. 

SpendingtimewithThuliactuallymademe

forgetabitabouttheproblemsIwasfacing.

Youknowwehaven'tbeendatingforevena

monthbutalreadywehavingproblems.What's

goingtohappenwhenwe'vebeentogetherfor3

months?Willweevenreachit?Ididn'twantto

doubtKamoorourrelationshipbutagain,I

didn'twanttowastemyheartandfeelingsfora

relationshipthatwon'tevengoanywhere. 



Ijusthadtoberealisticaboutthis.Ilove

Kamogelo,Ireallydobutagain,Ijustwonderif

it'senough. 

IreceivedatextfromdadwhileIwasonthe

taxi. 

Dad:Areyouonyourway? 

Me:I'mabouttogetoff. 

Dad:Good. 

Me:Why? 

Dad:You'llfindoutwhenyouarrive. 

Ididn'treply.Iwascuriousthough.Ijusthope

it'snotanotherKitsosurpriseshame.Dadcan

besecretiveattimesanditalwaysputsaverge

onourrelationship.That'ssomethingIdon't

want.Godknowshemeansalottome,he's

practicallymylife.That'swhyitwashardfor

metoacceptuKitso. 

Igotoffatourgateasusual.Iwasactually

textingnoThuli.Iwaslaughingatherusual



silliness. 

"Alreadyreplacedme?"

IliftedmyheaduptobemetwithKamo's

browneyes.Ididn'tknowifIshouldbehappy

he'shereormadhe'sbeenavoidingmycalls.I

decidedonaplainexpressionbutthatalso

didn'twork. 

Iclickedmytongueandpassedhim.Iwas

pissednow.Hecan'tcomehereandpretendas

ifalliswell,notafterignoringmeforthreedays

evenafterIapologizedandtruthfullytoldhim

whattranspiredpriortomemissinghiscalls. 

NahFam,itdoesn'tworklikethat.IfoundDad

inthekitchen.Sohe'sherewithdad.Right. 

Me:I'mherenow. 

Dad:Where'sKamo? 

Haibo,he'sevenshorteninghisname.Wow.I

clappedonceshame.Ididn'tknowwhatwas

goingonwiththesemalesshame.Suddenly



theyallbuddybuddy?Ididn'tevenwantto

know. 

AllIwantedtoknowwaswhyhewassoeager

formetocomehome. 

Dad:Iaskedyouaquestion. 

Irolledmyeyes.AmIKamogelo'skeepermanje?

Haike. 

Me:He'soutside. 

Dad:Callhimforme. 

Igroanedandwenttocallhim,findinghim

havingasmoke. 

Me:Haunamahloni.Yousmokinginmyfather's

yard?Yoh. 

Iclappedmyhandsonce.Hedidn'tsayanything.

Hecontinuedwithhiscigarette. 

Me:BabaYakbiza. 

Kamo:I'mcoming. 

Ilefthimthereandwentbackinside. 



Me:Uthihe'scoming. 

Dad:Alright,makesometeaformeinthe

meantime. 

Me:Yessir. 

Ipluggedthekettle,halffilleditwithwaterand

allowedittoboil.Itookoutacupandmadehim

histea.That'swhenKamogelocameback. 

IgaveUbabahistea. 

Dad:ThanksNono. 

Me:Pleasure. 

Iwasabouttogowhenhestoppedme. 

Dad:Kamogelohassomethingtosaytoyou. 

Me:SorrytodisappointyoukodwaIdon't

wannahearit. 

Dad:Nokubonga? 

Me:Dad? 

Dad:Yougonnalisten.I'llgodrinkmytea



outside. 

Ihuffedandlethimbe.Dadexcusedus.Isat

downonachair.Hewaslookingatme.

Me:Youjustgonnalookatme? 

Kamo:Whyyoubeingdifficult? 

Me:Difficult? 

Isnickered.Thisguyreallygottabekiddingme

now.I'mtheonewho'sbeingdifficultwhilehe

probablywouldn'thavebeenhereifitwasn't

becauseofdad?Hehasanerveshame.I

shouldbecallinghimdifficult. 

Irolledmyeyesandfoldedmyarms. 

Me:Soyouheretoinsultme? 

Kamo:I'msorry,that'snotthereasonwhyI'm

here. 

Me:Look,ifit'sdadwhoputyouuptothis,you

don'towehimanyfavours.It'sokay. 

Kamo:Areyouevergoingtogivemeachance



totalk? 

Me:Isthatnotwhatyoudoing? 

Kamo:Ineedamomentwithoutyou

interruptingme. 

Me:Oh.Talkthen,Iwon'tinterrupt. 

Kamo:Youpromise?

Me:It'sapromise. 

Heshouldnowknowthatpromisesaremeant

tobebroken.Ifhe'sgonnacomewithshitortry

toshifttheblameonme,Iwon'tjustsitwithout

defendingmyselfshame. 

I'msickandtiredofalwaysallowingpeopleto

walkalloverme. 

Kamo:Alright,thanks. 

Hesatdownonachairoppositemineand

lookedatme.Thisguylikeslookingatmeand

hisstaresareintimidatingbutnottome. 

Kamo:Iknowiveactedlikeajerkthesepast



fewdays. 

Morelikeapervert,coward,shouldIgoon?I

didn'tdisrupthimthough,Ijustlethimtalkand

listenedlikeIhadpromisedto.Thiswasn'tthe

momenttobreakthepromisebutIhadtopay

attentionandlisten,tobeabletofindoutif

there'sanysincerityinhisvoice. 

Ijustnodded. 

Kamo:I'msorryforbeingsuchajerkassandfor

whatIdidonSunday.Leavingyouhanginglike

that.That'snothowamanissupposeto

behave. 

Thissoundedlikesomethingdadwouldsay.I

wonderwhathesaidtohimshame,I'llhaveto

askhimwhenwealone.

Istilllistenedtowhathewantedtosay.You

knowlookingatthisguyinfrontofme,Ijust

wantedtogositontopofhimandkissthe

livingdaylightsoutofhimbutIhadtocontain

myself. 



Kamo:IloveyouNokubonga,withmyallandit

waschildishofmetoactthewayIdid.Believe

me,itwastorturenotspeakingtoyouoreven

holdingyouwhenIsawyoubutIletmypride

dictateforme.Idon'twannaloseyou,God

knowsIwouldn'tsurviveifyouweretoleaveme.

I'mreallysorryforactingthewayIdidandI'd

reallyloveforustofixthings.

TosayIwashappywouldbean

understatement. Iwasecstatictosaytheleast,

thisiswhatIhadwantedtohearhimsayand

more.LordknowshowmuchIlovethisguy.

Yes,Ihardrejectedhimacoupleoftimesbutit

wasbecauseIwasscaredofthelovethathad

beenbrewinginmyheartforhimandnowthat

he'smine,Ididn'twannaletgo. 

IalsodoubtI'dbeabletosurviveifIwereto

losehim. 

Kamo:Babe? 

Me:Mm? 



Kamo:Saysomethingplease. 

Me:WhatdoyouwantmetosayKamogelo? 

Iwasn'tgonnaforgivehimthateasilyshame.

Actually,IhadforgivenbutIwasn'tgoingtolet

himknowthatyet. 

Kamo:Yoh. 

Hescratchedhisheadabit. 

Kamo:MothoWakaokeMoratang. 

Me:TryingtocharmmewithyourTswana? 

Kamo:Isitworking? 

Igiggled.Inoddedwhilegrinning.Hegotupand

squatedinfrontofmethenheldmyhand.He

thenkissedit.Ismiled. 

Kamo:Youforgiveme? 

Me:Yes,yesandyes. 

Kamo:ThankYoubaby. 

Me:It'sprettyhardstayingmadatyour



handsomeface. 

Kamo:Goodtoknowmylooksstillworktomy

advantage. 

Me:Verymuch. 

Kamo:I'dkissyouifweweren't-

Dad:Don'teventhinkaboutit. 

KamoandIlaughed. 

Dad:It'sgoodtoseeyouguysfixedthings.I

missedseeingmybabysmiling,notcryingall

dayandlookingugly. 

Me:Dad! 

Kamochuckled. 

Dad:It'sthetruth. 

Kamo:Well,I'monlygonnamakehercrytears

ofjoyfromnowon. 

Dad:YoubetterorI'llreallybreakyourballs. 

Kamo:Yessir. 



Ijustsmiled.Itwasniceseeingthemgetting

along. 

Kamo:Ihavetogo. 

Me:I'llwalkyouout. 

Dad:Ihopeyouguyswon'tbeexchangingany

salivainmypresence. 

Me:Haidad,giveusabreak. 

Hechuckled.Wewentoutholdinghands. 

Me:Youtakingataxi? 

Kamo:I'llaskThutotocomefetchme. 

Me:Okay. 

Wewalkedoutsidetheyardandstoodundera

treethatwasahouseawayfrommine.Kamo

calledThutowhosaidhe'sonhisway. 

Kamo:Imissedholdingyoulikethis. 

Hehadhishandsonmywaist.Igiggled. 

Me:Oh? 



Kamo:Yes. 

Hebroughtourbodiestogether. 

Me:Westillinthestreets. 

Kamo:Idon'tcare.Theyshouldmindtheirown

business. 

Hishandwenttomybutt. 

Me:Kamogelo 

Kamo:What? 

Hisotherhandcuppedapartofmyfacewhich

hebroughtclosertohis.BecauseI'mshortand

he'stall,Ihadtostandonmytoes. 

Kamo:Alsomissedthese. 

Hewastalkingaboutmylips.Hethensmashed

hislipsonmine,whilehishandwassqueezing

mybutt.Ihadmyhandsoverhisneckaswe

exchangedsaliva,completelygoingagainst

Dad'sorders. 

Thehootingofacariswhatmadeusbreakthe



kiss.ItwasThuto. 

Me:Yourrideishere. 

Ifrowned.Ididn'twanthimtogo. 

Kamo:Don'tdothat. 

Me:Idon'twantyoutogo. 

Kamo:I'llmakeituptoyoubabe. 

Me:When? 

Kamo:Fridaybabe,I'mtakingyouout. 

Me:Likeonadate? 

Igrinned.Henoddedwithachuckle.Iwas

excited.Thiswasgoingtobelikemyfirstdate

everandourveryfirstdate.Itwasgoingtobea

firstwithhim.Sosadhewon'tbemyfirstin

everythingbutthiswasalsoabigdeal. 

Kamo:Onefortheroad? 

Me:Onewhat? 

Kamo:Kiss.WhywereyouthinkingVele? 



Me:Iwasn'tthinkingofanything. 

Ireallywasn'tthinkingofanything.Wekissed

shortly. 

Kamo:Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby. 

ThutohootedandKamoshovedhimamiddle

finger. 

Hekissedmeontheforehead.Hethenleft

afterspankingmyass.Igiggledgoingback

home. 

Dad:Yousuretookyourtime.

Me:Byedad. 

Idisappearedintothebedroomandchanged

intonormalclothes.IwashungrynowsoIwent

tocooksupper. 

Dad:Hetoldmehowgoodofacookyouare. 

Me:Haudad,youalwayseatmyfood. 

Dad:Ineededtohearitfromhisperspective. 



Me:Henevertoldmethatthough. 

Dad:Wellyousuredidmakeanimpression. 

Me:I'mglad. 

Icontinuedwiththepotsthendishedupforthe

bothofuswhenIwasdone. 

IwasreallyhappyKamoandIwerefine.To

thinkIhadbeendoubtingourcompatibilityand

relationship,IknewIwouldhaveregrettedit

hadIterminatedthingswithhim. 

Ireallylovehimandthegoodthingis,heloves

metoo. ￼ ￼

.
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DadwasstillreluctantwhenIaskedhimwhat

hedid.Hewasn'tabouttosayanythingandI

knewIwasfightingalosingbattle.Kamowon't

tellmetoosoIgaveuptrying. 

IwasexcitedaboutourdateonFriday,Ihad



thosebutterfliesinmystomach.Icouldn'twait

andIwasevenabitrestless.Youknowthat

feelingonehadinPrimarywhenyougoingona

schooltripthefollowingdayandyouwouldnot

evensleepinthepresentday?That'sthefeeling

Ihad. 

Iwasreallylookingforwardtoit,Ididn'teven

worrymyselfaboutwhatI'mgonnawear.My

mainfocuswasonthedateit'sself. 

Idon'tknowwhyIwassooverlyanxiousbutI

reallycouldn'twait. 

IevenhadadreamaboutI'mtellingyou.You

knowwhenyoucan'twaitforsomethingto

happenyouthinkaboutitallthetime?Well,it

wasinmymind. 

IwonderifKamogeloknowshowexcitedIam

rightnow. 

ItwasThursday,meaningthedateistomorrow.

Itwouldhavebeenbetterifhehadn'ttoldme

causeIwouldn'thavebeenthisexcitedhlena. 



Anyway,Iwokeupandbrushedmyteeth.Dad

wasn'tinthehousebuthiscarwasoutside.I

brushedmyteethandwashedmyface.Iwas

hummingsoftly,Iwaszealous. 

Infact,Iwonderhowmymoodwasgoingtobe

ksasaseeingI'malreadyzealousforadatethat

hasn'thappenedyet.Canyoublamemethough?

Ifeltspecial.Ihaveneverbeenonadate

before. 

Dad:Someoneisinagoodmood. 

Igiggled. 

Me:WhatcanIsay?It'sagoodmorning,the

birdsaresingingandthesunisshiningbright

outside. 

Hechuckled.Ijustlethimbe. 

Dad:YoudoknowIwasn'tbornyesterday

right? 

Ichuckled.Iknewwhatwascomingafterthat.

Yazibabalikesactingtoooldandhe'sonly



what?40years?Yeah. 

Me:I'mnotlyingthough.Yououtside,obonile

ukbathesunisupandshiningbrightly. 

Dad:Iwasn'ttalkingabouttheweathermina. 

Me:WheredidyougoVele? 

Dad:Tryingtochangethesubject? 

Ichuckled. 

Me:It'sjustaquestion. 

Dad:IwenttotheLandlordtoputonnotice. 

Me:Why? 

Dad:Wemovingoutofhere 

Me:What? 

Iseriouslycouldn'tbelieveweweremoving.I

meanthingsweregoingwellformenow,I

didn'twanttorunanymore. 

Yes,wehaddonethatalotbutIthoughtwe

weresettlingdownnow.Moving? 



Iwasn'tsureaboutthat.Atleastifheaskedme

oratleastdiscusseditwithmefirst.IknowI'm

justachildinthishousebuthewastalking

aboutmyfutureaswell.Iknowhe'stheparent

andhe'stheheadofourfamilyanddecision

makerbutIalsolivehereaswell,Ishould

matter. 

Dad:Don'tworry.It'sforthelasttime. 

Me:Idon'tthinkyougetthisdad. 

Dad:What? 

Me:Youdidn'tdiscussitwithmefirst.Imean,

whatifIhadn'taskedyouwhereyoucoming

from?Whereyoujustgoingtotellmetopack,

wegoing? 

Heclearedhisthroat.Iwasn'ttryingtoactupor

anythingbutIfeelIshouldhavebeeninformed

theminutehestartedlookingforanotherplace

forustostay.Icouldhavehelped. 

WhatifIdon'tlikewherewemoving?WillIbe



forcedtojustsuckitupbecauseI'mnotpaying

orcontributingtotherent?Itsucksbeinga

childsometimesshame. 

Dad:Iwasgoingtotellyouthough.

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathim.Fromwhat

Iwasseeing,hewasnevergoingtotellhim.I

seriouslydon'tknowwhatchanged.Weusedto

makedecisionstogether,regardlessofhow

smallorbigtheywerebutnow,nowIfeellikeI

nolongermatter.Henolongerasksformy

opinion.Notevenonapiecehe'swrittenora

certaintopichewantstopursue. 

WasitKitso?Imeanthingschangedtheminute

shecameintothepicture. 

Me:Ireallycan'tbelieveyounow. 

Dad:Don'tdothatNono. 

Me:Thingsaren'tlikebefore. 

Isatdownandhedidtoo,rightnexttome. 

Dad:Lookbaby,nothingchanged.I'mstilldoing



what'sbestforyou,forus. 

Me:How'smovingwhat'sbest? 

Dad:Wemovingintoabiggerhouse,withspace.

Whereyou'dgetyourownroomandspace. 

Me:Whatain'tyoutellingme? 

Dad:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Reallydad?Youdon'tseewhat'sgoingon

LA? 

Dad:Ithinkyoujustreadingtoomuchinto

things. 

Me:Nodad.WhatIthinknolongermattersto

you,younolongeraskformyopinionin

anything.NgathiminaI'mnothingmorethan

yourdaughter. 

Dad:That'snottrue. 

Me:Really?MaybeI'mimaginingthingslike

ushilobutmaybeI'mnot.Eitherway,it'sfine. 

Igotup.Iwasdefeatedactually.Ijustdidn't



wanttoargueorfight.Iwasscaredthough.I

wasscaredofLosingmyfathertoher.Things

weren'tlikethiswhenitwasjustustwoonly. 

MaybeI'mreadingtoomuchintothingsor

maybeIwassayingthis,scaredofthereality

thatmaybe. 

Dad:Look,baby,I'mstillhere.Thisisstillme. 

Me:Ithurtsyounolongerseemethesame. 

Dad:That'snottrue. 

Me:Thinkaboutit. 

Itookmyphoneandtookawalk,tojustclear

mymind.Weweremovingoutofher,thatwas

hardtobelieve. 

Theendofthemonthisnextweek,meaning

thiswasprobablymylastweekhere. 

Ididn'tevenaskwherewemovingbutIdidn't

thinkitmattered. 

Dadsurelydidn'tthinkofaskingmefor



anythingsowhynotjustembracewhateverhe

throwsatme. 

It'ssadrealizinghowlittleyoumatterto

someonewhomeansawholelottoyou. 

Ibeggeddestinytoletthisbeonlyonmymind

causeifit'strue,Iwon'tbeabletoendure. 

Myphonerang,relievingmeofthethoughts

thathadbombardedmymind. 

Me:Hello. 

"HeyBongz"

Igiggled.ThatwasThuli,Icouldjusthearfrom

hervoiceandthenicknameshecalledmewith

confirmedit. 

Me:Unjanimganiwami? 

Thuli:I'mgettingthere.Ishouldbeaskingyou. 

Me:Idon'tknowhey,Ireallydon'tknow. 

Thuli:What'swrong? 

Me:Everythingiswrongnje,everything. 



Thuli:Yanlahlamanje.Whatareyouonabout? 

Me:Mylifeisamess. 

Thuli:IsitK-more? 

Me:What?No. 

Thuli:Whatthen? 

Me:Mydad.Hesaidwemoving,nextweek

nogalandIhadtoaskhimbeforehespilledthe

beans. 

Thuli:Moving?What?Where? 

Me:Andazi,Ididn'task. 

Thuli:Soschool? 

Me:Ihaven'taskedthatfar.Theproblemis,he

didn'tdiscussthiswithmefirst. 

Thuli:Maybehehadhisreasons. 

Me:Well,hecouldhaveatleastenlightenedme

aboutthosereasons. 

Thuli:Yourfatherisagoodman,Iknowhedid



whatbestforthebothofyou. 

Me:Yousupposetobeonmyside. 

Thuli:I'mjusttryingtoseethisfrombothsides.

Don'tbetoohardonhimaboutthis. 

Me:Whateverman. 

Thuli:Youjustlikeyourboyfriend,youhard

headed. 

Me:Andhowdoyouknowthatabouthim? 

Thuli:Comeon,youalwaystellme. 

Me:I'msorry,Ijusthavealotonmymind. 

Thuli:YoustillhavingtroubleswithK-more? 

Me:Nope,wecoolnow. 

Thuli:Oh? 

Me:Yeah,he'seventakingmeoutonadate

tomorrow. 

Igrinnedlikeshecouldseeme.Thisdatething

reallyhadmymoodonahundred,regardlessof



whatever. 

Thuli:What?!

Idon'tknowifIwasimaginingthingsorwhat

butwhatIheardinhervoicewasn'texcitement. 

Ididn'twanttoreadtoomuchintothingslestI

beblowingthingscompletelyoutofproportion. 

Me:Yeah. 

Thuli:Oh. 

Itsoundedlikeafrown.IexpectedThulitoat

leastbehalfasexcitedasIwasbutDololo. 

Me:What'swrong? 

Thuli:Youveryluckyfriend. 

Me:I'mnotfollowing. 

Thuli:K-morenevertakesagirlonadateor

evenspendmoneyonher. 

Me:Howdoyouknowthat? 

NowIwascurious.Shewastalkingasifshe



knowshimmorethanIimaginedshedid.

MaybeImightbetheonewho'sinthedarkhere.

Imean,itsoundedliketherewasmoretothis

thanIhadimagined. 

ItactuallysoundedlikeUThuliwasn'ttellingme

somethingandIwonderedwhat. 

Thuli:Don'tbelikethat. 

Me:I'mjustasking. 

Thuli:YouKnownawethatK-morehasa

history. 

Me:Yeah,eish,Itendtoforget. 

Well,Iwasn'tgoingtoignorewhatmyinstincts

weresaying. 

Femaleintuitionisneverwrong,never.Couldit

beshedeceivedme? 

Mymindwasgoingcrazy.SuddenlyIwasn't

lookinguptothisdate. 

ImadeaU-turnandwentbackhome.Ididn't



wanttothinkalotaboutthisbutIcouldn't

ignorewhatmyconsciencewastellingme. 

Dad:Youback. 

Me:Umm,yeah. 

Iwenttoboilsomewaterfortea.Ihadn'teaten

eversinceIwokeup. 

Dad:Lookbaby,I'msorrythatImadeyoufeel

leftout.Itreallywasn'tmyintentionandI

promisethatfromnowon,thingsaregonna

change. 

Mymindreallywasn'there.WasIstressingfor

noreason?Iwasevenhavingamildheadache. 

Dad:Nono? 

Me:It'sokaydad. 

Dad:Areyouokay? 

Ifakedasmile. 

Me:Yes,I'malright. 

Dad:Don'tforgetthatIknowyou. 



Me:Dadplease. 

Imademyteawithafewslicesofbread,twoto

bemorespecific. 

Ididn'tevenspreadanythingonthebread. 

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattothinkbutmymind

wasstuckontheworst. 

.
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Idecidedtogotakeanapforawhile,myhead

wasbuzzing.Iwassmellingbetrayalandthat

leftasoartasteinmytongue.

Whenyoulovesomeone,whenyoutrulylove

them,you'ddoanythingforthem. 

Ididn'twanttothinkofthetwomostimportant

peopleinmylifebetrayingme.Theywouldn't. 

Thuli'sbehaviorwasjusttoosuspicious. 

Iknewsleepingwouldbeasenseofpeaceto

me,itprobablywon'tlastbutforthoselittle



hours,it'dbesomething. 

Wakingup,Iwasaloneinthehouse.Iwentto

thekitchenandfilledtheurnandkettlethen

simultaneouslyswitchedthemon.Ineededa

cupofstrongcoffee.Black,withnosugar.It

wasactuallygoingtohelpmethinkstraight. 

WhereAlcoholisabsent,caffeinealways

comesin. 

Myphonerangandinsteadofasmileflashing

onmyface,itwasafrown. 

ItwasKamoandIreallywasn'tinthemoodfor

him. 

Isighedthenansweredonthesecondring,

rollingmyeyes. 

Me:Hello. 

Kamo:Heybaby. 

Me:Yeah. 

Kamo:Andthen? 



Youknowhisvoiceusedtobringbutterfliesin

mystomachbutnowitwasirritatingmelikea

mosquitowhenyoutryingtosleepallbuzzingin

yourear. 

WhywasIlettingmysuspicionsgetthebestof

me? 

Ihadtopullmyshittogether,Iwasn'tgoingto

letThulifuckthingsupforme. 

TheleastIcoulddoisatleastpretendtobe

happy,thoughthatwasgoingtobehard. 

Me:I'msorry,Ijusthadasmallargumentno

baba. 

Thatwastechnicallynotaliethough. 

Iknowwepatchedthingsupbutatleastitonce

happened. 

Kamo:Oh? 

Me:Yeah,hedroppedsuchabombonme,

tellingmewemoving. 



Kamo:What? 

Me:Yeah,Iwasjustassurprised. 

Kamo:Soschool? 

Me:YouknowThuliaskedmethesame

question.Youguysthinkalike. 

Kamo:Youhaven'tansweredmyquestion. 

Me:I'mstillgonnagotothesameschool. 

Kamo:That'sarelief. 

Me:Ya

Sarcasmatitsbest.Iwasactuallyfeelinglike

thefoolinallthis. 

Whatifsomehowthiswasapremeditated

conspiracyagainstme? 

WhatifNobuhlewasalsoinonthis? 

Coulditbeallthiswasanact?

Kamo:Babe? 

Ihadactuallyzonedoutyetagain.Ithought



sleepingwouldhelpbutIwaswrong. 

Me:I'msorry,youweresaying? 

Kamo:DintshangkaWena? 

Me:I'mfine,justgotalotonmymind. 

Kamo:SeemsIcaughtyouatabadtime. 

Well,hesureashelldid.That'sforsure.A

wholeLottathingshappenedtodayand

everythingwasleavingmeinturmoil. 

Me:Umm,no. 

Kamo:Kaobora? 

Me:Cha. 

Kamo:I'llcallyoulater. 

Me:Babe. 

Kamo:Iloveyou. 

Hehungup,notgivingmethechancetoreply. 

Me:Fuck. 

Idecidedtocooktotakemymindoffthings.It



alwayshelps. 

Afterdrinkingtwocupsofcoffee,Itookabath

andworeanold,shortdress.ItwashotandI

wasgoingtospendthewholedayendlini. 

Istartedwiththepots.IwantedmeatsoImade

steak.

Ialsocookedpapandmadegravyand

coleslaw. 

DadcamewithKitso,someoneIwasexpecting

butke,Ihadtogetusedtoherbeingindad's

life. 

Kitso:Hey. 

Me:Hi. 

Ismiled. 

Dad:Ihopeyoumadeenough,seemslike

Kamogeloisnottheonlyonewhocan'tget

enoughofyourfood. 

Ichuckled. 



Me:Ialwaysmakeenough. 

IfIdidn'tloveEconomicsasmuchasIdo,I

wouldhavedonecookingAtschool. 

Ifinishedcookinganddishedupforthethreeof

us. 

Kitso:Don'tyouwannadoyourhair? 

Me:Imbi? 

Shegiggled. 

Kitso:No,Iwantedustogoout. 

Me:Youmean,onlyus? 

Shenodded.Thatactuallydidn'tsoundlikea

badidea.It'llhelpmegetmymindoffthings. 

Me:I'dlikethat. 

Kitso:Cool,wecanbuyafewclothes. 

Me:Youpaying? 

Shelaughed. 

Kitso:Yeah. 



Me:Good,plusIgotadatetomorrow. 

Dad:HowcomeIdon'tknowaboutit? 

Me:Youdoknow. 

Thisdatewasgoingtobetheperfecttimefor

metoknowwhatIsreallygoingonhere. 

IknowKamowouldneverlietomeoratleast

that'swhatIthought. 

Aftereating,Iwenttochangewhilesheoffered

todothedishes 

Iworeaboyfrienddenimdungarees,witha

whiteplainT-shirtandblackandwhiteAllstars.

Ilookedlikesomepantsulachick,allIneeded

wasabuckethat.Haha. 

Anyway,shewasdriving.Ididn'tevenknowshe

could. 

Me:Ithinkit'stimeIlearnedhowtodrive. 

Kitso:Youdon'tknow? 

Me:NopebutnoukiYakgalla. 



Shelaughed.Myvoicealwayssoundsfunny

whenItryTswana. 

Iwasn'toffendedthough. 

Kitso:Icanteachyou. 

Me:I'dlikethat. 

Kitso:We'llstartonMonday. 

Me:Yay! 

Thatwassomethingelsetolookforwardto. 

Wepackedatthemallandstartedatthesalon. 

IdidlongboxbraidsinBrownandyenashejust

relaxedherhair. 

Ilookedbeautiful,eventookafewsnaps. 

Istillhadn'tactivatedafacebookaccount.Iwas

hesitatingtoopenone,don'tknowwhythough. 

Iputoneofthepicsasmydisplaypictureon

WhatsAppandloggedoff. 

MyphonebeepedwhenwewereatLegit. 



Kamo:YoulookdashingmyQueen. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Thanks. 

Weboughtsomejeansandevenadressfor

tomorrowandshoes. 

WethenwenttoSportsceneandsheboughtme

aFloralprintNikeHuarache.

Iwassohappy.Ihuggedhertightly. 

Kitso:Okay..can'tbreathe. 

Igiggledandbrokethehug. 

Me:I'msorry.I'mjustsograteful. 

Kitso:Youwelcome. 

WewentfortakeawaysatMcDonaldsandthen

drovebackhome. 

Ifeltabitbetterafterallthatretailtherapy. 

.

.



￼ ￼ ￼
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Iwokeupearly.Idon'tknowwhy,probably

becauseIwasanxiousforthedate. 

Iwasn'tgoingtoletThuliandhershenanigans

ruinthisforme. 

Ibrushedmyteethandwashedmyface.Iwas

goingtobatharound10.Kamowasgonnapick

meupat12pmandIcouldn'twait. 

Me:Morning. 

Isaidtodad,whowasdrinkingteawhile

readinganewspaper. 

Dad:Morningbaby. 

Dadisalwaysupearlyandhealwayssleeps

afterme.Isometimeswonderifheevenever

sleeps. 

IfilledthekettlewithwatersoIcouldalso

makemyselfacupoftea.Ialsobutteredslices



ofbread. 

Weeatbreadsomuchnowadaysbutagain,I

wasn'tcomplaining.Iwenttositnexttodad. 

Dad:HowdiditgowithKitso? 

Me:Yazidad,Ineverhearyoucallingherbaby

orsweetie.Petnamenyana. 

Dad:She'sahumanbeing,notapet. 

Me:That'snotwhatImeant.Beabitromantic. 

Dad:Haisuka.Iwasn'taskingforrelationship

tips,Iwasjustaskingasimplequestion. 

Me:Wehadagoodtimetogether.She'sreally

funtobearound. 

Dad:I'mgladyouallgettingalong. 

Me:Metoo. 

Aftereating,Iwenttowashthefewdishesthat

weretherebeforeboilingwaterusingtheurn

andpassingtime,chattingtoKamo.Istillhadn't

forgottenaboutitbutIjustwasn'tlettingit



affectme. 

Me:I'mfeelingabitoff. 

Kamo:Don'tdothat. 

Me:Dowhat? 

Kamo:Youtryingtofindexcusesnottogoout

withme. 

Me:Likemyheadisabitheavy.Ithinkit'sthese

braids. 

Hechuckled.Iwasjustmessingwithhishead. 

Insteadoftextingback,hecalledmeandI

giggledbeforepickingupwhilegoingoutside

forsomeprivacy. 

Italkedinawhisper,Ihadtopullouta

convincingactphelajusttomesswithhim. 

Me:Kamogelo. 

Kamo:Don'tpissmeoffKhensani!

IwantedtolaughbutIcontainedmyself. 



Me:Nottooloud. 

Iheardhimgroan.Ireallywantedtolaughmy

assofatthatpoint. 

Kamo:Youshouldbegettingready. 

Me:Ican'tevengetmyheadoffthepillow. 

Kamo:I'lltakeyoutothedoctor. 

Me:Amedicalroommakesmepuke. 

Kamo:Nokubonga!

Ilaughedoutloud.Ijustcouldn'tcontainit

anymore,IwasgoingtodieofLaughter.Iheard

himclickhistonguebeforehangingup.Ijust

laughedmore. 

Youknowhowirritatingitiswhenyoutryingto

beseriousthensomeonelaughswithout

ceasing,it'sactuallyannoying. 

Ipreparedmybathingwaterthentookabath.I

driedandlotionedafter. 

Iworeablackdress,oneIboughtyesterday.It



wastightbutnottootight,withshortsleeves

andjustabovemyknees.Imadetwobunswith

mybraids.Ionlyputonpondsandabluematte

lipstick.Iworebigsilverhoopearringsand

woremyHuarache,I'mnotafanofheelsand

Kamoneversaidit'saformaloccasion.Either

way,Iwasn'ttryingtoimpress. 

Dad:Youlookexquisite. 

Me:Don'tsneakuponmelikethat. 

Igiggled. 

Dad:Ihadtocomeseeyou. 

Me:Iwasgonnacomeout. 

Dad:Ifheeverbreaksyourheart.. 

Ilaughed.I'mprettysurehehadmadethe

messageprettycleartohimaswell. 

Me:Igetitdad. 

Dad:Idon'twantanyonemakingmyprincess

cry. 



Me:Hewon't.Youheardwhathesaid,I'monly

gonnacrytearsofjoy. 

Igrinnedandhechuckled,shakinghishead. 

Dad:Youcanneverbetoosureaboutthat.He's

aboyafterall. 

Me:Idon'twannahearitdad. 

Itookmybagandphonethenkissedhimonthe

cheek.Kamowaswaitingoutsideforme. 

Me:Don'twaitup. 

Dad:Don'ttestmeNokubonga. 

Ilaughed.Iwasonlyjokingnje.Iwavedathim

thenleft. 

Hewasleaningonthecarandwhenhesawme,

hebithislipandIgiggled,hidingmyfacewith

myhands.Hewaswearingablackchinowith

anolivelongerlengthT-shirtandBlackAdidas

NMD. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek. 



Kamo:Youlookmarvelous. 

Me:Thanks,younottoobadyourself. 

Heopenedthedoorformebeforegoingtohis

side.Hestartedthecaranddroveoff. 

Me:Sowherearewegoing? 

Kamo:Dros. 

Me:FancyIsee. 

Kamo:I'mtryingtoimpress. 

Me:AndhereIwasthinkingI'mtheonewho

shouldimpress. 

Kamo:Youkiddingright? 

Me:No. 

Kamo:Youdon'tknowhowIfearsomeone

snatchingyouawayfromme.Someonewho's

notasannoyingasIamorwho'snotasfullof

themselves. 

Me:IloveyouJustthewayyouare.Cometo

thinkofit,you'dbeboringifyouweren't



annoying. 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Youweird. 

Me:Andyoulovemejustthesame.

Kamo:Youknowmetoowell. 

Me:That'sfunny.SometimesIthinkIdon't

knowyouatall. 

Kamo:Whatdoyoumean? 

Me:Don'treadtoomuchintoit 

Kamo:Alrightbaby. 

Iwasgoingtoaskhimwhat'sthedealwith

ThulibutInotyet,lestIruinourdatebeforeit

begins.I'llhavetofindtheappropriatetimefor

that.Maybelaterwhenhedrivesmehomebut

atthatmoment,Idecidedtofocusonthe

present.Ourdate. 

Hecametoopenmydoorafterparking. 

Kamo:DidItellyouhowsexyyoulook? 



Me:NopeunlessIforgot. 

Kamo:Youlookgorgeousandsupersexy

MAMI. 

Igiggledandblushed. 

Me:Thanksbaby. 

Hehadmadeareservationsotheytookusto

ourtable,whichhadanintimatesetting.We

tookawholelotofbeautifulpictureswithhis

phoneofcourse. 

Afterourdate,wewentwindowshoppingwhile

holdinghands.Itwasactuallyoneofthebest

daysofmylife. 

Kamo:Ilovethis. 

Me:Whywelookingatlingerieagain? 

Kamo:Iwannaseeyouinoneofthese. 

Ichuckled.Myboyfriendissonaughtyguys,I'm

evenusedtoit.Hemightnotwannahavesex

withmeyetbuthe'salwaystalkingallkinkyand



alwaysmakingmeshy.Ithinkhedoesitin

purposejustsohecanhavemeallshyand

quiet. 

Me:Iwouldn'tevenfitinthere. 

Hewasholdingasmallsexyblacklingerie.He

chuckled. 

Kamo:Youthinkyoufat,that'syourproblem. 

Me:I'mthick. 

Kamo:Youasize34.

Myjawdropped.Iactuallydidn'tthinkheknows

that. 

Me:Yazelaphi? 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Really?HowlonghaveItouchedyouall

over? 

Me:Mxm. 

Hejustchuckled. 



Kamo:I'mbuyingthis. 

Me:Don'ttellmeyoucrossdress. 

Kamo:AndifIdo? 

Myeyespoppedout.Thatcan'tbetrue.He

didn'tlooklikethegaytype.NotthatIhavea

problemwithgaypeoplebutIcan'tbedatinga

guywholikeswearinggirlsclothes.Thatwould

besoawkwardandweird. 

Iswallowedhardandhelaughed,leavingmeall

astonishedlikethat. 

Me:Soyoudocrossdress? 

Kamo:Don'tbesilly. 

Hewasholdingablackandredlingerie.Ithad

likeathongwhichwastransparent,Iactually

wonderifanyonewouldevenbecomfortable

wearingthat.Ithadabraandatransparentlace

topkinderthing. 

Kamo:Nowthiswouldbeperfectforyou. 



Me:I'llneverwearthat. 

Kamo:We'llsee. 

Me:Kamogelo! 

Kamo:Let'sgopay. 

Hedidn'tevenhesitate,hetookmyhandand

wewenttopay.

TherewasnotthatmuchofalongQueue.After

paying,wewentout. 

Me:Youreallyboughtthat? 

Kamo:YepandI'mkeepingitforyou. 

Me:WhatmakesyouthinkI'deverwearit? 

Kamo:Trustme,youwill. 

Me:We'llsee. 

Kamo:Yeah. 

Wewenttowatchmoviesafter.Itwasaround

3pm.Wewatchedaromcom.Afterthemovie,

wewentforice-cream. 



Me:Ineverreallythoughtofyouasthe

romantictype. 

Kamo:I'mactuallynot,it'sallyou. 

Me:Me? 

Kamo:Yeah,youmakingmesoft. 

Me:Thatcan'tbeabadthing. 

Kamo:ItisbutI'ddoanythingforyou. 

Me:Anything? 

Kamo:Anythingbutnotcuttingoffmydick. 

Ilaughed.Ishouldhaveexpectedhimtosay

somethingthatexplicit. 

Me:CanIaskyousomething? 

Kamo:What? 

Me:Promisetobehonest. 

Kamo:YouknowI'malwaysfrontwithyou. 

Thiswastheperfectmomentformetoask

aboutThuli.Iknowshe'smyfriendandIshould



beaskingherbutwiththewaythingsare,Ihad

toaskhimfirst. 

Thulimighttellmesomethingcontrarytothe

truth. 

Me:What'supwithyouandThuli? 

Heraisedhiseyebrowatme.Idon'tknowwhy

helikesputtingonthisintimidatinglook.He

shouldknowbynowitdoesn'tscaremeabit. 

Kamo:Ochojwang? 

Me:Itoldheryoutakingmeoutthenherreply

wasdefinitelynotwhatIexpected. 

Hechuckled.Okay,didIjustsayajokeor

somethinghilariouswithoutnoticing?Angazi

Ke. 

Ilickedmyicecreamwhilewaitingforhimto

saysomething.

Kamo:I'mnotsurprised. 

Me:Oh? 



Kamo:Yourfriendhasnotbeencompletely

honestwithyou. 

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 

Kamo:Whydoyouthinkshesuddenlychoseto

beyourfriend? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Ireallydidn'tthinkshe

wasmyfriendforacertainreason.Imeanshe

hadnevergavemeareasontodoubtheruntil

now. 

Me:WeinthesameclassandIdidn'thaveany

friends. 

Kamo:Youdoknowshe'sbeeninthesame

schoolsinceGrade8right? 

Inodded.Ididn'tknowwhatthathadtodowith

anythingthough. 

Me:WhatamImissing? 

Weweresittinginsomewoodenchairsatsome

foodcourt. 



Kamo:She'snotasinnocentasyouthink. 

Me:I'mreallylostnow. 

Kamo:Okay,I'llbecompletelyhonestwithyou. 

Me:I'dlovethat,thankyou. 

Kamo:Well,therewasapartywhenIwasdoing

likeGrade10.Itwasthosepensdownparties

organizedbythematrix. 

Me:Youmeantwoyearsago? 

Kamo:Yeah.Soyouknowme,I'vebeenrunning

thisschooleversinceIsatmyshoeshere. 

Irolledmyeyes.Hedidn'thavetosaythat

though. 

Kamo:Anyway,shewastheretoo. 

Me:I'mnotsureIstillwannahearwhatyou

gonnasay. 

Kamo:Ineedyoutohearitfrommebabe. 

Me:Alright. 



Kamo:SoIwastoomuchofaplayerthen,

fuckinganythingthatwearsaskirtandshe

happenedtobeoneofthose. 

Me:Ithoughtshewasavirgin. 

Hechuckled.Iwasnowasconfusedasever.I

meancoulditbeshealsoliedtoXolani?What

thehellwasgoingonhere? 

Kamo:Itoldyoushe'snotasinnocentasshe

playsouttobe.Iwasn'teventheonlyonewho

tappedherthatnightandifIwasn'tdrunk,that

wouldnothavehappened.Imeanlookatme.I

regretteditfromthatnightandI'veonlybeen

toleratinghercauseshe'syourfriend. 

Me:Wow. 

That'sallIcouldsay.Iactuallyfeltdizzyfrom

allhehadsaid.Iknowhewouldn'tlietome. 

AllIwonderedwas,whywouldThulilietome? 

Istillthinktherewassomemissingpartsinthis

story. 



Me:Whathappenedafter? 

Kamo:Imovedontothenextchick. 

Me:Imean,she'salwaysbeenyourfanand

thenshealsotoldmeyouneverevenspenda

dentonagirl. 

Kamo:She'sright. 

Me:Howdoessheknowallofthis? 

Kamo:ShebecamefriendswitheverygirlI

datedfromthen.SomehowshethoughtI'dgo

forhersoshe'dalwayscreateavergeand

makethegirldoubtme. 

Me:Yousayingshecaughtfeelings? 

Kamo:Shejustwantstobeclosetomeina

way.Befriendingmygirlfriendmadeherthink

she'sclosertomeinaway. 

Me:ButIwasn'tyourgirlfriendwhenwe

becamefriends. 

Kamo:Sheknewyou'deventuallyfallformy



charms,Imean,nogirlcanresistthis. 

Irolledmyeyesandhechuckled. 

Me:Yeahright,mubiza. 

Kamo:Waitsekababa. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek. 

Kamo:Pleasedon'tlethercomebetweenus. 

Me:Iwon't. 

Kamo:Good. 

IwasreallydisappointedinThuli.Howcould

she? 

AllalongIthoughtshewasmyfriendbutshe

wasonlyinterestedinmyboyfriend. 

Imeansheevenliedaboutbeingavirginwhen

shelonglostit.Whatmorecouldshebelying

about? 

Idefinitelycouldn'ttrustsomeonewhowasn't

frontwithmewhenallIeverdidwasconfide

andbehonestwithher. 



She'smyonlyfriendsolosingher,Idon'tknow. 

WhatIdidknowwasthat,Iwouldn'tbefriends

withsomeoneIcan'ttrust. 

Ivaluehonestyaboveeverythingelse. 
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Wewerestandingnexttohiscar.Justafterice

creamandeverything.Ididn'twanttothink

aboutwhathehadtoldmejustyetandasmuch

asIwantedtobelievehim,Ididn'twanttopick

asideyet.Yes,he'smyboyfriendandI'd

choosehimoveranyoneanytimebutThuliis

alsomybestfriendandasmuchasIdon'ttrust

hernow,she'sbeenwithmethroughthickand

thin. 

IfKamogeloislyingtomeinanyway,Ireally

wouldnotseeafuturewithhimnomore.I've

beennothingbuthonestwithhim,nomatter

howharditwasopeningupandIexpectexactly

thesamethingfromhim



Kamo:So,youokay? 

Ismiled.Ireallyhadagooddaywithhimand

wetookawholelotofpictures.Ifthingsweren't

thiswaywithThuli,shewouldhavebeenthe

firsttoshareallthiswithher. 

Me:I'malrightbabyandIhadagoodtimewith

you. 

Kamo:I'mgladyoudid. 

Hetookmyhandsintohisthenstood,facing

me.Ihadtolookupathim,consideringhe's

tallerthanme. 

Hestaredatmeforawhile,asifsearchingfor

something.It'slikeoureyesweredoingthe

communicationandsomehow,Icouldn'ttake

myeyesofhisandneithercouldhe.Itwasan

earthstoppingkindermoment,ifyouknow

whatImean. 

Me:Iloveyou. 

Hishandswenttomyfaceandcuppedittoo.I



meanteachandeverywordthere. 

Hebroughtourfacestogether,Icouldfeelhis

breatheonmyface. 

Kamo:Iloveyousomuch,ithurtssometimes. 

Ismiled.Iwasjustfeelingabituneasy,Iknow

it'sallinthepast,whatevertranspiredbetween

ThuliandhimbutIstillneededtoknowthefull

story. 

Ourlipscollidedanditwasreassuringofour

loveforeachother. 

Theonlyproblemwasifitwasrealornot.Istill

havethisfeelingthatthere'ssomethinghe'snot

tellingme. 

ShouldIjustignoreit?AmIimaginingit?From

whatIheard,femaleintuitionisneverwrong. 

Whenwebrokethekiss,heopenedthedoorfor

meandIgotin.Hestartedthecaranddrove

off. 

Heparkedinsideouryard. 



Kamo:Thanksagainfortoday. 

Me:Ishouldbethankingyou. 

Kamo:I'mgladyouenjoyed. 

Me:Itwasnice. 

Kamo:Nice? 

Me:Yes. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek.Heleftwiththe

lingerie,Ididn'tevensayanythingaboutitto

him. 

Itwasjustafter5pm.Dadwasn'thome,he

probablywenttochurch. 

Itookoffthedressandchangedintodad'sT-

shirt. 

IthenwenttowatchsomeTV. 

IhadnoplansforSaturday.Istillwanted

answersandthebestthingwasformetoat

leastvisitThulibutwhatifshetellsme

somethingcontradictorytowhatKamosaid? 



HowwillIknowwhichoneistellingthetruth. 

.

.
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Thefollowingweek,Iwashelpingdadwith

packing.Thiswasfinallyit.Weweremovingout

ofhereandhopefully,somewheremuchbetter.

Iwascontentwitheverythingnow. 

Ibelievedhewasdoingwhathesawfitasthe

headofourfamily.Havingmyownroomwas

somethingIwasreallylookingforwardtonow.I

actuallycouldn'twait.Ievenimaginedhowit

wouldbelike,isitgonnabebig?Thedecor,

everythingnje.Istillhadn'tseenwherewe

movingandIdidn'tevenknowthelocation.Dad

saiditwasasurpriseandIanxiouslycouldn't

wait. 

Me:Thisisit!

Iwasactuallyexcited.IknowatfirstIwasnot



upwiththisideabutthinkingaboutit,Itwas

actuallyagoodthing.Thismeantwewouldno

longerberentingbuthavingourownhouse.I'm

nottalkinglivinginsomeoneelse'syard.I

hadn'tevenaskeddadhowhewasableto

affordallofthis.Iwasjusttoohappytoworry

aboutlittlethings. 

Dad:Yep! 

Me:It'sstillhardtobelieve.Wemovingintoour

ownhouse. 

Igrinned.Iwassuperexcited.Wecouldfinally

buypetsandotherstuffwehadbeenunableto

ownbecauseofrenting.Youknowevery

landlordhashisownrulesandwehadno

choicebuttoabidebythem,atleastallofthat

hadchangednow.Weweregoingtolive

accordingtomyfather'srules,notsome

randomstrangerandthiswaslibertyforme.

Notthelibertytoberecklessbuttobe

comfortableandwithnoworriesoftomorrow. 



Dad:Youready? 

Inodded.Wehadloadedeverythingintothe

truck.Hehadhiredittohelpwithourstuff. 

Wehadpackedeverything.Theroomwas

practicallyempty. 

IthoughtKitsowouldbeherewithus,Ididn't

askmydadaboutitbutIwassortof

disappointedwhenIdidn'tseehercoming. 

Dadlockedthehouseandtookthekeytothe

mainhouse. 

Wewenttohiscaranddroveoff,withthetruck

followingbehindus. 

CanyoubelieveIwasgoingtoseeourhomefor

thefirsttime? 

Iwassoexcited.Icouldn'twait. 

Theneighborhoodwedroveintosomehow

lookedfamiliar. 

Itwasamiddleclasssuburb.Thehouseswere



singlestoriesbutprettyhuge. 

Iwonderedifthisishowourhouseislike.I

didn'tevensleepinthecar,Iwasthatexcited

shame. 

Thecardroveintosomehugehouse,Ireally

thoughtwewerelostbutthetruckalso

followedin. 

Me:Yougottabekiddingme! 

Hejustsmiled.Iscreamed.Iwasstillinthecar.

Dadevencoveredhisearswithhishands. 

Icalmeddown. 

Me:ThisisIt? 

Henoddedchuckling.Igotoutimmediatelythe

carstopped.Kitsocameoutofthedoor. 

Ididn'tevenrunaroundthehouse,I

immediatelywenttothrowmyselfinherarms. 

Iwashappytoseehershame,Ihadmissedher

somuch. 



Ibrokethehugafterafew.Shesmiledatme

thengavemeakissonthecheek. 

Kitso:Someonemissedme. 

Me:Somuch.Younevercametovisit,fora

wholeweek. 

Kitso:Iwashelpingcleanthehouseforyour

fatherandbuyingsomefurniture. 

Me:CanIgetin? 

Kitso:Ofcourse,I'llgiveyouatour. 

Dadwassomewhereoutside,Ididn'tevencare

abouthimthatmoment. 

Therewasn'tmuchfurniturebutitlooked

beautiful.Abigspaciouskitchen,Thedining

areawascombinedwiththelounge.Ithadfour

bedrooms,allensuites. 

Ineverimaginedmydadwilleverbeableto

affordsuchabighouse. 

Itevenhadaprayerroom,I'mthinkingKitso's



ideaandamovieroom. 

ThatIwasn'texpectingandastudy,probably

fordadwithacollectionofbooks.You'dthink

it'salibrary. 

MyroomwasInpurple,myfavoritecolor. 

IthadabigQueensizebed,asmallflatscreen

TV,astudytableatthecorner,withalampand

thoseofficechairs. 

TherewasasmallcouchinfrontoftheTV.

TherewasalsoabigwindowwithwhichIcould

lookattheneighborshouse. 

Iwassoinlovewithmyroom.Ievenjumpedon

topofthebedforafewminutes. 

MyphonerangsoIthrewmyselfonthebedand

laidonmybackthenanswered. 

ItwasKamogelo.Ihadforgottenabouthim,

ThewayIwasexcitedaboutournewhouse. 

Me:Baby. 



Kamo:Hey,youokay? 

Me:Yeah,you? 

Kamo:I'mfine.How'sthenewhouse? 

Me:Sobeautiful,Ican'tgetenoughofit.Ihave

myownroom,withabathroomandTV. 

Kamo:That'snice. 

Me:Itis. 

Kamo:Baby? 

Me:Yeah? 

Kamo:CanIaskyousomething? 

Me:Umm...Okay. 

Kamo:Whenlastdidyouspeaktoyourfriend? 

Me:Who? 

Iknewwhohewastalkingabout.Ionlyhave

twoFriendsandIwasprettysurehewasn't

talkingaboutKagisobecauseweweren'tthat

close. 



KamohasneveraskedmeaboutThulibefore

andhimaskingmenowmademymindrun

wild. 

Icouldn'tfathomwhyhe'daskwhenIlast

spoketoherandwhatIwasmissingfromthis

unbalancedequation. 

Itleftmeinturmoil. 

Kamo:Thuli. 

Therewasacertainanxietyinhisvoice,Idon't

knowifIwasjustimaginingitorifIwasright. 

Cometothinkofit,Ihadn'tspokentoThuliever

sincethedateissue. 

Ihadjustbeenavoidingherandonly

rememberedhernow. 

Ijustcouldn'tentertainheroverthephone,I

neededtoseehersoshecouldclearallthis

confusionandfillinthemissingpiecesin

Kamo'sstory. 

Me:Lastweek,why? 



Hechuckledbutitwasasfakeascanbe.Iwas

nowstartingtodoubtmyboyfriend. 

Ihatedbeinginthedarkandhewasnow

pushingmedeeperinthedungeon. 

Kamo:Ithoughtmaybeyoutalked..Youfriends

afterallandIthoughtyouconfrontedherafter

whatItoldyou. 

Me:Ididn't. 

ButIwasplanningto.Ididn'twanthimtoknow

thatthough,whoknowswhathemightdo. 

Iwasjustconfusedandtriednottoletmy

insecuritiesgetthebestofme. 

Kamo:Alright,sowhereisyournewhome? 

Me:Nowthatyouask,Ithinksamestreetas

yours,justnotsure. 

Kamo:Youkiddingright? 

Me:Absolutelynot.Theneighborhoodlooks

familiar. 



Kamo:Imeanifyouhere,thatmeansIwon't

havetogomilesjusttoseeyou. 

Me:AsifIlivedthatfar. 

Kamo:I'mjustsayingitmakesthingsbetterfor

us. 

Me:Iguessyouright.Look,Igottago,step

momiscallingme. 

Kamo:She'salsomovingin? 

Me:Umm...Idon'tknow.Daddidn'ttellme

anything. 

Kamo:Oh,okay.Iloveyou. 

Me:Metoo. 

Ihungup.Ilied,Kitsowasn'tcallingme.Ijust

neededtohungupsoIcanthink. 

Idon'tknowwho'sfoolingwhohere. 

KamomustthinkI'mstupid.NowIhadmore

reasonnottobelievethelittlestoryhespan

me. 



Ididn'tknowifIshouldcryorstopblowing

thingsoutofproportion. 

MaybeIwasthinkingtoomuchaboutallthis.I

didn'tknowifIshouldbelievehimornot. 

Butwouldhelietome?Ihadbeensohonestto

himabouteverything,surelyhewouldn'tdome

likethat. 

Isighed.Idecidedtonotoverthink.I'llputAll

thepiecestogetheronceIhearThuli'sside. 

Ifit'sallinthepastthensurelyIcan'tletit

affectthepresentright. 

Iwenttothekitchen.Allourstuffwereputin

theirrightfulplaces.Onlymybagsofclothes. 

Iwenttoputitallinmyroomthenwent

outside. 

Therewasabeautifulgardenattheback.Itwas

ofrosesandLillie's.Thearomawasjusttoo

heavenly. 

Kitsowaswateringtheflowers. 



Me:It'ssobeautiful. 

Kitso:Likeyou,yeah. 

Shelookedatmewithasmile.Ijustlaughed,

shakingmyhead. 

Kitso:Youokay? 

Me:Yeah,why? 

Kitso:Youlookabitstressed.Troublein

paradise? 

Isighed.Ididn'tthinkitwasallthatobvious.

Shetookoffherglovesthentookmyhandand

wesatonawoodenbunkjustnexttothe

garden. 

Me:Idon'tknowifI'moverreactingornot. 

Kitso:Youknowyoucantalktome. 

Me:Ican'tputanameonitbutIthinkthere's

somethinggoingonbetweenThuliandKamo. 

Kitso:Woah.Isshenotyourfriendandhe,your

boyfriend? 



Me:They'rebothbeingweird. 

Kitso:Enlightenmeplease. 

Isighedandfiddledwithmyfingers. 

Me:Atfirst,shewassupportingourrelationship,

andbeforewedatedshe'dbegmetoaccept

himandstuff,sayingshewouldn'teventhink

twiceaboutit.Shewasafanofhimandat

times,I'deventhinkshelovedhimmorethan

me.ThenwhenItoldheraboutthedate,she

becameweird.ShemadearemarklikeKamo

nevertakesanyoneoutonadateandshedidn't

soundhappyforme. 

Kitso:DidyoutellKamo? 

Me:Idid.Hetoldmetheyonceshaggedabout

twoyearsagoandThulihasbeenonhistail

eversincethen,befriendingallhisgirlfriends. 

Kitso:Youbelievehim? 

Me:Iwanttobutitalldoesn'taddup.Thulitold

meshe'savirgin.NowKamocalledmetoday,



askingwhenlastIspoketouThuli. 

Kitso:CanItellyoumyview? 

Me:Please. 

Kitso:Itseemsthey'rebothhidingsomething

fromyou.Ithinkthere'ssomethingKamogelo

doesn'twantyoutofindoutandIdon'twantto

scareyoubutIthinkthere'ssomethinggoingon

there. 

Me:SoI'mnotimaginingthings? 

Kitso:Nope.It'sonlybestyouhearThuli'sside

ofthestory.Itmighthelpshedsomelight. 

Me:YourightIguess. 

Kitso:Nowcheerupandforgetaboutthemfor

awhile.How'syourroom? 

Me:It'sbeautifulandpurple.Iloveit. 

Ismiled.ItwasgoodtohearIwasn'tjust

imaginingthings.Kamogelo'sstoryjustwasn't

convincingenoughformeandKitsoisright,



therewassomethinghedidn'twantmetofind

outandIhadtofindoutwhatthatis. 

WhatifI'mjustarandombetandallthis

relationshipisfake?

Thethoughtalonescaredmeknowinghowin

loveIamwithKamogelo. 

IcouldnotsurvivelosinghimandIdidn'twant

to. 

Kitsosaidweshouldgogetstartedondinner

andIdidn'tdecline. 

Cookingisliketherapyforme,italwayshelps

takemymindoffthings. 

Dadcamewhilewewerecooking.Hekissed

bothofusonthecheeks. 

Dad:How'smytwofavoritepeople? 

Us:Good. 

Hesmiled. 

Dad:I'mglad.HowareyousettlinginNono? 



Me:Verywelldadbutthere'ssomething

missing. 

DadandKitso:What? 

Ilaughedattheirtwinningandtheyendedup

joiningmetoo. 

Me:Geez,it'snothingbig. 

Dad:Khulumaphela. 

Me:Adog. 

Kitso:Soitcanbitevisitorsorevenworse,us? 

Ilaughed.Shelookedscared. 

Dad:Shehasafearofdogs.

Couldhavefiguredthatoneout. 

Me:Don'tworry,we'llgetaharmlessone. 

Kitso:Youmeanonewithoutteeth? 

Ilaughed.Shereallywasscaredofdogs.Ithen

stopped. 

Me:No,howwilliteatwithoutteeth? 



Kitso:Wecouldjustgetacat,it'sharmless. 

Me:Bazoisenbenzisatobewitchus. 

Kitso:That'sabsurd. 

Me:Iwantadog. 

Kitso:Iwantacat. 

Webothlookedatdad.Heraisedhishandsup,

asifsurrendering.

Dad:I'mnotgettinginvolved. 

Hegotupandwenttothelounge.Ijust

laughed. 

Ihatecats,Kitsoisscaredofdogs,thiswasa

hardoneshame. 

Ihelpedherpreparethediningtablewhenwe

weredonewithcooking. 

Dadcame.WeallsatdownandsaidGrace

beforedishingupforourselves. 

Me:SoKitso,youmovingintoo? 



Shelookedatdad,wholookedathisfood. 

Kitso:Doyouwantmeto? 

Me:ThishouseistoobigforjustdadandI. 

Kitso:ThenI'llmoveintoo. 

Me:Dad? 

Dad:Shelongmovedinbeforeus. 

Me:What? 

Ipushedheralittle. 

Kitso:Sorry. 

Shegiggled. 

Me:NowIfeellikeafool. 

Kitso:Yourdadshould'vetoldyou. 

Me:Heowesme. 

Dad:I'mstillhere! 

Welaughed.Itwasnicebeingwiththem. 

Kitsowasmorelikeasistertome,notamother.



I'veheardofstepmothersbeingevilbutshe

wasfarfromthat. 

Sonextweekisschool.Icouldn'twaitonly

becauseIwantedtoseeThulianddealwith

this. 

KamowouldjusthavetotakeabackseattillI

knowthewholetruth. 

Ihadto.Iftheyhidingit,itmustmeanit's

somethingbigandmyguessis,itwasprobably

goingtohurtme. 

Ratherbehurtthanthetruththancomforted

withalie.Aliehurtsforever. 

Ivaluehonestysomuchthatthinkingthey're

lyingtomeaggravatedmesomuch.IdoubtI'd

beabletotrustthemagainorevenallowthem

intomylife. 

Ican'tassociatemyselfwithliarswhileIhardly

tellaliemyself. 

Itdoesn'tworklikethatfam. 
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IhadagreedtomeetupwithKamo.I

discoveredheonlylivedfivehousesfrommine.

Ican'tsayIwasn'tlookingforwardtoitbut

againImissedhim.Apartofmewantedto

avoidhimbutmyheartcouldn't. 

Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutwhathecouldbe

hidingfromme.Itjustmademefeelsouneasy

andIalsodidn'tthinkI'dbeabletohandlethe

truth,shoulditcomeout. 

Anyway,Itookabath.Canyouimagineitwasn't

inthesmallbasinI'musedtosoitwasvery

refreshing. 

Anyway,afterbathingIdriedandlotioned.I

woreablueskinnyjeanswithablacklong

sleevesshirtandflipflops.It'snotlikewegoing

onadateorsomething.AnywayIletmybraids

loosethenIputonLabellolipbalmonmylips. 

Itookmyphone.ItwasWednesday,it'sthelast

weekofrecessandIcouldn'twaitreally. 



IhadtotalkwithThuli.IknowIcouldjustgoto

herhousebutIcouldn't.Iwasscared.Asmuch

asIwantedtoknowthetruth,Iwasscaredofit

hurtingmeinanyway. 

IfoundKitsointhekitchen.It'sjustaround

11am.Idon'tknowwhyhewantedustomeet

soearlybuthey. 

Me:Helloagain. 

Kitso:Hiibaby.

Shewasn'tlookingatmebutwhensheturned,

herjawdropped. 

IlookedatmyselfandIreallydidn'tsee

anythingwrong. 

Me:What? 

Kitso:Ohno,it'snothing.Youlookbeautiful.WA

kae? 

Icalmeddown.Ireallythoughttherewas

somethingwrong,thatImissed. 



Me:Thanks.I'mgoingtomeetwithKamo. 

Kitso:Ohkanayousaidhestaysaroundhere. 

Me:Yeah,pleasetelldadifhecomes. 

Kitso:Ofcoursebaby.Besafe. 

Me:It's11amMa. 

Kitso:YouknowwhatImean. 

ShewinkedandIlaughed.That'snever

happeninganytimesoon. 

Me:Eeuwno. 

ShechuckledandIjustleft,sendingKamoa

textthatI'monmyway. 

Me:Youbetterbeonyourwaytoo. 

Kamo:Youcouldjustcometomyroom. 

Me:Idon'tknowyourhousethatwellandwe

agreedonmeetingeachotherhalfway. 

Kamo:Youdon'tknowmyhouse?You'vebeen

heretwotimes. 



Me:AreyoucomingorshouldIgoback? 

Ihadn'tgottenoutoftheyardyet.Ihadtoknow

ifhe'sonhiswayornot.Ididn'twanttoexhaust

myselffornil. 

Kamo:Idon'tseeyouthough,whatyou

wearing? 

Me:I'mnaked. 

Igotoutoftheyardandstoodontheroad.I

sawhimfaraway.Istartedwalkingtohis

direction. 

Kamo:Iseeyou. 

Ididn'treplybutjustwalkedtohim.Wehugged

shortly. 

Ididn'twanttoendupcryinginhisarmscause

thewarmthofhisembracemademe

emotional. 

KnowingImightnotbeabletofindcomfortin

hisarmsagain. 



Kamo:Hey. 

Inodded.Isuddenlydidn'tknowwhattosayto

him.Ireallydidn'thaveanythingtosaytohim. 

Kamo:Youokay? 

Me:Yeah,you? 

Kamo:Iam.Soyougoingwithmeor? 

Me:Ummyeah,wecan'tjuststandintheroad

likethis. 

Kamo:Ofcourse. 

Hetookmyhandandwewenttohishouseand

nowIknewI'dneverbeunabletospotit. 

Weweresilentonthewaytohisroombutit

wasn'tawkward.Itwasjustcomfortable

silence. 

Heunlockedthenwegotin.Isatdownona

couch.

Kamo:CanIgetyouanything? 

Me:No,I'mfinethanks. 



Kamo:What'sreallygoingon? 

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 

Kamo:Younotyourself. 

Me:Really? 

HesatdownnexttomeonthecouchandI

turnedtofacehim. 

Kamo:Youhardlytalktomeandwhenyoudo,

it'sjustnotthesame. 

Me:I-Ididn'trealise. 

Heheldmyhand,Ilethimbe.Iwasjusthaving

somuchdoubtaboutus. 

Icouldn'tunderstandwhyhecouldn'tbehonest

withme.Lyingtomecannotbeprotectingme,

it'sdeceivingme. 

Kamo:IloveyouKhen,IdoandIdon'twanna

loseyou.Pleasetellmewhateveritisthat's

botheringyousowecandealwithittogether,

asacouple. 



Isowantedtorollmyeyes.Hewantsbetotell

himwhilehecan'tevenbehonestwithme.It

doesn'tworklikethatFam,itdoesn't.Ihadbe

sohonestwithhim,frontabouteverything

becausefromwhatIknow,Honestyisagood

basisonwhichonebuildsagoodfoundationin

arelationshipbuthewasn'thonoringthat. 

Me:There'snothingbotheringme.YouknowI

wouldhavelongtoldyoubecausethere's

nothingthatI'veeverhiddenfromyou. 

ThoughIcan'tsaythesameaboutyou,I

wantedtosaybutwithheldit.Ididn'twantto

alarmhimaboutthelittletrustIhaveforHim

andThuli.Cometothinkofit,itwasbetter

whenmyfatherwastheonlypersonwho

matteredtome,Kitsobeingpartofthelist

now. 

Kamo:Yousure? 

Me:Yes,I'msureKamogelo. 

Kamo:Okay,noneedtogetmad. 



Me:I'mnotmad. 

Kamo:Yousureyoudon'twantanything? 

Me:Whatcanyoupossiblygiveme? 

Kamo:Nare,what'swiththeattitude? 

Me:MaybeI'mPMSing. 

Irolledmyeyes.Hewasseriouslypissingme

offnow. 

Hestoodupthenlookedatme.HowIwishI

hadabubblegum,I'dbepoppingitbynow. 

HeranhisfingersacrosshishairandIknewhe

wasfrustrated. 

Kamo:I'mcomingback. 

Me:Leavingmewithwho?Yourcouches?Will

theykeepmecompany? 

Kamo:Khensani! 

HishandformedafistandIjustrolledmyeyes.

HesnortedthenleftandIjustgotupandthrew

myselfonhisbed. 



How'sthatformeetingupwithmyboyfriend?I

shouldhavejuststayedathome. 

Itookoutmyphone.ItwasreallytimeIcreated

thatfacebookaccountandIthought,whynot

now? 

I'llworryaboutwhotoaddlater.Ididand

uploadedmyprofilepicturesopeoplecanknow

it'smethenopenedaninstagramaccountthen

switchedmydataoff. 

KamogelowasstillnotcomingandIwas

seriouslygettingbored.IlittheTVandwatched

somerealityTVshowwhilewaitingforhim.He

tookroughly40minutesandIwasbeyond

mad. 

Kamo:Ibroughtsomesnacks. 

Me:Mm. 

Kamo:Youmad? 

Me:Isthatatrickquestion? 

Kamo:Iwantedustospendtimetogether,not



fight. 

Me:Isee. 

Kamo:I'msorryKhensani.I'msorryforleaving

youaloneafteraskingyoutocomehere.I

neededtocalmdown. 

Me:I'msorryforfuckingyourmoodup. 

Kamo:What'sgoingonwithus? 

Me:SIyajolanje. 

Itooktheplasticwithsnacksfromhim.Then

tookoutapacketofcrispsandstartedeating. 

Kamo:YoureallyPMSing? 

Me:Yeah. 

Kamo:Youknowwhatthismeans? 

Me:What? 

Kamo:There'sahighchanceofyoufalling

pregnantifweweretohaveunprotectedsex

now. 



Me:WhywouldIwannafallpregnant? 

Kamo:Iwantababy. 

Me:Wahlanya. 

Kamo:Oh? 

Me:I'mnothavingababyat17Kamogelo. 

Kamo:Younot17yet.

Me:Iwillbeintwoweeks. 

Kamo:Sowhatdoyouwantforyourbirthday? 

Me:Adog. 

Kamo:Really? 

Me:Yep. 

Hegrinned.Ishruggedmyshoulders.Iwanted

totellmewhathemeansbythat. 

Kamo:Youamazing,youknowthat? 

Me:Iam? 

Kamo:Anyothergirlwouldhavewanted

earringsorapairofshoesorbagorsomething



expensivebutyou,you... 

Ichuckled. 

Me:I'moneinamillion.

Kamo:Youreallyare.Imissedhearingyour

chuckle. 

Me:Youdid? 

Kamo:Yeah. 

Hewassittingnexttomeonthebed.He

brushedmychin.Welookedateachother,not

sayinganything.Hebroughthisfacecloserand

wesharedakiss. 

Whentheschoolopened,Iwasanxious.Ifit

wassomeotherday,Iwouldhavebeengrumpy

andnotreadytogobackbutitwasdifferent

thistime. 

IwantedtogosoIcanfinallygettheanswers

I'velongbeendesiring. 

IwokeupbeforemyalarmsoIswitcheditoff



immediately.Dadhadanormal8-5jobnow,

Godhasreallybeengoodtohim.Iwasworking

onrepairingmyownrelationshipwithGod

almightytoo.IknowI'llgetthere. 

I'vebeengoingtochurchregularlyonSunday's,

thoughI'venotmentionedbefore. 

Itookabath,driedthenlotioned.Iworemy

stockings,schoolskirt,golfshirt,shortsocks

andschoolshoes. 

Imadeabunwithmybraids,packedonmy

booksintomyschoolbagthentookitandwent

tothekitchen. 

Me:Goodmorningfamily. 

Dad:Morningbaby. 

Kitso:Morningdear. 

Isatdown.Idishedupthebreakfastwhichhad

beenpreparedandate. 

Kitsowasalsogoingtoworksoweallwentinto

Mydad'scar.It'savansoimaginehowitwas. 



Igotoff.Hehadgivenmemylunchmoneyand

taxifare. 

Schoolwasn'ttoofarfromhomethough.Itook

abreath,knowingthatthiswasfinallyit. 

IfoundThuliatthegateandwehugged.Inow

knewIcouldn'tavoidherforever. 

Thuli:WhatdidIdotoyouBonga?Youdidn't

answermycalls,avoidedmytexts.Iwentto

yourprevioushouseonlytohearyouhad

movedalready. 

ThesirenrangjustasIwasabouttoreply.I

wouldhavesaid,'Youbecameatwofacedbitch

'butIdidn't.NotwhenIdidn'tknowtheentire,

fullstory. 

Me:We'lltalkatbreak. 

Thuli:Oh,Umm..Okay. 

Wewenttoputourbagsdownthenwentto

assembly. 

Noonesaidathingtotheother.Immediately



whenweenteredtheclassfromassembly,the

teachercametoo. 

Wecouldn'ttalkthensoweconcentratedonthe

lessoninstead. 

Thebellrangforassemblyandwegotoutof

theclass. 

Me:Whatareweeating? 

Thuli:Piesandcoke,I'llpay. 

Moremoneyformeshame.Whosaysnoto

freefoodafterall? 

Inoddedandwewenttobuythenwenttositat

ourusualplace. 

Thuli:I'msorryaboutwhatIsaidaboutK-more.

Ihadnoright. 

Me:It'sokay. 

Thuli:Iknowthat'swhyyouhavebeenavoiding

me. 

Me:It'snotonlythat. 



Thuli:Oh? 

Me:IaskedKamoaboutyou. 

Hereyespoppedout.It'slikeshewasseeinga

ghostbutitwasonlyme. 

I'mthinkingshewasn'texpectingthatfromme. 

Shewastrembling,Ididn'tknowifitwasshock

orshewasreallynervous. 

Me:Areyouokay? 

Sheswallowedhardandnodded.I'mnotafool.

Iknowtherereallywassomethingbigtheywere

hidingandIneededtoknow. 

Thuli:I-I..Umm..W-Whatdid..He..Say? 

Me:Youstuttering. 

Sheclearedherthroat. 

Thuli:I-I..I'mjustcurious. 

Me:Hehadalottosay. 

AlthoughIactedcalm,Iwasactuallyanxiousto



knowwhatI'mmissing.Iwantedhertotellme,

withouthavingtodigthetruthfromher.Ihadto

besmartaboutthis,beforeblowingthingsup. 

Thuli:Oh?

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme?Ithoughtwe

friends. 

Ipretendedtobehurt,disappointed.Truthis,I

wasinturmoil. 

Thuli:I-I'msorry.IpromisedK-morenottoruin

thingsforhim.Whenweagreedtobeinan

openrelationship,Ineverinterferedinhis

relationshipsandneitherdidheonminesoI

couldn't...

Ididn'theartherestofwhatshewassaying.My

mindwasstillonthe"openrelationship"part.

DidIhearright?Openrelationship?Iwasjust

tooshockedtoevenreact.Icouldn't

comprehendwhatshesaid.Ididn'twantto

believeit.Icouldn't. 



Me:O-Openrelationship? 

Kamonevermentionedarelationshipbetween

them.Notonce.Iwasn'texpectingthat. 

Ihadtoknowthis.ImeanIknewhewasn't

completelyhonestwithmebutnowIwas

findingouthewasn'thonestatall. 

Shecoveredhermouthwithherhands.Iguess

shethoughtIknew. 

Thuli:Umm..I. 

Me:Yousaidopenrelationship? 

Thuli:I-Ithoughtthat'swhathetoldyou. 

Ichuckledindisbelief.Istoodupandsatdown

again.Imoutheda"wow"beforelookingup

thenlookingatherwithastraightface. 

Me:Yougonnatellmeeverything.Imean

everything,asinwithoutleavinganythingout. 

Thuli:I-

Me:I'mnotaskingyouThulisile,I'msureashell



tellingyou! 

Ishouted,earningafewstaresbutIdidn'tcare. 

Thuli:I-IwasdoingGrade8.Ihadjustarrivedin

schoolsofittinginbecamehardforme.He

foundmesittingalonebecauseIdidn'thave

anyfriendsandwebecamefriendsfromthen.

Hekeptmecompany,weatetogether.Ialways

madetwolunches,forhimandI.Wegotmore

andmoreclosetillheproposed.Isaidyes

becauseIalsofeltthesameforhim. 

IalwaysthoughtThulilovedhim,Ialwayssawit

butIneverentertainedit.Shewastheone

pushingustogetheranditalwaysseemedhe

knewmuchabouthimmorethanIdid.Asmuch

aseverywordwaslikeaneedlestabintomy

heart,Ihadtolisten.Ihadtofullyknowthe

wholestory. 

Iwipedthetearswhichhadsuddenlydecidedto

fall,shewasalsocrying.Ihadtobracemyself

forthepainfulandheartbreakingtruth. 



Thuli:Hewasmoreexperiencedthanmewhen

itcomestorelationshipsandIwasstupidlyin

lovewithhim.Oneday,therewasaparty

organizedbythematrixsoIheaskedmetogo

withhim.IagreedbecauseItrustedhim.Iwon't

gointodetailsbuthebrokemyvirginitythen.

Heassuredmehe'llalwaysbehereforme.

WhenIwasdoingGrade9,hestartedcheating

ashegotmorepopular.I'dtrytoleavehimbut

myheartcouldn'tandhe'dassuremethathe

lovesonlyme.That'swhenwedecidedon

havinganopenrelationship,toavoidhurting

eachotherandwe'dbothtelleachotherwho

wedating. 

Me:I-Ithoughtyousaid...Ithoughtyousaidyou

avirgin. 

Thuli:He'stheonlyguyI'vesleptwith.Icouldn't

sleepwithXolibecauseofhimsoItoldhimI'm

avirgininstead. 

Me:Soyousaying...I-II'masidechick? 



Thuli:He'snevertakenmeoutonadate,he's

neverspentevenacentonme.Healwaystold

mehe'snoromantic. 

Me:Whydidyou..Whydidyouletusbe? 

Thuli:IknewhewantedyouandIknowhe

alwayscomesbacktomeandIactually

thoughtitwasjustforsex. 

Me:What?! 

Ishouted.Icouldn'tbelievethis.Istoodup.I

wasmad,IwashurtandIwasangry.She

deceivedme,hebetrayedme,theyliedtome

andIfeltstupid.Thetearsjustfell. 

Shecameandtriedtotouchme. 

Me:Keepyourfilthyhandsoffme! 

MorelearnersweregatheredaroundusbutI

didn'tcare.Iusuallydon'tlikeitandavoid

havingattentiontomyselfbutIdidn'tcare. 

Thuli:Bonga



Shewassobbing.Islappedherandthecrowd

gasped"woah"

"What'sgoingonhere?!"

ThatwasKamo'svoice.Ilookedathimwith

tearsflowingfrommyeyes.Thulihadtears

flowingwithaherhandonhercheek. 

HelookedatThulithenme.Thulinoddedathim,

theywereprobablycommunicatingwiththeir

eyes. 

Kamo:BabyI-

Islappedhimtoo. 

Me:Saveitforsomeonewhogivesafuck.It's

over. 

Thecrowdwent"Woah"again.Irantomyclass

withKamogelofollowingmebutIdidn'tcare.I

tookmybag. 

Heblockedthedoorwithhisbody.Hetried

touchingme. 



Kamo:Khenpleasejust-

Me:FuckoffKamogelo,gocomfortyour

girlfriendoftwofuckenyears. 

Ididn'tknowwhereIgotthestrengthbutI

pushedhimoffthedoor.Iranoutoftheyard,

notcaringwhattroubleIwasgoingtogetinto. 

Istoppedataxiandgotinwhilesobbing.It

droppedmeoffrightatmygate. 

Iopenedthedoor,leftmybagdowntheranto

myroom.WhenIgotin,Ithrewmyselfonmy

bedandjustcriedloudly,wailing. 

.

.
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"KhensaniIloveyou" 

"Iloveyousomuch"

"IloveyouKhen"

"Kagorata"



"I'veneverlovedanyonethismuch"

"Iseeafuturewithyouinit"

"Iloveyousomuchithurts"

"Iloveyoubaby"

Idon'twannagoon.Icannotevencountthe

numberoftimeshe'sassuredmeofhislovefor

me.Ibelievedhim.Iwasreallythatstupid.I

actuallythoughthemeantit,hesoundedso

sincere.Washereallythatmuchofagood

actor? 

Icouldn'tfathomhowsomeonecouldplaywith

another'sheartlikethis. 

I'vebeenthroughthisbutithasneverhurtthis

much.Iactuallyfeltlikemyheartwasripped

straightoffmychestwithmecompletely

consciousandexperiencingeachpain,

screaminginagonywhilebeggingformercy. 

Ithurtsomuch.IthurtmorethanwhenIlost

myvirginity.Ithurtmorethananybitterwords



I'veeverbeentold. 

Iactuallyfeltlikesomeonewasstabbingmy

heartwithoutceasingandnoamountoftears

wasabletomakethepainstop. 

Ithurtmorethangrowingupwithoutamother. 

Idon'teventhinkthedeathofsomeoneclose

hurtsthismuch. 

Iwasmadatmyheartforhavingfellthisdeeply

forKamogelo.KnowingthatIbrokeupwithhim

didn'tevenmakeitbetter,ithurt.Ithurt

becauseit'shim.Hebetrayedme,heplayedme

anddeceivedmewithhissweetwordsthatmy

stupidheartdecidedtobelieve.Ithurt. 

Thewayhesaidmynamealwaysmademe

melt.Thewayhe'dstaredeeplyinmyeyeswith

hissparklingbrowneyes,hisintimidatinglook,

thefeelofhissoftlipsonmine,hiskissesthat

alwayssentshiversdownmyspineandthe

butterfliesI'dgetinmystomacheverytimehe

holdsmyhand.Itwasallalie. 



Why?Whywouldhedosomethingsocruelto

me?Itrustedhim.Itrustedhimwithmyheart

andsoul. 

Youknowitwasbetterwithmytwoexes.I

knowwhattheywanted.Sex.Ijustcouldn't

understandwithKamogelo.Wehadn'teven

slepttogether,heneverevensuggestedit.He

alwayssaidhewon'thavesexwithmenow.

Alwaysbraggedabouthowhecouldhaveany

bitchbendoverforhim. 

Whatnevercrossedmymindwasmybest

friendfuckingmyman.Myman...Thatsounds

sowronginallsenses. 

Me:Thuli'sman. 

Ichuckled.IwouldhaveneverthoughtI'dbe

sayingthat.Ican'tbelieveIwasamereside

dish. 

"Ithoughtitwasjustsex"

Herwordsechoedinmymind.Myownfriend.I



shouldhaveknown.Shewastoogoodtobe

true. 

Stupidthingwas,Iconfidedinher,Itrustedher

andtoldhereverythingbutshedidn'tvalueour

friendshipthatmuchtobehonestaboutmeof

thesimplestofthings. 

They'vebeentogetherfortwoyears!Two

fuckenyears! 

Iwasstillinmyuniform.Ihadbeenlockedupin

myroomeversinceIcameback. 

Myheadwaspounding.Ihadamassive

headachefromallthecryingbutthetearsstill

streameddownmycheeks.Thepainwas

tremendous. 

Youknowattimeslikethis,I'dusuallybeso

suicidalbutthethoughtneverevencrossedmy

mind. 

IguessIhadreallygrownfromallthat. 

Someoneknockedonmydoor.Ijustignored



them. 

"Nono?"

Thatwasdad.Iwasn'tinthemoodforhim.I

justneededtobeleftalone. 

Icoveredmyearwithmypillow.Thebangingon

thedoorgotlouder.Whycouldn'ttheyjustleave

mealone? 

"Babypleaseopenup.Ijustwannaseeifyou

okay"

Okay?Okay?I'mfarfrombeingokay.I'mmad,

I'mhurt,I'mangry,I'minpain,I'mjustamess. 

Icouldn'tsaythattohim.Ijustneededtobe

aloneandcrythepainaway. 

NotthatcryinghelpedbutitwastheonlythingI

coulddoatthatmoment. 

Isobbedloudly.Icouldn'tholditinanymore.It

hurt.Myheartwasbreakingeachmoment. 

Whycouldn'tthepainjustgoaway?Why



couldn'titgetbetter?Instead,Ifeltitgetting

worseeachmillisecond. 

Dad:Babyplease,youhurtingmenow. 

Icouldhearthesadnessinhisvoice.Myfather

meantalottomeandrightnow,hewasthe

onlypersonthatmatteredinmylife. 

Iwenttoopenforhim.Hegavemeapitiful

look. 

Dad:Baby? 

Thetearsjustfell.Heopenedhisarmsforme

andIgotinandcriedloudly. 

Hedidn'tdareaskwhat'swrong,hejustkept

brushingmyback. 

Hewentwithmetomybedandcuddledme

untilIfellasleepinhisarms. 

IwaswokenupbyKitsowithabowlofsoup. 

ApartofmewishedIhadn'twakenup.Apartof

mewisheddeathcouldhaveconsumedme. 



Notlivingwouldhavebeentheonlythingthat

wouldhavesavedmefromallthis,fromallthe

painbutIcouldn'tleavemyfather.GodknowsI

liveforthisman. 

Kitso:It'schickenPeriPerisoup.Itwillmake

youfeelbetter. 

Ifakedasmile.Ididn'twantanything.Ionly

wantedtosleep.AtleastwhenI'munconscious,

Idon'tgettothinkaboutitinanyway. 

Me:I'mnothungry. 

Shesmiled.ShewasjusttoosweetbutI

wantedtobealone.Ineededtodealwiththis

onmyown,myway.Thatbeing,byjustcrying

untilIfallasleep. 

Kitso:TakeafewspoonfulsthenI'llbeoutof

yourway. 

Inoddedandsatonmybutt.Thetearswere

justfalling,mucusandbogusfrommynose,

mixingupwiththetears.Itwasjustcrazy. 



Iatethesoup,itwashotanddelicious.Itgave

meawarmfeelinginmyheart. 

Love.IhadreadaboutitontheBiblemyfather

hadgotforme. 

Ihadreadacertainchapterregardinglove.AllI

wonderedwasifthiswastheloveKamogelo

hadforme. 

It'sthenthatIrealizedhedidn'treallyloveme.If

hedid,hewouldn'thaveliedtome.Hewould

havebeenhonestwithmefromthewordgo.He

wouldn'thavesoldmeamyth.Hewouldn'thave

fabricatedastoryjustsoIcouldstillhe'sthis

perfectboyfriend. 

AfterKitsoleft,Idon'tknowhowbutIendedup

takingmyBible.Ineededtoreadaboutlove

again. 

WhenIopenedit,myeyeslandedonacertain

verse. 

"Lovedoesn'trejoiceinevilbutrejoiceswiththe



truth."

Iwentinandreadthefollowingone,the

followingverse. 

"Italwaysprotects,alwaystrusts,alwayshopes,

alwaysperseveres"

1Corinthians13:6-7

IwonderedifthisistheloveKamogeloandI

share.Ihighlydoubtedthat. 

Ifhelovedme,hewouldhavebeenhonestwith

me. 

Ididn'tgotoschoolfortherestoftheweek. 

Ispentalldayslockedinmyroom,Ididn'teat,

allIdidwasbaththengobackintobedandcry

myselftosleep. 

Dadcouldn'tgetthroughtome,Kitsotriedbut

couldn't. 

Ididn'topenupforanyone,Ihadmyphone

switchedoff. 



IfeltlikeIwasgoingcrazy,Thepaingotworse

anditwasslowlybutsurelyconsumingme,

consumingmyheartandmybeing. 

ItseemedKamogelowasreallygoingtobethe

deathofme. 

Ihadevenlostweight.Icouldseeitnje. 

ItwasSaturday,around10.Ihadfinishedtaking

abathandwornmypyjamaswhenDadbroke

mydoor.Heactuallykickeditopen. 

Me:Thehell?! 

Dad:Thishasgoneonfortoolong. 

Kitsowasstandingbehindhim,tryingtocalm

himdown. 

Dad:StayoutofthisKitso! 

Heroared.Ihadneverseenmydadthisangry,

thisfurious.Ihadneverevenseenhimangry. 

IwasscaredonherbehalfandIwasshocked.

Mymindfrozeimmediately. 



Shedidn'tsayanythingbutjustleft.Heclosed

thedoorandsatdown. 

Iwastrembling,lookingathim. 

Helookedlikeamess,likehehadbeencrying.

TheonlytimehewaslikethiswaawhenIwas

admittedfordepression. 

Hehadn'tsleptfordays. 

Dad:What'sgoingonNokubonga?Whydoyou

hurtmelikethis? 

Thetearsstartedpilingup. 

Me:Theyplayedme. 

Thetearsjustfelldownasthememorybecame

vividinmymind,asIreminiscedonthepainful

truththathitmyeardrumsthenandwerestill

verymuchrawandfreshonmymind. 

Dad:Who? 

Someoneknockedonthedoor. 

Dad:Waithere. 



Ijustsatdownonmybed.Heopened. 

Dad:Yes? 

Kitso:Kamogeloishere. 

Dadlookedatme.Ishookmyhead. 

Dad:Tellhimtowaitintheloungeforme. 

Me:Idon'twanthimherebaba! 

Ishouted. 

Dad:It'sokaybaby. 

Kitsoleft,closingthedoor. 

Dadtookme,mademesitonhislap.Hekissed

meonthecheek. 

Dad:Talktome. 

Me:They'redating.Thuliandhim. 

Dad:What? 

Me:They'vebeentogetherfortwoyearsbaba.

Twofuckenyears! 

Dad:Thissonofabitch! 



Heputmeonthebedandstoodup. 

Dad:Heliedtoyou,tome! 

Heclenchedhisjawandfists. 

Me:Dad.. 

Helookedbeyondangry.Icouldseethesteam

fromhisears.

Dad:Heevenhasthenervetocomehere! 

Hesnortedbeforeopeningthedoor. 

Igotupandfollowedhim.Ihadneverseendad

thisangry. 

Dad:Where'sthatsonofa-

Kamogelostoodupwhenhesawhimandhe

marchedtohim. 

Me:RunKamo! 

Ishoutedbutitwastoolate.Dadwasalready

holdinghimbythecollar.KitsoandIscreamed,

coveringourmouthswithourhands. 



Hestartedpunchinghimrepeatedlybefore

throwinghimdownandkickinghimonthe

stomach. 

Me:Uzomubulalababa! 

Ishoutedbuthewasn'thearingit. 

Me:Wehavetodosomething.(LookingatKitso)

Shewastremblingandcrying.Wewereboth

crying.Kamogelodidnotevenbotherfighting

back. 

Me:Dadstop! 

Hedidn't. 

Kitso:Andilestop! 

Hestilldidn'tbarge.Bloodhadcovered

Kamogelo'sface 

Therewasbarelyanylifeleft.Icouldn'tjust

standthereandwatchmyownfatherkillthe

guyIstilllovedunfortunatelyandit'slikehewas

hurtingmewhenheinflictedallthatagonyon



him.Iknowitwasstupidofmetofeel

sympathyforhimbutIcouldn'tjustignoreit. 

Iwentandpusheddadaway.Idon'tevenknow

whereIgotthestrengthbecauseIwasweak.I

hadn'teatenforfourdays. 

Dad:Bonga! 

Me:You'vedoneenough.Doyouwannagoto

jailformurder?

Dad:Idon'tcareifIgo.Thisbastardhurtyou,

hehurtme. 

Me:Andyouhurtingmebydoingthistohim.I

lovehim. 

Dad:Youjustconfused.Youhatehim. 

Heclickedhistongueandleft.Itouched

Kamo'sface.Hiseyeswereblindedbyblood.

Hepassedoutonmyarms. 

Me:No,no,no! 

Icriedloudly.Thiswasn'thappening.This



couldn'thappen. 

Ikeptslappinghim,tryingtowakehimupbut

hedidn't. 

Mypyjamatopwasstainedwithhisblood. 

Me:Iloveyou,pleasecomebacktome 

Icriedloudly. 

Kitso:Hisnotdead. 

Ididn'tpayanyattentiontoher.Ikeptoncrying

whilehugginghishead. 

WhydidIstilllovehimafterallhehaddoneto

me? 

ButIrememberedthen.Itechoedinmymind. 

"Lovekeepsnorecordofwrongdoing"

IcriedtillIfeelasleep,fallingontopofmy

injuredboyfriend. 

IfIweretodie,I'dratherdiewithhim.

I'dratherdienexttohim. 



.
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Iwokeupinmybed,somethingIwastotallynot

expecting. 

Myheadwaspounding,Ihadamassive

headachebutIwasn'tsurprised.Ihadgotten

usedtowakingupinsuchconditionsthese

pastfewdays.

MyeyeswereswollensomuchthatIstruggled

toopenthem.Isighed. 

Whydidlifehadtoturnoutthiswayforme?It

allstartedwithmyheartfailingmeandfalling

foraguy. 

Ishouldhaveknownitwon'tlast,Ishouldhave

knownhe'snottheone.Ifonlyhe'dleftme

alonewhenIrejectedhim,Iwouldn'tbehere. 

Ireallyhadtopullmyselftogether.Iwasjust

tired.Iwassickandtiredofalwaysallowing

peopletowalkalloverme. 



Itookashowerthendriedandlotioned.I

rememberKamoonthefloor,withbloodall

overhisfaceandthat'sroundaboutit.Idolove

himandIreallywishIdidn'tlovehimthismuch.

Istilldidn'tknowwhathappenedtohimbutI

wasgoingtofindout. 

IworeablackSlimfitdressandworemy

flipflops.IthinkIwasnowasizesmallbecause

thedresswasabitloose. 

Imadeabunwithmybraidsthentookmy

phoneandwenttothekitchen.IfoundKitso

makingbreakfast. 

Me:Morning. 

Shegavemeapitifullook. 

Kitso:Morning,howareyou? 

Me:I'mokayIguess,I'llsurvive.I'vebeen

throughworse. 

Shenodded

Me:Whotuckedmein? 



Kitso:Yourfather.HeleftearlyintheMorning. 

Me:Andmy..Kamogelo? 

Kitso:Therewasn'tmuchdamagedone.His

alive,inhospital,gettingtreatedforhis

wounds. 

Me:I'mgladhe'sokay. 

Kitso:Youreallylovehimdon'tyou? 

Me:Witheverypartofmybeing. 

Kitso:Iknowitmusthurtbutit'llgetbetter. 

Me:Iknow.Ijustdon'tseeusgettingthrough

this. 

Kitso:Takeitoncestepatatime.Don'trush

yourself,it'llgetbetterwithtime. 

Me:Iknowandthanks.I'mjusttiredofcrying. 

Kitso:It'sokaytocry. 

Me:Well,I'vecriedtoomuchnow. 

Kitso:So,willyougovisithim? 



Me:Idon'tknowifIshouldbutagain,Ilovehim.

IknowwebrokeupbutIstillcaresomuch

abouthim. 

Kitso:It'sunderstandable. Breakfast? 

Me:Please. 

Shechuckled.Isatdown,Ihadn'teateninfour

days.Iwonderedifitwasworthit.Kamogelo

lookedperfectlyfinetomeandThuliisprobably

movingonJustfinewithherlife. 

Shedishedupthebaconandeggsbreakfast.I

atewithtoastandevengulpeddownthewhole

glassofjuice. 

Me:CanIaskyousomethingthough? 

Kitso:Yes,ofcourse. 

Me:Howdiddadaffordallofthis? 

Kitso:Hedidn'ttellyou? 

Me:Ineverasked. 

Kitso:Well,royaltiesfromabookhewrote.I'm



actuallysurprisedyoudon'tknow,itsold

millionsofcopies. 

Me:Whichbook? 

Ireallyhadnoideawhatshe'stalkingabout.I

knowmyfatherisawriterbuthenevertoldme

anythingaboutabook.Idon'tevenknowwhen

allofthishappenedandwhyIdidn'tknow.Why

didn'theatleasttellmehewaspublishing?

WhywasIinthedarkaboutallofthis?Thiswas

sounlikemyfather. 

ThisactuallymademewonderifIreallyknow

himlikeIthoughtIdid.Evenwithwhathedidto

Kamogelo,Ineverknewhimastheviolenttype

butKamogelodeservedit.Hehurtme.Too

much. 

Kitso:I'mactuallysurprisedthatyouhaveno

ideawhatI'mtalkingabout. 

Me:Idon't.Henevertoldmeathing. 

Kitso:Thenmaybeit'snotmyplacetosay



anything. 

Me:Youcan'tdothat. 

Kitso:I'msorry. 

Me:Youalreadytoldme,whycan'tyougoon? 

Kitso:It'snotmyplace. 

Me:Ifyousayso. 

Kitso:Youcomingwithtochurch? 

Me:Actuallyyeah. 

Kitso:Ithoughtmaybeyouwantedtogovisit

Kamogelo. 

Me:I'mstillcontemplatingit.I'llseetomorrow,

afterschool. 

Kitso:Alrightdear. 

Iwashedthedishesthenafterworeproper

shoesandwelefttochurch. 

Youknow,hadIknownthischurchwasthis

uplifting,Iwouldhavelongcome.I'vereally



seenthechangeandtoday'sservicewasjust

toounique. 

IcouldfeelthedivinepresenceoftheAlmighty

God.It'smarvelousandsplendid. 

IwasinagoodmoodafterchurchandIfeltlike

awholelotofburdenhadbeenremovedoffmy

shoulders. 

Kitso:Whataservice! 

Me:Itwasamazing. 

Kitso:Iactuallyfeellikeanewbeing. 

Me:Ifeellighter.Awholelotofburdenhas

beentakenoffmyshoulders. 

Kitso:It'sgrace,it'smercy,it'sgoodness. 

Me:Hallelujah. 

Wetookataxibackhome.Dadwasback.Iwas

actuallysurprisedhemissedchurch,henever

doesandIkeptthinkingI'llseehimwalkinbut

nope,never. 



Me:Hidad. 

Dad:Bonga. 

Iguesshe'smad,Ijustdidn'tknowwhy.

Surprisingly,hehadcooked. 

It'sbeensuchalongtimesincedadlastcooked.

Infact,eversinceIknewhowtocook,hehardly

did. 

Okay,itwasn'tsuchalonglongtimebecause

hedidcooksometimethisyearbutitwasa

longtime. 

Canyoubelievethatmybirthdayison

Wednesday?Yep,I'llofficiallybeturning17.On

the15thAprilandIcouldn'twait. 

Anyway,Iwenttoputmybaginmyroomthen

changedbackintomyflipflopsbeforegoing

backtothekitchen. 

Kitso:So,younevertoldmeyoucancook

Dad:Youneverasked. 



Kitso:DidIreallyhaveto? 

Dad:Howwouldyouknowifyoudon'taskand

thenbegivenananswer? 

Okay,dad'smoodwastotallyoff.Idon'tknow

himlikethis.MaybeIwasjustimagining

things. 

Kitsodidn'treply,shejustkeptquiet.IknowI

wouldn'thaveansweredtoo. 

Imean,howwouldyouanswerthat?Ieven

wonderedifwe'llevenbeallowedtoeatthis

foodhewascooking. 

Anyway,itseemedIwaswrongbecausehe

dishedupforallthreeofus,himselfincluded. 

WeateourlunchsilentlyandKitsohelpedme

withthedishes. 

Kitso:What'sgoingonwithyourfather? 

Shewaswhispering.Ishruggedmyshoulders. 

Me:IwishIknew. 



Kitso:Isheusuallylikethis? 

Me:He'sneverlikethis. 

Kitso:Ithinkhe'smadbecauseIcalledhelpfor

Kamogelo.Icouldn'twatchthepoorkid

sufferinglikethat. 

Me:Youmeanhewantedtokillhim? 

Igasped.Thethoughtdifficultformeto

process. 

Kitso:Idon'tknow.Ireallydon't. 

Me:MaybeIshouldn'thavetoldhim. 

Kitso:Youdidright.Talkingalwayshelps. 

Me:Iguessyouright. 

Thefollowingday,Igotupearlyandprepared

myselfforschool.ItwashightimeIfacedmy

demons.

Itookabath,driedandlotioned.ItwasMonday

meaningskirtandgolfshirt.Iworemyshoes

andtookmybag. 



Ididn'tevenknowhowmuchIhadmissedbutI

wascertainI'dbeabletocatchup. 

Ihadonlyjustmissedonaweekafterall.Itook

mybagandwenttothekitchen. 

Withhowthingsare,Ididn'teventhinkofdad

droppingmeoffatschoolthisday. 

Isatdownandsilentlyatebreakfast. 

Dad:Youdon'tgreetanymore? 

Me:Iamsorry.Goodmorning. 

Dad:Morningbaby. 

Me:Where'sKitso? 

Dad:Somewhereinthehouse.Thisthingofyou

callingherbynamereallyhastoend. 

Me:What'swrongwiththat? 

Dad:It'sdisrespectful. 

Me:Oh. 

Dad:Yes. 



Ineverreallythoughtitwas.Sheneverhada

problemwithitorcoulditbeshedidbut

couldn'tcomplain?HadIreallybeentheone

missingit?Maybeshedidshowsomesigns

whichIwasblindto.Eitherway,Ireallydidn't

thinkitwasdisrespectfulandnowIfeltabit

bad. 

Ineverwantedtodisrespecther,especially

whenshehadbeenthisgoodtome. 

Surprisingly,Daddrovemetoschool.Ihadn't

seenKitsoallmorning. 

Wedrovesilentlytoschool. 

Heparkedwhereheusuallydropsmeoff. 

Dad:I'llcomepickyouup. 

Me:Umm,no,it'scool. 

Dad:Whynot? 

Me:IwanttogovisitKamoatthehospital. 

Dad:Andwhogaveyoupermissionto? 



Me:Ididn'tthinkIhadtoaskforpermission,

Kitsodidn'tseemtohaveaproblemwithit. 

Dad:Issheyourparent? 

Me:Umm...No. 

Dad:Ireallydon'tgetyouBonga.Thatboy

brokeyourheart,heplayedyouandbetrayed

you.Youcriedyourselftosleepfordays,yet

youstillwanttovisithim. 

Me:Istillcareabouthim. 

Dad:Hedoesn'tgivearatassaboutyou!

Me:Hedoes. 

Dad:Really?Thenyoutooblind.Wakeupand

smellthecoffeemychild.Hedoesn'tloveyou. 

Me:That'srude. 

Dad:You'llfindmewaitingforyouhereafter

school. 

Me:ButdadI-

Dad:Mydecisionisfinal. 



HeopenedthedoorfrominsideformeandI

gotout.Isighedandwalkedtoclass. 

Iwasbacktothishellhole.Inowhatedschool

morethaneverbutIhadtopersistand

persevere,Ihadalreadymissedontoomany

years.IshouldhavebeendoingmyGrade12by

now,that'swhyIwasworkingthishard. 

ThebellrangimmediatelywhenIgotinclassso

Ijustputmybagdownandwenttoassembly. 

Ihadn'tseenThuliyetandIwasactually

grateful,Ijustdidn'tthinkIwasreadyforher.

Notafterallthathappenedbutagain,Icouldn't

ignoreherforever.Weareinthesameclass

afterall. 

Afterschool,Iwenttoclass,alone. 

IsatdowninthesametableIsharewithmy

nowformerfriend.Nobuhlecametome.I

inwardlyrolledmyeyes. 

Iwasn'tinthemoodforhertodayoranyofher



bullshit. 

Nobuhle:Youknow,youshouldhavejustletus

be.

Ilookedather.Ireallycouldn'tbelievethisgirl

now.WhatmakesherthinkIevencareabout

whatshehastosay? 

Nobuhle:Yourrelationshipdidn'tevenlasta

millisecond. 

Me:Iguessyouhappythen,youcanfinallyhave

him. 

Nobuhle:He'sgonnabegformetotakehim

back. 

Me:Ofcourse,becauseIbrokeupwithhim.

Otherthanyou,whomheleft. 

Nobuhle:YouthinkIcare? 

Me:Youclearlythatdumb.Getyourskinnyass

offmyface. 

Nobuhle:Whendidyouhaveabackbone? 



Me:I'mascornedwoman.NeedIsaymore? 

Nobuhle:Mxm. 

Me:ByeFelicia. 

Sheturnedandwalkedbacktoherseatwitha

tailbetweenherlegs 

Theclassclappedhands.It'sfunnyhowa

monthago,theywerelaughingatmeandnow

theyrejoicewhenIfinallystandupformyself. 

ItseemedThuliwasabsentthisday 

Afterschool,IfoundDadwaitingformelikehe

said.Ididn'tsayanythingtohim.Ijustgotin

andhedroveoff. 

Dad:OneDayyou'llthankmeforthis. 

Me:I'msureIwill. 

Dad:I'monlytryingtoprotectyou.Youhave

beenthroughalot.Thisboycan'tbethereason

yourelapse. 

Me:Ionlywantedtoseehim,nottakehim



back. 

Dad:Youstillyoung,you'llgetoverhim. 

Me:Yeahright. 

Irolledmyeyes.Arrivingathome,Iwent

straighttomyroom.Ithrewmybagontopof

thechairthentookoffmyuniformandchanged

intocasualclothes. 

Ithrewmyselfonmybedanddriftedoffto

sleep. 

.
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Wakingup,Idecidedtotakeacoldshower.I

neededtorefreshmybodyandsoul.Coldwater

hittingonmyfleshwasexactlywhatIneeded.I

strippednaked,thengotintotheshower,letting

thewaterhitmetomydesiredsatisfaction. 

Igotout,driedthenlotioned.Iworeasimple



floraldressandmysleepers.Iwrappedadoek

onmyheadthenwenttothekitchen.Iwokeup

hungryasamatteroffact. 

Therewasnoonethere.Imadeasimple

cheeseandpolonysandwichthenpoured

myselfaglassofjuice. 

Isatdownonabarchair,inthekitchenthenate,

withathousandthoughtsrunningthroughmy

mind. 

MaybenotgoingtoseeKamogelowasagood

idea.Ibelievemydadknowswhat'sbestofme

andunfortunately,itwasn'tKamogelo. 

HehadputmethroughalotthatIactuallyfelt

likeafoolforwantingtostillbetheonerunning

afterhim. 

Beingwithhimhadonlybroughtpainthatas

muchasbeingfarfromhimhurt,itwasbetter.

ThinkingofallthethingsIhadenduredallinthe

nameoflove,hewasn'tworthit. 



Iwasgoingtotryandgetoverhim.Iknewit

wasn'tgoingtobeeasybuteventually,itwas

goingtohappen. 

WhydidIhavetolovehimthismuch?Why

couldn'theatleastreturnthefavor?Nothing

hurtsasmuchaslovingwhereyounotloved.

Thefeelinghastobemutual. 

InevercouldhaveimaginedthatThuliwoulddo

melikethis.IhadbeensuchafoolthatI

couldn't,atonepoint,suspectofherbeingthis

devious.WasIreallyblindedbymyneedto

haveafriend?Tohavesomeonetoconfidein? 

AsfarasIwasconcerned,theydeservedeach

other. 

"Hi"

IlookedupanditwasKitso.Ihadn'tseenher

thewholedaytodayuntilnow. 

Igotupandhuggedhertightly. 

Me:Imissedyou. 



Ibrokethehugandsatdown. 

Kitso:ImissedyoutooandI'msorryfor

disappearing,evenifitwasonlyforafew

hours. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Foramoment,Ithoughtyou'dleft. 

Ireallydid.Withhowcrazythingshadbeen,I

wouldn'thaveknownandanythingwaspossible.

Ifdad,whohadalwaysbeensweetcouldhit

someonelikethat,thenanythingispossible. 

Kitso:Iwouldn't.Yourfatherhadbeeninsucha

badspace,Ineededtobreathe. 

Me:Iblamemyself.IfIhadn'ttoldhimabout

Kamogelo. 

Ishruggedmyshouldersandlookeddown.IfI

haddealtwitheverythinglikeagrownup,

insteadofcryingoverhimandtellingmydad,a

lotwouldnothavehappened.IguessIhad

learnedmylessonnow. 



Kitso:It'snotyourfault.Kamohurtyouand

yourfatheraswellintheprocess. 

Me:Youknowwhatsucksrightnow? 

Kitso:What? 

Me:Istilllovehim 

Kitso:Wedon'tchoosewhowefallfor.Our

heartdoesandunfortunately,mattersofthe

heartarecomplicated. 

Me:Tellmeaboutit. 

Isatdownagain. 

Kitso:Itallgetsbetterwithtime. 

Isighed. 

Me:Yeah,yousuchagoodcounselor. 

Kitso:Youthink? 

Me:Yeah,shouldhavebeenatherapistor

something. 

Shelaughed.Ijustsmile. 



Kitso:Ishouldconsiderit. 

Me:Yeah,shouldIcook? 

Kitso:Please,I'mtired. 

Inoddedandstartedwiththepots.Shewentto

takeashower. 

DadcamewhilstIwasstillcooking. 

Dad:Bonga.

Me:Hidad. 

Dad:Where'sKitso? 

Me:Shewenttoshower. 

Dad:Alright. 

Heleftmetofinishupwiththepots.Spaghetti

andmince,nothinghectic. 

IsetthetablesoIcoulddishup.Kitsocame

andshehelpedmewiththat. 

Dadjoinedusandwestartedeating.Weusually

haveourdinneroverlightchatsbutwewereall



silentandmindingourownplates. 

Itookthedishesbacktothekitchenwhenwe

weredoneandhelpedKitsowithwashing

them. 

IthenwenttomyroomwhereIstudied,trying

tobeonthesamelinewitheveryoneinmy

class. 

SomeoneknockedOnmydoorandItoldthem

togetin.Itwasdad. 

Dad:AmIdisturbing? 

Me:Umm,no.Iwasjusttryingtocatchup. 

Dad:How'sthatgoing? 

Me:Nottoobad. 

Dad:Alright,Iwon'ttakelong. 

Me:Soundsserious. 

Dad:IneedyoutoknowI'mnotpunishingyou. 

Me:I'mnotsureIfollow. 



Dad:Lookbaby,Kamogeloisnotgoodforyou.

Whathedidtoyou,togetherwithyourfriend

showsjusthowlittletheyvalueyourpresence

intheirlives.GodknowshowIneverwannasee

youhurtbecausewhenyouhurt,itkillsme.You

mylifeBonga,myeverythingandIliveeveryday

foryou.I'ddoanythingtomakesureyoudon't

feelanypain,evenifitrisksmyfreedominthe

process.I'mnotpreventingyoufromseeing

KamogelotopunishyoubutI'mtryingtodo

what'sgoodforyou.Ifyougoseehim,it'llshow

himjusthowyoucan'tlivewithouthimandit'll

onlymakehimseehowweakyourloveforhim

makesyou. 

Me:Iunderstanddadandthankyou.Iknowyou

alwaysdowhat'sbestformeandI'msorryfor

everythingquestioningthat. 

Dad:It'sokay.Wegood? 

Ismiled. 

Me:Wegood.



Dad:Hug? 

Me:Ofcourse. 

Iwentclosertohimandwesharedanembrace.

HethenleftmetomybooksandIsleptwhenI

wasexhausted. 

Iwokeupthefollowingmorning,Tuesdayand

preparedmyselfforschool.Icouldn'tbelieve

thatIwasturning17tomorrow.Itwas

somethingformetofocuson,ratherthanall

theshitthat'sbeenpoppinginmylife. 

Ibathed,driedandlotioned.Iworemybraand

underwear,stockingsthenmyschooltunic.I

stillthinkI'masizesmallerbecauseitdidn'tfit

melikebefore.ItwastightbeforebutIliked

howitwasnow. 

Iworemysocksandschoolshoesbefore

makingmybraidsintoabunthenItookmy

schoolbagandwenttothekitchen.

Me:Goodmorning. 



Them:Morning. 

Isatdownanddishedupcerealformyself. 

Kitso:Yourlastdayasasixteenyearold,how

doesitfeel? 

Ichuckled.Ireallywasn'texpectingthat. 

Me:It'sstillearly. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Itwasaneasy

soundingdifficultquestionwhichIreallydidn't

knowhowtoanswer. 

Who'dbeabletoanswerthat? 

Thuliwasn'tatschool.Daddrovemeandwas

goingtopickmeupagain. 

Ididn'targuewithhim.Nothingmuchhappened

atschool. 

IwasgladthatNobuhlestayedoutofmyway,I

reallyhopedthatIhadfinallyputherinher

placebecauseKamohadfailedto. 

Atbreak,ThutocorneredmeandIactually



didn'twanttoknowwhathewantedbecauseI

knewitinvolvedKamo.Ijustneededtomove

onwithmylifethatdoesn'tinvolvehimor

revolvearoundhim. 

Me:Idon'twannahearit 

Thuto:Heneedsyou. 

Ichuckledindisbelief.Thisguyhasgottobe

kiddingme.Ilookedathim,unabletobelievehe

justsaidthat.

Me:Needsme?Needsme?Yeah,right. 

Thuto:He'samess.Hedoesn'teat,hedoesn't

talk. 

Me:He'sinhospitalforfuckssake.Heneeds

somemedicalattention,I'mnodoctor. 

Thuto:Pleasegoandseehim.Thedoctorfear

hemighttrytokillhimself. 

Me:I'mnotgettinginvolved.GotalktoThuli,

that'shergirlfriend.



Thuto:Helovesyou,nother. 

Me:Iwashissidechick.Idon'tevenknowwhy

I'mstilltalkingtoyoucauseyoujustlikeyour

friend,youbothliedtome. 

Thuto:Youcan'tblamemeforthat 

Me:Youcouldhavetoldme,youcouldhave

pursuadedhimtobefrontwithmebutIguess

youwerejustwaitingforthemomenthetells

youhowmypussytastes. 

Thuto:What? 

Me:Wasitnotallaboutsex? 

Thuto:That'sridiculous.Ifitwas,hewouldhave

longfuckedyou. 

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter.HimandIareover,soI'm

notgettinginvolved. 

Thuto:Younotheartless. 

Me:Maybeit'stimeIbe.Afterall,theyall

playingwithmyheart. 



Igotfreefromhisgripandwenttomyclass.I

didn'twanttothinkaboutKamogeloorThuli. 

Ididn'twanttoworryaboutpeoplewhodidn't

giveadamnaboutme.Itsucksbecausethey

couldn'tevenfakeit. 

Igotinsidemyfather'scarafterschool. 

Dad:Youokay? 

Me:Yeah,don'tworry. 

Dad:Youknowit'simpossible. 

Me:I'mokay. 

Dad:okaybaby. 

Me:Whydidn'tIknowaboutthebook? 

Dad:Whatbook? 

Me:Theonewhichsoldout. 

Heclearedhisthroat.Myfather,myfather.I

don'tevenwannasayit. 

I'mjustgonnakeepquietaboutit. 



Dad:Iwantedtosurpriseyou. 

Me:Really? 

Irolledmyeyes.Ididn'tbuyit.Myfatherwas

suddenlysosecretive.Whycouldn'the

suddenlytrustme? 

Anyway,Ididn'twannaarguewithhim.Next

thingIwantishimsayinghowmuchIdon't

respecthim. 

Dad:Ofcourse. 

Me:So,what'sitabout? 

Dad:I'llgiveyouacopy,soyoucanreadfor

yourself. 

Me:Justlikethat? 

Dad:Yes,you'llloveit. 

Me:Mm. 

Igotoffwhenheparkedandwenttomyroom,

throwingmybagonthefloor. 

Iwasexhausted. 



Iwaswokenupbypeoplescreaming,itseemed

IhadsleptlongerthanIhadanticipated. 

Them:HappyBirthday! 

TheyscreamedsoloudthatIhadtocovermy

earswithmyhands. 

Ireachedformyphone.Itwas00:02am.Could

theynotatleastwaitformorning? 

Me:Gosh,youguys. 

Dad:It'syourbirthdaybaby. 

Me:It'smidnightforheavenssake! 

Kitso:Doesitmeanwethefirstones? 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Yesandthankyou. 

Them:Youwelcome. 

Me:CanIgobacktosleepnow? 

Theychuckled. 

Dad:Ofcourse. 



Me:Thankyou. 

Ilaidmyheadbackonthepillowandtheyleft.I

wasjustabouttofallasleepwhenmyphone

rang. 

Me:Thefuck?! 

Itriedtoignoreitbutunfortunatelyitwasn'ton

silentandwasirritatingmenow. 

Me:What? 

"Happy17thBirthday"

Me:Whatdoyouwant? 

Kamo:Justwantedtowishyouahappy

birthday. 

Me:Youdidnothaveto. 

Kamo:Iwantedto. 

Me:Whatever,bye. 

Kamo:Pleasedon't-

Ihungupandswitchedmyphoneoff.Ishould



haveblockedanddeletedhisnumbers. 

Ireallywantednothingtodowithhimnow.I

wasinfactmadathim. 

Iwasmadatmyselfforstilllovinghim

regardlessofwhathedid.Whycouldn'tIhate

him?Hedidn'tdeservetobelovedbyme. 

IwantedtogetoverhimandifIcould,I'deven

changeschoolsbutIdidn'twanttogivehimthe

satisfactionthathehurtme. 

AndIthoughthecouldn'ttalkorsomething.Did

Thutojustwantmetogovisithim? 

He'sjustlikehisfriend. 

Twomonthslater,itwasnowMidJune

meaningwewerewritingourmidyearexams. 

ApparentlyThulihadtransferredtoanother

school,IheardFromKagiso,theywerestillin

contact. 

I,ontheotherhand,wantednothingtodowith

her.Ihadevenchangedmynumbersandonly



Kitsoandmydadhadmynewnumber.Ijust

wantedtostartthingsonanewslate. 

IlasttalkedtoKamogelowhenhecalledmeon

mybirthdayandthat'sjustit.Istilldidn'twant

anythingtodowithhimandIwascontent. 

Nobuhledidn'tbothermeandIguessthings

werenowgoingsmoothlyforme. 

