


PROLOGUE.

HE'SMINETOLOVE.

brownskingirl,yaskinjustpearls

Yourbackagainsttheworldinevertradeyouforanybodyelse.♪♪♪

Oh,haveyoulookedinamirrorlately(lately)

Wishyoucouldtradeeyeswithme(because)

There'scomplexitiesincomplexion

Butyourskin,itglowslikediamonds

DigmeliketheEarth,youbegivin.♪♪♪

im lookingatmyselfinafulllengthmirrorfeelingproudofmyself.

im wearingmygreyformalpants,awhitethenablazerlooking

likeabillionairepowerwoman;thesuitblendswellwithmy

melaninskin.youknowgrowingupiwasveryinsecureaboutmy

complexionspeciallyatmyteenagestagebcsinhighschooli

wasbulliedandbeingcallednameslike"blackmonkey"and"

nomnyamazana"thosewordsdidanumberonmyconfidence,to

theextentwhereiwantedtobleachmyskin.iwassofucken

tiredofpeople'swordsaboutmyskin!ihatedbeingblackandi

blamedmydadforthisbcshe'stheonewho'sdarkbetweenmy



parentsbcsmymom waslightskinned;ikeptquestioningGod

thatwhydidn'thegavemelightskinininsteadjustlikemy

childhoodbestfriendSbahle.

myfamilytriedtotellmethatI'm Beautifulthewayiam buti

didn'tbelievethem bcsithoughtthey'resayingallthatshitbcs

theydon'twanttohurtmyfeelingsuntilSbahleforcedmetoenter

theBeautycontentwheniwas15yearsold,iwassoscaredof

humiliationandrejectiononthatbeautycontent.Suprisinglyi

wontheBeautycontent!iwassoohappyevenmyparents.my

teachersatschoolweresoproudofmeortheyseem too-but

kidsatschoolhatedmelikehellspeciallywhenidatetheschool

rugbycaptainhisnamewasAyabongaPeter.hewasthemost

wantedandhottestguysatschool!hewassoridiculously

handsomeandeverygirlwantedapieceofhim buthewasn't

interestedinanyofthem buthewasinterestedinme;youknowi

willforeverbegreatfulforthatguyseriously,thatdudehelpedme

alot,hebroughtupmyconfidenceback!hewastherethroughit

all;heusedtotellmeim Beautifuleverychancehegotuntili

believedthatim Beautiful-atfirstwhenheapproachedmei

thoughthewantedtogetbetweenmythighsandleavemeafter

thatjustlikeeveryplayerboyouttherebutthepoieyguyproved

mewrong.hedidtheoppositeandim forevergreatfulforthat,

Ayabongawasmyfirstineverything-myfirstboyfriend,hetook

myfirstkiss,myvirginbreaker;Everyonewasjealousofusat

schoolevenmybestfriendSbahle!Shestartedhangingoutwith

wrongpeopleandspreadedliesaboutmeatschool.iwasso

hurtbythatbutwithAyabonganexttomeeverythingwasgood-



hebecamemybestfrienduntilhehadtochangeschools

apparentlyhisfatherfoundajobinJohannesburg,iwassohurt

andbrokenwhenhebrokethosenewstomeicriedmyselfto

sleepeveryday!iwassoangryathisparentsfortakingawaythe

onlypersonwhogetsme,apersonwhotaughtmehowtostand

upformyself,apersonwhohelpedmetobuildmyconfidence.

nowthatim usedtohim theywannatakehim awaybuteventually

heleftandthatwasthelasttimeiheardfrom him .

Kidsatschoolusedtomockedneagainbutthistimeiknewhow

tostandupformyselfuntilnow,rightnowim proudtosaythat

im BEAUTIFUL,im amelaninqueen;myconfidenceiswayto

highnow.ninganya.

"Comeoutalready,wewannaseeyou."saysmysisterHlomla

behindthedoorwaitingimpatientlyformetogetout,mysister

broughtmethisbeautifulsuitbcsim startinganewjobtomorrow

asaP.AatsomecompanynamedTHESTATUCORPORATES.

beingaP.Awasnotsomethingisawmyselfasinfuturebutthe

lackofemploymentinSouthAfricaicouldn'tgetthejobofmy

dreamswhichisnursingbcsihaveadegreeinthatdepartment

butsinceididn'tfindthejobiapplyforanyjobvacatewhich

resultedbeingaP.Aitssomethingbetterthannothavingajobat

allimeanbeggarscan'tbechoosersright?andicouldn'tliveon

mysisterat23yearsoldeventhoughshehasnoproblem withit

butnoican't!she'sbeentakingcareofmesinceiwas17years

old.



wheniturned17,myparentsdied!theydiedonatragiccar

accident;theywerecomingbackfrom workonthatafternoonbut

theydidn'tgethomethatevening.istillrememberthatdaylikeit

wasyesterday-thatdaystihauntsmetillthisday,afterthatmy

sisterHlomlahadtostepupandbeamothertomeandfatherto

meeventhoughshewasstillstudyingatthattime.afterour

parent'sdeathourfamilyfrom myfather'ssiderobbedus

Everything,mymother'sMoneyanddads,theyonlyleftusa

houseandacaronly;therestofotherthingstheysharedthem

amountthemselvesandleftusinthecold!myheartwas

shatterediwassobrokenbeyondcontrolbutthenmysisterwas

thereformealltheway.wehadeachother'sbackuntilshe

finishedherstudiesgraduatedasadoctor,aGynecologisttobe

specific.

"Hlombe?."shecalledoutagainisnappedoutofitandreleasea

shakybreathbeforeopeningthedoorandgotout.theirjaws

wereonthefloor!iclearedmythroat.

Me:howdoilook?

Hlomla:(screaming)ohwsis!youlooklikeafuckenmillionaire.

Ismiled.

Me:iknowright.

wealllaughed.

Me:onaseriousnotethoughbhut'Sandihowdoilook?

bhut'SandiisHlomla'shusband,they'vebeenmarriedfor5years

now;he'slikeafathertoMrsincehlomlaraisedme;theytook



meastheirchildsinceHlomlacan'thavechildren.

bhut'Sandi:youloolyBeautifulbrownie.

yeaheveryonewhoknowsmecallsmeBrownieevenaroundthe

hoodsinceim brownskinned.MysisterisCoconut!bhut'Sandiis

theonewhogaveustheseweirdnamesbutilovethem .

Me:thankyouguys.

Hlomla:itsapleasurebaby,yougoandputoncomfortable

clothesthencomedownstairsAndileiscoming.

ibeamedinexcitementwhilerunningbacktomyroom ,Andileis

bhut'Sandi'sbrotheryoungeronetobeexact.he's25yearshe's

alsomycrush.

Wink

Butthenheseesmeashislittlesisterimagine!heevencallsme

"littleone"imeanreally?can'theseethatiwanthim ?besides

he'snotthatoldhe'sjust2yearsolderthanmeSMH.

anywaysichangedintosweatpantandahoodiequicklyand

sleepersthenheaddownstairs;Andilewasalreadyherebcsican

hearhisuglylaughfrom thestairs.

Me:heyAndile.

isaidasihuggedhim inhalinghiscologne,niggaissmelling

damngood.

Andile:hellobrownie,wassup?



Me:im goodyou?

Andile:im okay.

wesatdown,Hlomlaprayedthenwediggedin.

bhut'Sandi:ain'tyounervousabouttomorrowangel?

isighed

Me:tobehonestiam bcsidon'tknowwhattoexpectthere;i

don'tknowanythingaboutthecompany.

Hlomla:youwillbefinebabydon'tworryyourprettyself,ibelieve

inyou.

Andile:yeahsis'Hlomlaisright,justfocusonwhatyouwentto

dothere,youwillbefine.

Inoded.

Me:thankyouguysim goingtobednow,Goodnight.

ikissedHlomla'scheekthenheadupstairs,itookashowerthen

woremyPyjamasthengotundercovers;ihopeeverythingwillgo

welltomorrowandalsohopethatiwon'tbedealingwitharide

bossorsomething.iputmyheadonthepillowthenslept

immediately.

excusemymanners,myname'sisHLOMBEKAZIROYALTY

DIKANA.im 23yearsold;thelastbornofmylateparents!the

onlyfamilyihaveismysisterHlomlaPowerLayiwhoismarried

toherhusbandSandisoLayi.

staytuned,thisismystory.



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT01.

••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

wakingupearlyhasneverbeenmyfavoritethingtodosincehigh

schooltillvarsityiwasalwayslateandnowim workingbutstilli

can'twakeupearly.

Sigh

usuallyHlomlaistheonewhowakesmeupinthemorningbcs

she'stheearlybirdthatonebuttodayshedidn't!iwokeuponmy

ownbutI'm stillinbedcontemplatingonwakingup;besidesit's

noteven6am yetit's4:30am inthemorningthat'showearlyiam

.icouldn'tsleepbcsim tonervousidon'tknowwhattoexpectin

thatcompanyimeantheStatucorporatesisthebiggestcompany

inourprovince,itisownedbyaBossandhissons.idon'teven

knowthatwhetherthebossisrudeorwhatimeanyouknowhow

ruderichtrustfundkidsarebutthenim theretoworknothingelse

.itrailedoutofmythoughtswhenihearmyphonebeeping-i

tookitfrom thepedestalandturneditonit'samessagefrom

Lubanzi(myboyfriend)



*Goodluckonyourfirstdayatwork,seeyoulater;iloveyou*.

iclickedmytoungeandputmyphonebackonthepedestal.

Sigh

i'vebeendatingLubanzifor2yearsnow,imethim atvarsity

wheniwasdoingmyfinalyearhewasalsodoinghisfinalyear

also;weweredoingthesamemodulesinthesameclass!i

wouldsaythatourrelationshipwasloveatfirstsightbcsi

instantlyfellinlovewithhim thedayilaidmyeyesonhim .we

startedoffasFriendswhilewehadfeelingsforeachotheruntilhe

askedmetobehisgirlfriend.iwassohappybcsialways

fantasizedabouthowhislipsfeltlike,layingmyheadonhishard

chest,beingwrappedaroundthosebigarms.butafterayearwe

datedhestartedchangingafterhefoundanewjobatalocal

clinic;rumoursweregoingaroundthathe'scheatingandallthat

stuff,iknowthoserumoursaretruebutidon'twanttoconfront

him withoutconcreteevidencebcshewilljustthrowafithe's

suchatickingtimebombhewilljustsnapatme.

im broughtbacktoearthbymyalarm it's5am now!

Sigh

Letmejustwakeupbcsiwon'tsleepagainandidon'twannabe

lateonmyfirstdayatwork;iturnedoffmyalarm andkickedoff

theblanketsoffthengotup.imadethebedandopenedthe

curtains-afterthatiheadtothebathroom irinsedmyfacethen



brushedmyteeth,iwentbacktothebedroom andputonmy

sleepersandGownthenheaddownstairs.Everyonewasstill

asleepsoistarttomakebreakfastforeveryone.

whentheclockhits5:30im donewitheverythingsoiputthefood

onthewarmersothaticangoandtakeashowerbeforei

becamelate.

"Heybrownie."iturneditsAndileonhisgym gear,lookslikehe's

goingonamorningjog.

Me:Goodmorning.

Andile:howdidyousleep?

Me:isleptgoodyou?

Andile:isleptwell.

inoded,hetookabottleofwaterfrom thefridgethenputonhis

earphones.

Andile:iwillseeyou.

hekissedmycheekandheadout.iputthedishcloththenhead

upstairstogetready.

at6:15I'm donegettingready,ilookedlikeapowerfulbusiness

womanbutim justaP.Abutnonethelessilookedsublime;these

pantsfitwellwithmyflatass-yesidon'thavethecurvesandbig

assbutislaywithmyflatassandmysmallwaist.ipuffedmy



colognethenappliedmylipglossthenim goodtogo.itookmy

bagthenheaddownstairs!igotthereHlomla,bhut'Sandiand

Andilewerealreadysittedlookinglikethey'rereadyforworktoo.

Me:morning.

Andile'sjawwasonthefloor!imeanduhim theshitiknow;my

sisterandherhusbandweresmilinglikeretardfools.

Andile:wow!

iknowmister,iknow.

Hlomla:youlookgorgeousbaby.

Ismiled.

Me:thankyoulove.

bhut'Sandi:youlooklikeabusinesswoman,you'regoingtoturn

heads.

welaughed.

Me:youknowmos,ineverdisappointkaloku.

bhut'Sandirolledhiseyes,welaughed.Hlomlaprayedthenwe

diggedin.

aftereatingAndilegavemealifttoworksinceHlomlaisgoing

withbhut'Sandi,thedrivetoworkwasquite!imeanwhatdoyou

saytoyourcrushladies?Helpmeout.whatshouldisay?or

shouldiaskthesizeofhisdickmaybe?Lol.im jokingguyshaow

;atleasthe'splayingmusicsoit'slessakward.



Andile:ain'tyounervous?

Me:iam ,alittlebit.

henoded.

Andile:youwillbefine.

Me:yeah.

wefellintoanothersilencethenhisphoneranghelooksatme

anddeclinesit!idon'twannaaskwhy?Itsnoneofmybusiness

ormaybeit'shisgirlfriendorsomething.itookoutmyphoneand

gotbusywithitplayingcandycrush;thecarstoppedinfrontofa

bigbuildingthathasthename"STATU&SONSCORPORATES"

writteninboldletters.iletoutsshakybreathim morenervous

now.

Andile:youcandothis.

inoded.

Andile:nowgo.

hekissedmycheek,itookmybagandgotout!ithankedhim for

theliftthenhedroveoff;iclutchedonmybabtightlythenwalked

inside-im metbyabeautifulwomanonthereception,sheis

smilinglikecrazy,hernameisStaceyitiswrittenonhername

tag.

"WelcometotheStatu&Sonscorporates,im Staceythe

receptionisthowmayihelpyou?."

ismiled.



Me:hiStacey,im hlombekaziDikanathenewP.A,

hereyeswiden.

"Girl!ithoughtyouwereaclientorsomething;imeanyouroutfit

damn".shesaysican'thelpbutlaugh,sjeicrazy.

"Anyways,MrStatujuniorisnothereyetsoyouwillhaveto

arrangehisdiaryandmakehiscoffeewhenhearrives,helikesit

blackandhot.nosugarormilkunderstood?."inoded,nosugar?

howdoyoudrinksomethinglikethat?gross.

Me:okay,thankyouStacey.

"Becarefulneh,thatmanisarudesexymotherfucker."

ilaughedthenwalkedtotheelevator.

••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

"Chulumanco?."

"Yesaunty?."

"Comehere".

ifollowedhertothebedroom ,wegotinsideshelockedthedoor.

"iwantyoutodosomethingforme,don'ttellanyoneaboutthis



itsoursecretneh?."inoded.

"canyoukeepasecret?."inoded.

"WordsChulu".

"YesAuntyican."

"Goodboy,nowcomehere."

icameclosertohersheundomypantsthentookoffmybriefs

andsheplayedwithmypenis,afterthatshetookoffherclothes

andlaidonthebedwithherlegswideopen;shestartedplaying

withherprivatepartmakingweirdsoundsthenshestoppedand

lookedatme.

"Givemeyourhand."shetookmyhandandplaceditinherwet

privatepart.

"Playwithyourhandaroundlikeidid."

"Auntyi-"shecutmeshort.

"dowhatIsaychulumanco."

----------------------------

im wokenupbymyphonemakinghellanoise.

Fuck!!!

ihaven'thadthesedreamsinawhile,whattriggeredit?.

Sigh



ithoughtiwasdoinggreatwithoutthesenightmaresdisturbing

mypeace!evenontheafterlifeNozethuisstilltormentingme.i

hatethatwomanwitheveryfibreinme,ihateherforwhatshe

hasdonetome;sheruinedmyentirechildhoodjustbcsshe'

horny'couldn'tshegoandlookforpeopleatherageorsomething

.

attheageof12yearsiwasmolestedorshouldisaysexually

abusedbymyauntNozethu,shewasmymother'ssisterwewere

allstayingatthesamehousewithmymom ,dad,auntZethu,my

bigbrotherChumanithenme.butatthattimemybrotherwasin

boardingschoolandiwasstartinghighschool;myparentswere

bothworking!myfatherwasbusystartinghiscompanythattime

andmymom wasanurseataprivatehospital.thisthingofAunt

zethustartedbywhenshelikedtolookatmeinaweirdwaybuti

didn'tgiveitmuchattentionthenitescalatedwhensheusedto

burgeintothebathroom whileim bathingandshewouldwatch

evenbutididn'tpayattentionalso!imeanthisismyauntmos

andim practicallyherchildsoshewon'tdoanythingtome.she

keptdoingthisuntilistartedfeelinguncomfortablebythis;i

decidedtolockthedoorwhenI'm bathingsoshecouldn'tcomein

.Butonedayistillrememberitlikeyesterdaymyparentswereat

workthatday-itwasMondaymorningididn'tgotoschoolbcsi

wasfeelingundertheweather!soshecalledmeintoherroom as

usualandmademeplaywithhervaginaandshesuckedmydick.

shekeptdoingthiswhenmyparentsarenotarounduntiliwas15



years.onedayitwasjuneholidaysmyparentswereatworkbut

theGod'sgracemydadforgottenhisfilethatdaysohecame

homeunexpected;shefoundusintheloungemyauntwas

kneelinginfrontofmesuckingmydick,eventhoughshe'sbeen

doingthisforyearsiwouldstillcryeverytimeshedidthattome.

somyfathersawwhatZethuwasdoingandmecryingonthe

othersidehelostitandbeatenhertodeaththenhecalledmy

mothertocomeandseethis-thewaymymothercriedthatday

stillhauntsme;sheblamedherselfforagreeingZethutostay

withussoitoldthem everythingthatZethumademedoandthey

suggestedthatishouldseeatherapistbutirefusedbcsithought

iwasfineandthenightmaresdisappeared.

wheniwas20yearstheycamebackbutididn'ttellmyparents;i

wasamannowsoicouldhandledthem .sincethatinever

trustedanywomenbesidesmymom andyoungersisterof

course.I'veneverdatedbeforeorhadaseriousrelationshipi

becameaplayerandplayedwithheartsnotthatim proudofthat..

Sigh

ismashedgirlsuntilnow,isnappedoutofmythoughtswheni

hearmyphoneringsagainitsMonica(mybabymama).i

answered.

Me:talk.

Monica:isthishowyouansweryourphonenow?

iscoffed.



Me:talkwoman!

isnapped.

Monica:whoah!noneedtogetworkedup,im callingyoubcs

Teyanawantstotalktoyou.

isighed.

Me:giveherthephone.

iheardsomesuffling.

"HeyDaddy!."

ismiled,mybabygirlistheonlypersonwhopushesmetowake

upeverydayandgotoworksothaticouldprovideforher.

Me:heyYana,howareyoudoing?

"Im finedaddy,howareyou?."Me:im goodbaby,imissyou.

shegiggled.

"imissyoutoodad,caniseeyoutoday?."

Me:yesbabyyoucan,iwillcomeandpickyouuplateronokay?

."

"Okaydad."

Me:Daddylovesyou.

"Iloveyoutoodad."

Me:byeAngel.

ihungup.



thislittlechatwithmydaughtermademyday,Monicaisthe

womanimet6yearsagoinaclub.shewasmyonenightstand

butshefellpregnanttoourBeautifuldaughterLiyanaTeyana

statu;she'ssuchachatterboxandshe'stoosmartforherage.

Anywaysicheckedthetimeits6:15ihavetogetreadyforwork,

soafterifinishedvarsityijoinedmydadinhisbusinessatStatu&

Sonscorporates;iam aCOOthere.ialsoownarestaurantsince

ilovedcookingwheniwasyounginfantistilldo-soigotoffthe

bedandmadeitthenopenedmycurtainsandwindowsthen

disappearedtothebathroom iwashedmyfacethenbrushedmy

teeth!igotinsidetheshowerandletthehotwaterrunallovermy

body.

at6:45im alldone,ipuffedmycolognethentookmybagandcar

keysthenheaddownstairs.sinceim nothungryitookanapple

andheadout,igotinsidemycaranddroveofflisteningtomusic;

musicreallyhealedme,ithelpedmewheniwasinabadspace.i

arrivedatworkandparkedmycarthengotout-im welcomedby

Stacey'ssmileonthereceptionist,herfaceisperfectforthisspot

.

Me:morningStacey.

"GoodmorningMrStatu,yournewP.Ahasalreadyarrived.she

willupdateyouonyourday".

ifrowned.



Me:mynewP.A?

"YesMrStatu,LwandleresignedsoMrStatuseniorrecommend

anotherone."

inoded.

Me:okaythankyouStacey,didyoutellherwhatshe'ssupposed

todo?

"yesidid."

Me:okaysure.

iwalkedtotheelevatorthenpressedmyfloornumber.

mynameisCHULUMANCOLUPHELOSTATU,im 27yearsold.a

fathertoLiyanaTeyanaStatu,abrothertoChumaniLuthando

statuandChumisaLusandaStatu.im asonofPatriciaand

MzwandileStatu!im justafuckeduppersonwhowasmolested

byhisauntandleftmebroken.Thisismystory,

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT02.

••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

TheStatu&SomeCorporatesisabigandbeautifulCompanyto

behonest,eachandeveryonehereisdedicatedtotheirjobsand

they'reverywelcomingsuchahealthyenvironmenttoworkat;so

aftertalkingtoStaceyiwentstraighttostationorshouldisay

officetoseemyspace.itwasverycosyandspaciousbutalittle

bitdirty!lookslikethepreviousP.Awasn'tmuchofaneatperson

bcsthey'repapersanddustEverywhere.soicleanedaroundin

themeantimewheniwasdoneitsmellsgreatandveryneat-then

theofficephonerangianswered.

Me:MissDikanahello?

"HeyGirlitsStacey,MrStatuseniorrequestedameetingina

boardroom in10minutesbethere.

Me:alrightthankyouStacey.

ihungup,iarrangedtheboss'sdiarythenheadtotheboardroom

,imetStaceyonthewaytheresowewalkedtogether!everyone

washere-otherswereseatedandotherswerestandingwaiting

fortheirbossestocomethrough,iwasseatedonthechairnext

toStacey.



Stacey:hl-umhdon'tyouhaveanicknameorsomething?your

nameisdifficulttoprounonce.

ilaughed,imeanshe'swhitemossomynameisboundtobe

hardonher.

Me:mynicknameisBrownie.

shegiggled.

Stacey:okaybrownie,iloveyourskinitsflawless.

Ismiled.

Me:thanks,ialsoloveyoureyesandhair.

Stacey:thankslover,yourhairisverylongman!

ismiled,thenthedooropenedanoldhandsomemanwalkedin

withtwoothersexyGentlemen;ilookedatStaceywhosmiled

andwinkedatme.

Me:(whispering)whoarethesesexymotherfuckers?

shelaughedsilently.

Stacey:(whispering)MrStatuseniorandhissons.

inoded.

Me:(whispering)who'smybossthere?

shepointedattheotherguywholooksyoungthantheotherone.

helookshandsomenolies!ilovehisskintoneitsBrownlike

mine.MrStatuseniorclearedhisthroatweallgavehim ourfull

attention.



"GoodmorningladiesandGentlemenitsgoodtoseeyouallthis

Monday,freshandallthatwithouthangovers."hesaystheyall

laughed,atleasthehassomesenseofhumour.

"Anywayswecalledthisstaffmeetingbcswewantedto

welcomethenewstaffwehavethisweek,wewelcomeyouat

Statu&Sonscorporatesihopethatyouwillenjoyworkinghere

andwewillrespecteachother."Weallnoded.

"Thankyou,lastlyiwanttointroduceyoutomysons,thisis

ChumanistatumyeldersonthenthisisChulumancomyyounger

son;ihopeyouwillrespectandworkwiththem .Meeting

adjourned."

theystoodupandwalkedout.

Stacey:youbettergetyourflatassupandgomakethatcoffee

beforethatsexyrudethingretaliates.

ilaughed.

Me:yeahletmego.

iquicklywalkouttheboardroom andheadstraighttothekitchen!

imadethecoffee.Staceysaidhelikesitblackwithnosugarand

milkneh?yeah.aftermakingthecoffeeiwentstraighttohis

officeandknockedtwice.

"Comein."abold,baritonevoicesaysinside-ireleaseashaky

breaththenopenedthedoorandgotin.Mrwasbusyinhislaptop

wearingeyeglasses,helookedridiculouslyhandsome.

"Whenyou'redonestaringyoucanputthecupdownsoican



drinkitbeforeitgetscold."hesaidwithoutlookingatme,i

clearedmythroatandputthecoffeedown.

"Shouldiremindyouthatyoushouldreadmydiaryforme?or

youdon'tknowyourjob?."irolledmyeyes.Rudemotherfucker.

Me:sorrysir,umhtodayyourdayisnotthatbusy;youhavea

meetingwithMrSmithat10am intheboardroom andat1pm you

haveameetingwithMrHlatshwayothenat2pm youhavealunch

withyourbrother.

hetookoffhisglassesandlookedatme.

"Thankyoumiss?."

Me:Dikana.

"YesMissDakana,youcanfixtheboardroom formesolong;

youmaybeexcused."

inodedthentookmythingsandheadout.

ifinishedfixingtheboardroom theniquicklywenttotherestroom

toreleasemyselfsinceI'vebeenpressedthewholeday,ididmy

businessthenwashedmyhandswheniwasabouttoexitthe

dooribumpedintoaguy.

"Ohgodim sorry."

ismiled.

Me:itsokaydon'tworryaboutit.

"youmustthenewP.Abrownie?."



heasked,ifrownedhowdoesheknowme?itsnoteven7hours

sinceI'vebeenherebutlookslikeeveryoneknowsme.

Me:yeahiam .

hesmiled,helooksgay.

"Yesam igaysweartheart,mynameisLunele."

igiggled,imusthavesaidthatoutloud.

Me:nicetomeetyouLunele.

Henoded.iwalkedpasthim andwalkedstraighttomyoffice.i

tooktheofficephoneandcalledthatSexyprick.heanswered.

"MissDikana?".

howdidheknowitwasme?.

Me:theboardroom isreallysir.

"Okay,thankyou."ihungupandgettowork.

•••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

"NicedoingBusinesswithyouStatu,ihopewewillworkgreat

together."saysMrSmithshakingmyhand

Me:ihopesotooSmith,travelsafely.

"Thankyou."Hesaidandwalkedaway,isighedandsatdownon

thechair!beinginanofficethewholedaycanbetiringasfuck,

youdealwithrudeoralwayscomplainingclientswhowantswork

tobedoneexactlythesametheywant.istoodupandtookmy

thingsthenheadtomyoffice.OnthewayibumpedintoStacey;

godthisgirltalksfordaysandim notinthemoodrightnow.

Stacey:MrStatujuniorcanyoupleasetellBrownietocomeand

eatlunchwithus.

Ifrowned.

Me:whothehellisBrownienow?

Stacey:ohsorrysir,MissDikana.

Me:alrightStacey,nowgobacktowork.

shewalkedaway,igotinsidemyofficeiputmythingsandseat

down-itooktheOfficephoneandcalledMissDikana.she

answered.

"MissDikanahello?."

shesays,hervoiceissweetandverysoothing.youcanlistento

itthewholedaywithoutgettingbored.



"Hello?."isnappedoutofitandclearedmythroat.

Me:MissDikana,Staceysaidimusttellyouthatyouwilleat

lunchwiththem .

"Ohokay,thanksforlettingmeknow.

ihungup.thengetbusywithwork.

whentheclockhits5pm iwasalreadydonewitheverything,im

dogtiredineedahotshowerandmybedbutistillhavetoget

Liyanafrom Monica'shouse.

Sigh

Monicacanbedramaticattimesandireallydon'tneedherdrama

rightnow.ipackedmythingsandtookmyblazerandcarkeys

thenheadout,myphoneringswhenim abouttoreachthe

elevatoritsmymother,ianswered.

Me:firstlady.

shechuckled.

Mom :heyboy,howareyou?.

iscoffed.

Me:mom im 27yearsoldandafatheryouneedtostopcalling

meBoyanywaysim finehowareyou?

Mom :im goodiwasjustcheckinguponyou.

Sigh



eversincethatAuntZethuSaga,Mom andDadhasbeentreating

melikeachild,liketotallywantingtoknowmyeverymove;i

meanIam anoldmanicantakecareofmyself.

Me:thanksforcheckingmom ,igottagonow.

Mom :okaybye,iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutooMa.

shehungup,iputmyphonebackintomypocketthengetinside

theelevator.ireachedthelastfloorandgotouttheelevator.

StaceywaswithMissDikanaatthereceptionistlaughing

whateveratherphone.Okayguysineedtobehonestthisgirlis

Bomb!she'sfuckenprettylikehell,ilovehermelaninskinandall

thatbutnahshe'snotmytype;thetypesivibewithareyellow

bones,thickgirlsyouknoweventhoughidon'ttrustwomanbut

sexissexbakwethu.ibidGoodbyestothem thengotinsidemy

caranddroveofftoMonica'shouse.

"Byemommy,seeyoutomorrow."saysmylittleLiyanawaving

tohermommy.

Me:let'sgoYana,itsgettinglate.

wegotinsidethecaranddrove.

Me:howwasschoolAngel?.

"Schoolwasfinedaddy,imadeanewfriend."

ismiled,iknowshe'sabouttobeachatterboxnow.



Me:really?what'shername?.

"She'solona,andshe'sveryprettyandnicelikeme?."

shekepttalkingnon-stoptellingmeaboutthisnewfriendifhers

andallthat.whenshefinishedwaswasalreadystrugglingto

breathe.iwaslaughingmyassout!ilovemybabygirl,she'sthe

lightineedinlife.

tobecontinued..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT03.

•••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

thankGod!itstimetogohome,i'vebeeninthisplacethewhole

dayyho,im sotiredijustneedsomewarm pizzaandmybedonly

;LunchwithLuneleandStaceywasgreatienjoyedmyselfthey're

suchnicepeopletobearoundwith,Luneleisafunpersoniwas

laughingnon-stopwiththem untilmylunchended.ididn'tknow

beinginofficethewholedaywasthisboringyho!ijustwantedto

beoutandgetsomefreshairbutiwasn'tthatboredbcsLunele

keptmecompany.sonowiwaswaitingforStaceytowrapup

herthingssothatwecangobutshewilltakeanUbersinceshe

livesinthesuburbsmnakeim ahoodgirliliveinthehoodsothe

ubersdon'tgothere.whileiwasstillwaitingforStacey;Mrsexy

prickpassedbyandgreetedthenexitthedoor.thisguyistoo

handsomeforhispersonality,he'sjustplainrudeandarroganti

wonderhowisGirlfrienddealwithafuckerlikehisifhedoeshave

one.

Sigh



Staceyistakinghersweettimenow,ineedtogethomeim so

famishedandhungryontopofthat.

Me:Staceyhurryupman!

"takeachillpillbrowniejeez,youknowthatican'tleavethings

unorganizedherebcsThatsexymotherfuckercanbegrumpyin

themornings."

ilaughed,the'sexymotherfucker'ismyboss,Staceyhasno

filtershespeakswhatcomestomindfirst.

Me:im leavingyoubehindmna.

"Itsokay,youcango;iwillseeyoutomorrow."

ikissedhercheekthentookmybagandwalkedout.isighed,

nowihavetowalktothetaxiranksinceHlomlaisstillatwork

andidon'twannabeaburdentoAndile.itookoutmyearphones

thenpluggedinmyphonethenlistentomusicwhilewalkingto

therank.

at5:40iwasarrivingatmyhood,thetaxidroppedmeonthetuck

shoparoundthecornersoiwalkedhome-itsnotthatfarjust5

housesaway.

"Brownie?."someonecalledbehindmeiturneditsLubanzi,i

rolledmyeyesinannoyance.

Me:yes?

Lubanzi:hiunjani?(howareyou)



Me:im okaywena?(you)

hesighed.

Lubanzi:imissyouBrownie,younolongerspendstimewithme,

what'sgoingon?don'tyoulovemeanymore?

Sigh,idon'thavetimeforthisseriously-honestlyilostinterestin

thisguy;hejustboresmeidon'tknowwhyim stillwithhim .

Me:Lubanzindidiniweijustwannagohomeandsleepplease

ndakcela.(im tired,please)

hescoffed.

Lubanzi:udiniwe?im talkingaboutrelationshipherewena

undixeleleundiniweheeemanHlombekaziareyoustillintome?

(Tired?youtellingmeyou'retired)

Sigh,letmejustbursthisbubble.

Me:tobehonest?YesLubanziim nolongerintoyou!im tiredof

thisonandoffrelationshipiwantout.

helaughedsarcastically.

Lubanzi:youwantout?huh?Hlombekazihaveyoufound

someonebetter?.

ijustclickedmytoungeandwalkedawayleavinghim callingme

behind.nxmydayistotallyruined;iarrivedathomebhut'Sandi's

carwasonthedriveway.iopenedthedoorandwalkedin,he

waswatchingsoccerhavingabeeritookoffmyshoesandthrew

myselfinthecouch.



Me:hellobhuti.

bhut'Sandi:hiAngel,youlooktired.

Me:im sotired,whydidn'tyoutellmethatsittingintheoffice

thewholedaycanbesooboring?

heburstoutlaughing.

bhut'Sandi:itsnotthatbadhaybo.

Me:yeahright,Hlomlaisnotbackyet?

henoded.

bhut'Sandi:she'srunninglate,don'tcookdinneribroughtpizza.

ismiled.

Me:you'resuchaGodsend,iactuallycravedforit;letmegoand

takeashoweriwillbeback.

bhut'Sandi:okay.

istoodupanddraggedmyselfupstairs,igotinsidemyroom and

strippednakedthengotinsidetheshowerandlethotwaterrunall

overmybody.

•••••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ihatebeingallaloneinthisbighouse,itjustmakesmethinkalot

somethingidon'twantbcsithinkalotuntilmymindtracetomy

pastwhichidon'twannathinkabout.

Sigh

mybabygirlhasretiredtobedlongtimeago,im justsittinghere

ontheloungelookingatthesefourbigwallsaroundme.attimes

likethisiwishedtohaveafamilyofmyown,likeawifeandmy

kidstocomehometoafterwork;mywifetotalktoafteralong

dayatwork!cominghometoahomecookedmealbutthenall

thatitsdream .Nozethuruinedallthatforme.shemadesure

thatshewillruinmeuntiihadnohopeinwoman,sheruinedthe

trustihadforwoman-theonlywomanitrustitsmymom andmy

littlesisteronlyanditsadraghonestlybcsineedawomaninmy

lifeican'tgrowoldalonebutcan'tbringmyselftotrustany

womenspeciallytheoldonesijustthinkthey'regoingtohurtme

orthey'regoingtodoaxactlywhatNozethudid.

Sigh

myphoneringsit'sChumaniianswered.

Me:bawo.

Chumani:bafohowsit?

Me:im goodbafowena?.

Chumani:yeahim fine,wannagrabsomemeatandbeer?.



Me:iwouldlovetoobutYanaishere.

Chumani:ohokaysharp,seeyouneh.

Me:shobawo.

ihungup.

istoodupandwalkedupstairs,istrippednakedandgetinside

theshower.ilotionedthengotundercoversandslept

immediately.

ifeltcoldhandsrunningallovermyface,islowlyopenedmy

eyesim metbyYana'scutefaceismiled.

Me:heyAngel,whyareyouawakethisearly?

shegiggled.

Yana:icouldn'tsleepanymore.

inodedandtookmyphoneonthepedestaltocheckthetime;its

6:30im sogonnabelatetoday.

Me:goandwatchCartoonssolong,iwillbedowninafew.

shenodedandkissedmycheekthenranout.igotoffthebed

andmadeit!iopenedthecurtainstheweatherislittlebitcold

today.imademywaytothebathroom thenrinsedmyfaceand

brushedmyteeth;iworemysleepersandheaddownstairs.

Madam wassofocusedonthetvwatchingcartoons.

Me:goandbrushyourteethbaby,iwillpreparebreakfastso

long.

Yana:okayDaddy.



sheranupstairs,imadeacerealforherthenmadesomeEnglish

breakfastforme.

at7:15im donewitheverythingI'm goodtogobutmissYanais

busywithwhateverinherroom takinghersweettimeandim also

runninglate.

Me:HurryupLiyana!

shecamedownstairsrunning,iputonherschoolbagthenwe

headout;wegotinsidethecaranddroveoff.iarrivedather

school.

Me:haveagooddaybaby,Daddylovesyou.

Yana:iloveyoutoodad.

shekissedmycheekandgotoutthecar,iwatchedhergetting

insideherschoolthenidroveoff.iarrivedatworkandparkedmy

carthengotout,

"GoodmorningMrStatu,youlookgoodtoday."saidStaceyasi

gotin;ichuckled.

Me:morningandthankyouStacey,hasmyP.Aarrived?

"yessir,she'shere."inodedandwalkedaway.igotinsidethe

elevatorandpressedmyfloornumber.

whenireachedmyfloorMissDikanawaspacingupanddownin

frontofmyofficelookingpissed.

Me:andthen?



shestoppedandlookedatme.

"Wherethehellhaveyoubeen?MrSmithhasbeentryingus

runningaroundlikeheadlesschickenstryingtogetholdofyou."

shesaidraisinghervoice,iraisedmybrowather;whodoesshe

thinksheistospeaktomethismanner?.

Me:excuseyou!whodoyouthinkyouaretoraiseyourvoiceat?

youngladyyoubetterwatchyourmouthwhenyoutalktomeim

notyourfriend."

shescoffed.

"ListenMrStatuwithallduerespect,whetheryouareabossor

notyouarriveontimesothatyoucansortoutyourclient,what

exampleareyousettingforyourworkers;areyoushowingthem

thatarrivinglateit'sagoodthingtodo?thisbusinesswillfalljust

bcsoflackofpunctuality.allofusherewe'reworkingourasses

outtomakesurethatthiscompanyissuccessfulsowedeservea

littlebitofrespect.youbettertalktoMrSmithbeforeitellhim

wheretogetoffbcsiwon'tacceptill-treatmentfrom Clientjust

bcstheybringmoneyhere.anywaysMrSmithiswaitingforyou

intheboardroom ."withallthatsaidshewalkedaway.im left

heregobsmackedashell.someoneclappedhandsbehindmei

turneditsChumani-hehasasillysmirkonhisface.

Chumani:wow!isalutewhoeverthatgirlis,noonehaseverhad

gutstospeaktoyoulikethatbutshedid.

irolledmyeyes.

Me:yeahwhatever.



hejustburstoutlaughing,Chumaniisrightnowomanhadguts

tospeaktomelikethat!thefireinhermakesmydicktwitches,

damn.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT04.

•••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

im sopissedoff,im sooangryyouknow;im madatMrStatu

whodoeshethinkheis?thepresidentmaybe?Fatherofthe

Earth?Nx.hehasabsolutelynorighttotreatusthewayhedid

he'sjustaclienthereandMrStatubeinglateisnonofour

businesswedidn'tsendhim tobelateevenlowoMrstatuhis

attitudeandarrogancetickedmeoffheshouldbeapologising

thathe'slatebutnothatsexyprickjustaskedmeifIknowwho

am italkingto?imeanreally?Didhehavetobethatarrogant?

Sigh

Buttheniwasalsowrongforspeakingtohim likethathe'sstill

mybosshecanfiremeanytimehewants;ishouldn'thaveraised

myvoiceathim im surehefeltdisrespected.Maybeishouldtalk

tohim beforeilosethisjob!isnappedoutofitwhenIhearthe

officephoneringsisighedbeforeanswering.

Me:MissDikanahello?



"Browniecometomyofficenow."

thelinewebtdead,mxm thissexyprickhasnorespectatall;

he'splainrude.istoodupandfixedmyskirtbeforeheadingto

hisoffice-iknockedtwiceandheletmein.

Me:youcalledformesir.

MrStatu:youmaysitdown.

idoastold.

MeStatu:icalledyouhereregardingthismorning,ididn'tlike

whatyoudidearlieronifeltreallydirespected.

isighed.

Me:iapologizeMrStatuidon'tknowwhatgotintome;forgive

me.

MrStatu:listenmissDikanainhereI'm yourbossandyou'remy

personalassistantnotyourfriend,youdon'ttalktomehowever

youseefitswehaveboundarieshereandiwon'tbedirespected

byyou.ifyou'retiredofworkinghereyou'rewelcometoresign

sweetheart.

hesaidlookingatmewithastraightface.

Me:asisaidiApologizeformybehaviorididn'tmeanto

disrespectyoulikethat.

Henoded.

Me:butthere'sonethingthatiwon'tapologizefor.

heraisedhisbrowlookingatme,sweetlordthisguyissexyman!



MrStatu:whichis?

Me:thebossbeinglateisincompetence,iwon'tapologizefor

sayingthatbcsyouknowitstrue;asabossyouneedtosetan

exampletoyouremployeessothattheycanlearnfrom you-even

yourclientslikeMrSmithneedstobetoldwheretogetoffbcs

he'sjustpuredisrespectful,hedoesn'trespectusasemployees

ofthiscompanyjustbcshebringsmoneyorwhateverthat

doesn'tmeanheshouldill-treatus.weworkourassesoffto

makesurethatthiscompanydoesn'tcollapseoritrunssmoothly!

youbetterteachhim somerespectoriwilldoitforyou.

helookedstraightintomyeyesforaminutethensmiledalittle.

MrStatu:iheardyouloudandclearMissandiwilltellMrSmith

whatyousaid....andohanotherthingyou'recomingwithmeto

thelunchmeetingat2pm Brownie.

iraisedmybrowathim .

Me:Brownie?

Hechuckled.

MrStatu:yeahiheardthenamearoundthisplace.

inoded.

MrStatu:that'sallfornow,youmayleave.

ismiledandstoodup.

Me:thankyou.

iwalkedout,igetinsidetheelevatorandpressedthefirstfloor.i



gotthereandwalkedStraighttoStacey;shesmiledatme.

Me:heylover.

Stacey:heybabe.

Me:icametotellyouthatiwon'tbeeatinglunchwithyouguys

today.

Shefrowned.

Stacey:why?

Me:im goingtoalunchmeetingwithMrStatu.

shesmiledandnoded.

Stacey:okay,iwillletLuneleknow.

Me:okaybye.

iwalkedbacktotheelevator.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

hersweetscentstilllingersaroundthewholeroom ,makingthe

wholeofficesmellslikeher.ichuckledshakinghead!Brownieis

fuckenstubbornthere'ssomethingabouther;shehasthatfire

insideheryouknow-ilikeherfiercespiritshe'sunapologeticto

somethingsheknowsitsright.shestandshergroundonwhat

shebelievesin,she'ssuchaninterestingwoman.nowomanhas

everhadgutstospeaktomelikethewayshedid-shelookedat

meintheeyeandtalkedsomethingmanygirlsfailedtodo!i

applaudherbravery.

Sigh

Remindmewhyam ithinkingaboutheragain?Becauseidon't

knowwhy,maybeineedtogetlaidsothaticantakemymindoff

thingsbcsim startingtothinkrubbishnow.itrailedoutofmy

thoughtswheniheartheofficephoneringsianswered.

Me:brownie?

Brownie:Sirthereare3guysheresayingthey'reyourfriends,

shouldiletthem through?

Me:yesletthem in.

shedroppedthecall.

Whatarethesemotherfuckersdoinghere?theseguyswillmake

meloosefocusonmyworknow.thedoorflewopentheyallgot

inmakinghellanoise.



Me:boys!!!

theygreetedbackandsettledonthecouch.

Kungawo:unqabilebawo.(you'rescarcebro)

Me:workkeptmebusyyouknow.

Bonga:whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouhavehottiesinhere?i

meanyourP.Adude!

welaughed.

Me:hayiBonganiholdyourself.(No)

Phila:ilikethewhitechickatthereceptionshehasacuteface

andbeautifuleyes.

ichuckled,thesemotherfuckersloveseveryskirtthatpassesby;

Kungawoismybestfriendimethim invarsitywhenIwasdoing

mysecondyearwe'vebeenfriendseversincethen-alongthe

waywemetBongani,PhilasandethenAyabongabuthe'snot

here,hewenttoabusinesstripinJohannesburg.

Bonga:let'sgooutlateron,havesomebeersandgirlsyouknow.

Me:goout?onaTuesdaynight?hayinimajita.(Nogents)

Kungawo:yeahmanlet'sgoout,Ineedsomefreshair;Manda

hasmebytheballs.

Welaughed.

Kungawo:rhaachuluwhydidn'tyouwarnmeaboutpregnant

women?.



weburstoutlaughing.

Me:hadentwana!iwasveryluckymnabcsMonicaandiwere

notdatingsoshedidn'tgivememuchofahassleijustbrought

everythingshewantedthenheadstraighthome.

Hesighed.

Kungawo:she'sdrivingmenuts.

Kungawoistheonlymarriedoneamoungus,someoneknocked

onthedoor.

Me:comein.

ThedooropenedBrowniegotin.

Phila:tsimadoda!

Bonga:semhle.(you'rebeautiful)

Kungawo:hibabygirl.

theyburstoutlaughing,Browniewasuncomfortable.

Me:hayinibawo,nimenzauncomfortableBrownie.(nogents

you'remakingheruncomfortable)

Phila:sorrykeBrownie.

shenodedsmiling.

Me:nevermindtheseidiots,whatcanidoforyou?

sheclearedherthroat,thesedudesaremakinghernervous.

Brownie:icametoremindyouaboutthelunchmeeting.



Ifrowned.

Me:isitlunchalready?

shenoded.

Me:okay,thankyoubrownie.

Gents:byeBrownie!

Brownie:byeguys.

Aftershelefttheyburstoutlaughing.

Me:thatisnotcoolguys.

Phila:she'sfuckenBeautifulbro.

Kungawo:indeedsheis.

Me:utshatilekewena.(You'remarried)

Me:Gentsim goingtoalunchmeetingnow,seeyoulaterneh.

Them :surebawo.

wefistbumpedthentheywalkedout.ipackedmythingsthen

walkedoutBrowniewasalreadystandingoutsideheroffice.

Me:let'sgo.

wegotinsidetheelevatorandpressedtheFirstfloor,wereached

thefloorthengotout.

Me:Stacey,missDikanaandIaregoingoutalittle.

Stacey:okaysir.



wewalkedout,wegotinsidemycaranddroveofftomy

restaurantwe'regoingtohavethismeetingthere.

"NicedoingbusinesswithyouStatujunior,iwillbeintouch;

haveanicedaymissDikana."saysMrFerazshakinghandswith

me,themeetingwentprettywellididn'texpectitbcsMrFerazis

adifficultmantoimpress.

Brownie:likewiseMrFeraz.

hewalkedaway.

Me:let'sorder.

Browniecalledawaitertocomeandtakeourorder,fewminutes

thewaitercamebackwithourfoodanddrinks,wethankedhim

anddiggedin.

ihadanicetimewithBrownie,she'ssuchagoodcompanytobe

honest!she'sverytalkativeandfunny;I'vebeenlaughingather

sillyjokesandstories.she'sverybeautifulwhenshesmilesor

laugh.

Brownie:whatareyouthinkingabout?

isnappedoutofit.

Me:nothing.

Brownie:youknowatsomepointyouhavetotalkaboutitsothat

youcanletgo.

shesaidlookingstraightintomyeyeswithoutevenblinking,



funnythingshehasasmileonherface.

Ifrowned.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Brownie:youknowwhatam talkingaboutbutworrynot,

Everyonehasastorytotell.

ijustlookedathernotknowingwhattosay.



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT05.

••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

ihadagreatdaywithChulumanco,yeshetoldmehisname;he

saidican'tcallhim MrStatuinpublicicancallhim intheoffice

notinpublic.he'ssuchagoodcompanyshamewetalkedand

laughed!he'ssomaturedmanEverythinghesaysmakessense

butwithalittlebitofarroganceyouknow-atleasthewasn'trude

forfewminutes.imeantwhatisaidtohim thatheshouldletgo

whateverthatisholdinghim back.icanseeitinhiseyesthat

happenedinthepastthatmaybetraumatizedhim bcswhenever

wetouchedmymistakehisbodywouldtenseup!itslikehe

doesn'tlikebeingtouchedbyawomanidon'tknow.whenweleft

therestaurantiwasalreadytipsysohetoldmetogohomehe

willmanagealoneitriedtoprotestsbutheheardnoneofthatsoi

lethim be.

sohegavemealifthomesincethetaxirankwaslittlebitfarfrom

heresoiwon'tbeabletowalkthere.



Me:thankyouforthelift.

Henoded,heparkedfewhousesawayfrom myhome.

Chulu:itsokay,icouldn'tletyouwalkonyourownsinceI'm the

onewhomadeyoudrinkandbesideswomanain'tsafeoutthere.

Me:thankyou,iwillseeyoutomorrow;don'tbelate.

Herolledhiseyes.

Chulu:yeahwhatever.

igotoffthecarandbidgoodbyestohim andwalkedaway.igot

homeAndilewastherewithhisfriendLuyanda;theywere

watchingTVhavingbeers.

Me:heyguys.

Luyanda:hi.

Andile:lookslikesomeoneisdrunk.

Me:yeahineedsomesleep.

iwalkedpastthem andheadupstairs-igotintomyroom and

throwmyselfontopofthebed,ifeltsleepcomingiclosedmy

eyesthenfallintoadeepslumber.

iwokeupfeelingcold,iopenedmyeyesandlookedaroundthe

room itssodarkandthecurtainsarestillopen-istoodupand

wenttoclosethewindowsandcurtains.iturnedonmyPhone

its7pm intheevening;itookmyclothesthenworemyPyjamasi

wenttothebathroom andwashedmyfacethenbrushedmyteeth



.iworemysleepersthenheaddownstairs.thefamilywas

watchingTVinthelivingroom soiwentandthrewmyselfonthe

couchnexttoHlomla.

Hloma:finallysomeoneisawake.

Me:heyguys.

bhut'Sandi:youlooktired.

igiggled.

Me:idon'tknowifihaveahangoverorwhat?

bhut'Sandi:hangover?we'reyoudrinking?

inoded.

Me:yeahwithChulu.

Hlomla:who'sthat?

Me:myboss.

Hlomla:yourboss?isn'therudenow?

Me:nop,hewasn'ttodaybutthenyouneverknowwiththatman;

todayhe'sinagoodmoodandtomorrowhe'sgrumpyyho.

shelaughed.

