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Introduction

.

ForweeksnowI'venoticedmyfathersneaking

outofthebedroomheshareswithmymother

andgoingintomy16yearoldsister'sbedroom

atnightwhenweareallsupposedtobe

sleeping.OftentimesItossandturnwith

heartache&angerasIhearthesoft&muffled

sobsofmysister.Ithinkourmotherknows

aboutthisbutfeels"powerless",myfatheris

thesolebreadwinnerathomewithouthimwe

aregoingtosufferbutIamstrugglingtokeep

thisinmuchlonger.I'vebeenthinkingof

reportinghimtothepoliceoreveninforming

socialworkersbutwhatwouldbecomeofmy

sister&mother?Theirfuture&wellbeing?

Whowilllookafterthem,ImeanI'mstilltrying

tomakeendsmeet.Currentlydoingmyfirst



yearinuniversityandnowthisrecentdiscovery,

itpainsmetothinkofwhatmysistermustbe

goingthroughhowthiswholethingmustbe

makingherfeelandhowpowerlessshemust

bebutwhowouldbelieveme?I'matroubled

teenmyself,drinkandgooutregularly,always

beentheproblemchildathomebutnowI'min

universityIhadtochangemywaysinorderto

getaccepted&formyfathertopaymyfees.

Nowthis!Aaahfuckman,fuckthatbastard!

"Triiiiiii!"Thatwastheloudsoundofmyalarm,I

hadn'tevengottenanysleepanditwas

morningalready.Thisthingwithmydad&

sisterwasreallyweighingheavyonme ,I

switchedmyalarmoffandgotoutofbedtoget

readyfortheday.

AftermyshowerIwentbacktomyroomand

mybedhadalreadybeenmade,that'smy

motherforyou.Sheisagreatmotherbelieve

me,I'mjustfailingtounderstandhowshecan't



protectheronlydaughter.Isnappedoutofmy

thoughtsandcarriedongettingready.Woremy

navychinoshorts,whiteT-shirtandwhite

Reeboksneakers.

"Zweli!!"-mymomshouted.

Me:"I'mcomingma!"Iquicklysprayedsome

colonandwentdownstairsforbreakfast.

Everyonehadalreadytakentheirsitsjust

waitingforme.

Me:"Goodmorning"

Father:"You'relateforbreakfastagain"

Me:"Myapologiesfather"

Him:"Wearenotgoingtobeheldbackbyyou

everymorning,understand?"

Me:"Yessir"helookedatmother

Him:"Passmethesalt"shequicklypassedhim

thesaltandhesprinkleditonhiseggs.Ilooked

atmysister,shehadlostsomuchweightand



evenhadbagsunderhereyesfromthelackof

sleep.

Me:"Babi"shelookedupatmeandfakeda

smile

Her:"Bhuti"

Me:"Youdon'tlookwell,maybeIshouldtake

youtothedoctorIonlyhaveoneclasstoday"

Her:"NobhutiI'mfine"

Me:"YouarenotfineBabalwa,afterfirst..."

"Zwelibanzi!"Myfatherroared.

Me:"Sheisnotwell!"

Him:"Shesaidsheisfinenoweatyourdamn

breakfast!"

Mother:"Babapleasecalmdown"

Him:"Vuyinotnow"Istoodupfromthetable

"SitdownZwelibanzi"

Me:"I'velostmyappetite"IlookedatBabalwa



whowasn'teating"GotakeyourbagBabisowe

canleave"sheclimbedoffherchairandheaded

tothelounge.

Itookmybackpack&carkeysthenwewentto

thecar,Icouldhearbabashoutingatmafor

gettinginvolvedintheargumentjustnow.I'm

startingtohatethatman.

BythewayIamZwelibanziKumkaniBooi,aged

20.Takethisjourneywithme
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OnthewaytoBabalwa'sschoolshewasquiet

lookingoutthewindow,wellshe'salwaysbeen

ofaquietnaturebutIwishshecouldopenup

tomesothatIcanhelpher.HellI'mstruggling

totacklethissituationmyself!Thisisway

biggerthanmebutseeingastheoneperson

whoshouldbeprotectingBabiistheone

hurtingherthemostandourmotherisn'tdoing



anythingaboutit,it'suptometoactandspark

somechange.Helpmysisterbeforethis

damagesherpsychologicalhealthmorethan

anythingbecausethat'shardtorepair.

Istoppedinfrontofherschool.

Me:"Babi"shelookedmyway

Her:"Bhutwami"

Me:"YouknowI'mhereforyouifyouneed

anythingright?ImeananythingBabalwa,Idon't

carehowbigyouthinkitis.Iwantyoutofind

refugeinme"shenodded"Doyouwanttotell

mesomething?"Shelookedawaynervously&

shookherhead.

Ireachedoutforherhandandshejumped.

Me:"I'msorry"shebrokedownthere&thenlike

she'sbeenwaitingtoletitallout,Iwrappedmy

armsaroundherasIcomfortedher"I'msorry

Babi,Iknowwhathe'sdoingbutIneedyouto

tellmeeverythinginorderformetohelp



please"sheshookherhead"PleaseBabi"

Shepulledoutofthehugandwipedhertears.

Her:*sniffs*"Noonewillbelieveme"

Me:"IbelieveyouBabalwa"

Her:"Bhutiyoucan'thelpme"sheopenedthe

door"Thankyoufortheride"

Me:"BabalwaI'mstilltalkingtoyou"

Her:"I'mgoingtobelateforschoolZwe"she

closedthedoor.

Iopenedmywindowandheldoutherlunch

money,shecameandtookitthenwalkedaway.

Sigh,howamIsupposedtohelpsomeonewho

refusestoopenuptome?Asifthiswhole

situationisn'tdifficultalready!Imeanmeeven

thinkingofgoingagainstmyfathercouldhave

medeniedmebymywholefamilyforshaming

myfather,thiswholethingisjustcomplicated.

Notaseasyasmejustgoingtothepolice,I'll



needproof.WhatifBabalwadecidesnottotell

thetruthandprotectshim?That'swhyIneed

hertoopenuptome,thatisthefirststeptous

fixingthissituationandgettinghelp.

Thebellrangdisturbingmefrommythoughts,I

startedthecar&droveofftopickupmy

girlfriend.WhenIgotthereshewasalready

outsidelookingannoyed.

Igotoffthecarandmademywaytoher,she

didn'tlookimpressedatall.

Me:"I'msorrybaby,Ihadafightwithdadthis

morningandalsohadsomeissueswithBabi

butI'msorry"shehandedmealunchbox

Her:"Ipackedyoubreakfastbutitscoldnow"

Me:"BabyI'msorry"Ihuggedherandkissed

herneckrepeatedly&shegavein,Ilookedat

herandshewassmiling"Morningmyqueen"

Her:"MorningKumkani"



Me:"Mhmmmloveitwhenyoucallme

Kumkani"Iwinkedatherandshegiggled

"Thankyouforbreakfast"shepeckedmylips

Her:"You'rewelcome.Let'sgo"

Me:"Aproperkissbeforewegofirst"Ipouted

Her:"Myparentsarestillhomebaby"Ipulled

herbehindthewallwheretheycouldn'tseeus

andshepulledmeintoadeephungrykiss,it

lastedforawhilethenshepulledoutand

lookedatmesmiling."Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoumoreImi"Ipeckedherlipsthen

heldherhandaswewalkedtothecar.Iopened

thedoorforherandaftershegotinIshutthe

doorandIwentovertomyside.

AssoonasIstartedthecarsheconnectedthe

auxtohercellphoneandplayedhermusicbutI

didn'tmindcausewemoreorlesshadthe

samemusictastebuttodaysheplayedasong

thatreallytouchedme"Sade_Pearls",itmoved



meandIguessshenoticedcauseIfelther

touchonmyshoulder.Ilookedatherasshe

lookedatmewithconcernedeyes

Her:"Youokay?"Inodded"Babe..."Itookher

handandkissedit

Me:"I'mokaybabyjustthesonghitsome

nerves"

Her:"Wannatalkaboutit?"

Me:*smiles*"I'mgoodbaby"Istoppedatared

lightandquicklystoleakissthenplacedmy

handonherhighsqueezingit"I'mfine"

Her:"Okay,doyouhavepracticetoday?"

Iplayedrugbyfortheschoolsfirstteam,

somethingIwasreallypassionateaboutand

wantedtodoprofessionallybutbabasaidIfirst

needtogetadegreebeforehecanconsiderme

doingitfull-timeprofessionallyandbecauseI

couldn'tdoitwithoutfinancialaid,hereIam

doingmyfirstyearinanthropology.Alotof



peoplehaveaskedmewhatexactlyis

anthropologywellitisacomparativestudyof

culturalandhumanlifethatofficiallybecame

anacademicdisciplineduringthe20thcentury

andwhatI'llbasicallybedoingisgoinginto

societiesandstudyinghowtheyliveby

becomingonewiththecommunity.ButI'mnot

yetcertainifthat'swhatIwanttomajorin

becauseI'mafamilymanandwithbeingan

anthropologistI'llbeawayfromhomealotso

mytwomajorsatthemomentareanthropology

&neuro-psychology,I'lldecideinthefinalyear

ofmyB/Adegree.

Backtonowthough! Ididkindagetcarried

awaytheredidn'tI .

Me:"Yeahwehavepracticebabe,preparingfor

nextweek'smatch"

Her:"Ohokay,I'lluberhomethen"

Me:"Needmoney?"



Her:"Stillhavemyallowanceandbesidesyou

promisedtotakeBabi&Itothemovies,Ithink

sheneedsit.Shedidsayshewantstotalkto

meaboutsomething"

WehadjustarrivedincampussoIparkedthe

carandlookedather.

Me:"Aboutwhat?"

Her:"Shedidn'tsayKumkani"

Me:"Whateveryouguysdiscussdon'tdiscuss

itwithanybodyelsebutme,understand?"

Her:"Excuseme?"

Me:"Iminamdoyouunderstandme?"

Her:"Yesgeez!WhenhaveIeverspreadgossip

Kumkani?Idon'tknowwhatisupwithyouthis

morningbutstopbeingagrumpifyounot

goingtotalktomeaboutwhat'sbotheringyou"

shegrabbedherbackpackfromthebackseat

andopenedthedoor,Iquicklyheldherhand



andsheshootmeanevillook.Okayshe'sbeing

serious.

Her:"LetmegoBanzi"

Me:"Baby..."Shelookedatmyhandthatwas

holdinghersthenbackatmeandIletgo.

Her:"Seeyouafterclass."

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,everything

isjustgoingsourformetoday.

AnywayaftermyfirstclassIquicklywenttothe

studentcentreandboughtpizzaslices,

coldrinks&Manhattansourbeans,quickly

warmedtheeggs&baconImihadmademe

thismorningthenwenttoourspot.WhenIgot

thereshewassittingonherlaptopwithher

earphonesconnected.Shelookedupandsaw

methenpulledthemoff&smiledatme.

Her:"Hey"shestoodupandpeckedmylips

beforesittingonthetable,Isatnexttoherand

gaveherthefoodIhadbought."I'msorryabout



thismorningbaby,shouldn'thavewalkedaway

fromyoulikethat"

Me:"Itsokay,I'malsosorryfortakingmy

issuesoutonyou"

Her:"Wanttotalkaboutwhat'sbotheringyou?"

Me:"Notnowbaby"

Her:"Okaythen,whenyou'reready"Inodded

andpeckedherforehead.Ilovehersomuch

butI'mnotreadytosharewhat'sgoingonat

homewithher,notuntilBabiiscomfortable

withtellingmewhat'sgoingon.

Me:"Let'seat"shenoddedandquickly

switchedherlaptopoffbeforeweindulgedin

ourfood,shewasn'tthetypethatwasshyto

eatinfrontofherboyfriendshewasfree

aroundme.

GodIlovethisgirl,withthemessedupshit

that'shappeninginmyliferightnowsheisthe

onlythingthatseemstobegoingrightforme



andnoweweren'thighschoolsweethearts.We

metatOrientationandsincethenwehavebeen

stucktogetherlikeglue.

•

Thisisjustanintroductiontoourmain

characterslife,pleasetellmewhatyouguys

think
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AftersupperBabalwainsistedthatwewatch

movies,itwasFridaynightsoshecouldstayup

late.Weweregoingtowatchthemoviesinmy

roomsinceIhada2sittercouchandtvthereit

wasconvenient,Iwantedtousethis

opportunitytotalktoheragaincauseI'mtired

ofthewaythingsaregoinginthishouse.Ifeel

suffocated&uncomfortable,Ican'tkeepon

pretendingeverythingisokayandsitatthe

sametablewiththatsickmanIcallafather.I



despiseeveryminuteofit!!I'mangry!Fuming!!

Fuckman!

NothingIhatemorethanhavingtoplayhappy

familywiththatbastardofafather.

"Zwe.."Babalwacalledout,shehadabowlof

popcorninheronehandandherfleeceblanket

intheother.

Myfacesoftenedupandshesmiled,whydidhe

havetodothistoher.Ihatehim!Calmdown

Kumkani.

Itookadeepbreathout.

Me:"Comeandsit,I'mlookingforamoviefor

ustowatch"

Her:"Amovie?"Shesatnexttome"Thought

wearewatchingmovies!"

Me:*chuckles*"OkaywhateveryouwantBabi"

shesmiledandcoveredherselfwithherblanket

thenplacedthebowlofpopcornonherlap.



Her:"Let'swatchaSci-Fimoviefirst"

Me:*smiles*"Youalreadyknowit"

Ifinallyfoundamovieforustowatchand

pressedplaythenleanedbackonthecouch.

Me:"Howwasschool?"

Her:"Itwasokay"

Me:"Yousure?"

Her:"Bhutissshh!Themovie"Ifakedasmile

thenshiftedmyfocustothetvscreen.

Shewasn'tokay,doesn'tmatterhowhardshe

triedtoputupafrontshewasalreadybroken.

Ourfather*chuckles*thatniggareallydida

numberonherbutnotanymore.Iamtiredof

hisdisgustingbullshit.

Itriedbyallmeanstoconcentrateonthemovie,

halfwaythroughitmybedroomdooropened.

BabiandIshiftedourfocusfromthetvscreen

tothedoorandtherehestood.Babalwa



secretlyheldontomyhandtight.

Him:"It'slateVuyelwa"hewasreferringto

Babalwa

Me:"It'sFridaynight"

Him:"Vuyelwa"shelookedatmewithbegging

eyes

Me:"Dadit'sFridaycanyoujustletusbe

please"hestoodstillforawhilethenfinallysaid

"okay"andwalkedout.Patheticreally,Ihate

thatman

AssoonasheleftBabiletoutaloudsigh.

Me:"It'sokay"shenodded"hewon'tstop

Babalwa"

Her:"Iknow"

Me:"LetmehelpyouBabi"sheshookherhead

Her:"Itwillruineverything,mamawon'tbeable

totakeit"



Me:"Babalwa..."

Her:"Youhavetofinishyourstudies,ifhegoes

tojailthenyourdreamswillgodownthedrain"

Me:"Babalwa!"

Her:*chuckles*"Itjusthadtobeme,hehasa

wife.Iknowshe'ssickbutthis..."

Me:"Waitwhatdoyoumeanmamaissick?"

Her:"Youdidnotknow?"

Me:"KnowwhatBabalwa?"

Her:"Mamasuffersfromdepressionand

anxiety,Ithoughtyouknew"

Me:"Whatthehell?Whydon'tIknowabout

this"

Her:"Shewasdiagnosedwhenyouwerein

boardingschool"

Me:"Areyoushittingonmerightnow?"

Her:"IthoughtyouknewZwe"



Me:"I'msurehecausedit,thatsick

psychopath!"

Idon'tknowwhatcameovermethenextthingI

knowthebowlofpopcornisonthefloorandI

chargedforthedoor.

"Zweli!"Shehalfshoutedthenranforthedoor

andstoodinfrontofit.

Her:"YouaregoingtogetmeintroubleZwe

pleasecalmdown"

Me:"He'sbreakingyouguysandyouexpect

metojustsit&watch!"

Her:"shhh!Zweplease"herfacewaswetwith

tears,sheputherhandoverhermouth"please"

Ipulledherintomyarmsandshesilentlycried,

sodidI .ThisismorefuckedupthanI

thought,itswaybiggerthanmebutI'mnot

goingtothrowinthetowelnoway.Ineedtodo

something.



Me:"I'msorry"shenodded"Youcansleephere

today"shelookedatmewithasmilethen

quicklysqueezedme

Her:"Thankyou"Ikissedthecrownofherhead,

pulledoutofthehugandwipedhertearsthen

shewipedminesmiling.

Idon'tknowhowshemanagedtowith

everythingthat'sgoingon.

IletherhavethebedwhileIsleptonthecouch,

Iwantedhertofeelcomfortable.AssoonasI

heardhersnoringIfellintoadeepslumbertoo.

"Zweli"someoneshookme.

Me:"Mh.hm"

"NatashaisdownstairswithLubanzi,wakeup"

itwasmymom.Ilookedather

Me:"I'mcoming"shestoodtherewaitingfor

metostandup"Mama"

Her:"5minutesZwe"



Me:"Okay"

Sheopenedthecurtainsandwindowsthen

walkedoutofmyroom.Iwasnowalone,I

draggedmyselftothebathroom.Iquickly

brushedmyteeththenshowered,whenIwas

donewitheverythingIworemyblack

sweatpantsandablackT-shirtthenmademy

waydownstairs.

"InhereZweli!"Sheshoutedfromthelounge

andImademywaythere,youcouldhearthe

laughteranditwasbecauseofNatasha

probablytellingma&Babiabouthownaughty

Lubanziis.

Lubanziisour2yearoldson,wehadhimwhile

wewerestillinhighschool.Notproudofthis

butheismyson.

"Morning"IsaidassoonasIentered.

Ma:"Isaid5minutesZweli"

Me:"Iknowmaeishsorry"IlookedatNatasha



andwinked"hey,sorryforkeepingyouwaiting"

Her:"it'sokay"

Me:"howareyou?"Ilookedaroundthelounge

"whereishe?"

Her:"I'mfine,heisasleepinBabalwa'sroom"

mastoodupandleftsodidBabi.

Isatonthecouchacrosshers.

Me:"Thoughtyouwereonlybringinghimnext

weekTash"

Her:"IknowbutIhaveaninterviewMonday

morning,I'dliketoprepareforitandyouknowI

can'tdothatwithBanziaround"

Me:"Interview?"

Her:"Justpart-timework,weneedtostart

savingforJunior"

Me:"Okay,wherearehisthings?"

Her:"EverythingisinBabalwa'sroom"Inodded



"Ishouldgetgoing"

Me:"Okay"Istoodup"letmewalkyouout"she

stoodup,tookherhandbagandfixedherself.

"Ma,Tashisleaving!"Ishouted

Sheappearedfromthekitchendoorframe.

Her:"Safetripbaby,thankyouforbringingJr

over"

Natasha:*smiles*"Noproblemma,ifhegives

youanyproblemsyoucancallme"

Me:"IcanhandlemysonNatasha"

Her:*clearsthroat*"Byema"

Wewalkedout.

Her:"You'llneverstop"

Me:"Notthisagain,youcametodrophimoff.

It'sdonenowyoucanleave,Idon'twanttofight

withyou"

Her:*sighs*"ImissyouZweli,Imissus"



Me:"Tash"wewerenowstandingbythegate,

herdriverwaswaitingoutside.

Her:"ZweliyouknowhowmuchIloveyou,why

areyoupunishingme?"

Me:"Punishingyou?You'retheonewhoended

usNatasha!"

Her:"Because!!Becauseyouweren'tmaking

timeforusZweli,allyoucaredaboutwasBanzi

andrugbybutImissyoubabyplease"

Me:"I'vemovedon"

Her:"Doyouloveher?"Inodded"morethan

me?"Shestartedgettingteary

Me:"Tashaplease"Ihatedseeinghercry,truth

isIlovedheryesmorethanIminamevenbut

wecouldneverworkout.Wefoughttoomuch,

weweretoxicforeachotherandIdon'tneed

thatnotwitheverythinggoingonathome.

Me:"Comehere"Ipulledherintoahug"Ihate



seeingyoucry"Ikissedthetopofherheadand

inhaledthescentofherhair.Afterawhileshe

calmeddownandwesatonthepavement.

Me:"Youknowwhywearen'ttogetherright?"

Shenodded"Sowhydoyouwantustogoback

there?Alwaysunhappyandarguing"

Her:"ItwillbedifferentZweli,I'llchange"I

shookmyhead

Me:"You'reperfectjustthewayyouare,but

youandIweren'tmeanttobe.Iloveyouyesbut

togetherweweren'thappyTash"Isighed

"Maybeinfuturewecantryagainbutrightnow

letsfocusonraisingoursonokay?"Shenodded,

Istoodup."Goodluckonyourinterviewon

Monday"

Her:"Thanks"shecouldn'tlookatme,shehad

hereyesonthefloorandwasbusyfiddlingwith

herfingers

Me:"You'llletmeknowwhenyouwanttofetch



Banzi"

"yeah"shesaidinalowtone.

Isighedthenwalkedintotheyardandclosed

thegate.Assoonassheheardthegateclose

sheletitalloutandithadmefuckedupbutI

wasdoingthisforher,forustobehappynot

miserablelikewewerewhenweweretogether.

•

•

NATASHA

∆

IloveZwelisomuch,Iknowhelovesmetoo.I

guessmyinsecuritiesmixedwithhisanger

issuesweretoxicandwerethereasonwhyour

relationshipended.Iwishhehadbeenmore

patientwithme,Iwasjustscaredthathewould

findsomeoneelsewhowasbetterthanme

afterIhadJunior.Ilostallmyconfidence,he



triedassuringmethatnogirlstoodachance

andonlyIhadthekeytohisheartbutitwas

hardconsideringallthatattentionhegotfrom

girls.

Zweliisasportyguy,he'shandsomeandhasa

vibetohimgirlslovethatnottomentionhis

familybeingwealthybutIsawmorethanthat.

Heiscaring,veryprotectiveandloving

partner .AlwaysmadesureIknewhow

specialIwasandthatwasalwayshonestbut

histemper! OhLordZwelihasabadtemper,

hehasneverhitmenobuthistemperisbad!

Irememberhowhetoreupmybedroom

becauseofapictureIhadpostedonInstagram,

wellIwasinabikiniandhehatedthefactthatI

hadexposedmybodyforeveryonetosee.What

angeredhimevenmorewerethecomments

madebysomeoftheguysunderthatcertain

picture,Zwelinotonlyhasabadtemperbutisa

veryjealousandcontrollingpartnerbutstillI



lovedhim.HewasdominantandIfoundthat

veryattractivebutIruinedeverythingwithmy

insecurities.

WhenIaskedforustotakeabreakhetook

offence,thoughtIwasjustlookingforwaysto

endusbutIwasn't.Ijustwantedustobreath

andthinkofwaystobetterourrelationshipfor

thesakeofourson!

"Baartman"mydrivercalledoutdisturbingmy

trailofthought.

Him:"We'rehere"Ilookedoutsidethewindow

andwewerehome

Me:"Thankyou"Iwasabouttoopenthedoor

whenhesaid

"Holdyourheaduphighandeverythingis

gonnabealright"

Ilookedbackathimandsmiled

Me:"Thankyou"henodded.



Iwalkedinsidethehouseandmymomwasin

thelounge

Her:"Heybaby,howdiditgo?"Isighed"Awww

pumpkin"shemadeherwaytomeand

embracedmeinherarms"Atleastyoutried

nana,heknowsyoulovehim.You'vedoneyour

part,nowjustfocusonyouandjuniorokay?"I

nodded"nowgotoyourroomandpreparefor

thatinterviewprincess"

Me:"Thanksmommy"

•

•

BABALWA

∆

WheredoIevenbegin?Howitallstartedright?

*chuckles*it'ssickreallyhowwehavecometo

thispoint,notthatweweretheperfectfamily

butwewerehappyonceuponatime.Theonly



problemwehadwasmyolderbrotherwhowas

alwaysgettingintroubleuntilmyfatherfinally

decidedthatheneededtogotoboarding

schoolafterhegotNatashapregnant,butyou

seethatwastheonly"REAL"problemwehadin

theBooihouseholdbackthenbutnow

Wowmyownfather,amanIconsideredmy

heroisbreakingme.Idon'tknowwhoIam

anymore,I'velosttouchwiththerealmethe

minutehesawmeinasexuallightapartofme

died.ThefirsttimeithappenedIwasoblivious

towhatwasgoingon,evenafterithappened.I

didn'tknowhowtoreact,Ididn'tcryoranything

IwasinshockandIhadnoone.Zweliwasin

boardingschoolandmymotherhadjustbeen

admittedtoapsychiatricwardbecauseher

anxiety&depression,Idon'tknowwhatledher

tothatpointallIknowisI'dfallasleeptothe

soundofhercriesalmosteverynightuntilone

daywhereshejustsatunresponsiveand



oblivioustowhatwasgoingonaroundher.Ever

sincethatdayIhavebeenmyfather'ssex

machine,heclaimsit'smydutytoservehimas

mymother'sdaughtersincemymomcan

longerfulfillherwifelydutiesinthebedroom.

Ifeelsodirtyanddisgusting,I'vethoughtof

suicidesomanytimesbutthatwouldpushmy

mothertotheedge.She'stoofragile.

"Vuyelwa"myheartdroppedinstantly,Ilooked

upandhewasstandingbythedoor.

Me:"Tata"

Him:*smirks*"Howismyprincessdoing?"I'm

dyinginside!!Ineedyourprotectioninstead

you'retheoneI'mafraidof

Me:"I'mfine"

Him:"Okay,good."Hewalkedinsideandclosed

thedoor"Iwantustotrysomethingnewtoday"

Ishifteduncomfortableonmybed



Him:"Haveyouheardoforalsexbefore?"I

shookmyhead"don'tworrydaddywillteach

youprincess"

Hetookouthisphoneandshowedmeavideo,I

wasmorethandisgusted!

Whenthevideowascametoanend,heplaced

hisphoneonthebed.Tookmyhandintohis

andIwasalreadytreming!Hetookmyhand

andplaceditonhisharderection,atearfell

downmycheek.

Me:"DaddypleaseIdon'twanttodothis

pleaseI'mbeggingyouplease"

Him:"Vuyelwa"

Me:"lookLubanziissleepingwithmewecan't"

Ihopedhavingjuniorinmyroomwouldhelpbut

hewasn'tphasedinfacthecompletelyignored

hispresence.

Him:"He'sjustakid"Iswallowed"Nowbea

goodgirl,don'tboreme"



Me:"Idon'tknowhowtodothis"hegrowled

andstoodupfrustratedthenslappedme

Him:"Don't"heunbuckledhispantsashe

stoodinfrontofme,grabbedthebackofmy

headandforcedhispenisintomymouthhe

beganmovingin&outtakingdeeperstrokes

everythingtimeandIwasstrugglingtobreath

whileheenjoyedhimself.

Mybedroomdooropenedandhequicklypulled

hispenisoutofmymouthbutitwastoolate.

Zwelihadalreadyseenitall.

Zweli:"Yousickpieceofshit!!"Hechargedat

himandthrewinapunch.Ifeltsicktomy

stomach,threwuprightthereandthen!

Zweliwasfeastingonhimandwitheachpunch

hishandcameoutbloodier!Iscreamedforhim

tostop.

"Zweliyougoingtokillhim!!!!"Ishoutedandit

wokeLubanziup,Iquicklywenttohimand



coveredhiseyes.Hewastooyoungtoseeall

this,IkeptscreamingforZwelitostopbuthe

wouldn't.Evenhissonbegankickingand

screamingnow,Zweliabruptlystopped

punchingdadandIsawthelookofhorrorinhis

eyes.Dadwasn'tmovinganymore.

"What'sgoingon..."Shefrozeatthedoor

Her:"Zweli"

Him:"Mama"helookedscared,Iwashorrified!

Her:"Zwe..."Shefaintedrightthereandthen.

Zweliwasonhiskneeslookingatdad.

Me:"Zweliumama!"Nothing"Zweliman!"

Insert3

∆

Ilookedatmyfatherashelaidthere

motionlessandbloody,Ididnotmeanfor

thingstogetthisfar!Iwasjustangry!Nonot

angrybutfumingatthesightIhadencountered



whenIopenedBabalwa'sbedroomdoor.

Hewasasickandpervertedmanwhohadno

morals!Hisowndaughterandinfrontofmy

fuckenson!Hewasreallymentallydisturbed,

nosanemanwoulddosuchtohisdaughterin

frontofachild!Hemademybloodboilandthe

lookonhisfacewhenIopenedthedoor

sickensme,hemademedoit!Ididn'tmeanto!

Iwasbroughtbacktolifebytheloudsoundof

policesirens,IlookedatBabalwawithmy

mouthhangingandhereyeslookedlikethey

wereabouttopopoutofherskull.Atthat

momentIknewIwasdoomed!

Her:"I'msorryZweli,Ishouldhavelistenedthe

firsttimeyoutriedtohelpI'msorryKumkani"

shesobbedandsodidmysonprobably

becauseofthescreamingandshouting"Ididn't

meanforanyofthistohappenedZweforgive

meplease"



"Ikilledhim"thatisonlythingIcouldutterin

thatmoment.

"PUTYOURHANDSUPWEARECOMINGIN

ARMED!"Mylifeisover,Ijustkilledmyfather.

Thepolicecameinwithgunsandfrozeatthe

sightinfrontofthemastheystoodbythedoor.

Policeman:"PutyourhandsupwhereIcansee

them!"Theotheronewalkedaroundtheroom

inspectingiftherewasanyoneelseintherewith

uswhilethedoorchargedformeandkicked

medownashecuffedme.

Me:"Ididn'tmeantodoit!!!"

Him:"Youhavetherighttoremainsilent..."He

statedmyrightsashetookmein.

Babalwawasscreamingandcrying,sowas

Lubanzi.MyheartwasshatteredthenI

rememberedmymotherpassedhadblacked

outbythedoor,Ihopeshewasokay.Everything

isamess.



OutsidethehouseIwasmetbythepolicevan,

paramedicsrushedinsidethehouseallthis

whilemyneighbourswatchedsometaking

pictures.

Iwaspushedintothebackofapolicevan,my

lifeisover .IcouldstillhearBabalwa's

screamsandmysoncrying,myheartwas

completelyshattered.

•

•

NATASHA

∆

Iwasgettingreadyforbedwhenmycellphone

rang,Ilookedatthecallerid&itwasan

unknownnumber.Iwasabitscepticalatfirst

butIendedupansweringmyphone.

Me:"Hello"

Unknown:"Natasha!Youhavetocomeplease!



EverythingisamessTashaplease!!!"She

sobbed

Me:"Waitwhoisthis?"

Her:"It'smeBabalwa*sniffs*youhaveto

comeNatasha.Zwelihasbeenarrested,mom&

dadhavebeentakentohospital..."Myheart

stopped,notmyZweli

Me:"Nonono!Babalwaisthissomesickjoke!

Whereareyou!!?"

Her:"Atthehousebutthepolicearetakingme

withthemtothepolicestation"

Me:"OkayI'mcoming,justremaincalm"

Her:"Hurry!"

Ihungupquicklychangedintojeans,ahoodie

withmypushins.Ididn'thavetimeforanything

elseIjustworeadoekandrusheddownstairs,

myparentswereintheloungewatchingtv.

Me:"mamaIneedyourcarkeysplease"they



bothlookedatmeconfused"Zwelihasbeen

arrested,hisparentsareinhospitaland

BabalwawastakentothepolicestationIhave

togo!"

Mom:"OhGod!Hunnygogetthecarkeys"she

wastalkingtomydad,shelookedatme"don't

crysweety"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Ican'tloosehimagainmommy"shegot

upandhuggedme

Her:"Youwon't,yourdadandIwillmakesure

ofit"

"Natashalet'sgo!"Mydadshoutedalready

walkingoutthefrontdoor

Mom:"Go"

Iranafterhimandhewasalreadyinthecar

warmingtheengine,Ihoppedinandoffwe

went.OnthewayIwasstressinghardcore!

HopingZweliwasn'tinmajortrouble,myson

cannotgrowupwithouthisfatherandZweli



wouldn'tsurvivethethoughtofnotbeingthere

forjunior.Thatwouldkillhim!

"Natasha"-mydadcalledoutformyattention

"I'llgethimoutokay?"

Me:"Okay"

Him:"Let'sgoinside"

Wegotoutthecarandheadedinsidethepolice

station.Babalwawassittingononeofthe

bencheswithmybabysleepingonherlap,she

wasstarringintospacewithtearsthathad

driedoutonhercheeks.Irushedtoherwhile

mydadspoketooneofthepolicemansittingby

thereceptiontable.

Me:"Babalwa"shelookedupandimmediately

hereyesstartingtearingup.

Her:"It'smyfault,everythingismyfault.I

shouldhavelistenedtohiminthefirstplace

thennonofthiswouldhavehappenedbutIwas

scaredTashaIwasscared!"Shesobbed.



ItookBanzifromherthenembracedherwith

myfreearm.

Me:"It'sgoingtobeokay,mydadisgoingtofix

it.Hewillgethimoutofhere"

Her:*intears*"IfonlyIlistenedTasha..."

Me:"Shhhstopblamingyourself"ibrushedher

back,sheseemedreallyworkedupaboutthis

wholething.

Ididn'twanttoseeminsensitivebyaskingwhat

happenedsoIjustdidwhatIcouldwhichisto

comforther.

"Tasha"Ilookedupandmydadwasstandingin

frontofus.

Him:"I'mgoingtospeaktoZweliinorderto

knowwherehestandssothatwecanact

okay?"Inodded"ShouldIgetyouguyscoffee?"

Me:"Zwelineedsyoumore,goplease"

Him:"Okayprincess"



Hewalkedtotheofficerthatwaswaitingfor

himandtheydisappeareddownthehallway,

BabalwawasfallingasleepsoIletherlayher

headonmylapthenplacedBanzicomfortably

onthebenchinhisblanket.

I'msoconfusedanddisoriented,whenIwent

overtotheBooihouseearliereverythingwas

fine.Wellaccordingtomeeverythingwasfine

butnow?Ireallydon'tknowbutwhatIdoknow

isIwantZwelioutofthisplace.

"Herefusestotalk"-myfathersaid,Ilookedat

himindisbelief

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Him:"ExactlythatNatasha,theboywon'ttalk"I

sighed

Me:"CanItrytotalksomesenseintohim?

Whatdidthepolicesay?"

Him:"Healmostbeathisfathertodeath"



Me:"What!?NoZweliisn'tviolent"

Him:"WellhisfatherisinICUaswespeak"

Me:"Iwanttotalktohimdad"

Him:"Princess..."

Me:"DadIwanttospeaktohim"Istoodup

carefulnottowakeBabalwaup"Pleaselook

afterjunior"

Him:*sighs*"okay"

Iwenttotheofficerandaskedtobetakento

Zweli,hewrappedupwhateverpaperworkhe

wasbusywiththentookmetotheroomhewas

in.BeforegoinginsideItookadeepbreathein

thenwalkedin,hewaslookingdown.The

officergaveusspaceandclosedthedoor

Me:"Kumkani"helookedup,myheartbroke

instantly.Hewasamess!

•

•



ZWELIBANZI

∆

ShelookedatmeandjustasIthoughtshe

startedtearingup,Ishookmyheadandlooked

asidetryingnottotearupagain.Shesniffed

Her:"Baby"Ilookedather,shewipedhertears

thensatdownacrossthetable"Whathappened?

Whydidyoudoit?"

Me:"HadtoprotectherNatasha"

Her:"ProtectwhoZweli?"

Me:"IhadtoprotectBabalwaeventhoughit

wastoolateIstillhadtodosomething"

Her:"You'renotmakingsense"Isighed

Me:"HavetheytakenBabalwatohospital?"

Her:"HospitalforwhatZwelitalk?Babalwais

losingitoutthereblamingherselfthatshe

shouldhavelistenedbutnonofyouwanttotalk!

Yourparentsareinhospital,yourdadisICU..."



Me:"Waithe'snotdead?"

Her:"Didyoumeanforhimtodie!?"Shelooked

atmeinshock,Ijuststaredather."Zweliheis

yourfather!"

Me:"Thatbastardisnothingtome"shetooka

deepbreathein

Her:"Okay*sigh*canyouworkwithmydad

please?He'stryingtohelp,itsfineifyoudon't

wanttotellmewhathappenedbutyouneedto

tellhimeverythingforhimtobeabletohelpget

yououtofhere.Babalwaneedsyou,junior

needsyou.IneedyouZweli"shewasstartingto

getemotional

Me:"HewasmolestingBabalwa,tonighthe

wasdoingitinfrontofourson"sheabruptly

wipedhertearsashermouthhungwideopen"I

needyoutogetBabalwatohospitalsothat

theycantestherokay?"Shejuststarredatme

inshock"NatashaIcantrustyourightbaby?"



Sheslowlynodded"TakecareofBabalwamake

sureshegetshelpokayprincess?"

Her:"Okay"

Me:"NowgoouttheretellyourdadI'mreadyto

talk"

Her:"Uhh..Ummmh,okay"shestoodupas

disorientedasshewasandwalkedtothedoor.

Me:"Natasha"shestoppedinhertracksbut

didn'tturnaroundtofaceme"Iloveyou"she

turnedaroundandlookedatme

Her:"Iloveyoutoo"Igaveheraslightsmile

Me:"NowgooutthereanddowhatIasked"

Her:"BestrongKumkani"

Me:"Youknowit"

Shesmiledthenturnedaroundandwalkedout.

Ireallydidloveher,herbeinghererightnow

showedmejusthowmuchshereallylovedme



too.AfterthiswholemessIneedtomake

thingsrightwithher,Ican'tbelievehelived.A

partofmewasactuallyhappythinkinghehad

died,Iwashappythatwewouldn'thavetodeal

withhimanymore.Thatwecouldfocuson

Babalwahealingbutheisstilloutthere

breathing!Hisheartstillbeats,hewillpayfor

whathedidtoBabalwa.Cometothinkofit

deathwouldhavebeentheeasywayoutfor

himno!I'mgladhelived,Iwanthimtobeas

miserableashemademamaandBabalwa.He

mustfeelallthepaintheyfelt!

"Readytotalk?"-MrBaartmansaidashe

enteredtheinterrogationroom.Isighedthen

nodded

Me:"Yessir"

Him:"Okay"hesatdowntooksomepapersout

ofhisbriefcasethengotapen"I'mgoingto

needyoutotellmeeverythingfromscratch,

everythingthatleduptothispointandyou



mustbebrutallyhonestwithme.Thatstheonly

wayIcanhelp,doyouunderstandmeson?"

Me:"YessirIdo"

Him:"Okayyoucanstart"Itookadeepbreathe.

Me:"ItallstartedwhenIstartednoticingsome

changesuponmyreturnfromboardingbutI

wastoooblivioustowhatwashappening

aroundme..."HetooknotesasIspoke.

Insert4

∆

BABALWA

•

We(Natasha,BanziandI)wereonourwayto

thehospitaldrivingbehindthepolicevan,they

hadbeennotifiedaboutmyfathermolesting

me.Ididn'twantpeopletoknow!Theynow

probablysawmeasadirtybitchwhosleptwith

amanwhoissupposedtobeherfather,a16



yearoldwithnomorals!Allthenastythingsmy

fathercalledme

Iambroken,todayhetookthelastpieceof

me justthinkingaboutitmademesick.

Godwhyhaveyouforsakenme!?Eachtimehe

cameintomyroomyouturnedablindeye!You

sawmysufferinganddidnothingfor2years

youdidnothingGod! doyouevenexist?I

feelaloneandabandoned.Whycan'tIhave

normalproblemsthatgirlsmyagearefacing?

WhydidIhavetobetheonetofacesuch

messedupissues!Thisisbiggerthanme,it

weighsheavilyuponmyshoulders.

"WearehereBabalwa"-Tashsaid

Me:"Thankyouforcomingwithme"

Her:"Don'tmentionit,ifyouneedanythingmy

parentsandIarehereokay?"

Me:"Thankyou"



Her:"Let'sgoinside"Inodded

ShetooksteppedoutofthecarandIremained

insidewhileshegotjuniorfromthebackseatin

hiscarseat.

Sigh,okayIwasabouttodothis.I'mready!I

tookadeepbreatheinandadeepbreatheout

thensteppedoutofthencartoo.Wewalked

intothehospitalandNatashahadtostayinthe

waitingroomwhileIwentforthetests,weleft

thehospitalafter3amthenwedrovebackto

thepolicestationasIstillneededtogivemy

statementandpresschargesagainstLungelo.

I'msotired!I'mtooyoungforallthis,itstoo

muchforme!Ican'thandleallthisstressand

pressure.I'mworriedaboutmymother's

wellbeing,worriedaboutmybrother'sfuture

andscaredformylife!I'mscaredofwhatwill

happenedwhenhefinallywakesupfromthat

hospitalbed,I'mscaredhewillcomeforme

againorevenkillme!Ijustwantallofthisto



end!Iwanttobenormalbutthenagainwhatis

normal?

Sigh,Ijustwishthisneverhappenedtome

that'sallIwishfor.Iwishitwasalljustabad

dreambutitisn't thisismyreality,mysick

disgustingreality

"Hey"-Natasha,Ilookedupandshehadtwo

cupsofcoffeeinhand.

Her:"Gotussomecoffee"shehandedmea

cup

Me:"Thankyou"shesatdownnexttome

Her:"Don'tmentionit"Inodded"howareyou

feeling?"

Me:*sighs*"tired"

Her:"Hanginthere,wewillgetthroughthis.If

youneedanythingdon'tbescaredtoaskjust

knowI'mhere,anytime"

Me:"Thanks"



Her:*sigh*"Ihavebadnews"myheartrate

startedgoingup,Icouldfeelit"Zweliisgoingto

spendtheweekendinhere,themagistrateis

onlyavailableMondayat12sowecanonly

applyforbailthen"

Me:"Nononohecan'tsleephereNatasha!He

can't!"

Her:"Mydad..."

Me:"NoNatasha!Ifanyoneshouldbeinacell

rightnowit'sme!I'mtheworthlessdaughter

whowasmolestedbyherfatheranditsmy

fault!Everythingismyfault,myfather

molestingmeandZwelibeinghereitsallme!I

shouldhave..."

Her:"Stop!Juststopokay!"Shetookadeep

breathein,sodidI.Mynosehadbecomerunny,

Iwasintears"Looknonofthisisyourfault

Babalwa..."

Me:"Yesitis..."Sheshookherhead



Her:"Theonlypersonatfaulthereisthat

excuseofamaninhospitalrightnowfor

puttinghisfamilythroughsomuchmisery.It's

hisfaultforhavingsuchsickthoughtsand

thinkingwhathewasdoingtohisfamilywas

okay,hetookadvantageofyouBabalwa.You

hadnocontroloverwhathappened"Ishookmy

headcrying

Me:"IcouldhavereportedhimearlierTasha"

Her:"Sweety,youwerescaredandits

understandableokay?Youfeltaloneandscared

butnonofthisisyourfault,Zwelididwhatany

lovingbrotherwoulddoforhissisterandthatis

toprotectyoufromthatmonster.AllZweli

wishesforisthatyougetallthehelpyouneed"

Me:"I'mfine,itsovernow"sheshookherhead

Her:"YouarenotfineBabi,youneedtoget

professionalhelp.Youhavesomuchtodeal

withandthisisonlythebeginningbutyouhave



alovingbrotherwhocaresforyou,he'lldo

anythingtomakesureyouareokay"shewiped

mytearsthencuppedmyface"gethelpplease,

makeallZweli'seffortstoprotectyouworthit.

Youneedtogethelpforyoursake,inorderfor

youtoheal"

Me:"Okay"

Her:"Okay?"

Me:"I'llgethelpassoonasmybrotherisoutof

jail"shenodded

Her:"understandable"

Me:"Zweliisanidiotforlettingyougo"she

giggled

Her:"Right!*laughs*butIlovehimeitherway"

itwasevidentnoonecouldmissitreally

Me:*nods*"IknowTasha"

Wehuggedthensatanddrankourcoffee's,

afterawhileweleftthestationforNatasha's



house.Theyofferedtoaccommodatemewhile

thiswholeordealtookplace,wegotthereandit

wasaround5inthemorning.

Quietlywemadeourwaytoherroom,her

fatherhadleftthestationandshehadcome

hometodropjuniorwhileIgaveinmy

statementandofficiallypressedcharges

againstLungelo,myfather.

Tasha:"Youcangoshowersolong"wewerein

herroom"Ialreadymadearrangementsforyou"

Me:"Thankyou"shewinkedatme

Her:"I'mgonnagoshowerintheguestsuite

okay?"

Me:"OkaybutwesleepingtogetherRight?"

Her:"Nodoubt,shoutifyouneedanythingbut

dobemindfulofJunior"Ismiledbefore

nodding,hewassleepinginhiscotnexttoher

bed.



Shewalkedoutoftheroomandclosedthedoor,

Iwalkedintothebathroomandtherewasapair

offreshnewpajamasandabunchofother

things.Shewasreallysacrificingsomuchfor

meIhadtothankherproperlywheneverything

settles.

ItookofftheclothesIhadonandwithevery

itemItookoffImoreandmorevulnerable,I

steppedinsidetheshowerandassoonasIlet

thewaterflowIcried! Icriedbecauseof

howmuchofamessmylifewas,Icriedformy

happinessthatIlostalongtimeago.Icriedfor

notlisteningtoZweliwhenhefirsttriedtohelp

menoweveryoneissufferingbecauseofme!

Ifeltlikethestupidworthlesswhorethatmy

fathersaweachandeverytimehecametomy.

IhadjustruinedZweli'slife,hisfuture.Caused

disruptioninhis2yearoldson'slifeandthe

wholeBaartmanfamily!Notonlythatbutnow

mymother'slifehangsbythethreadbecause



ofherfragileheart.

HowcouldIhavebeensoselfish!I'mjustlike

him!Onlythinkofmyselfandtohellwith

everybodyelsearoundme!I'mnothingshortof

whatheis,itsprobablyevenmyfaulthedidthe

thingshedidtome.

"There'snothingwrongwithwhatwearedoing

Vuyelwa,allfather'sdothiswiththeirdaughters

nowstopbeingdifficult"hesaid

Me:"Daddyithurtspleasestopplease!"I

sobbed

Him:"Vuyelwa!"

Me:"pleasetatandakucela"(daddyplease)

Ibeggedhimeachandeverytimebuthenever

stopped,itseemedlikethemoreIbegged,the

moreImotivatedhimtoinflictmorepainonme

"Babalwa,areyouokayinthere?"-Natasha



askedfromtheothersideofthedoor

Me:"I'mfine,5minutes"

Her:"Okay,I'mreallytiredsoI'mjustgoingto

sleepnowcausejrisgoingtowakeupsoon"

Me:"okay"

Iwipedmytearsthenswitchedoffthetapthen

steppedoutoftheshowerandtherehestood.

Me:"W..wha..what...Howdidyou..."He

chuckledanditsentchillsdownmyspine

Him:"Ihavemyways,Igetthingsdone.You

shouldknowthatbynowprincess"

Me:"Noleavemealone!"

Him:"notsoquick"hewasabouttotouchme

butIquicklyclosedmyeyesandcoveredmy

eyesthenstartedscreaming...

Me:"NotagainpleaseI'llbegoodIpromise

pleaseplease"Ifelthistouchonmyshoulder

"No!No!No!"



"heyhey,itsmeTasha"Ishookmyheadstill

withmyeyesclosed"Babalwalistentome,its

Natasha.He'snotheresweety,there'spolice

outsidehiswardhewon'tescape.It'sallinyour

head"Iopenedmyeyesandlookedather

crying

Me:"HewashereTasha,hewasgoingtohurt

meagain"sheshookherheadcryingtoonow

"hewasgoingtohurtmelikehealwaysdidin

theshower.I'mscared"

Shegrabbedthetowelwrappeditaroundand

tookmetoherbedthenlaiddownwithme.

Her:"Hewon'thurtyouagain,notwhileZweli

lives.Hewon'tallowit,never!"Wewerelaying

onoursidesfacingeachother,shewipedmy

tears"Don'tallowhimtohavepoweroveryou"

Me:"I'mscaredTasha"

Her:"You'resafehereokay?"Inodded,she

wipedthetearsthathadfallendownmycheeks



againandIwipedherstoo.Shesmiled"Ilike

youverymuchsisevenifyourbrotherandI

aren'ttogetherjustknowIgotyouokay"

Me:*giggles*"Ilikeyoutoosis"

Her:"holdmyhand"Ididasshetoldme"how

doesitfeel?"

Me:"Softandwarm"

Her:*giggles*"Whatdotheyremindyouof?"

Me:"Thefirsttimeyoumademebathjr"

Her:"Rememberhowhappyyouwerethat

day?"Inodded"nowcloseyoureyesandthink

ofthatda,youbathingjrforthefirsttime"

Me:*giggles*"thisfeelsweird"Iclosedmy

eyesandshehummedthesamesongIhumfor

jreverytimeIwanthimtogotosleep,Ifeltat

peacerememberinghowhappywewerewhen

hewasbornandhowexcitedIwasthinkinghe

wasmine.



Allthiswasstupidbutitdidthetrick,Ifell

asleeppeacefully.

Insert5

∆

NATASHA

•

AfterBabalwaslept,Islepttoo.Iwasso

exhausted!Beingupallnightgoingupand

downhelpingBabalwaandmakingsureshe

wasokaywasreallyatonofworkallIneeded

wassleepsodidshe.Thisyounggirlhasbeen

throughsomuch,Idon'tthinkIwouldhave

beenabletohandleallshehasbeenthrough

honestly,Iclapmyhandsforherbecausesheis

astrongyoungladybutshedoesneed

professionalhelpweneedtomakesureshe

getsit.

JustasIwasenjoyingmysleepIwaswokenup

bymymotheromgIwantedtocry!Iliterallyjust



fellasleep!!

Her:"yourdadandIaregoingtosortsome

thingsforZweliandlookintosomeoptionsfor

Babalwa"shehadBanziinherarmswhowas

stillinpajamasandhadhisbottleinhand,she

wasdressedupandready

Me:"can'tyoutakehimwithyoumamaI'm

reallytired"

Her:"hischeerfulpresenceisneededhere

baby"Isighed,shehandedLubanzitomethen

walkedtothedoor."Imadeyouguysbreakfast"

Me:"Thanksmom"shenoddedthenclosedthe

doorafterwalking.Ilookedbesidemeand

Babalwawasdeadsleep!IwishIwassleeping

yoh.IsighedthenlookedatBanziwhowas

sittingontopofmesuckinghisbottle"Lala"

(sleep).

Zweli&IagreedthatwithLubanziitwouldbe

IsiXhosaallthewayduringhisbabyphase,we



didn'twantourbabyonlyspeakingEnglishlike

no!That'snotcuteatall.Idon'tgetwhysome

parentsthinktheirchildrenspeakingEnglish

fromanearlyageisadorableormakesthem

cleverlikeno!Lettheblackchildknowhis/her

rootsfirstbeforeintroducingthemtothe

languageofouroppressors,that'sjustmy

opinion.

Hetookhisbottleoutofhismouth

Him:"Amfun"(hiswayofsayingofIdon'twant

to)thenputitbackinhismouth,Ifakedcried

andhelookedatmewithconcern "teni?"

(What'swrong)Isniffed"Isungu?"(Ithurts)I

noddedandpointedmyhead"Xolo"(sorry)he

brusheditwithhisfreehandwhiletheother

heldhisbottle

Me:"comesleeponmommy'schest"Ispoke

tohiminXhosabutI'lljusttypeitinEnglishfor

thesakeofsavingtime.



HelaidonmychestandIhummedforhim

whilebrushinghisbackandheeventuallyfell

asleep,Iscoredabout2hoursofsleepbefore

hewokeupagain,Icanforgetsleepinganytime

soonafterthiswegonnahavetowaitforhis

naptime.IlookedoveratBabalwaandshewas

stillsleeping,understandablysobecausewe

sleptearlymorning.JrandIwentdownstairs

forsomefood,aftereatingwebathedthenjust

chilledinmyroom.Ididn'twanttowakeor

disturbBabalwabecausesheneededthesleep

morethananybodyelsesoIhadtoletherbe&

playedwithmysonalthoughhekeptcalling

Zweli'sname.Hewasprobablyconfusedasto

whyBabalwawashereandnothisfather,he

tookmyphoneandkeptoncallingoutforhis

fatherItookmylaptopandplayedavideoofhis

fatheranditworked.Imissedhimjustasbadly.

"Hi"-Babalwasaidsoftly,Ilookedupandshe

wassittinguponthebed



Me:"Hey,wedidn'twakeyounowdidwe?"She

shookherhead"ohokayhowareyoufeeling

thismorning?"

Her:*sighs*"Underthecircumstances,I'm

okay"

Me:"Iunderstand"

"Baba!"-jrshoutedhewastalkingabout

Babalwa.Hewalkedtowardsthebedashe

struggledtoclimbonit,Babihelpedhimup.

Babalwa:"Hello"

Him:"Hello"

Her:"Njani?"(Howareyou?)

Him:"Phiyiye"(philile-I'mfine)

Hisspeechwasn'tperfectbuthewastrying,

theyconversedbackandforthwitheachother

andIwenttoprepareBabalwa'sbaththen

calledhertothebathroom.Shemadeherway

insidewithLubanziwalkingbehindher.



Me:"PleasebaththenwecangoseeZweli,I'll

gopreparesomethingforustoeat"

Her:"I'mnotreallyhungryTash..."

Me:"Youhavetoeat"shesighedthennodded

"Thankyou"IlookedatLubanzistandingnextto

me"Let'sgoboy"Iheldhishandandwewalked

out,givingBabalwasomeprivacy.Imadethe

bedwiththe'help'ofjunior.That'sininvented

comasbecauseallhewantedwastoplaywith

theblanketsandpillowsthewholetimebutin

theendwefinishedandIwenttotake

somethingforBabalwatowear,shewasthicker

thanIwassowecouldn'twearthesamejeans.

Itookoutmyblackmaxidressforherwitha

cardiganandsomesimplescandals.

ShecameoutofthebathroomasIlaidoutthe

clothesIhadchoseforheronthebed.

Me:"Thelotionisinthewardrobe,wecango

buytheproductsthatyouuselater"



Her:"Okay,thankyou"

Lubanzihadmademywallhisartgallery,we

triedgivinghimcolouringbooksbuthealways

endeddrawingonmywallsoIjustlethimbe.

Rightnowhewasbusywithacrayononmy

wall,thejoysofmotherhood

Me:"Lubanzi"helookedatme"Givemethat

crayon"

Him:"Hayhayhay!"

Me:"Please"

Him:"Hayhaaaaay!"Hestartedscreaming,this

boydoesnotlisten

Me:"Okaybyebye"Iwalkedtowardsthedoor

andhestartedcrying"Comelet'sgo"hebegan

walkingtowardsme,IlookedatBabalwa"You'll

findusinthekitchen"

Her:"Noproblem"

Iopenedthedoor,lettingJuniorwalkoutfirst



thenIwalkedbehindhimafterclosingthedoor.

Ijustdidn'twanttomakeBabalwa

uncomfortable.Irespectedherprivacy,going

downthestaircasewithBanzithedooropened

withmyparentswalkingin.

Me:"Higuys"assoonaswegotoffthe

staircaseBanzirushedtomymotherwho

pickedhimup.

Dad:"I'msotired,pleasemakemesomething

toeat"ilookedatmymom

Her:"Teaisfinebaby"Inoddedthenmademy

waytothekitchenwhiletheywenttothelounge.

•

•

BABALWA

∆

IhadthemostpeacefulsleepI'veeverhadina

verylongtime,Iguessthechangethatis



currentlytakingplaceinmylifewasmuch

neededandknowingthatI'mnotalone,being

abletocountonNatashahasmadeallthe

difference.IdonotknowhowIcaneverrepay

herorherfamilyforthisbutI'mgrateful.After

showeringTashagavemespacetoapplylotion

andgetdressedintheclothesshehadlaidout

formeonthebed,IneededmyclothesIcan't

expectTashtokeepgivingmeherclothesI'm

alreadytakingupherspacewithhersoninher

room.

AsImademywaydownstairsIcouldhear

voicesintheloungesoImademywaythere,

findingthewholefamilythereassoonasI

enteredtheyallturnedtolookatme.

MrBaartman:"Babalwa"

Me:"Goodafternooneveryone"

MrsBaartman:"Ihopeyouenjoyedyourrest,I'll

organisetheguestroomforyoutodaysoyou



canhaveyourownspace"Iquicklyshookmy

head,Iwasscaredofbeingalone

Me:"Noplease,I'mcomfortablewithNatasha

andJunior"

Tasha:"Yeahmomit'sfine,Idon'tmind"

Her:"Okaysweetywouldyoulikesomethingto

eatsolong?"

Me:"Yesplease"shelookedatNatasha,

signalingthatsheshouldgomakeme

somethingtoeat.

ShestoodupandsodidI

MrBaartman:*clearsthroat*"Babalwaplease

remainsitted,mywifeandIwouldliketohavea

talkwithyou"myheartstartedbeatingfast

Me:"a..Atalk?"

Him:"Yesaboutyourcurrentsituationandwith

regardstoyourmother"IswallowedhardasI

satbackdown,Tashawalkedout.



Me:"Issheokay?Mymom?"

MrsBaartman:"Yourmomisokay,she's

consciousbutshehasfallenintodeep

depressionandhascurrentlybeentakenintoa

mentalinstitution"mymouthwentdry

Me:"Me..mentalinsti..."Itookadeepbreathe

in"Amentalinstitution?Idon'tunderstand"

Her:"Wellsweetythiswholethingwastoo

muchforyourmothertohandle,atthismoment

onlyprofessionalscanhelp"tearsfelldownmy

cheeksasInoddedbutIquicklywipedthem.

MrBaartman:"Andwiththiswholething,we

thinkitisbestyoustartseeingatherapist"

Me:"ButI'mnotcrazy"

Him:"Wearenotsayingyouarecrazyangel,

youjustneedtotalktosomeonetohelpyouget

throughthis.Someonewhoisprofessionally

capableofdealingwithsituationslikethis"



Me:"WhataboutZweli?"

Him:"DonotworryaboutZweli,aslongasyour

fathersheartstillbeatstheywillnotchargehim

ofmurderbutassualt"

Me:"Whatdoesthatmean?Couldhegoto

jail?"

Him:"Don'tyoutrustmylawyercapabilities?"

Me:*clearsthroat*"Idosir"

Him:"I'llhaveyourbrotheroutofjailon

Monday,butIneedyoutoseeyourtherapistso

thatyoucangoonthestandandtestifyagainst

thestatewhichissuingyourbrother.Doyou

understand?"

Me:"Youwantmetotelleveryonewhathedid

tome?"Iaskedwithmyeyeslookinglikethey

wereabouttopopoutofmyskull"NoIcan'tdo

that,theyallgoingtojudgemeIcan'tnono..."

Him:"Thisisallweneedtogetyourbrotherout



ofjailBabalwaordoyouwanthimtostayin

there?"

Me:"Nosir"

Him:"Babalwathiscanonlybeasuccessifyou

getthenecessaryhelpinordertohelpyourself

alongwithyourbrother"

Me:"I'mscared"

MrsBaartman:"Babibaby,youneednotbe

scared.Weareheretohelpyouandyour

brother,wewillpersonallymakesurethatno

harmisdoneonyouoryourolderbrother"

Me:*sighs*"Promise?"

Her:*smiles*"Yesbaby,Ipromise"

MrBaartman:"Wepromise"

•

•

ZWELIBANZI



∆

Beinglockedupinheregavemeawholelotof

timetothink,truthbetoldIdidn'twantthislife

formyself.Ididnotwanttobelockedupin

herelikethis.IhadtobeouttherewithBabalwa,

sheneededmenowmorethanever!Ineededto

beinmysonslifeandmaybemakethingsright

withhismother.Ijustcannotremainlockedup

inhere!Icouldn't!

"KumkaniBooi!"Thewardenshoutedashe

openedthecellgate.Iquicklygotupand

walkedtowardsthegate

Him:"Youhaveavisitor"Inoddedashecuffed

meandledmetotheinterrogationroom.

WhenIgotthere,Iminamwassittedwithtears

runningdownhercheeksshelookedlikea

mess.AssoonasIgotinshejumpedtohug

mebutthewardenpushedheroff.

Him:"Notouching"shewipedhertearsasshe



nodded.

Isatdownonthechairandshedidthesame.

Her:"IcameassoonasIheardbabyI'mso

sorry"Inodded"Areyouokay?Whereis

Babalwa?Doyouguysneedanyhelp?Ican

alwayslandahelpinghand"

Me:*sigh*"I'mfine,Babalwaissafe"

Her:"Pleasedon'tshutmeout"Inoddedand

shesighed"Youwillgetoutofhere,Iknowyou

will"

Me:"Hopefully"

Her:"Yesallyouneedistobehopefulbaby,do

youhavealawyer?"Inodded"okay,ummmwell

youcanalwayscometomymomifyouneed

anything.IfBabalwaneedsanythingtooI'm

here"

Me:"Thanks,I'llkeepthatinmind"

Her:*sighs*"Iloveyouokay?"Inodded"AndI



wantyoutoknowthissituationyouhavefound

yourselfindoesnotchangeanything,youdid

whatyouhadtointhesituationyoufound

yourselfin.Istillloveyoubaby"shewassincere

fuckthisgirlwassoinnocent!

Istoodup

Her:"Isitalreadytimeforyoutogoinside?"

Shestooduptoo,Ijustlookedather"Babytalk

tomeplease"

Me:"Gohome"shelookedtakenabackbywhat

Ihadjustsaid.Iwalkedtomywardenandhe

walkedmetomycellleavingImiinthe

interrogationroom.

Idon'tknowwhoIwanttobewithbetweenher

orNatasha,Ihavetoomuchgoingontobe

thinkingaboutrelationshipstheywilljusthave

towait.Ineedtofocusongettingoutofthis

placeandgettingmysisterthehelpsheneeds,

ensuringthatbastardislockedbehindbarsand



thatmymothergetsbackontrack.Iminamand

Natashawilljusthavetowait.

Insert6
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BABALWA

•

AfterthetalkwithNatasha'sparentsIkindof

feltawholelotbetteraboutthiswholething,

althoughIwasabitscaredaboutthepartofme

havingtotestifyincourtallIwantedwasformy

brothertocomeout.ImeanIknewIhadtodoit

soonerorlaterbutIhatethethoughtofhaving

toreliveeverythingmyfatherputmethrough,I

feellikeitisgoingtokillmedeepinsideagain,I

don'tknowhowtalkingtoatherapistwillhelp

eitherbecauseheorshewillnotbeableto

erasewhathappened.I'mstuckwithitforthe

restofmylife,Idoubtitwillevergetbetterbut

I'lldowhateverittakestofixwhatisleftofmy



family.

SeeinghowtheBaartman'sweremademeenvy

Natasha'slife,itseemedsoperfectandyesI

knownobodyhasiteasybuttheyareastable

familyandalwaysmakesurethattheir

daughterishappywhileIontheotherhand

haveamotherwhocannothandleallthatis

thrownherwaybecauseofthingsmyfatherdid

toherpleasedon'tgetmestartedonhow

uselessandawastethatmanis!Icursetheday

Iwasbornbecauseofhim!Itisbecauseofhim

Idon'twanttobealivethisverymoment!Itis

becauseofhimmybrotherisinjail!Itis

becauseofhimmymother,thesweetwoman

thatsheis,isinamentalinstitutionrightnow!I

hatehim!Ihatehimwithmyentirebeing!Iwish

hecouldjustdie!

"Youokay?"IlookedupandNatasha'smom

waslookingatme.

Me:"I'mokay"shesmiled,hersmilewasso



genuine

Her:"Don'tthinkaboutittomuch"

Me:"I'mnotma"shegavemethereallylook

"I'mjustlookingatyourfamilyandhowhappy

youguysareandthenIthinkofmine..."*sighs*

"Ijustwishthingsweredifferent,Iwishwe

couldbehappytoo"

Her:"Youknowsweetynofamilyisperfect,we

justtryingtomakewhatwehavehereworkand

besidesyoucanbehappywithoutyourfather.

Justyou,yourbrotherandyourmother"

Me:"Idon'tthinkso"

Her:"Why?"

Me:*sigh*"Thedamageistoogreattobe

undone"shetookmyhandintohers

Her:"I'mnotgoingtolieandclaimtoknowhow

youfeelorthatIunderstandbecauseI'venever

beenwhereyouarecurrently,Idon'tknowhow



itfeelstobeinyourshoesandwhatyouare

currentlyfeelingbutIwantyoutotrustme

whenIsaythatitwillgetbetterandImeanthat!

I'mgoingtomakesureyougetthehelpyou

needbecauseIamamothertoabeautiful

daughtermyselfandsinceyourmotherisnot

wellIwillstepinhershoesjusttohelpand

ensurethatyougetthroughthis.SoIwantyou

totrustmeokay?"Inoddedwithaslightsmile,

shewrappedherarmsaroundmegivingmea

warmhug,IinhaledhersweetscentasIfelt

safeinherarms.

WhenwepulledoutIcouldfeeltheireyesonus,

Natashaandherfatherthatis.Welookedtheir

directionandtheywerestarringatussmiling.

MrBaartman:"Ihopeyoufeelcomfortableand

happyinourhome"

Me:"Yesandthankyousir,foreverything"he

nodded



Him:"Ithinkit'sbestifwegaveZwelihisspace.

Iwantyoutousetherestofthisdayand

tomorrowtothinkaboutwhatyouwantfor

yourselfandfamily,it'sessentialthatthetwoof

yougettothinkaboutthiswholethingand

yourselves"

Me:"Idon'twantZwelitofeelasifI've

abandonedhim"

Him:"YoubothneedthisBabalwa"whowasI

toarguewithNatasha'sfather.Ijustnodded

"PleasedonotfeelasifI'mtryingtotearthe

twoofyouapart,butIfeelthisexerciseis

necessaryatthisparticularpointintime"

Me:"Yessir,mayIbeexcused?"

Him:"Yesyoumay"Istoodupandwalked

upstairstoNatasha'sroomthenclosedthe

door,thetearsfellvoluntarily.Idon'tlikethis,he

doesn'tunderstandthateventhoughtheyhave

welcomedmeintotheirhomeIstillfeltlikean



outsider!

Ineededtoseemybrother,I'mnotfamiliarto

thisenvironmentorhowtheydothings.Ijust

knowNatashabecausesheisthemotherofmy

brotherschildandI'veonlymetherparentsa

fewtimesonly!Sothis,beingintheirhome

24/7wasn'teasyforme.Notatall.

ThedooropenedwhileIwasstillstuckinmy

thoughtsandIquicklywipedmytearsthen

lookedupasIsatontheedgeofthebed,itwas

NatashawithasleepingLubanziinherarms.

