
HisQueen

Whosaidyouhavetoberoyaltytobethequeen?

Whosaidyouneededtomarryroyaltytohavea

queen?DoesbloodmakeyoutheQueen?orisit

youractions,abilitytoleadthatmakesonethe

Queen!NamiangazbuttheQueenisneeded,

myQueen!

IamZwelibanziCedricMkhizebornandbredin

Durban.IamaCEOatmyfather'scompanyin

joburg..IamthefutureKingofmypeopleback

homehoweverIamstillrunningthecompany

sincemyfatherisstillruling.Ihaveagirlfriend

thatIlovesomuch,hernameisNokuthula

Hlatshwayoshe'salsofromDurbaneMlazi,

she'sbeautifulandsuccessful.sheworksasan

accountantsowhenImarryhertherewon'tbe

anytalksaboutherwantingmymoneyand

mostimportantlysheisroyaltyandsurelymy



parentsaregonnabeimpressedwithher.

-

-

Granny:"Goodgirl..remembertoalwayskneel

wheneveryougiveyourhusbandfoodbut

first..."

me:"Iwashhishandsgogoandpleaselet's

leavethishusbandtalkngimncanekabi"she

laughedandkissedmyhandsthenate.My

nameisSindisiweKhumaloIamfromDurban

ngina18yearsdoingmymatric,Iwasraisedby

mygrandmotherwhommymotherleftmeto,

apparentlyshefirsthadachildfroma

boyfriend..thenmefromthefriendandthen

wentbacktothefirstboyfriendsoyeahallmy

lifeIhaveneverseenher,shedoesn'tsend

moneyformetoeatsoIguessIamdeadtoher

asmuchassheistome.AllmylifeIhavelived

beinginsultedbymyauntsandunclescalling

meaburdenbutgogodidn'tcareshe'dstandup



forme,shestilldoes.

SindyKhumalomylifebeginshere.
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#Sindy

-

ItwasOctoberandkhadstartedwithmyfinal

exam,Iwasalreadyinmyuniformwhenmy

unclegotin..wellmygrandmotherhas4kids

twounclesandtwoauntsidon'tcountmy

motherbecauseshe'salreadydeadtomeeven

ifIcouldfindheraliveitwouldn'tmakea

difference. 

uncle:"Yawena"Iwantedtolaughbecause

uyadelelaplushe'suglybutIdidn'tinsteadI

keptquietandatemyfoot. 



Uncle:"nxxyaziIdon'tevenknowwhyIgreet

you"

me:"makesthetwoofus"heclickedhistongue

andmadefoodforhimself"kantiawudlingani

kwakho?"Iaskedlookingathim,hehashisown

housebuthealwayscomesandeatsatgogo's

house.

Uncle:"nxxRhaaleavemealonewenadotithis

ismymother'sfoodthatIameatingnawegoto

yourmotherand..ohkonjeshedoesn'twant

you,youarejustarubbishthatnoonewants

s..."

Gogo:"YhewenaMuzifusegmarn!!!"sheyelled

comingfromthepassage.

Uncle:"awmommy"

Gogo:"Fuseg..leave!!"

uncle:"Hawuma!"

Gogo:"ngitheHambala!!i'msorrymy

baby..don'tmindhimuyezwa?"shesaidwiping



mytearsInodded.

me:"IshouldleavebeforeIgetlate,byegogo"

Gogo:"byebaby..here"shehandedmeaR50

noteItookitandleft.

Dayswentbyandmyexamswerecoming

alongjustfineandIwasgivingitmyall

becauseIwantedtogetabursaryandgoto

university.Anywayonthe25thofNovemberI

finishedmylastpaperandreturnedhome,AsI

gotcloserInoticedpeopleintheyardIgot

closerandoneoftheneighbourscametome

andheldmybymyhandleadingtothehouse,

thecouchesfromtheloungeweremovedand

therewasamattressthereandacandle,my

olderauntwassittedtherecrying.

me:"What'sgoingon?"

Olderuncle:"Motherpassedaway"Ikeptquiet

waitingforhimtosayhewasjokingbuthe

didnt,tearsfilledmyeyesandaloudsob

escapedmymouth"Heyfusegshutup"I



ignoredhimandcriedlouder.

Neighbour:"Phephisasisi"shesaidbrushingmy

backthensomewomancamewithaglassof

waterandhandedittome.

LateronIwasinmyroomwhenmycousin

cametocallme.

me:"Youcalledmeuncle"

Olderuncle:"Nowthatmotherisnothere..there

isnothingleftforyouhere...leave!"

me:"Cha"

Olderuncle:"Sorry?"

me:"ngithecha!ungizwilemanjeuthinyoriyani"

Iclickedmytongueandwentbacktomy

bedroomandlockedmyselfinthencried,I

knewthatIhadmadethingsworseandmaybe

bytomorrowtheyweregonnachaseme

out.ThefollowingdayswerehorriblebutI

alwaysatebecauseourneighbouralways

broughtfoodinmybedroomforme.Thedayof



thefuneralcameandpassed.Itwasaround

18:00whenbothmyuncleskickedmybedroom

dooropen,theytookmyclothesandmethen

threwmeout,justaftertheydidthatamaroon

Dodgestoppednexttomebythegateanda

beautifulladysteppedoutwearingformalwith

abriefcase. 

Lady:"Hello?areyouokay?"

me:"yesma'ami'mfine" 

Lady:"What'syourname?"

Uncle:"yhiningemibuzowenanondindwa?" 

Me:"SindisiweKhumalo"

Lady:"Ohgogo'sSindy..come"sheopenedthe

gateandwegotin"IamNtombiSibiya..i'm

GraceKhumalo'slawyer"

Uncle:"awhellomsbeautifullawyer"Isecretly

rolledmyeyesbecausethisfoolhadcalledtge

ladyawhorenotsolongago.

Olderuncle:"Followmema'ameventhoughI



don'tseetheneedtocallthisorphaninside

withus..butit'sfine"whenwegotinsidethe

lawyerreadthewillGogolefteverythingforme

includingthehouseandanamountofR450000

whichIdidn'tknowwhereshegotit.

Aunty:"Thisisfake!!!"

Ntombi:"Feelfreetocontestthewillbutitwill

beawasteofmoney"

Uncle:"awmshana"Iignoredhimandwentto

getmyclothes."Letmehelpyouwenamshana

wami"Ikeptandwentbackinside.Ntombitook

mynumberandleftsayingshewillcallmeto

comeandsignsomedocuments.

-

-

#Zweli

-

ItwasthesecondweekofDecemberandmy

parentswerecomingtoJoburg..wellmyfather



hadmeetingsthissidesomomwasjust

comingwithandofcoursetoseeme,Ihave

threesiblingsSbonelo(Myelderbrotherbut

momhadhimbeforemeetingdad)thenmy

littlebrotherNtobekoandthentheprincessof

thefamilySmangele.Anyway Iwasfetching

themfromtheairport(momanddad).

me:"Mother"wehugged.

mom:"Howareyoumyboy?"

me:"Goodthanksandhowareyoumom?"

mom:"goodson"

me:"Dad"weshookhands. 

Dad:"Howareyou?"

me:"good"wegottomycarandIdrovetomy

house.ThuliwasnotaroundsoIshowedmy

parentstheirbedroomthenreturnedtothe

office.Iwasstillbusyonmylaptopwhena

knockcamethrough..

me:"Yes"Isaidwithmyeyesfixedonmylaptop,



IheardsomeoneclearingtheirthroatIlooked

upabdfoundmyexinablackshortdressand

redheels.

Lexi:"Helloloverboy"Ileanedbackonmychair

andlookedatherfromheadtotoeIwontlie

shelookedsexy.

me:"Lexi"shetookfewstepstowardsmeand

satontopofme.

Lexi:"stillsexyIsee"Ichuckledstaringather

juicylips"Kissme..Iknowyouwantto"Ididnt

thinktwiceIkissedherhardandshegladly

acceptedme...inamatterofsecondsour

clotheswereflyingoffourbodies.Itooka

rubberfrommywalletandlockedthedoorthen

fuckedherhard.

Lexi:"goshImissedyou" 

me:"Leavemymeetingisabouttostart"she

lookedatmeshocked"gqokauhambe"

Lexi:"wow"hehethisgirl!whatwasshe



expecting?acuddle?nahIonlydothatwithmy

Thuli.

Itwasaround19:00whenIgothome.

me:"Evening"

Parents:"eveningson"Iwenttomybedroom

andfoundNokuthulapissed.

Thuli:"Howlongareyourparentsstayinghere?"

me:"Foraslongastheywant"Isaidtakingoff

myclothesandwenttothebathroom.WhenI

gotoutIfoundherpacingupanddown.

Thuli:"theyshouldleave..whydidn'tyoubook

themintoahotelanyway?canyoubelievethat

motherofyoursmademecook?"Iaughed

lotioningmybody.

Me:"i'msurethatfoodisburnt"Ididntentertain

hernonsenseofwantingmyparentsgone.

Thuli:"isthatallyouheardZweli?IsaidI..."

me:"Awthingiyodla"Ileftherthere.Thulicanbe



verydramaticattimesthat'swhyIdont

entertainher.

Mom:"AwkodwaZweli...wheredidyougether?"

anotherdramaqueen.

me:"She'sactuallyfromDurban..anda

princess" 

Dad:"Really?"Ismiledandnodded.

me:"yebobaba"

Mom:"ayshedoesn'tbehavelikeone"

Dad:"Maybeyoushouldteachherathingortwo

sinceyouareheredarling?"

me:"Yeahshecouldlearnalotfromyou"

Mom:"Fine"Ismiledmaybeit'sastartofagood

relationshipbetweenmymomandthewomanI

love.

-

Stillneedtimealokmypeoplepleaseallowme

mybreakwithoutbotheringme.Threedaysisall



Iask
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Thenextcoupleofdayswereokay,myuncles

andauntsbeingtoofriendlyandniceto

me...butonethingIdidn'tdowastoeatthe

foodtheygaveme,wellIwasjustbeing

cautiousphelayoumightnotknowwith

them.SothisdaywasfridayandIwascoming

fromEnhle'splace...Enhleismyfriend.Wesaw

myolderunclewiththelawyerbytherivercosy.

Enhle:"it'sstrangeifyouaskme"shssaidafterI

hadtolshereverything.

me:"indeedbutIdon'tcarewhattheydointheir

time"



Enhle:"ChaSindythesepeopleareplaning

somethingandIthinkit'saboutyour

inheritance" 

me:"Idoubtthelawyerwouldriskherjoblike

that"

Enhle:"Youdon'tknowwhatyouruncleis

promisingherrightnow..lookIdon'tmeanto

scareyou..justbecarefulokay?"Inodded.

me:"okay"wehugged.

Enhle:"Bye"Iwavedandpassedmyneighbours

gatebutsheyelledformetocomeback. 

Me:"Sawubonama"shesmiled.

maNdlovu:"Hello mychildhowareyou?"

me:"i'mfinemaandyou?"shesmiled.

MaNdlovu:"Gooduhm..mysonwantstotalkto

you"justthenhersonMduduziwalkedinand

greetedmeithinkheisabout30or33yearsi'm

notsure.



Mdu:"Hi"

me:"hellobhuti?"

Mdu:"i'msorryforyourloss"

me:"Thankyou"hesmiled 

Mdu:"Souhm..hasanyoneoralawyerarrivedat

yourhouse?"

me:"Yessomeladywhosaidwasgrandma's

lawyer"

Mdu:"ohalrightIbelievehernameisNtombi

right?"Inodded"okayuhmSindyi'mgonna

needthedocumentsshegaveyou.Iknow

everythingaboutGogo'swillandsheaskedme

tolookafteryoubecauseofyourauntsand

uncles"

me:"uhmshedidn'tgivemeanydocumentsshe

saidshewillcallmetocomesign"

Mdu:"That'sstrange..okaywhenyougotellme

wewillgotogetherokay?"



me:"okay"MaNdlovucamebackwithfoodand

weatethenIhelpedbhutiMduwiththedishes

andreturnedhome.

-

-

#Thuli

-

05:00inthemorningtherewasaknockatour

bedroomdoor.

me:"Couldyoupleaseattentthat?"

Zweli:"haykahlewena"hesaidcoveringhimself.

'Nokuthula!!!"argIwokeupandworemyrobe

thenattendedthedoor.

me:"Really??"IsaidannoyedlookingatZweli's

mother.

Her:"Youhave20minutestoshowerandcome

down"shethenturnesandwalkedawaynxxI

closedthedoorandreturnedtobedandslept.I



wokeupat06:30andtookashowerandgot

readyforwork,Ithenwentdownwithmybags

andIwaswelcomedbyadelicioussmell.

me:"smellsdevineinhere"Itookaseatas

Zweli'smotherdishedupbutsheonlydished

forthreepeoplethensatdownandate.

me:"Mxm"Istoodupandwenttothekitchen

buttherewasnothingleftIreturnedtothe

dinningroom"andwhereismyfood"

Zweli:"Askies?" hesaidwithhiseyesfurrowed.

me:"Iwantfood"

Zweli:"Thencook!"Iwasabouttoanswerwhen

hepointedatmeandsaid"Fuseg!"Itookmy

bagsandcarkeysandleft.Maybeit'stimeIgot

amaidIuploadedonFacebookthatIamin

needofamaid.MydaycarriedonjustfinebutI

didntgetacallnorsmsfromZwelisoIdecided

tovisithimathisworkplace. 

me:"isZweliin?"Iaskedthereceptionist. 



Her:"Jagothrough"Istaredatherthenclicked

mytongueandwenttoZweli'sofficeIfound

himfixinghimselfwithLexisittedonthecouch.

me:"Whatthehellisgoingonhere?"Lexilooked

atmewithaboredfacethenstooduptaking

herbagandwalkedoutgiggling.

Zweli:"MaCele"hesaidsittingonhischair.

Me:"You'redoingitagain?"

Zweli:"Nobaby..noshe..shejustcametoinvite

metosomepartybutIrefusedofcourse"I

sighedandsatoppositehim.

me:"Sorry..it's justafter..."

Zweli:"it'sokayIunderstand..uhm..ohhlokat

thetimeIhaveameetinginMidrandbabyI

reallyhavetogo"

me:"Alrightletmenotkeepyou..kiss?"Ipouted

mylipdbuthejustkissedmyforeheadand

worehisblazer.Heaccompaniedmetomycar

andthenwenttohis.OhbythewayIam



NokuthulaCeleIam26andworkingatan

accountingfirmIhavethreesiblingswhichare

boysandIamtheonlygirl.

-

-

#Sindy

-

Twodayspassedandeverythingwasbackto

normaltomyfamilyabusingme.Theystarted

insultingmesayingIwasawitchanda

murdererthatkilledgrandma,abitchjustlike

mymother.Itwasaround15:30whenthelawyer

walkedinfollowedbycops.

Ntombi:"Goodafternoon..Iwascalledhere

becausethere'saninvestigationgoingon"

UncleT:"Yeswethinkthiswitchkilledmom,

officerpleAsedoyourjoblookforanythingthat

issuspiciousinthishouse"thepolicestarted

searchingandoneofthemcamebackwithmy



blazer.

Her:"Detective" shetookoutsomethingfrom

myblazer.

Detective:"isthisyourblazer?"Inodded"Doyou

knowwhatthisis?"

me:"No"hechuckledthenkeptsstraightface.

Detective:"Cuff her"heputthesmallbottlein

whatlookedlikeaplasticfilethentheycame

towardsmeItookafewstepsback.

Detective:"Wedon'thavethewholedaygirly"I

shookmyhead.

me:"Ididn'tdoit...Ididn'tkillherI'dnevers..she

wasmyworld..pl..please"Icriedastheypinned

medown.

"Hey...you'rehurtingher"itwasMdu.

me:"Pleasehelpme!!"Isaidasthepolice

draggedmetothevan.
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#Sindy

-

Icouldn'tstopcryingasthecarspedupleaving

atrailofdustbehind.Whenweparkedoutside

thepolicestationanothercarparkedaswell

anditwasbhutiMdu'sFortuner,thetwopolice

officerscametoopenformeanddraggedme

out.

Mdu:"ifyoucontinuewithyourshitIwillsue

you..youbastards!!"

officer:"uhm..sorrylet'sgo"bhutiMduand

MaNdlovufollowedus.

Mdu:"DontsayanythingSindy,thelawyerison

hiswayokay?it'sgonnabeokay"Ilookedat

themasweturnedonacornerdisappearingon

them.



AnhourpassedandIhavebeenquietsince

then..pissingoffthedetective.

Detective:"Admitityoubitch..sayit!saythatyou

killedyourgrandmotherforhermoney"

"Ifyoucontinueattackingmyclientyoumight

findyourselfwithoutajob"saidadarkbuffed

upguyinablacksuitwithabriefcaseinhand.

Detective:"uhm...wewerejustchatting"

Guy:"Getlost"theDetectivedidntsaymuchhe

tookhisrecorderandsmallbookthenleft

"LubanziMaqhubela"hesaidlookingatme.

me:"SindisiweKhumalo"henodded.

Lubanzi:"Iwillaskyouafewquestions...where

wereyouwhenyourgrandmadied?"

me:"atschool"henodded.

Lubanzi:"Wasshealonewhenyoulefther?"

me:"noshewaswithbothmyuncles" 

Lubanzi:"Alright..uhmexcusemeforasec"he



stoodupandwalkedoutthencamebackabout

fifteenminuteslater"Khululalenonsense"the

detectiveuncuffedme.

Detective:"amIallowedtoquestionhernow?"

Lubanzi:"aboutwhatexactly?"thedetective

lookedathimconfused"Whyisthepoorgirl

herehuh?didyouevenchecktheautopsy

reportofthedeceasedbeforedraggingthisgirl

here?"

Detective:"i...uhm"

Lubanzi:"i..uhm what?whereisthesocalled

evidenceyouhave?whatisit?"

Detective:"adangerouspoison"

Lubanzi:"Washergrandmotherkilledbythisso

calledpoison?"Thedetectivekeptquiet"Iwant

tospeakwithyourcommandernow"

Detective:"uh..msirI..."

Lubanzi:"Now!"Detectiveledthewayfollowed

byLubanzi,isatthereforaboutthirtytoforty



minutesthenLubanzicamebackwithawoman

andamanwiththatdetective.

Woman:"CommanderIswearIknownothing

aboutthisIdidn'tevenissuethewarrantof

arrest"

Man:"Mydearwesincerelyapologiseforthis"

hewaslookingatmewithpityLubanzi

marchedtomeandhelpedmeup.

Lubanzi:"Lookatthis!!"mywristswerebruised

bythecuffs. 

Man:"MrMaqhubelaIunderstandyour

frustrationandIamdeeplysorry..lookwewill

payforthedoctorthatwillcheckherup"

Lubanzi:"That's notgoodenough!allthepeople

involvedshouldbedealtwith"

Man:"andtrustmetheywillsufferthe

consequencesstartingwiththisone"henodded

"mydearpleaseacceptmyapologies"I

nodded. 



Lubanzi:"Comelet'sgo"hetookhisbriefcase

andwewalkedout.WefoundMaNdlovuand

bhutiMduwaitingatthereception.

MaNdlovu:"ohmyGod..comeheresweety"she

heldmetightthenkissedmyforehead"areyou

okay?"Inodded

me:"yesmai'mfine"shebrushedmycheek

thenlookedatLubanzi.

MaNdlovu:"Thank you"henoddedaswewalked

out.LubanziandMduwerechattingand

laughingaswewenttothecar.

Mdu:"Howdidyougethere?"

Lubanzi:"Gotanuberfromtheairport"

Mdu:"You'resleepingoveratmyhouse?"

Lubanzi:"Hayiyhuukulalaliingenanetwork"we

allgiggled"ndingalahlwanangumkam"

Mdu:"Stoplyingmarnwehavenetworkinour

areabutokaywewilldropyouoff"theykepton

dissingeachotherabouttheiryearsin



varsity.WedroppedLubanziatthehotelthen

drovebackhome.WhenwegottoMaNdlovu's

houseweheardanoisecomingfrommyhouse

whenwelookedthereweresomanypeople

thereitlookeeliketheywerehavingabraai.

MaNdlovu:"Ijooh"sheclappedonce"itsnot

evenamonthofburyintheirmotherbut..."

me:"Letaloneaweek"

Mdu:"Comelet'sgoguys..ignorethosefools

theyaregoingtopay...markmywords"wewent

insidethehouse.MaNdlovupreparedabathfor

me,IbathedandworeMdu'sshirtthengotin

bedthinkingaboutgogowhichhadmeintears

untilIfellasleep.

-

ThefollowingdayLubanziarrivedandwewent

homewithhimandfoundthehousedirtywith

bottlesallover.Wesatdownandwaitedfor

themtowakeupandtheyfinallydid.



UncleM:"Whatareyoudoin..."

Lubanzi:"HeyVoetsek..sit!!" hesaidstaringat

them,theysatdown.

Aunty:"Whatisthisnow?"

Lubanzi:"Iwantyoutolistencarefully...pack

yourbagsandleavethishouse"Ntombiwalked

inshefrozewhenshesawMduandLubanzi.

UncleT:"Whywouldweleavwourhouse...look

hereboythisisourhomeourhouse"

Lubanzi:"Jongakeungabeuphindeuthiboy

kumamIclear?*unclenodded*MissNtombi

isn'tthisSindy'shouse?"

Ntombi:"I..uhmno..th..thewillstatedthatif

somehowSindyissuspectedinthemurderthe

estateshouldbedevidedbetweenthe

deceased'kids"

Mdu:"AndwhereisthatclausebecauseIhave

theoriginalwithme?"

Ntombi:"..O..or..iginal?"



Lubanzi:"KissyourcareergoodbyebecauseI

willdestroyyouandmakesurethatnoone

touchesyou..markmywords"

Mdu:"GopackyourclothesSindy"Iquickly

rushestomybedroomandtookeverythingthat

belongedtomeandwalkedout.Theyhelpedme

withthebagsandwhenwegottoMaNdlovu's

housetheyputthebagsinthecarandwesaid

ourgoodbyestoMaNdlovuandLeft.

me:"uhmwherearewegoing?"

Mdu:"Joburg"

Lubanzi:"uhmexceptforme.Iwillstayanddeal

withyourfamilyandthatbitch..and

unfortunatelyyouwon'taccessyourinheritance

yetbutIwillmakesureyougeteverycentback"

me:"Thankyou"

Mdu:"Howlongwillthistake?"

Lubanzi:"Probablyamonth...safejourney"he

saidgettingoffasweparkedoutsidethehotel.



-

Idon'tknowwhenwearrivedbecauseIwas

wokenupbyMduandthecarwasparkedinthe

garage.

Mdu:"Girlyoucansleep"Igiggledlightlyaswe

walkedinsidethehouse.

me:"Wow!"thehousewasbeautiful"goshyour

houseisbeautiful!"

Mdu:"Thankyou..let'sgotobedyouwillseeit

properlyinthemorning"heshowedmemy

roomthenleft.Itookashowerintheensuit

bathroomthenslept.

-

IwalkeddownandfoundMduwithabeautiful

yellowbonewearinghisshirtandablackleather

bumshort.

me:"Goodmorning"

Her:"ohhi,YoumustbeSindyi'mKhwezii'mhis

girlfriendIhaveheardsomuchaboutyou..gosh



you'resobeautifulIlo..."

Mdu:"Babe!!"hesaidlaughing. 

Khwezi:"sorryi'mjustexcitedandshe's...."

Mdu:"You'redoingitagain!"shegiggledand

huggedme.

Khwezi:"Welcome andpleasedon'tmind

him..hesaysItalkalot"

me:"andhe'sright"wegiggled

Khwezi:"Whatevs...breakfastisreadythenwe

willgoshopping"

Mdu:"Pleasedon'tbankruptme"sherolledher

eyesandhandedmemyfood.

me:"Thankyou"weatethenIdidthedishesans

wenttofreshenup.

-

-

#Zweli



-

Nhanhla:"Whyareyoustillwithherbro?"asked

mylittlesisterasIavoidedThuli'scalls.

Nonhlanhlaisthelastbornsherentsan

apartmentbecauseshecan'tstandThuli.

me:"She'sbeenthereformethrough

everything"

Nhlanhla:"Soyouthinkyouoweher?soyou're

notwithherbecauseyouloveher?youjus..."

me:"Eyawkahlenawe"shegiggledandtookher

phoneanddialled.

Mtho:"Nhlanhla! "Mthocomesaftermethen

there'sourbigbrotherSanelewhoisn'tdad's

biologicalsonbutheloveshimsomuch.

Nhlanhla:"Guess what?"

Mtho:"What?"Ichuckled

Nhlanhla:"Ourbelovedbrotherisnolonger

inlovewiththedevil"Iheardmybrotherwhislte

incelebrationwhilebothNhlanhlaandI



laughed.WespokeforawhilethenleftIwas

takingherout.Onourwaymyphonerang.

me:"Thuli"

Thuli:"Whyareyounothome?didIdo

somethingwrong?"

me:"I...."

Thuli:"IhaveapologisedtoyourparentsandI

amwillingtolearnafewthingslikeironingand

stuff...pleasecomehome"

me:"LaterIamstillbusynow"Ihungupand

continueddriving.

Wefoundparkingandgotoff. 

Nhlanhla:"I'mvisitingmyparents"Ichuckled

andtookherhand.

Aftershoppingwewenttoputthebagsinthe

car.Asweturnedsomeonebumpedorrather

threwherselfatmesplashingjuiceonmyshirt.

Her:"Pleasehelpme"shethenhidherself



behindme.IlaughedwhenIsawthatshewas

runningfromsomedirtyymadguy.

me:"Hey...stayaway..leaveheralone"thepoor

guyheldouthishandandItookmywalletand

gavehimar10notehetookitandranoff.

Me:"Hi"IsaidasIturnedtolookatthelady

behindme"youcanopenyoureyeshe'sgone"

Her:"thankgoodness"shesaidlookingupatme

withherbeautifulseagreeneyes,sheblinked

herlongeyelashesthenstaredatme.

Her:"uhmthankyou"shethensmiledand

lookeddownasInoticedherdimples"i'msorry

aboutyourshirt"

me:"it'sokay"IsaidasIcontinuedlookingat

heradmiringherbeauty.

her:"Bye"

me:"bye"sheleft"Godshe'ssobeautiful"

Nhlanhla:"Youtookhernumberright?"shit!I

didnt! 



me:"uhm...Dammit!"Itriedsearchingthtough

thecrowdbutshewasalreadygone.
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AcoupleofdayspassedandIwasgettingused

totheplacebutsometimesI'dgetbored

especiallywhenIamaloneduringthedaysoI

askedforMdutohelpmelookforapiecejobat

firstherefusedbutIdidn'tstopsoheendedup

agreeing.Itwasaround20:00andwewere

watchingtv.

Khwezi:"SindyloveIhaven'tfoundanythingyet

butIwillkeeplooking"

Mdu:"Shedoesn'thavetoworkthough"

me:"Iwanttobhuti"hesighed.

Khwezi:"erh...there'safriendofminelookingfor



amaidthoughbutIdoubtyou'reinterested"

me:"actuallyIam..I'dlovetotakethejob"

Mdu:"Forgetit!"

me:":please!!"Isaidwithbeggingvoice.

Mdu:"but..."

me:"IappreciateeverythingyoudoformebutI

can'tjustsitbackalldaypleaseletmetakethis

job..prettyplease"

Mdu:"Fine!butyouwillbestayinghere..Iwill

driveyoutheremyselfeveryday"Iscreamed

andstoodupanddanced.

Khwezi:"Areyousureyoucanhandleallthe

housechores?Idon'twantyouslavingaround"I

quicklynodded

me:"Yepdon'tworryIamusedintohouse

chores"theylookedateachotherthenbackat

measIbeamedwithexcitement"Ican'twaitto

getpaid"theychuckled. 



Khwezi:"Plusit'saprettygoodmoney"myface

litupmakingKhwezitolaugh.

me:"Howmuch?"IaskedexcitedlywhileMdu

laughed.

Khwezi:"R4,500" Iexcitedlyjumpedandstarted

dancingwhiletheylaughed."Letmeconfirm

thatyou'retakingthejobthem"Inoddedand

satdown.Khwezigotbusyonherphone.

-

ThefollowingdayIwokeuparound05:00and

tookashoweranddressedintoapairofjeans,

vestandajacketwithblackconversesneakers

Itiedmycurlyhairintoaneatbun.Mduknocked

onmydoor.

me:"Coming!"Itookmyslingbagandwalked

out.

Mdu:"Morning"

me:"Morningbhuti"wegotinthecarandleft

withKhweziwithusaswell.Wegottoahuge



mansionandbuzzed,wegotbuzzedinandMdu

droveinandparkedinthedriveway. 

Lady:"IamThuliandIamyourboss"shesaid

afterMduandKhwezihadleft.

me:"Sindisiwe"

Thuli:"Madam...IamSindisiwemadam,sayit"

me:"IamSindisiwemadam"

Thuli:"Goodnowgetstartedwithbreakfast...my

bloodyfatherinlawlikessoftporridgeplease

makeitandoh...hereisyouruniform"Iwentto

changethenstartedwithbreakfastjustlikehow

gogotaughtme.Around06:30anotsooldlady

walkedinandgreetedme.

Her:"Goodmorning"

me:"Goodmorningma'amhowareyou?"Isaid

stirringtheporridge.

Her:"Goodthanksandyoumychild"

me:"i'mfine..pleasegotakeaseattheporridge



isalmostready"shesmiled

Her:"Dishupfor5peoplemydear"

me:"alrightma"shesmiledandleft,Idishedup

butfirstlookedforadishandpouredwarm

waterthentookasoapandaclothandwentto

thedinningroom.

me:"Sawubonababa"Ikneltandgavehimthe

soap,hetookitandwashedhishandsthenI

wenttotheoldladyandafemalewholooked

myageorabitold.

Her:"Youdonthavetokneelonme"Ismiledand

lookeduptoher"ohmyword"shescreamed

andgavemethecloththenranup.

me:"weird"

Man:"She'slikethat"Ismiledandwenttofetch

theirfood.WhenIreturnedIfoundmadamwith

themaswellsoIgotherfoodaswell.

Thuli:"Whatthehellisthis?babygirlIdonteat

thistrashIwantaproperbreakfast,eggs,



bacon,sausages...areyoustillhere..move!!"I

wenttothekitchenandgotstarted.whileIwas

busythegirlcamein.

Her:"Youcanbringmybrother'sporridge"she

saidsmilingtakinghers.Iwarmeditupabit

thenputitonthetrayandwenttotheliving

room,Ikneltinfrontofthefamiliarguyand

handedhimthefood.

Him:"thankyou"ItookaglanceathimasI

stoodupandwalkedaway.helookedfamiliar

eventhoughIdon'trenemberwhereIsawhim.

WhenIgottothekitchenIfishedupmadam's

breakfastandtookittoher.

Thuli:"Iamostdiedwithhunger"

Girl:"theworldwouldbebetterwithoutyou"

Woman:"Nhlanhla!"shewarnedthegirljust

giggled.Istartedcleaninginthekitchenafter

collectingthedishesofcourse.Madamleftfor

workleavingmewiththeladieswhowere

helpingout. 



Nhlanhla:"Haveyoucheckedupstairs?theother

rooms?"shehadamischievoussmile.

me:"yesexceptforthemainbedroomtheboss

isstillthere"

Nhlanhla:"I'dgocheckifIwereyouoryou'llbe

introuble"therewassomuchsarcasmand

sillinessinhervoicewhichmademegiggleand

left.Iknocked.

Him:"Comein"

me:"MorningsirI'dli..."

Him:"Sir?nopleasedon'tcallmethat...come

closer"Itookafewstepsclosertohim"callme

Zweli"

me:"i'mSindisiwe"

Zweli:"Sindy..doyourememberme?"

me:"uhm..no"

Zweli:"Ohmygoshpleasehelpme"he

mimickedmyvoiceIlaughed.



me:"ohGoditwasyou?"hesmiled.

Zweli:"Yepohandbythewaythatshirtisstillin

thelaundry"

me:"i'msorry"hechuckled

Zweli:"it'scool"

me:"uhm..canIcleannowsir?"

Zweli:"ngizokphoxa"Ismiled

me:"sorryZwelipleasestepoutIneedtoclean"

henoddedandstoodup.

-

-

#Zweli

-

Godshe'ssoinnocent,sobeautiful,hersmile,

herbeautifuleyesmakemykneesweak.When

mysisterbargedintomyroomIwasaboutto

fuckThuliItoldhertogeyoutbutsherefused

andtoldmethatshe'sgotabeautifuland



preciousthingthatIhavebeenyearningforof

late,eventhoughIdidn'tthinkaboutthe

mysterygirlIgotcuriousandgotdressedwhile

Thulipulleddownherdressandstormedout

leavingysisterlaughingandsaid"ucansi

luyahlanyisaJesu" 

Whenshekneltinfrontofmeservingmeihave

noticedsomefamiliarityonherbutmyheart

starteddancingandtwerkingwhenshelooked

upatmethenturnedandwalkedaway.my

sisterwaslookingatmewithasmirkonher

thengavemethelongestwinkwithafunny

face.

Dad:"YinimanjeNonhlanhla?"NhlanhlaandI

laughedassheignoreddad.WhenThulifinished

eatingsheaskedmetofollowhertothe

bedroomandIdid.

me:"wasup?"shetookfewstepsandgotcloser

tome.

Thuli:"Iwasthinkingmaybewecould.youknow"



Iremovedherhandsonmychest

me:"You'regonnabelateforwork"shegitangry

andleft.

Whenmyinnocentbeautifulgirlwalkedinside

mybedroomIswearIsmiledandhearungher

beautifullaughterwasjust...so...God Idon't

evenknowhowtoexplainit.Anywayaftershe

askedmetoleavethebedroomIwent

downstairsandfoundmysisterlaughingonher

phonebutshehungupandlookedatme

smiling.

Nhlanhla:"Ohmydearbrother"shesaidwithher

handunderherchin"Jehovahmsizebaba"I

laughed

me:"yousuchafool"shegiggled

Nhlanhla:"Iknow..so?"shegavemealook.

me:"Relaxwillyou...she'snotthattypa

girl..she'sinnocent"

Nhlanhla:"Yesandpleasegetyourshittogether



firstbeforeaskingherout..bythatImeandump

thedevil..ohkodwayou'reoldtothepoorgirl

Zweli"

me:"Fuseg"shegiggled

Nhlanhla:"Imeanitthough...sortyourissues

firstbeforegettinginvolvedwithher"Inodded

inagreement.

-

LaterthatdayIwaswithThuliinthebedroom.

me:"UhmThuli?"

Thuli:"Yesbaby"Itookherhands.

me:"YouknowIangratefulforeverythingyou

didfoemeright?standingbyme,supporting

methroughitall..evenaftercheatingonyou

countlesstimesyoustillstayed..uhmnanathe

pastcoupleofweeksIhavedoneakotof

thingsincludingcheating..andIalsodidalotof

thinkingandIcametorealisethatIamwasting

yourtimeandbeingselfishsoIdecidedtolet



yougo"

Thuli:"What?Zwelino..lookbabyIthinkyou're

confusedsoIwillgiveyousometimet..."

me:"Idon'tneedtime"sheshookherheadand

stoodup.

Thuli:"Butyouloveme"

me:"notanymore"shegaspedandblinked.