Hlomla:youwillgetusedtohim ,yourfoodisintheoven.

Me:okaythanks.

istoodupandheadtothekitchenitookmyphonethenAndile

cametothekitchenwhileiwaspouringthejuice.



Andile:Brownie?

Me:yes?

Andile:ineedyourhelpwithsomething.

Me:okay?whatisit?.

hesighed.

Andile:LuyandahasabraaiathishousethisSaturdayandhe

invitedmeandsaidishouldcomewithapartner.

Me:O-kay,soyouwantmetobeyourdate?.

henoded.

Andile:there'smore.

Me:sayitkalokuAndile.

Andile:ineedyoutopretendtobemyGirlfriend.

ilookedathim ,isheserious?

Me:Girlfriend?

henoded.

Andile:thethingisLusanda-Luyanda'ssisterhasbeenthrowing

herselfonmesoitoldherthatihaveagirlfriendsothatshecan

stop.

igiggled.

Me:Andiledon'ttellmethatyou'reafraidofawoman!

hechuckled.



Andile:itsnotim afraidofherorsomethingit'sjustthatshe's

olderthanme;pleasebrownieI'm beggingyou-iwillbuyyou

whateveryouwant.

iSmiled.

Me:really?

henodded.

Me:okay,iwillbeyour'Girlfriend'then.

hesmiledandcametohugme,iClearedmythroat.

Me:youcanletgonow.

hepulledout.

Andile:thankyou,maybethatwomanwillleavemealonenow.

welaughed.

Me:maybe.

itookmyfoodthenheadtothelivingagainwithhim followingme

behind.

••••••••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

whatBrowniesaidtomereallygotmethinking,ican'tseem to

stopthinkingaboutherwords.shejustsaid"atsomepointyou

havetotalkaboutitsothatyoucanletgo"andthat"worrynot,

Everyonehasastorytotell".

Sigh

youknowI'vebeenaroundmanypeoplebutnoneofthem seem

tonoticethatim sufferinginsideevenmyownfriendsexcept

Kungawoyenaheknowsbcshewastherewhenthenightmares

visitmeatnightinvarsitybcshewasmyroommate.butBrownie

noticedeverythingononegoandidon'tlikethatbcsidon'twant

peopleknowingmybusinessexceptmyfamilyofcourse.

"bawoareyouokay?youseem far".saysChumanipokingmei

snappedoutofit.

Me:im finebafo.

Chumani:noyou'renot,what'seatingyouup?

isighed.

Me:Browniesaidsomethingtometoday.

hefrowned.

Chumani:whatdidshesay?

Me:shesaidatsomepointihavetotalkaboutitsothaticould

letgo.



Chumani:didyoutellheraboutwhathappened?

Me:no,shejustbluntedthesewordsout.

Henoded.

Chumani:shesawifthroughyou,somepeoplearegoodwith

theseemotionalshit;theycantellaboutfeelingjustbylookingat

youreyesoryourfacialexpression.

Me:isthatevenpossible?

henoded.

Chumani:mostTherapistsarelikethat.

isighedandsippedonmybeer.

"DINNERISREADY."mom yelledfrom thekitchen,afteri

droppedBrownieoffidroveherestraightsinceimissedmy

family.westoodupandwenttositonthedinnertable.

Dad:youseem downsonwhat'swrong.

Me:nothingican'thandledad.

henoded.

Dad:how'swork?isyournewP.Atreatingyougood?.

Me:workisfineandtiringasalways,andyeahmyP.Aistreating

megood.

Dad:that'sgood,wedon'twantarepeatofSbahle.

Mom camewithfoodandeveryonedishedupforthemselves

whilehavingconversations.



Mom :it'sgoodtohaveallmychildrenononeroof.

Dad:itsalwaysgood,theseboysneedtogetmarriedandstart

theirownfamilies.

Mom smiledwhilelookingatme,sheknowsthistopichas

nothingtodowithme-bcsI'm notgoingtomarryanyoneidon't

wantanyrelationship.

Chumani:yeahright.

afterwefinishedeating,Mom madeChumanianditowashthe

dishes.

Chumani:there'sabraaiatLuyanda'splaceSaturday,youshould

comewith.

Me:nothankyou,iwillpass.

Chumani:ComeonLuphelo,itsjustabraai.thegirlswillbe

therealso!

isighed.

Me:okay,wewillgothen.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT06.

••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

Thefollowingmorningiwokeupwithathrobbingheadache,it

wassoopainfulitwaslikegoingtocrackinbetween.iwishican

stayinbedthewholedaybutthenMrStatucanbegrumpywhen

hewantssoicannotbeonhisbadbookstoday;istretchedmy

handandtookmyphonetothepedestaltocheckthetime.

Sigh

its6h30inthemorningihavetogetupbeforeibecamelate.i

kickedofftheblanketsthengotup,ifixedthebedthenopened

thecurtainsthenheadtothebathroom !irinsedmyfacethen

brushedmyteeth.igotinsidetheshowerandshowered.

at6h53iwasdonewitheverythingijusttiedmyhairandpuffed

mycolognethenim goodtogo,igrabbedmybagandphonethen

headdownstairs.igotthereHlomlawaswashingdishes.

Me:heysis.



Hlomla:heybabyyoudon'tlookgood,areyouokay?

Me:justaheadacheiwillbefine.

shewalkedovertothecabinetandtooksomepillsandhanded

them tomewithaglassofwater;idrankthem .

Me:thankyou.

Hlomla:ain'tyougoingtoeat?

ishookmyhead.

Me:I'm nothungry.

Hlomla:imadeyousomelunch,hereisit.

shegavemeaTupperwarecontainerithankedher.

Me:haveanicedaysis,iloveyou.

Hlomla:youtoobaby,iloveyoutoo.

ikissedhercheekthenranout.

at7h25iarrivedatwork,im metbyStacey'sBeautifulface.

Me:heystace.

Stacey:heylover,youdidn'tcomebackyesterday.

igiggled.

Me:icouldn'tcomeback,iwasdrunk.

shegasp.



Stacey:whyareyoudrinkingatofficehours?doyouwantthat

sexymotherfuckertofireyou?

irolledmyeyes.

Me:ohStacey,he'stheonewhomademedrunksohewon'tfire

me.

shesquintedhereyeslookingatme.

Stacey:istheresomethingyou'renottellingme?

Me:somethinglikewhat?

Stacey:idon'tknow,anywaysyoulookbeautifulmaan.

igiggled,ilovecompliments.theyboostmyalreadyhigh

confidence.

Me:thankyouStacey,youlookgorgeoustooi-

"Doipayyourtostandhereandcomplementeachother?."says

Chulubehindme,imentallyrolledmyeyesiguesshe'sona

grumpymode.iturnedandsmiledathim .

Me:nosir.

MrStatu:sowhyareyoustandinghereinsteadofbeinginyour

officeorinthekitchenmakingmycoffee?

isighed.

Me:im sorrysir,itwon'thappenagain.

MrStatu:likehellitwould,gettoworkmissDikana.

withthatsaidhewalkedaway.ilookedatStaceywhowas



smilingwhilebitingherlowerlip.

Stacey:damng!thismanissexymaan.

ichuckled.

Me:gettoworkStaceybeforeyougetfired.

iwalkedtotheelevatorandgotinsidetherewasawhitecuteguy

withglassesigreetedthenhegreetedback.

"you'rebeautiful."hesaidsmiling

ismiledback.

Me:thankyou,youlookhandsometoo.

heblushed,haowaisn'thecute?.

"Thankyou,im Stephen."

Me:im HlombekazibuteveryoneherecallsmeBrownie.

henoded.

Stephen:canispendlunchwithyou?

Me:i-

Stephen:please!

isighed.

Me:okay.

hesmiled,thentheelevatoropenedhegotout.ipressedmy

floor.whenigotthereiheadtothekitchenstraighttomakethis

coffeethenheadtohisoffice!iknockedtwiceandopenedigot



inside,hewassittingonthechairlookinglikehe'sdeepin

thoughtsbcshedoesn'tevenhearmegetin.

Me:MrStatu?

hejumpedinfright.

MrStatu:shit!!

Me:im sorryididn'tmeantoscareyou.

MrStatu:itsokay,whatbringsyouhere?

Me:yourcoffee.

MeStatu:okaythanks,how'smydaylookslike.

Me:youonlyhaveonemeetingwithMrYekofrom theYeko

construction.

Henoded.

MrStatu:thanks,closethedooronyourwayout.

iclosedthediarythenwalkedout.

atlunchtimeStephencametomyofficeholdingtwoMcDonald's

paperbag.

Me:heyStephen.

Stephen:hibrowncookieibroughtthese.

Me:really?browncookie?.

hejustlaughed.



Stephen:sorrythen.

hesatdownandhandedmeonepaperbag.

Me:thankyou.

iopenedthepaperbagitwasaburgerandfriedchips,itookthe

burgerandate.

Me:sohowlonghaveyoubeenworkinghere?.

heswallowedbeforeanswering.

Stephen:for9monthsnow.

inoded.

Me:doyouenjoyworkinghere?.

Stephen:yesido,thisplaceispeacefulnodramajustanhealthy

environment.ienjoyworkinghereyou?.

Me:yeahidoalsobutthenthiswasnotmydream -ihavea

degreebutim hereasP.Anonethelessim greatfulbcsitsbetter

thannothing.

Stephen:yeahthat'strue,imeanweallstartsomewherejustlike

meiwasacleanerinhospitalbeforeworkinghere?.

Me:really?.

henoded.

Stephen:yesihadtodowhateverittakessothatmysiblingscan

sleepwithfullstomachs.

ismiled.



Me:you'resuchagoodpersonyouknow.

Stephen:itry,you'resobeautiful.

ismiled.

Me:you'vebeencomplimentmeeversince.

Hechuckled.

Stephen:it'sjustthatyou'retobeautifulmaan,itslikeyou're

bathinginmilk.

weburstoutlaughing.

Me:don'tgoallcheesyonmenow.

Stephen:noI'm not-

hewasenteruptedbythedooropening,alittlecutegirlgotin,

shelookslikeChulu.

"im sorrysisi,im lookingformydad."

ismiled.

Me:who'syourdadsweetheart?

"Chulumanco".

Me:comeherelove.

shewalkedtowardsme.she'scuteandchubby.

Me:yourdadisinameetinglove,youwillwaitforhim ?.

shenoded.



Me:okay.

igaveherthefriedchipssothatshecaneat,shetookthem and

thankedme;she'sveryrespectful.

Me:what'syournamebaby?.

"Im Liyana,whatisyours?."

Me:im Hlombekazi.

shenoded.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

whenthemeetingwasoveriwasalreadytired,MrYekohadme

workingthewholeentirelunch;thesemenarenoteasily

impressedspeciallyMrFerazandhiswifeNandi.soafterthe

meetingiheadstraighttomyoffice.I'vebeenoffsincethe

morningihadadream aboutAuntNozethuthismorningevery

timeidream aboutherim downthewholeday.thenthedoor

opensBrowniegotinwithYanainherarms,Shit!!iforgotten

abouther,whenYanasawmeshesmiledandrushedtome.

"Daddy!!".

ipickedherupandkissedherchubbycheeks.

Me:heyPrincessYana.

ilookedatBrownie.

Me:thankyouforlookingafterher.

shesmiledshdnoded.she'sbeautiful!

Brownie:don'tworryabout,itwasnicebeingwithPrincessYana;

she'sagoodchild.

ichuckled.

Me:eatlunchwithussinceididn'teatlunch.

Brownie:iwouldlovetoo,butStephenalreadyboughtmeone.

ifrowned.



Me:whothehellisthat?

Brownie:theguyfrom theHRmanagement.

whydon'tilikethesoundofthis.

Me:ohokay,maybesomeothertime.

shenoded.

Brownie:iwillbeonmywaynow,byePrincessYana.

Liyana:byesis'Hlombe.

shesmiledandwalkedout,whydoifeeldisappointedthatshe

declineshavinglunchwithme?.

Sigh

idon'tknowwhat'shappeningwithmeandidon'tlikeit.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT07.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

♪♪♪you'rethelight,you'rethenight

you'rethecolourofmyblood

You'rethecure,you'rethepain

You'retheonlyiwannatouch

Neverknewitcouldmeetsomuch,somuch

You'rethefear,idon'tcare

CauseI'veneverbeensohigh

Followmethroughthedark

Letmetakeyoupastoursatellites

Youcanseetheworldyoubroughttolife,tolife

solovemelikeyoudo,lo-lo-lovemelikeyoudo

Lovemelikeyoudo,lo-lo-lovelikeyoudo



Touchmelikeyoudo,to-to-touchmelikeyoudo

Whatareyouwaitingfor?

♪♪♪fadingin,fadingout

Ontheedgeofparadise

EveryinchofyourskinistheholyGrailigottafind

Onlyyoucansetmyheartonfire,onfire

YeahI'llletyousetthepace

Causeim notthinkingstraight

Myheadisspinningaround,ican'tseeclearnomore

Whatareyouwaitingfor?

Lovemelikeyoudo,lo-lo-lovemelikeyoudo

Lovemelikeyoudo,lo-lo-lovemelikeyoudo

Touchmelikeyoudo,to-to-touchmelikeyoudo

Whatareyouwaitingfor?.

im dancingaroundinthehousewitharmswavinguphigh,my

hipsmovingleftandrightenjoyingthesong.itsSaturdaytoday

soim doingalittlebitofspringcleaningsinceHlomlaand

bhut'SandiwenttogroceryshoppingandAndileiswashingthe

carsoutside;itsabeautifulweatherverysunnybutnotmuch-i



wokeuparound8am inthemorningsinceiwantedtofinish

cleaningbytimesinceineededtogotothemalltobuy

somethingtowearandalsowashmyhair!itsthedayofthebraai

todayat2pm intheafternoon,Andilehasbeenremindingme

aboutitsothatidon'tcancelonhim imeanwhywouldidothat?

im lookingforwardtothisbraaibcsitsbeenawhilesinceigot

outtoenjoymyself.soifinishedcleaningthelivingroom andthe

diningroom thenthekitchenandbathrooms!thebedroomsare

goingtobecleanedbytheownersasoze;isoiheadupstairsto

cleanupmyroom it'snotthatdirtysinceicleanit2timesaweek

soIjustdidtouch-ups.

at12h00im donewitheverythingthehouseissquickycleanand

itsmellsgreat.soitookabathtorelaxmtbodyforawhile.after

bathingilotionedthenworeadresssinceit'shotandsandles;i

letmyhairloosethenworeabuckethatandsomesunglasses-i

appliedmylipglossthenpuffedmycologne,igrabbedmy

slingbagthathasmythingsthenheaddownstairs.

Me:Andileim goingtothemall,won'tyouneedanything?

Andile:nomntase.

inoded.

Me:okay,ndimkile.(iwillbeonmyway)

ibidgoodbyestohim thenwalkedtothetaxirank.



igottothemallthenheadstraighttoMrPriceibrought

everythingineededtheniwenttotheshoeisle.ifeltsomeone

huggingmylegsilookeddownim metbyPrincessYana'scute

faceismiledandpickedherup.

Me:heymisschubby.

shesmiled,she'ssocute.

Yana:hisis'Hlombeyoulookbeautiful.

igiggled.

Me:thankyoubaby,youlookcutetoo-uzenaban?.(whodid

youcamewith)

Yana:notata.(withdad)

Me:whereishe?.

"hereiam ."hesaidbehindme,iturned!ha.amaandoesthis

guyhastobethissexy?mnk.

Chulu:hellobrownie,youlookbeautiful.

Me:thanksChulu,youlookgoodtoo.

Hesmiled.

Chulu:let'sgoandpaysothatwecangoandeat.

Me:i-

Chulu:brownieididn'taskyou,I'm tellingyou.

hewalkedaway,andthen?ifollowedhim tothetill.



Chulu:givemeyourthings.

Me:hayndizozibhatalela.(No,iwillpayformyself.)

Chulu:Hlombekazisaphalonto.(Hlombekazigivemethat)

ibitemylowerliptryingtohidemysmile,hayguysthewayhe

saidmynameit'ssexymaan,irolledmyeyesandgavehim my

things-hepayedthenwegotouttheshop.

Chulu:whyareyousostubborn?

Me:im notstubborn!

Chulu:yeahwhatever.

wegotinsidesomerestaurant,itlookedtop-classandBeautiful.

wefoundthetableandsatdown!hecalledthewaiterandwe

orderedihopethemenuwillaccommodatemebcsiwon'teat

intoendingayaziyo.Luckilythemenuisveryaccommodatingso

weordered.

Chulu:sowhoisBrownie?

Me:youknowmynameandsurnamemos,im 23yearsoldim

livingindelftwithmybigsisterandherhusband-iworkasaP.A

inyourcompanythat'sallnothinginteresting.

henoded.

Chulu:sonoqualificationsorsomethinglikethat?.

Me:noihaveadegreeinnursingbuticouldn'tfindajobonthat

departmentiappliedforanyjobvacancy.

henoded,thenourordercamebackwediggedin.



Me:sowhatabout?

Chulu:whatdoyouwannaknow?

Me:Everything.

Chulu:Everythingistoomuch!

Me:anythingthen.

Hechuckled.

Chulu:okayim ChulumancoLuphelostatu,im 27yearsold-a

businessmanasyouknow;afathertoLiyanaim thesecondborn

ofmyparentsilivealoneinParklandsoyeahthat'sit.

Me:interesting,sowhere'sLiyana'smom ifyoudon'tmindme

asking?.

Chulu:it'sokay,ukhonaLiyanaliveswithher.(she'saround)

inoded.wecontinuedtochatwhileeatinguntilihadtogo.

Me:thankyouforthefoodbutihavetogonow.

hesmiled.

Chulu:thanksforspendingthedaywithus,ihadagreattime.

hepayedthenwewalkedout.

Me:im goingtothesaloon,seeyouonMonday.

Chulu:bye.

iheadstraighttothesaloontowashmyhair.



whentheclockhits2pm wewerealreadydoneanddusted,we

werelookinggoodnolies!iwasactuallyfeelingmyself.

Andile:Masambebrownie.(Let'sgobrownie)

Me:byeguys,seeyoulater.

webidgoodbyestoHlomlaandbhut'Sandithenwegotinsidethe

caranddroveoff.

Andile:awumhle(you'rebeautiful)

ismiled.

Me:enkosiyou'realsolookinggood,sowhereisthebraai.

Andile:iseParkland.

inoded,iplayedmusic,hegaveabottleofberniniblushismiled.

Me:tsi!

helaughed.

Andile:you'resuchadrunkard.

Me:whateverwethu.

wearrivedatsomebighouse,thegateopenedforuswedrovein

-theyweremanycarsonthedrivewayandwewerehearing

musicallthewayhere.wegotoutthecariworemysunglasses

thenweheadinside.

•••••••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ihadasplendiddaywithBrownieatthemalltoday,tothinkiwas

lazytogotherebutLiyanabeingLiyanasheforcedmeuntiligave

inbutthenicameacrossBrownieatMrPrice-okayimustadmit

thegeeisgorgeousmaan,she'ssobeautifulwithhermelanin

skinandherskinissosoftandflawless,shealsohavea

beautifulsmile.

Sigh

ineverthoughtiwouldsaythesethingsaboutawomanbutwith

Brownieitsjustdifferentifeelatpeacewhenshe'saroundit'slike

nowomenwouldhurtme.everywomenimetitwasallaboutthe

sexandallthatbutwithHlombekaziisdifferentitslikeicould

staywithherthewholedaylisteningtohertalkingandlaughing...

Sigh

she'sslowlybutsurelygettingundermyskinandican'tallow!no

ican'tbeweakenedbyawomanijustmetnoirefuse.i've

workedsohardtobuildthesewallsaroundtowardswomanand

lovebutshe'sjustmeltingthem downslowlyandidon'tlikeit.

maybeishouldevenstopthinkingaboutherthismuch,thisis

unprofessionalshe'smyP.Aforheavensakeican'tbehaving

suchthoughtsaboutherbutthenican'thelpit.

anywayswewereatLuyanda'sbraaiinParkland,thismoreofa

partythanabraai-imeanabraaiisasmallintimatethingwith



friendsandfamilybutthis?isapartyheinvitedalmosteveryone

justforfunbcsthere'snoreasonforthisbraaithing.ifelt

someonepokingmeitsChumani.

Chumani:bawoisn'tthatyourP.A?

hesaidpointingsomewhere,brownieishere?whatthehellis

shedoinghere?

Sigh,comeonChulumancoshe'snotyourgirlfriendbutyourP.A

intheofficenotoutsidetheoffice.

Me:where?

Chumani:overthere.

ilookedatwherehe'spointing,theresheis!she'slookedgood

onthosejeansshe'swearingand-nomaanthisgirlissublime....

butshe'swithsomedude!maybethat'sherboyfriend.

Chumani:dudeareyouokay?

Me:yeahsurewhyareyouasking?

Chumani:you'vebeenstaringatherforagesbawo.

ichuckled.

Me:yeahwhateverineedadrink.

igotupandwenttotakeadrink,iworemysunglassesthen

lookedaround!isawhergoingtothebathroom sideifollowed

herandstandbehindthedoor-lookslikeshe'sonaphonecall.

Sigh



idon'tevenknowwhyam here,thedooropenedshegotout;she

gotstartledwhenshesawme.

Brownie:Jesus!

shesaidholdingherchest,ichuckled.

Me:you'resodramatic.

sherolledhereyes.

Brownie:andthenwena,whatareyoudoinghere?.

ishruggedmyshoulders.

Me:andiyazi.(idon'tknow)

shenoded.

Brownie:Okay.

shewalkedawayleavingmethere,isighedthenfollowedher.

"Suregrootmans."saidthatdudewaswithBrownie,holdingher

waisttight,ifeltmyselfgettingangryatthissightidon'tknow

why.

Chumani:Andilemyman,longtimenosee.

theyhandshaked,whiletalkingandlaughing.iwaslookingat

brownieasshewasbusywithherphone.

Chumani:soimediyakhole?.(sothisisyourgirlfriend).

hesaidlookingatbrowniewhowasfocusedonherphone.



Andile:yeahbawo.

Hesaidsmiling,brownielookedupandsmiled.

Brownie:heyguys.

theygreetedback.

Brownie:babyiwillbebackneh.

hekissedherlipsandwalkedaway,whyam ihurtbythis?.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT08.
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(Short)

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

thepartywasstillgoinggreat,Everyonewasenjoyingthemselves

encludingme!iwasalreadyhavefriends2girlsthataresisters-

AlunamdaandEnkosi;suchbeautifulnamestheyaregood

peopleandtheyarevibey.Andilehasbeenclingyonmethe

wholenightstealingkissesonmehereandthere!im startingto

thinkthathealwayswantedtokissmebuthewasafraidof

bhut'Sandibcshetreateduslikesiblingsathome.iwasalso

tipsynow.theguysweresittingalonedrinkingandchattingwhile

usgirlswereonourcouchsittinganddrinking-Enkosiwasbusy

blabberingaboutherboyfriendthatisLuyandathebraaiakaparty

host.

Enkosi:thathottietherehasbeenstaringatyouthewholenight.

Me:whathottienow?.

shepointedsomewhereilookedwhereshepointedat,she's



pointingatChulu.whowassittingtherechilledwearinghis

sunglassesholdingaglassofwhiskey.

Enkosi:seemslikeyouknoweachother.

Me:he'smyboss.

Enkosi:saywhat?sohehashotsforyou!

Me:that'snottrue.

shejustsaid'mmh'andsipped.ilookedatChuluhejusttookoff

hissunglassesandwinkedatme-ijustfelthotilookedaway.

theLadiesiwaswithweresloshednow,otherswerealready

sleepingonthecouchesijustwantedtogohomenow-even

Andileisnowheretobeseen.

Sigh

It'sevenlateforfindingataxiatthistime.iwasfeelingpressed

soiwenttothetoilettoreleasemyself!afterI'm donedoingmy

businessiwashedmyhandsthengotoutandheadbacktothe

lounge.ilookedaroundandsighedidon'tevenseesomeone

soberhereevenChuluisnothereiwenttothekitchentodrink

waterwhenigotthereChuluwastheretalkingtothephonelooks

likehe'stalkingtohisdaughterbcshe'smentioningprincesshere

andthere.itookaglassonthecabinetandpourcoldwaterfrom

thefridgeanddrankit.

"Hey."hesaidbehindmeiturned.

Me:hichulu.



Chulu:youlooksober.

Me:yeah.

Chulu:im goinghome,needalift?

inoded,yeahAndileisnotheretotakemehere.hedisappeared

onme.

Me:yesplease,haveyouseenAndile?

heshookhishead.

Chulu:noilastsawhim talkingtoLuyanda'ssister.

Me:Luyanda'ssister?theonehewasrunningawayfrom ?.

henodded.

ijustlaughed.

Me:okay,let'sgo.

hetookhiscarkeysthenweheadout,Enkosisawmeand

winkedatme!ijustgiggled-she'ssuchavibe.

wegotoutsideiwasfeelingcoldnowbcsitwaswindy.

Chulu:uyagodola?(areyoucold)

inoded.hetookoffhishoodieandgaveittome-iworeit;it

smellsgood.

Me:enkosi.(Thankyou)

wewalkedtowardshiscarandgotinside,heplayedSelena

Gomez-theheartwantwhatitwants!myfavouritesong.



Me:ilovethissong.

Chulu:nyan?itsmyfavouritetoo.

heincreasedthevolumethenhedroveoff.wedrovein

comfortablesilencejustmusicplaying.

Chulu:soyou'redatingAndile?.

hisfacehardens-igiggledbcsiknowwhathe'stryingtodo.i

don'tknowifiwasseeingthingsornotbutMrStatuwasn't

pleasedtoseemekissingAndileandthatwasunexpectedkiss

everiwasshockedmyself.

Me:nowewerepretendingbcshewantedLuyanda'ssisterto

stayawayfrom him .

hisfacesoftenatmyresponse.

Chulu:thesamesisterhedisappearedwith?

inoded.

Me:yes.

henoded,helookslikehehasmorequestionstoask.

Me:youcanaskwhateveryouwant.

hejustchuckledandignoredme.iloweredtheseatandrested.

Me:wakemeupwhenwearrivedindelft.

Chulu:okay.



iclosedmyeyesthenfellindeepslumber.

iwokeupinChulu'sarms,hewaswalkingwithmeupstairs!.

Me:putmedown.

Chulu:sleephlombekazi.

idoastold.

••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

Luyanda'spartywasn'tthatbaditwasniceactuallybutididn't

evenenjoyit-iwastotallyboredoutofmymindbusystarringat

Browniethewholenight.iknowthat'screepybuticouldn't

controlititriednottolookatherbutifaileddismallyimeanwho

wouldn't?thatwomanisthesightforsoreeyes.

Sigh

im actuallyrelievedthatshe'snotdatingthatfuckerAndilewhen

shetoldmethatthey'rearepretendingmyheartjustfellatpeacei

don'tknowwhy,whateverthisgirlisusingonmeitsstrongand

itsworkingveryfast-imeaninevereverfeltaboutlikethistoany

womanicameacrossat;isleptwithmanywomeninmylife

speciallyinvarsity!womenfrom differentages,differentbody



type,differentcountriestheworksbutnogirlhasevermademe

gocrazylikeHlombekazi.ifuckenletherintomyhouse

somethingineverdonebcsmostofmybootycallsitookthem to

hotelsandallthatbutrightnowshe'ssleepinginmybed,

wearingmyshirtlookingallsortsofgorgeouswhileim goingto

sleepinaguestroom .

Sigh

ineedtospeaktoChumaniorKungawoaboutthis,ican'tbe

havingsuchfeelingsforwoman!mypersonalassistanttobe

exact-itsamess.iknowshe'sgoingtothrowafittomorrowbcs

iwassupposedtodropherathomebutsinceitwasalready

midnightibroughthertomyhouse.ikissedherforeheadthen

gotouttheroom.

igottotheguestroom andtookashowerthengotundercovers,i

tookmyphoneanddialledKungawo-heansweredonasecond

ring.

Kungawo:bawoareyouokay?.

isighed,hethinksim havingnightmaresbcswhenihadtheni

usedtocallhim atnightsothatwecantalkuntilisleep.im

gratefulforthisguyinmylife.

Me:im goodbawoit'sjustthat-

isighed.

Kungawo:yintonbawo?.(Whatisitbro)



Me:ithinkshe'sbewitchingme.

hejustburstoutlaughing.

Kungawo:who?

Me:brownie!

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT09.

••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

Kungawo:saywhat?haymfethu.

Hesaidlaughinghisflatassout.

Me:im seriousbawo!

Kungawo:haymaanthere'snosuch,whatmakesyousaythat?

isighed.

Me:canyoupleaseexplainwhyam ifeelingthiswayallofa

suddentowardsher?

Kungawo:howdoyoufeelkanti?

Me:atpeacebawo!somethingihaven'tfeltinawhile,she

makesmefeelwholewhenim withherit'slikeshe'sthepiece

thathasbeenmissing-whenevershe'saroundifeelforeign

feelingsijustbecomenervous;whenevershesmilesorlaughmy

heartjumpsforjoy,whenshetouchesmeifeeltinglesallover

mybody!whenilookedatherBeautifuleyesijustgetlostin



them .bawowhenim aroundheridon'tknowhowtoactijust

stareatherevennowshe'ssleepingonmybedsomethingno

womanhaseverdoneletalonewearingmyclothesnowexplain

tomebawhat'sgoingonwithme?whyam ilikethis?whyam i

notfeelinguncomfortablearoundherlikeIusedtowithother

women?

hekeptquietforawhilethenchuckled.

Kungawo:there'snootherwayofsayingthisbutbawoyou're

slowlybutsurelyfallingforher.

iquicklysatupstraight.

Me:whatdoyoumeanim fallingforher?bawothatcan'tbe

happening!ican'tfallinlovewithanywomeninmylife;ijustmet

thiswomanfewdaysagobutI'm alreadyfallingforher?that's

absurdKungawo.

hesighed.

Kungawo:Chulumancohaveyouforgottenthatyou'realsoa

human?thatyouhavefeelings?thatyou'reboundtoloveorbe

inlovewithsomeone?Nozethureallyfuckedyouup!youcan't

evenseewhenyou'reinlovewithsomeone-fixyourselfdude

maybethisisyourchanceoffindingtruelove;someonewho

lovesyouwholeheartedly!don'tyouwantthat?thinkaboutthis

bawo.

hehungup,isighedthenlaidonmybedlookingup.hecan'tbe

right!noirefuse,ican'tbefallingforbrownieoranyother

womenforthatmatter.fallinginloveisnotforpeoplelikemeim



toobrokenforher-shedeservessomeonewhowillloveherlike

shewantsandican'tgiveherthat.

Sigh

Letmejustsleepbeforeicrackmyheadwiththesequestionsbcs

isurelydon'thaveanswerstothem .iswitchedoffmyphonethen

laidmyheadonthepillowandsleptimmediately.

iwokeuparound8am inthemorning,igotoffthebedandmade

itthenopenedthecurtains-iheadtothebathroom irinsedmy

facethenbrushedmyteeth!iworeavestandsomesweatpant

thenheaddownstairs.therewasnoonetherelookslikebrownie

hasn'twokenupyetistartedmakingbreakfastforus.

••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

im wokenupbymyringingphonemakinghellanoise,igroanedin

frustration!whodisturbssomeonefrom theirpeacefulsleep

earlyinthemorning?ipattedunderthepillowthentookitout-i

answeredwithoutcheckingthecaller.

Me:mh?

"uthimh?heemaanhlombekaziuphi?."itsAndile.



Mewhatdoyoumeanbandiphi?(Wheream i)

isaidopeningmyeyesandlookedaround,thisisnotmyroom

definitelynotevenHlomla's!ohmyGod..

Me:shit!jonganehiwillbehomenownow.

ihungup.

ilookedundercoversim wearingat-shirtthatidon'tevenknow

whoitbelongsto,isniffedit-itsmellslike...Chulu!.iquicklygot

offthebedandmadeitthenopenedthecurtains;iheadtotheen

-suitetowashmyfaceandrinsemymouththenheadout.igot

tothekitchenChuluwasonthestovecookingsomethingwhile

listeningtoRihanna-wherehaveyoubeenandsingingalong.

♪♪I'vebeeneverywhereman

Lookingforsomeone

Someonewhocanpleaseme

Lovemeallnightlong

I'vebeeneverywhereman

Lookingforyoubabe

Lookingforyoubabe

Searchingforyoubabe♪♪

iguesshefeltmypresenceandturnedtolookatmeandsmiled,



he'shandsome.

Chulu:Goodmorning.

Me:whatam idoinghereChulumanco?.

hesighed.

Chulu:hlalaphantsibrownie.(Sitdown.Brownie)

iscoffedthensatdown,thisniggacanbechilledasfuck

sometimes.

Chulu:lookicouldn'ttakeyouyesterdaysinceitwasalready

midnightsoibroughtyouhere.

inoded.

Me:iguessyou'reright,nowcanyoupleasetakemehome?

Chulu:youhavetoeatfirst.

Me:im nothungry.

Chulu:iwasn'taskingyou,iwastellingyouhlombekazi.

irolledmyeyes.

Me:fine.

hechuckled.

Chulu:you'resostubbornwoman!

hedishedupforusthengavemeaplateandaglassofjuice.

Me:thanks.



Chulu:don'tsweatit.

idiggedin,itwasdeliciousnolies.

Me:ididn'tknowyoucancook.

Chulu:youdon'tevenknowmenje.

inoded,hecanberude.

wefellintocomfortablesilenceonlycutlerymakingnoise,he

keepsstealingglancesatmehereandtherelikehewannaask

mesomething.

Me:outwithit!

Chulu:outwithwhat?

Me:youlooklikeyouwannaasksomething.

Hesighed.

Chulu:okay,haveyoueverbeeninlove?

Me:yesihave.

Chulu:howdoyouknowwhenyou'reinlovewithsomeone?

Me:it'sunexplainablefeeling,youalwaysthinksaboutthem ,you

alwaysyearnfortheirpresence-wheneverthey'rearoundyoufeel

thingsandwheneveryoutouchthem youfeeltinglesor

Goosebumpsalloveryourbody.

henoded.



Me:areyouinlovewithsomeone?

Chulu:ithinkso.

myheartsank,whyam ihurtbythis.

Me:okay.

wefinishedeatingthenwashedthedishes.iheadupstairsto

wearmyclothesthentookmythingsandheaddownstairsagain!

hewasalreadywalkingoutigotinsidethecaranddroveoff.

tobecontinued..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT10.

••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

Chuluparkedthecarinmystreetnearthetuckshopbcshedidn't

wannaparkinfrontofthehouse-he'srespectingbhut'Sandi.

Me:thankyouforthelift.

Chulu:don'tsweatit.

ismiledathim andopenedthedoorandgotout,healsogotout.

Chulu:canihugyou?.

thisisthefirsttimehewannahugmeandtouchmebcsheused

togettensewhenitouchedhim bymistake.

Me:umhokay.

iopenedmyarmsandwehugged,heheldmetight-hesmells

goodalso.myarmswerewrappedaroundhisneckandhiswere

wrappedaroundmywaist.

Me:Phezafondini,andiyoCherrakho.(letgobro,im notyour

girlfriend)



hejustburstoutlaughingandpulledout.

Chulu:voetsek!

ijustgiggled,hekissedmyforeheadandgotinsidehiscar.

Chulu:seeyoutomorrow!don'tbelate.

Me:iwon't.

hehottedthendroveoff,iputmyhandsonhishoodiepockets

andwalkedhome.igotthereHlomlawaswithAndileintheliving

room watchingTV.

Me:molweni.

Hlomla:heysis

Andile:Brownie.

isatdownonthecouchnexttoHlomla.

Hlomla:howwastheparty?

Me:itwasfun,ienjoyedmyselfbutthepersonwhoinvitedme

theredisappearedonme!somuchforbeingapretending

Girlfriend.

Andile:awxolokalokuBrownie.

iclickedmytounge.

Hlomla:kengokuwheredidyouspendthenight?

Me:atChulu'shouse.

Hlomla:chulu?asinyourboss?



inoded.

Hlomla:hayboHlombe.

Me:yinton?whatwasisupposetodo?howwasigoingtoget

homeinthemiddleofthenight?

shesighed.

Hlomla:iguessyou'reright,you'reevenwearinghishoodie-are

yousurehe'sonlyyourboss?

Me:hehakeHlomlawhatareyoutryingtosay?

shelaughed.

Hlomla:nothingwethu.

thenmyphonerings,itsEnkosi-yesweexchangednumbers

yesterday.theylooklikenicepeopletobearoundwithianswered

.

Me:mntase.

"Heygirl,howareyou?."

Me:im finethanks,howareyou?.

"im perfectlyfineg,didyougetitdownwithMrboss?".

Me:eeuwno!enkosi.

sheburstoutlaughing.

"itwasjustaninnocentquestionwethu,anywaysAluandiare

goingout-wannatagalong?."



Me:whereareyouguysgoing?

"Shoppingbaby!."

Me:umh-

"ComeonBrownie,itsgonnabefunprettyplease."

isighed.

Me:alrightthen,iwillsendyoutheaddresssoyoucanfetchme.

"Finebyme,wewillbethereinanhour."

Me:okay.

ihungup.

Hlomla:whereareyougoing?

Me:im goingoutwithmynewfriends.

Hlomla:havefun.

Me:Andileyouoweme!

isaidrunningupstairs.igotinsidemyroom andstrippedoffmy

clothesandtookashower,aftershoweringiworemysimple

clothesandtiedmyhairthenpuffedmyperfume-atextcame

throughfrom Enkosisayingthey'reoutsideiquicklytookmybag

thenrusheddownstairs.ibidGoodbyestoHlomlaandAndile

thenwalkedout;they'rewereparkedoutsidethegateigotinside

thecar.

Me:ladiesmantombazane!

Alu:lovey.



Enkosi:babyg.

Me:y'alllookbeautiful.

Alu:thanksg,youlookbeautifultoo.

Alustartedthecarwedroveoff,EnkosigaveaBerniniblush.

Me:tsi,yousuchadarling.

Enkosi:iknowsweetheart.

irolledmyeyes.

Me:we'recockynowain'twe?.

shegiggled.

Enkosi:whatever!

Aluplayedsomemusic!

Enkosi:shit!!

Me:what'swrong?

Enkosi:iforgottenthecardathome.

Alu:ohLord,wehavetogobacknow.

Me:seemslikeit.

AlumadetookaU-turn.

wedroveintoabigbeautifulhouse,ithasmanyexpensivecars

onthedriveway-Aluparkedthecarwegotoutandwalked



towardsthedoor.Enkosiopenedthedoorandwewalkedin!we

werewelcomedbylaughtercomingfrom thelivingroom looks

likethey'remanypeoplehere.wegottothelivingroom theyall

lookedatus.

Me:molweni.

theygreetedback.

Enkosi:familythisisBrowniemyfriendandgeethisismyfamily.

abeautifullightskinnedwoman,lookslikeshe'samixedrace

cametohugme-shesmellsgoodtoo.

"welcomebaby,im theserascalsmom -you'resobeautiful."

ismiled.

Me:thankyouMa.

shesmiled,shelookedaxactlylikeEnkosi.

"callmeSkye."

inoded.Enkosi'sdadlookedfamiliarmaan...Ohhe'sMrYeko!a

clientfrom StatuCorporates-thenalightskinnedhandsomeguy

stoodupandwalkedtowardsmethentookmyhandandkissedit

.

"you'resobeautifulmylady,umhleingathiawukaki."

ijustburstoutlaughing.

Enkosi:comeonLunathiyoucandobetterthanthat-kodwake

she'staken.



"Ohthat'sbad,butumntuuthathwe'mntwinirightbrownie?."

inoded.theyburstoutlaughing.

Me:you'recrazy.

"Crazyaboutyouofcourse."

hewinkedatme!nowicanseewhereEnkosigothercraziness.

Enkosi:letusloveandleaveyouguys,laters.

webidgoodbyestothem thenheadout.

•••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

mywholebedroom smellslikeher,evenmyworsemypillows

theysmellhersweetscent.Myhouseisdullandlonelyagain

sinceshe'sgoneitwasbetterwhenshewashere-she'ssucha

breathoffreshair;shebringspeace.herauraiscalm and

peaceful.

Sigh

afteridroppedheroffidrovestraighthere,maybeishouldgo

outwithmybrotherandhavesomebeersandmeatfrom thepub

&grill;itookmyphoneandcalledhim .

Chumani:bafo.



Me:bawo,im goingtopub&drilltohavesomemeatareyou

keen?

Chumani:surebawo,ndiyeza.(im coming)

Me:sho.

ihungup.

itookashowerquickandworemyclothesiroughenmyfadeand

puffedsomecolognethentookmywalletandphonethehead

downstairsandwaitforChumani.fewminuteslaterhecame

withKungawo,PhilasandeandBongani.

Me:majita!

theygreetedback.itookmycarkeysthenweheadout-wegot

insidethecaranddroveofftobethepub&drill.

whenwegotthereitwasfullbutnotthatfull,musicwasblasting

loudly-Everyoneenjoyingthemselves.wefoundatableandsat

down.weorderedmeatanddrinksthenweatewhileholdinga

conversation.

Chumani:youleftearlyinthepartyyesterday.

Me:iwasstartingtogetboredtheresoidecidedtoleave.

Chumani:someonetoldmeyouleftwithBrownie.

Kungawogavemethelook,ichuckled.

Me:yeah.



Kungawo:andyousayyou'renotfallingforher.

Phila:fallingforher?haybobawoithoughtyoudon'tdolove.

Me:Kungawoistalkingnonsenseim notfallingforanyone.

Phila:ifyousayso.

Bonga:butbroiwouldn'tblameyoumnaifyoufallforher,i

meanhaveyoulookedatthatchick?she'sbeautifulandhot-i

wouldn'tconcentrateonmywork.

welaughed.

Kungawo:youlovepussytomuchBongani.

Bonga:ican'tlivewithoutit.

Me:yho!

welaughed.

Me:Ineedsomechicktoday,it'sbeenawhilesinceireleased.

Phila:yeahdothatbcsyou'restartingtocatchfeelingsnow.

Theylaughed.

Me:voetsek.

Kungawo:anywaysAyabongaiscomingbacknextmonth.

Phila:yhoatlast,imissedmyhomie.

wecontinuedtodrinkandeatwhilehavingsomeconversations

andallthatstuff.



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT11.

•••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

FUCK!!!

igroanedloudlyasiemptiedmyseedsonacondom ,igotoffher

andunwrappedthecondom thenwrappeditwithatissueand

disposeit;shestoodupandwalkedtowardsmeandpeckedmy

lips.

"Thatwasamazing"shesayssmiling,idon'tevenknowher

nameforthatmatter.ifoundheratthepub&grillyesterday

wheniwenttherewiththegents.

Me:yeahsure,takeashowersothatyoucanleave.

Shefrowned.

"ithoughtweweregoingtohaveanotherround"

Me:goandtakeashowerladieswoman!oryouwannago

smellingsex?



sheshookherheadsheclickedhertounguethendisappearedto

theensuite-iworemybriefsthenheadtotheguestroom totake

ashowersincetheladyoccupiedmine.aftershoweringilotioned

andheadbacktothebedroom whenigotthereshewasnowhere

tobeseen,ichangedthesheetsthenmademybed.

at7h30iwasalreadydone,im goodtogo;itookmythingsand

carkeysthenheadout-igotinsidemycaranddroveoff.i

arrivedatworkandheadstraighttomyoffice!mycoffeewas

alreadyonmytablewithanotenexttothecupitookitandread.

"youtoldmenottobelatebutyouare,practicewhatyoupreach

Mr".ichuckledshakingmyhead-irememberwhenidropped

heroffisaidtohershemustn'tbelatebutim late.iputmy

thingsdownandsatdownthenenjoyedmycoffee;afterhaving

mycoffeeigetdowntowork.

•••••••••••••••



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

ihadagreattimewiththeYekosistersyesterday,they'resucha

goodcompanyandthey'realsocrazyalso.Yesterdaytheytook

metoaclubandgotmedrunkasfuckkodwaiwasgoingtowork

thefollowingday;itriedtocomplainbuttheywerehavingnone

ofittheyjustsaid"youneedtoletloose"thoseweretheirwords

whenicomplainedaboutgoingtoworkthefollowingday.

andthismorningiwokeupwithamotherofallheadaches,my

headwasthrobbingpainfullyialmostcrieditellyou-ididn'teven

wannacometoworkbutthenihadtobcsim Chulu'sP.A;i

arrangehismeetingssoim notsupposedtobunkworkandalso

Chulucanbegrumpyinthemorningsyho!speciallyMonday

mornings.Anywaysrightnowim attheboardroom withStacey-

wearefixingthingsaroundheresincetherewillbeashareholders

meeting,Staceyisbusytellingmeaboutheronenightstandshe

hadSaturdayatsomeclubshewenttoo;bythelookofthings

thisguyreallysexedhergoodbcsshe'sevendaydreamingabout

it.

Stacey:im tellingyoubrownie!thewayhemovedhiswaistyerrrr.

shesaidlickingherlips,ijustlaughed.

Me:haybostace!thewayyou'resodaydreamingaboutthisguy

you'regoingtoreachyourorgasm whilestanding.

Shelookedatmeandburstoutlaughing.



Stacey:don'tbestupidbrownie!

Me:doyouevenknowthisguy'sname?

Stacey:no,hedidn'twannatellme.

Me:yho,ihopeyouusedprotectionbcsim notreadytobearich

aunt!

sheseemedtobethinkinghard.

Stacey:ohmygoodnessBrownie!!ineedtogotothepharmacy

quickly.

Me:thixoStacey!you'regoingtodrinkmorningafterpillson

MondaywhileyousleptwiththeguyonSaturday?hay

suphambana.

Stacey:ohmyGod!!

shesayswithtearsinhereyes,ihuggedher-shamemypoor

friend.

Me:don'tcrymylove,wearenotsureifyou'repregnantyet-you

knowwhatafterworkwe'regoingstraighttothehospitalokay?

shenodded.

Me:don'tcrymaan,youlookuglynow.

Shegiggled.

Me:that'smygee.

SomeoneclearedtheirthroatbehindusweturneditwasChulu

leaningonthedoor.



Chulu:iseverythingokayladies?

Me:yesMestatu,everythingisfine.

Henodded.

Chulu:okaythen,staceyyoumayexcuseus.

Staceysmiledatmeandwalkedout,Chuluclosedthedoorand

walkedtowardsme-hehadasedusivelookonhisface.

Me:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

hechuckled

Chulu:ndiyazityakemnai'23yearold.(ifuck23yearolds)

hisbluntnessturnedmeon.

Chulu:awusemhle(you'rebeautiful)

ismiled

Me:enkosi(thankyou)

isaidandgotbacktowhatiwasdoing,sortingthefilesbefore

themeetingstarts.ifeltChulustandingcloselybehindme;his

warm breathhittingmyneck!ijustfelthot-hiscologne

suffocatedme.hewasjusttooclose,hesneakedhishands

aroundmywaistandpressedhisbodyonmineiwasfeelinghis

bulgeonmyassitwasrockhard.

Me:(breathingheavily)Chulumancowhatareyoudoing?

hedidn'tanswerme,hejustkissedmyneckgentlyplantingwet

kisses-hesuckedandlickedonmyneckifoundmyselfmoaning,



heturnedmearoundandfacedhim .hejustkissedmealltheway

from mynecktomyjawlinethen-

"am idisturbing?".

iquicklyremovedmyselffrom Chuluandfixedmyself,itwas

Chumanistandingbythedoorwithasillysmirkonhisface,i

clearedmythroat.

Chulu:bawo

theyfistbumped.

Chumani:molobrownie.

Me:helloMrstatu.

itookmythingsandquicklywalkedout.

Sigh

Whatjusthappened?

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT12.

(Short)

•••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

whatoccurredbetweenChuluandileftmewithathrobbing

sensationbetweenmylegs,hemademefuckenwet!!

Sigh

tobehonestikindalovedwhathappened,thefeelingsorthe

thingsIfeltwasamazing.ilovedthewayhetouchedme;the

wayhegentlykissedmyneck,hewayhesuckedonitwasjust-i

can'tfindawordtoexplainit.butthenican'tdothingslikethis

withmyboss-ijustcan'tfeellikethistowardshim .iknowthisis

wrongbutitfeelssodamngood.

"Brownieareyouokayinthere?themeetingisabouttostart."

saysStaceybehindthedoor,afteriwalkedouttheboardroom i

ranstraighttothebathroom tochangemypantylinerssinceMr

statudecidedtomakemewet.



Me:im fineStacey,iwillbeoutnow-now.

"Alright."ihearfootstepswalkingaway.isighed.ilookedat

myselfinthemirrorandfixedmyselfthenheadout-igottothe

boardroom everyonewasalreadysitted;isatnexttoChuluwho

waslookingatmewithasmirkonhisfacethatiwannawipeout

withahotclapbetweenhiseyes.Mrstatuseniorclearedhis

throatthenweallgavehim ourattention.

••••••••••••••••••••

STACEYBRUCE.

im sostupidreally,howcaniforgottodrinkmorningafterpills,

afteraonenightstandihad-iguessiwasstillstuckuponthe

amazingmomentihad!afterawhileofnothavingsexihada

goodFuck!thatniggareallygaveittomegood;hetookmeto

placesineverbeentoo,hemademedothingsineverdidwith

anyofmyboyfriendsbefore.

Sigh

Lookatmeagaindaydreamingaboutaniggawhichidon'teven

knowbutinoticedsomethingonhim -hehadatattooofaname"

PHILASANDE"onhischest,idon'tknowwhereim goingtofind

him ifI'm reallypregnantbcsidon'tevenknowhisname.onthe

otherhandmydadisanothernightmareiwannaranawayfrom -



hewilldisownmeifhehearsthatim pregnantbcshealready

arrangedamarriageformeimagine!Whostilldoesthatinthe21

century?ijusthopethatim pregnantmaybethisbabywillsave

mefrom marryingsomeoneidon'tloveorevenknowforthat

matter.

MynameisStaceyBruce,im 24yearsold.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT13.