Shelaidhimdowninhiscotthencameandsat

nexttomequietly.Wesatbesideseachotherin

completesilence,itwasnotawkwardor

uncomfortablebutratherpeaceful.Lateronwe

werecalleddownstairsforsupperthenIhelped

Natashawiththedishesandeveryonewentto

theirseparaterooms.

•



•

ZWELIBANZI

∆

ItwasnowMonday,wehadappearedbefore

thejudgeandmybailwassetatR5000.

Natasha'sfatherpaidandwedroveoff,Imust

sayIwasabitdisappointedtoseehimcome

herealone.Washopingtoseemylittlesister,I

hadmissedherandIwantedtoknowhowshe

wasdoing.Thisweekendinthosejailcells

mademerealizethatwecouldovercomethis

butIneededtobepatient,patienceinBabalwa

seeingsomeonetotalktoaboutwhatsheis

goingandhavepatiencewithregardstomy

mother'sconditionandhopefullyfinallyhaving

ourfatherlockedupforallthesinfulactshe

hasdone.ThiswasespeciallyhardforBabalwa

soI'dhavetosupportandbethereforher.

ThecarstoppedoutsidetheBaartmanmansion



andIexhaledloudly,aswegotintothehouseI

noticedthatitwasquietveryquiet.

Me:*clearsthroat*"Whereiseveryone?"

MrBaartman:"Babalwahasgonetoherfirst

therapysession,LindytookherandLubanziis

withherwhileNatashawenttoherjob

interview"againIwasdisappointedtherewas

nobodytheretowelcomeme.

Me:"Uhhcanwepleasegotothehouse?I

needmycar,afewclothesandsomeschool

essentials"

Him:"Ithasn'tbeencleanedasyet"

Me:"Noproblemsir,I'llhavethecleaning

companycometothehousewhenweare

there"

Him:"Ihaveafewthingstogooverbecause

I'mdueinthecourtroomat2,I'dgiveyouthe

keystothemercedesbutyouwon'tbeableto

getyourcarsoIwilljustgetyouacab"



Me:"Iunderstandfullysir"

Him:"Inthemeantimeyoucangetyourself

somethingtoeatinthekitchen"Inoddedand

heturnedmakinghiswayupthestaircase.

Iwalkedtothekitchenandhelpedmyselfto

whatseemedlikeyesterday'sleftoverswhichI

onlyatebecauseithadmynameonit,itwas

Natasha'shandwriting .It'sthelittlethings

shedoesthatmakemeloveherwithouteven

realisingit.Iwarmedthefoodinthemicrowave

andthenIate,itwasabsolutelyamazing!After

aweekendofprisonfoodIdefinitelyeachand

everybiteofthatscrumptiousmeal.

BythetimeIrinsedthedishIhadusedthecab

wasalreadyoutsidewaitingforme,Iquicklyput

everythingawaybecauseIdidnotwanttoleave

amessinanotherman'skitchenthenrushed

out.ThecabdriverhadalreadybeenpaidmyMr

Baartmansowhenhedroppedmeoffinfront

ofthehouseIjustwalkedin.



Everysingledoorandwindowwasshutclosed,

itlookedlikenothinghappened.Someone

passingbywouldadmirethishellholethatwe

livein*chuckles*ifonlytheyknew.AssoonasI

walkedintothehouseImademywaytomy

roomgotmycellphoneandcalledthecleaning

company.WhentheyweredoneIcouldbreath,

itdidn'terasewhathadhappenedbutIcould

breath.Itookasuitcaseandpackedmystuff

thenwenttoBabalwa'sroomanditwas

spotless!Standingbythedoor,theimageof

himshovinghisdickinhermouthmakesits

waytomindagainbutIquicklybrushitoffand

dowhatIhadwenttodothatwhichispack

clothesforBabalwa.Ipackedherschool

uniformalongwithafewoutfits,Ididnotpack

alotofstuffforusjustafewbecauseIdidn't

wantustooverstayourwelcomeatthe

Baartmanhouse.They'vedoneenoughalready.

BeforeleavingthehouseIdecidedtocall



Iminam,sheansweredonthefirstring.

Her:"Babe?Isthatyou?"

Me:"Yeahit'sme"

Her:"OhmyGod!Iwasgettingworried,so

you'reoutnow?Howareyou?"

Me:"Onequestionatatime"

Her:*giggles*"I'msorry,I'msureyouaretired.I

amjustsohappytohearfromyou"

Me:*chuckles*"Yeahumm,canyoucomesee

meatthehouse?"

Her:"Okaynoproblem,I'llbethere"

Me:"Thanks"

Her:"Whyareyoubeingsoformal?Is

everythingokaymylove?"

Me:"You'llknowwhenyougethere"

Her:"O-kay,seeyouin30minutesorso"

Me:"Okaybye"



Her:"Bye"shenowsoundeddown

Ididn'twanttobeallsweetyetIknowthat

whenshegetshereI'mgoingtobreakherheart,

noIcouldn't.Ihungupthenwenttoshowerand

changedintomyblackpumatracksuitthensat

infrontofmylaptopandcheckedmybank

balanceitwaslookinggoodjustlikeeveryother

monthmyaccountwasrecharged

automaticallywithR15000bymyfather's

banker.IntotalIhadR34560inmyaccount,I'm

notabigspendermostofthemoneyIgotI

wouldspendongadgets,mycar,Juniorand

Iminam.

ThedoorbellrangsoIwentdownstairsand

welcomedImiinside.Shewalkedandstood

awkwardlyinthemiddleofthelounge,Iclosed

thedoorandthenturnedmyattentiontoher.

Me:"Somethingtodrink?"Sheshookherhead

nervously"okaytakeasit,weneedtotalk"we

satdownfacingeachother



Her:"Zwelithewaitiskillingme"

Me:"OkaylookMimi,I'vegotalotgoingonin

myliferightnowyouknow.Thiswithmyfamily

isreallymessedup,Icouldgotojail,myfather

coulddie,mymothercouldstayinthatmental

institutionforeverandBabicoulddosomething

toharmherself.WhatI'msayingisIhavegota

lotgoingoninmyliferightnowthatIreally

needtofocuson,mymotherandsisterneed

menowmorethaneverandarelationshipat

themomentisoutoftheequation"shetooka

deepbreathin

Her:"Areyoubreakingupwithme?"

Me:"I'msorry"

Her:"Wow"sheslouchedbackonthecouch

andkeptblinkingIguessshewasfightingher

tears"Ican'tbelievethis"shestartedfaningher

facewithherhandswhilelookingupbutshe

couldn'tstopthetearsfromcomingout"I'm



sorry"shesaidasshewipedthem"Iknowthis

isselfishofmeconsideringwhatyouaregoing

throughwithyourfamily*sniffs*IguessI

thoughtwewouldgetthroughthistogether.

ThatIcouldbethereforyoubutIcannotforce

youtobewithme"shesighedandkeptquiet

forawhilebeforelookingatmesmilingandshe

said"It'sGod'splan*smiles*you,Babiandyour

momwillgetthroughthisIknowyouwill."

Me:"Ihopeso"

Her:*sigh*"Iwon'tlieandsayI'mnothurtby

yourdecisionbutitisafterallwhatyoufeelis

goodforyouthereforeIcannotstandinyour

waybutjustknowthatIloveyousosomuch

Kumkani!WithyouI'vebeenatmyhappiest..."A

tearfelldownhercheekandshebitonher

bottomlip,Iwrappedmyarmsaroundherand

lethercryonmychest

Me:"Youdidn'tdoanythingwrong,don'tblame

yourselfformydecisionokay?"Shenoddedstill



onmychest"justcontinuebeingagoodgirlfor

meokay?"Shesniffedagainthenlookedatme

wipinghertearsandIhelpedherbefore

handingheratissuefromtheboxwhichwason

thecoffeetable"youokay?"Sheshrugged

Her:"Ishouldbeaskingyouthat"

Me:"I'mfineyoucanseethat"

Her:"Kumkani...Don'tdothat,youdon'thaveto

beHerculesinfrontofme.Baby,ImeanBanzi

youareallowedtobevulnerabletoo"

Me:"I'llbefineIpromise"Ilookedatthetime

onmywristwatch"Ihavetogo"

Her:"Ohokay"shestoodupandfixedherdress,

Istoodupandwehugged"Takecareof

yourself"

Me:"Youtooprincess"shesmiledtookhercar

keysfromthetablethenwalkedout.

IquicklyrushedupstairsmadesureIhad



everythingincludingtoiletriesthenput

everythinginthecaranddroveofftoBaartman

mansion,arrivingthereI'mgreetedbyMrs

Baartman'scarinthedriveway,Iparkedbehind

hercarthentookoutthe2suitcasesplusmy

laptopbackalongwithBabalwa'sthenmade

mywayinsidethehouse.Intheloungeitwas

onlyMr&MrsBaartman,soIgreeted.

MrB̀:"You'reback"

Me:"YesSir"Natasha'smomgavemeawarm

smilethencametohugme

Her:"Alwaysbeenformalboy,howareyou?"

Me:"Underthecircumstancesonecanonlytry"

shepattedmyshoulder

Her:"That'swhatIwanttohear,todaywasyour

sistersfirstsession.Hertherapistsaysshedid

quietwell"

Me:*smiles*"Really?"Iwashappyhearingthat



Her:"Yesbutthere'sstillalottobedone"

Me:"Iunderstandma,whereisshe?"

Her:"InTasha'sroom"

Me:"MayI?"

Her:"Ofcourse,butfirstletmeshowyouto

yourroom"

Me:"Yesplease"bynowitwasonlyus

downstairs,MrBaartmanhadleftusthereand

wentupstairs,I'm assumingtohisstudy.

MahelpedbycarryingthetwolaptopbagsasI

carriedthesuitcases,showedmetomyroom

thentookmetoTasha'sroomandgaveus

privacy.Iwalkedinandshewassittingonthe

bedbutherbackwasfacingthedoor,Igotin

putherstuffbythedoor.

Me:"Babalwa"shelookedbackimmediately,I

couldseeshehadbeencrying

Her:"Bhuti!?"Shequicklymadetomeand



crashedinmyarmsbeforelettingoutaloud

sob

Me:"It'sokay,I'mherenow"Ibrushedherback

"I'mherelittlesis"

Insert7

∆

AsshecriedinmyarmsIrealizedhowmuch

thiswholethingwastakingitstollonher,she

wasreallytooyoungforallofthis.Weneeded

ourmothernowmorethanever thisis

hurtingmetoo,I'malsobreakinginsideas

muchasIdon'twanttoadmitit.AsmuchasI

wanttoactstrongandbetheheroforBabalwa

slowlyIwasbeginningtocrumbletoo.

Me:"WewillgetthroughthisBabalwa"Ipulled

outofourembraceandcuppedherface"From

nowonitsusagainstthemokay?"Iwipedher

tearsandshenodded"Ihateseeingyoulike

thislittlesis,itbreaksmyheart"Isighedand



gotupfromthefloorthensatonthecouchby

nearthedoorinNatasha'sroom.Myfacefell

intobothmyhands

Don'tcrumblenowZwelidont!ThatswhatI

kepttellingmyselfbutIcouldn'tIneededtolet

italloutsoIletthetearsflowbutIquickly

wipedthemoffroughlythenstarredatBabi

whowassittingonthefloorwithhuggingher

kneesassherockedherself.

Me:"Babalwa"

Her:"Ijustwantitalltobeoverbhuti,Iwantto

forgetplease.Iwanttoforgetbhutimakeme

forgetndakucela..."

Me:"Babalwa"Ikneltdowninfrontof"You

can'tbreaknowdon'tdothistomeplease"

Shelookedmestraightintheeyeandsaid"I

don'twanttobealiveZweli,Ijustwannadie"

Me:"NooneisgoingtodiehereBabalwa!"I

tookadeepbreathein"youcan'tdothattome



please,wewillgetthroughthisIpromiseyou.I

don'tknowhowbutwewillBabi"

Her:"ZweliI'mtooyoungforthis,itswaybigger

thanmeZweandI'mscared!"

Me:"I'mhereBabalwa"

Her:"youcouldgotojailandI'llbealoneagain.

Idon'twannabealone"

Me:"Heyhey,I'mnotgoingbackthere.Iwon't

leaveyouagain"

Her:"Promise?"

Me:"Ipromise"wehugged"loveyousis"

Her:"Iloveyoutoobhuti"

Wesatlikethatforawhilethenshewenttolay

onthebedbutaskedmenottoleavesoIsaton

thecouchandweconversedaboutstuffin

generaltillshefellasleep.Iwasabouttoleave

whenLubanziwokeup,Imissedmylittleguy.

Me:"Boyboy"hesmiledwhilststandinginhis



crib,Ipickedhimandhewrappedhisarms

aroundmyneckashelaidhisheadonmy

shoulder,Ismiledtomyselfthinkingofhow

muchImissedthis.Asmuchashewasn't

planned,nowthathewashereI'ddoanything

forhimandI'mgratefultohismotherfortaking

suchgoodcareofhim.Shewasjustanother

blessing,I'msothankfulforallshe'sdonefor

Babalwa.Noteveryonewouldtakeonsucha

responsibility.

IwalkedoutoftheroomwithJuniorandwent

downstairstothekitchen,Tasha'smomwasin

therepreparingsupper,I'msurprisedNatashais

notyetbackhome.

Tasha'smom:"Ohheisawake"shelookedat

him"helloboy"hejustgiggledandhidhisface

inmyneck"ohbecauseyourdadisherenow

wedon'texist?Haye.eh"Ilaughed

Me:"AssoonashismomgetshereIwon't

existeither"



Her:*laughs*"heisgoingtobreakheartsIcan

alreadysee"

Me:*chuckles*"NahIcanalreadyseehim

playingrugby"

Her:"thatviolentsportofyours?Nonono,he

willplaygolf"

Me:"That'sforoldmen"

"SoI'manoldman?"-mrBaartmansaidwhilst

standingbythedoorframewithasmugonhis

face

MrsB:"myhusbandisnooldmandarling"

Me:*chuckles*"Youguysseemtoforgetyou

aregrandparents"

Him:"Hipgrandparentsthatis"

Me:*laughs*"don'twannagetoldIsee"

MrsB:"Hey!Whatareyoutryingtosayabout

me?"



Me:"NothingmrsB,justthatyouareaging

beautifully"

Her:"AwwwthankyouZwe,youaresosweet"

MrB:"whataboutme?AmIsour?"

Her:"Evensweetermylove"heblushed,this

oldmanlegitblushed.

IlaughedtomyselfasMrsBhandedme

Junior'sbottleofmilk

Me:"Thankyou,I'llbeintheguestroomwith

him"

Her:"You'rewelcome"

Iwalkedoutofthekitchenleavingtheminthere,

IgaveJuniorhisbottle

Him:"Nkos"(thankyou)

Wewalkedupthestaircasetotheroomthat

wasallocatedtomeandchilledinthere,we

playedandIforgotallaboutmychallenges.For

amomenteverythingwasokay,allthat



matteredwasmyson.Hewashappy,Iwatched

himasheplayedonthebednexttome.Hehad

absolutelynocareorworryintheworldand

thatsthewayIwantedittobe.Ididnotwant

mysonsufferingandfacinghardshipsearlyin

hislife.

Therewasaslightknockonthedoorthenit

openedandincameTasha,shesmiledasshe

walkedinwithgreysweatpantsandalong

sleevedwhitetop.Herhairwaswetandtied

intoabun.Shelookedatuswithasmileonher

face

Her:"Hey,canIcomein?"Inodded,junior

quicklygotoffthebedandwalked,okaymore

likeranwithhisarmsopentohismotherand

shepickedhimup."Somebodymissedme"she

kissedhimalloverhisfaceandhegiggled"did

youmissmebaby"henodded"Imissedyoutoo

boy"shewalkedtowardsthebedbutsatonthe

edge



Me:"Howareyou?"

Her:*smiles*"Ishouldbeaskingyouthat

Kumkani"

Me:"WellI'moutofjailandherewithmyson,I

canseeBabalwawaswelltakencareofsoI'm

doinggoodnowhowareyou?"

Her:"I'mfinejusttiredthat'sallbutI'mchuffed

causeyouareherenow"

Me:*nods*"Howwastheinterview?"

Her:"WellIdon'tknow,Ithinkitwentwell.We

willseeifIgetcalledback"

Me:"Iknowtheywill"shesmiledandnodded

thenlookedatjuniorwhowassittingonherlap

playingwithmyphone"Youtakegoodcareof

him"

Her:*smiles*"HowcanInot?Heisthemost

beautifulthingthatcameoutofour

relationship"



Me:"aboutthat..."

Her:"itsokay,Iunderstandyouarewith

someoneelse"

Me:"Notanymore"

Her:"Oh?"

Me:"Yeah,Ijustneedtofocusonmyfamily"

Her:"Youguysaregoingthroughalotsoits

understandable"

Me:"I'mtalkingaboutusNatasha"

Her:"Us?"

Me:"You,meandourson.LookI'mnotsaying

letsgetbacktogether,I'mnotinthespacefora

relationshiprightnowbutIwantustoworkon

raisingoursonevenbetter"

Her:"O-kay"sheseemedconfused.Iwastoo.

"Zweli"Ilookedather"areyouokay?Honestly

areyouokay?"



Me:*sighs*"Idon'tknow"

Her:"Talktome"

Me:"JustfeellikeI'mfacingthiswholething

alone,Idon'tevenknowhowBabalwaandIare

goingtogetthroughthis"

Her:"Simple,bybeingthereforeachother"

Me:*sighs*"it'shardTash"

Her:"Zwe"

Me:"Yeah"

Her:"Iknowthisisselfishofmebutletmebe

thereforyouplease"

Me:"Idon'tneedstressrightnowTash"

Her:"Iloveyouokay?Iknowthisishardfor,I

justwanttobethereforyou"sheputBanzion

thebedthencamearoundtomysideandsat

downnexttome"allowmetoZweli"she

wrappedherarmsaroundmyneckandkissed

me,Ikissedherbackwithsomuchpassion.I



didnotrealizehowmuchImissedheruntilthat

verymoment.Shepulledoutandlookedatme

"notgoingtostressyou,justgoingtobethere

foryou"Ijustpulledherinforahug

Me:"Withthiswholethinghappeninginmy

familyIwantustohaveahealthyrelationship

okay?Butatthemomentwejustgoingtotake

thingsslowyou'llbethereformeandI'llbe

thereforyouwhenyouneedme"

Her:"That'sallIaskfor"Icuppedherfacethen

peckedherlips

Me:"Youlookbeautiful"

Her:*smiles*"Thankyou"Banzistoodonthe

bedholdingontohismothersshoulder

Me:"Can'tletdaddyhavehismomenthuh?"He

justsmiled"Iloveyouguyssomuch"

Tash:"Weloveyoutoo"shelookedBanzi"sayI

loveyoudaddy"shebeganticklinghim.



Everythingwasjustperfectatthatmoment.

StayingwiththeBaartman'swasreally

therapeuticbutitwasn'tthelifeBabalwaandI

needed,weneededtofaceourdemons.So

afterstayingforaweekwiththemIspokewith

Natasha'sfatheraskingforpermissiontoleave,

Imeanaftereverythinghehasdoneitisthe

leastIcoulddo.Heagreed,evenpromisedto

keeppayingforBabalwa'stherapybillandthat

hewouldstillrepresentmeincourt.

Mymom'sconditionhadnotyetchangedmuch

butBabalwaandIvisitedhereverydayafter

school,Tashawouldcomedropoffsupper

everyeveningsowewerebasicallysurviving.

Eachandeverydayhaditsownstrugglebut

somedaysweregood.WithBabalwaitwould

dependonhersessionswithhertherapist,how

deeptheywereandonwhatnotetheyleft

thingson,attimesIdidn'twanthertogo

becauseofhowmessedupshewouldbewhen



shegothomebutshewawgettingbetter.

Thingsgotrockywhenourfatherwasshowing

signsofconsciousnessandIwasaskedtogo

tothehospital,asmuchasIdreadeditIhadto

go.

Afterbreakfast,IwenttogodropBabalwaoff

atschoolthendrovetothehospital.WhenIgot

there,thereceptionisttoldmewhichwardhe

wasinsoIwalkedthereslowlytryingtothinkof

waysinwhichthisvisitcouldpossiblyworkout

butIwasblankandtobehonestkindofscared.

Itookafewdeepbreathsbeforegoinginside

hisward,hewasintherepickinghisfoodand

notreallyeating.Iclearedmythroatandhe

lookedup

Him:"Zwelibanzi"Iwalkedclosertothebed

"comecloserdon'tbeacowardnow"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?Whydidyouaskto

seeme"



Him:*chuckles*"straighttothepointIsee.

WellforstartersIwantyoutotellyoursisterto

dropthechargesshepressedagainstmethenI

wantyoutogotothepolicestationtellthemit

wasallliesandourfamilyhadalittledispute

that'sall"Ilookedathiminshock

Me:"YouareevensickerthanIthought"

Him:"Justmakeiteasierforeveryone

Zwelibanzi"

Me:"Whydidyouhavetobeourfather?Why

areyousocruel!?She'sjustakidforgoodness

sake,yourownblood"hejustlookedatme

unmoved"Wewillseeyouincourt"

Iturnedandwalkedtowardsthedoor.

"Whereareyouguysgoingtolive?Whoisgoing

topayyourfeesatschool?Babalwa'sschool

feesatthatexpensiveprivateschool?Youthink

youaregoingtosurvivewithoutme?*chuckles*

youaremoreofanidiotthanIthought"-he



askedtheseproudly.Iturnedaroundand

chargedathiminanger

Him:"putyourhandsonmeagainsoyour

chargecanchangefromassaulttoattempted

murder"Ihuffedwithmyhandsalreadyinafist

Me:"knowwhat?You'renotevenworthit."I

walkedouthiswardandlefthimshoutingmy

name.

IdrovetotheBaartmanhome,Ihadtosee

Tasha'sdadandtellhimaboutwhatjust

happened.Igotthereandrangthedoorbell,the

doorwasopenedbyTasha.

Me:"Hey,isyourdadhere?"

Her:"Uhhhnowhat'sgoingon?What'swrong?"

Ijustlookedatherandhungrilykissedherbut

shepulledout.

Her:"ZweliwaitbabyI..."Ishutherupwith

anotherkissandshegavein.



Ipickedherupandshewrappedherlegs

aroundmywaist,Iwalkedintothehouseand

closedthedoorbehindmethenwalkedupto

herroom,assoonaswewereinherroom

clothesstartedflyingoff.Iyearnedtofeelher

softskinagainstmine,shestoppedmeasI

wasabouttotakeoffherunderwear.

Me:"What'swrong?"

Her:"IamnotoncontraceptivesZweandwe

bothknowyoudon'thaveacondomwithyou

rightnow"fuckshe'sright"Wecan'tZweli"

Me:"Okay"Iwasbumpedtobehonestbutshe

wasright,wecan'thaveanotherbabyespecially

nowandsheknowsIhatepullingoutwhenI'm

abouttocum.

"Sorry"-shesaidsoftly.Ilookedatherand

smiled

Me:"noI'msorry"Ipeckedherlips,Ilaidonthe

bednexttoher"whereisJunior?"



Her:*giggles*"onlynowyouaskabouthim

really?"

Me:"heyyouweren'tstoppingmeeither"

Her:*smiles*"heisatcrèchenowtalktome,

what'sbotheringyou?"

Me:*sigh*"Itsmydad,heisjustsomething

elseyouknow"

Her:"Youwenttoseehim?"

Me:"Ihadtoandaftertodayhewillsurelyget

whatscomingforhim"

Her:"What'sthatsupposedtomeanZwe?"

Me:"Nothingtoworryyourselfabout"Ipulled

hertolayonmychestandwelaidlikethat

quietlyuntilshespokeupagain

Her:"Justdon'tdoanythingthatwillresultin

youbeinginjailZweli,Babalwacannothandle

anotherloss.Firsthermotherinamental

institutionthenherbrotherinjail,itwouldbe



toomuchforherZwelisopleasebe

responsible"Ididn'tsayanythingafterthatIjust

placedakissonthecrownofherhead.

Insert8

∆

LateafternoonIleftTasha'shouseandwentto

Babalwa'sschooltofetchher,asIwaited

outsideIsawherapproachingthegatewith

somegirlandtheywerelaughing.Wow!Well

thiswasafirst,Babalwahasbeeninthisschool

for5yearsnow.Wellsheisinmatric,turning17

attheendofthisyearandI'venevernotonce

heardherspeakofhavingafriendatschoolor

takingpartinanyactivity,wheneverI'daskshe

wouldjustbrushmeofftellingmethatishow

shepreferredthingstobe.Beingalonethatwas

butlet'sbehonestthatisneverhealthy,one

needsacquaintancesorevenafriendsoseeing

hertodaywalkingoutthatgatewithamatewho

seemedtobeinthesameagegroupasher



mademeproud.

Theybothapproachedthecar...

Babalwa:"Bhuti"shehuggedmeandItookher

backpack

Me:"Lilsis"

Her:"ThisismynewfriendKhwezi,Khwezithis

ismyolderbrotherZweli"

Me:"NicetomeetyouKhwezi,youmustbe

reallyspecial.Babalwahasneverintroduceda

friendtome"shenudgedmewithherelbow

andherfriendgiggled.

Khwezi:"Nicetomeetyoutoobhutiwakhe"

Me:*laughs*"Babalwadoyouseehowyou're

makingmeseemlikeanoldmadala"

Her:*giggles*"Stopitbhutiyou're

embarrassingme!"

Me:"sorrykeh,uhhKhwezidoyouneedaride

home?"



Khwezi:"Nothankyou,mymomisfetchingme

soI'msorted"shelookedatBabalwa"I'llsee

youtomorrow,don'tforgetwhatwespoke

aboutneh"

Her:"don'tworryIwon't"

Khwezi:"Bye"sheshookmyhandthengave

Babalwaahugandwalkedtorwardsablack

rangeRoverwithanolderladywholookedabit

likeher.I'mguessinghermother.

Ilikedher,sheseemedrespectful.Ithinkshe'll

begoodforBabalwa,shewasn'ttooforward

andthat'sgoodbecauseIdon'twantBabalwa

hangingaroundgirlswhoareforwardandhave

nothingtodowiththemselvesbutboys.

IputBabalwa'sbackpackinthebackseatthen

wegotintothecar,Ilookedatherandsmiled.

Me:"Gladyoumadeafriend"webothbuckled

up

Her:"She'snice"Iturnedonthecarengine



Me:"Youseemhappier,IlovethechangeI'm

seeinginyoubabysis"shelookedatmewhile

smiling

Her:"Babystepsbrobro"

Me:*laughs*"Brobro?Reallynow?"

Her:"Bru?"

Me:"Babi.."Ireprimandedher

Her:"Geezokay,browskythen?"

Me:"HonestlytoGowdlingBabalwa"she

lookedatmeandwebothburstintolaughter

Her:"Gowdling?ReallyZwe"

Me:*chuckles*"Itsactuallyaninthingnow"

Her:"Liesbhutisies"

Ishruggedanddroveoff.

Me:"Wannagogrababitebeforewegosee

mom?"

Her:"Let'sbuytakeawaysfromherfavourite



foodoutletandtakethefoodtherethenwecan

eattogetherasafamily"

Me:"Goodidea"

Wedrovetothefoodoutletandorderedwhat

weneeded,aftergettingthefoodwedroveoff

tothementalclinic.Itookthefoodand

Babalwatookherbackpack,shealwaysdidher

homeworkhere.Wesignedinthenwenttothe

visitingrokmwherewewaitedforourmother.

Babalwasetupthetableandbythetimethey

broughtourmotherthefoodhadbeenlaidout,

shehuggedeachoneofusthensatdown.

Babalwa:"webroughtyourfavouritemama"

shelookedatthefoodthenus

Her:"thankyou"shesaidsoftlythengaveusa

slightsmile

Me:*clearsthroat*"mamaguesswhat?"Isaid

excitedly

Her:"Whatisitboy?"



Me:"Babalwamadeafriend"shesmiledand

lookedatBabalwa

Her:"Youmadeafriend?"Babalwanodded

Babi:"HernameisKhwezikazi"

Her:"That'snicemybaby"stillhervoicewas

soft.

Mymotherisaveryloudandenergizedperson

bynature,wellsheusedtobesothiswoman

sittingwithusherewasn'tmymother.Shewas

brokenjustlikeBabalwabutwithheritseemed

tobesomethingbiggerthanjustthat.

Me:"Let'seat,thefoodisgettingcold"

Her:"Looksdeliciousmyboythankyou"

Me:*smiles*"ThankBabalwa,itwasheridea"

Babi:"Ithoughtyouwouldbetiredofthefood

youguysgethere"

Her:*giggles*"Iam,Imisscookinginmyown

kitchen"



BabalwaandIlookedateachothersmiling,she

hadgiggled.It'sbeenawhilesinceweheard

thesoundofhersoothinggiggle.Ithinkweare

makingprogress,fingerscrossed .After

eatingBabalwadidherhomeworkwhilemama

lookedatourrecentpicturesandvideos,Ihad

notyettoldanyoneofthemthatdadhas

wokenup.Idon'tknowhow,Ifeelliketheyare

startingtorecover,eventhoughitsnotdrastic

recoveryitsstillsomethingtome.IfeellikeifI

amtobringitupwearegoingtogoback10

stepsbackwards.

"BoyIthoughtyouwerewithImi"-momsaidas

soonasshesawarecentpictureofNatasha

andI

Me:"Aimama"

Her:"AimamawhatZwe?"

Me:"Eish"

Her:"IminamisanicegirlZweli,Ilikeherand



theeffectshehasonyou.I'mnotsaying

Natashaisn'tagoodpartneroranythingjust

thatwithImitherelationshipwashealthybaby"

Me:"Mamaplease,wearetryingtofixthings"

Her:"Iknowyouloveher"

Me:"Alotmma"

Her:"AndImi?"

Me:"Mama"

Her:"Zweli?"

Me:*sigh*"Iwantbothofthemmama,butI

can'tnow.Ihavetofocusonus"

Her:"Youcan'tyetyou'rebusywithNatasha?"

Me:"shekeepsmegoingma"

Her:"Okayboy,dowhatmakesyouhappy"

Me:"Don'tyouthinkitstimeyoucameback

homewithus?"Sheshifteduncomfortably

Her:"Zweli"



Me:"Mamapleaseweneedyou,youcanheal

athome.Withusyourkids,weshouldbethe

onestokeepyousanemama"

Her:"I'mnotreadyZweli,mypsycholgist

agreestoo"

Me:"butyouaremakingprogressma"

Her:"Babystepsboy.I'mnotready"

"Wheneveryou'rereadymamawewillbe

waiting"-Babalwasaid.

Me:"Idon'tmeantopushmama,Ijustmiss

yousomuch"

Her:*sighs*"ohbabyImissyouguysmorebut

IfeelasifIhavefailedbothofyouZweli.Your

father,ohGod,Ishouldn'thavemarriedthat

man.Ishouldhavelefthim,heissickbaby,a

psychopathbutIthoughtIcouldchangehim.

Thathavingyouguyswouldmakehimabetter

manbutnothingchangedinsteadthingsgot

worse"shelookedatBabalwa"I'msorrymy



baby,I'vefailedyou.Ishouldhaveprotected

younanabutIdidnotknow,heinjectedme

everynightaftersupperclaimingitwastohelp

withmydepressiononlytofindouthewas

makingitworse.Makingmezoneouteven

moreandloosetouchwiththerealworld.I'mso

sorrybaby,ifIcouldfixthisIwould"atthis

pointbothBabalwaandmomwereintears.My

eyesburntbutIwasn'tabouttoletthetears

flow.

Mamagotup&embracedBabalwathengotup

andwalkedtorwardsthedoor.Shehatedsaying

goodbye,hatedseeingusleaveherheresothis

ishowweleftoffeverynight.

Me:"Mama,wait"Istoodup"Ihavesomething

totellyou"

Her:"WhatisitBanzi?"Sheturnedaround

wipinghertears

Me:"It'sdad"Babalwajumpedtoherfeet



Babi:"Wha...whatabouthim?"Iswallowed

Me:"Heisawake"theroomfellintocomplete

silencethenbeforeIcouldevendoanything,

Babalwablackedout.

•

SorryguysI'mverytired,butIcouldn't

disappoint.Especiallysincewe(thepage)are

currentlyon1Klikes.

Insert9

∆

Doc:"Everythingisokay,shejusthadapanic

attackbutshewillbefinewhenshewakesup"

Me:*nods*"Thankyou"hepatmyshoulder

Him:"Hanginthere"

Inoddedandhewalkedaway,afterBabalwa

faintedIcalledforhelpandluckilytheclinichas

itsowndoctorsohecouldhelp.Whenhetold

shewouldbeokaymyheartfeltreliefbutIwas



stillworriedabouther,ifthat'showshereacts

nowwhatwillhappenedwhensheactuallysees

himnoImustmakesurethatdoesnot

happened.Shewasdoingsowellalready,we

can'tgobacktostep1againnono.Ilooked

besidemeandmymotherwassittingonthe

smallcouchnexttoBabalwa'sbed,brushing

herhandsoftly.Shelookedsoguilty.

Me:"It'snotyourfaultmama"sheshookher

headsqueezinghereyesshut.

Her:"OhZwelibaby"shesighedthenlookedat

mebeforelookingbackatBabalwa"Shedoes

notdeserveallthis,mypoorbabyKumkani.

She'syoungandhassomuchlifetoliveyetso

broken.Lookatme,Ican'tevenbeamotherto

mykidsZweliI'mfailingyouguysallbecauseof

him"

Me:"Mamapleasedon'tplease"

Her:"It'strue"



Me:"Itsnotmama,youarenotfailingusplease

stopblamingyourselfbecauseofhim"Iknelt

downnexttothecouchshewassittingon

Her:"I'msorrymyboy,I'msosorry"shewiped

thetearthathadfallendownmycheek"Ishould

haveleftalongtimeago,sparedyouguysthe

pain..."

Me:"Mamaitsokay,wewillgetthroughthis"

"Mama"welookedatBabalwaandshewas

awakelookingatus.Mamaquicklygotupand

huggedher.

Ma:"Don'tscaremelikethatagainBabalwa

pleasemybaby"

Her:"MamaI'mscared"shesobbed.Ijust

stoodtherenotknowingwhattodo

Ma:*teary*"Don'tbeBabi,youknowyour

brotherwillprotectyouandthepoliceknow

aboutwhathedidbabysohewon'tbecoming

anywherenearyou"



Her:"Noonewilleverbeabletostophim

mama,that'swhathesaid.I'llneverbesafe,we

willneverbesafe"

WhatBabalwasaidmovedsomethinginmy

motherbecauseafterhearingthosewordsshe

crashedontopofthechairshewassittingon

beforeBabalwawokeupandbeganshakingher

headlikesomeonewhowasindenialthen

beganrockingbackandforth,Iwastaken

abackbythisscene,Babalwatoo.Wewere

bothjustwatchingherseeminglyloosingher

mindbythesecond.

Her:"ItsokayVuyi,itsokay.Everythingwillbe

okay,justdoashesaysanditwillbeokay

*giggles*wewillbehappy..."Sherambledon

andon...

BabalwasobbedandIwatchedwithtears

runningdownmycheeks,nochildshouldsee

theirmotherinthatstate,Iwasnolongerangry

orbroken.Iwasnowragingwithwrath,Iwant



thatmantosufferwitheverythinginme!!

"Zweligethelp"-BabalwasaidstillcryingbutI

wasunresponsive.Iwatchedhereverysingle

move&wordshesaidandjustfelltomyknees.

Iwaspowerless,lookingatmyworldcrumble

beforemyveryeyes.ThatiswhenIpromised

myselfthatIwillbethechangeIwanttoseein

mylife,Ijusthadtoprotecther.Ihadtoprotect

bothofthem.

Iwasbroughttolifebytwonursesrushingina

panicktomymother'srescue,Icouldnottakeit

anymoreIstoodup,wentovertoBabalwaand

shieldedherview.Sheheldonfordearlifeas

wesatthererockingeachotherbackandforth,

hearingthecommotionaroundusandthe

sniffsfromBabi,Ijuststarredintospace.It's

true,LIFEISBIGGERTHANUS.Itwasshowing

usflames,myhearthadbeenrippedfrommy

chest.

"whathappened?"Ilookedbackanditwasmy



mother'spsychologistIhadmetherafew

times.

Her:"Whatdidyouguyssaytoher?"

Me:"Nothing"

Her:"Nonono!Shewasmakingprogress

somethingmusthavetriggeredthisreaction"I

juststarredather"LookKumkani,Ineedto

knowwhathappenedinordertohelpher

please"

Me:"Myfatherhappened"

Her:"Yourfather?"

Me:"Heisawake"

Her:"And?"

Me:"ItupsetBabalwa,shesaidsomestuff

thenmamabeganloosingit"

Her:"Whatstuff?"

Me:"thatwewillneverbesafe"Isaiditcodly



withnoemotion

Her:"Ummmokay,thankyou"

Ilookedatthechairwheremymotherwasand

shewasn'tthere,itwasonlyBabalwa,DrFera

(thepsychologist)andI.

DrFera:"Shehasbeentakenforanimmediate

evaluation"Inodded"I'mneededthere,you

guyswillbeokay"Inoddedagain,shetried

sayingafewpositivewordsofencouragement

butIwasnothavinganyofitandshenoticed

sosheleft.

IlookedatBabalwawhowasstillholdingonto

metightly

Me:*clearsthroat*"Babalwa"shesatupand

lookedatmewitheyesswollenfromcrying"we

havetogohome"

Her:"Nowecan't,hewillcomeforusthere

Zweli"



Me:"Babalwapleasedon'tbedifficult,notafter

whathappenedplease"

Her:"Youcango,I'llstay.IfeelsaferhereZweli,

closetomom.Idon'twanttogobackthere,its

hellinthere"

Me:"Thenwheredoyousuggestwestay

Babalwawehavenowhereelsetostay"

Her:"don'tmakemegobacktherepleaseZweli

hewillfindusthere,Idon'twannagothere"

Me:"Babilook..."

Her:"NoZweliwearenotsafe!"

Me:"YouaresaferwithmethanhereBabi,I

needyouclosetomeinordertoprotectyou

please.IfIleaveyouhereandsomething

happensthenIwillneverforgivwmyselfso

pleaselet'sgohome"

Her:"I'mscaredZwe"

Me:"I'mherelittlesis"sheheldoutherpinky



Her:"Promiseme"Ihookedmypinkywithhers

Me:"Ipromise"shesighedthenhuggedme

andIhuggedhereventighter"Idon'teverwant

tolooseyouokay?"Shenoddedthenpulledout.

Her:"Iloveyou"

Me:*smiles*"Iloveyoutoosis"Istoodup

"Nowputyourshoesonsowecango"

Shegotoffthebedandworeherschoolshoes,

Itookherbackpackandhandedherherblazer.

Her:"Thankyou"

Wewalkedoutthensignedoutatthe

receptionistandIdroveushome.Wearrived

thereandthehousewaspitchblackbecause

therewasnoonethere,Babalwareleaseda

shakeybreath

Me:"Don'tbescaredwhileI'mherenothingwill

happenedtoyou"

Wewalkedoutofthecarandwalkedintothe



house,immediatelyturnedonthelightsand

Babalwabeingparanoidmademechangethe

alarmpassword.

Me:"SeenothingtoworryaboutwhileI'mhere"

Her:"Let'sjustgotobed"

Ilockedupwithherfollowingbehindmethen

wewenttoourroom,yesourroom.Shewas

tooscaredtosleepalonesowemovedabed

fromoneoftheguestroomsintomyroom

becauseitwasthemostspaciousandbasically

sharedtheroom.ShewenttobathwhileIsat

onmybedandbussendingatexttoNatasha

explainingthatsomethinghadhappenedatthe

clinicbutIwouldexplaineverythinginthe

morningwithherfatherbecauseIleftthehouse

sayingI'dgobackseeingashewasn'tthere

whenIhadleftintheafternoon.Iputmyphone

downandBabalwacameoutfromthe

bathroominherpajamassoIwenttotakea

quickshowertoothengotintocomfortablebed



wear.

Me:"Goodnightsis"

Her:"Night"Iswitchedoffthemainlightsbut

Babalwawasscaredofthedarksoweslept

withthelampson.

Itdidn'ttakelongformetohearBabisnoring,

todaywasjustamissionhonestly.Butfrom

nowonIneedtopullmysocksup,Ireally

shouldconsiderlookingforajob,needtodoso

much.EnsurethatBabalwagetsgoodmarksin

ordertogetabursarysothatshecanstudy

nextyear,Ialsoneedtogetdistinctionsinmy

modulessothattheuniversitycanhelpwithmy

fees.Thingswereabouttochange,wellalready

arechanginginmylifedrasticallyandthelast

thingIneedrightnowistobeill-prepared.Igot

outofbedandsatbymystudydeskasIdrew

upmycvandprintedafewcertificatesofmine,

wellI'veneverworkedinmylifesoIneededto

makeitlookgoodsinceIdon'thaveexperience.



AfterdrawingupmycvImadeawholebunch

ofcopiesthenstapledeverythingandputitinto

mybackpack.

Ihadtolookforajob,sortoutthemedicalaid

financestocovermomsbillthenIcanworry

aboutBabalwa'stherapybillmyself.Asmuch

asIamgratefultotheBaartman'shavingthem

payforBabalwaandMom'sbillsmademe

somehowfeelasifIowedthemsomethingin

return.Ididn'tfeelcompletelyfree,withbeing

themanofthehouseIfeltlikeIwasslacking

offespeciallysinceMrBaartmanwasalready

offeringhisservicesasalawyertoBabalwa

andI,Icouldn'thavehimdoingsomuchforus.

Hehadhisownfamilytotakecareof.

Igotintobedagain,saidashortprayerthenfell

asleep.SinceitwasFridaytherewasnoneedto

setanalarmbecausewehadnoschoolto

attendthefollowingdaybutwhenIdidwakeup

inthemorningBabalwawassittingonherbad



alreadybathedbythelooksofitwithher

tracksuitonandbusywithherbooks.

Me:"Morning"shelookedatmeandsmiled,I

smiledback.

Her:"Morning"

Me:"Youlookbetterthanyoudidlastnight,

howareyoufeeling?"

Her:"I'mokay,howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"I'mfinesis,aslongasyouaregoodthen

I'mgood"Igotupfrombedandwenttothe

bathroom,brushedmyteethandsplashedmy

facewithwaterbeforegoingbacktothe

bedroom"Whatsubjectareyoubusywith?"I

askedthishandingtomywardrobelookingfor

somethingtowear

Her:"GoingthroughmyHistory"

Me:"Ohnahcan'thelp"



Her:*giggles*"Iknow"Itookoutmygreyfaded

jeansandlookedather

Me:"Heywhat'sthatsupposedtomean?"

Her:"I'mjustwaybetteratHistorythanyou

bhuti"

Me:"Yhuuu"sheshrugged

Her:"Sorrybrowsky"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Notforgettingthis,strubob"sheburstout

laughingatme

Her:*laughs*"Youneedtostopseriously"

shakingherhead"Needmetoironthatfor

you?"Shesaidlookingatthewhitet-shirtinmy

hand

Me:"Yesplease"Iputitonthecouch"Whatare

weeatingforbreakfast?"

Her:"Fruitsaladafterlastnightssupper"

Me:"Soundsgoodtome,uuuhBabalwa"she

lookedatme"Witheverythingthatisgoingon



wearegoingtoneedtostartthinkingaboutthe

futureandhowwearegoingtosurvive,first

thinginmindrightnowismoney.Weneedto

startsaving"

Her:"Noproblem,youcantakemysavings

cardthatdadgaveme,Idon'tuseitanyway"

shelookedbackatherbooks

Me:"Howmuchisinthere?"Sheshruggedand

gavemeherphone.Iwenttoherbank

notifications,myeyeballsalmostfellout"What

thefuck!Howlonghaveyounotusedthis?"

Her:"Idon'tuseit,neverhave"

Me:"ThisisalotofmoneyBabi"shejust

shrugged

Wowokay,thisisreallyalotofmoney,wewill

continuesavingit.

Me:"WhenIfinishbathingpleasebeready,we

aregoingtoNatasha'splace"



Her:"Okay"

Iputherphonedownandquicklywentto

shower,whenIcameoutBabalwawasn'tinthe

roomsoIquicklygotdressedtookmy

backpackandwentdownstairs.Ifoundherin

theloungewithImi,theybothlookedup

Me:"Iminam?Hey"shestoodupandcameto

hugme

Her:"Hi"

Babalwa:"I'mgoingtoeatinthekitchenso

long"Inoddedasshegaveussomeprivacy.

Me:"Youcansit"

Her:"Iknowyou'reprobablywonderingwhyI'm

herebutIjustcametocheckhowyouguys

wereholdingup"

Me:"Oh,wellwearetrying.Eachdayhasits

ownchallengebutwearestillstanding,howare

you?"



Her:*smiles*"I'mokay,justworriedaboutyou

andBabalwa"

Me:"Wewillbeokay,wehaveeachother"

Her:*nods*"Isentyouanemailofsomenotes

thatImadeinethicsandItoldyourcoach

you'remotherissicksothatyoucouldbe

excusedfromrugby"

Me:"Iappreciatethat,thankyou"shestoodup

Her:"I'llseeyouaroundthen"Istooduptoo

Me:"Thankyouforcoming,meansalottome"

Her:"Youdon'thavetothankme,Iwanttobe

heresoyeahummguessI'llgetgoing"Ipulled

herinforahug

Me:"Stillbeinggoodforme?"Shenoddedwith

herheadstillonmychestthenbrokethe

embrace

Her:"Besafeokay?"Shestoodonhertoesand

peckedmycheekthentookherhandbag,I



walkedhertohercar

Me:"Byeprincess"shesmiled

Her:"Bye"thendroveoff.

Iwentbackinsidethehouseandjoined

Babalwainthekitchen,shegavemealookasI

satonthehighchair.

Me:"What?"

Her:"Aaahneksbhuti"shehandedmybowlof

fruitsalad.

AftereatingwewenttotheBaartmanhouse

andluckilyTasha'sdadwastheresowewent

tohisstudyandItoldhimeverything.

Him:"Okaysofirstlywearegoingtohaveto

fileforarestrainingordertoensurethathe

doesnotcomenearanyofyouguysthenonce

yourmotheriswellIhavetoseeheebecauseI

feelthere'smorethereandifmygutfeelingis

rightandIknowitis,Iwillpursuedhertopress



chargesagainstyourfather,notonlywillthat

strengthenBabalwa'scasebutwillalsogiveus

moreammunitionandanevenhigherpossibility

ofhimgoingtojail.Hiscaseofassaultagainst

youisweak,soyoudon'thavetoworryabout

that"

Me:"Sowearesafe?"

Him:"FromwhereI'mstanding?Hellyeah"

Me:"Thankyousomuch"weshookhands

Him:"BeforeIforget,yourfatherhasbeen

takingintopolicecustody"

Insert10

∆

BABALWA

•

AfterspendingtheentiredaywithNatasha's

family,ZweliaskedforustobeexcusedandI

don'tknowhowbutheconvincedNatasha's



fathertolethersleepoverwhichwasgreat

newsbecauseitwouldgetourmindoffof

things.Zwelicalledtheclinicandtheytoldhim

itwouldbebestifwegaveherabitofspacefor

adayortwojustforhertogetbetterIguess

buttheydidmanagetocalmherdownand

reasonwithhersoIwashappy.Inolongerfelt

guiltybecauseIfeltasifIhadpushedherto

thatpoint.

AfterTashafinishedpackinganovernightbag

forBanziandherselfweexcusedourselves.

"Whatdoyouguyswannaeatforsupper?"-

ZweliaskedashedroveofffromtheBaartman

residence.Iwassittinginthebackseatwith

JuniorwhileTashasatinthefrontwithZweli

Tasha:"AnythingyouguyswanttoeatI'mcool

with"

Zweli:"Babalwa?Anyideas?"Helookedatme

throughtherearviewmirror



Me:"Maybelasagneandsomeroastchicken,I

don'tknow.Whatdoyouthink?"helookedat

Natashaandshenodded

Him:"Babe?"

Her:"I'mdownbabydon'tstress"

Him:"Alrightthenlasagneitis,thankyouladies

forvolunteeringtocook.Youguystakesuch

goodcareofmeIcan'tdealhonestly"weall

laughed,juniortoo.Onewouldswearhe

understoodwhathisfatherhadjustsaid

Me:"Andthenwena?Whyareyoulaughing?"

Him:"Hayhayhay"

Zwe:"HayBabalwaletmysonbe"

Me:*chuckles*"Tash?"

Her:"Don'tworry,I'mwithyouonthisone"

Zwe:*chuckles*"Reallybabe?Really"

Jr:"Willy!?"Welookedateachotherand



laughedagain

Me:"YesJr,Willy"

Him:"Ohhh"henodded,likeIreallycannotdeal

withthischild .Hemakesmesohappy

andboydoeshelikeactingolderthanhisage!

Wegothomeandlittheplaceup,Zweliwentto

sitintheloungewithhissonwherethey

watchedrugbywhilstTashandIprepared

supper.Shewasbusywiththelasagneandthe

roastchickenwasmybaby.

"Youlookwaybetternowthanthepastfew

weeks"-Tashsaid

Me:"Really?"

Her:"Yes,I'vebeenmeaningtotellyoubut

momwasalloveryoubackathome"

Me:*giggles*"True,couldbarelykeepupwith

herquestionsbutIknowshemeanswell"

Her:"I'mjustgladyou'reokay,Iknowyouguys



aregoingtopullthroughthisstillstanding"

Me:*sighs*"Ihopeso,Ireallyhonestlyhope

so"

Her:"Havefaith,you'restrongandsoisyour

brother.Together,youtwoareaforcetobe

reckonedwith"

Me:"You'resomotherly"

Her:*giggles*"HauBabalwa"

Me:"It'snotabadthing,shouldactuallytakeit

asacomplement.Youjusthaveawayof

makingonefeelbetter,justlikemother'sdo"

Her:"AwwwBabalwa"shewipedherhandson

theapronshehadonandmadeherwayonmy

sideofthecounterthenhuggedme"Thankyou"

shepulledoutandlookedatme"You'retruly

gettingbetterIcanseeitinyouractionsandit

makesmesohappy"

Me:"IthinkI'mhappytooactually"



Her:"Wow!Can'tbelievethisisyourightnow"

shelaughed"Let'sgetbacktosupperbeforw

yourbrothercomesherecomplainingaboutus

takingtime"

Me:"Trueee"shelookedatmeandchuckled

whilstshakingherheadandwecarriedon

cooking.

Whenthefoodwasalmostdone,Iwenttogo

setthedinnertablewhileNatashawrapped

everythingupthenweallgatheredatthetable,

saidgraceanddiggedin.Juniorwassitting

nexttohismothereatingtoobuthewasonly

eatingthechickenthough.

Zweli:"Thankyouforthefoodguys,tastes

amazing"

Me:"You'rewelcome"

Tash:"It'sapleasurebaby"

Him:"YouknowIloveyourcooking"hewinked

atherandsheblushedsohard,mybrotherhad



theeeebiggestsmirkonhisface.Wowthese

two Isilentlylaughedwhilepickingmyfood.

"whatisfunnyBabi?"-Zweliasked

Jr:"Fanibaba"copycat

Me:"Ohnothing"Ismiled

Him:"Mhmmm"

Me:"Youtwoarecutethatsall"

Him:*chuckles*"Iknow"heblewherakiss,

omgsheturnedpink.

Her:*clearsthroat*"I'mgoingtogetaclassof

water,excuseme"shequicklygotupandwent

tothekitchen.

Me:*giggles*"Stopitbhuti,you'remakingit

hardforhertoeat"

Him:*laughs*"Whaaaaa?I'mnotevendoing

anything"hehadasipofsomejuicethengave

juniorsome"Babe!?"



Her:"Coming"sheappearedwithabottleof

water

Him:"Wasstartingtogetworried"

Her:*smiles*"I'mokay"

Me:*laughs*"Youguysneedtostop,don't

forgetjuniorandIarestillintheroom"

Tash:*giggles*"Babidon'tbesilly"

Zwe:"Babalwacanyoupassmethechicken

please"Ipassedhimthebowlwithchickenand

hetookapiece"Thankyou"

Wecarriedoneating,afterourlittledinnerwe

allwenttothekitchenandcleanedup.Imust

sayitwasfun,Iwasfeelinglighter...Idon't

knowtoexplainitbutatthatmomentmyheart

wasatpeace.

Tash:"Babecanyoupleasemakehisbottle,I'll

gogivehimabathsolong"

Him:"Noproblemnunus"



Tash:*laughs*"definitelynotgoingtosay

anything"sheheldJunior'shand"Let'sgoboy"

IlookedatZweliashewatchedthemwitha

smileonhisface,hereallydidlovehislittle

familyandhewassogoodwithbothofthem.

Frommypointofviewtheywerereallyacute

littlefamily,withsomuchloveandcare

amongstthem.Itmakesmehappytoseemy

brothernotfollowingourfather'sfootsteps,he

isreallythetotaloppositeofhimanditmade

meevenmoreproudtocallhimmybrother.A

truerolemodelinmyeyes,IhopethatItoocan

beabletoseethepositivesideofthingseven

whenthegoinggetstoughandthatisonething

Zwelistriveson.

"whyareyoustarringatmeBabalwa?"-Zweli

asked,bringingmebacktolife

Me:"Sorry,what?"

Him:"You'restarringBabi,it'sweird"herolled



hiseyes.Ishookmyheadsmiling,Zweliwas

suchacharacter!

Me:"Ididn'trealise,sorry"Iwipedthesink

Him:"Whatsgoingoninthatbigheadof

yours?"

Me:*giggles*"Notasbigasyours"hequickly

pokerfaceonme"I'mjoking*giggles*lighten

up"

Him:"Nowtellmewhatyouarethinkinglittle

sis"

Me:"Iwasjustthinkingabouthowgoodyou

arewithyourtinyfamily,you'rereallydoinga

greatjobwiththem"

Him:"Iam?"Inodded"wowthankslittlesis,

youdon'tknowwhatitmeanstobemehearing

yousaythat.Reallythankyou"

Me:*smiles*"Noproblem"

Heturnedaroundandcontinuedmakinghis



son'sbottlebutthenthedoorbellrang,he

turnedtolookatme.

Him:"didyouinvitesomeone?"

Me:"What?Nooo!WhocouldIpossiblyinvite?"

Him:"Thatnewfriendofyours"

Me:"Ididn'tinviteanyoneZwe,gogetthedoor"

Heputeverythingbackonthecounterand

headedtothelounge,Ifollowedbehindhim.

Him:"Whoisit!?"

Unknown:"Kumkaniopenthisdoor"itwasa

malevoice

Zweli:"Ungubani?"(Whoareyou?)

Him:"ZwelibanziBooi,openthisdoor!"He

soundedangry,Zwelilookedatme

Zwetome:"Ngumalume"(it'souruncle)I

lookedathimshocked

Me:"Nodon'topenZweli"isaidwhispering



"whatifhehurtsus?Afterallheisourfather's

brother"

Him:"Wedon'thaveachoiceBabi"

Me:"Okay"IheldhimhandtightlyasIstood

behindhimthenheopenedthedoor

Zwe:"Malume"

Him:"Malume?Youmademewaitoutsideof

myownbrothershouseandallyoucansayis

malume?"

Zwe:"I'msorry,wecouldn'tfindthekeys.We

werealreadygoingtobed"

Him:"Mxm,whatrubbishisthisI'mhearing

frommybrotherthatyouguysareplotting

againsthim"

Zwe:"plotting?Nooneisplottinganythinghere,

hemolestedBabalwa!"

Him:"Molested!?That'srubbishZweliIknow

mybrother"



Zwe:"wellclearlynotenoughtoknowthatheis

apedophile"

Him:"Yey!Whereisyourrespect?Haveyou

forgottenI'myourelder?"

Me:"Nomalumeitstrue,he..."

Him:"Whowastalkingtoyou?"Iswallowed

"I'maskingyouaquestiondammit!!"

Zwe:"Youarenotgoingtowalkinhereandtalk

toherlikethat"

Him:"Sheisachild!Akazothethaamadoda

ethetha"(shewillnotspeakwhilemenspeak)

hethenlookedatme"doyouunderstandme?"I

nodded

Me:*swallows*"Ewemalume"(yesuncle)Ilet

goofZweli'shand"I'mgoingtobed,good

night(ini)"

Him:"Notbeforewetalk"hewalkedtothe

livingroomleavingZweliandIstandingbythe



door.

Zwelicletchedhisfistandjaw.

Me:*whispering*"no,don'tplease.Youare

goingtogetintrouble"hecursedunderhis

breatheasheshutthedoor

"I'mwaiting!"Malumeshoutedfromtheliving

room

Zweli:"Iamgoingtodislocatethatman'sjaw"

hechargedtothelivingroombutIpulledhim

back

Me:"No,no,no!CalmdownpleaseZwe.Think

ofmeandmomplease"hetookadeepbreath

out

Him:"Fine"

Me:"Thankyou"Igavehimabriefhug

"yeyIdon'thavethewholenight!"Heshouted

again

Me:"Coming!"



Zweli:"Heistestingmypatience"

Me:"Don'tlethimgettoyou"wewalkedtothe

livingroom

Malume:"Babalwagogetsomejuiceforme"

Me:"Ewemalume"Iturnedandmademyway

tothekitchen.

Insert11

∆

KUMKANI

•

Babalwaexcusedherselftogogetthebeverage

ourunclehadaskedfor,leavingmealonewith

him.AllIdidasIsatwithhiminthelivingroom

wastotryandkeepmyselfincheck,kept

thinkingofmymotherandBabalwa'sstateof

mindandwhatwouldhappenedifIgotarrested

becauseI'msurenowwiththechargeI'm



facingforassaultingmyfather,ifIamtoaddon

tothatbybeatingupthismaninfrontofmeI'd

surelygotoprisonsoallIdidwasthinkof

mamaandBabi.

"Kumkani"-hecalledout,Iliftedmyheadand

lookedatim.

Him:"Whatdoyoucallwhat'shappeninginthis

family?"

Me:"Excuseme?"

Him:"Youthreeturningagainstthemanthat

putsfoodinyourmouths,thelavishlifeyou

guysarelivingisbecauseofhimandnow?"

Me:"Whydon'tyouaskyourselfwhywewould

upandsuddenlyturnagainstan'honourable'

man?Huh?Didyouaskyourselfthat?Doyou

evenknowhimoryoujustchoosingtoturnthe

blindeyeonallthedisgustingthingshedoes"

Him:"Don'tpatronizemeKumkani"



Me:"Youknowheisn'tthemanhemakes

himselfouttobe,youknowthatmalume"

Him:"Evensowhatkindofsonareyou?

Turningagainstyourownfather!?"

Me:*chuckles*"Areyouseriousrightnow?You

aregoingtocomeinhereandactlikewhatyour

brotherhasbeendoingtoBabalwaandheaven

knowswhattomymotherisnothing!?"

Him:"Don'traiseyourvoiceatmeboy"

Me:*laughs*"Iammoreofamanthanyou'll

everbe"

Him:"Excuseme?"Hestoodfromthecouchhe

wassittingonandIdidtoo

Me:"Youarestandinginfrontofmedefending

thatspinelesswhimpyoucallabrother..."

Him:"Boyyoubetterwatchyourwords"

Me:*smirks*"YouarelessofamanthanI

thoughtyouwere"heglaredatmeandallIsaw



inhiseyeswasrage,justthenIfelthisfist

connectwithmycheekandIstumbledback.I

sentmyfingerstodosomeinspectiononmy

cheekandthrobbinglipanditcameback

bloody.Ichuckledshakingmyheadasmy

angerbuilt-up

"Zwelino"-Babalwasaidassheplacedthe

beveragesonthecoffeetablethencameand

stoodinfrontofme

Her:"Rememberwhatwespokeaboutplease"

shetriedtotouchmybruisedfacebutIpushed

herhandaway

Me:"I'mfine"Itookaglassofjuicesfromthe

trayonthecoffee,tookahugegulpedthensat

downbutBabalwa&malumewerestillontheir

feetstarringatme"Youjustgoingtostareat

methewholenightor?CauseI'vegotthingsto

dohey"

Babalwa:"bhutistop"Ichuckledandtookasip



ofthejuice

Me:*shakingmyhead*"Janeh"

Malume:"Lookslikemybrotherwasright

aboutyouguys"hetookhiscarkeys

Me:"Youcameherewithyourmindmadeup

aboutwhat'sgoingoninthisfamilyalreadysoI

reallydon'tknowwhatyouwereexpectingto

comeoutofthislittlevisitofyours"

Him:"ZwelibanziI'myourelderdammit,give

mesomerespect!"

Me:"Actliketheelderyouclaimtobe"

Babi:"Zwe..."

Me:"NoBabalwahecan'tcomehereandtreat

uslikeapieceofgumstucktothebottomof

hisshoe,hedoesn'tseeanythingwrongwith

whathisbrotherdidbutfindsfaultinus

reportinghim!"

Him:"WenaBabalwayouhappywithyour



fatherbeingbehindbars!?"

Her:"I..."

Him:"Youwhat?Huh?Youareaworthlesslittle

girl,wasteofspermbothofyou"Icouldn't

handleitanymore,Ichargedathimandpushed

againstthewallbutthisniggahadasmirkon

hisface.That'swhenIrealizedBabalwawas

right,Iletoutasighandlethimgo.

Me:"You'renotevenworthit,pleaseleave"

Him:"Withpleasure"hewalkedoutoftheliving

andoutthefrontdoor.

Iwalkedbehindhimandlockedthedoor,whenI

returnedtothelivingroomBabalwawasno

longerthere.ItooktheglassIwasdrinking

fromandthrewitagainstthewallthencrashed

onthechair.Howdarehecomeinhereand

insultus!Iwasfumingfuck!

•



•

NATASHA

∆

Icouldheartheracketcomingfromdownstairs

butIdidn'twanttomeddleinfamilyissues,it

wasn'tmyplacetodoso.Itsuddenlywentquiet

andthat'swhenBabalwawalkedintothe

bedroomlookinghighlyupset,shecrawledon

herbedandcrouchedintoaball.Ididn'tknow

whattodosoIjustclimbedonthebednextto

herandwrappedmyarmsaroundherasshe

criedsilently,juniorwasstandingnexttothe

sideofthebedthatBabiwassleepingon

lookingatherconfused.

Me:"It'sgoingtobeokay"

Her:*sniffs*"maybeheisright"

Me:"Who?"

Her:"Myuncle"shesighedthenturnedaround



tofaceme"Iamworthlessaren'tI?"

Me:"What?NoBabalwa.."

Her:"Thenwhywouldmyownfatherdothisto

meNatasha?"

Me:"BecauseheisasickmanBabi,youruncle

issicktooforsidingwithhim.Nothingtheysay

shouldgettoyou,theyareawasteofoxygen

bothofthem.Yourfatherdoesn'tdeservetobe

calledafatherafterwhathedidtoyouandthat

uncleofyours,hisopinionofyoudoesnot

matter,don'tgivehimcredit"

Her:"It'shardwhenIfeellikeI'minthewrong

fordoingallthisandfinallyspeakingout

againstmyfather,Ifeellikepeopleareagainst

meTasha"

Me:"Zweli,yourmomandmyfamilyaren't

againstyou.Yourfather'sfamilyistakinghis

sidebecauseheistheirsourceofincome"

Her:*sigh*"Idon'tknowanymore,Ijustwant



allthistocometoanendsothatIcanmoveon

withmylife.Isthattoomuchtoaskfor?"

Me:"Ofcoursenotbutitwilltaketime,youjust

needtobepatient"sheturnedandgavemeher

back

Her:"I'mtired,justwannasleep"

Me:"Ohokay,I'lljustgocheckonZwelithen"

Her:"Goodluck"

Me:"Isheangry?"

Her:"Fuming"

Me:*sigh*"Okay,goodnight"

Her:"night"

Igotoffthebed,woremygownandtookJunior

thenmademywaydownstairs,Ipassedbythe

kitchenfirstforhisbottlethenlookedfor

Kumkanionlytofindhiminthelivingroom.I

stoodbythedoorwayandwatchedhimashe

satonthecouchwithhisfaceburiedinhis



hands,thiswholewasreallytakingitstollon

himasmuchashewastryingtoremainstrong

andthegluethatkepteverythingtogether,it

wasweighingdownonhim.Iwalkedintothe

livingandsomethingstungmyfoot.

"Ouuu!!"-Icriedoutandquicklysatonthe

couchnearesttome.Ihadsteppedonapiece

ofbrokenglassbutitwasnothingbig

"Babyyouokay?"HeplacedBanzinexttome

"Letmesee"heinspectedmyfootthenstood

up

Me:"I'mfine,it'sjustasmallcut"

Him:"I'mstillgoingtofetchthefirstaidkit"

Me:*sigh*"That'snotnecessarybaby"

Hejustturnedandwalkedoutofthelivingroom,

camebackafterawhilewiththefirstaidkitand

cleanedthesmallcutbeforeputtingasmall

plasteronitthenpeckedmylips.



Him:"I'msorryabouttheglassokay?"

Me:*nods*"Itsnothingbig,I'mfine"

Him:"Yousure?"Inoddedagain"Whatwere

youdoingdownhereanyway?"

Me:"Icametocheckonyou,Babalwatoldme

whathappenedandIkindofheardsomeofit

butIdidnotwanttomeddleinfamilypolitics"

Him:*nods*"I'lladmitIwasfumingafterheleft

butI'vecalmeddownnow*sigh*letmeclean

upthisglassthenwecangotobed"

Me:"Okaybaby"heplacedasoftpeckonmy

foreheadthenwenttogofetchabroomand

scoop

JuniorwasfallingasleepnexttomesoImade

himlaycomfortablywhilewewaitedforhis

fathertogetdone,whenZwelifinishedhetook

Juniorandwewentupstairswithhimwalking

behindhim.IntheroomBabalwawasfast

asleep,guessshewasreallytiredlikeshesaid,I



fixedthebedforJuniorandhisfathertucked

himin.IclimbedinbednexttohimwhileZweli

wenttotakeaquickshower,bythetimehe

slippedintobedbehindmeIwasalreadydozing

off.Hewrappedhisarmaroundmywaistand

pulledmeclosertohim

"Goodnightprincess"hekissedthebackofmy

neck

Me:"Goodnightbaby"Iwasslowlyfallinginto

adeepslumberwhenIrememberedthatjunior

didn'thaveabottleforthemiddleofthenight.