Thuli:"Nobabyyoudo...lookbabyIwillgosleep

intheguestroomtogiveyouspacethenwewill

talkinthemorningokay?"shewalkedout.
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#Sindy

-

Mducouldn'tstoplaughingasIwastelling



themaboutmymadam,hewasworsewhenI

uttered'madam'.

Mdu:"Itoldyounottobotheryourselfwith

workingbutawulaleliSindy"

me:"wellIthinkIwillstop" 

Mdu:"GoodbecauseIdontwantyoube

anyone'sslave"Inodded.

me:"butonceIgetpaid"

Mdu:"Amen"Igiggledandateup.Whenwe

finishedeatingbothhimandKhweziinsistedon

doingdishestellingmetogorestbecauseit's

anotherdaywith'madam'tomorrow.Ileftthem

andwenttomyroomandtookoutmyphone..it

wasaSamsunggalaxy-pocketandIcalled

Enhle.

Enhle:"Sindy!"

me:"Heyyougood?"

Enhle:"i'llbegoodifyoutellmewhereyouare

andthatyou'reokay"Ihuffed



me:"i'mfinebabeandi'minjoburgi'msorryI

couldn'ttellyoueverythingjusthappenedso

fastandthenwhenIgothereIwasalittle

busy..beingshownaroundandstuff"shesighed

inrelief.

Enhle:"i'mgladsotellmeeverything"Inarrated

thestoryforherandshecriedmakingmecry

too.

-

ThefollowingdayItookabathandworea

whitefloweredsummerdresswithsandalsI

thentiedmyhairintoaponytailandtookmy

slingbagputtingmyphone,lipbalm,pondsand

comb.

me:"morning"Igreetedthelovebirdsholding

eachotherinthekitchen.

Khwezi:"Morning loveuhmbr..."Igiggled

me:"Don'tworrysisiIwilleatcereal"she

noddedImademyselfacerealthenate.AfterI



wasdoneMdutookmetowork.

Mdu:"Ithinkit'syourlastdayhere"hesaidas

weparkedoutsidethegate.

me:"Whydoyousaythat?"

Mdu:"Ifoundyouaspaceattheofficebutwe

willtalklater"Inoddeandopenedthedoor.

me:"Byebhutihaveagoodday"

Mdu:"youtoobabygirl"Ibuzzedandsomeone

buzzedmeinMduhootedanddroveoff.

me:"Morningmadam"Igreetedshewasatthe

kitchendrinkingtea.

Thuli:"Yes"Iboiledwaterandstartedwith

porridgethenontheothersidefriedeggsand

baconformadamthenImadetoast.Itook

everythingtothelivingroomandshefollowed

andsatdown,Nhlanhlawasthefirsttocome

downfollowedbyherparentsthenherbrother,I

wenttofetchwaterforthemtorinsetheir

hands.



Thuli:"Whataboutme?oramIinvisibletoyou?"

sheaskedwithandangryvoice.

me:"IthoughtyouhadalreadybathedsinceI

foundyoualreadydrinkingtea" 

Thuli:"wellIdidn'tnowbringcleanwaterforme"

Nhlanhla:"Habe!!Sindysitdownsisiudle"

me:"noIalr..."

Thuli:"ISAIDBRINGMETHEBLOODYWATER

DAMMIT!!"

me:"sorrymadam"

Zweli:"Madam..wtf?Sindycomebackhere"

me:"ButsirI.."

Zweli:"Sindy!!"hisvoicewasnowfirmsoIhad

nochoicebutwalkbackwitmyheaddown

"Joinus"

me:"Ialreadyateathomesir"

Zweli:"ZweliorCedric"



Thuli:"whyshouldhecallyoubyyourname

baby?youareherboss"

Zweli:"Angikhuluminawewena,sowhichone

doyoupreferSindy?"

me:"uhm..Cedric"hesmiled. 

Zweli:"greatnowcomelet'ssharemyfood"I

shookmyhead.

me:"noi'msorrybutIcan'tdothat...awoman

doesn'tshareaplatewithamanit's

disrespectful"

Zweli:"Huh?"

me:"Amanissupposedtobeservedhisown

foodandnottosharewithanyoneotherthan

hiskidsandevensonooneissupposedto

disturbhimeating"

Zweli:"butit'sjustfood"Ishookmyhead.

me:"i'msorrybutIcan'tignorewhatIhavebeen

taught...excuse me"istoodupandwenttothe

kitchenthenstartedcleaning. 



Ma:"Whotaughtyouthat?"

me:"inima?"

ma:"Everythingyouknow,respect,cookingsand

all"IsmiledlightlyasIrememberedeverything

wedidtogether..herguidingmeandscolding

me.

me:"Mygrandmotherma"

Ma:"wowI'dliketomeetheronedayandtell

herhowmuchofagoodgielyouareand

respectingherwisheseventhoughshe'snot

around"Ifakedasmilethenkeptquiet"areyou

okaySindy?"

me:"Yebomai'mfine"shenoddedandputthe

dishesonthedishwasherthenleft. 

Thuli:"Idon'tremembersayingyoucoulduse

mydishwasher!takeoutthosedishesandwash

themwithyourhands!!"shesaidmarching

insidethekitchen.

Zweli:"YouwilldonosuchthingSindy!"Thuli



turnedandfakedagiggle.

Thuli:"HawubabyIwasjustpullingherleg"

Zwelijuststaredatherthenlookedatme.

Zweli:"AreyouokaySindy?"

Thuli:"HernameisSINDISIWE"Zweliignored

herashemadehiswaytome.

Zweli:"Sindy?"hecalledoutholdingmy

shoulders

me:"i'mfine"henoddedandremovedhishands

thengrabbedThuliandwalkedoutwithher.

-

-

#Zweli

-

Ipushedherinsidetheroomandhuffed.

me:"iwantyououtofmyhouseThuli"

Thuli:"butZweli.."



me:"nobuts..pleasego"

Thuli:"OkaylookbabyIamsorryaboutthewayI

treatedSindy..IwillchangeIpromise..Iwill

rrspectyourparentsIswearplease!"shewas

nowholdingmebutIyankedmyselfoffher.

me:"Thulino!it'sover!ithaslongbeenoverbut

wewerebothindenial...lookyou'reanamazing

personbutIdon'tloveyouanymore"

Thuli:"NoIdon'tacceptthat..Icant...Iwon't!I

willgoforacoupleofdaysthencomebackand

wewilltalk" 

me:"It'soverThuli"sheignorwdmeandstarted

packingIjustsighedandleftherthere.

Nhlanhla:"Going totheoffice?"Inodded

me:"goingtopickupsomefilesthencome

back"shesmiledandcontinuedcleaningthe

lounge.

WhenIgottotheofficeIdidntleaveassoonas

IthoughtIwould.Ihadtolookoversome



potentialclientsandsignoffsome

documents.AsIwasabouttoleavewheniLexi

walkedinfollowedbymyp.a.

me:"Whatnow?"

Lexi:"IneedyouZweli"Iknewexactlywhatshe

meantbutIwasn'tinthemood.

me:"asyoucanseeIamrushingsomewhere

nowexcuseme"Itookmythingsandwalked

outandtheyfollowedIlocjedthenleft.

-

WhenIgothomeIfoundSindyplayinggames

onherphonesittedonthecouchalone. 

me:"Hey"

Sindy:"Hi"Isatonthecoffetableandfacedher.

me:"SoSindy...tellmeaboutyourself"

Sindy:"IamSindisiweKhumalo18yearzold

workingforMrCedric"

me:"Whataboutschool?"



Sindy:"Zivaliwe"Ichuckledasshesmiled

me:"Okay..family?whereisyourfamily?"she

keptquietforawhilethenreleasedahugesigh.

Sindy:"Idon'thaveafamily"sheswallowedhard

"M..mygrandmotherpassedawayafewweeks

ago"

me:"i'msorry"shekeptonswallowingand

shakingherhead.

Sindy:"Shew..wa..smyeverything"tears

escapedherbeautifuleyes,Iwentovertothe

couchandhuggedher

me:"i'msorrySindy..Ididn'tknow"shequickly

pulledbackandwipedhertearswiththeback

ofherhands.

me:"Come"webothstoodupandwentoutside

"Takeoffthisnonsense"sheremovedher

uniformandwasnowleftwithherdressgosh

mtdickreactedasIsawherbeautifullegs.ifit

wasanyotherhoeIwouldhavefuckedherright



thereandthen.Wesatnexttothepool.

me:"Soyouwereraisedbyonlyyour

grandmother?"Iaskedaftershetoldmeher

storyofnotknowingherparents.

Sindy:"yepupuntilnow"

me:"Wow.uhmi'msorryyoulosther."

Sindy:"it'scool..partoflife"shesaidwith

sadnessinhervoice.

me:"Butyouhaven'tdealtwithherdeath...you're

stillhurting,verymuchso" 

Sindy:"Ihavetobestrongformyself"

me:"CanIbestrongforyou?"shelookedatme

abitshocked"please,behurtandsadandlet

mebestrong"

Sindy:"Why?"

me:"becauseIwantto...Iwannahelpyou

throughthepain"

Sindy:"Youwon'tbeabletobecau..."



me:"because?"

Sindy:"itmightbemylastdayhereubhutiMdu

saidhegotanotherjobformeathisworkplace"

myheartbeatacceleratedasIlookedatherin

shock. 

me:"NoSindyyoucan'ttakethatjobplease" 

Sindy:"butwhy?"

me:"Because..Uhm...youalreadyhaveonehere

andit'sshortnotice..atleaststayforamonth

please"shekeptquiet"PleaseSindy!"

Sindy:"amonthonly"

me:"Yes!!Imeangreat"

-
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#Thuli

-

AsmuchasImissedZweliIhadtobestrong

justforafewdaysandgivehimabreather.I

knowhelovesmeit'sjusthe'sconfusedatthe

momentItookmyphoneandcalledmymom.

Mom:"heysweety"

me:"heymommyhowareyou?"shesighedand

rightthereIknewthere'saproblemwithher

sister-wife...wellmydadhastwowives.

mom:"LonelyhoneyyourfatherandPhindileleft

mealoneit'sbeentwoweeksnow"Ifeltsorry

forherbutwhatcouldipossiblesay.

me:"i'msorrymom"

mom:"it'sokaymydearhowisZweli?"

me:"He'sgood..we'regood"

mom:"that'sgoodtohearmydear"she

soundedsodownshameandtobehonestmy



fatherloveshissecondwifemorethanmy

momandheshowsit.

me:"areyougoingtobeokaymom?"

mom:"Yesmydeari'mgonnabefine"wespoke

forawhilethenIhungupandorderedroom

service,whileIwaswaitingformyfoodI

decidedtocallmyman,hisphoneranguntilit

wenttovoicemailandwhenIdialledagainit

sentmestrAighttovoicemail.Myfoodarrived,I

ateandslept.ThefollowingdayIwokeupand

tookashowerthengotreadyforworkand

whenIgottheremybosswasspittingfire

yellingateveryone. 

me:"mornin"

Anga:"Nyorning? isthisthetimetoarriveat

work?listenhereifyou..."

me:"Dontyellatme"hetooktwostepstowards

me.

Anga:"uthiktheni?ListenheregirlythisisMy



companyandyougobyMyrulesifyoudon't

likethemFuckoffyou'renotthatspecialand

trustmeIcanreplaceyouwithinanhouramI

clear?*Inodded*secondlyIamsickandtired

ofyourbullshitandslackingfromtoday

onwardsyouarriveontimeanddowhatI

fuckenpayyoutodoorelseisfubasdibane

nomgubasesivene?"

me:"Yes"

Anga:"SIR..SAYYESSIR!!" 

me:"Yessir"

Anga:"tshiiyouthinkthisisyourfather'shouse

nxx...backtoworkeveryone!'eyeswereonme

asthebosswalkedtohisofficeIquicklyrushed

tothebathroomandcriedalittlebefore

washingmyfaceandappliedmake-up,the

thingaboutmeisthatIdon'tliketobeyelled

at.TherestofthedaywasjusthellwithMr

Damaneonmycaseandwantingeverythingin

order.16:30IknockedoffexhaustedlikeadogI



justdrovetothehotelandtookalongbubble

bath.

-

-

#Sindy

-

ThepreviousdayIhadspokentoMduabout

workingforZweliforamonthandluckilyhe

didn'tgivemeahardtimeasIhadtoldhimthat

Iammanagingwellatwork.SoIhadfinished

cookingandsetthetableforthefamily.

Zweli:"Aren'tyoujoiningus?"

me:"nomyrideisonit'sway"CedricandIhad

becomeabitclose,heasksalotaboutmeand

alwayslistentometalkingnonstop.

Zweli:"ohokay"heseemedabitsadbutI

couldn'taskhimwhatwaswrongbecauseI

heardahooter.



me:"timeformetogo..bye"

Zweli:"bye"Itookmybagandrushedout.

ThefollowingdayIarrivedatZweli'shouseand

madeEnglishbreakfastforeveryonethentidied

upabitbecausethehousewascleansoI

decidedtodothelaundry. 

Zweli:"thereyouare"hesaidleaningagainstthe

doorframe.

me:"helloaren'tyougoingtowork?"hechecked

thetime.

Zweli:"Iam..around08::00notnow"hethen

lookedatme"Howareyou?"

me:"okay..Iguess"Isaidputtingtheclotheson

thetumbledryer. 

Zweli:"Come"heheldouthishandandIslowly

wentuptome"yourhandplease"

me:"Areyouplanningonpinchingme?"he

laughed.



Zweli:"NopeIwouldn'twannahurtyou"Iputmy

handonhisandhepulledmetlthebalcony,

havinghishandonminemademefeelsone

typaway.

me:"Ishouldbeworking"

Zweli:"there'snothingtodointhere" 

me:"thenwhatarewedoinghere?"hestarted

againwithhisquestions,askingmehowIfeel

andallaboutmyrelationshipwithGogowhich

resultedmeincryingmylungsout.

Zweli:"Youhaven'tdealtwithGogo'sdeath,

you'rehidingwithkeepingbusyandyoudon't

wannathinkabouther..whichistotallywrong

Sindy"hewasrightmaybeIwasindenialor

maybeIdidn'twannadealwithherdeathatall.

me:"i'mfine"

Zweli:"Noyou'renot,lookIdon'tmeantopryor

anythingbutIjustwantyoutoheal"

me;"Thankyou"hesmiled. 



Zweli:"Comehere"heopenedhisarmsand

huggedmetight.

-

AcoupleofdayspassedandZweliwasalways

athomeifnothe'dcomebackduringlunchand

thenconstantlycallhissistertocheckupon

me,thisdayitwasFridayandNhlanhlawasout

withherparentsandIwasaloneinthehouse.

Zweli:"Hey"Ijumpedoffthecouch"what's

wrong?"

me:"nothing"helookedatmequizzicallythen

stoodupandwenttothekitchenandcame

nackwithplatesandglassesanďajuiceunder

hisarm.Heplatedtheburgersintheplatesthen

pouredthejuicethenhandedmethefood.

me:"Thankyou"

-

-

#Zweli



-

AswewereeatingItookaglanceatherand

watchedhereatingthenIsawasauceonthe

sideofherlip.GodknowshowmuchIwantedto

lickitoffbutIcouldn'tdothatnowcouldI?

AnywayIclearedmythroat.

me:"Youhaveuhmm...abitofs..."shestarted

wipingherface"Letme"Iwipeditwithmy

fingerthenlickedit.

Sindy:"yho"Ichuckledandcontinued

eating.AftereatingSindytidiedupthenwewent

outsideandplayedgamesandtobehonestI

washavingagoodtimeandseeingherlaugh

carelesslymademefeelatpeace.

me:"NouyangirobamanjeSindy"shelaughed

Sindy:"Justacceptdefeat..comeontakeitlikea

man..checkmate"

me:"Okayfine!!"shesqueeledandstarteddoing

herhappydanceswayingherhipssidetoside.



Sindy:"mymoney"shesaidsmilingwithher

handheldout,Ihadpromisedtopayherifshe

beatme.

me:"ButS.."

Sindy:"ha.epayup"Itookoutmywalletand

tookoutR500andhandedittoher.

Sindy:"Ahbakithi,saybyedaddyandhellow

mommyshameIpityyoubecausethere'salot

ofabusehere"Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

me:"Abuse?"shegiggled. 

Sindy:"yeahtheywon'tstaywithme,shewill

buyairtime"webothlaughed

me:"andtheothers?"

Sindy:"Theyaresafe..fornow"itwasnice

seeinghersocarefree,smilingandlaughing.

LateronmyparentsarrivedwithNhlanhlathen

Sindywenttocookandasusualshemadea

verydeliciousdish.



Nhlanhla:"AySindyIapplaudyouyou'reagreat

cook..yourhusbAndwillbeverylucky"

Dad:"Indeednana"

Nhlanhla:"Iwonderwhoisthatbastard!"I

chokedonmydrinkastheylaughed"ukahle

bhutiza?"

ma:"areyouokay?"Inodded

Nhlanhla:"soSindydoyouhaveaboyfriend?"

Godpleaseletitbeno..mysistersmirkedatme

thenlookedatSindy.

Dad:"Nhlanhla!!"hewarned

Nhlanhla:" #JustAsking"bothmomandI

laughed.

Sindy:"noIdon't"

me:"Thankgoodn...uhmIthinkIneedwater"I

stoodup

Nhlanhla:"i'msureyoudo"mxmIigmoredher

andwenttothekitchen.



-

AweeklaterSindyandIhadgottencloserand

wespentsomuchtimetogetherand

sometimeswe'djustlookateachotherbutthen

she'dbreakthecontactandlookaway.Iwasat

theofficelookingatSindy'spicturethatshehad

postedonfbwhenmydooropened.

Lexi:"You'resoscarcethesedays"

me:"Lexi"shesatonthedeskandlookedatme

"achairwouldbenicethankyou"

Lexi:"What'sgoingon?"

me:"Youneedtostopcomingtomyoffice"

Lexi:"butwhy?"

me:"Ican'tcarryonlikethisIamagrownman

soitstimeIactedlikeone"

Lexi:"oh"

me:"yeahIneedtocommitandrespectmy

womanLexiandthatmeanscuttingtieswith



you"

Lexi:"Iunderstand"whatilikedabotheristhat

shewasmatured,webothstoodupandhugged

thenshekissedmylips.

"ohsorrywedidn'tmeant..."shesaidpulling

Nhlanhlaout.

Me:"Dammit!uhmpleasego"

Lexi:"bye"shewalkedoutIfollowedbehindher

lookingforSindy.
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Me:"Dammit!"IcursedasIsawMrHlophe

makinghiswaytotheboardroomwehada

meeting.



P.a.:"What'swrong?"

me:"nothingjusttellthemIwillseethem

shortly"henoddedandrushedtothe

boardroomwhilstIwentbacktomyofficeand

tookthedocumentsIwasgonnaneedthen

wenttothemeeting.

-

-

#Sindy

-

Idon'tknowwhyIwassoupsetbutIwasand

whatmadethingsworsewasthefactthathe

didn'tcomeafterme..uhmusmxmwhywould

he?Imeanhedoesn'thavetoexplainhimselfto

meorhissisterforthatmatter.Thedriveback

tothehousewasquietandIwasokaywithit

becauseIdidn'twannatalkatall,whenwegot

tothehouseIstartedcookingbecauseIwanted

toleaveearlyIdidn'twannaseethatjerk.



me:"nx"

Nhlanhla:"Sindy areyoualright?you'vebeen

clickingyourtongueallthewayfromZweli's

workplace"

me:"I'mfine" 

Nhlanhla:"Alright"shethenleftthekitchenwith

theglassofjuiceinhand.BythetimeIfinished

cookingthetimewas15:49Iwenttotakeoff

myuniformandtookmybag..bythewayIhad

takenoffthemaiduniformwhenIwasgoingto

Zweli'sworkplace.AnywayItookmybagand

walkedtothelivinvroom.

me:"uhm..goodbyeeveryoneIwillseeyou

tomorrow"

Nhlanhla:"You'renoteatingwithus?"

me:"ChaIamgoingoutwithubhutinosisi"she

noddedreluctantly.

Nhlanhla:"ohokaybutwaitforZwelitotakeyou

home"



me:"NothanksIalreadyrequestedacab"which

wastrue,minuteslatermycabarrivedandI

saidmygoodbyesandleft.WhenIgothome

therewasnooneinthehousesoIwenttotake

alongbaththenwenttocook,Khwezigotin

whenIwashalfwaythroughandshehelped

complainingaboutherworkandcolleagues

thebtokdmestoriesaboutsomeofthemwhich

werefunny.Mduwalkedinandgreetedthen

wenttochangeandcamedownthenwe

ate.AfterfinishingcleaningthekitchenIwentto

mybedroomandfoundmyringingphone. 

me:"hello?"

Zweli:"soyou'retakingNhlanhla'scallsnot

mine?"

me:"IwasinthekitchenIdidn'thearthephone"

Isaidcalmly.

Zweli:"Yeahright..canwetalk?"

me:"about?"



Zweli:"Whatyousawattheoffice?"

me:"Thereisnothingtotalkabout,it'syour

officeandweshouldhaveknockedIgetit"he

sighed

Zweli:"That'snotwhatIwasgonnasaySindy.

.lookI'msorryyouwalkedinonthatyou

shouldn'thaveseenthatandIpromiseitwon't

happenagain"

me:"Youdon'thavetoexplainyourselftome

theonlypersonyoushouldbeexplainingtois

yourgirlfriendnotme"Iswallowedaftersaying

thatbecauseIwasgettingupset.

Zweli:"Don'tbelikethatplease"

me:"Ihavetogo"Ihungupandswitchedoffmy

phone.

-

-

#Zweli



-

ThemeetingtooklongerthanIexpectedwhich

frustratedbebutIheldittogetherthroughout

themeeting,assoonasweweredoneIwalked

outandrushedtomyofficetakingmythings

andrushedhomeandunfortunatelyIgothome

andfoundthatSindyhadalready

left.DisappointedIwenttotakeabathandgot

dressedintoshortandvestwithpushins.After

dinnerIfoundthecouragetocallSindybutshe

didn'tpickupandthatfrustratedmeevenmore

becauseIwantedtotalktoherandmakeher

understandaboutthatstupidkissandIwas

surelygonnalie,wellnotreallyIwasgonnatell

herthatLexiismyexandnothingmoresoshe

wasjustpassibgby.AnywayafterIspoketo

SindywithNhlanhla'swhichdidn'thelpmuch

becauseshehunguponmeItriedagainbutit

didn'tgothrough,IsighedthengaveNhlanhla

herphone.

me:"Goodnight"



Nhlanhla:"Won't youtellmewhatshesaid?"she

yelledasIwalkedout.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeuparound09:00

andmademybedthenwenttotakeashower

andwentdown. 

me:"morning"

Dad:"morning..aren'tyousupposedtobeat

work?"

me:"noIwillbeworkingfromhere"

Dad:"alrightuhmyourmotherandIareleaving

today"

me:"NextweekMonday"Iwasenjoyingtheir

presence"Iknowyouhavedutiesathomebut

pleasejustafewmoredays"

Dad:"Didyoursisterputyoutothis?"Ichuckled

me:"no...so?"

Dad:"Monday!"

Nhlanhla:"Yes!" weateandfinishedthenItook



thedishestothekitchen.

me:"hey"

Sindy:"hello"shecontinuedwithwhatshewas

doingIplacedthedishesdownandwentto

standbehindher.

me:"HowmanytimesmustItellyoutostop

wearingthisnonsense"

Sindy:"10milliontimes"

me:"i'msorryaboutwhatyousawIpromiseIan

notthattypeofaman"

Sindy:"Whyareyouapologising?"Ismiledand

turnedher

me:"whyareyouupset?"Sindy:"i'mnot"

me:"ifyousayso.anywaythereasonIam

apologisingisbecauseIcareaboutyouand

plusIdon'twantyoutoseemeasabadguy"

Sindy:"Butyouareabadguy"Ilookedather

waitingforhertocontinue"playingtwowomen



ixnotsomethingagoodguywoulddo"

me:"i'mnotplayinganyonethatwomanismy

ex!"sheturnedandgotbusy"LookI'msorryfor

snappingatyouIjustdon'twantyoutoseeme

asabadguy..IlikeyouSindy,verymuchso

the...pleaselookatme"sheshookherheadI

gentlytookherhandandmadeherfaceme"i

wasn'tplanningontellingyouthisnow

but..Sindyican'tholdmyfeelingsanymoreand

nowthatyouseemeasthisbadpersoni'm

scaredthatyouwon'tgivemeachance"

Sindy:"i..uhm..yhoo"

me:"iswearshe'smyexandshejustpassedby

andIhavetoldhertonevercomebyorcontact

meagain"shefiddledwithherhands"Sindy

pleaselookatme"

Sindy:"ican't"Iliftedherchinandgotcloserto

her.

me:"iwon'thurtyouipromise"Ipeckedherlips

thengentlytookherbottomlipandsuckedonit,



sherespondedandwekissedforsometime

beforeshepulledout.

Sindy:"i'msorrybutIcan'tdothis"shewas

abouttoleavewhenIheldherstill.

me:"Why?"sheshookherhead.

Sindy:"You'remyboss"Ismiledather

me:"Thenyou'refiredSindy"shequicklylooked

upatmeshocked.

Sindy:"But..."

Me:"Sindyyourexcusecameupwithasolution.

.soi'mgonnaaskyousomethingandpleasebe

honestwithmeandyourself"

Sindy:"okay"

me:"Doyou..uhmfeelthesameaboutme?do

youwanttobewithme?doyouseeyourselfin

arelationshipwithme?"shenoddedlooking

down"IwantwordsSindy"

Sindy:"yes..but whataboutma'amsisThuliand



I'mscared"Iwasabouttoanswer

"uyenzaniinganewena?"thatwasmymother.

me:"Luthowearejusttalking"shelookedatme

thenSindy. 

Ma:"Alright"shesaidsmilingthenlookedatus

againbeforewalkingout.

Sindy:"ihavetofinishuphere"

me:"finebuttellmewhenyou'redone"she

nodded 

Sindy:"okay"

Iwasbusyinmystudywhenaknockcame

through. 

me:"it'sopen"myfatherwalkedin"Khabazela"

hesatdown.

Dad:"Iwantreports"Ifilledhiminwithwhathe

wantedthengacehimfewdocumentsIhad

withme.

Dad:"sotellmewhereisthatcrazygirlfriendof



yours?"Ilaughed

me:"Iknewit"helaughed"youlikenewsfather"

Dad:"leavenealone..so?"

me:"Ibrokeupwithher"

Dad:"Thankgoodness"webothlaughed

me:"ButsherefusedsayingIamconfusedthen

leftsayingshe'sgivingmespace"Dadlaughed

hard

Dad:"phew...sorryuhm...areyouconfused?"he

askedtryingnottolaughbutIcouldtellhe

wantedtolaugh.

me:"noI'mnot"

Dad:"ahem...soSindy?"

Me:"closethedooronyourwayout"he

chuckledandleft.

IwaswithSindyinthekitchenhelpingherwith

theplates.Dadhadorderedpizzahesaidhe

wasgivingSindytimetorestsoweoptedfor



pizza.Wewerestandingnexttothekitchen

counterwithmyhandsonherwaiststaringin

herbeautifuleyes.

me:"you'resobeautiful"sheblushed

Sindy:"Thanky..."

"Nyanyu?!heesatanyou'retestingmeneh?

kwami?!nxxrhaa"shemarchedtowardsusI

tookSindyandputherbehindmebecauseI

knewshewasgoingtoattackherIstaredather

asshegotcloser.
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Istoppedonmytracksashegavemethe

coldestlookeverandrightthereIknewifI



daredandtookanotherstepcloserI'dbein

trouble.

Me:"Babe..how..howcouldyoudothistome,a

maid?"hedidn'tanswermehecontinued

staringatme"LooknanaIforgi..."

Zweli:"Fuseg!!shutup..lalelakeNokuthulaIwill

saythisonemoretimeandIwon'tsayitever

againuyangizwa?"Inoddedashekepta

straightface.

me:"Yeah"hetookonestepcloserkeepingeye

contactwhichIcouldn'treallystandbecausehe

lookedscary.

Zweli:"It'sover!"

me:"Babypleasedon'tdothisplease...looklet's

talkinprivateIknowyoudon'twantto

embarrasshersolet'stalk..IloveyouZweli

please..don'tthrowawaythegoodthreeyears

wehad..."heinterruptedme

Zweli:"Yhewena!"Ilookedupathim



"ngizwe,readmylips..it'sover..nowhereiswhat

youwilldo,you'regonnagotakeyourbags

fromtheguestroomandleavemyhouse,keys

andtheremoteandnevercomeback"Iwas

nowcryingbecauseIlovedhimsomuchandit

hurtsobadthatIwaslosinghim.

me:"ZweliIloveyou"

Zweli:"seconddooronyourleftwhereSandile

usuallysleepswhenhe'shere"hethenturned

andfacedhisbitchcuppingherface"you

okay?"Ijustrushedoffandwenttothat

guestroomwhichwasdownstairsandtookmy

bagsandloadedtheminthecaranddrove

awaycrying.WhenIgottothehotelIcalled

Khweziwhilecrying.

Khwezi:"Hey"

me:"Pleasehelpme.Zwelileftme...shetook

himfromme"Icriedoutloudly.

Khwezi:"woahI..uhmsorrywhotookhim?"



me:"thebitchyoufoundasamaidheleftmefor

thatuglytrash!!"Idon'tknowwhoIwasfooling

becausethatgirlisbeautiful,hotashell,hada

greatbodywhichwasoneofthereasonsi

forcedherintothatmaiduniformshekinda

remindsmeofmybiologicalmother,wellasmy

fatherhastwowivestheyoungerwifeismy

biologicalmotherbutIwasraisedbytheolder

wifesoItakeherasmymotherbecauseshe's

beenthereformethroughthickandthinwhile

motherdearestisgalavantingwithdad.anyway

IwasbroughtbackbyKhwezi.

Khwezi:"Areyoustillthere?'Iclearedmythroat

wipingmytears.

me:"yespleasetalktoher..tellhertoleavehim

aloneplease"

Khwezi:"Iwilltry" 

me:"thankyou"Ihungupandorderedroom

servicewithtwobottlesofwine. 

-



-

#Zweli

-

SindylookedshakenbyThulibutIdidn'tblame

herthatgirliscrazy. 

me:"i'msorryaboutthat"shesighedleaningat

myhandthatwasonherface. 

Sindy:"Whatifshehurtsme?"igentlycaressed

hercheek

me:"I'dneverletthathappenIpromise"she

noddedasIhuggedher.

Sindy:"Ihavetogethome" 

me:"letmedriveyou"shenoddedandwentto

takeherbagandcamebackinherblue

highwaistedjeanwithawhitetuck-investanda

denimjacket.MyjawdroppedasIsawherwell

builtbody,shewasasize34kindagirlwitha

tinywaistandanaswithhipsjustperfect.



Sindy:"hello?"Isnappedoutofitandclearedmy

throatthenwenttofetchmycarkeys,yesit

wasn'tmyfirsttimeseeingherbutatthemallI

was'charmed'byherbeauty.Anywaywe

conversedthewholewaytoMdu'shouse.

me:"Don'tforgetyouarefired"shelaughed.

Sindy:"whenwillIgetmysalarysir"sheasked

smiling.

me:"uhm..i'llcomefetchyoutomorrowthenyou

willgetyourpayment"shenodded.

Sindy:"Bye"

me:"Kisskissfirst"Ipoutedmylipsshegiggled

andgavemeasoftpeck."uyang'robhamanje"I

heldthebackofherneckandwesharedalong

passionatekiss.

Sindy:"Byenow"Ismiledandnodded. 

me:"bye"webabykissedthenshegotoffI

watchedhergotintheyardandIdrovehome.

-



-

#Sindy

-

Khwezi:"Giiirll!!!"shesaidexcitedlyasIwalked

insidethehouse.

me:"sisKhwezi"shegiggled.

Khwezi:"mhhmFatherGawdthankyoufor

makingSindytakethatwitch'smanamen..so

omoshapilekastenagirl...highfive"shegiggled.

me:"youknow?"shenodded.

Khwezi:"yepandIamhappy...thatgirlditched

mybrotherandlefthimheartbroken"

me:"ohIthought"

Khwezi:"Iamhappysweetybutwehavetokeep

yourrelationshipbetweenusatleastuntilyou

startvarsitythentellMdu"Inodded.

Mduwalkedinfollowedbysomehugeguywho

lookedlikeKhwezi,Iwasaloneinthelounge



whentheywalkedin.

Mdu:"Hey"

me:"Hibhuti"

Mdu:"ThisisBulelani..Khwezi'sbrotherBuja

thisisSindymylittlesister"

Buja:"hello"

me:"Hi"hewasabouttospeakwhenhisphone

rang

Buja:"Grootman. ..noI'matKhwezi'splace..yhoo

mkminaKhwezi"shecame

Khwezi:"Hello...haha..bye"

WehaddinnertogetherthenBujaleft.Ididthe

dishesalonethenwenttobed,Zwelicalledand

wespokeforawhilethenhungupandslept.
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-

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandsentSindy

amorningtextthenheadedtothebathroom

andtookashowerandgotreadyforworkthen

afterItidiedupmybedroomthenheaded

downstairs. 

Dad:"WhereisSindykanti?"IheardhimaskasI

walkeddownthestairs.

me:"Ifiredher"

Them:"WHAT?!"theysaidinunision.

Dad:"why?whathappened?"

me:"lutho"Isaidtryingtokeepastraightface.I

walkedtothekitchenandmademyselfacereal

andstartedeating.

ma:"Yhewena"Ilaughedandateupignorigher

"Zweli!"



me:"Iameatingmotherpleasedonotdisturb"

shesmackedmyheadandclickedhertongue

thenstartedwithbreakfast.

me:"ngobauSindiengasekhoibreakfastisidliwa

ntambamal.."Ididn'tfinishmomthrewasliced

cucumberatmeIduckedlaughing,mysister

gotingiggling. 

Nhlanhla:"Ihatetoagreebut.."

Dad:"Heyfusegleavemywifealone"mom

blushedandwinkedatusasdadheldherwaist

bringingherclose.

me:"andthat'smycue"Istoodupandrinsed

thebowlandturnedtowalkout.

Dad:"Didyouaskherout?"Iturnedandlooked

athimgivinghimaquestioninglook"Sindy"I

smiledandwalkedawayleavingthemlaughing.

WhenIgottomyroomItookmyphoneandcar

keysthenleft,myphonehadamessagefrom

Sindyshewasrespondingtomytext.Atthe

officethingswerenotthatbusybecausewe



wereclosingforDecemberandwehaddone

almosteverythingthepreviousday.Around

13:00Idecidedtoleteveryonegoandsincewe

weren'tgonnahavebraailikealwayseveryone

leftandIclosedupwiththehelpofoursecurity

guys.IcalledSindyonmywaytoherhouse. 

Sindy:"hi"

me:"yougood?"

Sindy:"goodandyou?"

me:"I'mgood..i'monmywaytofetchyou"I

heardhergasp

Sindy:"areyouserious?ohGodwhatamIgonna

wear?whydidntyoucalltotellmetoget

ready?"

me:"I'mtellingyounowmybaby..getready"

Sindy:"okaybye"shehungupandleftme

chuckling

me:"girls"Istartedatthegaragetofillupmy

tankandgotmyselfapacketoflaysandan



energydrinkthendrovetoherhouseslowlyjust

togivehertime.

IcalledherassoonasIpackedtwohouses

fromhers.