.

.
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Iwaswriting.Iwokeupandtookabath.Idried

andlotioned. 

Iworemyunderwear,braandschooluniform.

It'swintersoIworetrousers,longsleevesT-

shirtanddryneckontop. 

Icombedmyhairthenworeabeanieontop. 

Itookmyschoolbagandwenttothekitchen. 

Me:Goodmorning. 



Them:Hey. 

Isatdownandjustateafruitsalad. 

Kitso:Howareyoucoping? 

Me:With? 

Kitso:Examsandeverything. 

Me:Well,it'sallgoingwell.Thanksforasking. 

Dad:Youcomingwithme? 

Me:Ialwaysgowithyou. 

Dad:ImeantKitso. 

Kitso:I'mofftoday. 

Dad:Alright,let'sgoNono. 

Me:Alright 

Itookmybagandweleft.

Dad:CanIaskyousomething? 

Me:Yeah,sure. 

Dad:WillitbewrongifIweretohaveachild



withKitso? 

Me:Howcanhavingachildbewrong?

Hetookadeepbreathinandout. 

Dad:Thingis,Kitsowantsababy. 

Me:What?! 

Icouldn'tbelieveit.Actually,Iwasshocked.I

reallywasn'texpectingthat. 

Ididn'tknowwhatelsetosay.Iwasjustin

awe. 

Hesighed. 

Dad:Ijust..You'vealwaysbeenenoughforme

andnow..Anotherbaby?Ijustdon'tknow. 

Me:WellIUmm..Iunderstandyour

frustrations. 

Dad:Ialsodon'twanttodisappointher. 

Me:Ithinkyoushouldexplaintoherhowyou

feelaboutallofthis,sheshouldunderstand. 



Dad:Ijustthinkitstoosoon

Me:Actually,itis. 

Dad:I'lljustbehonestwithher.Ifshelovesme,

she'llunderstand. 

Me:Ofcourseandwhateverdecisionyoumake,

I'llsupportit.

Dad:Thankyoubaby. 

Me:Youwelcome. 

Wesharedashortembrace.Hegavememy

lunchandtaxifarethenIgotout. 

IwaswalkingthroughthegatewhenIbumped

intosomeoneIreallydidn'tthinkI'dsee. 

Kamo:Hi. 

Ilookedupathim.Idon'tknowwhyorhowbut

myheartwasracing. 

Me:H-Hi

Istuttered,Idon'tknowwhyIwasthisnervous,

consideringIhadbeeninhispresencesomany



times. 

Me:I..I'msorryfor..Umm..Yeah 

Hechuckled.Iguesshecouldseehownervous

Iwas,IalmoststartedshakingbutItriedbyall

meanstocontainmyself. 

Kamo:It'sokay. 

Hesmiledatme.Ilookeddownandplayedwith

myfingers.Hispresencewassuddenlyso

intimidatingforme. 

Me:Igotta..Umm..Go..Gottago. 

Kamo:Whyyourunningawayfromme? 

Iclearedmythroatandgavemyselfenough

couragetolookhimintheeyes. 

Me:I'mnot. 

Kamo:Really? 

HegotclosertomeandIsteppedback.He

chuckled. 

Kamo:Thoughtso. 



Thebellrang,savingmefrommydismay. 

Kamo:SavedbythebellHuh? 

Me:Yousaidit. 

Istartedwalkingawayandheletme. 

Kamo:Youcan'tranawayforeverKhensani. 

Ididn'treplynorturnback.AllIwantedwasto

findmyselfinmyclass.Iputmybagdownthen

wenttotheassembly. 

Afterassembly,Iwentbacktoclassandwe

startedwithourexams. 

Goodthingaboutwritingmidyearexamsisthat

weallowedtoleaveimmediatelyafterwriting. 

Thismeans,wegettosaveourlunchmoney. 

"Bonga"

IlookedbacktofindKagiso. 

Me:Hey. 

Kagiso:Howareyou? 



Me:I'mokay,thanks.You? 

Kagiso:I'mfine. 

Me:Really? 

Kagiso:I'msorryaboutwhathappened.

Me:I'mnotfollowing. 

Ireallywasconfusedandinthedarkuntilithit

me.Thuli.Shedidmentionthattheyhadbeen

communicating. 

Me:Oh. 

Ifrowned.Ireallydidn'twanttotalkaboutthis.I

wantedtomoveonfromeverythingeven

thoughmyencounterwithKamogelomight

havebroughtmebackbutIwasgoingtotry. 

It'snoteasyespeciallywhenit'ssuchalove.

Kagiso:Ireallydidn'tknowuntilsheposteda

picturethenIaskedher. 

Me:Picture? 

Kagiso:ShepostedapictureofhernoK-more,



apparentlyitwasthey'resecondanniversary. 

Me:Oh. 

Shetookoutaphone,withoutevenaskingme

thenshowedmetheirpicture. 

TheylookedsocosyandIfeltbadforfeeling

thiswayaboutaguywho'sprettymuchinlove

withanothergirl.WhatastupidheartIhave. 

IfeltmyheartshuttersilentlyandIcouldn'tstop

butjuststaredintotheirpicanditlookedlike

theywereontopofabed.Thosecozypictures

ofacoupleinabed. 

Igaveherbackherphoneandshelookedatme

pitifully.Ijustfakedasmile. 

Me:Tellherhappybelatedanniversary. 

Kagiso:Bonga-

Me:I'mfine. 

Iturnedandwalkedaway.Ittookawholelot

nottocry. 



Ijusthadtohidethelumpthathadsurfacedin

mythroat. 

IthoughtIwasoverhim.WhywasIfeelingso

muchpain? 

Anyway,Ijustwalkedaway,andoutoftheyard.

Ididn'tevenfeelaslighthunger. 

Somecarhooted.Iwasjustwalkingnexttothe

road,notaxiwascoming.

Ilookedbesidesmeanditwasmyex

boyfriend. 

Kamo:Needaridehome? 

Ilookedathimwithmytearyeyesandhe

stoppedandgotoutofthecar. 

Kamo:What'swrong? 

HecametomeandIjustcried.Ihadsurpassed

thetearsforsolongthatIcouldn'tpreventtheir

fallinanyway. 

HetriedtouchingmebutIyankedhishands



off. 

Kamo:Khen,baby,talktome? 

Me:Whyhurtmesomuchmore? 

Kamo:WhatdidIdo? 

Me:Youmademefallforyou,youhadmyheart

sodeepinlovewithyouthatIcan'tevenmove

on,Ican'tevenforgetaboutyou. 

Kamo:I'msorryKhen.I'msorryforlyingtoyou.

BelievemewhenIsaythelastthingIever

wantedwastohurtyou. 

Me:Butyoudidandyounotevenceasing,you

stillhurtmeevennow. 

Kamo:WhatdidIdo? 

Helookedatmeconfused.Iwipedmytears.

ThishastobethelasttimeI'mcryingoverhis

ass. 

Me:Isawthepicture. 

Kamo:Whatpic...Oh,youmeanthat. 



Me:Oh?Oh?Isthatallyougonnasay? 

Kamo:Whatdoyouwantmetosay? 

Me:Nothing. 

ItriedtowalkbuthestoppedMeandpulledme

gentlytohim.Icouldn'tfreemyselffromhis

grip. 

Me:Letmego. 

Kamo:Iloveyou..Somuch...Onlyyou. 

Me:Butyoutakingpictureswithher,notme. 

Kamo:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Youleftme

right? 

Me:Youright,don'tmindme. 

Kamo:Iloveyou. 

Me:Justnotenoughtochoosemeoverher. 

Kamo:That'snotwhatImeant. 

Me:It'sokay.Letmego. 

Kamo:Ican't. 



Me:Youhaveto. 

Kamo:No! 

Hesaidpossessively.Ijusttriedgettingaway

fromhimbutinstead,hesmashedhislipsinto

mineandmyownbeingbetrayedmebecauseI

replied. 

Itwasfilledwithsomuchemotionanditwas

sointimate,itwasbeyondsex. 

Hebrokeitandwipedthetearthathadfallen

frommyeye. 

Kamo:Onlyyou,Iloveonlyyou. 

Me:Maybeloveisnotenough. 

Kamo:Khensani 

Me:ChaKamogelo. 

Kamo:Youhurtingme. 

Me:Beingwithyouhurtsevenmore. 

Kamo:I'llleaveher,please. 



Me:Ican't..Ijust..Ican'tgothroughthisagain. 

Kamo:Youhurtingmenow. 

Ilookedatthepainedexpressiononhisface

butIhadtodothis.Itwasbetterthisway,

maybehedeservedtobewithThuli. 

Iwouldn'thandlesharinghimbutitseemedit

waseasyforThuli. 

Me:I'msorry. 

Heheldmyhandsandlookedatme. 

Kamo:Ineedonelastchance. 

Me:WhataboutThuli? 

Kamo:Whatabouther? 

Me:Maybewejustnotmeanttobe. 

Kamo:Don'tsaythat. 

Ifreedmyhandsfromhis. 

Me:It'stherealitywejusthavetoface. 

Iturnedandwalkedaway.MaybeIwaslyingto



myselfbutIcannevergothroughwhatIwent

through. 

Ialsodidn'twanttodisappointmydad,Iknow

verywellhe'dneveraccepthimandhealsohad

Thuli. 

Iwassuchafooltoexpecthimtothrowaway

twoyearsofarelationshipforwhat,forwho?

Me?Ihighlydoubtthat. 

Istoppedataxiandgotin,tryingtoavoidhim

followingme. 

Ididn'tdareturnback,Iwasfocusedforward.

Therewasjusttoomuchatstake. 

He'dliedtomebefore,there'snoguaranteehe

won'tdoitagain. 

Lovejustisn'tsufficientonthiscase. 

Igotoffatthegate.Ifoundnooneinthe

kitchensoIwentstraighttomybedroom. 

Istrippedandtookahotshower.Ijustneeded

toletgoandsomehow,ithelpedrelievea



portionofthestressIhad. 

Idriedandlotionedthenworeapantyandan

oldT-shirt. 

Ithrewmyselfonmybedandslept.Iwasgoing

tostudywhenIwakeup,withafreshmind. 

Somehow,Icouldn'tgetKamogelooffmy

mind. 

Ieventuallyfellasleep. 

Whydoeslovehurtthismuch? 

.

.

[08/23,19:02]MustangMan:42

KAMO

Iwatchedherleaveandfelthertakingmyheart

with.Itwashard,itwaspainfulbuttherewas

nothingelseIcoulddo.Mydadalwaystoldme

thatonceIfindsomeoneIreallylove,Ishould

neverlethergobuthereIwas,doingtheexact



opposite. 

ThatmemorywasexactlywhatIhadinmy

mind,drivinghome,Icouldn'tgetheroffmy

mind. 

Whydidthingshavetobethiscomplicated?

Whycouldn'twejustbe?Whywasnatureso

againstus? 

Iparkedjustnexttomyroomandunlocked,got

inside.Ithrewmyselfonmybedandletitall

out. 

Mydadwouldprobablythinkofmeasa

weaklingifhewastoseemelikethisbutIjust

couldn'tholditinanymore.Ittookawholelotof

menottocryinherpresence.Ifonlysheknew

howshe'smyweaknessandhertearshurtme

morethanshecaneverthink. 

IcriedbecauseIloveher,Icriedbecauseshe

thoughtIdidn'tloveherandIcriedbecauseI

couldn'tbewithonlyher.Iknowshewantsme

tochoosebutifonlysheknewthatitwasn't



thateasy. 

Idon'tloveThuli,that'swhyithadalwaysbeen

easyformetocheatonherbutwithKhen,it's

different.Ican'tevenlookatanothergirl

withoutherfaceflashinginmymind. 

I'venevercriedforagirlbeforeandImean

never.Idon'tcry.Inevercrybutthelumpinmy

throatwasjusttoobig. 

Iwenttotakeahotshower,justtorelease

someofthestressIhave.Inevercouldhave

imaginedmylifewouldgetthiscomplicated. 

IdriedandlotionedwhenIwasdone.Iworemy

briefs,aT-shirtandsomeNikeshorts. 

Ididn'thavehernumberandshewasn'tmuch

activeonFacebook.

Isighed,throwingmyselfonmybed. 

SomeonebargedintomyroomandIknewit

wasgoingtobemyannoyingtwinsister. 

Me:I'mnotinthemood. 



Ireallywasn't.Iloveherbutshealwaysgetson

mynerves,Iwasn'tinthemoodtoentertainher.

Ihadlostmyheartandthishurtmorethanany

painphysicaloremotionalthatIhadever

experienced.

Kagi:Youdoknowweoneright? 

Isighed.IjustwishIhadmetherfirstinsteadof

Thuli,thingswouldbeawholelotbetterforme.

Khensanijustcompletesme,shemakesme

feelalive.Shedoesn'tseemyhandsomenessor

moneybutlovesmefortherealme. 

I'dgetbrokeoruglybutshe'dstillloveme.It's

notaboutprestigeorhonourtoherbutit's

aboutlove. 

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit. 

Kagi:Youkeepstuffawayfrommenow? 

Me:It'scomplicated. 

Kagi:IsitKhensani? 

Me:Whywouldyouthinkit'sher? 



Kagi:You'vebeenmiserableeversincesheleft

you. 

Me:Iloveher,withallofmyheart. 

Kagi:Thenmakehertakeyouback. 

Me:It'snotthateasy. 

"Maybeloveisnotenough"Herwordsechoed

inmybrain.Coulditbeshewasright?Ithought

loveconquersall.Howcanitnotbeenough?I

shouldnothaveletherleave,itwascowardof

metolethergolikethat. 

Icouldseeinhereyesthatshedidn'twanttogo

butI'mguessingherbrainconvincedher

otherwisebecauseitcannotbeherheart. 

Kagi:Umm..WhatamImissing? 

Me:There'salsoThuli. 

Sherolledhereyes.Sheneverlikedher.Itried

gettingthemtogetalongbutfaileddismally.

WhatamIsaying?Shealsodidn'tlikeNobuhle,

I'mwonderingwhyshegottoloveKhen,maybe



it'sbecausethey'reboththick. 

Mybabyhasabeautifulbody."Sheleftyou"my

subconsciousremindedme. 

NobodyleavesK-moreorsoIusedtothink. 

Kagi:What'sthedealwithyouandthatbitch? 

Me:Don'tcallherthat. 

Kagi:Icancallherwhatever,hoe,skank,needI

saymore? 

Isnorted. 

Me:Okayfine,Igetit. 

Ididn'twanttoarguewithherevenmore.I'd

endupfightingwithherandit'sthelastthingI

needednow. 

Kagi:Youstillhaven'tansweredmyquestion. 

Me:Whatwasitagain? 

Kagi:What'sthedealwithyouandThuli? 

Me:She'smy..Mygirlfriend. 



Kagi:Iknowyoudon'tlovehersowhyareyou

stillwithher? 

Me:Ican'tleaveher. 

Kagi:Whynot? 

Me:I..We..It's..It'scomplicated. 

Kagi:HowwillIhelpifyoudon'ttellme

anything? 

Me:Whenwefirstmet,itwasgreatandwe

wereinloveorsoIthought.I..Wethenhadsex

andunfortunately,shefellpregnantatjust14

Kagi:What?! 

Herjawdropped.Iknowshe'ssurprised.Only

Thutoknowsaboutthis,Inevertoldanyone

aboutit.Icouldn't.ImeanIwasakidthen,I

didn'tknowwhattodo.Iwasonly16andmy

mindwasallovertheplace. 

SheslappedandIlookedatherlikeWTF? 

Shelookedpissed. 



Kagi:Youneverbotheredtotellme?Yourtwin

sister? 

Me:Pleaseallowmetofinish. 

Isighed.Ididn'twanttofightwithher.The

questionswouldjusthavetofollowrightafter

becauseIwasallabouthonestynow.MaybeifI

hadtoldKhensaniallthis,shewould

understand. 

Kagi:GoonbutI'msomadatyou. 

Sheclickedhertongue.Iwantedtolaughbut

thesituationdidn'tallow. 

Me:Unfortunately,shelostthebaby.The

doctorshadtoldusalreadythattherewasa5%

chanceofsurvivalofthefoetusand

unfortunately,wewereunlucky.Heruterus

wasn'tstrongenough. 

Kagi:Youkeptitfromusall.I'mreally

disappointedinyou. 

Me:Iwasonly16anditcameasashock,Ialso



didn'tknowwhattodo. 

Kagi:Talkingalwayshelpsyouknow. 

Me:It'swhatI'mtryingtodoyetyoucan'teven

letme. 

Kagi:Sorry. 

Me:Well,afterthemiscarriage,thingsjust

weren'tthesame.Ihadgottenusedtotheidea

ofaminimeandbeingrobbedofsucha

chance,Istartedcheating.Shenevergaveup

onme.Shewasstillthereformethroughthick

andthin.

Kagi:Yeahright. 

SherolledhereyesandIshotheralook.So

muchforlettingmefinish. 

Kagi:okay,sorry. 

Me:Idon'tknowwhatIwasthinkingthen.She

cameupwithanideaofabloodcovenant. 

Kagi:Whatthefuck?



Me:Willyoujustshutthefuckupandletme

finish?!Youdon'tknowthewholestory.

Kagi:Okay,sorry. 

Shewasseriouslypissingmeoff.Ineededto

saythis.Ineededtogetitoffmychest. 

Me:Shecriedsayingshelovesmeandusedthe

miscarriagetogetmetoagree.Wemadea

covenanttoneverbeapartevenwithanopen

relationship. 

Kagi:Sowhathappenswhenyougoagainstit? 

Thethoughtoftheansweralonemademy

stomachturn.Idon'tknowwhyIhadtobethis

stupid.TothinktherewasapointwhereI

actuallysawafuturewithherbutnow,nowI'm

stuckwithherandthere'snoloveinvolved. 

Me:IfImarrysomeoneelse,itmeanswe'll

havenobabiessincetherootofitwasour

baby 

Kagi:Soitmakesyousterile? 



Me:Unfortunately.Ican'tleaveherandbe

happywithsomeoneelse.Itbindsustogether,

forever. 

Kagi:Thisisalltoooverwhelming. 

Me:Iknow.

Kagi:SoKhensani? 

Me:Ican'tlethergo.Ijustcan't.

Kagi:Ithinkit'shightimeyouwenttochurch. 

Me:Imadethiscovenantwillingly. 

Kagi:NothingisimpossiblewithGod. 

Shepattedmeontheshoulderandleft,leaving

mewithMythoughts.Itwasmorecomplicated

thanshethinks.Imagineachildlessmarriage.It

makesmebarren,thestupidcovenantandThuli

isstillinlovewithme.Suchapitythefeeling

isn'tmutual.Breakingupwithher,there'sahigh

chanceImightevendie. 

Idon'tknowwhatIwasthinkingreally,whocan



helpfreemefromthischains? 

OnlyGodknows.Kagisanowasright,it'shigh

timeIwenttochurch. 

TothinkIhadpressurizedKhensaniintogoing. 

Iendedupfallingasleepinmythoughts. 

.

KHENSANI

IwassuperhungrywhenIgotupsoIwentto

thekitchen.Iwasgiventimeofffromhouse

choresbecauseI'mwriting.Ifoundmyfoodin

themicrowave,warmeditupimmediately. 

Kitso:Ididn'thearyoucome. 

Shesaid,enteringthekitchen. 

Me:Umm..TherewasnooneherewhenI

came. 

Kitso:You'vebeencrying? 

Me:Ijustwokeup. 



Kitso:Youreyesareswollen. 

Me:Really? 

Kitso:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Nothing,youdon'thavetoworry. 

Kitso:IsitKamo? 

Me:Whywouldyouthinkit'shim? 

Kitso:Iknowit'snoteasygettingoversomeone

youlove. 

Me:Talkingfromexperience? 

Sheclearedherthroat. 

Kitso:Wenottalkingaboutmehere. 

Me:Mm 

Itookmyplatefromtheoven,satdownand

startedeating.Shewaslookingatme. 

Me:What? 

Kitso:I'mstillwaitingforyoutotellme. 

Me:ThulipostedapictureofherwithKamogelo.



Theylookedcosy. 

Kitso:Youreallydolovehim. 

Me:Somuch,ithurts.Hemadehischoiceand

I'mjustgonnaacceptit. 

Kitso:Thingsaren'talwaysblackandwhite. 

Me:Meaning? 

Kitso:Theymightbeavalidreasonwhyhecan't

leavehimandtrustmeit'snotlovecauseit's

evidenthelovesyou. 

Me:Butloveisnotenough. 

Kitso:Trustme,itis.Loveconquersall. 

Withthatsaid,sheleft.Sheleftmewithalotto

thinkabout. 

Coulditbedtherewassomethingkeepingthem

together?Whatifshe'sblackmailinghimor

something? 

Whatcoulditbe? 

Ifinishedeating,washedmyplateanddriedit



thenwentbacktomyroomandstudiedforthe

upcomingexam. 

Ididn'thavetimetoplay.Ishouldbedoingmy

matricnowsoIwasputtinginalltheeffort.. 

Kamowasstillprettymuchinmymindbutmy

bookswillalwayscomefirst. 

Moreespeciallybecausewenolonger

together. 

IwasthinkingalotaboutwhatKitsosaid.

MaybeIhadoverlookedthings. 

MaybeThuliwasn'tcompletelyhonestabout

everythingandtherewasonlyonepersonwho

couldtellmethewholetruth.

Kamogelo.ButhowwouldhedoThatwhenhe

couldn'tevenbehonestfromthestart? 

Thingswerejustcomplicatedformenow. 

Iwenttosleepagainafterstudying. 

.



.
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Iwasabletowritemyexamswell,Itriedmyout

mostbesttoconcentrateandIwasabletoslay

them. 

Ididn'tknowhowIwasgoingtospendthe

holidaysbutIknewIneededabreak.Ididn't

haveanyfriendsandIdidn'ttrustKagiso,more

especiallybecauseshewasfriendswithThuli. 

Somehow,IfeltshehadchosenhersideandI

onlytalkedtoheratschoolanditendedthere. 

Idecidedtostartusingmyfacebookaccount

andactuallybecameactiveonit.Mostofmy

friendswerekidsfromschoolandtherest,

werejustrandom.Imostlyusedittopost

picturesandcommentonwhatevereye

catchingstatusthereis.Ialsohadafew

followersonInstagramandthatwasround

aboutit. 



Weeksbecamemonthsandmonthsyears. 

Iwasnow18anddoingGrade12.Ihadmade

myfatherproudsinceIhadpassedwithflying

colours. 

Iwasstillatthesameschool,thankGodthere

wasnoKamogelo,hefinishedtwoyearsago.I

wasturning19.

IonlyfocusedonMybooksandIhadletgoof

Kamogeloandanythingtodowithhim.Inever

thoughtI'dbeabletoletgobuthereIwas.Last

year,Iwaschosenascaptainofoursoccer

teamandthatwasquiteanachievementfor

me. 

Dadwasalsohappyforme.Iwasnowasize32,

stillthickthough.Iwasgettingsexybytheday,

ifIdosaysomyself. 

TalkingaboutDad,hegotmarriedtoKitsolast

monthandIwasjustsohappyforthem.My

daddeservedsomehappinesstooandIwas

gladthingswereworkingoutforthem. 



Iwashappyandcontent. 

Kitsodidagreetowaitinguntilmarriagefora

babysoit'ssafetosay,therewassoongoingto

beanAndileJuniorrunningaroundthehouse.

That'swhatpeopledoathoneymoonsright?

Makebabies? 

Anyway,daddidshowmehisbestsellingbook.

Iwasactuallyscaredhe'dwriteaboutmylife

butcalmeddownwhenIsawit.Itwasabouthis

lifeandhowGodsavedhim.It'savery

emotionalbookandIwasproudofhis

achievements.HehadajobasanEditorof

someonlinenewspaper,weweren'trichbutwe

couldaffordafewthings. 

Godhadreallybeengoodtous.Ihadputallof

mytrustinHim.Hehelpedmeovercomealot

andIwasgratefultohim. 

Afewyearsago,Iwasagirlwithnoconfidence

andself-esteem,alwayspullingherselfdown

butnow,itwassafetosayIwasagrown



woman. 

Schoolsopenedlastweek.It'sTuesdaytoday

andIwokeupandgotreadyforschool.

Itookahotshower,driedandlotioned.Dadhad

boughtmemymatricuniform.Wehada

differenttunic,skirt,shirtandtie.Becauseit

wasTuesday,Iworeatunicwithalongsleeves

shirt,putonmytie,stockingsandworemy

schoolshoes.IhadplaitedastraightbacksoI

justsprayeditthenwenttothekitchenwithmy

bag. 

Me:Goodmorningfamily. 

Them:Morning. 

Isatdown. 

Kitso:Lookatyouallgrownup. 

Igiggled.Shespokeasifshehadn'tseenme

foralongtime.It'swhatshe'sbeentellingme

eversinceIstarteddoingmatric.Iwaseven

usedtoitbynow. 



Me:Youneverceasetoremindme. 

Dad:ThoughtIwastheonlyonewhonoticed

that. 

Wealllaughed.Itwasnicebeingwithmymini

family.Kitsowasmoreofasisterthanmother

tomeandIwasgratefulforherpresenceinmy

life. 

Kitso:Youturning19inafewmonthskana.You

growing. 

Me:Hardtobelievethough.Ilooklikea16year

old. 

Dadchuckled.Iwassotinythough.Myage

wouldbehardtobelieveinmostpeoplebutI

lovedit. 

Dad:Morelike14.

Me:Dad! 

Dad:It'sthetruth. 

Kitso:He'srightthough. 



Ijustlaughedandfinishedwithbreakfast.Iwas

eatingmuesliwithfruitsandyoghurt. 

DaddrivingmetoschoolnevergotoldandI

lovedit.Ithinkit'swhatmaintainedthebond

betweenus. 

Itookmybagandwewenttohiscar. 

Dad:I'mhappywithhowfaryou'vecome. 

Me:I'malsohappy.IneverthoughtI'dgethere.

WhereIdon'tcaremuchwhatpeoplesayabout

meortome. 

Dad:I'mproudofyou. 

Me:Thanks. 

Welaughed.Hegavememymoney,Ikissed

himonthecheekandgotoffthecar. 

"Captainmycaptain"

Ilaughed.ItwasLerato,myteammate.Shewas

doingGrade11.Wesharedashorthug. 

Me:Howareyou? 



Wewalkedtogethertomyclass. 

Rato:I'mgood,you? 

Me:I'mblessed. 

Shechuckled. 

Rato:Youevenglowing. 

Me:Areyouhittingonme? 

Iraisedaneyebrowandshechuckled. 

Rato:I'masstraightasaruler. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Justmakingsure. 

WegotinmyclassandIputmybagdown.I

wassittingwithsomeguy,Likho.Hewasjusta

quiet,nerdyguywithglassesandbraces.Your

typicalnerd. 

Wewenttotheassemblysincethebellhad

rangagain.Iwassharingtheclasswith

NobuhleandKagiso.Theothersidekickleftlast

yearafterfailingGrade10again. 



Allannouncementsweremadeandweallwent

toourrespectiveclassesandlessonsbegan. 

Atbreak,Isatabitinclasswhiletheother

learnersrushedout. 

"Hey"

Iliftedmyheadup,itwasKagiso. 

Me:Hi. 

Ismiled.Shesatnexttome,mytablematehad

leftalready. 

Kagiso:Stilldon'twantustobefriends? 

Me:I'velearnedalotfrommyexperiencewith

Thuli. 

Kagiso:Butyouwerebothmyfriends. 

Me:AndI'mnotarguingwiththat,allI'msaying

is,Ican'tbefriendswithyouwhileyoufriends

withher. 

Kagiso:That'snotfair. 

Me:I'veputitallbehindmebutitdoesn't



changehowIfeelaboutit. 

Kagiso:SoK-more? 

Me:Youaskingnow?Wehappenedmorethana

yearago. 

Kagiso:Oh,Thulithinkshe'scheating. 

Me:Whyareyoutellingmeallthis? 

Kagiso:Iwasjusttryingtomakeconversation. 

Me:YouindirectlyjustaskedifI'mbackwith

Kamogelo.How'sthatmakingconversation? 

Kagiso:I'msorry,Ijust-

Me:I'mnotstupidKagiso. 

Istoodup. 

Me:TellyourfriendIhaven'tseenKamogeloin

ayearandfewmonths. 

Igotout,leavingherwithadroppedjaw.Then

shesaysshewantstobefriendswithme. 

Iwenttobuymyselfsomefruitsthenwentto



ChillwithLeratoandhertwofriends,Karabo

andThato. 

Lerato:StillremembernakoyaBoK-more? 

Theylaughed. 

Karabo:Itwaslitthen.Istillhaveacrushon

Thutothough 

Lerato:Andhe'ssofuckenhotnow. 

Shemadeaface,Ijustlaughed.Thesegirls

werejusttoocrazy. 

Thato:Ishouldhavebeenyourfriendwhenyou

weredatingK-more,atleastyouwouldhave

hookedmeupwithoneofhisfriends. 

Karabo:Plustheywereallhot. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Toolatenow. 

Lerato:Youguysweregoodtogether,notthat

Thuli. 

Thato:Wasn'tsheyourfriend? 



Youknow,ifsomeonehadaskedmethisafew

monthsago,Iwouldhavebeensoemotional

butthistime,Ididn'tevenfeelatwinkof

emotion.Instead,Ijustchuckled. 

Me:Morelikemybestfriend. 

Karabo:Iwouldhaveprobablykilledherwithmy

ownhands. 

Ilaughed.IneverimaginedI'dbeabletotalk

aboutthiswithoutanylumponmythroatbut

hereIwas. 

Iwasactuallyfree. 

Me:Nah,shewasn'tworthit. 

Thato:Iwouldn'thavemindedbeingK-more's

sidechick. 

Me:Hey!

Wealllaughed.Timereallydoesgofastwhen

youhavingfun.

Thesirenrangandunfortunately,wehadtogo



backtoclass.Iwastheonlyonedoingmatric

whiletherestweredoingGrade11.

Itookmybagimmediatelywhenthebellrang.I

wasexhausted.Ifirstlywenttothetaptodrink

waterthenIwenttocatchataxihome. 

Igotoffatourgate. 

"Khensani"

Iturnedtolook.ItwasKagisano,Kamo'stwin. 

Me:Hey. 

Kagi:Youknowjustbecauseyoulongbrokeup

withmybrother,doesn'tmeanwealsocan't

hangout. 

Iactuallylastsawheratmyfather'swedding.

Wehardlytalkedeventhere. 

Me:I'mreallysorry,I'llmakeituptoyou. 

Kagi:Youbetter. 

Me:Youlookgood. 

Kagi:Tryingtosoftenmeup? 



Ichuckled. 

Me:Isitworking? 

Kagi:Nah 

Shemadeaface.Ilaughedagain.She'sjustlike

hertwin.Justnotarrogantandfullofherself. 

Kagi:Givemeyournumbers. 

Me:Andbettercall. 

Kagi:Ofcourse,youowemeafterall. 

Ilaughed.ShegavemeherphoneandI

munchedinmytens.

Kagi:Thanks,I'llcallyou. 

Me:Awesome. 

WehuggedshortlyandIgotinsidemyhouse. 

IwonderwhereTiisetsois.Shewasdoing

matriclastyear. 

Anyway,IwentstraighttomyroomwhenIgot

insidethehouse.Itookoffmyuniformandtook



aquick,warmshower.Idried,lotionedthen

woreashortwithmysportsbraandflipflops. 

Iwenttothelounge. 

Me:ShouldIcook? 

IaskedKitso.Shewasoff,actually,shehas

beenonleavesinceDecember. 

Kitso:Icooked,yourfoodisinthewarmer. 

Me:Oh,alright,thanks. 

Iwenttotakemyfoodandjoinedherinthe

lounge. 

Kitso:Imissedyou. 

Me:Yousawmeinthemorning. 

Kitso:Ihadgottenusedtoyouguysbeingwith

mealldaylong. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Yousureyounotpregnant? 

Shelaughedandthrewacushionatme,I



ducked. 

Me:Iwasjustasking. 

Kitso:I'mstillyourelder. 

Me:Sorrymom. 

Igiggled.Shethrewanothercushionatme. 

Me:Thisisabuse. 

Kitso:Behave!

Welaughed.Iwashedtheremainingdishes

whenIwasdone. 

Ididn'thavehomeworksoIjuststudiedabit 

WhenIhadhadenough,Itookmyphoneand

gotinsidemyblankets,startedchattinguntilI

fellasleepeventually. 

Idon'tknowwhendadcameifhedidbecause

hewasn'thomewhenIwenttosleep. 

.

.
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Itookabathafterwakingup.Idriedand

lotioned.ItwasWednesday,meaning,soccer

practice.Iwasreallysocommittedtosoccer,it

wasabigpartofmylifeandIloveditwith

passion. 

Iworemyschoolpants,golfshirtandworemy

schoolshoes.Ibrushedmyhairthentookmy

bagandwenttothekitchen. 

Ifounddadalone. 

Me:Where'syourwife? 

Dad:Goodmorningtoyoutoo. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:I'msorry,goodmorningdad. 

Dad:That'smorelikeit. 

Ijustlaughed. 

Me:Sowhere'smommy? 

Hechuckled.Shedidn'tlikemecallingherthat,



apparentlyImadehersoundoldandaccording

toher,shewasstillveryyoung.Yet,shelong

wantedababy.Anyway,Ididn'ttellherthat

though. 

Dad:Betterpraysheneverhearsyousaythat.

She'sspittingfiretoday. 

Me:Whatdidyoudo? 

Hebroughthiseyebrowstogether.Ifoldedmy

armsandlookedathim. 

Dad:WhywouldyouassumeIdidsomething? 

Ijustchuckled.Maintainingaseriousfacewas

harderthanIthoughtthatIjustcracked.He

joinedmeinlaughterandIsatdown,dishedup

cerealforbreakfast. 

Me:Where'sshe? 

IthinkIwasaskinghimthesamequestionfor

thethirdtimenow. 

Dad:Shewasstillsulkinginbed.



Me:Talkingaboutbed,whattimedidyouarrive

causeyouweren'ttherewhenIslept? 

Dad:Iwasworkinglateandnowshedoesn't

wantmetogobecauseofthat.ShefeelsIdon't

spendmuchtimewithheranymore. 

Me:Don'tworry,she'llcomearound. 

Dad:Youthink? 

Me:Yep,IKnow.IthinkIknowwhat'sgoingon. 

Dad:Enlightenmeplease. 

Me:Don'tworryaboutit. 

Dad:Nokubonga! 

Hewarned,Ijustchuckled. 

Me:Youdrivingmetoschoolor? 

Dad:Ifyoutryingtochangethesubjectthen-

Me:IthinkI'lljusttakeataxi. 

HesnortedandIlaughedsilently.Iknewhe'd

neverallowmetotakeataxi.Well,atleastnot



inthemorning.It'sourtimetogether.Ifinished

withmybreakfastthenweleft. 

Dad:How'sitgoing? 

Me:Alliswell,nocomplaints. 

Dad:There'snodogbarkingatyou? 

Me:Huh? 

Dad:I'maskingifyouonlyfocusingonbooks

andnotboys.

Me:Nope,I'mjustwaitingformyfuture

husbandnow,who'sgoingtosweepmeoffmy

feet. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:Andthat'sonlyhappeningin10years. 

Me:Youcanneverknow. 

Ikissedhimonthecheekandgotoffafter

takingmylunchmoney. 

ThebellrangjustasIenteredtheschoolyard

soIimmediatelywenttomyclasswhereIput



mybagdown. 

Ithenrushedtoassemblyafter. 

Iwaswiththegirlsagain,duringbreaktime.It's

amazinghowtherewasneveradullmoment

withthem. 

Karabo:GuesswhoIbumpedintoyesterday. 

Ilookedatherwithnoideaofwhoitmightbe.

Letmedescribethegirlsshortly.KaraboIstall,

caramelandalittlechubby.Thatoisabitdark,

beautifulandslenderwithalittleass.Leratois

abitlikeme,justasizebigger. 

Us:Who? 

GoodtoKnowIwasnottheonlyoneconfused. 

Karabo:K-more. 

Me:Oh 

Karabo:Itdoesn'tendthere. 

Lerato:Bua,thesuspenseismurderingus

manje. 



Karabo:Hewaswithyourfriend. 

Shesaid,lookingatme.Ihadnoideawhoshe's

talkingabout,asfarasI'mconcerned,Idon't

haveanyfriends. 

Me:Myfriend? 

Karabo:Thuli. 

Me:She'slike,myformerfriend. 

Thato:Exbestfriend. 

Karabo:Itstilldoesn'tendthere. 

Lerato:There'smore? 

Theylookedatherinanticipation.Ididn'tthinkI

wantedtohearanyfurtherbutsomehow,

whatevershewasabouttosaysounded

interestingsoastospeak.Ionlywantedto

knowforcuriosity'ssake. 

Karabo:See,Iwasjustwalkinginthemalland-

Thato:Justcutstraighttothechase. 

Welaughed.Karabonayewasjustjumping



aroundthebush.Youknow,everytimeIhearof

Thuli,Ialwaysgetsurprised.Imeanjust

yesterdayKagisosaidKamoischeatingonher

andnow,theywereseentogether.Idon'tknow

who'sfoolingwhobutthisisnothowloveis

supposedtobe. 

Karabo:She'spregnant. 

Me:Woah. 

Theydroppedtheirjaw,Ialsocouldn'tbelieveit.

Sotheyhadbeenhittingitraw? 

IwantedtolaughbutIcouldn't.Nowitmakes

sense.It'sprobablyherhormoneswhichwere

playingwithherinsecuritiesmakingherthink

Kamoischeating. 

Thato:Iguesstheyreallyserious. 

Lerato:Howdoyoufeelaboutthat? 

Me:Who?Me? 

Shenodded.Actually,Iwasn'teventouchedby

that.AsfarasI'mconcerned,theydeserveeach



other. 

Me:I'mactuallyhappyforthem. 

Thato:IknowIwouldn'tbe.Hearingmyex

impregnatedmyexfriend,steamwouldbe

comingfrommyeyes. 

Wealllaughed. 

Karabo:She'scivilized,unlikeyou. 

Ichuckled.Weallwenttoourclasseswhenthe

bellrang. 

Afterschool,Ihadtogochangethenwentto

soccerpractice.Karabowastheonlyonewho

wasn'tpartofoursoccerteam. 

Iwenttochangeafterpracticethenwenthome,

exhaustedashell. 

Kitso:Youlooklikehell 

Me:Ifeelevenworse. 

Ithrewmybagdownandwenttomyroom

whereItookashowerandanaprightafter. 



IhadagreedtomeetupwithKagionSaturday.

Itwasjustaround2pmwhenItookaquick

showersoICouldgetready.

Iwasgoingtovisitheratherhome.Iwasn'tany

worriedaboutKamosinceIwassooverhim. 

Igotout,driedAndlotioned.Iworemywhite

anklegrazerwithalongsleevesdenimshirtand

tuckeditinthefront.Iworeblackstripped

sandalsandgoldhoopearrings.Itookmysling

bag,withmyphoneandwallet. 

Iwentbacktothelounge,findingdadwithKitso,

whohadherlegsontopofmyfather. 

Me:I'mgoingtomeetupwithafriend. 

Kitso:Lookinglikethat? 

Me:How? 

Dad:Likesomeonegoingonadate. 

Me:Ohplease,I'llseeyouguyslater. 

Dad:Playitsafe.



Me:Thatsayingisgettingoldnow. 

Kitsolaughed.Ijustleftandwalkedtotheir

house.Itwasameretwominutesthere.Well,

lessthanfiveminutes. 

Igotintheyard,wenttoknockonthekitchen

door. 

"Coming"

Someonesaidfromtheinside.Iwentbackabit.

Theyopened. 

"Hey"

Ilookedup,itwasKamogelo. 

Me:Hi,I'mhereforyourtwin. 

Kamo:Wow,reallycan'tbelieveyouhere. 

Me:Ain'tyougonnaletmein? 

Heclearedhisthroat.Ismiled. 

Kamo:Ofcourse. 

Hemadespaceformetogetin,Iheardhim



sighbehindme.Iwasabouttowalktothe

loungewhenIfound...Waitforit,Thuli. 

Shecouldn'tevenlookmeintheeye.Ididn't

evensitdown. 

Me:Canyoucallherforme? 

Kamo:I..Umm..Yeah,sure. 

Me:Thanks. 

Heexcusedhimself,wentsomewhereinside

thehouse. 

Me:Iheardcongratulations areinorder. 

Ifinallymanagedtosay,breakingtheiceof

silencewhichhadfilledtheroom.Ihadlastsaw

herthedayIbrokeupwithKamogeloandyet,

herewerewe. 

Shelookedatme,puzzled.Ilookedather

tummy.That'swhenshegotwhatImeant. 

Shefakedasmile. 

Thuli:Ohhyah. 



Me:Congrats.

Thuli:ThankYou. 

"Youhere"Iturnedtolookather.Weshareda

hug. 

Kagi:Youlooksizzlinghot. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Thanks. 

Kagi:Mybrotherjusthadtobringhisgirlfriend

heresoIguess,we'llhavetogoout. 

Me:Idon'thaveaproblemwithstayingthough. 

Kamo:Youdon't? 

Me:Unlessyouguyswantsomespace..Wait,

don'tyouhavearoomattheback? 

Kagi:Ineverthoughtaboutthat,wecango

swimming. 

Me:That'snotabadidea,whilesippingon

somecocktails. 



Shelaughed. 

Kagi:Youreadmymind. 

Me:Idon'thaveswimwearwithmethough. 

Kagi:Don'tworry,Igotyou. 

IlookedatThuli,herjawhaddropped. 

Me:Closeyourmouthsweetie,beforeaflygets

inthere. 

Kamogelolaughed.Kagisanotookmyhandand

Ithinkweweregoingtoherroom.Ihadbeen

herebeforebutneverwenttootherrooms

otherthantheloungeandkitchen. 

Kagi:Ireallydon'tlikethatgirl. 

Me:Can'tsaythesameaboutyourbrother. 

Kagi:He'sstuckwithher.Anyway,let'snottalk

abouther.Redorwhite? 

Me:I'llgowithred. 

Shewasholdingtwoswimsuits,stillhaving

pricetags.Itookoffmyclothes.Shewentwith



white. 

Minehadanopenback,itwasbeautifuland

revealedallofmystomach.YouKnowsoccer

keepsmeactive,I'vegotabeautifulstomach,

notmeaningtoblowmyownhornbuthey! 

Kagi:Wenankaonyala,ifIwasaboy. 

Ilaughed.IwasmuchbetterwithSetswana

becauseofKitso,althoughtalkingwasabit

problematicbutIcouldhearit. 

Me:Thanks. 

Shegavemeatowel,whichIwrappedonmy

lowerbody.Wewentbacktothelounge. 

Kagi:Youstillhere? 

Kamo:Iliveheretoo. 

Hiseyeswenttome.Helookedatme,more

likestaredatmeuntilThuliclearedherthroat. 

Thuli:IthinkthebabyJustkicked. 

Iwantedtolaughbutcontainedmyself.She



wasstillfeelingthreatenedbyme,ayearlater. 

Ipityhershame.Wemadeourcocktails,dad

wassogoingtokillmefornotstickingtothe

curfew. 

IsawthatIwasreallygoingtohavemuchfun

here. 

Kamo:I'mgoingtodropThulioff,whatcanIget

you? 

Kagi:Atubofvanillaicecream,that'sall. 

Kamo:Khensani? 

Me:I'mgood. 

Theyleft,althoughThulididn'tlooktoohappy

aboutthat,she'lljusthavetobestrongwethu. 

Kagi:Finally,somepeace. 

Ilaughed.Ourcocktailswerenonalcoholicand

wealsomadesomesnacks. 

Wetookthemtothepoolside. 

Wetooksomanypictureswhileswimming,



don'taskmehowandsomeinJuatour

swimwear. 

ItwasawholelotoffunthatIevenwishedI

didn'thavetogohome. 

Wewerejustlayingbythepoolwhilesippingon

cocktailswhenKamogelocame. 

Kagi:Whatdoyouwant? 

Kamo:Ijustcametocheckuponyouguys. 

Kagi:She'snothereforyouKamogelo,getthat

throughyourhead. 

Kamo:Igetthat. 

Kagi:Tellme,didyoufeelthebabykicking? 

Iwantedtolaughyetagain,Kamojust

maintainedastraightface.Herstomachwas

barelyshowingyetshetalkedaboutthebaby

kicking,yeahright. 

Kamo:Younotbeingfunny. 

Me:Readytobeadaddy? 



Kamo:I'mreadytomakeyoupregnant. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Iwaswarminguptotheideaofbeingan

auntyouknow. 

Kagi:AndI'llbethegodmother. 

Me:Iwonderifit'sgonnabeaboyorgirl. 

Kagi:Ormaybetwins. 

Welaughed.Heclickedhistongueandleft. 

Kagi:Youknow,thatgirlisfarfrombeinggood. 

Me:Irealizedthatlatebutyea,youright. 

Kagi:OneDay,she'llpayforallshedid. 

Me:She'llreapwhatshesow. 

AfteragooddaywithKagi,gettingtoknow

eachotherwell,Ihadtogohome.

Sheaccompaniedmehome,togetherwithher

twin.Itwasaround6:30pm.

Kagi:Docomenexttime. 



Me:Hopefully,we'llbealone. 

Kagi:We'lltalkonwhatsapp. 

Kamo:Youhavehernumber? 

Kagi:That'snoneofyourbusiness. 

Kamo:She'smy-

Kagi:Exgirlfriend,she'smufriendnow. 

Well,theyalwaysfightinglikethis,Iguessit'sa

twinthing.Wehuggedforthelasttime. 

Kamo:Iwantakiss. 

Me:Yahlanya. 

Ilefthimthereandwalkedinsidetheyard. 

Ireallyhadagoodtimeshame,nodoubt. 

.

.
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IwasgoingtochurchsoIgotup,tookabath,

driedandlotioned.Everythingthathappened



yesterdayshowedmehowfarIhadcome.I

meanIusedtobescaredofpeopleofeven

goingoutbutnow,Iwasabletoevenstandup

formyself.TherewasevenatimewhereI'd

changeroutesimmediatelywhenIsaw

Kamogeloapproachingbutnow,nowhewas

shittome. 

Ireallydowondersometimeswhatbindshimto

Thuli,evenablindpersoncanseethere'sno

lovetherebutagain,it'snoneofmybusiness. 

Iworeamaroonbodyhuggingdress,that

reachedbelowmykneeswithablackblazer

andIworeBlackplatformheels.Iworeaformal

hatonmyhead,tookmybagandputon

everythingIwasgoingtoneedinit,including

myBible. 

Ifoundthefamilyhavingbreakfast. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Dad:Whendidyouarrive? 



Me:I'mgood,thanksandyou? 

Kitsogiggled. 

Kitso:LeavethekidaloneAndile.Goodmorning

baby. 

Dad:Wenotdone. 

Ijustchuckledandsatdown.Theywerealready

dressedforchurch. 

Afterbreakfast,weallgotinthecaranddrove

tochurch. 

Youknow,Ireallydon'tknowwhyInever

wantedtogotochurchinthefirstplace,yesit

wasbecauseofpeopleandtheirattitudebutI

hadnowrealizedthatallthatdidn'tmatter.I

shouldhaveinstead,justfocusedonmy

relationshipwithGodinsteadofallowingpeople

todictatemylifeforme,tomakemefeelsmall

andmakingmelookdownonmyself. 

AsIgotmoreclosertoGod,myeyesgotopen

andIrealizedthatitdidn'tmatterwho'sagainst



measlongasGodisforme. 

Likeallotherserviceswealwayshaveatchurch,

thisonewasalsounique.Iwaspartofthe

praiseandworshipteamandIlovedit.Istarted

offasshyandtremblingbutnow,Iwasmuch

betterandIcouldfinallystandandevenleada

songonmyown. 

Afterchurch,ourpastoraskedmetostay

behindsoItolddadI'lltakeataxiback. 

Dad:Whatifyougetlost? 

Me:HowlonghaveIbeenstayinghere?Come

ondad,I'm18forheaven'ssake. 

Dad:You'llalwaysbeababytome,nomatter

howoldandGreyyouget. 

Me:Okayfinedaddy,Igetyourpoint. 

Kitso:He'sgonnahavetoacceptthatyou

grownupnowsoonerorlater. 

Dad:Iwon'thavetoacceptanything. 



Me:YouknowthePastorisstillwaitingforme. 

Dad:Fine,youcangobutkeepyourphoneon

andcallmeifyouchangeyourmindabout

takingataxi. 

Me:Yesdad,Iwill. 

IhuggedEmshortlyandranbacktothe

church. 

Iknockedoncebeforeenteringintohisoffice. 

Ps:Youmaysitdown. 

Ididasinstructedandlookeddown,playedwith

myfingers.Idon'tknowwhybutIwasshit

scared,IkeptwonderingifIhaddonewrong

withGodwithoutrealisingitorCoulditbeIhad

behavedinanungodlymanner?Awholelotof

thoughtswererushingthroughmymind. 

Helookedatme,relaxed.Ionlystaredback

onceandnoticedthesmilethatwascreptupon

hisface. 

Ps:Youlooknervous. 



Me:Iwon'tlie,Iam. 

Ps:Relax,youdidnothingwrong. 

Irelaxedabit.Hestilllookedatmeforawhile

beforesayinganything.Itriednottooverreact

ortothinkofthingsthatdon'tmakeanysense. 

Ps:Youknow,Iwishyoucouldseeyourself

throughGod'seyes. 

Ilookedathim,puzzled.Ihadnoideawhathe

wastalkingaboutnow.Ilookedathim,

expectinghimtoexplainfurther. 

Ps:SometimesevenIdon'tunderstandhow

Godworksbutwhatweshouldkeepinmindis

thateverythinghappensforhisglory. 

Me:Withallduerespect,youtalkinginriddles. 

Hechuckled.Ijustlookedathim.Ihadtoget

usedtohimalwaysfindinghumorin

everything. 

Ps:ThingsofGodnevermakesensebecause

hedoesthingsHisway.JesusChristlovesyou. 



Me:Ilovehimtoo. 

Ps:It'sgoodtoseehowfaryou'vecome. 

Helookedatmewithasmile,Ismiledback. 

Me:It'sallbyhisgrace. 

Ps:ThethingaboutGodis,heallowsustogo

throughchallengesthatareameasureofour

faith.Leanonhimalways,he'llneverforsake

you. 

Inodded.HewastalkinginparablesbutItried

muchtounderstand. 

Ps:Doyouseeyourselfgettingmarriedinthe

future? 

Me:Umm..Well,yeah,Ido. 

Ps:Everythingisgonnacomewithalotof

challengesbutjustKnowGodwillbethere

throughitall. 

Me:Yes,sir. 

Ps:That'llbeall,seeyounextweekSunday. 



Me:ThankYousir. 

Henodded,Igotupandleft. 

Challenges.Weallgothroughthem.Ididn't

wanttoknowwhatkindofchallengesbutI

knewthatIwouldbeabletotriumphoverthem

becausegreaterisHethatisinmethanthe

devilintheworld. 

Itookataxihome,tryingnottothinkmuch

aboutmyconversationwiththePastor.One

thingwithGodis,hedoesn'ttellyouthespecific

timewhenthingsaregoingtohappenbutyou

justseethemhappening.

Arrivinghome,Itookoffmyheelsbecausemy

feetwerekillingmenow.Iwastiredandhungry

butIdecidedtotakeashowerinstead. 

Myparentswereinthediningroom,eating

withoutmebutIwasn'tanybothered. 

Itookawarmshowerafterstrippingcompletely

naked.IdriedandlotionedwhenIwasdone. 



IworeaT-shirtandpantswithmysleepers

beforegoingbacktothekitchenformyfood. 

TheyweredoneandwatchingTV. 

Dad:So? 

Me:So? 

Isatdownonthecouchandstartedeatingin

frontoftheTV.

Dad:Whatdidhesay? 

Me:Nothingmuch. 

Dad:Hewouldnotjustcallyoufor"nothing

much" 

Hedidtheinvertedcommasintheair.Asmuch

asI'malwaysopenwithdad,Ididn'twanttotell

anyoneaboutthis. 

EvenIwasconfusedsohowmuchmorewill

theybewhenItellthem? 

Kitso:Maybeshedoesn'twanttotalkaboutit. 

Me:It'snotabigdeal,there'snothingtotell. 



Kitso:It'sokay,weunderstand. 

Thefollowingweeks,Iconcentratedonmy

books,church,Godandmyfamily. 

KagisanoandIwouldmeetonceinawhileand

Kamogeloalwaysmadeitapointhe'spresent

duringallthesetimes. 

SomehowIthinkhediditonpurpose,Icouldn't

understandwhyhecouldn'tjustleavemealone

andconcentrateonhisgirlfriendandtheir

unbornbaby. 

IwasstillfriendswithLeratoandtheothersand

I'dchillwiththemonmostbreakswhenI'mnot

busy. 

Beinginmatricwasnoeasyworksowe'd

sometimesevenattendduringbreak,itwas

crazybutIwasn'tcomplaining. 

LikeIhadbeensaying,Kitsowaspregnantand

shewasnowThreemonthspregnant. 

ItwasthebeginningofMarch. 



KagisanoandIhadagreedtogotothemall

together,wewerenowmorecloserthanever

andIwasgladshenevertalkedabout

Kamogeloorhintedanythingabouthimunlike

Kagisowhowasstillforcingfriendshipwith

me. 

Ireallydon'tknowwhyshecouldn'tjustaccept

thatIdidn'twanttobefriendswithher.Shewas

waytooloyaltoThuli,you'dswearshehadher

onsomecontrollingspellorsomething. 

Ididn'ttrustherandIstoodmygroundandkept

ontellingherhowIwasreallynotinterestedin

beingfriendswithher. 

AsfarasI'mconcerned,she'sbadcompany

andfromwhatIknow,badcompanycorrupts

goodcharacter. 

Kitso:Ireallydidn'tthinkbeingfriendswithher

wasagoodideabutImustadmit,she'sgood

foryou. 

Ismiled.Dadwasprobablyatwork,onSaturday



soyoucanimagine.Kitsowasglowing,

pregnancysuitedherbutIdidn'twantto

mentionit.Dadoncedidandshegotmad,

sayinghecalledherfat.Atjust3months,I

wonderhowshe'sgoingtobewhenshe'sfat

andlookinglikeawhale. ￼ ￼ Pleasedon't

mentionIsaidthatthough,she'llspendthe

wholeweeknottalkingtome. 

Wewereinmyroom,Ihadjusttakenabath. 

Me:Idon'tknowwhattowear. 

Kitso:Whoyoutryingtoimpress? 

Me:Imightbumpintomyfuturehusbandatthe

mall,Ineedtolookgoodalways. 

Shelaughed. 

Kitso:Foramomentthere,Ithoughtyou'dsay

Kamo. 

Me:Ohno,that'sneverhappening. 

Kitso:I'msohappyhe'sjusthistorynow. 



Me:Yeahhey,Imean,Ifinallycanmentionhis

namewithoutcryingOrmyheartskippinga

beat. 

Kitso:Istillthinkyouguysaremeanttobe

though. 

Me:Ohno,pleasekeepthatopiniontoyourself. 

Shechuckled.Itookoutabluedenimskirt,

whichhuggedmeonthehipsandwasabove

mykneeswithawhiteT-shirtandputmy

leatherjacketontop.Ithenworemyallpink

adidassuperstars. 

Me:HowdoIlook? 

Kitso:Youlooksplendid. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Thanks. 

Shetookoutherphone,Ichuckled. 

Kitso:Suchbeautyneedstobecaptured. 

Iposedasshetookpicturesofmeand



promisedtosendthemtome. 

Me:Ithinkit'stimeIgotanupgradeonmy

phone. 

Kitso:Youshouldtalktoyourdad. 

Me:Youknowhowheis.Iwashopingyou

mentionitduringoneofyourbedroomtalks. 

Shelaughedandpushedmelightly. 

Kitso:I'mstillyourelder. 

Me:Sorrymom. 

Sheshotmeadeathstare,Ijustlaughed.Itook

mybagandphone,thenkissedheronthe

cheek. 

Kitso:Youreallyleavingmealone? 

Herewego.Thisreallywasgoingtobealong

pregnancyforus. 

Shedidnotwantanyofusleavingherbehind.It

wasworsewithdad. 

Me:Youknow,I'mreallyopentotheideaofus



gettingacat. 

Kitso:Awhite,cutekitten. 

Shemadeaface,Ichuckled. 

Me:Yeah,weshouldtellhim.Bye. 

Ikissedheronthecheekthenleft.Itookataxi,

IwasgoingtomeetheratMcDonaldsandshe

toldmeshewastherealready. 

IwalkedtoMcDonaldsimmediatelywhenI

arrivedatthemall. 

SheraisedherhandasIlookedaroundsoI

couldseeitsherandIwalkedtohertable,she

wasalone. 

Me:Hey. 

Kagi:Hi. 

Shegotupandwesharedahug. 

Kagi:Youlookhot. 

Me:Youlooksexy. 



Shegiggled.Shewaswearingaredshort

jumpsuitwithblackgladiators. 

Kagi:Iorderedforyou.

Me:It'slikeyoureadmymind,I'msohungry. 

Ourorderscamefiveminuteslater.Itwasbeef

burgerswithfriesandacoke. 

Me:So,younevertoldmeaboutyour

boyfriend. 

Isaid,takingabiteofmyburger.Shelookedat

meforawhilethentookasipofhercoke. 

Kagi:I'vebeensingleforthreemonths. 

Myjawdropped.Inevercouldhaveimagined. 

Me:Youkidding. 

Shechuckled. 

Kagi:IwishIwas. 

Me:Whythough? 

Kagi:Itwasamessybreakup,neededtimeto



heal.Whyareyousingle? 

Ilaughed.It'sbeenmorethanayearandIjust

haven'tfoundsomeoneinterestingandagain,I

didn'thavetimeforrelationships.LasttimeI

gavesomeoneachance,Iendedupgetting

hurt. 

Me:Haven'tmettheone. 

Shelaughed.Itwasastupidanswer,Ilaughed

withher. 

Kagi:Don'tlook. 

Me:What?Where? 

Kagi:Shh.. 

Myeyesstartedroamingaroundtofindthree

guysallstaringatus. 

Me:Ohmy. 

Iturnedandlookedather.Ihadmybackonthe

guys,whowerejustattheentrance.Theydidn't

looklikepeoplestillatschool,theywere



probablypartoftheworkingclassbutnotthat

old. 

Kagi:They'recoming. 

Me:What? 

Kagi:Tryandcalmdown. 

It'slikeshewassayingtheoppositetomyheart

whichstartedpounding,Idon'tknowforwhat

reason. 

Someoneclearedtheirthroat.Welookedat

themandmyjawimmediatelydropped. 

Itwasonlytwoofthem.Onewaswhiteandthe

otheronewasblack,caramelincomplexion.

Theylookedhandsomeandsoyoung.The

whiteonehadbroadshoulders,wastallwith

sparklingblueeyesandpinklips. 

Theblackonewasabitshorterthanhim,alittle

builtup,withonebracketandblackandpinkish

lips.Hehadlightbrowneyes. 

Kagisanopokedme. 



Me:Huh?

TheyalllaughedandIrealizedIhadbeen

droolingsomuchthatIdidn'thearanything

theysaid. 

Blackguy:IsaidI'mLuthando,what'syour

name? 

Me:Umm..I..Khensani,I'mKhensani. 

Luthando:Nicename. 

Me:Thanks. 

Luthando:Look,Igottago,canIhaveyour

numbers? 

Me:Huh?

Kagisanopokedmeagain,Ireallydon'tknow

whatwashappeningforme.It'slikeIkept

losingtouchwithrealityeveryonceinawhile. 

Kagi:What'sgoingonwithyou?

Me:What? 

Luthando:Isthisyourphone? 



Hepointedatmyphonewhichwasontopof

thetable,Inodded. 

Hetookitandasmileflashedonhisface. 

Luthando:Nopasswordhuh?

Hesmirked.Hedidwhateverhewasdoingand

gavemebackmyphonebeforebiddingus

farewellandwentawaywithaveryunique

walk. 

Kagi:He'shotNeh. 

Me:What?Who? 

Ilookedbackatherandshechuckled. 

Kagi:Liannetookmynumbers. 

Me:Who'sthat? 

Shelaughedatmyconfusedexpression. 

Kagi:Youwouldhavenoticedhimifyouweren't

busydroolingoverThando. 

Me:Iwasn'tdrooling. 



Idefendedandshelaughed,Ijustletherbe. 

Kagi:Theysettledourbill. 

Me:Really? 

Kagi:Yep! 

Shegrinned.Wegotup,tookourphonesand

bagsthenleft. 

Wewenteyeshoppingfirstbeforebuyingwhat

weCouldafford.Afewjeans,bras,shorts,

croppedtopsandswimsuits. 

Wewerenowintheparkinglot. 

Me:Whatarewewaitingforagain?I'mtired. 

Kagi:They'llbehereinafew. 

Me:Ireallydon'thavetimeforthis,youshould

havejustletmetakeataxi. 

Kagi:They'rehere. 

Ididn'treply.Iwassittingononeofmy

shoppingbags.Ididn'tcare,Iwasjusttired

fromalltheshopping. 



Retailtherapyisexhausting. 

"Sowemeetagain"

Thevoicesoundedfamiliar,Ilookedup. 

Istruggledtofindmyvoiceyetagain.He

smiled. 

Me:Umm..H-Hi

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Khensani. 

Hegavemehishandandhelpedmeupthen

tookmyshoppingbags. 

Me:Where'smy.. 

Thando:InLiaane'scar. 

Me:Oh. 

Thando:Ihopeyoudon'tminddrivingwithme. 

Me:AndifIdo? 

Thando:You'lljusthavetobepatientwithme

justforthosefewminutes. 



Me:Fairenough. 

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin.Heput

mybagsinthebackseatandwenttohisside. 

Thando:So,I'mguessingyouStillinschool. 

Me:Umm,yeah,it'smylastyearthough. 

Thando:Youinmatric? 

Me:Yeah. 

Thando:Howoldareyou? 

Me:I'mturning19.

Thando:Youlookyoungthough,likeyou

probably16.

Ilaughed. 

Me:Yea,Igetthatalot. 

Thando:HowolddoIlook? 

Me:22maybe. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:I'm23.



Me:Almostgotit.I'llgetoffhere. 

Thando:Sosoon? 

Hefrowned.Ismiled. 

Me:Timeflies. 

Thando:I'llseeyouagain,don'tknowwhen. 

Me:Maybe. 

Thando:Dopickupyourphone. 

Me:Willdo. 

Hegavememybagsbeforecomingtoopenmy

doorforme.

Thando:Hugmaybe? 

Me:Idon'thugstrangers. 

Helaughed. 

Thando:Fareenough. 

Me:Bye. 

Hewatchedmewalkaway,Icouldfeelhiseyes

onme. 



Ijustsmiled.Igotinsidethehouse,dad'scar

wasoutside. 

Iwenttoputmybagsinmyroomthenhearda

peepfrommyphone. 

Iopenedthetext. 

"Missyoualready ￼:( "

Ijustsmiled.Ididn'treply.Luthando

though. ￼

.

.

[08/23,19:10]MustangMan:46

OnMonday,Iwokeupandtookabath.Iwas

tired,Ibarelyslept.Ispentmostofmynight

talkingtoLuthandooverthephonethatIthinkI

feelasleepwhilehewasstillspeaking. 

IsnoozedmyalarmtwicebeforeIfinallywoke

up.IhadtoaddbathsaltssoIcouldgetouta

bitrefreshed. 



IgotoutwhenIwasdonethendriedand

lotionedmybody. 

IwasabitrefreshedbutIcouldstillfeel

exhaustioninmybody. 

Iworemystockings,skirt,T-shirtandtie.I

combedmyhair,Ihadunplaitedmyhair.Imade

twoponytailsandwenttothekitchen. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Ikissedthembothonthecheeks. 

Kitso:Someoneishappy. 

Dad:Morning. 

Isatdown,withdadlookingatmewithcaution. 

Me:Andthen? 

Dad:What?I'mIwrongtolookatmydaughter? 

Me:KodwayoulookingatmelikeI'maconvict

inapolicecell. 

Dad:Apologiesthen. 



Ilethimbeanddishedupsomebreakfast,eggs

andstuff. 

Kitso:Youneverreallytoldmehowyouwenton

Saturday. 

Asmileinvoluntarilycreptupinmyface.Dad

lookedatmewitharaisedeyebrow.Haibo,this

guy. 

Anyway,Iwipedthesmileoff,clearedmythroat

thenfinallyspoke. 

Me:Ihadagoodidea.Kagisanoisreallyfunto

bearound,weevenwentshopping. 

Kitso:Icanseebythebigsmileandhowyour

eyeslitupwhenyoutalkedabouther. 

Me:Yeahhey. 

Dad:Isthatallthathappened? 

Me:Whatelse?MaybeI'mmissingsomething. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Kitsochuckledwhile

dadjustshookhishead. 



Dad:Well,Ihopeyoubeinghonest. 

Me:Haidad,youbeingcreepynow. 

Dad:Iwasjustsaying,movingon,howdidyou

sleep? 

Me:Umm..I..Good,Isleptgood. 

Dad:Mm

It'slikehecouldseerightthroughme.Ididn't

haveanythingtohidethough. 

Anyway,afterbreakfast,Iwasinthebackseat

becauseKitsowasbackatwork. 

Kitso:IreallywishIwasn'tgoingtowork. 

Me:Tiredalready? 

Kitso:LikeIhardlyslept. 

Ifonlysheknewshewasn'ttheonlyone.Iwas

reallyexhaustedthoughIwasn'tshowingbutI

knewthetirednesswillovercomeastheday

proceeds. 

Dad:Pleasebehaveyouinmatricnow.You



can'taffordanydistractions. 

Me:Yesdaddy. 

Dad:I'mproudofhowfaryou'vecomeandI

trustthatyouwon'tletanyoneoranythingbring

youback. 

Me:Yebobaba. 

Kitso:Takecare,weloveyou. 

Me:YouguysdoknowI'mcomingbackinlike8

hoursright? 

Theychuckled.Ihadtosaythatthough,you'd

swearI'mgoingawayfordaysorweeksoreven

months. 

DadgavememymoneyandIgotoff,thebell

rangjustasIwasapproachingthegate. 

ItseemsI'malwayslatenow.Anyway,Iwentto

putmybagintheassembly. 

Iwentbacktoclassafterassemblyandlessons

commencedasusual.Ireallywishthey'dallend



thenwegotobreakwhenwe'veattendedall

lessons.IknewIwasgonnacomebackand

sleepinclassafterlikeapregnantlearner. 

Whenthebellrangforbreak,Igotoutandwent

todrinksomewaterfirst. 

Ithenwenttobuyamagwenyawithchicken

feet. 

Lerato:Woah. 

Iswhatshesaidimmediatelywhenshesaw

whatIwaseating.I'mnotafanofoilyfoodbutI

reallyfeltlikeeatingthatatthatmoment. 

Me:Don'tevensayIt. 

Isaidwithachuckle.Isatdown. 

Karabo:Youknow,I'mreallytiredofbeing

singlenow. 

Lerato:WhathappenedtoXoli? 

Karabo:Argh,youmeanthatdouchebag. 

Me:Wait...WhichXoli? 



NowIreallyneededtoknowcausetheonlyXoli

thatclickedonmymindwastheoneThuli

datedatGrade10.

Hewasdoingmatriclastyear,probablyat

varsitynow. 

Thequestionthatwillfollowifsheprovidesme

withaconfirmationiswhentheystarted

dating. 

Idon'tknowwhyIwassuddenlycuriousto

knowbecauseThuliwasn'tmyfriendanymore

orcoulditbethatImaybewantedtoknowif

sheliedtomeaboutthey'rerelationshipas

well? 

Ireallyhadnoaffirmativeanswerforthat. 

Karabo:Hewasdoingmatricherelastyear. 

Bingo!Wetalkingaboutthesameperson.Iwas

abouttoaskhermyfollowingquestionwhen

Thatospoke. 

Thato:Ithoughtyouguyswerehappilyinlove. 



Sheasked,confusionclearlyaudibleInher

voice. 

Karabo:Ithoughtsotoo.It'sjustnotthesame

anymore 

Lerato:Okay,nowI'mconfused. 

Karabo:Idon'tlovehim. 

Me:Howlonghaveyouguysbeentogether? 

Karabo:We'vebeentogetherforthreeyears

now. 

Me:Wait..What? 

Lerato:Yousoundsurprised. 

Me:It'sjust..ThulioncedatedaXoli. 

Karabo:Ohyeah,youknowIthinkhe'sstillin

lovewithher. 

Me:Okay,I'mconfused.WhatamImissing? 

Lerato:Wellbasically,healmostleftherfor

Thuli. 



Me:Wow. 

Karabo:Ilovedhimsomuchthen.Iwas

actuallyhappywhenshelefthiminstead. 

Me:Inevergottoknowhowthatended. 

Karabo:Ijust..Ifeelstuck.It'slikeI'mholding

ontosomethingthatain'ttherenomore. 

Thato:Isshereallypregnant? 

Thatwasprobablyherwayofchangingthe

subjectbutIfeelwewerestillonthesame

topicinaway. 

Actually,Ialsowonderedifshewasreally

pregnant.ImeanThembekadidfakeher

pregnancytotryandtrapQuinton. 

Itdidn'tworkandwhatI'mtryingtosayis,the

truthalwayshasawayofcomingout,

regardlessofwhatthetruthmightbeinthis

case. 

Karabo:Ithinksobutsomehow,I'mnotbuying

it. 



Lerato:WeallknowK-morelovedBongaand

nother,shecouldprobablybefakingit. 

Me:Youthinkshe'dgotosuchextremes?

They'vebeentogetherforsolong. 

Thato:AllI'msayingis,wecannotputanything

acrossthatgirl.KonkeKuyenzeka,especially

whenItcomestoher. 

Me:I'mlookingforwardtobeinganauntthough,

soIreallyhopeshe'spregnant. 

Lerato:Doyoureallymeanthat? 

Me:Yep,Ido. 

Lerato:Imean,areyoureallyoverhim? 

Me:Icanbetmyownlifeonit. 

Karabo:Youknow,beingsingleisgoodonyou.

Youevenglowing. 

Me:Yousay? 

Igrinned.Theychuckled.Weallwenttoour

differentclassesafterthat. 



IwasreallyhappywhenthefinalBelloftheday

rang.Isatdownalittle. 

Iwasexhausted,Isleptontwoofthelast

periods. 

"Onewouldthinkyouwereupallnight,ohaver"

Ilookedup.ItwasNobuhle.Myheadhadbeen

bowedonthetableuntilshespoke. 

Me:HowIwishthatwastrue. 

Shesatdownbesidesme.Okay,what's

happeningnow? 

Nobuhle:Youknow,webothlostK-moresoI

don'tseewhywestillfighting. 

Me:Wenotfighting,youshouldknowthat's

yourstyle.Notmine. 

Nobuhle:Ouch.IguessIdeservethat. 

YoudeservemuchmorebutbecauseI'ma

Christian,Iwasn'tabouttoletthedeviltakeany

controlofmymind. 



TheBibledoessay;"Rebukethedevilandhe

willfleefromyou"

Anyway,movingon,Ididn'treplytothatbut

lookedatherinstead. 

Sheclearedherthroat. 

Nobuhle:Ithinkitwasmoreofanobsession

thanlove.HadIknownhewasplayingmeall

along,Iwouldn'thavefoughtforhim.AllI'm

tryingtosayis,IamtrulysorryforallthatIput

youthrough.Datingthepresidentturnedme

intosuchabitch. 

Igiggled.Thatwastrue. 

Nobuhle:I'mnotsayingwebefriends,butI'm

askingthatweputeverythingbehindus. 

Youknow.Iwasactuallygladshewasending

whateverbeefsheusedtohavewithme. 

Iwasn'tinterestedinhowgenuineshemightbe

orifshecouldbelyingbutthematterofthe

momentwasputtingeverythingbehindusandI



couldn'tsaynotothat. 

Me:Iagreewithyou.Imean,we'vebeen

classmatesforthreeyearsnow,it'sonlyfairwe

getalong. 

Nobuhle:Exactly,doesthatmeanyouforgive

me? 

Ismiled,lookingather. 

Me:Ofcourse. 

Hereyesglowed. 

Nobuhle:ThankYou.

Shestoodup. 

Nobuhle:Justfortherecord,youbeautiful.Way

morethanyouthink. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Shenoddedandleft,tossingherasssideto

side. 

Itwastimeformetogonow.Allthatwason

mymindwasgettinghome,takingashower



andthrowingmybigassonthebed. 

Isighedandtookmybag.HowIwishIwasa

magician,I'dsnapmyfingersandbehomeina

second. 

Anothersigh.Mybagevenfeltmoreheavythan

usual,ifyouknowwhatImean. 

ThewalktotheGatewaslongerthanMandela's

walktofreedom. 

Ididn'tevenbotherwalkinganyfurther,Iwaited

rightthereforataxi. 

IstoppedthefirsttaxiIsaw,surprisingly,itwas

emptybutIdidn'tevenbothersittinginthefront

passengerseat. 

"Youlooktired"

Me:Trustme,Ifeelmorethantired. 

Isaid,sleepingonmyarms. 

"Youdon'trecognizemyvoice?"

Ireallyhadn'tbeenpayingthatmuchattention



towhoevercouldbetalkingtomeandit'swhen

heasked,thatIlookedupathim. 

Me:Woah,youataxidrivernow? 

Hechuckled.Itwasthekinderchucklethat

wouldmakeyouLaugh,nomatterhowangry

youmightbesoIendeduplaughingathis

laugh,ifthatmakessensetoyou. 

Thando:No,ifIwas,thistaxiwouldbefull. 

Me:Sowhat'shappening? 

Thando:Myfatherownsataxibusiness. 

Me:Ohh,soyoucametopickmeup? 

Thando:Completelyacoincidence.Ididn'teven

knowyouweregonnacomeatthattimeorthat

youevenschoolhere. 

Me:IguessIjustbumpedintoyouthen.Lucky

me.I'mgonnasavesometaxifaretoday. 

Hechuckled.God,whywashedoingthis?I

laughedagain.Heneedstostop. 



Iendedupjustsmiling. 

Thando:Wellbecauseit'syou,I'llletitslide. 

Me:Yeah,plusyouoweme. 

Thando:Whatfor? 

Me:Youkeptmeupalmostallnight,nowI'm

exhausted. 

Helaughed.Itwassexy,ifthatevenmakes

sense,butdon'tworry,I'mnotgettingany

ideas. 

Thando:Youactuallytheonewhoowesmefor

sleepingwithoutevensayinggoodnight.Ikept

sayingKhensani,Khen,BabybutDololoreply. 

Iburstoutinlaughter.IthoughtIwasthecrazy

onebuthewasthecraziest.

Me:Iguesswesquarenow. 

Thando:Onlyfornow. 

Me:Isitjustmeorthistaxiismovingpretty

slow? 



Helaughed. 

Thando:Ijustdon'twannaletyougo. 

Hesang.Heactuallyhadagoodvoice,notbad. 

Me:More,more. 

Icheeredandhelaughed. 

Thando:That'smorethanenough. 

Ifrowned. 

Me:Yousuchamoodkill. 

Thando:Don'tworry,I'llsingforyoueverytime

yougotosleepfortherestofourlives. 

Me:Youtalkinglikewemarriedorsomething. 

Thando:WhoknowswhatdestinyhasinStore

forus. 

Hestoppedtwohousesawayfrommine. 

Thando:Iwannatakeyouout. 

Me:When? 

Thando:OnSaturday.There'sactuallythisdo



theguysarehaving. 

Me:Youaskingmetobeadate? 

Thando:Wellyea,youcanputitthatway. 

Me:I'llthinkaboutit. 

Thando:Kagisanowillalsobethere. 

Igiggled.Itwasprobablyhiswayofmakingme

sayyes. 

Me:Okayfine,I'llgowithyou. 

Thando:ThankYousweetness. 

Me:Thanksfortheride. 

Igotoutandwavedathim.Heblewmeakiss,

madeaU-turnthenhehootedandleft. 

Iarrivedhome.Idroppedmybagatthekitchen

AndstrippedwhenIgotinmyroom. 

Ididn'tevenlotionaftershowering.Ijustdried

andwrappedatowelaroundmybody. 

Ithenthrewmyselfonmybedandfinallyslept. 



.
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Ican'tsayIknewwhatwasgoingonbetween

LuthandoAndI.Wehadn'tputatitleonitbut

weweregrowingprettyclose.He'dcallme

everydayandtextme. 

IknowhesaiditwasacoincidenceonMonday

buthe'sbeenpickingmeupfromschoolsince

then. 

Notwithataxiofcourse. 

Anyway,it'sFridayandtomorrowI'mgoingwith

himtothatdo. 

Kagisanobeggedmetocomewith,onlyforme

totellherthatThandohadlongaskedme,she

wasveryexcited.She'sonlyayearolderthan

me,ifInevermentionedandwewerethebest

offriends. 

Iwassittingwithmyfamily,havingbreakfast. 



Kitso:Ican'twaittofinallygivebirth. 

Me:That'slikeinlessthanfivemonths. 

Dad:Tellherbaby.Iwonderhowyougonnafeel

whenyouat8monthsAndheavy. 

Sheshothimadeathstare.Iwantedtolaugh

butjusthelditin. 

Kitso:IfIwereyou,I'dchoosemywordswisely. 

Us:Woah! 

Ithenburstoutinlaughter,Ijustcouldn'tholdit

inanymore. 

Thedrivetoschoolwassilent.Iwasn't

complainingthough. 

HegavememymoneyandIkissedhimonthe

cheekandgotoff. 

ItseemedIwasprettyearlythistime.Iwentto

myclass,putmybagdownandjustsatdown. 

Kagiso:Lookwho'searlytoday. 

Irolledmyeyesinwardly.Ireallywasn'tinthe



moodforher. 

NotthatIeveram. 

Ijustplainlyignoredher.HowIwishIhadmy

phonewithmenow,I'dbescrollingdownonit

nowinsteadifhavingtofacethisbitch. 

Kagiso:SoIheardyouandNobuhlearefriends

now. 

Me:PleaseforwardtothepartwhereIactually

giveadamn. 

Shelookedatmewithhermouthhanging,truth

is,Ididn'twantanythingtodowithher.She's

toomuchofagossipandIdon'tknowwhatshe

Andherfriend(Thuli)wantfromme. 

Whycan'ttheyjustleavemealone? 

Iknowthatwhateversheasksme,she'sgoing

toreportbacktoThuli.

Kagiso:Youinsuchamoodtoday.Can'thandle

seeingK-morehavingababywithsomeone

else? 



Didshejustsaythat?Icouldn'tbelieve.Ialmost

slappedbutshewasobviouslygoingtothink

shehitanerve.Yazi,Idon'tgetit.Idon'tget

whytheythinkI'mstillhanguponKamogelo.I

meanIbrokeupwithhim. 

He'swithThulinowandthey'rehavingababy,

whycan'ttheyfocusonthat? 

Whydotheystillseemeasathreat? 

Me:Withwho?You? 

IactedlikeIdidnotknowwhatshewastalking

about.Ireallydidn'tcarebutIwasgoingto

leaveherwithsomethingtotalkabout,that's

forsure. 

IwassickAndtiredofherrubbingThuli's

relationshipinmyfacelikeIgiveadamn.

ThesameThuliwhodidn'ttrustheratfirst,ifit

wasn'tbecauseofme,theywouldn'tbefriends

now. 

Sheshouldbegivingmecreditforthatinstead



ofannoyingmekunje. 

Shechuckled.Iletherbe.Shetookoutaphone,

scrolleddownabitandshowedmeapicture. 

Kagiso:Thuli.ButIknowyouknow,shetoldme

sheoncesawyouathishome.Youreallytrying

tousehistwintogethimNeh?Wellsweetie,it

won'twork. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Really? 

Kagiso:HelovesThuli. 

Me:Oh,youthink? 

Kagiso:Whatdoyoumean? 

Me:Youdon'tgetit,doyou? 

Kagiso:What? 

Me:Icangethimwithjustasnapofafinger. 

Isnappedmyfinger.Shelookedatme

cautiously. 



Kagiso:Youwouldn't. 

Me:Wannabet? 

ThebellrangandIleftherwiththateggonher

faceandwenttoassembly. 

IhadnointerestinKamogelowhatsoeverbut

sometimes,youneedtojustletpeoplebelieve

whattheywantto. 

IknewshewasgoingtotellherfriendWhatI

saidbutIdidn'tcare. 

MyrelationshipwithKamogelowasdoomed

fromthestartsoasmuchaswehadagood

thinggoingon,Iwouldn'twanttohaveallthat

bitsofbadback,soIcanhavethegood. 

Ichilledwiththegirlsatbreakasusual,Karabo

wasabsentthough. 

Iwaseatingsomefruits. 

Me:Isshesick? 

Iasked,afterIhadbeentoldshe'snotat



school. 

Lerato:Shealwayshasthosesevereperiod

pains. 

Me:Thatsucks 

Thato:Somuch.So,who'sthehottiewho's

alwayspickingyouupafterschool? 

Lerato:Maybeit'sK-more.Theyprobablyback

together,Iheardhisdickisaddictive. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Eeuw. 

Lerato:Don'tactvirginonme. 

Me:Ifonlyyouknewwedidn'tevengettothat

point. 

Thato:Youkiddingright? 

Me:Nope,I'mforreal. 

Theylaughed.Ilookedatthem,confused.DidI

sayajokemaybewithoutrealisingit? 



Ihadtoask.

Me:DidIsaysomethingwrong? 

Lerato:Youactuallyserious? 

Me:Yes,likeaheartattack. 

Thato:Wow. 

Me:What'sup? 

Lerato:K-moreneverdatessomeoneandnot

fuckthem. 

Me:Really? 

Thato:Yes,he'sfuckedalmostallgirlsinthis

school. 

Me:Exceptforme. 

Lerato:Iguesshereallylovedyou. 

Thato:Indeed.Youmean,henevereven

touchedyoudownthere? 

IgiggledAndshookmyhead 

Thato:Ifhecanfuckagirlhe'snotdatingand



fuckhisgirlontheirfirstweekandnoteven

touchyouafteryoudatedsolong,hereally

lovedyou. 

Me:Iguesshedid. 

Lerato:AsforthatThuli,she'sjustwastingher

time. 

Thato:Asiftrappinghimwithababywould

work. 

Lerato:Never.Anyway,arey'allbacktogether? 

Me:What?No. 

Thato:Thenwho'sthehottie? 

Me:Luthando,afriendofmine. 

Them:Mmfriend. 

Ijustlaughed,shakingmyhead. 

Iwashappywhenthebellfinallyrangforafter

school. 

Ifoundhimwaitingformeasusual.Hewas

drivingataxithistime. 



Anyway,wehuggedshortlyandIgotin.He

knowsInevergetinthefrontdoorIsatonthe

seatbehindhis. 

Thando:Thissucks.

Me:What? 

Thando:Beingalone,inthefront. 

Me:Youshouldbeusedtoitbynow. 

Thando:Ican'twaitfortomorrow. 

Me:Oh? 

Thando:Yeah,I'llfinallygettospendawholelot

oftimewithyou. 

Me:I'mlookingforwardtoitaswell.Ihope

therewillbelotsandlotsoffood. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:YoulovefoodNeh. 

Me:That'snosin.Besides,theyaremadetobe

eaten. 



Thando:I'llmakesureourcupboardsneverrun

outoffoodthen,fortherestofourlives. 

Me:Didyoujustmakeavow? 

Hechuckled.Gosh,ifonlyheknewhowthat

alwaysmakesmefeel. 

Ifoundmyselflaughingaswell,itcomes

involuntarily. 

Thando:I'mactuallyserious. 

Me:I'llholdyoutoit 

Itookmybagandgotout.Istoodonhis

passengerwindow,fromoutside. 

Me:Tomorrow. 

Thando:12:00noon. 

Me:Gotit.Thanksfortheride. 

Iwinkedandhechuckled.Iranhome. 

Iwenttotakeashowerasalwaysbutthistime,

Ididn'tsleep.



IworeaT-shirtdresswithslippersandwentto

thekitchen,tocook. 

Iwasalone.Andagain,Imissedcooking. 

Iwasmakingricewithchickenstewandsome

coleslaw. 

Therewasaknockonthedoor.Iwasn't

expectingsomeone,soIwonderedwhothat

couldbe. 

Iwipedmyhandsbeforegoingtoopen. 

IwassurprisedtofindKamogeloonmy

doorstep.Whatwashedoinghere? 

Imean,ifdadwouldfindhimhere,Idon'teven

wanttothinkaboutwhatcouldhappen. 

Me:Whatdoyouwant? 

Kamo:CanIgetin? 

Me:UfunaniLaKamogelo? 

Hepushedmegentlytothesideandgotin.I

forgothowpersuasivehecanbe.Ilethimbe,



closedthedoorandfollowedhimtothe

lounge. 

Hehadmadehimselfcomfortableonthe

couch. 

Me:Yaziubrave. 

Kamo:I'llhaveaglassofjuiceorshouldIpour

itmyself? 

Me:Youknowifdadfindsyouhere,youwon't

comealivethistime. 

Kamo:DidyoureallyhavetobethatcruelAnd

remindmeofsuchamemory? 

Ilaughed.Theexpressiononhisfacewas

priceless. 

Me:Shouldn'tyoubefeelingyourbaby'slivings

bynow? 

Helookedatmewithastraightface.Igiggled

andwentbacktothekitchen.Hefollowedme. 

Me:Youstillhaven'ttoldmewhatyouwant. 



Kamo:Iwantyou. 

Me:Yougoingmadmfundini. 

Kamo:Iloveyou. 

Me:Youreallycrazynow. 

Kamo:Sheliedtome. 

Me:What? 

Kamo:Shewasn'tpregnant.Thedoctorsays

herwombisscarred. 

Me:Whyyoutellingmeallthis? 

Kamo:Ican'tdothisanymore.Ican'tbewitha

girlIdon'tlovebecauseofsome...Truthis,I

wantyou,Ineedyou,Iloveyou. 

Me:Ithinkyoujustconfused. 

Kamo:I'mwillingtofightforus. 

Me:There'snousKamogelo. 

Kamo:YoubrokeupwithmebutI'mtheone

whocametoyou,asfarasI'mconcerned,it's



notoveruntilIsayitis. 

Me:Thenyoureallycrazy. 

Myphonerangonthecounter,itwasjustnext

tohim. 

Me:Pleasepassmemyphone. 

Hetookit,lookedatthecalleridthenlookedat

me. 

Me:Myphonedude. 

Kamo:Who'sLuthando? 

Me:Noneofyourbusiness. 

Helookedatmewithhiseyebrowsbrought

together. 

Itriedtakingmyphoneawayfromhim.

Luthandonayecouldn'tstopcalling. 

Heansweredonthethirdring. 

Me:Kamogelo! 

Iwarnedbuthedidn'tlistentoanyofthat.



Instead,heshotmeadeathstareandIjust

shutup. 

Kamo:Khensani'sphonehello. 

Ilookedathimindisbelief. 

Kamo:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwantfrom

her? 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:She'staken,fuckoffman...Idon'tcare..

Yes,I'mtheboyfriend..Idon'tevenwannaknow

whatyoucapableof..Ifyoudarecallagain.. 

Heclickedhistongueanddroppedmyphone. 

Kamo:Younotgoingtoseethisguyagain. 

Me:That'snotforyoutodecide. 

Kamo:Iwon'trepeatmyselfKhensani. 

Me:Oh,nowbecauseyourpreciousgirlfriend

isn'tpregnantanymoreyourememberpoor

Khensani?WasItherewhenyouwerefucking

herwithnoprotection? 



Kamo:Ididn't.Thecondombroke. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:YoumorestupidthanIthought. 

Kamo:Khensani.

Me:Leavemealone,justgo.

Kamo:Youdon'tmeanthat.

Me:Ido. 

Hecametome,keptcomingcloser.Icouldn't

stepbackbecausemybackwasagainstthe

fridge. 

Kamo:YoumineKhensani,mine. 

Hekissedmynoseandleft.Ohmygod,his

breathnexttomyfacehadalreadysentchills

allovermyspine. 

Me:GetagripNokubonga. 

Iwasn'tgoingtoallowmyselftoeventhink

aboutit.Kamogeloiscrazy,I'mnotgoingtoget

backwithhim,never. 



Idon'tcarewhatbindshimtoThuli,that'snone

ofmybusiness. 

Aftercooking,IdishedupforKitsoanddad,I

wasn'thungryanymore. 

Iwasgoingtoeatlater.Iwenttomybedroom,

closedthedoorandsatonmybed.

IneededtocallThandoandexplaineverything

tohim. 

Heansweredonthefirstring. 

Thando:Khensani,isityou? 

Me:Ummyeah,it'sme. 

Thando:ThankGod.Whathappenedearlier? 

Me:Thatwassomeannoyingexofmine. 

Thando:Whatwashedoingwithyourphone? 

Me:Hewasherethenwhenitrang,Iaskedhim

topassittomebuthedecidedtofagazainmy

business. 

Thando:Ohwell,hetoldmetostayawayfrom



you. 

Me:He'sjustcrazy. 

Thando:Westillonfortomorrowright? 

Me:Yeah.Youknowifyoukeeponaskingso

manytimes,Imightchangemymind. 

Helaughedabit. 

Thando:okay,I'msorry.I'llstopasking. 

Me:Good. 

Hetoldmetodropandcalledmebackandwe

continuedtalkingtillIdon'tknowwhen. 

Kitsohadlongtoldmeshe'shomeandI'm

guessingdadwasworkinglate. 

IwaslookingforwardtoTomorrow,I'mnot

goingtostressaboutKamoheloshame. 

.

.
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Youknow,Ididn'tneedanycomplicationsinmy

lifeandKamogelowasjustgoingtobringthat. 

Icouldn'teventelldadAbouthimcominghere,I

couldn'triskhimbeatingthehelloutofhim

again.I'mprettyhewasgoingtokillhimandI

wouldn'tsurvivehavingmyfatherinjailand

beingraisedbymystepmother. 

Somethingelsehesaidwasstillringinginmy

mind."Shewasn'tpregnant"

Soshelied?Whywouldshedosomethingthis

deviousthough? 

Anyway,Ididn'twanttoeventhinkmoreabout

that.Ihadsomethingelsetothinkabout,the

date. 

Iknowit'snotadatedatebutit'sstilladate

eitherway. 

Hesaid12,andfromwhatIknowabouthim,

he'llprobablybehereby11:57am.



Itookabath,ahotbathwithallthebathsalts

andfoam. 

Ijustsatinthereandrelaxed.Itwaslikemy

ownspa,Ineededtogetridofallthetensionin

myshoulderssoIcanreallyenjoymyday

today. 

Igotoffthebathtubwhenthewaterwas

turningcold,Ididn'tevencareaboutmyskin

beingwrinkled. 

IdriedthenIlotionedandworemypantywith

nobra,Ididn'tknowwhatIwasgoingtowear. 

KagisanocalledmewhileIwasstillthat

indecisive. 

Me:Hey. 

Kagi:Idon'tknowwhattowear. 

Ichuckled.ItwaslikeshereadmymindcauseI

alsohadnoideawhattowear. 

Me:Areyoupsychicorsomething? 



Shelaughed. 

Kagi:Hardly.

Me:Likemyheadisstuck.Idon'tknowwhatto

weartoo. 

Kagi:Idon'twannabetoofancy.Liaanetoldme

tojustwearanything. 

Me:Thenwearanything.

Kagi:Idon'tknowwhybutIwannaimpress. 

Me:Tryingtogetyourgrooveonwithawhite

guy? 

Shechuckled. 

Kagi:That'scrazybutyeah..

Me:Youknowwhat,I'mjustgoingtowear

whatever,Iain'tgonnastress.

Kagi:Argh,metoo.He'lljusthavetotakeme

likeIam 

Me:Yeschommie. 



Shelaughedandwehangupatthesametime. 

Iworeablackopenbacktopwithlonglace

sleeves,Ididn'twearabrabecauseit'stight.I

woreawhiteAnklegrazerpantswithmyblack

andwhiteVansoldSkool. 

Icurledmyhair,yes,mynaturalhairandmadea

lazy,loosebunthenIworemysilverearrings. 

Iputonalipbalmonmylips,tookmyslingbag

Andputonmyphoneandeverything. 

Ithenwentoutofmyroom. 

Kitso:Wow

Iscannedmyselffromuptodown. 

Me:Isittoomuch? 

Kitso:What?Youlooksexy. 

Me:Thanks. 

Ismiled.Ifdadwashere,hewouldn'thavelet

megothateasily.Hewouldhaveprobably

wantedtomeetLuthandoandIknowthat



wouldnothavegonewell. 

Kitso:Who'stheluckyguy? 

Me:Whosaiditsaguy? 

Ismiled.Shechuckled,shakingherhead. 

Kitso:Youreyessayitall. 

Me:Bye. 

Isaid,walkingawayandshelaughedoutloud.I

bumpedintosomeonewhenIopenedthedoor. 

IlookedupandIalmostfell,Iwasrather

shocked. 

HewentbackabitAndlookedatmefromupto

down. 

Kamo:Whereyougoing? 

Ireallydidn'tthinkhe'dcomebackafterItold

himtoleavemealoneyesterday. 

Hereallyhadnerves,comingbacktomyhouse

likethis.Whatifmydadwashome? 



Me:IthinkyoumorecrazythanIthought.

Kamo:Youtheonedrivingmecrazy.Youlook

beautiful. 

Me:Whatdoyouwant? 

Kamo:I-

MyphonerangAndthat'swhenhestopped

talking.ItwasLuthandosoIhadtoanswerit.

Me:Hey. 

KamoshotmeadeathstareandIjustrolledmy

eyes,Iwasinnomoodforhimshame. 

Thando:I'monmyway,youdone? 

Me:Umm,yeah.I'mactuallyoutside,waiting. 

Thando:ShouldIparkdirectlyatthegate? 

Me:Yes,plusdaddyisnothere. 

Thando:Umm,alright.Seeyouinafew.

Me:Cool. 

Kamoclickedhistongue.Ihungupandfolded



myarms,lookingathim. 

Kamo:WhatdoyoutakemeforNare? 

Me:Justcutstraighttoyourpoint. 

Kamo:Yougonnatalktosomeguy,blushing

whileI'mhere,standinginfrontofyou? 

Me:Youseemtoforgetwebrokeup,almost

twoyearsago.Youneedtogetthat,straight

intoyourhead. 

Kamo:Wedidn'tbreakup.YoudidandIdidn't

agreetoit.

Me:Idon'tcare,allIknowis,Idon'thavetime

forthis. 

Kitso:Bonga,what'sgoing.. 

HerfacelandedonKamo.Iguesswehadreally

beenthatloud.Shelookedathim,withher

armsfolded

Kitso:Whatdoyouwanthere? 

Kamo:Umm..IcametotalktoKhensani. 



Kitso:Regarding? 

Kamo:Withallduerespectsesi,it'snoneof

yourbusiness. 

Kitso:Respectyaselomang?Youseemto

forgetyoustandinginmyyard,itsureashellis

mybusiness. 

Kamo:IthinkIshouldgobeforeIsay

somethingImightnotbeabletotakeback. 

Me:Yeah,youshould. 

Helookedatmewithhiseyebrowsbrought

togetherbutIdidn'tcare.Luthandoparkedin

thegatejustashewasleaving. 

Me:That'smyride. 

IsaidtoKitso,wehuggedonelasttime. 

Kitso:Besafe. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Pleasedon'tbelikedad. 

Shelaughed.KamomarchedtoLuthando.I



reallythinkthisguyislosingit. 

Ifonlyheknewhowmuchtallerandbufferhe

wasthanhim. 

Luthandogotoutwhenhesawmeapproaching

andKamogeloattackedhimwithapunch.I

screamed. 

Thando:Whatthefuck? 

Hesaid,touchinghisface.Hehadreallydone

somedamage.

Kamo:Leavemygirlalone. 

Withthatsaid,hewalkedaway.Ijuststood

there,wonderingwhatjustwenton. 

Hisnosewasbleeding,Ihadtogowithhim

backtothehouseandKitsohelpedhimwiththe

firstaidkit. 

Kitso:Yousurehe'snotpsycho? 

Me:Ireallythinkhe'sgoingmad. 

Kitso:Youguysbrokeuptwoyearsago,why



can'theletyougo? 

Me:IwishIknew. 

Luckily,myoutfitwasn'truined. 

Thedrivetothehousewherethechillingwas

goingtobeheldwassilent. 

Hehadaplasteronhisnoseandlookedpissed.

Ididn'twanttoaddanymoresalttothewound. 

Hespoke,finallybreakingtheiceofsilencethat

hadfilledtheroom. 

Thando:Doyoulovehim? 

Me:What? 

Thando:Yesorno,doyoulovehim? 

Me:Idon't. 

Ianswered,unsureofmyanswer.Thetruthis,a

partofmewillalwayslovehim,Ijustwasn'tin

lovewithhim. 

Thando:Ican'tbelieveakidalmostbrokemy

nose. 



IneverthoughtKamogelocouldbethisviolent.

Imean,whendadhithim,hedidn'teventryto

fightbacknowherewasLuthandowitha

plasteronhisnose,allthankstoKamogelo. 

Ireallydon'tknowwhyIeveragreedtodatehim.

Allthiswouldn'tbehappeningnow. 

Nothingwassaidafterthat.Hedroveintosome

bighousewhichwasn'tthatbig.Itwasinthe

hood,withmusicpumpingloud. 

Youwouldn'tthinkit'sstillintheearly

afternoons.Ididn'tevenwaitforhimtogetmy

door,Ijustgotout. 

Thando:YouknowKhensani,Ireallyhopeyou

notleadingmeon. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Imighthavesurvivedalousypunch

becauseofyou,butIwon'ttakebeingplayed

easily. 

Me:Wow. 



LasttimeIchecked,therewasnothinggoingon

betweenus. 

Ireallydidn'thaveanythingelsetosay.I

suddenlywonderedifIdidgoodbycoming

here. 

Anyway,hetookmyhandandwewentinside

thehouse,tothegardenatthebackwhereI

foundKagi. 

Shemetmehalfwayandwehugged.Shewas

wearingashortjumpsuit 

Kagi:Youlookbeautiful. 

Me:Andyoulooksizzling. 

Shegiggled.

Kagi:Thanks. 

Me:Youwelcome. 

Thandowenttohisfriends. 

Kagi:Whathappenedwithhim? 

Me:Yourtwinhappened. 



Shelookedatmeconfused. 

Me:Storyforanotherday,I'mthirsty. 

Kagi:Alcoholor? 

Me:Anythingnon-alcoholic,ain'taboutthat

anymore. 

Kagi:I'llcallLiaane. 

Sheraisedherhand.Ijustlookedaround. 

IwonderedifIwasreallyattherightplace.

TherewasjustalotgoingoninmymindandI

reallyhopedIhavefunhere.

Alothashappenedalreadyinoneday,Ijust

hopednomoredrama. 

Idon'tknowwhereit'dbeabletofitinmy

alreadymessedupday. 

WaytogoKamogelo,waytogo. 

.

.
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Kagi:Youdon'tseemtobeenjoyingtheparty. 

Shesaid,bringingmebacktoreality.Mymind

wasjustsofarawaywhilemybodywashere,

sittingnexttoher. 

Wehadjustbeenservedourplatesoffoodand

forapersonwholovedfood,Ididn'thaveany

appetite. 

IwasthinkingmostlyaboutwhatLuthandosaid.

AsfarasIknow,weweren'tdatingoranything.

Iactuallydidn'tknowwhatthehellwasgoing

onbetweenus,itdidn'thaveatitle. 

Me:Ijust..IthinkIshouldn'thavecomehere. 

Eversincewearrived,Thandonevercameto

checkonme.It'slikeIhadcomehereonmy

own.Iknowhe'smad,Ialsowouldbebutit's

notmyfaultthatKamogeloiscrazy. 

IfIcould,Iwouldhavepreventedthepunchbut

Iwasstillshockedthathe'ddothat. 



Maybeitwasmyfault.Imean,ifIhadnever

datedKamo,thiswouldn'thavehappened. 

WhydidIhavetobetheonewithabitterex? 

Kagi:IsitbecauseofThando? 

Me:He'snevercometocheckuponmeever

sincewearrivedinhere.Weweresupposeto

bespendingthistimetogether. 

Kagi:He'llcomearound,don'tworry. 

Me:MaybeIshouldjustgo.Ifeelsooutof

place. 

Kagi:Pleasedon't.Atleastforme. 

Me:YouhaveLiaane. 

Kagi:Andyou'remybestfriend.

Isighedandcontinuedplayingwithmyfood.

Liannecametoherandtheykissedshortly. 

Ijustlookedaway.Everyonewashavingfun,

exceptforme. 

"Whyyouplayingwithyourfood?"



IlookedupanditwasLuthando,it'sactually

thenthatIrealizedKagisanoandLiaanewere

nolongeronmyside. 

Me:I'mnothungry. 

Thando:Youknowhowmanypeoplewouldkill

forthatplateoffoodandWenayoubusy

playingwithit? 

Me:Luthandoplease. 

Isaid,Iwasn'tinthemoodtofight.Ijusttook

onespoonfuloffoodandputitonmymouth. 

Hesighed,sittingnexttome. 

Thando:I'msorry. 

Me:Why? 

Thando:Ibroughtyouhereandleftyouallalone.

I'mreallysorry.It'snotyourfaultthatyourex

can'tletyougo.Iwasjustsomad,thinkingyou

stillinlovewithhim. 

Me:I'mnot.Imadeitperfectlycleartoyou. 



Thando:AndI'mreallysorry.Weweresuppose

tobespendingthisdaytogether. 

Me:Yourightaboutthat.Ieventhoughtof

leaving. 

Thando:Come. 

Hestoodup. 

Me:Whereyoutakingme? 

Thando:Justcome,it'stoonoisyinhere. 

HetookmyplateandIgotup,followinghim.

Wegotinsidethehouseandtosomebedroom. 

Heputmyplateonthetable. 

Thando:Pleaseeat,I'llgogetyouadrink. 

Me:Makesureit'ssealed. 

Thando:Youdon'ttrustme? 

Me:Notyou,them. 

HenoddedandleftthenIstarteeatingmyfood

whichhadturnedcold. 



YouknowhowredmeatIswhenit'scold,theoil

justturnssolidbutIateanyway. 

Hecamewithmycanofcoke,IopenedAnd

drankthencontinuedeatingwhilehewatched

me. 

Thando:Yougood? 

Inodded,givinghimmyplatewhichheleftwith,

tothekitchenIthink. 

Igotupandwalkedaroundtheroom.Itwastoo

femininethatIwonderedwhoitbelongsto. 

Ididn'taskanythingwhenhecameback

though. 

Me:What'sgoingonbetweenus? 

Ihadbeencontemplatingtoaskforawhilenow

andIcouldn'tignoreorprocrastinateany

longer. 

Thando:Youmean,atitle? 

Me:Yousaidyouwon'tsurvivebeingplayed. 



Thando:I..IloveyouKhensani. 

Me:Youdo? 

Hecrouchedinfrontofme. 

Thando:IwantedtowaitfirstbecauseIthought

itwasearlybutIjustcan'twaitanylonger.Ilove

youKhensani,IreallydoandI'dreallyloveitif

youbecomemygirlfriend.Ipromisetotreatyou

asyoudeservetobetreatedandneverletyou

fall.I'llbehereforyoualwaysandneverhurt

youintentionally. 

Ilookedathim.Myheartwasracingabit.I

didn'tknowwhattosayandhelookedatme,

expectingmetosaysomething. 

Ican'tsayit'slovebutIknewIlikedhimand

hadfeelingsforhim.I'veneverfeltthiswayfor

anyotherguyeversinceKamogelo. 

Thando:Youdon'thavetosayanythingyounot

sureof. 

Me:CanIatleastgetsometimetothinkabout



it? 

Hestoodupandkissedmeontheforehead. 

Thando:Ofcourse. 

Hesmiled,tookmyhandandwewentoutside

totherestofthepeople. 

Hedrovemehomearound6pm.Ireallyhada

goodtimewithhim,theremainingtimewe

spenttogetheraftermakingup,thoughIdidn't

drink.Wedidn'tspendasmuchtimeas

anticipatedbutitwasreallysomethingtome. 

Heparkedafewhousesfrommineasusual. 

Thando:Ireallyhopeyousayyes. 

Ismiled.Ihadalreadyagreed,hejustdidn't

knowityet. 

Me:Don'tworry. 

Ikissedhimonthecheek.Hegotoutofthecar

andcametoopenthedoorforme. 

WehuggedtightlyandforthelongestofTime.



ItwaswarmbutIstillbetonKamo'shugs. 

Webrokeitandhestaredintomyeyes. 

Thando:Youbeautifulyouknowthat. 

Me:Thanks. 

Thando:Ican'twaitforthetimeyoubecome

mine. 

Iputmyhandsonhisneckandleanedup,

bringingmyfaceclosertohis.Hemetme

halfway,realizingwhat'sabouttotranspireand

kissedmeinstead. 

Hishandswenttograbmyassasthekiss

deepened.Itwasslow,passionateandgood

justwithnoemotion. 

Webrokeitafterafew,catchingourbreaths. 

Me:Stillwonderingwhatmyansweris? 

Thando:Soit'sofficial? 

Inodded.Heperkedmylips. 

Thando:Thankyousomuch. 



Ismiled. 

Me:Justdon'tbreakmyheart. 

Thando:It'sthelastthingI'deverdotoyou. 

Iblushedthistime.Hepulledmycheek.My

phonerang,andasIlookedatthescreen,itwas

dad. 

Me:Igottago. 

Thando:Alrightbaby,Iloveyou. 

Ijustnoddedandleft.Icouldn'tsayit.

SomehowIthoughtitwasjusttoosoon. 

IwantedtosayitwhenIreallymeanit. 

Iranbacktothehouseandfounddadpissedas

fuck. 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

Kitsowassittingdown,lookingatmydadwho

waspacingupanddown. 

Dad:Whereyoucomingfrom? 



Me:Iwenttoachilling. 

Dad:Whatwasthatboydoinginmyyard? 

IlookedatKitso,wholookedaway.Ireally

didn'tthinkshe'dtelldadAboutthis,knowing

thathealmostkilledtheguy. 

IknowKamogelohadnorighttocomeintoour

yardanddisrespectKitsothewayhedidbut

shehadnorighttogooutcryingtodadAbout

it. 

Dad:Iaskedyouaquestion. 

Me:He-Hewashereforme. 

Hestoppedonhisstepsandlookedatme. 

Me:Itoldhimtoleavemealone. 

Dad:Doeshehaveadeathwish? 

Kitso:Hesuredoes.Thewayhespoketome,in

myyard...NCNC,thenerveofthatboy. 

MyfamilyusedtobesofondofKamogelountil

hefuckedup. 



Theynowdespisedhimandhedidworseby

cominghere,knowingverywellhowmyfather

feelsabouthim. 

Dad:What'syourdealwiththatboy? 

Me:There'snodealbaba. 

Dad:Iswearifheevercomeshereagain,he

won'tcomeoutalive. 

Heclickedhistongue. 

Dad:CominghereAnddisrespectingmywife,

whothehelldoeshethinkheis? 

Me:I'msorrybaba,abouthisbehaviorandI'm

sorryKitso. 

Dadturnedtolookatme. 

Dad:Whyareyouapologizingforhim? 

Me:I'mtheonewhobroughthimintoourlives.

IfIhadn'tdatedhim,noneofthiscouldhave

happened. 

Kitso:Don'tblameyourselfforhisanimalstic



behavior,it'snotyourfaultthathedoesn'thave

anymanners. 

Dad:Iblamehisparentswhodidapoorjobin

raisinghim.IthinkIshouldpaythemavisit,

givethemapieceofmymind.

Me:Dad,Idon'tthinkthat'snecessary. 

Kitso:Ummyeah,Andile.That'sabitextreme. 

Dad:I'llbeinmyroom. 

HeleftandIbreathedoutAndsatdown.

Kamogelojustruinedanychanceofmyparents

everforgivinghimforwhathedidtome. 

Kitso:Ihadtotellyourdad. 

Me:Youdidn'thaveto. 

Kitso:Ididn'ttellhimabouttheguyhepunched

orhowIhadtocleanupthemesshemade.He

disrespectedmeandIwasn'tgoingtotakethat

lyingdown. 

Me:It'sokay,Iunderstand. 



Ididn't.Ijustdidn'twanttoargueaboutit.It's

notlikeKamogelocursedherorsomethingbut

again,Ididn'twanttotalkaboutthisanymore. 

.

KAMOGELO

IwaswithThuliinmyroom.Shedidn'tknow

thatIknow.Ilookedatthefalsebabybumpin

herstomachandIwantedtopuke. 

HowmuchofafooldidshethinkIwas? 

Thuli:Areyouokay? 

Sheasked.Ijustlookedatherfaintly,

maintainingmyexpressionlessface. 

Me:Yeah,why? 

Thuli:Youlookabitoff. 

Themoresheactedlikeeverythingisokay,the

moreshewaspissingmeoff. 

Iwasmad.Iwasmadatherforlyingtomeand

forthatstupidcovenantwemadeandIwas



madatKhensaniformovingonwithsome

otherguyandmadatmyselfforeverlettingher

go. 

Thetruthis,thatguywasprobablygoingto

treathermuchbetterthanIcouldeverdo. 

Myheartstilllovedher,itstillcaredforherand

itwaskillingmeracyandeverydayhavingtogo

onlikeeverythingisokaywhileI'myearningfor

her.Justtolookdeeplyintoherbeautifuleyes,

Tohearherlaughterwhichalwaysmademy

heartskipabitandtokissherlipswhichInever

couldgetenoughof.

Me:Whenarewehavingsex? 

That'stheotherthing,eversinceshestarted

"showing",we'veneverhadsex. 

Shesuddenlydoesn'twantmetotouchhernot

thatIcaredbutnowIknewthereasonwhy. 

Thuliusedtoforcemeandbegmetofuckher

butnow,shewasallaboutthebaby. 



Sheclearedherthroat. 

Thuli:Umm..Youknowthatthe..Ummm..The

doctor..He-

Me:Fuckthedoctor. 

Icametoherandkissedher,Khensani'sface

wasallinmymindandasIkissedher,Ithought

ofher. 

That'showIevergottofuckher,bypretending

thatit'sKhensaniandnother,italwaysmade

thingseasierforme. 

ShestoppedmeandIgroanedinfrustration. 

Me:Whatnow? 

Thuli:Ican'tdothis. 

Istoodupandpacedaroundtheroom.I

stoppedandfacedher. 

Me:Takeoffyourclothes. 

Thuli:What? 

Shelookedatmewithhereyespoppingout,



shewasnervous. 

Me:Isaidtakeoffyourclothes. 

Isaid,calmlybutIcouldhearherheartbeating

offherchest. 

Thuli:Why? 

Me:Iwannafeelyourskinonmine,wewon't

havesex.Iwouldn'twannariskharmingmy

baby. 

Thuli:I..Umm..I

Shewasstuttering,evenablindpersoncould

seeshewaslyingAndthatescalatedmyanger

towardsher. 

Me:Wantmetohelpyou? 

Thuli:Umm,Igottago,mymomjustcalled

and.. 

Me:WhencauseIneverheardyourphone

ringing? 

Thuli:Just.. 



Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.Ipushedherontop

ofthebedAndgotontopofher. 

Thuli:K-moreplease. 

ShebeggedbutIdidn'tcare.Itorethedress

shewaswearingintwobeforeandexposedall

herlies 

Me:Youbitch! 

Istrangledherandstoppedjustasshewas

losingherbreath. 

Shestartedcoughingandcoughing.Iknewshe

hadbeenlyingtomebutseeingitmyselfwas

somethingelse. 

Ikepthopingthedoctorwassomehowwrong

orthatmaybeImisheardhimbutthereitwas. 

Shehadafakebelly,madeofcotton. 

Thuli:I'msorry. 

Shesaidasshecried.Shecametokneelin

frontofme. 



Thuli:Pleaseforgiveme. 

Me:Yousick.Youtriedtrappingme! 

Ishouted,lookingatherindisgust. 

Thuli:Iloveyousomuch. 

Me:It'sover. 

Thuli:No,please,pleasedon't. 

Me:It'soverThuli.Ican'tbelieveivebeenso

stupid. 

Thuli:IwaspregnantbutIlostthebabyandI

couldn'tbaretellingyouIlostourbabyyet

again. 

Me:Soyoudecidedtolietomeinstead? 

Thuli:Icouldn'tbarethethoughtoflosingyou. 

Me:Yousick. 

Thuli:Please,don'tleaveme.Wemadea

covenant. 

Me:Astupidcovenant.Idon'tcareifIdieor



whatbutweover.Getthefuckoutofmyroom. 

ShewailedloudlybutIdidn'tcare.Ipulledher

outofmyroomandclosedthedoor. 

Shebangedonit,infuriatingmeevenmore. 

Iopened. 

Thuli:Kamogeloplease. 

Ididn'tlistentoher,Ipulledherbyherheadand

threwheroutthegate. 

Iwasmad,IwassomadandIhatedmyselffor

allowinghertocontrolmewiththiscovenant. 

Iwasgoingtomakeaplantobreakitandgo

getmyheartback. 

.
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LuthandoandIwereofficiallydatingandhad

chosentotakethingsslowly.Hewasn'trushing

meinanythingandIstillhadn'ttoldhiman"I

loveyou".IwantedtosayitwhenI'msureAnd



I'mgratefulheunderstoodthat.

Itwasthreemonthslater,Kitsowasalmost

sevenmonthspregnantandheavy.Shewasfat

andatealotshame. 

Wewereonthevergeoffinishingwithour

midyearexaminations.

Ihaven'theardfromKamogeloeversincehe

camehomeandcausedallthathavocAndI

washappythatI'llatleastgettohavea

peacefullife. 

Winterwashittinghardnow.Itwasthemiddle

ofJuneandlifewasabitpeacefulforme. 

Iwokeupandgotreadyforschool.Therewas

goingtobesomematriccampussoitwas

goingtogetbusyformeandI'mgratefulmgani

boyfriendandfamilyunderstoodthat. 

Itookabath,driedandlotioned.Iworemy

uniform,obviouslytracksuitsandmy

grasshoppers.Iputabeanieonmyhead,took



mybagandwenttothekitchen. 

Itwasonlydad..

Me:Nobreakfasttoday? 

Ifrownedathimandhechuckled. 

Dad:Whatsoeverhappenedtogreetings?

Mannersmtanam. 

Igiggledandsatdown. 

Me:Sorrydad,goodmorning. 

Dad:Morningbaby,howareyou? 

Me:I'mgoodandyou? 

Dad:I'mblessed,underthegrace. 

Me:Where'smom? 

Dad:Probablysleeping,she'sgettinglazy. 

Me:Haudad,that'srude. 

Hechuckled.Iknewhewasn'tgoingto

apologizebutagain,Isawhewasn'tseriousso

Itookitasajoke. 



Sincenobreakfasthadbeenprepared,wehad

tosticktocereal. 

Dad:Yazi,Ican'twaitforhertogivebirth. 

Me:Thenwe'llhavetodealwithababywailing

allnightwhilesomeofusaretryingtosleep. 

Dad:YaziukhulumaNgathiyouwerenevera

babyandyouwerelikeawhistlewithyoursoft

voice. 

Ilaughedoutloud.Dadjustthrewashadeat

meandshowedmeflamestosaytheleast. 

Afterbreakfast,hedrovemetoschool.Kitso

hadalreadystartedwithhermaternityleave.I'm

reallygoingtoagreewithdad,she'sgottenlazy.