"babe"

Him:"Mh"

Me:"Ididn'tmakeabottleforjunior"

Him:"Mhbabythere'sabitleftfromtheoneI

madehimnowgotosleep"

Me:"Zweliitwon'tbeenoughplease"

Him:"TashbabypleaseI'mtired,gobackto



sleep"Isighedthengotoutofbed,hequickly

grabbedmyhand"Natasha"heswitchedonhis

sidelampandlookedatme"Getbackintobed,

I'llgomakeit"thatwasmoreofanorderthana

suggestionsoIjustclimbedbackintobed.

Heleft,camebackafterawhilewithjuniors

fluskandatinofmilk,quicklymadejuniors

bottlethenclimbedintobednexttomeand

switchedoffhissidelamp.

Him:"goodnightkiss?"Iliftedmyheadmy

headupandpeckedhislipsbuthedeepened

thekiss.

InthemidstofourkissIheardsomethinglikea

windowbreaking,Iquicklypulledoutofthekiss.

Me:"Didyouhearthat?"

Him:"Hearwhatbaby?"

Me:"ZweliIheardawindowbreakingjustnow,

whatifwehaveintruders?"Iwhispered



Him:"Babethisisnotthetimeforjokes"

Me:"I'mnotjokingZwe..."Iheardfootsteps

"Didyouhearthat?"

Him:*nods*"Shhhokay?"Iquicklynoddedand

hegotoutofbed

Me:"NoZweliI'mscareddon'tgo"

Him:"I'mjustgoingtocheckwhat'sgoingon"

Me:"it'snotsafe,justlockthedoorandwewill

callthepolice"thefootstepsweregetting

closerandmyeyeswidened.

Zweliwalkedtothedoorandstoodbehinditas

thehandleturned,Iswallowedthelumpinmy

throatasamansteppedinsideinallblackand

abalaclava.Helookedstraightatmethen

walkedtowardsthebed,myheartwasbeating

sofastasifitwasabouttobeatoutofmy

chest.BeforeIknewitZwelishutthedoorand

attackedhimfrombehind,Iquicklyreachedfor

myphoneanddialed10111,putitonloud



speakerthenscreamedforhelp.Babalwawoke

upinthemistofthisdramaconfusedand

disoriented,hereyeslandedonherbrother.All

Icouldthinkofwasmysonatthatmomentin

time,Itookthesidelampandunpluggedit.The

intruderwasnowontopofZweliasIwasabout

tosmashitontopofhishead...

"don'teventhinkaboutit"-avoicesaidfrom

behindme.Islowlyturnedandtherewas2

moreofthem.

Him:"Nowbehaveandclimbbackonthatbed

nexttoyoursonoverthere"thescufflebetween

Zweliandtheguywhohadgotintotheroom

firsthadstopped.

Me:"Pleasedon'tdothis"oneofthemthrew

meonthebedandtheystartedattackingZweli

"Noooooo!!Stopplease!"Juniorhadwokenup

andIheldhimclosetomychest,Babalwashut

herearsandeyes.AllthiswhileZweligroaned

andpleadedforthemtostop,Iwasscaredfor



myson,Zweli,Babalwaandmysafety.Ididn't

knowwhattodo!

IgaveJuniortoBabalwaIhadtodosomething,

ItookthelampandopenedJuniorsflusk.

Smashedthelampononeoftheintrudershead

andpouredthehotwaterontheotherbutthe

thirdcaughtmewithahotsmack.That'swhenI

heardthesoundofpolicesirens.I'veneverbeen

morehappierinmylife,allthreeofthemquickly

rushedoutoftheroomandIrushedtoZweli's

side.Hewasbadlybatteredandinpain,Itried

totouchhimbutheflinched

Me:"Sorrybaby"Iwasintears"Babalwacall

theambulanceplease!"IlookedatZweli"Can

youstand?"Heshookhishead"Hangon

please"

Thepolicecamerushingintotheroomand

weresoonfollowedbyparamedics.Iwas

shaken,sowasBabalwa.Wequicklyworeour

shoesandfollowedbehindtheambulancethat



Zweliwasputintoandrushedtotheemergency

unit,Ijusthopedhewasokay.Thiswholething

wasjusttoomuch,Babalwasobbednexttome

aswesatinthewaitingareaIcalledmydad.

Him:"Tash,babydoyouknowwhattimeitis"

Me:*sobs*"Theybrokeintothehouse...Zweli

he...*swallows*theybeatZweliup.Please

comeplease"

Him:"Okay,okay.Calmdown,whereareyou?"

Me:"Melomedhospital,theonenearour

church"

Him:"Okay,I'llberightthere.Getyou&

Babalwaasweetcupofcoffeesolongokay?"

Me:*sniffs*"Daddywhatifhedoesn'tmakeit"

Him:"Tasha,daddywillberighttherekeep

calmpleasemybaby"

Me:"Okay"

Him:"KeepaneyeonBabalwaokay?"Inodded



asifhecouldseeme"I'llbetherein15

minutes"hehungupandIlookedovertowhere

Babalwawassittingandshewasstarringinto

space.

Isatnexttoherandsqueezedherhand.

Me:"Wehavetobepositive,he'llmakeitoutof

this"

Her:"Whatifhedoesn't?"

Me:"That'snotgoingtohappened,Zweliis

strong.Let'shavefaith"shesighedthennodded.

Ipickedupmybabywhowassleepingonthe

chairandheldhimtomychest,Zweliwasgoing

tobeokay,Iknowhewill.

Insert12
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Afterawhileofwaitingmydadarrived,Iquickly

stoodupandhuggedhim.

"It'sokayI'mherepumpkin,daddyishere"-he

saidashecaressedmyback"It'sgoingtobe

okay"Inoddedwithmyheadstillonhischest,

hebrokehisembracethenlookedatJunior

whowassleepinginmyarmsthenatBabalwa

Him:"Babalwa"sheraisedherheadtolookat

him"heisgoingtobeokay,heisastrong

youngfella.Trustmehewon'tleaveyou

hanging"

Her:"Ihopeso"helookedatme

Him:"Hasthedoctorgivenyouanyupdates?"

Me:"We'vebeenwaitingherethewholetime,

noonecametoseeusorupdateus"

Him:"whatactuallyhappenedthereNatasha?"

Me:"WeweregettingreadyforbedwhenI

heardthewindowbreaking,Zweliinsistedon



goingtocheckoutwhatwashappeningbutit

wastoolatetheywerealreadyheadedforhis

room.That'swhentheintruderwalkedintothe

roomwewereinandZweliattackedhimfrom

behind,Itriedtohelpbutthereweretwomore

ofthemdaddythenthey..."

Him:"Breathbaby"Itookadeepbreatheout

"Goodnowtalktome,whathappenednext?"

Me:"Thenallthreeofthemstartedattacking

Zweli,Itriedtostopthemdaddy.Iscreamedfor

themtostopandsodidZwelibuttheycarried

onbatteringhimlikesomedog,I..."Icouldn't

keepitinanymoreIjustsobbedandsodid

BabalwaIguesshearingwhattranspired

evoctedrawemotionsinhertoo.

Dad:"Girlscomeonnow,heisgoingtopull

through.He..Ohdoctor"Iquicklywipedmy

tearsandlookedupatthedoctor

Doc:"KumkaniBooi?"



Dad:"Yeswearefamily"

Her:"Okaywellsir,yoursonsuffereda

fracturedribandhiskneecapgotdislocatedin

themidstofthephysicaldisputehefound

himselfinotherthanthatheshouldbeokaybut

willundergoimmediatephysiotherapyforhis

kneeonceheregainshisstrength"

"Soheisgoingtobeokay?"-Babalwaaskedin

alowtone,thedoctorlookedatherandsmiled

Her:"Yes,MrBooiisgoingtobeokay.Wehave

howevergivenhimsomeheavymedsforthe

painsoheiscurrentlyunconscious"

Me:"Canweseehim?"

Her:"I'dlikeforhimtorest,I'llacceptvisitsfor

mypatienttomorrowonly"

Dad:"Evenifits5minutesdoctorplease"

Her:"UnfortunatelyI'mgoingtohavetosayno

andI'dadviseyourgirlsheretogohomeand



rest,theylookdistressed.Weneedyouguysto

besanewhenyouseehimjusttogivehim

somecourageokay?"Inodded

Dad:"Thankyouverymuch,canwetalk?"

Her:"Surewecangotomyofficesir"

TheywalkedoutofthewaitingareaandIsat

downnexttoBabalwa,asmuchasmyheart

washeavythatwecouldn'tseehimIwasjust

gladthathewasgoingtobeokay.AlthoughI

knowhewon'ttaketheinjuriesquietwell

especiallywithhisloveforrugby,knowinghe

can'tplayisgoingtotearhimapartbutatleast

beisgoingtobeokayandthat'sallthatmatters.

IlookedoveratBabalwaandshelooked

relieved.

Me:"See?Itoldyouhewouldpullthrough"she

lookedatmeandsmiled

Her:"Ithoughthewasgoingtoleavemelike

momdid"myheartsank



Me:"Shedidn'tleaveyouBabalwa"

Her:"Thenwhereisshenowwhenweneedher

themostTasha?Shethinksshecan'thandle

thisbutwhataboutusherkids!?Weare

sufferingthemostherewhileallshecares

aboutisherselfandbeingready!?Readyfor

Tashahuh?Shewantstocomeoutwhenthe

flameshavediedout?AfterZweliandIhave

facedthemusicalone?Ihateherforletting

ZweliandIbarealltheheat!Sheisselfish!Just

likethat..."

Me:"Nonono!Babalwayoudon'tmeanthat"

Her:"Ido"shesaidthatlookingatmestraight

intheeyewithabsolutelynoemotions

Me:*swallows*"Wow...UmhIdidnotexpect

thisatall,Ijust..."

Her:"Tashplease,Idon'tneedwisewordsright

now.Ijustwantmybrotherandallofthistobe

over,I'mtired.EverytimeIthinkwearetakinga



stepforwarditfeelslikewetake10back,I'm

tured.Ineedabreaktoo,I'monlyhumanand

thisrighthereistoomuchforme."

Me:"Babalwaplease"

Her:"No!Letmeletitallout!Allthisweighs

heavilyonmyshoulders,Godhasturnedablind

eyeandisallowingustogothroughallthishurt

andpain,itsnotfair!Wedeservemuchmore

thanallthis!Ihatemyfatherformakingusgo

throughsomuch!Whycouldn'thecareforus

likeanormalfather?Likehowyourfathercares

foryouTashawhycan'tIhavethat"shewas

startingtogetemotional,noshewasbeyond

thatpointandjustasIhadanticipatedshe

brokedown.

Myfathercameoutofnowhereandtookjunior

soIembracedBabalwa,honestlyseeingthem

gothroughallthesehardshipswasstartingto

weighdownonmetoo.Imeanthesearepeople

Icareforandnow justfeltlikelifewasbeing



reallyunfair.

Ilookedatthedoorwayandtwopoliceman

stoodthere,afterBabalwacalmeddownwe

excusedourselvessothatshecouldgoget

herselftogetherinthetoilet.Sheregainedher

composureandwewentbacktowherewehad

leftdadandthepolice,theyhadcometotake

ourstatementsabouttheeventsthathad

transpired.

Policeman1:"Letmeformallyintroducemyself,

detectiveKauandthisismypartnerTolashe"

wejustnodded.

Tolashe:"Weunderstandwhattookplaceat

theBooiresidencemusthavebeenatraumatic

experienceforbothofyoubutwearegoingto

needtotakebothyourstatementsaboutwhat

reallyhappenedinthathouse"

Dad:"Beforewebeginwiththis,wereyouable

tocatchtheintruders?"



Kau:"Wecaught2ofthem,unfortunatelythe

otheronegotawaybutIcanassureyouthathe

willsoonbefoundandwillbeinpolicecustody

allweneednowarethestatementsofthese2

girlsandoncetheboywakesupwewillneed

histoo"

Tolashe:"Solet'sstartaboutwhathappened

beforeyouallwenttobed"IlookedatBabalwa

Her:"Wellwe..."Shetoldthemeverysingle

detailofwhathadhappenedwiththeiruncle

untilthepointwhereshewenttobed.

Kau:"ThankyouMsBooi,nowMs...?"Hewas

lookingatme

Me:"Baartman"

Him:"Right.MsBaartman,wehavereasonto

believethatyouwereawakewhenathistook

placesocanyoutakeusthroughwhat

happened.Stepbystep"

Itoldthemeverysingledetailofwhathappened,



notleavinganythingoutandaftergivingour

atatementsdaddroveushomeandagain.

BabalwaandIsharedaroom,webothtook

quickshowersthenIgaveJuniorhisbottleas

hehadwokenup,momcametomyroomand

gaveusbothacupofteabeforeretiringtobed.

Assoonasmyheadhitthepillow,Iwasgone!

•

•

BABALWA

∆

Wakingupthenextday,Ifoundmyselfalonein

Natasha'sroom.IlaidbackonthebedasIwent

backtolastnightsevents,Ireallydidn'trealise

theamountofangerIhadinsidemeuntilIwent

offatNatashainthewaitingarea,Ireally

thoughtIwascomingtotermswitheverything

butIwaslyingtomyself.Iwasstillverymuch



angry,angryatnotonlymyfatherwho

instigatedthiswholethingbutmymothertoo

becauseshewasfailingherroleasamotherto

meandZwelionceagain,Ineededtotalktomy

therapistaboutallthisinoursessiontomorrow.

Igotoutofbedandwenttothebathroom,like

thelasttimeIwashereNatashahadtoiletries

laidoutformethatIcouldusesoItookaquick

bath.Afteragood5minutesIgotoutofthetub

anddrainedthewater,IfeltkindabetterasI

appliedlotionandfeltenergyrushthroughmy

body.Iwantedtoseemybrother,that'sallI

couldthinkof.Isteppedoutofthebathroom

andbackintoTasha'sroomandImadethebed

withatowelwrappedaroundmybody,she

walkedintotheroomasIfinished.

Her:"Sorryjustcametogiveyouthese"she

placedanovernightbagbythedoorthen

quicklysteppedout.

Iquicklyplacedthelastofherdozenpillows



theninspectedtheovernightbag,itwasmy

clothes.Iguesstheyhadgonetothehouse,I

gotdressedinmypumatracksuitandsneakers

thencombedmyhairandcleanedupafter

myselfbeforegoingdownstairsandfindingthe

wholefamilywaitingformearoundthe

breakfasttable.

Me:"Morning,I'msorryforholdingeveryone

up"

Ma:"It'sokaybaby,Ijustfinishedpreparing

breakfastanyway"

MrB:"Yeahnoproblemwhatsoever,Ihopeyou

sleptwell"IsatdownnexttoJunior

Me:"YessirIdid,thankyouforopeningupyour

hometomeonceagain"

Him:"Absolutelynoproblem,Ihopeyoudon't

mindbutwewenttoyourhouse,wellthepolice

weredonegatheringtheirevidencesothey

wantedtohandthekeyoverandIgavethem



mynumberlastnightandtheycalledmetoget

yourhousekeysandTashaheresaidyou'd

needafewclothessoshepackedforyouand

Kumkani"

Me:"No,thankyou"hesmiledandnodded

Him:"Let'seatsowecangoseeZweli"I

noddedwithasmileonmyface"finallyshe

smiles"

Ma:*giggles*"Honeydon'tputpressureonher,

Banziblessthefoodboy"heputhishandover

hiseyesandwhisperedGodknowswhatfora

goodminutethenshoutedAmenandsodid

everybodyelsearoundthetable

Me:*giggles*"Soyoupraynow"

Tash:"Sayyesmyboy"hejustnodded

simultaneouslyasheindulgedintotheBacon

striponhissmallplate.

Weenjoyedourlovelybreakfast,TashandI

washedthedishesthenweallwenttohospital,



Iwasgiventheopportunitytogoinfirstand

alone.Hewasjustlayingonthatbedlookingto

theotherside.

Me:*clearsthroat*"bhuti"heturnedtolookat

measasmilecreptthroughthecornerofhis

lips

Him:"Babi"

Me:"Hey"

Him:*chuckles*"Aah..."Heflinched

Me:"Youokay?"Ipanicked

Him:"I'mokay,justhurtstolaughandall.You

justgoingtostandthere?Comecloser"I

walkedclosertohisbed"SmilealittleI'mokay"

Me:*sigh*"IwasscaredandI'dlooseyoubhuti,

don'teverdothattomeagain"

Him:"Hey"hegotaholdofmyhand"Ipromised

youIwasn'tgoinganywheredidn'tI?"Inodded

"didn'tIBabi?"



Me:"Youdid"

Him:"So?"

Me:"Ishouldtrustyou"

Him:"Exactly,I'mnotgoinganywhere"Iwanted

tohughimbutIwasscaredI'dhurthis

woundedbody,helookedprettybeatup.Those

goonsreallydidanumberonhim"isitbad?"

Me:*shakesmyhead*"no"

Him:"don'tlietomeBabalwa"

Me:"okayjustalittle"

Him:"Theface?Don'ttellmetheymessedwith

myprettyfaceBabalwaI'lldie"

Me:*giggles*"Reallybhuti?"

Him:"Comeontellmemybabyisokay"

Me:"Juniorisfineactuallyhe..."

Him:"SisI'mtalkingaboutthefacecomeon

mygirlcouldwalkinhereanyminute,can't



scareheroff"

Me:"You'restillhandsomebhuti"

Him:"Youreckon?"Inodded"ThankGod

yhuuu"

Me:*laughs*"Melodramatic"heshookhis

headsmiling

Him:"it'stoughouthere,havetoalwaysmake

sureIgotthesauce"hepulledhisfaceandI

laughed

Me:"I'msureTashwon'tmindthescars,they

dokindaworkwiththepackage"

Him:"Ilookbadassdon'tI?"Hesmirked

Me:"Always"

Him:*chuckles*"that'swhatIliketohear"

"Goodtoseeyouallsmiles"-Tasha'sfather

saidashewalkedinwithhislittlefamily,Zweli

andIbothlookedatthedoorway,hislips

immediatelyformedasmilewhenhiseyes



landedonNatashaandJunior

Him:"Heyyou"

Her:*smiles*"Hey"

Jr:"Heyoo"(hello)

MrB:"YohbabysoyouandIareinvisible"

Mrs:"Sadtruthmylove"

Zweli:*laughs*"AfternoonMr&MrsBaartman"

MrB:"Letmeandmywifeoverheregobuyus

lunch"

Zwe:"Thatwouldbegreat"

MrsB:"Goodseeingyoualiveandwellson"

Him:"Goodseeingyoutooma"

TheywalkedoutleavingTash,JrandIinZweli's

ward.

Zwe:"Babycomeclosercomeon"shewalked

evencloserandhepouted



Me:"Haahbhutiyoucan'tbeserious"

Him:"Don'tmindBabalwa,justapeck"he

poutedstillandsheplacedapeckonhislips

"Thankyouforwhatyoudidyesterday"

Her:*smiles*"I'ddoitalloveragainifIhadto"

hesmiled

Him:"Youdon'tknowhowmuchallthismeans

tomebaby,lastnighttookthecup.Thankyou

okay?"

Her:"Don'tthankmeZweli,IdidwhatIhadto

babe"

"Zweyi"-thatwasjunior

Zwe:"It'sdadtoyouboy"Juniorjustlookedat

himandstretchedhisarmsout

Tash:"Daddycan'tpickyouupbaby"

Jr:"Zweyi!"Hewasstartingtogetcranky

Zwe:"Babyit'sfinejustputonthembednextto

me,there'smorethanenoughspace"Tashput



jrnexttohisfatherandhecuddledevencloser

tohimthenpulledtheblankets aithisboy.

AfterthatnobodycouldtouchZweli,noonly

juniorcould.SoTashandImadeourselves

comfortableonthecouchinhiswardand

conversedwithhim.
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Wakingupinthathospitalbed,Iwasgrateful

thatIlived.Icouldn'tbarethethoughtofleaving

BabalwainthiscruelworldcausehadIpassed

onshewouldhavebeenaloneinallhonesty

IliveformysisterandIwillcarryonlivingfor

heruntilwearebothbackonourfeetthenI'lllet

herspreadherwings&liveherlifehowshe

pleases.WhenIlearntaboutmyfracturedrib

anddislocatedkneeIwasindistress!Icould



loosemybursary,that'ssomethingIdon'tneed

rightnow,notwitheverythingthatisgoingon

butifIcan'tplayinthebigmatchescomingup.

Imightaswellforgetmybursary.

Afterspendingthedaywiththefamily,Iwasleft

withMrBaartman.

Him:"Iwon'tlieson,lookslikethiscase

againstyourfatherisgoingtobeadifficultone"

Me:"Yoususpecthimtobetheonebehindthe

attack?"

Him:"Inallhonestyyes,hewantstopushyou

guysintoacornersothatyoucanbackdown.

Yourunclewasjustadistraction,whatwe

shouldfocusonisyourfather*sigh*I'mgoing

tomoveyouandBabalwa,thehouseisno

longersafeforyouguys.Ialreadyappliedfor

Babalwatobehomeschooledforthe

remainderofthisyear,thetherapistwillalso

cometoyouguysinsteadofBabalwahavingto



gotoher..."

Me:"Waitareyoutellingmewearegoingtobe

onlockdownbasically?"

Him:"It'sforthebestZweli,I..."

Me:"ButIhaveschoolsir"

Him:"Withyourcurrentimpairmentyoucan't

play,meaningsoonerorlateryouaregoingto

looseyourbursary.Youwillgobacktoschool

nextyear,bythenthiswholethingwillbeover"

Me:*shakesmyhead*"Therehastobe

anotherway"

Him:"Iunderstandthisisalotforyoutotakein

butitsforthebest,yourfatherisapowerful

manandhewillusethatpowertrustme"

Me:"Whataboutmymother?"

Him:"Shewillbewithyouguysatthesafe

house"

Me:*sighs*"AmIsafehere?"



Him:"Ialreadymanagedtogetyouguardswho

willstayherefortheremainderofyourstay

hereatthehospitalsoyes"

Me:"Thankyou"

Him:"I'llletyoutakeineverythingonyourown,

thegirlswillbeheretomorrow.Ihavetogoto

court,yourfatherappliedforbail.Needtomake

surethatitsdenied"

Me:*sigh*"Thankyou,foreverything"

Him:"Don'tmentionit"hestoodup"Takecare

inhere,don'tstress"

Me:"I'lltry"henoddedthenwalkedout.

Isighedloudly,thisiswhatourliveshadcome

to .Allthisbecauseofonemanwhofailed

hisroleasafatherandahusband.Nowmylife

comestoastandstill,plansImadeformyself

andfuturearebeingputonholdbecauseofone

selfishman,Ifeltangerburndeepinsideme.I

couldn'tthinkofpositivewaystolookatthis,no



notatall.Iamgoingtobeseparatedfrommy

sonandhismotherfor6monthstosaythe

least.Ihatemyliferightnowbutatleast

BabalwaandIweregoingtobereunitedwith

ourmother,thatformeistheonlygoodto

comeoutofthis.

"MrBooi"-mydoctorsaidassheenteredmy

wardwith2bigguyswalkingbehindher

Her:"YourguardsarehereandIalsocameto

checkonyou"Ilookedatthemthenbackatmy

doctor"Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"Fine"

Her:"Thepain?"

Me:"Goingtoneedanotherdoseforthepain"

Her:"Isitbad?"Inodded,Ihadtriedtoignoreit

whileIhadmyvisitorsbutitwasn'tgoingaway

"MindifItakealook?"

Me:"Sure"shenoddedassheworehergloves



thenliftedthelittlehospitalblanketIhadbeen

coveredwith.

Afterhavingalookatmywoundsshegaveme

ashottodumbthepainthenIhadtoeatin

ordertodrinkmytablets,Idecidedtogetsome

sleep.Iwastired,notonlyphysicallybut

emotionallydrainedaswellandIdidn'tknow

howtoexpressthatnordidIknowwhototurn

toaboutwhatIwasfeeling.Ididn'twanttoturn

toNatashanorIminam,Ididnotwanttoseem

likeaweaklingnobuttotellyouthetruththis

wholethingwasslowlytakingitstollonmetoo.

Ididn'tknowhowmuchlongerI'dbeableto

keepplayinghero.

Imusthavefallenasleep,damnthemedication

theyhadmeonwasstrong!Anursewasinmy

warddoinghermorningroundIguess.She

helpedmeemptymytank,thengotmecleaned

upandtheyservedbreakfastandonlythenI

couldhavemymedsandtheshotforpain.



Natashacameinasthedoctorleftandmygirl

didn'tlookokayatall.

Her:"Hey"shesmiled,thedressshehadon

lookedgoodonher

Me:"Babe"shekissedmebrieflythenquickly

satonthecouchnexttomybed"Noclimbon

thebednexttome"

Her:"Idon'twanttoinflictpainonyour

wounds"

Me:"Tasha"

Her:*sigh*"Okay"shestoodupandtookoff

hershoesthenhoppedonthebedcarefullyon

myrighthandsidesinceitwasmyleftribthat

wasfractured

Me:"What'swrong?Whyareyouupset?"

Her:"I'mnotupset,howareyou?"Ilookedat

herandshequicklylookedaway

Me:"Nolookatme"sheshookherhead,I



sighed"Baby"shesniffed"Nocomeontalkto

me"

Her:*sniffs*"Idon'twantyoutogoZwe"I

wrappedmyonearmaroundherandbrought

herclosertome

Me:"Tash"shewipedhertearsandlookedat

me,shelookedsocute

Her:"Dadtoldme"Igaveherthe'carryon'look

"aboutyouguyshavingtogointohidingfor

safety"Isighedbeforekissingthecrownofher

headandlaidbackonthepillows,sherested

herheadonmyarm.

Me:"I'mnothappyaboutthewholethingeither

butyourfathersaysit'sforthebest,Ihatethe

thoughtofbeingawayfromyouandJuniorbut

*sigh*Idon'tknowbaby.Ireallydon'tknownow,

thisoneisoutofmyhands,itreallyis"

Her:*sigh*"Iknow,justthatthistrialcould

taketime"



Me:"Idoubtwewillstayinthesafetyhouse

untilthedurationofthetrialthough,Imeanmy

fatherwouldbedumbtotryandinflictanyharm

onusbecauseitwouldgobacktohim"

Her:"Ijustwantthisalltobeover,it'staking

itstolloneveryone"

Me:"Youdon'tknowhowmuchIwishforthe

samethingmylove"sheliftedherheadand

lookedatme

Her:"Iknowyou'retryingtobestrongandall

babybutIthinkyoushouldseesomeonetoo"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Her:"Acouncillor,Idon'tmaybeall3ofyou

shouldseeafamilytherapistyouknow.To

salvagewhat'sleftofyourfamily"

Me:"IknowwhatIneedrightnow"

Her:"What?"

Me:"Comecloser"shemovedcloser"you"I



whisperedinherear

Her:"Zwe..."

Me:"Don'tcontestpleasebaby,it'sbeena

while"

Her:"Iknowbutyou'rewoundedandyouknow"

shesignalledwithhereyesthattheguards

werewatchingus.

Me:"Uhhhguyscouldwehavesomeprivacy

please"

Guard1(Cebo):"Weweretoldnottoleaveyour

sidesir"

Me:"Please,you'llstandoutsidethedoor"he

gavemeaslightnodandtheybothwalkedout

thenclosedthedoor.IlookedatTash"We're

alonenowbaby"Ipeckedherlipsandshe

deepeneditthenpulledout

Her:"yousurewewon'thurtyour..."Ishuther

upwithakissandpulledhertoclimbontopof



memakingsureshedidn'thurtthewounds.I

feltabitofpainasshesatonmylapandI

flinched,shequicklypulledoutofourkiss

"Sorry"

Me:"it'sokay"

Herlipsfoundtheirwaytomineagain,shewas

carefulinthewayshebothtouchedandkissed

me.SoonIfelthersoftpalmonmyfaceasI

restedmineonherass,rubbingandsqueezing

itintomyownpalm,shereleasedasoftmoan

andIfeltmymemberrise.Iranmyhandupand

downherthighbutinnotimefoundmyway

underherdress,herunderwearwasalready

drippingwetandthatmademymembereven

moreharder.Mylipslefthermouthdownher

neckasIpushedherpantytothesideandput

myfingerinherwetholethenslowlytookitout

andrubbedherclit.

"Kani..."-shemoanedsoftly,shewassowet.I

wentforthefannyholeagainbutthistimewith



2fingersandshegaspedforair.Iwantedtobe

insideherthereandthen.

Me:"Babe"

Her:"Mmhhhh,yeah.Yes?"Iwasstillfingering

her,Iplacedasoftkissonhershoulder

Me:"Areyouonfamilyplanningnow?"Iwentin

deeperandalittlebithardertoo

Her:"Ye..yeesKumkaniyesbabyIdid"she

noddedwhilebitingonherbottomlip,this

entiretimehereyeswereclosedshut.Ipulled

myfingersoutofherfannywholeandlookedat

mewithlazyeyesasItookmymemberoutof

myboxers,shehadalreadyhelpedmegetthe

hospitalgownoutoftheway.

Sheslowlysatonmyhardmemberand

immediatelyhervaginalwallsclungonmydick.

IcursedundermybreatheasIenjoythe

sensationitsenttomytoes,slowlyshemoved

upanddownmylengthwhileIranmythumb



overherhardnipplesthatwerestickingoutof

thedressshewaswearing.Hermoanswere

gettinglouder

"Babykeepitdown"-Isaidthatpinchingher

hardnippleandmoanedasshenodded.

Myhandwentdowntoherclit,rubbingitasshe

rodemeanditdrovehercrazy.Shelaiddown

onmebutnotreallyapplyinganypressureon

mybodyandbegantwerkingonme,that'swhen

Ilostitandbegangroaning.Shewentatitfora

while&IfeltmyclimaxcomingasIhadafirm

griponherwaist,assoonasIfeltmysperm

cumingIquicklypulledherupsothatIdon't

cuminsideher.Idon'ttrustthose

contraceptives,theyarenota100%certainty.

Wetookaminutetoregainourstrengththen

sheturnedtolookatme

Her:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"shesmiledandIgavehera



softpeckbeforeshegotoffthebed.

Her:"Goingtogetapapertowel"

Me:"Okay"therewasarollnotsofarfrommy

bedshegotthatcleanedherselfupthen

cleanedmeupandmadesureIlooked

presentableagainthenkissedmebeforesitting

downonthecouchnexttomybed."Fuck,its

noteasytryingtogetitonwhileahalfimpaired

body"

Her:*giggles*"You'llbeingoodshapeagain,

don'tstressaboutit"

Me:"Thenyou'llseehowmuchIreallymiss

you"

Her:"Ican'twait"Iwinkedatherandshe

winkedback

Me:"Babecanyougetmesteersplease"she

checkedthetimeonherwristwatch

Her:"Okay,anythingelse?"



Me:"Juiceplease"

Her:"Mixedberry?"

Me:"Imeanlikeduuh"

Her:*giggles*"justmakingsure"shestoodup

"amIstillpresentable?"

Me:"Comecloser,letmefixsomething"she

movedclosertothebedandIpulledherinfora

kiss"Iloveyouprincess"

Her:*smiles*"Iloveyoutoo"shewentthrough

herbagandhandedmemyphone"Iminamhas

beencallingyou"

Me:"Oh?"

Her:"Ididn'tansweritsoyoumightwantto

giveheracallback"

Me:"Thanksbabe"shenoddedthenwalkedout

IcheckedmyphoneandIhadmessagesfrom

Imiaskingifeverythingwasokayandthatshe

wasconcernedaboutmesoIjustcalledher



back,sheansweredafterawhile

Her:"hello?"Itsoundedlikeshewassleeping

Me:"hey,amIdisturbing?"Therewassome

fidgetingthensheanswered

Her:"Zweli?"Iguessshewascheckingthe

callerid"uhhnono,itsokay.I'vebeentryingto

getaholdofyou"

Me:"Yeah,somethinghappenedsoIdidn't

haveaccesstomyphone"

Her:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Otherthanmydislocatedkneeand

fracturedrib,I'mokay"

Her:"What!?Whathappened?"

Me:"wasattackedbutI'mgoodnow"

Her:"ohmyGodZweli!Howcanyoubeso

casualaboutit!?"Shesighed"I'msorryfor

shoutingjustthatI'vebeensoworriedabout

you"



Me:"Iknowbutyoudon'thaveto"

Her:*sigh*"Ican'thelpitZwe..."Webothwent

quiet

Me:"Mimi"

Her:"Yeah"

Me:"You'renotgoingtoseemeforawhile"

Her:"Idon'tunderstand,whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"I'mnotcomingbacktoschooluntilnext

year"shewentquiet

"Zwe..."Shesaidsoftlyafterawhile

Me:"princess"

Her:*sigh*"babywhat'sreallygoingon?"

Me:"Babalwa,momandIareindanger"

Her:"Itsyourdadisn'tit?"

Me:"Yeah"shesighed

Her:"Iwillkeepprayingforyouguys"



Me:"Pleasedo,howareyou?"

Shebegantellingaboutwhatwashappeningat

school,therugbyteamandwebasicallyspoke

abouteverything,attheendofthecallshe

insistedthatweprayedandIagreedbutinstead

ofprayingwithherIlistenedtoherprayingfor

meandendedthecallonalightnote.She

broughtpeacetomysoul.ImiandNatasha

bothhadtheirownspecialrolesinmylife,Iwas

planningonkeepingbothofthemhopefullyin

theendmarrybothofthembutthatwewill

havetowaitandseeiftheyagreeto.

Insert14

∆

ZWELIBANZI

•

AfterthecallwithImiIfeltabitmorelighter.As

Ilaidinthathospitalbed,lostinthelittle

fantasyworldmymindhadnowtakenmeto,



Juniorcameinsidemywardrunningwhilst

gigglingandBabalwacamesoonafterhim

runningoutofbreathe,hequicklyhidnexttomy

bed.

Her:"Juniorseriously!"Shetookadeepbreath

in"Hibhuti"

Me:*smiling*"Hey"IlookedatJuniorwhowas

tryingtoclimbonthebedbutfailingdismally

thenlookedatBabi"Couldyouhelphim..."

Her:"Yeahsure"shepickedhimupandhe

quicklythrewhimselfonme

Me:"Aaahboy"Babalwaheldhimbackabit

andhelookedatmeinconcernasmyface

showedthepainIwasin,heputhishandonrib

andsoftlycaressedit

Him:"Isungu?"(Whathemeanttoaskwas

doesithurt?Buthe'spronunciationwasn'tall

thatgood)Inodded"Sowwivah"(sorryneh)

Me:*smiles*"Okayboy"IlookedatBabalwa



"Yougavehimcandydidn'tyou?"

Her:"Itwasjustalittle,Ididn'tknowhewas

goingtobesuchahandful"

Me:"Sincewhendon'tyouknowhowJunior

getswhenheisonasugarrush?"

Her:"I'msorry,itwon'thappenagain"shesat

downonthesmallcouch

Me:"Whodroppedyouguysoff?"

Her:"WellTash'sdadassignedadrivertome

soyeahwecamehere,whereisNatasha?She

leftthehouseearlyinthemorning,Ithought

she'dbeherewithyou"

Me:"Shewenttogetmelunch,youtwoate

beforeyoucamehereright?"Shenodded

"Zweyiina"-Jrsaidashehandedmehisshoe

Me:"Noboyboy,putyourshoeon"

Him:"A.ah!"Igavehimasharplookandhe

slouchedbackonthepillowsbehindhim



"Zwe..."-Babicalledoutforme

Me:"Yeah"sheclearedherthroatsoIlooked

upatherdirection

Her:"Bhutindicelauxolo"(I'msorrybigbro)I

cockedmyeyebrow

Me:"Whyareyouapologising?I'mnotmad

aboutyougivinghimsweetsitschilled"

Her:"Notthat,I'maskingyoutoforgiveme

becauseyounowhavetoputyourlifeonhold

becauseofme"

Me:"Ohthat"Islouchedbackonthepillows

too"Don'tbesorry"

Her:"Ican'tnotbeZwe"

Me:"Nonofthisisyourfaultsis"

Her:"Can'thelpbutfeelasifitis"

Me:"Itsokay,wearefamily.Idon'tholdanyof

thisagainstyouBabalwa,youknowthatandI'll

doanythingtogetusoutofthismessso



pleasedonotfeellikeyouareatfaulthere.Its

dadnotyou"

Her:"Zwe"

Me:"NoI'mnotgoingtoallowyoutofeellike

youcausedallthesechanges"

Her:*sighs*"Idon'tknowhowIwilleverthank

you"

Me:"Bygettingbetterandshowingmeallthis

wasworthit,Iwanttoseeyouliveyourdreams

andbecomingwhatyou'vealwayswantedto

be"

Her:"I'lltry"

Me:"That'sallIwannasee,youtryingtoget

throughthis"

"Molweni"-BabalwaandIbothlookedatthe

doorwa,thereshewasstandinginadenimskirt

withherwhitevestandblackjacketmatched

withherblacknikey



Me:"Mimi"shestoodnervouslyatthedoorway

Her:*clearsthroat*"IknowI'mnotsupposed

tobeherebutIthoughtI'dandseehowyou're

doing"

Me:"Uhhhyeah,comein"shelookedat

Babalwaandsmiled

Her:"Babalwa,hey"shewalkedclosertous

Babi:"Hi"

Her:"Howareyouholdingup?Howarethe

exampreparationscomingalong"

Babi:"I'mgettingthere,sofarmyheadisstill

abovethewater"

Her:"Good,youhavemynumberifyouneed

anyhelpwithScience"Babalwanodded,

couldn'thelpbutnoticeadropofattitudefrom

hertowardsImibutIignoredit.Shethenlooked

atJunior

Her:"HelloBanzi"



Him:"Heyoo"shelookedatmeandsmiled

Her:"Bigguy,howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"Abitofpaineverynowandagainbut

otherthanthatI'mgood,yougood?"She

nodded,shewassoawkwardIguessshecould

sensethevibeBabalwawasgivingher.

"Kaniyou'llneverguess..."-shestoppedinher

tracksassoonashereyeslandedonImithen

shelookedatme.

Her:*clearsthroat*"Sorry,didn'tknowwehad

company.Ibroughtthefoodyouaskedfor"she

walkedtowardsthebedandgavemethe

takeawaybeforetakinghersonintoherarms

"heybaby"shepeckedhischeek"Whyareyou

sosticky"shesaidthatusingabitofhersaliva

togetthestickysubstancethatwasonhis

cheekoff"Nomanwhogavehimsweets?"She

lookedatme

Me:"Comeon,whywouldknowinghowhe



gets"

Babi:"Aaahguys,nowyougoingtocrucifyme.

IsaidIwassorry"

Tash:"Iminam"

Imi:"Hi"Tashnoddedbeforesittingdownat

theedgeofthebedandentertainingourson,

fuckthiswasawkward!Imijuststoodtherein

awetakingeverythinginandIguessputting

one&twotogetheraboutwhatwasgoingon

betweenNatashaandIthensheswallowed&

turnedhergazeuntome"Well*clearsthroat*it

wasniceseeingyou"shelookedatBabi"And

youtooBabalwanotforgettingyouTashbutI

thinkit'sbestIgetgoing"shelookedather

wristwatch"yeah,Ishouldgetgoing.Ihavea

classin30minutes"

Me:"Thankyouforcoming"

Her:*chuckles*"don'tthinkIshouldhavebut

ummmyeah,you'rewelcome"shehuggedme



brieflythentouchedBabalwa'sshoulder"Wish

youguysallthebest"shewashurtIcouldtell.

Me:"Mimo"

Her:"Ihavetogo"shequicklywalkedoutofmy

ward.Tashagotupfromtheedgeofthebed

andpickedupherbagtoo

Tash:"ByeZwe"

Me:"Thoughtyou'dspendtheday?"

Her:"Ihaveanassignmenttofinish"

Me:"Oh?"Shekissedmycheekthenbid

farewellandIwasleftwithamuteBabalwa

"WhywereyoucoldtowardsImi?"

Her:"Iwasn't"

Me:"Babalwa,don'ttestmedoyouhearme?"

Shenodded"Iminamisnotyouragemate

siyavana?"(Understood)

Her:"Ewebhuti"IsighedasIdialedImi's

numberandtriedcallingherphonebutshe



hunguponme

P̀leasecalmdown,justletmeexplainplease

princess̀-sentthetextonWhatsApp,itdidn't

takelongformyphonetobeep

Her:̀NowIfinallyunderstandwhyyou'vebeen

shuttingmeout̀shesentanotherone

ỳoureallyhadmefooledZweli butI'mabig

girlI'llbefine.Goodluckwitheverything̀

Itriedtocallherbutshehunguponmeagain

soItextedher

Me:̀Okayfine,I'llletyoucalmdownbutI'llcall

youlaterandyouwillanswermycallsIminam`

shereadbutdidn'treply

p̀rincess̀shebluetickedmeagain

ỳouknowIhateitwhenyouignoremy

messagesImipleasedon'tmakemeangrỳ

sent.Myphonebeeped

Her:̀canIhavemyspaceplease?Wewilltalk



later̀

Me:̀okayMimò

Iwasabouttoputmyphoneawaybutitrang

anditwasher

Me:"Babe"Babalwalookedatmethenplucked

inherearphones

Her:"Zweliwhydoyouhavetodothistome?"

ShehadbeencryingIcouldtellbyhervoice

Me:"Mimo..."

Her:"Idon'tunderstandZweliyoutoldmeyou

couldn'tbeinarelationshiprightnowbutyou're

withher"shesighed"Orisitmeyoudon't

wannabewith?"

Me:"Baby..."

Her:"Don'tbabymenowZweplease"

Me:"OkayI'msorry"

Her:"IwantanswersZwelibanzi"



Me:"You'llunderstandsomedayprincess"

Her:"areyoubeingseriouswithmerightnow?"

Me:"asaheartattack"

Her:"Canyoustopbeingplayfulthisisserious

dammit!"

Me:"Areyoutalkingtomelikethat?"

Her:*sigh*"ngyaxolisa(I'msorry)it'sjust

that..."

Me:"It'sokay,justknowIloveyou"

Her:"Thenyouwouldn'tdothistomeZweli"

Me:"AndIloveherjustasmuch"shewent

quietthenIheardhersniff"Mimo"

Her:"Youarebeingahugeprickrightnow

Kumkani!Don'tyoucareaboutmyfeelings?

You'rebeingsoinsensitive!"

Me:"Bybeinghonestwithyou?"Shewentquiet

again,mydoctorcameintomyward"Listen



MimoIhavetogo"

Her:"Don'tyoudarehanguponme

Zwelibanzi!"

Me:"Iknowyou'renottalkingtomelikethat"

silence"Good,I'llseeyoutomorrowbutwewill

talklater"

Her:"I'mnotcomingthereagain"shehungup.I

lookedatthedoctor

Dr:"Ididn'tknowyouhadavisitorMrbooi,I

wantustogocheckyourkneetoday.Seeifthe

surgerywasasuccess"Inodded.Babalwa

stoodup

Her:"Ihavetogoformysession,I'llseeyou

tomorrow"Inodded"Iloveyou"

Me:"Loveyoutoo"wehuggedbrieflythenshe

left.

Afteraboutanhourofthedoctorhavinganx-

raydoneonmykneeandalltheother



necessaryproceduresthatneededtobedoneI

wasbackatmywardandIatethecoldsteers

thatTashhadboughtmeearlier.WhenI

finishedeatingIdecidedtocallher.

Her:"Kani"

Me:"Hey,stillbusy?"

Her:"No,Iactuallyjustfinishedandgavejunior

abath"

Me:"Oh,whatareyouguysdoing?"

Her:"Wellwearegoingtoeatthenlock

ourselvesinmyroom,I'mquiettired.Whatare

youdoing?"

Me:"WhatcouldIpossiblybedoing?"

Her:*giggles*"Idon'tknowZwe...Howare

yourwounds?"

Me:"Same"

Her:*clearsthroat*"Baba"



Me:"Mh.."

Her:"Aboutearlier,Ihavenothingtoworry

about.Right?"

Me:"Noyoudon't"

Her:"Good,causeI'dhateforustofightZwe.

YouknowI'mtryingnottobethatnagging

girlfriendagain"

Me:"Iknowbabyandthankyou"

Her:"Havetogo,Juniorisbeingnaughtybye...

Junior!"Shehungup.

NatashawasgoingtogoballisticonmewhenI

proposethiswholethingtoherbutthat's

somethingtoworryaboutlater!Rightnow

thoughIhadotherthingsonmyplate.

Thedayfinallycameformetobedischarged.

Mimowasstillverymuchangryatme,wellshe

refusedtovisitsoIletherbebutthatdidnot

meanIhadgivenuponher,Isenthera



heartfeltmessagesandexplainedtoherthatI

wouldn'tbeabletocontacther.Sherepliedwith

asimpleIloveyoutootextandthatshe'dwait

formetocomebacktomysensesbecauseI

hadclearlylostthemifIthoughtshewould

agreetosharingmewithTashaoranyother

womanforthatmatterbeforewishingmewell.

IsaidmygoodbyestomysonandTash

althoughitwasheartbreakingformeseeingher

cryithadtobedone.Iwasdriventothehouse

byadriverandescortedinsideonlytofind

mamaandBabalwaalreadythere.Myguard

helpedmegetsettledonthecouchandthen

lefttheroom.

Me:"Mama"theyweresittinginsilenceeven

thetvwasoff.

Her:"Helloboy,Iheardaboutwhathappened

mntanam.Nxese"(mychild,I'msorry)

Me:"It'sokaymama,I'llgetbetter,howare



you?"

Her:*smiles*"DrFerasaysI'mgettingbetter"

Me:"Wenahowdoyoufeel?"

Her:"I'llbefinewhenmykidsarefine"Babalwa

stoodupandwalkedout,mama'sfacefell.

Me:"I'llfixitdon'tworry"

Her:"She'sangryatmebaby"

Me:"I'lltalktoher"

Her:"Noboy,Ihavetodoit.Sheneedstohear

itfromme"

Me:"Idon'twantarepetitionoflasttimemama

please,justletmetalktoherfirstthenyoucan

talktoherorI'llbeherewhenyoudo"

Her:"Aren'tyouhungry?Tasha'sfatherhas

beensogoodtous"shestoodup

Me:"YesIknowma"

Her:"Ihopeyouguyshaveshowngratitude"



shewalkedintotheopenplankitchen

Me:"Ewemama"Itookmyphoneout

Her:"IhaveasessionwithDrFeraat16h30so

I'llmakesuppernowbecausenormallyafterthe

sessionsIhavetodointrospectionthentake

mymedswhichmakemesleepysoIwon'tbe

abletocook"

Me:"I'msureshewillmakesomesortof

changetoyourroutineImeanthisisnotthe

clinic,you'rewithusnowandweneedyou"

Her:"OhbabyIknow"

Me:"Canyoucookmyfavouriteplease"

Her:"Anythingforyoumyboy"

ItextedBabalwaonwhatsaplandshesaidshe

justwantedtosleep,thatshedidn'twannatalk

butIshouldwakeherupwhenmamawasdone

cookingbecauseshewasgoingtotakeanap

andIjustsaidcool.Thenputmyphoneaway,I



couldn'tmakecontactwithanyonefromback

homecauseofitbeingpossiblytraced.

Althoughmyfatherhadbeendeniedbail,

Tasha'sdadsaiditwouldbebetterthisway

becausehewasmorelividnowthaneverand

therewasnotellingwhathemightdo.

-unedited
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BABALWA

•

Afterthescrumptiousmealmymothercooked

andIwilladmitImissedhercooking,Igathered

thedisheswehadusedtoeatwhilemamawas

stillhavingasessionwithherpsychologistand

washedthedishesthenwenttobidfarewellto

ZwelibecauseIwasofftobed.

Him:"Youokay?"Inodded"Babi..."



Me:"I'mfinebhuti,Ijustwanttobealone"

Him:"Ifyouneedanything"

Me:"Iknow,I'llcallonyoubutyoushouldgoto

takeyourmedsandgotobed"

Him:"I'mjustgoingtowaitformamatofinish

up"Inoddedandattemptedtowalkawaybut

stoppedwhenhespokeupagain"Pleasedon't

besohardonher,sheneedsusandweneed

hertoo.PleaseBabalwa"Istoodstillthen

turnedaroundtofacehimwithafakesmile

Me:"Goodnightbhuti"

Him:"Undimamelephof?"(Areyoueven

listeningtome?)

Me:"Ewebhuti"hesighed

Him:"GoodnightBabalwa"Inoddedandmade

mywaytothebedroomwhichIhadbeen

assignedto.

Asmuchasthiswasnothome,Ilikedit.Ifelt



comfortablehere,Iguesswithallthathad

transpiredattheBooimansionIfeltabit

suffocatedinthatspacebuthereI'matpeace.I

don'tknowbutIfeellighter,withmymomhereI

kindoffeelabitofmixedemotions.Ican'thelp

butblameherforwhathappened,Idon'tknow.I

justfeelthatsheasamothercouldhavedone

somethingtopreventtheeventsofmolestation

thatIwentthroughinthehandsofherhusband

butthenagainsheclaimsshedidnotknow

whatwashappening.Sigh,Idon'tknowhowto

feelbutI'lldiscussthiswithmytherapist

tomorrow.

Itookoutmynightdressandgownthenwalked

tomybathroomwhereItookabathjusttorelax

mybodybeforeIgetbusywithmybooksfor

therestoftheevening.Afterthelongrelaxing

bathImademyselfcomfortableatmystudy

deskandbeganstudyingbeforebeing

disturbedbyaslightknockhalfwaythroughmy



revision.

Me:"Who'sthere?"

"It'smebaby,canIcomein?"-itwasmymom.I

stoodupandwenttoopenthedoorforher

Me:"Mama?"

Her:"CanIcomein?"InoddedasImovedout

oftheway,myguardwasstandingrightoutside

mydoorsoIclosedthedoor"IhopeI'mnot

disturbingyourstudysession"

Me:"It'sokay,Iwasgoingtotakeabreather

andgetacupofcoffeesoyou'renotdisturbing"

Her:"Ohokay*clearsthroat*Iwantustotalk

mybaby"Iswallowed"let'ssitdown"sheheld

myhandandpulledmetositontheedgeofthe

bedwithher.

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwanttohaveatalkmama"

myheartwaspumpingandmypalmswere

startingtosweatcauseofmynerves,Idon't



thinkI'mreadytohearwhatshehastosay

Her:"Ihavetodothisforyou,formyselfand

ourrelationshipasamother&daughter*she

sighed*Iknowthisisn'teasyforyousoyouwill

justlistentomebaby"Inodded"Idon'teven

knowwheretostartVuyelwa"sheletgoofmy

handsandwipedhersonherlongskirtthatshe

waswearing,Iguessherpalmsweresweaty

fromthenervousnesstoo.

Me:"Ijustwanttoknowwhatmadeyoustay

evenwhenyousawsignsofhimbeingbadfor

youandyourstateofmind"

Her:*sigh*"Okay,Iwasdiagnosedwith

depressionattheageof16,it'ssomethingI've

battledwithallmylifebabyandsometimeswell

mostofthetimeIwasinmentalclinics

becauseofit.Istruggledtodealwithitbut

whenyourfathercameintomylife,hebrought

lightintoitbaby*shesmiled*forthefirsttimeI

washappy,genuinelyhappyevenmy



psychiatristwasimpressedwiththe

improvementIshowedandshereckonedthat

hewasgoodformewellevenIsawit.Wegot

marriedwhenIwas21andIwasalready

pregnantwithKumkani,lifewasstillgoodeven

afterIgavebirthtohimthenwehadyouand

mypregnancywithyouhadalotof

complicationswellduetostressbecauseyour

fatherwasbarelyhome.Hewasneverhome

untilIhadtogetanemergencyc-sectionwhenI

wasonly28weekspregnantwithyou,Iwas

stressingknowingthatmylifewasn'tinorder,I

stillhaveflashbacksofhimtellingmetoabort

youafterwefoundoutyouweregoingtobea

girlbutIneverlistened.Iwasdeterminedto

haveyoubaby,Iwasexcitedtohavemyown

littleprincessbuthewasstoodbyhiswordof

notwantingababygirl.Ithoughtthatmaybe

thatwouldchangewhenyoucameintothis

worldbuteverythingjustwentdownsouth,Ifell

intodepressionandthedoctorsweren'thopeful



thatyou'dmakeit.Noonecametoseeusin

hospital,yourfathernevercametoseeusnot

onceanditbrokemebecauseithadsunkin

thathereallydidnotwantyouanditscaredme

knowingIhadbroughtyouintoaworldwitha

fatherwhowantednothingtodowithyou.After

beinginhospitalforamonthwewere

dischargedandwewenthome.Iarrivedwith

yourfatherintheloungeplayingafriendlyrugby

gamewithyourbrotherbutstoppedasIwalked

inwithyou..."

•

•

VUYISEKA

∆

HelookedatmethenbabyBabalwawhowasin

myarms.

Him:"WhatisthisVuyi?"



Me:"BabaI..."

Him:"WhatdidIsayaboutthischild

Vuyiseka!?"HewasfumingandIheldBabalwa

evenclosertomychest

"Tatathenishoutaumama?"(Daddywhyare

youshoutingatmommy?)ItwasZweli

Him:"Zweligotoyourroomnow!"Heroared

andmyboyranquicklywithtearsinhiseyes,I

juststoodinthemiddleoftheloungewithmy

tonguetied.Helookedatmewithhischest

goingupanddownwitheachbreathehetook.

"WhymustyoumakemeamonsterVuyiseka?"

Ijuststoodtheretonguetied"Ndiyathetha

dammit!"(I'mtalkingtoyou)Ijumpedagainthis

timewakingBabiup

Me:"Xolosthandwasam(I'msorrymylove)

butIcouldn'tdoit,Icouldnotgetridofher

babaplease.She'sourchildjustlikeKumkani"

Him:"Whatdon'tyouunderstandVuyiseka?I



can'tfatheradaughter"myheartsankasI

lookedathimandthenatBabalwawhowas

awakebutjuststarringatme,shewasasweet

child.Idon'tknowhowheexpectedmetoget

ridofher,Ihadalreadyfallensodeepinlove

withherthatIcouldn'tevenhelpmyself"Fuck

manVuyi!"Hekickedthetablecausingthe

glassofjuicethatwasonittofall.

Me:"Sthandwasampleasestop,I..."Heheld

hishandupsignalingformetostoptalkingand

Idid,hewalkedovertomeandheldouthis

arms"Lwandoplease"

Him:"IjustwanttoholdherVuyi"Isighedthen

handedBabalwaovertohim.

Hejuststoodtherelookingatherasshemade

herheartwarmingbabysoundsandatearfell

downhischeek,helookedupandIwipedhis

tearthenhelookedatme.

Him:"she'sabeautifullittlegirlbutwecan't



keephermylovepleasejustunderstandplease

baby"

Me:"NoLwandoha.a"Itookherfromhim"I'm

notgivingupmychildno"

"Vuyi"hesaidinalowtoneIshookmyheadand

satonthecouchinattempttobreastfeedher.

Me:"Youdidn'tevencomeseemeatthe

hospital"

Him:"Sthandwasam"

Me:"Nodon'tcallmesthandwasam,ifyou

lovedmeyouwouldhavebeentherebaba.I

neededyoubutyoufailedmeasahusbandand

failedBabalwaasafather"

Him:"Ican'tfatherherVuyi"

Me:"Yesyoucan"hesighed,tookhiscarkeys

andwalkedoutofthehousethenIheardhiscar

ignitionrawbeforehedroveoutofouryard.I

lookedatBabalwa"Daddylovesusbaby,he's



justgoingthroughsomethingsbutsoonwewill

beafamilypumpkin"Ipeckedherforehead

thenbreastfedher.

AfterdoingsoImademywaytoZweli'sroom,I

gotthereandmyboywassleepingonthefloor

withhisrugbyballnexttohim.IplacedBabalwa

onthetinycouchsothatIcouldtuckZweliinto

bedthenIwenttothenurserythatIhad

preparedforBabalwagotabrandnewblanket

placedheronmybackandcleanedaroundso

thatitcouldbehygienicallycleanforher.When

IwasdoneIlaidherdownandwenttothemain

bedroomandcleanedbeforetakingaquick

showeritwasquickbecauseBabalwa'scries

reachedmyearswhileIwasundertheshower

soIquicklygotoutandattendedtoher.As

soonasshefeltmyhandspickherupshekept

quiet.

Me:"Mommyisherebaby,fornowI'mallyou

havebutdaddywillcomearound.I'msurehe



will"

Tobehonest,Idon'tknowwhatwasgoingon

withLwando,Idon'tunderstandwherethis

wholenothavingadaughterthingwascoming

frombuthewasadamantaboutit.AlthoughI

hadhopedseeingournewborndaughterwould

softenhisheartitdidn't.Imadesupperand

dishedforZweliandI,weatewithmehelping

himbecausehisfatherwastakingtimegetting

homeuntilwefinallyretiredtobed.Henever

camehome,dayspassedthenitwasaweek

anditwasstartingtotakeitstollonme,I

neededhim.Hewasmysanctuary,boywouldn't

stopaskingwherehisfatherwasbutBabiwas

peaceful.Myemotionswereallovertheplace

evenstartedpullingawayfromBabalwaand

shesensedit,alwayscryingbutitdidn'tbother

meatall.I'dattendtoherwhenherbrother

pesteredmeaboutherscreams.Icouldn't

understandwhatwasgoingonwithme,one



minuteIwasinlovewithmydaughterthe

next sigh,everythingwasgoingdownhill.

"Can'tyouhearumntanauyakhala!?"(Thebaby

iscrying)Lwandoshoutedashepickedup

Babalwafromthebed

Him:"I'mgoneforaweekandeverythingis

messalready,yousaidyouwantedher!"Ijust

starredather"VuyiI'mtalkingtoyou"

"Tata!"Herantowardshisfatherandjumped

ontohim.

Him:"Kwedin"hepickedhimupwithhisfree

armthenwalkedtowardsmeandhandedme

Babalwa"Breastfeedhershe'shungry,stop

starvingher.Yousaidyouwanthersoactlike

it"

Me:"i..there'snomilkcomingoutofmybreast,

Ican'tbreastfeed"

Him:"Sincewhen"Ishrugged"Takecareofthe

childVuyi"



Hewalkedoutoftheroomwithhisson,Igotup

withBabalwaandwenttothekitchenwhereI

madeherbottlewhichshesuckedfordearlife.

Me:"I'msorrynana,Idon'tknowwhat'swrong

withmommybutI'msorry"IcriedasIfedher.

"wecankeepher"-Lwandosaidashesaton

thebednexttome

Him:"I'lltrymybest,IhavemydemonsbutI've

beengettinghelp"Ikeptquiet"Arelisteningto

me?Babyareyoucrying?"Hepulledmeclose

tohischest"I'msorry,I'mwillingtotry.I'll

changeforourfamily"

Me:"Ithinkmydepressionisback"hekept

quietforawhilethenspokeup

Him:"Wewillgetthroughthistogether"

Andhedid,hemadesureIwasseeingmynew

psychologist,thatIwastakingmymedsand

thatourfamilywasokay.Everythingwasokay,

heevenstartedbondingwithBabalwa.Whoam



Ikidding,helovedbothofhiskidsandwewere

anormalfamilyIcouldn'tbehappierbutasthe

kidsgrewoldertheirfatherchanged.Lwando

wasstartingtopullaway,theonlypersonhe

reallycaredforwasKumkaniandwhenhe

startedmisbehavinghisfathersenthimto

boardingschoolandeverythingathometurned

sour,hechangedcompletelyandmyhealthwas

deviating.EverythingwasjustamessandI

failedtobethereforBabalwa,herfatherwas

emotionallyunavailableandthat'sthetimehe

hadbeganabusingmeandthatknockedme

downevenfurtherIhadtobeadmittedatthe

mentalclinicafterthatnothingwasthesame

tillthisdaybutIhadhopesthathewould

changeagain.Thatneverhappeneditjustgot

worse,myprayerstoGodfellondeafears,I

wassowrappeduponfixingmymarriageand

themedsthatIwasbeingpumpedwithdayin

anddayoutthatImissedthesignsofwhatwas

happeninginmyhome.IfailedBabalwa,the



samedaughterthatIhadinsistedonkeeping,I

failedher.

Me:"I'msosorryBabalwa,weareheretoday

becauseofme.Ifailedyouguys,Ifailedmyrole

asamotherdismallybabyandI'msosorry"she

sobbedinmyarmsandIsobbedwithher.
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Me:"I'dliketobealone"shebroketheembrace

andlookedatme

Her:"Baby..."Ishookmyhead

Me:"Pleasejustleavemyroomma,Ineed

space"shegotup

Her:"Ndixolelemntanam"(forgivememychild)

inodded



Me:"Goodnightmama"Itookoffmygownand

gotundermycovers,whenIheardthedoor

open&close,Iraisedmyheadtoseeifshehad

walkedoutandonceIsawshewasgoneI

sobbedalloveragain

Icriedmyselftosleepthatnight,whatshehad

toldmewasalottotakeinandtobehonestI

reallydidn'tknowhowtofeelanymore.Iwas

confusednowmorethanever.

WakingupinthemorningIwenttotakealong

bathandcleansedmyface,theswellingfrom

thecryingIdidlastnightwentdownjustalittle.

WhenIwasdoneIjustappliedlotiononmy

nowwrinkledskinbecauseofthelongperiodI

spentinthetubbutIdidnotmind,Iworemy

pairofgreytightsandanoversizedwhitet-shirt,

combedmyhairwhichwasnowincurlesintoa

neatbun,afterfinishingupIworemybedroom

slippersandmademybed.WhichIalways

forgottodobecausemymomspoiledZweli



andI,shedideverythingforusbutmadesureI

learnthowtocook.LolcrazyIknowbutwowI

lovethatwomanwithmyentirebeing*sigh*

thinkingbackonitnow,shedidallshecouldfor

meandZweli,evenwithherdepressionshe

wouldtrytoputasidehowshefelttomother

ZweliandIalthoughonecouldseethecracks

shestilltriedtoplayherpositionasbestshe

could.Ishouldn'tbeblamingher,itsnother

fault.

Ican'tbelieveIhavebeensoinconsiderateand

selfish,beingcoldtowardshereventhoughshe

doesnotdeserveit.Ilovehersomuch,yesalot

hashappenedbutsheishere,Ican'tblameher

forallmyfatherhasdone.

Igotupfromtheedgeofthebedandfixedmy

nowwrinkledduvetthenwalkedoutofmyroom

andmademywaytothekitchen,Zweliwas

sittingonthehighchairbythecounterwhile

momdishedupforhim.



Me:"Goodmorning"theybothlookedatme

Zwe:"Morningsis"

Ma:"Morningbaby,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mfinemama"IansweredasIopenedthe

fridgetogetsomejuice,Igotmyselfabottle

anddrankitwiththemlookingatme.

Zwe:"UhhhBabalwa"Itookthebottleaway

frommymouthwhenIfeltmythirsthadbeen

quenchedandlookedathim"Areyouokay?

Momtoldme"

Me:"I'mfineZweandmom,I'mokay."

Ma:"Babydon'tshutusoutplease"

Me:"MalikeIsaidI'mfine,ithappenedthere's

nothingwecandobutmoveforwardnow"I

wenttositnexttoZweliandmamadishedfor

metoothenhandedmemyplateoffood

"Thankyou"

Her:*smiles*"it'sapleasure"



Me:"Youguysdon'thavetoworryaboutme,

I'mokay.I'llhaveatalkwithmytherapistabout

everythinginmysessiontodaybutworrynot,I

don'tblameyoumaandIwanttoapologizefor

thecoldshoulderI'vebeengivingyou.You

didn'tdeserve,nangoku(evennow)youdon't

deserveit,I'mthankfulforallyouhavedonefor

me"Zwelilookedtakenabackandmamawas

alreadyintears

Her:"ohmybaby"shemadeherwayaround

thecounterandcametogivemeahug"Ilove

yousomuchVuyelwa"shepulledoutand

cuppedmyface"thankyou"

Me:*smiles*"Iloveyoutoomama"

Her:"Youdon'tknowhowhappyIamtohear

that"shepulledmeintoanotherhugandkissed

mycheekrepeatedly

"okaymamaIthinkshegetsitnow"-Zweli

Mom:"Don'tbejealousZweli"shepulledoutof



thehugandlookedatZweliwhohadjusttaken

amouthfulofbacon"Mamalovesyoutooboy"

heshookhisheadchewingandmamakissed

thesideofhishead,that'swhenhislipsformed

asmile.

Me:"Awwwmomma'sboy"heshotmeastern

look

Mama:"Babalwano"

Him:"Yesmamatellherhau,noBabalwaand

canIhavesomemorebaconpleasemommy"

Me:*laughs*"Aiwow"Igavehimsomefrom

myplate

Him:"ThanksVee"

Ma:"Okayeatup,DrFeraiscoming.Sheasked

thatyouguysjoinmeinmysessiontoday"She

waslookingatZweliandasexpectedhisface

changedtoacoldone,heshookhishead

"Zwe..."



Zweli:"anythingbutthat"

Her:"Justthisoncepleasemyboy"

Him:"AaahmamasorrybutyouknowmeandI

don'tneedtotalktoashrink,I'mfine"

Her:"Zweit'sforallofusplease"

Him:"Nomama,sorry"hetookhiscrutchand

gotoffthechair,pickeduphisplateandwalked

tothelounge,masighedandsatdownonthe

highchairnexttome.

Me:"XoloVuyiwam"(I'msorrymyVuyi)she

lookedatmeandsmiled

Her:"You'lldoit?"Inodded"Thankyou

Vuyelwa"shesighedagain"Ferasaidthe

sessiontogetherasafamilywouldhelpallof

usandIamworriedaboutZweli,howthisis

affectinghimandhowheisbottlingeverything

up"

Me:"I'msurehewillcomearound"



Her:"Ihopeandprayhedoes"shelookedat

myplatethenme"Eatup,youhavelostweight"

Ilookeddownatmybodythenbackatherwith

afrownonmyface

Me:"NoIhaven't"

Her:*smiles*"I'myourmother,Iwouldn'tlieto

you"

Ijustsmiledandatemyfood,afterbreakfastI

washedthedishesandusedthetimebeforemy

therapistcomesintheafternoontostudyinthe

loungewithmusicplayingthroughmy

earphones,Zweliwatchingrugbyandmama

whowasreadingherbible.Ifeltcontent,scared

butatpeacewithhowthingswere.

•

•

ZWELIBANZI

∆



Mamawouldn'tstoppesteringmeaboutthe

wholefamilysessionthingwithDrFerasoI

endedjoiningthemasmuchasIwasdreading

thewholeprocessitwasn'twhatIthoughtit

wouldbeandIcouldseehowmuchitmeantto

mymom.Shelookedhappytohaveusthereas

emotionallydraggingasitwas,her

psychologistreckonsthesessionwasworthit

andwouldhelpwithmymom'sroadtorecovery

aswellasusasafamily.