Sindy:"30minutes"

me:"Iknowthatsandhour"Imumbled. 

Sindy:"whatwasthat?"

me:"nothingloveIwillwait"shesaidokaythen

hungup.

AsIhaveanticipatedIwaitedforanhourand

twentyminutesbutIdidn'tcomplainbecause

shelookedgorgeousIgotoutasshewalked

towardsthecar,shecametomesmiling

lookingdownandliftedherheadasweshared

ahug.

me:"heybaby"Ipeckedherlipsandlookedat

herbeautifuleyes.

Sindy:"hi"shewipedmylipswithherthumbs.



me:"Youlookbeautiful"

Sindy:"thankyou"IheldherwaistasIwentto

openthedoorforher.Igottomysideaswell

andstartedthecaranddroveoffweconversed

allthewaytomyhouselaughinghereandthere,

whenwegottothehousetherewasnoone

therewhichwasagoodthingbecauseIdidn't

wantmynoseyfamilymakingmybaby

uncomfortableespeciallymyfather,thatman

canbeverynaughty.Iwenttomybedroomand

tookaquickshowerthenworeamaroonskinny

jeanwithadenimrippedshirtandwhirejordan

sneakers,Ipuffedmycolognethenwalked

down.

me:"hopeIdidn'ttakelong"shesmiled

Sindy:"nonotatall"Itookherhandthenwe

walkedout.

Wespenttherestofourdayatthepark,we

startedatthemallandgotsnacksthenwentto

thepark.Wegottoknoweachotherbetter,likes



anddislikes,goalsandambitions,Iactually

enjoyedsittingaroundwithherandjusttalkI

haven'tdonethatinalongtimeandhopefullyit

wasthefirstofmanymomentslikethatone

becauseIlovedlisteningtoherspeakand

hearinghersweetgiggleshereand

there.Around16:30wegotupandwenttothe

car.

Sindy:"Thankyoufortoday"Itookherhandand

kisseditanddrovewiththeotherone.

me:"andthankyouforagreeingtobewithme"

shesmilednoddinglightly."yourbankingdetails

ma'am...bythewaywhichbankareyouusing?"

Sindy:"Capitec"

me:"clevergirl,I'lltransferyourmoneyright

now"Isaidaswegottoherneighbourhood,I

parkedmycaranddidthetransfer.

Sindy:"Cedricthisisnottheamountweagreed

on"



me:"incane?"hereyespoppedlookingatme.

Sindy:"noit'stoomuch,weagreedonR4,500"

me:"taketheextraR1,000asatokenof

appreciationforeverythingyoudidatthe

house"shesighed"please"

Sindy:"finebutdontdoitagain"

me:"dowhat?"myphonebeepeditwasmy

fatheraskingmetocomeback.

Sindy:"givememoney"

me:"wewilltalkmybabyrightnowIhavetoget

home"Ipulledherforakissthenshegotoff

andIdrovehome.

-

-

#Thuli

-

Mymother...biologicalmothercalledsaying

theylandedhereinjoburgsotheywantedmeto



fetchthemandIdid.Weweredrivingtothe

hotelwhenmomspoke.

Mom:"wherearewegoing?"

me:"Hotel" 

mom:"aren'twegoingtoZweli'shouse?"I

shookmyhead"ohwhy?"

me:"hisparentsarearoundsohedoesn'twant

themtoknowthatwearestayingtogether"

mom:"ButIdontunderstandthis..thinawe

alreadyknownje'Ijustkeptquietavoidingto

cry.TheybookedtheirownroomasIwentto

mine.

Thefollowingcoupleofdayswereworseand

mymotherkeptaskingmetotellherthetruth

butIdidnt.DadleftforDurbanalonebecause

granddadwasverysickandmomstayed

behindbecauseshewasvery'worried'about

me.

-



-

#Sindy

-

ItwasaTuesdaymorningandIwastakinga

bathaftercleaningthehousewhenmyphone

rang.

me:"hibabe"hekeptquiet"stopsmiling"he

chuckled

Zweli:"Mybabyhowareyou?"

me:"goodandyou?"

Zweli:"Babymyfriendsanstheirpartnersare

goingouttadayplease...pretty pleasecome

withme"

me:"okayit'snotlikeIhavesomethingtodo

anyway"

Zweli:"perfect"

me:"sowhatshouldIwear?"

Zweli:"nothingfancymybabyjustcasual



clothes"

me:"Alright"wehungupandIstartedlooking

forsomethingtowear.

ZweliarrivedjustasIfinishedgettingdressedI

tookmybagandphonethenwalkedoutlocking

thedooraftersettingthealarm.Zweliwas

standingoutsidetheQuantum,wehuggedand

kissedthenwewentinsidethecaranddrove

off.Therewerethreeguysandthreeladiesthen

thedriver.

Zweli:"uhmbabethisisMichaelandhis

girlfriendMonica,AustinandIsabellaandthat

isNkosinathiandPortiauhmeveryonethisis

mybabySindy"

Them:"hiSindy"

me:"Hello"

Portia:"Youlookyoun..."

Nathi:"Manjewenauhlanganaphi?"

Bella:"Shuuu"theothersgiggledItookoutmy



phoneandquicklysentatexttoKhwezitelling

heraboutmywhereabouts.

Bella:"ComesitnexttomeSindy...MoveAustin"

hechuckledasweswappedseats.

Wespentthedayatsomeplaceandtherewere

actuallyalotofpeoplthere.Somedrinkingand

dancingincludingZweliandhisfriendsbutI

wasn't.ThisAustinguykeptlookingatmeand

wouldsmilewhenIlookathim.

Zweli:"Austin!!"helaughed.

Austin:"Relaxmanshejustremindsmeof

someone"Zwelistaredathim"Cedriccomeon

bro..okayIknowthiswillsoundcrazybutshe

remindsmeofauntyMichelle"theyallturned

andlookedatme

Monica:"andyoureyeslookthesame"we

lookedateachother'seyesthenhestoodup

takinghisphoneoutandmadeaphonecall.
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AustincamebackandsatnexttoBellathen

sippedonhisdrink,helaughedashesawthat

wewereallstaringathim.

Austin:"There's nothingtotell.maybetomorrow

wewihaveaclearexplanation,butIdohope

thatmysuspicionsarecorrectDimples"Sindy

giggledshakingherhead.Anyhowaswe

changedthetopicconversingaboutgeneral

stuffPortiaexcusedherselfandleft. 

Michael:"SoSindy..uhmdon'tgetmewrongbut

howoldareyou?"

me:"noneofyourbusiness"helaughedignoring

me.



Sindy:"18"hewhistledlookingatmewiththe

cornerofhiseye.

Michael:"he'sthirty"Sindychokedonhisdrink

lookingatme,shelookedcutewithhereyes

poppedout.Wealllaughedatherfacial

expression. 

me:"he'slyingI'm28mybaby"

Michael:"Youstillolddickhead"Igavehima

starewhichcausedhimtolaughoutloud.

me:"shutupyoufool..I'mnotthatoldbabydon't

mindthisidiot" 

Bella:"oh-oh"weallturnedandlookedatwhere

shewaslooking,PortiawaswithThulilaughing

andwalkingtowardsus.

Austin:"Nathi?" hesaidbrushinghiscurlybrown

hair.

Nathi:"Ididn'tknowaboutthisIswear"Iheld

Sindy'shandsqueezingitabitshelookedatme

thenfakedasmile.



me:"finishupwe'releaving"shenoddedand

finishedhermeatanddrinkasIrequestedan

uber.

Austin:"I'mleavingaswell,areyoustaying

babe?"

Bella:"wha..withthatcowaround?niedankie"

shegulpeddownherwine,wellhalfofmy

friendshatedorstillhateThulibecauseof

herattitude,she'sstuckupandlooksdownon

people.Ialwayssawthatbutwhenyoulove

someoneyouignoretheirflaws.Anyway

everyoneendedupleavingbecausetheydidnt

wannastaytothesameplaceasThuli. 

Thuli:"soy'allleavingbecauseofme?"Monica

chuckledsarcastically. 

Monica:"ohdon'tflatteryourselffsweetyyou're

notthatspecial" 

Thuli:"mxm..Zwelicanwetalk?"

me:"Ihavenothingtosaytoyouandplease



stopthisnonsenseofyoursoffollowingme

around"IgentlypulledSindyandwewalkedto

thecar.

Thuli:"Momisaround..shewantstotalktous?"

me:"tellherwebrokeupandayeke

ukungbanfelaisfece"shegasped,Sindygotin

firstandIfollowedhersittingnexttoher.

Thuli:"Wearecomingovertoyourhouse

tomorrow"Iclickedmytonguethenpushedher

outofthecarandslammedthedoorlockingit,I

thenturnedtolookatthedriver.

me:"Drive"

Driver:"whatabout...?"

Nathi:"leaveherbehind"hestartedthecarand

droveoffleavingPortiaandThulithere.

me:"i'msorryaboutthatbabeIhadnoideashe

wasgonnacome"

Sindy:"it'sfine..it'snotyourfault"shesaid

smilinggentlyatmethenputherheadonmy



shoulder. 

me:"Iloveyoumybaby"shelookedupatme

andsmiled. 

Sindy:"metoo"Iquicklylookeddownathershe

giggledputtingherheadbackonmyshoulder.

Me:"Sindy!"

Sindy:"letmebemkhulu"Ichuckledandpushed

heralittleandlookedatheramused..she

laughedlookingoutsidecausingmetochuckle.

Thedriverdroppedusatmyplacethenthe

othersleft.Myplanwastospendsometime

withSindyandprobablytrickherintospending

thenightwithme,Ijustwantedtowakeupnext

toherthat'sall.Anywaytherewasnoone

aroundsowewentupstairstomyroom.Itook

offmyshoesandhelpedSindyofhersaswell

andthenweclimbedontopofthebed.

Sindy:"Whenwillyoutakemehome?"

me:"whenIwokeupfrommynapbaby"she



noddedputtingherheadontopofmychest.

Sindy:"don'tgetmewrongIenjoybeingwith

youbutIdontwannabeseenasdisrepectfulto

Mdu"

me:"Iunderstandmybaby" 

Sindy:"thankyou"Ikissedherforeheadandheld

hertight.

-

IwokeuptwohourslaterandSindywas

sleepingpeacefullynexttomewithherlips

poutedItooknyphoneandsnappedafew

photosthenwenttothebathroomtorinsemy

mouth,whenIreturnedIgotintheclosetand

changedintosweatpants,vestandsleepers

thenwentdownstairs.

Nhlanhla:"awbhutiza"Iignoredherandwentto

thekitchen"uyaziIwasthinkingtocallSindy's

brotherandtellhimthatshe'llbespendingthe

nightherebut..nevermindIshouldn'tput



myselfintotrouble,toodles"sheturnedand

walkedaway.

me:"wait!pleasecomeback"shestoppedand

lookedatme

Nhlanhla:"yes?" Ichuckled

me:"whatdoyouwant?"shesmirkedandcame

closer. 

Nhlanhla:"5K"

me:"mustyoubesneaky?"shegiggledandtook

outherphone.

Nhlanhla:"Doyouhavethenumber?"Inodded

givingherMdu'snumber,shespoketohimthen

hungup.

me:"Thankyou"shesmiled

Nhlanhla:"mymoney"Ilaughedandtransfered

themoney."yourfoodisinthewarmer"Inodded

andwenttotaketwoplatesinthewarmerthen

pouredtwoglassesofjuiceandheaded

upstairs.Sindywascomingfromthebathroom



whenIwalkedin.

me:"Hey"shesmiledfaintly

Sindy:"hi"Iputthefoodpnthebedsidetable

thenwenttogethermyshortandt-shirt,she

changedthenweateconversing. 

Sindy:"Ishouldcallathome"

me:"Don'tworryaboutthatit'ssorted"she

nodded,aftereatingItookthedishes

downstairs.

Dad:"isitSindy?"

me:"Baba?"hechuckled

Dad:"ungizwekahle"Iputthedishesonthe

dishwasherthensaidgoodnighttodadandleft.

Iheardthewaterfromtheshowerrunningand

theclothessheworewereonthebedIquickly

fixedthebedandworemypjbottomthengot

tobed,minuteslatershecameoutwithatowel

wrappedaroundherbodythenlotioned,the

sightofherflawlessskinmademybodyreact



andmymembershookandstoodbutIhadto

controlmyselfbecauseIdidntwannascareher

off,soignoredlookingatherssshe

lotioned.Whenshewasdoneshegotdressed

intomyt-shirtthencametobed,wespoke

throughthenightcuddlinguntilshefellasleep.

-

ThefollowingmorningIwastakingSindyhome,

afteropeningthegateasIwasabouttodrive

out,Smangele's(Thuli'smother)cardrovein

thenstoppedbehindmine,Isighedassheand

herdaughtergotoutofthecarandwalked

towardsmine.Shebangedmywindow. 

me:"Let'sgobackinsidebaby"Isaidgettingout

ofthecarandwenttohersideopeningforher.

Sindy:"Can'tyoutakemehomefirst?"Ishook

myhead

me:"no..Iwantyouhere..bymyside"Itookher

handandkisseditthenheadedinthehouse. 



Dad:"Manjewenawhyareyoumeddlingin

children'saffairs?"wegotintheloungejustas

myfatheraskedthequestion.

Smangele:"Yoursonhastotake

responsibility. .heshouldmarryher"Mom

laughed

Ma:"becausetheyhavebeenstayingtogether?

youmustbeoutofyourmindwoman..it'snot

likeshehaseverwantedtoleaveandstayon

herown,she'sbeeneatingmyson'smoney,the

clothesshe'swearing...shouldIgoon?"before

SmacouldanswerAustinwalkedinfollowedby

hisfatherandthreeothermenwhowereinhis

father'sage..exceptthattheywereblack

becausetheyspokeXhosa.

Austin:"Goodmorningeveryone"Smasuddenly

sweatasshelookatAustin'sfatherwhocoldly

staredather.

Man1:"Drinkanyone?"hebroketheintense

silencegulpingdownthescotch.



Dad:"Youmaysitdown"

Austin:"Thankyou..uhmthisismyfather

ChristopherMcCarthyandthesearehisfriends

andbusinessassociates,RichardMyeni,Luxolo

DamaneandMkhuseliMaqhubela"

Richard:"Shine" hesaidliftinghisglassup

makinguschuckle.

Dad:"Pleasuretomeetyouer..."

Austin'sdad:"whereisshe?"hisfacewasnow

red,Smangele'slipstrembled.

Sma:"I...Ihadanabort...."

Austin'sdad:"DON'TFUCKENLIETOMEYOU

BITCH!I'mgonnaaskyouonemoretime

SmangeleKhumalo...whereismychild?where

isAngela?"

Smangele:"she's inDurbanwithmymotherbut

m..m-ymothernamedherSindiswaor

SindisiweI'mnotsurebecauseshewasaweek

oldwh..."



Sindy:"No"shequicklystoodupattemptingto

runbutAustinheldherarmandhuggedher.

Austin:"Thisisherdad"Smangelegaspedin

shockasChristookstepstowardshisdaughter.
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#Zweli

-

TosayIwasshockedwouldbean

understatementIwasbeyondtheword

shocked.Smangeleneverappearedtobethe

typeofwomanwhocouldbethiscruel..leaving

aweekoldbaby?howsickcanshebe.Myfocus

wasbroughtbackbyAustincallingoutSindy's

name.

Sindy:"i..i..i.c-a-n-tbr.."shewaspantingtrying



hardtobreathbutshecouldn't,LuckilyChris

wasalreadybehindhegotherbeforeshecould

fall.

Luxolo:"giveherspace"hesaidaswewereall

infrontofSindyasChrislayedheronthecouch.

Chris:"Shouldn't..ohhey"hegentlybrushed

Sindy'sforeheadwhojustcried.Chrisstoodup

andfuriouslybrushedhisfacethenlookedat

hisdaughter,Isatattheedgeofthecouchand

tookSindy'shandandsqueezeditshequickly

satupandhuggedme.

me:"I'msorry"shejustcriedasIheldhertight

allowinghertocry.

Chris:"Why?" 

Sma:"I'msor..."shedidn'tfinishweheardaloud

soundofaslapfollowedbyascream.

Richard:"Haymarnrhatisuphambene?"Itilted

myheadandlookedatChriswhohadhishand

onSma'sneck.Richardwasnexttohimtryingto



removehishandonthehandandhefinallydid

withthehelponmyfather.

Dad:"Thisisdisrespect..Iunderstandyouranger

butyoucannotcomehereanddosomething

likethis!!"Chrissatdownandbrushedhishead

usingbothhishands.

Chris:"Iapologiseit's..just..fuck!!"hestoodup

andwalkedoutandMkhuselifollowedhim.

WhenSindywasfinallycalmsheremoved

herselffrommychestandwipedhertears.

Sindy:"I'msorryaboutyourt-shirt"shesaid

lookingatmywetchest.

me:"hey..itsokay"shesighedandlooked

aroundthenshelookeddown.

me:"areyouokay?"sheshookherheadand

tearsfell.

Sindy:"I..Iwannabealonepleasetakeme

home"

me:"uhm.okay"webothstoodupandItookmy



carkeys.

Ma:"whereareyougoing?"

me:"shewantstogohomema"shelookedat

methenSindy.

ma:"okayubekahleSindymntanami"

Sindy:"ngyabongama"shecametohugher

thenwewalkedtothedoorandmetupwith

Chris.

Chris:"goingsomewhere?"

me:"takingherhome"

Chris:"Home?Ithoughtshestaysherewith

you" 

me:"nouhmshe'sstayingwithherbrother"

Sma:"whatbrotherareyoutalkingabout?"

Richard:"uthule wena"theotherslaughed.

Chris:"SweetheartcanItalktoyouplease?"

Sindylookedatmethenherfather."Please"she

sighedandnoddedChrisheldherhandthey



walkedout.

Richard:"Can'tyoutalkhere?wealsowantthe

juiciestpartofthenews"IheardChrislaughas

theyleft"BythewayIamRichardasyouhave

heard"

Dad:"thisismywifeZandileMkhizeandiam

MxolisiHenryMkhize"

Luxolo:"nicetomeetyou"

Richard:"ohwsizovanamnanaweHenry"dad

chuckled

Dad:"whyisthat?"

Richard:"becausesinamagamae-apartheidsoy

two"wealllaughed,momcamewithNhlanhla

withfood.

Mkhuls:"thembamqalauzawginya"Richard

laughedandnudgedhim.

"Austin!!!"Austinstoodupandrushedoutthen

camebackandgrabbedhiscarkeysrushing

out,everyonestoodupandweallfollowedhim,



ChrishasSindywhowasbleedingfromher

nose,hisjeansweresoakedwithblood. 

Luxolo:"whathappened?"heshruggedgetting

upwithSindythenwenttothecar.

WedrovebehindthemtothehospitalNhlanhla

calledMduontheway. 

Sindygotadmittedbecauseofthebloodshe

waslosing.Afteranhourthedoctorcametous.

Doc:"wearestillrunningsometeststhenwe

willletyouknowthecausebutfornowwehave

givenheraninjectiontostopthebleeding"

Luxolo:"thankyoudoctor"sherolledhereyes

smilingthenledustoSindy'sroom.

me:"hey"IkissedherforeheadthensaTnextto

herholdingherhand.

Chris:"youaretoooldmydaughterZweli"

Austinlaughed.

me:"Butshedoesn'tthinkso..rightbaby?"she

smiledfaintly,MduwalkedinwithKhweziand



Bulelani.

Mdu:"erhsanibonani"wegreetedback"what

happened?areyouokaySimdy?"

Sindy:"I'mfinebhuti"

Khwezi:"Thulimathulz"shegiggledandgot

closertothebed.

Richard:"HowoldareyouSindy?"

Sindy:"18"

Richard:"12ohIsee"

-
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Aswegotoutofthehousemybodyheatedup



andmyheadfeltlightIheldontoChristight.

Chris:"areyoualrightmyangel?"Iwasaboutto

respondwhenIfeltawarmliquidcomingoutof

mynose"dammit!"hescoopedmeuptothe

backyardandwesatdownbutthebloodcame

outharderthanbeforethatiswhenhecalled

outforAustinandIwastakentohospital.I

lookedatRichardashesaid12 

me:"Isaid18sir"heignoredmeandwentover

tomyfather..feelsstrangetosayso.

Mdu:"areyoualrightSindy?"helookedworried.

me:"I'mfinebhuti"henoddedtouchingmy

forehead. 

Austin:,Dimples"Ismiledathim"finallyIhavea

littlesister" 

me:"andIhaveabrotheran..andafathertoo"

Smangele:"S..Sindyimso.."

me:"Stop!webothknowyou'renotsorryyouare

justpretendingIdon'twanttohearanything



comingfromyourmouth,I'vebeenfinewithout

you..Idon'tneedyounoryourlamestories..get

out"

Smangele:"I.."

Chris:"youheardher..Out!!"Smangelegrabbed

Thuli'sarmandtheybothleft.

Zweli:"areyouokaylove?"Inoddedandclosed

myeyesbreathinginandout.Chris'phonerang 

Chris:"Lucy?er.I'lltellthem..noI'mnot

coming...voetsekI'mnotyourboyfriend...haha

voetsekyoufool"hehungupandfacedhis

friends. 

Chris:"Lucyisattheairportwaitingforyou"

Luxolo:"alright uhmletusgo..itwasnicmeeting

youSindy"

me:"likewises..."

Luxolo:"uncleLux"

Richard:"HandsomeuncleRich"Igiggled 



Mkhuls:"UncleMkhuls"Inoddedtheywalked

out.

Zweli:"letmeinformmyparentsbaby"

Mdu:"Baby?!"

Buja:"iyhuwii"Iswallowedhardlookingaway

Khwezigiggled.

Khwezi:"relaxwillyou?" 

-

-

#Thuli

-

EverythingwasruinedandIhavejustfoundout

thatbitchismysi...fuckitrepulsesmetoeven

thinkthatIshareamotherwiththatlittle

slut.Thedrivetothehotelwassilentandmom

keptwipinghertearswiththebackofherhand.

me:"whatarewegoingtodomom?"shehuffed

Mom:"relaxmybabyZweliwillbeyoursone



wayortheother"Ismiled"Idon'twantherI

neverwantedherbutitwastoolatetohavean

abortionsoIgavehertomymotherandIdont

evenregretit"IsmiledasIheardthosewords.

me:"somomhowaregonnagetZwelitocome

backtome?"shesmiledandfocusedonthe

road.

Mom:"Traditionalhealerwillhelpusmylove"

me:"ohokay"wegottothehotelandchanged

becausewewereleavingrightaway.

Wedrovetorustenburgtosomeruralplaceand

wenttoabigcompoundwithalotofrondervel

houses,westeppedoutandwalkedinsidethe

compound. 

-

-

#Sindy

-



AsIwassleepingIheardavoicewhisperingbut

atfirstIcouldn'thearitproperlyatfirstbutit

continuedwiththesamewordoverandover

againuntilitwasclear"Khuleka"thevoice

soundedfamiliar. 

me:"Gogo?"

"Khuleka" 

"Sindywakeup!"IwokeuponZwelistaringat

me.

me:"wehavetopray"

Zweli:"huh?"helookedconfused"ohuhmokay"

weheldhandsandprayed

-

-

#Thuli

-

Wetookoffourshoesandgotinsidethe

rondervel.



woman:"Goback!hambanila!!"

mom:"But..."

woman:"Thepersonyou'retryingtotameorwin

ishighlyprotectedhisancestorsarewellaware

ofthisandtheywillpunishyou,Rememberhe

isthefuturekingthereforeIcannotbhmess

withhim,asforyourdaughterumawakho

uyikhulisengomkhulekoandshe'swatching

overher!"

mom:"isn'ttheresomethingyoucoulddo?"she

growledmakingthosefunnysounds

woman:"Cha..uthandolwaboolwangempela

andshewillbeHisQueen...acceptthatand

moveon,Hambanila"
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-

TwodayslaterIgogdischargedatthehospital,

IwaswithChrisandAustinwhilewaitingfor

MduandKhwezitocomefetchme.

Chris:"Michelle willissohappyshecan'twaitto

meetyoumyangel"Ismiled

me:"whoisshetome?"

Chris:"youraunt"Inodded

Austin:"cantwaitforyoutocomeandstaywith

us"

Chris:"Youwannabullyherintomakingyour

bed?"Austinlaughedignoringhim"notwhen

I'maroundyoufool"

Austin:"Butwillthatbewrongformylilsisto

makemybed?"Igiggledshakingmyhead.

MduwallkedinwithZweliwhocametokissme.

me:"Zweli!"hechuckled



Zweli:"relaxhedoesn'tmind"Chrissmackedhis

headhelaughed"getagripoldchap"hesaid

laughingmovingback.Chrisjustsmiledshaking

hishead.

Mdu:"Hereareyourclothesmadam"

me:"thankyou"Itooktheclothesandwentto

changeinthebathroomthenreturnedtothe

room.

Chris:"WewillmeetandtalkproperlyTrigger"

Mdu:"Suretaima"theykeptquietwhenIgot

closer.wewalkedouttothecarAustinhugged

mefirstthenChris.

Chris:"I'llcheckonyoulatermyangel"

me:"okay"hekissedmyforeheadthenleft.

MDu:"lookslikeyou'regonnahavetrouble

seeingher" 

Zweli:"tellmeaboutitbutIwillmakesurewe

seeeachother"



me:"I'mstillhere"

them:"weknow"Igiggled.

Wedrovehomeconversinghereand

there.Zwelistayedforawhilethenleft.

-

-

#Zweli

-

MduofferedtodrivemehomeandIagreed,we

weretalkinhalltheway..wellhewaswarning

menottohurtSindyandIlistenedcarefullyand

promisednottohurtherinanywaybecauseI

knewhemeantitwhenhesaid"youhurther,I

killyou"notthatIhadanyintentionsofhurting

her.AsweapproachedmyhouseIsawThuli's

houseparkedinfrontofmygate.

me:"ohdearGod"Mdulaughedbecausehesaw

thecartoo.



Mdu:"dealwithherbro"

me:"Iwill"hedroppedmeoffthensped

off.ThulisteppedoutofherandrantomeasI

approachedthegate.

Thuli:"Hey"

me:"whatdoyouwant?"Iaskedgivinghera

coldstare.

Thuli:"Zweli?!nanait'smeuThuliwakho"I

chuckled

me:"You'renolongermyThuli,Idon'thavea

Thuli,pleaseacceptthatIdon'tloveyou

anymore.iit'soverThuli"shecriedattempting

totouchmebutIsteppedback"GohomeThuli"

Thuli:"thisismyhome..Iloveyou" 

me:"ican'tdothis"Ipushedherasidethengot

insidethegateandcloseditleavingherthere.

Dad:"Kaziwayidlisaniinganeyabantu"mom

laughtedasIsatnexttoher.



me:"Ididn'tfeedheranything.she'scrazythat

one"

Nhlanhla:"seewhyIneverlikedher..Ialways

knewtherewasaloosescrewthere"momand

dadlaughedatherbodylanguageespeciallyher

facialexpression.

Dad:"Howdidyou.."theintercomrangand

Nhlanhlaattendedtoitshescreamedweall

stoodupalarmedassheranout.

Mtho:"Mybeautifulparents"hehuggedboth

momanddadthencametome.

Sandile:"ManjeyiningaweMthobisi"

Nhlanhla:"Hehasnorespectthisone"weall

laughed.

Sandile:"whatdoyouwant?"shegiggledand

whisperedinhisear"gofetchitinthecar"she

ranoff.Mybrothersbothgreetedmethenwe

wentinsidethehouse.

Sandile:"Sowho'srulingthevillage?" 



Dad:"Musaukphapha"welaughed.

Mtho:"Sobroyoufinallydumpedthatcrazy

bitch"

mom:"Mthobisi!" hejustlughedandlookedat

me.

me:"howisCapetown?' 

Mtho:"it'sgoodbutI'mmovingbackherenext

yearandpleasedon'tfightmeparents"Dad

gavehimastare"KahleboulakaKhabazela"he

stoodupandwinkedatme..bothSandileandI

laughedthenfollowedhimupstairs.

mom:"hawuandthen?"

Sandile:"Kahleniboniyas-crowda"welaughed

andwenttomybedroom.

-

-

#Thuli

-



DayswentbyandthepainoflosingZwelididn't

seemtosubsidebutinsteaditgotworseashe

wastheonlythingonmymind,Itriedcalling

himbutitlookeslikeheblockedmeandthat

hurtmetothecore.

IwasplanningonvisitinghimwhenIgotcalled

fromthereception.Iwentthereandfoundtwo

policeofficerswithsomewoman.

woman:"I'mthesheriffofthecourtpleasesign

here"Isignedandtooktheenvelope,Iopenedit

asIgottotheelevatorreturningtomysuite,I

gaspedloudlyasIsawtherestrainingorder

filedbyZweli.AssoonIgottomyroomIcried

sohardbecaiseIdidn'tunderstandwhyhe

wouldhurtmelikethis..

ImusthavefallenasleepbecauseIwaswoken

upbymyringingphone

me:'Yes?"thepersongiggled

Khwezi:"thasnothowyougreetafriend"



me:"Zweligotarestrainingorderagainstme"

Khwezi:"shame"shegiggledandhungup.

-

TwodaysbeforeChristmas,IwasatthemallI

hadjustgotmyselfsomethingtoeat.JustasI

satdowntakingmycutleryIsawthebitch

walkingaroundwithNhlanhlalaughing.Anger

tookovermymindandbodyIstoodupwitha

knifeinhandandfollowedthem..Themoreshe

smiledwasthemoreIgotangry. 

me:"Youbitch!!"Istabbedherfromtheback

andremovedtheknife..justasIwasaboutto

stabheragainIfeltahandgrabbingmyarm 

"Sindy!!Sindypleaseholdonplease"thatwas

NonhlanhlaholdingSindycryingwhileIsmiled

asshebled.
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-

Iwaswithmybrotherspayingtheitemswehad

boughtforourparentsastheyweregoing

home,weheardscreamscomingoutsidethe

shops.

Mtho:"Iwonderwhogotmugged?"

Sandile:"GocheckbecauseIknowyouwantto"

helaughedandranoutsideleavingushelping

thepackerpackingouritemsintheshopping

bags.Itwasn'tlongbeforehereturnedlooking

shocked.

Sandile:"Wozanazomamgo"welaughedbut

Mthodidn't. 

Mtho'"uhmu...Nhlanhlajustgotintothe

ambulancewithsomegirlwhogotstabbed

by..y..yourex"

me:"whoseex?"heclearedhisthroatand



pointedatmeusinghisheard. 

Mtho:"yours"

me:"But...waitNhlanhlawasmeetingupwith

Sindy!...Ihavetogo"

Sandile:"wearecomingwithyou"wetookthe

shoppingbagsandrushedout.Aswegotinthe

carmyphonerang.

me:"Austin!"

Austin:"Youbetterfindyourbitchfirstandmake

suresheleavesthiscountrybecauseifshe

doesn't...IwillfuckenkillherandyouknowmeI

dontmakeemptythreatsbro".Icouldtellfrom

hisvoicethathewasangry...veryangryifyou

askme.

me:"Idon'tcarewhatyoudotoherAustinbut

beforeyoudoanythingtoherIwanttosee

her...whereareyou?"

Austin:"Milpark"

me:"sure"Iacceleratedonthecarfocusingon



theroad. 

WegotthereandfoundNhlanhlaandAustin

sittedinthewaitingareaNhlanhlawassniffing

withherhandscoveredwithbloodhertopand

jeanalsohadbloodstainsshegotupandwent

toSandilewhodidn'ttalkbutjustembracedher

withahug.

Mtho:"Ausi"Austinchuckledandtheyfist

bumped.

Austin:"Iseeyou'reback"

Mtho:"Yepenekgaannêrensheennie"Austin

smiledandwhisperedsomethingonhisearand

theybothlaughedexcitedly.

me:"Idohopeyouarenotcorruptingmylittle

brotherAustin"helaughed

Austin:"me?niemyfriendIfoundhimalready

corrupt"

me:"YouknowwhatI'mtalkingaboutAustin"he

sighedandlookedatmewithaboredface..I



wantedtolaughbutifIdidhewasn'tgonna

takemeserious. 

Austin:"Wealreadyspokeaboutthisbro..relaxI

won'tdefyyou"Inodded..Austinisagangster

soayearagohewantedmybrothertojoin

themintosomeheistthenifitwassuccessful

hewasgonnajointhegangnamedtheKINGS

andIdidn'tallowthatbecauseIknoshowthese

gangsandgangleaderscouldget..TheKINGS

areledbysomedangerousguysfromtheCape

andoneofthemishereinJoburg.Ihavedone

someresearchonthegangandtheyareallover

thecountry...eachprovincehasmembersof

theKINGSandwhatIhavefoundisscaryas

theykillwithnomercy.Bulelani...Khwezi's

brotherisalsoamemberofthatgangIhave

seenthecrowntattoobehindhisneck.

Austin:"Hello!" Ichuckledandlookedathim.

me:"What?"

Austin:"WearegoingtoseeSindy...comelets



go"Istoodupandfollowedthem,wegottothe

wardandfoundhersleepingonhertummy

cryingsilently. 

Mtho:"Hawudoctorcouldn'tyougiveherpain

killersorsomething"

doc:"Igaveheraninjectionanditwillkickin

soon"Iwentovertoherandbrushedherhair. 

me:"I'msorry"shenoddedcryingandthathurt

me"Pleasedon'tcrybaby"

Sindy:"ithurts"

me:"wishIcouldholdyourightnowbutI

can't..I'mscaredIwillhurtyou"shegavemeher

hand..Itookitandkissedit"Iloveyou"shekept

quietItookmyeyesfromherhandandlooked

atherbeautifulfaceandshewassleeping.The

doorswungopenChriswalkedinandmarched

towardsus,IgentlyleggoofSindy'shandthen

stoodup. 

Chris:"Whodidthis?"



Nhlanhla:"Thuli"

Chris:"Whereisshe?"

Austin:"Policecustody"helookedupandstared

atAustin.

Chris:"Whynotthewarehous?"Austincleared

histhroat

Austin:"Shewillbe...thisafternoon"Chris

noddedandkissedSindy'slips"Euwthat's

exactlywhereZwelikissedjustnow"Chris

quicklywipedhislipsaswelaughedathim. 

-

-

#Thuli

-

WhenthepolicetookmetothepolicestationI

wasputinaholdingcell.AsIsattherethe

detectivecameandopenedformebutIdidn't

standupinsteadIputmyhandonmypussy



andplayedwithmyself..myplanwastofuck

withthedetectivesothathecouldletmego.I

moanedasheapproachedme.hesquatted

infrontofmeandwatchedmeandthen

removedmyhandandstartedfingerfuckingme

hethenstoodupandwenttoclosetheburglar

thenpulledmeup.

me:"wait..."

Detective:"relaxI'llgetyououtofhere"Inodded

ashelookedaroundandstartedfuckingme.

me:"ohZweli"

Detective:"shut upbitch"

me:"I'msorry"hecameinsidemeandquickly

pulleduphispantsandIfixedmydressthenwe

walkedout.Whenwegottothereceptionmom

wasthere.

Detective:"go..hurry"wewalkedoutandgotto

thecarthenmomdroveustotheairport.