•••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

themeetingtooklongerthananticipatedbcstheshareholders

neededsomeclarificationofsomething;iwassofedup-ijust

wantedtogetoutofherebcsicouldn'tstandthesedusivelooks

thatChuluwasgivingme!theyjustmakesmyclitthrobicouldn't

evenfocusonthemeetingbcsofChulu'snaughtyside.hewould

sneakhishandbetweenmythighsandplaywithmyvaginawalls;

ittookalotfrom menottomoanoutloudbcswhathewasdoing

wasdamngood.

whenthemeetingwasoveriwasthefirstonetostandupsothat

icouldwalkoutbutChulustoppedmeimentallyrolledmyeyesI

knowhe'sdoingthisonpurpose.

Chulu:haykalokuBrowniewhyareyouleavingmebehind?

you'remypersonalassistant-youhavetowalkwithmeallthe

time.



hesaidwithaninnocentsmileonhisface,helookedcutemaan!

Me:okayfine

Wewalkedoutoftheboardroom .

Chulu:didyoutakethenotesofthemeetingMissdikana?

istoppedwalkingandlookedathim ,howwasisupposedtodo

thatwhenhewasallnaughtyandtouchy-feelyonmeicleared

mythroat.

Me:umhyessir

Chulu:iwillneedthem ASAP,enjoytherestofyourday.

hewinkedatmeandwalkedaway-iforonecanplaythisgame.

ifhewannaplaydirtyiwillsurelyplaywithhim !ijustwannathink

wheream igoingtogetthesefuckennotesnow?

atlunchtimehecalledmeoverathisoffice,soafterwrapping

overmyworkiheadthereandKnockedheletmein-hewas

standingbythewindowlookingoutsidewithacupofcoffeeinhis

hands,iclearedmythroat.

Me:youcalledformesir

Chulu:ireceivedainvitationfrom Sandra'sGNOdonationsforthe

orphanages-therewillbeeventtakingplacetherenextweek.

hesaidwithout

lookingatme.



Me:ohyeahiacceptedtheinvitation.

Chulu:why?

Me:youaskingwhy?Itcouldpotratagoodpublicityforthe

companyandalsothesanitarypadsthatyou'redonatingcomes

from thegoodnessofyourheartsogothereandbehonoured.

Chulu:iwillgothereifyougowithme.

Me:gowithyou?areyousure?imean-

Chulu:ComeonBrownie,don'tlookforexcusesthatarenot

there

irolledmyeyes.

Me:finethenbutIdon'thaveanythingtowear.

Chulu:don'tworryaboutthat.

Me:okayifthat'salliwouldliketogo.

Chulu:havelunchwithme

Me:ican't,ipromisedStaceyiwillhaveitwithher.

Henodded.

Chulu:okay,youmaybeexcused.

iturnedonmyheelsandwalkedout,itookmywalletfrom the

officethenheadtothecafeteriaandwaitedforStaceytocome.

at5h30iwaspackingmythings;it'sknockofftimeitookmy



thingsandheadtoChulu'soffice-iknockedandheletmein.he

waswithhisdaughterLiyanaandsomeBeautifullightskinned

woman,maybeshe'shisgirlfriend!whydoesithurts?

Me:molweni.

theygreetedback.

Liyana:sis'Hlombe.

Me:hibabygirl,umhChuluicameheretotellyouthatim

knockingoff-isthereanythingyouneedbeforeigo?

Chulu:noidon'tneedanythingBrownie,youcango.

inodedandwalkedout.Staceywaswaitingformebyherstation,

shelookednervousasfuck.

Stacey:ialreadyrequestedanUberlet'sgo.

shetookherphoneandbagthewewalkedout.

wegottothehospitalandwalkedinside,wewalkedtowardsthe

receptionlady;shesmiledatus.

"Goodafternoon,howcanihelpyou?"

Me:hilove,wewouldliketoseeDrLayi

"Doyouhaveappointment?"

Me:she'swaitingforus.

"Okayletmecheck"shetookoutthetelephoneandcalled

someone.



Me:tellherHlombekaziisheretoseeher.

shetalkedoverthephonethendroppedthecall.

"youmaygothrough"

Me:thankyou,let'sgo.

isaidtoStaceywholookedlikeshe'sabouttoshitonherself-

she'stoonervous.wewalkedtoHlomla'sofficeandKnockedshe

letusin.

Me:heymntase.

Hlomla:Brownz,heylove.

ShegreetedStacey.

Stacey:hello.

Me:mntasethisisStaceymyfriend,StaceythisisHlomlamy

sister.

Stacey:nicetomeetyouHlomla;youguysarebeautifulmaan.

Hlomla:thankyousweetheart,sohowcanihelpyou?

Me:Staceyisheretodoapregnancytest.

Shenoded.

Hlomla:takethiscupandgopeeonitthencomebackwithit;

thebathroom isoverthere.

Staceystoopupandwalkedtothebathroom .



•••••••••••

STACEYBRUCE.

"yourresultscamebacknegative,soyou'renotpregnant"says

thedoctorisighedinreliefandlookedatBrowniewhowas

smilingatme.

Me:thankyoudoctor.

"you'rewelcomeStacey".shesaysSmiling-TheDikanasisters

arebeautifulmaan!they'remelaninqueens.

Brownie:thanksmntase,wewillbeonourwaynow.

"Okaysisbye".

webidGoodbyesandheadoutoftheoffice,ijusthavemixed

emotionsidon'tknowhowtofeel-apartofmehopedthatim

pregnantsothatmydadcouldjustbackoffalittlebutonthe

othersidehewasgoingtodisownwhenheheardaboutthe

pregnancyandidon'thavefamilybesideshim andAuntZelda

(hissister)only.

Brownie:youseem far.

iforcedasmile.

Brownie:nodon'tdothat,don'tsmilewhenyoudon'twanttoo-i

knowsomethingiswrongbcsyou'vebeenquitesinceweleftthe

officeithoughtyouweregoingtobehappysinceyou'renot



pregnantbutitisclearthatyouwantedtofallpregnant.

Isighed.

Me:itsnotthatBrownieit'sjust-

Brownie:justwhatStacey?youwantedyoufallpregnantfora

guyyoudon'tknowevenworsehisname?didhereallygaveyou

thatgood?

ijustburstoutlaughing,Browniehuggedme.

Brownie:heyim sorry,ididn'tmeantoshoutatyouStacey!

Me:it'snotyouBrownie

Brownie:thenwhatisit?

Me:(crying)itsmydadBrownie,iwantedtofallpregnantso

thatmydadcannotsellmeoff.

Brownie:sellyouoff?How?Whywouldhesellyouoff?

Me:hearrangedamarriageformewithaguyidon'tevenknow!

Brownie:what?ishecrazy?whostilldoesthat?ohim sosorry

myfriend.

Me:it'sokayiwilllive.

Shesighed.

Brownie:youneedtostandyourgroundonyourdadStacey,

showhim thathecan'tcontrolyouanymoreumdalangoku!

you're24yearsoldforgoodnesssake-youcanfindyourown

husbandatyourowntime.tellhim youwon'tmarrythatscumbag



.

Me:buthewilldisownme!

Brownie:Stacey!!you'reoldenoughtoliveonyourownyou're

working,youcanfindanaffordableplaceandmovedintothere

whilestartingyourlife!Attheendofthedayyourdadwasgoing

toleaveyouanywayhe'sgoingtodiesoyouneedtolearntolive

aloneintheworld;takemeforinstanceidon'thaveparentsthey

diedinacaraccidentwhenIwasstillyoungandHlomlahastobe

amotherandfathertome-thatwomanismyhero,my

superwoman.sheraisedme,clothemeandfedmeuntilim 23

yearsoldshe'stheonlyfamilyihavebutatsomepointiwillhave

tolivewithouther.sobabestandyourgroundandtellhim you

won'tdoitotherwisehe'sgoingtocontrolyoufortherestofyour

life.

withthatsaidshewalkedaway.

••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

idon'tknowwhetherit'sLustorlovethatifeelforBrowniebutits

somethingbetweenthetwo.Todayicouldn'tresisther;theurge

oftouchingherwasoverwhelmingmeandtheskirtshewored

didn'tmakeanyJusticeforme.theskirtfittedhernotsothick

petitebodyperfectlyandhuggedhernotsobigbutt.....God!



idon'tknowwhatgotovermeattheboardroom icouldn'tcontrol

myselfifelttheneedtotouchhersoftflawlessskinandcaressed

herbeautifuldarkchocolatelegsthenkissedhersoftcoldlips,

inhaledhersweetscentwhilesuckingandlickingherneck-

hearinghermoansweetlyformereallymademerockhard.That

womandrivesmecrazy!She'salwaysonmymind,im evenhave

wetdreamsaboutheritstoomuch;seeingherbeautifulface

everydaymakesmattersworsewheneverim aroundherI'm

alwaysfightingtheurgetopinheragainstthewallandfuckher

hardtillshebegsmetostop.

Sigh

justbythinkingofherihadaboner-fuckyoumaanHlombekazi!!!

whycan'tieraseyoufrom myfuckenmind?themoretostop

thinkingaboutyouthemoreyouinvadesmypoormindandits

drivingmecrazybutontheotheriloveseeinghercutefaceon

mydreams,herbeautifulsmile;ilovehearingherlaughterand

giggles-thefaceshemakeswhenshe'sfrustratedandwhen

she'sblushingshe'sjustfuckenbeautiful!idon'tknowmaanbut

thereissomethingabouther.

"bawo!hayhayukutyisentonlomntana?."hesaidthatlaughing

ichuckled.

Me:fokofChumani

Chumani:nomaanlookatyou!you'reblushinglikeagirlinlove.

iclickedmytoungue

Me:olabawoha.amaan!



Chumani:butonaseriousnotethough,what'shappening

betweenthetwoofyou?ifidiywalkintotheboardroom earlier

onyouguysweregoingtomakeoutthere.

ilaughed.

Me:nxililebawo!(you'recrazy)

Chumani:nzokukhabaunyewena(iwillkickyourass)

Me:mbonya(fuckoff)

hewalkedoutlaughing,he'ssuchanidiot!ipackedmythings

andtookthesleepingliyanaonthecouchandwalkedout,ineed

tosortBrownie'sdressfortheevent.

iarrivedatmyhouseandunlockedthedoor,iheadupstairsto

putthesleepingliyanatobedandheadbackdownstairsiclosed

thedoorandputmythingsontheirplacesandchargedmyphone

-iheadupstairsagaintotakeashoweraftershoweringilotioned

andworemysweatpantandvestthenheaddowntoprepare

supperforMissandi.Speakingofsupperihaven'tcheckedmy

restaurantforawhilenowihavetogotheretomorroworthe

followingday-iplayedsomemusic>SelenaGomez-theheart

wantswhatifwants!ThisisBrownie'sfavouritesongiheardher

hummingitlotoftimewhenshe'sworkingithinkwehavethe

sametasteinmusic.justbythinkingaboutherifoundmyself

missinghearinghersweetvoicecallingme.

Sigh



idon'tevenhavehernumber-suchabummer!im justloosing

mytouchnow.....Wait!herdocumentsatworkmaybeher

numberissomewherethere;yeahletmecheck.iputdownthe

dishclothandtookmylaptopandlookforthisnumber.byGod's

graceifounditanddialleditimmediatelyyoushouldhaveseen

mysmile.itrangunanswereditryagain,sheanswersthistime.

Brownie:hayungubanuFowunangel'xesha?(whoareyouand

whyareyoucallingatthistime)

iburstoutlaughing,she'scrazy.

Me:heyBrownieit'sme;Chulumanco.

shestoppedlaughingandclearedherthroat.

Brownie:ohhey!ididn'tknowitwasyou.

ichuckled

Me:don'tbestupidBrownie-howwereyougoingtoknowit'sme

kodwait'sanunknownnumber.

Brownie:you'resorudeChulumanco,howcanyousaythata

ladyisstupid?

Me:uxolokaloku(Im sorrythen)

Brownie:idon'twantyourapology!

Me:shouldibegyou?

Brownie:cimba?(whatdoyouthink)

Me:libalamtshana!(Forgetit)



shegiggledmakingmemystomachtoflip.

Brownie:okaythenbye.

Me:haybowait....areyouserious?

Brownie:likeaheartattack.

Me:okayfine,uxolokemamqoma(sorrythenmamqoma)

Brownie:that'smorelikeit,howdidyouknowmyclanname

nakhona?

Me:haywethuoDikanaendibaziyongamaqomasoyeah!

Brownie:mhhh,sowhydidyoucall?

iclearedmythroat,idon'tevenknowwhyicalledher.

Brownie:youmissedme?

Me:hellno!!

weburstoutlaughing.

Brownie:imissedyoukemna

ismiled

Me:ohyeah?

Brownie:yeah.

shesaidinalowtone,ikindafindthisshynessadorable.

Me:yourdressfortheeventisready.

Brownie:really?sofast.



Me:yes.

Brownie:okaythen.

webothwentquite-listeningtoeachotherbreathing.

Brownie:GoodnightChulumanco.

Me:Goodnightmamqoma.

shehungup,ilayedonmybackonthecouchsmiling.isniffed

asismellsomethingburning,thepotsshit!!

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT14.

(Short)

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

yesterdayisleptpeacefullyaftertheshortcallihadwithChuluit

actuallymademynight-hearinghissexydeepbaritonevoice

mademefeelsometypawayhonesty.Chulumancostatumakes

mefeelthingsineverfeltevenwithmyex-boyfriendsbefore,he's

justhisownperson;hisarrogantandrudepersonalitybuthehas

somesoftsidetherebuthedoesn'twannashowitthinkingthat

peoplewilltakeadvantage.yesterdayhecalledmebcshe

missedmeqhahedoesn'twannaconfess!Hehaswaytoomuch

pridethatone;butinallthatImissedhim mnaireallydoeven

thoughheannoysmeattimesandhe'salsoafoolwhenhelikes.

sothismorningiwokeupveryearly,at4pm tobespecificican't

sleepitriedlisteningtomusicorreadsomebooksbutnothing



worked;itookmyphoneandloggedintothegreenAppjustto

checkstatusesicameacrossChulu'snumberhewasalsoonline

maybehecan'tsleeptoo.iwantedtotexthim butidon'twanna

crossboundaries-thispersonismyBosssoican'tgettoo

comfortableonhim besidesthatChulucanbealsorudewhenhe

wantsbutim usedtohim ,hejusttalkswhatevercomestothat

mindofhim withoutthinkingabouttheeffectofhiswordsbut

nonethelessilikehim likethatbeingallbossyandallthat.atext

camethroughitsfrom him ismiledandviewedit.

"Goodmorning,can'tsleeptoo?"

"Morning,yahican'tsleep"

"Okay,canivideo-callyou?"

"Now?"

"Noyesterday!OfcoursenowBrownie"

"Ilooklikeahobo"

"You'reabeautifulhobothen"

ismiled.

"Okaythenyoucancall"

"Cool"

afterfewminuteshecalled,itookadeepbreathbefore

answering.

Me:hi



Chulu:Brownie

hisvoiceisevendeeperinthemorning,helookedsexyandhe's

shirtless.

Chulu:you'redaydreamingnow!

irolledmyeyes.

Me:youwishanywayshowdidyousleep?

hesighed.

Chulu:isleptwellyou?

he'slyingicanseethat.

Me:you'relyingChulumancobutialsosleptgood.

Chulu:iwilltellyousomeday.

inoded.

Chulu:awumhle,yourhairismessy(you'rebeautiful)

Me:ndiyabulela,umhlenawewethu(thanks,you'rehandsome

also)

Chulu:iknowkalok-

"Daddyican'tsleep"saysLiyanainthebackground,Chulu

turnedandlookedather.

Chulu:comeandlaynexttomesweetheart.

Shegotinandappearedonthephone,shesmiledwhenshesaw

me.



Liyana:sis'Hlombe!!!

shesaysclappinghersmallChubbyhands;thiskidlovesme

maan.ismiled

Me:Molobaby,didyousleepgood?

shenoded

Liyana:isleptgoodsisi,canitellyousomething?

shesaidwhispering,ismilednoddind.

Liyana:daddyburnedfoodyesterday.

shesayslaughing,Chulugaveheradeathstareigiggled.

Chulu:seyo'traitorLiyana.(you'resuchatraitorLiyana)

Me:haynyanbaby?besenzantondaddy?(really?whatwashe

doing)

sheshruggedhershoulders.

Liyana:idon'tknow.

Chulu:don'tlistentoher,yaxokalo.(she'slying)

Me:busenzantonwena?(whatwereyoudoing)

Chulu:iwastalkingtoyoukaloku,forgettingthatiwascooking-

izoloisleptwithouteatingsuppersoyou'regoingtobuymelunch

.

Me:what?hayasoze!(no.never)

Chulu:andikucelikesisndakxelela(im notbeggingyou,im



tellingyou)

Me:seyobully(suchabully)

Chulu:whatever,anywaysitwasnicetalkingtoyouineedtoget

misshereready.

inoded

Me:okay,iwillseeyouattheoffice.

hewinkedatmebeforedroppingthecall;he'ssuchagoodfather

tohisdaughter.icheckedthetimeit's5minutesto5now!

maybeIshouldjustgoandpreparebreakfastforeveryonebefore

gettingreadyforwork.soiquicklygotoffthebedandmadeit

thenopenmtcurtains-iheadtothebathroom towashmyface

andappliedfacecream thenbrushedmyteeth,iworemyGown

andsleepersthenheaddownstairs.Hlomlawasalreadyawake

andshewaspreparingbreakfast;ididtellyouthatshe'sanearly

bird,igreetedandsatdownonthebarstool.

Me:canihelp?

Hlomla:yesplease,toastthebreadforme.

Me:okay.

Hlomla:youseem happythismorning,what'sgoingon?

igiggled

Me:im alwayshappyhaybo!Whatdoyoumean?

sherolledhereyes.

Hlomla:khathethewethu(justtalk)



Isighed

Me:ithinkim inlove.

Hlomla:youthinkoryouknow?

Me:andaziaphoke,that'swhyisaid"ithink"bcsidon'tknow

whetheritsLustorlovethatim feeling.

Hlomla:whendidyounoticetheyyoumightbeinlove?

Me:it'sbeenfewdaysactually,idon'tknowbawhat'sgoingon

butwhenim aroundhim ifeelthingsHlom !hejustmakesme

happyjustbyseeinghissmileorsomething.wheneverhe

touchesmeifeelgoosebumpsallmybody,mykneesjustgo

weak.

Hlomla:wowsisyou'retrulyinlove,iseethewayyoutalkabout

thisperson-mntasekhayaifyoufeellikethatabouthim andyou

thinkhe'stheoneforyou,goforit.

ifrowned.

Me:goforit?likeshootingmyshot?

Shenodded.

Me:yhuha.asorrymntaseanzokwazi,ifidothatthecompany

won'tallowthat-wewouldbebreakingprotocolsbcswedon't

dateeachotheratwork.

Hlomla:heworksattheStatucorporates?

inodded.

Me:it'smybossactually.



hereyeswiden.

Hlomla:hayboBrownz!

Me:Iknow-iknowdon'tsayit.

Shelaughed.

Hlomla:iwasn'tgoingtosayanythingmnabcsiknowwedon't

choosewhowefallinlovewithmntasekhaya,lookatmehappily

marriedwithaguywhowasmylectureatvarsitysoihaveno

righttojudgeyou.

webothlaughed.

Me:wowHlomla!kuyafundiswawenaujongenene'Lecture.

(you'rebeingteachedbutyouarebusycheckinglecturesout)

Hlomla:hewastoohot,whatwasisupposedtodo?

Me:phofuidon'tblameyoubabygee.

welaughedandcontinuedtochatwhiledoingtouchupsof

breakfast.

"Hlomlalet'sgoim runninglatemaan!"iyelledather,iwas

goingtogetaliftfrom hertoworkbutshe'stakinghersweettime

alsobhut'Sandiismakinghermorelate.shecamedownthe

stairslaughingasbhut'Sandiwasspankingherass!irolledmy

eyes-thesetwolovesactingliketeenagersbutiadmiretheirlove

it'ssobeautifulmaan.

Me:itsabouttime.



bhut'Sandi:don'tbejealousbrownie!

ilaughed

Me:whateverlet'sgo.

weallwalkedout,wegotinsidethecaranddrivesoff.

"Brownieyou'relate!!!"saysChuluasIlgetinsidehisofficewith

hiscoffeeandhisdiaryundermyarmpit.

Me:Goodmorningsir,im sorryim lateigotheldupsomewhere.

Chulu:yeahwhateverputthediarydowniwillreaditmyself.

he'sfuckenrude,inoddedandwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Chulu:Brownieim sorry,justthatim stressedoutmaan,Mr

Yekohadmebytheballs,thatmanisanass.

igiggled

Me:saysanass.

heshotmealook.

Chulu:watchyourmouthHlombekaziim stillyourboss.

hesaidfirmlyinodded.

Me:im verymuchaware.

Chulu:goodthen,youmaybeexcused.

inoddedandwalkedout.



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT15.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

havingnightmaresthepreviousnighttotallyruinstherestofmy

morning,ijustbecamegrumpyandangryfornoreason-little

thingsjustmakemeangrymaybelikesomebreathesjustticks

meoffseriously;evenfrom theafterlifeNozethuisstill

tormentingme,whycan'tthesefuckennightmaresleavemethe

hellalone!theyjustfrustratesmeandbringbackburied

memoriesthatidon'twanttorememberinmylifebuthowcani

notwhentheykeepresurfacinglikeabrokenrecord.

Sigh

ididn'tmeantospeaktobrownielikethatnyani,iwasjustinthe

badspaceatthemomentandshemadeitworsebybeinglate

knowingverywellthatfirstthingwheniarriveinthemorningi

needmycoffeeihadtoaskStaceytosendsomeonetomake

somecoffeeforme,atastelessoneatthat-andthatjustmade

mymoodworsebutthatdoesn'tgivemerighttotalklikethatto

myPersonalassistant,someonewhohelpsmeallthetime.i



havetoapologisetohereventhoughshe'sstubborn;shemight

takehersweettimetoforgiveme.

Sigh

sinceitsLunchtimemaybeishouldtakehertomyrestaurantthat

icouldbuylunchformetoapologisehopefullyshewillappreciate

it.itookmycarkeys,walletthenmycarandheadstraighttoher

office,whenigotthere-thedoorwasslightlyopened;themusic

wasplayingwithhersingingalongwhileholdingafile.

"ThenthetitleofmybookwouldbelifewithSuperman

That'showyoumakemefeel

icountyouasaprivilege

Thisloveissoideal

Im honouredtobeinit

Iknowyoufeelthesameiseeiteveryday

Inallthethingsyoudo

Inallthethingsyousaid

You'remyrock

Babyyou'rethetruth

You'remyrock

Ilovetorockwithyou



You'remyrock

You'reeverythingIneed"

shesangalongsweetlymovingherhipssidebysidewhile

readingthroughthefile;thewayshe'ssofocusedshedoesn't

evenacknowledgemypresence!iclearedmythroatshelooked

upatmeandsmiledalittle.

Brownie:MrStatu,comein.

igotinside,thewholeroom smellslikeher;itsveryclean

everythingisinorder.

Me:BrownieitsLunchtimeandyou'rehereworking.

shechuckled.

Brownie:ididn'tnoticeiwasdrawntothisfile,itremindsmeof

someone.

ifrowned.

Me:who?

shesmiled.

Brownie:Myhighschoolsweetheart,AyabongaPeter;andthis

filebelongstotheAyabongaPeteraswell.

Me:really?aAyabongaPeteriknowismyfriendandhe'sthe

partofthecompany.

shenoded.



Brownie:maybeitscoincidence,anywayswhatbringsyouhere?.

Me:ndizozathathaLunchyam .(im heretotakemylunch)

sheraisedherbrow.

Brownie:lunchyakho?(yourlunch?)

sheaskedconfused.

Me:ewesisi,itoldyouthismorningthatyouwillbebuyme

lunch;soim heretocollectit.

sheburstoutlaughing.

Brownie:hayboChulumanco!ithoughtyouwerejokingmos.

Me:joking?haymntase,I'm sofamishedtobejokinglikethat.

Brownie:idon'thaveanymoneynje.

Me:hayhayfondini,don'ttellmeexactlyexcuses!

shehuffinfrustration,isoowantedtolaughbcsshelooksdamn

cute.

Brownie:finelet'sgo.

shetookherbagandwewalkedout.

wearrivedatmyrestaurantandwegotout,shestoppedwalking

andlookedatmesquinting.

Brownie:hehakeChulumancokuthenundizisaaphakodwandine

R80?ithoughtweweregoingtoMam'Gtobuysomefatkoeks



andlivers.(ohnoChulumancowhydidyoubringmehere,ihave

R80onme).

shesaidlookingdefeatedicouldn'thelpitbutburstintolaughter!

issheserious?WhichrestaurantthatsellmealforR80?nomaan

she'scrazy.

Me:yhohayHlombekazi.

isaidwalkinginsideandsatdownonthechair,shealsosat

downlaughing.

Brownie:im jokingwethu,ihavemoneytopay.

ichuckledshakingmyhead-weorderedfoodanddrinksthen

afterawhileourfoodarrivedandwediggedin.

Me:sowho'sbrownie?

sheswallowedbeforeanswering.

Brownie:wellim HlombekaziRoyaltyDikana,im 23yearsold

livingindelftwithmysisterandherhusband;ihaveadegreein

nursingbuticouldn'tfindajobsoibecameaP.A!umhyeah

nothinginterestingwena?.

Me:whatdoyouwannaknow?

Brownie:everything.

Me:everythingistoomuch.

shegiggled.

Brownie:anythingthen.



Me:okay,im ChulumancoLupheloStatu,im 27yearsold-ihave

bothmyparentsand2siblings.ihaveadaughterandthat'sall.

Brownie:nogirlfriendnyana?

ichuckled.

Me:ihaveone.

Brownie:ohw.

icouldsensesomejealousyinhertone-ismiledalone.

Me:sowhereareyourparents?ifyoudon'tmindmeasking.

Shesighed.

Brownie:they'relate,theydiedwheniwas17.

Me:im sorrytohearthat.

iholdherhands,they'resosoftandwarm !shelookedatthem i

quicklyremovedthem .iclearedmythroat.

Brownie:itsfine,ilearnttolivewithit.

inodedandcontinuedtoeat,

•••••••••••••••••••••••



HLOMLADIKANA

seeingBrownzhappylikethatthismorningreallymehappy,ilove

seeingherhappyallthetime.afterourparentsdeadshechanged

completely!Shewasneverhappybutitriedmybesttomakeher;

phofevengrowingupshewasn'tabubblyperson-shewasquite

andreservedandthebullyingsheenduredathighschooldidn't

makeanythingbettertheyjustmadehertoisolateherselffrom

anyone,shealwayswantedtobeleftaloneinherthoughtsthat

wouldmakeherfeeldepressed.untilshehadherfirstlove-her

firstboyfriend;Ayabonga.thatboywasgoodformyhlombe!he

lovedherisawitinhisfaceeverytimehelookedather.Hlombe

overcomedherinsecuritiesbcsofAyabonga-hemadeher

confidentinherownskineventhoughshewasverybeautifulstill

isbutshecouldn'tseeitatthattime.ialwaystoldherthatshe's

beautifulbutshedidn'tbelievemeuntilAyabongacamealong.

"Baby?"

Me:mh?

hepeckedmylips,im soinlovewiththismanhereinfrontofme.

ican'tbelievethatim marriedtothelecturethatiusedtofool

aroundwithatvarsity!ifellinlovewithhim thefirsttimeisaw

him wheniwasdoingmyfirstyearbuthedidn'tnoticeme.he

wassoohandsomeandhot!everygirlwantedhim andbesides

hewasyoungatthattimesostudenthadcrushonhim -iwas

oneofthem untilonedayhenoticedme.iwasverylateinhis



classthatdaybcshlombewassicksoihadtostartatthedoctor

forher.whenigotinsidehisclassithoughthewasgoingto

shoutorembarrassmebuthedidtheoppositehejustsmiledat

meandsaid"hlalaphantsimamqoma"iswearifelldeeperin

thatinstant..

Me:iloveyoubaby.

hesmiled.

Sandi:Iloveyoutoomamqoma.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT16.

••••••••••••••••••••••

SPONSOREDBYKARABONHLAPO.

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

ienjoyedthelunchwithChuluverymuch,he'ssuchagreat

companyandhe'stalkativewhenhe'scomfortable.wewentfrom

knowingeachothertotalkingaboutpersonallevellikefamily,

girlfriendorboyfriendetc;tobehonestiwasverydisappointed

andhurtwhenhesaidhehasagirlfriendidon'tknowwhy-i

meanthisdudeshowedsignsofinterestinmeandhekissedme

ontopofthatkantihehasagirlfriendiwashurttobehonestbuti

didn'tsayanything.hewasplayingwithmyhandsthroughout

ourconversationandidiscoveredthathehasahandfettish!he

wouldkissmyhandhereandthereanditwasacutegestureif

youaskme.soafterwelefttherestauranthesuggestedthatwe

shouldgoandchillbythebeachsincehehadnomeetingsafter

Lunchiagreed;wewenttothebeachandsatinoneofthe

bencheslisteningtothewaves;myheadwasonhisshoulder

withhisarm aroundmywaist!hehandwascarressingmycheek

gently.



Chulu:youhaveaflawlessskin,iloveyourmelaninskin.

ismiled.

Me:iusedtohateityouknow.

Chulu:why?

Me:inhighschooliwasbulliedforbeingblack,atschoolthey

usedtocallmenamesthatwouldjusttarnishmyself-esteem .

everyonemadefunofmebesidesmychildhoodbestfriend,my

sisterandmyfamily!ialwayswantedtobleachmyskin-ijust

wantedtobelightskinnedjustlikeothersmaybethekidsat

schoolwouldstopmakingmylifelivinghell(deepbreath)until

onedaymybestfriendsbahleforcedmetoentersomebeautiful

contentthatwastakingplaceatschool;iwassoscared

Chulumancoiwasscaredofbeingmockedandhumiliatedbuton

God'sgraceiwonthebeautypergeantandthatearnedme

enemiesatmyschooliwashatedbythegirlsidon'tknowwhy.

speciallywhenidatedtheschoolrugbycaptain;AyabongaPeter

theoneitoldyouabout.whenheapproachedmeithoughthe

wantedtosleepwithmeandleavemeafter,iaskedmybawhat

doeshewantonme?bcsaccordingtotheschoollearner'siwas

themostugliestgirlintherebuthemanagedtocometomeand

askedmetobehisgirlfriend.helookedsinceresoiagreednot

knowingthereitwasgoingtobethebesttimeofmylife!

AyabongaPeterreallycamethroughforme,hehelpedme

throughitall,hebuiltmyconfidencefrom scratchandhelpedme

toovercomemyinsecuritiesandbeproudofmymelaninskin.he

wasmyfirstboyfriend;myfirstineverything-hetookmyfirst

kiss,myvirginityandallthat.hewasmyfirsttrueloveandmy



firstheartbreak.

Chulu:whatmadeyouguysbrokeup?bcsaccordingtowhat

you'retellingmeyouguyslovedeachother?

ichuckled.

Me:hemovedtojoburg,bcshe'sdadfoundajobthereandhe

hadtochangeschoolandineversawhim afterthat!iusedtocry

myselftosleepeverydayaskingGodtobringhim backuntili

noticedthathe'snevercomingback.

Chulu:wow,youhadsuchapainfullyandgreatchildhoodatthe

sametime;ijustwishminewaslikethatbutsomeonedecidedto

takethatawayfrom me.

ilookedupathim ,painandfearwasevidentonhiseyes.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Chulu:iwilltellyousomeothertime.

inoded.

Chulu:canyouhugme?.

ismiled.

Me:ofcourse.

ihuggedhim -heheldintomeverytightididn'tmindbcsican

seethatsomethingwasbotheringhim andithadtodowithhis

childhood.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

Brownieissuchastrong,beautifulwomanI'veeverseen,she's

beautifulinsideout.whatshewentthroughmademeseethat

everyonehastheirstorytotelljustlikeme;whenshetoldme

hersifeltbadhowherchildhoodwaspainfulandgreatatthe

sametime!herboyfriendmadethingshappenedforher-he

madeherhappyicouldseeinhereyesthatshewishedthatshe

couldseethisAyabongadudeagain.idon'tknowifim crazyor

whatbutithinkthisAyabongadudeistheAyabongaIknow;my

Friendbutidon'twannasayanythingbcsicouldbewrongmaybe

itscoincidenceyouknow.

Sigh

NonethelessihadagreattimewithuMamqoma,she'sagood

company.

Brownie:ithinkweshouldgonow.

shesaidremovingherheadonmyshoulder.

Me:yeahyou'reright,masambe.

isaidtakingherhand,shehasbeautifulandsofthands;ihavea

handfettishandhersaremynewobsession.weworeourshoes

thenheadtothecar-iopenedthedoorforherandshegotin

theniheadtomysidethendroveoff.

wearrivedatworkandwegotouthandinhand,shetried



removingherhandbuticouldn'tlether.whenweheadinsidethe

companyeveryonewaslookingatourintertwinedhands.these

peoplearegossipersstru!wegotinsidetheelevatorthenheadto

ourfloor.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT17.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

Phew!thisweekwentprettywell,justablinkofaneyeitsalready

Fridaywhichmeansthattomorrowwe'regoingtotheEvent;im

quiteexcitedtobehonestbcsI'veneverbeentoabusinessEvent

beforewherethere'sgoingtobewellknownbusinesstycoonsthe

worksyouknow.ButChuluseemsnotthatinterestedit'slikehe

doesn'twannabethereyouknow-hecancancelifhewantsbcs

hewastheonewhowasinvitedmnaim justaccompaninghim .

Sigh

rumourshasbeengoingaroundtheofficelatelysincetheysaw

usholdinghands;thesaythatim oneofthosegirlswhoare

sleepingwiththebossinexchangeofthjobcanyouimagine!i

meanthatthingisdisgustinganditshowsthatihavenomorals

asawoman,idon'thaveselflove.yazsomepeoplearereally

bored.thelikespreadingnewsaboutsomethingthatthey'renot

evensureabout!ieventoldChuluaboutthisandhesaidhewill

fix-hopefullyhewillbcsI'm tiredofbeinglabelledasawhore



whosleepswiththebossofexchangeofthejob.anywaysits

Lunchtimeandim withStaceyatthecafeteriahavingmuffins.

Stacey:areyousurethatthere'snothinggoingonbetweenyou

andMrStatu?

Isighed.

Me:yesStaceythere'snothinggoingonbetweenus.

Stacey:butpeoplearetalkingbrownie.

Me:thosepeopleshouldlearntomindtheirownbusiness!!

Stacey:heycalm downHlombe,iHeardyounoneedtoget

workedup.

Me:im sorrymaan,it'sjustthatthiswholethingisstressingme.

shenoded.

Stacey:it'sokay,soimetthehusband.

Me:what?howishe?

shesighed.

Stacey:he'sgoodlookingandveryneatbutnoidon'tfeelhim .

ilaughed.

Me:youdon'tfeelhim ?HayboStacey.

Stacey:im seriousthatdudelooksgay.

iburstofoutlaughing.

Me:you'recrazy!



Stacey:youkno-

"Ladiesmantombazane"saysChulubehindmeiturned.

Stacey:MrStatu

Me:Chulz

Chulu:IhatethatnameHlombekazi.

Me:sorry.

Chulu:surecase,anywayssorrytodisturbyourlunchtimebuti

needBrownieinmyofficein5minutes.

hewalkedaway,Staceylookedatmesmirking.

Stacey:Chulzhuh?

Me:notnowStaceyplease.

itookmythingsandwalkedtotheelevator.

igottoChulu'sofficehewaswithhisbrotherChumani.

Me:Molweni.

idon'tfeelcomfortablearoundChumanisincehesawmekissing

hisbrotherattheboardroom.

Chumani:MissBrownie,seeyoulaterbawo.

theyfistbumpedthenChumaniwalkedout.

Chulu:takeaseat.



idoastold.

Chulu:icalledyouherebcsiwantedtoknowbaeverythingis

sortedfortomorrow,didyoureceiveyouraccessories?

Me:yesigotthem ,thankyouverymuch-yougottaste.

hesmiled.

Chulu:iaim toplease.

irolledmyeyes.

Me:cockymuch,anywaysMrYeko'sP.Acalledearlieronshe

saidthatMrYekoisrequestingameetingMondaymorninghe

wantstodiscusscontract;looksliketheoldmanisfinally

pleased.

Chulu:yhofinally!thatoldmanisahardnuttocrack.

Me:truethat.

Chulu:yah,sosinceyou'reaccompaningmetotheevent

tomorrowidecidedtogiveyouanearlyFridaysothatyoucan

sorteverythingoutandyoualsoseem tired.

ismiled.

Me:it'slikeyoureadmymind,thankyouChulu.

Chulu:surething,closethedooronyourwayout.

istoodupandwalkedout.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



HLOMLADIKANA.

thehospitalmanagementdecidedtogivemeanearlydayoff

sinceiwasn'tfeelingwellihadsomepainonmylowerabdomen;

ihadthesepainsforaweeknowbutthey'reseverenowsothey

sendmehomesinceicouldn'ttakethepain.itriedsomepain

killersbuttheydidn'thelpsoiheardhome.thelasttimeihad

painslikethisit'swhenilostmybaby-thedoctorssaidthatIl

won'tcarrythebabyfullterm sincemywombisweak!yearsagoi

wasshotbymyex-boyfriendwhowasagangsterbutthat'sthe

storyforanotherday.

Sigh

whenilostmybabyiwasshattered,myhusbandandwerehurt

bcswewerelookingforwardtomeethim orherbutmybaby

didn'tmakeit.iwashurtthaticouldn'tgivemyhusbandkidsI

knowhewantsthem eventhoughhedoesn'tsayit.imeanwho

doesn'twantfamilyoftheirownspeciallywhenyou're35years

old?butworrynotigotmyfirstbornBrownie,she'smybabythat

oneIraisedhertobethewonderfulwomansheistoday,when

ourparentspassedawayipromisedmyselfthatiwillbethe

mothershedeservesafterourmother.Brownie'shappiness

meansalottome!ilovehertobits-SandiandBrownzarethe

onlyfamilyihaveonthisEarthandiloveandappreciatethem so

much.iwassurprisedtoseebrownieathomethisEarly,she

wassupposedtobeherearound5h00intheafternoonnotat

13h06midday.



Me:sthandwasam .

ikissedhercheekandsatdownnexttoher.

Brownie:lover,areyouokay?youlooklikeyou'reinpain.

ismiled.

Me:im okaylove,wenawhyareyoubackearly?

Brownie:ChulugavemeaearlyFridaytopreparemyselfsinceim

goingtoabusinessEventwithhim .

Me:wow,doyouhavesomethingtowear?

Brownie:don'tworryHlom ,im sorted.

Me:okaythen.

HlombeisinlovewiththisChuluguyicanseeitinhereyesor

whenevershetalksabouthim -ihopewhenithappenstheydate

hewon'tplaywithmybaby'sheart.

Me:im goingtolaydownalittle,pleasepreparedinner.

Brownie:okay,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyou.

istoodupandheadupstairs..

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.



todayistheEventdayI'm notreallylookingforwardtoittobe

honestijustwishtostayathome;I'vebeendraggingthisdaybut

alsoidon'twannadisappointedBrowniebcsshe'stheonewho

acceptedtheinvitationandshelookedexcitedtogotheresoi

hadabsolutelynochoicebcsIcan'tdothattoher.sosinceihad

nothingtodointhemeantimebcstheEventstartsat7pm i

shouldgoandvisitmyparentsit'sbeenawhilesinceIlastsaw

them andimissmymom ,soiwokeupandcleanedaroundit's

notthatdirtyaftercleaningicookedthenate!itookashowerand

woremycasualclothesthentookmycarkeysanddroveoffto

myparentshouse.

igotthere,mymom wasinthekitchenwithChumisa-dadwasin

thelivingroom watchingTV.

Me:Molweniemzini.

Mom cametomerunningandhuggedme.

Mom :ohmybaby.

shesaidplayingwithmycheeks,Chumisawaslaughing.

Me:hayMa,I'm toooldforthis.

Mom :haskawethu,howareyou?

Me:I'm finemom ,howareyou?

Mom :I'm goodasalways-you'rescarcewena.



Me:I'm justbusyMa,heyGwana.

igreetedmysister.

Chumisa:hibhuti,youlookgood.

Me:youknowmos.

Chumisa:uqalile.(you'vestarted)

wealllaughed.

Me:letmecheckondad.

iheadtothelivingroom ,myoldmanwassittingtherewatching

soccer.isatnexttohim .

Me:Statu.

Dad:Son.

Me:unjanixhego?.(Howareyou)

Dad:im goodson,howareyou?

Me:I'm fine.

helookedatmeforawhile.

Dad:youseem happythesedays,haveyoufoundagirlfriend?

ichuckled.

Me:Girlfriend?idon'twantanyGirlfriend.

Dad:why?you'reoldLupheloyouhavetogetmarriedfondini.

Me:haytimer,itstoosoon!maybeinthenext5years.



Dad:phambenewena,iwillfindyouawifemna.(you'recrazy)

ilaughed.

Me:haytimerkancane.

welaughed,wecontinuedtochatuntilmom calledustoeat

lunch.

laterthatdayiheadtomyhousesinceihadtogetreadyforthis

Event,itwasalready5h30soihadtoquicksothatIcouldgoand

fetchbrownieatdelft.itookaquickshowerandlotionedthenget

ready.afterim donedressingupitookmycarandflowersthen

drovestraighttodelft.iparkedinfrontofherhomeandsenther

atext.

*Comeoutmylady,yourprincecharmingishere*

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT18.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

"wow,youlooksplendid,sublimeandgorgeoussis"says

Hlomlaafterdressingmeupandapplyingmymake-up;igiggled

athercraziness.

Me:stopitmaan!

Hlomla:hawuim complementingmydaughternjeasaproud

mother.

welaughed

Me:thankslover.

Hlomla:Chulumancoissurelygoingtofainthere.

ismiledlookingatmyselfinthemirrorandimustsayHlom isthe

expertwhenitcomestoMakeupandallthatstuff;isurelyagree

thatim beautiful-im soexcitedaboutthisfunctionim noteven

nervoustobehonest,myphonebeepsitsatextfrom Chulu.

*Comeoutmylady,yourPrincecharmingishere*



ichuckledandshookmyhead,hecanbecrazywhenhewants

andikindalovesthatsideofhim morethantherudeandarrogant

one.itookmyclutchbagandmyphone.

Me:sisigottagonow,Chuluishere.

shesmiled.

Hlomla:havefunsthandwasam ,Iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoumore.

ikissedhercheekandwalkedouttheroom ;Andilewaswithhis

twlfriendsandbhut'Sandiinthelivingroom .Wheniappeared

theywhistledismiledatthem .

Luyanda:tsimaqocwa!

igiggledandheadtothedoor.

Me:byepeeps!

iwalkedout,ChulumancoParkedhiscarinfrontofthegate;

whenhesawmehegotoutthecar-helooked....idon'tknow

howtoexplainhim ,sexyisaunderstatement!he'sfreakenhot.

myjawwasliterallyonthefloorhecameandhuggedme;nigga

smellsgoodalso.

Me:tsi!thesonofnantsika;areyoutryingtooutshineeveryone

there?

hechuckledandkissedmyhands.

Chulu:youlooksublimemylady,shallwe?

Me:yessir.



heopenedthedoorformeIgotinandsatcomfortably-hewent

tohissideandgotin.heplayedsomemusic;myfavouritesong

tobespecificSelenaGomez-heartwantswhatitwants.

Chulu:yousmellgood,ialsoloveyournails.

ismiled;menwhocomplimentlittlethingsonyouareforkeeps-

theyboostthewoman'sconfidence.

Me:thankyou,soarewenotlateforthelate?

Chulu:we'relateonpurpose,icoulddowithsomegrand

entrance.

igiggled.

Me:velesibanyise!

Chulu:ndakxelelemchana(I'm tellingyou)

welaughed

itookoutmyphoneandtooksomepicturesofusandvideosall

thewaytothefunction.

after30minuteswearrivedatthehotelwheretheeventwas

takingplace,weparkedthecarintheparkinglot-therewere

manysportcarshereitshowsthatpeopleherearebigshot

businessmanwhomeansbusiness.Chuluopenedthedoorfor

methenholdmyhandthenweheadinside;ihadmyarm around

hiswaistandhisaroundmywaistwewerewelcomedbya

beautifulwhitewomanwholookedlikeshe'sinherearlythirties,

shesmiledandwalkedtowardsus.



"GoodeveningMrStatuandyourpartner"

Chulu:GoodEvening.

ohshe'sSandra,theEventorganiser.

Me:hey.

theyhadalittlechatthensheusheredusinside;Chululooked

boredbythiswoman,wefoundatablethenwesatdown.i

lookedaroundtheplacewasbeautifulandithadlotofsuccessful

businessmenandsomecelebritieshereandthere;ialsospotted

themostsuccessfulbusinessmanAzintsikaYekoandhis

gorgeouswife!theylookedveryoldnowandlookedverymuch

inlovewitheachotherevenMrYekoJunior;MrZwelibanziand

hisBeautifulwifeSkyeYeko.Enkosi'sparents.they'resucha

beautifulfamily,ifeltcoldlipsonmycheek.

Chulu:youseem far,areyouokay?

ismiled

Me:yesim fine,canihavesomechampagne?

hechuckled

Chulu:sure.

hecalledawaiter,hegavemeglassithankedhim .

Chulu:im goingtogreetfewoldfriends,areyougoingtobeokay

oryouwannacomewithme?

ishookmyhead

Me:noim good.



Chulu:iwillbeback.

hekissedmycheekandwalkedaway,itookmyphoneandgot

busywithit.

"iloveyourhairstyle;isityourrealhair?"ilookedupitsa

beautifullightskinnedwoman.

Me:thanks,yesit'smyrealhair.

shesmiled

"Canisit?"

toolateshe'salreadyseated.

"Im Monica"

Me:Hlombekazi.

shenodded.

Monica:beautifulname,areyouChulu'sGirlfriend?

Chulu?O-kay...

Me:noim not,he'smyboss.

shegiggled.

Monica:forgivemeithoughthe'syourman,imeanyouguys

lookgoodtogether-healsolookshappylikethelasttimeisaw

him .

ichuckled,idon'tknowhowtoanswerthat.

Me:howdoyouknowhim ?



Monica:im Liyana'smom .

myeyeswiden,cometothinkofitshelooksfamiliar....ohshe's

thatwomanwhowasinChulu'sofficewithLiyanaweeksback.

Me:ohnowirecognizeyou.

shesmiled.

Monica:takecareofhim ,he'swaytouptightmaan!andican

seethathelikesyou.

Me:helikesme?noways.

Monica:nevermindwethu.

welaughed

Me:youKnowwhenyousaidyou'reLiyana'smom ithought

you'reoneofthosebabymamaswhoalwaysthreatenesevery

womanthatbabydaddyisinvolvedwithtoleavehim alone.

welaughed.Monica:what?noways,I'm notthosebabymamas

;Chuluandineverdated!hewasmyonenightstandbutifell

pregnant.

Me:really?

shenodded.

Monica:yeah,anywayslookatyourleftsidehe'sbeenstaringat

you.

Me:who?

Monica:Chulumanco.



ilookedatmeleftside,Chuluwaswithothermenbuthewas

staringstraightatme.iwinkedathim -helookedaway.

Monica:youguyslookscutetogether.

ismiled.

Monica:itwasnicemeetingyoubrownie,igottago.

Me:Brownie?whodidyouknowthatname?

shegiggled.

Monica:Liyanaalwaystalksaboutyou.

ismiled.

Me:okay,itwasnicemeetingyoutoo.

shesmiledandwalkedaway...

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ilookedatheroverthere,she'slaughingwithMonica(Liyana's

mom )theyseem togetalongprettywell.BesidesMonica

doesn'tlikedramashe'sverypolitesoiscoredmyselfsomegood

babymamatherewho'snotgoingtochaseeverygirlfriendihave.

beingwithBrowniewhileshe'slookingthatsmokeyhotwasthe

hardestthingieverdone!iwasfightingtourguetotouchheryou

know;imustsayshelookedverygorgeousijustwishtokissher.

I'vebeenstaringatherthiswholetimeuntilshenoticedand



winkedatme,ilookedawayhidingmyself;whatisshedoingto

me?.

Sigh

AftersometimeSandrawenttothepodium todeliverherspeech

andwhatsoeverIwastotallynotinterestedtobehonestijust

wantedtogohomerightnow.itookoutmyphoneandtexted

brownie.

"let'sgohome,im bored"

"ReallyChulumanco?wejustgotheremos"

"hayim boredmna,masambefondini"

"Finethen."

iputmyphonebacktomypocketandstoodup,shealsostood

upandwalkedtowardstheentrancewewalkedouttogether.

Brownie:you'resuchaboreChulumanco!

Me:haywethu.

sherolledhereyesandwalkedtowardsthecarandgotinside,is

shemad?hehake.igotinsidethecarandstartedtheengine

thendroveoff.

Me:Brownie?

Silence

Me:Hlombekazi?mamqoma?



Silence.isighed.

Me:areyoumad?

Brownie:whatdoyouthink?justleavemealoneChulumanco.

Me:okay.

insteadofdrivingherhomeidrovestraighttomyhouse.

Brownie:uyaphi?thisisnotmywayhome?

ididn'tanswerme,sheclickedhertonguethenfocusedonher

phone.She'sdramatic.

iarrivedatmyhouseandwebothgotoutthecarandwalked

towardsthedoor,wegotinigrabbedherandpinnedheragainst

thedoor.

Me:areyoumadatme?

isaidwhisperingtoherear.

Brownie:n...no..im not.

Me:thenwhyareyougivingmesilenttreatment?