Babalwawaspositive,shespokepositivity

latelyandhereIwasmiserablebecausemylife

hadcometoacompletestandstill.Mamaand

BabalwaweremakingprogresswhileIwas

stuckinthesameplaceorsoIfelt,myknee

andribwerecomingalongnicely.Icoulddoa

fewexercisesbutthat'sit,Ihadnothingelse.All

Icoulddowaswakeup,watchtvandexercise

whilemahadhersessionsandreadherbible,

whileBabalwahadhersessionsandstudyingin



prepforexamsIwasmiserable.

Ihadjustcomeouttheshower,soIjustwore

mysimpletrackshortswithahoodyandwent

outtotheloungeusingmycrutch,thedoctor

advicedmenottoputpressureonmyknee

althoughitwasgettingbetteryesmeapplying

pressureonitwouldmesswiththerecovery

processandI'llbebacktostep1.Therewere

voicescomingfromtheloungeandbythe

soundsofit,itwasTasha'sfatherandIwas

right.Iwalkedintotheloungewithhim,mom

andBabalwaintheloungetalking.

Me:"Goodmorning"hestoodup

Him:"Zweli"weshookhands"Howareyou?

How'stheknee?"

Me:"I'mgood,healingslowlybutsurely"wesat

down"howareyouandthefamily?"

Him:"Weareokay,Juniorisnaughtyasever

andTashwellshemissesyoubutthat'saboutit.



Mywifesenthergreetings"

Me:"Oh,sotheycan'tevenvisit?"Iwaslonely,I

hatebeingcoopedupinthishouse!IfeltlikeI

hadnocontrolovermylife.SeeingTashandJr

wouldreallyliftupmyspirit

Him:"WespokeaboutthisZweli"Isighedand

nodded"I'mheretospeakaboutthetrial"I

swallowedandlookedatmomthenBabalwa

whobothlookednervous

Me:"whataboutit?"

Him:"Wellasyouallknow,we'regoingtocourt

onMonday"

Me:"Butit'sFridaytoday"

Him:"ThatIknowyesbutMondaywewillbe

puttingourcasebeforethejudgeandalsohear

fromyourfatherwhetherhepleadsguiltyor

not"

Me:"Butweallknowheisguilty"



Him:"Hecouldpleadnotguiltyandcookupa

wholedifferentstorywhichiswhyIwantusall

tobeonthesamepagewhenitcomestothis

caseandIwantusalltotheunderstandthe

delicacyoftheissueathandsoIaskthatno-

onechangestheirstory.I'mnotplanningon

loosingthiscase"

Me:"wewanthimbehindbarssowewouldn't

doanythingtojeopardizeourchancesof

winningthiscase"

Him:"GreatsoIwantustogoovereverything

thatleduptothispointagain"

Ma:"isthatreallynecessary?"

Babi:"yeahImeanwe'vewentoverthisbefore"

Him:"Youguysaregoingtohavetoprepare

yourselvesbecauseyouwillbehearingabout

thiseverydayandjudgingbyyourFather's

statusyouguyswon'trestuntilthiscaseis

over"



Me:*sigh*"Weunderstand"

Him:"Good,sowecanstartwithyouMrsBooi"

Ma:"Vuyisekaplease"

Him:"Myapologiesforappearinginsensitive

ma'am"shenodded"Wecanstart"

•

Note-hadquietahecticdayyesterdaysoI

couldn'treplytoyourcomments.Don'tthinkI'm

neglectingyouguys,youknowhowmuchIlove

interactingwitheachandeveryoneinthe

commentsection.
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"wehavegonethroughtheevidencepresented

tothecourt,thetwosideshavepresentedtheir



casesnowbeforeIbringmyverdictforwardI

wouldliketosaythatthiswasaverydifficult

casebutwhatwehavetokeepinmindhereis

whatthisyounggirlwentthroughatthehands

ofherfather.Yestheaccusedhaspresented

evidenceofmentalinstabilityandthathasbeen

takenintoaccountbutthatdoesnotchangethe

traumathedefendanthasbeenexposedtoand

withallthisinconsideration,theaccusedhas

beensentencedto15yearsinprisonforthe

molestationofBabalwaVuyelwaBooi.5years

fortheharassmentandbreakinheochestrated

uponhissonanddaughterplus10yearsforthe

abuseofhiswife.That'smyjudgement"-with

thatthejudgestoodup.

Therewaswhisperingandchatterallaround

mebutIhadzonedout,hewasreallygoingto

prison IknowIshouldbehappybutmyheart

wasbroken,heisstillmyfather.

"Zweli"-mymothercalledoutformeandI



zonedbackintolife.Thecourtroomwasnow

emptyjustusandMrBaartman.Istoodupand

shookhishandthankinghim.

Him:"Sincethehouseandthecompanyisin

yourname,youguyswillnotsuffermuch.That

companyisworthalotofmoneysoyouguys

cangotoschoolnextyear."

Me:"Wewon'tgobacktothathouse"

Ma:"Babyareyousure?"

Me:"Yes"

MrB:"That'sokay,youguyscanstayatthe

penthouseforaslongasyoumayneed.There

isnorush"

"Zwe!"-someoneshoutedwakingmeupfrom

mynap.Iopenedmyeyesonlytobemetby

Babalwa.

Me:"What?"Shehandedmeherphone,I

checkedthescreenandNatashawasonhold.



"Tash?"IlookedatBabalwaandshewalkedout

ofmyroomgivingmeprivacy

Her:"Zweliareyouseriousrightnow?Ihave

beentryingtocallyouandyouhavebeen

ignoringmycalls"

Me:"NobabyI..."

Her:"Don'tlietomeZweli!Yousaidwewould

goouttoday,justyouandI"

Me:"Fuck!BabyIforgotI'msorry"Ichecked

thetimeonmywristwatch"Iwillcomefetch

youokay,givemeanhour"

Her:"Anhour!?You'realreadylateZweli!"

Me:"StopscreaminginmyearTash!I'llbe

thereinanhourgeez"Ihungupandgotoffmy

bed.

EversincetheendofthetrialI'vebeencooped

upathome,everythingwasfineIjustdidn'tsee

theuseofbeingouttherewhilemylifewasn't



yetsorted.Ididn'twanttogobacktodoingB/A

Iwasnowthinkinglaw,criminallawespecially

aftertheexperiencewehavebeenthroughasa

familyIwantedtodosomethinginthelaw

streamandnotonlythatbutIhadmoneywhich

IreceivedmonthlyfrommyFather'scompany

whichwasnowminebutIdidnotreallyknow

whattodowithityet.I'mnotreallyabusiness

mindedmanandifIwastorunitIfearI'llrunit

tothegroundsoIhadsomeonestepinasCEO

butIwaskeptintheloopastheownerand

majorshareholder.Wedecidedtorentoutthe

house,weusedthatmoneytokeepusgoing

monthlyandthemoneyfromthecompanywe

weregoingtousetopayforbothBabalwaand

I'sfees.

IcalledBabalwatocomefetchhercellphone

thentookaquickshowerandgotreadyformy

datewithNatasha,wewilljusthavedinner

sinceit'salreadylate.Iwasinmyblacktight



formalpantswithablackshirtbutIhadn't

buttoneditallthewayup.OnmyfeetIhada

pairofblackloaferswithsimplegolddetailson

itandasubtlegoldchainjusttofinishoffthe

look,Icombedmyuppercutneatlyandwore

myrolex,privilegedkidswithamessedup

homehey .Isprayedtwopuffsofmypolo

cologneandIwasready.Imademywaytothe

lounge,mamaandBabalwaweresittingthere

Me:"Heyma"

Her:"Hellobo...heeeeandthen,whereareyou

going?"

Babalwa:"HeisgoingtoNatasha"

Me:"AaahBabalwamamaaskedmemos"

Her:"I'mjustsaying"

Ma:"Whereareyouguysgoing?Youlookso

nicebaby"

Me:"Thankyouma,I'lljusttakeherouttoeat



atarestaurant"

Babalwa:"Yousmellnicetoo"

Me:"AreyoutryingtosayInormallydon't?"

Her:*laughs*"nocomeon"

Me:"It'sanewColognedoyoulikeit?"

Her:"Loveit"

Me:*smiles*"ThankssisbutIhavetoloveand

leaveyouguysnow,I'malreadylateandshe's

madsobye"

Ma:"Getherflowers"

Me:"Okayma,goodnightguys"Irushedout

thedoorwithmycarkeysandcellphonein

hand.

Iquicklywenttobuyherabouqetofflowers

thendrovetotheBaartmanmansion.Irangthe

bellacoupleoftimesbeforeshefinallyopened

thedoornotlookingimpressedwithmeatall.



Me:"Baby"

Her:"Zweli"Jrappearedbehindherandjumped

infrontofmeIhandedNatashathebouqetof

flowersthenpickedupJunior

Me:"I'msorrybaby,ItookanapandIguessI

oversleptbutI'msorry"shenoddedandmoved

awayfromthedoorlettingmein"Youlook

beautifulmylove"

Her:"Thankyou"

Me:"Whereareyourparents?Weneedtogo"

Her:"TheyhadplansthiseveningZweli,that's

whyI'vebeenblowingupyourphonethewhole

daybecausetheycouldonlystaywithJuniorin

theafternoon!"

Me:"Don'traiseyourvoiceatmeNatasha"she

breathedout"IsaidI'msorrydidn'tI?It'snot

likeIdiditintentionally"shestartingtearingup

Her:"Ijustreallywantedustohavesomealone



timeforachange"Ipulledhercloserwithmy

freearm

Me:"Don'tcry,you'regoingtoruinyourmake

up"Ikissedherforehead"Goputyourflowersin

avasesomewhereinyourroomthenwecango

outfordinnerokay?I'msureJuniorwillbehave,

rightboy"Ilookedathimandhenodded,I

lookedbackatTasha"Nowgodoyourtouch

upsthenwecanleaveokay?"

Her:*nods*"Okay,I'llpouryousomejuiceand

makeJuniorabottle"Inoddedandwenttogo

sitintheloungewithJunior.

Hegrabbedsomeofhistoysandgavethemto

mesoIhadtoplayforawhile.Tashbrought

thejuicethenwentupstairstoherroomaftera

whileshecamebackwithasmallpurseinhand

andajacketforjunior.Shehadchangedthe

babybluedressshehadonearlierandwasnow

inablackbodyhuggingdressthatwasoverthe

kneeandsimplestrapheelswithherhairloose.



Istoodup

Me:"Youlookamazingbaby"

Her:*smiles*"Thankyou"shelookedatJr

"Banzicome"hemadehiswaytohismother

andworethejacket.

Me:"let'sgetgoing,hiscarseatisinthecarso

youdon'thavetobringtheonefromyours"

Her:"Okaywecango"

Wewalkedoutandshelockedthenwemade

ourwaytothecar,Iopenedthepassengersit

doorforherthenbuckledJrintohiscarseat

andjoggedtomyside.

Tash:"Sowherearewegoing?"

Me:"You'llsee"Iwasdrivingoutoftheiryard

now

Her:"Ahintmaybe?"

Me:"Babeit'sjustafewminutesthatyoumust

wait"



Her:*giggles*"Okayfine"

Iparkedthecarattheparkingbayandwemade

ourwaytotherestaurantwithmecarrying

ZweliandholdingTash'shand,shewasall

smiles.Ihadtakenustoherfavouriteplace,

theyhadafreetablewhenwegotthereluckily

sowehadourdinnerandJuniorsurprisingly

behavedthroughoutwithnohassles.

Tash:"ThankyousomuchforthisZwe"she

peckedmylips"MeansalottomeandI'msorry

aboutmyattitudetowardsyouearlier"

Me:"Anythingforyouprincess,justgetthat

attitudeincheck"

Her:"Iknowdaddy"shelookedatJr"Someone

issleepy"

Me:"OkayI'llgetthebillthenwecango"she

noddedandpickedJrupfromhisseatplacing

himonherlapsohecouldlayhisheadonher

chest.



Iquicklygotthebillandpaidthenwemadeour

wayout,ItookoverfromTashcausehehad

fallenasleeponourwayoutIsawIminamand

shesawmetoo.Shelookedheavilypregnant

andwhenshesawtheshockonmyfaceshe

quicklylookedaway,shewaswithhermombut

hermomdidn'tseeme.Ididn'twanttocausea

scenesoIjustwalkedtothecaranddrove

Tashhomewithquestionsrunningthroughmy

head.

"babeyouokay?"-Tashasked

Me:"Huh?Yeahyeah,I'mfine"

Her:"Areyousure?You'vebeenquietsincewe

leftthatplace,issomethingwrong?"

Me:"NobabeI'mfine"Iplacedmyhandonher

thighandsqueezedit"I'mokay"shesmiledat

meandIdidtoothenfocusedbackontheroad.

I'mfucked!Really,Iknowthatchildismine.She

lookedreadytopopfuck!!



IpackedthecarinfrontofTasha'shouseand

helpedherwithJrbutIdidn'tstaylongIjust

greetedherparentsandleft,assoonasIgot

homeIwenttomyroomandcalledIminam.

Her:"Hello?"

Me:"Hi,it'smeZweli"shekeptquiet"Imi?

*sigh*I'msorry,canIseeyoutomorrow

please?"

Her:"You'rebackandyoudidn'teventhinkof

callingmeZwe"Ikeptquiet"Ifyou'renotgoing

totalkI'mgonnahangup"

Me:"Howfaralongareyou?"

Her:"6monthsgoingon7"Itookadeep

breatheout

Me:"Sothebabyismine?"

Her:"Yes"

Me:*sighsdeeply*"Okay,canIseeyou

tomorrow?"



Her:"NoZwelicarryonlikeyou'vebeenthis

wholetime,forgetaboutme.I'llbejustfine"

Me:"Iminamplease,please"

Her:"ZweliIsaidno!"

Me:"BabyIjustwannatalkplease"quiet"Okay

I'llcomebytomorrowaround1inthe

afternoon"

Her:"GoodnightZweli"shehunguponme.

Itossedmyphoneasideandlaidbackonmy

bed,Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingtodealwiththis.

Natashaisgoingtofreakoutonmebutshe's

gonnahavetounderstandithappenedway

beforewegotbacktogether.Igotupand

strippedthenwenttogoshower&retiredto

bednaked.

WhenIwokeupinthemorningIbathedand

wenttothedinningroomforbreakfast,mom

wasalreadythere.



Me:"Morning"

Her:"Boy,what'swrong?"

Me:"Nothingma"Isatdown,shepouredmea

glassofjuice

Her:"Lastnightdidn'tgoasplanned?"

Me:"Itdid,wellsortof"shehandesmethe

glassofjuice"Thankyou"

Her:"You'rewelcomenowtalktome,what

happenedthathasyourspiritdownsoearlyin

themorning?"

Me:*sigh*"IsawIminam"

Her:"IthoughtthedatewaswithNatasha"

Me:"Itwas,IsawherwhenTashandIwere

leavingtherestaurant"

Her:"Nowwhat'swrongboy?Wasshewith

anotherguy?"

Me:*chuckles*"She'spregnantma"shelooked



atmethenputherforkdown"Yes,Icalledher

assoonasIgothomeandsheconfirmedit,the

babyismine"

Her:"Zweliwhyareyousoirresponsiblemara

he?Whydon'tyoulearnfromyourmistakes?

Youhavenodegreetoyournamebutyou're

busymakingbabies"

Me:"Mama..."

Her:"Idon'tknowwhattodowithyouanymore,

Idon'tknowreallyZwelisotellmewhattodo

thatwillmakeyoufocusonyourselfand

betteringyoursituationwithoutbringing

anotherchildintoitZweli!"

Me:"Mamaplease"

Her:*sighs*"Howfaralongisshe?"

Me:"She'salmostdue"

Her:"heeee!HayIdon'tknowwhat'supwith

youyoungster'stoday,Zwelidon'tyouknow



whatacondomis"

Me:"Idomabutithappenedandthebabyis

almostheresopleasejusthelpme"

Her:"ThetrialendedamonthagoZwehow

don'tyouknowthatsheisexpecting?"

Me:"Ididn'treallycontacther"

Her:"soyoutellingmeyouhaven'tspokento

thatgirlsinceweleft?"Inoddedandshe

smackedthesideofmyhead"yazwenaZweli"

shestoodup"I'mgoingtolaydown"

Me:"Xolomama"(I'msorry)

Her:"Sorrywon'tfixthisZwe"

Shewalkedoutofthediningroomleavingme

allaloneatthetable,Ididn'tevenhavean

appetiteanymore.Babalwawalkedinand

greetedIgreetedback,sheaskedaboutmyand

shrugheroffandlefthertoeatbreakfaston

herown.Ifuckedup!
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AstheafternoonapproachedIgotmoreand

morenervous,Ihonestlydidn'tknowwhatto

expectorwhatintheworldI'mgoingtosay.I

fuckedupnodoubtaboutthatbutIwasgoing

throughmyowndemonsandIjustdidn'tthink

honestly,Ididn'twantthedramaofentertaining

bothIminamandNatasha.Iwasgoingto

concentrateonTashwelluntilyesterday*sigh*

what'sdoneisdone.Ijusthavetofacethe

musicnow,Istartedthecarignitionanddrove

outouryard.Ifirststoppedbysomeshops,I

didn'twanttoshowupthereemptyhanded.I

knowsheprobablywon'tevenacceptwhatI'm

gettingherbutshe'llseeI'mtryingright?

Iwentintothestoreandgothersomewhite



lilliesasapeaceoffering,herfavouritecandy

andatakeawayfromsteersbecausesheloved

theirburgersandchipsthendroveofftoher

house.Iparkedmycaroutsideandcalledher,

shetookawhileansweringbutsheeventually

did

Her:"Zweli"

Me:"Hey,howareyou?"

Her:"I'mfinejustexperiencingabitof

heartburnbutI'mfine"

Me:"Ohokay,I'llgetyousomethingforthat

tomorrow"

Her:"Okay"

Me:"I'moutside,canIcomein?"

Her:*sigh*"WaitI'mcoming"

Me:"Okay"shehungup.

Isteppedoutsidethecarandwaitedforher,

afterafewminutesshecameoutwearinga



whitematernitydresswithfur-slides,she

lookedbeautifultobehonestbutthiswasn'tthe

appropriatetimetobringthatup.Istoodup

straightassheapproachedthecar.

Me:"Hey"

Her:*clearsthroat*"Zweliwhatdoyouwant

fromme?"

Me:"Iknowyou'remadbutpleaseIjust..."

Her:"I'mnotmadatyouZweli"

Me:"You'renot?"Sheshookherhead

Her:"I'moverthisnow,I'mnotgoingtorun

afteryouZweli.You'rewithNatashaandI

acceptthat"Iswallowed

Me:"Mimi"

Her:"Don'tplease,youarewelcometoplay

yourpartinthelifeofthetwinsbutthat'swhere

itends"Iclearedmythroat

Me:"Twins?"Shenodded"wowthat's...Thatis



amazing"shejuststarredatme,shewasreally

notgoingtomakethiseasyforme"CanItake

youout?"

Her:*sighs*"ZweliIjustsaid..."

Me:"Iknowprincess,butpleaseIjustwantus

totalkplease"

Her:"Fine"

Me:*smiles*"Thankyou,youlookbeautifulby

theway"

Her:"Thanks,I'mgonnagolockup.I'llbeback"

Me:"Okaywait"Iopenedthepassengerseat

andtookouttheitemsIgother"Igotyou

these"

Her:*smiles*"Thankyoubutkeepthetakeout

I'lleatitinthecar"Inoddedsmiling,handedher

thelilliesalongwiththetreatsIgotherandshe

walkedintotheyardandcamebackaftera

whilewithabottleofwater&cellphoneinhand



"Wecango"Iopenedthepassengerseatfor

herthenwalkedovertomysideanddroveoff

tothebeach.

Wesatinthebackseatswiththedoorsopen,

shewasbusyeatingthefoodIbroughther

Me:"Sotwins?"Shenodded"Doyouthegender

yet?"Sheswallowed

Her:"They'regirls"

Me:*nods*"Sohardtobelieved"

Her:"Yeahwellwhatdoyouexpect"

Me:"IknowI'vebeenselfish,I'vejustbeen

goingthroughthemostandintheprocess

startedthinkingaboutmyselfonlyandI'msorry

Imi.Iknowmeapologizingdoesn'ttakeback

themonthsyouspentalonegoingthroughthe

motionsofthispregnancywithoutmethe

personresponsibleforitbutI'mnotgoingtobe

absentanymoreIpromiseyouthat,I'llbehere

everystepofthewayprincessIpromise"



Her:"Don'tmakepromisesyoucan'tkeepZwe"

Me:"Iwon'tabandonyouorthekidsImi"

Her:*sigh*"That'sjustwordstome"

Me:"Andactionswillfollow"shewasbrushing

herhugebelly"mayI?"ShenoddedandIplaced

myhandonhertummyandtheywerekicking,

verystrongkickstoo.Ismiled"Areyousure

they'regirls?"

Her:*giggles*"Positive"Iplacedmyheadon

hertummy

Me:"Heythere,Iknowyoudon'tknowmebut

it'sdaddy"therewasastrongkickandIlaughed

lookingatImiwhowasallsmiles"Dothey

alwayskicklikethis?"

Her:"notasstrongastheonetheyjustgave

menowbutyes,theybarelygivemeabreak"

Me:"Can'tbelieveIhavemissedoutonso

much,I'msoashamedofmyself"



Her:"Youdidn'tknowsodon'tfeelguilty,you

areherenowandyou'llmakeupforlosttime

*sigh*Iknowwhenyouleft,youandIweren't

ongoodtermsbutIhopedthatwhenyoucame

backyou'dtrytomakeamendswithmebutyou

didn't.."

Me:"I.."Sheshookherhead

Her:"It'sokay,youdidwhatyoufeltwasgood

foryou"

Me:"Ijustthoughtyouwouldn'twantanything

todowithmeandIhadnoideaaboutthe

pregnancyImi.."

Her:"Iknow,Ijustfeelsomadthatyouweren't

hereZweli.IknowitsselfishofmebutIdo"

Me:"You'renotselfishatall,itsokaytofeellike

that.I'mjustanxiousaboutwhatyourparents

mustbethinking"

Her:"Theyknowaboutyougoingunderwitness

protection,theyarejustdisappointedlikeIam



thatevenafterthecaseyouhaven'treallytried

tofixthingsbetweenus"

Me:"I'msureyourfatherhatesmeevenmore

now"

Her:*sighs*"Justshowhimthatyou'lltake

careofhisgrandkids,thatsallIwantfromyou"

Me:"Whataboutus?"

Her:"thereisnousZweli"

Me:"ButprincessIalreadytoldyou..."

Her:"IknowandIalreadytoldyouthatthereis

nowayIamgoingtoshareyoudidn'tI?"I

nodded"Sostop"

Me:"I'mnotgoingtogiveuponwhatIwant

Iminam,Iwantyouinmylife"

Her:"AndIwillbebutonlyasthemotherof

yourkids"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Iwantmorethanthat"



Her:"Ithinkyoushouldtakemebackhome

now"

Me:"Butwearestilltalking"

Her:"I'mnotgoingtotalktoyouaboutanything

ifitdoesn'tconcernourkidsZweli"

Me:*sigh*"Okayfine,soyou'llstayathome

nextyear?"Shenodded"I'msorrythatyourlife

isbeingputonhold"

Her:"It'sforthegirlssoIdon'tmind*sigh*I

havetoliveforthemnow,dowhatisbestfor

themandgoingtoschoolnextyearisn'tan

option.Iwon'tcope,I'llgotheyearafter"

Me:"Okay,wellI'llgobackandgetthatdegree

soIcantakecareofyouguys"

Her:"Good,nowcanyoutakemehome?My

backisstartingtoachealittle"

Me:"OhI'msorry,I'llbringapillownexttime.

Justforyou"sheblushedbuttriedtohideit



"comemovetothefrontseat"shegotoffandI

cleanedupthebackseatandthrewawaythe

dirtatanearbybinthenclosedthedoorsand

gotinfrontwithher

Her:"I'mkindofcoldsocanyouturnonthe

heater"

Me:"Butitsnoteven..."Shegavemethedon't

evendarelook"Okay"Iturnedontheheater

afterrollingupthewindows"Doyouneed

anythingbeforeIdriveyouback?"Iwasdriving

outoftheparkingbaynow

Her:"Nothankyou"

Me:"NoweirdcravingIshouldnoabout?"

Her:Justbeefbiltongwithsomechillieonit"

Me:"Ohthatsreasonable"

Her:"Butitgivesmeheartburn"

Me:"OkayIwon'tbuyitthen"

Her:"NobuyitZwe,I'mjustsayingitgivesme



heartburnbutyoucanstillgetitforme"

Me:*chuckles*"OkayI'llgetyouyourbiltong

andsomemilktosootheyourchestokay?"She

noddedsmiling

Her:"MayI?"Shehadherphoneinhandwith

theauxcableintheother,Inodded"greatstuff"

SheplayedPhora'salbum,YoursTrulyForever.I

don'tknowifshewastryingtosendme

subliminalmessagesbutIgotthevibeandshe

mustknowI'mnotabouttogiveuponher

anytimesoon.Idroppedheroffinfrontofher

gate.

Me:"I'llcomeinwhenIhavemymomwithme

sothatwecantalkwithyourparentsandall"

Her:"Okay"

Me:"Seeyousoon,I'llcallyoulaterjustto

checkonyou"

Her:"don'twakemeupZweli"



Me:"Don'tworryIwon'tcallatungodlyhours"

Her:"Okay"

Me:"Thankyoufortoday,Iappreciateit"she

noddedsmilingandtriedtoopenherdoorbutit

waslocked

Her:"Kumkaniopenthedoorplease"

Me:"CanIgetahugfirst?"

Her:"Stopwiththegames"

Me:"Ipromiseyouit'sjustahugplease"she

turnedaroundandlookedatme"isthatayes?"

Her:"Justhugmealready"Ismiledand

embracedher,herscentwasstillthesameand

Itookitallin"letgo"Inoddedstillwithmyarms

hookedaroundher"Zwe.."ShesaidsoftlyandI

kissedherneckthenpulledoutofherwarm

embrace

Me:"I'llcomefetchyoutomorrowokay?"

Her:"Whatfor?"



Me:"Justbeready,sametimedifferentplace"

Her:"O-kay"Ipulledhertowardsmeandkissed

herforehead

Me:"Imissyoualready"

Her:"Openthedoorplease"Iunlockedthen

steppedoutandopenedherdoor

Me:"Sweetdreamsprincess"

Her:"Andstopsweettalkingme"Inodded

smiling"goodbyeZwe"

Me:"GoinsidesoIknowyou'resafe"

ShesmiledandwalkedinsidethenIgotintothe

caranddroveofftoTash'shouse.Ididn'twant

togoinsoIjustcalledher&toldherIwas

outside,shecameoutinafewminutesand

steppedintothecarwithJrinherarms.

Her:"Hey"shepeckedmylips"Didn'texpectto

seeyouheretoday"ItookJrfromher

Me:"Itwasn'tplannedbutIjusthadtocome"



Her:*smiles*"WellI'mhappytoseeyou"I

nodded"iseverythingokay"

Me:"Everythingisfine*sigh*butweneedto

talk"

Her:"Talk?Talkaboutwhat?"

Me:"YourememberIminamright?"

Her:"Yes,whatabouther?"

Me:"she'spregnant"shefellbackonherchair

andswallowed"andyestheyaremine"

Her:*clearsthroat*"th..theyZweli?"

Me:*sighs*"Yes,twingirls"sheplacedher

handonherchestandatearfelldownher

cheek"IthappenedbeforeyouandIgotback

togetherbabe,Ididn'tcheatonyouandplease

don'tcryinfrontofJunior"Iwipedthetearthat

hadfallendownhercheek.Afterwhileof

silenceshefinallyspokeup

Her:"thishurtssomuch"swallows"IwishI



nevermetyouZweli"

Me:"What?"

Her:"Iregretbeingwithyou"

Me:"AreyouseriousNatasha?"

Her:"don'tgetmewrong,Idon'tregretmychild

butifIcouldgobackintime.IwishInevermet

you"

Me:"babyyoudon'tmeanthat"

Her:"IdoZweli,allyoudoishurtme!!"

Me:"Don'traiseyourvoiceatmeNatashayou

knowhowmuchIhatethat,especiallyinfront

ofoursonplease"

Her:"Idon'tcare!"

Me:"Natasha"

Her:"NoZweli,Ididn'tsignuptobeyourbaby

mama"

Me:"You'remorethanthatTashandyouknow



that"

Her:"IwasundertheimpressionI'llhavea

familybutthingschangedassoonasthekid

camethewayyouswitchedlanesitsobvious

thatyouwasgasingme.Askingmetoabort,a

partofmethat'sunbornevenmydisappointed

mothersaidIhadhersupportwhilethefather

whoplantedtheseedwastooimmatured.You

justwantedahitandrunlikethiswassome

kindofsport,youdamncowardandwhydidI

havetoremindeverysingletimethatyouarea

damnfather?OrfeellikeIwasdoingtoomuch

foraskingyouformoneyjusttosupporta

spittingimageofyou.Youhelpedalittleinthe

beginbutwhatelsedidyoudo?That'swhyI'm

barkingatyourightnow,youactliketakingcare

ofourchildisafavourniggaformeitsa

lifestyle!Tellmehowyouthinkitsalrighthow

I'mtakingcareofyourchildallbymyself,

pushingaroundaheavystrollerallbymyself,



havingtocarryitupsomestepswithoutnohelp

andhavingtolooseadayatworkwithoutno

paycausethebabygotsickandthedadisn't

there!Maybethat'swhyI'mwilding,I'mputting

foodinyourchildstummyandclothesonyour

child'sbackandIcanneverdonothingfor

myselfcauseeverypennythatImakeisspent

oneverythingthatyourchildhaswhileyou're

lookingfresh!Orwhatdoyouthinkposting

picturesofyourkidongrammeansyoudoinga

goodjobatbeingachildsdad?Icouldcareless

aboutyouandyournewbitch,ifyouthinkI'm

jealousonebitthenboyyoustupid!Howdoyou

thinkyou'regoingtotakecareoftwomorekids

whenyou'refailingJr?"

Me:"Ididn'tsignuptobeababydaddyeither!I

wasundertheimpressionthatyouwere

trappingme,wealreadyhadmadproblemsasa

couplegirlwhywouldyouthinkwewerefitto

startafamily!?You'retheonewhoforcedthis



childintoabrokenhome,asituationwherethe

momanddaddon'tgetalongitfeelslikethe

loveisoutandthehateisstrongbutmykidis

tooyoungtounderstandwhyhe'sfatherwas

goneorneverthereasmuchasI'dreallyliketoI

meanit'shardwhenyourbabymamaisso

spitefulandhermomdon'treallylikeyou.This

childrighthereisaspittingimageofme,you

shittingonyourkidwhenyoushittingonme.

Can'tyouseeyouspeakingbadaboutmein

frontofourchildisbasicallytellinghimthat

he'shalfevil?Idon'tevenknowhowIputup

withthisshit,I'mdoingeverythingIcantobe

thereformykid.Ican'tleanonmymomfor

supportthat'scrazy,shespentherwholelife

trynaraisemenowformetostartoverand

makeherhelpmewithabrandnewbabynah

Tash.She'sputinherworkandshedeservesto

belazyandI'mtiredofhowyoudamn

manipulatemenow,howeverytimeyou'remad

Ican'tseemychild,IthinkIunderstandwhy



niggasturnintodeadbeatsnowandI'mtrying

mybestnottobebuthonestlythisbackand

forthI'mdoingwithyouismakingithardforme

andI'mgoingtokeepitrealwith,sometimesI

don'tevencomeseeJrcauseIdon'twantto

dealwithyou&yourpettytantrums.Pressing

meaboutmoneylikeyoudon'tknowmoney

doesn'tgrowontreesandI'mtrynagetit!And

youknowI'mgoingthroughmyownshitTash!

Butnoyouhavetoputpressureonme!"

Her:"Zweli.."

Me:"I'mdonetalkingNatasha"

Her:"Iwasjust.."

Me:"Youalwaysdothiswhenthingsdon'tgo

yourway,goandbringupthepast!Likeyou

don'tknowwhyIwasactinglikethatbackthen

*sigh*I'dliketogethomeifyoudon'tmind"

ShetookJuniorfrommeandgotoutofthecar,

Idroveoff.
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Igothomeandparkedmycarinsidethegarage

butstayedintherethinkingaboutwhathadjust

transpired mylifeisamesshonestly.Ican

nevergetabreak,onethinggetsfixedand

anotherbreaks!Whycan'tIjusteverhave

thingsmywayoramIaskingfortoomuch,not

thatIevensaidanythingtoTashaboutsharing

mebutdamnaftertonightIthinkIcanforgetit

.Isteppedoutofthecarandwalkedintothe

house,mom&Babalwawerehavingsupperin

thedinningarea

Me:"Molweni"mamajustnodded

Babi:"Ewe"IsatdownacrossBabalwa

Mama:*clearsthroat*"Wherehaveyoubeen



thewholeday?"

Me:"Ma?"

Her:"Iaskedwherehaveyoubeeniminiyonke

Zwelibanzi?"(Thewholeday)

Me:"Bendiyobonau-Imimama"(Iwenttogo

seeImi)

Her:"Whatdidshesay?"

Me:*clearsthroat*"Weareexpectingtwingirls

ma"thetablefellsilent,evenBabalwastopped

eatingandIkeptmyheaddown

Her:"KantiZwelidon'tyoulearn?AfterLubanzi

didyounotlearnalessonmntanam?"(Mychild)

Me:"Ididn'tplanforthistohappenma"

Her:"Wellithashappenednowsowhatareyou

goingtodo?Youtellmehowyou'regoingtofix

this?TwingirlsZweli?"

Me:"I'llmakeaplanmama"



Her:"WhatplanZwelibanzi?"

Me:"I'llmakeuseofthemoneyIgetfromthe

company"Ilookedupatherandshebreathed

out

Her:"Andherfamily?Youknowtheyare

MuslimZweli"

Me:"Iknowmama,herfatherisastrictMuslim

butithashappened.Wewillseewhenwego

therewhathesays"

Her:"Ihopeforyoursakehedoesnotdemand

ofyoutomarryhisdaughterZweli.Babalwa

pleasepassmethejuicebaby"shepassedma

thejuicethentooktheemptyplateinfrontof

meanddishedformetoothenhandedmethe

plateoffood

Me:"Thankyou"shejustsmiledandateher

food.

Wefinishedsupperinsilence,afterthelong

draggingsuppermamacollectedeverything



withthehelpofBabalwaandwenttothe

kitchen.Istoodupandwenttomyroom

lockingthedoorbehindme,putmyphoneinthe

chargerthenstrippedandtookalongbath

causeIwastiredasfuck!AftermybathI

disposedthewaterandcleanedthetubthen

woremyboxersandgotundermybedcovers

withoutmoisturizing.Igrabbedmyphoneand

dialedIminam'snumber

Her:"Zwe"

Me:"Mimo,yougood?"

Her:"I'mgood,youokay?Yousounddown"

Me:*sighs*"I'mgoodjusttired,momisbeing

reallyhardonmeaboutthiswholepregnancy"I

wasn'tabouttotellheraboutmyfightwith

Natasha

Her:"Oh?"

Me:"Yeahumh,wasjustcheckinguponyou

though.Arethegirlsstillasenergeticasthis



afternoon?"

Her:*giggles*"AfterthebathItookthey've

calmeddown,thinktheyaresleepingwhich

meansImustsleep"

Me:*chuckles*"Okay,goodnightthen"

Her:*yawns*"Bye"

Ihungupandlaidbackonmybedthinking

aboutNatasha,Ireallydidn'tlikehowweended

thingsoffearlier .Igotupfrommybedand

woremysweats,grabbedmyphoneandkeys

thenwalkedoutofmyroom.Ipassedbythe

kitchen,maandBabiwerestillthere

Me:"Mama,I'llbeback"

Her:"OkayZweli"sheturnedtolookatme

"Aren'tyougoingtoputonaT-shirtor

something"IlookedatmyselfandIonlyhad

pantson

Me:"Forgot"



Irushedbacktomyroomgrabbedahoodie

thenrushedoutanddroveofftoTasha'shouse,

assoonasIparkedoutsideIrangherupbut

shewasn'tansweringherphone,thelastthingI

wantedwastogoknockatthistimeofthe

night.Itriedagainandshefinallyanswered

Me:"Pleasecomeoutside,pleasebaby"she

hungup.Isteppedoutofthecarandwaitedfor

her,sheonlycameoutsideaftersomeminutes

hadpassed.Assoonasshestoodinfrontof

meIcouldseeshewascryingsoIembraced

her.

Me:"I'msorrybaby,I'msosorry"shesobbedin

mychest"Ishouldn'thavespoketoyoulikethat,

Iwasjustangryhearingyousayallthosethings

mademeangrybutI'msorryTash.I'mreally

sorrymylove"Ikissedthetopofherheadand

cuppedherfacethenkissedher"I'msorry

okay?"Iwipedhertears"Canwegetintothe

car?"



Her:"Okay"Iheldherhandandwegotintothe

backseat.

Me:"Iknowyou'restillangryatmeabouthowI

actedbackthenwhenyoufellpregnant,Iwas

stillakidbabyandyouknowhowIwaslike

backthenbutI'mgrownnowandI'mherefor

youandJunioramInot?"Shenodded"Talkto

mepleasebaby"

Her:"Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay,

you'rehavingababyImeantwinswithanother

girl.WhatamIsupposedtosay?

Congratulations"

Me:"Tashpleasestopbeingpettyplease.I

didn'tcheatonyou,ithappenedwaybeforewe

gaveitashot"

Her:"Thatdoesn'tmakeitanylesspainful

Zweli!"

Me:"IknowbabyandI'msorrythatonceagain

yourheartisbreakingbecauseofmebutIdidn't



planforhertogetpregnant.Iwouldn'tdothat

toyouintentionallyyouknowthat"

Her:"I'mtiredofthisZweli"

Me:"You'retiredofus?Babypleasedon'tsay

that,I'mhererightnowthatshouldshowyou

thatIcareandIloveyousopleasedon'tstart

withthatrightnow"

Her:*sigh*"I'msorryaboutearlier,Ijust...Ijust

don'twanttoshareyouZweliandI'mforcedto

becauseyou'regoingtohavetwinswithher.I

guessithurtsmeknowingyou'regoingtohave

achildwithsomeoneelse,IthoughtI'dbethe

onlyonetobareyoukidsbutI'msorryIthrewa

tantrum.IjustloveyousomuchKani"

Me:*sigh*butyoufailtorespectmeNatasha,

asimplethingasnotraisingyourvoicewhen

youtalktome"

Her:"IwasangryandhurtZweli"

Me:"IgetthatbutyouknowhowmuchIhateit



whensomeoneraisestheirvoiceatme

Natasha,youcanmakeyourpointwithout

shoutingandworstofallinfrontofourson

Tash"

Her:"I'msorryIjust..."

Me:"Nodon't,youneedtoworkonyouranger.

Ihatethewayyoualwaysthrowtantrumswhen

thingsaren'tgoingyourwaynowI'mthebad

guyforbeinghonestwithyouorwouldyou

ratherhavethatIdidnottellyouaboutthe

twins?ThatIjustkeptquietandyoufindout

everythingbyyourself?"

Her:"No"

Me:"ThentellmewhatyouwantTashacause

mebeingupfrontwithyoudoesn'tseemtobe

workingoutforme.WhatamIsupposedto

do?"

Her:"Idon'tknow"shesaidsoftly

Me:"Tellmewhatwillmakeyouhappy



NatashaandI'lldoit"shekeptquiet"Yousee

that,nowyou'requiet"

Isighedthenpulledhertowardsmeandkissed

theshitoutofherandshekissedmeback,my

handtravelledunderhergowntoherbare

thighsandIsqueezedthemthenmademyway

toherpanties.Ipusheditasideopeningher

foldswithmyfingersandshewasalreadywet.I

rubbedherclit&shereleasedashakybreathe

inbetweenourkissing,Imovedmyfingersfrom

herclittoherwetholeandinserted2fingers,

shemoanedsoftlyholdingmywristinplace.I

pulledoutofthekissandlookedatherwhileI

flickedmyfingersinsideherwarm&wethole,

shemoanedoutabitlouderandmydick

hardened.

Me:"Iloveyou,doyouhearme?"Shenodded

"LookatmeNatasha"sheopenedhereyesand

Istickedmyfingersdeeper"IsaidIloveyou"

Her:"IloveyoutooZwe..."Iledmythumbto



herclitandgaveitsomeattentionwhilemy

fingerswerestillworkingonherhole

Me:"Thenactlikeit,stopdisrespectingme.

Voiceouthowyoufeelproperlynotthrough

tantrums"Ipulledmyfingersoutbutcontinued

rubbingagainstherclitandsheletgoofmy

wrist

Her:"I'msorry"shesaidinalowtoneandI

nodded,tookthesamefingersIhadjustfucked

herwithandputtheminhermouth,shelicked

them&Ikissedhertastingherjuicesthen

lookedher

Me:"youandIhavebeenthroughhellandback

togetherhaven'twe?"

Her:"Wehave"

Me:"AndIloveyousomuchbaby.Youhave

stayedbymysidethroughthetoughestof

timesevenbeforethethingwithmydadyou've

alwaysbeenmyriderandIappreciatethat



alongwithyourfeistinessbutyouneedtoknow

thatthere'satimeandplaceforeverything.We

donot,underanycircumstances,haveablow

outinfrontofoursonever.Doyouunderstand

me?"Shenodded"don'tgomuteonmenow,

talksothatIknowyouandIhaveamutual

understanding"

Her:"IhearyouZweandyesIunderstoodevery

wordyoujustsaid"

Me:"UnderstandthatI'mnotyourfriend,Iam

yourmanandyou'lladdressmewiththesame

respectthatIaddressyouwith"

Her:"YesZwe"Inodded

Me:"Good"Ipeckedherlipsthenherforehead

"Goinside"

Shefixedherselfthenopenedthedoor

Me:"Younotgonnahugme?"Sheturned

aroundandgavemeatighthug



Her:"Goodnight"weletgoandIpeckedher

lips

Me:"Goodnight"shewalkedoutthecarand

wentinsidethehouse.

Imovedtothedriversseatandstartedthecar

ignitionthendrovestraighthome,thelights

wereoffmeaningBabz&momweresleeping

soIwalkedinquietly,wenttothekitchengota

bottleofwateranddrankitasImademyway

tomyroom.Istrippeddowntomydrawersand

gotunderthecovers,butIhadnosleepinme

soIgoogledafewthingsontwinsjustto

preparemyselfandseewhatIcoulddoforImi.

SoondrowsinesskickedinsoIfellasleepbutit

wasn'tlonguntilmyphonerangwakingmeup

frommysleep,Iansweredwithoutcheckingthe

callerID.

"mh?"

"SalaamalaykumKumkani"(peacebeuponyou)



itwasImi

Me:"Waalaykumas-salaam"(anduponyoube

peace)

Her:"AmIdisturbingyoursleep?"

Me:"No,notatall.Iwasawake,Iactuallyjust

cameouttheshower"

Her:*giggles*"You'relyingKumkani"

Me:"Okayfine,maybeIwassleeping"

Her:"Mhokay.I'mcallingbecausemydad

wantstoseeyouandyourmom"Isatup

straightwithpillowssupportingmyback

Me:*clearsthroat*"Yourdad"

Her:"Yes,don'tbescared"

Me:"pssshme?Scared?Never"

Her:"Wellhewantstoseeyouthisafternoon"

Me:"Areyouserious?"

Her:"Aschildbirth"



Me:*laughs*"You'vegotjokestodayhey"

Her:"Behereby1"

Me:"OkayI'lltalktomymom"

Her:"Andrememberyoucan'tcallmeIminam

infrontofhim"

Me:"IknowprincessImaraah"

Her:"Okay,I'llseeyouintheafternoonthen"

Me:"Protectmefromyourfatherplease"

Her:*giggles*"Mahilmamikaroinaywaxkugu

dhacaan"

Me:"Translationprincess"

Her:"Iwillneverletanythinghappentoyou"

thatrighttheremademesmile

Me:*smiling*"Okay,makeyourselflookpretty

formefancyface,justtocalmmynerveswhen

Iamsittinginthatloungewithyourdad"

Her:"okaybye"



Me:"goodmorningtoyoutoo"

Her:"ByeZwe"

ShehungupandItossedmyphoneonmybed

thengotoffthebedandworemysweats.I

wentintothebathroomandwashedmyface

thenbrushedmyteethandwenttothelounge,

momwassittingonthecouchreadingherbible,

Ijustsatnexttoherquietly.Afterreadingher

scriptureshekneltdownbythecouchand

lookedatmetodothesamesoIdidandshe

prayed.Whenshewasdonewithhermorning

prayershegazedatme

Me:*clearsthroat*"Morningma"

Her:"What'stroublingyouearlymorningboy?"I

scratchedthebackofmyhead

Me:"UhhhImi'sfatheraskedforourpresence

thisafternoon"

Her:*sigh*"Iknewthiswascoming.Whydo

youlooksonervous?"



Me:"Mamayouknowhowheis"

Her:"Wellyouknewthatwhenyoujumpedinto

bedwithhisdaughterwithoutprotectionboy"

Me:"Ma..."

Her:"OkayI'msorry,I'llmakeusbreakfastthen

wecangetreadyandgo"

Me:"Thankyoumama"

Her:"Anythingforyoubaby"shestoodupand

placedherbibleonthecoffeetablethenmade

herwaytothekitchen.Itookmyphoneoutof

mypocketandtextedImitellingherthatwe

wouldbethereforsureintheafternoon.
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Icheckedmyselfinthemirroronemoretime



beforeleavingmyroom,Iwasdressedinmy

blackchinopants,mywhitechinesecollarshirt

andblackformalshoes.Ofcoursewithablack

belt,mymomironedeverythingbyherself

becauseapparentlythatisnotoneofmy

strongestpoints,ironingthatis.Althoughshe

didn'twanttoadmitit,shewasjustasnervous

asIwasaboutthismeeting.

"ZweliIreallydon'twanttobelate!"-she

shouted

Me:"I'mcomingma!"Igrabbedmywatchand

cellphonethenwenttothelounge."I'mhere"

Her:"Youaresuchagirlsometimes"

Me:"Haaaah!"Shestoodupfromthecouch

Her:"Thisisfineright?"Shewasdressedin

dustypinkdressthatwasoverthekneewitha

matchingblazerandstockingalongwithher

grannyheels

Me:*smiles*"Perfect"shelookedatBabalwa



Her:"Babyaresureuzobarightwedwa?"(You'll

befineonyourown)

Babi:"Yesma,stopbabyingme"

Her:"I'mjustmakingsureVuyelwa,youcould

alwayscomewithus"

Babi:"Nothankyou"

Me:"Mamayou'retheonewhoisgoingto

makeuslatenow"

Her:"Hehake,okaymasambe"(let'sgo)she

tookhercarkeysandherlittlepurse

Me:"Byesis"

Her:"Goodluckbrobro"

Ma:*laughs*"Heneedsit"

Wewenttothecarandmadroveus,herslow

drivingwasreallyworkingonmynerves

becauseIjustwantedtogettheresowecan

getthismeetingoveranddonewithbutno

mamajusthadtobeoverlycautiousonthe



roadbutwefinallygottheGamildienresidence

andweparkedontheirdriveway

Mama:"Youreadyboy?"

Me:*sigh*"Idon'thavemuchofachoicedoI?"

Her:*chuckles*"Youaresoscaredbaby

shameman,don'tbeokay?Justrelax"

Me:"WhatwasIthinkingmakingthatman's

daughterpregnantmamawhatifhekillsmein

there?"Iburiedmyfaceinmyhandsandmama

laughed,likereallylaughed

Her:*catchingherbreathe*"Let'sgoinside"

Ibreathedoutandgotoffthecarsodidshe,we

walkedtowardsthegateandbuzzedin.Imi's

momansweredIcouldtellbythevoice

Her:"Who'sthere?"

Mama:"ItistheBooi's"

Her:"Ohokay,youcame"shesounded

surprised"youcancomein"shebuzzedusin



andwewalkeddownthepathwayleadingtothe

door

Mama:"Zwelicalmdownwillyou!"

Me:"Yousayitlikeit'seasymama"

Her:"Justbreathokay?"Inodded

WhenwegottothedoorMrsGamildienwas

alreadywaitingforusbythedoor,shesmiledat

mymother

MrsG:"Hellosisi"mymomputoutherhand

andtheyshookhands

Her:"Molobethuna,ndiyathembaurightunder

thecircumstances"(hi,Ihopeyou'rewellunder

thecircumstances)

MrsG:*smiling*"ndizothinisisiimekoasinoyi

tshintsha"(whatcanIsay?Wecan'tchangethe

waythingsare)shethenlookedatme

"Kumkani"

Me:"Moloma"shenoddedandsteppedaside



Her:"Youcangothroughtothelounge"

Iswallowedandwalkedbehindumama,Idon't

thinkyouguysunderstandhowscaredIamof

thisman.WewalkedinbutImiwasnowherein

sight

MrsG:"Imaraahisinthekitchen"Inoddedand

walkedslowlybehindmymomuntilwegotto

theloungeandtherewasthebigdog,sittingin

hiscouchwithhisQur'aninhand.Hewas

alwaysdressedinhistraditionalattire.He

lookedupatusthenstoodup

Him:"Salaamalaykum"

"Waalaykumas-salaam"mymomandIsaid

Him:"Youmaybesitted"helookedathiswife

"GetImaraahpleaseandsomebeveragesfor

ourvisitors"hethenlookedatus"Whatwillit

be?"

Mom:"Justaglassofwaterforbothofus"he

noddedandsatdown,sodidwe.



Hiswifedisappeareddownthepassage,hejust

sattherelookingmemakingmeuncomfortable

toevenbreatheorblink!YohwhatwasI

thinkingmara!?AftertodayI'mstockingupon

condomsIswear afterawhileIminam

cameintotheloungewithmomwalkingbehind

herholdingatraywith5glassesand5bottles

ofwater.TheybothsatdownnexttoMr

Gamildien,Itookabottleofwaterfromthe

table,pouredintoaglassformymotherthen

didthesameforme

Her:"Enkosiboy"(thankyou)

MrG:*clearsthroat*"Weallknowwhyweare

heretodaysoI'dlikeustobeginthereasonof

uscomingtogetherheretoday"Itookahuge

gulpofwaterthenplacedtheglassdown,he

lookedathiswife"Wouldyouliketosay

somethingbeforewestart?"Sheshookher

head"Okay,MrsBooiyoursonheredeflowered

mydaughterandplantedhisseedsinsideher"



Her:*nods*"YesI'vejustbeenmadeawareof

thatadayago"

Him:"Weunderstoodthatyourfamilywas

goingthroughsometurmoilbutnowit'stimeto

facethematterathandbeforeImaraahhere

goesintolabour"

Her:"Iagreewithyou"

Him:"OkayI'llgetstraighttothepoint,thereis

nouseofusdraggingthisoutanyfurther.My

daughterispregnantwithtwinsthatyoursonis

responsiblefor,notonebuttwokidsnowas

youknowI'maveryreligiousMuslimman.I'm

appalledatthebehaviourdisplayedbyboth

thesechildrenbecauseImaraahhasbrought

yoursonherebeforeandItoldhimwhatwould

happenedshouldsomethinglikethishappened,

didn'tIKumkani?"

Me:*clearsthroat*"Ye..yessiryoudid"mom

lookedatmewithquestioningeyes



MrG:"worrynotMrsBooiI'lldiscloseittoyou

too"shenodded"asI'vepointedoutthat

ImaraahwasavirginbeforeKumkanihere

camealong,nowyoursontookthatawayfrom

hereandthattome&mycultureisalreadyan

offenceandpleasedonotthinkI'mshifting

blameontoyourson.I'vealreadyhadaserious

talkwithImaraahaboutthis"

Ma:*nods*"YesIunderstandthat"

Him:"Nowsheisexpectingalmostdue,I

expectofyoursontomakethingsrighthere

andlifttheshamehehasplacedonnotonlymy

familynamebutonImaraahaswell"

Mama:"I'mnotsureifIfollowMrGamildien"

Him:"Iexpectyoursontomarrymydaughter

beforethesegirlsarebornorhewon'tseethem

afterbirth"

Ma:"Butthat'snothowthingsworkwithussir"

Him:"Thisismyhome,myrulesandmy



daughter.Youwilldothingshowyoupleasein

yourownhome"Iswallowed

Ma:"I'msorrybutweareChristians"

Him:"Thenyoursonwouldhavesurelywaited

tillmarriagewouldhe?"

"paI..."-Iminamdidn'tevengettofinishwhat

shewantedtosaycauseherfatherroared

Him:"Areyouspeakingwhileeldersare

speakingImaraah!!?"

MrsG:"Lovecalmdownplease"sheplacedher

handonhisshoulderandIminamlookeddown.

Hesippedabitofwaterfromthebottlethen

focusedhisgazeuponusbutdidn'tspeak

Ma:"MrGamildienIunderstandthatyouare

religiousbutshouldn'tweletthetwoofthem

decidewhattheywant?Imeanit'stheirlives

afterall"hechuckled

Him:"Nokidwillmakedecisionsinmyhouse"



helookedatme"Iawaitforyouranswer

Kumkani"everyoneturnedtheirgazeuponme

andIwastonguetiedhonestly.Ipickedupthe

glassofwaterandfinishedofthelastbitIhad

left

Me:*clearsthroat*"MrGamildienfirstlyI'dlike

toapologizeforbringingshameuponyour

familybutIloveyourdaughterverymuchandI

takethesetwoasablessingalthoughthey

weren'tplannedfor.I'dhatetodisrespectyour

religionevenfurtherandIreallywanttobea

partofmygirlslives,all3ofthem.Ilove

Imaraahsir,I'lldoit"

"Kumkaninooo!"Iminamhissedatmeher

fatherlookedather

Him:"Imaraah!"Shespokebacktohimin

arabicandtheyhadaheatedargument,mama

andIcouldn'tunderstandawordofit.

MrsG:"Imaraah!Shutup!"Shewasaboutto



talkback"Now!Zipitnow!"Shefuriouslywiped

hertearsandmymomgaveheraglassof

water

Imi:"Thankyou"mymomjustsmiled

MrG:"Theceremonywilltakeplacenextweek"

Ma:"nooffencebutwhatkindofceremony?"

MrG:"Mydaughterismuslimsoitshouldbe

obvious"

Her:"MysonisChristian,asI'vepointedout

notsolongago"

Him:"YoursonwillhavetoconverttoIslam"

Her:"Overmydeadbody"shestoodup"Zweli

masambe"(let'sgo)

Me:"MamaI..."

Her:"IwillnotrepeatmyselfZwelibanzi!

Phakamangoku!"(Getuprightnow)Istoodup,

shelookedatMrGamildien"Whenyouare

readytobereasonableyouwillcontactus"



Him:"Mydemandsstayastheyare"

Her:"ThenI'llseeyouincourt"shepulledmy

handandmarchedtowardstheexit

Me:"Mamastopplease"sheturnedaroundand

lookedatme

Her:"Wewilltalkwhenwegethome"Isighed

thenturnedaroundtofacetheGamildien's

Me:"I'lldoit"Imi'sdadnoddedandmama

walkedout,Iranafterher

•

•

BABALWA

∆

Mylifehastakenacompleteshiftliketotally,

eversincepapahasbeensentencedthings

havechangedandnotfortheworst.Wewere

closerasafamily,mamawascertainlybetter

mentallyandherbiblewasherbestfriend.Bhuti



wasgoingthroughhisownchallengeswithhis

twobabymommasbuthestillmadeitapoint

tobethereformomandI.Welluntilheand

Iminamgotmarried,aiwowubhuti.Ididn't

expecthimtogothroughwithit,Ithoughthe

wouldstandhisgroundandactuallysayno

whenmarriagewasproposedbutheactually

agreedtoit.Onewouldsaythatheactually

wantedthingstounfoldthewaytheydidbut

anywaywe(ZweliandI)werebothacceptedat

theUniversityoftheWesternCape.Hechanged

coursesandwasnowdoinglawwhileIdidaB.

CominAccountingSciences,mamasaidIwas

bravetotakethatcoursebecauseitwasnot

easybutIlovedworkingwithnumbers&itwas

oneofmybestsubjectsinhighschool.Even

witheverythingthatIhadgoingonIstill

managedtopasswithadistinctionin

accountingandmaths,theothersubjectsI

passedtoojustnotwithdistinctionsthough.



"I'mverypleasedwiththeprogressyouare

makingBabalwa,fromourfirstsessionuntil

nowIseegreatchangeinyousowewillonly

have2sessionsaweekinsteadofevery

weekday"-mytherapistsaid

Me:*smiles*"Nokidding?"

Her:*laughs*"Nokiddingatall,Iwanttosee

howyouaregoingtosettleinuniversityand

maybehowyou'llbewhenyoufindaboyfriend

too"

Me:"Me?Boyfriend?Idon'tthinkso"

Her:*smiles*"It'sokay,thereisnorushbutyou

willbegoingintoacompletelydifferentworld

soyouhavetomentallyprepareyourself.

Understandthatnoteveryonewhomyou

befriendoncampuswillbegoodtoyouand

alwaysremembertherealreasonyouarethere"

Me:"Idon'tneedfriendsAshley"thatwasher

name



Her:"Iwantyoutomakefriends,stopisolating

yourself"

Me:"I'lltry"

Her:"That'sallIwant,foryoutotrybutbe

careful.Youcanevenjointherunning&the

longjumpteamsinceyouloveathleticsso

much"

Me:*laughs*"Youreallywantmetosocialize?"

Her:"Yes"

Me:"OkayI'lltry"shecheckedherwristwatch

Her:"Wehaveabout15minutesleftofthis

session,isthereanythingelseyou'dlikeusto

talkabout?"

Me:*sigh*"Thisthingwithmybrother"

Her:"Yes,whataboutit?"

Me:"Ijustfeellikeit'sunfaironTasha"

Her:"Natashaisthesamegirlwhohelpedyou



guysthroughthecase?"Inodded"Soyoufeel

yourbrothershouldhavemarriedherandnot

theothergirl?"

Me:"Heistooyoungtoevenbemarried"

Her:"Butheis"

Me:"Iknowbut.."

Her:"YoufeelNatashaistheoneforyour

brother?"Inodded"Wellhaveyouthoughtof

whatyourbrotherwants?Maybeheactually

lovesthesecondgirlmore"

Me:"HelovesNatashaIknowit"

Her:"I'mnotsayinghedoesn't,I'mjustsaying

youshouldsupportyourbrother'schoices

insteadofjudginghim.Hesupportedyouso

whycan'tyoudothesameforhimwhenhe

needsyou?"Icouldn'tanswerthat"justbenice

toyourbrother'swife,she'spregnantandneeds

allthehelpshecanget.Stopbeingnastytoher,

shedoesnotneedallthatunnecessarystress"



Me:"Howdidyouknow?"

Her:"Ijustknow,youfeellikeyou'llbe

betrayingNatashaifyouacceptyourbrother's

wife?"

Me:"Yes"

Her:"ButNatashaisstillwithyourbrotherisn't

she?"

Me:"Sheis"

Her:"Sostopputtingyourselfinanawkward

positionandbeasistertoyourbrotherandyour

newsisterinlaw"

Me:"OkayI'lltrymybestbuteversinceshe

livedwithusmamahasn'tbeenatpeacewith

Zweli"

Her:"BecausetheyareMuslimandyouguys

areChristian?"Inodded"butthathasnothingto

dowithyou,justdon'ttakesides"

Me:"Okaythankyou"
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Todaywasthefirstdayoforientationweek,

Zwelididnotneeditbecauseheknewhisway

aroundcampusfromlastyearsomomwas

goingtodropmeoff.Iwokeupearlyinthe

morningsothatIcouldgetreadywithout

havingtorusharoundandIhadalreadytaken

outmyoutfitthenightbefore.Imademybed

thenopenedmycurtainsalongwiththe

windows,wenttogobrushmyteethinthe

bathroom&steppedintotheshower.

Aftermypeacefulshower,Icleansedmyface

andonlyafterthatdidIapplylotiononmyskin.

Iworemydenimskintightjeansandplainwhite

t-shirtwhichItuckedinalongwithmywhite

nikey.AlthoughIwasn'treallyagreatsisterin



law,Imaraahhadtaughtmehowtodomy

eyebrowssoIdidmyeyebrowsandapplied

somemascara.ThelipglossI'dapplyafter

breakfast,Isatinfrontofthemirrorand

combedmyhairwhichItiedintoalowsinceI

wasgoingtowearmywhitecap.Therewasa

slightknockthenmydooropened,Ilooked

backanditwasmymom.

Her:*smiling*"Lookatmybaby"

Me:*giggles*"Goodmorning"

Her:"SogreattoseeyouexcitedVuyelwa,it's

timeforbreakfast"

Me:"Okaymama,I'mcoming"shenoddedthen

closedthedoorslightly.

IclearedthespaceIwasbusyonthenwentout

tothedinningroom,Zweliwassittingnextto

mom

Me:"MorningZwe..."



Him:"morningBabi"Isatdown

Me:"Iminotjoiningusthismorning?"

Him:"She'sstillsleeping,wehadaroughnight"

Ma:"somethingwrongwiththekids?"

Him:"No,justdifficultyfindingacomfortable

sleepingpositionforher"

Her:"ohZweliyoumustgiveheramassage

everyonceinawhiletorelaxhermuscles

beforebed"

Him:"willdo"IjustlistenedtothemtalkwhileI

ate

Ma:"Ihopedyouwouldjoinustoyesterday's

service.Itwasupliftingyoushouldhavebeen

there"

Him:"Maplease,don'tstart"

Her:"Zweli"helookedatme

Him:"Enjoyyourselftodayokay?"Iswallowed



thefoodthatwasinmymouthbeforelooking

atmomwholookedappalledbyZweli's

behaviorthenbackathim

Me:*nods*"Iwill"

Hegotupfromhischair

Him:"Thankyouforbreakfastmama"hethen

walkedoutofthedinningarea

Itookmyglassofjuiceandquicklydrankitto

avoideyecontactwithmama.

"finishupsothatwecanleave"Inodded

lookingdownatmyplate.

WefinishedeatingandIdishedforImithen

placedherfoodinthemicrowave,Ileftasticker

onthefridgetellinghershewouldfinditthere

thengrabbedsomefruitandafewsnacksput

theminmybackpackrushingaftermymom

whowasalreadyinthecar.Iclimbedinfront

andbuckledup,shedroveoffwithoutsaying

anything.ThisthingwithZweliwasreallynot



sittingwellwithheranditwasaffectingmetoo

nowcauseshewouldbeinafoulmood,Iput

ontheradiointhecarbutsheswitcheditoff

Me:"Mama"

Her:"NoBabalwa"

Isighedandtookmyphonefrommybag,

pluggedinmyearphonesandlookedoutthe

roadwithmymusicplaying.Imadesuretoput

itonit'sloudestcauseIdidn'twantmymood

beingruinedbymama,Iwasreallyexcited

aboutschoolandIwasn'tabouttoletmama

ruinmydaysoearlyinthemorningfor

somethingthathasgotnothingtodowithme.

Whenwearrivedoncampusweweredirected

tothemainhallwhereallthefirstyearstudents

werethentakenonatourbyourPF'saround

campussomamasentmeamessagesaying

shewouldwaitformeatthestudentcentre.I

endedmakinganacquittanceinmyPFgroup,

welltwoactually,LifaandFanisaweeven



exchangednumbers.Afterthelongwalks

aroundcampuswewereexcusedandIwentto

lookformymomfoundhersittingwithsome

otherparents.BasicallyIhadalongday!!

"you'llbeabletocomebyyourselftomorrow?

Ordoyouwantmetodropyou?"-mamaasked

asshedroveushome

Me:"Comebymyself?How?"

Her:"PublictransportBabalwa,youmustlearn

touseabus"

Me:"haynomama,nothappening.I'llgetlost"

Her:"UmdalangokuVuyelwa"(you'reoldnow)

Me:"It'snotmyfaultyouspoiledme"

Her:"Baby"

Me:"I'llaskbhutitodropmeifyoucan't"she

sighed

Her:"Shouldwebuytakeouts?"Ishrugged



Me:"I'mnotreallyhungry"

Her:"Okay"

Shedroveusstraighthome,Imiaswellas

Zweli'scarwerebothparkedinthegarage

meaningtheywerestillhome.Iwentinside,

mamawasgoingtoMondayservice.She'sso

hookedonchurchlatelybutI'mtiredtoday.I

walkedinthehouseandIcouldhearthetv

playingintheloungebutthewasnoonethere

soIcheckedthekitchenandImiwastherewith

Junior.

Me:"Afternoon"shelookedatmeandsmiled,

Jrrantogivemeahug"Ididn'tknowyouwould

behere,uright?"Henodded

"Howwasyourfirstday?"Imiasked.Isatonthe

highchairandletJrgobacktothekitchen

Me:"Itwasokay,justverytired.Howareyou?"

Her:*sighs*"Theyaredrainingallmyenergy"

shesaidthatbrushingherbelly"Idon'tfeellike



doinganythingortalkingtoanyone,ifIcouldI

wouldwalkaroundthehouseinahuget-shirt

onlybecauseI'mgettingsoirritatedbythese

clothestheymakemetoohot.AllIwanttodo

isjusteatbutyourbrotherdoesn'tunderstand.

HesaysI'mbeingmoody"

Me:"Wellthatseemslikealottotakein"

Her:"Youhavenoidea,anydaynowI'mjust

waitingonthembecausewowmommyistired"

Me:*laughs*"You'llmisshavingtheminside

youlikethat"

Her:"Ijustwanttohavetheminmyarms

alreadysodoesyourbrother"

Me:"Speakingofwhich,whereishe?"

Her:"Inthebedroom"shegaveJrasmallbowl

ofnoodlesandhewenttogositinfrontofthe

TVwithit

Me:*clearsthroat*"Ithoughthewouldbein



crèchethisweek?"

Her:"He'sgoingnextweekwhenhisfather

startshavingclasses"Inodded"ShouldImake

yousomethingtoeat?"

Me:"Nothankyou,I'mjustgonnagolaydown"

Istoodup

Her:"Andma?"

Me:"Church"shenoddedandpouredjuiceinto

Jrplasticcuptheninto2glassesonlythenI

noticedthedelicioussandwichesshemadeon

thecounter

Her:"Canyoutellyourbrothertocomeeat"I

noddedandwalkedofftohisroom,Iknocked

andhetoldmetocomein.