You'dswearshe'scarryingtwinsortriplets. 

ImaginethreeAndilejuniorsrunningaroundthe

house,they'dprobablydrivemecrazy.Iwas

actuallyusedtobeingababybutIcan'twaitto

havealittlebrotherorsister. 

Hegavememylunchmoneyandtaxifare.Well



sinceLuthandohadmadeitapointhepicksme

upfromschool,Ididn'tneedthetaxifarebutof

course,IwasgratefulI'msavingsomething. 

Dad:Behaveandgoodluckonyourexam. 

Me:Yazidad,youalwaystellmetobehaveasif

I'veevermisbehaved. 

Dad:There'safirsttimeforeverything. 

Ichuckled,shakingmyhead. 

Me:Youneedtohavealittletrustinyour

parentingskills. 

Dad:InevercouldhaveimaginedI'dbeableto

doitonmyownbutlookatyounow. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Youdidagoodjob. 

Dad:Youmadeiteasy. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek. 

Me:Hey!I'msupposetodothattoyou. 



Hechuckled. 

Dad:Youtookyourowntimenje. 

Ifrownedandhelaughed,Iendedupjoiningme

andit'stheringingofthesirenthatmademe

comebacktolife. 

Me:Nowyoumademelate. 

Dad:I'llmakeituptoyou.Nowgo,andmake

meproud. 

Me:Siryessir! 

Isalutedhimandleft,runningtomyclass

whereIputmybagdownandwenttothe

assembly. 

Afterassembly,Iwenttotheexamination

center,satdownInmypositionandtheexam

began. 

Goodthingwewereallowedtogohome

immediatelyaftertheexam. 

Nobuhle:Hai,matricistoohard. 



Ichuckled.Weweren'tfriendsbutwe'dtalkhere

andthere.It'ssafetosay,wegotalong. 

Me:Yoh,Iwonderhowvarsityisgoingtobe

like. 

Nobuhle:Pressure,pressureandmore

pressure. 

Wewenttogetsomefood,withsomeother

classmateofoursandjustsatoutsideour

classandate. 

IhadcomewithmyphonesoIcantell

Luthandotocomepickmeup. 

IthoughtoftakingataxibutIknowhe'dbemad

atmeandI'dneverheardtheendofit. 

Isenthimatextandwaited.Igotupwhenmy

phonebeeped.

Nobuhle:Umm,canIhaveyournumber? 

Me:Onlyunderonecondition. 

Nobuhle:Listening. 



Me:Kamogelo,ThuliandKagisonevergetto

haveit,nomatterwhat. 

Shelaughed.Iwasseriousthough.Ididn'twant

allthosepeoplehavingmynumber. 

Nobuhle:IneverlikedThuli,Kagisobetrayedme

andI'msooverKamogelo. 

Ichuckledandgavehermynumber. 

Me:Don'tdecoratewithit. 

Nobuhle:Iwouldn'tdare. 

ShewinkedatmeandIleft.Ifoundhimleaning

onhiscar,assoonashesawme,hecameto

hugmeandImeltedinhisarms. 

HekissedmeontheforeheadAndopenedthe

doorforme. 

Thando:Missedme? 

Me:Somuch. 

Ipoutedandheperkedmylips. 

Thando:TothinkI'mgoingtostartseeingless



ofyou. 

Me:Don'tsulk.Ithoughtyouwereokaywithit. 

Thando:Iam.Ofcourseyourstudiescomefirst.

I'mjustwonderinghowI'mgoingtosurvive. 

Me:Distancemakestheheartgrowfonder.

Whoknows,itmightdrawasevenmorecloser. 

Thando:Yousosmartforateenager. 

HepulledmycheekwithhisfreehandandI

chuckled. 

Me:Youdoknowit'smylastyearasateenager

right? 

Helaughed. 

Thando:Kunjeyoufinallyturned19.

Me:Yeah

Igiggled.Hepulledoutafewhousesfrom

mine. 

Thando:Iloveyouokay. 



Me:Iknow. 

Thando:Ijusthopeonedayyou'llbeabletosay

it. 

Me:Don'tworry. 

Thando:Studyhardandmakemeproud. 

Me:Yesdaddy. 

HechuckledandIlaughed.Hebroughthisface

closertomineandwekissed. 

HeopenedthedoorfrominsideformeandI

gotout,wavinghimgoodbye. 

Itookashower,ateAndstudied.Icouldn't

affordtoslacknakanjani. 

.

.
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KAMO



Mom:Youstillgoingtotellmeanything? 

Me:Motherplease. 

Mom:YoudoknowIlovebothyouandyour

sisterright. 

Me:You'vebeengoneforayear,awhole

fuckingyearandyouleftusaloneandnowyou

wannacomebackandplayhappyfamilies?It

doesn'tworklikethat. 

Istoodup,leavinghersniffing.Iwasjust

stressed.IsawthepictureKhenpostedwith

herboyfriendanditmademesomadatmyself

foreverlettinghergo. 

I'vebeensearchingforwaystobreakthe

covenant,anditwasn'tgoingtobeeasy 

I'vebeengoingfromchurchtochurchtryingto

findasolutionbutitseemsnonearewillingto

help. 

Thulistilldidn'twanttoletgoofme.WeitseI

wonderwhatIeversawinher,shehasalways



beenevil.AtwotonguedsnakeandIhatedher

evenmore. 

Igotonmycaranddroveofftowhatever. 

I'dalwayspassbyherhousebutIcouldn'tgo

in. 

EversincewhathappenedthelasttimeIwas

there,Ijustcan't. 

Thuto:Wow,lookwhodecidedtovisitme

today. 

IchuckledandpushedhimsoIcangetin.He

hadgottenhimselfanicebachelorflat,wellhis

parentsdid. 

Thuto:Youlooklikehell. 

Ilookedatmyreflectiononthemicrowave.My

beardhadevengrown. 

Thepastfewweekshavebeenreallystressful. 

Thuto:Areyouokay? 

Isighed. 



Me:I'mfarfromit. 

Thuto:IsitKhensani? 

Me:Ican'tlethergoBruh. 

Thuto:It'sbeentwoyears. 

Me:Iloveher. 

Thuto:Isawthepicturesheposted,theylook

happy. 

Me:It'sthey'rematricdancetoday. 

Thuto:Ihopeyounotthinkinganythingstupid. 

Me:Ijustwannaseeher. 

Ihaven'tseenKhensaniinalmostsixmonths.It

wasthelastweekofNovembernow.OnFriday,

the25th. 

Ilastsawherwhenshewasatthemallwithher

boyfriend,shedidn'tseemethough.I'vebeen

tryingtobreakthiscovenantbutfailing. 

Idon'twanttobringmybaggagewithtoher. 



Thuto:Maybeyoushouldjustlethergo. 

Me:Ican'tman,Ican't. 

Thuto:Sowhatareyougoingtodonow? 

Iranmyhandonmyhair,Iwasfrustrated. 

Me:WhydidIhavetoloveherthismuch? 

Thuto:Mattersoftheheartarealways

complicated. 

Me:That'ssotrue. 

Thuto:Youknow,ifyouloveherasmuchasyou

saythenyougottafightforher. 

Me:WhatifI'munabletomakeherashappyas

hemakesher? 

Thuto:ThatguyIsnotasinnocentashelooks. 

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 

Thuto:I'vedonemyresearch. 

Me:Tellmemore. 

Maybethiswasgoingtodrawherbacktome.I



meanifsheknowsthekindofguyshe'sina

relationshipwiththenshecanfinallyconsider

givingmeachance. 

.

KHEN

Ihaddecidedtodomyhairtodayinsteadof

yesterdayjustsoitcouldstillbenewandfresh. 

Ican'tbelieveIhadfinallycompletedmymatric.

WewroteourlastpaperonTuesdayandIwas

confidentIpassed. 

Ihadappliedtofiveuniversitiesalreadyand

washopingtheyacceptme.Istillhadn't

decidedwhichoneI'mgoingto. 

Kitso:Thehairstylistisonherway. 

Inodded,takingBandilefromher.Shegave

birthtoabeautifulboy.Hewasnowonlytwo

monthsandwithchubbycheeksandverylight

skin. 

Iplayedwithhischeeksandhegiggled. 



Me:He'ssobeautiful. 

Kitso:Helooksjustlikeyou. 

Shewasright,hedidlookabitlikeme. 

MydresshadarrivedandIdecidedtotakea

shower,givingherthebabyback. 

NobuhleandIwerefriendsnow.Tothinkshe

usedtobullymeandIfoundouthowmuchofa

goodpersonshereallyis. 

Iwrappedatowelaroundmybodyandwent

backtomyroom. 

Myphonerang,itwasLuthandoandIanswered.

GoodthingIwasalone. 

Me:Mylove. 

Thando:Youready? 

Ichuckled.Iwasfarfromit. 

Me:Onewouldsayitsyourdance.Thewayyou

soeagerforit. 

Hechuckled. 



Thando:Ijustcan'twaittoseeyou. 

Me:Andyouwill,justwait. 

Thando:Okay,Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Thando:What? 

Igiggled.Itwasthefirsttimeheeverhadme

sayitandImeantit 

Ireallylovedhim. 

Me:Yes,Iloveyou. 

Thando:Wow,Ican'twaittohearyousayitto

myface. 

Me:InalittlewhilebabyIgottagetreadynow. 

Thando:Alright,bye. 

Wehadbeendatingforabouteightmonths

now,ifI'mnotmistakenandweweremorein

lovethanever. 

Iwon'tsayIlovedhimasmuchasIlovedKamo



butitwasalmostthere. 

Anhourlater,Ihadjustgottenintomydress

andKitsowasdoingmymakeup. 

Shewasgoodatthis.IwaswearingaNavyblue

mermaiddresswithaslitfrommythighdown,

ithadagoldenlaceinthefrontandlong

sleeves. 

IlookedbeautifulthatIalmostcried.Thiswasit.

Itwasreallyhappening. 

Dad:Wow. 

IsallhesaidasIcametothelounge.Hetook

countlesspicturesofme. 

SomeItookwithKitso. 

Myphonebuzzed,itwasatextfromLuthando. 

Me:Mydateishere. 

Dad:Ineedtohaveatalkwiththatboyfriendof

yoursfirst. 

Me:Dad! 



Dad:AngfunianotherKamogelosaga. 

Me:He'snotKamogelo 

Asifhe'dlisten,hewentoutKeandwehadto

followhim. 

Iwaswearing6inchheels,Blackincolor,Ihad

mypursewhichhadpowderformynose,my

phone,lipstick,facewipesandmoney. 

HewasleaningonaWhiteF-typeJaguarwith

Bluerims.Hestoodstraightwhenhesawmy

father. 

HewaswearingaNavybluetuxidowhichhada

ChineseCollorandblackItalianformalshoes. 

Thando:BabDlamini. 

Dad:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwantfrom

mydaughter? 

HelookedatmeandIjustlookeddownin

embarrassment. 

Whycouldn'tmydayjustgoeasy? 



.

.
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Me:Dadpleasedon'tdothisnow. 

Ifinallymanagedtosay,Iactuallydidn't

understandtheneedforthis. 

Imean,Inevereventolddadhe'smyboyfriend.

Asfarasheknows,IwassingleorsoI

thought. 

TheonlythingIsaidwasmy"Mydateishere".

Ineversaid"boyfriend",Isaid"date"soIreally

didn'tgetwhyhewascausinganunnecessary

feudnow. 

Notthatit'safeudbecauseit'sonesidedbutI

wasjustfrustratedbythis.Timewasn'tonour

sideandnowwehadtodealwithdadandhis

tantrum. 

Luthandoclearedhisthroat,Ilookedathim.I

couldn'treadtheexpressiononhisfaceor



makeouthowhewasprobablyfeelingatthat

moment. 

Thando:IgamalamnguLuthandoandI-

Kitsocuthimshort. 

Kitso:Youdon'thavetoexplainyourself.I'm

prettysureyouguysarealreadylateasis. 

Dad:I-

Kitsoshorthimadeathstareandhestopped,I

wantedtolaugh.ImouthedathankyoutoKitso

Andshewinkedatme. 

Dadclearedhisthroat. 

Dad:Wenotdone. 

Hesaid,pointingatLuthandobeforeKitsotook

himbythehandanddraggedhimtothehouse. 

IbreathedoutwhenIsawthedoorclosing.

Luthandojusthuggedmetightly,hesmelledso

good. 

Hebrokeitandkissedmeontheforehead. 



Thando:Youlookverybeautifulmylove. 

Hesaid,bitinghislipandIjustblushed. 

Me:ThankYou. 

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinashe

wenttohisside.Weevenhaveachauffeur

baby #Levels ￼ ￼

Anywhothecarwasverybeautifulinsidewith

blueandwhiteinnings.Iactuallywonderedhow

hewasabletoaffordallofthis.Cometothink

ofit,Ididn'tevenknowwhereheworksifhe

does.

Idon'tknow,itjustnevergottothatpointofme

asking.Ijustknewhisfatherhasataxi

businessandthat'sit. 

Thando:Areyouokay? 

IrealizedthenthatIhadbeensoabsorbedby

myownthoughtsthathisvoicewaswhat

broughtmebacktoreality. 

Me:Yesbaby,justabitnervous. 



Thando:Justrelax. 

Hekissedmyhandandtherestofthedrivewas

withmusicplayingandusholdinghands. 

Arrivingatthevenue,Icouldhearthescreams

ofthelearnersprobablybecauseofthecar.It's

aJaguarafterall. 

Myheartbeatescalated,Thandojustheldmy

handandtoldmetorelax. 

Whenthecarstopped,Itookafewbreathsin.

Hecouldn'tkissmeonthelipsbecauseof

course,Ididn'twanttoruinmylipsticksohe

justkissedmyhandcountlesstimestryingto

getmetocalmdown. 

WhenIfinallydid,whichdidn'ttakelong,hegot

outandIheardthegirlsscreamingtheirlungs

out.Ijustgiggled,Iwasfeelingveryproud

knowingthatalltheyscreamingatismine.

Hecametoopenmydoor,Itookoutonefeet

firstandpeoplejustscreamed. 



Whenwewerenowbothoutandholdinghands,

theyscreamedevenlouder.I'mprettysure

eksenitheywon'thavetheirvoices. 

Anyway,wegotinsidethevenueandeveryone

justlookedatus.Luthandowaswalkinglikea

bossandminaIwasabitshy. 

HepulledachairformeandIsatdownthenhe

did,rightnexttome. 

Nobuhle:Youlooksizzlinghot. 

Shesaid,withagrinandwink.Igiggled. 

Me:Thanks.Youlookexquisite. 

Nobuhle:Andyourdate.. 

Shesaidwhispering,Ijustlaughedsilently. 

IgotacertificateofcourseinsportssinceIwas

thecaptainofthesoccerteamandalsoonefor

beingthebeststrikerinourteam. 

Luthandowentwithmetothestageandmy

fellowschoolmatesJustwentcrazy. 



HewasblazingSonny,hewas

booming ￼ ￼  AndIwastheproud

girlfriend ￼

IalsogotoneinacademicsforEconomics,

EnglishandMathematics.Iknewmyfather

wouldbesoproudofmeandsowillKitso,of

courseLuthandowasproudtoo.Weeven

kissedonstagejustafterIreceivedmylast

certificate. 

ItwasaftereatingthatIhadtheurgetopee.

LuthandowantedtocomewithmebutI

assuredhimI'llbealright. 

Thando:I'llcomelookforyouifyoutakelong. 

Me:Alrightbabyandpleasebehave.Idon't

wantanygirlssnatchingyoufromme. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:IknowI'mhotandallbutyougot

nothingtoworryabout.Mygirlfriendisthe

mostbeautifulandamazingpersonIknowand



Iwouldn'twantanyoneelse. 

IblushedandkissedhimonthecheekasIwent

tothetoilets. 

Therewasnooneelseinthetoilets.Anyway,I

gotin,peedandwipedthenIflushed. 

IgotoutandasIwaswashingmyhands,Isaw

thereflectionofsomeoneIreallywasn't

expecting. 

Ievenscreamedabitbecauseitwasscaryhow

heappeared.IturnedandIwasn'timaginingit

orhallucinating.Hewashere.How?Igotno

idea. 

Me:Areyoustalkingme? 

Hechuckled.Hewaschilledanditwas

annoyingme.Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedat

him. 

Me:Whatdoyouwant? 

Kamo:Icametosaveyoufrommakingthe

worstmistakeofyourlife. 



Ilookedathim,confused.Whatthehellwashe

onabout? 

Kamo:He'snotwhoyouthinkheis. 

Iwasnowevenmoreperplexed. 

Me:Who?Whatareyouonabout? 

Kamo:Yourboyfriend,Luthando. 

Me:LookKamogelo,ifthisisoneofyourways

totryandlureyourwaybackintomylife,it'snot

goingtohappen. 

Kamo:Iwishthatwastruebutno.Icareabout

yoursafetymorethananything. 

Me:Thenwhyareyouhere,badmouthingmy

boyfriend? 

Hechuckled,shakinghishead. 

Kamo:He'snotasinnocentasyouthinkheis.

He's-

"Oh,thereyouare"

ItwasLuthando.Helookedatmebefore



lookingatKamogelowhowasinfrontofme. 

Thando:DidIperhapsinteruptsomething? 

Me:Umm,no. 

Thando:What'shedoinghere? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders,Ireallydidn'tKnow

too. 

Me:IwaswatchingmyhandswhenIsawhis

reflectiononthemirror. 

ThatwasthehonesttruthandThandosawthat

Iwasn'tlyingtoo.Mindyou,wewereinthe

femaletoiletswhenalltheseconversation

transpired. 

Kamo:Tellherthetruth. 

Me:Whattruth? 

Thando:Yes,whattruth? 

Kamo:Howyou-

"Wegottagodude"



ItwasThuto,whowastalkingwhilelooking

behind.

Kamo:Justaminute,Ineedto-

Thuto:Wedon'thavemuchtimedude. 

Hegroanedinfrustrationastheireyesdidmost

ofthetalkingandhefollowedhisbestfriend

reluctantly. 

SomehowIfeltthatwhathewasabouttosay

could'vechangedmylifeandthedecisions

thereof,forever. 

Me:Okay,whatjusthappened? 

Thando:Yourexissuchasoreloser. 

Me:What? 

Thando:ButIunderstandwhyhecan'tletyou

go.Yousuchanamazingperson.Pleasedon't

lethimcomebetweenus. 

Me:WhatdidhemeanwhenhesaidIgotta

knowthetruth? 



Thando:NaweyousawthatIwasjustsurprised

asyounje. 

Heshruggedhisshoulders.Hewasright

though,hedidlooksurprised. 

MaybeKamogelowasjusttryingtocome

betweenusbymakingmedoubthim. 

Anyway,wetookourstuff,morelikehedidand

wewentbacktothecarsincetheeventwas

over. 

Ididn'tevengetachancetotalktosomeofmy

schoolmates. 

Thando:YouknowIloveyouright? 

Inodded. 

Thando:Ineedtohearyousayitbaby. 

Me:Iknow. 

Thando:Don'tletyourbitterexmakeyoudoubt

me,doubtus. 

Me:Iwon't. 



Thando:Good. 

Ibrusheditalloffmymindandfocusedonthe

present. 

IwasnotgoingtoletKamogelofillmyhead

withhisnonsense.Isawustakingadifferent

routethantheonehome. 

Me:Wherewegoing? 

Thando:Ibookedusahotel. 

Me:Wow,butwhy? 

Thando:Iwon'tsleepwithyouifthat'swhatyou

asking. 

Me:No,Iwasn'taskingthatIjust.. 

Thando:Really? 

Me:Ijustthoughtwe'dtalkaboutitfirst. 

Thando:AndIthoughtIwasthemaninthis

relationship. 

Me:I..I'msorry. 



Istaredoutsidethewindowassilencefilledthe

car. 

Itwasabeautiful,fivestarhotelandoursuite

washugeandinpurewhite. 

Itwaslikeroyalty.Myjawjustdroppedand

yenahelookedlikehewasjustusedtothis. 

Itookoffmyshoes,myfeetwerekilling. 

Thando:Youcanorderwhateveryouwantor

sleep,I'llbeback. 

Me:What? 

Surelyhewasn'tabouttoleavemehere,alone

orwashe? 

Thando:YouneedtherestandIneedtogosort

somethingout. 

Me:It's1aminthemorning. 

Thando:I'mnotanAntichristifthat'swhatyou

saying. 

Me:That'snotthepointIjust 



Heshutmeupwithakiss,Ididn'treplyatfirst

butIendedupgivingintothekiss. 

Itwasjusttoogoodtoresist.Hebrokeitaftera

fewandwebothcaughtourbreaths. 

Thando:I'llmakeituptoyou. 

Ijustnoddedandwatchedhimleave.Sinceit

wasalreadypassmidnight,Itookoffmydress

thentookashowerandworeagownbefore

gettinginbedanddriftingimmediatelyto

sleep. 

Whataneventfulnightithadbeen. 

Ididn'twanttothinkaboutanythingandI'm

gratefulmybodyunderstoodthat,reasonwhyI

fellasleepimmediatelywhenmyheadhitthe

pillow. 

Iwasn'texpectingmydaytoendlikethisbutI'll

juststressabouteverythingtomorrow. 

Now,Ineededtherest. 

.
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Icouldfeelsomeonelookingatme,morelike

staringsinceIwasstillsleeping.Iopenedone

eyetofindLuthandoandIhalfscreamedfrom

shock.Imean,Idon'trememberhearinghim

enterbutjusthimsayinghehasto"sort

somethingout".

Isatonmybuttashelaughedandthistime,I

didn'tevenlaughwithhimbecausehislaughter

isalwaysfunnybutinstead,Ifoldedmyarms

andjustlookedathim. 

Hestopped.Hewassmellingfreshandhehad

changedintocasualclothes,Iguesshebathed

whereverhehadgoneto. 

Thando:Morningmylove. 

Ididn'treplybutinstead,Igotofffromthebed

andwalkedtothebathroomsoIcouldhavea

bath. 

Iheardhimfollowme. 



Thando:Youmadatme? 

Istilldidn'tsayanything.Iwascompletely

nakedunderneaththerobeandbecauseIwas

somad,Iwasnoteventhinkingabouthis

presenceorworriedabouthimseeingme

naked. 

Ibrushedmyteethasthebathwasfillingwith

water,Ididn'tevenknowwherethetoothbrush

camefrombutitwassealedAndverynew.He

waswatchingmyeverymovebutIdidn'tgivea

ratassabouthimrightnow. 

IfheknewhewasgoingtohavetogoAnd"sort

somethingout",Hecouldhavejusttakenme

home.I'mprettysuremyfamilycouldhave

welcomedmewithopenarms. 

Thando:Khensani,babyplease,I'msorryand

ngishilothatI'llmakeituptoyou. 

Me:Yougonnawatchmetakeabathnow? 

Thando:Youmywoman,ofcourseIwill. 



Me:WhydidIevenbotherasking? 

Isaid,rollingmyeyes.Ipouredfoamandbath

saltsbeforedroppingmyrobeandIheardhim

swallowhardbehindme.Hehadneverseenme

nakedbefore. 

Igotinthetubandletthebathsaltsdotheir

job. 

Thando:UmmI..You'llfindmeintheUmm..

Yeah. 

Ididn'tevenpayhimanyattentionasIclosed

myeyesandjustenjoyedmybath. 

Whenthewatergotcold,Igotoutandbecause

Ihadstayedinthereforsolong,myskinwas

evenwrinkled.Idriedthenwrappedatowel

aroundmybodyasIgotoutofthebathroomso

Icouldlotioninthebedroom. 

Thando:Iorderedsomebreakfast. 

Itookthelotionfromtheclosetandstarted

lotioning.Ifelthimbehindme,Icouldfeelhim



standingbehindme. 

Thando:Youhaveabeautifulbody. 

Hesaid,standingrightbehindhimandIfelthis

breathonmyneck.Mindyou,Iwasnakedsince

Iwasstilllotioning. 

Hestartedbitingmeonmyneckwithhishands

brushingmystomach.Iwasn'tgoingtoletthis

goonanyfurther,asmuchasitwassending

chillsonmyspine,Ijustcouldn't. 

Iwaswaypastthepointofthinkingwithmy

bodyinsteadofmymind. 

Me:Pleasestop. 

Thando:Why?

HesaidashishandwenttomybreastandI

swallowedhard.Icouldn'tdothis,Iwasn't

ready. 

Me:PleaseLuthando. 

Isaid,withabreakingvoiceandhestopped



immediately. 

Thando:What'swrong? 

Idon'tknowhowbutIfeltthetearsembracing

myface,it'swarmthclearlysensible. 

ItookthegownandworeitasIwipedthetears

whichwerepouringlikeariver.Iwassuddenly

soemotional. 

ItwasbecauseofallthethingsIhadbeen

through.Somehowthememoriesjustcame

flashingback.Yes,Imighthavebeenwillingto

sleepwiththosetwoguys,yes,neitherofthem

forcedthemselvesonmebutitallstartedthis

way.Withthempouringtheirhearttome,

convincingmeoftheirloveformeandafter

theygetwhattheywant,they'dspitmeoutlike

anoverchewedgum.SexwassomethingIwas

completelyscaredof,Ineededstability. 

Iwasn'tdoubtinghimOranythingbutIjust

wasn'tready.Yes,Icouldbefreearoundhimin

mynakednessbutIcouldnothaveanything



more. 

IsankdownonthecouchandIcriedashelay

myheadonhischestandbrushedmybackas

thetearsjustfell.IthoughtIhadmovedon

fromthis,IthoughtIhadhealedbutIjust

couldn't. 

AfterIcalmeddown,hekissedmeonthe

foreheadbeforegettinguptogivemeaglassof

water. 

Thando:I'msorry. 

Me:I..It'snotyourfault. 

Thando:What'sgoingonNokubonga?Whatisit

thatI'mmissing? 

Me:I..Ican'tdoit. 

Thando:Youavirgin? 

Ishookmyhead. 

Thando:Thenwhat? 

Me:Ijust..Ican't.. 



Thando:Iwasn'tgoingtohavesexwithyou,I

toldyouthat.

Me:IknowbutIjust..I'mnotreadyAndyou

touchingmelikethat..Itbroughtbackalotof

memories.. 

Thando:YouneedtoletmeinKhensani,We've

beentogetherforabout8months.Yousaying

youstilldon'ttrustme? 

Me:Itrustyou. 

Hesighed.Ijustlookeddownandplayedwith

myfingers. 

Thando:It'sokay,Igotyousomeclothes. 

Hepickedupapaperbagfromthefloor,nextto

thecouchandgaveittome. 

Me:Thanks. 

Thando:I'mgoingforasmoke.We'llleavewhen

Icomeback. 

Inoddedandheleft.Iworethepantyandbra



hehadbought,Idon'tevenknowhowheknew

aboutmysize. 

AnywayIworethejeanandteethenworethe

sneakershehadbought. 

Itookmyphoneandputeverythingelseinthe

bag.Hecame,tookmystuffthenwegotout. 

Wedidnotevensignout. 

Therestoftheridehomewasinsilence,Iwas

lookingoutthewindowthroughoutthewhole

ride. 

Weweren'tinthejaguarsoIassumedithad

beenhiredbutwereinsteadinaMercedesAMG

GT-R.Yetanotherexpensivecar.Ididn'task

anything. 

Thando:Willyoubeokay? 

Inodded.HehuggedmeafterIgotout.Itwas

tightandwarming,Itookmybags. 

Thando:I'llcallyoulater. 



Me:Okay. 

Gettinginthehouse,therewasnoone.I

actuallywasn'tinthemoodforpeople.Ineeded

tobealoneforawhile. 

Iwenttoputeverythinginmyclosetthenwent

withmyphone,outside,atthegardenjustsoI

Couldclearmymind. 

Lateron,duringtheday,probablyaround2pm

Kitsocame. 

Ihadjustfinishedwithcooking. 

Kitso:Hey,youback? 

Me:TherewasnoonewhenIcameback. 

Kitso:Hehadtogoforhisvaccinations. 

Me:He'ssleeping? 

Kitso:Yeah,hehadbeencryingeversincewe

camefromthehospital. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:It'sprobablytheneedle. 



Shechuckled. 

Kitso:Yeahletmejustgoputhimdown. 

Me:Okay,I'lldishupinthemeantime. 

IsetthetablethendishedforKitsoandI,

puttingdad'sfoodinthewarmer. 

ShecamethensaidGraceaswesatdownthen

webothstartedeating. 

Kitso:Sohowwasit? 

Ismiled. 

Me:Itwasamazing,thewaythepeople

screamedforus,God

Iscreamedandshelaughed. 

Kitso:Musthavebeenreallygood. 

Me:Yougotnoidea,Iwasabitnervousthough

butLuthandoheldmyhandthroughitall. 

Kitso:LuthandoNeh. 

Ilaughed.Shesaiditlikeitstheonlypartshe



heardandthelookshegaveme,ohgod. 

Me:Mm

Kitso:Yourfaceevenbrightensatthemention

ofhisname. 

Ilaughed,hidingmyfaceandshechuckled.I

wasblushing. 

Kitso:It'sgoodtoseeyouhappy,Ijusthopehe

doesn'tturnouttobeworsethan..Youknow. 

Me:Ihopesotoo.Ilovehim. 

Kitso:Justdon'trushthings,gowiththeFlow. 

Inodded.Shealwaysgivesthebestadvices.I

washedthedishesafterweate. 

Dadcamelateron,itwasprobablyafter5. 

Me:Good,younowallhear. 

Dad:What'sgoingon? 

KitsowenttowarmhisfoodasIwenttomy

roomsoIcouldgetmycertificates. 



Me:Tada! 

Iflashedthemintheireyes.DadtookThemAnd

Icouldseeasmileflashuponhisface. 

Hestoodupandsuffocatedmeinahug. 

Hekissedmeallovertheface. 

Dad:I'msoproudofyou. 

Me:I'mglad. 

Kitso:Congratulations baby. 

Shehuggedmetooandkissedmeonthe

cheek. 

Kitso:Youneedtobeawardedforsuchgreat

performances. 

Me:YousaiditMom. 

SheshotmeadeathstareandIlaughed. 

Dad:Yourmotherisrightthough,thisdeserves

areward. 

Kitso:I'llletitslidejustthisonce. 



Wechuckled. 

ThandocalledmesoIwentoutsidesoIcould

talkfreelywithmyboyfriend. 

Ididn'twantdadaskingmeanyquestions,

sniffingintomybusiness.Iansweredonthe

thirdring. 

Me:Mylove. 

Thando:Iwasjustabouttogiveup. 

Me:Ineededtogetsomeprivacyfirst. 

Thando:Yourdad? 

Igiggled. 

Me:Yeah,youknowhowheis. 

HechuckledontheothersideandIlaughed. 

Thando:Howareyounow? 

Me:I'mmuchbetternow. 

Thando:I'mglad.Youdoknowwe'llhavetotalk

aboutthiseventuallyright? 



Isighed. 

Me:Yes,Iknow. 

Thando:Iwon'trushyou,don'tworry. 

IwasabouttoreplywhenIhadanalertthat

there'sanincomingcall. 

Me:Ummbabe? 

Thando:Yeah? 

Me:CanIgetbacktoyou?There'sanincoming

call. 

Thando:Umm,alright.Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Iswitchedcallsandansweredthatfromthe

numberIcouldn'trecognize. 

Caller:Khensani? 

Me:Speaking. 

Caller:It'sKagisano. 

Me:Youchangednumbers? 



Kagi:IborrowedaphonesoIcouldtalktoyou. 

Me:Soundsserious. 

Kagi:Canyoucomethroughnow? 

Me:It'slateKagisano. 

Shesighed. 

Kagi:Tomorrowmaybe? 

Me:I'llcomeinthemorning. 

Kagi:ThankYou.Pleasedon'ttellLuthando

aboutit. 

Me:Wheredoeshefitinhere? 

Kagi:Justdon'ttellhim.I'llseeyoutomorrow. 

Me:Umm,okay. 

Shehungupleavingmewithalottothink

about. 

FirstitwasKamogeloandnowit'shere,what

thehellisgoingonhere? 

Anyway,Iwentbacktothehouseandeven



forgotaboutcallingLuthandoback. 

Ijustwenttomyroom,changedintomy

pyjamasandgotinsidemyblankets. 

Whydoesitseemthateveryoneisagainst

LuthandoandI? 

KagisanomightnothavesaidanythingbutI

knewitwasprobablytodowithLuthando. 

Whycouldn'ttheyjustletusbe?

Ifthingsdon'tworkout,it'dbemymistaketo

make. 

Ipusheditalltothebackofmymindassleep

consumed. 

.
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YazisomehowIwasusedtoschoolandhaving

towakeupearlyforthat.Althoughitwasthe

weekend,somehowmybodywasstillonthat

kindoftip. 



Iwaswokenupbymyphonebusybuzzing.

Fromthedarknessclearlyvisibleoutside,I

knewitwasn'tmorningyetorrather,thesun

hadn'tcomeoutyet. 

IsighedasIsatdownonmybuttandanswered,

notbotheringtocheckthecallerid. 

"Iwaitedandwaited,why?"

Isighed.Therewasnodoubtinmymindabout

whothatcouldbe. 

Me:Luthando. 

Thando:Don'tsaymynamelikeIforgotit.Iwas

worriedKhensani. 

Me:IknowandI'msorry. 

Thando:Isitaboutyesterday?Ithoughtwe

werewaypastthat. 

IwantedtotellhimbutKagisanoaskedmenot

toevenmentionittohim. 

IhadtothinkofsomethingandIhadtothinkof



itfast.Unfortunately,meandlyingaredefinitely

notfriends.IfinditsohardtoliebecauseI

wouldneverlikeitifsomeoneisnothonest

withme,reasonwhyItriedtobeashonestasI

canbe. 

Me:No,it'sjust..Iforgot. 

Thando:Whowasit? 

Me:Huh? 

Thando:Thepersonwhocalled.Theperson

whomadeyouforgetabouttheobligationyou

hadmadetoyourboyfriend. 

Me:Umm..It's..It'sjust..Youwouldn'tknow

him. 

Thando:YoudoknowIcanhearyoulying

right? 

Me:I...Umm.. 

Thando:Don'tfuckwithmeKhensani. 

Me:Language. 



Thando:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Nothingisgoingon. 

Thando:Areyouhavinganydoubts?Aboutme,

about..Us? 

Me:No,I'mnot. 

Thando:Thenwhat?Whydoesitseemlikeyou

don'twannalevelwithme? 

Me:Canwenotargueaboutthis? 

Thando:HowisitarguingwhenI'mtryingto

comprehendthesuddenmistrustyouhave

towardsme? 

Me:Itrustyou. 

Thando:Ifyoudid,youwouldn'tbekeeping

secrets. 

Me:SoI'mtheonekeepingsecrets? 

Thando:Whatareyoutryingtosay? 

Me:Youwantmetobehonestwithyouyetthe

onlythingIknowaboutyouisyournameand



age.Idon'tknowwhereyouworkorhowyou

abletoaffordallthesecarsandfivestarhotels.

Idon'tevenknowwhereyoulive! 

AtthispointIwasgratefulI'minmyownroom

causeitwouldn'thavebeenaconversationI

wouldhavehadwithdadinmypresence. 

Thando:Actually,Ialsodon'twannaargue. 

Me:Wow. 

Thando:We'lltalkfacetoface.Conversations

likethesearen'theldoverthephone. 

Me:Whateverman. 

Thando:Khensani.. 

HewarnedbutIdidn'tlistenbutinstead,hang

uponhim.HecalledbackimmediatelyandI

rolledmyeyesbeforeanswering. 

Me:What? 

Thando:I'mtheonewhocalledandyounot

gonnafuckenhunguponme.Idon'tknowwhat



gotyouinamoodbutthatdoesn'tgiveyouthe

righttotreatmelikeshit.Where'stherespect? 

Me:Sorrybabami. 

Thando:Mxm. 

HeclickedhistonguebeforehangingupAndI

nowfeltbadforhowIspoketohim. 

I'llhavetoapologizewhenhecoolsdown

becausetalkingtohimwhilehe'slikethis

wasn'tgoingtohelp. 

IwentbacktomysleepsinceIwasstillsleepy.

Ididn'tevenbothercheckingthetime. 

IwokeupwhenIfeltthesun'srayshittinghard

onthewindowandreflectingonme. 

Idon'tknowwhoopenedthecurtaincauseI

sureashell. 

SinceitwasSunday,Iknewitwasdadwhowas

wakingmeupforchurch. 

Ijustsighedbeforegettingupandgoingtothe



bathroomwhereItookabath. 

Idriedandlotioned.Iwantedtogooutofmy

roomonlywhenI'mdonewitheverything. 

Iworeawhitebodyhuggingdresswithgold

sandalsandletmyhairloose.Ijustputalip

balmonmylips,tookmybagandphonethen

wentout. 

Iwasactuallyalittletiredfromlackofsleepbut

itwasnotmuchofadeal. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Dad:Youcansleep. 

Me:Thanksforthecompliment. 

Isatdown. 

Dad:YoubetternotbepregnantbecauseI

swear... 

Ilaughedoutloud.Whowouldhavemademe

pregnant?ImeanIhaven'tsleptwithanyone

sinceforeverandfromthelookofthings,it



wasn'tgoingtohappenanytimesoon. 

Me:Youworrytoomuch. 

Kitsowasnotgoingwithussinceherbabyis

stillabitsmallforcrowds. 

Iatecerealforbreakfastasusual.Iwas

actuallybusyeatingwhenIreceivedacallfrom

aprivatenumber. 

Ilookedatitforawhile,contemplatingAbout

answeringitornot. 

Dad:Justanswerthedamnthing,it'sdisturbing

mypeace. 

Igiggled,rollingmyeyes. 

Me:It'saprivatenumber. 

Thecallernayewasn'tgivingup 

Dad:There'sonlyonewaytofindout. 

IanswereditasIgotuptogooutside. 

Me:Hello. 



"ThankGodyoufinallyanswered!"

Me:Kagisano? 

Kagi:Pleasedonottellmeyouforgot. 

Me:Forgotabout? 

Kagi:Weweresupposetomeet. 

IthadcompletelyslippedmymindandI

promised.Infact,whenIdid,Ihadeven

forgottenaboutchurch 

Me:Flip! 

Kagi:PleaseKhen,it'simportant. 

Me:Can'titwaituntilafterchurch? 

Kagi:No,itcan't. 

Igroaned.Ididn'tknowhowIwasgoingtodo

this.Imean,ifIleavenowtogomeetupwith

her,I'lldefinitelybelateAnddadmightendup

leavingwithoutme. 

Again,ifIdon'tgotoher,Imightneverbeable

toanditdidsoundimportantconsideringhow



she'sstillnotlettinggo. 

Andagain,Iwascurioustoknowwhatitcould

bethat'smakingherwanttomeetupwithme

kanje,shedidtellmenottotellLuthandoabout

it.Curiositydidkillthecatafterall.

Me:Okay,fine.I'mcoming. 

Kagi:ThankYousomuch. 

Ihadjustdroppedthecallwhendadcamewith

mybag.Shit!

Me:Weleavingalready? 

Dad:Yes. 

Me:ButIhadto-

Hecutmeshort. 

Dad:Whateveritiswillhavetowaitforafter

church. 

Me:Kodwababa-

Dad:Ha.aNono.Godcomesfirst,Therestcan

followafterward. 



Ihuffedandjustwalkedtothecar.Iswitched

myphoneoffbecauseIdidn'thavetheheartto

callKagisanooreventellherthatI'mnolonger

coming. 

Itwouldhavebeenuselessarguingwithdad

Aboutitanyway. 

Heisright,Goddoescomefirst.Hedroveusto

churchwhilelisteningtosomesermononthe

radio. 

EveryserviceisalwaysuniqueandIwasbrave

enoughtogogiveatestimonyabouthowGod

hadbeengoodtome. 

Truthis,Iwouldn'thavecomethisfarifit

wasn'tbecauseofhim. 

IsangasongbyJoyousCelebrationtitled

"Bengingazi".ItbasicallytalksaboutGod'slove

formeandallHedidformejusttoshowhis

loveforme.

Aftertheservice,Ihadtowaitfordadwhowas



busygreetingpeople.Iwastiredbutithadbeen

anamazingservice. 

It'salwaysgreattobeinthepresenceofthe

almightyGod. 

Justrestinginhispresenceandallowinghimto

takecontrolofyoursoul,yourheartandyour

spirit,it'samazing. 

Whendadfinallycame,Iwasinthecaralready.

Ishouldhavejusttakenthekeyfromhimand

drovemyselfhome. 

Kitsodidteachmehowtodriveafterall.I

missedherandlittleBandile,Ihadn'tseenthem

today. 

Dad:IhopeIdidn'tkeepyourwaiting. 

Thenerveofthisguy!Ifhewasn'tmyfather..

NcNc. 

Anyway,Ididn'treply.Thattomesoundedmore

likeastatementthanaquestion. 

HedroveusstraighthomeAndIwasonlytoo



happy. 

IswitchedmyphoneonimmediatelywhenIgot

offthecar. 

Kagisanowasprobablymadatmewherever

sheis. 

Iwashungry,wehadbeenatchurchforsolong.

GoodthingIwasn'twearingheelsormyfeet

wouldhavebeenkillingmenow. 

Me:Mommy! 

IscreamedjustasIwasentering.Iheardher

giggleinthelounge. 

Iwenttosuffocateherwithahug 

Kitso:Bandileistheonewho'ssupposetocall

methat 

Me:Butyouaremymother. 

Kitso:Well,yesbutIstillpreferjustmyname. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Imissedyou. 



Kitso:Akereyoudidn'tevensaygoodbyebefore

youleft. 

Me:Blamethishusbandofyours 

Shechuckled. 

Kitso:Well,Imissedyoutoo. 

Shesqueezedmycheek. 

Me:I'mhungry. 

Kitso:ShouldIdishup? 

Me:Please. 

Ihelpedhersetupthetable,Dadcamewitha

wailingBandile. 

Me:Andthen? 

Dad:Herefusestoshutup. 

Kitso:Didyoucheckhisnappy? 

Dad:Yes,Ievenchangedit.Ithinkhe'shungry. 

Kitso:Hejustate. 

Dad:Hehasquiteanappetite.Remindsmeof



someoneIknow. 

Me:Haibo! 

Welaughed.KitsotookBandiandfedhimwhile

Icontinuedwithsettingupforlunch. 

Kitsowenttoputhimdownthengotbackand

weallate. 

Kitso:Howwaschurch? 

Me:Amazing! 

SomeoneknockedonthedoorjustasIwas

abouttotellhereverything. 

Wealllookedateachother.Itwasclearneither

ofthemwerethinkingofgoingtocheckwhoit

issoIstoodup,wipedmyhandsandwentto

checkoutwhoitis. 

Iopenedthedoor. 

Me:Thehell? 

Thando:Hi. 

Thisguyhasadeathwarrant.Iclosedthedoor



asIwentoutsidewithhim.Imagineifdad

wouldhavebeentheonetoopenthedoor,what

couldhehavesaid? 

Me:Areyoucrazy? 

Thando:Youshouldreallystartwatchinghow

youspeaktome.I'mnotyourfriend. 

Irolledmyeyesinwardly,wewenttohiscar.

God,myfood? 

Anyway,Iwantedhimtojustgetoutoftheyard,

I'llexplainwhenIcomeback. 

Hestartedthecarandwedroveoff. 

Me:So,wherearewegoing? 

Thando:YouwantedtoseewhereIliveright? 

Me:AsifyouwouldhaveshownmeifIhadn't

mentionedit. 

Irolledmyeyes. 

Thando:That'simpolite. 

Me:Yazi,yousoaboutcontrollingme,it'snot



funanymore. 

Thando:I'msorrythen.Idon'twanttofight. 

Me:Wewereactuallyeatingyouknow. 

Thando:Youandfood,Igetjealous

sometimes. 

Me:That'snotnice. 

Thando:Ilovethatyounotlikeothergirlswho

trytoactlikesomeonethey'renot,Allinthe

nameofimpressingtheirboyfriends. 

Me:WellI-

Myphonerang,interruptingmefromsaying

whatIwantedtosay. 

ItwasactuallyinmybreastsdoItookitout

whileprayingit'snotdad,Iwantedtodealwith

himwhenIgethome. 

Me:Hello. 

"Pleasedonottellmeyouwithhim"

IlookedatLuthandowhowasmorefocusedon



hisdriving. 

Me:Iam.What'sup? 

Kagi:Kamogelotoldmeabouthim. 

Me:Oh? 

Ididn'twanthimtogetanysuspiciousabout

thisphonecallsoIhadtoactcool. 

Kagi:Yes,look,he'snotwhoyouthinkheis. 

Me:I'mnotfollowing. 

Kagi:There'smoretohimthanwhatyou-

Thando:Whoisit? 

Iclearedmythroat. 

Me:I'llcallyou 

Kagi:Youneedtohearthis. 

Me:Idon'tknow,probablytomorrow. 

Kagi:Khensani! 

Me:Haha,bye. 



Ihungup. 

Me:ItwasNobuhle,myformerclassmate. 

Thando:Okaybaby. 

Helookedbackattheroadandmyheart

immediatelywentbacktoitsplace. 

WhatisItabouthimthatthesetwinsare

warningmeabout? 

Thando:Wehere. 

Hesaidasheopenedmydoor,knockingme

backintoreality.Ihadn'tevenrealizedthecar

hadstopped. 

HestretchedhishandouttomeandIheldit

andgotout 

Ilookedaround.Thehousewasinabushy

neighborhood.Itwasasinglestoryand

portableenoughforabachelor. 

Theviewwastodiefor. 

Me:Wow. 



Thando:Loveit? 

Me:Toomuch. 

Hespankedmyass,Ijumpedabit. 

Thando:Let'sgoin.Icooked. 

Ilaughedandhewasserious. 

Me:Youcancook? 

Thando:Itryandhavingagirlfriendwithan

appetitedoesn'tleavemewithmuchofa

choice. 

Ijustgiggledandwewentinside. 

Me:Wow. 

Itwasactuallybiggerthanitlookedonthe

inside.Therewasevenapoolatthebackand

inside,ithadanopendesignkitchenwitha

livingroomandlounge. 

Therewasthreebedroomallensuitesanda

cinemaroomwithahugeTVscreenanda

selectionofmovies. 



Me:It'sbeautiful. 

Thedecorhadanaturefeel,andbecauseitwas

abitisolated,itwastherapeutic. 

Thando:Thanks. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek. 

Thando:Let'sgocheckoutthemainbedroom. 

Me:Alright. 

Hetookmyhandandjustasweentered,I

receivedamessageonmyphone. 

Iopenedit,itwasapicture.Openingit,I

screamedbeforethrowingmyphoneonthe

floorandIlosttouchwithrealityforawhileasI

hearditbreak. 
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Thando:What'swrong? 

Ilookedathimbutmymindwasstillonthe

pictureIsaw.Istartedshakingtremendously. 

IwashavingapanicattackcauseIcouldfeel



thewallsofmychestclosingup. 

Thando:Breathe,please,youscaringme. 

Ididasinstructedbecauserightthen,itwasmy

lifethatmatteredthanhowImightbefeeling. 

Imaginebeinginarelationshipwithsomeone

for8months,openingyourhearttothemand

lovingthemonlytofindoutyoudon'tknow

themlikeyouthought. 

Whenmybreathingbecameabitnormal,The

tearsjustfellhysterically. 

Helookedatmeconfused,hehadnoideawhat

washappeningandwithmyphonebroken,

therewasnowayhe'dfindoutunlessItellhim

whatIsaw. 

Me:Iwannagohome. 

Helookedatmelikehecouldn'tbelieveIjust

saidthat,Iwipedthetearswhichwere

streamingdownmyface. 

HewasperplexedbutIdidn'tcare.Hetried



holdingmyhandsbutIyankedthemoff. 

IstillhadtoexplaintodadwhyIlefthome

withoutsayinganythingandagain,whowasat

thedoor.I'lljusthavetodealwiththatwhenI

gethome. 

HethenchuckledindisbeliefbeforeIsawanger

embracehisface.Ihadneverseenhimlikethis,

thisangry. 

Thando:Firstlyyoucryinglikesomeonejust

died,youbrokeyourphoneforreasonsonly

knowntoyouandnowyouwantmetotakeyou

home,doIlookcrazytoyou? 

Me:Youtheonewhobroughtmehere. 

Thando:AndI'lltakeyouhomewhenIwantto.

Nowtellmewhatyousawthatalmostmade

youhaveapanicattack. 

Me:Soyoujustgonnapretendeverythingisfine?

Whatkindofpersonareyou?!

Helookedatmeasifhedidn'tknowwhatIwas



talkingaboutbutIknewhedid.Hemightnot

knowwhatIknowbutheknowswhathe's

done. 

Hesatdownonthebedandfoldedhisarms

thenshotastareatme. 

Thando:Youhavenorighttoraiseyourvoiceat

me.What'smymomgoingtothinkwhenshe

findsoutmygirlfrienddoesn'trespectme? 

Me:Andyouhavenorighttotellmewhatto

do. 

HegroanedbutIdidn'tgiveadamn,Ipickedmy

phonefromthefloor,togetherwiththebattery

andbackcover. 

Iswitchedmyphoneonandrejoicedthatitwas

functional,althoughthescreenwasruptured.

Iheardhimbreatheoutloud.WhatdidIget

myselfinto? 

Iwassuddenlyscaredofhim,myheartwas

beatingoutofmychest. 



It'snocoincidencethatKamogelowasinjured

thesamenighthedisappearedonmeto"sort

somethingout"

Whatkindofpersoninflictssuchagonyon

another?Allbecauseofwhat?Himwantingto

tellmesomethingabouthim? 

Hellno.I'llhavetogotoKagisanojustsoI

knowhowmuchdeepshitI'min. 

Thando:I'lltakeyouhome. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Ifollowedhimtohiscarandthedrivehome

wassosilent,Ibetyou'dhearanailfalldown

shoulditfall. 

Mymindwasinturmoil,Ididn'tevenhearthe

carstop. 

Thando:Ibroughtyouhomelikeyouasked. 

Ilookedathim,god,Ilovehim.Ievengot

emotionalleaviwhilethingsarenotokay.Apart

ofmeregrettednottalkingtohimaboutthis,



hearhissideofthestorybutapartofmewas

hellamadathimforbeingsosavage. 

Whathappenedtotalkingtosolvethings?Why

notgoonandnotpayanyattentiontopeople

whoareonyourtail? 

Wellunless..Unlessyougotsomethingtohide

andfromwhatIsaw,itseemedhehadalotto

hide. 

Igotoutofthecarandneverlookedback.Iwas

evennolongerhungry,Ijustwentstraighttomy

room. 

WhydidIcarewhathappenstoKamogelo?Why

can'thejustbesomeoneIusedtodateandnot

anyofmyconcern? 

I'lldefinitelyhavetogoseeKagisano. 

IhadjusttakenashowerwhenIheardaknock

onmydoor.Ijustsighedandwenttoopen. 

Dad:Whendidyoucomeback? 

Me:Aboutanhourago. 



Dad:Wheredidyougo? 

Me:Dadplease,Ihaveonlotonmyplatenow. 

HesatonmybedandIsawconcernembrace

hisface.Ialsodidn'tknowwhatwashappening

withme. 

Truthis,IactuallysawafuturewithLuthando

sowhywasIlettingpeoplegetinthewayof

that? 

Dad:YouandIusedtotalkabouteverythingbut

now,wehardlyevertalk.Youknowseeingyou

hurt,hurtsme. 

Me:Iappreciateyourconcernkodwait's

nothingIcan'thandle. 

Dad:Really? 

Me:Yes. 

Dad:Isawyouwhenyoucameback. 

Ididn'teventurntolookaroundwhenIcame.

WhenIlefthiscar,itwaslikeIwasleavinga



partofmebehind. 

Hedidn'tcheatonme,Ishouldhavejust

confrontedhimaboutthingsandnowhe

probablythinksI'mchildish. 

Dad:Whywereyoucrying? 

Me:Iwasjust..Overwhelmedwithemotions. 

Dad:Isitthatboyfriendofyours? 

Me:Haibo,I'm19dad.I'mnotakid. 

Dad:YoumykidandI'mgoingtoprotectyou

andcareforyoutillI'm6feetunder. 

Ichuckled.Tothinktherewasapointhekept

tellingmetogrowupandnowhe'sbabyingme 

Me:CanIgetdressed? 

Dad:Iwon'tforceitoutofyou.Justknowifyou

wannatalk,I'llalwaysbethereforyou. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Thefollowingweekwasthemostmiserable.I

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutLuthandoandhe



wasn'ttalkingtome. 

TherewastimesI'dpickupmyphone,dialhis

numberwhichIhadmemorizedbutmypride

couldn'tletmegoonwithit. 

Kitso:Justcallhim. 

Me:What? 

Shechuckled.Iwaslookingatmyphone,my

stupidmindstillthinkinghe'llcallmaybe. 

IwasavoidingcallsfromKagisano,though

she'dcallmewithanunknownnumberbutI

onlywantedtoseeLuthando'snameflashing

onmybrokenscreen. 

Kitso:You'vebeenstaringatyourphonefor

overanhournow 

Me:You'vebeencounting? 

Kitso:You'vebeenmiserableforthepastfew

weekandI'veneverheardyougoingoutsideto

talktoyourphone,areyouguysfighting? 



Isighed.Unlikedad,shewaseasiertotalkto

becauseshe'dgivemeadvicesAndnotresort

toviolence. 

Shedidn'tjudgemeorcondemnmebutinstead,

sheopenedmyeyestoalotofthingsthatI

wasn'tseeing. 

Me:It'scomplicated. 

Kitso:Uncomplicateitformemosadi. 

Me:OkaysoIreceiveapictureofuKamogelo

badlyinjuredandwithacaptionof"Your

boyfriend'shandiworks".Iwasshocked,I

mean,Ineversawhimasaviolenttype.Even

whenhepunchedhim,hedidn'tdoanything

aboutit. 

Kitso:That'sreallycomplicated. 

Me:Iwasmad,Angaziwhy.AndKagisanohas

longaskedmetocometoherbecauseshehas

somethingimportanttotellme.Idon'teven

wannahearitbecauseIfeelthey'realltryingto



breakusapart. 

Kitso:Ithinkthebestthingtodoistotalkto

himaboutthis,tellhimeverythingandthenyou

guyscan'ttakeitfromthere.

Me:I'vebeencontemplatingitthispastfew

weeks. 

Kitso:Youevenlostweightbecauseofthat

littleprideofyours. 

Ilaughed.ItwasMondayanddadwasatwork.

Weweresittinginthelounge. 

Me:Whatifhedoesn'tpickup? 

Kitso:There'sonlyoneWaytofindout. 

Me:I'mscared. 

Isaid,bitingmynails.Ireallywasscared,I

meanlasttimeIsawhimthingswereshakyand

thewayItalkedtohim..Ijustdidn'tknowhey. 

Shetookmyphonefromme. 

Me:Whatareyoudoing? 



Isaid,panicking. 

Kitso:It'sringing. 

Me:No! 

Kitso:Yes. 

Iburiedmyfaceinmyhands,Iwasn'treadyto

talktohimyet. 

Kitso:Hey..No,I'mherparent..She'shere

Shelookedatme,Iwantedtocry,shegavethe

phonetome. 

Ibreathedoutloudandclearedmyphone,I

didn'teventhinkaboutmyairtimewhichwas

barelythere. 

Me:H-Hi. 

Thando:Hello

Mythroatsuddenlydriedup,IlookedatKitso

whojuststoodupandgavemeapatonthe

back. 

Iremainedsilentbecausemyheartwasbeating



outofmychest.

Thando:YougonnatalkorshouldIhungup? 

Me:I'msorryI..Ijust..Ican't.. 

Thando:YoustutteringandI'mrunningoutof

patience. 

Ibreathedinandout. 

Me:CanwemeetupAndtalk? 

Thando:YouknowwhereIstaynow,you'llfind

methere. 

Me:Luthandoplease.

Thando:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Comeget

you?AmIsupposetoaskhowhigheverytime

youtellmetojump? 

IsighedastearsfelldownmyfacebutIquickly

wipedthemoff. 

Me:I'msorry

Iwhispered.Hewasmakingthingshardforme

butIcouldn'tblamehim.Ihadreallytreatedhim



likeshit. 

Thando:I'llcomegetyou. 

Ithinkit'sthesadnessinmyvoicethatmade

himgiveintomebeforehedroppedthephone

onme. 

Igotupandwenttowashmyface.Idriedand

putpondsonmyfaceandalipbalm. 

IhadshoweredalreadyandIwaswearinga

summerdressandflipflops. 

IreceivedatextonmyphoneandwhenIlooked,

itwasfromLuthando. 

"I'moutside.Come.Now."

Isighed,IwenttoKitsototellherI'mgoingand

tookmyphonethenleft. 

Ifoundhimparkedafewhousesfrommine.I

justtookabreathinandwenttohiscar. 

Iknockedonthewindowandheloweredit,he

evenhadsunglasseson.Helookedflamingin



themandIhadmissedhimsomuchandseeing

him,Ijustfeltlikeembracinghimandplacing

kissesalloverhisface. 

Thando:Getin. 

Usually,he'dopenthedoorformebutnowhe

wasbeingplaincoldbutIguessIdeservedit. 

IjustopenedthebackdoorandgotIn. 

Thando:I'mnotachauffeur. 

Me:Huh? 

Thando:I'mnotgoingtobetheonlyinthefront

whilethere'sonlytwoofusinthiscar. 

Yaziifthiswasanotherday,Iwouldhavelong

gotoutandwenthome. 

Ihadtogetoutfromthebackandgotothe

frontseatthenhefinallystartedthecarand

droveoffwiththeradiopumpinginhisVrrrpha.

Itwasmyfirsttimeseeinghimdrivethat. 

HewasplayingsomeKwaitomusic,drivinglike



histheshit. 

Thisfeltliketorturebutagain,Ihaddonethisto

myself. 

ImeanhadInotletpeoplebetheonesdictating

ourrelationship,wewouldn'tbehere. 

ItwasmybedandIhadtolayinit. 

.
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Whenwearrivedathisplace,Ihadtofollow

himinsidewithatailbetweenmylegs.Lifewas

humblingmeshame. 

Heimmediatelywenttohisfridgeandtookout

a500mlcanofCastleLite.Heopeneditand

startedsippingonit,withhisshadesstillon.I

knowhewaslookingatmethroughhisglasses

andtheviewwasjustoutofthisworld,Ialmost

meltedrightthereandthen. 

Thando:Ring'aKe. 



Ilookedathim,Idon'tknowwhybutIwas

nervousandyenahewaschilled,enjoying

havingmeunderhispower. 

Me:Doyoureallyhavetobethiscold? 

Thando:Theonlythingthat'scoldisthiscanI'm

holding. 

Irolledmyeyes.HowdidIfallforthisarrogant

andyethandsomejerk?Idecidedtojust

swallowmyprideandtalk.ImeanI'mtheone

whotreatedhimlikeshit,soIdeserveallthis.

Thefactthathecamesignifiessomething

right? 

Me:I'mjustgonnabefrontabouteverything. 

HenoddedandIsawhimremovehisshades,

putthemonthetableandlookedatme.

Ijustlookeddownbecausethewayhewas

staringatmewasmakingmesonervous,I

couldfeelmyselfshaking. 

Anyway,Itookabreatheintocalmmynerves



downabitbeforefinallytalking.Ididn'teven

knowwheretostartbuttherootofthisallwas

thepictureIreceived. 

Me:I'msorryaboutthewayIspoketoyoulast

Sunday.Itwastotallydisrespectfulofmetoyou,

asmyboyfriend.Thingis,Iwasjustmad

knowingImightbedatingahooligan. 

Thando:Wait..What? 

Ilookedathim,hehadhiseyebrowraised. 

Me:IknowwhatyoudidtoKamogelo. 

Hechuckledandclappedhands,Istoodthere

likeafool,lookingathim.WhatdidImiss

kunje? 

Thando:YousomethingelseKhensani.Igive

youthat. 

Me:AnywayI'msorryandIrealizeIoverreacted.

UKagisanonayewasbusycallingmeandtelling

meshehassomethingimportanttotellmeand

aftergettingthatpictureonmyphone,Ijustgot



pissed

Thando:Youtellingmeyoudon'tseewhat's

goingonhere? 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

Iwasnowconfused,Ilookedathimperplexed.

Whatwashetalkingabout?ThewayIwasin

thedark,Ifeltsoilliterateshame. 

Thando:They'rejusttryingtocomebetween

us. 

Me:I'mnotfollowing. 

Heputhiscanonthecounterandcameto

standinfrontofmeandtookmyhandsinto

his. 

Thando:Imissedyousomuch. 

Hekissedmyhands,washereallytryingto

changethesubjectnoworwhat? 

Hishandswenttomyfaceandcuppedit,Iwas

justlookingathim. 



Thando:Iloveyousomuchanditsucksthat

youstillhunguponyourex. 

Me:Wh-

Hekissed,notallowingmetofinishit.Idon't

knowwhyhealwaysdidthat,kissedmetoshut

meupbutIlovedit. 

Icannevergetenoughofhiskisses,they're

alwayssayingsomethingthatwordsfailedto

say. 

Hebrokeitandkissedmeontheforehead

beforepickingmeuplikeI'mnothingand

puttingmeonthetopofthekitchencounter. 

Thando:Ididn'ttouchhim. 

Me:Youdidn't? 

Thando:Nope,ifIhad,Iwouldhavekilledhim

withmybarehandsandyouwouldhavehated

meforever.Thatboydisrespectedmewaytoo

manytimesandIhadtoputhiminhisplace.

Me:IsthatwhatyougoingtodotomewhenI



disrespectyou?Fuckmyfaceuptono

recognition? 

Isaidwithfearalittleevidentinmyvoice,he

laughedlikeIhadjustsaidanOscarwinning

jokebutIneededtoknow.Hehadtotellme. 

Whenhewasdonelaughing,hecametostand

infrontofmebetweenmylegsandbrushedmy

thighs. 

Thando:Youright,I'llfuckyou,notyourface

though. 

IgaspedAndhelaughed. 

Thando:Youshouldbehappyhe'salive. 

Me:SowhatdoesKagiknowaboutyou? 

Thando:Probablywhatyourboyfriendtoldher.

Angithiyenanefriendyakhedecidedtodigshit

aboutme. 

Me:That'swhatKamowantedtotellmeatthe

dance?



Henodded. 

Thando:Idon'thaveanythingtohidethough.

MyfatherIsaPastor. 

Me:Whoownsataxibusiness? 

Hechuckled.Iendeduplaughingtoo. 

Thando:Yes,asweirdasthatsounds. 

Me:AndWena? 

Thando:Whataboutme? 

Me:Whatdoyoudoforaliving? 

Thando:I'mahustler. 

HesaidwithagrinandIlaughed. 

Me:YouaGee? 

Thando:I'maboss. 

Heperkedmeonthelips. 

Thando:Tellme,whathappenedinyourpast

thatmadeyousoscaredofsexsinceyounota

virgin? 



Thereweretimeswhentalkingaboutthiswould

makemecryariverorevenfeellessofmyself

andmakemelookdownonmyselfbutnot

anymore.Godwasabletoforgivemeofallmy

sinsandpurifymeagainsoIwasn'tany

ashamed.AllthatIwentthroughmademethe

womanIamtoday. 

Thandoissuchastraighttalkershame,hesays

thisjustastheyareanddoesn'trunaround

tryingtofindacornerinacircle. 

Somehow,Ishouldhavebeenhonestaboutmy

pasttohimandsincewewereonthevergeof

PuttingthingsonthetableandIwasmorethan

willing. 

Me:Well,growingupwhenIwasjustbecoming

ateenager,IhadalowselfesteemAnd

absolutelynoconfidenceinmyself. 

Thando:Umhlekanje? 

Ilaughed. 



Me:Well,yeah.Ilostmyvirginityattheageof

14tosomepunkwholaidmeafakebedoflove

androses.Ibelievedhimwhenhesaidheloved

mebutheonlywantedtosleepwithme.He

didn'tevenwaittogobraggingtohisfriends

andtellmehowhewasonlyinterestedinmy

bodyandhowuglyIam. 

Thando:What'shisname? 

Me:HaiThando,youmightjustgoandbeatthe

poorguyup. 

HechuckledandIlaughed. 

Thando:YoudoknowI'llfindoureitherway? 

Me:I'moverit,please,andstopinterruptingme,

Iwannafinishtellingyoueverything. 

Thando:IthinkIgoteverything. 

Me:Oh? 

Thando:Youscaredthatthenextguyyou'll

sleepwithisgoingtoleaveafterhittingit. 



Me:Plussexbeforemarriageisasin. 

Thando:Wozamamfundisi.Dadwouldloveyou

shame. 

Ilaughed.Hekissedmynose. 

Thando:Continue. 

Me:Whenithappenedthesecondtimewith

anotherguy,Iwentintosevereclinical

depression.Ihadtoleaveschoolandbehome

schooled,reasonwhyIdidmatricat19.Dad

andImovedfromareatoareabecauseofthe

bullyingandIeventriedcommittingsuicide

countlesstimestilldadtookmetoatherapist

whohelpedmedealwitheverything. 

Thando:You'vebeenthroughalot. 

Me:Iknowandit'sactuallythefirsttimeIspeak

aboutit,withoutsheddingtears. 

Thando:You'vegrownuptobeastrong,

beautifulladyandI'mproudofyou.Ijustwish

youwouldhavetrustedmeenoughbefore,to



tellmeaboutthis. 

Me:I'msorry. 

Thando:It'sokay.Youtellingmeyouhaven't

hadsexinwhat,fouryears? 

Inodded. 

Thando:Youmustbeavirginnow. 

Me:Ohplease. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Iwon'trushyouthoughandit's

definitelynotwhatIwantfromyou.It'spretty

hardbecauseI'musedtosametimedelivery

whenitcomestosexbutI'vesurvivedsolong

andyou'reworthit. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Hekissedmylips. 

Thando:Cookforme. 

Me:Younotgoingtoask? 



Hechuckled. 

Thando:NoandIneedtoknowifI'mgoingto

marryalousycookornot. 

Me:Didn'tseeyouasthemarriagetype. 

Thando:It'sallyoubaby,allyou. 

Iblushedandhechuckled,makingmecovermy

face.Heputmedownandspankedme. 

Me:Hey! 

Thando:I'mwaitingformyfoodmfazi. 

Ilaughed,hesatonabarchairandsippedon

hisbeerwhilelookingatme. 

Me:Whatdoyouwannaeat? 

Thando:I'maman,Iwantmeat. 

Ilaughed.Icookedwithhimwatchingmeand

spankingmyasseverynowandthen.I'dcurse

athimandhewouldjustlaughatme. 

Icookedpap,chakalakawithsteakandwors.I

dishedupforhimandmyself. 



Me:SayGrace. 

Thando:Wahlanya. 

Ilaughed.IhadneverheardhimspeakTswana

before,Ijustlethimbe. 

IsaidGraceandwestartedeating.Hefinished

eatingafteraminutethatmyjawdropped. 

Thando:What?It'snotmyfaultyousuchagood

cook. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:AndhereIwasthinkingyouwerehungry. 

Thando:Aretheresomeleft? 

Me:Umm,no. 

Thando:ButI'mnotsatisfied. 

Me:Youtheonewhobuysfoodthat'senough

tofeedonlyoneperson. 

Thando:Ilivealone. 

Me:Yeah.



Icontinuedwitheatingandhewaswatching

me. 

Me:Yoh,takeminethen. 

Thando:Thanks. 

IthoughthewasgoingtodeclinebutNah.I

gavehimmyplateandwenttopourmyselfa

glassofJuiceandgulpeditdown. 

IwashedthedishesIhadmade,togetherwith

thoseIfoundthereandhecamewithmyplate. 

Thando:Howmucharewelookingatfor

lobola? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:I'mstill19,wait. 

Thando:IneedtogoblowanATMjustforyou.

Mymomwouldlovethis.Findingmywomanin

mykitchen,washingdishesandbeingall

domestic. 

Ilaughed. 



Me:Youshouldbehelpingmedrythese

dishes. 

Thando:I'mnotawoman. 

Hetookoutanothercan,hewasonhisfourth

onenow. 

Me:Howyougoingtodrivemehomewhileyou

drunklikethis? 

Thando:I'mtipsy,notdrunk. 

Me:AndIstillvaluemylife,thankyouvery

much. 

Thando:Thensleepover.

Me:Icanalwaysdrivemyselfhome. 

Thando:Ishouldbuyyouacarthen.

Me:Withalicense. 

Helaughed. 

Thando:That'sillegal. 

Me:Asifit'dbethefirstcrimeyouever



committed. 

Thando:MyrecordIscleanbabe. 

Me:Youhaven'tbeencaughtyet. 

Thando:YouthinkyoucleverEntlek. 

Ilaughed.Hedrovemehomeafterandhewas

stilldrinking. 

Me:Sdagwa. 

Thando:Youlovemelikethis.

Heparkedafewhousesfrommine. 

Thando:Yazithisisnotfair. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Ihaven'tseenyouinaweekandwhen

we'vefinallyfixedthings,yougohome. 

Me:Youknowhowmyfatheris,howwouldI

haveexplainednotsleepingathome? 

Thando:Youwerewithyourman. 

Me:Yeah,right. 



Thando:Letmeseeyourphone. 

Me:Why? 

Thando:Justletmesee. 

Igaveittohim.Hedidn'tevengothroughit. 

Thando:Allbecauseofapicture. 

Me:Haibo. 

Thando:Youdidn'tevenreactthatwaywhenhe

punchedme. 

Me:Youneverlettingthisgoright. 

Thando:Neverbabe. 

Hebroughthisfaceclosertomineandwe

kissed.Icouldfeelthealcoholinhismouthand

somemintfromthegumhewaschewing. 

Hebrokeitandperkedmylipstwice. 

Thando:I'llcomepickyouupinthemorning. 

Me:Why? 

Thando:Youlikeaskingquestions.Hamba. 



Ilaughed. 

Me:Youkickingmeoutofyourcar? 

Thando:Yes. 

Me:I'llgetyou. 

Hechuckled.Heopenedthedoorformefrom

insideandIgotout,wavinghimgoodbye. 

AsIenteredtheyardofourhouse,Isawan

unfamiliarcarparkedinsidetogetherwithmy

father's. 

Iwentinside,justsoIcouldfindoutwhothis

is. 

Me:Dad! 

IscreamedasIenteredinsidethehouse. 

Dad:Inthelounge. 

Iwenttheretomeetawomanwithalittlegirl. 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

KitsowassittingdownandIcouldseeshehad



beencrying,makingmemoreconfused.Dad

hadjustaplainexpressiononhisface. 

Dad:ThisisKholiswa. 

Me:Oh. 

Kholiswa:I'myourmother. 

Ilaughed.Surelyshecan'tbeserious.Imean,

surethereweresimilaritieshereandtherebut

shecan'tbeserious. 

IlookedateveryoneanditseemedIwasthe

onlyonefindingthisasajoke. 

Me:No. 

Kholiswa:Yes. 

Ifeltthelumpinmythroatgrowingbiggerand

biggeruntilthetearsjustfell. 

How? 

.

.
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Me:Dad? 

Ilookedathimbuthedidn'tsayanything.The

nerveofthiswoman.

Ihadcollapseddownandcriedtillithitmethat,

shewasn'tworthit.

IstoodupandwipedMytears.Ididn'tgetwhy

shewashereandwhydadevenletherin. 

Afteralltheseyears,shecomesbackandjust

wannapretendasifeverythingisokay.It

doesn'tworklikethat. 

WherewasshewhenIneededher?WhenIgot

myfirstperiodandneededhertoguideme

throughitall?WhenIhadmyfirstheartbreak

andneededhertowipemytears?Wherethe

fuckwasshe? 

IthankGodformyfatherwhobecamebotha

motherandfathertome.Apartfromthathe



becamemycomforter,mypillarandashoulder

tocryon. 

Dad:Nokubonga,trustmewhenIsayit'salso

noteasyforme. 

Kholiswa:Whatdidyousaytomydaughter?

Whydoesitseemlikeshehatesme? 

Kitso:Excuseme. 

Shegotupandleftandatthatpoint,Ifeltlike

followingherlead. 

Thefactthatshewasevensittingdowntells

meadifferentstory.Whatholdcouldshehave

overdadandanotherquestion,whywasKitso

crying? 

Kholiswa:Nokubongamyc-

Me:Youstopitrightthere. 

Shelookedatme.Iwasangry.Iwasangryat

herforleavingmeanddefinitelyangryforherto

justcomebacklikesheneverleft. 



Me:I'mnotyourchildandasfarasI'm

concerned,younotmymother. 

Kholiswa:Khensanimntanami,I'msorrythatI-

Me:Heyii,I'mnotyourchild,andikwazimina.

TheonlymotherIknowisthatwomanwhowas

sittingasforyou,AngaziufunaniLa. 

Dad:That'snowaytotalktoyoureldersNono,

it'snothowItaughtyou.Don'tlethermakeyou

loseallyourmanners. 

Me:Iactuallydon'thavetolistentothis.I'm

goingandIbetternotfindyouwhenIcome

back!

Iclickedmytongue.Isawtearsfallfromher

eyesbutIwasn'thavinganyofthis.Iwasn't

goingtolethermanipulatemewithher

crocodiletears. 

Ifshewasexpectingtobewelcomedwithopen

armsthenshe'swrong,itdoesn'tworklikethat

family.ComingwithherporchcarwhileIhadto



strugglegrowingup,hellno. 

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledLuthandosohe

cancomepickmeup,surprisingly,heanswered

almostimmediately. 

Thando:Mylove? 

Ididn'treplybutjustcriedoverthephone,Ijust

brokedownbecauseIhadbeentryingtopaint

thepainintoangerbutfaileddismally. 

Thando:Ugrant? 

Me:Please(hiccup)-come(hiccup)-getme

Thando:I'm.Onmyway. 

IsatInfrontofourgatewithtearsjustfalling

downmyface.Iwasdoingsowell,whydidshe

havetocomenow? 

WhenIhavethingsundercontrolandshejust

comes,why?Toderailme?Topullmeback? 

IwassoconsumedinmycryingandthepainI

wasexperiencingthatIdidn'thearhimpullup. 



Thando:Khenbaby? 

Ilookedathim,withtearsblindingmyvision

andhejustkneeledinfrontofmethen

embracedme,makingmecryevenmore. 

"I'lltakeitfromhere"

IheardadeepvoicesayandIknewitwasdad.I

didn'twanthim,asfarasIknow,heallowed

thatwomantobeheresoIwasnotjustgoing

toforgetjustlikethat. 

Thando:Umm,BabDlaminiI.. 

Dad:Iwasn'taskingyou.She'smydaughterand

mypriorityandresponsibility, notyours. 

Thando:Iunderstand. 

Hegotup. 

Me:Pleasedon'tgo. 

Imanagedtosay,liftingmyheadtolookat

him. 

Dad:Let'ssortthisoutasafamily. 



Me:I'llgowithyou. 

Dad:Nokubonga 

Me:Ineedtoclearmyheadfromallthis,it's

overwhelming. 

Dad:Iunderstandthatyouhurtandallbutthis..

That'snothowthingsaredone. 

Thando:I'mwithyourfatheronthisone

Iwonderedhowhewasabletosuppresshis

drunknessbecauseIcouldstillsmellthe

alcoholonhimthoughitwasintoxicatingwhile

mixedwithhisparfume. 

.

.
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Igaveintomyfatherandwewentinsidethe

houseasLuthandoleft,afterpromisingtocall

melatersoastocheckuponme.Ijusthadno



strengthinmetofight. 

Dad:I'msorryabouteverythingbutplease,just

hearherout. 

Me:It'snotlikeIhaveachoice. 

Dad:I'mnotsayingacceptherorforgiveher,

justhearherout. 

Me:Alrightdad. 

Ihuffedandwewenttothelounge.Thelittle

girlcametomeandsmiled.Shewassocute

thatIjustpickedherupAndsatheronmylap

Me:What'syourname? 

Girl:Thandiwe,you? 

Me:Khensani. 

KholiswaclearedherthroatandIlookedather. 

Kholiswa:I'msorryforjustcominglikethis,I

hadbeentryingtocomebutyourdadwouldn't

letme. 

Ilookedatdad,whojustlookedaway.Sohe



knewaboutherandneverbotheredtotellme?

Wow. 

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelatthatpoint,Imean

maybedadwasjusttryingtoprotectme,seeing

howfarI'vecome.Ibelieveeverythinghedid

waswhathesawasbestforme.I'dhavetoask

himaboutitlaterbutnow,Ihadtolistentoher. 

AsmuchasIdidn'twanttobeinherpresence

now,Ihadtodoitjusttogetheroffmyback

causeit'sprettymuchclearshewouldn'thave

leftifIdidn'tgiveherachancetoexplain. 

Dad:YouknowwhyIdidn'twantyoutocome

butyouhadtoforceit,I'mstillwonderinghow

youevenfoundwherewelive. 

Hesaid,angeraudibleinhisvoiceandIcould

seethathewasslowlygettingmorepissed. 

Kholiswaclearedherthroatsomyattention

shiftedtoher. 

Kholiswa:She'smydaughterAndile,I'mtheone



whocarriedherforninemonths. 

Dad:Yetyoudidn'tthinktwicewhenyoulefther,

whenyouleftus. 

Kholiswa:Sothat'swhatit'sabout,youandnot

her? 

Dad:Don'tyoudaretryandtwistmywords! 

Hesaid,withauthorityAndmyheadwas

turningtowhoeverwastalking.Idon't

understandhowtheywerenowfightingabout

meandspeakingasifI'mnotintheroomandI

alsocouldn'tunderstandwhydadseemedmore

angrythatshelefthim,andnotme.Maybe

that'swhyKitsowascrying,becauseofthistwo

actinglikelostloverswhojustreunited. 

Kholiswa:I'mhereformydaughter,stop

pinningthisonmealone,youtheonewhokept

movingaroundmakingitmoreharderformeto

findyouguys. 

DadchuckledandIcouldclearlyhearthe



sarcasminhisvoice. 

Dad:Ohplease,asif-

Me:Okay,enough! 

Ihalfshouted,Ididn'tcarehowdisrespectfulI

mighthavesoundedbutthishardtostop.They

bothturnedtolookatme.Iwasjustsickofthe

littleshowtheywereputtingonandtheyreally

didn'thavetodoallthis,infrontofme. 

Iftheywantedtorekindletheirrelationshipor

eventalkaboutmattersoftheheart,they

shouldhavemadeatimeandmetsomewhere

private,withoutmeanddefinitelynotwith

Thandipresent. 

Me:Firstly,Kholiswa,youwereexplainingwhy

youleftmeallthisyearsandWenababa,you

forcedmetosithereandhearhersideofthe

story,yetyounotlettingherfinish.Ifyouguys

knewyouweregoingtobeallpersonal,you

shouldhavetoldmetoexcusey'allwhileyou

pouryourheartsouttooneanother. 



IwasreallyTiredandfedup.IfIwas

disrespectful,Godforgivemebutthathadtobe

said. 

Dad:Youright.Imightnotagreewiththetone

youusedtospeaktome,asyourfatherbut

whatyoujustsaid,madecompletesense.I'll

justleaveyouguystotalkandgocheckonmy

wifeandson. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Henoddedandstoodup.Inoticedaringonmy

Mother'shand,Iguesstheyhadbothmoved

on. 

Anyway,itwassilentatfirstafterdadleftandI

wasn'tabouttosayanything,afterallshe'sthe

onewholeftmeandwhodefinitelyowesmean

explanation. 

Kholiswa:Umm..I..LikeIwassaying,Ididtry

lookingforyoubuttheleadsIgotwerealways

havinglooseends. 



Me:Whynow? 

Kholiswa:I'mnotfollowing. 

Me:You'vebeengonealltheseyears.Youleft

mewhenIwasthree...T-H-R-E-Ethenyoucome

backnow,whenI'mwhat?Nineteen?Why? 

Kholiswa:Mylifehasn'tbeeneasymychild.

EversinceIleftyou,thingswerejustnotthe

same.Itwasn'tbychoice,trustmeandIregret

leaving,IthoughtIwasdoingwhat'sbestfor

you. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Howisgrowingupwithoutmymothera

goodthing?Whowasgoingtohelpme,bethere

formeduringpubertybecausesheunderstands

whatI'mgoingthrough?Who? 

Kholiswa:Iwasstillyoung..Ijust..Didn'tthink

thingsthroughtothatpoint. 

Shelookeddown,ashamedprobably.AllI

wantedtoknowiswhy?Whydidshetakethe



easywayout?Whycouldn'tshebelikeastrong

womanwhoholdsaswordinthesharpend? 

Me:Youjustdidn'tlovemeenoughtostay.Was

Iamistake? 

Sheturnedtolookatme,shewascryingandI

couldseehowhurtshewas. 

Kholiswa:No,youaremybaby,Iloveyou,so

much.Please,justletmetellyoueverything. 

Me:Okay. 

Iagreedbecauseitwasonlyfairenoughtohear

hersideofthestory,insteadofonlyDad's.I

rememberallthathesaid,aboutmymothernot

eventhinkingtwicebeforeleavingus,About

howhebeggedhertostay,triedtoconvinceher

thattheycandothisbutsheneverbotheredto

listen.TheywereabletoraisemeuntilIwas

three,whycouldn'tshepresson?Whycouldn't

shekeeppushing?Whydidshetaketheeasy

wayout? 



Kholiswa:Iwasonly17whenIhadyou,atfirst,

itwaseasybutthen,myfamilydisownedme,

wantednothingtodowithme.Theywerevery

disappointedwhenIgotpregnantandwanted

metogiveyouawaybutIcouldn't.Oneday,my

mothercametome,toldmehowmyfatherwas

willingtoforgiveme,onlyifIcomeback

withoutyou.IknowImadeaselfishdecision

buthewaswillingtopayformyschoolfees

andthewholeofmyvarsityfeesandIcould

finallytakecontrolofhiscompanysinceIwas

theonlychild.Ihadalreadydisappointedthem

andIknewverywellthatyourfatherwouldbe

abletotakecareofyou,Isawhowhewaswith

youandIknewyou'dbesafeandhe'dgiveyou

alltheloveyoudeserve. 

Me:Whataboutamotherslove?Washe

supposetogivemethat,Huh? 

Kholiswa:I'mreallysorry,fromthedeepofmy

heart.Yes,IhadthemoneyandIbecame

successfulbutmyheartneverforgotaboutyou.



YouwerestillallthatIthoughtabout,even

whenIgotmarried,Itoldmyhusbandabout

youandhepromisedtohelpmefindyou.I

searchedforyouforfiveyears,fiveyearsand

nevergaveup,untilnow. 

Me:Sohe's..(closedmyeyesandopenedthem)

He'sthereasonyoulookedforme?

Kholiswa:What?Ofcoursenot,hehelpedme

findyou. 

Me:Idon'tknow..Ireallydon'tknow. 

Kholiswa:Ijust..Iwantarelationshipwithyou,I

knowI'vemissedoutonsixteenyearsofyour

lifebutIwon'tbeabletosurviveonmissingout

more. 

Me:Iappreciateyoureffortsinsearchingand

findingmeandnaweuyabonangiyaphilabut

youneedtoleavenow.Mylifeisjustperfect

withoutyouandI'dlikeittoremainthatway. 

IputThandiontheseatnexttomeandstood



up..

Kholiswa:Nokubongapleasemybaby..I'm

beggingyou. 

Me:You'llwalkyourselfout. 

Withthatsaid,Iwalkedawayandtomy

bedroomwhereIgotinandlockedthedoor

afterme.IstrippedAndtookacoldshower

whichallowedmetocryyetagainandbecause

ofthewaterfallingdownonme,Ididn'tbother

wipingthetears.

WhenIwascontent,Igotoutanddriedmybody.

Iworemypyjamas,tookmyphoneandplugged

inmyearphonesthengotinbedwhilelistening

tosomemusicuntilIdriftedtosleep. 

Atfirst,Ididn'tunderstandwhythisalways

happenedanytimemyheartwasbrokenuntilI

cameacrossacertainverseonthebible. 

"Psalm34:18

TheLORDisneartothebrokenheartedAnd



savesthosewhoarecrushedinspirit."

IknowI'mhavingavisitationwhenIfeelmy

wholebodyfreeze.Itstartswiththeleg,and

comesupuntilonthelastfingeronmyhand. 

IfeltlikeIwashavingsomesortofattackwhen

Ifeltmyspiritfightingtodepartfrommybody

andIjustrelaxedandletitbe. 

Theenvironmentaroundmechanged,itgot

bolderandpurer. 

"Beloved"

Ilookedaroundandtherewasnoone.

"Beloved"

Ijustanswered. 

"YesMyLord"

IwaswearingallwhiteandtheenvironmentI

wasinwaspure. 

Acertainforceforcedmetokneeldown,nopun

intended. 



Icoveredmyeyesasthelightwastoowhite

andthebrightnesswastoomuchto

comprehend. 

"Ephesians4:32-Andbeyekindonetoanother,

tenderhearted,forgivingoneanother,evenas

GodforChrist'ssakehathforgivenyou."

HesaidbeforedisappearingandIwentback

intomysleep,althoughIhadbeensleepingall

along. 

WhenIwokeupthefollowingday,therewasa

certainheavinessinmyspirit.Itriedignoringit

butitwasjusttoomuch. 

ItookmyBibleontopofmystudytableand

justopenedbecauseIdidn'tknowwhereto

read.

Myeyeslandedonacertainscriptureandthat

wasenoughconvincingthatItwasindeedGod

talkingtome. 

MatthewChapter6



15Forifyeforgivementheirtrespasses,your

heavenlyFatherwillalsoforgiveyou:

16Butifyeforgivenotmentheirtrespasses,

neitherwillyourFatherforgiveyourtrespasses.

IsighedandclosedmyBible.Ihadnochoice,I

cannotignoretheHolySpirit,Ican't. 

Irememberedatimewhenmypastortalked

abouthowunforgivenessisthereasonwhy

manyareunabletohearthevoiceofGod. 

She'smymother,surelyshedeserves

forgiveness. 

Notforgivingherisonlygoingtodestroyme

andmyrelationshipwithGod,howwillGod

forgivemeifIcan'tforgivemyownmother? 

Imean,itwillonlykillmebeingangryather

insteadoffixingthingswithherbecauselifeis

tooshort. 

Idon'tknowwhatcanhappentomorrow,orthe

comingweek. 



Isighed,alotofthoughtswerejustrunning

throughmymind. 

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattodo. 

Iwenttotakeabathandgotoutwhenthe

waterwasgettingcold. 

Idriedthenlotionedandjustworeasimple,

plaindresswithmysleepers. 

Dad:Howdidyousleep? 

Askedmydad,immediatelywhenIgotinthe

kitchen.Kitsowasjustquietanddrinkingher

tea.Theatmosphereinthehouse,wasforthe

firsttime,veryheavyandtense. 

Me:Ican'tcomplain. 

Kitso:Luckyyou. 

Shesaid,notevenlookingatme.Ilookedat

dad,whojustshruggedhisshoulders. 

Thingswerenowprettymuchawkward. 

Iclearedmythroat. 



Me:How'sBandile? 

Kitso:Stillasbubbly,hegotnoIdeawhat's

goingon

Me:Umm..Okay

Shesaidthat,lookingatdad.Isawhimstand

up. 

Dad:I'lleatonmywaytowork. 

Kitso:Goahead,runaway. 

Dadjustlookedatherthenleft. 

Ireallydidn'tthinkmymother'sreturnwillturn

thingsthissour. 

"Mymother"Ican'tbelieveIjustwrotethat,all

Iknewwas,itwasn'tgoingtobeeasy. 

Ihardlyknowanythingaboutherexceptforher

name.Ididn'tevenknowhoweverythingwas

goingtoworkwithmegoingtovarsity. 

Istillwasn'tsureyetwhereIwasgoingtogo

andIdidn'tevenknowwhereshelives. 



Ididn'tknowanythingabouther.Myown

mother. 

Isighedthenmademyselfsomecereal. 

Kitso:Howareyou? 

Me:Umm..Okay,Iguess..You? 

Kitso:HestilllovesherBonga,Isawhowhe

lookedather.Ifeltlikeanoutsiderinmyown

home.Allthatwasleftwasforthemtojustkiss

infrontofme. 

Me:She'smarried. 

Ihadtogiveherthatcomfort,sheshouldn't

feelthreatenedbyKholiswabecauseshe's

marriedandsoisdad,toher. 

Asmuchasanychildwouldlovetohaveboth

theirparentstogether,IwascontentwithKitso.

Shehadbeensomuchofamothertomethan

Kholiswacanevertrytobe. 

She'llprobablyjustthrowmoneyatmetotry

andmakemefallinlovewithherorsomething. 



GrowingupthewayIdid,mademeKnowvery

wellhowmoneycanneverbuyloveor

happiness. 

Kitso:Ijust..Iknowshe'syourmotherbutIfeel

sooutofplace..Whatifyounolongertalkto

meaboutstuffbecausesuddenlyshe'sinthe

picture? 

Igaveherareassuringsmileandshookmy

head. 

Me:Thatwillneverhappen.Youmoreofa

mothertomethanshecanevertrytobe. 

Kitso:Youmeanit? 

Me:Ofcourse. 

Igotupandwenttoher,wesharedatighthug. 

Me:Mom

Shegiggled.

Kitso:Don'tpushit. 

Me:ShouldIcallKholiswathat? 



Shepushedmeoffhergently. 

Me:Toosoon? 

Shenodded

Me:Iloveyou. 

Shesmiledgenuinelyatme. 

Kitso:Iloveyoutoo. 

Wehuggedagainbeforeshemadeussome

properbreakfast.Iwasn'tfilledfromthecereal

anyway. 

ImeanteverywordIsaidtoherandtoldmyself

nottoletKholiswacomebetweenherandmy

dad. 

Never!

.
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IreceivedacallfrommyboyfriendjustafterI

hadfinishedwashingdishes.Iansweredjust

whenithadstartedringing. 



Me:Hey. 

Thando:Youdone? 

Me:Done? 

Thando:ItoldyouI'llcomegetyouinthe

morningAngithi. 

Flip,IhadTotallyforgottenaboutthat,good

thingIhadalreadybathed. 

Me:UmmI..Iforgot.

Thando:Well,nowI'vejustremindedyousoI'll

giveyoutenminutestogetready. 

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustdon'tfeellikegoingout. 

Thando:Baby,youpromised. 

Me:It'sjust..Witheverythingthat'sbeen

happening,Idon'tthinkI'llbegoodcompany. 

Thando:Idon'twantgoodcompany,Iwanna

spendthedaywithmygirlfriend,Iwannamake

youfeelgood.Ican'tbewithyouonlywhenyou

happyormarry.Throughthickandthinright? 



Isighed. 

Me:WhatdidIeverdotodeserveyou? 

Thando:I'mtheblessedonehere.Youmadea

manlikemefallsodeeplyinlove. 

Iblushedontheotherside. 

Me:Iloveyou. 

AndImeanteveryword.

Thando:I'monmyway. 

Me:Haibo! 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Getyourfatassupandgetready,I'm

comingtofetchyou. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Yessir. 

Ihungupthenwenttomyroom.Ididn'teven

knowwhatIwasgoingtowearandafter

changingfivetimes,IsettledonaBlackdenim



skirt,whichwasabovemyknees,withawhiteT

-shirttuckedinandmyVansoldSkoolthenput

adenimjacketontop. 

Iworepinkhoopearringsandputonabrown

mattelipstick.

IhadputmyphoneoncompletesilenceandI

knewhowmuchLuthandomighthavebeen

tryingtoreachmetonoavail. 

IwenttoKitso'sroomandfoundherburping

Bandile. 

Kitso:Lookatyou,lookingallgorgeous. 

Igiggledandsmiled. 

Me:Thanks,I'mgoingoutwithLuthando. 

Kitso:Hmm,he'ssuchaluckyguy. 

Me:Haha,youshouldtellhimthat. 

Kitso:Andriskboostinghisalreadyoversized

ego?Nah. 

Ilaughed,Ibidherfarewellandleft.Ifound



Luthandoparkedrightatthegate. 

Hehadbeentoopatient,Ididn'tevencheck

howmuchhehadcontactedme. 

Iopenedthedoorformyselfandgotin. 

Me:Hey. 

Thando:Wow,yousuredidtakeyourtime. 

Me:Don'tsulk. 

Thando:KodwaHaiiNokubonga,Ilongtoldyou

togetready,Iknowyouhadbathedalready,I

justdon'tknowwhatdelayedyoucauseyou

don'tevenputonmakeup. 

Me:Iwasstrugglingtofindsomethingtowear. 

Thando:You'dcomeinarackandyou'dstill

lookbeautiful. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:That'scutebabybutIcan'tbeseenwearing

arackinpublic. 

Thando:AllI'msayingis,youdon'thaveto



impressme.Iabsolutelyloveyouinwhatever

youwearing.

Me:No,notyou. 

Thando:Meaning? 

Helookedatmewitharaisedeyebrow,Ijust

laughedandstartedsinging. 

Me:"ShutupAnddrive"

Helaughedandstartedthecar. 

Thando:IfIdidn'tloveyou..NCNC 

Hesaid,shakinghisheadAndIjustlaughed.I

didn'tevenknowwherehewastakingme. 

Heputhishandonmyexposedthighwhile

drivingandIjustlethimbeandlookedoutside

thewindow,itwasonlyJeremiahplayingon

low. 

Ifelthishandgoingupandupandthat'swhenI

lookedathim.Hehadhisshadeson,Iputmy

legstogetherandhechuckled,lookingAtme. 



Thando:Youturnedon? 

Thewayhesaid,goditjustmademelaugh,and

hechuckledandfoundaparkingspot. 

Wegotoutandheforcedtoholdmyhand,we

wereattheparkinglot. 

Me:YoudoknowthatI'mallyoursright? 

Luthando:Trustme,Idobuttheydon'tknow

that. 

Irolledmyeyes. 

Me:Wherewegoing? 

Thando:You'llsee. 

InoddedandwewalkedinandIsawuswalking

intoanMTNstore. 

Me:Andthen? 

Helookedatmeandsmiled,theygaveusa

magazinewiththeirdealsandeverything. 

Me:Ididn'tknowyouwantedanewphone. 



Thando:It'snotforme,tellme,whichone

wouldyoupick? 

Ipagedthrough,lookingatthephonesandtheir

features. 

Me:They'reallsoconfusing. 

Thando:Takeyourtimebaby. 

HekissedmeonthecheekandIcontinued

pagingthrough. 

Me:Wait,pricedoesn'tmatterright? 

Heloweredhisshadesabit. 

Thando:Itoldyoubabe,I'maboss. 

Withthatsaid,heputthembackagainandI

guessthatwasayes.IwentwithSamsung

GalaxyS7edge,ingoldandsilver. 

Thando:Yousure? 

Me:Yeah. 

Thando:Okaybaby,waithere. 



Hewantedtokissmeonthelips,onsucha

publicplacebutIgavehimmycheek. 

Hedidn'tleaveittherebutturnedmyheadand

tonguekissedmethatIlostmyselfinitand

evenforgotaboutthepeoplesurroundingus. 

Hebrokeandperkedmeonthelips. 

Thando:I'mcoming,behave. 

Me:Ialwaysdo. 

Thando:I'mstilltooyoungtogotojailfor

murderplease. 

Withthatsaid,hefinallygotupandIjust

remainedseatedandscrolledthroughmy

phonetokeepbusy. 

"Itwasreallyyou"

IlookedupandsawsomeoneIreallywasn't

expecting.Kamogelo.IwasherewithLuthando,

thesameguywhohadfuckedhisfaceup,I

don'tknowwhyhewastryingtoprovokethis

beast. 



Me:Kamogelo. 

Hedidn'tlookasbadasinthepicturethough,

justabluedeyeandsomebandageonthehead

andhand. 

HesatdownnexttomeandImovedawayabit.

Ididn'twantLuthandocomingandhavingsome

idea,Ididn'twanthimthinkingsomething

happenedonhisabsence. 

Iwastoldtobehaveafterall. 

Kamo:Youlookbeautiful. 

Me:Thanks,Ican'tsaythesameaboutyou

though. 

Hechuckled,Ididn'tfindanyhumourinwhatI

saidthough. 

Kamo:I'mprettyfuckedupbutI'maman,I'll

survive. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Youaman? 



Kamo:Yes,whatdoyoutakemefor? 

Me:Mm

Welaughedandthat'swhenLuthandocame

backandIstopped. 

Thando:Don'tstoponmyaccount. 

Iclearedmythroat. 

Me:Youdone? 

Thando:Yeah,let'sgo. 

Me:Okay. 

IlookedatKamogelo. 

Me:Umm,I'llseeyouwhenIdo.Getwellsoon. 

Helaughed. 

Kamo:Itoldyou,youdon'thavetoworryabout

me. 

Hegotupandleftandwedid,justafterhim. 

Thando:Wantsomethingtoeat? 

Me:Umm..No. 



Thando:Iwantsomebeer. 

Me:You'llenduphavinganoversizedbeer

belly. 

Thando:Haha,Nah.Iwasblessedwithan

amazingphysique.WhileWenayouwereborn

noMkhaba,Iwasbornwithasixpack. 

Ijustlaughedandpushedhimslowly,hewas

holdingtheplasticfromMTN.Anyway,wewent

toPickNPayliquorsandheboughthiscastle

lite.

Thando:Canyoupleasespendthenightwith

me? 

Me:Youknowhowitisathome. 

Thando:Butbaby,you19.

Me:Ialsoliveundermyfather'sroof. 

Thando:ThenIshouldpaylobolaverysoon. 

Ilaughed.HeboughtwineformeasifIasked,it

wasDryred.



Anyway,wewenttoputthestaffinthecar

beforecomingbackandwindowshopping.

IsawblackpumacreeperbyFentyforRihanna

andjustfellinlove.Ithadabitofgold.

Thando:Youhavebeenstaringforlikefive

minutes. 

Irolledmyeyesandhegavemeastraightface,

apparentlyit's"impolite"

AsifIcare. 

Me:Ishouldtelldadaboutthis. 

Thando:Mxm. 

Hepulledmeinsidethestoreandwenttothe

cashier. 

Thando:Youasizethreeright? 

Inoddedandhetoldtheguy,whobroughtitfor

meandhepaidwithhiscard. 

Icouldn'tstopthankinghim. 

Thando:Istillthinkitstoocheap. 



Me:Pleasedon'truinthisforme. 

Thando:Okaybaby.

Hekissedmeonthecheek.Wewenttosport

sceneandheboughtusmatchingAdidas

tracksuits,blackandwhiteincolour. 

HealsoboughtAdidasNMDs,mineinBlueand

HisinRed. 

Me:Youreallyrelationshipgoals. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Youmeanwearerelationshipgoals. 

HeperkedmynoseandIblushedandhe

laughed,Icoveredmyface. 

Thando:Lookatyouallshy.

Me:Mxm. 

Hechuckledagain,wewentforicecreamthen

ateaswewalkedtohiscar. 

Thando:So,whathappenedyesterday? 



Me:Turnsout,mybiologicalmotherisalive. 

Thando:I'mnotsureIfollow. 

Ihuffed. 

Me:Shecamebackyesterdayandtalkedabout

fixingthings,after16years. 

Thando:I'mreallysorrybaby.

Me:IjustfeelIwasdoingjustfinewithouther

butnow..Idon'tknow. 

Thando:Don'tstressmuchaboutit.Whatever

youdecide,I'llbewithyoueverystepofthe

way. 

Me:Thanksbaby. 

Ikissedhimonthecheekandwecontinued

withourice-creams. 

Me:Ididn'tthinkyouhaveasweettooth

though. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Idon't,justonceinawhileandIknow



howgirlslovesweetthings. 

Ilaughed.

Me:Ayeye.

Thando:Mxm. 

Heputhishandovermyshoulder,wewent

backtohiscar. 

Heopenedthedoorformeandwegotin. 

Thando:Yousleepingoverright? 

Me:ItoldyouIcan't. 

Thando:Thenit'ssettled. 

Me:Wait,what? 

Thando:We'lljustdealwithyourfather

tomorrow. 

Me:AndwhatwillIsaywhenhecalls? 

Thando:Yousleepingoveratmyplaceand

you'lluseprotection. 

Ilookedathimandhelaughed,thiswasa



seriousmattertome. 

Thando:I'mkiddingbabe.I'llhandleyour

father. 

Me:Oh? 

Ilookedathimwitharaisedeyebrow.

Thando:Justtrustme. 

Withthatsaid,wedrovehome..Hishomeand

myheartwasjustbeatingoutofmychest. 

Itwaseasyforhimtosaybutdadisso

unpredictable,Ididn'tknowhowhewasgoing

torespondtoallofthis. 

Ijusthopeditdoesn'tendwithabeating. 

Hemighthaveneverbeenviolenttowardsme

beforebutwithhim,youcanneverknow. 

Dadissounpredictablenowadays. 

Thando:Relax,ItoldyouI'llhandlehim. 

Me:Easyforyoutosay. 



HeopenedmydoorandIgotout,bitingmy

nails.Hetookourshoppingbagsandwewent

withtheminsidethehouse. 

Iwasjustfollowinghimaroundwithmymind

ondad.Yes,itwasn'tlateyetbutwhathappens

whenhefinallyrealizesI'mnotcomingafter

waitingforsuchalongtime? 

I'veneverdonethistomyfather,atleastnot

sincetheKitsosaga. 

Thando:Doyoutrustme? 

Ididn'thearhimatfirstbecausemymindwas

justondad. 

Thando:Nokubonga?

Ilookedathim,finallygettingbacktoreality. 

Me:Yes? 

Thando:Doyoutrustme? 

Me:Ido. 

Thando:Thenrelax,Yousureaboutthisphone? 



Me:Istillhaven'tseentherealthingyet. 

Hetookitoutfromthebox,wesatdownonhis

bed. 

Itwasalreadyactivatedandstuff.Itlooked

evenmorebeautifulinlife. 

Ieventookapicture. 

Me:It'sperfect. 

Thando:It'syours. 

Me:Andthecamerais...Wait,what? 

Ilookedathimwithadroppedjawandhe

smiled. 

Thando:It'swhatyouwanted. 

Me:Youkiddingright? 

IlookedAthimwithmyeyespoppingoutand

heshookhishead. 

Me:Luthando,thisphonecosts15000..

Thando:So? 



Me:Ican'tacceptthis. 

Itriedgivingitbacktohimbutheshookhis

head. 

Thando:Justtakeit,youbrokeyoursanditwas

wayoutdated. 

Me:It'stoomuch. 

Thando:It'snothing,youmygirlfriendandit's

mydutytotakecareofyou. 

Me:ButI-

Thando:No. 
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Thando:Let'stakeashower. 

Me:YousayingIstink? 

Thando:Yourwords,notmine. 

Ipunchedhimlightlyandhelaughed. 

Thando:That'smanAbuse. 

Ilaughedoutloud,hewassayinglikeIevendid



anydamage.

Me:Ohplease. 

Thando:Come. 

Hemademestandup.Hecuppedmyfaceand

kissedme,slowlyandintimately. 

Igotlostinit,asourtonguestwirledtogether

andhepressedourbodiestogether. 

Hebrokeitandwebothcaughtourbreathes. 

Thando:ShouldIundressyouor? 

Me:Whatfor? 

Thando:Youcan'tshowerwithyourclotheson,

comeon. 

Me:Actually,Theideaofyouundressingme

soundslikefun.

Thando:Oh? 

Me:Yes. 

Ibitmylip.Hestartedoffwithtakingoffmy



jacket,nopunintended,withhiseyeslockedon

mine. 

HethentookofftheT-shirtIwaswearing,Ifelt

likealittlekidbutagain,itwascute.Iwasnow

justinmybraontop,hebithislipfirstbefore

takingoffmybra. 

Mindyou,wehadneverbeeninsuchasituation

before.

Thando:Thesearebeautiful. 

Iblushedashecuppedmybreasts,before

bendingabitandkissingthem. 

Ifeltthetemperatureintheroomsuddenlyrise. 

Thando:Thisistemptationatitspeak. 

Heunbuttonedmyskirtbeforelettingitfall,he

tookoffmyshoeswithmyskirt. 

Thando:YouhaveabeautifulbodyKhensani. 

Me:Thanks. 

Iblushed. 



Thando:Let'sgoshower. 

Me:Youmean,together? 

Thando:Yes,Iwantustocreateintimacy. 

Me:Nosex? 

Thando:Iwouldnevertakeadvantageofyou

likethat. 

Inodded.Healsotookoffhisclothes.My

mouthhangopenasIsawhis"thing"

Thando:Baby,youhavetotakeoffyour

panties. 

Me:Umm..I..It's..we 

Hechuckledandcametotakethemoffforme,

tookmyhandandwewentinsidetheshower. 

Thewayhewassogentlewithmewasjust

amazing.Wedidcreateintimacy,asthewater

drippeduponournakedbodiesandaswe

kissedwhileclosetogether. 

IwasTurnedonbutheknewIwasn'tready.I



hadneverhadoralsexbefore. 

Whathedidtomypussy,playingwithmyclit

beforehistonguetappedonitandplayedwith

it.IfeltmyselfbuildupasMytoescurled. 

IwasmoaninghisnamesoftlyandIfeltmy

legsshakeasIreleasedandreachedorgasm. 

Myveryfirstorgasm.Hepickedmeupbecause

Iwasshakingandwewenttotakeabath

instead. 

Hescrubbedmyback,whilekissingmeonmy

neck.IwassofreearoundhimandIfelt..

Complete. 

Thando:Iloveyou. 

Me:Mm..Metoo. 

Thando:Iwon'tbeabletosurvivelosingyou.

Me:Youwon't. 

Thando:Ihopeso. 

Me:Don'tworry. 



Gettingoutofthetub,asthewatergotcold,he

driedMybodybeforedryinghisandIworehis

gown. 

HewantedustosleepnakedbutIrefused. 

Thando:JustknowIwon'tdoanythingtoyou,

unlessyouask. 

Hesaid,gettingbehindmeinbedandhugged

mefrombehind. 

Me:Iknowbaby. 

WetalkeduntilIfellasleep,eventually. 

"Youneedtoshowmeyouloveme"

"Idoloveyou"

"Thenproveit,makethiscovenantwithme"

"Abloodcovenant?"

"Doitforourdeadbaby,it'saneternalpromise

wemakingtohim.Thatwe'llremaintogether,

forevertilldeathdouspart"

"Idon'tknowLili,Idon'tknow"



Shedroppedatear,Icouldn'tseethefaces,just

voicestalking.Firstofagirl,thenofaboy. 

Asshewasabouttotalk,Isawtwohorns

developinherheadandwhatlookedlikea

beardofagoat,thatwasn'tblurry.Hereyes

becamefirebuttheboydidn'tseethat. 

Shespokeinadeep,boldvoicewhichironically,

wassweettotheboy. 

"Ithoughtyoulovedme" 

"Ido"

"Thendothisforme"

Shelookedathimandheagreed.Shetookout

asmallneedle,cutherthumbthenhetoldhim

todothesameandthebloodwasmixed. 

"Youmine..Forever"

Thelastpartechoedasadevilishlaugharose

fromher,fillingtheroom

Iwokeupsweating,itwasjustadream,butso



real. 

Thando:What'swrongbaby? 

Me:It's..I..Justabaddream. 

Thando:Come,sleep. 

Ihadbeenonmybutt,thepositionIoccupied

whenIgotupfromthedream. 

Somehow,itfeltlikeIknewthosepeople,even

thoughIcouldn'tseetheirfaces. 

Hehuggedmefrombehindandeventually,Ifell

backtosleep. 

IwaswokenupwhenIfeltmyhistongueonmy

templeandIjustmoaned.Ihadneverthought

therewaspleasurewithoutpenetrationbutthis..

Thiswasthebest. 

Imoanedasheateme,withhishandstightly

squeezingmyass. 

WhenIcame,hecametomyfaceandwe

kissed,asheletmetastemysaltyjuices. 



Iusedtothinkthiswas..Disgustingbutno,I

didn'tknow. 

Thando:Morning. 

Me:Hey. 

Hekissedmyforehead. 

Thando:Let'sgobrushourteeth. 

Me:Okay. 

HespankedmyasswhenIgotupandIgiggled,

coveringmyselfwithhisgown.Hehadwiped

mewithatowelthatwasonhisbed. 

HegavemeanewtoothbrushwhichIusedfor

myteethandIalsowashedmyface. 

Wewenttothekitchenwherewemade

breakfast.Infact,hemadebreakfastforus. 

Thando:So,whatdidyoudreamabout? 

Me:Justsomeboyandgirl,it'sallfuzzy.Ididn't

seemuch. 

Henodded. 



Thando:I'veheardthatdreamsalwaysconveya

certainmessage.

Me:Andtothinkitfeltreal. 

Thando:Don'ttakeitlightly. 

Me:I'mthinkingofaskingmypastorAboutiton

Sunday. 

Thando:Yeah,dothat. 

Me:Doyougotochurch? 

Thando:Idon'thavemuchchoice,myfather

wouldcomepickmeupanddrivemestraight

there. 

Me:Oh,thePK. 

Thando:Please,don'tremindme. 

Ilaughed.Hedishedupforthebothofus.His

foodtastedamazing. 

Me:I'mimpressed.. 

Thando:I'mgladmylove. 



WewenttoshoweraftereatingandIhadto

facetherealityofgoingbackhome. 

Thando:Don'tforgetyourphone. 

Me:IwonderhowI'mgonnaexplainthisto

dad. 

Thando:Youworrytoomuch. 

Ileanedbackonmyseat,ashedrovemehome

whilelisteningtotheradio. 

Surprisingly,hewentintoparkhiscarinthe

yard.Ididn'tevensayanythingaboutit. 

Myheartwasbeatingoutofmychest,Ijust

wonderedwhatemotionmyfather'smindisin

rightnow. 

Thando:Relax. 

Hekissedbothofmyhands,Ididn'tevenwait

forhimtocomeopenmydoorbutjustgotout. 

Thando:Haibo,Nokubonga. 

Istartedbitingmynailsagain,Iwaspanicking



Shame. 

Thando:Youevenshaking. 

Me:Youdon'tknowmyfatherlikeIdo. 

HetooktheshoppingbagsformewhileIjust

heldmyphonesandIknockedbeforegetting

in. 

Dad:Oh,it'syou.

Me:Morningdad. 

Thando:BabDlamini. 

Itookthebagsfromhimandwenttoput

everythinginmyroom.IjusthopedthatKitso,

somehowcoveredforme. 

Shecameintomyroom,whileIwasputtingthe

staffaway.

Kitso:Lwenayoushouldhavetoldmeyou're

sleeping. 

Me:I'mreallysorry,itwasnotmyidea. 

Kitso:Ihadtoexplaintoyourfatherwhyyou



nothomeandevenendedupchewingmore

thanIcaneat. 

Me:ThankYousomuchmom,Ioweyou. 

Shelaughed. 

Kitso:Yes,youdoandkeepthatinmind.Imight

needyoutodosomebabysittingforme.

Me:Anythingyouwant,I'lldo. 

Welaughedandgotoutofmyroom,walkingto

therest. 

IfoundDadandLuthando,talkinglikeold

friends. 

AsifIhadleftforages,whileitwasjusttwo

minutes.IlookedatKitsoandsheshruggedher

shoulders. 

Dad:That'sGodforyou,alwaysamazing. 

Thando:Yes,andpeoplealwayswonderhow

it'spossibleformydadtobeapastorandTaxi

owner. 



Dad:That'stypicalstereotypes.Theythinkit

spellsoutcorruption,forgettingthatTheearth

isGod'sandeverythinginit. 

Thando:YesanditwastheHolySpiritwhotold

himtostartataxibusinessandnow,it's

prospering. 

Dad:Grace,grace,grace. 

Thando:That'sinabundanceandin

abundance. 

Istoodagape,unabletocomprehendthatthis

wasLuthandospeaking.Ihadneverknownof

himasareligiouspersonandhewastalking

likeatruePastor'skid. 

Youcouldhearthatthisguyknewwhathewas

talkingabout.

Dad:Bonga,gomakeussometea. 

Iwantedtosay"I'mnotamaid"butIrespectmy

fathertoomuch. 

Iwantedtolisteninontheirconversationbutke,



Icouldn'tdisobey. 

LuthandowinkedatmesecretlyandIgiggled

silentlyanddraggedmyfeettothekitchen,

whereImadethetea. 

WhenIwasdone,Iputeverythinginatrayand

wenttoservethem,findingKitsoalsohabits

joinedinontheirconversation. 

Iwasjusthappythatdaddidn'tscoldmefornot

sleepingathome. 

Thatwasmybiggestfear.Aknockcame

throughjustasIwasabouttoseatdown. 

Me:Expectingsomeone? 

DadlookedatKitso. 

Kitso:NotthatIknowof. 

Inoddedandwenttoopen,findingmydear

"mother"andshewasalonethistime. 

Kholiswa:CanIgetin? 

Me:Ofcourse. 



"ForgivenessKhensani,forgiveness"Iheard

theHolySpiritwhispertotheearsofmyheart. 

Hewasright.Ishouldforgiveher,justasGod

wasabletoforgivemeofallmysins. 

Shefollowedmetothelounge. 

Kholiswa:Howare..Thando? 

Shelookedathim,confused.Healsolookedat

her. 

KholiswaAndThando:Whatareyoudoing

here? 

Theysaidateachother,simultaneously. 

Me:Youknoweachother? 

Noonesaidanythingtomeastheylookedat

mebeforefacingeachotheragain. 

Kholiswa:Yes.

Me:H-How? 

Thando:Umm,baby-



Kholiswa:Baby? 

Shechuckled. 

Okay,what'sgoingonhere? 

WealllookedatthesetwobecauseitseemsI

wasnottheonlyoneawaitinganexplanation. 

.

.
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Theybothdidn'tsayanythingbutjuststaredat

eachother,Iwasgoingcrazy,inturmoil,

wonderingwhatIcouldbemissing. 

Howdothesetwoknoweachotherbecause

fromwhatIwasseeing,theykneweachother

prettywell,butthequestionis,How? 

MillionsofthoughtsranthroughmymindasI

triedtothinkofsomethingbutnothingcameto

mind.IwasinturmoilandIjustkepthopingfor

thebest,Ijustwishedthey'renotrelatedin



anywaybecausethatwouldbeaknifestabbed

deeplyintomyheart. 

Dad:Howdoyouknoweachother? 

Heasked,likehehadbeenreadingmymind.It

wassomethingIhadfailedtosayandbythat

moment,Iwasverygratefulforthat. 

Myheartstartedbeatingoutofmychest,aswe

allawaitedanexplanation.Itwashardtryingto

readwhatwasinLuthando'smind,andhejust

hadaplainexpressionon. 

Kholiswa:Whyareyouguysmakingitsucha

bigdeal? 

Dad:Youcan'texpectustojustactnormal,

whenyougetherethenyoulookathimlikehe's

yourlonglostlover. 

Shechuckled,thatmusthavehurtKitsoabit.I

couldclearlyhearthejealousyinmyfather's

tone. 

Idon'tknowwhyshehadtocomebackand



complicatethingsforusall. 

Thando:Well,she'smarriedtomyFather's

brother. 

Ifeltmyheartcalmdownandfinallybeat

normal. 

Kholiswa:Don'ttellmeyoutwoaredating. 

Thando:Kholiswaplease,justchill. 

Shelaughed,beforeclappingonce. 

Kholiswa:Chill?She'smydaughterandI'mnot

abouttoallowyoutoplaywithher. 

Thando:Wait,yourwhat?! 