Brownie:I..

icouldn'twaitforhertofinish,ijustkissedher.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

There'ssomethingiwanttosay

Butwordssometimesgetintheway

ijustwanttoshowmyfeelingsforyou

There'snothingthatI'dratherdo

Thanspendeverymomentwithyou

iguessyoushouldknow

iloveyouso

You'remylady

You'reallim livingfor

There'snowayicanresistyourpreciouskiss

Girlyou'vegotmesohypnotized.



hepressedhisbodyonmineagainstthedoor,kissingmyneck

leavingwetkisses.hishandisonmyboobwhiletheotheroneis

massagingmybutt.myarmsarewrappedaroundhisneck;my

handbrushinghishead.heleftmyneckandgetbacktomy

mouthandkissedmeslowlyanddelicate-hislipsarewarm and

soft!heunzippedmydressanditfallsonmyfeetwhileiun

buttonshisshirt,thekisswentfrom beingslowlytoafastsloppy

onewhilstundressingeachother.heopenedmythighswithhis

handandtouchmycoochie.thankGodishavedbcsidon'tlike

pubichair.hishandcameincontactwithclitandplayedwithhis

fingeraroundit,imoanedinpleasure.

Chulu:shit!!you'resowet.

hecirculatesmyclitwithhisfingerwhilehismouthisinmyboob!

heleftmymouthandtrailedkissesallthewayfrom myboobsto

bellybutton;hebentdownandhungmylegoverhisshoulderand

blewsomeairintomycoochiethensniffedit,hemoanedwhile

sniffedandthatshitturnedmeonrealquick,helickedmy

coochiewithhistongueandsuckingonclit..

Me:ohhhhhchulu..

hesuckedandblewsomeaironmycoochiedrivingmecrazy;he

theninsertedisfingeriflinchedalittle,it'sbeenawhilesincei

sleptwithaguy.hemovedhisfingersslowlybutdeepinsideme

hittingalltherightspotswhilekissingme.iwassuchamoaning

messnje-thepleasurewastoomuchforme.myfeltmy

stomachtightens,mylegsstartedtotremble.

Me:C...Chuluim about...tocum !



Chulu:cum formebaby..

hemumbledagainstmylips,ididn'tneedtobetoldtwicei

cummed.mylegswerewobblyicouldn'tstandstill;iwas

breathingheavilyaftertheorgasm ihad.

Chulu:im notdonewithyou.

hepickedmeupandheadupstairswithmeinhisarms.

wegotintohisbedroom hethrewmeonthebedandgotontop

ofmethenkissedmefastandhungrily,wewerebothbreathing

heavily.hecuppedmyboobwithhishandandmassageditwhile

hisotherhandisonmyclitrubbingitfast.

Me:mhhhhh...

imoanedwhileChuluiscontinuingtorubmyclitwithhisfinger-i

justwantedhim insideme.

Me:Chulumancopl....please!

Chulu:pleasewhat?

heaskedbreathingheavilytoo.

Me:pleasefuckme!

Chulu:withpleasure..

hetookoffhispantsandopenedmylegswithhiskneeandgot

betweenthem .hishandreachedforthedrawerinthepedestal

andtookoutacondom andopeneditwithhisteeth;heputiton

andkissedmeagain.ifelthim rubbinghistiponmyalreadywet



coochie.

Chulu:(whispering)Doyouwantthis?

inodded.

Chulu:wordsHlombekazi.

Me:y....yesChul-ahhhhh!

ididn'tevenfinishtalkinghejustpushedallofhim insideme

almostreachingmywomb.ibitemylowerliptryingtoadjustto

hissize.hedidn'tmove.

Chulu:areyouokay?

inoded,hemovedslowlyandslowly.

Chulu:fuck!!

hesaidmovingfasternow,imoanedaspleasurekickedin.he

washittingalltherightplaces.

Chulu:shitbrownie!!

hesaidwhisperinginmyearwhilethrustingfastanddeeper

insideme.hehungbothmylegsoverhisshouldersandthrust

deeper.

Me:ohhhhhmyGod..

Chulu:shiiit!!thisissogood...

hewasmovingfasternowholdingmeverytight.myvagina

clenchedaroundhismanhoodandmystomachtightens.

Chulu:(breathingheavily)waitformebrownie.



Me:i...ican't..

mylegsstartedtotrembleashethrustsfaster-ifeltsomething

cominghepulledout...

Me:Chulupl...please..

heturnedmearound,mychestdownandmyassup!hespunked

myasscoupleoftimesbeforepushinghimselfdeepinsideme.

Me:ohhhhhChulu...

Chulu:holyshiit...

hethrustsdeeperandfasterwhilemoaning,icouldn'tfeelmy

legsanymorehekeepsonspunkingmyasseverynowandthen.

Chulu:ohhhshit!

icouldfeelthathewascomingbcshewasholdingmybutt

cheekshard-hegroanedloudlyasheshothisseedonthe

condom .

Chulu:fuck!

hesaidlayinghissweatybodyagainstmine.wewereboth

breathingheavily.

Chulu:thisisthebestsexieverhad,areyougood?

inoded,hegotoffmeandheadtothebathroom ,ilaidthereon

thebedfeelingtired.hecamebackholdingadamptoweland

wipedcoochieandkissedit-ifeltsleepapproachingijustclose

myeyesandfellintodeepslumber..



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

lastnightihadagreatnighttobehonest,iwasn'tgoingtosleep

withBrowniebutthingsescalatedtootherthingsbutdamn!the

geeisgood;damngood.Thatsexwasthebestoneieverhad-

yesisleptwithlotsofgirlsbeforebutthatone?yhoha.a.when

weweredoneshewasalreadytiredandoutofitidon'tblameher

thoughthesexwasgoodtoomuch.soaftershesleptisearched

forhersister'snumberonherphoneandsendhertexttellingher

thatshe'snotcomingbackandshe'ssafe.igotUndercoversand

broughtherclosertomethenweslept.

inthemorningiwokeup,Browniewasstilloutofit;ilookedaher

whileshe'ssleeping,thiswomanisridiculouslybeautifulifimust

say,withhersmallmouthandlonglashes,herskinissmooth

andflawlessandherlongsilkyhairisalloverherfacemakingher

morecute.itooksomepicturesofherbcsican'tletthis

cutenessgotowaste.ican'tbelieveisleptwithher!notthati

regretthatorsomethingbutnomaanthisismypersonal

assistantican'tbesexuallyactivewithherbutaftertheamazing

nightwehadim definitelykeepinghercloser.ikissedher

foreheadthengotoffthebed,iheadtothebathroom then

washedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth;itookashowerthenwore

mysweatpantsandvestthenheaddownstairstopreparesome

foodforthemadam .iplayedsomemusicwhilepreparingthe

food...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT20.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMLADIKANA.

Browniedidn'tcomehomeyesterdaybutshesentmeatext

sayingthatshe'snotcomingbackandshe'ssafe.iwasrelieved

bcsicouldn'tsleepwithoutherathomebcsgirlsarenotsafe

nowdays;theygetrapedandkilledsoican'trelaxwhileshe'snot

athome.iknowshe'soldtotakecareofherselfbutshe'smy

babyyouknow.andiwon'tforgivemyselfifsomethinghappens

toher.I'vebeenlayingonthisbedsinceiwokeupbutican't

seem togetoutofit,thecrampsihadyesterdayarestillthere

butthey'renotseverelikethelasttime-idon'tknowwhatcaused

them maybeishouldcontactadoctor.

Sigh

wheniwokeupSandisowasn'tnexttome;isighedrubbingmy

abdomengently.igotoffthebedandheadtothebathroom i

washedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeththenheadbacktothe

bedroom igotthereSandiwasthereopeningthecurtains.there

wasatraywithfoodontopofthebed.



Me:Goodmorningmqocwa.

heturnedtolookatmeandsmiled.

Sandi:Molomamqoma,awusemhle.(you'rebeautiful)

igiggled,helovescomplementingme.

Me:thanksbaby.

Sandi:imadebreakfastforyousinceyoudidn'teatdinner.

Me:ohwthankyoulove.

isatonthebedandtookthetrayandputitonmylapandkissed

hislips.iatewhilefeedinghim also.iwincedaspainhitmeon

myabdomen.

Sandi:babyuright?

inoded.

Me:im goodmqocwa.

henodded,buticanseehewasn'tconvinced,wecontinuedto

eatwhilehavingsomeconversation.iscreamedloudlyasithits

meagain.

Sandi:that'sit!im takingyoutohospital.

Me:nobaby-

Sandi:haymamqoma.

hepickedmeupandheaddownstairswithme



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

im wokenupbymusicplayingdownstairs,itsoneofmyfavorite

songs;ZungandithembibyVusiNovaandKellykhumalo.i

lookedbesidesmeitsemptyChuluisnotinbed.

Sigh

whatdidiexpect?cuddlesorwhatever,imeanhe'snotmy

boyfriendmoswejustslepttogetherlastnight.speakingoflast

nightienjoyedthesextobehonest-itwassoogoodthedude

knowshisbusinessseriously!idon'tevenregretitiwouldifhe

fonyozedmebuthedidn'twhichisabigtickforme.icanstill

feelthepainbetweenmylegsbutitwasalmostworthit....Ohmy

God!ididn'ttellHlom thatiwasn'tcomingback-wherethehellis

myphonenow?.

"don'tworryI'vealreadysendherthetext"iscreamedas

someonetalksididn'texpectitithoughtiwastheonlyoneinthe

room .hewasstandingbythedoorholdingatraywithfood.

Chulu:Goodmorning,imadeyousomethingtoeat.

ismiled

Me:thankyou.

igotupandheadtothebathroom andwashedmyfacethen

brushedmyteethwithasealedtoothbrushthatwasinthecabinet

theniheadbacktothebedroom .Chuluwasmakingthebedthen

heopenedthecurtainsandwindows.



Me:thankyouforthebreakfast.

hesmiledandpeckedmylips.itookthetrayandate-hesatnext

tomeandclearedhisthroat.

Me:whatisit?

Chulu:aboutlastnight..

Me:whataboutit?

Chulu:nothingiswrongwithitbutihopeitwon'tchangethings

betweenus.

ifrowned.

Me:changethingsbetweenus?

henodded.

Chulu:whatim sayingthatitwon'tputideasonyourmindabout

us,wejustfuckednothingelse.

Me:doyouregretwhathappened?

Chulu:noidon't,ihadagreattimelastnightbutitendsthere

okay?ihopeweunderstandeachother.

iwashurtnoliesbutthenwhatdidiexpect?arelationshipfrom

him orwhat,im suchafool.ifakedasmile.

Me:iunderstand.

Chulu:greatthen,eatupsothatyoucanshower.



inodedahdcontinuedtoeatuntilifinished.hetooktheutensils

andwalkedout.istoodupandwalkedtothebathroom itooka

showerthengotoutwithatowelwrappedaroundmybody;Chulu

wassittingontopofthebed!idroppedthetowelandusedthe

otheronetowipemybody-icouldfeelhiseyesonmebutididn't

lookback.hesneakedbehindandhuggedme,icouldfeelhis

crotchonmyass;hiswarm breathhittingmyneck.hekissedmy

neckslowlyleavingwetkisses.heturnedmearoundandkissed

mylips,hiswarm handcuppedmyboobandmassagedit.i

moanedsoftly,thisman'stouchisdoingthingstomeican't

resistit.weweredisturbedbymyringingphone.

Me:myphoneChulu.

Chulu:ignoreit.

hesaidandkissedmeagain,ipushedhim off-hegroaned.

Me:itmustbeimportant.

iwalkedpasthim andtookmyphonefrom thepedestalihad8

missedcallsfrom bhut'SandiandAndile.icalledbhut'Sandi

immediately.

bhut'Sandi:Browniecometothehospitalrightnow!

Me:what?why?what'swrong?

bhut'Sandi:Hlombekazi!

Me:okayfine.

idroppedthephoneandwipedmyselfquickly.

Chulu:andthenwhat'swrong?



Me:idon'tknow,bhut'Sandisaidishouldcometothehospital

rightnow.

Chulu:okay,waithere.

hedisappearedtohiswalkinclosetandcomebackwithsome

sweatpantsandashirt.iquicklylotionedandworetheclothesi

worehissleepersthenweheadout.wegotinsidethecarand

droveoff.

hedroppedmeoffatthehospitalthatHlom worksatihead

insidetothereception,isawbhut'SandiandAndileseatedonthe

benchesiwenttothem .

Me:whathappenedguys?where'sHlomla?

bhut'Sandisighed.

bhut'Sandi:she'sinsidebrownie,doctorisbusywithher.

Me:busywithher?isshesick?

Andile:shehadsomecrampssowerushedherhere.

isighedandsatdownonthebenches.

Andile:andthenwena,whereareyoucomingfrom wearinga

man'sclothes?

irolledmyeyes.

Me:notnowAndileplease.

heclickedhistongue,andthen?wassupwithhim ?



afteranhourwe'vebeenhereadoctorfinallycaneytowardsus

Dr:HlomlaLayi?

bhut'Sandi:that'smywife.

Dr:I'vegotgoodnews.

Me:whatisitdoctor?

Dr:MrsLayi'scrampswerecausedbyastretchingofawomb.

me:huh?

Dr:CongratulationsMrLayi,yourwifeis2monthspregnant.

itwentquiteforawhile,ijustscreamedjumpingupanddown!!i

can'tbelievemysisterisgoingtobeamotherafterthedoctor

toldthem thatshewillnevergetpregnantagainsinceshewas

shotinthewombbyherex-boyfriendwhowasahardcore

gangster..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT21.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

SANDISO(HLOMLA'SHUSBAND)

tosayim happywouldbeanunderstatementtobehonest,im

overthemoon;imeanim goingtobeafatherforasecondtime

noweventhinkourfirstbabydidn'tmakeit-ihopetherewon'tbe

anyproblemswiththisoneorwewon'tlosethebabybcsthat

wouldsurelybreakapart.I'vealwayswantedachildbutsincemy

wifewasshotbyherex-boyfriendinherwomb;thebulletcaused

problemsuntilthedoctorsaidshewillneverconceiveagain,

thosenewstrashedmyheartseriouslyI'vealwayswantedtobuild

afamilywithhlom from theveryfirsttimeisawher.

iknewrightthere-thatineedtomakehermineiwasherlecture

invarsity;shewasquite,reservedandverysmart.thatmorning

shearrivedlateinmyclassiwasgoingtoreprimandher-ihada

hugehangoverthatmorningiwasnoteveninthemoodbutwhen

iheardhervoiceandlookedupiwasmetbyabeautifulmelanin

womanstandingtherewithbeautifuleyeslookingatmescared!



allthatiwasgoingtosayjustwentoutofthewindowandijust

said"hlalaphantsimamqoma"eversincethenineverstopped

thinkingaboutheruntilisawheragainatthemallshewaswith

hersisterBrownie.Browniewasstillateenageratthattime-

mamqomamademerunafterherformonthsjusttogether

numberimagine!Afteralotofbeggingandrunningafterher-she

finallyagreedtogooutonadatewithme.thewayiwasso

happythatnighticouldn'tsleepikeptoncheckingmyoutfitevery

nowandthen,AndileandLuyandawerelaughingatmeevery

timebutiignoredthem sincetheydidn'tunderstandwhatwasi

goingthrough;iwasalreadyfallendeeplyinlovewithher.

"Whatareyouthinkingaboutthatmadeyousmilelikethat?."her

sweetvoicemademesnapoutofit,irushedtowardsherand

huggedhertight.

Me:thankyousomuchmamqoma.

shegiggledwhileikissedheralloverherface.

Hlom :what'sgoingonmqocwa,whatmadeyouthishappy?

ismiled.

Me:we'regoingtobeparentsagain.

shewentquite..

Hlom :what?

thatcameoutasawhisper,shehasglossyeyesihuggedhershe

justsobbed.

Me:shhhshdon'tcrymylove,Godhasansweredourprayers



we'regoingtobeparentsforthesecondtimenow.

Hlom :(crying)ican'tbelievethis!buthow?

Me:haybobabyitsquiteobvious,wehadsexthenyoufell

pregnantsimple.

sheburstoutlaughingandhitmyshoulderplayfully.thisisalli

everwantedtosee.theloveofmylifehappyallthetime....

••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

lateronbhut'SandicamebackwithHlom whowasallsmilesand

loveydoveywithherhusband.

Me:MolweniLovebirds.

Hlom :heybaby.

shesatdownonthecouch,bhut'Sandicoveredherwithathrow

thatwasonthecouch.

Me:howareyoufeeling?

shesmiledwarmly.

Hlom :im sohappybrownie,ireallyam!

igiggled.



Me:icanseethat,whydoisensea"but"?

shesighed.

Hlom :whatifilosethebaby?whatifthebabydoesn'tmakeit

likethefirstone?idon'twannagothroughthatpaineveragain

hlombe.

isighedandhuggedher.

Me:stopwiththenegativityhlom ,nothingisgoingtohappento

thelittlebundle.Godansweredyourprayersofalwayswantinga

childandhegaveyouonebegreatfulforthat.

Hlom :ihearyou,anywaysiboughtyousomething.

Me:whatisit?

iaskedexcitedshegiggledandtooksomethingoutofherbag-

itsasixpackofberniniblush.

ismiled.

Me:awmarora!exactlywhatineed.

shelaughed.

Hlom :you'resuchadrunkardHlombekazi!

Me:haywethu.

welaughed.

Hlom :sohowwasthefunction?

isighed.



Me:canwenottalkaboutit?

Hlom :iunderstand.

Me:iwillbeinmyroom .

itookthesixpackandheadupstairs.igotthereandthrew

myselfonthebedfacingup.

myphonebeepsitsatextfrom Chulu.

*howisyoursister?areyouok?*.Mxm .

ijustswitchedoffmyphoneanddrankmybernini.

••••••••••••••••••

Mondaymorningiwokeupandtookabathandworemyclothes;

tiedmyhairneatlyandpuffedmyperfumeandappliedmylip

gloss,igrabbedmybagandphonethenheaddownstairs.the

housewasemptylookslikeeveryonehasgonetowork!itookan

applethenheadtothetaxirank.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT22.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

iarrivedatworkalittlebitearly,ihad7minutestosparebefore

theofficetimestartssoidecidedtogoandgreetStacey.its

beenawhilesinceilasttalkedtoher;iwalkedtowardsheras

she'sfocusedonthecomputerinfrontofher-shelooked....

Differentmaan!shegainedweightsheshehasunexplainable

glowonher.

Me:hiboo.

shelookedupatmeandsmiled.

Stacey:Browncookieitsbeenawhile.

Me:I'vebeenbusystace,howareyouthough?

Stacey:im perfectlyfineg,howareyou?

Me:I'm good;doyouhaveanewman?

shegiggled

Stacey:nowhy?

Me:yougainedweightandyou'reglowing,isthenewhubby

treatingyougood?

shelaughed



Stacey:NomaanBrownie,im justenjoyinglifeyouknow.

Me:yeahright,anywaysigottagoseeyouonlunchtime.

Stacey:okaybye.

itookmythingsandwalkedtotheelevatoripressedmyfloor

number.iarrivedthereandheadstraighttomyoffice-iputmy

thingsinplaceandopenedmywindowsforsomefreshairthen

headtothekitchentomakecoffeeforMrStatu.whenigottohis

office,hisdoorwasslightlyopenedandhewasstandingbythe

windowtakingtosomeoneoverthephone;iopenedthedoorand

gotin.heturnedandsmiledatmebutididn'treturnthegesturei

justputthecoffeeandtheiPaddownthenheadout.

Sigh

im doingallthebesticouldtoavoidChulu,ijustdon'twannatalk

tohim afterhehurtmyfeelingslikethat.im notregrettingwhat

happenedbetweenusorwhateverbuthedidn'thavetotellme

thatishouldn'tgetideasaboutusmxm -hejustwantedtoget

betweenmythighsandthestupidmeallowedhim!whatwasi

eventhinking?thatafterweslepttogetherhe'sgoingtofallin

lovewithme?nx.Menareallthesame;therearenobetterones

thanothersthey'rejustthesame.theofficephoneringsMaking

metosnapoutofitandanswered.

Me:MissDikanaspeaking?

"Browniepleaserefillthecoffeeformeandbringthefilethathas

AyabongaPeter'sname."

Me:alright.



thelinewentdead....

itookthefilefrom thecabinetandheadtothekitchen-imade

thecoffeeagainthenwenttohisoffice;iknockedtwiceheletme

in.hewasnowsittingonhischairlookingallsortsofyummybut

im nothereforthat.

Me:thereyougo

igavehim thethings.

Chulu:thankyou

inodedandwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Chulu:Brownie?

Me:yes?

Chulu:areyouokay?areweokay?

ifakedasmile.

Me:yeahwe'recool.

hesighed.

Chulu:thisiswhatiwastalkingabout!iaskedyounicelyHlombe

yesterdaythatwhathappenedbetweenusshouldnotchange

thingsbetweenusbutyou'redoingexactlythesamethingiasked

younottodo.

isighed.

Me:Chulumancocanigonow?

Chulu:ohcomeonHlombekazi.



Me:bye.

Chulu:Mamqomacomehere.

hemovedhischairbackwardsandpattedonhislap.

asmuchasitrytoavoidthisguyican't,hehasthiseffectonme

thatican'tcontrol.insteadofwalkingoutthedoorifoundmyself

walkingtowardshim andsatonhislap,hewrappedhisarms

aroundmywaistandkissedmylips.

Chulu:areyoumadatme?

ishookmyhead.

Chulu:thenwhyareyougivingmecoldshoulder?

Me:ididn'tgiveyouanycoldshoulder.

hesighedandheldmyhands.

Chulu:mamelaHlombekaziienjoyedwhathappenedusitwas

amazingandidon'tevenhaveanyregrets,ifihavebeengivena

chanceiwoulddoitwithoutthinkingtwicebuttheproblem starts

withcatchingfeelings!Browniemnaidon'tdolove-idon'twant

anyrelationshipijustsmashandpass.ithoughtwhenweslept

togetheryou'renotgoingtocatchfeelingsbutyoudidandim

sorrytodisappointyoumyloveI'm notthere;idon'tloveokay.i

justhopeyouwon'thatemeoryouwon'tfeelrejected.inmy

worldit'sjustsexnothingmorenothingless,soshouldwedoit

again?

hesaidlookingstraightintomyeyes.im hurttobehonestbyall

this.thissmashandpassthingissurelynotformebutienjoyed



thesexandiwouldliketodoitagain.maybeishouldjustforget

aboutthisnewlyfeelingsihaveandjustenjoythegoodsexthat

hegivesme.

Me:yeswe'regoingtodoitagain.

hesmiled.

Chulu:okaythen.

hejustkissedme,whichthatturnedintoasteamymakeoutin

theoffice...

••••••••••••••••••••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

afterthesteamyroundwehad,browniehadtorushtothe

pharmacytogetmorningafterpills.we'renotreadytohavea

babyspeciallynotlikethisjustbcswe'renoteventogetherwe're

justsleepingtogether.im justgladthatI'vemetsomeonewho's

matchmysexappetiteandwho'swillingtotrynewthingswith

meinbed.Hlombeisabeautifulyoungwomanwhoisfulloflife.

she'samazingpersonandfunonetobearoundwith-ienjoyed

thenightwespendtogetheryesterday!im nothavinganyregrets

ofsleepingwithher.Brownieiscatchingfeelingsveryquicklyand

thatwouldbethedeathofher-weonlyslepttogetheroncebut

shealreadycatchedfeelingssomethingidon'tdo.mnaidon'tdo

love;ijustsmashandpass.idon'twantantrelationshipbutim

gladthatsheunderstoodmeandshe'swillingtorepeatthe

amazingnightwehadyesterdaywithinvolvingloveinbetween

bcsit'snotgoingtowork-im notthemanforher!shedeserves

someonewho'sgoingtoloveherdearlylikeshedeservesand

mnaidon'thavethatloveforanotherwomaniwilljust

complicateherlifeandbringhertroublesthatshedoesn'tdeserve

.I'm stilldealingwithmydemonssoidon'twanttodragherin

mycomplicatedlifeyouknow.

Sigh

ijusthopeherfeelingswon'tchangethingsbetweenus,bcsican

seethatshe'seasilyhurtandidon'twannabetheonethathurts

hersoisuggestthatsexwouldbethethingthatbringsus

togetherwithoutinvolvingotherthings.



anywaysitwaslunchtimenowandim stillworkingsinceim not

hungryIldecidedtowork.whilstworkingmydoorburstopenand

myfriendsgotincarryingtwolargepizzasand2litresofCoke.

Me:Gents.

Them :awe.

theymadethemselvescomfortableinthecouchthere.

Phila:you'rescarcethesedayswassup?

Me:im busywiththatcontractAyabongawasworkingonbefore

heleftforJoburg.

Kungawo:alright,speakingofAyabongahecalledyesterday

sayingthathe'scomingbacknextweeksoweshouldpreparea

welcomingpartyforhim .

welaughed.

Bonga:he'scrazy!

wellAyabongaisthecraziestinthegroupandhelovespartying

alot.buthe'sfocusedonhisworktoo,heknowshowtomanage

hiswildsideandworkside.theGentsopenedthepizzaboxes

thenwediggedin..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT23.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

theweekwentbyveryquicklyandtodaywasFridayim wrapping

upmyworkbeforegoinghome,Brownieisgoingtospendthe

weekendwithmeandgobackhomeSundayafternoon!im super

excitedifyouaskmeidon'tknowwhyitsnotlikeim notusedto

Brownzbuttheexcitementihaveistoomuch-ithinkweekend

aregoingtobemyfavoriteifaregoingtobelikethis.iloveto

havebrowniearoundshe'sabreathoffreshair,herpresence

bringspeaceintomyheart;myhouseisnolongerdullwhenshe's

arounditjustfeelslikehome.soafterwrappingupmyworki

packmythingsandwalkedoutineedtocooksomethingforher

sinceshe'sgoingbutfirstshe'sgoingtogoandpackher

overnightbagatherhousewhileim stillcookingforus,iwalked

intotheelevatorandpressedthefirstfloor,whenigotthere

BrownzandStaceywerelaughingatsomethingonStacey's

phone!herlaughteriscuteandcontagious-she'sverybeautiful

whenshelaughs.shecaughtmelookingatherijustwinkedat

herandwalkedtotheexit.igotinsidemycaranddrovetomy

house.

igotintomyhouseandtookaquickshowerandworecasual

clothesandstartedonthepotswhilechangingsheetsonmy

bedroom -ilaughedatmyselfdoingthis!im likeahighschoolboy



who'sabouttosneakhisgirlfriendintohisroom andhe'smaking

surethateverythingisclean.imeanBrowniehasbeenhere

beforeandineverchangedanysheetsforherbuttodayangazi.

afterchangingthesheetsiheadbacktothekitchentocheckthe

potswithin20minutesDinnerwillbeready,its6pm andBrownz

isnothereyet....Maybeshe'srunninglateidon'twannacallher

andbeanuisancebcsBrownieisunpredictableshecanchange

theseplanswithoutthinkingtwicesoidon'twannasound

persistent.ifinishedcookingidishedupforusandputthefood

inthewatersinceim nothungeryetI'm justwaitingforthe

madam toarrive.ijustpouredaglassofwhiskeythensatdown

onthecouchwatchingTV.

theclockhits7pm intheeveningbrownieisstillnothere

Sigh

Wherethehellisshe?didshestoodmeup?im sohurt-she

shouldn'thaveletmeknowthatshe'snolongercomingsothati

couldeatandsleepnotthisshitshe'sdoing.she'sghostingme

mos.

Sigh

whyam ievenhurtbythisshit?imeanitsnotlikeshe'smy

girlfriendorsomethingclosetothatsowhymyheartisbroken

whenshe'snolongercoming.itookmyphoneanddialledher

numberbutitwentstraighttovoicemail.

Me:fuck!!!



isatdownonthecouchdefeatedmaybeishouldgoandsleep....

iturnedofftheTVandstoodupwheniwasabouttogoupstairs

thedoorbellrangisighedandwalkedtothedoorandopened,

theresheislookingallsortsofbeautifulinhersweatpantsand

hoodie-herhairistiedupneatlyatthebackwithherovernight

bagoverhershoulder.

Brownie:ain'tyougonnaletmeinoryouwillcontinuetostareat

melikethat?

shesaidflashingherbeautifulsmileichuckledandpickherup

thenspunheraround;shegiggledwhileholdingontomyarms

tightly.iputherdownandkissedherlips.

Me:ithoughtyoustoodmeup!

shegiggled

Brownie:im sorryforkeepingyouwaiting,justthatbhut'Sandi

didn'twantmetogo.

Me:who'sthat?

Brownie:mysister'shusband.

inoded.

Me:okayputyourbagoverthereandcometothekitchen.

Brownie:okay.

iwalkedtothekitchenandwarmedupoverfoodwhileshe's

sittingonthebarstoollookingaround.

Brownie:thisisbeautiful,ididn'thaveaproperlookwheniwas



herethelasttime.

Me:thankyou.

igaveherthefoodandsomejuiceandialsogotminethenwe

ate.afterwedoneeatingwewashedthedishesthenhead

upstairs.

Brownie:iwilltakeashowersolong.

Me:okay.

shetookherthingsandheadtothebathroom .iwentdownstairs

andlookthedoorandturnedoffthelightsthenheadupstairs

againandmadethebed-browniecameouttheshowerwitha

towelwrappedaroundherbodywhileshe'sdryingherhair.i

walkedovertoherandheldherbythewaistandbringhercloser

tomethensmashedmylipsonhers;sherespondedimmediately

.thekisswasslowandpassionate!iwaskissingeverycornerof

hermouth-bitingandsuckingherlips.igrabbedhernotsobig

buttshemoanedsoftlyonmymouthigroaned..

•••••••••••••••••••••••



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

iwasstilltryingtosleepafteroursteamyroundswhenihear

someonecrying,sinceiwasstillsleepythispersonsoundedlike

faraway,his/hercriessoundvividly.itriedtosleepagainbut

thecriesgotworseit'sliketheyarecomingfrom thisroom we're

sleepinginisatuprightandlookednexttome.Chulumancois

havingannightmares,he'saskingforforgivenessforAunt

Nozethuorwhoeverthatpersonis,he'saskinghernottodothis

andidon'tknowwhatisit.he'sshakingvigorously.istartedto

panicbcsineversawChululikethis!he'scryinginhisdream .

Me:Chulumanco?Chuluwakeup!

isaidclappinghisslightlyandshakinghim buthedoesn'twake

up;hekeepsaskingforthisNozethuwomantostopwhatever

she'sdoing.

Me:Chulumanco!!

ishakehim harderthistimeandhejumpsupbreathingheavily,

hehadtearsinhisfaceheattackedmewithatighthugiholdinto

him brushinghisback.

Me:shhhshitsjustadream .

isaidbrushinghisbackandrockinghisbackandforth.ifeltmy

chestgettingwethe'scrying......iwonderwhathappenedtohim

andwho'sthisNozethuwoman.



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT24.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

we'vebeenquitefortoolongnow,Chulustoppedcryingawhile

agohe'sjustsniffinghereandthereandhisfaceisburiedonmy

smalltits-helooksreallycomfortable!ihavelotofquestionsbut

iwon'tasknowhewilltellmewhatHappenedtohim whenhe's

readybcsicanseethatwhateverhappenedorwhatthisNozethu

didisreallybiganditistormentinghim ,hisfacelooksscared

whenhewasdreamingandhewascrying.seeinghim inthat

statebrokemylittlehearttopieces.itookmyphoneand

checkedthetimeits3am inthemorningimovedswiftlytosit

uprightbutthepainbetweenmylegsistoomuchiwinced.Chulu

quicklylookedupatme.

Chulu:uright?

inodded.heputhishandonmyvaginaandrubbeditalittle.

Chulu:iwillprepareyouabathwithsomesoothingsaltsokay?

Me:okay.



hekissedmylipsandstoodupbuttnaked.

Me:niceass!

helaughed,im gladimadehim laughagain.

Chulu:voetsek!

hewalkedtothebathroom ,isighedandlaiddownonthebed

whilewaitingforChulu.myphoneringsitsAndile,ifrowned-

whatdoeshewantatthistime?ianswered.

Me:Andile?

Andile:HeyBrownieareyousleeping?

Me:yesiam ,whyareyouasking?

Andile:pleaseopenthedoorforme.

Me:openthedoorforyou?where?

Andile:hayboBrownz,endlininje.(athome)

iclearedmythroat.

Me:I'm notathome.

Andile:uphi?(whereareyou?)

Me:im somewherealongtheworldwethuAndile.

hewentquiteforawhile..

Andile:brownieareyoudating?

iscoffed.



Me:how'sthatanyofyourbusiness?

Andile:Nevermind.

hedroppedthecall,hehake.

"Whowasthat?."saysChululeaningonthebathroom door

frame,withhisarmsfoldedagainsthischest.

Me:itwasAndile.

Henodded.

Chulu:befunantoni?

Me:hayboChulumanco,what'swiththe21questions?

hechuckled.

Chulu:yourbathisready.

Me:sharp.

istoodupandheadtothebathroom ,igotinsidethebathand

relaxed..

.

.

.

.

.



im wokenupbycoldlipskissingmine,iputmyhandonhisface

andpushedhim away-hejustlaughed.

Chulu:Goodmorningsthandwasam .

ididn'tanswerhim ,ijustpulledtheblanketovermyhead,he

laughedagain.

Chulu:hayboHlombe,im tryingtoberomanticmos.

Me:ididn'taskyouto.

isaidwithmyeyesclosed.

Chulu:imadebreakfast.

iopenedmyeyesandmetwithChulu'shandsomefacesmilingat

me.

Me:thankyou.

Chulu:yhohaykodwaumntuabemhleevuka?u'sure

ungowalaphaekapasisi?(nomanapersonbebeautifulearlyin

themorning?areyousurethatyou'refrom hereincapesis?)

ijustburstoutlaughing,he'sbackbeingtheoldChulu.

Me:haska.

irubbedmyeyesandsatupstraight.hemadesourporridgethen

aglassofmilk,istoodupandheadtothebathroom iwashedmy

faceandbrushedmyteeththenheadbacktothebedroom -he

wasopeningthecurtains;thebedwasalreadymade.isatontop

andatetheporridgeitwasdeliciousshame.iraisedmyheadto

lookathim he'ssmilingatme.



Me:what?

hechuckled.

Chulu:ididn'tknowyoucanbechildish.

ifrowned.

Me:childish?

Chulu:yeah,You'rehumminganddancingwithyourheadwhile

eating.

igiggled.

Me:ididn'tnotice.

henodded.

••••

"ain'tyougoingtoaskmewhathappenedearlierthismorning?."

asksChuluplantingakissonmyforehead,wedecidedthatwe're

goingtospendthedayindoorswatchingsomemovieswith

snacksontheside-ourphonesareturnedoffitsjustusonly

enjoyingeachother'scompany.

Me:noim not,im goingtowaitforyoutotellmewhat's

botheringyouinthenightandwhathappened.icanseethatyou

stilldon'ttrustmewithyourissuessoim goingtowaittillyou're

readyoryou'retrustmeenoughtotellme.



hesighed.

Chulu:it'snotthatidon'ttrustyouit'sjustth-

Me:noneedtoexplainyourselftomeChulu,youdon'toweme

anyexplanationitsyourlifeafterall.

henoddedthenwecontinuedtowatchthemovie..

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ididn'tknowthatiwasgoingtohaveanothernightmarewith

Brownzaround,ireallydidn'tknowbcsihaven'thadthem ina

whilenowtheycomebackwhileim withsomeone-iswear

Nozethuistryingtodestroymylifeseriously.she'sdoingthe

bestshecantomakesurethatidon'thaveanywomanaround

me.

Sigh

whatisBrowniegoingtothinkofmenow?she'sgoingtothink

thatihavelotofissuesthatineedtosolvewithoutinvolvingher

andshewillbreakouragreementandfindsomeonebetterout

there!theimageofBrowniewithanothermanmakesmyskin

cringe,itleavesabitter-sweettasteinmymouth.ican't

imagineherwithanothermanbeingalloverheritjustmakesmy

bloodboil.



anywaysthemadam suggestedthatweshouldwatchamovie,

butthensinceim notusedtoallofthisshechoosethemoviethat

we'regoingtowatchthenwecuddledupinbedwhileeatingjunk

foodalltheway-withmestealingkissesonherhereandthere...

weweredisturbedbymyringingphone-itsMonica,ianswered.

Me:Monica?

"Daddy!!!"ismiledasmylittleprincess'svoiceechoed.

Me:heybabyYana,howareyoudoing?

Liyana:im finedaddy,howareyou?

Me:im goodmylove,whatareyoudoingthere?

Liyana:im cookingwithMommy,whereissis'HlombeDaddy?

Me:she'shere.

Liyana:canitalkyouher?

ipassedthephonetoBrownz,mybabyissofondofbrownie,i

meanwhowouldn't?thiswomanisloveable.shefinishedtalking

toLiyanaandgavemethephone.

Me:iwillseeyoutomorrowbaby,daddylovesyou.

Liyana:iloveyoutooDaddybye.

idroppedthecall

Brownie:ineedmorningafterpillsChulu.

iquicklysatupstraight.



Me:shit!!

icompletelyforgottenaboutthem ,igetupandworemy

sneakersandhoodiethentookmycarskeys-ikissedbrownie

thenheadout.igotinsidemycaranddrovetothepharmacy.

tobecontinued..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT25.

••••••••••••••••••••••

SPONSOREDBYANONYMOUS.

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

beingwithChuluthewholeweekendwasamazing,ienjoyed

beingwithhim ;spendingthedaywithhim!wakingupnexttohim

withbreakfastinbed-hetreatedmewithsomuchloveandall

thatinhishouseifeltsomuchwelcomed.Chulumancois

capableoflovingbuthedoesn'tknowthat,hecanlovebuthe

needssomeonewho'sgonnabepatientwithhim bcshestill

needstodealwithhispastsothathecanbeabletoloveand

trustawomanfully.

thisNozethuwomanreallytraumatizedhim ,whateverhedidon

him reallyfuckedhim upandifhedoesn'tdealwithhispastor

facehisfearshe'sgoingtodiealoneseriously-sexisnot

everythingyoucangetiteverywherebutlove.loveisabeautiful



thingthat2peoplesharetowardseachother,anditsaquitea

rarenowdaysbcsnoteveryonegetsinarelationshipwithyoubcs

theyloveyouspeciallywhenyou'rerich,peoplejustgetinvolved

withyoubcsofyourmoney,statusandallthatbutthenifa

persondoesn'twannaseelightjustletthem be-butChulumust

knowthatiwon'tbealwaysherewithhim tofeedhissexual

hunger.iwillmeetsomeonewhowilllovemejustlikethewayi

deserveandhewillregretnotnoticingthatnoteveryonewantsto

hurthim ,somepeoplearegenuineyouknowbutthen...

anywaysitsMondaymorningtoday,icamebackfrom Chulu's

placeyesterdayaround7pm intheevening-icamebacktoa

courtroom ,Hlom wastotallyinterrogatingmeandasksabout

mywhereaboutsbutididn'ttellherbcsshedoesn'tknowthatim

involvedwithmyboss.idon'twantanyoneknowingspecially

bhut'Sandibcshe'ssurelygonnathrowtantrumsthatidon'tneed

bcsim inagoodmoodthismorning,soaftergettingreadyfor

workitookmythingsandheaddownstairs.thehousewasdead

quitelookslikeeveryoneleftearlyforwork.ijusttookanapple

thenheadouttothetaxirank.

iarrivedatworkontime,sinceineededtomakeChulu'scoffeei

couldn'tstayandchatwithStaceysoijustwavedatherand

rushedtotheelevatorigotinsideandpressedmyfloor.igotto

myofficeandopenedthewindowsforfreshairthenwenttothe

kitchentomakecoffeeforChulu-aftermakinghiscoffeei

quicklycheckedhisdiarythenheadtohisoffice.iknockedtwice



thengetinside,hewasburiedinhisworkearlyinthemorning.

Me:Goodmorningsir.

Chulu:MorningBrownie.

hesaidwithoutlookingatme.

Me:here'syourcoffeeandyourdiary.

ididn'treadhisdiaryforhim sincehesaidishouldjustarrangeit

hewillreadithimselfijustputtheipadonthetablethenturnon

myheelsandwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Chulu:Brownie?

Me:yes.

Chulu:Philacalledandaskedyoutopleaseplanawelcoming

partyforoneofourfriendsforthisweekend.

Me:umh..

Chulu:pleaseHlombe,wewouldn'thaveaskedyouifwewere

notdesperate.

Me:okay,youwillpaymeSanabcsthisnotpartofmyjob.

hechuckled.

Chulu:finebyme,alsoaskStaceytohelpyou.

Me:okayiwill.

Chulu:goodthen,pleasegoandfixtheboardroom formewewill

haveameetingtherein30minutes.



Me:alrightsir,anythingelse?

Chulu:no.

inoddedthenwalkedoutthedoorbumpingintoMonica.

Monica:hey,longtimenosee.

ismiled.

Me:hi,youlookgood.

Monica:ohthankyoudarlingyoutoo,isChuluhere?

me:thanks,yeshe'shere.youmaygothrough.

shenoddedandwalkedinsidetheoffice.

•••••

HLOMLALAYI.

thispregnancyofminefeelsamazing,ijustenjoyeverymoment

ofitwithmyamazinghandsomehusbandnexttomeholdingmy

handeverystepoftheway.ihaveagoodfeelingaboutthis

pregnancytobehonestijustpraytoGodthatiwon'tlosemy

childbcsiwouldtotallylosemysanity-losingachildisnoteasy,

itbreaksyouasamotherspeciallywhenyoualreadygotattached

tothebaby!mtfirstpregnancyalmostcausedadriftinmy

marriagebcsmyhusbandtookthenewsverybad,hewastotally



brokenbcshewasmoreexcitedaboutthebabymorethanme.

butthenilostmybabybcsicouldn'tcarryababyfullterm sincei

wasshotinthewombbymyex-boyfriendSanele.thatdudewas

ahardcorecriminalidon'tknoweventodaywhatattractedmeto

him tobehonestbcshe'scruelandcold-heartedbuthehasgood

looks.maybeidatedhim bcsoflooksbcsican'tfindanother

reasonbawhyifellforhim butallthosefeelingsvanishedwheni

metSandiso.istartedtoloseinterestinSanelehewouldjust

boremeinthemiddleofnowhereuntilIhadtobreakthingswith

him .

hedidn'ttakethebreakupverywell,hewentcrazy!hestarted

throwinginsultsatmeandsayingthatnobodyleaveshim -iwill

leavehim incoffinishould'veknownthatbeforegettinginvolved

withhim .thestubbornmechallengedhim sayingthatiwillleave

him wheniwanthe'snotJesusYhohejustlostithetookouthis

gunandshotmeontheabnomenarea..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT26.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

imissedbrowniethemomentidroppedheroffatherstreet

Sundayafternoon,ineverenjoyedbeingwithawomanlikei

enjoyedbeingwithBrownie.ithinkweekendsaregoingtobemy

favouriteifshe'sgoingtospendthem withmeallthetime!we

talked,laughedtogether,holdseriousconversation,talking

aboutourdreamsandallthat.inoticedthatshelovesbeingina

medicalfieldthat'swhyshehasadegreeinthatdepartmentbut

thelackofjobsinSouthAfricamadehertoworkformewhich

wasthebestthingever-bcsthat'showimetsuchabeautiful

womanlikeherandloveablewomanlikeher.Brownieissucha

funpersontobearoundwith,there'snodullmomentwhenshe's

around;shecanbeallfunbutthere'salsotimewhereshe's

seriousallofthesuddenbutnonethelessshe'sagoodcompany

andiwouldliketohaveheragainnextweekendyouknow.

soMondaymorningiwokeupinafoulmood,idon'twassupwith



mebutiwasn'tinthemoodforanythingijustwantedtokeepmy

mouthshutthewholeday,soaroundmiddayPhilacalledmeand

askedmetotalktoBrownzsoshecouldplanawelcomingsmall

partyforAyabongasincehe'scomingbackfrom Johannesburg

afterheleftfor6monthssurelywemissedhavinghim around

youknow.soBrownieagreedeventhoughshewantstobepaid

butidon'thaveproblem withthatanyways-soaftershewentout;

Monica(Yana'smom )gotinshegreetedandsatdown.

Me:howcanihelpyou?

sheclearedherthroatthensmiled.

Monica:im heretoseeyou.

iscoffed.

Me:okay,undibonilekalokusophumake.

Monica:hayboChulu,whyareyousocoldtowardsme?im your

babymama.

Me:ofcourseyou'remybabymamanotmyfriendsoawuzovele

uzondibonanjeoutoftheblue.intoesidibanisayothinasobabini

itsLiyananothingmorenothinglessuvile?

shenodded.

Me:so?

shesighed.

Monica:thethingisChulu,im inlovewithyouokay?itriedhiding

thesefeelingsforyearsbutnowican'tanymore.



istoppedtypingonmylaptopandlookedatherwitharaised

brow.

Me:you'reinlovewithme?

shenodedsmiling.

Me:listenMonica,you'resuchabeautifulladyyouknowthat

mosandyoucangetanyguythatyouwantwheneveryouwant

butnotmemntase.idon'tdolovenaweuyayazilontobut

andiyaziuzozenzisaaphakum .

shehufffrustrated.

Monica:butChuluicanteachyouhowtolove,youandibelong

witheachotherandwealsohaveourLiyanawecanbethelittle

family.

Me:Monicastopthisplease.

Monica:whoisit?isityourP.A?huh?areyouinlovewithher?

ichuckled,howdoesBrowniehastodowithanythinghere?she

mustleavebrowniealone.ijustclickedmytongueandfocused

onthelaptopinfrontofme.shestoodupandwalkedtowards

methenkneelinfrontofmeandturnedmychairstraighttoher.

Me:whatareyoudoingMonica?

shedidn'tanswermeshejustopenedthezipofmytrousersand

tookoutmydick.mybreathingescalates!iknewexactlywhat's

abouttohappen-Monicagivesmeanheads.sheranherwarm

tongueonthetipofmycock;iexhaledloudlyallowingthe

pleasuretosinkin.shetookallofmymanhoodintoherwarm



mouthandstartstosuck.igroaned.

Me:shit!

sheuppedherpacewhilesuckingandplayingwithmyballsgently

.shesuckedanddeepthroat!igrabbedherweaveandpushed

herdeeperintomymanhood.shedoesthatforawhileuntilifelt

mytesticleshardensIwasabouttocum .

Me:ohhhfuck!

sheuppedherpacewhilesucking.

Me:Brownie!!

iscreamedbrownie'snamewhileshootingmyseedsintoher

mouth.whenshewasabouttostandupmydoorburstopen,

Browniegotin!shefrozewhenshesawthesightinfrontofher..

Me:shit!

sheranout,ipushedMonicaasideandranafterBrownie.

ireachedherasshewasabouttoenterherofficeigrabbedher

arm softly.

Me:Hlombekaziwait!

shedidn'tanswerme,shejustgotinsideheroffice.

Me:baby....Sthandwasam mamela..

Brownie:leavemealoneChulumanco!

Me:pleasehearmeout,aboutwhatyousaw-



Brownie:hayChulumanco!youdon'thavetoexplaintomewhat

happenedonyourofficeit'syoursmosandmnaim justyourP.A

isighed.

Me:Brownieplease.

Brownie:pleaseleave.

Me:Brownieliste-

Brownie:CHULUMANCOISAIDGETTHEFUCKOUT!!!

shescreamedatme.

Me:NO!!

shejustbrokedowncrying,myheartjustbroke.itriedtohugher

butshepushedmeoff.

Brownie:(crying)whatdoyouwantfrom Chulumanco?itoldyou

toleavemealone!

Me:ican'tdothatHlombekazi,pleaseletmeexplainsthandwa

sam ndakcela.

Brownie:explainwhatexactly?thatyou'resleepingwiththeboth

ofus?huh?Chuluyou'resleepingwithherwhileyoudon'tknow

herstatusthenyoualsocomeandsleepwithme!haveyour

thoughtaboutSTDs?

itriedtotouchheragain,sheclappedmyhandsaway.

Me:im sorrythatyouhadtoseethatMamqomabutisweari

didn'tsleepwithherwe-



Brownie:youwereabouttoright?that'swhatyouweregoingto

doneh?jongaChulumancoiunderstandthatim notyour

girlfriendorwhatsoeverwejustsleepwitheachotherbutplease

respectme!youcan'tsleepwithherintheofficeknowingvery

wellthaticanwalkinanytimebuttheniunderstandyouguys

sharesomethingpreciousandyouandidon'tsharesomethingso

let'smakethingseasyyouaregoingtoleavemethehellalone

andfocusonyourbabymamaandyourdaughter,uhlukanenam

im notgoingtobeyoursperm dish!notnownoteverdoyouhear

me?

ijusthadchestpains,isshetellingmetoleaveheralone?noi

can'tdothat!

Me:babyyoudon'tmeanthat.

Brownie:ohyesido.

shetookherbagandstormedout,ijustburiedmyfaceinmy

handsandsatdownonthefloor....ilosther,shedoesn'twant

anythingtodowithmeanymore!FuckyouMonica.

••••



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

ican'tbelievethis!howcanChuludothistome?he'ssleeping

withhisbabymamainhisofficewhileheknowsthaticouldwalk

inanytime,washetryingtoshowmewhathe'scapableof?...

yesiknowthathe'snotmyboyfriendbuttherespectguyswas

needed,heclaimsthathedidn'tsleepwithhermaybehe'stelling

thetruthbutifididn'thearhim scream andrantherewashe

goingtosleepwithher?.thechestpainsihave,theheartache,

thebetrayalifeel.ifeelsostupidforfallinginlovewithaself-

centeredbastard!awomaniser-butwhatwasithinking?hetold

mestraightupthathedoesn'tdolovebutistayedwithhim

thinkingthathewouldchangehismindbutsincetodayiknow

thathewillneverchange.thatNozethuWomandamagedhim

beyondcontrol;hecan'tevenkeepitinhispantsbutim done

withhim!im notgoingtobehissperm dishanymoreideserve

betterthanthat.

whatwasithinkinginthebeggingtoagreetothisfuckedupshit

bcsthisisfuckedup.

Sigh

Staceyandiwe'replanningthepartywheniheardChulumanco

screamingmyname.ithoughtsomethingwasbadhappeningto

him buthescreamedmynamebcsofpleasurehewasgetting

from anotherwoman!suchdisrespect.whenisawthatsightin

frontofmeijustbecamenumbididn'tknowwhattodosoijust



ranoutleavingMonicaonherknees.tothinkiactuallyliked

Monicathinkingshewasn'toneofthosebabymamaswho

alwaysseducingbabydaddiesorrunningafterthem butithought

wrongseriously.she'sjustoneofthem .icouldstandtolistento

Chulu'sliessoitookmybagandrantotheelevatorigotinside

andpressedthefirstfloor-whenigotthereiliterallyrantothe

exit,ijustneedHlomlarightnow..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT27.