Me:"Zwe"Iwalkedinonlytofindhimbusy

settingupthetwocotswehadboughtthis

weekendwhenwewentshopping"Wellthis

looksnice"



Him:"Really?"Heaskedproudofhimselfwhile

lookingatthetwocotshehadjustputtogether

andInodded"Thankssis"

Me:"You'rewelcome,wifeysaysyoushouldgo

eat"

Him:"Betherejustnow"

Me:"Nicelifeproblemshey"Iwalkedoutofhis

roomwentstraighttomineandtookanap.

Aroundpast6myphonerangwakingmeup,I

checkedthecallerIDanditwasLifafrommy

PFgroup.Isavedhisnumberearlieroncampus.

Me:"Hello?"

Him:"Hi!GirlI'vebeentextingyouon

WhatsAppbutithasBEEEENonetickhey"

Me:*yawns*"I'vebeennappingsinceIgot

home,what'sup?"

Him:"Ohnothing,Iwasjustcheckingtoseeif

you'reallgoodie"



Me:*chuckles*"Wellthat'ssweetbutyesI'm

good"

Him:"Weshoulddolunchtomorrow,Fanisa

saysshehadsomesushifromashopinA-

Blockanditstodiefor"

Me:"I'veneverreallyhadsushi,notmuchofa

fanofseafood"

Him:"Youlie!MetoobutIwannatryitand

you'regonnajoinme"

Me:"Idon'thaveachoiceitseems"

Him:"Noyoudon't,sotomorrowduringlunch.

A-Block"

Me:"Okay"

Him:"Goodnight"

Me:"Nighty"Ihungupandputmyphoneonmy

bedside.

Igotupandswitchedonthelights,mycurtains

&windowswereclosedwhichmeantmama



wasback.Iwenttogofreshenupinthe

bathroomthentookoffthejeansandworemy

trackshorts.WhenIgottotheloungeZweli

wassittingintherewithhislittlefamilyontheL

couch,hewasmassagingImi'sfeet.

Me:"Don'tyouguysjustlookcute"

Him:"Don'tannoymeV"

Me:*laughs*"ohsoyouknowyousupposedto

massageapregnantwoman'sfeet?"Helooked

atmeandImimovedherfeetoffhislap"noooI

wasjustjoking"

MamacalledmefromthekitchenandZweli

lookedatmeannoyed,Imouthed'sorry'.I

helpedmamawiththefinaltouchesthenwe

hadsupperonlytobedisturbedbyZweli's

phone.

Him:"sorry,Ithoughtit'soff"hetookitoutof

hispocketandcheckedthescreen"Haveto

takethis"hestoodupandanswered"Tash..."



HewalkedoutthediningareaandIlookedat

Imiwhosimplyplacedherforkdown

Her:"excuseme"

Mama:"eatplease,Imadesureeverythingis

halaaltoday"

Her:*smiles*"thankyoubutI'mnotreally

hungryma"shestoodupandwalkedout.I

lookedatmamaandshelookedhurt

"Mamaina!"(Here)Juniorhandedmamahis

brocoliandshesmiled

Her:"enkosi"(thankyou)hegavehermoreof

hisbroccoli,mamawassooblivioustowhathe

wasdoingandjustcharmedbyhiscutness

omg

Zwelijoinedusafterawhile,atefedhisson

thenlefttohisroomleavingmamaandIalone.

•

•



ZWELIBANZI
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AftersupperIwenttogiveJuniorabaththen

dressedhiminhispajamaswithImiwatching

usbutnotsayinganything.Shewasmad

becauseofthecallIgotfromNatasha,she

didn'twantustalkingunlessitwasaboutJunior

andsincehewasherefortheweekshedidnot

understandwhysheevenhadtocallespecially

sinceIdidnothandthephoneovertoourson.

"Zwe..."-shewhisperedmyname,Itunedfrom

thedoortolookatherandshewascrying.Sigh,

IopenedthedoorandplacedJuniordown.

Me:"Babalwa!"

Her:"Yeah?"Sheappeareddownthepassage

Me:"Canyouwatchhimformeplease?Justa

fewminutes"shenodded"Hambaboy"(go)he

rantoBabalwaandIclosedthedoorthen

walkedovertothebed,thatiswhereshewas



sitting.Iclimbedonthebednexttoherand

wrappedmyonearmaroundher.Shecuddled

herselfevenclosertomeandjustsniffed,sigh.

Ihatedmakinghercry,IknowwhatIhavetodo

butitwasn'taneasytaskforme.

Her:"Zweli"

Me:"Mimo"shesighedthensatupproperly

andlookedatme,Iwipedherwetcheeks

Her:"AmInotenoughforyou?"

Me:"It'snotlikethatImaraah"

Her:"Butthat'swhatpolygamyis,you're

basicallytellingmeI'mnotenoughKumkani"

Me:"That'snotwhatI'mimplyingbyaskingyou

forthis"

Her:"Thenwhatareyouimplying?Actuallyno

don'tanswerthat,ifyouwantthispolygamy

thingofyoursthenyoucanhaveitbutIrefuse

ofyoutohaveagirlfriendoutsidethismarriage"



Me:"YouknowIcan'ttakeanotherwiferight

now"shejuststarredatme"okay,I'llbreak

thingsoffwithNatashaandconcentrateonus

andourlittlefamily,Juniorincluded"

Her:"IwasgoingtoexcludeyoursonZweli,I

havenoproblemwithhimandyouknowthat.I

justwantyoutobreakthingsoffwithNatasha"

Me:"Canwetalkaboutsomethingelsenow"

Her:"Kumkani"

Me:"Baby"

Her:"Givemeyourword"

Me:"I..."Therewasaknockandthenmymom

spokeup

"canyouguyscometotheloungeplease"

Me:"Okaymamawe'llbethere"

Her:"Nowplease,itwon'tbelong"

Me:"Coming!"



IstoodupthenhelpedImiupandwewentto

thelounge,Juniorwasstillawakewatching

cartoons.Weallsatdownandmamaturnedthe

volumedown.

Her:*clearsthroat*"I'llmakethisbrief,Ihate

thetensiongoingoninthishouse.ZwelibanziI

amtiredofyournonsenseit'stimeforyouto

cleanupyouract.Youagreedtothismarried

andIexpectofyoutoactaccordingly.Imaraah

babyI'msorryforanydiscomfortwehave

causedyousinceyourarrivalhereinourhome,

youareasweetchildyoudon'tdeserveallthis.

Wetookyoufromyourhomeandintoours

*sigh*I'llputthereligiontopictorestasitis

sensitiveplusZwelihasmadehischoice.ButI

apologizebabyfornotmakingyoufeel

welcome"

Babalwa:"I'msorrytooformybehaviour

towardsyouImaraah,you'remyelderand

marriedtomybrother.I'llgiveyoutherespect



youdeservefromnowonwardsandstopacting

likeaspoiltbrat"

Mimo:"Wowummmhthankyouverymuch

mamathismeansalottome,ithasn'tbeen

easysinceIgotherethere'sbeendayswhereI

feltlikegoinghomebecauseofhow

unwelcomedIfeltbutyoucomingtomelike

thisandsayingallthesethingsthatfeelsvery

welcomingtomeanditmakesmehappy

becauseIwantmygirlstobebornintoa

healthyhomewherethereisloveandpeace"

shelookedatme"ahomewherewecherish

andrespectoneanotheratalltimes"shethen

lookedatBabalwa"Thankyoutoyoutooand

mamaIacceptyourapology,naweBabalwa"

(youtooBabalwa)

Me:*clearsthroat*"I'dliketoapologizeformy

behaviourduringthepastfewweeks,especially

toyoumamaandyouImaraah.Ihavebeenand

yesI'lladmitselfish,I'vebeenmakingdecisions



withoutthinkingabouttheimplicationsofhow

itwouldmakethepeoplearoundmefeel.

BabalwaI'msorrysisformakingthemoodin

thishomeonethatisfoulwhenweshouldbe

positiveespeciallyafterwhatwehavebeen

through*swallows*Imaraah"sheturnedtolook

atme"I'msorryabouteverythingIputyou

throughbaby,youdidn'tdeserveanyofit"I

stoodup

Her:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Tofixthis"shetriedtostandbutshewas

struggling"Babysit"Ipeckedherlips"I'llbe

back"

-

Wrotethistiredasadogandit'sunedited

Insert22
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Sigh GodremindmewhyIlovethismanso

much,enlightenmeonwhyIjustcan'tseemto

letgoevenwhenheishurtingmelikethis .

Hemarriedherwithoutthinkingtwice,without

thinkingabouthowI'dfeel!Evenafterhepoured

outhishearttome,assuringmehewouldn't

hurtmeagainhegoesoutanddoesexactly

that.AndstillIstandbyhimlikethefoolthatI

amforlovinghim.Idon'tknowwhyIcan'tjust

leave,IfeellikehejustwantstousemebutI'm

addictedtohislove.Mymindistellingmeone

thingandthat'stogetittogether&leavebutmy

heartistellingmeanother&it'sheavyunderthe

pressure.LoveismydrugIgetitthendon't

rememberhowZwelireallytreatsme,Ideserve

betterbutheknowshowtokeepme.

GoddammitIwannaleavebutit'sjustnever

thateasywhenI'mthisconsumedbynothing



butloveforthisman.

MyphonerangasIcameoutofthetub,I

checkedtheIDanditwasZweli.

Me:"baba"

Him:"hey,I'moutside"

Me:"Rightnow?"Iwalkedovertomywindow

andpeekedthroughtheblinds"ohokay,Ijust

cameoutofthetubcanyougivemeafew

minutes?"

Him:"noproblem"Iswallowed,hewassocold

towardsmeandthatworriedme.Couldhebe

heretobreakthingsoff?

Me:"Areyouokay?"

Him:"Comeoutsidethenwecantalkproperly"

myheartdropped,myworstfearwasaboutto

takeplace.I'mloosinghim,Ilosthimthedayhe

foundoutaboutIminambeingpregnant

Me:"Okay"hehungup.



Iplacedmyphoneonthechestofdrawers,I

quicklyappliedlotionthenworemypajamas

alongwiththegownandmybedroomshoes.I

walkeddownstairsandmyparentsweren'tin

thelounge,inactualfactthelightswereoff

downstairs.Isneakedoutquietlythenusedthe

smallgateandapproachedZweli'scar,he

steppedoutwhenhesawmeapproachingit.

Me:"Hey"hedidn'tsayanythingjustgavemea

hug,likeatighthugandmyheartbroke.When

hepulledoutIwipedthetearthathadfallen

downmycheek.Heopenedthebackdoorfor

meandIgotinsodidhe,hedidn'tswitchonthe

lightslikeheusuallywould."Zweliyou're

scaringme"hesighed

Him:"YouknowIloveyouright?"

"Youpromised"-Isaidsoftly,Iknewwherethis

washeading

Him:"Tash..."



Me:"babyyoupromised"atearfelldownmy

cheekandhepulledmeintohischest,theonly

lightweusedwastheonefromthestreetlights

shiningintothecar.

Him:"Iknow"hesighed"AndI'msorrybaby"

Me:"WhydoyoualwaysdothistomeZweli?

WhatdidIdotodeserveallthisheartbreakZwe?

TellmewhatitisthatI'mdoingwrongthatit

alwayshastomeatthereceivingendgetting

hurteverytime"Isatupandlookedathim"Why

Zweli?That'sallIwanttoknow.Ismeloving

youthatmuchofabadthing?"Heburiedhis

faceinhishandsandwesatthereinsilence

"NothingIdoisrightlately"hefinallysaidthen

helookedatme"Maybemeagreeingtomarry

IminamwasadrasticdecisionbutIwantedto

bepresentinmychildren'slives,Ididn'twant

thembeingborninahomewithturmoillikethe

oneIgrewupin,Ididn'twanttohavetofightfor

mykids.Ijustwantedtobethere,Ialready



missedoutonsomuchandyesIloveImi"that

piercedlikeadaggerstraighttomyheart

Me:"Morethanme?"Hecuppedmyface

Him:"You'llalwaysbemyfirstlove,youtaught

melove"hekissedmeanditwasfilledwith

emotions.Iheldhiswristsandpulledoutofthe

kissbutwestayedwithourforeheadsrestedon

oneanother"Iloveyousomuchbutnobody

understandswhatIwant.Idon'twanttohurt

neitheryouorIminambutI'mbeingmadeto

feelselfishforlovingandwantingbothofyou"

Me:"HowdidyouexpectthistoworkZweli?"

Hesatbackonthechairandlookedoutthe

window,Isighedcuddlingmyselfontohimand

hewrappedhisfreearmaroundmebringingme

closertohim

Him:"Idon'tknowbutIjustwantedtohavethe

twowomenthatIlove,thetwowomenwho

completemetobemineandmineonly.Iknow



it'sabigaskbutamIreallyaskingforthe

impossiblereally?HowselfishamIreallybeing

forimaginingthistobesomethingsobeautiful

Tash?Idon'texpectofthetwoofyoutobethe

bestoffriendsjusttohaveyouguysinmylife

gettingalongandlettingmeloveyouandonly

youguys.Iamnotsayingitwouldbeperfect

butitwouldbealearningcurveforall3ofus

andourkids*sigh*NatashaIreallywantthis

baby,Idosobadly.Itwouldmakemereally

happy"Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Ineverthought

adaywouldcomewhereZweliwouldaskthis

ofme.Ialwaysthoughtitwouldbethetwoof

usandourchild"Tash"

Me:"Mh?"Hepulledmetositonhislapandwe

lookedateachother

Him:"Ican'tletyougo,Ican't"Ijustglarredat

him,Iwastonguetied"Pleasetry,forme.For

usplease"hecuppedmyfaceandpeckedmy

lips,whenhepulledoutatearfelldownhis



cheek.

Me:"don'tdothispleaseKani"Iwipedhistears

andkissedhim,hepulledoutandhuggedme

tightlyagain,Ididn'twanttoleavehisbigstrong

arms."I'lldoit"hepulledoutandlookedatme

Him:"Youmeanthat?"Inoddedandhekissed

meyetagain"thankyou"hepeckedmylips

"thankyousomuch"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyouevenmore"Iembracedhimyet

again

Me:"Youhavetogohome"Ipulledoutand

lookedathim

Him:"youarenotgoingtochangemymind

afterIleaveright?"Inodded

Me:"Iwon't,Ipromise"hepeckedmylipsagain

Him:"Thankyou,nomoregamesIpromise"I

heldoutmypinkyandhehookedhisonmine



thenwekissed

Iwalkedbackinsidethehouseandheardhis

cardriveaway,IlockedbutasIwasaboutto

walkupthestaircasemydadcamefromthe

kitchen.Istoppedinmytracksandlookedat

him.

Me:"Dad"

Him:"Youreallylovethatboy"Inoddedandhe

sighed"Come"hewalkedtotheloungeandI

turnedfollowingbehindhim.Wesatonthe

couch"HemarriedtheMuslimgirldidn'the?"

Me:"Hedid"

Him:"SowhatdoyouwantfromhimNatty?

Youcanfindsomebodyelse"

Me:"Idon'twantsomeoneelsedadIwanthim"

Him:"Soyou'regoingtosharehimwithanother

female"Ididn'tanswer"you'regoingtobethe

othergirl"



Me:"Wewillmarryinduetimedadandplease

don'ttrytotalkmeoutofit,IloveZweliandhe

lovesmetoo.Justletmeseewherethisgoes

please"

Him:"I'mnottryingtochangeyourmindNat,

I'mjusttryingtounderstandwhat'sgoingon.I

amnotgoingtotellyouhowtoliveyourlife,it's

yourhappinessjustthatyourmotherisn'thappy

aboutthisatall'

Me:"SheneverreallylikedKaniinthefirst

placesothatIknow"Istoodup"I'mgoingto

bed,Ihavetogotoworkinthemorning"

Him:"Ihopeyoutoldthemyou'regoingto

schoolnextweekandtheymustchangeyouto

part-time"

Me:"Iwouldn'tjeopardizemyfuturedadrelax

andgoodnight"Iwalkedupstairstomyroom.

•

•
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AfterZwelileftBabalwawenttobedandZweli's

motherofferedtogivemeabackrubsoIlet

herbeeventhoughIwasreluctantatfirstonce

shestartedIdidn'twanthertostop,sheshould

reallygiveZwelisomepointers.Hismassages

sucked,it'seitherheisdoingittoosoftlyorhe

ispressingonmetoohard.AfterthemassageI

tuckedJuniorintohisbed,hewasasweetchild

thatjustlovedplayingandveryloveablenever

givesmeanyhasslesalthoughhisfather

alwayscomplainedabouthimbeingnaughty.

SpeakingofwhichZwelihadbeengonefora

whilenowandIwasbeginningtoworry,I

wantedtoknowwhatwasgoingonbutIdidnot

wanttonaghimespeciallynowsoIjusttook

offmygown&nightdressthensatbackonthe

bedwithpillowssupportingme.

Ialwayssleptnakedbecauseclothesreally



causedmealotofdiscomfort,Zwelididn't

mindmynudityatallandwithmyhormonesall

overtheplacehewouldhaveafilledeveningall

thetime.I'dlethimhavehiswaywithme

becauseaftersexIalwaysfallintodeepsleep

butwithoutitItossandturnatnightgoshthese

girlswerereallymakingmeamess.Ijust

wantedtomeetmyangelsalready,Kumkani

reallyblessedmewiththesetwosoulsinsideof

me.IthankAllaheverydaybecauseI'vefallen

sodeeplyinlovewiththemandItrulydon't

regretfallingpregnant,atall.Icaressedmy

belly.

"Mommyisgoingtoprotectyoutwowith

everythingshehas*sigh*maogolaankaroinay

waxkugudhacaan"(Ican'tletanything

happenedtoyou)

"Translation?"IlookedupandKumkaniwas

standingbythedoor,Ismiled

Me:"youneedtostopsneakinguponme"



Him:*smiles*"Iloveadmiringyourbeautyand

howyoualwaystalktothem"heclosedthe

doorandwalkedtowardsthebed

Me:"No,gotakeashowerfirstbeforeclimbing

onthebed"

Him:"princess..."Ishookmyhead"fine"he

walkedtothebathroomandIgotunderthe

coverstryingtosleep.

AfterawhileIfeltmyselfdriftingofftosleep

eventhoughItriedhardtofightitbecauseIstill

wantedtotalktoKumkani.ItwaslonguntilI

felthimspooningmefrombehindwithhishand

caressingmybelly,heplacedasoftpeckonmy

cheekthenmyneckandImoanedasIfelthis

rodhardenagainstmybuns.

"KaninoI'msleeping"myvoicebetrayedme

becausethatcameoutasawhisper.

Him:"I'llbequick"hishandleftmybellytomy

thigh,heranhishandupanddownmythigh



softlywhilenibblingonmyneckandgivingita

fewlovebites.Mybodywasrespondingtohis

touch,Ifeltmyselfgettingwet&hotsoIkicked

thecoversandhechuckledcauseheknew

whatthatmeant,Iwasreadyforhim.

Ipushedmybunsagainsthissolidrodandhe

liftedmythigh,ImadesureIopenedupforhim

asheopenedmyfoldswiththeheadofhisdick

thenrubbingitupanddownmywetentrance

makingmesufferevenmore

Me:"Kumkani"andthat'sallIhadtosaybefore

Ifelthimenterintomydomainwhichwasnow

underhisspell.Imoanedsoftlyashebreathed

heavilyinmyearwithmuffledgroansashe

startedgrindinginsidemeandImethim

halfway,heheldmythightightly

Him:"Imaraahmhhmm"heburiedhisfacein

myneckandgroaned"thisfeelssogoodfuck!"

Me:"Babyharder"hewentindeeperandharder,



IbitthepillowtokeepmymoansdownasI

fistedthesheetsinmyhand

Him:"CanItakeitstandingpleasedon'tbe

loud"hekissedmyneckandInodded.

Iheldontothebedasheenteredmefrom

behind.

"aaahZweli"Imoanedandhegruntedashe

slammedharderanddeeperintomeIbitonmy

lowerliptryingtokeepmymoansdownasmy

orgasmbuiltup"BabyIcan't,Ican't"

Him:"Waitprincess...fuck!"Hewentfaster

Me:"Aaaa..."Hequicklyputhishandovermy

mouthandIcamealloverhimbuthekept

goinguntilhereachedhispeaktoo.Hepulled

outandwenttothebathroom,camebackwith

atowelandwipedmecleanthenkissedme

Him:"Iloveyou"

"iseverythingokayboy?"Zweli'smomasked



fromtheothersideofthedoor,myeyes

popped

Him:"Ma?"

Her:"ohokaysorrybaby,Ithoughtthatmaybe

Imihadgoneintolaboursorry"

Him:"Everythingisfine,gotosleep"

Her:"Okaygoodnight"

Him:"Night"helookedatmeandshookhis

headbeforekissingmeagain"Toldyoutokeep

itdown"

Me:*giggles*"Icouldn'thelpit,sorry"hethrew

thetowelonthefloorandclimbedonthebed

nexttome

Him:"Maraah"

Me:"Kani"

Him:"BabyIcouldn'tdoit"Imovedawayfrom

hischestandlookedathim



Me:"Idon'tunderstand"

Him:"Ijustcouldn't.Ican'tbreakthingsoff

withNatasha,Ican'tbringmyselftodoit*sigh*

IloveherjustasIloveyouImaraah..."

Me:"Soyoujusthadsexwithmeknowing

you..."

Him:"PrincesspleaseIdon'twanttofightI

just..."

Me:"KumkaniI'mfailingtounderstandyou

lately"

Him:"Ifyoucouldjustlistenplease"Isighed

andsatup,sodidhe.

Insert23
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ThetalkwithImiwasn'teasyasonecouldhave



imagined,shereallydidn'twantthispolygamy

thingbutIwasn'tgoingtobackdownandI

madethatcleartoher.Shesaidshe'dthink

aboutitthengavemeherbackfortherestof

thenight,notwantingmetotouchsoIlether

beandfellintoadeepslumbertoo.

WhenIwokeupinthemorningmyqueenwas

stillsleeping,guessweshouldpassthe

"princess"titleovertothegirlsontheway.She

lookedbeautifuleveninhersleepbutIdidn't

wanttodisturbhersoIwenttogofreshenupin

thebathroomandwenttogositbythelittle

tableinmyroomwhereIreadmyprayersfrom

myQur'anrecitingthemsilentlyinmyheart.

AftermorningprayerImademywaytogothe

dinninghallwheremamaandBabalwawere

waitingformeatthebreakfasttablewherewe

hadourmorningfeast.Babalwaputherphone

awaywhenIcameinandsmiledatme.

Me:"Goodmorning"



Babi:"Morning"

Ma:"Zweli,wealmoststartedwithoutbaby

thoughtyouwouldn'tbejoiningus"

Me:"Inevermissbreakfastmama,youknow

this"shesmiledandnodded

Her:"Ialreadyblessedthefoodsoyoucandig

in"

Babalwadishedformeandweate,mamadidn't

askaboutwhereIwentofftolastnightandI

wasgladcauseIwasn'tlookingforalecture

that'sexactlywhatshewasgoingtogiveme.

"Bhuti"-Babalwacalledoutformyattention

andIlookedupfrommyplate

Me:"Yeah?"

Her:"Canyoudropmeoffatcampus?"

Me:"Ithoughtmamawasontransportdutyfor

thisweek"shelookedatmomthenbackatme

Her:"It'sfine,I'llfindmyownwaytocampus



then"shelookedbackatherplateandIlooked

atmomforanswersshejustdismissedme

Me:*clearsthroat*"okayI'lldrop&pickyouup

then"

Her:*smiles*"Thankyou,I'llgogetmystuff

ready"shegotupfromthetableandleftthe

dininghallandIlookedatmymom

Me:"Ma?Andthen?"

Ma:"Ijustwantedhertotrypublictransport

that'salljustalearningcurvecauseshecan't

alwaysdependonus"

Me:"youknowshe'sneverusedthatbefore"

Her:"that'swhyIwantedhertolearnZwe,

Babalwaneedstobeindependentsothatshe

doesn'talwaysdependonus.SoIwantedusto

startoutsmall"

Me:*sigh*"youspoiledher,youcan'tjust

expecthertounderstand"



Her:"Iknowbabythat'swhatI'mtryingto

rectifyhere"Istoodupandgrabbedaplateof

foodthendishedforImi

Me:"Whateveryouseeasrightma"

Itooktheplatewithaglassofjuicethenwent

toourroomandshewasstilldeadwithsleep.I

placedherbreakfastonthetablethenclimbed

onthebednexttoherandplacedapeckonher

cheek.

"Maraah"Iwhisperedbeforeplacinganother

oneonherneckthenshoulderwhileIcarassed

herahugebelly"Babe"

"MhmmImaad"shemurmedstillwithhereyes

closed,Ismiledbecauseshecalledmebythe

nameIgotwhenIconvertedtoIslam.She

rarelyusedit.

"IbroughtyoubreakfastbabyandI'mgoingto

dropoffBabalwaatcampus"sheopenedher

eyesandlookedatme,Ipeckedherlips"hey"



Her:*smiles*"hey"

Me:"yougoingtobeokayonyourown?Junior

isstillsleepingsoIcan'tleavewithhimandI

don'tknowifmomisgoinganywheresodoyou

wannacomewithme?"

Her:"I'mtired"sheyawned

Me:"Okaybutwakeupandeatthengoshower,

youcannapafterthat"

Her:"mhhhmZwelinooo"shepulledthe

blanketoverherhead

Me:"OkayI'mleavingyouke"sheraisedher

headalittleovertheblanketsandsmiled

Her:"Bye"

Me:"Areweokay?"Shesighed

Her:"weareokay"

Me:*sigh*"babyareyousure?"

Her:"Yes"



Me:"canIgetakissthen?"ShepoutedandI

gotundertheblanketswithher

Her:*giggles*"nonowIwon'twantyouto

leavebaby"Iputmyhandonherthighand

kissedherdeeplyandshewrappedherarms

aroundmyneckbringingmeincloser,shewas

arousedIcouldtellbecauseshekeptwinding

herwaistagainstmyhandthatwasontopof

herpussybutnotdoinganythingtoher"Zwe..."

ShemoanedmorelikepleadedandIopened

herfoldsandinsertedmyfingerandboywas

shewet!"Please"shesaidthatinbetweenour

kissandmydickhardened

Me:"FuckImi"Igotoutofbedandwalkedover

tothedoor,lockedandquicklytookoffmy

clotheswhileshekickedtheblanketsoffthe

bedthenturnedoverindoggypositionwaiting

formetopenetrateinsideher.Icursedunder

mybreath,thispregnancywasmakingherwild

butIdidn'twasteanytimestandingontheedge



ofthebedandpullinghertowardsme.Ientered

herwet,warmandtightpussy,itclungontop

mydicksoperfectly"fuckkk!"Itfeltgoodand

hearinghermoansmademeyearnforhereven

more...

"Zweweneedtogetgoing!"Sheshoutedfrom

theothersideofthedoorbutIdidn'tstopwhatI

wasdoing

"15minutesplease"

"Okay!"IheardherfootstepswalkingawayandI

pulledout.

Me:"I'llbebackquicklybabyIpromise"

Her:"Kumkaniplease!"

Me:"Imaraahpleasebaby"IgrabbedmyT-shirt

thatwasonthefloorandputiton,shesatflat

onherbuttandlookedatme,wellmorelikemy

dickthenstormedofftothebathroom.Iquickly

dressedupthenwenttothebathroomandshe

hadlockedthedoor"Princess"



Her:"Goaway"

Me:"I'llmakeituptoyouwhenIgetbackI

promise"silence"Imi?"Iheardthekeyturnfrom

theothersideofthedoorthensheopenedthe

doorandlookedatme

Her:"Youpromise?"Ismilednoddingthen

peckedherlips"okay,thankyouforbreakfast"

Me:"Yougonnahavetowarmitnow"

Her:"Noproblem,besafeandgetbacksoon"

Me:"Iwillbaby"wewalkedtotheroomandshe

handedmemycellphonealongwithmycar

keys"Thankyoubaby,I'llbebackwithinablink

ofaneye"shepeckedmylips

Her:"Insha'allah"

•

•

BABALWA



∆

Zwelicameoutallsmileswhenhecameoutof

hisbedroom.

Him:"wecango"hewhistledallthewaytothe

garage,assoonasIwasbuckledhedroveout

theyard

Me:"andthemood?"

Him:*smirks*"let'sjustsaylifeisslowlygiving

meabreak"

Me:"meaning?"

Him:*laughs*"allinduetimesis"

Me:"aiwow"heputontheradioandwaseven

singingalongtothesongs.

AfterdroppingmeoffatthemaingateIwalked

intocampusandusedthedirectionsZwelihad

givenmetomakeittoourgroupmeetupspot

thatguidefromyesterdayhadgivenus.WhenI

gotthereLifaandFannyweren'ttheresoI



spentthemorningwalkingwiththegroup

quietly,Lifatextedmearound9askingwhere

wewereandItoldhim,Isawhimmakehisway

towardsusandIwasrelieved.Iwasstartingto

getboredbecauseherepeoplebondedwith

thosetheyknewandIfounditdifficulttomake

socialrelationswithpeople,Iwasvery

introverted.

"Hey"hesaidassoonashereachedme

Me:"you'relate"

Him:"Trainsweredelaying"

Me:"ohsorry,didn'tknow"

Him:"waitwereyoumadatme?"

Me:"No"hegavemethereallylook"okayIwas,

becauseI'mallaloneandFaniisn'tcoming"

Him:"Greatmoretimeforusthen"o-kay,I

shifteduncomfortably"Nooonotlikethat,Iwas

just...Nevermind,whathaveyouguysdone?"



Me:"Nothingmuchreally"

Him:"Stillonforsushi?"Inodded

Me:"Guessweshouldtrynewthings"

Letmejustsaythatthisguywasabreathof

freshair,hewasfunnyandfreemost

importantlyIfeltcomfortablearoundhim.Our

littleexperimentwithsushiatlunchwasn'tall

thatgreatthough let'sjustsaysushiis

notourfriend.AttheendofthedayItried

callingZweliwhowasn'tpickingupsothathe

couldfetchme,Iwasstartingtostressnow

becausewhenItriedmom'sphoneshewasn't

pickingupeither.Lifakeptmecompanyaswe

waitedbutafterawhilehehadtoleave

becauseitwasgonnabedangerousforhimto

ridetrainlatehoursandIunderstood,he

suggestedthatIuberhomesinceIwasscared

oftakingtaxis&abus.

WhenIgothometherewasnobodythere



literallynoone,greatjustgreat!Iwenttomy

roomandbathedbeforegoingtomakemyself

somethingtoeatinthekitchen.WhilstIwas

busymyphoneranganditwasmom

"Baby,I'msosorrypumpkin!I'monmywayto

fetchyounowsorrymyangelit'sjustthat

thingswerechaoticwithImiinlabourbutI'm

comingokay?Whereareyounow?"

Me:"What?Imiisinlabour?"

Her:"YesandZweliwasinpanickmodebaby

I'llexplaineverythingwhenIgetthere"

Me:"I'mhomema"

Her:"OkayI'mcoming,pleasegetsomewarm

clothesforJunior.AjacketforZweliandmy

coat,I'llcallyouwhenI'matthegateandyou

mustcomeoutsideokay?"

Me:"Okay"

Her:"Loveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutooma"

Ihungupandrushedaroundthehouse

grabbingthestuffshewantedthenatequickly,

soonshewasoutsidesoIwenttothecar,she

huggedmetightly

Her:"iwassoworriedbabyhowdidyouget

home?"

Me:"Iorderedanuber,whathappened?"

Her:"Yohbabyshouldhaveseenyourbrother,

neverseenhimthatscaredbutalliswell.Imi

hadac-sectionandthegirlsarehealthy"

Me:"thoughttheywereduein3weeks"she

shrugged,shewasbeamingwithexcitement.In

thebackseatJrwasfastasleep."Names?"

Her:"OhIdon'tknowbaby,theyhaven'tnamed

them"Inoddedandmyphonebeeped.

ItwasLifaaskingifigothomesafely,Itexted

himbacktellinghimIwasfineandthatmy



brother'swifehadgoneintolabourwhichiswhy

theirphoneswereoutofreach.Hesaid

congratulations&thathewasgladtohearI

wasokay,thathehadjustgottenhomeand

wastohavesuppersoon.Wehadachatuntil

wegottohospitalwithmymom.Whenwegot

toImi'swardshewasasleepandZwelihadhis

eyesgluedonthetwogirlsinhisarms.He

lookedupaswewalkedinnomamaandsmiled

Him:"Can'tbelievetheyarehere"

Mama:"Ohbabytheyarebeautiful,Imidid

well"

Him:"Theysaidshe'dwakeupafterafew

hours,shebreastfedbeforepassingout"I

walkedclosertoseetheirfacesandtheywere

littlecutetinypeople.MamatookJuniorfrom

meandZwelihandedmeatwin.

Me:"Heysweetie,hiiii"shewasmakingthose

cutesoundsandIfellinlove"it'saunt-Babi



here"IlookedatZwe"names?"

Him:"You'reholdingAmiraDaneenBooiand

thisrighthereisAminahLuluBooi"momandI

lokedateachother"Amirameansexalted,

Daneenmeaningprincesssothatrightthereis

myexaltedprincessandhereAminahmeans

trustworthy&LulumeaningpearlsothatoneI

don'tneedtoelaborateon"

Mama:"Beautifulnamesbaby"

Me:"Theyreallyare"IlookedatAmira"so

daddynamedyouprincessheynana"

Shelookedsocuteguys,Imaad&ImaraahBooi

madebeautifultwingirls

Insert24
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Attheendofvisitinghourswehadtoleaveand



myheartfeltheavyleavingthemthere,mylove

forImaraahfeltevenstrongeraftertoday.After

bringingintothisworldthosetwobeautifulgirls

whoIcannotgetenoughof,Iwillforeverbe

gratefultohershehasmademeaveryhappy

man.Arrivinghomemamamademecleanour

bedroomevenchangedthesheetsand

preparedeverythingforthegirls,myroomwas

nowdominatedwithpinkbutIdidn'tmind

Ijustcan'twaitforthemtocomehome.

AfterthelongdayIhad,Irecitedmyprayers

onceagainandIretiredtobed.ThewayIwas

soexhaustedIfellintoaverydeepslumber,

around9thenextdayIwokeupandgotready

togoseethegirlsinhospitalbutbeforeIleft

myroomIcalledNatasha.

"Kani"-sheanswered

Me:"Heybaby,younotbusyright?"

Her:"I'mgettingreadyformyshiftatwork,we



notopenyetsowecantalk"

Me:"Howareyou?"

Her:"I'mfine,IjustmissyouandJunior*sigh*

howareyou?"

Me:"I'mgood*cleardthroat*Ihavesome

news"

Her:"Oh?"

Me:"Yeah,wewelcomedthetwinsyesterday"

Her:*clearsthroat*"Ohwowumh,

congratulationstoyouguys"

Me:"Thankyou,Ijustwantedtoletyouknow.

Notkeepinganythingfromyou"

Her:"OkayIhavetogetgoing"

Me:"Babe?"

Her:"Yeah..."

Me:"Iloveyouokay?"

Her:"Iloveyouevenmore"



Me:"JuniorandIwillvisityousoon"

Her:"Thatwouldbegreatthankyou"

Me:"Okaybyebaby"

Her:"ByeKani"

Ihungupthengotmywalletalongwithmycar

keysthenwalkedoutofthebedroom,mama

wasinthekitchenwashingthedishes

Me:"Goodmorningandgoodbyemama"

Her:"HauZweli,youdidn'teatboy"

Me:"I'llgetsomethingonthewayma"

Her:"Nositdown,I'llwarmyourplate"

Shemaneuveredaroundthekitchenfixingmy

platequietlythenwarmeditandpouredme

juice

Me:"mauright?"

Her:"Yesboy"

Me:"Ohhokay,didyoudropoffBabalwa?"She



nodded"Whenisyournextsession?"

Her:"Tomorrow"

Me:"Haveyoutakenyourmedication?"She

shookherheadandIstoodupmademywayto

herroom,Ilookedathermedicinecabinetand

herdoctorpackedeverythingaccordingtodays

oftheweeksoItookthemtoher"don'tneglect

yourselfmamaplease"

Her:"IhatedependingonthesepillsZweli"

Me:"butlookathowyouarenowmamaplease,

BabalwaandIneedyou.Moreespecially

Imaraah,she'llneedyoutohelpherwiththe

girlssopleasedrinkyourdosageseveryday"

shesighedandIgavehersomewater"Drinkup

mama"

Her:"okay"

Imadesureshetookeverysingleoneofher

pillsthenate,IwenttoJunior'sroomandhe

wasstillsleeping.Thisboywaslazyyerr,Ileft



himinpeacethenbidfarewellkumamaand

droveofftothestores.Ifirstwenttotheflorist

andorderedabouquetofpinkrosesforImi&

redforNatasha,Icouldhearshewasdownin

themorningsoIwantedtobrightenupher

moodalittle.Ipaidforherstobedeliveredat

herworkplacethentookImi'sbouquetandwent

tothejewellerstogethersomethingspecial,a

tokenofappreciation.Ididn'tknowwhatI'dget

herbutonceIexplainedeverythingtothelady

whowashelpingmeshesuggestedthatIget

herabraceletwithcharmsonitandeachone

representingsomethingbutthebiggestpieces

beingthatwhichwillrepresentourlove&the

birthofthetwins.IwassoldsoIpurchasedit

andhopedthatshewilllikeit,aftergoingtothe

jewellersIwenttogogetherahealthymeal

alongwithsomefruitsthenmademywayto

thehospital.

WhenIwalkedintoherwardshewasbusywith



diaperchanges&hermotherwasalongsideher

helping.Theydidn'tseemesoIgreeted

"Salaamalaykum"Imaraahturnedandsmiled

whenshesawme

"Waalaykumas-salaamKumkani"hermother

greeted"Imaraahconcentrate"

TheyfinishedupwhattheyweredoingwhileI

placedtheflowersIhadgottenIminexttoher

bedalongwiththefoodbutthebraceletIkept

inmypocket,MrsGhandedmethegirlsand

helpedImaraahbackontoherbedsothatshe

doesn'thurtherstitches.Afterdoingsoshe

gaveusprivacy,IhandedNeenyovertoher

whileIsatwithAminahinmyarms.

"baby"shelookedupatme"thankyouforgiving

methisopportunity"

Her:"nothingtothankmeforImaad"Isighed

andlookedatmyangelinmyarms

Me:"Allahuakbar"(God'sthegreatest)



"IloveyouKumkani"itmademyinsidestingle

hearinghersaythat

"AndIloveyoumaleeka"(queen)

Her:*blushes*"Let'sputthemdownsothatI

caneatthetreatsyouboughtmeandyoucan

tellmehowma&Babalwaaredoing"

Ididasshewishesandsheateherfoodeven

mademejoinher,wespokeaboutplentyandI

couldtellshewashappy.Thetwinsbeinghere

broughthersomuchjoyandtheydidthattome

too.

"BeforeIforget,Igotyoualittlesomething"I

saidthatreachingintomypocket,Iwassitting

nexttoheronthebed.Itookouttheboxand

gaveittoher"Justasmalltokenofthanksmy

love,Ihopeyoulikeit"shesmiledandopenedit

thenlookedatme

Her:*smiling*"Thankyoubaby"shepeckedmy

lipsthentookitoutofitsboxandlookedat



everysingledetailofit"It'sbeautiful,Iloveit"I

explainedthemeaningbehindthecharmsand

sheblushedevenmoreandIembracedher

thenkissedthecrownofherhead,shelooked

upatme"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"youdon'tknowhowhappyitmakesme

hearingyousaythosewords"Icuppedher

cheekandkissedher"Iloveyou"

Ispentthewholeafternoonatthehospitalthen

wenthomelatethatday,whenIgothome

Juniorjumpedonhisfeetandrantowardsme

Me:"Heybigboy"Ipickedhimup"Unjani?"

(Howareyou)

Him:"Philile"(I'mfine)

Igreetedmamaandsheseemedbetterthan

thismorning,IaskedaboutBabalwaandshe

toldmeshewastakinganapinherroom

becauseshehadasessionwithhertherapistin

theafternoonsoshewasexhausted.Isatinthe



loungewithherandbondedwithJunior,I

decidedtotextNatasha.

Me:̀babe?Didn'tyougettheflowersIsent

you?̀

Her:̀yesIdidthankyou.Ijustdidn'twantto

disturbwhilstyouwerewithIminamandyour

girls̀shesentanotheronèilovethemKanibut

ImissJuniornow,can'tIhavehimforthenight?

You'llgethiminthemorningagainpleasè

Me:̀noproblembaby,howaboutwegooutfor

supper?Justthe3ofusthenI'lldropyouguys

offlater̀

Her:̀Yousure?̀

Me:̀Getready,I'llbethereinanhour̀shejust

sentasmileyfacethenwentoffline.Ilookedat

mamawhowaswatchingthenews

Me:"Mama"

Her:"Mh?"Hereyeswerelockedonthescreen



Me:"Iwon'tbejoiningyouforsuppertoday,

NatashaaskedtohaveJuniorforthenight"she

lookedatmethenbacktheTVandjustnodded.

Icouldtellshewasn'timpressedsoIjuststood

upandwenttobathJuniorthendressedhimup

andtoldhimtogotothelounge,heranto

wheremamawaswhileIwenttoshowerthen

dressedinchilledclothes.Therewasnoneed

todressupinthemiddleoftheweek.

WhenIwasdone,Itookmysonandwewentto

gethismom.WewentinsidetheBaartman

residenceandIgreeted,Tash'sfatherwas

neutralwhilstMrsBwascompletelyoffandI

understood.AfterawhileTashcame

downstairsandweleft,shewassoexcitedand

couldn'tstoptalking.Toldmeaboutherday,

howmuchshemissedJuniorandIthenasked

aboutIminam&thetwins.

Me:"Theyarefine,mostimportantlytheyare

healthy"



Her:"CanIseepictures?"Ilookedatherthen

backattheroadandhandedhermyphone

"passwordZweli"

Me:"Natasha"shepunchedinhernamenot

believingmebutwhenitunlockedshelookedat

meblushing"thoughtIwasfoolingyouhaa"

Her:*giggles*"Whateverbaby"shelooked

throughthepicturesquietly"Theyarebeautiful,

lookliketheirfatherbuttheydidn'tgetyour

hugelipsthough"

Me:*chuckles*"ohtheyarehugenow?"

Her:"soyoudidn'tknow?"Istoppedatared

light

Me:"Butyoulovethesebiglipsdon'tyou"she

bitherbottomlipandnodded,Ipoutedandwe

kissedbriefly"Iloveyou"

Her:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

"Hayhay!"ThatwasJuniorinthebackseat,we



laughedandIdrovetomyfavouriteburgerjoint.

Roccomamashasthebest!AftersupperI

drovethemhome,I'mgladIdidthis.Ididn't

wantTashfeelingneglected.ThatnightIslept

peacefullybecauseIknewbothmywoman

werehappyandthatmademehappy.

"Zweli!"

Me:"I'mcomingma!"Igrabbedthe2carseats

thenmademywaytothelounge"mama?"

"I'minhereboy"thatcamefromthedininghall

soIwentthat

Me:"Somuchfoodmamareally"

Her:"IwantedtodosomethingsmallforImi

justalittlesomethingtowelcomeherback

home"

Me:"Okay,theGamildienswillbehereany

minute"

Her:"GofetchthegirlsIcan'twaitanylonger"



shewasmoreexcitedthanIwas

Ileftherinthereandwenttogoputtheseatsin

thecar,IwentbackinsideandaskedmamaifI

shouldgowithJuniororshe'llbefinewithhim

andshesaiditwasokayIshouldleavehim

behind.Idroveoutoftheyardandmademy

waytothehospital,whenIarrivedImaraahwas

alreadydoneandwaitingforme.

"Salaamalaykumlove"shewinkedatmeandI

laughed"areyoureadyandsorted?"

Her:"Kumkanijustsignthedischargepapers

pleasebaby,Iwanttogetoutoftheseclothes

sothatmykidscanseemommy'sface"she

wasdressedinhertraditionalwifeattire

Me:"Okay,wherearethey?"Shepointedatthe

tableinherward.Isignedthedischargepapers

thencarriedthetwinsandwemadeourwayout.

Shehelpedmegetthemintotheirseatsand

theylookedsocute,webuckledupandIdrove



usouttheparkingbay.

Me:"Wouldyoulikeustopasssomewhere

first?"Sheshookherhead

Her:"Ijustwanttogethomeandsleepinour

bedwithyoubesideme"Ismiledandstolea

quickglanceatherthenlookedbackonthe

road

Me:"Youhavebeautifuleyes"

Her:*giggles*"I'dmuchratherhavethatyou

seemyfacebabybutthankyou.I'msohurt

Amira&Aminahtookyoureyesinsteadofmine,

Iwantedthemtolooklikeme"

Me:"WhatcanIsay,daddyhasgoodstrong

genes"Isaidproudly

Her:*laughs*"Yeahyeah"Wedroveintothe

yard"myparentsarehere?"Inoddedandshe

sighed

Me:"Don'tbelikethat"Iparkedthecarinthe



garageandweclimbedoutthecar.

Itookthegirlsoutwiththeircarseatsandshe

tooktheirsmallbagthenwemadeourway

insidethehouse.Wehadalovelylunchwiththe

Gamildiensbuttheydidnotstaylong,afterthey

leftmamawenttotheroomwithImaraahand

thegirlswhileIchilledwithJuniorfortherestof

theday,Babalwaarrivedandjoinedus.Aftera

whilemamacametothelounge

Her:"She'stakinganapwiththegirls"she

lookedatBabalwa"didyoueat?"

Babi:"Yesma"

Her:"I'mgoingtolaydown,I'mextremelytired"

Me:"Okaymama"

Her:"Youguysaregonnahavetoeatthe

leftover'sfromlunch,there'splentyleft"we

noddedandshewenttoherroom.

IchilledwithJuniorandBabalwauntilitgotlate



thenIwenttogivehimabath,prepared

somethingforhimtoeatandmyselfafterdoing

soItuckedhiminbedandwenttomyroom.

MaraahwasbusybreastfeedingwhenIcamein,

Ismiledatherandwenttotakeaquickshower

beforegoingbacktotheroomwithmydrawers

onandhelpedherwithgivingthekidsabath

thenwelaidthemonourbed.

Me:"I'mgonnagogetyousomethingtoeat"

shenoddedwithhereyeslockedonher

midgets

Imademywaytothekitchenandwarmedup

someleftoversforherwithacupofteathen

tookthemtotheroom.Aftersheateshewent

togoshowerleavingmetowatchoverthekids,

theywerefallingasleepsoIputthemintheir

cotsandwaitedfortheirmotherunderthe

blankets.Shejoinedmewhensleepwas

alreadytakingoverme.

"Imaad"shewhispered



Me:"Mhh?"

Her:"Wakeup,Iwantustotalk"Iopenedmy

eyesandturnedtolookather,Ihadbeenlaying

onmyback.

Me:"Whatisitbaby?"

Her:"Natasha"

Me:"Whatabouther?"

Her:"Iwanttomeether"

Me:"Imaraahconcentrateonthetwinsfornow

please,I'llsetupadayforyoutwotomeet

whenIfeelyou'reready"

Her:"Zwe..."

Me:"Babyno,Isaidnotnow"shesighed"now

canwegetabitofsleepbeforethesetwostart

screaming"

Her:"okay"

Me:"goodnight"sheturnedandgavemeher



back"younotgonnagivemeagoodnight

kiss?"

Her:"no"Isighedandcuddledherfrombehind

beforeplacingsoftkissesonherneck

Me:"Iloveyou"

Her:"Iloveyoutoo"Ipeckedhershoulderand

dozedoff.
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Havingthegirlshomehasbeenbliss,they

broughtaboutanewenergyorshouldIsay

auraintotheenvironment.Iguessbabiesdo

thatandIlovedit,yestheycanscreamtheir

damnlungsoutattimesresultinginsleepless

nightsforeveryonebutstillIlovedhavingthem

around.Imaraahwouldstayinthebedroom



withthemallthetime,theyonlycameoutwhen

Zweliwashome.WellI'velearnttorideuber,

that'ssomethingsoI'dgethomebymyself

becauseZweliwouldgotogymafterhislast

classeveryday.Hewasaskedtojointheteam

againsohesaidhehadtobefit,Iwillnever

understandhisloveforrugbybutitishis

passionafterall.Schoolhasbeenwellschool,

I'dliketothinkI'vesettledinquietnicelywell

evenAshleymytherapistagreeswithme.She's

proudofme,thatI'veopeneduptohavingtwo

friendsandthatIstillmadecontactwithmy

friendKhwezifromhighschool.Shewas

studyingmedicineatUCTsowetriedtokeepin

touchatalltimes.Ashleymademetalkabout

LifaalotandIneverunderstoodwhybecause

heisjustafriendandquietfranklyIthinkheis

gaybutshethinksotherwise.

Myalarmranginthemorning,Iwasnot

impressednotatallbecauseIhardlysleptwith



thepiercingcriesofthetwinsIdidn'tget

enoughsleepatall.Iturnedoverandreached

formyphonefromundermypillowand

switchedoffmyalarmbeforecheckingmy

timetable,myclasswasat09h40amsoIhad

enoughtimeanditwastheonlyclassIhad

today.Igotoutofbedandgotreadyfortheday,

cleanedmyroomalittlethenpackedmy

clothesforpractice,Lifatalkedmeintojoining

athleticsteamsinceIlovedlong&highjumpso

muchsomethingI'veneverbeenseriousabout

butthathaschangednowIreallyloveit I

mightevenbelikeZweliwithrugby.Itookmy

bagsandmademywaytothedinninghallfor

breakfast,Idroppedmybagsonthecouchonly

tofindthedininghallempty.

"InthekitchenBabalwa!"ThatwasImi'svoice.I

wentovertothekitchenandshewasserving

Zwelibreakfast

Me:"Goodmorning"shesmiled



Her:"Salaamalaykum,youcansitI'lldishfor

you"

Me:"okay"IsatnexttoZweli

Him:"Vee"

Me:"awe"hechuckled

Him:"Thesenewfriendsofyours"heshookhis

headtakingamouthfuloffood.Imihandedme

aplate

Me:"Thankyou"shenoddedthensatonthe

highchairnexttoZweliandatetoo"Where's

ma?"

Zwe:"Atcrèche"

Somamagottiredofsittingathomeallthe

time,shegottogetherwithagroupofwomen

fromchurchandtheyopenedacrèche.It'sstill

newbutspendsmostofhertimeonit,Ithink

sheneededitbecausethesittingathomethe

wholetimewasn'tdoingheranygood.



Me:"Ohokay"

Him:"Yeaheatup,I'mleavingin10"Inodded

"Babydon'tforget"thatwasImaraah

Him:"Iwon'tforgetmaleeka"Iheardasmooch.

goshcan'tdealwiththesetwo!Ikeptmyhead

lockedonmyplateandate,knowingZwelihe

willleavemebehindifI'mnotdone&readyto

leavein10minutes.

AfterbreakfastIwenttoplacemyplateinthe

sinkthenwenttogofetchmyphonefrommy

room,Ihadplaceditinthecharger.OnethingI

neverforgotweremyearphones,I'ddie!Imade

mywaytotheloungeandgrabbedmystuff,

ZweliwasstillinthekitchenwithIminam

talkingaboutGodknowswhat*rollseyes

dramatically*

"Zweliyousaid10minutes"Isaidthatheading

towardsthefrontdoor

Him:"YeahyeahI'mcoming"



Me:"I'llwaitoutside"

Iopenedthedoorandwenttowaitforhimby

thecar.IkeptbusywithmyphonewhileI

waited,IhadmessagesfromFannieand

KhwezisoIrepliedtothosewhileIwaitedthen

messagedmymom

Ìloveyouandhaveagreatdaỳsent

Knowingmamashewillprobablyreaditinthe

afternoon,sheneverpaidmuchattentiontoher

phone.AfterwhatseemedlikeforeverZweli

cameoutwithhisbagsandweleft.Hedropped

meoffinfrontofGreatHallthendroveoff.I

walkedinandsatatatablelookingthroughmy

assignmentthatwasdueintheafternoon,my

phonerang.IlookedattheIDanditwasLifa

Me:"Goodmorningsoul"

Him:*chuckles*"Wellhithere,howareyou?"

Me:"AbittiredbutI'mgood,you?"



Him:"I'mdoinggreatactually,whereyouat?I

justwalkedintocampus"

Me:"I'msittinginGreatHall"

Him:"OkayI'llbethereinfive"

Me:"Cool"Ihungupandpackedmystuffinto

mybagwhileIwaited.AfterawhileIsawhim

walkinsoIstoodup"Here!"Helookedmyway

andsmiled,Ismiledback.

Him:"Malia"

Me:*giggles*"howmanytimesareyougonna

callmethat?Youdon'tevenknowwhat

languageitis"wehuggedbrieflythenhesat

acrossme

Him:"Ican'trememberthelanguagebutIknow

itmeansqueen,IsawitonTValongtimeago

anditstuckwithme"

Me:"okaywhateveryousaythen,assignment?"

Him:"Igothomelate,thetrainkeptdelayingso



Icouldn'ttype,bythetimeIgothomethe

internetcafèwasclosed.I'mgoingtotypeitat

thelabafterourclass"

Me:"Ibroughtmylaptopsoyoucanuseit"

Him:"Yousure?"Inodded"Thanksman,you're

alifesaver"hetookouttwovetkoeksfromhis

backpackandhandedmeone.Theyhad

chickenliversinsidethem,heboughtmeone

regularlyandI'vegrownfondofthem.

Me:*chuckles*"Thankyou,weneverreally

havetheseathome"

Him:"Iknowsoyoumuchcherishtheone'sI

bringyou"Inoddedsmiling

Me:"I'llhaveitforlunch,fornowlet'stypeyour

assignment"Icheckedthetimeonmywatch

"wehave30minutesbeforeourclassstartsso

let'suseit"

Him:"Okay"



Hetookouthispaperworkandwegotrighttoit,

Ihelpedhimhereandtherebuthisassignment

wasprettymuchdonealreadyjustneededtobe

typed.Weonlygothalfwaythroughitthough

beforehavingtogotoclass.Afterclasshe

finisheditoff,weprinteditatthelibrarythen

webothwenttohandin.

"Practice?"Heaskedafterwewalkedoutofthe

shopwhereiboughtcoldrinkforusInodded

Wefoundaspottositandeat.

Him:"Babalwa"

Me:"Mh?"Ilookedhisway

Him:"Iwasthinkingmaybeifyoucouldcome

watchmeplaythisSaturday?"Heclearedhis

throataftersayingthat

Me:"Play?"

Him:"ohyeahnothingbig,Iplaycricket.

ThoughtItoldyou"Ishookmyhead"it'sokayif



youcan'tcomeIunderstand,itwas.."

Me:"I'llbethere"

Him:"What?"

Me:"I'llcome"hesmiled

Him:"Wowumhokay"henoddedsmiling

beforetakingabiteofhisvetkoek.

Afterourlittlelunchheaccompaniedmetothe

field,Iwavedatcoachandshewavedback.Lifa

handedmemybags

Him:"I'llwatchfromupthere"hepointedatthe

chairswhichhadshade

Me:"Okay"

Iquicklywenttothechangingrooms,changed

intomysportswearthenjoggedtoLifaand

handedhimmystuffandjoggedtocoach.

"Yougogirl!"ThatwasLifa,Ilookedbackhim

andlaughedshakingmyhead.



AftergymLifawaitedwithmeuntilmyuber

camethenwebidfarewell.WhenIgothome,

Imiwasinthekitchenbusywithsupper,I

greetedthenmademywaytomyroomwhereI

tookanicelongbathjusttorelaxmybody.

AfterdoingsoIslippedintomypajamasanda

gownthenwenttothelounge,thetwinswere

layingintheirlittledoughnutpillowsawakesoI

chilledwiththemuntilmamaarrivedthenZweli

followedrightafterher.IhelpedImifinishoff

supperandsatupthetable.

"sohowwerethegirlsontheirvisittoday?Hope

youdidn'tcryagainwhentheywereinjected"we

laughedthatwasmomaskingImiaboutthe

checkupthetwinswenttotoday

Zwe:"ohshedidn'tcrytodaybutshesulked

though"

Her:"Ican'thelpit,theyjustcrysohardit

makesmyheartache"



Ma:"Spokenlikeatruemother"

Zwe:"Weeee"Ilaughedpouringmyselfaglass

ofjuice

Ma:"Thisisreallynicebabywhatisit?"She

waslookingatImi

Her:"Thankyou,it'sjustsomethingmymom

taughtmealongtimeagoactuallymyfavourite

meal.It'sjustasimpleroastchickenserved

withchick-peastuddedricepilaf"

Ma:"whooIloveit,youmustteachmehowto

makethisriceespecially"shesmiled

Her:"Okayma"

Zwe:"Don'tbejealousBabihau,weusedto

yourrice"theylaughed

Me:"whateverZweli,itiswhatever.You'llmiss

myriceoneday"

AfterourlovelysupperIclearedthetableand

washedthedishes,themarriedcouplewentto



theirroomandIwatchedTVwithmama,she

askedaboutschoolandpracticesoonshe

retiredtobedbecauseshewasfallingasleep

onthecouchsoIwenttobedtoo.Ihadachat

withmyfriendsforawhileuntilsleeptookover

andIfellasleep.

"Areyougoingtobefinehere?"Iunbuckledmy

seatbeltandgrabbedmybagfromthebackseat

Me:"YesmamaI'mfinehere"shewas

droppingmeoffatLifa'sgame

Her:"Okaywhereishe?Ihavetoseehim

beforeIleave"

Me:"Isthatreallynecessary?"

Her:"You'vebeenfriendswiththisboyfor4

monthsnowsoIneedtoseehim"Isawhim

enteringthegate

Me:"Thereheis,intheblackhoodie"

Her:"Nowwhatareyouwaitingfor?Callhim"



Me:"Maaa!"

Her:"Okay"sherolledherwindowdownand

shoutedhisname,helookedourdirectionand

masignalledforhimtocomeoverbefore

steppingoutofthecar.Omg,Ifeltlikesinking

intomychair.Isteppedoutofthecartooand

wenttogostandnexttoher

"Dumelangma"hegreetedmymomandgave

measmileIsmiledback

Ma:"Hello,youmustbeLifa?"Henodded

Him:"Ewema"

Ma:"OhLifawaphi?"(Lifafromwhere)

Me:"mahespeaksSotho"

Him:"noit'sokayIunderstand,I'mfromBloem

butmybrotherandImovedhereafterIgot

acceptedatUWC"

Ma:"Andyourparents?"

Him:"Theypassedonma"



Ma:"Sorrytohearthat,whatdoyouwantfrom

mydaughter?"

Me:"Mama!"

Her:"I'mnottalkingtoyouBabalwa"

Him:*clearsthroat*"I'mnotsureIunderstand

ma"

Her:"I'llaskyouagainwhatdoyouwantfrom

mydaughter?"

Me:"Mamaplease"Ilookedatherwithbegging

eyesbutshejustlookedatLifa

Him:"Ilikeyourdaughterma,she'sanicegirl

althoughshetriestocloseherselfupsothat

peopledon'tgetnearherIreallylikeher.Past

fewmonthsgettingtoknowherhavebeenbliss

butthereisnorushwithBabalwa,ifwhatyou

askingisifI'mafterwhat'sinsideherpants

thenmyanswerisno.Iwantmuchmorethan

that"



Me:"Mamabye"IquicklygrabbedLifa'shand

andwalkedawaydragginghimalong,even

thoughwhathesaidhadleftmetonguetiedI

wishIhadlethimcontinue,lethimexplain

whathemeantbutmamawouldn'thave

stopped.WegottothegateandIletgoofhis

hand"I'msorryaboutthat,shecanbeabit

muchattimes"

Him:"Iunderstandshe'syourmomafterall"we

walkedintothefield"I'mgladyoucame"

Me:*smiles*"Iamhappytobeheresupporting

youlikeyoudowithme"hesmiledlookingat

methenlookedahead.
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WhatcanIsay?Lifehasbeenalearningcurve



thesepastfewmonths,havingtolearntoshare

Kumkaniwithanotherwomanwasn'teasybutI

lovedhimcallmecrazybutitsthetruth.Idon't

seemyselfwithanyoneelsebuthim.Havingto

gotoschool,workandtakecareofJunior

wasn'teasythoughbutI'ddoanythingformy

son.YesZwelisentusmoneyeverymonthbutI

alsowantedtomakeacontribution.Myparents

madeitclearfromthegetgowhenIwas

pregnantthatthischildwasmyresponsibility

andthattheywouldonlysupportmethroughit

butwouldn'traisehimformebecauseIneeded

tolearnfromthis,Ineededtolearnthat

motherhoodwasn'teasyandtrustmeitisn't

butheismysonsoIdon'tcare.I'llgrindforhim

tilltheveryend.

IwokeupThursdaymorninginajollymood,it

wasmybirthday.Turning22.Igotupand

showered,appliedlotiononmyskinthen

wrappedatowelaroundmybodybeforegetting



Juniorreadyforcrèche.WhenIwasdonewith

JuniorIlookedforsomethingtowear,Ichoose

mydenimdressalongwithmywhitelacoste

sneaker.MyhairwascurledupsinceIdidn't

blowdryitsoItieditintoahighmessybun.

Me:"HowdoIlook?"IwasaskingJuniorand

henodded"I'lltakeityoulikehowmommy

looks"

Ismiledputtinghimonthefloorandwewalked

downstairstothekitchen,hequicklyrantomy

mom.Dadwasn'tintown,awayonbusiness.

Me:"Morningmommy"shelookedatmeand

smiled

Her:"happybirthdaymyangel"shewalked

aroundthecounterwithJuniorinherarmsand

huggedmebeforeplacingapeckonmy

forehead"I'msoproudofyouandhowfar

you'vecome,youhavegrownsomuchbaby.I

hopeyoumakegoodchoicesnotonlyforyou



butthisyoungmanheretoookay?"Inodded

"Mommylovesyou"

Me:*smiling*"Iloveyoutoomom"

Her:"Imadeyoubreakfast,youcantakeyour

platefromthemicrowave"

Me:"Thankyou"sheleftthekitchenwithJunior

whilstIwarmedmyplateanddishedsomeoats

forJr.

"Noooitsformommy!"Thatwasmymother's

voiceandthenIheardJuniorscreaminghis

lungsout,throwingatantrum.Ilookedatthe

doorwayandshewalkedinwithaboxwrapped

upnicelyandthosehugemansizeteddybears,

Ilaughed

Me:"reallymom?"Iwalkedtowardsherand

shehandedmetheteddybear

Her:"Thisisfromme,Iknowhowmuchyou

loveyourstuffedanimalsandthisrighthereis

fromyourfather"sheplacedtheboxonthe



counter,Juniorwaspullingtheteddybearsfoot

soIplaceditonthegroundforhim

Me:"guesswewillhavetosharehim"hehad

alreadyclimbedontopofhim

Mom:"comeon,openit"

Me:*laughs*"I'msureyouknowwhatitis

already"

Her:"JustopenitNatty"

Me:"Okay!Okay!"Iunwrappedtheboxonlyto

bemetbythelatestmacbookpro"areyou

serious!?"Ismiledexcitedly"omgoshIneedto

calldad"

Irushedtothekitchendoor

Her:"NattywaitIstillwanttotakeafew

pictures!"

Me:"Latermom"

Irushedupstairstomyroomandgotmyphone

whichwasringingoffthehookonmybedside,I



checkedthecallerIDanditwasZwe

Me:"Baby"

Him:"Tash...FinallyI'vebeentryingtocallyou

allmorningbaby"

Me:"I'msorrybaby,Iwasbusygettingready"

Him:"noproblembabe"heclearedhisthroat

thenbegansinginghappybirthdaytome"happy

birthdayprincess"

Me:*giggles*"Thankyousomuch"

Him:"I'mactuallyoutsideyourhouseright

now"

Me:"Youare?"

Him:"Yep"

Me:"OkayI'mcoming"

Ihungupandrusheddownstairs,momlooked

atmequizzically

"Zweliisoutside,I'llberightback"Isaidthat



rushingoutnotgivingherachancetospeak.As

soonasIsteppedoutofthegateIraninto

Zweli'sarmsandhepickedmeup

Him:"Heybaby"hekissedmyneckrepeatedly

beforeputtingmedown

Me:*smile*"Hi"hepulledmereallycloseto

wherehewasstandingbeforepeckingmylips

Him:"happybirthdaymybaby"hecuppedmy

faceandkissedmedeeplybeforegazinginto

myeyes"FuckIloveyou"hepeckedmylipsand

wrappedhisarmsaroundmetightly"gofetch

Junior,I'mtakingyououtforbreakfast"he

loosenedhisgriponmywaistandlookedatme

"andIbookedusaroomsincewellwecan'tgo

tothehouse,isthatokaywithyou?"

Me:"Yes"hepeckedmylipsagain

Him:"GogetJunior,we'lldrophimoffat

crèchethenwecangogrababiteokay?"I

noddedandhesmiled"youlookbeautifulbaby,



22atitsfinest"

Me:*giggles*"thankyou"Ipeckedhislips"let

megogetJunior"

Him:"Okayboo,I'llwaitrighthere"Iwalkedto

thegate"Ilikehowthatshirtdressthingyou're

wearinglooksonyou!"Ilookedbackathimand

hewasbitinghisbottomlipgivingmea

mischievoussmirk

Me:"Thankyou"Iblewhimakissbeforegoing

inside

Iranuptomyroomandgotmybagthathadall

mystuffalongwithJunior'sbackpackthen

wentdownstairsandmamawasfeedingJunior

Me:"Thanksmom,Zweliisgoingtodrophim

offatcrèchethentakemeoutforbreakfast"

Her:"That'snice"

Me:"SoI'mgoingtohavetopassthebreakfast

youmademebutthanksmommy"Ikissedher



cheekthenmadeJunior'slunchandpackedit

intohisbackpackalongwithsomesnacks.

Iplacedeverythingonthecounterandtookmy

presentsupstairstomyroom,makingamental

notetocallmydadandthankhimforthegifthe

boughtme.WhenIgotbackdownstairsmom

wasdonewithJuniorsoIgrabbedourbags

thenbidmomfarewellbeforemakingourway

out.

AfterdroppingoffJunior,Zwelidroveusoffto

ahotel.Theonemydadalwayshadhis

importantmeetingsin!Ilookedathimashe

parked

Me:"Babyareyouserious?"Helookedatme

smilingashenodded,Isquealedandkissed

him"Thankyou"Ipeckedhislipsthen

unbuckledmyseatbeltandopenedthedoor

steppingoutofthecar.Hechuckledbefore

doingthesameandheldmyhandaswewalked

in.



Him:"Iloveseeingthatsmileonyourface"I

lookedathimandblushedlookingdown.

Hewalkedtothereceptionandhesortedout

ourdetailsthengottheroomkeysandwewent

upstairs.