Me:Well,that'smylonglost"mother"

Ididtheinvertedcommasintheair.Iwondered

whatsheshemeantby"playme"

Thando:WaytogoKholiswa,youleaveyour

daughterforwhat..16years?Thenyoucome

judge,actingallbetterwhileyouhavescarier

skeletonsinthecloset. 



Shelookeddown,seemedlikehehitanerve.It

wasclearthatthesetwodon'tgetalong. 

Iwonderwhat'sthestorybetweenthem. 

Ijustleftthem,andwenttothekitchentoget

somewater.Everythingwasjusttoo

overwhelmingforme. 

MymotherAndnowfindingoutshe'smarried

intomyboyfriend'sfamily. 

Wemightnotberelatedinanywaybutthiswas

justtoomuchtoswallow. 

Itookwaterforthefridgeandpouredmyselfa

glass,whichIgulpeddowninonego. 

"Ididn'tknow"

IlookedbehindmetofindThando,Ididn'teven

knowhehadfollowedme.Hecametostand

nexttome. 

Thando:Ididn'tevenknowshehadalonglost

daughter. 



Me:Itwasfine,completelyfinewithoutherthen

shejustcomesandcomplicatesthings. 

Thando:I'mreallysorrybaby. 

HeembracedmeandIjustsnuggledmyselfin

hisarms.Ididn'tcrybutjustwantedtofeelhim

soclosetomeandjustlistenedtothebeating

ofhisheartsincehe'stallerthanme. 

WhenIwascontent,webrokethehugandI

accompaniedhimtohiscar. 

Me:Soyouanddad? 

Thando:Whataboutus? 

Me:Youseemedlikeoldfriends. 

Thando:Tothinkheoncehatedme. 

Ijustlaughed. 

Me:That'sabitharsh. 

Thando:Rememberwhathesaidtome? 

Me:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwantfrom

mydaughter. 



Webothlaughed.Mydadcangetcrazy

sometimes.ButIjustlovehim,he'sjustthe

best 

Noteverymaleisabletojugglebeingbotha

motherandfathertoagirlchildbuthe

managedandI'llforeverbegratefultoGodfor

him. 

Thando:Hisloveforyouisexceptional.I've

neverseenafatherlovetheirchildlikethis. 

Me:Hopefully,you'llbethesametoourkids. 

Thando:Ofcoursebaby. 

Heperkedmeonthelips. 

Thando:You'llbefineright? 

Me:Yeslove. 

Wehuggedonelasttimebeforehegotinhis

carandIwavedtohimuntilhedisappeared. 

Isighedandturnedback,itwastimetofacemy

demonsyetagain. 



Kholiswa:Youtooklong. 

Irolledmyeyesandsatdown,whothehell

doesshethinksheis?Theonlypersonwho's

supposetobecomplainingismydadandhe

wasn'tsayinganything.Shehadnoright.

Absolutelynoright. 

Dad:LeavemybabyaloneWena. 

Kitso:Excuseme. 

Shegotup. 

Dad:Youdon'thavetoleavemylove. 

Kitso:Ijustthoughtyouguyswantedtotalk..

Withoutme. 

Me:AsfarasI'mconcerned,youmymother.It

mightnotbebiologicallybutyouweretherefor

mewhenshewasbusyenjoyingherlifebefore

shefinallyrememberedshehasadaughterand

unfortunatelyforher,itwastoolate. 

Dad:Alltheseangerisrepulsivemybaby,don't

letitdestroyyou.Don'tletherchangeyou,your



heart. 

Isighed,hewasright.Shewasjustrubbingme

offthewrongwaynje.

Kholiswa:I'msorry,Iwasn'ttryingtopissyou

off. 

Shesighed.Isatdown.Iwasgoingtoforgive

her,IcannotdoitaloneandIknowmyGodis

able,He'llhelpmethroughit. 

Iwouldn'tbeabletodoitonmyown.Howdo

youforgivesomeonewhohasn'tbeentherefor

youfor16years? 

ShouldIbehappythatshe'shere? 

IrememberatimewhenIwaswatchingthe

SteveHarveyshow.Hesaidsomethingabout

lookingatthefuture,ratherthanthepast.Yes,

sureshewasn'ttherefor16years,butrather,I

shouldlookatthetimeshe'shereandthemany

yearswecouldspendtogether. 

Althoughthattimehewasgivingout



relationshipadvice,itactuallyfithere. 

Kholiswa:AllIwantistobeapartofyourlife

again.Togettoknowyouandthewonderful

womanyou'vebecome.I'mnotsayingmakeup

forlosttimecauseit'simpossiblebutIjust

wantustobuildmemoriestogether.Iknowit

won'tbeeasybutallI'maskingforisasecond

chance. 

Me:Canyoupleasegivemesometime?To

thinkabouteverything. 

Kholiswa:Ofcourse,Iknowitwon'tbeeasy.

AndItotallyunderstand. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Kholiswa:I'mtheonewhoshouldbethanking

younow. 

Shestoodupandtookoutherbusinesscard

andgaveittome. 

Kholiswa:Pleasecallmewhenyou'vemadea

decision. 



Somehow,shemadeitsoundlikeshehadjust

pitchedmeabusinessdealbutanyway,Itookit

andputitinmypocket. 

Kholiswa:I'llbeonmyway. 

Inoddedandjustwenttomyroom.Getting

there,Ithrewmyselfonmybedthenjuststared

attheceiling,thinkingaboutwhatever. 

Ididn'twannastressmyself,Ididn'twantto

thinkalotaboutit.Therewasstillvarsityand

beforethat,resultsday. 

Istillhadn'tmadeadecisionregardingwhich

campusI'mgoingtoenrollatbutfirst,afterI

knowwhereI'vebeenacceptedandwhich

bursariesIgot,therestcanfollow. 

Amonthlater,Ihaddecidedtoforgiveher.Not

forher,buttofreemyself. 

Forgivenessisafterall,oneofthefruitsofthe

HolySpiritandasafullydevotedChristianand

daughterofGod,Ihadtofollowinthefootsteps



ofChrist. 

Hedidsayifweforgivethosewhowrongedus

theirtrespasses,he'llalsoforgiveusour

trespasses. 

ItwasthelastweekofDecemberandthatof

theyear. 

Bandilehadgrownupverywellandhewas

becomingaspittingimageofdad. 

IhadagreedtovisitKagisanobecause

regardlessofeverythingthathadhappened,she

wasstillmyfriend. 

Wedecidedtojustputeverythingbehindusand

shepromisednottomentionmyboyfriend. 

Christmaswastomorrowandwell,wewere

goingtochurchAndwerejustgoingtohave

lunchwhenwecomeback. 

Mymotherwantedmetospenditwithherand

herfamilybutItoldherstraightupthatshe's

pushingthings. 



Sheagreedwithmydecision.Forgivingher,

didn'tmeanallowingherbackintomylife.She'd

justhavetowait,Iwasn'treadyyetandI

neededhernottopushme. 

ItwasaTuesdayAndwhenIwokeup,Ijust

brushedmyteethandfacebeforegoingtothe

kitchenforbreakfast. 

Me:Family. 

Ikissedthembothonthecheeksandsatdown.

Ican'tbelieveIhaven'tseenLuthandothe

wholeofthisweek. 

Hedidn'ttellmemuchdetailsofwherehe's

goingbutjustpromisedtobewithmebyNew

year'seve. 

Imissedhimsomuch,Ifeltmymindgocrazy. 

Iyearnedforhim,forhistouchandjust

everything,eventohearhisfunnychucklethat

alwaysmakesmelaugh. 

Kitso:Youokay? 



Andthat'swhenIwasbroughttorealityand

frommythoughts. 

Me:Umm...Yeah,justhavealotonmymind. 

Dad:Youmeanthatboy? 

Me:Dadplease. 

Kitso:LeavemybabyaloneAndile. 

Dad:IthoughtIwasyourbaby. 

Kitso:Haisuka,youoldthing. 

Ilaughed,Dadwasreallybeingababyand

somehow,Itwasjustcute. 

Iwasjustgladmymotherdidn'tcomebetween

them,infact,theyweremoreinlovenowthan

ever. 

Dad:Ijusthopehedoesn'tturnoutlike

Kamogelo. 

Me:Hewon't,don'tworrydad.

Dad:Icanseehemakesyouhappyandthat's

allIwant.Idon'twantmylittlegirlcrying. 



Ismiled,hemadememisshimevenmorebutI

didn'tshow. 

Dad:Youevengainingweight..

Me:Really? 

Ilookedathim,confused.Iwasstillwearingthe

samesizeandnoneofmyclothesweretight

fittingsoIhadnoideawhathewasonabout. 

IcouldhavenoticedifIwasgainingsome

weight. 

HemademethinkofwatchingwhatIeat

becausethere'snowomanIknow,who'dwanna

hearthatthey'regainingweight.

Kitso:Youlookthesametome,justglowing. 

Iguessshecouldunderstandwhatwasgoing

oninmymind,likeme,shewouldn'twantto

hearshe'sgainingweight. 

Dad:Ijusthopeyounotpregnant,I'mstilltoo

youngtobeanOupa. 



Ilaughed.Ifonlyheknewwehadn'tevenhad

sex.

Me:AfterIgetmydegreeandgetmarried,

definitelynotnow.

Dad:Good,Bandileisalreadyahandful. 

Kitso:Yetjustyesterday,youwantedustotry

foranotherbaby. 

Dad:Whyyouspillingourbedroomtalks? 

Ilaughedandgotup. 

Me:That'smycue. 

IwenttomyroomsoIcantakeashower. 

Ikeptlookingatmyphone,hopinghecalls.Yes,

wedidtalkonceinawhile,onlywhenit'shim

callingmeandwhenItrytocallhim,hisphone

justtakesmetovoicemail. 

Imissedhimsomuch. 

Ijustcouldn'twaitforNewyear'seve. 

TomorrowisChristmasandwejustgoingtogo



tochurchandhavesomelunchasafamily

whenwecomeback. 

IdriedandlotionedwhenIwasdone. 

Iworemypantybeforelookingforsomethingto

wear. 

IworeaGreytightcroptopwithnobra,and

blackAnklegrazersandmycreeper. 

IstillhadmyweavefromthedanceonsoIjust

putapinkgolfcapontopofit 

Iworegoldhoopearringsandputalipbalmon

mylipsthentookmyphoneandbag. 

Daddidn'tmakemuchofabuzzaboutthe

phonebutjustthat,Icouldhaveaskedhimto

buymeaphoneinsteadofmyboyfriend. 

IfonlyheknewIdidn'tevenaskhimtoo. 

WhenIwasonmywayout,Ishoutedtodad. 

Me:Dad,I'mleaving! 

Ihadalreadytoldhimaboutgoingto



Kagisano's. 

Dad:Okay! 

heshoutedbackandIclosedthedoorand

walkedtohercrib. 

IwassurprisedtofindabitofacrowdwhenI

wasapproachinganditseemedtheywere

havingaparty. 

SomethingKagisano,definitelydidn'tmention. 

WhenIgotintheyard,IcalledherbecauseI

wasn'tabouttogothroughthecrowdtolook

forher. 

Ijustdidn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthisparty,I

thoughtwewerejustgoingtohangout,justthr

twoofus. 

"Hey"

Iturnedtolookathim. 

Me:Umm..Hi. 

Kamo:Shetoldmetocomefetchyoucause



she'sbusywithsomething. 

WhatIdidn'tunderstandiswhyshedidn't

mentionthatoverthephonebutinstead,

decidedtosendhertwinbrother. 

Me:Oh.. 

Kamo:Yeah,youlookbeautiful. 

Me:Thanks,younottoobadyourself. 

HechuckledandIjustsmiled. 

Kamo:Let'sgetyoutomysister. 

Me:Ofcourse,afteryou.. 

Kamo:Nah,ladiesfirst. 

Me:Soyoucanwatchmyass?hellno. 

HelaughedandIfollowedhimin. 

What'sgoingtohappenhere? 

.
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Me:Youshouldhavetoldmeyouhavingaparty



though. 

Kagi:Itwasn'tmyidea..Isthisdressfineor? 

Me:Ithoughtyou'dbeDonebynow. 

Wewereinherroomnowasshewasgetting

dressed.Shewasonherfourthoutfitandwith

eachone,she'dfindasinglefaultandtake

everythingoff. 

Kagi:Younothelping. 

Ididn'tseeanytroublewithwhatshewas

wearing,justlikewiththepreviousoutfits. 

Me:It'sfine. 

Kagi:Younotevenpayingattention,youbusy

lookingatyourphone. 

Me:I'mjust..Expectingacall. 

Kagi:I'mnotevengoingtoask. 

Shetookoutthedress. 

Me:Haibo? 



Kagi:It'sjustnotworkingout. 

Kamo:Youstillnotdressed? 

Hesaid,gettinginsidethensatdownnextto

meonthebed. 

Kagi:Bongajustisn'thelping. 

Me:Don'tblamemegirl. 

Kamo:Shealwaysdoesthis.She'dputmany

outfitsonthentakeemoffbecauseshe'd

apparentlyfindfaultwiththem.

IlaughedbecausehewassayingexactlywhatI

hadbeenthinking. 

Kagi:Don'teventhinkofganginguponme. 

IlookedatKamogeloandwebothburstoutinto

laughter,sheendedupjoiningusandthrowing

Herselfonthebed. 

Me:Areweevergoingtojointheparty? 

Kagi:Maybeweshouldjuststayinmyroom. 

Kamo:Yourboyfriendiswaitingforyou



outside. 

Kagi:What? 

Shegotupandgotoffthebed,andstarted

pacingaroundtheroom. 

Me:Youmakingmyheadspin. 

Istoodupandwentthroughhercloset,looking

throughforsomeclothesforher. 

Kamo:Theview.. 

Iturnedandgavehimmymiddlefinger,he

laughed. 

Me:Pervert. 

Kamo:YouoncelovedthisPerv. 

Kagi:Umm,backtome. 

Ichuckledandthrewajeanather,goodthing

shetalkedbecauseIdidn'tevenknowhowto

replytowhatKamogelohadsaid. 

Ialsothrewabodysuittopatherandshefinally

gotdressed.



Kamo:Youreallygoodatthis. 

Me:Thankslove. 

Kamo:Don'tdothat. 

Me:What? 

Kamo:YouKnowwhatI'mtalkingabout. 

Igiggled,weallgotoutandwenttojointhe

party,finally. 

MyphonerangjustasIwasonmysecondcan

ofalcohol,Iwasn'tplanningongettingdrunk,

justtipsy. 

Iwentawayfromthecrowdandansweredon

thesecondring. 

Me:Hello. 

Caller:Baby. 

Me:Ohwow,finally. 

Thando:I'msorryforgoingallMIA

Me:It'lltakemorethanjustthattoearnmy



forgiveness. 

Thando:Iknowbaby,wait...Youataparty? 

Me:Umm,yeah. 

Thando:Where?Isitevensafe? 

Me:Itis,I'matKagisano'scrib. 

Thando:Yourexisalsothere? 

Me:He'sactuallytheonewhothrewtheparty. 

Hetookabreatheforawhilebeforefinally

breathingout. 

Thando:Itrustyoubaby. 

Me:That'sgreat. 

Thando:It'shimIdon'ttrust. 

Me:Soyougonnagethimbeatupagain? 

Thando:Don'tfuckwithmeKhensani. 

Igiggled. 

Me:I'mjustasking. 



Thando:YoudrunkNeh. 

Me:I'mjusttipsy. 

Hesighedloudly,Ijustgiggled. 

Thando:IthinkIshouldcutthistripshort. 

Me:Imissyoutoobaby. 

Thando:Ithinkyoushouldgohome. 

Me:Thepartyjuststarted. 

Thando:I'mnotaskingforyouropinion. 

Me:Haibo,younotbeingserious 

Thando:Khensani,Idon'twannafightwithyou. 

Me:AndI'mnotabouttoallowyoutodictate

mylifeforme. 

Thando:Idon'twantanyharmhappeningto

you. 

Me:Icantakecareofmyself. 

HesighedandIjustfeltlikehanginguponhim

thengoingtodrinkandhavefun,likethere'sno



tomorrow. 

Everythingelsewilljusthavetowait. 

Thando:Okay,I'msorry. 

Me:It'sokay,Iloveyou. 

Thando:Iloveyoutoo. 

Ihungupandwentback,asmuchasIwanted

todrinkmyselftoblackout,Icouldn't. 

Ihadchurchtomorrowandbeingaworshipper

Inchurch,Icouldn'tactrepulsiveorrebellious. 

IstucktoEnergydrinksfromthen.Kagisano

haddisappearedwithLiaaneandIwantedtogo

homenow. 

Wehadhadfunyeah,andtookawholelotof

picturesbutnowIwantedtogo. 

Kamo:Youokay? 

Heasked,comingtositnexttomeinthe

kitchen.Iwasbusytappingmyfootdown. 

Me:Ijustwannagosleep. 



Kamo:ShouldIaccompanyyouhome? 

Me:Please,I'vebeenwaitingforyoursisterbut

she'snotcoming. 

Kamo:Let'sgothen. 

Me:Nofunnybusinessthough. 

Kamo:Youshouldtrustme. 

Me:Youdon'twantmetoremindyouwhat

happenedthelasttimeIdid. 

Kamo:Fairenough. 

Ifollowedhimtohiscarandheopenedthe

doorfor.Isomehowthoughtthiswasjusta

wasteofpetrolsincemyhousewasn'tfarfrom

hisbutagain,Idon'tthinkIwouldhave

managedtolethimgobackallaloneafter

accompanyingmesoIdidn'tcomplain. 

Kamo:I'mreallygladyoucame. 

Me:Itwasn'tforyouthough. 

Hechuckled. 



Kamo:Iknowbutitwasgoodseeingyouand

I'mgladweabletotalk,likethis. 

Me:Metoo,thoughIwasoncesomadatyou. 

Kamo:It'smyfaultwedidn'tworkoutbutI'll

alwaysloveyou.

Me:Myboyfriendwouldprobablyhatemeifhe

hearsthisbutI'llalwaysloveyoutoo. 

HechuckledandIsmiled. 

Kamo:IwishIhadbeenhonestfromthestart. 

Me:Maybewejustweren'tmeanttobe. 

Kamo:Ihighlydoubtthat,Istillfeelthespark

betweenus. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Maybeit'sthealcoholspeaking. 

Kamo:I'msober. 

Me:Whythough? 

Kamo:Icouldn'tgetdrunkinyourpresence,Ne



kilosokodisa. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:I'mgladyousoberthen. 

Kamo:Youknow,Iwishyoudidn'thavetogo. 

Me:I'mhomenow. 

Kamo:I'mgladImadesureyougotinsafely. 

Me:Thanksagain. 

Kamo:It'smypleasure. 

Igotoutandwentinsidetheyard,hedroveoff

asIopenedthedoortogetin..Itexted

LuthandothatI'mhome,sinceitswhathe

wantedandIwassurprisedtohearmyphone

ringing,Ijusttookachance. 

Me:Hey. 

Thando:Youdidn'tdoanythingyoumight

regret? 

Me:Nope. 



Thando:I'mgladyousafe. 

Iwantedtosay"thankKamogelo"butIdidn't

wanttopisshimoff. 

Me:Iwannasleepnowthough. 

Thando:Ofcoursebaby,goodnight. 

Me:Goodnight. 

Thando:Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

HehungupandIjusttookmyshoesoffand

threwmyselfInbed,noteventakingoffthe

clothesIhadbeenwearingandIwasgladthe

energydrinkdidn'tdeprivemeofanysleep. 

"You'remine,forever"

Thistime,thefacewasvivid. 

Me:Thuli. 

IsaidjustasIroseup,sittingonmybed.Ididn't

understandwhatGodwastryingtotellmewith

thisdream.Whowasshetalkingto? 



Ikneeleddownandsatashortprayer. 

Me:Father,inthenameofJesusChrist,I

believeyouknowbestandrightnow,I'masking

foryoutogivemedirection.Onlyyouknow

whatthisdreammeans,showmetheway,tell

mewhattodo,takecontrolheavenlyFather,in

Jesus'sname.Amen. 

Iclimbedbackonmybedandslept,believing

wholeheartedlythatGodisincontrol. 

Thefollowingday,Iwokeupandimmediately

tookabath.Ihadthesamedreamoverand

overagain. 

IwasjustwaitingforGodtotellmewhatit

means. 

Igotoutwhenthewaterwasgettingcold,dried

thenlotioned.Iworemyunderwearandbra,

thenworeawhitebodyhuggingdresswithgold

heels. 

Iletmyweaveloose,woresomeearringsand



tookmybagwithmyphoneandeverything

else. 

Itwasonlydadinthekitchen. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Dad:Hey,Ididn'thearyoucomeyesterday. 

Me:Youguyswereprobablysleeping. 

Dad:Howareyou? 

Me:I'mokay,you? 

Dad:I'mgreat,aslongasyouarefine. 

Me:Ncooa. 

Hechuckled,Isatdownandpouredmyself

somejuice. 

Me:IsKitsocomingwith? 

Dad:Yeah,she'sstillgettingdressed. 

Me:Youlookdashinglove. 

Helaughed. 

Dad:I'mnotLuthandominaKe. 



Me:Youknowyoumynumberman. 

Dad:I'mglad. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Yizwa. 

Helaughed,Imadesomesandwichesforus

andweate,whiletalkingandwaitingforKitso

whojustwasn'tgettingfinishedwithwhatever

shewasdoing. 

Me:Yousureshe'sjustgettingdressed? 

Dad:That'swhatIthought. 

"I'mhere"

Weturnedtolookatherandourjawsdropped. 

Kitso:Youguysgoingtosaysomething? 

Shelookedbreathtakinglybeautiful.Shewas

wearingablackandwhitebodyhuggingdress,

andbecauseoftheweightshegainedInthe

rightplaces,shewassexy. 

Dad:Wow. 



Me:Youlookamazing. 

Shesmiled. 

Kitso:Thanksbaby. 

Dad:I'mspeechless. 

Shegiggled,shewasreallybeautiful.I

understoodwhydadcouldn'tevensay

anything. 
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There'snothingthatsurpassesthegreat,

indescribableandamazingfeelingofbeingin

thepresenceofGod.TheBiblesaysinthe

presenceofGodthereisfullnessofjoyandI

can'tagreemorewiththat. 

Justrestinginhispresenceandallowinghimto

takecontrol,itmakesthingseasier,hereallyis

ourredeemer. 

Theservicetodaywasjustoutofthisworld.

Becauseit'sthecelebrationofthebirthof

Christ,maybeyouwouldhavethoughtthatit



wouldallbeaboutwhenChristwasbornand

stuffbuttheservicewasveryunique. 

ThemainmessagewasfromMatthew11:28-

30. 

Iloveverse29morewhichsays"Takemyyoke

uponyou,andlearnofme;forIammeekand

lowlyinheart:andyeshallfindrestuntoyour

souls."

Jesustellsustogiveourselvesawaytohim

andwewillfindrest.Suchawonderful

message.

Kitso:I'vereallymissedthis. 

Me:ItwasamazingNeh. 

Kitso:Somuch,Ifeellikeaburdenhasbeen

liftedoffmyshoulders. 

Me:Speakingofthat,Iactuallyfeellighter. 

"Khensani"



Ilookedbackanditwasourpastor. 

Pastor:MrsDlamini. 

Hesaid,greetingKitsoandtheysharedahug.

Dadwasstillgreetingsomeofthemembersof

thechurch. 

Hecametomeandwehuggedtoo. 

Pastor:Howareyou? 

Hesaid,lookingatus. 

Me:I'mfineMfundisi. 

IlookedatKitso..

Kitso:I'malsogood,allbythegrace. 

Hesmiled. 

Pastor:I'mglad,canIborrowthisladyfora

while?

Kitso:OfcourseMoruti.Bonga,you'llfindusin

thecar. 

Inoddedandfollowedthepastor. 



Pastor:Howhaveyoubeen? 

Me:Well,good,justthatI'vebeenhavinga

weirddream. 

Pastor:Oh? 

WeenteredhisofficeandIsatdown,opposite

himontheotherside. 

Me:Yes,Ijustdon'tknowwhatitmeans

becauseitkeepscomingback. 

Pastor:Well,ifyoustillrememberitandifit's

recurring,itmeansGodistryingtoshowyou

something.. 

Me:IprayedtoGodandaskedhimtoexplainit

tomecauseIreallydon'tunderstandit. 

Pastor:Tellmeaboutthisdream. 

Me:Twopeople,aboyAndagirltalking.I'm

onlyabletorecognizethegirl.They'retalking

aboutabloodcovenantandthenthegirl

suddenlyturnsintosomecreaturewithburning

eyes,agoatbeardandhorns.It'sactually



scary. 

Pastor:Hmm.. 

HesaidandIjustlookedathim.He'salwaysso

chilled,you'dtellhimyoudyingbuthe'd

probablyreplybysaying"There'snobetterjoy

thandyingintheLord"

Pastor:Acovenantislikeavow,itbindspeople

together.RemembertheBiblesaysthat

whateverwebindinearthisalsoboundin

heaven. 

Inodded,Istilldidn'tunderstandwhatthe

dreammeant. 

Pastor:Godisshowingyouwhatishidden,

whatwasdoneinsecret.Itwasallinfluenced

bythedevilbutnowwe,thechildrenofLightare

awareandit'suptoustohelpthesechildrenof

God.RememberChristdiedforall,including

thoseinthedark.

Me:Howdowedothat? 



Pastor:Godwilltellyou,justlistentohimand

hewillguideyouandshowyoutheway. 

Isighed,sinkingbackinthechair. 

Pastor:Worrynot.ReadNumbers30.Allshall

bewell.Rememberthosewhoarewithusare

many,comparedtothoseagainstus. 

Igotupandleft,mymindinturmoil.Healways

speaksinparablesandriddles,sometimesI

justfeelsostupidbutIbelievedthatGodwill

showmetheway. 

ThedrivehomewassilentormaybeIjust

wasn'tpayinganyattentiontotheconversation

thattookplaceinthecar.Iwasjustinaworld

ofmyownandthinking,alot. 

Kitso:Youokay? 

Inodded,mymindstillsofarawayandshejust

letmebeAndwegotoffthecar..Myfeetwere

exhausted,Ihadbeenonheelsthewholeday.

Itookoffallmyclothesandtookacoldshower



justtorefresh. 

Idried,lotionedandworeashortandashirt

withnobraAndmyflipflops.Iputmyphonein

thepocketthenwenttothelounge. 

Dad:Ithoughtyouweresleeping..

Me:I'mhungry..YouKnowdad,Idon't

rememberyouwishingmeamerryChristmas. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:DidyouwishmeamerryChristmas? 

Me:Romans12:21Benotovercomeofevil,but

overcomeevilwithgood.

HelaughedandsodidI. 

Dad:Tothinktherewasapointwhereyou

wantednothingtodowithGod. 

Me:Iwasinthedarkthen,nowI'minthelight. 

Dad:AndI'msohappyaboutthat,gohelpyour

motherwiththefood. 

Inoddedandgotup,wenttothekitchen.We



setthetableup,thendishedupbeforedad

joinedus,wesaidGraceandstartedeating. 

MyphonerangjustasIwashalfthroughsoI

excusedmyselfandwenttoansweritoutside. 

Me:Hello. 

"MaDlamini"

Ihadn'tevenlookedatthecalleridbutI

recognizedwhothatwas. 

Me:Hey. 

Thando:Howareyou? 

Me:I'mgood,justmissingyousosomuch,

you? 

Thando:I'mfine,I'myearningforyoutoo.Merry

Christmasbaby. 

Me:Thanks,youactuallythefirstonetowish

meamerryChristmas. 

HechuckledAndIlaughed.Ialwayscan'thelpit

nje. 



Thando:Iwannaseeyoubabe.

Me:I'mstilleating,youknowmeandfoodand

besides,Idon'tevenknowwhereonearthyou

are. 

Thando:WhatifItoldyouIwasjustbehind

you? 

Me:Thatwouldn'tbeafunnyjoke. 

Thando:HowaboutIcanseeyourexposed

thighsandyourassalloutwithyourbeautiful

toesinyourflipflopsand-

Me:No! 

Thando:Yes! 

HespokebehindmeandIturned,ranafew

stepstohimandthrewmyselfonhisarms.And

hecaughtme,justintime. 

Me:Ican'tbelieveyou'rehere 

Thando:Ijustmissedyousomuch,Ihadto

comeback. 



Me:Wheredidyougo? 

Thando:Botswanababe,Ishouldtakeyouwith

nexttime. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Idon'tevenhaveapassport. 

Thando:You'llgetoneandifittakeslong,we'll

organizeafakeone. 

IbrokethehugAndlookedathimandhe

laughed,Iendedupjoininghim. 

Me:Idon'tthinkIwouldhavesurvivedanother. 

Thando:Butyoudon'twantmepayinglobola. 

Me:Notanytimesoon. 

Thando:Ijustloveyousomuchandyou'llbe

worththewait. 

"Nonowhowas...Oh,hello"

Thatwasdad,comingoutside,probably

becauseIhadtakensolongoutsideandI

wasn'tevendoneeating. 



Thando:BabDlamini. 

Dad:Whydidn'tyouinvitehimin?Where'syour

manners? 

Ichuckled,shakingmyhead..

Me:He'smyboyfriendbaba..

Dad:So? 

Luthandochuckled,theywentinsidewithdad

andIjustremainedoutside,gettingfreshair. 

Iwasn'tevenhungryanymore. 

It'swhenI'malonethatIthoughtmuchabout

everythingandallthepastorhadtoldme. 

"TrustintheLordwithallthineheartandlean

notonyourownunderstanding"

IswhatIheardwiththeearsofmyheartandI

justrelaxedandtoldmyselfthatIwasonly

goingtoactwhenGodsaysIshould.Idon't

evenknowwhatI'msupposedtodo.

Thando:YourdadagreedthatImighttakeyou. 



Me:Iwonderwhatyoufeedinghim. 

Thando:I'maChristianbabe. 

IlaughedandIcouldseehewasactually

serious.Hislifestylesaidcompletelythe

oppositebutwhowasItojudge? 

Me:Whereyoutakingme? 

Isaid,justashestartedthecar. 

Thando:Wegoinghome. 

Me:Yourhouse? 

Thando:Imeanmyfather'shouse. 

IswearIthoughtIwashallucinatingorhearing

things.Hedidn'tjustsaythatrightordidhe? 

Me:What? 

Thando:Yes,it'snotthatfar. 

Me:Luthandolwakhe, I'mwearingshortswith

flops. 

Thando:Wowbabe,youjusthadtocallmyfull



name. 

Me:That'snotthepoint. 

Thando:Youperfectlove. 

Me:Yousaidhe'sapastor. 

Thando:I'llaskmomtoborrowyousomething. 

Me:Wow. 

Isaid,lookingupandclappingonce. 

Thando:What'swrong? 

Me:Youdroppedthisbombonme,noteven

botheringtoletmeknowaboutthis.

Thando:Butmylove,I'vemetyourfamilyand

theyknowme,evenyourbiologicalmother.I

thoughtyou'dbehappytofinallymeetmy

family. 

Me:Ididn'tthinkI'dmeetthemlikethis. 

Thando:WouldyouhaveagreedhadItoldyou

fromthestart? 



Ilookedawayandsighed. 

Thando:Exactly,don'tworry.They'llloveyou. 

IwishIcouldbelievethat,Iwishitwasthat

easy. 

OfallthepeopleIhavedated,Ihavenevermet

theirfamily,likeintroductionsandstuffsoIjust

prayedthatallgoeswell.

Ofcoursetherewasthatfear,thatvoicebusy

whisperinginmyear,"Whatiftheydon'tlike

you?"

Isankbackonmyseatandletthethoughtsrun

aroundinmymind. 

Icouldn'trelax,itwasn'taseasyashesaiditto

be. 

IfonlyheknewhowIwasfeelingrightnow. 
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Iwassurprisedtoseethecarturningtohis

houseandmyheartbeatdroppedabit.Ididn't



evenaskhimwhywewerechangingroutes,I

justwasn'treadytomeethisfamilyyet. 

Hestoppedjustnexttothefrontdoor,gotout

andcametoopenmydoor. 

Me:Changeofplans? 

Iaskedasweenteredthehouse,Icouldn'tkeep

itinanymore.IknowIsaidIwasn'tgoingtoask

butIhadto. 

Thando:Iboughtyouchangingclothes. 

Me:Oh. 

WasallImanagedtosay,Iguesstherewasno

escapingthis. 

Thando:There'sonemorething. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Yourmotherisalsogoingtobethere. 

Me:Youkiddingright? 

Thando:Nobaby.Youknowshe'smarriedto

myuncle,Ijusthopeshedoesn'tcause



unnecessarydrama. 

Ididn'treply.Icouldn'tdefendmymother

becauseIdon'tevenknowthekindofperson

sheis.Ijustlookedforwardtoseeinglittle

Thandi.Iactuallymissedherabit,eventhoughI

onlysawheronce. 

Hegavemeashoppingbag,probablywithmy

clothesandIpeepedthrough. 

Me:Youdidn't!

Helaughed,kissingmycheek.ItwasadressI

hadbeeneyeinglasttimewewentshopping. 

Thando:Idid. 

Iputthebagdownandgavehimatighthug,

whichendedwhenhishandswenttomybutt. 

Hechuckled.Andkissedmeonthecheek. 

Me:Iwannagetdressed. 

Thando:So? 

Me:Ineedspace. 



Thando:Haikentombi,you'llhavetofindspace

somewherebecausethisIsmyroomand

ngizohlalaLa. 

Irolledmyeyesandhegavemeaseriouslook.

He'llbestrongshame.Hesatdownonthebed,

foldedhisarmsthenlookedatme,morelike

watchedme. 

Me:Umm,I'mnotwearingabra. 

Thando:Inoticed.Imeanyournipplesallout

there,onewouldswearyouhorny. 

Me:What? 

HechuckledandIjustfoldedmyarmsand

lookedathim. 

Thando:Youperfectwithnobraon.Givesme

easyaccess. 

Iinwardlyrolledmyeyesandcontinuedwiththe

strippingsoIcanwearthedresshebought. 

Itwasn'tfancyorformalbutIlovedit.Itwas

maroonincolour,tightwithanopenbackanda



littleslitontheback. 

Ifelthisbreathonmyneckandhishands

cuppingmybreasts,Ibitmylip.Hestarted

kissingmeontheneckandIturnedabittogive

himmoreaccess. 

Me:Thando.. 

Iwhisperedandhedidn'tdarestop.Ihadn't

dressedyet. 

Hisfingerstrailedpatternsonmystomach,he

wasbehindme,withhisdickonmyass. 

Heturnedmeandpressedhislipsonmineand

wesharedakiss,deepeningitbytheminute. 

Ihadmissedhimandsomehow,thiswasjust

whatIhadbeeninneedof.

Hishandswentinsidemypantiesandcupped

mybutt,makingmemoaninhismouthandthat

creptasmirkonhisface,satisfiedwithhowmy

bodywasreactingtohistouch. 

Thando:Iloveyou. 



Hesaid,afterbreakingthekisswhilebreathing

heavilyasIwasalsocatchingmybreath. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Thando:Marryme. 

Me:Haibo. 

Thando:Iwantyoutobemine,forever. 

Me:I'mstillyoung,whatdoIknowabout

marriage? 

Icouldseeitinhiseyesthathewasseriousbut

Ijustwasn'tready.MaybewhenIhavemy

degreeandI'mworking,Icanfinallythinkabout

marriagebutjustnotnow. 

IstillhavealotofthingsIwanttoachieve,

dreamsIwanttoperceivebeforeIcaneven

thinkoftakingsuchadrasticstep. 

Hekissedmeontheforehead. 

Thando:Youmyfuture,themotherofmykids

butI'mgettingoldbaby,Ineedstability. 



Me:I'llalwaysbehere,foryouandwe'llget

married,whenthetimeisright. 

Thando:Ibelieveyou.

HespankedmyassandIjumpalittle. 

Thando:Getdressed,I'mgoingforasmoke.

Me:Yousmoke? 

Thando:Notreally. 

HespankedmyassagainbeforeleavingAndI

gotdressed,itwasperfect.Itookafewmirror

selfiesandworemyflipflopssinceitwasn'ta

formalthing,besidesIdidn'thaveanyother

shoes. 

WhenIwascontent,Iwentoutwithmyphone

andfoundhiminthekitchen,drinkingbeer. 

Me:I'mdone. 

Thando:Youlookbeautifulmylove.

Iblushed. 

Me:Thanks. 



Thando:Youready? 

Me:Morelikenervous.

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Let'sgo.

Hetookmyhandthenweleft,withhimlocking

thedoorbehindusthenheopenedthedoorfor

meandIgotin.Hewenttohisside,andstarted

thecar.Itriedbyallmeanstorelaxandbesides,

mymotherwasalsothere. 

TothinkIhadtoldherIcan'tspendChristmas

withherthenthishappens. 

Ijusthopedthingsgoappropriatelyand

absolutelynodrama. 

Thando:I'llbewithyouallthewayandifanyone

andImeananyonemistreatsyou,we'llleave

neh. 

Inoddedwhilebitingmynails. 

Wehadarrived,Icouldseelittlekidsplaying



outsidewiththemusicpumpingonthelow.

Gospelmusicnogalbutit'sunderstandable

becausehisfatherIsapastor. 

Hecametoopenmydoorandlookingatthe

crowd,Isuddenlydidn'tfeellikegoingout. 

Thando:BabyHle.

Me:Idon'tthinkIcandothis 

Thando:Youcan'tbailoutonmenow. 

Me:There'resomanypeoplehere.

Thando:Stopbeingababy,let'sjustgo.My

familyhaslongbeenwaitingforyou. 

Isighedandgotout,thenHeclosedthedoor.

TherewereafewcarsoutsideAndthey

seemedlikeabigfamily.TothinkIhadnever

metevenmyfather'ssideoftheFamily,itwas

alwaysjusthimAndI. 

Thandorantomejustasweapproachedwhere

theywere.Shewasveryfondofmeandwehad

suchanindescribableconnection. 



IpickedherupAndpulledhercheek,she

giggled. 

Me:Yougood? 

Thandi:Yes,missedyou. 

Thando:Whataboutme? 

Me:Jealousydoesn'tsuityoubabe. 

Hechuckled,shakinghishead.Iputherdown

andwewentinside. 

Thewomenweredishingupandmymother

wasoneofthem,shewassurprisedtoseeme.

Thingsarejustsoawkwardbetweenus,wecan

evenhardlymaintainaconversation. 

Kholiswa:Nokubonga,Unjani? 

Me:Well,I'mgoodandyou? 

Kholiswa:I'mgood,Ididn'tknowyouwere

coming.

Thando:She'sherewithme,somethingyou

didn'tnotice. 



HetookmyhandintohisAndlockedthem

together. 

Woman:Andyoujustgoingtoignoreyour

motherlikethatbecauseyoubroughtagirl

home? 

Shesaid,wipingherhandswithaclothbefore

comingtous,shehuggedmefirstbefore

huggingLuthandowhoshekissedalloverthe

face.Ijustlaughed,Ididn'tthinkofhimasa

mama'sboy.He'salwayssotoughwithme. 

Thando:YoureallyneedtoStopwiththisma,

especiallynotinfrontofmygirlfriend. 

T'smom:Shelookssoyoungthough. 

Kholiswa:She's19.

Herjawdropped. 

T'smom:Haibo,Thando? 

Thando:Pleasedon'tmakeafussaboutit. 

T'smom:Youtenyearsolderthanher. 



Didshejustsaythat?IswearIdidn'thearher

properly,IlookedatThandowhojustlooked

down. 

T'smom:Youdidn'tknow? 

Me:UmmI..Idid. 

Ihadtolie,IlovehimandI'lljusthavetoask

aboutthiswhenweleavehereoratleastwhen

wealoneanddefinitelynotinacrowd. 

Kholiswa:Andyoucoolwithdatingagrandpa? 

Thandoshotheradeathstare,Iwantedthe

earthtojustopenupandswallowmeatthat

moment. 

Allthesewomenwerelookingatme,expecting

metosaysomethingandIjustwantedtocry.

Hesaidhe's23,Twothreebutnow,I'mhearing

somethingcompletelydifferent. 

I'mstillinshockandIjusthavetopretendlike

alliswell.NowIgetwhathemeantwhenhe

saidhe'sgettingold,it'sbecauseVelehe'sold. 



Me:Motherplease. 

T'smom:Mother? 

Kholiswa:She'smydaughter. 

Otherwoman:Yourwhat? 

Drama,drama,drama.Ishouldhaveknownthis

wouldhappen. 

Thando:I'msorry. 

HewhisperedinmyearandIjustignoredhim.I

wasn'tgoingtoentertainhimnow,notafter

whathedid,lyingtomelikethat. 

"Son,you'rehere."

Iassumedthatwashisfather.Itwasatall,dark

manbuthewashandsomeAndlookedso

muchlikehim. 

Hisvoicewasfilledwithsomuchauthorityand

youcouldhearthatthiswasatruemanofGod. 

Hehadmanagedtochangethesubjectbut

fromwhatIsaw,thiswasgoingtoresume. 



Theysharedamainlyhugbeforehelookedat

meandsmiled. 

Him:Hellothere.

Me:Hi 

Him:Shelookssoshy 

Hesaid,lookingatThandowhojustsmiled. 

Him:Andsoyoung 

T'smom:She's19.

Him:Notbad. 

Thandowakhonajustgrinned.Seemslike

daddywasonhisside. 

Kholiswa:Youknow,hadIraisedyou,noneof

thiswouldbehappening.Idon'tevenknowhow

AndilecondonesyouDatingamanwho'sonly

tenyearsyoungerthanhim. 

Thando:Youreallygonnaboremenow

Kholiswa,justshutup. 

T'sdad:Sonplease,coolitdownabit 



Thando:Shejustrubsmeoffthewrongway. 

T'smom:Youtwomustbehungryandwedidn't

evenbotherofferingyouadrink,thepoorgirl

mustbetiredfromallthisstanding. 

Thando:Ithinkweshouldleave. 

Kholiswa:Mydaughterisnotgoinganywhere.. 

Thando:Thesamedaughteryouabandonedfor

16years. 

Thatsomehowhithome,allthememories

floodedback.AllthatIwentthroughbecauseof

mymother'sabsence,thehurt,thepain,the

cursesandthecriticism. 

Ijustranoutandhefollowedme.Thetears

keptonfalling,ithurtsomuch. 

Ifelthishandsembracemeandheturnedme

soIcouldfacehimandIjustcriedinhisarms. 

Ithinkit'shismotherwhobroughtmeaglass

ofwaterandIdrank. 



Hekeptrepeating"sorry"whilebrushingmy

back. 

Me:Ithurts. 

Imanagedtosaywithahuskyvoice. 

Thando:Iknowbaby,I'msorry. 

WhenIhadfinallycalmeddown,wewenttohis

carandIjustsleptatthebackforabitwhile

waitingforhim. 

SomeoneknockedonthewindowthenIopened,

itwashismother. 

T'smom:I'mLeratobytheway. 

Me:I'mKhe-

Lerato:Khensani,Iknow. 

Inodded,shesatdownbesidemeandclosed

thecardoor.Iwasinthebackseat. 

Lerato:I'msorryforwhathappenedbackthere.

MysonisstubbornandKholiswaisjusta

handful.



Me:Itsokayma,it'snotyourfault.

Lerato:Youknowmysonwasveryhappywhen

hecamewithyou,Icouldseeitinhiseyesand

weshouldn'thavedoneallthat. 

Me:I'vebeentreatedwaymoreworse. 

Lerato:IapologizeandIreallywishwecanhave

anothertimetomeetandrightallthese

wrongs. 

Me:It'sokay. 

Lerato:Youseemlikesomeonewho'sbeen

throughalotandI'msorryyouhadtoreliveall

that. 

Me:It'sjust..Itwasn'teasy. 

Lerato:AndI'msorryforseeminglikeIdon't

acceptyourrelationshipwithmyson,Ireally

shouldn'thave. 

Me:Mareally,it'sokay. 

Lerato:I'msorryyouguysareleavingthisway,I



promisethingswillbemuchbetternexttime. 

Inodded. 

Lerato:PleasecomeagaininNewYear,

Kholiswawon'tbethere. 

Ichuckled,Ican'tbelieveshe'smymother.I

actuallywonderhowshewaswithdad,Ishould

askhimandmaybethen,I'dunderstandwhere

she'scomingfrom. 

Me:Ifonlymydadpermits. 

Lerato:That'sfairenough. 

Thandocameandshegotoutandtheyhugged.

Shewavedmegoodbyebeforehefinallystarted

thecarandIsleptyetagain. 

Ididn'tevensaygoodbyetoThandi.Hewoke

meupwhenwewerebackathishouseAndit's

actuallythenthatIsawtheplateshehadcome

with,probablywithourfoodbutIwasn't

hungry. 

Instead,Iwenttohisbedthensleptforawhile. 
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Iwassurprisedtoseethecarturningtohis

houseandmyheartbeatdroppedabit.Ididn't

evenaskhimwhywewerechangingroutes,I

justwasn'treadytomeethisfamilyyet. 

Hestoppedjustnexttothefrontdoor,gotout

andcametoopenmydoor. 

Me:Changeofplans? 

Iaskedasweenteredthehouse,Icouldn'tkeep

itinanymore.IknowIsaidIwasn'tgoingtoask

butIhadto. 

Thando:Iboughtyouchangingclothes. 

Me:Oh. 

WasallImanagedtosay,Iguesstherewasno

escapingthis. 

Thando:There'sonemorething. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Yourmotherisalsogoingtobethere. 



Me:Youkiddingright? 

Thando:Nobaby.Youknowshe'smarriedto

myuncle,Ijusthopeshedoesn'tcause

unnecessarydrama. 

Ididn'treply.Icouldn'tdefendmymother

becauseIdon'tevenknowthekindofperson

sheis.Ijustlookedforwardtoseeinglittle

Thandi.Iactuallymissedherabit,eventhoughI

onlysawheronce. 

Hegavemeashoppingbag,probablywithmy

clothesandIpeepedthrough. 

Me:Youdidn't!

Helaughed,kissingmycheek.ItwasadressI

hadbeeneyeinglasttimewewentshopping. 

Thando:Idid. 

Iputthebagdownandgavehimatighthug,

whichendedwhenhishandswenttomybutt. 

Hechuckled.Andkissedmeonthecheek. 



Me:Iwannagetdressed. 

Thando:So? 

Me:Ineedspace. 

Thando:Haikentombi,you'llhavetofindspace

somewherebecausethisIsmyroomand

ngizohlalaLa. 

Irolledmyeyesandhegavemeaseriouslook.

He'llbestrongshame.Hesatdownonthebed,

foldedhisarmsthenlookedatme,morelike

watchedme. 

Me:Umm,I'mnotwearingabra. 

Thando:Inoticed.Imeanyournipplesallout

there,onewouldswearyouhorny. 

Me:What? 

HechuckledandIjustfoldedmyarmsand

lookedathim. 

Thando:Youperfectwithnobraon.Givesme

easyaccess. 



Iinwardlyrolledmyeyesandcontinuedwiththe

strippingsoIcanwearthedresshebought. 

Itwasn'tfancyorformalbutIlovedit.Itwas

maroonincolour,tightwithanopenbackanda

littleslitontheback. 

Ifelthisbreathonmyneckandhishands

cuppingmybreasts,Ibitmylip.Hestarted

kissingmeontheneckandIturnedabittogive

himmoreaccess. 

Me:Thando.. 

Iwhisperedandhedidn'tdarestop.Ihadn't

dressedyet. 

Hisfingerstrailedpatternsonmystomach,he

wasbehindme,withhisdickonmyass. 

Heturnedmeandpressedhislipsonmineand

wesharedakiss,deepeningitbytheminute. 

Ihadmissedhimandsomehow,thiswasjust

whatIhadbeeninneedof.

Hishandswentinsidemypantiesandcupped



mybutt,makingmemoaninhismouthandthat

creptasmirkonhisface,satisfiedwithhowmy

bodywasreactingtohistouch. 

Thando:Iloveyou. 

Hesaid,afterbreakingthekisswhilebreathing

heavilyasIwasalsocatchingmybreath. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Thando:Marryme. 

Me:Haibo. 

Thando:Iwantyoutobemine,forever. 

Me:I'mstillyoung,whatdoIknowabout

marriage? 

Icouldseeitinhiseyesthathewasseriousbut

Ijustwasn'tready.MaybewhenIhavemy

degreeandI'mworking,Icanfinallythinkabout

marriagebutjustnotnow. 

IstillhavealotofthingsIwanttoachieve,

dreamsIwanttoperceivebeforeIcaneven



thinkoftakingsuchadrasticstep. 

Hekissedmeontheforehead. 

Thando:Youmyfuture,themotherofmykids

butI'mgettingoldbaby,Ineedstability. 

Me:I'llalwaysbehere,foryouandwe'llget

married,whenthetimeisright. 

Thando:Ibelieveyou.

HespankedmyassandIjumpalittle. 

Thando:Getdressed,I'mgoingforasmoke.

Me:Yousmoke? 

Thando:Notreally. 

HespankedmyassagainbeforeleavingAndI

gotdressed,itwasperfect.Itookafewmirror

selfiesandworemyflipflopssinceitwasn'ta

formalthing,besidesIdidn'thaveanyother

shoes. 

WhenIwascontent,Iwentoutwithmyphone

andfoundhiminthekitchen,drinkingbeer. 



Me:I'mdone. 

Thando:Youlookbeautifulmylove.

Iblushed. 

Me:Thanks. 

Thando:Youready? 

Me:Morelikenervous.

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Let'sgo.

Hetookmyhandthenweleft,withhimlocking

thedoorbehindusthenheopenedthedoorfor

meandIgotin.Hewenttohisside,andstarted

thecar.Itriedbyallmeanstorelaxandbesides,

mymotherwasalsothere. 

TothinkIhadtoldherIcan'tspendChristmas

withherthenthishappens. 

Ijusthopedthingsgoappropriatelyand

absolutelynodrama. 

Thando:I'llbewithyouallthewayandifanyone



andImeananyonemistreatsyou,we'llleave

neh. 

Inoddedwhilebitingmynails. 

Wehadarrived,Icouldseelittlekidsplaying

outsidewiththemusicpumpingonthelow.

Gospelmusicnogalbutit'sunderstandable

becausehisfatherIsapastor. 

Hecametoopenmydoorandlookingatthe

crowd,Isuddenlydidn'tfeellikegoingout. 

Thando:BabyHle.

Me:Idon'tthinkIcandothis 

Thando:Youcan'tbailoutonmenow. 

Me:There'resomanypeoplehere.

Thando:Stopbeingababy,let'sjustgo.My

familyhaslongbeenwaitingforyou. 

Isighedandgotout,thenHeclosedthedoor.

TherewereafewcarsoutsideAndthey

seemedlikeabigfamily.TothinkIhadnever



metevenmyfather'ssideoftheFamily,itwas

alwaysjusthimAndI. 

Thandorantomejustasweapproachedwhere

theywere.Shewasveryfondofmeandwehad

suchanindescribableconnection. 

IpickedherupAndpulledhercheek,she

giggled. 

Me:Yougood? 

Thandi:Yes,missedyou. 

Thando:Whataboutme? 

Me:Jealousydoesn'tsuityoubabe. 

Hechuckled,shakinghishead.Iputherdown

andwewentinside. 

Thewomenweredishingupandmymother

wasoneofthem,shewassurprisedtoseeme.

Thingsarejustsoawkwardbetweenus,wecan

evenhardlymaintainaconversation. 

Kholiswa:Nokubonga,Unjani? 



Me:Well,I'mgoodandyou? 

Kholiswa:I'mgood,Ididn'tknowyouwere

coming.

Thando:She'sherewithme,somethingyou

didn'tnotice. 

HetookmyhandintohisAndlockedthem

together. 

Woman:Andyoujustgoingtoignoreyour

motherlikethatbecauseyoubroughtagirl

home? 

Shesaid,wipingherhandswithaclothbefore

comingtous,shehuggedmefirstbefore

huggingLuthandowhoshekissedalloverthe

face.Ijustlaughed,Ididn'tthinkofhimasa

mama'sboy.He'salwayssotoughwithme. 

Thando:YoureallyneedtoStopwiththisma,

especiallynotinfrontofmygirlfriend. 

T'smom:Shelookssoyoungthough. 

Kholiswa:She's19.



Herjawdropped. 

T'smom:Haibo,Thando? 

Thando:Pleasedon'tmakeafussaboutit. 

T'smom:Youtenyearsolderthanher. 

Didshejustsaythat?IswearIdidn'thearher

properly,IlookedatThandowhojustlooked

down. 

T'smom:Youdidn'tknow? 

Me:UmmI..Idid. 

Ihadtolie,IlovehimandI'lljusthavetoask

aboutthiswhenweleavehereoratleastwhen

wealoneanddefinitelynotinacrowd. 

Kholiswa:Andyoucoolwithdatingagrandpa? 

Thandoshotheradeathstare,Iwantedthe

earthtojustopenupandswallowmeatthat

moment. 

Allthesewomenwerelookingatme,expecting

metosaysomethingandIjustwantedtocry.



Hesaidhe's23,Twothreebutnow,I'mhearing

somethingcompletelydifferent. 

I'mstillinshockandIjusthavetopretendlike

alliswell.NowIgetwhathemeantwhenhe

saidhe'sgettingold,it'sbecauseVelehe'sold. 

Me:Motherplease. 

T'smom:Mother? 

Kholiswa:She'smydaughter. 

Otherwoman:Yourwhat? 

Drama,drama,drama.Ishouldhaveknownthis

wouldhappen. 

Thando:I'msorry. 

HewhisperedinmyearandIjustignoredhim.I

wasn'tgoingtoentertainhimnow,notafter

whathedid,lyingtomelikethat. 

"Son,you'rehere."

Iassumedthatwashisfather.Itwasatall,dark

manbuthewashandsomeAndlookedso



muchlikehim. 

Hisvoicewasfilledwithsomuchauthorityand

youcouldhearthatthiswasatruemanofGod. 

Hehadmanagedtochangethesubjectbut

fromwhatIsaw,thiswasgoingtoresume. 

Theysharedamainlyhugbeforehelookedat

meandsmiled. 

Him:Hellothere.

Me:Hi 

Him:Shelookssoshy 

Hesaid,lookingatThandowhojustsmiled. 

Him:Andsoyoung 

T'smom:She's19.

Him:Notbad. 

Thandowakhonajustgrinned.Seemslike

daddywasonhisside. 

Kholiswa:Youknow,hadIraisedyou,noneof



thiswouldbehappening.Idon'tevenknowhow

AndilecondonesyouDatingamanwho'sonly

tenyearsyoungerthanhim. 

Thando:Youreallygonnaboremenow

Kholiswa,justshutup. 

T'sdad:Sonplease,coolitdownabit 

Thando:Shejustrubsmeoffthewrongway. 

T'smom:Youtwomustbehungryandwedidn't

evenbotherofferingyouadrink,thepoorgirl

mustbetiredfromallthisstanding. 

Thando:Ithinkweshouldleave. 

Kholiswa:Mydaughterisnotgoinganywhere.. 

Thando:Thesamedaughteryouabandonedfor

16years. 

Thatsomehowhithome,allthememories

floodedback.AllthatIwentthroughbecauseof

mymother'sabsence,thehurt,thepain,the

cursesandthecriticism. 



Ijustranoutandhefollowedme.Thetears

keptonfalling,ithurtsomuch. 

Ifelthishandsembracemeandheturnedme

soIcouldfacehimandIjustcriedinhisarms. 

Ithinkit'shismotherwhobroughtmeaglass

ofwaterandIdrank. 

Hekeptrepeating"sorry"whilebrushingmy

back. 

Me:Ithurts. 

Imanagedtosaywithahuskyvoice. 

Thando:Iknowbaby,I'msorry. 

WhenIhadfinallycalmeddown,wewenttohis

carandIjustsleptatthebackforabitwhile

waitingforhim. 

SomeoneknockedonthewindowthenIopened,

itwashismother. 

T'smom:I'mLeratobytheway. 

Me:I'mKhe-



Lerato:Khensani,Iknow. 

Inodded,shesatdownbesidemeandclosed

thecardoor.Iwasinthebackseat. 

Lerato:I'msorryforwhathappenedbackthere.

MysonisstubbornandKholiswaisjusta

handful.

Me:Itsokayma,it'snotyourfault.

Lerato:Youknowmysonwasveryhappywhen

hecamewithyou,Icouldseeitinhiseyesand

weshouldn'thavedoneallthat. 

Me:I'vebeentreatedwaymoreworse. 

Lerato:IapologizeandIreallywishwecanhave

anothertimetomeetandrightallthese

wrongs. 

Me:It'sokay. 

Lerato:Youseemlikesomeonewho'sbeen

throughalotandI'msorryyouhadtoreliveall

that. 



Me:It'sjust..Itwasn'teasy. 

Lerato:AndI'msorryforseeminglikeIdon't

acceptyourrelationshipwithmyson,Ireally

shouldn'thave. 

Me:Mareally,it'sokay. 

Lerato:I'msorryyouguysareleavingthisway,I

promisethingswillbemuchbetternexttime. 

Inodded. 

Lerato:PleasecomeagaininNewYear,

Kholiswawon'tbethere. 

Ichuckled,Ican'tbelieveshe'smymother.I

actuallywonderhowshewaswithdad,Ishould

askhimandmaybethen,I'dunderstandwhere

she'scomingfrom. 

Me:Ifonlymydadpermits. 

Lerato:That'sfairenough. 

Thandocameandshegotoutandtheyhugged.

Shewavedmegoodbyebeforehefinallystarted



thecarandIsleptyetagain. 

Ididn'tevensaygoodbyetoThandi.Hewoke

meupwhenwewerebackathishouseAndit's

actuallythenthatIsawtheplateshehadcome

with,probablywithourfoodbutIwasn't

hungry. 

Instead,Iwenttohisbedthensleptforawhile. 

.

.
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IfeltmuchbetterwhenIwokeupbutIstill

hadn'tforgotten.Iwasn'tgoingtoletgoofthis

soeasily. 

IwenttohisbathroomwhereIwashedmyteeth

andfacebeforegoingtolookforhim.Hewasin

thelounge,watchingTV.Morelikeitwas

watchinghim. 



Isatnexttohimandheimmediatelyswitchedit

offthenturnedtofaceme. 

Thando:Youawake? 

Me:Iwasn'tgoingtosleepforever. 

Thando:IguessIdeservethat,pleaseallowme

toexplain. 

Me:Explainwhat?Oh,whyIhadtofindout

fromyourmotherthatyou29,afterdatingfor9

monthsandyouhavingtoldmeyou23?Why

didyoulie? 

Thando:Igetthatyoumad,andI'msorry. 

Heheldmyhands,Iwantedtotakethemback

butIjustlethim. 

Thando:Iloveyou.Ilovedyouthefirstmoment

IsawyouatMcDonaldswithyourfriend,andI

knewIhadtohaveyou.Thelookyougaveme

whenIaskedforyournumbersandyouhad

zonedoutwhiledroolingoverme

Ichuckled,Icouldn'tbelievehestillremembers



thatandIhadbeensoembarrassedfor

droolingoveraguylikethat.Ihadneverdone

thatwithanyonebefore,hisbeautyjustsortof

mesmerizedmeinaway. 

Hewentontocontinue,stillholdingmyhands.

Helookedsohandsomewhenhe'sserious,I

wantedtojustshovemytongueonhismouth

butIwasstillquitemadathim. 

Thando:Mybiggestfearhasalwaysbeen

losingyou,evenbeforeyouweremine.IknowI

shouldn'thaveliedAndI'vecometorealizehow

muchyouvaluehonesty.Iwasjustscared,I

wasscaredyou'dthinkofmeastoooldforyou

andsomehow,itwasmuchbetterwhenyou

thoughtI'mnotthatold. 

Hestaredatme,waitingformetosay

something.Helookednervous,anemotionI

hadneverseeninhim. 

Ididn'tsaysomethingforawhile,Iwasstill

processingthis.Apartofmewantedtoslap



himbutIknewhowdisrespectfulthatwould

makemesoIjustheldmyself. 

Thando:Please..Please,saysomething. 

Me:WhatdoyouwantmetosayLuthando? 

Thando:Anything,justanything.Yoursilenceis

killingme. 

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathim,hestared

backwithbeggingeyesandIjustcouldn'thold

itinanymore. 

Me:AllIneededwashonesty,honestyThando.

Didyourfathernevertellyouofaversethat

says"Thetruthshallsetyoufree?".

Thando:HedidandI'msorryforlying. 

Me:Idon'tknow,howcanItrustyouifyoucan

lieaboutasimplethingsuchasage? 

HesighedbutIhadtobehonestaboutmy

feelingsregardingallthis. 

Thando:Ishouldn'thavebuttellme,wouldyou



haveagreedtobemygirlfriendhadIbeen

honestFromtheonset? 

Ididn'treply.Ijustdidn'tknowwhattosay,or

even,howtosayit. 

Thando:Exactly,sopleasetryandunderstand

whereI'mcomingfrom. 

Me:Tenyears..Idon'tknow. 

Thando:Pleasedon'tsaythat.Youloveme,I

loveyou,whyshouldagematter? 

Me:Youtenyearsyoungerthanmyfather,how

doyouthinkhe'sgoingtorespondtothat? 

Thando:So,youbreakingupwithme? 

Hesaid,almostasifitwastherealityhedidn't

wanttohavetofaceorevenacceptbutthat's

notwhatIwasthinking.Iknowhedidn'tlook

thatoldbutIknewaLottapeopleweregoingto

judgeusforthisandIwasthinkingaboutthe

futureAndwhatwecouldprobablyhavetoface

becauseofthisagedifference. 



Me:Iwouldn'tdothat. 

Iheardhimbreatheoutinrelief. 

Me:Butthatdoesn'tmeanIhaveforgotten

aboutwhatyoudid. 

Thando:That'sfairenough. 

Me:Ijustneedyoutobehonestwithmefrom

nowon,nosecretsplease. 

Thando:Doesthatmean..? 

Me:Promisemefirst..

Thando:Okay,Ipromisetobehonestwithyou

fromnowon. 

Me:Good.Nowtellme,whatdoyoudofora

livingandwhatwereyoudoingeBotswana? 

Thando:Ohwow. 

Igavehimadeathstare.Andhechuckled. 

Me:Wellifyouseemeasajoke,Ishould

probablyjustleaveandgohome,atleastthey

takemeseriously.



Thando:Okay,I'msorrybaby,it'sjustthat...I

reallywasn'texpectingthat. 

Me:Youpromisedtobehonest. 

Thando:Ofcourse.I'manartichect.AndIalso

havesomesharesinafewcompanies. 

Me:AndBotswana?Whydidyoutellmeyoua

bossKe? 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Iwastherestrictlyonbusiness,there's

amallthey'rebuildingthereandtheyneeded

myequities.AndIamaboss,Igiveordersand

takenonfromanyone. 

Me:DoyouthinkI'magolddigger? 

Helookedatmeindisbelief,thenbroughthis

eyebrowstogether.Ihadtoknow.Maybethat

wasthereasonwhyhewasn'tcompletely

honesttomeabouthisjobdescription. 

Thando:Whythehellwouldyouthinkthat? 



Me:WhatamIsupposetothinkthen?Maybe

it'swhatyouthoughtandthendecidedtonot

tellmeanything. 

Thando:NobabyIdon'tthinkso.Iloveyouand

younotlikealltheothergirlsI'vemetwhowere

justinitforthemoneyandthebenefitsthat

comeswithdatingme.You'rerealandsoisour

relationship. 

Me:Okay,I'mhungry. 

Thando:It'sunderstandable, youdidn'teat.I'll

gowarmupyourfood. 

Me:Icanmanage. 

Thando:Justallowmetodothisforyou. 

Me:Okayfine. 

Hegotupandwenttowarmmyfoodforme

andItookthelibertyofswitchingonthe

Televisionandleftitonamusicchannelwhile

hecamewithmyfood. 

HetookmehomethefollowingdayandIcould



seehedidn'twantmetogobutIhadto.

Nothingmuchhappenedthepreviousnight,I

justatethenwewenttobedandcuddledTo

sleep. 

ICouldseemymother'scarparkedinouryard

andIjustwantedtogoback. 

ShehadcausedenoughdramayesterdayandI

wonderedwhatshewantedher.Forsomeone

whowantedustogetalong,shewasn'tputting

intheeffort. 

Thando:ShouldIgowithyou? 

Me:It'sfine,I'llmanage. 

Thando:I'llcallyoulater. 

Me:Okaybaby. 

WekissedbrieflyandIgotoutwithhisbagthat

hadmyclothes.Hehadtogobuysomethingfor

metowearthismorning,includingunderwear. 

Itookadeepbreathinbeforefinallyopening

thedoorandgettinginside. 



Me:Goodmorning. 

IsaidasIpassedthroughtheloungeandwent

tomyroom,notevenwaitingforthemtoreply. 

IhadshoweredalreadyfromThando'sand

becauseofmymother,Ijustwantedtoremain

inmybedroomandlistentomusiconmy

headphonesinfullblast. 

"Sisi"

ItwaslittleThandi'ssoftvoiceandIgotup

frommybedandwenttoopen. 

Me:Hey,comein. 

Imadespaceforherandshegotin,Iclosedthe

door.Ididn'twantmymotherjustbargingin,I

wastryingtoavoidher. 

Thandi:Imissedyou. 

Me:Ncooa,Imissedyoutoo. 

Iplayedwithhercheeksandshegiggled. 

Me:Yougood? 



Shenodded.Wespentmosttimeinmyroom,

withmelisteningtoherstorieswhichreally

didn'tmakeanysense. 

Daddecidedtoopenthedoor,notbotheringto

knock. 

Me:Ngiyaziit'syourhousekodwaknocking

wouldn'thavebeensuchabadthingtodo. 

Youthinkhelistened?Hedidn't,it'slikeIdidn't

evensayanything. 

Dad:Youcan'tavoidherforever. 

Iguesshenoticedbutshedidn'tleavemewith

muchchoice.Thewayshehadbehavedwas

totallywrong,shehadnorighttojudgemeor

Thando. 

Itwasabsolutelynotanyofherbusinessand

shecan'tbetryingtocontrolmylifeoreven

dictatemylifeforme.Ifshewantedustowork,

shehadtotryandthatstartedwithrespecting

meandkeepinginmindthatshewasn'tthere



formefor16years. 

Me:Ijustcan'tdealwithhernow. 

Dad:Iknowwhathappened. 

Ilookedathim,confused. 

Dad:Imean,whenyouwhentomeetThando's

parents. 

Me:Whatdidshetellyou? 

Dad:Thattheyhadafalloutandshefeelsbad

abouthowthingsturnedout. 

Me:I'msureshedoes. 

Dad:Don'tbelikethat.

Me:Likewhatdad? 

Dad:Don'tbebitter.Iknowyourmotherisquite

ahandfulbutinsideofallthatisaverysweet

andgoodperson. 

Me:Tellme,howdidyouhandleher? 

Hechuckled.



Dad:Iwasinloveandwell,Ihadmyownways

ofputtingherinherplace. 

Me:Iwonderhowherhusbandmanages. 

Dad:AllI'msayingis,don'tbetoohardonher.I

knowit'snoteasybecauseshe'sbeenawayfor

sixteenyearsbutshe'sherenowandlifeistoo

short.Lookatthebrightside,you'vebeengiven

anotherchancetoknowyourmotherAndI'm

notsayingacceptherintoyourlifebecauseit's

alluptoyoubutplease,don'tbeangryfortoo

long. 

Me:Kitsomarriedaverywiseman. 

Hechuckledandembracedmetightlythen

kissedmeontheforehead. 

Dad:Bettertellherthat. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Thanksdad,it'sallIneededtohear. 

Dad:It'smypleasure,youmynumberonelady. 



Ilaughed. 

Me:IhopeKitsoneverheardthat. 

Dad:She'dkillme. 

Welaughed,DadreallydidtellmeallIneeded

tohearandItoldmyselfthatI'lltryandsee

whereshe'scomingfromfromnowon. 

TherewasstilltheNewYearslunchandIwas

positivethatthingswouldcomeoutdifferently

thistime. 

.
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Me:I'llseeyouagainsoonVA.. 

Thandi:OkaySisi. 

Wehuggedonemoretime.Kholiswahadcome

tofetchher. 

Kholiswa:CanIpleasetalktoyouBonga? 

Me:Okay,fine. 



It'snotthatIwantedtobutagain,sheneededto

apologizeforheranomalousbehavior. 

WewentoutsideandshegaveThandithekey

tohercarsoshecouldstayinside.Itseemed

shewashappytoknowmeandshecouldn't

stayawayfrommeandthatmademefeelso

appreciatedandlikeImatter,notthatIdidn't. 

Kholiswa:I'msorry,Ireallyamsorryformy

behavioryesterday.It'shightimethatI

acceptedthatyou'regrownandcapableof

makingyourowndecisions.IknowI'veacted

likequiteabitchandashardasthismightbe

foryoutobelieve,IloveyouandIonlywant

what'sbestforyou.IfLuthandoiswhat'sbest

thenyouhavemyblessing.Ionlywannasee

youhappyandagain,I'msorryforallthepain

thatIhavecausedyouthroughouttheyears

andnow.Mydecisionwascompletelyselfish

AndIshouldhaveputyoufirst.Pleasefinditin

yourhearttoforgiveme. 



Me:Iforgiveyou,Ilongdid.AndIacceptyour

apology,Ijusthopeyoumeanit. 

Kholiswa:Believeme,Ido. 

Me:Okay,sotellme,doyouhavemorechildren

otherthanThandiandI? 

Kholiswa:Well,I'mactuallypregnantagain. 

Me:Woah,what? 

Ilookedatherstomachanditwascompletely

flat.Mymotherhadthesamebodylikemine

withahourglassfiguresoIknewwhereIgotit

allfrom. 

Shechuckled,probablybecauseofmyfacial

expressionatthattime. 

Kholiswa:I'mfiveweekspregnant. 

Me:That'sUmm..Nice. 

Kholiswa:Well,myhusbanddoesn'tknowyet. 

Me:Why?Ithinkhe'sgonnabehappy. 

Kholiswa:Hewantsason,IjusthopeIdon't



disappoint. 

Me:Typicalofsomementothinkanheirisa

malechild. 

Kholiswa:Youtoosmartfora19yearold. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Igetthatalot.IguessIgotdaddy'sbrains 

Kholiswa:Hey,I'mnotalldumb.I'mthemajor

shareholderofagoldmine. 

Me:ChesaKholiswa. 

Welaughed.Iwasjustgladthatwewere

gettingalongnow,withnognashingofteeth. 

Kholiswa:I'mnottryingtopushbutI'dreallylike

foryoutovisitme. 

Me:I'lltryandmakesometime.Istillhaveyour

businesscard

Kholiswa:Eish,that.I'msorry,youprobably

thoughtIwastakingthisassomebusiness

deal.



Me:Actually,Idid. 

Kholiswa:Haha,I'msorryaboutthat.CanIhave

yournumberKe? 

Me:That'ssoweird. 

Welaughed.ShegavemeherIPhoneandI

munchedinmynumber. 

Me:Wishwecouldexchangephones. 

Kholiswa:Icouldalwaysbuyyouyourown. 

Me:Ha.atoosoon. 

Shelaughed,wesharedahugwhichwasvery

warmforourfirstoneandsheleft. 

Dad:Iseeyouguysbonded

Ilaughedandsatdownnexttohimonthe

couch. 

Me:She'snotthatbadafterall. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:See?Itoldyou. 



Me:Thanksagainforthetalk. 

Isaidandthrewmyselfinhisarmsandhe

kissedmycheek. 

Kitso:Whattalk? 

Shesaid,comingwithBandileandIgotfree

fromdad'sembraceandheldtheminime. 

Well,I'msayingthatbecausehelookslikeme.I

kissedhimallovertheface,makinghimgiggle. 

Dad:Ijustaskedhertoseewherehermotheris

comingfrom. 

Kitso:Oh. 

Me:Shewon'treplaceyouinanyway. 

Kitso:Youdon'thavetosaythattomakeme

feelbetter. 

Me:Imeanitthough. 

IcontinuedplayingwithBandileuntilhefell

asleepagainAndIwenttotuckhimin. 

IcookedlunchthendishedupwhenIwasdone.



Itwasjustpapwithfriedchickenandgravy,

nothinghectic. 

Kitso:Luthandoisoneluckybastard,thisis

amazingKhen. 

Ismiled.Ifonlysheknewthatthey'reactually

thesameage.Imagineyourboyfriendbeingthe

sameageasyourstepmother.

Me:ThankYou. 

Dad:Don'tencouragethem,hestillhastopay

yourbridalpricefirst. 

Ilaughed.Dadcanjustswitchfrombeingan

intellectualtobeingaculturalmaninthesnap

ofafinger. 

KitsohelpedwiththedishessinceIwastheone

whocooked. 

Itookmyphone,putonsomeheadphonesand

justwentforawalk.Icouldn'twaitforVarsity,

beinghomejustsuckssometimes. 

Itwasactuallyboring,andtothinkthiswas



gonnagoonforaboutthreeweeksmademe

wannajustsleepandwakeupjustintimefor

registration. 

"Bonga"

Icouldclearlyrecognizethatvoicebutnotwhat

couldhavebroughtherhere. 

ItwasNobuhleandshewaswithTiisetso,never

thoughtI'dseethedaythistwobecomefriends,

notthattheywereenemies. 

Me:Hey 

Ihuggedthebothofthem. 

Buhle:Wewantedtosurpriseyoubutgotlost. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Ncoaa,that'ssosweet. 

Tiisetso:Inevercouldhavethoughtyouwere

livinginthesamestreetasK-more. 

Ilookedatthem,abitconfusedonhowthey

cametoknowofthat. 



Buhle:Oh,I'mtheonewhoshowedherhisplace.

Usedtocomewhenweweretogether. 

Me:Oh,yeah 

IhadTotallyforgottenaboutthat.Weactually

weren'tthatfarfromwhereIlive. 

Me:Iwasactuallyjustgoingforwork,stayingat

homeissoboring. 

Buhle:Toomuch,Iactuallycan'twaitforresults

daytoknowwhereIstand. 

Tiisetso:Yoh,metoo.Let'sgotothe

chisanyama,Iheardthey'rehunksthere. 

Ilaughed,InevercouldhaveimaginedI'dhear

hersaythat.Haike,Ididn'tmindsinceIdidn't

haveanythingtodo. 

Wewalkedthere,talkingaboutthingsthatreally

didn'tmakesenseuntilwearrived. 

Seethewalkthere,IsabitlongbutsinceIhad

company,itwasprettyshortsoastosay. 



Buhle:Man,it'spacked. 

Me:KeDecemberntate! 

Welaughedandwenttofindourselfatable

first. 

Me:Yazi,Idon'thaveanymoneyonme. 

Buhle:Andevenifyoudid,wewouldnothave

letyoupayforanything. 

Tiisetso:Wetheonewhotookyououtafterall. 

Me:Wellinthatcase,azishe.

Welaughed.Istayedbehindwhiletheywentto

getussomedrinksandsnackssinceItold

themIwasn'thungry. 

"Hey"

IlookeduptomeetKagi,withThutoandKamo. 

Me:Umm,hey. 

Thuto:Thisisasurprise. 

Me:Indeeditis,Iwasn'texpectingyouguysto



behere. 

Kagi:Actually,wejustgothere. 

Me:Oh, 

Kamo:It'sactuallykindapackedsowegonna

chillwithyou. 

Me:Howaboutaskingmaybe? 

Buhle:Khen,wefinallygotourorder..Oh,hey

guys. 

Kamo:Y'allarechillingtogether? 

Me:Yeah,they'reactuallytheonewhobrought

mehere. 

Thuto:Well,itdoesn'tmatter. 

Kamo:I'llgobuyussomethingtodrinkand

somefoodfirst,I'msittingnexttoKhen. 

Irolledmyeyesandtheylaughed.Thutosat

nexttomewhileKagisatbetweenBuhleand

Tiisetso. 

Kagi:Sotellme,howdoesitfeeltobe



unemployed? 

Us:Itsucks! 

Welaughedathowweallsaidthatatthesame

time. 

Thuto:Trustme,you'llgetusedtoit. 

Buhle:Idon'tseethathappeninganytime

soon. 

WecontinuedTalkingwhileeatingthesnacks

thathadbeenboughtbeforeKamogelocame

withalcoholandmeat. 

Hesatonmyotherside,soIwasbetween

ThutoandKamogelo. 

Kamo:SotellmeKhen,howdoesitfeeltodate

someonesoold? 

Ilookedathimindisbelief.Didhereallyhaveto

dothat? 

Buhle:Don'tmindhim.Imeanmyboyfriendis

liketenyearsolder. 



Kamo:What'shisname? 

Buhle:Tshepo. 

Truthis,myheartjustcalmeddownwhenI

heardthatbecauseIwouldn'twanttothink

she'sdatingmyman. 

Me:Again,whywetalkingaboutme? 

Thuto:Causeyouinteresting. 

Kagi:AndLilbrother,thatwasalowblow. 

Me:IthinkIshouldleave. 

Kamo:Pleasedon'tleave,I'msorryforwhatI

said. 

Me:Howdidyouevenknowabouthim? 

Thuto:Well,wedidalittleresearchonhim. 

Kagi:Turnsout,he'snotascleanasyoumight

think. 

Buhle:Thistomeseemslikeaplantotryand

getKhenbackwithKamo.She'shappywith

LuthandoandcomparedtosomeoneIknow,



he'snotacheater. 

Kamo:Thensheshouldaskhimwhyhisfiancee

lefthim

Me:Hiswhat? 

Kamo:Oops,youdidn'tknow?Mybad. 

Ididn'tevenwait,Ijuststoodup.Thiswasjust

toomuch. 

Buhle:Pleasedon'tleave. 

Icouldhearherbutsomehow,Ifeltdizzy.All

thatkeptringinginmymindwas"Fiancee"

Ididn'tknowhowtostomachthis,Iwas

shocked. 

Icouldn'tevencry,Ididn'tknowhowtoreact. 

ImeanthishappenedbeforeIwasinthepicture

butagain,itwouldhavebeenbettertohearit

fromhim

WhydidKamogelohavetobesobitter? 

Iactuallyhatedhimatthatmoment.Why



couldn'thejustletmebehappy? 

Icouldn'tunderstandwhytheycouldn'tjustlet

usbe. 

Iwasn'texpectingLuthandotobeperfectandI

reallywouldhaveneverthoughtthatKamogelo

wouldstoopsolow,asifhe'sperfectyena. 

Gettinghome,Ijustwenttomyroom.Ididn't

evenfeelanytirednessfromthelongwalkIhad

taken. 

Alotofthoughtshadbeenrunningthroughmy

mindandIwasjustfeelingnumb. 

ImeanIdidn'tknowwhethertocryorscratch

myselformaybepinchmyselfjusttoknowif

thiswasreality. 

Ithrewmyselfonmybedandit'scomfortwas

reallyallthatIneeded

Whenmyphonerang,Icouldn'tevenbring

myselftoanswerit.Ijustletitringandinstead,

sangalongtoitsringingTone. 



Fromthen,floodedtextsandIjustdidn'tbarge.

Dad:Whyyounotansweringyourphone? 

Andit'sthenthatIrealizedIhadn'tevenclosed

thedoor. 

Ilookedathim,hehadhisphoneinhishand.I

couldn'tevenbringmyselftoanswerback. 

Dad:What'swrong? 

Me:Umm,nothing. 

HegavemealookthatsaidI'mnotbuyingthat

beforeheleft,aftertellingmetoanswermy

phone. 

Ijustnoddedsohecangivemesomespace.

Whenitrangagain,Ijustansweredwithout

checkingthecallerid. 

"What'sgoingon?"

Luthando,well,Ididn'tsayanything. 

Icouldn't. 

Thando:Khensani? 



Me:I'mhere. 

Thando:Whyhaven'tyoubeenansweringyour

phone? 

Me:Ijustdon'tknowLuthando,Ineedsome

space. 

Thando:Whatthehell? 

Me:Ineedtothink. 

Thando:Whatthehellyouonabout?Don'tfuck

withmeKhensani.

Me:Bye. 

Thando:Don'tyoudaredropthephoneonme!

Ididn'tbutjustkeptquiet,notsayinganything.

Mymindwasjustsofaraway. 

Thando:Nowtellme,what'syourproblem? 

Me:Youare. 

Hechuckledanditwasn'tthesamefunny

chuckle.Theproblemwasn'thimbutitwaswith

meandallthecrazypeopleIhaveinmylife. 



Whydidthingshavetobesocomplicated? 

Thando:I'llgiveyouyourspace. 

Withthatsaid,hehungupandIjustthrewmy

phoneonmysideandslept. 

Maybetherestwasgoingtohelpmetakea

breakfromoverthinking.

.

.
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GettingoffthephonewithKhensani,Ialmost

threwitagainstthewall.Space?Spacesa

masimba.Iwasliterallygoingcrazy,wondering

whatwrongIcouldhavedonethatwouldmake

hersuddenlywantspace. 

Ilookedupattheheavens,maybeGodwillbe

abletoexplainwhatthehellisgoingon. 



Me:God,whydidyoumakemyheartfallinlove

withthisgirllikethis?Whydidshehavetobe

theonetobringalltheselightinwhathadbeen

adark,miserableheart?Why? 

Ididn'tknowwhereIhadgonewrongwithher,I

thoughtwewerewayoverthisageissueso

whatcouldbewrongnow? 

Iwenttothekitchenandstraighttothefridge

andtookoutacanofCastleLitewhichIdrank

likenobody'sbusiness.Iwasjuststressednje,I

didn'tknowwhattodoandIwasn'tgoingtolet

herthinkshecontrolsme,Iwasgoingtogive

herthespacethatshewantsbutIwasn'tgoing

togiveuponher. 

WhenIfinishedthefirstcan,Ijusttookthe

remainingfive,putthemonthetableand

starteddrinking. 

"Tryingtodrownyoursorrows?"

IlookeduptofindTizz,oneofmyniggers.We

fistpumped. 



Me:Bruh. 

Tizz:He'sreallyallouttoruinyouguysandit's

nolongerfunny. 

Ilookedathim,confused.Howthehelldidhe

knowthatwenotalright? 

Me:ShewantsspaceBruh. 

Hechuckled,tookonecanandsatdownonthe

barchairoppositetome. 

Tizz:Youknow,youshouldhaveletmepopa

caponthatkid. 

Me:Nah,youknowthat'snothowIoperate. 

Tizz:Andyethereyouare,drowningyour

sorrowsinalcohol.

Me:Whatdoeshehavetodowiththis? 

Tizz:Youknowmywomanandyourgirlare

friends. 

Me:Tellmemore. 

Tizz:Turnsout,theywerechillingechisanyama



whenthatkidandhisfriendsdecidedtojoin

them. 

Myjawclenched,thiskiddidn'tknowwhatkind

ofbeasthewasprovoking. 

Me:Whatdidhesay? 

Tizz:Well,hetoldheraboutyourfianceeanda

littleglimpseofwhysheleftyou. 

Me:Sonofabitch! 

Isaid,squeezingthecanthatIwasholdingand

it'scontents. 

Tizz:Justsaythewordanditwillbedone. 

Me:Ithinkit'shightimeIpaidthatboyavisit. 

Tizz:Wulfricman,Idon'tthinkthat'sagood

idea. 

Me:He'sMessingupwithmylifeandhegotno

ideawhothefuckhe'smessingwith! 

Tizz:AndwhatwillKhensanisay?Youknow

shehasasoftspotforhim. 



Me:Youright,let'sjustlethimbe. 

Tizz:Justtellherallaboutyourpast.Thatway,

itwon'tbeasurprisewhenshehearsitfrom

himorsomebodyelse. 

Me:Saystheguywhohasbeentalkingabout

poppingacaponanigger. 

Wechuckledandjustcontinuedtodrink.My

mindwasactuallywonderingwhyKhensani

wouldletmypastmistakesgettoher.Inever

judgedherforhermistakessowhyshouldshe

judgemebasedonmypast?Shewassuppose

togivemethebenefitofthedoubt,notdemand

"space"overhearsays,nomatterhowtruethey

mightbe. 

Tizz:Issheavirgin? 

Me:Technically,sheis. 

HelaughedbutIwasrightthough,she'sonly

hadsextopleasesomeone,shehadnever

experiencedthepleasureinlovemaking.Thing



aboutTizzis,wecantalkabouteverythingandI

trusthim.He'sbeenmyniggerfromdayone,

andalthoughthebitchestried,theyhavenever

gottenbetweenus. 

We'vebeenthroughthickandthin. 

Tizz:Whatthefuckman? 

Ichuckled.Thewayheaskedwasjustfunny

man. 

Me:Exactlythat. 

Tizz:Okay,whatever,Ijustthinkitshightime

yougavehersome.Thatgirlneedssomedick

inherlife.

Me:That'smygirlyoutalkingaboutman. 

Tizz:I'mjustsaying.Youcan'tbekeepingyour

dicktoyourselfman,lestyousufferfrom

Lamarckism. 

Me:Dude,whatthefuckisthat? 

Tizz:Didn'tyoudoscienceinhighschoolman? 



Me:HowthehellamIsupposetoremember

somethingadidmorethanadecadeago? 

Hechuckled,he'sjustcrazy.Ihadnoideawhat

thefuckhewastalkingabout. 

Tizz:It'sprettysimple,Continuousandextra

useoforgansmakethemmoreefficientwhile

thecontinueddisuseofsomeotherorganslead

totheirdegenerationandultimate

disappearance,inyourcase,thedisuseofyour

dick. 

Ilookedatmypantsandbackathim. 

Me:Youcrazy. 

Tizz:Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyouman. 

Wechuckled,mydoorbellrangandIkeptquiet,

justtolistenwhothatmaybe. 

"Thandomyson!"

Me:Shit! 

Tizz:What? 



Me:That'smymother. 

Iwhisperedanddisposedofallthecansquickly

beforegoingtoopenupforher. 

Me:Mother. 

Mom:Whoareyouhidinghere? 

Me:What?Noone,geez.

Shedidn'tevenwaitformetosayshecan

comeinbutjustgotinandstartedlooking

around,Ifollowedher. 

Mom:Oh,heyTshepo. 

Hewasdrunkbutheknewbetterthantoshow

ittomymothersowebothhadtoactsober. 

Tizz:HeyMa. 

Mom:IhopeyounotcheatingonKholiswa's

daughter,Iseehowyoureyeswereshowing

guilt.Ihopeyounothidingsomegirlinhere. 

Shesaidthat,pointingafingeratme.Theway

shelovesKhen,you'dswearshe'sknownher



foreverbuttheyonlymetyesterday,imagine. 

Tizz:That'smycue,itwasniceseeingyou

mamzo.I'llcallyouman. 

Me:Surenjayami

Wefistpumpedandheleft,leavingmetoface

themusicallalone. 

Mom:So? 

Me:Whatma? 

Mom:Where'sshe? 

Me:There'snooneherema.

Mom:Thisplacesmellslikeabrewery.

Shesaid,openingthewindowsbeforeshe

startedcleaninguptheentireplaceandforcing

metohelp. 

Thewaymymomtreatsmelikeachild,you'd

swearI'mnot29.

Ihadtolistentohercomplainandtellmehow

lazyIAmandallthatstuff. 



Aftercleaning,shestartedcookingandIcould

finallyrest.ItwasalrightsolatebutIcouldn't

evenaskifshe'sspendingthenightornot,Ijust

letherbe. 

IwaswatchingTVwhilewaitingforhertofinish

withthecooking. 

Mom:She'sstillcomingtothedinnerright? 

Me:Who? 

Shehaddishedupforthebothofusandforced

metositonthediningtablewithher. 

Mom:Don'tplaydumbwithme,Khensani. 

Ifonlysheknewthatsheactuallydemanded

thatIgiveherspace.Ijustdon'tgetwhyit'sso

hardforKhensanitotalkthingsthroughwith

me,insteadofrunningaway.

Iwasactuallymadatherforbehavingso

childish,she'snolonger16afterall. 

Mom:Tumeloweh. 



Knowthatshithashitthefanwhenshecalls

mebymyTswananame. 

Me:Shewantsspace. 

Shedroppedherfork,asifshedidn'tbelieveI

justsaidthat.Itwasprettyhardtobelievefor

metoobutIwasn'tgoingtorunafterher,lest

shetakesmyloveforherforgrantedand

decidestofuckmeup. 

Mom:Wareng? 

Me:That'swhatshetoldmesoI'mgivingher

herspace. 

Mom:Odirileng? 

Me:Who?Me? 

Mom:Yes,you. 

Me:Ididn'tdoanythingMa.Whywouldyou

thinkIdidsomething? 

Mom:CauseyoualwaysmessthingsupWena. 

Me:Ididn'tdoanything.Sheheardsomething



aboutmeandinsteadofaskingmeaboutit,

shedecidedtosulk. 

Mom:Whatdidshehear? 

Me:Iwasonceengaged. 

Mom:Oh. 

Me:Ithappenedlikewhat,6yearsago? 

Mom:Butdoessheknowthat? 

Me:Sheshould'vecometomeandaskedme,

insteadofdemandingsomespace. 

Mom:LeENEwhydidshehavetoactso

childish? 

Shesighed.MymomreallylovedKhensani,I

don'tknowwhyshewasdoingthis. 

Mom:Fixit. 

Me:ButMa,I-

Mom:JustfixitTumelo,bethebiggerpersonIn

thisissue. 



Me:Literally,Iam. 

Mom:Thenactlikeit.Iwannaseeheratthat

dinner. 

Shestoodup 

Mom:Andwashthosedishes. 

Me:Yesma'am. 

Withthatsaid,shedisappearedintothehouse,

probablytotheguestroomcauseIknowhow

muchshehatesdrivingatnight. 

Iwashedthedishesasperhercommandwhile

thinkingaboutthisKhensaniissue.Ireally

thoughtIhaddealtwiththisboybutitseemedI

hadn'tdonenothingatall. 

TheonlythingIcoulddoknowwastotellKhen

everything,thatwayshe'dknowbeforeheeven

thinksofsayingsomething. 

Naye,whywasshestillentertainingherbitterex?

Ican'tbetryingtoputa20yearoldboyinhis

place. 



Idon'tunderstandwhyhecan'tjustgetalife

andletKhensanibe.

ThefollowingmorningwhenIwokeup,I

brushedmyteethandtookashower.Idried

andlotionedwhenIwasdone. 

ItwasaFriday,meaningtherewereaLotta

partiesalloverandvibes. 

Iworemyadidasshorts,withaT-shirtandwore

myadidassandals. 

Goingtothekitchen,mymotherwasn'tthere

andIsawanotestuckonthefridge. 

"Iwentbackhome.Breakfastisintheoven.

Don'tforgetwhatIsaid,Iloveyou."

Ihavethebestmotherintheworldshame.I

tookmyfoodandate,whilethinkingaboutall

thisthingwithKhensani,itwasdrivingmecrazy.

Me:Argh,fuckthis. 

Itookmyphoneandcarkeysthenleft,locking

thedoorbeforegettingintomycarthendriving



off.Toherplace. 

Iwasn'tgoingtoletalittleboyruinwhatwe

have,somethingwehadworkedsohardto

build. 

Noway. 

She'lljusthavetoforgetaboutthisspace

business. 

Idon'tcare.Space?Whatspace? 

.

.
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Dad:Areyouokay? 

Ifakedasmile.Ididn'twannaworryhim.Ihad

beenlookingatmyphone,hopinghe'llcallbut

whoamIkidding?I'mtheonewhowanted

spacesoIshouldn'tbesurprised. 

Me:I'mfine. 



Dad:You'vebeenplayingwithyourfoodfora

whilenowandsomeofushavelongfinished. 

Me:Ididn'trealize. 

ItookthefoodthatIhadbarelyeatenandputit

onthefridge,wehadbeenhavingour

breakfast. 

Me:I'llbeinmyroom. 

Hesighed. 

Dad:Okaybaby.JustknowthatI'llbehereif

youwanttotalk.

Inoddedandleft,goingtomyroomwhereIjust

gotinandlayonmyback.Iputmyheadsetson

andjustlistenedtothemusic,whilestaringat

theceilingwithmyheadrestingonmyhands. 

IclosedmyeyesasIenjoyedthemusicbutdid

notsleep,Iwasjustlettingthemusicdothe

healing. 

IthoughtIwasdreamingwhenIfeltsomeone

kissingmeonmyneckbutitwasfunny



becauseIwasn'tsleeping. 

IopenedmyeyestofindLuthando.Whenthe

helldidhegethere? 

Iwasabouttosaysomethingwhenheshutme

upwithakissandconsideringhowmuchIhad

missedhim,Ikissedhimback. 

Hishandsroamedaroundmybodyandforthat

minute,Icouldn'tevenhearthemusic. 

"Imissedyou"hewhisperedinmyearandI

smiled. 

Me:Metoo. 

Ireplied,heremovedmyheadphonesthensat

up,justnexttome. 

Thando:Comewithme. 

Me:Ihaven'tbathedyet. 

Thando:Ihaveabathroomandyoulying,you

alwaysbathwhenyouwakeup. 

Igiggled.Heknewmetoowell. 



Me:LetmequicklychangeKe. 

Thando:Youlookfinetome. 

Me:IalsowannawearshortsandaT-shirt.

Thando:Youcopycat. 

Ichuckledandgotupfromthebed.Iwas

wearingoneofdad'soldshirts.Iworeadenim

rippedbumshortwithanoversizedTee.Iwasn't

usedtohavingmybuttcheeksallexposed. 

IworemyadidasSandalsthenwecouldfinally

leave.Myhairwasn'tthatmessedupsoIjust

brusheditwithmyhands. 

Thando:Youlooksobeautiful. 

Me:ThankYou. 

.

.
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Thando:Soyouwantedspace? 



TheonequestionIreallythoughtandwas

hopinghewouldn'task..Aboutspace.Idon't

knowwhatIwasthinking,hewasn'tofanyfault

inthisissue.Itwaswrongofmetoholdhis

pastagainsthimcauseitwasjustthat..His

past. 

IlookeddownbutIknewhewasn'tgoingtolet

itgo,he'sverypersistent. 

Me:Canwepleasenottalkaboutthat? 

Hechuckled,IguesshelikedthepositionIhad

putmyselfincauseitmeanthegetstocallthe

shotsnowandI'lljusthavetofollowhimlikea

lostpuppy. 

Heparkedthecarandcametomysideand

openedthedoorforme.Wewerealreadyinhis

house. 

HespankedmybuttjustasIwasabouttoopen

thedoor. 

Me:Thehell? 



Thando:I'mjusttestingthewaters. 

Me:Testingthe..What?

Hechuckledandopenedthedoorandmade

spaceformetogetinandhegotinafterIdid. 

Thando:Anythingtodrink? 

Me:Icoulddowithaglassofwinenow. 

Thando:Nothappening.You'llhavejuice. 

IfoldedmyarmsAndlookedathim. 

Me:WhydidyouaskmeVeleinthefirstplaceif

yougonnamakethedecisionforme? 

Thando:ThenIguessitwasarhetorical

question. 

Irolledmyeyesashepouredmyjuiceandjust

sighed.Iknewwewerestillgonnatalkabout

this,somethingIreallywasn'tlookingforward

to. 

IknowIshouldn'thaveaskedforSpacebut

that'sbecauseIdidn'tknowwhattodo,



everythingatthatpoint,wasoverwhelmingfor

me. 

Ihadalotofthoughtsrunninginmymindandit

soundedlikeagooddecisionthen. 

Thando:Here. 

Me:Thanks. 

Itookasipofmyjuicewithhimlooking

intenselyatme. 

Thando:Sospace? 

Me:Aboutthat...

Thando:Mm? 

Itookanothersipofmyjuice.Winecouldhave

madethingseasierbutI'mnotmuchofan

alcoholfanandrightnow,Iwasn'tinthemood

forit.IwasjustplayingwhenIaskedforaglass

ofwine. 

Me:I'msorry,Ididn'tknowwhatIwasthinking.I

justhadalotofshitinmymind. 



Thando:Soyouthoughtpushingmeawaywas

what'sbest? 

Me:Ijust...IguessIwasn'tthinking. 

Thando:Whycan'tyoujusttalktomeabout

thingsKhensani?Whydon'tyoueverconfidein

me?Imean,I'myourman,youneedtotrustme

enoughtoleanonme. 

Me:Idon'tknow.It'snotyou,theproblemisjust

withmeIguess. 

Ilookeddown,Ireallywasfeelingbadand

everythinghewassayingwastrue. 

Thando:Youknowwhatyourproblemis? 

Ilookedathim. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Youlikelettingwhatpeoplesayaffect

youwhenit'sjustnoneofyourbusiness.

Someone'sopinion,nomatterhowtrue,

shouldn'tmattertoyou. 



Isighed.Itseemedasifheknewexactlywhat

happened.HowcouldKamogelostoopsolow

though?Imeanit'sreallynotwhatIexpected

fromhimbutagain,hedidlietomeregarding

ThulisoIshouldknowIcanneverknowwhatto

expect. 

Me:YourightandIreallyfeelbad. 

Thando:ThatKamogelokidneedstostayinhis

lanethough. 

Me:Howdidyou..? 

Thando:Itdoesn'tmatter.Hejustneedsto

moveonwithhislifeandletyoube. 

Me:Youright,hedoes.So,it'strue? 

Thando:What? 

Me:Youcheatedonyourfiancee? 

Thando:Whathedidn'ttellyouisthathappened

sixyearsago,Iwasonly23anddefinitelynot

readyformarriage.AllI'msayingis,that'smy

pastandyou'remypresentandfuture,don'tlet



anyoneruinus,ruinthis. 

Me:Okay,it'sfine.Iactuallyregretlettinghim

gettome.Imissedyousomuch. 

Thando:Allbecauseofspace. 

Me:YouneverLettingthisgo,areyou? 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Never.IthinkIalsowantsomespace. 

Ilookedathimandhewasserious. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Iwantsomespaceinyourheart.

Ilaughed,hereallyhadmethere.Hecameto

standinfrontofme,thengavemehishand. 

Thando:Comewithme. 

Itookitandweleft,headingtohisbedroom.I

satdownonthebedandhesatnexttomethen

heldmyhands.Ilookedathim. 

Thando:Youknow,eversincewhathappened



withmyengagement,Ijusttoldmyselftonever

committosomeoneunlessI'mreallysure

aboutit.Turnsout,Iwasn'ttheonlyone

cheatingsoshedidn'tdumpme,weboth

agreedtoendthings. 

Me:So,thismeansyoucouldhavebeen

marriedbynow,hadthingsworkedout? 

Thando:Yeahbuttheydidn'tandhereamI. 

Me:Can'tbelieveyouwereengagedwhenIwas

like13.

Hechuckledandpulledmycheek. 

Thando:Whenyoulostyourvirginity. 

Me:Hey!Iwas14whenthathappened. 

Thando:Sameshittome. 

Ipunchedhimlightlyandhechuckled. 

Me:That'snotnice. 

Thando:Shouldhavebeenme. 

Me:Thatwouldhavebeenstatutoryrape. 



Helaughed. 

Thando:Notifyouenjoyedit. 

Me:WhatgivesyoutheguaranteeIwould

have? 

Thando:Icanonlyshowyouthenyoudecide. 

Me:Oh? 

Thando:Yes. 

Me:Azisheke. 

Helaughed,probablybecauseofthewayIsaid

it. 

Hestoodup,Iwaswatchinghimandmademe

alsostandup.Hishandswenttomywaist,and

hepressedourbodiestogetherbeforehe

leaneddownandkissedme,slowly. 

Hishandswenttomybuttandsqueezeditas

Hebroughtusevenmorecloser,makingme

feelhiserection. 

Heliftedmeupthenlaidmeonthebed,hetook



offhistopthengotontopofme.Iwasjust

lookingathim.Hecametomyneckkissedit,

leavingbitesbeforetakingoffmytopthen

kissedthetopofmybreasts,IbitmylipasI

enjoyedwhathistouchwasdoingtomybody,

inthiscase,hislips. 

Heunhookedmybrathentookitoff,allowing

myerectbreaststospringfreely. 

Thando:They'rebeautiful. 

Hesaid,takingamomenttoadmirethemwhich

madememorearose. 

Hethenstartedsuckineachofthem,while

lookingatmeandImoanedbecausethe

pleasurewastoomuchandIwasgettingmore

andmorewet. 

Hethenkissedmeallthewaytomystomach

andbelowmybellybutton. 

Helookedatmebeforetakingoffmyshorts.I

bitmylip,Iwassohorny,it'snotevenfunny. 



Hebrushedmypussy,justontopofmypanty.

HewasteasingmeandIreallywasrunningout

ofpatience. 

Heslowlytookoffmypanties,withhisteeth

andthatwassuchasexythingtowatch. 

Thando:Yousowet. 

Hesaid,lookingatmewithasmirkandI

blushed. 

Hisfingertrailedonmynuna,thenIfeltittrying

tomakeitswayinside.Igaspedashestarted

tofingerfuckme,ithadbeenquiteawhile. 

IclosedmyeyesasImoaned,feelinghis

tonguealsoeatmesimultaneously, withno

knowledgeofhowhewasabletomultitasklike

that. 

HecametomyfaceafterIcame,nopun

intended,andkissedmeandIjustgotwet

again. 

Thando:Youready? 



Me:Iam. 

Thando:Sayit. 

Me:I'mready. 

Henoddedthentookoffhisshortsandbriefs.

AllInmymindIwasthinkingandreallyhopingit

doesn'thurt.

Iwouldn'tbeabletohandlethat.Ithadbeen

aboutfouryearssinceIlasthadsex,andIhad

onlyhadittwicewithtwoguys.

Hespreadmylegswidebeforehetriedentering

meandIscreamed,ithurt. 

Thando:Justrelax. 

Iswalloweddeeplybeforehetriedagain,andI

toldmyselftojustbestrongcauseitsurehurt

morethanbreakingmyvirginity. 

Hekeptontryingasthetearsjustfell,itwas

helluvapainfulandwhenallhisdickwas

through,hedidn'tmovebutlookedatme

instead. 



Thando:Youokay? 

Inodded.IwasinpainbutIwantedthis,as

muchashedid.IaskedforthisandIwasn't

backingoutnow. 

Thando:Ineedtohearyoutellme.

Me:I'mokay. 

Hekissedmewithhisdickstillinsideofmefor

awhileandthekissjustgotmemoreinthe

moodandIforgotaboutthepainforawhile. 

Thando:Yousotight. 

HesaidbeforehestartedtomoveandIfeltthe

painchangeintopleasure.

.

Me:Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletowalk 

Hechuckled,hewasfindingthisfunnybutI

wasn't,myvaginawasreallyonfire. 

Thando:You'llbefine. 

Heperkedmylips,Ifoldedmyarms.Wewere



stilllayingonthebed,justafterouramazing

lovemaking. 

Forthefirsttime,Ididn'tregret,infact,Ifelt

moreinlovewithhim. 

Thando:So,wasIright? 

Iblushed. 

Me:Yes. 

Thando:ThankYouforgivingmeyourvirginity. 

Me:Iwasn'ta-

Thando:Youbled. 

Hesaid,withagrin. 

Me:Idid. 

Thando:Yep. 

Ifreakedoutandmanagedtogetoutofbedin

thespeedoflight,IevenforgotIwasinpain. 

Helaughedatme,Ilookedatthesheetsandhe

wasright. 



Me:I'llwashthemnow,getoff. 

Thando:No. 

Me:It'smybloodLuthando,getoffandletme

getthiscleaned.It'snothygienic. 

Thando:Younotcleaningthissheets,I'mthe

onewhodidthistoyousoI'llfigureitout. 

Me:Please. 

Thando:No. 

Hegotupfromthebedtoo. 

Thando:Let'sgoshower. 

Inoddedandhepickedmeupbridalstyleand

weleft.

It'sonlywhenwewereinsidetheshowerthat

heputmedown. 

Althoughhetriedbutnothinghappenedinthe

shower,Irefusedbecausethepainwasstilltoo

much. 

WedriedandlotionedthenIjustworehisT-



shirtwithnounderwear. 

Thando:Youlooksexy. 

Hesaid,bitinghislip.Igiggled. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Thando:Youspendingthenight? 

Me:Ican'tgohomeWalkinglikeatortoise. 

Thando:Youknowwhatwillmakeitbetter? 

Me:What? 

Thando:Doingitagain. 

Me:Wahlanya! 

Hechuckled. 

Myphonebeeped,Itookitfromthebedside. 

WewereinbedandIwaslayinginhischest,I

couldn'tgoanywhereagain. 

Thando:ShouldIordersomefood? 

Me:Please,I'msohungry. 



Henoddedthengotoutfrombed.Itwasa

facebooknotification. 

"Thulitaggedyouandtwoothersinapost"

Me:Interesting. 

Isaid,loggingintofacebookandmyjaw

dropped. 

.
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"Confessionofagirlwhowasjustinlove

ItallstartedashimsavingMefromtheworld.

Hewaskindofmyknightinshiningarmor,

therewhenIhadnoone.Iwasmerelya

teenager,attheageof14Andheshowedme

love.Iwasnewinschoolwithnofriendsand

absolutelywithnoonehavinganyinterestinme

buthedid.Bythen,Iknewnothingaboutloveor

even,beinginarelationship.IguesswhatI'm

tryingtosayis,hetaughtmeallIknow.It'ssafe

tosayhewasmyfirst,inallthatyoucan



imagine. 

Itwasn'tloveatfirstsight.Westartedoutas

friendsAndastimewenton,wegotmore

closerandeventuallyfellinlove.Iguessthe

feelingwasn'tmutual.Ikeptthinkinghe'dcome

backtomebutIguesshewasjustatypical

fuckboy,bangedmyassthenlookedfor

someoneprobablybetter. 

Ican'tevencountthemanytimeIwenttobed

cryingbecauseofhim.Iblamemyevilheartfor

everlovinghimthismuch.Evilbecause,well,

ourlovewasjusttoxic.Idon'tknowwhatIwas

thinkingbutwhenIfellpregnant,Ithoughthe'd

finallybeminealone. 

Youmightthink"Shetrappedhim"butNahNah,

Ilovedhim.Igavemyalltohimandstupidme

evenlethimhititraw.WhenIlostthebaby,I

lostabigpartofme. 

Icouldn'tlosehimtoo,Iwouldn'tallowmyself

tothenIletthedevilwhisperintomyear.So



muchforbeingaChristianIknowbutIwas

desperate.Ifyou'vebeeninloveasIhavebeen,

you'dunderstand. 

HewastheonlymanIknewandtheonlyone

whomademebelieveinmyself,whoshowed

melove.Ihadtheprivilegeofowningaphone

thathadthemeasureofinternetsoIwentto

google.Youknowwhattheysay"Desperate

timescallfordesperatemeasures"

Whatmadesensethenwasabloodcovenant

butIdidn'tknowwhichextentitwentto.HadI

knownhowitwasnotonlyphysicallybutsoul

andspiritualbinding,Iwouldn'thavegone

throughwithit.Imanagedtoconvincethelove

ofmylifeaboutitandheagreed.Ididn'teven

knowthatunfortunately,Ihadascarredwomb.

Theconditionwas,ifwepart,wewon'tbeable

toevenhavechildrenwithotherpartners. 

Ididn'tthinkhe'dleave,Ithoughthewasmine

TohaveforeternitybutIwaswrong.WhenI



was15,doinggrade9,hecheatedsomuch

thatwedecidedtohaveanopenrelationship

becausetheheartachewasjusttoomuchfor

metodealwith.Heagreed. 

LittledidIknowthatayearlater,thingswould

changeforever.Hedidn'tseemethesame

anymore.Hedidn'tlovemelikebeforeandmy

mindjustwentcrazy,tryingtofindoutwhat

couldhavecausedthis. 

Shewasjustascared,innocentbeing.Ibecame

herfriendbecauseIcouldseehownoone

seemedinterestedinher.She,alsolikeIused

tobe,lackedconfidenceinherself.Icouldn't

understandwhyhe'dpreferherinsteadofme

butthenitclicked,hewantedtosaveherlikehe

didwithme. 

Allshesawinherselfwasanuglygirl.Shelet

meinonherstory,howshegrewuprunning

awaybecausenoonewantedher.Thestruggle

thatshefacedwithherfatherandhow



everyonecriticizedandridiculedher.She

openedherheartformebutItookthatfor

advantage.Shewasagoodfriendtome,loved

me,caredandwasalwaysthereforme.But

becauseofmyselfishnessandevildesires,I

tookadvantageofthat.IliedtoherAndIwasin

toodeeptogobackfromthat. 

NokubongaKhensaniDlamini,youdidn't

deservethatandI'msorry.Youagoodperson,

beautifulinsideandoutwithagoodheart.I'm

sorry,deeplyfromthebottomofmyheart.You

weregoodtomeandevenmymotherknew

that.Ican'tcountthenumberoftimesshe's

askedaboutyouandnowIrealizeIlostagood

friend. 

Kamogelo,I'mreallysorry.Whatyouhadwith

KhensaniwasverypowerfulandIregretever

ruiningthat.Iguessyouweren'tminetohave.

Whenyoubrokeupwithme,Ifeltmywhole

worldclosingdownonme.Thetruthis,you

weremyworld.Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself.I



contemplatedsuicidesomanytimesbutIjust

couldn't.I'msorryforstandinginyourwayof

trueloveandIknowyouloveKhensani,thelove

youtwoshareisjustoutofthisworld. 

Truthis,Iwaswrong.Iwasjustinloveofthe

ideaofhavingacute,handsomeboylookmy

way.Hegavemeattentionandgrowingup

withoutthat,Ifounditinthewrongplace. 

Khen,I'mbeggingyoufromthebottomofmy

heart.PleaseforgiveKamo,he'smiserable

withoutyou.Ibelieveyoutheonlyonewhocan

helpbreakthiscovenantandIprayImoveon

fromthis."

Thando:Whyyoucrying? 

IheardhimbutIjustcouldn'treply.Allalong,I

thoughtThuliwasthebadpersoninthisbutlike

me,shehadalsosuffered.Allbecauseoflove,

thesamelovethatmademegiveupmy

virginityattheageoffourteen.Wehadbeenfed

withthewrongideaoflove. 



AsItriedwipingthetears,theykeptonfalling.

Thulididn'tdeservethisandapartofmewas

mad,whycouldn'tKamojustbehonest? 

Thingswouldhavebeendifferentnow.Nowit

allmadesense,thedreamIhadbeenhaving.I

can'tblameThuliforwhatthedevildidwith

her. 

Istillhadmyphoneonmyhands,Ifeltbetrayed.

Thingscouldhavebeendifferentnow.But

again,IhadLuthandoandIbelievedthings

workedoutforthebest. 

Thando:Baby? 

IgavehimmyphonebecauseIjustwouldn'tbe

abletoexplain.NoweveryoneknewandInever

wantedsomuchattentiononme.Whycouldn't

shejustinboxmeinsteadofputtingitalloutfor

theworldtosee? 

Whydidmylifehavetogetthiscomplicated?I

mean,thingsweregoingsowelluntilthis

happened. 



Hedidn'tsayanythingbutinsteadpulledme

andIcriedinhisarms.Itrustedherandnow,

nowshetoldeveryoneaboutme,Aboutwhat

Kamodid. 

Iknowithappenedtwoyearsagobutsomehow,

Itallcameback.IcriedtillIeventuallyfell

asleep. 

Wakingup,thesunwasblazinguphigh.My

headwasheavy,probablyfromallthecrying

andbringingitfromthepillow,Ihadamajor

headache. 

"Hey"

Hesaid,gettingintheroomwithatray.Icould

feelthatmyeyeswereheavytooandprobably

swollen. 

Thando:Yougood? 

HekissedmeontheforeheadandIjust

shrugged.Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis,

thewholeworldknowingaboutmylifewasn't



somethingIwanted.Icouldn'tevenreadthe

commentscauseeverythingwasjust

overwhelmingforme. 

Thando:Ibroughtyousomebreakfast.Please

eatafewspoonfulssoyoucandrinksome

morningafterpillsandpainkillers. 

Me:Wait..What? 

Thando:Wedidn'tuseprotectionandIknow

younotreadyforababy. 

Me:Wedidn't? 

Ihadn'teventhoughtaboutthat.Ihadnever

hadsexwithoutprotectionandIstilldidn't

knowhowIletthishappen. 

Anyway,Ihadalotonmymindnow. 

Thando:Yeah,anyway,justeat. 

Me:I'mnothungry. 

Thando:Youneversaynotofood. 

Me:Luthandoplease. 



Thando:Justafewspoonfulssoyoucandrink

thepills. 

Inoddedandstartedeating.Ididn'thavean

appetitesoIjustforcedthefoodthrough.Ieven

finishedtheplateanddrankthepills. 

IwenttotakeabathafterthenbecauseI

neededtogohome.Imissedmyfather,I

missedKitsoandofcourse,littleBandile. 

IdriedthenlotionedwhenIwasdone. 

Thando:Igotyousomeclothes. 

Me:Thanks. 

Iworethebraandpantiesthenthesimple

denimdressthenworemyshoes.Iwasfeeling

alittlebetterdownthere. 

Thedrivehomewassilent.Icouldn'tevenpost

asimplepictureonfacebookbecauseIknew

peoplewereprobablylookingatmedifferently

now. 

Thando:Yougonnabeokay? 



Me:Ithinkso. 

Hekissedmylipsandmyforeheadthenopened

thedoorfrominsideandIgotout. 

IwenttothekitchenwhereIpouredmyselfa

glassoficecoldwater. 

"Youokay?"

IgotstartledandevendroppedtheglassIwas

holdingAnditshatteredintopieces. 

Me:I-I'msorryaboutthat.. 

Ibentdowntotryandpickupthepiecesbut

theycutmeinsteadAndIhadtoattendtomy

bloodwound. 

Kitso:Pleaseleavethat,I'llcleanitup. 

Igotup,thenranthetaponmyfinger.Itwas

justaslitbutthebloodjustkeptonflowing. 

Dad:Whathappenedhere? 

Me:I..I-It'smyfault. 

Dad:What'swrongNono? 



Me:It'sjust..Myhandgotcutbyaglasspiece. 

Kitsowasdarlingenoughtocomeupwitha

firstaidkidandputaplasteronmywoundafter

cleaningup. 

IwasnowintheloungewithmyfamilyandI

knewIhadtosaysomething. 

IknewIwouldn'tbeabletodealwiththisalone,

Ineededsomehelpfromsomeoneandright

now,Ihadthem. 

Iwasscared.Ididn'twannagoback,Ihad

comesofarandbeingremindedofeverything

broughtanuneasyfeeling. 

Me:AllIcansayis,mypasthasbeenairedin

publicforalltosee. 

Kitso:I'msorry. 

Me:It'sfineit'sjust..Ididn'tthinkitwillallcome

outsosoon.

Dad:Youknow,youdon'thavetoletthisbring

youdown.It'syourpastyesbutlookatthe



brightside.Youabeautiful,youngwomanwho

didn'tletherpastinfluenceherinabadway.

Peoplearealwaysgonnatalksoitshouldn't

mattertoyou.Attheendoftheday,lifegoes

on. 

Me:Actually,youright.Ineedtodosomething

now. 

Them:What? 

Me:Ineedclosure. 

Theylookedateachotherthenatme,confused.

Ididn'tsayanythingbutjustgotup,Ileftmy

phoneinthechargerasIwalkedtoKamogelo's

crib. 

Heowedmesomeanswersandnowwasthe

time.

Iknockedacoupleoftimesinhisroom.He

opened,lookinglikeamess.Hiseyeswere

bloodshotredanditlookedlikehehadbeen

drinking.Thesmellalsowasn'tpleasant. 



Gettingin,Iopenedhiscurtainssosomeair

couldgetin.

Me:Youlooklikeamess. 

Kamo:Iguessyousawthattoo. 