••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMLALAYI.

"ifitsasheuzobanguQhamaninandethenifitsheuzoba

nguZiphozenkosi."saidmyhusband,ismiled.

Me:ilovethem .

wewerecuddlingonthecouchwatchingorshouldisayitwas

watchingusbcsweweretalking.discussingbabynames!itsall

Sandi'sideatodiscussbabynames,imeanim noteventooclose

togivebirthistillhave7monthstogobutthenmyhusbandhere

istoowayexcited.hisexcitementworriesmesometimesyou

know;im justworriedthathe'sgoingtobemoreexcitedthenget

disappointedattheendbcsthedoctorsaidthatmywombis

weakitcan'tcarryababyfullterm butthenweleavethingson

God'shandsmaybehewillspareusthepainandmakemybaby

survive.

ihateSanelewithmylife,ihatehim forwhathedidtome!why



couldn'thetakethebreakuplikeamanandsuckitup,hewas

notthefirstonetobedumpedandhewasnotthelastonebuthe

choosetoshootmeandruinmywombsothatiwon'tcarry

childrenformyfuturehusband.

Sigh

ijustpraythatmybabysurvive,bcsiwon'tbeabletowatchmy

husbanddriftingawayfrom melikethefirsttimewelostourfirst

born.im broughtbacktoearthbythedoorbanging.webothlook

atthedooritsBrownie-shelookslikeamess!itslikeshewas

crying.

Sandi:whydidyouhangthedoorbrownie?likwenzenton?

Me:nomaanmqocwa!can'tyouseeshe'snotokay...Mybaby

what'swrong?

Brownie:im fine.

shewalkedaway.

Me:iwillgoandtalktoher.

Sandinodded,iwenttothekitchentogetsomeicecream and

spoonsthenheadupstairstoherroom andknockedbutshe

didn'tanswer.

Me:Brownie?

Silence

Me:sthandwasam ndicelavule.(mylove,pleaseopenup)

Silence



Me:Hlombekaziyoucan'thideintheremylove,openthedoor

formeplease!whateveryou'regoingthroughwewilltalkaboutit

andcryaboutittogether.pleaseopenformebaby.

itwentquiteforsometimethenthedooropened,shewasa

mess!herhairwasalloverherface.ihuggedhertight-shejust

sobbedonmychestwhileibrushherback.

Me:cryitalloutmylove,cryinghelpsattimessis

shecrieduntilshecalmeddown,wegotinsidethedoorandgot

Undercoverswithher;igaveherthespoontheweatetheice

cream insilence.idon'twannarushherintotalkingshewilltalk

tomeonherown.shekeptsniffingandwipinghertearshereand

there.

Brownie:heplayedmesis.

Me:whoplayedyoumylove?

shesniffed.

Brownie:Chulumanco.

Me:heplayedyouhow?

Brownie:youremembermoswheniwenttothatcharityevent

withChulu?

inodded.

Brownie:itoldyoumosthatiwenthomewithChulu?

idon'tknowbawherethisisgoingbutinoddedanyway,she

clearedherthroat.



Brownie:isleptwithhim .

Me:hayboHlombe!

Brownie:don'tjudgeme.

Me:willneverjudgeyoulove!thenwhathappenedwhyareyou

crying?

shetookadeepbreathbeforetalking....

••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

itstruewhentheysaytalkinghelpsyouknow,afteritalkedto

Hlom ifeltbetter!itoldhereverythingandshedidn'tevenjudge

meormadefeelbadforsleepingwithChuluormakesmelikeim

desperateforlove.shegavemegoodadviceofhowtodealwith

menlikehim whothinkswomencanagreetoeverythattheysay-

maybesleepingwithhim madehim thinkthatiwilldoso

wheneverhewantslikeim someprostitute.im donewiththat

shithecangotohellwithhisgooddick!iwillfindanotherone

from anotherpersonyenahecangotohell.

Sigh

from nowoniwillavoidhim thebesticouldsothatiwon'thave

todealwithhischarmingselfbcsimightfindmyselfinhisarms



again.

TheplanningofthiswelcomingpartyforthisAyabongadudeis

comingalongverywell,sinceit'shappeningin3dayswejust

havetosortoutsomelittlethingsthenthepartywillbegreatthen

iwillgetmypaymentfrom Chulu....

myphonebeeps,itsatextfrom Chuluisighedbeforeviewingit.

*Pleaseansweryourphonemamqoma,ineedtotalktoyou.*

Mxm .

iswitchedoffmyphonethengotUndercoversandslept..

•••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ineverthoughtbeingignoredbyawomancanhurtlikethis!im

goingcrazyhere,Browniedoesn'tanswermycalls,mytext

messages,myvoicemessagesidon'tknowwhattodoanymore.

im defeated.itsbeen3dayssinceilastsawherbutweworkat

thesamecompanyandshe'smyP.A!she'sgoodatavoidingme

vha?shecomeshereearlyandmadecoffeeandsortoutmydiary

thenputthem onmytablebeforeievenarrive.whenicallher

intomyofficeshedowhaticalledhertodoandleaves-sheno

longermakesconversationslikesheusedtodoandmakesme

laughevenwheniwasinthebadmood.

imisshersomuchbutidon'tknowwhattodosothatshecanbe

withmeagain.sothatshecantalktomeagain;rightnowshe

treatsmelikearealbossnotlikethesamewaysheusedtotreat

mewhenwegotalong.

Sigh

itkillsmysoulthatshemovedonjustlikethatwhileim suffering

herewaitingforherand...

thedoorburstopentheGentsgotin,itsthewelcomingpartyof

Ayabongatodayhe'scomingbacksoweheadtobeatPhila's

houseearlysocheckthateverythingisgood.

Me:Gents.



Them :awe.

wegreetedeachotherandfistbumped.

Kungawo:andthenwassupwithyou?wangathiulahliwe?

theychuckled.

Me:akhontobawo.im good

Bonga:yaxokaleway.(he'slying)

Phila:thethabawo.(talkbro)

Chumani:lookslikehim andmissbrowniearenotonspeaking

terms.

theylaughed.

Phila:that'swhyemuncukanje.

Kungawo:heehaybawo,uyagowa?

theylaughed,iclickedmytongue.

Me:voetsek!

Bonga:whathappened?

isighedandtoldthem everything.

Phila:Yho!

hesaiddefeated.

Kungawo:Chumaniumjitawakowenuurightaphentloko?



(Chumani,yourbrotherisheokaymentally?)

Chumani:uphileqete!(he'sgood)

Kungawo:thenwhyhe'sactinglikethiskodwahe'stheoneuthe

hedoesn'tdolove?ukuyekilengokuuBrowniewenauyagowa?

ChulumancoI'vebeentellingyouthisthatwenayou'reinlovewith

thatwomanqhayou'reindenial.itoldyoutomakeheryourslong

timebutwakhethaucucuza!khabeucucuzakemtshana-

abanengqondobamzathathaandyouwillregretitbawo.

masambeni.

wewalkedoutthehousethenheadtoPhila'shouse,what

Kungawosaidkeepsringinginmyhead!howcanifallinlove

whenimadeapromisetomyselfthatiwillnevereverlovea

womaninmylife?howcouldidothat?howam igoingtolove

browniekengokuwhileisuckattrustingthem ?

sigh

thisisallfuckedupseriously!maybeishouldjustforgetabout

Brownieandfocusedonmylifebcswhenam withherim gonna

bringnothingbuttrouble.

wearrivedatthehouse,itwasbeautiful-thedecorwasniceand

manly.StaceyandBrowniewe'realreadyherelookingatsortsof

hot.shewaswearingawhiteturtlenecktuckedinsideablack

miniskirtthatshowsherdarkchocolatebeautifullegsandahigh-

thighboot..Shelooksdeliciouslyhot...

someonetappedmeonmyshoulderiturneditsKungawo.



Kungawo:bawolookhowhotshelooks!almosteverymenwillbe

droolingoverher.doyouwantthat?

ishookmyhead.

Kungawo:thanmakeyouyourmindabouther!youguyslove

eachotherbutwenayou'restillstuckupkwiTrustissuesbcsof

Nozethu.ifyouwannabewithBrownzyoubetterletgoofyour

fearsandapproachher.

withthatsaidhewalkedaway....

tobecontinued..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT28.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMLALAYI.

Brownieleftfewminutesagosayingthatshe'sgoingtoafriend's

partywhomeverthatFriendis,ihopethatshewon'tmeetupwith

Chulumancoaftershetoldmeabouthim -thatboyhurtmybaby

sister'sfeelings!heusedherforsexbutthenidon'thavemuch

saybcsBrownieisanadultsheknowswhat'sbestforherselfsoi

won'tdictatedwhomustshebeinvolvedwithyouknow.icansee

throughhereyesthatshelovesthisChuluboybutunfortunately

thisguydoesn'tfeelthesamewayaccordingtohowshe

explainedthisthing;butthenagainshe'sold.shecanhandle

heartbreaksandallthat..

anywayspregnancyhasbeentreatingmewellexceptforbeing

tiredandlazyallthetime!ijusteatalotevennowumqocwawent

tobuydunkedwingsandtwistersfrom KFCbcsim cravingfor

them buthe'stakinghissweettime-he'sbeengoneforsome

timenowandim startingtogetirritated.

Sigh



thebedroom dooropenshegetsinholdingtheKFCbrown

packagewithaKrusherismiled.

Me:you'resuchadarling.

ikissedhislips.

Sandi:anythingforbabymama.

hegavemethefoodiquicklydiggedin.

Sandi:baby?

Me:mh?

Sandi:ihavesomethingtotellyou.

istoppedeatingandlookedathim .

Me:whatisit?isitsomethingbad?

hechuckled.

Sandi:noitsnotmamqoma,itsjustthattheWitsUniversity

calledme.

Me:okay?

Sandi:yeahtheycalledmeandtheywantmetoalecturethere

sincethepreviouslectureresignsomedicinestudentsdon'thave

alecture.

Isighed.

Me:areyouconsideringtheoffer?

Sandi:ifyouweren'tnotpregnantiwould'veconsideritbutyou're



pregnantandican'tleaveyoualonesoideclined.

inodded.

Me:soyou'restayingjustbcsim pregnant....Whataboutour

marriage?haveyouthoughtaboutit?

hesighed.

Sandi:ofcourseididit'sjus-

Me:nodon'texplainSandiso,itsokay.

Sandi:mamelamamqomai-

Me:ndicelaulala.(canisleep)

Sandi:okay,iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoo.

••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

wewerestillenjoyingtheparty,itwasniceandwelcoming.

Everyonewasenjoyingthemselvesandotherswereevendancing

sinceMrpartyhasn'tarrivedyet.ikeptonstealingglancesat

brownieoverthere-shewaswithStacey.shelookedgorgeous

andveryhappy-tobehonestimissher!imisshersomuchi

regretfallingforMonica'strapandlosebrownieontheprocess.

Monicaplannedthis-sheplannedthisverywellandcameto

sayingthat"she'sinlovewithme"sheknowsthat'sbullshit!she

justdidn'twantbrownienexttomeshedidn'twanthertobewith

meforsomeunknownreasonsbcsMonicaisnothingbutababy

mamatome,weshareababynothingmuchsowhomeverigot

alongwithit'snoneofherdamnbusiness!shejustwanttofuck

upmyalreadyfuckeduplife...

iseebrowniewalkingthroughthepassageiguessshe'sgoingto

thebathroom orwhateveriwantedtofollowherbutidecided

againstitbcsidon'twannabenuisancetoher,browniecanbe

easilyannoyedattimesbcsidon'twantthat.Philaannounced

thatAyabongahasarrivedsowehadtohidesothatwecan"

surprise"him .SMH,imeanthesethingsareforwomanbutthen

thisisourniggasowedothis.

wehideandturnedoffthelightssinceitwasalreadydarkoutside

sothathewon'tseeanythingunlessheturnsonthelight.aftera



whileadooropenshegotinwithawomanbehindhim andturned

onthelights.

"SURPRISE!"

theyallshout,hegetstartledthenhepulledhimselftogetherand

smiled,thewomanbehindhim looksscaredandconfusedlike

hell.

Aya:hayboguysididn'tknowthatyoutookmyjokeserious!

Bonga:hayvoetsek!awutshonobaenkosi,usixelelangeJoke

mnk.

wealllaughed.

Aya:heeeendise'Shockedkalokubawosungxama.

wegetinsidethehouseandhuggedusandfistbumped.

Aya:enkosinimajitangaleway.(Thankyouguysforthis)

Phila:akhosmoko.(noproblem)

aya:awChustasekhona?

hesaidfistbumpingChumani.

Chumani:yabawocimbanzoyaphi?wandityelamngqundwakho!

welaughed.

Aya:hayzintozakdalaezo.(thosearethingsofthepast)

Chumani:mxm .

thegirlhecamewithclearedherthroatwelookedather,she's



beautifulshamebutshelooksyoungandinnocent!iwonder

whereAyabongagother.

Aya:umhmajitathisisLuthando,mabhebezawam .Babythese

aremybrosKungawo,Chumani,Phila,BongaandChulu.

"Nicetomeetyouguys"shesays.

Phila:surebaby.

weallsatdown,Chumaniwenttogetsomedrinksandmeat

whilechat.

afterawhileChumanicamebackwithBrownzandStacey.

Chumani:ayabawothesearetheladieswhomadeyourparty

Happened.

Aya:awomabhebezaaba-

hestoppedtalkingwhenhiseyeslandedonBrownie,helooked

shockedevenBrownielookedshockedtoo.

Aya:Hlombekazi?

tobecontinued..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT29.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

STACEYBRUCE.

okaaaaayguysthisisakwardnow,idon'tevenknowwhat's

goingonhere.Brownieisshockedtoseetheguyandtheguyis

shockedtoseebrownieheevencalledherbythefullname!ithink

theyknoweachothersomewhere-Brownieevenhavetearsinher

eyesshe'ssuchacrybaby.iscannedmyeyesaroundandthey

landedonChulu;ican'texplainthelookonhisface,helooks

....hurtormadidon'tknowbutthisthinghappeningbetween

Brownieandthisguyisgettingtohim .

inthesefewyearsofworkingatStatucorporatesI'veseen

Chulumancoallthetime-hewasthisrude,arrogantanduptight

dudewhoalwayslookedintimidatingandserious.everyoneat

workwasafraidtoapproachhim evenmeiwasafraidofhim bcs

yeythedudehadaverycoldstare.hehardlysmiledorwhatever

butwhenBrowniearrivedatStatucorporatesandshebecamehis

P.Ahechanged!hesmiledandlaughedwithBrownie,hewentto



lunchdatesorlunchmeetingswithBrowniesomethinghenever

didtohispreviousP.ASibahle.ialwayssuspectedthathehasa

crushonBrownieorthey'redatingbutBrownieassuredmethat

there'snothinggoingonbetweenthetwoofthem soiconcluded

thatbythelookonhisfacehehasacrushonher,imeanwho

wouldn't?Brownieishellabeautifulandshehasabeautifulbody

andshe'sverysmartsowhowouldn'tcrushonher?idon'tblame

MrsexyprickshamebutitseemslikeBrownieisnotthereand

theyseem nottobeonspeakingtermsthesedays!iwantedto

askBrowniebutididn'twannaseem asanuisanceyouknow....

everyonewaswaitingforthem toexplainwherethey'reknowing

eachotherfrom butBrownieranaway,Chuluwantedtorunafter

herbutoneofhisfriendsstoppyhim .

"Goafterherbawo"oneofhisfriendssaidtoAyabonga,he

finallysnappedoutofitandranafterBrownie.

Chumani:whatthehelljusthappened?

"idon'tknowbro"oneofthefriendsanswered.theyallsaydown!

iheadstraighttothekitchentogetsomewater-ifeltasome

presencebehindmeandthecologneisfamiliar.

"Longtime,nosee"saysthevoiceI'vealwayswantedtohear

again,itshim!mybelovedonenightstand...

••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

soHlombeandAyaknoweachother?buthow?wheredoesthey

knoweachother?heevencalledherwithherfullnameimagine!i

can'tseem tofigureouthowifeelaboutthis,idon'tknowmaan

itslikeim hurtbutidon'tknowwhy.thelookonAyabonga'sface

whenhesawBrowniewaspriceless!it'sthesamelookhehad

whenhelookedatZingce-anothergirlheusedtoloveatvarsity

butnowhehasitonbrownie.

Sigh

Coulditbetheyweredating?....ohwaitcouldhebethe

Ayabonga-Browniewastalkingaboutatthebeach?the

highschoolloverwhohelpedhertogetoverherinsecurities?then

ifitshim im doomed!Browniewillrantohisarmsandforget

abouthim .youshouldhaveseenthelookonherfacewhenshe

usedtotellmeaboutthisAyabongaofhersbutididn'tknowthat

thesameAyabongaismtfriend.Butthenletmenotjumpinto

conclusionsneh;maybetheyknoweachotherfrom somewhere

orsomethinglikethatidon'tknow.

everyonewasstilldumbfoundedaboutwhatjusthappened,

Brownierantothebathroom ijustwantedtorunafterherbut

KungawostoppedmeandtoldAyabongatorunafterher,imean

whywouldhedothat?im theonewho'susedtoBrownienothim

-hejustmetherforwhat?5minutes?Mxm .



Sigh

butthenim scared,I'm prayingtoGodthatAyamustnotbethe

Dudebrowniealwaystalksabout,I'm prayingthatbrowniemust

notfallforhim ,I'm prayingforbrownietothinkaboutme,us,the

timewespenttogether!thememorieswecreated.

hereitgoes,myworstnightmarehasarrived,theworstfeari

havehasarrived.thefearofbrowniefallingforanothermanhas

arrived-im doomed,ineedwaterforthechestpainsim aboutto

havewhenthesetwocomesback...

••••



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

seeingAyabongatodayfeltlikeadream ,seeinghim aftermany

yearsofnotseeinghim feltlikeadream!ididn'texpecttosee

him ,ididn'teventhinkthatthisAyabongadudecanbeexactly

him .helookedreallygrownandmatured....helookedvery

handsomeandmasculine!im angryathim ,im angrythatheleft

me.icouldn'tstandhispresenceanymoresoirantothe

bathroom tocrymyeyesout.

wheniwasabouttoclosethebathroom doorheblockeditbyhis

foot.

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Aya:Hlombeplease.

Me:ufunantoniAyabonga!!?(Whatdoyouwant)

Aya:ijustwannatalktoyouplease.

Me:there'snothingtotalkabout.

Aya:pleasemababy.

thisnameusedtomeltmeinhighschool,iusedtofallathisfeet

whenhecalledmebythisnamebutnotanymore!

Me:(crying)pleaseleavemealoneAyabongandakcela!

ibrokedown,heembracedme.isobbedonhischestwhilehe

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeholdingmetight....whatifeltfor



him yearsagocamebackflowinglikefloods.

Aya:ndiceluxolomababy,ididn'tmeantohurtyoulikethisnyani

.(I'm trulysorry)

iignoredhim andcontinuedtocrymyeyesout.

Aya:ifthere'ssomethingicoulddotomakeyoufeelbetteri

woulddoitwithoutthinkingtwicemababy,im sorryforleaving

youbutuyayazinawethatididn'thaveachoice!mywholefamily

wasmovingtheresoifihavestayedbendizobadedwa

Hlombekazipleaseunderstandmababy.

isniffedtheremovedmyselffrom hisembrace,iwipedmytears

andlookedathim .

Aya:im sorryfornotcomingbacktoyou.

inodded.

Me:iunderstand,im sorrytooforbeingunreasonable!iknowif

youhadachoicebuzohlalabutthenbungenayosoIunderstand-

"Ayaareyouinthere?"saysawoman'svoice.

Aya:ewebaby,im comingnow.

"Okay".thefootstepswalkedaway,iwashedmyfaceinthesink

anddriedit.

Aya:awusekhuleuyazbona?you'renolongerthesameHlombe.

(you'resogrownyousee)

igiggled.

Me:nawewethu.



hechuckled.

Aya:let'sgotoothers,im surethey'rewaitingforoutexplanation

.

Me:yeahyou'reright.

wewalkedoutthebathroom .

wegottotheliving,everyonewasgoneonlyChulu'sfriendsand

Staceythatareleft,ohwellandaya'sgirlfriendorwifewhatever.

Chulustoodupwhenhesawus.

Chulu:areyouokaymamqoma.

Aya:she'sokaybawo.

Chulugavehim acoldlook.

Chulu:andithethinawebawo.(im nottalkingtoyou)

Chumani:Chustaha.abawo!

iclearedmythroat.

Me:im goodLuphelo.

hesmiledwidelythaticalledhim byhissecondname.

wesatdownonthecouches.

Kungawo:khanitshoke,nazanaphi?(telluswheredoyouguys

knoweachother)



ayaChuckled.

Aya:Hlombekaziandiwe'reloversathighschool.

Phila:haybo?sowhyareyoucryingMissbrownie?

Aya:she'scryingbcswhenileftweneverbrokeupandi

promisedtocomebackforherbutineverdid.

ChulujuststoodupandtookhiecarkeysabsandPhonethen

stormedout...

tobecontinued..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT30.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

SPONSOREDBYSINOTHANDOMANELI.

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

welookedateachothershocked,whywouldChulustormedout

likethatinthemiddleoftheconversation?orwasitsomething

thatAyasaid?orsomething?itriedtostandupsothaticould

runafterhim butChumanistoppedmeandranafterhim -isat

downdefeated.

Sigh

idon'tknowwhyChulumancoisactinglikethis,ireallydon't

understand!imeanwhywehaveorshouldisaythedaysofus

sleepingtogetherareoverbuthe'sactinglikeajealousboyfriend

onme.hesaidthathedoesn'tdoloveandithi?andfoundMonica

givinghim aheadinhisofficethenibrokethingsoffwithhim

nowwhatdoeshewant?itsnotlikeim datingAyabongamos,

weJusttoldthem thatweusedtodateinhighschoolevenAya's



girlfriendorwhateverdidn'tcauseanydramajustbcsshe

understandsthatwhatwehadisover.it'sthingsfrom thepast

butChulumancoseemsnottounderstanditandireallydon't

knowhowhismindworkshamebcsiwon'tbenursinghis

feelings,hisunsurefeelingsbcshedoesn'tknowwhathewants

andwhathefeels!he'sindenialorshouldisayhe'sturninga

blindeyeonit?..

anywaystheamazingpartywehadendedjustlikethatbcsofour

dramaticmoment.itwasemptynoweveryonewasgoneexcept

forusofcourse.ilookedaroundidon'tseeStaceyanywhere

hereevenPhilaisnothere;itookoutmyphoneandcalledher

butitrangunanswered.

Me:guyshaven'tyouseenStacey?

Kungawo:nomissBrownie,evenPhilaisnothere.

theychuckled.

Bonga:ihopethey'renotdoingwhatithinkthey'redoing!

theylaughed.

Me:andwhat'sthat?

Bonga:suzenzalost.(don'tactlost)

iclickedmytongue.

Me:VoetsekBongani.

Bonga:ndakutyaunyemna,cimbandinguChusta!(iwillfuck



you,youthinkim Chusta)

theylaughed,irolledmyeyes.

Aya:hayvoetsekbongani.

theylaughedagain.

Me:guysim callingitanightngoku,I'llseeyouwheniseeyou.

Kungawo:canigiveyoualift?

Me:yeahsure.

webidgoodbyestotheothersthentookoutthingsandheadout,

wegotinsidehisrangeRoverthendroveoff,heturnedsome

music-itsZungandithembibyVusiNovaandKellykhumalo..

sincewewerenottalkingtoeachotheritookoutmyphoneand

textedHlom.

Kungawo:doyouknowthathelovesyouqhahe'sindenial?

Me:who?

Kungawo:youknowexactlywhoam italkingaboutbutanyways

helovesyounyaniqhaChulumancoisstilldealingwithlotsof

stuffinthemomentbuthedoesn'twannafacethenheadonand

thatisgoingtobehisdownfall.

isighed..

Me:you'retellingmebecause?

Kungawo:bcsiknowthatyoulovehim tooqhaChulumancois

theonewho'spushingyouaway,im justaskingyoutobealittle



bitpatientwithhim ndakcela.

Me:kungawoChulumancoisangrownassmanwithbigballs,if

hedoesn'twannafacewhateverissueshehasnoonewillforce

him soifhedoesn'twanttheniwilllethim beandstayawayfrom

him bcsideservemuchbetterthanwhathe'soffering.Hebetter

fixhispastbeforeitbecamehisdownfall.icanseethatthere's

somethingbigthat'sbotheringhim buthedoesn'twannatalk

aboutitandiwon'tforcehim mna.

hesighed.

Kungawo:ihearyou..

wearrivedatmystreetandheparkedinfrontofmyhouse.

Me:thankyouforthelift.

henodded.

Kungawo:noproblem ,takecare.

ihuggedhim thengotoffthecar..

••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

"Chulumanco?"

"Yesaunty?"

"Comehere"

ifollowedhertoherbedroom,wegotinsideshelockedthedoor.

"iwantyoutodosomethingforme,don'ttellanyoneaboutthis

it'soursecretneh?"inodded.

"Canyoukeepasecret?"inodded

"WordsChulumanco"

"Yesauntyican"

"Goodboy,nowcomehere"

icameclosertoher,sheundomypantsthentookoffmybriefs-

sheplayedwithmypenis!afterthatshetookoffherclothesand

climbontopofthebedwithherlegswideopen,shestarted

playingwithherprivatepartmakingweirdsoundsthenstopped

andlookatme.

"Givemeyourhand"shetookitandplaceditinherprivatepart.

"Playwithyourhandaroundit,likeidid"

"Auntyi-"

"dowhatisayChulumanco!"



.

.

.

im wokenupbysomeoneshakingmeroughly,iquicklysatup

straight!iwasbreathingheavilyandim sweatyashell.

Chumani:itsadream bawo.

Fuck!!

I'm tiredofthesedreamshonestly!whycan'tNozethuleaveme

thehellalone.evenfrom theafterlifeshe'sstilltormentingme

likethis?wasshehornythatmuchthatshewouldseekpleasure

from a12yearsold?achildthatstillwearsSpiderman

underpants?whatthehellwasshethinking?shefuckedupmy

lifeseriously.shefuckeditreallybadthenshechoosetodieand

leavethemessshecreatedbehind.

Sigh

idon'tknowhowtoloveawomanbcsofher!ican'ttrustsome

womenbcsofher!sheinstilledfearinmeandfuckedmylifeup..

ilostthewomanifeltsafewith,ilostbrownie!ilostthewomani

foundcomfortinjustbcsofmyissues!im scaredofbringingher

intomycomplicatedlifejustbcsim scaredthatiwon'tloveher

rightthenshewillgoandfindcomfortinanotherman'sarmsjust

likehowmyissuesmademelostherforgood..

ireallyloatheNozethu!idon'tevenhateheriLOATHEHER,she



ruinedmyentirelife.

Chumani:bawo?

ijustbrokedown,icouldn'tstopthetearsanymore!myheartif

fullofhatebcsofNozethu,Chumanihuggedme.

Me:(crying)why?whymeChumani?whycouldn'tshefindher

agemates!whywouldsheruina12yearsold'slifelikethis?i

can'tlovebcsofher!ican'ttrustwomenbcsofher...w..whydid

shedomelikethishuh?don'tideservetobehappy?..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT31.

(SHORT)

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHUMANISTATU

seeingmylittlebrotherlikethatreallypainedme,itbrokemy

heartseeinghim inthatstate.Chulumancoisn'tsomeonewho

crieseasilybutwhenhedoesjustknowithurtsbeyondcontrol-

auntNozethudestroyedmybrother,shedestroyedthelittlelifehe

hadwhenshedecidedtomolesthim .thinkingaboutitjust

disgustsme!imeanshewas32fuckenyearsforcryingoutloud

fircravinga12yearold.Howsickandtwistedisthat?wasshe

thathornyforhertorapeachild?imeaniwastherealsowhy

didn'tsherapedmeinstead?insteadofmylittlebrotherwhowas

stillwearingSpidermanunderpants?apersonwhowasstillin

grade5imagine!shewassupposedtobemothertohim bcshe's

hersisterchildsobasicallyhe'sherstoobuthetwistedmind

didn'tthinklikethat.

Chulumancocrieduntilhefellasleeponthecouch,hewasn't



goingtosleepbcshe'sscaredofnightmaresbutigavehim

sleepingpillssothathecanrestthenicalledourparents;they

arrived5minutesagoanditoldthem whathappened....this

issuejustdistractthem speciallyMom .

Mom :thisisbadLuthando!ithoughthewasgettingbettersince

hesmiledandlaughedoften,whattriggeredhim back?.

isighed

Me:hefuckedupachanceofbeingwithsomeonewhomade

him smiledandlaughedoftenandithithim hardsincethewoman

isAya'sex.

Dad:who'sthiswoman?

Me:hisP.A

Dad:MissDikana?

inodded.

Dad:wow!ididn'tseethiscoming.

Me:theyloveeachotherdadbutyoursonfuckeditallupwith

Monicaalsohistrustissuesgotintheway.

Mom :im evenashamedtocallNozethumysister!howcouldshe

besowicked?traumatisingmypoorchildlikethis?achildi

trustedherwith.thisisallmyfault

Dadhuggedherandbrushedherback.

Dad:don'tblameyourselfmkami,youdidn'tknowthatNozethu

wasgoingtodothistoourson.what'sdoneitsdoneandthe



personwhocausedallthisisdeadweshouldjuststandtogether

asafamilyandhelptheboybeforeheloseshimself.

wenodded.

Me:dadisMama,blamingyourselfwon'tsolveanything!andit

won'tfixLuphelo'slife.let'sjustgivehim allthesupportheneeds

ashisfamily.

Mom lookedatChuluwhowaslayingonthecouchwithteary

eyes,shebrushedhishead.

Mom :(teary)ohNozethu,whydidyoudothistomychild?...

•••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

thenextmorningiwokeuparound10am ,ihadaterrible

headachewhichidon'tknowwhereit'scomingfrom bcsididn't

drinkthatmuchyesterdayihad2bottlesofberniniblushonly.i

kickedtheblanketsoffandgotup,imadethebedandopened

theblindsthenheadtothebathroom .iwashedmyfacethen

brushedmyteeth-iwenttothebedroom itookmyphoneonthe

pedestalihad6missedcalls,3from Staceyand3from Chumani

.icalledChumanifirstbutitwentstraighttovoicemailitriedhim

againheansweredthistime.

Chumani:Browncookie?



Me:Chumanihi,isawyourmissedcallswassup?

hesighed.

Chumani:itsChulumanco.

myheartbeatescalates,thewayhesaysititslikesomethingbad

happened.

Me:what'sgoingwithhim ?isheokay?

Chumani:yeahheisfornow.

Me:fornow?whatdoyoumean?

Chumani:canwemeetuparound1pm .

Me:today?

Chumani:yesifyounotbusy.

Me:umhjonganehiwillcheckwithmysisterifshedoesn'thave

anyplansforustheniwillgetbacktoyou.

Chumani:ohalrightthen,nzobonangawe.

Me:sharp.

ihungup...

iwonderwhat'sgoingonwithChuluihopenothinghappenedto

him ,eventhoughhefuckedmeupistillloveandcareabouthim

eventhoughhetakesmyloveforgranted.

iworemysleepersandropethenheaddownstairs,igotthere

Hlom wasseatedonthebarstooleatingicecream .



Me:isn'ttooearlyforeatingthat?

Hlom :wellgoodmorningtoyoutooHlombekazi.

irolledmyeyes.

Me:MoloHlomla,butmyquestionstillstands.

Hlom :iwascravingit.

Me:you'regoingtomymakemylittlebabysickHlomla.

Hlom :haymaanHlombekaziyhu!

Me:okayfine,anywaysdowehaveplanstoday?

Hlom :nowhy?

Me:I'm meetingwithChumanitoday.

Hlom :Chumani?

Me:Chulumanco'sbrother.

Hlom :oh,forwhat?

Me:apparentlyitinvolvesChulumancobutidon'tknowwhatitis.

Hlom :you'regoing?

inodded.

shesighed.

Hlom :hlombedon'tletthispeopletakeadvantageofyouplease

ndakcelamntasekhaya,thisChuluguysawthatuyamthandaand

he'sgoingtotakeadvantageofthatdon'tallowhim towalkover

yourhead.



inodded.

Me:ihearyoumntase.

Hlom :good.

isentChumaniamessageagreeingtomeetupwithhim then

madefoodformyself..

tobecontinued..
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Exactlyat1pm iwasalreadyattherestaurantcalledsloppysam

inSomersetroad,Greenpoint.hesuggestedthatplacesincehe

wantedtotryfoodfrom theresoiagreed.iarrivedthereand

lookedaround-ispottedhim inafarcornertablehewasbusy

withhisPhone.iwalkedtowardsthetable.

Me:hey.

isaidtakingaseat,helookedupatmeandsmiled.Thestatu

brothersarehandsomeman!they'rejusthotnothingmuch.

Chumani:heybrowns,howareyou?

Me:im perfectlyfinewena?

heshruggedhisshoulders.

Chumani:im good.

inodded.

Chumani:I'vealreadyorderedforusiyoudon'tmind.

ichuckled.

Me:whatifidon'tlikethefoodyou'veordered.



Chumani:don'tworryyouwilllikeit.

Me:I'llbethejudgeofthat.

Chumani:Brownzididn'tcallyouheretotal-

hewasdisturbedbyawaitresscomingwithourfood,wethanked

her.heliterallyorderedmyfavouritedish!iWonderhowheknows

aboutthis.

Chumani:asiwassaying,icalledyouheretotalkaboutLuphelo.

isighed.

Me:what'sgoingonwithhim Chumani?

Chumani:Hlombekazi;Chulumancoisdealingwithlotsofstuff

youknow,andsomeofthisissuesarebeyondhiscontrolbuthe

refusestogethelp!he'ssostubbornandidon'tknowhowtohelp

him .

Me:youknowinoticedsomethingabouthim ,sometimeswheni

touchhim unexpectedlyhisbodytensesup!that'swheninoticed

thatsomethingisdefinitelyup.

hesighed.

Me:andthisothertimeisleptoverathisplace.iwokeupinthe

middleofthenighthewashavinganightmare,hewaspleading

withNozethutoleavehim alone-hewascryingandpleadingit

wasjustapainfulsighttosee.im worriedabouthim .

hebitehislowerliptryingtostophimselffrom crying.

Chumani:im tryingtobestrongforhim sothaticouldhelphim



buthe'sstubborn!hedoesn'twanthelp,inthiscaseidon'tknow

whattodoanymore.

Me:whatreallyhappenedChumani?

hesighed.

Chumani:itsnotmyplacetotell,Chulumancowilltellyouwhen

he'sreadybutijustneedyoutodosomethingforme.

Me:okaywhatisit?

Chumani:ineedyoutotalktohim.

Me:Chumanii-

Chumani:pleaseHlombekazi,iwouldn'taskyouthisifiwasn't

desperate,mybrotherneedshelp!he'sslowlybutsurelydying

from inside.Pleasetalktohim andconvincehim totalktoa

therapistmaybe,aslongashegetshelpit'sokay-youtheonly

personhelistensto.maybeifyouuseyourtricksyoumightwin

him over.

Me:Chumani,Lupheloandiarenotinthegoodspacerightnow!

wearenotonspeakingtermsidon'tthinkhewilllistentomebut

it'sworthatry,iwilltryandtalktohim butidon'tpromise

anything.

henodded.

Chumani:thankyou,that'sallIwanted.

inodded...



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

iwokeupwithabangingmotherofallheadches,itslikeitwas

goingtocrackinhalf.igroanasItrytoliftmyheadfrom the

pillowbutitwasastruggle.ilookformyPhoneunderthepillow

sothaticouldchecktime,its11am inthemorning!ineverslept

thislong,idon'tknowwhathappenedmaybeIwastootiredor

something.aftertryingsohardtogetoffthebedifinallydid,i

openedtheblindsthenheadtothebathroom.ibrushedmyteeth

thentookacoldshower!afterim doneiworemyclothesthen

headdownstairs.im supricedtoseemyparentshere,wheredid

theygethere?ireleasealoudsighanddescendeddownthe

stairs.

Me:Goodmorning.

theybothturned,Mom rushedtomeandhuggedmetight.Dad

wassmilinglikearetardedfool,asconfusedasiam ihuggedher

back.isitmybirthdaydaytoday?

Me:what'sgoingonguys?didiwinalottor?

dadchuckled.

Mom :hahaveryfunny.

Dad:son.

Me:Statu,howareyouguys?

Mom :we'regoodmybaby,wenahowareyou?

Me:im good.



Dadgavemelook,isighed!probablyChumanitoldthem about

whathappenedyesterday.

Me:Mom andDadim fine,stopworryingaboutme.im agrown

assmanicantakecareofmyself.

Mom :babydon'tyouthinkmaybeyoucanseeortalktosomeone

?

ifrowned.

Me:talktosomeone?

Mom :likeatherapist.

iscoffed.

Me:noim fineMom Thanks.

Dad:Luphelo!

Me:ha.atimerplease!whatam igoingtosaytoatherapist?that

iwasrapedbysomeoneiconsideredasmyaunt?someonei

trusted?mymother'ssister?hellno!I'm notdoingthatshit.I'm

amaniwilldealwiththisasamanstopworryingaboutme.

Dadsighed.

Dad:Lupheloyouneedtostopbeingstubborn!we'retryingto

helpyouhere,we'redoingthisforyouallyoucoulddoistomeet

ushalfway.

isighed,iwasslowlygettingpissedbythisconversationnow!

Me:Mamanotata!ineedyouguystolistenandlistencarefully,i

don'tneedashrinkmnaandidon'tthinkiwilleverneedone!its



been15yearssincethisthinghappenedandI'vebeendoingjust

fineandiwillcontinuedoingso,pleaseleavemealone!

Mom :butch-

Me:Mama!

isnapped.

"HayLuphelo,don'tyellatyourmotherlikethat!"shesays

behindme,whatisshedoinghere?idon'treallyneedher

presencerightnow.iturnedshewasstandingwithChumaniby

thedoor.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

tobecontinued...
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"Whatareyoudoinghere?."heaskedmethisquestionlooking

straightintomyeyes,idon'tknowwhyChulumancoisthis

stubborn!ireallydon't.imeanwearetryingtohelphim herenot

theotherwayaroundbuthe'spushingeveryoneaway,hedoesn't

gethelphethinkhewillsuitouthisissuesjustbcshe'sa'man'

that'sutterbullshitheknowsittoo!everyonegottheirown

problems,andeveryonefailstosolvethem atsomepointand

theywillneedhelpbutChulu...

Sigh

idon'tKnowabouthim ,afterourLunch-Chumanisuggestedthat

weshouldgoandtalktoChuluathisplacemaybehewillagree

wedon'tknowwejusttryingourluckbcsthemanisfucken

stubborn.iwasshockedtoseehisparentstherebutididn't

makeitobviousandiwasalsotickedoffbythewayChuluspoke

tohismother.

Chulu:iaskedyouaquestionHlombekazi,whatareyoufucken

doinghere?

hisMom :calm downLuphelo!



isighed.

Me:im sorryMrandMrsStatuforbudginginbutireallyneedto

talktoyourson.

MrsStatusmiledwarmlyatme.

MrsStatu:itsokaysweetheart,youcantalktohim .

ilookedChuluwholookedreallypissed.

Me:inprivateLuphelo.

hesighed.

Chulu:fine!youbettermakeitquick.

whathappenedtotheoldChulu?thisonehereisnottheChulu

im usedto....yeshewasrudebutnotthisrude.heledmetothe

livingroom sinceeveryoneoccupiedthekitchen,wesatdown.

Chulu:talk.

Me:Chuluwhyareyoulikethis?whyareyoucoldtowardsme?

whatdidido?

hescoffed.

Chulu:jongaHlombeireallydon'thavethewholedaysojustget

tothepointufunanton?

iblinkedawaythetearsthatwerethreathingtocomeout,ican't

getusedtoChulubeinglikethisit'sim takingtoacomplete

stranger.

Me:italkedtoChumanitoday,andhetoldmethatyou'redealing



withissuesandyoudon'twannagethelp!

hechuckled.

Chulu:soyouandChumaniarediscussingme?areyoubored

Hlombekazi?isAyabongaalreadyboringyou?

isuckedmyteeth,yazim tryingtomeetthisguyhalfwaybuthe's

notparticipating!he'sjustbeingplainrudetomeandim begging

myselfinsidenottolosemycoolandtellhim wheretogetoffbcs

he'sslowlypissingmeoffwithhissuddenstinkingattitude!

Me:jonganehChulumanco,iwon'tsithereandlistentoyou

disrespectingmesiyevana?im tryingtohelpyouheretheleast

youcandoistomeetushalfway.

Chulu:why?whyareyou'trying'tohelpmeasyousaybcsitold

youallthatim fine!!idon'tneedanyhelpim completelyfinemna,

kantiwhatdoyouwantfrom me?

hehalfshouted.

Me:Lupheloioncetoldyouthis;everyonegotastorytotell.you

rememberwhenitoldyouminedoyourememberwhatyousaid?

heshookhishead.

Me:yousaidthatmychildhoodwasniceyouwishyourscould've

beenlikethatbutsomeonedecidedtoruinitforyou,Luphelo

askingforhelpdoesn'tmakeyouweak!itdoesn'tmakeyouless

ofaman!itjustbuildsyoutobeabetterman.sopleaseStatu

allowustohelpyouwhateveryou'regoingthrough;idon'tknow

whatyou'regoingthroughbuticanseeitsbigsoplease-



Chulu:getoutHlombe.

ifrowned.

Me:Lup-

Chulu:GETTHEHELLOUTHLOMBEKAZI!!

iyelled,ijumpedalittle,istoodup.

Me:ihopeyouhealfrom whateveryou'regoingthrough,don't

shutyourfamilyout!Letthem supportyou.itriedmnatotalkto

youbutyou'rehotheadedsonzokuyeka-iwishyouallthebestin

lifeLuphelobye.

Chulu:Out!

itookmybagandout,imetChumanionthedoor.

Chumani:and?

Me:I'vetriedbutthen..

hesighed.

Chumani:thankyouanywaysBrownz,besafe.

Me:thankyou,bye.

iheadout...

••••



HLOMLALAYI.

thingsbetweenmyhusbandandihasbeenrockysincethat

conversationwehadyesterday,iwasn'tfightingwithhim ijust

wantedtoknowwhereim standingwithhim youknow!itshowed

mewhereistandwithhim.itsclearthathisjobisimportantthan

us,ourmarriagetheonlythingthatmadehim stayisthe

pregnancyjustbcshedidn'twanna'leavemeatthisstate'it

obviousthatifiwasn'tpregnanthewasn'tgonnathinktwice

aboutLeavinghedoesn'tcareaboutmyfeelingsorwhatsoever!i

meaninamarriagethingsgo50/50tobothsides,inmarriagewe

discusseverything!inmarriagewerespecteachotherbutit'slike

thosethingsdon'tworkinSandiso'swork-heneedsto

communicatewithmeifhewantsourmarriagetowork!hecan't

justtakedecisionsalonejustbcshe'sthemanofthehouseno!

hewasn'tmarriedalone,I'm hiswifeandheneedstoremindedi

canseehealreadyforgottenaboutthat.

Sigh

its4pm intheafternoon,Brownzcamebackfrom thelunchwith

Chumanilikeanhouragoeversincethenshe'sbeenlockedupin

herroom andididyevenbothertocheckuponher!Ijustwanther

tocooloffalittle.im seatedinthelivingroom readingabook,"

thepowerofpussy"that'sthenameofit.I'm notreallyfocused

onitbcsmymindisallovertheplaceandim stillwaitingforthis

husbandofminetocomebacksothatwecantalk..



thedooropened,itsmyhusbandjudgingbythecologneit'shim .

hedidn'tgreetmehejustpassed,ichuckled.

Me:wenolongergreeteachothernow?

Sandi:ithoughtyouwereupset.

Me:whywouldibe?bcsyesterdayiwasn'tfightingwithyoui

justwantedtoknowwhereistandwithyouinthismarriageandi

gotmyanswer!sorelaxloverboyim notmad.

hesighed.

Sandi:mamqomaliste-

Me:ha.ajustleaveitSandiso,ifyouwannagotoJoburghamba

mntase,mybabyandiwillsurvivewithoutyou.

tobecontinued..
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ThenextmorningiwokeupearlysinceitsMondayandidon't

wannabelate,sinceChuluandiarenotongoodtermsihaveto

doeverythingrightbcsidon'tknowwhathemightdo!hemight

snapatmeorevenfiremeyouknow.andican'taffordtobe

unemployed,ican'texpectHlom totakecareofmesincenow

she'sabouttohaveababyshewillneedmoney.andinoticed

thatthere'ssomethinggoingonbetweenHlom andbhut'Sandi

bcsthey'renolongerthesameman!itsliketheyhadafightor

somethingbuttheybetterputtheirpridesasideandfixtheir

marriage-theycan'taffordtohavefalloutsnowspeciallywhen

there'sababyontheway.

anywaysim donewitheverythingandim goodtogo,idecidedto

putmakeuptodayandweaveimagine!iwantedtofeelpretty

todayeventhoughifeelweird;im notusedtomakeupand

weavesimissmynaturalhairalreadybutthenagirlhastolook



goodforonceinherlife.ican'tbenaturalmyentirelifetime.soi

grabbedmybagandphonethenheaddownstairstoprepare

breakfast.thewasnooneintgrhouse,itwasdeadquiteeven

thekitchenwascleanlookslikenooneatebreakfast.iquickly

madeafruitsaladthenate.thetimewasnow06h55iquickly

rinsedmymouththenranouttothetaxirank.

iarrivedatworkthenheadinside,Staceywasnotatherdesksoi

walkedtowardstheelevator.igotinsideandpressedmyfloor.i

gottomyfloorthenheadstraighttomyoffice!iquicklyopened

thewindowsthenarrangedChulu'sdiarythenwenttomakehis

coffeeatthrkitchenthenheadbacktohisoffice;iknockedtwice

buttherewasnoansweriletmyselfin,hewasseatedonhis

chairlookingoutsidethewindowlookinglikehe'sdeepin

thoughts.

Me:GoodmorningMrStatu.

Silence

Me:MrStatu!

ihalfshouted,hejumpedabit.

Chulu:shit!whendidyougethere?awusemhlemamqoma.

Me:justfewseconds.Thanks,here'syourMorningcoffeeand

yourdiary.anythingelseyouneedhelpwith?

Chulu:thanks,taketheseandfaxedthem forme.

Me:okay,mayigo?



Chulu:sure,closethedooronyourwayout.

inoddedthenturnonmyheelsandheadout...igottomyoffice

thenstartedtowork.

whenlunchtimecameiwastiredashell,Chuluhadmerunning

aroundlikeaheadlessChicken!idon'tknowwhyhe'sbringinghis

issuestowork.he'sliterallytakingouthisfrustrationsonmeand

im slowlybutsurelygettingfedupbyhim!whycan'theadmitthat

heneedshelp?bcsheknowsthatheneedshelpbuthehasabig

egoandprideboth,anditpissesmeoffseriously.we'retryingto

helphim herecan'theseethat?he'spushingeveryoneawayand

thatwillleadhim todepressionandthatissomethingidon'twant

,bcspeoplewhosuffersfrom depressionlikestokillthem selves

andican'timagineChuludoingthat,hisfamilyneedshim ,his

childneedshim ialsoneedhisrudeandarrogantselfyouknow

butifhedoesn'twannaattendtherapythere'snothingwecould

donathi.

ifelteyespiercingthroughmeilookedupitsAyabongaleaning

againstthedoorframe,ismiledhereturnedthegesture.

Aya:Hlombe.

Me:hi

hegotinsideandsatdownonthecouch.

Aya:howareyou?



Me:im goodthanksandyou?

Aya:im good,kuthenunqabileilastsawyouattheparty.

ichuckled.

Me:bungazondibonaeverydaykalokumntase.

Aya:why?

Me:Ayabongathere'snothinghappeningbetweenus,whatwe

hadaslongpassedsodon'ttreatmelikeyourgirlfriend.

hescoffed.

Aya:finethenHlombekazi,butcanyoueatlunchwithme?

isighed.

Me:Ayab-

Aya:pleaseHlombe,wejusthavinglunchandcatchup.

ismiled.

Me:okaythen,letmepackupthese.

ipackupthepapersiwasbusywiththenputthem nicelyonmy

deskthentookmybagweheadout.wemetChuluonthewayhe

wastalkingonthePhone,hejustlookedatuswithan

emotionlessfacethenpassedby,wecontinuedtowalkthenget

insidetheelevatorandpressedthefirstfloor.

Aya:awusemhleuyayazilonto?(you'rebeautiful,doyouknow

that)

igiggled.



Me:thanks,youdon'tlookbadyourself.

hesmiledthenwefellintoacomfortablesilence.

wearrivedatBlowfishrestaurantthenweheadinside,thisplace

isbreathtakingandverycosyyouknow.wefoundatablefor2

thenheopenedthechairformeismiledandsatdown.wepaged

throughthemenuthenweordered.

Me:sohow'slife?

Aya:itsbeenfarsogoodtobehonest,how'syours?

Me:Itsniceactuallynothingmuch,justsimplelifeyouknow.

henodded.

Aya:howwaslifeafterileft?

isighed.

Me:tobehonestitwashardAyabonga,fortheobviousreasons

youknow.butafteryoulefttheydidn'tmockmeatschoolafter

youleftbcsiwasknewhowtostanduptomyselfbutlifewasn't

thesamewithoutyou!iusedtocrymyselfeverynightprayingto

Godtobringyoubacktomebutasyearspassedigaveupbcsi

realizethatim justwastingmytimebcsyouclearlymetnew

peopleandforgottenaboutme.

hesighedandheldmyhands.

Aya:theyarestillsoftasalways!

ichuckled.