"Howismybirthdaygirlfeeling?"Heaskedas

heopenedourroomdoor,Iwalkedin

Me:"Great,thankstoyou"heclosedthedoor

andIlookedaroundtheroom,itwasbeautiful.I

felthimwraphisarmsaroundmywaistashe

placedhischinonshoulder.

Him:"Youloveit?"Inodded

Me:"Thankyoufordoingthis"hekissedmy

neckbeforestandingupstraight

Him:"Onlythebestforyou,hungry?"Inodded

andheturnedmearound,wewerenowfaceto

face.Wellnotexactlybecausehewasmuch

tallerthanIwas,hedidn'tsayanythingbutjust

stareatme



Me:*blushes*"Whyareyoulookingatmelike

that?"

Him:*smiles*"becauseIloveyousomuch,I

can'tbelieveyou'restillmine"heplacedasoft

peckonmyforeheadandhuggedmeonce

again

Me:"I'mnotleavingyouZweli"hepulledoutof

thehugandpulledmetothecouchwherewe

satdown

Him:"Iknowmylove,Ijustfeellikeyou

deservewaymorethanwhatI'mcurrently

givingyou"Ilookedathim

Me:"Where'sallthiscomingfrom?"

Him:"BabyIjust..."

Me:"areyoubreakingupwithme?"

Him:"What!?Babynothat'sabsurd!"Hesighed

"Iwouldn'tbreakyourheartlikethat"

Me:"thenwhyareyoutalkinglikethis?"He



pulledmetolaymyheadonhischest,Ifelthim

takeoffmyscrunchiethenmymessyhairfell

onmyshoulders"Babeee"

Him:"Ilikeitloose"hegavememyscrunchie

thenranhisfingersthroughmyhair"youknow

myfatherleftmehiscompanyright?"Inodded

"Wellthatcompanymakesawholelotof

moneyandwellI'vebeensaving"hesighed"I've

savedupforBabalwaandI'sfees,well

includingImaraah'abecausesheismywifeand

Iwillhavetopayforherfeesnowbutthat'snot

mypoint.Mypointis,itdoesn'tfeelrighthaving

youasmygirlfriendanymore"Itriedtoraisemy

headbuthepusheditbackonhischest

Me:"Idon'tunderstandKani"

Him:"Iwanttotakeyouasmywifenow"I

swallowed

Me:"Now?"

Him:"YesNatasha"



Me:"DidyouspeaktoIminamaboutthis?"

Him:"YesIdid,Iwouldn'ttalktoyouaboutthis

withoutconsultingherfirst"

Me:"oh"hemademesitupstraightthengot

offthecouch"whereareyougoingnow?"

Him:"Nowherebaby"hereachedforhisinner

jacketpocketthentookoutasmallvelvetbox

beforegoingdownononeknee.Myeyes

popped"relaxbaby"hepeckedmylips

"Zwe..."Iwhisperedhejustsmiled

Him:"Ihaven'tbeenthebestofboyfriend'sI

knowbutyou'vestuckwithmeuntilnowbaby

*sighs*andyesIknowwhatI'maskingyouisn't

easybutwewilllearntogether.Wewon'tknow

unlesswetryright?"Hechuckled"youdon'tlike

sharing,nietherdoesshebutIloveyou.Please

sayyes.Tome,tousasafamilywithourson,

yestobecomingasistertoImaraahanda

secondmothertothetwinsjustasshehas



beenwithourson.Domethehonoursofbeing

mywife"Ijustfroze"babe"hewasstartingto

lookworried

Me:"Wow...I...Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

*sigh*whatyou'reaskingmeis..WowI..."He

wasstartingtolookdisappointed

Him:"Isthatano"

Me:"OfcourseIwillmarryyourdumbass"he

smilednervously

Him:"Youreallygotmetherefuck!"Heslipped

theringintomyfinger"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"hesmiledbefore

attackingmewithakissandpickingmeup

fromthecouch,that'showeasyitwasforhim.

Thosehoursspentingymwerereallyworthit.

Ihookedmylegsaroundhiswaistashehada

firmgriponmyass,Iwrappedmyarmsaround

hisneckashemaneuveredaroundtheroomtill

Ifelthimplacemeontopofthebedandgotin



betweenmylegs.Hepulledoutofourkissand

unbuttonedthedressIhadslowlyandplacedit

onthecouch,Islippedoffmyoneshoeandhe

helpedmewiththeother.

"Youlookbeautifulbaby"hesaidthatlooking

straightintomyeyes

"ThankyouKani"hesmiledtakingofhisjacket

thenT-shirtandgotinbetweenmylegs,

attackingmylipsonceagainwhilecaressing

mythighandgrabbingmyassafewtimes.

SoonwewerebothnakedandKumkanihad

grabbedmetoclimbontop,Igrindedmywet

pussyonhisharddickashehadafirmgripon

myasswhilewekissed.Iknewmyhumping

wasdrivinghimnutsashekeptcursingin

betweenourkisstightenthegriphehadonmy

ass.Heflippedmeoverandgotinbetweenmy

legswithoutbreakingthekiss,Ifelthisfingers

openingmyfoldsthenrubagainstmywet

moistentrance.Hepulledoutofthekissand



lookedme

"Youwetformebaby?"Herubbedmyclit,

makingcirclesarounditandIreleasedashaky

"Yesss"Isaidthatinthelowesttoneever,he

loweredhisheadandnibbledonmyneckdown

tomyalreadyhardnipples.Hisfingersleftmy

clitandIfeltthementerme,Ithrewmyhead

back

"Howbadlydoyouwantit?"Hisvoicedeepyet

sombremademereleaseevenmorejuices

"Badly..."Hecameuptomyearandnibbledon

it,Iarchedmyback"Please!"

Iloweredmyhandtogetaholdofhisdickbut

hequicklygrabbedbothandlockedbothontop

ofmyhead,hislipsfoundtheirwaytomine

againthat'swhenIfelttheheadofhisdick

againstmyentrance.Heranitupanddownmy

folds

"Begforit"fuckKumkani!



"Babypleasee!!"Ipleadedwithhim,Ifelthim

entermypussyandIthrewmyheadbackon

thepillowasamoanleftmylipsandagroan

fromhimashebeganthrustinginsideme.He

nibbledonmyneckwhilsttakingdeepyetslow

strokesanditdrovemeinsane"Fuckkkk!

Baby..."Hegavemeadeepstroke

"Mhh?"Hekissedmylips"talktomebaby"

"Iwantitroughandhardpleasedaddy"I

openedmyeyesandlookedhim,hesmirkedas

hethrewmylegsonhisshoulderandtook

deeper&harderstrokesjustthewayIlikedit

"omgaaaadKumkaniyeesss!"

Heslammedharderintomeuppinghispace

thenletgoofmyhandshehandlockedabove

myhead,pulledoutofmethenstoodand

pulledmylegsbeforeslammingrightintome.

AndIscreamedwithmybackonthebedstill

fistingthebeddingintomyhands,hewas

hittingitinalltherightspots.



"FuckNatashaaa!"Heroaredthrowinghishead

backanduppinghispacesomemoreashe

releasedgroans.Iknewhewasclose"fuck

babyyouontheinjectionright?"Hewasstill

pumpingintomeandIshookmyhead"Babyyy

comeonfuck!"Heslowedhispacedown

beforepullingout,Isatup&tookhimintomy

mouth.Heroaredthrowinghisheadback,I

flickedmytonguearoundtheheadofhisdick

"I'mabouttocum"hefistedmyhairand

controlledmypacewithafewdeepthroats

here&therebeforehebursthisnutandItookit

allin,suckingthemoutofhisdickandhe

releasedadeepgroanmixedwithacurse

beforehepulleshisdickoutofmouthandI

swallowed.Hebentoverandkissedmebefore

pushingmetolaybackandthebed,hiskisses

descendingdowntomyneckthennipplesashe

playedwithmyclitbeforeintroducinghis

tonguetoitandsuckingonit"Zwe..."Iarched

mybackandpushedhisheaddowninbetween



mylegs.

"Thatwasamazing!"Hepulledmetolayontop

ofhischestafteroursession

Me:"I'mhungrynowbaby"hechuckledbefore

kissingthecrownofmyhead

Him:"Whatwouldyouliketoeat?"

Me:"Whatdotheyoffer?"

Him:"Themenuisovertherebaby"hepointed

atthecoffeetablewhichwasinthecornerof

theroomwithaphonealongsideit"Getitand

ordersomethingforustoeatthenwecantake

aquickshower"

Me:"Okay"Igotupfromthebedandwalked

overtothetable

"Sexyass"Ilookedbackandhewinkedatme

Me:*giggles*"Stop"

Iorderedusameal,theysaiditwouldtake15-

20minutestopstogetreadysoZweliandI



tookaquickinnocentshowerwhilewewaited

thenslippedintothegownsthatwereinthe

bathroom.TherewasaknockwhichZweli

attendedtowhileIwrappedatowelaroundmy

head.

"babyfood!"Heshoutedfromtheotherroom

Me:"I'mcoming"Iwashedmyhandsthenwent

tojoinhimonthecouch,hepeckedmylipsas

soonasIsatdown

Him:"happybirthdaymylove"

Me:"bestbirthdayever!"

Him:"Itry,butitsnotoveryet"Iplatedupfor

bothofusandwestartedeating"Imaraah

wouldliketoseeyou"

Me:"I'msorry,what?"

Him:"Youaregoingtobehersister-wifesoon

soItolditwouldhappenedimmediatelyafter

youagreedtomyproposal"Igulpeddownmy



juice"Relaxbaby,I'llbethere"

Me:"Sowhenarewesupposedtohavethis

meeting?"

Him:"Tonight"

Me:"Zwe!"

Him:"Iknowbutpleasebaby,she'sbeen

pesteringmeaboutit."Isighed"pleasebehave,

Iknowhowcangetsometimesbutpleasenot

todayokay?Sheismyfirstwifeandshe

deservesrespectbecauseifshechangesher

mindthenthiswholethingstops,Ican'tdoit

withoutherwishes.Sopleasebabybeanangel

fordaddyandbehaveokay?"

Me:"IknowZwe"

Him:"I'mjustremindingyou,ourfuture

dependsonyourattitudetonightandIlove

Imaraah,ifyoudisrespectherthenyouare

disrespectingmeandI'mnothavingthatdoyou

understand?"Inoddedagain"thankyou"he



kissedmyforeheadandcontinuedeating.
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It'smorning,I'mreadyandpreparedfortheday.

IpackedmybooksthatIneededfortheday

alongsidemylaptopintomybag,Ididn'thave

practicetodaysoIdidn'thavetobringfitness

gear.Eversincethecricketmatch,LifaandI

havegrowncloserbutwestillremainfriends.I

doubtI'mreadyforthatkindofcommitmentor

stepastobeinginarelationship.Evenmy

therapistAshleysaidIshouldtakethingsslow

andsheknowsbestsoI'mgoingtolistentoher,

Iamhappywiththefactthatheisn'tpushing

meintoanythingbutratherleteverythingflow

yetstillmakingmefeelwantedbutI'mstill

scared.Mypasthauntsme.



Imademywaytothedinninghallandeveryone

wasalreadysittingdown.Igreetedbefore

sittingdownandonlymom&Maraahgreeted

me,bhutilookedsourmorelikehewokeupon

thewrongsideofthebed.Idon'tknow,he&his

wifewentoutyesterday.Hewasexcitedwhen

heleftbutnowIguesswhatevertheyhad

planneddidn'tgoasplanned.

"babyshouldImakeyourproteinshaketogo?"

ImaraahaskedZwewhowasplayingwiththe

foodonhisplate.Sheslightlyshookhimsince

hedidn'trespond

Him:"I'msorry,what?"

Her:"Proteinshake?Seeingasyou'renotreally

touchingyourfood"

Him:"NahI'mgood"hepushedhisplateaway

andstoodup"Letmegogetready,Ihavea

matchlatertodaysoyeah.Thanksforbreakfast

ma"



Ma:"you'rewelcomemyboy"helookedatme

Him:"Babalwa"Inoddedandhedidtoobefore

walkingout.

Me:*clearsthroat*"iseverythingokay?"I

askedlookingatImaraah,momnudgedmyarm

Her:"StopbeingnosyBabalwa"

Me:"Sorry"

Imaraah:"He'sjustnervousaboutthegame"

sheclearedherthroat"letmegocheckonhim"

shestoodupandpushedherchairin"excuse

mema,youdon'thavetoworryaboutthetable

whenyouguysaredone.I'llcleanitup"

Ma:"Okaybaby"

Her:"Haveasplendidday,bothofyou"

Me:"Youtoo"

Shesmiledslightlythenmadeherwayoutto,I

lookedatmomandshejustshookherhead

andcarriedoneatingsoIdidthesame.



•

•

IMARAAH

∆

Iclosedthedoorafterwalkingintoourroom,I

couldhearthewaterrunninginthebathroomso

thatmeanthewasintheshower.Icheckedon

thetwins,yestheystillsharedtheroomwithus,

andtheywerebothsleepingpeacefullysoI

decidedtotakeoutanoutfitforImaadwhilehe

wasintheshower.HecameoutasIlaiditout

onthebed,hepassedmeandwalkedoverto

thewardrobescanningit.

"Babe?"Heignoredme"Imaad,babyI..."

Him:"Idon'twanttohearitImaraah"hetook

outhispumatracksuit

Me:"Itookoutyouroutfitalready"

Him:"I'mcapableofdoingthatmyself"



Me:"Kumka..."

Him:"Imaraah!"Hehalfshoutedthenturnedto

lookatme"Notnowpleaseokay?"

Me:"Ididn'tmeantoKani"

Him:"YoutreatedherliketrashImaraah!Sheis

themotherofmychildandnodisrespectbut

youknowIloveherbutyougoandmakeher

feelworthlesslikeyoudidlastnight"Ijust

glaredathim,hewasfuming"Ican'tbelieveyou

honestly"

Heunwrappedthetowelthatwasaroundhis

waistandthrewitonthefloorbeforegrabbing

hisdrawersandputtingthemon,thenhemade

hiswaytowardsthebedandtooktheclothesI

hadlaidoutforhimputtingthemon.Whenhe

wasdonehegrabbedhisgymbagandfolded

thetracksuithetookoutandputitinthere

beforemakinghiswaytothetwinscotsand

peckingtheirforeheadsastheyslept.



Him:"Areyoucomingtonight?"Hewastalking

abouthismatch

Me:"Andthekids?PlusIdon'twanttobother

yourmomforthesecondtimeinarowbaby,

she&Babalwahavethingstodo.Ican'texpect

themtobabysitformeeveryday"henodded

beforegrabbinghiscarkeysandcell

Hemadehiswaytowardsourbedroomdoor

whileIstoodbyourbedlookingathim,he

turnedtolookatme

"Iloveyou"

"IloveyoumoreKumkani"

Hesighedasheopenedthedoorandmadehis

wayout.Okay,maybeIwentoverboardlast

night.

•

•

NATASHA



∆

IamdonewithZweliandhiswife,I'mhonestly

donewiththeirsickgames.AsforIminam

treatinglikesomepieceofgumstucktoher

shoe,callingmenameslikethat*sigh*I've

neverfeltsosmallinmylifelikeIdidatthat

dinnertablelastnight.IgotJuniorreadyfor

crèche,Iwasdressedinmydenimjeanswitha

blackcrophoodiealongwithmyblackadidas.

AfterbreakfastIgotmysonstrappedintohis

carseatthenbuckledupanddroveoutofthe

yard,asIturnedthecornerdownmystreetI

sawZweli'scarbutIdidn'tstopIstillwent

aboutmybusinessanddrovetomyson's

crèche.Iglancedattherearviewmirrorandhe

wasdrivingbehindme,sighIdon'twanttosee

himrn!

Myphoneranganditwasconnectedtothe

Bluetoothinthecar,obviouslyitwasZweli! I

didn'tanswerit.IparkedinfrontofJr'scrèche



andgothimoutthecar,hesawhisfatherinhis

carandshoutedhisnamesohegotout,made

hiswaytowardsusnervouslybeforetakinghis

sonfromme.

Him:"Morning"InoddedthengrabbedJunior's

bagfromthebackseatandwalkedtothedoor,

oneofhisteacherswasstandingthere.Webid

farewelltoJuniorandIswiftlymademywayto

thecar"Babywait!"Iblatantlyignoredhimuntil

hegotaholdofmyarmandIshothimalook

"I'msorry"heletgo

Me:"Canwenotdothisnow?"

Him:"IjustwannatalkTashpleasebaby,I

didn'tplanforthingstoturnoutthewaythey

didlastnight"

Me:*chuckles*"andI'mthefoolwhois

supposedtobelievethat"

Him:"What'sthatsupposedtomean?"

Me:"thisthinggoingonheremaybejusta



gametothetwoofyoubuttomeit'sreallife

okay!AndI'mhurtingnowIwillnotbecalled

namesbysomeonewhodoesn'tevenknowme!

ShecalledmeahomewreckerandahoeZweli!

ThatIwantedtobreakyourmatrimonywithher,

likeareyouseriouswithmerightnow,after

everythingIamthefoolagainandI'mtired

Zweli"

Him:"Ididn'tknowshe'dpullthestuntshe

pulledTashbutIhandleditlastnighalready

baby"

Me:*sigh*"LovingyouishardworkZweliand

I'mtired"

Him:"Noyoucan'tgiveuponmeNatasha"

Me:"I'mtiredofthis!Ideservebetterthanthis"

Him:"Canwetalksomewhereprivateplease?"

Me:"Ihaveplacestobe"

Him:"Butyouonlyhaveclassesinthe



afternoonbabe"

Me:"What?"

Him:"Yougavemeacopyofyourtimetable"I

sighedandlookedaside,westoodtherein

silence

"Canwegograbcoffeesothatwecantalk

properly?"Ilookedathim"pleasebaby,please"

Me:"Zwe.."Hepulledmeintohisarms

Him:"Onecupthenyoucanleaveplease

mamakhe"helookedatmewhilerunninghis

handsupanddownmyarmscaressingthem

"Please?"

Me:*sighs*"JustoneZweli"

Him:"yesbabyjustone"

Me:*nods*"Okay"hegavemeanervoussmile

Him:"CanIgetakiss?"Igavehimthereally

look"okaysorryIwon'tpushit"hepeckedmy

foreheadandwalkedmetomydoorwhilst



holdingmyhand."You'lldrivebehindme"

Me:"Cool"Iunlockedthecarandheopened

thedoorforme"Thanks"

Ihoppedinsideandclosedthedoor,hejogged

tohiscarandturnedtheignitiononsodidI

beforefollowingbehindhimtillwegottomyfav

coffeeshop.OhZweli! it'sthelittle

thingshedoes.

"that'sall,babyanythingelse?"Ilookedatthe

waiterandshookmyhead"okaythanks,you

canbringmeaglassofwatersolong"

Waiter:"Yessir"hewalkedaway.

Zwe:"Iknowyoublamemeforlastnight"I

nodded"WellIguessIdeservethatbutbabyI

spoketoherandexplainedeverything,shewas

okaybeforewegottherebutseemslikeitall

changedwhenshesawyouandIdon'tblame

herokay?Thisisn'teasyforneitheroneofyou,I

knowwhatI'maskingistoomuchbutIdon't



wantyoutwohurtingeachother.Hurtmebut

noteachotherbecauseI'mnotforcinganyone

intothisarrangement.Ifyoufeelyouwon'tbe

happywithsharingmeyou'remorethan

welcometonotenterintothispolygamist

marriage"Iswallowed

Me:"Ineedtime"

Him:"okaybabythere'snorush,takeallthe

timeyouneed.IfyouwishtocallitoffthenI'll

respectthatbecauseit'syourhappinessat

stakehere"Inodded

Me:"Thanksmunchie"hesmiledbeforegiving

meawink.

Thewaitercamebackwithhisglassofwater

andgaveusprivacyagain,I'mconflictednow.

•

I'mback,yourcrieshavebeenheard.Not

everyonemustsuffercauseofahandful,I'm

sorrytotheloyalreadersforthewait.



Dotakenote:ifthepageisreportedagainI'll

unpublishthisdiary.

Diary28

∆

IMARAAH

•

AsmuchasImaytrytosuppressmyfeelingsI

cannothidethefactthatthepolygamist

marriageKumkaniwantsissomethingIreally

donotwantformyself.Iwouldn'tsurvive,I

thoughtI'dlethimbewithNatashathinkingthat

itwasaphasebutitpersistedonuntilnowand

itdoesn'tseemlikeitisgoingtostopanytime

soon.Itkillsmedailywhenheleavesthehouse,

askingmyselfwhetherheiswithherornotand

whattheyaredoing.QuestionsthatIhaveto

askmyselfdailybutthenpretendtobeokay

whenhegetshome,ascrazyandstupidasit

maysoundtomanylookingintoourmarriage



andthesituationwefindourselvesinwith

NatashaIstillloveKanisomuch.Icannot

unlovehim.

Itriedduringthosemonthsofbeingalone

throughthemotionsofmypregnancybutI

failed,Ilovehim.Natashawasthereduringhis

trialswiththetraumathefamilyendured

becauseofhisfather,it'sstillfreshforhimand

sheactuallyloveshimbutIdon'tthinkhewants

togotherebutshegiveshimasenseofitis

goingtobeokayandIdon'twanttotakethat

awayfromhim.Iwanthimtobetheoneto

realizewhatisactuallygoingonandwhohe

actuallylovesbecausetobehonestweonlygot

marriedbecauseofourgirlssoIholdnoform

ofheisminetohaveauthority.Ourmarriage

needswork,alotofit.Wehaven'thadachance

toenjoyourselvesashusbandandwife

becausewebothweren'treadyforthisbutnow

Iwanttogivethismarriagemyall.Callme



crazybutI'mstayingwiththisman.Wejust

havetofixthingsfirst,counsellingyesthatwill

help!Ineedtotalktohimfirstthough,Idon't

wanttojumpthegun.

Mythoughtsweredisturbedbythecriesof

Amira.Istoodupfromthebedandtookherout

ofhercot,sheimmediatelykeptquiet

"Salaamalaykumpumpkin"Ipeckedher

foreheadandwokehersisterup.Ihadtoin

ordertokeeppeacearoundhere,whentheone

wakesuptheotherhastotooorelseyouwill

dancethewholenight.Learntthatthehardway.

Ichangedtheirnappiesthengavethemtheir

bottles,whiletheylaidinthemiddleofthebedI

gottheirbathwaterreadyandtookoutthe

productsthatIneededalongwiththeiroutfits

fortheday.Afterbathingthem,Iplayedwith

themalittlebeforetheytooktheirnapsthenI

wentaboutmybusinesscleaningaroundthe

housethenshowered.



IfeltbadthatIcouldn'tgotoZweli'smatch,I

meanitwashisfirstbigonenowthathewas

backontheteamandIcouldnotbetherewith

himbutI'msureheunderstoodImeanwehave

kidsandIhatetroublinghismotherallthetime.

Idecidedtocallhimthoughandhesurprisingly

answered

Me:"Salaammylove"

Him:"Baby,everythingokay?"

Me:"Yeseverythingisfine,justfinishedputting

themdownforanapandcleanedaroundthe

house.JustfeelsobadthatI'mnotgoingtobe

theresupportingyoulater"

Him:*sighs*"It'sokay,ImeanIunderstand

Maraah"

Me:"Youdo?"

Him:"Yeah,sorryforactinglikeajerkthis

morningIknowthisisn'teasyforyou"Icleared

mythroat



Me:"Canwenottalkaboutthatnow?"

Him:"Imaraah,canyoupleasejustapologizeto

her?Please,yourbehaviourwasunacceptable"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Him:"I'mstilltalkingtoyou"

Me:"Zweliplease"

Him:*sighs*"Okay"

Me:"Ijustwantedtowishyouwellonyour

matchlater,IcallednowcauseIknowyou'llbe

outofreachsoon.Iloveyou,bye"Iquicklyhung

upbeforehesaidanything.

Ijustdidn'twanttogointotheNatashaissue,

it'snotsomethingI'mproudof.Isaidsome

hurtfulthingstoherthatIshouldn'thavebut

jealousyandhurtgotthebestofmebutIwill

apologizetoherthoughbecausesheisn'tat

faulthere.Zweliis,speakingofZwelihejust

sentmeatext:



Òkay,I'msorry.Iamadickheadlately,Idon't

knowwhat'sgoingonwithmebutwewilltalk

properlywhenIgethometonight.Iloveyou

moreandthankyoubabỳ-Imaad.

Idecidednottoreply,insteadIwaitedforthe

kidstowakeupanddrovetomyhome.Iwas

fetchingmymother,myhusbandhadgivenme

somemoneytogobuyclothes.Wespoke

aboutitandhefeelsit'snotnecessaryforme

towearthistraditionalwifeattire,Iwastaking

mymotherwithmesothatIhadanextrahand

withmetohelpwiththekidswhileIshop.

WhenIparkedinfrontofthehouse,Icalledto

sayIwasoutside.Shecameoutafterafewand

joinedmeinthefront.

Her:"mntanambethuna!"(Ohmychild)She

huggedme"Imissyousomuch,thishouseis

solonelywithoutyouImi"

Me:*smiles*"Himommy"Istartedthecar



ignitionwhileshe'greeted'hergrandkids

"SounjaniIminam?"(Howareyou)mymom

asked.Iglancedatherthenbackontheroad

Me:"Mama,safetybeltplease"

Her:"Ohsorrybaby"sheputitonandIstopped

ataredlight"sohowareyou?"

Me:"I'mfinemama"Ilookedatheragain,she

gavemethereallylook"mamandirightnyani'

(reallyI'mfine)

Her:"AndhowisKumkanitreatingyou?"

Me:*sigh*"Hetries"

Her:But..."

Me:"Ohmamait'snothing"

Her:"HaiboIminam,I'myourmotheryoucan

tellmeanything"

Me:"Ndiyayazlontomama"(Iknowthat)"it's

justIdon'tknowifI'mbeingagoodwifetohim



ornot*chuckles*Idon'tevenknowhowtobea

wife,I'mstillgettingtheropesofbeinga

mothertothegirls.Ibarelyhavetimeforhim,

I'malwaysmoody.Beinginthathouse24/7like

ahousewifethatIamisdrivingmenutsandI

takeitoutonhim.I'mjustfailingmamaandI

canseethatinhisactions"

Her:"Ohmybaby"sheplacedherhandonmy

shoulderandcaressedit"Iknowyouweren't

readyforthisandI'msosorrythatwehadto

forceyourhandbutyouknowyourfatherand

howruthlesshecanbeImeanlookatyour

brother.I'msureyoudon'twanttoenduplike

him"Ishookmyhead"You'llgetthehangof

things,justfocusonyourkidsandhusband.

Don'tabandonhimnow,hecan'tfeelunwanted.

Amanwantstofeelneededbabyyoucan't

neglecthim,findwaystobondwithdon'tthink

sexisallthat'sneededcauseit'snot"Ilaughed

"don'tlaughIknowyouhavesextheproofisin



theseatsbehindus"

Me:"Wehaven'thadsexeversincethekids

wereborn"

Her:"Butthatwasalmost7monthsago

Iminam"

Me:"Iknowmama,I'mjustneverinthemood

forsex.AllIdoislookafterthekids,cleanand

cook.Sexisn'tevenafactorinmylife"

Her:"Hedoesn'teveninitiateit?"

Me:"mamacomeon"Iwasn'treally

comfortablediscussingmysexlifewithmy

mother

Her:"TalkImi"

Me:"Hedoes,Imeanheusedtountilhegot

tiredofmeturninghimdownallthetimenow

hegetsitfromNatasha"

Her:"Soyou'repushinghimintoherarms,if

youdon'twantthismarriagejustleaveit



Imaraah"

Me:"Ididn'tatfirstbutnowIdoma,Icanfeel

myselfloosinghimandIcan'tbarethisfeeling

itkillsme"

Her:"Thenbeawifetoyourhusband,salvage

thismarriage"

Me:"Ewemama"

Wehadarrivedatthemallalongtimeagobut

wesatinthecarbecauseofthisconversation.

Wegotoutandshehelpedmefeedthegirls

beforewewentinsideandbegunshopping

becausewhatyoudon'twantisascreaming

childinthedamnshoppingcentre!

BythetimewefinishedwiththeshoppingIwas

exhaustedtosaytheleast,wewenttoget

somethingtoeatthenIuberedmymomhome

becauseIwastootiredtodriveoverthatside

oftownthenagainallthewayhome.Mom

understood,Ievenboughtheratokenofthanks



andshesaidIshouldmakeuseofheroffer.

ShewantedtobabysitthegirlsbutIneverreally

useheroffercauseIneverreallygoanywhere

butIunderstoodthatshewantedtospend

sometimewithhergrandkids.

WhenIarrivedatthehousethekidswere

sleeping,Itooktheminsidefirstthenfetched

theshoppingbagsandtookanapwiththem.

BythetimeIwokeupitwasaround7,yohI

reallysleptin.Thekidswereawakebutquiet,

awwwbabiesknewthatmommyisfamished

andneededrest.Iquicklyfreshenedupthen

wenttothelounge,placedthemintheirsafety

chairswithsomecartoonsonthengotstarted

onsupperwhileIfedthemonthesideandate

mywarmedtakeoutsonthesidetoo.Macame

intothekitchenwhileIwasbusy,shewas

alreadyinherpajamas

Me:"Mama,Ididn'tknowyouwerehome"

Her:"IsawyouweresleepingsoIdecidedto



takearelaxingbath"

Me:"I'msorryaboutthelatesupperbutI'llbe

donesoon.Wouldyoulikeacupoftea?"

Her:"Yesplease,Babalwawenttogowatchher

brotherplay"

Me:"OhIdidn'tknow"

Her:"I'msurprisedyoudidn'tgo,iseverything

okay?"

Me:"Alliswellma,Ijustdidn'twanttobother

youbyaskingyoutolookafterthegirlsagain"

Her:"Idon'tmindthough,Ienjoyspendingtime

withthem.Theyaren'tmuchtrouble"

Me:*smiles*"Thankyou,youcangosit.I'll

bringyourteatoyou"shenoddedsmilingand

walkedoutofthekitchen.

Iquicklymadehercupofteaandtook

everythingtoheronatraythenfinishedupwith

supper.AftereatingIwashedthedishesand



wenttothebedroomwithAminahandAmiraso

thatIcouldbaththembeforetheirfathergot

home,halfwaythroughIheardhisvoiceinthe

loungehedidn'tsounddownoranythingsothat

meanttheyplayedagoodgame.Itwasn'tlong

untilheenteredourroom.

"mygirls"

Me:"Daddy"hesmiledbeforecomingtosmack

hislipsonmine"goodgame?"

Him:"Greatgame,nottoblowmyownhornbut

weputupagreatmatch"hesatdownnextto

meandhelpedmedressthegirlsupintheir

pajamas

Me:*giggles*"Okay,goshower.I'llwarmup

yourplateandgiveyouamassage"

Him:"Wealreadyhadsomethingtoeat"he

stoodupafterplacingAminahinthemiddleof

thebedwithherbottle"butI'lltakethat

massageoffer"



Me:"nowgowhileIputthemtosleep"

HemadehiswaytothebathroomasIfinished

offandgavemyangelherbottletoo,Icleaned

uptheroomandputtheirstuffawaythen

dimmedthelights.Afterawhiletheyfellasleep

soIputthemintheircots,changedintomy

nightwearandgotthemassageoils.

Igavehimthemassagequietlyandhethanked

mewhenIwasdone,Iwenttogowashmy

handsandwhenIreturnedtoourroomhewas

alreadyinsidetheblankets.

"canwetalk?"IaskedasIapproachedourbed.

Hewasn'tsleeping,justlayingonhisback

starringattheroof.Hesatup

Him:"Yeahsure"Ijoinedhim

Me:"Idon'tknowwheretostart..."

Him:"Justspeakyourmind"Iclearedmythroat

Me:"IrealizethatIhavenotreallybeenmuch



ofawifetoyou,yesImaycookandcleanafter

youbutwhenitcomestolovingyouandgiving

myselftoyouI'vefailed.Notonlybecauseof

NatashabutIfeltasthoughthismarriagewas

forcedontomeandIwasn'tready,weweren't

readyforit..."

Him:"Butweareherebaby"

Me:"Yesweareanditsaddensmetoseehow

we'veturnedout,alothastranspired.EventsI

didn'tthinkwouldhappened,wehad2beautiful

girlsalthoughunplannedtheyaremylife,

everythingIamIputintothemandinthe

processofmebeingamotherI'veneglected

youandIrealizethat.It'sjustdifficultespecially

sincethereisanotherpartyinvolvedinthis

marriage,I'msorrybutIthoughtitwasjusta

phaseofhurtsinceyoulostyourfatherwellthe

ideayouhadofhimandIknowthatwasn'teasy

foryouKumkanisoIletyoudoasyoupleaseto

grievethelossofsomeonewhoplayedahuge



roleinyourlife.Yeswhathedidwassickbut

youlovedhimsohimbeingsenttojailkilled

younowI'mgoingtoaskyou,doyoureallylove

Natashaortheideaofherbeingthereduring

thatperiodandhelpingyouthroughit?"

Him:"Whatkindofaquestionisthat?Imean..."

Me:"Zwe,justanswermyquestionplease.Do

youloveherorisshejustyoursenseofasafe

place,asenseofsalvation?"Hekeptquiet

"Kumkani"helookedatmeashegavewhatI

hadjustsaidsomethoughtthenranhishands

onhisface.

Him:"Idon'tknow"hesighedthenlookedupat

theceiling"Ican'texplain,Idon'tknow"

Me:"WellI'lltellyouthis,I'mwillingtogivethis

marriagemyallaslongasyouagreetosee

someoneaboutwhatyouwentthroughthat

wholeperiod.I'dalsolikeforustogofor

marriagecounselling..."



Him:"Idon'tneedtotalktoanyoneaboutmy

problemsIminam,I'mnotcrazyokay?Idon't

needashrink"hepeeledofftheblanketonhis

sideandattemptedtostepoutofbed

Me:"ZwelibanziIamtiredofthisselfpityparty

youhavebeenhostingforyourself,youdoneed

helpandyouwillchoosebetweenNatasha&I

becauseIwillnotunderanycircumstances

shareyou.Hellno!Iloveyouandmyselftoo

muchtodothat,it'seitherwefixthisorI'm

leaving"heturnedtolookatme

Him:"What?"

Me:"noZwelino,thishasgoneonforfartoo

long.Youmightthinkyou'reincontrolbutyou're

notbabyyou'renot!Emotionallyyou'reamess

andthesooneryourealizethatthebetter,this

betweenyou,NatashaandIisn'thealthyforany

ofus"hestoodupandslippedhissleeperson

Him:"IthinkIneedsomeair"



Me:"Whileyou'reoutthereitwilldoyougoodif

yougivewhatI'vejustsaidsomethought.Icare

aboutyoubutthisistoxicandthere'skids

involvedsoplease,neitherJuniororthegirls

needthis.Makeadecision"

Iturnedtolayonmysideandcoveredmybody

withtheduvetwhilehestoodthere,Iwaitedto

hearhisfootstepsleavingtheroombutinstead

Ifelthimgettingintobedagain.Isighedthen

switchedoffmylamp.

"Goodnight"IsaidasIfluffedmypillow

Him:"goodnight"

Ifthistalkdoesn'tmakeabreakthroughthenI

don'tknowbutIwillleave.I'mnotsayinghe

shouldleaveNatasha,evenifhedoesn'tchoose

meandgoestoherinsteadI'llleavegracefully

butIdolovehimandIhopehelovesmejustas

muchorenoughtochoosemeeventhoughour

marriageneedsworkbecauseatthisvery



momentIdonottrusthimatallnotwiththe

wayhehasbeenacting.

Insert29

∆

BABALWA

•

Ihadjustgottenhomeafterafunfilleddayand

2goldmedals,notonlythatbutLifaconfessed

hisfeelingstowardsme.NotthatIdidn'tknow

buthelaiditalloutandtotopitalloffhesaid

hewon'trushmeintoanythingbecausehe

feelsI'mnotready,Idon'tknowifI'mready

eitherbutIlovethefeelingsthatburninsideme

whenIambyhissidealthoughtheyscareme.I

lovehowhemakesmefeelbutIfearthatI'll

trusthimthenhewillturnouttobejustlikethe

manthatIlovedandtrustedwithmylife.My

father.

Onalighternoteheaskedifhecouldspendthe



daywithmetomorrow,tomorrowisSaturday.

Hesaidweweregoingtoexplorebutdidn'tgo

intodetails,Idon'tknowbutI'mexcitedatthe

sametimeI'mnervous.Nervousabouthowit

willallgo,nervousbecauseIdon'twantto

messeverythinguporworseheseesthefragile

girlwhowasmolestedbyherfatherinsideme.

Thatscaresme,I'mscaredofwhathewillthink

ofmeoncehediscoversthataboutmeorif

he'llstickseesomuchgoodinme.

"Babalwa!"

"Ma?"Shecametoopenmybedroomdoorthen

stuckherheadout

Her:"It'stimeforsupperbaby"

Me:"I'mnothungry"shecameinandclosed

thedoorbehindher

Her:"urightVuyelwa?"(Areyouokay)

Iwaslayingsidewayonmybedfacingthewall



Me:"I'mfine"Ifeltherplacingherweightonmy

bed

Her:"Lookatmebaby"Iturnedtofaceher

"Nowtalktome,what'sbotheringyou?"

Me:"I'mscared"shemovedclosertomeand

heldmyhand

Her:"Scaredofwhatmyangel?"

Me:"rememberLifa?"Shenodded"hetoldme

hereallylikesme"shenoddedagain"butfeels

I'mnotreadyforarelationship"

Her:"Isthattrue?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ithinksotoo"

Her:"nowwhatareyouscaredofBabalwa?"

Me:"Mamawhatifhenolongerlikesmeonce

helearnsaboutwhathappenedtome?"

Her:"ifhetrulylikesyouthewayheclaimsto

thenyoudon'thavetoworryaboutthat,hewill

supportyouwhereneededandwon'tmakeyou



feelanyworseaboutwhatyouwentthrough.

Onlyaninhumanpersonwouldmakeyoufeel

badaboutthatexperience,ifhisfeelingsforyou

changesthereisnoneedtobeatyourselfup

aboutit.Youwillmeetsomeoneelseinfuture

andyou'restillyoungbabyyoushouldn'teven

bethinkingaboutrelationshipsfocusonschool

please"

Me:"He'smyfriend.Myspecialfriend"

Her:"butthefeelingsyouhaveforhimasa

friendarewaydifferenttothoseyouhavefor

Fanisaasafriend.Foryoutoevenfeelthisway

youarelookingatsomethingbigger"shesighed

"butItrustyoutoberesponsible,Idon'twant

youturningoutlikeyourbrother,hehas

problemsheshouldn'tevenbehavingathisage

butthat'snotthepointhere.Iwantyoutomake

goodchoices,choicesthatwillcontributeto

youhavingagreatfuture"

Me:"Iknowmama"



Her:"IknowyouseeAshleyasthepersonto

talktobutIwantyoutoalsocomeandtalkto

meifyouneedanythingokay?"

Me:"Okay"shekissedmyforehead

Her:"Nowcomeeat"

Me:"MaIsaid..."Shestoodup

Her:"Babalwayouknowsupperasafamilyis

important"shewalkedtothedoor"I'mnot

goingtorepeatmyself,Iexpectyouatthat

tablein2minutes.Siyavana?"(Dowe

understandeachother)

Me:"Ewemama"

Her:"Good"sheopenedthedoorandwalked

outleavingitopen.

Sigh,Istoodupandworemysliponsbefore

havingaquickglanceinfrontofthemirror

checkingwhetherIwasrepresentableornot

andIwas,soImademywaytothedinningarea



andeveryonewasalreadysittingintheir

respectiveplaces.

"Evening"Isaidsittingdownandtheygreeted

back

"YoucanblessthefoodVuyelwa"masaidas

shetookmyhandintohers

Ibowedmyheadandblessedthefoodthenwe

dugintoourmealinsilenceandIdidthedishes

rightafter.IrememberedIhadtotellmymom

abouttomorrowsoafterwashingthedishesI

madeheracupofteaandtookittoherinthe

lounge

Her:"Ohthankyoubaby,canyoubringmemy

gingerbiscuits"

Me:"okay"Iwenttogogettheminthekitchen

thengavethemtoherbeforesittingdownnext

toherandwatchingtheTV,afterawhileI

decidedtofinallyspeak"mama"

Her:"Mh?"



Me:"LifaaskedifIcouldspendthedaywith

himtomorrow"

Her:"Spendthedaywithhimwhere?"

Me:"hedidn'treallygivemedetailsmajust

thatitwasgoingtobeanadventure"

Her:"Wellifhewantstospendthedaywithyou

thenhewillcometakeyouaphaendlini(hereat

home)sothatIcanhaveawordwithhim"

Me:"Isthatreallynecessary?"

Her:"It'seitherthatoryouarenotgoing"

Me:"Okay"Istoodup"goodnight,I'mgoingto

bed"shenoddedandfocusedonthereality

showshewaswatchingontv

Imademywaytomyroom,tookoffthegown

alongwiththepushinsIhadonandslipped

intomyblanketswithmyphoneinhand.The

planwastocallLifa,assoonasIgot

comfortableIdecidedtoringhimup.



"Hello"atinycheerfulvoiceanswered

Me:"Heysweety,howareyou?"

"I'mfinethanksandyou?"

Me:*giggles*"I'mokay,where'sLifa?"

"WhoamIspeakingtoqala?"(First)

Me:"UthethanoBabalwa"

"OhhBabalwakabhuti,bhutiakekho.Ndim

othethayo"(mybrother'sBabalwa,mybrother

isn'thome.You'retalkingtome)

Me:*giggles*"Wenaungubanikaloku?"(Who

areyou)

"Bandile,yandazmna?"(doyouknowme).He's

socute!

Me:*smiles*"A.ahtellme"

Him:"Lifangubhutiwam,I'm8yearsoldmna.

FundaGrade2andyou?"(Lifaismybig

brother...I'minGrade2)



Me:"I'm18yearsold,fundaGrade13"(I'min

Grade13)

Him:*laughs*"yaphosisasisi,akekhoGrade

13"(you'relying,thereisn'tagrade13)

Me:"uzubuzeubhutiwakhokeh"(askyour

brotherthen)

Him:"ewezombuzanjenabhutisozeaqhathe

uBandile"(yesIwill,heneverliestoBandile)

Me:*giggles*"that'sgood,tellhimIcalled

okay?"

Him:"Yima!Zokubonanini?"(WaitwhenamI

goingtoseeyou?)

Me:"Soonvah"

Him:"Whenissoon?"

Me:*giggles*"I'llsurpriseyou"

Him:"Ilikesurprises"

Me:"metookesana"



Him:"Nankubhuti"(he'shere)Iheardshuffling

thenhisdeepvoice

"Hello?"Imeltedimmediatelyasmileformedon

mylips

Me:*smiles*"Hey"clearsthroat"it'sme

Babalwa"

Him:*chuckles*"ohheyyou,sorryIhadtogo

getBandilesnacksatthetuckshop"

Me:"he'ssuchacutiepie"helaughed

Him:"Yeahright!Ihopehedidn'ttroubleyou

though"

Me:"Nonotatall,Icalledwithregardsto

tomorrow"

Him:"Yeah?"

Me:"Momsaysshe'llhavetotalktoyoufirst

beforeshelet'smego"

Him:"Okaycoolnoproblem"



Me:"Youdon'tmind?"

Him:"nonotatall"

Me:"OkayI'llsendthelocationsothatyoucan

uberhere"

Him:"uhyeahsure"

Me:"Lifaareyouokay?"

Him:"Yesbabywhywouldn'tIbe"Iblushedso

hardatthesoundofhimcallingme'baby'.Omg

I'msuremycheeksareredrightnow! they

evenbeganhurtingbecauseIhadbeensmiling

fromthemomentIstartedspeakingtohis

brothernowherehecomesalong..."Babyare

youthere?"OhtotallyforgotIwasstillonthe

phonewithhim

Me:"mh?Urryes,yesI'mhere.I'mhere"I

clearedmythroat

Him:*chuckles*"okay,I'llseeyoutomorrow

then.Don'twantyourunningoutofairtime



becauseofme"

Me:"what?Nowecouldtalkthewholenight

even"

Him:"goodnight,wewilldothatwhenIcallyou

rightnowIhaveBandilewhoneedsme"

Me:"ohyessorry..."

Him:"don'tbe,it'sokaybaby.Ohhewantsto

saygoodnight"

Me:*smiling*"okay"

"Sisi?"

Me:"Helloboy"

Him:"bhutiakafunndithethemnandiqumbile"

(Lifadoesn'twantmetotalkI'msad)

Me:"xoloboy,I'llcallyoutomorrowagainvah?"

(Sorry)

Him:"nyannyan?"(Really)

Me:"Ipromise"



Him:"zoyithathaphonekabhutikehngomso

ndilindewena"(I'lltakehisphonetomorrowand

waitforyourcall)

Me:*giggles*"okayboy,goodnightvah"

Him:"sleeptight,don'tletthebedbugsbite"

Me:*laughs*"okayboy,Iwon't"

Him:"Byeee!"

Me:"Bye!"

"Byebaby"Lifa'sdeepvoiceagain

Me:"Bye"Isaidshyly"goodnight"

Him:"sleepwellbeautiful"

Me:*smiles*"Youtoo"hehungupandIslept

peacefully.

ThefollowingdayIwokeupandcleanedmy

roombeforegoingtotakeashowerand

washingmyhair,withatowelwrappedaround

mybody&headIwentbacktomyroomandsat



infrontofthemirror.Iblowdriedmyhairand

tieditupintoabunthenputonmyunderwear,I

didn'tknowwhattowearsinceIdidn'tknow

whereweweregoingsoIdecidedtocallhim.

"Sisi!"

Me:"helloBandile"

Him:"Youkeptyourpromise"

Me:"OfcourseIdid,Ialwayskeepmy

promises"

Him:"bhutiuthiapersonwhokeepstheir

promiseisgood,areyougoodwenasisi?"

Me:*smiles*"Iguessso"wespokesomemore

beforehegavethephonetohisbrother

"Don'tworryyourselfbeautiful,I'mcoming"he

saidassoonashegotthephone

Me:*giggles*"Iwasjustcheckingin"

Him:*chuckles*"I'msure,yougood?"



Me:"allgoodbutIdon'tknowwhattowear"

Him:"Apairofjeansandsneakersshouldbe

fine"

Me:"Okay,areyouready?"

Him:"yep,bethereinanhour"

Me:"can'twait"

Him:"neithercanI,listenIhavetobouncenow

baby.Seeyouinafew"

Me:"Okaybye"

Him:"Bye"

"Byeeee!!"Bandileshoutedinthebackground.I

laughedbeforehangingup.

Idecidedtotakeoutmydenimjeanswithmy

blacknikeandablackplainT-shirtalongwith

mysimplegoldneckpieceandwatchthenwent

togoeatandwaitforLifa.

Insert30



∆

BABALWA

•

Ihadsomefruitsalad,Iwashungrybuttoo

nervoustoeatsoIchosefruitsaladsinceit

waseasyonthestomach.Aftereatingthe

saladIwenttogositinfrontoftheTVinthe

lounge,thetelevisionsetwaswatchingme

insteadofmewatchingit that'show

nervousIwasanddon'taskmewhybecauseI

don'tknoweither.Itwasn'tlongbeforemy

momjoinedmeonthecouch,IminamandZweli

wenttotheGamildienhousethismorningsoit

wasonlymymotherandIathome.

"Areyousurehe'scoming?"

"Yesma,hedidsayheisonhisway"

Her:"I'mjustaskingbaby"

Me:"It'sstillearlyforyouto..."Myphonerang



disturbingmefromfinishingmysentence,it

washim.Ijumpedoffthecouchexcitedly

"Excuseme"Imademywaytothekitchenwhile

Iansweredthephone"Hey"

Him:"Baby"Iblushed

Me:"Hi"

Him:"Ihopeyou'rereadycauseI'mhere"

Me:*squeals*"Rightnow?"

Him:*chuckles*"whatwasthat?Ofcourse

rightnow"Icomposedmyself

Me:"Nothing,absolutelynothing.I'llcomeget

you"Istoodinfrontofthefridgesinceithada

mirror

Him:"Okaydon'tbelong"

Me:*giggles*"Iwon't"

HehungupandIquicklyfixedmyselfeven

thoughitwasn'tnecessary,IjustfeltlikeIhad

tobeperfectsomehow.WhenIwassatisfied



withmyreflectionIwalkedoutofthekitchen

"mamahe'shere,I'mgoingtolethimin!"I

shoutedasIapproachedthedoor

Her:"Okaybaby"

Iwalkedoutandmademywayouttothefront

gate,whenIopenedthegatehewasstanding

acrosstheroadfrommyhouselookingaround

frommeIguess.Hewasdressedinverydark

greyalmostblackskinnyjeanswhichwerenot

tootightasalways,withhisblackadidas,black

tshirt,blackjacketandacap.HelookedgoodI

mustsay.AssoonasIcameoutthegatehe

lookedmywayandsmiledbeforejogging

towardsme.Ourneighborhoodwasaquietone,

barelyanycarsinthestreetsohewassafe.

Whenhestoodinfrontofmewesharedabrief

hugwhichhesealedoffwithakissonthe

forehead

"Heybeautiful"Ismiled



Me:"Hey"

Him:"Howareyou?Readyfortheday?"We

startedmakingourwaybackinsidetheyard

Me:"I'mgoodthanks,wena?"

Him:"GreatnowthatI'mherewithyou,looking

beautifulasalways"Icouldn'thelpbutblush

Me:"Stooop"

Him:*smirks*"What?Tellingyouhowbeautiful

youare?Becauseit'sthetruth"Ilookedathim

thenatthedoorinfrontofus

Me:*smiles*"Thankyou"Iwasabouttoopen

thedoorwhenhestoppedme"What?"

Him:"AmImotherinlawpresentable?"

Me:*laughs*"yesverymuchso"hedustedoff

theinvisibledustfromhisshoulders

Him:"Thanks,ImeanwhatcanIstay"hewas

beingcocky



Me:*smiling*"Let'sjustgoinsidesothatwe

cango"Iopenedthedoorandhewalkedinbut

stoodrightwherehewassincehedidn'tknow

hiswayaroundthehouse"she'sinthelounge"

henodded.Iclosedthedoor"ma!"

"ComethissideVuyelwa"mymomshouted,he

lookedatmebutIquicklylookedaway

Hechuckledandwhispered"Vuyelwa"Iquickly

nudgedhimwithmyelbowbeforeweappeared

inthelounge.Assoonaswegottherewe

stoppedplayingaroundandhetookoffhiscap,

momlookedourwayandhegreeted

"moloma"

"eweboy,nicetoseeyouagain"hewalked

towardsherandshookherhand

Him:"likewiseMrsBooi"

Her:"Pleasesit"shelookedatme"canyougo

makemeacupofteaplease"



Me:"ma?"Shegavemethatnowlook"okay,

Lifawouldyoulikeanything?"

Him:"Justaglassofwater"

Me:"Comingrightup"

ImademywaytothekitchenandIcouldhear

themtalkingbutIcouldnotmakeoutwhatthey

weresaying,Iguessthat'swhatmymom

wanted.Toexcludemefromwhateverthey

weretalkingabout.Whilethewaterformy

mom'steaboiledIplacedtheutensilsforher

cupofteaonatrayandwarmedhermilkinthe

microwavethentookoutabottleofwaterfor

Lifafromthefridgealongwithaglassand

placedthoseonthetraytoo.

WhenIwasdonewitheverythingItookthetray

totheloungeandmomstoppedtalking,I

lookedatLifaandhesmiled.Okaythat'sagood

signIguess,mymomthankedmeasIgaveher

thecupofteasodidLifaforhiswater.JustasI



wasabouttositdown

"ohVuyelwababyyouforgotmyginger

biscuits"

Me:"Sorryma,I'llbringthemnow"

Istoodupandwenttofetchthemthemgave

themtoher,Igotthemessageloudandclear

now.Iwasneededsoaftergivinghertheginger

biscuitsIwenttomyroomandtookmyblack

slingbag,putafewnotesintherealongwith

mylipglossandcellphone.Ialsodecidedto

grabmyblackjacketsinceIdidn'tknowwhat

timewewouldbeback.

"Babalwa!"

"I'mcoming"

IquicklymademywaytotheloungeandLifa

wasonhisfeetlookinglikehewasreadytogo

Ma:"Youmaygo,Ialreadyhadawordwithhim.

HeknowswhatIexpectanddon'texpectof



him."

Me:"Thanksma"

Her:"Takeyourkeys,I'mgoingtochurchlate

afternoonandIdon'tknowwhenyourbrotheris

comingback"Ihuggedher

Me:"Seeyoulater"

Her:"enjoy"sheletgoofme"nowgohavefun"

IsmiledbeforewalkingtowhereLifawas

standing

"Lifa"thatwasmymom

Him:*chuckles*"Iwon'tforgetma"

Her:"good,takecareofherorelse"

Him:"I'llkeepmyword,enjoytherestofyour

day"

Me:"okaylet'sgoalready!"

Ipulledhimoutintothepassagethengrabbed

mykeysonourwayoutfromthekeyholderand



weleft.

Me:"Sowherearewegoing?"Wehadjust

walkedoutmyyard

Him:"Wetakingalittletripwithawholelotof

pitstopshopeyouhadenoughrest"

Me:"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Him:*laughs*"nothing,comelet'sgo"

Me:"Whereto?"

Him:"busstop"

Me:"Seriously?"

Him:"Isawoneonmywayherenotsofar

away.Youdon'tmindright?"Ishookmyhead

Me:"noIdon't,justthatI'veneverbeenonone

before"

Him:"Wellwearegoingtouseittoday,come

let'sgo"westartedwalking"canIholdyour

hand?"



Me:"I'msorry,what?"

Him:*clearsthroat*"nonevermind,I'm

pushingit.Sorry"wewalkedinsilencefora

shortwhile

"Youcan"Isaidjoiningmyhandwithhis,our

fingersintertwined.Helookedatmeandsmiled

thenlookedahead.Secretly,Ismiledtoo.

"Doyoutrustme?"Heasked

"whydoyouask?"

"doyou?"

"I...Idon'tknow,IthinkIdo"

Him:"IwantyoutotrustmethesamewayI

trustyou"

Me:"Youtrustme?"Iaskedalittlesurprised

andhenoddedwithouthesitation

Him:"Ihavenoreasonnotto"heglancedatme

thenbackontheroadaheadofus,Icouldsee

thebusstopatadistance"haveIgivenyou



reasonnottotrustme?"

Me:"no"heglancedatmeonceagainbuta

littlelongerthistimethennodded

Him:"okay"

Wewalkedtherestofthedistancequietlywith

mequestioningmyself,whathehadjustasked

meleftmewithquestionmarks.DoItrusthim?

IthinkIdoImeanhereallyhasn'tdoneanything

tomakemethinkotherwiseIjustfearforthe

unknown,fearforthehurtanddisappointment

thatcomeswithtrustingsomeone.Iknowit's

unfairofmetothinkthisofhimcausehehasn't

doneanythingwrongbutIdoandIcan'thelpit.

"baby?"Hepulledmetostopwalking

"Mh?"

"Youokay?"Hestoodinfrontofmeandlooked

intomyeyes,holdingbothmyhandsandI

noddedabsentmindedly



"Yesss"hesmiledbeforekissingmyforehead,I

guessingthiswasbecomingahabit

Him:"Iaskedifyoutrustmeornotbecause

trustisimportantinanykindorformof

relationshipwhetheritbefriendshiporromantic,

it'svitalandI'dloveforyoutotrustme.It'sthe

onlywayforustogettoknoweachotherbetter.

IwanttoletyouintomylifebuthowwillIdo

thatifyoudon'tletmeintoyours?I'mnot

pushingbabyIjustwantustohavetrust

betweenusokay?"Inodded"don'tclose

yourselfinaroundmeIwantyoutobefree.I've

onlyseentinyglimpsesofthefreeBabalwaand

I'dlovetoseemoreofher.Therealyou"he

lookedback"there'sourbus"

Hesignedforthebustostop,wegotinandhe

paidbeforewesatonatwositterchair.Ican't

believethiswasmyfirsttimeonabusandthe

thingIlovedwasthatitwasn'tfull.Wesatthere

quietly,handslockedwitheachotherandhis



thumbcaressingmine.Idon'tknowbutIfound

myselflayingmyheadonhisshoulderandhe

letme.

Wedidn'tstayinthebuslongthoughwegotoff

atthenextbusstop,hesaidhewantedustotry

someicecreamshophehadseencloseby,

aftergettingtheicecreamwewalkedwhilewe

ateandconversedsomemorethencaughtthe

nextbus.Passedonlytwostopsandgotoffat

thenextwentintosomeshopthatsoldsome

niceitems,heevenboughtmeasouvenir

necklacethensomethingforhisbrotherbefore

goingtoagatsbyshopwhichwasafirsttime

formeagain!ButhereckonedI'denjoyitsinceI

lovedfoodandwewereprettyhungry,whenit

cameweduginashugeasitwasbutwedidn't

finishit itwastoomuch.Heputwhatwas

leftintheplasticbagforhisbrotherandwe

walkedout,foundaparkwherewewentfullon

childishfromswingstoslidesImean



everything! afterawhilehesuggestedwe

takethenextbustothenearestbeachsowe

tookourstuffandwalkedinpursuittofinda

busstop

"Iamsurethisisn'tyouridealoutingbutI..."

Me:"Iloveit"

Him:"youhavingfun?"Inoddedandsmiled"I'm

havingfuntoo,Ienjoyyourcompany"we

hugged

Me:"You'rearealhuggeraren'tyou"

Him:*chuckles*"WhatcanIsa...Babydon't

lookbackokayjustrunasfastasyoucan"

Me:"What?"Itriedtolookbackbutheheldme

inplacebeforescreamingrunBabalwathen

heardaloudbark,Ididn'tneedanymore

motivationIsprintedasfastasIcouldsodidhe!

Wewerebeingchasedadog.Ialmostraninto

theroadbuthequicklygotaholdofmyhand

andpulledmeback



"It'sgone"hesaidoutofbreathe.Weslumped

onthepavement,Ilookedbackandtheowner

hadjustputaleashonit"Voetsek!"He

screamedandIlookedathimbeforebusting

intolaughtersodidhe

Me:*tryingtocatchmybreathe*"it'salittletoo

latedon'tyouthink"

Him:*laughs*"therewasn'ttimetoswearthen

okay!"

Wehadourlastfewlaughsbeforegoingtothe

busstopyetagainandgotontoabustothe

beach,whenwegotthereitwasalreadygetting

late.

"Justintimeforthesunset"hesaidaswe

walkedtothestaircaseleadingtothesand

Me:"cheesymuch"heshrugged

Him:"comesitoverhere"hepatthebenchnext

tothestaircaseandhetookoffmysneakers

beforerollingupmyjeanalittlethensatnextto



meanddidthesame.

Beforewewalkeddownthestairs,heput

Bandile'sthingsinthebackpackhehadonthen

heldourshoesinhandwhileholdingmyhandin

theotheraswemadeourwaydowntothe

shore.

"Thisisbeautiful"weweresittingonarock

lookingatthesunset

Him:"Thankyouforcoming"

Me:"Thankyouforinvitingme,Itrulyhadan

amazingbeingchasedbyadogandall"

Him:"WellI'mgladyouenjoyedit,sorryabout

thatdogbaby"

Me:*giggles*"Itsokay"Ipeckedhischeekand

laidmyheadonhisshoulder.

Afterawhilewehadtogo,weusedbusonce

againandheinsistedondroppingmeoffinmy

neighborhoodthenhewillcatchanotherbus



home.Sowedidthat,hadtheeelongesthug

evertosealoffouroutingwithhimthankingme

thewholetime,lotsofforeheadkissesandI'm

gladhedidn'tinitiateakissalthoughI'msurehe

wantedoneherespectedmyneedfortime.

Insert31
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ZWELIBANZI

•

WhatIminamsaidmadesenseeventhoughI

didn'twanttoadmitit,thiswholesituationIput

the3ofusinwasunfairtothetwoofthemand

althoughImaytrytomakeeachonehappythe

otherlacksinadifferentdepartment.Ishould

justletthewholeideagoseeingasI'mhurting

boththewomenImyselfclaimtolove.Imight



notwanttoadmititbutI'mamarriedmanwith

awifewhodeserveswaymorethanwhatsheis

gettingandIamtheonewhoputthetwoofus

inthismarriageyetIhaven'ttriedmakingit

work.AsforNatasha,Ikeephurtinghermore

thanIactuallymakeherhappy,shedeserves

waymoreespeciallyaftereverythingshehas

doneformeandthat'swhyIthinkit'sbestIlet

go.Ihavealotonmyplate,thekids,school,the

companyandmyteam,Ishouldn'tbeworrying

abouttwowomenbutIguessIdeserveitfor

beingselfish,IwanttorightmywrongsIreally

do.Idon'tknowwhereIminamandIstandbutI

havetoatleasttrytomakethismarriagework

beforeeventhinkingofcallingitquits,I'veputin

toomuchtojustletitallgo.

Afterspendingthedaywithmyinlaws,Imaraah

andIdecideditwastimeforustogoasitwas

gettinglatesowebidfarewellandleftbutIstill

hadtogofetchJuniorfromhismother'shouse



soIdroppedoffmy3girlsathomebefore

drivingthere.

"I'moutside"

"okay,we'llbetherejustnow"Ihungupand

steppedoutofthecar,openedthebackdoor

andjuststoodthewaitingforhertocomeout

withJunior.Itwasn'tlonguntilshecameoutof

thegatewithJuniorinherarmscoveredina

fleeceblanketandhisbagintheotherhandsoI

approachedhertolendahand

Me:"Hey"Itookthebagandwewalkedtothe

car

Her:"Hi"IlookedatJunior"hejustwokeup"

Me:"OhsorryIcouldn'tmakeitearlier,Iwas

busy"

Her:"Noproblem"

IplacedthebaginthecarthentookJuniorfrom

Tashandstrappedhiminhiscarseatthen



closedthedoor.IturnedaroundtofaceTash

whowasstandingbehindmewithherarms

foldedagainstherchestarea

Me:"Sohowareyou?"

Her:"I'mfine,justtiredworkandschoolthen

Junior."Shesighed"Ijustneedabreak"I

swallowedbecauseIrealisedthatIalsowasn't

makingherlifeanyeasierinfactIwasadding

onunnecessarystressandtobehonestI'm

onlyrealisingnowhowselfishI'vebeen,Iwas

sofocusedonmeandwhatIwantthatIdidn't

takeintoaccounthowIwashurtingboth

NatashaandIminam.

"areyouokay?"

Me:*sigh*"I'mfine,haveyouthoughtabout

youknow..."

Her:"YesIdidandIdon'tknowifthisiswhatI

wantZwe"Inodded

Me:"IguessIwasselfishtoaskitofyouor



Iminam"shelookedatmepuzzled

Her:"Whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Me:"Canwetalkproperlyaboutthistomorrow

orsomething?Wecan'tdothisnow,oursonis

inthecarandweneedtogetgoing"

Her:"Oho-kay"Ihuggedher

Me:"Youdeservewaymorethanthis"Ipulled

outofthehugandlookedather"I'msorry

abouteverything"

Her:"Zweuright?"Iforcedasmile

Me:"I'mfine,goinsideit'scold"

Her:"Zwe..."

Me:"Goinsideprincess"Igentlyfistedherhair

andkissedthecrownofherhead"goodnight"

Her:"night"

Iletgoofherandsheslowlywalkedaway,I

watchedheruntilshegotinsidethenstepped



intothecarandlookedatJuniorwhosatquietly

inhisseatwithhistwotoysinhand.

"U'grandmfethu?"Henodded"sure?"Istuckout

mythumbforhimsodidhe

Him:"shooo"Ismiledthendroveusstraight

home.

Wegottherearound8,whenwearrived

everyonewasintheloungeexceptIminam,

Juniorrantohisgrandma.Igreetedthenmade

mywaytothekitchenasIcouldsmellthe

aromacomingfromthereandIcouldtell

Iminamwasthecook.WhenIgotthere,Istood

bythedoorwayandwatchedassheownedthe

kitcheninherblacklongsleevedmaxidressed

thefellperfectlyoverhercurves.Shewaspetite,

withatinyfigure.Herasswasn'thugerather

justrightforhersmallbodyandherboobswell

sheneverreallyhadhugeboobseitheruntilshe

hadthegirls.



Shedidn'tturnaroundtoaccountformy

presencesoImademywaybehindherand

snakedmyarmsaroundherwaist,shejumped

alittlebutIheldherinplace

Me:"It'sme"Ibentoveralittleandpeckedher

neck,sherelaxed"hey"sheturnedaround

Her:"Hi"shelookedatmeasifshewastrying

toreadwhathappenedwhileIwaswithTash

Me:*sigh*"Nothinghappened"Ihuggedher

andshejuststoodtherefrozen,eversincethe

twinscameI'vebeentreatedlikethisthatIeven

stoppedshowingaffection.Idon'tblameher

thoughIdodeserveit..

Her:*clearsthroat*"Kumkani,letgo"

Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingtofixthemessI've

made,I'vehurthernogoingaroundthatbutI

wanttofixthatnow.ShedidNOTHINGwrong,

shewasthebestgirlfriendeverbefore

everythinginmylifewentsouthandIlefther



outinthecold.Imadeherlikethis.

Ilethergoandsheturnedherattentionbackon

thepots,Igotabottleofwaterfromthefridge

andsatononeofthehighchairs,tookoutmy

phoneandcheckedtheemailstheCEOofthe

companyhadsenttome.Itwasmostly

demographicsonhowthecompanywasdoing

andImustsayeversinceIplacedherincharge

theturnoverhasbeenamazing,mybank

accountissmiling.InfactIthinkIshouldbuya

houseformylittlefamilyandI.Livingwithmom

andBabiisgreatandallbutIneedmyown

space.

"Tata!"Juniorscreamedcheerfulashecrashed

intomylegsthatwerehangingfromthechair

andIpickedhimup

"boy,didyousayhitoauntImi?"Heshookhis

headshyly"gosayhi"henoddedandIputhim

onthefloor.



IlookedatImiasshewatchedhimrunaround

thecountertohersidebeforehethrewhimself

intoherarms.

Her:"Lookatyou!"Hehuggedher"ohhi,looks

likesomeonemissedme"helookedatherand

nodded

Him:"mh.hm"

Her:*smiles*"WellImissedyoutoobigboy,

didyousayhitoyourlittlesisters?"

Him:"Yessss!"

Her:"Andwhatdidtheysay?"