Apartofmewaslike"Duuh!Iwastaggedinit"

butno,Iwasn'tabouttokickahorsewhileit's

down. 

Me:Idid.I'llprepareyouabath,youstink. 

OnemightthinkI'mafool,doingthisforhim

afterallhedidbutIdidn'twanttoholdagrudge.

Somehow,hewasalsofeelinglikeIwas. 

Iwenttohisbathroomandpreparedhisbath.I

calledhimwhenIwasdone. 

Hedidn'tdecline,Ilefthimtoitandstarted

cleaningaroundhisroom. 

HecamewhenIwasalmostdonethenIwent

outsohecouldgetdressed. 

Kamo:Youcancomeback. 



Hewaswearingsomesweatpantsandavest

withhisAdidassandals. 

Iwentbackinanditactuallysmeltbetter. 

Kamo:Ican'tbelieveyouhere,aftereverything. 

Me:Hardtobelieveformetoo. 

Kamo:I'mreallysorryaboutwhatIdidthattime.

Itwasnotmyplacetotellyouabouthimorhis

pastforthatmatter. 

Me:That'snotthereasonI'mhere. 

Kamo:Ohyeah.Ineededtotakethatout

though. 

Me:It'sokay,Iforgiveyou. 

Kamo:Ireallyneverdeservedyou. 

Ihuffed.INeededtogettotherealreasonwhyI

washere.Itookadeepbreaththenlookedat

him. 

Me:Why? 

Atfirst,hedidn'tknowwhatIwastalkingabout.



IcouldseeconfusioninhiseyesbutIneededto

know. 

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme? 

Iasked,almostasawhisper.Ihadbeenhonest

tohimaboutmylife,Ineededtoknowwhyhe

founditimpossibletodothesame. 

Hedidn'tsayanythingforawhilebeforehe

clearedhisthroatandfinallyspoke. 

Kamo:Ifeltashamed.Iwasstupid,trustmeI

thoughtoftellingyoubutjustcouldn'tbring

myselftoit.HowwasIgoingtosayit?Ohh..

Khen,ImadeabloodcovenantwithThuliand

that'swhyIcan'tleaveher?Iloveyou,Ireallydo.

Alwayshaveandalwayswill.Mybiggestfear

wasalwayslosingyouandIreallythoughtIwas

protectingyou,protectingus.

Me:Wecouldhavefoundawayaroundthis.We

couldhavedealtwiththistogether,asacouple.

Iwouldhaveunderstood.Comeon,youknow

mebetterthanthis. 



Hetookadeepbreath. 

Kamo:IknowandIneverwantedyoutofindout

thisway.Ifeelsobad.Aboutthis,about

everything.Itriedworkingoutwaystobreak

thiscovenantsoIcancomebackforyoubutI

justcouldn't. 

Me:I..Ihadadreamaboutthis,Ijustdidn't

thinkitwasyou. 

Kamo:Adream? 

Me:Yes.Itoldmypastorandwell,it'sallIn

God'shandsnow.

Kamo:Eversinceyouleftme,I'veneverhad

peace.Iregreteverlyingtoyou,everbreaking

yourheart.Truthis,youaremyfirstlove. 

Me:I'msorry.I'lltryasmuchasIcantohelp

youthroughthis. 

Kamo:ThankYou.Youreallyhaveagood

heart. 

Me:Youdon'thavetothankme. 



Kamo:It'samazinghowyoucanstillgetmeto

doasyouwishaftertwoyears. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Youwerestinking.Plusyoulookmuch

betternow. 

Kamo:Thanksforcleaningaroundhere,Ididn't

havethestrength. 

Me:Youwelcome. 

Kamo:He'sagoodman. 

Me:Who? 

Kamo:Luthando.Youevenglowing,showshe's

goodforyou. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Kamo:IpromiseIwon'tstandinyourwayof

happinessfromnowon.Asmuchasithurtsto

seeyouhappywithsomeoneelse,aslongas

youhappythenI'mgood. 

Me:ThankYou.Ihopeyoufindsomeonetoo,



who'dloveyoumorethanIeverdid. 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:IdoubtIeverwill.You'llalwayshavemy

heart. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Eitherway.Iwannaseeyouhappytoo. 

Kamo:Friends? 

Me:Friends? 

Wesharedahandshake. 

Me:Asyourfriend,Ithinkyoushouldtakeit

easyonthebottle. 

Helaughed. 

Kamo:Iwon'targuewiththat,Ifeellikehell. 

Me:Suitsyou. 

Kamo:Hey! 

Hesaid,pushingmelightly.Ichuckled. 

Me:It'sthetruththough. 



Kamo:Fairenough,I'llstop. 

Me:Goodchoice. 

Kamo:Soyougonnaalsocookforme? 

Me:I'mnotyourwife. 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Itwasworthatry. 

.
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OnSunday,Iwokeupandgotreadyforchurch.

IhaddecidedtoputeverythingbehindmeandI

neverevenbotheredtoreadthecommentson

thepost,theywerejustgoingtoderailme.Ijust

didn'tcare. 

IhadbeencontemplatinggoingtoseeThulibut

Ihadn'treachedaconclusionyet.Maybeafter

churchbutI'lljustsee.Istilldidn'tknowhowI

wasgoingtofaceherafterthisbutagain,she

neededtoknowIforgiveher.Itwasnouse



clingingontothepastnow. 

IhadjusttakenashowersoIdriedthen

lotioned.Iworeamustarddresswithbeige

heels.IbrushedmyweavewhichIreallyneeded

totakeoutnowsoIwasgoingtoaskdadfor

somemoney.Iworehoopearrings,tookmy

bagwithmyBibleandeverythingincludingmy

phonethenleft. 

Me:Morning. 

Dad&Kitso:Morningbaby. 

Isatdownanddishedupformyself.

Me:Sodad? 

Dad:Yes? 

Me:Iwasthinkingofdoingmyhair,it'sbeena

while. 

Dad:MinaNgingenaphilapho? 

Me:Youmyfatherandsoleproviderofmy

needs. 



Dad:Youdon'tevenask. 

Me:Dad,canyoupleasegivememoneytodo

myhair? 

Dad:It'shightimeyouhadabankaccountnow.

Whatnineteenyearolddoesn'thaveone? 

Me:Actually,I'veneverthoughtofthat. 

Dad:We'llgotogethersoyoucanopenone.

Thatway,I'lljusttransfermoneytoyouvia

mobilebanking. 

Me:ThenIdomyhair. 

Dad:Yes,thattoo. 

Inoddedandateovermeaningless

conversations.Kitsowasn'tcomingwithusso

webidherfarewellthenleft. 

TheservicewasheartfeelingasusualandIfelt

alotofburdenhavingupliftedfrommy

shoulders. 

Iactuallyfeltlikeanewperson.Iwasatthe



doorwithmyfatherwhilegreetingotherchurch

members,somethingIhardlyeverdo. 

Ps:Howwastheservicetoday? 

Ismiled.Wehadjustshookhands.Itwasmy

pastor. 

Me:Itwasamazing. 

Ps:Youenjoyed? 

Me:Somuch.Ifitwasuptome,Iwouldhave

wantedittogoonwithoutceasing. 

HechuckledandIjoinedhim. 

Ps:That'swonderfulmydaughter.It'sgoodto

seepeopleenjoyingtheprivilegeofbeinginthe

presenceofGod.

Me:Indeedandit'smarvelous. 

Ps:Haveyoudecidedwhereyougoingto

pursueyourstudies? 

Me:Notyet.I'mactuallystillwaitingforresults

daythenI'lltakeitfromthere



Henodded. 

Ps:Anymoredreams? 

Me:Umm..Notreally.ThoughIknownowwho

thepeopleinthecovenantare. 

Ps:That'sgood.Thatmakesthingseasier,

moreespeciallyifthey'rebothWillingtobreak

it. 

Me:Ithinkso. 

Ps:We'lltalk. 

Inoddedthenleftwithmyfather,tohiscar.We

drovehomewhileconversingabouttoday's

service.

Dad:Youseehowmuchyouweremissingout

becauseofyourunbelief? 

Ichuckled.Didhereallyhavetogothere? 

Me:Isee.Now,Ialwayswishtheservicecould

justgoonnje. 

Helaughed. 



Dad:Iknow.Kitsowasreallyanangelwho

changedmyperceptionoflifeandofGod. 

Me:Shewasreallyheavensent. 

Dad:ReasonwhyIlovehersomuch. 

Me:Shelovesyoutoo. 

Dad:Youknow,IneverreallythoughtIcould

loveagaintillshecameintomylife.Shedidn't

seemeasoldorpoorbutjustacceptedmeasI

wasandhelpedmebecomeabetterman. 

Me:Youknowwhattheysay,'Behindevery

successfulmanisawoman'orsomething

aroundthoselines. 

Hechuckledandparkedthecar.Wehadarrived

athome.Igotoutthenwentstraighttomy

room,myfeetwerekillingme.Itookaquick

shower,thenworeasimplefloraldresswith

sleeperthenwenttothediningroom. 

KitsowasjustabouttosetupforlunchsoI

helpedher. 



Wesatdowninourtable,saidGraceand

startedeating.WeweregettingalongandIwas

happy. 

Me:Ummdad,Kitso 

Theystoppedwhattheyweredoingandlooked

atme. 

Me:I'mthinkingofgoingtoseeThuli. 

Kitso:That'sUmm..Why? 

Me:SheneedstoknowIforgaveherfor

everythingandIjustwanttoputitallbehind

me. 

Dadlookedatmewithasmirk. 

Dad:That'sbigofyoubaby,I'mproudofyou. 

Me:Thanks.There'snousestayingmadather

whileIforgaveKamo. 

Dad:Youdid? 

Theydidn'tknowaboutthecovenantorme

goingtoseehim.



Me:Yesandwefriendsnow. 

Kitso:HowdoesLuthandofeelaboutthat? 

Me:Hedoesn'thaveaproblemwithit. 

Dad:That'sgoodbaby.ThatKamogelokid

betterstayinhislaneor 

Me:Haidad. 

Welaughed.Iwashedthedishesbeforetaking

ataxitoThuli'splace. 

DadofferedtodrivemetherebutItoldhimthat

wasn'tnecessary. 

Igotoffrightathergate,Ihadn'tbeenherefor

twoyears.Thehousewasprettymuchstillthe

same. 

Irangtheintercomandtheyopenedupforme.I

didn'tevenhavetoknock. 

Thuli:Ican'tbelieveit'syou.

Me:Intheflesh. 

Thuli:Please,comein. 



ShemadespaceformeandIgotin.Theirhome

isjustamazing,outofthisworld. 

ThehelpcametousandaskedifIwanted

anything. 

Me:Somejuice,withice. 

Shenoddedandleft. 

Me:Isawyourpost. 

IfeltIhadtocutrighttothechase,more

especiallybecausewenotfriendsanymore. 

Ididn'thateherbutIdoubtI'dbeabletotrust

heragain.That'ssomethingIcannotignore

Thuli:Ifeelbadabouteverything. 

Shesaid,lookingdown.Themaidgavememy

juiceandIthankedherthensheleft. 

Me:It'sokay.ThoughIdidn'tthinkyou'dexpose

melikethat. 

Thuli:Ideletedthepost. 

Me:oh? 



Thuli:Yes. 

Shechuckledandlookedup. 

Thuli:YouknowKagisanoalmoststrangledme

todeathaboutit.ApparentlyK-morewasall

lockedupinhisroom,drinkingandrefusingto

getout. 

Me:Hewasmess. 

Shelookedatme,alittleconfused. 

Me:Iwenttoseehim. 

Thuli:Oh.Youguysweresogoodtogether. 

Me:Yeah,butgoodthingsalwayscometoan

end. 

Thuli:Tothinkitusedtobeus.(Sigh)Now

there'snothingtoholdontoanymore. 

Me:Ittookmemorethanayeartomoveon.All

I'msayingis,itwon'tbeeasyforyoutoo.More

especiallysinceyouhadbeentogetherformore

thanthreeyears. 



Shesighedthensmiledfaintly. 

Thuli:Youright.Lettinghimgowasthefirst

step. 

Me:Yousee?Eventually,you'llgetthere. 

Thuli:It'sgoodtoseeyousoconfident.Ifeelso

littlenow. 

Me:Thistooshallpass. 

Iheldherhandinassurance.Ididn'thateher

andsomehow,Icouldfeelherpain.Shehad

actedstrongsomanytimeswhileshewas

breakinginside.Itcouldn'thavebeeneasyfor

hertowatchmewithKamogelowhileknowing

howmuchsheloveshim. 

Me:Ijustwantedtotellyouthat,Iforgiveyou. 

Shelookedatmeasifshedidn'tbelieveIsaid

that,tearsfilledhereyesandshequicklywiped

themoff. 

Thuli:Idon'tdeservethis. 



Ismiled. 

Me:Youdo.There'snouseholdingontothe

past. 

Thuli:ThankYou,somuch. 

Me:It'smypleasure.Tellme,where'syourdad? 

Thuli:he'satwork. 

Me:OnaSunday? 

Shechuckled. 

Thuli:He'smarriedtohisjob. 

Me:Walkmeout. 

Ifinishedmyglassofjuiceandweleft.

Me:Regardlessofeverything,youstillmyfirst

truefriend. 

Thuli:Althoughitwasallbasedonevilagendas,

I'mreallysorry. 

Me:It'sokay.Forgiveyourselftoo. 

Thuli:Thanksforcoming. 



Me:It'sapleasure. 

IwavedhergoodbyeasIgotintothetaxi. 

"Youfriendsagain?"

It'sonlythenthatIrealizedIwasaloneinhis

taxi. 

Me:Youstalkingmeorsomething? 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Don'tflatteryourselfbabygirl. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Whatyoudoinghere? 

Thando:Iwasvisitingsomefriends. 

Me:Ijustcametotalkthingsthroughwithher. 

Thando:That'sgoodbaby. 

Me:Wenotfriendsthough.Idoubtwecanever

be. 

Thando:Youdon'ttrusther? 

Me:Notevenalittlebit. 



Thando:It'sunderstandablethough-

Me:Holdthatthought. 

ItwasmyphoneringingwhichIanswered

immediately. 

Me:Hi. 

"Hellochommie"

Ichuckled,itwasKamogelo. 

Me:Wheredidyougetmynumber? 

Kamo:Ihadyournumbertheminuteyou

changedSims. 

Me:Youlie!

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Forreal.IjustneveruseditcauseIknew

youwouldn'thaveanswered. 

Me:Andnowthatwefriends,youtaking

advantage? 

Kamo:Friendscheckoneachotheronceina



while. 

Me:Stillonthat,howareyou? 

Kamo:I'mactuallyalotbetter.Iwentto

church. 

Me:That'samazing.I'mproudofyou. 

Kamo:It'sallthankstoyou. 

Me:That'swhatfriendsarefor. 

Kamo:Thisfriendzonethough. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Bettergetusedtoit. 

Kamo:I'llgetthere.Yougood? 

Me:Iam,thanks. 

Kamo:I'mglad.Takecare. 

Me:Youtoo. 

Kamo:Iloveyou. 

Igiggled. 



Me:Bye. 

Webothhungupatthesametime. 

Thando:Whowasthat? 

IhadevenforgottenIwasstillinhistaxi. 

Me:Oh,Kamogelo. 

Thando:Youguysweretalkinglikelovers. 

Me:Wejustfriends. 

Thando:He'syourexwho'sstillverymuchin

lovewithyou. 

Me:AndI'minlovewithyou.Heagreedtoback

off. 

Thando:Yesbutforhowlong? 

Me:Pleaselet'snotmakeabigdealoutofthis. 

Thando:Whateveryouwant. 

Me:Youmad? 

Thando:WhywouldIbe? 

Me:Baby,don'tmakehimathreatInour



relationship. 

Thando:Ifheevertriesamoveonyou,I'llkill

himmyself. 

HesaiditwithsomuchauthoritythatIfeltmy

Heartskipabeat. 

Ididn'tsayanything.WhatcouldIpossiblysay? 

.

.
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Heparkedrightatthegate.Ididn'tsayanything,

Iwasabouttogetoffonlytofindthatthedoor

islocked.

Ilookedathimandhegavemeapanty

droppingsmirk,Itriedmyallnottoblush.God,I

lovethisman. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Yousupposetopayforataxi. 

Me:WhyungashoVele? 



Irolledmyeyesinwardlythentookoutaten

randnote.Hejustlookedatit. 

Me:Haibo,whatnow?

Thando:Youcan'tbepregnantalreadyso

what'swiththeattitude? 

Me:MaybeI'mPMSingorsomething. 

Hesighed. 

Thando:WhatamIgoingtodowithyou? 

Ichuckled.Hekissedmeonthecheekthen

openedthedoor,Igotout. 

Kitso:Howdiditgo? 

SheaskedimmediatelywhenIgotinsidethe

house. 

Isatdownnexttoher,shewasmaking

Bandile'sbottle.

Me:Good.ShewassincereandItoldherI

forgiveher. 

Kitso:That'sgood.It'sbeentwoyears,you



wouldn'thavebeenabletomoveonwithallthat

baggage. 

Me:Yeah,itwaslongoverdue. 

Kitso:I'mproudofyou. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Thanks. 

Wesharedahug.IwenttowatchTVforthe

remainingtimeuntilIfelthungryandwentto

quicklymakesomethingtoeat.Turnsout,I

wasn'ttheonlyonehungry. 

Imademacaroniandcheesefordinner.I

dishedupwhenIwasdone. 

Dad:Youshouldwakeupearlytomorrow.I

don'twanttospendmywholedayinabank

queue. 

Me:Yesdad. 

Kitso:Plusit'sthefestiveseason,tendstoget

busy. 



Dad:Exactlyandit'sthe30thtomorrow. 

Me:Igetitguys. 

Theylaughed.Kitsohelpedwiththedishesafter

whileIbidthemfarewellandwenttomyroom. 

Ichangedintomypyjamasandgotintobed

withmyphone. 

Thando:CanIseeyoutomorrow? 

Me:Yousawmetoday. 

Weweretalkingoverwhatsapp.Morelike

chattingandIwasgladhecouldn'tseeme

causethatmeantIgottomakewhateverfaces

Iwantandrollmyeyescountlesstimes. 

Iwasjustteasinghim.Idon'tknow,Ilike

pressinghisbuttons,it'sintriguingforme. 

Thando:SeemsIdidn'tdoenoughdamageto

yourpussy.

Me:Itstillhurts. 

Insteadofreplying,hecalledandIlaughedfirst



beforeanswering.Itwasavideocall. 

Me:Hey. 

Thando:Whydoyoudisrespectmesomuch

Khensani? 

Me:DidI? 

Thando:ThewaybeoRing'anamlikeI'myour

littlebrother. 

Me:I'msorrybaba. 

Thando:So,amIseeingyouornot? 

Me:I'mgoingtodomyhairbutwegoingtothe

bankfirst. 

Thando:We? 

Me:Yes,DadandI. 

Thando:Whatfor? 

Me:He'sgoingtoopenanaccountforme. 

Thando:That'sagoodidea.I'llbeableto

transferyousomemoneyaswell. 



Me:That'snotnecessary. 

Thando:Youmygirlfriend,what'smineis

yours. 

Me:Igetthat.Likeyourcar,plusIhavea

license. 

Thando:OrIcouldjustbuyyouyourown. 

Igaspedandhechuckled. 

Thando:Closeyourmouthbeforefliesgetin

there. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:It'snight,whatflies? 

Thando:Youcanneverknow. 

Me:Haisuka. 

Thando:Yousayingyouwon'tbefree? 

Me:I'llseeyouatthedinneronWednesday. 

Thando:It'stoofar.I'llcomepickyouupfrom

thesalon. 



Me:I'llbewithdad. 

Thando:Trustme,youwon't. 

Me:Whyareyousosure? 

Thando:Youforgethehasajob. 

Me:Oh,that. 

Thando:Yes,nowstopbeingdifficult. 

Me:I'llcallyouwhenI'mdoneKe. 

Thando:That'smygirl. 

Ialmostrolledmyeyes. 

Thando:Youknow,IwishyouknewhowmuchI

loveyou. 

Me:YoualwaysremindmebabyandIloveyou

too. 

Thando:I'mjustwaitingforyoutobereadythen

wecanfinallygetmarried.I'mgettingold. 

Me:Youlooksoyoungthough. 

HechuckledandIlaughed. 



Thando:Saysanineteenyearoldwholooks

fifteen. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Hey,that'srude. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Sorrybaby.Ican'twaitforthetimeyou

carrymybabywithmyringonyourlefthand. 

Iblushed.Itwaseverything.Himseeingafuture

withmeinit,Ilovedit.Itmademeseehow

seriousheisaboutme,aboutus. 

Me:Metoo.WhenI'mworkingandgotmy

degree. 

Thando:Yes,ofcourse.Iwantyoutofollow

yourdreams,aslongI'mpartofthem. 

Me:Youarebaby. 

Thando:ThenI'mglad.Nowsleepbaby,I'llsee

youtomorrow. 

Me:WhosaidI'mtired? 



IyawnedAndhechuckled.Icoveredmyface

withmyhandandclickedmytongue. 

Thando:Goodnight. 

Me:Goodnightbaby. 

US:Iloveyou. 

Webothburstoutintolaughterandhungup.I

immediatelyputmyheadonthepillowand

sleepovercameme. 

Thefollowingday,Igotupthentookabath.

Fortunately,Iwasn'tlatebecausedadwas

goingtobreatheovermyneckaboutit. 

Aftertakingmybath,Idriedthenlotioned.I

worematchingbraandpanties.Ialsoworea

blackdenimanklegrazer,withadenimshirt

andacaponmyhead.IworewhiteSuperstar

thentookmybagandphone. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Isaid,itwasonlydadinthediningroom. 



Dad:Iwasabouttogetupandgowakeyou

myself. 

Hesaid,puttinghisnewspapernexttohimon

thetable. 

Me:Sorrytodisappointyou. 

Isatdownanddishedupsometoastandeggs

formyself. 

Me:Where'sKitso? 

Dad:Shewentbacktobedaftermaking

breakfast. 

Me:Oh. 

Dad:She'snotsick. 

Inodded.Afterbreakfast,weleft.Westarted

offatAbsaformycard. 

Wewaitedforhalfandhourbeforegettinghelp.

Peoplewakeupearlytogettothebankshame. 

Anhourlater,Ihadmycardinmyhand.

Somehow,Ifeltlikesomemillionaireeven



thoughitwasn'tablackcard. 

Dad:You'llcatchataxihomeright? 

Me:Yes. 

Dad:I'lltransfersomemoneytoyounow. 

Me:Okaydad. 

Wepartedways.Iwenttothesalonwhilehe

wenttohisworkplace.Myphonebeeped. 

Hehadsentmesomemoney.Iendedupdoing

mynails,justtobeladylike. 

Iwasgoingtosignupforladiessocceratthe

varsityI'mgoingtoenrollat.Iknewmybeing

captainwasgoingtocomehandyandagain,I

lovesoccer. 

Iwasdoinglongthintwistthatreachedmyass.

Theyhadtoremovemyweavethenwashmy

hairfirstthenstraightenitbecauseofthecurls.

Itwassolong. 

Anyway,Isatdownandwaitedforthemtodo



whattheywantasIwastalkingonmyphone.I

wasactuallychattingonwhatsapp. 

Kagi:Whateveryoudidtomybrotherhelped. 

Me:Ididnothing. 

Kagi:Really? 

Me:Yes. 

Kagi:Hemanagedtogetoutofhisroomfora

first,evendidanewhairstyleandstopped

drinkinghislifeaway. 

Me:I'mhappyforhim. 

Kagi:AndKhen,I'msorryabouttheLuthando

thing. 

Me:Waterunderthebridge. 

Kagi:Doesthismeanwecanstillhungout? 

Me:Idon'tknowaboutthat.Imean,youhate

myboyfriend. 

Kagi:He'sfriendswithmyboyfriend,Ican'thate

him. 



Me:Youdon'thavetosugarcoatitwithme. 

Kagi:IguesssomehowIletThutoandKamofill

myheadwithnonsense.Liaanewasevenmad

atme. 

Me:Howisitgoingwithyouguys? 

Kagi:Good.Wehavetroubleslikeanycouple

butotherthanthat,wegood. 

Me:How'sdatingawhiteguythen? 

Kagi: ￼ ￼  He'ssowild.Thethingshe

doestome. 

Me:Idon'tevenwannaimagine. 

Kagi:Girl!He'ssuchabeast. 

Me:Now,Icanimagine ￼

WecontinuedtalkingaboutLianneand

everythingwhileIdidmyhair.Ittookroughly

fourhoursandbythen,myasswaskillingme. 

Luthandohadcomeanhouragoandheended

uppayingforitbutIwasn'tbothered.More



moneyformetospend.Beingbrokesucksand

mydadisreallytrying. 

Thando:Youlookbeautiful. 

Me:Thanks. 

Hekeptlookingatmeoverandoveragain.And

Icouldn'tstopblushing.Myheadwasabit

painfulthough. 

Me:Myassiskillingme. 

Icomplainedandhesqueezedit.Iwassotired

fromsittingforthatlongandIwashungryas

well. 

Thando:ShouldImassageit? 

Me:I'mhungry. 

Thando:Let'sgotowimpy. 

HishandwasstillonmyassandIjustthought

hewastryingtomarkhisterritoryinaway. 

Thando:Youdidyournails? 

Me:Youonlynoticingnow? 



Iwavedmyhandonhisfaceandhechuckled. 

Thando:I'monlyaskingnow.They'renice. 

Igiggled. 

Me:TheysuitmeNeh. 

Thando:Yes. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek.Wegotinwimpy

andIorderedamilkshakeandsomebuffalo

wingswithchips. 

Thando:Somuchfood. 

Me:I'mhungry. 

Irolledmyeyes.Iwashungryandwell,hehas

nevercomplainedaboutmyfoodintake. 

Heorderedthesamemealthenweateovera

lightchat. 

Thando:Whereyougoingtomorrow? 

Me:Newyear'seveNeh 

Henodded 



Me:Notsure.MaybeBuhleandtheothersgot

somethinginmind. 

Thando:There'sthisNewyear'sevepartyatmy

friendsplace,Buhlewillbethere. 

Me:Okay. 

Thando:Pleasecomewithme. 

Me:I'llaskdad. 

Thando:Okaybaby. 

Aftereating,hepaidthenweleft.Iwassofull,I

feltlikesomepregnantwoman. 

Thando:Youshouldn'teatlikethat. 

Me:Younothelping. 

HewaslaughingatmeandIwastoofulltodo

anythingaboutit. 

Wedidsomegroceryshoppingforhimbefore

wecouldfinallyleave.Iwassotired. 

Thando:Iwishyoudidn'thavetogo. 



Me:Wegonnameettomorrowthough. 

Thando:Iknow,Ican'twait. 

Me:Metoo. 

Wesharedalong,passionatekisswhichleftus

bothbreathless. 

Thando:Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Igotoutandleft.Iwasjustabouttoopenthe

doorwhenIreceivedatextonmyphone. 

"Imissyoualreadyxoxo"

IgiggledasIlookedbackathimandwaved.He

droveoff. 

Icouldn'twaitfortomorrowandapartofme

actuallymissedKholiswa. 

Iknowwe'vejustmetbutIfeelsome

connectionwithher.She'smymotherafterall. 

.
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Me:Umm,dad? 

Dad:Yes. 

Me:Luthandoaskedmetogowithhimtothis

newyear'sevepartysoIwaswonderingifit's

coolwithyou. 

HelookedatKitsofirstthenbackatme. 

Dad:Ofcourse.Youdidn'thavetoaskbutyou

didandI'mglad.JustkeepitsafeNono. 

Igrinnedandhuggedhim. 

Me:Thanksdaddy. 

Dad:Youwelcomebaby. 

Hekissedmyforehead.Wewerehaving

breakfastbytheway. 

Me:Can'tbelieveyouguyshavebeenmarried

forayear. 

Theylookedateachotherthensmiled. 



Kitso:Hardtobelieveformetoo.Inever

thoughtwe'dgethere. 

Dad:Andyethereweare. 

Me:Youinspireme 

Dadlaughed. 

Dad:Don'tgetanyideas. 

Me:Actually,Luthandohintedsomethingabout

marriage. 

Kitsogiggledwhiledadhadastraightfaceon. 

Dad:Unlessthatboyhasadeathwish,he

wouldn'teventhinkaboutit. 

Ichuckled,Iwasjustpullinghisleg. 

Me:DadI'mnineteen.Ican'thavebabieswhen

I'malloldandGrey. 

Heclenchedhisjaw,KitsoandIlaughed. 

Dad:Nokubonga.. 

Hesaidwarningly.Ijustlaughedevenmore. 



Dad:Ialmosthadaheartattack.Justthe

thoughtofhimontopof-

Icuthimshort. 

Me:Haibo,baba! 

Kitsolaughed.Igotupandwenttotheroom.

Myfamilythough.Itookabath,driedthen

lotioned. 

IworeadenimdressdungareewithawhiteT-

shirtandblackvans.Iletmybraidslosethen

putonbighoopearrings. 

ItookmyphoneandcalledKholiswa.She

pickedupalmostimmediately. 

Kholiswa:Khensani? 

Me:Helloma.

Kholiswa:It'sreallyyou? 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Yes,it'sme. 

Kholiswa:Ijustdidn'tthinkyouwill..Howare



you? 

Me:I'mokay,you? 

Kholiswa:I'mfine,IjustmissyoubutIdon't

wannapushyouawaybycomingontoo

strongly. 

Me:Actually,Ikindofmissyoutooandlittle

Thandi. 

Shedidn'tsayanythingforasecondlikeshe

wastryingtoprocessWhatIjustsaid. 

Kholiswa:Youdo? 

Me:Duuh!WhywouldIcall? 

Shebreathedoutloudly.Ichuckled. 

Kholiswa:Ofcourse,whereareyounow? 

Me:I'mhome.Iwasactuallythinkingofgoing

outwithThandiforsomeice-cream. 

Kholiswa:Whataboutme? 

Me:Whataboutyou? 



Kholiswa:Ouch. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Canyoucomepickmeup? 

Kholiswa:Uyangusermanje. 

Ilaughed.Kholiswaissuchadramaqueen

Yoh. 

Me:Okayfine,youcancomealong. 

Kholiswa:Okaybaby,I'mcoming. 

Ilaughed.She'sreallysomethingelse.Truthis,I

wasgoingtoaskhertocomealongaswell. 

Anyway,Iwenttowaitintheloungewithmy

phoneandbag. 

Kitso:Goingsomewhere? 

Me:Ummyeah,Ihopeit'sokaywithyou. 

Kitso:What?Ofcourse. 

Me:I'mgoingwith..Kholiswa. 

Kitso:Oh. 



Me:Yeah,pleaseifyouhaveaproblem,tellme. 

Shechuckled. 

Kitso:Idon't.I'mactuallygladyouworking

thingsoutwithyourbiologicalmother.It'dbe

selfishofmenottoapprove. 

Me:ThankYousomuch. 

Wehugged.AcarhootedoutsidesoItookmy

bagandleft,myphonewasinmyhand.Iwas

justgladthatKitsowasgoodwitheverything. 

ThelastthingIwantisherthinkingI'm

sideliningherbecauseofmymother. 

Me:Hey. 

Isaid,gettinginthepassengerseat. 

Kholiswa:Forasecondthere,Ithoughtitwasa

pranktillIsawyoucomingout. 

Ilaughed.Iturnedtotheback,findingThandi. 

Me:Heybabygirl. 

Shesmiledshyly. 



Thandi:HelloSisi. 

Me:Yougood? 

Shenodded. 

Me:I'mglad. 

Kholiswa:Didyoueat? 

Me:Yeah,Ijusthadbreakfast. 

Kholiswa:Okay.Wow,youdidyournailsgirl? 

Ilaughedandwavedmyhandonherface.She

laughed. 

Kholiswa:Ishoulddomine. 

Me:Copycat! 

Kholiswa:Haisuka. 

Ilaughed.Wearrivedatthemallandsheparked

hercar.Igotoutthenopenedthedoorfor

Thandiandheldherhand. 

Kholiswa:Iwannadomyhairfirst. 

Thandi:Metoomom. 



Ilaughed.She'sonlyfivekana.Anyway,we

wentwithmomtohersalonandtheyeven

pouredussomewinewhileshedidherhair. 

Shejustremovedherweavethenrelaxedand

curledhernaturalhairwhichissolong.You'd

swearshe'snotblack. 

Thandididastraightbackthenweleftfor

lunch. 

Kholiswa:Let'sgobuyafewoutfits.Iheard

aboutthedinnerwhichI'mnotinvitedto. 

Ilaughed.

Me:Angithiyoudramatic.AsifuniIdrama

kaloku. 

Shelaughed. 

Kholiswa:YousayitlikeI'msuchabadperson. 

Me:Nomother,youjustcan'tbehave. 

Kholiswa:Ouch. 

Shetouchedherchestdramatically,Ilaughed. 



Me:Truthhurts.

Ijustlaughed.Aftereating,wewentshopping

foroutfits.Iendedupbuyingawhitejumpsuit

whichIwasgoingtoweartodayfortheparty

andsomebeautifulfentywedgedboots,pinkin

colour. 

Acoupleofjeans,andtopsandsomeheelsand

sneakerstoo.Weallwentoutwithmany

shoppingbags.

Kholiswa:I'msotired. 

Me:Ineedamassage. 

Kholiswa:Let'sgoputtheseinthecar. 

Wewenttoputeverythinginthecar. 

Kholiswa:Iwantustogosomewhere. 

Thandi:Where? 

Ilaughed.You'dswearshewastalkingtoher. 

Kholiswa:Tothespa,forsomebackmassage

andfacials. 



Me:YoulivinglikeawhitegirlHuh? 

Shelaughed. 

Kholiswa:I'mnotacoconutWena. 

Ilaughed,wewenttothespaandgotsome

backmassagesandfacials,theyevenwaxed

mylegs. 

Ifeltrejuvenatedandrevitalizedaftereverything.

Myphonerangjustasweweregoingtoher

car. 

Me:Shit! 

Isaidbeforeanswering,itwasLuthando.We

finishedaround5,Ididn'trealizewehadspent

somuchtimetogether. 

Me:Baby. 

Thando:Hey.Youdone? 

Me:Umm,thingis..I..Well

Thando:Youstuttering. 

Me:I'mnot..Done



Isaidthelastpartalmostasawhisper.Thando

pulledmyhand. 

Thandi:Sisi,let'sgo. 

Me:Umm,yeah 

IhungupandleftwithThandi,Iknewhewas

goingtobemadbutI'lljustcallhimwhenIget

home. 

Kholiswa:Everythingokay? 

Me:Yes,alliswell. 

Shestartedthecaranddroveoff.Igotoutwith

myshoppingbagsandwentstraighttomy

room. 

Istrippedthenwrappedatowelaroundmy

body.ItookmyphoneanddialedThando's

number. 

Heansweredonthethirdring. 

Thando:Nokubonga. 

Me:IwasatthemallwithKholiswaandIdidn't



thinkweweregoingtotakesolong,I'mabout

toshowernow.Sorryforhanginguponyou. 

Thando:Takeataxitomyhousewhenyou

done. 

Withthatsaid,hehungupandIsighed.Hehad

beensocoldtowardsmeoverthephonebutI

didn'tblamehim.I'verealizedhehasquitea

temper,remindsmeofKamosometimes. 

Iendeduptakingahotshower,insteadofa

bath.IdriedwhenIwasdonethenlotioned.I

woremyLaceyunderwearbutdidn'tevenwear

abra. 

Ithenworethejumpsuit,whichwastighterthan

Ithought.Itwaslong,withlongsleevesandan

Ointhefrontrevealingmycleavage.Iworethe

fentybootsthenmadeonesmallbunwithmy

braidsAndlefttherestloose.Iputonmaroon

mattelipstickandsmallearrings. 

Isprayedsomeparfume,tookmybagand

phonethenleft.Ican'tbelieveI'llbetakinga



taxi. 

Me:I'mout! 

Ishoutedthengotoutatthedoor.Itwas

almosthalfpastsixnow. 

Acarstoppedinfrontofme,Ididn'trecognizeit

andIwasstillwaitingforataxi. 

Kamo:(whistles)Wow. 

Ilaughed. 

Kamo:Eyakaetsela? 

Me:I'mgoingtomymankaloku. 

Kamo:Getin,I'llgiveyoualift. 

Me:Youdon'tknowwherehestays. 

Kamo:You'lldirectme. 

Igotin,Ihadwaitedsomeminutesforataxi

whichwasn'tcomingsoIgotin. 

Me:Niceride. 

HewasdrivingsomeBMWsomething. 



Kamo:Thanks,it'smydad's. 

Me:He'shome? 

Kamo:Yep.Theyhavingsomebraaiwith

friends. 

Inodded.WetalkedalittlewhileIdirectedhim

toThando'splace.Hedroppedmeatthegate. 

Kamo:Youlookbeautifulbytheway. 

Me:Thanks. 

Hegotoutandcametoopenmydoorforme,

somethingIwasn'texpecting. 

Kamo:Andfuckable. 

Me:Fotshek. 

Helaughed,Igotout. 

Me:Thanksfortheride. 

Iwinkedandhelaughed,Iwalkedawayintothe

yard. 

IfoundLuthando,inthekitchenanddrinkinga



canofCastlelite.Hedidn'tevenseemegetin. 

Me:Hi. 

Thando:Youhere. 

Me:Ummyeah. 

Heturnedtolookatmeandhisjawdropped. 

Me:Istheresomethingwrong? 

Thando:Youlook..Wow,beautifulandsassy. 

Me:Thanks. 

Thando:Younotgoingtothepartywearinglike

that. 

Me:Likewhat? 

Thando:Allmyassetsareoutthere.Lookat

yourcleavage,yourass..God,thosecurves. 

Igiggled. 

Thando:I'mserious. 

Hecameclosertomeandputhishandsonmy

waist.Hekissedmycleavage. 



Thando:Youbasicallynaked. 

Me:Haibo,youexaggeratingnow. 

Thando:NoKhensani. 

Me:NoThando. 

Thando:Yousayingnotome? 

Me:Yes. 

Igotfreefromhimandfoldedmyarms.He

lookedatmeforawhile. 

It'slikehewascontemplatingsomethinginhis

mind.Istaredrightbackathimshame. 

Iwasn'tabouttoloseonthisstaring

competition.Noways. 

.

.
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Thando:Arevaye. 

Hesaid,afteranhour.Icouldn'tbelievehewas



givingintome,justlikethat.Anyway,Itookmy

bagthenfollowedmeout.Ihadstoodmy

ground.AndIwasproudofmyself. 

Anyway,heopenedthedoorformeandIgot

intohiscar.Hewenttohissidethenweleft.He

wasblastingToKwestaftCassper-Ngud.The

songwasonrepeatthatIevengottoknowthe

lyricsinKwesta'sverse.Okay,I'mkiddingbut

really,hewasoverplayingthesongnaye. 

Itwasverycrowded,likethereweresomany

carsoutside.I'mnottalkinganycar,I'mtalking

flashycars.Somehow,IfeltIdidn'tdeserveto

behere.Imean,theywerealloutofmyleague. 

Thando:Uzophumaorwhat? 

Ididn'tevenrealizehehadopenedthedoorfor

mebecauseIhadzonedout. 

Me:I..Areyousureweattherightparty? 

Thando:Yes,I'malreadyintheyardandI've

parkedmycar.Iknowthishouseliketheback



ofmyhead. 

Me:Thatdoesn'tmakesense. 

Thando:JustcomeoutKhensani.Wealready

lateandubusyyapepeza. 

Iinwardlyrolledmyeyesandgotout.Helocked

thecarthentookmyhandintohisandweleft.I

tookafinalbreathebeforegoingintothehouse.

Therewereactuallypeopleoutsideaswell,the

musicwasplayingsoloud. 

Nobuhlecametomeimmediatelywhenwegot

inthelounge.Shewasprettydrunk.Wehugged

brieflythenshetookmyhandandwewentto

sitinoneofthecouches. 

Buhle:Whyareyousolate? 

Me:Someonehadaproblemwithmyoutfit. 

Shelaughed.Shewaswearingaredminitight

dress. 

Buhle:Younottheonlyonekaloku.Ihadtolick

andsuckhisdickforhimtofinallyletmebe. 



Me:Eeuw. 

Shelaughedandgulpeddownthecontentsof

herdrink.Itwasonlygirlswherewewere

seatedandIdidn'tdareaskwhotheyare. 

ThandocametomewithaglassofIdon'tknow

what. 

Thando:It'snonalcoholic. 

Me:Excuseme. 

IsaidtoBuhleandshenodded.Thismanwas

testingmypatiencenow.Wewenttothe

kitchenwherethereweren'talotofpeople. 

Me:Icametoapartyandyouexpectmetostay

sober? 

Thando:Theonlytimeyougettingdrunkiswith

me.Youdecidedtositwithyourfriendsoyou

won'tdrinkanyalcohol.

Me:I'llgositwithyouthen. 

Thando:Yousure? 



Me:That'swhatyouwantright?Towatchmy

everymove,tellmewhattowear,whattodrink.

ImeanhereIwasthinkingIleftmyfatherat

homeonlytofindoutI'mdatinghim. 

Helookedatmeforamoment,likehedidn't

believeIjustspoketohimlikethatbutIwas

justtirednow,Iwasfedup.Ididn'tcareabout

whattheconsequencesofmyactionsmaybe

butIneededtopourmyheartout. 

Thando:Youwillneverspeaktomelikethat,

youhearme?Iwillnotallowmyselftobe

disrespectedbyawoman. 

Me:Takemehome.

HelookedatmewitharaisedeyebrowbutI

staredback.Hehadanintimidatinglookonbut

Ididn'tcare. 

Thando:Uyanya.Come,we'llgochillwithmy

friends. 

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathim.I'mnothis



toy,Iwon'tlethimdictateoverme,dominate

melikeI'mhissubmissive.Ayiangekemina. 

Hechuckled,lookingatme.Hethentookabar

chairandsatonit. 

Thando:Iguesswe'llhaveourownpartyhere. 

"Lu?"

Heturned,Iwasfacingthegirl.Hegotupfrom

thechairandtheyhuggedtightly.Shewas

slender,beautifulwithsmallboobsandanass 

Ilookedatthesetwotalklikelostlovers,with

hertouchinghischeek.Iswearatthatmoment,

theonlythingthatwasleftwasforThemtojust

kissdeeplyinmypresence. 

Ifeltmyheartbreakintoamillionpieces.He

ignoredme,completelyignoredmeand

entertainedhisgirlfriendorwhatevershewasin

frontofme. 

Itriedmyallnottoletthetearsfall. 

Thando:Oh,I'msorry.Meetmyfuturewife



Khensani. 

Wow,sotheyfinallyrealizedthatI'minthe

picture?Waytogo. 

Shelookedatmebeforesmiling.Icouldn't

makeoutifthesmilewasfakeOrsincere.Ifit's

fakethenshe'sreallyagoodactor. 

Lady:Hi. 

Inodded.Myvoicejustfailedme.Howcould

Thandohurtmelikethis?Howcouldheflirt

withanothergirlrightinfrontofme? 

Ijustwantedtorunoutside,sitonarockandlet

thetearsfall. 

Lady:Anyway.I'mShantell. 

Buhle:Khen,youdecidedto-Ohh,Hi

Shesaid,comingintothekitchenfromthe

lounge.Shecouldclearlysensethetensionin

theair,itwasjusttooheavyafterall. 

Buhle:I'lljustgo...Ummyeah,outside. 



Me:I'llcomewithyou. 

ThandogavemealookbutIjustignoredhim,I

followedNobuhleoutsideandIcouldfinally

breathe. 

Buhle:What'sgoingon? 

Ishruggedmyshouldersandfeltatearonmy

cheek.JustasIwaswipingit,therest

followed. 

Buhle:Hey,what'sgoingonKhen? 

Icouldn'tspeak,Ijustsobbed.Shecametohug

meandIjustcriedinherarms.Howcouldhe

treatmethisway?Afterhetoldmetocome

withhimtothepartythenhechoosesto

completelyignoreme. 

IcriedIdon'tknowforhowlongandwhenI

finallycalmeddown,shewenttogetsome

waterforme.Atthatpoint,Ididn'tcareabout

Thandoorwhathecouldpossiblybedoing

whereverheis. 



Buhle:Here

Itookthebottleofwater,itwasstillsealed.I

openedanddrank. 

Me:HowIwishIcouldhavejuststayedhome. 

Buhle:Whatreallyhappened? 

Me:I'drathernottalkaboutit. 

Shenodded. 

Buhle:Justdon'tletitruinthisdayforyou.It's

newyear'seve,wesupposetobemerry.Not

sadandsobbing. 

Ilaughed.LasttimeIcheckedIwastheone

cryingbutshewasright.Hedidn'tevenbother

comingtolookforme.How'sthatforacaring

boyfriend? 

Shetookmyhandandwewentbacktothe

lounge.Thosetwoweregone.Ididn'twantto

thinkaboutThandoandwhathecouldpossibly

bedoingwiththatShantelllady,Ididn'twantto

thinkaboutit.She'swayolderthanmeandwell,



Iwastaughttorespectmyelders. 

Theyweresmokinghookah.Ijustwanted

somethingtotakemymindoffthings. 

Westartedsmokinganddrinking.Therewas

vodkamixedwithlimewater.Theyhadmixed

forusall.BuhleandIweretheonlygirlsand

threeguys. 

Ijustforgotaboutmytroublesandfocusedon

whatwashappeningatthatmoment. 

Buhle:Oh,baby! 

Ilookedatwhoshewastalkingabout.Hewas

withThando,whodidn'tlookimpressedbutI

didn'tcare.Ijustcontinuedsmoking,myhead

wasspinning.

Guy:Disappear. 

Hewastalkingtotheguys.Theyweretooold

formetobepushedoverlikethatandthey

disappointedmebydoingexactlythat. 

BuhleandIlaughed.IthinktheHookahwas



mixedwithweedorsomething.Iwashighas

fuck.Anddrunk. 

Buhle:Tizz,Tizz,Tizz. 

That'showIknewhisname.Shesaiditwhile

giggling.Tizzclickedhistongue.Whatkindof

nameisTizzVele? 

Tizz:Let'sgo. 

Buhle:I'mstillenjoyingtheparty,rightKhen? 

Me:Yesbaby! 

Hecame,pickedheruplikeasackofpotatoes

thenleft,withheronhershoulder. 

Me:Wow. 

Thando:Youthinkthat'sworse? 

Ilaughed.WeedCanmakeoneseemlikea

fool. 

Hemademestand,tookthecupIwasholding

andsmasheditwithitscontents. 

Me:Haibo! 



Thando:Woza. 

Me:Angiyindawowowo 

Ilaughedaftersayingthat.Gosh,IknewIheard

someonesaysomethinglikethat.Probablyon

TV,justcan'tremembertheprogram. 

Heclickedhistonguethencameanddragged

mewithmyhairtothecar.Ikeptonscreaming

butnoonecametohelpbecause,yes,there

werepeoplewatching. 

Me:Youhurtingme 

Ibegged,withtearsfallingbuthedidn'tbarge.I

swearIbecamesobberatthatmoment. 

HethrewmeinsidethebackseatandIcould

finallyfeelmyscalpbreathe.Ihadavery

massiveheadacheandIjustlayattheback,

holdingmyheadandcrying.Ihadjustdoneit

thisweek,onMonday.Onlyforaday.

Iwasjustsobbingsilentlyinhiscar. 

Iwokeupalone,inhisbed.Imusthavefallen



asleepinthecar.Thememoriesjustcame

floodingback. 

Icouldn'tbelievehehaddonethistome.He

hadtreatedmelikeadog,likesomeslave. 

Hehadneverbeenviolentwithmeandthelook

hehadonhisfacewassomethingelse.Iwent

totakeacoldshower.Iwasfeelingsomuch

painnotonlyphysicallybutemotionallyand

psychologically aswell. 

Throughalltheturmoil,IknewIdidn'twantto

everseehimagain.Iwasnevergoingtoforgive

himforthis. 

Aftershowering,Idried,lotionedthenworea

simpleblackdresswhichwaspartofmy

clothesathisplace. 

ItookmybagandputthejumpsuitIhadbeen

wearingyesterday.IignoredthepainIwas

feeling. 

Itookmyphoneandwentoutofthebedroom,I



waswearinghisadidassandals. 

Thando:Iwasabouttobringyoubreakfastin

bed. 

Ilookedathim.Howthehelldidheexpectme

togoonlikenothinghappened? 

Myownfatherhadneverputhishurtsonme,

hehasneverinflictedpainonmeyettheman

whoclaimstolovemewithhisalldidmelike

this? 

Iwalkedpasthim.He'lleathispathetic

breakfast.It's1pmanyway,heshouldbe

servinglunch. 

WhenIwasabouttoleavethroughthedoor,he

pulledmegentlybackinside.Iyankedmyarm

fromhisgrip. 

Thando:Aboutyesterday-

Igavehimmyhand. 

Me:Don'tbother.I'llsendsomeonetocome

pickupmyclothesandtheyshouldfindthem



nicelypacked. 

Thando:BabyI-

Me:HappyNewYearLuthando,Ihopeyou

enjoyyournewyearwithoutme. 

Thando:What? 

Me:It'sover. 

Itookoffmysimcardandmemorycardfrom

thephoneheboughtAndthrewitathim. 

Theuberhootedfromoutside,Itookmybag

Andleftwithhimbeggingme. 

Ididn'tgiveontohim,Iwasveryheartbroken.

He'stheonewholedmetodrinkingthenI'mthe

onewhogetspunishedforit?Hellno. 

Thedrivehomewaslongforme,Ikepttryingto

wipethetearswhichwereblindingmyvision. 

IknowsomeonemightsayIdeserveditand

shitbutIdidn't.Iwasn'tgoingtostaywith

someonewhotreatsmelikeshit. 



Itmighthavehappenedonlyoncebutitwas

onetimetoomany. 

Driver:Wehere. 

Iwipedmytears. 

Me:Pleasecomewithmesomyfathercanpay

you. 

Ihadnomoneyonme.HesawIwasn'tina

goodspacesoheagreed. 

Ifounddadinthekitchen. 

Dad:Whathappened? 

Hegavemeapitifullook. 

Me:Pleasepayhim. 

Withthatsaid,Iwenttomyroom.Icouldn't

believeThandohaddonethistome. 

Imean,itallstartedwithmyoutfitthenthis. 

Icouldn'tbelievealothadtranspiredinone

night.Myheadwaspounding,itwasspinning

andIhadakillerheadache. 



Iwentthroughmydrawerandtookallthe

painkillersthatwerethere. 

Ijustneededsomethingtotakecareofthepain.

Bothphysicalandemotional. 

Itdidn'ttakelongformetofeelmyeyelids

gettingheavyandeventually,Iblackedout. 

Icouldfeelthepeace. 

.
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Beep..Beep..Beep..Beep..Beep..Beep..Beep 

Soundedlikesomemachines.Ididn'tknow

whereIwas.ItriedopeningmyeyesbutI

couldn't.Icouldn'tfeelanypartofmybody.I

didn'tdoanythingbutjustremainedinthesame

positionIwasin. 

Iheardsomeonetalking,whosoundedlikemy

dad.Wait,itwasmydad. 

Heheldmyhand,Itried,Ireallytriedtosqueeze



hisbutIcouldn't.Icouldn'tdoanything.He

soundedsobroken. 

Dad:Nonopleasewakeup,Idon'tknowwhat

wedidbutplease.Iloveyou,Ican'tgoon

withoutyou.Ihaven'tsleptforfivedays.I

promiseafteryouwakeup,I'lltry.I'llchangefor

thebetter,Kitsocan'tstopcryingandeven

Kholiswaisamess.Please,justwakeup.Doit

forusall.Wecanworkthroughit,whateverthat

broughtyouhere,wecantryandsolveit.Ican't

loseyou,youmylife. 

Hearingmyfathertalklikethatpiercedthrough

Myheart.Thisisthemanwhohasbeenthere

formethroughitall,Ihadtowakeup.Ifnotfor

methenforhim. 

Asheavymyeyelidswere,Ipushedmyselfto

openthemAndaftermuchstruggle,Idid. 

Iclosedmyeyesagainsincemyvisionwas

blurryandpattedmyeyesthrice.WhenIfinally

openedthem,Ilookedatmydad,who'seyes



werebloodshotred.Ihadanoxygenmaskon

andfromthen,ImadeoutthatIwasin

hospital. 

Hestillhadn'tnoticedthatIwasupsoItriedto

squeezehishandandhelookedatme,hehad

beenstaringatnothing. 

Dad:Ohmygod,youawake! 

Heexclaimed,hewashappy. 

Dad:I'llcallthedoctor. 

Iwasinmyownroomandthatalonewas

enoughtoalertmethatI'minaprivate

hospital. 

Iwatchedhimleavethencamebackwithalady

wearingawhitecoatandIassumedshewas

thedoctor.Sheremovedtheoxygenmaskfrom

mesoIguessIhadbeeninacoma.Icould

finallybreatheonmyown. 

Sheshotsomewhitelightoneachofmyeyes

andwrotesomethingonanA4boardshewas



holding. 

Icouldn'tbringmyselftotalk,Icouldn'tsay

anything.Ijustwatchedthemtowhateverthey

wanted. 

IfeltsomethingticklingmyfeetandwhenI

looked,itwasthedoctor. 

Dr:Canyoufeelthat? 

Inodded. 

Dr:Sheneedstorestnow,I'lltellanurseto

bringherpills. 

Dad:Okay,thanksdoc. 

Hekissedmyforehead. 

Dad:Whywouldyoudothat? 

Me:W-Water 

Myvoicewasabitscratchy.Hepouredwater

intoaglassformeandgavemetodrinkwitha

straw

Justthen,anursecamewithmypills.Iwas



beingfedthroughanIV. 

Nurse:I'msorrysir,visitinghoursareover. 

Hedidn'tsayanything.Hecametokissmy

cheekthenleft. 

Isleptimmediatelyafterdrinkingmypills.They

justgotmedrowsy. 

Wakingupthefollowingday,thenursewaskind

enoughtotellmewhatdayitis.Tuesday. 

Thistomemeantthatthematricresultswere

outalreadyandIwasfeelingabitanxious.The

resultshadcomeoutyesterdayAndIwondered

howIcouldhaveperformed. 

IgavethebreakfastIhadbeenbrought,they

hadtakentheIVoffsinceIwasawake.Iate

thendrankmypills.Ihadalreadyshowered

beforethat. 

Islept,thepillsalwaysmademedrowsy.Ihada

lotofthoughtsinmymindbutwhatwasloudis

whatbroughtmehere.AllIrememberistaking



thepillsbecauseIwastryingtotogetridorat

leastnumbthepain.Luthando-Icouldn't

believehehadmanhandledme,justlikethat. 

Itrustedhim,mystupidheartstilllovehimand

apartofmeregrettedbreakingthingsoff.

ShouldIblamemyself? 

Imean,Ipushedhimovertheedge,Idrank

whilehestrictlytoldmenotto.I'mateenager,

wasthatmuchofafault? 

Kitso:Youawake. 

Shesaid,gettinginandcomingtosuffocateme

inanembrace. 

Me:Youkillingme 

Imanagedtosayandshebrokeit.Shekissed

meontheforeheadthensatdownonthechair

nexttomeandheldmyhand. 

Kitso:Wefailedyou 

Atearfelldown.Ididn'ttrytokillmyself,I

wouldn'teventhinkofdoingsomethingso



selfish,Ijustwantedthepaintogoaway. 

Shewipedmytearsashersfellandshequickly

wipedthem. 

Kitso:Whathappened? 

Me:I..Ijustwantedthepaintogoaway. 

"Bykillingyourself?"

Ilookedatthedooranditwasdad. 

Me:ofcoursenot,Iwasn'ttryingto...No

Dad:Ithoughtwewerepastthis. 

Me:Weare.Ihadamassiveheadacheand

endedupdrinkingmorethantwopills. 

Dad:Andyoustillsayingyoudidn'tattempt

suicide? 

Ilookeddown.Kitsosqueezedmyhand. 

Kitso:Pleasedon'teverscareuslikethat. 

Me:Iwon't,Ipromise. 

Dad:Weloveyou,somuch. 



Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Wesharedagrouphug. 

Afewhourslater,mymothercametovisitwith

Thandiandsomeman.Shehadafruitbasket

withherAndasmallchocolatecake 

Themanstoodafarwhiletheycameand

huggedme. 

Me:I'msorry. 

Iwhispered,withtearsfillingmyeyes.Ifeltbad

andlikeamonster.Iwasn'ttryingtokillmyself,

Iwouldn't.Inmypursuitoftryingtonumbthe

pain,Iendedupinflictingitonotherpeopleas

well. 

Kholiswa:It'sokay. 

Shebrushedmyback.Ifinallycalmeddown.

ThandialsocametohugmeandIkissedheron

thecheek. 

Kholiswa:Don'teverscareuslikethat. 



Me:IswearIwouldnever. 

Kholiswa:Thethoughtoflosingjustafter

meetingyou..Ijust,Ican't. 

Me:IfGodwills,I'mheretostay. 

Kholiswa:Iknowyouprobablydon'twannatalk

aboutitsoIwon'task. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Kholiswa:LeratoeventhoughtI'mtheonewho

madeyounotcometothedinner. 

Herson-IwantedtosaybutIknewbetterthan

toeverinvolvemyparentsinmyrelationship

affairs. 

Me:I'llmakeituptoher. 

Kholiswa:She'lllovethat. 

Thandijoinedmeonthebedandwetalkedtill

visitinghourswereover.Turnsout,theman

washerhusband.MrNgcobo. 

HelookedmuchlikeThando'sfather,Iwas



meetinghimforthefirsttime. 

HewasalsowarminglikePastorNgcobo. 

Afewdayslater,Iwasfinallyreleasedfrom

hospital.Icouldn'twaittogohome.Asmuchas

thebedwascomfortable,Imissedsleepingin

myownbed. 

Dadwastheonewhosignedmydischarge

papers.Luthandohadnevercometoseeme

andIdidn'tblamehim.ItwasMonday,the13th

ofJanuary. 

WewenttoMacDonaldsfirstforaburgerand

theirmacflurry.Itwasgoodtofinallygetsome

freshair. 

Myhairhadactuallybeencut,Idon'tknowfor

whatreasoncauseIdidn'tbumpmyheadbutI

wasn'tcomplaining.Ineededthechange. 

Dad:Youreadyforvarsity? 

Iwasgoingtocontinuewiththerapysessions

sinceIwasonsuicidewatch.Ididn'tcomplain



causetheyweregoingtohelpmecopewith

everything. 

Me:Istillhaven'tmadeachoiceyet. 

Dad:Registrationisalreadygoingon. 

Me:Don'tworrydad.AssoonasIgetaphone,

I'llputeverythinginorder. 

Dad:Whathappenedtoyourpreviousone? 

Me:Lostitattheparty. 

Isaid,gulpingdownmyglassofsoda.Icould

seehedidn'tbelievemebutIknewhewasn't

goingtoaskmeaboutit. 

Wearrivedhomearound2pmintheafternoon.

Itwasprettyquiet..Tooquietifyouaskme. 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

Dad:Nothing. 

HecametoopenmydoorandIgotout. 

"SURPRISE!"



TheyscreamedimmediatelywhenIopenedthe

doorandIlaughed,coveringmyfacewithmy

hands.Iwaswearingblackadidastracksuits

withThando'sadidassandals. 

Me:Dad! 

Igiggledandpunchedhimlightly.Therewasa

stickerwritten"Welcomebackhome"onthe

wall. 

ItwasjustKitso,withKholiswaandThandi.I

feltveryspecialandlovedatthatmoment. 

Kitso:Andcongratulations onyourmatric

results. 

Ismiled.Ihadgottenthreedistinctions,in

Maths,EconomicsandEnglish.Therestwere

B's. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Wehugged. 

Kholiswa:Igotyousomething,itmightnotbe

anythingbigbutIhopeyouacceptandloveit. 



Me:Ncooa. 

Ilaughed.Shegavemeasmallbox. 

Me:It'stoosmall 

Shelaughed. 

Iunwrappeditthenopenedit. 

Me:No! 

Kholiswa:Yes! 

Itwascarkeysofapolo. 

Me:Whereisit? 

Ishouted.Wewenttothegarageandtherewas

mybaby.ThelatestTSI.ItwasRedI'mcolour

withblackleatherseatsandgoldrims.Iwasin

lovewithit. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Isaid,throwingmyselfinherarms. 

Dad:Yourmotherjusthadtosetthebarso

high. 



Welaughed.

Dad:Igotyousomething,courtesyofmywife

andI. 

Healsogavemeabox.Itwasabitbigger. 

IopeneditanditwasanApplelaptop. 

Me:Dadthisis.. 

Iwipedatear. 

Kitso:Youdeserveit. 

Me:ThankYouguys,allofyou. 

Ihuggedthemonebyone. 

Iwasn'toverThandobutIjustdidn'twantto

thinkmuchabouthim. 

Thandi:Igotyousomethingtoo. 

Me:You? 

Thandi:Yes. 

Shegrinned,Ilaughed. 

Shegavemeabox. 



Me:Wow! 

Thandi:It'sfromdadandI. 

Me:ThankYou. 

Ikissedheronthecheek.ItwasanIPhone6 

WhenIwasdoneentertainingmyguests,Iwent

tosleepcauseIwasreallytired.Ithadbeena

prettylongdayformebuttruthis,theyhad

mademyday. 

Dad:Ican'tbelieveyouleaving. 

Me:Ineedachangeofenvironment,Iwantto

getoutofthecomfortzone. 

IwasgoingtostudyatNWU.Icouldhavegone

totheporchcampusbutIdon'tknowAfrikaans

soIwasgoingtoMafikeng. 

Kitso:Wegoingtomissyou. 

Me:I'mgoingtomissyouguystoo,somuch. 

Dad:Pleasebehaveandtakecareofyourself. 

Me:Yessir. 



Helaughed.IwasgoingtostudyFinancial

accounting,Iwasgoingtogetadegreein

economicslater. 

ItwasaFriday,Ihadalreadyregisteredonline

andgottenaflatthatwasjustwalkingdistance

tocampus.Ididn'twanttosharewithanyone,

reasonwhyIdidn'tapplyforresincampus. 

Ihadabursarywhichwaspayingforeverything

andgivingmepocketmoneyontopofwhat

dadandKholiswaweregoingtosend. 

Dad:Gomakeusproud. 

Ihuggedthemonelasttimetheneverything

wasloadedintomycar,myclothesthatis.The

flatwasfullyfurnished. 

Iwasgoingtodrive.TheywavedasIdroveoff. 

Thiswasgoingtobeanewstartforme.Away

fromalltheheartbreakandIwasgoingtofocus

strictlyonmybooks.Boyswerejustgoingtobe

adistractionforme. 



Iwasstillgoingtocontinuewiththerapy. 

.

.
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BythegraceofGod,Iarrivedsafely.Ithanked

mymasterbecausefrankly,Iwouldn'thavehad

arrivedsafelyifitwasn'tbecauseofGod

Almighty. 

IcalledmyfatherbeforeIevengotoutofthe

car.Heansweredalmostimmediately,likehe

hadbeenawaitingmycall. 

Dad:Finally! 

Igiggled. 

Me:Haubaba

Dad:I'vebeengoingcrazy,wonderingifyou

arrivedsafelyornot.Youshouldhavejustlet

medriveyou. 

Me:HaiI'moldenoughtodrivemyselfnow



dad. 

Dad:Youmyprincess,youdeservetobe

treatedlikeroyalty. 

Me:That'ssweetdad,IjustwantedtotellyouI

arrivedsafely. 

Dad:I'mgladyoudidbaby,pleasetakecareof

yourselfthere.Don'tlosefocusandneverforget

tohavetimeforGodandprayer. 

Me:YesdadandIgotmyBiblewithme.I'lleven

findagoodchurchhere. 

Dad:That'sgood.Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo.KissBandileandKitsofor

me. 

Dad:Willdo.Takecare. 

Me:Bye. 

Ihungup.Thisisit.Igotoutofmycar,then

wenttotakemykey. 

Aftergettingit,Icouldfinallymovein. 



Aweeklater,Ihadmanagedtofitinabit.Itwas

actuallynicelivingalone,Ihadpeaceofmind

andIrealizedthatIwouldn'thavebeenableto

sharewithsomeone. 

Iwasonlyleftwithaweekbeforelecturesstart

andattendingtheorientationprogramhelped

mefamiliarizemyselfwithwheremylectures

weregoingtobeheld. 

ThemallwasawalkingdistancesoIdidn'thave

tousemycartogothereunlessIwasgoingto

buygroceries.ItwasSaturdayandIwasjust

chillinginthelounge,watchingTV.Mymom

helpedwithsomeofthefurniture. 

Itwasn'tasfullyfurnishedasIhadbeen

previouslytold.Ihadtogetmyselfafew

essentialsandthat'swheremymomgotin. 

Iwasactuallyfeelingverylazy,Idon'tknowwhy.

IwasholdingapacketofLays,munchingwhile

focusingonwhateverprogramthatwas

playing. 



Someoneknockedonmydoor,atfirstIthought

itwasnextdoorbutthepersondidn'tstopsoI

gotupthenwenttoopen.

Buhle:Hey

Myjawdropped,whatthehellwasshedoing

here?Sherolledhereyesatmethanlaughed. 

Buhle:Weinthesamecampusdummy. 

Me:Oh

Iwasstillconfused. 

Me:HowdidyouknowthatI... 

Buhle:Ilivehertoo,Isawyouacoupleoftimes

butyouwereinahurrysotoday,Igotyoujustin

time.I'veactuallybeencominghereand

knockingtillmyfingeralmostdroppedandfell. 

Ichuckled,shewasoverreacting.Imadesome

spaceforher.

Me:Youcancomein. 

Buhle:It'sabouttime. 



Ilaughedthenclosedthedoor. 

Buhle:Youlivealone? 

Me:Yeah

Buhle:Luckyyouthanme. 

Me:Yougotaroommate? 

Iasked,pouringheraglassofjuice. 

Buhle:YeahandUyabora. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Why? 

Buhle:Shealwayswearslongskirtsandcovers

herhair.She'ssouptight. 

Me:Haha,that'snottoobad. 

Buhle:Ohno,itIs.She'salwaysgoingtochurch

withthatstaronherbreast.Evengodwillget

tiredofherprayers. 

Ilaughedevenloudly,Ididn'texpectthis. 

Me:Yousomethingelse,youknowthat. 



Buhle:What?It'strue. 

Me:TherearepeoplewhoactuallytakeGod

seriouslyyouknow. 

Buhle:AndI'mnotsayingsheshouldn'tbutHai,

she'soverdoingit. 

Me:What'shername? 

Buhle:IonlyknowitstartswithaB. 

Me:Haa! 

Buhle:What?I'mnotinterestedinheruptight,

ZCCass. 

Me:Youaproblemyazi. 

Buhle:Argh,suka.So,what'shappeningwith

youandThando? 

Me:Nothingactually. 

Buhle:Really? 

Inodded. 

Buhle:IlastsawhimatthepartythenDololo,he



disappearedintothinair. 

Me:Iactuallydon'tknowathing. 

Buhle:Tizzalsosaidhe'sdistant. 

Me:That's..Notgood. 

Buhle:Yeah,anyway,Ididn'tknowKagisano

wasdatingLiaane. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Really? 

Buhle:Yeah,Imean,I'veneverheardtheboysor

Liaanetalkingaboutheroranything. 

Me:Theytalkaboutme? 

Buhle:Theypridetheirselfinwhothey'redating

andLuthandoneverstoppedbragging. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Maybehewasn'tready. 

Buhle:Nah,Ithinkit'ssomethingelse. 

Me:What? 



Buhle:Hewasn'tseriousabouther,phelathat

guyisaplayer.

Me:Ormaybehepreferskeepingthingslow

key. 

Buhle:Probably. 

WecontinuedtalkingandIevenmadeusa

snackthensheleft,laterduringtheday. 

Iwenttotakeabaththenworemypyjamas

beforegoingdownstairstowatchmoreTV. 

Ihadafleeceblanketcoveringme.Apartofme

wasworriedaboutLuthandoandwhatcould

havepossiblyhappenedwithhim. 

IendedupswitchingofftheTVthenreadingmy

Bible. 

"3IfawomanalsovowavowuntotheLORD,

andbindherselfbyabond,beinginherfather's

houseinheryouth;

5Butifherfatherdisallowherinthedaythat

Heheareth;notanyofhervows,orofherbonds



wherewithshehathboundhersoul,shallstand:

andtheLORDshallforgiveher,becauseher

fatherdisallowedher."

ThosewerethewordsIcameacrossin

Numbers30.Iactuallywonderedwhatthey

meant. 

IwouldjusthavetoaskGodtoclarifythistome

evenmore. 

Me:Soulbonds? 

Ithoughtforawhile. 

IwasgoingtoleavealltoGodsoIjustwentto

sleep. 

The2ndofFebruary,lecturesbegan. 

ItwasaMondayandIhadaclassat07:45.I

wokeupat05:30becauseIwantedtotakemy

timepreparingmyselfformyfirstlectureever. 

Me:I'mup

IsaidtoKitsowhohadjustcalledmeafterI



mademybed.Shegiggledontheotherside. 

Kitso:Thehouseissolonelywithoutyou. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Goodtoknowmypresenceisalwaysfelt. 

Kitso:Ofcourse,yousuchaloudmouthsoyou

canimaginethepeace. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:AndhereIwasthinkingyougoingto

complimentmeorsomething. 

Kitso:Bottomlineis,Imissyou. 

Me:ImissyoutoomombutrightnowI'm

gonnagetlate. 

Shelaughed. 

Kitso:Okaybaby,I'llleaveyoutoit.Goodluck

onyourfirstday. 

Me:Thankyou.Iloveyouandmylittlebrother. 

Kitso:Weloveyoutoo,bye. 



Me:Goodbye. 

Ihungupandsmiled,Ilovemyfamilynodoubt.

Iwenttotakeabath,driedthenlotioned. 

Iworemypantiesandnobra,mybreastswere

actuallypainful,myperiodswereprobably

approaching. 

Iworeablackdenimjean,withanolivevestand

adenimjacketthenworemyAdidasNMD.I

combedmyhair,Istillhadmynaturalhairnje

thenputsomelipbalmonmylips. 

Itookmybag,phoneandcarkeysthenleft,

lockingthedooraftergettingout. 

Itwasexactly07:45whenIparkedmycarsoI

rushedtothelecturehallandluckyforme,the

lecturerhadn'tarrivedyet. 

"Hey"

SaidaguyIfoundmyselfsittingnexttooand

turningtolookathim,Isawimmediatelyhe

wasn'tstraight. 



Me:Hi

Ireplied. 

Guy:Ntando. 

Me:Khensani. 

Ntando:Youbeautiful. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Thanks 

Turnsout,wedoingthesamecoursesowe

hangouttogetherduringtherestoftheday. 

OurlastclasswasAt15:30soatlunchtime,we

wenttogetsomethingtoeatatthecafeteria. 

Ntando:Sogirl,whereyoufrom? 

Me:Soweto,you? 

Ntando:I'mfromKZN 

Me:SoyouapureZuluNeh 

Helaughed. 

Ntando:Yep.IheardaboutTswanaguysand



theirhotnesssoIcamestraighttotheirden 

Ilaughed,thatwasenoughconfirmationthatI

wasrightabouthissexuality. 

Me:Iknowhey,Ioncedatedone. 

Ntando:Andyoulethimgo? 

Me:Turnsoutthey'recheaterstoo. 

Ntando:I'llcrossthatbridgewhenIgetthere. 

Ilaughed,Iboughtsomefriesandaburgerfor

myselfwithabottleofjuice. 

Heboughtthesamebutwithasandwich

instead. 

Ntando:Youstayinres? 

Me:Actually,I'mrentingaflat. 

Ntando:I'mactuallysharingwiththishotguy.

Me:Oh? 

Ntando:Yeah,I'mstillworkingonhowto

seducehim. 



Me:Chesagirl! 

Wehighfived. 

Ntando:PhelaminaIdon'tplay. 

Me:Icanseethat. 

Ntando:Andyoulooklikeavirgin,tellme.When

lastdidyougetlaid? 

Igaspedandhelaughed,Iwasn'texpectingthat

shame. 

Me:Haibo. 

Ntando:Mustbeages.Ishouldhookyouup

withsomeone. 

Me:Nothanks. 

Ntando:Waituntilyoumeethim. 

Me:Ha.aYoh 

Helaughed,weatewithhimtellingmeabout

hiscountlessboyfriends.Hewasgood

companyandfullofjokes.Iactuallyenjoyedhis

company. 



Wewenttoattendourlastlecturebefore

partingways. 

Iwasastiredasadog. 

Gettinghome,Iwentstraighttothebathroom

andtookacoldshower. 

It'slikeIhadbeenliftingsomethingheavyandI

washungrybutIdidn'tevenhavethestrength

tocook. 

Atthatpoint,IwishedIhadaboyfriendwhoI

wasjustgoingtocallandhe'ddoitforme. 

IwrappedatowelaroundmybodywhenIwas

doneandthrewmyselfonmybed,Iendedup

fallingasleep. 

IguessIwasthattired. 

IevenforgotIwashungryandIendedupbeing

wokenbymygrumblingstomach. 

Me:OhGod! 

Igroanedthenworeagowntocovermynaked



body,takingoffthetowelthenwentdownstairs

andmadesomenoodlesthenate 

Theydidn'tdoanythingsoIendedupcooking

somepapandwors. 
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Iwokeupfeelingabitbetterthefollowingday.I

wenttotakeawarmbath,driedandlotioned

whenIwasdone.Ialwayswashmyteeth

beforeIbath. 

Anywho,Iworeablacksleevelessbody

huggingdresswithadenimjacketontop.I

combedmyhairthenworewhiteallstar.Iput

everythinginmybag,includingmyphone,puta

nudelipstickonmylipsthenIwentdownstairs

tomakebreakfast. 

Imadecerealwithafruitsaladonthesideand

asmoothie.MyphonerangasIwasbusy,Itook

itoutofmybagthenanswered,notbotheringto

checkthecallerid. 



Caller:Oslege

Me:Kamo? 

Kamo:Wereyouexpectingsomeoneelse? 

Me:Ummno,Ijustdidn'tlookatthecallerID

Kamo:Ireallythoughtyouweregonnastudyat

UJ

Me:Ineededachangeofscenery 

Kamo:You'relikethreehoursaway. 

Me:Distancemakestheheartgrowfonder

right? 

Hechuckled.

Kamo:YouthinkyoucleverNeh 

Me:HowareyouKamogelo? 

Kamo:I'mnevergonnagetoverhowsexyyou

pronouncemyname. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:I'msomeone'sgirlfriendyouknow,that'sso



inappropriate. 

Kamo:I'mjustbeinghonest 

Me:So,whathaveImissed? 

Kamo:Well,Imetsomeone. 

Me:Youdid? 

Kamo:Yeah,westilljustfriendsthough. 

Me:It'sgoodthatyoumovingon. 

Kamo:Yeahhey,IneverthoughtIwouldmore

especiallybecauseIwassohunguponyou 

Me:I'mproudofyou. 

Kamo:I'mstillolderthanyou. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Ohplease,youmeanbyafewmonths. 

Kamo:Yeahbutstill,I'molder.Callmedaddy. 

Me:Inyourdreamsmynigger,inyourdreams. 

Kamo:Waphapha. 



Me:Areyouevergonnahungup?ImeanIknow

myvoiceIsniceandallbut.. 

HechuckledandIlaughed. 

Kamo:Yourvoicesoundslikeachickenheldat

theneck.Infact,achick. 

Me:Hah! 

Helaughed 

Me:Uyabora 

Kamo:Iloveyoutoochommie 

Me:Mxm,tsek

HelaughedandIhungup.Isatdownonahigh

chairthenindulgedonmybreakfastwhilegoing

throughmyphone. 

Iwasjustbrowsingthroughnje.Iwashedthe

dishesIhadbeenusingaftereatingthenItook

mybagandeverythingthenIleft,lockingthe

dooronmywayout. 

Arrivingincampus,Iwentandparkedmycar



thentextedNtandomywhereabouts.Turnsout,

hewasn'tthatfarfromtheparkinglotsohe

cametowhereIwas. 

Ntando:Heyyou 

Me:Hii

WesharedahugthenwalkedTogether. 

Ntando:Yougood? 

Me:I'mfeelingbettertoday,you? 

Ntando:I'mfabulousasalways. 

Ilaughed,wewenttothelecturehallTogether. 

Duringlunch,ImetupwithBuhleandNtando

decidedtotagalong.Shewaswithsomewhite

blondegirl. 

TheblondegirlwasintroducedasPearl. 

Me:Howareyou? 

Buhle:I'mgettingthere,varsityissomuch

work. 



Wesatdown. 

Me:Don'tremindme,I'msohungry. 

Ntando:Youalwayshungry. 

Buhle:You'llhavetogetusedtoherbig

appetite. 

Pearl:Iguessyouguysdon'tseewhatIsee. 

Me:Whatdoyousee? 

Pearl:Huh? 

Buhle:Let'sgobuysomefood. 

Me:TakeNtando,I'mtired. 

Shelookedatmewitharaisedeyebrow.I

wasn'ttired,Ijustwantedtoremainwiththis

Pearlcharacter. 

Pearl:Thecovenantisalreadybroken. 

Me:Idon'tunderstand. 

Pearl:Youknow,alltheyhavetodoisunbind

theirsoulsthenthey'llbefree. 



Me:Justlikethat? 

Pearl:Yeah.Athreedaysfastingfilledwith-

Buhle:Ihopeyoualldon'thaveaproblemwith

fries. 

Me:They'reunhealthy. 

Ntando:Youwereeatingthemyesterday. 

Me:I'mactuallywatchingwhatIeatstarting

fromtoday. 

IwasstillthinkingaboutwhatPearlsaidandI

wonderedwhatshewas.Howdidsheknow? 

ShehadbeentalkingabitinriddlesbutIknew

whatshemeant. 

Godreallyworksinmiraculousways.He

broughtmesomeoneIdidn'tknowtobringthe

messagetome.Iwasstillhowever,more

concernedaboutthefirstpart. 

Buhle:Younoteating? 

Me:Umm..Iam



Pearllookedatmethensmiled.Shewasbeing

abitweird.Anyway,Iatewhileweconversed

lightly. 

Iwenttoattendthetworemainingclassesafter

andgotathome,around5:20pmsincethelast

oneendedat5pm. 

Iwasdogtiredshame.Iwenttotakeaquick

shower.

Thefollowingdays,Iwasallaboutbooksand

noplay.Ididn'tgoanywhere,allIdidwasread,

sleepandpray. 

IhadbeenthinkingaboutwhatPearlsaidand

theweirdthingis,Ineversawheragain,not

evenwithBuhle. 

Matthew18:18"VerilyIsayuntoyou,

Whatsoeveryeshallbindonearthshallbe

boundinheaven:andwhatsoeveryeshallloose

onearthshallbeloosedinheaven."

Idon'tknowhowIwasgoingtodothisbecause



itwasn'tsomethingIcouldeasilyspeaktothem

about,overthephone.Ireallywantedthemto

moveonsoIwouldhavetovisithomewhenI

finishwriting. 

Wehadn'tevenstartedyetsoitwasgoingto

happeninafewweekstocome.Ijusthoped

thatthebothpartieswillcomplywiththis.I

knowKamowill,I'mjustnotsureaboutThuli. 

Yes,shedidsayshe'slettinggoofhimbutwas

shereallyupforit? 

Ijustwonderwhyshehadtogothroughsuch

drasticmeasurestokeepamanbutagain,who

amItojudge? 

Itwasthe12thandValentineswasgoingtobe

onSaturday,it'sThursday.Ireallydidn'tthinkI'd

besinglebyValentinesbutwhathappened,

happened. 

Istillhaven'theardfromhim,notext,nocall

whatsoever.Idon'tblamehim,I'mactuallythe

onewhobrokeupwithhimbutIhadeveryright



to.Hetreatedmelikeadogandthe

motherfuckerdidn'tbotherapologizing.Ididn't

wantmyselftobepartofthestatisticsof

Domesticviolence. 

Iwasinfrontofthefullbodymirrorstaringat

myreflection.Iwasjustinmypantyandbra. 

Idon'tknowifitwasjustmebutIhadgaineda

bitofweight.Iwasgoingbacktomysize34I

guessandIwashappy. 

Iknowalotofwomenwouldbemadtogain

weightbutIwasn't. 

Myphonerang,whileIwasstilldoingthat. 

Me:Mother,thisisasurprise. 

Kholiswa:Hey,howareyou? 

Me:I'mfine,you? 

Kholiswa:I'mgood.Canyoutalk? 

Me:Umm,yeah. 

IsatdownonmybedsoIcouldlistentowhat



shewasabouttosay. 

Kholiswa:Good,Leratowouldliketotalkto

you. 

Me:Lerato? 

Kholiswa:Luthando'smother. 

Me:Ohokay

Shit!Ican'tbelieveIlastsawherlastyearandI

neverevenmadeittothedinnersoIdon'tknow

howshe'sgoingtobelikenow. 

Lerato:Khensani? 

Me:DumelaMa 

Lerato:Thenyoudecidedtojustgowithout

visitingme?

Iscratchedmyhead,Ihadreallyforgotten

abouther. 

Me:Noma,thingis,Ihadbeenhospitalizedfor

somedaysandwhenIgotout,Ihadalotto

dealwith. 



Lerato:Hospitalized? 

Me:Itwasnothinghectic,I'mfinenow. 

Lerato:Youshouldhaveletmeknow. 

Me:Idon'thaveyournumber. 

Lerato:AskTumelotogiveittoyou. 

Me:Tumelo? 

Lerato:Yourboyfriend? 

Me:ThandoisTumelo? 

Lerato:Yes,hedoesn'tlikethatnamethough.I

thinkthat'swhyyoudon'tknowit. 

Me:Thingis,meandhimain't..Youknow 

Lerato:Idon'tevenwannaknow,you'llcallme. 

Tjoo,thiswoman.Shewasreallyputtingmein

atightspotnow. 

Kholiswa:I'mcomingthatsidenextweek. 

Me:Businessorpleasure? 

Kholiswa:Business,I'dliketoseeyouthough. 



Me:I'llmakesometime.Youcanjustsleep

overherethough. 

Kholiswa:I'dlovethat. 

Me:Awesome,greetThandiandtheunbornfor

me. 

Shechuckled. 

Kholiswa:Willdo.Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Ihungup.IknewThando'snumberbyheartsoI

decidedtojustsaveitNje.Iwentovertohis

whatsappandtherewasaprofilepictureofhim

withalittlekid. 

Thingaboutthiskidis,helookedsomuchlike

him.Yes,itwasaboy. 

Ilookedathislastseenonlytofindhimonline. 

Myheartracedabit.Ididn'twanttooverthink

much 

I'mtheonewholefthimsohedidn'toweme



anyexplanation.Ithoughthewasnowhereto

befoundyetherehewas,online. 

Ijustignoredthepictureandthestatuswhich

was"Minime"andtypedhimamessage. 

Me:Hello.Pleasesendmeyourmother's

number. 

Iputthephonenexttomeafterpressingsend

andwaitedforhisreply. 

Myphonebeeped.Iopenedit. 

Thando:07******

Ireallywasn'texpectinghimtojustsendthe

number.No"howareyouKhensani?",

nothing. 

Anyway,ItookthenumberandstoreditthenI

sleptwithmybrokenheart. 

WhatwasIexpectingVele? 

Ibrokeupwithhimafterallandit'sclearhe

doesn'tcare.Imean,it'sonlybeenamonthbut



Iguess,itwasn'tmeanttobe. 

Iguessrelationshipsarejustnotforme. 

.

.
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Ispenttherestofmydaysnuggledupinmy

couch,withablankieandatuboficecream. 

IwasactuallyinfrontoftheTV,watchingsome

sadromanticmoviewithaboxoftissues.I

didn'twanttothinkaboutanythingandagain,

thatmoviewasjustwhatIneededtocrymy

eyesout.IwaswatchingEverafter.Inthemood

thatIwasin,Ishouldhavewatchedtitanic. 

WhywasIblamingmyself?No.Thisisnotmy

fault.It'shisfault.He'stheonewho

manhandledme,mademefeellikesomecheap

hookerandheshouldapologize.AsmuchasI

lovehimbutthis,thiswastoomuch. 

IswitchedofftheTV,woremysleepersthen



wentupstairstomyroom. 

Ijustthrewmyselfonmybedandsleptitoff. 

Iwokeupfeelingabitbetter.Ionlyhadtwo

lecturesonFriday'sandwithnospacein

between.Mylectureonlystartsat09:15soI

hadenoughtimetogoforajog. 

IwasgoingtoshoweraftermyjogsoIjust

brushedmyteeth,washedmyfaceandhalfof

mybody.IworeAdidasleggings,apumavest

withNikeRosh.IfilledabottlewithwaterthenI

leftformyjog. 

WhatIhadplannedtobeanhourjogendedin

just20minutesbecauseIdidn'thavethe

energy.Iwalkedbacktomyflat,feelingthe

impactofthejog. 

Me:Ialmostdied 

Isaid,leaningbythekitchencounter.Ireally

almostkilledmyself.Idon'tknowwherethis

exhaustioncomesfrom. 



Igulpeddownthebottleofwaterbeforegoing

upstairsandhavingalong,warmbathfilled

withbathsaltsandstuff. 

Aftermylongbath,Igotout,driedthenlotioned.

IworeablueboyfriendJean,withablackT-

shirttuckedinandblackandwhiteAdidas

sandals.Icombedmyhair,putonpinkhoop

earringsandabrownmattelipstickonmylips. 

Itookmybag,phoneandcarkeysthenwent

downstairs.Imademuesliwithfruitsand

yogurt. 

Aftereating,Ileftlockingmydooronmyway

out. 

IreceivedacallfromdadjustasIwaspacking

mycar. 

Me:Dad? 

Dad:Nono,Unjani? 

Me:I'mfinedad,andyou? 

Dad:I'mokay,justcheckingonyou. 



Me:Ialmostthoughtyouhadforgottenabout

me. 

Dad:Never,youmynumberone. 

Me:That'ssweet,Imissyousomuch. 

Dad:Imissyoutoobaby,Thehouseissoquiet

withoutyou. 

Me:Areyoucallingmelouddad? 

HechuckledandIlaughed. 

Dad:Youlively,it'sacompliment. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Ifthat'sthecasethenthankYou 

Dad:Youwelcome,Ihopeyoubehavingthere. 

Ichuckled,Dadwillneverchange. 

Me:Whatdoyoumean?I'malwayswell

behaved. 

Dad:I'msaying,don'tstopthen. 

Ilaughed. 



Me:Iwon'tstopthen

Dad:Good,that'smygirl.Apartofmeis

actuallyhappythatyoudecidedtostudyfar

fromhome. 

Me:Haibo!Why? 

Dad:Atleastthere'snoLuthandotherewho

mighttrytogetsmartwithyou. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Hecanalwaystravel. 

Dad:Don'tgetanyideas. 

Ilaughed,Iwasnowstandingoutsidethe

lecturehall,IwasabitearlysoIstillhadsome

minutestospare. 

Me:Iwon't.Justtrustme.

Dad:Kholiswatellsmeshe'scomingtherenext

week. 

Me:Youguystalk? 

Dad:Ofcoursewedo,shewashereactually. 



Me:AndKitsowascoolwiththat? 

Dad:Weallgrownups,relax. 

Me:Ijustdon'twantanythingupsettingmy

mom. 

Dad:Whichone? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Theonewhohasthesamesurnameas

me. 

Dad:Okaybaby,it'sgoodthatyoustillloveher. 

Me:I'llalwaysdo.Evenifyouguysbreakupthen

youfindsomeoneelse,she'llalwaysbeMy

mom. 

Dad:EventhoughIdon'tseethatever

happening.I'mgladyoufeelthatwayabouther.

Tothinkyoudidn'twanther. 

Ilaughed,someonepokedme.ItwasNtando,I

wavedathim.

Me:Igottagodad,thanksforthecall. 



Dad:It'smypleasure.Takecare,Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Ihungup. 

Me:Hey

Ntando:Hi

Wesharedahugthengotinsidethelecture

hall. 

Me:Yougood? 

Ntando:I'mamazeballs,you? 

Ichuckled. 

Me:I'mawesome,thanks. 

Thelecturegotinandthelessonbegan. 

Whenwehadattendedourlastlectureofthe

daywecouldfinallygo.

Ntando:Canyouaccompanymetothemall? 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

Ntando:IneedtopreparemyselfforValentines 



Hesaidwithagrin,Ilaughed. 

Me:Wozamgani! 

Wehighfived. 

Ntando:Ihaveadatephela.Ican'tgowiththis

scrubbyhair. 

Me:Iactuallyneedtodosomethingwithmine

too. 

Ntando:Yougonnahelpmechooseanoutfit

right? 

Me:YougoingalloutNeh 

Helaughed. 

Ntando:Igotto.Phela,thisismyfuture

husbandwetalkingabout. 

Me:Ayeye.We'llgrablunchattownNeh. 

Ntando:YeahandI'llpayforit.Wetakingyour

carright 

Me:Ofcourse. 



Wewalkedtomycar.Iunlockeditthenwegot

insidethendrovetotownwhilelisteningto

somemusic. 

Ifoundaperfectparkingspotthenwegotout.

WewenttoKFCforsomefood. 

Iorderedatwister,burgerandashakethenhe

wentforChampionmealorsomethingaround

thoselines. 

Ntando:Sowena,anyplansforvalentines? 

Isighed. 

Me:Iwish.I'mjustgoingtospendthedaywith

myTVscreen. 

Ntando:Yabona?Youshouldhavejustletme

hookyouup. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Nothanks,I'mactuallygoodalone.. 

Ntando:IfIdidn'thaveadate,Iwasgoingto

makeyoumyvalentine. 



Welaughed.Ourfoodcameandweate.After

eating,weleftsincehehadalreadypaid. 

Westartedoffatthesalon. 

Ntando:Whatareyoudoing? 

Me:Idon'tknowhey. 

Theguy,wholookedgaycametoattendus. 

Guy:I'mTash,whatarewedoingtoday? 

Me:I'mactuallyconfused. 

Isaid,scratchingmyhead. 

Ntando:Iwantafadewithsomeblondeonthe

tips. 

Tash:Okay.Tryalacefront. 

Me:Ismyhairnotshort? 

Hechuckled. 

Tash:Nohoney,wegoingtoglueitontopof

yourhair. 

Me:IfyousaysothenI'mgood.Ineeditlike



16inchlong. 

Tash:Colour? 

Me:Brown. 

Henodded. 

TheystartedwithNtandofirstbeforecomingto

me.Ittookaboutthreehoursforthemtofinish

offwithmeandImustsay,Ilookedbeautiful. 

Iimmediatelytookapicture,withNtandoof

courseAndputitasmydisplaypictureon

Whatsapp. 

Ntando:Youlooksizzling. 

Me:Thanks,youlookdashing. 

Hechuckled. 

Ntando:Iknow. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Yousoforward. 

Ntando:Let'sgolookfortomorrow'soutfits. 



Me:Minaangiyindawo. 

Ntando:There'snothingwrongwithdressingup

fornoreasonnje. 

Me:Ifthat'sthecase,thenyessir. 

Wehighfived.Wethenwentintostoresandhe

helpedchoose.Somestuffweretoorevealing

soIdidn'ttakeembutwedidquitealotof

shopping.EvenboughtmatchingT-shirtsfrom

Markham. 

Afterourlongassshopping,wedroveto

Nandoswherewehadsomequarterchicken. 

Ntando:Whataday! 

Hesaid,wipingoffimaginarysweatfromhis

forehead. 

Me:Pleasedonotremind,Ineedamassage. 

Ntando:Don'tmentionit. 

Aftereating,Ipaidthebillthenweleft.I

droppedhimoffatResbeforedrivingtomyflat.



Itookallofmyplasticsthenwenttomyflat,

puttingthemdownthenopeningthedoor

beforepickingthemagain. 

Iwenttoputtheminmyroomthenstripped

andtookashower. 

Isleptimmediatelythereafter. 

Iwaswokenupbysomeoneknocking

vigorouslyonmydoor,atfirstIwantedto

ignorebutIcouldn't.Imaginehearingaknock

that'sdownstairsallthewayfrommyroom.I

groanedthengotup,putonmygownthenwore

mysleepersbeforedraggingmybody

downstairs. 

Thepersonstilldidn'tstop. 

Me:I'mcoming! 

Ishouted,justsotheycanstop.Itwasstillabit

earlyanddarkoutside.Ihadtolightinthe

lounge. 

Me:What?!



Isaid,immediatelywhenIopenedandmy

throatjustwentdry. 

Thando:Areyougonnaletusin? 

HewasholdingthesamebabyIsawinhis

displaypicture.Howdidheevenknow..

Nobuhle. 

Me:Whatdoyouwant? 

Ifinallymanagedtosay,Thebabywassleeping,

he'sactuallynotababybutatoddler. 

Hepushedmeabitasidethengotinwithhis

bag. 

Me:Thisismyhouse! 

Hedidn'tpayanyattentiontomebutjustwent

upstairsthencamebackalonethistime. 

Thando:Youweresleeping? 

Me:Whatdoyouthink? 

Thando:Okay,pleaselookafterhimforawhile,

Ineedtogosomewhere. 



Me:Whatthehell? 

Hemustbekiddingme. 

Thando:Everythinghemightneedisinhisbag.

He's3sobasically,heeatsanythingandItrust

yourcookingskills. 

Me:Tumeloweh,don'tpatronizeme. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Iseeyou'vebeenspeakingtomom.

Cheersbabe. 

Hekissedmeonthecheekandattemptedto

leave. 

Me:Younotleavingmewithyourson,whomI

knownothingof. 

Thando:I'llexplaineverythingwhenIcome

backbutIreallyneedtogonowbaby. 

Withthatsaid,heleft 

Me:WaytogoKhen,waytogo. 

Imean,howthehellI'mIgoingtodothis? 



Thisboydoesn'tknowmeandIreallydon't

knowwhatI'mgonnadowhenhewakesup. 

Iswearatthatpoint,whateverounceofsleepI

hadinme,disappeared. 

.

.
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IthinkIspentanhour,stagnanttryingtoletitall

sinkin.Itwasaround7amwhenIreceiveda

callfromNtandoAndIansweredalmost

immediately. 

Ntando:Friendship. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Heybabe. 

Ntando:Yousounddefeated. 

Ichuckled. 



Me:Ifonlyyouknew. 

Isighed. 

Ntando:Whathappened? 

Me:SoI'msleepingpeacefullyonmybedwhen

Ihearsomeonebangingonmydoor,dragging

myasstoopenonlytofindmyexwithacute,

adorablebaby. 

Helaughed. 

Ntando:Sohedumpedyouwithababy? 

Me:Yes,likenothingeverhappenedbetweenus

thenrushedoff,leavingmewiththeboy. 

Ntando:That'ssad. 

Me:Yougotnoidea.Ievenforgotaboutfood. 

Helaughed,hefoundallofthisamusing. 

Ntando:Igotanidea. 

Me:I'mlistening. 

Ntando:Takeashower,dressupinthat



freakumblackdressthengooutwiththeboy. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Hedoesn'tevenknowme. 

Ntando:Youtryingtopisshimoffright? 

Me:Iguess. 

Ntando:He'llcomeback,findyouguysnot

thereandhe'llflip. 

Me:Actually,thatdoesn'tsoundlikeabadidea.

Imean,I'vealwayslovedpissinghimoff. 

Ntando:Good,whenheasks,you'lljustsayyou

wentoutonadate. 

Ilaughed,IwonderwhyIhadn'tthoughtofthat.

Luthandojustcan'tcomeintomylife,dropme

withabombandexpecteverythingtojustbe

okay.What'sbetterthangivinghimthe

impressionthatImovedon? 

Thatwayhe'llstopthinkingmyliferevolves

aroundhim. 



Iwentupstairs,hewasstillsleepingAndjust

wenttothebathroom,brushedmyteeththen

washedmyface. 

Iwentdownstairstomakesomebreakfast.I

didn'tknowwhathelikesbutIjustmadesome

eggs,bacon,sausagesandtoast.Imade

freshlysqueezedorangejuiceandsomefruit

saladontheside. 

"Mama?"

Asmallvoicesaid,hewascomingdownthe

stairswhilerubbinghiseyes.He'ssolightin

complexionbutlooksjustlikeLuthandobuthe

hasmediumsizedcurlyAfro.

Me:Umm,hi. 

Him:Hello,youmynewmommy? 

DammitLuthandoforputtingmeinsucha

position,helookedsocutewhensayingthat

andtherewasreallynothingelseIcouldsayso

Inodded. 



Him:I'mRomeo. 

Me:I'mKhensani 

Hesmiled,revealinghisdeepdimples,Ijust

melted.HowIwishhewasbornsomeyears

earlier!

Me:Imadebreakfast. 

Romeo:Eggs? 

Heaskedwithagrin,Inodded,chuckling. 

Romeo:Yes! 

Hesaid,clappinghishandsandIjustgiggled.I

pickedhimupthenputhimononeofthehigh

chairs.

Idishedupforthebothofusandgavehimhis

plate. 

Romeo:ThankYou 

Ismiledthenweatesilently,hewasreallyan

adorablekidandIwonderedwhathappenedto

hismother. 



IwenttoswitchontheTV,putthechannelon

cartoonnetworkandgothimoffthechairsohe

couldwatchasIwashedthedirtydishes. 

IwenttoquicklyTakeabathwhilehewasstill

enjoyingwatchingTV.Idried,lotionedthenI

woreagownandwentdownstairs. 

Me:Let'sgobath. 

Romeo:Okay

Ipickedhimup,puthimonmywaistthenwent

upstairswithhim. 

IpreparedhisbathingwaterthenIbathedhim.

WhenIwasdone,Idriedhimandlotionedhim

withVaseline.Itookouthisbrieffromthebag

thendressedhimup. 

Weworematchingoutfits.Iwaswearingmy

blacklongsleevesbodyhuggingdress,which

wasabovemykneeswithAllwhitesuperga

sneakers.Idressedhiminblackpantswitha

whitelongsleeveshirtandBlackandWhite



Adidassuperstars.Iputonanudelipstickthen

worepearlshapedsilverearrings. 

Itookafewpicturesofus,thenItooka

backpack,putonallwegoingtoneed,including

mywallet.Iwasgoingtoleavemyphone

behind,justtoworryhimevenmore. 

Me:Let'sgobaby. 

Itookmycarkeysthenwewentupstairs,we

gotoutandlockedthedoor. 

WewenttomycarandIdrovetoMafikengmall.

WeparkedthenIwenttogethimsomecotton

candyfirst. 

Romeo:ThankYou. 

Heclappedoncethentookit. 

WethenwentforsomeshoppingatCheckers.I

lethimtakewhateverhewanted,itwasactually

fun.HewasonthetrolleythatIwaspushing. 

"Ishouldtakeapicture"



SaidadeepvoiceandIliftedmyhead.He

smiled,revealinghiswhiteteeth. 

Guy:Thoriso

Me:Khensani. 

Thoriso:Isthatyourson? 

Ismiled. 

Me:Yes. 

Thoriso:Butreally,I'dlovetotakeapicture. 

Me:Soyoucanmakemoneyoffus?Rather

not. 

Hechuckled.Hewasjustfine,hewasslender

withbrackets,tallwithbroadshoulders,darkin

complexion. 

Hewaswearingnavychinos,blackT-shirtwith

whitesneakers. 

Thoriso:Theysayapicturelastslonger. 

Me:TryingtobesmartwithmeNeh 



Thoriso:NotAtall. 

RomeotappedmeandIlookedathim,he

pointedatwinegumssoIputthemin. 

Thoriso:Wheretofromhere? 

Me:Wegoingonadate. 

Thoriso:Oh? 

Me:Yes. 

Thoriso:CanIgetyournumberthen? 

Me:Idon'tgivemynumberstostrangers. 

Hechuckled. 

Thoriso:Ijustwanttobeyourfriend. 

Me:WhosaidIwantanyfriends? 

Thoriso:Youlooklonely. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Ohplease. 

Thoriso:Okay,I'mreallyinahurry.MayIplease

haveyournumber? 



Me:Okayfine,nofunnybusiness. 

Helaughedandnodded. 

Thoriso:I'llbehave. 

Me:Givemeyourphone. 

HegavemehisphoneandItypedinmy

number. 

Thoriso:Thanks. 

Hesmiledatmethenleft,Ifinishedoffwithour

littlegrocery.Alsotookatubofchocolateice-

cream,ablackforestcakeandsomecustard.It

wasawholebunchofjunkthenIwenttothetill

andpaidwithmycard. 

WethenwenttomycarandIputeverythingin

theboot.IpickedRomeoup 

Me:Wherewouldyouliketoeat? 

Romeo:Wimpy. 

Me:Okaybigboy. 

Ikissedhimonthecheekandhegiggled.We



wenttowimpyandorderedsomeburgers,fries

andmilkshakes. 

Ourorderarrivedandwedugin.Therewerea

fewcouplesallbeingcosyandkissing. 

Ididn'twanttoletthatgettome,Icouldn'tget

enoughofthebubblegummilkshakethatI

orderedanotheronewithaquarterchickenand

chips. 

Aftermybigmeal,weleft,goinghome.Iwas

tired,myfeetwerekillingme. 

Me:Didyouhavefun? 

Henodded. 

Romeo:Somuch. 

Ismiled. 

Me:I'mgladbaby. 

Iparkedmycar,thentookoffallmyplastics

thenwewenttomyflat.Surprisingly,itwasn't

locked.ContrarytohowIleftit.



Me:Baby,waithereNEH. 

Henodded,myheartwasbeatingprettyfast.I

wasscared.Didsomeonejustbreakintomy

flat? 

IfeltthesweatbuildingupasIwentin. 

"Youfinallyback"

Mxm.HereIwasthinkingitssomeoneelse.I

puttheplasticdownthenwenttogetRomeo. 

Me:DaddyIsback. 

Hesmiledthenraninsidethehouse,to

Luthando.Istartedpackingmyjunk,putting

what'snecessaryinthefridge. 

Thando:Wheredidyougo? 

Ididn'tevenrealizehewasbehindmebutIwas

notgoingtoentertainhim. 

Ididn'treplybutjustcontinuedwithwhatI'm

doing.Itookoutaplasticbowl,thenpoured

somecaramelpopcorn.Iwasgoingtowatcha



movieorsomething.Iputinsomewinegums,

somelaysandchocolatesweets. 

Thando:I'mtalkingtoyou. 

IcouldseehewasgettingmadbutIdidn'tcare.

Ipouredmyselfaglassofyoghurtthenwentto

thelounge,withhimfollowingme. 

Hedoesn'texpectmetoactlikenothing

happened,hestillneedstoexplainhimselfto

me.I'mnotgoingtojustgoonlikenothingever

happened. 

Myphoneranginmyroom,Itwassoloud.Just

thethoughtofgettingupmademetired. 

Thando:I'llgogetit. 

Thatwasenoughtomakemegetup.Getit?For

who?Forwhat? 

Iputeverythinginthetablethengotup,

draggingmyfeetupthestairs.Iwasgetting

lazy.Ieventookoffmyshoesthenwore

sleepers. 



Iansweredonthethirdring. 

Ntando:Mylove. 

Me:SthandwaSaam. 

Isatonthebed. 

Ntando:Ishebackyet? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Yes,he'sdownstairs,tryingtostart

somethingwithme. 

Helaughed. 

Ntando:Thatmeansitworked. 

Me:Soyou? 

Ntando:Whataboutme? 

Me:Howwasthedate? 

Hegiggled. 

Ntando:Soamazing,weinpalms. 

Me:Woah. 



Ntando:Well,youknow 

Thando:Canwetalk? 

Ilookedathim. 

Me:Can'tbelieveyouhavingfunwithoutme. 

IfrownedbecauseThandowaswatchingme

andIjustwantedtopisshimoffevenmore. 

Ntando:Ncooa,someonemissesme. 

Igiggled. 

Me:OfcourseImissyou,lookbabe,Igottago. 

Ntando:Okaygirl,loveyou. 

Me:Loveyoutoo. 

Ihungupthengotup.Iwasabouttogetout

whenheblockedmyway. 

Me:Andthen? 

Thando:Areyoucheatingonme? 

Ichuckled,thismustbesomesortofajokebut

hewasserious. 



Me:Don'tbulllshitmeTumelo.Shift,Iwanna

getout. 

Thando:Khensani,don'tyoudareswearatme! 

Hesaid,withauthority. 

Me:Sorry

Isaid,rollingmyeyes.Hegroanedthenturned

Andpunchedthewallnexttothedoor.Mytears

fell. 

Heturnedasheheardmysob. 

Thando:I'msorryifI..Scaredyou 

Hebreathedoutloud.Iwipedmytears. 

Me:Pleaseletmegodown. 

Hesighed. 

Thando:Ijustwantustotalk. 

Me:WhataboutRomeo? 

Thando:Ilockedthedoorandhe'sjust

downstairs. 



Me:AtleastGogetmyfood. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Okaybaby. 

Hekissedmeontheforeheadthenrushedout.I

satonthebed.Hecameafteraminute. 

Thando:Romeowasdrinkingtheyoghurt. 

Me:It'sokay

Imunchedonmysnackswhilewaitingforhim

totalk. 

Thando:RememberShantell? 

Inoddedwhilestuffingmyface. 

Thando:Ifoundoutonthatdaythatshe'sbeen

playinghappyfamilieswithmyson.Ihadtofind

outfromoneofmyboysandshehadthenerve

tobringhertotheparty.IswearIdidn'tknow

shehasababy,worsemine.Iwassomadand

that'swhyIgotevenmoreangrywhenIfound

youdrinkingandsmokingwiththoseguys. 



Me:Soyoudecidedtomanhandleme? 

Hesighedthenlookeddown. 

Thando:I'mreallysorryaboutthat,youdon't

knowhowmuchIhatemyselfforeverdoing

that.Iblamedmyselfforyouendingupin

hospital,that'swhyIdidn'tcometocheckupon

you. 

Me:Okay. 

Iyawned. 

Thando:Areyouokay? 

Me:Yes,justtired. 

Thando:It'sjust..Youlooksohot. 

Hewasstaringatmythighs,Itriedtobringmy

dressdown.Hechuckled. 

Me:IshouldgocheckonRomeo. 

Thando:Younotgoingtosayanything? 

Me:What?Webrokeupmoss 



Thando:Wedidn't. 

Ilaughedandhewasserious,Ilookedatthis

guy. 

Thando:It'snotoveruntilIsayso. 

Withthatsaid,hegotup. 

Thando:You'llfindmedownstairs. 

Hekissedmeontheforehead,leavingme

dumbstruck.Helookedsoseriousandlikehe

meanteveryword. 

Nkosiyami! 
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Ineverevenwentdownstairs,Ijustatemy

snacksthenIslept. 

WhenIwokeup,Iwasn'taloneonthebed,Iwas

withHimandRomeo.Idon'tevenknowwhat

timeitwasbutIwashungry.Islowlygotfree

fromhisgripthenwenttothebathroomwhereI

washedmyteethandmyface. 



Iworemysleepersthenwentdownstairs. 

Thando:Whyyouup? 

Igroaned.Whycan'thejustleavemealone?I

wastoleratinghimyesbutjusthispresence

annoyedtheshitoutofhim.Ididn'tevenreply

tohim. 

Hecametostandnexttome. 

Thando:Whyareyouactingup? 

Me:WhatdoyouwantfrommeLuthando? 

Iasked,tearsfillingmyeyes.Heheldmethen

cuppedmyface.Iyankedhishandsoff.The

tearsjustfell. 

Me:Please,leavemealone 

Isaid,almostasawhisper.Hewasaboutto

replywhenmystomachgrowledandI

rememberedwhyIwashere.Hejustlookedat

me.Itookoutthecakefromthefridgeandcut

abigslicethenIwarmedsomemilk 



Thando:You'veneverbeenafanofjunkfood. 

Me:Thingschange. 

Itookthemilkandstartedeating,Istillwasn't

filled.Ipouredmyselfaglassofcustardthen

drank.Ineededsomethingmeaty.Itookout

halfcookedsteakfromthefridge. 

Thando:It's10pm. 

Me:Whydon'tyougobacktosleep?Andstop

irritatingme! 

Thando:Don'tshoutKe.Makeenoughforthe

bothofus. 

Me:Didyoueverseeyourselfbuyingfoodhere?

Thisisnotahotel. 

HechuckledlikeIhadjustsaidajokebutI

didn'tmindhimandfriedmysteak. 

Me:Pleasemakemesometoast. 

Thando:Yougoingtoeatthatwithtoast? 

Me:Ormaybesomefries. 



Thando:Soindecisive 

Ithrewthebottleofoilathimandheducked.

HewasjustgettingtomeandasmuchasI

wantedhimhere,Iwishedhecouldjustleave. 

Thando:Thefuck? 

Me:Justleave,go.Getawayfromhere,from

me. 

Thando:Ithoughtyoulovedme. 

Me:YouhurtmeThandoandIjustcan'tforget

aboutthat. 

Iwenttotakethebreadthendishedupthe

steakformyself. 

Thando:Yougoingtoeatallofthat? 

Igroaned. 

Me:Youstillhere? 

Iscreamedoutinfrustrationandheraisedhis

handsasifhe'ssurrendering.Ijustneededhim

toleavemealone. 



Hewenttothelounge,switchedontheTVandI

couldfinallyeatinpeace. 

Thefollowingday,Igotupandpreparedmyself

forchurch.Thorisohadcalledmeinthe

morningandaskedmetovisithischurch. 

IwasinthebathtubwhenThandogotin.I

coveredmybreastswithmyhandsandhe

laughed. 

Me:Justgivememyspaceman. 

Thando:Where'syourbag?Iwantyouraccount

details. 

Me:Somewhereintheroom,justgetthef..Get

outofhere. 

HeleftandIbathedfastlythendriedand

lotionedinthebathroom.Iwrappedatowel

aroundmybodythenwentbacktotheroomto

lookforsomethingtowear. 

Thando:Isitjustmeoryou'vegainedabitof

weight? 



Me:Youright.Mymomiscomingtodayso

bettermakesureyougonewhenIcomeback. 

Thando:Yougoingsomewhere? 

Me:Yes.Canyouleave?Iwannagetdressed. 

Thando:It'snotlikeit'snothingIhaven'tseen. 

Me:Justleaveman.Yourfacealoneisenough

tomakemepuke. 

Thando:Wow

Withthatsaid,heleftandIclickedmytongue.I

woreawhitebubbledresswithblacksandals.I

tiredmyhairintoalazybunthenputalipbalm

onmylips.Ididn'tputonanyearrings.Itook

mybag,withmyBibleandphonethenwent

downstairs.Thorisowaspickingmeup. 

Me:Heybaby

IsaidtoRomeowhowaseatingsomecereal

andkissedhimonthecheek. 

Imademyselfsomecerealwithafruitsalad



andsmoothie. 

Thando:Whereareyougoing? 

Me:That'snoneofyourbusinessTumelo. 

Thando:IknowwhatIdidwasn'tagoodthing

andI'veapologizedbutthat'snoreasontotreat

melikeshit,disrespectmeandtalktomethe

wayyoufeellikeit. 

Irolledmyeyesathimandjustcontinuedwith

mybreakfast.MyphonerangjustasIwas

drinkingmysmoothie. 

Me:Hey 

ThandolookedatmebutIdidn'tcare. 

Thoriso:Hi,I'malreadyoutsidethecomplex. 

Me:Alright,I'mcoming. 

Thoriso:Cool. 

HehungupAndIquicklyfinished. 

IwenttoRomeoandcrouchedinfrontofhim. 



Me:MommyisgoingtochurchNeh,behave. 

Romeo:CanIcomewith? 

Me:Umm,younotbathedyet. 

HefrownedandIfeltback. 

Me:Tellyouwhat,I'lltakeyououtforpizza

whenIcomeback. 

Romeo:Promise? 

Me:Ipromise. 

Ikissedhischeekthenleft.WhenIgotto

Thoriso,wesharedahugbeforeheopenedthe

passengerdoorformeandIgotin. 

Thoriso:Youlookbeautiful. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Thanks. 

Therestoftheridewassilent,Iexpectedabig

churchbutitwasabitsmall,Ieventhoughtwe

weregoingtotownbuttomysurprise,wewere

inavillage. 



Igotoutofthecarandwewentinside.Wewere

abitearly,theywerestillpreparingtheplace. 

Thoriso:ThisisthePastor'swife. 

Shehuggedmeshortly,theyweresohumble

anddowntoearth. 

Me:I'mKhensani. 

P'swife:Welcometoourchurch

Inodded.Iknewthenthatthiswasgoingtobe

thechurchI'mgoingtoattendoverhere,I

actuallydidn'tfeellikeavisitorbutIfeltlikeI

belonghere,likeIhadbeenapartofthem

forever. 

Ihelpedwipethechairsandsoonenough,The

servicestarted.Thorisowasanushersohe

wasattheback,doinghisjob. 

Theservicewentoutandwewereaskedtogo

forward,thosewhowerevisitingforthefirst

time. 

AtleastIwasn'ttheonlyonesoIwent,with



others.Wehadtosayourname,weweliveand

whoinvitedus.Itwasnowmyturn.Peoplehad

beentalkinginSetswanabutminewasn't

perfectsoIspokeEnglish. 

Me:IgreetyouallinthenameofJesusChrist

ourLord.MynameisKhensaniDlamini,

originallyfromGautengbutInowstayatunit5,

IwasinvitedbyThoriso.

Theyclappedhandsforus,asongwassang

andtherestofthecongregationcametogreet

us. 

Man:Pleasedon'tgoasyet. 

Eh!IfIwasinanotherplace,Iwouldhavefrozen

butIjustremained,Iwasactuallyrelaxed. 

Man:Iknowyouhaveanawesomevoice,we

wouldlikejustonesongfromyou. 

Therestofthecongregationwerecheering.I

don'tevenknowhowheknewbecausewewere

meetingforthefirsttime. 



IclearedmythroatbeforetakingtheMike.I

smiled.Thenstartedkissing. 

Me:"CauseYoudeservethegloryandthehonor

IliftmyhandsinworshipandIblessYourholy

name 

Causeyouaregreat,youdomiraclessogreat 

Thereisnooneelselikeyou"

IevenforgotIwasavisitorandjustletmyself

restinthewonderfulpresenceofGod.WhenI

openedmyeyes,Therestofthecongregation

hadgivenmeastandingovationandtheywere

clappingtheirhands. 

Ijustsmiledandwenttositdown,turnoutthe

manwasthepastor. 

I'vereallyneverbeentoaserviceasspiritually

fulfillingasthisone.Itwasgreat,awholelot

betterandeverytimeIsang,IswearIfeltlikeI

wassingingwiththeangels. 

Beforetheserviceended,thePastorstarted



prayingforpeoplealongwithotherpastors.

Whenhecameforme,hetouchedmeonmy

stomachandIlookedathim,confused. 

Ps:shewilllive 

That'swhatHewassaying,lookingatmy

stomach.Ijustlethimbeasheprayedandthe

othersalsocame. 

Thorisocametomeafterchurch. 

Thoriso:Ididn'tknowyoucouldsinglikethat.

Me:Youdidn'task. 

Isaid,chuckling. 

Thoriso:ThePastorwouldliketoseeyou

though. 

Me:Oh

HeledthewayandIfollowedhimofcourse.I

wenttothelittleroomwherethepastorwas

seatedandheletmesitdown. 

Ps:Khensani,howareyou? 



Me:I..I'mgoodsir,you? 

Ps:I'mblessed.Howwasyourfirstdayinour

church? 

Ismiled. 

Me:Itwasgreatandwelcoming.It'ssafetosay

Ijustfoundmyselfachurcharoundhere. 