Aya:im sosorryHlombe,itrulyam!ifiwasgivenachoiceto

stayiwould'vebutmababyididn'thaveanychoiceiwasstillakid

myselfsobeingaloneinaprovincewithoutmyfamilyiwould've

havesurvivedbutthat'snotthereasonofnotcomingbacktoyou!

i'vealwaysthoughtaboutyou.ineverforgottenaboutyoui

thoughtiwouldneverseeyouagainbutheream iwithyouin

frontofmebeautifulasthelasttimeisawyou.

ilookeduptryingtoblinkthetearsthatweretryingtoescape....

••••••••

AYABONGAPETER.

whenisawHlombeonthatwelcomingpartyiliterallyfroze,i

didn'tevenexpecttoseehertheretobehonest!she'ssogrown

andmorebeautifulnowthanthelasttimeisawher,she'smore

maturedandshespeakssense.whenisawherallthefeelingsi

thoughtihadburiedyearsagocamebackflowing,whatifeelfor

herismorethanwhatifeltforheryearsagobutican'tpursueher

sinceim stillapologizingthenthere'salsoLuthandoontheway.

Sigh

whenileftHlombeyearsago,itwaslikeapartofmeleftbehind

withher!iwassoheartbroken,ittookme2yearstomoveon

from hertobehonest.iwassoagreeatmyparentsforleaving



buttheniunderstoodbcsmydadneededthejobandweneeded

moneytosurvivesoisuckeditupanddecidedtotryandmoveon

eventhoughitwashardashell.iusedtocryforhereverynight

thinkingabouther!ithoughtthatiwillneversawheragainuntili

sawherattheparty.

ialsonoticedthatthere'ssomethinggoingonbetweenherand

Chustabutidon'twannadwellonthat,ifshe'snotdatinghim so

thatmeansthatistillhaveachancewithhersincewenever

brokeupwecouldjustpickupwhereweleftofifshestillfeels

thesamewayaboutme...ofcourse.thislunchhelpedusalotbcs

wetalkedandtalkedforawhileuntilwelosttrackoftime!but

sinceim partofthecompanyiwilljustsayshewenttoameeting

withmethat'swhywe'relate..

tobecontinued..
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afterthewonderfullunchihadwithAyawedrovebacktoworka

littlebitlate,ihopeChuluwon'tcauseanytantrumsbcsim ina

goodmoodtobepissedyaz,sowhenwegotthereChuluwas

standingbyStacey'sstationlookslikehe'sexplaningsomething

toStacey,helooksupandsawuswalkingtogetherhisfacial

expressionchangedidon'tknowwhetherhe'sangryorwhat?....

weheadstraighttotheelevatorandgotinsidethenpressedour

floor.

Me:ihadanamazingtimewithyou,thankyouverymuch.

hesmiled.

Aya:ihadangoodtimetoo,you'reagoodcompanyweshould

doitagain.

Me:ha.adon'tpushit!

hechuckledandraisedhishandsinsurrender.

Aya:alrightthen.



heopenedhisarmssowecouldhug,iwalkclosertohim then

huggedhim.wehuggedlongenoughuntilwehearsomeone

clearedtheirthroatbehindus;wepulloutandturnedialmost

rolledmyeyeswhenisawChulustandingtherewithhishandsin

hispocket.

Aya:grootman!

Chulu:surebawo,Brownieineedthosepapersin3minutes.

Me:okaysir.

henoddedandwalkedtohisoffice.Ayabongalookedatme.

Aya:what'sgoingonbetweenthetwoofyou?

Me:nothing,I'llseeyoulater.

hekissedmyforeheadthenwalkedtohisoffice.igetinsidemy

officeandarrangethepaperssothaticouldgivetoChulu!itook

them thenheadtohisofficeiknockedtwiceheletmein,hewas

withhisFriendtheonewhogavemealifttheotherdaywhat'shis

nameagain?.....umhKungawo!yeskungawo.

Me:Molweni.

Kungawo:Brownie!

Chulu:MissDikana.

Kungaworaisedhisbrowattheformalitynow,it'snotlikehim ifit

wasanothertimehewouldbecallingme"mamqoma"butthen...

iputthepapersdownonthetablethenturnonmyheelsand

walkedout



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

seeingbrowniethatcosywithAyabongaupsetsme!sheevenhad

lunchwithhim imeanwheniaskedhertohavelunchwithmeshe

gavemeexcusesbutnowit'sAyabongasheagreesjustlikethat!

Sigh

butim theonetoblameforthat,I'm theonewhodroveheraway

likethat.iregretthewayispoketoheryesterdayitsjustthatthey

wereputtingalotofpressureonme!beingmolestedasamanit's

notawalkonthepark,itshardspeciallyinmycasebcsthe

personwhomolestedmeit'smyaunt.myparents,Chumaniand

Browniewon'tunderstandthepainim goingthroughbcsof

Nozethu,nooneunderstandsthepainI'm goingthroughasa

man!andthey'reputtingpressuretometotalktoatherapist

whenim notevenready,idon'tevenknowwhatam igoingtosay

tothetherapist?

ijustwishtogoawayandstartmylifeawayfrom here,ijust

wannabealonewithmythoughtstryingtogathersomereason

whyNozethudecidedtohurtandbreakmelikethis?didn'tshe

knewwhatrapedoestopeople?Ijustwishicouldseeherone

moretimesothaticouldaskherthesequestionsihaveonme

butthatwishwon'tbegrantedbcsshe'sdead.thepersonwho

hasanswerstothequestionsihaveitsherbutshe'sdeadsono

onewillanswerthem iwilljustkeepthem onme



iwaswithKungawoatmyoffice,hecametoseemealonethis

timearoundtheGentsarebusytodaysotheycouldn'tcamebut

Kungawodid.wehadwhiskeyandsmoked!.ismokewhenI'm

stressed.it'snotaregularthing.

Kungawo:didyoufixthingswithBrownie?

isighed.

Me:iruinedthem worse!

Kungawo:whatdoyoumean?

itoldhim everythingthathappenedyesterdayday....

.

.

.

at5pm iwasalreadyreadytogo,im sotiredijustneedahot

shower,foodthensleep!Kungawoleft2hoursagoafterour

chattingandsmokingsession.ipackedthelastfileiwasbusy

withtheclosethebag,itookmythingsthenheadoutipassedby

Brownie'sofficeshewasnotthere.....Maybeshe'salreadygone

homesoiheadtotheelevatorandpressedthefirstfloor.



igotinsidemycaranddrovetoMonica'splaceimissmy

daughter,thedrivetherewasn'tlongsinceMonicalivedcloseto

myworkplace,whenigotthereicalledher-sheansweredona

secondring.

Monica:Chulu?

Me:canihaveYanafortheweek?

shesighed.

Monica:youknowthatshehasschoolright?

Me:iknowthatandim goingtodropheroffeverymorningand

Mom willgetherfrom school

Monica:okayiwillpackabagsolong.

Me:im alreadyhere,bringher.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT36.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

aftertakingmyprincessfrom hermother'splaceiwentto

McDonald'sdrivethrusothatwecouldgetsomethingtoeatsince

im notinthemoodtocook,sowegotourfoodthendrove

straighttomyhouse.ijusthopemyparentswenthomebcsim

notinthemoodforthem seriouslyijustwannabewithmy

daughterforthenight.wearrivedathomenocarwasonthe

drivewaywhichmeansthey'regone!ipickedthesleepingLiyana

andwalkedinsidethehouseandputheronthecouchthen

coveredherwithathrow-iwalkedbacktothecartogetmy

thingsandthefood.

itookashowerandworemypyjamapantsandavestthendished

upformyselfandate!itookmyphoneandgotbusywithit.i

logedtoWhatsapp;BrowniepostedapictureofherandAyaina

restaurant.lookslikeitsBlowfishrestaurantandtheylookgood,

Brownielookshappy.she'sGenuinelysmiling...



ifeltapinchofjealousyinmyheartbylookingatthis,I'm theone

whowassupposedtomakeherhappylikethis,makeshersmile

likethisbuttheniruinedthings..

Sigh

iruinedeverything,itookherloveandcareshehadformefor

granted!ididn'tappreciatehereffortsbutnowshefound

someoneshesharedsomethingspecialwithandinolonger

standachanceinher,ishouldjustletherbehappybcsiwillonly

bringnothingbutproblemsinherlifesoiwilljustletherbe..

iwipedmytearsthenswitchedmyphoneoff,itookLiyanatoher

room andtuckedherinthenheadstraighttomybedroom .igot

Undercoversandturnedoffthelight..

••••



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA

afterworkiwastiredashell,whenigothomeitookshowerthen

gotUndercoversbutiwasn'tsleepy,itookmyphoneandcalled

Stacey.sheansweredonasecondring.

Stacey:Browncookie?

shesoundshappyandbubbly.

Me:hiStacey,areyoudrunk?

shegiggled.

Stacey:yesim drunkinlovebaby!

Me:inlove?hayboStaceytellmemorekaloku.

shelaughed.

Stacey:yourememberthenightoftheparty?

Me:yeah.

Stacey:so...

Me:talkStaceymaan!

Stacey:slowdowntiger,sothatnightimetmybelovedonenight

standwhofuckedmeuntiliforgotmorningafters.

weburstoutlaughing,she'scrazy.

Me:saywhat?youbitchdidn'ttellmeanything!

Stacey:likeyoudidn'ttellmethatyou'refuckingtherude



motherfucker.

iclearedmythroat.

Me:aboutthat..

Stacey:don'tworrybabesim overthat,anywaysiturnedoutthat

myonenightstandisoneofChulu'sfriends!guesswhoisit?

Me:umhBonga?Phila?Kungawo?

shegiggled.

Stacey:itsPhila.

shesaidfast..

Me:ididn'tcatchthat,comeagain!

Stacey:itsPhilaBrownz!

Me:what?

Stacey:yeah..

Me:cometothinkofit,youtwodisappearedthatnightwheni

leftyouwerenolongerinsightwhic-......ohJesusdon'ttellme

yousleptwithhim again?

shelaughed.

Stacey:well...

Me:Staceyyou'remarriedremember?

Stacey:iknow,butitsnotlikewe'reinloveorsomethinglikethat!

I'm justhavingfun.



Me:wow!

Stacey:ihopeyou'renotjudgingme.

Me:iwouldneverjudgeyoumyfriend,im justshocked.

Stacey:don'tbe!kusemhlabeniapha.

shesaidthelastpartweirdlysinceshedoesn'tknowXhosafully.

iburstoutlaughing.

Me:yousuchanidiot.

shelaughed.

Stacey:mxm ....anywaysigottagomaan!iloveyou.

Me:iloveyoutoobye.

ihungup....

.

.

.

aroundmidnightiwokeupveryhungry,sogotoffthebedand

mademywaytothekitchen.ididn'tevenswitchlightoniused

theflashlightofmyphone.mylastnightdinnerwasonthe

warmersoiwarmedmyfoodthesatdownandate.

myphoneringsitsAya.Whatdoeshewantatthistime?i



answeredthephone.

Me:Ayabonga?

Aya:mababy,areyousleeping?

Me:noim eating.

hechuckled.

Aya:atthistime?

Me:yes,

Aya:alrightthen,caniseeyou?

Me:when?

Aya:now.

ifrowned.

Me:ngoku?

Aya:eweHlombe!im outside.

Me:whatthehellAyabonga!ufunanton?

hesighed.

Aya:ican'tsleepHlombekaziineedtoseeyou.

isighed.

Me:but..

Aya:please..

Me:okayfine,im coming..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT37.

••••••••••••••••••••••

AYABONGAPETER.

iknowcallingHlombeafteribrokeupwithLuthandowasabad

ideabuticouldn'thelpit,Luthandoknewhowourrelationship

waslike!iwouldn'tsayilovedher,notherewasnolovetherewe

werejustlikedorweenjoyedeachother'scompany.inevertold

heriloveherneitherherneverdidsoitwasjustvibing.sowheni

brokethingsoffsheunderstoodbutverysadthatI'm cuttingties

withherbcsshewasusedtohavemearoundbutshewilllive-

she'sabiggirl..

soicouldn'tsleepiwantedtoseebrowniesobadlyidon'tknow

whybutiwasyearningforherpresence!

itwasaroundmidnightwhenidrovetoherhood,shecameout

thehousewearinganonesie,shewalkedtowardsthecarandgot

inside.she'seatingamuffinatthistimeofthenight-iChuckled

shakingmyhead.



Me:Molomababy.

Hlombe:whatdoyouwantAyabonga?

isighed

Me:comeonHlombe,don'tberude.

sherolledhereyes,shelookscuteinherpinkandblackonesie

withherhairbraided.

Hlombe:im notbeingrudeAyabonga,I'm tryingtounderstand

whywouldyoudriveinthemiddleofthenightjusttoseemehere

ingathindiyiCherrakho!whatdoesyourgirlfriendsayaboutthis?

doessheknowthatyou'rehere?

Me:Hlombekhamengemibuzoyakhobawo,toansweryour

questionsnoLuthandodoesn'tknowthatim hereandshe'snot

longermygirlfriend.

shefrowned.

Hlombe:whywhathappened?

Me:you!

Hlombe:me?

Me:yesHlombekaziyou!eversinceisawyouallthefeelingsi

thoughtiburiedcamebackgunblazzing.istartedtoloseinterest

inLuthandosonotwantingtostringheralongibrokethingswith

her.

shesighed.

Hlombe:sowhatareyoudoinghere?youwantmetocomfort



you?

ichuckledathersarcasm ,whywouldiwanttocomfortedwhen

im theonewhobrokethingsoff.

Me:noididn'tcallyouhereforthat!

Hlombe:thenwhat?thethamaanAyabongaishouldbesleeping

ngoku.

isighed.thisismoredifficultthanithought.

Me:iloveyou...

shewentquiteforawhile.

Hlombe:iknow,butifyouwerehoppingtogetbacktogetherwith

meforgetitmntase,that'snotgoingtohappen.youjustbrokeup

withyourgirlfriendanhouragothenanotherhouryou'reon

anotherwoman?howdoyoutakemeforhuh?youwon'tmake

meyourreboundAyabonga!you'rewaistingyourtimebeinghere

justgoandfixthingswithyourgirlfriend-ihaveenoughissueson

myplateandarelationshipisthelastthingineedrightnow...i

meanitAyabongafixthingswithyourgirlfriendbeforeyourealize

thatiwasnotworthitthenyoustarttoresentme.

Me:iwouldnev-

Hlombe:fixthingswithher!anddon'tcallme.

withthatsaidsheopenedthedoorandgotoutrunningtowards

herhouse..



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

Thenextmorningiwokeuparoundmiddaysinceididn'tgoto

work,Chulugavemeadayoffsincehedidn'tgotoworktoo.he

saidhe'sdealingwith"personalstuff"whateverhemeant!so

anywaysithoughtishouldusemysavingstodomyhair,

manicureandpedicure,justspoilmyselfmaanyouknow!ican't

becrustywhileiworkandim gettingagoodpay...

ThismorningHlomlatoldmethatatthehospitalsheworkedat

they'rehiring,they'rearelookingfor8nurses!youmust've

imaginedthewayiwassohappy.imeanthisismydream jobso

itypedmyCVsothaticoulddropitofftodaybeforeiheadtothe

mall.

afterwashingdishesitookashowerandworeasimpledress

withsandles,icombedmyhairandtieditthenworeabuckethat

withsomeearrings.iappliedlipglossthentookmynecessities

thenheadout-ipassedbyHlomlabedroom andknockedshelet

mein.shewascuddlinginbedwithbhut'Sandireadingabook;

lookslikemyfavoritecoupleisback,theyfixedthings.

Me:heyguys,iwantedtoletyouknowbandiyahamba.

shesmiled.

Hlom :okaybaby,bringsomegoodiesthere.

Me:okay,byebhuti.



bhut'Sandi:byeBrownie.

iclosedtheirdoorthenheadout.

rightnowim atthemall,idroppedmyCvatthehospitalandsaid

theywillcallifigotthejob.ijustgotmyfingerscrossedthatiget

thisjob!itsbeenmydream sinceiwasakidsoitwouldbea

dream comethroughihaveigotit...

anywaysistartedatJoyce'ssaloontogetmyhairandnailsdone,

atmyhairididbraidsandpinkmatteshortnails!theyalsodidmy

makeupforfreeandilookedsublimetobehonest,iwasjust

feelingmyself.

"yourboyfriendwillsurelybeblownover,you'resobeautiful"said

themakeupartist,ichuckled.thelittledidsheknowthatiwill

totallyblowtwogrownmen.

Me:Thankyou.

ipaidthenheadtoMrPricetodosomelittleshopping,ibought

underwearandbrasthensomesandles.ialsoboughtsomecute

babyshoesforHlom atAckermanstheylookedtoocutesoi

couldn'tleavethem ,afterthatiheadtoSloppySam restaurantso

thaticouldgetsomemealbeforeideparthome.iorderedmy

foodthengotbusywithmyphonewhilewaitingformyorder.i

scrolleddownatInstagram thencameacrossLuthando'sprofile,

itsherandAyainthepicture!itlookslikethey'reinthebathroom

itwasabeautifulpictureshame.shecaptioneditlikethis:"iwill

surelymissourtimetogether,imissyoualreadybutigotta



understandthatyouwerenotmineinthefirstplace"...

sohewasright,shereallybrokeupwithher!yazAyabongais

suchanidiot.howcanheletgosuchalovelypersonfor

somethinghedoesn'tevenknowthatitsgoingtoworkout?yesi

loveAyabutidon'twannabewithhim;idon'twanttostarta

relationshipinanother'swoman'stearsitwillneverwork,as

peoplesay"easycome,easygo"andidon'twantthat.iwantan

everlastingthingsobeingwithhim itsgoingtobedisaster!

"Canisit?"ilookedup,itsalightskinnednigga.helooks

colouredim notsure.

Me:yeahsure.

heopenedthechairandsatdown.

"LiyenaJames"hesaidtakingouthishandsforahandshakei

acceptedit.

Me:HlombekaziDikana.

"Nicetomeetyou,you'resobeautiful"ismiledfaintly.

Me:thankyou.

"soareyoualone?"

"She'swithmebawo"saysChulumancobehindme,tf!whatis

hedoinghere..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT38.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

"areyouokaynowbaby?"shenodded,itookthedishthenwent

torinseitinthekitchen.

Me:let'sgoandtakeabath.

ipickedherupthenheadupstairs.Liyanahasbeensicktoday,

she'sclingyandalwayscrying!ithinkshe'scomingupwithflui

triedtomakeasoftporridgesothatshecaneatbutshedoesn't

budge..nowI'llgotothepharmacyforsomemedicationican't

dealwithherwhenshe'slikethis.soibathedherandhelpher

woreherclothesthenitookashower.

afterwedoneeverythingitookmywalletandcarkeysthenwe

headout,istrappedYanainherseatthenidroveoff.

wearrivedatthemallweheadstraighttothepharmacywithYana

onmyback.wegothermedicationthenweheadtoSloopySam

restauranttogetsomethingtoeat.whenwearrivedthereatthe

cornerofmyeyeisawBrownieseatedwithsomeguy..ifelt



angerbrewinginsidemeiheadthere.whenireachthere-the

dudeisaskingheraboutwhoshecamewith.

Me:she'swithmebawo.

theybothlookedatme,Brownzlookedshockedtoseeme.

"sharpta."

thedudesaidandstoodup,ichuckledandsatdownwithYana!

BrownztookYanaandplayedwithherignoringme.

Me:youlookbeautifulmamqoma.

shelookedreallybeautiful,shehasnewbraidsandmake-up,

she'spretty.

Brownz:thankyou,whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:icametoeatobviously.

sherolledhereyes.

Brownz:youknowwhatimean.

isighed.

Me:iwantedtoapologiseHlombekazi.

shelookedupatme.

Brownz:apologizeforwhat?

O-kaythisisgoingtobemoreharderthanithought.

Me:im sorryHlombeforhowispoketoyoutheotherday,iknow

thatyouweretryingtohelpbut...Im trulysorrypleaseforgiveme.



shesighed.

Brownz:yaziChulumancoyou'reungrateful,itrulydespite

abantuabangenambulelo.youhaveafamilythatlovesand

supportsyoubutyoupushthem away!youhaveabrotherthat

lovesyouwholeheartedlyandhewantsnothingbutthebestfor

youbutallthathe'stryingforyou-you'rethrowingbackonhis

face.whatyoudidthereputmeoff,youactedlikeaentitled

fuckenspoiltbrat!youneedhelpLuphelo,needinghelpdoesn't

makeyouweakasmanitshowsthatyouwannagetbetterfor

yourownsanity,foryourself,foryourfamilyandyourdaughter

butthisthingofyoursjustirritateme.fixyourlifeLuphelo.fixit

beforeit'stoolate.

shekissedYana'scheekandtookherthingsthenheadout.

Me:dammit!

••••

.



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

yaziidon'tknowwhatkindofapersonChuluis,trulyspeakinghe

confusesme.todayhe'scoolandallthatthenextthinghe'srude

andallthatyeyandiyazi.Chuluknowsthatilovehim andhe

wantstousethatashisadvantagebutiwon'tlethim ,iwon'tbe

hispuppetkaloku...heapologizedthinkingIwillforgivehim that

easilythenplayhappyfamilywithhim butnotthistimearound!

I'm donelettingmenwalkovermyhead.Ilearntmylesson

throughChulumanco.

iwasabouttoenterthetaxiwhenmyphonerings,itsan

unknownnumberianswered.

Me:hello.

"Stayawayfrom myfamilyBrownie,im warningyou!stayaway."

ifrowned.

andthen?Family?whatfamily?

Me:andwho'sthis?

thelinewentdead,thepersonhungup..

Me:owwwkaay.

igotinsidethetaxithenitdroveoff.

wheniarrivedathome,Hlom wascookingwhilelisteningto

music.



Me:babymomma.

shelookedupandsmiled.

Hlom :babysis,wowyoulookgorgeous.

ismiled.

Me:thankyoulove,lookwhatIlboughtyou.

itookoutthebabyshoesandshowedthem toher,tearswelled

upinhereyes.hormonesthixowam .

Hlom :(teary)Brownz,theyaresobeautifulmntaseenkosi.

iwenttohugher.

Me:don'tcrylove,youknowilovemyniecesomuch.

shegiggled.

Hlom :yeahiknow.

Me:sowhatareyoumakingthere?

Hlom :juststewandrice.

inodded.

Me:I'llgoandputtheseonmybedroom thencomeback

ndizokuncedisa.

Hlom :okay

irantomyroom andputtheshoppingbagsonthebed.Thenmy

phoneringsit'sChulu.

Sigh



ianswered.

Me:Luphelo

Chulu:BrownzPleasemamqomacanwetalk?

Me:there'snothingtotalkaboutChulu,bye.

Chulumanco:brow-

ihungup..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT39.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

FEW DAYSLATER.

"Brownie?vukamaan"saysAndilewhisperinginmyear,igroan

andturnedtoaround.

Andile:Hlombekazi?

Me:yintonAndile?

hechuckled.

Andile:sis'Hlomlauthimandizokvusa,we'regoingtospring

cleantoday.

iwantedtocryatthatinstant,isHlomlacrazy?orhormonesare

playingwithher.

Me:what?hayhayAndile.mxeleleanzoyenzalonto.(tellheri

won'tdothat)



Andile:haygetup!

heremovedtheblanketsonme.

Me:yadika.

hehavehismiddlefingerandwalkedout,isighed!yhohay

uHlomla.igotoffthebedandopenedthecurtains-thenmade

thebed.iheadtothebathroom towashmyfaceandbrushedmy

teeththenitiedmybraidsandworeadoek.iwentbacktothe

bedroom!myphoneringsitsChulu.

Sigh

I'vebeenavoidingthisonefordaysnow,seriouslyijustwanna

moveonfrom Chuluandforgetabouthim he'sjustirritatesme.i

should'veblockedhim yazbutidon'twannaseem rude.iwatched

itringinguntilitstopped,whycan'thegiveup?hetoldmeto

leavehim aloneandim doingjustthatbuthekeepscallingand

callingforwhat?toapologiseforsayingwhat'sinhisheart?he

doesn'tourhelpsoim gonnaleavehim likethatmna.itsrings

againitshim .thenfollowedbyatext.

"Canwetalk?pleaseBrownie"isighedandturnedoffmyphone,

itookoffmypyjamasthenworemyleggings,vestthensleepers

thenheaddownstairs.whenigotthereAndileismopingthefloor

whileblastingmusic.

Andile:finallythemadam isawake!

irolledmyeyes.

Me:wheredidthebreadwinnerandhiswifewentto?



heburstoutlaughing.

Andile:breadwinner?reallyBrownie...theywentfordoctor's

checkup

Me:okay,sowhatmustidonow?

Andile:thedishesmntase.

Me:okay.

iheadstraighttothekitchenandgettowork...

.

.

.

whentheclockhits12weweredonewitheverything,thehouse

wassquickycleananditsmelledgood.Hlom andherhusband

arestillnotback!im startingtothinkthattheywantedustoClean

thehousealonebuttheniunderstandmysisispreggiessono

heavyworkforher.Andileissleepinginhisroom -aftercleaningi

tookashowerandworemyclothesthenrelaxedonacouch

readingabook.ilovereadingbookstheytakemymindoffthings

ifim stressingtoomuch.iheardaknockonthedoor!idragged

mytiredselftothedoortoopen.

whatthehellisdoinghere?isigheddeeply.

Me:tfLuphelo!whatdoyouwant?



Chulu:browniepleaseletmein.

Me:no!

iwasabouttocloseit,heblockedthedoorwithhisfoot.

Chulu:pleaseHlombe.

isighed.

Me:fine,getin.

imovedaside,hegotinsideandlookedaround.

Luphelo:nicehouseyougothere.

ismiled.

Me:thanks,youcansitdown...umhcanigetyousomethingto

drink?

whyam inervousallofthesudden?

Chulu:canihavebeer?

ichuckled.

Me:there'snobeerhere,there'sjuice,waterandcoffee.

Chulu:I'llhavejuicethen.

Me:comingrightup.

iheadtothekitchenandpouredjuiceforhim thenwentbackto

thelounge.ifoundreadingthebook.

Chulu:Thinklikeaman,actlikealadyreally?



Me:yes,here.

igavehim thejuiceandhethankedme.isatdownoppositehim

waitingforhim totalkbuthedoesn'thejuststaresatme!wehold

theeyecontactforafewsecondsuntililookedaway.

Me:talkLuphelobeforemysisterandherhusbandgethere.

heclearedhisthroatandlookeddown.

Chulu:Browniedoyouenjoyhurtingmyfeelings?

ifrowned.

Me:nowhy?

Chulu:thenwhyareyoudoingthis?whyareyouavoidingme?i

apologizedmos!

isighed.

Me:Lupheloifiremembercorrectly,you'retheonewhosaidi

shouldleaveyoualone.nowim doingthatuyakhalaza...Whatdo

youwantaxactlyChulumanco?

hesighed.

Chulu:brownie,Ninanonkedon'tknowthepainI'm going

through!youdon'tknowthestruggleI'm goingthrougheveryday...

thequestionsihave,thenightmaresihaveatnight.Youdon't

knowanything-youallseethiscold,arrogantandrudeChulubut

beyondthatthere'ssomeonewho'scryingforhelpbutidon't

knowwheretostart.I'm notreadytorevivethosepainful

momentsiwentthrough!sopleaseHlombekazindicela

ni'Understand.er,talkingaboutwhathappenedtomeit'snoteasy



andpleasedon'teverforcemeagainijustwannabeready

emotionallyandmentallysothaticanfixmyselfndakcela.

hesaidlookingatmewithtearsinhiseyes.

Chulu:pleasesaysomething.

Me:im sorry,ndicelauxolonyani.ididn'tknowithoughtyou

don'twanthelponpurpose.

Chulu:don'tapologiseIunderstand.

Me:comehere.

iwentclosertohim andputhisheadonmyboobs,hereleaseda

painfulsobimmediately.hiscriesbroughttearsinmyowneyes-

whateverhe'sgoingthroughishugeanditisweighinghim down.

I'veneverseenChululikethis-itshowsthatithurtsandhecan't

takeitanymore!ikeptonbrushinghim backandkissinghim on

hishead.

Me:letitalloutLuphelo,cryinghelp.

••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

theysaytalkingandcryinghelps,andimustsaythatthey're

tellingthetruth!aftercryingandtalkingtobrownieifeltalittlebit

lighteryouknow.afterallthatcryingiwasdoingbrowniegavea

glassofsugarwatertheniwenttorinsemyfaceinthebathroom

thenheadbacktothelounge.

iwaslayingonBrowniechest,withmyhandonherwarm and

softboobs!suchacomfortablepositionever.shewasreading

thatbookformewhileim listening.ijustwishwecouldstaylike

thisforeverbutthenimessedup...

Brownie:youhavetoleavenowbeforemysistergethere.

Me:No!

Brownie:No?

Me:yesno.

Brownie:hayhayLuphelo!

ismiledandpeckedherlips,ilovewhenshecallsmebymy

secondname.mynamesoundsogoodcomingfrom hermouth.

Me:iwillleavearound5.

Brownie:what?you'remad!

ilaughed.



Brownie:getupandgo.

shestoodupandpulledmeup.

Brownie:youhavetoleaveLuphelomaan,beforeHlomlaget

here.

"im alreadyherenjena"saysawoman'svoicebehindus...Shit.

webothturned,it'sanotherversionofBrownie,shelookedlike

she'sinherearlythirties.she'sbeautiful-theDikanasistersare

gorgeousmaan.

"Molweni"shegreeteduswithasmile.

Brownie:babymomma.

Me:hi.

shelookedandbrownie.

Brownie:ohumhHlom thisChulu,Myboss.ChuluthisisHlomla

mybigsister.

HlomlalookedatBrowniewitharaisedbrow.

Me:nicetomeetyouHlomla.

Hlom :pityican'tsaythesameaboutyou.

Brownie:Hlomla!

Hlom :thulawena!

o-kay,lookslikeshedoesn'tlikemethatmuch.sheclickedher



tougueandpassedus.

Brownie:don'tmindher,pregnanthormones.

inodded.

Me:it'sokay,walkmeout.

sheworehershoesthenwewalkedouttomycar.

Me:thankyouforlisteningtomyproblems.

shesmiled.

Brownie:anytime.

Me:hug?

shenodded,ihuggedherinhalinghersweetscent-shesmells

goodman.

Me:ithinkI'm fallingforyou.

iwhisperedinherear,herbodyfroze..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT40.

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

2MONTHSLATER.

"here"saysHlomlahandingmealunchbox,itookitandthanked

her.

Hlom :enjoyyourday.

Me:youtoo,Iloveyou.

Hlom :iloveyoutoo.

ikissedhercheekthentookmybagsandheadtothehospital,

yesyougirlbaggedthatjobsoim officiallysisterofnurseDikana

now.im soproudofmyselftobehonest;thisiswhatI'vewanted

andstudiedforatvarsity-my4yearstheredidn'tgodownthe

drown.im livingthedream!Chuluwasn'thappywheniresigned

evenStaceybuttheywilllivebecauseididn'tbelongthereinthere

inthefirstplace,speakingofChuluihaven'tseenhim inawhilei

lastsawhim lastmonthwheniwenttohandoutmyresignation

lettereventhoughhewasn'treallyhappyheunderstoodand

wishedmeluckthenineversawhim again.evenonWhatsApp

he'snotalwaysonlineandikindamisshim -wedidn'treallytalk

about"ithinkim fallingforyou"hedidn'tevenexplainhimselfhe

justkissedmyforeheadthengotinsidehiscarthendroveoff

leavingmeconfusedandshit!andafterthatheneversaid



anything.notthatiwascompletelycluelessaboutwhathewas

talkingaboutim justconfusedbecausemonthsagohetoldme

thathedoesn'tdoloveandnowhe'stellingmethathe'sfallingfor

me?itscomplicatedmaan.

"we'reheresisi"

yhoididn'tevennoticethatwe'vearrivedithankedthedriveand

payedhim thenheadinsidethehospital.ibumpedintoDrDlamini

atthecorridorhesmiledatme-thisonehasbeenaskingmeout

butikeptrefusing,he'sjusttooboringforme!helookslikehe'sa

nerdorsomething.

Me:DocDlamini.

"SisterDikana,howareyouthismorning?"heaskedwalking

besidesme.

Me:im fineDoctor,howareyou?

"im good,youlookbeautifulasalways"

ismiled

Me:thank,youlookgoodtoo.ilikeyourshirt"

heblushes,ohmaanisn'thethecutest?igiggled.

'thankyouMissDikana,igottagoI'llseeyou"

Me:okaybye.

hesmiledthenwalkedaway.

.



whentheclockhitsthelunchtimeiwasalreadyfamishedbuti

wasn'tinthemoodtoeatthefoodHlom packedforme,im

cravingPizzamaan!igavethelunchboxtoSisterMenduwhom

im workingwiththenigrabbedmybagandrequestedanUberim

goingtobuylunch.onsecondthoughtsidon'twantpizza

anymoreineedsomeribsfrom steers,theUberdroppedmeoff

atSteerssoiheadinsideandorderedmyfoodthenwheniwas

abouttogooutibumpedintoChumaniatthedoor,hewaswith

someladywholookedlikeChulu.helookedatmeandsmiled.

Chumani:MissBrowncookie,longtimenosee!

igiggledashehuggedme.

Me:longtimenoseeindeed.

helaughed.

Chumani:youleftus.

Me:ihadtooyouknow.

Chumani:wemissyoutherespeciallyLuphelo!he'sgoingcrazy

withoutyou.he'snewP.Aisdrivinghim crazy-hewouldbelike"

ifbrowniewashereshewould'veknownthis!you'restupidmaan"

Qombahehakeumkilemosuzothinikengoku.

iburstoutlaughing.

Me:haysuxokamaanChumani!

Chumani:heeeim seriousbonanje!uyagowa.

ilaughed.



Me:mxm .

theladyclearedherthroat,wecompletelyforgottenabouther.

Chumani:heeeitotallyforgottenaboutyoumntasekhaya,

ChumisathisBrownie,browniethisismylittlesisterChumisa.

ismiled.

Me:nicetomeetyouChumisa,youlooklikeLuphelo.

shesmiled,she'scute.

Chumisa:nicetomeetyoutoo"girlofhisdreams"

ifrowned.

Me:girlofhisdreams?

shegiggled.

Chumisa:yeahionceheardmybrotherLupheloscreamingyour

nameinhisdreams!

Chumaniburstoutlaughing.

Chumisa:unolwiniChumisa!

Chumisa:haskawethu,canyoujoinus?

Me;yeahsure,im onalunchbreakkakade.

wefoundatableandsatdown.

Me:whereisLuphelokakade,he'sscarce.

Chumani:hewenttoDurbanforabusinesstrip



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT41.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

aftertheamazinglunchwiththestatusiblingsiwentbackto

work,they'resuchfunpeopletobearoundwith!they'revibey

maan-suchgreatcompanyeventhoughthey'remakingfunof

theirbrotherChulu.lowodidn'ttellmethathe'sgoingtoa

businesstrip!ithoughthe'saroundbuthe'savoidingmebutno

he'snotevenhere.theydidn'ttellmewhenhe'scomingbackand

ialsodidn'task.myphoneringsdisturbingmefrom mythoughts

,itsAyabongaianswered.

Me:Bonga?

Bonga:heyBrownz,areyougood?

Me:yes,wena?

Bonga:im perfectlyfine!canwemeetafterwork?

isighed,im alreadythinkingofmywarm bed.

Bonga:pleaseimissspendingtimewithyou.

Me:okaythen,where?



Bonga:howaboutsloppysam ?ilovetheirpasta.

Me:okaythen.

Bonga:sure.

ihungup..

iwon'tsaynotofreefoodbutithoughtafterworkitsmeandmy

warm bedbutthen..isnappedoutofmythoughtsandgotback

towork.

.

afterworkBongacametofetchme,itoldHlom thatIwillbeback

laterandshehadnoproblem sowewenttosloppysam .Bonga

andihasbeenspendingalotoftimetogetherthesepastmonths,

hehasn'ttriedanythingstupid.he'sbeenagoodfriendsofar!we

talkaboutlotofthingsandheaskedmeaboutmyrelationship

withChulusoihadtotellhim buthedidn'tjudgemehewasvery

supportive.ineverthoughtthatiwillbefriendswithmyex,not

justanyex!myhighschoolsweetheart.myfirsteverlover;my

virginbreakeryho.anywayswearrivedatsloppysam thenwe

headinsideandtookourseatsthenweordered.

Bonga:sohowwasyourday?

Me:tiringasalwaysyours?

Bonga:itwasgoodnothingmuch.

inodded.

Me:Luthandodidn'tpitchuptoday?



hesighed.

Bonga:noshedidn't,ithinksherealizedthatwhatshewasdoing

wasimmaturethenshegaveup.

inodded.

afterBongabrokeupLuthandosheliterallywentcrazy,she

followedhim everywherehegoesevenatworkandembarrassed

him infrontofthewholeStatucorporatesworkersandowners.

shewascallinghisnamesandcursinghim doingallthatcrazy

stuff.she'sveryobsessedwithhim shecan'tlethim go..

idon'twanttoloveapersonuntilibecamecrazylikethatyho

andizi,butican'tblameheritssohardtoletgoofsomething

whotreatedyourightandacceptedyouasyouarewithouttrying

tochangeyoubesidesthatBongacanboyfriendaperson,he'sa

goodboyfriendandwhenheloveshelovesseriouslysoidon't

Luthandoatallbcsshethinksthatshewillneverfindsomeone

likeBongainherlifeneverbutke..

ourfoodarrivedthenwediggedin,whilsteatingifelteyesonme

ilookedup-Ayabongaisstaringatmelookinglikehe'sdeepin

thought.iclearedmythroathesnappedoutofit.

Bonga:you'resobeautiful.

justlikethat,outoftheblue!ismiled.

Me:thankyou.



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

I'vebeeninthisfuckenbusinesstripforamonthnowandim sick

andtiredtobehere,ijustwannagohomealready.theseold

menarealwayscomplainingallthedamntime!ifiwasn't

respectfullyiwould'vetoldthem wheretofuckoffbutthenican't.

I'm hereindurbanwithMrAzintsikaYekoandhisbrotherin-law

MrOceanFerazthenMrYeko'sdaughterAlumnandaYekowho

hasbeeneyeingmesincewegothere.I'vetriedtoavoidherbut

aka'Avoid.eki!ifherdadwasn'therei'dlongfuckedher!what's

whatshewantsmosbutican'tdothatwithherfatherherebut

sheseemslikeshedoesn'tcareaboutthat.

myP.A,Zithagotinwithfilesinherhand.

Zitha:theboardroom isreallysir.

Me:thankyouZee.

shenoddedandwalkedout,sinceBrownzresignedihadtohirea

newP.Awho'sslowasasnail,im usedtobrowniewhodidthings

chop-chopbutihadtounderstandZithashe'sstillnewtothis

butshe'sgettingthehangofthings.speakingofBrownieinever

gotthechancetospeaktoheraboutmyfeelingsforher,ireally

wanttotalktoherbutim scaredshemightrejectmylovesince

I'vebeenajerktoherandotherthingisaididon'tdolove!ikinda

missherthough,whenim backiwillsurelytalktoherbeforeshe

getsnatchedbysomeoneelse.



isnappedoutofmythoughtsandheadtothemeetingatthe

boardroom .

.

.

.

whenthemeetingwasover,iwentstraighttothehotel,ineeda

hotshowerandmybedim tired.whenigotthereiorderedroom

serviceandheadtotheshower!aftershoweringiheadbackto

thebedroom withatowelwrappedaroundmywaist.igotstartled

byAlunamdaseatedontopofmybedwearingagown.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?andhowdidyougetin?

Alu:hellotoyoutooloverboy.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT42.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

ALUNAMDAYEKO.

ilookedathim asheislookingatmeshocked,he'sshockedto

seemeathishotelroom wearingnothingbutagownonly.ever

sinceisawthisguythefirsttimewearrivedhereicouldn'tstop

thinkingabouthim .hefascinatesme!hehasthatthingican't

explain...hisarroganceturnsmeon.nottoevenmentionhis

handsomefaceandcutesmile...Lord!

ican'thelpbutlookathiswellbuiltbody,theabs,nicehairylegs,

thefeet.maneverythingaboutthisdudeisperfect-he'ssuchan

handsomecreature.heclearedhisthroatafternoticingthatI'm

checkinghim out.

Chulu:iaskedyouaquestion,whatareyoudoinginmyroom ?

ismiled.



Me:yazyouneedtochillloverboy,idon'tbite!I'm heretochill

withyousinceI'm bored.

hechuckledandpinchthebrigdeofhisnose.

Chulu:really?

hesaidwalkingtowardsme,myheartstartedtobeatfast.he

hasthislookican'texplainonhisface!hestandsinfrontofme

andhetakesouthishandtoholdmine.iholdintohishandsto

standup!itsquiteraretofindamanwithsmoothandbeautiful

hands.isweareverythingofthismanisbeautiful.hetakesme

handandledmetothedoor.ifrowned.

Chulu:nexttimechoosepeopletochillwithcarefully,because

im notyourfriend.

hesaidpushingmeoutofthedoorbutiquicklygrabbedhiscock

andmassageditslowly.heexhaledloudly.

Chulu:(whispering)whatareyoudoing?

ismiled.

Me:ssshloverboyandenjoy.

iuppedmypaceonmassaginguntilhiscockcametoplay.he

groanedsoftly.

hegrabbedmeroughlyandpulledmeinsidetheroom then

pinnedmeagainstthewallandattackedmewithamindblowing

kiss...



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

aftertheamazingdinnerihadwithAyabongaattherestaurantwe

drovemehome.wehadamazingtimetogetherliketheoldtimes,

hehasn'tchangedonebit.he'sstillthesame.heparkedthecar2

housesaway.

Aya:ihadamazingtimewithyou,thankyouforhavingdinner

withme.

ismiled.

Me:ihadamazingtimewithyoutoo,thankyouverymuch.

Aya:anythingforyou.

Me:thanksforthelift..Goodnight.

Aya:Sleeptight.

hekissedmycheektheniheadout.hehootedthendroveaway.i

getinsidethehouseandfoundeveryonewatchingTV.

Me:Goodevening.

theygreetedback.isatnexttoAndilewhowasfocusedonhis

phone.

Hlom :howwasthedate?

Me:itwasnotadateHlom ,itwasjustfriendshavingdinner?

Hlom :Dinnerwithyourex?andnothinghappened?we'llsee.

Me:bhut'Sandipleasetellyourwifetomindherownbusiness.



bhut'Sandi:ha.aBrowniepleaseleavemynameoutofthistu.

Me:wow!

helaughed.

Me:iwillgoandChange.

Hlom :okay.

iheadupstairsandchangemyuniform tomypyjamasand

sleepersthenheadbackdownstairs.

whenigotthereHlom wasnotthere.

Me:where'sHlom ?

bhut'Sandi:shewenttosleep.

inodded.

Me:iwasthinking.

bhut'Sandi:okay?

Me:iwasthinkingofdoingababyshowerforHlom.

bhut'Sandi:that'sactuallyagreatidea,doeverythingiwillpay.

Me:okay.

wecontinuedtowatchtvuntilwewenttosleep.

•••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

thenextmorningiwokeupwithAlustarringme,thisiskinda

creepyifyouaskme.idon'tknowwassupwiththisgirlreally-

shehasitbadformebutunfortunatelyI'm notthere.shelooks

likeshe'sdeepinthoughtsbecauseshedoesn'tnoticethatim

awake.islightlyslappedhercheekshejumpedinfright.

Alu:jeezyouscared.

Me:youhavetogonowbeforeanyoneseesyoucomingoutof

myroom .

sherolledhereyes.

Alu:GoodmorningtoyoutooMrStatu,isleepverywellafterthat

amazingsexwehad.

ichuckled.

Me:Aluyouhavetogo.

shesmiled.

Alu:weshoulddothisagain.

Me:no!whathappenedmeantnothing.itwasjustsex.

shefrowned.

Alu:butithought-

Me:youthoughtwrong.

shegroanedandcoveredherselfwiththeblanket.



Me:Alu,Phuma.

Silence.

Me:ALUNAMDA!!

shejumped.

Alu:okayfine.

shequicklyworeherclothesandranout.

sigh

igotoffthebedandmadeitthenheadtothebathroom iwashed

myfaceandbrushedmyteethandtookashowerandworemy

clothes.iorderedroom serviceandate.

.

.

.

"here"isaidgivingherthepills.

Alu:what'sthis?

Me:Morningafterpills,ican'triskit.

sherolledhereyes.

Alu:youthinkI'm goingtotrapyouwithababy,I'm onainjection

.



Me:ican'triskit,sela.

shethrowsthepillinhermouthanddowneditwithwater.

Me:sharp.

itookmythingsandheadoutoftheboardroom ..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

FEW DAYSLATER.

"Hlom ,im goingtothesaloontodomyhair"

Hlom :okaybye.

sheyelledfrom thebathroom ,itookmybagandphonethen

headtothetaxirank.sinceI'm workinganightshifttodayi

thoughtishouldmeetupwithStaceysincewe'regoingtoplan

thebabyshowertogether.wearegoingtomeetatSloppySam ,

thetaxidroppedmeofftheretheniheadinside-isawhersitting

atthecornertablesoiwenttoher.shesawmeapproachingand

stoodupthenwehugged.

Me:heybabe,you'rebeautifulman.

shesmiled,she'sreallybeautifulandshe'sglowing.im gladthat

Philaistreatinghergood.



Stacey:thankyoug,you'rebeautifultoo.

wesatdown.

Me:Thanks,itsbeenawhile.

Stacey:itsbeenawhileindeed,sohow'sthenewjob?

shesaidaswepagedthroughthemenu.

Me:Workisfine,ienjoyworkingthere.how'sthestatu

corporateswithoutme?

Stacey:superboringimissyouthere,andthatZithagirlwhogot

yourjobisverybitchyanduptight.

igiggled.

Me:haymanStace,im sureshe'snotthatbad.

Stacey:yeahright,let'sorder.

Me:Waiter!

thewaitercameandtookourordersthenwalkedaway.

Stacey:soyouwannathrowababyshowerforyoursister?

Me:yes,idon'tknowmuchaboutplanningsoineedyourhelp

sinceyouhelpedmewithAyabonga'swelcomingparty.

shenodded.

Stacey:okay,what'sthebudget.

Me:R50000.

Stacey:alright,soarewegoingtofindavenueorwe'redoingit



atyourhouse?

Me:im thinkingofdoingathome.

Stacey:okayitsmucheasy.

inodded,thewaitercamebackwithourfoodthenwediggedin.

Stacey:sowhat'sgoingonbetweenAyabongaandyou?

ismiled.

Me:nothingwhy?

Stacey:yousaynothingbutyou'resmilinglikethatmnk!anyways

ioverheadhim talkingwiththeGentssayingthathelovesyouand

hewannabewithyouagain.

isighed.

Me:ithinkim inlovewithhim onceagain,allthosefeelingsi

thoughtiburiedwhenheleftcamebackagainthemomentisaw

him .

Stacey:whataboutMrsexyprick?youguyshavesomeamazing

chemistryman.youwouldmakeacutecouple.

Me:Stace,Chuluandican'tbetogether.hehassomeissueshe

hastodealwithbeforehegetsintoaseriousrelationship.

becauseifhegetintoarelationshipwithmeiwantaserious

thingthatwouldresulttomarriage-there'snotimetoplaynow

andChuluisnotreadyforthatifhestillhavethose"fuckboy"

tendenciesofhis.

shenodded.



Stacey:iunderstandbutcan'tyouhelphim andtrytofixthese

issues?.

isighed.

Me:itriedStace,believemeididbutChuluisverystubbornand

hehasapridefordays!ifhedoesn'twannagethelpican'tforce

him butihavefeelingsforhim eitherwaythatihopetheywill

vanishedbecauseiseriouslycan'tlove2guysatthesametime.

therehastobeaonethatideletesanaasoze.

shelaughed.

Stacey:you'restuckupinalovetriangleoffriends.

welaughed.

Me:don'tevensayit.

afterthelunchihadwithstaceihadbackhometogetreadyfor

work.sinceicamebackalittlebitlatefrom thelunchionlyhad

anhourtogetreadysoImadethingsididn'teveneat.thankGod

thatHlom madealunchboxforme!suchasweetheartthisone.i

finishedandworemyclothes.afterim donewitheverythingiran

downstairsandtookmythingsthenkissedHlom'scheekthenget

intoAndile'scarsincehewasgoingtodropmeoffatwork..

•••



AYABONGAPETER.

spendinglotoftimewithHlombethesemonthsmademefall

deeperinlovewithherthaniwasatfirst,we'vebeenspendinglot

oftimeandimustsayireallydoenjoyhercompanyandiwantto

makehermineyouknow-butim afraidthatshewillrejectme

sinceileftherinthepastbutihadnochoicebuttoleavebecause

iwasstillachildmyselfthatneededhisparentsbutinever

forgottenabouthernomatterhowmuchitried.shewillalways

bemysweetheartandiwilldowhateverittakestowinherback.

iknowherinvolvementwithChuluwithcauseadriftbetweenme

andhim buthewillgetoverit.ilovethiswomanrighthereandi

willdowhateverittakestowinheroveragain-Kungawodidtell

methatChuluisinlovewithBrownzqhahe'sindenial.iwinher

overmnawhilehe'sstillindenialijusthopemaybehewon't

causeproblem toourrelationshipyouknow.

soiplannedtotellHlombehowifeelabouthertomorrow,im

takingheronadate,ijustpraythatshewillagreetobemine.

Hlombecanbeverystubbornwhenshewants.soitookoutmy

phoneandcalledher,sheanswered.

Hlombe:heyBonga.

ismiled.



Me:hiHlombe,howareyou?

Hlombe:I'm finethanks,howareyou?

Me:im good,umhHlombe?

Hlombe:yes?

Me:canitakeyououttomorrow?

Hlombe:asadate?

Me:yes.

shewentquite.

Hlombe:okay,whattime?

Me:great,I'llpickyouupat7pm .

Hlombe:okay.

Me:bye.

shehungup..

yaasssss,nowijustpraysheagrees.

tobecontinued...
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

duringlunchtimeireceivedacallfrom Ayabongaaskingmetogo

outonadatewithhim andiagreedsinceIwantedtogoout.so

afterworkDrDlaminigavemealifthome-igotthereandtooka

showerandworemyclotheswhileiwasstilltyingmyhair;Hlom

cameintomyroom andsatonthebed.