Him:"an-yazmna"heshrugged(Idon'tknow)

Her:"Ialsodon'tknowbathini(whattheyare

saying)boybutthat'sourlittlesecretmosneh?"

Henoddedexcitedly"don'ttelltatakho"he

giggled

Him:"sozemnanimxelele"(I'llnevertellhim)

hisspeechwasn'tproper,hewasonly4afterall.



Me:"Heystopgossipingaboutmygirls"hehid

hisfaceinherneck

Imi:*giggles*"tellyourdaddynottobejealous

ofauntImiandJunior'srelationship,mxelele"

(tellhim)heturnedtolookatmeandIshothim

alook,hepatImiontheshoulder

Him:"daddyuthikum"heimitatedthelookI

hadjustgivenhim

Her:"sorry,don'tworryndizomsummarizer"(I'll

sorthimout)henoddednaye"nowgowatch

thegirlsformeokaythenwearegonnaeat"

Him:"Okay"hewiggledhimselfoutofherarms

andranout.

Shesmiledassheturnedoffthestoveandtook

outthedishes,shecalledBabalwatocome

helpherbysettingthetable.Beforelongwe

weredoneeatingandIofferedtowashthe

disheswhichstunnedeveryonebutIdidit

anyway,afterdoingsoIpouredwarmwaterinto



thegirlsfluskfortheirbottlesatnightbefore

makingtheirbottlesfornowbeforebed.

"GoodnightZwe!"

Me:"Nightma!"

Her:"don'tforgettobringLubanzi'sbottle"

Me:"Okay"

Hismotherdoesn'twanthimtostopthismilk

thing,heevenasksforitbeforesleepingifyou

don'tgiveittohimyouwon'tknowwhatinner

peaceissoImadeitandtookittoherroom

thenhuggedthemgoodnight.Therewasno

oneintheloungesoIwenttomakeImiteaand

tookeverythingtoourroom.Shewasonthe

bedbusywithdiapergravy,Iplacedtheirbottles

andflusknexttothetinofmilkonherbedside.

Her:"Thankyou"

Me:"Noproblem,needhelphere?"

Her:"Noit'sokayyoucangoshower"



Me:"Imadeyouteatoo"

Her:*smiles*"ThankyouKani"

IwenttogoshowerandwhenIcamebackto

bedshewastuckingthemintheircotssoI

movedaroundquietly.BythetimeIwasdone

shehadjustslippedintobedsoIswitchedoff

thelights,leavingourlampsonandjoinedher.

Sheturnedandgavemeherback

"babe?"Icalledoutforher

"Mh?"Isighedthencuddledmyselfupbehind

herandsheletme

Me:"I'msorryabouteverything,I'vebeena

selfishpricknootherwaytoexplainmy

behaviorandIwon'tmakeexcusesforiteither.

ButI'msorrythatyouhadtosufferbecauseof

me,IwanttofixthingsandIwill,evenifit

meansvisitingtheshrink"sheturnedtolayon

herbackthenfacedme.

Her:"Don'tlietomeKumkani"



Me:"I'mnotMaraah,Ipromiseyou*sigh*I

wantyoutotrustmeasahusbandandafather,

ifitmeansgoingtoashrinkwillgetusastep

closertousbeingtogetherhappilythenI'lldo

that"

Her:"whataboutNatasha?"

Me:*sigh*"NatashaandIhavebeenthrougha

lottogetheryes,sheisanaamazingpersonbut

IthinkitwouldbebestifsheandIwentour

separatewaysandstartedafresh.Wearen't

goodforeachother.Youbringoutthebestin

me,loveshouldn'tbeforcedandwithTashit

feelslikewe'reforcingthings.Idon'twantthat,I

wantusalltobehappy.She'llbewayhappier

withoutmeandIwantyou,Ihonestlyloveyou"

shesatupstraightandlookedatme"IknowI

haven'tbeenshowingitbutI'llprovemyself,

withNatashaitwasjustalotofunresolved

feelings.Webothneededclosure,Ifeelwegot

thatnow.Yesshe'sgoingtobehurtbutshe'll



realizeitisforthebesttoo"

Her:"Andyounotjustsayingthis..."

Me:"Imeaneverywordbaby"

Her:*sighs*"Zweliyouhurtme"

Me:"IknowbutletmefixthispleaseMaraah"I

satupstraightandpulledhertositonme

"pleasebaby,I'velearntmylessonandI'msorry.

Ireallyam"

Her:"Itwon'tbeeasy"

Me:"IknowbutI'llworkforit"Ilockedboth

handsintomine,broughtthemtomyfaceand

kissedthem"please?"

Her:"yousoundgenuinerightnowyes,as

muchasI'dliketobelievethatyoumeanit.I

wantactionsZweli"

Me:*nods*"andyou'llseethem"

Her:"Okay,canwesleepnow?I'mtired"



Me:"sure,metoo"Iflippedusover

Her:"Zwe!"

Me:*chuckles*"sorry"Ikissedhercheek,we

werenowlayingonthebedfacingeachother

"justdidn'twantyoubreakingtheconnection"

Her:"yeahright!"Shepulledmyear

Me:"ouch!!"

Her:*smiles*"goodnightImaad"sheclosed

hereyes

Me:"goodnightmyqueen"Ipeckedhernose

thenforehead"Iloveyou"shesimplysqueezed

myhandandIbroughtherclosertomybody,

withherheadonmychestandonearmacross

mystomachIfellintoadeepslumber.

SundaymorningcameandIwokeuptoan

emptyroom,Iwenttogotakealeakinthe

bathroomandsplashedwateronmyfaceafter

brushingmyteeth.Iwentbacktotheroom,



slippedonmypushinsandwalkedoutthe

room.Babalwaandmymotherwereatchurch

thatIknewsoIdidn'tworryaboutwalking

aroundshirtless.Icouldhearvoicescoming

fromtheloungeandImaraahwastherefeeding

thegirlswhileshemonitoredJuniorasheate

hisporridge.

Me:"Goodmorning"IsaidasIasonthecapert

nexttoJunior,Maraahwassittingacrossme

smiling

Her:"SalaamKumkani,howareyou?"She

carriedonfeedingthekids

Me:"I'mdoinggoodbabyhowareyou?"

Her:"I'mwellmyhusband"thatrightthere

mademesmile

Me:"It'sgoodtohearthat,needahand?"

Her:"A.ahI'llmanagehere,wearealmostdone.

JustwatchJuniormakesurehedoesn'tmakea

mess,yourmomwillkillmeforhercarpets"



Me:*chuckles*"yeahshewill"Ilookedat

Juniorwhowaseatingjustfineconcentrating

onthecartoonsplayingonTV

"whatwouldyoulikeforbreakfast?"Imaraah

askedasshestoodup

Me:"canIhaveacupofcoffee?Don'tworry

aboutbreakfast"

Her:"Butyouhaven'teaten..."

Me:"Babe,you'renotmymaidsopleasejust..."

Her:"IlovetakingcareofyouandbesidesI

havenothingelsetodobuttotakecareofthe

kidsandyou,sometimesBabi&mabutIdon't

mind"

Me:"Andthankyouforthatbabybutitwon'tbe

forlong"Ilaidonthekidsblanketthattheywere

onandplayedwiththem

Her:"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Me:"wearegoingtomoveoutsoon,I'mstill



lookingforaplaceforustolivethoughthen

breakthenewstomymom.Weneedourown

space,thegirlsareoldenoughnowsoyoudon't

needhelpfrommymom"shesquealedand

jumpedontopofme

Her:"Thankyoubaby"shekissedmycheek

Me:"Wasitthatbadlivinghere?"

Her:"NoIjustreallywannahaveourownspace,

thebedroomarrangementisn'tworking

anymore.Webarelyhavespaceintherewith

thekids,yourstuffandminecombinedit'sjust

toomuch"

Me:"Ididn'trealizeloveyoushouldhavesaid

something"

Her:"Ididn'twantittosoundasifIwastrying

toseparateyoufromyourmom&sister"she

stoodup"letmegogetyouacupofcoffee"she

walkedawaytothekitchen

"Tata"



"Mh?"Ilookedathim

Him:"nqibile"(I'mdone)

Me:"Goodboy,hambonikaauntImiisitya.

Ubuyehlalenotatakho"(gogivetheplateto

auntImithencomebackandsitwithyourdad)

Him:"sdlalegame?"(Wegonnaplayagame)

Me:"myphoneisflatnjeboy"

Him:"okay"hepickedupImi'sphonefromthe

couch"sodlalakiphoneyam"(we'llplayonmy

phone)

Me:*chuckles*"okay,goputtheplateinthe

kitchen"

Hegotupandrantothekitchen,Ilookedatthe

girls.Theywerestartingtolookmoreandmore

likeme,that'swhenIrealizedthatIhadtomake

suretheyneverhavetogothroughwhatIput

NatashathroughandIreallyneedtochange.

Insert32
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NATASHA

•

Zwelileftmeconflictedlastnight,ImeanyesI

wasstrugglingwithmakingadecisionof

whetherI'dsayyestohimornotbutforhimto

soundlikehewasrethinkingthewholethink

reallyhadmefuckedupwithmixedemotions.I

don'tknowanymore,thiswholethingisjust

drainingemotionally!

Ihadtheringhegavemeonmyfinger,busy

twistingandturningit.Itwasbeautiful,Ishould

behappynowthatIhaveitbutI'mnot!Instead

I'mdoubtingus,hisloveforme.OhGodplease

justshowmethewayplease!Myphonerang,I

reachedtogetitfrommybedside.Itwashim.

"Zwe"

Him:"Morning,Ididn'twakeyoudidI?"



Me:*sighs*"noyoudidn't"

Him:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"noI'mnot,Iwasthinkingaboutus"

Him:"that'sactuallywhyI'mcalling,canwe

meetupforlunchorsomething?"

Me:"Idon'tknowZweli..."

Him:"Pleaseweneedtotalk"Iswallowed

Me:"Okay"

Him:"Thankyou,around2?I'llsendyouthe

location"

Me:"okay"Isighed

Him:"Okay,Ihavetogetgoing.Seeyouinthe

afternoon"

Me:"byeZwe"

Him:*clearsthroat*"Bye"

HehungupandIremovedthephonefrommy

ear,onlytoblanklystareatthescreen.Myheart



wasn'tatpeace,infactitwasbeatingatahigh

pace.Iwasscared,nervous.IknowIlostZwe

thedayhemarriedIminam,butI'vebeenin

denialhopingthathewouldleaveherandthat

wewouldhaveachanceagain,that'swhyI

stuckaroundallthistimeasmuchasithurtme

eachandeverytimeIhadhope.Hopethathe

wouldchooseme,butrightnowIdon'tknow

whereIstandandithurtssobadly.Myphone

beepedanditwashim,sendingmethelocation.

Iplacedmyphonebackonmybedside,itwas

stillmorning.Myoffday,soIsleptagain.

WhenIwokeupfrommypowernapitwas

aroundtwelvesoIgotoutofbedandopened

myblindsalongwiththewindowsthenmade

mybedbeforegoingtotakealongbathto

destress.Ididn'tbotherdressingup,Iworea

pairofblacksweatpantswithablacktshirt

alongwithmyfurrslides.Myhairwascombed

upinabun,Iworemywatchandwent



downstairs.Iwashomealone,myparentswere

outwelldadhadacaseinJhbsomomleftwith

him.Iwenttothekitchenandhadcerealeven

thoughitwasafternoonalreadythengrabbeda

bottleofwaterbeforeleaving.

Arrivingatthecoffeeshop,Iparkedmycarand

textedhimthatIhadjustdrovein.Hetoldme

hewasalreadyinsidesoIshouldjoinhim.I

checkedmyselfinthemirrorandappliedlabello,

grabbedmybagandshadesthenmademyway

inside,hewassittinginthefarcornerbusyon

hisphone.Iapproachedthetablehewassitting

byandhelookedupwhenIwascloseby,stood

uptohugmethensatdownafteropeningthe

chairforme.

Me:"Thankyou"Itookofftheshades,hesat

down

Him:*nods*"Iorderedsomejuiceforusisthat

chilled?"



Me:"Yeahsure,youwantedustotalk?"

Him:"YesIdid"thewaitercamewithourorder

andleft,Iplacedthestrawintomyglass.AsI

wasabouttotakeasip"you'rewearingyour

ring"Ilookedatmyhand

Me:"Yes"Iremovedmyhandfromthetableto

mythigh"amInotsupposedto?"

Him:"That'snotwhatI'msaying"

Me:"thenwhatareyousayingZweli?"Iwas

startingtogethostile

Him:"Tashcanyoucalmdownplease?"I

breathedout"Thankyou"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"NoI'msorry"hesighed

Me:"Whatfor?"

Him:"Breakingyourheart,givingyoufalse

hope,wastingyourtime..."



Me:"Idon'tunderstand"helookedasidethen

downonhisdrinkasheswirledthestrawinhis

glassbeforelookingupatmeagain

Him:"I'vedecidedtoletgoofthewhole

polygamything"Iswallowedhard"Irealized

thatthiswholethinghasbeenhurtingthetwo

ofyou,moreespeciallyyouandIcan'tkeep

doingthat.Ican'tkeephurtingyou,youdeserve

more"

Me:"Zwelibanziyouarebeingvivid"

Him:"I'vedecidedtoletyougo,wearen'tgood

foreachother.WellmorelikeI'mnotgoodfor

you"myeyesstartedgettingglassyandIbitmy

liptryingtoholdbackthetears

"Youarebreakingupwithme?"Isaidthatwith

myvoicebreakinginbetweenIwasalready

gettingemotional

Him:*sighs*"TashpleaseI'mdoingthisfor

yousoyoucanbehappy"Iblinkedandthetears



fell

Me:"withoutyou?"Iwipedmywetcheeks

"ZweliyouknowIloveyouyetyoukeephurting

meeachandeverytimeyoudothistome.What

isitthatI'mdoingwrong?TellmeZwe,whatis

itthatshe'sdoingrightwhichI'mclearlynot

doingsinceI'malwaysonthereceivingend"

Him:"Tashpleasedon'tmakeanyharderthan

italreadyis,Iwantyoutobehappy!"

Me:"howamIsupposedtodothatwithoutyou

Zweli?Ndenzenikuwe?"(WhatdidIdotoyou?)

Him:"Natasha,I'mnotgoodforyou"

Me:"that'sbullshitdammit!"Ibangedonthe

table

Him:"Youseethatrightthere,Ican'tdealwith

that.NatashayouandItogetheraretoxic,yes

ourbondisstrongbutourflawsaren'tagood

mix.Wearetoxictoeachother"



Me:"okayI'msorryit'sjustthat..."

Him:"noTashstop,Ihavemyownissuesto

dealwithandIsuggestyoudothesame.You

havebottledupangerinsideyou,it'slikeyou're

tickingtimebomb"

Me:"Ididn'tmeantoshoutbabyplease"he

brushedhisfacewithhishandsasssignof

frustration"Zwe..."Isaidsoftly,helookedupat

meandhiseyeswerebloodshotred

Him:"stop,juststop.IloveyouyesbutIlove

youenoughtoletyougocauseIcannotmake

youhappy,I'mweakwhenitcomestoyouso

pleasejuststopandletmedothis"

Me:"ZwelibanziIloveyou!I'llgotoacounsellor

orsomething,Ipromiseyou.Youhurtmeyes,

weneedtoworkonthis,Ican'tletyougoZweli.

Irefuse"hestarredatmeanddidn'tsayaword.

•

•



LIFAMOHALE

∆

ThedayoutwithBabalwawasamazing,each

andeverytimeIspendtimewithhershejust

makesmefallinlovewithherevenmore.Even

afterwhathappenedtohershe'sstillan

amazingpersonwithsomuchlovetogive,yesI

knowaboutwhatherfatherdid.Themanwas

wellknownandthecasewasinthenewsa

coupleoftimes,whenIsawheroncampusI

couldseeshewasfamiliarIjustcouldn't

rememberwhereIknewherfacefromuntil

furtheroninourfriendshipbutIdidn'twantto

bringitup.Idon'twanthertothinkIhave

ulteriormotiveswhenIdon't,she'lltellmewhen

sheisreadyandtrustsmefully.

IwasonmywayhomefromworkandboywasI

tired!Iworkedasawaiteratsomefancy

restaurantinSeaPoint,soIsometimesbring

foodforBandilewhenthere'ssomeleftovers



fromlunchasweareprovidedwithlunch.I

walkedintotheyardandknockedatthehouse,

SisBusiopened

Her:"OhLifait'syou"shelookedback"Andile,

yourbrotherishere!"Shelookedbackatme

"comeinplease,Iwasabouttodishup"

Me:"nothankyou,Ijustwannawashthelittle

guyandsleep"

Her:"Iunderstand,mustbetiredfrombeingon

yourfeetthewhole..."

"Bhuti!"Heburstthroughandjumpedonme,I

pickedhimupastiredasIwas

Me:"Ousani"IlookedatSisBusi"Thankyou,

I'llgiveyouthemoneyendofthismonthalong

withtherent"

Her:*nods*"Okay"

Me:"Goodnight"sheclosedthedoorandIput

Andiledown"youhadagooddaywithSonke?"



Him:*nods*"andwewenttochurchwithBusi

thensayaemallandsheboughtusicecream"

wewalkedtothebackofthehouse,welivedin

abungalow

Me:"I'msureyouenjoyedthat,Iknowhow

muchyouloveicecream"henoddedwitha

hugesmileplasteredonhisface,Iopenedthe

doorforusandhegotinsodidI.

Iclosedthewindowsandcurtainsthen

switchedonthelights,Bandilewassittingon

ouronesittercouchwatchingTV.

Me:"Ibroughtyoufoodfromwork"Isaid

platingupforhim

Him:"naweuzotya?"(Youalsogoingtoeat)

Me:"I'lleatthebreadfromyesterday,thisone

isforyoutoenjoy"Igavehimthechickenalong

withsomefingerfoodandsandwiches

Him:"enkosibhuti"(thankyou)heatewhile

watchingtvandIsatonthecampingchair



watchinghim.

AslongashewasfedandhappythenI'mgood,

itisallIwantforhimtohaveabetterlifethanI

didbecauseIneverhaditisespeciallyaftermy

parentsdiedandIhadtolookafterhim.Iwent

tobedhungrysohecouldeat,hewillnever

sufferforaslongasIliveever!

"Bhuti,ndihluthi"(I'mfull)Ilookedathisplate

andtherewasstillsomeleft

Me:"Okay,you'lltakethattoschooltomorrow"

Him:*smiles*"ewe"

Hestoodupandgothislunchboxfromthe

cupboardthenputhisleftoversintherebefore

placingitinourtinyfridge.Ipouredhimjuice

andfixedmyselfapeanutbuttersandwichwith

sometea,myphonerangasIsatdownabout

toenjoymyfood.IlookedatthecallerID,sigh

"Mafa"Ianswered



Him:"Ijustsentyoumoneyforrentandfor

Bandile'sschoolfees"

Me:"whenareyoucoming?"

Him:"Lifamfethu,youknowmylifeisthisside.

Ican'tleavemykidhere"

Me:"Webothknowthat'snotwhatiskeeping

youapho"(there)

Him:"I'mnotgettingintothisagain,youchose

yourwayandIchosemine.Stopjudgingthe

wayIlive"

Me:"Evenwhenitputsmeindanger!?"

Him:"fuckmandon'tyell,justtakecareofour

littlebrotherandfinishyourstudies"

Me:"Niggayoushouldbeheredoingthattoo"

Him:"I'mnotcleverlikeyouLifa,Iamgoodat

whatIdo"

Me:"Andwhenyougetcaught?Mafastop

beingselfishIneedyoubru,theycouldshoot



meherethinkingit'syou"

Him:"thatwon'thappened"

Me:"wakeup!Thisistherealworld,youwill

getcaught!Infactstopsendingmeblood

money!"

Him:"Don'tforgetI'molderthenyouLifa"I

clickedmytongue

Me:"by5minutes!"

Him:"justgiveBandilethedamnphoneand

stoptalkingshittome"Ihandedthephoneto

Andileandatemyfood.

AftereatingIputthekettleonandwashedthe

dishesfromlastnightalongwithtoday'sdishes,

washingdishesisnotsomethingIenjoydoing.I

trybyallcoststoavoiduntilit'sstartpillingup

thenIwashthem,whenIfinishedwiththe

dishesBandilewasstillonthephone.

"Saybyeyouneedtowashandsleep"Isaidto



Bandilethenwentoutsidetothebathroomand

gotthesmalltubwewashinfilleditwithsome

waterandbroughtitinside,hewasalready

undressing.

HewashedquicklyandIcleanedupafterhim,

assoonashegotintobedheslept.Iwashed

toothengotintobed,IrememberedIhaven't

beenonmyphonesincemorning.Ihad2

messagesfromBabalwaandamissedcallthen

thebanknotificationfrommytwinbrother,I

decidedtotextBabalwa.Ididn'thaveenough

airtimetocallher.

h̀eybaby,sosorryIwasoutofreachtoday.

Workwashectictodaỳsent

òhhi,Imissedyoùshereplied̀wellIstilldo,

can'twaittoseeyoutomorroẁ anotherone.

Ismiledbeforereplyingagain.

Ìmissyouevenmoremyqueen,howwasyour

day?̀Iwasstartingtogetdrowsythetiredness



waskickingin

ìtwasjustaSunday,didsomestudyingbutallI

canthinkofisourdateyesterday.Ilovedit̀she

replied

Ì'mgladyoudid,wearegoingtohavemoreof

thosedon'tworrybeautiful̀sent̀babyI'mreally

tired,I'llseeyoutomorrowokay?Goodnight̀

shereadthembutdidn'treplỳbabe?̀

g̀oodnight s̀hefinallyreplied

Ìloveyoùsent.Iknewshewasn'tgoingto

replytothatbutIsentitanywaythenslept.

Insert33 [SHORT]

∆

ZWELIBANZI

•

Ican'tdealwiththefactthatIambreakingher

heartagain,aftereverythingwehavebeen

through.EventhoughIdidn'taskshewasthere



forme,stillgivesmeunconditionalloveeven

whenItreatherliketrashbutshedeserves

moreandIcan'tgiveherthat.Onedayshe'll

realizeIwasdoingthisforhernotme,ending

thingsbetweenusisallforhertofinallybe

happybecauseI'mfailingtodothat.

AfterthelittleargumentwithherIdecidedto

leave,itwaspointlessstayingtheretryingtobe

civilbecausewekeptonbickeringwitheach

otherbutonethingItookfromthatmeetingI

hadwithherwasthatIwastiredandIwanted

waspeace.Idon'tneedawomanrightnow,I've

beenthroughsomefuckedupshitandIjust

needtimeout,thereforeIthinkit'sbestIlet

bothwomango.Idon'tknowwhatIwant,it's

evidenttomebutuntilthenIneedtoletthese

twowomanlivetheirliveswithoutgrowingany

hatredtowardsmebecauseI'mhurtingthem,I

can'thavethatIhavekidstothinkofandthis

situationisn'thealthyformeorthemtherefore



I'mwalkingawayfromit.

WhenIarrivedatthehousethekidsweretaking

anapandIminamwasbusywithBabalwa

"Hi"IsaidasIenteredtheloungearea,they

greetedrightback"macanItalktoyou?"

Her:"Okayboy"

Me:"Inprivateplease"

"UmmmhBabalwalet'sgotothekitchen"

Iminamsaidasshestoodup,Ilookedather

Me:"Don't"Ilookedatma"canwegotoyour

roomoroutside?"Shelookedatmeconcerned

Her:"ofcoursebaby"shestoodupandtook

myhand"let'sgo"

Wewalkedoutofthehouseandwenttothe

backyardbythepool

Her:"What'swrongmntanam?"Shesatdown

onthechairIsatnexttoher



Me:*sighs*"everythingmama,Ican'ttakeit

anymore"

Her:"Talktome"

Me:"I'vemadesomechoicesoverthepastfew

monthsthatwererushed,Iwasinabadspace

butnowI'mtryingtorecollectmyselfandlivea

lifethatwillmakemehappybecauseI'mnot

happyma"

Her:"isitthemarriage?"Inodded"ohbaby

*sighs*Iknewyouweren'treadyforitbutyou

areoldenoughtomakeyourownchoicessoI

letyoudowhatyouwantedeventhisconverting

thingwhichIneverunderstoodbutifyouaren't

happymntanamthentalktoher.Thisisn't

somethingyoucanhide"

Me:"That'sthethingmamasheisn'tdoing

anythingwrong,I'mtheproblem.I'mjustnot

happywithmylifeatthemoment,I'mnotat

peacewiththewaythingsareandIjustwantto



bealone"

Her:"AreyousureaboutthisKumkani?"

Me:"Yesma"

Her:"Youaregoingtobreakthatgirl'sheart"

Me:*sigh*"I'llbebreakingitevenmoreifIkeep

givinghermyemptyself"shenodded

Her:"Sowhatdoyouwanttodo?"

Me:"Wearegoingtomoveout,I'llgethera

placetostaywiththegirlsanythingsheneeds

I'llprovidebutI'mnotstayinginthemarriage"

Her:"boyareyousure?"

Me:"positive"

Her:*sighs*"ohkodwaZweliIwishyouhadn't

rushedintothis,thepoorgirlwillbeshattered

andyouconvertedfornothing"Ishookmyhead

Me:"meconvertinghadnothingtodowithher

andeverythingtodowithmyselfma,Inever



consideredmyselfaChristianbutislamis

somethingIalwaysfeltstronglyaboutIjust

neverknewhowtogoabouttakingthestepof

becomingaMuslimbutnowIamandI'mhappy

withthatdecision"

Her:"okaykehboyaslongasyouunderstand

theconsequenceofwhatyouaredoing"

Me:"Idomama"

Her:*sigh*"let'sgoinside"

Me:"Yougo,I'llstayouthereforawhile"

Her:"Andsupper?"

Me:"I'mnothungryma,Ijustneedsomespace

rightnow"shenoddedagainbeforewalking

away

IknowwhatI'mdoing,Ican'tjustifymyfeelings

forthemsoI'llratherleavebothofthemtolive

theirlivescauseI'mmessedupatthemoment.

Ijustneedtofocusontakingcareofmykids,



getmylawdegreeandfuckenmakeasuccess

ofmyselfwithoutdragginganybodydown

becauseIdon'tknowwhatthefuckthatIwant!

Insert34
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BABALWA

•

Theyearwasslowlycomingtoanend,whata

rollercoasterrideithasbeen!Buttheimportant

thingwasIamhappyandhealing .The

dynamicsathomehadchangedabit,nowit

wasonlymomandI.Bhutimovedoutwithhis

family,wellnotreallywiththemcausehe

separatedwithIminamwhichcameasa

shockertomehonestlyandwhatshockedme

morewasthefactthathebrokeupwithherto

besingle!?Imeanyouguysknowmybrother,I

thoughtitwasallforNatashabutIwaswrong.

Hecurrentlylivesinhisownbachelorpadwhile



Iminamliveswiththetwinsinacomfortable

homewiththreebedroomspaidforbyhim.I

don'tknowbutIaskmyselfwhyNatashanever

gotallthatbutagainit'snonofmybusinessI'm

justa"kid"right?

AtthemomentIcanhonestlysaythatIam

happy,trulyam.ThingsbetweenLifaandIare

amazing,Ifeelmyselfdevelopingstrong

feelingsforhim.Wantingtobearoundhimall

thetime,wantingtohearfromhimeachand

everysecondwhenweareawayfromeach

other,hejustmakesmesohappy.Youknow

mytherapistAshleytoldmeheshouldn'tbemy

onlysourceofhappiness.ThatIshouldbe

happywithmefirstandlovemyselfbeforeIgo

outtoexternalsourcesandI'vedoneallthat,

yesI'mstillhealingbutIcannowlookinthe

mirrorandbetotallysatisfiedwithwhatstarring

backatmeandnotjudgemyselfbecauseofmy

pastexperiences.IlovetheroadI'monhonestly.



"BabyyouknowI'mgoingtothechurch

conferencetodayandI'mcomingbackon

Friday"InoddedwithfoodinmymouthwhileI

browsedthroughmynotes.Iwaswritingmy

lastpapertoday"Idon'tthinkyou'regoingtobe

okayherebyyourselfsopleasegotoyour

brother'shouseorI'llaskhimtocomehere"I

lookedatherasshesippedhertea

Me:"mamaI'mfine,I'mnotababyyouknow"

Her:"Vuyelwathishouseistoobigformeto

leaveyouonyourown,oryoucancomewith

metothechurchconference"

Me:"What?Noo"Istoodupwithmybowl"I'm

writingmylastpapertodayandIjustwantto

relaxmamaplease"

Her:"Thechurchconferencewilldoyougood

baby"

Me:"Idon'twanttogoma"Iplacedmybowlin

thesink



Her:"Okayfine,butyouaregoingtoyour

brother'shouse"

Ididn'tsayanythingIjustwenttositbackdown

andbrowsethroughmynotes

"youshouldgopack,youcandothisinthecar"

Me:"Mamaplease"

Her:"Okay"Istoodupwithmynotesandwent

togositintheloungesoIcouldreviseinpeace!

"Wearegoingtoleavein5minutes!"

Me:"Yesma"

Ibrieflywentthroughmynotesthenwenttogo

puteverythinginmyroom.Tookmycellphone,

studentcard,2pensandapencil.Iplaced

everythinginmysmallhandbagthenwentout

ofmyroom,mamawascomingoutofherstoo

busylookingthroughherpurse

"BabyyouknowIcan'tfindmycarkeys,Ican

swearIputtheminherewhenIgothome



yesterday"shesaidstillbusy

Me:"They'reinthecupholderinthelounge,you

leftthemthere"

Her:"Andmycellph..."

Me:"sameplace,I'llwaitforyououtside"

Her:"Okay"

Iwalkedoutwhilesherushedaround,whenshe

finallycameoutwewentoff.Allroadsledto

campusthenshewouldgorunherownerrands.

"I'llsendyousomemoneyincaseyouneed

anything"

Me:"Youdon'thavetomama,Zwelisendsme

anallowanceeverymonth"

Her:"Isitstillenough?"

Me:"Yesma"

Her:"Okaywellifyouneedanythingjustsend

meamessageokaybaby?"Sheparkedinfront



ofthestudentgate,InoddedwhileIunstrapped

mysafetybeltthentookmybagfrommyfeet

"ubhalekakuhlemntanam"(writewellmybaby)

Me:"enkosimama"(thankyouma)Ikissedher

cheek"enjoyyourconference"wehugged

Her:"behaveendlinikwaZweli"(atZweli's

house)Iopenedthedoor

Me:*chuckles*"whenhaveIevermisbehaved"

Her:"JustbehaveBabalwa"

Me:"Don'tworry,Iwill"Igotoffthecar"love

you"

Her:"Iloveyoutoobaby,bye"

Me:"Byema"Iclosedthedoor.

AsIwalkedintocampusIheardavoicecallout

myname,IturnedbackanditwasLifa.Ismiled

ashewalkedtowardsme.

"Heyyou"hesaidashehookedhisarmonmy

shouldertobringmeintoasidehanganda



quickpeckontheforehead

Me:"Hi"Iwrappedmyarmacrosshiswaist

andwewalkedlikethat

Him:"soareyoureadyforourlastpaper?"

Me:"Justwannagetdone,tiredofthelate

nights"

Him:"Tellmeaboutit,I'mexhaustedplus

havingtoworkonweekends.I'mjustgladthis

isourlasthopenonofushastowritea

supplementary"

Me:*chuckles*"Thatwilljustbeaslaponthe

face"

Him:"AnywaybabyrememberyoutoldBandile

you'dseehimsoon?"Inodded"Wellhekeeps

askingwhenthatsoonwillbe"

Me:"OmgItotallyforgot"

Him:"It'sokay,youcancomehomewithme

todaythenyoucanfinallyputmeoutofmy



'whenisBabalwacoming'misery"

Me:"itcan'thavebeenthatbad"

Him:*chuckles*"I'mseriousokay"Ilookedat

himandshookmyhead"let'ssitoverthere"he

pointedatanemptybenchnexttoourwriting

hall.

Whenwesatdownhetookouthisbookthena

lunchboxwithgrapesandhandedthemtome

Me:*smiles*"Thankyou"

Him:"You'rewelcome"

Me:"Wewilleatthemtogetherright?"He

shookhishead

Him:"NobabyI..."

Me:"YesyouwillLifaI'mnotgoingtoeat

alone"

Him:"Okay"

Itookoutmyphoneandlookedthroughslides



asIatethegrapeswhilehestudiedfromhis

bookanddidthesame.Afterawhilewehadto

gointothewritingcentre,gotthereandwrote.

LetmejustsayIneverwanttoseethatpaper

everinmylifeagain!That'showIwilldescribe

it.

"Howwasit?"Heaskedashecameout,I

finishedfirstandwenttowaitoutsideforhim.I

justshookmyheadandhelaughed"itcan't

havebeenthatbadangel"hetookmyhandand

webeganwalking

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutit"

Him:"OkayI'msorry"

Me:"Wherearewegoing?"

Him:"Bandile"

Me:"CanIgobuysomethingforhimfirst?

Don'twanttoarriveemptyhanded"

Him:"Noyoudon'thavetoBabalwa"



Me:"Please"Istoppedwalking,hesighed

Him:"Fine"

WewenttothestudentcentreandIbought

somestuffforuswhichheputinhisbackpack

togetherwithmyhandbagbecausewewere

goingtousethetrainandaccordingtohimit

wasn'tsafe.Iwasn'tabouttoargue.Whenwe

arrivedinKhayelitshawhichImightaddwasmy

veryfirsttimethereIdidn'tleavehisside.We

wentstraighttowherehelives,whichwasa

bungalowherented.

"It'snothingfancy,notwhatyou'reusedtobut

it'sallIcouldafford"hesaidasheunlockedthe

door

Me:"It'sokay"henoddedandopenedthedoor

Him:"Welcometomyhome"

IgotinandtriednottolookaroundbutI

couldn'thelpmyselfanditwasn'tbadorshabby.

Everythingwasinplacewithabedinthefar



corner,wardroberightnexttoitthensome

openspaceandatinytablewhichhadtheTV-

setandaonesittercouch.Bythedoorwasthe

cupboardwiththetwoplatestoveontopofit,

tinysinkandacutelittlefridgerightnexttoit.

"Wellthisiscute"Ifinallysaidwithasmileon

myfaceasIwalkedtothecouch

Him:*clearsthroat*"it'snotmuchbut..."

Me:*smiling*"stopdoingthat,I'mnotasnob"

hebreathedout

Him:"Iknowyou'renotbaby,Ijust..."

Me:"Where'sthelittleguy?"Hecheckedhis

wristwatch

Him:"Wellit'sonlyaround11,histransport

shouldbeherearound2"Inoddedandreached

fortheremote,switchedtheTVonandsurfed

throughthechannels."I'llgobuyussome

coldrink"



Me:*nods*"Okay"

Him:"yougonnabefineherealone?Oryou

gonnacomewithme?"

Me:"I'llstay"hewalkedtowardsmeand

croucheddowninfrontofme

Him:*smiles*"Thankyou"

Me:"Whatfor?"

Him:"forbeingamazing"

Me:*giggles*"youalwayssaythat"

Him:"Causeit'strue"heheldmyhandsand

kissedthem"andI'llneverstopsayingthatno

matterwhat,myfeelingsforyouwillstaythe

sameifnotgrowstronger"hemovedcloserto

me"canIkissyouplease?"Ibitmybottomlip

Me:"Idon'tknow,I..."Ididn'tevengettofinish

whatIwasbabblingonaboutbecausehe

attackedmylipswhichmademefreeze.Ididn't

knowwhattodo,I'veneverkissedaguybefore



hellheisthefirstguytoevergetthiscloseto

me.Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:"I'msorrybaby,Ijust...I'msorryokay?"

Me:"I'veneverbeenkissedbefore"

Him:"Iknow"

Me:"Youknow?"Henodded"OhIdidn'trealize

itwasevident"

Him:"It'snothingtobeashamedof,Ijust..."He

sighed"YouknowhowstronglyIfeelaboutyou

right?I'dneverhurtyou,atleastnot

deliberately"Inodded"I'llwaituntilyouare

ready"I'mready!I'mreadyrightnow!Iwantto

kissyoutooIjustdon'tknowhow!WhatifI

embarrassmyself?"baby?"

Me:"Mh?"

Him:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantomakeyou

uncomfortable.Itwon'thappenedagain,I'll

controlmyselffromtheurgetohaveyour



tenderlipsagainstlips...AllI'msayingisI'll

controlmyself"

Me:*swallows*"I...Iwantyouto"helookedat

mequizzically

Him:"Wantmetowhat?"Ilookedatmyhands

whichweretightlyheldbyhis

Me:"tokissme"

Him:"lookatme"Idid"I'mnotpressuringyou

intoanythingpleasedon'tfeelrushedI..."

Me:"PleaseLifa"heslowlylickedhislipswhile

lookingmeintheeyethenloweringhiseyesto

mylipsthenbackuptomyeyesagain

Him:"Yousure?"Inodded

Me:"Yes"heswallowed

Him:"Okay,stopmeifyounotcomfortable

withanything"Inodded,hebreathedout.

Suddenlyheseemednervous

Me:"Youdon'thavetoifyoudon'twantto"



Him:"What?Nooobaby,Ijustwant...Never

mind"hecuppedmyfaceandbroughtitcloser

tohis.

Histouchmademeclosemyeyes,hebrushed

hislipsoverminethenplacedasoftpeckon

themandIfelthimmovethemalittlebeforeI

felthislipsagainstmineagainandhetookmy

bottomlipintohisslowlysuckingonitanddid

thesametomytoplip

"justfollowmylead"hesaidinbetweenthisand

IdidtooslowlytomakesureIdidn'tmessup

andbeforeIknewit,itcamenaturallyandit

broughtaboutforeignfeelingsinsidemethen

hestoppedtolookatme"youokay?"Islowly

noddedandhesmiled"I'llgogetthatcoldrink"I

noddedagainbeforeheplacedasoftpeckon

mylipsagainandstoodup.

AssoonashewalkedoutIplacedmyfingers

onmylips,Icouldn'tbelieveIjusthadhislips

againstmine!Anditfeltthatgood!Istarted



smilinglikearetardtomyself,IthinkIwantto

doitagainImeanitfeltgood,itfeltright!I

didn'twanttostopbuthedid,whydidhe?

Maybehedidn'tlikethewayIwaskissinghim?

OrmaybeIjustwasn'tdoingitthewayhe

exceptedmeto.

Iwanttogohome,rightnow!I'veembarrassed

myself!Ilookedforhisbackpackanditwason

thebed,Iopeneditandtookmybagout.His

phonerangwhileIwasbusy,itwaswritten

Mafa.Ididn'tknowifIshouldanswerornotsoI

decidednotto.NotwhileIwascrying,no!Itook

myphoneoutofmybag,Iwasgoingtocallan

uberandleavebeforehecomesback.

"Whatareyoudoing?"Ishutmyeyesstill

lookingdownatmyphone.Iheardthedoor

shutthenIlookedup"Babe?"Heputthe

coldrinkandvetkoekshehadboughtonthe

cupboardandrushedtowardsme"Whyareyou

crying?"



Me:"Ijustwannagohome"heenvelopedme

intohisarms

Him:"What'swrong?Talktome"hepulledput

outofthehugandwipedmywetcheeks"Mh?"

Me:"Youdidn'tenjoythekiss?"

Him:"What?"Helookedatmeconfused

Me:"Thekiss!Youdidn'tenjoyit,that'swhyyou

stoppedandwentofftotheshopbecause.."

Him:"whoah!Yima"(wait)"areyoukiddingme

rightnow?DoyouknowhowlongIwaitedfor

thatkisstohappened?OfcourseIenjoyedit,I

enjoyedeveryminuteofitbaby"

Me:"Thenwhydidyoustop?"

Him:"Youdidn'twantmetostop?"Ishookmy

headandhesmiled"youshouldhavesaidso

'Lifadon'tstop"hemimickedmyvoiceandI

giggled"I'msorryIstopped"hepeckedmylips

"Ididn'twanttobutIhadtoforcertainreasons



whichIwon'tgetintobuttrustmewhenIsay

you'reagreatkisserandIwanttodoitagain"

Me:*smiles*"metoo"

Him:*smirks*"really?"Inodded"Ithought

you'dbeshybutno,notatallandIlikethat.

Nexttimepleasebeopenwithmeokay?"I

noddedandhecuppedmyfacebeforeplanting

yetanotherkissonmylipsthenpulledout"now

I'mnotstoppingcauseIdidn'tenjoythatI'm

stoppingbecauseI'mhungry"

Me:*giggles*"Okay,Iseeyouboughtmy

favourite"

Him:"Always,haveasit"hepeckedmylipsand

openedacampchairnexttothecouchIwas

sittingonbeforeservingmeavetkoekwitha

coldglassofcoke

Me:"Thankyou"hesatdownnexttome

Him:"Anytimebaby"



Weatewhilewatchingtv,thenchilledwhile

conversingbackandforthbeforethedoorburst

openandaboyraninsidewearinghisschool

uniformscreaming"bhuti".ItwasBandile,Lifa

introducedusbeforeinstructinghimtotakeoff

hisuniformthengavehimhisvetkoekand

somedrink.Hekeptontalkingthough,he

wouldn'tstopbutonethingapersoncouldpick

upwashowmuchthislittleboylovedhisolder

brother.Everythingwasbhutithis,bhutithat,

andthenbhutididthis itwasjust

admirablebuthisbrotherwasjealoushe

instructedhimtogoplayoutside.

"Sorryaboutthat,hedoesn'tstop"

Me:*smiles*"Iwasenjoyinghiscompany,you

know"

Him:"Ofcourse,youcouldn'tstoplaughing.

Youdon'tevenlaughthatmuchwhenItellyou

myjokes"hepretendedtosulk



Me:*giggles*"youcan'tseriouslybejealousof

an8yearold"hefoldedhisarmsacrosshis

chest"okayokayI'msorry,I'mallyoursnow"I

peckedhischeekandhesmiled"so?"Heshook

hishead"baaabe!"Helookedatmewithahuge

smileplasteredonhisface

Him:"Didyoujustcallmebabe!?"Inodded

slowlyhestoodupandpickedmeupbefore

swingingmearoundthenputmedown"canwe

justmakethisofficial?Pleasebemygirlfriend,I

knowthisisn'tthemostidealwayto..."

Me:"IthoughtIwasalreadyyourgirlfriend"he

lookedatmeinexcitement

Him:"What!?"Inodded"nosayitsoIbelieveit"

Me:"I'llbeyourgirlfriendLifa"

Him:*smiles*"AndI'llbeyourboyfriend!?"I

nodded,hehuggedmetightly"you'vejustmade

mesooohappy"helookedatme"Thankyouso

muchforgivingmeachance"hepeckedmy



lips"Iloveyousomuch,youwon'tregretthis"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Him:"Fuck!Ijustwannascreamthat'show

happyIam"hekissedmeunexpectedlylikehe

wassohappyitmademehappytoo"Iwon't

hurtyou,Iloveyoutoomuchtohurtyou"

Me:"Ihopeso"

Him:"Let'ssitdown"wesatonthebed"Ihave

atwinbrotherwhostaysbackhome,heisa

troublemakerbutyeahwearefamily.Hisname

isMafa,heistheoldest.Weareonly3boys,no

girls.MymotherwasaSothowoman,

MmaThabowhichisBandile'sSothoname,

ThabothatisandmyfatherwasaXhosaman,

Thozamile.Theynevergotmarriedbutwere

togetheruntiltheirlastday.Theybothdiedina

carcrash,Bandilewasonly3yearsoldatthe

time"hesighed"webeenlivingonourown

since,familymembershelpedhereandthere.I



don'thaveanyothernamejustLifaMohale,it's

aXhosanamewhichIgotfrommyfathermany

mistakeitfortheSothoonebeingLefawithan

'e'butyeahthat'saboutit.Ifendformybrother

andI"

Me:"Wow,I'msorryaboutyourparents.What

you'redoingforBandileisamazing,remindsme

ofmybrother"

Him:"Oh?"

Me:"Yeah,he...Hehasdonealotforme"I

clearedmythroat"LifaI...Iwas.."Myphone

rang,itwasZweli."Bhuti?"

Him:"nyuti?WherethehellareyouBabalwa

I'vebeenwaitingforyouatthehouse!Where

areyou!?"

Me:"Ummmbhuti,I'msorryIlosttrackoftime"

Him:"WhereareyousoIcanfetchyou

Babalwa?"IswallowedandlookedatLifathen

atmywristwatchitwasaroundto7



Me:"I'lluberhomebhutindiyeza"

Him:"Babalwauphi!?"

Me:"I'mcoming"Iquicklyhung"mybrotheris

waitingformeathome"

Lifa:"Shitbaby!"

Me:"I'lluberhome,I'lljustsayIwentoutwith

Fanisa"

Him:"okay,letmegogetBandilewhileyou

orderanuber"

Herushedoutside.
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AsIwaitedfortheubertocomeIsentZwelia

messagetellinghimIhadgoneoutwithFanisa

andlosttrackoftimebutIwouldbehomesoon,



justsohecouldstopstressing.Iplacedallmy

stuffinmybagandLifacamebackinsidewith

Bandile.

"Sisiuyahamba?"Bandileaskedassoonashe

sawmybagnexttome

Me:*nods*"butI'llcomeseeyouagainvah?"

Him:"Nini?"(When)

Me:"Soon"

Him:"Ha.awenasisixawusithisoonuzaaftera

longtime"(whenyousaysoonyoucomeaftera

longtime)

Me:*smiles*"notthistimearoundnyannyan"

heheldouthispinkyandIhookedminearound

his"Ipromise"

"Areyougonnabeokaybaby?"LifaaskedandI

nodded"Areyousure?Idon'twantyougetting

introublebecauseofme,lastthingIwantisto

beonyourbrother'sbadside"



Me:"Hewon'tknow,relax"

Him:"HowcanIrelaxwhen..."

Me:"Babyit'sfinereally"hesmiled

Him:"Fine"

Wesatdownandhestartedfixingupsupper

whichwasamusingtomebutcuteatthesame,

heaskedmetolendahelpinghandandI

helpedwherenecessarybutsoonhadtoleave

becausemyuberwasoutside.

"I'mgonnamissyou"hesaidashehandedme

adampclothtowipemyhands

Me:"I'mgoingtomissyoutoo"Iplacedthe

clothonthesinkandhuggedhim

Him:"Yougoingtovisitagainright?"Inodded

withmyheadstillonhischest"Okaybaby,go

beforeyourbrotherblowsagasket"

Me:*giggles*"Okay"Ilookeduptofacehim"I

hadagreatdaytoday"



Him:"Metoobeautiful,I'msohappyyoucame"

hekissedmyforehead"saybyetoBandile"

Ihadforgottenabouthim,hewassointune

withthecartoonsthatwereplayinghewent

completelymute.Icroucheddownoninfrontof

himandhuggedhimgoodbyebeforetellinghim

togethisstufffromLifathatIhadboughthim

earlier.

"Masambebabe"heopenedthedoorand

walkedout,IlookedatBandile

Me:"Sharpneh"

Him:"yougoingtocomebackagaindon't

forget"

Me:*giggles*"Iwon'tforget"

Istoodupandwalkedout,Lifawaswaiting

outsidewithmybag.Hepulledmeafterclosing

thedoorthenstoleaquickkiss only

thendidhewalkmeoutthegate.Heeventook

downthenumberplatebecauseapparentlyyou



canneverbetoocautious.Afterbidding

farewelltheuberdrovemestraighthome,Ipaid

thedriverthengotoffinfrontofthegate.

Zweli'scarwasparkedonthedrivewayandthe

lightswereon,Icheckedthetimeanditwas

justafewminutespast8.

Iquicklysaidasilentprayerbeforegoinginside

thehouse,theTvwasn'ton.Thatmademe

moreanxious,asIpassedthekitchenIcaught

aglimpseofhimsittingonthehighchairbusy

onhisphonewhichheputdownwhenhesaw

me.Ididn'tevenknowifIshouldgreetornot,

that'showintimidatinghewasrightnow

"Uvelaphi?"(Whereareyoucomingfrom)he

finallysaid,Iswallowed.

Me:"IwaswithFanisa,she'sgoingtoJoburg

tomorrowsowedecidedtohangoutbeforeshe

leaves"

Him:"Hangoutwhere?"WhereBabalwa!?



Me:"Uhhbhuti?"

Him:"YouheardmeperfectlyBabalwa,

beniphi?"(Wherewereyoutwo)

Me:"WewenttoKhayelitsha"

Him:"Kha...What!?Babalwaareyouinsane!?

Doyouknowhowdangerousthatplaceis?

Whatifsomethinghappenedtoyoudammit?

Uxelelebanibauyaphi,huh?"(Whodidyoutell

aboutyourwhereabouts)

Me:"Noone"hechuckled

Him:"Yazubokheubeconsiderateofother

people,I'minhereworriedsickaboutyounot

knowinguphiBabalwasincewhendoyoucome

backafterthesungoesdown?Sundiqhela

Babalwa,gopackyourshitsihambe!"

Me:"I'm..."

Him:"Idon'twanttohearit!"

Iswallowedthelumpthatwasinmythroatand



walkedtomyroom,assoonasIgotinside

tearsrusheddownmycheeks.Ihatemaking

himangry,ithurtsme.MyphonerangandI

quicklywipedmytearstocheckwhoitwas,Lifa.

Ideclinedthecallandthrewmyphoneonthe

bedbeforegrabbingmybagandpackingmy

stuffwhenIwasdone,Iwalkedout.

"I'mdone"IsaidasImademywaytowardshim,

helookedatme

Him:"Switchoffthelights"hewalkedtowards

meandtookmybag

Iwentaroundthehouseswitchingoffthelights

beforegoingbacktohim,wewalkedoutandhe

switchedthealarmon.Wequicklymadeour

waytothecarandhedroveoff,thesilenceand

tensionweretoomuch!Iwasevenscaredto

moveorusemyphone,soIlookedoutthe

windowmostofourjourney

"whatdoyouwantforsupper?"Heaskedashe



droveintothemallparking

Me:"Anythingisfine"henodded

Him:"I'llbeback"

Heclimbedoutandleftmeinthecar,Iquickly

reachedformybagandtookoutmyphone.I

hadahandfulofmissedcallsfromLifaand1

message.

Àngel?Iseverythingokay?I'mgettingworried

now,kudalaumkile(youleftalongtimeago)so

youshouldbehomebynowsoIdon't

understandwhyyouaren'tansweringmycalls.

Pleasegetbacktome,Ijustwanttoknowthat

you'rehomesafepleasè

Idecidedtocallhimback,thephonedidn'teven

gettoringbecauseheansweredonthefirst

ring

"Finally!Whydidyouscaremelikethat?Areyou

homesafe?"



Me:"I'msorry,yesIgothomesafe"

Him:"Whatswrong?Youdon'tsoundokay"

Me:"Justthatmybrothergavemeanearfulfor

cominghomelate"

Him:"I'msorrybaby,Ilosttrackoftime.It

won'thappenagain,nexttimewewillevenset

analarm"

Me:*sighs*"Okay"

Him:"Babyaskieskaloku,justapologizetohim

andhe'llbefine"

Me:"Hewon'tgivemeachance"

Him:"I'msurehehascooledoffnow"

Me:"I'lldoitwhenhecomesback,we'reatthe

mall.Wellhewentinside,I'minthecar"

Him:"Goodgirl,Imissyou.Thehouseseems

emptynowwithoutmyGIRLFRIEND"He

emphasizedgirlfriend



Me:*giggles*"Imissyoutooboyfriend"

Him:"feelssogoodknowingyou'reofficially

mygirl,you'vemademesohappy"

Me:"Onlybecauseyoukeepmeoverjoyed"

"Bhutijonga!"IheardBandile'sloudvoiceinthe

background

Lifa:"Jayima,I'mbusy"

"Nonow!!"Hecalledoutagain

Him:"Eishbaby,wewilltalklaterokay?"

Me:"Okay"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:*smiles*"Iloveyoutoo"hehungup

Itfeltsogoodsayingthat,Ihadbeenholding

backthiswholetimebutnowIcouldfinallybe

honestabouthowItrulyfeltabouthimandthe

truthwasIhadfallendeeplyforhim.Ican'tstop

myself,hejustmakesmewanttolovehim



more&moreeachdayandit'sthelittlethings

hedoes.

IsawZweliapproachingthecarandI

composedtheexcitementthathadbuiltup

insidemeafterthatcallwithmyboyfriend

yesmyboyfriend .Hecameinthecar

andhandedmethetakeoutbeforestartingthe

carignition.Iclearedmythroatandhelooked

atme,hehadcalmeddown.

Me:"I'msorryforgoingoutwithoutnotifying

anyone,itwasselfishofme.Ididn'tthinkandI

apologizeforcominghomelate,havingyou

waitformeandhaveyourplansderailed

becauseyoudidn'tknowwhereIwasorifIwas

okay.Ididn'tmeantoworryyoubhutindicela

uxolo"(pleaseforgiveme)

Him:*sigh*"it'sokay,I'msorryforraisingmy

voiceatyoutoo.JustthatIwasworriedsick

aboutyou,youknowIgetoverlyprotective

whenitcomestoyou"



Me:"Andthankyouforthat"

Him:"Greatlet'sgo"

Hebuckledupanddroveoff,theatmospherein

thecarwaslighterandmuchmorecomfortable

now.
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Wedidn'tspendmuchtimebondingthat

evening,Iwastiredsohefixedthesleeping

couchformesinceIdidn'twanttosleepinhis

roomandbesidesIdidn'twanttoinvadehis

spacemuchsoIgotcomfortableonthecouch

withthehugeblankethegavemeandafluffy

pillow.HekeptonaskingifIwasokay,ifIdidn't

wanttotakethebedandlethimsleeponthe

couchbutIassuredhimthatIwasokaywith



thecouchandIhonestlywas.Idon'tknow

whenheleftthelounge,heprobablywentto

sleepwhenhesawthatIwasfinallyasleep.

Zweliworriestoomuchnayeyaz.

Iwokeupthenextmorning,wellIwaswoken

upbyacallfromLifa.

"Morningbeautiful"hisfirstwordsimmediately

whenIansweredthephone,Ismiled

Me:"Heybaby"hechuckled

Him:"hearingyousaythat...MhmmmyeahI

amthemanshame"

Me:*giggles*"Reallynow?Cockysoearlyin

themorning"

Him:"Aaahbabyearly?It'salready8mos"

Me:"Yousoundlikemymomrightnow"

Him:*chuckles*"asIpretendasifIdidn'thear

that,howdidyousleep?"

Me:"Sopeaceful,feelsuperrefreshed.Wena?"



Him:"Ohbaby,knowingyou'reofficiallymine...

Isleptwithasmileonmyface,keptreliving

thosekisses.Justwantedtoknowifyou're

reallymygirl"

Me:*giggles*"YesIam"Ilookedbacktocheck

ifthecoastwasstillclearandindeeditwas"I'm

yours"

Him:"Babalwa"hesuddenlysoundedserious

Me:"Mh?"

Him:*sighs*"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iknowyoudo"

Him:"Idon'tthinkyouunderstandjusthow

muchIdo,justhowmuchIwanttomakeyou

happy"hesighedyetagain"keahorata

Babalwa"(Iloveyou)

Me:*smiles*"IloveyoutooMohale"

Him:"Haveagreatdaybaby,wewilltalkon

WhatsApp.Runningoutofairtime"



Me:"Okay,youtoo.GreetBandileforme"

Him:"Hewenttoschool,I'mallalone.Wishyou

werehere"

Me:"Awwwbaby,don'tworry.Babiwillbethere

soonokay"

Him:*chuckles*"Yeah..."Thenthelinewent

dead

Icheckedthescreenandthecallhadended,I

decidedtocallhimback.

"outofair?"Isaidasheanswered

"Yeahbaby,sorry"hesaidontheotherend

Me:"It'sokay,thankyouforcallingme"

Him:"Comeonyoudon'thaveto.."

Me:"Iwantto"

Him*sighs*"Okaybaby,it'sapleasure"

Me:"Okay,Ihavetogo.Wannamake

breakfast"



Him:"Wishyoucouldmakemesometoo"

Me:"somedayIwill"

Him:"Iknowyouwill,byebaby"

Me:"Bye"

Ihungupandplacedmycellphoneonthe

coffeetablenearthecouch,Ireachedoutfor

theremotesothatIcouldswitchonthetv.The

volumewaslow,Ididn'twanttowakeZweliup.

Iswitchedonmyfavouritechannelthengotup

fromthecouchandwenttogorefreshinthe

bathroombeforegoingbacktotheloungeand

puttingonmygown.Itwasabitcold,whoamI

kiddingitiscoldashellhereIhavenoideawhy

Zweliwouldwanttolivebythebeach!

Ifoldedtheblanketandpillowthenplacedthem

inthewardrobethatwasinthehallwaycloseto

Zweli'sbedroomdoor,Imustsaythatthis

housewascosythoughlikethedesignwas

beautifulandconvenienttoo.Veryspaciousfor



aonebedroomflatbutwhatcanIsay?My

brotherlovesnicethings,Icleanedaroundthe

loungethenmadebreakfast.Zwelimadehis

grandentranceasIwasbusydishingupforthe

twoofus.

"Morninglittlesis"

Me:"Goodmorning,you'relateasusual"he

lookedatthetimeonthewatchthatwas

hangingonthewall

Him:"It'sonlylikepast10andIhavenowhere

tobe"hegotaglassofwater"stopbeinglike

momplease"

Me:"Mhhkay"Ihandedhimhisplate

Him:"Thanks"wewalkedtothelounge"you

sleptokay?"

Me:"YeahIdid"

Him:"I'mtakingthecouchtonight"

Me:"Whateverbro"wedugin,whilewatching



tv.

AfterbreakfasthewashedthedisheswhileI

bathed,Islippedintomyblackjeansandagrey

jacketalongwithmyblackconversesneakers.

Mystylewasverymuchontheboyishside,I

wasn'tallthatcomfortableinskirtsanddresses,

Ifeltexposedinthosebutinjeansnowthatis

whereIfeelcomfortable.

"Putonsomethingnice!Wearegoingtothe

movies"Zwelishouted

"okay!"Iresponded

Ididn'tevenfeellikedressinguptodaythough!I

decidedonmyvintagedenimjean,ablack&

whitestrippedshirtwithmywhitepuma

sneakers.Iironedtheshirtandchangedthe

clothesIhadonatfirst,myhairwasinaneat

highbun.Nomakeup,justtheeyebrowsand

somemascara.

"I'dliketogetdressedtooyouknow"hesaidon



theothersideofthedoor

"AlmostdoneZwe"

Icleanedupaftermyself,puffedafewsprays

ofmyperfumethatmymomboughtmethen

wentoutoftheroom.Zweliwassittingonthe

couch,pressingawayonhisphoneinjusthis

shorts.Hehadjustcameoutoftheshower.

"I'mdone"Isaid

Him:"Finally,nexttimeI'llwashfirst"

Me:"Ididn'teventakelong"hestoodupand

madehiswaytotheroomwhileIsatdownon

thecouch.

IwasonmyphonechattingwithLifaand

Fanisawhilehegotready,mymomsurprisingly

sentatext.ShewascheckinguponZweliandI,

Irepliedtellingherwewerefineandsheshould

justenjoyherselfnoneedtoworryaboutus.

òkaybaby,mommylovesyoùthatwasher



response.

ÌloveyoutoomàIrespondedbeforegoingto

mychats.

Lifawasbeingabigbaby,tellingmehowlonely

hewasatthehouseallbyhimself.Hereally

wantedmetovisithimsoon,IsaidIwould

comeonSaturday.Wellseeingasmomwould

bebackonFridayI'dbegoinghomeonFriday

tooandtherewillbenomoreZwelisoIcould

gotohim.

s̀hoot!BabyIcan'tdoSaturday,I'mworking

remember̀hetexted

òhyeah,Mondaythen?̀Ireplied

ǹobabe,mygoingtostartworkingfulltime

nowsinceweareonlygoingbacktocampusin

Feb̀hetexted

òh,okaytheǹsoIguessIwon'tbeseeing

muchofhim



ìwillseeyouonmyoffdaysangel,Ineedthe

money.Bandileisgoingtospendtheholidays

withmybrotherbackhome,I'mstayingcause

wellIwannabeclosetoyou.Can'tleaveyou

herefor2months,allmyoffdayswillbespent

withyou.Ipromisè anotheronecamethrough

m̀aybeChristmastooifwecaǹIsmiled.

Whateverhedoes,healwayshasmeinmind.I

guessthisishowboyfriendsact?Idon'tknow

butIfeelveryspecialrightnow.Heisreally

makingmefeelpartofhisworld

T̀hankyoubaby,I'dlovethat.Don'tknowabout

theChristmasstorybutwewillseèI

responded

"okaycomelet'sgo"Zwelisaidashegrabbed

hiskeys,Ilockedmyphoneandstoodup

Me:"I'llgogetmypursequickly"

Iquicklygrabbedmypurse,walletandlipgloss

thenweleft.Whenwearrivedatthemallthe



moviewasonlygoingtobegininan45minutes

soZwelipurchasedourticketsthenwewentto

gogrababiteatPrimi.

Ourdaywasprettymuchchilled,weeven

shoppedabitafterthemovie,Zweli'streat

althoughitdidgetjustatinybitawkwardwhen

webumpedintoNatashawhowaswithJunior.

Juniorsawhisfatherandrantohim,with

Natashawhohadtochaseafterhim.

"Higuys"shesaidwhenshefinallygottous,

Juniorwasalreadyinhisfather'sarms

Me:"hey,fancyseeingyouhere"Isaidsmiling

asIembracedherslightly

Her:*smiles*"Fancyseeingyoutoo.Youlook

great"

Me:*blushing*"thankyou"shelookedatZwe

Her:"HiZwe"

Him:"Tash"theyhuggedandIjuststoodthere



lookingawkwaruntiltheypulledout"youtwo

justgethereor?"

Her:"Weactuallyjustgothere,wantedtobuy

misteroverheresomewarmclothesforwinter"

Him:"Ithoughtweagreedondoingthat

together"

Her:"YesbutI'mofftoday,Idon'tknowwhen

I'dgettimeagainbeforeweleaveplusIdidn't

wanttomessupyourplans.Itwasshortnotice"

Him:*clearsthroat*"Fine,I'llsendyousome

moneythenoryoucouldletusjoinyou.We

weregonnaleavebutsinceJuniorisheremight

aswellstay"I'mtiredhello!!!?

Her:"Okay"Zwelilookedatme

Him:"Youdon'tmindright?"ReallyZweli?You

already...Argh!

Me:*smiles*"I'llubertoyourflatit'sfine"I

lookedatTash"greatseeingyou"



Zweli:"Babi..."

Me:"Noit'sokayZweli,staybutI'mtiredsoI'll

leave"

Him:"Yousure?"

Me:"Yes"ItookJuniorfromhimandgavehim

ahug"puttheshoppingbagsinyourcar"

Ileftthemthereandorderedanuber,Imissed

LifathoughsoIthoughtwhynotsurprisehim

andBandile.Iorderedanubertohisaddress

andquicklywenttogetsomethingtoeatatthe

foodcourtforus.

WhenIarrivedinhisneighborhoodIhopedhe

washome,Itookmyphoneandcalledhim

whileIwasstillinsidetheuber.

"Baby?"Heanswered

Me:"Heyuhhhh,canyoucomeoutside?"

Him:"Outside?"

Me:"Yeah"



Him:"Babyrightnow?Outside,asinyouare

outside?"

Me:"Yes,phuma"(comeout)

Ihungupandpaidmydriverthengrabbedthe

bags,Isawhimcomeoutfromthebackthat's

whenIsteppedoutofthecar.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Heaskedhugging

me

Me:"Iwantedtoseeyou"

Him:"Tryingtogetyourbrothertokillmebaby"

hepeckedmylips"youcomingin?"Inodded

"okay"

Hethankedthedriverandtookthetakeaway

bagsfrommethenheldmyhandaswewent

inside

Him:"Thisisanicesurprise,Bandileisgoingto

bechuffed"heopenedthedoorandwewent

inside,Bandilewasonthecouchunderafleece



whichflewtheminutehesawme.

Him:"Sisi!"Heranandflungintomyarms

Me:*giggles*"Hi"

Lifa:"Lethercomeinsidefirst"heletgoofme

butpulledmyhandtothecouch.Lifaclosedthe

door

Bandile:"bhutididn'ttellmeuzozakesana(that

you'recoming),Iwasgoingtodressupnam

bemhle"(andalsolookgood)

Me:*laughs*"it'sasurprisenakuye(forhim

too),hedidn'tknowndiyeza"(I'mcoming)he

coveredmeandhimselfwiththefleeceblanket

Him:"bhutiuzokwenzaamaqandangokusitye

vah"(isgoingtomakeeggsforussowecan

eat)IlookedatLifa

Me:"Babydishupsothatwecaneat,I'mnot

stayinglong"

Him:"Okaybaby"hewinkedatme



BandileandIbondedonthecouchwhilehe

spokeawaywithabsolutelynocareintheworld,

hewasonebubblyhappychild.Weateaftera

whilethenIorderedanuberbackhome,Ireally

wasn'tgoingtostaylong.Ijustwantedtosee

themcauseIreallymissedLifa,Bandilewas

justabonus.

"thankyouforcomingbaby"hesaidaswe

steppedoutsideandclosedthedoor.Heasked

thatwegowaitfortheuberoutsidethe

bungalow

Me:"Youdon'thavetothankme"hepulledme

intoahug

Him:"Wellitmeansalottome"Ilookedupat

himandhepeckedmylips,Ismiledandpecked

hisback"Ilovehowcomfortableandfreeyou

arewithme"Ishyedawayandplacedmyhead

onhischestagain"Norushbabywewillget

thereoneday"Ifelthimsniffthetopofmyhair

"Iloveyouangel"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"hesqueezedmeeven

harderinhisarms

Westayedinthatpositionuntilmyuberarrived

thenIleft,luckilyIgothomebeforeZweli.I

textedLifathateverythingwasgoodbefore

goingtoshowerandsteppingintomypajamas,

Imademyselfacupofhotchocolateandwent

togositinfrontoftheTV.Itwasn'tlongbefore

Zweliwalkedincarryingaweekendbag

followedbyJunior.

"Babzid"heannouncedashecamein

Me:"Euwdon'tcallmethat"Juniorjoinedme

onthecouchandreachedformycup

Zweli:"don'tyoudaregivehimthat"

Me:*chuckles*"worsebauyazithathela

akayinikwandim"(he'stakingitonhisownfree

willI'mnottheonegivingittohim)

Him:"BabalwaI'mserious"hewalkedtohis

room



"Babandiphe?"Junioraskedinthemostcutest

tone,IlookedbackandZweliwasstandingright

behindthecouch

Me:*laughs*"Iwasn'tgoingtogivehim!"