Ps:I'mglad.Youcanalwayscomewhenever

youwant,evenifit'snotforaservice. 

Me:GoodtoKnow. 

Ps:Youknow,foraladythisshort,youhavea

bigvoice. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Ps:AndIseetheenemyIstargetingyou

throughyourchild. 

Me:My..Mychild? 

Hesmiled. 



Ps:Theoneyoucarrying.It'sagirl. 

Ilaughedhysterically,Ihadnoideawhathewas

onabout. 

Me:I'mnotpregnant. 

Ps:Mm,pleasecomeforourserviceon

Wednesday,fordeliverance. 

Me:Umm,okay. 

Ps:ItwasgoodseeingyouAndplease,don't

giveuponhim. 

Me:Who? 

Ps:IthinkyouknowwhoI'mtalkingabout. 

Ididn'taskanythingbutjustgotup,alotof

thoughtsweregoingthroughmymind.I

refusedtobelieveIwaspregnant.I'monlyon

myfirstyear,itcan'tbe. 

IaskedThorisotofirstlytakemetotownso

thatIcanbuyPizza.Heparkedrightat

DebonairsandIboughtalargetripledeckpizza



witha2litrecoke. 

Me:I'dratherbuyjuiceformyself. 

Ihadtothinkofthebaby.Godisnotmanthat

hecanlieandI'vegrownenoughspirituallyto

beabletodiscernwhenit'sGodspeaking. 

Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingtodothis,Ididn't

knowhowdadisgoingtoreacttothisbutIwas

goingtowaittoshowfirstbeforetelling

everyone. 

Itstillhadn'tsankinthatIwaspregnantat19.I

wasmadatThandofordoingthistome,Ididn't

understandhowthishappenedwhenI

rememberhimgivingmemorningafterpills. 

Hedrovemebackhomeaftereverythingthen

wehuggedandIwentback. 

RomeorantomeimmediatelywhenIopened

soIputeverythingdownthenpickedhimup,

kissinghim. 

Me:Youweregoodwithdaddy? 



Romeo:Yes. 

Me:Iboughtpizza. 

Hecheered.Iwenttoputeverythinginthe

kitchen.Ididn'twanttothinkaboutthis

pregnancyandsincemomhadputmeonher

medicalaid,Iknewshe'dautomaticallyknow

shouldIconsultusingit. 

IcouldprobablyaskLuthandobutIwasn't

readytotellevenhim. 

Thando:Youokay? 

Me:Umm,yeah. 

Thando:Youlooklikeyouhavealotonyour

mind. 

Me:Stoppsychoanalyzing meLuthando! 

Isaid,abittooloud. 

Me:Sorry. 

Iwastootiredtoshower,soIjusttookoffmy

dressthenworeashortwithjustmybra. 



Iwentbackdownstairs,LuthandowhistledandI

justrolledmyeyes.Itookoutaplate,theywere

havingpizzaanddishedupfourslicesfor

myself. 

Thando:There'snothingyouwannatellme? 

Me:WhatcouldIpossiblywanttotellyou? 

IknewwithinwhatbutIjustcouldn'tsayit. 

Thando:IthinkIshouldtakeyoutothedoctor

beforeIleave. 

Me:I'mnotsick. 

Thando:Eatingthismuchfoodcan'tbegood. 

Ifrownedthenputbacktwoslicesandjustate

two.Itriedmyalltostopthetearsfromfalling. 

Thando:Ididn'tstarvemy...Starveyourself. 

Me:Justleavemealone. 

Ipouredmyselfaglassofjuicethenwenttosit

onthecouch.Ithoughttheywouldhaveleftby

now.Momwascomingnextweek,eventhough



ItoldThandotoday. 

HewentupstairswithRomeothencameback

afteranhour. 

Thando:Weleaving.I'llsendyousomemoney. 

Icouldn'tdeclinebecauseIwantedtogotothe

doctor. 

Me:Okay. 

Romeo:Byemommy. 

Me:Bybaby. 

Ihuggedhimthenkissedhimonthecheek. 

Thando:Andme? 

Me:GotoyourShantell. 

Thando:Ikilledher. 

Ilaughed,hewasseriousbutIwouldn'tliketo

believehe'samurderer. 

Heforcedahug,pressingourbodiesclose

makingmemoanalittle.Hishandswenttomy



ass,grabbingit. 

Me:Stop

Iwhispered,hecouldhearIdidn'twanthimto

buthestopped. 

Thando:I'llseeyounextweek.Textmewhen

yourmotherleaves. 

Me:Okay. 

HeleftandIjustwantedtocry,Iwasgoingto

misshimbutagain,couldIreallygoonwithhim

again? 

Hesayshekilledhisbabymamaandknowing

himlikeIdohedoesn'tbluff. 

Ijustwasn'tsureifit'sthekindofvibeIwant

aroundmybaby. 

Ithought,brushingmyflatstomach. 

.
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KholiswacalledmejustafterIattendedmy



secondlecturefortheday.IwaswithNtando,

chillingatthecafeteriaandwithhimtellingme

howhehadspenthisValentinesday. 

Iansweredonthefirstring. 

Me:Mother? 

Kholiswa:HeyKhensani,howareyou? 

Me:I'mgoodthanks,you? 

Kholiswa:I'mokay.Look,I'vealreadybookeda

hotelroomandI'monmyway,canwedodinner

later? 

Me:Yes,ofcourse.Mylastlectureendsat5.

Kholiswa:I'llcallaround6pm. 

Me:That'scoolwithme. 

Kholiswa:Alrightbaby,Iloveyou. 

Me:Loveyoutoo. 

IhungupthenwentbacktoNtandosincehe

wasonthevergeoftellingmemoreabouthis

splendidday. 



Me:Whatelse? 

Ntando:Well,aftertheshootersandcocktails,

wewentstraighttobusiness,ifyouknowwhatI

mean. 

Hesaid,winkingandIlaughed.Iknewexactly

whathemeant. 

Me:Betteryouthanme. 

Ntando:Yousayingyouspenttheweekendwith

ahunkandyoudidn'tevengetaQuickynyana? 

Ichuckled. 

Me:I'mnotaboutthat.Besides,webrokeup. 

Ntando:Thewayyoukeepbringingthatup,it's

likeyoutryingtoconvinceyourselfofthatyet

failing. 

Me:It'snotlikethat. 

Ntando:Youlovehim,Ijustdon'tknowwhyyou

punishingyourselflikethis. 

Me:I'mnotpunishingmyself.I'mdoingwhat's



bestforme. 

Ntando:Yourpridewon'tgiveyouanorgasm

shame. 

Ilaughed,pushinghimawaylightly.Healways

hasawayoflighteningmymood.Thetruthis,I

missedThandobutitsuckedbecause

everytimehewashere,heannoyedandpissed

meoffnje.IactuallygotonwithRomeoandnot

him. 

Anyway,wewenttoattendourlastlecturefor

theday.Iwasdogtiredaftermylastlectureand

allIwantedwastotakeabaththenburymyself

inmybed

KholiswacalledmejustafterIparkedmycar.I

answeredonthesecondring. 

Me:Ma? 

Kholiswa:Areyoudone? 

Thixowami!ThewayIwassotired,Ijusthitmy

headacoupleoftimesonthesteeringwheel. 



Me:Justarrivedbackattheflat. 

Kholiswa:I'llgiveyouanhourtogetready. 

Ididn'tevencomplain,Ijustknewshewasn't

goingtotakenoforananswer. 

Me:Okay,I'llgetrightintothat. 

Kholiswa:Callmewhenyoudone. 

Me:Okay. 

Ihungupthengroaned.Iwassotired.Igotoff

thenwentintomyflat. 

Gettinginmyroom,Itookoffmyshoesthen

tookoffallmyclothes. 

Ilookedatmystomach,theblacklinewas

abovemybellybuttonbutsomehow,Ijust

believedthosewerejustsuperstitions.

Iwenttotakeashower,Iknewabathwould

justdelayme.WhenIwasdone,Idriedthen

lotioned.Iworemypantythenlookedfor

somethingtowear. 



Iworeleggingsandadenimshirt.Iworeblue

NikeRoshandmadealazybunwithmyweave.

IjustputVaselineonmylips,tookmyphone

thenleft. 

WhenIgotdownstairs,Icalledmymomwho

answeredimmediately. 

Me:I'mdone. 

Kholiswa:Okay,I'mcoming. 

WebothhungupatthesametimeandImade

myselfaquicksnackwhilewaitingforher.I

didn'twanttoeatmuchsinceshewastaking

meoutfordinner. 

Amadeasandwichwithlettuce,tomato,

cheeseandpeanutbutterthensqueezedsome

chocolatesauceontop.Ittastedsoamazing

thatImadeanotherone. 

Kholiswajustbargedinwithoutknocking. 

Kholiswa:HaiboNokubonga,I'mtakingyouout

already. 



Me:It'sjustaquicksnack. 

Kholiswa:Smellsamazing. 

Igaveheraweirdlook.Thewayshewas

lookingatIt,Ijustgavehertheremaining

piece. 

Kholiswa:Thanks. 

Sheclosedhereyesanddidthat"mmm"sound,

Ichuckled. 

Wecouldfinallyleave.Itendtoforgetshe's

pregnant,shewasshowingalittlenow. 

Shewasnow11weekspregnantifI'mnot

mistaken. 

Anyway,shedroveustoOceanbasket. 

Me:Fish?Really? 

Sherolledhereyes,Ijustsankbankonmy

seat. 

Sheparkedthenwewentin,wewereshownto

atable. 



Me:Thisplaceisnotsmellingniceforme. 

Kholiswa:Itsmellsjustfinetome. 

Waiter:Youreadytoorder? 

Kholiswa:Yeah,I'dlikesomeprawns,friedwith

boiledfishandsomecalamari. 

Waiter:Youma'am? 

Me:Justwater. 

Waiter:Yousure? 

Me:Yes

Ihadmyhandcoveringmynose,itallsmelt

horribleforme. 

Kholiswa:What'sgoingonwithyou?

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 

Kholiswa:Ithoughtweagreedondinner 

Me:Yes,dinner,notOceanbasket 

Kholiswa:But-

Myphonerang,savingmefromthis



conversation.Iexcusedmyselfthenwent

outsidetoanswerit. 

Ididn'tevenbothercheckingthecallerID 

Me:Hello? 

"Heystranger"

Me:Kamo? 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Forgotmyvoicealready? 

Me:Ijust..Wasn'texpectingyourcall. 

Helaughed. 

Kamo:Yeahright,howareyou? 

Me:I'mokay,you? 

Kamo:I'mfinehey,whenareyoucoming

home? 

Me:Missmemuch? 

Kamo:Yougotnoidea. 

Me:Ncaaw,that'ssosweet. 



Igiggled. 

Kamo:IknowitsoundscheesybutIknow,the

hoodjustain'tthesamewithout. 

Me:Right,how'syourgirlfriend? 

Kamo:Wow,tryingtochangethesubject? 

Me:It'sasimplequestion. 

Kamo:Yousoundjealous 

Me:HowIwishthatwastrue,itwouldhave

helpedboostyouroversizedego. 

Helaughed. 

Kamo:Youstillthinkthatofme? 

Me:Youhaven'tchangedmuchKamogelo. 

Kamo:Well,toansweryourquestion,she'sokay.

Iwanthertomeetthefirstgirlwhoevermade

thisarrogantassfallinlove. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Ihopethat'sThuli. 



Icouldheartheseriousnessinhisvoice. 

Kamo:Don't.

Me:Toosoon? 

Kholiswa:Youshould'vejustsaidnoifIwas

goingtohavedinneralone. 

Irolledmyeyes,mymotherlikesattention. 

Me:Igottago,mymotheriscomplaining. 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Iunderstand.Iloveyou 

Me:Lovyoutooboo. 

Ithenhungupandwentinsidewithmymother.

Herorderhadalreadyarrived,thesmellwas

enoughtomakemystomachturn. 

Me:Excuseme. 

Igotupthenrantothetoilettothrowup,

feelingmystomachtryingtocomeouttowith

myintestines. 



Iusedsomewaterfromthetaptorinsemy

mouth.ThenIwentback. 

Kholiswa:Youokay? 

Shehadaconcernedlookon,Ijustnodded

coveringmynose. 

Kholiswa:I'lltakethisasatakeaway,wheredo

youwannaeat? 

Me:I'dreallylovesomepizza 

Isaidwithagrin.Eversinceyesterday,Ijust

can'tgetenoughofpizzaaslongasithaslots

andlotsofcheese. 

Kholiswa:Okaybaby. 

Shecalledawaiteroverandhewentwithher

food,putitontakeaway. 

WewenttoDebonairswhereIgotmypizzaand

itthere,Ievenmadeherbuyonelargepizzaas

takeaway. 

Shejustlookedatmeweirdly. 



MymotherleftonWednesdayandIcould

actuallybreathe,sheleftmewithsomemoney

soItoldmyselfI'llgotothedoctoronFriday

sincemydayisshort. 

LuthandohadsentmeovertenthousandandI

reallyfeltitwasn'tnecessary,Imeanwhatthe

hellwasIgoingtodowithsomuchmoney?He

justtoldmethatit'sevenasmallamountand

saidhe'llsendmoresoIlethimbe. 

OnFriday,Iwokeupthentookalongwarmbath.

Igotout,driedandlotioned.IworeGreyAdidas

sweatpantswithablackplainhoodieand

sneakers.Imadetwobunswithmyweavethen

putonapurplelipstick.Itookmybag,together

withmybooksfortheday,Wallet,phoneand

carkeys. 

Iwasjustabouttositdownwhensomeone

bangedonmydoor,Igroanedthenwentto

open. 

Me:What? 



Isaid,justasIopenedtofindLuthando. 

Me:Where'sRomeo? 

Thando:Ain'tyougonnainvitemein? 

Me:Asifyouwon'tcomeinifIdon't. 

Imadespaceforhimandhegotin.Heonlyhad

hisphoneonhishandsandcarkeys. 

Thando:Howareyou? 

Me:I'mfine.You? 

IwasjustabouttomakemyselfbreakfastsoI

juststartedwiththetoast. 

Thando:I'mokay.Ijustwantedustospend

somequalitytimetogether. 

Me:Why? 

Isaidwitharaisedeyebrow. 

Thando:Weacouplesongsitsonlyright 

Hesaid,shrugginghisshoulders.Ilethimbe

Andcontinuedwithmybreakfast.Imadeeggs,



baconandworsinsteadofsausages.Itwasso

oilybutthat'showIpreferreditatthatpoint.I

alsomadesomeomelettesthenafruitsalad

withyoghurt. 

Thando:Yousureyougonnafinishthat? 

Me:Yep

Isatdownandstartedeating,hewasjust

lookingatmeandlikeIsaid,Ifinished

everythingandburped. 

Me:Sorry. 

Thando:It'sokay.Imissedyousomuch. 

Me:Youwereherelastweek. 

Thando:I'dbewithyounowandStillmissyou. 

Iblushedandhechuckled. 

Me:That'ssosweet. 

Igotupandtookmybag. 

Thando:Yougoingalready? 



Me:Yeah,mylecturestartsinabouttwenty

minutes. 

Thando:Alotcanbedoneintwentyminutes. 

Hegavemeamischievouslookthatmademe

swallowhard. 

Me:Don'teventhinkaboutit. 

Hegotupandstoodinfrontofme.Ilookedup

Athimandhehadasmirkonhisface. 

Thando:whatamIthinking? 

Hesaid,puttinghishandsonmywaist. 

Me:Igottago. 

Iwhispered,hesmashedhislipsonmine,I

endedupdroppingmybagandputtingmy

handsoverhisneckashishandswenttomy

assandhepickedmeup,Imoanedinhis

mouth. 

Heputmeontopofthekitchencounterand

brokethekiss. 



Thando:Iwantustofixthingsbeforewecan

eventhinkofdoingthis. 

Ijustnoddedbecausemymindwasjuston

givingmybodywhatitwantsandtheriverthat

wasflowingdowntherewasNottobemissed. 

Me:Igottagotothetoilet. 

Thando:Okay

HegavemeapiggyridetothetoiletandIwas

justgiggling.Ifinallydrovetocampusafterand

Ihadasmileonmyface. 

Afterourlastlecture,Ntandopulledmeaside. 

Ntando:Andthen? 

Me:What? 

Ntando:What'swiththesmile? 

Me:It'snothing. 

Ntando:Really? 

Me:Yep



Isaidwithagrin.Hejustletmebe,wewentto

thecafeteriaandboughtsomefood.After

eating,Ididn'tgohomefirstbutstraighttothe

doctor.Iwassonervous.Thegynaedidn'thave

manypatientssoIgotin. 

Gynae:I'mDoctorNkosiorjustcallmeLindo. 

Me:I'mKhensani. 

Lindo:Whatbringsyouhere? 

Me:Iwantapregnancytest. 

Helookedatmewithasmile.Hehadglasses

on,andwascaramelincomplexionwitha

brush. 

Lindo:StraighttobusinessIsee. 

Ijustsmiled.HegavemesomethingandIwent

topeeonitthengavethestickbacktohim.We

waitedforawhileanditwasconfirmed,I'm

pregnant. 

Healsotooksomebloodteststodetermine

howfarIam.Hemadesmalltalkswhilewaiting



fortheresults. 

Lindo:Howoldareyou? 

Me:I'mturning20.

Lindo:Single? 

Me:It'scomplicated,you? 

Lindo:I'mengagedtoabeautifulbrunette. 

Ichuckled,hewasyourtypicalcoconuts.The

resultsfinallycame,Luthandowasprobably

wonderingwhereIam.Ididn'twanttothink

aboutitAtthatpoint. 

Lindo:Everythingisallclear,youfiveweeks

pregnant. 

Ifakedasmile,hegavememyprescriptionand

wellIsignedhimupasmygynae.Heevendida

scanandhearingmybaby'sheartbeatjust

erasedallmyworries.Hegavemethepictures

andIwenttothepharmacyandboughtmy

vitaminsthendrovebyDebonairsforsome

pizzaandfinallywenthome. 



Thando:Youtooksolong. 

Me:Ummyeah,wenttothedoctor. 

Thando:Everythingokay? 

Me:Yeah..Justwentforsome..Flumeds. 

Thando:Mmh 

Iputthepizzaonthetablethenwenttolock

everythinginmyroom. 

Ithenwentbacktothelounge,andatesome

pizzawithThando.Istilldidn'thavethegutsto

tellhimI'mpregnant. 

.

.
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Idon'tevenrememberhowIcametobedbutI

guessIwasreallytired.ImeanIremember

sittingIntheloungewithThandowhileeating

pizzabuthereIwas. 

IgotupandwenttothebathroomwhereI



brushedmyteethandwashedmyface.WhenI

gotback,IfoundThandosittingonmybedwith

atrayinhishands. 

IrolledMyeyesandhechuckled. 

Me:Youstillhere? 

Thando:There'snowhereI'dratherbe.I

broughtyoubreakfast. 

Me:Smellsgood. 

Itookthetrayawayfromhimthenuncovered

thefood.Itwasasimplebreakfastwitheggs,

baconandsausageswithtoastedcheese

sandwichesandaglassofjuice. 

Me:Where'smyfruitsaladAndtwoslicesof

pizza? 

Thando:Thatbreakfastwassupposetobefor

thetwoofus. 

Me:Idon'thearyouansweringmyquestion. 

Thando:HaiNokubonga,whydon'tyou



appreciatemyefforts? 

IputtheplateonthecounterAndfoldedmy

armsandfrowned. 

Me:Iwon'teatitke. 

Thando:Meansmoreforme. 

HetriedtakingthetraybutIpushedhimaway

andstartedcrying. 

Thando:What'swrongnow? 

Me:Youdon'twannamakememyfruitsalad. 

Thando:Shh,pleasedon'tcry.Ngizo'yenza(I'll

makeit)

Ismiledbetweenmytearsandheleft.Istarted

eatingthebreakfastwhichwassodelicious

thatIfinisheditall.Bythetimehecamewith

pizzaandthefruitsalad,Iwaslongdone. 

Helookedatmewithhiseyespoppingout,I

justshruggedmyshoulders. 

Me:ThankYou. 



Isaidtakingthepizzaandfruitsalad,Igulped

downtheglassofjuicewhenIwasdonethen

burped. 

Hewasstillstandingthere,lookingatmein

amusement. 

Me:Pleasebringmypillsformefromthat

cupboard 

Ipointedatit.Atthatpoint,Iwasn'teven

thinkingabouthimfindingout. 

Thando:What'sthisKhensani? 

Ilookedathim.Shit!Hewasholdingthelittle

envelopethathadthescans,Igotupandwent

totakethemfromhimandhimbeingtaller,I

couldn'treachthem. 

Me:That'snoneofyourbusiness. 

Hethenopenedtheenvelopeandlookedatme,

Isteppedbackwards. 

Thando:What'sthisKhensani? 



Me:TheyUmm...Theybelongtoafriend. 

Isaid,busybitingmylips.Ididn'twanthimto

findoutthisway,Iwasshitscared.ImeanI

knowThandohasatemper,there'snotelling

whathecando. 

Thando:Ungazonghlanyisa,thesehaveyour

namehere. 

Me:I..I'msorry

Istartedcrying.Iwasshaking,Iwasthatscared.

Ifheknowsnowthenit'sonlyamatteroftime

beforemyfamilyfindsout. 

Thando:Ihadmysuspicions,Imeantheweight

gain,TheappetiteandOhh,TheattitudebutI

justneededyoutotellme. 

Me:I'mscaredokay,I'mscared.Mymom's

pregnantthenI'malsopregnant,howdoyou

thinkthatmakesmefeel? 

Hecameandhuggedme,Irestedmyheadon

hischestandjustcried,thiswasn'tanyeasyfor



me.HekeptonbrushingmybackuntilIcalmed

down. 

Thando:Weinthistogetherokay

Hesaid,holdingmyhandsthenplacedakisson

myforehead.Inodded.Hewipedmytearswith

hishand. 

Me:Andifit'snotyours? 

Hefreedmyhandsthenlookedatme. 

Thando:Whoelsecoulditbe? 

Me:Rememberthenewyearseveparty? 

Henodded. 

Me:TherewasthisguyIwassittingnexttoAnd

wewerebothdrunkthen.. 

Thando:Don'tpissmeoffKhensani! 

Ilaughed,hewasalreadyturningorange. 

Me:I'mkidding. 

Isaid,pullinghischeek. 



Thando:SoyoucarryingalittleThando? 

Inodded,smiling. 

Thando:Youdon'trealizehowhappyyou've

mademe. 

Me:Easyforyoutosay.Istillneedtofacemy

father. 

Thando:Itoldyouweinthistogether. 

Hethenputhishandsonmywaist. 

Thando:Nshapekalamza(Kissme)

Me:Idon'twantto. 

Thando:Odlalahardtogetnou? 

Me:Yep. 

Thando:Haisuka

HethenleaneddowntokissmeandofcourseI

replied,Ijustcouldn'tdeclinenomatterhow

muchIwantedto.HiskisswasjustwhatI

neededAndmyhormonesweregoingcrazyon

me. 



Hewentontograbmyass,bringingourbodies

closeandIcouldfeelhishardoneandariver

wasalreadyformingdownthere.Heputhis

handsinsidemypjbottom,hemust'vedressed

meupinmypyjamaswhenhecametoputme

inmybed. 

Imoanedinhismouth,hechuckledandbroke

thekiss.Hiseyeswereslightlyopened. 

Me:Youleavingmehanging? 

Thando:Tellmewegoodfirst. 

Ibitmylipandlookedathim. 

Me:Wegood. 

Aftersayingthat,herippedoffmypjtopandI

gasped,myperkybreastssprungfreely. 

Hepickedmeupandsmashedhislipsonmine,

Thekisswasfilledwithlustanddesire.Heput

meonthebedthentookoffmypjpants

togetherwithmypanty. 

Thando:Imissedthis.Youhaveabeautiful



bodyKhensani. 

Ismiled,heplacedakissonmyneckwhilehis

otherhandplayedwithmyclit.Imoanedsoftly

butsomehow,Iwasjusttoowetforthe

foreplay,Ineededhiminme. 

Me:Ican'twaitanylonger 

JustasIsaidthat,IcameAndhechuckled.All

hedidwasplaywithmyclit. 

Hetookoffhisclotheswhilegivingmeadirty

smirk. 

Iopenedmylegs,givinghimfreeaccessbutI

stillcan'tgetoverhowhugehisdickis. 

Whenheentered,itwaspainfulbutashe

continuedtomove,Istartedtofeelthepleasure

creepingin. 

Hethenbentmeoverandputapillowto

supportmeandhititfrombehind.Icouldn't

holdinmymoansandscreams,whenhefinally

came,hecollapsednexttomeandweboth



caughtourbreathes. 

Thando:Let'sgoshower,Iwannatakeyoufor

someshopping. 

Me:I'mtired. 

Thando:Stopbeinglazy. 

Wewenttotakeashower,havingoneroundin

theshowerthenhedriedandlotionedme. 

Iworemypantiesthenworeablackankle

grazerwithawhitepeblumtopandwhite

sandals.Ileftmyweaveloosewithnomakeup. 

Hejustworesomeshortsandateewith

sneakers. 

Itookmyphonethenweleft. 

Me:I'mhungry. 

Isaid,immediatelywhenwegotinthecar. 

Thando:We'llgrabsomebreakfastatMuggand

BeansinceIdidn'teveneat. 

Me:Blameyourdaughter. 



Thando:Howdoyouevenknowthegender? 

Me:Iknowit'sashe. 

AfterbreakfastatMuggandBean,hedroveus

totownthenIwenttobuysomeclothesand

foodandsomeshoes. 

IjustwentalloutsinceIwasn'ttheonepaying.

Weevenboughttwolargepizzas. 

ThingsbetweenmeandThandoweregoing

prettywell,eventhoughwe'darguehereand

therebutwewerefine. 

HeoncecamewithRomeoandwespentthe

weekendtogether.

ItwasnowthelastweekofMarchandIwas

goinghome.Iwasactuallygoingtowritemy

lastsemestertestthendrivehome.Itwasa

Thursday,the26thofMarch. 

Iwasnow10weekspregnantandthebump

wasbarelythere.You'dthinkit'sjustabeer

belly.



Iwokeupandtookabath,Iwaswritingat

8:30am.IdriedwhenIwasdoneandlotioned. 

Iworeabodyhuggingdress,navyblueincolour

andsomegoldsandals.Iputablackcaponmy

head,Vaselineonmylipsthenleft. 

Gettingdownstairs,Imadecerealandwarmed

somepizzathenatewithacupofRooibos,I

tookanappleandpearthenleft. 

Igotinmycarthendrovetocampus.Iwas

abouttenminutesearlysoIquicklyatemy

fruitsthengotintoGreatHall. 

Ntando:Ican'tbelieveyouleaving. 

Me:I'mnotgoingbackforever. 

Hehuggedmetightly.Wehadjustgottenoutof

thehallandstandingnexttomycar. 

Ntando:I'llprobablygohomeinwinter,I'm

spendingrecessatmyboyfriend'sapartment. 

Me:Chesagirl! 



Wehighfived. 

Ntando:Babydaddypickingyouup? 

HealreadyknewI'mpregnant. 

Me:Nop,hewentoutonsomeworkfunction. 

Ntando:Alright,pleasecallmewhenyouhome. 

Me:Iwill.Youshouldvisitsometimes. 

Ntando:IfonlyyoupromisetocometoKZN

too. 

Me:Ofcourse 

WehuggedforthelasttimeandIgotinmycar.

WhenIarrivedinmyflat,Itookmysuitcaseand

bagdownstairs.Iwastakingonehuge

suitcase. 

IthenpackedsomesnacksformyselfandI

wasgoingtostopatDebonairsforpizza. 

IreceivedacallfromThando. 

Me:Tumelo? 



Thando:Ireallyhatethisthingofyoudriving. 

Me:I'mnotevenshowingyetsostopworrying. 

Thando:ItwouldhavebeenbetterifIwasthere

thenIwouldhavebeentheonetodriveyou. 

Me:Thesooneryouhungup,thesoonerIcan

drive. 

Thando:Pleasebesafe,Iwouldn'tlivewith

myselfknowingsomethinghappenedtoyou

two. 

Me:We'llbesafe. 

Thando:Don'tforgettopray. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Ofcoursebaby. 

Thando:Okay,I'llseeyoutomorrow.Iloveyou. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

HehungupandIwenttopackeverythinginmy

car. 



Isaidashortprayerbeforeleaving,coveringthe

carandroadwiththebloodofJesusChristof

Nazareth. 

Ileft,andwhenIgottotown,wenttobuypizza

beforeIfinallyleft. 

IstoppedatCarltonvilleforthetoiletandsome

water. 

IthinkIhadjustpassedthroughKrugersdorp

whenIsuddenlyfeltdrowsy. 

Everythinghappenedsofast.Iwasattherobot

andverysurethatitwasatgreenandaboutto

driveoffwhenanothercarcamefromtheright,

crushingrightintome. 

AllIrememberiscarshootingandtherestofit

wasblank,Iblackedout. 

Everythingjusthappenedatthespeedoflight. 

.
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IswearIsawmylifeflashinginfrontofmy

eyes.Iwasn'tanysurprisedwhenIheard

beepingsounds,Icouldstillseeitall.The

memorywasstillveryfreshinmymind.Idon't

understandhowthishappened.ImeanIlooked

atbothsidesbeforecrossing,littledidIknow

thatthiswasgoingtohappen. 

Ishouldhavewaited,maybeifIhadtookacab

noneofthiswouldhavehappened. 

Itriedblinking,ItriedopeningmyeyesbutIjust

couldn't.Icouldhearpeopletalking,firstitwas

abitfaintbutthentheygotmorelouder. 

Voice1:Wejustkeepinghertomonitorher

progressandofcourse,thebaby. 

Voice2:Thebaby? 

Voice1:Yessir,she'spregnant. 

Voice2:Ithinkyoumadeamistake. 

Voice1:Wedidn't,they'rebothveryluckytobe

alive. 



Iheardfootstepsandatthatpoint,Ireally

wantedtowakeup. 

Voice2:Nono,pleasewakeup 

That'showIknewitwasdadandasmuchasI

wasgladmybabymadeit,IWasscared.Ihad

disappointedmydadandwakinguptofacehim

wasgoingtobesomethingelse.Ididn'twant

himfindingoutthisway. 

Iwasmadatthedoctor,whathappenedto

doctor-patientconfidentiality?

Ibattledwithopeningmyeyesandfinallydid.

ThelightwastoobrightsoIclosedmyeyes

againandblinkedacoupleoftimesandmy

visionwasabitbetter. 

Dad:Youwokeup? 

Inodded,Icouldn'tevenfacehim.Hegaveme

somewatertodrinkthensatdownagain,next

tome. 

Dad:Howareyoufeeling?Anypain? 



Me:I'mokaydad.Justmyheadisabitheavy. 

Dad:I'llcallthedoctor. 

Hewasbeingplain,Icouldn'treadhis

expressionandatthatpoint,Icouldn'ttellhow

hewasfeelingorwhathecouldprobablybe

thinking. 

Hecamebackwiththedoctor,whoshineda

lightonmyeyes,thenwroteonhisboard. 

Dr:Youknow,youverylucky. 

Me:Iam? 

Dr:Yourcardoesn'thaveanyscratchesandso

far,youandthebabyareallgood.Wejust

keepingyouherejusttomakesurewedidn't

missanything. 

Me:Oh

Dr:Yes,thenursewillbringyousomefood. 

Me:WhendidIgethere? 

Dr:Yesterday. 



Me:Okay. 

Heleft.ItwasallbyGod'sgraceandIsaida

prayerinmyheart,thankingHim.Idon'tknow

whatwouldhavehappenedifIhadn'tprayed. 

OhThando,hemustbeworriedsickwherever

heis,IwonderifheknowsI'mhere

Dad:Soyoupregnant? 

Thatbroughtmefromthewonderingthoughts

thatweregoingoninmymind.Iswallowed

hardandslowlynodded. 

Dad:IwonderwhereIeverwentwrongwith

you. 

Me:I'msorry

Isaidwithatremblingvoice.Icouldn'teven

lookhimintheeyes,Ireallydidn'twanthim

findingoutlikethis. 

Dad:IsitLuthando? 

Me:Yes. 



Dad:ImeanwhatwasIexpectingfroma29

yearold.He'swhat..10yearsyoungerthan

me? 

Me:It's..Wedidn'tplanthis. 

Dad:I'mverydisappointedinyouNokubonga.I

reallythoughtyou'datleastgetyourdegree

firstbeforefallingpregnant.Thandohas

everythinghe'dwantandmore,hislifeis

completeandstable.Idon'twantyou

dependingonhimfortherestofyourlife.I

reallythoughtyou'dmakesomethingof

yourselffirstbutIguessIwaswrong.You

makingthesamemistakeyourmotherandI

made. 

Me:I'mreallysorrydaddy. 

Isaid,lookingdownasthetearsfell.Thelast

thingIwantedwastodisappointmyfather,I

reallywantedtomakehimproud. 

Ididn'tdeservetobehisdaughter,hehadbeen

toogoodtomeandnow,nowIfeltsobad. 



Dad:Don'tcry,please.Ijust..IloveyouNono

andIonlywantwhat'sbestforyouandright

now,IdoubtLuthandois. 

Thatwasenoughtogivemecouragetolookat

him. 

Me:Helovesmedad. 

Dad:Doesheknow? 

Inodded. 

Dad:Thenhebetterdowhat'sright.Ihaveto

go. 

Hekissedmeontheforeheadandleft. 

Ijustcriedthemore.Thenursecamewithmy

foodandIdidn'tevenhaveappetite,Ijust

forcedtheminsinceIwasbeingkeptfor

observation. 

ShetookmyplateandleftthenIslowlydrifted

tosleep. 

WhenIwokeup,Thandowasinmyroom,



playingwithmyhairwhilestaringintospace.I

clearedmythroatandhelookedatmebefore

squeezingmybodytightly. 

Me:I-can't-breath

Isaidandhefinallyletgoandheplacedawet

kissonmyforehead.Hiseyeswerebloodred,

likehehadbeencrying. 

Thando:IreallythoughtIlostyou. 

Me:Hereweare. 

Ismiledfaintly. 

Thando:You'vebeencrying. 

Me:Ishouldbesayingthattoyou. 

Thando:Ijustdidn'tsleepmuch.Whywereyou

crying? 

Me:He'ssodisappointedinme. 

Isaid,lookingdownandfiddlingwithmy

fingers. 

Thando:Yourdad? 



Me:HeknowsI'mpregnant. 

Thando:It'sunderstandable, hewasn't

expectingthat. 

Me:He'srightthough. 

Thando:Rightaboutwhat? 

Me:I'mmakingthesamemistakeshedid.

Thando:OurchildisnotamistakeNokubonga. 

Me:Really? 

Thando:She'sablessing,aproductofour

amazinglove. 

Me:Maybedad'sright,maybeyounotgoodfor

me. 

IttookawhileforthattoregistertohimandI

justlookedaway. 

Thando:Younotleavingmebecauseofthis

Khensani. 

Me:I'mjust19,doingmyfirstyearwhileyour

lifeisstable.Yougotahouse,ajobbutwhatdo



Ihave? 

Thando:Youhavemeandthat'sallthatmatters.

Iloveyou,somuch. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Thando:Nowstopbeingcrazy.Weshouldbe

talkingaboutwhatwegonnanameourkid,

insteadofarguingaboutnothing.Romeo's

birthdayisalsocoming. 

Me:Oh,when? 

Thando:OnthefirstofApril. 

Me:Well,Paigewantssomepizza. 

Thando:Who'sPaige? 

Me:Ourdaughter,Romeo'slittlesister. 

Thando:Isthatyourwayofthrowingmeout? 

Me:Iwouldn'tdothat. 

Thando:I'llgogetyourpizza. 

Me:Thanksbaby. 



Heleaneddownandkissedmebeforegoing. 

IspenttwomoredaysatthehospitalbeforeI

wasdischarged. 

ItwasMondaythe30thandRomeo'sbirthday

wasintwodays. 

Dadcametogetme,shewaswithKitsoandmy

motherandtheyjustcameandattackedme

withhugs. 

Me:Okay,Ineedtobreathe. 

Theychuckledandletgoofme. 

Kitso:Iwassoworried.I'velongwantedto

comebutIcouldn'tbecauseofBandile. 

Me:It'sokay,I'mfine. 

Kholiswa:Can'tbelieveIalmostlostyou.

Me:Idon'tevenhaveascratch,I'mfine. 

Kholiswa:Andyoucouldn'teventellmeyou

pregnant. 

Me:I'msorry. 



Ilookeddown.Ifeltlikesuchan

embarrassment. 

Kitso:Youdon'thavetobeashamed,achildis

agiftfromGod. 

Kholiswa:Ican'tbelievemydaughteris

pregnantwhileI'mpregnant. 

Dad:Youpregnant? 

Kholiswa:Yes

Shesaid,brushingherstomach.Shewas

wearingabigloosetopsoherbumpwasn'tthat

visiblebutitwaswhenshebrushedher

stomach. 

Dad:Umm,congratulations. 

Me:Canwego? 

Dad:Ofcourse,Isignedyourdischargeforms. 

Kitso:Goandchangefirst. 

ShegavemeabagandIwenttochangeinto

thetracksuitshehadbroughtandsleepers. 



Kholiswa:Yourcarisatyourfather'shouse,

alongwitheverythingthatwasinside. 

Me:That'squitearelief. 

WedrovehomewhileItalkedwithLuthandoon

Whatsapp.Hewasbusytellingmeabouthow

excitedhismomis. 

Me:Dadsaysyoushoulddotherightthing. 

Thando:IwaswithhimonSaturdayandtalked

aboutpayingdamages. 

Me:Iactuallydon'tthinkallofthatis

necessary. 

Thando:It'stherightthingtodo. 

Me:Imissyou. 

Thando:Imissyoutoobaby.Ican'twaitany

longerforyoutocomehere. 

Me:Iwishyouhadbeentheonetocomepick

meup. 

Thando:Ididn'twanttosteponyourfather's



toes. 

Me:Iunderstand.Sowhatarewedoingfor

Romeo'sbirthday. 

Thando:Wecanalwayshavesomebirthdaysex

onhispart. 

Igiggled. 

Kholiswa:Andthen? 

Me:Justsomejokeonfacebook.Uthanda

izindabalomama 

Anyway,Itypedareply. 

Me:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeabadidea. 

Thando:Ithinkweshouldstarttonightandjust

practice. 

Me:Idoubtdadwillallow. 

Thando:ButImissyou. 

Me:I'llmakeaplan. 

Wepassedbythepharmacyformymedsand



boughtsomepizzaatDebonairs. 

Me:Igottaeatnowbaby. 

Thando:Pizza? 

Me:BlamePaige. 

Thando:Ithinkwehavingaboy. 

Me:Wannabet? 

Thando:Nameyourprice. 

Me:I'lltellyouwhenI'vethoughtitthrough. 

Thando:Okayeatnow,I'llcallyoulater 

IloggedoutthenateinthecarwithKholiswa. 

Whenwegothome,Iimmediatelywenttomy

roomandslept. 

WhenIwokeup,Iwashungryandmystomach

wasgrowling.Iwenttothebathroomand

washedmyfaceandteeth. 

Iwenttothekitchenandluckyforme,Kitsohad

cooked. 



Me:NgathiyouknewhowhungryIam. 

Shelaughed,Isatdownandshegavememy

plate.Itwaspapwithsteakandwors. 

Me:Thanks. 

Kitso:So,howfarareyou? 

Me:Almostthreemonths. 

Kitso:YouNotevenshowing. 

Me:Iknowhey.It'sprobablybecauseofmy

boobs. 

Kitso:Ohyeah.Ican'tbelieveI'mgoingtobea

grannyatsuchayoungage. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Andyoulooksoyoung. 

Kitso:Youlookevenworse. 

Me:Iknow,I'mjustanxiousaboutgettingbig. 

Kitso:I'msureyou'lllookjustasbeautifulor

evenmore. 



Me:Ihopeso. 

IdrankaglassofjuicewhenIwasdoneeating

andwarmedupsomepizza. 

IwaswatchingTVwithmyfamilywhenI

receivedatextfromThando.Itwasjustafter

7pm. 

Thando:I'moutside. 

Ijustgotupwithoutsayingawordandwent

outside,leavingmyphoneonthecharger. 

Ithrewmyselfinhisarmsandhecaughtme,

squeezingmetight. 

Me:Yousmellsogood. 

Thando:Istillsmellthesame. 

Me:Imissedyousomuch. 

Thando:Metoobaby,metoo. 

Webrokethehugandhekissedmeonthe

forehead. 

Thando:Yougoingwithme? 



Me:Ifyouwantmeto. 

Thando:OfcourseIdo.Getin. 

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin. 

HedroveustohishouseandIevenendedup

sleepingInthecar.Iwokeupwhenthecar

stopped. 

Me:Youcooked? 

Thando:Momdid.Shewashereearlier. 

Inoddedandopenedthedoorandwegotin. 

Ijustwentstraighttothepotsanddishedupfor

myself. 

Thando:Ididn'tbringyouhereforthefood. 

Me:Whatdidyoubringmeherefor? 

Thando:Oh,Ithinkyouknowverywell. 

Hesaid,givingmeasmirk.Igiggled,shaking

myhead. 

.
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IwokeuptoThandostaringatmewithasmirk

onhisface. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Youlooksopeacefulwhenyouasleep.

Me:AndwhenI'mawake? 

Thando:You'rechaotic. 

Me:Hey!

Ismackedhimlightlyandhechuckled. 

Thando:That'sfeatherlight. 

Me:Idon'twannabeheldresponsibleforwhat

myhandscando. 

Thando:Whatcanyourhandsdo?

Me:This. 

Isaid,grabbinghisdickandhegroaned,I

laughedathimthengotup. 



Thando:Whereyougoing?

Me:Bathroom,Igottagohome. 

Thando:It'sonlywhat...8am? 

Me:Ijustgotupandleft,they'reprobably

worried. 

Thando:Theyknowyouwithme. 

Me:ButIdidn'ttellhim. 

Thando:Yourbuttisgettinghuge. 

Me:I'vealwayshadanassfordays 

Thando:Huwii,attitude! 

Ilaughedandwenttopreparebathingwater.

Whenitwascool,IgotinandIfelthimgetin

behindme. 

WejustbathedinnocentlybecauseIseriously

hadtogo.Idried,lotionedandworehis

sweatpantsandhoodiewithmysleepers.I

combedmyhairthenmadealazybun. 

Thando:Youlooksocuteinmyclothes. 



Hesaidwithagrin.Ijustchuckled. 

Me:Thanks.I'mhungrynow. 

Thando:ShouldwegotowimpyfirstthenItake

youhome? 

Me:Coolwithme,cookingwilltaketoolong. 

Thando:Alrightbaby. 

Hishandwasonmyassuntilwegottothecar

andheopenedthedoorforme. 

IgotinandhedroveustoWimpy.Wegotin,

orderedthenatewhenourfoodarrived. 

Thando:Wespendingthedaytogether

tomorrow? 

Me:WithRomeoright?I'myettobuyhimagift. 

Thando:Yourpresencewillbemorethan

enough. 

Me:Iwannabuyhimagift. 

Thando:Thatwouldbeabonus. 



Me:Ofcourse. 

Whenweweredone,hepaidthebillandwentto

buymypizzafirstbeforewewenthome. 

Heparkedatthegate. 

Thando:You'llbeokayright? 

Me:Yesbaby. 

Webabykissedthenheopenedmydoorfrom

inside.Igotoutwithmypizzathenwentinside. 

Iputthepizzainsidethefridge. 

Dad:Youfinallyrememberedyouhaveahome. 

Hesaid,immediatelywhenIreachedthe

lounge. 

Me:Umm,goodmorning. 

Hewasalone,readinganewspaper.Ithink

Kitsowassomewhereinthehouse. 

Dad:Soyoucouldn'tevenbothersayingno,I

won'tbecomingback,youguyscanlockthe

house? 



Me:I'msorrydad. 

Isaid,lookingdown. 

Dad:That'sallyouknow-sayingsorry.You

neverevenshowthatyoureallysorry,youjust

apologizeandcontinuedoingthesamethings.

Likesorryjustsolveseverythingright 

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.HewasrightandIfelt

bad,Ifeltsosadandthetearsjustfell.Whoever

saidthatthetruthhurtswasveryright. 

Dad:Forsomeonewhodecidedtofallpregnant

ontheirfirstyear,younotremorseful. 

Withthatsaid,hegotupandIjustwenttomy

room.Gettingthere,Isankdownandjustcried.

IknowwhatIdidwasn'trightbuthedidn'thave

tobesorude.Allofthiswouldn'thave

happenedifIwasn'tpregnant. 

Aftermycryingsession,Iworemysleepers

bootsthentookmyphone,pluggedinmy

headsetsandleft. 



Ididn'tevenbotherwashingmyface. 

Kitso:Youokay? 

Me:Yep.I'mgoingtoKamogelo'scrib. 

Kitso:I'msorryaboutyourfatherbutplease

understandwherehe'scomingfrom. 

Me:HehurtmeMom. 

Kitso:He'salsohurt.Thispregnancythingis

notanyeasyforhimandhereallywasn't

expectingitandyoumadethingsworsebyjust

uppingandleaving. 

Me:AndIapologized. 

Kitso:Justgivehimtime,he'llcomearound.

Me:Okay. 

Inoddedthenwentoutthehouseandplayed

somemusic 

Iwenttoknockbyhisdoor,Iwasn'tupto

seeingKagi,reasonwhyIwentstraighttohis

room. 



Heopenedaftersometime. 

HelookedfreshbutIcouldjustfeelhe'snot

alone. 

Me:Wrongtiming? 

Heflashedasmile. 

Kamo:Canneverbewrongwithyou. 

Hepulledmeinforatighthuganditwasso

comfortingthatIendedupcryinginhisarms.

He'salwaysbeentheonetogiveWarm,good

hugs. 

"Who'sthere?"

Igotfreefromhisembraceandlookedatthis

girl,whowaswearingnothingbuthisT-shirt. 

Shewasslim,andyellowincomplexion.She

hadlongeyelasheswithaPeruvianweaveand

thoselongnails.m

Me:I'msorry. 

Isaid,wipingmytears.Shesmiledatme. 



Girl:It'sokay.I'mMotsobytheway. 

Me:I'mKhensani. 

Motso:Youokay? 

Ismiledfaintly. 

Me:I'llbefine.I'llcomesomeothertime. 

Kamo:Youdon'thavetogo.Motsowasjust..

Leaving.Comein

Me:Idon'twannaintrude. 

Motso:He'sright.I'lljustgochillwithKagi. 

Withthatsaid,sheleftgoingintothemain

house. 

Kamopulledmeinsideandjustsatusbothon

thecouchandgavemeanotherembrace. 

Ineverreallythoughtthatmyrelationshipwith

mydadwillbethisshaky.He'smylifeandhim

beingsomadatmedidn'tsitwellwithme. 

Ijustcriedthemoreuntilmystomachgrowled

andhechuckled. 



Me:Don'tmakefunofme. 

Kamo:Sorrybabe.Talktome,what'sgoingon? 

Me:Youwouldn'tunderstand. 

Iwipedmytearsandgotup. 

Me:Ihopeyouandyourgirlweren'tfuckingin

thiscouch. 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Whatdoyoutakemefor? 

Me:OhIknowhowspontaneousyoucanbe. 

Kamo:Youknowmetoowell. 

Hesaid,winkingatme. 

Me:Eeuw. 

HelaughedandIendedupjoininghim. 

Me:I'mhungryman. 

Kamo:Ithinkwegotbreadsomewhere. 

Me:I'maguestmina.Makemesomething,as

longasIt'soilywithcheese. 



Helookedatmewitharaisedeyebrow.Igave

himthe"what"look. 

Kamo:AmImissingsomething? 

Me:Why? 

Kamo:You'vealwaysbeenahealthyfood

freak. 

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Hejustnoddedand

mademeasandwichwithOrangejuice. 

Me:Thanks. 

Kamo:What'sgoingonKhen?Whywereyou

crying?

Hegavemeaconcernedlook.IfiguredIshould

justtellhimbecausesoonerorlaterhe'sgonna

findoutAndIhadtobracemyselfalreadynow. 

Me:I'm...I'mpregnant. 

Isaid,lookingdownatmyglassofjuice.I

couldn'tfacehim,lesthelecturesme.Ihad

heardenoughfromdadandthehonesttruthis,



mypureheartwouldn'tbeabletohandleit. 

Hedidn'tsayanythingforawhileandIguesshe

wasstillinshock.

Kamo:Wow. 

Me:Pleasedon'tjudgeme.I'vejustgottenout

ofhospitalandIwouldn'thandleanymorepain. 

Kamo:Hospital? 

Me:Caraccident. 

Iturnedtolookathim.Hewassurprised. 

Kamo:HowcomeIdidn'tknow? 

Me:Nothinghappenedtome.ButI'mjuststill

overwhelmed. 

Kamo:It'sjust..IreallythoughtthatI'dbethe

onetofatheryourbabies. 

Ilookedathim,helookedhurtandIjustlooked

backatmyglass 

Me:Thingsdon'talwaysgothewaywehope. 



Kamo:Butareyouhappy? 

Me:Dadissomadatme,ourrelationshipis

justshakyandapartofmewondersifit'sall

worthit. 

Kamo:Don'tstressmuchaboutit.It'snotgood

forthebaby. 

Ichuckled,wipingmytears. 

Me:Andhowdoyouknowthat? 

Kamo:Ijustdo.CanItouch? 

Me:What? 

Kamo:Yourstomach. 

Isatonthebedandliftedmytopup.Heplaced

hissofthandsonmystomachandnoneofus

saidaword. 

Motso:KamoIwasjust-

ShestoppedwhenshesawusandIquickly

removedKamo'shand.Shehadjustbargedin. 

ShelookedatKamothenatmethenbackat



Kamo. 

Motso:What'sgoingonhere? 

Kamo:Youshouldtryknocking. 

Motso:Wow. 

Withthatsaid,shebangedthedoorassheleft. 

Me:Thatwasrude. 

Kamo:Shecanbetoomuchsometimes. 

Me:She'stheoneyoutoldmeabout?

Kamo:Yeah. 

Me:She'spretty,slimandyellow. 

Kamo:Don'tdothat. 

Me:What?

Kamo:Don'tcompareyourselftoher. 

That'sactuallywhatwasgoingonthroughmy

mind.She'severythingIwasn'tandstillain't. 

Me:Anyway,Icameaboutthecovenant. 



Kamo:Oh? 

Me:Yes.Threedaysfastingwithprayer. 

Kamo:DidyouTellThuli? 

Me:Youcallherthentellher.I'llbeonmyway. 

Kamo:I'llwalkyouout. 

Igotoutthenhedidandclosedthedoor. 

Kamo:CanItakeyououttomorrow? 

Me:Nottomorrow,Thursday. 

Kamo:Stillcool. 

Hehuggedmethenwentback.Isighedandgot

insidetheyard. 

Iwasn'treadytofacemyfatherbutIknewit

wasboundtohappenanywaysincewelivein

thesamehouse. 

Dad:Nono. 

Me:Baba? 

Dad:I'msorryaboutearlier. 



Me:It'sokay,itwasmyfaultanyway.Ishouldn't

haveleftwithoutsayinganythingthencome

backthefollowingday. 

Dad:Andyoujustgotoutofhospital,youneed

totakeiteasy. 

Me:Iwilldad. 

Dad:Ionlywantwhat'sbestforyouandI'm

gonnasaythisagain,IdoubtLuthandois.He

evenmakesyousleepoverathisplacelike

you'rehiswife.Heshouldmarryyouthenifhe

wantsyousleepingnexttohim. 

Me:I'mstilltooyoungformarriage. 

Dad:Thenyoushouldstartactinglikeachildin

here. 

Me:Okaydad. 

HeopenedhisarmsformeandIwentintohis

armsandwehugged. 

Dad:Pizza? 



Me:Yes! 

Helaughedthenwenttowarmussomepizza 

Iwasjustgladthatwehadsortedthingsout. 

.
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Me:Dad? 

Dad:Yes? 

Me:CanIpleasegoouttomorrow?It'sRomeo's

birthdayandI'dreallylovetospendthedaywith

him. 

Dad:Who'sRomeo? 

Me:It'sUmm..Thando'sson. 

Hedidn'tsayanythingforawhile.Probably

tryingtodigestallofthat. 

Dad:Hehasason? 

Me:Hejust..FoundoutrecentlyandIhaven't

seenhiminawhiledaddy,Imisshim.Ididn't



evenbuyhimagiftsoIwasthinkingofgoing

outearlysoIcanbuyit. 

Dad:Youtooyoungforsomuch..Baggage. 

Me:It'snotbaggagedad. 

Dad:Whycouldn'tyouatleastgoforsomeone

yourage? 

Me:You'veneverhadaproblemwithhim

before. 

Dad:Ididn'tknowhowoldhewasthen. 

Ihuffed.Ireallymissedspendingtimewith

Romeo.Inowdidn'tknowwhattosayto

convincedadtoletmego. 

Ididn'twanttooversteponanyboundaries. 

Dad:It'sokay,youcangobutyouhavetocome

back.Behereat6pm. 

Me:Okaydaddy,thanks. 

Ihuggedhimandthenwenttomyroom. 

Thefollowingday,Iwokeup,brushedmyteeth



thentookahotshower.IdriedwhenIwasdone

thenlotioned. 

Iworeblueskinnyjeans,tornatthekneeswith

awhiteshirtthenworeblackstrippedsandals. 

Imadealazybunwithmyweavethensprayed

parfumeonmebeforetakingmybag,wallet

andcarkeys. 

Me:Morning. 

Isaid,sittingdownandtheyreplied. 

Dad:Yougoingnow? 

Me:Yes,Ihavetogogiftsearching. 

Kitso:Gift? 

Dad:Yourdaughterhereisplayinghappy

familieswithanotherwoman'sson. 

Me:Baba! 

Dad:What?It'strue. 

Kitso:YoubeingharshonherAndile. 



Dad:Thisguyisnotgoodforher. 

Kitso:Youneverhadaproblemwithhimbefore 

ExactlywhatIhadsaidbefore.Yesterdaythat

is. 

Dad:That'sbeforehedecidedtoimpregnate

heronherfirstyearthennowshehastomother

hisbaby. 

Kitso:That'sabitextreme. 

Icouldn'tholditin,Ijustcriedsilentlywhile

wipingmytremendoustearswhichcouldn't

stopfalling. 

Icouldn'tstandupandjustleavecausethat

wouldhavecomeoutasdisrespectfulsoIhad

tositdownandbarethecrucifyingnailshewas

penetratingintomyheartwitha

sledgehammer. 

Kitso:Nowyouhurtingyouroneandonly

daughter. 

Dad:Lookwhathemademedo. 



Hecame,mademestandupandhuggedme

tightlywhilesaying"sorry"

IleftwhenIhadcalmeddown,tryingsomuch

nottothinkaboutthebitterstarttomyday. 

ItjustseemedthatmyrelationshipwithThando

andthepregnancywaswhatisalwaysgoingto

makemefightwithmydad. 

Igotintomycarandtookafewbreaths. 

IstarteditthenIdrovetothemallwhile

listeningtosomegospelmusictocalmme

downandjustgetmyspiritintherightspace. 

Ifoundaparkingspotthenparked.

Iwentfromstoretostore,tryingtofindagift

perfectforafouryearoldbutnothing.

IwenttoDebonairsforsomepizzawhiletrying

tothinkaboutsomethingwhenmyphonerang. 

Me:Hello. 

Thando:Youreadybaby?I'mcomingtogetyou.



Ilookedattimeonmywristwatch.Ihadeven

forgotthatwemeeting. 

Me:I'matthemallalready. 

Thando:Youdroveyourselfthere? 

Me:Yes,Idid. 

Thando:Afterwhathappenedyoustill-

Me:Pleasedon't.I'malreadyhavingabadday

asis. 

Hehuffedbutreally,Icouldn'thandleanother

lecturenow.Ijustcouldn't. 

Myheadwasactuallybuzzing.Ihatednot

gettingalongwithmyfatherandIneededto

haveapeacefulpregnancy. 

Thando:Okay,whereareyou? 

Me:Debonairs 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Shouldhaveknown. 



Ihunguponhimandjustatemypizza.Iwas

suddenlyfeelingsosad,Ididn'tknowwhythe

suddenheavinessinmyheart. 

Ijustsatdownwithmyinnerpersonfeelinglike

Iwasjustsomewherequietandalonewithonly

thebirdsandtreesmakingnoise.Ineeded

someinnerpeace. 

"Mommy!"

AndIknewwhothatwas.Iliftedupmyhead.

Romeo:Whomadeyousadmommy? 

Me:I'mnotsaid. 

Romeo:Mymomusedtotellmethatwhen

someonecries,itmeansthey'resad. 

Ididn'tevenrealizeIhadbeencryinguntilhe

mentioneditandIquicklywipedoffthetears. 

Me:I'mnotcryingnow. 

Isaid,smilingandpickedhimup,puthimonmy

lap. 



Luthandowasjustlookingatmeandnotsaying

anything.Aftermypizza,whichRomeofinished,

weleft. 

Thando:We'lltalkaboutthis. 

Ijustlookedaway. 

Me:Soit'syourbirthdaybigboy? 

Romeo:Yes! 

Hesaid,raisinghishandsupandIgiggled. 

Me:Whatwouldyoulikeforyourbirthday? 

Romeo:Iwantaguitar. 

Me:Woah..Canyouplay? 

Romeo:Yes

Hesaid,coveringhisfacewithhishands.I

laughed. 

WewenttosteerswhereThandohadbookeda

table. 

Therewasapartythemegoingon,withcake



andsomesnacks. 

Me:HappyBirthdaybaby. 

Romeo:ThankYou. 

Isathimdownonhisseatthensatdownon

mineandsodidThando. 

ThecakehadfourcandlesandIwasactually

gladthathewashappyandThandonever

broughtuptheissuebutmadeitallabout

Romeo. 

WeactuallyhadfunandfromSteers,wewent

shopping. 

IboughtRomeohisguitareventhoughThando

protestedandwantedtopayforitbutIcouldn't

allowthat. 

HehadboughthimthoseminicarsthatKids

candrivesohewasdrivingitthroughthemall,

underoursupervisionofcourse. 

Iactuallywonderedwhereitwasgoingtofit

andthatwasbeforeIsawthecarhecame



with. 

Itwasa4x4FordRanger,whiteincolour. 

Thando:Ain'tyougettingin? 

Me:No.Ibroughtmycaralong,youknowthat. 

Thando:I'llgetsomeonetocomegetit. 

Me:Rathernot. 

IputthesleepingRomeointhebackseatsinceI

wasstillholdinghimwhiletalkingtoThando. 

Thando:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Nothing,Ihavetogo. 

HepulledmegentlyjustasIwasabouttoleave

andIbouncedinhischest. 

Thando:Talktome. 

Me:I'mjust..I'mtiredTumelo.I'mtiredof

fightingwithmydadandithurts.Thelastthing

Ieverwantedwastodisappointhimandnow,

nowwe'llalwaysfightaboutyouandaboutmy

pregnancy.Ijustcan'tdoitanymore. 



Thando:WhatareyousayingNokubonga? 

Me:Ineedtobreathe.Willitbetoomuchto

ask? 

Thando:AreyousayingI'msuffocatingyou? 

Me:It'sdad,thenit'syouandthenme,havingto

dealwithbeingpregnantandthe

disappointmentthatIhaveturnedouttobe. 

Thando:Youtalkinginriddles.KhulumaIsiZulu

orTswanacauseIdon'tunderstandwhatyou

sayingmanje. 

Me:IneedabreakLuthando.Ineedtobealone,

fromeverythingandeveryone. 

Thando:Likeavacation? 

Me:Morethanthat.I'mtiredofcrying,ofhaving

topleasepeopleanddorightbyeveryone.Why

can'tIdome? 

Iwascryingbythen.Heletmecryinhischest

whilebrushingmyback.Everythingwasjusttoo

muchforme.ItwasoverwhelmingAndIfelt



likeIwassuffocating. 

I'vebeenherebefore.ButIwasn'tgoingtolet

myselfslipback.Backintothedark,worldof

depression. 

IhadachildIneededtothinkaboutandlivefor.

Ididn'tneedtheextrastress. 

Wasitwrongtobesoselfishandthinkofonly

mybabyandI? 

Me:I'msorry. 

Igotfreefromhisembraceandwalkedabit

distantfromhim

Me:Please. 

Thando:What? 

Me:Ican'tdoitThando.It'salltoomuchfor

me. 

Thando:Whatareyousaying? 

Me:I'msayingIneedabreak. 

Thando:Wejustgotbacktogether,don'tdo



this. 

Me:I'msorry. 

Thando:Khensani.. 

Me:No. 

Isaid,walkingawayashecalledandrantomy

car. 

Ijustcouldn'tdothis. 

Gettinginmycar,Iwastryingsomuchnotto

breakdown.Thisstresswasnotanygoodfor

meorformybaby. 

WhenIgothome,Isawmymother'scarparked

intheyardandIreallywasn'tinthemoodfor

heroranyoneelseforthatmatter. 

Ispentabouttenminutesinthecar,tryingto

calmmyselfdown. 

Igotoutafter,lockedItandwentinside.Ihad

leftmyshoppingbagsinthecar. 

Me:Afternoon. 



Dad:Youbackearly. 

Me:Ihadacurfew. 

IwasabouttogotomyroomwhenKholiswa

calledme.Isighedandturnedback. 

Me:Ma? 

Kholiswa:Areyouokay? 

Me:Yes,Iam. 

Dad:Youlooklikeyou'vebeencrying. 

Me:Somethinggotintomyeyes. 

Kholiswa:Younotokay,Icanseethat 

Me:Motherplease. 

Kholiswa:Actually,Icametoaskifyoudon't

wanttovisitmeforawhile. 

Me:Visityou? 

Kholiswa:Youhaven'tseenmyhouseKhen. 

Ilookedatdadthenbackather. 

Me:Actually,thatdoesn'tsoundlikeabedidea. 



Kholiswa:Really? 

Me:Yes,I'dlovetovisityou. 

MaybethiscouldbethebreakIneed.Iknow

momdoesn'tlivearoundandaplaceawayfrom

homecouldhelpmeoffload. 

Awayfromeveryoneandeverything. 

Asmuchasit'dbewithKholiswabutatleastit

won'tbeinmycomfortzone. 

AbreatheoffreshairisexactlywhatIneeded. 

Ijusthopeithelps. 

.

.
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LUTHANDO

IknowshithadhitthefanwhenIsawhercar

driveoffbutIstilldidn'twanttobelieveit.

SomeonemightaskmewhyIdidn'trunafter

herbutIwasstillarrestedbyshock. 



Atthispoint,Ifeltdefeatedandjustgotintomy

carafterabouttwentyminutes. 

Ilookedatmysonwhowassleepingso

peaceful.Atthispoint,IwishhecouldtalksoI

canjustaskhim. 

Me:Whydidmyheartchoosesuchahard

headedwoman? 

Butreally,Khensanijustlikesbeingdifficultfor

noreason. 

Ican'tspendmywholeliferunningafterher.I'm

toooldtobeplayinghideandseekkunje. 

IloveherbutIswearmyloveforherwouldbe

theendofme.I'vesacrificedsomuchforour

loveandshecan'tdoasimplething-stay. 

Iparkedoutsidemymother'shouseandgotout

withasleepingRomeo. 

Mom:Iwasn'texpectingyousoearly. 

Me:Iknow. 



Iwenttoputhiminhisbedwithmomfollowing

me.Ican'tlookafterRomeofulltimeandthat's

whyhestayswithmom.

IonlycometogethimfromWednesdaynight

sinceIonlyworkatmyownpace. 

Mom:What'sgoingon? 

Wewerenowsittingintheloungewhilehaving

someteawhichIfoundhermaking. 

Isighed.MymomwassofondofKhensanibut

IdoubtsheknewwhatIwasdealingwith.

Khensaniissochildish,sometimesIwonder

whyIevenputupwithherbutagain,theheart

wantswhatitwants. 

Me:Yourdaughterinlaw...Eish

Mom:Wenzeni? 

Me:Shewantedspace,again. 

Mom:What? 

Me:Shedidn'tevenbotherfightingforus.Allit



tookwasasimpleargumentwithhisdadabout

meandmanjeUfunaibreak.Ican'tdothis

anymore. 

Shesighed.Mymomhasalwaysbeengoodin

givingadvice,Iguessitcomeswithmarrya

pastor. 

Mom:IhatetosaythiskodwaNgivumelana

nawe(Iagreewithyou)

Iwasexpectinghertomaybetryandmakeme

seethingsfromKhensani'sperspectivebutshe

wasn'tchoosinganyside. 

That'sactuallyallIwanted.Ididn'tdoanything

toKhen,MomknowsIwouldhavetoldherbut

shejustdecidedtoletherpregnancyhormones

controlherAndmakeherthinkirrationally. 

Mom:Inlove,wehavetofightandstand

together,unitedwhateverobstaclescomeour

waybutsheseemstoloverunningaway. 

Me:Youknowwhat'sworse? 



Mom:What? 

Me:Shevisitedherexboyfriendyesterdayand

spentawholelotoftimewithherthennamhla

thishappens. 

Mom:Don'ttellmeyoukeepingtabsonthe

girl. 

Me:I'mnotmom.Kgomotsotoldme. 

Mom:Ooh,youalmostgotmethere. 

Me:Howdoyoutakememom? 

Mom:Iwasjustasking.Iknowhowcrazyyou

canget. 

Me:I'vegrownupnowandIhavetwokidsI

needtothinkof. 

Mom:Whenarewepayingdamages? 

Me:Iwasthinkingthisweek.Yazi,Ialsowanted

topaylobolabutI'mhavingmydoubtsnow. 

Mom:Sheneedstogrowup.Ifshecan'thandle

asimplehiccup,howwillshehandlemarriage? 



Me:ExactlywhatIthought. 

"Son,thisisasurprise"

Me:Dad. 

Dad:Areyouokay? 

Hesaid,comingtositdownnexttome. 

Me:I'mokay. 

MomlookedatmeandIneverevenreturned

thegaze.Ididn'twanttotalkmoreaboutthis. 

Iwasn'tgoingtogiveuponKhen,Ijustwantto

givehertimetojustgrowupnjethenwhenI'm

content,Icanthinkoffixingthingsbetweenus. 

IfIforceitnow,Imightendupregrettingit.

Rightnowshe'sjustconfused,notsureofwhat

shewants. 

Imean,howdoessheexpectmetofeelNgiyazi

thatshe'sbusyvisitingherex,locking

themselvesinroomswhilecarryingmybaby? 

Trustme,ifitwasn'tbecauseofRomeo,God



knowsIwouldn'thavebeenresponsibleformy

actions. 

Dad:I'myourfather,youknowyoucan'tlieto

me. 

Me:YouseemtoforgetthatI'mturning30. 

Dad:Luthando,evenifyouyou56yearsoldand

Grey,aslongasI'mstillalive,you'llalwaysbea

childtome. 

Me:I'mouttahere. 

Dad:Runningaway? 

Me:Dadplease,Ijustneedtogosort

somethingout.I'msleepingheretonight. 

Dad:Ihopeyouwon'tdoanythingyoumight

regret. 

Me:Don'tworrydad. 

Itookmycarkeysandleft,Ihadtodothis. 

Ifshedoesn'tcomebacktome,I'llknowit

wasn'tmeanttomebutonethingisforsure,I



won'tbehertoy. 

.

KHENSANI

Dad:Youdon'thavetogo. 

Me:Ineedabreakdad,Ineedtobreatheand

thismightbeexactlythatforme. 

Dad:Butyou'veonlybeenhereforwhat..2

days? 

Me:IknowandI'msorrybutI'mdoingthisfor

me. 

Kitso:Iactuallygetwhereyoucomingfrom.

You'vebeentryingtoworkonyourrelationships

witheveryoneelseandforgotaboutnumber

one.Wejustneedtobeselfishsometimes. 

Dad:Youagreeingwiththis? 

Kitso:LetthekidbreatheAndile.Youbusy

suffocatingherandshehastothinkabout

someoneelsenow.Surelyyoudon'twanther



relapsing. 

Me:Guys,I'mstillhere. 

Ididn'twantthemarguingovermeandIknow

mydad,hewouldn'thaveleftituntilhehasthe

lastwordandatthatpoint,itwasthelastthing

thatIwanted. 

Dad:She'smydaughter,Ineedhernexttome.

Youknowatthispoint,Iwishyouhadchosen

UJ. 

Kitso:She'sourdaughteryes,butyoucan't

expecthertostayherewhileyoualways

scoldingher.Shehasababytothinkofandyou

ofallpeopleshouldknowhowcrucialthefirst

trimesteris. 

Dad:Okay,IgetitAndI'msorry. 

Me:It'sokaydad.Besides,I'monlyleavingon

Sunday. 

Dad:IhopeKewe'llbeabletospendsometime

togetherthen. 



Me:Yeah,so,Bandileisturningonesoon.Iwas

thinking-

Kitso:Woah,slowdown.He'sbirthdayislike

monthsaway. 

Hewasactuallyturning7monthsnow. 

Kitso:Weshouldbetalkingaboutyourbirthday

sinceitsApril. 

Me:I'mreallynotlookingforwardtoit. 

Dad:Whynot? 

Me:Well,because-

MyphonerangsoIlookedatitfirstbefore

lookingatdad. 

Dad:Goahead,justdon'tdisappear. 

Me:Okaydad. 

Iwenttothekitchentoanswerit. 

Me:Hello? 

Thando:I'moutside,Ineedtoseeyou. 



Me:IthoughtItoldyouthat-

Hecutmeoff

Thando:Thiswon'ttakelong. 

Isighed. 

Me:I'mcoming. 

Iwentbacktothelounge. 

Me:Thandowantstospeaktomeabout

something,canIgo? 

Dad:I'mgivingyoutwentyminutes. 

Me:Okaydad. 

Ikissedhischeekthenwentout.Itwasactually

around7pmandabitdark.Hewasparkedat

thegatesoIhadtowalkallthedistancethere. 

Istoodnexttohiscar,wherehewasalso

standing. 

Thando:Yougood? 

Inodded. 



Thando:I'lljustcutstraighttothechase.I'm

tiredKhensani.I'mtiredofrunningafteryou.

NowIfeellikeTom,busyrunningafterJerry

whileIknowI'llnevercatchher.Itendshere

now. 

Me:Iwasn'tsayingrunafterme,allIaskedwas

some-

Thando:SpaceandI'mgivingyouthat.Ilove

youKhensani,somuch,Iloveyouevenmore

thanIlovePaigebutIcan'tdothis. 

Me:I..Idon'tunderstand 

Thando:Ithinkit'sbestifwejustgoour

separateways.I'llbethereforyouasthe

motherofmybabyandit'llendthereuntilI'm

surethatyou'vegottenyourprioritiesstraight. 

Me:You..Breakingupwith..me? 

Iaskedwithabreakingvoice.Ididn'twantto

cry,Icouldn't. 

Thando:I'mjustgivingyouspacetodoasyou



wishAndI'msayingIwon'tletyoucometome

whenyouwanttoandtossmeasidewhenshit

hitsthefan. 

Ijuststartedgoingbackwardsthenranback

intotheyard.Thandobrokeupwithme.Hegot

mepregnantandnowhe'sleavingme. 

Ididn'tneedtothinkmuchaboutit. 

Dad:Areyouokay? 

Me:IthinkI'llbeleavingtomorrow. 

Iwasstillinshock,Ididn'twanttobelieveit.I

didn'twanttobelievethatheleftme,heleftus. 

Therewasnothingmoretothinkabout. 

Hedidn'tlovemeanymore.Wasitbecauseof

theweightgain?I'vealwaysbeenabiggirl,I

thoughtheknewthat. 

Fourweekslater,itwasthefirstweekofMay

andIwasnowofficially20years. 

Ican'tsayitwaseasybecauseitwasn'tbutthe



fastingalsohelpedme. 

Thingaboutfastingis,itbringsusclosertoGod.

Asyourphysicalbodygetsweak,thespiritual

mangetsstrengthened.Rememberthatour

GodIsaspiritandthestrongerourspiritual

mangets,thecloseronegetstoGod. 

IwashappythatIwasabletohelpandIhoped

thatthetwodon'tmakethesamemistake

twice. 

OurGodmightbegraciousandforgivingbutwe

shouldn'tyouhisgraceasanopportunityfor

thefleshtosin. 

Wecannotcontinueinsinsothatgracemight

abide.Weneedtokeepinmindthatwedonot

deservethisgracebutthroughthesheddingof

thebloodofJesusChrist,weobtainedgrace.

Romans6:23"Forthewagesofsinisdeath;

butthegiftofGodiseternallifethroughJesus

ChristourLord."

ThandoandI..Well,whatcanIsay? 



Iwasjustmoreconcernedaboutmyspiritual

lifeandmydaughteraboveeverything.Ididn't

wannastressmyself. 

Ilovehim,Ireallydobutmylifewasn'tgoingto

revolvearoundarelationship. 

Weoftenbendoverbackwardstopleasepeople

thatweforgetaboutourselves.I'moneofthe

peoplewhohaslivedmostoftheirlivestrying

topleasepeoplebutwhenIacceptedJesus,I

learnttolivetopleasehim. 

Inthisjourneyofsalvation,weslipandfallbut

whatmattersisgettingup,dustingourselves

andcontinuinginthejourney.

IhadaskedGodforforgivenessandrepented

becausethetruthis,Ihadbeenlivingasinful

life. 

Iwasnow4monthspregnantandcouldn'tget

enoughofmybabybump.Itlookedsocute. 

Ntandohadalreadyappointedhimselfas



Paige'sgodmother.

Yes,thedoctorhadalsoconfirmedthatIwas

carryingagirl. 

It'sWednesdaytodayandIhavejusttakena

showerandstaringatmyreflectiononthe

mirror. 

IputmyhandsonmystomachbeforeIstarted

talking. 

Me:Goodmorningbaby.Mommylovesyouso

much,neverforgetthat.IpromiseI'lldo

anythingtoprotectyouandwillgiveyouthe

bestloveandcareyoucaneverthinkof.I'll

alwaysbethereforyou,throughitall. 

IthentookoutGreyleggings,withaGrey

hoodieandNikeRosh.Itwasabitchilly

outside. 

IstillhadmyweaveonandIwasthinkingof

goingtotakeitoutanddoingsomesimple

straightback. 



Anyway,Iputeverythinginmybag,tookmy

phonethenwentdownstairs. 

Gettingthere,Imademyselfsomefruitsalad

andsmoothie. 

ItextedThandosinceIwantedhimtobring

RomeooverbecauseImissedhim.Just

becausehisfatherandIarenolongertogether,

doesn'tmeanIcan'tspendanytimewithhim. 

Thando:We'llcomeonFriday,needanything?

Maybesomecash? 

Me:No,I'mgood. 

Thando:I'llsendsomenje,forthebaby. 

Me:Youdon'thaveto.Themoneyyousentlast

monthisstillinmyaccount. 

Thando:Iwasn'taskingyouKhensani. 

Me:Ofcourse,whydidIevenbothersayingno? 

Thando:Idon'twannafight.Iloveyouandbye. 

Me:Bye. 



Thando:IsaidIloveyou,kissmybabyforme. 

Me:Whatever. 

Ihungup,warmedsomepizzathenleftafter

eating. 

Ntando:Youglowing. 

Hesaid,immediatelywhenIbrokefreefromhis

embrace. 

Me:Pregnancyglowmgani. 

Ntando:AndhereIwasthinkingyou'lltellmeof

somemorningglory. 

Me:Aah,sorrytodisappoint. 

Ntando:Anywho,IhaveadateonFriday. 

Me:Withwho? 

Ntando:That'sformetoknowandyoutofind

out. 

Me:Haibo,Ithoughtwewerefriends. 

Ntando:Thisoneistoohot..Andbisexual



Ilaughed..

Me:SoyouthinkI'lldoyoulikethat? 

Ntando:It'snotyouIdon'ttrust. 

Ijustlaughedandwegotinsidethelecturehall. 

Ihaven'tseenNobuhleinawhile,Iwonder

what'skeepingherpreoccupiedthesedays. 

.
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Igothomesotired.Likemylegswerekilling

me. 

Ijusttookoffmyshoesatthekitchenandwent

tothrowmyselfonthecouch.Ineededto

breathealittleandit'sthehungerthattookme

offthecouch. 

IwouldhavewenttoshowerfirstbutwhoamI

kidding?Iwashungryandeverythingelsehad

tostopbecausemybabyjustloveseating.

You'dthinkshe'snotagirl. 



IshouldnameherPizzasinceitswhatI'm

alwayscravingnowadays. 

Iwenttowarmfourslicesthenpouredmyselfa

glassofTropika. 

Itookmypizzaandjuicethenwenttositonthe

couch,withmylegsonthecoffeetable. 

Aknockonmydoorwaswhatgotagroanfrom

me. 

Me:Goaway! 

Ishouted.Iwasjustlazytogetupnje. 

Theydidn'tstopshamesoIsnortedthentook

myfeetoffthetableandwalkedtothedoor.

Me:What?...Oh,hi. 

Thoriso:CanIcomein? 

Me:Umm,ofcourse. 

Imadespaceforhimtogetin. 

Thoriso:Icamewithfood. 



Hesaid,flashingabrownpaperbaginmyface. 

Igrinnedandhechuckled. 

Me:Please,makeyourselfathome. 

Iclosedthedoor.Hetookouttwoplatesand

dishedupforus. 

ItwastakeawaysfromNandosandthearoma

wassoinviting. 

Hegavememyplateandwewenttositdown. 

HechuckledwhenhesawIhadbeeneating. 

Me:Don'tevensayit. 

Thoriso:Iwasn'tgoingtosayanything. 

Me:Goodchoice. 

Thoriso:Youlookgood. 

Me:I'mfat. 

IreallywasfatbutIdidn'tcare.It'snotlikeIhad

amanIhadtoimpresssomeoneIwasgood

withhowIlooked. 



Thingaboutbeinginarelationshipisyoutryso

muchtoimpressyourspecialsomebody,you

trytoalwayskeepthefireburning,tokeepthem

interestedbecauseoffearofhavingthemfall

forsomeoneelse.Thebiggestfearbeingthat

oflosingthembecausesomehowyou've

convincedyourselfyoucan'tlivewithoutthem. 

Thoriso:Idon'tseefatanywherethere. 

Me:That'scute,youbeingnice. 

Itookabigbiteofmychicken. 

Me:Delicious. 

Hesmiled. 

Me:How'swork? 

Thoriso:It'sokay,there'spressurebutWell,it's

nothingI'mnotusedto. 

Me:Goodtoseeyouenjoywhatyoudo.I've

heardofpeoplebeingmiserableTheirwhole

livesbecausetheychosethewrongcareers. 



Thoriso:Peoplearemorefondofchasing

moneyinsteadoffollowingtheirhearts.They're

lookingforthehighestpayingjobinsteadof

beingpatient. 

Me:It'sadogeatdogworldorsoI'veheard. 

Thoriso:Butitdoesn'thavetobe.Therichkeep

gettingrichandthepoorkeeplosinghope. 

Me:ButweChristiansright?It'sourjobtotake

careofthepoor. 

Thoriso:Wedoourpartbutthepeopleneedto

learntolisten.

Me:Youright.Ignoranceisnotbliss. 

Thoriso:Exactly.Andhowareyou? 

Me:I'mokay,you? 

Thoriso:I'mfine.I'veseentheworksyoudoat

church. 

Me:WhatdoIdo? 

Thoriso:Youworshipintruthandinspirit. 



Me:OurGodisaspiritandthosewhoworship

himshouldworshipintruthandinspirit 

Thoriso:John4:24

Welaughedandcontinuedtalking.Hechilled

withmeuntilIstartedyawningandIwalkedhim

out. 

Iwentbackinsidethenswitchedoffthelights

downstairs. 

IwentupandtookaquickshowersinceIknew

IwasgoingtofallasleepinthebathtubifIwere

totakeabath. 

Idried,lotionedthenworemypyjamasandgot

insidemybed. 

Iimmediatelyfellasleepwhenmyheadtouched

thepillow. 

FridaycamesoonerthanIthoughtandIjust

couldn'tWait. 

Ihadjustattendedmylastlessonfortheday

andwewereinthecafeteriawhilehavingsome



frieswithrolls. 

Ntando:Sohe'scomingwithhisson? 

Me:Yeah,IjustmissRomeo. 

Ntando:Oryoujustusinghimasanexcuseto

seethatsexy,dashingman. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Notreally.Ijustmisshim. 

Ntando:Denyitallyouwant. 

Me:Actually,youshouldcomewithmethen

youcanfinallymeetthem. 

Ntando:That'sifIwon'tmeltinhispresence. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:He'snotthathot. 

Ntando:Youright,he'sflames. 

Welaughed.Hemadeafanwithhishand. 

Me:WhenlastdidyouseeNobuhle? 

Ntando:Haven'tseenherinawhile.



Me:Maybeshe'sbeenbusy. 

Ntando:Probably 

Heshruggedhisshoulders.Weateoversilly

chatsthenwewenttomycar. 

WegotinanddrovetoRoman'spizzafirst

beforeIfinallydroveustomyflat. 

Thedoorwasn'tlockedsoIjustassumedthey

werehere. 

Ntando:Youdidn'tmentionhehasyourkey. 

Hesaid,whispering. 

Me:Ineverevengaveittohim. 

Iwhisperedback.Iputthepizzaonthetable

andtookoffmyshoesAndjustwalkedinmy

socks. 

WewentinandRomeowasalone,watching

TV. 

HerantomeandIpickedhimupandkissed

him. 



Me:Howareyoubigboy? 

Romeo:I'mgood,justmissedyou. 

Me:Imissedyoutoo. 

Ntando:I'llgodishupsomepizzaforyou. 

Me:Ncooa,thanksbabe. 

Hechuckledandwent. 

Thando:That'smyreplacement? 

Ichuckled. 

Me:HeyTumelo. 

IputRomeodownsincehewasgettingheavy

formenow. 

NtandocamewithmyplateandIthinkhe

hadn'tseenLuthandoyetbecausewhenhedid,

hestoppedonhistracksandjustfroze. 

Luthandolookedathimweirdlythenatme,I

justlaughedandtooktheplatefromhim. 

Me:Thanks 



Hewasstillfrozen,couldn'teventalk. 

Ipokedhim. 

Ntando:Umm..I.IthinkIhaveto..Yeah..Umm.

I'llseeyoulove. 

Me:Letmewalkyouout. 

Iputmypizzaonthetablethenwalkedhimout

whilelaughing. 

Heexhaledloudlywhenwegotoutside,I

couldn'tstoplaughingathim. 

Ntando:Stoplaughing,it'snotfunny. 

Hesaid,makingafanwithhishandwhile

breathinginandoutloudly. 

Ntando:Ididn'tthinkhewasthishot. 

Me:Youcanhavehim. 

Ntando:Iwon'tbeabletohandlesomuch

saucemgani. 

Ilaughed.WehuggedthenIwalkedback. 



WhenIsawThando,Ijustlaughed.Helookedat

mewithhiseyebrowsbroughttogether 

IjustsatdownthensatRomeoonmylap. 

Me:Youweresaying? 

Thando:TsekKhensani. 

Me:Wannagoout? 

IaskedRomeoandhenodded. 

Me:Good,Ineedsomenewclothes.Mineare

justsobig. 

Thando:It'sbecauseyoualwaysstuffingyour

facewithfood.

Me:Iwasn'taskingforyouropinion. 

Isaid,rollingmyeyes. 

Romeo:ArewealsogoingtogowithAunty-

Thando:Romeo,don'tyoudare. 

Me:Aunty? 

HelookedatThandowhojustshookhishead. 



Me:LetthekidspeakTumelo. 

Thando:WhatdidIsayaboutkidswhodon't

knowtheirplace? 

Romeo:Thatthey're..Naughty? 

Thando:Areyounaughty? 

Romeo:Nodaddy. 

Thando:Thendon'tstartnow. 

Helookeddownandstartedplayingwithhis

fingers. 

Me:He'sjustakidThando.

Thando:Youknowwhatmymomusedtosay? 

Me:ObviouslyIdon'tknow. 

Thando:Leojwalesalemetsi. 

Me:Huh? 

Thando:Simplymeansyouhavetotamethem

whilethey'restillyoung. 

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhyyoudidn'tlethim



finish,itshouldn'tbemuchofabigdeal.Letme

quicklygochange. 

Iputhimnexttomethenwentupstairs. 

Itookaquickshowerthenworeamaxidress,

whichwastightbutIwasjustgladthatitcould

actuallyfeetwithsleepers. 

Iwasalsogoingtodomyhair,somethingIhad

beendreadingforawhilenow. 

Iworeadenimjacketthenacaponmyhead,

tookmyphone,carkeysandbagthenwent

downstairs. 

Thando:Ohno,younotdriving. 

Me:What? 

Hestoodupandtookthecarkeysfromme. 

Me:Yougottabekiddingme!

Thando:Areyoucomingor? 

Isnortedandjustfollowedhim,whileholding

handswithRomeo. 



HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinthen

buckledRomeoatthebackthenwentintothe

driverseat. 

Me:Can'twaitforyoutogoback. 

Thando:Wellfornow,youstuckwithme. 

Irolledmyeyesandsankdownonmyseat. 

Heplayedsomemusicanddroveoff.He

parkedatthemallthencamemysideand

openedmydoorforme. 

Itookmyphoneandbagthengotoutand

closedthedoor.Hehadalreadyunbuckled

Romeo. 

Me:Soyoualsogoingtofollowus? 

Thando:I'llbearoundthemall,you'llcallwhen

youneedme. 

Me:That'sbetter. 

ItookRomeoandwewalkedin.Istartedoffat

thesalon.Theytookoffmyweave,washedmy



hairthenafterdryingit,theyplaitedmebig

conrowsinblack. 

Me:Youhungry? 

Henodded.WewenttoMacDonaldsforsome

burgersandfromthere,wewentforour

shopping. 

IwasatGameandwewereatthetoyaisle

whenThandocame. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Iforgottogiveyouthis. 

Hesaid,givingmehiscard. 

Me:I'mfine,gotitcovered. 

Thando:Stopbeinghardheadedandtakeit. 

Me:I'llpaywithmyownmoneyTumelo. 

Thando:Youmakingmefeeluseless. 

Me:Wenolongertogether,youdon'thaveto

worryyourselfaboutme. 



Thando:Youshouldknowbynowthat,that's

impossible. 

Me:Youstillhere? 

Thando:Iwon'tgounlessyoutakeit. 

Me:okayfine. 

Itookitfromhim. 

Me:Happy? 

Thando:Yes. 

Hekissedmeonthecheekthenleft.Howdid

heevenknowwherewewere? 

Hethinksmetakingthecardismepayingwith

it?Hemustbecrazy. 

IletRomeopickwhathewantedthenwewent

topay,Ipaidwithmycardactually. 

WethenwenttoSportscenewherewebought

matchingshoesandIboughtsomehoodiesfor

myself.Nikeoneinpink,Adidasinblackand

Pumainnavyblue.Islalomboughtsometops



thenpaidwithhiscardjusttosavemyself

somemoney. 

Wewenttobuysomeclothes,foodandbythe

timeweweredone,Iwasdogtired. 

"Needhelp?"

Me:I'mokay. 

Ididn'teventurntolookatwhowastalking. 

"Khensani?"

Iturned. 

Me:Mpho? 

Hesmiled.HewassotallthatIwaslookingup

athim. 

Mpho:Youevenmoresexynow. 

Perv! 

.
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Me:StillanassholeIsee. 



Hechuckled,revealinghisgoldtooth. 

Mpho:It'sbeensixyearsKhen,peoplechange. 

Me:WhatareyoudoinghereVele? 

Mpho:Igotajobaroundhere.Shouldbeasking

youthat. 

Me:Varsity. 

Mpho:Imustadmit.Youlookgood,really

good. 

Hesaid,bitinghislips.Mphohasalwaysbeen

handsome.Hewasevenmorehandsomenow,

withasmallbeardandthosepineapple

hairstyles. 

Hewaswearingsemiformal.Ajean,withashirt

andtie. 

Romeo:Mommy,who'sthis? 

Mpho:He'syours? 

Me:Whatdoyouthink? 

Iasked,rollingmyeyes. 



Mpho:WhydidIeverletyougo? 

Me:Toolatetoaskthat. 

Mpho:I'veheardapersoncanneverforgettheir

first. 

Me:I'mactuallywaitingforyoutogettothe

point. 

Mpho:Feisty,Ilike.Look,I'minarush.Here's

mynumber,maybewecancatchup. 

Hegavemehisbusinesscardthenkissedme

onthecheekbeforeleaving. 

Thando:Who'sthat? 

Me:Noneofyourbusiness. 

Idon'tevenknowwhereheappearedfrom.My

mindwasstillonMpho.WedatedwhenIwas

14,he'sactuallytheguywhobrokemyvirginity

thenleftmewithabrokenheart. 

Ihatedhimmostofmylifebutnow..Ijust

wasn'tthereanymore. 



Ilookedatthebusinesscardhegaveme.He

hadalwaysbeenolderthanmeandmore

experienced,Iguessthat'swhyIneverrealized

thathewasplayingmeuntilhehadgottenwhat

hewanted. 

Oh,howstupidIhadbeen. 

WewenttothecarprettysilentandIguess

everyonewasintheirownthoughts. 

Ionlyrealisedhewasmadwhenhedidn'topen

thedoorformeandIendedupgettinginthe

back,withRomeo. 

Thando:I'mnotdrivingthepresidentNna. 

Ididn'treply.Hewasfoldinghisarms,andNot

startedthecar. 

Iactuallywonderedwhatthehellhewason

about. 

Romeo:Daddy,drive. 

Thando:AslongasI'mstillalonehere,Iwon't

drive.Wemightevenspendthenightinthecar. 



Me:Haiphuma,I'lldrivemyself. 

Thando:Don'tpissmeoffmorethanyou

alreadyhave. 

Me:Thendrive. 

Thando:IsaidI'mnotachauffeurandI'mnot

drivingthepresident.I'mnotanevenanescort. 

IrealizedthatifIdidn'tdoanything,wewere

goingtospendthewholedayinheresoIjust

gotoutthenwenttothefront. 

HeimmediatelystartedthecarAnddrove.

Whenwegothome,Iimmediatelygotoutwhen

thecarstoppedandtookmyshoppingbags 

Thando:Nicehairstyle. 

Me:Thanks. 

Thando:So,whowasthatguy? 

Me:Mynewboyfriend. 

Isaid,rollingmyeyes.HewasholdingRomeo

andtheotherbags. 



Thando:Don'tfuckwithmeKhensani. 

Me:Youbrokeupwithme,surelyyoudidn't

thinkIwouldn'tmoveon. 

Thando:Actually,Ididn't. 

Me:Well,toughluck. 

IstartedpackingthefoodIhadboughtthen

warmedupsomepizzaformyself. 

IwassotiredthatIfellasleeponthecouch

withtheplateinmyhands. 

Iwaswokenupbymygrowlingstomach.I

didn'twanttogetupbutIcouldn'tignorethe

hunger. 

Iwasinbed,inmypyjamassoIguessThando

isthewhobroughtmehere. 

Iwasjustgladhewasn'tsleepingwithmeon

mybed. 

IwenttothebathroomwhereIrinsedmymouth

thenwenttothekitchenwhereIfriedsome



wingsformyselfthenatewithbreadrolls. 

IpouredmyselfaglassofJuicethenwarmed

upsomepizzaandate. 

Afterburping.Iwentbackupstairsandslept. 

Ididn'tevenknowwhetherIwasaloneornot. 

.

.
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Iwaswokenupbyabeautifularomacoming

fromthekitchenanditseemsithadfilledthe

entireflat. 

Iputonmysleepersthenwenttothebathroom

whereIwashedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth

thenwentdownstairs. 

RomeorantomejustasIcamedownandI

kissedhimonthecheekbecauseIwastoolazy

topickhimup. 



Me:Morning 

IsaidtoThandowhowasmakingbreakfastand

henodded.Okay. 

Iopenedthefridgeandtookoutsomefruits,

yoghurtandjuicethenputtheminablender

andmademyselfasmoothie. 

Thando:IthoughtI'dbringyousomebreakfast

inbedbutyoubeatmetoit. 

Me:That'ssweetbutI'mhungrynow.AndI'm

sureRomeoistoo,right? 

Romeonodded. 

Thando:I'llquicklydishup. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Thando:Anyplansfortoday? 

Me:Nope.I'mstayingindoors,withmyson

whilewatchingmoviesandstuffingourfaces. 

Thando:Oh,well,I'llleaveyouguystoit. 

Me:Goingsomewhere? 



Thando:Yeah,thoughIwouldhavelovedto

takeyouwithbutit'scool. 

Me:Okay. 

Hedishedupforusandweate. 

Iwashedthedishesaftereatingthencleaned

aroundwithhishelpwhiletakingabreakevery

fiveminutesbutsoonenough,weweredone

andIwashungry. 

Thando:Wegoingtohavesuchafatchild. 

Me:Chubbyistheword. 

Thando:Haveyouthoughtofnamesyet? 

Me:JustPaige.I'veneverreallythoughtofa

propername. 

Thando:IwasthinkingSiphesihle.

Me:Siphesihle..Goodname. 

Thando:Soit'sSiphesihlePaigeNgcobo. 

Me:SiphesihlePaigeDlamini. 



Thando:YoucarryingmychildKhensaniandmy

childisaNgcobojustlikeRomeoisaNgcobo. 

Me:Doesn'tRomeohaveanothername? 

Thando:Hedoes. 

Me:Haibo,youwaitingformetoaskyou? 

Thando:Istillhaven'tbroughtyourbirthday

gift. 

Me:It'sMayandwell,youdidn'thavetobuyme

one. 

Thando:Youthemotherofmykids,ofcourseI

haveto. 

Me:WebrokeupThando,youdon'thavetodo

anythingformeanymore. 

Thando:Idon'twannaargue.I'llseeyouguys

whenIcomeback. 

Me:Bye. 

Hekissedmeonmycheekandalsokissedhis

son. 



Thando:Iloveyouguys. 

Me:Okay,bye. 

Thando:Whyareyoubeinglikethis? 

Me:Whyareyoustillhere? 

Heclickedhistonguethenleft.Iwenttolock

thedoor. 

Me:I'mgoingtobathNeh,thenwecanwatcha

movie. 

Romeo:Okaymommy. 

Ithenwentupstairs.Icouldn'ttakemyown

timeinthebathtubsinceIhadakidoverso

afterbathing,Idriedthenlotioned.Iworemy

underwearthenabigoversizedhoodiewitha

leatherleggingandbootssleepers. 

IworeablackMinniemousebeaniewithTwo

earsthenwentdownstairs. 

Me:Let'spreparesomesnacksboy. 

Romeo:Okay. 



Hegotupthencamewithmeandweprepared

somesnacks.

Itwascheesecurls,marshmallows,smarties,

winegums,chocolatepops,Layssnacksand

somebiscuits. 

Ialsomadepopcorn,andsomesandwiches

withmuffinsweboughtyesterdayandsome

juicethenwewenttoputeverythingontopof

thecoffeetable. 

Me:So,whichmoviedoyouwannawatch? 

Romeo:Thesmurfs. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Thesmurfsitis. 

Wespentthewholedaywatchingevery

animationmovieyoucanthinkofandImust

admit,Ireallyenjoyedthem. 

Wehadevenorderedsomepizzasowewere

juststuffingourfacesnje. 



Thando:You'llbecryingtomewhenyoucan't

loseallthebabyweightbecauseyoucan'tstop

eating. 

Me:FotshekLuthando. 

Thando:Youdidn'tevencook. 

Me:I'mnotyourwife,chini. 

Romeo:I'mtiredmom. 

Me:Let'sgotuckyouin. 

WewenttomyroomandItuckedhiminand

watchedhimashefellasleepwithinaminute. 

Iwentbackdownstairsandtidiedup. 

Thando:What'sthis? 

HewasholdingthebusinesscardMphogave

me. 

Me:Iwasactuallythinkingofburningthat. 

Thando:Thisisthesameguyfromyesterday. 

Me:He'sjustsomeoneI'dratherneversee



again. 

Thando:Icanmakethathappen. 

Me:Iwasn'taskingyoutointervene. 

Thando:What'sthestorythere? 

Me:Thandoplease,I'drathernottalkaboutit. 

Thando:Whynot? 

Me:Pleasestopbarging,nagging. 

Thando:Okay,sorry. 

Me:Whatwouldyouliketoeat? 

Thando:Iate. 

Me:ThenwhydiditbotheryouthatIdidn't

cook? 

Thando:Okay,I'msorry. 

Me:Justgetoutofmyface! 

Thando:Yoh

ButThandowasseriouslygettingonmynerves.

Hewascomplainingaboutmenotcookingand



thenwhenIaskhimwhathewants,hesays

he'sfull. 

That'spuredisrespectful. 

Anyway,ImadesomebrownriceAndchicken

stirfryformyself. 

Iwasactuallybusycookingwhensomeone

knocked.Iwipedmyhandsthenwenttoopen. 

Me:Hey. 

Thoriso:Hi,wow,youlookgood. 

Me:Thankyou,youcangetin. 

Thando:Whowasthatonthe...Who'sthis? 

Me:Iwascooking.AtleastIwon'thavetoeat

alone. 

Thoriso:ThenIcamejustIntime. 

Thando:Whoareyou? 

Thorisolookedatmethenbackathim. 

Thoriso:Thoriso. 



Thando:Whatareyoudoinghere? 

Thoriso:IcametoseeKhen. 

Thando:Regardingwhat? 

Me:Haibo,Luthando,leavethepoorguyalone. 

ItookThoriso'shandandwentbacktothe

kitchen.Luthandowasfollowingus. 

Me:GiveusabreakTogo. 

Thando:Areyoucheatingonme? 

Ichuckledindisbelief,thisguy. 

Me:I'mnotcheatingonyouLuthando!Wenot

evenTogether. 

Thando:Don'tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatme. 

Thoriso:IthinkIshouldleave. 

Me:Younotgoinganywhere. 

Thando:Actually,vayabeforeIdosomethingI

mightregret. 

Thorisojustchuckled. 



Thoriso:I'llseeyousomeothertime. 

Wehuggedthenheleftwithmewalkinghimto

thedoor. 

Igroaned,gettingbackintothehouse. 

Me:Whatthehellwasthat?! 

Thando:YoubusyinvitingmeninherewhenI'm

absent?Ishethereasonyouwantedspace? 

Me:Areyouevenlisteningtoyourself?This,

righthereisthereasonIwantedspace.You

impossibleTumelo. 

Igroanedthenwenttodishupformyself. 

Thando:Ithinkyoushouldmoveoutofhere,I'll

findusahouse,evenclosertoyourcampus. 

Me:Wenolongertogether!Youbrokeupwith

me,youshouldstopactinglikewestill

together. 

Thando:He'sevenmakingusfight. 

Me:Indabayoualwaysmakeyourown



conclusionswithoutasking.Thatguyyoujust

chasedoutisjustafriend,wegotothesame

church! 

Thando:He'sstillaman.AndIknowhowthey

think. 

Me:Luthandoplease. 

Ifeltasharppainonmystomachand

screamedabitinagony,holdingwhereIwas

feelingpain. 

Thando:Youokay?

Hesoundedconcerned. 

Me:Justleavemealone. 

Ibreathedinandoutuntilthepainceasedthen

satdown. 

Thando:Youokay?

Me:I'mfine. 

Istartedeatingandhewaswatchingme. 

Me:Yousuffocatingme. 



Thando:Youjustgroanedinpain,whatdoyou

expectmetodo? 

Me:Maybeifyouweren'taboutalwaysstarting

somethingwithme,thiswouldn'thave

happened. 

Thando:Please,let'sjust-

Me:No,justleavemealone. 

Thando:Khensani 

Me:No. 

HefinallyleftmeandIcouldeat.Iwasjusttired.

ThisisthesamereasonwhyIwantedspace,

becauseofhimandhishabitofalways

suffocatingme. 

Thorisoisharmless,hedidn'tevendeserveto

betreatedthatwayandhejusthadtocome

thenactlikeAllcontrolisinhishands. 

....................................................................

IhadpackedmostofmyclothessinceIwas



goinghomefortheholidays. 

Iwasn'tdrivingthistime,momhadbookeda

flightformeandapartofmewonderedifit's

evensafeornot. 

IhadneverevenbeenonaplanebeforesoI

waskindofscaredandanxious. 

Iwasnow23weekspregnantandevenablind

personcouldseeI'mpregnant,that'showmuch

Iwasshowing. 

Shehadsentsomeoneovertodrivemetothe

airport. 

Iwasinthekitchen,havingsomeRooibostea

whensomeoneknockedonthedoor. 

Iwenttoopen. 

Me:Woah. 

Buhle:Hey. 

Me:Wherehaveyoubeengirl? 

Isaid,givingherahug 



Buhle:Youlooksobig. 

Me:I'mpregnant.Getin. 

Buhle:Thanks.Yougoingsomewhere? 

Me:Yeah,home. 

Buhle:Oh,nice. 

Me:Youain'tgoinghomeWena? 

Buhle:It'sjust..Ineedtotalktoyouabout

something. 

Me:Oh,Umm..Okay 

Wewenttositdowninthelounge.Myflight

wasat12:00pm.

Me:So? 

Buhle:I..Idon'tknowwheretostart. 

Me:Thissoundsserious. 

Buhle:It'sjust...It'saboutLuthando. 

Me:Haike,youdon'thavetotellmebecausewe

brokeup. 



Buhle:Pleaseunderstandthatitwasamistake

anditshouldn'thavehappened. 

Me:What? 

Buhle:TizzandIwerefightingthenwell,we..

It's 

Me:Khulumaphela,youknowIdon'thavemuch

time. 

Buhle:I'mpregnantandIthinkThandoisthe

father. 

Me:What? 

Buhle:Itwasamistake,IloveTizz,Ireallydo

butwedidn'tmeanforIttohappenandmy

familywantshimtomarryme. 

IfelttheairgettingthinnerandthinneruntilI

couldn'tevenbreathe. 

Myheadwasspinning,everythingwasgetting

blurryandblurry,Icouldn'tevenstandup. 

Buhle:I'mreallysorry. 



Me:Getout. 

Buhle:KhensaniI. 

Me:GetoutNobuhle! 

Buhle:Pleasejust

Itriedgettingupbutfeltaverysharppainon

mystomach. 

Buhle:Youbleeding. 

Me:Justleave! 

Isaid,tryingtoactlikethepainwasn'ttherebut

itjustkeptgettingworseandworseandIthink

that'swhenIblackedout. 

.

.
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LUTHANDO 

Me:Youdidwhat? 



Buhle:Shehadtoknow. 

Me:Know?Areyoufuckenoutofyourmind? 

Buhle:I'mcarryingyourbaby. 

Me:She'scarryingmybaby.Idon'teven

rememberushavingsex! 

Buhle:Becauseyouweredrunk. 

Me:Ineverdrinkoverboard. 

Buhle:Idon'tknowwhyyoukeepdenyingthis. 

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhyI'mstilltalkingto

you! 

Buhle:She'sinhospital. 

Me:What? 

Buhle:Thingis,shekindofcollapsedafterItold

herandshewasbleedingand-

Ihungupandthrewmyphoneagainstthewall. 

Ifeltbad.Idon'tknowhowthisevenhappened.

SheclaimswefuckedbutIdon'teven



remembershit. 

Iwasgoingcrazy,Ididn'tknowwhetherto

screamorshout.Thisbitch! 

Igroaned,pullingmyhair.I'moutofthecountry

andmybabyusadmitted. 

HowamIgoingtodothis? 

Tizz:Wulfricmyman. 

Me:Thisbitchofyoursisreallygettingonmy

nerves. 

Tizz:Pleasedon'ttellmeaboutthathoe. 

Me:Shemusthavespikedmydrink. 

Tizz:Iwouldn'tputitpasther.She'scapableof

anything. 

Me:HowdidsheevenknowwhereIlive? 

Tizz:Ikindofshowedhersometimewhenwe

werejustpassingby. 

Me:It'sgoingtotakeme20HrstogettoSouth

Africa. 



Tizz:Butwejustgothere,youcan'tleave. 

Me:Khensaniisinhospital.Shewasbleeding,

shemighthavelostthebaby,don'tyouknow

howtraumaticthatmightbeforher? 

Tizz:Okay,calmdown. 

Me:Don'ttellmetofuckencalmdown! 

Zik:Jōshiwaanatanotamenijunbigadekite

imasu(Thebossisreadyforyou)

Me:Chōdowatashitachinishunkanoataeru

(Justgiveusamoment)

Zik:Sate,nagaijikanwakakarimasen(Okay,

don'ttakelong)

Me:Watashitachihashimasen(Wewon't)

Henoddedandleft. 

Tizz:Youknowhowimpatientthatfuckercan

get,justpullyourselftogether,we'lltalkabout

this. 

Me:Easyforyoutosay. 



Tizz:Remember,youdoingthisforKhensani,

foryourfuturefamily. 

Me:Theremightnotevenbeafamilybecause

ofher. 

Tizz:Ican'tbelievesheplayedmejustlikethat.

Khanteallshewantedwastogetintoyour

pants. 

Me:Thatbitchrapedme. 

Hechuckled. 

Tizz:Youcrazy. 

Me:Let'sgoman. 

Okay,youprobablywonderingwhereIam.I'min

Tokyoforamulti-billiondollarDeal.They're

buildingsomethingmajorandknowingour

capabilities,wewerethefirstonthedeal. 

Ifthisgoeswell,Imightnevereverhavetowork

allmylife. 

Icouldn'tkeepmymindoffKhensani. 



Wecan'tevenkillthisNobuhlesinceTizzwas

stupidenoughtoletherinonsomeofourdeals

andturnsout,shehadbeenworkingwithoneof

ourbigrivalssothere'snoeasywaytogetat

this. 

Threehourslater,weweredonewithour

presentationandhopingthatwegetit. 

Wewerebackinourhotelroom.Wehad

bookedaroomatTheTokyoStationHotel.

Itwasn'teasytryingtothinkaboutmybabyand

howshecouldbefeeling. 

GodknowshowmuchIloveKhensani,howI'd

doanythingforheranditsuckedthatIwasso

farfromhernow 

Tizz:Let'skillher. 

Me:Youknowthepolicewouldbeonourtailin

amillisecond. 

Tizz:NayeKhensanishouldn'thavetaken

Nobuhle'sman. 



Me:That'swhatit'sallabout? 

Tizz:Yep.Shewantedhertofellthepainshe

feltwhenheleftherforKhensani. 

Me:Who'sthatdog? 

Tizz:Kamogelo. 

Me:Sonofabitch! 

Tizz:Tothinksheevenknowswhichhotelwe

bookedinto. 

Me:Shedoesn'tknowmewell.Callingmeon

mypersonalphone,WAntlwaela! 

Tizz:Youdoknowthatshouldwegetthisdeal,

we'llspendaboutsixmonthshere? 

Me:Don'tevenmentionthat.Khensaniwillhate

meafterthis 

Tizz:Youshouldhavetoldher,insteadofjust

leaving. 

Me:Youknowhowstubbornshecanget.I

shouldgetsomeonetokeepaneyeonher. 



Tizz:Asyourlittlesister. 

Me:Youknowshe'sdatingthatKamogelokid, 

Tizz:So? 

Me:Idon'twanthimnearmygirl. 

Tizz:Yaziyourlittlepridewon'tgetyou

anywhere.Youshouldhavethoughtaboutthat

beforeyouwentforagirlyoursister'sage. 

Me:YoufuckedNobuhlewhileshewas16.

Tizz:Thatbitchbrokemyheartman.I'mdone

withthisdatingshit.Ishouldjustfindmyselfa

Japanesechickandmarryher 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Goodluckwiththat. 

Zik:Ketteigakudasareta(Thedecisionhas

beenmade)

Me:Nokkudekimasenka?(Can'tyouknock?)

Zik:KorewaMinamiafurikade wanainode,nani

osubekikaoshietekudasai(ThisisnotSouth



Africa,don'ttellmewhattodo)

Tizz:Mxm,let'sjustgo. 

Me:YaziLaBantuthinkthey'retheshitwith

theirhalfopeneyes. 

Welaughedandfollowedhim. 

Me:Khensaniisgonnahatemedog. 

Tizz:Youkidding?Wejustgotamulti-billion

dollardealandyouonlyworriedaboutKhensani?

Weshouldbecelebrating,we'rerich. 

Me:We'vealwaysbeenrich.Ishouldprobably

callNobuhle,askherwhereshe'sadmitted. 

Tizz:Withwhatphone? 

Ilookedatmyphonewhichwasinpieces 

Tizz:Let'sjustgetdrunkandcelebrate.We're

billionaires! 

Me:Iguessyouright. 

Tizz:OfcourseIam. 



AdrinkwasexactlywhatIneededatthatpoint

andIneededtorejoice.Thisisexactlywhatwe

needed. 

Thismeantafter6months,Iwon'tevenhaveto

liftafingerandneitherwillKhensani. 

Ijusthopesheunderstands. 

.

#NARRATED

Buhlewasinthehospital,thedoctorswere

busyingworkingonKhen. 

Shesmirked,lookingatherachievements. 

ShehadfinallygottenherrevengeonherAnd

shewaspregnantwithhisbaby.

"Ifinallygottheman"shethoughttoherself. 

ShedidthiscauseshebelievedKhensani

neededtopayforwhatshedidtoher. 

ShehadlovedKamogelowithallofherheart

andshe(Khensani)justcame,takingallofthat



fromher. 

Notonlydidshetakeherman,butshealso

tookherfriendsandherpositionasthemost

populargirlinhighschool. 

Shewastiredofbeinginhershadow,tiredof

Khenalwayshavingwhatshecouldn'thave. 

Luthandowastheperfectman,hewasexactly

whatshewanted.Hewasn'tlikeTizz,whowas

abittoosoftforher,shewantedthebadboy

andthatwasLuthandoforher. 

PoorNobuhle,sheneveractuallysawthatshe

wasbeingusedbythedevil. 

ThethingaboutLuciferis,he'sgoodat

manipulatingpeoplewithoutthemknowingit. 

He'llplantallevilthoughtsinyourmindandif

yougullible,you'llendupdoingallhismissions

withoutyouevenrealizingthat. 

HefoundNobuhlefilledwithbitterandanger

towardspreciousKhensaniandknowingwhat



Godhadplacedinher,hechargedforher. 

Angerwerehisfruitsandhejustwateredthe

seedswhichwerealreadyinNobuhle'sheart

andsheendedupfallingunderhistrap. 

HoweasilyshewentfrombeingKhensani's

friendtoenvyingherandwantingallthatshe

had. 

Whatshefailedtoknowwas,Godwillalways

win. 

.

KHENSANI

Iwasinaveryquietplace,verypeacefulandso

calming. 

Ihadnoweightinmyshoulder,Iactuallyfelt

free. 

IlookedattheclothesIwaswearing,theywere

purewhite. 

Myhairwaslongandcurly. 



"Khensani"

Iheardavoicecallingme. 

Ilookedaroundandtherewasnoone. 

"Khensani"

Thesamevoicesaidagain. 

Me:Whereareyou? 

"Child,don'tlistentohim"

Thisonewasdifferent.Itwasgentleand

angelic.Itwasavoiceyou'dwannahearallyour

life. 

"CometomeKhensani,"

Thevoicesaidagain,thesecondonethatis. 

Isawabrightlightshiningthroughand

suddenlytherewaswhatlookedlikeamist. 

Ilistenedtothistwovoicestalkingtomeallat

oncebutIknewwhichonetofollow. 

Iwentclosertothebrightlight.Itwaswhite,



purewhite. 

WhenIwasclosetoit,itengulfedmeandthat's

whenIsawmyselfinhospital. 

Iwaslookingatmybody,withallthosepipes

aroundit. 

Themachinesstartedbeeping. 

Nurse:Welosingher. 

Dr:Bringthedefibrillator,Ineedtoreviveher. 

No,no,Ican'tdie. 

No. 

Nurse:Clear. 

Astheystartedrevivingme,Ifeltmyselfbeing

pulledbackintomybodyuntilIwascompletely

backandstartedcoughing. 

"Yes,yes,yes"

Itriedopeningmyeyes,andwhenIfinally

managedto,myvisionwasabitblurry. 



Iblinkedacoupleoftimesthenopenedmy

eyes. 

Nurse:Welcomebacktolife. 

Shebroughtmesomewaterandremovedthe

oxygenmaskandhelpedmedrink. 

Dr:Thisistrulyamiracle. 

Me:W-Whathappened? 

Dr:Justrest,youneedit. 

Immediatelywhenhesaidthat,Ibecame

drowsyuntileventually,Idriftedintodeep

sleep. 

AllIwonderedwas,whatthehellhappened. 

.

.
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WhenIwokeupagainthistime,Ithinkit'ssafe

tosaythatIwasfullyconscious.



Iopenedmyeyesandasecondlater,Ifeltpain

screamallovermybody.Thepainjust

embracedmelikeaflood,notallowingmethe

chancetoswimfromitoreven,toescape.

Ipressedmylipstogethertotryandcontainthe

screamthatbadlywantedtobesetfreeasthe

agonygotlouderandlouder,nopunintended.

Thetearsjustfell. 

Realityjustcomesinanunusualway,asIhad

beenconcentratingontheimmerseand

tremendouspainIhadbeenfeeling,mymind

broughtmebacktowhatgotmehere. 

Nobuhle.Oh,howmuchithurtstolove.Ilove

Luthandosomuchandasmuchashehad

brokenupwithme,myloveforhimnever

ceased. 

Howcouldshedothistome?How?Isawher

gettinginmyroomandIclosedmyeyessince

shehadn'tseenmeyetandpretendedtobe

asleep. 



Buhle:Thoughtyou'dbeawakebynow. 

Istilldidn'topenmyeyes.Iwasn'tabouttoface

her,notwhenshebetrayedmeandstabbedme

intheback. 

Buhle:Youshouldhavedied.Youbitch!You

tookKamoawayfromme,weweregooduntil

youcamealongandsnatchedhimawayfrom

me.Ishouldhavebeencarryinghisbaby.

Shelaughed. 

Buhle:Wellnow,I'mcarryingyourboyfriend's

baby.Funnyhowlifeturnedout.I'mgoingto

giveLuthandothebabyyoufailedtogivehim

andwegonnagetmarried.

Sheletoutanevillaugh. 

Buhle:Iwon.Goodluckburyingyourbaby. 

Iheardthedoorclosingandthat'swhenIknew

she'sgoneandfinallyopenedmyeyes. 

Itouchedmystomachandfounditflatandjust

cried.Atthispoint,Ididn'tcareaboutthepainI



wasinflictingonmylowerabdomenandjust

cried. 

Nurse:Whatareyoudoing? 

Shesaid,barginginbutIdidn'tevencare.Iwas

grievingformybaby.MybabywhomIwouldno

longerfeelkicking,whowon'tgivemereasonto

wakeupandconquereveryday,surelyshehad

tounderstandatleastaninchofhowIwas

feeling. 

Ifeltsoalone.WhatdidIdotodeservesuch

pain?Whydidthishavetohappentomeafter

everythingthatIhadbeenthrough? 

Whyme? 

Nurse:I'llbringyousomepainkillersbutyou

can'ttouchyourstomach. 

Ijustsatthere,staringintospacewithtears

fallingslowlydownmycheeks.Ithurt,ithurtso

much. 

"Ifnotyou,thenwho?"



Wasitselfishofmetowishthatthishappens

toanybodyelsebutme? 

"Beloved,rememberthewordofyourMaster"

Iknewverywellthevoicethatwasspeakingto

theearsofmyheart.ItwasthevoiceofGod.