-



-

#Austin

-

I'mAustinMcCarthy27yearsofage..thesonof

ChristopherMcCarthy.FindingoutthatIhada

littlesisterbroughtnothingbutjoyinmyheart

asIhavealwayslongedtohavealittlesibling

especiallyasister.WhenIwasinformedthatmy

littlesistergotstabbedbythatbitchIswore

thatIwasgonnamakethebitchpay.SonowI

waswaitingforRoxannetocomeoutwiththat

bitchbutshecamealone.

Buja:"andnow?"

Roxy:"she'snotthere...Ithinksomeonehelped

herescape"

me:"Findthatsomeone!!"

Roxy:"I'monit"shewalkedaway.

me;"Dammit"DadwasgonnagonutsbutIwas

gonnafindthebitchonewayortheotherand



shewasgonnapayfortouchingmylittlesister

andwhoeverhelpedherwasgonapaytoowith

hisorherlife.

[03/08,09:38]Ron:*HisQueen***

-

Insert15

-

#Thuli

-

WelandedinDurbanandthedriverwasalready

waitingforussohedroveushome.

Whenwegottherewefoundmomanddad

cuddlingonthecouch..okaythat'safirst!

BecauseeventhoughtheyhavekidsIhave

neverseenthemthiscosy.Anyhowwegreeted

Dadkeptquietasmomgreetedback.

me:"Dad?"heforcedasmilethentheysatuphe

thenheldouthishandIwenttohughim.



Dad:"howareyoubabygirl?"

me:"I'mgoodandyou?"hejustsmiledand

pulledmycheek.Momcameoverand

attemptedtokissDad,tomysurprisedad

backslappedsohardshescreamedholdingher

cheek.

Sma:"Babe?"shecalledoutstillholdingher

cheekwithableedingnose.

Dad:"Comeanywherenearmeagain!!Iwillkill

you..youwitch!!"hewassoangry..Iquicklygot

offhislapandMaSibiyahuggedme.

MaSibiya:"Baba?"

Dad:"notnowstandwasami"hekepthiseyes

onmom(Sma)"wenamthakathi..I'mgivingyou

thirtyminutestopackyourtrashandleavethis

compound!!"mom(Sma)criedandwentdown

onherknees.

Sma:"but..whatdidIdo?"sheaskedcrying.

Dad:"Iknowabouttheloveportion..Iknow



aboutthespellyouputonmetohate

MaSibiya..Iknowaboutyourchildwith

Christopher!Iknoweverything!!!"Heroared

lookingatmomindisgust.

Sma:"ngyaxolisa...I'msorry!!please.."

Dad:"Heyfuseg!!"

"Iyooumuntueseyaxoshwanjalo"thatwasmy

brotherNjabulo.

Dad:"Leavethishouse!!Njabulogettheguards

toescortherout..Ntoko!!!"mysistercame

running.

Ntoko:"yebobaba"Dadsighedfrustrated

becauseNtokoisscaredifdad..heusedto

beatherintoapulpfornoreasonatall..she's

MaSibiya'ssecondborn. 

Dad:"GetthemaidstopackSma'sbelongings

andcomebackhere"shenoddedandrushed

outandcamebackrunning"comehere"she

startedtearingupandsodidIbecauseIfelt



sorryforher..IalwaysdideventhoughIwasa

bratbutIwouldhideherattimes.

Ntoko:"Babanomayiningyax.."Dadstoodup

fromhisseatandapproachedherwithtearsin

hiseyeshejustpulledherintoahug.

Dad:"Ngyaxolisa..I'msosorry!pleasedontbe

scaredofme..I'msorrybaby"Ntokozocried

holdingontodadtight. 

me:"Ma?"

MaSibiya:"I'mfine"shesaidwipingher

tears.Theguardscameandescortedmomwho

waskickingandscreamingthenitwentsilent

theneveryonecamebackwalking

backwards.Chris walkedinwithagunpointed

atmom,hisfacehadturnedpinkandhelooked

angry. 

Chris:"Jabulani Cele"DadletgoofNtoko

kissingherforeheadandstaredatChris.

Dad:"Kidsgoupstairs"Chrislaughedbutnota



friendlylaughter.

Chris:"ohno..no.no.no.no I'mactuallyvisingone

ofyourkidsincludingthistrashyoucallawife"

Dad:"Whatbusinessdoyouhavewithoneofmy

kidsChristopher"hechuckled. 

Chris:"Ithoughtyouknewmemyfriend..we're

stillfriendsaren'twe?"

Dad:"fuckyou"

Chris:"OopsandhereIthoughtwewere

friends..backtowhyI'mhereIwantthatlittle

bitch!"hepointedatme..Iwasholdingmom's

handsotightbecauseofthefearIhad.

Dad:"Don'tyoud..."

Chris:"Heyshutup!!thatpieceofshitstabbed

mydaughterandI'mgonnamakehersufferoh

don'tworryIwon'tkillher..nowhandherover!"

Dad:"Never!!!"Chrislaughed

Chris:"StillcheekyandstubbornIsee"sixguys



carryinggunscameandtookNtoko"Notthat

one"theylethergoandcametomeDadtried

fightingbuttheyshotherinthearmthenthey

draggedmeout.

Wedroveforaboutanhourthenwegottothe

bushanddrovetothemiddleofthebush.

Chris:"They'reallyours..andtellmewhenyou're

done"thoseguyschuckledandpulledaway

fromChris,Oneofthemputonsomethingon

mymoutthentheyrippedoffmyclothesand

mom'saswelltheystartedkissingmeandthen

theyrapedustakingturnsIwascryingsomuch

butmycriesweren'theard.Afterwhatseemed

likeforevertheystoppedthenChriscameand

startedkickingmeonthefaceandstrangled

me,Isawmylifeslippingawayashecontinued

strangledme...justwhenIthoughtIwasdying

hestopped. 

Chris:"Notnowsweety!"myvisionwasblurwith

thetearsinmyeyesasIblinkedIfelthim



turningmeandthenIfeltsomethindpiercing

mybackthenitwaslightsout.

-

-

#Sindy

-

IwaswithAustin,Zweli,Mdu,Khweziand

Bulelani..wellwehadjusthadChristmaslunch

withthematMdu'splace.Myfathercouldn't

makeitbecausehehadsomethingtotakecare

butpromisedtocomecheckonmelater.

Anywayweweretalkingandlaughingatthe

jokestheysharedwhentheintercomrang.

Khwezi:"I'llgetit"sheleftandcamebackwith

Lubanziandagorgeouswomanbyhisside.

Lubanzi:"Molweni"wegreetedback"Sindyhow

areyou?"

me:"I'mgoodthanksandyou?"hesmiled



Lubanzi:"allgood.uhmcanIhaveamoment

withyouorshouldIspealinfrontofthem?"

me:"youcanspeakinfrontofthembhutiits

fine"henodded

Lubanzi:"ohbythewaythisismybeautifulwife

OlwethuPrincessYanelisaMaqhubela..babe

thisisSindyKhumalo"shesmiled

Yanelisa:"HiSindy"

me:"hello"Ireturnedthesmile. 

Lubanzi:"IcametotellyouthatIhavemanaged

togetyourinheritancebackincludingthe

house" 

me:"Really?thankyou...thankyousomuch"he

smiled

Lubanzi:"RegardingthehouseI'dadviseyouto

rentitout"Inoddedinagreement"ifyouagreeI

canfindsomeoneforyou"

me:"okay..youcangoahead..uhmsohowmuch

isyourfee?"



Lubanzi:"Don'tworryaboutthatMdualready

paid..sicelaidrinksplease"HiswifeandKhwezi

wenttothekitchen. 

Austin:"SoBujawhereisLondy?"

Buja:"Dumpedherbro" 

Austin:"Ngoba?" Iwasshockedbutthenagainit

cametomindthatmostofhisfriendsiknew

wereblack.

Buja:"waskewasuzawhileIwasmuffingher"I

chokedonmyjuicelaughingastheyburstout

andlaughed.
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#Sindy 

Miliswa



-

EveryonewaslaughingexceptBujawhojust

drankhiswhiskey. 

Buja:"ite

wouldhavebeenbetterifwawunganuki"

Lubanzistoodupandsteppedawaylaughing.

Austin:"Ahwwasitthatbad?" 

Buja:"YouhavenoideabroIevenlefttheroom

andwenttosleeponthenextbedroom"

Lubanzi:"KhayekeBujabro"helaughedand

downedhisdrink.

Buja:"okay"theychangedthetopicandspoke

aboutsomethingelse.

me:":Canyouhelpmeup..Ineedtogoliedown"

IaskedZweliwhowasseatednexttome,he

gotupfirstthenhelpedmeupaswell.

Lubanzi:"ennou?whathappened?"heaskedas

wewalkedawayfromthemtomy



bedroom.Zwelihelpedmegetintomypyjamas

thenputmeinbed.

Zweli:"CanIsleepwithyou?"Inoddedsmiling

shyly"you'resocute"Ismiled

me:"andyou'resweet"hegotinbedandlaid

nexttomethenstartedplayingwithmyhair

untilIfellasleep.

-

-

#Zweli

-

Iwatchedherasshdpeacefullyslept,she

lookedsobeautifulwithherpinkishlipsslightly

pouted.IsighedloudlyasIappreciatedthefact

thatshehadn'taskforspaceafterwhatThuli

did...honestlyiwasscaredthatshemightwant

todistanceherselffrommebutshehadn't

insteadsheallowedmetobenexttoherandI

washappybecauseIdon'tknowhowI'dcopeif



sheweretoaskspaceordumpme.Iknow

somewouldsayit'stooearlytobetalkinglike

thatbuthonestlyit'snevertoearlyorlatewhen

itcomestothemattersoftheheart.Ihave

fallenhardforSindyanditsomehowscaresme,

thepastfewweekshavebeenthebestofmy

life,spendingtimewithherandgettingtoknow

her,lookingatherbeautifulsmileandhearing

herangelicvoiceGodherlaughterislikemusic

inmyears.Iwasbroughtbackbysomeone

clearingtheirthroatIlookedupandfoundChris

bythedoor.

me:"uhm..I'llgojointheothers"henoddedIgot

offthebedandworemyshoesthenwenttothe

others.

-

-

#Thuli

-



Iwokeuptothesoundsofthebeeping

machines,Ilookedaroundandsawwhitewalls

thenmyfatherwithmom(MaSibiya)Icleared

mythroatandtheybothrushedtome.

me:"Dad"heheldmyhandgivingitagently

squeeze. 

Dad:"You'reokaynowbabygirl"momcame

withaglassofwaterandhelpedmedrinkwith

astrawwhiledadwenttocalladoctor. 

Doc:"welcomeback"Ifakedasmile"uhmyou

areveryluckytohavesurvivedthoserobbers

nearlykilledyou"

me:"Robbers?"

Dad:"yeslove..uhmsodoc?"

Doc:"unfortunatelyyourdaughtermightnever

walkagainduetotheinjuryshegotonher

spineand..."

me:"Stop!!pleasestop"IcriedloudlyMom

cameandbrushedmyarmwipingmytears.



mom:"it'sgoingtobeokaynana"Ijustcried

shakingmypainfulhead.

-

#Zweli

aweeklater,itwasthefourthofJanuaryand

wewerewaitingforChristocomebackwiththe

paperandSindy'sstatementofsymbolsfrom

Durban.

me:"Areyounervous?"IaskedSindywhojust

gavemeabeautifulsmile.

Sindy:"Nope"shesaidcalmlymakingeveryone

exchangelooksRichardchuckled..theywere

aroundaswell.

Richard:"Youshouldbe..matricisnotachild's

play"shesmiledshakingherhead.

Sindy:"tosomeonewhoisn'tseriousand

determined...wellIontheotherhandwasvery

serious,Ireadmybooksandpractisedevery

chanceIgotsoIknowIdidwell"shesaid



proudly.

Luxolo:"Howmanydistinctionsdoyouthinkyou

got?" 

Sindy:"Idon'tthinkbutIknowuncle...Igot6" 

Richard:"Toomuchconfidence"she

giggled.Chriswalkedinandsatdownwitha

blankfacialexpression.

Sindy:"Youmustbegoodwithpoker?"Chris

laughed. 

Chris:"So..howmanydistinctionsdoyouthink

yougot?"

Sindy:"6"andhereIthoughtshewasgonnago

down.

Chris:"erh...yougotnone"shegiggled.

Sindy:"me..never!"Chrissmiledandputthe

statementonthecoffeetableRichardtookit

andstaredatitforsometimebeforelookingat

mybabywhowaschilled.



Austin:"So?"RichardchuckledlookingatSindy.

Richard:"ubhadlilemntanandini?Imeanareyou

okayupstairs?...Sevendistinctions" 

us:"What?!"heplaceddownthestatementthen

wealltookturnslookingatit.

Austin:"Wow!" 

Chris:"Congratulationsmyangel"shenodded

diallingonherphonethenwentfurtherfromus

andbythelooksofthingsshewasprobably

talkingtoherfriend.

Richard:"uboylumkelaChrislentobecauseit

mighthappenthatshehassomekindof

disease"welaughed"noseriouslywhointheir

rightstateofminds..Imeanumntuonormal

upstairsgets94%inphysics...nouyagula

lomntana..PhysicalsciencesandMaths"we

laughedagainathisstatement. 

Luxolo:"Shedidreallywell"shecamebackand

satdownsmiling.



Sindy:"uhm..myPrincipalsaysIhavebeen

offeredscholarshiptoCuba..erhmtostudy

medicine"Iswallowedhardlookingaway

prayingshewasn'tgonnasayyesbecausethat

wouldbreakmyheart.

Chris:"Doyouwanttodomedicine?"Sindy

noddedsmiling.

Sindy:"Yes..its whatIhavealwayswanted"

Chris:"oh"Icouldtellhewasdisappointedthat

hewasgonnabemilesawayfromhis

daughter..andsowasI...Iwashurt.

[03/08,10:02]Ron:en***

-

insert17

-

#Austin

-

AfterSindytoldusaboutCuba,myfatherjust



stoodupandwalkedoutthenafewseconds

laterZwelididthesamethingwithoutsaying

anything,Shejustlookedaroundwithtearful

eyesthenlookeddownplayingwithherhands.

Sindy:"uh..mpleaseexcuseme"shestoodup

andrushedout. 

me:"Sindy?!"shedidn'trespondinsteadsheran

away.Isighedandfollowedtherouteshetook

asIwasbehindher.InhonesttruthIwasalso

kindofupsetthatshewasleavingbutmostof

allIwasworriedaboutherwellbeingwhenshe

getsthere,hersafetyandallthatbecauseDad

hasenemiesalloverandoneoftheplaceshe

hadlivedinwasCubasomaybehewas

thinkingofthatbecausegangstersdigdeepto

findeverythingtheycanaboutyouandifthey

coulddothatondadwe'dloseSindy.Anywayas

Ilookedaroundtheparkshewasnowheretobe

found.Isearchedthewholeparkforherbut

nothingsoIdecidedtocallDad.



Dad:"I'mbusy"

me:"Ican'tfindSindy"

Dad:"whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindher?"

me:"Justthat"

Dad:"Moeniemetseunfucknie"

Me:"Vranmydanniebullshitniesyisontsteld

asgevolgvanjou"

Chris:"Austinekisnogsteedsjoupa"

Me:"myselfsugtigepawatekken"Ihunhup

andwalkedaroundtheparkthenreturnedback

home.

Mdu:"Whereisshe?" 

me:"Ican'tfindherbutIcametogetmycar..I'm

sureshe'snotfar"

Mdu:"Youknowmaybeyouguysshouldback

offbecauseeverythingyoudocomplicates

Sindy'slife..yourinvolvementinherlifehasnot

beengoodatall"



Dad:"andwhoareyoutodecidethatshit?"

Mdu:"thesameguywho'sbeenlookingafterher

andhergrandmother,theverysameguywho

tookherin..notthatIminded,andstayedwith

herwhenherunclesandauntsabusedherafter

losinghergrandmotherth..."

Dad:"holdup..whatdoyoumeantheyabused

her?"

Mdu:"ayangazikenamingobaisingisilesi

engiskhulumayo..let'sgobaby"hetookSindy's

phonethatwasonthetablewithherstatement

"Theleastyoucouldhavedonewastopretend

youwerehappythensatherdownandspeakto

heraboutyourconcernsofherleavingthe

country"hethenwalkedoutwithKhwezi

followingbehindhim.

Mkhuls:"Selfish!!SELIFISHI!!akhonto

ndawphindendiythethe"

Richard:"Yes..SELIFISHI"Theystoodupuncle

Luxjustgavedadalook. 



Chris:"okay..Igetit!"

Richard:"mkhuthuka"theychuckledpissingdad

off.IdroveoutfirstandlookedaroundbutI

couldn'tfindher 

Me:"Sindywhereareyou?"

-

-

#Zweli

-

AfterIleftAustin'shouseIdrovetoLexi's

apartment,Ineededtoblowsomesteamofbut

unfortunatelyorratherfortunatelyshewasn't

aroundsoIdecidedtodrivetomyhouse.When

IgotthereIquicklywenttomybedroomand

changedintomygym-wearthenwenttomy

personalgyminmybasementandgotonthe

treadmillthenafterwardsIhitthepunchingbag.

Sandile:"Easyman!"Iremovedmyglovesthen

dranksomewater"What'sthematteranddon't



say'lutho'becauseIcantellyou'reabit

stressedout"

me:"it'sSindy"hecockedaneyebrow"Shegota

scholarshiptoCuba"

Sandile:"wow!I'msureyou'reproud"

me:"no!Idon'twanthertogo"

Sandile:"oh..uhmsodidyoutellherthat?"I

shookmyhead

me:"Ijustwalkedoutbafoth.."

hepinchedmesohardonthearm"Ouchwhat

thefuckdude?"

Sandile:"Youselfishsonofabitch"

"Haamgizomtshelauma"itwasNhlanhlaon

thestairs

Sandile:"whenwillyoustopbeingselfishZweli?

brothatisalifetimeopportunityforthepoorgirl!

I'msureit'swhatshe'sbeenworkinghardfor

andwenauyqedelainjabuloingane



yabantu..insteadofbeinghappyyou'rehere

sulkinglikeabitch..mustthepoorgirlchange

hergoalsjustbecauseyouwantherhere?for

yourpersonalandselfishgainshuh?soshe

mustmissoutonahugeopportunitybecause

ofyou?yiningawekodwaZweli?"

me:"Sa..."

Sandile:"Hayifuseg"heleftmethere...realising

howselfishIwas. 

Nhlanhla:"Yafusegman"shegiggledgoing

backup,Ifollowedbehindherandtookacold

showerandgotdressedintoshortsandalong

sleevedbodyhuggingt-shirtthensleepers.Just

whenItookmyphone..itrang.

me:"Austin"

Austin:"Wecan'tfindSindybro...Idontknow

whereshewent"myheartwasnowpounding

hard.

me:"whatha...I'mcomingwhereareyou?"



Austin:"I'mdrivingaroundSandhurst"Ihungup

andtookmycarkeysandleft.

Richard:"Youknowforaselfish..."

Mkhuls:"SELIFISHI!"Richardlaughed

Richard:"Selifishiboyfriendandfatheryousure

lookworried"

welookedeverywherebutwecouldn'tfindher.

Mkhuls:"WhenMkhulsandRichknowwhere

Sindyisbutdecidetokeepquiet"Luxwas

silentlylaughing

Richard:"#JustForControl"theylaughedand

wenttothecar.

-

-

#Sindy

-

WhenIleftthehouseIwantedtobealoneand

thinkthingsthroughbutthatdidnothappen



becauseIwasalmosthitbyacarbutthankfully

itdidn't. 

me:"I'msorryIshouldhavelooked"

Her:"it'sokay..areyoualright?"askedagorlmy

agewhowasdriving.

me:"yeah"

Her:"LilithaMaqhubela"shegotoffthecar

annoyingtheothers.

me:"SindisiweKhumalo"shesmiledandheld

myhandleadingmetothecarthendroveoff.

Lilitha:"GirlsthisisSindy...introduceyourselves"

Girl1:"Iminathi Myeni"

Girl2:"IsiphoDamane"

me:"nicetomeetyou"

Lilitha:"sowhathappenedtoyouSindy?"

me:"familyissues"IwasreallyuncomfortableI

stillcouldn'tdigestthatIwasinastranger's

car.Anywaysheparkedatsomeplacewithlots



ofcarsshefixedmyfacethenwewalkedoutof

thecar.

Iminathi:"Guysthat'suncleSphe'scar"

Isipho:"He'sleaving"wegotinsidethecluband

wenttositdown.Theykepttakingpicturesofus

andIsatthereuncomfortable.Twobotlesof

winecametoourtable..theypouredforusthen

starteddrinking.AftertwoglassesIwasfeeling

sometypaway.

Iminathi:"Guys..uhmwearedead...'Iminathi

MyeniifIdarefindyoukulokakayeclubI'llkiss

you'itsfromdad"

me:"he'sgonnakissyou?"wegiggled

Lilitha:"maybeweshouldleave"

Isipho:"toolate"

"Mybeautifulgrandkidsakumnandiniyazinika"

itwasuncleRichard
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#Sindy

-

Ididn'tturntolookathimbutIjustcontinued

drinkingthewineandkeptbreathinginandout

tocalmmyselfdownbecauseIwasstartingto

becomeupset/sad,mygrandmotherwould

havebeenhappyforme,she'dhave

congratulatedmebecauseshewantedonlythe

bestforme..butnow..everythingissodifferentI

thoughtfindingmyfatherwouldbringjoyand

happinessinmylifebutsofarithadn't,ifonly

hehadlistenedtomeandallowedmetospeak

buthedidn'thejustdecidedtoruinthingsfor

meatmyhappymoment,IguessIwasn't

supposetocelebratemyachievement. 

"Sindy!!!"IsnappedoutandlookedatKhwezi



whohadaworriedlook..Idon'tevenknowwhen

shegothere.

me:"Mhhm?" 

Khwezi:"Comelet'sgo"Inoddedandputthe

glassdownthengentlystoodup.

me:"uhmbyeguys"

Man:"ungubanikewena?"hisvoicewasdeep

andscratchyandscarytooifyouaskme.

me:"I'mSindy"Isaiduncomfortableandthen

walkedaway.

Mdu:"Areyouokay?"Inodded"howdidyouget

here?"

me:"Icamewiththosegirls"henoddedaswe

gotinthecar..hestartedthecaranddroveus

home.Onthewayhereceivedacall.

Mdu:"hello?"

Chris:"whereismychild?howdareyoutakeher

wothoutcons..."



Mdu:"WithallduerespectChris..I'mstillSindy's

guidanandthereforeIdonotneedyour

permissiontotakeherandbesidesshewants

tocomehomewithme"Chrisclickedhis

tongueandhungup.

WhenwegottothehouseIwentstraighttomy

bedroomandlockedmyselfinthere,tearsburnt

myeyesasIthoughtofthecelebrationIwould

havehadwithmygrandmotherifshewasstill

alive..shewouldhavebraggedtoallmembers

ofthecommunitytellingheraboutthe

greatnessofhergranddaughtersaying'uSindy

wamididgreatinschoolbukanjeuseya

phesheya'Iknowshe'dhavebeenproudof

me..maybeshe'sstillproudwhereversheis.I

curledmyselfupinthebedandcried..what

shouldhavebeenoneofthehappymoments

turnedsour.Asmuchasthescholarshipwould

havehelpedbutIwasn'tgonnaaccepttheoffer

becauseofvariousreasons,andoneofthe

reasonswaslosingmygranny...losing her



openedmyeyesandtaughtmehowshortlifeis,

oneminuteweweretogetherandthenthenext

shewasgonesoIwantedtospendasmuch

timeasIcouldwithmyfamilybutnow...ayI

don'tknow.

-

ImusthavefallenasleepbecauseIwokeup

feelingcoldIwokeupandchangedintomy

pyjamathengotundercoversandslept.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandtooka

coldshowerthengotdressedandwent

downstairs. 

me:"Morning"

Khwezi:"morning love...areyouokay?youreyes

areswollen"Inodded

me:"yesI'mfine..sisicouldyouaccompanyme

toChris'houseIneedmystatement"

"It'shere"itwasMdu"comewebothfollowed

himtothelounge..hetookhislaptopand



skypedhismother.

MaNdlovu:"Yebo..hello?"shewavedsmiling

"HowareyouSindy?"

me:"I'mfinemaandyou"shegiggled. 

MaNdlovu:"Ngirightkabi..congratulationsmy

child"

me:"thankyouma"

MaNdlovu:"lesasduphungasomzalawakho

failed"

Mdu:"Ma!"MaNdlovulaughed.

MaNdlovu:"I'mtellingthetruthnje"wespokefor

sometimwthenhungup.IthenaskedbhutiMdu

aboutwhatmystudiesandwhereIwantedto

study.Hemadeafewcallsthenleftwithmy

documents.

-

-

#Zweli



-

Ihaven'tseenSindyyetbutIwasdefinitely

gonnaseehertodayandapologiseforbeinga

selfishjerk.YesIwashurtthatshewasleaving

butIhadtoletherpersueherdreamsandif

goingtoCubawouldhelpherfulfilthatwho

wasitostandinherway?ButagainIhadtobe

besideherandbehernumber1supporter.i

havetriedtocallheracoupleoftimesbutshe

didn'tpickup.

Nhlanhla:"Buyflowersandsendthemover"she

saidsittingnexttome.

me:"pleaseorderthemforme"shenoddedand

dialledonthephoneorderingthoseflowersand

instructedthemtowriteacardapologising.

-

Around19:00IwasatMdu'sgatewaitingfor

Sindytocameoutandshefinallydid.

Sindy:"hey"shesaidcoldly. 



me:"hibaby..I'msorryaboutyesterdayit'sjustI

didn'twanttoloseyou"

Sindy:"whosaidsomethingaboutlosingme?

becauseIdontremembersayingsuchatall"

me:"Iknow..I'mfrustratedSindybecauseyou're

leaving!ithurtsmebecauseIfeellikeI'mlosing

youandithurtsbaby...imsorrytobeselfishbut

Idon'twantyoutogo"Iwasnowholdingboth

herhands.

Sindy:"butIneversaidIwasleavingIjustsaidI

gotascholarship"Ilookedatherconfusedbut

shedidn'tspeakfurther"Ihavetogetback

insidewewillmeettomorrow"shepeckedmy

lipsandleftmethere.

-

-

#Sindy

-

Itwasaround18:30andwewerehavingdinner



overlightconversationwhensomeonebuzzed

Mduwenttoattendtoitthencameback.The

dooropeneditwasdadandhisfriendsthen

someguysandladieswithImi,IsiandLili.Dad

introducedthoseguysandtheirwivestome.

Lubah:"SothisisyourdaughteruncleChris?"

Chris:"Yep"hesaidkissingmyforehead.

Saider:"OhkodwaChris..wawudzedzanathi

sidzedzabra?butwhyamInotsurprisedezinye

ichapszisadzedzaevennow"Dadlaughedas

theunclesinsultedhim.

Richard:"IwillcontinueuntilJesuscomes"Lili

pulledusoutthenweheardaroaroflaughter.

-

myapologiesforthebumshortI'msodrowsy. 
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-

#Austin

-

Idon'tknowhowcouldpeoplebethis

stupid,Saiderisindeedhisfather'sson,they

havethesamepersonalityandtheyarevery

funnypeople.

Dad:"sonowweshouldn'thavesex?"we

laughed

L.D:"Jesus..Yes!!!"welaughedagain.

Lubah:"it'ssuchashameforyoutoevenask

that"Richardwasinstitches.

Richard:"Niyanya"

L.D:"Myfirstbornisevenolderthanyour

daughter..whichshowsthatyoushouldhave

longstoppedhavingsex..goshthisis

embarrassing"

Mkhuls:"Nosonyou'retheonewhorushedsex" 



L.D:"argwhatever..butnowyoushouldstop"

Richard:"WhenJesuscomessonny"

L.D:"Irestmycase"

Dad:"UhmTrigger?"Mdulookedathim"I'dlike

toapologiseforbeinganarsetoyouandsorry

foranykindofdisrespectIhaveshowntowards

you,Ishouldbethankfultoyoufortakingcare

ofmydaughterandprovidingforher"

Mdu:"apologyaccepted"theyshookhandsthen

weconversedlaughinghereandthere.

Richard:"mySunday...ohyininashame

sorry...todaybaby"hehungup"ifIdontreturn

hometodayImightfindmyselfndingena

mfazi" 

Lux:"Truethat..weshouldgetgoing"theystood

upandwalkedoutwiththeirsonsandwe

walkedthemtothecars.

Mkhuls:"ByeSindy"shesmlledandwavedand

theyleftwiththekids.



Me:"Solilsis"shesmiled"haveyoudecided?"

shenodded 

Sindy:"it'sagreatopportunityAustinan

opportunitythatcomesonceinalifetime.

.howeverIhavefoundsomethingthatIhave

longedforallmylife,afatherIwannabeclose

tohimAustinIwanttoexperienceandreceive

hisloveandmostimportantlybondwithhim,I

wannafeelspecialtohimandalsoexperience

whatmymatesweretalkingaboutatSchool"I

squeezedherhand,Iwasrelivedthatshe

wasn'tleaving..honestlymyconcernwasn'ther

beingfarbutitwashersafetyandwellbeing.

me:"whataboutme?"Iaskedpoutingwhich

madehergiggleloudly.

Sindy:"Youareintheequationaswell..youknow

myfriendusedtosayherbrotherwasannoying.

.IthinkI'dliketoexperiencethattoobutplease

dontoverdoit"Ilaughed.

me:"I'maverycoolbrotheractually..aslongas



youmakemybed"

Sindy:"nonever!that'syourgirlfriend'sduty" 

me:"Andyourstoo"sheshookherheadsmiling

"ifyouagreeI'llhelpyouconvincedadtoaccept

yourrelationshipwithZweli 

becauseheisnothappyaboutit"

Sindy:"whosaidIcan'tconvincehimonmy

own?"Ismiledlookingather.

me:"MaybeyoucajbutIcangiveyouhints"she

laughed

Sindy:"Allthatbecauseyou'relazytodoyour

bed?"Ichucklednodding.Wespentalmostan

hourchattingandlaughingthenDadcameto

joingus.

Dad:"hellomyangel"

Sindy:"Hi"

"Dad"saidmyfatherinstructinghertocontinue.

Sindy:"Chris"shesaidgigglingDadwidenedhis



eyeswhichcausedSindytolaugh"Sorrydad"

Dadsmiledandbrushedhercheek.

Dad:"Good..sweetheartIwanttoapologisefor

thewayIreactedwhenyoutoldusaboutyour

scholarship*sigh*thetruthis..Idon'twantyou

togobecauseofsomanyreasonswhichI

cannottellyouyet..butoneofthosereasonsis

thatIwantyounexttome..gettoknowyouand

makeupforlosttimewhichisimpossiblebut

wecancreatbeautifulmemories..justme,you

andyourbrother..BUTIunderstandthatyou

wanttopursueandfollowyourdreamssoyou

cangotoCubabutIwi..."

Sindy:"I'mnotgoing"Dadlookedatherabit

shocked.

Dad:"Why?"

Sindy:"Iwannastayhere..withyouguys"within

aflashhescoopedherupandspunheraround

kissingherallovertheface,shewasgiggling

non-stopwhichmademesmile.



Dad:"PheewthankGod"Sindygiggledlookingat

him"nowwehavetofindyouschool"

"Uhmit'salreadysortednowwhat'sleftis

registrationfee"itwasMdufollowedbyKhwezi

withdrinks.

Dad:"Right.thankyouMdu..I'lltransferthe

moneytoyousothatyoucouldpaythenIwill

payherfeesmyself"

me:"Where?"

Mdu:"Wits"InoddedasKhweziservedusdrinks.

-

-

#Zweli

-

Iwaswithmybrotherswhenmyphonerang.

me:"Khwezi?"

Khwezi:"She'snotleavingmrgrumpy"I

chuckled



me:"shekindatoldmeyesterdaybutshewasn't

happywithme...shestillisn't"

Khwezi:"youshouldtrytotalktohernow..she's

calmnow"

me:"alrightthankyouforcalling"shehungupI

stoodupandstarteddancing.

Sandile:"iyhooshameyoushouldstopthatyou

mighthurtyourself"Ilaughedandsatdown.

Mtho:"Manjeufunauk'ncengwa"SandileandI

laughedlookingathim.

Sandile:"uthandaizindabaMthobisi"heignored

himandlookedatme.

Mtho:"So?"Ilaughed

me:"Sindyisnottakingthescholarshipandno

Sandileit'snotbecauseofme"

-

Onthe10thmybrpthersandIwenttoDurban

weweren'tgonnastaythough.Wewereintown



buyingafewthingsbeforeweheadhome.

"Zweli"saidvoicebehindme..ilookedather.

me:"uhmdoIknowyou?"itwasanoldwoman

butnotthatoldmaybeinher50:s

Her:"it'smeuSmangeleThulismother"Mtho

laughedputloud

Mtho:"kahlengamahlayawenasalukazi"Iwas

lookingatherasshewipedhertearsshe

lookedoldanddirtyshewasnolongerthat

gorgeousDiva.

Sma:"Zwelipleasenomaur10"
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#Zweli

-



Ilookedathershockedassheheldoutboth

handswithtearsinhereyes.Apartofme

wantedtoleavehertherebutIwasn'traisedlike

that.

Sma:"u..ubabakaThulicutmeoff,Ihave

nothingallmycardshavebeenfrozensincethe

dayhethrewmeout"

Mtho:"interestinggoon"Sandilegiggledlooking

away"Whydidhethrowyouout?"shestarted

cryingandIreallyfeltsorryforher..Itookout

mywalletandgaveherahundredrandnote.

Sma;"ThankyouZweli..thankyousomuch"I

justnoddedandturnedgoingtothecar.

Sandile:"ohwNkos'yami"welaughedashe

mimickedourgrandmother'svoice.

-

Whenwegothomeourparentswerealltouchy

touchyinthelounge.

Sandile:"awbakithiisekhonaveleilove?"weall



laughed.

Dad:"Whenarewemeetingyourgirlfriend

again?"Sandilelookeddown.

Sandile:"youmeanboyfriend"momgasped

loudlyasweallstaredathiminshockhetooka

fewstepsbackwardsbeforeburstingoutand

laughed"ohJesu"helaughedhardclappinghis

hands.

Dad:"it'snotfunny"hesaidtryingtohideasmile.

Sandile:"itis..youshouldhaveseenyourface

dad..ohdearmom"

mom:"mxm"wesatdownandconversedalittle

beforegoingtoourbedrooms.

IsatonthebedandtookoutmyphonejustasI

unlockeditherbeautifulfaceappeareditwas

thephotoofherthatItookwhenshewas

sleeping.Idialledhernumberanditrang

unansweredIdialledagainshepickedup

panting.



Sindy:"Hi..Aistinstop!!"shesaidgigglingI

smiledandspoke.

me:"Babyhi"

Sindy:"hey.howareyou?"

me:"goodmybabyhowareyou?"

Sindy:"good"wekeptquietforafewseconds.

me:"Imissyoubaby..I'msorryforruiningyour

dayngyaxolisastandwasam"

Sindy:"Iforgiveyou..stopcryingnow"Ichuckled

me;"I'mnotcrying!" 