Hlom :youlookgood,uyaphi?

ismiled.

Me:im goingonadatewithBonga.

shesmiled.

Hlom :whenareyouguysgettingbacktogether?becauseyou

completementeachother.

igiggled.

Me:idon'tknow,hehasn'tsaidanythingaboutusgettingback

togetherso..



shenodded.

Hlom :isee.

ifinishedtyingmyhairandpuffedacolognethenappliedlipgloss.

iwasgoodtogo.

Me:gottagonow,seeyoulater.

ikissedhercheekthenheadout,BongawasalreadyhereParked

hiscar2housesfrom mineiwenttohiscar-hegotoutofthecar

ashesawmecoming.

Me:hey.

isaidasIgavehim ahug.

Bonga:hi,youlookbeautiful.

ismiled.

Me:thanks.

hesmiledandopenedthecardoorformeigotinsideandclosed

thedoor.hewenttohissideandgotinthendroveoff.thedrive

totherestaurantwascompletesilencejustmusicplaying.

wearrivedatsomerestaurantidon'tknowit,it'smyfirsttime

cominghere.

Me:ithoughtwe'regoingtosloppysam .

Bonga:iwantedtotrysomenewplace...Butifyoudon'tlikeit

wecangotosloppysam .



Me:noitsokay.

henodded.

wegotoutthecarandheadtotherestaurant.wegotinsideand

foundatabletositthenwesatdown.

Bonga:sohowareyou?

Me:I'm goodthanks,howareyou?

Bonga:im fine,how'swork?

Me:workisfinebuttiring.

henodded.

Bonga:let'sorder.

hecalledawaiterthentookourorderandwalkaway.helooked

atmesmiling.

Bonga:you'rebeautifulHlombe.

iblushed.

Me:enkosi,youlookgoodtoo.

hechuckled.

Bonga:doyourememberthefirstdaywemeet?

igiggled.

Me:ohmyGod,don'tevenremindme!



helaughed.

Bonga:iliterallyfellinlovewithyourclumsyselfthatday.

igiggledhidingmyfacewithmyhands.

Me:ididn'tmeantobumpintoyouthatday.

Bonga:butthenI'm gladyoudid...becauseiwouldn'thave

noticedyouandwewouldn'tbeheretoday.

ismiled.

Me:I'm gladibumpedintoyouthen.

hesmiled.

thewaitercamebackwithourfoodanddrinksthenwedigged.

weateinsilencewithhim stealingglancesatmethenmyphone

rings-itookitoutofmybagandcheckedit,itsChulumanco!he

doesn'thaveatimingisighedandswitchedoffmyphone.

Bonga:iseverythingokay?

ismiled.

Me:yeseverythingisgood.

henodded.

wewerenowfinishedeating,justhavingwine!chattingand

laughingathisnotsotruejokes.EdSheeran-Perfectwasplaying

inhisphone.

Bonga:Hlombekazi?



ilookedathim ,helookedseriousandnervousatthesametime.

Me:mh?

heturnedhisbodyandfacedmethenheldmyhandslooking

straightintomyeyes.

Bonga:doyourememberwhatIsaidwhenifeltforJoburg?

isighedandnodded.

Bonga:whatdidisay?

Me:yousaidthatonedayyou'llcomebackforme,youdon'tcare

whetherimovedonorwhatI'm foreveryours.ourfateiswritten

inthestarsandyouwillforeverloveme.

hesmiledatme.

Bonga:doyoustillbelievethat?thatweweremeantforeach

other?thatI'llforeverloveyou?

inodded.

Bonga:wordsHlombe.

Me:yesistillbelievethat.

Bonga:I'm herenow,ifullfilledthatpromise.im heretolovelike

youdeserve!I'm heresothatwecancontinuewhereweleftoff.

I'm heretoloveyouagainonlyifyouletme.

hesighed.

Bonga:ndakthandamamqoma,ireallydomababy.ijustwanna

makeyoumineagain,seriouslythistimeonlyifyouletmeand



youstillfeelthesamewayaboutme.

iblinkedawaythetearsthatwerethreathingtocomeout.

Me:Ayabonga,you'remyfirstineverything-myfirstlove,you

tookmyfirstkiss,you'remyvirginbreaker.thefirstmanwho

brokemyheart,thefirstmanwhoshowedmehowtoloveandto

lovemyself.thenhowam igoingtoforgotsomeonelikethat?

howcaniunlovesomeonelikethat?yesyouleftmenotbecause

youhadachoiceandiwasmadatyoubutineverstoppedloving

you....sotoansweryourquestionBonga;yesiloveyoutooand

I'dliketobeyoursagain.

inablinkofaneyehepickedmeupandspunmearound,making

metogiggled.heputmedownandgavemeamindblowingkiss

thatleftmepanting.

Bonga:thankyousomuchmamqoma,you'lldefinitelynotregret

this.

Me:ihopeso.

hehuggedmetightandkissedmyforehead...

choosingwheremyhappinessisisn'tabadidea,I'm putting

myselffirst-myhappinesscomesfirst.ijusthopeiwon'tregret

this,iloveAyabongaandI'm happywithhim .

••••



AYABONGAPETER.

havingthewomanyouloveinyourarmsisoneoftheBeautiful

andamazingfeelingssomeonecouldeverhave.havingthelove

ofyourlifenexttoyouisbliss-walkingupnexttoheris....idon't

knowman!tobehonestim atmyhappiest,whereideservetobe

withmybabyyouknow.

aftertheamazingnightwehadyesterdaywecametomyhouse

sinceitwasalreadylateforuMamqomaandshecouldn'tgo

homebutshecalledhersisterandletherknowthatshe'swithme

.wespentthewholenighttalkingandlaughingwhiledrinking

wine.wesleptaround3am inthemorningresultingtomymadam

stillsleepingatthistime.Luckilyidon'thaveanyhangoversoi

wokeupandfreshenupthenmadebreakfastformyladyinbed.i

madesomeEnglishbreakfastandsomejuicethenheadupstairs

again,shewasstillsleepinglookingallsortsofBeautifulwithher

braidsalloverherface.iputthetrayonthepedestalthenigot

intothebedandkissedherlips,shemoanedsoftlyandflickerher

lashes.

Me:wakeupbaby.

shereleasedasoftgroanandrubbedhereyeswhilesittingup.

Hlombe:Goodmorning.

shesaidsmilingwithhereyesclosed.

Me:Morninglove,imadeyousomebreakfast.



sheslowlyopenedhereyesandlookedatmethenthefood.

Hlombe:icouldgetusedtothis,thankyoubaby.

Me:goandwashyourfaceandhandsandcomebacktoeat.

shenoddedandgetoffthebed,shecamebackawhileandget

undercoversthentookthetrayawayfrom meandate.

Hlombe:thisisdeliciousbaby.

ismiled.

Me:thankedyou.

ikissedherlipsthenherphonerang,shelookedatitwithafrown.

Me:who'sthat?

Hlombe:Chulumanco.

isighed.

Me:answerhim ..

tobecontinued..



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT45.

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

I'vebeentryingtocallbrowniesinceyesterdaynight,butshe's

notansweringmycalls-herphonerangunanswereduntilitwent

straighttovoicemail.nowim certainlysurethatshe'savoiding

me,forwhat?idon'tknow.ijustmissheryouknow-iwantedto

hearhervoicebeforeiwenttosleepbutshe'snotansweringher

phoneandidon'tknowwhatidid.ithoughtsheforgavemefor

whatididthelasttime,ithoughtwheniwenttoherhouseshe

eventuallyforgavemebutiguessiwaswrong....ithoughtwrong.

Sigh

ijusthopewhenigetbacktoCapetownitwon'tbelate,ijust

hopeshestillhavethosefeelingsshehadforme!shecan'tmake

mefallinlovewithherthenmoveonwithanotherman,shecan't

dothat.

I'm evensickandtiredofthisbusinesstripijustwannagohome,

butistillhaveanother2weekshere.butican'tgowithout

finalisingthedeal,itwillbringlotofmoneyonStatucorporates

soican'tmessitup.



thedooropens,Alugotinwearingalongtrenchcoat.iknow

she'swearingnothingunderthatcoat,ifitwasanotherdayI'd

jumponherandfuckherhardbuttodayI'm notinthemood-

Brownieisavoidingmeican'tthinkstraight.

Me:whatareyoudoinghereAlunamda?

shefrownedandwalkedtowardsme.

Alu:whatdoyoumean?

Me:imeanexactlythat.

Alu:oh,someoneisinabadmood.

shesaidputtingherhandsonmyshouldersbutiyankedthem off.

Me:nottoday,I'm notinthemood.

Alu:really?

shedroppedthecoatonherfeet,herwholebodywasondisplay

butihadnoreaction,ijustlayedthereinbed.

Me:afteryou'redonedoingwhateveryou'redoing,pleaseclose

thedoorbehindyou.

Alu:areyourejectingme?

Me:aluI'm notinthemood,pleasegetout.

Alu:ButChululisten..

Me:GETOUT!



isnapped,shequicklyworehercoatandhurriedout.isighed

rubbingmyfacefrustrated.

Me:Brownieanswerthedamnphone!!

.

.

.

imust'vefallenasleepbecauseim wokenupbymyphoneringing,

itsmymom -ianswered.

Me:Mama.

Mom :Molobaby,howareyou.?

Me:I'm goodMama,howareyou?how'severyoneathome?

Mom :we'regoodson,whenareyoucomingback?

isighed.

Me:istillhave2weeksleft.

Mom :ohokay,buyamanwemissyouhaybo.

ichuckled.

Me:imissyoutooguys,where'sChumaniandChumisa?

Mom :hyoabo,theywentout.

Me:okay,we'lltalkagainsomeothertimeMa.



Mom :okay,byebyemntanam.

Me:byeMa,iloveyou.

Mom :iloveyoutooson.

ihungup..

igotoffthebedthenmademywaytothebathroom iwashedmy

faceandbrushedmyteeththenheadbacktothebedroom .itook

myphoneandgotbusywithit-inoticedthatihad2missedcalls

from Brownie,isighedbeforedialingshernumber.sheanswered

onasecondring.

Brownie:Chulumanco?

oooo-kay,shecallsmebymyfullnamewhenididsomething

wrongtoherorshe'sangryatme.

Me:haybowhathappenedtoLuphelo?

Brownie:isn'tChulumancoyourname?

Me:yesitisbut..

Brownie:thenitssortedmos,there'snothingwrongwithme

callingyoubyyourfirstname.

Alright,didshewakeupinthewrongsideofthebed?isighed.

Me:Browniedididosomethingwrong?

Brownie:nowhy?

Me:thenwhyareyoucoldtowardsme?you'renotusuallylike

this?



shesighed.

Brownie:heeeeChulumanco!justsaywhateveryouwantedto

say,you'rewastingmytime.

Wow.

Me:nevermind...Forgetthaticalled.

Brownie:sure.

shehungup...

Wow,andthen?definitelynotmybrownie!shewouldn'tbethis

coldtome,forwhatidon'tknow.iorderedroom servicethen

thenputmyphoneaway.

•••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

"thisisgood,ilikeit"

Stacey:im gladyoulikeit,ihopeHlomlawilllikeittoo.

Me:definitely,yellowandwhiteareHlomla'sfavouritecolours.

Stacey:nowthatthethemeissorted,you'llgotothebakeryand

orderthecake.

inodded.



Stacey:theniwillcheckthecatery.

Me:okaythatsoundlikeaplan.

wewereatsloppysam ,StaceyandiplanningHlomla'sbaby

shower.sincewedon'tknowthegenderyetwedecidedtouse

yellowandwhiteasathemrsincethey'reneutralcolors.ileft

Ayabonga'shousearound11am inthemorningandwentback

hometosleepsincewedidn'treallysleepyesterday.wewere

talkingthewholenight-wesleptaround3am inthemorning.

Stacey:youlookhappy,wassup?

ismiled.

Me:guesswhat?

Stacey:what?

Me:guesskalokuStacey!

Stacey:youwonlottomaybe?

irolledmyeyes.

Me:Ayabongaandiaredating.

isaidclappingmyhandshappily,shehalfscreamedsincewe

wereintherestaurant.

Stace:Omg!BrownzI'm happyforyoumyfriend.

igiggled.

Me:I'm happytoo.



shelaughed.

Stacey:youcan'tevenhideit....butwait,whataboutsexyprick?

Iwould'velovetoseeyouguystogetherbutthenI'm happyfor

youeitherway.

isighed.

Me:Chuluwilllivewethu,he'sangrownassman.he'llbefine.

shenodded.

Stacey:anywaysweneedabottleofwinetocelebratethese

newsyouknow

Me:nowyou'retalkingmylanguage.

welaughedthenStacecalledawaitertotakemyourorders..

•••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

iwasstillindoorswatchingsomemoviesonmylaptopdrinking

beer,iwastotallyboredtobehonestbutididn'twanttogooutof

sleepalsoididn'tknowwhattodosoijustwatchedmovies.

ikeptthinkingaboutmycallwithBrownieEarlieron,I'm tryingso

hardtofindareasonthatmadebrownietobelikethatonmebuti

findnone-notevenasmallestclue.Imeanifshewasmadatme

she'dsaidso.Brownzissomeonewhohidesheremotionsifyou

didsomethingwrongtohershetellsyouimmediatelybutnowi

don'tknowwhathappened.

whileiwasstillwatchingthemoviesireceivedacallfrom

Kungawo,itsbeenawhilesinceilasttalkedtomyniggai

answered.

Me:bawo.

Kungawo:awe,uright?

Me:yeahI'm goodbawowena?

Kungawo:im goodQhaicalledbearingbadnewsforwena.

ifrowned.

Me:badnews?badnewszanton?

hechuckled.



Kungawo:youwon'tbelievethis.

Me:heeekhathethebawo!

Kungawo:BrownieisdatingAyabonga.

myheartsankathiswords..

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT46.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Kungawo:hehakeinobaawusivaisxhosa,uBrownieno

AyabongabayajolaLuphelo!(maybeyoudon'tunderstandXhosa,

BrownieandAyabongaaredating)

Me:hayptsek!iheardyou....Butidon'tunderstandman,when

theydidtheystartdating?

hechuckled.

Kungawo:ithinkyesterday.

Me:wow!howcanbrowniedothistome?

Kungawo:haybawo!whatdoyoumean"howcouldshedothis

toyou"?LuphelodoyouthinkBrowniewasgoingtowaitforyou

whilewenayou'resleepingaroundnotgettingyourshittogether?

LuphelodoyourememberthatyoutoldBrownietoleaveyou

alone?thatyoudon'tneedtheirhelp?nowshefoundsomeone



elseandyou'reasking"whywouldshedothistoyou?"hay

subhanxekabawo.

isighed,blinkingawaymytears.

Me:don'tideserveHappinesssomehowKungawo?

hesighed.

Kungawo:everythingdeservehappinessLuphelo,alsoyoudoes.

butmaybeyourhappinesswasnotwithBrowniebutsomeone

else,ifyouandbrownieweremeanttobetogether-youwillbe

togetherbutnotnow.justleavehertoenjoyherrelationshipwith

Ayabongaokay.

isighed.

Me:ndakuvabawo.

Kungawo:justdon'tanything,stayawayfrom Brownieokay?

don'trunafterhermyekelikethatandfocusongettingyourshit

together.whoknowsmaybeyoumightmeetyoursoulmatealong

theway.

Me:thanksforlettingmeknow,gottago.

Kungawo:sharpbawo.

ihungup..

sothat'swhyBrowniewaslikethattomeinthemorning,butwhy

wassherude?it'snotlikeiwasaskingheroutorsomething.

Sigh

maybekungawoisrightishouldjustletbrowniebeandfocuson



myselfyouknow,maybejustmaybeinthefuturewe'llbe

togetherbutnotnow..

idon'twannafollowheraroundlikeim somepyschoexor

whatever.letmejuststopthinkingaboutthisitjustpainsme.

itookoutmyphoneandcalledMonica,imissmydaughteryou

know.sheanswered.

Monica:loverboy.

Me:Monica,canyougiveYanathephone?

Monica:she'snothere,Chumisacametogether.

Me:okaysharp.

Monica:Chuluwait...

Me:what?

Monica:iheardaboutBrowniedatinganotherguy,howdoyou

feel?

Me:im excited.(Sarcasm)

Monica:Chulu..

Me:byeMonica.

ihungup..

jeezMonicacanbeveryforwardattimeshyo.howdidsheever

knowaboutBrownie'srelationshipkhona?anywaysicalled

Chumisa.

Chumisa:bigbrother!(screaming)



ilaughed.

Me:thixo'nofefe!whyareyoumakingnoise?(JesusChrist)

shegiggled.

Chumisa:imissedyouhawu!

Me:imissedyoutoolittleone,where'smydaughter?

Chumisa:she'sherenexttome.

Me:giveherthephone.

Chumisa:kodwabhuti..

Me:hayChumisa.giveYanathephone.

ihearmyshufflingthenmydaughter'svoicecame.

"Daddy!!"...

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

Hlomla'sbabyshowerpreparationsaregoingwell,everythingis

goingaccordingtoplanandthat'smakesmehappy.Staceydoes

alltheworkingsinceshe'sgoodwiththismnaijustdowhatshe

tellmetodo.anywaystodayI'm goingtothebakerytoorderthe

cake.

HlomladidaskwhereiwasgoingbutIhadtolietohereven



thoughshecried,pregnantwomannkosyam butherhusband

sortherout.myphoneringswheniwasabouttocallStaceyso

thatherandPhilacancomeandgetme,itsAyabongaianswered.

Me:babyboo.

Bonga:heymababy,howareyou?

Me:I'm goodbaby,howareyou?

Bonga:im goodtoo,whatareyoudoingthere?

Me:I'm onmywaytothebakeryrightnow,toorderHlomla's

cake.

Bonga:ohokay,caniseeyoulater?

Me:yeahsure.

Bonga:okay,iloveyouneh?

Me:iloveyoutoo...Ncwaah

ihungup...

itookmythingsthenibidGoodbyestobhut'Sanditheniheadout.

Phila'scarwasalreadyparkedinfrontofthegatesoiopenedthe

doorandgotinside.

Me:Molweni.

Stacey&Phila:love/Browncookie.

Phila:Wheretofrom here?



Me:Noma'sbakery.

henoddedthenweheadthere.itookoutmyphoneandgotbusy

withitreplyingmymessagesonWhatsApp.icameacross

Chulu'sstatus.heuploadedapictureofhim andhisdaughter

sleepinginbed,imissedthenshame!ihaven'tcalledChuluagain

sinceiwasrudetohim butanyways.

PhilaandStaceydroppedmeinfrontofNoma'sbakerytheni

headinside,whenigotinsideisawChulu'sMother.shewas

withtheotherwomantalking-shedidn'tseemesoihead

straighttothecountertoorderthecake.

.

lateroniwenttoBonga'shousesincehewantedtoseeme,

wheniarrivedtherehewaswithKungawoandPhila.theywere

watchingsoccerandhavingbeers.

Me:Molweni.

theygreetedback.

Me:I'llbeinthebedroom baby.

Bonga:okay.

hekissedmylipstheniwentupstairs...

tobecontinued....



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT47.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

FEW DAYSLATER.

ladiesandGentlementodayitsHlomla'sbabyshower!I'm so

excitedit'slikeit'smyownbabyshoweryouknow.everythingis

setandBeautiful-Staceydidherthinghersanaitssobeautiful.

hlom istotallygoingtolosehermind.wealsofoundoutthe

Genderofthebaby,they'rehavingaboyimagine.itsgoodthat

wechoosetouseyellowandwhitethemebecausetheyareboth

greatcoloursforbothgenders.Staceyandihavebeenthinking

ofaplanhowwe'regoingtogetHlom outofthehousesincemy

bigsisterislazytogoout,sheliterallyspendsherdayinbedall

daylongiwon'tcopeyho.

Stacey:wemustcomeupwithaplanBrowniebeforepeopleget

here.

isighed.



Me:Hlomlaissostubbornnaweman!maybeishouldtellher

husbandtobringherhereyouknow.

Stacey:yeahdothat.

itookoutmyphoneandcalledbhut'Sandi,heanswered.

bhut'Sandi:HlombekaziRoyaltyDikana?

Me:yho.

helaughed.

bhut'Sandi:what?it'syournamesmos?

igiggled.

Me:haymanbhut'Sandi,ineedyourhelphere.

bhut'Sandi:withwhat?

isighed.

Me:ineedyoutobringyourstubbornwifetothehotel.

bhut'Sandi:butBrownieuyamaz..

Me:pleasebhuti.

hesighed.

bhut'Sandi:Okayfine.

ismiled.

Me:thankyou,you'resuchagodsend.

bhut'Sandi:yeahright,bye.



hehungup..

Me:heagreedStacey!

Stacey:Good,nowgoandtakeashower.

Me:okay.

iwenttotakeashoweronthehotelroom thenworemyclothes

anddomakeupandeverythingelsethenheaddowntoeveryone.

wedecidedtomakethebabyshowerinthehotelsincewewere

goingtodoafterpartyathome,sotheguysarebusywiththe

partyandsomethingsathomewhilethinkswe'rebusywiththe

babyshower.

Stacey:lookatyou!youlookgorgeousmylove.

igiggled.

Me:ohplease....haveyouseenyourself?

shesmiled.

Stacey:thankyoulove,let'sgototheothers.

weheadtotheotherladies,evenChumisawashereinvitedher

sinceshe'sabunchoffreshairyouknowandalsoisheresowhy

not?...

afterawhileireceivedaphonecallfrom bhut'Sandisayingthat

they'reatthereceptionsowehide,waitingforthem comehere.



afterawhilewehearHlom talking.

Hlom :whatam idoingheremqocwa?

bhut'Sandi:it'sasupricemamqoma.

thenwehearthedooropeningthen..

"SUPRICE"

thelookonHlomla'sfaceiswhatwewantedaxactly,she's

dumbfounded-shedoesn'tknowwhattodoorsay.tearswelled

upinhereyes.

Hlom :(teary)guys!!youdidthisforme?

inodded,shejustburstintotearsiwenttohugher.

theothersjustsaid"nchoo"andwealllaughed.

Stacey:okayguys,enoughwiththetears,letthepartybegin!

Us:yaaaaaas!...

.

.

.

.



theladiesandidecidedtojointheguystothepartyafterour

amazingbabyshower,Hlom receivedalotofgivesandbaby

things,theladieswereveryniceandaccommodatingspecially

Kungawo'swifewhojustgavebirthlastmonth.suchabeautiful

womanwithabeautifulheartninanieitherwayeverythingwas

great.soStaceycalledPhilasothathecancomeandgetus

sincetheotherguyswerebusywithsomethings.soPhilaarrived

andwegotinsidethecarandheadstraighthome.

whenwearrivedathome,theGentswerebraaingoutsidewhile

themusicisplaying,Summeryomuthibyblaqdiamond.wegot

offthecarandweheadinsidetheyard.theguyswhistledand

cheeredwhentheysawuslookslikethey'realreadydrunksana.

Bongametmehalfwayandgavemeahugandakiss.

Bonga:sthandwasam.

helookstipsyandhiseyesaresmallandred,suchasexyman.

Me:hibaby.

Bonga:didyouguysenjoyedyourselvesthere?

Me:yeahwedid.

henoddedandkissedmylips.

Bonga:let'sgototheothers.

weheadtotheothers,sinceididn'thaveaplacetosit,isaton

topofBongawhowrappedhisarmsaroundnotwaist.



whentheclockhits7pm intheevening,theguyswerenolonger

tipsynowtheywerekakdrunk,theyweremakingnoiseandall

that.thegirlsandiwereinmybedroom havingwineandmeat

whilechattinggettingtoknoweachotherandallthatstuffyou

know...

Thatsong"Amacala"wasplaying,suddenlytheGentsmakes

morenoiseandtheisacarthatisflickeringthelights.Chumisa

wenttocheckandcomebacksmiling.

Me:andthen?

Chumisa:mybrotherishere,hedidn'ttellushewascoming!

ifrowned.

Me:Lupheloishere?

shenodded.myheartstartstobeatfastforsomereasonidon't

know.

Hlom :let'sgoandcheck.

westoodupandwalkedout,whenwegetoutwesawChulu

dancingwhileholdingaremyMartinbottle,hewastotallykilling

thatpart"awuyeyeuyeye"andtheGentswerecheeringhim up.

hecandanceshame!ididn'tknow...

thesongstoppedandtheguysgreetedhim whilehuggingandfist

bumpingwithhim .hiseyeslookedaroundandlandedonme,he

justgavemeasmallsmileandfocusedontheGentsagain.

••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ididn'ttellanyonethatiwascomingback,phofuevenididn't

knowthatwewerecomingback.MrYekojustannouncedoutof

thebluethatwe'regoinghome-iwashappytobehonest

becauseiwastotallytiredofbeingincapeTownimissedhome.

Chumanitoldmeaboutthebabyshowerandthepartythatwas

happeningatBrownie'splacesoidecidedtosupricethem there

bycomingeventhoughtheydidn'texpectmetheywerehappyto

seemebesidesbrowniewholookedlikeshejustswallowedahot

potato,shelookednervousforsomereasontoseeme.

wewerestilldrinkingandchattingwhenifelttheurguetousethe

bathroom ,Hlomlashowedmewhereitissoihurriedthere.idid

mybusinessandwashedmyhandsthenappliedmyhandcream -

igotstartledwheniseeBrownieonthedoor.

Me:sorryItooklong,youcangoin.

shesmiled.

Brownie:im nothereforthetoilet,iwantedtospeaktoyou.

Me:ohw

Brownz:yeahiwantedtoapologiseforbeingrudetoyouthe

otherday,I'm sorry.



shelookedverynervousforsomereason.ichuckled.

Me:it'swaterunderthebridge.

shenodded.

Brownz:thanks.

Me:isanythingelse.

sheshookherhead.

Me:okaythen,itwasniceseeingyou-youlookbeautiful.

shesmiled.

Brownz:thankyou.

Me:sho.

iwalkedaway.

Tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT48.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

Wow!,isaidtoheartafterChuluwalkedawayfrom me.ididn't

expectthisbehavioronhim...yesiknewhewouldforgivemebut

him beinglikethat?noman.he'schangedsomehowidon'tknow

-itslikeiborehim orsomething.maybeheheardthatI'm dating

Bongathenhedecidedtodistancehimself.iexhaledthenwent

backtotheothersintheparty.

Hlom :wherehaveyoubeen?

ifakedasmile.

Me:bathroom.

shenoddedthengavemeabottleofberniniblushithankedher

andwenttositontopofBonga.

hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaistandkissedmynecki

giggled.

Bonga:areyoustillgood?

Me:yes.

henoddedthenchattedwithhisfriends,Chuluwasjustfocused

onhisphonewhiledrinkinghiswhiskey.



THENEXTMORNING.

Thebabyshower/partywaslit,itwasamazingienjoyedmyself

butiwokeupwithaterribleheadacheandasoresensation

betweenmylegs.Bongaandigotlittlenaughtyyesterdayand

hadsexonhishouse.afterthepartyiwenthomewithhim!islept

overathishouse.wheniopenedmyeyes-I'm metbyBonga's

eyeslookingstraighttomewithablankexpression,it'slikehow

ChristianGreylooksatAnastasiaSteel.itskindacreepyifyou

askmeanditlookslikehe'sdeepinthoughts-ipeckedhislips

hesnappedoutofit.

Me:Goodmorning.

Bonga:Morning.

stillthere'snosmileinhisfacelikealways.

Me:iseverythingokay?

Bonga:yeahwhy?

Me:you'resotense.

hesighed.

Bonga:caniaskyousomething?

Me:yeahsure.

isaidsittingupstraight.

Bonga:doyousomehowstillhavefeelingsforChulumanco?



oooo-kay,thatcaughtmeoffguard.ididn'texpectthat.

Me:nowhyareyouasking?

Bonga:nevermind.

withthatsaidhegotoffthebedbuttnakedandheadtothe

bathroom ...

what'sgoingonwithhim ?whyisheaskingaboutChulumancoall

ofthesudden?..

••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

"breakfastisready"

saysMom shakingChumaniandi,igroanedholdingmyhead-i

haveathrobbingheadache.

Me:Mama!

Mom :hayptsek!wakeup.

Me:we'llgetupnow.

Mom :hurry.

shewalkedout,ishookChumaniwhomumbledshitunderhis

breath.

Me:bawovukaman!(browakeup)

Chumani:forwhat?

Me:Mamaiscallingusdownstairs.

Chumani:Mamakhocanbeanuisanceattimejirre!

ichuckledandgotoffthebed,iheadtothebathroom and

washedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth.

Whenthepartywasoveryesterdayididn'tgostraighttomy

house,iheadhometomyparent'shousesincetheydidn'tknow

thatiwasbackandimissedthem soiheadherestraight.

iquicklyworemyGownandsleepersthenheaddownstairs,

ChumisawasplayingmusicwhiledancingwithLiyanaintheliving

room .



Me:heeeeChumisakhacimelonto.(Chumisaturnthatthingoff)

Chumisa:kodwaLuphelo...

Me:hayptsek,hibabygirl.

igreetedLiyana.

Liyana:MorningDaddy.

iwenttoherandpickedherupthenkissedhercheek.

Me:imissedyoudoyouknowthat?

shesmiledandnodded.

Liyana:Imissedyoutoo.

Me:areyouhungry?

sheshookherhead.

Me:okaythen.

iputherdownthenheadtothekitchen,whenigotthere-Mom

anddadweresmootchingeachother!gross.

Me:hayhay!withthechildinthehouse?zimbambeni.

Mom giggled.

Dad:fuckyou!

ichuckledshakingmyheadandsatdown,Mom dishedupforme

andgavememyfood



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT49.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

AYABONGAPETER.

iknowiwaswrongforgivingHlombeacoldshoulderlikethat

butican'thelpit,ican'thelpbutfeelthreatenedbyLuphelo.its

likehe'sgoingtocauseadriftinmyrelationshipwithHlombeand

ican'thavethat...ican'tlosehertoanotherman-myfriendtobe

specific.HlombekazistillhavefeelingsforLupheloeventhough

shedeniesit,icanseerightthroughher.ievensawherstealing

glancesatLupheloatthepartybutIchoosenottosayanything

becauseim notreallyafanofdramayouKnowbutican'thelp

butworry...

iknowhowLuphelocanbesometimes,uyakwaziubaYikaka

yomntuandhecantakeHlombefrom mewheneverhewantsbut

im stillsurprisedhehasn'tdonethatormaybehe'soverHlombe

orsomething.nowihavetoapologisetoHlombeforbeinglike

thatafteranamazingnightwehad,ican'tletmyinsecuritiesget

inthatwayyouknow-eventhoughsheleftwithoutsaying

anythingtome..maybeshestillthinksim stillmadorsomething,

itookoutmyphoneandcalledher.sheansweredonathirdring.



Hlombe:Bonga?

Me:heybaby,didyouarrivesafely?

Hlombe:yesthankyouforasking.

isighed.

Me:im sorryaboutearliermylove,iwastotallyoutofline.

Hlombe:what'sgoingonwithyoukanti?Ayabongawe'reina

relationshiphere...ifyou'renothappyaboutsomethingyoutalkso

thatwecanfixit.Communicateisveryimportantmylovenote

thatnexttime.

Me:Ihearyouandim sorry..

shesighed.

Hlombe:itsfine.

Me:canitakeyououtlater?

Hlombe:canweraincheck?im goingoutwithHlom andStacey

later.

Me:okayiunderstand,Iloveyou.

Hlombe:iloveyoutoo...bye.

Me:bye..

ihungup...

ineedtotalktoLuphelo,ican'tdateinfearorworryingaboutmy

girlfriendbeingsnatchedbyanotherman.ineedtopayhim a

visit.



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

ileftatBonga'shousearound11am inthemorningsinceiwas

boredandimissedmysister,icouldn'tstayinthathousewitha

grumpymanandidon'tevenknowwhathappenedtohim ,he

doesn'twannatellmesoilefthim likethat...

igothomeeveryonewasstillasleepandthehousewassquicky

cleansoimadebreakfastforeveryonewhileplayingsomemusic

onmyphone.

"Goodmorning"

saysHlom behindmeandkissedmycheek,ismiledather.

Me:morningbabymomma,howdidyousleep?

Hlom :isleptwellwena?

Me:verygood.

shechuckled.

Hlom :iknowthatsmilesodon'tgetintodetails.

igiggled,shesatdownonthebarstoolthenidishedupforus

andleftsomeforAndileandbhut'Sandi.

Me:I'm thinkingoftakingyououttodaywithStacey.

shesquelinexcitement.

Hlom :really?upeyile?



ilaughed.

Me:noman!I'llusemysavings.

shenodded.

Hlom :okayndigqibelakdalautyamaliyakho.

Me:mxm .

shelaughed.

aftereatingbreakfastitextedStaceytellingherthatwe'regoing

outandshewillmeetusatsloppysam .soitookashowerand

woremyclothesthentiedmybraids,iappliedalittlebitofMake-

upandiwasgoodtogo-whenigotdownstairsHlom isreadytoo

andshelookedbeautiful,thepregnancysuitsher..

Me:youcuteman.

shesmiled.

Hlom :thankyoubabysis,youlookgorgeous.

Me:thankyou,let'sgo.

shetookhercarkeysthenwedroveofftosloppysam .

whenwegotthere,Staceywasalreadythere.wegottoherand

exchangedpleasantriesthenwesatdownandordered.

Me:itsbeenawhilesincewe'vespendtimetogether.



Stacey:youcansaythatagain.

Hlom :indeed.

Stacey:how'sthepregnancytreatingyouHlom?

Hlom :itsbeengoodsofar,itcanbeverytiringbutitsan

amazingfeelingtohaveahumangrowinginsideyou.

Me:icantell,butiwon'tbeabletocopewiththepuking.

welaughed.

Stacey:metoo!

ourordersanddrinkscamebackthenwediggedinhavingsome

conversations...

•••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

I'vebeencoopedupathomewithChumaninursingourhangovers

,Mom ,dad,ChumisaandYanawenttothemalltodowhatever

whilemeandthisdouchebagareinbed.thepartywaslit

yesterdayigotdrunkbeyondcontrolidon'tevenrememberhowi

gothomeijustfoundmyselfhere.we'vetrieddifferenthangover

concoctionsbutnothinghelps-im thinkingofhaving2shotsof

thatremyMartinbottlemaybeI'llbefineyouknow.

mystomachgrumplesremindingmethatilasthadfoodinthe

morningwheniatebreakfastandnowit's15minutesto3soim

boundtobehungry.igetoffthebedandmademyway

downstairsbare-footedtomakemyselfsomethingtoeat.i

cookedsomethingquiteforChumaniandithendishedupfor

myselfandsatdownonthebarstoolandatemyfoodwhile

scrollingdownonmyphone.icameacrossbrownie'spicture!

sheputitasherstatus.lookslikeshe'satsloppysam ,she'svery

beautifulandshelookshappy...maybeherandiwerenotmeant

foreachother.imeanlookhowshe'shappywithAyabonga?and

iwon'tdoanythingtojeopardizeherhappiness.ilogedouton

WhatsAppandputthephoneaway.

afterim doneeatingirinsedthedishthendishedupChumani

thenheadupstairstogivehim .



Me:mkhuluwa.

isaidshakinghim .

Chumani:mh?

Me:here,imadeyousomethingtoeat.

hesatupstraightrubbinghiseyes.

Chumani:tyeenenkosibawo,I'llgoandwashmyfacesolong.

inoddedthenhewenttothebathroom .iputthetraydownonthe

pedestalthenmyphoneringsitsAyabonga-ianswered.

Me:awe.

Aya:surebawo,uright?

Me:yeahakhontokuwe?

Aya:yeahnoim good,canwemeettomorrowandtalk?

ifrowned.

Me:talk?talkaboutwhat?

Aya:let'smeetuptomorrowthenyou'llknow.

Me:okaythen.

Aya:sho.

hehungup...

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT50.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

sotodayim meetingwithAyabongatohavethis"talk"idon't

evenknowwhat'sitaboutbutim yettofindout.Ayabongaandi

we'refriendsbutwearenotthatclosewejusttalknjeandthey're

nobadvibesbetweenus.wehaven'treallytalkedsincehecame

backsinceiwasupsetbackthenbecausehewasdatingBrownz

butim overthatnowandI'm readytohearwhateverhehastosay

.

SinceitwasMonday,iwokeupandgotreadyforwork.Mom

washelpingmewithYanabygettingherreadyforschoolsince

hermotherhasn'tcomeandgetheryetsoshe'sstillwithus.

besidesthatChumisalovestohaveheraround,afterim done

gettingreadyforworkitookmythingsandheaddownstairs

whereeveryonewasseatedonthetable.

Me:Molweni.



theygreetedback,isatdownnexttoChumisaandkissedherand

Yana'scheek.idishedupformyselfthenMom saidgracethen

weate.

"enjoyyourdaybaby,daddylovesyou"

Yana:iwilldaddy,iloveyoutoo.

ikissedhercheekthensheheadoutwithMom sinceshe'staking

hertoschool.

Dad:let'sgo.

wetookourthingsthenweheadstraighttowork.whenigot

thereinmyoffice,mycoffeewasalreadyonmydeskwithmy

diary!ZithaisslowlybutsurelylearningthingsaroundhereI'm

glad-iwasstartingtogettiredoftellinghersamethingallover

again.isatdownandthenenjoyedmycoffeewhilecheckingmy

emails.

whenthetimehitsthelunchtimeitookmywalletandcarkeys

thenheadout,im goingtothePub&DrilltoseeAyabonga.so

sinceiwascravingforsomemeatisuggestedthisplaceandhe

agreedsoyah.

iarrivedattheplace,itwasnotthatfullsinceitwasMonday-

middayandpeopleareatwork.ilookedaroundlookingforhim

thenispottedhim seatedonthetableatthefarcornersoiwent

there.



Me:bawo.

isaidtakingaseatoppositehim .

Aya:sureta,ugrand?

Me:yeahndiSharpwena?

Aya:im good.

inodded.

Me:sowhatbringsmehere?

hewasabouttotalkbutdisturbedbyaguywaitercoming

towardsourtableholdingatraythatisfullofmeatandsomepap

-wethankedhim thenhewalkedaway.wediggedin.

Aya:firstofallgrootmani'dliketoapologiseyabona.

Me:apologize?forwhat?

heclearedhisthroat.

Aya:Hlombetoldmeaboutwhatwashappeningbetweenyou

toobeforeicameback.

inodded.

Me:sowhatareyouapologisingforexactly?

hedidn'tsayanything,iChuckled.

Me:mamelabawo,Brownieandiwerenotdating.wewerejust

twopeoplewhoslepttogetherandenjoyedeachother'scompany

butwebothcatchedfeelingsyaphelelaapho!youdon'toweme

anyapologybecausewhenyougotbackbrowniehasalreadycut



tieswithme...sodon'tworryawtam im notathreattoyour

relationship,treathergoodorelsenzomxuthauyeva?

henodded.

Aya:iunderstandit'sjustthat-

Me:noneedtoexplainigetyou.bawodon'tletyourinsecurities

blindyoufrom seeingthegoddessyougothere.Brownieisvery

beautifulandanymanwouldlovetohavehersowenajusther

goodandloveherlikeshedeservesokay?

henodded.

Aya:enkosigrotman,iwasworriedforasecond.

Me:justtreathergoodsizovanamnanawe.

Aya:ndiyakuva.

Me:shoot.

isaidthrowingapieceofmeatintomymouth...

••••



HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

FEW MONTHSLATER.

ithasbeenawonderfulmonthsofmylife,everythingisgoing

wellfrom myfamilytomyrelationshipeverythingisgood.

myrelationshipwithAyaisstillintactandwe'reverymuchinlove

witheachother.yeswehadourupsanddownslikeother

couplesbutattheendwefixedthem andmoveonwithlife....

anothergoodnewsmybigsisterHlom gavebirthtoahealthy

babyboyandwenamedhim IVIWELAYI.Hlom saystheygave

him thisnamebecauseGodheardtheirprayersofhowmuchthey

wantedtohavekidsandheblessedhim withthishealthyand

bouncyboy.

anywaysihaven'ttalkedorseenChuluinmonthsnow,ilastsaw

him athisworkplacewheniwenttheretovisitStaceyforLunch-

hewaswithEnkosi'ssister.what'shernameagain?ithinkitsAlu

-somethingim notsureandtheylookedtoocosyformyliking.

theGentwasevensmilingignoringmypresencelikehecan'tsee

me,ithurtsbutanywaysasobasathini.

Soiwokeupandgotreadyforwork,ihadaleaveforweekand



im gettingbacktoworktoday!im goingtomissViwethewhole

day.iwassousedtostayingwithhim -afterI'm don'twearing

myuniform icompedmyhairandtieditthenworeearringsand

appliedlipglosstheniwasgoodtogo.itookmybagandhead

downstairs!igotthereHlom isseatedonthebarstoolfeeding

Viwe.

Me:MorningMommaandSon.

Hlom :Goodmorningaunty,howareyou?

Me:im goodsis,howareyou?

Hlom :im goodbutsleepyyouknow,ineedtogotothemallto

buysomeformula,nappiesandwipesforthisone.

ismiledlookingatbabyViwewhoissuckingonthebottlefor

dearlife.

Me:he'scuteman.

Hlom :helookslikehe'sdad.

ichuckled.

Me:suchbetrayal,youkepthim inyourstomachfor9months

gqibaumntuaphumeefananomntuwhoonlycontributedsperms

mxm .

sheburstoutlaughing.

Hlom :hayboBrownz!

igiggled.

Me:haysuka!itsthetruth....Seeyoulaterbabymommaim



runninglate.

ikissedhercheekandViwe'sthenranouttothetaxirank.hayi

needtobuyacarayikholesana...

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT51.
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AYEARLATER.

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

Me:Liyanahurryupman!orelseim goingtoleaveyoubehind.

iyelledwhilepackingherthingsintohersmallsuitcase,she

camedownthestairsrunning.

Me:norunninginthehouseYana!

shestoppedimmediately.

Yana:sorrydaddy.

isighed.

Me:you'regoingtokillmewithstress...let'sgo.

itookherbagandminethenweheadout,ilockedthedoorsand

wegotinsidethecaranddroveoff.we'regoingtomyparents

houseforweekendsinceit'smyparentsanniversary-they're

goingtobecelebratingitwithus.



it'sbeenayearnowandimustsayeverythinghasbeengoing

wellforme,imanagedtogetmylifetogether-iswallowedmy

prideasamanandwenttoseekforhelp.igotatherapistDR

Hilson.she'swhiteandverygoodatherjob!I'vebeenattending

hersessionsfor6monthsnowandicanproudlysaythatthe

nightmaresdon'tvisitfrequentlynow.theyjustcomeonceina

while,Chumisamyyoungersisteristheonewhoconvincedme!

sheliterallyknockedsomesensesintomyheadandmademe

thinkhardaboutmylife,idustedmyselfupandwenttolookfor

help...icouldn'tletNozethucontrolsortormentmeevenfrom the

grave,icouldn'tgivehersatisfactionsoistoodupandwenttofix

mylife.notonlyformebutformydaughterandfamilyaswell-

theystillloveandneedmesoican'tletthem downlikethis..

ineededtogetmyshittogetherformydaughter'ssake.

wearrivedathomeandparkedthecaronthedriveway,i

strappedYanaoffherchairandopenedthedoorforhertogetoff

thentookourbagsweheadinside.Mom ,dad,Chumaniand

Chumisawereseatedonthelivingroom watchingamoviewhile

eatingpopcorns.

Me:molweni.

theygreetedback,Chumisagotoffthecouchandjumpedonme

-webothfelldown.

Me:Chumisamaan!

sheburstoutlaughing.



Chumisa:uWeaksarni.

Me:fokof,getoffme.

shelaughedandgettingoffme,itookmybagsupstairsthen

headbacktothelivingtojointhem .Yanahasalreadyoccupied

Chumani'slap.

Me:ninjaniMamanoTata?(howareyouMom andDad)

Dad:we'redoinggoodson,justgettingold.wenahowareyou?

how'stherapy?

Me:itsgoodtohear,im goodmnaandtherapyisgoingwell.

nightmaresarebothadailythingnow!theycomeonceinawhile.

Mom lookedatmewithtearsbeaminginhereyes.

Mom :thankyoubabyforfixingyourlife,iwasalreadyyouwere

alreadygivenuponlife..

isighed.

Me:itwasn'teasyMabutim gladim gettinghelp.

Dad:we'reproudofyouson.

ismiled.

Me:thanksDad.

ChumaniandChumisacametohugme,ihugthem back.

Chumani:im proudmninawa.

Me:enkosita.



Chumisapeckedmylips,ilaughedpushingherfaceoff.

Me:hayptsek!andiyondodakhomna.

sheclickedhertougue,wealllaughed.

••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

"BABYI'LLBEHOMEALITTLEBITLATER.DON'TWAITUP"

iclickedmytoungueasireadAyabonga'stext,iturnedoffmy

phoneandthrowitonthebed.sameoldsong"im outwiththe

Gentsdon'twaitup"buthecomesbackhomesmellingsexanda

girlsperfume,lipstickstainsonhisshirtetc.inallofthat

behavioridon'thaveasayinanything-Everytimeiconfronthim

hesnapsandbeattheshitoutofme.Ayabongachangedonme

overtheyearsbyonemistakeimadehebecameamonsteri

don'trecognize.

imovedoutathomeandfoundasmallintimateflatnearmy

workplace,iwastiredofwalkingtothetaxirankandallthatsoi

foundaplacecloser...eventhoughmysisterwasnothappyabout

mydecisionbutsheacceptedintheendbecauseshe



understandsthatim agrownasswoman.idovisitthem attimes

eventwiceamonthorcometospendtheweekendwiththem

whenimissthem!myrelationshipwithmysisterisstillstrong

andintactevenwithStaceywe'retheawesome3someyouknow..

eventhoughAyabongasaysthatStaceyisabadinfluenceandi

muststayawayfrom herJustbecauseshekeepsadvisingmeto

breakupwithhim butican't,ireallycan'tilovehim somuchto

dothat.

thisabusestartedwhenimistakelymoanedLuphelo'sname

duringthedeed,idon'tknoweventodaywhyimoanedhisname

butthen...

eversincethenhechangedandbecamethismonsteridon'tknow

.

tobecontinued...
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

inthemorningim wokenupbyabangingsoundcomingfrom the

door.

"HLOMBEKAZI!!!"

ohmyGoditsAyabonga,ijumpedoffthebedandquicklywore

myGownthenrantothedoorandopened.

Bonga:I'vebeenknockingandknockingonthisfuckendoorfor

agesawuvuliHlombe.ngubanloumfakeapha?(yelling)

Thelookonhisfacealonesendcoldshiversdownmyspine,he

looksveryangryit'slikehepossessedorsomething.itriedto

talkbutnowordscameoutofmymouth.

Bonga:im talkingtoyou!!areyoumute?

Me:N...Nothere'snoonehereAyabonga,im sorryididn'thear

youknock.

hescoffed.



Bonga:that'sbullshityouknowit.

tearswerealreadywellingupinmyeyes.

Me:there'snohere.(yelling)

hequicklywalkedtowardsmeandstrangledmeagainstthewall.

hisgriponmyneckisverytightican'tbreathe.itrytohithis

handssothathecanletgoofmebuthedidn'tbudge.

Me:P...pleaseBongad...don'tdothis..

Hisgriptightensonmyneck,hewaslookingstraightintomy

eyes-veinswereevenpoppingfrom hisforeheadandneck..

Bonga:Hlombewhyareyoudoingthistomehuh?am inota

manenoughforyou?don'tideservesomelittlelovefrom you?

(yelling)

itriedtotalkbutIcan't..

Bonga:answerme!!!

ishecrazy?howam isupposedtoanswerhim whilehe'sholding

mynecklikethis?

Me:Bongab..baby,pleasedon'tdothis.itsmeuHlombe!lookat

meAyabonga...youknowi..Iloveyoudon'tdothis.

heclosedhiseyestightandhisgriponmyneckweakens.looks

likehe'scalmingdown.heletoffmyneckidroppeddownonthe

floorcoughingandwipingmytears.hesankdowntooand

releasedasob...

Bonga:im sorry,ndicelauxolomababy.(crying)



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ThefollowingdaywewokeupandhelpMom topreparefood

sinceit'stheanniversaryandwe'regoingtohaveasmalland

intimatething,invitefamilyandfriendstocelebratetheir30th

anniversaryofmarriage-suchalongtimecommitment.sinceits

onlymyMom andiwhocancookandothersdon'twecooked

thenChumisa,ChumaniandDadsortedoutthingslikechairs.

sorttablesandstuff.Mom suggestedthatweshouldcook

differentmenussothateveryonecanhavewhatevertheywant

youknow..

ChumisaandChumanicametothekitchenwhileiwasstillstiring

thepaponthestove,shewaslaughingaboutinherphonewith

Chumani.

Me:what'sfunny?

Chumani:Chumishowedmethisvideoofbrowniedancing!she

can'tdancetosaveherlife.

ichuckledshakingmyhead.

Me:letmesee.

shehandedmeoverthephonetheniwatchedthevideo.she's

rightBrowniecan'ttuandiyazileayenzaapha.shelooksbeautiful

youknow..

itsbeenawhileilastsawher.she'sveryscarceinolongerbump



intoheranywhereandImissedhersomuchyouknow-inever

stoppedlovingher,itriedtounloveandforgetaboutherbuti

can'tshewillalwayshaveaspecialplaceinmyhearteventhough

she'swithsomeoneelse.ifeltsomeonesnatchingthephonei

snappedoutofit.

Chumisa:you'vezonedoutnow.

Me:im not.

Chumisa:yeahright.

Chumani:youstillloveher,don'tyou?

isighed.

Me:yeahbawo,idon'tthinkI'lleverstop.

Chumani:isee.

isighedthengetbacktomypots.

ithoughtbythistime,Brownieandiwouldbetogetherbutthen

thingsdidn'tgolikethat.butI'm gladthatAyabongastillloves

andlooksafterherbecauseifhedoesn'tidon'tknowwhatI'lldo

tohim ...

AYABONGAPETER.