Thecounselor,thecomforterAndthatis,the

HolySpirit. 

"1Peter2:9Butyeareachosengeneration,a

royalpriesthood,anholynation,apeculiar

people;thatyeshouldshowforththepraisesof

himwhohathcalledyououtofdarknessinto

hismarvellouslight:"

Nurse:Yourpillsma'am 

Me:Thankyou. 

Shehelpedmesitup,thenItookthepillsand

drankwiththewatershehadbroughtforme. 

Ihadalottothinkabout.ThiswasGod'swill

andIshouldn'thavequestionedhim. 

Yes,ithurtbutIhadtotrustinhim.Ihadto



trustinhispowerandinhismight.TheBible

tellsusinRevelation21:4thatthereiscominga

timewhenallsorrow,tears,painanddeathwill

passaway.There'scomingawonderfulday

whenGodwillwipeawayalltearsfromtheeyes

ofHischildren,andoursorrowwillendforever.

ThiswasthetimeIhadtolookforwardto,not

thepresentbutthefuture.Thefuturebeing

eternallifeinJesusChristwhereeverytearwill

bewipedfrommyeyesandeverypainandhurt

willceaseandIshallbelikehim. 

Nurse:I'llcallthedoctor. 

Inoddedandsheleft.Thedoctorcameshortly

afterher.Itwasaman,probablyinhisearly

thirties. 

Dr:MissDlamini. 

Ilookedathim. 

Dr:I'mDrTlale.

Me:Okay. 



Dr:YouwerebroughtinbyaNobuhle,bleeding

andpregnant.

Me:Umm,yes. 

Dr:Istillcan'tbelievewealmostlostyou.It's

actuallyamiraclethatyou'restillalive. 

Me:It'sallbyGod'sgrace. 

Dr:Indeed.Hesawitworthytospareyourlife,

beforevergratefultohimforthat. 

Me:Iwill.Always. 

Dr:Yourcaseisoneofthefewrarecases.

Actually,I'veneverseenanythinglikethis. 

Me:I'mnotfollowing. 

Dr:Itwaseitheryouoryourbabyandwhenshe

cameoutalive,welostallhopeinyou

surviving. 

Me:Youmean..She'salive? 

Ilookedathim,tearsblindingmyvisionandI

quicklywipedthemoff.Hesmiled. 



Dr:Ofcourse.She'sinanincubatorandshe's

goingtoremainthereforthecomingthree

monthssinceshewasbornprematurelyand

someofherorgansarenotfullymatured. 

Me:Oh,canIseeher? 

Dr:Yes,youmay.Khensani,youreallyluckyto

bealiveandgettohaveyourbabyinthe

process. 

Me:It'sallGod. 

Dr:It'sonlyhewhocanmakedrylandinthe

water.Thiswasoneofthosesituations. 

Me:Iusedtothinkdoctorsbelieveinscience

thanGod. 

Dr:Ibegtodiffer.Godisthehealer.Itdoesn't

matterwhatwedoctorsdobutifit'stimefora

persontodie,theywilldie.Ifit'syourtimetobe

healed,you'llbehealed.Notbecausewegave

yousomemedicinebutbecauseGodordained

it. 



Me:Areyouapastor? 

Dr:I'madoctorMissDlamini 

Hesmiledthenwentout,leavingmestunned.

Thenursecamewiththewheelchairandhelped

metositonitthenshewheeledmetowhere

mybabywas. 

Nurse:That'sher. 

Ijustsobbed.Shewassotiny,shecould

probablyfitintomyhand.Herskinwaswrinkly

andsopinkandshehadmanypipesconnected

intohertinybody 

Ijustcried.Shedidn'tdeservethis.Shewas

supposetobeinmywombwithmebeingable

totakecareofherbutthishappened. 

Ijustcouldn'ttakeitanymoreandorderedthe

nursetotakemebacktomyroom. 

WhenIgotthere,ThorisoWaspacingupand

downtheroom.Hecametousthentookover

fromthenurse. 



Me:Easytiger. 

Hechuckledandhelpedmebackintothebed

andpreparedthepillowsformesoIcouldlean

mybackagainstthem

Thoriso:Ibroughtyousomepizza. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:IdoubtI'llbehavingitasmuchasIused

to. 

Thoriso:Whynot? 

Me:There'snothinghere. 

Isaid,touchingmystomach.Ithurtsomuch

butIwasgratefulthatshewasaliveand

breathing,Iwasgoingtoprayforher. 

Thoriso:I'msosorry. 

Me:It'sokay,it'spartoflife. 

Thoriso:Howareyouholdingup? 

Me:Ifeelsoweak.Ifeeldrained.Ifeel..

Defeated. 



Thoriso:It'snormaltofeellikethatbutwe

shouldalwaysruntoGodinwhateverwego

throughandleanonhim. 

Me:Youright. 

Thoriso:1Peter4:13saysInstead,rejoiceas

youshareinthesufferingsofChrist,sothatyou

mayalsorejoicewithgreatjoywhenhisgloryis

revealed.

Me:And2Timothy2:12saysIfwesuffer,we

shallalsoreignwithhim:ifwedenyhim,He

alsowilldenyus:

Thoriso:Yes,he'swithyoualways.Hesaidhe'll

neverleaveusnorforsakeus 

Me:Iknow,Ijustwishthatmybabydidn'thave

toendurethiswithme.She'ssotiny,shewas

alsosupposetobebornthreemonthslater,not

now. 

Thoriso:She'salive? 

Me:She'sinanincubator. 



Thoriso:ThenweshouldthankGodforsparing

herlife.I'llcallherTshegofatso,ablessing

indeed. 

Me:SiphesihleTshegofatso,perfect. 

Thoriso:Andnow,thepizza. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:It'sabouttime. 

Iwasreleasedtwodayslaterbutthesadthing

is,mybabyhadtostaybehind. 

ThelastthingIeverwantedwasnottobe

aroundmybabyaftergivingbirthtoher.Itwas

justhardtoaccepttherealitythatshe'sinan

incubator,fightingforherlife. 

ButIhadto.Godallowedthistohappenforhis

gloryanditshallprevail. 

Thorisocametofetchme.Theyhadalready

madeabirthcertificateforher. 

Shewasbornonthe26thofJune.Siphesihle



TshegofatsoPaigeDlamini. 

YesDlamini.Luthandodidn'tdeservetohave

mybabycarryhissurname.

WherewashewhenIneededhimthepost? 

Iknowthatwhereverheis,heknowswhat

happenedbutstill,hedidn'tcome. 

Wasguilteatinghimup?Ormaybehejustdidn't

care. 

Iwasveryquietonmywayhome.Itwasthe

2ndofJuly,aThursday. 

HepassedbyMacDonaldsandgotussome

takeawaysbeforehedrovemehome. 

Thegoodthingwas,IgavebirthnaturallysoI

onlyhadstitchesdownthere,mystomachwas

nolongerthatpainfulthoughorshouldIsay,

mylowerabdomen.Idon'tevenknowhowthat

waspossiblesinceIwasfarfrommyduedate

butonlyGodknows. 

Heparkedthecarthencametoopenmydoor



forme. 

Igotoutthenhehelpedmewalkinside,asifI

couldn'twalk. 

Mom:Mybaby

Shesaid,runningtomethenhuggingme

tightly. 

Me:Youkillingme. 

Mom:I'msorry,Iwassoworried. 

Me:Youcouldhavecomevisitedmeat

hospital. 

Mom:Weonlyfoundyesterdayandthat'swhyI

cameheretoday. 

Thoriso:I'llleaveyouguystoit. 

Me:Thankyouagain,foreverything. 

Isaid,holdinghishands. 

Thoriso:It'smypleasure.Youdon'thaveto

thankme. 



HeleftandIwenttositdown,andputsome

pillowsbehindmetosupportmyback. 

Me:Pleasedishupforus. 

Mom:WhathappenedtoPizza? 

Me:Iatetoomuchpizzaduringthepastfew

months. 

Mom:That'safirst. 

Momwasnowsevenmonthspregnantandher

stomachwasbig.Ireallymissedmybump.

Thiswasnotgoingtobeeasyforme. 

Mom:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Whatdoyoumean? 

Mom:Youdon'thaveabumpKhensani. 

Me:She'ssotinyma

Isaid,cryingagain.Shereallywassotiny,I

couldn'tbelieveittoo. 

Mom:Youmeanyou..? 



Me:Iwentintoprematurelabor.

Mom:I'msorrymybaby,atleastshe'salive. 

Me:She'safighter. 

Wethenstartedeatingandshefinishedway

beforemeandateanotherburger,you'dswear

thefoodwasboughtforher. 

Me:Youcaneatshame. 

Mom:Haisuka 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Where'sdad? 

Mom:TheycomingtomorrowwithKitso,you

knowhe'sgotademandingjob. 

Me:Ofcourse. 

Mom:Luthandoyena? 

Me:Idon'twannatalkabouthim. 

Mom:Ishethereasonyougavebirthsoearly? 

Me:I'drathernottalkaboutitmom. 



Mom:SoI'mright?Ialwaysknewhewasn't

rightforyou.Ijustwonderwhathedidthis

time. 

Me:It'sbeenthreemonthssincehebrokeup

withme,threemonths. 

Mom:What? 

Me:I'mjustgonnadrinkmypillsthenliedown. 

Ididn'twanttohavetodealwithmymomnow.

Iwenttodrinkmypillsthenslowlygotonthe

stairsthenwenttomyroom. 

Igotontopofthebedthenslept,layingonmy

stomach.Itwasn'teasybutitwastheonlyway

Iwasgoingtogetbackmyabs.Itwasgoingto

starthere 

Thegoodthingwas,Ididn'thavestretch

marks. 

Justtheonesonmyassandmythighs. 

Otherthanthat,Iwasgood 



Iactuallydozedoffimmediatelywhenmyhead

metupwiththepillow. 

.
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Ispenttheremainingofthedaysleepingsince

themedicinefinallykickedin. 

DadandKitsodidcomethefollowingday,

whichwasFridayintheafternoonandIjustran

todadandcriedinhisarms. 

Imissedhim,Imissedbeinginhisembraceand

hewasjustthecomfortIneededatthattime.

Dadhadbeenwithmethrougheverythingand

beinginhisarmswasassuringenoughforme

thateverythingwillbealright.Iwasabletopass

throughallthecritics,theinsultsandthecurses

becauseofDadwhosawwhatnooneelse

didn'tseeinme.Hesawabeautifulbabygirl

withabrightfutureandheneverceasedto



remindmeofthewonderfulthoughtshethinks

ofme. 

Dad:It'sokaybaby. 

Hesaid,brushingmyback.WhenIhadcalmed

down,wesatdownwithmeonhislapandKitso

broughtmeaglassofwater. 

Me:ThankYou.

Isaid,withafaintsmileanddrankthewater.

HavingmyfamilyherewasjustthesupportI

neededandapartofmewishedThandowas

herebecausehewastheonlyonewhocould

reallyunderstandthepainIwasgoingthrough

sinceshe'sourdaughter. 

Dad:I'msorryIcouldn'tcomeseeyouin

hospital.

Me:It'sokaydaddy,youherenowandthat's

morethanenoughforme. 

Kitso:Howareyouholdingup? 

Isighed. 



Me:It'snoteasybutI'mhanginginthere. 

Dad:Youknowyoucanalwayscomeback

home. 

Me:Mylifeisherenowdad.IgotvarsityandI

alsohavemydaughter. 

Dad:Butit'llmakemefeelbetterwhenyou

closetome,whereIcanactuallytakecareof

youandbethereforyou. 

Me:AndIappreciatethat,youknowIdobutI

can'tmovehernow.She'sfightingforherlife,

thedoctorssaidI'llonlybeabletotakeher

homeafterthreemonthsandthat'sjustan

estimation.Ifcomplicationscanarise..

Ibreathedout,quicklywipingthetearthathad

managedtoescapefrommyeye. 

Kitso:NeverloseHope.ItrustGodwillbethere

foryouandher. 

Dad:Whathappened? 

Ireallycouldn'ttellhimthetruth.Iknowlyingis



asinbutIcouldn'tthrowLuthandounderthe

buslikethis 

Ididn'tevenknowifNobuhlewastrulyhonest

ornot.ItjustsuckedthatLuthandowasn'there

toexplainthings,totellmewhatreally

happenedandheknowshowmuchIhate

dishonesty. 

Icouldn'tbelievehe'dforsakemejustlikethis.

Abandonme,abandonourdaughter.Thisisso

unlikehim. 

Dad:Nono?

Me:Huh? 

Dad:Iaskedwhathappened. 

Me:Idon'tremembermuch.Dadplease,I'd

rathernottalkaboutthis.Whathappened,

happened. 

Dad:Where'sLuthando? 

Kholiswa:Hebrokeupwithher. 



Shesaid,gettinginthroughthelounge.Shehad

wentouttogetwhatevershehadbeencraving.

Iofferedtogobutsheunderstoodthekindof

spaceIwasinanddecidedtorathergo. 

Me:Haibo! 

Kholiswa:What?It'strue. 

Shehadnorighttosaythatthough,itwasn't

herplace.Itoldherthatinconfidence,notfor

hertojustblurbitout. 

Dad:Hedidwhat? 

Me:Dad,please. 

Dad:Whendidthishappen?

Me:Awhileback. 

Kholiswa:Threemonthsago. 

Dad:AndyounevermentionedIttome? 

Me:Withallduerespectdad,myrelationship

withLuthandohasnothingtodowithyouor

anyoneforthatmatter. 



Dad:Hemadeyoupregnant!Howdarehe

leavesyouafterthat?Ishethereasonyouwent

intoprematurelabor? 

Ididn'tsayanythingbutjustlookeddownand

fiddledwithmyfingers. 

Dad:He'sgoingtopay!

Igotupfromhimandsatnexttohim. 

Me:Dadplease,don'tgetinvolved. 

Dad:OhIwill.See,that'swhyIsaidhe'snot

goodforyou.Uphimanje?He'srunningaway

fromhisresponsibilities. 

Kitso:I'llgomakesomefood.Youneedtorest

Bonga.Youshouldactuallybeinbed,lyingon

yourstomachsothatyoucangetreadofthe

bellypouch. 

Me:Yesma'am. 

ShechuckledandIwentupstairstomyroom.I

wasactuallyalsoavoidinghavingtolistento

dadtalkaboutputtingLuthandoinhisplace. 



Iknowwhathappenedlasttimehedidthat.He

beatKamotoapulp. 

Cometothinkofit,allthiswouldn'thave

happenedifIhadn'tmetKamo. 

Nobuhledidthisbecauseofhim.Shewas

blamingmeandshe'sright.They'dstillbe

togetherhadInotdatedKamo. 

IactuallywishIhadnevermethim,thenI

wouldn'thavetodealwithhisbitterex. 

Ireallythoughtthatafteralltheseyears,she

wouldhaveletitgo.Ithadbeenthreeyears,

threeyearsyetshewasstillholdingontothe

past. 

Wasitnotenoughthatshebulliedme,called

meallthosenamesandevenslappedmein

Grade10?Ididn'tholdallthatagainsthersoI

reallydon'tunderstandwhyshehadtoholdthis

againstme. 

Ispenttheremainingdaysofrecessmaking



endlesstripstothehospitalandcheckingon

mydaughter. 

Thedoctorskepttellinghowmuchofafighter

sheisandIneverceasedprayingforher.Iloved

herwithmyallandit'ssafetosaythatIlivedfor

her. 

IstillwenttochurchonSunday'sandthe

congregationwassupportiveandstoodwith

meinprayers. 

Althoughmyfamilyhadleft,IknewIwasn't

alone. 

Istillhadn'theardfromThandoandhisphone

alwaystookmetovoicemail. 

Recesswasoverandthatmeantbackto

business. 

Itwasstillwintersoyoucanimaginehowcold

itwasoutside.ItookabathandwhenIwas

donewitheverything,Idriedandlotioned. 

KitsohadleftmewithsomebeltthatIputinmy



stomachtohelpmakeitflatagainsoIputiton

thenworeblackthickstockingsandtrackpants

thenIworeahoodieontopwithtracktop.I

woresomesneakersandabeanieonmyhead. 

Itookmybag,putonallthestudyguidesIwas

goingtouseAndbooksthentookmyphone

andcarkeysthenwentdownstairs. 

Imademyselfmuesliwithyogurtandfruit

piecesthenatewhilewatchingthenews. 

Ileftafterbreakfast. 

Ntando:Lookatyou. 

Hesaid,huggingmeandliterallysqueezingthe

lifeoutofme. 

Me:Youkillingme. 

Hechuckledandletgoofme.

Ntando:Imissedyousomuch.

Me:Imissedyoutoo. 

Ntando:Somethingisdifferentwithyou.



Me:What? 

Ilookedathimwaitingforhimtosay

somethingashescannedmefromtopto

bottom. 

Ntando:Yourbump! 

Hesaid,snappinghisfingers. 

Me:Oh. 

Ntando:Youhadamiscarriage? 

Heasked,withaconcernedlook.

Me:Notreally. 

Ntando:Youhadanabortion? 

Hewhispered,lookingaroundAndIchuckled. 

Me:What?No.Iwentintoearlylabor.

Ntando:Andyouhere. 

Me:There'snothingmuchIcando,she'sinan

incubator. 

Ntando:I'msorryfriend. 



Hesaid,huggingmeandIpulledoutjustasI

wasabouttobreakdown.Ididn'twannacry,at

leastnotincampusandinthepresenceofso

manypeople.Ihadtokeepittogether. 

WegotinthelecturehallandItriedmyallto

concentrate.Itwasn'teasy,mymindwasjustin

mybabyandhowshe'sprobablydoing

whereversheis.

TimewentonandItriedtofocusonmybooks

forthattimebecauseIknewthatwhenshe

comes,Iwon'tbeableto. 

Itwasonlyamonthleftforhertocomenow

andIknewIhadtomakeaplan.ItwasAugust,

shewascomingonthe30thofSeptember. 

Ijustneededtohaveeverythingreadywhenshe

comes.ItwaseitherIfindanotherplaceor

maketheflatchildfriendlyandIwaspretty

muchstillindecisiveAboutthat. 

Mybabywasmakingprogressandshewas

weighing2,9kgnowandIwassohappy. 



ItwasonlyamatteroftimeuntilIbringher

homewith. 

IhadlostthebabyweightfastandIthinkasize

ofmynormalweight.Iwore32nowbutIwas

healthysoIwasn'tcomplaining. 

Iwassnuggledupinmycouchwhilewatching

somemovieonaFridaynight. 

Iwasn'tsleepyyetreasonwhyIwasstillup.I

wasmunchingonsomedryfruitswhilethinking

ofhowIwon'thavetimeforthiswhenshe

comes. 

Iwonderedifshe'salsogoingtocryeveryfive

minutesandallthosestuff. 

Aknockonthedoorwaswhatbroughtmeback

toreality.Itwasaround9pmsoIwonderedwho

thatcouldbesolate. 

Iworemysleepersandwenttoopen. 

Thando:Hey. 

HewasholdingasleepingRomeoinhishands.



Truthis,ifitwasn'tbecauseofRomeo,I

wouldn'thavelethimin. 

Ididn'tsayanythingbutjustmadespacefor

himtopass. 

Ihadmixedfeelingsaboutthis.Ididn'tknow

whethertobehappyhe'shereorjustmadthat

hehadbeenabsentallthistime. 

Iactuallydidn'tknowwhathewantednow. 

IwentbacktowatchingmymovieAndwhenhe

cameback,hesatonacouchoppositemine

thenswitchedtheTVoff. 

Me:Iwaswatchingthat. 

Isaid,staringattheblankTVscreenandNot

botheringtolookathim. 

Thando:Ihavetogoback,Ijustreallyneededto

seeyou.

Ididn'treply.Iwasplanningonignoringhimlike

hehasignoredmeforsomanymonths. 



Iwasn'tgoingtojustembracehimlikenothing

happened.Likehedidn'tdisappearwithouta

traceorevenmakeNobuhlepregnantAndnot

havethedecencytotellme. 

Iwasmadathimfornotbotheringtocalltoat

leastaskhowhisdaughterisdoing.Theonly

thingthathedidwassendmehugeamountsof

moneythathadthebankcallingmeendlessly. 

Thando:I'vebeeninTokyo,workingonamajor

dealandI'msupposetoflybacktomorrow

night.I'mreallytirednowbecauseIjustarrived

nowandIhaven'trested.Iknowwehavealot

totalkaboutbutcanwejustgotobed.Ijust

wannaholdyouandsleepwithyouinmyarms. 

Ilookedathim,thinkingmaybethisisajokebut

hewasserious.Ijustgotup,withhimfollowing

meandbangedthedoorInhisfacewhenIgot

tomybedroomandlockedit. 

Iwasn'tgoingtoentertainhim.Notafter

everything. 



Igotinsidethecoversandslept,pushing

whateverthoughtofmywrathagainsthimin

thebackofmyhead. 

Ihadactuallybeentalkingtohismotherwho

wasgonnacomesoshecanhelpwiththe

baby. 

Ijusthadtothinkaboutthehousething.That's

movingorstaying.Istillwasn'tsure. 

.
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Iwasjust...Defeated.Ididn'twanttothink

aboutThandonow,Iwasmoreworriedabout

mydaughter. 

He,asalways,justcameanddroppedabomb

onme.Idon'tevenknowwhyhebothered

comingifheknewhe'sgonnaleaveagain. 



Hedidn'tevenexplainbutjusttoldmehewasin

Tokyo.AngaziifthatTokyodoesn'thave

roamingorsomethingcauseI'mprettysurehe

wouldhavebeenabletojusrcontactme. 

Orwait,howabouttellingmebeforeheleaves

thathe'sgoing?It'snotlikeIwouldhave

stoppedhimbutatleastIwouldnothavehad

toaskmyselfwherehecouldbe. 

Iwouldn'thavethoughthehasdesertedmeand

maybeIwouldhaveconsideredforgivinghim

forwhateverhemighthavedonewithNobuhle. 

Iknowweweren'ttogetherwhenthathappened

butalittlethoughtforhisbabymamamaybe? 

Imustadmit,ithurtandseeinghimagainnow,

broughtbackallthepain. 

Ihadjustlostallhopeofusgettingback

togethernow. 

ThefirstthingIdidwhenIwokeupwaskneel

downandpray.IaskedGodforstrength,and



alsotoprotectSihleAndIalsoprayedfor

Nobuhlewhowasclearlyundertheinfluenceof

theeviloneandIprayedforGodtoreleaseher

fromthechainsofbondageoftheevilone. 

Ijustprayedforalotofthingsandactuallyfelt

betterafterthat. 

IimmediatelywenttothebathroomwhereI

tookahotshower,thendriedandlotionedwhen

Iwasdone.

IworeGreyleggingswithavestandsandals

thengatheredenoughstrengthtogo

downstairs. 

Romeo:Youmakingbreakfastmommy? 

Me:MorningRomeo. 

Hegiggled. 

Romeo:I'msorry,morning. 

Me:Missedme? 

Romeo:Yes



Hesaid,coveringhisfaceandIchuckledand

wenttohim.HehadbeenwatchingTV. 

Me:Givemeahug. 

Hecameandwehuggedtightly. 

Me:Where'syourfather? 

Romeo:Sleeping. 

Hemusthavebeenverytiredlikehesaidhe

was. 

Me:Youhungry? 

Henoddedrepeatedly. 

Me:Let'sgomakebreakfast. 

Romeo:Yeah! 

Ipickedhimupthenwewenttothekitchen.I

puthimonabarchairthenImadehimalittle

cerealsohecaneatwhileI'mmaking

breakfast. 

Imadeflapjackssinceheaskedandeggs,

baconandsausages.Ialsomadeafruitsalad



andsmoothiethenwewenttoputeverythingin

thedinnertable. 

Iwasn'tgoingtoeatallofthatandIthinkifI

wasstillpregnant,Iwouldhaveseenthe

breakfastassomethingsosmall. 

Thando:Smellsgoodinhere. 

Hesaid,comingdownthestairsandIdidn't

evenbotherlookingathim. 

Romeo:MommyandImadebreakfast. 

Thando:Looksgood. 

Idishedupsomefruitsaladformyself. 

Me:Helpyourself. 

Isaid,afterawhileandhesatdown. 

Thando:Thanks. 

Iwasmad,reallymadbutIdidn'twantto

evidentlyexpressmymoodinfrontofRomeo

andhemustbethankfulforhispresence. 

Cometothinkofit,Hemusthavebeenusing



RomeototryandsoftenmeupbutIwasfed

up. 

IwastiredoflettingThandoplaymeforafool,I

wastiredofbeingtakenforaride. 

Afterbreakfast,Itookthedishestothekitchen

andputtheleftoversinthefridge. 

Ithenstartedwashingthedishes. 

Thando:Letmehelp. 

Me:Icanmanage. 

Thando:Please. 

Me:Okay. 

Ithrewtheclothathimthenwenttothelounge

andwatchedTVwithRomeo. 

Idon'tevenknowwhyIwastoleratinghim.My

loveforhimwasmakingmeweak,Ithinkit's

whatmadehimthinkhecangetmetodo

whateverandIwilljustoblige. 

That'swhatIhateaboutdatingandthingswere



justbetterthisway.Beingsinglewasless

stressfulbutthethoughtofhimwithsomeone

elsewasagonizing. 

Thando:Canwetalk? 

Me:Oh,youdone 

Thando:Yeah. 

Me:Okay. 

Thando:So? 

Me:What? 

Thando:Canwetalk? 

Me:That'swhatwedoingnouMoss. 

Thando:Nothere,inprivate. 

Me:There'sonlythreeofushere,privacyfor

what? 

Thando:Idon'twantustoargueinfrontofthe

kid. 

Me:Okay,fine. 



Igotupandwewentupstairs,tomyroom.Isat

onthebedandhepulledmystudychairthen

satinfrontofme. 

Me:Talk. 

Thando:It's..I.Idon'tknowwheretostart. 

Me:Howaboutwhereyouhadsexwith

Nobuhleandshegotpregnantwithyourchild

andyouguysaregettingmarried,howabout

there? 

Hesighed. 

Thando:I'msorry. 

Me:Don'tbe.Webrokeup,didn'twe? 

Thando:KhensaniI-

Me:Nowait,youbrokeupwithme.NowI

actuallywonder,wasshethereasonyoubroke

upwithme?Soyoucanbetogetherwithout

poorKhensaniinthepicture?It'sfine,youcan

justbefrontaboutit. 



Thando:DammitKhensani,willyoujustshutup

andlisten?! 

Heshouted.HadIbeentheoneraisingmy

voiceathim,onlyGodknowswhatwouldhave

happened. 

IjustfoldedmyarmsandlookedAthim

blankly. 

Trustme,IwouldhaverepliedbutIjustchose

tocontainmyselfinstead. 

Thando:I'msorrybutpleaseletmefinish. 

Hesaidsoftly,Inoddedandheexhaled. 

Thando:Right,soI'llstartwiththeNobuhle

situation. 

Myheartjuststartedbeatingabitfaster,Iwas

anxiousandmostlyhopingthatwhateverhe's

abouttosaydoesn'tpiercerightthroughmy

heart. 

Thando:Yazi,thismightsoundcrazybutshe

rapedme. 



Ichuckled,maybehe'stryingtobefunnybuthe

wasserioussoIstoppedandlookedathimin

disbelief. 

Me:What? 

Thando:Idon'trememberasinglething.Itried

tothinkhardaboutitbutIdon't.AllIremember

iswakingupnakednexttoherandthat'sit.The

truthis,Iwasashamed.HowwasIgoingtotell

youhowshespikedmydrinkthensleptwithme?

Itdoesn'tmakesensetomeeither.SheclaimsI

wasdrunkandmaybeshe'srightbutInever

forgetwhathappened,nomatterhowdrunkI

mighthavebeen. 

Me:Soyousayingshedruggedyou? 

Thando:That'swhatIthink. 

Me:Wow

Isaid,clappingoncethenlookingup.Nobuhle

neverceasestoamazemeyazi. 

She'ssounbelievable.Wasshethatdesperate



togetbackatmethatshe'ddosomethingso

deviousanddeceitful?Butagain,ithasalways

beensaidthatdesperatetimescallfor

desperatemeasuressoIguessshewasthat

desperate. 

Me:Sothemarriagething? 

Thando:Shesentherelderstomyparents's

houseandtheysaidsomethingaboutme

marryingherbutIrefused.I'mnotevensureif

she'spregnantorifthebabyisevenmine. 

Me:Wasn'tshedatingyourfriendkgante? 

Thando:Turnsout,shewasjustplayinghimout

forafoolandwasoutforvengeance. 

Me:ForKamogelo. 

Thando:Yep.I'mreallysorry. 

Me:Ibetyouare. 

Thando:Khensaniplease.

Me:YouneverbotheredtocallThando,tocall



justtoaskatleastaboutyourdaughterifnot

aboutme.Ineededyou,weneededyou. 

Thando:I'mdoingthisforus,forourfuture. 

Me:SoyousayingeTokyoyoucan'tsparea

minutejusttocallandaskhowwedoing? 

Thando:Isortofbrokemyphone. 

Me:YouhavemoneyLuthando,youcanafford

tobuyanewphone,sodon'tyoudareusethat

asanexcuse. 

Thando:Watchyourtonewhenyouspeakto

meKhensani. 

WasIsurprised?No.He'stheonlyonewhocan

reprimandmebutit'swrongwhenIdothe

samebutIwasn'tgoingtoexplain. 

Me:She'sweighing2.9kgnow.Suchafighter. 

Thando:I'monlyleftwithfourmonthsthenI'll

bebackhomeforever. 

Me:She'llbesixmonthsbythen. 



(NB:ThoughSphewasbornearlier,westart

countingheragefromthetimeshegotoutof

hermother'swombsodon'tfreakout.She's

twomonthsnow,thenshe'llbethreemonths

whenIbringherhomeeventhoughherbody

mightsaysomethingelse)

Thando:Iknow,IknowbutI'mdoingthisfor

us. 

Me:Doitforyoursonanddaughterbecause

we'redone. 

Thando:I'mgoingtomakeituptoyou,I

promise. 

Me:Don'tmakepromisesyoucan'tkeep. 

Thando:Iloveyou. 

Me:AndIloveyoutoo.IfIrememberwell,you

saiditsonlyoveruntilyousaysoright? 

Thando:Whereyougoingwiththat? 

Me:Itmeanswereallyoverandtheonly

connectiontheremighteverbebetweenusis



ourkids. 

Thando:Don'tdothis.

Me:YoudidthistousThando,nowfacethe

music. 

Istoodup. 

Me:Goodluckwithwhateveriskeepingyouin

Japan. 

Thando:I'mnotlosingyouKhensani,notlike

this.WhenIcomeback,I'mfightingforus. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Yeah,right. 

IwentbackdownstairstoRomeo. 

Icookeduslunchlateron,Iwasplanningon

spendingthewholedayindoorswith

him(Romeo)sincethey'dbeleavingtomorrow

soIneededtospendasmuchtimeasIneed

withhim. 

Thando:Ihatethatyou'velostsomuchweight



andIfeelpartiallyresponsible. 

Me:Iactuallyprefertheslimmerbody.Icanget

myselfsomehotyoungthing. 

Isaidwithagiggle. 

Thando:That'snotfunny. 

Me:I'msinglehey,sowhynotgetmydaughter

astepfather?I'mthinkingawhiteguyinhis

earlytwenties. 

Iwasjustplayingwithhim.Idon'tseemyself

gettinginanyrelationshipanytimesoon.I'd

ratherfocusonmyrelationshipwithGodand

mydaughter. 

Menarejustabucketfulofstress. 

Thando:Ifyouevergetanyguyclosetomy

daughter,iftheyevenbreathethesameair,

you'llknowmeprettywell. 

Me:Youmeanyou'llkillmelikeyoukilled

Romeo'smother? 



Thando:Goodtoknowweonthesamepage. 

Me:Unlessweelope.YouinTokyo,wecouldtry

Canadaonawholenewidentitytip,Ithinkmy

momcanhookusupwiththemoney. 

Thando:I'dtrackyoudownandkillyouwithmy

barehands. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Ohplease,there'ssurgery.Icouldalways

goonafullfacechanging.Wait,youdon'teven

knowhowyourdaughterlookssochancesare,

youwon'tevenbeabletofindus. 

Thando:Don'ttestmeKhensani. 

Me:Don'tyougettiredofalwaysthreatening

me?Youshouldknowbynowthatyourthreats

don'tscareme,younotGodLuthando. 

Thando:OneofthisdaysI'mgonna-

Me:Steakorchicken? 

Thando:Chicken. 



Me:Youlooksosexywhenyoumad,Icould

justeatyouup. 

Thando:Tryingtosoftenmeup? 

Me:Don'tflatteryourself. 

Thando:I'mjustgonnagowatchTVwith

Romeo. 

Me:Please,bemyguest. 

AmonthflewbyandIcouldfinallytakemy

babyhome. 

Iwassoecstatic,justbeingabletoholdherin

myarmsforthatlongwaseverything.Even

thoughIcouldn'tbreastfeedherbutIwas

happy.Breastfeedingwouldhaveenabledusto

buildabigbondbutthedoctorhadassuredme

thatwebuiltabiggerbondwhenshewasinmy

womb. 

IwaswithLerato,Luthando'smotherandwe

hadjustgottenfromthehospital. 

Me:She'ssobeautiful. 



Lerato:Justlikehermother. 

Me:ShelooksmorelikeLuthandotome. 

Lerato:She'ssolightthough. 

Me:Mymomisalsolight. 

Lerato:Ohyeah.ShouldIdrive? 

Me:Yesplease.PassbythepharmacysoIcan

buyhermeds. 

Lerato:Ofcourse. 

Igotinthebackseatwithmydaughterandshe

wenttothedriver'sseat. 

Thandohadfoundusahousewhichwasmore

kidfriendlyandorganizedeverythingfrom

Tokyo. 

Hecalledmorenowanditwasactuallyabit

annoyingforme. 

HewasonlydoingitnowbecauseI

reprimandedhim,thatbroughtanuneasy

feelingtome. 



Likewouldhebecallinghadwenevercalled? 

Thehousewasn'tthatbig,justsomethingsmall

forthetimebeingandRomeowasalsohere,

livingwithus. 

Ithadfourbedrooms,twobathroomsanda

kitchen,loungeanddiningroom.Wehadturned

oneoftheroomsintoanurseryforSphe. 

Romeo:That'smylittlesister? 

Me:Yesbaby. 

Romeo:She'sbeautifulmommy. 

Me:JustlikeyouNeh? 

Romeo:No,you. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Thanks. 

WedrovetothepharmacyfirstforSphe's

medicinethenshedroveushome. 

Wehadcookedbeforeweleftsowehadno

stress. 



ThehousewasinGolfview,justclosetotown. 

WegothomeandIcouldfinallywelcomemy

babyin

Me:Welcomehomebaby. 

Shewassleeping.Icouldn'tstopstaringather. 

Iwassoexcited,Ihadbeenwaitingforthisday

forsolong. 

.
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Me:Istillcan'tbelieveshe'shere. 

Lerato:Iknow,itwasn'teasybutGodstillcame

throughforus 

Me:AndI'llforeverbegratefultohimforthat. 

Lerato:Youneedtorestnow,youhaven'tslept

intwodays. 

Me:I'mokayma.



Iyawned.Maybe,justmaybeI'mtiredbutI

couldn'tleaveherside,Ijustcouldn't.Ihadleft

herallaloneatthehospitalthatIjustneededto

alwaysbeinherpresencenow,seeingshe's

closetome. 

Lerato:No,younot.Youreyesevenhavebags

underneath,yougoingtocampusonMonday,

howwillyoucope? 

ItwasaSunday,wehadbroughtSphehomeon

FridayandI'vebeenbyhersidesincethen. 

Me:I'llgorestforawhile,pleasecheckupon

herformeand-

Lerato:Ihavethreekids,youcan'tbe

questioningmyaudacitynow. 

Me:I'msorryma.It'sjust...It'smyfirsttime

doingthissoI'msoanxious. 

Lerato:Andit'sunderstandable, nowgorest. 

Me:Yesma'am. 

ShepushedmeoutofthenurseryandI



chuckled,goingtomyroom. 

Itookoffmyshoesandjustthrewmyselfon

topofthebedandimmediatelydozedoffto

sleep. 

JustasIwasenjoying,justasIwasdriftinginto

cloud9,myphonehadtoring. 

ItmadesuchanoisethatIcouldn'tjustignore

it. 

Ijustansweredfuriouslywithoutcheckingthe

callerID. 

Me:What? 

Kamo:That'snothowyousupposetoanswer

yourphone. 

Me:UfunaniKamogelo? 

Kamo:Okay,what'sgoingon? 

Me:What'sgoingonisIwasabouttodriftinto

someverygoodsleepuntilyoucalledme 

Kamo:I'msorry,Ireallyam. 



Me:Youhaven'tansweredmyquestion. 

Kamo:Iwasjustcheckinguponyou,Iheard

aboutthebaby. 

Me:I'mfine,youreallydon'thavetoworryabout

me. 

Kamo:Youwerethereformeinmytroubles,of

courseI'malsogoingtocare.Howareyou? 

Me:That'ssweetbutIreallyneedtogobackto

sleepnow. 

Kamo:Whydidn'tyoucomehomelastweek? 

Me:Foraweek?I'drathercomekaDecember

werethere'smoreweekstsarecess. 

Kamo:Makessense,Ijustmissyou. 

Me:CanIgobacktosleep? 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:Yes,I'msorryfordisturbingyoursleep. 

Me:It'sokay,bye. 



Ihungup,notwaitingforhimtoreplyandwent

backtosleep. 

Iwokeuplate,Ithinkitwasaround9pm.I

actuallydidn'trealisehowtiredIwasuntilI

slept. 

Ifirstlywenttoshowerandworemypyjamas

andgownwhenIwasdonewithallmyhygiene

processes. 

IwenttothekitchenbecauseIwassohungry.

GoodthingThando'smomhadcookedsoI

dishedupformyselfandate,whilesittingona

barchairatthekitchen. 

Lerato:Youwerereallytired.

Me:Ireallyneededtherest. 

Lerato:Iunderstandwhereyoucomingfrom,I

dobutyoudon'thavetooverworkyourself.I'm

heretohelpyou.

Me:AndIappreciatethat.Iwasjustsoexcited

thatshe'sfinallyhome. 



Lerato:Andshe'llalwaysbehere. 

Me:IguessIneversawitthatway. 

Lerato:Godhasbeenverygoodtoyou,you

shouldthankhimforthat. 

Me:Indeed. 

Thefollowingdayswereverymuchlesshectic

andIwasallowingtobehelped. 

DaddidcallmeandsodidKholiswaandKitso. 

Kholiswahadgivenbirthtoabouncingbaby

boyonthe15thofSeptemberandhewas

probablyamonthandfewweeksoldnow. 

HisnameisLungani.Suchabeautifullittleboy 

Afewmonthslater,Iwasallfinishedwithmy

examsandwecouldfinallygohome. 

Itwasthe12thofDecember.ASaturdayand

wewerepackingourstuff. 

Oh,IforgottomentionthatBandilewasnowa

oneyearold.Sphewasfivemonthsoldnow,



turningsixmonthsonthe26th. 

Itwasjustafter10amandshewasstill

sleeping.

Lerato:Youmanagedtobookourflight? 

Me:Isitsafetravelingwithherthough? 

Lerato:Idoubtthere'sanyproblem. 

Me:Iguess,weleavingat08:00amtomorrow.I

reallywantedtogotochurchthough. 

IwasonlygoingtocomebacknextyearbutI

willalwayskeeptheminmyheart.Ihadlearned

alotanditwasgoodbeinginaministrythat's

allaboutJesusChristandedifyinghisname

andhismajesty. 

Lerato:Suchawonderfulchurch. 

Romeo:I'mhungrymommy. 

Me:Nogoodmorning? 

Hegiggled 

Romeo:Sorry,goodmorning. 



Me:Come,I'llgodishupforyou. 

Romeo:Thankyou. 

Itookhimbythehandandwewenttothe

kitchen.Wehadalreadyeatenbreakfastand

sincehewassleeping,wehadlefthimsome. 

Idishedupeggs,sausagesandbaconthen

warmeditforhimbeforeIgavehimwithtoast. 

Romeo:Thankyou. 

Me:Youwelcomebaby. 

TherewasaknockonthedoorsoIhadtogo

openupforwhoeverthatmightbe. 

Itwasadeliveryguy. 

Guy:KhensaniDlamini? 

Me:Yeah. 

Guy:Pleasesignhereforme. 

Me:WhatamIsigningfor? 

Guy:I'mjustadeliveryguyma'am.Pleasesign. 



Ijustnoddedandsignedandthat'swhenIsaw

anothercomewithabigbanquetofflowers.

PinkLillie'stobeexactandtheysmelt

amazing. 

Itooktheflowersandtheboxofchocolates.

Therewasalsoasmallblackboxandanote. 

IstoodtherewonderingifIhaveasecret

admirerorwhat.

Lerato:Wow. 

Me:Iknowright? 

Lerato:Who'sitfrom? 

Me:I'myettofindout 

Lerato:Goon,openthecard. 

Iputtheflowersonthetableandopenedthe

envelope. 

"Isittoolatetosaysorry?"

Me:Weird. 

Lerato:Theydidn'tevenLeaveaclueofwho



theymightbe. 

Me:Exactly.Well,whoevertheymightbe,at

leastIgotaboxofchocolatesandwhatever

thismightbe. 

Lerato:Apartofmewishesitwasmyson. 

Me:YoursonisnotaromanticMa,nooffense. 

Shelaughed. 

Lerato:HowIwishhewasmorelikehisfather. 

Me:Iactuallylovedthathe'sdifferent.He

showedmelovehiswayandascrazyasthat

mightsound,Istilllovehimevennow. 

"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:AmIgoingcrazyordidIjust..?No

Lerato:Lookbehindyou. 

Islowlyturnedanddroppedtheboxof

chocolatesthatIwasholding. 

Hewasstandingthere,lookingsizzlinginall

whitewithawhiteroseinhishand. 



Hecameandgaveittome.Itookit.Tokyo

musthavebeenverygoodonhim.Ormaybeit

wasbecauseIhadn'tseenhimInawhile. 

Thando:BeautifulRose,forabeautifulwoman. 

Romeo:Daddy! 

ScreamedRomeoashecameintothekitchen

andIheardmydaughtercryingfromthe

nurserysoIwenttoattendtoher,leavingthese

twobond. 

ShekeptquietimmediatelywhenIheldherIn

myarms. 

IthinkshewaswokenupbyRomeo's

screaming. 

Thando:That'sher? 

Me:Nope,justakidIpickeduponthestreets 

Isaid,sarcastically.Whatquestionwasthat

anyway? 

Thando:MayI? 



Me:YoureallyamazingyaziTumelo. 

Thando:WhatdidIdo? 

Me:Youjustalwayscomebackandactlike

nothingeverhappened,likethingsarejustfine.

ImeanIhaven'tseenyouinwhat,fourmonths? 

Thando:ButyouknewwhenI'llbeback.

Me:Youjustsoselfish. 

Thando:Iwasdoingitforus. 

Me:Doingwhat?..Idon'tevenwannaknow.

YoushouldbetellingmeifNobuhlegavebirth

ornot,IsawapictureshepostedonInstagram,

she'squitebig. 

Thando:Youalwaysgonnabringherup

everytimeItrytotalkaboutus? 

Me:It'sjusthurts,ithurtsthatthisisactually

happening.Ithought..Ireallythoughtthiswas

somehowaliebutshe'sreallypregnant.Surely

youcan'texpectmetojustbefinewithit. 



Thando:I'mnotevensureifshe'scarryingmy

baby. 

Me:Ohbutsheis. 

Spheissomethingelse.Yazishesleptwhilewe

weretalkingAndIreallythoughtshe'dcryor

somethingyetwhenRomeoscreamedshe

criedsoIwasconfused. 

Iputherbackinhercotthenwentoutofthe

nurserywiththebabymonitor. 

Yes,Nobuhlewasreallypregnantandsobig.I

knewthatbabywasLuthando's.IjustknewAnd

ithurt. 

Iknowhesaidhedoesn'trememberathing

aboutthatnightbutitwon'tchangethefact

thatithappened,itwon'tchangethefactthat

shemightpopouteverytime. 

TothinkIwasn'tabletocarrymybabyuntilthe

lastweekbutshewasstillonit,ithurt. 

ButGod'swillprevailedandIwasgladthatmy



babysurvivedandthat'sallthatmattered.

MaybeI'llgetanotherchanceatthispregnancy

thingwhenI'mallmarriedandstuffbutfornow,

IwasgratefulforwhatIhave. 

Thando:Khenplease. 

Me:I'mhappythatthingswentgoodforyou.I

seeyoueatingcottonnow,naweyougonna

scream"Sidlikotini"

Helaughed.Iactuallysangthesidlikotinipart. 

Me:IknowI'magoodsinger.

Thando:Youcrazy. 

Me:Youusedtolovethiscrazyass.

Thando:Ineverstopped. 

Me:Ain'tyousupposetocatchupwithyour

motherandson?Theyhaven'tseenyouina

while. 

Thando:Whyareyoupushingmeaway? 

Me:I'mnotpushingyouaway,you'vebeenaway



forawhileandthatwasyourchoice. 

Thando:Canwestartoverthen? 

Me:CanIbehonestwithyou? 

Thando:Umm,okay. 

Me:ThingsisI-

Hecutmeshort

Thando:Youmetsomeone? 

Me:CanItalkormanjeyoucanreadmindsand

alreadyknowwhatIwanttosay?ShouldIshut

upsoyoucantellmewhatIwasabouttosay

ke? 

Thando:I'msorry,goon. 

Me:Idon'tmindstartingoverbutthatdoesn't

meanI'macceptingyouassomeonemorethan

justmybaby'sfather. 

Thando:Whatdoyoumean? 

Me:I'mokaywithbeingsingle.Infact,Ilove

beingsingleandI'dpreferittostaythatway.



Youmybaby'sfatherandthat'swhatyou'llonly

betomeorwecouldjustbefriends. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Friends? 

Inodded. 

Thando:DoIlooklikeIneedfriends? 

Me:Thenbabydaddyitisthen. 

Thando:Whycan'twegetbacktogether?It's

notlikeIevercheatedonyouwhilstwewere

togetherandwhathappenedwithNobuhle

happenedwhenwehadbrokenup,whycan'twe

moveonfromthis? 

Me:Itwon'tchangethefactthatshe'saboutto

givebirthtoyourbaby.Besides,that'snotthe

reasonwhyI'msayingno. 

Thando:Isitbecauseofthoseflowersandbox

ofchocolates? 

Me:What?No. 



Thando:Don'tlietomeKhensani,youhave

someoneelsewho'sevensendingyougifts. 

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhosentthosegifts.I'm

sayingIwanttofocusonGod,SpheandRomeo

andgettingmydegreeandsinceyoudon'twant

tobemyfriend,Iguessourkidswillonlybe

what'sconnectingus. 

Thando:I'mnotacceptingthat. 

Me:It'suptoyou.Wherearetheothersbythe

way? 

Thando:Iwantedustospendsometime

togethersoIsentthemaway.

Me:Wow,really? 

Thando:It'sbeenfourmonths. 

Me:Can'tbelieveyou30,youshouldhavehada

party.

Thando:Soyoustillhaveaproblemwithmy

age? 



Me:Idon'thaveaproblemwithyourage. 

Thando:Keepfoolingyourself.Inthemeantime,

I'dlikesomefood. 

Me:Youhavetwohands,yenzakwenzeke

Thando:ThetimeI'mgonnadisciplineyou,

you'regoingtoapologizeinadvanceforyour

attitudeItellyou. 

Ichuckled.Yeahright.

Thandoneedstostopthinkinghecanbullyme

around. 

.
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Idon'tknowhowthishappenedbutwhenI

wokeupthefollowingday,itwassolate. 

Iusuallywakeupearlyandturningtolookat

thewatchonthewall,itwas09:15am.

Me:No! 

Iscreamed,gettingup.Ihadmissedmyflight.



Howthehelldidthishappen? 

Ijustworemyshoesthenwenttothenursery,

tocheckonSphe. 

Shewasstillsleeping. 

IwenttolookforLeratobutshewasn'tthere

andneitherwasRomeo. 

Thando:Youokay? 

HeaskedassoonasIgotintothekitchen.He

waswearinganapron,probablyabouttomake

himselfbreakfast. 

Me:Whydidn'tyouwakemeup? 

Helookedatme,withaconfusedfacial

expression. 

Asifthatwasgenuine. 

Me:Iwassupposetobeattheairportbefore08.

Thando:Oh 

Me:Oh?That'sallyougonnasay? 



Thando:It'sreallynotmyfaultthatyou

overslept,Ididn'tevenknowyouhadbookeda

flight. 

Me:Really? 

Ilookedathimwithfoldedarms. 

Thando:Youwokeupthreetimestocheckup

onSphe.Youshouldhavesetanalarm.You

knowhowmuchyouloveyoursleepandIalso

knowyoudon'tlikebeingdisturbedjerkyou

sleepingsoitreallycan'tbemyfault. 

Hesaid,shrugginghisshoulders. 

Me:IguessIdon'thaveachoice. 

Helookedatme,perplexeduntilhefinallygot

whatIwasimplying. 

Thando:Don'teventhinkaboutit. 

Me:Ineedtogethome. 

Thando:YounotdrivingtherealoneNokubonga.

Webothknowwhathappenedthelasttimeyou



did. 

Me:Youneedtostoptreatingmelikeakid. 

Thando:I'llstoptheminuteyoustopactinglike

one. 

Me:Areyoucallingmechildish? 

Thando:Yousaidit. 

Hethenwentbacktowhathewasdoing,

leavingmewithmydroppedjaw. 

WasIreallychildish?Maybejustalittlebitbut

hedidn'thavetopointitout. 

Me:Whyyoubeingsomean? 

Isnortedthenleft,goingbacktomyroom.I

strippedthenwrappedatowelaroundmybody

andwenttothebathroomwhereItookabath. 

Icouldn'trelaxcausemydaughterjustdoesn't

haveTiming.Idriedthenwrappedatowel

aroundmybody. 

WhenIgotbacktomyroom,hewasthere. 



Thando:Yourphoneisringing. 

Hehaditinhishands

Me:Thankyou. 

Isaid,takingitandhewasstilllookingatme. 

Me:Amomentplease. 

Hestilldidn'tmove,Ijustknewhewasn'tgoing

tosoIanswered. 

Icouldn'trecognizethenumberthough. 

Me:Hello. 

Caller:Yougotmygifts? 

Me:Who'sthis? 

Caller:Yousayingyouforgotmyvoice? 

That'sactuallywhenitfinallydawnedmewho

thatis. 

Me:Oh,you 

Isaid,involuntarilyrollingmyeyes. 

Mpho:Yes,me.Iaskedyouaquestionthough. 



Me:Iforgaveyoualongtimeago.Thanksfor

theflowers,Thechocolatesandwhateverison

thesmallbox. 

Mpho:Yousayingyouhaven'topenedit? 

Me:Inevergottoit. 

Mpho:Ouch.Thathurts. 

Me:Whatdoyouwantfrommethough? 

Mpho:Comeopenthedoorthenyou'llfindout. 

Me:What?No. 

Mpho:Yes. 

ThereasonIwassayingnois,hejustdidn't

knowwhatmighthappen. 

Luthandobeinghere,Ijustdidnotknow. 

Ihungupandlookedathim. 

Thando:Soheboughtyouthosegifts? 

Me:NowIreallywishIhadn'tacceptedthem. 

Likehehadsaid,heknockedonthedoorandI



lookedatLuthando,bitingmynails. 

Thando:Don'ttellmehe'stheoneatthedoor. 

Me:WellI..Thingis.. 

Thando:I'llgogetit.Inthemeantime,get

dressedbeforeImakeyouscreamyourlungs

out 

Hekissedmeonthecheekthenleft.Ilotioned

thenworemypantyandadenimdresswithmy

sleepersandtiedmyhairintoalazybun. 

Gettingout,IfoundMphosittingdownwith

Luthandooppositehim.Well,that'sbeingcivil. 

Me:Wow. 

Mpho:Soyousentyourmantoopenup? 

IlookedatLuthandowhowasveryserious. 

IwasabouttoanswerwhenSphecried.Ijust

wenttothenurseryandattendedtoher.Istill

hadn'thadmybreakfast. 

Ichangedhernappythenwentwithhertothe



kitchenwhereImadeherbottle. 

Thando:I'llholdher.Goattendyourboyfriend. 

HetookherawayfrommeandIcontinuedwith

makingherbottle. 

Mpho:Soyougavebirth?Shouldhavebeenour

baby. 

Me:Yougotwhatyouwanted,whatmoredo

youwant? 

Mpho:Iwannarectifymymistakes.EversinceI

lostyou,mylifewasneverthesame. 

Me:Andsomehowyouhavethispervertedidea

thatIactuallycare. 

Mpho:Youdon'tforgetyourfirstKhensaniandI

wasyourfirst. 

Hesaid,gettingclosertomethenbrushedmy

cheek.

Thandoclearedhisthroat. 

Thando:Thebottleplease. 



Ipassedittohimthenheleft.Icouldn't

understandwhyhewasbeingsochilledabout

everything. 

Me:Pleaseleave. 

Mpho:Stopdenyingit. 

Me:I'mnotdenyinganything.Whatwehadwas

goodwhileitlastedbutnowit'sover.Idon't

makethesamemistaketwice. 

Mpho:Sowewereamistake? 

Me:That'swhywedidn'twork.Nowleave. 

Mpho:I'mnotgoingtogiveupthiseasy.You

willbemineagainKhen. 

Hekissedmeontheforeheadthenleft.He

mustbecrazyIfhethinksI'llevergetbackwith

him. 

HebrokemesomuchthatIjustcan'tallow

myselftogothroughthatagain. 

Ilockedthedoorthenleanedonit,closingmy



eyes. 

Thando:Hemusthavemadequiteanimpacton

you.

Iopenedmyeyes,hewasstandinginfrontof

me. 

Me:Hardly. 

Thando:I'vebookedaflightfortomorrow.It'sat

10am. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Thando:Iwasactuallydoingitformydaughter. 

Me:NothingisgoingonbetweenusThando. 

Thando:Webrokeupright?Youdon'thaveto

explainyourselftomeanymore. 

Me:Luthando... 

Thando:Imadebreakfast,shouldIdishupfor

you? 

Thatwaspiercingtomyheart.Ijustnodded.He

dishedupforme. 



Therestofthedaywasspentwithhimonly

talkingtohisdaughterandnotsayinganything

tome. 

Ididn'tthinkMpho'svisitwasgoingtoaffectus

thismuch.Ireallydidn't. 

HewasbeingsocoldtomethatIstopped

tryingtomakeaconversationwithhim. 

GoodthingIhadlongpackedourstuff.Imade

suretowakeupearlythefollowingday. 

Itookashower,driedandlotioned.Iworeblack

leggingswithalongsleevesdenimshirtand

whitesneakers. 

Icombedmyhairandmadetwobuns. 

Ithenwenttothenurseryandbathedmy

daughterwhileshewasstillsleeping.Shewoke

upduringthatbutdidn'tcry. 

Idriedher,vaselinedherthenIdressedherup

inherpinkonesie.ShelookedsocutethatI

tookcountlesspicturesofher. 



Iwentwithhertothekitchenandputheronher

babychairwhileImadeherbottle.Thandowas

nowheretobeseen,hewasprobablystill

sleeping. 

Myphonerangandasmilecreptonmyface

whenIsawwho'scalling. 

Me:Daddy. 

Dad:Whenareyoucominghome? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Younotevengonnaaskhowyouronly

daughterisdoing? 

Dad:Youweresupposetobehereyesterday. 

Me:Imissedmyflight. 

Dad:So,whenareyougonnacome? 

Me:I'mcomingtoday. 

Dad:It'sabouttime,Imissyou. 

Me:Imissyoutoo,somuch. 



Dad:Justgethere,Ican'twaittoseeyoutoo. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Ican'twaittoo. 

Dad:Iloveyou,bye. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Ihungupandjustsmiled. 

Thando:MustfeelgoodNeh. 

Me:Oh,hey. 

ItookSphethenwenttotheloungesoIcan

feedher. 

Thando:Youready? 

Me:Yes,weare. 

Thando:Allpacked? 

Me:Yeah. 

Henodded.ShesleptaftereatingsoIwentto

putherinhercotthenmadebreakfast. 

ImadeafarmbreakfastforThandothenIjust



mademyselfasmoothie,fruitsaladandmuesli. 

Thando:Youeatthatforbreakfast? 

Me:What'swrongwithit? 

Thando:Wasjustasking. 

Inodded. 

Aftereating,wepackedallourbagsinthecar

andfinallyleftfortheairport. 

Afewhourslater,wehadarrivedathomeandI

nolongerhadababy. 

I'msayingthatbecauseKitsoandDaddidn't

wannagiveherbacktome. 

Me:Youguysshouldjustmakeyourownbaby. 

Kitso:Youloveattentionnawe. 

Ilaughed.I'dmissedher. 

Me:Letmegoputhertosleep. 

Dad:Don'tworry,Igotthis. 

Ijustraisedmyhandsinsurrender. 



Bandile:Khen.

Heopenedhisarmsformesoucantakehim

soIdid. 

Me:Missedme? 

Henodded. 

Iwasjustsohappytobehome. 

IspentChristmaswithmyfamilyandIwas

goingtospendnewyearsatmymom'splace. 

ItwasnewyearseveandthatmeantSphewas

now6monthsold. 

Shewasgrowingsofastandthatwarmedmy

heart. 

Itwasaround5pmwhenIreceivedacallfrom

ThandowhichIanswered.He'dcomefrequently

justtobewiththebaby. 

Thingsbetweenuswerejusttooformal.Itried

makingthingsabiteasybuthedidn'tbarge.To

him,IwasjustthebabymamaandIhadno



choicebuttoacceptthat. 

Ireallythoughtwecouldbefriendsatleast. 

Me:Hi. 

Iansweredthecall. 

Thando:CanIseemydaughter? 

SeewhatImean?Straighttobusiness. 

Me:I'llbringher. 

Thando:Thankyou. 

Hehungup.Ijustdidnotunderstandwhyhe

wouldn'tcomeintoseeher.Anyway,Iwentto

takeherfromKitso. 

Me:Luthandoishereforher. 

Kitso:Howcomehenevercomesin? 

Dad:Becausehe'snotwelcomehere. 

Me:He'snot? 

Dad:Yes.Anddon'tevenaskmewhy. 

Ididn't.Ijusttookmybabytoherfather.Hegot



outwhenhesawusapproaching. 

Isatinthebackseatwhiletheybonded. 

Isatinthereforliketwohourswhileheplayed

andtalkedwithhisdaughteruntilsheprobably

fellasleep. 

Thando:Ican'twaitforthetimeI'dbeableto

takeyouhomewithme. 

Hisphonerangandheputitonloudspeaker. 

"I'minlabour!"

IknewitwasNobuhle,Iknewthatvoicevery

well. 

Thando:What? 

Nobuhle:Ahhhhhh...Justcomealready. 

Thando:Now? 

Nobuhle:Yes..Ahh...Nowdammit! 

Thando:Shit.I'mcoming. 

Nobuhle:Youbetter! 



ShehungupandhegaveSphetome. 

Thando:Igottago. 

Ididn'taskanyfurther.Ijusttookmybabyand

wewentbacktothehouse.Hiscarspedoff. 

Thathurt.Itwaspiercingtomyheart.Knowing

thathewasn'therewhenIgavebirthandyethe

ranimmediatelywhenNobuhlecalled. 

Ijustknewthenthatchancesofusevergetting

backtogetherwherenon-existent

IwenttoputherinBandile'soldcotthenwent

tomyroomwhereItooktwosleepingtablets

andsleptitoff. 

.

[08/26,10:33]MustangMan:95

AsIwassleeping,Iwantedtoescapefrom

realityalittlebit.Iwantedmysubconsciousto

reflectbackonmylifeandallthemistakesI

hadmade. 



See,inmysleepitdidn'thurt.Icouldn'tfeelthe

pain.

IguessIbroughtthisonmyselfandIjusthad

tolethimgo,itwasn'tgoingtobeeasybutI

wasgoingtotry. 

ImademybedanditwastimeIlaidonit. 

Irememberedsomethingthepastoroncesaid,I

don'tknowwhyitcamenowandinmy

consciouslyunconsciousstate,ifitmakes

sensebutitdid. 

"Don'tgiveuponhim"

See,atthattimeIhadnoideawhohemight

havebeentalkingaboutandnow,nowIknew. 

Iwasn'tgoingtoforceanythingbutIwasgoing

tobethereforhim.ItoldmyselfthatI'mdone

withdatingandit'shightimeIsticktothat. 

Iwokeupandwenttotakearefreshingbath. 

YaziIsleptonthe31stsoitmeantthisdaywas

thestartofanewyearanditwasgoingtobea



goodyearforme. 

Iknewthey'dbechallengesbutIalsoknewGod

wasgoingtocomethroughforme. 

Hesaiditinhisword;"Iwillneverleaveyou

norforsakeyou"

AndbecausenobodysaiditbutGodhimself,it

settlesit. 

Idriedthenlotionedandworesweatpantsanda

T-shirtwithsleepersandcombedmyhairand

madeaponytailwithit.

Iwenttothekitchentofindthefamilyhaving

breakfast.Sleepingpillscanreallyknockyou

outbutIneededtherest. 

Iwasgoingtofacelifeinadifferentperspective

fromnowon. 

Iwasgoingtofocusonthethingsthatreally

matterandthatwasGod,myfamilyandmy

education. 

Me:Goodmorning. 



Kitso:Youcansurelysleep. 

Me:IguessIwassotired. 

Kitso:Ifshewasn'tthiscute,I'dbescoldingyou

now. 

Ilaughed.ShewasholdingSphe. 

Me:Ipromiseit'sneverhappeningagain. 

Dad:Itbetternot.Weloveourgranddaughter

butIalsodon'twanttostartthinkingthatyou

can'ttakecareofher. 

Me:Ofcoursedad,Iwasjusttootiredthat'sall. 

Kitso:Andit'sunderstandable, you'vebeen

workingsohard. 

Me:Well,Ican'twaittogobacktocampus. 

Dad:YounolongerloveusIsee. 

Igiggled. 

Me:YouknowIloveyouguyssomuchbutI

gottagetmydegree. 



Dad:Ibelieveyouwill,yourresultswere

outstanding. 

Me:Perksofhavingaveryintelligentdad,Ithink

it'sinmygenes. 

Welaughed. 

Dad:I'dliketotakecreditbutit'sallyouand

puttingallthatknowledgeintouse. 

Me:Ofcourse.Imissedthis. 

Isaid,takingabiteofmyomelette. 

Kitso:Youshouldcomehomemoreoften. 

Me:Iwill,thoughyourgranddaughterissucha

handful. 

Dad:Evenifit'sjustforaweekend,Ilovehaving

youaround. 

Me:ThenI'lldefinitelycome.PlusI'llbedoing

mysecondyear,whichmeanslessmodulesAo

I'llhavemoretimeonmyhands. 

Kitso:Aslongasitdoesn'taffectyourwork.



Me:Ofcourse. 

DadheldSpheasIhelpedKitsowiththedishes

afterwards.Bandiledidn'twanttoleavehis

niece'spresence. 

Hewassoexcitedtohavesomeonetoplay

with,aslittleasheisandmydaughtercouldn't

stopgiggling. 

Iwashappythatshe'shappyandthatwas

everythingtome. 

Afterwashingthedishes,IwenttobathSphe

sinceweweregoingtomymom'shousefora

newyearslunchthinggoingonthere. 

Idressedherupinawhitejeggingthenapink

wooldressontopandputaMickymouse

beanieonherhead. 

Ididn'tchange.Ijustworesneakersthentook

mybabyandherbagandweleft. 

IbidfarewelltoeveryoneatthekitchenthenI

wentout. 



Iputherinhercarchair,tuckedandbuckledher

upthenwenttothedriver'sseat.Herbagwas

justnexttomyseat. 

Idrovewhilelisteningtosomegospelmusic

justtogetmyspiritintherightmood. 

ApparentlyIwasgoingtomeetsomeofmy

stepdad'sfamilyandIjusthopeditallgoes

well. 

Arrivingthere,therewereafewcarsparked

outsideincludingthatofmybabydaddy.Ididn't

thinkIwasgoingtoseehimthissoonbutIwas

gladbecausethiswouldgivemeachanceto

askhimhowitallwentwithNobuhle. 

Ifoundaparkingspotthenparkedmycar. 

Igotoutwithherbagthenwenttogether,she

wokeupjustasItookheroutofhercarchair

andwewentinside. 

IgreetedasIgotinthenwenttolookformy

mom.Ireallydidn'thavetimeforallthese



people. 

Iknockedonherdoorthengotin. 

Kholiswa:Youcame? 

Ichuckled. 

Me:OfcourseIdid. 

IputSphe'sbagdown. 

Me:Howareyou? 

Kholiswa:I'mgoodhey.How'sSphe? 

Me:She'salsogood.How'sthelittleone? 

Kholiswa:Quiteaheadache. 

Mom'sbabywasthreemonthsnow.It'saboy,

LungisaniSiyabulelaNgcobo.Suchacute,

chubbybaby. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Thisoneisquiteanangel. 

Kholiswa:Areyouokay? 

Ilookedather.AbitperplexedcauseIdidn't



quitegetshewasaskinginreferraltowhatbutI

shortlynodded. 

Kholiswa:Iheardaboutwhathappenedwith

Luthando.

Me:We'llbefine. 

Kholiswa:Ihateseeingyouhurt.Lookathow

thinyouare. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Whyiseveryonesoconcernedwithmy

weight? 

Kholiswa:Becauseit'snotyou.We'llstart

thinkingthatMahikengisnotgoodonyou. 

Me:Lookonthebrightside,I'mbrighternow. 

Shelaughed. 

Kholiswa:Youcrazy. 

Me:Youdidn'ttellmeit'sgonnabethispacked

though. 

Kholiswa:TheNgcobo'sareabigfamily. 



Me:SoIsee.CanIputherdownsomewhere?

She'ssleeping.

Kholiswa:Puthernexttoheruncle. 

Me:Soundsweird.She'solder. 

WelaughedandIputherthere. 

Me:I'llcomecheckonher. 

Kholiswa:Okay. 

Gettingout,IwenttothekitchenwhereIfound

Leratowithsomeotherwomenandwehugged

shortly. 

Me:Where'sRomeo? 

Lerato:They'reattheback. 

IwasabouttoworkheresoIimmediatelywent

out,bumpingintosomegirl.

Me:I'msosorry. 

Ipickedupherphoneforher. 

Girl:Khensani. 



Me:IsitMusaorMotso? 

Shechuckled. 

Girl:Motso.

Ismiled

Me:Ofcourse.Whatareyoudoinghere? 

Motso:It'smyuncle'shouse. 

Me:Uncle? 

Motso:I'mLuthando'slittlesister. 

Me:Whoa...What? 

Shegrinned. 

Motso:Iknow.I'mthelastborn. 

Me:Whowouldhavethought.. 

Motso:Iknowright.Where'smyniece? 

Me:She'ssleepinginmymom'sroom. 

Motso:I'llgowakeherup. 

Me:Haike,don'tcallmewhenshe'scryingher



lungsout. 

Welaughed. 

Motso:Don'tworryaboutit. 

Me:Givemeyournumber,weshouldhangout. 

Motso:Youreadmymind. 

WeexchangednumbersthenIfinallywentto

thebackwhereIfoundRomeowithThandiand

twootherkids. 

RomeoandThandirantomeandweshareda

grouphug. 

Me:Howareyouguys? 

Them:Fine. 

Me:Where'syourfather? 

IsaidtoRomeo. 

Romeo:Comemom,I'lltakeyou. 

Me:Okay. 

IfollowedhimtowhereLuthandowasand



foundhimalongwithsomeguysandgirls,

drinkingandhavingfun. 

Me:Okay,youcangoback. 

Iperkedhimonthelipsandheranback.I

approachedthem. 

ItwasTizzandLiaanebutLiaanewasn'twith

KagibutIwasn'tgoingtoaskanything.I

greetedandtheyreplied.IlookedatThando. 

Me:Canwetalk?Itwon'ttakelong. 

Thando:Yazi,I'mtryingtohaveaDrinkand

relax,gibestressfree. 

Theylaughed.Ifthiswasanyotherday,Iwould

havejustturnedbackbutIdidn't. 

Me:Don'tworry,it'snothingbig. 

Thando:Letmedealwithmysexybabymama. 

TheoldKhensaniwouldhavefeltsosmall,

lookingathowthosegirlswheredressesbutI

didn'tcare. 



Iwassoselfconsciousnow.Ididn'tcareabout

whatanybodyelsethought.

Me:Didshegivebirthwell? 

Thando:That'swhatyoucalledmefor. 

Me:Yep,Ijustwannaknowaboutthebaby. 

Thando:It'saboy,andyes,shegavebirthwell.

Actually,shegavebirtharound1amtodaysohe

wasbornonthe1stofJanuary. 

Me:That'sgreat.Goodtoknowthey'reokay 

Thando:Yeah.Ihatetosaythisbuthe'smine

andI'mgoingtotakecareofhimassoonas

theygetout. 

Me:Iknowhe'syoursandwell,goodluckwith

everything.Maybewhentherighttimecomes,

Sphemightmeetherbrother. 

Thando:I'dlikethat. 

Me:Youcangobacktoyourboys,andget

drunk,ubemnandi. 



Thando:Youcanjoinus. 

Me:MaybeifIhadn'tcomewithmydaughter. 

Thando:She'shere? 

Me:Yeah. 

Thando:Bringhertome. 

Me:LikehellIwill.Youarebusydrinkingand

smoking,thatwon'tbegoodformydaughter.I

don'twanthergoingbacktohospitalbecause

ofyourrecklessness. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Okay,bringmeaplatethen. 

Me:ByeLuthando. 

Isaid,notevenlisteningtoonemoreword.I

wasjustgladhewasn'tthatcoldtomenow. 

Turnsout,Thandohasalittlebrother,who

lookedjustlikehimbutlighterincomplexion.

HisnameisTumisho. 

Hewasahandsomeyoungmanandhadadeep



voice. 

Tumisho:Howoldareyou? 

Me:Younotevengoingtoaskmyname? 

Hechuckled.

Tumisho:Khensani,thegirlwhostolemy

brother'sheart.Youlooksoyoungthough. 

Me:I'm20.

Tumisho:I'm25.

Me:AndMotso? 

Tumisho:She's20.

Me:Soit'safiveyeargapkinderthing? 

Tumisho:Yeah,youcanputitthatway. 

Ispenttherestofthedaywithhimwhilegoing

tocheckonmydaughterwhowasbeing

passedfromaunttoaunt. 

Overall,itwasagooddayandIevenendedup

spendingthenightthere. 



ItwasgoodknowingtherestofthefamilyandI

wascontentwitheverything. 

.
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Ilookedatmyselfonthefullreflectionmirror.It

wasactuallyhardtobelieveformetoo. 

Iturnedaroundtogetareflectionofmyass,

andhowperfectthedresswashuggingmy

body. 

Me:Thisisit 

IsaidtoDadwhowaslookingatmeonthe

mirror. 

Dad:Youlookbeautifulmylady. 

Igiggledandturned. 

Me:Thankyoudaddy. 

Dad:I'msoproudofyouKhensani,Istillcan't

believethisishappening.Iwishsomeonecould

justpinchmesoIcanknowifI'mdreamingor



what. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Hardtobelieveformetoo. 

Dad:Mylittlegirlisnotsolittleanymore. 

Me:Iknowright,I'mturning23

Isaidwithagrin,hechuckled,shakinghis

head. 

Dad:Andyougraduating.Nowthat'shardto

believe. 

Me:Andmyresults..Amazing,ifIdosayso

myself. 

Welaughed. 

Dad:Don'tforgetwhereyougotallthatwisdom

from. 

Me:WellGod.Proverbs1:7 

Us:ThefearoftheLordisthebeginningof

knowledge 



Dad:Yeah,yeah. 

Me:Thankyoudad.Foreverything.Forloving

mewhenIknewnothingaboutloveandbeing

thereformewhenIfeltlikeIhadnooneand

holdingmyhandthroughitall.Thepain,thejoy

andthehappiness. 

Dad:YoumyprincessandI'ddoitagainifI

havetoo. 

Wesharedanemotionalembracethatspoke

volumesforthebothofus.Truthis,Iwouldn't

behereifitwasn'tbecauseofthismanandI'll

foreverbethankfultohimforeverything. 

IowehimandGodformylife.It'ssafetosay

Godgavemeanangelforafather. 

Whenwebrokethehug,wewerebothcrying

thenlaugheditoff. 

Mom:Haibo,Khensani? 

Sheshoutedwhenshebargedintomyroom.

Mymomneverknocks,interruptingtheheart-



heartIhadbeenhavingwithmyfather. 

Me:Himom. 

Mom:Don'thimomme,whyaren'tyoudone

yet? 

Me:Iam. 

Isaid,shruggingmyshoulders. 

Kitso:Yourmakeupismessedup 

Ilookedatdadandwelaughed. 

Me:Where'smygown? 

"Coming"

ShoutedTumishoandhegotinwithit.Ismiled. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Hesmiledback. 

Romeo:Youlookbeautifulmommy. 

Me:Thanksbaby. 

Ibentdownandkissedhimonthelips. 



Sphe:Bitifulmama(Beautiful)

Igiggledandalsokissedher.Mybabieshad

grownbethuna. 

Sphewasturning3.Romeowas7yearsnow

anddoingGrade2.

HehadabigAfro,anditlookedgoodonhim. 

Bandilewasturning4AndSiyawastwo,also

turning3.Thandiwas8,doingherGrade3and

wassotalkative. 

Shejustneverstoppedtalking. 

ThandoandIweredoingverywellinthisco-

parentingthingandIdon'tknowabouthimbutI

wasstillverymuchsingle. 

MotsoandIwereprettyclose.We'dvisiteach

othereveryonceinawhile.Shewasstayingin

PretoriaandIwasstillinMafikeng. 

Mphostoppedpursuingmeandit'ssafetosayI

waslivingaprettystressfreelife. 



Njabulo,Nobuhle'ssonwas2yearsandfondof

me.HewasalsostayingwithLeratoand

Nobuhleneverceasedtomakeitknownshe's

herson. 

It'ssadshesawmeascompetitionwhileI

didn'tevencareaboutheranymore.Iwasgood,

beingonmyownandIactuallylikedit. 

Wetooksomanypicturestogether,withthe

kidstooandfinallyleftsincetimewasnoton

ourside. 

IwasgoingwithDadandTumishotocampus

andthewomenwerestayingbehindtoprepare

somelunch. 

Motsowasflyingherelater. 

Thegraduationceremonywasstartingat08:30

andwewereabitlate. 

Anyway,IwalkedoutofGreatHallfeelingvery

proud.Thorisowasheresowehuggedbriefly 

Hegotmarriedtohisbabymama,theyhada



fiveyearolddaughtertogether.Suchasweet

lady. 

Me:Thanksforcoming. 

Thoriso:Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld. 

Me:Stillcan'tbelieveyousomeone'shusband. 

Thoriso:Youdidn'twanttomarrysoIhadto

makeaplan. 

Ilaughed.Don'tworry,he'sjustplaying.They'd

beentogetherwaybeforeIknewhim. 

TheyactuallygotmarriedlastyearandIeven

sangabeautifulsongasaweddingpresent

kinderthing. 

Tumisho:Timetogohon. 

Me:Youcomingwith? 

IaskedThoriso. 

Thoriso:Whosaysnotofreefood? 

Ilaughed.He'scrazy. 



Me:We'llmeetathome. 

Thoriso:Ofcourse.I'mcomingwithmywife

andkidthough. 

Me:YouknowIdon'tmind.PlusImissBonolo. 

That'shiswife'sname. 

Thoriso:They'llbothbehappytoseeyou. 

Wehuggedonemoretimeandhewenttohis

car. 

Dad:Suchabeautifulceremony. 

Me:Iknow.Ifinallygotmydegree. 

Tumisho:AtleastSphewasn'tyouronly

degree. 

Ichuckledandpushedhimlightly 

Me:Benice. 

Dad:TellhimNono. 

Welaughed.Wewalkedbacktothecarwithmy

armondad'swaistandhisonmyshoulder.He



openedthedoorformeandIgotin.Tumisho

wastheonedriving. 

Gettingbackatmyhouse,therewereafewcars

parkedinsidetheyard. 

Ijustthinktheyweremakingthisprettymucha

bigdeal. 

MotsorushedtomeimmediatelywhenIgotout

ofthecarandattackedmewithahug. 

Shesmelledsogood. 

Me:I-can't-breath 

Shechuckledandletgoofme. 

Motso:Lookatyoulookingallkindsof

fabulous. 

Igiggled. 

Me:Thankyouandyoulookbeautiful. 

Motso:WhatcanIsay?Myman'streatingme

good 

Me:Icanseehowyourfacebeamswhenyou



talkabouthim.

ShewasstilldatingKamoandtheyhadagood

thinggoingon.Iwashappyforthem.Iwas

actuallymoreclosewithherthanIwaswith

Kamogelo. 

Motso:He'sheretooactually. 

Me:Really? 

Motso:Yeah.Hedidn'twannastaybehind. 

Me:Come,Ineedtochangeoutofthisdress

andheels. 

Mydresswasn'tthatlong,reachedbelowmy

knees,wasmaroonandhuggedmeinallthe

rightplacesandImatcheditwithblackpencil

heels. 

Ichangedintoablacksilkjumpsuitwithblack

flops.Myfeetwerekillingmewethu. 

Themusicwasplayingdownlow.Youknow

howitiswiththesesemisuburbs. 



Kamo:Hey. 

Me:Hii

Wehugged.Unlikeme,hehadlonggraduated

andwasactuallyworkingnow.Hewasalways

twogradesahead. 

Me:Youlookgood. 

Hesmiled. 

Kamo:Ishouldbesayingthesametoo,Imean

thatass... 

Motso:Hey! 

Shesaid,punchinghimlightlyandwelaughed. 

Kamo:Don'tworrybabe,I'mallyours. 

Hesaid,kissinghercheek. 

Me:Ncooa 

Welaughed.Wewenttositoutsidewith

Tumisho.ThorisowasherewithNoloandtheir

kidwasplayingwithRomeoandtheothers. 



Tumisho:So,I'mhungrynow. 

Me:WheredoIfitinthere? 

Tumisho:Ain'tyougonnahelpabrotherout? 

Me:Wellabrotheralsogottwohandslikea

sister. 

Kamo:Youcrazy. 

Motso:Socrazy. 

Me:Haibo? 

Welaughed.IgotupwithNoloandMotsoand

wehelpeddistributetheplatestothepeople 

Weren'tmanybutwerealot,ifitmakessense.I

wasthankfulforeveryonewhocame.Ireally

don'tthinkIwouldhavebeenabletohandlea

crowd. 

Motso:So,whatnow? 

Me:Haven'tthoughtaboutthat.Igottadomy

honoursfirstthenIcanthinkabouteverything

else. 



Nolo:Well,weproudofyou. 

Me:Thankyouguys. 

Theyhelpedwiththedishesaftereatingthen

somepeopleleft,includingThorisoandhis

family. 

Motsowassleepingoveralongwithher

boyfriend.Thehousekindofhadroomandwe

wereveryclosetoaguesthouse. 

Sphe:Daddy! 

Sheshouted.Ididn'tevenknowshewas

somewhereclose.SheruntoLuthandojust

afterheparkedhiscar. 

Iactuallydidn'texpecthimtocome.Leratotold

meshecan'tcomeandIunderstoodher

reasons.

HehadNjabulowithhim,whomheputdownso

hecanpickuphisdaughter. 

Tumisho:Iguessthat'smybrotherbeing

fashionablylate. 



Wealllaughed.Hecametous.Hegreeted,

puttingSphedown. 

Thando:Andcongratulations onyourdegree. 

Me:Thankyousir. 

Tumisho:Onlyonethingleftnow. 

Me:What? 

Tumisho:Wellyou'vehadyourmatricdance

dress,yourmaternitydress,andnowyour

graduationdress,IthinkyouknowwhatI

mean. 

Me:Ireallyhopeyounotsayingmywedding

dress. 

Motso:I'llgladlybethemaidofhonor. 

Kamo:IactuallyknewherbeforeyousoI

shouldbethebestmanorsomething. 

Me:YouguystalklikeI'mnothere. 

Thando:They'retalkingsensethough. 

Tumisho:Marrymebaby. 



Ilaughed. 

Me:I'dratherbeblind. 

Motso:That'smyfavoritesong. 

Kamo:Andit'sworsecauseyoucan'teven

sing. 

Motso:OhfuckoffKamogelo. 

Me:TellhimyounottryingtowinaGrammy. 

Motso:I'mnottryingtowinaGrammy. 

Shethenstuckhertongueout.Ilaughed.Itwas

gettinglatenow. 

Theygotupandleft,sayingthey'retiredandI

actuallydidnotbuythatbutagain,itwasnone

ofmybusiness. 

Tumisho:I'llgowarmourbed. 

Me:Okayhubby. 

Helaughedandgotup,IwasleftwithThando. 

Thando:Hey. 



Me:Hi. 

Thando:Igotyousomething. 

Me:Youdid? 

Thando:It'snothingbigthough. 

Me:Youmeanit'ssomethingbig? 

Thando:Trustme,it'snot. 

Me:Okay,I'mwaiting. 

Thando:Closeyoureyes. 

Me:Really? 

Thando:Justdoit 

Ihuffedthenclosedmyeyesandwaited. 

Thando:Okay,openup 

Me:Yousure? 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:Justdoit 

Iobligedandmyjawimmediatelydropped 



Me:Thando.. 

Thando:Youlike? 

Me:They'rebeautiful. 

Itooktheearrings,withabraceletandring. 

Me:Howmuchdidthesecost? 

Theringhadabig,rubyredrockandthe

earringsalsohadredpetals.Everythinglooked

prettyexpensive. 

Thando:Thatdoesn'tmatter. 

Me:Thankyouman. 

Wehugged.Thehuglastedabitlongerthanit

shouldhaveanditwasbrokenbyRomeo

pullinghisdad. 

Ijustsmiled. 

Romeo:Imissedyoudad. 

Thando:Lookatyouallgrown. 

Hepickedhisson. 



Ijustlookedatthemthenbackatmygift. 

Theringlookedsobeautifulandbig. 

.
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Thando:Wannagoinside? 

Me:YesplusI'mtirednow,Iwannasleep. 

Iyawnedinvoluntarily,Iwasreallytired.Ipicked

Spheupandwewentinsidethehouse.Itwasa

bitquietsoIfiguredthatpeoplewerealready

sleeping. 

Iwenttomyroomwithmybabygirl.Gettingin,I

tookoffthejumpsuitIwaswearingthenwore

mypyjamasandtookSphe,wenttobathher

sinceshewassodirty. 

ThetimeIwasdone,shewasalreadysleeping.

Ilotionedherthendressedherupinher

pyjamasthengotintobedwithher. 



Thando:Khen? 

Ilookedupathim,hewasatthedoor,holding

Njabulo.

Me:Yeah? 

Thando:Theroomsarekindoffull. 

Me:ThishousehasfivebedroomsThando. 

Thando:Andthere'syourmotherandhertwo

kids,Kitso,yourdad,Bandile,Romeo,Kamogelo

andMotsoAndthere'sTumisho. 

Me:Ididn'tthinkofthat.Soyougonnasleep

here? 

Thando:Wedon'thavemuchofachoice. 

Me:There'sonlyonebed. 

Thando:It'sakingsizebed. 

Ihuffed. 

Me:Okayfine. 

Imovedtothesidewithmydaughtersothey



canbeabletofitintothebed.

Me:Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyouhadto

knockonmyroomthough. 

Thando:Shh,Thekidsaresleeping. 

Irolledmyeyesandfacedtheotherside.The

kidswerebetweenusAndIwasrathergrateful

forthat. 

IwaswokenupbySpheblowingaironmyface

withhertinyhandscuppingmyface. 

Ichuckledandopenedmyeyes. 

Me:Heybaby. 

Sphe:I'mhungrymama. 

Ikissedherlips. 

Me:Let'sgorinseourmouthfirst. 

LuthandoandNjabuloweren'tonbed,Ifigured

theygotupearly. 

Luckily,wefoundnooneatthebathroomsowe

rinsedourmouthsandwashedourfaces.Turns



MomandKitsohadalreadymadebreakfastsoI

didn'thavetodoathing. 

Me:Goodmorning 

Isaidthensatdownastheyreplied.Weallate

breakfastoverlightconversationsandIcould

finallyhavemyspace.NotthatImindthat

everyonewasherebutIalsoneededmyspace

back. 

Afewhourslater,IwasonlyleftwithRomeo,

SpheandTumishowhileThandosaidhegot

somethingheneedstosortout. 

Iwasinthekitchenpreparingsomelatelunch. 

Tumisho:Can'tbelieveyouallgrownup. 

Ichuckled,Lookingupbecauseoftheonion

thatIwaschoppingwhichwasmakingmecry

involuntarily. 

Me:TalkasifyoumetmewhenIwaslittle. 

Tumisho:Actually,Idid.Youhadalittlebaby

andwerealwaysbreathingfire. 



Me:What?Me? 

Hechuckled. 

Tumisho:Yea,you.Inawhileyou'llbeworking

andlookingallcorporate. 

Me:AndIactuallycan'twaitforthattime. 

Iwashedmyhandsafterchoppingtheonion..

Me:Nowtellmewhyyousingle. 

Tumisho:I'mgay. 

Me:Ihaveagaybestfriend,Icouldalwayshook

youup. 

Tumisho:Youreallysomethingelse. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Butreally,it'dbeweirdtohaveagay

Ngcobobrother. 

Tumisho:Actually,Ineedtosettledown.I'm

turning28,shouldbemarriedbynow. 

Me:Sowhat'sstoppingyou? 



Heshruggedhisshoulders. 

Tumisho:Haven'tmettheoneyet. 

Inodded. 

Me:Makessense.Atleastonmyside,there's

norush. 

Tumisho:Whywereyousingleforsolong? 

Me:Relationshipsareabagfulofstress

Hechuckled. 

Tumisho:I'lldrinktothat. 

Heraisedhisimaginaryglassintheair,leaving

meinstitches. 

IdishedupforthefourofuswhenIwasdone,

leavingThando'sfoodintheovensincehesaid

he'snotcomingbackwithNjabulo. 

Therestoftheweekjustdraggedslowly.

Tumishoalsoleft.

IwasactuallyhappywithwhereIwaswith

everything. 



MybirthdayalsocameandIreallydidn'twant

todoanything.Dadhadthrownabigpartyon

my21stsoIjustwantedtospenditwithmy

twobabies. 

IwassleepingwhenIfeltSpheslapmewithher

tinyhand.Ijustchuckledandopenedmyeyes. 

Me:Youhurtingmommy. 

Sphe:Sorrymommy. 

Ijustchuckledandkissedhercheek. 

Sphe:Comemama. 

Me:Whereyoutakingme? 

Sphe:Firstgobrushyourteeth. 

Me:Okay 

Iworemygownthenshepulledmetothe

bathroomwhereIbrushedmyteethand

washedmyface. 

Sphe:Comemama. 

Ifollowedherassheledthewayoutside,atthe



gardenspaceandmyjawjustdropped.I'mstill

wonderinghowshewokeupbeforeme. 

Therewasatablesetforfour,whileIhada

chairthatWascoveredwithawhitecloth.Ijust

smiledandsatdown.

Romeo:Breakfast? 

Heasked,comingwithatrayonhishands.I

justgiggledandnodded. 

Romeo:HappyBirthdaymommy. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Thankyou. 

IatebreakfastwithSphe,busypullingbacon

frommyplate.Itwassoamazing,Romeowas

eventakingpicturesofme. 

Iwassohappy. 

Me:Whyaretherefourchairs? 

Romeo:Otheroneisfordaddy. 

Me:Whereishe? 



Sphe:Theremommy 

Shepointedatthedoor,hehadaflowerand

cakeonhishands.Hecameandputitinfront

ofme,ithadcandles. 

Ijustlaughed. 

Me:I'mnotaKidTumelo. 

Thando:Iknowbaby. 

Hekissedmeonthecheek.Suddenlythings

weredifferent,hecaredmoreandspentmore

timewithme.Idon'tknowwhatthismeantAnd

Ididn'twanttoreadmoreintoit. 

MylifehadbeenpeacefulwhenIwasalonebut

myloveforLuthandoneverceased. 

TheysanghappybirthdaytomewhileIblewthe

candles,itwasanamazingmomentandof

courseRomeowastakingpictures. 

Islicedthecakeandweallate,itwassucha

heartwarmingdayforme.Bestwaytostartmy

morning. 



Therestoftheday,messageswereflooding

frommyfriendsandfamily,wishingmeahappy

birthday. 

TheyhadevenboughtgiftsformewhichIwas

supposedtofetch. 

Ntandoalsocalledme.Iansweredalmost

immediately.Iwasintheloungewithmylittle

family. 

Me:Baby

ThandolookedatmeandIgotup,goingtomy

room. 

Ntando:WhenareyoucomingtoDurban

again? 

Ihadwenttheresometimetovisithishome

whichwasamazing.Hismotherissosweet

andhisfatheristhebest,Thewaythey

acceptedhimasheis,it'samazing.He'stheir

firstbornchildsotheylovehimtobits. 

Me:Actually,IcoulddowithaholidaybutI'lltell



you. 

Ntando:Imissyousomuchchomz 

Me:Imissyoutoobabe,you'vebeengonefor

toolong. 

Ntando:I'mcomingbacknextyearformy

honours. 

Me:Ofcourse,Ican'twait. 

Ntando:AndI'mgettingmarried. 

Iscreamed,Icouldn'tholdit,Iwasexcited. 

Me:Noway! 

Ntando:Yesway! 

Hesaidexcitedly.Iwassohappyforhim.Ijust

loveitwhenmyfriendsarehappy. 

Me:ToZaine? 

Ntando:Yes,mywhiteBae. 

Me:Ncooa,soI'mthemaidinhonorright? 

Hechuckled. 



Ntando:Doyouevenhavetoask? 

Wecontinuedtalking,andhetoldmehowhe

proposedandeverything.Iwasjustsoexcited,

you'dswearIwastheonegettingmarried. 

IhungupthecalltobumpintoLuthandojustas

Iwasabouttoturn. 

Me:Dude! 

Thando:Who'sgettingmarried? 

Me:Ntando.WhodidyouthinkIwastalkingto

Vele? 

Heshruggedhisshoulders. 

DayswentonandIgotallmygifts.Ievenhad

togotoJoburgsoIcangeteverythingbutI

washappy.IjustfeltIdidn'tdeservesomuch. 

Momgavemesomesharesonhercompany,it

wasalltoomuchformebutshesaidIdeserved

itandmore.Ididn'twanttodisappointhersoI

tookthe20%sharessoIwasnowa

shareholder. 



DadboughtmeaMacBookandKitsobought

meawatch.Iwasjusthappy. 

IalsoreceivedcashfromTumisho,Motsoand

allthosewhodidn'tknowwhattobuyforme. 

Verysoon,itwasJuneandmybabywas

officiallyturning3andherfatherwasthrowing

herapartybackathome.Ntando'swedding

wasonOctobersoIhadalotoftimeonmy

hands.HewassoexcitedandIwasjustgladhe

foundlove.Itpleasedmeseeingpeoplearound

mesohappyintheirrelationships. 

ThepartywasofcoursebeingheldonSaturday

thoughherbirthdaywasonTuesday. 

Thando:Youallpacked? 

Me:Yep. 

ItwasThursday,weweregoinghome.The

partywasbeingheldatThando'splacesowe

weregonnastaythere.Iactuallythoughtthey

weremakingabigdealofthiscauseshe'sa



babybutIwasalsohappybecauseher

happinessmeanseverythingtome. 

Thando:Can'tbelieveshe'ssogrown.

Me:Iknowhey.Itwasjustawhileagowhen

shewastinyinthatincubator.

Thando:I'msorryIwasn'tthere. 

Me:Waterunderthebridge.Atleastyouwere

therewhenyoursonwasborn. 

Thando:That'snotfair. 

Me:It'snotabigdeal

Afterloadingourbagsinthecar,wewenttoeat

breakfast.Thekidsweresoexcitedabout

leavingandIwasjusthappy. 

Thandoneverreallytalkedtomeafterthatbut

whatIsaidwastrueineveryaspect. 

Afewhourslater,wehadarrivedathishouse.I

wassotiredbutthekidswantedtoplaysoI

wenttohisroom,tookoffallmyclothesand



sleptinjustmypanty.Iwasreallythattired. 

Iwokeupandtookashower,Iwasfeeling

refreshednow.Idriedandthenlotioned,worea

yellowsummerdresswithflopsandletmyhair

loose.Goodthingthehouseisairconditioned

orIwouldhavefrozetodeath. 

IhadjustwenttowashitonMondayanddried

it,I'vealwayshadcurlyhair. 

IwassohungryandIimmediatelysmiledwhen

IsawLerato.

Wesharedatighthug. 

Me:Smellsgoodinhere. 

Shechuckled. 

Lerato:AndhereIwasthinkingyoumissedme. 

Me:OfcourseIdid,Ijustmissedyourfoodtoo. 

Wesharedalaugh.Ihelpedherwiththe

cooking.ThekidswerewatchingTVwiththeir

father,Njabulowasalsohere. 



Ihelpedhersetthetableforthedinnerthenwe

satdown. 

Lerato:So,thepartyonSaturday? 

Me:Yep. 

Lerato:How'severythingcoming? 

Me:Good.Actually,I'minthecateringandcake

department. 

ShelookedatThando.

Thando:It'sgoinggoodmom.I'vehireda

stretchtent,apopcornandcottoncandy

machine,slides,andallthatshit. 

Me:Language! 

Thando:Sorry. 

Romeo:CanItakepicturesatthepartymom? 

Me:Ofcourse. 

Hegrinnedwidely.Ijustsmiled.Romeoloved

hisguitarandcamera.Theyweretimeswhen

we'dlockourselvesinhisroomandI'llsing



whileheplaystheguitar. 

Wehadboughthimabiggeronesincethatone

Iboughthimwhenheturned4.

Seemslikehewasgoingtogrowupasa

romantic,completelydifferentfromhisfather. 

Wewashedthedishesafterdinneranditwas

bedtimeforthekids. 

OnFriday,IwenthomesinceIhadtogomake

paymentsandcheckhowfarthecakeis. 

IwasgoingwithKitso.Iparkedmycarnextto

thedoorandjustbargedin.Bandilerantome. 

Me:Missedme? 

HenoddedandIkissedhimallovertheface. 

Kitso:Youhere? 

Me:Nope,it'smyghost. 

Shechuckled,IputBandidownandwehugged. 

Me:Where'syourhusband? 



Kitso:Work. 

Me:Mustbenicestayingathome. 

Shechuckled. 

Kitso:Hardly.It'sexhausting. 

ItookBandileandwewenttomycar.Istrapped

himinthebackthenwenttothedriver'sseat. 

Kitso:Can'tbelieveyoustillusingthiscar. 

Me:It'sbeenfouryears.Ineedanewbaby. 

Kitso:Isecondyou.It'stooyoungforyou. 

Me:Hey! 

Welaughedthendroveoff.Aftereverything,we

endedupgoingshoppingandbuyingsome

clothes. 

IwenttodropthemoffandwenttoThando's

house.Iwasdogtired. 

Thando:Tookyoulongenough. 

Me:Oh,Igotcarriedaway. 



Thando:Andforgetthatyouhavekidstoget

backto?

Me:Don'tstartwithmeThando.I'mtiredand

definitelynotinthemood. 

Iwasactuallyconfusedbythisbehavior.I'mnot

hiswifeandtheleasthecouldhavedonewas

askmewhereIwas,notthathedidn'tknow. 

Ididn'twaitforhimtoreplybutjustwenttothe

guestroomthistimeandputmyclothesinthe

closet. 

Istrippedthenwenttotakeashower. 

Afewhourslater,itwasSaturdayandtheday

oftheparty. 

Iwokeupandtookabath,alongrelaxingbath

andgotoutwhenthewaterwasturningcold.I

driedthenlotioned.Iworeablackhighwaisted

tightanklegrazer,withablackbaggyNike

hoodieandmywhitepumacreeper.Itiedmy

hairintoalazybun,putonlipstickonmylips



thentookmybagwithmyphoneandwentto

thekitchen. 

Me:Goodmorning. 

Theygreetedback. 

Romeo:Youlookbeautifulmommy.

Me:Thanksbabe. 

Ifinallygotthecakeandthecateringpeople

werebusy,theyallbroughtplatters.Everything

wasgoingwell. 

Thetentwasset,themachineswerehere.They

hadabarbiethemegoingonandmybaby

lookedbeautifulinherbarbiedress. 

Myparentswerehere,includingKholiswawith

herfamilyandLuthando'sdad.Motsowaswith

KamoandKagisano,andTumishohadcome

withsomewhitegirlwithredhair. 

BandilewasMrPartyandeverythingwent

prettywell. 



IwasactuallyhavingagooddayuntilKamo

pulledmeaside 

Wehadjusteatenandpeoplewerehaving

drinksnow. 

Wewereatthefront,werethecarswere

parked. 

Kamo:Youlookbeautiful. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Ismiled.Heranhisfingersthroughhisfade. 

Me:What? 

Kamo:It'sjust..Ineedyourhelp. 

Me:Oh? 

Kamo:YouandMotsoareclosesoIfigured

*shrugs*..Youknowwhatshelikesandstuff 

Me:Where'sthisgoing? 

Kamo:I'mplanningtopropose. 

Me:What? 



Ilookedathim,waitingforhimtotellmethis

wasajokebuthedidn't,helookeddadserious. 

Mylipsstartedshaking.WhythehellwasI

feelingthisway? 

Kamo:Youokay? 

Hesaid,givingmeaconcernedlook.Ididn'tsay

anythingbutinstead,walkedaway. 

Thiswasjusttoomuchtodigestforme. 

.
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IwentinsidethehouseAndtoThando'sroom

andtookmycarkeys.Ijustneededadrive,just

toclearmymind.Iactuallydon'tknowwhat

wasgoingonwithme. 

Iwasfinewitheverything,withthemdatingbut

nowthat'sit'smarriage..Ijustdon'tknow. 

MaybeIwasfeelingleftout.Thorisogot



married,Ntandoisgettingmarriedandnow

Motsoisalsoabouttogettheproposalthenit's

justme..Asselfishasitmightsound,Ialso

neededtobehappy.Sure,IhadmykidsbutI

neededmore. 

Kamo:I'msorry. 

Hewasstandingnexttomycarandopenedthe

doorformeandIgotin,givinghimthekeys. 

Hegotinthedriver'sseat. 

Me:It'snotyou.

Kamo:Really?Iunderstandwhereyoucoming

from. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Idoubtyoudo.Wherearewegoing? 

Kamo:Toaspecialplace.Wejustgonnatalk. 

Me:Beenawhile. 

Kamo:Youweremoreinterestedinmy

girlfriendallofasudden,otherthanme. 



Me:Haibo.Andanyway,Thandoneverlikedour

friendship 

Kamo:You'vebeensingleforlike..Twoyears? 

Me:Ithinkthreebutitdoesn'tmatter. 

Kamo:Stillcan'tbelieveI'mhere,withyou. 

Me:Don'tsayitlikethat,wherewegoing? 

Kamo:Wehere. 

Ilookedoutside. 

Me:Kamogelo.. 

Itcameoutasawhisper.Hesmiledthencame

tomysideandopenedthedoorforme. 

Kamo:I'vealwayslovedthewayyoucallmy

name. 

Irolledmyeyesandgotout,hechuckled. 

Me:Iwasactuallywonderingwhythedrivetook

solong. 

Kamo:Itwasonly20minutes. 



Wewerebehindthespaza,theoneinfrontof

ourhighschool.It'swhereheusuallysmoked

andwouldforcemetocomechillwithhim. 

IrememberaskinghimwhyAndhesaidandI

quote"Iwantyoutobecomfortable"

Me:Youshouldhavebroughtsnacksor

something. 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:That'swhatyoushouldhavethoughtof,

whenyoudecidedtorunaway. 

Ilaughed.Hewassittingonacranesohe

pulledmetositontopofhim. 

Kamo:Memories. 

Me:Stillfeelslikeitwasjustyesterday.And

now,yougettingmarried. 

Kamo:I'llalwaysloveyou. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Youdon'thavetoconsoleme.Itwas



selfishofmetoreactthatway. 

Kamo:Youstillloveme. 

Me:I'llalwaysloveyoubutit'sbeen6yearsand

I'mtheonewhokeptpushingyoutomoveon.I

shouldbehappy.Youwithmycousinnow. 

Kamo:Thefeelofyousoclosetomebrings

backsomanymemories. 

IfonlyheknewIwasfeelingthesameway.He

chuckled. 

Kamo:IalwaysthoughtI'dbetheonetomake

youpregnant. 

Me:Nowweallgrownupnow.Hardtobelieve

I'vebeensingleforsolong. 

HemademeturnsoIcanfacehim,stillontop

ofhim. 

Kamo:You'llalwaysbemyfirstloveandGod

knowsithasalwaysbeenyou.

Ilookeddown,heliftedmyheadwithhisthumb



onmychin. 

Kamo:Can'tbelieveafteradaughter,youstillso

tiny 

Igiggled 

Me:I'mactuallyasize32now. 

Kamo:Mythickmammie. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:I'mnotyours. 

Kamo:Wecouldalwayselope.TakeSphe,start

oversomewhereandwe'dallbeonehappy

family. 

Me:WhataboutMotso? 

Kamo:Whatabouther? 

Me:Thoughtyoulovedher. 

Kamo:NotasmuchasIloveyou. 

HebroughthisfaceclosertomineandIcould

feelhisbreathing.Ibitmylipthenclosedmy



eyesandourlipstouched...Justtouched. 

Kamo:Itfeelssoright. 

Hebitmylowerlip.Ibreathedout. 

Me:Butit'ssowrong. 

Igotupfromhim.Icouldn'tdothistoMotso,

theyweresohappy.Ijustneededtogetmy

feelingsincheck. 

Healsogotupandstoodinfrontofme 

Kamo:StillrememberthetimeIgotyouhere? 

Me:Iremembereverythingaboutus.Thebitter

sweetmemories. 

Kamo:ButIcanbetthegoodoutweighsthe

bad. 

Me:Debatable.ButIfoundoutthatinsideallthe

arrogance,there'sagoodheartinthereand

Motsoisblessedtohaveyou. 

Kamo:Shewantsababy. 

Me:Youbothworking.Don'tseeanything



wrongwiththat. 

Kamo:IalsodobutIcan'thavemybabyborn

outofwedlock. 

ThatHithomebutIlovedmydaughter.Tothink

ofhowdevotedIhadbeentoGodthenhavea

childoutofwedlock,itmademeseem

rebelliousbuthismerciesendurethforever. 

Me:Ihearyou. 

Kamo:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat. 

Ismiled. 

Me:It'sokay,I'llhelpyou. 

Kamo:Youwill? 

Me:Yeah.I'lltakeheroutthenwe'lltalk.Touch

onthistopicthengetbacktoyou. 

Kamo:Aslongasshedoesn'tsuspect

anything. 

Me:Don'tworry,shewon't. 

Kamo:Youthebest. 



Hehuggedme,liftingmeupthenspunme

aroundbeforeputtingmedownandIgiggled. 

Me:Okay,youcanputmedownnow. 

Hedid. 

Kamo:Thankyou. 

Hekissedmyforehead.Westaredateachother

forawhile,withoureyeslocked. 

Idon'tknowbutIfeltallofthosefeelings

comingbackandtheloveweshared. 

Ilookeddown,breakingthegaze. 

Me:Weshouldgo. 

Kamo:Fuckthis. 

Hepickedmeupinthespeedoflightand

pinnedmeagainstthewallwithhisonehand

holdingmyhandsabovemyheadandsmashed

hislipsonmine,Iwantedtopushhimawayand

notreplybutIjustcouldn't. 

Thefeelofhislipsonminewasamazingandas



hedeepenedthekiss,Ifelthistonguetwirlwith

mytongueasheranhishandsallovermy

body. 

Whenwebrokeit,webothtriedtocatchour

breathes. 

Me:I..Weshouldgo. 

Kamo:Come

AnditwasawkwardfromthenbutIdidn'tregret

it,aswrongasitwas. 

MydaughterwasasleepwhenIgotback,itwas

prettylate. 

Itookherandwenttobuckleherupinmycar,

whilesleeping. 

Thando:Youshouldjustleaveherherethen

comegethertomorrow.Actually,whyareyou

evengoingnow? 

Me:I'mgoingtosleepinmyroom,atmy

parent'shouse. 



Thando:Haveityourway. 

Afewdayslater,Itoldmyselfnottothinkabout

thistoomuch.Ifeltbad,guiltwaseatingmeup

andmysubconsciousremindedthatitwasjust

akissbutwithKamoandI,itcanneverbejusta

kiss. 

Anyway,itwasthesecondweekofJulywhenI

metupwithMotsowhowasvisitingme

ekhaya. 

IwasgoingbacktoMafikengnextweek.Ijust

feltthatmostofmylifeisthereandit'swhereI

wantedtobe. 

Me:Anythingtodrink,juicemilkcoffee? 

Motso:YouhaveRooibostea? 

Me:WithLemon? 

Motso:Youknowmetoowell. 

Imadetwocupsforus.Dadwasatworkand

Kitsowasoutwiththekids. 



Igaveherhers. 

Motso:Thankyou 

Me:DidItellyouNtandoisgettingmarried? 

Motso:Youkidding!

Shesaidwithastonishment,Ilaughed. 

Me:Itellyou.I'mthemaidofhonor 

Isaidproudly. 

Motso:Heshouldmakemeabridemaid. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Hedoesn'tknowyouthatway. 

Motso:Ohshutup. 

Welaughed. 

Me:YouknowZaineproposedontopoftable

mountainwhilelookingdownontheviewof

CapeTown. 

Ishowedherthepicturesshegasped. 

Motso:Sonice. 



Me:Iknow.Iwonderhowmyspecialsomeone

willpropose. 

Motso:Mybrotherisnotaromantic. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Iknow. 

Motso:WellI'dlikeawholerestaurantbooked,

acandlelightdinnerandasItrytotakea

munchofthedessert,IfindtheringjustasI'm

abouttochew. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Youonlyseethatinthemovies. 

Motso:AndIalwaysloveit.Ormaybeasurprise,

likewesittingInarestaurant,havingourlunch

thensuddenlyhegoesdownononekneeand

suddenlyeverythingishappeninginslow

motion.. 

Ichuckledandthrewacushionather. 

Me:Yousuchasnob. 



Motso:Wait,whatwouldyoulike? 

Ithoughtforawhile. 

Me:I'veneverbeenafanofacrowdsoIdon't

wantapublicengagement.Justsomething

simplelikewakingupwiththeringonmyfinger

likeonthatmovie,Diaryofamadblackwoman.

Ormaybe,acandlelightdinnerathomewith

rosesalloverthehouse,softmusicplayingand

justasthedinnerends,hegetsdownonwine

kneeandpopsthequestion. 

Motso:Ncooa. 

Welaughed. 

Motso:Let'swatchthatmovieyoujusttalked

about. 

Me:Thoughtyouknewit. 

Motso:Ineedsomethingtomakemecry. 

Ilaughed.Iwentontoboxofficeandwerented

amovie. 



Weactuallyendedupcryingwhilehavingice-

creamsitwascrazy. 

IjustknewthenthatMotsowasperfectfor

KamoandIwasn'tabouttoruinthat. 

OctobercameandIwasonmywaytoDurban

withRomeoandSphe. 

Bandilehadfinallyturned4inAugustandthey

hadhispartyatsteers.Dadwascomplaining

aboutthegiftIboughthimbutIdidn'tseethe

bigdeal.ItwasanXbox. 

Anyway,itwasactuallyonThursdayandthe

weddingwasonSaturday. 

Ican'tbelieveZainehadtopaylobola.Ntando

comesfromaverytraditionalfamilywhileZaine

isjust..White. 

I'mreallynottryingtoberacistatthat,just

statingfacts. 

WefinallylandedatDurbanandNtandocame

topickusup 



Romeowasjustfascinatedbythewholeplace

andAllhedidwastakepicturesaswedroveto

Ntando'shome. 

Ntando:Ican'tbelieveyouhere. 

Me:Youtalklikeitsmyfirsttimehere. 

Ntando:Argh,youknowwhatImean. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Ofcourseboo. 

Ntando:Didn'tknowyoubringingthekids. 

Me:ThandoiscomingtomorrowwithNjabulo

andMotsotoo.OfcourseIcan'tleavemykids

behind. 

Ntando:Momwilltakecareofthemwhilewe

exploretheplace. 

Ismiled. 

Me:Ican'twait. 

.
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Thandodidcomeandhewastheonetolook

afterthekidswhileIwenttoNtando'sbachelor

party.Heisamanafterall,eventhoughhe'sthe

bride,ifitmakessense. 

Ntando:Iwonderwhatthosebitchesgot

planned. 

Me:Youtellingmeyoudon'tknowathing? 

Ntando:Theysaiditsasurprise. 

Me:OhmygodNtando! 

Helaughed. 

Ntando:Itwastheiridea. 

He'stalkingabouthisfriendsaroundDurban.

It'sFridaynightandwespentmostoftheday

sightseeing. 

Now,itwasfinallytimetoletgoandgetdown.

Soonenough,theminibusweweregonnatravel



withwashereandthatalonemadethings

easier. 

Itmeantnodrunkdriving. 

Ntando:SoKhen,thisisZinzi,Annaand

Camilla. 

Me:Lovelymeetingyougirls. 

Zinzi:YoubeautifulKhen. 

Me:Thankyou.So,it'sjustthefourofus? 

Anna:There'sthreeothers.Guys. 

Me:Ithoughtitwasonlygirls. 

Ntando:They'remyfriendsaswell.Andit'smy

night. 

Me:Ofcourse. 

Zinzi:Champagne? 

Ntando:Yes! 

Well,thebottlepoppedandweallhadour

glassesInourhands. 



Theguyswerepickedupandcontrarytomy

thoughts,theywerestraight. 

Zinzi:AndKhen,that'sThabiso,ZuluandSiya 

Me:Lovelymeetingyou,I'mKhensani. 

Zulu:She'scute. 

Siya:Lookssoyoung. 

Ntando:Okayboys,Khenisofflimits. 

Thabiso:Anditseemsshe'ssoclosetoyour

heart. 

Ntando:Herboyfriendwillhavey'allfor

breakfast. 

Zulu:Idon'tseeherboyfriendhereso

Hesaid,lookingaround.Ijustchuckled. 

Me:I'mstillhereyouknow. 

Zinzi:Andthey'venevernoticedanyofus.

Thabiso,where'syourfiancee? 

Thabiso:UyaboraYoh 



Ilaughed. 

Anna:AndZuluhasababymama. 

See,AnnaiswhitewhileZinziisblackand

Camillaiscolored.Theyallhaveslimbodies. 

Thabisoisdarkincomplexionandtall,Zuluis

caramelwithabuffbodyandSiyaisalsodark,

justalittlechubby. 

Siya:AndI'mallsingle. 

Me:Arewethereyet? 

Camilla:Waytogogirl,waytogo. 

Theylaughed.Wellwearrivedattheclub,Iwas

layinglowonthealcohol. 

Ididn'twanttogetdrunk,justalittletipsy.We

wereattheVIPareaandthenightwasstarted

withshooters. 

Zulu:Now,wecanfinallygetthispartystarted. 

Us:Yes! 

Itwasagoodnightandpeoplereallygotdrunk.



IhadnotplanneditbutIalsogotalittledrunk. 

Wewerenowdancingtothemusicthatwas

playing. 

Itwasnothinghecticandwhenwegotback

home,ourkneeswereadrag.Atleastthere

werenostrippers.Butoverall,itwasallfun. 

Thedifficultpartwasgettingupthefollowing

day. 

Ntandowasdrunkonhisownweddingday.The

wholepartwasactuallyfunnyforme. 

Thando:Whatawedding. 

Me:Ineverthoughtyou'devercometowitness

twomengettingmarried. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:I'mnothomophobic. 

Me:Nowit'sbackhome,backtoreality. 

Wewereinhiscar.Thekidsweresleepingin

thebackandhewastheonedriving.Wewere



goingbackhomeonSunday,theweddingwas

onSaturdayandeverythingkindahappenedand

endedonthatday.Myfriendwasofficially

marriedandIwashappyforhimshame. 

Me:Whydowehavetodrivebackthough? 

Thando:HaiI'mtiredofflying. 

Me:Isee. 

Thando:So,whathappenedatSphe'sparty? 

Me:Shehadfun,washappy. 

Thando:Youdisappeared. 

Me:AmIunderinvestigationorsomething? 

Thando:It'sjustaquestion. 

Me:MaybeI'madumbonecauseIdidn'tquite

catchaquestionmark. 

Hechuckled. 

Thando:I'llkeeptomybusinessthen. 

Me:Goodchoice. 



Thando:Whyareyousostubborn? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Youjustkeeponpressingmywrong

buttons. 

Thando:Soyou'dratherIpresstherightones? 

Me:Yousmart. 

Thando:Ilikethesoundofthat. 

Me:Iwonderwhatyouthinking. 

Thando:Youdodon'tyou? 

Me:Ohplease. 

Hechuckled.Ispenttherestoftheyear

probablyjustchillingathome. 

I'dtraveltomyfatherwhenI'mboredbutI

preferredbeinginMafikengbecauseitwas

morepeacefulandit'swhereIfoundmyself. 

Beingawayfromhomeallowsonetogrow

outsidetheircomfortzoneandeverytimeIwas

away,itwaslikebeingawayfrommycomfort



zone. 

Iactuallyspentmostofmytimewithmy

daughter.We'dgoouttogether,gotochurch,

shoppingorjustplayaroundthehouse.Thando

wouldalsoVisit,spendsometimewithus. 

SheiseverythingtomeandIwasgladIhad

her. 

ItwasoneofthosedayswhenIwasplaying

withSphe. 

ItwasDecemberandIhaddecidedtojust

spendmostofithereandonlygotherefor

Christmas. 

Homethatisandit'swhenmyphonerang.

Sphehadbeenplayingwithitsoshegaveitto

me.Actually,wewereplayingsomegameon

myphone. 

Me:Hello. 

Motso:Ohmygosh!Ican'tbelievethisKhen! 

ShewasallscreamingandIcouldhearthe



excitementinhervoice. 

Me:OhI'mgoodthanksMotsoandyourself? 

Shechuckled. 

Motso:I'msorry,it'sjust..I'msoexcited!

Me:Youwonthelottery? 

Motso:Heproposed! 

Me:What?Who? 

Okay,Thelastquestionwasprettystupid.Iwas

just..Shocked.Ihadactuallyforgottenabout

thisorevenusspeakingaboutit. 

Motso:Kamogelosilly! 

Me:That'samazing. 

Motso:Iknowit'sjust..Ican'tbelieveI'm

gettingmarried. 

Me:I'mhappyforyou. 

Iwasreally. 

Motso:Thankyou.Yougonnacomeright? 



Me:Youalreadysetthedate? 

Motso:It'sgoingtobeanautumnwedding,

probablyinMarch. 

Me:Soyougettingmarriedinthreemonths? 

Motso:Thesooner,Thebetterthenwecanget

startedonthebabymakingpart. 

Me:Don'tyouthinkyoumovingabit..Fast?

Motso:Pleasedon'truinthisforme.We

supposetobehappy. 