Sindy:"Right"

me:"ngizokshaya wena"shegiggled

Sindy:"Imissyou..Iwannaseeyou"Isighed

rubbingmyface"Zweli?"

me:"You'regonnaseemetomorrowmybaby

I'minDurbannowIhadtocomeseemy

parents"



Sindy:"andyoudidntseeitfittoinformme?"

me:"no..babyit..shitI'msorry"

Sindy:"it'sfinemrsorry"shehungupbutIcalled

herback"CedricMkhize"

me:"DontdothatSindy..donthanguponme"

Sindy:"Sorry"she.saidinalowtone.

me:"I'msorrymybabyit'sjust.wewerenot

speaking"

Sindy:"Really?buttheotherdayyouwerejust

outsidemyyardandwespoke"

me:"okayIknowI'msorry..I'mcomingback

tomorrowmybabywewillspendthewholeday

tomorrowjustmeandyou"

Sindy:"okay"wespokeforsometimeandhung

up.

-

-

***Narrated***



-

Chriswaswithhislawyerdraftinghiswill.His

assetsweretobesplitbetweenhidchildren

thenalittlepercentageforhissisteraswell.The

lawyerstoodupandleftthenChriscalledLubah

tocometohishouse.

Lubah:"Ennou?dintshang?"Chrissighedand

lookeddown"Chris?"

Chris:"i..uhm..Iwantyoutopromiseme..no

scratchthat,Ineedyoutolookaftermykids

.Angelatobespecific"

Lubah:"Angela?" heaskedconfused.

Chris:"Sindy"

Lubah;"whereareyougoing?"

Chris:"I'msick..andapparentlyIdonothave

muchtimetolive,Itrustyouwellafteryour

fatherofcoursebuthe'soldsoIwantyouto

takecareofSindywhenIdie..evenAustin

alwayscheckonhimandkeephiminline"



Lubahstoodupandbrushedhisheadthenwent

tostandnexttothewindow.

Lubah:"What'swrong?"

Chris:"Ihaveaholeinmyheart"Lubahclosed

hiseyesthenopenedthemlookingatChriswith

somuchpity.

Lubah:"Howmuchtimedoyouhave?"

Chris:"twomonths"

Lubah:"Whyme?Imeanthere'sLwandile,

LonwaboandSaider"Chrissmiled.

Chris:"Itrustyou,youaremoreresponsible,

morecaringthanthosefools..yestheyare

responsiblebutyouaremoreineverythingandI

knowmykidswillbetakencareof"Lubah

sighedandsatnexttoChris.

Lubah:"okay"

Chris:"Okay?"Lubahnodded 

Lubah:"I'llbeyourchild'sguidan.ButI'lltalkto



mywifefirst"

Chris:"Oh"

Lubah:"It'sjustaformality..Iknowshewill

agreeitwillbejustadiscussion"Chrisnodded

"canIhaveadrinknow?"Chrisstoodupand

pouredbothhimandLubahsomescotch,when

hehandedLubahoneglasshetookthemboth.

Lubah:"Qhelananejuice"Chrisclickedhis

tongueannoyedandsatonthecouch"great

stuffyougothereChris"hechuckled

Chris:"Fuckyou"

-

-

#Sindy

-

Zwelicouldn'tcomebackthefollowingdayas

hepromised..hisparentsdidn'tallowhimtobut

Iunderstood.Iwaswithmydadandmybrother



atdad'shouse.Wewerechillingoutsidenear

thepool.

Dad:"IwishIhadknownyousoonermyangel"

hesaidbrushingmyhairasIlaidmyheadon

hislap.

me:"I'mherenow.that'sallthatmattersandwe

willmakeupforthetimewelost"

Austin:"thasright"dadjustkeptquietand

brushedmyhairgently.
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#Zweli

-

WereturnedtoJoburgaftertwomoredays

sinceDadforcedustostay.Sindywasokaywith

mebeinginDurbanandsheactuallytoldme



thatshehadbeenspendingtimewithherfather,

bondingandstuff,fromhervoiceIcouldtell

shewashappyandthatmademehappytoo

becauseherhappinessisveryimportanttome

andmostimportantlyher..havingaparent..a

fathersomethingsheneverhad.

Wetookacabtomyhousewepaidthengotoff.

Sandile:"sothatparty?"Isighedlookingdown

becauseIdidn'twantanypartyinmyhouse 

Mtho:"Comeonbra..youcaneveninviteyour

girl"

me:"Finebutthisisthelasttimeyouthrowinga

partyhere"

Them:"yebomkhulu"

me:"Imeanit!"

Mtho:"okay!sizwilephela"Iwenttomyroom

andcalledmybaby.

Sindy:"whatever oldman..hey"shesoundedso

happy.



me:"mybabyhowareyou?"

Sindy:"I'mgoodandyou?"

me:"I'mokay..justmissingmybaby"

Sindy:"ImissyoutoowhenamIseeingyou?"

me:"now"Isaidgettingupfromthebedand

walkedout..shegiggled

Sindy:"Really?"

me:"yeswhereareyou?"

Sindy:"Dad'splace"

me:"alrightI'llseeyoushortly"Ihungupand

tookthecarkeysandleft.

-

IcalledassoonasIparkedoutsideChris'place.

Sindy:"I'mcoming"shethenhungup.minutes

latershewalkedoutinanavylinenshortwitha

whitevestandflipflops,Igotoutofthecarand

metherhalfwayscoopedherupshescreamed

gigglingthenIplacedherdowmandhuggedher



tightly.

Me:"Imissedyousomuch"Isaidlookingather

atherbeautifuleyesbeforeshecouldrespondI

gaveherakiss.

Sindy:"I..Imissedyoutoo"wekissedagainthen

pulledback.

me:"Howhaveyoubeenmybaby?"shesmiled.

Sindy:"I'vebeengood..greatactually"shesaid

excitedlyIsmiledlookingather"Spendingtime

withmydadandbrother,listeningtoDad's

stories,himtuckingmeinbed..it'sgreat

Cedric..it'ssogreatthatIfinallyhavesomething

Ihavealwayslongedfor..afathernotjustany

father.alovingfather"

me:"I'mhappyforyoumybaby"shesmiled

lookingatme"what?"shegiggled

Sindy:"nothing..howhaveyoubeen?howare

yourparents?"

me:"I'vebeengoodmybaby..myparentsare



alsookaylove"shenodded.Wegotinthecar

anddrovearoundconversingandlaughing,

sharingkisseshereandthere.Wespentabout

threehourstogetherthenIdroveherback

home.

me:"Baby..uhmbeforeIforget,mybrothersare

havingapartyatthehouseso..theyaskedme

toinviteyou"

Sindy:"oh..when istheparty?"

me:"tomorrownight"shenodded"so?"she

noddedagainIchuckledlookingather"Sindy?"

shegiggled.

Sindy:"i'llbethere"

me:"I'llcomefetchyoumybaby"shesmiled

kissingmylipsthengotoutofthecar,I

watchedherasshewalkedtotheyard,Idrove

offassoonasthegateclosed.

-

-



#Narrated

-

ThefollowingdaySindywokeupnexttoher

fatherandbrotherastheywereallsleepingat

Chris'bedroomafterheinsistedorrather

forcedthemtosleepwithhim.Shewenttoher

bedroomandtookashowerthendressedinto

leggingsandabaggyt-shirtwithsleepersthen

wenttomakebreakfast.While shewasatitshe

calledMdu.

Mdu:"Littleone"

Sindy:"howareyoubhuti?"

Mdu:"goodandyou?"

Sindy:"I'mokay..justcheckinguponyou"Mdu

smiled

Mdu:"wearegoodlittleone..thankyoufor

checking"

Sindy:"alrightI'llseeyou"



Mdu:"alright..Khwezisayshi"

Sindy:"halaback..Ihavetogonow"theyhung

shedishedup.ChrisandAustinwalkeddown

Sindyservedthemandtheyateasafamily.

-

LateronBothSindyandAustinpreparedforthe

party.

Sindy:"Seeyoutomorrowolaman"Chris

chuckledand.kissedherforeheadhuggingher

tightbeforegoingtoAustin.

Chris:"Iloveyouguys"hesaidtryingtohold

backhistears.

Them:"weloveyoutoo"theylefthimnot

noticinganythingwrong.

-

AssoonasAustinparkedhiscarZweliwentto

thepassEngerdoorandopenedforSindy.

Zweli:"Wow!youlook..amazingmybaby"Sindy



blushed 

Sindy:"thankyou...youlookgoodtoo"Zweli

heldherhandandtheywalkedinsidethento

thebackyardwhereeveryonewas.

Sphe:"shelooksgorgeous"Zwelicringedas

Sphewhisperedinhisear,heknewthathewas

gonnatryhisluckonSindy.

Zweli:"FuckoffCooper"theywereveryclose

untilZwelifuckedSphe'sex.

Sphe:"relaxwillyou?"Thepartystartedand

morepeoplearrived.Someladiesweregiving

SindynastystaresastheyhopedtohaveZweli

justforthenight.Zweli'sattentionwasathis

woman.

Sindy:"onemore"Zwelifrownedandpouredher

anotherglassofwine.

Lady:"HiZweli"Sindylookedatthefakelady

witheverythingfake..eyelashes..nailsandstuff.

Zweli:"Ja"theladyclearedhisthroatashe



wasn'tlookingather.

Lady:"Can..we..uhmtalk?"

Zweli:"Ngbusy"hesaidwipingasauceon

Sindy'slipwithhisfingerthenlickeditmaking

Sindygiggleslightly.

Lady:"uhmZwe..."

Zweli:"Yiniufunani?"heaskedirritatedthen

lookedatthelady. 

Lady:"uhm..nothingnevermind"Zwelijust

turnedandfocussedonSindy.

-

-

***Meanwhile***

-

Chrishadbeensweatingstrugglingtobreath,

hetookhisphoneandcalledLubahwhowas

withRichard,Mkhuls,Lux,Saider,Lwandileand

Buja.



Lubah:"ChristopherMcCa..."

Chris:"064023"

Lubah:"Huh?"

Chris:"06..L-u-b..."hestumbledbackandheld

onthecouchbutheslippedandfell.

Lubah:"UncleChris?!"hekeptcallingoutforhim

buthedidn'trespond.Theotherswerealarmed.

"wehavetogo"

Lux:"What'sgoingon?"heaskedasthey

followedLubahwhowasonthephonewithhis

pilotastheywereinEastLondon.
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***Narrated***

-



EveryonekeptaskingLubah..whatwasgoing

onastheydrovetotheairportbuthecouldn't

answerthembecausehewasoncallwithhis

wife.

Lubah:"BabyIneedyoutogotouncleChris'

houseandpunchthiscodeatthega..."

Lelethu:"what's goingon?"

Lubah:"ListenloveIcan'ttalklongthecodeis

064023andcallanambulanceokay?"

Lelethu:"okay"

Lubah:"Iloveyou"

Lelethu:"Iloveyoutoo"hehungupasthe

parkedattheairport.Theyallgotoutand

boardedtothejetinsilence. 

Richard:"Ha.aLubabalondodamasingalindi

wena"Lubahsighedandsatonthecouch.

Lubah:"uhm.afewdaysagoI..Igotacallfrom

uncleChrissummoningmetohishouse,whenI

gottherehe...hetoldmethat..uhnheaskedme



tolookafterhisdaughter"

Them:"WHAT?!WHY?"Lubahlookedatthem

andtheykeptquiet.

Lubah:"Heaskedmetolookafterher

because..hessick,hefoundoutthathehasa

holeinhisheartandhehastwomonthsleftto

live"theyallkeptquietasshocktookover.After

sometimeRichardspoke 

Richard;"andnow?whatwashesayingonthe

phone?isheokay?"Lubahshookhisheadno.

Lubah:"Idon'tthinksoIthinkhecollapsedafter

givingmeacode"Theykeptquietfortherestof

theridetoJoburg.

-

**Meanwhile**

-

Austinwasbangingsomegirlwhenhisphone

rangitwashisgirlfriendBellaheignoreditand

finishedwhathewasdoingHisphonerang



again.

Austin:"Hello?"

Lelethu:"it'sLelethuuhm..it'syourfatherIneed

youtocometothehospital"

Austin:"what?what'swrongisheokay?"

Lelethu:"Idon'tknowthedoctorsjustattended

tohimnow"Austinswallowedhardandhungup

thenrushedtoZweli'sbedroomandknocked.

Zweli:"Eufusegthepartyisdownstairs!!"

Austin:"Zweliopenupbro..Ineedtotalktomy

sister..wehavetogo"Zwelistoodupashe

heardAustin'spanickingvoiceandwentto

openupforhim.

Zweli:"what'sgoingon?"

Austin:"Idon'tknowbutmyfatheris

hospitalisedjustgotacallfromLubah'swife"

Sindygotupfromthebedandgotupdressing

upwithoutawordthenwenttothem. 



Sindy:"Wecango..pleaselet'sgo"Austin

huggedherkissingherforehead.

Zweli:"I'mcomingwithyou"hegotdressedand

theywalkedupthenhelockedhisbedroomand

rushedtothecar.

-

-

#Sindy

-

Theridetohospitalwasn'tlongasAustinwas

drivinglikeamadman,Iontheotherhandwas

sittingtherequietwithsomanythoughtsonmy

head.Wegottothereception. 

Austin:"ChristopherMcCarthy"thewoman

typedsomethingonthecomputerthenlooked

upatAustin. 

Her:"waitatthewaitingareathedoctorswill

cometoyouwhentheyaredonewithhim"We

walkedtothewaitingareaandfoundsomelady



sittingalone.

Austin:"Lez"shelookedupandsmiled

Her:"heyguys"

Austin:"Whathappened?"

Her:"Idon'tknow..Ireceivedacallfrom

uLubabalosayingIshouldgotoyourhouseand

whenIgotthereIfoundyourfatheronthefloor

unconscious"Theykeptontalkingbutmymind

wasfarthinkingallsortsofthings.

Zweli:"he'sgoingtobeokay"Isighedandput

myheadonhisshoulder. 

me:"whatif..."

Zweli:"Don'tdothatbaby..he'sstrong,hewill

fightforyouguys"Inoddedashekissedmy

forehead.Westayedinsilenceforawhileuntil

Austinreceivedacall,hespokeforawhilethen

hungup.

Austin:"it'sAunty..she'sonherwayhere"



Zweli:"perfecttiming"

Austin:"Shewassupposedtoarriveyesterday

butherflightgotdelayed"

-

About30/40minuteslaterawomaninhermid

fortiesarrivedandgreetedhuggingAustin. 

Her:"Whathappenedtomybrother?"

Austin:"wearestillwaitingforthedoctor...uhm

AuntymeetSindymysister"shejustlookedat

methentookafewstepstowardsme.

Her:"whatdidyoudotomybrother?"

me:"Idon'tunderstand"Iwasreallylost

howevermyinnervoicetoldmethattherewas

moretothatquestion.

Her:"Didyoubewitchhim?huh?"

Austin:"Aunty?!"

Her:"what?it'snosecretthatblackpeopleare

witches!!"



me:"takemehome"mytearswerealready

flowing.Zwelistoodupwithme.

Zweli:"Mycarkeys"

Austin;"S..."

Zweli:"Carkeys!"hisvoicehadchanged,Austin

gavehimthekeysthenweleft.Wegottothecar

anddroveaway. 

Zweli:"Myhouse?"

me:"noI'mnogoodcompanynow"Ithinkhe

understoodwhereIwantedtogobecausehe

drovestraighttoMdu'splace,Ipunchedthe

codethenhedroveinandparkedonthe

driveway.WewalkedintogetherKhwezilooked

atusandfrowned 

Khwezi:"WhatdidyoudoZweli?"

me:"Excuseme"IquicklyleftforyroomI

wantedtocryalone.

-



-

#Zweli

-

Khwezi:"Zweli?" Isighedandsatdown.

me:"it'snotme..itsMichelle"

Khwezi:"Whatdidshedo...didshehither?"

me:"SheaccusedSindyofbewitchingChris"

"WHAT?!"webothlookedatthestairs..itwas

Mduhewalkeddownandcametostandnextto

thecouch.

Mdu:"Zweli?"

Me:"weleftrightaftershesaidthosethings"

Mdu:"WhereisSindy?"

Khwezi:"upstairs"heturnedandwentupstairs.

-

-

#Austin



-

ThedoctorsarrivedanhourafterSindyand

Zwelileft.

Doc:"evening..imOluhleDamane"

Lelethu:"Skipthatpart"shegiggled.Theoldmen

walkedinfollowedbythegents.

Richard:"Austin..Lelethu"

Oluhle:"Uhm..uncleChrishasaclotinhixheart

an..."

Lubah:"aclot?"

Oluhle'"ewebhuti..uhmIreadthefilefrom

doctorSteven...it'saclotnotaholeand

uhm...weneedtooperatehimASAPbecause

it'sblockinghisbloodflow..soIneedsomeone

tosigntheforms"

Michelle:"I'llsi..."

me:"noyouwon't..i'nhissonnotyou,soIwill

decideformyfather"IlookedatOluhlewholed



thewaywithmefollowingbehindherfineass.
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#Austin

-

AftersigningthenecessarypapersIreturnedto

thewaitingarea.

me:"Damn!"Lubahchuckled

Lubah:"outwithit"

me:"it'sthatdoctorJesushera..."

Lubah:"uyawunya nguAnga..stayawayfromhis

wife"Ichokedonmysaliva.

me:"That's...Anga'swife?"wellInevermether

becauseshe'salwaysonduty..wellwhenIvisit

themsoeveninphotosIneverlookedclosely



toher.

Lubah:"getthatsillylottlecrushoutofthatmind

ofyours"Lelethuwaslaughingsilentlyleaning

againstLubah'sshoulder"suyhlekababy"he

saidsmiling.ThankGodIheardearlybefore

tryingmyluckotherwiseAngawouldhave

fuckedmeupprettybad,Anywayafterclearing

thingsupaboutDoctorDamaneuncleRichard

spokeup.

Richard:"Shouldn'tyoursisterbehere?"he

askedlookingatme.

me:"Sheshould"IeyedMichellewhohadher

eyesonme..bothherandIknewthatuncle

Richardwasgonnaaskanotherquestionwhich

probablywouldhavemeanswerwhymylittle

sisterwasn'ttherewithus.

Richard:"Whyisn'tshehere?"heaskedwithhis

euesfurrowedatmewiththeotherslookingat

meinconcernexceptforLelethuwhohadher

eyesonMichellewholookedatmewith



beggingeyes.

me:"Sheleft"UncleRichardreleaseda

frustratedsighbeforelookingatmeirritated.

Richard:"mandingagrongcaninawe

marn...whereisyoursisterAustinordoyou

wantmetoaskinAfrikaans?"

me:"SheleftearlierwithZweli"

Richard:"Why?"

me:"Michelleinsultedher..wellsheaccusedher

ofbewitchingdad" 

Mkhuls:"Hayi!!" heclappedandleanedbackon

thechairlookingatMichelle. 

Michelle:"I..iaskedherwhatshedidtohim"

Lelethu:"Andthenyousaidit'snosecretthat

blackpeoplearewitches"

Lux,Mkhuls&Rich:"Ukunyakwakho"theguys

laughedandquicklykeptquietastheysawthe

scaryfacesontheoldmen.



Buja:"yhoo"Michellecouldn'tevenlookatthem

shewasplayingwithherfingersasweall

staredather.

Michelle:"e..ex..exc.."

Lux:"SIT!!"shequicklysatdownshakingin

fear.Westayedinsilenceforaboutclosetoten

minutes

Michelle:"I..ineedabathr.."shelookedupand

quicklykeptquietassoonashereyesmetup

withuncleLux'sthenshequicklylookeddown.

Lux:"Yhewena?"Saiderwaslaughingsilently

lookingatmyscaredauntandtobehonestI

didntfeelsorryforheratall.

-

Ithasbeenanhoursincewewerethereand

auntMichellehadn'tgonetothebathroom. 

Michelle:"Ireallyneedtogo"

Richard:"sityourflatassdown"Mkhuls

chuckledcausingustolaugh.



Michelle:"please"

Lux:"wannapee?"sheshookherhead"ohhayke

zinyeleke"Richardlaughedchokingonhis

waterlookingatuncleLuxwhojustshrugged

hisshoulders.

-

-

#Zweli

-

WewereallatSindy'sroomwhocriedherselff

tosleep.Mduwaslividcursingashestaredat

hersleeping.

Mdu:"Ihatethis!ifChri.."

me:"He'shospitalisedhehadnothingtodowith

this"hesighed.

Mdu:"yeah..IknowbutIhavetotakecareofthis

Michellebitch"

Khwezi:"Babe!!don'tyouthinkyou'rebeing



dramatic?"Mdustaredather"okaysorrybut

killingher?"

Mdu:"Iwon'tkillherbutaminoraccidentwilldo

hergood,breakherneckandafewribs"he

stoodupandwalked. 

me:"Yhooyourmanis...yeah"shelaughedand

walkedout.Itookoffmyshoesandgotinbed

withmybabypullingherclosertomeandslept,

IwaswokenupbySindytryingtogetoutofmy

grip.

me:"whereareyougoing?"

Sindy:"toilet"Iletgosheleftandcameback

minuteslaterandgotin.

me:"Yougood?"shenoddedsnugglingcloser

andslept.

-

-

#Austin



-

FewhourslaterOluhlecametouswithanother

doctor.

Oluhle:"Morning"

Lux:"morningkoti..howishe?"

Oluhle:"Theoperationwasasuccess,he'sgoing

tobefinebuthe'sstillunconsciousfornow"

Lux:"Alright...youshouldgorestnowyoulook

tired"

Doc2:"That'snothowit...."

Lux:"wasItalkingtoyoumsunu?"aloudroarof

laughterfilledtheroomasthedoctorlookedat

uncleLuxtryingtodigestthelastword.

Richard:"siesLuxolo"Oluhleleftgiggling

followesbytheIndiandoctor.Ileftthehospital

andwenthome,Itookaquickshoweranda

twohournapthenwokeuprefreshedandwore

freshcleanclothesanddrovetothehospital

callingSindyontheway.



Sindy:"Hey"shesoundeddown.

me:"Littlesishowareyou?"

Sindy:"I'mokay..andyou?"

me:"gooduhmDadwasoperatedyesterdayand

everythingwentwellI'mgoingtoseehimnow"

Sindy:"that'sgoodIguess"

me:"Don'tyouwanttoseehim..Icancome

fetchyou"

Sindy:"nothanksI'mfineandIthinkit'sbestifI

stayaway"

me:"What?!Sindynow.."

Sindy:"noAustinI'mtiredofpeoplealways

blamingme..Ijustwantpeaceandwiththat

auntofyoursaround...hmbyeAustin"shehung

up..Igotoutofthecarandgotinthebuilding.I

metupwithanursewhotookmetomydad's

room.

Dad:"Iwillnotaskagain..ahhgood"hesaid



lookingatmeasIwalkedin.

me:"Oldman"hetriedsittingupbutfailed. 

Richard:"Calmthefuckdownman!"helaidback

andreleasedasighgroaningalittle. 

Dad:"Whereisyoursister?"heaskedwithhis

eyesclosed"Austin?"

me:"Sh..she..uhm"

Dad:"Whenyoucomebackhere..bringher

okay?"

me:"yeah"

Dad:"Good"

Richard:"AndthenwenaAustin...whenareyou

tellingyourfatherthatyourstupidauntinsulted

Sindyandthat'swhyshe'snothere"Dadquickly

openedhiseyeslookingatme.

Lux:"Richard!!"

Richard:"Ndiyekwe"themachinesbeepedas

dad'sbreathingaccelerated.Oluhlewalkedand



chasedusout 

Richard:"He'llbefineayomoffieleya"
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#Sindy

-

AcoupleofdayspassedandIhadn'tgoneto

seemyfatheratthehospital.Iwasinmyroom

aloneMduandKhweziweren'taroundtheyhad

gonetothemall.TherewasabuzzonthegateI

quicklygotdressedandattendedtoit.

me:"hello?"

Dad:"openup!"IbuzzedhiminandIsawhiscar

drivinginasIwenttogetmyselfaglassof

waterinthekitchen,whenIwalkedbacktothe

loungeIfounddadwiththeunclessittedinthe



couches.

me:"Sanibonani"

Richard:"hey"Isatdownandlookeddown.

Mkhuls:"HowareyouSindy?"

me:"I'mgoodandyou?"hesmiledandcameto

sitnexttome.

Mkhuls:"Sobaphiabanye?"

me:"Atthemallunclebuttheyshouldbeback

anyminutenow"

Mkhuls:"ohsousafunaukuyaeCuba?"

Dad:"Wtf?Mkhuls?"uncleMkhulslaughedand

puthishandovermyshoulder.

Mkhuls:"Iwasjustaskingsincey'allquiet..so

Sindy?"Igiggledshakingmyhead.Dadstood

upandcametowardsmethenheldouthis

handIputmineoverhisthenhehelpedup.

Richard:"Sowe'renotpartoftheconversation?"

Dadchuckledaswewalkedout,hewasn'tfully



healesbecauseshewaslimpingabit.

Dad:"Howareyoumyangel?"heaskedsitting

nexttothepool.

me:"I'mfimedad..howareyou"hegentlyputmy

headonhisshoulderwrappinghishandaround

myshoulders.

Dad:"IheardwhatMichellesaidtoyouI'msorry

myangel" 

me:"it'snotyourfaultdad..I'msorryIdidn't

comevisityou"

Dad:"it'sokaymyangel.I'mfinenow"Ijust

nodded,wesatinsilenceforaboutaminuteor

twobeforehespoke.

Dad:"Sweetheart Iwantyoutomoveinwithme"

Imovedandlookedathimabitshocked.

me:"oh?"

Dad:"Iwantyouclosertomemyangel..we

spentyearsapartandIdon'twanttowaste

anymoretime..lifeistooshortmylovesoIwant



tospendas.muchtimeasIcanwithmyfamily"

me:"withthatwomanaswell?"heshookhis

head.

Dad:"No..she'snotgonnabepartofourlives

anymore"

me:"oh"

Dad:"Stopworrying,it'stimeMichelleknewher

placeshe'sbeentoocomfortableforherown

good"Inodded"soyou'llhavetotalktoTr..Mdu

aboutmoving"

me:"yeahit'sgonnaupsethimthough..he'll

thinkI'mneglectinghimandsisKhwezibutI

willtalktothem"

Dad:"Mduisveryunderstandingjustsithim

downandtalktohimokay?"

me:"okay"hepulledmebackwrappinghisarm

aroundhim.

me:"Sodad..whatdoyoudoforaliving?doyou

w...?"hecoughedandstoodup"areyouokay?"



henoddedstillcoughing.

me'"I'llgogetsomewaterforyou"Iraninand

wentstraighttothekitchenandpouredsome

waterontheglassthenwentbacktodadwho

waswiththeunclesnow.

me:"here"hedrankup.

Dad:"thankyou"Inoddedandtooktheglass

fromhim.

me:"areyoyokayuncleRichard?'henodded

wipingtheteardropshehadintheeyesslightly

chuckling.

Richard:"I'mfinesweetheartIwasjustthinking

aboutsomestuff"Inoddedandreturnedthe

glasstothekitchenbeforegoingbacktothe

oldmen.

TheyspentalmostthewholedaywithmeandI

waslaughingmostofthetime.Zweliarrivedand

buzzed. 

me:"hey" 



Zweli:"Openup"Ibuzzedhiminandheparked

inthedrivewaybeforecomingin.

Zweli:"Whyareyounotans...ohhello?"

Richard:"surendoda"

Mkhuls:"sitdownndivelendifesisinenexa

umntuemile"theychuckledasZwelitooka

seat.Iwenttodishupforhimthenwashedhis

hands.

Richard:"HEY!!ha.arhasiesgetup"hesaid

afterseeingmekneelinginfrontofZwelibutI

wasalreadydone.

Lux:"Wheredidyougetthiskneelinffrom?"I

returnedthedishtothekitchenthensatnextto

dad.

me:"mygrandmother"

Richard:"Youshouldn'tdoitwhenI'maround

becauseindiphathisangesihlefaneandI'llbeat

youupifyoudo"

Dad:"Voetsek"



Richard:"Hayhampaa..babygirlthisisthe21st

century,thingshavechanged..yesyouhaveto

respectmenbutha.aiguqaiOutIknowit'swhat

youweretaughtkodwano..Ha.amntanam"

me:"ButI'musedintodoingthingsthisway"

Richard:"IknowtrustmeIdobut..stopkneeling

izogezaleway"Zwelichuckledandcontinued

eatingtheoldmenlookedathim.

Zweli:"hawusengenzenimanje?"

Lux:"Didyoutellhertodothesethings?"

Zweli:"What?n

noIdidn't"

Lux:"right"weateconversinghereandthere

thenafteruncleRkchardhelpedmewiththe

dishes.Whenitwastimeforthemtoleavethey

stoodupandremainedstandinglookingat

ZweliIlaughedastheykeptstraightfaces.

Richard:"Wearenotleavingyoualonewitha

CHILDndoda..getupkuhanjwe"Zwelilookedat



themindisbeliefbeforehestoodupandkissed

mycheek.Dadkissedmyforeheadandtheyall

walkedout.

-

Around20:00MduandKhweziwalkedin

laughingbuttheystoppedwhentheysawme.

Mdu:"Sorry"Ilaughed 

me:"it'sfinesohowwasbuildingthemall?how

farisit"theybothlaughedandsatdown.

Mdu:"Beingsarcasticdoesn'tsuityoulittleone"

theygavemeafewoftheirbagsandIthanked

them.

Khwezi:"Sindy?" Ilookeduptoher"Yourfather

called"

Mdu:"Yeahandwespokeaboutyou.hewants

youtomoveandstaywithhim."

me:"yesandI..."

Mdu:"Youcango..butIwantyoutoknowthat



thisisyourhometoo,Youcancomeanytime

anddayokay?"Inodded"andpleasedontbea

strangerorelsengizokulandaphelaangimsabi

uChris"Igiggled. 

me:"Ngizomtshela"helaughed. 

Mdu:"onaseriousnoteuhmdocomevisitand

pleasecallwheneveryouneedsomethingeven

ifit'stotalkwewillbeherewaitingforyou,we

loveyouSindy"

me:"andIloveyoutoo"wesharedagrouphug

thentheywenttodishupforthemselvesinthe

kitchenasIwenttomyroom.

-

ThefollowingweekIhadmovedtoDad'splace

andIsettledinverywellwithbothDadand

Austintakingcareofme.Iwasgonnastart

schoolonFebruarywhichwastwoweeksaway.

Austin:"Let'sgo"

Them:"Whereareyougoing?"itwasdadwith



thetheuncles.

Austin:"Noneofyourbusinessoldmen"theyall

spokeatonceinsultingAustinwhojustlaughed

aswewalkedout.

Atthemallwedidgroceryshoppingthenafew

clothingitemsforusanddad.Wewenttoeat

thenwenttothecar. 

Voice:"onewrongmoveyou'redead"hecocked

hisgunNdplaceditonmyback.

Austin:"UncleMkhuls?"

Mkhuls:"Getinthecarnowboy"Austingotin

andwedidtoo.

Mkhuls:"Drivetothislocation"hehandedhima

pieceofpaper"Don'tcryIwon'thurtyou"

Wefottothelocationabdtherewasa

car...ratheraquantumwegotofandwenfto

it.UncleMkhulswaswearibgabaclavaaswe

gotinsidethequantum..tomysurprisethere

wasLilitha,IsiandImiwithanothergirlandfour



scaryguys.

Mkhuls:"Drive"thedriverstartedthecarand

droveoff.

Imi:"Dadwillfindusinnotime"

Mkhuls:"Iknow"
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ThefouroldmenwerestillatChris'house

havingwhiskey..wellexceptforChris.

Chris:"ohcomeon!oneglasswon'thurt" 

Mkhuls:"Dowetaketherisk?"Richardsmirked

shakinghisheardslowly.

Lux:"Sungcola"Richardlaughed. 



Richard:"oneglass"

Chris:"Whatever youmom"theyallchuckledas

MkhulspouredashotforChris. 

Chris:"Areyoubeingforrealrightnow?"The

otherslaughedattheamountMkhulspoured

forChris.

Mkhuls:"eishsorry..stopcryingI'llpouryou

anotherone"theylaughedandcontinued

teasingeachotheruntilLubahbargedinwith

hiseyesbloodshotredhisveinfrombothside

ofhisheadandforeheadout,hischestgoing

upanddown.

Lux:"yintoningoku?"

Lubah:"Someonetookthemtaima..thegirls!

I..I..ican't..thecar.."Luxquicklystoodupand

wentovertohimandstarteddoingbreathing

exerciseswithhim.

Lux:"There..now calmlytellmewhat'sgoing

on?"Lubahbreathedoutloud.



Lubah;"I..igotacallfromBulelanisayingubona

iPorchekaLilithaparkedatsomedodgyplace

thenndathiheshouldcheckitout..whenhegot

backtomehetoldmethatthedoorswere

openedandtherearebulletholesphanakuyo

soItrackedthemdowntheyaremovingtaima

fromoneplacetotheother...Idon'tknowwhat

todo!"Theotherswerealreadyontheirfeet

lookingatthecryingLubah"Idon'tknowwhoit

istaimabutwhoeveritisundibambeapho

ndimncincikhona" 

Richard:"NguLilitha,IminathinoIsipho?"Lubah

noddedwipinghistearsthenstoodup,Saider

walkedinlookingdrainednotknowingwhatto

dowithhimselfRichardwenttohimand

huggedhim.

Richard:"Wewillfindthem"Saidernoddedand

pulledback.Everyonegotbusymakingcallsin

andoutofthecountrytryingtotrackthegirls

butnoonecouldlocatethemastheymoved

everyfiveortenminutes.Chris'phonarang.



Chris:"Hello?"

Mdu:"uhmhelloI..i..ican'tseemtofindSindy

andAustinbutthecarhasbeenparkedherefor

morethananhour"

Chris:"Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfind

them...waitabitmaybethey'restillbusy"Mdu

sighednervously..Chrishadcalledhimtogo

wuththeguysandfetchhiskidsusingthe

trackeromAustin'scar.

Mdu:"Bossthe..thecarisunlockeda..andwe

foundthekeysnexttoit"Chrishungupandsat

down.

Chris:"Whoeveritistookmykidsaswell"he

pouredhimselfsomewhiskeyandgulpedit

downbeforegoingupstairsandcamedown

wearingBlackGuessjeans,Blackmilitaryboots,

blacklongsleevedtightt-shirtwithablackknee

lengthcoatandputonaredscarfaroundhis

neckandhadabulletproofvestinhandanda

gunonanotherhand. 



Chris:"Let'sgo"

Mkhuls:"youareno..."

Chris:"nottodaysatan"Mkhulssurrenderedand

theyallwalkedout.

TheoldmendressedlikeChrisandworetheir

redbeanieswithredscarfswhiletheKINGS

woreallblack.L.Dwasmoreangrythan

emotionalandhewashungryforblood.

Mkhuls:"WhereisSiya?"

L.D:"Idon'tknow"

Theydevidedthemselvesandchasedthecar

thathadthegirls.

-

-

EarlierwhenSindygotinthecarsherantoIsi

wholookedmorescaredandtheybothhugged

eachother.Asshewasabouttobeguncle

'Mkhuls'heputhisgunonhismouthoverthe



balaclavasignalinghertoshutupandshedid.

Sindy:"Whyarewehere?whatdidwedo?"

Isi:"I..i..don'tknowbutdadwillfindus..theywill

findus"theywerebothwhisperingholdingonto

eachother.Austinlookedattheclothingofthe

manandsawsomethingfamiliarabouthis

clothes..hewaswearingallblackwithredscarf

andtheredbalaclava.Ashetriedtoremember

thedriveracceleratedandthemanchuckled.