Him:"Mhmmmm,canyoumonitorhimbath

please?Goingtofetchtheshoppingbagsfrom

thecar"Inodded

Me:"Okay"

HewalkedoutandIwenttothebathroomwith

Junior,hedidmostofthebathing.Ihelped

wherenecessary,afterbathingIhelpedhiminto

hispajamasandwewenttohisdadinthe

lounge.Wehadafewsnackssinceeverybody

hadeatenthenitwasbedtimeforeveryone.

Theweekfinallycametoanend,althoughI

enjoyedmyselfImissedhomeandmymom.

Whenwegottothehousemamawasinthe

lounge,Ithrewmyselfontopofher.

"ohBabalwauyasindakodwa"(you'reheavy)



Me:"AhhhmamaImissedyou"Juniorinvited

himselfintothehug

Him:"khulu"mamapushedmeawayand

huggedhim

Me:*giggles*"okaywhenyouwantteayou

mustaskhim"

"Mama"Zwelisaid

Ma:"Heyboy"

Him:"Uright?"Sheclearedherthroat

Her:"Babalwapleasegomakemeacupoftea

baby"

Me:"O-kay"IlookedatZweli"doyouwant

anything?"

Him:"NahI'mgood"

Iwenttothekitchenandgotbusywiththistea,

IheardZwelishoutingalittle.Hekeptonsaying

nothatisn'thappening,notonhiswatch.When

Ireturnedtotheloungewiththeteatheykept



quiet

"Babalwapleasesitbaby"mymomsaid.Isat

downnexttoher

Me:"Iseverythingokay?"

Her:"Babalwa.."

Zwe:"Mama!"

Her:"Zweliplease"hestoodupangrily,got

Juniorandwalkedoutwithoutsayinganother

word

Me:"What'sgoingon?"Shehandedmealetter

"Whatisit?"

Her:"Readit"

Insert37

∆

BABALWA

•

Icouldnotbelievemyeyes,Ireallycouldn't.



Thiswasaletterfrommyfather'slawyer,

comingfromLungeloaskingofmetogosee

him.Idon'twantanythingtodowithhim!Iam

doingsowellwithouthiminfactheisdeadto

me,thathasbeenmycopingmechanismthis

pastyearandfewmonths.Pretendingthatheis

deadandithasbeeneasyformebecauseheis

lockedup,becauseIdon'thavetoseeorhear

fromhimandbecausewedon'ttouchthe

subjectofhimhereathomenowthis!Just

hearinghewantstoseemescaresme,itbrings

everything!Everysinglemomentwhenhe

violatedmyprivacy,mybody...Mymind,my

soulistormentedbecauseofhimbutthings

havebeenpositiveformerecentlythatIhave

beentolookatthegoodsideofthingsbutnow

hewantstobringitallback.

Isattherewiththatpieceofpaperinmymind,

readingtheonesentencewhichstoodaloneon

it.



'Yourfatherwouldliketoseeyou'thereitstood

Myfather?Idon'thaveafather!Ilostmyfather

theminutehesawmeashissexobjecttofulfill

hisnastyandrevoltingurgeshecouldnotdoto

mymother.Ihatehim!Ihatehimsomuch!

MymothertriedtotouchmebutIjumpedoutof

fear,youseewhatthissickmandidtome!I

hateyousomuchLungelo!

"MamaIhatehim"shedidn'tsayanythingbut

embracemeinherarmsallowingmetoletitall

out,Isobbedonherchest.

"Xolomntanam"(I'msorrymychild)shesaid

thisbrushingmybackwhilstplantingendless

kissesonmyhead"Hewillnevergettousagain,

heisn'tcomingoutofthatprisoncellmybaby"

Me:"Itdoesn'ttakebackwhathedidma"

Her:"Ohmntanam"sheletmecryonherchest

whilesherockedmebackandfourth.



Wesattherelikethatforawhileinsilencewith

mesniffing,yesmymomwasthere.Yesshe

wasrockingmeandholdingmeinherarmsbut

Icouldn'tfeelher,shewasempty.Isatupand

shedidn'tevenflinchtomeslippingoutofher

arms,Iwipedmycheeksstarringatherwhile

sherockedherselfstarringattheblankTV

screen.

"mama"IsaidthissoftlybutaudibleyetIgotno

responsefromher"ma?"Iplacedmyhandon

hershoulderandthat'swhenshelookedatme

butstillshegavemeablankstare.

Her:"I'msosorrybaby,I'deraseeverythingifI

could.I'dhavehimdoallthosethingstome

insteadofyou,I'dhavelefthimjustintime.I'm

sosorryIfailedyou,maybeifIwasn'tsosickI

wouldhavebeenagreatmother,seenthesigns

butwitheverythinggoingoninourmarriageI

slippedintodeepdepressionandfailedyou.I'm

sosorrybaby..."



Me:"Mama"sheshookherheadandbegan

crying,itwasmyfirstseeingherhavean

emotionalbreakdowninfrontofme&ithurt

"maplease"myvoicewasshaky,soonmy

cheekswerewettoo.Shestoodupandwore

hershoes"uyaphi?"(Whereareyougoing?)

Her:"Ihavetogoseehim"

Me:"ma?"Shestartedlookingaround

frantically"mama?"

Her:"Whereismybag?YazLungeloalways

toldmetoleavemybagonthecounterasI

comeinthehousebecauseIalwaysforget

whereIputthings,that'swhyheboughtmethat

house.MasambesiyendliniBabalwa..."She

keptramblingon,thiswasn'ther.

Me:"Mama"shelookedatme"didyoutake

yourmedication?"Shelookedatmeconfused.

Itookituponmetogocheckherdailycapsule

fromhermedicinecabinetandshehadn'ttaken



themsinceWednesday!Ididn'tevenarguewith

her,Ijusttookthepillswithwatertoherand

shedrankthem.

Me:"whendidyougetthe..."Iclearedmythroat

"theletter?"

Her:"Wednesdaymorning,itwasdeliveredto

me"Isighed,thatexplainsit

Me:"mamayouknowyouhavetodrinkyour

medication"

Her:"Iwasokay.Iamokay"

Me:*sigh*"golaydowninyourroomma"

Her:"Okay"

Ihelpedherupfromthecouchandsheleft,I

sattherealonelookingattheletterlaying

carelesslyonthetable.Evenfromhisprison

cellhestillmanagestomessupthingsforme,

formyfamilymoreespeciallymom.Ican'thave

hergobacktotheclinic,Ineedher.Heneedsto



leaveusalone,Idon'teverwanttoseehim!

Ipickedupmyphoneandgoogledthenumber

oftheprisonhewasin,Idon'tknowifthiswas

agoodideabutIwantedhimtostayaway.To

stopcontactcontactingus,toknowthatwe

don'twantanythingtodowithhim!WhenIgot

thenumberIdialeditafteralotof

contemplation,IexplainedthatIneededto

speaktoaninmateandtheyhelpedme.Aftera

longwhileofbeingplacedonholdavoicehit

myearsthatIhadn'tpreparedmyselffor.

"Hello?"Isuddenlygottonguetied,mythroat

driedup.Myheartpracticallythumpinginmy

chestfeelinglikeitwasabouttoexplode"you

saidthiswasanemergencycall.."Hewas

speakingtosomeoneinthebackground.I

clearedmythroat.

"Dad"mytongueslipped,morelikeawhisper

butheheardmecausehestoppedtalkingon

theotherhandofthephone.



Him:"Vuyelwa?"Heclearedhisthroat"daddy's

princess"tearsfelldownmycheeksandI

shookmyheard

Me:"Don'tcallmethat"

Him:"Bab..."

Me:"Stop!Juststop!I..."Isuddenlyfeltsome

grabmyphone.

WhenIturnedaroundIwasmetbyanangry,no

fumingZweli.

"whatthehelliswrongwithyouBabalwa!?"He

shouted

Me:"Ijustwantedhimtoleaveusalone"

Him:"listentome,youarenotgoingtoseethat

man,youarenotgoingtocontactthatman.Let

alonespeakofhimaphendlini,ever!Doyou

understandme?"Inoddedwithmylips

trembling,asobwasthreateningtoescapemy

lipsanysecondandhesawit"come"hepulled



meintoahug"Idon'tmeantoshoutbutthat

manisnothingtousBabalwa,heispoisonous.

Wedon'tneedhiminourlives.I'mjusttryingto

protectyou,protectma.Allofus,heissickin

hisheadandrefusestoadmititpleasejust..."

Hesighed"stayaway,focusonhealing.Your

recoveryisimportantplease"Inoddedwithmy

headonhischest"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"hesighed,pulledoutofthe

hugandwipedmywetcheeks

Him:"You'rebeautifulinside&out,don'tyou

everforgetthatsis"Inodded

Me:"Iwon't"

Him:"Won'twhat?"

Me:"Forgetit"

Him:"forgetwhat?Iwanttohearyousayit"

Me:"Iwon'tforgetthatIambeautiful"Itooka

deepbreath"insideandout"



Him:"Uphiumama?"

Me:"Napping"Isighed"shehasn'tbeentaking

hermedssinceWednesday"

Him:"What?Whycan'tmamaberesponsible

na.."

Me:"it'stheletter,itdisturbedher"

Him:"Whataboutyou?"

Me:"Me?"

Him:"Yes,howareyoufeeling?"Isighedsitting

downonthecouch

Me:"Idon'tknow,IguessI'mokay"

Him:"I'mhereifyouneedanything,youknow

thatright?"Inodded

Me:"IthinkI'mgoingtogolaydown"

Him:"okay"Istoodupandlefthiminthecouch.

Iclosedthedoorandthrewmyselfonthebed,it

suddenlyallcamelikeepisodesinmyhead.It



hauntsme,Ipoppedtwosleepingpillsbefore

slidingintomyblankets.Ididn'twanttothink

aboutitanymore,abouthimoranyofit.It'sin

thepastnow!I'minabetterplaceright?YesI

am,Iam.I'mhappy.

Mycellphonerangdisruptingmytrailofthought,

Iwipedmywetcheekstochecktheobviousit

wasLifa.Ijuststarredatthescreen,Idon't

knowwhatheseesinmeandI'mscaredof

whathewillseeinmeonceItellhimwhat

happened.Idon'twanttolooseit,thisusthing

wehavegoing.Myveryfirstrelationship,Ienjoy

itbutit'snotfaironhim.OnmyselfbecauseI'm

notgivinghimmyall,keepingpartsofmylifea

secretwhilstheopenlytalksabouthimself

leavinghimselfvulnerabletomeyetIcan'tdo

thesame.Idon'tdeservehim.Heissogoodto

me,Idon't...

Againmytrailofthoughtdisturbedbymyphone,

likealwaysnotgivingupwhenhecan'treach



me.IansweredcauseIknowhewon'tstop

"baby!Finally,heyangel"hesaidcheerfully,

almostsoundingrelieved

Me:"Heyyourself"Itriedmyverybesttosound

okay

Him:"Howismybabydoing?Youdon'tsound

okay"

Me:*clearsthroat*"justaheadachebutI'm

okay,howareyou?"

Him:"WellIwasfinetillnow,yousureit'sjusta

headache?Yousounddown"

Me:*sighs*"Yeah,I'mgonnatakeanapnow"

Him:"Babywait..."

Ijusthungupandputmyphoneonsilent

beforecoveringmyheadwiththeblanket.Ijust

wantedtodie,Iwannatellthetruthsobadbut

I'mfailingto.Iclosedmyeyestryingtoblock

outallthoughtsconnectedtothePASTwhich



seemssohardtoforget,IdoubtI'llforgetbut

I'mtired.Tiredofitall.

WhenIwokeupitwasdarkout,atruepower

nap.Icheckedthetimeonmyphoneanditwas

aroundto8atnight,thosepillsreallyknocked

meout.IhadmissedcallsfromLifa,afewtexts

too.Ididn'thavetheenergyforthemrightnow,

Igotupandwenttogotakeanicelongbath

beforeputtingonmypajamas,mystomach

grumbled.Iwentoutofmyroomtothelounge,

ZweliwastherebutwithJuniornowandthey

werewatchingtelevisionwhilsteating.He

turnedaroundtolookatmewhenheheardthe

soundofmedraggingmyslippers

Me:"Ithoughtyou'dbegone"

Him:"couldn'tleaveyouandmaherealone"I

nodded"Igotustakeout,youcangowarmup

foryourself"

Me:"Whataboutmama?"



Him:"Shealreadyate,she'sinthebedroom

withthegirls"

Me:"Ohtheyareheretoo?"Henoddedlooking

backattheTV

Iwenttothekitchenandfixedmyselfaplate

withsomecoldrinkthenreturnedtothelounge

andatewhilewatchingTVwiththetwoofthem,

ZwelileftmetogogiveJuniorabathandalso

tuckhimintobed.Ididn'twanttobealonesoI

switchedoffthetvaftereatingandwenttomy

mother'sroom,thelightsweredeemeddown

andshewasgettingintobed.

Me:"CanIsleephere?"

Her:*smiles*"There'senoughspacebaby,

come"Ismiledbackandjoinedthemonthebed

"Howareyoufeelingnow?"

Me:"I'llbefine,justneedtoseeAshley"

Her:"That'sagoodidea,I'mseeingmy

psychologisttoo*sighs*Iapologizeabout



earlier,I'mreallytryingto..."

Me:"It'sokaymommy"

Her:"NobabyI..."

Me:"Mamastopstressing,itisreallyokay.I

knowhowhardyouaretryingandhowthisisn't

easyforneitheroneofus.Thankyouforthat"

Her:"IfeellikeItookyoustepsbackwiththat

letter"

Me:"mamastopplease,I'mfine"

Her:"Okay"Ilookedbesidesme,starringatthe

twogirlslayinginthemiddleofus.Theylooked

soadorablesleepingwithsomuchpeaceand

tranquility.SomethingIlongfor,somethingI

feltIwasgettingclosetobutnowsuddenlyfeel

sofarawayfrom."GoodnightVuyelwa"

Me:"Nightma"

Her:"Sayyourprayer'sbeforeyousleep"

Me:"Iwill"



Ilaidthereawakemostofthenight,whensleep

wasstartingtokickinItried.ReallyIdidtryto

praybutallIcouldsaywasDearLordand

nothingelseafterthat.Isleptwithoutawordof

thanksthatevening.Iwokeupfeelingabit

betterSaturdaymorning,returnedtomyroom

andmyphonescreenwason.Itwasringingbut

sinceIhadplaceditonsilencelastnightthere

wasnoringtone.

"Hello"ianswered

Him:*sigh*"Baby"

Me:"Mh?"

Him:"DidIdosomethingwrong?"

Me:"Noyoudidn't"

Him:"ThenwhyamIbeingignoredbabykeng?"

Me:"ItoldyouI..."

Him:"Babalwastoplyingplease"Isighed

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay"



Him:"Thetruthwouldbeastartingpoint,

maybetrustingmetoo"

Me:"Babythere'snothingwrongwithme"

Him:"I'mworriedaboutyouangel"hesighed

Me:"Don'tbeokay?LikeI'mfine,reallyam"

Him:"Babe"

Me:"Yesbaby?"

Him:"Iloveyou"thatwentstraighttotheheart

"doyouhearme?"

Me:"Ye..yesIdo"

Him:"whenIsaythatImeaneverythingabout

you,whetheritbegoodorbad.Iaccept&love

youjustasyouare"Ikeptquietyetagain"say

someting"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyyouloveme"

Him:"AndevenifItriedangelyoustillwouldn't

understandwhyI'vefallensodeeplyinthesea



ofloveforyou"Iswallowed"Ihavetogobaby,

I'mabouttostartmyshift"

Me:"Haveagreatday"

Him:"I'llcallyouagain,keepyourphone

closeby"

Me:"Iwill"

Him:"Okay,tryandhaveagreatdaytoobaby.

Bye"

HehungupandIthrewmyphoneonthebed.

Insert38
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MydayatworkwasutterlyexhaustingbutIdid

trybyallmeanstosendcutelittletextsto

BabsiejusttomakehersmilealittlebecauseI

couldhearfromthecallearlierthatmybaby



wasn'tallthatgood.Ijusthopethatwhateverit

isshe'lltellmewhatitis,ImeanIloveherandI

shareeverythingwithheritjusthurtsthatshe

feelstheneedtohidestufffromme.Itshows

herlackoftrustinmebutIdon'tblameher,not

afterwhathappenedtoher.

Whenmyshiftended,Igatheredallmythings

andwenthomewiththetransportprovidedto

usbytherestaurantsincewecomeoutsolate.

Arrivinghome,Bandilewasalreadytuckedin

bed.WhenIworklatetheytuckhiminforme

afteradayoflookingafterhim.Iswitchedon

thekettlebecauseIwantedtobathquickly

beforegoingtosleep.BythetimeIfinished

witheverythingIwasfarmished,Ihad

somethingtoeatandgotintobed.Iwouldcall

Babsiebutitislate,IdoubtsheisawakesoI'll

dothatinthemorning.

ThewayIwastiredngakhonaitdidn'ttakelong

forsleeptotakeover,Inoticedthisbecausemy



phonerangwakingmeup.

"Mh?"Ianswered,itwasstilldarkmeaningit

wasstillnighttime

"Baby"Iwokeupalmostimmediately,Ichecked

thescreenfortheIdanditwasher.Thetime

wasaround2am

Me:"Angel?"

Her:"Ididn'tmeantowakeyou,Ijust.."She

sighed"Imissyou"

Me:"it'sokaybaby,Imissyouevenmore"

Her:"Youdo?"

Me:*chuckles*"ofcourseIdobaby"Iyawned

"whatskeepingyouup?"

Her:"you"

Me:"Me?"

Her:"yes"therewasapause,amomentof

silence"youareanamazingperson"shefinally



said

Me:"onlybecauseofhowgraciousyouare"

Her:"Idon'tthinkIam"

Me:"that'swhereyouarewrong.Youareso

muchmorethanwhatyouthinkofyourself,I

awaitforthedayyoufinallyrealizehowmuch

ofaqueenyouare,hopingthatIaminsome

wayhelpingyouseethat.Gettingclosertothat

butit'sallonyoubaby"

Her:"Idon'tunderstand"

Me:*sighs*"love"

Her:"Yeah?"

Me:"doyouknowhowbeautifulyouare?"

Her:"onlyhowbeautifulyoumakemeoutto

be"

Me:"wenawhatdoyouthink?"

Her:"of?"



Me:"yourself"shekeptquiet"baby"

Her:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"Therearewomenandthenthereisa

woman.Acertaintype,ararebreed.LookI

knowyoudon'tgetwhatI'msayingherebut

that'sneitherhereorthere.WhatI'mreally

tryingtosayhereis;there'sjustthiswoman,

sheisthequintessenceofeverythingbeautiful.

Imayattempttodescribeherbutshecarriesno

adjectivesofdescription.Fromhere,I

submarine"Isighed"youarethatwomanbaby"

Her:"Lifa...BabyIneedtoseeyou"

Me:"Icancomeseeyoubeforemyshiftstarts

tomorrow?"

Her:"okay,I'llmakeanexcusenottogoto

churchtomorrow"

Me:"okaymyangel,howwasyourday?"

Her:"Itwasokay,spentitwithmomandZwe.



Guesswhat?"

Me:"toosleepytoguessnowbaby"

Her:*giggles*"don'tbeabore"

Me:"Tellmewhatitiskaloku"

Her:"ZwelisuggestedthatIgowritemy

learnersandI'mthinkingmaybeyourgirlmight

begettingacarsoon!!"

Me:*chuckles*"Somuchexcitement"

Her:"yesbaby!I'llbeabletocometowhenever

Iwant"

Me:*laughs*"Thenyourbrotherinstallsa

trackeronthecar,showsupatmydoorstep

andbeatsmetoapulp"shegiggled

Her:"Iwon'tlethimdothattoyou"

Me:"yougonnahavetostophimbabycauseI

won'tbeabletofightback,he'syourbrother"

Her:"andhe'soverprotective"Iyawned



Me:"baby"Iwastired

Her:"nooooo"sheknewwhatIwanted

Me:"pleasebabyI'mtired"

Her:"Imissedyouthewholeday"

Me:"andyou'llseemetomorrow,latemorning"

Her:*sighs*"okay"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Her:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Kisses?"

Her:"andifuni"(Idon'twantto)

Me:"Babsiebaby"

Her:*giggles*"finebye"shekissedthespeaker

Me:"goodnightangel"Ikissedthespeaker

thenhungup.

Itdidn'ttakelongformetofallasleepagain.

Wakingupinthemorningwashard,reallywas



butIhadtobecauseIhadtomakeBandile

somethingtoeat.AfterdoingsoImademyself

acupofcoffee,sentmybabyagoodmorning

messagethencleanedaroundthebungalow.I

putallthedirtyclothesinthewashingmachine

thatwasinthebathroomoutside.

WhenIwasdonecleaningIgotwaterreadyfor

Bandiletowashthentookoutcleanclothesfor

himtowear.Iwantedtoleavehimcleanand

full,hewasgoingtochurchwiththe

landlord/babysitter.Igavehimsomemoneyto

buysnacksbeforeheleft.Ionlybathedwhen

hewasgone,appliedlotionandworemy

boxerswhileIironedmyblackchinopantsthat

Iworeforworkandawhiteshirt.JustasIwas

finishingoffmyphonerang,Ithoughtitwould

beBabsiebutitwasmybrother

"what'sup?"Ianswered

Him:"Yougood?"Isatdown



Me:"Yeah,wenaosharp?"(Yougood)

Him:"Suremfana,yougothisshitready?"

Me:"Awe,whattimeareyoulanding?"

Him:"inthemorningandI'mnotstaying"

Me:"howlongareyougoingtokeepsulking

bro?"

Him:"sharpsani"

Me:"Mafantwana"

Him:"Staythere,hakereyoudon'tcarekanna"

Me:"comeonit'snotevenlikethat"

Him:"sure"hehungup

Sigh,Iputmyphoneaway.Itwouldbepointless

tryingtomakehimseelightbutIdon'twantto

gohomethisholiday.There'snothingforme

there.

"BabyI'moutside"Isaidassoonasshepicked

upherphone



Her:"okay,I'llbuzzyouin"

Me:"wha.."beep,Ilookedatthescreenand

shehadhungup.

ThegateopenedandIwalkedin,shestoodby

thedoorwatchingmewalkinwearingblack

tightsandatshirtwalkingwithsockson.

Me:"Heyyou"Iwrappedmyarmsaroundher

waistpullingherintoahug

Her:"hey"Ifeltherburyherfaceinmyneck

"yousmellnice"wepulledoutofthehug

Me:"Thankyou"

Her:"comein"Ijuststoodbythedoorway"I'm

alone"

Me:"Baby"shepulledmeinsideandclosedthe

door

Her:"Wantanythingtodrink?"Shewalkedin

frontofme

Me:"NahI'mgood"



Her:"I'llgetyousomejuice,Imadepancakes"

Me:*chuckles*"Fine"

Sheledmetothelounge,Isatdownwhileshe

disappearedintothekitchen.Althoughshehad

toldmetomakemyselfcomfortableIcouldn't.

"Loosenup"shesaidasshemadeherwayback

intotheloungewithatray.Sheplacedonthe

coffeetableandsatclosetome"youlookso

niceinyouruniform"

Me:*chuckles*"thankyoubaby"

Her:"tryone"shehandedmeaplatewith2

pancakes

Me:"Don'tknowifItrustyouinthekitchen"

Her:"Wellyouwillafterthis"

Me:*smirks*"MsConfident,Ilike"sheshyed

awaybytakingahugegulpofherjuice.Ihada

hugeportionofthepancakeandhonestlyitwas

good,itmeltedinmymouth!



Her:*laughs*"toldyou"

Me:"okayokay,theyaregood"shesatcloseto

meandwesharedthemuntilweeventually

finished"baby"

Her:"Mh?"Shewasputtingherglassbackon

thetray,shefacedme

Me:"I'mherenow,talktome"sheforceda

smileasshesatbackonthecouch

Her:"Ummm,wheredoIstart"sheletouta

deepbreathe"thereissomethingIhavebeen

keepingfromyou"

Me:"Okay?"

Her:"Somethingbig,something...SomethingI

don'tevenknowhowtoarticulate,I'mscared.

ScaredofyourreactiontowhatI'mabouttosay

butIfeelIhavetoifIclaimtoloveyou.Ioweit

toyou"

Me:*nods*"I'mlistening"shelookeddownat



herfingers

Her:"okay,ummmI...Wellmydad,mydadisin

prison"shelookeduptoseeormaybereadmy

facethenbacktoherfingers.Itooktheminto

mine

Me:"it'sokaybaby,talktome"shebitonher

bottomlip,blinkingrepeatedlyandIsqueezed

herhands

Her:"heisintherebecausehe...Hemolested

me"sheshuthereyesaftersayingthatand

tearsvoluntarilyfelldownhercheeks.She

finallyopeneduptome,finallytrustsme.I

pulledherintomyarmsasshesniffed

Me:"It'sgoingtobeokay"Icaressedherback

"itwillgetbetter,youwillrecoverbaby.I'mnot

leavingyoubecauseofthisnordoIloveyou

anyless.InactualfactIloveyousomuchfor

beingsoextraordinarilystrong,fornotgiving

up."Shesatupandlookedatme,Iwipedher



cheekssmiling"ImeantitwhenIsaidIloveyou

beautiful,Imeaneachandeveryword"

Her:"eventhough..."

Me:"Itdoesn'tchangeanythingBabsie"she

smiled"Iloveyoubaby"Icuppedherface"may

I?"ShenoddedlookedintomyeyesandI

movedinclosersoftlylayingmylipsuntohers

asshewelcomedme,herhandsrestedonmy

wrists.Thewayshewaskissingmetodaywas

different,morelikeshewasnowcomfortable

sotosay,free.Ipulledoutofthekissandshe

lookedatme

Her:"Iloveyoutoo"Ismiledsodidshe,I

peckedherlips

Me:"Thankyou"

Her:*smiling*"Whatfor..?"

Me:"Trustingme"Ipeckedherlipsyetagain"I

won'tbreakthattrust"shebreathedoutand

noddedwelockedforeheads



"Idon'twanttoloosewhatwehave"shesaid

suddenly

"Youwon't"Ikissedherforeheadandshe

huggedmetightly"hey,I'mnotgoinganywhere"

Ihuggedherbacktighter"believethat"Ikissed

thetopofherheadandshenodded.

Insert39
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Aftertheexhaustingdayatwork,Ifinallygot

backhome.AsalwaysBandileisfastasleep,I

decidetogetridofmyhungerfirstbefore

takingaquickbathasIstillhadtopackfor

Bandilebutfirsthadtosortoutthelaundrythat

wasonthecouchbeforepackingforBandile.

BythetimeIgotdoneallIwantedwasmysleep!

ThefollowingmorningIwaswokenupbymy



alarm,Iquicklywokeupandmadeporridge

beforewakingupmylittlebrotobath.Hewas

soexcitedaboutthearrivalofourbrother,tobe

honestIwastoo.Ireallymissedhim,thisyear

wasourfirstapartandithasn'tbeenthesame

soIunderstandwhyheisn'timpressedbyme

notcominghometheseholidays.

"Bhutizonxibanikeyamneh?"(I'mwearingmy

nikey)heaskedasheappliedlotionandIwas

debatingonwhatIshouldtakeoutfromthe

littleclotheshehadleftinhisshelf

Me:*nods*"sureboys"

Him:"yessss!"Ichuckledshakingmyhead,he

onlyworehisgoodclotheswhenhewasgoing

somewhere.Sowheneverhegotthechanceto

itwasabigthingforhim,Ihandedhimthe

pants

Me:"putonyourpantsandtshirt,you'llwear

yourjacketwhenyouaredoneeating"



Him:"Okaybutndiyibigboynjeandizochitha"

(I'mabigboyIwon'tmessonmyself)

Me:"justdoasIsayboys"henoddedandgot

dressed.

Icleanedupafterhimthendishedforhimand

myself,aftereatingIbathedwhilehewatched

tvandworemycottonshortswhichwereblack

withablackT-shirtalongwithmypushins.I

brushedmyhairjustforneatness.Ihearda

hootoutsidewhileIwascleaningup,Iput

everythingawaythenwentoutandtherewas

mybrotherinhiscarparkedoutsidetheyard.

Hehadnewwheels!

"Bandilecomeboys!"Iexclaimedwithexcited,

wemadeourwaytowardshimandhecameout

thecar.That'swhenBandilerantohim,we

sharedhugsbeforegoinginside.

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou'reherealready?

Iwaswaitingforyourcallortext"



Him:*chuckles*"Comeonlittlebroandruin

thesurprise?"Igrunted

Me:"youngerjustby5minutes!"Helaughed

Him:"Ilovehowyoualwaysgetworkedup"I

shookmyhead,it'salwaysbeenanamusing

subjectforhim.Beingabletorubitinmyface

everysecondhegetsthathe'solder

Me:"Youdrovehere"henodded"Ithought

you'reflying..."

Him:"Weareflyingback"

Me:"Andthecar?Whyareyouwastingmoney?

Doyouknowhowmuchitwillcostyoutoflyit

backhome?"

Him:*chuckles*"nahbro,I'mleavingitherefor

you"hesaiditlikeit'snothing,Imeanthatcar

lookedbrandspankingnewanditwasmy

favouritewheels,anaudi

Me:*stunned*"legit?"Hesmirkedwhilst



nodding"don'ttalkshitbro"

Him:"YouthinkI'dplayyoulikethatbru?Nah,

it'syours.Igotitforyouinthefirstplace"I

appreciatethegesturebutitdoesn'tsiteasy

withmeknowingthethingshedoestomake

money

Me:"Mafa"Isuddenlygotserious

Him:"Nodon'tdothat,I'mtryingherejustlet

me"

Me:"ntwanayoudon'thavetodothis,just

movethisside.Weneedyou"ifhegetsin

universityhecanleaveallthisillegalactivities

heisbusywith.

Him:"YouknowIhavemyownlittlefamily

backhomebru,Ican'tleavemykidandmygirl

there.Idon'tevenlikethisplace"Inodand

glanceoveratBandilewhowaslockedon

Mafa'sphoneplayingagamewithapacketof

crispychipsonthesidethathegotinMafa'sI



meanmycarIguess?

Me:"makesurenothinghappenstohim"

Him:"youknowit,ohandonemorething?"

Me:"What?"

Him:"CanyoutakemetoMilnertonbefore

droppingusoffattheairport?"

Me:"Whatdoyouwantthere?"Hegavemea

look"thoughtyoudon'tlikeithere,yetyouwant

togotoMilnerton"

Him:"niggayougonnatakemeornah?"

Me:"chill"

Igrabbedmycapandcellphone,thenoffwe

went.HetoldmewhereinMilnertonhewanted

togo,Iwasn'tallthatfamiliarwiththeplace

hadtousethegps.Weendeduparrivingata

complexwhichlookedfairlynew.

"Whodoyouknowhere?"Iaskedaswemade

ourwayinside,heignoredmewhilehewalked



infrontofmewithBandile.Ijustfollowed

behindhim,hewenttogospeaktothesecurity

onlythendidtheyletusin"areyoujustgonna

gomuteonmeafterIbroughtyouhere?"

Him:"chillout"

Me:"whatarewedoingherebru?"Hetookkeys

outofhispocketandopenedthedoorinfront

ofus.HewalkedinandIfollowed,lookingat

himforanswers.Theplacewasfully

furnished,onecouldseethateverythingwas

brandnew.

"I'mtiredofhavingyoutwolivinginthat

bungalowLifa"hefinallysaidasheplacedthe

keysonthecounterandturningtofaceme"soI

decidedtogety'allinhere,I'llpayforeverything

everymonth..."Ishookmyhead

Me:"no"

Him:"Lifastopthinkingwithyour..."

Me:"Isaidno!"Hesighedbeforetightenhis



jaw

Him:"Canyouforoncenotthinkonlyabout

you!?Ourbrothercan'tstayinthatenvironment,

hedeservesbetterandI'mtryinghere!

EverythingIdoisforusdammit"

Me:"heisfine!Wearefine!"

Him:"Lifa!"IlookedatBandilewhowas

starringatus

Me:"Let'sgo"helookedatMafaforapproval

andhenoddedbeforemakinghiswaytowards

me"You'llfindusinthecar"

IwalkedoutwithBandile.Wewenttowaitfor

Mafainthecar.

"Bhutiwhyu'angry?"(Whyareyouangry)

Bandileaskedafterawhileofsittinginsilence

Me:"I'mnotangryboys"hesighed

Him:"mnaIdon'tlikewhenbhutifights,it

makesmyheartsore"Ilookedathimthrough



therearviewmirror

Me:"Kekopatswarelloboys"(I'msorry)

Him:"Okay"hesmiled"nankuubhutiesiza"

(herecomesMafa)

Ilookedforwardandhewasindeedmakinghis

waytothecar,hegotinandbuckledupwithout

sayingaword.Istartedthecarignitionand

droveoff,allroadsledtotheairport.Noone

saidawordonourwaytherenotevenBandile.

Whenwegotattheairport,itwasaroundto9

andtheirflightwasonlygoingtotakeoffat

10h00amsowesatinthecarforawhile.

"Lifa?"Iwasjustwatchingpeoplemoveupand

downtheparkinglot

Me:"Yeah"

Him:"Haveyougotmybackorwhat?"Iturned

tofacehim

Me:"OfcourseIdontwana..."



Him:"doesn'tseemlikeit"hesighedasheput

hisphoneinhispocketandalsolookedahead

"Asmuchasyouknowwemayjokeaboutitbut

I'mtheoldest,whenwelostmomanddadIhad

todosomething.Foryoutokeepjudgingme

becauseofthechoicesImadetomakesurewe

weregoodallthetime,thatrightthereisfoul.

EverythingIdoisforus,I'monlytryingtohelp.

Thatcomplexiswaybetterthanwhereyoulive

rightnowsostopbeingstubbornoverbullshit

andacceptitorelseI'mtakingBandiletolive

withLebohangandI"

Me:"soyouwannatakehimfromme!?"

Him:"Iwantwhatisbestforhim!"

Me:"Iamwhat'sbestforhimandyouknowit"

Him:"Heismybrothertoodammit,Idon'twant

himlivinginthatenvironment"

Me:"Fine"helookedatme"wearegoingto

movetotheapartment"



Him:"Thankyou"Inodded"Iloveyoubro"

Me:*sighs*"Ishouldbethankingyou,weare

herenowbecauseofyou...I'mjusttrynasay

thankyoubro,eventhoughIdon'tfuckswith

howyoudidit.Youpulledthroughforusand

youstillareImeanlookatthis"Ibrushedthe

steeringwheel"Jahneh,homonate!"

AfterawhileIhadtoleavebecausemyshift

wasgonnabeginaround11soIrushedhome

formyuniformandmademywaytowork,Ijust

!Justmadeitontime.AssoonasIclockedinI

wasfullyfocusedonmyjobandkeepingmy

customershappy,Ineededthetips.Ihadto

spoilmygirl,takeheroutespeciallynowthatI

havewheelswearefreetomovearound

whenever,Mafaisn'tsobadafterall .I

knockedoffworklateatnight,Ihadbeengiven

thedayoffforthenextday.

ArrivinghomewithnoBandileinsightwaskind

ofwierd,thebungalowwascold.Iclosedthe



windowsandcurtainsbeforeswitchingonthe

lights,grabbedmyphoneanddialedBabalwa's

numberafterreadingthemessagesfromMafa

tellingmetheyhadarrivedsafely.Unlikethe

usualwhereshewouldansweronthefirstring,

todayshetooksometimetopickupbutwhen

sheeventuallydidshedidn'tevensoundatall

happytohearfromme.

"Hi"sheanswered

Me:"baby,helloangel"shelaughed,itwasa

sarcasticlaugh

Her:"lolhi"

Me:"O-kay,haveIdonesomethingwrong?"

Her:"nothing,you'vedoneabsolutelynothing"

Me:"Bab..."

Her:"lookI'mtired,I'dliketosleepplease"

Me:"ummmyeahokay.CanIseeyou

tomorrow?"



Her:"whateverLifabye"justlikethatshehung

uponme

Idecidedtogiveherspace,Istrippeddownto

myboxersandgotintobed.Iwastired,didn't

evenfeellikebathingespeciallyafterthatcall.

JustasIwasfallingasleepIwaswokenupa

call,itwasBandilecallingfromMafa'sphone

,boyswasbusytellingmeabouthow

muchfunhewashavingandthatIwasmissing

outonthenicefoodLebowascooking

talkaboutaninsulttomydustykitchenskills!

WellIamnotthebestcookbutItry we

spokeuntilMafatookthephone,wespokejust

atinybitbeforebiddingfarewellandIwent

backtosleepagain.

ThenextmorningIwokeniceandearly,cleaned

andbeganpackingupmystuff.Ionlyneeded

theclothesthoughbecauseMafahadalready

gottentheapartmentfurnishedsoIwasgoing

toleavethethingsthere.Ispoketomylandlord



andexplainedtoherthatIwasmovingout,

gaveherthemoneyIowedtoherbeforeputting

everythinginthecar.TobehonestIwas

excitedaboutthismove,thingswereslowly

movinginagooddirectionforme.

WhenIgottotheapartmentIwastoolazyto

unpack,Ijustshowered.OhGodwhenlastdidI

gettoshower!Jahneh,homonatekannete.

"Babypleasecomeoutsidetuu"Ibeggedas

soonasshepickedupherphone

Her:*sighs*"5minutes"

Me:"Noproblem"shehungup

Igotoutofthecarandwaitedforher,Imether

halfwayasshewalkedoutthegateandhugged

hershehuggedmebackandpulledaway

quickly.Iwassmilinghappytoseeherbutshe

didn'tseemtosharethesamesentiments.

Me:"Babykengna?"(What'sup)



Her:"Nothing"

Me:"NoI'mseriouslyconfusedastowhyI'm

gettingthecoldshoulderbabywhatdidIdo

wrong?"

Her:"You'vebeenquietLifathat'swhatis

wrong!ExtremelyquietrightafterItoldyou

aboutthethingwithmydad!Howdoyou

expectmetofeel?"

Me:"Whoahwhat?"

Her:"Youdon'twantmeanymoreisthatit?"

Me:"Nobabycomeon,Ihavebeenbusythat's

all.MafacametofetchBandileandjustthrew

somestuffatmethatIwasn'texpecting.I'm

sorryokay?I'msorryforneglectingmybaby"

sheblushedandIpulledhertowardsme"CanI

getaproperhugnowbaby?"Shesmiledand

embracedme"I'msorryformakingyoumiss

mesomuchneh"shegiggledasshepulledout

Her:"Ididn'tmissyouthaaatmuch"Ismiled



slightlypullinghercheek

Me:"I'msureyoudidn't"

Her:"Wellyouseemdifferenttoday,what's

goingon?"

Me:"Differenthow?"

Her:"Idon'tknowbabyjustdifferent"

Me:*smirks*"Maybeit'sbecauseyourman

haswheelsnow"shelookedatmeconfused

Her:"Wheels?"Inodded,turnedaroundand

unlockedthecar"what!?That'syours?"I

nodded"omgbabyit'ssopretty,wellnotpretty

prettybutbeastsportsypretty"

Me:*laughs*"Whateverthatmeans"wewalked

towardsit

Her:"Buthow...Imeanwhere"shesighed"I'm

nottryingtooffendyouoranythingbabybut

howareyou...Arghnevermind"

Me:"Mybrothergotitforme"



Her:"Oh?"Inodded

Me:"Wannaknowhowitfeelstorideinher?"

Her:"yeahsure"

Me:"Okay,golockup"

Shewenttolockupandwedrovearoundthen

eventuallywenttothecomplex.Shewas

confusedbutdidn'taskanythinguntilwe

eventuallywalkedin.

"Okaybabywhatarewedoinghere?"

Me:"Ilivehere"

Her:"Youliveherenow?"Inoddedandopened

thedoor,wemadeourwayin"wow"

Me:"Youlikeit?"Shenodded"Ididn'treally

havetimetounpackbabysoo"

Her:"It'sokay"shesaidstilllookingaround,I

stoodnexttoher

Me:"yougonnahelpmeunpackright?"She



laughed

Her:"Iknewit"Ihookedmyarmaroundher

neck

Me:"Prettypleasebaby,imaginemedoingall

thisbymyself?Yhuuhay"

Her:*laughs*"Okay,I'llhelp"Ipulledhercloser

andpeckedherforehead

Me:"Thankyou"Ipeckedherlips"You'rean

angel"

Her:*smiles*"soyousay"

Me:"forgottotellyouhowbeautifulyoulook

today"sheblushed

Her:"thankyoubaby"

Me:"YesBabsie,Lifaisyourbaby.Nobody

else"Iwinkedatherandshesmiled"Youlook

gorgeousbaby"

Her:"Stooop"shetriedtounhookmyarmfrom

herbutIpulledhercloser



Me:"OkayI'llstop,I'llstop"shestarredatme

"canIgetakiss?"Shenodded,Ipouted.She

giggledbeforeplacingapeckonmylips

"Babyyy"shewasshort,Ijuststoodtherenot

bendingoranything

Me:"Okay"Ipickedherupandplacedheron

thecounter,stoodinbetweenherlegsand

claimedherlipsbeforeshecouldsayanything.

Sherespondedwhilewrappingherarmsaround

myneckandminerestedonherwaist

caressingit,IcouldfeelmyselfgettinghardsoI

pulledoutandlookedather"thankyou"she

smiled

Her:"whatfor?"Ipeckedherlips

Me:"Everything"Ipeckedherlipsagain"Ilove

youBabalwa"

Her:"Iloveyoutoo"Ikissedherforeheadand

shegiggledbeforepullingmeintoahug,I

smiledandkissedthesideofherhead



Me:"Iknowbaby,Ifeelthesamewaytoo"I

pickedherupfromthecounterandshe

squealed

Her:"don'tletmefall"sheheldontightwithher

legswrappedaroundmywaist

Me:"Never"shelookedatmeandwekissed

againbutIstoppeditassoonasIfeltMokoena

wakingupagain"let'sunpackshallwe?"She

smiledandnodded.

Iputherdown,wegotrighttoit.Wefinished

afteralongasstimecausewekeptplaying

around.Whenwedidfinishthoughwewere

hungry,IsuggestedtakeawaysbutBabalwa

saiditwouldbebestifIboughtgroceries

instead.Shepromisedtocookjustthistime,of

courseIsaidyes!ImeanIwouldloveahome

cookedmealbysomeoneelsenotme.

Whenwereturnedfromthestore,Ihelpedher

wheresheaskedmetoobutshedidmostof



thecookingbyherselfwithmewatchingher.

Weateandthenrealizedthatitwasinfact

gettinglatesoIhadtogodropheroff.Igotmy

jacketandwemadeourwayout,therewas

somevoicesoutside.Ihadnotyetgottentosee

myneighbourssinceImovedinher,Babalwa

stoppedinhertracks.

Me:"What'sup?"Shedidn'trespond,hereyes

werelockedonwhatevershewaslookingat.I

lookedthatwaytooandtherehewasfuming!

Argfuck!Shit!Shi...

"WhatisthisBabalwa!?"

Insert40

∆

BABALWA

•

AtthispointallIcanthinkofiswhatamIgoing

tosay?HowdoIexplainthepositionIfind



myselfin,honestlytherewasnowayoutofthis

onenowallIwasworriedaboutwaswhatZweli

wasgoingtodo.Imeanyouneverknowwith

Zweliheisunpredictable!Anditscaresme

sometimes...

"IaskedyouaquestionBabalwa"hesaidclearly

waitingformetosaysomething.Hewas

comingoutoftheapartment2doorsawayfrom

Lifa'sapartment.Idon'tknowwhotheguyhe

waswithbecauseI'mnotfamiliarwithhis

friendsbutatthatmomentIwishhecouldjust

pullZweliawayorsomethingbuthejuststood

there!ZwelilookedatmefumingandI

swallowed

Me:"Bhuti...hi"Itcameoutasawhisper,Ireally

didnotexpectthis.

Him:"Followmerightnow!"Heturnedand

walkedaway,IlookedatLifa

Me:"Bye"



"NowBabalwa!"HeroaredandLifamouthedI'm

sorry.

IwalkedawayandfollowedbehindZweli,he

walkedtohiscarandgotinwaitingforme.Igot

insideandswallowed.

"Safetybelt"hesaidcoldly,Iputitonwithout

sayingaword

Me:"BhutiI..."Heshookhisheadwithhisjaw

clenchedandIshutmymouth.

BeforeIknewithejumpedoutofthecarand

lockeditwithmeinsidewithoutmeregistering

anythingandmadehiswayinside,Iquickly

reachedformyphoneanddialedLifa'snumber.

Heansweredonthefirstringlikeheknewit

wasanemergency

"babyiseverything.."Hesaidassoonashe

pickedupbutIdidn'tlethimfinish

Me:"lockthedoorquicklyplease!"



Him:"What?"

Me:"Lifa,now!Lockthedoornow!"

Him:"Babykengna?Bua,ke..."Thentheline

wentdead

Zweliissounpredictable,Ijustsatinthecar

waitingforhimanxiously.Iwasstressingabout

whatwasgoingoninthere,Ican'tbelievehe

lockedmeinthedamncarZweli!Arggh.Iwiped

mywetcheeks,Ihadtocalmdown.Aftera

whileofwaitinghemadehiswaytowardsthe

carlookinglikenothinghappened,hedidn't

evenlookangryanymore.Hegotintothecar,I

lookedathimwaitingforhimtosaysomething

buthedidn't,insteadhejustswitchedonthe

carignitionanddroveaway.Idecidedtokeep

quiettooandjustlookedoutthewindow,he

droveushome.Assoonashestoppedinfront

ofthegate,Itookoffmysafetybeltand

grabbedmyslingbagfrommyfeetbutwhenI

triedtoopenthedooritwaslocked.Isighed



"Zwelicanyouopenupplease?"Helookedat

me

Him:"Soyouhaveaboyfriendngoku?"Isat

thereinsilenceandlookedoutthewindow"I'm

askingyouaquestionBabalwa"Iexhaled

deeply

Me:"e...ewebhuti"Iquicklybitmylipafter

sayingthatstillnotmakingeyecontact

Him:"Isee"wesatthereinsilence"Areyou

sureaboutthisboyBabalwa?"Inodded"Ifhe

hurtsyouI'mgivingbothofyouahiding"I

giggledthenlookedathim

Me:"Soyou'regivingmepermission?"

Him:"Ispoketohim"

Me:"Justspokeright?"Hechuckledthen

unlockedthedoors

Him:"Goinside"

Me:"Bhuti?"



Him:"HambaBabalwa"Ilookedathimandhe

tookouthisphone,Ishookmyheadand

steppedoutofthecarthenIremembered

Me:"bhutiareyoustalkingme?"Heburstoutin

laughter

Him:"What!?Pssshplease,Ihavealifeyou

know"

Me:"Thenwhatwereyoudoingthere?"

Him:"Iwenttogoseeateammateofminenot

thatitconcernsyou"Inodded

Me:"Thankyoufortheride"henodded"bye"

Him:"sureandbehave"

Me:"Ialwaysbehave"Iclosedthedoorand

walkedtowardsthegate.

Momwasstillnotbackhome,Idecidedtohit

thepotsimmediately.WhilethatwasbusyI

grabbedmyphoneandtriedtocallLifaonce

againandheansweredfinally!



Me:"Baby,areyouokay?"Hechuckledslightly

Him:"Angel,I'mokay...Areyou?"

Me:"I'mfine,whathappened?"

Him:"Nothingtoworryyourprettyfaceover

beautiful"

Me:"didhehityou?Youknowwhatnevermind,

I'llcomeseeyoutomorrowmorning"

Him:"Nono,thatsnotnecessarybabyI'mfine"

Me:"Iwanttoseewithmyveryowneyes,I'm

busycookingrightnow..."

Him:"Angel,I'mfine.Ijustwanttosleepcause

I'mtiredandhaveworktomorrow"

Me:"But..."

Him:"I'mokay"Isighed

Me:"Promise?"

Him:"Ipromise"

Me:"Okay,goodnightthen"



Him:"Goodnightbeautiful,thankyoufor

comingtoday"

Me:"Youdon'thavetothankme,youknowI

enjoyspendingtimewithyou"

Him:"NotasmuchasIdo"Iblushedandhe

chuckled"Iloveyouokay?"

Me:"IloveyoutooLifa"heblewmekissesover

thephone,sodidIthenwehungup.

Iquicklyfinishedupanddishedupforma&

myself,mamaarrivedjustasIwasfinishingup

withplatingourfood.

"Mhhmmnsmellssonice"sheexclaimedas

sheenteredthekitchen,shewalkedovertome

andpeckedmycheek"I'msotiredmntanam,

hadmeetingswithparentstoday"shesighed

andmadeherwaytothefridge

Me:"GositI'llbringyourfoodandaglassof

juicetoyou"shestoppedinhertracks



Her:"Youareanangel"Ismiledandshemade

herwayout,sheseemedprettyexhaustedbut

happyifIcansay?Atpeacewiththewaythings

wereIguess.

Iwarmedherplatealittlethenpouredhersome

juice,servedherwhileshehadhereyeslocked

ontheTVscreenwithnewsplaying.Igotmy

plateandjoinedher,weatesupperandshe

evenaskedaboutLifa.Itoldherwewereokay,

didnotmentionthebriefmeetingbetween

Zweli,LifaandI.That'sifIcanevencallita

meeting!

AftersupperIwashedthedisheswhilemama

wentofftobed,shewasexhaustedandIdidn't

blameherasIalsodidn'tstaylong.Iwent

straighttobedwhenIwasfinishedandretired

tobed,fallingintoadeepslumber.

"Babalwa"Iheardmymom'svoicecallout

whilstIwasstillindeepsleep



"Mh?"Iansweredbackcoveringmyheadwith

theblanketasthelightpiercedthroughmyeye

lids

"Yourbrotherishere,apparentlyyouaregoing

toworkwithhimsogetready"shesaid,I

withdrewtheblanketfrommybody

Me:"What!?"

Her:"GetreadyBabalwa,heisinthelounge

waiting.Ihavetoleave"

Me:"Okay"shestoodstillbythedoornot

moving"I'mcomingma"

Her:"I'mwaiting"igroanedasIslowlymade

mywayoutofbedanddraggedmyselftomy

bathroom

Me:"Kodwa(but)howcanZwelijustspring

thisonme,whatifIhadplans"

Her:"Whatplans?Youbarelyvisitanyfriends,

you'realwayshomegoingtoworkwithhim



mightdoyougoodsogetready"thisisjusthis

tactictogetmetospendlesstimewithLifa!

ButwhateverI'llgivehimwhathewants"Enjoy

yourday"Iturnedaround

Me:"Youtoo"

Her:"AndIloveyou"

Me:"Whymustyoualwaysmakeitseemlike

youaregoingtodiema"shegiggled

Her:"SoIcan'ttellmychildIloveher?"

Me:"Imeanyoucanbut..."

Her:"Thendon'taskmenonsenseokaybaby?"

Me:*sighs*"Iloveyoutoomama"shewalked

outclosingthedoorbehindher.

Itookaquickshowerandgotready,Ididn't

evenknowwhattowear.Ireallydon't

understandhowZwelicanjustspringthison

methoughreally.Itookoutablackpairof

skinnyjeanswithmywhitehighlowkelsotop



alongwithmyblacketjacket,ithadthatwhole

professionalyetcasualthinggoingontotopit

allofIworemystrapheelthatIusuallywearto

church.Myhairwasneatlytiedup.

BythetimeIwasdoneandmademywayinto

thelounge,ZwelirushedmeoutIcouldn'teven

havebreakfast.Isilentlylaughedaside,that's

whatyougetfortryingtobeclever

"I'llbuyyousomethingonthewaythere!Just

come"hewasalreadyjoggingoutsidethe

housetowardshiscarleavingmebehind,I

lockedupandmademywaytothecar.

Me:"sowhatamIgonnadotherethewhole

day?"

Him:"Learnmoreaboutwhatyou'restudying,

youaregoingtodojobshadowing"

Me:"I'mstillinfirstyearZwe"

Him:"Iknowbutmaybethiswillmotivateyou

evenmore"



Me:"Youcouldhavetoldmeaboutit"I

mumbled

Him:"I'msorry,whatwasthat?"

Me:"Nothing"

Him:"Mhhhh"

Wedroveinsilence,hedidn'tevenmakemy

breakfastpitstop!Ihadtogogetsomethingto

eatatthecafeteriawithpeoplegreetingand

exclaimingabouthowoldIhadgotten,asking

whatIwasdoingnowetc.Ihatedeveryminute

ofit!FinallylatemorningZwelitookmetomy

mentor,that'swhenthingsstartedgetting

better,evenforgetthatIwaspracticallyforced

tobehere.

Lol,mymentorwasagirlandshewashilarious!

Zwelipoppedupinherofficearoundlunch,we

werebusylaughingbutIquicklymaintainedmy

cool,Ididn'twanthimthinkingIwasenjoying

myselfeventhoughIwas justforthe



sakeofsulking.

"CanIstealherforlunch?"Hesaidafter

greeting

Noèll:"Sure,Iwasactuallyabouttosendherup

toyou"hechuckled

Him:"Greatthen,Babilet'sgo"

Wewenttomyfavouritespotforlunchandhad

atalk,mybrotherwasjustlookingoutforme

*sigh*I'llforeverbegratefulforhimalways

goingoutofhiswayforme,mightnotagree

withhismethodsbuthey .Myfirstdayat

'work'wasokay,wewenttogetmomandwent

outfordinnerasafamilyunit.

Thejobshadowinggigwasn'tsobadafterall

althoughitmeantlesstimewithLifaIenjoyedit,

IthinkthatwassomehowZweli'splan,me

spendinglesstimewithLifathatisbutwenot

breakingup.Helltotheno!Wewerenowin

January,mamahadsentmemoneytogo



shoppingwellIneedednewclothesforthisnew

yearandsinceLifawasoffweweregoing

together.

InthemorningIwokeuptoanemptyhouse,

mamamusthaveleftalready.Iwasexhausted

sheneededmyhelplastnightwithsome

paperworkandfinancialreports,shemustget

anassistant.Runningacrècheisnotchild's

play,excusethepun.

Irolledoutofbedandwentstraighttothe

bathroomtogetcleanedup&readyfortheday,

Ididn'tgoextraoranythingjustasimplelose

cottonpantsandavestwithsandals,it's

Januarysothesunisoutandblazing.SoIwent

foraratherchilledlooktoday,wellI'malways

chilled.AsIwasbusycombingmyhair,acall

camethrough.Iknewexactlywhoitwas,heis

alwaysearlywheneverwehaveplans.

"baby?"Ianswered



Him:"Love,I'moutside"

Me:"Uhhh,pleasegivemeafewmoreminutes

I'mnotdoneyet."

Him:"Hownotdoneareyou?"Igiggled

Me:"BabyI'lljustopenupforyou"hesighed

"Okay,okay!I'mcoming"

Him:"Nowbabe"

Me:"Yesbabypatience,I'llbetherenownow"

Ihungupandcombedmyhairdown,grabbed

myhandbagandanapplethenrushedoutside.

Hesteppedoutsidethecarwhenhesawme

comingoutofthegateandgavemeatight

squeeze.

"Baby"hekissedthesideofmyhead

Me:"hey"wepulledoutofthehugandhe

walkedtothepassengersideopeningthedoor

forme"thankyou"Igotinandheclosedthe

doorbeforejoggingtohisside



"Sohowareyou?Readyfortoday?"Inodded

causeIhadalreadybeguneatingmyapple

Me:"it'sjustshopping"

Him:"mhmmm"heleanedinandpeckedmy

lips"canIhaveabite?"

Me:"nooo"IbitintotheappleasIputonmy

safetybeltwiththeapplestillinmymouthand

hestartedthecarignition.WhenIturnedto

facehimhetookitandbitintoittothenkissed

meagain

Him:"Thankyou"

Me:*smiles*"Let'sjustgo"

Wedroveofftothemallandbecauseitwasstill

kindofearlyitwasn'tbusyatall,Lifahadme

choosingafewdressesandskirtshere&there,

totallynotmystylebutIguessitistimefor

change.ImeanIhavenoreasontobeself

consciousright?



Afterawholelotofshoppingwewenttobuy

somethingtoeatandwenttoLifa'splace,it

wasearlyafternoonsoIwasgonnastaywith

himtilllate.AssoonaswegotintothehouseI

tookoffmysandalsandthrewmyselfonthe

couch,Iwastired!

"Babyanythingtodrink?"Hesaidthatmaking

hiswayoutofthebedroomcausehewentto

putawaytheshoppingbags.Ishookmyhead

withmyeyesclosed,hejoinedmeonthecouch

andkissedmyneck"baby?"

Me:"Mhh?"

Him:"let'sgofreshenup,you'llfeelbetterafter

ashower"Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim

Me:"Together?"Henodded

Him:"please"Isatup,sodidhe

Me:"baby..."Hegotupandheldouthishand

Him:"come"Igotupandfollowedbehindhim



tothebathroom"I'mnotgonnadoanythingyou

don'twantmetodobaby,relax"heplacedhis

handsonmyshouldersandmassagedthema

bit"wewon'thavesex"Ibreathedout"yet"he

peckedmyforeheadandturnedonthewaterin

theshowerbeforeturninghisattentionbackto

me,pullingmetowardshim.

Me:"Baby"hecuppedmyonecheekandtook

mylipsintohisbriefly

Him:"mh?"Heplacedhishandsonmyfigure

andslowlyslidthemdowntomyass,Iexhaled

softly,Ifeltmyselfreleasingjuices."Yesbaby?"

Helookedatmewhiletakingmyassintohis

hands

Me:"Nosex?"Hepeckedmylips

Him:"Nothingyounotcomfortablewithangel"

hepulledmecloserandIfeltthehugebulge

thathadbuiltupinhispants"Nowrelaxplease,

Ijustwanttofeelyourskinagainstmine"he



kissedmeagainandIreturneditwithasmuch

passionashegaveme,Ikindarelaxedandlet

myselfenjoythemoment.Ifeltsomuchbeing

evokedinme,feelingsthatIwasn'tfamiliarwith.

Hishandmovedfrommyassuptomybreast

andhesqueezedthemslightly,hisbreathing

hadchangedminetoo.Hepulledoutofthekiss

"CanItakethisoff?"Heaskedwhileuntyingthe

beltofmypants,Iswallowedandnodded

"Yes"Isaidsoftly,hesmiledandpeckedmylips

again.Hetookthepantsoff,hiseyesdidn't

leavemineinthatprocess.Soonaftermyvest

followedandIwasleftwithmyunderwear,he

tookonestepbackandlookedatmemaking

meshy&somewhatselfconscious

"YoulookbeautifulBabalwa"Ibitonmybottom

lipnervously,Ididn'tknowwhatwascoming

next.Hetookofftheshortshehadonandwas

leftwithhisunderwear.Ijuststoodthere



watchinghim.

Him:"Love"Ilookedathim"Pleaserelax"

Me:"Iam"

Him:"Noyou'renot"Isighed,hesatonthe

toiletsitandpulledmetostandinbetweenhis

legs"I'mnotgoingtohurtyou"hekissedmy

stomach"Iloveyou"

Me:"AndIloveyou"

Him:"Andyoutrustme?"Inodded"Thenrelax"

Inoddedonceagain

Me:"Okay"hereachedformybackand

unhookedmybralettingthestrapsfalldown

myshoulders,Iwatcheditfallonthefloor.

Him:"Okay?"Inodded,heplacedanothersoft

peckonmystomach"I'mgoingtotakethisoff

now"hesaidthatholdingthewaistlineofmy

panty,helookedatmeforapprovalandI

noddedyetagain.Hepulleditdownslowly



whilelookingmeintheeye,whenhegottomy

kneesIheldontohisshoulderasIsteppedout

of."Thankyou"heranhishandsupanddown

mythighsupmyhipsslightlysqueezingmyass

whileplantingsoftkissesonmystomach.

Thebathroomwasnowfilledwithsteam,he

askedmeturnaroundforhimandIhesitantly

did,Ifelthissoftkissesonmyasscheeksand

himcursingsoftly.HestoodupandIfelthis

handonmywaistthenhisbreatheagainstmy

neck.

"Iloveyou"hesaidrightnexttomyear,that

sentchillsdownmyspinandasensationdown

there.Iturnedaroundandhismemberwas

standingupintheairlookingatme,Iswallowed

Me:"Baby"Isaidlookingathismemberstill

Him:"I'msorryIcan'thelpitbabyyourbodyis

beautiful"heputhishandoveritandopened

theshowerslidingdoor,westeppedinside.



Thewaterfellonourbodies,inawayrelaxing

me.Lifadidn'tsayanythingwejuststoodthere

lookingateachother,hesmiledandwinkedat

me.Iletoutagiggle,hegrabbedthesoapand

scrub,washedeveryinchofmybodyslowly.I

feltsohot,evenmybreathinghadhitched.My

nippleswerehardandstandingforattention,he

droppedthescrubontheflootandputthesoap

away&begunusinghishands.Hestartedwith

myboobs,slowlymassagingandpinchingmy

nipples,IcrossedmylegsasIfeltathrobbing

sensationinbetweenmylegs.

"Ba..baby"hekissedmebutIpulledout"Lifa"

Him:"Wannagetouttheshower?"

Me:*nods*"Please"

Heturnedthewateroffandwesteppedoutside,

hegrabbedthetowelandhandedittome

beforeIknewithehadmescoopedupinhis

armsandheadedtothebedroom.Helaidme



downonthebedandwipedmewiththetowel

beforewipinghimselfandjoiningmeonthe

bed.Welaidtherenakedwithkissinghereand

there,himrunninghishandsallovermynaked

bodythatIhadevengrownusedtohistouch.

Morecomfortableinthisposition,naked&

vulnerablethatwas.

"Pleasegetontop"heaskedlayingonhisback,

Isatupandlookedathishardshaftwhichwas

evendrippingofpre-cum"Iwon'tputhimin

baby,come"

Islowlygotontopandheheldmebymywaist,

Isatonhisthighswhilehismemberlaid

straightonhisstomach.Hishandswentupto

mybreastandhemassagedthem

"canIgetakiss"heaskedpullingmecloserto

him,soonourlipswereintertwinedandour

tonguescollidingagainsteachother.Hishands

neverleftmyboobsbutwerenowpinchingmy

nipplesmakingmerestless,Ifoundmyself



movingupanddownhishardcockevenletting

softmoansbecauseofhowgooditfelt.This

feelingwasforeignyetsoaddictive,Iwanted

moreIdon'tknowIjustwantedmore!

"babyyy"Icriedout"moreplease"hepulledout

ofourkissandlookedatmewithbloodshot

eyes

Him:"More?"Inoddedwhilebittingmylips,he

hadn'tstoppedworkingonmynipples."You

sure?"

Me:"Yesplease"heturnedusoverandwas

nowontop.

Him:"Okay"hepeckedmylipsthenmovedto

myneck,nibblingonitandgoingupear"stop

meifyoufeeluncomfortable"Inoddedandhe

moveddowntomybreasttakingmynipples

intohismouthonebyonemytoescurledand

backarched"youlikethat?"

"Yesss"Isaidbreathlessly,hemoveddownmy



stomachandItensedup.Hemusthavenoticed

causehestopped

Him:"Baby,trustme"

Me:"I'mscared"hemoveduptomyfaceagain

Him:"Hey,it'sme.Lifa"hepeckedmylips"I

won'thurtyoubaby"Ifelthishandatentrance,

heopenedupmylipsdownthereandranhis

fingersupanddownafewtimes"Ijustwantto

giveyoupleasurebaby,appreciateyourbody"I

bitonmybottomlipasherubbedagainstmy

clitandplacedaverywetkissonmyneck

"okay?"Inoddedandhewentdownonceagain

comingfacetofacewithmyvagina."it's

beautiful"Ilookeddownonhim"relaxbaby"

Heplantedsoftkissesarounditbefore

sweepingmyjuiceswithtongueandswirlingit

aroundmyclitoris,Ireleasedasoftmoan.He

suckedonitgivingmeagreatdealofpleasure,

Ifoundmyselffistingonthesheetsand



moaninghisnameoutsenselessly,beforeIlet

outaloudscreamasawaveapleasurerushed

throughmybody.Iwasshakinglikealeafwhen

hecamebackuptomyface.

"Thatwasbeautiful"hekissedme"Thankyou"I

lookedaside"Baby?"

Me:"AmInowsupposedtodothesameto

you?"

Him:"What"

Me:"Youexpectingmetopleasureyoutoo?"

Him:"Babyyounotreadyforthat,Iwon'tpush

youandbesidesIgotpleasurewatching

orgasmpentingbecauseofme"Ihidmyfacein

hisneckandhechuckled"Iloveyoubeautiful"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"wekissedandhelaid

besidesmetakingmeinhisarms,whispering

sweetnothingsuntilIfellasleep.

"Baby"Iheardhimcallout"Babalwa,vuka.It's



gettinglate,Idon'twantyougettingintrouble"I

openedmyeyesandturnedtolookathim.He

wasstandingalreadydressed.

Me:"Whattimeisit?"

Him:"Pastfourlove,getupandgoshowerso

thatwecaneatandI'lltakeyouhomeontime"

Me:*groans*"ButI'mtired"

Him:*smiles*"Iknowbaby"hesatnexttome

"butwedon'twanttogetintroubleespecially

sinceyourbrotherknowsaboutus"Ipouted

andhekissedme"getup!"Heslappedmythigh

"ouch!"Hewinkedandwalkedouttothelounge

area

"MakequickbabyI'mhungryandIdon'twanna

eatalone!"Heshouted,Igotupfromthebed.

Me:"Okay!"

BythetimeIfinishedhehadalreadystarted

eatingsoIjoinedhimandoffwewent.



WhenIwalkedintotheyardmom'scarwas

alreadyparkedoutsideinthedriveway,there

werealsotwoforeignSUVs'parkedontheother

sideoftheroad.Iwalkedinandthehousewas

quiet.Ileftmyshoppingbagsatthedoor.

"Ma!?"IcalledoutasIwalkedtotheloungeonly

tobemetbymymomlookingdistressedand

meninblackstandingintheloungelooking

serious.Iclearedmythroat"Mama?"She

lookedupatme"what'sgoingon?"

Her:"Pleasecallyourbrother"

Me:"Why?What'sgoingon?Whoarethese

people?"

Her:"Babalwaplease"shepleadedsounding

defeated

Me:"Okay"Itookmyphoneoutofmyback

pocket.

•



THEEND

P.S.

Thankyouallforyourpatienceandnotbeinga

rudeaudience,youknowcursingmeoutonmy

absencelikeotherreadersdoonsomediaries.

Thankyouallforgivingmeachancetopull

myselftowardsmyself,y'allareunderstanding

andpatient.Appreciateit