Hlombehadlockedherselfinherroom foranhournow,I'vebeen



knockingandpleadinghertoopenbutshedoesn't,idon'tknow

whattodoanymore.I'veapologisedanddideverythingbutstill..

ididn'tmeantomanhandleherlikethat,iregretsomuch!idon't

Knowwhatcameovermeijustthoughtshe'snotopeningher

doorbecauseshehassomeoneelseinsidebutiwaswrongandi

letmyangergetbetteroffmethenhurtmygirlfriendinthe

process.

iloveHlombesomuchandIdon'twannaloseher,butitslikeshe

doesn'tlovemeanymore.she...idon'tknowmanhowtoexplain

this.thiswholethingstartedwhenshemoanedanotherman's

namewhileim topofher,thatdayshebruisedmyegoandself-

esteem likehell.howam isupposedtobealrightwhenshe's

moaning'Luphelo's'nameontopofme?

Sigh

DammitiwasrightaboutLuphelo-thatmotherfuckerwasgoing

tocauseadriftonmyrelationship,he'spracticallyathreateven

thoughihaven'tseenhim inagesbutthen...

Hlombestillloveshim ,sheloveshim morethatshelovesmeand

thataloneangersmesomuch!!

tobecontinued...
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

BongahasbeenknockingandKnockingbehindthedoorbuti

lockeditandcurledmyselfonthebedcryingsilently,im angryat

him andalsoscaredtoopenforhim becauseBongaisvery

unpredictable!youdon'tKnowwhathe'lldonext.

ineverthoughtme,HlombekaziwillbeaDomesticabusevictim

oneday.beingblackandbluebyman-iwasalwaysmyown

womannotownbyamanidon'tKnowwhatchanged.Bonga

changedonme!he'snolongerthatlovingAyabongaifellinlove

withhe'ssomemonsterthathasangerissues.

"Hlombepleaseopenthedoor,iwon'thurtyouijustwannatalk

njeQha"

hesaidsoftlybehindthedoor,iwantsobadtohatethismanbut

ican'tseriously!itriedbutfaileddismally.



"Hlombepleasesthandwasam ,im trulysorryididn'tmeanto

raisemyhandonyou-tellmewhatshouldidoI'lldoit"

iburstintotears.

"Hlombe?letmeinbaby,pleaseopen"

Me:leavemealone!!uyandivamnqund'wakho.(yelling)

Bonga:ican'tdothatbaby,iloveyousomuchtodothat.

Me:youdon'thurtsomeoneyouclaim tolove,youdon't.yes

lovewassupposedtohurtbutnotlikethis...noican'tstandthis

Ayabonga!areyoutryingtochangemyloveforyouintohate?

huh?youmademeyourpunchingbag.youbeatmeupwhenever

youwantforwhatidon'tknow.JusttellmeAyabongawhatdidi

dotodeservethiskindoftreatment?iloved-likehellistilldo

eventhoughibadlywanttohateyoubutmyheartissaying

otherwise.(Crying)

hedidn'tanswerbutiheardhim sobbingbehindthedoor,

crocodiletears.

Me:pleasegetoutofmyhouseBonga,ndicelauhambeican't

faceyourightnow.

Bonga:okayI'llgo,justknowthatiloveyou.

iheardfootstepsgoingthenadoorcloses-iclosedmyeyesand

sighed.

ipulltheblanketovermyheadandsleptthewholeday.

.



THEFOLLOWINGMORNING.

iwokeupwiththesorethroatandastiffbodycausedbysleeping

thewholeentireday-icheckedthetimeonmyphoneits5h30in

themorningandihad3missedcallsfrom Bonga.ignoredthem

thengotoffthebedandmadeitthenopenedthecurtains.ihead

tothebathroom towashmyfaceandbrushedmyteeth,ilooked

atmyselfinthemirror;myeyeswereswollenandred.

Sigh

thisisnotme,ican'tlivelikethis.afterbrushingmyteethitook

ashowerandworemyuniform andappliedfoundationtohidethe

marksonmyneckthenworemyeyeglassessincemywereitchy

from thecryingimadeyesterday.afterim donegettingreadyi

tookmybagandphonethenheaddownstairssinceicouldn't

stomachanythingitookanapplethenheadout.iWalkedbyfoot

worksinceiwantedtoclearmyeyesoffthings.

thewalktomyworkplaceisnotthatfar,just20minutesawayso

iwalkedlisteningtomusic.myphoneringswhileiwasstill

listeningtomusicitsHlom ianswered.

Me:heysis.

Hlom :himntasekhaya,howareyou?

Me:im goodlovewena?

Hlom :youknowme,im alwaysgood.areyouatwork?



Me:im onmywaythere.

Hlom :okayletmenotkeepyouthen,iwasjustcheckingupon

youneh...Iloveyou.

ismiled.

Me:iloveyoutoo...bye.

Hlom :bye.

ihungup..

ijumpedofftheroadwhenihearaloudhootingbehindme.

"watchwhereyou'regoingman!uyabonaialmostdroveoveryou!

"

wait...iknowexactlywherethatvoicebelongsto,itsLuphelo.i

raisedmyheadtolookathim -hiseyeswideninshock.

Chulu:Brownie!

Me:h..hello.

whyam isuddenlynervous?thixo.itsbeenmonthsthatilast

sawhim .helooksreallygoodiwon'tlie.hecameclosertome

andstoodinfrontofme.

Chulu:uright?

hesaidscanningallovermyfacethenhiseyesstoppedonmy

neck.

inodded.



Chulu:canitakeyoutowork.

hismintywarm breathwasliterallyfanningmyfacethat'sclose

hewas.thisclosenessofhisevokedmanyemotionsthroughmy

body.heclearedhisthroat.

Chulu:so..

Me:yeahsure.

hesidesmiledandtookmycoldhandintohiswarm hand,itried

toavoidtheelectricfeelingifeltwhenhetouchedme.wegot

insidethecarhedroveoff..

••••



AYABONGAPETER.

afterileftHlombe'splaceiheadtomyheadtogetreadyforwork,

itookashower,lotionedandworemyclothes.iatethenhead

out.iarrivedattheStatucorporatesibumpedintothereception

girl,Hlombe'sfriend.thisgirlhatesmewithpassionnotthati

cananywaysigreetedherthenpassedandwalkedstraighttothe

elevatorandpressedmyfloorbutton.igottomyofficeand

startedtowork.

whenthelunchtimecameiorderedfoodandateinmyoffice

whilsttryingtocallHlombebutshedoesn'tanswermycalls,i

wantedtogoandcheckuponheratherworkplacebutiknow

Hlombeshewillrefusetoseemebutidon'tblameherafterwhat

idid.

Whileiwasstilltryingtocallher,mydoorburstopen.

Me:whatthefuck!

iturnedtoseeLuphelostandingbythedoor,thelookonhisface

ismurderous.ineverseenhisthisangry.

Me:grotman,whatareyoudoinghere?

Luphelo:ndandithenikuwemnqund'wakho!

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

INSERT54.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

AYABONGAPETER.

okayfirstthingsfirstineversawLupheloangry,evenbyalittle

thingbutrightnow?he'sbreathingfire.thelookhehasonhis

facesendshiversdownmyspine-iliterallysweatedjustby

lookingathim!ionceheardPhilatalkingaboutLuphelotheysay

thatthisdudegivesmeanpunchesandidon'twannaexperience

that..

Luphelo:yeyndithethanawekwedini,wathula?(heyI'm talking

toyouboy...whyareyouquite?)

iswallowedhard.

Me:I...idon'tKnowwhatareyoutalkingabout..

hescoffedandwalkedtowardsme.

Luphelo:HlombekaziDikana,doesitringabell?oryoudon't

Knowwhoam italkingabout?

Me:mamelabawo..

Luphelo:hayidon'twannahearit,whatdidisaidtoyouthelast

timewesaweachother?



iclearedmythroat.

Me:yousaidifIhurtHlombeasizovana.

inodded.

Luphelo:im gladyouremember...nowwhatwasyourresponse?

Me:ipromisedtoneverhurther.

Luphelo:didyoukeepthatpromise?

ididn'tsayanything.

Luphelo:ndithethanawe!!(im talkingtoyou)

hesnapped.

ishookmyheadrepeatedly.hetookoffhisblazerandrolledhis

shirtsleevesuptohisarmsandtookoffhisringsandhisRolex

watch.

Luphelo:yabonangokusizolwa,yougoingtobeatmeuplikeyou

dotowomanyandiva?yougoingtopunchmeorstranglemelike

youdokuBrowniesavana?

inodded,hethrewapunchthatsendedmedownonthefloor.

Luphelo:standupandfightbackmnqund'wakho!andithiwena

youbeatwomansothatyoucanfeelasaman?bethamnake

bawouyekeBrownie.

istooduprubbingmyjawandthrewapunchonhim!hechuckled.

Luphelo:youpunchlikeabitch!

hethrewapunchonme,ireturnmine-wepunchedeachother



thenwefelldown.hegotontopofmeandpunchedme

repeatedly!icouldn'tevenrunaway,theworstthinghelockedthe

doorandputthekeysonhisblazerwhichisfarawayfrom uson

thecouch.afterhewassatisfiedwithpunchinghegrabbedme

bythecollarandpinnedmeagainstthewholewithhishandon

mythroat.thenheleanedclosertomyface.

Luphelo:mamelakegrootie,thisisthelasttimeyoulayyour

filthyhandonBrownzoranyotherwomanoutthereyandiva?

you'regoingtoleaveheralone..

Me:iwon'tdothat!

hetightenshisgriponmythroat.

Luphelo:ohyesyouwill,whetheryoulikeitornotyou'regoingto

Leaveheralone.whilemnaim goingtogetwhat'smineback,i

willgetherback,Marryherthengetherpregnantwithmychild

yeva?thenyou'llwatchmeteachyouhowyoutakecareofalady

notthisshityou'redoing!ifkendavabayoutouchedheragainor

evenasinglestrandofhaironherheadyougoingtoregretit

capish?

inodded,hesmiledandslappedmycheekslightly.

Luphelo:good,nowgoandfixyourself...iloveyouvha?

Me:iloveyoutoo.

Luphelo:shobawo.

hetookhisthingsandopenedthedoorthengotoutwhistling.

Me:dammit!!



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

tosayiwasangrywouldbeanunderstatement,iwaslivid!who

doesthatboythinkheistoraisehisfuckendirtyhandsonher?or

anyotherwomanatthat.he'spathetic.whydidevenbrownie

stayedwithhim ?ihaveneverraisedmyhandonherandthat

bastardhasanervetodothat?

ithoughtbrowniewashappywiththatmoronbutiwaswrong,i

thoughthewaswastreatinghergoodandshelookedHappy....

Hayimustsayshe'sverygoodatmakingthings-itstruewhen

thesaypeoplewhoarealwayssmilingaretheoneshurtingthe

mostandwedon'tknowwhatgoesdownbehinddoors.ifi

haven'tmetBrownietodayiwasn'tgoingtofindoutthat-that

thisbastardisabusingher..

afteriexitedtohisofficeiheadstraighttomycarandtookout

myphonethencalledbrownie-sheanswered.

Brownie:Luphelo?

hervoiceinstantlycalmedmedown.

Brownie:Luphelo,areyouokay?

Me:yeahim finewenaareyouokay?

shesighed.



Brownie:im gettingthere.

Me:how'syourthroat?

Brownie:itssorealittlebutI'llbefine.

Me:okay,canicometofetchyoulater?

shewentquite..

Me:please.

Brownie:don'tthinkthat'sagoodidea..

Me:sayswho?Brownieim justgivingyoualiftnothingmuch.

Brownie:okaythen,comearound5h30.

Me:okay,takecare.

Brownie:sharp.

shehungup..

••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

iwastotallydreadingtogohome,iwishedtimecouldgoslower

youknow.im verynervousaboutLuphelocomingtofetchme!

I'm justnervousfortheunknownbecauseim usedtoLuphelo

mosbutnow?it'slikeim meetingmycrushforthefirsttime.i



keeponlookingatmywristwatch-5minuteslefttillit's5h30

andiwishyourunawaybutmyheartsaysotherwise.iwanthim

totakemehomebutatthesametimeim nervous..

"Hawuyini,wajulukanje"

saysDrDlaminibehindme,irolledmyeyes.

Me:notnowRichardplease.im notinthemood.

Dr:hawuSisterDididn'tsayanythingijustaskedwhyareyou

sweating.

ilookedathim andclickedmytongue.

Me:youknowwhat-

"Areyoureadytogomamqoma"

Jesus!he'salreadyhere?Godbewithme..

iturnedtolookathim withasmileonmyface,helooked

handsomewithhissunglasseson.

Me:yeahletmegetmybag.

henodded,iquicklytookmybagthenweheadoutwithhim

followingbehindme.

Luphelo:zakhulaezimpundu.(yourassisgrowing)

ijustburstoutlaughing.



Me:tfLuphelo?

hejustshruggedhisshouldersandopenedthecardoorforme

thenigotinsidethenhehadtohisside.

Luphelo:iboughtyouthese.

hesaidhandingmesomepainkillersandVicksbabyrubforsore

throat.ismiled-thisiscute.

Me:thankyou.

henoddedanddroveoff.heplayedsomemusicwhiledriving.

.

.

.

Luphelo:whydidn'tyoutellmeBrownz?

heaskedwhilewewereseatedonthebenchesonthebeach,

insteadoftakingmehomehebroughtmehereto"takethingsoff

mymind"sohesays.

Me:idon'tKnowwhy,iguessididn'twanttobotheryou.

hechuckled.

Luphelo:botherme?you'llneverdothat.Hlombekaziicareabout

youandI'lltotallydoanythingforyou.youstayedwiththat

bastardeventhoughheabusesyouforwhat?

ibitmyliplookingdown..



Luphelo:BrownztherateofdomesticviolenceinSouthAfricais

veryhigh,dayinanddayoutwomenarebeingkilledbytheir

partners,thosewomenstayedwiththosemonsterbecausethey

hopedthat"they'llchange"butneverdothatthentheygetkilled

ormenarebeingkilledbytheirwomenwhentheyreachedtheir

breakingpoint.doyouwanttoleaveAyabongainacoffin?

ishookmyheadwithtearsstreamingdownmyface..

Luphelo:thenwhyareyoustillinthatrelationship?areyou

waitingforhim tokillyou?

ishookmyhead.

Me:N..No,itsjustthat-

icouldn'tfinishmysentenceijustbrokedownandcried.

Luphelo:comehere..

hetookmeintohisembrace.

Luphelo:crymylove,cryallthepainout.don'tbottlethingsin.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

SEASONFINALE.

INSERT55.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

icriedinLuphelo'schesttillihadenoughandcalmeddown.he

gaveabottleofwatertodrink.

Me:im sorryaboutthat.

isaidwipingmytears.

Luphelo:don'tsweatit.

westayedintoacomfortablesilenceuntilibreaktheice.

Me:youknowhepromisedtoneverhurtme..

hestayedquietwaitingtometocontinue.

Me:hewasn'tlikethisinthestartingofourrelationship,hewas

themostlovingboyfriendever.ithoughtifoundmyone!thelove

ofmylife,mysoulmatebutiwaswrong.



Luphelo:whendidallthisstart?

Me:after6monthsofusdating.

henodded.

Luphelo:whathappened?whatmadehim changeanddecideto

hityou?

isighed..

Me:idon'tknow.

heshookhishead.

Luphelo:uyaxokaBrownie,youknowwhathappened.comeon

tellme.

ichuckled.

Me:promisethatyouwon'tlaugh?

Luphelo:ipromiseiwon't.

igiggledandputmyhandsonmyface.

Me:thisisembarrassing.(laughing)

hechuckled.

Luphelo:comeontellme.

Me:imoanedyournameduringthedeed.

hewentquitethenheburstoutlaughing.

Luphelo:haybomoghel,how?



Me:mxm .

hecontinuedtolaughthencomposedhimself.

Luphelo:hyuha.ayoucanbruisesomeone'sego!

ibitmylip.

Me:ididn'tmeantoandidon'tknowwhathappenedthatday.

Luphelo:hyuI'dbehurtnam ifmygirlfriendmoansanotherman's

namewhilewe'redoingthedeed.butthatdoesn'tgivehim the

righttohityou...yesyouwerewrongbuthedoesn'thavearighttu.

Me:iknowanditriedtoapologisebuthedidn'twannahearit.

hechuckled.

Luphelo:yazbrownieyouconfusemesometimes,whenyouwere

withmeyouknewyourworthandleftmesinceiwasn'treadyfor

aseriousrelationshipbutAyabongahitsyou-youstayed

wanyamezela!whereisyourworthngoku?iwasn'tevenabusing

youmnaiwasjustgivingyouintenseorgasmsbutAyabongahits

you,youstayed.

Me:I..im sorry.

Luphelo:itsallgoodmntase,doyouwantsomeicecream?

inodded.

Luphelo:ndabuya.

iwalkedawaybarefooted,istayedtherewaitingforhim.

yazcometothinkofitLupheloisright.whycan'tiseemyworth



onAyabonga?hehitsmeandallthatbutIstayedeitherwaybut

whenitwasLupheloIwasveryquicktoleave.Ayabongadoesn't

deserveme!im worthmorethanwhathe'sofferingme.

yesigetitiwaswrongbutthatdoesn'tgivehim righttohitme

youknow.

Luphelo:hayhayuyakhalakwakhona?(Nono,areyoucrying

again)

isniffedandwipedmytears.

Me:ican'thelpit.

hegavemetheicecream.

Luphelo:im sorry.

inodded.

Me:how'slifeonyourside?

Luphelo:itsbeengoodactually,idecidedtoseeatherapist.

iquicklylookedathim andsmiled.

Me:wowim proudofyou,howisitgoing?

Luphelo:it'sgoinggood,DRHilsonknowsherjobandthose

nightmaresarescarcenje.

iside-huggedhim .

Me:im happyforyou.

hesmiled.



Luphelo:thanks,im ready.

allofthesuddenhe'sserious.ifrowned.

Me:you'reready?forwhat?

hesighed.

Luphelo:totellyouwhathappenedtome.

Me:NoLuphelo,youdon'thavetotellmeanythingifyoudon't

wantto.

Luphelo:noIwantto.

Me:okaythen.

hetookadeepbreathandrubbedhishead.

Luphelo:Nozethuwasmyaunt,mymother'ssister.shewas

from EasterncapeinEastLondonwheretheygrowuptoherand

mymotherbutmydadandmom relocatedtocapeTownyears

agothenwhenNozethufinishedschoolinEastLondonsye

followedhersisterthencametostaywithus.iwas10yearsold

whenshecametocapeTown-shewasalovelyauntandiloved

her.sheusedtolookaftermewhenmyparentswereatwork!my

mom wasworkingasanurseinaprivatehospitalthendadwas

stillstartingStatucorporatesfrom scratch.(deepbreath)1years

latershewasstillstayingwithusandwewereclosebutshe

startedtochange.shewouldcomeintothebathroom whileim

bathingbutibrusheditoffsinceshe'smyauntandim practically

herchildsoiletitbe.thisthinghappenedfrequentlythenistarted

tofeeluncomfortableaboutthisthenIockedthedoorwhenim



bathing.thenonedayididn'tgotoschoolsinceiwasfeeling

undertheweathersoIstayedathomewithNozethu.whilewe

werestillchilinginthelivingroom shecalledmetoherbedroom

soiwentthere-sheaskedmeificouldkeepasecretanditoldi

canthenshetoldmethatwhatwe'reabouttodoimustnottella

soulandiagreednotknowingwhatisabouttohappen.shetook

offherjeansthenmybriefsandplayedwithmydick.shewas

playingandsuckingitwhilemoaning.iwasyoungandnot

understandingwhatwashappeningsoshelaidonthebedwith

legswideopenandplayedwithhervagina.shethentookmy

handandsaidishouldplaywithhervaginalikeshedidwithmy

hand!itriedtostopherbutshe'dshoutatmeorslapmetheni

agreedtodothatsickthingtoher...thisthingwentonandon

untiloneday,mydadfoundherdoingthistomeintheliving

room .idon'tknowifitwasGodgraceorwhatbutmydad

forgottenafileathomesohehadtocomeandgetitthenhe

foundmecryingwhileNozethuiskneelinginfrontofmesucking

mydick.mydadlostitthatdayandbeatenheruptodeath..and

thatwasthat.myauntmolestedme,that'swhyihadthose

nightmares.

bythetimehefinishedtellingmewhathappened,wewereboth

cryingintoeachother'sarms.

Me:im sorrythatyouhavetogothroughthis,im reallysorrythati

hadtogiveuponyouwhileyou'regoingthroughsomethingso

deep.ndicelauxoloStatu.

heheldmetight,brokedownandcriedonmychest.icouldn't

stopmytearsicriedtoo..



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

theysaycryinghelpsandIagree.ifsomethingisbotheringyou

cryitallout-cryingdoesn'tmakeyouweakasamanitshows

thatyou'realsoaHumanandyouhavefeelings.afteritold

Browniewhathappenedtomeinthepastifeltfree.itslikea

buddenhasbeenliftedoffmyshoulders!it'smylikemysoulwas

finallyfreeandmyheartwasbeatingwaytoofastihadmixed

emotions.

Brownieandispentthedaytogether,wetalked,laughedand

criedtogether.wetalkedabouteachother'sfuture,fears,likes

anddislikesandallthat.itwasfuntobehonest!shewas

laughingandcarefree-Ayabongawassupposedtotreatherlike

thisbuthefailedtodoso..

andnowim goingtogetBrownieandshowhim howtotreata

ladyandhewillregretnottreatingbrowniegood.

tobecontinued...



HE'SMINETOLOVE.

SEASONFINALE.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

tosayim hurtwouldbeanunderstatement,im soheartbrokento

behonest.Ifeelsickman!icannotimaginethepainLuphelowent

throughbecauseofhissickaunt.nomanthatwomanwastotally

sick,howcanshedothattohernephew-yoursister'schild

nakhona.Shewassupposedtobeamothertohim nottomolest

him.imeansheknewthatLuphelowasgoingthroughpuberty

whatifshewaspregnant?how'dLuphelolovethechildknowing

thatthechildistheresultsofhispainyazsomepeoplearesick

andtwistedim gladshe'sdead.whoknowshowmanykidsshe

wasgoingtomolestiftheyletmelive?ijusthatethiswoman

everthoughidon'tKnowhim .

anywaysaftertheamazingdatewespenttogether.Luphelodrove



mehomeandmadesurethatim safeandsoundthenhewent

hometoo.ihaven'tlaughedlikeilaughedtodayinawhile-iwas

totallycare-free,iforgottenaboutBongaforwhile!Lupheloislike

myhappyplace.hedoesn'tfrustrateme;he'schilledandjoke

aroundalot.ihadagreattimemanijusthopeBongawon'tcome

hereandruinmymood.sosinceiwasstillfullfrom thefoodwe

atenoLupheloiJusttookashowerandworemypyjamasthen

getintobedwhilecheckingmyphone.Luphelowasonlineon

WhatsAppim temptedtosendhim atextbutidon'twannacross

boundariesyouknow...buttohellwiththat,I'llsendhim that

messageifidie,idie.

"ihadanamazingtimewithyoutoday,imissyoualready"

thenipressedsendandturnedoffmyphoneandslept...

3weekspassedihaven'tseenBonga,hehasn'tevenbothered

meandim atpeacetobehonestim justfree-finallybreathing

freshair.idon'tknowwhathappenedtohim andIdon'tcarebut

im littleworried.imeanwhatifhe'ssomewheredeador

something?butthenhisphoneisringingbuthedoesn'tpickupso

iguesshe'savoidingme.



soI'vebeenonaleaveforamonthanddidinotenjoyit?of

courseidid.LastoflastweekLuphelotookmetoamusic

concertandienjoyedmyselfsomuch.Thenlastweekwentwine

tastingandheshowedmehisrestaurantthenwehadfreedesert!

Iwassoshocked...ididn'tevenknowthatheownsawhole

restaurantanditsveryclassyandelegantoneatthat.butim

saddenedthatim goingbacktoworktomorrowyouknow,iwas

stillenjoyingmyleavebutkeiJobyiJob.todayitsSundayandim

boredashell,im sittinginthebalconywithmybookthenaglass

ofmineenjoyingsomemetimebutgotdisturbedbymyringing

phone..

Me:hello?.

Luphelo:surebawo,uright?

igiggled.

Me:im goodgrootiewena?

Luphelo:konkekuhambangoLineawtam .(im good)

welaughedatourcraziness.

Luphelo:haypsek,openthedoor.

Me:whichdoor?

Luphelo:yoursdummy.

Me:okay.

ihungupthenhalf-screamedjumpingupanddownthenheadto

openthedoor!icouldn'twaittoseehim .



HE'SMINETOLOVE.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

wheniopenedthedoor,hewasleaningagainstthedoorframe

smilingatmewithhishandsinhisjeanpockets-helooksso

damnfine!

Me:hi.

Luphelo:molo,canicomein?

Me:sure.

imovedasidethenhegotinsideandlookedaroundwiththesmile

stillplasteredonhisface.

Luphelo:niceplaceyouhavehere.

Me:thanks,wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Luphelo:doyouhavebeerhere?



Me:nop,ihavewine.

henodded.

Luphelo:I'llhavethatthen.

inoddedthenheadtothekitchentopourthewineforhim and

somefingerfoodlikesnacksthenheadbacktothelivingroom to

givehim .

Me:here.

Luphelo:thanks.

hetookthethingsthenisatdownnexttohim crossingmylegs.

hiseyesfellonmyexposedthighshesighedloudly.

Me:sowhatbringsyouhere?

Luphelo:icametoseeyousinceiwasbored.

ichuckled.

Me:isee,where'sYana?

hesmiled.

Luphelo:thatrascalisathomewithmyMom .

Me:okay.

Luphelo:youhaven'theardanythingfrom Ayabonga?

ishookmyhead.

Luphelo:Good.

ilookathim .



Me:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Luphelo:itmeansthatthere'snoonebeatingyouorstrangling

youhere.you'reatpeaceoram iwrong.

isighed.

Me:you'reright.

itookapieceofbiscuitfrom hisplateandate,ilookupat

Luphelohewasstarringatme.

Me:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Luphelo:you'regorgeous.

iblushed.

Me:enkosi.

heputtheplateandtheglassonthetableandleanedcloserto

me.

Me:w..whatareyoudoing?

Luphelo:whatdoesitlooklike?iwannakissyou.

mybreathingpatternchanged.iwastotallybreathingheavily.

Luphelo:cani?

hiswarm breathwasfanningmyface,icouldn'tspeaksoijust

nodded.heleanedmorecloserandkissedmyforehead,nose,

jawthenmymouth.thekisswassopassionateandenjoyable-

hiswarm tounguewasdancingwithmineinsidemymouthwith

hishandsrunningallovermybody.



"thatwasamazing,thankyou"

saysLuphelocuddlingmeonthebed,weweretotallynaked

underthecovers.ourwarm andsweatybodiesagainsteach

other,handsintertwinedandourlegstangledtogether.Luphelo

keepsonkissingmyforeheadhereandtherewhileplayingwith

myhair.thisfeelsgood-it'slikeibelonghere.thisismyhappy

place.

itwasalreadydarkoutside,maybeitwas7pm intheevening.

Me:Luphelo?

Luphelo:mh?

Me:whatdoesthismean?whatarewedoing?

isighedandholdmetight.

Luphelo:thismeansalottomeBrownz,havingyouwithme

here...layingonmychestmeanstheworldtome.iloveyou

Hlombekaziireallydo-iknowyoumightthinkthatI'm sayingthis

sinceisleptwithyoubutthat'snottrue!irealizedthatiloveyou

thedayyoudecidedtocuttieswithmeandworseofallyoudated

Ayabonga.ithoughtilostyouforever!iwasalreadygivenupon

youbutneverforgottenaboutyouorstoppedlovingyousothat's

whyistayedaway,youseemedhappywithAyasoididn'twanna

ruinyourhappiness.believemewhenisayiloveyoubrownie

becauseireallydobutifyoudon'twannabewithmeI'llunder-

Me:iloveyoutoo.



Luphelo:what?

inodded.

Me:iloveyoutooLuphelo.ilovedyouthedayweslepttogether

butyoudidn'tnoticesinceyouwerestilldealingwithyourdemons

.

hesighed.

Luphelo:I'm sorry,iwastotallyselfishyouknow.ionlycared

aboutmyfeelingsandforgotaboutyours.ndiceluxolo.

ismiledandkissedhishand.

Me:itswaterunderthebridge.

Luphelo:sosiyajola?

ilaughed.

Me:youcansaythatbutistillneedtobreakthingsoffwithBonga

.

inodded.

Me:stillatitletmejustsendhim atextbreakingthingsoff

becauseidon'tknowwhenam igoingtoseehim.

itookmyphonefrom thepedestalandtypedthemessage:

"ITSOVERBETWEENUS,INOLONGERLOVEYOU."



thenipressedsend,afterfewminuteshereplied:

"IFICAN'THAVEYOU,NOBODYWILL."

thismessagesendedshiversdownmyspine,whatdoeshemean

ifhecan'thavemenobodywill?.

Luphelo:what'swrong?

ishowedhim themessage.

Luphelo:thisBastard,butdon'tstresshewon'tdoanythingwhile

you'rewithmeokay?

inodded.

Luphelo:nowcomehere.

hekissedmewhichthingsledtoanotherlovemakingsession.

••••

CHULUMANCOSTATU.

Havingtheloveofmylifeinmyarmsthewholenightfeltlikea

dream ,isleptlikeababy.thefeelingifeltwasoutofthisworld-

ineverthoughtthiswouldhappenagain.Havingbrownietobe



mineagain,thatbastarddidmeafavourandmessedupsothati

couldhavewhatwasmeanttobemine.I'llmakesurethatilove

andcherishherallthetime.I'llalwaysmakeherhappy.

soafterwemadelovethewholenightwesleptaround3am .i

wokeuptiredashellandstillsleepy-madam wasnotinbedsoi

gottoffthebedandmadeitthenheadtothebathroom .iwashed

myfacethenrinsedmymouthwiththemouthwashthatwason

thecabinetthenworemyclothesandheaddownstairs.wheni

gottherebrownieiscookinginthekitchenwearingabraand

thongonlythenaapronontop.sheisplayingmusicwhiledancing

around.thesongisSurethingbyMiguel.

♪♪♪andicouldbethewalk

evenwhentheskycomesfalling

evenwhenthesundon'tshine

igotfaithinyouandI

soputyourlittleprettyhandonmine

evenwhenwe'redowntothewirebaby

Evenwhenitsdoordie

wecoulddoitbaby,simpleandplain

Causethisloveisasurething♪♪♪



iwalkedtowardsherandwrappedmyarmsaroundherwaistand

kissedherneck,shegigglescausingmystomachtoflip.

Brownie:Morninglover.

Me:Morningsthandwa,howdidyousleep?

Brownie:isleptgood,justalittlebitpainbetweenmylegs.

inoddedandkissedherneckagain.

Me:im sorryijustgotcarriedaway.

shenodded.

Brownie:itwasworthit.

Ilaughedthensatdownonthechairwatchingherdoingher

things.

Brownie:Luphelo?

Me:love?

Brownie:iloveyou.

myheartmelted,I'vealwayswantedtohearthesewordscoming

from her.ismiled.

Me:iloveyoutoomamqoma.

shefinishedcookingthendishedupforusthenshesaidgrace

thenweatewhilehavingsomeconversations.



HE'SMINETOLOVE.
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HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

FEW DAYSLATER.

itsbeenfewdaysoflove,happiness,tearsofjoy,sexand

intenseorgasmsalltheway,yourgirlhasbeenhappylikenever

before.everythingisgoingwellinmylifeevenonmylovelifeyou

know..

Bongahasn'tstillbotheredmeandI'm verymuchgladbutalso

worriedatthesametimeabouthistext.thattextleftmewith

manyquestionsandworryeventhoughLupheloassuredmethat

nothingwillhappentomebutican'thelpityouknow..

anywaysChulumancoLupheloStatuhasbeenanamazing



boyfriendsofar,hemakesmehappywithouttryingsohard-i

appreciateeverythinghehasdoneformeinthisrelationship.

from theflowersandchocolateireceiveatworkeverymorningto

startmydadtothedunkedwingsandwineheboughteverynight

formeandgotthem deliveredtome!itsniceman.ididn'tknow

thatI'lleverbehappylikethisinmylifebuthey...Lifeis

unpredictablesis,you'llneverknowwhattomorrowcomeswith

soyeah..

solastweekicamecleantoHlom andbhut'Sandiaboutwhat

Bongawasdoingtomeallthistime,theabuseandallthat-to

saybhut'Sandiwasangrywouldbeanunderstatementhewas

livid.ifBongawasinfrontofhim -hewastotallygoingtokillhim!

mysisterontheothersidewashurtanddisappointedthatididn't

confideinheraboutthisbutattheendofthedaysheunderstood

eventhoughtheythreatenedtobringmebackhomebutifighted,

Ienjoymyspaceandmyowntimeyouknow.Thefreedom of

doinganythingIwant.

Anywaystodayim invitedbyLuphelo'sparentstoeatdinnerwith

them ,orshouldisaythatLuphelowantstoofficiallyintroduce

metothem ashisgirlfriend.im sonervousaboutthisDinneryou

knowidon'tknowwhattoexpecttherebecauseIdon'tknowhis

parentsthatwellionlyknowhim ,ChumaniandChumisaonlyand

idon'tknowifLuphelo'sparentsaregoingtolovemesinceI'm his

girlfriendnow.



sothetimeis5h30pm nowandthedinnerstartsat7pm .I've

beentryingtofindsomethingtowearbutican'tfinditsoihlom

maybeshewillhelpme.

Hlom:sistaz.

Me:heysis,ineedyourhelp.

Hlom:withwhat?

Me:I'm goingtohavedinnerwiththeStatu'sbutican'tfind

somethingtowear.soim gonnasendyoupicturesof3outfits

thenyouchooseforme.

shegiggled.

Hlom:okaythen.

ihungupandtookthepicturethensendthem toHlomla.

Whentheclockhits6h30,Lupheloandiwerealreadyontheway

tohishome.im suchanervouswreckinthiscarican'tsitstill.

Luphelo:breathebabybreathe,you'regoingtofine...myparents

don'tbite.

isighed.

Me:I'lltry.

Luphelo:don'tworryigotyou.

hewinkatme,igiggled.

Luphelo:that'sit,youlookgorgeous.Chumiisgoingtobejealous

.



ismiled.

Me:thanks,youlookhandsometoo.

Luphelo:iknow.

Me:mxm .

welaughed.

wearrivedathishomeandparkedonthedriveway,thehouseis

bigandbeautifulontheoutside,Lupheloopenedthedoorforme

thenweheadtowardsthehousewithourhandsintertwined.he

openedthedoorthenwegotinside.

Luphelo:we'rehome!!(Yelling)

ilookedaroundthehouse,itisbeautifulandveryneat.Ithas

thatmotherlyloveyouKnow.Chumisacamerunningandjumped

onhisbrotherwholaughedcatchingherthenkissedherforehead

.

Chumisa:MolweniLovebirds.

Me:hilove.

wehuggedthenshekissedmycheek.

Chumisa:you'resobeautifulim jealous.

ilookatLuphelowhowinkedatme.

Me:thankyoubaby.youlookbeautifultoo.

Luphelo:okaylet'sgo.

hetookmyhandthenledmetothediningroom whereeveryone



is,heclearedhisthroatthentheyalllookedatus.

Luphelo:family,thisisHlombekaziDikana.Theloveofmylife.

Chumani:tsimadoda!

ilaughedsilently,Chumaniiscrazy.hisparentssmiledatusthen

stoodupwalkingtowardsus.hismotherhuggedme-shesmells

good.

MrsS:nicetoseeyouagainBrownie,you'rebeautiful.

ismiled.

Me:thankyouMa.

thenhisfathercametohugmetoo.

MrS:ndiyavuyaukubonakwakhonanontombi.(Nicetoseeyou

againmygirl)

Me:ndiyabulelatata.(thanksfather)

Chumani:MissBrownz!longtimenosee.

Me:indeed.

hehuggedmethenwenttohughisbrotherLupheloandkissed

hisforehead.OnethingIlnoticedaboutChumaniisthatheloves

hisbrothersomuch.hestillseesababyinhim .afterthe

greetingweallsatdownaroundthetable.

MrsS:soBrowniemychild,howareyou?

Me:im fineMathanksforasking...howareyouguys?

MrsS:we'refinebaby,justgettingoldyouknow.



inodded.

MrS:whereareyouworkingnowsinceyouresignedatthe

company?

Me:im anursenow.

MrsS:wow,that'simpressive.

Me:thankyouMa.

Luphelo:hayenoughwiththechitchat,canweeatalready?

welaughed.

Chumisa:im withyouonthatbrother.

welaughedthendishedupforourselves,MrsStatusaidgrace

thenweate.

whilewewerestilleatingandlaughingatChumani'slamejokes.

MeStatuseniorclearedhisthroatgettingeveryone'sattention.

MrS:i'dliketotakethischancetothankyouHlombekazi

mntanam foreverythingyoudid.BringingourLupheloback.For

beingthepurposeofhim fixinghislifeandbehappyagain!ndithi

enkosimamqoma.thankyoufornotgivinguponhim andstood

byhim ineverythinghedoes.thankyouforeverythingthatyou

did.youKnowiwasalwaysworriedaboutmyson-hedidn'tcare

aboutanythinghewasjustsomeonewhodidn'tknowwhether

he'sgoingforwardorbackwardsbutwhenyoucameintohislife

hestartedtochangethenithankyouforthat.thankyoufor

lovinghim andshowinghim howtoloveandtreatwoman.



hesaidwithtearsinhiseyesmakingeveryoneemotional.

Me:thankyouverymuchtata,itrulyappreciatethis.

Chumisa:Ialsothankyoubrownieforbringingmyoldbrother

back,thehappyLuphelonotthealwaysrudeandgrumpyone.

welaughed.

Chumani:hayndiyakuvumaBrownieuyalikwaziiyeza,ubethe

ubrotherwam wadrunkinlove.bingenantiliziyolento!

welaughedmore.Chumanicanbecrazyattimes.

•••••



CHULUMANCOSTATU.

AftertheamazingDinnerwehadatmyparentshouse,brownie

andiheadstraighttomyhousearoundmidnightsinceIwanted

tosleepnexttoher.thefeelingofwakingupnexttotheloveof

yourlifeisoutofthisworld,itsfuckenamazingyouKnow..

beforewesleptweevenmadesweetshortlovemakingsince

madam wastiredsowesleptafter,thismorningBrowniewoke

meupsayingthatshe'stakingmeoutonadate...imeanisn'tthat

myjob?spoilinganddoingallthosethingsismyjobtohernot

theotherwayaroundbutIknowbetterthantoarguewithmadam

browniewho'sgoingtogivemea3rddegreespeech.

soigotoffthebedandmadeitthentookashower,brushmy

teethandlotionedthenworemyclothesthenheaddownstairs.

Browniewasseatedontopofthecounterwearingherclothes.

Me:andthen?wheredidyougetthoseclothes?didyouwentto

yourhouse.

Brownie:GoodmorningtoyoutooMrStatu,isleptwellthankyou

verymuchforaskingwenahowdidyousleep?

ichuckled.

Me:sorrybabes.

ikissedherlips.

Brownie:yesiwentbacktomyhousetogetfreshclothesandmy

bankcard,areyoureadytogo?



Me:yeahsure,let'sgo.

itookmycarkeysandwalletthenweheadout.

wepulledupatSloppySam restaurantthenweheadinsidewith

ourhandsintertwined,wefoundatablethenwesatdown.

Me:ndifunauOrder.ishathemostexpensivefoodndikboneba

uzokwaziubhatala.

sherolledhereyes.

Brownie:andiyokakamna.(iain'tshit)

iburstoutlaughing.

Me:mxm .

shegiggledthenweordered.

tobecontinued...
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CHULUMANCOSTATU.

ifsomeonewould'vetoldmethatin2yearstimei'dbeheadover

heelsinlovewithsomeoneiwould'velaughedontheirface.i

neverthati,ChulumancoLupheloStatuwouldbeinlovewith

HlombekaziDikana!Ilovebrowniesomuch.she'severythingi

needandwantinawoman.she'sbeenwithmethroughitall-

wheniwasdownshestoodbymeandtriedeverythingshecanto

helpmebutmystubbornassrefuse.wheniwasdealingwithmy

nightmaresshestayedlateatnightwithmecomfortingmeand

puttingmetosleep.

im sogratefultohavesomeonelikeherinmycorner,someonei

loveandtrust.MyMom can'tstoptalkingabouthersince

yesterday-it'sbrowniethis,browniethat.she'scomplimenting



howbeautifulanddowntoearthsheis!im Happythatmyparents

arefondohherbecausethatmostin-lawsdon'tliketheir

children'sgirlfriendsorwivesiguessbrownieisluckythen...

theGentscametovisitmetodayatwork,sinceitsbeenawhile

wespenttimetogether.itoldthem aboutHlombeandi-they

werehappyformespeciallyKungawobutalsoworriedabout

Ayabongawhodisappearedwithoutatrace.he'ssomewhere

acrosstheworldnursinghisbrokehheartorhedoesn'twannabe

foundatall.PhilatoldusthathewantstoproposetoStacey,we

congratulatedhim andwishedhim luckbecausemarriageisn'ta

child'splay-kunzimaphabutifhe'ssureaboutthiswe're100%

behindhim .

Anywayswhentheknockofftimecame,idrovestraighttoDr

hilson'sofficesinceitwasmytherapysession.whenigotthere

shewasstillbusywithanotherclientsoiwaitedoutsidewhile

chattingwithBrownieonmyphonejusttopasstimeuntiliwas

calledin.

Me:Goodafternoondoc.

Dr:AfternoonMrStatu,howareyou?

Me:im goodthanksdoc,howareyou?

Dr:im fine.soyouhavebeendoingverywellintherapyinthe



pastmonthsandI'm proud,you'vebeendoingsofarsogoodand

that'simpressive.yourcasehasbeenreallyhardbutyoupushed

throughandmadeitintheend!manymenouttherehavepridefor

days.theythinkseekinghelpmakesyouweakorattending

therapyisawasteofmoneythentheyBottlethingsupwhichare

goingtocatchupwiththem inthefuture,andI'm gladyoucame

toaskforhelp.whenyoufirstarrivedhereyouwerejustaperson

withnofutureoranything-youdidn'tknowwhetheryou'regoing

towardsorbackwardsuntilyoumetsomeonewhobacameyour

purposeoffixingyourlifeandim totallygratefultothatperson.

sotodaywe'vereachedtheendofoursessions-youpassedwell

allthetestigaveyouwhichisgoodsotodaywe'relettinggo.

we'relettinggoofeverythingthatholdsusback.soyousee

thoseplatesoverthere?you'regoingtowritedowneverything

thatyouwannaletgothenwitheverywordyouthrowtheplateon

thewalldoyouunderstand?

inodded.

Me:yesdoc,iunderstand.

Dr:Good,nowcome.

westoodupandwalkedtowardsatablethathadthepileof

plates-shegavemeapaperandapen.

Dr:nowwritedowneverythingyouwannaletgo,yourfearsand

allthatthengivethepapertomeback.

inoddedandwrotedownthethingsiwannaletgo:

NIGHTMARES



NOZETHU

HATE

FEAROFBEINGTOUCHED

TRUSTISSUESTOWARDSWOMEN

FEARTOLOVE.

Dr:done?

Me:yes.

ihandedherthepaper,shelookedatitandnodded.

Dr:NIGHTMARES!

ithrewtheplateonthewall,itbroke.

Dr:NOZETHU!

ithrewanotheroneonthewall.

Dr:HATE!

ithrewanotheroneonthewall.

Dr:FEAROFBEINGTOUCHED!

ithrewtheplateonthewall.

Dr:TRUSTISSUESTOWARDSWOMEN!

ithrewanotherone,iwasalreadybreathingheavilyandsweating.

Dr:welldoneMeStatu.



icouldn'tholditanymoreIjustbrokedownandcried,icouldn't

believethatim free!imadeit,ifeltliketheburdenhasbeenlifted

offmyshoulders.

Drhilsonpattedmeontheshoulder.

Dr:im proudofyou,rememberthisisnottheendoftheroadfor

us.ifyouhavenightmaresagainoryouwannatalkabout

somethingyoucancometome.

inodded.

Me:thankyousomuchdoctor.

Dr:you'rewelcome.

itookmythingsandheadout,igotinsidemycaranddroveoff..

••••

HLOMBEKAZIDIKANA.

AfterworkLuphelocametofetchme,hewasdownlookslikehe

wasalsocrying.iaskedaboutitbuthesaidhe'sfinesoilethim

be.ithoughtwhenhecametofetchme-hewasgoingtodrop

meoffathomebutwearehereinthegraveyardsat6h30inthe

afternoon,itwasbitdarkandwindy.mymindwasalready

thinkingalotofthingsaboutghostsandallthat.we'restandingin

frontofagraveofNOZETHUMENDU.idon'tknowwhyweare

herebutiwon'task.



Luphelocrotchedinfrontofthegraveandlookedatitwithasmile

onhisface.

Luphelo:yaziusedtocomehereeveryyeartoseethatyou're

readydead,iusedtocomehereandspatonthisgraveorpeeon

itbuttodayI'm notheretodoallthat.

ikeptquietwaitingforhim tocontinue..

Luphelo:todayI'm heretotellyouthatiforgiveyouforeverything

thatyoudidtome,I'm heretotellyouthatI'm freefrom your

chains!I'm heretotellyouthatyou'renolongerhavethatholdof

me.iletgoofyou,thehateihadforyou,thefearofloving.the

fearofbeingtouched.im lettinggoofyou.ihopeyourestin

peace.

withthatsaidhewalkedaway,iwalkedcloselybehindhim -we

gotinsidethecaranddrovewithoutsayinganywordtoeach

other.

Me:im proudofyou.

helookedatmeandsmiled.

Luphelo:iloveyou.

Me:youKnowiloveyoutoo.

hekissedmyhandthewedrovestraighttomyflat.thisiswhat

heneeded,mylove.he'sminetoloveandonlymylovecanfix
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NARRATED.

Themonthspassed,everythinghasbeengoingverywellforthe

Lovebirds.theywereverymunchinlovewitheachotheritwas

likenothingcancomebetweenthem.Browniealsointroduced

LuphelotoHlomlaandherhusbandoverdinneratherhouse

whichwashostedbyHlomla.Sandiso(Hlomla'shusband)really

gaveLuphelohardtimebutyouknowLupheloaschilledasheis,

hewaspatientbecausebrowniewasallworth.Hlomlaalsogave

Lupheloachancetoprovehimselfthathe'stherightpersonfor

Brownie-they'reveryoverprotectiveofherafterwhathappened

toAyabongasotheydon'twannarepeatethesamemistake.Miss

Browniefinallybroughtthecarshealwayswantedtobutwiththe

helpofLupheloofcourse,shewassohappyshe'scouldn't

believethather,HlombekaziDikanaownsawholeentirecar!

Luphelowaspleasedtoseehisgirlfriendhappylikethis.it



warmedhisheartbecausehevowedtomakeBrowniehappyas

longasshelives-shewillalwaysbehappy.

MonthsreallypassedbutstillAyabongahasn'tcomeback,his

friendswerestartingtogetworriednowandtriedlookingforhim

butnothing.BonganihassuspectedthatLuphelokilledAyabonga

buthedidn'tvoiceitoutwithoutevidenceandalsodidn'twantto

angerLuphelobutthepoorLupheloisinnocent.hedidn'tdo

anythingtoAyabonga!Ayabongaissomewhereintheworld

thinkingofaplantokillsomeone.

PhiladidproposedtoStacey,tosayshewashappywouldan

understatementshewasoverthemoon!shecouldn'tbelievethat

shewasangagedtotheloveofherlife.Philawasalsohappyand

relievedatthesametimebecausehethoughtStaceywasgoing

torejecthisproposalbutshedidtheopposite.sothegirlsand

guysplannedapartytocelebratethenewlyengagedcouple.

Browniewasveryexcitedforherfrienditwastotallyobviousfrom

herface.sotheyinvitedalltheguyswiththeirgirlfriendsorwives

,evenAlunamdawasheresinceLuyandaandhisGirlfriend

Enkosiwerealsohere,soEnkosiinvitedhersister.Alunamda

didn'twanttobeheresincesheknewthatshewon'tbeableto

watchHlombeandLupheloplayingloveydoveyinfrontofherbut

shedidn'thavemuchchoice-Enkosiforcedhertocome.

itwasaround3pm intheSaturdayafternoonatPhila'shouse,



wherethepartywillbeheldat.itwasactuallyapoolpartytobe

specific-girlswouldberockingbikini'sandguyswouldbe

rockingem'ebswithshortsyouknow.thehousewastotallyfull

withmusicblastingthroughthespeakers,everyonewasenjoying

theirtimewhilesippingonthebeveragesordancingtothemusic

playing.

notknowingthatoutsidethegate,Ayabongawasstandingthere

withagunonhishavewaitingforclearviewofBrowniesothathe

canshoot.hemeantwhathesaid.ifhecan'thavebrowniethen

noonewillhaveher.unluckilyBrowniewascalledasidebyAlu

sinceshewantedtocauseadramabytellingherwhatHappened

betweenherandLupheloatthebusinesstrip.

Luphelowasseatedwiththeguysbythepoolwatchinghas

brownietalkingwithAlunamdabythecorner,hewantedtogoto

them butKungawostoppedhim becausehemustnotworry

aboutanythingwhathappenedbetweenisinthepast,it

happenedbeforehedatedBrowniesoherelaxedbutdidn'tstop

watchingthem .whilehewasstillwatchingthem something

caughthiseye.areddotonBrownie'sheart.heknewwhatthat

wassoherantowardsbrownieshoutinghernamethenjumpedin

frontofherbuthewasalreadylate!thebullethasalreadyhired

brownieonheart.Luphelofelldownonhiskneesshooting

brownietowakebutinvain.theplacewasinchaosnow!

everyonescreamingandmakingnoise.Luphelohasbrought

brownie'sbodyclosertohischestsobbing.Kungawochecked



brownie'spulsebuttherewasnone.

Kungawo:im sorrybawo,she'sgone.

Luphelo:Noooooooooo!

thenhisphonebeeped,Kungawocheckedit,itwasamessage

from unknownnumber.

"ITOLDYOU,IFICAN'THAVEHER.NOONEWILL."

THEEND...