Man:"Letthegamebegin"thedriverwhodidn't

wanttobeseensilentlylaughedandduckedthe

cars.

-

Richard:"Whothefuckisthis?"

L.D:"hesurelyknowsustoowell"theycursed

anddrovefastagain.

Richard:"Donotshootyoumighthurtthekids"L

Dnodded.

-



Themansuddenlyfeltguiltywhenlookingat

thekids.

Man:"OkayguysI'msorry..wearesorry

okay...uhmMalhilhi"Lilitha'seyesquickly

widenedadsheheardthenameshelastheard

eightyearsago.

Lilitha:"Tamnci?"Mcepulledouthisbalaclava

andwenttositnexttoher.

Sindy:"aren'tyouuncleMkhuls?"

Mce:"Hayyhundifreshsuu"Lilithagiggled

wipinghertears. 

Iminathi:"Butyouaredead"shesaidsadly

lookingatMcewhopulledherandsatheron

hislap.

Siya:"Kukhonechoppertamnci"Mcelaughed.

Mce:"Goodstopthecar"Siyastoppedandcars

about14surroundedtheircartheneveryone

gotoutofthecarswiththeirguns.Mceopened

thedoorandgotoutstretchinghisbody. 



Mce:"YES!THERETURNOFTHEMIGHTY

MCEBISIMAQHUBELA"hethenlaughedand

leanedonthecarsmilingateveryone's

shock..wellexveptforChriswhoknewhewas

alive.

Chris:"Someheadsupwouldhavebeennice

youknow"

Lux:"Chris?!"heshruggedhisshouldershugging

Mce.

L.D:"Howisthispossible?Vuvudreamtyou

deadtamnci"

Mce:"SorrymntanambutmnandinguMCEBISI

no2kwaMaqhubelatherewasourolderbrother

withthesamenameasmine,wafauzumxelele

uyanyaubawayetshommaloVuvulowo"the

guyschuckledjustasheturnedapunchlanded

onhisjaw.

Mce:"Mkhuselimkhuluwa"Luxsilentlylaughed

asMkhulsstaredathisbrotherdefeated.



Mkhuls:"Mcebisi"Theyhugged.Saider,Lubah

andL.DwerewiththeirdaughtersandSindy

wasinChris'arms.

Mce:"Let'sgoImissmywife"

Lux:"Shemovedon"Mcelaughed.

Mce:"shameyouwishubaneesizakum

ezofumanaisweetszakhe"hewinkedatthem

thentheygottothecarsanddroveoff.

[03/08,10:12]Ron:HisQueen*

.

.

insert26

.

Amonthlater

#Sindy

-



Afterthekidnappingsagaandthereturnof

uncleMcedadandalltheuncleswentto

Easterncapeaccompanyingunclemce.Anyway

ihavestartedvarsityandimustsaythingsare

differentfromhighschoolbutiamcopingjust

fineandihavemadefriendsIsiphoandTumi.

Isi:"ThereisyourbrotherSindy"

me:"letmegobyeguys"

Austin:"Isiyou'recomingwithmetoo"

Tumi;"metoo?"Austinjuststaredather..wellhe

doesntlikeherapparentlytumiistoobitchyfor

hisliking.

Austin:"idontridewithbitchesinmycar"

Isi:"Shuu"shesaidaswegotinthecar,my

brotherjustclickedhistongueandspedoff.

Austin;"whyareyoustillhangingoutwiththat

bitch?"

me:"enoughAustinthatsourfriend!"



Isi:"buthe'srightthough"iturnedandlookedat

hershejustshruggedhershoulders.

Austin;"iwilldropyouoffatIsi'splacei'm

rushingsomewhere"

me:"okay"hedroppedusoffatIsi'splacethen

left.Justaswegotinsidethehousemyphone

rang.

me:"Hey"

Zweli:"Mybabyhowareyou?"

me:"imgoodbabeandyou?"

Zweli:"imokayjustmissingyoumybaby"i

smiled

me:"andimissyoutoo"wespokeforsometime

thenhungupbecausehehadtogobackto

work.

-

aweekpassedanddadwasstillnotbackandi

missedhimsomuch,myrelationshipwithZweli



wasbecomingstrongeraseachdaypassed.it

wasThursdayafternoonandiwascomingout

ofmyafternoonclasswithIsiwhojust

screamedandranoff,tomysurpriseiliftedmy

eyesandlookedatthedirectionshewasgoing

andtherewasmyfatherhuggingherididnt

wasteanytimeirantohimaswellhecaught

measithrewmyselfathimandspanme

around.

Dad:"imissedyoutoomyangel"hesaid

breakingthehugandpeckedmylipsthenmy

foreheadthentookbothourhandsandledus

tothecar.

-

-

#Zweli

-

Itriedtobestrongandavoidtemptationat

eachcostbutifailedbecausei'musedto



sex,hereiamjustaftericameinsidethe

condomafterfuckingTumi,mygirldriend's

friend.

me:"Getout"isaidpacingupanddownasigot

dressed.

Tumi:"what?butwhy?"

me:"Youdon'tgetit,doyou?wejusthadsex...i

betrayedtheonlypersoniloveokay!!justgo"

Tumi:"Don'tsaythatZwe..youloveme,wemade

love"

me:"itwasjustsexyoufoolget..."

"No"iquicklyturnedandlookedatthedoor,she

lookedatmewithtearyeyes"Yousleptwith

her?"

me:"m..mybaby..icanexplain..itdidn'tmean

anything"sheshookherheadthenturnedand

ranout"baby,wait"isaidrunningafterher.When

igot,outsideifoundhercryingonherfather's

arms.



Chris:"Idontcarewhatyoudidmyboybut

you'regoingpay"hesaidcoldlyashestaredat

mewhilebrushingSindy'sback.Asiturnedto

walkawayTumicametowardsmeanddidthe

unexpected..she peckedmylips.

Tumi:"Byehandsom.."aheavyandmeanpunch

landedonmyjaw.

Chris:"Yousonofabitch!!"hepunchedme

again.

Sindy:"Dadplease..justlethimbe,letsgo"she

threwafileatme"thefileyouaskedmetohelp

youwith"Chrisclickedhistongueandleftwith

hisdaughter.

Ididntstaylongerattheofficeijusttookmy

thingsandwenthome.

me:"iwillbebusyinthestudynodisturbance"

Nhlanhla:"iwouldntpokeshitinthetoilet..thats

howdisgusting,youare"shethenleft.

Mtho:"okay...whatwasthat?whathappenedto



yourface?"

me:"nothing..iwillbeupstairs"henoddedasi

climbedthestairsiguesshegotthemessage

thatididn'twannatalk.

-

Acoupleofdayspassedandicouldn'tgethold

ofSindyandthatstressedtheshitoutofme

butihadnoonetoblamebutmyself.iwasat

myhousewhensomeonebuzzediopenedthe

gateandthecardroveinandmybiggest

nightmarecameinbroaddaylight.

Mdu:"Jawenanja"iwasabouttospeakup

whenheslappedmethentookouthisgun.

me:"I'msorrybroitwasamistake"

Mdu:"Fuseg..shutupandlisten,hlukanano

sindysyezwana?"

me:"i'msorrybutiwontiloveher"hechuckled

thenquicklychangedashisfacebecamecold.

Mdu:"comeanywherenearheruzongazikahle"



hegotintohiscarandleft.

-

-

#Sindy

-

Sinceifoundoutthatzwelisleptwithmyfriend

iwashurtandangryatbothofthembuti

haven'treallyfocusedon,thepaininsteadi

shiftedmyattentiontomystudies..wellitskind

ofwhatIalwaysdidsinceiwas

young...wheneverifeltsadiwouldstudyorread

anytypeofbookandthatsexactlywhatihave

beendoing.

-

-

#Isipho

-

MynameisIsiphoDamane,firstbornofLelethu



andLubabaloDamaneiam17yearsofage

doingmyfirstyearinvarsity.Mylifehasbeen

amazingsinceicanremember..havingtwo

parentswholoveus..meandmythreebrothers

somuch,auntsanduncleswithgrandpasand

grandmaswhoadoreyouisabsolutelyamazing.

Dad:"Nanamu"igiggledrollingmyeyes

me:"Reallynowdad?"hechuckledandpulled

metohim.

Dad:"iloveyouMaRhadebe"

me:"whatdoyouwantdad?"helaughedout

loud.

Dad:"haibo"

Me:"Kalokuwhenevergranddadwants

somethingfromauntLindihesaysthat"he

laughedhardthenstoppedasweheardnoise

comingfromthekitchenwebothstoodupand

wentthere.

Olwam:"OhpleaseMsholierthanthoustart



withyourhouse..howaboutyoutellIsihowshe

wasconceived..doessheknowthatsheisa

productrape?thatyourpreciousLubahrape...."

Thando:"Enough!!"myheadstartedspinning

andistumbledbutiquicklybalancedonthe

counter.

Dad:"Bab..."

me:"isittrue?..nodaditsnottrueright..you'd

....myGodno..No!"iranoutofthehousewith

bothmyparentsfollowingmeandcallingmy

name,icouldn'tstaythereanylonger.
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#Sindy

-

"Youdoknowthatyou'rethemostbeautifulgirl



onearthl,right"ismilledsniffingasmydad

wipedmytears.

me:"You'rejustsayingthat"heshookhis.head

andsatnexttome.

Dad:"Noi'mnot,youarebeautifulmy

angel,,so,beautifulthatbastarddoesntdeserve

younoryourprecioustearsokay"inodded.

me:"You'reright,nomoretearsjustmybooks"

hesmiled.

Dad:"thatsmygirl..comeletsgo"

me:"andwherearewegoing?"

Dad:"lounge,todowhatyougirlswhenyou're

sad"igiggled 

me:"andthatis?"helaughedpullingmeoutof

hisstudyroom.

Dad:"stuffingyourselveswithicecreamwhile

crying"ilaughed"buttherewon'tbetearsnow"i

giggledshakingmyhead.Hesatmeonthe

couchthenheadedtothe,kitchenandcame



backwithatuboficecreamandtwospoons.

Dad:"weshouldhavedonethisdaysback,but

youwerehidingbehindbooks"igiggledand

scoopedaspoonthenateup.Asweateup

conversingsomeonebuzzed.

Dad:"thankgoodness"hesaidashe

dramaticallystoodup 

me:"Andnow?"helookedbackatme.

Dad:"Dontgimmethatlook..thatshitistoocold"

igiggledandcontinuedeatingmyicecream

"don'tknowhowyoueatthatforso,long"he

openedthedoorthencameback,halfway

throughashegotintheloungeIsicamein

runningwithtearsinhereyes,shethrewherself

atmeandcried.

me:"What'swr.."shecriedharder"okayI'm

sorry"iheldhertightandlethercry.

Isi:"ithurts,ithurtssobadSindy"ididn'tknow

whattosaybecauseshe.wascryingand



whateverthatgothersoupsetmust'vebeen

serious.Anyhowshecalmeddownafter

sometime.

Isi:"I'msorry,i...ijustdidn'tknowwheretogo"

Me:"youdon'thavetoapologisebabe..we're

friends"

Dad:"Family"

Isi:"Familyfilledwithlies!!"shetookadeep

breathandwipedhertears"canibeexcused?"

me:"gotomyroomiwilljoinyoulater"she

noddedandleft."Dad?"

Dad:"iwillcheckonyouguyslater"hesaid

takingouthisphonediallingonit,ihuffedand

satbackdowntryingtodigesteverything.

-

-

#Lubah



-

Thepaininmybaby'sfacewhensheheard

whatOlwamsaid,whenshelearntabouthowi

violatedandhurthermotherandhowshewas

conceived,shelookedpainedthatitwasvisible

throughhereyes.iranbacktomyhouseand

tookmycarkeysandrantomycarunlockingit.

Lelethu:"i'mcomingwithyou"inoddedaswe

bothclimbedtothecarandispedofftryingto

catchupwiththecabshegotto.iwasgonna

dealwithOlwamanothertimeatthatmoment

myonlyfocuswasmybabygirl.

-

#Isi

-

Onlyafewwillunderstandhowifeltandwhyi

feltthatway,hearingthatiwasconceived

throughrapehurtmetothecoretoanextent

thaticouldn'tstayinthathouseanymore



becauseifeltsuffocatedbyhis

presence..everyone'spresence,ihadtoget

awayandcomingtoSindy'shousewasmy

only,option..ThedooropenedandSindywalked

innwithatrayoffood.

Sindy:"Friend"ilookedat.herasshesatdown"i

wontforceyoutotalkbutiwillforceyoutoeat"

igiggledlightlythensatupasshehandedme

thetray.

me:"Eatwithme"shesatdownandwestarted

eating"HaveyouspokentoZweli?"sheshook

herhead.

Sindy::"No.itsover"

me:"goodforyoubabe"shelookedatme"im

notreadyyetlove"

Sindy:"iunderstand..uhm yourparentsare

downstairs"

me::"idon'twannaseethem..pleaseaskthem

toleave"



"Babywehavetotalk,please"thatwasmymom

me:"no,,pleaseineedtim.."

Dad:"atleastletmeexplainmybabypl..ilove

you"

me:"ohmaybeyou'rejustguilty..."

Dad:"Isi..."hesaidwithapainedvoice"my

an..Godthis,isnothappening"hewipedhis

tears"imadeamistake"
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#Isi

-

Dad:"i..iwasafool,anidiotthatwantedtoprove

apoint.ihadjustfinishedvarsitywhenit

happened,whenir..r..rapedyourmom"hehad

hiseyesclosedwhenhesaidthat"Onthenight



ididititookadecisionthatishouldrunaway

andidid"hecriedwhichhurtme"i..i..thought

goingawaywouldhelpbutitneverdid,hercries

hauntedmeeverydayofthewholefive

years,whenevericlosedmyeyesiwouldhear

hercr..crybegg..beggingmet.."

Mom:"Babepleasestop,iwillcontinue,iw.."

Dad:"Noit'sokay,itsfinei..itsmyfault,inever

wenthomeagainistayedherein,joburg

becauseiwasscared,becauseiwas

guilty,becauseihatedmyselfandicouldn'tface

yourmother"

Mom:"ifoundoutthatiwaspregnantwithyou

andmyparentswereattackingmesoitook

off,whenigothereinjoburgistayedinthe

streetspregnantuntilIgavebirth"icouldn't

holdthesobthatbrokethroughmymouth"i

namedyouIsiphobecauseibelievedandstill

believethatyouaremygift,westayedforfive

yearsinthestreetsuntilwerobbedLukewhich



helatercamebackwithyourfatherandthe

others,hetookusinandprovidedforus,wheni

foundoutitwashimwhomolestedhimiwas

furious.Hewantedtohandhimselftothepolice

butLwandasomehowstoppedhimwhichwas

agoodthingbecauseyouhadgottenattached

tohim,thenighthewantedtohandhimselfin

bothyouandPhiwocriedrefusingforanyofus

tofeedyouguysicalledLwandaandhe

broughtyourdadhome,youweresohappyto

seehim"

me:"mom..."

mom;"ididn'twanthiminjailbecauseof

you,youlovedhimsomuchmybabyand

Becausehehadapologisedtomeandihad

forgivenhim,helovesyou..pleasedon't

ha...Babe?"

me:"Dadareyoualright?"hefakedasmile

Dad:"I'mfinenana"hestarteddoingbreathing

exercises"I'mokaydon'tworry"helookedatme



thenwentonhisknees"Youwillneverbea

productofrapemyangel,youareourgiftIsipho

sethuthatwelovesomuch,I'msorrythati

rapedyourmom,i'msorryiputherthroughso

muchpain,i'msorryyoufoundoutlikethat,I'm

sorrythatyouareinpainbecauseofmeI'm

sorrythatmyactionsarehurtingyounow

i...I'm..i..."ipanickedasheclosedhiseyes

touchinghisleft'breast'

me:"daditsokay,iforgiveyouilovepleaseget

up..momhelphimupplease"

Mom:"Babe?"wehelpedhimsitonthebed.

Dad:"ineedtoliedownabit"

me:"Maybegotothehospital?"heshookhis

headclosinghiseyes.

.

Momentslaterhewokeupandlookedatme

firstthenhiseyesglitteredwithtears.

Dad:"I'msorrymyangel,ndixolele MaRhadebe"i



noddedpressingmylipstogether"iloveyoumy

princessiloveyousomuch"

me:"il..loveyoutooDaddy"

Dad:"comehere"

"KodwauyatefaLelethumarn"itwasuncle

Saider.

Dad:"Youcalledthemlove?"

Mom:"yes,iwasscaredtshini!"

Dad:"itwasjustapanicattackstandwasam"

Saider:"Thatshitisforweakpeople..higirls"

Sindyandigreetedback"Cometouncle"

Dad:"uyekeumntanamunoIminathiwakho"

Saider:"Rhaavoetsek"hegotmeoffdad's

embracethenhuggedme.

me:"Where'sImi?"

Saider:"Areyouokay?"inodded

me:"yeahiwillbefine,withbothmomanddad



bymyside"

Saider:"nabaniomnye?"igiggled

me:"nawe"hesmiled

Saider:"good,nowlistendonotlistentoanyone

whotellsyouotherwiseokay?youareourbaby

girlandweloveyousomuchokay?"inodded.

me:"andiloveyou"

Saider:"wipethosetearsnowandbeabeautiful

girlthatyouare"inodded"HaykeLubabalo

thyinibawo,wangumntananawengoku"dad

chuckledandwipedhistears.

Sindyandiwalkedoutofthebedroomholding

hands.

Sindy:"imnotsorryforwhathappenedbecause

wewouldntbehereandmaybei'dbewithouta

friendnow"webothgiggled"seriously

though,wecantchangethepastbutcan

definitelychangethepresentandchoosea

betterfuture,justlikeyourdaddid...youhave



amazingparentsIsi,parentswhoadore

you,cherishandappreciatethatandforgetthe

pastyoucantchangeandfocuson,thepresent

andfutureaheadofyou,,yeah?"ismiledthrough

mytearsandattackedherwithahug.

-

-

#Sindy

-

Twoweekspassedandihavemadepeacewith

movingonwithmylifewithoutZweliinit.He

triedcallingacoupleoftimesbutididn'tpick

upsohegaveup.iwasoncampuswithIsi

waitingforbhutiMdutocomepickusup,Aswe

slowlywalkedtowardstheparkinglot,two

coloredstoppedusandchattedwithus.

Him:"I'mTysonandyouare?"

"Noneofyourbusiness"thatwasBulelaniwith

hisdeepscratchyvoicebehindus.



Bulelani:"Fuckoff"thepoorguysrushedoff

"Stayawayfromthatrubbish"

me:"Why?"

Bulelani:"Sund'buza,comeletsgo"heledthe

waytothecar,imustadmitheiswellstructured

shame...andhandsometooohandSCARY!

Isi:"Kodwabhu..."

Bulelani::"ina" heshovedasweetonIsi'smouth

"uthethagqith"hethenopenedanotheroneand

ateit"yhoosorrybuyfuna?"

me:"Mxm"hestartedthecarchucklingand

droveout.

Bulelani:"mhhm" hesaidpoutinghislipswith

thesweetbetweenthemlookingatmeinthe

rearviewmirror.ljustignoredhim.
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-

#Sindy

-

IwassoannoyedbyBulelanibuthedidn'tcare

he'dlaughandsmileatme.Isiwasgiggling

nonstopwhichmademeevenangrier.

Isi:"areyoualrightfriend?"

me:"i'mfine"Bulelanidroppedmeofffirst.

me:"Byemngani"

Bulelani:"Byegrumpy"irolledmyeyesasIsi

giggledwavingherhand.Shehadgoneback

homethepeviousweek.

Isi:"i,willcallyou"inoddedandwalkedinside

theyardthentothehouse.

me:"Chris"hechokedonhisdrinkwithhiseyes

wideopened,ilaughedandsatnexttohim.

Dad:"I'mnotChristoyouAngela"igiggled.

me:"Yesdad...howwasyourday?"hepulledme



tohischestandkissedthetopofmyhead.

Dad:"Greatmybabyandyours?"

me:"itwasokaydad..whenisAustincoming

back"HewasgonetoUKforsomebusiness.

Dad:"Inafewdaysbaby"inoddedandstoodup.

me:"alrightimisshim"

"MissmenomorelittleoneI'mhere"i

screamedandrantohim.

me:"Austin!!"ithrewmyselfathimandhegladly

caughtmeandspanmearoundchuckling.

Austin:"Iseeiwasmissed,imissedyoutoolittle

sis"webrokethehug 

me:"Youlookgood,different" hechuckledand

sharedahugwithdad.

Dad:"Son"

Austin:"Father" 

me:"Sowherearemygifts?"theybothlookedat

meandlaughed 



Austin:"ineedtorest"

me:"hawuAustin"helaughedandtookhisbags.

Austin:"helpmewiththebags"hesaidwalking

upthestairs,ilookedatdadwhojustlaughed.

me:"letmegochange"

Dad:"andthebags?"

me:"Haangekekudlalwangamphelala"he

laughedhardasiwentuptomyroom.

-

-

#Isipho

-

Bulelani:"Umhle kodwalamntana" 

me:"ubanifirstborn?"icallhimfirstborn

becauseitswhatdadcallshim,hesaysBujais

hisfirstborn.

Bulelani:"uSindy"ilaughedclappingmyhands



once.

me:"ohdearGodno...youhaveacrushonher?"

hechuckledandfocusedontheroad

"Firstborn!!"

Bulelani:"uygqibileisweet?"ilaughed.

me:"mhhmiseeyou..iseeyou"hedroppedme

offandleft.

me:"Heypeeps"

Junior:"Heypers"welaughedasisatnexttomy

dad.

Dad:"Mykiss"ikissedhischeekthenmom's"so

myangelhowaboutwe..."

Junior:"soze!!sihambasonke"momanddad

laughedandlookedathim.

me:"Dadyouweresaying?"

Dad:"undivaleumlomoubhutiwakho...go

changepeepswearegoingout"Juniorand

Luvanoranupexcitedly.



me:"iwillgochange"

Dad:"urightnje"

me:"nondifunaunxibasomethingthatwillget

youumkhwenyana"

Dad:"HayiIsiphohaymarn!!"bothmomandi

laughedathim"Ndizobulalaumntukemna"

me:"awnadrama"

Dad:"ndirightchommy"welaughed.

mom:"letmefetchmylastborn"shestoodup

andwentupstairs.

Dad:"Masambe"hesaidgrabbingmyarmthen

weranoutlaughing"tshiiyazitheyleftalone

lastnightbutwedidn'tcomplain"igiggledas

hedroveout.

me:"Theydidn'teveninviteus"Dad'sphone

ranghechuckled.

Dad:"Mamakhe"

Mom:"uphatheisteakformeandtheboys"



Dad:"Okaystandwasam,anythingelse?"

mom:"umqamelonengubozikulindileecouchin"

ilaughedasmomhungup.

Dad:"Youarelaughing?"ishookmyhead

smiling"kuzosaninibawo" 

-

-

#Sindy

-

Ispentthewholeafternoonfittingmynew

clothes.

Dad:"Sweetheart youhavealreadyfittedthose

clothes"

me:"Don'tkillmyvibeplease" 

Austin:"Come,letsgo"weleftleavingdad

behindbecausehedidn'twannagocozhewas

'busy'wehaddinneratSpurtheniwenttoget

sometakeawayfordad.



"Wemeetagain"ilookedupitwasTyson

"gimmeyourtensiwillcallyou"

me:"noandbye"

Tyson:"prettyplease"igavehimandleft.

Austin:"Fishing foranewboyfie?"ilaughed.

me:"nohe'sjustaguyfromschool"

Austin:"I'msure"iignoredhimandgotinthecar.

Austin:"Itsnocrimethough #justSaying"

me:"shutup"wedrovehome

conversing,laughinghereandthere.

-

Thefollowingcoupleofdaysweregoodiwas

spendingmoretimewithIsiandwehadn'tseen

Tumieversincewhichwasgoodbecausei

hatedher,anywayTysonwouldjoinusevery

nowandthen.

Tyson:"Byeladies"

us:"Bye"heleftandanangryBulelanistepped



outofthecarandmarchedtous.

Bulelani:"Whatwasthat?didn'tisayyoushould

stayawayfromthatboy?"ijustignoredhimand

slowlywalkedtothecar,tobehonestiwasabit

scared.iheardhimclickhistonguethenthey

followedmeandweallgotinthecar.

Bulelani:"Maybe ishouldtellyourfatherabout

youandthatboy"

me:"pleasedo"hegavemeacoldstare.then

startedthecarandspedoff.

Wegothomeandtheygotinaswell.

Dad:"Bulls"

Bulelani:"I'mherebecauseofyour

daughter...she'shangingoutwithPetros'son"

Dad'sbodytensedupandlookedatme"Tyson

tobespecific"

Dad:"Fuck...uhm myangelineedyoutostay

awayfromthatboy"

me:"why?"



Dad:"iwilltellyousomeothertime,followme

Bulls"theyleft.

Me:"oh-kay"Isijustshruggedhershoulders

lookingconfusedaswell.
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#Bulelani

-

Lubah:"SonyoucantfallforSindyndoda,you

justcant"hesaidafterihavetoldhimaboutmy

feelingsforSindy,iknowI'molderthanherbut

agedoesn'tmatterright?

me:"Wellihaveandicantseemtocontrol

myselfaroundheranymoregrootman"he

huffedinfrustration.

Lubah:"ChriswouldneverallowthatBuja" 



me:"Why?"

Lubah:"umdalafondinplushejustmetSindy!"

me:"atleastshe's18andI'm..."helaughed.

Lubah:"33years"igroanedandgulpeddownthe

scotchihadinhand.

me:"ndithinikegrootman?"hesighed

Lubah:"andiyazi nyana...maybeyoushould

focusonRethabile"ishookmyheadand

pouredanothershot.

me:"No,andifuni udlalangayeGrootman

becauseidonotloveheranymoresostaying

withherwillnotonlywastehertimebutmine

aswell"hesmiled"iknowyou'reproud"he

chuckled.

"Goafterwhatyouwant,ifyou,believethatyou

andSindycanbetogetherisaygoforit"that

wasNdumisowalkinginsidethestudy.

Lubah:"Ndu...?"



Ndu:"Hayitshiyintoni?ayisosilwanemosuChris

plusiamspeakingfromexperience,Jongamna

noParorongoku"hepouredhimselfaglassof

scotchandsatdown"neverthoughtyouwerea

cowardBujayazianditkindapissesmeoffthat

you'resuchachicken"okaythattickedmeoff.

me:"Don'tcallmeachickenbro"

Ndu:"thenprovemewrong,getyourgirlndoda!

imgivingyouamonth"

me:"sure"hesmiledandtookasip.

Ndu:"Sohowareyouguys?"

Lubah:"Voetsek" helaughed"ungena

sewuthethaaphaugqibelangobulisa,where is

Pam?"

Ndu:"Downstairs,khathindihambefuthiimiss

her"wechuckled.

Lubah:"Wayityayonke"helaughedandlooked

atLubah.

Ndu:"neplasticyayo,ndidendibebhetelemna



wena!"welaughed.

Lubah:"yiobsessionmfethu"wewent

downstairsconversingandlaughing.

Me:"Pam"

Ndu:"Ngusisiwakhokelowo"

me:"eyobautshateumntanaayindifunita"

Ndu:"NdakudizakantiBulelani"Lubahlaughed

ashegreetedPamandNocawe.

me:"ithinkishouldbounce,checkyoulater

bras"ibidfarewelltotheladiesandleft.

iamBulelaniGibsona33yearoldmale,idon't

knowwhereiwasbornnorwhogavebirthto

me,ihaveayoungersisternamedKhwezisheis

29yearsoldandmyonlyfamily.idon't

remembermuchaboutourparentsbuti

remembersomeonesaying"Hlalaniaphaboy

ndiyabuyaugadeumntana"i.thinkitwasmy

mother,iwaitedbutshenevercameback,hours

turnedtodays,monthsandyears.Wewentfrom



sheltertoshelter,peoplewouldcomeandwant

totakeKhwezibutiwouldtakeherand

runaway.Wheniwas23imetLubahandhe

tookmein,trainedme,boughtmeahouseanda

carthenijoinedthegang.iamverygreatful

becausehecaredforbothmeandmysister,he

eventookhertoschoolandshe'snowmakinga

nameforherself.Lubahdoesn'tseemeashis

workerorhitman,whatever youmaycallmebut

hetreatsmelikehisfamily,hissonbecausehe

reprimandsmexandiphumaendlelenior

andivuthululeone,thoughitdoesn'thappen

oftenleyobethwainfactitlasthappened.when

iuseddrugs.

Retha:"Beenwaitingforyou"shesaidthatwhen

iwalkedin

me:"okay,sup"

Retha:"i..i..I'mleavingthecountry,gotacontract

fromL.aimgonnabealeadingchara..."

me:"congratulations,iwouldn'twannastandin



yourwaysoitscool"

Retha:"imnotgonnabebackforafullyearthen

iwillonlygetabreakbutyoucanvisi..."

me:"HayiRethasisiayizosebenzalewaywhen

you'remilesawayletsratherbreakup,gofor

thatspotandillbeokay"yepiusedthechance

andiwasn'tgonnabackdown,iwentupstairs

andtookacoldshowerthinkingaboutSindy.

-

-

#Zweli

-

ilookedatherpictureofhersleepingthatihad

asmywallpaperandkissed.

"Aahbakithiislimasakithibantu"theylaughed

walkinginsidemybedroom.

Sandile:"Vukawenamarn"

Mtho:"Stopmopingaroundandgogetyourgirl



marn"

me:"Shedoesn'twantmebafo"

Mtho:"usamfunawenaangithi?"inodded"Then

wakeupandgotoher,apologise,begandcryif

youhaveto"

Sandile:"Veleulokoutetemadoti"ichuckledand

stoodup"makethebedhawu"

me:"Besewenawenzani?"

Sandile:"Nxrhaafuseg"ichuckledasigotto

theensuitbathroom,itookaquickshowerand

lotioned.igotdressedintoanavyrippedskinny

jeansandadenimshirtwithJordansneakers.

-

iwasnowparkedoutsideChris'shouse..wella

bitfar,debatingwhethertocallSindyornotand

idecidedtocall.

Sindy:"Hello?"myheartskippedabeatasi

heardhersweetvoice.



me:"Hey...howareyou,areyouokay?"iasked

nervously.

Sindy:"imgoodandyou?"

me:"imokay..i..couldwetalk?"

sindy:"Sure"iclearedmythroat.

me:"welliwashopingyou'dcomeout,im

outsideyourhouse"

Sindy:"OhimsorrybutI'mnotathomeright

nowandweareg..."

"Timetogoshawty"amalevoicesaidatthe

back.

Sindy:"Gottagobye..stopc..."shehungupthe

calligroanedfrustratedandstartedmycarand

spedoff.

-

-

#Sindy

-



EversinceDadtoldmetostayawayfrom

Tysonididjustthatwithnoqueations

asked.Buthehadbeencallingandsending

texts.

Dad:"Usethisonebaby"hegavemeanother

phone,RightnowweweregoingtosisLindi's

partyatherhouse.

Richard:"Stopthiscar"...Daddidandhegotout

andstoppedinthemiddleoftheroadthena

blackGTIturnedandspedoff"Msunu

kanyoko,nxx"hegotinanddaddroveagain.

WhenwegottothevenuetheMenwenttohave

a'privatemeeting'thencameback.Theparty

startedandpeoplewerehavingfun.Theparty

washeldoutsidebecauseofthespaceplusthe

numberofpeople.

"Lookslikeyoubored,canikeepyoucompany?"

iignoredhim,itwasBulelani"Pleaseshawty"

me:"Mxm"hehandedmeaglass.ofjuice

"thankyou"



Bulelani:"abitofsmilewouldbeniceorareyou

eatingalemon"igiggledandlookedaway"and

shehasabeautifullaughtertoo"ilookedathim

andsmiled.

me:"Youcangonow"

Bulelani:"Nope! iwannastayhereandlookat

thosebeautifuleyes"iblushedandlookedaway.

"Haytshiiattention!yipartyyamleorniphume

nihambe"wealllaughed"Firstly,iloveyou,nonke

futhi"

us:"weloveyoutoo"

Lindi:"iknow"erhmmyhusbandandiare

celebr...."twogunshotswerefiredandina

secondiwasunderBulelani'sbody.

"No!no!no!Lindi?...Lindiwe?!...Lindiwe?!..No!!"

ThatwasuncleLux.

Richard:"MyekeLuxolo"hesaidwalking

towardsthemandwewereallup,mostofus

scaredtodeath.



Lux:"No,ha.aRichard,noplease"Hesaid

holdingherlifelessbodythathadabulletonthe

head,tearsblindedmyvisionasuncleLux

rockedherbackandforthkissingher.

Lux:"Lindi?!!"AuntyPriscillakneltnexttothem

andwrappedherarmsarounduncleLuxcryingi

couldn'thelpbutcry,Bulelanijustwrappedhis

armsaroundmeandletmecry.
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#NARRATED

-

PriscillaholdsontighttothecryingLux,they

bothcryholdingontheirdeaddaughterfor



sometime.Jerome (Lindi'shusband)steped

forwardandsquartedbeforethem,Luxkissed

hisdaughteronemoretimeandgentlyputher

lifelessbodydown.Jeromebendedandkissed

hiswife'slipsthentookoffherweddingband

andkissedherlefthand. 

Jerome:"Iloveyou"hestoodupcryingand

turnedtowalkawaybuthecouldn'tbecauseof

Richardwhoblockedhiswaythenpulledhim

forahugwhichledhimintocryinghislungsout.

Jerome:"Whyher?"hekeptonaskingthesame

questionoverandoveragain.

-

BulelanigentlypulledSindyoffhischestand

wipedhertearswithhisthumbsthenkissedher

forehead.

Bulelani:"Ihavetogonana"hedidn'twaitfor

Sindy'sresponseherushedoutsidetheyard

lookingangryandscary.



Richard:"uyaphi?Hey!Bulelani?"Bulelanigotin

hiscarandspedoff.Princesscameoutwitha

whitesheetandcoveredLindiwithit,rightafter

Luxclosedhereyespermanently. 

Ndu:"Olwethu?"shefakedasmile

Princess:"ndiright..shouldIcallthepeoplefrom

themorgue?"

Jerome:"They're ontheirway"Thepeoplefrom

themorguearrivedfollowedbythepolice.

Lux:"Nibiziwe?" heaskedthetwoofficerswho

werebehindthepeoplefromthemorgue. 

Officer1:"W...."

Richard:"Ithinkit'sbestifyouleavegentlemen"

Officer:"But...."

Richard:"Now"Thepolicelookedatthefamily

thenleftwithalotquestions.AssoonasLindi's

bodyleftthefamilygotinsidethehouseand

prayed.Themenofthefamilymetoutsidethe

house.



Lux:"Whocouldthisbe?"heaskedstaringinto

space.

Chris:"Petros"Theyalllookedathim"Hisson

TysonhasbeenfollowingSindyaroundtryingto

getherattentionbu.."

Lux:"Soit'syourdaughter'sfaulthuh?"

Chris:"Excuseme?" 

Lux:"it'syourdaughter'sfaultthatmyLindiis

dead?!!"heyelledstaringatChriswhojust

huffedandshookhishead.