Me:OfcourseI'mhappy,itwasjustanhonest

question. 

Motso:ThanksforcaringbutIwantthis.We've

beentogetherforthreeyearsandI'mnot

gettinganyyounger. 

Me:Umm..Ofcourse.It'sjust..Marriageisabig

step. 

Motso:AndI'mreadyforit. 

Me:That'sAllIwantedtohear. 



Motso:So,willyoubemymaidofhonor?

Me:Me? 

Motso:I'mmostclosetoyouandIthinkyou

knowmebetterthananyoneIcanthinkof. 

Me:I'llbehonored.

Again,maidofhonor.Idon'tknow,itwasjust

notgoingtobethateasy.ImeanIknowthem

bothpersonallybutagain,Ididn'twantto

disappointher. 

ShewassohappywhenIagreed.Ididn'tthink

Kamowasgoingtotakesolongtopropose

though. 

Iwashappyforhershame. 

Motso:Thankyousomuch. 

Me:It'smypleasure. 

Ihungup,afterwechattedforawhileofcourse.

ShewasveryexcitedbutIdothinkthingswere

movingabittoofastbutwhoamItoargue. 



Me:Youwantsomecake? 

Sphe:Yesmama. 

Me:Let'sgogirl. 

Itookherinmyarmsandwewentbackinside

thehouse.Iguessmylifewasabitboring. 

IwenthomeonChristmasEve,morelikedrove

therebutwhatThandodoesn'tknowwon'tkill

him.Itwasgoodandasusual,Iwenttomy

mother'shomeonNewYearswithmybaby. 

Itwasjustaspackedlikeitusuallyis. 

Me:Youguysaresuchabigfamily. 

Kholiswa:Thoughtyouusedtothatbynow. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:IdoubtIcanevergetusedtothat. 

Kholiswa:SoKgomotsoisgettingmarried. 

Me:Yepandsheaskedmetobehermaidof

honor. 



Kholiswa:That'sgreatKhen. 

Me:That'swhyIsaidyes. 

Kholiswa:Yourtimewillcome. 

Me:Oh,I'mnotinahurry. 

Kholiswa:That'sgood,marriageisabigstep

andyoumustbereadytogiveup"I"for"we"

and"me"for"us"

Me:Kitsogotmarriedinherlatetwenties. 

Kholiswa:Soyourealizethere'snorush? 

Me:Ofcourse. 

Kholiswa:LobolaisonSaturday. 

Me:Woah..What? 

Kholiswa:Thingsarehappeningprettyfast,I

thinkshe'spregnant. 

Me:Isthatpossible? 

Kholiswa:I'veseenithappenbefore. 

Me:Interesting.Mother,I'llseeyou.Ican'tstay



lockedupinyourroomforever. 

Kholiswa:Okay,I'llseeyouwhenIgetout. 

Me:Whyyouinhereagain? 

Kholiswa:Idon'twannagetmyhandsdirty. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Yousolazy. 

Iwentout,bumpingintoKamoatthedoor. 

Me:Youheretoo? 

Kamo:We'llbefamilysoon.Yougonnaseeme

inmoreoftheseevents. 

Me:Mm,nice. 

Kamo:That'sall? 

Me:AmIsupposetosaymore? 

Kamo:Soyoucoolwithit? 

Me:I'mactuallyhappy.Congratulations. 

Kamo:Thankyou. 



Me:Sohowdidyoupropose? 

Kamo:Candlelitdinner. 

Tumisho:Khen?Wow. 

Ismiled,hewasgettingthroughthedoor. 

Me:Wow,it'sbeenawhile. 

Wehugged,hegavemeasqueezethenbroke

it. 

Tumisho:Ithas.Howhaveyoubeen? 

Me:Good.You? 

Tumisho:I'mgood.Youlookbeautiful. 

Me:Thankyou.Oh,soyourlittlesisterisgetting

married? 

Tumisho:Yeah,tothatdouchebag. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:It'sinteresting,youandyourbrotherare

singleandyourlittlesisterjustbeaty'alltoit. 

Tumisho:Angithiyoudon'twanteitherofus,



senzenike? 

Hesaid,shrugginghisshoulders.Ilaughed. 

Me:Youfunny. 

Tumisho:I'mactuallyserious. 

Withthatsaid,heleft.Leavingmewithsucha

bomb. 

Kamo:Ithinkhelikesyou. 

Me:Hecan't. 

Kamo:Wecanstillelope. 

Me:Yousomeone'sfiance. 

Hechuckled. 

Kamo:JustasuggestionKhen. 

Me:SoLobolaSaturday.. 

Kamo:Youcoming? 

Me:Wouldn'tmissitfortheworld. 

Kamo:Great.



.
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Jeremiah29:11ForIknowthethoughtsthatI

thinktowardyou,saiththeLORD,thoughtsof

peace,andnotofevil,togiveyouanexpected

end.

ThishasbeenthestarttomydayeversinceI

acceptedChristasmyLordandsaviour.This

versealwaysremindsmeofhowgreatlyGod's

loveisformeandhowmuchhevaluesmylife. 

Attimes,youmightbewonderingifGodhears

you,ifheseesyouandifhe'sthereforyoubut

hasitevercrossedyourmindthatit'shisplan

prevailing? 

Romans8:28Andweknowthatallthingswork

togetherforgoodtothemthatloveGod,to

themwhoarethecalledaccordingtohis

purpose.

Thatversealsoremindsusthateverything



that'shappeninginourlivesisforthegoodof

uswholoveGod.Itmeansthebadhappeningin

ourlivesisonlytemporaryandit'stostrengthen

us,notpushusdown. 

John16:33Ihavetoldyouallthissothatyou

mayhavepeaceinme.Hereonearthyouwill

havemanytrialsandsorrows.Buttakeheart,

becauseIhaveovercometheworld.”

Whyshouldweworry?Godhasovercomethe

world!Thedevilisunderourfeetand

conquered.

Jesusknewbeforewewereevenconceived

thatwewouldfacetrialsandtribulations. 

ThiswashowIhadtoldmyselftofaceeachday.

InremembranceofwhatGodhasdoneforme.

Helovedmesomuchthathegavehisonly

begottensonforme. 

That'sthegreatestloveofthemall! 

Soinallsituations,praiseGod,givehimthe



glory,hedeservesit. 

2Corinthians12:10That’swhyItakepleasure

inmyweaknesses,andintheinsults,hardships,

persecutions,andtroublesthatIsufferfor

Christ.ForwhenIamweak,thenIamstrong.

Ineverythingthatyougoingthroughrejoice

praisehim.He'sworthy! 

So,Theweddingwascomingsoon.Imean,

LobolaandofcourseIwaslookingforwardto

thefreefoodandeverything.Kidding! 

Iwasjustlookingforwardtoeverything. 

Kitso:Can'tbelieveKamoisgettingmarried. 

Wewerehavingbreakfastinthediningroom.It

washer,dad,BandileandSphe. 

Dad:He'sgrownuptobeagoodyoungman.. 

Me:Youmeannotthesameguyyoumessedup

thattime? 

Dad:Ofcourse.He's..Responsibleand



respectful. 

Me:Heis. 

Kitso:Howdoyoufeelaboutallthis? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders. 

Me:Idon'tknow.Apartofmefeelseverything

ishappeningsofastbutagain,it'sreallynotany

ofmybusiness. 

Dad:Idoagreewithyouthere.Ijustdon't

understandtherushbecausethey'reboth

young. 

Me:MomthinksMotsoispregnantbutshetold

methebabymakingisonlystartingafterthe

wedding. 

Kitso:Maybetheyjustloveeachotheranddon't

seethepointofwaiting. 

Me:Thatcanalsobetrue. 

Dad:I'mveryproudofyouNono,fornotrushing

togetmarriedandfocusingonyourstudies. 



Me:Iwannamakeanameformyself,be

independentthenIcanthinkaboutsettling

down. 

Kitso:YourdadandIareproudoftheyoung

womanyouhavebecome. 

Me:Thankyouguys.NowIgottabath,Iwanna

buyanoutfitforSaturday. 

Dad:Women.Alwaysbuyingclothesevenwhen

it'snotnecessary. 

Us:Hey! 

Welaughed.Itookmydaughterthenwewent

tomyroomwherewetookabathtogether,with

herplayingwithmybreasts.Somehow,she

foundthemamusingandIjustlether.She'd

eventrytosuckonem,Ijustlaughed. 

WegotoutthenIdriedherfirstthenmyself.I

wrappedatowelaroundmybodythenlotioned

herbeforegettingherdressedinapinkMinnie

mousedresswithblackleggingsandsneakers.



ShehadabigAfro,soIcombeditthenputa

headbandonherhead. 

Isatherontopofthebedwithmyphonethen

lotioned. 

Iworeablackdenimskirt,abovethekneeswith

apinkT-shirttuckedinandVansoldSkool.I

waseventhinkingofdoingmyhairwhichI

combedbackthenworeablackleathergolfcap

ontop. 

Igaveherherlittleslingbagandtookmine.I

putonpinklipstickandsomeparfumethenwe

lefttakingmyphoneandcarkeys. 

Me:Weout. 

Dad:Pleasebesafe.I'dhateforanythingto

happentoyoutwo. 

Me:We'llbesafedad. 

IkissedhischeekAndweleft. 

IbuckledSpheinthebackseatthenwenttomy

seat,startedthecaranddroveoff. 



Wearrivedatthemall,andImadesuretolock

mycarandwewentoff. 

Westartedoffatthesalonfirst. 

Me:Wannadoyourhair? 

Sphe:Yes. 

Ilaughed.Theydidastraightuponherandon

mewasa20inchMongolianloosecurlsombre

colour 

Itookpicturesofus,postedthemonfacebook. 

Sphe:Beautifulmama. 

Me:Beautifulbaby. 

Wewenttowimpyforsomelunch.Themall

waspackedsinceitsthefirstweekofJanuary. 

Parentsbuyinguniformsfortheirkidsand

stationery,somebuyinggroceriesandallthat

stuff.

Anyway,wehadsomeburgers. 

"Bonga"



Ilookedup.

Me:Thuli?Wow. 

Igotupandwehugged. 

Me:Howareyou?It'sbeenalongtime. 

Thuli:I'mgood,youlookbeautifulandthe

hairstyleisamazing. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Thankyou,pleasesitdown,joinus. 

Thuli:Youdon'tmind?

Me:Ofcoursenot.Thisismydaughter,Sphe. 

Thuli:She'sbeautiful. 

Shesatdownandjoinedus. 

Me:So,wherehaveyoubeen? 

Thuli:IwasactuallystudyingatUP,andI

graduatedlastyear.

Me:Youlookamazing. 

Shedid,shewasglowingandwell,itseemed



lifewastreatinghergood. 

Thuli:Andit'sallthankstoyou.Eversincethe

covenantwasbroken,Isawanimmersechange

inmylife.Thingshavebeengoingverywell.I

evenhaveajobatmydad'scompany,I'm

startingnextweek. 

Me:Congratulations andplease,thankGod.I

wasjustamerevessel.

Thuli:ThenIthankGodforhavingbroughtyou

inmylifeandIheardK-moreisgettingmarried. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Ithoughtthatnamewaslongforgotten. 

Shechuckled. 

Thuli:He'salwaysbeK-more,evenwhenhe's

oldandGrey. 

Me:Ofcourse.I'mactuallythemaidofhonor. 

Thuli:Imustadmit,Ialwaysthoughtyou'dbe

theonetogetmarriedtohim. 



Me:ItseemsGodhadotherplans. 

Sheorderedtooandweate,whilehavingalight

chat.Itwasmorelikeacatchingupchat. 

ShetoldmeaboutherlifeandsodidI. 

Thuli:I'veseenyourpicturesonfacebook

though. 

Me:Butreally,webrokeup. 

Thuli:SoNobuhledidthat? 

Me:Yep.Andtheirsonislikethreenow.His

birthdaywasonthe1st. 

Thuli:Howcanyoubesostrong? 

Me:I'vecriedsomanytimesinmylifeThuli.I've

crieduntilIfeltmyvoicegetfaintandcriedlike

mylifedependedonit.I'mnotstrongbutI

foundstrengthinChrist 

Thuli:CanIhaveyournumber?Iknowit'sbeen

alongtimebutI'dreallyloveforustotalk

again. 



Me:Ofcourse. 

ShegavemeherphoneandIpunchedinmy

numbers. 

Thuli:I'llcallyou.Igottagonow. 

Me:Bye. 

Thuli:I'vepaidalready. 

Me:Haibo,when? 

Thuli:Youwereatthetoilet,whenSphewanted

topee. 

Me:Youdidn'thaveto. 

Shesmiled. 

Thuli:Iwantedto. 

Anyway,wetookourbagsthenwealsowentto

ourseparatedirections. 

IfirstlyboughtatraditionalTswanajumpsuit

whichwasBlue,blackandwhitejeremane.It

hadacroppedjacketthingandadoek. 



IboughtamatchingdressforSpheandWhite

supergasneakerstomatchwith. 

Ialsoboughtsomeearringsthenthatwasit. 

WewenttoPinknPaywhereIboughthersome

snacks. 

Sphe:Mama. 

Me:Yeslove? 

Sphe:There'sdaddy. 

Wewerestillinpicknpay. 

Me:Where? 

Ilookedbehindmeandshewasright.Hewas

withsomewhitelady,Icouldn'tseeherproperly

butjustsawthehair.Theywereabitfar,Sphe

mustreallyknowherfather. 

Sphe:Iwantdaddy. 

Itookheroffthetrolleyandwatchedherranto

herfatherwhopickedherupandtheywalkedto

me. 



Thando:Hey. 

Me:Hi. 

Thando:ThisisMellisaandthat'sKhen.

Mellisa:Lovelymeetingyou.Ilovethehairstyle. 

Me:Umm,thanks.That'smydaughter,Sphe. 

Mellisa:Oh,Iknowher. 

Me:Youdo? 

Mellisa:I'veseenherpicturesonhisphoneand

healwaysbragsabouther. 

Me:Ohokay.Goodmeetingyoubutwegoing

now. 

Thando:Ithoughtwecanallgotogether. 

Me:Ohno,IcamewithmycarsoI'mgood. 

Thando:CanIatleastLeavewithmydaughter? 

Me:Haibo,youknowwherewestaysoifyou

wanther,youcancomegetherthere. 

ItookSphethenweleft.Goodthingshedidn't



hesitatetocometome. 

Ijustwenttogetourparcels,notevenbuying

whatwehadputonthetrolleythenIbuckled

herupinmycarandwenttomyseatthendrove

off. 

Igotin,shewassleepingalreadythencarefully

pickedherupthenwentinsidewithherinmy

handsandwenttoputherinmyroom. 

Me:Goodevening 

Dad:Nowyouseeus. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Ididn'twanttowakeherup. 

IwentoutsidetofindThandoparkedbehindmy

car. 

Me:Haibo. 

Thando:Whydidyoudothat? 

Me:Dowhat? 

Wewerestandingnexttohiscar. 



Thando:Disrespectmelikethat. 

Me:I'msorrythen 

Hesighed.Ireallydidn'twanttoargue. 

Thando:CanIhavehertomorrow? 

Me:Ofcourse,aslongasshe'llbewithme

Thursdaynightbecausewegoingtoyour

mom'shouseonFridayforilobola.Ipromised

tohelpout. 

Thando:I'lltakeherthereonFriday. 

Me:Okay. 

ItwasTuesday. 

Theweekwenton,Thandodidcometotakeher

daughteronWednesdayandIlethimas

agreed. 

ThulicalledmeonThursdayandIgaveherthe

directionstotheLerato'shouse.Shewantedto

comehelpout,eventhoughtheydidn'tknow

herthatwell. 



Anyway,IhadjusttakenabathonFridaythen

driedandlotioned.IworeanavyblueMaxi

dresswithwhitesandalsandadoekonmy

headsinceIwasn'tgoingthereforteaand

biscuits. 

Ipackedanovernightbag,whichconsistedof

Sphe'sclothesfortomorrowandshoesof

course. 

IhadalreadyeatenbreakfastsoIbideveryone

farewellthenleft. 

Lerato:Youcame? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Idid.WhereshouldIputmybag? 

Lerato:InSphe'sroomfornow,I'llfixyouthe

guestroom. 

Me:Okay. 

IwenttoputitdownthenhelpedwhereIcould.

Wewerebakingsconeswhiletalkingwithsome

ofthewomenthere.Iwasactuallythe



youngest. 

Tumisho:I'vecometosaveyou. 

Hewhisperedinmyear.Ichuckled. 

Tumisho:Sphewantshermother. 

T'saunt:She'sSphe'smother? 

Lerato:Ohyeah.KeWaKholiswa 

T'saunt:Shelooksyoung. 

Lerato:Sheis. 

IchuckledandleftwithTumisho.Thandohadn't

comewithmydaughteryetAndImissedher. 

Tumisho:Can'twaittotastethosescones,

especiallysinceyoumadethem. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Iwasactuallyhelping. 

Wesatdownintheverendaoutside. 

Tumisho:Whyyouhidingyourhairstylewith

thatdoek? 



Me:Ididn'twantanythingmakingcontactwith

myhair.Besides,thehairstyleisfortomorrow. 

Tumisho:It'sjustlobola,nothinghectic. 

Me:Imightfindmyfuturehusbandthere. 

Tumisho:ChesaKhensani! 

Welaughed.Ispentthedaywithhimuntil

ThandocameandjoinedusnoThuli,who

couldn'tstopflirtingwithTumishoandI'djust

laugh.Wehelpedfeedpeoplewhohadcome

thereandwealsoate. 

Theyhadslaughteredacow.You'deventhink

it'stherealwedding.

AtextbeepedonmyphoneandIopenedit. 

"Ishesingle?"

ItwasfromThuli.Ialmostlaughedoutloud. 

"Yep"

Irepliedandshesmiled.Wewerehavingsome

drinks.IwasonwinenoThuliandtheguys



wereonbeer. 

Me:Where'sMotso? 

Ihadn'tseenhereversinceIgothere. 

Thando:She'sanervouswreck.She'satmy

house. 

Thuli:Ican'tbelieveyourbestfriendismarrying

yourex. 

Shewasalreadytipsy. 

Me:Itiswhatitis. 

Tumisho:SinceyoufriendswithKhen,willitbe

aproblemifImarryyou? 

SheblushedandIchuckled. 

Thuli:WellI..Umm

Me:Right. 

AnothertextcamethroughmyphoneandI

openedit. 

"I'mthreehousesaway"



ItwasfromKamo.Ilookedatthispeoplethen

backatthetext. 

Me:I..Igottago,I'llbeback. 

Thando:It'slate.Willyoubeokay? 

Me:Yes,lookafterSpheforme. 

Thuli:Don'tworryfriend,Igotyou. 

Ilaughed.Thandowaslookingatme

suspiciously.Ijustshruggedmyshouldersthen

gotupandleft.Ireallydon'tknowwhatKamo

wasplayingat. 

Hewasparkedlikehesaidandgoodthingno

onefollowedme. 

Me:Hi. 

Kamo:Getin. 

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin. 

Me:HowdidyouknowI'mhere? 

Kamo:Iknowyou. 



That'sallthathesaidthendroveoff.Heparked

outsidehisroomathishome. 

Me:What'sgoingon? 

HeopenedthedoorthenIgotinandhe

followedmeandclosedthedoorbehindhim. 

Me:Kamogelo? 

Heswitchedonthelights. 

Kamo:Ijust..Imissyou. 

Me:KamogeloI-

Hesmashedhislipsonmine,shuttingmeup

withakiss. 

IwishI'dsayIdidn'treplybutIdid,allowing

myselftoenjoyitandjustlostmyselfinthe

movementofhislipswithmineandhe

deepenedit,lettingourtonguesdancetogether

inharmony. 
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Kamo:Sheliedtome. 

Me:What? 

Kamo:SheplayedmeKhensani. 

Me:Idon'tunderstand. 

Kamo:YourbabydaddyAndmy*chuckles*

fianceeconspiredtokeepusapart. 

Ilaughed.Ijustthoughtthiswasajokeor

somethingbuthewasserious.Ilookedupat

him. 

Me:No.

Kamo:Allthistime,I'vebeenspendingtime

withher,makinghermypriorityonlytofindout

Iwassomepawnintheirsillygame. 

Me:Motsowouldneverdothat..Okay,Thando

yesbutMotso..Idon'tknow 

Kamo:That'sexactlywhatIthought.Ishould

havelistenedtoThuto 

Me:Idon'tknow..Itjustdoesn'tmakeany



sense. 

Kamo:They'resiblingsandKgomotsowilldo

anythingforherbrother. 

Me:That'swhyshealwaystalkedaboutyouin

everyconversation,youthinkshewantedtosee

myreaction? 

Kamo:Probablywantedtoseehowfarthey're

planwasgoing. 

Me:I'mactuallynotsurprised.Thandonever

trustedmeanyway. 

Kamo:Ijustfeellikeafool. 

Me:Youjustgotplayed! 

Ilaughed,hestartedticklingme. 

Me:Okayokay,I'msorry. 

Kamo:SayI'mthebest. 

Me:No

HecontinuedticklingmeandIwasrunningout

ofbreath 



Me:Okay,youthebest. 

Iwhispered,hetickledmeagain. 

Kamo:Louder

Me:Kamogeloisthebest! 

Kamo:Yes,that'smorelikeit. 

Me:Ishouldgo. 

That'sactuallywhenrealityhitin.Thismanwas

gettingmarriedtoday.Lobolaismarriageinthe

blacksocietyandIactuallyrealizedwhatI've

done. 

Kamo:Youcrying 

Itouchedmycheeks.Ididn'tevenrealizethat

tearswerefalling. 

Ijustwipedthem. 

Me:I'msorry. 

Kamo:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Yougettingmarriedtoday. 



Kamo:Hey,don'tfrown. 

Me:Weshouldn'thavedonethis. 

Kamo:Soyouregretit? 

Me:Shouldn'tI?Ifellintotheclawsof

temptation.OhmyGod. 

Istartedpanicking.WhathaveIdone?Iwishwe

couldhaveleftitatkissing.Idon'tknowhowI

allowedmyselftodothis.

I'vebeenallaboutGod,butnowI'VEjust

committedaverybigsin-Fornication. 

Isleptwithatakenmananditwasn'tevenone

round,thelovebitesallovermybody,ohmy

god. 

Ijustputmyheadonmybentkneesandcried.I

feltdirty,Ifeltbad.Iwasjustgoingcrazy 

HowcanIdothis? 

Kamo:Youscaringme. 

Me:They'reprobablywaitingforyou. 



Igotoffthebedandstartedgettingdressed. 

Kamo:Khensanicanyoujuststop? 

Me:Pleasegivememoneyforataxi.

Kamo:Juststopsowecantalk. 

Me:There'snothingtotalkabout.Youdon't

knowhowbadIfeel.I'llneverbeabletolook

herintheeyes. 

Kamo:Youdidn'tdoanythingwrong. 

Me:Isleptwithherman!Wehadsex! 

Kamo:WemadeloveandIdon'tregretit. 

Me:Youplannedthis,didn'tyou?That'swhyyou

sentthattextright?Soyoucansleepwithme?

YoujustlikealltheguysI'veevermet.Iguess

I'llalwaysbethisstupid.

Kamo:What?I'llneverdothattoyouKhensani.I

loveyou! 

Me:Don'tpityme

Kamo:I'mnot..Khensani 



Me:Nothingyousaywillevermakemefeel

better.So,juststop. 

Kamo:Nokubonga! 

Me:Thetaxifare. 

Istretchedoutmyhandtohim.Hebreathedout

loud.

Kamo:I'lldriveyou. 

Me:No.JustgivemethemoneysoIcanleave. 

Kamo:Pleasedon'tdothis.Youhurtingme. 

Me:Youshouldn'tworryaboutme.I'mabig

girl. 

Kamo:Youcrying.Yourtearshavealwaysbeen

myweakness. 

Me:Theydon'thavetobenow. 

Kamo:Khensani 

Me:Stopcallingmynameandgivememoney

oryouwantmetogohike?Actually,Icouldjust

gohome. 



Kamo:CanIdriveyouhomeke?Ineedtomake

sureyouokay 

Me:Sharp. 

HeworesomeshortsandT-shirtthendroveme

home.NoonesaidanythinginthecarandI

didn'twanttohearathingfromhim. 

Ijustneededsilence. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Isaid,whenthecarstoppedandjustwent

inside.MyparentswereherebutIcouldn'teven

facethem. 

Dad:Nono? 

Me:Dadplease. 

Dad:Whywereyoucrying? 

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit. 

Iwentstraighttomybedroom,strippedand

washedawaymyshame.HowwillIbeableto

evenstepintochurchyardsafterwhatI've



done? 

GodprobablyhatesmeforwhatI'vedone. 

IscrubbedmybodyuntilIfeltmyskinhurtwith

hotwaterfallingovermetogetherwithmy

tears. 

HowcouldIdothis? 

IfDadknew,Idoubthe'dwannacallmehis

daughter. 

Maybeit'sbestifIleave.IfIjustgobackto

NorthWest. 

Igotout,driedandlotioned. 

Iworetracksuitswithsneakers.Ididn'teven

feellikeeating. 

Ineededtogogetmucar. 

Iwentoutthroughthegaragedoor. 

Ihadtakensomenotes.Istoppedataxiand

gotin.Iwasalsogoingtogetmydaughter.I

wassurprisedthatdadwashere,Ithoughthe'd



beattheceremony,maybetheyweregonnago

backthere. 

Peopleweredancing,someweresinging.I

guessthenegotiationswereasuccess.Mycar

wasstillexactlywhereIparkedit. 

Iwentinsidethehouse,meetingwithLerato. 

Lerato:Good,youhere.Pleasehelpdistribute

theplates. 

Me:I..Ican't-

Lerato:Weneedmorehands,thosepeopleare

tired,they'vebeenheresincemidnight. 

Isighedandjusthelpedout.Itwasclearshe

wasnevergoingtotakenoforananswer. 

Anyway,Ifedallthepeopleoutside,evenhadto

feedThandoAndhisfriends. 

Thelookhegaveme..It'slikeheknewwhatI

haddoneAndthatalonemademefeelmore

guilty,Icouldn'tevenlookhimintheeyes. 



Ijustleft. 

Me:I'mdone. 

Lerato:Younotgonnaeat? 

Me:I'mokay.Where'smydaughter? 

Lerato:Inherroomwithyourmother. 

Inoddedandwenttotheroom.Iknockedonce

andgotin. 

Me:Weleaving. 

Kholiswa:Ohhi,KhensaniI'mgoodthanksand

you? 

Itookmybagsandcarkeys.Ihadleftmy

phoneathome. 

Kholiswa:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Nothingmother. 

Kholiswa:Really? 

Me:Yes,pleasejuststopfussing. 

ItookmybagsandjustasIopenedthedoor,



therewasMotso. 

Motso:Momtoldmeyouhere. 

Shelookedatmybags. 

Motso:Youleavingalready? 

Me:Yes,Iam. 

Kholiswa:Andshejustgothere. 

Motso:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Ijust..Ican'tdothis. 

Motso:Dowhat? 

Me:Ican'tbeyourmaidofhonor. 

Motso:Idon'tunderstand. 

Me:Youdon'thavetounderstand. 

Motso:Khensani. 

Me:Sphe,let'sgo. 

ShecameandIjustwalkedoutofthatroom.It

wasn'teasyandIwasn'tgoingtopretendthat

nothinghappened. 



IfsheknewwhatIdid,shealsowouldn'twant

metobepartofherwedding. 

Ijusthopesheforgivesmeforthis. 

Iputthebagsinthebootofmycar. 

Thando:Youleaving?

Me:Yes. 

Thando:Yousleptwithhim. 

Me:Luthando,I'mnotinthemoodforthis. 

IputSpheinthebackseatandbuckledherup. 

Thando:Howcouldyoudothistome,tous? 

Me:Youdon'twanttocauseascene. 

Thando:Ain'tyouashamedofyourself? 

Me:Iamandthankyouformakingmefeelany

morebad.That'swhyI'mleavingandyoudon't

havetoworryaboutmeruiningyoursister's

preciousweddingbecauseIwon'tbeapartof

it. 



Thando:Soyouthinkrunningawayisgoingto

help?Ididn'tknowyoucouldbesuchawhore!

HowthehelldidIfallinlovewithsomeoneso

evil? 

Ilookedathimandthetearsjustfell.Hewas

rightandIdeservedallthosewords.People

werelookingandagain,Iwasembarrassed. 

Ijustlookeddown. 

Thando:Ohplease,crymeariver. 

Ijustgotinmycaranddroveoff,withtears

blindingmyvision. 

Ijustcouldn'tstandthereandpretendlikewhat

hewassayingwasn'ttrueoreven,thatitwasn't

penetratingintomyheart. 

Ihadnooneelsetoblamebutmyself. 

Ididn'tgohome,Idroveustoahotel,passing

bythegaragetofillupmytankfirst. 

I'vebeenjudgedbefore,I'vebeenpersecuted

andscoldedbutthattimeitwasmerely



becauseofmyexistence,notaboutwhatIhad

done. 

Ijust..Iwouldn'tbeabletohandleit. 

Iwon'tbeabletolistentopeoplecrucifymeas

ifthey'veneverdonemistakes,asifthey'reof

nofaults.Asiftheyhavenoplankintheireyes

yetthey'dbesoquicktotalkaboutthestalkin

myeye. 

ShewasasleepwhenIgotatthehotelsoI

bookedaroomforusthenwenttoputher

down. 

Iorderedabottleofwineinthemeantime. 

Mywalletwasinmybag. 

Ilookedatthebottlethenatmysleeping

daughter. 

Me:Ican'tdothistoher. 

Ijustgotinbedwithher,cuddledherandwe

slept. 



Ispenttwonightsatthehotelthenwentback

homeonMonday. 

GoodthingTherewasmoreofSphe'sclothes. 

Andmyfatherwasprobablybackatwork,I

wouldn'tbeabletohandlethemanyquestions. 

Me:Wegoinghomebaby. 

Sphe:Yes! 

Ilaughed. 

IdrovehomebutfirstpassedbyMacDonalds

andgothersomeburgerandfriesthendrove

home. 

Kitso:Yourfatherwassoworriedandyouleft

yourphone. 

Me:Dadshouldstopstressingaboutme. 

Kitso:What'sgoingon? 

Me:I'llbedoingmyarticlesatsomeauditing

companyinRustenburg.I'vedecidedtoaccept

theiroffer,I'llbedoingmyhonoursparttime. 



Kitso:Youleaving? 

Me:It'sforthebest. 

Kitso:Younotgoingtowaitforyourfather? 

Me:Pleaseexplaintohim.I'llcallhimtoo. 

Kitso:Youdriving? 

Me:Ididn'tbookaflight. 

Kitso:What'stherush? 

Me:Ijust..There'snorush. 

Kitso:Whatdidyoudo?Iheardaboutyourfight

withThando..

Me:I'drathernottalkaboutit.Pleasewatchher

whileIgopack. 

Kitso:Okay. 

Iwasjusthappyshedidn'tfightmeaboutthis. 

Iwenttomyroomandpackedmyclothesand

Sphe'sclothesthenwenttoputeverythingin

thecar. 



WhenIwentoutofmyroomwiththelastbag,

dadwashere. 

Dad:Soit'strue? 

Me:Youdidn'thavetocome. 

Dad:What'sgoingonwithyouNokubonga?You

pushingeveryoneaway. 

Me:Ineedtostandonmyownandjust..Figure

thingsoutonmyown. 

Dad:Allowustobethereforyou. 

Me:Ifyouknew,youwouldhateme. 

Dad:Iwouldneverhateyou. 

Me:Sphe

ShewaseatingtheburgersIcamewith,with

Bandile.Shelookedatme. 

Me:Let'sgo. 

Kitso:Willyoubeabletohandleworkingand

her? 



Me:I'llfindheradaycareorcreche. 

Dad:Pleasedocallus. 

Me:Iwilldad. 

Wehugged.Itcouldhavebeenthelasttime.I

don'tknowifI'devercomebackhere. 

Idon'tknowifI'dbeableto. 

WhatRustenburgholdsforme,I'dfindout. 

IhadtogotoMafikengfirstsoIcanmoveout

fromthathouseandmaybefindatenanttorent

it. 

Fornow,thiswasit. 

.

.
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WearrivedsafelyinMafikeng,allbythegrace

ofGod.Iwaswaytootiredtodoanything,Sphe

wassleepingaswellsoclearly,Iwasn'ttheonly

tiredone. 



IwenttosafelyTuckherin,justnexttome

sincewe'dbesleepinginthesamebedthen

wenttolock.Ialsoswitchedthelightsoffthen

snuggledinbedwithmydaughter,pullingher

closertomesowecouldcuddle. 

Thefollowingmorning,Iwaswokenupbymy

daughterwhowasslappingmelightlywithher

tinyhands.Igiggledandopenedmyeyes. 

Me:Morningbaby. 

Iperkedherlipsandshesmiled.She'satrue

reflectionofherfather,justlightwhileweboth

caramel.Shetookmymom'scomplexion. 

Sphe:Morningmama. 

Me:Let'sgobrushourteeth. 

Sphe:Peemama. 

Me:Yes,come. 

Iworemysleepersthentookherintomyarms.

Wewenttothebathroomwhereshepeedthen

webrushedourteeththenwashedourfaces,



wellIWashedherface. 

MyphonerangfromthebedroomandIwentto

getit,asSphewenttothekitchen.

Me:Hello? 

Dad:GoodnessNono,whydidn'tyoutellmeyou

arrivedsafely? 

Me:I'msorrydad.IwastiredwhenIgothome

andwewentstraighttobed. 

Trafficwasheavy,that'soneofthereasons

whywearrivedlateplusImadeafewstops

alongtheway.Drivingaloneisnoteasy. 

Dad:But,areyouokay? 

Me:I'mfinedad,we'refine 

Dad:Pleasedon'tdesertus. 

Hesaid,withconcernaudibleinhisvoice.I

smiled,thelovehehasforme..SometimesI

thinkIdon'tdeserveit,moreespeciallybecause

ofthekindofpersonIhavebeennowadays. 



Me:Iwon'tdad. 

Dad:Whatreallyhappened? 

Me:Dadplease,Idon'twannatalkaboutthis. 

Dad:Yourmomtoldmeaboutwhatthat

Thandoguydid,embarrassingyouinfrontof

everyonelikethat. 

Me:Hedidaprettygoodjobinthat,Iknow. 

Hesighed.Ijustdidn'tevenwanttoreflectback

onthat,Ijustwantedtoforgetaboutitandjust

moveon. 

Dad:I'msorrybaby,ifIeverseehim,I'mgoing

to-

Me:Dadno,he'snotworthit. 

Dad:It'shightimeIputhiminhisplace. 

Me:YoudoknowI'mturning24right? 

Dad:So? 

Me:I'moldenoughtofightmyownbattles. 



Dad:Youstillmyonlybabygirl. 

Me:Kitsoisnotpregnantagain? 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:There'salreadySphe,IthinkI'mdone. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Youonlyhavetwokids,actuallyonesince

I'mallgrownup,maybeIshouldtalktoKitso

aboutthis. 

Hechuckled. 

Dad:Leavemywifealone.Whatwedowhenwe

aloneisnotyourbusiness. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Yesdad. 

Dad:Anyway,I'llseeyouatthewedding.Ilove

you. 

Me:Iloveyoutoo. 

Icouldn'ttelldadthatIwasn'tcomingtothe



wedding.Ican'tgothere,knowingwhatKamo

andIdidthenactlikenothingeverhappened. 

It'sbestIisolatemyselffromthesituationat

hand. 

Anyway,ImademybabyherRiceKrispieswith

warmmilkthenfriedsomebacon,eggsAnd

sausagesformyself. 

Therestoftheweek,Ispentlookingforaplace

tostayinRustenburgandalso,packingallmy

stuff. 

IhadhiredatrucktohelpmemoveandThoriso

andBonolohadalsocometohelpmemove. 

Wehadnowpackedalltheboxes.Everything

wasalldone.What'sleftwasfindingatenantto

occupythishousebutIhadplacedanAdon

Themail,OLXandgumtree. 

ItwasSaturday.Ireceivedacallonmyphone

whichIansweredwithoutcheckingthecaller

ID. 



Me:Hello? 

"Isittrue?"

Iwasperplexed,Iremovedthephonefrommy

earsoIcouldlookatthecallerIDtoseewhoit

wasandIgaspedinshock. 

MyheartstartedbeatingfastbutIwasn'tabout

tosayanythinguntilI'msurewhatshe'son

about. 

Me:Whatis? 

Motso:Don'tplaydumbwithmeKhensani,you

knowexactlywhatI'mtalkingabout! 

There,thereistheattitudethatrunsinthe

Ngcoboveins,Thesamespittingattitude

Thandohas. 

Me:Angazi.Unlessyoutalkingaboutconspiring

withThandotokeepKamoandIapart.Notthat

wewereevertogether. 

Idon'tknowwhereIgotthebraverytosaythat

butIhadtocomeupwithacoverupformy



panic. 

Motso:Howdidyou..? 

Me:Hetoldme. 

Motso:Look,itwastheplanatfirstbutIreally

loveKamo,Iendedupfallingforhim.Thando

couldn'tstandlosingyou,helovesyouand-

Me:He'stheonewhobrokeupwithme. 

Motso:Kamogelowantshislobolamoneyback,

hebrokeupwithme. 

Me:Oh

Motso:Oh?Oh?That'sallyougonnasay,oh?I

justlostmyfianceandyoujustgonnasayoh?

Me:I'msorry 

GuiltcreptinasitfinallyhitmethatIcouldbe

thecauseofthis. 

Motso:Yousleptwithhim!IhateyouKhensani,

IreallyhateyouandI'msogladmybrother

dumpedyourbitchyass.Ihopeyouhappywith



whatyouhavedone.You'veembarrassedme

andI'llmakesurethewholefamilyknowsabout

yourJezebelways! 

SheclickedhertonguethenhungupandI

collapseddown,huggedmykneesandjust

cried. 

WhywasItheonlyoneblamedforthis?What

happenedto"IttakestwotoTango"?

Again,it'sthegirl'sfault.Itwillalwaysbethe

girl'sfaultjustlikeineverythingandwith

everything. 

Thoriso:Youokay? 

HeaskedandIjustnodded,withmyheadstill

buriedinmyknees. 

Sphe:Mama? 

Ifelthertinyhandstouchme.Atthatmoment,I

knewIhadtobestrong.Ifnotforme,thenfor

her. 

Bonolobroughtmeaglassofsugarwater,



whichIgulpeddownthenIwascalm. 

Me:Thankyouguys. 

Thoriso:whateveritis,ittooshallpass. 

IhighlydoubtedbutIdidn'ttellhimthat. 

IstartedworkingonthefirstweekofFebruary.I

hadalreadyregisteredformyhonoursatNWU. 

IhadfoundanearbycrecheforSphe.Wewere

rentinganapartmentaroundtown. 

Therewasafamilyoffourwhichwasrenting

myhouseatMafikengandIusedpartofthe

moneytopayrentfortheapartment.Ithadtwo

ensuitebedrooms,akitchenandanopenplan

diningroom,loungeandlivingroom. 

ItwasWednesday,mythirddayatwork.

Ilovedworkingandthepeoplewerekindand

humble. 

Ihadafriend,Jessi,she'swhiteandoriginally

fromCapeTownbutshewasalsorentingan



apartment. 

Weclickedthemomentwemet. 

Anyway,afteralongdayatwork,Iwenttofetch

mydaughterthenwewenthome. 

Myfeetwerekillingme. 

Me:Howwascreche? 

Sphe:Good,Ilovecreche. 

Shedidn'tevencryonherfirstday.Shewas

reallysmartandIalwaysprayedthatshe

doesn'tgrowupwiththesameissuesIhad. 

Evenat23,it'sstillhardformenottopay

attentiontowhatpeoplesay. 

Ihaven'ttalkedtoMotsoeversinceshecalled

andinsultedme. 

Myphonehadbeenoffsincethen.It'sbeentwo

weeksnow. 

Justthethoughtofeveryoneknowingabout

thismademepanic. 



Howisdadgoingtolookatmenow,Kholiswa,

oh,notforgettingLerato. 

TheyprobablyallhatemeandIjustcan'tdeal

withthat. 

Afterall,theyallgonnablameme.I'mtheoneat

faulthere.Thesinglewomanwhosleptwitha

takenmanasifIforcedmyselfonhim.Society,

alwayssobiased.It'ssafetosayI'VEsleptwith

everyguyI'vedated. 

Itookoffmyshoesimmediatelywhenwegot

insidethehouseandwalkedbarefoot. 

Ican'tbelieveIhaven'tbeeninchurchever

sincetheyearstartedbutdoyoublameme? 

IfeeleveryonewillknowwhatIhavedone.

Fornication.It's..It'sashame. 

Me:Youhungry? 

Shenodded. 

Me:Youalwayshungry. 



Iworeanapronandstartedonthefood.Iwas

goingtoshoweraftercooking.

Sphe:Yourphonemom. 

Me:Youswitchediton? 

Shenodded. 

Me:Haibo,Siphesihle 

Sphe:Sorry. 

Isighed. 

Me:Goplayagame. 

Themessagescouldn'tstopcomingandIdidn't

evenwannareadanyofthem. 

Icontinuedwithcooking.Justriceanda

chickenstew.ShewaswatchingTV. 

Sphe:It'sdadmom. 

Igroaned.Shegiggled. 

Sphe:Imissyoutoodad.Iwenttocreche

today. 



...

Sphe:Yesdad...Lihle...She'sfunny*giggles*

okay

Sphe:Dadwantstospeaktoyou 

Igroanedandtookthephonefromher. 

Me:Hello

Thando:Youcan'tkeepmeawayfrommy

daughterNokubonga 

Me:I'mnotkeepingyouawayfromher. 

Thando:Youranawaywithher.Justbecause

youcouldn'thandlethemessyoumade.Now

mysisterishurtingbecauseyourexbrokeup

withherAndtookhislobolaback,justbecause

youcouldn'tkeepyourlegsclosed. 

Me:Don'tyoudare!Hebrokeupwithher

becauseshebuilttherelationshiponlies.No

wondershewantedhisbabysohecouldtrap

himwithit.Hadyounotconspiredwithher,this

wouldn'thavehappened. 



IwasjusttiredofalwayslettingLuthandobully

meandwalkalloverme.Wasn'titbadenough

thatIblamedmyselfforthis?Nowhejusthad

toaddsalttomyalreadyopenedwounds. 

Thando:IwantmydaughterKhensani.Don't

makemefileforfullcustodycauseIwon'tlose.

Youcankeeprunningaway,Idon'tcarebut

don'tmakeherapartofit. 

Me:Youdone? 

Thando:SatlontenaWena!Whodoyouthink

youtalkingto? 

Me:Idon'twannafightwithyou.I'mjustgonna

hungup. 

Thando:Nokubonga 

Hewarned,Ijusthungup.Idon'tknowwhyhe

wasfightingwithmelikethis. 

Movingherewassupposedtobeanewstart

formebutitseemedmypastwascomingback

tohauntme. 



Ithoughtthiswasgoingtobeabreakforme,a

breathoffreshairbutunfortunately,itwasn't. 

Isighedandwentbacktothepots,tryingnotto

thinkaboutwhathesaidbutIcouldn't. 

Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutit.Whatifhereally

takesmetocourt? 

Iwouldn'tbeabletosurvivewithoutmy

daughter,Ireallywouldn't. 

HowdidIgetmyselfInthismess? 

Myphonerangyetagain.Iignoreditbutit

wouldn'tstopringing. 

Ijustpickeditup. 

Me:What? 

Dad:Don'ttalktomelikethat,moreespecially

afterwhatyou'vedone. 

Me:Dad. 

Dad:Don't"dad"me,howcouldyouembarrass

melikethis?



Me:I'msorrydad. 

Dad:Whycouldn'tyoutellme,Ihadtohearit

fromyourmother.Iknewyouwererunning

awayfromsomethingbutthis..NCnc

WhatIhatedwasthefactthatnoonebothered

tohearmysideofthestory.Notthatitwould

makeanydifference,instead,mydirtylaundry

washangedforeveryonetoseeandspitat. 

Me:IknowIembarrassedyouandyou're

probablyashamedtocallmeyourdaughterbut

I'mreallysorry 

Thetearsfell.Dadhatedme.Hedidn'thaveto

sayitbutIcouldhearitinhisvoice. 

Dad:I'mnotashamed,you'llalwaysbemy

daughter.Ijustwishyoucouldhavetoldme

this. 

Me:ThatIhadsexwithsomeone'sfiance?How

dad,how? 

Dad:Weusedtotalkaboutthis.Justlikeyou



toldmewhenMphobrokeyourvirginity.

Me:Ifeeldirty,Ifeelashamed. 

Dad:YouknowKholiswacamebarginginhere,

wantingtotalktoyouaboutthisandthen

cursedme,toldmehowIhadfailedtoraiseyou

right,callingmeabadparent.Blamingmefor

yourbehavior 

Me:I'msorryyouhadtogothroughthat. 

Dad:I'mdisappointed,verydisappointed.She's

right,Ifailedtoraiseyouright.It'sallmyfault. 

Me:It'snotdad.I'mtheonewhodidthis. 

Dad:MaybeifIhadinstilleddiscipline,noneof

thiswouldhavehappened. 

Hehunguponme,leavingmewithalottothink

about. 

Icanimaginewhateveryonethinksofmenow.

Tumisho,heprobablyhatesme. 

Lerato,probablydoesn'twanttoeverseeme. 



IfItwasn'tbecauseofSphe,IIdon'tthinkI

wouldstillbealive. 

Shewastheonlythingkeepingmealiveandif

Thandowastotakeher,I'dneversurvive.I

woulddie. 

.
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Everfeltdrained?Likethelittlestrengthyouhad

inyouIsnolongerthereAndasmuchasyoutry

toholdonyoucan'tbecausesomehow,your

legsarefailingyouandyoutrytocrybutItjust

can'tcomeout? 

That'showIfelt.IreflectedonhowfarIhad

comebutstill,Ihadonlyoneproblemandthat's

lettingwhatpeoplethinkaboutmeaffectme. 

Ifeltlikemyfatherhatedme.Ididn'tevenwant

tothinkaboutKholiswawho,ofcoursewas

quicktojudgelikesheknewathingaboutme. 

OnThursday,Igotupandpreparedmyselffor



work. 

Ibathedthendressedupinablackpencilskirt

withawhiteformalshirtandblazerthenwore

sleepersandwenttowakeupSphe.Shedidn't

hesitate. 

Ibathedherthendressedherupforcrechethen

wewenttomakebreakfast.

Actually,wehadcerealforbreakfast.Ialsohad

afruitsaladontheside. 

HadIbeenworkinghereforlong,Iwouldhave

tookafewdaysoffjusttospendemwithmy

daughter.

Iwenttoputonpropershoesthenwenttomy

carwhereIstrappedherinthebackandwentto

myseat. 

Idroppedheroffatcrecheandwenttowork. 

Jessi:What'sgoingon? 

Sheaskedwhenwesatatthecafeteriafor

lunch.Iguessshehadnoticedmyfoulmood. 



Me:I'mjust..Tired. 

Jessi:Iknowwehaven'tknowneachotherfor

longbutsometimestalkinghelps. 

Me:Isleptwithmybestie'sfiancewhohappens

tobemyexandmybabydaddyhatesmeandis

threateningtotakemybabyfromme. 

Jessi:That'sall? 

Ilookedatherlike"whatthehell?".Ireally

didn'texpecthertosaythat.Shelaughed. 

Me:Youfindthisfunny? 

Jessi:Noit'sjust...Ireallythoughtyouhadreal

problems.

Me:Ido.MyfatherisdisappointedInmeand

mymomisblaminghimforwhatIdid.It'slike

I'mtheonlyonewhomadeamistakeand

everyoneisjudgingmelikeIrapedtheguyor

something. 

Shelaughed. 



Me:Youreallyfindingallofthisasajoke. 

Jessi:I'msorry,it'sjust..Wow

Me:Iknow. 

Jessi:I'vebeeninarelationshipwithamarried

manforthreeyearsandhe'sbeenpromisingto

leavehiswifeformesincethen.Thesadpartis,

she'smyfriend.AllI'msayingis,yourproblems

arenothingcomparedtomine. 

Me:Yoh. 

Jessi:Iknow.Everytimetheyfight,shecomes

tomeandIcan'teventellherI'mthecause.I

lovehimsomuchKhenandIknowwhatI'm

doingIsnotright.See,Icamehereafterfinding

outI'mpregnantwhileshethinksI'msingle. 

Me:Whyareyoustillfriends? 

Jessi:We'vebeenfriendsbeforehecameinto

thepicture.Ican'tjuststopbeingfriendswith

her. 

Me:Youknowthisexfriendofmineismybaby



daddy'ssister. 

Jessi:Ithinkweneedtogotochurch. 

Ilaughed. 

Jessi:I'mseriousthough.Weneedsome

heavenlyintervention. 

Me:Iactuallycan'trememberthelasttimeI

wenttochurch. 

Jessi:ThisSunday? 

Me:Yoh,sosoon? 

Jessi:Yes.Andthingis

Me:What? 

Jessi:It'dbemyfirsttimeinchurch. 

Ilaughedthinkingshe'sjokingbutshewas

serious. 

Me:Youserious? 

Jessi:Itellyou.Ashardasitistobelievesince

I'mtheonewhocameupwiththissuggestion



butit'strue. 

Me:Well,ifit'sanyconsolationit'dbemyfirst

timethisyear. 

Jessi:Thenit'sadate.I'llpickyouup 

Me:Whichchurch? 

Jessi:IfGodcouldleadtheIsraelitestothe

promiselandthenhecandefinitelymakeaplan

forus 

Me:Forsomeonewhodoesn'tgotochurch,you

knowalotaboutGod 

Jessi:MysisterisadevotedChristian.She's

alwayspreaching.AsmuchasIalwaysactlikeI

ain'tlistening,Ialwaysdo. 

Me:Youknow,therewasapointinmylife

whereIdidn'tbelieveinGod. 

Jessi:Oh,why? 

Me:BecauseofhowIhadbeenjudgedand

ridiculedbythesamepeoplewhocall



themselvesChristians.Iwasjustakid,growing

up.Wewereverypoor,mydadtriedtomake

endsmeetAndI'dalwaysbetoldabouthow

uglyIamandhowI'madisgracetohuman

beings.ItmademehateGod. 

Jessi:Soyoucareaboutwhatpeoplesayabout

you? 

Ishruggedmyshoulders. 

Me:Ican'thelpit 

Jessi:Anyway,yougotme.I'llhelpyou

overcomethissyndrome. 

Me:Syndrome? 

Jessi:The"whatwillpeoplesay"syndrome. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Youcrazy. 

Jessi:I'mforrealthough.Ithinkwemetfora

reason. 

Me:Ibelieveso. 



Jessi:I'vealwaysheardoppositeattractbutI

didn'tseethiscoming. 

Me:What? 

Jessi:I'mwhite,youblack.I'mtall,youshort.

I'mthin,youthick.I'mloudandyoushy.It's

amazing. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Youweird. 

Jessi:Loveyoutoobabe. 

Me:Howcomeyoupregnantandyourstomach

isflat? 

Jessi:I'monly6weekspregnant. 

Shesaid,brushingherflatstomach. 

Me:That'sgreat. 

Jessi:Iknowhey.Let'sgobeforethatviper

comesandruinstheremainderofourday 

IlaughedAndwegotupgoingbacktoour

stations. 



Ihadmyphoneswitchedofffortherestofthe

week. 

JessiwasreallyablessingInmylife.Wespent

timetogetherandshe'devencomeandI'dcook

andwe'deattogetherwithSphe. 

ShehelpedmeNottothinktoomuch.She

helpedtakemymindoffthings. 

OnSaturday,weweregoingoutforlunch,The

threeofus 

Itookabathwithmydaughterandthendried

andlotionedherandmyself. 

Iworeablackanklegrazerwithablacklace

croptopandadenimjacketontop.Idressed

SpheinadenimdungareeswithapinkT-shirt

insideandwhitesneakers. 

Wereallyneededtodoourhair.Iworepink

superstarsneakersthentookmybagwith

walletandcarkeys. 

Ihadtoswitchmyphoneon.Iwasn'tgoingto



hideforever. 

IpostedapictureIhadtookofSpheAndIthen

waitedforJessi. 

Sheletherselfin,withoutevenknocking. 

Jessi:Youguyslookbeautiful. 

Spheopenedherarmsandshetookher. 

Me:Thanks,youlookgoodtoo 

Wewentinhercar.Shewasdriving. 

Jessi:Wegoingtoachisanyama 

Me:Youreallylovebeingblack. 

Jessi:Muchbetterthanbeingwhitetrustme. 

Me:Weshouldswitch. 

Shelaughed.Ihadmyphoneinsilent.Ididn't

wantanythingdisturbingthisday. 

Wedidgotoachisanyama.Weorderedsteak,

lambchopsandworswithpapandchakalaka. 

Jessi:Smellsdivine. 



Me:Ibetittastesevenbetter. 

.
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Thefoodwasamazing.Fromthechisanyama

wewenttothemallwherewehadice-creams

Anddidabitofshopping.Itwasactually

amazingAndmademeforgetabouteverything

Ihadbeengoingthrough. 

Me:Thankyouforthis,Ihadagoodtime. 

Shesmiled.Sphewassleepinginmyarms. 

Jessi:Ishouldbethankingyou.Yousureyou

don'twantmetocomewithyou? 

Ilaughed. 

Me:I'mprettyoldforthat. 

Sherolledhereyes,makingmechuckle. 

Jessi:YouknowwhatImean. 

Ismiled. 



Me:Yes,I'msure.It'sokay. 

Jessi:Alright,I'llseeyoutomorrow.Bereadyat

9.

Me:Westillgoing? 

Jessi:Yesanddon'teventhinkofdodgingme. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Don'tworry. 

Iwinkedather.Shedroveoff.Sphewasreally

heavyonmenow.Iunlockedthehouseand

wenttoputherdownthenwenttotakemy

shoppingbags. 

Iwasalsoprettytired.Iwenttotakeashower

andjustworemygownthenwenttothelounge

whereIsat,watchingTVuntilIrememberedmy

phone. 

IhadsomanytextsthatIfeltmyheadgetting

dizzy.Ididn'tevenbotherreadingthembut

calledKitsoinsteadandwetalkedforawhile. 



She'stoosweetandeventoldmetocomevisit

soon. 

IpromisedherIwillduringEaster. 

MyphonerangandIjustanswered,without

checkingthecallerid 

Me:Hello? 

"Khensani"

Me:Kamogelo?Thisisasurprise. 

Kamo:I'vebeentryingtocallyouforweeks. 

Me:Myphonewasoff. 

Kamo:What'sgoingon?Heardyou

disappeared. 

Ichuckled. 

Me:Youwouldn'tbehearingfrommehadI

disappeared. 

Kamo:I'vebeensodamnworried,Ieventurned

pink. 



Ilaughed. 

Me:You'vealwaysbeenpink. 

Kamo:Thisisnotfunnyyouknow. 

Me:IknowbutIjustcan'thelpit.Whatdoyou

want? 

Kamo:You. 

Me:Idon'thavetimeforgamesKamogelo. 

Kamo:Youtheoneplayinggames.Youbusy

runningawayfromme. 

Me:I'malreadyintroublebecauseofyou.Don't

makethingsevenmoreworse. 

Kamo:ButIloveyouandIcan'tjustmakeallof

thatgoaway.

Me:LoveisagoodthingandevenGod

commandsustoloveoneanother. 

Kamo:Canyoubeserious? 

Me:Let'svideocall. 



Hedidn'treplybutdroppeditthenvideocalled

me. 

Hewaslookinggoodshamewithhiscoarse

,dreadlockedhair. 

Kamo:Whereyouat? 

Me:I'minheavenbaby

Iteased.Helookedatmewithhiseyebrows

broughttogether. 

Kamo:Canyoujustbeseriousforaminute? 

Ipoutedanddidn'treply. 

Kamo:Weneedtotalk. 

Me:Whatdoyouthinkwedoingnow?Actually,I

thinkI'vesaidenoughandalongthoselines,I

alsoaskedyoutoleavemealone. 

Kamo:IdoubtIcaneverleaveyoualone.

Me:Try. 

Kamo:Wedidn'tuseprotection. 



Iswearmyeyespoppedoutatthatmoment.

Whatifhe'sinfectedmewithsome...Illness?

He'ssleptwithaboThuliandNobuhleandwho

knowswhethertheyusedprotectionornot. 

IhadevenforgottenIwasinacallwithKamo. 

Kamo:Youokay? 

Me:DoIlookokaytoyou? 

Kamo:It'sbeenthreeweekssincewe..You

know 

Me:You'vebeencounting?Howgreat 

Isaidrollingmyeyesandhechuckled. 

Kamo:YouKnowwhatthismeans? 

Me:ThatImightbeinfectedbysome..Illness

consideringhowIdon'tknowhowmanyother

peopleyou'vebeensleepingwithandwhether

youusedprotectionornot? 

Heclickedhistongue.HewasrednowsoI

pickedupthathewasangryatmyhonestybutI



justhadto. 

Kamo:HowdoyoutakemeNare? 

Me:I'mjustbeinghonest. 

Kamo:SoyouthinkI'msick? 

Me:It'snotwrittenonyourforehead,howcanI

know? 

Kamo:It'swhatyouassumed. 

Me:OhI'msorry. 

Kamo:Whatever 

Withthatsaid,hehungup.Okay. 

Well,ThefollowingdayIdidgetupearlyto

preparemyselfandmybabyforchurch. 

IwaskindofnervousbutknowingthatI'm

goingtoanallnewchurchAndnooneknows

metherewasenoughconsolation. 

Iworeawhitehighwaistedskirtwhichhada

lacecoveringwithitsmatchinglongsleevestop.

Sphewasalreadydressedinherblueumbrella



dressAndwhitesandals. 

Jessi:I'msonervous. 

Wehadalreadyfoundachurchandwereinthe

yardAndstillinhercar. 

Truthis,Iwasalsonervous.Idon'tknowwhy

butmaybeit'sbecauseithadbeensolong

sinceIfoundmyselfinthepresenceofGod 

Me:Younottheonlyone. 

Jessi:Let'sgo. 

ItookmybagandSphe'sbagthenwewentout.

Thechurchwasjustaverage,nottoofancy.It

wasbigbutnothuge. 

Seemslikewewererightintimebecausethey

werestillpraying.Wewereusheredtoour

seats. 

Haveyoueverbeeninchurchandfeltlikethe

pastor'smessagewasdirectedtoyou?Well,

that'showIfelt. 



It'slikeGodwasansweringallthequestions

whichhadbeenrunningthroughmymindusing

Him. 

Hewaspreachingaboutrepentance,

forgivenessandtellingpeopletostopjudging

others.TothinkIhadspentdayscrucifymyself

andneverdidIthinkofrepenting. 

HehadbeenintroducedasApostleMolosi. 

Apostle:TheBiblesaysinthebookofRomans

3:23"Forallhavesinned,andcomeshortof

thegloryofGod;".Thistellsusthatthereisno

onelivingonearthwhohasneversinned,

includingmesowhoareyoutojudge?People

arealwaysquicktopointoutotherpeople's

faultsbutnevertakeamomenttointrospect

themselvesbeforetheyeventhinkofjudging

others. 

Thecongregationshoutedaglorious"Amen"

TheHolySpiritwasdeliveringaverypowerful

messagethatwecouldallrelateto. 



Apostle:Imean,Matthew7:3saidit,"Andwhy

doyoulookatthespeckinyourbrother'seye,

butdonotremovetheplankinyourowneye?"

Bathong,tlogelanggoatlhola.Stopjudging

others. 

"Amen!"Wechantedagain. 

Hewentontospeakaboutthestoryofthe

womanwhowascaughtintheactofadultery. 

Thepharasiesandthescribeswerequickto

pointoutthiswoman'ssinsbuttheminute

Jesussaid,"Lethewhoiswithoutsin,castthe

firststone",theywereallconvictedbytheir

ownsins. 

Apostle:Andthere'ssomethingIloveinthis

chapter.Whenwegodowntoverse11"She

said,Noman,Lord.AndJesussaiduntoher,

NeitherdoIcondemnthee:go,andsinno

more."WhatGodistellingis,whenoursinshas

beenforgiven,itdoesn'tmeanweshould

continuetosinsothatgracemightabidebut



rather,weshouldstop.Yes,youafornicater,an

adulterer,aliaroramurdererbutI'mheretotell

youthatyoursinshavebeenforgiven. 

"Amen!"Weshouted.Jessisqueezedmyhand. 

Apostle:But,sinnomore.Whateverliveyouhad

beenliving,whateveryouhavedone,it's

forgivenbutdon'tgobackintothatlife.Godis

givingusanewlifetodayandweshouldgrabit

withbothhands. 

Andthat'sexactlywhatIwasgoingtodo.Iwas

goingtograbitwithbothhands. 

Apostle:AndbecauseGodforgaveus,we

shouldalsoforgivethosewhohavewrongedus.

It'sthereinourprayer:Forgiveusour

trespassesasweforgivethosewhotrespass

againstus.Imean,howdoyouexpectGodto

forgiveyouwhileyoucannotforgiveyourfellow

brethren?.

Me:Amen. 



Jessi:Whatapowerfulmessage.

Me:Iknowhey,itwasheartpiercing. 

Jessi:YouknowifIhadknownchurchwasthis

good,Iwouldhavelongtookmysisteronher

offertobringmetochurch. 

Ilaughed.Weweresittinginthediningtable,at

herplacewhileeatingthefoodshehad

prepared. 

Me:Iknow.It'slikethatmessagewaspointed

atme. 

Jessi:Andme.That'swhyIdidn'thesitatewhen

theymadeanaltercall. 

Me:Godisgood. 

.
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Me:I'mgonnamissyoutoobutyouknowby



Monday,we'llbehere. 

Jessi:Yeahwell,I'mjustusedtoseeingyou

two. 

Ismiled.Wehuggedagain.Thispregnancywas

makingheroveremotional.Shewascrying. 

Iwipedhertears. 

Sphe:Mama,let'sgo. 

Me:Someonecannotseemtowait. 

Welaughed. 

Jessi:Shecan'twaittoseeherfather. 

Me:She'sbeenonmythroatplussomehowshe

knowshowtocallhim.She'sbeennaggingto

seehim. 

Jessi:Wellgo,beforeyoumissyourflight. 

Me:PleasetakecareofyourselfandJunior. 

Itwasjustalittlebumpnow.Shewas3months

pregnantnow. 



Weweregoinghomeforthelongweekend.It's

Thursdayandtheholidayistomorrow,onthe

21stofMarch. 

Ourflightwasat8pm.Wehadtodriveallthe

waytoMafikeng. 

Anyway,wegotinJustintimeforourflight. 

Twohourslater,IwasknockingonThando's

door.That'slikeat10pm. 

IknowIshouldhavejustwenthomebutIdidn't

wanttodisappointmydaughterandIguessI

wasn'treadytofacedadandthelastthingI

wantedwastowakethemup. 

AtleastLuthandoknewwewerecoming. 

Me:Whyaren'tyousleepingagain? 

Sphe:I'mtired. 

Sheyawned. 

Me:Let'shopedaddyopensup 

Afterknockingforawhile,someoneopened.It



wasMellisaandatthatpoint,Iregrettedgoing

there. 

Mellisa:CanIhelpyou? 

Me:IsLuthandohere? 

Mellisa:Don'tyouthinkwesleeping?Who

knocksat10pmwithakid? 

Sphe:Let'sgomommy. 

Me:Youdon'twannaseedaddy? 

Shewashidingbehindme.Ilookedbackather

sheshookherhead. 

Luthando:What'sgoingon? 

Me:We'llleave.Ididn'tknowyouhadcompany. 

CanyoubelieveIhaven'tseenhiminthree

months?Iactuallydon'tevenknowwhatI

wantedhere. 

Ishouldhavejustwenthome.Iwastired

actually. 

Mellisa:Youcancomein.



Ohnowshewasbeingnice? 

Luthando:Gopreparetheguestroomforthem. 

Shenoddedandleft.Sphefinallycameout

behindmeandwenttoherfather. 

Ididn'ttakeanyofourbagsout.Iwasjust

tired. 

Mellisa:Alldone. 

Shefakedasmile,Ireturnedagenuineone. 

Me:Thankyou. 

Ifollowedhertotheguestroom.Iwassotired

thatIdidn'tevenshowerfirst.Instead,Itookoff

theclothesIhadbeenwearingandgotinbed. 

Iwasgoingtogohomefirstthinginthe

morning. 

Isleptimmediatelywhenmyheadhitthepillow,

that'showtiredIwas. 

Thefollowingmorning,Iwokeupthenworemy

clothes.Iwasgoingtobathathome.Ijust



brushedmyteethandwashedmyfacewiththe

sealedtoiletriesinthebathroom. 

Itookmyphoneandbagwithcarkeysthen

wentout. 

Thando:Youleaving? 

Me:Yes.I'llcomecheckonherlater. 

Ididn'twaitforhimtoreplybutjustwentout,

gotinmycarthenleft. 

Dad:Mybaby. 

Wehuggedtightly. 

Me:Imissedyoutoo.

Heletgoandkissedmeontheforehead. 

Me:Ineedtogobaththenwecancatchup. 

IwenttomyroomwhereIputmybagsdown

thenIbathed.IworeasimpleMaxidressand

flopsthenwentbacktothekitchenwhereI

foundKitso,DadandBandilehavingbreakfast. 

Kitso:IthoughtAndilewasplayingwithme. 



Wehugged.ThenIsatdown. 

Bandile:ImissedyouKhen. 

Me:Imissedyoutoolittleguy 

Ikissedhischeek.Hehadgrownshame.He's

fouryears,turningfive. 

Me:What'sforbreakfast? 

Kitso:Eggs,bacon,Theusual. 

Itookaplateanddishedupformyself. 

Me:So,whatdidImiss? 

It'sthenthatIgottohearexactlywhat

happenedwhileIwasaway.Iwasjusthappy

theydidn'ttouchonTheKamo,Motsosaga. 

Iexpectedthingstobetenseorawkwardbut

surprisingly,theywereprettygood. 

Lateron,Ichangedshoes.Ineededtogocheck

onmydaughtereventhoughIhadn'ttalkedto

ThandoaboutitbutatleastItoldhimbeforeI

left. 



Ijustwasn'tusedtohavingSphesoawayfrom

me,definitelynotforsolong. 

Me:I'llbeback. 

Dad:Whereyougoing? 

Me:Justaroundnje.I'llbeback. 

Dad:Alright,besafe.Pleasecallifyouspending

thenightwhereveryougoing. 

Me:Yesdad,Iwill. 

IdrovetoThando'splace,passingby

MacDonaldsfirstfortheirburgerandfries. 

Fromthere,Idrovewhileeatingandlisteningto

somemusic.Hiscarwasparkedoutsidethe

garagesothismeanthewasprobablyhome. 

IgotoutwithmyfoodAndknocked. 

Mellisa:Youagain. 

Thistime,shewaswearingjustherownclothes.

Sheopenedinhisshirtyesterday.Shewas

wearingbumshortsandasportsbra. 



Iactuallydon'tknowwhyshehadaproblem

withme. 

Me:Ain'tyougonnaletmein? 

SherolledhereyesAndmadespaceformeto

pass. 

Mellisa:Forsomeonewho'salreadyfat,you

sureeatalot. 

Thesarcasmbandla!Yoh! 

Me:Where'sThando? 

Mellisa:Teeisaround. 

Me:Isawhiscaroutside. 

Mellisa:It'snothisonlycar.Butagain,you

wouldn'tknowthat. 

Me:Youright. 

"Mommy!"

Iturned,theyhadjustgotin.Sherantomeand

Ihadtogivemyfoodtothiswomanthenpick

mydaughterup 



Me:Missedme? 

Sphe:Yes. 

Me:Imissedyoutoo. 

Ikissedherallovertheface,makinghergiggle. 

Mellisa:Thisissonoton. 

Withthatsaid,shecatwalkedupstairs,leaving

theremainderofmyfoodonthecoffeetable..

SeeMellisahasoneofthosemodelBarbiedoll

bodies,completelycontrarytomine. 

Me:Sorryfor..Cominglikethis.Ijustmissed

mydaughter. 

Thando:Westillneedtotalk.Istillhaven't

forgottenthatyouranawaywithmydaughter,

makingmemissthreemonthsofherlife.That

wassoselfishofyouKhensani. 

Me:AndI'msorry.Ishouldhavekeptcontact

andeventoldyouwherewemoving. 

Thando:Yes,youshouldhave. 



Me:Mylifeistherenowandwe'llhavetotry

andreachaconclusiveconclusion 

Madesenseright?Actually,Ididn'tevenknow

namibutItsoundedrightwhenIsaidit. 

Anyway,IsatdownwithSpheontopofmewho

gotoffmeandwenttomyfrieswhichshe

startedmunchingon 

Thando:Seemsshegotyourappetite. 

Me:Asifyoudon'teatmuch. 

Irolledmyeyes. 

Thando:Iwantmydaughterwithme. 

Me:No. 

Thando:Youcan'tkeepmeawayfrommy

daughter. 

Me:I'mnotkeepingyouawayfromher.I'llgive

youmyaddressthenyoucancomeseeherany

time,whenshe'snotatcrecheofcourse.That's

it. 



Thando:Ineedherclosertome. 

Me:RomeoandNjabulodon'tlivewithyou.You

werejustfinewithusstayingatMafikengbut

nowsuddenlyyouhaveaproblem? 

Thando:They'regoingtolivewithmewhenI

findahousebigenoughtoaccommodatethem

allfreely. 

Me:Andwho'sgoingtolookafterthem? 

Thando:Mellisawillandbesides,I'mhome

mostofthetime. 

Me:No. 

Thando:What? 

Me:I'mnothavingyoursupermodelgirlfriend

lookaftermydaughterandyounotseparating

mefromher. 

Thando:Thenmovebackhere. 

Me:No,I'mnot.I'vetoldyoumytermsand

that'sit.I'llleavemyaddresswithyoubut



please,makesuretotellmefirstbeforeyou

come. 

Thando:AndwhyshouldI? 

Me:You'llthinkyousurprisingusonlytoendup

beingtheonesurprised. 

Thando:Youbetternotbeentertainingyour

boyfriendsinmydaughter'spresence. 

Me:YoumeanlikehowyouentertainingMellisa

inherpresence?IwonderhowRomeofeels

aboutthis.Anyway,I'moutofhere. 

Istoodupandkissedmydaughter'scheek. 

Sphe:Iwannaleavewithyou. 

Me:Youstayingwithdaddy.

Sphe:Staymama. 

Me:He'llbringyouhometomorrow. 

IthenstartedwalkingbeforeIstopped 

Me:Betterbringherontime,Idon'twannafight

withyouaboutthis. 



Thando:Youraddress? 

Me:OhpleaseThando,webothknowyou've

longhadit. 

Withthatsaid,Ileft. 

Afewweekspast.Thingsweregoingjust..I

don'tknow,fineIguess. 

LikeIhadsaid,ThandoknewwhereIstayed

andcontrarytomyplea,healwayscame

unannounced. 

Idon'tknowwhatwaswrongwithgivingme

someheadsuporsomething. 

Anyway,itwasthelastweekofAprilandIhad

alreadyturned24.

JessiandIwerestillverymuchfriends.Shehad

beenthesupportIneededandmuchmore. 

Istillhadn'theardfromKamogelo.Actually,I

lasttalkedtohimthelasttimehecalledthen

hungupbecauseIhad..Pushedhimtoofar. 



Anyway,Iwokeupfeelingnauseous.Ijust

didn'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithme. 

Ihadn'teatenanythingunlessIwasfed

somethinginmysleepsoIrantothetoilet

whereIthrewup,feelinglikemyintestinesare

comingupatthesametime. 

Me:I'mdying. 

IflushedAndsplashedcoldwateronmyface

thenrinsedmymouth. 

IwashometwoweeksbacksoIwasonlygoing

toseethemAtJune,ifIcome. 

ItwasaSaturdaymorning. 

Me:Morningbaby. 

Sphe:Halo. 

Me:Didyoubrushyourteeth? 

Shenodded. 

Me:Washedyourface? 

Shenoddedagain. 



Me:Hungry?

Shenodded. 

Me:Haibo,andthen? 

Shelaughedandhersweetvoicemademe

giggle. 

Jessi:Goodmorning. 

Me:Oh,hey

Shewasgettinginthroughthefrontdoor. 

Jessi:I'msohungry. 

Me:Iwasjustabouttomakebreakfast. 

Jessi:Countmein. 

Me:Iwasn'texpectingtoseeyouheresoearly. 

Shesighed. 

Jessi:Iknow.It'sjust..Idon'twannagohome.

Me:Whynot? 

Jessi:Theydon'tknowaboutthepregnancyyet

andiftheyfindout,I'llhavetoexplainwhothe



fatheris. 

Me:Y'allstilltogether? 

Sheslowlynodded. 

Jessi:I'mjustnotready 

Me:Youcan'tkeeprunningawayfromit. 

Jessi:Youright.AnywayI'mhungry. 

Me:Comehelpme. 

IfirstlymadecerealforSpheinthemeantime

andwestartedonbreakfast. 

ThebaconWassuddenlysmellingfunnyand

again,mademenauseous.Ijustthrewupinthe

sink. 

Jessi:Eeuw,weeatthere. 

Me:Iwokeupfeelingsick 

Irinsedmymouthrightthere(yuck)then

washedthesinkclean. 

Me:I'lljusthavecereal. 



Imadeitwithmythumbandindexfinger

coveringmynosethenwenttojoinSpheinthe

lounge. 

Somethingwasdefinitelywrongwithme. 

.
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I'minthedoctor'soffice,awaitingmytest

resultsinanticipationwhilebusy,tappingmy

footdown.I'manxioustoknowwhatcould

reallybewrongwithme. 

JessiwaskindenoughtolookafterSphefor

mewhileIcamehere.Ineededtoknowwhat

couldbewrongwithme.WhywouldIbefeeling

sosickandwhythenausea. 

Ikeptrubbingmyhandstogether.Iwasscared,

veryscared. 



Thenursecamebackwiththeresultsfromthe

labandgavethemtothedoctorthenexcused

herself. 

Dr:Shallwegetdowntoit? 

Inodded.Wordshadfailedme,Icouldn't

speak. 

Dr:Well,youtestednegativeforHIV,STDsand

everythingelseisclean 

Me:So,that'sit? 

Heclearedhisthroat. 

Dr:Youtestedpositiveforsomethingelse. 

Me:What? 

Isaid,almostasawhisperasIfeltmyheart

beatingoutofmychest. 

Dr:Pregnancy. 

Me:What? 

Ilookedathimwithmyeyespoppingoutbut

instead,hesmiledAtme.



Dr:Congratulations,youare14weeks

pregnant. 

Me:What? 

Dr:Wouldyoulikeascan? 

Ijustcouldn'tbelievethis.ImeanIremember

Kamogelotellingmewedidn'tuseprotection

butneverforoncedidpregnancyevercrossmy

mind. 

Ilaydownonthebed.MytopWasliftedupto

mybreastsandhedidhisbusiness. 

Afterspreadingthegelonmeandthenmoved

thethingyonmystomachuntilIheardavery

strongheartbeat. 

Me:Wow. 

Dr:Iknow,bestfeelingever. 

Me:Howcomemystomachisstillsoflat? 

Dr:It'snotreallyflat,younotshowingyet.It's

probablybecauseyouhavebigboobs 



Me:Isthatappropriatetosaytoapatient? 

Helaughed. 

Dr:Don'tworrychild,I'mmarried. 

Ijustlaughed. 

HewipeditoffthenIgotoffthebed.Hegave

memyprescriptionsthenIleft. 

Idrovetothepharmacyforthemedsthenwent

toMacDonaldsforburgers,friesanda

milkshake. 

IdrankthemilkshakeasIdrovehome. 

Jessi:And? 

Isighedandsatdown. 

Me:Iboughtburgers. 

Sphe:Dankiemama. 

Jessi:So? 

Me:It'sjust..I'mpregnant. 

Jessi:What? 



Me:Iknow.Dadisgonnakillme. 

Jessi:Howfarareyou? 

Me:14weeks.

Jessi:So,thethrowingup?Doesn'tithappenin

thefirsttrimester? 

Me:Apparentlythenauseacanevenhappen

throughoutthewholepregnancy. 

Jessi:Wow.Ican'tbelievewebothpregnant. 

Me:Thisisamess.Idon'tevenknowhowI'm

goingtotellmyparentsaboutthis.Spheisjust

3,turning4andyetI'mpregnantagain.Worse,

fromanotherman. 

Jessi:AchildisagiftfromGod. 

Shesaid,munchingonthefriesfromher

burger. 

Me:I'mreallysuchadisappointment. 

Jessi:Youcan'tpleaseeveryoneKhen.You

needtostoplivingyourlifetryingtoplease



people.Itdoesn'tworklikethat.Youmadea

mistakeyes,butyouneedtoforgiveyourself.

Youahumanbeing,younotperfect.Remember

whatthepastorsaid,"Forallhavefallenand

fellshortofthegloryofGod".ThesameGod

forgaveus,stoppunishingyourself. 

Me:Ihearyou,Ireallydo.Butwhatabout

Luthando.Whatifhetakesmydaughteraway

fromme? 

Jessi:LuthandoisnotGod.Stopbeingsoafraid

ofhimandlettinghimwalkalloveryou.It'shigh

timeyoustooduptohim. 

Shewasright.IthinkI'mtheonewhogave

Thandotheideathathecanwalkalloverme

becauseIneverreprimandedhim.I'vealways

allowedhimtohavehiswaywithme,toinsult

measmuchashewantsandneverhaveIever,

foroncestooduptohim. 

She's18weeksnow,whileI'm14weeks. 

IwasjustgladthatatleastIhadsomejoband



ofcoursethedividendsfrommysharesinmy

mom'scompanysoIwillbeabletotakecareof

mybabies. 

Sphe'sfatheralwayssenthermoney,toomuch

ifyouaskmesoatleastthey'realltakencare

of. 

AMonthlater,IdecidedtotellKamoAbout

this. 

Icouldhaveprobablychosenottotellhimbutit

wouldn'tbefairsinceitshisbaby. 

ItwasthebeginningofJuneandIwasalso

abouttostartwritingformyHonours 

Ihaven'tseenLuthandoinweeksandfrankly,I

wasfinewithit. 

It'sonlysadforSphebecauseshemissesher

fatherbutasforme,itwasgivingmetimeto

actuallythinkabouteverything. 

Itookabathafterbreakfast.Mybaby'sbirthday

wascomingsoon..Shewasturning4inafew



weeksandIreallyneededittobespecialfor

her. 

IworealeggingwithahugeknittedJerseyand

woremysleepers. 

Mystomachwasshowingkancanenje,itwas

cuteactuallybutIknewitwasgoingtogetbig

inafewweeks. 

Iwas18weekspregnant,andeatinglike

nobody'sbusiness. 

Jessiontheotherhandwasgettingbiggerand

bigger. 

Me:Baby. 

Sphe:Mama. 

Me:Unjani? 

Sphe:Sharpmama. 

"HoneyI'mhome"

Iknewexactlywhothatwas-Luthando 

Me:Youreallyneedtostopbarginginlikeyou



themanofthehouse. 

Sphewasjusthappyherfatherwashome.She

rantohim.HewaswithNjabulowhocameto

me. 

IpickedhimupthensathimonmylapasI

browsedthroughtheTVchannels. 

Thando:WasIreallygoneforthatlong? 

Me:Yeah.Incaseyouhaven'tnoticed. 

Irolledmyeyes. 

Thando:Well,thistimeI'mstayingforamonth. 

Me:Goodforyou.I'msurethere'sahotel

around. 

Thando:WhywouldIwastemoneystayingata

hotelwhileyouhaveanapartment? 

Me:Youtalkasifthat'llevenmakeadifference

inyourbankbalance. 

Thando:EitherwayI'mstaying. 

Me:ThenI'llbookmyselfintoahotelusingyour



money. 

Thando:Sphe,youwanttostaywithdaddyand

mommy? 

ShenoddedwithagrinandLuthandochuckled. 

Me:Don'tyoudareusemydaughter. 

Thando:Whyyousoangry?Orkeng,you

sexuallyfrustrated? 

IlookedathimAndhelaughed,sittingonthe

couchnexttomine. 

Me:Shouldn'tyoubetappingsomewhiteass

insteadofirritatingme? 

Hisfaceturnedserious.-IthinkIhitanerve.I

lookedathimandsmirked. 

Thando:Yaziuyanjwayela

Me:Whyyoucatchingfeelingsnow? 

Thando:Youknowthatbitchdidsomethingto

myson. 

Me:Whichone? 



Thando:Romeo.Angaziwhatkodwahestarted

actingfunny,nolongerwantedtocomehome

withmeandthenIcaughthermakingNjabulo

drinkalcoholthensheclaimsshewasjust

tryingtomakehimfallasleep. 

Ilaughed.Iknowitwasn'tfunnybutIjust

couldn'thelpit. 

Tothinkhewantedhertolookaftermy

daughter..Haike. 

Thando:It'snotfunny. 

Me:I'msorry,it'sjust..Youhilarious. 

Heclickedhistongue. 

Me:Tothinkyouwantedhertolookaftermy

child..Yoh

Thando:Ijustneedtoclearmyhead.

Relationshipsjustsuck.

Me:Indeed.Well,myboyfriendiscomingsoon

so 



Thando:Youhaveaboyfriend? 

Me:Yep,Ido

Justaftersayingthat,myphonerang.Itwas

JessibutIsmiled,Iwasgoingtopretendit's

someoneelse. 

Me:Hibabe

Thandolookedatmewitharaisedeyebrow.I

putNjabulodownthenstoodupandwalked

outside. 

Jessi:Youbusy?I'mhungry. 

Me:It'sjustafter11,howcanyoubehungry? 

Jessi:It'sthisbabythatI'mcarrying. 

Me:Ihaven'tcooked. 

Jessi:Makesomepancakes,I'mcoming. 

Ichuckledandhangup.Iwentinsidethehouse

tofindSphe,talking. 

Sphe:Daddy,whatispregnant? 



Yazilengani!Yoh. 

Me:Wheredidyouhearthat? 

Thando:Who'spregnant? 

Iimmediatelywenttothekitchenandtookout

abigmixingbowl. 

Thandocamemarchingin. 

Thando:Youpregnant? 

Me:WhosaidIam? 

Thando:Sphetoldme.Youpregnant

Khensani?! 

Hehalfshouted. 

Me:Don'traiseyourvoiceatme.Younotmy

father. 

Isaidcalmly.IcontinuedwithwhatIwas

doing. 

Thando:He'sthefather? 

Me:Doesitmatter? 



Thando:OfcourseItmatters.Iloveyou

dammit! 

Me:Keepitdown.Thekidsaren'tsleepingyet. 

Thando:Whatdoesthatmeanforus? 

Me:There'snous.Youcan'tjustcomebackto

mecauseyourMellisaisincompetentwhenit

comestolookingafteryourkids. 

Thando:Doesheknow? 

Me:Ihaven'ttoldhimyetbuthehashis

suspicions. 

Hebreathedoutloud. 

Thando:Thenwe'llraisethebabytogether. 

Me:What? 

Thando:I'mwillingtoaccepthim/her 

Me:Thisiscrazy. 

Thando:Ican'tkeepdoingthisKhensani.Ican't

keeponpretendinglikeIdon'twantyouwhile

I'mevenmoreinlovewithyounowthanIever



was. 

Me:NoTumelo.Youcalledmenames,

embarrassedmeinfrontofyourfamilyand

insultedme.AsmuchasIforgaveyou.Ididn't

forget. 

Thando:It'sjust..Iwashurt.It'snoexcusebutI

washurt,Iwantedyoutofeelatleastaninchof

thepainIhadbeenfeeling.It'sbeenfouryears.

Ican'tkeeplyingtomyselflikethis.I'mgetting

old,Ineedtosettledown. 

Me:Ijustdon'tknowLuthando. 

Hecametostandinfrontofmeandcuppedmy

face. 

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutanyofthis.Sure,

IlovehimandI'veneverstoppedbuthe'sonly

gettingbackwithmebecausehebrokeupwith

Mellisa. 

Whatiftheyhadworkedout? 

Idon'twanttobesomefoolwhohe'llcometo



wheneverthingsdon'tworkout. 

Iknowit'sthefirsttimebutagain,what

happensifhecan'tdealwithmycrazinessthen

breaksupwithme? 

WhatifIgethimangryagain?Thandohasa

temper. 

Thando:Iknowwecandoit. 

Me:Ineedsometimetothinkaboutthis. 

Thando:What'stheretothinkabout? 

Me:Excuseme,IneedtomakeJessi's

pancakes. 

Thando:Who'sJessi? 

Me:Myboyfriend. 

Isaid,rollingmyeyes.Hetookhishandsoffme

thenwalkedaway. 

Igotonwiththepancakesandshecamejust

whenIgotdown. 

Jessi:Icouldsmellthemallthewayfrom



outside. 

Me:Really? 

Wesharedagiggle. 

Jessi:Whendidhecome? 

Me:Inthemorning. 

Jessi:Youneedtoputhimonaleashforreal. 

Me:Hewantstogetbacktogetherwithme. 

Jessi:What? 

Me:Iknow. 

Jessi:Youconsideringit? 

Me:Ilovehim. 

Jessi:Whataboutthebabydaddy? 

Me:Ihaven'ttoldhimyet. 

Jessi:Hedeservestoknow. 

Isighed. 

Me:Iknow. 



Amessagecamethroughonmyphone. 

Iopenedit. 

"There'saworkfunctiononMondaythatI'm

attendinginSunCity.Ineedaplacetostay"

Me:He'scoming 

Jessi:Where? 

Me:He'scomingtoRustenburg. 

Jessi:Good.Thenyoucantellhimfacetoface. 

Me:Hewantsaplacetostay. 

Jessi:Youcan'thavehimherewhileLuthando

Ishere. 

Thando:I'llgo. 

Ireallydidn'twantittocometothis.Heactually

saidthatWalkingoutwithNjabulo. 

Icouldn'treadtheexpressiononhisface.I

guesshe'dbeenlistening. 

Icouldn'tevenstophim.Howdidmylifegetso



complicated? 

.
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ThelastthingIcouldhaveeverwantedwasto

hurtsomeonebutIneededtimeforsomeself-

introspection.Ididn'twanttorushintoanything

buttheThandoIsawtherelookedbroken,his

heartlookedshatteredbuttothinkofallhehad

donetome,notholdingitagainsthimbutI

neededtimetoforgetaboutit. 

Icannotbeholdingitagainsthim.Kamo,onthe

otherhandwassurelygoingtopushTous

beingtogetherbutIjustcouldn't. 

Ilovethem,IreallydobutIthinkit'sbestIbe

aloneuntilI'mreallysurewhoIwannabewith. 

IcalledKamoafterJessileft,nowIwished

ThandocouldhaveleftwithSphebutagain,it

wasprobablygoodshe'shere. 

Heansweredimmediately. 



Kamo:Hey. 

Me:Hi,whenareyoucoming? 

Kamo:Tomorrownight. 

Me:Ain'tcompaniessupposetobookhotelsfor

youguys? 

Kamo:Iwanttostaywithyou.

Me:Younotreallyansweringmyquestion. 

Kamo:AndIwon't.I'llcomebyyourapartment

tomorrow.Wegoingtostaytogetherforaweek.

Me:Aweek? 

Kamo:Yes. 

Me:Oh,well,weneedtotalk. 

Kamo:We'lltalkwhenIgetthere. 

Me:Ain'tyougonnaaskwhatit'sabout? 

Kamo:No,Iwon't.ByeKhen,Iloveyou. 

Me:Loveyoutoo. 

IhungupAndsighed. 



Sphe:Mama? 

Me:Yesbaby? 

Sphe:Ngifunababa

Me:I'llcallhim. 

Shenodded

Ihadtocallhim.Idialledhisnumberanditrang,

unanswered. 

Iguesshewasstillmad.Maybeit'sbecauseI

didn'tstophimfromleaving. 

Me:He'sbusy

Ilied.Icouldseeshewasdisappointed. 

Me:ShouldImakeyousomethingtoeat? 

Sphe:Iwantpizza. 

Me:Pizza? 

Shenodded.Ilaughed,rememberinghowmuch

IlovedpizzawhenIwaspregnantwithher. 

Anyway,wegotintomycarthenIdroveto



Debonairswhereweorderedtwolargepizzas. 

Wealsoboughtcokeandjuiceformeanda

packetofMagnumminis(inwinter)yes. 

Wedrovehomeandmunchedonthepizza. 

Thefollowingday,Igotupandbathedfirst.We

weregoingtochurch. 

Ijustdried,lotionedthenworemypantyand

gownwhenIwasdone. 

SphewasawakealreadysoItookherthenwent

tobathheraswell. 

Idressedherupinwarmclothessincewinter

wasslowlybutsurelyapproaching.Ievenputa

beanieonherheadthengavehermyphone

whichshewentwithtotheloungewhileI

remained,dressingup. 

IworemythickstockingsandaGreywool

dresswithmyblackmilitarybootsandworea

cardiganontopAndabeanieonmyhead. 

Jessi:Honey,I'mhome! 



Iquicklysprayedmyparfumethentookmybag

withmyBibleandphonethenwenttothe

lounge,whereshewascallingfrom. 

Wehugged. 

Jessi:Haveyouhadbreakfastyet? 

Me:Ummno,Ididn'texpecttoseeyouhereso

early. 

Jessi:Iknow.Let'sgo,I'mtakingy'alloutfor

breakfast. 

Me:I'dlikethat,Sphealsohasn'teaten. 

Jessi:Good. 

Wetookourbagsandleftwithhercar.She

droveustoWimpy. 

Anyway,wegotinAndweweregivenatable. 

Weorderedsomebreakfastofcourse. 

Sphe:Mama. 

Ilookedather,shepointedattheentrance,it

wasThandowithNjabulo. 



Me:Gotothem. 

Hereyesbeamedasshegotoffthechairthen

halfrantothemandLuthandoimmediately

pickedherup. 

TheytalkedandIsawherpointtous,that's

whenmyattentionturnedbacktoJessi. 

Jessi:Iwonderwhatthepastorisgonnapreach

abouttoday.

Me:Iwondertoo.TheHolySpiritneverceases

toamazeme. 

Jessi:Youknow,Ineverthoughtbeingborn

againwouldchangemylifelikethis. 

Me:Oh? 

Jessi:Yes.Iwannatrylivinglifeaccordingto

God'swillandthat'swhyIhavedecidedtoleave

him. 

Me:Woah,yousure? 

Jessi:Rememberthescriptureaboutthe



adulteress? 

Me:Yeah,whataboutit? 

Jessi:Jesussaidtoher;"Gohome,andsinno

more".Iwasforgivenyes,butIdon'twantto

continueinsinnomore. 

Me:I'mreallysoproudofyou. 

Jessi:WhatcanIsay?I'mchangingforthe

better. 

Me:So,thebaby? 

Jessi:Ofcoursehe'llhaveaccesstohisbaby

butthat'sit.IlovehimbutIcan'tdoitanymore. 

Me:That'sgood.Ican'twaitforJuniorto

come. 

Shewascarryingaboy. 

Jessi:Ican'twaittoo. 

Ourfoodcameandweate.Thandowassitting

abitfarfromus.WhenIwasdoneeating,I

excusedmyselfthenwalkedtothem. 



Me:Hi. 

Henodded. 

Me:Youweren'tpickingupmycalls. 

Thando:I'msorry. 

Me:Youmadatme? 

Thando:Ihavenoreasontobe. 

Me:YoualsoseemtoforgetthatIknowyou. 

Thando:Idon'twannafightwithyou

Nokubonga. 

Isighed. 

Me:ShouldIleaveherwithyou? 

Thando:Please.She'snowtheonlyreason

keepingmehere. 

Ouch. 

Me:Oh,okay. 

IkissedhercheekthenwalkedbacktoJessi

andweleft,aftershesettledthebill. 



Theserviceatchurchwasveryupliftingas

usual.Fromtheworshippingtothepreaching

andofcourse,Thetestimonies.

itwasgoodandveryunique.

Thepastorwaspreachingaboutlovethistime. 

OhhowgreatGodlovedusthathegaveushis

onlybegottenson. 

Andthat'sthegreatestloveofthemall. 

ThethingaboutbeingpregnantishowAperson

isalwayshungry. 

IswearIfeltthehungertheminuteIstepped

intothecar. 

Me:I'mhungry. 

Jessi:Younottheonlyone. 

WewenttoNandosandorderedafullchicken,

rollsandchips.Andjuice. 

Me:Wegonnafinishthis? 

Jessi:Idoubt 



Wesatdownandate,tooursurprise,we

finisheditandjustlaughed. 

Jessi:I'mgonnaonastrictdietaftergiving

birth. 

Me:Younottheonlyone. 

Weleft,shedroppedmeoffthendrovetoher

place.Iunlockedthentookoutmyshoesand

walkedinonmysocks. 

IwassolazytocookthatwhenIgothungry,I

justwarmedtheleftoverpizzafromyesterday. 

ThehousewassolonelywithoutPaige.My

doorbellrangaround8.

IjustthoughtitwasThandosoIwenttoopen. 

Me:Ididn't..Oh,Kamogelo 

Kamo:CanIgetin? 

Me:Ummsure,ofcourse. 

Imadespaceforhimandhegotin.Hehada

luggagebagwithhim.Ireallythoughthewas



bluffing. 

Kamo:Didyoucook?I'msohungry. 

Me:No,Ididn't. 

Kamo:YouknewI'mcomingnje. 

Me:I'mnotyourwife.There'safewslicesof

pizzaonthefridge. 

Kamo:Iwantahomecookedmeal. 

Me:YouknowIcanstillchaseyououtright? 

Kamo:I'llgoforthepizza. 

Me:Good. 

HewenttowarmhimselfpizzawhileIwatched

TVwhiledrinkingsomejuice. 

Kamo:Youwantedtotalk? 

Hehadalreadyateandforcedtoswitchoffthe

TVthenlookedatmestraightonmyeyes. 

He'salwayshadaveryintimidatinglook. 

Me:Umm..Iwenttothedoctorlastmonthand



I... 

Kamo:You? 

Me:I..I'mpregnant 

Helookedatmeforawhilebeforehegrinned

widelythenpickedmeupandspanmearound. 

Me:That'senough,youmakingmedizzy. 

Heputmedownandkissedmycheek. 

Kamo:Thankyousomuch. 

Heliftedmypjtopupandkissedmystomach. 

Kamo:Heytherelittleguy. 

TimewentonandIwasgettingbiggerand

bigger. 

Istillhadn'twenthomeandonlytalkedtomy

parentsoverthephone.Ijustcouldn'tface

them.Iknowthiswasn'trightbutIwasscared,

soscared.Ididn'tevenwanttothinkaboutmy

dadandhowmadhecouldbeatme. 

KholiswaonlysentmemoneyAndcalled



sometimes.Ithinkit'swhathappenedwith

Motsothatcausedariftbetweenus.

Iwascarryingagirlagain,Thedoctorhad

confirmedit. 

Kamogelowassohappy.Iwasalsohappy.I

hadn'tcomeupwithanameyetbuthehad,

Remoratile. 

Iwas8monthsandsobig.Jessiwasveryclose

togivingbirth. 

Shewasnolongerworking.Iwasstillgoing

though. 

Iwasactuallyhappythatmypregnancyhad

gottenthisfar.WithSphe,Ihadlonggiven

birth. 

Anyway,itwasaFridaynightandwewereAt

myplacewatchingmovieswithpopcornandice

-cream.Sphewassleeping. 

ItwasthelastweekofSeptember.Actually,The

30th. 



ThingsbetweenLuthandoandIwerejust..

Shaky.Wedidn'ttalklikeweusedto.Heonly

calledwhenhewantedtoseeSpheandhe

nevercameintomyhouse. 

TheonlytimehedidwaswhenRomeowanted

toseemeandthatwasinJuly,duringthe

holidayswherewespentaweektogether. 

Hewasgrowing.Hewas8anddoinghisGrade

3.

AsforKamogelo,ourrelationshipwasjust

aboutourchild. 

ImadeitclearthatIdidn'twanttobewith

anyoneandIthinkherespectedthat.Jessihad

brokenupwithherbabydaddyandithurther

somuchbutsheknewitwaswhat'sbest. 

WewerewatchingwhydidIgetmarried. 

Jessi:Angelaisreallysomethingelse. 

Me:She'sratchetandsoloudbutIloveher

character. 



Jessi:Ithinkyoushouldalsodothatlist. 

Me:Whatlist? 

Jessi:Oneaboutthegoodononesideandthe

badontheothersideandseewhichone

exceedstheother. 

Me:Actually,youright.Idon'tknowwhyInever

thoughtofthat. 

Jessi:Mmm

Me:Youokay? 

Jessi:Ijusthaveapainonmyback,it'snothing

big. 

Me:Ihopeyounotinlabour. 

Allthathopeflushedawaywhenshestarted

screaming,myeyesshotopen. 

Me:Fuck,no. 

Jessi:Mywaterbroke. 

Ifroze.Iliterallyfroze.Iknewshewascloseto

givingbirthbutjustdidn'tthinknow.Itwaslate,



around11pmandIdidn'tknowwhattodo. 

Jessi:You'llhavetodrivemetothehospitalor

I'llgivebirthhere. 

Me:WhataboutSphe? 

Jessi:I'minpainhere. 

Istartedpacingupanddown,Ireallydidn't

knowwhattodo. 

Jessi:Khensani!! 

Istoppedasshebroughtmebacktoearth.I

tookoutmyphoneandcalledthefirstpersonI

thoughtof,hopingheanswers. 

Thando:What? 

Me:JessicaisinlabourandIdon'tknowwhat

todo. 

Thando:AmIamidwife? 

Shescreamed. 

Me:Sorry 



Ihungupfeelingdefeated. 

Me:I'llhavetodriveyou. 

Myphonerangagain,Iansweredwithout

checkingthecallerid. 

"I'monmyway,don'tlock"

Me:I'mdrivinghertohospital.Spheis

sleeping. 

Thando:Okay

Ididn'tevenaskwherehewascomingfrom.I

helpedJessistandup.Shewasclearlyinpain,I

don'tknowhowthiswasgoingtoworkandI

don'tevenknowwhereIgotthestrength.

Iwaspregnantandheavymyself. 

WegotinmycarandIdrovelikeamaniac,

hopingwedon'tgetintoanyaccident. 

Thehospitalwasn'tthatfar. 

Immediatelywhenwegotin,Iraninside(not

literally)andwenttocallanursewhocame



withawheelchair. 

Me:She'sinlabour. 

Jessiwascryingandclearlyrunningoutof

strength. 

Ijustprayedthatnothinghappenstothebaby. 

IwasevencryingbecauseIwasnervousand

scared. 

Imagineapregnantwomanbringinganother

pregnantwoman. 

Nurse:Youokay,nopains? 

Me:I'mfine. 

Nurse:Come,soIcanputyouinbedthenthe

doctorwillcheckhowfaryouare. 

Me:OhnoI'm8months. 

Shegiggled. 

Nurse:Sorry,it'sjust...Ithoughtmaybeyou

werealso..Youknow 



Me:Ohno

Iwaspacingupanddown,Icouldn'thelp

worryingandjusthopedeverythinggoeswell

forher. 

.
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Thedoctorcameback.Ihadbeensittingdown. 

Dr:Shedeliveredabouncingbabyboy. 

Me:CanIgoseethem? 

Dr:Ofcourse. 

Ifollowedhimtowheretheywere.Shewas

holdingherbaby,coveredinamnioticfluid.It

wasMorningalready. 

Timedoesflywhenyouworried. 

Me:Ohmy

Isaid,lookingatthebeautifulboywithblack

curlyhair. 



Me:What'shisname? 

Jessi:JeromeKleinThompson 

Me:Sohe'stakingyoursurname? 

Jessi:He'smysonafterall. 

Me:Ijustthink,noinfactIknowthathisfather

isgoingtodisagreewiththat. 

Jessi:It'snotuptohim.I'mtheonewhocarried

himfor9months. 

Nurse:Youneedtorest. 

ShetookthebabyawayfromherandIalsoleft.

Iwashungryandsofreakingtired.Ihadn'tslept,

notevenadent. 

Igotbackintomycarthendrovehome. 

Iwasactuallydraggingmyselfin. 

Iwenttothefridgejusttolookforsomethingto

eat. 

Thando:Youback? 



Me:Yeahandsohungry. 

Thando:So,didshedeliver?

Me:Yeah.Ababyboy.There'snothinginhere. 

Thando:CanIleavewithher?Imissedher. 

Me:Umm,sure.Whatwereyoudoinghere

anyway? 

Thando:Business.I'vealreadypackedherbag

andshe'sbathed. 

Me:Comegivemommyahug. 

Iopenedmyarmsforherandshecameand

huggedme. 

IkissedherlipsandsheleftwithThando.I

endedupeatingsomechocolatecakefromthe

fridgewithaglassofmilkthenwenttosleep. 

.

Threeweekslater

Kamohadbeenwithmeforaweekbecause

apparentlyhewantedtobetherewhenIgive



birth. 

JessiwasatCapeTownbecausesheneeded

hermother'shelpwiththebaby 

Westilltalkedoverthephoneandfacetimed.

Wewerestillprettymuchclose. 

Anywayit'swhenIwassleepingthatIfelta

sharppainonmylowerabdomen,itwasmore

likeacontraction. 

IjustthoughtitsBraxtonhickssoIignoredit

andwentbacktosleep. 

Aminutelater,thepaincamebackevenmore

sharperthistimeandIjustknewthatIwas

probablyinlabor. 

Istoodupfromthebedandtookthebabybag

andmybag

ShithitthefanwhenmywaterbrokeandI

screamed.

Kamocamerushingin.Doesn'thesleep? 



Kamo:What'sgoingon? 

Me:Mywaterjustbroke. 

Kamo:Ohshit,areyouinpain? 

Me:Notyet.Theseareourbags,I'llgowakeup

Sphe. 

Ican'tsayIknewexactlywhatwasgoingon

throughmymind.It'slikeIwasn'tfunctioning

prettywell.

Ithinksomehowheknewthathenceheended

upgoingtowakeherupwhileIwaitedforthem

atthekitchen. 

Thetimethecontractionscameback,I'dswear

theyweretenfoldstrongandIhadthissudden

urgetopush. 

"It'saboy"

ThedoctorsaidafterIhadspentmorelikea

lifetimeinlabourifyouaskme. 

Ismiledfaintly,Iwastired.Ilookedatmyson,



confusedbutagainjoyfulbecauseIhadbeen

toldI'mexpectingagirl. 

Helookedsolightincomplexion,cryinghis

lungsoutwithhiscurlyhairandcoveredin

amnioticfluid. 

Hisfatherwhohadbeenholdingmyhand

throughitallsmiledAndhistearsfellasheheld

hissonforthefirsttime. 

Kamo:Myson. 

Hewasproud.IwasproudbutIhadtorest. 

Iclosedmyeyesanddriftedtosleep.Sphewas

sleepinginthechildren'sward. 

Iwasactuallyhappy,IwashappyIhadcarried

fulltermandmysonwashealthyandsochubby.

WhenIwokeup,IfeltabitbetterbutofcourseI

hadpainsonmylowerabdomen. 

Wecouldgohometwodayslater. 

Kamogelocametopickmeup,signedmy



dischargeformsandwefinallywenthome. 

Hehadbroughtsomeclothesforme,tracksuits

tobespecific. 

IwasholdingmysonwhomIcouldn'tstop

staringat. 

Me:Can'tbelievetheysaidIwascarryingagirl. 

Kamo:Tothinkofallthepinkclotheswe

bought. 

Ilaughed.Hewaswearingpinkclothesand

lookedsocute. 

Me:Iguesswe'llhavetobuynewones. 

Sphe:CanIholdhim? 

Me:You'llmakehimfall. 

Sphe:He'smylittlebrother. 

Me:Yes,heis. 

Sphe:Whatishisname? 

Me:Remoratile 



Kamo:That'ssogirlishthough. 

Me:He'llsurvive.IthinkIshouldalsoname

him. 

Kamo:Goodidea. 

Me:Sibusiso 

Sphe:Sibusiso,Iloveitmom. 

Hewasindeedablessingintomylife,intoour

lives.

Wearrivedathome. 

Iknewthatsoonerorlater,Ihadtofacemy

familyandunfortunately,itwasatthatmoment.

Icouldn'tpossiblycopeonmyownwithmy

baby.

Ididn'twanttothinkaboutwhatmydadis

goingtosaybutIknewhe'dbevery

disappointed. 

Anyway,wedidpackourclothesandthoseof

mykidsandpreparedourselffortheroad. 



Remowasonlyaweekoldwhenwewentback

home. 

Myheartwasraising,Itriedtothinkpositively

andallIhopedforwasforhimtobeaccepted

regardlessofhowangry,disappointedorupset

theymightbe. 

Kamo:It'llallbeokay,don'tworry. 

Me:Easyforyoutosay. 

Kamo:Myfamilyhastodorightbyyou,byour

son. 

Me:Haino.Theydon'thavetodoanything. 

Kamo:Healsoneedstomeethisothersideof

thefamily. 

Me:Dotheyknow? 

Kamo:Itoldeveryone,well,afteryougave

birth. 

Wewereoutsidemyfather'shouse.Wehad

arrived. 



Iwasstillprettymuchtryingtogathersome

strengthtogoon. 

Sphewassleepinginthecar,justnexttome. 

HewentouttoopenthedoorforusandIknewI

hadtodothissoonerorlater. 

ItookthesleepingSphewhilehetookRemo

andwenttoknock.IusuallyjustgetIn. 

BandilewasthefirsttosaycomeinandI

openedAndgotin. 

Iwassurprisedhewasn'tsleepingyetcauseit

wasafter7pm

Me:Goodevening. 

IgreetedDadandKitsowhowerehavingdinner

andwenttoputSphedown. 

IknewIhadtoexplain.ItookRemofrom

KamogeloAndhecamewithourbags. 

Dad:What'sgoingonNono? 

Kitso:CanIhold..



Inoddedandgavehimtoherthenwenttoput

thebagsatmyroomandwalkedKamoout. 

Kamo:Goodluck. 

Inoddedandwehugged. 

Kamo:I'llcallyoulater. 

Me:Okay

Itookadeepbreathbeforegoingbackinside. 

Bandile:What'shisname? 

Me:It'sUmm..Remo

Dad:Ishethereasonyouhadn'tbeencoming

home? 

Me:Ididn'thaveanyfreetime. 

Dad:Don'tlie. 

Me:I'msorrydad. 

Kitso:SoKamogeloisthefather? 

Islowlynodded,lookingdown. 

Dad:Whydidn'tyoutellme? 



Me:Iwasashamedbaba,Iwasscared.Thelast

thingIeverwantedwastodisappointyou. 

Dad:You24yearsoldNono.Yes,I'm

disappointedbutababyisablessing.Youhave

givenmeanothergrandsonandI'mhappy. 

Me:Youare? 

Dad:Lifeistooshorttobeholdinghate.AllI

wantistoknowwhat'shappeninginyourlife

andnow,IfeellikeIdon'tknowyou,Ifeellike

I'velostyou.Ineedmydaughterback,Ineed

mygirlback.Imissedyou.SomuchandI'mso

happyyouhere

Me:Ohdad

Iwipedthetearsthathadfallenandwentto

him.Idisappearedinhisarmsaswehugged

tightly.Hekeptbrushingmyback.Ireally

thoughthe'dbeangryatme.HadIknownhe

wouldn't,Iwouldhavelongcamehome. 

Remocried,disturbingourmoment.



HekissedmyforeheadandIgotfromhimand

tookmyson. 

Isatdownandbreastfedhim. 

Hesuckedmynipplelikehislifedependedon

it. 

Kitso:He'sbeautiful. 

Dad:WhatdoesRemostandfor? 

Me:Remoratile. 

Dad:TheboyshouldhaveaZuluname. 

Me:Sibusiso 

Dad:Dlamini. 

Ilaughed. 

Me:Haubaba.KeMolefe. 

Dad:Thatboydidn'tmarryyou.Idon't

understandwhymygrandsonhastohavehis

surname. 

Me:It'shisson. 



Dad:Whomyoucarried. 

Ilaughed. 

Kitso:Andile,goputBandile'soldcotinBonga's

room

Dad:Whyme? 

Kitso:Justgo. 

Ilaughed.Dadstoodup.Iburpedhimthenwent

tolayhimdownandwentback. 

Me:I'msohungry. 

Kitso:I'lldishupforyou. 

Me:Ohno.Icanmanage. 

Shelaughedandletmebe. 

Iatewhilecatchingupwithmyfamily.Anyway,I

wenttomyroomafterthentookashowerand

changedintomypyjamas. 

IreceivedacallfromNtandojustasIwas

abouttolaymyheaddown. 



Ntando:Heystranger

Ilaughed. 

Me:Ishouldbecallingyoustranger,it'sbeena

longtime. 

Ntando:How'smyprincess? 

Me:Prince,I'llsendyouapicture. 

Ntando:Soit'saboy? 

Me:Yes,Igavebirthaweekago. 

Ntando:Andyoudidn'tbothertellingme? 

Me:You'vebeenoutofreachnjena. 

Ntando:YourightbutIhateit.Weusedtobeso

tightbutthen,marriageisalsodemandingand

there'swork,varsity 

HeletoutagroanandIgiggled. 

Me:Regardless,weshouldmaketimeforeach

other. 

Ntando:OfcoursebutIpromiseit'sgonna



changefromnowon. 

Me:It'salluptous,sotellmewhatImissed? 

Ntando:Well,we'rethinkingofadopting. 

Me:That'samazingbabe. 

Ntando:Butit'snotcertainyet,maybewhenI'm

madepermanentorsomething. 

Me:Well,Iwishyouallthebest. 

Wecontinuedtalkingandwhenwehungup,I

slept. 

.

5YEARSLATER

Dad:Ican'tbelieveyougettingmarried. 

Me:Truthis,Ialsocan'tbelieveit. 

Dad:Itseemslikejustyesterdaywhenyou

camecryingtomeafteryourfirstheartbreak. 

Me:Dad! 

Islightlypunchedhisshoulder. 



Dad:Icanneverbepreparedforthisday.Just

knowthatyou'llalwaysbewelcomebackat

home.Ifhedoesn'ttreatyouasyoudeserve,

likehowIhavetreatedyouandasmyonlygirl

thenyoucancomehome.Iloveyou,always

hadandalwayswill. 

Kitso:Okay,that'senoughnow.She'seven

crying 

Shesaid,gettingintotheroomIwasin.Itried

wipingthetearsbutmymakeupwasalready

ruined. 

Kholiswa:I'llfixthisupquickly.

Me:Thankyoumom. 

Ntando:Mylove

Hekissedmycheek. 

Me:Where'sLittleHailey? 

Ntando:She'swithherfather. 

Theyhadadoptedababywhowasturningthree



years,theyhadherafewdaysaftershewas

bornandthey'veraisedhereversince.Shewas

coloredwithbrownhair. 

Jessiwasmymaidofhonor.Shealsocame

andkissedmycheek. 

Jessi:Youready? 

Me:Ascanbe. 

Ntando:Ican'tbelieveyoufinallygetting

married. 

Me:Hey,whatareyousaying? 

Helaughed. 

Ntando:Thewayyouwereconfusedbetween

twoguys. 

Dad:Westillhere

Wealllaughed.Myfuturehusbandmustbe

anxiousonthealtar. 

Kholiswa:Alldone. 

Jessi:Finally! 



Mybridesmaidswentfirst,withofcoursemy

maidofhonor. 

Dad:Thisisit. 

Itriednottocryasmyfatherwalkedmedown

theaisle.Itwasaveryemotionaltimeforme. 

Dad:Pleasetakecareofmyonlydaughter. 

Withthatsaid,hehandedmeovertomysoon

tobehusband.

Bishop:Wearegatheredheretodaytowitness

theUnionoftwosouls.KhensaniNokubonga

DlaminiandLuthandoluhleTumeloNgcobo 

Yes,youheardright 

IwishIhadknownallalongthatthepastorwas

talkingabouthim. 

Hisfamilyhadgivenmeanewname,

Noluthando. 

See,alothashappenedduringthesepastfive

years. 



Kitsoanddadhadanotherson,who'stwoyears

rightnow. 

Well,KamoAndIdidtryhavingsomethingafter

Remowasbornbutitdidn'tworkout. 

Iguesswebothrealizedthatwewerebetteroff

withotherpartnersthanasacouple. 

Hegotmarriedayearagotoaverysweetlady

namedTumalano. 

ThandoandI..Well,let'sjustsay,Ihadcheated

onKamowithhimafewtimes.Somehow,he

wasalwaysthereformeineverything,hewas

therewhenIneededtooffloadandwhenI

neededashouldertocryon. 

WeonlydatedayearafterKamoandIbrokeup.

Turnsout,wewerebothcheatingbutwehadno

hardfeelings. 

RomeowaslivingwithhismotherintheUK.

Turnsout,Luthandodidn'tkillherbutsheleft.I

wasactuallygladhedidn't.Hesaysheliedto



protectus.He'sbeenhonesteversincethen.

She,Shannel,laterrealizedshecouldn'tlive

withouthersonbuthedoescometovisitevery

onceinawhile. 

Nobuhlewasnowheretobefound.Shejust

disappearedintothinair,leavingmetolook

afterhersonbutIdidn'tmind. 

ThuliandTumishoweredating.Istillcan't

believeit.Itallstartedthattimeatthelobola

negotiations. 

Shewasexpecting,stillhardtobelieveitforher

sincethedoctorstoldherthechancesof

conceivingareslimbutGodisstillthegreatest. 

Anyway.Wehadbeentogetherfortwoyears

andnow,married.OnValentinesday.Thevery

samedaywegotbacktogether. 

MotsoandIdidputeverythingbehindusand

theyacceptedmysonandI. 

Sphewasturning9yearsold. 



Remo,wholooksjustlikehisfatherwasturning

5years. 

Andwell,Ihadanothersonwho'sjustturneda

yearlastmonth.HisnameIsSandile. 

It'sbeenagreatjourney. 

I'mgratefulforeveryonewhowasabletoread

mystoryandIreallyhopethatyouhaven't

learnedsomethingfromitandyouwereableto

relatetoit. 

Ihadlivedallmylifetryingtopleasepeople,

tryingtoberelevantandIwasridiculed,

criticizedandscoldedallmylifebutI'mgrateful

becauseallthathappenedhasturnedmeintoa

verystrongwoman. 

Godsaidinhiswordthatarighteousmancan

fallseventimesbuthewillalwaysstand. 

TrustinGodwithallyourmightandleannoton

yourownunderstanding. 

HesaidinJohn14:"33ThesethingsIhave



spokenuntoyou,thatinmeyemighthave

peace.Intheworldyeshallhavetribulation:but

beofgoodcheer;Ihaveovercometheworld."

IcansafelysaythatinthisworldIhavehad

trials,tribulationsandsorrowsbutnow,Ican

boldlysayIhaveseenthegloryofGodinme. 

NevergiveuponGod. 

I'msayingthisassomeonewho,atonepoint

didn'tbelieveinGodbuthisgracewas

sufficientforme. 

Heredeemedme.Ihavebeensaved. 

There'snorighteousman,notevenone. 

EventheBiblesaysinRoman's3:23thatforall

havesinnedandcomeshortofthegloryof

God. 

I,now,awife,mother,andCEOofDlaminico.

Auditingfirm. 

Itwasallbyhismercy,hisgraceandtheblood

ofChristourworldwhichstillsaveseven



today. 

IamNoluthandoNgcoboandthishadbeenmy

story. 

.

*THEEND*