Chris:"GetyoursisterAustinweareleaving"

Mce:"LuxIthinkyouareoverreactingbrul"

Lux:"ShutupMce...You"HepointedatSindy

andchargedtowardsherthenroughlygrabbed

hernecksqueezingit.Chrislostitandgrabbed

Luxbythecollarofhist-shirtandturnedhim

thenpunchedhimhard.

Austin:"Comelet'sgo"hepulledthecrying

Sindygentlybyherarm.



Richard:"Gentlemenplease...let'sallcalmd..."

Chris:"Here...wearedone"hehandedoverthe

watchandthebraceletthatrepresentthe

DRAGONSthentookoffthearmbandaswell

andthrewthematLux.

Mkhuls:"Chriscomeon"

Chris:"Justsoyouknow,IlovedLindilikeshe

wasmyownchild"hesaidwithapainedvoice

thenwalkedawayleavingLuxfilledwithregrets.

AstheystoodthereinsilenceBulelaniparked

hiscarandgotoff.

Lubah:"TF?areyoualright?"henodded

Buja:"ndigrandgrootman,nguTysonobulele

uLindiwe"

Lux:"Whereishenow?"

Buja:"Somewhere safe...ubethunyiweuba

azoqalaimpibuthe'mistakenly'shotLindi"

Lux:"Takemetohim.



.Iwannafeelthatboy'slastheartbeathereon

myhands"hesaidcoldlyBujaledthewayand

theyfollowedhim.

-

TheyfoundTysontiedonachairwithaswollen

face.

Lux:"aknifeplease"

Anga:"Iwillbeoutside"

Lubanzi:"metoo"theywalkedout.

Anga:"She'sgone...mylittlesisterisgone

Lubanzi"hesaidassoonastheysteppedout

buryinghisfaceonhishands,Lubanzijustgot

closerandhavehimaconsolinghug.

**Meanwhile**

-

LuxgottheknifeandstabbedTysonintheeye.

L.D:"JesusChrist"hethenuntiedhimand

startedkickinghimandpunchinghimthenlaid



himdownandrippedhist-shirt. 

Tyson:"nopleaseimsorry"hesaodashesaw

theknifebeingheldhighbyLux.Hedidn'tcare

insteadhestabbedhimthenmovedtheknife

around,openinghimupandrippedhisheartoff

thencuthisfingersandputtheminsomebag.

Lux:"DeliverthistoPetros..today"Bujanodded

andtookthebagandwalkedoutleavingthem

burningTyson'sbody

-

-

#Austin

-

Sindycrieduntilwegothomethenleftusinthe

loungegoingtoherroom

Dad:"Nxx"hesaidgulpingdownashotand

pouredanotherone.



me:"He'sjusthurting"hechuckledbitterly.

Dad:"That'snoexcuse!!!"heyelled"thatsno

excudeforhimtochokemybabyAustin,Iwill

beupstairs"Isighrdashemarchedonthe

stairs. 

-

Twohourslatertheunclesandtheguydwalked

in.

Lux:"whereis..."

Sindy:"Austindidy...."shestopedandhereyes

welledupwithtearsasshesawuncleLux.

Lux:"Sindy...my Godsweetheartimsosorry"he

saidlookingather.bruisedneck.
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#Sindy



-

ItriedtalkingbutIcouldn'tmylipsstarted

tremblingastearsgushedoutmyeyesockets.I

tookastepbackassoonasIsawuncleLux

comingtowardsme.

Lux:"I'mnotgonnahurtyousweetheart..please

ju..juststopokay..dontmove"asItookanother

stepbackwardshetooktwolongstradsand

grabbedmebymyarmandhuggedme.

Lux:"I'msorry...I'msosorry"Ijustcriedhard"I'm

sorrysweetheart..I'm sosorry"Icontinued

cryingtheneventuallyhuggedhimback.

"Sind...whatthehelldoyouwantnow?tryingto

killheraga..."

Lux:"Hayvoetsekmnqndwakho"theothers

chuckled"I'msorrystandwasamuyezwa?"

Mce:"Yizwa!!!syakhulumamanje"They

chuckled,uncleLuxgentlepulledbackand

kissedmyforeheadthengentlyliftedmychin.



Lux:"Letmetakeyoutothedoctor"Inoddedas

hewipedmytearsthenliftedhist-shirt"blow"

me:"huh?"hesmiledfaintly

Lux:"Finyamntanandini"Igiggledwipingasnort

"izahaibo"Iblowedthenhetookmebymyarm

andheadedtothedoor"singalandelwa" theyall

spokeatoncecausinguncleLuxtochuckle. 

Wedroveinsilenceforsometime. 

Lux:"Sindy?"IsighednervouslyIwasstillabit

scaredofhim.

me:"Uncle?" 

Lux:"I..I'msorrysweetheart...Ishouldn'thave

reactedlikethat..sweetheartI'mnotlikethat..at

all,I..Ijust....losingLindi...Idon'tknow.WhatI'm

tryingtosayisthatIhaveneverdonewhatIdid

toyou,ndixolelemntanam..Iknowyou'rescared

ofmerightnowbutwewillworkonthat...do

youforgiveme?"Inodded

me:"y..yesIforgiveyou..andI'msorryforyour



loss"hefakedasmiledbutIcouldtellhewas

hurteventhoughhetriedhidingit."Cryinghelps

uncle"heshookhishead

Lux:"indodaaykhalibaby"hesniffedandblinked

acoupleoftimesasheparkedthecar.Wegot

offandwentinsidetheprivatesurgery.

Lux:"Ineedyouto..."hestartedshakinglooking

atthescreenasthejournalistreadthenews"a

tragicdeathtotheDamanefamily.ititsaidthat

DoctorLindiweDamanewasshotdeathI..."

me:"UncleLux?"hebreathedinandout.

Doc:"MrDamane?.....switchthatthingoff!!"he

saidtothenursesandtheyswitcheditoff.

Lux:"CallyourfatherSindy"Itookmyphoneas

thedoctorassistedhimtothechair.Dad's

phonerangunansweredIcAlledAustin.

Austin:"Hey..areyoual..."

me:"I'mfine...it'suncleLux,Idon'tknowwhat's

wrongwithhim..hesaid...".



Austin:"WhatdoyoumeanSindy?whereishe?" 

me:"Thedoctortookhim..he'sexamininghim"

Mce:"Wewillbethereshortly"hehungupthenI

walkedovertouncleLuxwhowasnowonthe

smallbedlyingonit.

Lux:"YekwedinindithendirightmarnVoetsek!"

Doc:"Butsir...." 

Lux:"Yhemarn..haymarnsies!!"Igiggled

shakingmyhead.

Doc:"Siryoumighthavehadapanicattack.it

happenswhenyoureinshock"

Lux:"I'mfine..checkthosebruisesonherneck

uyekanenam"thedoctorsurrenderedndcame

tomethengavemeanointmentand

painkillers. 

-

JustasweheadoutDad'scarparkednextto

uncleLux's.



Lux:"HestillcaresIsee"DadanduncleMce

steppedandcametowardsus.

Dad:"Areyoualright?"

Us:"Yes"

Dad:"Whathappenedtoyou?"

Lux:"Idon'tknow"Dadlookedathim"I'mfine"

Dad:"Keys"uncleLuxhandedthemoverthenwe

wenttothecar.

Mce:"Luxolo?"uncleLuxlookedathim"You're

notalone"

Lux:"Iknow"hepathisshoulderthenwentto

Dad'scarthenwegotuncleLux'sanddroveoff.

Dad:"ohFuckno..no!!"

Lux:"Hitthebrakes!!!"Dadshookhishead

"Fuck!!!Sindycome" 

Dad:"Whatareyougoingtodo?"

Lux:"I'lljumpoffwithherthenyouwillfollow" 



Dad:"NoLux!No!!"

Lux:"Doyouwantustodieinthiscaryoufool?

becausethat'swhatwillhappenifwsdont

jump"

Dad:"fine..here breakthewindow"Iwasquietall

thetime.uncleLuxusedtheobjectandhitthe

windowsandopenedthecarfromtheoutside.

Lux:"Comesweetheart..holdontometight

okay"

Dad:"Jumpwehavelessthanaminute"assoon

asdadsaidthatuncleLuxjumpedandthelasy

thingIrememberwaswhenmyheadhitdown

andhearingacrack.

-

-

#NARRATED

-

ChrisjumpedoffacoupleofsecondsafterLux



thensecondslaterthecarbombedupandburnt

intoashes.McestoppedthecarnexttoSindy

andLux.

Mce:"She'sbleedingLux!"hesaidpickingSindy

upjustasheputherinthecarbulletshotswere

firedluckilyforhimnoneofthebulletshithim,

hewentdownandputhishandbehindhiswaist

buttherewasnogun.

Mce:"Dammit!!"Luxtossedhimhisgun

becausehecouldn'tshootashewas

injured.JustasMcewasabouttoattackChris'

carspedoffwithSindyinit.

-

-

#Zweli

-

MaybeIshouldjustgiveup.ImeanIhavebeen

tryingtocallherbutshedoesn'tanswer.Maybe

she'smovedonIshouldjustmoveontoo.



-

Wehittheclubwithmybrothers...well they

draggedmetoit.Wewerehavingsomuchfun

withsomebitchesuntilthemusicwasstopped.

Lubah:"Ningagoduka"welookedathim

confusedhiseyeswerebloodshotred"DidI

stutter?"Twoofhisfriendswalkedin"Nitsjo

ubanifunauphumangembumbulu...godukani!"

peoplestartedleaving.

Guy:"uh...sorry foryourlossskhulu"

Lubah:"Dankie"IwasconfusedIwalkedout

withmybrothers.

Mtho:"Mjita!"

Guy:"Yizo?"

Mtho:"Whatdidyoumeaninthere?"

Guy:"Lutho..bengiduduzanjeumjitakubhode

isisterlakhe"hethenleft.

Girl:"Babylet'sgo"



me:"ayawkahlewenafuseg"Iwasstulltryingto

digestwhatthatguysaid.

Sandile:"LindiweDamaneMkhizediesafter

beingshotinhercelebratorypartyather

house...readitongooglebras"Iwasbeyondthe

wordshocked.

Mtho:"Maybethat'swhySindyisnottakingyour

calls"Inodded.
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ChrisgroanedashestoodupwalkingtoMce

andLux..Hisheartbeatacceleratedashesaw

themfrustratedandMcemakingcalls.

Chris:"Where'smychild?where'smydaughter

Lux?"Luxsighedandlookedathim.

Lux:"Theytookher..wewillfindher"Threecars



pullednexttothemandtheygotinand

left.WhentheygottoChris'placethehousewas

fulloftheKINGS'members.

L.D:"WTFhappenedtoyou?"

Austin:"WhereisSindy?"hisfatherkeptquiet

andsatdown.

Mce:"Theytookher"

Mdu:"Tookher?...KIDNAPPED?!!"

Mce:"Yes"Mduclenchedhisjawsandstoodup

goingtothebalcony,heneededtobreathand

calmhisnervesdown.

L.D:"Thisisgettingoutofhand,peoplehave

lostrespectforus...andyouoldmen"hegulped

downhisshotandlookedaroundLubahsighed

andclosedhiseyes.

Lubah:"Maybeit'stimewegotbackinthegame

fulltime"Theyhavenotbeeninthegamefor

quitesometime.

Richard:"WhatnonsenseisthisIhearaboutyou



beinghijacked?!kutheniwaskewaweaknje

Luxolo?"hesaidgettinginsidethehouse.

Lux:"I'mnotweakmarnandstopinsultingme

wehaveachildtolookfor"

Richard:"Lookfor?utheniwathiwalookfor?"

Lux:"Theytookher...afterwesawabomband

brakestemperedIjumpedofthecarwith

her..justasweputherinthecarwegotshotat

andhidnexttothecarthensomeonegotinand

leftwithher"Richardlookedatallthemen

insidetheroomwhomlookedlostnotknowing

whattodonext.

Richard:"Yhenina?!"theyalllookedathim"YHE

MARN!HEYINITHENINIZINYELE?!LISTEN

HEREANDLISTENGOOD,THESEPEOPLE

KILLEDLINDIANDNOWTHEYHAVESINDY,

WHONEEDSUS!!SHENEEDSUSTOFIGHT

FORHER..NOTMOPINGAROUNDLIKE

HOMELESSBITCHES...WAKEUP!!!"forthefirst

timetheysawhimserious..angryashell.



Mdu:"Iagreewithyoutaima!"hesaidwitha

scratchyvoice.

Richard:"WearegoingtoavengeLindi...and

fightforthatscaredlittlegirlnindivile?"

Them:"Yes"

Richard:"Luxolo Damane?"helookedup"You're

nothere...thisisnotyou,you'reweaknow

becausetheLuxoloIknowwouldbeoutthere

woundedornottorturingandavengingwhoever

killedhislittleLindi..whathappenedtoyou?"

Lux:"I'mhere"

RichArd:"noyou'renot...youareweakand

soft...isitPriscillawhoturnedyouintoasof..."

Lux:"STOP!stopitokay?I'mstillthesame"

Mkhuls:"ohplease"Luxstoodupandgulped

downhisdrink.

Lux:"Luyanda?"

Luyanda:"uncleLux?"



Lux:"Fixme"Luyandanoddedandwalkedout

thencamebackwithhismedicalkitandstarted

withLuxthenwenttoChris.

Lux:"Triggertakefourguyswithyouandgoto

Mamelodi...IwantPetros'wifeandkidsatthe

warehouseinanhour"

Mdu:"Suretaima"Luxtookouthisphoneand

calledPrincess.

Princess:"Dad?"

Lux:"BabyIneedyoutodosomethingforme"

Princess:"anything"

Lux:"PetrosdeWet...wipehimclean"

Princess:"Done!"

Lux:"Everywhere baby...don'tleaveacent.

.yeah?"

Princess:"sure" hehungupandsatdown.

Richard:"nowlookatyousocuteandincharge"

Luxchuckled.



Lux:"KudalandakbonaubauyandfunaSamkelo"

Richardlaughedsodidtheothers.

Richard:"ewebaby..haveyouseenyourarse"

Lux:"RhaVoetsek"theylaughedLux'phonerang.

Lux:"Baby?"

Princess:"I..uhm...Ifoundsomething"

Lux:"okay...yintoni?"

Princess:"AnamountofR10millionrandwas

transferredtoOlwamMadikizela'saccountand

a..."

Lux:"Whatdidyoujustsay?"hewasalreadyon

hisfeetlookingscarywithhiseyeswandering

around.

Princess:"I'mnotdonedadpleaseletmefinish"

Lux:"goahead"

Princess:"R25millionrandtoSmangele

KhumaloandR25millionrandtoMichelle

McCarthy"



Lux:"interesting..uhmcamyousendmeacopy

ofthatplease"

Princess:"alright..uhmwhatisPTDC?"Lux's

eyeswidened. 

Lux:"uhmIdon'tknowwhy?"

Princess:"Iknowuyandiqhathabutitsfine

anywayitdepositedR5BillionI..."

Lux:"Ohfuckno..uhmsweetheartsendmethat

copyokay..gottagoIloveyou"hehungup

"PTDCdepositedmoneyonPetros'

account..calltheboysandsendSindy'pictures

forthemtostayalertinalltheairports"

Chris:"sothisfuckerwantstosellmybabyinto

prostitution?"hesaidputtingthephoneonhis

ear.

Afterendlessphonecallstheyfinallysatdown

andanotificationcamethroughonLux'sphone.

Lux:"Yourlaptopplease"Austinwenttotakeit

andhandedittoLux. 



Lux:"Here"hehandedoverthelaptoptoChris

aftercheckingtheemail. 

Chris:"WTF?whywouldhep..unlessohshit!!

holyFuck!sotheysoldher"

Lux:"LwandaMadikizela"Lwandalookedup.

Lwanda:"taima?" Luxhuffed.

Lux:"Whereisyourwife?"

Lwanda:"honestlyIdon'tknow..uOlwamis

hardlyhomethesedays"

Lux:"ndizombulala"hesaidwithastraightface

keepinghiseyesonLwandawhoswallowed

hard.

Lwanda:"W..why?"

Lux:"uzovakuyeanddonoteventry

ukumbalekisa" 

-

-

#Bulelani



-

"Helpme"Ikepthearingthatvoiceasthey

spoke.Itooknykeysandwalkedout.

"Bulelani"Iignoredhimandgottomycarand

left.

-

#Sindy

-

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedaround.

Sma:"You'refinallyawake"

me:"Dad..whereismydad?"shelaughed

Sma:"youwillneverseehimagain"Iswallowed

hardandtriedshakingmyheadbutithurtso

bad"BythewaywelcometoMozambique"

me:"OhGodhelpme"shelaughed"helpme

please"shegiggledandthedooropenedatall

whitemanwalkedinwithauntMichellewho

gavemeanastystarethenfollowedbytwo



ladies.

Man:"Now...letthegamebegin"hedialledon

hisphone.

Dad:"Hello?"

Man:"Christophermyfriend..Ihavesomejewel

withme...precioustoyouofcourse"

Dad:"Iknow..ohbythewayIhopeyougot

Tyson'sheartandlittlefingers"theman

clenchedhisjaws.

me:"Dad" 

Dad:"Iwillfindyoubabyokay?"Inodded.

Man:"Haveapeacefulfuneral"

Dad:"wedefinitelywill..rembertosleepwithone

eyeopenyousonofabitch!"hehungup.
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-

#Zweli

-

AcoupleofdayspassedandIhavebeentrying

tocallSindybutwithnoanswerbutIhadleft

dozenofmessagesonherphone.Iwasatthe

officehavinglunchwithNhlanhla. 

Nhlanhla:"StopstressingSindywillbe

okay...shewillcallyouwhenshe'sready"I

sighedandleanedbackonthechair.

me:"IjustfeellikeI'mlosingher..wehave

driftedapartinsuchashortperiodoftime" 

Nhlanhla:"andit'stotallyuptoyoutoreconnect

andclosethatgap" 

me:"Iknow"asweweretalkingthedooropened

Tumiwalkedinfollowedbymyassistant. 

Nhlanhla:"manje?"sheaskedlookingbetween

TumiandI.



me:"ThankyouBetty"sheleft"ufunaniwena?"

Tumi:"Bab..."

me:"Eyfusegdonotbabyme..justanswerthe

damnquestion..ngitheufunani?"sheswallowed

lookingembarrassedbutIcouldn'tcareless.

Tumi:"I..IcametoseeyouZw..."

Me:"yousawme..nowleave"

Tumi:"B..."

me:"ngitheFuseg!!"shequicklyturnedand

walkedout.

Nhlanhla:"Bitch!"sheclickedhertongueandate

herfoodasItookoutmyphonecallingSindy.

me:"Mybabyit'sme..again,Ihavebeentryingto

callyoubutIcan'treachyou,lookbabyIknow

you'regoingthroughatoughtimebutI'm

sorry..Ineedyou,Iloveyoustandwasami..and

ngyaxolisaforhurtingyou...callme

okay..ngyakthandaMaKhumalo"Ihungupand

heardgiggleIlookedatNhlanhla. 



Nhlanhla:"Whoknew"Ichuckled.

MylunchbreakendedandNhlanhlaleftmeto

continuewithmywork...whichIdid.

whenIknockedoffIdrovetoMdu's

place..takingmychancesofcourse.BecauseI

knewthathehatedmeatthatmomentandI

didntblamehim.JustasIwasabouttobuzz

threecarsdroveoutandstoppedthentwoguys

gotoutandcametome.

Guy1:"sure..ufunan?"

Khwezi:"it'sokayletmetalktohim"shesaid

gettingoutofthecarcomingtome.

Me:"Khwezi"

Khwezi:"HeyZweli..uhmlookI'mheadingtothe

Damanesbutthereissomethingyoushould

know"

me:"oh?"shebreathedoutloud

Khwezi:"Sindy...she'skidnApped"Ichuckled.



me:"Angzwanga?" sheswallowedhard"you're

serious?whendidthathappen?whotookher?"

sheshookherheadandwipedhertears..

Khwezi:"Ihavetogo..Iwillcallyou"sheleftme

stillshocked.Igatheredmyselfaroundand

drovehome.ArrivingathomeIfoundmylittle

brotheraloneinthelounge.

me:"nodisturbance..I'llbeinthestudy"Isaid

walkingpasthimwithmyheartbreakinginto

pieces..Ibangedthedoorandwipedmytears

"Fuck"Igroanedandpouredmyselfaglassof

whiskyandsatdowndrinkingandthinking

aboutmybaby..whatcouldbehappeningtoher

rightnow.

me:"Godno..she'sbeenthroughsomuch

already"Igulpeddownthedrinkandlookedat

herphoto.

-

-



#Bulelani

-

IkeptondrivingasIheardthethevoice.Idont

knowwhereIwasgoingbutiwaslooking

aroungtoanythingthatmyleadmeintofinding

Sindy.Myinstinctanddrivingtookmeto

Mozambique..myphonekeptonringingbutI

didn'tansweritbecausewhoeveritwas...was

goingtodistractmewhichwassomethingI

didn'tneedatthatmoment.JustasIpassed

theboardergatealadyshotmytyrewhich

mademestopandgotoutofthecarwithmy

gun.readytokill.

Her:"Wait..uhmIhavebeenwaitingherefor

daysnow..comeletsgowedonthavetime"

me:"Yhewethu"

Her:"Iknowyou'reoneoftheKINGS...looking

forPetros...ndingu SnayeVika..sisterka

Namhla"shesaidpullingmetohercar"getin

please"Idid.



me:"ifyouarepl..."

Snaye:"Relax..I'mhelpinghere...bythewayI'm

Petros'fianceeorsoIthought"shespoke

driving

me:"enkosingondazisanontombi"shegiggled

shakingherhead"howdidyouknowimpartof

th..."

Snaye:"Dresscode,crowntattooandmy

cousinsarepartofLeaders..LwandilenoSiya"I

noddedassheparkednexttosoneshady

building.

-

-

#Austin

-

Saturdaymorningwewereallgatheredaround

andreadyforLindi'sfuneral..andnomysister

wasn'tfoundyetandthatdidntsitwellwithme.



Mdu:"I..uhmI'msorrybutIcannotbepartofthe

funeral"

Lux:"It'sfine..youwillleadtheguys"henodded

andwalkedout.

-

AfteraverysaddayofLindi'sfuneralwe

headedtoLindi'shousejustafterputtingherin

herrestingplace.

Lux:"it'sbeenasadday...averysaddayuhm..I

knowthiswillsoundinsensitivetosomebutwe

havetogo...weneedtofindSindy"

Jerome:"it'salright..I..understandperfectly..I

wishIcouldgohelpbutI'memotionallydrained

so..."

Lux:"it'sunderstandableson..wehaveto..."

Chris'phonebeepedandhetookitout.

Dad:"What?"helookedatthephoneandhis

handstartedshaking"Petrosplease..notmy

baby..notmyangelmanplease!"uncleLux



quicklygrabbedthephoneandlookedatit..

Petros:"aahhIseeyou'reallgathered

around..connect metoabiggerscreensothat

youcanseemeetearthislittlepussyapart"

Lux:"No" 

Petros:"Doit!!"uncleLuxclenchedhisjawsand

connectedtohislaptopthenputtonthe

table.WeallgaspedaswesawSindylyingthere

spreadedandtiedlikeadognaked,herprivate

partsexposedforeveryonetosee.Pamstood

upandranoutcrying.

Ndu:"Parorowait!"hesaidrunningafter

her.Petrostookoffhisclothesandstartrd

jerkinghisdicksmirkingatus.

Petros:"Youmove..Ikillher"Icouldn'thold

myselfanymoreIbowedmyheaddownand

cried.Justashekneltonthebedclosertomy

sisteragunshotmadeusallstandonour

feet.AladyappearedfollowedbyBulelaniwho

wasbleedingonhisarm.Theyuntiedher.Buja



tookoffhist-shirtanddressedupSindythen

heldherinhisarms.

Bulelani:"Go"

Sindy:"Nopleaselet'sgotogetherplease"he

cuppedherface

Bulelani:"Iwillfindyouinthecarshortlyokay...I

promise"SindyshookherheadhuggingBuja

"Nanayou'resafenow..mthathe"theladytook

SindyandwLkedoutwithher.

Buja:"Getup"HegrabbedPetrossndheldhim

"GoodthingIonlyhurtyourshoulder..masiye

mfanam"hepushedhimoutpointingagunat

him.
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WewaitedanxiouslyoutsideforBulelanito

comeout.Theladytriedgettingmetothecar

butIrefuse..Ididn'ttrustheratall.Bulelani

finallycameoutwiththatdisgustingman.

Bulelani:"Getinthecarnana"hesaidpolitely.

me:"You'recomingtoo?"henoddedwithhis

eyesfocusedonthatman.

Bulelani:"yeahjustgimmeasecondokay?"I

nodded.

me:"ButIwillwaithere"henoddedandpushed

themantothebackofthecarthenopenedthe

trunkandshovedhiminandclosedthencame

towardsme.JustashegotcloserIlookedat

himthenblinkedlettingthetearsfall.

Bulelani:"Hey,hey...it'sokay.You'resafenow"he

saidembracingmewithawarmhug"shhdont

crybabyyou'resafe"hesaidkissingthetopof

myheadrepeatedly.Minuteslaterhescooped



meupandgotatthebackofthecarwithme.

Bulelani:"drive"theladydidn'tprotestshe

startedthecarandspedoff....

"Sindy!wakeupnana"Ijumpedopeningmy

eyes"it'sokay..don'tbescared"

me:"Ican't..Ikeepseeinghimw..wantingto.."

Bulelani:"Shh"heheldmetightagainthentook

outhisphone.

Bulelani:"Grootmanit'sme...yeahbutithink

ndizabanengxakikwiboardergate...three,

MichellenoSmangele...moja"hehungupand

lookedatthelady.

Her:"and?"

Bulelani:"Wewillbesafe..soyoucangoon"

Her:"shouldn'tyoutakeoutthatbullet"he

chuckledwithhisscratchyvoice.

Bulelani:"WhenwegettoS.A."shenoddedand

focusedontheroad.



Lady:"ndinguSnayenanawakhe"

Bulelani:"NguSindy"shenoddedandcontinued

driving.

Snaye:"Dammit!!"

Bulelani:"GodownSindy"Ididn'tprotestIwent

onmykneesclosingbothmyearsasIheard

gunshots. 

MinuteslatertheshotsdieddownandIheard

BulelanigroaningIlookedathimhehad

anotherwoundonhisshoulder.

me:"ohGod"hefakedasmile. 

Bulelani:"relax I'mfine"Igotupandsatonthe

seat."itdidn'tgothroughnanait'sjusta

scratch"Inoddedhepulledmetohischestand

kissedthetopofmyhead.

-

Rightafterpassingthebordergatewedrovefor

about5kilometresthenaboutsevenblackcars

wereparkedbytheroad.



Bulelani:"Stopnexttothosecars"Snayenodded

andparked.

-

-
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-

WhenSnayestoppedthecarChriscame

runningtothecarandopenedthedoor.

Chris:"Myangel"Sindythrewherselfathimand

criedloudly.

Sindy:"Daddy!"aloudsobcameoutofher

mouth.

Chris:"I'msorry"heputherdownandkissedher

forehead"You'resafemybaby"Sindynodded

withherheadonChris'chest.

Snaye:"Needhelp?"

me:"nahI'mgood"ChrisshiftedwithSindy

makingawayforme.



Chris:"Thankyouson..thAnkyousomuchI..i

don'tknoww..."hesighedandsqueezedSindy

oncemore..kissingherforeheadagain.

Lubah:"Son"hepatmybackgently.

me:"Grootman"hesmiled. 

Lubah:"izangapha" 

Richard:"imawoah...iphilampahla?"Ichuckled

me:"isebootin"henoddedandwenttoopenthe

boot.

Richard:"My..my..my!Bujayoudidwell

son..ayompahlaziimpahla"

Mce:"mmhmtanqa"Lubahlaughed..ifollowed

himtoanothercar.

Luyanda:"Ntanga"Inoddedashetookhus

equipmentandtookoutthebulletandstitched

methenputonabandageandthatarmsling.

me:"HayLuyandayintoningoku?"helookedat

meconfused.."this shitisforgirls"helaughed



shakinghishead.

Luyanda:"Brayourarmneedst...".

me:"Ntangathisisnotmyfirstbulletwoundand

peobablynotthelast.andizoyfakaleway"

Luyanda:"ndoyisiwe"Austincametothecar.

Austin:"Bra"Inodded.

Me:"sure"

Austin:"SindysaidIshouldcheckifyou'reokay"

Inodded.

me:"yeah..I'mfine..tellherI'mfine"henodded

butdidn'tmove"areyouokay?"

Austin:"yeah.uhmIjustwannathankyoufor

savingmysister"

me:"Sure..butyoudon'thavetothankme"he

noddedandfistbumpedmethenleft.

RichardandMcetookMichelle,SmaandPetros

toothercarsthenweallleft.

LubahdroveustoLindi'splaceandeveryone



wasstillthere.

Isi:"Dad.whereisSindy?issh..ohGodSindy"

Sindytriedsmilingbutfailedastearsgushed

outofhereyesockets"I'msorry"shesaid

pullingbackfromthehug.

Sindy:"c..canIgoliedown?"

Chris:"Letmetuckyouin"Sindytriedrefusing

"Pleasemyangel"shenoddedandthey

left.Nocawecamewithatray.

Nocawe:"Here"

me:,uh..noolediI'mfine...I'mnothungry"

Nocawe:"noityatoto"mybodyfrozeandI

quicklylookeduptoherfacebutshequickly

turned.

me:"Nocawe?"shestoppedbutdidn'tturn"Why

didyoucallmethat?"

Nocawe:"n..no...y..yiyeke...u..ungandihoyi" I

huffedandlookedatheraashewLkedaway.



Richard:"Weshouldgetgoing"

Lux:"AreweleavingChris?"

Chris:"Notachance"hesaidcomingdownthe

stairs"Bulls..checkonmybabygirlplease"

Ndu:"Livumil'icamagu"hesangcausingLubah

tolaughoutloudwhileIjustchuckled.They

gatheredaroundandleft...leavinguswithabout

eightwelltrainedguystolookafterus...andI

couldn'tgotothewarehousebecauseofmy

injuredarm.

AnywayIwentupstairsandfoundtheroom

Sindywasin.

me:"canIcomein?"shenoddedwipingher

tears.Igotinandwentuptoher.

Me:"nana?"shejustcried."Don'tcrynanathe

worstisover...youaresafe"

Sindy:"I...I.m.I.knowimjustscared..Ikeep

seeinghim..seehimwhenIclosemyeyes"I

didn'tsayanythingIjustpulledhertomyarms.



Me:"You'resafenana."shecriedhuggingme

tight.

-

ShortIknow...willcontinuesomeothertime..I'm

drowsy.

[03/08,17:42]Ron:***HisQueen***

-

insert36

-

#Bulelani

-

Iwatchedherasshesleptpeacefullyontopof

thatbed,Isighedandslowlystoodup.JustasI

openedthedoorleavinghershespoke. 

Sindy:"Dontgoplease..don'tleavemealone"I

closedthedoorandreturnedbacktoher.

me:"andhereIthoughtyouweresleeping"she

sighedandsatupasItookoffmyboots



climbingtobed.

Sindy:"it..it's hard..I..I..Ikeepseeinghim..a..and

thinkingwhatwouldhavehappenedtomeif..if

youhadn'tarrivedI.."

me:"shhhit'sover...it'sallovernow"shenodded

repeatedlyasIplacedherheadontopofmy

chestgentlybrushingherback.

Sindy:"thankyou"Ikissedherforeheadand

nodded"i..uhm..Ineedthebathroom"Ilether

go,shestoodupandslowlywalked

away...halfwaythroughtheroomshestumbled

andheldherheadwincinginpain.

me:"Sindy?areyouok..woah"Iquicklywentup

toherasshelandedonthefloor"Sindy?nana?!

shit!"Iquicklypickedherupandlefttheroom

withherinmyarms.

WhenIgotdownstairsPriscillasawmefirst.

Priscilla:"What happened?!" 

me:"Idon'tknow..shejustfellonherwaytothe



bathroom"

Priscilla:"Let'stakehertothehospital..wewill

callChrisontheway"Inoddedhurryingout.

me:"Drivetothehospital"Isaidtooneofthe

guyswhowereguardingus..hedidn'twaste

timewetookthemwithustothehospital.

me:"GimmeagunMthunzi"helookedatme

andpassedmethegun"godownoledi"Priscilla

hadSindy'sheadonherlap,shebowedher

headdownasIopenedthewindowandaimed

atthetyresofthemaroonJeepthatwastrying

toovertakeourcars,thenshotthewindscreen

withthedriver.

Zulu:"Yiyekebra"IsatbackandwatchedZulu

bombingthecar. 

me:"You'resafenow"shenoddedandliftedher

headupandsighed"Thejoysofmarryinga

gangster"shesmackedmeheadIlaughed. 

WegottothehospitalandSindywasquickly



attendedto.

Princess:"HaveyouguyscalleduncleChris?" 

Priscilla:"call himBulelani"

me:"Hayingoba?"theygiggled

Priscilla:"becauseIsayso"Ibowedandtook

outmyphone..

-

-

#NARRATED

-

AstheDRAGONSandTHEKINGSwalkedinthe

warehousetheguardspouredcoldwateronthe

threesomeandtheywokeupimmediately. 

Mce:"AkekhoumfoekuthwanguPetrosphana

ebhayibhileni?(isn'tthereapersonnamed

Petrosinthebible?)"Richardchuckled.

Richard:"ukhona"



Saider:"ndaziuMichellemna"hisfather

laughed. 

Mkhuls:"Petros! Petros!unditshutshiselantoni?"

theylaughed.

Lux:"Bloodyheathen!kuthiwaSawule

Mkhuseli!"

Mkhuls:"iyafana wethuoksalayongabantube

bhaybhile"Luxchuckledshakinghishead.

WhileChrisstaredatthosethreechanging

glancesfromonetoanother. 

Michelle:"Chris Ekis..."

Chris:"Jammer?jyisjammer?"heaskedslowly

makinghiswaytothemastheyweretiedsitted

onthefloor.

Richard:"Chris..."Chriskickedhissisterhardon

herface.

Chris:"untieher"theboysuntiedher"Why?"he

askedaftershewasuntied.



Michelle:"Ekwasjaloers,bang...ekweetnie!!!"

hepuchedherhardandgrabbedherbyherhair

thethrewheracrosstheroomthenrushedto

herandchokedhermakingherstandup.

Chris:"Shutup!!!Jymaakgeraas!!"

Michelle:"Ekis..."heslappedherandpunched

herlettingherfallthenstartedkickingher

countlesstimes. 

Chris:"Water!"oneoftheguysbroughta10L

buckedfilledwithwater.Chrispoureditonhis

sisterwhogaspedandopenedherswolleneyes.

Michelle:"P..p..ple..a..se"Chrischuckled. 

Chris:"notnowMich..notnowlittlesister"he

lookedatherindisgust"youwon'tdiesoeasy"

Michellecriedsilentlyregrettingher

decisions.Chris madehiswaytoSmangelewho

shiveredjusttohisstare.

Chris:"untieher"theboysuntiedherandshe

tookastepbackbuthequicklygrabbedherby



herarmtwistingit..shescreamedChris

punchedherhard.

Chris:"Youdon'tdeservetolive

Smangele..you'reevil!!" 

Sma:"Chr..."

Chris:"anaxe"

Lux:"ohwshit!"theyhandedhimtheaxe.

Sma:"Wh...Chris please"herpleafellintodeaf

earsbecauseChrishitherhardonhershoulder

thenonherheadthenpacedupanddownnext

toher.

Chris:"Yourchild?yourownfleshand

blood..HOWSICKAREYOU?!"heaskedlooking

atthebleedingSmangele.hechuckledand

closedhiseyesthenthepictureofhisAngela

layingonthatbedwithherlegsspreadapart

withherprivatepartexposed.Heopenedhis

eyesandstartedattackingSmangelewiththe

axe,hekeptonhittingoverandoveragain. 



Mkhuls:"Stophim"hesaidtoLuxwhosighed

andwentovertoChristouchinghisshoulder.

HequicklyturnedthenLuxtooktheaxe.

Lux:"She'sdead"Mcegavehimabottleofhis

favouritescotch.

Mce:"calmdown..stillhavealongwaytogo"

Chrisnoddedandsatonthechairgulpingthe

scotch.

Mkhuls:"Tshiniinyilelentwana"aroarof

laughterfromtheguysfilledtheroom.Just

thenasmellfilledtheirnostrils.

Them:"Sies!!!"Chris'phonerangAustin

answered 

Austin:"Buja?"

Buja:"uhmsure...it'sSindy..shecollapsedwe

areatthehispital"

Austin:"....."

Buja:"Austin?areyoustillthere?"Austin

absentmindendlynodded.



Austin:"uhm..yeah..i...i'lltelldadandthe

others" 

Buja:"moja..ube grand"hehung.Austincleared

histhroatandlookedaroundthenwentoverto

Lubah.

Austin:"Sindyisatthehospital..pleaseinform

them"Lubahnoddedpattinghisback.

Lubah:"EVERYONE!"theylookedathim,he

sighed"uhmSindyis..hospitalized"Chris

quicklystoodup.

Chris:"What?!whath..."

Austin:"Shecollapsed"Chrisrushedout.

Lux:"HambanayeMcebisi"Mcenoddedand

walkedoutfollowedbyAustin,Mduand

Lubanzi. 

-

-

#Sindy



-

IwokeupinshospitalbedIlookedaroundand

foundDadstandingbythewindow..Iclearedmy

throatheturnedandsmiledfaintlythenmade

hiswaytome.

Dad:"Hey"hekissedmyforehead.

me:"hidad"hesmiledwithtearsinhiseyes

"What'swrong?"

Dad:"Nothingmyangel..areyouinpain?" 

Me:"Justaheadache"

Dad:"ok..uhmletmecalkthedoctor"heleft

thencamebackwiththedoctor.

Doc:"MsMcCarthyhowareyou?"Ijustsmiled

notcorrectingherthatIwasaKhumalo.

me:"otherthantheheadache..I'mokay"

Doc:"Abouttheheadache...Inoticedthatyou

hadhityourheadhardbutluckilythereisno

swellingbutI'mafraidyoumighthavea



migrainebutwearenotsureasyet..wewillrun

afewtestthentakeitfromthere..fornowIwill

giveyousomethingtotakedownthepain

okay?"

me:"Okay"shesmiledandleft."Kantiumuntu

akadli?"Dadlaughedandopenedthelocker

takingoutyoghurt.

Dad:"Letmefeedyouthisfirst"Ifrowned.

me:"I'mnotakiddadIwantrealfood"he

chuckledandtookouthisphoneandtexted.

Dad:"Iloveyou"Ismiled 

me:"Iloveyou"hesmiledandkissedthebackof

myhand.

Dad:"EventhoughIfailedyou?"

me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"hesighed.

Dad:"Ifailedtoprotectyoufromthat......."

me:"Itwasbeyondyourcontroldad"hesighed

andburiedhisfaceonhishands.



Dad:"I'msorrymyangel"helookedatmewith

tearsinhiseyesIjustsmiledthensqueezedhis

hand.
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"AwusaleleMsgrumpy"IgiggledlightlyasI

openedmyeyeslookingathim.

me:"Hey"hesmiled"andhesmiled"hequickly

changedpretendingortryingtomakeastraight

faceIjustgiggledoncemoreashisbottomlip

curved.

Bulelani:"You'remakingmeweak"

me:"You'reweakjustthatyouwantp..."

Bulelani:"Yhemntanandini"Ismiled"howare



youfeeling?"

me:"better..thankyouandyou?"

Bulelani:"andme?"

me:"Yes..yourarm?"hemadeaface.

Bulelani:"I'mgood..thisisnothingshawty"I

nodded"ohyourdadsaidIshouldfeedyou"

me:"Icanfeedmyselfthankyouverymuch"he

shookhisheadtakingthefood.

Bulelani:"Openup...yahamb'train...ch.."Ilaughed

shakingmyhead.

me:"areyoubeingforrealrightnow?"he

chuckled. 

Bulelani:"sorry"hefedmeuntilIwasfullthen

startedtellingmestorieswhichhadme

laughingmylungsout.anursewalkedin.

nurse:"siryouhavetoleave..thepatientneeds

torestnow"

Bulelani:"10moreminutesplease"



Nurse:"tenminutesnotasecondmore"

Bulelani:"suremntana!"shesmiledandwalked

out.Mymoodchangedinthatinstant. 

me:"You'regonnaleavemeherealone?"he

scratchedhisheadandsighed.

Bulelani:"y..uhmnanathereareguardsoutside

yourdoor"Ijustnoddedandturnedtolookon

theotherside"DontbelikethisSindyplease"

me:"CanIrestplease?"Iheardhimsighthen

walkedout.

"Sweety"Iquicklywipedmytearsandlookedat

hisdirection.

me:"Dad"hecamecloserandkissesmy

foreheadbeforesittingonthechairnexttomy

bed.

Dad:"Areyouokay?"Inodded.

me:"I'mjustscaredofbeingalonehere..whatif..

"



Dad:"Hey,nothingwillhappenmyangel,you're

safe"

Austin:"Yeahtoomuchsafe"hesaidwalkingin

followedbyBulelaniandtheothers.

TheystayedwithmeuntilIfellasleep.WhenI

wokeupthefollowingdayIfoundBulelani

standingbythewindowsippingonacoffeestill

inyesterday'sclothes,Iclearedmythroatand

hequicklyturnedandlookedatme.

me:"Shouldn'tyouberesting?"

Bulelani:"Hello toyoutooSindy"Isighed"Iwill

restonceyou'reoutofhere"

me:'andwhenwillthatbe?"

Bulelani:"NextweekFriday"Iwidenedmyeyes

lookingathimhechuckledandsatdown.

Bulelani:"ndiyadlala..today"Inoddedandtried

standingup"letmehelpyou"hetookmetothe

bathroomandwaitedoutside,Ididmybusiness

thenwalkedout.Heunexpectedlyscoopedme



upthenmarchedtothebedwithme.

me:"thankyou"

Bulelani:"pleasure"

Hestayedwithmeforawhilethenstoodup 

Bulelani:"Yourfatherisprobablyontheway..let

medothisbeforehearrives"Ilookedathim

quizzicallyhedidn'ttalkinsteadhesatonthe

bedthenleanedinandkissedmylips,Ididnt

kisshbackatfirstduetoshockbutashe

gentlybitmylipIfoundmyselfkissinghim

back.Wekissedforsometimethenpulledback.

me:"I...i..uhmwow"hesmiledbroadlyrevealing

hisperfectwhiteteeth.

Bulelani:"uhm..SindyI..."thedooropened"We

willtalkokay?"hewhisperedIjustnodded

lookingdown.

Dad:"Heybaby"Everyonewalkedinandstood

nexttomybed.

Richard:"HowareyouSindybaby?"



me:"I'mbetteruncleRichardthankyou" 

Richard:"Areyoualrightthough?" 

me:"Iwillbe"

Richard:"that's mygirl..Didn'tyouhave

nightmaresmhlaymbi?Imeanwiththisone

ecankwakhothewholenight"Igiggledlooking

atBulelaniwhowasslightlysmilingatme.

me:"Nonotatall..Iactuallysleptwell" 

Ndumiso:"mhhhhm"wealllookedathim

"amnandilamanzi..nehBuja?"

Lux:"kuzafuneka a-admitweuNdumiso"we

laughed.Thenursewalkedinwithmyfood.My

fatherfed

dmethenhelpedmechangedintosweatpants

andavestwithslippers.Theysignedthe

dischargingformsthenweleft.

-

-



#Zweli

-

IwassupperexcitedaboutthenewsKhwezi

sharedwithmeaboutmybabybeingokay.She

alsotoldmethatshewasbeingdischarged

fromthehospitalbutwhatbrokemyheartwas

thatthedoctorssaidshehasmigraine.

Sandile:"KodwaJehovasenzeni?"heaskedasI

jumpedontopofhisbed.

me:"uSindybamtholile..she'sokay"

Sandile:"Wow..manjeusuzoyekaukutetema"I

smackedhisheadandranout"Fusegwenanja

ngimdalakunawe"IheardhimyellasIwalked

downthestairs.

me:"Sanibonani..takethedayoffd'mamzoIwill

managehere"shelookedatmethentouched

myforehead.

Maid:"ukahlemnumzana?"Ilaughed.

me:"Yeboyes...ngirightkabimina"shenodded



slowly,givingealookthenleft.

-

-
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-

"ararepiece,arareartandarare

Queen..motheroftwonations,she'sworththe

fightbutitwillbedifficultbetweentwonations

aswebothclaimourQueen.butthemost

difficultonewillbebetweenyouandtheother

King..Asazinyanaukubawhowillbevictorious

intheendclaimingherasHISQUEEN"Iwoke

upsweatingfromthedream.

me:"Fuck"IcursedgoingtothebathroomI

washedmyfacethensighedconfusedbythe

dream.

-

LaterthatdayIwenttocheckonSindywhomI

foundplayingcardswithherfatherandAustin.



me:"Afternoon"

Chris:"Howdidyougetinagain?"

me:"Iopenedthegateanddrovein"Sindy

giggledwhileAustinlaughedsilently.Chris

squintedhiseyes.

Chris:"Buja"Ilaughed.

me:"Yougavemetheremotewhenyouneeded

lamaterial"

Chris:"ohja"Ijoinedinand.partneredwith

Austin.

Aswewereplayingandconversinghereand

theresomeonebuzzedthenoneofthehelpers

attendedtoit.

Chris:"Leavemyhouseboy!"Iquicklyturned

andfoundZwelistandingbythedoorlookingat

Sindywhowasalsolookingbackathim.

me:"it'syourturnshawty"Isaidtryingtomake

herbreaktheeyecontactwithZweli.



Sindy:"uh.

uhmyeah"shesmiledlookingatthecards.

Zweli:"sirIkn..."

Chris:"ISAIDLEAVE!Ishouldbebreakingyour

bonesforhurtingmychildbutI'mnot..leavemy

house!now!!"henoddedandputtheflowerson

thetablethenleft..

Austin:"You'reokaySindy?"shenodded

-

LateronSindywenttobedhuggingallofus.

yesmeincludedthenleft.Ihadanightcapthen

drovehome.AsIgotthereIgotansmssayingi

shouldbeonlineonSkype..whenIdidIfound

Rethabilesmilingatme.

me:"Yhohayngekemntuwabantu"Ihungup

andwenttobed.
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SeeingZwelimademerealisehowImissed

him..Butthenhebrokemyheartbysleeping

withsomeoneIoncecalledafriend.He

betrayedmeandIdidn'tevenknowukuthiIcan

lookpastthat.IwashappythatIsawhimbutI

wasalsostillverymuchangryathim.

ThefollowingmorningIwaswokenupbymy

ringingphone.

me:"mhm"Iansweredwithmyeyesstillclosed.

Bulelani:"morningnana"

me:"hmmmorning"Ididn'thearwhathesaid

becauseIwasstilldrowsy..verymuchsobutI

jumpedupwhenIheardhimsay"Kuyatsha

nana"Ijumpedandsatup.



me:"What?!"helaughed"damnyouBulelani"he

laughedharder.

Bulelani:"askies..areyouupnow?listenIwas

thinkingmaybewecouldgoout"

me:"uhm..goout?"

Bulelani:"yeaharound11there'saplaceI'dlike

totakeyouto..andrelaxitwon'tmesswithyour

healthandhealing"

me:"alright...whattime?"

Bulelani:"Twohoursfromnow"

me:"letmegetreadythen"hehungupasIwoke

upandwenttotakeashowerbeforeheading

downstairs.

me:"morningma"Igreetedthehelpandsat

down.

Her:"sawubonamntanami..I'llgogetyourfood"

Inoddedasshewenttothekitchen,shecame

backwithmyfoodandIdugin.



Bulelanicametopickmeupandtookmeto

someplacearoundSoweto.Wegotinsidewhat

lookedlikeanoldyardandwentbehindthetwo

roomedflatandtomysurprisetherewasanice

picnicset-uptherewitheverythinginorder. 

me:"wow"hesmiledaswebothsatdown"but

whyhere?wecouldhavehadapicnicinthe

park"

Bulelani:"Iwantedittobehere..thisisavery

specialplaceforme.Iwilltellyouaboutitone

day"Inodded.

Wespentalmostthewholedaythere

conversingandlaughingthendrovebackhome

around16:00.

me:"Ihadfuntodaythankyou"henoddedthen

tuenedandlookedatmestraightintheeye.

Bulelani:"Ihadfuntoo..hopefullywewilldo

plentyofthat"

me:"Hopefully"Isaidkeepinganeyecontact,as



secondspassedIfeltliketherewasaagnet

pullingustogether.Ourlipstouchedandwe

kissedforthelongesttimebeforebreakingthe

kiss.

Bulelani:"DamnIcouldkissyouthewholeday"I

giggledshylylookingdown"awusemhle"

me:"thankyou"heliftedychinandpeckedmy

lips.

Bulelani:"check youlater"Inodded. 

me:"bye"hepoutedhislipsIgiggledand

openedthedoor.

Bulelani:"Haysisi"Ilaughedsilentlyandwaved

myhandathim,hesquintedhiseyeswithhis

bottomlipbetweenhisteethsmiling.Iturned

andwalkedawayaswewereacoupleof

housesawayfromhome.IscreamedasIfelt

someonescoopingmeup,helaughedashe

returnedtohiscar.

me:"putmedown!"Isaidslightlygigglinghe



shookhisheadandgotinsidetjecarwithme.

Bulelani:"Mykiss"Igiggledandgavehimasoft

peck..heshookhisheadsmilingnefoebringing

meclosertohimandkissedmehard"Now

that'saproperkisskenana"hethenstartedhis

caranddroverclosertomyhousewithme

sittingonhislap.

me:"bye"

Bulelani:"Iwillcallyou"Inoddedandgotoffthe

carandwalkedinsidethehouse.

-

-

#Isipho

-

WewereatuncleL.D'shouseasafamily..about

tohavedinnerbutwewerewaitingforLilitha's

boyfriendashewasinvitedover.

Richard:"ibingenosfumanaendlelenile



laaiti..nokosilambilemabethuna"granddad

laughed.

Lux:"uyarhala"hemumbledsomethingbefore

saying"mxxm".

ThedoorbellrangandLiliquicklyattendedto

it.Ajgotinandtheysharedahug.

L.D:"HEYVOETSEK"theyquicklyandwalked

towardsus.

Richard:"lingamla"thereweregigglesaround

thetable.

Aj:"Helloeveryone"wegreetedback.

L.D:"nameandsurname"

Aj:"AntonioJuniorDormiq..."uncleL.Dquickly

stoodupandpointedatthedoor.

L.D:"OUT"dadanduncleSaiderwerealreadyon

theirfeet.

Lilitha:"Dad"tearswerealreadyfillingupher

eyes.



Aj:"It'sokbabe"hekissedherforehead"illcall

you"heturnedandwalkedaway.

Lilitha:"Whydoyouhatemesomuchtata?"her

voicewaspainedandlow.

Okuhle:"yourfat..."

Lilitha:"SHUTUPIMNOTTALKINGTOYOU!"

sheturnedandlookedatherfather"Ihateyour

wife..infactIhateyouaswell"everyonegasped

"isitbecauseofmymother?doyouhateme

becauseIamLumka'sdaughter?Eversince

yourwifecameintoourlivesandgaveyou

otherkidsIdidntmattertoyou"

L.D:"That'snottr..."

Lilitha:"it'strueandyouknowit!!Youdon'tcare

aboutmeanymore!!youspendyourtimewith

yourfamilyexceptforme,ifyoudon'tshipme

toboardingschollyousendmetograndmaand

throwmoneyatme..butthem...y..you..yougive

themyou...yourlove...i..itriedtalkingbutyou

neverlistenedinsteadyoutoldyourwifethatim



whining!howiswantingmyfather'slove

whining?whyareyouhurtingmelikethis

dad..why?"

Dad:"Lwandile?" hesaidwipinghistears.

Lilitha:"Youcamelateonmygraduationday

becauseyourwifehadsomecravings..I..i. .I

wassohurttata..Istillam..butyouknow

what..I'mdone"shewipedhertearsandran

upstairswithuncleL.Dcallingouthername

followingher.

Richard:"Lwandilemyekendoda...lethercalm

downfirst.

Thando:"Itoldyou"

L.D:"ThisisnotthetimeforyourItoldyouso"

Buchule:"Kantikethisistheperfecttimeforit..

dabawowenzarightutataumamelaumama

gqithnowmysistercouldbehatingme

becauseofyoutwo..ndakucelatatatogoand

attentthegraduationandasktheguardsor



driverstogetwhatmomwanted

awamamela..kunjaningoku?"hegotupand

wentupstairsleavinghisfatherintears.

Mkhuls:"ungumsunukodwaLwandilemarn"he

clickedhistongueangdrankaglassofwater.

Luyanda:"erhIhatetodothisbutimneededat

thehospital"

Mkhuls:"Goson"hegotupandleft.

Iminathi:"Areyouokay?"

me:"no..Ifeellikewefailedheryouknow"she

blinkedrepeatedly.

Iminathi:"Wedid..she'sbrokenIsi"Iwipedmy

tears.

me:"maybeweshouldgocheckonher"she

noddedandwebothstoodupandwwent

upstairs,halfwaythroughthestairsthedorrvell

rangrepeatedlyearningourattention.Thenthe

doorswungopenthenAjgotinrunning. 

Aj:"Whereisshe?Lilly?!Lilly?!"



me:"Ajwhatswrong?"

Aj:"Takemetoherplease" 

Richard:"Yheymlungu"

Imi:"thisway"heliterallyranpullingus.We

foundBuchulesittedinfontofLilitha'sbedroom

begginghertoopenup.Theeldersappeared

andcametowardsus.

Olothando:"uthinimlungwana"Olothandois

Saider'sson.

Aj:"Shesentmethis"Dadgrabbedthephone

andlistenedtotheaudio. 

Dad:"Dammit!wehavetobreakthedoor"they

startedkickingthedooranditfinallyopened

thenweallrushedin.

L.D:"Lilithano!"herushedtoherandslightly

slappedherbegginghertowakeup.Icalledan

bulanceandtheparamedicadvicedustpdoa

cprsolongandSindywastheonedoing

becauseIcouldn't.



[03/08,17:44]Ron:***HisQueen***

-

insert39

-

#Isipho

-

Wewerenowatthehospitalwaitingimpatiently

forthedoctors.

L.D:"What'stakingthemsolong?"

Lonwabo:"Singangxolelwaplease"uncleL.D

staredatuncleLonwabowhostaredrightback

athim"thisisyourfaultmfowethu..your

ignoranceandnegligence"

Mkhuls:"Kwanele Lonwabomarn!!"

Lonwabo:"NxxifthatgirldiesLwandileit'son

you..Iknowyouhavemanydeathsinyour

handsbutlet'sseeitwillfeelknowingyouhave

yourdaughter'sdeathandbloodimyourhands"



uncleL.Djustcried"yeahlilanjandini"

Mce:"LONWABO!!"

Dad:"Jalilanjandini"theychuckledandsatnext

touncleL.D.

Saider:"Thisisnotimetobeweakndoda"

uncleLuyandawalkedtowardsuswithanother

doctorwhobrieflytoldusaboutLilly's

condition. 

L.D:"canweseeher?"

Doc:"onlyfamilyplease"

Richard:"haikeleadthewaydoc..lonto

umhleee!"welaughedasthedoctorgiggled

walkinginfrontofusbutstoppedassoonas

shesawthatwewereallfollowingher.

Mce:"isthereaproblem?"

Doc:"IthoughtIsaidfamily"

Saider:"Andweareallfamilydoc"

Doc:"oh..uhmI'mafraidyoucannotallgoin



there"grandpaRichardgentlypushedheraside.

Richard:"Khameaphabeauty"wegiggled

walkinginsideLilly'swardandfoundher

sleepingpeacefully.uncleL.Dwalkedtowards

herandkissedherforeheadthensatonthe

chairholdingherhand. 

L.D:"I'msorry"

Olothando:"haikengokuumalumewasewangu

skhalo"welaughedincludinguncleL.D

Thando:"Sandiso pleasereprimandyourson"

Saider:"akekhowrongnjebaby"

Olothando:"sure chap"theyfistbumped.

Saider:"suremjita"westayedforafewminutes

beforethedoctorcameandchasedusout.My

grandfatherrequestedthatwegobacktouncle

L.D'shouseforameetingaboutwhathappened

andsomethingelse.

L.D:"Ican'tgowithyouguysI'mstaying

here..youcangoandfillmeupngomso"



Richard:"No.themeetingwillbeheldtomorrow

afternoonandwewillallbethere..sivenemos?"

everyone:"yes"

-

-

#Sindy

-

Iwasinmybedroomgettingreadyforbed

whenmyphonerang.

me:"Hello?"

Zweli:"Mybaby"myheartskippedabeatasI

heardhisvoice"areyoustilltherebaby?"

me:"yeah..uhmhi"

Zweli:"yougood?Imissyou.uhmsorryareyou

okay?"

me:"I'mgood...whataboutyou?"

Zweli:"I'mokay..justmissingyou"



me:"oh"

Zweli:"andyou?don'tyoumissme?"I

swallowedhard..tobehonestImissedhimtoo

especiallyafterhearinghisvoice.

me:"I..Ido"

Zweli:"ngyaxolisaMaKhumalo..it's myfaultthat

wearehere"

me:"YouhurtmeZweli"

Zweli:"I'msosorrymybaby..IknowIdon't

deserveyourforgivenessbutpleaseIneed

you..ImessedupIknowkodwacouldyougive

meanotherchance?"

me:"Idon'tkno..."

Zweli:"meetupwithmeatleast..ngiyacela

sthandwasamilet'smeetsizokhulumakahle

please"Ihuffed

me:"okaywhen?"

Zweli:"tomorrow afternoonbaby"



me:"okay..you'llcomepickmeup?"

Zweli:"ngiyabongababy..goonight" Igiggledat

theexcitementIheardinhisvoice"yini?"

me:"Yourexcitementamusesme"hechuckled

Zweli:"Iamexcitedphelait'sbeenawhilesince

Ilastsawyou..missedyourbeautifuleyes"I

blushedashisvoicechanged"sleepbabyI'll

seeyoutomorrow...Iloveyoumybaby"

me:"seeyoutomorrow"

Zweli:"soangisathandwamanje"

me:"awlalemkhulu"helaughedoutloud.

Zweli:"GodImissedyou"

me:"Iknow...byenow"Iheardhimchuckle

beforehangingup.

JustasIclosedmyeyesmyphonerang.

me:"hello?"

Bulelani:"sorry towakeyouup...justneededto

hearyourvoice"



me:"it'sokay..areyoualright?"hesounded

down.

Bulelani:"Imokaynana..lalaevah?"

me:"Bulelani?"wewilltalktomorrownowclose

youreyes"Idid"chos-chosngantsomi"Igiggled.

me:"Arey...."

Bulelani:"Shh"hestartedtellingmethestory..I

musthavefallenasleepbecauseIwokeupthe

followingdayandtookashowerthengot

dressedbeforeheadingdownstairs.

me:"Morning"

Dad:"Morningmyangel..lookfromnowonIwill

betheonegivingyouyourmedication"

me:"wh..."

Dad:"caseclosed,eatyourbreakfastweare

leavingin15minutes"Inoddedandstarted

eatingthenIdrankymedicationandweleft

-



Whenwegottothehospitaleveryonewas

alreadythereinsideLilly'sprivatewardandshe

wasawakejuststaringintospace.

Dad:"Morning"theygreetedback"howisshe?"

Lux:"She'sazombie...doesn'ttalknoreven

blink..she'sbeenlikethateversincewegot

hereandItriedgettingintoherbutifailed"he

saiddefeatedlookingatLilly.

JustthenthedooropenedandAjwalkedinwith

acoloredguy.

Guy:"Morning"andfromhidvoiceIcouldtelhe

wasgay"I'mLawrenceJamesLilly'stherapist"

hesaidwalkingtowardsherandsatattheedge

ofthebed.

L.D:"sorrynutherdoctorhasntsaidanything

abouttherapists"

Law:"Idon'tneedtheirpermissiontosee

her..Lillyhasbeenmypatientfortwoyears

now"



Family:"What?"heignoredusandlookedatLilly.

Law:"Lilly?sweetyitsmeLaw...Ineedyouto

closeyoureyesforme...Lilly?"hecalledout

softly. 

Lilitha:"Mhum?"

Law:"closeyoureyes...please"shedid"Breathin

andout"theystartedwiththeirsessionandby

thetimeitendedLillywascryingherlungsout

onLawrence'schestwithhimrockingherback

andforth.Hethenaskedustoexcusethemand

L.Dtostaybehind.

Bulelani:"izapha"hesaidwalkingawayIstood

upandfollowedhim.

Bulelani:"Missyou"Ididntevengetachanceto

talkehekissedmethenpulledback"CanItake

yououtlater?"

me:"uh..uhm..I..." 

Dad:"Whereisthischildnow?"

me:"Ihavetogo"hepeckedmylipsthenletme



go"Iwalkedtowhereeveryonewasexceptfor

theoldmen.

-

-

#ONWABA

-

Commander:"Youcomehighlyrecomended

fromallovertheworldandImustsayIam

impressedwiththeworkyouhavedoneatyour

age"

Us:"Thankyou..welookforwardworkingwith

you"hechuckled

Minister:"andIwastoldyouareweirdtoo"we

laughedandstoodupshakinghandswithhim.

Commander:"Theseareyourfileswith

everythingyouneed"wetookthefilesand

walkedout.

Me:"Mymymy!THEKINGSANDTHE



DRAGONS!"Sonwabochuckledandlookedat

mesmiling.

Sonwabo:"tinetonailthemtwinnie"Inodded

smiling.IamOnwabaMadikizelabornandbred

aroundtheworld.Weare22yearsoldand

workingforthePTRI.Wearetwo...meandmy

twinbrother.PTRIisaprivatepolixeforce

workingonunresolvedheavycases..dealing

withganglordsandgangringsaroundthe

world.wearemorelikeagentsifyouask

workingaspairs..Iworkwithmytwinonly

becausewecommunicateeasilysometimeswe

dontneedtotalkvocallywecommunicatewith

ourhearts.wejoinedtheforcewhenwewere16

helpinghereandthere.Wehaveanolder

brotherBulumkohe's25yearsandamother

whoislyingatthehospitalfightingcancer.she

toldusthatouefathersnamewasLwanda

Madikizelafromthiscpubtrybutwearenot

hereforhimnowbutthemightyKINGSAND

DRAGONS



-

-

#Sindy

-

Sittedintheloungeandnoonehassaid

anything. 

Richard:"Nocawe haibo!"

Nocawe:"B..b...Bulelani"helookedupather

holdingKhwezi'shand"B..bantwanabam"

Saider:"IYOOHmkmzokhendive"Bulelaniwas

alreadyonhisfeetstaringatNocawe.

Bulelani:"thyinilomfazi...uthiktheni?"

Khwezi:"WhoisthisBulelani?"

Nocawe:"imyourmotherKhwe..."

Bulelani:"SHUTTHEFUCKUP!!!"heroared...his

earsweredandhisnoseaswell.Khweziwalked

outcryingfollowedbybhutiMduthenBulelani

followed.bhutNdumisogavemehiscarkeys.



Saider:"HeethathasundayuneSecretsoxtana"

IheardhimsayasIwalkedoutlookingfor

Bulelani.
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-

#Lilitha

-

AfterthefamilyleftIwasleftwithmydadand

mytherapist. 

Law:"nunu"Isighedandpulledbackfromthe

hug.

me:"Lauw"hesmiledandbrushedmyhand

gentlybeforetakingmyfather'shand.

Dad:"Ha.amfethu"LawrencelaughedandI

smiledfaintly. 

Law:"ohrelaxhandsomeIhaveahusband..even



thoughIwouldn'tmindapieceofyou"

Dad:"mxxm"Lawrencelaughedandtookhis

handputtingitonmine.

Lawrence:"Yourrelationshipisbroken..too

muchifyouaskmebutitcanbefixable,Mryou

havefailedtodoyourjobasafathertoyour

childandthatledhertodepressionand..and

drugs"

Dad:"Drugs?"heaskedwithhiseyesonmebutI

lookedaway"ohmntanam"hesaidsoftly

squeezingmyhand.

Lawrence:"Itwasonlyacoupleoftimesand

fortunatelystoppedandgothelp..maybeI

shouldgiveyouspacetotalk...I'llbeoutside

nunu.Ineedtocallattheoffice"Inoddedashe

gentlypulledmyrightcheekwalkingout.

Dad:"MaLili"

me:"tata"Iwasstilllookingaway.

Dad:"pleaselookatmestandwasam"Ishook



myheadasIfelttearsburningmyeyes"please

Bhelekazi"Ilookedathimforafewseconds

thenlookeddown"I'msorry"hegotcloserand

helpbothmyhandsnesisinedrip.

me:"Ineededyou"that'sallImanagedtosayas

thetearsfreelyfellonmycheeks.

Dad:"Iknow..I'msorryIwasn'ttherebaby..I'mso

sorry,IknowIwasignorantandneglectedyou

butcanImakeitright?canIbethefatherI

oncewastoyou?"

me:"Youcan't"

Dad:"IcanandIwillbabyj..justletmein..Iknow

it'smyfaultthatweareherebut

ndiyacela..gimmeachance"

me:"IwanttobutI..."

Dad:"Don'tbescared!IpromiseIwillneverhurt

youagain,I'llneverevenforasingledayignore

youandneglectyou..ithurtsmethatittook

almostlosingyoufornetorealisehowmuchof



abadfatherIhavebeentoyou,myignorance

andnegligencealmostcostmeyourlife,I'm

hurtandangryatmyselfthatIdon'tkmow

importantthingsaboutyou..you'rebroken

becauseofmeandyou'reherengenxayam

Lilitha..whatkindofafatheramI?I..."he

roughlybrushedhisfacethenwipedhistears

beforejoiningourhandstogether"Ialmostlost

youmntanamngenxayobamuncubutI'mhere

myLillyaskingforyourforgiveness..I'msorry

mntanam"Inoddedheattackedmewithabone

crushinghugandIheldontohimtight.

Dad:"Iloveyou"

me:"Iloveyoutoodaddy"hegentlysqueezed

methenpulledbackandkissedmyforehead

wipingmytears.

Dad:"amafinyela"Islightlygiggledashepecked

mylipsandhuggedmetightonemoretime.

Dad:"ndixolelwe?"Inodded"I'llearnyour

forgivenessandtrustuzobona"



me:"Iforgiveyoudadbutonlyifyouforgiveme

aswell"helookedatmethenkissedtgeback

ofmyhand. 

Dad:"Youwereupsetnansandwithgood

reasonsbutdon'teverdosomethinglikethatto

me..Ialmostdied..t..thethoughtoflosing

you..fromnowonweareopentoeachother

uyevakeBhelekazi?"Inodded

me:"ewetata"wespokeforsometimeuntil

Lawrencecamebackandaskedafew

questionstothebothofus.

Law:"Communication!andyoufatherdearest

learntogiveyourkidsequalattentionandyour

timeandpleasebeopentooneanother..butwe

willtalkfurtheronournextsession"

Dad:"Session?"

Law:"yepLillywillgiveyouthetimeandplaceor

rathercometogether..yeah?"

Dad:"Sure"



Law:"letmeloveabdleaveyoubeautiful

people" 

me:"bye"hesaidhisgoodbyestodadandleft.

-

-

#Sindy

-

AssoonasBulelanisawmegettingoutofthe

househemadehiswaytomeandstoodright

infrontofme.

me:"Hey" 

Bulelani:"Nana" hishuskyvoicewasshakingso

werehishands.infactthewholebody.

me:"broughtyourkeys"hedidn'tmovesoI

lookedupandfoundhimlookingatme"areyou

okay?"

Bulelani:"Ineedtoleave..uhmkeys?" 

me:"canIcomewithyou?youcan'tbealonein



thisstate"henoddedandtookthekeydleading

thewaytohiscarwegotinandhedrove

off.Whenwegottohishouseheparkedinthe

garagethenwebothsteppedoutofthecarand

gotinsidethehouse.Wewenttositonthe

couch.

me:"canIhugyou?"hedidn'ttalkinsteadhe

huggedmetight"I'msorry"henoddedandkept

quietthenaftersometimewepulledbackand

laidonthecouchwithhisheadonmybreast.

-

SixMonthslater.

-

AlothadhappenedandbothBujaandZweli

foundoutthatIwasdatingthembothsotheu

forcedmetochooseandIchoseZwelibecause

Ilovedhim.AmonthagoheproposedandIsaid

yes..myfatherwasagainstitbutcame

around.Zweli'sfamilyhadalreadypaidlobola

formeandwehavetheweddingintwodays



timeandIanverymuchhappy.Iwasaloneat

thehousewhensomeonebuzzedIopenedand

Bulelanidroveinhesteppedoutofthecar

lookinggorgeouslyhandsomeifthere's

such.Hemadehiswaytomelickinghislower

lip.

Bulelani:"Cametocongratulateyounana"I

swallowedhardandlookedaway

"NdiyakthandaSindy.kakhulunanaandIonly

wantwhat'sbestforyou..Iwantyoutobe

happyokay?"Inodded"shhdon'tcry"he

huggedmetightthenkissedmyforehead

beforelettinggoandwalkedaway.

-

-

#Bulelani

-

Ihadtoseeheronemoretimebeforelettinggo,

asIeenttomycarIhadhopethatshewas



gonnastopmeandsayshewillcancelthe

weddingbutshedidn'tIguessheloved

lantwanamorethanme.TosayIwashurtwould

beanunderstatementintliziyoibingathi

ihlatywangomkhonto.Ipackedonmy

undergroundgaragethenndayastraighttomy

cellaranddrankmysorrowsaway.

-

-

#NARRATED

-

ThetwinshadgotinformationabouttheKINGS

andDRAGONSbutitwasn'tmuchbuttheywere

verypersistentanddeterminedtobringthem

downsotheystartefaskingaroundmaking

surethattheydontmakepeoplebesuspicious

ofthem.

-

ZweliandSindytiedtheknotandtheywere



happywhiletherestofSindy'sfamilywere

not...especiallyherfatherbuthisdaughter's

happinesscamefirst.

Lux:"Youshouldhavejustputyourfootdown

marnChris!"hesaidangrilystaredatZweli

thenclickedhistongue.

Zweliontheotherhandwasveryhappythathe

cameoutvictorious,hewassohappythathe

wastheonethatwonSindy'sheartandclaimed

herasHISQUEEN.

---

----Theend---


